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Gates and Clippings. 


Next to Paris New York is the most Cath- 
olic city in the world. The total population 
is said to be 1,627,000 according to the late 
census. It is estimated that fully one-half of 
these are Catholics. 

Among the bills introduced in the Vermont 
legislature is: ‘A bill prohibiting traveling 
on Sunday, except to church or on errands of 
humanity and charity.” The Western Her. 
ald says the people of the whole United States 
‘ought to go to the expense of presenting a 
large leather medal to those Vermont Solons. 


Kina HUBERT of Italy, the gallant de- 
fender of his country from the Vatican, is 
forty-two years old. His face, like Parnell's, 
has a fixed expression of melancholy. He is 
brave, courteous, and devoted to his only 
child, a boy of fourteen. The king speaks 
French as well as he does Italian, and is said 
to be a charming man to meet. 


In August last a wonderful occurrence hap 
pened in the house of a certain M. Floroff in 
Moscow. The image of the holy Virgin 
-appeared there; sweet odors filled the house 
at her appearance. Crowds of people soon 
gathered in and around the house to see the 
apparition, and many of the devout deposited 
their gifts at the threshold. The secular and 
church authorities were informed of the great 
wonder. At the instance of the former inves- 
tigations were made, and it was discovered 
that Mra. Floroff herself had enacted the 
' miracle. She was called to account for the 
deception, but she pleaded that her object 
was not to deceive the people, but to regain 
the affections of her husband, which had 


markedly cooled off toward her. On Novem- 
ber 12:h she was sentenced to imprisonment 
for three weeks, during which she will hav 
to practice religious penance. 


„THE cranks,” said a man who is dubbed 
as a crank, to a Sum reporter, are now a 
very powerful body in the United States. 
We hav cranks in religion and in politics and 
in society aud in finance and in everything 
else. Then we hav half cranks and partial 
cranks and men who are just a little bit 
cranky and others who seem to be cranky 
only on one subject. If you were to count 
ug all in, we would look like a heavy force. 
I hold that we ought to organize, assert our 
rights, and stand our ground against the 
cheap ruck of commonplace nobodies, who 
are all just like each other, and who begin 
to shout crank whenever they see anybody 
who has a new idea or who has the spirit of 
manly self-assertion. I would rather liv in 
a world of cranks who kept each other 
a.thinking than in a world of wooden heads 
who spent their time like tiddlytoodles and 
hadn't a notion worth looking at!” 


A MAW from the far West has favored the 
Sun with an elaborate account of a new city 
which, in his opinion, ought to be founded. 
Here are a few of the many provisions in the 
plan of its author: Fine mansions of alu- 
minium built along broad streets adorned with 
trees and flowers. "Three rooms for each per- 
son, each of them covered with useful wall 
paper. No double bedsteads. Street cars 
propelled by compressed air. Airships for 
the public service. A new laugusge—full, 
regular, and easy to learn. The same dress 
for both sexes. No cooking in dwellings. 
No bad habits or selfishness or flirting or 


liquor drinking or gambling. No hot food, 
except griddle cakes. No money. Every- 
body to work according to his or her pleas- 
ure. Oaly truth-telling preachers and pro- 
found thinkers. All new inventions to be 
adopted. Pleasant schools for the children. 
Laundry work made easy through machinery 
for washing, drying, and mangling. 
Theaters. No false legislation. No love 
stories. No taxes. Improved newspapers.” 


A wEGRO called on Mayor Tone one day 
last week, says the Denison, Tex., Sunday 
Gazetteer, and made complaint that the 
officers had notified him that he must work 
on the streets. Now,” explained the sable 
citizen, I think Tze 'zempt," as he pulled a 
paper out of his pocket. Tse a preacher of 
the gospel.” The paper was a certificate 
from Sinkiller Griffin that the bearer had been 
called of the Lord to preach, and that he, as 
one of his agents, had authorized him to pur- 
sue the avocation of saving souls. Are 
you a regular preacher?" asked the mayor, 
placing-his eyeglasses back on the wing of 
his ear. Ves, sah, that is I occasionally 
exhort the bretheren at Rev. Griffin’s church.” 
* But,” continued Mr. Tone, ‘‘hav you a 
regular charge? The law requires that you 
must be the regular pastor of a church to be 
exempt from road work.“ Well, no,“ re- 
sponded the colored Bible-pounder, I just 
sorter preaches round.“ That won't ex- 
empt you, then,” added Mr. Tone. Then the 
negro fumbled around in another pocket and 
drew forth a greasy document which he 
handed over, with evident pride and satisfac- 
tion, exclaiming, I knows that will prove 
I'm not liable under the law; 'deed it does.” 
The paper proved to be a certificate from the 


warden of the Texas penitentiary that he had 
been discharged from prison. The preacher 
and ex-convict was very much disappointed 
when Mayor Tone informed him that while 
serving a term in the penitentiary relieved 
him from the onerous duty of voting, it did 
not exempt him from doing his share toward 
maintaining the public highways. 


A BarrIMORE dispatch says: Henry Wit- 
taner, a Platt street merchant, has just 
learned of the whereabouts of a daughter who 
disappeared four years ago, and of a son who 
left home a year afterward. Miss Wittaner 
ardently wished to lead a strictly religious 
life. Her father, she knew, would protest 
against her secluding herself from the world 
in any degree, so she took her mother into 
her confidence. To her the daughter sald 
she intended to leave Baltimore and enter 
some Roman Catholic order in another city. 
She enjoined her mother to sesresy and soon 
afterward disappeared. Later she wrote 
home that she had become a sister of the 
order of St. Benedict in Chicago, and was 
very happy. She has been there ever since. 
A year after she had gone Benjamin, a son of 
Mr. Wittaner, dropped out of sight even 
more mysteriously than his gister. Armed 
with credentials from a priest in this city he 
went to St. Vincent’s Seminary, Westmore- 
land county, Pa., where he began to study 
for the priesthood. A month or so ago Mrs. 
Wittaner received word from the seminary 
that her son was there, that his health was 
failing on account of overstudy, and that his 
mind was somewhat affected. The son was 
at once brought home and is receiving med- 
ical attention. The daughter remains in 


Chicago. 
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Communications. 


Dividing Up, Christian and Otherwise. 


The Twentieth Century, an organ of the Inchoate, 
modeled on the happy little family in Barnum’s Mu- 
seum, and which has a cage for Anarchism in its 
menagerie of cranky notions, deprecates the charge 
of dividing up, made by the Independent Pul. 
pit, as showing an ignorance equal to that of Chris- 
tian ministers. This ignorance is equally the art of 

ignoring. None so blind as those who choose not to 
see. Mr. Pentecost, in rebellion against his old 
master Henry George, pretends that the only reason 
why their old ideal, “ single tax,” would not bring in 
the millennium immediately, if not sooner, is that “it 
would be compulsory.” Both alike ignore its falling 
first and heaviest on the least moneyed class, the 
working farmers. This way of dividing up secures 
to the Zwentieth Century its single tax clients ; 


and as Mr. Sullivan says, its most effectiv supporters. 


Mr. Pentecost may think that he hops clear out of 
dividing ups, by cutting Communism, but does he 
repudiate the Independent Pulpit's soft impeach- 
ment of regarding Jesus as the ideal Anarchist? 
Does not Jesus class with Communists, rather than 
with proprietary Anarchists? Was not the first 
Christian church at Jerusalem Communistic ? 

The Independent Pulpit's ignorance, sagaciously 
preferring the scattering shotgun to the rifle, hits 
Jesus, Mr. Pentecost, aud the “International” or 


revolutionary Anarchists, represented by Prince’ 


Krapotkine’s party in England, Elyseé Reclus in 
France, and the bomb-thrower’s victims at Chicago. 
Let us inspect the target. Jesus said, “ Sell all that 
thou hast and giv to the poor, else remain with thy 
camels outside the needle’s eye gate. The Zwen- 
tieth Century says, Keep no vacant land and stop 
mouopdlizing, so shall thy days be long in the 
Twentieth Century. 

Revolutionary Auarchists, as well as those who like 
Mr. Pentecost, drop the Revolution, cut such used-up 
motivs as Heaven and Hell for our faithless age. 
Believers in the goods of this world, they generously 
tell the poor to help themselvs in the dividing up. 
But with characteristic consistency, Mr. Pentecost, 
non-resistant or “ passiv,” with Jesus, divides up his 
homages between or among the revolutionary Com- 
munist Anarchists of Chicago, and the bomb-thrower 
whose awkwardness they expiated by vicarious atone- 
ment, thus appeasing the eight manes of policemen. 
For this hero, “now in hiding,” our non-resistant 
Anarchist predicts a “lineage of popular aristocracy” 
(whatever that may bs) proud of their patronymic 
prestige! 

Was not Judas one of the twelve apostles, and 
even the head workman in carrying out “the scheme 
of salvation” by vicarious atonement? If, as 11th 
November orators proclaim, the blood of the five 
martyrs is the seed of the Labor Ohurch, and their 
death more eloquent than their living voices for 
emencipation of the toilers; then certainly the 
bomb-thrower and Judas are fit subjects for glorifi- 
cation. But why should the former keep shady? 
When Counselor Black offered to produce him, 
Governor Oglesby declined, and Prosecutor Grinnell 
said it could not matter. Had they not the men 
wanted, by the throat? Having served his purpose, 
the bomb-thrower can afford to dispense with a 
Twentieth Century blazon of nobility, in his share 
of the dividing up. 

Our catholic formula carries to the rich, fear of 
loss; to the poor, hope of gain. But if Parsons, 
Alarming, told the poor to loot stores of the rich, 
the parsons of Christendom defend them while offer- 
ing in exchange, heaven's treasures. 

Governments divide another way, by taxes, salaries, 
and pensions. What cohesiv force of public plunder 
adds up by tariffs, banking privileges, and land 
grants, is subtracted from labor, and the four rules 
of arithmetic dance a chassez croisez in the conver- 
sion of forces between classes and masses. 

The idea of dividing up divides the masses between 
ballots snd bullets, in the question of priority; but 
men who fatten on agitation and hav families to feed, 
fight shy of revolution. Moral suasion dividends 
hav not the inconveniencies of martyrdom. Mr. 
Pentecost has the advantage over Jesus, who lacked 
prudential pulpit training in the art of roaring 
gently. Tirades against vacant land to the tune 
that the old cow died of, like Henry George’s against 
landiordry, without resisting rent collectors, do not 
ruffle those who with title deeds and sheriffs at their 
back, can make “ passiv resistance” rather costly to 
squatters. 

The difference in flavor between moral suasion sea- 
soned with hell, and this analeptic dish without red 
pepper, may not be appreciable to our faithless pal- 
ates, but soul roasting was a fresh and lively motiv 
for the old Jews, whose ideas of penalty beyond the 
grave had been simply political or national, viz., the 
“being cut off from one’s people,” the local oppor- 
tunism of denouncing private property in earth lots 
and booming it in heaven lots. What the church 


what it hypothecated. To the same policy belong 
its traffic in indulgences and masses for the souls in 
purgatory. i 

As for Anarchism in a political sense, Hebrew the- 
ooracy included, how could it say, “Render unto 
Cesar the things which are Omsar’s | tribute of al- 
mighty eagles like unto Uncle Sam’s], and unto God 
those which are God’s?” Jesus was perhaps senti- 
mentalizing here; but Levites, like our Christian 
pastors, appraised sentiment in market values, and 
God's belongings by their tithes and tax exemptions. 
Cæsars were generally friends of the Gods, only keep- 
ing them from kicking up a row in the Pantheon, 
and but for Yahvah’s prejudices against graven 
images, he might thus hav been throned—repre- 
sentativly—cheek by jowl with Jove and other divine 
respectabilities. —Crosar's tribute paid, priests of 
every god and goddess might keep superstition’s 
toll gate; so that between the two renderings Jesus 
seems to hav made a distinction without much prac- 
tical difference. The popes were soon after to com- 
bine God and the State in their own persons. Doc- 
tors of the Hebrew Law were perhaps less solicitous 
about its jots and tittles of fulfilment, than about 
their own titular monopoly in it. They were not 
afraid of hell but the assumption of authority to 
prescribe that patent medicin offended them. 

Ideal Anarchisms such as— The son of man is 
lord also of the Sabbath ”—might salt a roasting ear, 
but no more than Emerson’s, Thoreau’s, or Ibsen’s 
would invoke police attention. Divide up or be 
damned, more or less politely, in the mouth of one 
who is neither a highwayman nor a tax collector, has 
a more revolutionary twang. Keeping rich folk out 
of hell might seem a sort of charity which their poor 
neighbors owed them, and the rich might be less 
afraid of being damned, than of being saved upon 


the terms prescribed. This view escapes our doctors | 


of divinity, but one of the Supreme Court of Illinois 
reasserted Pilate’s condemnation of Jesus. 
M. T. Lazanvs. 
——— — — — 


God, and Money. 


Why should the institutions of the barbarous past 
still be permitted to occupy the ground belonging 
to the more enlightened and rational present ? 

In a recent lecture by Hugh O. Pentecost entitled, 
“A Troublesome God,” he said: “I tell you that the 
idea of God, and the very word God, is what stands 
in the way of the emancipation of man, bodily, 
mentally, and morally, to-day, and always will so long 
as they continue to be used or hav any influence, and 
they must be rooted out of common use.” 

The popular notion about money, and the very 
term money. belong to the same category of mislead- 
ing ideas. Both words, God and money, are the in- 
vention of an ignorant, cruel, and superstitious pec- 
ple, who lived in & barbarous age, when these insti- 
tutions were to them a necessity. 

But the curse under which we suffer to-day is, 
that although the barbarous age has passed the bar- 
barous institutions still remain to crush and degrade 
the people of this so-called enlightened age. 

Both terms, God and money, imply relativity. 
The first is equivalent to king, sovereign, or lord— 
the name of a title implying supreme power and au- 
thority which may be conferred upon some man, who 
by conquest or compact may become a ruler over 
other men, they becoming his subjects, both sover- 
eign and subjects being interdependent upon each 
other. The Lord is a man of war. The Lord is 
his name,” says Ex. xv, 3 (Lord is his title). 

The term money is equivalent to the word bondage 
or slavery, and the word tyrant is its correlativ. 

Bible commentators and dictionary-makers hav 
often resorted to guessing or assuming, in cases 
where absolute knowledge of the origin of words 
and their meaning were wanting. I shall endeavor 
from the plain words of Hebrew history (believing 
this to be the oldest) to get what light I can as to 
how the word money originated. Gold and silver 
mining hav always been among the most important 
industries of the world. Anciently the mine-delvers 
were the lowest and most degraded class cf men, and 
were always held in bondage. Mine-owners were 
also slave-owners, and the slaves of the mines were 
called minees. Silver was mined long before it was 
used as a medium of exchange, but when the mer- 
chanis required current coin to use as pledges, of 
security in the exchange of wealth, they chose silver 
only, and called it, for that purpose, mono (they 
were monometalists). Four thousand years ago, 
probably, the merchants in council decided that as 
bondmen, and silver, the products of slave labor, 
were equally chattels in the market, therefore one 
name should be applied to both. So they blended 
the two words minee and mono, and the result was 
the word money. 

Between two and three thousand years ago, when 
Abraham bought a piece of land the silver with which 
he paid for it was called current money with the 
merchants (Gen. xxiii, 16). 

Three hundred years thereafter, if a Hebrew slave- 
owner should smite his slave to death he would not 


coveted, it cheapened, while extolling the value of | be punished, if the slave lived a day or two, because 


he was his money (Ex. xxi, 21). Here we see that 
men held in bondage, and siiver currency used in 
commerce, were both by ancient barbarians called 
money. 

` Though well adapted in character and name to 
their own necessities, they are entirely unadapted to 
ours. My ideas of the manner in which wealth 
should be produced and distributed within a nation 
of free people I giv as follows. 

The world’s wealth is created by the application of 
human labor, in the preparation of material things 
for human use, whether under a system of bondage 
or freedom. The responsible parties in the produe- 
tion of wealth should be the owners thereof, and 
under the ancient system of human bondage the 
laborers were recognized as chattels, receiving pro- 
tection and support in common with the other do- 
mestic animals. But chattel slavery as concerns our 
country is an institution of the past, which may be 
readily understood by reading the preamble of the 
United States Constitution, upholding the doctrin of 
our Declaration of Independence. 

In a state of freedom man owns himself, and 
therefore owns the products of his labor. But since 
the invention of machinery it is a waste of labor to 
attempt to work single-handed. Therefore economy 
demands ccoperation in the production ef wealth, 
and an equable distribution of it among the ecóper- 
ators, who are its rightful owners. 

I hav endeavored to show that the word money 
does not refer to any material thing. It is a relativ 
term, and signifies a state or condition of bondage 
or slavery, which would hav passed away long ago 
were it not for the fact that the institution of money, 
bondage, slavery (different terms for the same idea), 
had i outlived the age of development that gave it 
birth." : MC 

Human slavery in Europe and America is out of 
date, and the era of human freedom has potentially 
come. But because the old barbaric institution of 
money is still popular, we hav no proper medium 
through which the wealth created and justly owned 
by the people whose labor has produced it can bo 
properly distributed among them. 

I submit the following illustration of what I be- 
lieve a medium for the distribution of wealth among 
the people should be. It has been found by investi- 
gation that among all classes of workers, the lowest 
average amount of wealth produced in one day by 
each man would be equal to about $5 in money; and 
I giv the name Daler to the check or certificate thst 
represents one day’s labor, and call it the unit, not 
of value, but the unit of cost in labor time. Upon 
this basis I construct the following table of equa- 
checks, a paper coin to be used as a national currency 
for the distribution of wealth within the nation. 
The denominations are as follows: 


mnl E 1 cent 
10 cenets———᷑— .; eese eee eee 22 nnn 1 dime 
* 10 dimets ET 1 daler. 


This is a simple modification of our table of fed- 
«ral money, and should be based, not upon silver or 
gold alone in sny form, but upon the whole common 
or undistributed wealth of the nation, of which every 
citizen born within the nation should be a proprietor 
on equal terms. 

I am well aware that the views herein presented 
can neither be entertained nor actualized except by 
men who hav a rational conception of the rights of 
man, and who are also possessed of & moral sense 
that responds to their intellectual convictions. 

WII. U. Dame. 

Brentwood, L. I., N. Y., Dec. 2, 1890. 

— — — — 


The Bible and Salvation. 


These two words are so joined together that no 
Bible religionist can put them asunder. As Adam 
and his entire race were lost in his fall, so by his 
creator’s revelation are they to be saved. The entire 
bock, more especially the New Testament, claims to 
be for reconstruction. As in Adam all die, so in 
Christ are all to be made alive. Since by their 
fruits we are to know them, should there in fact be 
no salvation the scheme and the book must be un- 
worthy of trust. It becomes no more nor less than 
& stupendous failure. Out of the mouths of the 
Jews the Christians are condemned, and out of the 
mouths of the Christians are the Jews condemned. 
On Christ they do not, they cannot believe, and he 


that believeth not shall be damned. Moreover, the 


Lord covenanted with Abraham to be a father to him 
and his seed after him forever. They were to inherit 
Canaan throughout all generations. A prophet was 
to be raised up fo redeem and save them from all 
their enemies. Notwithstanding the slaughters of 
Moses and Joshua to enforce this covenant, it has 
most signally failed and they are scattered and per- 
secuted all over the face of God's earth. 

And while the Christians claim to get their mes- 
siah (see Gal. iii) through Abraham, they charge his 
seed with the murder of this very prophet and their 
Lord’s only son. 

With yet more reason do the Jews retort that the 
entire system of Christianity is & silly myth. The 
conception of & child by a virgin fathered by a Holy 
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Ghost, the third person in a triuna God ; his birth 
in a stable; the slaughter of all the children by 
Herod, that he might find and murder this divine 
child; his flight into Egypt; the numerous miracles 
attribuied to him; unlettered himself, his calling 
the illiterate to follow him; his scourging, like a 
low grade slaveholder, the Jews from the temple; 
the scene, from the beginning to the end, of his oru- 
cifixion, resurrection, and nscension, are all so re- 
pugnent to common sense, experience, and reliable 
history that the Jews are compslled to reject the 
whole. No testimony on earth can equal that given 
by the Jews about the man called Christ. They 
above all others held and thoroughly learned the 
old seripiures according to which their redeemer was 
to come. They exelusivly inhabited Jaruaalem, 
Bathlehem, and the entire land of Canaan. If there 
were such & batrothed couple as Joseph and Mary, 
they knew them. Impossible for Herod to hav 
butchered thousands or hundreds of their children 

unknown to them, and without its finding its way 
into history. Impossible for them to ‘reject his 
ability and willingness to save them in the face of 
miracles demonstrating his divinity. Equally 
impossible for such a savior not to hav opened 
their eyes and convinced, converted, and saved them. 
Had thera been a total eclipse of the sua, an awful 
earthquake, the graves opening, the saints (who 
must hav been Jews) coming to life and walking 
through the streets of the city, uo power on earth 
could hav prevented the Jews from seeing, feeling, 
and believing. Een the learned commentator Clark 
concedes that the latter astounding miracle is hard 
to credit, suggesting that the quaking of the earth 
may hav exhumed the dead bodies. Talmage in like 
manner ghufil:s over the big fish and Jonah, saying 
as the throat was too small Jonah may hav taken a 
seat on the under jaw and ridden to shore. 

Well indeed is it that the common sense of the 
Jews is leading them oui of their Bible absurdities 
aod into the Freethought work of their brains. 
They nor we are Infidels, sinca the word means the 
negation of fidelity—irue and faithful as we all claim 
to be to our obligations and duties. But in the love 

of Teuih we search for it in all ereeds and books, 
and espacially the sciences, built up from the elosest 
observations nud experience. As the Bible, and re- 
ligion, the synonym of superstition, get out of the 
way, the progress of our race will accelerate until it 
shell come to pass that all, from the least. to the 
greatest, shall know the lawa of nature, which to 
know aright will make life worth living. 

East Las Vegas, N. M. W. Perrins. 

— 94 —9———————— 


More from Huxley on Booth. 


But it is now time to take a more. particular 
criticism of Darkest: Hoagland.” At the outset of 
my examination of that work, I was startled to fad 
that Mr. Booth had put forward his scheme with an 
almost incredibly imperfect kaowledge of what had 
been done and is doing in the same direction. A 
simpla reader might well imagin that the author of 
“Darkest Hagiand” posed as the Columbus, or at 
any rato the Cortez, of thai region. Go to 
Mudie’s,” he tells us, and you will be surprised to 
sea how few books there are upon the social problem. 
That may or may not be correct; but if Mr. Booth 
had gone to à certain reading-room noi far from 
Mudie's, I undertake to ssy that the well-informed 
aud obliging staff of the national library in 
Bloomsbury would hav provided him with more 
books on this topic, in almost all European lan. 
guages, than he would read in three months. Has 
Socialism no literature? And what is Socialism 
but an incarnation of the social question? More. 
over, L am persuaded that even Mudie's re- 
sources could hav furnished Mr. Booth with the 
„Life of Lord Shaftesbury,” and Oarlyle’s works. 

„Mr. Booth seems to hav undertaken to instruct 
=the world without having heard of Past and 
"X Present," or of “Latter-Day Pamphlets;" though 
somewhat late in the day, a judicious friend called 
*hig attention to them. To those of my contem- 
= poraries on whom, as on myself, Carlyle's writings 
on this topic made an ineffasenbie impression forty 
“years ago, who know that ali that time hundreds 
of able and devoted men, both clerical and lay, 

. hav worked heart and soul for the permanent 
amendment of the condition of the poor, Mr. 
SV Booth’s “Go to Mudie's" affords an apt measure 
of the depth of his preliminary studies. However, 
«vI am bound to admit that these earlier laborers 
in the field labored in such a different fashion that 
S the originality of the pian started by Mr. Booth 
remains largely unaffected. For them no drums 
-hav beat, no trombones brayed, no sanctified 
ti buffoonery, afier the model of the oration of the 
friar in Wallenstein's camp, dear to the readers 
of Schiller, has tickled the ears of the ground- 
lings on their behalf. Sadly behind the 
great age of rowdy self-advertisment in which 
their lot has fsllen, they seem not to hav 
advanced one whit beyond John the Baptist 
and the apostles, eighteen hundred years ago, in 
their notions of the way in which the metanota, the 


change of mind of the iildoer, is to be brought | Father Finnegan, who insists on my return to my 


about. Yet the new model was there, ready for the | old home in Philadelphia, but I prefer to remain in 


imitation of those ancient sə vers of souls. 
ing and roaring mystagogs of some of the moat 
venerable of Greek and Syrian cults also bad their 
processions and banners, and their fifes and cymbals 
and holy chants, their hierarchy of officers to whom 
the art of making collections was not wholly unknown, 
and who, as freely as their modern imitators, prom- 
ised an Elysian future to contributory converts. The 
success of these antique Salvation Armies was enor- 
mous. Simon Magus was quite as notorious a per- 
son, and probably had as strong a following, as Mr. 
Booth. Yet the spostler, with their old-fashioned 
ways, would not accept such success as a satisfactory 
sign of the divine sanction, nor depart from their 
own methods of leading the way to the higher life. 
I deem it unessential to verify Mr. Booth’s statistics. 
The exact strength of the population of the realm of 
misery, be if one, two, or three millions, has nothing 
to do with the efficacy of any means proposed for the 
highly desirable end of reducing it to a minimum. 
The sole question for consideration at present is 
whether the scheme, keeping specially in view the 
spirit in which it is to be worked, is likely to do 
more good than harm. 

Mr. Booth tells us with commendable frankness 
that “it is primarily and mainly for the sake of sav- 
ing the soul that I seek the salvation of the body” 
(page 44), which language, being interpreted, means 
that the propagation of the special Salvationist creed 
comes first, and the promotion of the physical, intel- 
lectual, and purely moral welfare of mankind second 
in his estimation. Men are to be made sober and in- 
dustrious mainly that, as washed, shorn, and docil 
sheep, they may be driven into the narrow theolog- 
ical fold which Mr. Booth patronizes. If they refuse 
to enter, for all their mora! cleanliness, they will hav 
to take their place among the goats as sinners only 
less dirty than the rest.—Zondon Times. 


e—a x — 
A Sample Roman Catholic Institution. 
Dispatch from Detroit, Mioh., to the Sun. 

The House of the Good Shepherd on Fort street 
was established about six years ago. Since last April, 
when Sister Mary Xavier left it, the police hav ceased 
to regard the place as a reformatory. 

"The last sister to disappear was Sister Immaculate 
Heart, whose real name is Mary McQuade. She said 
to-day: “I hav not renounced the Catholic religion, 
neither do I declare the order of the Good Shepherd 
worthless. 1 simply rebel against the methods 
adopted by Sister Stanislaus, the mother superior of 
ihe Detroit branch. I hav seen her violate more rules 
than I had seen broken by all the sisters combined 
during ell the years I was at Philadelphia. The 
House of the Good Shepherd is a cloistered order, 
but i hav repeatedly seen this mother superior, accom- 
panied by a cloistered nun, leave the house and go for 
a drive about the city. 

“ Another rule forbids eating out of hours, but it is 
the habit of Sister Stanislaus to eat and drink many 
times during the day, and even to hav coffee brought 
into the chapel. I hav also known her to hav wine 
brought to her, which she would suck through a 
straw during the singing of mass. She has been ex- 
eeedingiy severe with the inmates. One of the first 
orders issued by her was that each girl should com- 
plete two and a half dozen overalls or shirts a day. 
This was an excessiv task, but she insisted that it was 
an ordinary day’s work at St. Paul, where she had 
been before coming to Detroit. Any child who was 
unsuccessful in completing her task was severely 
beaten with a strap and compelled to finish her work 
before going to bed. 

“ Whipping for not doing work was a common occur- 
rence, and was administered by the mother superior. 
It consisted of beating on the hands and legs with a 
strap about two feet long, cuffing, and holding the 
girls’ heads under water in the bathroom until they 
were nearly suffocated. 

* The food was horrible; you can scarcely imagin 
how poor it was, but, if ours was poor, that supplied 
the inmates was simply garbage. There were three 

rades of food furnished at the House. That sup- 
plied to the mother superior and her assistant was 
the best the market affords. Ours was the better 
class of that collected by the lay sisters, while the 
inmates had tainted meat, decaying vegetabler, etc. 
The food naturally bred disease. I recall one in- 
stance where a girl was taken suddenly ill while par- 
taking of this kind of food, and died. Dr. Ohittick, 
one of the House physicians, was summoned and 
pronounced it & case of poisoning, but afterward 
gave it out that it was heart disease. 

“ The mother superior denounced the mother pro- 
vincial, the head of the order in St. Louis, charging 
her with drunkenness and other irregularities. All 
these things I related to the mother provincial when 
ghe next came to Detroit. Sister Stanislaus relieved 
me from ail class work, took my keys from me, and 


dismissed me with the remark that she would attend. 


to me later. Esrly on September 12:h I left. I hav 
since written to my mother at Philadelphia and in- 
formed her of my act. To-day I received her hearty 
approval. I hay been called upon repeatedly by 
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The pant- Detroit. 


During the latter days of my stay at the 
institution I never went into the confessional with- 
out telling Bishop Foley about the doings of Sister 
Stanislaus. He assured me on every occasion that 
he would attend to it, but he never did, so far as I 
know.” 

Sister Mary Xavier has been a member of the 
order from early childhood, and on the opening of 
the Detroit branch was transferred from St. Lonis. 
She was acoustomed to go from door to door beg- 
ging for the institution. She is illiterate, having 
bad no opporiunity from childhood to gain the first 
rudiments cf an education. 

“T had not been satisfied with my treatment since 
the advent of the present mother superior," said she 
to-day. ‘Soon after her arrival at the House she 
ordered me to paint the outside of a detached house 
on the premises, and when procuring food for the 
private table of the mother superior and her assistant 
I was invariably ordered to procure the best of every- 
thing, even paying as high as forty-five cents a pound 
for coffee. 

“The direob cause of my leaving, however, was my 
treatment by the mother superior for having formed 
an attackment for an inmate named Martha Jobnson, 
who undertook to teach me to read and write. By 
some means unknown to me information was son- 
veyed to the mother superior that I was being in- 
structed, and the child was placed in the ‘preserva- 
tion’ class, where communication with me was al- 
most impossible. 

“A few days later the mother superior detested 
me holding communication with Martha from one 
‘window to snother across the court. The mother 
flew ab me in a perfect rage, tore the silver heart 
from my habit, and cursed me in a very loud voice. 
She then sent for the girl and slapped her unmerci- 
fully, telling me that I should receive the same kind 
of treatment.” : 

A girl was found in First street who had recently 
-been an inmate of the House. She was sent to the 
institution about two years ago to receive instruction 
in study and music. She was known at the House 
as Maud. She saya: . ? 

“The only lessons of any kind that I received 
were on a sewing machine eight hours a day making 
overalls and jumpers. We had to sleep in an old 
shanty back of the House. Bishop Foley knew 
nothing about it, for when he came the sewing ma- 
chines were put out of the way and we were washed 
and cleanly dressed snd seated in rows of chairs. 
We were often made to get on our knees and eat our 
food on the floor and to make the cross on the floor 
with our tongues Our food was of the worst, and 
nearly always stele, for it was what was begged. 
Our hash was made of tea leaves and such stuff, and 
the catsup often had cockroaches in it. 

“I hav seen the sisters force the giris to eat the 
putrid meat they gave us. I hav seen the mother 
cuff the girls around terribly. I hav seen her slap 
the girls for almost nothing at all and put them in 
straitjackets, and hold their heads under water in 
the bathtub. Mattie Thomas, of Mt. Clemens, had 
nice bangs when she came. The sisters went to cut 
them cff, and Mattie objseted. But they cut them, 
and in the struggle cut her forehead so that she 
bore the scars for a long time. When I got out she 
sent a letter by me to her father, asking him for 
God's sake to come and take her away. 

“A girl got out shortly after I did, but she has 
to wear glasses yet on account of her eyes being 
nearly ruined, and she has a sore on her leg which 
the doctor says is due to the poor food and harsh 
treatment she received there.” 

A number of similar cases are reported. 

Roundsman Shoemsker says complaints hav been 
coming in for over two years. The girls,” he con- 
tinued, ‘ whose stories I hav heard unite in saying 
that the present mother superior is very sarcastic, 
and tells the girls that they are nothing but the seum 
of the gutters. The usefulness of the place, in my 
opinion, is dstroyed unless it is put under proper 
supervision.” . 

Another roundsman says the department will not 
send even the most dissolute characters to the Home. 

— — 2 — 

Wu are convinced that the Bible teaching, as to 
the present and future condition of the world, is 
utterly subversiv of progress, and that all improve- 
ment is made in spite of it. Christians do not gen- 
erally believe it now, because it is so repugnant to 
modern intelligence; but there it ia in the Bible. 
All Christians used to believe it, and some do still. 
Things are to wax worse and worse, so that Jesus 
asks, * When the son of man cometh, shall he find 
faith on the earth?“ The world, and all that is 
therein, shall be burnt up. The early Ohristians, 
therefore, sought “a city that had foundations,” and 
taught the despising and forsaking of this world. 
When this restraint is removed men will become 
better citizens; and, feeling tbat they are not work- 
ing merely to feed the flames of judgment, they will 
show more enthusiasm about improving the world.— 
Robt. C. Adams. 
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F.O.M " ce "AES. . Philadelphia. Pa. 
ÜonnzsPORDING BEORETARY, Ida C. Craddock. Broad and Columbia 


Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. l g 
TREASURER, F. C. Mende, . 1814 Greene street, Philadelphia, Pa 


Secular Union Guarantee Fund of $5,000. 


Amount pledged to Dec. 22, 1890.................. . $581 00 
J P. Slayton, Tecumseh, Mich. (paid) . . 25 00 
Charles E. Pease, Clackamas. Ore . . 1 00 
E. Frost, Maynard, Ia. (paid).......... 5 00 
Reuben Savage, Maynard, Ia. (paid). 1 00 
L. Schlegel, University P. O, Cal. 5 00 
H. G. Stillwell, Dryden, Te. 5- 00 

Total amount of pledges to Dec. 29, 1890...... $623 00 


F. C. Menpe, Treasurer American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, Dac. 29, 1890. 


It will be remembered that Prasident Westbrook 


. has offared to be one of twenty to contribute $100 


each, which would make $2,000 in all. 


From threr 
sources (Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. A. J. 
O.ds, and Hon. Abram Schell) hav already com- 
pledges of $100 eacb, making, with President West- 
brook’s pledge, $400 in all. Shall we not hope to 


. hear from some others of the desired twenty at the 


* 


church and state, to join us. 


opening of the new year? 
Spurred by Dr Wes brook's offer to be one of 
twenty to raise $2,000, Sesborn Kitchens, Sr., of 


Gibson, Ga,, offers to be one of six hundred Liberale 


to raise the remaining $3,000 at $5 eacb. He adds: 
T hope that the brethren will respond freely through- 
out the country and let the American Secular Union 
move on with the great and good work.” By refer- 
ence to our treasurers memorandum above, it will be 


‘seen that of the desired $3000 $623 has becn 


pledged to date and part of that paid. Lat us hop: 


that Mr. Kitebens's cffsr will be promptly seconded 


from all parts of the Uaited States by fellow Liberale. 
Tpa C. Cnaprocz. Oorr. Sac, A S. U. 
Philadelphia, Pa, Dac. 29, 1890. 
— . — — 
Call to Liberal Societies. 


At the recent Portsmouth Congress of the Ameri 
oan Sacular Uaion. the board of directors were in- 
stracted to invite all societies, Liberal and other wis, 
who are in sympathy with our work of separating 
In accordance wiiL 
these instructions we hereby extend a cordial invita 
tion to all societies, no matter what their religious 
beliefs or disbeliefs, to become our auxiliaries, aud 
to cooperate with us in our endeavors to separate 
church and state, as a means of securing religious 
liberty and freedom of thought for all. 

Becoming our auxiliaries does not mean that such 
Societies are to giv up their identity ; nor are they 
expected to work exclusivly for our principles ; nor 
do we assume any right to dictate to such societies 
in their local management. Our auxiliaries are ab- 
Bolutely independent of the national society, both in 
their local management and in their choice of prir- 
ciples to uphold, as long as they work for the Nise 
D smands of our constitution. The American Sesu- 
lar Uaion is a federation of local Uaions and other 
sccieties, together with life and annual members, by 
means of a congress, & president, and the usual ex- 
ecutiv and honorary officers, for the one general pur- 
pose of securing state secularization and the freedom 
Of our institutions from ecclesiastical interference. 
All societies which agree in this one general purpose 
are invited to ccoperate with us in this, no matter 
what other objects they may hav in view. For it is 
understood that no one, acting with us, is bound or 
compromised by the actions o” expressions of any of 
the participants outside of this common purpose. 
At our congresses and elsewhere, therefore, we en- 
deavor to cherish an intellectus] hospitality which 
shall enable those of diverse views to speak freely, 
and yet to join in this common purpose of securing 
state secular’z ition and freedom from ecclesiastical 
interference. i . 

Upon application to the corresponding secretary, 
Ida O. Craddock, a blank will be furnished which 
upon being filled up and forwarded to us with 
the charter fee of $5 will entitle the senders to & 
charter as an auxiliary to the American Secular 
Union. "0 

We hope that this call will be heeded by ail 
truly progressiv societies, whether they be Spirit 
ualist or Materialist, Unitarian or Atheist, Social- 
ist or Individualist, Christian or Infidel, the 
Woman’s National Liberal Union or the National 
Religious Liberty Association. All societies in 
these respectiv groupings, if anywhere near abregst 
of the times, no matter what their differing 
beliefs, agree heartily in one desire—that religious 
liberty and the right to freedom of thought shall 
be upheld. As means to this end, they all recog- 
nize the necessity for a total separation of church 
and state. Why, then, should they not ally them- 


selva with the American Secular Union, which is 
working distinctly for this thing? It should ba 
remembered that our society is the only society 
anywhere which possesses a constitution so elastic 
as to fit all other organizations and individuals, and 
yet leave them perfeotly independent, spart from 
their pledge to ccoperate in the work of separating 
church and state. All other societies which are 


. | pleading for religious liberty require their members, 


in additior, to sympathize with some special phase 
of religious, politica), or philosophical belief or dis- 
belief. The American Secular Union alone, among 
Liberal societies, welcomes to its ranks all those who 
work for total separation of church and siste, what- 
ever principles they may uphold in addition. For 
this reason it justly claims recognition from all Lib 
eral societies, whether these be composed of church- 
men or of Freethinkers, of Individualists or of state 
Socialists. 

' Friends of religious liberty everywhere! The 
American Secular Union urges you to accept this in 
vitation to band together as brothers in one great 
army. Remember that, to do this, you will not hav 
to sacrifice a single principle or docirin which your 
hearts hold ssered. You pledge yourselvs, ss 
American Seculsr Unionists, only to stand by one 
another loyally in the fight against the God.in the- 
Constitution party. Beyond that, you are free to 
help in any other cause you will. ' 

It is, perhaps, natural thst those of you who are 
already doing good work for religious liberty along 
your own lines should not look with favor on’ this 
invitation to become our auxiliaries. Your local and 
personal pride is touched—and very justly so—at a 
suggeation which may seem to relegate you to a sub 
sidiary position. In reply, we again urge you to re 
member that your individuality, either as societies 
or as persons, is not interfered with in the least by 
your becoming auxiliary to the American Secular 
Union. You will be just as free as you ever were 
Bat your uniting with us in freternal fellowship will 
everywhere strengthen the cause of religious liberty 
and freedom of conscience, dear alike to you and to 
ourselvs. Every time that an organization joins 
hands with the American Secular Union, the dawning 
of mental and spiritual freedom is hastened for us 
all. “In union is strength.” Must we repeat this 
old phrase over and over again, in order to empha- 
sizə the necessity for oc operation among us all? 

Ina C. Cnaproox. Corr. Seo. A. S. U. 

By order of the Bosrd of Directors. 

Philadelphia, Pa., D30. 27. 1890. 
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Concerning Field Lecturers of the American 
Secular Union. 
OPEN LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT. 


Mz. R. B. Wusrsroox President of the American 
Secular Union, Dear Sir > You wil remember that 
at the meeting of the board of directors of the 
American Secular Uaion two weeks ago, we talked 
of field secretaries, but we discussed candidates and 
their fitness instead of principles, plans, or policies, 
and since that meeting it has occurred to me that our 
time would hav been better spent on the latter than 
the former. At the meeting of the board held in 
New York city about one year ago, when Mr. Rems- 
burg was present as a member, he made some valu 
able suggestions that we cannot afford to forget, and 
I now write to recall them, and also to propose a 
plan of campaign which has occurred to me as less 
objectionable than the employment, at necessarily 
great expense, of any one person to act as field seo: 
retary. You may remember that Mr. Remsburg’s 
idea was that if the board were to select any one 
person from the large list of those competent to act 
in that capacity the effect might be unfortunate in 
two ways: First, that it would naturally create jeal- 
ousy amongst many of the equally competent persons 
not selected, and perhaps excite hostil feelings 
toward the American Secular Union (which is not 
merely a theory, since the condition did actually con- 
front us at one time); and second, that to send out 
among locel societies a paid missionary, wholly sus- 
tained by the American Secular Union, might, for 
obvious ressons, exert more of a paralyzing than an 
energizing influence on these loca] organizations, be- 
sides possibly indirectly injuring the business or 
opportunities of those lecturers who must depend 
entirely on their own efforts. We hav not yet 
devised a plan by which to interest the traveling 
lecturers in doing any regular. direct, or telling work 
to strengthen the American Secular Union and pro- 
mote its objects, and this seems to be the one thing 
needed. 

Now, therefore, my suggestion, offered for consid- 
eration, approval, or rejection, is that instead of try- 
ing to raise tbree, four, or five thousand dollars for 
the employment of one or two field secretaries, to be 
wholly supported by and at the service of the Ameri- 
ean Secular Union, we should hit upon a system of 
subsidizing half a dozen or more cf the best available 
persons, and thus engaging a portion of their time, 
service, and energies to do the work of our field see 
retaries. The $92 500 which would probably pay 
salary and expense of one good man, might be 


divided into five parts and allotied to five field secre. - 
taries who are already more or less in the field, and 
who would be sble to be fsr more activ and useful if 
assisted by an annual subsidy of $500 or pro rata 
according to the time actually employed in Liberal 
or Secular propaganda. Webster says, “A subsidy 
is paid to an ally for his servises.” That just fits the 
plan proposed herewith. How shall the allies be 
chosen? How better than by the votes of the actual 
supporters of the treasury of the American Secular 
Union? Let every one who contributes $1 send 
with it one vote for the man of his choice as field 
secretary. With $5 the subseriber could name five 
persons, or maybe vote for one name five times. 
There may be twenty or thirty candidates voted for, 
with the understanding that the board shall appoint: 
the two, three, four, five, or more persona receiving 
the highest number of votes, according to the funds 
provided. It would of course bé necessary to re- 
quest that sl! contributions with votes be sent in at 
once, not strung out through the year. I should 
like to see this plan discussed in all the Liberal 
papers by all who hav anything to say for or against 
it, and if it should seem practicable and acceptable 
generally, we should be doing well enough this year 
if we could hav the appointments made in time to hav 
the field secrotaries st work during the six months 
preceding the next Congress, and for the first experi- 
ment of kaif a year the subsidy for each need be 
only $250. : 
. Respectfully submitted by yours truly, 
E. B. Foors, JR., Vice-president. 
New York, Dec. 28, 1890. 
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The Enemy Routed. 


Several weeks sgo an article from my pen, 
styled, “The War Is Oo,” appeared. In it I de- 
seribed the enemy, our relativ positions, and the 
fighting tactics adopted by each. Since then several 
battles hav been fought, only one of which was won 
by the enemy. As it is, we are masters of the field. 
The killed and dying lie scattered about us in “rich 
profusion,” and those that liv seem to love (t) us 
better now than their "father in heaven." The 
killed we are burying as fast as possible; to the 
dying we are singing, 

Hail Columbia, happy land, 

Theological cakes made out of sand; . j 
and to the living we are sdministering the “ milk of 
human kindness." Yes, the enemy is completely 
routed. As Colonel Ingersoll once put it, when 
asked by a friend how the war was waging, “ My 
God! my Gad! We've got them on the run.” 

The first battle we fought was relativ to Grand 
Army Hall, the doors of which had been closed 
against us by the arbitrary action of Post-Commander 
Whitney and bis sdjufant, James P. Ricker. The 
matter was brought to the attention of the post by 
resolutions as publicly announced in print. The 
session was secret ard was made up of fanatics in 
line with Whitney and Ricker. Ii might appropri- 
ately be said that the resolutions were given into the 
hands of * Whitney and his gang.” No sooner were ` 
they presented than a fellow with a low, retreating, 
Methodist forehead mechanically arose and mechan- 
ically moved that they be Isid on the table. The 
said Whitney called ore of our Secular friends to 
the chair, thereby rendering him powerless to debate 
the question, and in & few wild sentences, adorned 
by “wooly and hard to curry” gestures, defended 
himself. He ended by favoring the table as the 
proper receptacle of the presented resolutions. A 
vote being taken, all voted for the motion gave one 
brave, manly, and true blue citizen. Thus battle 
one was fought and won by the enemy. 

On the same night the Sons of Veterans met. 
Having engaged their meeting-place after being 
locked out of Grand Army Hall, it was brought up 
at their session. A discussion sweet yet bitter fol- 
lowed. It waxed warm and continued until late at 
night. Finally & vote was teken, and by a good 
round majority it was decided to let the Seoularists 
continue in the ball. The pressedings of the meet- 
ing came to our ears, and while we appreciated the 
decision arrived at, and the victory accorded us 
thereby, we were not given to allow dissension to 
nudge its way into the ranka of these soldiers’ sons, 
if by any way we could prevent it. We held that if 
we continued in their hall, those smong them who 
had so bitterly opposed us would then work harm 
and trouble in the ranks of their own order. For 
that reason we gave up the keys and are now holding 
forth in Giloon’s Hail, cne of the finest in the city. 
This second battle, don’t you see, we won, and made 
it still more decisiv and cutting to our enemies by 
withdrawing with the sweets, as it were, and leaving 
them the husks. 

The third battle was won by pursuing closely the 
old saying, There are more ways to kill & est than 
one." Commander Whitney fell in this battle by 
being knocked out of office on the night of the elec- 
tion of officers. He was succeeded by Professor 
Oarl Huber. The professor is editor of the German 
paper and a strong friend to Secularism, publicly 
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favoring our Nine Damands.in the main. This was 
noised against him, but it did no harm—he got there 
just the same. He appoints the adjutant, and it can 
bo safely stated that Ricker will bo retired when his 
time is up. A new board of trustees were also 
elected, every member of which is friendly and who 
would vote for us to again take the hall. But we do 


‘not want it. We prefer not to “trouble the peace- 


ful waters.” We know “wea are the people; we 
know we are bound to geb there,” and we know 
how to leave well enough alone, 

Editor Valjean of the Blade scored one victory 
for us by introducing and advising the adoption of 
a “tenth Damand,” whereby the “survival of the fit- 
test” would occur; that is, that the knife be used 
on those bad by nsture, the impure, and the con- 
sumptiv, that they be castrated and not allowed to 
reproduce their kind, 
they wilted. Thay knew they would stand no show 
if that Demand was adopted and enforced. I met 
Whitney one day and I told him the American Sec- 
ular Union had agreed to the “tenth Demand,“ and 
that the first subjects to be operated on in Ports- 
mouth would be him and Ricker. He gave a “turtle- 
shell” laugh aad hied away. I hav not seen him 
since, 

Miss Oraddock, national secretary, aided us ma- 
terially in our battles. She routed a flank of the 
enemy completely by answering through the columns 
of the Blade certain questions propounded by Dr. 
Hon. Charles Watts also answered 
Carter, and challenged the ministers of the city to 
debaie. They failed to accept, and to do that is to 
retreat. 
sermon of Rev. Mr. MeE roy, entitled, Christianity 
aud Science, Friends or Foes?” and in answer toa 
published sermon of Rav. Dr. Tappan I addressed 
him an open letter through the Blade challenging 
him to engage in a friendly controversy. He has 
not as yet accepted, and the probability is he never 
wil. In Portsmouth it is just as Ingersoll says, 
“My God! My God! We've got them on the run.” 

Portsmouth, O. WIL. S. AxpRxs. 
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Movujiks the Slaves of Priests. 


Nothing nead ba said to American renders regard- 
ing the principles of monopoly applied to commerce. 
As consumers of articles produced, manipulated, and 
sold at artificially bloated prices, our familiarity 
with commercial monopoly leaves nothing to be 
desired. Personified and put in a popular American 
pantheon, monopoly would represent the evil one of 
commerce. 

Though a familiar subject with us in the realms of 
commerce, we, happily, never hav occasion to con- 
sider it seriously in the character of custodian and 
purveyor of spiritual food to the consciences and 
souls of the pecple. Monopolies of this character 
wers frequent enough in ante Reformation times, 
but the sole remaining relic of that barbarous age 


is nowadays to be found in holy Russia. 


The orthodox Greek church of the holy Russian 
empire ig the most, gigantic monopoly that exists 
on the face of the earth at the present day. It 
owns the exclusiv right to regulate the morals, 
direct the consciences, and warp the souls of one 
hundred million human beings. It has a patent, 
supported by the mighty power of the Russian 
government, granting to it the exclusiv right and 
title to the religious expicitation of a fourteenth 
part of the population of the earth and the power 
to punish esverely the least infringement of its rights. 

Monopoly may not always bs a curse in commerce. 
Its defenders hav sometimes even been able to make 
cut, owing to peculiar and exceptional conditions, 
cases where it may hav been s blessing in disguise. 
But there can be no manner of doubt as to the in- 
fluence and the results of the monopoly in religion. 

The blight of intolerance has smitten the priests 
with moral leprosy, that has left them without any 
resemblance to the same class in other countries. 
Russia is the only couatry in Christendom where the 
servants of the church and the wearers of the cassock 
and gown neither exercise, nor attempt to exercise, 
a good moral influence on their parishioners. Excep- 
tions there are, of course, but they we exceedingly 
rare. 

The Russian church is at one with the government 
in that it regards the people merely as a means for 
ita own support and aggrandizement. The two are 
gigantic Siamese twins who wax fat and continue to 
grow in power at the expense of the toiling millions 
of peasantry, who liv harder and enjoy less comfort 
than any set of people whom the writer, who has 
been in twenty-four countries, oan call to mind, un- 
less it baa certain class of coolies in Ohins. One 
loots them by means of the tax-gatherer and the po- 
lice, the other by means of the priesis, and by trad- 
ing on their ignorance, which it encourages, and 
their superstitions, which it is too lazy and indiffer- 
ent to root out. Aud while one forbids the victim 
to move out of his house into another without per- 
mission, or to escape through any channel whatever, 
the other has the monstrous power to imprison or 
send to Siberia anyone who presumes to assist him 


When the enemy read that 
church has become that of the dog in the manger. 


At one of our local meetings I analyzed a 


you reach a village that seems to belong to another 
country, or to au age centuries ahead of the one you 


rude stone rollers for threshing, and the grain has 


out of the slough of ignorance and superstition that 
keaps him helpless. 

To eonvert a Rassian peasant from the Greek 
church to any other branch of the Christian religion 
is a penal offensa, punishable by a long term of 
hard labor in Siberia. If he is already a sectarian 
the peasant may remain so, subject to various hu- 
miliating restrictions. What the Russian Greek 
church demands of the people is that they “keep 
quiet” and do nothing. Work and pay for masses 
and sacraments; giv money to enrich churches, and 
buy candles to burn before the icons of saints; but 
do not think; do not read; and, above all, make no 
move toward worshiping God according to. the dic- 
tates of your own conscience, or you will be punished 
and imprisoned.” 

Secured in its monopolistic power and position by 
the strong arm of the goverament, the policy of the 


Ite intolerance of propaganda is only equaled by ita 
lethargy. It will neither bestir itself to the better- 
ment of the people, who hav been given into ita 
power, nor permit others todoso. Like any other 
monopoly that has no fear of competition, it refuses 
to trouble itself about the quality of the goods it 
supplies, concerning itself solely with the question 
of warning off infringers of its prerogativ. 

In southern Russia, however, notwithstanding 
the ssvere penalties enacted against apostasy, a very 
large proportion of the people are, either openly or 
covertly, disseaters. If born outside the province 
of the orthodox church, all well and good, there is 
no need of concealment; but if a convert from 
orthodoxy, peace and security from imprisonment is 
usually secured by bribing the priest to make out 
false certificates of communion, which are, so to 
spesk, “religious passports.” This the apostate has 
to geb renewed every year, as every peasant does his 
civil passport from the police. Selling false eucha- 
ristical certificates to backsliders from the established 
church is said to double the income of many parish 
priests in southern Russia. 

All dissenting sects are known as heretics. The 
more numerous are the Stundists and the Molokane, 
or milk-eaters, so called because they drink milk 
on fast days. In riding across the steppes of the 
Ukraine and the Orimes, I used to stumble upon 
the villages of these dissenterr, as well as of Gar- 
man colonists. The most curious thing to me and 
the point I wish to explain is that you could tell 
a German or a sectarian colony as far as you 
could sea it, on account of the vast difference 
between its surroundings and those of an orthodox 
moujik village. 

Only a few miles across the steppe, on the same 
soil, and with no advantages or favors from nature, 


hav just left. The houses are built with some pre 
tense to architectural beauty; they are painted white 
and roofed with red tiles. The windows, which in 
the orthodox villages were broken, stuffed with rags 
or covered with dirt, ara as clean as in an American 
house. Each house stands in a flower garden, neatly 
fenced, and avenues.of trees are along the streets. 
Here, too, if it is harvest time, you will find the 
peasants owning a threshing. machine and other mod. 
ern appliances for ssving time aud labor. Hitherto, 


though you may hav ridden on horseback all the way | 


from Moscow, you hav seen nothing but flaila and 


been winnowed by tossiog it in the air on windy 
days. 

The secret of this tremendous transformation is 
that you hav reached the colonies of the sectarians 
who: hav pulled their necks out of the yoke of the 
monopolistic church. When I first reached one of 
these clean and prosperous villages, after several 
weeks’ experience among the orthodox, my eyes 
were gladdened as at the sight of an oasis in the 
desert. 

I was alone, a stranger and a foreigner, unable to 
speak the language beyond making known my wants. 
My companion and interpreter had returned to Mos- 
cow. As I expected, I was received with suspicion. 
For all they knew I might be a secret agent of the 
government coming among them for sinister reasons 
as Spy. These sectarians dread an agent of the gov- 
ernment more than the evil one himself. 

I showed them my American passport, which puz- 
zled them and seemed only to add to their suspicions. 
At length, however, I was taken in. The house was 
as scrupulously clean as a house in Holland. Shin- 
ing brass candlesticks stood in the broad window- 
sills, and flower-pots full of plants gladdened the 
eyes and added to the cheerfulness of this model in- 
terior of a cottage. Everything that could be pol- 
ished was bright, everything of linen as white as 
soap and elbow-greage would make it. 

For supper I had white bread and fried eggs, cold 
milk, and the only eatable butter I had seen since 
leaving Moscow. In the province of Ekalerimollav 
there is a maxim applied to a careful housewife: 
* She is good, like & Molokani wife.” At night I 
slept between clean, sweet sheets, s luxury that I had 
given up all hopes of ever enjoying in a Rzesian vil- 


— 


lage. Though they treated me in this highly accept- 
able manner, the residents, however, never ceased to 
regard me with suspicion. They positivly declined to 
talk about themselvs, though it is fair to presume 
that I might hav bad better success in drawing them 
out had I been equal to a less disjointed way of ask- 
ing questions. They were Molokani—Ruassians, in no 
way different from their slovenly, ignorant orthodox 
brethren, except in the difference that had been 
brought about by their emancipation from the slav- 
ery of a medieval church. The contrast between 
the two was so striking and so sharply defined that 
the only night I spent in & sectarian village is among 
the most vivid impressions of the ride across Russia. 

Every traveler in Russia has noticed this same dif- 
ference between the sectarian communities and those 
of ihe orthodox peasaniry. It admits only one ex- 
planation. The orthodox movjiks of Russia are at 
the present day, in spite of the vaunted emancipa- 
tion of the serfs, the veriest slaves that were ever 
chained to the earth. No negro in the United 
States was ever owned aud exploited as is the aver- 
age orthodox peasant of Russia to-day. He is owned 
jointly by a pair of hard taskmasters of which one 
exploits his body and the other his soul. O! per- 
sonal, political, or religious liberty he is as destitute 
as he was when he was a serf. If now and then one 
peasant of exceptional brains and energy manages to 
better his condition, thousands are materially worse 
off than they ever were before. The movjik has 
simply changed masters. The knout has been taken 
from the nobles and placed in the hands of the tax- 
collector. And the latter, having no personal inter- 
est in him beyond exacting Cæsars tribute, often 
spares bim less than his former master did. 

His spirituel master, the orthodox church, instead 
of sending him a benevolent, religious gentleman for 
pastor, spiritual teacher, and guide, who would teach 
him temperance and morality, and cheer and encour- 
age him in the hour of adversity, saddles him with a 
knavish servil, who encourages him to drink vodka, 
and bargains like a horse-dealer with him over the 
price of baptizing his children. 

Ten chances to one if he ever had a copy of the 
scriptures in his hands iu his life. And if he could ` 
read and was found by his pastor with a copy in his 
possession the precious gentleman would very likely 
cause him to be thrown into prison as a heretic and 
a dangerous person, or still more probable, would 
demand a bribe for omitting to do so. 

If by some extraordinary freak of human nature 
the pastor should happen to take interest enough 
in his work to preach an occasional sermon, before 
he may deliver himself of a word of what he would 
say he has got to write out his sermon and submit it 
to the blagotchinny, & sort of ecclesiastical spy and 
censor. lt is unnecessary to add that this worthy 
takes very good care that no light shall penetrate 
the darkness of the moujik’s understanding by the 
channel that he controls —Zhoimas Stevens in the 
World. 

om 


Lectures and Meetings. 


„RATIONAL Anarchy,” will be Mr. A. G. O’Shea’s subject 
at the Manhattan Liberal Club, 220 East Fifteenth street, 
Friday evening, January 2d. January 9th, Miss Ada Camp- 
bell will occupy the platform. 


Mr. W. F. Jamison writes: Our friends hav come to 
our rescue splendidly. We need no further loans; and I 
send this at once to notify Liberals to send me no more. 
Detailed report will be sent soon.“ 


Ox Sunday, January 4th, at 3 p.m, at Fraternity Rooms, 
Bedford avenue and South Second street, Brooklyn, E. D., 
before the Philosophical Association, Dr. L. G. Janes will 
dissect ‘‘ Mr. T. B. Wakeman's Philosophy.” The debate 
after the speech will be confined to the two gentlemen 
named. On the following Sunday Mr. John R. Charlesworth 
will speak at the same place. 


J. E. REMsBURG has returned from bis Western tour. He 

made a journey of over ten thousand miles, visiting Nebraska, 
Colorado, Utah, New Mexico, Idaho, Wyoming, Texas; 
Arizona, California, Oregon, Washington, British Columbia, 
and Chihuahua. He delivered from one to five lectures in 
each of the following cities and towns: Victoria, B. C.; 
Portland, Ore.; Seattle, Wash.; Tacoms, Wash.; San Fran- 
cisco, Cal; Los Angeles, Cal.; San Diego, Cal.; Ogden, 
Utah ; Albuquerque, N. M.; Aspen, Col ; Glenwood Springs, 
Col; Albion, Ida.; Almy, Wyo; San Bernardino, Cal.; 
Monterey, Cal.; Santa Rosa, Cal.; Colusa, Cal.; San Miguel, 
Cal; Merced, Cal; Snelling, Cal; Tulare City, Cal.; 
Hornitos, Cal.; Michigan Bluff, Cal.; Lemoore, Cal.; Han- 
ford, CaL; Norwalk, Cal; Santa Ana, Cal.; Forest Grove, 
Ore; Silverton, Ore; Coburg, Ore; Buckley, Wash.; 
Slaughter, Wash.; Coalville, Utah; Kamas, Utah; Grand 
Junction, Col.; Canon City, Col.; Yuma, Col.; Boulder, Col.; 
Minden, Neb.; Gibbon, Neb.; Alexandria, Neb.; Humboldt, 
Neb.; Greenville, Ore ; Logan, Utah. 
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The Picture Book, Cloth, $2.50; Boards, $2. 


urchasers of the Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Boe? ag expressed a desire for a cloth binding for it, 
we hav arranged to satisfy the demand, and for an addi- 
tional fifty cents will send it in silk Cloth, gold and black 
lettering. Illuminated board covers, $2. In either style of 
binding it is the cheapest book for the money among Free- 
! thought publications. It is also one of the very best. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 9, 18901. 


No Evidence of the Supernatural. 

The propensity to investigate source being en- 
demic to the human race, it is obvious that from this 
small germ sprang all the precious fruits cf reason 
and science. 

Enlightenment, liberty, and morality, ard their 


concomitant, happiness, in their respectiv stages of 


advancement were, and are, most highly developed 
where science has predominated over euperstition and 
its train of ignorance, spathy, degradation, cruelty, 
and general inutility. . 

AM knowledge is the result of observation and 
investigation, prompted by doubt or mental ambition. 

Notwithstanding the faot that during two centuries 
of activ and profound research into all tangible forms 


of matter, both terrestris] and firmamental, not a 


vestige of evidence of the existence of hell or heaven, 
demon or divinity, or immortality has been discov. 
ered; and mythology, confuted by its own antino- 
mies, has been doubly refuted by history ard logic. 

Although ecience has enlightened millions of the 
mentally oppressed, and greatly mitigated the bar. 
baric rigor of ail religions by exposing their fallacies, 
atrocities, extortions, usurpations, and universal der- 
potism, there yet remain populous masses swayed 
and subjugated by the pernicicus sophistry of that 
counterfeit science, theology. 

Consecutiv government constitutes one of the 
many recent theclogical innovations in sophistical 
argument. From the fact that, in the animal king- 
dom, certain lower grades cf creatures serve as prey 
to other genera in the ascendency, this latter order 
being likewise subservient to another, still superior, 
the suscessiv subordination extending to the climax, 
man, to whom all living beings sre auxiliary in some 
respect, direot or remote—from this precedent 
some theologians endeavor to establish a continuily of 
government, by the absolute creation of a dominant 
agency, Other than nature, still paramount to man. 

However, in the chimerical attempt to demonstrate 
the subjection of man to an ineorporeal power, 
conformably to this false theory of anslogous depend- 
ence, they only manifest the incompatibility of the 
distorted rule by abruptly founding a limit to its 
perpetuity in the person of God. The subordination 
of vassal to master, subjsct to sovereign, is no erite- 
rion of analogous extension. In expanding the 
limit to & hypothetical being and there terminating 
that finite rule which they apply to the infiuit, the 
sophist renounces his own sophistry. 

If the theory of suecessiv option and control of 
nature be extended to the supernatural, it then be- 
comes relevant and applicable to the supernatural 
factors; and it is equally as logical to infer that 
earth’s dynasties of kings aud subjects, lords and 
vassals, are duplicated among the aristocracy of 
heaven in an eternal line of Gods, co-eternsl, yet 
ranking singly and consecutiviy higher in authority. 

Such is the plasticity of theological speoulst on 
that its identical principles may be applied to their 
own refutation; thus overthrowing theology with 
the very weapons of its defense. 

Not in this instance alone are theological princi- 
ples self-destructiv ; but likewise in their perverted 
application of the theory of evolution do they limit 
that illimitable process by which they endeavor to 
establish an ideal soul and its intangible attributes. 
All who explicitly comprehend the theory of evolu- 
tion recognize the impossibility of immortality. Not 
vegetable, animal, and human life alone, but worlds 
and systems of worlds are alternately composed and 
disintegrated by nature’s ceaseless process of con- 
tinual and gradual mutation. No scientist has yet 
discerned immortality of any substance in one phase 
of existence. Evolution implies suecessiv composi- 
tion and decomposition, consecutiv life and death. 
But immortality signifies an existence wholly ancom- 
alous to, and independent of, this rule; therefore 
immortality would necessitate a direct violation of 
nature's cardinal and immutable law. Consistency 
is a jewel"—indigenous neither to mythology nor 
theology. 

The endeavor to revive the declining prestige of 
the Bible by the self refuting e ot 7919 5 
logic aad science, is obviously heterodox, inasmuch 
as the sciences are strictly secular institutions, owing 
their origin and sustenavce to Infidelity. The use 
of heretic means in defense of religion, and the 
adoption and application of Agnostic sciences to the 
enhancement of superstition, are a libel on honesty 
and consistency. 

The modified precepta and corrupted dogmas of 
Obristianity, its antiseriptural innovations, its reli- 
ance upon Materialistio and Atheistic sciences to 
effect its spiritual ends, its extension of the prohib. 
ited limits of toleration, its numberless infringe- 
ments of orthodox canons, and other departures from 
the doctrins of Obrist, ita founder, prove modern 
Ohrisianity to be Infidelity in disguise, or heresy in 
defiance. 

Theology, i.e., the ' science" of the unscientific 
wherein is illustrated that marvelous mathematical 
problem, thrice one is one and once one is three 
may be defined as a chaotic medley of orthadoxy 


and Infidelity, and, being divided against itself, oan | 


not endure. — 


peace and happiness. 


sary. Will Ds Witt tell us all about the rafters, giv 
us the dimeusions of the timbers, where they grew, 
how he got them up there, and above all tell us what 
need there is of sky-rafters? Matter always existed 
aud the planets are kept in their places or on their 
courses by attraction and repulsion among them- 
selvs; and as there is no need of sky. rafters I would 
advise him to get them down as quickly as possible, 
and let the members of the Young Men's Christian 
Association saw and split them up for fuel for poor 
widows, instend of wasting so much time in playing 
ball and other sports, and then his hearers would 
hav nothing bub imagination to hang their relig- 
ion on. 

In another sermon he says the weather-bureau bas 
several times spoken of cyclones to come the next. 
day; but when the day arrived the sun shone bright 
and all was pleasant with no appearance of cyclone. 
Why was that? Why, the cyclone struck a prayer 
and glanced cff to punish a people that had not 
prayers enough to change its course. Think of that, 
reader! Of all the foolishness I hav heard or read 
from the pulpits, I hav found nothing more foolish 
than this. When a cyclone or fire destroys a theater, 
a museum, or other place of amusement, he calls it a 
judgment of God for their wickedness; but when 
his Tabernacle was burnt and his dupes began to 
talk about buying a larger lot and building a larger 
tabernacle, so that he could rake in more money, he 
called it a baptism of fire for the glory of God. 
De Witt bas made a journey to the Holy Land and 
taiks about the miserable, rocky, barren co: ntry as 
though he thought every stone was sacred nough 
to pave the streets of heaven. There is no:nd to 
his praise of that barren country. They tty he 
brought home oro of the stones to put in his 7 aber- 
nacle. Why then should he preach any more s; ainst 
the heathen who worship stocks and stones? Tae 
teathen prove themselvs wiser than Talmage, for the 
stocks and stones that they worship will not harm 
them, while the God of Talmage is accused in his 
own book of pouring cut his wrath and vengeance on 
his own children, and is going to punish a large 
portion of them with eternal torments because their 
great great grandmother ate one of his apples hun- 
dreds or thousands of years before they were born. 

Reader, think of a cyclone striking a prayer and 
glancing off to some other place! Oan all cf the 
eighty thousand priests of the different sects in this 
country get up anything more foolish? If all the 
prayers that the human race has ever uttered toa 
supreme being were packed tcgether, and if a mur- 
keto should strike the budget, instead of glancing off 
he would go through it without knowing it. No law 
of nature was ever yet suspended or turned aside by 
prayers, and never will be; and the sooner people 
atop praying to unknown Gods, and go to work to 
answer their own prayers by doing gord, the better 
it will be for all. J. Hacker. 

Vineland, N. J., D30. 16, 1890. 
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Taxation. 


The American Secular Union is devoted, at least 
professedly, to the separation of church ard state. 
Its headquarters and chief cfficers are in our Od 
Keystone state. Now is an opportunity for it to 
do some missionary work right at its own door. At 
the present time church property pays no taxes, and 
it is very probable that the next session of our legis- 
lature will revise our tax laws. Aud they need it. 
badly enough. The committee on taxation made 
the report and drafted “ Bill No. 1,” * An not to pro- 
vide for revenue for local purposes by taxation,” ete. 
You will find in Section II, page 6, Regular places 
of stated religious worship with the necesssry curti- 
lageappurtenant thereto, not exceeding five acres, and 
the furniture and musical instruments necessary for 
and used therein,” shall be exempt from taxation. 

Now is the time to work without delay if any good 
is to be accomplished. Petitions should be poured 
in upon our legislators, and proper literature gent to 
them to inform them properly upon this very impor- 
tant question. Many of our legislators take that par- 
sgraph as a matter of course without a thought, but 
if awakened at the proper time they would at least 
consider the matter. Aud even if the Secular Union 
cannot gain its obj2ct it will nevertheless open the 
eyes of many now blind and let some light unto the 
present benighted idolators. You will- find in the 
game section as above, class 4, “ Taxable: Horses and 
cattle, sheep and swine, wearing apparel, household 
furniture, aud tools and implements used for the pur- 
suit of a trade or calling,“ eto., shall be taxed. . The 
rail- splitter shall hav his maul and wedges taxed. 
The woodchopper shall hav his sx taxed—yes, his 
pants and shirt end hat, and shoes if he doesn’t go 
barefooted, shall be taxed, according to Bill No. 1. 


What is so repulsiv to a sane mind ag the dogma 
of self creation ; which, analyzed, signifies that God 
begat, conceived, accouched, and nursed himself? 
Yet believe or be damned,” credulity or death! 
Long liv theology, that cherished ‘science ” which 
soothes the sinner’s anguish with the ecstatic consola- 
tion that non-performance of impossibility is re- 
warded by the torture of eternal agony ! 

The biblical character of God is hideous, more 
“infernal” than “divine.” His theological attri- 
butes are incompatible, anomalous, and heteroge- 
neous; aud all the hypothetical phases of his exist. 
ence hav proved inadequate to withstand the test 
either of scier oe or unprejudiced common senge. 

Eternity, infinity, omnifie ability, omnipoteree, 
Omnuiscience, omnipresence, impeccability, msgna- 
nimity—these bewildering characteristics of the 
alleged God are not only, each and all, alternately 
affirmed and denied by the unholy scriptures, but 
are logically incapable of coeval existence in one in- 
dividual being. The theological divinity is annihi 
lated by the same code of theories by which he was 
invented. He alternately defends and criminates 
himself by his dictated documentary testimony; and 
bumen paralogy likewise subverts the very image 
which it essays to erect. 

Concedipg, for the purpose of antithesis, the infin- 
ity and omnipresence of God, the entire firmament, 
animals and map, angel and demon, heaven and hell, 
not only comprise his ubiquitous throne, but are 
component and inseparable elements of God—i.e., 
nature. Hence, mortals are likewise eternal, infinit, 
omnipotent, impeccable, etc., and in other and all 
respects co-equal and co-eternal with God. Other- 
wise God is neither infinit nor omnipresent, for om. 
nipresence is absent from nothing and nowhere, and 
infinity includes every infinitesimal atom of substance 
and space. If God were immutable prior to the 
period of alleged creation, then at the inception 
thereof he forfeited that attribute, for creation er- 
tails action and action incurs change. . 

Concerning the Apologists and Recorcilers, if this 
immunity of transposing, distorting, and ctherwise 
misinterpreting the numerous cortradictory, ambig- 
uous, and fulsome oracles of the sacred texts be ac- 
corded to theologians, cannot skeptics and dissenters 
utilize a similar system of hermeneutics in subver- 
sion of every creed and theory thus produced ? 

By the adoption of the theological ratiocination in 
secular matters, every falsehood and libel ever 
uttered ‘by human lips could be similarly reconciled 
with absolute truth, to the utter extinction of dis- 
crimination between truth and error, morality and 
barbarity, justice and cruelty. 

Should the advance and expansion of reason dur- 
ing the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries be a 
plausible criterion of religious decadence, one-half 
century hence should record the epoch of dispersion 
of the last vestige of humanity’s universal foe; of 
the deflection of annual billions of long-perverted 
revenue to legitimate channels; of the grand frui- 
tion of the noblest purposes of mankind, perfect 
M. L. SALTER. 


Williams, Ariz. 
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Talmage's Folly. 


Is Da Witt Talmage insane or a natural-born 
fool, the offspring of a pair of fanatical cranks ? 
He tells his congregation that they keep their relig- 
ion hung up on the cloudy rafters of the sky. He 
makes no distinction—does not seem to hav any real 
saints that keep their religion here fcr every-day use 
as their master commanded them, feeding the bun- 
gry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and impris- 
oned ; but lumps them all together and accuses them 
all of keeping their religion hung up on the sky- 
rafters. 

Is that the reason why poor widows put their 
children and themselvs to death to avoid the pangs 
of starvation? Is it the reason why sewing women 
in cellar and garret when a season of short work 
overtakes them are forced to resort to houses of iil. 
fame to eke out a miserable existence? It is not 
two years since s Philadelphia paper told us that in 
that city New York and Brooklyn women had be- 
eome 80 short of work that they were flocking by 
scores to such places to avoid starvation. 

Oh, if D» Witt/s congregation hav religion enough 
hung up on the rafters to purchase one five-cent 
loaf or a one-cent cracker, let them get it down at 
once, for there are scores of women and children in 
that city that sre suffering the pangs of hunger every 
hour of their lives. 

Until recently Da Witt has held that God upheld 
the skies, but now he has relieved him of that tire- 
some duty and has got sky-rafters. Will he tell us 
all about those rafters? The other day I read of a 
stick of timber four hundred feet long and fifteen | But regular places of stated religious worehip with” 
feet in diameter; and Mr. Reynolds, who is lecturing | eto., with their millions upon millions, and steeples - 
in the West, speaks in a late communication of gee- | towering to the sky, with “all the curtilage appurte- 
ing trees from five to twenty feet in diameter and | nant thereto,” shall go without paying a cent of tax, 
three to four hundred feet high. This timber, large | so that the poor man may hav the more to pay—so 
as it is, is less than a grain of musterd-seed beside that the prophecy may be fulfilled. Now is the 
tbe largest mountain, in comparison with what would | time to act Onur legislature meets in a few weeks, 
be wanted for sky-rafters, provided rafters were neces:' Mulberry, Pa. L. W. Liaagry. 


Poetry. 


A Petition 


TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- | 


TIVS OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Ye Sevators who sit in state, 
And make the laws to regulate 
All sinners prone to desecrate ` 

The Sabbath day, 

We humbly ask in this petition, 
To save such sinners from perdition, 
You pass a law to force submission 

To gospel sway. 


(It may be well just here to mention, 
Tne saints in solemn church convention 
Resolved. decreed without dissension, 

... "Tis their belief, : 
That Sunday is a holy day, 
When all should go to church and pray, 
And drop a nickle ín the tray 

For their relief.) 


The devil has stirred up of late, 

In every hamlet, town, and state, 
What may be termed a mortal hate 

Of our class. 
They do proclaim for gold we preach, 
“Aad disbelieve e’en what we teach, 
Say Every parson is a leech,” 
Or else an ass.” 


When Sunday comes (our holy fake“) 
Tae gandere flock to tield or lake, 
Tbe ducklings follow in their wake 

For sport or play. 
While vacant stand the empty pews, 
The gospel’s robbed of half its dues, 
And ministers hav got the blues 

For want of pay. 


Now, what we want to right this wrong, 

You make a law, and fence it strong, 

Horse-high, pig-tight, also bull-strong, 
will be divine. 

And if they seek to break the law 

We'll make them feel the gospel claw, 

Aud sell their beds, of husk or straw, 
To pay the fine. i 


And having passed such resolution, 
Engraft it on the Constitution, 
And then apply the strong solution 
To all complaint. 
But still exempt the clergy class, 
To field and flocks giv them a pass. 
Put no stiff bridle on the ass 
Or godly saint. 


But let the donkey roam at large, 

O er all the herds giv him the charge; 

Alone he’ll steer the gospel barge 
Through rocks of sin. 

Giv him access to every fair, 

For he might want to wander there, 

His gospel gifts and grace to share 
With those wi hin. 


Nw all ye sinners, young and old, 
Betake thee to the gospel fold, 
And hear the sacred ass unfold 

` His holy brief. 
How Adam, kicked from Eden’s garden, 
Without God’s mercy, grace, or pardon, 
With Madam Eve, her Dolly Varden 

A single leaf, 


Compelled to earn, by sweat of brow, 
Taeir daily food, like horse or cow, 
To either hold or draw the plow ` 
To till the land, 
And all because a wayward wife 
Plucked apples from the tree of life, 
Piaced there to tempt and stir up strife 
By God’s commend. 


Ye “ bunnies” skelping down the path, 

Mind how you cut your Sunday swath, 

Lest you incur God’s awful wrath 
Right then and there. 

The gospel hawk is hovering round, 

And soon he'll swoop along the ground, 

And scalp thee like à hungry hound, 
Leave hide nor hair. 


Ye umping squirrels on the tree 

Mind how you take your Sabbath spree; 

A gospel eye is watching thee 
With direful threat. 

He soon shail raise his gospel gun, 

Spoil all your sacrilegious fun, 

And Sabbath-breakers be less one, 
Don’t you forget. 


Ye sheep and lambkins at your play, 

You must not frisk on Sabbath day ; 

Get down upon your knees and pray, 
Your fate bewail. 

Go seek the shelter of some trees, 

Get down upon your bony knees ; 

And if you cannot pray, just sneeze 
And shake your tail. 


. Now, all ye songsters of the grove, 
Ye bobolinks and cooing doves, 
Leave off your Sabbath songs of love 

And fly away. 
Go seek some lone, secluded glade, 
Where sunlight never enters shade, 
And sulk like some neglected maid, 
And spend the day. 


Ye ducklings circling round the lake, 
You must not light your thirst to slake, 
Or make love to your favorit drake, 
Or dive, or swim. 
But hie thee to the gospel herd, 
And hear extolled the holy word; 
And, fluttering like a wounded bird, 
Confess your sin. 


Ye kine all browsing on the hill, 
Or grazing by the gurgling rill, 


‘| The individualists wil thank J. Madison 
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"Tis Sabbath day. You must not fill 

] Your hungry maw, 

But seek thee out some pile of stones, 

i Get down upon your marrow-bones 

And spend the day in sighs and groans, 
Such is the law. 


And last, not least, that creature man, 
Who dares our holy laws to scan, 
And act out Mother Nature's plan, 

. Free as the air, 
Bring him right swiftly to the cross, 
Convince him that he hath a boss, 
And make him feed the gospel hoss 
| A double share. 


Thus shall the Jaw the church sustain, 

The church and Jaw the priest maintain ; 

While all the land shall be aflame 

With gospel light; 

| The state and church in one combine, 

| A holy trust, a pool divine, 

While priests like rotten mack'rel shine 
In moonlight night. 


Washington, D. C. C. W. 


Zlew Publications. 


Unless otherwise speotfied, all publications 
| noticed here can be had of Taz TRUTH BEEKER 
| Company, at the prices named. 


I 
| 
i 
i 
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„„The Rich Man's Fool," is a thick paper- 
| covered fitty-cent novel, by Robert C. Givens, 
| published by Laird & Lee, Chicago. Itis a 
; wild effort of imagination, not unskilfully 
i worked out, but padded to repletion with 
‘commonplace dialog and description. It 
; may serve to amuse but has no real value. 


| The Dramatic Mirror publishes a Christ- 
mas number as pretty as colored inks and 
| skilful presswork can make it. Portraits of 
| some handsome actresses also appear therein, 
and many entertaining sketches by profes- 
| gional people, as those who amuse and in. 
! struct us on the stage are termed. Price, 25 
cents. 


Hook for putting their arguments into such 
compact and get-at-able shape as he has done 
| in a little ten-cent pamphlet called Human 
Rights,” to which E. C. Walker, the pub- 
| lisher, has added a lucid Introduction. Mr. 
Hook has dug down to fundamental princi- 
| ples, and has produced & book which may be 
safely commended to the careful study of all 
who want to know what is right and why it 
is right. 

„Shall the Bible be Read in Our Public 
Schools?“ by Richard B. Westbrook, presi- 
dent of the American Secular Union, is the 
lecture he delivered at the Union's last con- 
gress at Portsmouth, Ohio. As we printed a 
large part of it in the report of the congress 
our readers know all about it. Dr. West- 
brook has had it very neatly printed for the 
Union by the J. B. Lippincott Company, and 
we shall be glad to help circulate it over the 
icountry. Single copy 10 cents; per dozen, 
60 cents. 

** Agnosticism and Immortality," by Sam- 
uel Laing, and Humanity and Dogma,” by 
Amos Waters, are uncovered pamphlets 
issued by the London Propagandist Press 
i Committee" to spread the principles of Rad- 
icalism. The aim of the writers is to convert 
** by persuasivness rather than undue hostil- 
ity toward the popular creeds.” Both writers 
are gentlemen well known to Eng ish Radi. 
cals as scholarly contributors to the Agnostic 
Journal, and Watts’s Agnostic Annual and 
Literary Guide, and their work is highly ap- 
preciated on the other side. 


** Socialism vs. Individualism,” is a report 
of a debate at Nottingham between Mrs. 
Annie Besant, Socialist, and Mr. Frederick 
Miller, of the Liberty and Property Defense 
League. The gentleman was placed in a 
difficult position, for there are few debaters 
so able as Mrs. Besant, but he seems to hav 
! borne up well, though Mrs. Besant obtained 
the greater share of the applause. The 
debaters dwelt more upon the supvosable 
effects of the two systems applied to Eagland 
than upon their abstract principles, and the 
speeches therefore lose some of their interest 
to non-residents of England. The pamphlet 
is published by C. J. Welton, 42 Milton 
street, Nottingham, and would cost 10 cents 
sent here. 

There was Once & young man, of Congre- 
gational antecedents, who owned a yacht, 
but he found that yachting and church- 
‘membership were not compatible in calm 
weather; so he sold his yacht and bought a 
bicycle on which to ride tochurch. But so 
in love did he get with his Safety machine 
that he forgot the church, rode all over the 
town on Sundays, and finally started a bicycle 
store. We are reminded of this by receiving 
the Pope Manufacturing Company's Bicycle 
i calendar for 1891, a very convenient calen. 
dar for the desk, adorned with texts showing 
the great advantages of owning a machine, 
‘either Ordinary or Safety. They can be had 
iof the company at Boston. The name of the 
young man who was saved from the church 
by the purchase of the Safety is Smith, and 
his place of business is 1238 Bedford avenue, 


1891. 


Brooklyn, where inquirers as to the fact of 
his conversion should apply. Conclusion: 
The Bicycle is a moral agent. 


The story of American iron. making in the 
Popular Science Monthly is continued in the 
January number, with an account of the in- 
troduction of Iron Mills and Puddling- 
Furnaces.” Dr. Andrew D. White has one 
of his vigorous ** Warfare of Science? chap. 
ters in this issue, entitled From Babel to 
Comparativ Philology," in which the origin 
of the tower legend is given, and the history 
of the belief that Hebrew was the original 
language is traced. There is a paper on 
The Peopling of America,” by the eminent 
French authority, M. De Quatrefages. 
Garrett P. Serviss contributes one of his 
attractiv articles about the stars, describing 
** Btar-Btreams and Nebulæ,” with anillustra- 
tion. Professor Huxley writes on The 
Aryan Question and Prehistoric Man,” attack- 
ing the idea that the forefathers of the peo- 
ple of Europe and India must hav been one 
race, because they spoke one language. One 
of the Monthly's correspondents raises the 
question what basis science givs for moral 
conduct, and is answered in the Editor's 
Table.” Fifty cents a number, $5 a year. 


Adam &nd Charles Black of Edinburgh, 
whose agents here are Macmillans, hav done 
a first-rate thing in projecting a series of 
small books on Science in Plain Language." 
Two of these books now at hand are Evolu- 
tion: Antiquity of Man," and *''Astron- 
omy: Bun, Moon, Stars, etc." 'The books 
are what the name of the series implies, are 
written by eminent scholars, and will be 
found particularly useful to those who 
hav not access to voluminous text.books, yet 
desire to know what science says about so 
much of the universe a8 man can investigate. 
The two books named are by William Dur. 
ham, F. R. S. E. The one on Evolution deals 
with Natural Selection—Origin of Species, 
antiquity of man, etc; Protoplasm—origin 
of life, etc.; Color—of flowers and animals; 
Movement—of plants. In this last division 
are some interesting data concerning carniv- 
orous plants. 'The volume on astronomy 
contains papers on the Sun and Bolar Energy ; 
the Moon; Weighing the Sun and Moon; 
Size and Mass of the Earth; Planet Worlds 
and Suns; Fixed and Variable Stars; Star 
Clusters. Nebu!z. and Comets; Contents of 
Space; Formation of the Heavenly Bodies; 
Tides; Light; the Spectroscope. The price 
of each volume is 50 cents. 


**Freethinking and Free Inquiry,” aP 


seventy-five-cent limp- cloth- bound book pub- 
lished by W. Stewart & Co., London, is the 
first part of a series of manuals to be devoted 
to sketching the outlines of a aystem of 
Rationalistic philosophy, as ‘‘ Agnosco,” the 
author, explains in the pretace. Buch a sys- 
tem, he says. will be based upon modern, 
scientific, and evolutionary principles, and 
may be regarded as a critical philosophy. 
Destructiv criticism has long been used with 
good effect in the cause of Rationalism, and, 
while the author admits the good work it has 
done and is doing, he believes that the time 
has come for Rationalism to make better use 
of constructiv criticism, for the purpose of 
building up society upon more reasonable 
lines than those of the past. It cannot be 
doubted that the application of scientific 
methods to the study of society and morals, 
and of evolutionary principles to psychology 
and sociology, and also to ethics, must hav a 
vast effect upon our ideas, not only of life 
and mind, but also of politics and morality ; 
and the importance of & true method of 
criticism therein cannot be overlooked. This 
volume contains the analysis of Freethought 
per se, and ot Freethought in science, politics, 
and religion. The synthesis is. Rationaliem 
asa philosophy; the scope of Rationalism ; 
Education. Thesummary of the work shows 
the author to be a disc ple of Herbert 
Spencer. 


Of the novel, Is This Your Son, My 
Lord?” Miss Susan H. Wixon writes: 
„This is the title of. Helen Gardener’s latest 
bork. The matter is as meaty. interesting, 
and taking as jts title. It is firm, strong, 
daring. It is unflinching for the truth. It 
is royal for the right. After one begins the 
reading of this book it is hard to lay it by 
until the last page is reached. It deals with 
facts as they are, in a firm, masterly manner. 
The idea that there is one code of morality 
for women and another totally different for 
men has long prevailed. Through the teach- 
ings of the Bible and the canon law, woman 
has been, and is still regarded, the slave and 
underling of man. Terribly has she suffered 
on this account. One by one the ecclesias- 
tical chains are being sundered. This book of 
Miss Gardener’s is one more ringing blow at 
the crumbling symbol of bondage. 

„Many college boys will see themselvs in 
these pages. Fred Harmon and his schem- 
ing, but weak-minded mother, are types true 
to life. They are in every community. We 
shudder at Preston Mansfield’s bestial father, 


yet his kind, in a degree, is far too common 
for the comfort and safety of women. As an 
offset to this claes stands Harvey Ball, brave, 
honest, true—a self-poised, moral man. It is 
& relief to read his character. f 
The book commends itself to the thought- 
ful attention of every intelligent person. I: 
is prettily bound in paper covers, 257 pages, 
and the portrait of its bright and handsome 
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author adds to its worth and finish. It sells 
at the low price of half a dollar.” 


* Roses and Rue" is the title of Saladin’s 
latest volume, a handsomely printed and 
bound book of 256 pages, price $1.50. The 
title reveals the nature of the contents—the 
Roses are the sentiments of love and kindli- 
ness and good-will, clothed in words of 
beauty; the Rue the bitter, sarcastic, caustic 
arraignment of a false religion and hypocrisy 
which Saladin likes to indite. The book con- 
tains nearly forty ‘‘random notes and 
sketches,” as the author calls them, but they 
are really word pictures. Saladin is a 
Scotchman and there is in all his writings a 
background of rugged mountains and invit- 
ing valleys—Scotch harshness with what he 
conceives to be error, and deep tenderness 
for loved friends and a loved cause. These 
pieces therefore express both sides of this 
character, to which is added a Carlyleian 
contempt for the thirty millions of Eagland 
who bow before Mammon and a Ghost. 
Like Thoreau’s ‘‘ Week” and ‘‘ Walden” it 
is a volume for the fireside and Sunday mus- 
ing, to read again and again, and its resonant 
sentences will probably make the reader an 
unconscious plagiarist. The sketches hav no 
connection with each other, or anything else, 
yet & purpose runs through the book—the 
purpose to bring out the right and retire the 
wrong, to point out the follies of humanity 
and the feebleness of Christianity when 
brought into the court of common sense. 
They are sadly serious, contemptuously hu- 
morous, tenderly poetic, chivalrously pas- 
sionate, and when Saladin goes upstairs to 
the golden bedroom prepared for such guests 
88 he his biographer will find this volume a 
revelation of his character, and will hav little 
trouble in cataloging his virtues. Perhaps it 
is because these sketches ‘‘ giv him away” 
80 plainly that he selected them for a volume, 
‘for he is something of an Egoist, writing the 
letter I large, and like most pronounced 
geniuses gages the value of the world by its 
value to himself. His fellow-countryman, 
Carlyle, was a man of that sort, and it seems 
to be natural to Scotchmen, who are (it 
would be treason for us to deny it) of the 
salt of the earth. John Knox's God was but 
& vastly exaggerated Scotchman, a million 
times magnified image of himself, and he 
filled heaven completely. 

The subjects of the sketches in Roses 
and Rue” run from such weighty themes as 
„God in the Constitution "--American Con- 
stitution—to such topics as Warts,” and 
the man who can put them both into one 
volume and not become ridiculous may be 
ardoned much. And who but a man of 
genius could make an essay on Thomas Cats 
8 pleasing, philosophícal, and valuable con- 
tribution to the literature of science? Or giv 
to a king’s mistress, Fair Rosamond,” a 
halo of purity compared to which the aure- 
ole about a messiah’s head is impenetrable 
fog? Or pick a dying man of genius out of 
the gutter, and because he has sometimes 
written well put him into the pantheon ded- 
icated to the gods? Nearly all of these 
sketches do marvelous things; they are 
masterpieces of art, and the common world 
wil one -day ‘‘discover” Saladin as it has 
discovered Thoreau. whose books no one 
read when he was alive, but are now in their 
double figure editions. We hav space for 
only a short extract, and choose a picture in 
Britain when feudal castles, crowded with col- 
lared slaves, brawling lords, and brutal men- 
at-arms, were English institutions, and wars 
with the Northmen were always on hand. 
Standing on the summit of Fairlie Castle, 
like an eagle on some isolated rock, this 
Scotchman dreamed back into the vanished 
past. Gone were the lichens and the 
flaunting ragweeds and the great gnarled 
knees and elbows of ivy that clung to the 
gray stone and mortar of the time-defying 
wails, and round me were fire and gore; and 
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banners tossed above me emblazoned with 


Scotland's ruddy Lion and Norway’s sable 
Raven; the air was rent with yells, and the 
earth was riven with armed feet, and the 
sword filled with blood the furrows which 
battle had plowed in desperation and agony. 
Down went the Lion banner; my heart beat 
madly—I was a Scot and not a Dane, and 
over the gulf of ten centuries, swinging a 
battle-ax with the cry of ‘Albanich! Alba- 
nich Scotland! Scotland!’ J rushed single- 
handed against & forest of Norwegian spears. 
The clang and the grapple were over; the 
evening fell, and to feast on the dead the 
raven came from the field, the gull from the 
sea, and the wolf from the forest. 


* There was peace. In the sunlight the 
warder paced lazily to and fro on the battle- 
ments. Flagons jangled on the board, and 
hoarse voices sang of shipwrecks, and kisses, 
and swords. There was the whirr of the 
wheel as the women spun their lint, and the 
barsher whirr of the grindstone as the men 
sharpened their blades. 

“I dreamed back to the olden dayr, 

And knight and dame were there, 


And the firelight of her father's halla, 
On the curis of Fairlie Fair. 


„And proudly Beauty's white breast heaved, 
Nor valor toiled in vain, 
And the glorions glow of the olden world 
Lighted up the world again.” 

One can almost hear the minstrels singing 
the ballads, see the brutal old warriors drain- 
ing their great tankards, and hear the rustle 
of the women’s garments as they retire to per- 
mit the nobie lords to drink themse!vs under 
the big oak table. Taine has not done better, 
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n done. Our correspondent’s statement implies that | the Nine Demands of Liberalism do not provide for 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. until * God was pretty well dead” with him he did | such propsgandism. 
* FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. not attempt to do much reforming. Does he think — 
„ ; he is the only one in the world in the same condi- Good Work—Pash It, Texans ! 
E. M. Maopomrp,  - . 7 Editor. | tion? Shall the work of Liberalism stop because he iss The San Antonio, Tex, Secular Union has 
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“buckled down to business,” as the secretary puts 
it, and is endeavoring to repeal the Sunday laws of 
the state, so far as they require the observance of . 
Sunday as a religious institution. Petitions hav 
been printed and sent to all the Freethinkers the 
Union knows, who are urged to obtain signatures, 
and thus show the lawmakers that Sunday laws are 
considered by a large number of Texans to be ob- 
aoxious and unjust. The following is the text of 
the petition : 

** To the Honorable, the Twenty-Second Legislature of the 

State of Texas : 


no longer studying for the ministry? It occurs to 
us that there are a few hundred thousand people in 
his own state with whom God is not “ pretty well 
dead,” and who might be benefited by a perusal of 
the columns of THz Taura SEERER. 

As a matter of fact, however, is “ God pretty well 
dead?” We wish we could think so, but the facte 
‘are the other way. Oreeds are crumbling, churches 
are becoming liberalized in their tenets, people are 
thinking—there is no doubt of that, but what are 
they doing withal to achieve justica between man 
and man? Whatever it is, it is only that they may 
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Truth Seeker Annual for 189] 


WILL BE AN ARTIOLE ENTITLED 


"ANET SPOOKS: WHERE ARE THEY?" 


By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 


In renewing your subscription to The Truth Seeker 
inclose 25 cents and the Annual will be forwarded as 
soon as issued. 


What Kills the Leagues and Unions. 


‘Recently we received a letter from the secretary of 
a “Liberal League,” an unofficial and private letter 
which we are inclined to print as text for a little ser- 
mon, withholding the name of officer and town : 

** Why do you not publish more books and pamphlets on 
economic subjects?” Those are in great demand these days. 
‘God’ is pretty well dead in the higher circles of reformers 
in this city and even in the churches, and now the aspira- 
tions of men religiously free are seeking physical liberty 
and justice. Only a year and a half ago I was highly con- 
servativ, and studying for the ministry ; to-day 1 am an hon- 
ored member of the * League? and working for full freedom.. 

** Affectionately, P4 

Accompanying this was the notice of a lecture to 
be given before the League (which we should hav 
printed had it arrived in time) upon a subject as for- 
eign to the objects of the League as would be a dis- 
cussion of the filioque clause of the Nicene creed be- 
fore a tariff reform club. 

In the first place, there will be found in Taz TuvvH 
Szrxzr bookstore about all the books and pamphlets 
on economic subjects that hav been issued by any- 
body, and the genial business manager will be happy 
to supply the secretary with any one of them at the 
regular price, with discounts suited to the quantity 
purchased. Human endeavor to reform the world 
politically is as laudable as any reform effort, and 
Tun Tnörn Szexze, so far as it can without neglecting 
its own cause, aida it, while not pronouncing for any 
particular reformatory scheme. Education on all 
subjects is our motto. We can furnish literature 
Socialistic, Anarchistic, Nationalistic ; books on Land 
Reform, the Farmers’ Alliance, Political Economies, 
or Malthusianism ; on Free Trade and Protection, as 
well as essays on Physiology, Sexology, Hygiene, 
and Physical and Mental Training. We can furnish 
arguments for Prohibition, High License, and no Li- 
cense. In short, we are Reformers, with a big R, 
from the front door to the roof of the editorial sanc. 
tum, and ask that people investigate every subject 
under the sun, because by investigation of facts and 
by logical thinking thereon is the world shoved shead, 
and civilization and happiness and justice promoted. 
The human race, averaging it up, means well ; it is 
ignorance due to the low estate from whence it came 
that has got it into such a deep hole of misery. 

But—and we hav said this a good many times—we 
believe the most vital point of reform is to free men’s 
minds. Until that is done, nothing else can be 


respondent writes, and there see a man on trial for 


dungeon. Is our correspondent’s state so physically 
free for heretics that he can afford to fold hia arms 
and do nothing to educate the people out of their 
superstition? Is even he free to do what he pleases 
now on Sundays? Oan he afford to ignore religious 
tyranny when the church closes his city up one 
seventh of the time? What economic tyranny is 
there that does this? 

We cannot see the wisdom of Liberal Leagues de. 
serting their colors and flying off to “economics” till 
the battle is won—and it is not won by any means, 
and never will be won by lectures on the politics of 
foreign countries and the discussion of dreams. One 
victory, or half victory, over fanatics who try to im- 
prison for heresy is of more value in achieving phys 
ical liberty than all of these. And generally it is be- 
cause no practical work is undertaken that leads to 
splits in Liberal Leagues and Secular Unions. Do- 
ing nothing engaging all their energies, they find 
time to quarrel over theories impossible of realiza- 
tion. A case in point is a League in a neighboring 
city. For years it was devoted to lectures and dis- 
cussion, discussion and lectures, discussion, discus- 
sion, discussion! Then it began on “economics,” 
and the Economists had the floor; nothing but 
Socialism or its opposit was heard. The Freethink- 
ers grew as tired of that as the Economists had of 
the discussions on Jonah and the whale. The 
League was divided; the Economists, who had not 
been able to maintain a separate organization, 
brought in their followers, and took possession. 
The Freethinkers formed a Secular Union, and there 
are two societies now, and the “‘schism” weakens 
both. Scores of Leagues hav been killed in just this 
way—too much discussion—no aggressiv work—~in- 
difference—death. If this League had grappled 
with the questions of “ physical liberty presented in 
its own city ; if it had gone to work for some one— 
any one, or all—of the Nine Demands, there would 
hav been no opportunity for the clash of opinions 
which finally disrupted it. “Satan finds some evil 
work for idle hands to do,” runs the saying. The 
devil in this case was Discord, but he would hav been 
killed had the League done instead cf discussed. 

With the Catholics overrunning our politics, the 
Protestants taking one day every week from the peo- 
ple, and both dipping their hands clear to the elbows 


in every state, county, and almost every municipal 


treasury in the land—with taxes on produetiv prop- 
erty swollen by unjust exemptions—the Bible forced 
into almost every school in the land—heretics de- 
prived of civil rights in our courts—men imprisoned 
for not observing the church’s holy day—it seems to 
us a poor time for discussing “iridescent dreams.” 
Work, and not economies, is needed ; and the harder 
the Leagues and Unions work for the objects for 
which they were formed the less opportunity for 
division will there be. 

But if they deliberately set out to propagate So- 
cialism or Anarchism they should not call their or- 
ganizations “Liberal Leagues” or “Secular Unions.” 
The constitution of the American Secular Union and 


four years, go out twenty miles from where our cor- 


denying the Christian religion and in danger of s 


States, and we would most respectfully petition your honor- 
able body to repeal all laws requiring the observance of 
Sunday as a religious institution, or tending to that end.” 
The petition should be circulated for signatures, 
and then sent to the representativ in the legislature 
at Austin, of the district in which the signers reside, 
before the last day of February, 1891. Oopies may 
be procured of the secretary of the Union, Otto 
Praeger, 262 East Commerce street, San Antonio. 
We unite with Mr. Praeger in asking that every 
Freethinker in Texas take an activ interest in this 


work. 
— — — — 


No Bible and But Little Religion in Chicago 
Schools. 


The Protestant women of Chicago some time ago 
inaugurated a movement to restore Bible reading in 
the public schools of that city, a practice discontinued 
because of Catholic opposition. They prepared pe- 
titions to the Board of Education, held public meet- 
ings, and used the Protestant churches to help along 
the movement, which a few weeks sgo appeared for- 
midable. 

The board, however, has unanimously refused the 
prayer of the petitioners. The report ov which the 
vote was based said simply that the committee on 
school management, after hearing the arguments 
advanced in favor of Bible reading, had carefully 
considered the subject, and decided that for the 
general welfare of the schools the petition ought not 
to be granted. 

Chicago leads the large cities of the union in this 
reform. There are two puritanical notions which 
the Catholic church opposes practically—Bible read- 
ing in schools and a blue-law Sunday—for which 
Freethinkers cau commend her. That she does it 
for selfish ends is true, but the result is more justice 
and freedom for the community. 

But the exclusion of Bible reading is not all of 
Chicago’s reform, if Professor Swing is accurate. 
In a recent sermon he lamented that from year to 
year the religious pages hav been eliminated from 
readers intended for use in the public schools. He 
makes this statement : 

“ Thirty-three years ago McGuffey’s Reader contained one 
hundred and one pieces in prose and poetry, thirty-three of 
which were religious. In his sixth Reader, published re. 
cently, but seventeen of the one hundred and thirty.eight 
pieces pertain to religion, wit and humor taking its place. 
Children laugh more and muse less. This religious senti- 
went is lessened still further in a recent fifth Reader, which 
has only four religious pieces in one hundred, and in a pop- 
ular fourth Reader there is not a religious piece. In an ele- 
gant fifth Reader of a great publishing house of to-day five 
out of ninety chapters are granted to religion." 

Instead of complaining that religious pieces are 
omitted from the Readers, Professor Swing might 
devote himself to showing why there should be any 
religion in public school books. And instead of in- 
veighing against “money-making men [meaning 
school-book publishers] who pander to the Material- 
ism of the times,” he should use his whip on the 
shoulders of those who seek to poison youthful 
minds with superstitious teaching, who use the schools 
as nurseries for their creeds, and who steal the public 
funds to pay for propagating falsehood. It is a 


‘burning shame that so necessary an ingtitution as 
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publie schools should hav been so long perverted to 
the benefit of a religion which is neither reasonable 
in itself nor beneficial to its believers. Less relig- 
ion and more morality ; less theology and more hu. 


manity, are what children need to be taught. 
: — . ä ä 4 ä—U—ꝓn 


Law and Religion. 

A Christian prosecution, mention of which was 
made in these columns some time ago, has, we 
are glad to say, fallen through. It was in Missouri, 
and Seventh Day Adventists were the victims. The 
Fayette Banner, of that state, in its issue of Dacem- 
ber 3d, reports: 


„William Fritz and Robert Gibb, members of the Seventh 
Day Adventist church, near Armstrong, this county, were 
indicted at the August term, 1890, of the Howard county 
circuit court, for what is called in the indictment Sabbath. 
breaking. Fritz was accused of plowing in his field, and 
Gibb with hauling a load of hay, on Sunday. The parties 
were arrested on the indictment, and put under bonds to ap. 
pear for trial on Dec. 2, 1890, at our circuit court. 

** On the first day of December, 1890, the parties by their 
attorney made the following plea to the indictment : 


** t State of Missouri against Wm. Fritz: 

“t Indictment for Sabbath-breaking. 

In the circuit court of Howard county, November term, 1890. 

“t Now comes the defendaut by his attorney in the above 
entitled cause, and moves the court to quash the indictment 
against him for the reasons : Raid indictment does not charge any 
offense or crime against the defendant under the laws of the state 
of Missouri. Said indictment fails to allege that defendant is not 
a member of a religious Society by whom any other than the first 
day of the week is observed a8 a Sabbath, and that defendant does 
not observe and keep such other day as his Sabbath. Said indiot- 
ment is based upon Section 8,852, revised statutes of Missouri, 1889. 
which section of law is religious legislation, and is, therefore, in 
conflict with Sections 5 and 7, Article ii, of the constitution and 


bill of rights of the state of Missouri, and violates the rights of 


covscience of defendant and of the people of this state. 

** * Said section of the statutes of the state of Missouri, and said 
indictment are in conflict with the Fourteenth Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, and also with Section 2, Article 


iv, of the Conatitution of the United States, which guarantee to all 


persons the equal protection of the laws. JAMES H. ROBERTSON, 
„Attorney for Defendant.’ 


‘On Tuesday morning, December 2d, when the judge 


called the criminal docket, the prosecuting attorney arose 
and dismissed the cases against said Fritz and Gibb, so that 
they were not brought to trial.” 

The dismissal of the indictment was probably due 
to the fact, somebow overlooked by the procurers of 
the indictment, that the Missouri Sunday law ex 
empts from penalty for Sunday breaking “ any per. 
son who is a member of a religious society by whom 
any other than the first day of the week is observed 
as a Sabbath, so that he observes such Sabbath.” 

— . —j—j—4—H B 
The Picture Book in Canada. 

In Taz Teora SREERER of November 29ih it was 
related that the customs collector at Napanee, Ont., 
regarded the “ Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book” as 
of “immoral character,” and had therefore seized two 
copies of the book directed to Mr. John Herring of 
that place. 
of customs at Ottawa, protesting against the seizure, 
was also printed. 

The books were detained on November 34, and it 


‘took the customs officer at Ottawa until December 
12th to make up his mind as to the merits of the 
Oa that date he wrote to Mr. Herring as fol- 


case. 


lows: - 
** Customs DEPARTMENT, OTTAWA, Dec. 12, 1890. 


* Sır: Referring to the seizure of books made at Napanee, 
- Ont., on the 31st day of Oct., 1890, as per my letter of noti- 
fication to you of the 3d November. 

“ Having examined and weighed the evidence presented by 
you or on your behalf as per file No. 4,601, 1890, in rebuttal of 
the charge preferred against you in connection with said 
seizure, I hav reported thereupon to the Hon. the minister 
of customs as required by section 179 of the customs act. 
Upon such report the Hon. minister of customs has rendered 
his decision, in effect as follows, viz.: 

„That the seizure be released on payment of the duty re- 
quired by the tariff. Though he considers the officer was 
justifled in making the seizure, which sald decision is final 
ag respects this department." 

This is a sensible enough decision, but on what 
ground, if the books shovld not be detained, was the 
officer justified in making the seizure ? 

oo 


The Catholic Church. 


We are glad to note that there is one religious 
editor who understands the methods and knows the 
objects of the Roman Catholic hierarchy, and at the 
same time realizes that his church is doing very little 
to oppose it. Jim Buckley, D.D., is no foo) or fa- 
natic, but a level-headed bigot who works all the time 
for Methodism and Mr. Buckley. In the last Advo- 
cate he quotes some advanced figures of the new 
religious census returns, furnished by a Seventh Day 
Baptist of Plainfield, N. J. There are, it appears, 
some one hundred and thirty-one distinct sects in 


Mr. Herring's letter to the commissioner 


the country, nearly ail of some variety of Protestant- 
ism. Seventy-eight of them are included in this 


table: 

No.of No. of 

Sects. Members 
Methodists f 6 86e esse ee 18 4 747.130 
Nous cr ees. 15 3.974 589 
Presbyterians . . .. q . . 13 1,259 034 
Eüther aus sda dictisiaceasdresccevavaees 1 1,056 000 
Congregationa lists qq . .. 1 475 608 
Episcopalians . . 2 459.642 
Reformed . 3 277,732 
Unionis tic . eene E^ 270 006 
Unitarians . 7 206,500 
Adventists . 7 119 212 
Mennonites ........... .4 100,060 
quakers (Friends) e enero n on ses casas 8 83,930 
icr I MPO MEME 1 88,780 
Moravian . . 3 1 11,219 
"Totali e ebe année de Ya 78 18,079,576 


The Catholics claim ten millions in addition to this, 
but Protestant statisticians allow them only 8,012,- 
970, made up by counting all their constituency, 
including baptized infants. To this estimate Dr. 
Buckley adds these significant remarks: —— 

* But when it is remembered that the Roman Catholic 
church forms one solid army, animated by 8 common pur- 
pose, subservient to leaders, usually delivered in a mass 
to whatever party will further the ends of the hierarchy— 
while Protestants are without organization and scatter their 
forces—it is clear that eternal vigilance is demanded as the 
price of liberty from priestly domination.” 

This is a true summary of the situation. The 
Roman Ostholic church knows what it wants, knows 
how to get it, and zs getting it. Money and power— 
money to use to get more power to get more money 
to get more power to get more money to get more 
power, and so on till the whole United States is in 
her clutch—-these two things sum up her wants. 

We wish all editors recognized this, and possessed 
the backbone to say it. 

— Ot —üßäʒ 4—— 


What Irish “ Home Rule” Means. 


In the struggle between Parnell's candidate for 
Parliament for Kilkenny and the church’s candidate 
the conduct of the priests was such that the eleotion 
may be vitiated. They marked ballots for voters 
and led them to the polls, having first made campaign 
speeches from their altars. They were overbearing, 
insolent, and tyrannical, and commanded their voters 
as the chief of a band of robbers would command his 
gang of thieves. They hav been utterly lawless and 
worked under the direction of their superior church 
officers. “It is difficult,” says a report of the elec- 
tion, “for anybody who has not been in North Kil. 
kenny to even imagin it. Aside from auy political 
considerations their conduct has been a disgrace to 
any civilized country. It has surely hurt the Home 
Rule cause, for it shows what Home Rule would 
mean were the priests allowed any voice in public 
affairs.” 

This is just what might be expscted, and just 
what we hav said for years. Home Rule means 
Rome rule, and a degradation for Ireland a hundred 
times more abject than now. She would belong to 
the church, body and soul, and be a nation of 


children. 
— —— — 


An Object Lesson for Taxpayers. 


A pretty good object lesson for the taxpayers of 
New York was the burning of St. Bernard’s Roman 
Catholic church on West Fourteenth street last 
week. The parish is a big one, the church requires 
the services of four priests, and the building was 
heavily insured, as the bishop did not hav implicit 
faith in their Lord. 

The interior of the church was burnt out, but by 
the efforts of the firemen the flames were stopped 
then, and the parsonage was saved. About a dozen 
engins were occupied nearly all day, costing the city 
hundreds if not thousands of dollars. The building 
cost $150,000; the lots are worth as much more, but 
the church never paid acent into the treasury of the 
city which saved it. There it has stood for years; 
in prosperity a deadhead, in adversity a beggar for 
aid without which it would hav been entirely de- 
stroyed. 

There are some hundreds of churches in this city 
just like it and thousands upon thousands through- 
out the country. 

— — — —ê 

T. L. Gxids Br, of Napa City, Cal., sends to Freethought a 
petition to open the World’s Fair on Sundays containing five 
hundred names. Mrs. Sarah J. Metgter, of Ellsworth, Kan., 
sends one to THE TRUTH SEEKER with eight hundred and 
Sixty signatures. Next week we will print her letter describ. 
ing the fun she had in getting them. 


ANOTHER messiah has come. This time he is a negro and 
his local habitation is South Carolina. Will not some Koch 
of comparativ religions turn his attention to discovering the 
bacillus of messiahship and also a remedy for the disease ? 
It 3s becoming as epidemic as consumption, and about as 
fatal. Sitting Bull was one of its victims. 


By an advertisment in the Melbourne Liberator we learn 
that the Australian custom house authorities regard ** An 
Open Letter to Jesus Christ,” by D. M. Bennett, as too bad 
to be admitted to the sacred precincts of their country, and 
so hav-*‘ stolen and burnt? it. Mr. A. T. Wilson, however, 
has reprinted it and the people of Melbourne are being 
supplied with all the copies they want. 


New Yonx is a cosmopolitan city in religion, sometimes 
too cosmopolitan for the heretical American victim. ‘I 
can't get anything fit to eat to-day," complained a house- 
keeper who livs on the east side, one day iu the latter end of 
the week; Friday the neighborhood is Catholic, Saturday 
it’s Jewish, and Sunday it’s Protestant, and you can buy 
nothing. The storekeepers hav to govern themselves ac- 
cordingly, and you see what you get.” And the family 
made a meal upon cold meat and fish and wilted salad. 


TRE supreme court of Illinois sits in Springfield January 
6th, and some time during the term it is expected that a de- 
cision in the case of Foster North against the trustees of the 
University of Illinois will be rendered. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
of July 80,1887, gave an account of the facts in the case. 
The questions at issue were: 1. Can the University of Illi- 
nois legally compel attendance of a student at a place of wor- 
ship? 2. Can a student be required to giv any reason or 
excuse for his non-attendance? If the supreme court de. 
cides these questions in the negativ—that a student caunot 
be compelled to attend or to excuse absence from worship— 
then the Bible-in-the school question will be indirectly settled 
in that state. Illinois has a compulsory education law, and if 
children are compelled to attend school by statute, and by 
the constitution cannot be compelled to attend Bible read- 
ing and prayer, the Bible and prayer will hav to be dropped. 
Geo. Hunt, the attorney-general of that state, appeared for 


the university at Ottawa last October when the case was tried 


and raised numerous technical q1estiong, but they were of a 
very weak nature, and were promptly overruled by the 
court. His briefs were in no sense up to the standard of the 
regulation brief on the church side of the question in other 
cases Of like nature. 

— — 

WILLIAM Hart, the author of the ‘ Candle from Under the 
Bushel,” has met with a disaster terrible in itself and appeal- 
ing strongly to the sympathies of his Liberal friends. It 
oceurred through fire on the 20th, and leaves Mr. Hart 
wounded, with a helpless and injured family to support and 
but little to do with. Mr. Hart kept a jewelry store in 
Kirksville, Mo., and a local journal describes the accident. 
A large building adjoining his store was on fire, and Mr. 
Hart and his family began movíng out hís atock. "They had 
been at work but a short time when a portion of the wall of 
the building fell on the roof of his building, crushíng ít 
down, which in turn crushed through the second story, and 
the entire wreck fell to the first floor, burying William Hart, 
Volney Hart, Mrs. Bunker, Fred Swett, N. D. Smith, and 
W. M. Price. Volney Hart was killed outright. Swett, 
Smith, and Price extricated themselvs after some delay and 
were given such medical attendance as they needed. William 
Hart and his daughter, Mrs. Rose Bunker, were fastened 
down with timbers so that their rescue was almost hopeless, 
but brave men worked faithfully, but knowing that the 
three.story wall with its tons of brick was liable to fall and 
crush them any moment. After more than a half hour's 


| labor and suspense, Mrs. Bunker was rescued much nearer 


dead than alive. All efforts were then concentrated on res- 
cuing Mr. Hart, whose calls for help could be heard by the 
hundreds standing in the streets but who were powerless to 
assist. He was found and the timbers and rubbish were re- 
moved, but to the horror of all it was found that a heavy 
timber lay across one ankle and it seemed impossible to 
move it. Stout men almost gave up in despair and many 
thought he would be burnt alive, but when it became evident 
that the timbers could not be raised so as to let him out, an 
inch rope was secured and some one tied it around the pin- 
ioned ankle and about twenty men took hold and by main 
strength pulled the foot from under the timbers and thus 
saved his life, but crushed the ankle, breaking the bone in 
three places. A number of men rushed into the building to 
carry him out, and were just at the door when portions of 
the wall fell with terrible force and piled up in great heaps 
where only a few seconds before lay Mr. Hart fastened to the 
fioor with a dozen men near him working to save his life. 
It was known that Volney Hart was still in the wreck, but 
as no calls for help could be heard it was taken as settled 
that he was killed. Work continued until 6 o’clock, when 
his lifeless body was taken out. It was found that the head 
was crushed, and the physiciaus gave it as their opinion that 
death was instantaneous. The body was removed to the 
residence of his parents, where his father, William Hart, and 
his sister, Mrs. Bunker, were struggling between life and 
death. A sadder sight, says the Kirksville paper, was never 
seen in Kirksville and seldom anywhere. Mr. Hart loses 
nearly all his stock, is terribly crippled, and has his own 
family and his widowed daughter-in-law with four children 
to support. We suggest that the Liberals of the country buy 
his book and thus help him out of the trouble. The volume 
is worth more than the fifty cents asked for it, and those who 
do this deed of kindness will never regret it. It may be 
ordered of William Hart, Kirksville, Mo., or at this office. 


10 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


JANUARY 3, 


1891. 


Zetters fran Mriends. 


Waco, Tex., Dec. 8, 1890, - 


MR. Eprron: Do not stop my paper, as I do not like to go 
I hav been a reader of it since Mr. Bennett's 


withcut it. 


trip around the worid. Jos PHILLIPOWsKt. 


DrLanp, Fra., Dec. 15, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrok: I hav taken the paper since 1877 without 
interruption, and hav always been satisfied with the stand it 
has taken in everything, and so had no cause to wish it 
stopped. Yours fraternally, H. A. Bozzy. 


PORTVILLE, ILL., Dec. 11, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrok: It is a good evidence that one is pleased 
with the paper and tte way it is managed, that he has sub- 
scribed for it for the last fifteen years, as I hav done. In 
fact, I hav no advice to giv about the management of TRR 
Trura Seexer at all. It suits me well enough. With good 
wishes for your success and all concerned, I remain, 
Yours truly, J. L. Brooxs. 


HUNTINGTON, VA., Dec. 9, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ^ 
is certainly a gem of a book, and every Liberals home ig not 
complete until he has purchased this one piece of furniture. 
So now, Brother Freethinker, go and do likewise before it is 
too late. : 

A word to Brother John R. Charlesworth: If you find 
t God,” hold him until the Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER gets 
there, because he will write him up for us Freethinkers. 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, FgANK Evans. 


Erm Springs, ARK., Dec. 6, 1890. 
Mr. EprrOoR: I hav changed geographical location, but 
still enjoy the freedom of the TRUTH SEEKER family. I left 
Champlin, Minn., November 20th. The meeting of friends 
and relatives on the way whom I had never seen makes the 
accial world seem grander. Here amid springs of purest 
water that form babbling brooks, fruit to satisfaction, and a 
warm climate, then, grandest of all, with friends who hav 
dropped the cruelty of imprisoned minds, I am content, to 

gay the least. With hopes for our cause, C. E. Bin». 


CRHIO4 G0, ILL., Dec. 9, 1890. 

Mr. Eprron: Again I find it my duty to renew my sub- 
scription to the invaluable paper, Taz TRUTH SEEKER. I 
also send you a new subscriber, a member of the German 
Turner society and a gentleman in every respect. He at 
once appreciated the value of your paper, and with but few 
words handed me the yearly subscription. I hav taken your 
paper for about three years, but each and every copy is as 
new and interesting as the first. Let the peop!e all express 
their ideas. It isthe only way to truth. Wishing success 
to subecribers, Editor, cartoonist, and contributors of Tur 
TRUTH BEEXKER, I remain, 


Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, Jno. C. SPRING. 


Farmineton, UTAH, Dec. 14, 1890. 
Mz. Eprtor: You will find inclosed $10— $5 on subscrip- 
tion to paper; $2 50 for the picture book, cloth binding; $2 
for the American Secular Union; twenty-five cents for the 
Agnostic Annual, 1891," by C. A. Watts; fór the balance 
send leaflets as you may choose, suited to create a doubt in 
the Mormon’s mind of his so-called divine church. The 
Mormons will read with eagerness the editorials in Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER nowadays, touching religious liberty, as the 
politieal shoe is now pinching them to some extent. They 
seem to hav forgotten the day when they were the aggressors 
in the same business, that of religious persecution. They 
try to impress on the unacquainted mind that they hav 
always been consistent and just, while the truth ig the 
Mormon church policy has not been an exception to all 
religious creeds to ** rule or ruin? when in political power. 

Yours for the divorce of church and state, 
Heoror W. Haraur. 


ELLSWORTH, Kan., Dec. 2, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrox: You will find inclosed $6.50 for subscrip- 
tion, a new subscriber, and books. I do hope the Liberals 
will organize a secret society. There are very many 
that probably would join a secret scciety who would not 
join an open society. We sll know how fearful and timid 
very many people are about Liberalism. As for myself, it 
would not make the least difference, for I am accustomed 
to the jeers and gibes that are hurled against all who do not 
accept some sort of church creed. We hav had our full 
share of it here in Elleworth, and I do not know but they 
might hav driven me into tbe church again if it had not been 
for the glorious TRUTH BzzkER, Freethought, thé writings of 
John Peck and 8. P. Putnam, and Heston's pictures. 
The choicest blessings of earth eternally and everlastingly 
follow them, is my fervent prayer. They are:my com- 
panions, and I could choose no better. Those ennobling 

writings, how they hav cheered me in my lone old age! 
Saray S. METZLER. 


Dz Soro, Wys., Dec. 3, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror: The report of the fourteenth annual congress 
of Freethinkers at Portsmouth, O., is worth all Taz TRUTH 
. SEEKER costs. It appears to me that if all of the human 
family could read and understand the objectioris formulated 
by the invulnerable Westbrook, why the Bible should not be 


read in our state schools, they would take the accursed con- 
glomerate mass of putrefaction and old oriental mythology 
and dogmatism, and cast it into the flames—that it deals out 


vided it has the sanction of the church behind it. 
papers as Tux TRUTH SEEKER will soon cause the canting 


tothem. Read it for themselvs they will not and cannot— 
it being more popular to pay a fee to some authorized sky- 
pilot to tell and interpret it for them. 


set of go-as-you-please fellows, who will not interest them- 
selvs in anything but the almighty dollar. I hav given and 
loaned Tux TRUTH SEEKER to many, hoping to find a sub- 
scriber for you, but n0—they are too indifferent. 
I want and must hav the Pictorial Text-Book.” 
Martin FI EKMIN G. 


Capron, Irr., Dec. 17, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: Please find inclosed $9 and credit it to 
Danforth Nettleton, as subscription for the grand old TRUTH 
SEEKER. Mr. Nettleton is nearly ninety years old, and quite 
feeble. He thinks Mr. Bennett one of the grandest men of 
his time. He was one of his Around the World subscribers. 
He thinks Taz TRUTH SEEKER is the exponent of all truth, 
and takes great interest in its success. He is a very honest 
and large-hearted man, and very zealous for the spread of 
Liberalism. He says he wants Tug TRUTH SEEKER just as 
long as he is able to read one, and he takes great pleasure in 
viewing the illustrations. He says that now he has paid you 
his arrearage on THE TRUTH SEEKER he has fulfilled every 
obligation he has pledged, and that he has outlived all use- 
fulness, and desires to go on the retired list and take a long 
rest; that he does not fear God, man, or the devil, but can 
lie down and sleep in peace. He ig thus another Infidel for 

whom death has no terror. W. I. Fox. 

Grarron, Wasu., Nov. 13, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed please find $5—3 to apply on my 
paper that I commenced taking last February, and $2 for 
your “ Pictorial Text-Book.” Ilivon the Stillagomish river, 
and ina new country. I stand almost alone with my Liberal 
views, and very close to a woman who belongs to the Salva- 


tion Army and who has told lies enough about me to sink 
her soul forever in her God’s hell. 
degraded, deluded woman, you demand my pity and not 
my anger.” 


I only say, ** Poor, 


Bhe has sunk to the lower level of falsehood in 
trying to injure my standing, and so far has failed. She is 
like all the rest of her kind—Believe as I do orI will ruin 
you if I can! But my life shall be above such filth and 
slums. Your paper I prize very much, for there is so much 


food for thought, and I shall continue to take it as long as I 
can raise $3. Wishing you success in your effort to raise 
humanity upon a liberal plane of kindness and justice to all 
humanity, 


Yours for light and liberty, 
F. J. Linn. 


MENEKAUNE, Wis., Dec. 3, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Each weekly issue increases my admiration 
for your valuable jewel casket of ideas, expressed with a 
spirit of freedom that lifts one’s thoughts and feelings high 
above the conventional and hypocritical world round about 
us. Truth is mighty and will prevail," and fears no inves- 
tigation. Many friends who see your paper for the first 
time hardly know how to hold it, £0 scared are they of its 
Freethought expressions. The supernatural bogie has been 


held before their eyes 80 much that it has become part of 


their nature to believe anything, no matter how absurd, pro- 
Such 


hypocrits to go to work and earn an honest living or starve. 

I hav the pleasure to inclose $8 for subscription and the 
** Pictorial Text-Book ” bound in cloth. 

Do you exchange with our labor paper, the Voice of the 
People, Marinette? "The editor has opened a free reading- 
room for our use, and I should like to see it on the table. 

Wishing you every success, I remain, 


Fraternally yours, Wu. Surg. 


WAUMANDEE, Dec. 18, 1890. 

Mr. Epitor: I send you to-day a list of one hundred and 
fifty-seven names for having the World's Fair open on Sun- 
day in 1898. I shall soon send more. Millions of names 
could be got if some one only would take time. 

About the election in Wisconsin: It was not the Ben- 
nett law that made it Democrat, but the McKinley bill and 
tariff for protection. The Bennett law has not changed 
more than about five thousand votes. There are good 
points for and against. In the first place, there neither is 
nor was any necessity for a Bennett law, as the state of 
Wisconsin ranks among the first in education, and the school 
system was prospering before such a law. We hav a com- 
pulsory law, and if parents do not send their children to 
school under a compulsory law, they will nevertheless under 
a Bennett law. The English language is taught in all pub. 
lic and private schools, and the English language needs no 
protector. Another objection against the Bennett law ig— 
if people hav a right to make laws to command us what we 
shall learn in schools, hav they not also a right to command 
us to read the Bible in the schools? This is one point that 
I should like to see met. The majority of people hav 
the power to pass laws, and the majority are bigoted Chris- 
tians. Yours truly, Wm. ULRIOR. 


Westrorp, N. Y., Dec. 1, 1890. 

Mz. Eprron : Please send me a copy of Tun TRUTH SEEKER 
of June 28th if you hav one. I left my paper on the coun- 
ter in the store where I work, and a follower of Jesus tore it 
.nto bits as soon as be had discovered what it was. I had 
the satisfaction of agitating the saints tbree different times 
at Schenevus, my home. Mr. Washburn gave us two lect- 
ures, and Mr. Remsburg one at Schenevus and one at 
Worcester. I engaged these gentlemen and paid the greater 
part of the expenses incurred. The Remsburg lectures cost 
me over $25 out of my own pocket, including the pamphlets 
that I distributed after eacn lecture. 


I find in all my travels a great many Liberals, a peculiar- 


Tne way 1 came to get 


in so deep was this: I made arrangements with Mr. Rems- 
burg to giv us two lectures, one at Schenevus and one at 
Worcester, but God’s people heard of the contemplated lect- 
ures and threatened a boycott on all who associated them- 
selvs with the movement, and as they were all business men 
of Schenevus they '* wilted” and wanted me to cancel the 
lecture, which I refused to do. Therefore I had to pay the 
bills. This town has four churches. All but one are strug- 
gling to keep on their lega. Iam the only outspoken Liberal 
here, so you can imagin my position. I hav loaned and 
given away a good lot of ‘literature of the devil," which 
has made me quite notorious here among the nativs and 
caused many prayers to be offered up for the salvation of my 
soul. A salvation mill is going here now. 
Yours truly, Orra L. TiPPLE. 
CULLMAN, ALA., Dec. 17, 1890. 
Mr. ee I hav been a reader of your most welcome 
and valuable paper for quite a time, and I must say no better 
paper than yours ever found my attention. I am truly 
pleased with it, and every other sane man should take a 
copy of it. I hav had quite a number of arguments over re- 
ligion, and I find most people to believe only part of what 
the Bible says and hardly anything the preacher says. But 
as to me, I do not believe what either one says. I am just 
like the girl's brother in the tale Iam going to write you. 
The time this occurred was after a night meeting. A girl 
and her brother went there, and as church was over the 
preacher asked of the girl permission to escort her home, 
which she did not refuse, but said her brother was with her. 
„Well,“ he said, Bud can ride my horse and we will 
walk." It was agreed, and the boy rode ahead. After get. 
ting quite a way ahead the boy thought he would stop to 
see what they were talking on, so he climbed a tree and 
waited. It happened to be when the loving couple arrived 
they both stopped under this tree, and there he hugged and 
kissed the girl. Now the girl took on over the sin, but the 
preacher said in a solemn tone, ** The man above will fix all 
things." Ro the brother thought he was about to be impli- 
cated in the affair. He yells out loudly, ‘‘I won't hava 
damned thing to do with it!” 
Here i8 another good one: Why is a preacher like 3 mile- 
post? He shows the way but never goes there. 
Henry Berz. 


Port Huron, Mron., Dec. 4, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: If your columns are uot overtaxed with 
communications, we will beg space to giv the crank another 
turn upon the question of Freethinkers organizing. I favor 
a, secret fraternal Liberal organization, which will bind Lib- 
erals together in a way nothing else will. I would favor 
both sexes being eligible to membership. Failing in a secret 
society for Liberals, I would like to see a society for Free- 
thinkers organized on the plan of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, which society only admits to full fellowship 
members of evangelical churches. The Young Men’s Chris. 
tian Association has in most cities rooms containing parlors 
where one can while away an evening in pleasant company, 
with innocent games, a reading-room where most of the 
daily papers of the principal cities are kept on file as well as 
the leading magazines and reviews of the world, a gymna- 
sium for healthful exercise, bathrooms, etc. A member be- 
longing to any one local branch of the organization when - 
away from home is received into the branch in the city 
where he is stopping and allowed as full privileges as he 
would enjoy where he is at home. Iknow numbers of young 
men who support that organization for the reading-room 
and bath privileges alone. I think if Liberals would establish 
such quarters they would be well patronized. They would 
strengthen the cause by making Liberals the world over ac-. 
quainted with one another. Why should social and intel- 
lectual cheer, and conveniences for cleanliness, be monopo- 
lized by the churches? Besides, no Liberal literature is 
allowed in the Young Men's Christian Association rooms or 
in most publie waiting rooms of our cities. If it was it 
would tend largely to cause many to be converted to our 
way of thinking. We ought to establish waiting-rooms 
where Liberal literature may be consulted, even for the mis. 
sionary feature alone, to say nothing of the fraternal and 
social benefits we would derive from it. T. BALEWILL. 


BrooMDALE, O., Dec. 7, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: I notice in Taz TRUTH SEEKER of November 
1st a letter from 8. P. Benton, and in that of November 22d 
one from Wm. Allen, favoring the organizing of Freethink- 
ers on the Independent Order of Odd Fellows’ plan. Now, 
I will giv you my idea of that kind of an organization, as I 
hav been a member of the order for twenty-six years, and 
think I understand somewhat the workings of it. I willsay 
that the original principles of it are good, and being carried 
out hav done much good in the world, notwithstanding the 
church denouncing it from every pulpit, which then made 
it necessarily a secret order. When it was first organized 
in the city of Baltimore, about seventy years ago, by Thomas 
Wildy, they had to hold their meetings in secret places, 
through fear of being annihilated by the church, but it 
marched bravely on, and when the church found that she 
could not break it down, but saw the good the order was 
doing, some of the sects began to speak favorably of it. 
But remember, at first it was called by the church an insti- 
tution of the Devil, with a big D. Then some of the sects 
tried to work themselvs into the good graces of the order, go 
that their members, and especially the clergy, might join, 
and by so doing get in return some of the Odd Fellows to. 
join the church. Their idea was to hav their church- 
members, and as often as possible their ministers, sent to 
the grand lodge and gradually work Christiani y into the 
institution until it would become thoroughly Christian, andi 
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totally absorbed by the church. And the members of the 
order hav been too indifferent to see this point, so that the 
church has the order by the throat to-day. Now, I will say 
from past experience I am not in favor of a secret order for 
Free thinkers, for there is no place to draw the line for qual- 
ification to membership, therefore, as Harry Lee said, Let 
the order go to thunder.” The American Secular Union, and 
her Nine Demands carried out thoroughly, are sufficient so 
far as organization is concerned, but lecturers and literature 
should be encouraged and be scattered all over the world. 
Yours, Dan WINELAND. 


; Sourn Orszr'o, Dec. 7, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrok: It is a source of regret that I cannot send 

- $50 to help fight the battle against priestcraft, a battle that 
waxes warmer and warmer from day to day. I liv in a 
little town in a small district, where the people are rather 
more than half sectarian. Two churches rear their spires 
skyward, and over half the people—otherwise good—hav 
the ecclesiastical ring in their nose. The portion who are 
not orthodox in belief acquiesce with the churches just 
enough to make their Liberal views of no practical value. 
I am the only practical, outspoken heretic in our village of 
some four hundred inhabitants. I do not attend church. 1 
pay neither obeisance nor money to the priest. I do not 
attend the monthly meetings of the Ladies’ Aid Society for 
Foreign Missions. I do not allow my boy to attend, nor 
contribute to the schemes of tte churches to get money for 
Christ's sake, nor facilitate in any way the various Baptist 
Jumbo shows that succeed each other rapidly from one 
month to another, to the end that some bellowing priest may 
liv on the people another term. 

Our public school, which has {wo departments and over 
sixty pupils, is infested with the orthodox mummeries. My 
boy was marked tardy because he stood outside until the 
Bible readings and prayer were over, but was promptly at 
his desk to begin his secular day's work. I, as modestly as 
I could, resisted this impious injustice, by requesting the 
teacher to simply confine his management to the line the 
law prescribes, by not making attendance upon the Bible 
readings compulsory. Myself being a minority of one in 
this important step, I found in one hour that I had trod upon 
the tail of the ecclesiastical serpent, and there were more 
pious lies told for Christ’s sake in twenty-four hours than 
you can imagin. 


for two and a half hours each week of religious exercises by 
Protestant teachers in school, while if a Catholic or Iufidel 
should undertake to promulgate his views he would be shut 
up and compelled to observe the law at once. I rejoice to 
see this matter of ruling such nonsense out of the public 
school so often discussed in TRE TRUTH SEEKER. I shall 
enter my written protest next term in case the mummery ig 
begun, and will try to fight it out alone; although I am no 
fighter, only intellectually and morally for the sake of a prin- 
ciple of justice. May Prox. 


ApRIAN, Mion., Dec. 9, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: With all the missionary efforts made to 

. civilize the Indians by Catholic or Protestant, they are still 
looking for the Great Spirit to appear among them in the 
form of a buffalo, which utterly repudiates the white man’s 
messiah. Had they not been tampered with by the priest, 
or orthodox fallacy of piety, the disaffection existing now 
would hav never occurred. They know no power but nat- 
ure—their idea of a Great Spirit. They were content with 
her manifestations. The recent reception of a Catholic 
priest to their secret haunts precludes confidence in the 
priests as teachers of good. The fact that the messenger, a 
Catholic priest, was distrusted, and only admitted menaced 
by Winchester rifles in the hands of his former pupils, shows 
conclusivly lack of confidence in the white man and his mes- 


siah and in the sincerity of the prescher. - They were bad. 


enough before they knew the cussedness and machinations 
of these stake-burning frauds. The barbarity of the red or 
black heathen bears no comparison to that of the followers 
of the God of the Jews. Jesus, the son of that brute and 
lecherous man David who performed his lascivious evolu- 
tions in public on a house-top. The Indian has ample pro- 
vision made for his maintenance. If the government will 
prohibit the pernicious missionary foolishness among the 
red devile, and disarm them, national troops will not be 
necessary except to keep out white disturbers. The mur- 
derous red devils had no business with Winchester guns. 
They are fed and cared for better than Uncle Sam’s white 
paupers. The Indian, with all tutoring and trying to civil- 
ize him, is still a savage. No amount of palaver concerning 
his future estate will change his savage nature. He knows 
but two laws, nature, and the white man’s arbitrary law of 
force or compelling obedience. The first is inherent; the 
latter ig force made to operate immediately upon his actions. 
This he recognizes, but bucks against such handling with all 
his savage nature. You cannot Ohristianize or civilize him 
with any kind of success. He is far more worthy, however, 
than those trying to convert him to Catholicism or orthodoxy. 
Both doctrins are chimerical and originated in superstition 
and ignorance. There never existed such a messiah as ‘is 
taught by the propaganda, nor can one be produced in any 
form. Poor Lo has just as much proof that a messiah 
appears in the form of & buffalo bull as there is proof that 
there will be & resurrection morn. There are some things 
poor Lo should be made to understand—that he will not be 
allowed to support his lazy carcass off the industry of his 
thrifty neighbor; that he will not be allowed to own or 
carry a Winchester rifle and shoot his fellow-mortals without 
sufficient provocation, but he may chastise a so-called epirit- 
ual adviser if he be found cheating him; finally, that if he 


Iam patient, quiet, and composed, trust- 
ing that my little maneuver will be the means of waking the 
people up to the fact that non-believers hav been paying 


does not reform his bloody instinct we will waft him to St. 
Peter’s ranch. There let him caper, whoop, and dance, and 
hunt the buffalo. O S. BARRETT. 


BorpigRs' aw Salons Home, Quinoy, Hash 
Dec. 10, x m. 290. 

Mr. EprTOR: In compliance with the solicitations of my 
friend Mr. Balaam Hull, I now attempt to write a few words 
of praise in reference to those valuable books he has received 
from the Truth Seeker Company. After having given them 
a careful perusal—he being kind enough to loan them to me 


think he was either very judicious or extremely fortu- 


nate in his selection, and I scarcely feel that my ability is 
commensurate to speak with appropriate encomiums on 
efforts so deserving as those of the authors of those noble 
publications, However, with this apology, that the Soldiers’ 
Home is rather inert, I proceed to what I conceive to be my 
duty. Men, Women, and Gods,” by Helen H. Gardener, 
breathes the highest sentiments of moral courage, devotion 
to principle, love of truth, disdain for superstition, admira- 
tion of the present, hope of the future, displaying sledge- 
hammer logic and humor, with occasional flights of model 
satire and ridicule, with repartee scarce surpassed by Colo- 
nel Ingersoll himself. It is a monument to the lady, an 
ornament to her sex, and an honor to human nature itself. 
* The Ungodly Women of the Bible, by an Ungodly Wo- 
man ”—I think the title could well and appropriately bear 
reversing. She has left no point unraised, no breach undis- 
covered, no vice unreproved, no virtue unapplauded. The 
Age of Reason," though an old publication, in many respects 
has never been surpassed, and no Freethinker should fail to 
fortify himself with the soul-inspiring ideas of its heroic 
universal savior. ‘‘The Apocryphal New Testament” em- 
braces a much wider range of detail, a more exaggerated ac. 
count of miraculous intervention, aud slightly more contra- 
dictory legendry, than the gospels claimed by orthodoxy. 
It is wonderful that they hav been voted out. Billings’s (M. 
E.) Crimes of Preachers in the United States” givs us a 
striking example of the consequences of the Christian relig- 
ion. It is a solemn warning to villains and hypocrite. 


„The Eye Opener” is very appropriately named, being an 
extensiv research, showing the historical, chronological, as- 
tronomical, prophetic, geographical, and a few of the gram- 
matical errors of the Bible, disclosing the erudition of the 


author and the ignorance of the so-called inspired writers. 


Errors of the Bible,” by Henry C. Wright. This is an 
elaborate, able, scathing contribution, proving conclusivly 


that the Bible i8 corrupt in its morals, false in its laws, cruel 
in its requirements, barbarous in its demands, and an out- 
rage to human justíce. 
searching treatis, showing the barbarity of God's command, 
the cruelty of his chosen people, their lack of decency—a 
splendid legacy for the clergy. ‘‘ John’s Way," by E. D. 
Slenker, is à splendid romance, showing how a little courage, 
united with justice, benevolence, and intelligence, will over- 
turn superstition. The Koran, the Mohammedan bible, 
although claimed to be a forgery, is certainly far more moral 
and decent than the Christian Bible. Pro and Con of Su- 
pernatural Religion ” is à most valuable work, written by an 
honest, able conservativ, wlfo drives straight to the point, 
and consequently leaves the reader no ground of doubt. 
Ex-Rev. Joszra N. Maxey. 


HOwIOk Junotion, Mk., Dec. 7, 1890. 

Mr. Eprror: Thirty-five years ago I left St. Chrys- 
ostome, six miles from here. Since that time I hav been 
all over the continent, working for my living, and occasion- 
ally moving wherever my services were required as station 
agent and telegraph operator; and after reaching the ex- 
treme limits of North America in all directions, here I am 
again within six miles of the place where I played marbles 
and where I was compelled to learn the Roman Catholic 
catechism—which took me nearly all this period of thirty- 
five years to unlearn again. So it took nearly all my life to 
become the free and intelligent man that, under proper cir- 
cumstances, I should hav been at the age of twenty. five. 

I hav not seen much of this place yet, but I do not think it 
has improved any since the day I left it. Financially the peo- 
ple are not extremely poor. So long as Taschereau, Mercier 
& Co. will hav a great surplus of land and timber to pilfer 
from and to stand as guarantee for the money they borrow, 
the people will sleep the slumber of peace. It remains to 
kuow what state they will find themselvs in when they wake 
up. Intellectually their state is appalling—I mean the Ro- 
man Catholics. The clergy can rob, abuse, and tyrannize 
over the people and make them say Thank you." Two 
years ago a priest named Papin was accused of assaulting 
two women and a large number of young girls ten miles 
from here. He had been for years practicing these naughty 
tricks in the confession box, and might hav continued un- 
disturbed to this day had he not tackled one little girl whose 
father was a Protestant. He moved against the priest, and 
then a large number of depositions followed. This man 
could not get a lawyer in the place to take the case nor a 
magistrate to issue a warrant. He had to go to Montreal. 
When the high constable came from Montreal the priest had 
disappeared. Three weeks later he was found in hiding at 
the rectory of Beauharnois and was arrested, but the case 
was dropped and the priest Papin simply removed to another 
parish. For proof of this I hav all the Protestant papers 
of Montreal, and my father, who was on the spot and saw it 
all, and yet I cannot find a Roman Catholic here to-day that 
ever heard anything about it. 

Here I &m surrounded by four men and two women, six 
all told, within a mile. One of the women keeps a hotel. 
Having no license, she breaks the law, but nobody objecta. 
This lady having been too inquisitiv with me, I was obliged 
to reveal to her the horrible fact that I am not a Christian. 


The Holy Bible Abridged” is a 


She was thunderstruck. I am sorry,” she said, but I 


hope God will hav mercy on you and bring you back to the 
fold. But," she added, I wish you had not told me that. 
It hurts me. 
of going there is wearing my life away.” 
woman is continually sick, and I believe this constant: fear 
has very much to do with it. 
to persuade her that God was much better than she imag- 
ined, and further said to her: ‘I know too well what pain 
is and how long is an eternity to run any risk of losing my 
soul if there was any danger of it. 
knew all I know about religion, and understood as I do the 
policy of the religious order that stuffed you up with those 
falsehoods, your fear would soon vanish, your appetite and 


I know p^sitivly there is a hell, and the fear 
In fact, the poor 


I tried to help her by trying 


And further, if you 


sleep would return, and you would soon get well again." 
** Oh," she exclaimed, ‘‘ for God's sake, Mr. Laperche, don't 
speak another word about religion! You make me shudder! 
I don't know anything and don't want to know anything. 
It would not take much of this talk to kill me!" The hus- 
band of this wreck of superstition does not know a bit more 
than his better half, but is not so sensitiv. He told us what 
he considered the cause of his wife's great fear and conse- 
quent sickness. Four years ago a man went through this 
country exhibiting the picture of hell. My wife enjoyed & 
good laugh when this honest and simple fellow told with 
great demonstrations how Satan, with wings, horns, and 
tail, stands by the door of hell, which consists of a large 
number of big kettles all full of molten metal, and receives 
every damné (damned person) on the prongs of his big fork 
and pitches him into one of those big kettles. When my 
wife told him that the villain who exhibited this miserable 
picture ought to be arrested and severely punished, the poor 
fellow looked agape, and said this exhibition was given in 
the school-house and under the patronage of the priest. 


Within a mile and a half of me there are five churches, one 
Catholic and four Protestant. With a population of about 


five hundred, one church might do for all the Protestants, 


but, as is usual with those good Christians, they want too 
much elbow-room to allow close packing. 

One of the Protestant divines is in trouble. His son was 
arrested in Montreal last week for setting fire to the college 
where he was studying and destroying $40,000 worth of prop- 
erty, with the innocent view of hastening the Christmas 
vacation. This affords quite a merriment to the Roman 
Catholic portion of this community. 

Yesterday afternoon the priest of Howick drove here with 
his housekeeper and another girl, and they all had a few 
drinks of gin at the hotel kept by the God and hell fearing 
woman aforementioned. I hold the information from a 
young man who had the honor of drinking with them. In 
the evening about 7 o'clock I was at this hotel, when up 
comes a team against the corner of the house, upsetting the 
sleigh over its occupants, who when picked up proved to be 
the same priest with the same two girls. They had found 
the hot gin very good, and cheap, as they paid nothing at 
all for it, and were coming for some more of it. There were 
six of us in the house when the priest entered with his fair 
companions. The good father, not suspecting the presence 
of a wicked Infidel, forthwith set to making hoi slings for 
the ladies. When he turned to go and serve his fuming 
spirits, he looked surprised and somewhat alarmed on be- 
holding a stranger. The hell-fearing laudlady promptly ad- 
vanced and presented Mr. L3perche, the station agent, to 
Father Papin. The reverend father expressed his great 
pleasure in forming the acquaintance, but the station agent 
had his doubts as to the reality of the great pleasure. Prob- 
ably not favorably impressed by the attitude of a Free- 
thinker, or not wishing to divide his pleasant opportunity 
with a newly made friend, he immediately retired to another 
room with his lady friends. Two services of hot gin had 
gone to that room when I retired. I did not hear how many 
times the sleigh upset on their way back. I would not crit- 
icise this priest were it not for the bid morals he teaches 
and the still worse influence of hisconduct. I do not blame 
him for enjoying the good things of the world, but why not 
pay for his drinks as other folks do, and why not let his poor 
dupes enjoy likewise without suffering this continual pang 
of the damned? Why rob them of their money and their 
liberty and prevent them from prospering along with the 
rest of the world? Why make them the footstool of other 
people, for the selfish and dishonest purpose of fleecing 
them? The saving of their soul is a contemptible sham. 
There is not one priest in a hundred that believes in a soul. 
Their worldly conduct proves it. They know that to make 
the people intelligent and moral would destroy the priestly 
profession, the same as the lawyer knows that if the people 
were honest there would be no need of his profession and 
the doctor knows that the knowledge of hygiene would 
badly impair his. 

The moral to be taken from the teachings of the Roman 
Catholic priest and from his conduct, is that the enjoyment 
of anything good is a sin, but that sin is inevitable, and that 
salvation depends on how much one does penance for what 
he enjoys, and especially how well he pays the priest. So 
the poor, wretched dupes never try to improve their princi- 
ples, thinking it would be at least useless if not really impious 
to do so. And they never can enjoy peace of mind, not 
knowing if they hav sufficiently chastised themselvs, and 
paid the priest the full price of a ticket to that castle in the 
air, while they never lose sight of that fiery abode under 
them with doors agape and Satan’s big fork ever ready to 
toss the latest arrival into one of those infernal vats. 

The late Mr. Beecher said hell originated from a sour 
stomach. Mine must be getting sour, as I want a hell the 
worst way for the unprincipled hypocrits that do not balk 
at the ruination of a world when looking for the gratification 


of their own desires. . 
Yours for truth and justice, Cuas. LAPEROHE. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Hdited by Miss Susan H. Wrron, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


„Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower. 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


The Family Clock Cracking 
Rhymes. 
Lo! here I am, day in, day out, 
Working with all my might. 
Sometimes I feel as though I'd pout, 
And die, as’t were, outright. 


pieture. I took the kettle and put it up | 


against a tree and shot the picture with a: 
silver bullet; the moment the bullet struck : 


the picture that moment that woman fell 
dead.” 
Such was the character of the stories that 


by. Some were more laughable, but space 
forbids the telling of them. 
I was advised to read the story of Samson | 
as a very interesting tale for children, and 
one that would beget 3 love for reading the | 
holy Bible—a thing much to be desired. ! 
However, I soon lost all taste for the trashy | 
affair. The story was too large. i 
And this is the way superstition is kept | 
alive, by telling stories to the rising genera- 
tions, from one to another, generation after 


Aud yet, if Iam good to work, 

All duties to fulfill, 
. At keeping time disdain to shirk, 

Ah, then I fill the bill. 

That is to say, I am “O. K.“ 
My owner passeth me 

And brag4-about me every day 
For keeping time 80 free. 

. Bat if he fails to wind me up 

And I refuse to go, 

He says I am a lazy pup," 
Aud blameth me, you kuow. 

Although, iu fact, it is his fau.t, 
Forgetting me to wind, 

I'm not to blame if I do balt 
Or fraotious seem inolined. 

When all is right I tell the truth, 
I loathe a wicked lie; 

I gladly serve old age and youth 
To time as it doth fly. 

I never tire, by night or day, 
But tick, tick, tick, I ge. 

Well done, indeed, methinks you say, 
A dear good clock I know 

To measure time each number'd hour 
By striking on a bell, 

Which thing to do I hav the power, 
As I am glad to tell. 

Bixty seconds in each minute 
I'm bound to tick, you geo. 

Twenty-four hours a day hath in it, 
And always 80 to be. 

Sixty minutes each hour doth claim, 
Fifty-two Weeks a year; 

And so it ever must remain, 
I speak the truth sincere. 


E. D. BLAKEMAN. 
— t —jä— — 


The Way Superstition is Perpet- 
uated. 

Dear CHILDEEN oF Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
Corner: I remember very well how some of 
the impressions made on my mind when I 
was a child remained with me for years. One 
time I was playing in the woods with a boy 
somewhat older than myself, and we turned 
some bark off an old log and uncovered & 
lot of snails. Said he, Don't kill them; if 
you do, lightning will strike you." After 
that I always avoided hurting a snail, and 
the superstition lasted with me for years. I 
never see a snail now—and I am forty years 
old—but I think of that boy’s foolish saying 
The same boy told me, if I killed a frog our 
cows would giv bloody milk. After that I 
always let froga severely alone. Inthe same 
way I was told by my mother, and other 
older folks, if I did certain things the Bad- 
man (meaning the devil) would get me. So 
I was always careful not to do those certain 
things. I was told that the Badman was 
black, and was hidden in a dark hole in the 
ground, and had horns on his head. Ire- 
member how I thought he looked with hair 
all over his black sooty face. I could, at 
times, almost see his cloven foot and hear his 
chains rattle. That is the way the parents 
used to try to make their children good. 
Some people try that plan ** even unto this 
day." 80 you see superstition is the first 
lesson that the average child gets at its 
mother's knee. And as impressions made 
on the mind of a child are the most lasting, so 
it is that superstition has such a strong hold 
on the grown-up people. 

When I was a boy it. was a favorit pas 
time for the older folks to collect at some 
neighbor's house in the country and spin long 
ghost stories, and tell what wonderful things 
the witches and wizards did in their young 
days. Of course the children were made to 
keep quiet and listen. When the story got 
interesting we crossed our feet, sat with open 
mouths, and gave our willing ears to those 
wonderful things done a long time ago. 
Were I to tell you one or two of those stories, 
you would laugh till you are sore. Just 
listen to it: ' 

“I had a cow bewitched. The witch 
doctor told me to take some of her milk and 
put it into an iron stew-kettle and boil it on 
8 fire outside the house. Well, I did, and as 
the kettle boiled it jumped full three feet 
high, but always came down on the fire right 
side up, until the kettle was boiled dry. I 


` | bodies. 


then took it off the fire and found it hada 
picture of & beautiful young woman in the 
bottom. I knew her the moment I saw the 


generation. Not long ago I saw a book en- 
titled, ‘The Story of the Bible.“ It was; 
written especially for children, and read | 
something like a fairy tale. I thought then 
how well the clergy of the country under- | 
stood the art of keeping alive their gospel ' 
myths. Look at the jealous care they hav 
over their Sunday-schools. You will hear! 
them talking of the seeds sown in the youth- 
ful minds. That is why they are crying so 
loud for sectarian schools. How well they | 
know if their trash is kept out of the young | 
minds that it will never get à hold on them 
after maturer years, when better judgment 
will be exercised in everything. 
Yours for a happy life and Universal Men- | 
tal Liberty, 8. P. Herron. | 
Gray, Ky. l l 
— — —— — i 
Interesting Facts About Electricity. | 
The term electricity is derived from the 
Greek word electron, meaning amber, be- 
cause from amber the properties of what we 
call ** electricity " were first discovered. Six | 
hundred years before the Christian era Thales | 
wrote concerning the attraction which amber | 
when rubbed possessed for dry and light; 
But it is to an Englishman named | 
Gilbert that we owe the word “ electricity,” | 
which he derived from the Greek, and in his | 
works—about 1600 a.p.—he discusses the 
force of the so-called ‘‘ fluid.” Otto von 
Guerike, of air-pump celebrity, and many 
others after him, continued the investigation 
of the subject. | 
At the beginning of the last century great | 
attention was paid to the electric machine. | 
The Leyden jar was, as its name indicates, 
discovered by Maschenbrock, of Leyden. ! 
Franklin made his first lightning discovery in | 
1769. Volta and Galvani, to whose inven-| 
tion we owe voltaic eleciricity and galvan- 
ism, and Faraday in more modern times, gave 
a great impetus to electrical science. The 


great part that electricity has been playing in | 


the domestic Listory of the world since Fara- 


day's death is probably known to the young- | 
What the future of this 


est of our readers. 
agent may be we can only guess, for even 
now it may be said that electricity is in its in- 


fancy. 
— — — — 


Composition of Coffee. 

Coffee is the seed of the coffee plant, which 
is a shrub that will grow in any part of the 
world where the minimum yearly tempera- 
ture never falls below 55° Fahrenheit. One 
pound of unroasted coffee beans or seeds 


contains: Of water, 1 ounce 407 grains; of | 


sugar, 1 ounce 17 grains; of fat, 1 ounce 402 
grains; of caseine (fiesh-forming matter), 2 


ounces 35 grains; of gum, 1 ounce 192 grains; 


of woody matter, 5 ounces 262 grains; of 
caffeine aud caffeic acid (or stimulating prin- 
ciples), 400 grains; of aromatic or odorifer- 


ous oil, about 2 grains; and of minera! mat- | 


ters, about 1 ounce 32} grains. The caffeine 
of coffee is exactly the same, both chemically 
and physically, as theine, the stimulating 
principle of tea. 
composed of 10 parts of hydrogen combined 
with 16 parts of carbon, 4 parts of nitrogen, 
4 parts of oxygen, aod 2 parts of water. 
— — — — 


The New Waiter. 
This coffee is so poor I can't drink it,” 
said the guest. 
Just shut your eyes, put it cut of sight, 
and don’t say anything about it,” was the 
reply of the new waiter, who was a humorist. 


The guest did not make any reply, but: 
when he came to pay he handed over to the 
proprietor of the establishment a solitary : 


cent. 

** Where's the rest of the money ?” 

Just shut your eyes, put it out of sight, 
and don’t say anything more about it. That 
is what your new waiter told me when I said 
the coffee was weak.” 

The new walter tendered his resignation. 


ing to tell my age, but I am in my teens. 
1 


Both substances are alike | 


Correspondenee. 


BENJAMIN, Uras, Dec. 5, 1890. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I bav heard mother 
and father read Tae TRUTH SEEKER 80 much 


!that I thought I would write à few lines to 


you. I hav been a Freethinker all my life. 


children were entertained with in days gone | I think the Children’s Corner is very nice to 


read. I go to school and read in the third 
reader. I study reading, arithmetic. lan- 
guage, spelling, writing, Child's Health 
Primer. My age is thirteen years. Please 
excuse my short letter, for this is the first 
letter I ever wrote. 

Yours truly, Lov Hong. 


(We hope this first letter of Louie’s will be 
followed by many more. Tell us in the Cor- 
ner all about the town, the climate, the kinds 
of trees, flowers, animals, etc., and why we 
should be kind, respectful, obliging, and 
affectionate toward one another.—Enp. C. C] 


Gray, Tex , Dec. 31, 1890. 

Miss Susan H. WIXON, Dear Friend: As I 
do not see any letter from this part of the 
state, I thought I would write one and see if 
it would be accepted. My papa has taken 
Tse TRUTR SEEKER for about four years, and 
enjoys reading it and looking at the pictures 
very much. I liv about a mile and a half 
from Gray, where a post-office has been 
started. 

Christmas will soon be here, and then 
everyone will enjoy themselvs, or I hope 
they will. I do not go to school now, but it 
is not because I am too large. Iam not go- 
D» 
any of the readers of the Corner like to ride 
horseback? If they do, come to see me and 
we will ride horseback together. As Iam the 
only girl, and hav four brothers, I enjoy read. 
ing the Corner very much. I would like to 
exchange songs and crochet samples with 
some of the readers of the Corner. This is 
my first letter. It I see this in print I will 
write again. I would like to correspond with 
some of the girls and boys of the Corner. 

Your friend, Rosa DISdLER. 


[We hope to hear from Rosa again. Tell 
us about the town of Gray, the climate, 
Scenery, people, schools, churches, and any- 
thing else that would be interesting.—Ep. 
C. C.] i 


Oax Mitts, Kaw., Nov. 15. E M. 290. 

Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall River, Mass., 
Dear Friend: I again take pleasure in writ-. 
ing you a few lines, for I believe it is the 
best way that I can spend this dreary Sabbath 
day. It is Sunday, but the sun is not shining 
in this part of the“ moral vineyard,” as it 
has been raining all day. 

I hav attended church several times lately, 
just for amusement. And it is amusement, 


100, sometimes. especially when the preacher 


is an old hard-shell Baptist,“ or a shout- 
ing Methodist," for some of them resemble 
monkeys very much, and & monkey can 
aniuse anybody. It reminds. me of a little 
story I heard not long ago. A lady took her 
little boy to church. He was a small boy 
land had never been tochurch before. All at 
once the organ began to play, and the little 


i boy turned to his mother and inquired : 
„What is that, mamma?” j 
Hush, dear,” said his mother; ‘‘ it’s the 

organ." 

** An organ in church?“ whispered the boy 
iin & manner which showed he was somewhat 
| astonished. 

' Presently the organ’s notes fainted away, 

and a preacher, small of stature, stepped 

forward. 

“Oh, look, mamma!” cried the boy in 
clear accents, ** is that the monkey?“ 

I learned nothing new by attending church. 
It was the same old tale. The preacher put 
in his time teaching that the soul of man is 
immortal, and that a personal God is in exist- 
ence. But he simply asserted, and that is 
all. He did not, and he cannot, prove his 
assertions. This is generally the way with 
these haughty ‘‘ windbags,” and there are 
huadreds of them standing in the pulpits of 
America to-day teaching the immortality of 
the soul and the existence of a personal God, 
and yet they cannot produce one iota of 
proof in support of their assertions. They 
i prop their assertions on the Bible, but hav 
they proved that the Bible is true? No, they 
hav not, and they never will Tbey are as 
utterly incapable of proving the divinity and 
inspiration of the Bible as they are of proving 
the immortality of the soul and the existence 
of a personal God. I wish they would all 
read Colonel Ingersoll's remarkable produc. 
| tion on The Gods." 

i Ih&vread Mrs. Colman’s ** Reminiscences,” 

‘a beautiful little volume which we hav 

; lately received from Mr. H. L Green, of the 

: Freethinker's Magazine. It is a neat little 

| book, clear print and extra good binding. and. 

is well worth the price it is sold at. Every 
| Freethinker should get a copy of it. Every 
page in it is exceedingly interesting. Mrs. 

: Colman is a noble type of American woman- 

hood, and we all should feel proud of her. I 

‘read your complimentary notice of the 

|; * Reminiscences ” in the November number 

of the Freethinker’s Magazine, and I heartily 
agree with you. In fact, I indorse all that 

‘has been said of this little work. 


i papers. 
i reading. 


They are all valuable and are worth 
Keep on in the good work. 


; Iam now a reader of Aunt Elmina's little 


paper, the Plaindealer. It is bright and 
interesting, and although it is not the largest 


Iread all your articles in the Freethought | 


and best paper published, yet it is splendid 
for its size. I advise all the young Free- 
thinkers to send for it. I missed the Corner 
in the last TRUTH SEEKER very much. Wish- 
ing you unbounded success, I remain, 
Your Freethought friend, 
GEO. J. REMBBURG. 
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a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 

: gilt edges, $4.50. : 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
COUNT AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
Tohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Uomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; 


The foregoing volumes are called The 
Truth Seeker Library." If all are ordered to 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


B. F. UNDERWOOD'S WORKS, 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual- 


ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine |. 


the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. : 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism: Its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po deal and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. ; 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo- 
logical. 20 cents. Í 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
days’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Burcess, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported: 
188 pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Joun Marries. Fully reported. 

_Paper, 36 cents; cloth, 60 cents. 


D. M. BENNETT’S WORKS. 


- ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


A Truth Seeker Around the World. 
Four large volumes. With a steel-plate 
engraving of the author in Vol. L, and 
each volume illustrated with forty-seven 
cuts. Handsomely bound in red cloth, 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $10.50. 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. 1,075 pages,8vo. Cloth, 
$3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, 
$4.50. 


The Champions of the Chureh; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Two Volumes. 
Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per 
volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes; in 
leather, $7.00; im morocco, gilt edges, 
$8.00. 


From Behind the Bars. A series of 
letters written in prison. Over 700 pages, 
Price $1.50. 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A. series 
of letters written during a visit of ten 
weeks in Europe. Giving some account 
of the International Freethinkers' Con- 
gress held at Brussels, to which Mr. Ben- 
nett was a delegate, followed by a de- 
scription of what he saw in England, 
France, Holland, and Italy. The letters 
from Rome alone are worth the price 
of the book. With a steel-plate portrait 
of theauthor. 850 pages. $1.50. 


The Semitie Gods and the Bible. 
Treating upon the gods of the Semitic 
nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 
pages are devoted, showing that book to 
de a very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov- 
ers, 60 cents; clotn, $1. 


Judaism, Christianity, and Moham- 
medanism examined historically 
and critically. It is thought to be the 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 500 large pages. 
Price, $1.50. 


Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, 
Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages. 


Paper covers, 75 cents; 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. 
A debate on Christianity and Intidelity, 
between D. M. BENNETT and Rev. G. H. 
HuwPHnEx. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is & splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 
bors. 550 pages. Price, $1. 


Bennett-Teed Discussion. Between 
D. M. Bennerr and Cyrus Rowvurus R. 
TEE D. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections to Christianity? 
A discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 
G. M. Marr, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new nor 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

3. Thestory of Jesus and his mission 
jn the world is unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

Bennert affirms; Marr denies. This ia 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the Unitea 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustica 
was perpetrated upon Mr. BENNETT. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


L-terrogatories to Jehovah. Being 
3,000 questions propounded to his Jewish 
Godship upon a great variety of subjects 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu- 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

cloth, 75 cents. 


The Beck ^f Chronicles of the Pil- 


grims in the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle t¢ 
the rh Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 
Apostle to the Truth Seekers, 


10 cents. 

The Great Religions of the World. 
10 cents. 

Open Letter to Samuel Colgate. 
10 cents. 

An Hour with the Devil. 10 cents. 


Sinfol Saints and Sensual Shepherds. 
10 conta, XA 5 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 
The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
BOBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Oloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at 
this office. Price, 50 cents. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GBEENLEAF 
OMPSON. 
2, OHABLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and influence. By Rev. JOHN W. OHADWIOK. 
3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
Low suns and worlds come into being. By 
z Mr. GARRET P. BERVISS. 
4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH : The story of 
geology. By Dr. LEWIS G. JANES. 
5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE : How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 
6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 


of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 


RAYMOND 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Corz. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. ROBERT G. ECOLES. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. BKIL- 
TON. 


10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. BIDNEY 
Sampson. 


11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By DR. Lewis! 
G. JANES. 


12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Nxrsos O. 
PABSHALL. i 

13. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. OBADWIOK. 

14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
Hoyt NICHOLS. 

15. THE EFFECTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
ÇOMING OIVILIZATION. Bx MiwoT J. 

Address THE TRUTH REEKEB CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
THE 


‘French Invasion of Ireland in ‘98, 


Leaves of Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroic Endeavor and_a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. : 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFE. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and gold side stamps. Price, $1.50. 


The present volume is an effort to rescue from 
comparative oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war, . . . It points a moral that amidst repub- 
hcan institutions like ours, will not fail to receive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hand. the elevat- 
ing influence of newly aequired ambition, . . . 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Oontains a heretcfore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process," etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. : 

The appeal is always made to & man's reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to hia gel: 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 


A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 


ble soolal state greatly in advance of the present 
The romantic narrat: 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo; cloth; $1.00; paper, 500. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COO. 


v is rich in its forecast of 


| COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL'S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
| Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 


With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


BY 
HUDSON TUTTLE. 


A Historical and Critical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


CoxTENT8: What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lio Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man’s Fall, and the Obristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man’s Position, 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Be- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis- 
dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Bights of Government. Duties of So. 
ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


NOW READY. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINCS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Beaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on: 
cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
; Investigator, Every Liberal should hav this book 
jin hishome. It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Agn:stic Annual 


FOR 1891. 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 
CONTENTS. 


An Agnostic View of the Bible. .. Samuel Laing. 
Fundamental Theses of Agnosticism. 

. R. Bithell. B.Rc., Ph.D. 
Agnosticism and the Ohurch of England. - 


Amos Waters. 
Avatar, Come! A Poem. 
. Saladin (W. Stewart Rose). 
The Instability of Faiths.Bon. O. K. Tuckerman. 
The Iron Band Under the Velvet Glove. 

i G, J. Holyoake. 
Practical Religion. . f . ... . . Charles Watts. 
The Cinerary Urn. A Sonnet. j 

. Author of Cesar in Rgypf. 

The New Anglicanism................... B. Russell. 
Androgynons Gods. K 

H. J. Hardwicke, M. D., F. R. O. S. 


Is Agnosticism Sonnd?................Patl Carus. 
* Is Agnosticism Sound ?” 

` Saladin (W. Stewart Ross) 
The Poems of Joseph Ellis... . . Mirabeau Brown. 


Price, 25 cents. For-sale at this office. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass, says 


I hav kept a Borar Boor for a good many years 
of letters received from patients; some arelong 
too long to publish, some are short and good 
Rainy days I sit down and read them, and hay 
learned a good deal about the human body from 
some poor, sickly woman or overstrained man. 
Here is one of them. I call it a good letter: 

TRENTON, TEX., Sept. 28, 1886. 

To Kennedy of the Medical Discovery, Roxbury, 
Mass. I am so proud of my recovery as to express 
my feelings in thanks to you. The RBEUMA- 
TISM has made me four legged for six years. At 
last I hav traded off two of them to Bell—druggist 
for four bottles of Kennedy’s Discovery. I am 
yours. gratefully and unsolicited, J. B. Ivx. 


J. D. SHAW’S PAMPHLETS, 


The Bible What Is Nt? A pam- 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price, 26 cents. ` . 

Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 
tion ar the pies Bory of man’s creation 
an Uri OlOogioa 1 se 
fall." Price, 10 cents. e 

Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 


negativ and affirmativ standpoint, showin 
what it ia not and what it is. Price, 5 conta, ? 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


À. tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 


Price, į . ; ; 10 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


JANUARY 3, 


19891. 
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Truth Seeker Tracts. 


NorE.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of publie assembly, 
ete. Toallow much to be done im this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. Bennett. 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood. . 


e o 


35 Moving the Ark. Bennett. 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
88 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y.Z....... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam............. 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race. 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild......... . 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett. 
58 Prophecies. — Underwood 
62 The Jews and their God........ . 10 
63 The Devil's Due Bills, Syphers............ 8 
64 Ills we Endure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 5 
65 ShoriSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus,D.D. 2 
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67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 5 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J. S. Lyon.. . 3 
71 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman....... 2 


73 Foundations. John Syphers. ............ 2 
74 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett. . 


2 
2 
75 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.......... 10 
1 
3 


76 Reply to E. F. Brown.  Bennett............ 
77 The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett. 


82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A. G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps.......... 
89 Logie of Prayer. C. Stephenson... 
90 Biblo-Mania, Otto Cordates.......... 
91 Our Ideas of God. B. F. Underwood.. 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper.. 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers........... 5 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker......... 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... 5 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell. 2 
204 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 10 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 2 


mM 
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5 
2 
2 
1 
5 
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2 
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10% The Safe Side. H. B. Brown.. . 
110 Invocation to the Universe. x, Bennett. 
111 Reply to Scientific Americas, Bennett.... 
112 Sensible Sermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.........- 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett. e 
214 Where Was Jesus Born? S. E. Preston 
315 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
216 The Sunday Question. Bennett. 

117 Constantinethe Great. Preston... 
119 The New Faith. . Stoddard. : 
120 The New Age. W. S. Bell.................. L 
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122 World's Great Religions. Benuett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindieated. Ingersoll and Ob- 
SSV P. seciasccsccscastavoscsccsnesecescoctess 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann. 5 
` 126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
der wood . . ( a 
180 Tha Ethics of Religion. Clifford. 
234 Talks with the Evangelists............ 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James. 
138 Science of the Bible. John Jasper. ae 
140 Astro-Theology ........ . . . 
241 Infidelity. H. W. Bee cher. e. 
242 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon. 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins . 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus 
149 Age of Shams . . 
145 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Walcemann - . . .0 
151 What is the Bible? M. W. H............. 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas.. 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway. 
255 Co-operation Society's Redeemer.......... 
256 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley.......... 
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259 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
160 Sabbath Observance. Coleman............ 
261 Protestant Persecutions . . 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 

Jail. Bennett. . tee 
164 Bible Impeached. Chapman.. 
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id SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


Y Hereditary Transmission. Prof Els- 
i burg, M. D. . . . . . 
2 Evolution: Homogereous to Heteroge- 
NEOUS, Underwood. . . 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin. 
5 Responsibility of Sex. . Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres., McCarroll.:.... 
X Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D... 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.......... 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
Lectures 2 10 
‘11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. S. Brigham, M.D................ . . 
48 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
- Modern Symposium. . ...... .. . . . . .. . IC 


Ses note at head of column. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
l THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 
E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. . ‘ " C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


DURING TEE YEAR 1800 THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Originai 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: = 

COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. . HELEN H. GARDENER. 

R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

PARKER PILLSBURY. L. K. WASHBURN. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 

CHARLES WATTS. LUCY N. COLMAN. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 

J. H. BURNHAM. JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 

JOEN PECK. MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. W. F. JAMIESON. 

H. O. PENTECOST. SUSAN H. WIXON. 

And many others. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers, 

The Editor of- THE TRUTH SEEKER'S Children's Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 

The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties. 


If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know ofthem. THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the 


Liberal Meelings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Wanhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions, The public cordially invited. 


"he Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall; 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
st. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch, 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 7.30. Lecturer, debater, and discus- 

sions on all important secutar subjects. Pres- 

Vent HENRY Binp; Secretary, Ooga BELLE 
LAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 


tion 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d atreet, Brooklyn, E. D., at 8 F. M., every 
Sunday. Lectures follow ed by discussion. Plat- 
form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 
Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad aL d 

ood StB., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and socia! questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B,—Trath 
Seeker publicationsalwayson handatoheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Keni, G., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Seo. 


EHzur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun. 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 


publishes each week more letters from the people than any. other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, So far as regards religious tests, 
and the maintenance of Luman rights. It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 
opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


Send $3 for a Year’s Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW Yor. 


SAND STEREOPTICONS 


B afford the best and cheapest means of object teaching 
for Colleges, Schools aud Sunday Schools. Our 
assortment of Views, illustrating art, science, history, 

=< > Pun N : religion and travel, is immense. l'or Home Amuse- 
ment and Parlor Entertainment, etc., nothing cau be found as instructive or amusing, while Church Enter. 
tainments, Public Ex- P 


An instrument with 
hibitions and Popular PA Y WEI Y 1 a choice selection of 
Illustrated Leeturea— € Views mattes ct hen. 
did Holiduy present, We are the largest manufacturers and dealers, and ship to all- parts of 
the world. If you wish to know how to order, how to conduct Parlor Entertainments for plea- 


sure, or Public Exhibitions; ete, for MAKING MONEY, send us your name and ad- 


dress on a postal card (naming this 208 PAGE BOOK FREE. 


paper), and we will mail you our 


McALLISTER, Mannfact’g Optician, 49 Nassau St., N. Y. City. 


INFIDEL DEATH BEDS. wu amy rs 


5 IDLE TALES OF DYING Best grades American Stem-winders : In silver- 
HORR ORS.” ide cea, 7 jowels, $7 50; 9 jewel’ $5: 11jewels, $9; 


-— E 15 jewels, $10; do. adjusted, $16. In 3 ounce coin 
New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


silver Gases, $3.50 more; 4 ounce, $4.50, and 5 
gunos, 35 more, an p fned, gola 1.5 popen 
Contains a Sketch of the Life and Death of. face, dus 10 8 „ Jewels, tis P 3, $16 E a 
Bruno, Buckle, Comte. Helvetius, Hugo, Hume. jewels, $17 00: 15 jawels, ) do. adiasted, 
Owen, Paine, Strauss, Volney, Voltaire, and 
nearly ninety other prominent Freethinkers. 


$94.50. Hunting, $22; $2260; $23; $24: $30. 
Paper. Price, 25 cents. Address this office. 


Ladies’; same duality, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


.[$1850; 15 jewels, $5. 14 karat solid gold, $10 
A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 


more. The famous, 
New Model otto Wettstein Watch, 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 
For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 


16 jewels and all modern improvements, $3 

more than above adjusted watches. No watch 

in the world competes with it. Finer watches up 
to $200. ^llsuch prepaid, guaranteed 1 Year, and 

girls and a younger brother who were left parent. 

less, with little money, fair education, and much 

courage, to make their way through the world by 

going to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 


Beware of New York World's 10 karat and spurious 
CAseR. atches cleaned, best work, $1; springs, 
$1, etc., and returned free. 


FsTABLISHED 1857. 


cash refunded if not satisfactory. All filled gold 
e narrativ is,in the main, a history of a work- OTTO WETTSTEIN. Rochelle, In. 


cages warranted by manufacturers 20 Years. 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 


among usiness men, kind-hearted folks " : 
and disreputable hypoorits. "It is ist such a story A STH M A-8; TATTS ASTHMALENE 
of human life as we shonld expect Oolonel Inger- | ides, we will mail tri um qr) = gen 


1 C BOTT. 
THE DR. TAFT BROS. M CO ROCHESTER, f. f. FN 


soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and apDreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the reat of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


The downcast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
aid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
hou£ghtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


, CONTENTS. 
A Splendid Judge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Club. 
Under Protest. 
For the Prosecution. 
A Rusty Link in the Ohain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of Cur Ancestors. 
Florence Campbells Fate. 
My Patient’s Story. 

Price: paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO,, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


AT THINE OWN HOME. 

Send 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
specialist, for his Private Counselor "—& valna- 
ble book for young and middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It sets forth an External Appli. 
cation—A POSITIVE OURE: as it matters not how 
iong standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J; and say where 


10:30 A.M. Free disoussion on all Liboral subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TaurH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. STH, Cor. Seo. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The publio cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Noralists, No. 903, 
Pralrie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 P. M. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Bec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
aye. Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.Macomsern,Pres.; LEROY BERBIER, Hec. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, S. E corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANELIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Mesta every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Unlon 


Meets every Bunday at 7:30 PM. in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash.  Lect- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 


uted free. FRANR Morse, Cor. Sec. 
The West End Progressive Lib - 
eral Union 


Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 
and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr’s 
Hall. Everybody invited. Mus. R. M. Berra, 
Pres.: J. H. MOWILLTIAMs, Rec. Sec. 


The Walia Walle Lib: ral Club 
Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
cience Lectures.—Free Discnssions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER: Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 
Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D.E. Riog, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; CHARLES SHEA, Sec. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
Hall Lectures, discussions, readings, poems, 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited. J. L. TREUTHART, President. 
WILL S. ANDRES, Secretary. 


ERY-SQUARE: 


OB, 

The Chureh of Praetieal Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 

This is the history of anattempt to found a 


you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethougbt 
press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Freethougné. 


AGENTS WANTED tc iR s 


E 
opportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 542 Broadway, N. X, 


Treatedfree. 
Positively CURED 
with Vegetable 
€ Remedies. Have 
E] cured many thou- 


sand cases pro- 

nounced hopeless. From first dose symptoms rapidly disappear, 
and inten days at least two-thirds of all symptoms areremoved. 
of testimonials of miraculous cures sent FREE. 


BOOK A 
TR FURNISHED FREE by mail 
TM AA VS TREATM ENTE Speelallsts, Atlanta, Ga- 


church without superstition, and its success. 
Unole Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to hig mind. 

Tor sale at this office. Prices $1.00. 


16 
Bews af the Beek. 
RENEWAL of the Louisiana lottery charter 
for twenty-five years passed House end Sen- 
ate but was vetoed by the governor. The 
House then passed it over his head, but the 
Senste refused. The point being raised that 
the governor could not veto a constitutional 


amendment, as this was, the case is now be- 
fore the Supreme Court. 


Tue Brazilian govern- 
ment is refused recogni- 
tion by Russia, Austria, 
and Germany. 


GENERAL BoorH of the 
Salvation Army has re- 
ceived $450,000 for re- 
claiming ‘‘ Darkest Eng- 
land.” 


Exxotion of a cardinal 
as the next pope is at 
hand, and France is anx- . 
ious that one friendly to 
the republic be elected. 


Carxotios in Germany 
gupport the government 
in its heavy military ex- 
penditures, which are 
disapproved by Radicals, 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, 
AND REFORMERS. 
Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Soien- 
tists, eto. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 


ent. Zvo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3: 


leather, $4; MOT., g. e., $4.50, 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Placa, N. Y. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 


3, 


GODS AND RELIGIONS 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


Vol. I. Give a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 


eluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo,835pp. Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the Worid. 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco., gilt edges. $8. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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Gems of hong. 


UNBENDINGNESs ig an indication as fre. 
quently of unsoundness as of health.— 
Landor. 


AN obstinate man does not hold opinions, 
but they hold him.— Pope. 


SorgNOE enables man to answer his own 
prayers.—JZngersoll. 
L3 


Eion disaster is a fac- 
tor in man’s education; 


V 


NN N 
CNN and experience will, in 
NN: future ages, lead to his 
RANN triumph over evil. The 
VAY ) loss of life in burning 
, buildings, ^ instead of 
Nd leading us to implore 
% H God to avert such disas- 


ters in future, teaches us 
to use new precautions 
against fire and make 
improved exits. It is a 
great relief to feel that 
we are not under the dis- 
ciplin of a ruler who is 
to be propitiated by our 
mental exercises, but to 
know that the forces 
that now control us are 
mercly teaching us how 


and the government in NN d SR N to become their masters. 

return tolerates religious AN 0 A i —BRobt C Adams. 

. RVs 10 
N e 7% Ir you take this life to 
ANN Eavxon, of New N ate UN 10 be simply what old relig- 
Haven, Conn., on the NE DR NN SEU UM ious folks pretend (I 
morning after Christmas S NARRA ORAN REN 18 n o Ke. pretend E 
DE e Ea NA CARAS ENS AH 0 mean the effete, gone to 
n 55 he ead. neel S NS SUA ROR FAK H i seed in a drouth, mere 
x% AWE UWA ee CTH lg s 
hands raised, having NS XN NS NEAN KAY | rego ay us pie 
been struck dead in S NS 0 FAS NU 10 joy and éerenity is re- 
prayer. DD N S NAR RAS NS a duced to grinning and 
AN instance of the ten- MS NS SS W: N SQ AWA j „bearing it. The fact is, 
of ecclesiastical TNCS ANS ENS PASSAU you hav got to take the 
dency WHS. SS SQ A N iN 

rule to encroach on civil, RTS Ss Ri S SM AN NN world on your shoulders 
appears in practices of (Ye INS X * M N like Atlas, and put along 
Jewish rabbis of New RAG V% : KT SANSA with it. You will do 
York, now expored. SX ENS ; N d ANS Son this for an idea's sake 
They hav been in the NS WSS T: : SANSA and your success will be 
habit of selling divorces. pum E CES m in proportion to your de. 
22 E — —— : : ideas, ma 
Ow the 28th ult. Big nS n ts —— ————— make your back aoha 
Foots band, of 120 DAVID COMFORTETH BATHSHEBA. occasionally, but you 
braves and 250 women . ety ese! ; will hav the satisfaction 
and children, surren- And David comforted Bathsheba his wife.—2 Sam. xii, 24. of hanging it or twirling 
dered near Wounded it to suit yourself. Cow- 


Knee Camp, but wereun- 
willing to giv up their arms. At an attempt 
to disarm them they fired, and a conflict en- 
sued in which Captain Wallace and several 
soldiers, and mostof the Indians, were killed. 


PASTEUR says he has himself discovered not 
merely a cure of tubercular diseases, but a 
preventiv, though it will be months or years 
before he can elaborate and publish it. 


Joun Stooxsringsk, of Raton, N. M., who] 


strangled and beat his mother to death, says 
he was trying to get the evil spirits out of 
her and all his chastisements were for her 
good, 


In Italy there is much suffering, and even 


starvation, as a result of the high taxes 


necessary to maintain military forces suffi 
cient to defend from other nations and the 


papacy. 


PREMIER MRROIER of the province of Que- 
bec has introduced in the legislativ. assembly 
a bill conferring on all church organizations 
power to take possession of land for building 
purposes. 


GERMAN Catholics deemed their sufferings 
ended with Bismarck’s removal, but now 
Minister Van Gossler has introduced a bill to 
secularize all schools, not only in instruction 
but in administration. 


Roman CaTHOLIO8 in Italy propose the for- 
mation of a Catholic Italian parliament as 
a counterpoise to the Masonic and foreign 
parliament,” as they style the legitimate par- 
liament of the nation. 


Ir is reported that the prime minister of 
Queensland has declared in favor of establish- 
ing an Australian nation, under an Australian 
parliament with all the powers now held by 
the British Parliament. 


He lards 


STANLEY is lecturing in the West. 
He 


his deliverances with Christian cant. 


of Africa Stanley intimated disbelief in Dar- 
winism. 


AT Wichita recently, masked men, sup-|do 80; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. 
posed to be Farmers’ Alliance men, ejected | tions and human wel 


three loan company’s tenants from farms that 
had been sold by the sheriff in foreclosure, 
and reinstated the original owners. In some 
places loan companies apprehend a coming 
war. 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


itself doth call for instant 


The shame 
d remedy." 


5 THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT, G, INGERSOLL. 


Address at the Festimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on | lished at this office. 


Religion and Social Matters. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER O00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


GIRARD’S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificent 


bequest to Philadelphia by the Obristian 
churches and Young Men's 
Kis Associa. 
ion. 


By Brou. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1, 


ards suffer, heroes enjoy. 
After a long day’s walk with it, pitch it into 
8 hollow place, git down and eat your lunch- 
eon. Unexpectedly, by some immortal 
thoughts, you will be compensated. The 
bank whereon you sit will be a fragrant and 
flowery one, and your world in the hollow a 
sleek and light gazelle.— Thoreau. 


WaurwPzRING and truckling fold with powders 
for invalids, conformity goes to the 
fourth.remov'd, ; 

I wear my hat as I please indoors or out. 

Why should I pray? why should I venerate 
and be ceremonious ? 

Having pried through the strata, avalyzed to 
a hair, counsel’d with doctors and calcu- 
lated close, g 

I find no sweeter fat than sticks to my own 
bones.— Walt Whitman. 


MATTER . . is eternal and unending. 
The earth, the dust, every created thing 
indeed perishes; but we cannot say that that 
perishes out of which they are created. Sub- 
stance abides eternally. A thing falls into 
dust, but out of the dust is developed another. 
The earth, as Pliny says, isa phenix and re- 
mains once for all. When it becomes old it 
burns itself to ashes, that out of them a young 
phenix may arise, the former, but rejuve- 
nated.—Sebastian Frank. 


WE submit the proposition that the universe 


in its entirety is eternal and self-existent.— 
Address TRE TRUTH SEEKER. Edgar C. Beall. 
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To the World's Columbian Exposition Commission: 

Learning that there is an organized movement among the more conservative church people—manipulated by a 
“ Sabbath " organization—to induce your honorable body to close on Sundays the World's Fair, to be held in 1893 in 
Ohicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the publie on 
each Sunday of its continuance. We ask this for the following reasons: 

1. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 

2. That publie morality may be subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 
resort when no moral amusements are available. 

3. As a matter of justice also to the people of Chicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible, 
speaks ill of Emin Pasha because he suspects | tens of thousands of whom can visit the Fair only on a general holiday; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 
he isan Infidel. In writing of a dwarf race|the Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are entitled to great consideration at your hands. 

4. For the publie good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. Ths rights of no one are infringed, the hsppiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 


This is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
fare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 


5. It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing iis 


receipts. 


6. To the objection that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 


would be exactly the opposite. 


The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the mare noble and varied in 


FRANKLIN, Pa., is indignant at the white-|its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change its character, the less danger there is that employers 
washing of Rev. Euclid Rogers by the Bap-| will ever have the power to transfer it from ita present position to the days of toil. With choice of Sundsy occupation 
restricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on leboring. |: 

T. Finally: Opening the World's Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 
benefit the Fair itself, the people of Ohicago, and the visitors to the Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 


tist church of Burlington, Ia., where he went 
on being dismissed from the former place. 
In Franklin he was charged with lying, finan- 
cial crookedness, improper conduct with a 


young woman, engaging himself to marry | individual education, publie morality, and the development and good of the whole country. 


another lady while living with one wife, and 
assaulting his wife. 


Name. 
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THE RUBBISH IN THE CHILDREN'S PATH. 


GA; 
7 


V Apoll 7h L 


Gates and Clinnings. 


Tux superiority of the moral fiber of the 
feminin sex to that of the masculin is again 
shown by the report of the board of police 
justices of this city for last year. According 
to the report, the number of men (85,069) 
arrested for violations of law was more than 
three times as great as the number of women 
(19,091). The statistics printed by the board, 
says the Sun, are helpful to the formation of 
opiniong upon several questions that are 
often brought under debate. 


Tag Christian Union says: Our readers 
will recall Prof. Booker T. Washington's 
statement, in an article in the Christian Union 
some time since, declaring in general terms 
the ignorance and immorality of a large pro- 
portion of the colored preachers of the South. 
We now find in the New York Age a letter 
from Bishop Payne of the African Methodist 
Episcopal church. He says: ‘I say em- 
phatically that not more than one-third of 
the ministers, Baptist and Methodist, in the 
South are morally and intellectually qualified. 
Iwil stand by this statement, and can dem- 
onstrate the truthfulness by painful facts 
with regard to names, times, and places.“ 


„W will now,” said the preacher, “ take 
up our usual Christmas collection for the 
poor. I wish to remind the congregation 
that Iam reliably informed the gamblers of 
: this town hav boasted they will outdo the 
churches more than two to one in charity this 
year. At the gambling-house in the block 
"below the sum of $250 was raised yesterday." 


The organist struck up & hymn, and when 
the collectors came back with the baskets 
after making the rounds of the pews it was 
found that the indignant board of trade men 
in the audience had contributed enough to 
bring the collection up to $560. The common 
gamblers in the block below were beaten out 
of sight. Cicago Tribune. 


INTELLIGENOE comes from Kentucky to the 
effect that Andrew Johnson, a member of one 
of the hill tribes in the eastern part of the 
state, who has killed in his time something 
like twenty men, has reformed and taken out 
license as an exhorter. He is now preaching 
with great vehemence and power in the 
mountain district. Johnson was once known 
as the ‘Pineville Terror.” He is a man of 
nerve and a ready shot. There is every rea- 
son to believe, thinks the World, that the un- 
couth sinners of eastern Kentucky will accept 
galvation at Parson Johnson's hands without 
& murmur. Lorenzo Dow was an able ex. 
horter and he was not above doing a little 
muscular reasoning in his early days, but he 
had no such record as Johnson. 


“Ir is to be hoped the messiah dancing 
craze may not become general among the 
colored people. "With the red men and black 
men dancing, who knows but the white man 
might take it next?” Thus saith the Indian- 
apolis Journal, ignoring a fact bigger than 
any mountain upon the face of the earth. 
There is no danger of the white man “ taking 
it next.” The white man has had it for cent- 
uries. The Christian religion has had the 
jim jams since the days-of its first inception. 
And it is no respecter of colors. It imparts 


2 


-worship will be deserted. 


the jim jams alike to white, black, and red 
men. With the orgies of Sister Woodworth 
now raging right before its eyes the assertion 
of the Journal above quoted and fraudulently 
passed upon its readers as a witticism, betrays 
the utter barrenness of the religious editorial 
brain.—Jronclad Age. 


Tur Hamilton Herald says: Not only 
hag the Toronto council pronounced against 
the running of street.cars on Sundays, but 
has refused to allow the citizens to vote on 
the subject. The Toronto people, it appears, 
are still in leading strings, and are not old 
enough yet to be trusted to walk alone." 
Saturday Night has also a palpable hit? at 
those who pretend to be pious just now be- 
cause it pays them to assume a virtue if 
they hav it not.” Our contemporary observes : 
“Take for instance this Sunday street-car 
question. The preachers are trying to keep 
a corner on the Sunday, they are afraid if 
any other attraction is offered their place of 
If they, as 
ministers of the gospel, as vice-regents of the 
immortal king, cannot maintain their ascend- 
ency and fill their auditoriums while street- 
cars run, they are poor creatures and un- 
worthy to be captains in the army of God.” 


Ir is the women, not the men, who keep 
up the church, and they should boss the 
whole business, says the Denison Gazetteer. 
Let the men attend to civil affairs, to politics, 
and let the women run the religious. busi- 
ness. That would be an equitable division 
of labor. Of course the preachers will kick 
vigorously, and we can hardly blame them. 


They do not like to divide the honors with 


the sisters. They prefer to strut around in 


broadcloth, white neckties, and plug hats, 
travel at half rates on the railroads, and mo- 
nopolize the privilege of sporting the title of 
the deity in front of their names, while the 
women make their heads ache devising new 
attractions to draw money from the pockets 
of the wicked men to supply the exchequer 
with the necessary funds to support the dear 
pastors and make the church edifice respect- 
able. But the clergy will hav to come off 
their exalted perch sooner or later, or at least 
let the good women share it with them. 


Hinpoo and Mohammedan superstitions 
hav met near Calcutta with such a clash that 
they were subsequently brought into court. 
A desirable piece of land lay waste because 
it was reputed to be haunted by a Hindoo 
goddess who objected to settlers. The Hin- 
doog did all they could to propitiate her, 
setting apart a tree for her abode, under 
which they erected an idol in her honor, to 
which they made offerings of fruit and 
flowers. Still, the goddess continued im- 
placable, and one man venturing to cultivate 
some of the land, he and his children died. 
Eventually, some Mohammedans, laughing 
at the Hindoo superstition, undertook to 
reclaim the land, but, somehow or other, the 
goddess manifested herself in a way to scare 
them off. That made the Mohammedans 
more determined and defiant than ever. So 
they took a sacred Hindoo beast, a cow, to 
the goddese’s tree, and killed it there, placing 
parts of the carcass among the branches, and 
even smearing the idol with its blood. This 
so outraged the feelings of the Hindoos that 
they invoked the penal code, and five Mo- 
hammedans were sentenced to imprisonment 
for ** outraging religious susceptibilities.” 


is 


Communications. 


ont of the Depths. 


There never existed a happier family than that of 
John McLaren, mason. People envied them and 
wondered if they ever sorrowed or if their existence 
were wholly bathed in sunshine. 

Nothing seemed to distract them. They had a 
kind wórd and smile for the most unfortunate in 
Comrie. There was Mrs. MeLarer, with her laugh- 
ing liquid-blue eyes, two dimples in her cheeks, and 
the prettiest little rosebud of a mouth perpetually 
wreathed in smiles; the baby, John McLaren, Jr., a 
crowning happy piece of innocence, and lastly hon- 
est John himself, the merry, twinkling-eyed head of 
the family, who had a habit, much to be deprecated 
in those degenerate days, of always looking upon 
the silver lining of the gloomy eloud and thus saving 
doetor's bills. 

Exe John started for work in the morning he 
would imprint a hearty kiss on the laughing mouth 
of his wife, who smilingly wculd chide him with, 
“Behave, John;“ make a face at the baby, who 
crowed in return until he got black in the face; 
then our merry mason set off to his work whistling 
as gaily as a lark. 

No wonder people envied them. Even if the late 
Mr. Pope had known our John he would hav averred 
that a “happy man is the noblest work of God.” 

If it be true that “those whom the Gods love die 
young,” then we wonder no longer how flowers grow 
so luxurianily in a graveyard, for they are smiles res- 
urrected perfuming the world again with their 

fragrance, a 

And then, one must remember that everything had 
gone well with the MeLsrens. John had always 
been in good employment on the Danfern estate, 
where he repaired stone dykes and gossiped with 
the old retainers. “When he got married he had 
nstalled himself in a cógy, ivy-covered cottage, with 
a moss-grown roof, and a porch that in summer time 
was hid by the honeysuckle. Then there was a sun- 
dial of his own handiwork standing in the center of 
his well-kept garden, on which one could tell exactly 
the time of day. 

So you see that it was no wonder that the 
McLarens were happy, for they possessed everything 
to render them so, even love. And there lies the 
secret. For where love is, faith, hope, and charity 
abide. 

So the years rolled on, and John and his worthy 
spouse grew still happier and more loving, until one 
day the laird dying, “a most uncomfortable thing," 
as Sandy, the beadle, said, “the like of which has 
ne’er been heard o’ i’ the kintra side for mony a lang 
year,” threw the whole of the tenants into the deep- 
est dejection. Then the new laird, whose head was 
teeming with the latest improvements, came up from 
London, turning everything topsy-turvy on his 
arrival. . 

He discharged half of the servants, among whom 
was our friend John, because, he said, he was deter- 
mined to conduct the estate on an economical basis. 
He evicted half of his small farmers, for he clearly 
showed that a stock farm was of more profit than an 
sgricuitural one. So that, in a little while, there was 
a dreary waste tenanted only by a solitary shepherd 
and his sheep, where formerly bloomed many a little 
holding and lived as many a happy family. 

All was changed. The evicted of Comrie had 
gone, tearful and heart-broken, exiled from the hills 
their forefathers had crimsoned with their blood in 
order to preserve their liberty, and when such a 
cruel wrong as this done to them would hav sent the 
fiery cross speeding across the Highlands, and 
brought the vengeance of the clans on the head of 
the perpetrator, aye, even unto the third and fourth 
generation. 

But tempora mutantur, only the ruined huts re- 
mained calling down the vengeance of heaven on 
the tread of the desolator. The people had departed 
assisted by the government, who upheld the landlord 
in his right to take the bread out of the mouths of 
hundreds of people and send them into exile. It 
was his land, his legal property—at least now it was, 
but we all know how his light-fingered ancestors 
came by it—and he could do as he pleased. 

That is what the British government said, and they 
ought to know what givs legal right to land, for they 
are themselvs the chief of land-stealers in the world. 
J ohn McLaren, having lost his situation, determined 
to go to London, where work was plenty, he believed, 
and nobody wanted. 

Ong a bright May morning the MeLarens stood 
upon the deck of the steamer Swallow watching the 
rock-bound coast of Scotland growing dim before 
their eyes. Then, when it appesred like a blue mist 
lying low upon the horizon, John turned to his wife, 
while the tears. welled from his eyes, exclaiming, 
“« Wae'gs me, hinny, we're gaen noo,” whereat his two 
children set upa howl and his wife threw herself 
upon his neck, sobbing as if her heart would break. 
Sorrow had touched the hearts of the worthy couple 

for the first time. They could stoically see: their 


| by Hamish MoTavish as the exiled left their homes. 


ger's revolution. s 
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appeared upon his lowering brow, his lips would 
tightly compress, his hands twitch as if he fain 
would grabble an enemy. One morning they urose 
and found famin in:the room. Jeanie, dear,” said 
John, and his voice was as low and soft as when he 
courted her in Methven woods, we cannot let our 
boy die, we must get food.“ e, VER s 

k Oh, John," returned his wife, do nothing-rash; 
rather let us die honest than: liv criminal. " We Hav 
been provided for until now and surely God won't 
let us starve at this time.” K 

* Aye, aye, wife, God provides for us as long as 
we hav an income, but let fortune turn its back upon 
us then God seemingly sets his face against us; I 
suppose it is because we sinned in becoming poor. 
But heaven helps those who help themselvs, and 
rather than see you and the bairnie die, I'll help 
myself !” : ui 

“Oh, John, ma ain love, dinna dae anything 
wrang,” cried his wife, relapsing into her sweet 
mother tongue in her anguish, “God will help us, 
only wait !” cas oa 

“Well, well, Jeanie,” returned John as he but- 
toned up his threadbare overcoat, “we'll see what 
God will do." “But,” he added as he left the house, 
I'll hav food in the meantime.” e AM 

The alley in which the MoLarens lived ran into 
Whitechapel, so that John had not very far to go ere. 
he came to a store where he knew goods lay very 
near the door. j 

But, ss luck would hav it, he had walked but 
a couple of rods when he spied a baker's basket rest- 
ing in front of a house with two very nice loaves in it. 

Here was his opportunity, so quickly availing him- 
self of the loaves he turned and darted along the 
street. 

Somebody saw him and raised the cry of stop 
thief.” 

Fear of being captured with the booty lent wings 
to John. He flew along Whitechapel, his eyes 
bloodshot, his face pale, while flecks of foam flew 
from his mouth as if from that of a madman. 

“ Stop thief" again echoed in hia ears, and men, 
women, and children took up the chase. = >> = 

There is nothing so exciting as a man-hunt. 
Where man is the hare, and men the hounds, there 
exists a strange fascination.  - : c PV 

It is queer. But man is naturally a bloodthirsty 
animal. HE 

John at length distanced his pursuers, and wind- 
ing in and out of the alleys, then doubling back upon. 
his track, he at length reached his home. 

To his wife he evaded the question of how he got 
the bread, saying, We'll hav some more to- 
morrow. f Sg 

They had nearly finished the loaves, and the good 
woman in her innocence was thanking God for the = 
meal, when the door opened, two policemen entered 
and laid their hands upon John. E 

Jeanie was thunderstruck, but John smiled -: 
grimly. ‘All right, I'm ready," said he to the 
policemen. $ . 

Never fear, ma ain, it wull »’ be richt i’ the end,” 
he whispered to his wife, who remained yet speech-. 
less; “it canna be much o' a sin to steal in order to 
liv.: Keep your heart up and wait for me.” Then 
stooping down he imprinted a kiss upon his wife's 
cold forehead, pressed his boy to his heart, and was 
about to go, when his wife arose. 

Her face was firmly set, hereyesstern. It seemed 
as though a cloud had passed o'er her, leaving its 
biack trace upon her features. „31 5 

Her right arm slowly extended; the policemen: 
halted, turning half round, and looked at the woman 
with some fear as she stood there like an ancient 
sibyl about to utter a prophecy. . T 

“You hav taken my husband and ruined our lives 
because we wanted to liv," she commenced ; then her 
voice rose higher and there was a peculiar hiss in it 
as she said, “Take him, but may the curse of a: 
dying woman follow you and the law that assists: 
you in crushing us; may the:face.of God be ever set 
against you; may hell open) 25 

She stopped, pressed her hand to her side, looked `: 
wildly around the room as if seeking an escape, 
tottered, and fell heavily upon the floor, while & 
crimsoned froth oozed from her lips. y 

John flew to his wife's side, calling her by all en- 
dearing names, but she heard not. "xd 

The son knelt by his mother's side, patting her 
hands, aud praying her, to open her eyes once 
more, but she was deaf to all, for death had entered 
the forest and was laying it low. » Fk 

Come, my man,” said oue of the policemen, 
* we. can’t wait ere ball day." A 
Won't you let me remain by my dead wife's. 
side a little longer?" pleaded John. DO 

“No,” returned the man of law, “the city ull loo 
arter er, but the laur vants you.“ M 

So he was led away, while his dead wife lay on the 
foor, gazing blindly at the ceiling with her eyes 
wide open, and his &on sat cowering and sobbing in 
8 corner. "wo $ 

And all that the law may be vindicated. . "ES 

Owing to the misérliness of cne man, hundreds 
are-driven-into exile; others, because-of a similar =: 


cottage dismantled and given over to the flames; 
hear the wild, shrill lament played heart-brokenly 
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They ‘could see all this, albeit with aching hearts, 
but outwardly unmoved, but now when that country 
which they loved só well, and which rears her queenly 
head so high amidst the nations of the world, had 
flown from their gaze, the. floodgates of their hearts 
opened. They wept, as Rachel weeping for her 
children but: they: were not. At last after a weary 
voyage, in which the passengers suffered all the 
horrors of the mal de mer, they steamed up the 
Thames and discharged their freight at Hermitage 
wharf. 

The McLarens were now in their El Dorado, in 
this city of the world, London. 

For some days they were almost deafened with 
the noise of the drays that continually rumbled 
along the streets and the hum of the multitude which 
seemed to be flowing. onward, no one knew whither. 
No matter what time of night they opened their eyes 
they could still hear the throbbing of London’s great 
heart. Sometimes they heard a shriek, then the 
quick patter of feet, the blowing of policemen’s 
whistles, angry oaths, than the echo of footsteps 
dying away, and then they would cower under the 
bedelothes trying to keep out the noise, and wonder 
what on earth ever tempted them to stray away from 
their quiet purply hills to this bedlam. 

After many applications John at last succeeded in 
obtaining some work, and fer two years they lived 
pretty comfortably. But, then, toward the end of 
the year 18— men were being gradually thrown out 
of employment; pale, hungry-looking fellows were 
now often seen standing around the street corners, 
glowering at the rich people as they rolled past in 
their carriages, or listening to one of themselvs orat- 
ing on unionism. 

London was ‘beginning to feel uneasy; the heart 
did not beat with its wonted regularity, but. rather 
spasmodically ;. rumors were rife of workmen band- 
ing together to sack the city, and the policemen 
looked graver as they tightened their belts before 
sallying forth to their beats. The demon hunger had 
oast its black shadow over the city, pinching the faces 
of the children and slowly driving. the workmen to 
the wall. Out of the darkness of this night arose 
the ory of * Bread !- bread! or we perish,” but the 
ory was unheeded ; men dropped exhausted in the 
streets; women and children passed away in the 
gloom with the cry of bread upon their lips; men 
stole so that they might be imprisoned and liv, and 
a gauntlooking corpse was found floating in the 
Thames, while aristocrats whirled in their business 
traps along the Row careless of the rumble of hun- 


“ We asked for bread and they gave us stones.” 
Yea, worse, for when in our time of need we besought 
them, for love of that God whom they adore, to be- 
stow on us.in alms a portion of that wealth we 
helped to create, that our families may liv, they drove 
us back with bayonets wielded in the hands of those 
whom we pay by labors sweat—pay them so that 
the throne may hay a greater wenpon wherewith to 
crush the multitude. O people! will ye ever learn 
your power—who it is that really reigns? Look, 
look ahead, yonder is Canaan; now find your 
Joshua ! 

The employees of the factory, in which John was 
employed, had struck for higher wages. The men 
had presented a petition to their employer to urge 
the necessity of paying one cent per hour more, as 
it was almost impossible to liv upon their present 
earnings. ‘ 

Their employer, a gouty, bloated-looking gentle- 
man (sic), gruffly told them “that if they could not 
liv upon their present earnings, they could, at least, 
decently die upon them.” 

The mev, with sullen looks and low muttered 
threats, retired to their benches where, swinging 
their tool baskets over their shoulders, they left the 
factory. < 

That night a lurid glare shot skyward and, ere the 
fire department had arrived, Thomson’s factory was- 
burnt to the ground. 

Weeks rolled into months, yet John McLaren was 
still “ out,” and the money he had saved had gone, 
as also had most of his household effects, to keep the 
wolf from the door. From three meals they came 
down to two, and latterly John had contracted the 
habit of staying out all day, ostensibly seeking work, 
but in reality to giv his loved ones a larger dinner. 

Then famin’s companion, death, crept up the alleys 
laying his finger upon the children of the poor. 
John heard his footsteps and offered himself up to 
his clammy embrace if his chiid might be saved. 

Death smiled and rocked their child to sleep, say- 
ing, “I am culling the flowers, giv me time and I 
will lay the forest low.” j 

Notwithstanding the sorrow she felt Mrs. Me- 
Laren tried ever to keep a smile upon her pale, care- 
worn face. Her love for her husband was still as 
great as of yore, though John himself had grown 
sullen and depressed of late. 

As he sat by the black fireplace of an evening, 
“with hunger: gnawing at his vitale,” great furrows 
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cause, are made criminals ; women are forced. upon 
the street so that they may liv. 

Yet some wonder why men strike work! They do 
go to save themselvs and wives from entering upon 
a vicious life to which the greed of the masters tends 
to drive them. l 

How is ib possible for women to remain untainted 
in this country on $1 50 to $2 50 per week? Many 
are not obtaining that sum. Do you not think, 
gentlemen, that this greed of the capitalist is putting 
a premium on prostitution? I think so. Ask any 
of those eighty thoussnd street-walkers who throng 
the London streets what made them adopt that life. 
In the-majority of cases the answer will be, insuf- 
ficiency of wages. 

Hunger drives men and women to evil courses, 
88 possible revolutions that deluge a country in 
blood. : 

Giv the people reasonable wages and hours o 
labor; throw open the museums and art galleries on 

Sundays so that thé people oan feast their eyes on 
the beauties, and fill their heads with & portion of 
the knowledge, contained therein, and crime, I think, 
would greatly diminish, the labor problem would be 
solved, the social evil would lessen, and the people 
would be rendered more contented. 

John was brought before a magistrate and charged 
with *purloining two loaves of bread,” pleaded 
guilty, and was ordered to be confined for four 
calendar weeks with hard labor. 

John asked the magistrate for God's sake to hav 
his wife decently interred and his boy taken care of. 

The magistrate, & well-meaning gentleman no 
doubt, who thought that all thieves were of the same 
class and criminality, blandly told John that “he 
ought to hav thought of his family before commit- 

- ting the crime.” Then John was led away. 

Four weeks elapsed, the prison gate was flung 
open and John McLaren stepped out into freedom. 
His son met him at the prison gate. They walked 
quickly away from the gloomy jail, determined to 
leave London and seek their fortunes in the country. 

“It wacould get home to Comrie, father,” said 
the boy, gazing wistfully at his father’s changed 
countenance.. l TC 

„We'll try, laddie,” was the father’s only response. 

They had just reached the head of the street on 
which stood the prison, when they heard.a confused 
babel, and looking in the direction they saw some 
hundreds of people being charged by the military. 

Slowly but surely the people were being forced 
baek by their more disciplined brothers. Now they 
would halt, stones would fly, snd some soldiers 
be struck to esrth. 
Then the military would cheer and rush upon the 
people with their rifles at the charge like blood. 
hounds eager for their prey. 

At last the mob halted close to where John and 
his son stood, beside a pile of stones that some 

. causeway layers were using in repairing the street. 

The McLarens moved a little toward the crowd as 
the latter were busy arming themselvs with stones 
and shouting defiance to the soldiers who had like- 
wise haltet. i 

Some of the rioters were hatless, their hair stream- 
ing ia the breeze; others coatless, with shirt-necks 
open, displaying a ‘hirsute brawny neck, their sleeves 
rolled up, and faces red with passion, yet all grasping 
stones ready to hurl in the faces of the government 
hirelings. 

At last, a pompous-iooking magistrate rode to the 
front and commenced to read the riot act. 
got to the words “in the name of Victoris” when a 
shower of stones, hurtling around his head, caused 
him to retire in & manner more hasty than dignified. 

“ Oaptain, do your duty,” he yelled to the officer 
in charge of the infantry company, “and kill the 
hounds,” he added, as he tried to persuade his head 
to come out of the silk hat that had been forced 
almost over hia eyes. 

* Attention!” commanded the captain. “Carry 
arms. With ball cartridge—load,” and the stillness 
of the street was disturbed by the click of the lever 
as the breech-block fell. 

Then the soldier, out of love for his fellow-man, 
raised his hand, saying, Men, for God's sake, retire 
"ere it be too late.” 

But the magistrate was not of a peaceful disposi- 
lion seemingly, for he angrily yelled to the officer, 
“Why don’t you fire upon the dogs and disperse 
them?“ 

The latter, less bloodthirsty than the former, who 
took good care to remain well in the rear, turned to 
him, exclaiming, “ You, as one of the people, ought 
to be the last to urge such a proceeding." 

Then more stones were flung, a soldier dropped 
with an ugly gash in his head, and his comrades 
murmured. Quick and sharp then came the com- 
mand, “Aim, fire!” and ere the rattle of the mus- 
ketry had died away the order was given, Charge!“ 
Down upon the people came the soldiery with wild 
cheers and leveled bayonets. The mob stood for a 
moment, then broke-and fled, leaving their dead and 
dying upon the street. 

Kneeling by the side of his son was John 
MoLaren, with a look of indescribable anguish upon 
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‘| As to changing front, X don't think I'll do it. 


He just | 
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his face as he tried to stanch the life's blood that 


spurted from the side of his boy. 

* Open your een, ma ain wee laddie," he whispered 
through his tears, ou'Il gang awa’ tae Comrie; hees- 
tye, get up ma doo’, it's your ain fayther wha's 
speakin. Ob, Johnny, wull ye no speak!” and he 
passionately kissed the beaded forehead of the boy. 

His son slowly raised his leaden eyelids and as 
slowly closed them again, murmuring, “I’m sleepy, 
fayther,” then heaving a gentle sigh, his young life 
crept away from the street, far above the London 
tumult, into the unknown. 

Raising his eyes to heaven, the poor distracted 
father exclaimed, “Oh, God, what hav I done that I 
should liv while others die!" Then he sank by the 
side of his boy in a swoon. 


A week after a body was found floating in the 
Thames, on whick was found a book bearing the 
name of “John McLaren, Comrie.” At last he had 
found that death which had evaded him so long— 
that eternal slumber which is nature’s royal gift to 
those whom death plucks out of the depths. 

WILLIAM ROBERTSON. 
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The Bells Are Chiming. 


There is just as much science in the proper ringing 
of a bell as there is in the construction of a wonder, 
mysterious and weird. 

Professional bell-ringers, adepts in the art, can. 
produce from bells, ranging in size from the tiny one 
that adorns Bossy's neck up to the monster in the 
steeple high, the sweetest tunes—tunes that carry 
the.aged back to childhood’s merry days, that thrill 
the young, and fill the sir with happy melody. How. 
well do I remember the Swiss Bell-ringers! Oh, the 
music they did make! And onsimply common bells. 

I hav always wished that I could “play” a bell. 
But I never shall know how to do this most proper 
thing, unless I study and master the science of the 
art. I hav made several attempts at bell-ringing, 
and my last attempt was a dismal failure. The 
“Bell” I strove to play upon kicked back and: 
knocked from my effort all the tune and melody it 
did possess. I refer to that great. big Bell that 
chimes throughout the West, among the Rockies 
and on ocean slope. Unlike most belle, this particu- 
lar big fellow can talk and write and speak. He does 
all this with vim, with vigor, and with might. In 
one of his sweeping vibrations he by print advises. 
me “to change front,” and all because I had referred 
to lecturers’ “gilt-edged” prices, I pleaded for re- 
ductions somewhat—to take the rounds sometimes 
for “glory and bare living.” And by the way, in 
looking over old letters in regard to lectures I find 
one or two from Bell, the chiming lines of which 
announce prices twice as high as those given by 
other representativs of the world of talk and thought. 
Iam 
doing splendidly the way I am faced at pregent. 
He says I hav never been in the lecture business.” 
That is true, and others who are in it would perhaps 
do better outside of it. Of course this is intended 
as no reflection on my chiming friend Bell. He is a 
good lecturer; at least, he has that reputation. I 
wish him joy. 7 

Another bell is labeled Voss. He rings forth his 
appeal from Los Angeles, Oal., in the interest of the 
Assembly of Progress. He recently took issue with 


me on the word white,” which as used in a section | | 


of the Assembly's constitution and by-laws draws the 
color line tightly and completely. To use it thus is 
in a manner saying amen to and sanctioning. the 
cruel trestment imposed upon the colored race be- 
fore the war and since the war by orthodox fanatics 
who believed and still believe the Bible a divine 
command from an unknown God. Voss has my re- 
spect and admiration for the good he does, but for 
the bad, never. ! ; EE 

Local bells are salvo chiming. Those in charge of 
church and priest hav a cracked sort of a sound. 
Their clappers I am told are worn, and eaten by the- 
ological rust. At. any rate, they don't hav that 
drawing sound they seemed to possess before our 
late congress. . The bells in the hands of the Secu- 
larists are, on the other hand, ringing sweetly and 
merrily. Their tones are charming, and the people 
are heeding. ; 


The Portsmouth auxiliary hav started in upon 
their second six months of existence equipped as 
they never hav been at any other time since their 
organization. The officers they hav elected are as 
follows: President, J. L. Treuthart (prominent 
Mason and business man); first vice-president, 
Henry Nagleisen (young and prominent business 
man); second vice-president, Ed. Woodrow (young 
and popular); secretary, Lillian Andres (my wife); 
assistant secretary, Miss Alice Treuthart (the eldest 
daughter of the president); treasurer, Benj. Woods 
(leading newsdealer) The committees appointed 
are: lecture committee, Will S. Andres, Henry Na- 
gleisen, Ed. Woodrow; public work, John Welty, 
Wash Cross, Jas. H. Feurt; ways and means, G. W. 
L. Mitchell, E. H. De Witt, Will S. Andres. The 


lecture committee purpose to pursue a d ferent ‘inn 
of policy from that of the last six months. They 
intend to hav the best of speeches, debates, lectures, 
essays, and readings, and on subjseta in line with the 
Nine Demands. In this way it is expected to enrol 
a big membership, including the high and the low, 
the rich and the poor, the white and the black. 

The local organization feels deeply interested in 
the other auxiliaries scattered over the country. 


We would like to see them arise from the sleep they 


seem to be in and get down to good solid work. 
The plan of Miss Craddock to hav all auxiliaries for- 
ward to national headquarters s report of each 
month's work, is a step in the right direction. She 
in turn can publish reports in bulk and thereby every 
auxiliary will know exactly what is being done by 
its neighbors both close around and far sway. It 
is a capital idea, and auxiliaries should take hold 
and promptly respond. Witt S. ANDRES. 
Portsmouth, O. 
— 2 ñ—4—ü—f 
Pitch Into the Christian Religion. 


From the Investigator. 


It seems to us that whatever progress has been 
made toward a realization of any of the Nine De- 


-mands, is wholly due to the surrender of some theo- 


logical position. The enemy of the American Secular 
Union is the Christian theology, and the obstruction 
in the way to a complete victory for our Secular prin- 
ciples is the faith in this theology. Does anyone con- 
tend that the Christian church, as an organized body, 
could logically adopt and defend the “Nine De- 
mands of Secularism?’ Does not everyone admit 
that these “Demands,” more or less, imply what is 
anti-Ohristian, anti-theological, and anti-religious ? 

The Nine Demands” cannot be reconciled with 
the position and purpose of the Christian church. 
Men and women who accept the Ohristisn theology, 
the Christian faith, and who belong to the Christian 
church, cannot be counted upon to advocate, and 
work for the success of, the principles of Secularism 
as formulated in the * Nine Demands.” The work 
which has been done thus far for the secularization 
of the state has not been done by those who are re- 
garded as religious. It has been done by those who 
are outside the church, who, for the most part, reject 
Christianity, and who hav no faith in theological 
dogmas. 

If we hav correctly stated the facts, then it seems 
to us that the way to secure the separation of church 
and state in this country is to boldly attack the 
power by and through which a union of church and 
state is maintained, viz., the Christian church. Ee- 
clesiastical property is exempted from taxation be- 
cause such exemption is defended by the Christian 
church. Sunday is declared a sacred day by the 
state because such a declaration was inspired by the 
Christian church. The Bible is read in the public 
schools because the Christian church has placed it 
there. 

We do not see how s person can show up the evils 
of the union of church and stafe, and fitly character- 
ize the power which sustains this union, without 
condemning the Christian theology and the Christian 
religion. We therefore are in favor of an aggressiv 
policy which will condemn the false, the wrong, and 
the evil in Christianity, and we do nof believe that 
any other course on the part of the Liberals of the 
United States wili help further the cause of Secular- 
ism. 

While we would not needlessly offend by our lan- 
guage, we hold that the foolish theology of the Ohris- 
tian church should be shown up in all its ridiculous- 
ness. If Ohristianity is true, it ought to be accepted 
by everybody; if it is false, it ought to be rejected by 
everybody. We regard Ohristianity as false, and we 
think all Secularists and Liberals regard it in the 
same way. We do not believe in personalities, how- 
ever, and although strongly denouncing a system or 
organization we do not necessarily attack men and 
women. ` . 

Until Ohristians ask to hav their church property 
taxed; until Christians ask to hav all Sunday laws 
repealed ; until Christians ask to hav their Bible re- 
moved from the schools; until Christians ask that no 
more chaplains be employed in Congress aud institu- 
tions supported by publie money ; until Christians 
ask that the oath be abolished in the courts and all 
departments of the government—those who are in 
favor of political reforms on such lines will be justi- 
fied in claiming that the evils, which the American 
Secular Union was organized to remove, depend 
upon the existence of the Christian theology, the 
Christian religion, and the Ohristian faith. 

—— tO 


BRAIN of the New World, what a task is thine, 
To formulate the Modern— out of the peerless grandeur of 


the modern 
Out of thyself comprising science, to recast poems, churches, 


ar i 
(Recast, may-be discard tbem, end them--may-be their work 

is done, who knows?) 
By vision, hand, conception, 

mighty past, the dead 


- the mighty living present- 
To limn with absolute faith the mighty tying p 17 


on the background of the 


a 
O 
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The Secular Union’s Monthly Report. 
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED DECEMBER, 1890. 


Thomas Hindle, Jamestown, N. Y............... . 
Michael Collins. Salt Lake City, Utah.......................-. 2 
W. F. Lerich, Houtzdale, Pa. ($1 annual membership; 

$10 Guarantee Fund) . . 
A. K. and M. J. Olds, McMinnville, Ore. 
Charles Otto Mackert, Philadelphia (new)......... 
Anton J. Kraft, Grantfork, III. (Guarantee Fund is 
P. B. Mackey, Bridgeport, Conn. (new)..................... 
Clemens Vonnegut, Indianapolis, 1nd......................... 
John Turner, Philadelphia... . . iiris 
S, Pabst, Highland, III . . t 
John Wolf, Mount Morris, Ill. (Guarantee F'und)......... 
Anton J. Craft, Grantfork, Ill. (for pamphlet Shall 

the Bible be Read in our Public Schools ?“). . 1 
W. W. Wilson, Spiceland, Ind. (balance life member- 


ship) TT 5 
Lucy C. Wilson, Spiceland, Ind. (new member).......... 1 
Mattie M. Wilson, Spiceland, Ind. (new member) 1 
Will H. Baker, EI Monte, Cal. (through Freethought) 
(new member) e 1 
E. Frost, Maynard, Ia 5 
Reuben Savage, Maynard, Ia. (through E. Frost) (new 
member) «000000 . e 1 
J. P. Slayton, Tecumseh, Mich. (Guarantee Fund) life 
member (new) 2 ẽ 2 2. 5 
John Corbet, Minneapolis, Minn 7 
P. F. Spencer, Evansville, Wis. (Guarantee Fund). . 2 
Total eee e eser e 104 


F. C. MEN DE, Treasurer American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, Jan. 5, 1890. 
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Practical Work for Secalarization. 


We frequently receive letters which say: “Iam 
isolated from other members, but would like to do 
some practical work for the cause. How shall I 
set about it?’ To ali such, of course, we send 
pamphlets, and say: “Circulate these wherever 
you can, especially among mild conservativs and 
Protestant church paople, where you will find you 
can use ‘Church Taxation’ as an entering wedge 
for other more radical pamphlets.” A large num- 
bar of these pamphlets, indeed, hav already been 
circulated by Protestant Christiana and by Jews 
in Maryland and other states. In Idaho and 
Otegon, through the enterprise of two individuals, 
a copy of *Ohurch Taxation” has been placed in 
ihe hands of every member of the legislature. 
This ought to be done in every state and terri- 
tory of the Union, so as to bring the injustice of 
church exemption before the eyes of our legis- 
lators. 

Then, again, we hav President Westbrook’s ad- 
mirable pamphlet on: “Shall the Bible be Read 
in Our Public Schools?” This ought to be circu- 
lated widely in such states as Wisconsin and else- 
where, where public opinion, from sheer ignorance 
of the merits of the case, is setting in favor of 
religious instruction of some sort in the public 
schools. But to do this requires money—more 
money than the present financial condition of our 
treasury warrants us in expending. We are nearly 


out of the first edition of this most valuable 


pamphlet; nevertheless we hav been able to send 
it to but few of our members as yet (as has been 
our custom hitherto with each new pamphlet issued 
by us) owing to the calls for it by those who are not 
members. O! course, we desire to sow a good seed 
Wherever we can; and, with the exception of the few 
copies which we hav sent on sale to Tux Terura 
Szrxer, the Investigator, Freethought, and the 
Progressiv Thinker, we hav distributed these pam- 
phlets individually, and only where we hav thought 
they would be of use. The need for a new edition 
is pressing; but we hav not the money to expend 
upon it. 

A third pamphlet (an eight-page circular) is now 
ready for printing. It is got up in an exceedingly 
novel and attractiv style, and appeals to the patriot- 
ism of those into whose hands it may fall. If this 
be circulated as it should be, our cause will be adver- 
tised to the general public as never before, aud there 
18 every reason to hope that the accessions to our 
membership will be numerous, especially from busi- 
ness men of position and influence throughout the 
country. This is not merely a self-congratulatory 
statement on the part of the executiv committee, but 
the result of opinions expressed by several prominent 
Freethinkers who are unanimous in approving the 
novel plan of this circular. But, dear friends, to 
print this circular will require money, and we hay 
not the wherewithal in our treasury. 

We had hoped ere this to announce the appoint- 
ment of a field secretary. But we hav been hindered 
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by the lack of agreement in the board upon the 
proper person to appoint; and at this present writ- 
ing, it seems as though we shall hav to dispense 
with such appointee for this year. The gentleman 
recommended at the Portsmouth congress it has not 
seemed, fo the majority of the board, advisable to 
appoint, for several reasons, principally because of 
his avowed opposition to the constitution of the soci- 
ety; while another gentleman, selected by the major- 
ity of the board, has been objected to by two of the 
directors, not from personal reasons, as he stands in 
the front ranks of able Freethought speakers, but 
from questions of policy, and also because of their 
preference for the person suggested at the Ports- 
mouth congress. In the management of our society, 
peace and harmony must always be the first consid- 
eration; and the majority of the board will probably 
agrae to yield to the objections of the minority so far 
as to table the question of a field secretary indefi- 
nitly. Upon the other questions of management we 
are so far united; and it is to be hoped that, even if 
we cannot hav a field secretary at present, we may 
make a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull all together 
for that circulation of missionary pamphlets which 
stands second only to field work in its importance. 

The question now before us is, Shall we carry out 
the plan of work outlined above to a successful issue, 
or shall we potter along on 8 two-penny plan as we 
hav done in the past, merely raising enough to just 
keep the thing alive, but hardly kicking ? 

Already the correspondence alone is growing be- 
yond the ability of the secretary to deal with as she 
should. The time is not far distant when she is 
likely to need a clerical assistant in order to do it 
justice, and keep her end up. For the present, how- 
ever, she is doing her best as the solitary corre- 
spondent for the widespread interest of our society. 

The pledges to the $5,000 Guarantee Fund come 
in slowly—more slowly than they should. Up to 
date, the amount pledged is $630. O! this, $73 has 
been prepaid. It is easy to see that something must 
be done by Liberals throughout the country, if they 
would make the American Secular Union a success 
for this coming year. We need at least $3 000 for 
this year; and we need it soon, if we are to carry on 
the work as outlined above. 

My Liberal friend, you who are reading this ap- 
peal, let us hav some practical evidence of your sym- 
pathy with the cause of freedom of thought. Help 
the Ámerican Secular Union and you help every 
other agency of Fresthought in which you are in- 
terested. For we welcome all Liberals, no matter 
what their beliefs, to our platform, provided they 
work for the Nine Demands. 

Shall the American Seoular Union fail, or shall it 
succeed? Upon everyone who reads this question, 
falls a share of the responsibility for either ita ulti- 
mate failure or its ultimate success. Which will you 
individually help it to be? 

Iva O. Ozappoox, Corr. Sec. A. S. U. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Jan. 3, 1891. 
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President Westbrook’s Reply to Vice-President 
Foote’s Open Letter. 


Drar Sin: It is true that at a recent meeting of 
the board (all the members being present) the sub- 
ject of the appointment of a person who had been 
nominated at the recent Portsmouth congress as a 
field secretary did come up, and after discussion the 
motion to appoint was respectfully laid on the table, 
the members standing five to two. It can be called 
up at any time. 

Yes, I do remember the meeting of the board held 
a little more than a year ago in New York. I re- 
member the position taken by Mr. Remsburg, and I 
hav less faith in it now than I had then. I do not 
believe that the few public lecturers in the field are 
made of such narrow and mean atuff as to be 
* jealous " because one or more field secretaries hav 
been appointed by & great national society to advance 
its great work. I do not believe that one of them is 
as foolish and wicked as Messrs. Foote and Reme- 
burg seem to think they are. They (the accusers) 
may hav to confront these lecturers on this grave 
charge. Most of them are on the Pacific slope ; and 
lecturers might be appointed for twenty or thirty 
states where there are no lecturers, and yet never 
come within two or three thousand miles of those 
now in the field. 

Moreover, if the person nominated at the congress 
had been appointed at the recent meeting of our 
board, as two directora desired, would not the public 
lecturers all hav been “jealous” of him? Would 
they not, by Dr. Footes reasoning, hav proceeded 
at once to take revenge on the American Secular 
Union ? : 

Then, if the board should “subsidize” one or 
more lecturers already in the field, would not all the 
others not so * subsidized " be “jealous,” and bring 
back the dynamite days? Did not the American 
Secular Union make an effort to “subsidize” the 
lecturers by giving to each who would accept it a 
large printed commission to lecture and collect 
money for the society, allowing them, I think, fifty 


per cent commission? This was continued up to 
the Philadelphia congress, in 1889; but if they ever 
collected and paid over a dollar, it has never come to 
my knowledge, by record or otherwise. I believe 
that the plan was a prodigious failure; and yet Dr. 
Foote desires us to try it again! Allow me here to 
say that I do not like the word subsidiza” as used 
by Dr. Foote. It does mean what Webster says; 
but, in these modern, degenerate times, the wsus 
loquendi makes it mean a bribe ; and the great major- 
ity-of “ operators,” and “ promoters,” so understand it. 
I do not believe that our lecturers desire a bribe. 
They do not desire any such dickering as has been 
proposed. If I do not mistake, they hate the word 
** subsidy.” 

The pian of Dr. Foote for electing field secretaries 
by the votes of subscribers seems to me so imprac- 
ticable that I can hardly reply with becoming self. 
respect. It seems to amount to this: If a man con- 
tributes $1, let him cast one vote as to whom he 
desires for field secretary ; and if he givs $5, let him 
cast five votes—all for one man, or divided among 
five men. This seems to me to be “ballot reform” 
with a vengeance. Besides making the American 
Secular Union a moneyed ‘aristocracy, it would pave 
the way for endless bribery and corruption. Let us 
see, too, how it might work. Some man who is anx- 
ious to be a field secretary induces his friends to 
subscribe $5, $50, or $100, and this secures him as 
many votes. Another man, fully as worthy, does 
not dragoon his friends to giv money that shall 
count for votes, and so is not appointed. Moreover, 
the board would be bound to incidentally consider 
the intelligence and qualifications of the voters, and 
would be also sacredly bound to scrutinize the char- 
acter and qualifications of the person voted for. Is 
he intelligent, and has he presence and address? 
Has he sufficient talent and learning to ereditably 
represent the society? Does he accept the constitu- - 
tion and general principles and policy cf the Amer- 
icon Secular Union, and will he work harmoniously : 
with the executiv officers and the board, and not 
breed discord and dissension? Has he discretion 
and self-control? Above all, is he a man of good 
moral character, pure and chaste, and a man whom 
we can safely send into our families ? 

Then, Dr. Foote seems to forget that we hava 
constitution and a board cf directors, the latter reg- 
ularly elected, and that the powers of the board are 
not to be assumed by individual contributors. These 
contributors voted, or had a right to vote, for the 
officers and members of the board, and they must 
trust the board and abide by their decision, assum- 
ing that the board hav a better opportunity to judge 
what should be done, than a few scattered individual 
contributors can possibly hav. The government of 
the American Secular Union is strictly a delegated 
government. While it should always respect indi- 
vidual contributors, it should not be influenced by 
them against its own judgment, and this is the gen- 
eral understanding of our contributors. 


In conclusion, let me say that, so far as I know, 
the board is disposed to consider the recommenda- 
tion, so summarily passed without debate at the re- 
cent congress, and they may feel bound to accept 
that recommendation ; but if they do not, they will, 
doubtless, giv the next congress good reasons for 
their declinature. The board are considering the 
question of appointing as general field secretary one 
of the foremost of our Liberal lecturers, a distin- 
guished orator and scholar, an able debater, and one 
who can well represent the American Sécular Union 
anywhere. Such a gentleman is very much needed. 
We hav frequent calls for such lectures, and can find 
constant work for sucha man. We shall move slowly 
and cautiously. We believe that there is no difficulty 
about money matters; and I solemnly protest against 
anticipating and embarrassing the action of the 
board by an appeal to the newspapers. I consider 
the Open Letter of Dr. Foote as very injudicious 
and untimely, and quite unexpected from one gen- 
erally so fair. The voice is Jacob's voice, but the 
hands. are the hands of Esau” (Gen. xxvii, 22). 
There seems to be a very huge cat in the meal-tub; 
but it is not worth while to set fire to the house to 
show the cat. I presume the board will act accord- 
ing to their best’ judgment, and with self-respecting 
firmness. R. B. Wesrsrooz, Pres. A. S. U. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Jan. 5, 1891. 
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The California State Convention. 


The California State Liberal Union will hold its annual 
convention at San Francisco, on Thursday, Jan. 29, 1891, 
beginning at 10 o'clock in the morning with a business meet- 
ing and an opening address by Samue! P. Putnam, presi- 
dent, on The Dangers Ahead." Particular attention will 
be paid to the Sabbath legislation now threatened in thís 
state and in Congress. In the afternoon and evening ad. 
dresses will be made by the best speakers, and the conven- 
tion will close with a musical and sociable festival in honor 
of Thomas Paine's birthday. 

Liberals from all parts of the state are invited and ex- 
pected to be present at this reunion; and the coóperation of 
those of other states is desired. ] 

BaAuuEL P. Pornam, President. 

Emit S. Lemme, Secretary. 
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Jesus and His Apostles—When Did They Liv? | 


A reader of Tus Tavra Szexer wants to know how 
* Antichrist” knows that Paul was preaching sixty- 
two years before the Christian era. 

The facts hav been presented in Taz TRUTR SEEKER 
many times during the last dozen years. 

In April, 1878, we found and translated an old He- 
brew document. Our translation was printed in 
Tur Trura Szexer, and republished in a pamphlet 
by Mr. Bennett with the following title: 


Sepher Toldoth Jeschu: Book of the Generation of 
Jesus. First English translation of the ancient Jewish story 
of Jesus, who was born at Bethlehem about the year 106 
B. O., being the son of a betrothed maiden named Miriam 
(Mary), by Joseph Pandera. By the power of a charm 
stolen from the holy of holies, he cured lepers, raised the 
dead, and wrought other miracles. Wherefore he was ar- 
rested by the elders of Jerusalem, scourged, crowned with 
thorns, and by order of the Sanhedrin stoned to death and 
hanged on the day before the Passover and the Sabbath, in 
the reign of Queen Alexandra, about the year 75 B. o. 

Death of Simon Kepha on a tower in the city of the Naz- 
arenes about 89 s.c. How and why the Romans changed 
** Kepha ” to ‘ Petros.” 

Startling evidence that Paul flourished before the middle 
or ius first century B.0., contemporary with the aforesaid 

epha. . i 


It was also republished in “ Revelations of Anti- 
christ,” with full notes, in 1879. And in 1887 it re- 
appeared in a pamphlet in England entitled, The 
Jewish Life of Christ,” with notes by G. W. Foote 
and J. M. Wheeler. 

The suspicion that Paul flourished a century be- 
fore the time assigned to him in the book of Acts 
was never, we believe, entertained by anyone but 
ourself; nor did we even dream of it until we found 
in that Hebrew document a Simon Kepha dying on 
a lower about 39 sc. Then we turned to Paul's 
epistles to see if we could there discover any clue to 
dates, when lo! we found in 2 Cor. xi, 32, this: 


In Dàmascus the governor under Aretas the king kept the 
city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desirous to appre- 
hend me. 


Now, we know, from Josephus and other sources, 
that Aretas, king of Arabia Petres, held Damascus 
for many years prior to 63 s.o., when all Syria, Da- 
maseus included, became a part of the Roman em- 
pire. And though there were later kings of Arabia 
Petrea named Aretas—one even as late as a.D. 37, 
who fought and defeated his son-in-law Herod, te- 
trarch of Galilee and Perea—yet it does not appear 
that the last-named Aretas ever acquired any part of 
the Roman territory. Nor indeed was it possible for 
such a petty king to hav marched an army two hun- 
dred and fifty miles and taken the strong city of Da- 
. mascus out of the hands of the Romans. ` 

For farther informstion on this subject read the 
appendix to “ Antichrist,” pages 357—421. 

But since the publication of that book we hav 
written a “ Life of Peter and of Paul.” The “Life 
of Simon Kepha” (falsely called Peter) was printed 
in a series of articles written for the Boston Z»vesti- 
gator, in 1880-1, and the Life of Paul” in a series 
written for Tax Truru SRERKRR in 1882-4. These we 
hoped to embody in vol. ii of “Antichrist,” but as 
our first book has not yet paid expense of publi- 
ostion we are loth to sink several hundred dollars 
in another volume. 

We hav been unable to discover a single fact in- 
compatible with the existence of Jesus and his 
chief disciples a hundred years before tbe time 
assigned to them in the gospels and book of Acts. 
The historical characters mentioned in the book 

of Acts, and known to hav lived in the first half 
of the first century, are: Judas of Galilee; Annas, 
Oaiaphas, and Ananias, high priests; Gamaliel, law- 
yer; Theudas, rebel; Herod Agrippa I.; Herod 
Agrippa IL; Claudius Cæsar, emperor ; Pilate, Felix, 
and Festus, governors of Judea; Drusilla and Ber- 
nice, sisters of Agrippa IT. 

There is not a scintilla of historical evidence to 
connect a single one of these persons with Paul or 
with any apostle or contemporary disciple of Jesus, 
the adored messiah, much less with Jesus himself. 
But on the other hand we claim to hav discovered 
with more or less certainty in the works of Jose- 
phus traces of the following persons named in the 
book of Acts, all of whom lived and most of whom 
died before the Christian era: 

Paul (Pollio the Pharisee); Manaen of Acts xiii, 
1, Vulgate Manahen (Manahem the Essene); Ste- 
phen (Onias the martyr, s.c. 66); Herod (the Great), 
friend of Pollio and Manakem; Bernice, his niece; 
Agrippa (M. V.), chief minister of Augustus Cesar; 
Gamaliel (Hillel?), preceptor of Paul; Sopater or 
Sosipater, embassador of high priest Hyrcanus ; 
Silas (Silvanus), pretor of Ephesus; Tyrannus of 
Ephesus; Secundus of Thessalonica (Jueundus ?); 
Tertullus the orator (Nicolaus of Damascus); Au- 
gustus Cæsar, Roman emperor, B o. 31 to a.D. 14. 

Who but the first emperor was ever designated 
as Augustus Cæsar? See Acts xxv, 21, 25, 26, and 
xxvii, 1. Compare Greek and Syriac. : 

There are also two probable identifications of 
persons named in the fourth gospel, to wit: Malchus 
(Malichus), an attaché of the high priest Hyrcanus, 


B. o. 79-40; and Nicodemus a minister of King Aris. 
tobulus, B.o. 64. 

The nucleus of all the gospel stories antedates 
the Christian era. But the text has been corrupted 
and enlarged so as to describe a mythical Jesus 
crucified under Pontius Pilate. AÁNTIOHBIST. 
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perfect, an Unknowable. Mr. Wakeman’s philoso- 
phy as regards the cosmos is idealistic pantheism, 
but this, as demonstrated by the science of psychol- 
ogy, is unscientific. 

Mr. Wakeman in reply said: The explanation as 


given by Dr. Janes is but the old theological solu- 


tion modified, for to assume an outside cause, what 


is that but to say that what we perceive through our 
senses is a mere show, that the reality lies outside 
our power of conception? A philosophy which re- 
fuses to bridge the chasm between man and his en- 
vironments, near and remote—between the subjectiv 
and the objectiv—is a failure. Spencer fails todo . 
this in his Synthetic Philosophy, which leaves room 
for spooks and ghosts, and is therefore unscientific. 
Science does not recognize any great Unknowable.” 
It deals in facts; and for this very reason its office 
has been to reverse almost every conception keld by 
past ages. I need only remind you of the changes 
wrought by it in the fields of astronomy, physios, 
chemistry, biology. We hav accepted all its conelu- 
sions in these branches, but when modern psychol- 
ogy said there was nothing unknowable, nothing su- 
pernatural, in and about man himself, the majority 
rose up and exclaimed, "We hav a spook in our 
head ; we are veritable spooks.” It does not eur- 
prise me. On acientific questions fools are and hav 
always been in the majority. Laws of nature are 
but the equivalences and correlativs of changes in 
matter. Mind is a collectivity of changes in maiter. 
It is the outcome of the ego and the impingements of 
the external world; the strain we are subjected to 
when these come into contact, causes what we call 
consciousness. It is well enough to assert the exist- 
ence of a spook, but so long as such a being, inde- 
pendent of physical causes, has not been produced, so 
long we cannot recognize the assertions of its exist- 
ence. 

I know that to many minds there is comfort in the 
idea of immortality, but I tell you there is no wis- 
dom except in truth, and as Goethe says, Better 
bitter truth than blessed error, for truth always heals 
the wounds that error inflicts.” 


The Banner Paper. 


For nearly ten years Tue Trura Szexer has been 
formost of all papers in America, secular or religioue, 
in carrying aloft the banner of spelling reform. 
Many other journals hav given cocasional blasts on 
their bugles, indicativ of cheer and good will toward 
the movement; but Tur Truru Szzxer has quietly, 
yet persistently, presented “ hav, giv, liv,” and numer- 
ous other words which commonly terminate in use- 
less e's, shorn of that appendage ; and “activ, promis, 
definit," etc., are now recognized as familiar and law- 
ful spellings by its thousands of readers. When 
these shorter spellings become prevalent, as they as- 
suredly will within a few years, it will be vain for 
any periodical to try to steal this honor from TRA 
TRUTH SEEKER. 

There is promis, however, that the old “invinci- 
ble” will soon hav a goodly band of followers. On 
the introduction of the Lawler resolution for short 
spellings into the House of Representative last Jan- 
uary, great activity began among the spelling re- 
formers. Numerous petitions for its passage were 
circulated, signed, and sent to members of Congress. 
The resolution was referred to the committee on 
printing, and the commissioner of education, Hon. W. 
T. Harris, with several prominent professors of col- 
leges, appeared before it, and presented reasons for 
the resolution being favorably reported. The tariff 
and other bills, however, so absorbed the attention 
of the House, that the resolution for short spellings 
was not brought up; but Mr. Lawler intends to get 
a hearing during the present session. 

One result of the agitation has been that many 
prominent journals and numerous smaller papers 


hav given space to articles and notices upon the sub- 
ject of spelling reform, and it was brought promi- 
nently before the National Editorial Convention at 
Boston last June. Without waiting for the author- 
ity of dictionaries, conventions, or Congress, several 
independent papers hav lately appeared with the 
short spellings. Intelligence, a school journal of 
Chicago, and the Leader, a free lance paper, pub- 
lished at Wichita, Kan., are examples. f 

An association of activ workers named the Leag 
for Short Spellings—L. S. S.—has lately been 
formed. The members promis to spell “hav, giv, 
liv,” and use such other short spellings as commend 
themselvs to their judgment, whenever practicable. 
Also to aid the movement by circulating tracts, and 
otherwise presenting the claims of the reform, and 
especially by having articles in its favor inserted in 
their local newspapers. The headquarters of the 
Leag for Short Spellings is 24 Olinton place, New 
York. All persone are invited to send their names 
as members, or to inclose stamp for information. 

í Erza B. Burnz. 
— — . —— — — —— 


At the Brooklyn Philosophieal Assoeiation. 


The large room of the Philosophical Association 
was filled to overflowing on Sunday, the 4th, to 
listen to a debate between Dr. L. G. Janes and one 
of the vice-presidents of the American Secular Union, 
Mr. T. B. Wakeman. The subject was Mr. Wake- 
man’s philosophy. Before the debate began a lady 
treated the audience to very fine music on the piano, 
after which the presiding officer, Mr. O. Monholland, 
introduced Dr. Janes. 

Dr. Janes, who used manuscript, began his address 
‘by complimenting Mr. Wakeman and by giving 
reasons for the debate. This being done, he turned 
his attention to the subject proper, which presented 
itself under the aspect of the origin, nature, and 
manifestations of mind, and said in substance as 
follows. 

There can be but one science of psychology, and 
to this, which is bounded on one side by Spiritual- 
ism, on the other by the still lower Materialism, we 
hav to look for information as to mental phenomena 
at large. According to Mr. Wakeman, the universe 
is as we perceive it, and there is in it no room for 
supernatural beings of any kind; there is nothing 
besides reality—no God, ghost, or spook. This will 
no doubt to the minds of many appear as. simple 
Materialism, yet it is not. Mr. Wakeman is not s 
Materialist ; he is a Positivistic Monist. That is to 
say, he has from the pantheism of Goethe, the 
Positivism of Comte, and the monism of Hzckel, con- 
structed a new philosophy. 

The relativity of our knowledge has been admit- 
ted both by Spencer and by Haeckel, and it follows 


that we as finite beings can conceive of the finite 
only—an infinit being is required to conceive 
And while we, the followers of 
Spencer’s philosophy, do not admit anything super- 
natural, we can but, as a result of the limitedness of 
our sense perception, recognize the fact that beyond 
the visible universe ig another, a greater and more 


of the infinit. 


Immortality is a 


terrible curse when you cannot control the condi- 
tions. 
of the race, let us hav. 
of the universe. 
happiness the Holy Ghost. 
tion, our energies, to this visible, real world; let us 
rise to this our duty, for this duty is the mother of 
happiness. 


No, not immortality for man, the immortality 
The human race is the flower 
Human progress is Obrist, buman 
Let us direct our atten- 


— —.—k —öeñç. 
Lectures and Meetings. 
W. S. BELL wil come East in the spring, and is now 


making engagements to lecture on his way here. His ad- 
dress is Box 109, Oakland, Cal. 


W. F. Ja{mirson gave two lectures in Chicago for the Bec- 


ular Union before good audiences on both occasions. He is 
under engagement to deliver lectures in Woodbury county, 
Ia. Address all inquiries for lectures to Des Moines, Ia. 


Miss Apa CAMPBELL is fortunately making a good recovery 


from her severe cold contracted in her December tour, and 
will renew her lecture engagements at once, beginning Fri- 
day, January 9th, at the Manhattan Liberal Club, 220 E. . 
15th street, New York, on Heredity.” 


On Sunday afternoon, January 11th, at 3 o’clock, Miss 


Ida C. Craddock, corresponding secretary of the American 
Secular Union, will lecture on, ‘‘ How to Make Freethinkers 


of the Young," before the Newark Liberal League, 177 
Halsey 8treet, corner of Market, Newark, N. J. 
— — . — — — 


Brotherhood of Moralists. 


Report of the Propaganda Committee of the Brotherhood of Moral- 
ists, at Hannibal, Mo., ror December, 1890. 
SEORETARY’S REPORT. 


During the month twenty-nine membership certificates 
were issued, making the whole number enrolled 1,267. The 
new members are from Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas, Texas, 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and England. Brother John R. 
Fleming, of American Falls, Idaho, enlisted fifteen new mem- 
bers this month. If half our members will make an effort 
our number can be doubled during the coming year. 

F. H. Rav, Sec. 
TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Balance from last report. 
Received. from Wm. B. Young, Kansas 

$t J. R. Fleming, Idaho.... 
G. D. Dadisman, Virginia. 


ee 


Mailing constitutions .. . . . . . . . . . : 
Boston Investigator .. . 
Ironclad Age... ————————— 1 30 
680 J 6 80 
Balance. . . .. . . . . . $66 65 


Hannibal, Mo. A. R. AxzES, Treasurer. 


A OARD OF THANKS. 

Every member of the Brotherhood of Moralists should 
appreciate any favor shown to the propaganda committee, 
hence it givs me pleasure to make public acknowledgment 
of our obligation to the New York TRUTH SEER ER, Boston 
Investigator, Ironclad. Age, of Indianapolis, Ind., Secular 
Thought, of Toronto, Ont., and Freethought, of San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., for the gratuitous publication of our monthly 
reports, and also for occasional favorable notices of our 


order. 
A. R. AYREB, 
F. H. Rau, 


i Committee, 
Ww. Garts. 
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Communications. 


"Tho Relations of the Sexes in the 
Reason. ; 


Tar Trurs Szrxer's review of Helen H. Gardener's 
* book calls up some very important, even fundamen- 
tal, questions. We are, plainly, entering upon the 
Age of Reason. What are to be the principles upon 
which society is to act in it? The remains of the 
customs of primeval man that survive among us are 
numerous, but known as such by few. Rationalists 
know and recognize many among religious rites that 
those blinded by superstition do not see. But 
among the so-called Freethinkers, how many hav 
turned their eyes inward and discovered primeval 
eustoms that we hav taken no special stand for root- 
ing up? We hav the high authority of Spencer for 
believing that there co-existed among primeval so- 
cieties at least three forms of marriage or relations 
between the sexes; to wit, promiscuity, polygamy, 
and polyandry, and possibly also monogamy. But 
how many recognize the fact that we hav not yet 
grown out of that stage? At a rough guess one 
might be safe in saying that seventy-five per cent of 
the men are polygamous or promiscuous, fifteen per 
cent of the women promiscuous, and ten per cent 
polyandrous. It is not open and avowed as in pri- 
meval societies, but it exists. The important ques- 
tion is, What will be society’s attitude toward these 
relations when the Age of Reason shall hav been 
fully ushered in? 

Evolution is & progress from the homogeneous to 
the heterogeneous. Hence, to go from promiscuity 

. to monogamy, is to traverse the whole circle of evo- 
lution in that department of life. . 

We know now that & particle of matter, scarcely 
visible to the unarmed eye, may grow in the human 
body, when once introduced, till it destroys the nor- 
mal tissues, or so changes them that the man is a 
raving maniac. Another, of another kind, grows till 
it is a being of the same kind as its parent. The al- 
most infinit divisibility of a grain of musk shows, 
too, the potency of infinitesimal particles of matter. 
Is it safe to deny that, in marriage, whether monog- 
amous, polygamous, polyandrous, or promiscuous, 
the parties to it bacome and remain physically and 
materially a part and parcel of each other? Let 
each one reflect on the particulars himself or herself; 
for whilst it would not be improper to go into par- 
ticulars here, it might exclude the paper from the 
mails. Bat it will go to prove that, in promiscuous 
relations, the tendency is to turn our bodies back to 
homogeneity, much as the various substances on land 
are washed into the sea and mixed into homogeneity. 

It seems undeniable that mental growth proceeds 
best among the monogamously related. Brain devel- 
opment, as shown by Galton, is slightly antagonistic 
to fecundity. Carried to a destructiv extreme as in 
Newton’s case, mental growth, or brain power, de- 
stroys generativ force. The same is true of muscu- 
lar growth. I took lessons all one winter in “the 
manly art of self-defense,” and my master’s trainers 
told me that when they put him in training for a 
prize-fight, the first step was to take him away from 
his wife. Each person has just so much energy. It 

may be exerted in one direction to excess, but it will 
not be there to exert in another. 

The races of northern Earope hav given us Res- 
son, and were the first to evolve out of superstition. 
Their religions were rations! as compared with the 
mythical religions of the races that surround the 
Mediterranean. So, too, their relations hav been 
more nearly monogamous than in the southern and 
oriental races. ; 

The conclusions seem to me to be inevitable that, 
if the race is to gain in cerebral power, it must come 

to strictly monogamous relations. There is a world 
of history in the word Ze in high German, that 
means marriage now, and is akin to the Greek word 
con, the root meaning being “forever.” 

. Suppose we take for granted that liberty should 
govern in this matter; thet the monogamously in- 
clined follow cut their wishes, the polygamous hav ag 
many wives as they can get, the polyandrous woman 
be no longer required to enjoy secretly the society of 
all but one of her husbands, and the promiscuous 
wives of the public be accorded protection and recog- 
nition instead of being, as now, outlawed. If evolu- 
tion is to act in the future as in the past, must not 
the principle slowly, and in a long time, put the 
monogamous ahead of all the others in brain and 
muscle power? If monogamy is and leads to differ- 
entiation and heterogeneity, and if promiscuity is 
the back track toward homogeneity, is there any 
doube of what line of conduct Rstionalists should lay 
out ? i 

The fathers hav eaten sour grapes, and the chil- 
dren’s teeth are set on edge. Boys and girls inherit 
the passions of their parents. But if the cerebral 
caliber of the race is to increase, it seems that tha 
wasta must not go on in another direct on. It is my 
amboitiop fo write anmo day a large book on “ The 
R tions! Condast of Ly f+" Ia it I should icdieate 
that the force or energy of young people must be 


Age of 


governed and directed. A man said to me once, 


“Look at this community of virtuous farmers; they 


plow and delve from sun to sun and get so damned 


tired that they sleep solidly the night through and 
there is no time nor energy left to be expended in 
vices.” Certain it is that boys can ba made to so 
aspire to round and baautiful muscles covered with 
pink and ruddy ekin that they will prefer chastity 
that aids it rather than promiscuity that works 
against it. : 

I do not believe that segregation of the sexes will 
aid this end; rather a frank mingling, all baving been 
informed on tbe ends, sims, and purposes of nature, 
so to spesk, and striving toward the rational life 
from thorovgh knowledge. l 

From our earliest and best sources of information 
we learn that the fair, northern races of Europe were 
chaste in youth and mainly monogamous in marriage. 
Out of them has come all that is highest and best in 
the world of society. 

The first step of à woman into promiscuity often 
seems 8 rise rather than a fall. 
servant, & cook, chambermaid, or scrub-girl. The 
words of sympathy that come to her are few indeed. 
So much easier is she led sway by the counterfeits 
when they reach her cars. The consequences seem 
at first an improvement, for she wears silks and 
jewels and associates with gentlemen and receives 
admiring glances. She seems to hav risen instead 
of to hav fallen. Yet most of them perish as miser- 
able, diseased drunkarde. 

In a littie French song a mother looks at her 
baby’s band and says, “I wonder if these little coral 
tapering fingers will one day be horny hands 
wielding a hammer to bresk stones on the highway.” 
The victims of promiscuity had their babyhood, 
when their fingers were coral and tapering, the 
blood in their veins pure as the water that falls 
from the clouds, and their breath as sweet as new 
milk. These women might in many a case hav run 
those fingers through the hair of a stanch, true hus- 


band or wound their lithe arms sround his neck| 


whilst speaking words of love and comfort. But 
they hav come to poison the race and to poison the 
air with foul odors of alcohol and tobacco and foul 
words. 

It is a fact that promiscuity degrades women 
worse than it does men. Once therein women often 
lose whatever moral sense they ever had, but some 
of the most honorable men in all business relations 
are notorious promiscuists. 

The question before Rationalists is whether in the 
Age of Reason men shall still demand the vast sacri- 
fice of womanhood that is now demanded. Or shall 
we grow into monogamy in the true sense of the 
word, growing at the same time into beauty of form 
and strength of muscle such as was possessed by 
those virtuous barbarians who with large, muscular, 
and gleaming bodies, long, waving blonde hair, and 
“fiercely blue eyes,” rushed naked upon the famous 
legions of Varus and made Herrmann’s battlefield 
the wonder of all ages ? 

In the way of reforming proiniseuists much cannot 
be expected. The vast mass of them will not change. 
But wherever one does, whether man or woman, he 
or she should be encouraged and put as on his or 
ber original footing. The power of superstition is 
shown no more in any one thing than in that men 
will marry widows who will not marry girls who hav 
taken but one false step. 

I hav not read Miss Gardener’s novel, a busy life 
not yet permitting it, and hav to content myself with 
reading the review of it. But clearly it seems to me 
she puts before us men the question, Gentlemen, let 
us in the light of Reason look coolly and judiciously 
on the women sacrificed to promiscuity and ask our- 
selvs if in. the Age of Reason it is to be the same. 
Shall passion devour forever? Or shall the excess 
of its force be turned into useful channels, and Jus- 
tice and Humanity rule, in the Age of Rsason ? 

Gxonaez-Wirsox. 

Lexington, Mo., Dac. 23, 1890. 

— 9$ — — 
‘Talmage. 


Mr. Talmage, the preacher, is delivering, as every- 
body is supposed to know, a course of sermons or 
addresses on his recent visit to the Holy Land. I 
went to hear him last Sunday morning. His fame 
and popularity as an orthodox divine led me to 
expect something out of the ordinary routine of 
church service. 
This may sound paradoxical but it is true all the 
same. I was disappointed in the matter of the ser- 


mon and in the manner of the man, and interested. 
to know how the flabby self-conesits of the divine 
could satisfy the intellectual and moral requirements. 


of such a vast audience. 

Talmage has enormous imagination. “He sees a 
little, presumes a great deal, and jumps to a conclu- 
sion.” He describes a thing fairly well, but he is 
elequent when he is describing something which 
neither he nor anyone else has seen. He has a good 
me uorv for names, dates, and placas, but be cannot 
remember the eom panenf parts ef hia discourse. It 


She is perhaps a. 


I was disappointed but interested.. 


tial jumble of phrases. His manner is like his 
creed—hard, cruel, and repuleiv. 
or two autobiographical. hints which led me to the 
conclusion that I was listening to the highest devel- — 


He gave us one 


oped Christian. 
He said, “When I was a young man at Mount 

Pleasant, one Sunday afternoon during my reading 

of Doddridge's Progress of the Soul’ a few scales 


fell from my eyes. When I had been in the ministry 


about a year and was reading to my people à passage 
from the Bible a few more fell, and last Sunday 
evening, whilst preparing for my New York sermon, 
I picked up a book lying on my library table on 
‘Consecration,’ more scales fell, and now I can ses 
God in all his glory.” 
Damascus was the theme of the discourse, but 
there was not much of- Damascus in it. 
It was a grand old city founded by the grandsons 
of Nosh. It had a street which was called straight; 
it was watered by two rivers and surrounded by 
opulent gardens. The population was composed cf 
thirty thousand Christians and one hundred and 
fifty thousand Mohammedans. This led up to a gen- 
eral denunciation of Mohammedanism. .He declared 
it to be “the greatest error which had cursed the 
world.” It had one or two redeeming features, how- 
ever. Firat. Everyone must wash before attending 
prayers; and as these were offered five times & day. 
the people were clean. Second. It was a religion cf 
sobriety. Third. The people were not ashamed of 
their religion. I understood these things in the nat. 
ure of contrasts, but I may be mistaken. ‘The po- 
lygamy practised by these people came in for well- 
deserved condemnation. ‘Any religion,” said the 
preacher, “ which lowers woman one thousendth part 
of an iach below the level of man is an acoicsed re- 
ligion and ought to be destroyed.” This was a truly 
manly utterance and I began to think that the 
thoughtful world had misunderstood Talmagian 
philosophy ; but when he referred to Saul on his way 
to Damascus and to Paul the apostle of Jesus Christ, 
I began mentally to examin the teaching of Paul 
concerning woman and to test it by the sta adard 
previously raised. D:d Paul lower the level of 
woman? I asked myself. The answer came, ‘he 
debased and degraded her.’ Then Paul preached 
an accursed religion. remembered reading that 
Paal wrote, “Man is the head of woman.” Man 
must not cover his head because it is the image and 


‘glory of God, but woman must cover her head. 


Also, ‘ Let woman be instructed in silence and. in 
all submission. I do not permit women to teach 
nor to hay authority over man, but I order her to 
keep silence.” I remembered also what Christ is re- 
ported to hav said about his mother, and I reme. 
bered, also, that at the second council of Macon held 
in the year 585 it was then decided that woman be- 
longed to humanity because the mother of Jesus 
was a WOMAD. 

I did not want to hear any more. Out of his own 
mouth the Brooklyn divine had been convicted of 
preaching and propagating an &coursed religion." 

: Henry Row ey. 
— —. —jiZ—ͤ —— —— 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


Since Miss Craddock at the Portsmouth congress 
advocated the adoption of the pansy as a Free- 
thought symbol, Belgium, Spain, and Sweden hav 
adopted it. i NM 

Indiciments for blasphemy are very common in 
Germany, Dr. Peuz,of Berlin, Mr. Aug. Kruhl, of 
Hirshberg, and Dr. Voelkel being the latest victims. 
The latter has at present five indictments against 
him—two in Berlin, one in Halle, one in Mühlhausen 
in Thüringen, and one in Bernburg. 


The Freethought society of North Stockholm, 
Sweden, has excluded Henry Berghell from its 
meetings. Captain Thomson writes thai the conduct 
of Berghell has been a serious obstacle in the way of 
the growth of Freethought in Sweden, and that it will 
prevent many from joining the society as soon as 
otherwise would be the case. Captain Thomson on 
behalf of the society asks us to say "Happy New 
Year” to the Swedish Freethinkers in America. 

During the last few months Freethought has suf- 
fered by the death of Louise Ackermann, the poetess ; 
Alphonse Karr, the novelist, and Louis Jacolliot, the 
traveler and author of The Bible in India.” These 
three individuals hav, each in his or her own line, ren- 
dered important services to Freethought by embody- 
ing its maxims in works read by the public at large. 
Though their existence has come to an end, their 
spirit liva yet in the works they hav produced and 
the influence they hav exercised, and they did not liv 
in vain. 


It is a well-attested historical fact that the Roman 
Catholic church bas an exellent digestiv apparatus 
for al kinds of worldly property, yet it is compara- 
tivly rare to find a priest stealing from hie church. 
Bit D mwenies Maggio, eanonieus of Catavia cathe- 


is & discaanected, abrupt, illogicn! and inovaseq tew, d uh has bseg sentenced to aise yearn imprisoxmeat 
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at hard labor for stealing two massiv gold mon- 


atrances bslonging to the church, valued at $125,000. 
Tas pious thief sold his booty and spent the money 
on the demi-monde of Naples. 


—— — — 


G. M. Boman's Funeral. 
From the Seattle, Wash., Post-Intettigencer. 


The funeral ceremonies of the late George M. Bo- 
man were held at the chamber of commerce yester- 
Gay afternoon, and were remarkable in many partic- 
ulars. They were marked by a total absence of what 
is popularly termed religion, and yet there was a 
solemnity about the proceedings fully equal to that 

“which characterizes a Christian ceremony. There 
were no prayers, no readings of scripture, no words 
of solemn warning and exhortation from a preacher, 
but the words of the speakers were marked by great 
elevation of thought, as they held up the good qual 
ities of the dead man as worthy of imitation. 

` * -The friends of the family and the pall-bearers went 
in carriages to Mr. Boman’s former residence at 
Fremont at 1 o'clock, and escorted the remains and 
Mr. Boman’s family to the chamber of commerce, 
where the body was placed in the reception room, 
. surrounded by a number of floral wreaths and other 
tributes. There about two hundred former friends 
of Mr. Boman had assembled, a majority of them be- 
ing fellow-members of the Washington Secular Union, 
of which he was a director and treasurer. All the 
rooms on the ground floor, as well as the entrance 
hall, were crowded. 

The oeremony opened with a solo. selected from 
several hymns and beautifully rendered by Miss 
Houghton. The funeral oration was then delivered 
by C. B. Reynolds, secretary of the Washington 
Secular Union, who spoke with much feeling, his 
voice often betraying deep emotion. He said: 


In the presence of death how beliefs and dogmas wither 
and decay. Character alone survives; goodness never dies ; 
love only is immortal. : 

As a fond mother, when the day is o'er, 
Leads by the hand her little child to bed, 
Half willing, half reluctant to be led, 
And leave his broken playthinga on the floor, 
Still gazing at them through the open door, ~ 
Nor wholly reassured and comforted 
By promises of others in their stead, : : 
Which though more splendid may not please him more, 
So nature deals with us, and takes away : 
Our playthings, one by one, and by the hand 

ends us to rest so gently that we go 

carce knowing if we wish to go or stay— 
Being too full of sleep to understand 
How far the unkuown tranacends 
The what we know. 


Daath is a wonderful equalizer. Saint or sinner, Infidel 
or Christian, death enters all homes. i 

We do not much wonder when our neighbor’s house is 
made desolate. But when death enters our own home we 
stand: appalled. Then, indeed, we realize we are all travel- 
erg on the same journey of life, and, oh! how much we need 
each other'8 love and sympathy. When the grim messenger 
lays hig remorseless hands upon our loved ones our hearts 
are saddened, numbed with grief, the tendrils of affection 
are ruthlessly torn asunder and our hearts bleed. In our 
weak humanity we moan and sob, and tears blind our eyes. 
It seems to us the sun of our life is darkened forever, the 

-sky of memory enshrouded in the dark pall of night, the 
gtars-of peace blotted from the firmament of our future. 

Yet.we know the whitest foam dances upon the darkest 
billows, and the stars shine brightest when surrounded by 
the blackest thunder-clouds. Joy and sorrow make up the 
lot of our natural existence. To day the clouds of doubt 
may skirt the horizon and obscure the meridian of our fond 
anticipations. Adverse winds may blow and the storms of 
misfortune rage. 

. But soon the angel of light and loveliness, Hope, will 

“twine the sweetest roses round our sorrow-bowed, aching 
heads, and dress up for us a bower of future happiness, fes- 
tooning it with the choicest of elysian flowers. The dark 
cell of despairing grief has always at least one tiny pinhole 
to let the glory of hope shine in. 

It ig wonderful to the mourner how the soul, at first sul- 
lenly repelling the light of gladness, admits the first one 
little ray of hope unconsciously, and is so soon beguiled 
into a blessed state of calm resignation to the inevitable. 

. .Jóy and sorrow are the beautiful forms of sympathy in 
which hope appears as a gracious angel hovering over the 
sorrowful of earth. i 

Death is the inevitable law of nature. Let us calmly re- 
alize it, and go forward in hope and perseverance, relying 

~on our own indomitable will and energy, and we shall find 
long, broad, beautiful pieces of comfort among the shreds 
strewn in life's pathway. Only let us be sure to gather them 
as we go; pass them not by, or we lose them forever. 

. There is no retracing our steps in the journey of life. We 
pass over the road but once. On! let us be careful, watch- 
‘ful, to do all the good we can, help others all we can, so that 
at the end of the journey our hearts shall not be burdened 
with regrets for opportunities neglected. . 

Life and death are essential conditions. On every Bide we 
gee life and death, organization and decomposition, forma- 
tion and decay, following each other as regularly as day an 

“night, spring, summer, autumn, and winter. But for errors 
of our education we should look calmly on death as a simple 
Condition of nature, neither to be feared, desired, or 

dreaded. NES : ; 

. When our loved ones die we weep and mourn. We do so 

' pity them. Yet is not much of our sorrow selfish? Not for 
those at peace, calmly sleeping, sweetly resting, their labor 
o’er, their work accomplished, need we weep. 

Our brother lived a most useful life, his work well and 
faithfully done. To-day he is at rest—sleeps the eternal 

. sleep of peace. Yet our hearts are sad. Tears fill our eyes; 


,we are bereaved. The dear companionship, the wise coun.’ 


bel, the true eympatbv. the ready help, his loving ministra- 
ions. are lost toua Bart for our dead, all is well with them. 
In the language of El za Cook: 


"Tia a long, tis a last, tis a beautiful rest. 
When all sorrow is passed from the brow and the breast 
Rae the lone spirit truly and wisely may crave 

ho deep thas 1g dreamloss, the Bleep of the grave, 


think for themselvs. 


d | of humanity shall ever cease to be. 
. noble is secure from the moldering touch of time, for no dis- 


Dead—resolved back into the elements from whence we 
came—we shall not utterly cease to exist, for we survive in 
the love and fond affection of those near and dear to us. 
We liv in the memory of those our lives hav benefited. If 
we hav done justly, loved mercy, sought to promote the 
welfare and heppiness of our fellow.creatures, we shall liv, 
our influence be felt and our memory cherished by those we 
hav by generous act, or utterance of ennobling thought, or 
brave example, cheered or inspired to nobler, happier, more 
useful lives. There is real peace and joy, true comfort, in 
the last hour of life, if we know that we hav done well and 
that the good accomplished will exert its influence for all 
time. No noble act, no generous impulse of the breast, has 
ever perished. : : 

Superstition has taught us to fear death. In health the 
thought of the grave to many is horrible. But when age or 
disease hav brought decrepitude, when there is naught but 
severe pain and suffering, then, oh, so weary, you long for 
rest, for peace, the end; for sleep—the calm, peaceful, 
eternal sleep of the grave that knows no awakening; trouble, 
pain, sorrow, ended forever. f 

We are assembled to do honor to the memory of a true, 
brave heart. His constant aim was to promote others’ hap- 
piness. In the cause of humanity, the advancement of 
universal mental liberty, the defense of the wronged, in 
behalf of the principles of right, our brother had the courage 
of a lion. For those who sorrowed or suffered -he had a 
heart as kind and sympathetic as that of the most gentle 
woman. i 

George M. Boman was born at Hutchinson’s Ferry, 
Hamilton county, near Chattanooga, Tenn., May 22, 1844. 
His relativs, all his friends, were devoted to the.cause of the 
South. His father, loyal to the Union, had, just before his 
death, exacted a promis from each of his boys that they: 
would never take up arms against the Union. All his rela- 
tive, on the outbreak of the Rebellion, sided with the South. 
His brothers joined the Confederate army and tried every 
means first to persuade, then to coerce. But his loyalty to 
his father, his respect for his plighted word, his sense of 
justice, his tender pity for the oppressed induced him to 
forsake home, fortune, kindred, friends, and enter the ranks 
of the Union army to do battle for justice and liberty. He 
enlisted February, 1862, in the Fourth Tennessee Infantry, 
was & brave and faithful soldier, and was honorably dis- 
charged June, 1865. : À 

He came to Washington October, 1875, without, friends or 
capital, save his own indomitable energy, industry, and 
integrity. Never afraid or ashamed of honest toil, he 
worked hard, practiced economy, invested his savings in 
real estate, and from the very smallest of judicious invest- 
ments, by his keen foresight, integrity, and liberality, he 
amassed a competence. Wealth only gave opportunity to 
gratify his benevolence. The wealthy respected; the poor 
dearly loved him. $4 

You all knew his life. The very worst that can be said of 
him is, he dared to think for himself and giv utterance to hig 
honest convictions. He worshiped at thé shrine of truth; 
his god was nature; his church all humanity ; his creed jus- 
tice— justice tempered with mercy; his motto, Put yourself 
in his place; his constant endeavor to make all around him 
happy. He read, studied, thought for himself. He rejoiced 
in the glorious freedom and ennobling truths of Liberalism, 
but scorned the empty professions of faith, the bigotry, the 
intolerance, and the fanaticism of the church. He had only 
contemptuous scorn for the false claims of divinity, but ‘the 
tenderest compassion, the most willing, liberal Help, for the 
needs of suffering humanity. 

He was an Infidel and had the courage to avow it. 

Infidel is a term of reproach applied to those who venture 
to step aside from the popular current of belief and dare to 
Our brother believed, and his life jùs- 
tified his belief, that a life of uprightness actuated by-a desire 
to do good to our fellow-creatures was sure of happy results. 
Dare any here deny that a life of love, mercy, and benevo- 
lence is the best possible preparation for any heaven of the 
future, if any such there be? Our brother believed it to he 
our duty to endeavor to lead the erring from vice to the prac- 
tice of virtue by loving admonitions and good example. He 
feared no truth, but accepted without hesitation whatever he 
proved was true and rejected only what he proved to be 
false. . : 

Then weep no more, dear Christian friends, because of. our 
brother’s:lack of faith in creeds, since you all well know he 
lived a life of loving deeds. = 

Let us endeavor, like him, to make secondary metaphysical 
disputations in regard to an ideal world beyond the clouds 
in which we may liv, and devote our best intelligence to 
practical questions pertaining to this present world in which 
we do now liv. Seek to improve mankind with love of 
right, love of truth, love to each other, and with & spirit of 
fidelity to duty. Learn what is right and do it. Realize 
our duty is here and now to do all we can to make all 
around us joyous and happy—to soothe the sorrows of the 
afflicted, and help the needy by affording them means of 
employment for the body and cultivation for the mind. Liv 
lives of love instead of making professions of faith. 

Practice justice and mercy in lieu of idle rites.and ceremo- 
nies. And above all, constantly ourselvs do all to help the 
needy, soothe the sorrowing, comfort the afflicted, instead of 
idly praying to a God to do it for us. . 

To the dear loved and loving wife, the remembrance of 
how his life has blessed hers, how each promoted the other's 
happiness, and the melancholy comfort that, as time passes, 
shall ever cheer, that her self-sacrificing devotion, her tender, 
careful nursing and loving ministrations alleviated his suf- 
ferings and soothed and comforted him through his weary 
sickness. He fell asleep, to sweet eternal rest, rejoicing in 
her love and dear affection. Men may come and men may 
go, flowers fade, hearts wither, generations go down into 
-the sepulcher of the ages, but none of the glorious attributes 
All that is good and 


interested deed, no generous impulse of the human heart, 
but shall survive the stars. i 

And in this assurance we bid our dear brother farewell, 
and proceed to consign him to the bosom of niother earth, 
in the hope that his good and useful life may lead honest 
hearts to earnest thoughts that shall umpire better, kindlier, 
more useful, happier lives. Let the virtue of our brother be 
held in sacred remembrance ag an impetus, an inspiration, 
to those who remain behind, go soon to follow after. 


|. Mrs. S. A. C. Rochester then sang in sweet tones, 
füll of expression, the song, “The Long. Long, 


Weary D iy." bos 

Judge Junius Rochester was then called:upon to 
speak, and, though hie grief at the loss of Lis best 
friond hardly allowed him to preserve his composure, 
he said a few appropriate. words, as follows: 


gone. 
little congolation for the feelings of those who loved him. 
To them I bring the sympathy of a wounded heart. 


Friends, a good man has fallen. George M. Boman is 


Words were a poor balm to the widowed heart and 


But to you, friends, you men of business, you who knew 


him in his daily walks of life as the honest, upright, success- 
ful business man, I would speak a word. From the life of 
George M. Boman there are many lessons to learn. To none, 
perhaps, except the widowed heart, was it given to know 
him so well as I knew him. He was my friend, faithful 
and just to me," as he was faithful and just to all with 
whom he came in contact. 
tions he dared to liv up to his pretensions. 
alas! can this be said. 


With the courage of his convic- 
Of how few, 


Friendship, love, and truth—these were his mottoes, these 


were his lite. Friendship, love, and truth—these three. 
But the greatest of these is love. 
true love is, in his devotion for his wife, included love for 
his friends and love for his country. Nor did it stop there, 
but love for all mankind, love for nature, love for the uni- 
verge. 
but for others. 
others. 
ness was his religion. 
aside our business cares and ordinary considerations: an 
learn these lessons, lessons which cannot be learned from 
books, but only from human life; learn that real happiness 
consists in seeing others happy and making others happy; 
that true friendship requires: As you would that men 
should do unto you do ye even so to them.” 
broad as the universe, is confined to no time and no place. 
A priceless gem, it is the heritage of all mankind, a treasure 
to be prize 

our hearts. 
of us a part. 


His love, founded, as all 


With this broad affection he lived not for himself, 
His highest pleasure was the happiness of 
Universal freedom was his hope; universal happi- 
It is well on occasions like this to lay 


Truth is as 


wherever found. Let us take these lessons to 
Let them enter in ourlives. Let them become 
Let us learn to € 


So liv that when our summons comes 

To join the innumerable caravan 

That journey to that mysterious realm 

Where each shall take his chamber | 

In the silent hails of death, : 

We go not like the quarry slave at night, 

Scourged to his dungeon, : 

But, sustained and soothed by an unfaltering trust, 
Approach our graves . 5 
Like one who wraps tbe drapery of his couch about him, 
And lies down to pleasant dreams. 


Those present then passed around the remains 


and looked their last on the dead man’s face, Mrs. 
Rochester playing low, soft music as they did so, the 
airs selected being such favorits as Home, Sweet 
Home,” and “ Far Away." 


The procession the» went to the Odd Fellows 


cemetery, where the Grand Army funeral service was 
read by S. F. Street, commander of Stevens post, 
of which Mr. Boman was a member :L. A. Treen, W. 
L. Ames, and M. M. Holmes, the department com- 
mander, saying the solemn words of commitment. 
The service was adapted for the funeral of a man of 
Mr. Boman’s Liberal views, but was not for that rea- 
son lacking in beauty. The symbols of the order— 
the laurel of the soldier and the white rose of purity 
—were laid on the casket and then the body was 
lowered to its last resting-place, which looks down 
on Lake Union and Fremont, the town which Mr. 
Boman, largely by his own efforts, saw grow out of 
the midst of a dense forest. 


The pall-bearers were E. F. Wittler, Andrew Jack- 


son, Perey W. Rochester, Judge Junius Rochester, 
C. F. Bauntge, Judge John P. Hoyt, and W. D. 
Wood. There were besides the following honorary 
pall-bearers: Chamber of Commerce: J. B. Metcalf 
and Griffith Davies; Masons: L. S. Rowe and 
Anderson; Grand Army: O. F. Treat and Lyman 
Wood; Washington Secular Union: R. S. Wilson 
and Richard Winsor. 
family who were present were his wife, his son Ralph, 
his wife’s father, John D. Selleck, and her brother, 
Edwin Selleck. . 


The members of Mr. Boman’s 


el es 


‘In the Night. 


Lying asleep between the sheets of night, 


I hear a sound arise beside my bed, 
Faint first, but swelling as I litt my head; 


And growing flercer till I strike a light. 
It issues from a mouth not made to bite 


Nor yet articulate, but small and red, ! 
With voice imperativ, which spoke and said 


I wist not what, save something to incite 
Me to & livelier motton, and I haste, 


Without fórmality of donning shoes 
Or coat or vest, or any other clothes, 


To warm a quart of milk, in toilet chaste, 


Which in a bottle quickly I infuse ` 
And thrust—THz saMEg—BENEATH THAT—IN- 
FANT’S NOSE!!! 
— George Macdonald in Freethought. 


————— A i ee 


Omuron taxation seems to be a subject arousing 
considerable attention of late in church circles. Two 
of the most influential religious journals, the Chris- 
tian Union and the Independent, hav lately de- 
clared in favor of the taxation of church property, 
just as other property is taxed, and last Monday 
the Baptist Preachers’ Association of Baltimore, 
after a discussion of the subject, voted in favor of it. 
The agitation in favor of such taxation has hereto- 
fore come as a rule from outside ecclesiastical circles. 
If now it is to be started within such circles, the 
movement will be, as Carlyle would say, “significant 
of much.” If it is to be successful, we should in- 
finitly prefer to see the initiativ come from the 
churches themselvs than from their enemies.— T'he 
Voice. 
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Hav the Mormons Abandoned Polygamy ? 


The fanatics of the Christian church, ostensibly 
in the interest of morality, but really in opposition 
to Mormonism as a religion, are asking for further 
anti-Mormon legislation. Whether or not it should 
be granted is considered at some length by the Sun 
of this city, which arrives at the conclusion that it 
should not, because “ civilization has conquered, and 
the last of avowedly polygamous marriages has al- 
ready occurred.” Its reasons for so thinking are 
worthy the attention of those Ohristian church- 
members who itch to persecute Mormonism as their 
ancestors persecuted other heretical sects; for if 
they make more laws against the Utah sect, let it be 
done boldly so that the world can see the true ani- 
mus of their acts. : 

Last year, as a result of the anti-Mormon legisla- 
tion, President Woodruff issued a manifesto in which 
he said : 

‘Inasmuch as laws hav been enacted by Congress forbid- 
ding plural marriages, which laws hav been pronounced 
constitutional by the court of last resort, I do hereby de- 
clare my intention to submit to those laws, and to use all 
my influence With the members of the church over which I 
preside to hay them do likewise. There is nothing-in my 
teachings to the church or in those of my associates, during 
the time specified, which can reasonably be construed to 
inculcate or encourage polygamy, and when any elder of the 
church has used language which appeared to convey such 
‘teaching he has been promptly reproved ; and I now pub- 
licly declare that my advice to the Latter Day Saints is to 
refrain from contracting any marriage forbidden by the laws 
of the land.” 

At a semi-annual conference of the Mormon 
church this manifesto was unanimously indorsed as 
binding. Governor Thomas declared that this ac- 
tion of the Mormons had * the force of a new reve- 
lation,” and that polygamy “has been buried never 
to be resurrected.” Judge Zane publicly announced 
that he held the manifesto of President Woodruff 
and its ratification by the conference to be authori- 
tativ, and that “Mormons must hereafter regard 
plural or polygamous marriages as a violation of the 
creed and doctrins of the church.” He admitted 
a Mormon to citizenship, and declared that member- 
ship of the Mormon church should not heneeforth be 
a bar to naturalization. 

The only ground upon which new legislation can 
be asked is that the Mormons were not sincere in 


their abandonment of polygamy, and this position 
the Sun shows cannot be maintained. It points out 
that even though fanaticism demanded & new revela- 
tion to supersede the old, it has the equivalent of one 
already in the “revelation” of Joseph Smith made in 
1841, of which the forty-ninth paragraph reads: 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, that when I giv a com- 
mandment to any of the sons of men to do a work unto my 
name, and those sons of men go with all their might, and 
with all they hav, to perform that work, and cease not their 
diligence, and their enemies come upon them, and hinder 
them from performing that work, behold, it behooveth me 
to require that work no more at the hands of those sons of 
men, but to accept of their offerings. 

Now, after nearly fifty years, this item of reveia- 
tion has come into great prominence. The Hon. 
George Q. Cannon, the former delegate from Utah, 
quoted it at the October conference as the basis of 
Woodruff’s manifesto, and argued that it furnished 
a complete sanction for abandoning plural marriages. 
President Woodruff himself pursued the same line of 
thought in his address to that conference : 

„The Lord has required at our hands many things that 
we hav not done, many things that we were prevented from 
doing. The Lord required us to build a temple in Jackson 
county. We were prevented by violence from doing it. He 
required us to build a temple in the far West, which we hav 
not been able to do. A great many things hav been required 
of us, and we hav not been able to do them, because of 
those that surrounded us in the world. When our nation 
passes laws, as they hav done, in regard to this principle 
which we hav presented to the conference, it is not wisdom 
for us to make war upon sixty-five millions of people. It is 
not wisdom for us to go forth and carry out this principle 
against the laws of the nation and receive the consequences.” 

And Mr. Oannon, in his speech at the conference, 
also implied that President Woodruff spoke with 
authority, and that his manifesto was practically a 
new revelation : 

We hav waited for the Lord to move in the matter; and 
on the 24th of September, President Woodruff made-up his 
mind that he would write something, and he had the spirit 
of it. He had prayed about it and had besought God re- 
peatedly to show him what to do. At that time the spirit 
came upon him, and the document that has been read in 
your hearing was the result. I know that it was right, much 
as it has gone against the grain with me in many respects, 
because many of you know the contest we hav had upon 
this point. But when God speaks, and when God makes 
known his mind and will, I hope that I and all Latter Day 
Saints will bow in submission to it.” 

The fair conclusion, thinks the Sun, is that “ the 
old dispensation of plural marriages, for which 
Joseph Smith is said to hav received a revelation on 
the 12th of July, 1843, although it was generally 
made public only about ten years later, has passed 
away; and if so, the progressiv legislation of Oon- 
gress against Mormon polygamy, which began in 
1862, may also call a halt. There is no ground 
for pushing it further merely in order to giv the Lib- 
eral or Gentile party in Utah an advantage over the 
People’s or Mormon party.” 

And the same authority might also hav added that 
there is no further need of “progressiv legislation" 
merely to aid one branch of the church to get the 
better of another branch by confiscating its prop- 
erty and imprisoning its members. With polygamy 
abandoned Mormonism has the same right that Prot- 
estantism has—no more, no less—-and legislation to 
suppress it is contrary to the principles upon which 
this republic is founded. 

— —— 


Mother and Daughter. 


In a recent contribution to an English periodical 
Mr. Gladstone quoted the canon law of the Roman 
Catholic church, which says: We do not count 
them to be homicides to whom it may hav happened, 
through their burning zeal for mother church against 
the excommunicated, to put any of these to death.” 

Referring to this the Christian Advocate. says: 
“It is impossible without a knowledge of history to 
realize the depth of unchristian malignity to which 
the Roman Oatholie church sank. Protestants for a 
long time afterward, polluted by the source whence 
they sprang, were also guilty of crimes from which 
the moral sense of the present age revolts. But the 
original germs of such atrocities are in the bosom of 
the Roman church, and only the general progress of 
mankind and the ascendency of Protestantism in the 
first powers of the globe prevents them from burst- 
ing forth into malignant efforts to destroy heretics.” 

Un-Obristian malignity is good! Supposing the 
Infidels had committed the almost innumerable 
monstrous crimes of which organized Obristianity 
has been guilty—would the Advocate say that Infi- 


delity was not responsible for it? If so, why do 
they charge the excesses of the infuriated Ohristians - 
during the French Revolution upon Infidelity because 
a few leaders of that revolt were heretics ? 
Protestantism has been, to the extent of its power; 


| equally guilty with Romanism. Who can forget the 


bloody contests of the rival churches in Great 
Britain and on the continent, or the cruelties prac- 
ticed upon heretics by the orthodox Protestants of 
New England? The “general progress of man- 
kind” has had more to do than to repress the 
brutality of Romanism; it has also had to keep 
down the disposition of the Protestants to imitate 
the older church. The original germs in the bosom 
of the Roman church hav fructified and flourished 
famously in the breast of its daughter, and she 
has herself made not a few malignant efforts to 
destroy heretics.” 

But we will giv the “ general progress of mankind ” 
credit for having reformed Protestantism so that a 
paragraph which appeared in a Madrid newspaper 
within a short time would not be printed in a 
Protestant paper. Even the Presbyterian Observer 
would hesitate to say: “ Thank God, we are return- 
ing to those times when heretics were severely pur- 
ished. The establishment of a tribunal of the In- 
quisition will be set up again ere long. Its action 
will be more startling and more fruitful of results 
than formerly. What a festival it will be for us 
when we see our adversaries writhing in the flames 
of the Inquisition!“ 

But we recollect that it was Protestant Jonathan 
Edwards who exclaimed, “Tolerate Atheism! Sir, 
there is nothing outside of hell I would not sooner 
tolerate !” 

What did he mean by that? 

— — — 


The Breckinridge Sunday Rest Bill. 


Mr. Louis Wolfes, of Martinsburg, West Virginia, 
believes in doing what he can to help secure freedom 
to exist, and so he wrote to his servants in Oon- 
gress protesting against their having anything to 
do with enacting the Breckinridge Sunday Rest bill 
into law. That he did well in doing this is shown 
by the replies. Senator Charles J. Faulkner said: 

„The legal views you present in reference to the matter 
especially demand considerable consideration, and I assure 
you I will do nothing touching this bill until I hav carefully 
considered all the views suggested by you.” 

William L. Wilson, in the House of Represent- 
ativs, sent Mr. Wolfes the cheering information that 
the Sabbatarians are unlikely to get the bill before 
the House this session. He writes: 

„There is, I think, not the slightest prospect of the Breck- 
inridge Sunday Rest bill being taken up for consideration. 
I hav not examined the bill, as there is little time to look 
after matters that hav no promis of being considered; but I 
hav very decided views as to the impolicy of legislation of 
that kind by the federal government.” 

That is good news Mr. Wilson sends, and we 
trust he is right about it. But it will dono harm 
for all the Senators and Representatives to be told 
that a large number of their constituents are opposed 
to all such measures. They can put the information 


away to be used when occasion requires. 
— — 2 — 


Queer Statistics. 


The Democratic Standard, of Leavenworth, Kan. T 
publishes a personal record of the prisoners received 
at the penitentiary during the past year. A friend 
sends it on with the remark that it is worth putting 
on record, and we agree with him. 

.It will be seen from these figures that in these 
oases at least some old-fashioned notions concerning 
the incentiv to crime and the prevention thereof are 
poked away. It used to be thought by the self- 
complacent pharisees of the churches that religious 


parents would rear children in a moral manner from 


which they would. not depart, but the figures of 
Warden Case hardly bear this out. His report 
shows: 

* Parents church-members? Tes, 500; no, 175; don't 
know, 69. Denominations: Catholic, 69; Methodist, 175; 
Baptist, 125; Presbyterian, 30; United ' Presbyterian, 2; 
Cumberland Presbyterian, 10; Christian, 30; United 
Brethren, 8; Lutheran, 20; Episcopal, 7; “Congregational, 
8; Dunkard, 1; Advent, 4; Quaker, 1; don't know, 10.” 

It used also to be supposed that the mere fact of 
belonging to a church prevented crime, but among 
these prisoners there are more,church-members than 
non-church-members, and as two-thirds of the non- 
church-members are still religious, it is very plain 
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that the Ohristians form a good proportion of peni- 
tentiary inmates: 

* Hav you been a church- member? Yes, 374 ; ; no, 870. 
Denominations : Catholic, 59; Methodist, 79; Baptist, 57; 
Presbyterian, 45; Christian, 60; United Brethren, 98; 

Lutheran, 30; Episcopal, 8; Congregational, 8; Quaker, 1,” 
More than two to one of these criminals were also 
Sunday. school scholars : 

|: Hay you attended Bunday- school regularly? Yes, 500; 
no, 244." 
Other questions, with answers upsetting some 
usually accepted theories, were these : 


“Did your parents use liquor as a beverage ? Ves, 200; 
no, 500; don't know, 44. 


„Average age at which prisoners began to drink, 18. 


** Were you led into crime through drink? Yee 850; no, 


394. 


„Motivs which led to commission of crime: Gain, 200; 


effects of drink, 350; revenge, 25 lust, 1; self-defense, 50; i right to pray, even silently, there, because the tax- 


not guilty, 118. 
‘Prisoners whose ancestry were criminals, 10. 
“ Politics of parents: Democrats, 150; Republicans, 500; 
Union Labor, 34; don't know, 60. 


Politics of prisoners: Democrats, 250; Republicans, 


300; not of age, don’t vote, 194. 

st Character of reading before imprisonment: Miscellane- 
~ ous, 500; historical, 50; religious, 69; legal, 50; scien- 
tific, 75. 

** Prisoner'8 boyhood homes: 
try, 844. 

“Do you use profane language? Yes, 444; no, 300. 

05 Hav you previously been in penitentiary? Yes, 40; no, 

4 

Average number years of schooling : 8i; number of 
graduates, 9. 

" Par ond of associates "before imprisonment: Good, 500; 
ad, 50. 

„Character of associates before imprisonment : 
194. : 
** Places where prisoners spent evenings : At home, 450; 
about town, 294. 

„Average age when leaving home, 17. 

** Causes for leaving home : To enlist in the army, 20; to 
come to America, 20; to earn their own support, 400; to 
see the world, 80; ‘difficulty with stepmother or stepfather, 
50; death of parents, 100; marriage, 60; ran away, 9. 

ú Prisoners who desire to reform, 744; don't want to re- 
form; 2. 

. Disposition as to place or locality : Stable, 454; roving, 
290. » 
It will be seen from these answers that temper- 


Mixed, 


arce parents furnished more criminal children than 


di inking parents; that only a very few of the erim- 
ir als were snch through heredity; that the country 
.kreeda criminals faster than the city, while the towns 
make boys comparativly moral; that but very few 
ould trace their downfall to bad associates; and 
that most of the prisoners had usually spent their 
evenings at home. 

Al! these things are so different from the prevalent 
idea that a study of them will incline one to question 
either the value of statistics or of a “ simple Christian 
life.” 


— — —u— 
The Rev. O. R. Beebe. 


Who is the Rev. O. R. Beebe? 

The question is asked because in the Nebraska 
Christian Advocate a writer signing that name tells 
about The Failure of Secularism,” and crowds so 
much misinformation into two columns that we hail 
him as a genius and desire to know more about him. 
He ought not to be buried under sage-brush. Read 
this: 

“The Secularists headed a demand a few years ago that 
the United States mails should be used for the purpose of 
carrying vicious, obscene, and vulgar literature, immoral 
pictures, and other instruments of vice throughout the 
land.” 

And this: 

„The Paine memorial building of Boston was sold under 
the sheriff’s hammer years ago, and if half the churches in 
the land were given them to-morrow, they would all be sold 
out by the sheriff inside of five years.” 


And this: 


„Who is not familiar with the cheerless history of Lib- 
eral, Mo., or of Ingersoll, Kan.?. With every possible factor 
to warrant success, these places became dull, wicked, and 
forbidding, shunned by the outside world, and deserted by 

their inhabitants as rats desert a sinking ship. And this 
went on until the minister of religion came and urged them 
to accept the simple law of Christian progress." 

Where is Ingersoll, Kansas ? 

The remainder of the article is as accurate in 
statement as these paragraphs. The Rev. O. R. 
Beebe seems to be about the worst possible person 
to write a review of Secularism. Like the people 
who composed the Pentateucb, he knows nothing at 

all of what he is talking about. 


“ Hay you used liquor as a beveráge? Ves, 524; no, 220. position to take. 


City, 250; fawn, 150; coun- 


An Orthodox Christian View. | 

In Tun Teura Szexer of week before last we re- 
printed from the Independent an editorial condemning 
the use of the Bible and the teaching of religion in the 
public schools. In that journal since appears a let- 
ter from a doctor of divinity residing in Albany ask- 
ing the editor some-pertinent questions-on kindred 
subjects, to which questions, however, the Zndepend- 
ent editor shirks a direct reply, not daring to follow 


| his own logic to its legitimate conclusion. The argu- 
| ment of the paper for the exclusion of religion from 
the schools was that it was a matter of justice to 


Jews and Infidels—an eminently proper and correct 
But thia Albany doctor objects to 
doing justice, for he says that if the Independent's 
position be sound, then we hav no right to mention 
with reverence there the name of Ohrist, on account 
of the children of the tax-paying Jews. We hav no 


paying Infidel would not hav his child's mind per- 
verted by Deism. . . . On the same ground 
Ohristian teachers should be excluded ; for it is un- 
doubtedly a grievous wrong to the Jew and the In. 
fidel to compel him to place his children under a 
teacher who can no more restrain his Ohristian influ- 
ence, if he bea true child of God, than he can re- 
strain his breathing.” This objector to doing justice 
also goes further and puts the Independent in an 
awkward place —awkward because the Independent 
is afraid to be logical—by asking a lot of questions 
which the Nine Demands of Liberalism alone can 
adequately answer. He says: 


“Tf our public schools must be godless in justice to un- 
believing tax-payers so must all other public institutions 
supported by the taxes of the people. Our entire system of 
chaplains in prisons and reformatories, in military schools, 
in the army and navy, in state legislatures, and -in the na- 
tional Congress, involves the same injustice. What right 
hav we to tax the Catholic, the Jew, the Infidel, to support 
our military schools, then compel his boy to come under the 
influence of a Christian Protestant chaplain who not only 
reads the Bible to him, but prays before him and for him, 
and, if possible, with him; who preaches to him in public 
and labors with him in private, striving by all means to 
make a Christian man of him? What right hav we to tax 
the Catholic, the Jew, the Infidel, to support the state leg- 
islature, elect him to that body, then compel him every 
morning to submit to the praying of a Christian Protestant ? 
I hav spent the eighteen years of my ministry in two cap- 


ital cities, and hav never yet known either a Catholic, or. 


Jew, or Infidel to be invited to officiate as chaplain. What 
right hav we to open our great presidential conventions with 
prayer, our world’s fairs, in short, every great and serious 
undertaking ? What right hav our executiv officers to issue 
thanksgiving and fast-day proclamations? What right hav 
they to take the oath of office? What right has our gov- 
‘ernment to stamp upon our very dollars with which we pay 
our taxes the words ‘In God we trust? What right hav we 
to compel the Infidel to handle such money? When we 
know it is supposed to burn his pockets, and harrow up his 
soul to be in possession of such poisonous stuff. He has a 
right to the clean, cold silver. 

“This argument in behalf of the unbelieving tax-payer 
would also demand a revision of our Christian statute books. 
What place is there for Sunday legislation ? Consider what 
& burden we put upon the Jew. We practically compel him 
to observe two days in the week as rest days. His religious 
scruples hold him to the seventh day, our Christian statutes 
hold him to the first. Even if some slight concessions are 
made for hig conscience sake, the result is practically the 
same, for no man can work when all the world is resting, 
neither can he rest much when all the world is at work, as 


every minister in the land, with his miserable half.and-half. 


Mondays, can testify. Such a burden has this become that 
the Jews are agitating the question of adopting the Ohris- 
tian Sunday. 

„Then, too, what right hav we tax the Infidel to sustain 
our vast and complicated police machinery throughout the 
state, and then on Sunday convert the whole system to our 
Christian use, to obtain a quiet, orderly day in which the 
Christians may read a book and worship a God in whom the 
Infidel tax-payer does not believe? He and his Infidel 
brethren tax-payers 

Cannot work and cannot play, 
On this the Christian's holy day.’ 

„Our Christian churches and institutions are exempt 
from taxation, the Jew and Infidel are compelled to shoulder 
their proportion of this burden. In fact, this little proposi- 
tion to render the public school godless for the sake of the 
unbelieving Jew and Infidel is like the genius esceping from 
the bottle—it rises and rises till it fills the heavens like a 
cloud. It is a proposition to render the entire state and na- 
tional government godless to accommodate that same Jew 
and Infidel.” 


The obvious answer to all these questions is that 
the state has no right to do any of these things, but 
the Independent dare not say so, aud calls these in- 
evitable conclusions “extreme,” and thinks it has 
answered Dr. Ecob by saying that what applies to 
public schools in free society does not apply to peo- 
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ple locked up in barracks and asylums and prisons," 
though. it forgot to explain how taxing the Infidel 
and Jew to pay for chaplains for these folks is not 
precisely as unjust as to tax them to pay for relig- 
ious services in public schools—free society. 

The Albany doctor is right—there can be no half- 
way work in this matter, and there are only two an- 
swers to be made to his questions. One of these is 
made by the Liberals in the Nine Demands. The 
other is made by himself, and here it is, though it 
will be received with astonishment when its full sig- 
nificance is comprehended : 

** Would not the Independent hav a more hopeful task on 
hand to undertake to persuade our Jew and Infidel to be 
humble and thankful that they can hav all the benefits of a 
Christian state for the infinitesimal tax of two or three mills 
on a dollar ?” 
^ In other words, let the religious journals preach 
to the Jew and Infidel that they ought to be glad 
to be allowed to liv among Christians without ask- 
ing to be placed on an equality with them! The 
Rev. J. H. Esob, D.D., of Albany, N. Y., is certainly 


a meek and modest man! 
— . — — 


Religion in a Jury Room. 

Religion has been the cause of a great deal of coer- 
cion from first to last in the history of the human : 
race, and caused a great deal of unhappiness and suf- 
fering. It has been forced upon men of all sorts and 
conditions, to accomplish purposes in themselvs good, 
bad, and indifferent. But Judge Balderson, of Wi- 
chita, Kan., has found the most novel use for it since 
Puritan times, as a means of compelling a jury to 
agree. 

A jury was out in a murder case, but at 3 o'clock 
in the morning had failed to see alike. The 
judge then ordered the bailiff to bring in a minister. 
The reverend gentleman began regular religious serv- 
ices, the jury joining in singing the opening hymr. 
After prayer, the Rev. Mr. Harmon delivered s die- 
course, an hour long, on the immortality of the soul. 
He then made a closing prayer, and the jury reached 
a verdict of “guilty” on the first ballot after the 
benediction. 

It is probable that the judge cannot obtain a pa- 
tent on his invention, for it is alleged that the ver- 
dict will be set aside on the ground of undue influ- 
ence, as it ought to be. The account of this affair 
reads like a yarn of some imaginativ reporter, but it 
seems to hav really transpired, and is but another in- 
stance of the unfitness of violent Christians to hold 
any office requiring the exercise of fairness and com- 
mon sense, Nearlythe same thing once happened in 


Westchester county in this state. 
€—— ae ————— HÀ 


Editorial Notes. 


Att will learn with regret that Col. J. R. Kelso is very ill 
at his home in Longmont, Col. 


Tux village of South Pass, Ill., sends one hundred and 
forty-six names on a petition for opening the World's Fair 
on Sunday, but the collector was too modest to reveal his 
name. J. L. Gardiner, of Allegan, Mich., forwards a few 
hundred names—the petition is eleven feet long—and will 
gather another list in the same place. It will probably sur- 
prise the Sabbatarian fanatics to find that the memorials op- 
posing their attempt to close the Fair outnumber their own, 
but we hope that such will be the case. 


Tue latest sensation in Spiritualist circles in this city is 
the placing of Mrs. Harriet E. Beach in the insane asylum. 
Mrs. Beach became enamored of the Diss Debar woman, 
who convinced her, a8 she is a wealthy woman, that it was 
her duty to carry out the work Luther Marsh failed in doing, 
and establish a home for indigent mediums. Mrs. Beach’s 
friends, however, interfered, and when she was announced 
to lecture at Adelphi Hall under the tutelage of the Diss 
Debar took activ steps to get her away from the influence of 
the celebrated painter of spirit pictures. They consulted 
two eminent doctors, who pronounced her to be a victim of 
hallucinations of sight and hearing, and subject also to ex- 
alted delusions. They certified that she was insane. Upon 
this presentation of facts she was committed to the asylum. 
Mrs. Beach’s delusion that she has visited distant parts of 
the material and spiritual universe is firmly fixed in her 
mind. She is thoroughly sincere in her belief that she has 
been transported in trance to all parts of the earth and to 
other planets. She describes to her friends in glowing lan- 
guage a visit of twenty-four hours to Uranus, which she de- 
clares is a planet vastly more beautiful and highly civilized 
than this. Heaven she has hada glimpse of, and hell she 
has viewed in detail. Mrs. Beach, it is said, announced 
about two weeks ago that she had held communication with 
Olympian Jove, and that he had told her that her husband 
was soon to die a violent death and that she was to hav all 
the property, excepting what it would cost to erect a monu- 
ment to his memory. Twenty years ago Mrs. Beach was 
confined in the insane asylum at Hartford, but was shortly 
discharged as cured. 
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slyly with a white cloth on and walked along softly several 
yards before the darkey saw him, and when the darkey saw 
him he was 80 frightened that he let fly with the ax and split 
Mr. Ghost from the top of the head to the shoulders, and the 
ghost fell dead inthe road. 'The darkey, being frightened, 
struck a gait at the rate of 2.31. The people came to the 
conclusion that. it was but a foolish accident, and no one had 
a disposition to follow him. But the darkey was not to be 
found for a while. By and by a man came across him in 
Orleans, but found that he was deranged and believed from 


petitioned to ascertain, through the commission to be ap- 
pointed to extract the bullets from Sitting Bull, the cost of 
the suppression of this Christian war, and the number of 
preachers sent as Indian agents, school-teachers, and mis- 
sionaries, and their salaries. Then foot up the gross amount 
and ask Congress to make a law to assess the amount upon 
the church property of this country that is exempt from tax- 
ation and collect the amount, or confiscate the property, and 
dismiss all that class of heathen from that business. And 
then disband every Indian tribe, build each family a home, 
and necessary school-houses, and furnish all education and | the bottom of his heart that he once killed a ghost and that 
teach them the art of working and making a living. it was the daddy of Jesus. Poor darkey, he didn't know 
And then again, amend the (Mormon) Edmunds bill by: that that ghost story was written by Joseph's mother-in-law . 
disfranchising every man who hag or supports more than one | to make fair weather for Mary. Geo. R. Fass. 
wife, whether Mormon or not. Dz-W. C. PRIEST. $ de m 18905 


MR. Eprrok: Being fair and W d as à Liberal, I like 
to hear the other side, and having been to a ‘‘child’s ser- 
mon, it being children's day at a Congregational church, 
accompanied by my son of eight years, where we heard of 
Satan going about as a: roaring lion tempting boys and girls 
in ways various and subtle, upon our return home I placed 
the picture of his Satanic majesty in view and the following 
conversation occurred: 

Q. What is that, pa? A. That is the devil. 

Q. What, the same that Rev. Mr. B. told about to-day at 
church? A. The very one. 

Q. Well! he—is—a—devil—of—a—devil? isn’t he? A. 
That is what? 

Q. (After some study, with eyes flashing and indignation 
rising). I'll tell you what I'd do. If I had him down here 
Td kill him in a minute. (A short pause, and then the 
second thought of self-preservation crept in.) But if I 
could not kill him I would:be mighty: careful that he did not 
get me. I:would be good if I saw him coming, you bet! 
(Here other things at'racted me, and for some time nothing 
was said; finally he said:) 

Q. Pa, what good is a devil, anyhow? Why. do people 
want him? They don’t. hav to hav him, do they? A. Not 
if they don’t believe in him. 

Q Well, he. will not come around me, such a looking 
thing as that! You don’t believe there is such a thing, do 
you, pa? A. No, to be honest, I do not (smiling). 

Q. Ah, you're laughing! I thought it was.taffy just as 
soon as you laughed. mi : 

Almost any child will reason out of the orthodox schemes 
if he is not compelled or frightened into belief. The whole 
thing is repugnant to childish nature. And how cruel it is 
to learn them such debasing things! Unos Jaox. 


MONTGOMERY, ALA., Dec. 28, 1890. 
Mz. EpiToR: Inclosed please find $2 for which you will 
please send me the Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book.” I 
hav been a subscriber to TSE TRUTA SEEKER for many years, 
and should hardly know how.to get along without it now, 


Zellers from friends. 


WxILSVILLx, Kas., Dec. 12, 1890. 
Mz. EprroE: Iinclose you a list of names in favor of a 
Sunday Exposition; so you can see how Liberal the people 
are, although there is but one copy of your paper that comes 
to this place, and it is for, 
Yours respectfully, JonN PETTIBONE. 


New Beprorp, Mass., Dec. 20, 1890. 
Mr. Eprrok: In my Teora Srexer of Dec. 18, 1890, you 
ask information from your readers, if the courts in Massa- 
chusetts open with prayer. Ves, and invariably all over the 
state. Ihavasked a well-known lawyer, Hon. E. L. Barney, 
who has had practice in all but two of the counties in this 
state. ORVILLE V. SWIFT. 


Missouta, Mont., Dec. 20, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Inclosed you will find four names of new: 
Subscribers. I think much of the paper, also the pictures. 
I took the book around with me when trying to get.some: 
subseribers. It was amusing to see some of them open their: 
eyes. One said, Fine business that for a preacher's son! 
But then, they are always devils.” It is a good way to: 
show: them what the paper is doing by the pictures. If 
some one that was acquainted here should see all the Liberals 
he could get several to take the paper. I got the four 
names after a rustle of every evening fora week. This is 
such a Catholic nest here! The old Jesuit priests came 
over forty years ago, and hav helped many a good Catholic 
here since. Nearly all of the Indians belong to that faith. 
‘We had the trouble of stretching four.of their pious necks: 
yesterday for murder. A priest stood each side of them, 
crucifix in hand, canting piously as they went—a disgrace 
on the manhood of the age. Wishing you success in the 
battle for the rights of thinkers, I.am, 

Yours truly, A. M. Srevane. 


L:ivgRPOOL, Ena., Dec. 17, 1890. 
Mr. Enrron: It has been advocated several times lately in 
Tae Truta SEEKER by persons writing as friends to make 
the Secular organization & secret one. In my opinion it 
would be very unwise policy. We want more light and 
more diffusion of the principles of Secularism. Do not try 
to hide it. I hav been without supernaturalism sixty years, 
and the progress made in matters pertaining to free opinions 
is very great, and all we hav to do is to keep going forward. 

CHARLES BTOOKER. 


Darras, Tex., Dec. 23, 1890. 
Mz. Evrror: I received the book, Is This Your Son, My 
Lord?” by Helen H. Gardener. It is of the higher order of 
genius. So true is nature in her creations and to her crest- 
ures that she errs only when diverted by selfish ignorance. 
In the portraits of policy and principle, the prime movers of 
all human action, one may search long and deep for a paral- 
lel. And in the final tragedy nature or fate is kind in oblit- 
erating an existence which, if continued, would be nought 

but extreme suffering and desolation. J. V. MULES. 


Saratoga Sprines, N. Y., Dec. 16, 1890. 
Mr. Eprror : Inclosed find $8 50 for subscription and one 
| copy of the Freethinker's Text-Book.” We do not pro- 
pose to deprive ourselvs of Taz Trouta BEEKERB, which has 
become one of the family which we look for every week. I 
am not going to giv up trying to get you some subscribers. 
Everyone, nearly, likes the paper. Even church people hav 
to laugh at the pictures. Ican assure you that I thoroughly 
enjoy the whole paper, notwithstanding I am a graduate 
from the Congregational church of this place, which kindly. 
dropped my name after I had been a member of the First 
Society of Spiritualists for five years. I shall not quarrel 
with them. They are welcome to their faith. I would not 
exchange knowledge, ever so little, for all the faith in the 
world. I never could accept the doctrin of foreordination 
aud free moral agency as they teach and believe it. I must 
confess I find it hard not to believe in the devil when I see 
how some people, even good Christians, act, and I think he 
ill be quite as apt to hav a majority from the ranks of th A : 
9 tt as-from as 2 do not go to inso tor I consider it the best of any of the Liberal papers now 
I wish you every success in your fight for truth and Libera] | Published, and that is saying a good deal. I hav been living 
principles, and a merry Christmas and many of them. in this city for about six years, formerly living in Wisconsin 
Tours very sincerely, Janz H. Montgomery. and Massachusetts. This is a beautiful city, and rather a 
historical one; and the climate is everything I could wish. 
The people are generally very sociable and hospitable, and, 
I think, rather partial to people from the North. All seem 
very anxious to hav Northern people come here and settle. 
But there is one great drawback to this Southern country. 
It is immensely priestridden. And that is a curse to any 
country. Not but that we hav a Liberal element here, but 
it is greatly in the. minority. I notice it is here as in all 
other places, ignorance, superstition, and religion go hand 
in hand. That is, I find people.religious just so far as they 
are ignorant. The darkies here largely predominate, and as 
a mass are intensely superstitious and ignorant, and yet as a 
people they hav got more of the old genuin primitiv religion 
than any people I ever saw or heard of. But in a moral 
point of view they are the most corrupt, licentious, thieving 
set.of vagabonds you could scare up anywhere. But I hav 
noticed that if you educate the darkey it produces the same 
effect upon him as it does on the white man. It takes away 
his religion. The fact is, if you giv anyone, black or white, 
a scientific education, his religion will spill out of him as 
sure a8 Whisky out of a barrel when the head is knocked in. 
We had.Sam Jones here a few weeks ago, and he got up 
quite a stir for a while, but the excitement died out soon. I 
consider him the biggest infernal liar, slanderer, and black- 
guard that J ever saw; and yet he is cunning and smart, and 
a wonderful success financially. He got about $1,500 for 
nine blackguard speeches. Success to THE TRUTA SEEKER. 
Truly yours, D. S. WoopwonrR. 


Crusson, Dec. 15, 1890. 
Mn. Eprror: I failed to receive my paper of the 6th inst. 


This has happened several times during the past half-year. 
Has Mr. Wanamaker placed Tue TRUTH SEEKER on his Index 
Expurgatorius? Iam greatly pleased with W. W. Walker's 
Jetter in your present issue. Toa slight knowledge of as- 
tronomy more than to any other individual aid do I owe my 
emancipation from the bonds of theology and superstition. 
Putting aside the immensity of the universe there is nothing 
like à knowledge of the laws which govern our own planet- 
. ary system for causing one to think and reason. With best 
wishes for your success and prosperity, 
Yours very truly, Ansie M. Covzx. 


VALLEY Cir, Dar., Dec. 13, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5, for which forward 
the ** Pictorial Text-Book," and apply the balance to my 
subscription. I am well pleased with THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
and regard it as one of the most potent powers of the day 
for the diffusion of those great truths that, perhaps but 
slowly yet surely, are undermining the temples of supersti- 
tion and rearing honest, noble, thoughtful men and women 
to dwell in peace and happiness where their ancestors 
prayed or fought through fear or hate. Little by little the 
car of progress rolls onward, and Taz TRUTH SEEKER'S 
genius artist and able corps of contributors are entitled to a 

large share of the credit. J. Jzrr Doxsin. 


Wirxrsparre, Pa., Dec. 24, 1890. 

Mz. Epiror: Permit me to thank you for the kind indul- 
gence extended to Mr. J. A. Tuttle, of Brooklyn, who so: 
persistently sticks to his accusations against me for what he 
is pleased to call quibbling.” I hav read his last carefully 
to see if he had one word or thought that should interest the 
readers of Tne. TRuTE SEEKER, and hav been unable to find 
it. He has not attempted to say a word about science in de- 
fense of his theories of matter, nor given me the least chance 
to combat anything in it, although his illustrations are.some- 
what amusing. He is evidently anxious to hav the last word, 
and no. doubt feels that if he can strut upon his own dung- 
hill and hav the last crow and flop his wings a bit, he would 
feel that he had attained a great victory. He says: ‘I 
indulged a hope that he had some self-respect and would find 
it expedient to let go and drop off; but I now think it doubt- 
ful if à mule can kick hard enough to kick him off." This 
is a most singular though appropriate statement, when he 
thus compares himself to a kicking mule, for indeed he has 
been kicking very hard at some imaginary fly which he fan- 
cies I am, but in truth he has been kicking to see if he could 
not attract attention to the velocity of his flying heels. and 
thus divert the readers from his absurd. statements about 
spooks and sciences, etc. Now, my amiable Tuttle,.do not 
kick so hard; it is straining to the muscles. Besides, you 
never can hope to kick hard enough or high enough to hit a 
fly sitting upon your back; all that you can do is to create 
mirth for the fly. If you will promis to quiet down.a bit 
and be contented, the fly will leave you to feed on the new- 
est things which your imagination can bring forth. 

Yours, etc. , J. R. Perry. 


Los AxdRkLES, Car., Dec. 15, 1890. 
Mr. Epitor: It has occurred to me that it would bea 
good plan for the Liberals to select a time during the World's 
Fair at Chicago for a general meeting of the Liberals In 
all reasonable probability there will be a greater number of 
Liberals at the World's Fair than would be likely to be 
assembled together at any time or place in the near future, 
and why not take advantage of this opportunity and hav a 
general international convocation of the Freethinkers? 
Here the Liberals could be represented from all parts of the 
civilized world. Here all the various Freethinkers' societies 
and organizations could be present, at least by representa- 
tion. Here many of the great writers, speakers, and leading’ 
Liberals of the world could hold an intellectual feast, and 
discuss the best ways and means of advancing the Liberal 
thought. Iam of opinion that a meeting of this character 
would be productiv of great good, and hope the Freethinkers 
generally will giv the matter attention. J. M. Voss. 


‘GrantTrorK, ILL., Dec. 25, 290. 

Mz. Epiror: A friend gave me a réligious book to read. 

` The author stated that there was. or used to exist, a society 
called the Orange County Infidel Society. ‘‘ They held that 
it was right to indulge in lasciviousness, and that it was 
right to regulate their conduct as their propensities and 
appetites should dictate,” and these principles were carried 
into practical operation by some families belonging to the |. 
society. And the author stated further that they all died 
some strange or unnatural death. Some drowned, others 
got shot or committed suicide or died of a terrible sickness. 
Now, I do not believe that there were any Infidels who held 
such views, nor do I believe what that book says as to there 
ever being such a society, because it said so many untrue 
things about Infidels that I knew were not so. Please pub- 


OhlILIA, ONT., Dec. 25, 1890. 

Mn. EprroR: Allow me space to describe lectures of Rev. 
Dr. Sexton here last week. His first was on the folly of 
Infidelity, and the last on Darwin’s Origin of Species. He 
handled the case well, and proved to the good Methodists 
whose house he occupied that there was & God who was 
"from the-beginning, who created all-things and governs the 
universe. We then began to ask him questions: 
1. What power created God? Answer. Goa was always 
-and:everlasting. 

2. Was Christ a God? Answer. Christ was not a God, 
but he was God really and truly—good. 

8. Was Christ really put to.degth? Answer. Yes. 
We then had the Rev. Mr. Sexton in a hole, for if the 
world was.made and run by God, and Christ was God and. 
the Jews killed him, God was dead for three days and three 
nights; thea wulle there was no God at all everything. 
moved on ust the same, with the exgep joa of a few dead, 
people, who seeing their opportun'ty jumped up out of their. 
graves and ran up to the city. When they saw God was dead 
they came ta life at once. It did look as if they had cone 


BENTON, Pa., Dec. 24, 1890. 

Mn. Eprrok: I here send you $2 for the t Pictorial Text- 
Book.” I want it for a sample copy. Please send at once 
before the great state of Pennsylvania passes any more Blue 
laws. The state passed a law so late as 1868 making it a 
penal offense to speak loosely of the: Holy Ghost, and it is a 
wonder that that bufile-headed assembly didn't pass a close 
time making it a penal offense to shoot. ghosts during. the 
breeding season. However, there is a story going the founds 
lish this letter; perhaps some of your kind readers will | here of a ghost being killed in the southern part of this state. 
know whether it is true or not. They can answer through A darkey chopped wood for a farmer one day. Hë was 
Tne TRUTH SEEKER so all mav see. The book did not | very religious. cowardly; and superstitious. At the supper 
me tion in what state the county was. Nook Karr table they all told ghost stories, and the darkey had to go 
home afer night through the woods. One of the company 
Fonn pu Lao, Wis., Dec 23, 1890 at the table went ahead of the darkey on the sly and hid 
Mr. Evtror: I see by the papers that the trouble with the ) himself in the woods, and when the darkey passed by with 
Tnoiens is closing, Now I would suggest that Congress be | an sx on his shoulder the man stepped out of the wooda 
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spired for the last year or two to make a break for liberty as 
800n'as a good opportunity presented itself. However, they 
must hav been good, law-abiding people, for they did not 
get arrested in the city, neither were they killed and put 
back in their graves again, and for all we know they are 
alive and well to this day. The reverend gentleman tried 
hard to get God up out of the grave, but we jumped on and 
kept him down. We claimed that if God was dead and he 
was the only God in the world, a dead God could not raise 
‘up a dead God and we would not let him up without a 
cause; and Mr. Sexton had no cause on hand to raise him, 
so he is there yet, although the speaker said that if we 
‘would buy a book it would explain all. And he went his 
way a sadder and a wiser man. or 

Another reverend gentleman of this town has since made 
the assertion here that Mr. Sexton is the best debater in the 
world and Mr. Ingersoll refused to meet him after being 
challenged several times. Kindly let me know if this is 
true. l T. W. MOFFATT. 


[Dr. Sexton is too smali potatoes for Colonel Ingersoll, we 
should imagin, though we know nothing of the alleged chal- 
lenges. Dr. Sexton is a renegade Secularist from England, 

. well known to all English Secularists, and particularly to Mr. 
Watts, who has had several debates with him, easily floor. 
ing him every time. Mr. Sexton recently had & church in 
Dunkirk, N. Y., in which town information concerning him 
may be obtained.—Ep. T. S. 


- Horrowax, La., Dec. 20, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrog: The undersigned heartily seconds the move 
to convert the American Secular Union into a close corpora- 
tion or into a brotherhood with a brief code, obligations, 
secret work, etc. 

Most other organizations, whether antagonistic, neutral, 
or friendly to us, pay dues, hav their signs, pass-words, 
grips, badges, and fraternal obligations. By this means they 
are generally a well-known quantity to themselvs and easily 
preserve their autonomy; work with unanimity, save and 
school their proselytes, and generally push shead as one 
solid phalanx, thus proving by their vigor and success the 
truth of the hoary maxim, In union there is strength. 

It need not entail on Freethinkers a grievous expense to 

‘maintain in the field a few efficient lecturers ‘‘ sowing seed 
and binding the sheaves.” 
` Regarding the future, the first cause on the political 

‘docket to be tried and disposed of is the flerce conflict now 
beginning to rage hotly, along both horizontal and perpen- 
dicular lines, between the plutocrats and their mercenaries 
on the one side, and the great, long-suffering industrial 
masses on the other side. To meet this great national emer- 
gency, a new and third potitical party is in process of forma- 
tion as if by spontaneous and unseen influences. All hail, 
third party! ` s f 

„First come, first served,” is a stale but favorit adage. 
Taking rather an optimistic view of the future, we will say 
that, next to the overthrow of the monopolies of natural 

.wea'th and artificial privileges which we here term an eco- 
nomic fight, will come in its logical order by reason of. its 
more prominent development, the social fight, to wit, tem- 
perance, free suffrage, educational reform, etc. 

When the antimonopolist and the social reformer shall hav 
tought their good fight, accomplished their mission, and 
achieved glory enough for one generation, then the irrepres- 
siblé conflict between the priest and his minions on the one 
gide aud a liberty-loving and philosophic people on the other 
side will be inevitable. 

Then, if not before, will the value of a Secular Union of a 
crystallized and known quantity be better understood and 
more fully realized. ; 

The Farmers’ Alliance, Knights of Labor, and other kin- 
‘dred organizations are the best schools ever devised for 
. developing a better manhood, a freer thought, and a con- 

tempt for bossism, either in society, in church, or in the 
state. These previous ordeals, with their trying and re- 
fining fires, will greatly fit and prepare our honest and sturdy 
yeomanry for the impending crisis which will surely come and 
try every man’s soul. Gro. B. Brown. 


Sr. Josera, Mo., Dec. 17, 1890. 
Mr. Eprron: I inclose for your perusal an article clipped 
from the St. Joseph Herald of this date : : 


French doctors hav been led of late by their investigations 
into hypnotism to go to Lourdes, where the wonderful mira- 
cle cures hav been made under Roman Catholic ministra- 
tions. A very large number of the most famous physicians 
of France hav been in attendance during the pilgrimages 
and processions. They selected no cases for their observa- 
tion but those of lesions or wounds or lung consumption in 
the last stages, all certified as discharged from eminent hos- 
pitals as incurable. And what do they report? These 
former urbelieving, scoffing, hard-headed doctors—what do 
they report? Here is the language used in their report: 

"We saw consumptive cured; patients who were the 
-bearers of the most explicit attestations from the medical 
men who had attended them. Oa these we could scarcely 
discover the traces of 8 congestion all but perfectly obliter- 
ated. Lungs in which tubercles and bacilli had been in full 
evolution for months and years were not yet quite perfectly 

permeable to the air, and still gave out now and then a slight 
hissing sound. But all morbid action seemed arrested, and 
the patients declared that tbeir organs were as well as ever, 
and they felt as they had not felt for a very long time. Are 
these results to be lasting? We cannot reply affirmativly at 
present. But such as they are, they are surely most impor- 
tant. There can be no illusion in what has taken place. 
The -facts are too numerous and too overwhelming. Such 
profound modifications as I hav described are not the effect 
of nervous commotion or of imagination. Try in a hospital 
to make fifteen or twenty such consumptive get up from 
their beda; stop the fever. expectoratiops, sweats, and ali 
the phenomena of organic decomposition; restore to all 
these sufferers theirttrength. their healthy color, their joy- 
ousness; fill up these cavernous voids in their lenga, the 
progress of which you daily followed with your cur, Put 


-| subjects, and givs all sides a chance at its columns. 


healthy tissue in the place of these ulcers, of these mortified 
tissues, just as you close up a wound by covering it over 
with sound flesh. Do all this in an instant, in a single sec- 
ond of time, and then tell me if you hav in this only done à 
thing of no account, and undeserving of serious attention. 
There exists, therefore, outside of us, beyond the sphere of 
all human resources, an agent who intervenes and leaves 
behind him the undeniable impress of his manifestations. 
This is what we shall see with still further evidence, when 
we enter On the detail of the facts submitted to our investi- 
gation.” 

The report is very long and minute. Truly we livin a 
wondrous age. 


The Herald is a very fair and Liberal paper on religious 
Many 
of our Freethought citizens hav availed themselvs of the 
privilege, and occasionally an article is inserted which 
makes narrow-minded orthodox folks open their eyes, and 
calls forth their criticisms. This clipping bears the ear- 
marks of being placed in the Herald's columns by a Roman 
Catholic. If the statement it contains is false, it ought to 
be exposed. If true, I, in common no doubt with many of 
your subscribers, would like to hear your comments, as we 
believe the age of miracles is past, if it ever did exist. 
Respectfully, * * 


[The famous physicians are humbugs; the cures are hum- 
bugs; the report is a humbug. Why should Europe go 
crazy over Koch's lymph if a journey to Lourdes would 
cure consumption 7— Ep. T. S.] 


CULLMAN, ALA., Dec. 8, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrog: I hereby send you a genuin hypocritical 
and dangerous notification : 


MR WILIA RiogmER, City: Convinced of the baneful ef- 
fects of keeping open saloons on the Sabbath and of the in- 
discriminate sale of liquors to minors and to persons of 
known intemperate habits, and knowing that there is a dis- 
position on the part of some of the saloonkeepers of our town 
to observe the law when assured that the others will do 
likewise, we respectfully notify you as we hav all the others 
that prosecutions will be instituted and vigorously followed 
up against all persons violating the law regulating the sale of 
-liquors in the future. We hav no disposition to prosecute 
for former offenses any person who faithfully observes the law 
in the future, but those who do not will be prosecuted for 
past as well as future violations of the Jaw. Your at'en- 
tion is called to Section 1320 of the code, Vol. I, and to 3910, 
Vol. II. Approved this 17th dav.of Nov., 1890. 

G. W. HANIIN, Chairman. 
W. H. Jongs, Secretary. 


ae ae 
. L. MAUGUIRE : 
Cras. M. Brown, licis 

M.F. Jomwsow, J 

Cullman was organized by Germans some sixteen years 
ago. I keep hotel in one house and saloon in the adjoining 
house. My customers like drinks while eating their meals. 
My saloon is always closed on the so-called Sabbath. About 
five years ago some hypocrits built a house for the Lord (he 
never told them to build him a house). I paid part of it as 
subscription. They always go to the saloonkeeper with the 
subscription list. Now they come and say, Keep your 
door closed on the Sabbath.” Who made the Sabbath? I 
pay the license for privilege to sell three hundred and sixty- 
five days. I pay the state of Alabama for selling three hun- 
dred and sixty-five days. I pay thecounty of Cullman for 
selling three hundred and sixty-five days. I pay to the city 
of Cullman for selling three hundred and sixty-five days. 
They say nothing in the license to the effect that I shall not 
keep open doors on their Sabbath. 


Money! oh, money! thy praise I sing! 
Thou art my savior, my god, and my king! 
"Tis for thee that I preach, and for thee that I pray, 
And make a collection twice each Sabbath day. 
(The church has its door wide open on the Sabbath day, 
for the purpose shown in the above four lines.) 
Money, that’s the real trinity— 
Three in one and one in three. 


Priests may call thee filthy trash, 
Yet I know they preach for cash. 


(The citizen’s door shall be closed on the Sabbath ; the. 


church has its door wide open.) 


Bishops make a heavy pile, 
Knowing well that all the while 
They are gathering coals to swell 
Their own fires in blazing hell. 


Tours, WM. RICOH TRR. 


[It seems to us that Mr. Richter would hav done well not 
to help build that church, as from a business point of view he 
made a bad investment.— Ep. T. S.] 


CoL UB Us, K AN., Dec. 26, 1890. 

MR. EprroR: I will say a word on the true and perverted 
functions of faith, hope, and love. The errors and darkness 
of metaphysical and theological teachings fled from me fifty- 
five years ago, when from observation and comparison I 
learned that the brain is the organ of the mind—of all 
thought, feelings, emotions, motivs, impressions. How 
anyone can believe this and be orthodox is, to me, strange; 
yet I hav known many orthodox phrenological preachers. 
I saw, forty-seven years ago, poor, deluded women ravingly 
insane when Millerism excited to abnormal action the region 
of faith, hope, and love; and Millerism sent fifty such per- 
sons to the New York lunatic asylum. Itold a young man 
whose head was hot in this region of faith, and wbo believed 
he had committed the unpardonable sin,“ to keep away 
from religious meetings; but he did not, and was sent to 
the asylum and died there. The world is full of facts, con- 
stantly occurring, showing the false and perverted action of 
faith, hope, and love, bv which our Junatic asylums are 
kept full, and suicide a^ d mn~? re mmitted 


I: is most Jefersai, ine cmnsx cf priestly wiek-d ese, to | 
excite to action, insane actiun, Lais regia of the h. ain, under ebe 


the delusion of saving the imaginary soul from the wrath of 
an imaginary God, in an imaginary future existence. 
My deluded and credulous parents, fifty to seventy years 
ago, used to sing, 
A charge to keep I hav, 
A God to glorify, 
A never.dying soul to save, 
And fit it for the sky. 
Also: 
Gird on the heavenly armor 
Of faith and hope and love ; 
And, when your race is ended, 
You'll reign with him above. 


My dear mother's head was extremely full in the region of 
these three inspiring emotions, and to hear her pray would 
melt the hardest heart. 

` In their normal action, in relation to this life, these 
spiritual forces uplifted and sustained her in the great trials 
and afflictions which she endured with surprising fortitude 
and sublime faith. I hav always noticed that persons 
largely developed in this cerebral region were thereby greatly 
inspired and sustained in the cares, burdens, and business of 
this life. It has been contended by some phrenologists that 
this region of the brain proves and relates to a future world 
of spirits. In my present mental status I am impressed 
that this might be added to Remsburg's False Claims.” I 
see no proof that any part of the brain, or any power, force, 
or faculty of the human mind, has any legitimate, natural, 
and normal relation to a future spirit land. 

For the enjoyment, inspiration, and purposes of this life a 
good degree of faith, hope, and love ave necessary, as well 
ag all the higher sentiments of the upper brain. They should 
be led and enlightened by the facts, science, and reason of 
the front brain, the lighthouse of the mind. If church and 
state permit natural cerebral growth, humanity will come by 
evolution out of the perverted action of all human forces to 
8 healthful and happy life, here in this life. Oh, how we all 
are, more or less, cheated out of life by false views and 
actions. J. H. Coox. 


ErrswonTH, ELLSWORTH county, KAN, Dec. 2, 1890. 
Mr. Epiror: For the past week I hav been circulatin 
the petition cut from your paper to keep open the World’s 
Fair at Chicago in 1898 on Sundays. I hav secured eight 
hundred and sixty names. I could not very well confine 
myself to the city, and thought it just as well to take all the 
names I could get and head the petition Ellsworth county 
instead of city. I hav spent eight days at as hard labor as 
I ever did in my life; but feel well paid for my time, al- 
though I got many bitter sneers and gome that I called in- 
sults. The Rev. Mr. Bull, Methodist, said my zeal was 
worthy of a better cause; that the cause I represented ema- 
nated from saloon men and the devil I told him it was 
false; that he did not know where it emanated from and I 
did, and it was a fact with me and he was guessing at it 
from hisstandpoint. I asked a lady to sign the petition. 
She answered: No, I won't. I hav heard enough about 
you and your old paper." Another reverend, Mr. Orwig, 
Methodist, has stolen lumber at one of our yards and was 
caught by the owner of the lumber. He made him pay for 
it, and when the reverend asked for a receipt it was written 
in this wise: ‘‘ Received $5 from J. B. Orwig, for lumber 
that he stole." He demurred, but could get no other re. 
ceipt. I went to a law office to get the lawyer’s name. He 
and his wife signed, and several others. This Rev. Mr. Or- 
wig was in the crowd. When I was half. way down the steps 
he came rushing wildly after me and said, I want to sign 
that petition.” I gave him the pencil. Now," says he, 
* this is to keep the Fair closed on Sunday.” I said, No, 
it is to keep it open each and every Sunday of its continu- 
ance.” He exclaimed, ‘‘ You wicked woman, I should think 
you would be ashamed to carry such a paper in the streets!“ 
I quietly said, ‘‘ That is only a difference of opinion,” and 
‘walked away. But from the more thoughtful I received 
many glorious words of good cheer, and it did me a large 
amount of good. One German said he was never more gur- 
prised than to see an American woman carrying a petition 
for opening anything on Sunday. All he had seen them in- 
terested in was closing everything but churches. His name 
is Voit Sander. He livs at Wilson, this county. The chat 


‘| I had with him did me much good, and lightened the bur- 


den. I was cheered by many other Germans, and some of 
our own nationality spoke many words of cheer to this 
weary pilgrim as she tramped the streets, not of the New 
Jerusalem, but of dusty Ellsworth. One old German 
amused me very much when I asked him if he would sign 
the petition. He said: No, sir, me no sign dot. If mine 
wife bees sick mit a baby on de Sunday I can no get de doc- 
tor til de Monday.” I said: Oh, no, that is not the kind 
of a paper this is. I don't belong to the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union nor the National Sabbath Union." There 
was another German there that could read in Eoglism. He 
explained to him what it was for, and told him he knew me 
and it was all right. So he signed the petition. And when 
I was coming home in the evening I met the old German. 
He said to me, ‘‘ How many names did you get this after. 
noon?" I replied, * About forty.” ''Ah," he said, if J 
had been wit you you would hav more nor hundred.” I 
told him I believed it. On the petition are nearly all the 
business men of this place, lawyers all but one, doctors al! 

but two, merchants all but three dry.goods men and 
grocers, lumbermen all but one, blacksmiths all but one, all 
the hotel men—of which there are four—nearly all the me- 

chanics. The professors and teachers nearly all hav signed 

the petition. And I am glad to send you so many naues 

that I think would vote for separation of church and siate. 

J conld get more signers but cannot spare the time no ~, it 

is S near Ca ns. Wishing you esd Pas Tauri SyEKER 

Mus. Sa hA E J. MEIGTER. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 10, 1891. 


¶ liildren x Corner. 


Adited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
tis Oorner should be sent. 


— 


„Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


Fragrant Fields of Corn. 


I walked alone one summer morn 

Along the fragrant fields of corn, 

And rye, and wheat in waves between 
Where millet spread its carpet green, 
Ooutrasting with the darker woods 

Where farmers plant the solitudes 

On hill, and vale, and upland plain, 

Whose whispering leaves, like song of rain, 
Sang low to me that lovely morn 

Whose fragrance came from fields of corn. 


The buckwheat made & foamy gea, 

Bo white its scented blossoms be, 

And every lark upon the wing 

With orioles came by to sing ; 

While bees of ours had yellow gold, 

And almost more than they could hold 

Or carry home, such clumsy flight — 

They made upon their waves of white. 

For weeks the gun xo fierce came down . 
The blackbirds’ coats were turned to brown 
Like any sad veil of a nun, 

And yet I loved them, every one: 

Bo joyous ou that harvest morn : 
They sang above the fragrant corn. 


In prairie-lanes, whose willow walls 

Are green as ivied waterfalls, 

The children rest in shadows cool 

Upon their morning way to 8choo]. 

Green walls found north, nor east, nor south, 
But in the west where rosy mouth 

Of singing boy, or whistling bird, 

The leaves with song hav round us stirred ; 
And bird with wing of blue or brown, 
Bird, red or black, from farm and town, 
Sang songs that hid the roses’ thorn 
Along the fields of rustling corn. 


Oh! wind-blown fields, how like the wave 
Of ocean o'er a brother's grave! 

And how like monument of his 

Your every shining tassel is; 

When his last bed is marked by reeds 
And slender leaves mid ocean weeds, 
Where golden sunlight shimmers through 
The pointed spires and billows blue. 


How many slumbering races sleep 
Below these furrows long and deep! 
Beyond the reach of hunters’ horn, 
And low, sweet song of tasseled corn. 
Each russet row beneath these shades 
Has felt the shock of warrior blades, 
A legion battles, aye, and more, 
Fought out upon this sanded floor; 
Fields lost and won, and won and lost, 
Uoon the tide of centuries tossed, 
Where man and beast, and beast and man, 
Hav filled the universal plan, 
To dig and delve and burrow where 
Some prior owner held his lair; 
Some insect, fish, or savage crew, 

“ Survival of the fittest ” grew, ag? 
Aud yet, to me, what songs are borne 
Upon these fields-of fragrant corn ! 


Clearwater, Neb. Mary Bargo Finca, 
to —— ——— 
Jefferson's Views of Religion. 


[The following extracts are from a letter of 
Thomas Jefferson to his nephew, Peter Carr, 
while the latter was in college in 1787.] 


Religion.—In the first place divest your- 
self of all bias in favor of novelty or singu. 
larity of opinion. Indulge them on any other 
gubject than on that of religion. 

On the other hand, shake off all the fears 
and servil prejudices under which weak 
minds are servilly crouched. 

Fix reason firmly in her seat, and call to 
her tribunal every fact, every opinion. 

Question with boldness even the existence 
of a God; because if there be one, he must 
more approve the homage of reason than of 
blindfold fear. 

‘You will naturally examin, first, the re- 
ligion of your own country. Read the Bible, 
then, as you would Livy or Tacitus. For ex- 
ample, in the book of Joshua we are told the 
sun stood still for several hours. 

Were we to read that in Livy or Tacitus, 
we should class it with their showers of 
blood, speaking of their statues, beasts, etc. 

But it is said that the writer of that book 
was inspired. Examin, therefore, candidly, 
what evidence there is of his having been in- 
spired. The pretension is entitled to your 
inquiry, because millions believe it. On the 
other hand, you are astronomer enough to 
know how contraryit is to the law of nature. 
You will next read the New Testament. It 
is the history of a person called Jesus. Keep 
in your eye the opposit pretensions: First, 
of those who say he was begotten by God, 
born of a virgin, suspended and reversed the 
laws of nature at will, and ascended bodily 
into heaven; and second, of those who say 
he was of illegitimate birth, of a benevolent 


heart, enthusiastic mind, who set out with 
pretensions to divinity, ended in believing 
them, and was punished capitally for sedi- 
tion, by being gibbeted, according to the 
Roman law, which punished the first com. 
mission of that offense by whipping, and the 
second by exile, or death (See this law in 
Digest, lib. 48, tit. 19, J 28, 8, and Lipsius, 
lib. 2, De Cruce, cap. 2). 

Do not be frightened from this inquiry by 
any fear of its consequences. If it ends in a 
belief that there is no God you will find 
incitements to virtue in the comfort and 
pleasantness you feel in its exercise and the 
love of others which it will procure you. If 
you find reason to believe there is a God, a 
consciousness that you are acting under his 
eye and that he approves you, will be a 
vast additionalincitement. If that Jesus was 
also God, you will be comforted by a belief of 
his aid and love. Your own reason is the 
only oracle given you by heaven; and you 
are answerable not for the rightness, but up- 
rightness of the decision. 

In another letter to the same nephew he 
said: ‘*Giv up money, giv up fame, giv up 
science, giv up the earth itself and all it con- 
tains, rather than do an immoral act. And 
never suppose that in any possible situation 
or any circumstance it is best for you to do 
a dishonorable thing.” 

— 9 4 k ů— 


Correspondence. 


CLEARWATER, Nzs., Nov. 27, 290. 

My Drar Miss Wixox: I inclose a poem 
for the Children’s Corner, but am fearful that 
it should prove too lengthy. If so, cast it 
aside and I shall not complain. The Corner 
is improving. The Corner Gospel ”is very 
entertaining and instructiv. Everyone can 
learn from such preaching.” 

Wishing you success, I am, 

Yours for humanity, MART B. FIN OR. 
VERSAILLES, IND., Nov. 4, 1890. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: As we are enjoying a 
day of vacation from school on account of the 
election, I hav voted to write to the Corner. 

I studied the high school course last year, 
but this year I thought I would be more bene- 
fited by making a complete review of English 
history, algebra, and the common branches. 
The study of United States history is in- 
tensely interesting to me, as I hav a great 
many chances of giving my opinion to our 
Christian professor as to the trouble religion 
has caused the United States. As you are all 
aware, the name of Thomas Paine is never 
mentioned in the histories of the common 
school. Yet I never, when the opportunity 
occurs, fail to giv this great man the honor 
due him, much to the ‘disgust of my more 
Christian schoolmates. I hope all of my 
young friends will do the same. Let us 
always stand up for the right. 

Every four weeks we hav literary exercises, 
including a debate. The subject of the last 
debate Was, Resolved, that education is 
more beneficial to mankind than wealth." 
The argument on both sides was very good; 
but the affirmativ side ruled. One young 
man in particular, who professes to be a Lib- 
eral, declared that the Bible advocates educa- 
tion—that it is the grandest book, the book 
of life, the book of inspiration, the book of 
all books. I took the opportunity of asking 
him while he stood with a crowd of compan- 
fons discussing the late debate if he was sin- 
cere in everything he said in his argument. 
He took the hint directly, or rather he under- 
stood instantly to what part of his debate I 
referred, but he seemed to desire that I 
should say nothing more about it. Turning 
to his companions he said he would lie any 
time to gain & point." I intend to try to per- 
suade him that it is wrong to act the hypocrit. 
He is well educated and is very energetic, 
and I think he would be a valuable Liberal if 
he could only see that it is unmanly to act 
the hypocrit. Now, my young friends, I 
hope none of you will ever do as this young 
man has done. Ratber be nothing than pre- 
tend to be both Christian and Liberal, for as 
the saying is, * between two stools you will 
fall to the ground." 

I also was on the affirmativ side, and in the 
argument mentioned that saying in the Bible, 
** A rich man can no more enter the kingdom 
of heaven than a camel can pass through a 
needle's eye." At the close of the debate our 
professor said he would giv us a bit of infor- 
mation; that needle’s eye was the name of 8 
gate through which no came! could pass; 
that at night a traveler would unload his 
camel and take his goods into the city, leav- 
ing his camel outside. Now, Miss Wixon, I 
would like to know from good authority if 
this ig true. I would also like to know if 
Jefferson ever was thoroughly Christian be- 
fore he died. A minister was our teacher a 
few years ago, and once, in a grammar lesson, 
inquired if the word God was always capital. 
ized. I told him I thought it not always the 
case; that some writers write the word with 
a small letter, signifying their disbelief in 
such a being. He said that was so: that Jef- 
ferson always wrote the word with a small 
letter. But,“ he said, turning a significant 
look upon me, I hav reason to believe that 
he changed his views before his death." I 
was very indignant at this remark, and fail- 
ing to find anything concerning it in either 
our books or the books of the town library, 


I thought, perhaps, you could giv me the 
desired information. 

hav never been able to find a good 
account of his life. This is the reason why 
I should like to hav it answered. - 

This same minister, when asked by me to 
explain the sentence in one of the notes of 
Hutchinson's ** Physiology,” ‘‘ Health keeps 
the Atheist in the dark," said that when & 
person is in good health he feels independent 
of everyone, and is therefore an Infidel; 
when he is in bad health, he feels that he is de- 
pendent upon some one greater than himself, 
and is therefore a Christian. 

From this I concluded that all the Chris- 
tians are diseased in body, and no doubt in 
mind also. But I do not believe what he 
said, for I know a great many stanch Liber- 
als who are very sickly. 

I am fifteen years old, and would like to 
hav some girl of about my own age to cor- 
respond with me. 

In the hopes that my letter will not find a 
place in the waste-basket, I remain, 

Your friend, Emma BrOOKINGER. 


[Remargs.—Some Bible commentaries con- 
tain statements as given by the professor 
mentioned above. So we hav been told, but 
how well authenticated those statements may 
be we hav no means of knowing. The. word 
of God" should be more explicit. In either 
case, whether is meant a narrow gateway or 
the eye of an ordinary sewing needle, the 
difficulty of getting a rich man into heaven 
would seem to be about the same. There is 


no authority, to our knowledge, that the great 


Jefferson changed his theological views before 
his death. He died as he lived, a pronounced 
Liberal, hating all forms of tyranny over the 
human mind. He spoke of orthodoxy as 
“the incomprehensible jargon of the trinita- 
rian arithmetic that three are one and one is 
three." After he was eighty years of age he 
was still more confirmed in his Liberal ideas. 
In another column we giv Jefferson's views 
on religion as addressed to his nephew.—Eb. 
C. C] 


Mary and Her Little Lamb. 

Perhaps the majority of boys and girls 
when they grow up to be men and women 
come to the conclusion that Mary and her 
lamb were both fictions, as much as the old 
woman who lived in a shoe, or Cinderella; 
but strange to say, there was a Mary and also 
a lamb, and the world-famous ditty was 
founded on fact, as Golden Days recently ex- 
plained. The author was Sarah J. Hale, who 
died in Philadelphia some years ago at the 
age of eighty-six. The lamb, as previously 
remarked, must hav died long ago, and on 
Dec. 10, 1889, the heroin of the poem 
breathed her last. Her name was Mary F. 
Sawyer. She was born in Sterling, Mass., in 
1806, and in that town the lamb episode is 
said to hav occurred. i 

It does not appear that Mary otherwise dis- 
tinguished herself than in owning the lamb, 
but the poem givs us the assurance that she 
was a very kind-hearted girl, and in that 
respect she maintained her reputation until 
the day of her death. Her married name 
was Tyler, and as Aunt Mary Tyler she 
was known by all and esteemed by all. 
Thus the famous trio disappear from the 
earth, Mary and her lamb and the woman 
who made them both renowned. The poem 
itself is one of those imperishable things like 
the ‘‘ Iliad,” which generations yet to come 
will read with undiminished pleasure. There 
is no use speculating as to the cause of its 
popularity—it has come to stay. ? 

— e — — 


For Adoption. 

A gentleman living near Allegan, Mich., 
relates an interesting story of feline sagacity. 
Some person owning a cat with three kittens, 
and desiring to be rid of them, took them ina 
bag to a wood near the gentleman's house, 
and dropped them. 

In a short time the mother cat was seen to 
approach the house with a kitten in her 
mouth. Reaching the door she dropped the 
kitten and retreated to the woods, from 
whence she 800n returned with another kit- 
ten; but instead of leaving it where the first 
was left, she took it to a neighboring house, 
then returning to the woods brought out the 
third and last kitten, and left it at still another 
neighbor’s. 

The old cat then disappeared, and was not 
seen again until it was time for the kittens to 
be fed, when she visited each house, nursed 
tbe kittens, and then disappeared again. 

This course of procedure she followed until 
the kittens were weaned, when she disap- 
peared, and has not been secnsince. Was it 
reason or instinct that caused the mother cat 
to distribute the kittens to different homes, 
go that all might be adopted and the lives of 
all be spared ?— Youth's Companion. 


THE ; 
French Invasion of Ireland in '98, 


Leaves of Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroic Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFF. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and gold side stamps. Price, $1.50. 


The present volume is an effort to rescue from 
comparative oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war. . . . It points a moral that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail to receive 
appreciation. shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition, . . . 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religions 
and Political intolerance both ou the tyrant and 
the victim. Contains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inapiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man's reason, 
and to his ‘noblest sentiments: never to his sel 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present 
The romantic narrativ is rich in itg forecast of 
actual possibilities.—-[Boston Traveler. 


12m0, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 
Price, . . . . 


RELIGION OFMAN 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 


A Historical and Critical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


Contents : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Christian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate, Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo. 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis. 
dom. Charterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So- 
ciety to Criminale., Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


The Agn»stic Annual 
FOR 1891. 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


CONTENTS. 
An Agnostic View of the Bible..... Samuel Lainz. 


Fundamental Theses of Agnosticism. B TER 
„ B. So., . D. 


Agnosticism and the Church of England. 


Amos Waters. 
Avatar, Come! A Poem. 
a Saladin (W. Stewart Rose). 
The Instability of Faiths.Hon. O. K. Tuckerman. 
The Iron Hand Under the Velvet Giove. 


3 M G. J. Holyoake. 
Practical Religion . . Charles Watts. 
The Cinerary Urn. A Bonnet, . 
. Author of “ Cæsar in Egypt.’ 
The New Anglicani8m................... B. Russell. 
Androgynous Gods. 
H. J. Hardwicke, M.D., F. R. O. S. 


10 cents. 


Is Agnosticism Sound 7 aul Carus. 
* Ig Agnosticism Sound:? 

Saladin (W. Stewart Ross). 
The Poems of Joseph Ellis...... Mirabeau Brown. 


Price, 25 cents. For gale at this office. 


The Candle From Under the 
Bushel i 
(Mark iv, 31); or, f 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy : 
And for the Consideration of Others. 


Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM Har. 
Price, — 50 cents. 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.” svo, S38pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not go far to sustain. Spiritualism as to 
show that Ohristians are inconsistent in deny. 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. ] 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL HyMN-Book contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mra. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined: ít. Price 
% conte Address Tus TRUTH SzEKER Oo. . 


SEEKER, JANUARY 16, 1891. 28 


THE TRUTH 


NOW READY.-PRICE, $2 AND $2.50. 


The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text Book. 


SHOWING : 
THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION, 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS, 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE 
ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


Designs bv Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


CONTENTS: 
Uncle Sam and the Priests. The Church and Thomas Paine. The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross. 
The Posta that Bother Wel Sam, Not Tue Pre ame. a tho Patriot medans. -Its Evolution. 
nole Sam Sleeps, but the Priests do Not. e Preacher e Patriot. 
Bomaniam with Her Mask On. a One Work by Paine Outweighs All the Preach- Their Scientific Records Compared. m Unkind Reflections Upon thc 
The Mask Of. "n ue dod whe ub A Two Samples of Christianity’s Church. 
ubmit to the Roman Ponti to ” y Paino Was Denounced, i 
The Skeleton that Uncle Bam may Some Day Paine’s Services and His Reward from the Work. ; The Old Visor and fis Whole 
nd in his Closet. urch. : Romans of the Past and Present. The Ory of the Ohurch 0955 t Hurt O 
Aus 1 1118 n 8 ; Once Upon a Time a Donkey Kicked a Lion. Peruvians Before and Since the Conquest. x: Salting e 
Joe EP, of tho Berpent, Studies in Natural History. Missionaries Shake, Old Man; We're on the Same Lay 
Some | i Immigrants. ‘A Question for Theological ee NP Hypoorisy of Ohristian Missionary Effort—I. Fe RU nats worker to Methodist min. 
«Where Liberty Reigns the Tyrant Seeks to Some Problems in Evolution. i So cn Caen thaw Va = “I. . 
Slay Her. — La Balle. : The Prototype of the Methodist Revival. Qhristian Missionaries in India. a, Persecutions by the Church. 
The Outcome of Church and State. Union. Religion in Man and Instinct in the Brnte. Missionary Methods in the Cburch of Englan 
The God-in-the-Constitution Guerillas. —Lib- A Poor Rule That Doesn't Work Both Ways. The Burning of Bruno. 
erty in Peril. The Bible and Science. The Lord’s Inst i The Only Thing on Which the Sects Agree. 
Religious Treason the Ruin of the Republic. The Bible and Geology he Lord's Instruments. an naelcomo il A ee 
A Transformation of the Bartholdi Statue ‘The Bible and Geography Religious Bule. Ae tan the Mado bho e 
which may be Expected under Religious i 6 uperstition the Same in All Places and Ages. 
Rule. The Clergy and their Flocks. Bible Doctrines and their Results, Banishment of Roger Williams. 1 
What Unele Sam Should Do. Shearing Time. Biblical Temperance Statements. | 155 af pd. cGiynn—the Church True to Her 
The Church Robbing the People The Clergy's Hold Upon the People. : ; pplied. . Casting Pearls Before Swine. 
3 i - E The Christian Scheme from Ganesis to the . 
Now York City's Annual Gift to the Churches. Ope gf a Very Numerous Class. Synoptical Gospels, and the Practical Re- ` The Bigotry of Ohuroh and State. 
The Taxpayers and the Ohurches—I. Duty to the Olergy. 7 . sults, Some Allegories 
: eek Oe a “ -JI At Conference Time. ` The Authority of the Footpad. The Genii who P p de O the Boad to 
Thanksgiving. Work of a Methodist Conference in New York Mhe Wisdom of Solomon... ‘Radio. ee 
Thankgeiving—I. The Burden of the Cross. Result of Faith at Findlay, Ohio. "zug Three Graces of Infidelity. 
«„ —IIII. i ConsspHen et Certes Priv: Disbelieving 1^ m i : ee i > Tho Trinity that Ruled the World in the Derk 
Irresponsibility of Chbristians—Whence they ges. 
Sabbath Laws. Que ATE GE the er ben Pastor Spe VM Otter epe Her ura Ghosts Go” randa 
: Babbatarian Efforts in the National Senate. One Triumphant Saint. : Jesus Paid It All. The Race Between America's Infidel Urawor 
Sunday in a Sabbatarian City, 2 Appearance and Fast. : A Candidate for Glory—An Old Sinner, buta and England's Christian Rtatosman, 
The Olergy's Opportunity. Ohaplains in the Army and Navy. gor Sant. Believ The Enemy and the Eriona at L berty. 
As the Olergy Desire Bunday" T. A Desirable Bargain. Following Christ. en A Now Rendering of an Old Rhyme. 
„ „ (44 u III Piety in Our Penitentiaries An Earnest Christian. An Error in Biblical Navigation. 
T jum : 2 A Trial of Faith. The World Still Moves. 
The children and the church. A Roligions Frososslon, l Tho Fanlts in Christian Morglitr.—Ij Heaven 
Tx Ways to Go. The Atonement Scheme, HE ages ak EE T : 
Which Shall We Have? The Atonement Doctrine. dé Ww c ii "es On the Probation Plan iz noone Outside of the 
A Teacher We Do Not Want. Practical Application of the Atonement. “ “ « « “u V. ox 55 4 New erupalom; ide of th 
The Shadow in Our Schools, The Great Efficacy of Baptism. i January, 18 On tho Probation Plan, Scene Inside of the 
A New Application of an Old Text How to Get a Halo anda H An Incident of a Snow-storm, January, 1889. Gates of the New Jerusalem. 
The Re tiles in the Path. : Divine Benefigence. . npe Ty 91. 5 n F 
Recruiting for Church Institutions. The Tabernacles of the Lord—I. On tho Anzious of an Alleged O Hell 
‘A Parochial School Lesson. 15 ie a “IT erent Stories of an Alleged Occurrence. 55 . - — Bick 
Products of the Parochial ? istim ivi € ow to Make the Roa alvation Plain. 
produsta of the Pa 58. Schools A Few Vistims of Divine Beneficence. The Church and Slavery. Tho Glory of Election. 
A Web. for the wowary. Prayer. The Ghost in the Methodist Ohurchyard. The Amusqnent of the Bainta in Heaven. 
e gious Trap. i i i orical Surprise Party. 
Sunday-School Scholars. A Drouth in O ambridge, IE An aber: Priests in Politics. The Theologians and Skeptics. 
The Joys of the Sunday. School Boy. The Creeds. ` The Colossus of New York igi : The Devil's Occupation Gone. 
Woman and the Church, What Is Christianity t—I. ü The AEREE n Ill ousRogUes. Miscellaneous. 
Woman's Path from Servitude to Freedom. TE. “ II.. reland an e euren. Talmage's Petrified Blasphemer--A Religions 
Encouragement to Go Astray. 4 4 is III. A Contribution to the Irish Question. . Campaign Story of 86. 
Bt. Paul as a Member of the School Board. The Olamor of the Oreeds. The Churches in Ireland. The Futility of Hitehing Evolution to Ortho- 
fhe Ohurch's Use for Woman. Sustaining the Oreeds. : The Gospel of Peace in Ireland. doxy. 
B gontrast, qne Greeqal Riddle. ld ` The Trouble With Pat. The Evolution ofa Baoramont, xS i 
ishing. e Oreeds of the World. int to Talmage, Sam Jones, et al. 
Woman the Supporter of Preacher and Pope. Ohristianity's Holy Family. The Church’s Idea of Civilization. Pne Women’s Christian Temperance Unton’s 
Helping the Ohnrch. Janus-faced Oreedalists. The Gallows One of Ohristian Otvilization’s rusade. 
The Ohuroh’s Chief Support. The Oreedalists and the Government—“Gur Adjunots, Tools of the Olerical Trade. 
When. Womanhood A wakes. God, Our Country, and an Appropriation.': What Rome Would Use to Civilize People. The Modern Balaam. 
— — 


AUTHORITIES QUOTED: 


President John Adams, Robert C. Adams, D'Aubigne's History of the Reformation, Athanasian Creed, Prof. H. G. Atkinson, Matthew Arnold, Lord Amberley, Account of 
the Irish Massacre, Cardinal Baronius, Cardinal Bellarmine, Byron, Senator Henry W. Blair, D. M. Bennett, H. W. Beecher, Burnett’s History of My Own Times, Annie Besant, 
Buck's Theological Dictionary, Buckle's History of Civilization, Brooks Adamsa Emancipation of Massachusetts, Governor Brownlow of Tennessee, J. M. Buckley, D.D., Charles 
Bradlaugh, Professor Buchner, Beauchamp, Prof. James Bryce, M.P., Edward Beecher, Bible Myths, A. Bierbower, M. Babcock, Council of Constance, Ohristian Statesman, Dr. 
Thomas Cooper, Rev. James Freeman Clarke, Dr. Carpenter, Christian Advocate, Catholic. Review, Catholic World, Chiniquy's Fifty Years in the Church of Rome, Rev. Moncure D. 

Conway, Thomas Carlyle, Presbyterian Confession of Faith, Zhe Ohronicle of Perth, Jesus (Christ, Congregational Creed, Prof. W. K. Clifford, Archbishop Corrigan, William Cobbett 
on the English Church, OatAolic Union and Times, Chambers's Cyclopedia, Cassius Clay, Prof. Theodore Dwight, Darwin, William Dentou, Dana’s Manual of Geology, Prof. Van 
Buren Denslow, Durham's Commentarie Upon the Book of Revelation, Dowling’s History of Romanism, Diderot, Draper’s Intellectual Development of Europe, Draper's Conflict 
Between Religion and Science, Chauncey M. Depew, Edward Everett, Emmons's Volume of Sermons, Jonathan Edwards, Benjamin Franklin, San Francisco Freethought, Jas. Anthony 
Froude, Garibaldi, Guizot (French Historian), Gregory VII., President J. A. Garfield, President U. S. Grant, A. J. Grover, Boston Globe, Gamble, Helea H. Gardener, Matilda Joslyn 
Gage, Gibbon, Genesis, Rev. E. E. Guild, Gillespie's Aaron’s Rod Blossoming, Greg’s Creed of Christendom, Goethe, Cardinal Gibbons, Patrick Henry, Alvah Hovey, D.D., President 
Newton Theological Institution; D'Holbach, Victor Hugo, Dexter A. Hawkins, Ernst Haeckel, Hecker's Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages, Professor Huxley, Hutchinson's Exposi- 
tion of the Minor Prophets, Hobbes, Harper's Weekly, Hallam’s History of the Middle Ages, Ingersoll, President Thomas Jefferson, C. H. Jones, ed. Chris. Paper of Chicago; O. D. 
Jones in Am. Nonconformist, Kingsley's Natural History, Abner Kueeland, Lecky's Rationai'ism in Europe, Leo XIII. (Pope), Loyola, Lafayette, Henry Luttrell, Martin Luther, Locke, 
Macaulay, President Madison, President Monroe, Dean Milman, Milton, W. H.. H. Murr: y, Dr. McGlynn, Hon. Stanley Matthews, of the U. S. Supreme Court, Manu, Cardinal 
Manning, Maine’s Ancient Law, Arthur B. Moss, Massachusetts Records, Morell's His'ory of Philosophy, Michelet, Moore, Missionary Herald, Mohammedan Emir to Bishop 
Crowther, John Stuart Mill, Wm. McDonnell’s Heathens of the Heath, Mackenzie’s History of the XIX Century, New Haven Colony Records, Neander, Church Historian ; Lord Neares, 
Nordau, Bishop O'Connor, Felix L. Oswald, Robert Dale Owen, Max O’Rell, People’s Cy clopedia, Pius IX. (Pope), Pius X. (Pope), Archbishop Paley, Parker Pillsbury, Bt. Paul, 
Thomas Paine, Plymouth Colony Records, Life of the Rev. Alexander Peden, Prescott (E(istory), John Peck, Prof. Richard A. Proctor, Josiah Quincy, Edgar Quinet, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin), Robertson, John E. Remsburg, Report of New York Catholic Proteetory, Rutherford's Religious Letters, Reade’s Martyrdom of Man, Report to House of Commons by 
Sheriff Allison of Glasgow, Renan, Archbishop Ryan, Robertson's Survey of the State of Eitrope, E. A. Stevens, T. W. Smith (American Missionary), Dr. Schaff, Prof. Church History 
in Union Theological Seminary, New York; Herbert Spencer, Dr. Josiah Strong, Schopen!:auer, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Shakspere, Charles Stephenson, Leslie Stephen, Elmina D. 
Slenker, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Strauss, A. C. Swinburne, THE TRUTH BEEKIE, New York Tablet (Roman Catholic), J. P. Thompson, Truth Seeker Annual, New York Times, The 
New Englander, Taylor, Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, U. S. Senate Reports, U. S. Senate Sund ay Bills, Upham's Salem Witchcraft, Voltaire, Volney, Gilbert Vale, Rev. Thomas Vincent, 
Cardinal Wiseman, President George Washington, Walt Whitman, J. M. Wheeler, Archbishop Whately, Daniel Webster, Rev. John Wesley, Prof. Andrew D. White, Wishart's 
Wee 7 p EUR uis of Montrose, John Wilson, M.A., Elizur Wright, Lieutenant Wood, U. 8. N., J. G. Whittier, E. C. Walker in Bible Temperance, Nathaniel Ramsay 
aters, ° . er. 


NEARLY 400 PAGES, 12 INCHES BY 9 INCHES, BOUND IN BOARDS, WITH ILLUMINATED COVER, $2; IN CLOTH, GOLD STAMP, $2.50. 


Sent by Mail on Receipt of Price by THE TRUTH SDIRER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New Yor City. 


36 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 


10 


18901 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 
ALABAMA. 
Star News Depot, 2,003 2d ave., Birmingham. 
CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Ball & McCarter. 7 W. First st., Los Angeles. 
Edwards & McKnight, 12 W. Ist st., Los: 
Angeles. l 
Max News Stand, 1st & Main sts., LosAngeles. | 
J. C. Scott, 22 Third st., San Francisco, Cat. 
Estate of 8. C. Blake, 503 Kearny st., San 
Francisco. [siseo. 
Richardson Bros., 218 Grant ave., San Fran- 
OANADA. 
T.C. Allen Co., 124 Granville st., Halifax, N.. 
Mrs. W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge ist., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
Thos. Moffatt, Orillia, Oat. 
R. W. Wheeler & Co., Hamilton, Ont. 
OOLORADO. 
J.C. Richey, 207 Harrison ave., Leadville. 
FLORIDA. 
Jas. Dougles, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
Post-office News Co., 108 Adams st., Chicago. 
G. E. Wilson, 914 S. State st, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
J. W. Howe, 48 8. Halstead st., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
Wm. E. Fa r, South Bend. 
KANSAS. 
E. D. Sharpnack, Galena, Kan. 
LOUISIANA. 
Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. 


New York State Bar Association, at Albany. 


The Humboldt Idt Library of Science 


In this series are ioc iis iis r epresented the writings of 
DARWIN, BPzNOv2, HUXLEY, TYNDALL, PROOTOR, 
OLIFFOBD and otner leaders of thought in our 
time, ac 50 to 75 per cent. tower than usual prices. 

" We have the Library bound in Complete Sets, as 
ollows : 


640 pages 870, and are arranged thus: 


Oloth, plain edge, $2 vol. (Sepcvat. ly or in sets.) 

Half seal, marbie euges, $2.7, vol. (In sets only.) 

New Srvrg.—Noe. 1 to 111 inclusive, are bound in 
18 vo. E., averaging 492 pages each, 8vo, thus: 


Cloth, extra, red edges, s: 75 per Jol. 2 B per set. 

Half seal, plain edges, 2.25 

Half seal, marble eiges, 2 50 

-Hlf Mor., marble edges, 2.75 
un sets. only. 


All of the following are octavo; cloth : 
WORKS BY PROFESSOR HUXLEY. 


Man's Place in Nature. Numerousill.; & 
"The Origin of Species. 2 books in 1 vol. 
ThePhysical Basis of Life & other Essays. 
Lectures on Evolution, Illustrated. 
2 books in 1 vol. 
Animal Automatism, and other Essays. 
Techaical Education, and other Essays. 
2 books in 1 vol. . 
WORKS BY OHARLES DARWIN. 
Origin of Species by Means of Natural 
Sclection; or, the Preservation of 


Favored Races in the Struggle for Life. 
New edition from the latest Eng. edition, 


80 
5 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROET. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 


7 


N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRIOE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., New Orleans. d 1 ‘With additions and Corrections. 2.25 
N. d. F. d 494 Conn t. Portland New Edition, FerisstondE ede Descent of Man, and Selection in Rela. 

, G. Fessenden, 434 Congress st., Portland. | MEN, WOMEN & GODS.| | iss, Wip ilastratipne. Noweat- , 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. BY HELEN H. GARDENER, Forma Hos ot are Mo. Through 
Johnson Bro's 5 N. Main st., Fall River. Introduction by i 8 AC Um d E m 11 Serva- 
A.M. Driscoll, 8} Front at., Worcester. BOBERT G. INGEBSOLL. ons on their Ha dtp. Y i S-rations. .75 

MICHIGAN. i : i Charles Darwin: His Life and Work: 
A. Atwood, Eston Rapids. The eas 85 d Paper, 50 cents. By Grant Allen. : m 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. vade Supplied at all Discounts. SELEOT WORKS BY GRANT ALLEN. 
Chas. Sach, Woodbine Cottage, Coit ave., Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, The Evolutionist at Large 

Grand Rapids. | 28 Lafayette Place, New York. Vignettes from Nature; TAL z a 

C. Holton & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at] Fore» and Energy: A The ory of D y: 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. this office. Price, 5) cents. namics, Sbookcin i vo £00 
MEME n fer. ™ 
E. T. Bett, an Olive 8 ons ars B 0 bmn cience ssa) D) !| Forms of Water in Clouds and Riv rs, 

il i NEBRASKA. . Ten Cents Each. Ic» and Te i bar Y pepe ti 

J. I. Freuhauf, Omaha. 1. HERBERT BPENOER : Hin life; writings, and ure oa ash. Illustrated. 
NEW JERSEY. hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 3 books in 1 vol. : 1.09 
C. Schmidt, 69 Pacific st., Newark. HOMESON: m 
i ‘ 2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, WORKS BY HERBERT SPENCER. 
J. Q. Hunter, 66 Wickliff st., Newark. and influence. By Rev. Jonn W. CHAD 
John Hossack, Danforth and Ocean ave. s SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION.| The Data of Ethics. ES 
Jersey C: ity. How suns and worlds eomeinto being. By] Education: Intellectual, Moral, and Phys- 
Casimir Davis, Woodstown. "Mr. GARBET P. SErviss. " ical; coe L ac With 
Us YORE. 4 pid ous T HE EARTH: The PorT of P D ‘quisition. 2800 5 a 1 vol. : 75 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. i l 1 f ee 
5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life] The. Genesis 0 Science. 
Burnton & C0. 92 Fourth ave., New York. begins, By Mr. WILLIAM POTTA. on The Factors of Organic Evolution. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. s. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order] 2 books in 1 vol.. E 


Mr. Kelly, 1248 Third ave., New York. 
R. W. Turner. 349 4th ave., New York. 
E. Friedman, 72 Canal st., New York. 
H. Cohn, 820 West st., New York. 
Morris Ash, 120 Broadway, New York. 
Gorge Gross, 1698 Broadway, New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 
J. H. Russell, Fulton & Nassau sts. 
J. Vanden Broeck, 397 Bleecker st. „New York. 
New Tork News Co., 20 Beekman st., 
R. J. King. 179 Bo. Pearl st., Albany. 
E. C. Weidman, 126 State ate, Rochester. 
OHIO. 

John Jacques, Akron. I 
N. Hexter, 808 Supenor street, Cleveland. 
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 
Emory P. Robinson, Sidney. 
W. Smith, 329 Superior st., Yoleveland. 
Benj. W aaas 319 Chillicothe street, Ports- 

mo (Cleveland. 
low Bartlett & Day, 259 Superior st., 

OREGON. 
8515 Hyland, Corvallis. 
H. Wilcox, Portland. 
W. Wedeken, Portland, Ore. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden 4 E 
George Longtord, 1106 Leopard st., 
J. A. Kirk. Du Bois. 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
Roman Staley, cor. Wood and 4th ave, 

Pittsburgh. 


7. 
lg, 


M. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARB 
15. 


of letters received from patients; some a re long 
too long to publish, some are short and good 


SELECT WORKS o SER RIOHARD A. PROO TOR, 
R. A. S. 

Light Science for Leisure Hours. 

Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 

flereditary ‘Traits, and other Essays. 

Miseellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 

Notes on Earthquakes, with 14 miscel- 


l&neous Essays. 
6 books in 1 vol. » 1.50 


SELECT WOBKS OF WM. KINGDON OLIF- 
FORD, F.R.A.3. 

Seeing and Thinking. 

The cientiflo Basis of Morals, and 
other HBS 

Conditions of Mental Development, and 
other Essays. 

„The Unseen niverse, and the Philoso- 
phy of the Pure Sciences. 

Cosmie Emotion: Also the “Tenohings 
of Science. 

5 books in 1 vol. 3 . . 1.25 
SELECT. WORKS OF ED W. CLODD, F. R A.B. 


The Childhood of Religion. 
The Birth and Growth of Myth. 
The Childhood of the Wor Me 

3 books in 1 vol. . 


„ SELECT WORKS OF TH. RIBOT, 
Translated from the French by J, Fitzgerald, M.A. 
The Diseases of Memory. 

The Diseases of the Will. 
The Diseases of Personality. 


of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
AYMOND. 
THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
nity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Cor: 
EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its 115 and de- 
velopment. By Dr. ROBERT G. ECOLES. 
. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By Jamus A. BEIL- 
TON. 


. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 
. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By DR. Lewis 


- PROOFS 01 OF EVOLUTION. By Netson OC. 
. EYOLUTION AS BELATED TO RELIGIOU 
OUGHT. By JoRN W. Onapwicx. 


1 NICHOLS. 
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The Mystery of Matter, and The Pnilos- 
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The Black Death. An Account of the 

Great Pestilence of the 14th Century; and 
The Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. 

By J. F. C. Hecker. M.D., 2 books in 1 vol. 
The Naturalist on the River Amazon, 
A Record of Adventurer, Habits of 
Animals, Sketches of Brazilian and Indian 
„Life and Aspects of Nature Under the 
“Equator, during Eleven Yeare of Travel, - 
by Henry y Walter Bates. F. L. S., Assis. Sec. 
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Thé] Risea and Bir Constitution of Uni- 
versities, wih a Survey of Medieval 
Education. B. Laurie L L.D., 
Professor of the Institutes aud History i 
Education in the University of Edinburgh. 

The Religions of the Ancient World, 
including Egypt, Assyria and Babylonia, 
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Fetichism ; A Contribution to Anthro- 
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Ghonevix ‘trench, D.D., Archbishop of 
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The Bawn of History: An Introduction 
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Ziberal Meeting — 


These notices are for the benefit. of Literals 
who may be visiting the places where these sole. 
ties are located. Local. Secular Untons and 
Fr ht Societies meeting regularly can 
han their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary in formation. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect. 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock a’ 
Liberal League Hail, 177 Halsey st., cor. Marke: 
st. Newark, N. J. Leotures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. : : 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch, 

124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 730. Lectures, debates. and diecus- 

sions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 


ident, Henry Binp; Secretary, CORA BELLE 
FLAdG. ' 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion . 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E D., at 3 P.M., every 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat. 
form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar å 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:80 P. M, for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson handatcheap rater, 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Seo. : 


Elzur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH BEEKER and Investi. 
gator are solicited, R. G. SMITH, Cor. Seo. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall) Lecture followed . 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 P M. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Bec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:80 P. M., at 412 Nicollet 
aye., Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis. 
Minn. J. F. MAOmnRER. Pros.; LEROY BEBRIER, Bec. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, B.E corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by diecussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 


FRANELIN STEINER; Pres. 
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A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
` Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 
For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
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9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 20 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
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R. B. Brigham, M. D . . . 5 

48 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 

~ Modern Symposium. . .... . . . . 10 
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L. K. WASHBUEN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It ia neatly printed on 
cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberal should hav this book 


in his home. It is now ready for delivery. 
Price, $1.00, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets everv Sunday at 7 30. P M. in the publio 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on ali subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. Feank Morse, Cor. Seo. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 

. eral Union : 
Of Los Angeles, Oal.. meets semi-monthly, first 
and*third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P. , at Parr's 
Hall. Everybody invited. MRS. R. M. BERRA, 
Pres.: J. H. MoWrirriAMS, Reo. Sec. 


The Walla Walla Lib:ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 Pu. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washing col; 
Science Leotures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and felected Headings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDER, Beo 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school. house, 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D.E. RIOk, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHARLE SAS BHEA, Bec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Addr: ss to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 
With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 
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Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 PM. in Grand Arm; 
Hall. Lectures, discussions, readings, poem: 
music and songs. A cordial invitation gextended 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Correr- 

ondence solicited. J. L. TREUTHART. President. 
Nur S. ANDRES, Secretary. 
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AT THINE OWN HOME.: 

Bend 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
specialist, for his " Private Counselor "—8 valna- 
ble book for young and middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 


Y X ^ 
OR 
of youthfal follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 


, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
maturer years. lt sets forth an External Appli- 


here t BY REPORTER. 

cation—A POSITIVE CURE, as it matters not how - 

ine Standing, how hopeless or how many reme-| This is the history of an attempt to found a 

dies you hay used. he book is worth many church without superstition, and its success. 

times jts fost aud e be ìn tlie panda of Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
One fee king d and perm e — 2 P; 

dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J; and say where M Disks Delleivali and thei 

A wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan. 

4 GOOD WORD. guage, and easily understood. There is just sufi. 

Dr. Fellows is an Seien es ie hamsi, cient narratiy about it to interest the reader ane 

i n, and a generous patron of the rr: ` 

17 5 Hie has many testimonials to the value of | bold his attention while the truth is being brough 


to his mind. : 
his progressive and suecessful method of treat- For sale at this oO. Price, $1.00. 


ment, and deserves patronage.— Freethought. 


: Brazil despite deterrent 


0 


in Russia. 
SOOND Adventist 
Sanctificationists and 


32 


Jews of the ‘eek. p 


SEIEMISHES with. Indians hav occurred 
since the battle of Wounded: Knee creek. 
Pine Ridge agency has been strongly fortified 
by General. Miles. The hostils hav con- 
sumed the last of the stolen government herd. 
The greatest battle of Indian history seems 


impending, but perhaps a treaty may be’ 


effected. 


Tux Church of Eng- 
land has finally instituted 
provisions for monastic 
orders. 


Prorgstants in Ger- 
many are petitioning 
against readmission of 
Jesuits. 


Porzs are flocking to 


efforts of the Russian 
government. 


An exodus of Russian 
and Russo.Polish Jews 
to North. and South 
America j8 beginning. 


A convent at Pistoja, 
Italy, has been broken 
up by the authorities for 
refusing to admit gov- 
ernment inspectors. .' 


Tue Farmers’ Alliance 
and the Knights of Labor 
will join to form a polit- 
ical party which they 
say will regenerate the 
nation. 


` San FRANCOISOO Jews 
will raise $250,000 to 
buy 1,000,000 acres in 
Mexico and send there 
the Hebrews persecuted 


Faith Curers of Ohio are 
holding a state conven- 
tion. They cite scripture 
to prove that the end of 
the world is at hand. 


Tux Catholics of Ger- 
many hav formed, under 
Dr. Windthorst and other recognized Catho- 
lic leaders, an anti- Socialist league, to com- 
bat revolutionary errors and tendencies on 
2 questions and to defend Christian social 
order.” 


INFLUENTIAL Catholics in Italy favor sus- 
pension of the injunction against voting, and 
organization of a papal political party. But 
the pope has not signified concurrence. ` 


CaTHOLIOB decry the sectarian bigotry of 
Protestant Toronto in forbidding Sunday 
street-cars, while it ‘‘tolerates rufflanly at- 
tacks on convents and religious processions, 
by Orange ruffiane.” - 


CATHOLIOB report that they are nearly one- 
fifth in Maine, one-third in New Hampshire, 
one-fourth in Vermont, two-fifths in Massa- 
chusetts, over two-fifths in Rhode Island, and 
one-third in Connecticut. 


Tue pope has instituted an order of chiv- 
alry, having chevaliers, commanders, and 
grand crosses, to reward services to himself 
and the church. It will be called the Order 
of the Servants of St. Peter. 


CATHOLTIOIEM in Australia has increased 
thus since 1876: members, 450,000 to %50,- 
000; clergy, 850 to 620; convents, 70 to 270; 
nuns, 560 to 2,100; churches and chapels, 
620 to 880; schools, 350 to 700. 


Kur HAuspx, a Norwegian, has returned 
home from this country and written that 
American liberty is a myth. ‘ Everything 
above or below George Washington’s simple 
mind,” he says, is punished.” 


Hox cey’s dispraise of the Salvation Army’s 
“ Darkest England" scheme has blighted it. 
** The sneer of the spiritual paralytic,” com- 
plains a Christian organ, has had tremen- 
dous effect. Booth is not likely to recove 
from its force." : 


Or the debates on Socialism in which Cath- 
olic clergy hsv been instructed to engage, one 
of the most notable was recently held ‘at 
Liege, the abbe Pottier maintaining against 
lea ing sono ey that their scheme is ill, and 
that all good has proceeded from Catholicism. 


Wirf the last year the navy department 
has established altars and sacristies on a 
number of its ships, notably on the receiving 
ship Vermont and the warship Philadelphia. 
At gala occasions on the Philadelphia the 
national flag is unfurled behind the altar. 
On the Vermont a confessional has been 
erected. 

Justin Pztticeew, of Sioux Falls, S. D., 
brother of the Senator, has been dangerously 
ill, and his wife, who is a believer in F'aith 
Cure, has been treating him with the methods 
of that faith, aided by a professional faith 
healer from Kansas City. His relative hav 
at last interpcsed and enforced regular med- 


` ical treatment. z 
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{GODS AND. RELIGIONS | Wor 
ANCIENT. AND MODERN TIMES|.. 


Vol. I. Giva a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus-Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo, Belle . Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the Worid. - 

8vo,957pp. Cloth, 88 per vol.; the 
2 Fols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


B THIS YOUR $ 


` A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


tt The shame itself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity ? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for 81. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place: New York. 


LDS SAGES, . THINKERS, 

AND REFORMERS,  . 

"Biographies of 300 of ‘the Leading. Philosophe 

- Teachers Skeptios. Innovators. Found re of” 

.. New Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- - 

* = tists, eto. (who were not Christians). 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
“ent. 8vo, 1,076pp., oloth, $3;  - 

leather, $4; Mor., g. e., $4.50. 


` BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


OH, MY LORD@|Liberty in Literature. 


By ROBT, G. INGERSOLL, 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


GIRARD’S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’smagnificent 
beqnest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men’s 
pad = Associa- 
on. . 


By Rron. B. WEsTBROOK, D.D., LL. D. 
Price $1, Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Martie as such is indestructible, it caniiot 
be annihilated; no grain of dust in the uni- 


verse can vanish from, and none can enter it. 


It is the greatest service rendered to us by 
chemistry that for the last hundred years it 
has taught us this indubitable fact, that the 


unceasing changes and transformations of 


pass daily before our eyes, 
the formation and de- 
struction of organic and 
inorganic forms and fig- 
ures, do not consist of 
the formation of matter 
previously non-existent,: 
nor of the destruction of 


phenomena, which 


this change consists in 


ual and unbroken rota- 
tion of the same sub- 
stance, . of which the 
mass and the quality re- 
main unalterable’ and 
identical for all ages. 


InsTEapD™ of ascribing 
the wonderful phenom- 
ena of nature to a cause 

even more inexplicable 
than the phenomena 
themselvs, we regard the 
universe as the self-con-. 
tained cause of its activ- 
ities, in the same general 
sense that theologians 
imagin God as the self. 
contained cause of his 
operations. We hold 
at this is the only rea- 
sonable view, from the 
fact that every form of 
argument indicating the 
necessity of an anteced- 
ent or creativ cause of 


the necessity of an ante- 
cedent cause of that crea- 
tor. We. are, therefore, 
logically driven to the 
conclusion that matter 
contains within itself the 
potency.to produce all 
; the effects which we be- 
hold. . . . We recognize no such thing 
as absolutely dead matter.— Edgar O. Beall. 


Breinnine my studies the first step pleag'd i 


me 80 much, : 
The mere fact consciousness, these forms, 
the power of motion, ub. 
The least insect or animal, the senses, eye- 
sight, love, 
The first step I say awed me and pleas'd me 
80 much, ; 
I hav hardly gone and hardly wish'd to go 
any farther, 
But stop and loiter all the time to sing it in 
ecstatic songs. — Walt Whitman. 


TuonEAv's habitual thought makes all his 
poetry a hymn to the Cause of causes, the 
Spirit which vivifies and controls his own : 


„J hearing get, who had but ears, 

And eight, who had but eyes before ; 

I moments liv, who lived but years, 

and truth discern, who knew but learning’s 
ore.” f 


And still more in these religious lines : 


** Now chiefly is my natal hour, 
And only now my prime of life; 
I will not doubt the love untold, 
Which not my worth or want hath bought, 
Which moved me young, and moves me old, 
And to this evening hath me brought.“ 

: — Emerson. 


2 i 2 2 
To the World's Columbian Exposition Commission: 
Learning that there is an organized movement among the more conservative church people —manipulated by a 
“Sabbath " organization to induce, your honorable body to close on Sundays the World's Fair, to be held in 1898 in 
Chicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the public on 


each Sunday of its continuance. 


We ask this for the following reasons: 


1. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 

2. That public morality may be subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 
resort when no moral amusements are available. S 

3. As a matter of justice also to the people of Ohicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible, 


tens of thousands of whom can visit the Fair only on a general holiday; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 


the Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are entitled to great consideration at your hands. 

4. For the public good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can . 
do so; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. This is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 


receipts. 


5. It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 


6. To the objection that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 
would be exactly the opposite. The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the more noble and varied in 
its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change its character, the less danger there is that employers 
will ever have the power to transfer it from its present position to the days of toil. With choice of Sunday occupation 
restricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. 

7. Finally: Opening the World's Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 


benefit the Fair itself, 


the people of Chicago, and the visitors to the Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 
individual education, public morality, and the development and good of the whole country. HEURE 


' Name. 


| eo Town. 


| State. 


nature, would also imply 


matter then present, as 
Was generally thought in 
earlier times, but thät 


nothing save in à contin- : 
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 dilofes and Glipgings. 


Ture are untaxed churches in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., to the amount of $12,000,000, 
and property owned by religious institutions 
to the amount of several millions more. And 
the taxpayers grin and bear it. 


Tur Mohammedans of Bombay hav peti- 
tioned the English authorities to prohibit a 
projected play entitled, ‘ Mohammed,” in 
preparation for the stage of that city. Why 
not? The Christians in this city once peti- 
tioned the authorities to stop a production of 
the Passion Play, and the authorities did it. 


THE Sun says of the proposed reform in 
New York's divorce laws that Roman Cath- 
olic sentiment is too powerful to make the 
change possible, especially as it would be 
backed by the efforts of Protestant churches, 
more especially the Episcopalian and Presby- 
terian.” And yet the same journal has 
repeatedly said that church and state are 
separate in this country! 


Tux Rev. Mr. Yates, of Bonham, Tex., 
says Freethought, will doubtless hav less 
faith hereafter in the literal validity of script- 
ural promises than he had a few weeks ago. 
He read in Mark xiv, 18, that if a believer 
drank any deadly thing it should not hurt 
him, and to prove that the Bible meant what 
it said, and that he wasa true believer, he 
took ten grains of strychnin. A physician, 
assisted by a stomach pump, saved his life, 
but he is now willing to concede that the last 
part of the gospel of Mark is a wicked and 
fraudulent interpolation, whose author he 
would be pleased to interview. i 

à 


THE census bureau list of religious sects 
discloses one hundred and forty. In the list 
are the General-Six-Principle Baptists, the 
Schwerkfeldians, the Theosophical Society, 
the Life and Advent Union, and others which 
to a majority of people will be entirely new. 
With a hundred and forty creeds formally 
adopted, and ** many independent organiza- 
tions” with their own notions besides, the 
task of those who favor church union, thinks 
the Providence Journal, is difficult indeed. 


Tux Tagblatt says that the German govern- 
ment has taken the initiativ toward calling a 
conference to consider the establishment of 
an international system of protection against 
Anarchist outrages. Among the subjects 
mentioned for the consideration of the con- 
ference, says the Tagblatt, are extradition for 
political murders and the limitation of the 
present rights of asylum. An order has also 
been issued forbidding the soldiers garrisoned 
in Berlin from patronizing or visiting ninety- 
seven specified restaurants because they are 
conducted by Socialists. 


Dr. MowRoz is president, and Miss Baby 
Monroe is secretary, of the North American 
Confederation of Atheists. The platform of 
the society is this declaration: ‘* Jehovah 
wasn’t God. Jesus Christ wasn’t God. Je- 
sus Christ isn’t our savior. He never was. 
He never will be. Mary wasn’t the mother 
of God. Mary wasn’t a virgin to any consid- 
erable extent, at any time. God didn’t make 
the world in six days. God didn't make it at 
all There is no God.” A Supplementary 
Declaration sets forth these self-evident 
truths: ‘‘ The gospel is founded on fable, false- 
hood, and fraud. Ministers and priests are 
propagators of exploded humbugs. They are 


-luminous rays first gilded 


the drones in the industrial hive. They con- 
sume but do not contribute. Investing wealth 
in church edifices while want pervades every 
city is wickedness.” 


Tuis is the sort of * news? that Mr. P. 
Donan sends from Fargo, North Dakota, to 
this blizzard-swept and frozen-up city: 
* Fargo, Jan. 4th. Here, the sun shines 
resplendently as it has ever shone since its 
the tree-tops 
of primeval paradise, with light fresh from 
the throne of God. Here, the skies are as 
blue as the turquoise arch that spans the fairy 
isles of the far Caribbean sea. Here, the soda 
fountains and ice-cream foundries are in full 
blast. Here, the whole air is full of the per- 
fume of magnolia, jessamin, and orange 
blooms; the mocking-birds and gorgeous 
paroquets and cockatoos warble musical 
challenges to each other amid the rich foliage 
of the sweet bay and mango trees; the 
banana plants and pine-apples swap luscious 
jokes on the weather with the fig trees, the 
olivs and limes; while the tall palms wave 
their feathery plumes in triumphant jubila- 
tion over a land that knows no ill.” 


AT the annual Sabbath Reform convention 
of the Western Pennsylvania Sabbath Asso- 
ciation, held in Pittsburgh, November 18th, 
Mr. Crafts said: New England ought to be 
near the head of the class in Sunday observ- 
ance, but it is nearer the other end. The 
puritanical spirit has left it and isnow spring- 
ing up in the West. The Rocky mountain 
Sabbath is improving, while the New Eng- 
land Sabbath is retrograding. Through the 
Sabbath Association we hav secured good 
observance of the law in Boston and other 
cities. But there they run Sunday trains to 


carry milk to the babies and newspaper trains 
to carry scandals to the men. We hav rea- 
gon for encouragement in the enforcement of 
law in New York, Brooklyn, Baltimore, and 
all the large cities of the country. Pennsyl- 
vania observes Sunday the best of any state, 
and Pittsburgh and Philadelphia the best of 
any cities, but there is room for improve- 
ment. Only three states are now without 
Sunday laws, and they are California, Idaho, 
and Wyoming. In these states we are mak- 
ing war ond will force the issue.” 


A NEW and interesting point of view, says 
Unity, is revealed in an article by Miss M. F. 
Cusack (the Nun of Kenmare) in the Inde- 
pendent, on Parnell and Ireland. She calls 
attention to the long-continued strife between 
the national school party and that of eccle- 


siastical education, and tells the story of 
Parnell’s refusal to submit to the dictates of 
Cardinal McCabe, whom she describes as 
having no love for his country, being Ro- 
man by education, by prejudice, and by in- 
clination.” The educational question is one 
that is continually coming up in Parliament 
in some form, and one on which the Home 
Rule party is divided. Miss Cusack relates 
how, during one of these controversial peri- 
ods, Mr. Parnell received a letter of instruc- 
tions from his ecclesiastical superior, which, 
in a rage over such interference, he threw to 
the ground with a word of denunciation for 
‘these papist rats." The story is characteris- 
tic, whether authentic or not, and the charges 
in certain quarters against Mr. Parnell as a 
Freethinker and Infidel doubtless serve their 
part in the present sad embroilment, though 
we incline to think them an incidental rather 
| than a leading feature in the case. 


ee 
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Communications. 


Who Made God? 


In a former article it was shown how primitiv man 
and animals, in using their vocal organs to convey to 
one another their states of consciousness, evolved 
from the sounds indicated by the vowels o and v the 
rudiments of language. That it was through the 
control the will has over the actions of the glottis, 


acquired the capacity for civilization. That without 
language man would ever hav remained a dumb ani- 


mal. 

That all the influences and forces which made life 
happy originally were expressed by words that con- 
tained the vowels o and v, and were called gute, gutt, 
or good, or in some of the numerous methods of 
spelling or writing the symbol. That the priest- 
hood, or spiritual guides of the people, had made 
theological capital out of the sentiment and sound 
conveyed by the word good, gute, or chod by dei- 
fying it, making it a demon or divinity, giving it a 
personality; enthroning it as an invisible power—a& 
creator ; endowing it with attributes, motivs, and 
designs of the individual man, yet of an infinit char- 
acter, and used it as & means to gain control over 
the fears, affections, and persons of the people. 

In the earlier civilizations, as -notably among the 
Brahmans and Greeks, the tendency of their rea- 
sonings and speculations was deductiv or backward ; 
and with their limited knowledge of science and ot 
the world of physics, without the ability to trace 
effects to causes; from their lack of a knowledge of 
the operation cf the fixed Jaws of nature, every un- 
familiar occurrence or unaccountable phenomenon, 
everything startling, sudden, or unusual, where a 
proximate physical cause was not obvious, was as- 
signed to the unseen forces or powers, which were 
individualized or personified into demons or disem- 
bodied souls or spirits of the departed, yet activ in 
their midst. 

In our experience with human nature to-day, even 
with our superior enlightenment, we cannot fail t» 
see how natural and easy it would be for the more 
shrewd, favored, and priestly element in society to 
make capital of this, to increase its stock in trade in 
furtherance of the craft of living on the credulity of 
the people. In order to keep in favor and to shield 
ourselvs from danger of these celestial or aerial 
divinities, we are told by our spiritual guides that 
we must treat them with a deference not known in 
our conduct toward men. We must honor them by 


day and night in our homes; we must meet period- | 


ically in public, fall on our knees, beg, pray, petition, 
sing, shout, groan, and confegs our sins and general 
unworthiness for life or death. 

It was a stroke of policy and indicativ of clerical 
shrewdness on the part of the early priesthood 
when they conceived the idea of. making a demon, a 
divinity, out-of all the good or gute things of life, 
grouped info one grand central personality, and 
bestowing upon it the expressiv and designating ap- 
pellation, God." è : 

Who could refuse to accept such a euphonious and 
ubiquitous divinity installed as the author and dis- 
penser of all that is good? 

. But in Indis, and afterward in Egypt, a revolution 
came. 

It was the output of the ethics, the theology or 
religion, taught in the lessons promulgated in the 
fable of creation as exemplified in the garden of 
Eden. l : ia 

It was illustrated by the picture of innocence that 
could be preserved only through ignorance. That 
it was s fatal error for men to partake of a fruit that 
would develop the intellect and enable them to dis- 
criminate between gute or good and evil. This fable 
has swept over and devastated the civilized and 
Christian world like a cyclone. When men were told 
that the personified demon called God, the repre- 
seníativ genius, the creator and dispenser of all 
goodness to man, decreed in the councils of his own 
infinit wisdom, before the worlds were created, that 
man to liv in peace and in hsrmony with his creator, 
must liv in absolute ignorance, it produced a revul- 
sion among the fanatical devotees of the Bible. 

We see what religious fanaticism is doing to day; 
it did much more in ancient times. To know good 
from evil then was to forfeit all right to divine favor. 
To be found selecting and appropriating the good 
and rejecting the evil was the self oondemnation and 
conviction of a man being a sinner. In the fourth 
and fifth centuries A »., after Christianity became 
established as a state religion, and to determin or 
settle what was precieely the Christian faith, fanatios 
and enthusiasts had little to do but speculate about 
the fall of man, original sin, and salvation by Christ 
and to carry out their theories in practice. Thou. 
sands of them renounced the world with ail its 
allurements and gocd things. St. Jerome and his 
era, the fourth and fifth centuries, gave to Ohristian- 
ity many of the crudities, absurdities, and contradic- 
tions, that even our modern Christian solons find it 
hard to wrestle with. 


Jerome was preóminently the oracle and  spokes- 


man of that period. He was the greatest Christian 


scholar since Origen. The Greek Bible had been 
haggled, corrupted, and debased by illiterate, big- 
oted partisan adherents of the various opposing 
Christian sects to favor and support their respectiv 
creeds; and a multitude of conflicting copies was 
distracting and destroying the faith. To save the 
holy word from infamy Damasus, the archbishop of 
Rome, urged Jerome to make a pious effort to 


: save it. 
the human family hav advenced in development and 


We will let the rabid fanatic define his position 
and giv the evidence of his qualification to rescue 
the Bible from the ignominy and desecration with 
which it had already been ruined; also to convince 
us that he was the victim of the horrors and halluci- 
nations of his age, and that he was destitute of 
every capacity that inspires men to honor or honesty. 
While ort zed with his self-inflicted exile for years in 
solitude he exclaims: “On, how often in the desert, 
in that vast solitude, parched by the sultry sun, did 
I fancy myself in the midst of luxurious Rome! 
Plunged in an abyss of bitterness, I hav thrown 
myself on the floor of my solitary cell. My limbs 
were rough with the friction of coarse haircloth ; 
my skin, dried and blackened in the sun, was like 
that of an Ethiopian, and my complexion was livid 
as a corpse. I groaned and wept throughout the 
day; and if in spite of my resistance drowsiness 
overcame me at night, my bones, which scarcely held 
together, clashed on the naked earth. I say nothing 
of my food. In the deserts, even those who are ill 
never permit themselvs to drink anything but water. 
If they took anything that required the aid of fire 
in its preparation, they would accuse themselvs of 
sensuality. Yet even I, who, from the fear of hell, 
had condemned myself to this dungeon, with no 
other companion than scorpions avd wild beasts, often 
imagined myself in the midst of dancing girls. 
Fires boiled up in this body prematurely dead. 
Criminal remembrances, desires, and regrets over- 
whelmed me. I shrunk from my very cell, seeming to 
dread its walls as the accomplices of my thoughts. 
I penetrated to the inmost recesses of the desert, or 
wandered on the summits of mountains, or hid my- 
self in the cavities of rocks. I went and came, not 
knowing where to seek refuge from myself, until at 
last I threw myself at the foot of the cross, bathing 
it with my tears, that flowed in rivers, and which I 
wiped with my hair. I strove to subdue my re- 
bellious nature by fasting a whole week. I frequently 
passed entire nights uttering loud cries, until the 
Lord himself dispersed the tempests that raged 
within me and restored peace to my soul.” 

His religious insanity took a savage turn and he 
was violent in his curses and anathemas, and treat- 
ment of those who were less insane. An armed force 
surrounded his monastery to secure him, but he fled 


and was obliged to hide himself for two years, and | 


soon after died from physical exhaustion and a con- 
tinual nervous excitement, ap 420. 

This was the mental and moral state of the man 
who literally made for us our present Bible. For 
everyone in those days who translated put himself, 
his own state of mind, his own morbid idiosyncrasies 
and chronic lunacies, with the fiendish horrors that 
haunted him day and night as a part of his religion, 
into the text of his translation, and made tke philos- 
ophy or theology of it buf a transcript of the visions, 
the terrors, and ideals that were distracting and 
inflaming with an infernal fury his own imagination. 
Yet Jerome was the chosen man above all others, 
from his learning, his orthodox piety, and great 
prominence in the church, to whom could be en- 
trusted the solemnly momentous task of preparing a 
Bible in Latin, as a divine revelation for thé world. 
Of course the translation of such a man was received 
as might be expected. 

“A bishop of one of the churches in Africa tried 
to introduce it, but was forced to lay it aside, for 
fear all his people would desert him. Though 
Jerome’s version found many advocates among the 
learned, it was not received into general use for two 
centuries.” And good reasons why ! 

This translation was not corrupted merely by the 
deep coloring of Jerome’s agonizing faith and re- 
ligious experiences, as depicted by himself, but it 
was paganized by the heathen mythological litera- 
ture of the age. 

For as Dr. Draper frankly says, The influence 
of the heathen classics, which that austere anchorite 
had in early life admired, but had vainly attempted 
to free himself from by unremitting nocturnal flag- 
ellations, appears in this great version. It came 
in a critical moment for the West. The Vulgate 
was all the times required.” And the times hav 
ever since accepted it as the basis of all subse- 
quent translations. 

Such was the state of religion at that time that 
pious lunacy was meritorious and a passport to 
ecclesiastical eminence. 

His insanity was his glory and he has always 
been venerated by ecclesiastics as one of the 
greatest lights of the ancient church. 


It has been the guide and basis for our present ' 

English or King James'8 version. . 
This accounts for the incongruities and absurd- 
ities 86 obvious and numerous in the text. What 
can we expect of a Bible sifted through centuries 
of lunacy; and what can we expect of the ideas 
of religion and of gutt, good, or God, of men 
crazed with starvation and physical and mental 
prostration, in their desperate efforts to return to 
man's supposed ignorant innocence as at the 
beginning, and as God declared was the only 
proper state, in the fable of his creation? 
And to establish their faith in the doctrin that 
innocence and ignorance were alone compatible 
they wandered off into solitude, where they could ` 
learn nothing and know nothing, in pursuance of 
convictions as taught in the Bible by God himself. 
It was at this period that the Bible assumed an im- 
portance as the foundation of the faith that it never 
had before. In order to aid believers to a knowledge 
of its contents Jerome, the devout monk and learned 
bishop, undertook its translation into Latin. This 
task added to its significance and value as a guide 
and authority for believers. The fable of creation 
was taken as literal history and a record of facts for 
the saints to implicitly obey. 

Profoundly impressed with the belief that evil 
came into the world through gratifications of the 
flesh—the animal—in the good things of life, many 
thousands left their homes, society, and every earthly 
joy and physical gute or good. They believed the 
command of the good or God in the fable to deny 
themselvs every human comfort in the solitude of 
mountains and deserts in order that they might liv 
in the primeval ignorance and innocence that Adam 
enjoyed before he ate of the forbidden fruit, and fell. 

The love of gute or good things of this world be- 
came a snare, an evil they must war against. 

Their devotion to the fable was so great and their 
determination to realize its blessings and promises 
so fixed, that multitudes of them in their nakedness 
and the delirium of starvation died, and their bones 
were left bleaching in the deserts. Not a few of 
them were arrested by their less infatusted brethren 
and taken to the monasteries which were converted 
into hospitals to giv the wayward saints & shelter 
and treatment for their recovery from the tortures 
and agony self-inflicted at the commands of the God 
which the Bible had revealed to that age—it having 
just been brought into prominence as a sacred book 
by the civil and ecclesiastical authorities, a record of 
the will and ways of God to his creature man. 

These anchorites could no longer worship the God 
that was the author of these good material things. 

They feared this God or these good things he cre- 
ated, lest throvgh them they might fall from that 
ascetic, spiritual eminence to which abstinence, star- 
vation, self-denial, and suffering had elevated them. 

From that period till now religion has consisted in 
the fear of gute or good, as much, if not more than, 
in the love of gute, gutt, or God. The Ohristian 
world, through Christian literature founded on that 
fable, is swayed and governed by the fear more than 
by the love of God. 

When on reflection we can trace to the monkery of . 
the Dark Ages and to reverence for the fable of cre- 
ation, the foundation of much of our religious belief, 
to wit, “ The fear of the Lord which is the beginning 
of wisdom,” we see what a tremendous superstruct- 
ure of faith can be built on a fable, a legend copied 
from the Sanscrit of our Aryan ancestors, the Brah- 
mans of India, who invented and used it many thou- 
sand years before Moses was born, or the patriarch, 
a Brahman (Abraham), took it with him from “ Ur of 
the Chaldees,” when he migrated west of Jordan to 
form a colony and establish a religion among the 
Bedoin savages, whose nomadic tribes peopled that 
region and whose descendants in three generations 
constituted the Jewish nation, called the children of 
Israel. . 

These solitaries or anchorites, which Jerome said 
in his day numbered one hundred and three thou- 
sand in Africa alone, living as near as they could in 
that state of naked innccence and ignorance that 
Adam occupied before the fall, with the fable to back 
up their claims, dictated the policy of emperors, 
creeds to the church, and the terms of salvation to 
sinners. 
The old, old theory of worshiping s personification 
or divinity representing all forms of gude or good, 
expressed in sounds or words containing the vowels 
o and vw, through the influence this fable has had on 
the minds of the religious, has been changed to 
conform to the fabulous stories of the ancients as 
copied into our Bible. . 

- The clergy often tell us of the powerful influence 
of the Bible in our civilization. Who can doubt it 
when the evidence at hand is go forcible that a fable 
which had found its way there has given faith to 
hundreds of millions of people, changed the long- 
established ideas of the conception of God made 
from deified goodness into a God of battles; a God 
of victories and triumphs; a God who has in- 
spired all the Christian armies of the civiliz:d world 


Jerome's translation of the Bible has been con-| to invasion, to aggression, to conquest, to the ex- 


sidered by scholars as an able one. 


termination of his heathen enemies, and to estab- 


ishing his banner, the cross, on the ruins of con- 
quered and desolated nations! Yes, the Bible and 
our Obristianity, by their influence and by these 
methods, seem doomed, and threaten, to overrun and 
to Ohristianize the whole world. 

After all our temporal goods, or the objects and 
infl ences that contribute to our joy and comforts, as 
we express them by vocal utterances in these vowels, 
were by priestly orders grouped into one catagory 
and deified as the dispensations of a demon among 
the invisible genii, thera was but one step to be taken 
in order to add to it, or him, the attributes common 
to these imaginary creations. HG 

Given the existence of a demon, and he must neces- 
sarily possess all the elements and the constituents 
requisit to perform his functions and duties as a sov- 
reign over the destinies of all inferior earthly intelli- 
gences. l T. E. LONGSHORE: 

(TO BE OONOLUDED.) 


— — 2 — — 
Vacant Land Ownership. 


It is bub recently that the above phrase has been 
employed in the discussion of social and economic 
subjacts. It was intended to express that feature of 
our land system which results in the exclusion of 
the willing workers from the soil they need to culti- 
vate and the homes they require, except as they 
acknowledge the sovereignty of the legal holder and 
render tribute to his monarchical power. Mr. Hugh 
O. Pentecost has made the phrase conspicuous in the 
Twentieth Century, and it has been quite generally 
accepted by the advocates of “free land,” as conven- 
ient in distinguishing the principles for which they 
contend from the S>cialistic demand, that all private 
ownership of land should be replaced by ownership 
of the state. 

Freedom of access to place and raw material, 
necessary to the employment of one's labor, by no: 
means conflicts with any moderate claim men may 
make to the domain they oscupy and use in the pro- 
duction of social, or exchangeable wealth. Such 
freedom would apply only to land which is held 
merely by legal forms and fictions, for no other pur- 
pose than to enforce involuntary idleness, and to 
starve into submission, or the rendering of tribute 
from, such labor, as may be desired by the usurper. 

It may be admitted, however, that in the discus- 
sion thus far great facility has been shown for con- 
fusing the question with ill-defined terms, and for 
Suggesting empirical means for remedying the evils, 
not clearly defined or comprehended. Whatis vacant 
land? This can only ba determined by careful inves- 
tigation; not by an arbitrary fiat of the owner of the 
. paper title; nor yet by the first man who thinks he 
can put a certain allotment to a better use than its 
legal claimant. : i 

One might imagin & section of open prairie, with- 
out fence, habitation, or any show of human industry 
for miles around, to ba vacant land. But a cattle 
company may hav inclosed it, nevertheless, with a 
barbed wire fence for purpose of pasturage. In 
some respects, then, it might be removed from that 
category; and it is not readily seen why even such 
land appropriated, legally or otherwise, to such use, 
must be termed vacant land, or necassarily affect un- 
favorably the industrious and toiling members of so- 
ciety. The phrase, economically applied, has a much 
broader significance. It means that whenever title 
to land, whether worked or unworked, places the 
worker under relations which make him a slave or a 
serf through inability to employ himself, the land he 
tills is * vacant land,” in the sense that it is unoccu- 
pied and unused by the titled owner. If, however, 
some land at the same time is available, which the 


worker will not occupy and work, but voluntarily 


prefers to work for a master or a landlord, then, as 
regards this man and the lot he works, there is no 
vacant land. 

Ownership without limit beyond personal cecupa- 
tion is dominion. Vacant land, then, must be defined 
to cover all land, the productions of which are held 
from the real producer, unless under equal freedom 
and opportunity he voluntarily sells his labor to the 
holder of the land. Then he would be only a ma- 
chine or beast of burden, and the director of his 
labor would be the producer. The land question has 
no direct importance to such worker. 

Mr. Pentecost seems to think that each holder of 
land should hav the determining of what is and what 
is not vacant land. This would place the rights of 
the disinherited in the keeping of those who happen 
to hold fictitious titles. But this seems like lifting 
the foot and putting it down in the same place, and 
is not an advance. If this is the only hope of the 
landless it is not encouraging. They hav now access 
to all the land the legal holders sre willing to treat 
as vacant. Were there no disposition to take the 
advantage which the law intends to giv, there would 
hav been no call for the law, and no need now of 
agitation to repeal it. It is purely because those 
who own no land can be hired to aid in collecting 
rent and in ejecting those whose refuse to pay it, or 
are not longer wanted on the land, that any land is 
held out of use, or that tribute is forced from those 
who work it. 

It is not wholly the tyranny of the czar which 
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makes the Russian people mild and inoffensiv, nor 
entirely the peaceful nature of the people which be- 
gets the tyranny of the czar, nor yet are the two 
things unrelated social phenomena. They are com- 
plemental—one could not exist without the other. 
So it is equally true that landlords and tenants, 
money lenders and borrowers, are but the comple- 
mental products of our agrarian, industrial, and 
finance legislation, enacted at the behests of one class 
and practically approved by the other. It is nota 
question whether Mr. Pentecost or the wealth pro- 
ducers generally will hold or cease to hold vacant 
land against those who need—they are not likely to 
get any for either purpose—but simply this: whether 
they will shoulder muskets and charge bayonets, or 
use policemen’s clubs to assist in collecting rent and 
ejecting men, women, and children from their homes 
at the command of those who refuse to see or admit 
that any Iand is vacant. Not whether they will 
themselys be man-starvers, but whether they will 
help enforce man-starving by others. 

The game is true as to interest. It is a trifling 
matter whether the borrowing class will lend money 
at interest or without interest, to others who are able 
and willing to pay it; but not trifling whether they 
will stand guard, for a consideration, over the spong- 
ing machines of the misers and financial gamblers, and 
join in the still-hunt for bankrupted borrowers, and to 
compel payment of interest from these who are nei- 
ther able nor willing to pay. Forty years ago the 
issue with antislavery people was, not so much 
whether they would hold slaves, but whether they 
should be compelled to aid others to hold them, and 
assist in hunting and returning them to their masters 
when they fled from bondage. 

The laws which extend dominion over the homes and 
work-places of men, enforce collection of rent, inter- 
est, eto., must be abolished or rendered void by a re- 
fusal of the people to assist in their execution. This 
may transpire as the result (1) of aggressiv revolu- 
tion, (2) of defensiv resistance (3), of passiv resist- 
ance; leaving political action and intrigue out of the 
question. The first could only be successful when 


‘public opinion was in its favor, and it had, therefore, 


become unnecessary. The second can only serve in 
bringing the merits of the issue to public attention. 
The last is the only certain means of abating injustice. 
The tyrant can do nothing without the slave. The 
landlord can work no bill of ejectment or of “ dis- 
tress for rent” without the aid of the disinherited, 
who are willing to do such work for hire. 

As to whether we should hold the land question in 
absyance till more superficial issues are determined, 
each person must answer for himself. I shall en- 
deavor to point out such issues as appear to me to 
be tending, not in the direction of progress, but of 
still more despotic rule. All measures looking to 
more legislativ interference with economie law, all 
imbecil or corrupt attempts “to secure proper legis- 
lation” or to tamper with the “powers of taxation,” 
must be regarded as incompetent. I-hav no faith 
that any measures of that kind will help to “abolish 
poverty,” or make the position of productiv labor 
more independent, or afford it anything more than a 
temporary relief. 

I regard the “vacant land” issue as by no means 
the simple problem which some of its friends and 
most of its opposers deem it. It is fundamental to 
any practical application of social science, and is vital 
to all industrial cooperation and exchange. No pub- 
lic or private effort can achieve any determinate re- 
sult which does not proceed in accord with it, nor 
escape but by sheer possibility untoward ends. 

While we hold responsible for. this state of our 
industrial and social life the exploiting rich alone, 
we shall accomplish little. Appeal to moral sense 
will hav no effect while inverted economic conditions 
are allowed to exert undisturbed sway over the rapa- 
cious schemer and time serving and truckling toiler. 
No single class are in the wrong alone. hen a 
respectable minority shall decline to hold land out 
of use, or to assist in the enforcement of the olaims 
of those who do, such holding will come to an end, 
peacefully and of course. Oaly a military despotism, 
or an insane, premature revolution could prevent it. 

Glenora, N. Y. J. K. Ixearrs. 


— — . —— — 
Woman and the Church. 


The advanced, thoughtful women of to-day are 
putting forth every effort for the further emancipa- 
tion of their sex; but every worker in this line has 
found an insuperable barrier in the influence which 
the church exerts over its members. Thousands of 
women are spending their lives, and worse than 
wasting their talents, in getting up church fairs and 
festivals, for the purpose of raising money to sup- 
port foreign missions, for the amelioration of the 
condition of their sex in the so-called heathen lands ; 
and they will, with tearful eyes, relate the sorrows 
and wrongs of those intellectually benighted and 
poverty-degraded sisters, whom they are endeavoring 
to raise from the bondage of ignorance and supersti- 
tion of one kind, only to plunge them into the bond- 
age of a superstition equally as oppressiv to an en- 
lightened intellect. 
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While these women are thus spending their time 
and money, their prayers and tears, they seem to 
entirely forget the sisters who are writhing in bond- 
age in this land whose Jaws are made by those 
who hav had the benefit of this enlightening (?) 
Christian religion all their lives. Why," exclaims 
one, “if it were not for Ohristianity we women 
‘would be in the same condition as the women in 
heathen lands,” an assertion which every thinking 
woman can safely deny, and can furthermore assert 
that the advancement of woman has been retarded 
in every possible way by the church. The verdict 
that issues from our courts of justics to day, and is 
repeated by the lips of the leaders in social life, 
“Stone the woman, but let the man go free,” is but 
the echo that has been ringing through the ages 
since the immaculate and most consistent Judah 
pronounced the sentence of death on his partner in 
guilt; and it was thought worthy of record on the 
pages of “holy writ,” with many more equally just, 
to be a guide for all future law-makers, and a prece- 
dent for all good believers in the divine origin of 
that most immoral book. 

Those who hay made the history of the church a 
study, and hav learned something of the condition 
of women previous to the advent of Christianity, can 
not fail to perceive that the church has been a detri- 
ment to woman. Motherhood, which was the crown- 
ing glory of the Greek and Roman matron, lost its 
prestige through the customs of the church, which 
imposed upon the mother certain penalties for hav- 
ing given birth to a child, until not only she, but 


others, were made to feel that this highest prerog- 


ativ of her sex was no longer an honor, but a degra- 
dation. 

The early church condemned women to silence, 
and how effectually it succeeded in keeping them 
silent will easily be seen by the fact that for cent- 
uries no woman's name appears on the literary an- 
nals. Previous to this time women had stood high 
as writers and teachers of philosophy, but Chris- 
tianity most completely snuffed out the flame of 
feminin erudition, and forbade her to light it again, 
even at the sacred altars of the church; and so late 
as the beginning of this century a woman could best 
succeed in getting an article from her pen published 
when she adopted a male nom de plume. Christian 
customs, upheld by Christian people, and strength- 
ened by Christian laws, elosed the doors of all the 
professions against her. Every exertion made out- 
side of the church to better her condition, was 
frowned upon by both laymen and clergy. To pro- 
tect the women within the church from any innova- 
tion that might be introduced by the so-called 
strong minded females outside, they built a bulwark 
whose foundation-stones were the teachings of St. 
Paul, and whose framework was church disciplin ; 
and from behind this they hav fired their arrows of 
weak ridicule and hurled their darts of opprobrious 
epithets at those noble women who hav valiantly 
dared all these, and demanded for their sex a higher 
education, a broader culture, and an opportunity 
with man to gain a livelihood or to mount the lad- 
der of fame through the doorway of the professions ; 
and all that has been gained for woman has been 
gained through the instrumentality of those broad- 
minded and Freethinking women; for it is a not- 
able fact that the pioneers in this work were women 
untrammeled by church superstition. Humanity was 
their religion, and all womanhood their sisters. 

This wave of progress set in motion over fifty 
years ago, has crept by insidious degrees to the very 
steps of the church, and a few of those who are 
noble and better than their religion, are trying to 
weaken the wall of prejudice built by the church and 
let this wave of progression sweep through and carry 
with it the dust and cobwebs of superstition, which 
dim the eyesight and clog the brain of the average 
church-member. But these are individual efforts ; 
the church as an institution is still a drawback to 
woman’s advancement. It deprives her of the time 
which should be given to reading and thought, leav- 
ing her often lamentably ignorant of the current 
eventt of the time. It holds her, through its disci- 
plin, to old worn-out theories and exploded fallacies, 
and it clips the wings of her highest aspirations so 
that she may never ascend to a greater hight than 
the church spire. And thus retarded and confined 
they lose all interest in outside efforts, and as the 
years roll on and the narrowing process continues 
one fails to recognize in the church devotee the once 
noble, intelligent, and wholesome woman. Men, with 
their greater independence and less amount of rev- 
erence, do not so readily come under the dominion 
of the church, and as the age of reason and science 
develops itself, religion will lose its control more 
and more over the minds of men, and the church will 
be left to the control of women by force of circum- 
stances, for I predict that in twenty years not a truly 
intellectual man will ever unite himself to a church. 
It is a fact that even now most of the male members 
are those who were brought into the church before 
they were old enough to discriminate between rea- 
son and superstition, and who hav not the moral 
courage to giv voice to their later convictions, or 
who find it politic to attend church on Sunday and 
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appear devont, so that the remainder of the week 
under the guise of Christianity they can go about 
like wolves in sheep’s clothing, seeking whom they 
may devour. Men of this kind are only worthy our 
contempt, but to the woman bound to her church by 
cords of a blind love and reverence—her nobler nat- 
ure crushed—her best desires cramped, we can only 
extend our pity, and with willing hands help to make 
the wave of human progress that is beating at the 
church door so irresistibly strong that it will tear 
down the structure and let those within the cloistered 
shadows emerge into the glorious sunlight of intel- 
lectual freedom. E. H. Lawrence. 
2122 Virginia ave., Los Angeles, Cal. 
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The American Secular Union's Policy. 


Several persons hav recently written upon the true 
policy of our society—notably, three of our most 
gifted editors. It is not my purpose to reply to 
these gentlemen ; but, like the mythical person in 
the book of Job, I say, Hearken unto me, I also 
will show mine opinion.” 

Now, the Nine Damands of Liberalism,” go com- 
prehensivly formulated by Francis E. Abbott, are, 
with a slight modification, fully incorporated into 
the constitution of the American Secular Union ; and 
I know of no other way to ascertain what the society 
stands for than to study the constitution. The old 
Liberal League and the American Secular Union had 
substantially, and hav, the same organic law. I 
respectiully submit that our constitution stands 
for state secularization, and for nothing else. 
There is not a line in it to which Atheists, Agnostics, 
Jews, or Obristians can object. When advocating 
its principles, it is not, in my judgment, necessary 
to say one single word about theology or religion. 

When first elected president, I accepted the office 
provisionally ; and no objection was made to the 
conditions. It was in these words: 

Regarding the American Secular Union as an organization 
for the protection and promotion of the principle implied in 
its name, and not for the advancement of any dogma of re- 


ligious belief or disbelief, I cordially accept the presidency 
unanimously tendered me, and 


Puritan. 


This was sent by telegraph to Pittsburgh ; and 
subsequently I wrote and “promised the utmost 
firmness and diligence in maintaining the Demands 
of Liberalism, and an honest conformity to the secu- 
lar principle upon which our government was 
founded.” 

Finding, during my first year, that certain persons 
were disposed to consider that we were bound to 
add to our creed certain principles of Secular Phi- 
losophy (so-called), and in order to settle this ques- 
tion, I prepared and published in all our Liberal 
papers for more than thirty days previous to the 
Philadelphia congress, an amendment to the consti- 
tution. This proposed amendment the Philadelphia 
congress still further amended, and unanimously 
adopted. It is as follows: 

ARTIOLE IV.—Non-partisan. 

The American Secular Union is strictly un-sectarian and' 
non-partisan in both religion and politics, but will use any 
and all honorable means to secure its objects, as above 
Btated. 1t is not either publicly or privately committed to 
the advancement of any system of religious belief or disbe- 
lief, but honestly welcomes all persons of whatever faith or 
party to its membership, on the basis of no union of church 
and state.” The word ‘‘secular” is here used in the broad- 
est sense, as applied to the state, and not to any system of 
religion or philosophy. 

Some few—very few—persons afterward objected 
to this article; but no effort was made to amend or 
repeal it at the Portsmouth congress. I am satisfied 
that four-fifths, if not nine-tenths, of the members of 
our society are in favor of it. However this may be, 
my duty is clear. I must support the constitution 
or resign; and I do not intend to resign at present. 
Three unanimous elections to the presidency (with 
the exception of a solitary vote cast at the Philadel- 
phia congress) make it imperativ for me to stand to 
my post, even at great personal inconvenience. 

In securing a complete separation of church and 
state, a large number of persons of every creed, and 
of no creed, can work, and are working, with great 
energy. I now hav before me a large list of patri- 
otic Secular and religious societies mostly pledged 
to work for state secularization. Some of these or- 
ganizations are a hundred times larger, and hav done 
proportionately more work than we hav ever done. 
By meny of these organizations the American Secu- 
lar Union is invited to ecoperate and to send dele- 
gates to their conventione. Scarcely a day passes 


ublicly pledge myself to 
resist the encroachments of sacerdotalism, whether papal or 
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that letters do not come asking for our publications. 
The same is true regarding individuals who are 
members of orthodox churches. We do not expect 
to win the churches as organized bodies ; but they 
are full of individuals who are anxious to ecoperate 
with us for state secularization. Moreover, many 
churches in their organizsd form hav taken action 


for the taxation of church property and the prohibi- 


tion of reading the Bible in the public schools. We 
need the assistance of these people; and we cannot 
secure the legislation we desire, without their help. 
Shall we be so narrow, sectarian, and bigoted as to 
drive them away from us? The American Secular 
Union has only one publie meeting a year (although 
it ought to kav many more). Can we not hold back 
our peculiar views for the sake of harmony and effi- 
ciency during this one meeting? . The largest liberty 
is allowed to local societies. 

Here is a saving clause which affords a safety- 
valve for extremists. Article xii of our constitution 
says: 

Auxiliary societies should adopt constitutions substantially 


- | similar to this constitution, but adapted to local wants. 
Pa, | Local auxiliary societies shall be absolutely independent in 
Pa. | the administration of their affairs. 


The effect of their 
charters shall be simply to unite them in cordial fellowship 
and efficient ccóperation of the freest kind with the American 
Secular Union and with other local societies. Neither shall 


‘the national society be responsible for the acts or utterances 


of local auxiliaries. 


Now, in these local societies more radical views 
may be advocated, with the distinct understanding 
that the national society shall not be responsible for 
the acts or utterances of local societies. This ought 
to be satisfactory to the most radical persons. Yet 
I giv it as my opinion that if there were less of ex- 
travagance, lesa of bitter denunciation, snd more of 
kindness and charity—less of the knock-down-and- 
drag-out business, and more of the “sweet reason- 
ableness” that seeks to win by persuasion, better 
results would follow. I know that the Friendship 
Liberal League of Philadelphia meets twice a day, 
fifty-two Sundays in the year, and while the most 
extreme Radicalism is freely taught, there is scarcely 
a meeting in which orthodox Christians and Spirit- 
uslists are not heard. The attendance is very large; 
I doubt whether there is a Liberal League or Secular 
Union in the United States that can boast of such a 
society. 

In my lecture before the congress at Portsmouth, 
showing why, in my opinion, the Bible should not 
be read in our public schools, there is not one word 
regarding theology or the claims which the church 
makes for the Bible. It simply shows why the Bible 
is not a suitable book to be read to children. 

But what is this Secular philosophy of which we 
hear so much? It is nothing less than Materislism, 
pure and simple, nothing more. It is opposition to 
the supernatural and ike spiritual. It affirms that 
there is no God and no future state of being for 
mortals. All this may be true; but intelligent Free- 
thinkers generally eay that they do rot know. Like 
Huxley and Ingersoll, they are Agnostics. Those 
who believe in spirit are thougkt to outnumber 
Materialists a hundred to one, and perhaps more; 
and they point to learned men not a few who sup- 
port their views. Theists are also very numerous ; 
and distinguished Secular philosophers hav distinctly 
acknowledged that both Theists and Spiritualists 
may be ‘good and consistent Secularists. Why, 
then, should we not seek their ccoperation in work- 
ing for state secularization? We need their help. 
We can never succeed without them, as our success 
in securing state secularization depends upon num- 
bers. Now, then, if believers in the Secular philos- 
ophy—that is, Materialism—see fit to organize to 
propagate their particular views, they hav a perfect 
right to do so; but they hav no right to force it upon 


a society which has for its main, nay, only object, 


the complete separation of church and state. 

If-the American Secular Union is indeed a society 
for the promotion of certain forms of Secular phi. 
losophy, then let us say so in so many words. Let 
us throw off all disguises and appear in our true 
character, and not attempt fo masquerade under 
the disguise of state secularization. This common 
honesty requires; and nothing less will satisfy intel- 
ligent and honest friends of truth. Moreover, if the 
great and increasing numbers of Liberals and the 
uncounted numbers who call themselvs by no particu- 
lar name, cannot be enrolled in our ranks on the 
basis of state secularization, then are we reckoning 
without our host. We should at once take our posi- 
tion as a band of Materislists, haul down the flag of 
“no union of church and state as our special 
ensign, and show our true colors. For my part, I 
am not willing to be a party to any deceit. We are 
not all believers in the Secular philosophy so called, 
though through the mistaken zeal-of some who hav 
spoken at our annual meetings we are naturally con- 
sidered such, and at one of our meetings, at least 
(Pittsburgh), the police authorities were directed to 
look out for the blasphemers! We cannot unite a 
material philosophy with our one avowed object of 
state secularization under our constitution, and, in 
my judgment, to attempt it is neither honest nor 
honorable. R. B. WESTBROOK. 
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More About. American Secular Union Plans. 


` I will try not to trespass on much of the space so 
kindly allotted to American Secular Union matters in 
Tue Trurs Szsxzz, and write now mainly to gay that I 
am sorry Mr. Westbrook is not disposed to discuss im- 
portant matters of our policies without acerbity or im- 
puting hidden motivs. I really bav no ax to grind for 
myself or any other one or more members of the Amer- 
ican Secular Union. I hav been an observant member 
and somewhat of a contributor and worker for it long 
enough to know that we hav found some plans fail- 
ures; some mistakes ought not to be repeated ; and 
we should study to devise other plans with the hope 
of finding some new and effectiv ones. I could with 
“ becoming self-respect ” rebut Mr. Westbrook’s orit- 
icism, but would prefer that the space be devoted to 
what others may hav to say of the plan. Many 
steady and heavy contributors do not get a chance to 
express themselvs at congresses. The Liberal press 
cannot be expected to find room for all they might 
wish to say, but it would be well if they would write 
freely to the officers to help them gage the trend of 
Liberal opinions. It has lately been suggested that 
available funds could be employed to pay Liberal 
workers “by the job” for carrying on special fights 
in courts or legislatures, wherever contests arise 
involving any of the Nine Demands. Practical work 
such as Mr. Reynolds has been giving us an illustra- 
tion of in the Northwest may be a more effectiv plan 
even for familiarizing the public with our objects 
than scattered lectures, however eloquent. A con- 
stitution molded, a law repealed or enacted, a favor- 
able precedent established in court, nails down a 
point gained. But I hav no favorit scheme, and no 
wishes other than to avoid known pitfalls and to 
discover plans of action that shall commend them- 
selva to our activ supporters and insure the support 
necessary to success and persistence. 
New York, Jan. 10, 1891. E. B. Foore, Jr. 


— . ñů ü0 ä äʒñ˖.ͥ — 
The Farmers’ Alliance and Liberalism, 


I wish to call the attention of the cfficers of the 
Secular Union to the attitude the Farmers’ Alliance 
and Industrial Union sre taking in regard to the 
uniting of church and state. They are organizing 
and combining all kindred organizations into one 
political party. And their demands are just, and are 
bound to win among all that depend on manual labor: 
for a livelihood, except a very small per cent, that 
are orthodox in their politics. 

I said their demands are just, and I believe they 
are, except those that pertain to religion, and this 
is the part I wish to call particular attention to. In 
its early commencement this became one of its 
demands: That the law relating to the suppression 
of the transmission of immoral, profane, or obscene 
literature through the mails be made more stringent, 
and be extended so as to suppress the transmission 
of such literature by any public carrier.” 

And also the People’s party’s preamble to their 
platform for the state of Kansas reads thus: “The 
People’s party of Kansas, in delegation assembled, 
recognize almighty God as the rightful sovereign of 
nations, and from whom all just powers of govern- 
ment are derived, and to whom all human enactments 
ought to conform.” And I wish also to call your 
attention to the resolution they passed at Ocals, Fla., 
asking for the closing of the World’s Fair in 1893 on 
Sunday. And in various sub-alliances throughout 
this state they passed resolutions that they will en- 
force all Sunday laws against recreation, such as 
hunting, fishing, etc. So you can see they as a body 
are opposed to Secularization, while I know the rank 
and file to be made up of Liberals, I being one of 
them. And the Liberal element is so strong in some 
of the sub-alliances as to vote to dispense with the 
services of the chaplain in opening and closing, as 
we did in the Cambria alliance. Of course we could 
not sustain it, as it was contrary to the rituals, but it 
nevertheless shows they hav not such easy sailing 
right in the order. While you as cfficers of the 
Union hav not the right to declare in favor of any 
political party, you hav a right to try and Secularize 
all; being aware that some of your order will sup- 
port all of the existing parties and any new ones 
that shall spring into existence, and I firmly believe 
that the great labor party that is undergoing national 
formation will find at least four-fifths of the Liberal 
elements within its ranks. Therefore it stands you 
in hand when they come to declare their platform of 
principles to try and hav them form them in consc- 
nance with Secular principles of government. And 
if you fail, why, then tell your people of your effort, 
and this no doubt would hava strong tendency to 
alienate the Liberal element from their support. 
And if it was rightly managed we would hav a strong 
ally in the Catholics, because they are opposed to 
strict Sunday laws and chaplaincies. 

Just as sure as evolution is a law of progression, 
the great labor organizations will become the domi- 
nant party of this country, and any unbiased mind 
whose interests are identical with theirs cannot help 
becoming convinced. And as the laborers are in a 
vast majority, it means their supremacy. And all 
clauses in their demands are progressiv except those 
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pertaining to religion, and as Liberal-minded people 
were the fathers of the movement, it is peculiarly 
adapted to a progressiv class of people, and the 
religious part is just as peculiarly adapted to a ret- 
rograding class of people. And as all new move- 
ments are more sincere in their demands than old 
ones, the danger is from the religious part of this 
. movement. If it was either one of the old parties 
that was making such childish deniands we would 
hav nothing to fear, because we would know it only 
meant policy, conservatism, and hypocrisy. 
Joan W. AÁsnorr. 


Washington Secular Union. 


Words fail me to express the sorrow or to describe 
the loss sustained by the Washington Secular Union 
by the death of Gsorge M. Boman. 


WASHINGTON BEOULAR Union, Jan. 1, 1891. 

Mrs. Mary E. Boman, Dear Madam: Ata special meeting 
of the board of directors of the Washington Secular Union 
held Sunday, Dec. 28, 1890, were passed resolutions of re- 
spect and sympathy with you at the loss of your noble hus- 
band, our treasurer and brother director, which resolutions 
will be duly forwarded to you when properly engrossed. 

Under our constitution no nominations for officers are 
allowed to be made. Yet upon the first ballot for treasurer 
you were unanimously chosen to fill the unexpired term of 
the late George M. Boman. : 

The directors realize that none so well as you, his honored, 
loved, and loving wife, knew the nobility of his nature, the 
integrity and benevolence of his life, or can better appreciate 
the honor of being his successor. : 

The board of directors repectfully entreat you to accept 
the trust and duties of treasurer and director thus imposed 
upon you, confident that the affectionate wife and able help- 
meet of our lamented brother in his every good word and 
work is not alone the unanimous choice of the officers, but 
of every member of the Washington Secular Union. 

Respecifully, your friend, and coworker for reason, right, 
and truth, C. B. REYNOLDS, 

l Secretary Washington Secular Union. 


We all rejoice that Mrs. Boman has accepted the 
position, not slone because she is a genuin Infidel 
possessing great business tact and ability, but also 
because her acceptance as treasurer and director givs 
us & woman on the board of directors, among our 
chief offi ers— practical realization of our principles 
recognizing equal righta for all men and all women 
with men. 

At a special meeting of the directors, held Sunday, 
Jan. 4, 1891, itemized accounts of all receipts and 
expenditures by the treasurer and secretary, up to 
date, were presented, audited, and approved. The 
following is a summary: 


Total receipts for membership... . eee 

Total receipts for defense fund $e 
Tota iiie eee eee eae soe erre se he aeos aseo nao dune . $461 50 

Expended by treasurer............ . .. . . . $ 57 75 

Expended by secretary. . 174 52 

One-half membership fees paid to secretary $108 50 

Total expenditure... ............... $340 77 

Cash on hand. Ie (test each s eo Tee bad 888 $120 73 
ee — $461 50 


Take notice what a sinecure! what a soft snap! 
what a bonanza! the seoretary bas had. The consti- 
tution provides that the salary of the secretary shall 
not exceed $1,200 per year. At the first meeting of 
the directors it was voted that one-half of the fees 
received from membership should, up to the amount 
of $1,200, be devoted exclusivly to payment of the 

salary of the secretary. 
The total amount received by the secretary from 
the Washington Secular Union for the year’s services 
of incessant bard work each day, and very often the 
larger part of the night, has been $108.50, less than 
thirty cents a day, $9 a month—and find himself. 

I could not hav “found” myself or family—should 
hay been Jost to the work—but for the generous 
personal contributions of my Liberal friends, and 
the proceeds of my occasional brief lecture trips. 
I rejoice to announce that if the salary of the secre- 
tary has been exceedingly small, such cannot be said 
of the work accomplished or its results. 

The foundation of our state organization is now 
well laid. The plans of the glorious stracture of 
practical organization commend the admiration of 
all who study them. We hav, during the past year, 
labored under very many and great disadvantages, 
met and overcome many obstacles, and realize that 
much of hard, thankless work and self-sacrifice are 
required to carry the good work to completion. 
But the outlook is most encouraging; each week of 
late we hav been cheered by rapid increase of mem- 
bership, and more general and earnest interest. At 
the annual meeting to be held at the G. A. R. Hall, 
Second street, Seattle, on Sunday (morning, after- 
` noon, and evening), Feb. 22, 1891, the directors will 
make a full report of the work accomplished, that 
cannot fail to greatly rejoice and encourage all good 
Liberals, and prove & source of just pride to the 
members of the Washington Secular Union. 

The necessity of even more rigid economy, and the 
advice of the lamented Geo. M. Boman, induced me 
to remove to Freemont, a suburb of Seattle, virtu- 
ally part of the city (the electric street-cars run from 
the post-office in Seattle to Freemont every twenty 
minutes, fare five cents, and only fifteen minutes’ ride). 
` Henceforth all mail matter for me should be ad- 
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dressed, Lock Box 5, Freemont, Wash. The office 
is now located next to the corner of Grand and 
Maple avenues, where all good Liberals, and espe- 
cially members of the Washington Sscular Union, 
will be sure of most glad and hearty welcome. 
O. B. Reyyoxps, 
Seo. Washington Secular Union. 
Lock Box 5, Freemont, Wash. 
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Sabbath Desecration. 
From the Portland Oregonian. 

Colonel Shepard, of the New York Mail and 
Express, recently refused to advertise the program 
of a Sunday evening sacred concert at the Casino 
because it included, besides church music, some of 
the grand airs from the Italian opera, which were 
given for the benef t of people who could not afford 
to enjoy the opera. At the recent Presbyterian ban- 
quet in this city one of the speakers remarked that 
“Sabbath desecration has attained such a pitch of 
insolence that it defies all law, human and divine. It 
is time we were remembering that God reigns and 
that his law cannot be violated with impunity.” As 
a matter of fact, the Hebrew Sabbath according to 
Deuteronomy, Nehemiah, and Hosea, was a day of 
joy, mirth, and good cheer, a holiday in memory of 
the deliverance of the Ieraelites from their slavery 
in Egypt. Emanuel Deutsch, one of the highest 
authorities on Jewish questions, says: 

We cannot refrain from entering our emphatic protest 
against the vulgar notion of the Jewish Sabbath being a 
thing of grim austerity. It was precisely the contrary, a 
day of joy and delight, a feast diy. honored by the best 
cheer, by wine and lights and spices and other things of 
preéminently bodily import. 

Certain other Old Testament laws, found in Exodus, 
gave to the Sabbath a Farsh and inhuman meaning. 
Fires were forbidden on the Sabbath, and men were 
stoned to death for gathering sticks on that day. 


It is clear, therefore, that the idea of humanity and 


freedom attached by some laws of the Bible to the 
Sabbath was entirely reversed in others. The severe 
and harsh view of the Sabbath was ignored and often 
violated by Jesus, who nowhere leaves a word in favor 
of keeping it. He said “the Sabbath was made for 
man, and not man for the Sabbath,” and that “ it is 
lawful to do well on the Sabbath.” He treated it ae 
other days, and was denounced as “ not of God, be- 
eause he keepeth not the Sabbath.” Archbishop 
Whately says, “Jesus did decidedly and avow- 
edly violate the Sabbath.” The apostles and fol 
lowers of Jesus were indifferent to the day, and 
there is not in the whole New Testament a pre- 
cept calling men to keep the Sabbath. Finally it 
was positivly forbidden. Another day was soon set 
apart, our Christian Sunday. For a long time labor 
was allowed upon it. Even under the famous law of 
the emperor Constantine farmers were allowed to 
labor freely on Sunday. The emperor Charlemagne 
finally forbade labor on Sunday. 

The doctrin that Sunday was a substitute for the 
Sabbath was rejected by Melancthon and by Calvin, 
who rebuked the “superstition of Ssbbatism." 
Luther, with characteristic strong sense, said Sun- 
day was not to be kept because Moses ccmmanded 
it, but because nature feaches us to rest; and he 
added, If auywhere the day is made holy for the 
mere day’s sake, then I order you to work on it, ride 
on it, dance on if, to do anything that will remove 
this encroachment on Christian spirit and liberty.” 
Sports were long allowed on Sunday. In Scotland 
a law of 1457 ordered the practice of archery on 
that day, and King James, who gave us our bast 
English translation of the Bible, wrote a book advo- 
cating leaping, dancing, and May games after 
“ meeting on Sunday, to keep the people from tip- 
pling. The Puritens, in opposition to Luther and 
Oalvin, taught that Sunday was a substitute for the 
Hebrew Sabbath, derived its authority from that day, 
and should be kept like it. The present heirs to 
Puritan errors still persist in calling Sunday the 
Sabbath, despite the fact that Sabbath meant Sat- 
urday through all the Bible and the early Christian 
cburch, and still means that among the Jewish peo- 
ple. The Puritans in trying to make Sunday another 
Sabbath did not take as a model the true, humane 
Sabbath of rest, freedom, and joy, the Sabbath of 
the book of Deuteronomy, of Nehemiah and Hosea; 
but the Sabbath of Exodus, during which there 
could be no labor nor innocent pleasure. The Long 
Parliament legislated against “ vainly and profanely 
walking ” on Sunday; King Charles was rebuked by 
the Scotch clergy for smiling on that day. Some 
God-fearing people of Glasgow, as they came out of 
church, once fell upon and almost killed a drover 
who was going by whistling, and Buckle tells of 
some fishermen on the northern coast of Scotland 
who went out on Sunday to save a ship in a storm 
and had to do penance for it. In Boston there was 
once a cage for Sabbath-breakers. It is this Puritan 
view of Sunday that has completely passed away, 
and given place to the justification of the observance 
of Sunday as a day of necessary social and spiritual 
recreation and refreshment. At a synod of Scotch 
churches in 1867 the Puritan Sunday was admitted 
to be a failure, and the great Dr. Guthrie declared! 
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he had seen more drunkenness in an hour in London 
and Edinburgh than in five months in Paris, where 
he counted thirty-three theaters and places of amuse- 
ment open on Sunday. On the continent not only 
churches, but libraries, reading-rooms, art galleries, 
and everything that educates are kept open on Sun- 
day more than any other day. 

.. These are ihe facts concerning Sunday ; its origin, 
its past austere and vicious perversion by the Puritan ; 
its present genial and liberai observance that is 
stigmatized as “desecration” by the theological 
bourbons of the pulpit. Among other signs that we 
are on the eve of a “ New Reformation” we include 
the larger freedom and humsne observance of the 
Christian Sunday, which is to-day construed exactly 
as Christ construed the Jewish Sabbath, viz.: that it 
was lawful to do anything on Sunday that is proper 
on other days. About a year ago the Rev. H. M. 
Simmons delivered a sermon on the Sunday question 
before the Unitarian Society of Minneapolis, Minn., 
and he handled it fesrlessly. He exposed the ab- 
surdity of Evangelist Moody, who refused to take 
the Sunday train over to St. Paul one cold Sunday 
afternoon, but went over ina team. The team broke 
the biblical laws as much as the train; his driver 
broke them, and had Moody’s admirers accompanied 
him to St. Paul by team rather than by train, where 
would hav been the spiritual advantage in tiring out 
a hundred horses and drivers rather than riding 
comfortably in a train in a third of the time with 
only a twentieth of the human labor? This is the 
unanswerable question that Rev. Mr. Simmons put 
to Evangelist Moody. Mr. Simmons concluded his 
defense of the railroads as follows: i 

In view of what railroads are doing to enable hundreds of 
people to see God's green fields and their friends and families 
on this their rest-day, and to come to our city and hear sound 
evangelical sermons, and all with go little sinful labor of 
men and none at all of forbidden horses, I say, ‘‘ Blessings 
on the Sunday trains.” 

Ot Sunday newspapers Mr. Simmons makes stout 
defense. If Sunday work makes a paper wicked, 
then it is the Monday paper that should be gup- 
pressed, whioh contains the reports of the sermone. 
If the newsboys ought to be ordered home, why, 
then we must order home the coschmen and horses 
of Colonel Shepard of the New York Mail who hav 
broken the biblical law. To the objection that the 
Sunday paper is not good, or that its good is mingled 
with bad, with murders, bigamies, and adulteries, 
Mr. Simmons answers: 

But so is the good in the Bible mingled with similar reports 
of Jacob’s bigamy and David’s adultery, of Joshua’s mani- 
fold murders and the Psalmist’s blessing on the man who 
should dash the Babylonian babes against the stones. Still 
preachers do not call the Bible bed because of these con- 
tents. Why should such writings be called divine in the 
scriptures, and devilish in the papers? Preachers excuse 
them in the Bible, saying, It is a picture of life, and must 
giv the evil as well as the good.” So is the newspaper—and 
we must expect it to contain both bad and good. It pictures 
murders as brutal as that of Samuel hewing Agag in pieces 
before the Lord—it contains poems as erotic as Solomon's 
Song, and plenty of matter no more fit to go intoa family 
than is the biblical story of Amnon and his sister, or of Lot 
and his daughters. There is always, in a great paper, good 
reading for all who want it. On the whole a paper seems a 
good thing for Sunday. Or if it is not good for Sunday, 
then it is not good for Saturday, and the same principle 
which would suppress to-day’s issue, would suppress the 
wh newspaper system. But the system is admitted to be 
good. . 

Replying to Rev. Herrick Johnson's dogmatic 
declaration that “the Sunday newspaper had not 
on to stay, if God had come to stay,” Mr. Simmons 
SAIC: 

But Herrick Johnson’s God has not come to stay, and is 
rapidly retiring before a juster and truer one. That God of 
the biblical story, who forbade fire on the Sabbath, and 
ordered men slain for picking up sticks, has already gone. 
And any God whose orders retain the least injustice and in- 
humanity is destined to go in like manner. Not the God of 
creation fable which has proved false, or of a theology which 
desecrates Sunday by preaching that deity is partial, but the 
God of nature and law, of justice and love, of human righta 
and human hearts; this is the God who has come to stay. 
This God“ worketh hitherto? through all the eons before 
Adam, and ever since, coming with new creation every 
summer, and still smiling on us in this Sunday morning sun- 
shine. But he worketh best on earth through the growth of 
human justice, and is worshiped best by our helpfulness to 
each other. His Sabbath is kept, not by resting in honor of 
&rest that he has never taken—but in the spirit of that 
better Jewish law, by giving rest to- the weary, freedom to 
the enslaved, aid to.the oppressed and poor, and joy to all. 
Buch a spirit consecrates Sunday and all other days with it. 


— 9— ————— 
Leetures and Meetings. 


AvausTUS A. Levey, of New York, president of the Man- 
hatten Liberal Club, will lecture at the Newark Liberal 
League on Sunday afternoon, January 18th. Subject: 
“ Events in 1957.” 


W. F. JAuiESON is giving a course of six lectures in Cor- 
rectionville, Ia., where, during the year, he has already 
given a number of lectures. Mr. Jamieson has favored giv- 
ing lectures in a town for not Jess than one week. He says: 
** Persistent, educativ lectures are what count for Liberal. 
ism. One or two lectures in a place may be more profitable 
for the speaker, but funds expended for one or two lectures 
are almost entirely thrown away. Longer engagements and 
more thorough work is the demand of the hour." He next 
expects to visit Kingsley and Marcus, Ia. Address him at 
his permanent address, Des Moines, Ia. 
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^  Gommunications. 


Religions Banking and Bankers.—Miss Willard 
in a State of Eclipse. 


The city of Chicago had an instructiv winding up 
of the year of grace 1890, in the failure of the bank- 
ing firm of S. A. Kean & Oo. This was, par em- 
inence, a religious firm, organized in a very wicked 
city, to show to the world of transgressors how busi- 
ness, and particularly banking business, could and 
ought to be done in a strictly Christian way. It 
opened its daily business with religious exercises. 
The Bible was its standard of morals. Under such 
professions it secured the confidence of the religious 
public. Having no sufficient capital on which to do 
so large & business as it undertook to do, and after 
enjoying and profiting by the public confidence for 
some years, it broke up, leaving a large number of 
people who had put their funds into the bank for 
safe keeping to find that they were indeed safely 
kept, not for them, but from them. During the 
legal investigation that ensued, subpœnas were sent 
out to two Methodist ministers who were said to hav 
closed up their accounts on the day of the assign- 
ment, knowing that the bank was about to break, 
and that they would lose their money unless lifted. 
If discovered that such was the fact, the court no 
doubt would ask these gentlemen to return the 
amounts withdrawn, and share the losses of the rest 
of the depositors who were not informed of the real 
condition of affairs. 

These saintly bankers it seems were greatly ad- 
mired by Miss Frances Willard, and she is now at- 
tracting much public attention by a most extraor- 
dinary letter published in the Chicago Zribune ; and 
which, bearing as it does upon the subject I am dissus- 
sing, will be published, it is hoped, in Taz TRUIR 
Sucker, so that its readers may learn something of 
the character of this remarkable woman and judge 
of the fairness of my criticism. Miss Willard, speak- 
ing in her letter of the losses which some of her pet 
institutions hav suffered by the Kean failure, says: 
“That $1,000 will replace all the lesses of the 
Woman's Ohristian Temperance Union ; that $3,000 
are the losses of the Temple; while the Woman’s 
Temperance Publishing House receives every day 
nearly half as much as it had on deposit with Mr. 
Kean.” From the new religious method of keeping 
accounts, can any of this world’s arithmeticians and 
bookkeepers tell how much money was actually lost 
by the publishing house? The Chicago 7'ibune, in 
an editorial published during the process of expogure 
up to date, says: i 

The Kean bank may fittingly be described as a sink of 
corruption. The more it is stirred the worse it smells. The 
„business seems to hav been systematically misrepresented 
for years, and the legitimate inference is it was done for the 
express purpose of deceiving so much of the public as might 
be tempted to risk cash there. The whole thing recalls a 


remark by Bunyan about some men who make of religion 
a stalking-horse that they may gain thereby.” 


While the Kean failure and the amount of the de- 
faleation will not appear in the list of embezzle- 
ments for the year 1890," just published in a 77i5- 
wne's extra, numbering 462 persons, and the funds 
stolen amounting to $8,622,956, the losses by this 
firm will be published in the list of defaulters for 
ihe year 1891. ' 

Miss Willard, as the reader of her letter will see, 
censured the pulpit and the pew-holders, because 
they did not “leap into the arena” to vindicate the 
character of poor innocent brother Kean. She says: 
* His thirty years of clean life and helpful service in 
Chicago Home Missionary Work, Young Men's Chris. 
tian Association work, Sunday-sehool and Temper- 
ance work, his simple, plain way of living, seem to 
me factors worth recounting in the present crisis. 
Thirty years of good behavior and brotherly help- 
fulness, ought to count for something; and not to 
hav failed before, in all the financial crises of Chi- 
cago, should surely count for something. Although 
I Iam pained beyond expression by the silence of the 
good, it is then true that the world’s people stand 
by each other better than do members of the house- 
hold of faith.” 

It is noteworthy. here that Miss Willard is “ pained 
beyond expression,” not by the coolly planned and 
executed villainy of Kean & Oo., in robbing confiding 
depositors of their hard-earned money, but because 
of the silence of the clergy and pew-holders, and 
esed 5 a leaping into the arena to de- 

en e character of a man proved 
hard-hearted swindler. : ene 

After another glorification of Mr. Kean’s high 
character “as a leading Prohibitionist, a representa- 
tiv Methodist, and banker for the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union and its affiliated interests,” this 
model Christian lady hints that “hatred of the tem- 
perance cause may be back of all this” persecution 
of an innocent man. But how could the haters of 
the temperance cause, by which she means the oppo- 
nents of Prohibition, hav anything to do either with 
bringing about the rottenness and scoundrelism of 
the bank, or its exposure to the public? The in- 
stinets of this class would prevent them from invest- 


ing in such a bank, for they are of the world, and 
shrewd observers of mankind are suspicious of those 
who are over-much righteous; and it was the plun- 
dered depositors who set the dogs of the law on the 
track of the rogues and chased them down. 

Migs Willard, in her letter referred to, has eclipsed 
her own fame. For years she has posed before the 
publie as a reformer of bad morals; for morals may 
be either good or bad. She is so outrageously be- 
nevolent that she wishes to compel people by law to 
drink no intoxicating liquor, not even cider or wine, 
because she ssys—in defiance of scripture—that it 
is sinful so to do. She wants to shut the doors of 
the Columbian -Exposition because she thinks it 
would be wrong, although the vast majority of the 
people can see no harm in it at all. She wants to 
put a religious creed into the national Constitution, 
enforce it by law, and subject all who are convicted, 
either of heresy or Sabbath-breaking, to fine or im- 
prisonment. And yet this lady, whom all the relig- 
ious women in the country regard and imitate as a 
model saint, is so stone-blind that she cannot dis- 
tinguish between an honest man and a set of delib- 
erate swindlers and thieves, provided the latter are 
pious and devoted Methodists who do business on 
Bible principles, and perfume the rooms of their 
banking-house with the odor of sanctity. 

It is alleged that Miss Willard, in her zeal to de- 
stroy the Pauline character of the Methodist church 
and open up the way for woman to exercise all the 
official functions that men now perform, is aiming to 
become a bishop. But judging from the tone of her 
letter, written obviously with the intent to sanction 
and sanctify the character of Kean notwithstanding 
his doings as a banker, what an overseer of the 
church she would make! It is well known that the 
pirates and brigands of Italy and Mexico, although 
outlawed by their governments, keep priests to act 
as chaplains, and administer saving ordinances of the 
church, when any of them are about to die in the act 
of robbery or murder. Judging from Miss Willard’s 
letter, and her total inability to see the difference be- 
tween right and wrong, when the wrong is practiced 
by a pious Methodist and Prohibitionist, what a sink 
of iniquity the Methodist church would become un- 
der such an overseer! John Tetzel, in the sixteenth 
century, thunderstruck all the honest people in Eu- 
rope, and hastened on the Reformation, by the sale 
of indulgences to commit sin. The pope, in order to 
raise money for religious purposes, especially to 
build St. Peter's church at Rome, gave Tetzel a 
license to forgiv people's sins, provided they gave 
freely of their money to church purposes. Sins of 
all degrees of criminality would be bleached into virt- 
ues the moment the money was paid. Miss Willard 
would be another Tetzel. She has not a word to say 
in the condemnation of the robberies deliberately, 
and for years, perpetrated by the Kean bank, either 
because they were committed by a pious Methodist 
whose sins she knows, past, present, and to come, 
were blotted out of the book of God’s remembrance, 
having been stoned for by the blood of Jesus; or, 
because Mr. Kean was a Christian after the order of 
Saint Jacob, who felt that, being a favorit of God, 
he had a right to cheat the Labans who put their 
money into his hands for safe keeping. May we not 
hope that her boldness, only equaled by that of the 
monk Tetzel, will, like his, arouse the slumbering sen- 
timent of justice in the hearts of the honest people in 
the Methodist church, and lead them to retire that 
Indy from public gaze as a moral reformer, and send 
her where she can become a student in some primary 
school of ethics? He Su 

But I am encroaching on your space; and if you 
will publish Miss Willard’s letter, which I inclose, I 
will postpone the remainder of what I hav to say on 
this subject till the next week. VINDEX. 

Jan. 3, 1891. d 


MISS WILLARD'8 LETTER. 

For days I hav waited to see some leader in the 
pulpit or pew leap into the arena of public contro- 
versy in defense of S. A. Kean. His thirty years of 
clean life and helpful service in Chicago home mis- 
sionary work, Young Men’s Christian Association 
work, Sunday-school and temperance work, his sim- 
ple, plain way of living, his continuous honorable 
connection in the most prominent way with a bank 
as widely known as any in Chicago, seemed to me 
factors worth recounting in the present crisis. 
Thirty years of good behavior and brotherly helpful- 
ness ought to count for something among one’s fel- 
low-men ; and not to hav failed before in all the finan- 
cial crises of Chicago and the country at large, 
should surely count for something. Although I am 
pained beyond expression by the silence of the good, 
it is then true that the world’s people stand by each 
other better than do members of the household of 
faith. If “Mike” MeDonald had been so universally 
assailed would there hav been so few voices raised in 
his behalf? Does the edifice of character, so slowly 
and patiently builded, count for so very little where 
storms of disaster fall? When one is dead we love 

| to tell of his good and generous deeds. Why should 
we not when one is wounded and stricken on life's 


treacherous highway? How soon a whisper can’ 
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tarnish a reputation. How do we know but that 
systematic whispering may hav been a large ingredi- 
ent in the witch’s broth that has so boiled and 
frothed in the city press for a week past? The 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union and its affili- 
ated interests hav had Mr. Kean for banker during 
several recent years. He is a leading Prohibitionist, | 
a representativ Methodist layman. Who knows 
what hatred of the temperance cause may be back 
of all this—what blow aimed at an organized move- - 
ment against the liquor traffic? 
Happily we hav never had much money to deposit 
at any one time, and so far as I know $1,000 will re- 
place all the losses of the Woman's Christian Tem- 
perance Union and $3,000 those of the Temple, while 
the Woman’s Temperance Publishing House receives 
every day nearly half as much as it had on deposit 
with Mr. Kean. But I know by my correspondence 
that the press of the country understand that an 
appalling calamity has overtaken the white ribbon. 
movement. Possibly. “The wish is father to the 
thought.” There is joy in heaven over one sinnner 


‘that repenteth. There is doubtless joy in hell over 


one saint that falls. Beyond a peradventure there is 
a rejoicing in every grog shop of the city where the 
temperance cause or any of its advocates is overtaken 
by misfortune, seeming or real. 

But “God is not dead,” as Sojourner Truth re- 
minded Fred Douglas in a great emergency. The 
Bible in business, prayer in a banking-house, these 
are consistent Ohristian means and methods and 
worthy of all good report. Christ and his cause will 
come more and more into contact with every-day life 
of trade. Let us hope for the best, believe in the 
vindication of character, the rehabilitation of reput&- 
tion, and the triumph of eternal justice toward the 
banker as well as his depositors. This is a woman’s 
pen, titled lance fashion in this tournament of opin- 
ion, “ with malice toward none and charity for all.” 

Franozs H. WILLARD. 


Mathematical Evidence Against Immortality. 


I admire the candor and sincerity of Mr. W. W. 
Walker in yours of the 27th inst. He objects to the 
Brotherhood of Moralists because it requires its 
members to combat the belief in the so-called spirit 
manifestations as vain delusions. He calls himself 
an Agnostic on the subject of Spiritualism, being not 
fully convinced of its truth. He “waits for the 
light"——for positiv evidence that Spiritism is either 
true or false, admitting that the phenomena alluded 
to may possibly be attributed to other causes.” 

Oan such desire for knowing the truth be highly 
enough extolled? Is it not worthy of emulation by 
those of our Spiritualistic allies who rail at Material- 
ists for not accepting such phenomena as positiv evi- 
dence of spirit existence? Mr. Walker seeks for 
satisfactory evidence of an after life, or for proof 
that this heirloom of ancient ignorance and supersti- 
tion is a fallacy. Can such evidence be produced? 
I believe it can. For instance, what if it can be 
mathematically demonstrated that human souls hav 
been already evolved from this planet in such num- 
bers—provided always that any hav been evolved at 
all—that they extend in a compact mass far beyond 
our sun in every radial direction? Think of that, 
Mr. Walker, and ye believers in immortality, a com- 
pact mass of souls filling the space surrounding our 
earth within a radius of many millions of miles, and 
this accomplished within a few thousand years! 
And our planet one of the smallest ones giving, or 
which will giv, birth to life and mind essentially the 
same as ours. The extent of soul evolution—if any 
is going on—has never yet been computed, and the 
believer in immortality has been left in blissful igno- 
ranee of it, but when its extent is presented to him 
in round and undeniable figures it will prove a stag- 
gerer. If then the human souls already evolved 
from our planet occupy such a vast area of space, 
what of the souls that hav been and will be evolved 
at some time from our vastly greater sister planets ? 
And where will the necessary room be found for the 
souls that will eventually see the light of day in our 
parent planet, the sun, when her life and mind gen- 
erating period arrives? Would her soul product 
alone not extend into the domains of adjoining plan- 
etary systems? And what of the inferior organisms 
springing in vastly greater numbers from all these: 
various orbs, beings to whom immortality the same 
as ours is conceded by Spiritists? Where will the 
necessary room for all of them be found, please tell 
me? But this is only a moiety of what we hav to 
consider in computing the necessary space required 
for all immortal minds evolved throughout the uni- 
verse; for all progressiv scientists agree that every 
orb in infinit space will at some time during its exist- 
ence produce essentially the same beings as this 
planet has produced, all having sprung from the 
same stock. 

Now, then, it can be mathematically demonstrated 
that the soul-product of our system (if there be 
such) will, when the sun has added her vast quota to 
it, encroach upon and occupy the domain of several 
adjoining planetary systems. Do not deride the 
idea, but wait for indisputable figures, data, and 
statistics. This fact established, I ask, Where will 
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the necessary room for the souls of these neighbor- 
ing systems be found? I pause forareply. Will 
it be forthcoming? The soul-product of the plan- 


ets and sun constituting our system is of such mag- 


nitude, always presuming that there is any at all, 
that if they produced but a fraction of the organ- 
isms evolved of them, their souls would be crowded 
into these adjoining systems in a compact mass 
standing side by side and on top of each other like 
pickled herrings (with not a particle of spare room 
to flap their wings in), and the souls of these other 


systems would be similarly crowded into ours. 


That these systems gyrate in space, nor maintain 
their respectiv positions, matters not, for their inter- 
vening distances remain virtually the same, that ie, 
where some recede, others approach, thus preserving 
their equal distribution through the vast expanse of 
space. The eventual filling up of the latter, if im- 
mortality were true, would be the inevitable result, 
nay, would hav been the inevitable result an infinit 
number of times already, for hav not an infinit num- 
ber of life and mind evolving world systems pre- 
ceded those in existence now? Contemplate. the 
meaning of eternity, ye believers in individual im- 
mortality, with all that it implies, and then ask your. 
self, Can such doctrins be true? Is it possible for 
nature to eternally evolve gpirits without eventually 
filling up the spaces that divide the life-producing 
worlds pervading it? Is it possible to eternally add 
to the contents of a vessel already full to overflowing ? 
And what of the souls evolved of these infinit num- 
bers of dead and dying worlds that hav preceded 
ours? What has become of them? Why do our 
self-styled * spirit-mediums“ not giv us some infor- 
mation concerning these spirits of former worlds? 
And what of the souls that will be evolved of the 
worlds now in embryo, and which will exist when 
our entire present systems will again be resolved 
into their original cosmic dust? Eternity is a fact, 
gentlemen, a hard, solid, indisputable fact. Eternity 
and nature will exist when all present existences or 
formations will be obliterated, and appear to the 
minds of futurity as we now contemplate the beings 
and worlds of former epochs. If a few paltry mill- 
ions of years will fill all space with immortal souls, 
what chance for immortality is there for the beings 
evolved of future worlds? Olaim it for us and not 
concede it to them? With the same justice may the 
beings of former worlds hav claimed it for themselvs 
and denied it to us, seeing that the interstellar spaces, 
being limited in extent, admit of only a limited num- 
ber of souls. You say that space is unlimited. 
Very true, but are the worlds pervading it not as 
unlimited? Is space not being filled with souls by 
an unlimited number of worlds, if the doctrin of im- 
mortality be true? Can you claim this alleged boon 
for the beings evolved of this insignificant speck 
alone, and not grant it to the beings of far superior 
worlds? Down upon such presumption and conceit ! 
Admitting the infinity of space, the infinity of the 
life-producing planets must be admitted also, leav- 
ing no outside promenading grounds into which the 
world's entire soul-product may penetrate to flop 
` their wings and shout hallelujahs in. 

Conceding the infinity of space, the interplanetary 
apaces separating the worlds are measurable, hence 
limited, showing beyond all reasonable doubt that 
it is only a question of measurable time when these 
intervening spaces will be filled with souls to their 
utmost capacity by the infinit number of life and 
mind evolving worlds. And what then? Would 
further soul-evolution not be an absolute impossibil- 
ity? Oan the fallacy of immortality, therefore, not 
be mathematically and scientifically proved! 

With these undeniable facts before him, can Mr. 
Walker still wonder thet Materialists regard modern 
Spiritualism as the outgrowth of ignorance and su- 
perstition, and must he therefore not look for the 
causes of so-called spirit manifestations elsewhere! 

Marengo, III., Dee. 29,1890. H. WrrrsTE:N. 
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W. S. Bell Goes to Sea. 


I went to the Broadway pier in San Francisco, two 
weeks ago, to take the steamer for Ft. Bragg, two 
hundred miles distant. I may say, fo begin with, 
that my trip was not a thing of beauty or a joy for- 
ever. 

A life on the ocean wave, 
And & home on the rolling deep, 


is very good poetry, but it is one of those cases 
where bis distance lends enchantment to the view. 
The ship I sailed in could not, strictly speaking, 
be called & floating palace. The Coos Bay, for that 
is her name, is quite & small boat, and as she rolls 
and pitches about in the least bit of rough weather, 
the profane and sea-sick passengers familiarly call 
her an old tub." She has no spacious saloons such 
as the Providence and Bristol floating palaces of 
New York hav. No ladies’ cabin or gentlemen's 
cabin, where one may sit on cushioned seats under 
an electric light and read the latest magazine or “My 
Uncle Benjamin." You find no room of any kind ex- 
cept a very small one, a half apology for a dining- 
room. As soon as you come upon deck yeu are run 
slong the gangway 9 few steps and then into s little 
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pen, and there you are stalled and installed for the 
whole trip. It is true you may take a step or two 
from your door to the dining.room, if you feel so 
disposed, and most of the passengers do not feel so 
disposed. It is one of the luxuries of a home on the 
rolling deep that they willingly forego. 

As soon as I was steered into my little pen I 
looked about me to take in the situation. Here I 
was 1n a stateroom that possessed every feature of a 
stateroom except that of stateliness. True, it was a 
room, but it was not a roomy room. I could stand 
up, sit down, or lie down. I was cabined, cribbed, 
and confined. The berth, or shelf, upon which I 
had to bestow my delicate frame of two hundred 
avoirdupois, was probably twenty inches wide. Aud 
as the one above it was not very much above it, I 
found ii very difficult to put myself in a reposeful 
position. ] 

I did not go to bed until the Coos Bay steamed 
far outside the Golden Gate, and was heaving and 
pitching amid the waves of a heavy sea. 

The window to this dry-goods box of a state-room 
was correspondingly small. I had to open it to look 
out upon the rolling deep. I hav seen horses’ heads 
protruding through a similar.sized space in the side 
of the stable. I fancied a resemblance in pasture, at 
least. I peered out of this aperture to aee a whale 
that the sailors said was seen. I caught a sight of 
his flukes, but did not see him spout. 

Although our voyage along the Pacific coast was 
not quite as pacific as it might be, it was neverthe- 
less entirely too rough for the lady passengers. 
Poor things! When they came on board rigged up 
in fine style, and as gay as peacocks, they looked 
charming, but next morning, after they had besn 
heaving Jonah all night, they were a pretty sight. 

The Pacific coast is very unlike the Atlantic coast 
in the matter of bays and harbors. -Here we hav 
but few bays. The coast has little indentures like 
saw teeth, which, in good weather, a steamer can run 
into and make a landing, but even a heavy ocean 
swell prevents a landing. When we reached Ft. 
Bragg, there was too much “swell on” and we could 
not land. Our tub turned about and ran back over 
her course twenty miles, and put into port at Little 
River, where we lay all night. 

In the morning the Coos Bay steamed out, and 
made a landing, in a few hours afterward, at Mendo- 
cino City. Our captain informed us that we must 
go ashore here, as he should return directly to San 
Francisco. Here was where I came to grief. The 
Coos Bay-was lying off shore two hundred yards. 
We had to get into the small boat and be transferred 
to a lighter, and from the lighter raised seventy-five 
feet by & derrick, and thus transported high and dry 
on land. 

Although our ship was lying in comparativly quiet 
waters, she was nevertheless greatly moved by the 
ocean swell. The small boat was lowered with two 
ladies in it, but I was invited to elimb down & ladder 
to get into the boat. Here was the ship rising and 
falling on the swell, and the small boat at her side 
rising and falling on the waves of a chopped sea 
much more rapidly. At one time the small boat 


‘would rise from three to four feet higher than it was 


a moment before. I managed to get over the gun- 
wale with some difficulty, snd made my descent until 
I came near the side of the small boat, then the 
officer said, Jump, and I let go, as that was about 
all the jumping to be done. . 

I landed in the boat and slipped upon my fall, 
and found myself with two skinned shins. We were 
carried to the lighter, and here again trouble was 
brewing for me. The passengers had to be helped 
up on the lighter out of the boat by parties standing 
on the lighter and taking us by the hand and giving 
a heave ahoy pull. 

I got there, but with an additional abrasion of one 
of the aforementioned underpinnings. I limped 
through the streets of Mendocino City inquiring for 
the time of the first stage to Fort Bragg. I was not 
amiable. 

A three hours’ ride brought me to Fort Bragg, a 
sawmill town, where I met good friends and a warm 
reception, by O. C. Johnson, Oscar Bucholtz, and 
many others. My lecture on * Liberty and Moral- 
ity” was well received by a large audience. On 
Sunday night the audience was not so large, but 
many who heard the lecture, “ The Evolution of Re- 
ligious Ideas,” were as much if not more pleased 


with it as they were with the other lecture. 


The churches exert every effort to keep the people 
away from our lectures. The Christian cannot stand 
the light. No prophecy could more surely foretell 
the downfall of superstition than this fear of the 
sunlight of science. 

My friends at Ft. Bragg had arranged, or thought 
they had, for me to lecture at Greenwood. But 
when I got there, I found that no arrangements had 
been made. The man whom I was to find a great 
Liberal, was nothing of the kind. I was exceedingly 
disappointed. Somebody lighted up the hall, but 
nobody came, not even my supposed Liberal friend. 
I could not get away, and so remained another night 
and proposed to lecture. The audience was com- 
posed of men. A collection of few dollars was 


raised; my supposed Liberal friend took up the col- 
lection. He is reported to make ten dollars a day 
and allowed me to pay my hotel bill. I was anxious 
to get out of Greenwood. Some said the boat would 
not land there (. e., at Little River) and that I had 
batter take the stage for Point Arena, eighteen miles 
away. The dread of having to stay in such a place 
for three days more and the possibility of having to 
get on board the Coos Bay in the same rough way 
that I disembarked, induced me to take the stage for 
Point Arena. Here they hav a pier to which the 
boat ties up. 

We reached Point Arena long before the boat was 
due. Isat around in the hotel till about 3 o’clook ; 
then everybody goes to the pier to see their 
friends or freight off. The boat was late. As she 
hove in sight the young people raised a faint cheer. 
It soon became doubtful whether she would come in. 
The doubt was not of long duration—she whistled 
three times and passed by. The gaiety leaves the 
people. We trudge back to the hotel. And here I 
was to stay three days in a lifeless town, and could 
not get away. As Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the mouth. of a whale (Talmage says Jonah 
was only in the whale’s mouth), so I remained three 
days and three nights in one of the most woebegone 
places it ever was my sad misfortune to bein. After 
the expiration of three days and three nights tbe de- 
spised tub came along, and I was as glad to get 
on board again as I was to get off.. Happy mortal 
was I when I got on the pier of San Franoisco, just 
about daylight, and rushed through crowds of hotel 
runners to cateh an early ferry-boat for Oakland. 

W. S. BELL. 
— — 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


An international Catholie scientifia congress is to 
be held in Paris in the beginning of April. Judging 
from the name taken by the gathering, it does well 
to open on the first of that month. 


Twelve persons hav been sentenced by the city 
court of Dessau to six months’ imprisonment each 
for blasphemous conduct. The wicked fellows made 
a parody on the cannibslistic feast known as the 
Lord’s supper. 


Religious persecution in Austria is on the increase. 
The other day a meeting was broken up by the police 
because some one read sloud Dr. Specht’s lecture, 
“Brain and Soul.” Science is free in Austria, but 
only so long as its teachings are not imparted to the 
people in general. 


During the past year Dr. Voelkel has given two 
hundred and twenty-five lectures, besides editing his 
paper; been indicted eight times for blasphemy— 
discharged in five instances; and has at present 
seven indictments for various heretical offenses pend- 
ing against him. Among the witnesses for the pros- 
ecution clergymen figure quite often; the Halle 
case has two such “holy” witnesses. 


The latest news from Sweden indicates a speedy. 
return to the former state of fraternity among the 
Freethinkers. Since the expulsion from the society 
of Henry Berghell, the various members of the ex- 
ecutiv board hav returned and resumed their duties. 
Mr. Lennstrand, whose splendid lecture on “ God” 
has recently been translated into German, bas not as 
yet reocoupied his presidential chair, but will, we hav 
no doubt, do so in the beginning of this year. 


The Belgian Freethinkers hav met with a great 
loss. Dr. César de Pæpe, vice-president of the 
Federation of Belgian Freethought societies, has 
breathed his last. The doctor was an activ Free- 
thinker, and a prominent scientist and philosopher. 
His name will liv forever among the Freethinkers of 
Belgium, and many Christians also will cherish his 
memory, for he, as La Raison gaye, '* possessed two 
qualities which mankind admire: geniality and 
goodness.” After the impressiv Secular funeral serv- 
ices were over, his remains were cremated, Dec. 25, 
1890. 

The Catholic church of Germany is feeling uneasy, 
owing to the large decrease of its membership dur- 
ing the past year, a fact owed, it is believed, to the 
intermarriage of Catholic men with Protestant 
women. To counteract this, two books hav appeared 
and are being circulated among the people. One, 
written by Paul Majunke, “extraordinary chamber- 
lain to his holiness the pope,” alleges that Martin 
Luther committed suicide; the other, by & Dr. 
Honef, resurrects the old story that “the colonel of 
the devils ordered these beings to proceed to Eis- 
leben, there to torment Luther, that he might, hated 
and feared by everyone, hang himself to the bedpost.” 


— +e 
Tr seems almost incredible that, in the latter part 
of the nineteenth century, a large proportion of the 
people of Europe still profess to believe the fables 
of the creation, fall, and redemption, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that science and reason both declare 
them to hav been impossible as historic occurrence. 
A. J. Hardwicke, F. R. C. &. 
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IN THE 


Trüth Seeker Annual for 1891 


WILL BE AN ARTICLE 
By HON, A. B. BRADFORD, 
ENTITLED 
The Disadvantage of Specialism in 
the Advocacy of Reform.: 


It is a view of our work which should lead to thought 
and discussion among the Freethinkers of the country. | 


Wm C Wallace, N Y 
N C Blanchard, La 

R H Clarke, Ala 

G L Laws, Neb 

John M Langston, Va 
I H Goodnight, Ky 
John T Heard, Mo 

J V McDuffle, Ala 
Felix Campbell, N Y 


their representativs at Washington stand, so far as 
this fractional expression of opinion reveals it, and 
we subjoin the list of those opposed, those favoring, 
and those afraid to say much about it : 
SENATORS OPPOSED TO SUNDAY OPENING. 


RF Pettigrew, S D 


James McMillan, Mich 


George Gray, Del 


John E Kenna, W Va 


SENATORS FAVORING SUNDAY OPENING, 


Jos C 8 Blackburn, Ky 


SENATORS WITH NO OPINION FOR PUBLICATION. 


P B Plumb, Kan 


REPRESENTATIVS OPPOSED TO SUNDAY OPENING. 


AO Harmer, Pa. 

D H Brunner, Pa 

N Dingley, Jr., Maine 
John F Lacy, lowa 
James Buchanan, N J} 
8 G Comstock, Minn 
Daniel Kerr, Iowa 

G H Funston, Kan 
Geo T Barnes, Ga 

B M Cutcheon, Mich 
OA Bergen, N J 

MS Brewer, Mich 

B A Enloe, Tenn 

M H Dunnell, Minn 
H C McCormack, Pa 
M L Smyser, Ohio 
Isaac 8 Strubble, Iowa 
Thos O Miller, SC 

J A Quackenbush, N Y 
Burton McMillin, Tenn 
Richard Vaux, Pa 

J H Walker, Mass 
Nathan Frank, Mo 

T G Skinner, N C 

W F Wilcox, Conn 
Joseph D Taylor, Ohio 
C S Wiiliams, Ohio 


REPRESENTATIVS FAVORING SUNDAY OPENING. 
CA Hil, Ill 


Silas Hare, Texas! 

G W Atkinson, W Va 
J P Flick, Iowa 

J Abbott, Tex 


Charles E Belknap, Mich‘ 


Geo W Fithian, Ill 


A Joseph, Delegate from 


New Mexico 


_ In renewing your subscription to The Truth Seeker 
inclose 25 cents and the Annual will be forwarded as 
soon as issued. 


In the Lone Star State. 

In opposition to the Secular Union of San Antonio, 
Texas, which is circulating a petition to the legisla- 
ture of that state to repeal Sunday laws, the clergy 
of that city are endeavoring to induce the same legal 
body to pass more stringent laws regarding the 
* holy" day of the Ohristians. Their special point, 
according to the Denison Gazetteer, is to prohibit 
. brass bands parading on Sunday, and the clergy all 
over the state are appealed to for assistance. The 
Gazetteer says: “If those outside the pale of the 
church are to be prevented from making music on 
Sunday, the law should aiso prohibit the ringing of 
church bells on that day. The noise of a good brass 
band is infinitly superior to the clang of half a 
dozen or more discordant bells, which drive the sick 
distracted, and serve no useful purpose whatever.” 

We ask every Freethinker in Texas who may read 
this to send to Oito Praeger, 262 East Commerce 
street, San Autonio, for copies of the petition against 
Sunday laws. When received circulate them exten- 
sivly and then send them before the last day of Febru- 


ary to the representativ of the district at Austin. 
— . Ua— 


The World's Fair. 


The Independent, which on the Bible in the schools 
and the taxation of church property questions is 
. with the Infidels, has on the Sunday question delib. 
erately chosen to go with the God-in-the-Constitution 
party, and waxes particularly hysterical over the 
proposed opening of the Chicago World’s Fair. Its 
. issue of the 8th instant contains several violent, ill- 
reasoned, and unfair articles in favor of closing the 
Fair, and also a Congressional expression of opinion 
thereon pro and con. This latter is of interest, but 
would, so far as the House of Representativs is con- 
cerned, hav been of greater interest had the Inde- 
pendent waited until the next Congress meets, for 
it will be that body which will act on the question 
if it is to be brought up in Congress at all, and the 
next Congress will not be composed of the game 
members as this. And itis our opinion that a oan- 
vass Of the next House will disclose more members 
in favor of Sunday opening than the present one. 
However, the people will be glad to learn how 


"W D Bynum, Ind 


C H Mansur, Mo z 
J E Washington, Tenn 
A J Hopkins, Del 
James B Reilly, Pa 

J W Van Shaick, Wis 
Robert Bullock, Ga 
Charles Tracey, N Y 

E J Turner, Kan 

J H Rowell, Il 

L E McComas 

M Biggs, Cal (exceptionally) 
Thomas M. Bayne, Pa 


^W H Crain, Tex 
J M Brower, N C 
Walter I Hayes, Iowa 
W C Whitthorne, Tenn 
H Btockbridge, Jr., Maryland 
John Lind, Minn 
George W E Dorsey, Neb 
8 R Peters, Kan 
John L Wilson, Washington 
H L Morey, Ohio 
R H Norton, Mo 
H O’Neall, Ind 
R P C Wilson, Mo 


REPRESENTATIVS WITH NO OPINION FOR PUBLICATION. 
H F Finley, Ky Wm F Barrett, Ind 
John H Wilson, Ky M M Boothman, Ohio 
C Boatner, La 

Senator John J. Ingalls, Kan., and Representativ 
W. M. Springer, Ill., desire Sunday opening for relig- 
ious exercises ; the former adds music. 

The majority of those favoring Sunday opening, 
as well as nearly all of those opposing, are decided 
and emphatic in giving their views. A few among 
these who favor the opening do so “to benefit the 
workingman,” and for other limited reasons. Sen- 
ators Manderson, of Nebrasks, and Biackburn, of 
Kentucky, deserve special credit for their open 
avowal of liberal opinions in this matter. The Rep- 
resentativs entitled to honorable mention for their 
unqualified frankness are John T. Heard, of Missouri; 
W. D. Bynum, of Indiana; J. P. Flick, of Lowa; 
Charles E. Belknap, of Michigan; Geo. W. Fithian, 
of Illinois; S. E. Peters, of Kansas; and H. O'Neall, 
of Indians. 9 

The situation at Chicago is briefly this: The 
matter rests with the Local Directory, as the National 
Commission will not interfere until that Directory 
submits its rules and regulations for the govern- 
ment of the Exposition. The Local Directory are of 
the opinion that present action by them with refer- 
ence to the Sunday opening of the Exposition is 
premature. The avowed reasons for this judgment 
are, that the question is sure to arouse conflict, and 
as many Other questions are now necessarily before 
the Directory involving serious conflict of judgment, 
this question of Sunday opening should not be raised 
until it is absolutely necessary to meet it; and that 
next spring there is to be another election of Local 
Directors, and some of the present board will prob- 
ably resign and others will be voted out, and hence 
any action taken by the present Directory may pos- 
sibly be reversed. 

That the Sabbatarians are afraid they will lose in 


‘the contest is plain. They are incensed at the 


National Commission and at the Local Directory for 
not settling the matter at once in their favor, “so 
that it may be published to the ends of the earth.” 
They consider it necessary to deny the report, tele- 
graphed over the country, that a prominent German 
bad bsen given a pledge by the Directory or the 
Commission that the gates of the Exposition would 
be opened on Sunday, and liquor sold on the prem- 
ises, as one inducement to his paying over his sub- 
scription. They are, too, afraid that Mammon will 
hav something to do in settling the question—that 
the gate receipts for Sundays will be too strong a 
temptation to the thrifiy Chicagoans. The railroads 
centering in Chicago, they say, can dump a hundred. 
thousand people into the city with their Sunday ex- 
eursion trains. What that will mean in the way of 
swollen receipts appalls them! Their hope rests with 
the national government, and Congress will be pes- 
tered by them without cessation. 

Ii will be seen from this that there is ample time 
for Liberals to roll up some big petitions in favor of 
Sunday opening; these petitions will hav large in- 
fluence in the matter, as offsetting the ones by the 
Sabbatarians, and the opportunity is a splendid 
one in which to work foy our principles. 

— — , — 


Two Kindly Corrections. 


In his letter on * The American Secular Union’s 
Policy,” printed elsewhere in this issue, Dr. West- 
brock says of his speech at Portsmouth, Ohio, there 
is not one word regarding theology or the claims 
which the church makes for the Bible. It simply 
shows why the Bible is not a suitable book to be 
read to children.” It seems to us that this last sen- 
tence contradicts the first, for we understand the 
church to claim that the Bible is just the book to be 
read to the young. If we hav misapprehended the 
attitude of the church in this matter we beg some the- 
ological authority to set us right. Moreover, Dr. 
Westbrook's view of the lecture does not agree with 
the estimate of it made by the Christian Statesman, 
which says: “It argues the question from the Infi- 
del point of view, and is in many portions a seurri- 
lous and blasphemous attack on the Bible as an ob- 
scene and cruel book. Other portions assail its au- 
thenticity and credibility.. As showing the animus 
and ultimate purpose of the assault on the religious 
element in education, the pamphlet will be helpful to 
the friends of the Bible in the schools.” And we 
must confess that after we had heard the speech and 


| then heard the genial president of the Union object 


to another orator’s radicalism we could see no valid 
reason for the objection unless the president desired 
to keep all the glory of opposing Ohristianity—for 
what is Christianity without its Bible ?—to himself. 

On another point, too, it seems to us the president 
of the Union falls into error. He says the Secular 
philosophy “is nothing less than Materialism pure 
and simple—nothing more. It is opposition to the 
supernatural. and the spiritual.” We understand 
this better since learning from the Progressiv 
Thinker that the president of the Union is a Spirit- 
ualist, but even then we fail to see why he opposes 
opposition to supernaturalism, since a spiritual exist- 
ence, if real, must necessarily be a part of nature, 
But is the Secular philosophy “opposition to the 
Spiritual!“ It is not so set down by its recognized 
advocate on this continent, whom Mr. Holyoake, the 
father of the philosophy, alleges to be its cléarest 
exponent, for he makes its first principle to be, 
“That the present life being the only one of which 
we hav any knowledge, its concerns claim our ear- 
nest attention.” This is not opposition to the spir- 
itual, for it does not maintain that this life is the 
only one of which we ea» hav any knowledge, but it 
is the very Agnostic position which the president 
asserts that intelligent Freethinkers like Huxley and 
Ingersoll assume. The principle quoted only affirms 
that up to date the world has no knowledge—that it 
does not 4now—of another world; and whether 
such world does exist it leaves to the future to dis- 
cover. The god question it also leaves to the future, 
not affirming, neither denying, “ for such as the father 
is, such is the son, and such is the holy ghost." 

It is true that the Secular philosophy by implica- 
tion contradicts every one of the most cherished 
Christian dogmas, and is pure Materialism. But 
that it does not directly oppose the spiritual, we hav 
the authority of the distinguished Secular philoso- 
phers who kindly permit Theists and Spiritualists to 
come into their fold and get warm. But why will 
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Dr. Westbrook not take the word of these philoso- 
. phers instead of contending that Secularism is noth- 
ing but Materialism? — 

However, his explanation of the Union's policy 
throws light upon one thing—his opposition to Mr. 
Charlesworth as a field secretary of the Union. He 
does not want to send out an English Secular lect- 
urer who in expounding his philosophy would be 
misrepresenting the attitude of the Union. The 
point may be well taken, but alarm in this matter is, 
we think, needless. 

E Seas oe ate ba He] 

Just as we go to press the news reaches New 
York of the death on Sunday, the 11th instant, of 
Josiah P. Mendum, publisher of the Boston In- 
vestigator, of cancer of the stomach. Only the 
bare announcement has reached here, and we can 
say no more than that the expected has happened, 
but is no lesg a cause of grief to his thousands 
of friends. is 

Editorial Notes. 


Ong of the clearest thinkers and sharpest writers among 
the Liberals of the country writes to the Editor of Taz TRUTA 
SEEKER: “I think your answer to Mr. Watts on what the 
Nine Demands imply is as conclusiv as any demonstration 

in Euclid's Elements of Geometry.” 


T. B. WAKEMAN says that in our greatly condensed report 
of his discussion with Dr. Janes some needful words were 
omitted in some of the sentences, which he corrects thus: 
Laws of nature are our record of the equivalences and correl- 
ative of changes in matter. Mind is a correlate of the com- 
plex changes in our nervous systems under the action of 
the world upon them. The Hgo is the outcome of 
these changes under the impingements of that ever- 
changing environment—the external world. The world is 
the true God; Humanity the true Christ: Human life is 
more than the Holy Ghost, it is the only Holy Life. He 
says, read these definitions with his article, Anent the 
Spooks,” in the TRUTH BsEKER ANNUAL for 1891, and one 
will clear up the other. 


We hav received the following letter from an afflicted lady: 
„J wish you to stop sending any more of your papers to 
George Egley, Crescent City, Ill., às he has gone home to 
liv with God, notwithstanding he has been reading your 
paper, but he repented and accepted Christ before he left 
this world. Please do not send another one. Mrs. GEORGE 
Eeey.” Mrs. Egley seems to think that reading Tux 
TRUTH SREKER wil prevent one from going home to liv 
with God," but we assure her she js mistaken. Readers of 
this paper are fully as apt, if not more go, to liv with God as 
anyone, whether they are pestered on their deathbed by 
preachers and their wives or not. From the tone of the 
lady’s epistle, however, we judge that Mr. Egley has been 
fortunate in his change of residence. 


Taux Milwaukee Daily Journal says: Every educated 
person knows that states cannot legislate on theological 
questions, or make one day more sacred than another. by 
statute. And yet itis from just such legislation these con- 
troversies arise. All such laws that go beyond municipal reg- 
ulation are void. No court would for an instant sustain 
an enactment trenching on men’s religious beliefs or disbe- 
liefs. Infidels and Christians stand on the same common 
ground. All forms of religion of all races are free to wor- 
ship in America, or omit it. They owe no allegiance to our 
religious days. Fortunately our most cultivated churches do 
not take part in attempting to enforce what is persecution 
for differences of opinion. To deprive citizens of natural 
rights by law is persecution, no matter how much it is sugar- 
coated. As long as rights are equal, no one has the right to 
dictate the actions or belief of another on Sunday or any 
other day.” : 


— Cl 

ONTARIO is blessed with a fine get of customs officers, highly 
moral and very solicitous as to the morals of the people 
over whom they hav been appointed guardians. Mr. J. S. 
Johnson, of Keenatin, ordered a Pictorial Text.Book » 
from this office some time ago, and the book got as far as 
Port Arthur, where it was held by the customs collector, who 
informed Mr. Johnson that it was of an immoral character, 
and would be-destroyed; and that if he (Mr. Johnson) per- 
sisted in his nefarious intention of possessing a copy he 
should ‘‘ be dealt with according to law.” Considering this 
statement by the customs officer, Mr. Johnson naively asks, 
Ain't that hell?” We should say it is! As to the legal 
part of the matter Mr. Johnson can refer the Commission of 
Customs at Ottawa to the decision upon the book madeinthe 
case of John Herring, Esq., of Napanee, in which he said 
that the seizure should be released on payment of the duty 
required by the tariff. The decision was rendered Dec. 12, 
1890. 


Somz concealed heretic made a little diversion in the 
House of Representativs when the shipping subsidy bill was 
being argued in committee of the whole. Mr. Grosvenor, 
Republican, from Ohio, favored the bill, and was interrupted 
by a Democrat with a taunt about the result of the last clec- 
tion. Mr. Grosvenor replied that the opposition hed not 
won everything, and that when the gentleman took stock 
jt would he found that never singe the days when the sheet 


was lowered down heaven——” When was that?” ejacu- 
lated a deep voice from the Republican side, amid a peal of 
laughter. Mr. Grosvenor said that he was addressing him- 
self to the Infidels on the Other side of the House. [Laugh- 
ter.] “When this sheet, containing all manner of birds and 
beasts and creeping things, was let down from heaven there 
was not such a menagerie as would be found in the happy 
family in which the gentleman from Tennessee would find 
himself.” Most of our politicians, not Roman Catholics, 
when they are not ‘‘ working the church racket,” hav little 
regard for the fanciful statements of holy writ. 


Ax the Christians love one another! A Seventh Day 
Adventist writing from Kingston, Mipn., to his sectarian 
paper relates his experience while attending a Methodist re- 
vival: “ I was attending service,” he says, “and was seated 
in front of the minister, and although I had not manifested 
any unworthy deportment, he called me by name, and told 
me I had been preaching to the people that they had no 
soul, and that I broke the Lord's holy Sunday every week. 
‘And then,’ said he, when the boys steal your bees [a bee- 
hive had been stolen], you hav them arrested. "Then he 
said to the boys, ‘O boys, I don’t blame you; I pity you. 
You hav been all slashed to pieces with false doctrin, and 
told that you had no soul.“ Then he said to the audience, 
‘I hav not money enough to buy me a pair of felt boots, 
but I hav money enough in my pocket to head a subscrip- 
tion list to raise a fund to indict every Sabbath-breaker in 
this community, and I will. I will call to my aid,’ he con- 
‘tinued, the great Catholic community. I had rather see a 
saloon in town." And the Christians love one another. 


Tux incorporators of Dr. Gunn’s ** Society for the Enforce- 
ment of Criminal Law," of which Comstock's pupil, Joe 
Britton, is chief agent, are Robert A. Gunn, Frank Howard 
Howe, James McCarroll, George T. Gaden, Alfred L. Ryer, 
Charles L. Hildreth, William H. Barber, P. Ernenwein, John 
P. Newman, and Timothy Davenport. It is a queer aggre- 
gation. Dr. Gunn is supposedly a Freethinker, at least a 
member of the Manhattan Liberal Club; Mr. Howe. is a 
Freethinking newspaper man; James McCarroll wrote the 
** Witch of the Wine-Mark” for Tug TRUTH SEEKER years 
ago, is a Freethinking Irish friend of Wm. McDonnell’s, 
has worked for years in and about the Bible House, and is 
now the editor of Belford's Magazine ; while John P. New- 
man is a Methodist bishop, a peripatetic consular preacher, 
and is charged with being a Spiritualist. The others we do 
not know about. Dr. Hildreth and Mr. McCarroll—to their 
credit—hav withdrawn from the Society, and Bishop New- 
man is reported to be anxious to follow their example. It is 
probable that the society will be broken up, as it has not the 
big men back of it that Comstock's society has. Its dissolu- 
tion will be its most creditable act, and its parent ought to 
be laid in the same grave. l 


WueEw a man helps a cause he loves in the whole-hearted 
way Samos Parsons, of San Jose, Cal., and a few others, 
help Liberalism, we are willing, if need be, to use a whole 
column of editorial space to herald their generosity to the 
world. Here is Samos Parsons's latest list of benefactions : 
American Secular Union, $10; Boston Investigator, $10; 
New York Truts NEEKER, $10; San Francisco Freethought, 
$10; H. L. Green's Magazine, Buffalo, $5; Ironclad Age, 
J. R. Monroe, $5; Independent Pulpit, Waco, Tex., $5; 
M. Harman’s Lucifer, Topeka, $5; E. C. Walker's Fair 
Play, $5; F. Graves, Plaindealer, Hastings, $5; Lucy N. 
Colman, Syracuse, N. Y., $0; Matilda J. Gage, Fayetteville, 
N. Y., $5; Ella E. Gibson, Barre, Mass., $5; Nellie B. Sim- 
mons, Broadhead, Wis., $5; Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville, 
Va., $5; R. M. Casey, Five Oaks, 8. C., $5; Thomas Win- 
ter, Cincinnati, O., $5; Jeremiah Hacker, Vineland, N. J., 
$5; J. H. Cook, Columbus, Kan., $5; A. R. Ayres, Hanni- 
bal, Mo., $5. And our friend only grieves because he can do 
no more. I would like,” he says, to add to my list scores 
of names,” and we believe him, and send him hearty thanks 
for what he has done. In Letters from Friends” will be 
found his cheery letter accompanying the gift. May Samos 
Parsons's life be long in the land which Thomas Paine, Ben- 
jamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and a few other respect- 
able men gave him! 


GEORGE Witson, of Lexington, Mo., whose contributions 
to this paper hav made his name familiar to Freethinkers, 
writes to the Hvening Post regarding the Sioux war. Mr. 
Wilson has lived among the Indians, knows them and their 
ways, and knows the ways also of the Indian agents ap- 
pointed to look after them. When he was employed in & 
garrison store a frequent subject of conversation between 
him and the Indians around the post was how the agents 
took nine-tenths of the goods to sell and gave the Indians 
one-tenth. ‘I remember especially one Indian," he says, 
* who came in with his boy and began telling me that he 
was just back from the wak.o.pominy. That meant a free 
distribution of annuities or presents. He told me he hada 
squaw and three pappooses, and, ‘ This is the share that my 
whole family got,’ said he, as he contemptuously stuck his 
butcher-knife into a big plug of tobacco that looked as if it 
had been rained on. The Indians said such a trader—nam- 
ing a Frenchman, formerly a trapper—‘ got one wagan-load 
of the goods sent us by the Great Father;’ such another 


got two loads,’ and go on, and they traded some to us, and 


sent others up north to trade to other bands of our tribe.’” 
To the turning of the Indians over to the religious sects Mr, 
Wilson thus refers: It was discovered that by turning the 
‘Indians over to the churches, the ‘ Indian problem’ would 
be solved. A certain long-haired bishop thought that if he 
could lay his hands on Red Cloud’s head, he would reduce 
him to peace when he was at war. A warden of the same 
church got to be agent under the régime of that religious de- 


1891. 


nomination, and while his agency was in northern Nebraska, 
he went no further than Fort Laramie, where he industri- 
ously played poker, and left his subordinates at the agency 
to do what is usual in the matter of the Indian appropria- 
tions.” 


Tuz Tenth battalion of New York militia, located at 
Albany, had a bazar which closed about three weeks ago, 
the proceeds of which were to be devoted to furnishing 
their quarters in the new armory. They established a lot- 
tery scheme, with a $1,000 capital prize, and there were other 
games of chance, including a wheel of fortune. The Minis- 
terial Association of Albany called upon the district attorney 
to suppress these unlawful practices and confiscate the 
prizes under the lottery law. Anthony Comstock was called 
upon, as the ministers were too cowardly to act openly, and 
he promised to assist them. The threats kept the officers 
and managers of the bazar ina state of suspense until one 
night, when they met secretly and held a drawing for the 
prizes. The list of numbers which won prizes was sent to 
the morning papers, with the names of the persons who par- 
ticipated in the drawing hidden under the term ‘‘ prominent 
citizens.” These lists as published escaped the scrutiny of 
the post-office officials and went out to subscribers. The 
next morning the activ members of the Ministerial Associa- 
tion hastened to the post-office and interviewed the post- 
master. As a result, when the afternoon . papers were sent 
to the post-office, they were detained. Since the holders of 
the winning tickets are not known, the agents of the Ministe- 
rial Association propose to watch the battalion bazar treas- 
urer and see that he pays over no money. If the ministcrs 
of this country would mind their own business for a while it 
would be a great relief. Or if the people would promptly 
whack every ministerial nose poked into ¿heir business it 
would be a sight to make the gods rejoice. 

— —ę— 

Tux Little Sisters of St. Francis is a Roman Catholic order 
in this city composed of women supposed to be extremely 
devout, and wholly devoted, under the direction of the male 
church authorities, to good works. They are persistent 
solicitors of funds to pay their expenses, and when their 
wagon stopped the other day in front of an uptown brewery 
a lady, who was looking out of her window from across the 
street, expected to see a hooded sister alight and enter the 
office on an errand of charitable solicitation. Instead she 
saw the sturdy Irish driver descend from hia seat, take a 
beer keg from the wagon and carry it into the building! 
Evidently the sisters or some of their friends had been cele- 
brating. And that this is not a solitary instance showing 
that things are not always what they seem is revealed by a 
paragraph in the World. A finely proportioned woman of 
some thirty-eight years of age, apparently, in the uniform 
habiliments of a religious order and sheltered from indiscreet 
glances by a long crepe veil, sat in a corner seat in a Third 
Avenue Elevated Railroad train one day last week, and 
seemed absorbed in contemplation. The crisp tura of a leaf 
after a while revealed under the edge of the veil the pres- 
ence of a book which the passengers may hav supposed to 
be a breviary. The leaves kept on turning at regular in- 
tervals, and when Chatham square was reached and an- 
nounced with considerable abruptness by the guard, the 
lady in black arose so suddenly that she dropped the volume 
which had so absorbed her. The gentleman who picked it 
up from the feet of the throng pressing out to *' change for 
Second avenue,” could hardly help seeing that the book was 
“t Sappho.” 


pi ler meer —— 
` Iy his report for the past year State Superintendent of 
Schools Thayer of Wisconsin will make the Edgerton de- 
cision on Bible reading in the public schools a boomerang 
for the church which obtained it as well as for the Lutheran 
gect and other supporters of parochial schools. The cases 
in which the decision applies to other religious practices the 
superintendent divides into three classes, as follows: 1. 
Giving sectarian instruction in schools by requiring recita- 
tions in catechism; by the use of certain religious exercises 
prescribed by a church of which the teacher is a communi- 
cant, and by the use of text-books denominational in charac- 
ter and designed for use in parochial schools. 2. Employ- 
ment of teachers belonging to a religious sect which requires 
and prescribes a dress or garb significant of their member- 
ship therein and consecration thereto; leasing of private or 
parochial school buildings ownéd or controled by religious 
sects for the use of public schools, thus requiring all chil- 
dren of the district, and sometimes of two or more districts, 
to attend schools taught by persons practically designated 
by religious bodies in buildings consecrated to religious 
uses. By this subtle means a district is required to contrib- 
ute to support of such buildings and the maintenance of 
schools primarily established to giv sectarian or religious 
instruction. Another but rather more indefinit complaint 
relates to the practice of turning over all revenues from tax- 
ation and other public school funds to church parochial au- 
thorities to be used by them in maintaining their school 
with results exceedingly detrimental to the intercsts and 
effectivness of public schools and general education.” Con- 
cluding, Mr. Thayer says: The proper remedy in these 
cases, since the state superintendent is powerless to do other- 
wise than advise, is to petition one having competent juris- 
diction for a writ of mandamus prohibiting the use of schools 
in this manner.” If this sectarian fight between the Cath- 
olics and Lutherans on the one side and the evangelical 
Protestants on the other shall result in abolishing Bible read- 
ing and all other religious instruction in Wisconsin’s public 
schools, it will not be the first time in which a falling out 
between rogues has resulted in direct benefits to the general 
public. But we should like to know where the Freethinkers 
of the state, particularly the German element, is located in 


this fight. 


ES 
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Zetters from friends, 


WAGNER, ORE., Dec. 28, 1890. 
MR. Epnrron: I will send you a petition with a few names 
before it is too late, for I see the churches are getting in 
their work already. We are having quite a time with the 
Bible in our school. I hav objected to havíng it taught to 
my children, and it is about to break up the school; but the 
directors, to their honor be it said, are Liberals, so we will 

hav. no prayers or no school. ‘WARREN CARSNES. 


tion; as the consumptivs bear no comparison to the number 
of credulous and superstitious people, and besides, those 
with congumption would need the new lymph as well as the 
others. Fraternaly, . CHARLES C. JOHNSON. 


CoruMBvs, O., Dec. 28, 1890. 
Mx. Epor: My first words are, What a fine book the 
Pictorial Text-Book "is! I was more than pleased when 
I got it. There is not a single picture out of place. And I 
think great credit is due Brother Heston for the talent he 
has shown in getting it up. I showed it to my relativa ; 
also to some of my fellow-workmen, who are Catholics. Of 
course every picture did not suit, but they said it was about 
true. I hav sent it to a man I used to work with. He 
formerly belonged to the sect I belonged to, but he got to 
reading and studying, and, as a matter of course, joined the 
Freethought ranks. He is looked down on and despised by 
his friends around him, but he does not mind. He has the 
inward satisfaction that he believes in a far grander and 
more humane religion than they, and that is, the greatest 
good for the greatest number. In the shop in which I work 
one of my comrades was showing a picture of the different 
races of people. I looked over his shoulder and said, The 
Bible says God made man in his own image; I wonder 
which of them he is like.” Of course they couldn't make 
any answer, except to call me some very ugly names. ‘They 
happened to be Catholics. Inclosed you will find $2.50 for 
books. I hope to be able to send for The Truth Seeker 
Library in a month or two. Please send me a price-list of 
books and papers published by you. J. H. WRITE. 


‘Belief in a deity and immortality excludes no one; but a 
belief that live birds and men can and do pass through the 
solid walls of a building, is deemed superstition, and as the 
society interdicts al} superstition to be consistent they must 
decide against that, the same as against similar beliefs in the 
Bible. The notion of departed friends returning and walk- 
ing out of locked cabinets clothed in the garb of earth, is 
considered as superstitious a notion as that of Jesus rising 
from the dead and eating broiled fish aud honeycomb. The 
sentence from which your correspondent makes an extract 
is this: ** To eradicate from the minds of as many as possi- 
ble all beliefs in so-called divine revelations, special provi. - 
dences, spirit manifestations, witchcraft, prophecies, and- 
miracle, as vain delusions of superstition and the source of 
sectarian hatred and strife.” Anything so very bad in that ?. 
Of course, a Bible believer, or à believer in the phenomena 
called Spiritualism as caused by spirits, could not belong to 
such an organization, and why should he desire to be a 
member ? 

- Pardon me, Mr. Editor; I did intend only a few words 
lest some of your readers who know nothing of the principles 
of the Brotherhood of Moralists, should be misled on reading 
the letter above mentioned. 

One word more. I think Horace Beaver, not Colonel 
Ingersoll, is the author of the phrase, ‘One world at a 
time." : 

Eugene, your efforts in behalf of the suppression of 
Catholicism and in opposition to the Sunday Rest bill entitle 
you and Taz TRUTRH SEEKER to everlasting fame. 

ELLA E. GIBSON. 


CoruMwBvs, O, Dec. 22, 1890. 

"Mz. EprroR: Gods and Gods, and how many Gods will 
man hav before the end of time? The Christians hav a God 
that delights in the suffering and torments of the frail things 
he has made, or else to send some of them to heaven to dance 
and cut the pigeon-wing. We hav oue god in two aud two 
gods in one at present, that the people are worshiping. One 
is without body, parts, or passions—or brains—but with 
plenty of gall Itis clothed in a gown and is called church. 
The other god has body, parts, passions, but no brains or 
heart. It is clothed in uniform, with gun and club in hand, 
and is called government. In your issue of November 29th 
I find T. B. Wakeman worshiping the god with a club. I. 
find also other prominent LibBra!s that are trying to destroy 
the ghost god, church, on their knees to the god state. It is 
a great wonder to me that such men as Ingersoll, Wakeman, 
Westbrook, and other great minds, should fight ghosts these 
many years while the vampire god, the state, has been 
around and above them crushing the life out of man. The 
state is god; the church is the ghost. In the Bible where 
the command is, Go forth and Kill, and spare not, not even 
the child at its mother’s breast, but the virgins spare—who 
was it that gave the command but the ghost? And god 
(state) executed it. Did not the state burn Bruno? And 
down until the present time did the ghost god or the god 
state imprison C. B. Reynolds? Which god is it, ghost or 
state, that taxes the poor man’s home and exempts the tem- 
ple? How long would the vapors of hell and the miasmas 
of religious ignorance and superstition hav covered this land 
if the bright light of liberty’s and reason’s sun had been 
turned upon man? But there stood the god state and im. 
prisoned, burnt, hanged, and tortured every mau or woman 
that tried to turn on the light. The Liberals hav been fight- 
ing a ghost these many years, calling it God, when the real 
god (state) was sitting back enjoying the sacrifices being 
offered to it, in the way of human lives, in wars; in shops, 
factories, and mines; tithes and taxes; the virtue of woman 
and girls, and the worship of Liberals as well as Christians. 

T. B. Wakeman knows as much about Anarchy as a Chris- 
tian does about justice. Society at present is neither co- 
operativ nor competitiv, but based on god’s (state's) favorit- 
ism. Mr. Wakeman, what has the god, state, done for hu- 
manity against the ghost god, church, in any clime or time? 

E. T. ApAMs. 


: “Bozeman, Mowr., Dec. 27, 1890. 
Mz. Eprronk: I should like to inquire through THE TRUTrRH 
SEEKER if any of its readers hav ever known one H. L. 
Burk. My brother, Henly Lybrook Burk, has been gone 
many years, and we hav heard nothing from him. Michigan 
is his nativ state. We conjecture he is somewhere in the 
West,in the mountains most likely. Anyone who cou!d 
furnish the desired information would confer a favor which 

would be deeply appreciated by his relativs. 
THOMAS BURK. 


Mirrsvizng, N. S., Dee. 23, 1890. 

Mr. Epiror: Please find $3 to pay for THE TRUTH SEEKER 
another year, hoping that every subscriber may be able to 
pay up in advance, and also be able to get a new subscriber 
with their own name. Let all try what they can do. 

I think you might as well put your advertisments on the 
first and second and fifteenth and sixteenth pages of Tue 
Trura SEEKER, and the pictures, and that would make a 
cover for it, and any that like may cut the pictures out and 
not spoil the paper. JOHN SILLARS ARTHUR. 


KIRKSVILLE, Mo., Jan. 1, 1891. 
MR. Eprrok: I hav just read the communication by W. 
W. Walker in the issue of December 27th, and his views 
touching the Brotherhood of Moralists are my views, and 
for the same reason I declined the invitation to join the in- 
stitution. We know yet but little about the invisible forces 
of nature. However, I hope the Brotherhood may accom- 
plish much good. I received an invitation a short time since 
to aid in the establishment of a paper to be run in the in- 
terest of the above-mentioned institution, if it met my ap- 
proval, which it did not. I believe it better that a few pa- 
pers be well supported, than for many to be poorly sup- 

ported. WM. HART. 


Mongo, Inp., Dec. 30, 1890. 

To THE So.cALtED TRUTH SEEKER Company: That you 
may know that this is a Christian nation and the church 
will and must rule in spite of all your false teachings, Liber- 
alg and Freethinkers are leaving your Infidel ranks by hun- 
dreds in this state and joining our order, the Patrons of 
Industry, and signing our by-laws. The heading of our by- 
laws reads as follows: 

We, the citizens, farmers, and employees of North Amer- 
ica, believing that almighty God as & source of all power 
and the ruler of nations should be acknowledged in all con- 
stitutions of societies, states, and nations, do hereby with 
due reverence to him associate ourselvs together under the 
following articles. 

Now, what will you do about it? The amendment to the 
Constitution will come. We take them right in as they come 
to- join our order. . Bor. Bergow. 


New YoRnx Ciry, Dec. 20, 1890. 

Mr. Eprrok: I see several of the readers of Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER are advocating a Freethinkers’ mutual aid and pro- 
tection society, and I wish to add my voice to the demand 
for the same. It is something I hav often thought of, wish- 
ivg there were such an organization in this city. Why can 
we not hav a society or lodge as well as the Masons, Odd 
Fellows, etc.? We Freethinkers cannot join any of those 
orders because the very first question they ask is, Do you 
believe in a supreme being, etc.? and require you to take an 
oath. Are we then compelled to do without the fellowship, 
comforts, and benefits of such orders? Surely there are 
plenty of Liberals in this city to organize and support a 
lodge, and enough in all the principal cities to make a na- 
tional organization. Iam handand heart in for it. Can we 
not get together enough to organize, and at once? Cannot 
our valued champion, the Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
head this thing for us? Can he not publish in Taz TEuTH 
SEEKER a call for all who wish to hav such an organization 
to meet at his office, or any other place he may select, for 
the purpose of organizing? I will pledge myself for one to 
be there and.to do all in my power for success of the organi- 
zation. Iearnestly hope in the near future to bea member 
of such an organization. Iam heartily in accord with any- 
thing that will tend to further the interests of Freethought. 
And wishing the cause and our Editor every success, I am, 

Respectfully yours, Omas. DUNHAM. 


San Joss, Car., Jan. 2, 1891. 

Mz. Eprron: The inclosed I intend $5 for Macdonald and 
$5 for Somerby. Look over my list and you will see that 
if my donations or“ mites” are small, there is quite a num- 
ber of them, and they foot up to all I can spare at present. 
I rather giv a little to many than all to one. I can hit some 
who are really needy. I would like to add to my list scores 
of such names as Watts, York, Krekel, Ravlin, Bell, Pente- 
cost, elc., but my means will not warrant it at present. 
These little sums are tokens of my respect, my thanks, my 
friendship, and my gratitude for what you all are doing, 
and hav done, for the cause of Freethought. Posterity will 
appreciate your labors and bless your memories. I say, 
then, go ahead, boys! You brave fellows! Scotch the vi- 
pers of superstition. Giv old priestcraft hail Columbia! 
Reynolds, Krekel, and others, are on the warpath up North. 
Shaw, York, and others, are fighting them down South in 
Texas. Put,“ Mac, Bell, and Ravlin are pouring in 
‘hot shot up and down the coast. Day is breaking; light is 
glinting; creeds are changing; gods are scampering; hells 
are freezing over; the New Jerusalem ‘‘cob-house” heaven 
has been hunted for with the great Lick telescope in full 
view on Mt. Hamilton as I write, but the pearly gates and 
golden stairs hav not yet been discovered. People are be- 
ginning to use some common sense. There is yet hope for 
humanity. I am glad they had a good congress. That Ida 
is a worker. I hope the premium book will be published by 
the million; the Girard College reclaimed; all the money 
raised which is needed to carry on the work, and I hope 
harmony will be maintained in the Liberal ranks and no 
quarreling among ourselvs as in former years. I hope soon 
to send you an order for a few choice pamphlets. While I 
liv I intend to do what I can afford in support of my prin- 
ciples. With best wishes for your success, I close. 


Samos Parsons. 


MARTINSBURG, W. Va., Dec. 22, 1890. 

Mn. Epiror : I agree with the views of Mr. C. C. Germann, 
as expressed in his letter published in THE TRUTH SEEKXE 
of December 20th, with reference to gecret societies. I hav 
belonged to secret societies and know what they mean, and 
trust the American Secular Union will never be incumbered 
with anything of the kind. I am opposed to all nonsensical 
forms and ceremonies, and believe that the truth should 
alwsys be known without having any secret society. A 
beneficial association might be organized among the Liberals 
for the payment of weekly relief benefits, and for death 
benefits upon a similàr plan to that of the Royal Arcanum, 
Knights of Honor, and the American Legion of Honor, only 
omitting all ceremonies of initiation and other foolish forms. 
Let it be conducted strictly upon business plans and prin- 
ciples requiring the payment of a stated amount, and let 
everybody know the object and plan of it without having 
anything secret. 

I hav written to Senator Faulkner, and also to Congress- 
man W. L. Wilson, protesting against the Breckinridge 
Sunday Rest bill, and gave them my reasons for not passing 
the bill. Iinclose you herewith their respectiv answers. 

Yours for universal freedom, Louis Worrzs. 


HANOVERTON, O., Dec. 31, 290. 


I wish to state a few facts and make a few suggestions to 
my fellow-Freethinkers in regard to the Catholic problem. 
As many people appear to think that the Catholic church is 
becoming civilized and is not therefore longer to be feared, 
I present the following case which occurred on last Decora- 
tion day, within three miles of this place, and has recently 
terminated in a defeat of the ends of justice, by and through 
the efforts and influence of the church. 

On the date above mentioned, the priest at Dungannon, 
Hennesy by name, being filled with the spirit, went to the 
house of his neighbor named McGraw, and with club in 
hand assaulted and beat into insensibility the daughter of 
the family, 8 member of his church. He was arrested, and 
gave bonds for his appearance at court, where he was sen- 
tenced to pay a fine of $100, and be imprisoned in the county 
jail for ninety days. No sooner was he in jail than a peti- 
tion began to circulate among his friends, intended to secure 
his release. It was signed by his church-members to some 
extent and then presented to the governor, who released 
him at once, without so much as notifying the court of trial 
that such petition had been presented. So much for the 
facts. : 

Now, what I wish to suggest to my fellow-Freethinkers 
is, that in the future the religious pretensions of every can- 
didate for official position should. be carefully examined, 
and if he has any Romish inclination reject him at once, 
without regard for political considerations, as they amount 
to nothing compared to the consequences of Catholic su- 
premacy, which—as Heston portrays with absolute fidelity 
—is rapidly overshadowing the country. If you value the 

liberty which you now hav, do not allow any consideration 
to blind you as to the importance of preserving it unimpaired 


Mirrozp, Mass., Dec. 21, 1890. 

Mr. Eprroz: I presume my privilege of inflicting a letter 
upon you once a year has not been revoked. Inclosed find 
$3 for Tug TRUTH SEEKER from Jan. 1, 1891, to Jan. 1, 
1892. If I were deprived of Taz TRUTH SEEKER during that 
time it would be a greater infliction than my letter to you. 
Some one has sent me this year Talmage’s Christian Herald 
every week. I presume the donor thinks he is working for 
the master“ by sending me the paper with his hard earn- 
ings. Any person so moonstruck as Talmage is on Palestine 
—as to think it is the birthplace of either Father, Bon, or 
Holy Ghost—would seem to be peculiarly fitted for an in- 
mate of a lunatic hospital. The Bad Lands that the Sioux 
Indians are going to are far preferable to Palestine and the 
abominable traditions that are connected with it and imposed 
on credulous: people. The Herald has a portrait and life of 
Professor Koch, the discoverer of the cure for consumption 
by alymph. If some professor could only discover alymph 
that would cure or prevent imposition, he would confer a 
greater boon on the human race than any cure for consump. 


Barre, Maes., Dec. 27, 1890. 

Mz. Eprrok: One would infer by reading the letter in 
TER TRUTH SEEKER of December 27th, page 827, that the 
only cause for exclusion from the Brotherhood of Moralists 
was Spiritualism and immorality. I am happy to inform 
your readers that such is not the case. 

I consider there are four distinct evils that the society dis- 
approves—Anarchy, Communism, superstition, and immoral- 
ity. Anarchists are excluded because they are Anarchists, 
Communists because they are Communists, superstitionists 
because they are superstitious, and as Spiritualism is con- 
sidered superstition that is included. Immoral people alone 
are excluded because of immorality ; therefore there is no 
imputation that Garrison and his peers would be excluded, 

because they were good, pure men. 


Mz. EDITOR: As a constant reader of TRR TRUTH SEEKER |. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 17, 1891. 
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to your posterity, which cannot be done for any length of 
time, under present conditions. : 
The Catholic church cannot be opposed in the same manner 
ag other religious organizations can, for the reagon that it is 
more of a political than a religious body. It wields*n in- 
fluence to-day over the legislativ and executiv officers of 
most states which should call to a halt every citizen enter- 
taining American sentiments, and cause him to resolve that 
from this time forward he will oppose it with his ballot, as 


a political institution, and thereby render it harmless to all | 


save its own slaves, whose ignorance prompts them to resist 
their own liberation. Let every citizen resolve that church 
and state shall be kept forever separate. W. H. KINTNESS. 


EuRxzxA, CAT., Dec. 11, 1890. 

Mz. Eprron: I hav just read Policy vs. Morality " in 
Tar TRUTH SEEKER of November 29th. As the subject 
may interest others as Well as myself, I will venture a few 
remarks. . ; : 

I do not take the view Dr. Boynton has taken, but I will 
briefly state my ideas, and if I err in any way I shall be glad 
to see the error pointed out. In our daily walks of life we 
do many things without forethought ; an inward prompting, 
which. we call conscience, tells us how to act; and if we 
analyze the action we will find that we would hav acted the 
same if we had taken time to reflect. This brings us to the 
question, What is conscience ? I claim it to be an instinct 
which we hav partially inherited from our ancestors, and 
partially improved upon ourselvs, and of which policy is the 
root. Every action has its consequences. This the sávage 
perceives as well as the philosopher. Therefore prudent 
people, whether enlightened or savage, if called upon to act 
in a strange capacity will hesitate and reflect upon the con- 
sequences and then act accordingly. This we call acting 
from policy. If the same party is called upon at some fut- 
ure time to perform a similar action, less reflection will be 
necessary, as the result is already known. If similar actions 
are frequently repeated no furthér thought is necessary, as 
former thoughts hav left their impress upon the mind, which 
by the law of association connect themselvs with the cause 
for action, and the actions become spontaneous. This we 
call conscience. These impressions are always more or less 
jnherited by the offspring, and people often act in a certain 
way without being able.to giv any other reason for it but 
that their conscience prompts them to do so. 

Enlightened people flnd by experience that their own hap. 
piness is increased in proportion as they make other people 
happy. They aim therefore to make others happy in order 
to be happy themselvs; and since their forefathers hav done 
so before them they hav inherited an innate prompting to 
assist the needy, to feel for the unfortunate, to weep with 
those who suffer, and rejoice with those who are happy. 
And these promptings hav become so imperativ in some peo- 
ple that bitter pangs will follow any violation of them. This 
we call the upbraidings of conscience. 

Unthinking Christians often tell us that conscience is a 
divine gift to guide us through the path of life. Nothing 
can be more ridiculous. . The conscience of one person will 
often sanction what another person condemns. Even Tor- 
quemada, who was the most bloodthirsty monster that ever 
lived, has the credit of having been a conscientious man. 
The cannibal would be conscience-stricken if he let a pris. 
oner escape while he and his family are hungry. .. Ignorant 
people think that conscience prompts all people to do good. 
This is far from the mark. A good conscience is perhaps 
the best possession a person can hav, while a bad conscience 

8 worse than none. Yet, the promptings of a good con- 
science are not inferior to policy; they are the crowning 
point of it. ROBERT GUNTHER. 


: Forr WozTH, Tex., Dec. 17, 1890. 

Mz. Epnrrog: Mr. D. W. Whitney, of Neola, Ia., replying 
to my communication on Prohibition, asks how I know that 
the assertion of the beer advocates that Prohibition in Kan- 
sas and Iowa is a failure, is false. I answer, by reports of 
reliable persons who liv in both states, by persons who hav 
traveled through them, by statistical reports in many news- 
papers, by revenue statisties both state and national, and by 
my own personal observation in passing to and fro through 
Kansas. 

Mr. Whitney asserts that in his town of nine hundred in- 
habitants there is free whisky and five saloons are running 
regularly and drunkenness is frequent. Whata happy town! 
And in a state where Prohibition is the law of the land! 
And yet Mr. Whitney says, a little below, ** The only true 
way to do away with the evil effects of liquor is to make it 
just as free as vinegar.” Judging from Neola, this remedy 
would fix things nicely. People do not manufacture fire- 
arms to kill each other and commit suicide.” They are 
made to kill game and overcome our enemies in time of war, 
and for other useful purposes. Prohibitionists do not de- 
sire to prohibit the manufacture and sale of alcohol for 
scientific, mechanical, and other useful purposes. 

Our prohibitory laws forbid the use of fire-arms to kill 
our fellows, and we wish them to also forbid the sale of al. 
cohol for drink. The latter kills many times more than the 
former. 

If, as Mr. Whitney asserts, the population of Kansas and 
Iowa has fallen off, there are doubtless causes forit. But 
he attributes it to Prohibition. If some of the people hav 
left the states because they could not get enough whisky 
and beer, I conjecture those that are left will not much re- 
gret their absence. How long must we see and hear such 
misleading gasconade? Mr. Whitney would remove all re- 
straint and let everybody make what he pleases and sell 
anything he can. That is, or closely resembles, Anarchy. 
The laws now prohibit the sale of drugs, of meat and vege- 
tables, and many other things, except under certain restric- 


tions. These are;prohibitory laws, and so are all criminal. 


And that which around him is seen. 

1f God made the devil to tempt us, 
And do us all manner of harm; 

Just let him remove the old fellow, E 
And things will then work like a charm. 


Why does not God kill the devil ? 

It does seem to me very odd ; 
For he once took Christ up a mountain, 
. And tried to deceive even God! 

He showed hím the world all at once, 
And spoke of his power and might; 
But Christ had his doubts of the fellow, 

And could not see things in that light. 
Since that time the devil and Jesus 

Hav been in all manner of £quirms; 
And there is no hope that they ever 

Can meet upon good, friendly terms. 


Why does not God kill the devil? 


laws. And all are necessary for the welfare of society. 
And society needs the prohibition of the liquor traffic (ex- 
cept under certain restrictions) more than any of the above, 
because it is by far the greatest evil. 

Mr. Whitney closes his article with there words: ‘I do 
not think so little of my views that I am ashamed to sign 
my name in full.” This means that I am ashamed of my 
views. Mr. Whitney is mistaken, and I request you, Mr. 
Editor, to giv my name and address to Mr. Whitney or any 
person who asks forit. The name neither adds to nor de- 
tracts from the merits of any article, and, as I am not seek- 
ing notoriety, I prefer to sign, as before; with my initial. 

s B. 

P.B8.—For the benefit of Mr. Whitney, I will now add 

that : 


The population of Iowa, 18805 Nie cientes eese s voten 1.911.896 It would so much help the elect 
„ Wag . 1,624,615 For he often leads them to trouble, 
i Much more go than one would expect. 
Net p 287,281 Ward Beecher and others are tried 


The population of Kansas, 1890, is. . .. . . .. . . 1, 427, 096 For sin that they would not commit 
[11 [11 


„ 1880, was . 996,096 If the devil was not at their side 
— To help and to aid them in it. 
MOT ———— 481,000 And all the way down in the ranks 


The pious ones often play smash, 
Figuring in dishonest grabs— 
Absconding with public cash. 
Why does not God kill the devil ? 
I ask thia great question once more, 
Or otherwise save him from sin, 4 
And place him on Canaan’s bright shore. 
The happy millennium can never 
On this wicked planet begin, 
Until God has killed the devil, 
Or turned him away from his sin. 
All will rejoice in the victory; 
And wish that the good God may win; 
For the day that the devil is dead 
The joy of the world will begin. 


‘Yours truly, 


Brooxtyn; N. Y , Jan. 8, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrox: A correspondent recently expressed regret 
that we are getting away from the gocial question, a question 
that he justly regards of paramount importance. Science 
being the Freethinker's shibboleth, I will note that social 
philosophy is the on'y branch of science that will apply to 
the social question, and is not physical but ethical science. 
I think that distinction should be specially noted by those who 
refer us to science for a solution of the social problem. Ra- 
tional Freethinkers having been repeatedly charged in TuE 
TRUTH SkRRKRR with being ** hypocritical pretenders,” or, at 
their best, ** but milk-and-water Freethinkers who hav not the 
courage of their convictions," I will suggest the probability 
that they hav courage and steadiness to balance themselvs 
upon the line of a happy medium between extremes and 
combat the fanaticism on either side. It having been sug- 
gested that Freethinkers are not so numerous that they can 
afford to dispute among themselvs, I will offer the counter 
suggestion that if rational Freethinkers were less than half 
as numerous as they are, they could better afford to combat 
fanaticism, by whatever name called or miscalled, than be 
suspected of indorsing it; for, fanatics being a damage to 
no cause but that they pretend to advocate, rational Free- 
thinkers hav less occasion to combat Christian than Anti- 
christian fanaticism. Moreover, superstition js usually asso- 
ciated with fanaticism; and I hav not found that Antichris- 
tian fanaticism is an exception to the rule; for if the thought 
that all or any part of the evil that is inflicted upon man is 
caused by nonentities is not a superstition, I hav greatly 
mistaken the import of the term. It is obviously an absurd 
delusion; for they are not myths but men who inflict the 
social evil, and endeavor to divert attention from themselvs 
by charging it to myths; and I note that some who style 
themselvs radical Freethinkers are not above a suspicion of 
encouraging that bit of hypocrisy. Christians being in the 
same boat, I will write them a short sermon on the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness, as defined by the gospel of the 
kingdom that they pretend to accept and revere. ‘‘ There- 
fore, take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What 
shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? But 
seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and 
all these things shall be added unto you.” 

To an intelligent and thoughtful mind that passage should 
suggest the inquiry: What kind of an institution should the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness be that it shall giv us all 
thirgs that are needful? It should necessarily abound with 
all things that constitute substantial wealth; yet the gospel 
of the kingdom assures us that it were easier for a camel to 
pass through a needle’s eye than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God. If so, it is obvious that ownership is 
incompatible with the kingdom of God and his righteousness. 
For where there Is ownership there will be rich and poor, 
masters and slaves, a social relation that is well known to be 
brutalizing to both. Yet such is the kingdom of man, and 
it has been indorsed by two of your correspondents, who, I 
hope, will hav the courage of their convictions and endeavor 
to defend their favorit institution. But the abolition of 
ownership, and substitution of universal brotherhood and 
ecóperation by all for the mutual well-being of all, will es- 
tablish the kingdom of God and his righteousness on this 
planet, where we are enjoined by the gospel of the kingdom 
to pray in faith and hope that it shall be, and is the only 
place we know of that it can be, and giv human beings a rea- 
sonable hope of entering. It will evidently be the highest 
state of perfection attainable by human beings, and cannot 
be attained except through a provisional institution equiva- 
lent to state ownership that will rule the nations with a rod 
of iron and take the brutality out of those who instinctivly 
uphold guch a brutalizing institution as private ownership 
has been practically demonstrated to ke, by all the nations 
of the earth, and in all ages of the human race 80 far 

as traceable, J. A. TUTTLE, 


These figures are from Mr. Robert R. Porter's report to 
Secretary Noble, Dec. 12, 1890, just received, and show that 
Mr. Whitney was mistaken when he said both states. had 
fallen off in population from 1880 to 1890. B. 


CHEBANSE, ILL., Jan. 1, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: A short time ago I bought the Freethink- 
ers’ Pictorial Text-Book” of the Twentieth Century Com- 
pany, published by the Truth Seeker Company. I must say 
that I am well pleased with the book. Both the pictures 
and the prose giv heavy knocks at the old Christian super- 
stition, and will act like a double-geared mechanism to bat- 
ter that superstition to pieces. But what I want to say is 
that in perusing the book I was surprised to find one of my 
own poems on page 844, credited to M. Babcock. The sub- 
ject is, Why Does Not God Kill the Devil?” I wrote that 
poem in 1874, and it was published in the Chebanse Inde- 
pendent at the time, and a printed copy of it is now in my 
scrap-book. I got the publisher to print the poem on leaf- 
lets, which I gave away as long as they lasted. When the 
annual congress of the American Secular Union was held in 
Chicsgo three years ago, President 8. P. Putnam introduced 
me as the author of the poem, Why Does Not God Kill the 
Devil?” He had stayed at my house on a lecturing tour and 
seen the poem. 

Good Christians can afford to cheat, lie, or steal, because 
they believe they can hav forgivness for asking for it. But 
Freethinkers must do what is just and right, for there is no 
forgivness or atoning blood for them. Let us giv every per- 
son their just dues, Old Nick included. I do not know 
whether Mr. Babcock appropriated my poem or some one 
thrust it upon him. He can best explain that matter him- 
self, and if this statement comes to his notice I hope he will 
do so. 

Ido not know that the poem has ever been published in 
any of our Liberal papers, and I will send it to you for pub- 
lication. 


Jos. Haren. 


WHY DOES NOT GOD KILL THE DEVIL? 


Why does not God kill the devil, 
The curse of his earthly domain, 
That we may hav peace and pleasure, 
Without any sorrow or pain? 
. Adam and Eve in the garden, 
Would never hav eaten the fruit, 
Had not the devil been with them, 
Or had he, snake-like, been a mute, 
But he could talk just like a streak, 
And quickly accomplished his plan ; 
He argued the point to the woman, 
And she soon persuaded the man. 


Why does not God kill the devil— 
Why did he create such an elf ? 
But I am not sure about that— 
He may hav created himself. 
But God is almighty in power— 
The book and the preachers say 80; 
And he would need only one finger 
To lay the old wicked one low. 
But still the old devil is living, 
As free a8 the wind and the sun ; 
And his business seems maínly to be 
Undoing what good folks hav done. 


Why does not God kill the devil, 
If he is the author of sin? 
For then there would be no temptation, 
And wickedness would not begin. 
Hell fire might then be extinguished, 
And save the expense of the fuel ; 
And every poor soul be excused 
From punishment that is so cruel. 
The nine-tenths that go the broad way, 
Accounts of which hav been given, 
Might everyone turn to the narrow, 
And all be landed in heaven. 


Why does not God kill the devil, 
And wickedness bring to an end? 

There ought to be no opposition, 
For nobody would be his friend. 

And if he’s allowed his own way, 
Which up to this time he has had, 

It will soon be a dangerous thing, 
To make the old evil one mad. 

Recruits he has always been getting, 
Till his army is very strong; 

And if he should muster his forces, 
The fight would be fierce and long. 


Why does not God kill the devil, 
If he goes about like a lion, 
Scaring the lambs from the savior, 
And driving the sheep from Zion? 
A man never was 4 free agent, 
And neither is he a machine; 
He’s governed by what is within him 
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Children’s Corner. 


Jdited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fali 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Oorner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


Drink. 


A nice little boy ag ever you knew, 

Cider would drink and tobacco would chew ; 
Aud if an old pipe came around handy; 

He'd take a good smoke aud feel like a dandy. 


His papa and mamma with pleasure were wild 

To think that they had such a wonderful child, 

He'd 8moke; drink, and chew with guch great de- 
light, 

It appeared to his parents as though it was right. 


But the scene 800n changed. As older he grew, 
More cider he'd drink, and tobacco he'd chew ; 
He'd get on a spres wherever he went, 

And stay till the landlord had the last cent. 


But time tells the story. One day he was found 
In a lifeless condition upon the cold ground, 

No longer to cider aud whisky a slave, 

But, alas, he now fills the poor drunkard’s grave. 


G. W. Smita. 
— -Ias 


A Chapter of Early Life. 


The road of my life is nearly seventy-two 
yearslong. I was born in Connecticut, under 
the influence and spirit of the Blue Laws and 
Methodist revivalism. I inherited an activ 
brain, a timid, imaginativ, sensitiv, highly 
impressible organism, and an insatiable desire 
for knowledge, which I obtained under great 
difficulties. I did not go to school till thir- 
teen, but could read fluently at four. I had 
little to read but the Bible, hymn-book, and 
the old English reader, but read every old 
book I could get. When I was three months 
old my parents moved away up to New York, 
among its eastern hills, three hundred miles, 
which in those days was a great way to go, 
either on foot or ina wagon. We lived ten 
years in old, open, cold log-houses, ndar to 
the beautiful historical Mohawk valley, made 
famous by the stirring scenes of the Revolu- 
tion and the preceding wars. "We were 
within hearing of the grand and sublime 
Trenton Falls. 

In those days, before railroads and canals, 
people did not travel much, and very few 
went out of their own township or county. 


Our fireplace—no stoves then—was only the 
back of a chimney, with stone for the bottom, 
and the top was made of sticks and mud. 

Our food generally consisted of an Indian 
johnny cake, wet with water and baked on 
8 board before the fire; potatoes roasted in 
the ashes, and now and then some fried 
pork, cut into mouthfuls on mother's wooden 
plates, and all put into a platter, out of which 
we all got our mouthful. A piece of wheat 
bread was seldom seen, and to me was a lux- 
ury. I was very scantily dressed, and wore 
no shoes till I was ten years old. Often did 
Irun barefooted fifty rods on the top of the 
crusted snow four feet deep. On ‘snowy, 
windy nights the snow blew in through the 
cracks and covered my bed, and I cried with 
cold feet, from which I hav always suffered 
so much and do now. The johnny cake—if 
any was left—was always frozen in the morn- 
ing and hard as a brick. I would put a 
chunk before the fire to thaw, and gnaw off 
a little, and then wait for more to thaw. 
With what a keen hunger I didit! How I 
enjoyed it! Hunger is the best sauce.” 
Sometimes we had not even a potato to roast, 
and I wallowed a mile in the deep snow to 
get some of the neighbors. 

My father was intellectual and a good man, 
but a poor provider. When my dear indus- 
trious mother would complain, father would 
say, Polly, the Lord will provide." But 
the Lord did not seem to care how much we 
suffered for clothes, food, or fuel. Father 
was & Methodist exhorter and leader, and 
more anxious to save our souls in an imagi- 


nary future life than to provide for and make | h. 


our bodies happy in this life. 

My parents frequently took me to a camp- 
meeting in the woods. "The chief attraction 
then for me was the cakes which the good 
sisters brought in their old-fashioned work 
pockets and would giv me, the poor, half- 
starved boy. The preacher, whom I then 
thought to be supernatural, would frighten 
me and fill my timid and sensitiv mind (is 
anything more wicked?) with woeful ap- 
prehensions as he, with stentorian voice and 
‘heartless tones, depicted the awful judgment 
day and the fires of hell, the lake of fire and 
brimstone, the separation of parents and 


children. 
ents and children then shall part, part to 
meet no more." : 

Ministers would come to our poor abode, 
and if they did not get much to eat they 
always got hot whisky sling, and we, the 
children, were given one teaspoonful each. 
The men in those days usually carried a flask 
of whisky in their pockets to meeting and 
were generous in treating.. Thus they were 
sure of the holy influence of the spirit" or 
the spirits. At ten I was separated from my 
parents, and till eighteen I went through 
abuses, mistreatment, hardships, and expos- 
ures still greater than before. 

Thus I hav given my young readers a clue 
to my early experiences, and to how much I 
was cheated out of my early life—cheated out 
of this life, by trying to save my imaginary 
soul from a future imaginary hell and the 
wrath of an imaginary, impossible, personal 
God. 

O my young friends, be thankful that you 
liv at a later and better day, a day in which 
the facts and realities of this—to me the only 
—life are taught you, and how to make the 
most of it. 

My eventful life is in manuscript, but will 
never (?) be published. Look in upon me 
here in my little room alone, a poor. rich old 
man, in pain and poverty and struggling to 
liv. With a tear. covered face, and inexpres- 
sible emotion, I hav written this brief reminig- 
cence. Bless the Children’s Corner. 

Pror. J. H. Coox. 
— — . — — 
Correspondence.’ 


Norra Huron, N. Y., Jan. 1, 1891. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: I wish you a Happy 
New Year. Iam nine years old, and this is 
my second letter. The weather is fine and the 
sleighing is fine also; I go out riding almost 
every day, and my grandpa takes me to 
school every morning. Ilike the teacher very 
much. Iam studying geography, arithmetic, 
reading, writing, and spelling. Mamma 
is a music-teacher, and I take lessons of her ; 
grandpa plays the violin. So we hav plenty of 
music. I hung up my stockings Christmas 
eve, and the presents I received were too 


‘numerous to mention, but I did not see Santa 


Claus and I do not think I ever shall. I will 
send you a few verses that grandpa wrote for 
me to speak in school, and if you think best 
I would like to see them in print. 

Your friend, Brrtua E. WEED. 


CoruMBvus, Kan., Dec. 12, 1890. 
Miss Susan H. Wixon, Dear Friend: In 
physical pain and deep emotion I hav written 
a few memories for the Children’s Corner, 
which dispose of as you think best. I must 
suffer with my atrophied arm and shoulder 
in the coming cold weather. I want to write 
you a long letter, but will not take your 
time. I hav so much consciousness and go 
great a mental hold upon life that I must 
suffer on and on.. Be assured I appreciate 
ali that comes from your pen— your high 
aspirations and everything which your 
** Womanhood Awakes.” Bless and preserve 

you long for your humane work ! 
Pror. J. H. Coox. 


[It is hard indeed to suffer in pain and pov- 
erty. We heartily wish the new year might 
bring peace and plenty to all. The editor of 
the Corner does all she can, and would do 
more if she could. Any desirous of aiding 
our sick brother Cook, whose experience is 
related in another column, may send contri- 
butions direct to his address, Columbus, 
Kan., and they will be most gratefully re- 
ceived.— Ep. C. C.] 


Sr. Elo, TENN., Dec. 14, 1890. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: Here are some ques. 
tions I would like to hav the young folks 
from six to sixty discuss. I ama young lad 
only fifty-seven and am anxious to learn. 

In looking at the sun, do we see the sun, 
or only the sun’s atmosphere? 

Is there any heat in the sun, or do the rays 
of light from the sun become heated in pass- 
ing through the earth’s atmosphere ? 

I am of opinion that if there are any 
inhabitants on the moon, or if an inhabitant 
of the earth could be transferred to the 
moon, on one's looking toward the earth, the 
earth would appear to be about double the 
diameter that the moon presents to the earth’s 
inhabitants, provided the earth had no more 
atmosphere than the moon is supposed to 


av. 

Ithink that & person on the moon would 
not gee the earth, but the atmosphere that 
envelops the earth. I think he would see the 
atmosphere in terrible turmoil, leaping and 
vaulting and anon falling to leap again in 
fantastic shapes and with tremendous energy, 
as astronomers tell us of the sun. 

We know the earth’s atmosphere is higbly 
electric. We see the aurora borealis shift- 
ing, leaping, mounting, subsiding, and leap. 
ing again, and all with the most amazing 
rapidity. We watch the angry, whirling, 
tumultuous clouds, before, during, and after a 
storm. We see them shift and change with 
wonderful energy and swiftness. No doubt 
the outer portion of the atmosphere shows 


still greater energy, as the resistance would | 


And then they would sing, Par- 


be far less in that direction. To an inhabit- 
ant of the moon with a good telescope the 
exhibitions of the earth's atmosphere must 
be a grand, a thrilling spectacle. E » 

Astronomers teach that the sun ig a molten 
mass, a seething globe of intense heat. But 
Ido not see any good reason for accepting 
that conclusion. I think the atmosphere of 
the sun is what we see; that as it is much 
larger than the earth its electrical action is 
correspondingly greater. That the globe of 
the sun may be as cool as the earth, and has 
its inhabitants as well fitted for life on its sur- 
face as the earth. 

I would be glad to hear from some of the 
other young folks on this subject through the 
Corner. I wish we could get more reports 
from Lick Observatory. To-day I hav read 
W. W. Walker's letter of November 11th. I 
thank you heartily, Brother Walker. 

L. L. Goopwin. 
— — 9—— — ——— 
The Human Eye. 

Science givs us interesting details about 
what the human eye has been and what it 
may become. The Veddas of India, which 
are the most ancient written documents, 
attest that at times most remote, but still re- 
corded in history, only two colors were 
known, bleck and red. A very long time 
elapsed before the eye could perceive the 
color yellow, and a still longer time before 
green could be distinguished; and it is re- 
markable that in the most arcient language 
the term which designated yellow insensibly 
passed to the signification of green. The 
Greeks had, according to.the generally re- 
ceived opinion, the perception of colors very 
highly developed, and yet authors of a more 
recent date assure us that in the time of 
Alexander the Great the Greek painters knew 
but four colors, viz., white, black, red, and 
yellow. 
` The words to designate blue and violet were 
wanting to the Greeks in the most ancient 
times of their history, they calling these 
colors gray and black. It is thus the colors 
in the rainbow were only distinguished grad- 
ually, and the great Aristotle only knew four 
of them. It is a well-known fact that when 
the colors of the prism are photographed, 
there remains outside the limit of the blue 
and violet in the spectrum a distinct impres- 
sion which our eyes do not recognize as a 
color. - Physiologists tell us that it is reason- 
able to suppose that as the color organ be- 
comes more highly developed, and even be- 
fere the human eye becomes perfect, this 
outside band will evolve into a color perfectly 
discernible. ^ 

— MPO C 
A Royal Pickpocket, 

Frederick the Great rang his bell for his 
page to attend him, but no page appeared. 
Again and again he rang, but stil] the sum- 
mons was disregarded, and the monarch, 
opening his door and passing into the ante- 
chamber, found the heedless page asleep in 
a chair. s 

The corner of a letter was projecting from 
the youth’s pocket, and his royal highness, 
probably thinking it was a love letter, and 
that it would afford him some amusement, 
quietly abstracted it and began to read the 
contents. It turned out, however, to be a 
letter from the mother of the page, fervently 
thanking her son for his kindness in remitting 
to her a large portion of his salary. 

The king was 80 gratified at this instance 
of filial affection that he inclosed a large sum 
of money in the letter and returned it to the 
pocket of his page, who slept on oblivious of 
either his royal master’s larceny or generos- 
ity. 

—— — — — 
A Dog Fireman. 


The possibilities of the canine brain may 
not yet hav been fathomed even by dog 
lovers. The Caribou Republican tells of a 
wonderful feat of a Newfoundland in that 
town. It seems that when the office of the 
-Vaughan House was opened the other morn- 
ing, a hole six inches in diameter was found 
to hav been burnt completely through the 
double floor near the stove. The dog, known 
as Joe, was shut up in the room, and an exam- 
ination showed marks of the dog’s claws 
in the charred wood. Mr. Smith, the pro- 
prietor of the house, says Joe is a first-class 
fireman, and if he sees a burning cigar stub, 
& match, or a spark on the floor he will 
scratch them with his front paws. until the 
fire is extinguished. Mr. Smith has no doubt 
but that Joe saved the building and perhaps 
the inmates. 

—— + 

A GRAVE in the cemetery at Off canville, in 
France, bears the amusing epitaph: ‘t Here 
lies Mademoiselle Ursule Leveque, who died 
in her sixty-fifth year, surrounded by flannel 
and the affection of her family,” 
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“RELIGION OF MAN 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 
BY 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Critical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


OontEents : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agenoy, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lation of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis- 
dom. Oharterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So- 
ciety to Oriminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration, [New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his gel: 
fishness.—{Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 


ple social state greatly in advance of the present, 


The romantio narrativ is rich in its foreoast of 
actual possibilities.—IBoston Traveler. 
12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper; 500. 
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THE 


French: Invasion of Ireland in '98, 


Leaves of Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroic Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England’s Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOLF, 


With a map and numerons illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and gold side stamps. Price, $1.50. : 


The present volume is an effort to resone from 
comparative oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war. . . It points a moral that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail to receive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition, . . . 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant aud 
the victim, Contains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


The Agnostic Annual 
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Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS, | 
CONTENTS. 


An Agnostic View of the Bible. ... Samuel Laing. 
Fundamental Theses of Agnosticism. 
. : „ Bithell, B. o., Ph.D. 
Agnosticism and the Ohurch of England. 
Amos Waters. 
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Avatar, Come! E 
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Androgynous Gods. 4 
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Is Agnosticism Sound ?................Paul Carus. 
IS Agnosticism Sound?" _ 
Saladin (W, Stewart Ross). 
The Poems of Joseph Ellis Mirabeau Brown. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. ‘For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 8vo, 883pp., 
silk cloth, $3. - 

Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Obristians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy.. 


Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 
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SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL Hymn-Boox contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes, 
It ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price, 
W cents Address THE TRUTH SHE RR Oo. . 
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Joshua Davidson: 


MODEBN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation. 


Cloth, 18mo, 279 pp., 75 Cents. 
STF This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
tcan publisher. gy 
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NOW READY.--PRICE, $2 AND $2.50. 


The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text Book. 


SHOWING 


à 


THE ABSUR?ITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION, 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE 
ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST, 


Designs bv Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


CONTENTS: 
Unele Sam aud the Priests. The Church and Thomas Paine. The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross. 
The Pests that Bother Unole Sam. do N01 Thomas Paine. à the Patriot medans. 0 F 
nole Sam Sie=pa, but the Priests do Not. e Preacher and the Patriot. Their Scientific Records Compared. Unkind Reflections Upon the 
Ont hi Preach- p 
Romanism with Her Mask On. One Work by Paine Ontweighs All the Preach: wo samples of Christianity’s Church. 
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Submit to the Roman Pontiff as to God.” 
he Skeleton that Uncle Sam may Some Day. 
find in his Oloset. 
A New Laocoon. 
The Trail of the Serpent. 
Some Undesirable Immigrants. 
rere Liberty Reigns the Tyrant Beeks to 
ere Liberty Reigns the Tyrant Sceks 
Slay Her."—La Salle. 


Decline of the Papacy in Italy. 

The Old Tiger and His Whelps. 

The Ory of the Church, Don't Hurt Out 
Feelings.” 

Shake, Old Man; We're on the Same Lay 
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Bible. — [Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FRoTHINGRAM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 


And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS., 
446pp. - - - FS 


The Contrast: Evang-licalism and 


Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses HULL. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 


AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality 


By JOSIE OPPENHEIM. Price, 15 cents 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 
By Kersey GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Price, $1. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymus, and Recitations. 


For Organizing Societies; for Marriages, Fanar- 
als, Naming of nfante, Obituaries, Epi. 
: taphe, etc. Also 525 Liberal and 
fpiritualistio Hymns for 
Hosial and Various 
Public Oscasions. 


18mo, 550pp. Price, 75 cents. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. Hogan. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


- 


Shelley : Philosopher and Reformer. 


By C. SorHERAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 15 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 ets. 


Lithograph of Bennett Monument. 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCHARD. 
Paper, - a = 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 


WITH 
Theological Amendment and State Personality. 
By Jos. E. PECK. i 

Prie, o 0o - 


40 cenis. 


25 cents. 


For all of the above books ddress 
xod THE TRUTH SEEKER O 
38 Lafayette Pl. Rework. 


Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Norz.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
jeave.them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
ete. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 
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23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. Bennett. . 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood........ 


35 Moving the Ark. Bennett. . . 
87 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D. D. 
88 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y. 2 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
58 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies, Underwood . . 
62 The Jews and their God.......... oes 
63 The Devil's Due Bills Syphers............ 
64 Ills we Endure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
40 Vicarious Atonement. J. S. Lyon.......... 
41 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman........ 
73 Foundations. John Syphers..............«. 
74 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett. 
75 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett. 
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77 The Fear of Death. D. M, Bennett. . 


82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A. G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps . 
89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson. 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cor dates 
91 Our Ideas of God. B. F. Underwood 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers................ 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell. 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slen ker. . . . . 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine’s Birthday. . 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell. 
204 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 
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107 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown.... . 
110 Invocation to the Universe. & Bennett. 
111 Reply to Scientific American, Bennett. 
112 Sensible Sermon. Rev. M. J. Savage. 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett. . . . . 
214 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
- 115 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett. 
216 The Sunday Question. Bennett. .. . 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston. 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard. 
120 The New Age. W. S. chi aan 1 
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122 World's Great Religions. Bennett. . . . . 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and Ob- 
server... . . 10 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. . . 10 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann............ 2 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
^. GOL WOOG..ccssesscneccenreretseennserseseesarses 
Clifford.. 
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130 Tho. Ethics of Religion. 


137 Christian Love. ©. L. James....... 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper.. 
140 Astro-Theology ............e eene 
241 Infidelity. H. W. Beeche 
142 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon.. 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins. . 
148 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.. 
749 Age of Shams . . · . . 
245 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
350 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakeman . . . . . 1 
151 What is the Bible? M. W. H.. 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas. 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway.......... 
158 Co-operation Society's Redeemer.......... 
256 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley. 
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259 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting. 
260 Sabbath Observance. Coleman.......... 
101 Protestant Persecutions. ................ eee 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail. Bennett. vt . 1 
164 Bible Impeached. Chapman ...... 


„ SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 
1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof Els 


burg, M. D. . . . . .. 6 
2 Evolution: Homogeseous to Heteroge- 

neous, Underwood. . 8 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin. 5 
B Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M. D. . 3 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 2 
7 Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M. D. .... 8 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.......... 2 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 10 


10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three: 
Lectures. . . . . 
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12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. B. Brigham, M. D. . 5 

28 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
Modern Symposium. . . . 6 . 10 
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Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK CITY. 
E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. > ; C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEERER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 

COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. HELEN H. GARDENER. 

R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
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Liberal BPlegtings. 
These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freetiougt Societies meeting regularly can 


hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N. V. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at_Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 Hast 15th street. Lect. 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey gt., cor. Market 
ste, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 

124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 7.30. Lecturer, debates, and discus- 

sions on all important seoular subjects. Pres- 

ident HENRY BIRD; Secretary, COBA BELLE 


G. 


Beats free and 


JOHN E. REMSBURG. CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 

CHARLES WATTS. LUCY N, COLMAN. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 

J. H. BURNHAM. JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 

JORN PECK. MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN.. W. F. JAMIESON. 

H. O. PENTECOST. SUSAN H. WIXON. 

And many others. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews-and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S “Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 

The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties, 

If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 
and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 
opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


Send $3 for a Year’s Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLAOE, New York. 


INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS. 


By G. W. FOOTE. 


WETTSTEIN’S 


WORLD-RENOWNED WATCHES, 


Best grades American Stem-winders : In silver- 
ine cases, 7 jowels, $7.50; 9 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9; 
15 jewels, $10; do. adjusted, $16. In 8 ounce coin 
silver cases, $3.50 more; 4 ounce, $4.50, and 5 
ounce, $6 more In best filled gold cases, open 
face, dust proof, 7 jewela, $16; 9 jewels, $16 50; 11 
jewels, $17 50; 15 jewels, $18.50; do. adjusted, 
$2450. Hunting, $22; $2210; $28; $243 . 

adies’, same quality, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
$1850; 15 jewels, $ 5. 14 karat solid gold, $10 
more. The famous 


New Model “Otto Wettstein '" Watch, 


16 jewels and all modern improvements, $3 
more than above adjasted watches. No wate 
in the world competes with it. Finer watches up 
to $200. a]l such prepaid, guaranteed 1 dile &nd 
cash refunded if not satisfactory. All filled gold 
cases Warranted by manufacturers 20. years. 
Beware of New York World's 10 karat and spurious 
cases. Watches: cleaned, best work, $1; springs, 
$1, etc., and returned free. 


EsTABLISHED 1857. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN., Rochelle. III. 


HORRORS.” 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Contains a Sketch of the Life and Death of 
Bruno, Buckle, Comte, Helvetius, Hugo, Hume, 
Owen, Paine, Strauss, Volney, Voltaire, and 
nearly ninety other prominent Freethinkers. 


Paper. Price, 25 cents. Address this office. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES. 


The downcast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
houghtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


, CONTENTS. 
A Splendid Jadge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Olub. 


Under Protest. 
For the Prosecution. — 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of Cur Ancestors. 
Florence Campbell’s Fate. 
My Patient's Story. 
Price, paper, 50 cents ; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


My Medical Discovery seldom takes ho!'d 
of two people alike! Why? Because no 
two people have the same weak 
spot. Beginning at the stomach it goes 
searching through the body for any hidden 
humor. Nine times out of ten, inward 
humor makes the weak spot. Perhaps 
it’s only a little sediment left on a nerve or in 
a gland; the Medical Discovery slides it 
right along, and you find quick happiness 
from the first bottle. Perhaps it's a big sedi- 
ment or open sore, well settled somewhere, 
ready to fight. The Medical Discovery 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Addr«ss to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


AIs WANTED ges sep rs 


nity. Geo. A. Scott. roadway, N. Y. 
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AT THINE OWN HOME. 
Send 10 cents to Dr. R. P, Fellows, the noted 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. Die at 3 P. M., ever, 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat- 
form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, B. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 
meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood stg., at 2:80 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free disonssions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B,—Truth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson hand at cheap rates, 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P. M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGETON, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at. Independent Ohurch, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects, 
Subscriptions to Tax TRUTH BEEEER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. 8MITEH, Cor. Sec. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Bunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome, 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall. Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 p.m. iberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Bec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meeta every Sunday at 7:80 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave., Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolie, 
Minn. J.F.MacomBer:Pres.; LEROY Bernier, Bec. 


Des Moines Sccular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, S. H corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN BTEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock, A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P M. in the publio 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures. songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK MoRsE, Oor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr's 

Hal. Everybody invited. Mas. R. M. BERBA, 

Pres.: J. H. MOWILLIAs, Reo. Sec. 


The Walia Walla Lib - ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 P. x. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Disoussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Preg.; A.W. CALDER, Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
reatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
iversal Meutal Liberty," D.E, RTO, Pres.; 
. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHARLES Suma, Seo. 
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Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
Hall. Lectures, discussions, readings, poems 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extende 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres- 

ondence solicited. J. L. TREUTHART, President. 

ILL B. ANDRES, Secretary. 


begins the fght, and you think it pretty 
hard, but soon you thank me for making 
somethiug that has reached your weak spot. 
Write me if you want to know more about it. 


Please state what periodical you saw our ad. in. 


specialist, for his Private Counselor”—a valua- 
ble book for young and middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It sets forth an External Appli- 
cation—A POSITIVE CURE, as it matters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how mańy reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking d speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 


An Only Daughter Cured of Consumption. 

When death was hourly expected from 
Consumption, all remedies having failed aud 
Dr. H. James was experimenting, he accident- 
ally made a preparation of Indian Hemp, which 
cured his only child, and now gives this recipe 
free on receipt of two stamps to pay expenses. 
Hemp also tures night sweats, nausea at the 
stomach, and will break a fresh cold in twen- 
ty-four_horvs, Address Craddock & Co., 1032 
Race "st, Okiladelphia, Pa., naming this 
paper. 


A GOOD WORD. 
Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 
press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
hig progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Freethought. 


FRY-SQUARE: 


The Church of Practical Religion, 
' BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found & 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the trath is being brough 
to his mind. 

For sale at this ooe. Price, $1.00. 
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Tur Catholic clergy of. France, having 
failed in their long endeavor to crush the 
republic, propose to sell it their favor in 
return for concessions. To which M. Ferry: 
says: ''For twenty years the republic has 
grown without you, and in spite of you. It 
can still liv and grow without you.” 


Tur Parnellite party in 
Ireland ia growing into 
an anticlerical one. 


Mayor Grant of New 
‘York has applied for ad- 
mission to the Catholic 
Club. 


Tur Force“ bill has 
been shelved for the 
present, but may be re- 
vived soon. 


Orrom and Chinamen 
are being smuggled into 
the United States through 
the Puget sound region. 


Rev. J. Crank, Bap- 
tist, was arrested at Day- 
ton, O., on the 9th on a 
charge of murdering a 
girl. 


Tux cold weather 
which has existed in this 
country several weeks 
has also prevailed 
throughout Europe, 
causing many deaths. 


HUNdARIAN priests will 
resist the regulations 
which interfere with 
their efforts to secure 
the children of marriages 
between Catholics and 
Protestants. 


Tar Wyoming legisla- 
ture closed at 5 o’clock 
on the morning of the 
11th, after a heated all- 
night session, in which 
strong endeavors to keep 
the Bible out of the pub- 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


8 400 ; E WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, 
ews of the Week: ; [GODS AND RELIGIONS m SAGES, TE | 8, 
: _-.-. |ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


And David went up by the ascent of Mt. Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had his head covered; and he went 
5 And os people thet was with him covered every man his head, and they went up, weeping as they went.” 
up.—2 Sam. xv, 80. 


JANUARY: 17, 1894. 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 800 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers,. Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
`- New Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
tists, eto. (who were not. Christians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOT., g. e., 54.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


gin of Thought. 


Ta Christians mistaké an incident for a 
cause, and honestly imagin that the Bible is 
the foundation of modern liberty and Jaw. 
They forget physical conditions, make.no ac- 
count of commerce, care nothing for inven- 
tions and discoveries, and ignorantly giv the 
credit to their inspired book.— Ingersoll. 


Vol. I. Give a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehoyah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8v0, 835pp. Vol, II. Describes Fully a 
the Religious Ain 28, of the World. 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, 58 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 

BY D. M. BENNETT. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Tux indirect influence 
of climate, that, for ex- 
ample, which arises from 
the circumstance that in 
a hot country man livs 
in the open air, while in 
a cold one he livs shut 
up in his habitation— 
that he livs here upon 
one kind of food, and 
there upon another, are 
facts of extreme impor- 
tance; inasmuch as 8 
simple change in phys- 
ical life may hav a pow- 
erful effect upon the 
course of civilization.— 
Guizot, l 


Tug god-man of the 
New Testament is de- 
scribed as a being sadly 
deficient in intellect and ` 
knowledge, and childish, 
petulant, and morose.— 
Z. J. Hardwicke. 


From all the evidence 
accessible to us, it seems 
perfectly clear that Jesus 
was an enthusiast, who 
did not always assume 
the noblest bearing 
toward those who dif. 
fered from him, and who 
not only cordemned his 


i 
is 


— 
8 — 


opponents in extrava- 
gantly strong terms, but 
urged his disciples to 


take an even more offen- 
siv course (Mark vi, 11). 
Jesus indeed sometimes 
appeared to lose his 
menta] balance, so much 
go that his own. friends 
declared that he was be- 


A WET TIME. 


lic schools failed. 


SkVERAL members of the committee to 
preserve Adirondack forests are shown to 
hav done nothing to preserve them, but to 
hav connived in a big lumber deal to fell 
them. : 


Dr. WisprHOnRsT said in the German parlia- 
ment that a man without religion is only a 
beast, when Radical members cried, ** What 
was Frederick the Great? that monarch 
having been a F'reethinker. 


In Ugenda, Africa, King Mwanga’s relig- 
ious allegiance is being fiercely contested for 
by French Catholic and English Protestant 
missionaries. At present the former hav 
possession of him, but the latter bear the 
upper hand in his country. - 


Gxondz OrMsTEAD, who perambulated 
Hartford on the 10th announcing’ that 
heavenly voices were talking to him, met 
with the usual fate of the inspired in these 
days, and will probably become a permanent 
inmate of the insane asylum. 


Dr. Never, of Denver, who has been at 
Berlin investigating Koch’s lymph, will sail 
for home on the 22d, bringing a staff of 
hospital assistants and a supply of lymph. 
He will establish a hospital at Denver, ex- 
pecting to cure consumption by the com- 
bined influence of the lymph and the famous 
climate of that city. 


German workpeople and Radicals complain 
against contro] of their schools by the wealthy 
and the clergy. In Silesia, for instance, 620 
of the schools are controled by the feudal 
landowners; of these, 240, with their 586 
teachers, are under Lutheran influence, and 
the remaining 880, with their 598 teachers, 
under Catholic influence. 


Tue leading organ of American Catholics 
complains that though those religionists are 
in the majority in Belgium, they are har- 
assed by a minority which is ready to do any- 
thing to inflame the people against the 
Catholic party," and these agitators ‘‘ hav 
now gone on a new tack—they hav spread 
among tbe Belgian workingmen the idea of 
universal] suffrage, an institution wholly un- 
called for in the constitution of Belgium's 
government.” B 


TEE hostil Sioux, whose number—includ- 
ing men, women, and children—is variously 
estimated at 9,500 to 7,000, are environed by 
8,000 troops under General Miles. This cor- 
don surrounds them at all points but the 
south, in which direction lies Pine Ridge 
agency, whither it is wished to drive them. 
At present writing they hav moved within 
one mile and a half of the agency, and may 
come in in peace. However, a shot by some 
uncontrolable brave may precipitate a terrible 
battle. The Brule Indian who killed Com- 
mander Casey of the Cheyenne scouts, to 
avoid hanging may start a fight. There are 
2,500 troops at the agency. Several slight 
skirmishes occurred during the week. 


side himself (Mark iii, 

21). From the evidence 
afforded by the gospels, Jules Soury con- 
cludes that Jesus suffered periodically from 
congestion of the brain, and was sometimes 
insane. . . . Strange, too, that, when 
Jesus came to die, he prayed, ‘‘Oh, my 
father, if it be possible, let this cup paas from 
me" (Matt. xxvi, 89). If Jesus were God, he . 
must hav known that to let the cup pass wa8 
at one stroke to send the whole of mankind 
to eterna] perdition. Moreover, he surely 
knew his own mind, and was not likely, by 
a prayer to himself, to change his own im- 
mutable will. But all these difficulties shrink | 
to comparativly small proportions beside that 
which is involved in his exclamation in the 
last agony of all, as he hung stretched upon 
ue cross: Hlot, Eloi, lama sabaehthani /" 
— Moss. 
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2 
To the World's Columbian Exposition Commission: 

Learning that there is an organized movement among the more conservative church people —manipulated by a 
“ Sabbath " organization to induce your honorable body to close on Sundays the World's Fair, to be held in 1893 in 
Chicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the public on 
each Sunday of its continuance. ‘We ask this for the following reasons: . 

1. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 

2. That public morality may be subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 
resort when no moral amusements are available. 

3. As a matter of justice also to the people of Ohicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible, 
tens of thousands of whom can visit the Fair only on a general holiday; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 
the Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are entitled to great consideration at your hands. 

4. For the publie good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 
do so; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. This is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 

zi It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 
receipts. E ~ 
6. To the objection that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 
would be exactly the opposite. The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the more noble and varied in 
its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change its character, the less danger there is that employers 
will ever have the power to transfer it fröm its present position to the days of toil. With choice of Sunday occupation 
restricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. 

7. Finally: Opening the World's Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 
benefit the Fair itself, the people of Chicago, and the visitors to the Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 
individual education, public morality, and the development and good of the whole country. 
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WANT THE PARKS, ETC, CLOSED ON SUNDAY. 


Gailes and (lippings. 


THE supreme court of Georgia has recently 
decided that a church may be sold to pay the 
preacher, the case being one in which the 
pastor levied upon the property for arrears 
of pay. 

AT the Sorosis dinner at Delmonico's last 
week, Moncure D. Conway said that Thomas 
Paine was the first of the American Revolu- 
tionists who spoke for woman. He said her 
influence was going to abolish revolutions 
and create peaceful changes. 


AN interesting heathenish usage exists 
among the Poliéshooks (a Ruthenian tribe) in 
Volhynia. A bride being led to the church 
to be married must pass through the fire. A 
small fire is built for the purpose on the road, 
and the relative of the groom dispose them- 


selvs in files on both sides to see the bride 


pass over it. They believe that if the girl is 
not virtuous the fire must harm her. 


OF late years Tolstoi, the Russian novelist 
and social reformer, has practiced the fad of 
working as & farm laborer on his estate, and 
more recently he undertook the duties of 
shepherd for his neighborhood. But his 
habit of not leaving his bed until 11 o’clock 
in the morning did not suit the peasants 
whose sheep he was supposed to hav care of, 
and they hav compelled him to resign his 
charge, 


GRNRERAL Boots of the Salvation Army 
says he will do what he can to bring the right 
kind of people of both sexes to know one 
another. This is a part of his Darkest 
England ” scheme, and seems to be; says the 


World, a huge matrimonial enterprise. We 
suggest that when he has brought the couples 
together he presents each with a work on 
heredity and a copy of Annie Besant's Fruits 
of Philosophy.” There are enough paupers 
and criminals in the world now. 


WILLIAM ALLEN BUTLER says that because 
Blackstone declares ‘‘ Christianity to be 
part of the law of the land," therefore it is 
a part of the law of the United States. The 
next position for William Allen Butler to take, 
says the American Sentinel, is that the pres- 
ident of the United States never dies, and can 
do no wrong. It adds: When the Papal 
Monopoly League has elected its candidate 
for the presidency of the United States, Mr. 
Butler will doubtless be called upon to advo- 
cate thig theory to the people at large. 


Waes H. L. Knight, of San Francisco, who 
has recently rested from his labors, lay dying 
a Catholic sister asked him if she might not 
summon a priest. He replied: ‘‘ You may; 
you may bring a priest, a bishop, an arch- 
bishop, the college of cardinals, and the pope 
himself. I never closed my door against 
any man on account of his religion. But,” 
said the old man, ‘‘I should tell them all, 
singly and severally, that my chief regret in 
dying is that I can no longer use tongue or 
pen to expose them as either dupes or im- 
postors.” He died as he had lived. 


Hvurran for Wyoming! The lower house 
of its legislature passed the following amend- 
ment to the Fitch school code, and then 
adopted the code: ‘‘All religious exercises, 
such as reading the Bible, praying, etc., are 
hereby prohibited in the public schools or 
any educational institution in the state of 


Wyoming, which is supported by and is un- 
der control of the state, during the sessions 
of such school or educational institution. 
The teacher or principal of any school or 
educational institution violating the provis- 
ions of this section shall be immediately re- 
moved from his or her position by the board 
of school trustees.” 


Turre is no reason for wonder at the fail- 
ure of Father Ignatius to stir up a religious 
flame in this city, thinks the Sun. To many 
who hav read the reports of his sermons, and 
who hav seen that every reporter has testified 
to his eloquence and fervor, it might seem in- 
comprehensible that he should not hav made 
at least such an impression upon the public 
as Mr. Moody succeeded in making a few 
years ago. A contributor to the Press ex- 
plains the failure. He says that a gentleman 
who had been to the meetings complained 
that he was shocked by the bartering and 
begging that attended the services. I was 
asked to buy a seat, à hymn-book, an auto- 
graph, and other things. Then I was asked 
to contribute to pay for the hall and for 
Llanthony Abbey." He wondered if he 
would be allowed to get out with the shirt 
on his back.” This indicates that the cash 
side of the mission has been made apparent 
above the religious side. 


Tux pope has sent out a letter in which he 
informs the “ faithful" that the world is very 
sick socially and politically, because it won't 
accept him as God's lieutenant, who has au- 
thority to be the only zAénker on this planet, 
and commissioned to run things in this world 
to suit his sublime, ineffable, papal nibs.” 
He attempts to show the G. O. P. that he 


„did it with his little hatchet,” that the Me- 
Kinley bill had nothing to do with it. The 
gang of broken-down Italian nobles, who are 
a majority of the college,“ after many cent- 
uries of successful banking on ignorant and 
superstitious masses of humans, hav actually 
grown, or even bred into the notion that the 
creator of the universe would be obliged to 
make an assignment to them if they should 
close up the Vatican and go out of business. 
Many centuries of in-and-in breeding by a 
few Italian families, has resulted in giving 
them a notion that they are the only people 
on earth fitted to do business with God or 
Satan.— Loyal American. 


A BOLD Bostonian writes to the Globe: “I 
observed with great pleasure Sunday before 
last, several boys and girls enjoying the ex- 
cellent skating on a pond near Lake street, 
formerly Brighton, but now a part of Boston, 
a small piece of which, below the Undine 
spring, belongs tome. I had, on the morn- 
ing of the same day, seen a policeman en- 
gaged in the old-time occupation of chasing 
some harmless boys off the Frog pond on 
Boston Common. Now, I think the time has 
come when skating should not only be per- 
mitted, but also made comfortable, on Sun- 
day in every part of our city. I take the 
liberty of even suggesting to the municipal 
administration the desirability of this reform. 
There is no reason why, during the freezing 
weather, the ponds on the Common and the 
Public Garden should not be kept in prime 
condition for the skaters.” It ig not likely 
that such an innovation as skating within the 
precincts of the Common will ever be al- 
lowed. That historic spot is sacred to the 
hanging of witches! 


ommunications. 


Who Made God ?—Concluded. 

His subjsots must not only fear transgressing the 
primeval decree, they must be careful not to excite 
his wrath, his vengeance, his hatred, and his cruelty, 
because it does not require much clerical dexterity 
and genuflection to convert every moral and mental 
obliquity, when indulged by a divinity, into a gude, 
gutt, good, or God. In this way our spiritual guides, 
the priests, by their superhuman endowments and 
their exceptional genius in the realms of the inscru- 
table and domains of the visionary, hav furnished the 
world with such Gods as they believed were needed 
for its welfare. And not to accept them peaceably 
and submissivly would be presumptuous blasphemy, 
to deserve and invoke their vengeance. 

The Christian and Infidel world in its bewilder- 
ment has much to say about God, and with all the 
conflicting theories, definitions, and descriptions it 
cannot bs otherwise. The fable and the fall hav done 
it al, and set the world ajar. The staggering mental 
dilemma and struggle is to reconcile and harmonize 
the paradox that while God is good he is also the 
devil. Because in our sacred books and in the vast 
body of religious literature that floods the world, 
this duplex character is given to him. The church 
takes him as he was furnished or presented by the 
church fathers. 

It is a difficult and inexplicable problem, but we 
submit when we are told that God's ways are not as 
our ways. “How uusearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways past finding out!’ Then we believers 
: submit and think it is all for the best. 

But the Infidels renew the quarrel; displeased 
with the God the fathers, in their great strait and 
bawildering predicamants, felt themsel vs driven to de 
fine and interpret as best they could, they proceed to 
destroy him altogether. They are uninformed and 
fanatical or they would not do so. For man by nat- 
ure, whether Infidel or Christian, loves good. He 
loves everything that is good. He strives after it 
and lies for it as he understands it. And not to love 
the principle and symbol of all goodness as expressed 
in the word good, gute, or God, aa understood by 
the ancients ia its primitiv sense, and before it was 
masqueraded in the fable as the God of ignorant in- 
nocence, is to be a misanthrope, a monster, a fiend 
incarnate. If we destroy God and decry the symbol 
of goodness, we lapse below the lowest vertebrate 
animal and put ourselvs outside of nature. 

It the God our perplexed ancestors, in their great 
dilemma, made for us, is dsfeotiv and incongruous, 
we hav fully as much right and liberty to revise and 
restore him to his ancient integrity, with the broader 
vision that we enjoy, as they had in their desperate 
extremities to do the best they knew how. Let the 
Infidel understand that a God that is not wholly 
good, and in every sense represents anything sbort 
of every good accessible to man, is not the true God, 
and no sensible God-loving man could be expected 
to acknowledge or accept it. 

If we succeed in abolishing God from our affec- 
tions, our hopes, and ambitions, we will be the vic. 
tims of evil, servants of the devil, for there are but 
two acknowledged moral forces, and to abandon one 
ia to be subject to the other. 

The disciples and Christians of the first century 
were a sect of humble philosophers of the Platonic 
order. They were devoted to good works, living 
closely up to the ethios of Jesus. 

They believed in no demons or divinities, nor 
would they worship or sacrifice to any. Many of 
them were tortured and put to death by the pagans 
on this account for their Infidelity. This is the uni- 
form testimony of chureh and civil history. Their 
religion consisted in doing good. In our Auglo- 
Saxon language there was the word good, but no 
God. Bat our Anglo-Saxon (English) translators of 
the Bible, in order to adapt it to that idolatrous 
period, put thia new word or name God in the Bible, 
in defiance of the Greek text, and by so doing hav 
made Christianity a pagan superstition, and these 
early Christians heathen idolators, which, if living, 
rather than submit to they would suffer death. 

In the light of modern revelations in science and 
philosophy, 80 suggestiv of the origin of many. theo- 
ries and traditions, dogmas and beliefs, that hav long 
been incorporated in institutions and organizations 
of church and state, to open a general warfare and 
onslaught on their existence is to put the parties go 
engaged outside of common sympathy into a forced 
exile. It is excluding all opportunity for social 
intercourse, or mental or moral instruction of the 
masses, who so much need light and intelligence on 
these vital topics, involving human elevation, en- 
franchisment from error and the misfortunes "ever 
enslaving those who are its victims. 

When Liberals caricature, blaspheme, or deny the 
existence of good, alias God, as s thought, without 
reference as to the way it is spelled or pronounced, 
they array themselvs against the knowledge, the ex- 
perience, and convictions of unnumbered millions of 
the human family for unnumbered centuries of the 
past, To deny the existence of this good is to deny | 


the sensibility and susceptibility cf all organized life 

being affected by contact with its environment. 

There cannot be conscious existence without a sense 

P. good and evil; sometimes expressed as.God and 
evil. 

The fact is a fixed postulate and cannot be altered 
by man’s morbid perversity, or by his capricious 
prejudices or false conceptions. 

The sound and sentiment expressed in the word 
containing these vowels o and u are common to 
many, if not all languages, and mean nothing more 
than good in a secular sense. 

History justifies us in believing and asserting that 
good bad not been deified or demonized by the pa- 
gans in the countries where Christianity originated, 
and that these early Christians nsver heard of and 
knew nothing of God or good as a divinity or an 
objeet of worship; or if they did they would hav 
been as firm in refusing to honor him with worship 
a8 they were all the other recognized divinities. 

It was a principle with them to worship no divin- 
ity, whether it was God, Jupiter, or Hercules. All 
such worship was pagan superstition. 

I refer now to the Christianity of the first and 
second centuries, when it was an humble, simple, and 
despised religion or form of ethical philosophy, and 
not worthy of the notice of the aspiring or scholarly 
classes. But it had spread in the latter part of the 
second century and was becoming a power, when 
more scholarly men avsiled themselvs of the oppor- 
tunity to achieve distinction by claiming to be con- 
verts; and acting as priests and bishops, soon 
brought it into disgrace by introducing their heathen 
corruptions and dogmas and making it a superstition. 

These men sre now called the “early Christian 
fathers.” When we read their biographies, learn 
their characters and qualifications for the positions 
they oceupied in the church and as religious teachers, 
we find they were the destroyers of original Chris- 
tianity. 

From their writings that hav been preserved and 
contemporary testimony, they all, during their lives 
88 Christians, retained their early pagan faith in 


‘polytheism, and acknowledged their belief in the 


popular divinities of their day, though they did not 
teach these views in the church. But their pagan 
proclivities prompted them to originate new divini- 
ties out of words, names, objects, substantive, and 
abstractions. They demonized or deified the words 
„chief good,” of Plato, jesu christi, troa wisdom, of 
Paul, the gcod sun or “sun of good." They also 
deified the light of the sun—the pure atmosphere— 
calling it holy gas, then spelled Ghost; and pure 
water was Holy Spirit. 

Pure love was good ; so they ssid good or “ God 
was love,” and “they who dwell in love dwell in 
God.” Light was good and God was light, and in 
him there was no darkness at all" They soon dei- 
fied the departed good men as s kind of divine mes- 
sengers or servants for their divinities, whom our 
Latin and E glish ancestors translated in the Bible 
into Eogles, cr angels, because the Engles were 
blonds of fair complexion and comely appearance, as 
they supposed the inhabitants of the invisible sphere 
tobe. They thus deified departed saints into angels, 
and Mary, the mother of Joshua (Jeshu), they dei. 
fied as the mother of good or God. Anda mulli 
tude of other places and things were deified as holy. 

They also, consistent with their inherited, cher- 
ished faith, made a class of worthless or evil- divin- 
ities, which go by the names of Satan and his 
angels, Bee zsbub, the dragon, the serpent, and 
the devil, ete. 

These holy fathers of the church began this cor- 
ruption of the faith of the first simple disciples of 
Platonism, who rejected all divinities, and the suc- 
ceeding writers and defenders of the faith, beginning 
with the gospel authors, scribes, or copyists and 
translators, for a thousand years, till printing was 
discovered srd the Reformation commenced, when 
editors, printers, and publishers, true to the letter 
and teachings of the manuscript, printed the names 
of these Obristian divinities with the capital initial 
to preserve ttem. , 

Of late years science and scholarship hav been 
undermining. exposing, and dissipating these long- 
established divinities and superstitions, to the great 
distress and terror of their ardent devotees; and in 
their frenzy to maintain them they are experiencing 
religious spasms in efforts to preserve the precious 
faith, insisting, with pious pertinacity, that in order 
to save them they must be incorporated and sus- 
tained in the civil and political institutions; in 
Sabbath laws and by pericdical holy observances ; 
by chaplains and church tax exemptions; and to se- 
cure the perpetuity of these, to hav our already good 
national Constitution turned into a divine ordinance 
by deifying the word good into a God, that the peo- 
ple may not only obsy, but learn to adore, the docu- 
ment thus made holy. 

That singular freak in human nature that hankers 
after and affinitizes with these demons or divinities, 
drives some to novel, not to say ridiculous extremi- 
ties in manifesting their zeal and devotion. The 
National Reform Society is sfflicted with this mania. 
Its members scem sanguin in a belief that, though our 


national Constitution is a good one, it would be 
much better if the word good could be placed in it, 
spelled G o-d—it would add much to its virtue and 
strength, for then the God divinity would be honored 
and treated with due regard, and in return would 
shower down his blessings on his appreciativ sub- 
jecte. These reformers are so confident of the re- 
sult that no efforts are foo great in order that it 

may be consummated. ; 

It is not wide of the truth to affirm that ninety- 

nine per cent of the people are superficial, narrow, 
and incompetent thinkers; the toilers, the idlers, 
and timid, the trained and neglected, the stupid and 
stalwart, the weak and indolent, see no point—no 
occasion nor necessity for discussing and analyzing: 
this divinity or demon theory. They can scarcely - 
see a connection between it and the welfare of so- 
ciety. Their logic and metaphysics are too limited 
and local, too scant and contracted, to grasp the idea 
in is entirety. How many readers of Tun Taura 
SEEKER see no special or essential need for examining 
the question to see its force and bearing on and 
against progressiv and aggressiv thought? How 
many of them know that our religion was begotten 
and born in a land of demons? That all Ohristen- 
dom to-day is under demoniacal influence; that it 
exercises all the terror and power of a reality ; that 
with our great professions of superior enlighten- 
ment, this demonology dominates our social, domes- 
tic, and civil life? It dictates our policy, overrides 
our reason, and demands ovr reverence. It is sung 
into us in our cradle lullabies, in the nursery and 
Sunday-sehool in church hymns and instrumental 
music ; at our meals, when we arise in the morning and 
retire at night, in sickness and sorrow, at our birth 
and at death. It is attuned, enjoined, and glorified 
from the beginning to the end of our existence. In 
courts of justice, in legislativ halls, in public procla- 
mations for holiday observances, in the army and 
navy, on the battle-fields, on the scaffold, and in 
every public office from the hangman to the chief 
magistrate, ib is invoked, honored, and reverenced 
in the oath. It hangs over the masses as a pall, a 
thrall that binds them down through life to a mental 
condition of servil obsequiousness that forbids them 
investigating, and makes Freethought, Liberalism, 
and rational inquiry revolting and offensiv to their 
instincts. This ecclesiastical and demoniacal chain 
must be broken by inviting attention to its weak and 
rotten links, and in showing where and how it was 
forged, its utter fragility and worthlessness to fetter 
anyone with an intelligent and enlightened under- 
standing of its origin and purposes. 
This chain of superstition that links us to the 
ages of rampant demonology is the salient point of 
our warfare. This tether must be broken, for while 
it is intact all our skirmishing and fusillading on the 
mental outposts of the fortress, buttressed about 
and intrenched and cemented together by ancient 
and venerable faith, in the presence and power of 
demons, divinitier, or of modern gods, will avail but 
little, and will ba treated as the ravings of the blas- 
phemer or as the workings of Satan, their demon of 
darkness. 

The root and trunk of our religion are found here. 
It is by traversing and surveying this ground and 
acquainting ourselvs with the age and with the mo- 
tivs and objects of those who were activ and fore- 
most in planting our faith, that we will be able to see 
the character, quality, and extent of the stupendous 
fraud that is now holding. the human mind in abey- 
ance. 

While these demons stand unchallenged and un- 
masked, holding their grip on human affections, our 
pueril efforts to destroy the great ecclesiastical gu- 
perstructure and overturn the foundations of the 
hierarchy that sustains it, all under the patronage 
and invincible support of this prince and chief of 
demons men call God—this imaginary divinity, or- 
dained, equipped, and enthroned in power by 
creativ genius and human skill, as a ruler of this 
world and monarch of the universe—will avail but 
little, if not directed to the root and origin, to those 
seeds of ancient paganism planted and carefully cul- 
tivated by our Greek fathers and their successors, 
the servitore, patrons, and founders of our present 
orthodox Ohristian faith, wherever and in whatever 
degree it prevails. : 

. Mueh that is printed, read, or uttered in discus- 
sions in our Freethought literature. io the minds of 
the uninformed masses is accepted as mere declama- 
tion, or as the crude cogitations of a disordered 
mind, or as the ravings of the irreverent or infamous 
blasphemer, because it is mere fragmentary outbursts 
of railing and denunciation, generally unauthenticated 
and inopportune. Instead of interesting, attracting, 
and instructing, its effect is just the reverse, and 
tends to strengthen the faith in that which itis . 
aimed to discredit and destroy. 

Too much of the force of Liberal sentiment is in 
this way turned against the movement by its over- 
ultra, injudicions, and often unwise advocates. It is 
much better to calmly enlighten than it is to stun, 
stegger, or frighten and disgust a listener, with 
abrupt and untimely assertion or caricature. 

Philadelphia, Jan., 1891. T, E. LONGSHORE. 


Religious Banks and Banking.—Concluded. 


Oe would suppose that the frequent exposure of 
frauds deliberately and for years practiced by relig- 
-ious people would eure that large class of persons 
who, on account of the weakness of their diserimi- 
nating powers, may be named “gullibles,” their family 
coat of arms being the gudgeon, that silly fish which 
has the reputation of biting at any bait that looks 
like being good. Their folly consists in supposing 
that religion has any effect whatever in making men 
honest and honorable in their dealings. The ortho- 
dox doctrin, as to the matter of salvation, is that 
every convert to the church is a regenerated man; 
that all his ains, considered as debts due to divine 
justice, hav been atoned for, and fully paid and 
settled, by the blood of Christ, whose satisfaction thus 
made to the broken law is set over to his credit in 
the book of God’s remembrance. This legal trans- 
action covers not only the original sin which he com- 
mitted in his representativ, Adam, but all his actual 
sins, past, present, and to come, and hence he is in a 
justified state, which means that he is free from all 
condemnation, and is regarded now, henceforth, and 
forever as one who had never sinned. 

This is the doctrin of Paul, the first great cor- 
rupter of Christianity, as Jefferson said, and accounts 
for the triumphant feeling expressed in his epistle 
to the Romans (chap. ix), where, in tracing the links 
in the chain of salvation, beginning with the fore- 
knowledge and purpose of God, and ending with the 
Saint's glorification in heaven, he says: What shall 
we then say to these things? If God be for us, who 
can be against us? Who shall lay anything to the 
charge of God's elect? It is God that jastifieth. 

Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, 
yea, rather that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who siso maketh intercession 
for us.” , i 

Now, taking men as we find them, while a noble 
man whom nature has made out of good material 
would scorn to take advantage of the certainty of his 
salvation to indulge in all manner of sin, the common 
run of people, who compose the vast majority, would 
do that very thing. When a temptation, on the 
highway or byway of life, meets one of these profes. 
sional saints, taking him on his blind or weak side, 
he yieids, secretly, and perhaps unconsciously feel- 
ing that if he does yield, the blood of Christ will 
blot out the record of his sin, provided he is sorry 
for it. For, as I hav shown, Paul clearly teaches that 
if a saint commits a crime, Jesus, like an attorney at 
law, stands at the right hand of God in heaven as 
his intercessor, and pleads that, as he himself paid 
the criminal’s debt on the cross, the criminal must 
not only be acquitted but justified. The conscious- 
ness in a believer that the blood of Christ has an in- 
finit value which may be drawn upon, acts on men as 
the knowledge a spendthrift son has, that his father 

. has deposited in a safe bank a million of dollars 
which he can check out whenever he incurs a new 
debt. The doctrin of the church, Catholie and 
Protestant, is that the atoning blood of Christ, al- 
though only applied to sinners on this planet, has 
efficacy enough to redeem the sinners of ten thou- 
sand worlds like this. The pope of Rome, as God's 
vicegerent, and acting as secretary of the Lord's 
treasury, claims that the unappropriated surplus 
revenue of grace accruing from the infinit value of 
Christ’s atonement is under his sole control, and 
that he has a right £o use it in his official business. 
Therefore when a man wishes to break the divine 
law he looks at the list of indulgences, and getting 
the necessary money, purchases a “dispensation ;” 
that is, the pops, through his subordinate officers 
the priests, takes out of the surplus fund in the 

. treasury the necessary amount of grace, and givs the 
transgressor so much credit on account. 

It is essentially so in the Protestant church. 
There is no other way of accounting for this class of 

- gullibles being so large. They sincerely believe that, 
as to human conduct, all is gold that glitters ; and if 

the gold becomes tarnished by exposure they never 
suspect that it is because the article is what the min- 
eralogists call “fools’-gold,” but think that it only 
needs rubbing up to make it shine as brightly as ever. 
We had an illustration of this, lately, in thekind-hearted 
old Massachusetts specimen of the gullible class, who 
was so charmed with the saintliness of a penitentiary 
convict she knew, that, notwithstanding the frequent 
‘proofs she had of his roguery, she allowed him to be- 
guile her out of thousands of dollars. 

But gullibility is such a-weakness in the hu- 
man charactor that, until mankind is cured of its re- 
ligious superstition, it will always furnish swindlers 
the means of practicing their arts of cunning success- 
fully. If a penniless fellow in Chicago wanted to 
make a fortune in five years he might assure himself 
of success within that time if he understood well the 
art of cajolery. From the history of so many, let me 
sketch the plan. The first step to be taken is to get 
converted at some revival, and evince a gift of prayer, 
and an emotional display of piety in the way of tears. 
We all know what a weapon of offense and defense a 
woman's tears are, and how often the stony heart of 
the judge on the bench can be melted by the appeals 
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they make for mercy.. It has been said that it is un- 
manly for a man to weep under any circumstances, 
and certainly, more really deep feeling is exhibited 
in stifling his emotions, and keeping back his tears, 
than in giving them free vent. But our amiable 
class of gullibles hav always yielded to the sympa- 
thetic force of tears. One of the Scotch preachers, 
during the timés of the Solemn Leagueand Covenant, 
was exceedingly admired by his hearers for his long 
sermons of three or four hours, and mainly because, as 
one of his congregation has recorded: He had a great 
power o’ watter; for he grat, and he spat, and he 
swat like mischief.” And here I may digress a 
moment to say, that one reason why the regular 
clergy of our city churches are being cheated out of 
their congregations by the Sunday papers, is that, 
reading over their little dry sermons of half an hour, 
with no inspiration of hell-fire in them, they awaken 
no feeling in their hearers. They hav no need of hand- 
kerchiefs to mop the sweat from their foreheads, and 
the tears from their eyes and noses, as the old 
preachers had. The weeping part of the church serv- 
ices is left now to the revivalists, and hence they are 
the only class of the clergy who succeed, in defiance 
of the Sunday newspaper, in winning souls to Christ. 

But to return to our pious knave. After he be- 
comes remarkable for his zeal as a church-member, 
which is evinced in his punctual attendance on the 
means of grace, his next step is to get a class of chil- 
dren in the Sabbath-sehool, where he is a model 
teacher. Soon he is promoted to be superintendent, 
which, if in a large evangelical church, enables him 
to take a long step toward realizing his hope of be- 
ing a wealthy man. For a Sunday-school superin- 
tendent, judging from the number of them exiled in 
Oanada and the penitentiaries of the country, has 
special facilities for paving the way to success in 
making money. Serving the Lord for revenue, he is 
always at his post of duty on the holy Sabbath to 
address the children and tell them all about Jesus, 
and pious little boys and girls who, being too good 
to liv, like little Nathan Dickerman, died and went 
to heaven. All these children when they go home 
will echo and reésho the praises of our dear superin- 
tendent in the ears of their credulous mothers, and 
she will repeat them in the ears of her husband. In 
due time, the godly women of the congregation ask 
their husbands to make the acquaintance of our hero, 
and invite him to their houses as a visitor. Our 
pious swindler, even if he is not married into the 
family, knows how to ingratiate himself into the good 
opinion and, finally, the confidence of the husband as 
a business man, because every business man is ac- 
quainted, and holds relations, with others of his class, 
and they enlarge the field of operations. At church 
on Sunday, st the prayer-meetings every week, as. 
well as in the Sunday-schools, and especially on sac- 
ramental occasions, he exhibits his superabundant 
piety, until all who know him hav perfect confidence 
in him as being and possessing all that is requisit in 
the character of Deacon Smith’s “ truly good man.” 
I giv our shrewd adventurer three years out of the 
five to achieve this conquest over the gullibles. 
Then I allow him two years more to trade upon his 
capital, which consists of mere confidence reposed in 
him as a religious man. Upon this he either spec- 
ulates in stock, with funds stolen from his employers, 
or borrows a little money to set up a bank. If he 
adopts the latter plan, like his late exemplar, Brother 
Kean in Chicago, he opens the day’s business with 
prayer io his patron deity, the God of Jacob. He 
has a secret reason for this, for Jacob was & rogue 
like himself. He cheated his gullible old father-in- 
law, Laban, the Syrian, out of his cattle, and also his 
own twin brother, Esau, out of his birthright; and, 
of course, a deity who would approve of such con- 
duct would be the very one that a swindling banker 
in Chicago would like to worship and pray to every 
day, for he well knows that there are plenty of-con- 
fiding Labans to be found among the million of peo- 
ple who compose -the population of that city, who 
could be induced to put their hard earnings into his 
bank for safe keeping. 

But now comes the dénoument, by which French 
word is meant, the development of the plot, the final 
issue, or result, the catastrophe. Justice, personified 
as Nemesis in the Greek mythology, a virgin goddess, 
although she has the reputation of being leaden- 
heeled, and slow of gait, has the eye of a basilisk, and 
the scent and endurance of the bloodhound, and at 
last overtakes the transgressor with his ill-gotten gain 
stored away in his pocket. She enters the bank with- 
out knocking at the door, holds up the insignia of her 
office and authority, puts the offender into the balance, 
weighs him, and finds him wanting in all the attributes 
of character which make an honest and true men. 
The church sends her agent to defend his. character 
by the absurd and impudent ples that, having been 
for so many years a bright aud shining light in the 
church, eto., ete., he must needs be innocent, although 
proven to be guilty,—thus committing the unpardon- 
able sin of attempting to unsettle the order of the 
universe, and the affairs of men, by blotting out the 
eternal distinction between right and wrong. Jus- 
tice, however, still declares him to be a robber, yea, 
still worse; for a robber has courage enough to run 


thing to talk about during the last few days. 
pastor of the Amesbury, Mass., Universalist church, 
the R:v. A. O. White, made his appearance there as 
Miles S‘andish, in a comic Opera called Priscilla, sup- 
ported by local amateurs. 
by church people and others eager to see the un- 
wonted spectacle of a minister of the gospel kicking 
up his heels in public. 
a success both as actor and singer, and carried the 
house by storm. As a matter of course, the Ames- 
bury gossips hav wagged their tongues industriously 
over the clergyman’s exploit, and the community is 
about (qually divided between condemnation and 
commendation. 


crass ignorance of the bigot. 
himself outside the pale of courteous consideration 
by the agency of his large mouth, that—figurativly, 
at least—discounts the orifice through which Tal- 
mage emits his Sunday discourses. 


the common fashion of the stage and opera. 
about reached that point already. 


respect for woman's virtue. 
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the risk of being killed in the act, but he is aawin- 
dler, who, to make himself rich, deliberately uses hia 
religion to get the confidence and the money of men 
and women of moderate means, when he knows that 
they will ultimately be reduced to the pinchings of 
poverty. 

But, most unfortunately, justice can only expose 


and punish the criminality of a swindler after she 
Succeeds in catching him. She cannot make him dis- 
gorge his plunder, and giv it back to the victims of 
his treachery, although they be hungry widows and 
orphans. They must suffer the consequences of 
their being dupes ; for both nature and the law allow 
men to be punished for their ignorance. 


VINDEX. 
et 


The Preachers and the Actors. 
From the New York Dramatic Mirror. 
Olergymen hav been giving professionals some- 
The 


The house was crowded 


From ali accounts he made 


But far less innocent and censurable than the Rev. 


Mr. White's eccentric foray into the domain of comic 
opera wire the sermons preached against the stage 
by a clerical sensationalist named Rankin—G. C. 
Rankin—in Kansas City at about the same time. 
This purblind preacher is one of the few relics of 
that school of orthodox mountebanks who, like their 
contemporaries and prototypes the vagabond stroll- 
ers, hav become well-nigh obsolete in all civilized 
lands—a school that has done mankind more harm 


than good. Narrow, ill-informed, saturated with 
false ideas of life, they discuss public questions with 
the unreasoning fierceness of the fanatic and the 
Rankin bas placed 


I think you will agree with me on this point when 


you hav perused the following extracts culled at ran- 
dom from his tirades: 


The literature and customs of the brothel will become 
They hav 


According to the statement of a manager, it is not moral 


excellence or literary worth, or high vocal skill, or elocution- 
ary merit, or high-toned humor that enters into the '' rage " of 


stage attractions, but the grossly indelicate exhibition of the 
** beautiful outlines " of the indecent female form. 

‘From this school people are being trained in the art of 
perfidy, deception, intrigue, and licentiousness. 

It is cultivating & taste for the literature, practices, and 
ribaldry of the dramshop and the brothel, from which, no 
doubt, the average theatrical troupe draws much of the fash- 
ion of its stage dress, indecent posings, coarse manners, and 
ill-scented inspirations. 

Such an institution imparts and fosters a deep-seated dis- 
It evokes and stimulates the 
worst passions and appetites of men. . 

It generates an atmosphere under whose pestilential in- 
fluence the innate love of chastity withers and the lust of 


convivíality and libertinism grows and flourishes and brings 
forth its abundant harvest. 
toper, it sharpens the wit of the gambler, it furnishes a plot 


It excites the cravings of the 


for the gay seducer, it opens up unthought- of avenues to the 


foul conspirator against the sanctity of wedded life, and it 


flings the glamour of chuckling cleverness and ingenuity 
around the deeds of the pampered rake and the chartered 
libertin. 

There is nothing mean or cunning in human life ; there is 
nothing base or groveling in human conduct ; there is noth- 
ing smutty or profane in human manners; there is nothing 
slimy in human thought and imagination, and there is noth- 
ing crafty and insidious in human motiv and purpose that 
is not thrown into some sort of grotesque or bewitching 
shape by the ordinary playhouse theatricals. 

The utterer of these vicious libels is a popular cler- 
gyman, whose congregation, I sm told, is one of the 
largest in Kansas City. . 

God help the poor Methodist flock that is led into 
error by the lies of this blatant shepherd ! 

Rankin, by the way, has drawn forth this criticism 
from a brother clergyman, the Rav. Myron W. Reed, 
of Denver: “Dr. Rankin’s sermon was rank and 
wholly urealled for, and showed the speaker's igno- 
rance of what he was talking about. While on this 
subject I want to say that I think actors rank just aa 
well as any other class of people, and just as well as 
preachers. I think they overdo their advertising, but 
then look at De Witt Talmage. He is the beat ad- 
vertiser in the business. I think the best idea would 
be to mak» the pulpit as attractiv as the stage." 

— . —E—U— — 


Tug managers of the exhibition at Chicago do not 
seem to hav risen to the conception that the exhibi- 
tion is to be a national affair, and ss such should not 
be used to propagate the peculiar beliefs of this or 
that sect, especially in view of tho fact that the na- 
tion, as & nation, recognizes no religion.—Huropean 
edition of the Herald. 


Josiah P. Mendum. 


` From the Boston Investigator. 


Oa Tuesday afternoon, Jan. 11, 1891, the sad 
funeral rites over the body of the respected and be- 
loved proprietor of the Boston Jnvestigator were 
performed. The day was perfect. The winter sun 
shone bright and the air was clear. 

In accordance with the wishes of the deceased and 
his family the services were private, and were held 
at his late residence in Melrose Highlands. About 
seventy-five of the intimate friends of Mr. Mendum 
were present to pay the last tribute of respect and 
affection. The casket was in the front parlor of the 
house, and the face of the deceased was seen as if in 
peaceful sleep. A sheaf of wheat was laid upon the 
casket. Near by was a large bunch of white roses 
with the word “ Finished” in purple flowers in the 
center. Many other floral offerings were in the 
room. . 

The services commenced with singing, We Are 
Gathering Home,” by the Commonwealth Quartet. 
Mr. L. K. Washburn then made the following ad- 
dress : 


My FRIENDS: We hav met together to pay our tribute of 
respect to a man who deserved the respect of a world. 

Josiah P. Mendum is a name that has always been clean 
and pure. His children can cherish it with honor; his 
friends can speak it with pride, and his fellow-men can 
write it with grateful remembrance.. 

At the end of a long, busy life, a life of toil, of hardship, 
of bitter struggle, but also of success, of victory, and of 
triumphant peace, the white sleep of death falls on the tired 
hand and the weary brain. 

Few men hav lived with more to be proud of; few men 
hav died with less to regret. 

It is a great thing to liv life well; to liv in a way to make 

_the world better; to be upright and true; to oppose the 
wrong; to work for the right; to stand by the poor, the op- 
pressed, the down-trodden; to speak for the few, the de- 
spised, the maligned ; to spend one’s life in the cause of jus- 
tice and truth. : 

Josiah P. Mendum did this, did it quietly, modestly, did 
it as his duty, and it is for doing this that we honor and re- 
gpect him. 

He worked for the good of this world; he did not waste 
his life in work for another. There was so much to be done 
here, 80 much that was needed to make human life what it 
should be, that he gave all his thought and labor to the 
present. 

He could not accept a defeated hope on earth as the 
promis of a waiting joy in heaven, but, instead, he saw in it 
the necessity of a greater wisdom and a nobler life here. 

He lived to make the most of his opportunities while they 
lasted; he did not ask where they were to end. He never 
complained of the hours or days or years being too long. 
He loved to work, and he could always find something to 
do. He was activ and interested in his business as long as 
the willing mind could obey its master. : 

There was no deceit in this man.. He was truthful; plain- 
spoken even to bluntness. He would not lieto flatter friend 
or frighten foe. He relied upon facts, and he stated thinga 
candidly and without excuse or ornament. He had tbe 
rugged habit of honesty of purpose, and he did not varnish 
his speech for utterance. here his word was given his 
deed was assured. Men who dealt with him trusted him. 
He possessed the strictest business integrity. He wronged 
no man of his just dues. He paid his every debt. E 

Bixty years ago the man who doubted the truth of the 
Christian dogmas was looked upon as bad; the man who re- 
ee the hand of the Christian religion was looked upon as 
ost. It required courage sixty years ago to be honest to 

one’s intellectual doubts, but it required a greater courage 

to follow the fate of one’s intellectual convictions. There 

‘was then more to be encountered by him who avowed his 

opposition to the papular faith. ; i 

To Mr. Mendum the Christian religion was false, its 
doctrins were crue), its preaching was injurious, and he 
determined to do all he could as long as he lived to show 
men that there was no power in the universe to be feared, 
and that they were wronging themselvs by sacrificing this 
life for another. 

He was true to that determination, and well has he per- 
formed his task. How much he has done we cannot say, 
for results are not to be measured by what we see and 
know. 


More than fifty years ago, before he was thirty years of. 


age, he became the publisher and proprietor of the Boston 
noestigator. It was through this paper that he did his work; 
not as editor, not as contributor, but as manager, who, by 
his careful, conservativ course, by his indomitable energy, 
and by his lofty spirit of sacrifice, which, more than once, 
carried him and those who were dear to him almost to the 
edge of want, kept the paper alive and saved it to do the 
great work of enlightenment to which it was consecrated by 
its brave founder. He gave his life to the publishing of a 
paper that should advocate the mental freedom of man. 

He never wavered in his purpose; never faltered in his 
labor; never turned back in his course. 

He did what to him was right. He was faithful to his 
convictions. His heart and mind were both enlisted in the 
battle forfreedom. Every day for more than half a century 
he stood at his post of duty. He lived to see many a dogma 
die, many a truth born, and he had the proud satisfaction of 
knowing that he had contributed by his efforts to the larger 
liberty which the world enjoys. 

The Boston Investigator is alive to-day chiefly through the 
enterprise, sagacity, pluck, and perseverance of Josiah P. 
Mendum. It must stand asa monument to his name, and 
no man could hav a grander. ; 

The man whom we honor to.day with our presence and 
our thoughts was not before the public. He did not seek of- 
fice nor position. He had no ambition for place or power. 
He did not seek to lead men nor to build his fame upon the 
services of his fellow. beings. 

All the triumph he asked was what his own hands could 
win. All the glory of his life was the result of his own 
efforts. He helped others. He worked for the improve. 

ment ofthe world. He gave his time and talents to promote 
the cause of human liberty and human emancipation from 
superstition. He saw the world of man held in the bonds of 
mental slavery, and he attacked this great evil whenever he 
could strike a blow for freedom and truth. : 
He fought for liberty as long as his hands could hold a 


sword, and his sympathy with man's struggles against wrong 
and falsehood ceased only with his breath. 

` Itis a great thing to aid the cause of education by furnish- 
ing facts to the world; by providing a medium for the ex- 
change of ideas, and it was this which Mr. Mendum did. 
For doing this thousands hav spoken his name with grati- 
tude, and thousands more wil liv to be benefited by his 
wise and judicious labors. 

The nobiest fruit of human life is manliness. The man 
who lies before us in the peaceful arms of death was a moral 
man. He had no bad habits. Vice had no atiractions for 
him. He was mentally and morally clean. He was not 
ashamed of his thoughts. Theresurrounded him an atmos- 
phere of self-respect. He life was open, honest, aboveboard, 
and he lived in the light. 

In this age character has made all creeds contemptible. 
It is what we do that shows what we are. The man who is 
sincere need wear no disguise; need make no profession. 
The paint of falsehood cannot hide the face of truth. 

Josiah P. Mendum could not be a hypocrit. His lips 
could not lie. He told the truth whether it was pleasant or 
unpleasant. He made friends of the best, and itis & noble 
tribute to the sincerity of his character that they remained 
true through life. ` : 

His grasp was warm and kind, and where his confidence 
went his heart followed. He did not use flattery. Honesty 
needs only plain words. ` 

In this man’s character there was the firmness of earth. 
He held his opinions with tncompromisiig integrity. If 
they were right, why should he yield ? 

Those who knew him, knew that beneath his every act 
was & reason. 

He was impulsiv at times, but never unjust. He did not 
want to be wronged nor to wrong others. 

Mr. Mendum had the virtues which delighted in home; 
which protected the family; which shielded the weak. His 
life was divided between the duties of his business and the 
pleasures of his home. In his family relations he was ex- 
ceedingly fortunate. His home was his heaven, his best 
place, and it yielded him every happiness, every joy. 

: In the sacred quiet and peace of home he passed his last 
days, with the hands and feet of love ever ready to wait 
upon his wants. i . : ` 

He bore his sufferings patiently; he faced his fate calmly 
and bravely, and died as he had lived—grandly. 

This man whom we hav learned to respect, esteem. and 
love, hag reached the end of life’s journey. He has left us 
the legacy of a pure and noble life. We can honor him best 
by imitating his virtues. d 

Over his sleeping dust we say these parting words of re- 
spect and esteem. 

Farewell. 


At the conclusion of the address the qiartet sang 
the hymn, “ Lay Me Low.” 

The pall-bearers were Messrs. T. W. Ripley, Jacob 
Bean, L K. Munn, and H. Sargeant. 

The body was buried in the family lot at Wyo- 
ming Cemetery in Melrose. 


SKETCH OF MR, MENDUM'S LIFE. 
From the Boston Herald. s 


Mr. Josiah Paine Mendum, who has just died, kad 
a remarkable career. It was not filled with any 
romantic incidents, startling tableaux, or thrilling 
situations which rendered it sensational, but was 
characterized by rugged honesty, rare intelligence, 
persistent industry, and devotion to the cause of the 
oppressed. There were bitter struggles, there were 
frequent triumphs, and a record of success in busi- 
ness and social life. 

At the time of his death he had published the 
Investigator fir more than fifty years, during which 
time he had been constantly associated in business 
with Horace Seaver, the editor, until the death of 
the latter a year and a half ago. 

Mr. Mendum was born in Kennebunk, Me., on 
July 7, 1811, and therefore lived almost a decade be- 
yond the popular idea of man’s term of existence. 
He spent the years of his minority in his nativ town, 
availing himself of the little advantages of the town 
school in his early boyhood, but entering the print- 
ing business as an apprentice at the age of fourteen, 
on the death of his father. 

Armed with credentials from his employer as to 
his “industry, sobriety, and a clever knowledge of the 
printing trade,” he went to Dover, N. H., in his 
twenty-first year, and obtained work for & short time 
in the offics of the Monitor, a Unitarian paper. 

In 1833, however, he returned to his nativ town, 
and found occasional employment in the various 
off ses there; but as the chances of regular work at 
remunerativ prices were not promising, he came to 
Boston, imbued with the idea, gathered from his 
Christian parents, who were Universalists, of saving 
what he could and paying as he went. Here his 
work was in a job printing office, in a stereotype 
foundry, and upon daily newspapers. 

In the summer of 1833 a young friend urged him 
to go and hear Abner Kueeland, the prominent F'ree- 
thinker of that day, but for a long time young Men- 
dum refused, because he was afraid of being led 
astray from religion. The “delusions of Infidelity” 
were abhorrent to him, and he feared to listen to 
them because of the possible result upon his mind. 
But when “Fr. Kneeland” had been prosecuted for 
blasphemy, Josiah’s friend showed him how incon- 
sistent it was to condemn a man for his religious 
opinions, and to refuse to hear or read his lectures, 
and even when he was prosecuted for publishing his 
opinions, to condemn him unheard. 

The next Sunday evening the two friends went to 
hear Mr. Kueeland lecture on “The Treatment of 
Criminals,” in which the argument was that the 
members of this class were ereatures of circum- 


stances, and should be restrained instead of pun- 
ished. ` 

Mr. Mendum did not suddenly embrace all of Mr. 
Koeeland's ideas, but he went often to hear him, 
formed a friendship for him, became acquainted with 
many of his people, and found them pure of life, 
well meaning, and kind in feeling. : 

From this point investigation was rapid and per- 
Bistent; and so thoroughly was Mr. Mendum con- 
vinced of what he believed to be the falsity and cru- 
elty of the Christian religion, that when Mr. Knee- 
land was released from prison the printing of his 
paper, the Znvestigator, was turned over to Mr. 
Mendum, who shortly after became its publisher 
and proprietor. 

In Oetober, 1847, Mr. Mendum married Miss 
Elizabeth Munn, of New York, a lady of advanced 
Liberal ideas, which she had absorbed in her inter- 
course with her friend, Mrs. Ernestine L. Rose, one 
of the first strong advocates of woman’s rights, who 
is still living, and a persistent plegder for Free- 
thought. Mrs. Mendum died in April, 1872, having 
given birth to six children, one of whom died in in- 
fancy. The others still liv, and the son, Mr. Ernest 
Mendum, succeeds his father as the publisher of the 
Investigator. 

Mr. Mendum was an Agnostic, with all that the 
term implies, in regard to man’s spiritual being and 
destiny. He was positiv in his antagonism to the- 
ology and Ohristianity. He fought all forms of 
what he deemed superstition with persistency and 
bravery. In all this he had the respect of all who 
knew him well, because of his lack of cant and hy- 
poerigy, and his thoroughly pure character. 

He held to his belief to the last moment of his life. 
He did ‘not consider the fact of a future existence 
proved, but felt ready to meet if if there should be 
one. Oa the day of his death, fee:ing that the end 


was near, he asked, Is this death!“ and, being told 


that it was, he quietly awaited the end. 

Oe Christian woman, an acquaintance, once re- 
marked of him to show her dread of his indifference: 
“Heisa bad man, because he is such a good man." 

He believed thoroughly in the institutions of mar- 
‘riage and the home, and was thoroughly domestic in 
his life, although he could see the faults in the organ- 
‘zation and customs of society as plainly as he dis- 
cerned the wrongs of oppression. 

He was identified with several of the great reform 
movements—the antislavery contest, shorter hours 
for labor, woman suffrage, and particularly the 
emancipation of the public schools from all sectarian 
irfluences. He was thoroughly opposed to our sys- 
tem of so-called protectiv tariff, chiefly for the reason 
that he believed that free intercourse between pna- 
pone was a great factor to the progress of civiliza- 

ion. 

Because of these progressiv ideas in behalf of hu- 
manity he was closely allied at different periods with 
many of the celebrated men and women of America, 
although he did not agree with all their ideas. 
Among these friends were Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Horace Seaver, Elizur Wright, Parker Pillabury, 
William Lloyd Garrison, Wendell Phillips, Mary A. 
Livermore, Susan B. Anthony, Ernestine L. Rose, 
Matilda Joslyn Gage, Frances Wright, and others 
equally well known. 

One of these evinced his friendship and sympathy 
in the following dispatch on the day of the funeral— 
although, on account of a misdirection, it did not 
reach its destination until this afternoon : 

‘ New Yonx, Jan. 18, 1891. 

EsNxsT MENDUM, Boston: Had I not been in the midst of 
an important trial, I should hav attended the funeral of your 
father, one of the noblest and best of men. There is this 
consolation: He lived a long and useful life. He did good 
and shed light. Thousands upon thousands do him honor. 
My heart is with you. Ronzgnr G. INGERSOLL. 


Through Mr. Mendum’s suggestion and persist- 
ent energy, the Paine Memorial Hall came into 
existence. He proposed the project first at a con- 
vention of Liberals in Philadelphia in 1869, where 
he urged that in various cities in America there 
should be.& memorial hall to the hero of the 
American Revolution, where those of advanced 
thought could hold their meetings. The matter 
ended with the convention, but Mr. Mendum was 
not to be deterred. Not long after he reopened the 
subject in the Znvestigator, and the result was the 
building, which afterward Mr. Mendum bought, and 
which he finally put into the hands of a corporation 
of which he was the most activ spirit. In this build- 
ing the Investigator is published. e 

A friend thus speaks of Mr. Mendum: “To him 
the doctrins of Christianity were cruel, and he did 
all that he sould to show that there was no power 
in the universe to be feared, and from this he never 
wavered nor turned back. He always helped others, 
and constantly worked for the good of humanity ag 
a whole, with which he had the deepast sympathy. 
He was no hypocrit, and in reviewing his life the 
truth is forced upon the mind that character makes 
creeds contemptible.” 

— Ho — 
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A Kindly Explanation. . 


Dear Mz. MAcDOxaTD: I thank you for your court- 
eous and kindly treatment.of my recent article. I 
am quite indifferent as to what others may think of 
my address at Portsmouth, as it is in print and 
Speaks for itself. What is writ is writ; would it 
were worthier !" 

I personally do not believe in the supernatural. 
I use the word super-sensuous instead. If there ie 
anything in the phenomena of Spiritualism, it is 
natural. I make no distinction between matter and 
spirit, as I cannot draw the lines between them. I 
believe with Haeckel, as he quotes from Bruno: “A 
spirit exists in all things, and nobody is so small but 
contains a part of the divine substance within itself 
by which it is animated.” I believe with Tyndall: 
* Besides the phenomena which address the senses, 
there are laws, principles, and processes which do not 
address the senses at all, but which can be spiritually 
discerned.” I think the philosophy of Spiritualism 
ig more defensible than that of Materialism; but I 
do not think much of the so-called phenomena” of 
Spiritualism. I greatly respect those scientists and 
philosophers who believe that they hav received 
* proof positiv" of the continuity of human life. I 
hope that it is true. Many good Secularists are 
Spiritusliats. The largest contributor of the Ameri- 
can Secular Union in New York is said to believe 
that he often receives letters from a deceased son. 

You do me unintentional injustice in saying that I 
am opposed to the appointment of an English Secu- 
larist as field secretary. So far from this being the 
fact, that is just what I want to do! My first choice 
for general field secretary is an English Secularist " 
par excellence—Mr. Charles Watts, of Toronto; and 
the board would hav appointed him weeks ago, and 
the money would hav been pledged for his support 
if such unexpected opposition had not broken out. We 
hav reason to believe that the appointment would be 
received with great favor, and that the necessary 
funds would be forthcoming. It is the wish of five 
out of seven of our board to appoint Mr. Watts to 
this office, and we hope to convince all of our aseo- 


.ejates that this is the best course for our board to 


Why? Simply because this one special agent 


. egram to you stating that Phillips had sentenced me 


pursue. R. B. WzsrBRoox, Pres. A. S. U. 
Philadelphia, Pa., Jan. 17, 1891. 


— — — — 


Mr. John E. Remsburg's Plan. 


I think Dr. Foote’s suggestions in his open letter 
to Dr. Westbrook respecting Mr. Remsburg's plan 
are both sensible and practical. The Secular Union 
cannot afford to be without the activ support of the 
Freethought lecturers in the field. It is because 
the Union has not been wise and open handed in 
this direction that it has not accomplished greater 
results heretofore. It will not better the matter to 
send out one lecturer commissioned by the Secular 
Union to work for it. Dr. Foote fears that such 
an effort will result in creating jealousies among the 
lecturers, but I apprehend that it will result in 
worse—that it will produce hostility to the Union. 


* commissioned" by the Secular Union will be doing 
precisely the same kind of work that each and all the 
other lecturers are doing, namely, lecturing and 
organizing Secular Unions. Why then should one 
lecturer receive reward from the publie and all others 
get nothing? I see very plainly that the special 
agent will do the Secular Union a damage. What is 
now wanted is a ccoperation of the Secular Union 
with the regular soldiers now in the lecture field. 
These workers hav a hard time, and hav all they can 
do to gain & meager support. They cannot afford to 
work for the Secular Union or anything else without 
some remuneration. They are too poorly paid for 
their services and ean assume no additional work 
without pay. If the Secular Union will devise Lib. 
eral measures, it may hopefully call upon the Liber- 
als of the country for a generous support. 
Oakland, Cal., Box 109. W. S. Brrr. 


— a —— — 


Moses Harman’s Peril. 


[The folowing letter was received by Dr. Foote, Jr., a 
few days since. It tells where Mr. Harman is and where he 
is likely to be soon.] : 


Dzar Frino Foors: Yesterday I sent a brief tel. 


io one year in the penitentiary for mailing the 
O'Neill letter. "The decision was rendered at the 
federal building in Topeka at 1 p.m. yesterday. The 
reading occupied about forty or forty-five minutes. 
No chance was given me to put in & word of objec- 
tion. I was not asked if I had anything to say why 
sentence should not be pronounced against me, and 
acting on advice of counsel, I did not demand the 
customary right of prisoners in that regard. I am 
still at liberty on my own recognizance, pending 
proceedings looking toward appeal to Caldwell's 
court. These may occupy a week or ten days; then, 
if appeal is not granted, I suppose there will be no 
help, no alternativ, but to Lansing prison I must go. 
Moszs Hanuas. 


à 


less apology is required for introducing the anecdote 
here from the fact that it has intrinsic interest, as 
it relates to Robert Burns; has not, as far as I am 
aware, been incorporated into any of his biographies ; 
and is assuredly authentic.“ 


Ellisland, which he entered at Whit-Sunday, 1788 a 
Highlandman of the name of Donald Macrae lived 


house in which the Celtie Donald Macrae hed taken 
up his abode was situated near what is now the 
Auldgirth railway station. 
ported himself, his better-half, and one or two young 
But, in |: 
good sooth, he had almost the same proud contempt 
for a plow that Rob Roy had for the shuttle of the 


fisted men from the plow stilts and brawny-armed 
Vulcans experienced that the waters of the Nith 


they tasted absolutely glorious when dashed in a 
tankard-can with Highland Donald's whisky. This 
interesting theory was frequently carried into prac- 
tice, so that he was pronounced a rare fellow, and a 
popular benefactor, this Donald Macrae. 


fluence of his potent cogie.” 


near “to the lug o’ the law.” 


secured the appointment of a certain personage, of 


When the Truth Was Best. 


The divorce between our practical and theoretical 
morals has landed us in such a pass that, if a man 
tell the truth when it would appear that a lie would 
better serve his purpose, he is not believed. An in- 
teresting illustration of this statement is to be found 
in an anecdote which, when a youth, I communicated 
to a small local newspaper (Annan Observer). The 


Some time after Burns's settlement in the farm of 


on the estate of Blackwood, the birthplace of no 
mean littérateur, Allan Cunningham. The thatch 


Ostensibly, Donald sup- 


Macraes, by the vocation of rural laborer: 


Sassenach. He was seen out in the fields go seldom 
that the whole neighborhood surmised that the 
worthy Celt had more to do with “worms” and 
“stills” than with spades and mattocks. This soon 
became mora than a surmise, and a good many hard- 


were a rather cold and insipid beverage, but that 


The rus- 
tios grew wonderfully great and wise under the in- 
Through it Jockie 
found courage to pop the question to his sun-burnt 
and amorous Jenny ; he grew wise enough to discuss 
politics and “ Willie Pitt,” and strong and athletic 
enough to take his place in the forge, even when it 
could be most appropriately said : 
Nae mercy then for airn or steel, 
The baney, brawny, ploughman chiel 
Brings hard owre hip, wi’ sturdy wheel, 
The big fore-hammer, 
While block and study ring and reel 
W? dinsome clamour. 

But alake! alake! that bugbear, the gager: 
Donald and his patrons were most uncomfortable 
There was a gentle- 
man of the name of Graham of Fintry, who had 


the rame of Burns, on the board of excise; and, to 
make matters worse, another gentleman of the name 
of Miller of Dalswinton had given this same oger— 
this Ayrshire Burns, the farm of Ellisland at his own 
terms. The farm was so awfully near to the “ still" 
too! Well really it was too bad of this Miller of 
Dalswinton. He might be forgiven for all his steam- 
boats and crotchets and vagaries ; but, really, locat- 
ing that dreadful gager so near was altcgether too 
bad. This Burns had already a fame that had pre 
ceded him. He was known to be a genius who could 
recite impromptus and scribble songs. That was all 
very well—st least, it would hav been all very well 
in Donald’s estimation, if the bard could hav found 
it convenient to scribble his songs a hundred miles 
away; but to do so in the proximity of the High- 
lander’s still, and run the likely chance of lighting 
upon it—as he was a sharp fellow this Burns—was 
terrible even to think of. The gager-poet had a 
great bold forehead, and a large dark eye in his head 
which flashed like fire. Moreover, he had a pair of 
powerful shoulders, “ sturdy bearers” also, and ap- 
peared altogether such a man as might be extremely 
dangerous to interfere with in the execution of his 
duty—one who would fight for the excise “ red-wat 
shod,” however the “clarty barm might stain his 
laurels.” But Donald and those interested in the 
prosperity of his contraband trade used every pre- 
caution to keep the still clear from the interference 
of Burns. 

‘Now, it so happened that, although this alcoholic 
Celt could coolly defraud the revenue, he dreaded 
making any flagrant breach of the moral law. He 
was a simple, lszy, warm-hearted, and hot-headed 
Highlandman. Sometimes he wes visited by the 
clergyman of the parish, for whom he entertained 
the most profound veneration. He of the “ sacer- 
dotal stole” might be interested in Donald—I know 
nothing to the contrary; but one thing appeared 
pretty obvious—he was deeply interested in the 
* still.” 

* Well, Dv ald, how are you to-day?” said his rev- 
erend visitor on one occasion. 

“Her nainsel pe unco weel; come ip, sur," said 
Donald. . 


*The incident was related to me by the late James Scott, 


M.A., of Clarencefield, Annan, a gentleman of ripe scholar- 
ship and exceptionally wide reading, and who in his youth 
was intimate with several persons who had been contem- 


porarieg and friends of Burns. 


since. 
there pe anither sax kep up on the rafters, sir.” 


truth tells best. 
and taste if all the six are as good as that fellow 
that I hav jast been preeing.” 


and there sure enough was Burns. 
rapidly, and, it being a warm summer day, he was 
consequently enveloped in the dust of the road ; but 
there was distinguishable through the white cloud, 
sitting astride a horse, the stalwart and manly form 
of the gager-poet. 


The minister entered with congratulation and ben- 


ison to the Highlandman’s better-half, and kindly 
patted the big round heads of all the chubby- 
cheeked scions of the illustrious house of Macrae. 
Donald busied himself in filling a horn drinking 
quaich from a keg of most pretentious dimensions, 
which was secreted in a region of darkness and dust, 
of smoke and cobwebs, among the kipples of the 
house. 
down his throat, pronouncing the same to be glori- 
ous. 


His visitor poured the contents of the horn 


Now, Donald, has that big gentleman up there 


with the girds any brothers?” he asked, jocularly. 


“Ah--oh—pe—maybe,” began Macrae, in great 


embarrassment. 


* Now, Donald, just say it out at once," gaid the 


minister; don't be afraid, my good man, that I 
will betray you to that fellow Burns. 
of the creature too well for that. But I just want 
to know if you hav any more barrels like that one. 
You had better not tell a lie about it. 
member what I was preaching last Sabbath about 
Ananias and Saphira ?” 


I like a drop 
Do you re- 


“ Deed ay, sir 
As you said, truth always tells best. 


Her nainsel hae hardly pe-winkit 
Yes, 


* That’s right, Donald, my man; never forget that 
I will call back some of these days 


* Hon-o.ree; heres Burns! here's Burns!" ex- 


claimed Mrs. Macrae, who had been looking out at 
the window. : 


Donald and his visitor glanced out simultaneously, 
He was riding 


“Preserve us all, what will be done now?” ejacu- 


lated the reverend gentleman in great vexation of 
spirit. He will recognize me, and be forced to haul 
me up charged with smuggling and defrauding the 
revenue.” 


* (ome weal, come dool,” said Donald, as he went 


to the door, “ her nainsel will pe telling the truth ;” 
and, as the minister was about to remonstrate 
against this seemingly imprudent mode of carrying 
out his own maxim, the king’s officer came in sight, 
and he had just time to withdraw far ben when— 


„Well, Donald, anything to-day?” shouted the 


clear, bold voice of Burns as he drew up opposit the 
door. 


“Yeg, Mr. Purne,” said Donald naively, there pe 


seeven’ kegs o gran untaen-doun speerit up on the 
joista.” 


“O, you rascal,” said Burns, laughing; “if there 


had been anything there, you would not hav been 
so ready to tell me;" and, again placing his feet in 
the stirrups, from which he had extricated them to 
dismount, he bade Donald good-day, and rode past. 


- Thus was our Bard for once deceived, not by a 


complex and cunning device, but by & remarkable 
manifestation of downright truth and honesty. 


Truth does tell best!" exclaimed poor, simple 


Donald, clapping his hands gleefully as he watched 
Burns riding away till he was out of sight. 


His reverence came out of the corner, dusting his 


breeks and muttering, “Ay, ay, Donald, so truth does 
tell best; but, to acknowledge the God's truth, it 
seemed to me only ten minutes ago that, for once, a 
lie would hav told a good deal better. 
smothered, lying buried in that dark neuk among the 
peate, and holding my very breath for fear of being 
caught. 
drap. 

Ananias and his wife, you would hav been caught as 
clean as a leek. I hav saved you. Let me hava 
good cogful of your strongest. It isclear that truth 
has got so scarce that, when vou speak it, nobody 
believes you. Here's to you, Donald.”—Saladin in 


I was nearly 


I feel queer. Let me hav another wee 
If I had not preached that sermon about 


The Agnostic Journal. 
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Lectures and Meetings. 
Mrs, MARGUERITER Moors, of New York, will lecture in 


Liberal League Hall, Newark, N. J., on Sunday afternoon 


at 3 o'clock, January 25th. Subject; ‘‘ Parnell vs. Glad. 


stone.” 


Sunpay, January 25th, Henry Rowley will lecture before 
the Brooklyn Philosophical Association, on Robert Burns. 
The speech will occur at Fraternity Rooms, Bedford avenue 
and South Second street, E. D., at 3 P. M. 


Pror. Conran Dizur will ask the very pertinent question, 
„Why Don't You Attend to Your Business?“ of the Man- 
hattan Liberal Club, on Friday evening, January 23d, at 8 
o'clock P.M. The club gathers at 220 East 15th street. 
January 30th, Edward King will talk about Thomas Paine. 


. E. Remssure is now on his way East. The following 
is 1151 program for IIlinois and Indiana Highland, III., Jan- 
uary 21st, 22d, 23d; Litchfield, III., 24th, 25th; Strasburg, 
III., 26th; Fairland, III., 27th, 28th, 29th ; Riverton, n. 
30th, 31st; Quincy, III., February 1st; Macomb, Ill., 2d ; 
Ipavia, III., 3d; Yates City, Il., 4th; Marseilles, III., bth; 
Rensellaer, Ind., 6th; Goodland, Ind., "th, 8th; ae 
Wayne, Ind., 9th; Muncie. Ind., 10th; Chesterfield, Ind., 


11th; Indianapolis, Ind., 12th, 
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Communications. 


Gems Culled from Recent Issues of the Re- 
ligious Press. 


The Christian at Work admits the necessity of 
erudition in determining biblical inspiration : 

So far as the higher criticism inquires with candor, im- 
partiality, and clear-eyed judgment into the authorship, the 
date of composition, and the various original sources and 
traditions from which the inspired writers, acting under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, selected the materials of their 
narrativa, it is to be cordially welcomed; for it renders in- 
valuable contributions to sound learning and helps every 
intelligent student to giv a reason for the hope that is in him. 
The books of the Bible can stand any amount of investiga- 
tion, no matter how severe, if only it be fair and just. In- 
fidel researches hav never yet been left in possession of the 
field, but hav in every case, without exception, been more 
than overmatched by the deeper and broader researches of 
Christian critics. f 

That is to say, if John L. Sullivan will allow me to 
bind his arms behind him go that his fearful “right” 
can do me no harm, I hereby challenge him to fight, 
and I am willing to wager considerable that he can 
not “ knock me out.” 

So long as the guidance of the “ Holy Spirit” is 
admitted and writers sre dubbed “inspired,” criti- 
cism is celled “ higher " and a help to “ sound learn- 
ing.” Bat if it goes to the foundation of biblical 
traditions and finda them of the earth earthy, then 
they are classified aa Infidel researches, and hav 
been answered years ago.” 

As man is an integral part of existing matter, it is 
an impossibility for him to be inspired by anything 
except that which may or has come through his vision 
of nature or through living evolvements of eternal 
matter. 

To say that & god or gods exist out of the domain 
of matter and are not subject to its changes, is a con- 
tradietion of the universality of matter and cannot 
find a moment's lodgment in a reflectiv mind. 

The “inspiration " which the church claims for its 
old writers is a supernatural one. The term isa 
contradiction in itself. 

Superior to nature! Not a tangible thread of 
evidence has come down through the centuries of 
recorded history upon which to hang the slightest 
doubt that nature is the Alpha and Omega of 
the boundless universe. 

The “deep and broad researches of Christian 
critics” after truth may be likened to the lazy 
dreamer who builds airy castles, magnificent walks, 
prancing steeds, and all the show and glitter of 
munificent wealth, with but a dime in his posses- 
sion. The wealth is his to get, the truth is theirs 
to learn. ; 


Last week at Omaka, Neb., there was on exhibition a 
picture by Bouguereau, a French artist, valued at $18,000. 
A young man deemed some of the figures immodest and 
threw a chair at it, making two large rents. He claimed 
that Jesus Christ would hav thus acted had he seen the pict- 
ure. However, be found himself in prison as the result of 
his vandal act. But he is not a solitary instance of péo- 
ple who think they act in a Christian way when they violently 
cppoge what they deem wrong. The most violent, vituper- 
ativ defenders of what they consider truth generally excuse 
themselva in the name of Christ. But as he said to his dis- 
ciples, 80 they might be told—'* Ye know not what manner 
of spirit ye are of.” 


This is & caso of misdirected inspirations, and it 
was quite unfortunate for the young man that his 
“yandal act” was not performed within the pre- 
cincts of a religious Christian community, for then 
it would hav protected him from arrest and found 


biblical warrant for his violent opposition to and |. 


destruction of the painting, for Jesus Christ went 
to the extent of ordering the taking of human life 
because some refused to hav him reign over them. 
See Luke xix, 27: But those mine enemies which 
would not that I should reign over them, bring 
hither and slay them before me.” 

- The young man was right in claiming that 
Jesus Ohrist would hav done just as he did, for 
‘certainly if Jesus Christ would murder men for 
objecting to his suthority, he would hav made 
short work of an objectionable picture. 


The Jndependené says of women and the confer- 
enoe: 

What, then, it may be asked, is to be the practical out- 
come of this attempt to open the way for women to sit in 
the general conference? The outcome will be, we think, to 
emphasize the claims of women to seats in the law-making 
body of the church. The more these claims are examined, 
the more just and righteous they will appear. The question 
has not been fairly discussed. A great deal has been done 
to enlist the prejudices of conservativ people against the 
women; but these prejudices will in time disappear. The 
spirit of the church is a spirit of progress, and the present 
defeat will only be a temporary defeat. The question is 
bound to come up again, and when it does come up again 
the sentiment in its favor will be overwhelming. It will be 
carried just as lay representation was carried. That was 
defeated the first time, but adopted the second time. 


As a matter of right, as a matter of policy, such 
recognition of women in church conferences is un- 
doubtedly due, for it is a fact that two-thirds of. the 
actiy members and contributors to church treasuries 
are women. Take the women away and the preachers 
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would be looking for useful employment and might 


eventually produce something of value to the world. 
If the church knows its material interest (and it has 
long been suspected of knowing if too well), it will 
admit the women at once. ) 


Why should not women make laws for both. 


church and state? 

If they did not show better aptitude for it than 
their liege lords hav exhibited, they should be allowed 
the privilege of quickly choosing between electrocu- 
tion and hanging. 


Laws are generally made for the especial benefit of | 


lawyers and the direct robbing of unfortunate clients. 
Their titles are very misleading. ‘An act for the 
relief of John Smith, who was crippled in the dis- 
charge of his duty as a deputy sheriff,” simply means 
that the Jawyer who pushes the claim gets the lion’s 
share of it in fees and expenses. An act to improve 
by grading and paving certain sections of the town is 
s job put up by contractors, legislators, and lawyers 
to rob the people and fill their own purses. This is 
civil law. 

Ecclesiastical laws differ from civil laws in this: 
The African in the civil woodpile and the negro so- 
journing in the ecclesiastical fence for ulterior pur- 
poses are both conspicuously present, but they aim 
for different results. 

The civil Jaw deals with persons and property; 
ecclesiastical law for the most part with beliefa and 
creeds. The first enslaves the body, the second im- 
prisons the mind. 

Now, an ordinary wife in good health, however 
insignificant in physique, can easily work both of 
these restrictions on an unsuspecting husband, and 
before he knows it, he is an ordinary private in the 
rear ranks and his wife the commander-in-chief of all 
the forces in and out of sight. The church can ill 
afford to lose the matchless strategy, the quiet ad- 
vance, the intuitiv knowledge of men and their 
methods, possessed by women, and should open wide 
its legal doors to welcome an ally who has been and 
is the main prop in upholding their fast-decaying 
superstition. 


The Churchman believes in General Booth’s 
scheme haltingly. 

We believe a fair trial will be more instructiv than a thou- 
sand dissertations on the subject, and we hold that £1,000,- 
000 sterling would be a small sum to expend in such an 
experiment. We sincerely hope the money will be forthcom- 
ing, but, as we said some weeks ago, we greatly fear it will 
not. 

This is a colossal scheme to relieve the pressing 
necessities of the multitudes whose ancestors, not 
belonging to the Lord's anointed,” were left land- 
less when royal thieves appropriated the English do- 
main. What but the power of the church and its 
unnerving superstition keeps back the resistless 
force which could be created by the demands of 
organized millions for simple justice? Tho crafty 
molders of publie opinion, the subservient tools of 
despotic bigotry, the press, the bar, the pulpit, hav 
their hands full in keeping down the fearful rumbling 
of & social earthquake which is approaching nearer 
every day. Why in the name of natural justice 
should men—strong-bearded men in the full posses- 
sion of manly strength, eager to work and thousands 
of acres of Jand lying idle and unused—be made 
beggsrs dependent upon the caprice of a debauched 
and effeminate aristocracy? And then to hav it 
doled out to them in the name of Christisnity and 
charity ! 


The Evangelist utters its warnings against excer- 
siv immigration : 

This country will not be submerged and its social, polit- 
ical, and religious institutions destroyed because it has had 
no monitions of danger. It will be because those monitions 
hav been unheeded. There is no reason why the great re- 
public should be made the dumping-ground for the refuse 
of the Old World. 

This a truly Christian sentiment, uttered in loving 
response to the ory for succor that comes from our 
brothers in other lands. Poor, miserable men that 
dare scarce lift their eyes for fear of rebuke from 
their superiors at home, seeking more liberty and a 
better chance for themselvs here in this great repub- 
lic—avaunt! return to your-living death in your 
priest-ridden country. We, too, hav a priesthood, 
and the Zvangelist voices its condemnation of yeu. 
We ere afraid of you; our country is small and you 
will submerge it; you hav base designs on our social, 
political, and religious institutions; they are at pres- 
ent beautifully intertwined ; so closely are they iden- 
tified that hav been taken for triplets. Virtue, good- 
ness, and honesty, are all they are made of; they 
know no guile, they are as pure as the driven snow ; 
and oh! we fear that you hay smut on your hands 
and that you might take up the triplets to examin 
them and soil them with your plebeian hands, and 
that would destroy them and submerge our country. 

Now, do go away like good men, and starve and 
die in your own country. 


The Catholic News does not believe in the New 
England type of doctrinal evolution: 


Ry 24, 


1891. 


A work on the religious changes of New England would 
be a most interesting study. Belief has varied like a weath- 
ercock; nothing has been persistent except arrogant self- 
assertion and an ineradicable hatred of the church of God. 
Change as it may, New England always claims to be exclu- 
sivly and solely right, and expects the rest of the country to 
bow to her dictates. 

The unvarying monotony of repeating the same 
litany and prayers over and over again is well pre- 
sented in the following verse: 

God of the priest! thine anointed flatter, 
Bow, crawl, kneel, in Greek and Latin chatter 
Their servil mouthings, o'er and o'er again. 
Art thou not tired of the dull refrain? 

Any change from the dull stupidity of unchanging 
forms of superstitious worship must be a relief to 
the devotee. Harmless innovations will not be toler- 
ated by the Catholis chureb, which regards as sacred 
all the ancient traditions of its early fathers. Tran- 
subetantiation is still a Oatholic tenet, and a belief: 
in it is a necessary requisit for absolution.. Certainly | 
a more easily proved fraud could hardly be devised 
for placement in a religious creed, and yet we hav 
yet to hear of one Catholic who has had the hardi- 
hood to submit the communion bread (after its 
alleged change into the veritable body of Christ) to 
a chemist for analysis. The priests, however, tell 
tales of the horrible consequences which overtook a 
few impious wretches who took the bread away for 
that purpose, but who were never permitted by God 
to carry out their wicked design. It looks like a 
hopeless task to reach the ressoning faculties of such 
priest-ridden people, and to root out the inborn su- 
perstition fostered by early training that has made 
them pliant tools in the hands of crafty priests. Yet 
it will be done. l 

The falsehood and the mockery of it, revealed by 
the activ interference of the priests in secular affairs 
in Ireland, the unvsiling of the sham pretense of 
solieitude for the people's interests by the expulsion 
of Dr. McGlynn for espousing their cause, these, and 
many other sets of the authorities of the church, hav 
raised some doubts, at least in the minds of some 
Catholics, that the infallibility of the pope is an open 
question. But let the Protestant church remember, 
however much it may inveigh against the Catholic 
ehureh, it is the mother church, end differs but little 
from the Protestant, and while they are condemning 
its ereed let them look into their own, and in both 
find how long historical fictions survive. 

Wu. Auten SITE. 
— 2 —  — P 


A Sarcastic Indian. 


The Chicago Tribune having advised the killing 
of a thousand or so of the ghost-dancing Indians to 
quell the present trouble, one Masse-Hadjo,” an 
Indian of the Quapsw mission, writes that paper as 
follows: ‘‘ You say, if the United States army would 
kill a thousand or so cf the dancing Indians there 
would be no more trouble. I judge by the above 
language you are a Christian and are disposed to do 
all in your power to advance the cause of Ohrist. 
You are doubtless a worshiper of the white man’s gav- 
ior, but are unwilling that the Indians shall hav a mes- 
siah of their own. The Indians hav never taken kindly 
io the Obristian religion as preached and practiced 
by the whites. Do you know why this is the cage? 
Because the good father of all has given us a better 
religion—a religion that is all good and no bad, a 
religion that is adapted to our wants. You say if 


we are good, obey the Ten Oommandments, and 


never sin any more, we may be permitted eventually 
to sit upon a white rock and sing praises to God for- 
evermore and look down upon our heathen fathers, 
mothers, brothers, and sisters who are howling in 
hell It will not do. The code of morals as prac- 
ticed by the white race will not compare with the 
morals of the Indians. We pay no lawyers or preach- 
ers, but we hav not one-tenth part of the crime you 
do. If our messiah does come we shall not try to 
force you into our belief. We will never burn inno- 
cent women at the stake or pull men to pieces with 
horses because they refuse to join in our ghost 
dances. Your white people had a messiah, and if 
your history is to be believed, nearly every nation 
has had one. You had twelve apostles; we hav only 
eleven, and some of those are already in the military 
guard-house. We hav also a Virgin Mary and she is 
in the guard-house. You are anxious to get hold of 
our messiah so you can put him in irons. This you 
may do—in fact you may crucify him as you did the 
other one, but you cannot convert the Indians to the 


Christian religion until you contaminate them with 


the blood of the white man. The white man’s heaven 
is repulsiv to the Indian nature; and if the white 
man’s hel! suits you, why you keep it. I think there 
will be white rogues enough to fillit. Hoping that 
our messiah will come soon and prove all that his 
prophets hav proclaimed him. I remain your most 
obedient.” 
M M i KU 
SiLeNt and amazed even when a little boy, 
I remember I heard the preacher every Sunday put 
God in his statements, 
As contending against some being or influence. 
— Walt Whitman. 
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— Aw Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publications 
noticed here can be had of Taz TRUTH SREKRR 
Company, at the prices named. j 


Mrs. M. A. Freeman has begun the publi. 
cation of a monthly paper called Chicago Lib 
‘eral at 25 cents per year. It is little but 
hopes to grow. E ; 


E. C. Walkers Fair Play has put on the 
magazine form, and will appear monthly 
from 718 Fourth street, Sioux City, Iowa. 
One dollar per year. 


The Freidenker Publishing Co., 470 East 
Water street, Milwaukee, Wis., send us the 
„Amerikanischer Turner-Kalender,” a yearly 
publication selling for 25 cents. Our Ger. 
man readers will all want it, agit is a large 
and good quarter’s worth. 


The Popular Science Monthly for February 
will contain the conclusion of Dr. Andrew D. 
White’s paper from Babel to Comparativ 
Philology,” also that of Professor Huxley’s 
discussion of the Aryan Question and Pre- 
historic Man.” Price, 50 cents. 

The Freethinkers’ Magazine for January is 
enlarged to sixty-four pages.. A fine portrait 
of Moses Harmon constitutes the frontispiece 
‘and there is an editorial sketch of his life. 
Some of the contents are The Ship and the 
Barnacles,” by M. J. Hull; The Church 
and The Sabbath,” by Franklin Steiner; 
“ Betrayed,” a poem by Voltairine de Cleyre. 
and much other valuable matter. Price 20 
cents. 

All that can be known or argued on the 
uestion of the identity of Junius as Thomas 
aine will be found in W. H. Burr's pamphlet, 

„Thomas Paine: Was he Junius?" printed 
by the Freethought Publishing Co., 888 
Howard street, San Francisco, Oal. The title- 
page is adorned with a big picture of Paine, 
copied from the portrait in Independence 
Hall, Philadelphia. Mr. Burr contends that 
Paine was Junius, and that he also wrote the 
Declaration of Independence. The pamphlet 
sells for 10 cents. 


* Was Christ a Buddhist?" is the subject 
of an article in the January Avena, by Dr. 
‘Felix L. Oswald. Another good paper is by 
Hamlin Garland, A New Declaration of 
Rights.” This issue also contains a sympo- 
sium on Helen Gardener’s new book, Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?” the writers in 
which are M. D. Conway, J. R. Buchanan, 
Matilda Joslyn Gage, Elizabeth Cady Btanton, 
Donn Piatt, and Robert C. Adams. With 
the exception of Mr. Piatt, who is a Roman 
Catholic, the opinions are favorable to the 
book. The price of the Arena ig 50 cents per 
number. 


Mr. Benj. R. Tucker, of Boston, has pub- 
lished the first Eoglish translation of Count 
Tolstoi’s latest work, The Fruits of Cult- 
ure." This book, like the Kreutzer So- 
nata,” has never been published in Russia. 
It is, so the advertisment states, a two- 
fold satire on culture“ and Spiritualism. 
The follies of the so-called ‘‘cultured” 
classes are exhibited in a humorous picture 
of their fashions, ‘‘ fads," and mental freaks, 
and the story hinges upon the effect of mod- 
ern Spiritualism on an aristocratic family in 
Russia. It is in dialog form, well translated 
by George Schunam. Price, $1. 


The Twentieth Century Publishing Com- 
pany has reissued Hugo Genone’s “ Inqui- 
rendo Island,” which was first printed by G. 
P. Putnam’s Sons. It is aileged by the au- 
thor to be a satire,“ and deals with religion, 
though not wanting," says Mr. Genone, 
“in a spirit of full reverence for thé essential 
truths of God’s universe.” The writer thinks 
that between the pestilentia] marshes of 
superstition and the cold glaciers of reason 
lies the fertil table-land of common sense,” 
but he fails to show why there is no common 
sense in reason. Mr. Pentecost has not for 
years enjoyed reading a book any more than 
*Inquirendo Island." We envy the ease 
with which Mr. Pentecost is eatertained, for 
the book is not a work of genius. The plan 
upon which it is constructed is old, and the 
working out is not particularly thrilling or 
skilful. Its attack upon religion" is not 
very strong, nor will it greatly tend to ele- 
vate the simple truths of Christianity," for 
historically Christianity has no truths and 
ethically it is pretty much. all wrong. Price 
50 cents in paper covers and $1 iu cloth. 


The Rev. R S. McArthur. of this city, is a 
Baptist, and that sect holds very sensible 
views of the relations of church and state. 
In his Thanksgiving sermon Mr. McArthur 
elaborated some of these views, and by re- 
quest has published the discourse in pam- 
phlet form under the title, ‘‘ Three Essentials 
to National Perpetuity and Power." These 
essentials are: A Free Ballot, A Free School, 
A Free Church. The pamphlet is mainly a 
criticism of the Roman church and an ex- 
posure of its methods and purposes in this 
country. Dr. McArthur regards ignorance 
as the enemy of the free ballot, and would 
disfranchise those who cannot read. The 
free school he sees disabled by the Roman 


church, and that chapter of the pamphlet is] human mind, The passage I hav quoted is | 


with quotations of sentiments inimical to our 


] : Xl 
& fierce excoriation of the Catholic hierarchy, at utter variance with the character of the 


book, the purpose of which is on the same 


schools from various Catholic authorities, line as that of Tus Truta SEEKER. Methods 


from the pope to the little bishops of this | may differ, 


country. The chapter on a free church deals | liberation from the thralldom of ignorance, 
with the Wisconsin trouble over the Bennett bigotry, and superstition. If not asking too: 


law, showing that the Roman church ** made great a favor, 


& determined effort asa church to control the 
state for its own purposes,” and he criticises | 


your publication of the follow- 
ing passages from the preface will show how 
little the work is ‘hampered with a God,’ or 


but the object is the same; the 


the German Lutherans for followirg in the supernatural theories: The religion of the 
same line. Mr. McArthur urges & complete Gods comes from without, asa foreign sys- 
separation of church and state, and says the | tem, to be received by the servil devotee; 
Christians ** hav no right to tax Atheists for the religion of man originates from within, 
the support of Christian churches." This and is a normal growth of humanity. While 
subject is already upon us, and is to be one | all past ages hav been employed in the study 
of the live N for discussion for the next and illustration of the former system, not 
five years." He urges his church to“ meet | until recent times has the latter received 
it in the spirit of an enlightened patriotism, | attention. Those who hav in the past dared 
and in a common love for what is right." | advocate the rights of man hav been merci. 
We sincerely hope his church will heed his lessly crucified. The field is new; broad 
plea, and that all other churches might fol- as the universe; profound as the depths of 
low after. The pamphlet is valuable for the |space; as high as heaven. In its explora- 
facts and quotations given, and coming from tion, the old charts are worthless, the old 
a Christian minister may be useful in winning | guides are blind leaders of the. blind, and 
adherents to the Nine Demands of Liberalism | not a step can be taken until the chains of 
among religious people. The writer is to be | superstition and bigotry are cast aside. Not 
congratulated at least upon his courage in alone the manger-born, but every child is a 
speaking so boldly upon a subject that few | divine child, and the immaculate mother is 
ministers dare to touch for fear of unpleasant repeated in every human mother. The di- 
consequences, for Rome has a long arm and | vine and immortal spirit of man, and its 


strikes hard. The price of the pamphlet is 
10 cents. 


Daniel G. Brinton, A.M., M.D., professor 
of ethnology at the Academy of Natural Sei- 
ences, Philadelphia, and of many other things, 
who is also one of the committee on the Man- 
ual of Morals to be published by the Ameri- 
can Secular Union, has written a book called 
“ Races and Peoples,” which is published by 
N. D. C. Hodges, 47 Lafayette place. The 
volume is composed of lectures delivered at 
the academy last year, since written out, and 
references &dded in footnotes will enable 
the student to pursue his readings on any 


inherent tendency to perfect its powers and 
realize its ideals, is the foundation of the 
new system. Let us endeavor, on entering 
this field, to leave superstition and educa- 
tional bias as worn-out garments by the 
way, and without revengeful anger at the 
spectacle of the innumerable host of martyrs 
to Freethought swinging in gibbet-chains, 
tortured at the stake, or entombed in horrible 
dungeons along its border, direct our steps 
to the highlands of Freethought. The way 
is new ; the obstacles are many ; the reward, 
not the praise of the multitude. It offers no 
atoning sacrifice; no scapegoat for sin. It 
demands an upright, manly, self-reliant life, 


point in ethnography in which he may be 
interested. That Dr. Brinton is devoted to 
pure science, allowing no sentiment to bias 
him in dealing with the subject under con- 
sideration, may be seen from this statement 
in the second chapter, on The Beginnings 
and Subdivisions of Races.” He says to his 
pupils: In the rapid survey contained in 


the previous lectures you hav seen in how |. 


many points the races differ. No wonder 
that the question has often been seriously 
mooted by scientific men, Could they all hav 
been derived from one common ancestral 
stock? This is the old debate about ‘the 
unity of the human race,’ still surviving 
under the more learned terms of monogenism 
or polygenism. 

„As to that other question, whether man 
came into being as such by a gradual devel. 
opment, evolution, or transformation from 
some lower mammal, this may be regarded 
a8 the only hypothesis now known to science, 
&nd must, therefore, be accepted, at least 
provisionally, until some better i8 proposed. 
It is the only theory consistent with man's 
place in the zoólogical world, and is borne 
out by numerous anatomical analogies, which 
hav been referred to in my first lecture. 

In fact, we dre driven to it by necessity. 
No other origin of species than by transforma- 
tion of earlier forms has been suggested, even 
by those who reject it. I do not speak of 
specific creation, for that supposition does 
not belong to science, but to an obscurant 
mysticism, which is the negativ of all true 
knowledge.“ 

The book is designed and used as a text- 
book for colleges, and with professors -im- 
parting such instruction at one end of the col- 
leges, it matters little what the chaplains say 
at the chapel end. Races and Peoples” 
covers a great deal of ground, is written 
clearly and unambiguously, and though its 
author differs with Herbert Spencer and Sir 
John Lubbock in some things—especially as 
to the universality of the religious feeling—it 


is a volume that every studious Freethinker | 


will desire to possess. It is full of informa- 


tion. Price, $1.75: 

Of our recent review of his work, The 
Religion of Man and the Ethics of Science,” 
Hudson Tuttle writes: It is not usual for 
an author to reply to a review. His book is 
placed before the public free for all to praise 
or condemn. The audience to which Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER appeals is one in which I feel | 
more than passing interest, and desire to be 
rightly represented to. It is true that it is | 
largely composed of the Materialistic element, | 
and for that very reason should be fair and 
unprejudiced. If a reviewer has any obliga- 
tions either to the author or his readers, it is 
not to misrepresent the premises of the au- 
thor. Ido not suppose for a moment that 
Tus TRUTH SEEKER critic knowingly mis- 
represents the positions taken by the ‘ Re- 
ligion of Man,’ yet he is wide of truth and 
accuracy when he says: ‘This may not be 
he author's fault, for anyone hampered with 
a God to reconcile with actual things, and a 
varied assortment of supernatural theories 
like reincarnation, must of necessity depart 
from strict scientific methods, and assume a 
good deal that he can hav no hope of proving.’ 
Had the critic read the book as carefully as 


complete in the harmonious activity of all 
faculties and endowments. To assist and 
encourage those who are weary of the theo- 
logical views of nature and man, and are 
restless under the light of knowledge, is the 
object of the following pages 


oO 
Tolerance. 


He is not great whose work or word, 
By fiery indignation stirred, 

Would judge all evil hearts that liv 
With no relenting palliativ. 


Nor he that by too neat a skill 
Would axiomate the human will, 
And bid our fettered minds declare . 
Responsibility a snare. 


Nor he that seems, for those who list, 
An icy intellectualist, 

Cramping morality’s wide span 

In bounds utilitarian. 


Nor he that mercy’s form would dress 
In tinseled robes of mawkishness, 
And giv to crimes of worst intent 
His facil tears for nutriment. 


Nor he (nay, least of those alive !) 
Who speaks of sin’s eternal gyve, 
And deems that by some dark decree 
Man is what man must ever be! 


But he is great who fronts all shame, 
And dares to name it by its name, 

Yet feels his breast burn warm for those 
Hard-struggling in temptation’s throes ! 


Who rates at full a dreary worth 
The bitter despotisms of birth, 
Where tyrant ignorance controls 
Her loyal tens or thousand souls! 


Who sees how vice her venom wreaks 

On the frail babe before it speaks, 

And how heredity enslaves 

Like ghostly hands that reach from graves! 


Who well has pored on life, and thence 
Deduced sublime experience ; 

Who pities error since he must, 
Though still his pity leaves him just! 


Whom random ire, whom sudden ruth, 
Can turn not from the vital truth, 

Nor once retard, nor once advance 

His calm and regal tolerance! 


Ah, such as he should walk afar 
With Plato in some purer star, 


In some new deathless academe! 
dar Fawcett in Youth's Companion. 
OO 
: Nirvana. 
Winds and wild waves in headlong huge 
commotion 
Scud, dark with tempest, o'er the Atlantic’s 
breast; 


While underneath, few fathoms deep in ocean, 
Lie peace and rest. 


Storms in mid-air, the rack before them 
sweeping, 

Hurry and hiss, like furies hate-possessed ; 

While, over all, white cloudlets pure are 


the ‘Scientific Method’ demands, he would 
hav seen that a whole section is devoted to 


sleeping, 
In peace, in rest. 


disproving reincarnation, and as for God, the | Heart, oh, wild heart! why in the storm- 


first chapter give the progressiv rise and fall 
of the gods, until nothing remains but the 
unknown realm beyond the expression of 


world raging 
Flit'st thou thus, midway, passion’s slave 
and jest, 


force through and by matter, which by its in- | When, all so near, above, below, unchanging, 


finity is beyond the comprehension of the 


Nirvana is, and rest? 
— Buddhist Ray. 


And mark the grand Greek muse and dream 


Odds and Ends. 


Ex-PouNDER: “ What is the moral of the 
story.of Lot's wife?” Little Willie: Please, 
sir, it teaches that we hadn't better be too 
fresh.”— Once a Week. 


BABIES, they tell us, come from heaven, 
and in heaven we are also told that there is 
no marryiog nor giving in marriage. It's 
aw muddle,” as Stephen Blackpool would 
say. 


* How did you come to marry John?" 
'* Well, he bothered me so that finally I told 
him I'd take him on trial.” But you've 
lived with him ever since?“ '' Yes; but he 
hasn't ceased to be a trial yet.” 


Mamma: If you are so naughty, Dorothy, 
no one wil love you.” Dorothy: Yes, 
mamma; I know some one who will love 
me, and the badder I am the more he loves 
me.“ Mamma: Why, Dorothy, whom do 
you mean?" Dorothy: The devil.” 


" Unors Jaox,” said Robbie, as he critic- 
ally examined & rabbit hig uncle had just 
given him, didn't you say the Lord made 
rabbits?” Guess I did, Robbie," was the 
reply. Well, don't you think,” reflectivly 
added the boy, ‘‘ that when he got as far as 
the tail he sorter tired of his job ?" 


TRR parson's tones were full and deep, 

And soon his hearers were asleep; 

Eech head was nodding on each breast 

In gentle, peaceful Sunday rest, 

And noticing each nodding head, 

The poor, nearsighted parson said, 
m very glad that you agree 

In everything so well with me.” 


Unore CHARLES: ' And are you going to 
buv me something for my birtbday?” Millie: 
“ Yeth thir, I gueth tho." Uncle Charles: 
“ Please, may [know ?” Mille: Yeth thir. 
Im going to buy my dear Uncle. Charles a 
mithionary.” Uncle Charles: A miasion- 
ary! Tm no cannibal.” Millie: '*No. But 
grandma thays you're a puffect heathes.”— 
Pittsburg Chronicle. 


Kme of the Cannibal islands (to his type- 
writer): ‘‘My dear, just take this note for 
the Board of Missions, in New York.” Type- 
writer: “I am ready, O noble Tumtum.” 
King: Gentlemen: The last lot of mission. 
aries you sent me were old and tough and 
stringy. If you cannot do better—got that? 
—if you cannot do better I sball hav to make 
a change. and—get—my—missionarics—elec- 
where. Yours truly, Tumtum, Rex."—. Life. 


“I THINK,” said the cannibal jester to the 
three epicures who had assisted him in con. 
suming a reverend tourist, I think we 
should put the deceased down on our minute- 
book as Ruling Passion“ He was so strong 
in death, you know.” ‘Strong in death?" 
inquiringly remarked King Fo Fum, picking 
his teeth with a splinter of bone. Yes,” 
returned the jester, complacently patting his 
paunch. ‘ Hasn’t it taken four of us to hold 
him ?” 


Ong Sunday, during high mass at twelve, 
in the chapel of the little village of Glengar- 
iff, three ladies of the Protestant faith were 
obliged to take shelter from one of those 
heavy summer showers which so frequently 
occur in the south of Ireland. The cfficiat- 
ing priest, knowing who they were, and 
wishing to appear respectful to them, stooped 
down to his attendant, or clerk, who was on 
his knees, and whispered to him: Three 
chairs for the Protestant ladies.” The clerk, 
being an ignorant man, mistook the words, 
stood up and shouted to the congregation : 
“Three cheers for the Protestant ladies!" 
which the congregation immediately took up, 
and gave three hearty cheers, while the 
clergyman actually stood dumfounded. 


A MISSIONARY POEM. 


There were some little Zulus once 
Who hadn’t any clothes, 

Who hadn’t any stockings warm 
To hide their little. toes. 


And in a distant country a 
Society for good, 

Decided that the heathen should 
Hav raiment and hav food. 


So they sent a pious preacher 

Out to the Zulu wild, 

To teach to them the word of God 
As to a little child. 


Bo he got his books together, 
And on a sultry day 

- He started to the country of 
The Zulus, far away. 


And when the preacher landed there 

The Zulus danced around, 

They took from him his clothes and books 
And flung him to the ground. 


They built of wood a roaring fire, 
They placed him in a pot, 

In vain he preached the word of God, 
Those Zulus heeded not. 


And the men who sent him out from hom 

Think he’s doing heathen good, 

And thore Zulus hav received him and 

Are filled with Christian food. 
—Savannah Ne wa. 
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In renewing your subscription to The Truth Seeker 
inclose 25 cents and the Annual. will be forwarded as 
soon as issued. 


A dkRAT many complaints hav reached us lately of delay 
and non-delivery of Taz Terura Szxxun to subscribers. With 
the exception of the two holiday weeks the paper was depos- 
ited in the post-office each Wednesday, and the fault lies 
with the post-office department. By Thursday morning 
every paper should be on its way to its owner, and should 
reach a very large portion of the country by Saturday night. 
The New York post-office suffers from inadequate facilities, 
but there ig no reason why thirty-eight hours should be re- 
quired to reach Brooklyn—a mile; three days to reach 
Philadelphia—ninety miles; and four days to reach Newark 
—fifteen miles, as has sometimes been the case. If Mr. 
Wanamaker will allow his censorship of the mails to lapse 
into innocuous desuetude and attend to the business part of 
his duties, his administration of the postal department would 
find greater favor in the eyes of those who pay him, his em- 
ployers, the people. 


— . —— ——- 
The Breckinridge Sunday Rest Bill. 


Hearty thanks are due to those of our readers 
who hav complied with our request to write to their 
members of Congress protesting against the enact- 
ment of the Breckinridge Sunday Rest bill. The 
letters hav been of great service to the cause of lib- 
erty. More ought to hav written, and we hope will 
write, though we can now say on the authority of a 
Congressman whose letter is herewith printed that 
the bill is practically killed so far as this Congress is 
concerned. But we want the Liberals fo get into 
the habit of taking an activ part in our politics when 
Liberalism is affected. They are sufficiently nu- 
merous, by well-directed effort, to hav much influ- 
ence on subjects where personal interests are not con- 
cerned, and the more prominent a Liberal is in his 
own community the greater will be his influence on. 
his representativ, either state or national. If only 
the thousands of Tux Trurn Sxzrxr& readers wrote 
letters it would make our statesmen open their eyes, 
and if the readers of the other Freethought journals 
join in those statesmen will wonder what has hap- 
pened. 

Here is the Congressman’s letter alluded to. It is 
from Wm. T. Ellis, of the Second district of Ken- 
lucky, written to Dr. O. H. Drayne, one of his con- 
stituents at Sebree: 


** House or REPRESENTATIV8 U. S., Wasuineron, D. C., 
Jan. 7, 1891. 
** Dg. C. H. DRATNE, Bebree, Ky., My Dear Sir: In answer 
to your favor of the ist inst., I can assure you quite positivly 


| that you need suffer no. uneasiness whatever in regard to tlie 
That bill is before my committee, and 


Sunday Rest bill. 
before the sub. committee of which I am a member, and 
months ago I caused it to be pigeon-holed, where it will 
safely remain, I think, as long as I am a member of that 
committee. I believe with you that the legislation is unwise, 
undemocratic, and un-American, and I would oppose it to 
the bitter end should it ever get out of the committee and 
into the House, which I hav no idea it will. 

**Tagree with you that Congress had as well leave the com- 
mittee who hav charge of the World’s Fair and the people 
generally to determin the day on which it should be opened. 
Congress has nothing to do with it, and I do not believe will 
hav. Your truly, W. T. Ern." 


This agrees with the views of Representativ Wil- 
son of West Virginia, as expressed to Mr. Louis 


Wolfes, of Martinsburg, but Mr. Ellis speaks with 


more authority, as being in a position to enforce his 
views. We congratulate Mr. Ellis upon the good 
news he is able to send, and also upon the manliness 
of his position and the frankness with which he pro- 
claims it to the world. 

— — —— — 


The Exhibitors at the World's Fair. 

According to a Western journal, there is another 
force making for righteousness in the matter of 
opening the World’s Fair on Sundays. The Ameri- 
can Association of Exhibitors was organized during 
a recent exposition in Boston, and its membership in- 
eludes manufacturers of nearly every commodity to 
be placed on exhibition in Chicago, and one of their 
objects is to control the Chicago Exposition. Re- 
cently the president of the Association, Benjamin L. 
Allen, of Boston, has been traveling over the country, 
adding new members to the Association, and getting 
them to adopt iron-clad rules which will govern the 
Fair. 

Regarding Sunday opening of the Chicago Fair one 
of the activ members of the Association in Philadel- 
phia said toa reporter: “Just think what our or- 
ganization means. In Chicago we will number nearly 
four thousand of the exhibitors, banded together with 
iron-clad regulations. Now, suppose the directors 
and President Palmer, and the rest of them, say the 
Fair shan’t be open on Sunday. Well, in case we 
think differently, we will order the doors open every 
day in the week. If General Palmer and his men re- 
fuse, up go our thousands of exhibits into boxes, and 
back they go to our factories and warerooms. If we 
disagree with the directors about the price of admis- 
sion, or anything else, in fact, we win or close up the 
Fair by removing our exhibits. The exhibits make 
the Fair. Take away our exhibits, and who will 
come to Chicago just tolook at General Palmer and 
his friends ?” 

With the exhibitors, the people of Chicago, the rail- 
roads, and the public sentiment of the country against 
them, the Sabbatarians are going to hav pretty hard 
work closing the gates of that Fair on Sundays. 

— — . ſ[— 
The Literature Fund. 

When the Kentuckians were preparing a new con- 
stitution to be submitted to the people of their state 
in place of the old, Mr. S. P. Herron and TAN Truru 
SEEKER took considerable interest in the proceedings 
so far as the proposed Amendments related to taxa- 
tion and Sunday laws. Mr. Herron sent us the 
names of as many of the delegates as he could gather, 
and we sent them what literature and arguments we 
hav in favor of impartial taxation, and no religious 
Sunday laws. The pamphlets were not wasted, for 
one of the amendments proposed to the taxation 
clause included the churches on the tax-list.. The 
three biggest men in the convention—Governor 
Buckner, ex-Governor Knott, and Judge Hines— 
favored the amendment, and thus the question was 
brought prominently before the people. Its final 
fate we hav been unable to learn; but we are satis- 
fied, at this period, to hav got it even discussed. 
And it only cost the Liberals of the country $13.94; 
for Tur Turn Seere furnished the documents at 
cost and did the work for nothing. 

Now the Liberals of Texas are besieging their 
legislature for a repeal of the Sunday laws, and our 
Literature Fund enables us to lend them a helping 
hand. We hav obtained a list of the Texas states- 
men, and every one of them will be presented with a 
copy of Remsburg’s “ Sabbath Breaking,” to enable 
him to vote upon the question intelligently. We 
trust they will read it carefully—the pious ones 
prayerfully. If they do this they can come to but 
one conclusion: that Sunday laws hav no “ divine” 
authority; that religious laws are unconstitutional 


and un-American ; that those laws stand to-day on 
the statute books only as relics from a bigoted past ; 
and that they are maintained by a few interested in- 
dividuals by means of religious prejudice. 

The cost to the Literature Fund of this missionary 
work is $17.89; and it leaves us $3597 to do the 
same thing over again when a useful opportunity 
occurs. Drop a dollar into this Fund when you hav 
it to spare, and thus help enlighten our Jawmakers. 
The usefulness of the Fund is not limited. By it 
last year the Liberals exercised an influence in form- 
ing the organic laws of all the new states in the 
Northwest, and Kentucky, and we can reach the 
lawmakers of Texas as easily as we could our own 
legislature at Albany. 


— — ern 
“In Order to Reform” the Jury System. 


A political journal of this city which seems to hate 
reform of all sorts talks sarcastically of the effort 
made last year by some people who do believe in re- 
form to so amend the system of collecting juries that 
more efficient service would be secured. It is 
charged that responsible men will not attend court, 
preferring to be fined, as the fines are in nearly all 
cases remitted upon presenting excuses, or if not re- 
mitted are never collected. Accordingly, the legis- 
lature of 1889, at the demand of the reformers, and 
upon the report of a special committee of the senate, 
appointed for the purpose, so amended the Code of 
Civil Procedure that the corporation counsel shall 
every three months furnish a detailed list to the 
mayor of the number of fines collected from those 
who failed to do jury duty, together with the reason 
why any fine previously imposed upon a delinquent 
should be remitted. The report for the last three 
months shows : 


Fines imposed on delinquents . . . $63,150 
Fines remitted by judges.......... E O— . . 60, 880 
Fines not remitted EI . .. 2,270 
Fines actually collected . . . None 


And the journal which dislikes reform exultingly 
says: In order to reform it is quite necessary to 
know what you are about.” 

With this remark we agree wholly. But we do 
not agree with the explanation of the jury difficulty 
by the same authority, which explanation is this: 
“Such is the activ business life of New York, so nu- 
merous are the demands upon the time and thought 
of its more energetic and industrious men, so earnest 
and intense is the competition in all branches of 
trade, and so many are the cares and concerns of the 
public-spirited, that it is extremely difficult to secure 
efficient jurors.” It is true that business men dis- 
like a jury call, and will go to almost extreme lengths 
to avoid performing the duty. Special exemptions 
for some professions are obtained by law, such as 
editors and reporters of daily papers, doctors, minis- 
ters, lawyers, firemen, election inspectors, and so on. 
In this way the list of eligible men is greatly reduced, 
and those called offer various excuses to the judges, 
and when these are not successful, “stand in” with 
the clerks of the courts. 

But this unwillingness to serve does not spring 
entirely from lack of time. It proceeds in at least 
one-half the cases from a dislike of the methods 
of the courts, natural indignation at the lack of 
courtesy with which jurors are treated, a distaste 
for the superstitious mummery of oath-taking on a 
greasy Bible, administered by bulldozing clerks, 
and the utter inadequacy of the remuneration in all 
of the courts in the city but one. 

The present custom of obtaining a jury is very 
old, and was very good in ancient days when neigh- 
bors met at the call of the court ready to do their 
duty to the community, and the judges and officers 
of the court considered them entitled to equal con- 
sideration with themselvs. The system is still good 
for sparsely settled districts. But for this city it 
is not good. A hundred men are ordered to attend 
as a panel for a Part of the Supreme Oourt, for 
instance. Sixty per cent of them are on hand, and 
when court opens find themselvs ranged round a 
room like a lot of travelers in a waiting-room. The 
clerk calls their names, to which they answer; he 
puts them into line as a drover punches cattle 
through a steamer’s gangway, and with about the 
same courtesy, and after they hav kissed a dirty 
Bible or called down heaven’s vengeance upon per- 
jurers by uplifted hand, or by persistent maintenance 
of their rights taken the affirmation without any re- 
ligious twaddle, they get before the judge, who listens 
to their excuses. Being ordered to remain, they 
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again take seats around the room and wait for fur- 

ther orders. A dozen go in the jury.box. The re- 

mainder sit still, waiting, perhaps two hours, per- 

haps all day, when they can go home, to return the 

next morning to again wait the orders of the court. 
This program is repeated with no variation for two 
weeks. 

It is tiresome and disagreeable, and it is made un- 
necessarily so by the incivility of the attendants, who, 
* elothed in a little brief authority,” treat the jurors 
as they would trest a drove of cattle, order them 
around, thrust a dirty book ai them, and finally, if 
they are the arbitrators of a case, pen them up in a 
small, filthy room there to remain until the eleven 
men made obstinate by their treatment shall hav 
been convinced by the one who is always right. For 
their services they receive the magnificent sum of 
one dollar per case decided by them— case which 
they may hav considered for two or three days! It 
ia not at all surprising that they resort to all sorts of 
means to escape such treatment. The judges of the 
courts are usually gentlemen, but they pay little at- 
tention to the panel; the clerks of the courts some- 
times answer jurors’ questions courteously; the at- 
tendants are, in this city at least, almost without 
exception, men without one gentlemanly instinct. 
They sre the ward heelers, the political workers for 
district bosses, and their positions ara their rewards. 
They are generally Irishmen, Roman Oatholics, serv- 
ants of Tammany Hall and Archbishop Oorrigan. 

What is needed to reform the jury system is to re- 
form the courts, beginning in some instances with 
the judges, and certainly extending the reform to all 
the subordinates. Ireland, run by Rome, ought to 
be kicked out of New York’s government. Ninety 
per cent of the office-holders are Roman Catholics, 
dirty, ignorant, bigoted, with no conception of the 
people's rights, tyrannical in spirit, domineering in 
manner, and stupid in the performance of their 
duties. That is what New York has obtained in 
handing over the municipal government to the polit- 
ical wing of the Roman hierarchy. 

“In order to reform it is quite necessary to know 
what you are about;” and this observation applies 
to the Sun quite as patly as to those well-meaning 
persons whom that journal sneers at as “ professional 
reformers.” The Sun is largely responsible for 
turning New York over to Tammany Hall to be 
plundered for the benefit of its ward heelers. 

D — . —— 


Only Another Instance. 


That what we hav said in the foregoing of the in- 
fluence of Romanism in our city’s government is 
true is very timely evidenced by the necessary action 
of one of our polica captains. Months ago we told 
how the Oatholie “Sisters” of various orders be- 
sieged our city hall on the pay-days of the Irish 
Catholic clerical force, and now it comes out that so 
objectionable hav their visits become to a police sta- 
tion on such occasions that the captain has been 
forced to exclude them. This is the more peculiar 
as Tammany Hall has for a long time had a virtual 
monopoly of the appointment of policemen, with the 
natural result that nearly all the officers are Irish 
Roman Oatholics. . 

The precinct in which the trouble occurred is the 
twentieth, with the station-house in West 37th 
street. Located in the precinct is the Asylum of 
St. Vincent de Paul, in charge of the Sisters of 
Mary, under the immediate supervision of Priest 
Septier. For several years, on each monthly pay- 
day, a sister has visited the station with a regularity 
and persistency acquired only by long drilling as a 
human automaton. In this way several hundred 
dollars 4 year hav been gathered from the officers 

. Btationed there. Recently Captain Cross succeeded 
Osptain Murphy in command of the precinot, and 
one of the first things he did was to order the cus- 
tom discontinued, an order which the sisters dislike. 
To a reporter, when questioned, Captain Cross gave 
his reasons. “A conscientious sense of my duty,” 
he said, alone prompted me to deny the Sister's re- 
quest. I do not consider that these visits are just 
the proper thing. It is not a universal custom 
throughout the police department. I hav only 
served in one precinct before I came here where the 
custom was permitted. My experience as a rounds- 
man and sergeant has taught me that the great ma- 
jority of policemen are opposed to having these 
Sisters visit the station-houses on pay-days. The 
policemen's pay is not too large. Most of them hav 


need for every cent which they receive. This looks 
to them like coerciy charity. For this reason, as a 
captain true to the interests of the men under my 
command, I do not think I hav any right to allow 
the presence of the Sisters on these occasions. 
What the policemen do with their money after they 
leave the station-house is no concern of mine. If 
they wish they can giv the Sister their entire month’s 
pay and I will find no fault.” 

To the same reporter the Sisters were typically 
meek and Jesuitical, for the very good reason, we 
suppose, that they expect to hav Captain Oross's 
order overruled when the top-sawyers of the Roman 
church bring their **inflooence" to bear on the high 
police officials of Mulberry street. The Sister in 
charge said: “We hav been going to the station- 
house for years. No captain, until Captain Cross 
took command, ever objected to our presence. Cap- 
tain Cross is a good man, but he is opposed to our 
visits. We respect his honesty, and believe that his 
sense of duty only prompts his action in the matter. 
We want the World to say nothing but kindly 
words about Osptain Cross. We will pray for him 
and will hope that in a little while he will see his 
way clear to rescinding his order. Some of our 
friends hav seen Osptain Oross, and we hav some 
hopes that the good man will not long deprive us of 
the privilege of visiting the siation-house on pay- 
day. We know we hav the sympathy of most of the 
policemen, because they hav come here and assured 
us that they regret the captain’s order.” 

The Roman Ostholic church has elevated the avo- 
cations of legal thieving and religious begging up 
to high art. If the pope ever moves over here what 
a joyous time he will hav! He will find his man- 


sions all prepared for him. 
—— — — 


J. P. Mendum, 

A long career of usefulness and devotion to liberty 
of thought and lifa has clossd with the death of 
Josiah Paine Mendum, the publisher of the Investi- 
gator. 

Mr. Mendum was a careful, frugal, painstaking 
man; thoroughly devoted to his splendid cause, and 
untiring in caring for his paper. He was not au 
orator nor writer; speaking and writing he left to 
Horace Seaver to do; but to the no less necessary 
part of the work, the practical side, he was as de. 
voted as was Mr. Seaver to the public part, and per- 
formed it no less capably. By his good judgment 
and frugality the Investigator was solidly established 
and Mr. Mendum himself became possessed of a 
comfortable compatence which his talented son will 
undoubtedly husband and increase. my 

Mr. Mendum lived longer than most men can, and 
his death became his life. His brain outlived his 
body, and he was as clear mentally two hours before 
the last as ever. He passed away easily, with his 
affairs in order, and fearing nothing. Few men hav 
prepared for the long journey so tranquilly as the 
oldest Fresthought publisher in the United States. 

It is a cause of congratulation that his son can fill 
his place in the counting-room of the Znvestigator, 
and that in the editorial chair of Horace Seaver sits 
a man so able end so devoted to Liberalism as L. K. 
Washburn. The paper will not cease to be an influ- 
ence for good, nor to delight its thousands of friends 
each week as it has done for over fifty years. To 
Mr. Mendum's family we (ff r sympathy, and to 
those who are to continue his work the assurance of 
good will and cordial appreciation. 

Elsewhere in this issue of Tux TRUTEH Szexer will 
be fonnd an account of the funeral, quiet and unos- 
tentatious as was Mr. Mendum’s life, and a brief 
sketch of his life work and personal history. 

— ee, 
The Bible and Protestantism in Peru. 


The manner in which the Catholic church controls 


countries so unfortunate as to be peopled by its 


members is again made plain by a recent incident in 
Peru. We are not particularly in favor of widely 
distributing the obscene book known as the Bible, 
but so long as the Romish church permits the Douay 
version of it to occasionally find its way to the lay- 
man we do not see why the King James translation 
should be prohibited. This, however, is not permit- 
ted in Peru, neither is the Protestant sect allowed 
to do missionary work ainong the benighted citizens 
of that republic. 

An Italian, Penzotti by name, the agent of some 
Bible society in this city, went to Peru several 


months ago and applied to the legation of the United 
States for information as to the possibility of selling 
or disposing of Protestant Bibles in Peru and of 
making arguments in favor of that creed. Ths 
American minister, after consulting with the govern- 
ment of Peru, replied to Penzotti that Peru, although 
a republic, held the Catholic religion as paramount, 
and would nob nor could not by its constitution 
allow public worship by any other. . Foreigners 
residing in Peru who are not Catholics are allowed 
to hav their places of worship, but retired from the 
street, without bells or any manifestation of publio- 
ity, and Penzobti was informed tht a legal objastion . 
was entertained against his disposing of Protestant 
Bibles among the psople and to his advocating pub- 
liely the principles of that faith. Nevertheless he 
proceeded to commit these two forbidden sots, 
and in consequence has been in prison since July 
last. At the request of the A moriean society he rep- 
resents the United States legation here was ordered 
by the department of state to inquire into the matter 
and if possible use its good offises. The minister 
of foreign affaira replied to such a request that if 
Penzotti would giv a bond to leave the country by 
the first steamer and not to return his liberty would 
ba granted. His friends could not or would not 
giv the security required and he is still in dursnce. 

Whenever the Roman Catholic church has had 
control of a country there has been no liberty of 
thought within its borders. In this she seems to be 
the one thing which is the same yesterday, to-day, 
and forever, and those countries wherein she is gain- 
ing ground should govern themselvs accordingly. 

eo 
Editorial Notes. 


Tue cable brought news last Saturday that Charles Brad- 
laugh is again seriously ill. Mr. Bradlaugh has not had very 
vigorous health since his sickness of last year, but has 
reported himself in the National Reformer as steadily gain: 
ing. The present relapse is probably due to overwork. 


Tar Independent appears to be growing backward. This 
sentence would seem familiar if found in a Roman Catholic 
journal, substituting the word church for Bible: ‘‘ Liberty 
of thought in the church does not mean liberty to deny the 
doctrin of the Bible with impunity, and without correctiv 
disciplin. It is always in order to contend earnestly for 
the faith which was once delivered unto the saints? Human 
speculations destructiv of that faith are simply heresies that 
contradict the word of God. Away with them!” And then 
burn the heretics, does our contemporary mean ? 

a 

A WELOOMZ relief has come to the country in the resolve 
of the New Hampshire Republicans to allow Henry W. 
Blair to stay at home instead of representing them in the 
United States Senate. Dr. J. H. Gallinger has been chosen 
in his place by/the Republican caucus for the term begin- 
ning next March, and whether the Republicans elect their 
man or not—which they will—Blair is out of the way. It is 
said on good authority that Blair's fanaticism for religious 
legislation is one of the chief causes of the loss of his grip 
on the New Hampshire Republicans. If so, it is a righteous 


retribution. 


Tsx- citizens of this town are burning with indignation 
over the dirty condition of our streets, but it never seems to 
occurto them to send & petition to Mr. Pecci, professional 
pope, at Rome. He is the fellow to blame. He runs 
Archbishop Corrigan; that’s sure. Archbishop Corrigan 
runs the Tammany Hall politicians; that’s also sure. The 
Tammany Hall politicians run the street-cleaning depart- 
ment; that is likewise sure. And the streets are not clean ; 
that’s indisputable. A petition to Rome, as aforesaid, might 
hav a good effect, and we trust the people of New York will 
consider the propriety of sending it. 


Bisuor FazPPEL, at a reception which he gave on the first 
day of this year to the clergy of the diocese of Anger3, made 
an address to his guests in which he declared that the cam- 
paign of irreligious Frenchmen against the church, although 
now less glaringly conducted, was still continued. The form 
of the government, he said, had nothing to do with the mat- 
ter. He was of the conviction that Catholics must organize, 
not as a party, but under the direction of their bishops, and 
** wrest from Freemasons and Freethinkers the rights and 
liberties of which they hav been deprived.” It occurs to us 
that France has in the past had quite enough of Catholic 
rule, and that she will do well to continue the irreligious 
Freemasons and Freethinkers in power. 

— — :————— ——— 
Liberty in Literature. 

We hav.ready the Testimonial to Walt Whitman by 
Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll, a magnificently got-up pam- 
phlet of nearly eighty pages, with portrait of Walt Whitman 
and the author. It is printed on extra heavy calendered 
paper, in large type, with beautiful paper cover. The text 
has been revised by Colonel Ingersoll, and the extracts from 
Whitman’s poems by the poet himself. It is the only au- 
thorized and authentic print of the Testimonial. Price, 25 
cents. 
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Letters from dfriends. 


FonzsTviLLE, N. Y., Dec. 29, 1890. 
Mz. Eprrox: Findinclosed $5 for THE TRUTH SEEKER and 
the picture book. Iam getting old and cannot work much, 
but I can look at the pictures and amuse myself. I shall 
always take your paper as long as I can see to read. I am 
almost eighty now, and see to read and write without 
glasses. A happy New Year to Editor Eugene and mother, 

and all friends of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
Mas. J. W. BENNETT. 


VINELAND, N. J., Dec. 23, 1890. 
Mz. Eprroz: I inclose $6, for which please continue TRR 
TRUTH SEEKER and send me a copy of The Godly Women 
of the Bible," by An Ungodly Woman of the Nineteenth 
Century, and a copy of Voltaire's ** Pocket Theology," and 
a TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1891. I hav taken Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER from its first number, and now in my eighty-first 

year like it as well as ever. J. S. SHEPARD. 


Penes, Wis., Jan. 1, 1891. 
Mr. Eprroz : Inclosed find twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL 
for1891. I hav been & subscriber to the noble D. M. Ben- 
nett's paper from the start, and it seems we cannot get along 
without it. Keep hewirg away at that old tower Babel! 
No fable! Keep Peck peckingit tothem! Light is looming 
up in the far. away distance. Happy New Year to all the 
truth seekers.in the world. But the happiest, everlasting, 
self-sharpening New Year to Taz TRUTH BEEKER staff, from 

Heston and S. H. Wixon down to the TRUTE SEEKER devil. 

Yours, Dan Broser. 


GRANTFORE, ILL., Dec. 16, x M. 290. 
Mr. EprroR: I must say the outlook for our cause is be- 
coming brighter and brighter. Humanity is evolving in our 
favor faster and faster. I can see the time in the future 
when Christianity and churchianity will melt away like a 
chunk of ice in a hot summer day. The straws are all point- 
ing that way, and the ball is rolling faster and faster. There 
ig no check to it. People are beginning to think for them- 
Belv8, and education is clearing the wool off their eyes. But 
we must at all hazards maintain our free school and keep 

the Bible and prayers out of it. ANTON J. KRAFT. 


. LiBERAL, Mo., Jan. 8, 1891. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find check for $3 for the ship 
of state another year. May the grand old ship sail until the 
bray of the ecclesiastic is heard no more in the land, and 
free thought, free press, free speech, perfect humanity and 
justice, will reign supreme. "Then and not until then will 
the swords be beat into pruning-hooks and the spears into 
plowshares, and war be known no more. I wonder if the 
Christians would like to send a few more brainless preachers 

to Dakota to teach the Sioux that his redeemer cometh. 
P. J. UMBRITE. 


Drs Morxxs, II., Jan. 6, 1891. 
Mr. Eprron: With my prospects of a lecture course in 
the town where I am, I feel justified in sending Wm. Hart, 
of Kirksville, Mo., $1 for two of his books. "This gentleman 
is a thoroughgoing Liberal The sad e ffliction which has 
overtaken him will call forth the aid of liberal-minded peo- 
ple. I wish my own circumstances permitted me to giva 
hundredfold more help. I know Brother Hart to be one of 
the most earnest Liberals in the land, of untiring industry. 
Years ago I was made a welcome guest by himself and ex- 
cellent wife on many occasions. I will often think of the 
sufferer, made doubly sorrowful in his great calamity, which 

robs him of not only property, but a faithful son. 
W. F. JAMIESON. 


Los ANGELES, CAL., Dec. 29, 1890 

Mr. Epıtor: I hav been an interested reader of your 
paper for several months, and hav enjoyed it much. I hav 
tried to propagate its ideas by loaning my paper to those 
who did not take it, and by reading extracts from it before 
thc Woman's Suffrage Club of this city, of which I am sec- 
retary. Most of the members of our club are Freethinkers, 
but a few still are held in bondage by the church, but even 
they are beginning to feel that they must look outside for 
help, being convinced that that institution will never allow 
them a privilege or a right that it can deprive them of. 
Hoping that the dawn of liberty for all mankind may soon 
brighten into day, J remain, 


Most respectfully yours, Mrs. E A. LAWRENOE. 


HAMBURd, Ia., Jan. 4, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: On January Ist and 2d, Charles Watts, of 
Toronto, Can., lectured in the Opera House in this city to a 
large and intelligent audience of about three hundred, not- 
withstanding the revivals in progress at some of the churches. 
His subjects he handled and vindicated in a masterly man- 
ner, and in a way to enlarge the mind and understanding of 
many that were present. Had we more large-hearted, 
liberal-minded, educated, and sincere gentlemen like Mr. 
Watts giving their vast learning to the advancement of 
Truth, whatever that may be, the world would become 
better in a short time and bigotry and superstition would 
soon be things of the past. We hope to hav him giv another 
and a longer course of lectures here early in the spring. Let 
me hear from Liberals in this county and near here, that we 
may make arrangements for him. Please write. Address, 

E. T. DarsEY, Box 3'4. 


Bronson, FLA., Jan. 3, 1891. 
Mr. Evrror: Inclosed find $2.50 for the Freethinkere' 
Pictorial Text-Book " in cloth. I claim the honor of being 
the first one to suggest the publication of such a book, to be 


placed upon the center-table of every Liberal as a silent 
preacher to all his visitors and guests. And I am satisfied 
that it will prove to be the most satisfactory investment for 
propaganda that has yet been made. I livin a priest-ridden 
community, and as a matter of course the people are igno- 
rant and superstitious, and an unbeliever is deemed a dan- 
gerous man and is boycotted. He cannot be elected to any 
office of honor or trust. I had the misfortune to be nom- 
inated to represent the county in the next legislature, but no 
sooner was it known that I was an Agnostic thau pulpit and 
press combined to defeat me. I had never seen God or lived 
in any other world, hence was not qualified to legislate in 
this. When the old India-rubber God” is retired people 
will become more sensible and reasonable. 
O. Honor 


NATIONAL Sorprers’ Home, Wis., Jan. 3, A. 8. 291. 
Mr. EprTOR: As probably no one else will do it, I thought 
it best to write and send you a suitable epitaph for the late 
lamented Mr. Bull: 


Alas for mighty Sitting Bull, 
The doctor * of the Sioux! 
From Jordan’s stormy banks he'll pull 
. While another wears his shioux. 
If the papers tell the tale in full 
Anent this bloody nioux, . 
The doctor was a vicious bull, 1 
A match for ancient Jioux. : 


Send the ANNUAL for Anno Scientia 291. 


Yours truly, Neison Hunt. 


* Medicin man. 


Crzsoo, Ia., Jan. 1, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: I am a constant reader of the National Trib- 
une, Washington, D. C. I like to be reminded of the expe- 
riences and exploits of my former comrades. The only dis- 
agreeable, and, I must say, not only useless, but really de- 
praving, feature of the otherwise good paper is its religious 
department under the head of Sunday Meditations.” The 
space disfigured with this priestly humbug might be used to 
better purpose, viz , to the diffusion of practical knowledge. 
Of course the latter is also attended to by such able writers 
as Prof. Felix L. Oswald, Dr. J. H. Porter, and a few others. 
But I fear that the practical communications from these 
friends of humanity do not make, as they should, a deeper 
impression upon the reading community than do the mind- 
degenerating ‘‘ Sunday Meditations.” I hope, for the sake of 
mental progress, that my fears may not be realized. 

I do wish that Colonel Ingersoll would keep in line with 
his fellow-soldiers by means of an occasional article in“ the 
National Tribune. His letters would be appreciated by all 
sensible veterans, and would certainly exert an infiuence for 
the good of mankind. F. L. DAUBERSMITR. 


CLRkVELAND, O., Jan. 8, 1891. 

Mz. Evrtor: I inclose you clippings from the Cleveland 
papers in regard to a red-hot* heresy trial, that of Rev. Mr. 
McQueary, which is progressing here. The trial is very im- 
portant, as it is a landmark in the nineteenth century and I 
understand that the gentlemen expect to definitly and finally 
determin the truth of the immaculate conception. I hav 
always tried to-be a consistent Agnostic, but I am tainted 
with the belief that in a legal sense Christ certainly was the 
son of God. It is a maxim of the law, Qui facit per alium 
Jacit per se, Who doeth by another doeth by himself.“ 
Now, the Apocrypha to the New Testament shows that 
Mary was a vestal virgin ina Jewish temple. A priest, a 
vicar or agent of God, seduced her. The priest induced 
Joseph to marry her. When Jo discovered her condition he 
demurred, or kicked. Mr. Priest said, It's all right, Jo; 
the kid is conceived of the Holy Ghost.” Jo, being a devout 
man, believed all the priest told him. If it be true that the 
priest was the agent of God, then on the above-cited maxim 
Christ was truly the son of God. Qui facit per alium facit 
per sent. L. A. WirrsowN. 


HARMONY, IND., Jan. 5, 1891. 

Mz. Epiror: Will you please allow me a little space in 
your grand old TRUTRH SEEKER? Will some good friend of 
Tur TRUTA BEEKER or anyone else please explain to me the 
difference between faith and animal desire? I am nearly 
seventy-five years old; perhaps that is the reason I do not 
know. A neighbor of mine, a believer in that old obscene 
book, said that all animated nature came from one common 
pair, and that God made them when he made Adam and 
Eve, and scattered them all over the world. I asked him 
how it came that every continent produces different kinds? 
He said we ought not to ask such questions. That was all 
he gaid—exit. My opinion is that the conditions of the con- 
tinents produce everything without the aid of a God or gods. 

I went to hear a funeral sermon preached by a United 
Brethren sky-pilot, and in the course of his remarks he said 
Ged never makes any mistake. Now, the thought occurred 
to me that perhaps the things that he made out of nothing 


were pretty good, but when he came to making things out 


of material he made some most egregious mistakes, I 
think. For instance, look at the poisonous reptils, bumble- 
bees, hornets, wasps, yellow-jackets, etc., to bite and sting 
the people when they go out together blackberrying. Bah! 
J. M. 


GREEN Hi, O., Jan. 6, E.M. 291. 

Mr. Epor: I am somewhat disabled in my shoulders 
and arms from muscular rheumatism—brought on from three 
years’ service in the army, as I suppose—but from the way 
I feel to-night I think that I shall be able to celebrate my 
centennial here on earth, unless I should be like one of my 
illustrious predecessors of Bible notoriety, and if such should 
be my luck I want the good old TRUTRH BEEKER right along. 
I cannot do without it. It is like a sweet, wee wife. Noth- 


ing but death or extreme poverty could cause us to separate. 

There is, all about here, a scarcity of money that will last 
until the bankers see fit to disgorge. We poor devils are-at 
their mercy. It is a question with me whether it would not 
protect us better to hav our banking system revised and not 
the tariff, and let the people get the money direct from the 
‘government as they need it, the same as they do postage 
stamps. I think it would for everyone be better, the 
laird, the cotter, and the tenant.” 

Iam stil working away with my petition; got about one 
hundred and fifty names; hav five others out at work; 
when I get them in I will send them to you. With my best 
wishes for you and the TRUTH SEEKER family everywhere, 
I remain, 


Yours for individual liberty, EsooH WICKERSHAM. 


New Haven, O., Jan. 6, 1891. 
Mr. EprroR: I wish you to acknowledge for me through 
the columns of your valuable paper the receipt of the paper 
called Freethought and several copies of THE TRUTH SERRK RR; 
for which I wish to say that I am truly thankful to the 
unknown senders of the same. I shall be grateful for any 
reading-matter that any kind Liberal brother may feel dis- 
posed to send me, and I will try to do all the good for Free- 
thought with it I can. I was a soldier in the late war; hav 
heart disease and hav not been able to do a day's work for 
over three years, and get but a small pension. And as I hav 
nothing but my day labor to depend on for my support, I. 
hav but little to spend for reading-matter. There are not 
many Liberals in New Haven. We bav one old pioneer here 
who has been here for fifty years, and was a Freethinker 
when I came here thirty-two years ago. He is sound on 
Freethought. We like Taz TRUTA SEEKER very much and 
hope we may be able to take it right along. I will endeavor 
to do go if I hav to cut the corners closer on something elee. 
Will you please giv me the address of R. G. Ingersoll, also 
of Elmina D. Slenker? Taos. 8. CHARITY. 
[A letter to Col. R. G. Ingersoll, New York, N. Y., will 
reach that gentleman. Mrs. Slenker's address is Snowville, 
Va.—Ep. T. 8 ] . 
SourRH CHELMSFORD, Mass., Jan. 4, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: Brother Infidels, how are you? The pict- 
ures on both sides of the paper are the reason Irenew. I 
shall stay by you till the end of time, on the pictures. Every- 
body will look at them, and often read a little. I came into 
a red-hot hardshell Baptist community, and my old mother 
and brother, that pray over the vicious, were horror-struck 
at Taz TRUTH SEEKER. But of course the pictures had to 
be looked at, and mother said after a while that there was 
some good in it. When I first got back from the land of the 
Dakotas there was a grand rally made on my belief. They 
all prayed, and the professional revivalist buttonholed me 
after every prayer-meeting. I could not get in a word edge- 
ways. At last he broke out with, What Infidel can say, to- 
morrow will be a bright, clear day and no sun? Not one 
iota of nature’s laws can be changed." ‘Do you believe 
that story about Joshua commanding the sun and moon to 
stand still and they obeying him?” I asked him. Of course 
he flew the track. Don't you let folks know round here 
that you are an Infidel! No one will respect or trust you!” 
But they do. I buy wood and hay and parties take my 
word for the weight and measure, and I do not hav to pay 
till it is gone. But complaint has been made to the select. 
men about my working Sundays; ‘and as three men hav been 
fined $10 and costs for getting in hay Sunday, I am careful 
to stand in with the powers that be. Keep your shiri on. 
Jonn C. BLAISDELL. 


BLOOMD ATE, O., Jan. 6, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: It is frequently. cast up to me that my belief 
may be good to liv by, but could not be good to die by. 
Now, I want to put on record one case that came under my 
immediate experience where 8 young man lived and died 
firm and unflinching in the belief inculcated by Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER and the reading of scientific and Materialistic litera- 
ture. He first came under my notice about a year ago, 
when he came from Kansas and. the West to his home 
here, having spent some time in the West, during which 
time he had imbibed the rudiments of his late belief by some 
reading of Lucifer. I soon became acquainted with him, 
and found him to be a lover of science, a man of progressiv, 
ideas, and withal of an amiable disposition. It gave me 
pleasure to hand him what books and pamphlets, etc., I had 
in my possession to read. I should hav mentioned that last 
winter he was attacked by the grip, which left a lung trouble 
fast on him, under which he labored along until a few days 
ago, with occasional revivals and relapses. I understood 
from him that his father was much displeased at the course 
he had taken in the matter of belief, and I often thought I 
could discern a certain frigid turn in his father’s behavior 
toward me; consequently I called on him but once during 
his illness. : 
However, his brother told ‘me that he was thoroughly 
resigned to the inevitable; that he discouraged a certain old 
lady who called on him and wished to talk about Jesus, etc , 
by waving his hand (his voice was gone) and whispering to 
her that it gave him pleasure to hav people call, but he did 
not wish to hear anything of that sort. And when & minis- 
ter called who wished to pray with him, he told him it was 
unnecessary, and when the dominie further asked if he did 
not wish his silent prayer he still told him it was quite use- 
lees, as he had no misgivings concerning what was to come. 
And when, on the point of dissolution, he was asked what 
his thoughts were about a future life, he said he did not 
believe in any; felt satisfied to go; that all must go, and as 
this was his turn he wou'd go without regret. His brother 
assured me that he never saw a man go with so much 
resignation and calmness, and I was quite overtaken with 
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emotion on hearing how resolute in his belief was Jesse | livered his lecture on ‘Evolution vs. Christianity” to a 


Fremont McKee. Personally I consider him to hav been a | good audience, on Dec. 12, 1890. 


most estimable person, and look on him and his example 
with much pride. C. C. Germann. 


E LixEstoNE, ILL., Dec. 29, 1890. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find twenty-five cents for the ** Bible 
Inquirer,” by A. Jacobson. I want to lend it to a preacher 
of the Free Methodist church. The Protestants, Baptists, 
: and Free Methodists are after me hot and heavy, trying to 
convert me. And while the two former are content with 
sending me books of their faith, the latter made an effort to 
convert me last Friday night at their church. "The preacher 
and one Holy Joe, who is always crying, came over to speak 
to me after church was over. The preacher shook hands 
with me and the old man asked me if I had salvation. I 
said, No.” Well, you ought to hav.” Ismiledand shook 
my head. Don't you feel the need of the Lord?” the 
preacher said. I said, * No, sir, I don’t.” The Holy Joe 
told me to holler.“ I said I would not. Then the preacher 
asked me if I was ready to die. Les, sir, quite ready." 
„Are you willing to die now?” “ Yes, now, right here.” 
Are you not afraid to meet God?” ‘No, sir; Iam not 
afraid to meet God or the other party.“ But God says you 
are unprepared.” ‘Whom did he say that to?” He says it 
in his word. Come again,” said the preacher. I said I 
would and he went toward the door. I followed and caught 
up with him there and invited him to our debate. He said 
perhaps he would be busy there--at the church, I mean—but 
I told him it would be on Saturday night, so I don't know 
whether he will come or not. i 
I went to church again last night, and when they had their 
scripture lesson I repeated verses 17 and 18 of the last chap- 
ter of St. Mark. He looked hard at me but said nothing. 
Then he preached a sermon in which Infidels were alluded 
to. Which I suppose meant me. All the holy ones eyed 
me—to see what a Liberal looked like, I suppose. He seems 
to be sensible when he speaks on other subjects. And no 
doubt his faith is sensible to the holy ones, but I am not 
holy. . . 
I would like to correspond with some Liberals near my 
own age, eighteen, as there are not many here, and those who 
are are almost without exception afraid to say so. I will 
close, with three cheers for Freethought. 
j ANNA M. Moun. 
739 Lincoln ave., Peoria, Ill., care of J. H. Fischer. 


Norse, Tex., Dec. 15, 1890. 

Mz. Eprrox: Mr. Samuel - P. Putnam, of San Francisco, 
Cal., delivered a lecture on ‘‘The Demands of Liberalism 
and Freethought,” at Norse, on Dec. 8, 1890, to a good and 
appreciativ audience. Mr. Putnam isa forcible, logical, and 
eloquent speaker. He showed the absolute justice and the 
immediate and pressing necessity of the Demands of Liberal- 
ism ; and that these Demands are founded upon the Consti- 
tution of the United States and the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, That in order to carry out the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, and to keep church and state forever separate,” 
the Demands of Liberalism must be heeded, and be enacted 
into law to make this indeed a free country and this nation 
a government of the people, by the people, and for the 
people.” l l 

The speaker presented the principles of Liberalism, and 
showed that Liberalism accepted all that is good and true, 
and cherished everything that has an elevating tendency ; 
and rejected all that is bad and everything that has a 
degrading tendency. He contrasted the principles of Lib- 
eralism with the dogmas of Christianity, and showed the 
superiority of the first over the latter. That Liberalism and 
Christianity were diametrically opposit and opposed to each 
other. That the one represented enlightenment, advance- 
ment, science, and evolution; the other, ignorance, super- 
stition, stegnation, and degradation. That in order to be- 
come a good Christian one must not only accept and believe 
without evidence, but acknowledge him or her self totally 
depraved, and must believe in the atonement, the trinity, 
and other equally absurd doctrins and tenets of the church 
—a church instituted by a crafty priesthood for their own 
individual benefit and glory, and for the subjugation and en- 
slavement of mankind to a superstitious religion and tyran- 
nical and despotic government. On the other hand, Liberal- 
ism means liberality in everything. It means intelligent 
` liberty, the widest liberty of thought and expression—‘‘ in- 
tellectual hospitality." It teaches a true and natural moral- 
ity. It takes its stand for all that is good and true, and all 
that is grand and sublime. That a true Liberal not only 
accepts all truth, whenever or wherever diecovered, and 
from whatever source it may emanate, but has a vivid per- 
ception of all that is grand and sublime, and a feeling of ven- 
eration for anything really sacred. 

Liberalism takes its stand for a new and true education, 
in which all man's faculties and capabilities shall be unfolded 
and cultivated. Man's whole being shall receive proper cul- 
tivation; his physical, mental, and moral powers shall re- 
ceive simultaneous and proper education and culture. His 
head, heart, and hand are to receive proper education. 

Liberalism takes its stand for universal mental liberty, for 
universal moral liberty, and for universal industrial liberty. 
It inculcates a true morality and high aspirations. It teaches 
science and progress, and takes its stand for the advance- 
ment and elevation of the human race. i 

Mr. Putnam gave an excellent lecture on the Bible on 
Dec. 9, 1890. X 

I had the pleasure of accompanying Mr. 8. P. Putnam to 
Walnut, where he delivered two lectures to good audiences. 
His lectures were well received and pronounced excellent, 
both at Norse and Walnut. We enjoyed the hospitality of 
Mr. and Mrs. F. H. Dean and family while at Walnut. 
From Walnut we went to Clifton, where Mr. Putnam de- 


à 


T. Taso. Corwick. 


i Trenton, Tex., Jan. 7, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: Mr. Samuel P. Putnam was with us De- 
cember 26th and 27th, and gave three of his truly grand 
lectures. The hearts of all Liberals were made to leap with 
joy 8s he proclaimed to the world the glad truths of the here 
and the now, and with an eloquence equaled only by the 
grandeur of the truth he announced. He made no promises 
of what might be hereafter, but told what might be now 
and would be if we could only look to this life and strive to 
make it what others had made it up to the present. We 
could get no church or school-house—there being no public 
building—nor any private building, when a retired merchant 
kindly gave us his vacated storehouse, remarking as he did 
that the Infidels were the only persons who had come up to 
a man and paid him up, while the delinquent Christians had 
forced him outof business. How does that sound in the 
ears of those who claim all morality and all good? 'The 
truth is, it is just the other:;way—all who claim most do 
least, and the Christians are the greatest offenders. 

When I, in common with the whole audience, listened to. 
the glorious truths proclaimed by Mr. Putnam with his 
magic eloquence, and were made glad thereby, we looked 
around and saw absent—whom? The clergy. We could 
not be surprised at that. But when we saw the teachers of 
our schools likewise not there, we grew sick at heart and 
thought, what obstruction to progress is this thing you call 
religion, keeping the instructors of our children—paid, too, 
by the state—from hearing the great truths of our latest dis- 
coverles in the vast domain of science and morals (and Mr. 
Putnam: spoke of nothing else)! And this when it was not 
necessary for them or anyone else to believe what he said. 
Well, I was sick then and I am sick now, in mind, to think 
and to know such facts, and my children to be educated by 
such influence to shun the truth of what makes all humanity 
grander and better! Must I weep over the prospect of my 
own blood in my children, as did I when I saw an honored 
Baptist preacher weep when he. bid adieu to his son for the 
last time before his departure for the penitentiary? Ido 
say that the whole system of morals of the church is wrong, 
and when the efforts of our grand army of Liberal lecturers 
are not even attended, but systematically lied on and slan- 
dered, what can I expect ? 

But I do not know that I need get too sad, when I think 
that had that same Mr. Putnam come here and delivered 
those same lectures ten years ago he would hav stood a 
good chance to be mobbed. Not so now. He or anyone 
else can deliver all the lectures, and the only result is, first, 
ugly looks from orthodox faces—who ever saw any other 
look ?—and next, the Christian lie that is learned from their 
holy book, the Bible. After all, we, and the whole world, 
are evolving. Daylight is just peering over the dark horizon 
of the past, and the resplendent light of man's intellect, 
with the humanity that must be free, will make the future 
safe. Then to the comparativly few Liberals scattered over 
the world—be of good cheer! The sun of humanity is just 
rising, and who cannot see it? Our free schools, and what 
is better, the printing-press, form the promised messiah to 
make men free in mind, more glorious than in the mere 
freedom of body. Dz. W. C. Hormzs. 


SOLDIERS’ AND SaiLors’ Home, Jan. 10, 1891. 

Mz. Eprtor: I will express a few thoughts on God asa 
financier; the evolution of man and survival of the fittest. 
In the opinions of men, those who hav managed their busi- 
ness 80 as to insure the greatest success and accumulate the 
greatest capital, hav been regarded as the most talented and: 
the best financiers. And as God made a sad mistake, when 
he created the devil, who in a short time inaugurated a 
revolt and has subsequently prosecuted a vigorous opposi- 
tion, it ig my purpose in this article to attempt a-brief com- 
parison of the management and success of the old gent and 
that of his rebellious son. And as it is often asserted that 
dishonesty is never successful, and that honesty is the best 
policy, we would keep a close eye to this maxtm in order to 
gee which of the combatants must be victorious in the end. 

God, after giving this earth to the devil, like many whim- 
sical parents concluded to retract, and accordingly one week 
planted a small colony in and about Eden. No sooner, how- 
ever, had his pap taken a leave of abserce than the boy 
crawled into a snake and instigated another revolt in the 
premises of the new colony, and made his skip. It appears, 
however, that the old man returned in time to prevent the 
revolt from becoming fatal only in part of the stock, as Abe 
seems to hav been a No. 1 legitimate offshoot of Gehova. 
But his grandson Kane soon dispatched Abe as an intruder, 
knowing that the devil had the best right in those parts. 
And although grandad God was very wroth with his son 
(devil) and his grandson Kane, he allowed Kane to go un- 
punished, only that he put a mark upon him to prevent 
others from murdering him (more of a reward, I think). 
Perhaps grandpap was intimidated by the hostil disposition of 


-his grandson; and it really appears so from the success that 


the young desperado achieved, in that his grandpap even 
made him a wife, and blessed him in his business capacities, 
as it is said he built a city. The example here isa little tough 
—that God so blessed him for a private murder on account 
of his jealousy of his brother’s popularity. But as the old 
man has always been faulty in morality this need not excite 
our wonder. 

It appears from all accounts that the devil had a wonder- 
ful increasing success over his pap by way of the sons of 
God marrying the daughters of men, until the old man be- 
came disgusted with this mongrel race and concluded to 
drown the entire herd.except Noah and his family. There, 
however, the old man made a fatal mistake in not providing 
for the death of his rebellious son, the devil, who was ready 


for business, it appears, as soon as the shower was over, by 
inciting good old Noah to get drunk; which, in connection 
with the indecent conduct of Ham, excited the ire of the 
old fellow so that he belched forth his curses upon those 
unborn. Of course these were the children of the devil, and 
80 he inaugurated a scheme to take revenge by building an 
observatory, or tower of Babel. But the all-wise, all-powerful 
God got scared, not knowing that it was impossible for 
man to go past the limits of the world’s atmosphere and 
climb to heaven, and so he could do no better than to con- 
found their language, and scatter them like throwing a 
bombshell among a flock of geese. It appears to me that 
they would hav been worse off after they had dispersed than 
before, for the want of some one to interpret. What a won- 
derful miracle that was, for so many people to forget their 
original language and instantaneously to hav another. 
Whether this punishment was commensurate to the crime 
they had committed, we are left to conjecture. But as God 
has always persisted in punishing the innocent for the 
guilty, the penalty has long since been in excess of the crime. 
And there has been but little extenuation, and that is ob- 
viously in direct opposition to the will of God, and due to 
the benign influence of the good-natured devil. For of all 
the ills the human race has been subject to, the diversity of 
tongues is the most significant. God, being encouraged by 
this victory, now steals a march upon the devil by going to 
old Abe and making great promises—not one of which he 
had the least intention of fulfilling, and which he could 
and did not. He did, however, succeed in raising a discord 
in the case of Jake with his father-in-law and his brother 
Esau, and finally getting Jo sold into Egypt in order that 
he might hav an excuse for killing a great many of the 
devilish Egyptians after torturing them as well as his own. 
It might be proper here to introduce, ag a matter of finan- 
cial achievement on the part of God, the fact of his deceit- 
fully robbing the Egyptians by borrowing their jewels. 
Among the many shrewd plans of this master of finance, 
we must not fail to notice also the ordinance known as cir- 
cumcision. Decency prevents us itemizing the exact man- 
ner in which this memorable rite was performed, which is 
suggestiv that decency was disregarded by God when a mat- ` 
ter of profit was under consideration. It is only necessary 
to say that, although it was not castration, it was equally 
barbarous, and disgusting to sensitiv humanity. It appears 
from all accounts that this was the most successful hit God 
ever made to distinguish between his and the devil’s stock, as 
we hav no account of it ever being counterfited by the latter. 
The obvious reason is that the devil possessed too much 
humanity, which has always proved his besetting sin. Next 
we follow God from Egypt to Kanaan. But as the history is 
not only published, but preached, it is useless to giv it in de- 
tail. Suffice it to say that God, with his rude artillery—rams’ 
horns, asses’ bones, and such like—overthrew all the devil’s 
armed Kanaanites and their walled cities in great triumph. 


But though God succeeded go well in thus getting away 
with the devil, the cunning old adversary would steal into 
camp in disguise, and in this way persuade God’s children 
that God was not a god, notwithstanding his great deliver- 
ances and miracles. And in this way the devil was constantly 
annoying God and stirring up insurrection, etc. 


It is confidently believed, and often affirmed, that had 
General Mose, Josh, Gid, Jep, Dave, or Sol, acted as gen- 
eralissimo during the entire warfare, all losses and captivity 
would hav been averted. But it so happened that this king 
of kings and Lord of Lords made such a poor selection of 
commanders of his forces that finally be was compelled by 
the Romans to send his only son, J. Christ, to deliver his 
property. However, he proved too timid to continue the 
war, but by the aid of General John succeeded in inaugurat- 
ing an enlistment into the army, sealing with a mark of des- 
ignation called baptism. The devil has been charged (and 
not unjustly, we believe) with counterfiting this mark, in 
proof of which is the fact that many turn traitor in an in- 
credibly short time after baptism. 

Shortly after the death of General John and J. Christ, Pet 
and Paul, then Paul and Barny, then Paul and many others, 
had many dissensions concerning their master’s financiering, 
until it was settled that Pet was boss, as he had showed so 
much courage in cutting off the servant’s ear, denying his 
master, cursing, etc., etc. Pete also delegated his power 
and authority to Pope, who then executed his office and 
prosecuted his wars with greater success than any who had 
preceded him since the day of Dav, or perhaps Gid or Josh. 
And for nearly one thousand years the devil was literally 
chained, while the Spanish Inquisition was built and utilized 
to God's service. Then there were several attempts made 
by the devil to revolt, without success, until he secured the 
services of Mart. From that time God has been suffering from 
attacks on all sides, and although it has been ascertained 
that across the waters in every direction are innumerable 
friends of the devil, and that his children are constantly in- 
creasing, and that the devil is much kinder and better to 
his soldiers than God is to his, yet we find God so devoid of 
"principle as to maintain that he is perfectly good, etc. 

Conclusion: The means the devil has been using is not 
the sword, but reason, steam, electricity, and all that contrib- 
utes to giv us ease, plenty, and comfort. While evolution 
has been doing its best to overcome God and improve our 
condition, can it be properly said that as a matter of fact 
the fittest has constantly survived? Or does the survival of 
the fittest only date back to the discovery of America? Can 
it be that we shall nevermore fall into the hands of the liv- 
ing God? Could we but inaugurate a system of marriage in 
strict accord with phrenological selection so that every man 
would be a friend to good, and an enemy of God—be as 
manly as Ingersoll—we should be beyond the reach of God 
and hav no further use for priests. The supposed millen- 
nium would be here. Ex-Rev. Joszeg N. Maxey. 
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Childrena Garner. 


Hdited by Miss Susan H. Woon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner shouid be sent. 


„Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


Why I Don’t Send My Only Child 
to Sunday-School. 


Twelve churches are near where I liv. 
Not one of them five miles away. 
Though they differ somewhat in their creeds 
They are all ** the lamb’s bride ” (80 they say); 
Should a Freethinker speak his thoughts here, 
Where there's so much religious devotion, 
He would meet opposition, I fear, 
And would stir up an angry commotion. 


All my lifetime I've lived near these churches ; 
Their practices, too, Uve long known ; ` 
Fifty years I hav been a Freethinker, 
Comparativly standing alone, 
But never bav I been discouraged, 
Though slandered by saints, who backbite ; 
I hav trusted in science. believing 
That justice, in time, will make right. 


Iam asked “ why I don’t send my daughter 
To church, and the Sunday. school, too, 

For the sake of her moral improvement '— 
To learn what she always should do? 

Then, she might become a good Christian, 
And enjoy, with our church, happy seasons.” 

Their questions III answer with candor i 
By giving the following reasons. 


Superstition makes lasting impressions, 
Hammered into the brains of our yonth, 
And foolish, miraculous stories 
They are made to believe are the truth; 
Ghosts, witches, and fancy hobgoblins, 
Are tales that to children are told; 
The infantil minds will believe them. 
And do not forget them when old. 


The legends and myths of the ancients ? 
Were onoe just as fully believed 
As the Bible is now by the Christians, 
Not dreaming that they were deceived, 
To doubt them was deemed sacrilegious, 
Deserving of infinit pain, 
And to place our reliance on reason 
We were told was both foolish and vain. 


They teach little innocent children 
That they must believe thus and so, 
Else the good God will be very angry, 
And will send them where bad people go ; 
That by nature they’re miserable sinners 
Without any hope of salvation 
Unlers they believe the big Bible 
That tells us all about the creation. 


Creation means something from nothing. 
Although it is hard to conceive 
How nothing can bring to light something, 
Still, we're told, “ This is safe to believe.” 
‘Such lessons are taught to our children; 
Though to them they must seem very odd; 
To the child, Santa Olaus is as real 
As Buddha, Mohammed, or God. 


The tale of the snake in the garden, 
Persuading our mother to eat 
Some fruit that her God had forbidden, 
Is a story that’s hard to be beat; 
Because this unfortunate woman 
Was duped in this act—that was planned— 
A curse on the race was established, 
The whole human race must be damned 


Unless some great scheme of redemption 
Bhall stay the ineffable flood 

Of God's wrath, with some plan of salvation 
(Since atonement from sin demands blood). 

So God himself, born of a woman, 
Condescended awhile here to dwell 

With his sin-cursed and ungodly children, 
Just to rescue a portion from hell. 


Angry Gods, cheating devils, and sinners,” 
These pet words our children hear often ; 
Sunday-schools teach our new life beginners, 
Thinking they can their stony hearts" soften ! 
What can we expect from our children, 
Made to think they are wholly depraved? 
They are made to ignore human reason ; 
Superstition their minds has enslaved. 


If they'd teach what they know to my daughter, 
And what tbey don’t know; leave that out, 
Teach her something on which she may reason, 
And not tell her “ ’tis sinful to doubt,” 
Perhaps I might then be persuaded 
To yield to their earnest request, 
But we don’t want our child’s mind degraded, 
For our love for her can’t be expressed. 


So we guess we'll not send daughter Elda 

To the Sundsy-school, though“ they ? desire it; 
Twould be "leading our lamb to the slaughter ;” 

Truth and justice don't seem to require it; 
We've no taste for Old Sooty’s ” dominion, 

For we think we would make a poor show there, 
And if Batan makes war up in heaven, 

Our folks would prefer not to go there. 


Fabius, N. Y. Homer A. BILLINGS. 
—— — a 


Letter from a Trapper. 


EDITOR CHILDREN’S CORNER: In the solitude 
necessary to the occupation of a trapper, I 
take great pleasure in the perusal of TRR 
TRUTH SrzEKEB, and am quite interested in 
the Corner, in which of the date of November 
29th is a little piece entitled, The Intelli- 
gence of Toads,” which prompts me to write, 


_ if sanctioned by the editor, on the cunning 
‘of the wily coyota, as called on this coast— 
the name is borrowed from the Spanish lan- 


guage. East of the Rockies he is called prai- 
rie wolf. The animal is of the dog species, 
, though of a uniform color—a mixture of yel- 
low and gray—has a drooping, bushy tail, 
‘and carries his head low when traveling. 
He trusts more to the sense of smell, which 
is most astonishingly keen, to detect danger, 


than either to sight or hearing, which arel uel 


remarkable. Tocatch this cunning marauder 
¡in a steel trap the greatest caution is neces- 
sary. First, the trap must be disinfected 
of all smell, then handled with gloves. If 
touched with the naked hands the coyota 
detects it for many days afterward. Differ- 
ent trappers use different methods, but I set 
traps in gangs—two or more together—plac. 
ing the bait or scent at some central point, 
always going on horseback and carrying & 
canteen of water to sprinkle the ground 
where I stood while arranging the traps; for 
as a dog can follow the tracks of his master, 
80 & coyota can detect the tracks of an 
enemy. Inthe winter, when food is scarce, 
coyotas may be caught with bait appealing to 
the stomach; but in the summer and early 
fall scent is used appealing to the passions. 
A few years ago, while trapping in the south- 
ern part of the state, I had an opportunity, 
with the aid of field.glasses, to watch a coy- 
ota &pproach some traps. He was very sus- 
picious, walked several times around them, 
apparently about ten feet away; would 
reach with his forefoot as far as he could to 
pàw the bait out or feel for danger; then 
stopped as though to consider for a moment, 
turned around and started off in a direct line 
at right angles to where I was and disap- 
peared in the sagebrush, but soon appeared 
again with a comrade, both going direct to 
the traps. They stopped a moment to recon 
noiter. Soon one stepped forward, as though 
he thought, I guess it's all right, when, zip! 


- | something happened, for one coyota jumped 


88 high as the length of the chain would let 
him, and the other made a mark across the 
plains that looked like the blending of coyota 
and dust, looking back only from a safe dis. 
tance, as much as to say, That is just about 
what I thought.” 

Some counties giv a bounty for their scalps, 
for they are very destructiv to sheep, pigs, or 
poultry. Their hide is worth only fifty 


; cents. : + 


With much joy to the readers of the Cor- 
ner, I remain, T. J. CONLEY. 


Tehama Co., Cal., Dec. 8, E M. 290. 
— e 


Correspondence, 


Ermenporr, Tex , Jan. 2, 1890. 
Miss Susan H. Wrxon: I hav never written 
for the Corner, but I admire the ¢ fforts of the 
boys and girls, and I always read them before 
anything else. We hav no church here, 
and I hope we never wil. I go to a Catholic 
school and pray all day, then come home and 
read Tug TauTH Szexer. I do not go there 
for religion, but for a good education, as it is 
the best school here. 'The most people here 
are Liberals. Papa has been taking TRE 
TRUTH SEEKER for three years and he likes it 
very much. Hoping this will not be thrown 
in the wastebasket, I remain, 
Your Liberal friend, WILLIE NINGER. 


[*Thrown in the wastebasket!” No, 
indeed. We are glad to welcome you, Willie. 
Write again. Tell us all about Elmendorf. 
Be brave and true, strong in truth, and stead- 
fast in principle.—Eb. C. C.] 


PASADENA, CAL., Dec. 28, 1890. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I read in Taz Trura 
BEEKER of the children wanting to hav a pa- 
per to themselvs. I think it would be a 
rand thing. Every time we get Taz TRUTH 
— I wish there were more letters and 
stories. I enjoy puzzles, and was very sorry 
when they were done away with in the Chil- 

dren’s Corner. 5 

As you see by the heading, I liv in Califor- 
nia. It is very nice and warm here. There 
is to be a tournament of roses on New Year's 
day in Pasadena. Prizes are shown in the 
show-windows, many of them being desir- 
able. There will be a prize given for the 
finest decorated pony or family carriage 
The decorations will be floral. Well, as I am 
taking up space which would otherwise be 
occupied by letters more worthy of being 
read, I will close, hoping success to all effort 
for the Children’s Corner. 

Yours truly, Mary BEERY. 

Lexixeton, KY., Dec. 17, 1890. 
Dear Youne Friznps: Father Huntington 
lectured to us a week ago, and presented a 
view on God which was anything but theo- 
logical. He spoke of the almighty as a force 
which was the source of life and motion of the 
universe. With regard to the origin of the 
relation between cause and effect, he said 
nothing, for he knew that it belongs to the 
nature of things. The besom which sweeps 
; this principle away would convulse the crea- 


tion, and bring it back to its original chaos, 
that is, if such a state of things ever existed. 

Religion does not belong to any dignified 
series in the order of creation, but springs 
from a fantastic arrangement of materials, 
fraught with danger to the human mind, as 
the condition of the Indian at the present pe- 
riod proves conclusivly. This view will, I 
think, be admitted, when we meet with the 
assertion, in ancient sacred history, that re- 
ligion was corrupt, and had no connection 
with morals, from the time of Joshua to Sam- 


el. 

This latter worthy man attempted a reform, 

which, I presume, caused him to hack to 

115 510 Agag, an Amalekite prince, before the 
ord. : 

Immoral piety is worthy of the contempt of 
all lovers of order; a safer rule of conduct 
should be substituted as a humanizer and pro- 
moter of all that ig good. We want rules so 
pure that they could never be based on vice. 
Religion cannot be depended on, for it is gen- 
erally found in connection with evil. . 

Father Huntington spoke of the single tax 
system, but as it will take time to bring it 
about, a little land should in the mean time be 
held sacred tothe poor, and inducements held 
out which may lead them to suppose that 
they are at home in their own country. 

The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
advise in the Union Signal avery strict rule 
under the Constitution, and theguccessful turn 
which Mormon affairs hav taken will also re- 
mind us that as long as wise legislation can 
&dvance civilization, no violence should be 
resorted to, especially by Christian people. 

: ALHAZA. 


A 


Lose Hir, Conn., Jan. 6, 1891. 

Miss Wixon: My father takes THE TRUTH 
SEEKER aud I read in one of the last numbers 
about what you termed ‘‘ The Santa Claus 
Fiction.” . I was taught to believe in a Santa 
Claus, and enjoyed it very much. If you 
call those falsehoods, I suppose you call fairy 
tales the game. I agree that those are, but 
of all stories, I like fairy tales the best. You 
say, No child likes a make-believe story.” 
I do fully as well as ** truly” ones. I think 
it is real nice to hav every member of the 
family receive presents on Christmas day. 

Erne. M. BEARDSLEY. 
(Aged thirteen years.) 

REMARKS.—Ethel is like very many older 
folk who enjoy believing myths to be facts. 
But this is an age of progress. The fables 
are fast being left behind with the ignorant 
and credulous, while those who would keep 
abreast of the times are ever seeking to fol- 
low truth where'er she leads the way.” 

As for“ fairy tales” the stories of science 
in earth, air, wind, and wave rival all the 
visions of fancy, all the ecenes of fairy-land. 
If our friend will seek knowledge in the won- 
derland of beauty and utility spread all 
around her, she will find her hours profitably 
and pleasantly spent, and gain, at the same 
time, much valuable information. 

We hav never yet seen a child who did not, 
when questioned, prefer a true story to a 
false one, after realizing the difference be. 
tween truth and falsehood. Ethel is an ex- 
ception to the rule. When she comes to un- 
derstand the value of fact over fiction, she 
will regard it as the one pure pearl above all 
price. May she never be deceived by the 
designing and artful, who love falsehood bet- 
ter than truth. 

It is always pleasant to receive presents, 
when worthy of them, on Christmas, or on 
any other day of the year; still more pleas- 
ant is it to giv presents to the needy and des- 
titute, and any day is suitable for this pur- 
pose.—En. C. C. 

— . — — 
Our Limited Wisdom. 

All the family were reading in the library 
one evening. Mr. May had the evening pa- 
per, which he put down once to look up a 
reference in the encyclopedia. Mrs. May 
had a French art book, and consulted her 
French lexicon frequently. George asked his 
mother the meaning of several words in the 
story-book over which he was poring. 


Eva, aged five, sat with George's Compan- | 


ion upon her lap. 

“ Reading, too, pussy ?” said her father. 

** Yes, gir." 

„Why, Eva May, you can't read!” said her 
brother. 

** Yes, I can. I can read ‘dog’ and ‘ cat? 
and ‘boy’ and lots of words when I find them. 
I read all the words I do know, and that’s all 
that auy of you are doing,” returned the ob- 
servant little woman.— Youth's Companion. 

— — . — 
Imaginativ Robert. 

He is a bright infant is Robert, and imag- 
inativ. When he saw the sun disappear be- 
hind a cloud at sunset one night he said: 
The sun hasn't gone to bed, but I guess 
he's undressing himself.” At another time 
he said to his father, Ihav got as many 
kisses for you as there are pine needles on the 
pine-trees end flowers in the woods.” 
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D. M. BENNETT'S WORKS. 
ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFIOE. 


A Truth Seeker Around the World. 


Four large volumes. 


cuts. Handsomely bound in red cloth, 


$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 


rocco, gilt edges, $10.50. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
5 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 


Reformers. 1,07 
20 leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, 
$4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
1,119 pages. 


morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Two Volumes. 
Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per 


volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes; in| 


leather, $7.00 
$8.00. 


From Behind the Bars. A series of 
letters written in prison. Over 700 pages, 
Price $1.50. 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A. series 
of letters written during a visit of ten 
weeks in Europe. Giving some account 
of the International Freethinkers’ Con- 
gress held at Brussels, to which Mr. Ben- 
nett was a delegate, followed by a de- 
scription of what he saw in England, 
France, Holland, and Italy. . The letters 
from Rome alone are worth the price 
of the book. With a steel-plate portrait 
of the author. 850 pages. $1.50. : 


The Semitie Gods and the Bible. 
Treating upon the gods of the Semitic 
nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Ohrist, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 
pages are devoted, showing that book to 
bea very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov- 
ers, 60 cents; cloth, $1. : 


Judaism, Christianity, and Moham- 
medanism -examined historically 
and critically. It is thought to be the 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 500 large pages, 
Price, $1.50. 


Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, 
Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages. 


Paper covers, 75 cents; 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. 
A debate on Christianity and Infidelity, 
between D. M. BRNNETT and Rev. G. H. 
HuwHzEY. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is a splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 
bors. 550 pages. Price. $1. 

Bennett-Teed Discussion. ‘Between 
D. M. BENNETT and Cyrus Romunus R. 
Tren. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections to Christianity? 
A discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 
G. M. Mam, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new nor 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus, 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

BENNETT affirms; Marg denies. This ig 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the United 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustice 
was perpetrated upon Mr. BENNETT. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


L:terrogatories to Jehovah. Being 
3,000 questions propounded to his Jewis 
Godship upon a great variety of subjects, 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu- 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

oloth, 75 cents. 


The Bock of Chronicles of the Pil- 


grims in the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle tc 
the Tinth Seekers, Cloth, $1.00 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 


; in morocco, gilt edges, 


Apostle to the Truth Seekers 
10 cents. 

The Great Religions of the World. 
10 cents. 

Open Letter to Samuel Colgate, 
10 cents. ty " 

Án Hour with the Devil. 10 cents. 


Sinful Saints and Sensual Shepherds. 
19 «snis, CAE NN 


: With & steel-plate 
engraving of the author in Vol I., and 
each volume illustrated with forty-seven 


Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
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Christ of Paul ; or, the Enigmas of 
Christianity. 


Frauds of the Churchmen of the Second Century 
Exposed. 


By GEORGE REBER. 
12mo, 400pp., 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History. 
By Winwoop READE. 
Sixth edition, 544pp., -~ 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS. 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive .Man, 
Judaism. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


ETHICS OF POSITIVISM. 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of the Present Century. 
By Giacomo BARZELLOTTI, 
Prof. of Philosophy-at the Liceo Dante, Florence. 


Price, $1.50. 
OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 


A Confession. 
By Davin FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 


Price, $2. 


$1.75. 


41 9pp., $1.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 


Important Information for All, and Danish 
Cure.” With Portrait. 


By Mug. W. SCHOTT. Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. BARING-GOULD. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of tha 
Bible.—[Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FROTHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 
And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. . 
446pp. - - - Price, $1. 


Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses Hutt. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 


AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality 


By JOSIE OPPENHEIM. Price, 75 cents 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE 
By Kersey GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymas, aud Recitations. 


For Organizing Societies; for Marriages, Funar- 
als, Naming of Infants, Obituaries, Epi. 
taphs, etc. Also 525 Liberal and 
Spiritualistio Hvmus for 
Nocial and Various 
Public Occasions. 


18mo, 550pp. Price, 75 centa. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. Hogan. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley : Philosopher and Reformer. 
By C. SOTHERAN.. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograp of D. M. Bennett 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts, 


MINCE — ——.. — 
Lithograph of Bennett Monumpat. 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCHARD. 
40 cents. 


Paper, 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 


WITH 
Theological Amendment and State Personality 
By Jos. E. Prox. 


. - - 25 cents. 


Price, 
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The Contrast: Evangelicalism and | 


The Humboldt Library of Science, 


In tbis series are well represented the writings of 
DARWIN, Spencer, HUXLEY, TYNDALL, PROCTOR, 
CLIFFORD and other leaders of thought in our 
time, ac 50 to 75 per cent. lower than usual prices. 


We have the Library bound in Complete Sets, ag 
ollowa : : 


Or» STYLE. In this style the volumes average 
640 pages 870, and are arranged thus: 


Vol I. Noe. 1-12 Vol. VI. Nos. 60-70. 
II. * 13-24 | VII. * 71-80. 
III. „ 2-36. „ VIII. 81-91. 
IV. 87 48 „ JX. * 97-108. 
" V. 49-59. X. 104-111. 


Cloth, plain edge“, $2 vol. (Separately or in sets.) 
Half seal, marb:e euges, $2.7, vol. (In sets onty.) 


New Stvie.—Nor. 1 to 111 inclusive, are bound in 
18 vo. averaging 492 pages each, 8vo, thus: 


Cloth, extra, red edges, $1.75 per vol. $22 75 per get. 

Half seal, plain edges, 2 5 29 25 

Half seal, marble edges, 2 50 8 2.50 

Hif Mor., marble edges, 2.75 fe 33 75 
In ‘sets only. 


All of the following are octavo, cloth : 
WORKS BY PROFESSOR HUXLEY. 


Man's Place in Nature, Numerousill.; & 
The Origin of Species. 2 books in 1 vol. 
ThePhysical Sasis of Life & other Essays. 
Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. 
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8 books in 1 vol. . . t 3 E 
Animal Automatism, and other Essays. 
Technical Education, and other Essays. 

2 books in 1 vol. E E . 

WORKS BY OHARLES DARWIN. 


E 


Origin of Speeies by Means of Natural 


Selection; or, the Preservation of 
Favored Races iu the Struggle for Life. 
New edition f:om the latest Ene. edition, 
with additions and corrections. — . — > 
Descent of Mau, and Selection in. Rela 
tion to Sex With illustrations. New edi- 
tion revised snd augnwepted. „ . 
Formation of Vegetabl» Mold Through 
the Action of Worms, with Observa- 
tions on their Habits. With illuszrations. 


Charles Darwin: His Life and Work. 
By Grant Alien. . n E . 
SELEOT WORKS BY GRANT ALLEN. 


The Evolutionist at Large ; 
Vignettes from Nature; and 
Fore: and Energy: A Theory of Dy. 
namics 3 books in 1 vol. . . 
WATER, ELECTRICITY, AND LIGHT. 
PROFESSOR TYNDALL. 
Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, 
Ice and Glaciers. 19 illustrations. 
Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. 
*ix Lectures on Light. Illustrated. 
3 booksin 1 vol. . . 5 . . 
WORKS BY HERBERT SPENOER. 


The Data of Ethics. 8 P . . 
n ducation: Intellectual, Moral, and Phys- 
Teal: an 
Progress: Its Law and Cause. With 
nener Dequisition?, 2 books in 1 vol. 
he Genesis of Science. 
The Factors of Organie Evolution. 
2 books in 1 vol. 775 
SELECT WORKS oF RICHARD A. PROCTOR, 
R. A. S. 
Light Science for Leisure Hours. 
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects, 
"ereditary ‘Traits, and other Essays. 
Miscellaneous Essays. 
Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 
Notes on Earthquakes, with 14 miscel- 
laneous Essavs. 
6 books in 1 vol. . . 1.50 
SELECT WORK3 OF WM. KING DON OLIF- 
FORD, F.R.A.3. 
and Thinking. 
cientific Basis of Morals, and 


Ec 


1.00 


45 


Seein 
The 


rther WERAYP, 
Conditions of Mental Development, and 
othar Essaye. | . 
the Unseen Universe, and the Philoso- 
phy of the Pare Scieucer, E 
Cosmic Emotion: Also the Teaehings 
of Science. 
5 books in 1 vol. P 2 0.1385 
SELECT WORKS OF EDW. COLODD, F. R. A. S. 


The Childhood of Religion. 
The Birth and Growth of Myth, 
Xhe Chitdhood of the World. 
2 books in 1 vol, Er EE NES 
SELECT WORKS OF TH. RIBOT, 
Translated from the French by J. Fitzgerald, M.A. 


The Diseases of Memory. 
The Diseases of the Will. 
The Diseases of Personality. 
8 books in 1 vol. S. ns Me 
THE MILKY WAY. 
The Wonders of the Heavens. 32 idus. 
By Camiile Fiammarior. 
The Romance of Astronomy. By R. 
Kauey Miller, M AA. 
The Sun; its Constitution,its Phenomena, 
its Condition. By Nathan T. Cari; LL.D- 
8 books in 1 vol. . è . 
POLITICAL SCIENCE. 
Physies and Politics. An application 
of the principles of Natural Science to 
Political Society. By Walter Bagehot, 
, author of “Tne Eng. Constitntion," and 
History of the Seienee of Polities. By 
Frederick Pollock. 2 books in 1 vol. 
THE LAND QUESTION. 
The History of ! andholding in Eng- 
land. By Joseph Fisher, F. R. H. S.; and 
Historical Sketch of the pistribntion 
of Land in England. By William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 2 books in 1 vol. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Mystery of Matter, and The Philos- 
ophy of Ienorance; and EUN 

The Essential Nature of Religion. By 
J. Allanson Picton, 2 books in 1 vol. 

Science and Crime; and 

Science and Poetry, with other Essays. 
Br Andrew Wilson, F. B. S. E. 

2 books in 1 vol. . 
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HUMBOLDT LIBRARY (Continued). 
Current Discussions in Science; and 
Scientific Aspect of Some Familiar 


Things. By W. M. Williams, F. C S. 
2 books in 1 vl. CAES 
The Black Death. An Account of the 
Great Pestilence of the 14th Century; and 
The Dancing Mania of the Midd!e Ages, 
= By J. F. C. Hecker. M D. 2 books in 1 vol. 
The Naturalist on the River Amazon, 
A Record of Adventurer, Habits of 
Animals, Sketches of Braziliap and Indian 
Life and Aspects of Nature Under the 
Equator, during Eleven Years of Travel, 
by Henry Walter Bates. F. L. S., Aegis. Sec, 
n o gee Geographical Society of 
& . . - 5 . . 2 — 
The Rise and Early Constitutionof Uni- 
versities, with a Survey of Medieval 
Education. By S. 8. Laurie, L L.D., 
Professor of the Institutes and History f 
Education in the University of Edinburgh. 
The Religions of the Ancient World, 
including Egypt, Assyria and Babylonia, 
Persia, India, Phonicia, Etruria, Greece, 
me. By George Rawlinson, M.A., 
Qamden Professor of Ancient History, 
Oxford, ond Canon of Oanterbury, au- 
thor of The Origin of Nations,“ The 
Five Great Monarchies,” etc, . . o 
Fetichism ; A Contribution to Anthro- 
pology and the History of Religion. By 
Fritz Schultze. Translated from the 
German by J. Fitzgerald, MA. 
Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. 
By W. Stanley Jevons, M.A., F. R.., Pro- 
fessor of Logic and Political Economy in 
the Owens College. Manchester. 
On the Study of Words. By Richar 
Qhenpvix Trench, D.D., Archbishop of 
n. . . . . * . . ° 
The Dawn of History: An Introduction 
to Pre-Historic Study. Edited by C. 
F. Keary, M.A. of the British Museum. 
Geological Sketehes at Home and 
Abroad. By Archibald Geikie, LL.D., 
F. R. S, Director-General of the Geological 
Surveys of Great Britain and Ireland. . 
XHusions: A Psychological Study. By 
James Bully, Author of “Sensation and 
Intuition,” “ Pessimism,” eto. s . 
The Pleasures of Life. (Parts I. and II.) 
By Sir John Lubbock, Bart, 2 parts in 1. 
English Past and Present. ‘Tarts I. 
and IL) By Richard Chenevix Trench. 
2 parts in 1, Complete. 33 
The Story of Creation. A Plain Account 
of Evolution. By Edward Clodd, F. R. A. S. 
Over 8) Ilus. . . uw reu ta 
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1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............ 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 

Underwood. . . 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison..... 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall. 

10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin... 

11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin. 50 

12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait.. 25 

13 Essay on Miracles. David Hume........... 1 

14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 

15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? 

Charles Bradlaugh............. 4. eene 
i6 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 

17 Logic of Life. Deduced from the Principle 

of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 

18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 

19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 

20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 

Wm. Pitt, Austin Holyoake.......... . 

21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts. 

22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts. 

23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts. . 

24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 

25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 

26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 

on Civilization. ‘Chas. Watts 

28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 

vers9? Austin Holyoake . . 

30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 
31 Has Mana Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 
39 Labor's Prayer. Charies Bradlaugh 

40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 

42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 
44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 

* Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 

41 Povefty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 

dition cf the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 


MANNA SERIES. 

1 Original Manna for God's chosen. 
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10 A Few Words about the Devil................ 
11 New Life of Jacob. 
12 Daniel, the Dreamet. 
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14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H.... 10 
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bor distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 


ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
eic. Toallow much to be done iu this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollar's worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’. worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. Bennett... 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood.. 
35 Moving the Ark. Bennett... . 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. V. Z. . 
89 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate, Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers........... Ss 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett. . 
68 Prophecies. Underwood . 
62 The Jews and their God... 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers. . 
64 Ills we Endure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J. S. Lyon.......... 
71 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman....... 
13 Foundations. John Syphers........ 
44 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett.. 
75 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett.. 
76 Reply to E, F. Brown. Bennett.... : 
77 The Fear of Death. P. M. Bennett. 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett. 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A. G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps..... 
89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson.. 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates. ......... 
91 Our Ideas of God. B. F. Underwood... 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper.... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers 
97 Special Providences. . W. S. Bell.. 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker.............. 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday. 
202 The Old Religion and New.  Bell......... 
204 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro. 
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107 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown. . 


r 
110 Invocation to the Universe. % Bennett... 1 
111 Reply to Scientific American, Bennett... 1 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev.M.J.Savage.. 2 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett........... 2 
714 Where Was Jesus Bom? S. H 1 
15 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett. . . 2 
216 The Sunday Question. Bennett. . .. 2 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston. . . 3 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard. e. 0 


120 The New Age. W. S. Bell... ... L 
E 2 


122 World's Great Religions. Bennett... . . . . 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and Ob- 
20/2 HD LO 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. 10 
125 German Liberalism.’ Neymann........... 2 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
der wood... . . .. nonno - 
130 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford.. 
134 Talks with the Evangelists........... 
C. L. James 
138 Science of the Bible. John Jasper.. 
140 Astro-Theology . . . 
41 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher...... " 
242 Synopsis of All Religions, Saxon.. 
248 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins. 
248 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.. 
149 Age of Shams . . . 
145-1f You Take Away my Religion? Whats 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakeman . v . . d 
251 What is the Bible? M. W. H... 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas.. 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway. 
255 Co-operation Society’s Redeemer. 
256 Free Speech & Free Press, Shelley........ 


m 
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159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
260 Sabbath Observance. Coleman. 
161 Protestant Persecutions . . . 
362 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Stree 

Jail. Bennett. . . . . . 
164 Bible Impeached, Chapman . 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES, 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Els- 

burg, M. D. . . 

2 Evolution: Homoge~eous to Heteroge- 

neous, Underwood . 

4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin. 

5 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M. 

6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 

7 Death.. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.......... 

8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.......... 

9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 2 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 

Lectures. q . . . . . 10 

11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 10 

12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 

R. 8. Brigham, M. D. . . . . 

18 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 

Modern Symposium. . .. . . .. . . 10 


See note at head of column, ` 
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LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
i | THE WORLD. | 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


E. M. MACDONALD, Eprror. . . 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 TEE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 
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JULIET H. SEVERANCE. ` 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 
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SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER’S “Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 

The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties. 

Sf you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. ` 


THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religious observances. 


It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of church properly. It is uncompromisingly 


opvosed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS, 


By G. W. FOOTE. 


“IDLE TALES OF DYING 
HORRORS." 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Contains a Sketch of the Life and Death of 
Bruno, Buckle, Comte, Helvetius, Hugo, Hume, 
Owen, Paine, Strauss, Volney, Voltaire, and 
nearly ninety other prominent Freethinkers. 


Paper. Price, 25 cents. Address this office. 


Science in Plain Language, 


I. EVOLUTION, ANTIQTITY, BacTEBIA, Ero. 
Wiliam Durham, F. RS E. 


II. AstRovcmy, Sun. Moon, Stars, Etc. By Will- 


iam Durham, F.R 8. 


These handy series of volumes on science—of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply a popular nsed. 

The price of each ig 50 cents in cloth. 

Address THE TRUTH 8EEKEB OO. 


. DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass, says 


My Medical Discovery seldom takes hold 
of two people alike! Why? Because no 
two people have the same weak 
spot. Beginning at the stomach it goes 
searching through the body for any hidden 
humor. Nine times out of ten, inward 
humor makes the weak spot. Perhaps 
it’s only a little sediment left on a nerve or in 
a gland; the Medical Discovery slides it 
right slong, and you find quick happiness 
from the first bottle. Perhaps it's a big sedi- 
ment or open sore, well settled somewhere, 
ready to fight. The Medical Discovery 
begins the fight, and you think it pretty 


By 


‘| hard, but soon you thank me for making 


something that has reached your weak spot. 
Write me if you want to know more about it. 


The Candle 


From Under the 
Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And fag the Consideration of Others. 


Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - — — 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WETTSTEIN’S 


WORLD-RENOWNED WATCHES, 


Best grades American Stem-winders : In silver- 
ine cases, 7 jewels, $7.50; 9 jewels, $8; 11 jowels, $9; 
15 jewels, $10; do. adjusted, $16. In 3 ounce coin 
silver cases, $3.50 more; 4 ounce, $4.50, and 5 
ounce, $6 more In dest filled gold cased, open 
face, dust proof, 7 jewels, $16; 9 jowels, $16 50; 11 
jewels, $17 50; 15 jewels, 518.50: do. adjusted, 
$24.50. Hunting, $22; 322 70; $23; $24; $30. 
Ladies’, same quality,7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
$18 50; 15 jewels: $ 5. 
more. The famous, 


New Model Otto Wettstein '" Watch, 


16 jewels and all modern improvements, $3 
more than above adjusted watches. No watch 
in the world competes with it, Finer watches up 
to $200. all such prepaid, guaranteed 1 year, and 
cash refunded if not satisfactory. All filled gold 
cases warranted by manufacturera 20 years, 
Beware of New York Worid's 10 karat and spurious 
cases. Watches cleaned, vest work, $1;,8pringB, 
$1, etc., and returned free. 


“ FSTABLISHED 1857. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN. Rochelle. IH. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Addr. Ss to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


| Before the Senate and Assembly of New 


York. 
With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. f 
Price, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


GENTS WANTED en c i var ae, 


SAMPLE 
opportunity. Geo. A. Scott, $42 Broadway, N. We 
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AT THINE OWN HOME. 

Send 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
specialist, for his“ Private Counselor ”—a valna- 
ble book for young and middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of yonthíul follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It sets forth an External Appii- 
cation—A POSITIVE OURE: as it matters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy ana permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 


d . 
venere n, 
mulli f. gnus 
D a ut Aae. 


A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 
press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment; and deserves patronage,—Fresthought. 


14 karat solid gold, 310 F 


| uted free. 
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Liberal Meeting. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


———————[vu.ä—5ů̃̃ ͤ——kvʒ!d g—t — ——24—ʃ' 
The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o’clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect. 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
St, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
. Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7.30. Lecturer, debates, and discus- 
sions on all imporíant secular subjects. reg- 
iet. Hengy Bp; Secretary, Cona BELLE 
LAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
Routh 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D.. at 3 P. M., every 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat- 
form free. Charles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:80 P. M, for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson handatoheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M. at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 


‘Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Nun- 
days of eaoh month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Tax TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. BurrH, Cor. Bec. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday ovoning at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall. Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Horalists, No. 203, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 p.m. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Oor. Sec. 


Tho Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P. M., at 412 Nicollet 
ayo. Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.Macompen,Pres.; Lenoy BERRIER, Bec. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
lynn Block. S.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 


Soclety 
Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P M. in the publio 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
Uros, songa, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
FRANK Morse, Cor. Bec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
. eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr'g 

Hall. Everybodv invited, Mns. R. M. BEBRA, 

Pres.: J. H. MoWILLIAmS, Rec. Bec. 


The Walla Walla Lib:ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 P.M. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 


cience Leotures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.: A.W. OALDER: Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lactnres, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all, Our motto. 
Universal Mental Liberty.” D. E. Rice, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OnannES SHEA, Sec. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 P.M. in Grand Army 
Hall. Leotures, discussions, readings, poems, 
musicand songs. A cordial invitation 18 extended 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited. J. L. TREUTHART, President. 
WILL B. ANDRES, Secretary. 


TRY-SQUARE: 


OR 
The Chureh of Practical Religion. 
.BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
hig pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily anderstood. There is Just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brough 


ind. 
to Bir "For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 
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Hews of the Week. 


Saves agents of the CHurch Missionary 
Bociety of England along the Niger hav. been 
deposed on serious charges. 


Ar Cincinnati, between March 10th and 
20th, the Farmers“ Alliance, Knights of 
Labor, etc., will form a national political 
third party. 


Banorort, the histo- 
rian, died on the 17th, 
aged ninety-one. 


Tae late session of the 
Colorado legislature was 
disgraced by turbulence 
and bloodshed. 


Is Blount county, Ala., 
two proselyting Mor- 
mon elders hav been 
whipped and expelled. 


THERE are revolution. 
ary disturbances in Chili 
and the Argentine Re- 
public, and riots in 
Brazil. 


Rey. A. Gokdk, of 
Leeds, N. Y., has been 
arrested for betrayal of 
his stepdaughter, which 
resulted in her death. 


Ar St. John’s church, 
Philadelphia, the other 
Sundsy, at the close of 
mass John Carrigan con- 
tinued kneeling and was 
found to be dead. 


Ss xony is disturbed by 
a religious band headed 
by Hans Wurzel, who 
claims to be Moses’s guc- 
cessor. Eighteen mem. 
bers hav been imprisoned 
for rioting. 


i i saga 
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ExdLAND has referred 
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AND REFORMERS.’ 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
»* Bkoption Innovators, Founders of. 


Teieti ht, E t8 
w Schools o 0 minent Scien. 
` tistg, eto. (who Wero not Ohristiang), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather. $4; Mor., g. e., $4.50, 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
` 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


|. THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 24, 1891, 
WOBLD'S SAGES, THINKERS| GODS AND RELICIONS| 


DNE or B 
|ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES| - 
Vol. I. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, ini 


cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Gh i 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin. Mary, and tha Bible” 
8vo,88bpp. Vol. II. Desoribes Fully ali 
the Religious Systems of the Worid. 
8vo,957pp. Oloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Gems of ö Thong ht. l 


; | Szura, hearing, feeling, are miraéles, and 


each part and tag of me is a miracle. 


: | Divine am F inside and out, and I make holy 


whatever I touch or am touched .from. 


This head more than churches, Bibles, and 
all the creeds. — Wait Whitman. 


I REMEMBER the walk 


the sealing dispute to the 


United States Supreme 


Court. This is unprec. 
edented, and some think 
it a discourtesy to our 
diplomatic service. The 
court will reject the mat- 


And he cast stones at David, and at all the servant 
were on his right hand and on his left.—2 Sam. xyi, 6. 


SHIMEI FLINGETH 


ter ag out of its sphere. 


M ES SSSA 


to Asneburnskis very 
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ROCKS AT DAVID. 


Tax pope bas remonstrated with Russia 
for persecuting Roman Catholics, and closing 
their churches at Vilna. 


Dr. SoHLozzB, the representativ of Ger- 
many at the Vatican, has informed the pope 
that his country will readmit all religious 
orders but Jesuits. 


Taz Sioux hav entered the agency and 
submitted. They hav pretended to surren- 
der their weapons, but hav kept the good 
ones, and the general may disarm them by 
force. i | 


Tog new president of the republic of 
Costa Rica, Central America, has agreed with 
the bishop on the payment by the state of a 
sum for salaries of religious teachers in the 
schools. — 


Tur Russian imperial committee on peti- 
tions has refused to receive, and returned to 
London, the petition for mercy to Jews which 
was addressed to the czar by the public meet- 
ing at Guildhall. | 


Tue pope has authorized Premier Mercier 
of Quebec to hav the Blessed Sacrament re- 
served in a tabernacle at his private resi- 
dence." Mercier has built a sumptuous 
chapel for the purpose. 


Tue bill for federal supervision of national 
elections, called by Democrats the force 
bill,” caused an all-night session of Congress 
on the 17th, and still is unsettled. Demo- 
crats threaten trouble if it is passed. 


Mzraopist missionaries at the Caroline 
islands desire our secretary of state to ask of 
Spain reparation for injuries to them. On 
the other hand, the Spanish authorities of the 
islands complain that the Methodists hav re- 
peatedly stirred up the natives against govern- 
ment, from jealousy of the Catholic church. 


A CaTBOLIO journal which favors temper- 
auce deplored that in a committee lately ap- 
pointed by liquor-dealers to look after saloon 
interests in the state, twenty-four members 
in forty-four were Catholics. Now, at seeing 
that the twelve liquor-dealers on the newly 
elected board of aldermen of New York are 
Catholic almost to a man, it laments, ‘‘ What 
a showing for the great Catholic body of the 
greatest city on the continent !” 


Mexioan patriots continue to demand the 
expulsion of foreign-born priests, urging that 
the church has been the most deadly enemy 
of republican ideas and measures in Mexico; 
that it invited the Austrian emperor Maxi. 
milian to usurp the Mexican government and 
supported the infamous decree that everyone 
resisting be shot wherever found as a traitor; 
and that it has just imported foreign priests, 
chiefly Spaniards, believed to be disguised 
Jesuits, whose coming is inexplicable on 
any reasonable or worthy ground,” and who 
“go through the country fleecing the people, 
and preaching against the reform laws and 
instigating the people to disobey them.” 
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$ THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


The shame itself doth call for. instant 
remedy.” 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths. on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
\ 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT, G. INGERSOLL, 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’ magnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Ohristian 
churches and Young Men's 
Christian Associa- 

ion, . 


By Bion. B. WESTBROOE, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


FANCY POULTRY 10 VARIETIES, Ten years 
experience, Price List Free. Nocatalogue. 
P Pigeons—Blue, Fans and Red Jackobins. 
J. I. MOCK, 12478. HIGH ST. ,COLUMBUS d. 
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well—a fit place to go on 
a Sunday; one of the 
true temples of the earth. 
A temple, you know, was 
anciently “ an open place 
without a roof,” whose 
walls served merely to 
shut out the world and 
direct the mind toward 
heaven; but a modern 
meeting-house shuts out 
the heavens, while it 
crowds the world into 
still closer quarters. Best 
of all it is when, as ona 
mountain-top, you hav 
for all walls your own 
elevation and deeps of 
surrounding ether. The 
partridge-berries, 
watered with mountain 
dews; which are gathered 
there, are more memora- 
ble to me than the words 
which I last heard from 
the pulpit at least; and 
for my part I would 
rather look toward Rut- 
land than Jerusalem. 
Rutland—modern town, 
land of ruts, trivial and 
worn, not too sacred— 
with no. holy sepulcher, 
but profane green fields, 
and dusty roads, and op. 
portunity to liv as holy a 
life as you can—where 
the sacredness, if there is 
any, is all in yourself and 
not in the  place.— 
Thoreau, 
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s of king David, and all the people and all the mighty men 


TEE foundations of our 
civilization were laid 
centuries before Chris- 

tianity was known. The intelligence of 
courage, of self-government, of energy, of in- 
dustry, that uniting made the civilization of 
this century, did not come alone from Judea, 
but from every nation of the ancient world. 
—JIngersoll. 


ANTIQUITY, it must be allowed, whether as 
regards politics, philosophy, or literature, 
was greatly superior to the Europe of the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries.— Guizot. 


THE savage beasts are not more formidable 
to men than the Christians are to each other 
when they are divided by creed and opinion. 
— Emperor Julian. 


Rexieion has filled Great Britain with war. 
The history of the Catholics, of the Episco- 
palians, of Cromwell—all the burnings, the 
maimings, the brandings, the imprisonments, 
the confiscations, the civil wars, the bigotry, 
the crime—show conclusivly that Great 
Britain has enjoyed to the full the blessings 
of our most holy religion. Ingersoll. 


RzL1G10Us controversies hav often dislo- 
cated the social system, hav presented an in- 
superable obstacle to the fusion of the differ- 
ent elements of a nation, hav produced long 
and sanguinary wars, and hav diverted a 
large proportion of intellect and energy from 
enterprises that are conduciv to the welfare 
of society.—Lecky. 


e ~ 2 2 
To the World's Columbian Exposition Commission: 
Learning that there is an organized movement among the more conservative church people —manipulated by a 
“Sabbath organization to induce your honorable body to close on Sundays the World's Fair, to be held in 1893 in 
Ohicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the public on 


each Sunday of its continuance. 


We ask this for the following reasons: 


1, That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 
subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 
resort when no moral amusements are available. : E - 

3. As a matter of justice also to the people of Ohicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible, 
tens of thousands of whom can visit the X'air only on a general holiday; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 
the Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are entitled to great consideration at your hands. 

4. For the publie good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 
do so; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. This is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 

5. It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 


2. That public morality may be 


receipts. 


6 To the objection that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 


would be exactly the opposite. 


The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the more noble and varied in 


its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change its character, the less danger there is that employers 


will ever have the power to transfer it from its present position to the days of toil. 


With choice of Sunday occupation 


restricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. 
7. Finally: Opening the World's Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 
benefit the F'air itself, the people of Chicago, and the visitors to thé Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 


individual education, public morality, and the development and good of the whole country. 


Name. 


| Town. 


| State. 
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‘ $ s Prussian school officials hav administered | teachers encourage directly and indirectly; THERE is a deep-felt agitation among the 
Hote 5 and E lippings. this sharp reproof to the Jew-baiting teachers|this sort of abuse. Such behavior on Mohammedans of the 92871 dominions on 
: : in Cassel: “It has come to the notice of|the part of the teachers is most thoroughly | nection with what they class as being an un- 

Now that he has exposed himself so thor- the government that many gentile school-|condemned and must cease. Teachers must warranted interference with the Koran. 
oughly, says the Sun, Father Ignatius should ! children ridicule their Israelitish comrades also punish children guilty of the indecency Some time ago, Councillor Smirnoff, of the 
be dismissed as a mountebank and nuisance. | 88 well as adult Israelites, and that many in question.” official press censorship bureau, issued an 


TER following interest- seg ata 125 
ing item of news appeared teen verses from the 
in the Sun, of this city, Koran. Soon after the l 
on January 24*h: About ; 


E order was issued there 
three hundred circulars al “Encourage fi ree was much excitement 
were received yesterday 


: 5 A Schools, and resolve created by the manner in 
Brooklyn Spiritual Asso- t/a not one dollar ] which the order was re- 
. zi arded in the mosques. 
- ropriated for = & 
ciation, The same soci Ap ) 7d P .. The agitation is gradu- 
8 VU 
1 8 be appropriated to {central Asia, and the 
n big letters, Madam E . Moslem preachers are 
Dis De Fake,” in which ‘the support of any ^5 


now  energeticaly  de- 
many -members of the sectarian schools.” i nouncing the action of 
association were carica- ‘ 


ee carl = Gen. li. 5. Grau: Russia in this matter. 
M r 85 3 The emir of Bokara and 
i8 origin to the khan of Khiva, it is 
the Anti-Fraud Society, announced, will ' gend 
a8 the circular itself dele 
gates to the czar 
avere. It begins as fol- asking him to restore to 
ows: “Free-lovers, 


the Koran the thirteen 

P Bore verses which hav been 
u r yn 8 

Spiritual meetings. The N 
Anti-Fraud Society is de- 
termined to expose and 
hold up to ridicule the ~ 
contemptible impostors 
called public mediums, 
and the fools who are 
duped by them. Also 
the free-lovers, who, by 
their presence at public 
meetings, keep respect- 
able people away. All 
persons of good character 
desiring to join the 
Anti-Fraud Society are 
requested to notify the 
secretary.“ An address 
to the Spiritualists of 
Brooklyn follows in these 
words: In our next cir- 
cular we will giv the 
names, addresses, etc., 
of the free-lovers who 
attend the various Spirit- 
ual meetings in Brooklyn. 
At the present time we 
are in possession of 
names, dates, important 
facts, etc., in the case of 
thirty-two persons, and 
we want to get more 
information. If you are 
in sympathy with this 
movement and know of 
any persons whose names 
should appear in our 
next circular, please fill 
in the following form 
and return to us. We 
intend to make it hot for 
free-lovers and medium- 
istic liars and tricksters.” 
In the form at the bottom 
of the circular there are 
vacant spaces to be filled 
with the name and ad- 
dress of any married 
woman whom the signer 
can ** positivly state“ to — W & 
be maintaining question- * — 


able relations with 4 TRYING TO KEEP THE SECTARIAN WOLF OUT OF OURS 


gaid to be procurable in 

mus ab us piis i the neighborhood of the 
to be given. The blanks, when filled out, | Rankin, Methodist, of Kansas City, referred bidden to hold real estate in all the dominions dungeon against the bars of which 5 
are directed to be sent to Thomas B. Kel- to a sermon of Rev. J. E. Roberts, Unitarian, lof the czar in Europe and in Asia; Jewish | King is chafing. _ Missionaries are : dm 
say at the general delivery of the Brooklyn ` as “ musty utterances of that blondined type craftsmen will not be allowed to settle either And Vermont SHOTA e alB 
post-office. The circular concludes as fol. of Christianity and “old rat-eaten litera- in the capitals (Bt. Petersburg and Moscow) thirsty.— Commercial Advertiser. 
lows: “We hope enough additional in- ture.“ Dr. Roberts was present, and it was ' or in any of the large cities of the empire. Mes. Anna C. Farr and her monn a 
formation will be sent in to make our next! thought by some of the congregation that he lawyers at Boston, and hav pnan i e 
circular interesting.” would wait outside and administer a thrashing| T reason why clergymen liv to be seventy | state legislature to change the law forb a ; 
to Rankin, but he didn't. years of age on the average, says the Herald, contracts between man and wife. As e 

Lovx and charity are none too common ele- | : is that they hav an annual attack of bron-|law now stands the couple rid 1 
ments among Christian teachers, observes, ACCORDING to the new laws to be promul- chitis, which can only be cured by a tour] partners, and they desire to tackle 
the orld. On a recent Sunday Rev, G. C. gated, says JVovoyà Vremya, Jews will be for- through Europe—expenses paid. clients in company. 
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We called attention 
recently to the case of 
Adventist King, who has 
been sent to jail down in 
Tennessee for the crime 
of keeping holy the 
seventh day of the week 
instead of the first. And 
for the term of his natural 
life, apparently. For he 
was sent to prison on his 
refusal to pay a fine. 
That fine must be paid, 
and King won't pay it. 
So there he is, till, in the 
rustic vigor of Tennessee 
English, the cows come 
home. In Vermont, on 
the contrary, jurispru- 
dence is not so inexora- 
ble. One George F. Kib- 
ling, of Norwich, has 
been convicted of selling 
the incredible number of 
geven hundred and fifteen 
drinks to Vermoxters in 
defiance of law. But 
while Tennessee  con- 
demns a Tennesseean to 
an eternal dungeon for a 
merely cranky interpre- 
tation of a text of holy 
writ, Vermont has pity 
on a Vermonter whose 
sins number more than 
seventy times seven. 
Not for life does she in- 
carcerate the wicked 
Kibling for selling seven 
hundred and fifteen 
drinks. He will hav to 
polish marble for sixty- 
one years seven months 
and twenty days only. 
Tennessee is a good field 
for Vermont  mission- 
aries. The only trouble 
is that very seductiv 
brands of whisky are 
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` Cammunications. 


The Union of Church and State.* 


We hav assembled here to-day to congratulate 
each other, our country, and mankind, upon the ad- 
vanes that has been made in the cause of human 
liberty. We are here to giv a new impulse to that 
great progressiv movement, the object of which is 
to bring the human race out from the dark shadows 
of ignorance, of falsehood and superstition, into the 
glorious light of science, of truth, and of intellectual 
freedom. 

Think of the long night of spiritual darkness 
which enveloped the earth as with a thick cloud for 
more than a thousand years, relieved only by the 
pala luster of a faw stars here and there, which 
served only to make the darkness when they disap- 
peared still more appalling. 

Over three hundred years ago the day began to 
dawa. The change has been attributed to the Prot- 
estant Reformation. Raligious writers are quite 
incliced to claim, in some way, for religion all the 
good that has ever appeared upon the earth. For 
instanoe, in the ease of the Sandwich islands, they 
claim noi only to hav converted and civilized the 
nativs—a civilization, by the way, which came very 
near resulting in their extermination—but they make 
Special claim to having turned them from idolatry. 
I had ceossion to investigate that question while I 
was spending a winter there eighteen years ago, and 
found that the people, the chiefs taking the lead, had 
besome infidel to their own religion, and had de- 
stroyed their idols, before the missionaries set foot 
upon the islands. 

Equally bsseless is the claim that to the Protest- 
ant Reformation we owe the enlightenment of the 
laa‘ three centuries. Thecause lay deeper than that. 
While Lather was protesting against the abuses of 
Ostholieism, others were protesting against Catholi- 
cism itself, while still others—and these were the 
most far-seeing and the noblest of all—were protest- 
ing against the whole system of which Oatholicism 
was the most manifest exponent. There were 
three strata of Protestants; one on the surface, one 


intermediate, and the other underneath. It was the- 


third stratum, those who planted themselvs upon 
fundamental and eternal principles, who struck the 
light which has illumined the world. 

But while much has been accomplished, very much 
remains to be done. . While thousands hav come out 
into the light of day, tens of thousands remain in 
the twilight. There is hope for them, because they 
are in a sort of purgatory. Others are in the condi- 
tion of Biagio de Ossena, in Michael Angelo's great 
painting of “The Last Judgment." Biagio was 
master of ceremonies to the pope, and Vasari relates 
that while the artist was at work upon the painting, 
Biagio objected to the nakedness of the figures, de- 
elaring them indecent. He seems to hav been a sort 
of Anthony Comstock, Wauamaker man. Michael 
Angelo, to punish him for this and other annoyances, 
plased him, in the painting, in hell, among the 
damned. There he was in one corner, as natural as 
life, his head sticking out and his body enveloped in 
flames. Biagio begged the pope, Paul III., to hav 
the caricature effaced. But the pope refused to 
interfere. He told Biagio that if the artist had 
placed him in purgatory he could hav got him out, 
but from hell there was no redemption. 

So there is hope for those who are in the half-way 
house between truth and error—our Universalist and 
Uaitarian brethren, for instance. I mean, of course, 
the hardshell U nitarians—they are the ones who are 
partly in the dark. There is hopa for these classes. 
They ean be got out. But for those who are bound 
hand and foot in the shackles of bigotry and super- 
stition and who hug their chains—for them there is 
no redemption. 

We are assembled here to-day to continue the 
protests of the third stratum. 

Wa are here to protest against the half million of 
dollars which was paid last year for the support of 
sectarian schools from the treasury of the United 
States. The money was expended under the direc- 
tion of the commissioner of Indian affairs. A protest 
eame from New York, and was read in the Senate by 
Senator Jones of Arkansas. It looked very well 
upon its face, but when the facts came to be exam- 
ined it was found to be not what it professed to be, 
a protest against the use of the money for such pur- 
poses, but a protest because the Catholics had had 
more than their share of the public plunder. While 
the Catholics had received $356,000, the Protestants 
had had only a little over $200,000. Hense those 
tears. The Protestant portion of the plunder was 
skilfully concealed or smoothed over, while the 
Oatholic part was paraded as though that was the 
only expenditure for sectarian purposes. Oould 
effrontery go further? The daughter trying to 
crowd her mother out of the public treasury. 

We are here to protest against the exemption of 
mora than two thousand millions of church property 


* A lecture delivered at the American Secular Union Con- 
gress at Portsmouth; O. 
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from taxation. Let those who want churches and 
church lots pay the taxes on them. Why should 
they remain exempt, and thus sn increased burder 
be thrown upon the shoulders of those who hav no 
use for churches? Let those who still wish to dance 
to the old religious tunes, be made to pay the fiddler. 

We are here to protest against all attempts to 
bring about a cnion of church and state. 

We are satisfied with the Constitution as our 
fathers made it; with the declaration that Con- 
gress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” 

There are those who are not satisfied with this, 
the most beneficent and admirable provision of our 
fundamental law, and who are working to establish a 
different national policy through an amendment to 
the Oonstitution. They are the self-constituted re- 
ligious guardians of the people. In proportion as 
they are losing their ir fluence over the judgment and 
the moral sense of the masses, to the same extent 
are they itching to get control of the temporal power. 
Conscious of their inability to cope with their oppo- 
nents on the field of argument, they wish to put 
them down by the strong arm of the law; to dis- 
franchise them; to drivé them out of the country. 
An exponent of the National Reform religion, writing 
in the Christian Statesman, Nov. 1, 1883, said: 

What effect would the adoption of the Christian Amend- 
ment, together with the proposed changes in the Constitu- 
tion, hav upon those who deny that God is the sovereign, 
Christ the ruler, and the Bible the law? This brings up the 
conscience question at once. . The classes who 
would object are, as Taz Trura Seger has said, Jews, In- 
fidels, Atheists, and others. These classes are perfectly 
satisfied with the Constitution as it is. How would they 
stand toward it if it recognized the authority of our Lord 
Jesus Christ? To be perfectly plain, I believe that the exist- 
ence of a Christian Constitution would disfranchise every 
logically consistent Infidel. 

In the Statesman of Feb. 21, 1884, Mr. J. C. K. 
Milligan, writing upon the same subject, said: “ The 
worst result will be to disfranchise tnem.” 

Those who are endeavoring to establish a national 
religion do not admit that they are working for a 
union of church and state, but at the same time they 
advocate the supremacy of the church over the state. 
They avow their purpose to bring the whole land 
under the coerciv control of a religion the principles 
of which would hav to be authoritativly determined. 

This is the kind of union of church and state they 
are trying to bring about. Not such a union as has 
existed in England and in other couniries for so many 
years, in which the state is supreme over the church, 
but a union wherein the church is to be superior to 
the state. The supremacy of the state over the 
church is bad enough, but from the supremacy of the 
church over the state, good Lord deliver us. 

President Seelye, of Amherst College, in an article 
published in the Forum, for July, 1886, entitled, 
“Should the State Teach Religion?” (a question 
which he answers in the sfürmstiv), after stating 
that religious instruction of a people is indispensable, 
and that the family would not and could not provide 
it, also that “the church is confessedly not doing 
this work, and unless you giv it the ubiquity and 
power of the state, the church neither will nor can 
do it,” said: 

The state should provide for instruction in the gospels for 
its own preservation; if the conscience of its subjects ap- 
prove, well; if not, the state will be cautious, but courage- 
ous also, and if it is wise, it will not falter. 

Subjects! We are free citizsns of the United 
States. We are not the “subjects” of any political, 
religious, or religio-political despotism. We are not 
the slaves of President Seelye, Sam Small, or any 
other petty priest. We are the cit z ns of a great, a 
free, and a glorious country. 

In a speech in Kansas City this Sam Small, a prom- 
inent worker in the movement, said: ' 

I want to see the day come when the church shall be the 
arbiter of all legislation, state, national, and municipal; 
when the great churches of the country can come together 
harmoniously and issue their edict, and the legislativ powers 
will respect it and enact it into laws. 

Church over state—the church above imperiously 
issuing its edict, the state beneath obsequiously put- 
ting that edict into the form of laws. 

In March, 1884, Rev. J. W. Foster, in the columns 
of the Christian Statesman, said : 

According to the scriptures, the state and its sphere exist 
for the sake of and to serve the interests of the church. 
fChurch over state again.] . The expenses of the 
church in carrying on her public aggressiv work, it meets 
in whole or in part out of the public treasury. 

What is this in fact but a union of church and 
state, except that the church instead of the state is 
to be in the ascendency ? ; 

The editor of the Statesman does not advocate 
union of church and state ; oh, no, but he says: 

It is the duty of the state, as such, to enter into alliance 
with the church of Christ, and to profess, adhere to, defend, 
and maintain the true religion. 

What is the spirit manifested by those engaged in 
this religious crusade against the Constitution ? 
Their hearts are filled with bitterness and hatred 
toward those who differ with them in opinion in re- 
ligious matters. They would fain strike them to the 
earth, as Peter was supposed to hav struck Ananias 
and Sapphira. 


1801. 


Rev. E B Graham, one of the vice-presidents of 
the National Roform Association, an organization 
whose special object is to secure an amendment to 
the Constitution, making Ohristianity the national 
religion, said in an address delivered at York, Nob., 
reported in the Christian Statesman of May 21, 
1885: i i 

If the opponents of the Bible do not like our government 
and its Christian features, let them go to some wild, desolate 
land; and in the name of the devil, and for the sake of the 
devil, subdue it, and set up a government of their own on 
Infidel and Atheistic ideas; and then if they.can stand it, 
stay there till they die. : 

There you hav it We cannot liv together. 
Therefore we, Infidels, Jews, Atheists, and “ others,” 
if we do not like the kind of government or the kind 
of Constitution which they intend to make, must be 
disfranchised and leave the country. If we cannot 
liv together, and if they don't like our government 
or our Constitution, why in the name of heaven don’t 
they leave the country themselves ? 

At Lake Side, O., in August, 1887, Dr. MeAllister 
said: ; 

Those who oppose this work now will discover, when the 
religious amendment is made to the Constitution, that if 
they do not see fit to fall in with the majority, they must 
abide the consequences, or seek some more Congenial clime. 


There it is sgain. Must leave the country. Fall 
in with the majority!’ We are with the majority 
now. And we intend to remain there. 

In my opinion—though I do not deny there may 
be some little danger—in my opinion not all the 
priests of Ohristendom can dragoon the American 
people into running the risk of bringing back the 
persecutions of past ages by incorporating any re- 
ligion into our Constitution or into our form of gov- 
ernment. ' 

In a speech in a convention of the same National 
Reform Association, held in New York, in February, 
1873, Rev. Jonathan Edwards, D.D., said: 

We want state and religion—and we are going to hav it. 
It shall be that so far as the affairs of state require religion, 
it shall be revealed religion, the religion of Jesus Christ. 
.. The Atheist is à dangerous man. . . . Tolerate 
Atheism, sir! There is nothing out of hell I would not tol- 
erate ag soon. . Atheism and Christianity are con- 


tradictory terms. They are incompatible systems. They 


cannot dwell together on the same continent. 

There it is agaiv. Must leave the country. Noth- 
ing else will do. No matter how well we behave, no 
matter how good citizens of the republic we may be, 
or how worthy members of society, it all goes for 
naught. We differ from them in opinion, and there- 
fore must leave the country. Banishment from the 
country is the punishment prescribed by the American 
Inquisition. . 

The spirit here exhibited is the same as that which 
left its footprints in the Blue laws of several of the 
American colonies. It is inherited from the In quisi- 
tion of the Middle Ages, and turns for its justification 
or excuse to the teachings of those who founded the 
Obristian religion. 

I mean Peter and Paul, and their coadjutors and 
successors. Peter, as the story goes, struck down 
dead Ananias and Sapphira for attempting to deceive 
the apostles, and many hav been put to death since 
that day for opposing those who claimed to be the 
successors of Peter. 

Paul said, If anyone preach any other gospel 
unto you than that ye hav received, let him be 
accursed.” Paul was a persecutor by temperament 
and practice. Before his conversion he had perse- 
cuted the Christians, making havoc of the church, 
entering into every house, haling men and women 
and committing them to prison, pursuing them re- 
lentlessly, even unto death. 

After his conversion, his nature was essentially the 
Same as before. “If any man love not the Lord 
Jesus Ohrist,” said he, “let him be anathema ma- 
ranatha. He pictures the Lord Jesus as taking 
vengeance” on those who obey not his gospel. 
Hymeneus ‘and Alexander, who had departed from 
the faith, he, Paul, had “delivered unto Satan.” 
Alexander the coppersmith had done him much evil, 
he said, and he asked the Lord to reward him accord- 
ing to his works. In other words, he wanted the 
Lord to help him to get his revenge on Alexander 
the coppersmith. It was & personal matter between 
him and Alexander, and he wanted the Lord on his 
side. 

He declared of those in the church who were un- 
ruly, and vain talkers and daceivers, that “their 
mouths must be stopped.” Now, there is one way 
to stop the mouth of a person who is determined to 
talk. But we sre not left to inference upon this 
subject, for in his epistle to the Galatians he expressly 
says he would they were even “cut off” who troubled 
them. 

The ministers would hav us. believe that Paul 
meant only that they should be eut off from the 
church. What then becomes of the word even?“ 
* Even out off;” as though it would be something 
dreadful. Besides, “he would” it could be done. 
Now, he could easily hav them cut off from the 
church. He had only to speak the word. But thia 
refers manifestly to something that he lacked the 
power to do. 
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Paul did not hav control of the temporal power. 
But when the church obtained control, then was 
done that which Paul would hav done if he had had 
the power. Then were they even cut off who troubled 

em. 

No Christian church or sect of any such church 
has ever failed to persecute when it had the power. 

_ And these people who are trying to change the Oon- 
stitution in the interest of religion are imbued with 
the spirit of persecution. They are religious bigots, 

We may as well call things by their right names. 
When I was in Paris six years ago I met an old 
friend and acquaintance who had the unfortunate 
habit of telling big stories, and making statements 
without sny regard to their conformity to truth. 
His stories and assertions were mostly of a harmless 
character, sometimes. made to illustrate his subject, 
sometimes merely for the edification of his compan- 
ions. As an example of the statements he would 
make: After we had visited one of the largest business 
buildings in Paris, while he was expatiating upon 
its immensity and its wonders, I asked him why they 
had no elevators in it. Hereplied that they had had 
nine elevators, but not being satisfied with them, 
they had taken them all out. The fact was, there 
never had been an elevator in the building. ‘Well, 
he had shown me about the city considerably, so I 
thought I would return the compliment, and took 
him with me to make a call upon Björnson, with 
whom I was well acquainted. My friend could not 
resist the temptation to indulge in some of his whop- 
pers for the entertainment of the celebrated poet 
and philosopher. Bjornson said nothing. The next 
time I called upon him I undertook to apologize for 
my friend by saying that I supposed he had told 
those stories so often that he had come to really bs- 
lieve them himself. No, he don’t,” said Björnson, 
“he is a liar" He believed in calling things by 

. their right names. . 

So in regard to these people who are making this 
onslaught upon the Constitution ; we might indulge 
in smooth phrases, and say they are full of religious 
zeal but err in judgment, eto., but we may as well 
come out in plain Anglo-Saxon, and say they are re- 
ligious bigots. ` P 

They are imbued with the spirit of the Inquisi- 
tion; and animated by that spirit, they can even 
coolly contemplate the contingency of a war to be 
waged for the establishment of the Christian relig- 
ion. Rav. M. A. Gault, in the Statesman of April 
1, 1886, said it cost us all our civil war to blot slav- 
. ery out of our Constitution, and it may cost us 
another war to blot out its Infidelity. 

In reference to this phase of the subjest, a timely 
warning was given by Mr. Abbott, editor of the Zn- 
dex, in a protest against the movement, which he 
was permitted to present at the national conven- 
tion of the National Reform Association, held in 
Cincinnati in 1872. He said: l 

I make no threat whatever, but I state a truth fixed as the 
hills when I say, that before you can carry this measure and 
.trample on the freedom of the people, you will hav to wade 
through seas of blood. Every man who favors it votes to 
precipitate the most frightful war of modern times: 

To accomplish their purpose, the fanatics who are 
engaged in this enterprise are willing to unite with 
those whom they and their ancestors hav been abus- 
ing for centuries—the Roman Catholies. 

* Whenever, said the Christian Statesman of 
Dae. 11, 1884, “they [the Roman Catholics] are will- 
ing to ecóperate in resisting the political progress of 
Atheism, we will gladly join hands with them.” 

Inu the Statesman of Aug. 31, 1881, Rev. Sylvester 
F. Scovel said: 

We may be subjected to some rebuffs in our first proffers, 
and the time has not yet come when the Roman church will 
consent to strike hands with other churches as such; but 
the time has come to make repeated advances,* and gladly to 
accept coóperation in any form in which they may be will- 
us to exhibit it. It is one of the necessities of the situa- 

on. 

Said Dr. A. A. Hodge, of Princeton, in an article 
in the Princeton Review, for January, 1887: 

All we hav to do is for Catholics and Protestants—disci- 
ples of a common master—to come to a common understand- 
ing with respect to a common basis of what is received as 
general Christianity; a practical quantity of truth belonging 
equally to both sides, to be recognized in general legislation, 
and especially in the literature and teaching of our public 

schools. . 

Said the Christian Union of Jan. 26, 1888: 

It is quite possible that the time may come when the real 
issue will be between the Theist and the Atheist. 
Whenever that time comes, the Protestant and the Catholic 
will stand side by side in a common defense of those com- 
mou beliefs which hav been their mutual possession these 
many centuries. 

At the Saratoga National Reform meeting, August 
‘15-17, 1887, & motion was adopted requesting the 


* Advances,” yes, advances, and“ repeated advances? 
to this lady of Babylon, whom they hav been calling such 
a naughty name for hundreds of years. 

No longer is “the woman drunken with the blood of the 
saints.” She is in her right mind, clothed in the garments of 
righteousness, and when the crusaders of the American 
National Religion look upon her, they wonder with great 
admiration.” 

The mystery of the woman is told. But ah, tell us the 
mystery of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven 
heads and ten horns.” 


E 


‘lately, the American Secular Union. 


National Reform Association to secure s basis of 
agreement with the Roman Catholic authorities. 
And these newly made friends hav since been work- 
ing together in Washington, to forward the religious 
legislation there pending. As the result of this 
combined Oatholico-Protestant movement, we, the 
Infidels, Atheists, and “ others,” who are satisfied 
with the Constitution as it is, are to be disfranchised 
and driven from the country. Even those who did 
the most in founding our government, would not, if 
living, be. permitted to participate in its blessings. 
Jefferson, Paine, Franklin, and many others, would 
hav to flee from the wrath to come. 

It is time the people arouse to a sense of the dan- 
ger which is menaced to their free institutions, and 
realize the attempt which is being made against their 
liberties. 

Some of the religious journals oppose the move- 
meni; among others, the ably conducted American 
Sentinel, published formerly at Oakland, Cal, now 
in New York city. This is the only paper published 
which I read from beginning to end. It is partly 
because it is so small, but principally because its 
articles are interesting and valuable, and exceedingly 
important. The only considerable national organiza- 
tion effactually making opposition has been, until 


But there is another lately formed, of which the 
veteran Freethinker, Matilda Joslyn Gage, stands 
at the head, “the Worman’s National Liberal 
Union,” and we hail it as a most valuable auxiliary. 
The women hav come fo the conclusion that they 
hav long enough made or raised the money to buy 
pulpit carpets and cushions for the ministers’ feet. 
They hav concluded that they will no longer be 
mere hewers of wood and drawers of water. All 
hail the day of their political and religious emanci- 
pation. 

The question of church and state is one which in- 
terests all classes. For no sooner will the Constitu- 
tion be placed under the control of the Christian 
religion by the combined forces of Protestants and 
Oatholics—and it can be done in no other way—than 
the question will immediately arise, which of the 
allied armies best represents the Christian religion ? 
The Catholies hav the older title, having themselvs 
made the Bible, and it may turn out that they will 
vindicate their right to control the Constitution. In 
that case those who originated the movement may 
find themselvs called upon to drink of the cup which 
they had prepared for the Atheists and Infidels. 

So far as we are concerned, it would be quite im- 
material which party should prevail. If the Oatho- 
lios, we would be done for at once; if the Protestants, 
we would be done for all the same, only not quite so 
soon. For, if the Protestants should prevail, the next 
question would be, which branch of them, or which 
denomination, or sect, or combination of sects, is best 
entitled to speak for the Ohristian religion, and there- 
fore best entitled to say what shall be taught in the 
publie schools under the amended Constitution ? 

The joint resolution introduced by Senator Blair, 
proposing his amendment, provides that 

Each state in this Union shall establish and maintain a 
system of free public schools adequate for the education of 
all the children living therein, between the ages of six and 
sixteen years, inclusiv, in the common branches of knowl- 


edge, and in virtue, morality, and the principles of the 
Christian religion. 


What are the principles of the Christian religion ? 


It may be difficult to say ; but it is sufficiently safe |. 


to assert that one of the principles of that religion is, 
persecution for opinion’s sake. It is taught in the 
Old Testament—it is taught in the New Testament 
—it is taught in the history of the church in all the 
guccessiv ages. 

It does not essentially detract from th» dangerous 
character of the proposed amendment, that the au- 
thor has the inconsistency to declare, in the first sec- 
tion, that No state shall ever make or maintain any 
law respecting an establishment of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise thereof.” This is a mere 
subterfuge. What more efficacious law respecting 
the establishment of a religion could its votaries de- 
sire, than an act requiring the principles or doctrins 
of that religion to be taught at the public expense ; 
thus compelling those who do not believe in such 
religion to pay for promulgating its doctrins to the 
youth of the country? 

The ecclesiastical power has already lost its hold 
upon the reason and conscience of the masses. This 
attempt to get control of the Constitution, is a des- 
perate effort to bring the sid of the civil power to the 
support of a lost cause.” 

The attempt should be met with a prompt and 
merited rebuke. Let church and state remain for- 
ever separate. Let us heed the maxims and warnings 
of the founders, the defenders, and the preservers of 
the republic—of Madison and Hamilton, of Wash- 
ington and Paine, of Jefferson, of Lincoln, and of 
Grant. Let not a spirit of persecution worthy only 
of the Middle Ages find sanction and encouragement 
under the stars aud stripes, which hav been dedi- 
cated to liberty. Let the Constitution remain what 
our fathers intended it to be, the common heritage of 
a great, a generous, and a free people. 

Portsmouth, O., Oak. 31, 1890. C. B. Warre. 


J. P. Mendum's Death. 


From the Boston Investigator. 
On the afternoon of January 10th, in his quiet 


home in Melrose Highlands, lay weary and sick unto 


death the attenuated form of J. P. Mendum. All 


that the kind ministrations of a loving family could 
do, every means that the allied skill of six medical 
practitioners could suggest, had been exhausted to 
prolong the life of this kind and useful man. But 
in vain. 
awaiting the fall of the curtain that should shut him 
away from the living forever. With a mind keenly 
observant. of his condition, he had for several weeks 
realized his approaching dissolution, and with cus- 
tomary thoughtfulness had busied himself since 
Ohristmas in arranging his affairs; in writing or 
dictating letters to distant loved ones, and in the 
bestowal of such gifts among those who were nearest 
and dearest to him as he thought would be useful 
and appreciated as a last remembrance from him who 
held them in esteem. 


There he lay, calmly, patiently, bravely 


About 4 o'clock Saturday afternoon he experienced 


what appeared to be a nervous shock. He roused 
from his couch and sank back exhausted. A change 
was at this time apparent to those who were with 
him, as it must hav been to him also, for turning to 
his eldest daughter, who had been since the first a 
most constant and loving attendant at his bedside, 
he said: “ Lydia, is this death ?” 


“ Yes, father, it is,” was her reply. 
He rested awhile propped upon his pillow, and 


then asked: “ Lydia, are you here ?" 


*t Yeg, father.” 


* Well, dear, do not leave me." And with that he 


again grew quiet. These were his last words, except, 
later in the evening in response to the nurse’s ques- 
tion if “the pain had left him," to reply, * Pretty 
much,” or to ask, in a voice now almost inarticulate, 
fora drink of water. 
failed him his strong mind held its seat, and he 
would by gestures indicate the desires his lips could 
no longer express. 


But long after speech had 


At 10 o'clock he rested quietly with closed eyelids, 


painless and apparently asleep, and thus he was at 


1:30 Sunday morning when his son, Ernest, left the 


room, with instructions to be ealled if any change 
transpired, or if his services should be again needed 
in the sickroom. He was rot summoned. His 
faithful services were never required again by that 
devoted father, for very gently and painlessly his 
breathing became more and more feeble, till, like the 
last sigh of a summer zephyr, it ceased entirely, and 
the loved and loving father, the kind and trusted 
friend, the wise counselor, the brave and valiant 
worker, who asked only what was right and struggled 
with all the strength of patient, enduring manhood 
to effect it, was at rest—asleep forever with the be- 
loved wife who had preceded him by some nineteen 
years—asleep with the philosophers and all the 
noble dead, whose example he had cherished, and 


whose memory it was his life’s work to honor—asleep 
with Voltaire, with Gibbon, with Volney, and with 
Paine—asleep with D'Holbaob, with Hume, with 
Darwin, and with Mill—associated in eternal rest 
with Phillips, with Garrison, with Martineau and 
Wright, and finally once again united by death most 
kind, after s brief interval of a year and a half, with 
his lifetime friend and fellow-worker, the sage and 
venerated Seaver. g 

His life was a high and noble one, full of years and 
duty well performed, bristling with difficulties and 
over rough and thorny pathways, which were all 
overcome and cleared by the bravery and determi- 
nation of this man, till at the end, as life sunk into a 
glorious pesce, he could inscribe upon his banner 
what, alas! so few of us can write—Success! . 

Yes, “Success,” above all words, should be his 
epitaph! He was successful in home life, successful 
in winning the esteem of his neighbors, successful in 
his association with his employees, successful in bus- 
iness, where for the last fifty years his word had 
been considered as good as his bond, successful in 
gaining the admiration and regard of the best of 
mankind—the thinkers of the world—and at the last, 
successful in the.sick-room, where his patient forti- 
tude, his wise forbearance and thoughtfulness for 
others, softened the hearis of physicians and nurse, 
till one and all came to love this good old man, and 
to mourn that a mind and heart so pure and true 
must go soon cease to be. . : 

He died loved, he died honored, he died at a time 
when his services were still required, and though old 
in years he died young in heart, leaving many friends, 
and can any life be more succegeful? The wealth of 
Indie, the fame of Napoleon, measures not the suc- 
cess that crowned his simple, brave, and honorable 
career. l 

— Mp.) — — 
The Picture Book, Cloth, $2.50; Boards, $2. 
f the Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 

Bock W having 0 a desire for a cloth binding for it, 
we hav arranged to satisfy the demand, and for an addi- 
tional fifty cents will send it in silk cloth, gold and back- 
lettering. Illuminated board covers, $2. In either style of 
binding it is the cheapest book for the money among ree- 
thought publications. It is also one of the very best. 


68 


he American Secular nion. 


Y R. B. WESTBROOK, President. 


OAR 
. B. WESTBROOK, President. x 
E B. FoorE. JB., Vice-President. 120 Lexington ave., New York city. 


Ipa . 
. O. M Treasurer. 3 
bent e BECRETARY, Ida C. Craddock, Broad and 


Secular Union Guarantee Fand of $5,000. 


Amount of pledges to December 29, 1890.... 
P. F. Spencer, Evansville, Wis. (paid). 


A. J. Wadlia, Greeley, Colo. (paid). 

John Price, Scappoose, Ore. (paid) 5 c0 
Henry Beichling, McAuley. Ida. (paid). . 5 00 
Ignace Glaser, Bastrop, La . . . nnn 3 00 
A friend in New York state (paid ))) . 1 00 
T. S. Frisbie, Hartford, Conn. (paid)... . 5 00 
A, Parlett Lloyd, Baltimore, Md. (conditional). . 50 00 


Total amount of pledges to Jan. 23, 1891. $795 00 
F. C. MxNpDE, Treasurer American Secular Union. 


(Per I. C. C.) 
Philadelphia, Jan. 26, 1891. 
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Let Us Hav Peace. 


Jealousy exists in the ranks of the American Sec- 
uler Union, and it is assuming a serious aspect. No 
close observer can deny this. The wailing. cries of 
** want-to-be leaders” confirm its existence, and arti- 
cles recently given in print furnish strong evidence 
of a jealous faction in the organization that are labor- 
ing in line with a “rule or ruin” policy. Evidently 
it crept in sometime ago. It commenced working 
devilment from the very start, assuming larger pro- 
portions as time passed on, until now it is practically 
raising hell. Brimstone is in the air. Certain 
satanic angels in human garb are spitting fire and 
flame. And it seems all this spitting is because the 
maj rity of the directors of the American Secular 
Union refused to appoint John R Charlesworth a 
* field” secretary. But this is merely a surface in- 
dication, and down underneath the scum and bubbles 
of the top lies the real cause, the root, if you please, 
of the evil that besets us. Just before the convening 
of the late congress I ran against this root, this real 
cause. It struck me then and there that for it to 
“ trail and twine about,” without a check, was danger- 
ous to our best-laid plans; I realized then and there 
that the congress for which my friends and myself 
had labored so hard, and which we had hoped would 
be the turning. point to harmony and success, would, 
to a great degree, on the contrary, present unpleasant 
things and feelings. I watched this real cause from 
the time I first discovered it until the close of the 
said congress, and the effacts it worked were damag- 
ing indeed. The only mistake of that congress was 
the allowing of this root to remain in Secular soil. 

. It is poison, and should be dug out, labeled such, 
and placed on the shelf of useless things. It is at 
present blossoming over the shoulders of Dr. Foote, 
Mr. Oharlesworth, and several editorial writers, and 
a few more blossoms like those of recent date will 
reduce the American Secular Union to a powerless, 
howling mob. Is this our desire? Do Secularists 
in general giv their assent to such acourse? I think 
not, and for that reason the national head should be 
maintained in digaity and respect, should be upheld 
and fortified, save only when constitutional rights 
and limitations are transcended. The casting of 
stones at him and the working members of his cab- 
inet because John R. Oharles worth has not been ap- 
pointed “field” secretary, is, I think, to say the 
least, entirely out of place, and uncalled for. Cast 
your eyes backward in the direction of the late con- 
greas. Pause with me for a moment at the point in 
the proceedings when the matter of field” secretary 
was called up. It was apparent that Mr. Charles- 
worth would like to be such official. Now, the con- 
gress could not appoint him to the place, for it had 
not that power. Neither could it nominate him, and 
it did not. What then did it do? Why, simply 
recommended him. And bear in mind, this was not 
done with the distinct understanding that he should 
hav the place, for final jurisdictior as to that rested 
with the board of directors, and a majority of them 
bav spoken against Charlesworth’s appointment. At 
the congress I was also recommended, but I with- 
drew my pame. Had I not done this the directors 
would hav had two express recommendations to deal. 
with instead of one, in addition to those by way ot 
implication ; that is to say, two expressly given by 
the congress, and others impliedly given in the nat- 
ure of things. There was only one field secretary to 
gelect, and Mr. Charlesworth and myself—had I 
allowed the recommendation extended me to remain 
in force—could not hav by any manner of twisting 
and parceling been made the field secretary. Two 
separate bodies, you know, cannot occupy one and 
the same place at the same time. Is it not obvious 
then that the arguments presented on behalf of Mr. 
Charlesworth to show he should not hav been re- 
jected are illogical? Is it not plain they rest on 


sandy foundations? And further thet they tend to 
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| tear down rather then build up? 


a few of the delegates to the late congress thought 
Charlesworth would ba made “field ” secretary, and 


the recommendation and unanimous vote thereto 
was of the complimentary order, such as is frequently 
given unfitted candidates on the first ballot in state 
I so regarded my recom- 
mendation, and acted accordingly. And what is 
-{more, I am not mad about it. 


and county conventions. 


peace in the ranks. Wut S. ANDRES 
Portsmouth, O. 
— nn —— 


Drifting, But Where To? 


The Sscularist who starts out with the laudable 


desire to arrive at the truth is sure to become observ- 


ant and critical; indeed, these qualities, arising from 
the exercise of a fearless judgment, enable him to 
enjoy the glorious privilege of being independent. 
The true Secularist, however, should not confine 
himself to criticising his opponents only, but should 
keenly and carefully scan the projects of his own 
party. Despite what has been said to the contrary 
by those professing to know, there exists to-day a 
widespread dissatisfaction among Secularists with 


respect to the position and progress of their opinions. 


Oomplaints not loud but deep are being heard from 
every side, and if is these complaints that are the 


stimulus for writing the present article. 
The Freethinkers of the country are asked to sub- 


scribe a large sum of money for the avowed purpose 


of state Secularization, but they are given no assur- 


sence of the manner in which this is to be accom- 


plished. State Secularization can never be accom- 
plished unless we turn our efforts to Sscularizs the 
individual. Society is merely an aggregation of 
individuals, and if we wish to improve society, we 
musi first improve the individua! that goes to make 
up society. It is admitted that we do not expect to 
win the churches as organized bodies.” Then if we 
eannot win the churches as organized bodies, how can 
we expect to win the state as an organized society? 
O ir course, then, is very clear. First Secularize the 
individual, and then we shall be on a fair way toward 
Secularizing the state. It may be said,, What do 
you mean by Secularizing the individual? Teach 
him to labor to promote human happiness and human 
welfare here, not to wait until he is dead for that 
which living he might enjoy. Teach him to work to 
earn the esteem of his fellow- man. Teach him that 
the world has been governed by fear and imag- 
ination. Teach him that ali religions claiming a su- 
pernatural or spiritual origin are merely human 
inventions. Teach him that all supposed supernat- 
ural or spiritual creeds come within the circumfer- 
ence of the same circle. Teach him that God has 
been the pretense and man the real object of adora- 
tion. Eradicate supernaturalism and superstition 
from his mind and blind devotion from his brain, and 
you will be on a fair way toward making him a Secu- 
lariet. Ssoularism has two sides to one truth, which 
permeates all society, for closely allied to freedom of 
thought is its freedom of expression upon all sub- 
jects. It is the sun of truth which dissipates the 
mist from all questions, gazing upon science with 
rapture, and seeks upon the ground of scientific re- 


search to solve those problems that in any way inter- 
fere with the work, the wages, and the happiness of 


man. Our principles should hav no limit, but, alas! 


we, as moral reformers, are told by those assuming 
authority that we hav one Object in view, and one 


only—the separation of church and state. Now, the 
question arises, How long has this been our only 
object? When, where, and by whom were the restric- 
tions and limitations put upon our platform? Oh, 
could the shades of those Freethinkers who hav died 
& generation ago loom up before us, they would blush 
with shame at our cowardice and inconsistency and 
complacency of spirit. We should feel our littleness 
of spirit, courage, and energy before their well- 
directed attacks against the evils of society. We 
are to-day pursuing a decidedly retrogressiv course 
from that pursued by those who hav bequeathed to 
us traditions they fought and suffered for. This is 
bigotry and selfishness indeed on the part of those 
who hav assumed suthority—a bigotry which, like 
the retina of the eye, closes before the glare of light, 
and seeks in the darkness that obscurity so necessary 
for ita contemplation. 

We are being deceived by the cant of progress. 
Our assumed leaders are trying to infuse into our so- 
ciety an enemy, an ever-watchful enemy, who cannot 
conscientiously go to the length of our principles, 
yet we are assured with an air of grave modesty that 
they will giv us material aid in the furtherance of 
our ideas. Three years will soon hav elapsed, but 
where is the help that is so much sought after and 
enlarged upon? Surely it is time that such a fallacy 
was dispelled from the minds of those having charge 
of our principles, and above all the means of propa- 
gating them. I venture to think that the attitude 
pursued by these people has, instead of effecting a 
conciliation, had a decided tendency to excite the de- 
rision of our enemies and the open distrust of our 
friends, a fact plain to be seen by the chary manner 
in which the subscriptions are coming in. Now, the 


RY 81, 


The fact is, only | 


I close, hoping for 


about theology or religion.” 
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* design of Sacularism " (so-called), as it is generally 
understood, implies a. course of action, public and 
private, in which the theories and sentiments of re- 
ligion (so-called) are entirely discarded. The true 
Secularist is thoroughly convinced that all results 
arising from a belief in and a worship of a “ super- 
natural” or “spiritual” power are irjurious to the 
well-being of society, and therefore his aim and pur- 
pose in this life is to oppose the teachings and de- 
stroy the influence of those who are interested in the 
continuance of the evil. But the question for our 
consideration now is, whether we are satisfied with 
this retrogressiv policy pursued by the imperious 
and somewhat despotic sway of a self-elected dic- 
tator, or whether the time has not come for the in- 
auguration of a bolder and more spirited course of 
propagandism to be carried into effect by a plan of 
operation that shall cause agitation among the theo- 
logical world, and the consequent spread of free in- 
quiry, together with the abrogation of that phase of 
religious belief which all intelligent Secularists be- 
lieve to be at the root of all evil. Our cause is suf- 
fering to day, and considerably, too, from the readi- 
ness With which persons pretending to hold Secular 
opinions hav placed themselvs in the van of our 
movement. It was general the boast of Free- 
thinkers that they were the pioneers of progress, and 
that they had always assisted with zeal and liberal- 
ity the efforts of those who exhibited a manly cour- 
age in disseminating their opinions, but we cannot 
proffer ourselvs as such now, for we are hampered, 
burdened, and retarded bya clique of quasi-religious 
persons who, however good their intentions may be, 
in their own interests, still are utterly. opposed 
to seeing a bold, brave, and energetic propagandism 
inaugurated, but who, on the contrary, will, if they 
are allowed, lead us in the opposit direction and into 
the hands of our enemies. Let us hav at the head 


‘of our party men, and women too, who are not 


ashamed of the name of Infidel, and who would scorn . 


-to hide behind an ecclesiastico-political convention- 


Jonn R CHARLESWORTRH. 
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Dr. Westbrook's Poliey for the Union. 
f L. K. Washburn in the Investigator. 

We print tbis week a communication from the 
president of the American Secular Union on the pol- 
icy of this organization. We must confess to no 
little surprise at the tone of this article. We had 
supposed that the principles embodied in what sre 
known as the Nine Demands not only carried with 
them a protest against the evils of a practical union 
of church and state, but also a protest against the 
policy of the Christian forces by and tbrough which 
such union was established and is now maintained. 
Could the emancipation of the negro be demanded 
and slavery not be condemned? Could freedom be 
demanded as the black man’s rights, and the fore- 
ible deprivation of this freedom not be character- 
ized as wrong? 

Dr. Westbrook is aware that Atheists, Agnosties, 
and Jews" are not responsible for the evils against . 
which the Nine Demands sre directed. He is aware 
that “ Atheists, Agnosties, Jews,” Infidels, Freethink- 
ers, and others, who are outside cf the Christian 
circle, had no part in forging the fetters which bind 
the state to the church. He knows who is responsi- 
ble for the exemption of ecclesiastical property from 
taxation; he knows who is responsible for the hiring 
of chaplains for our legislativ bodies and public in- 
stitutions and paying them with the people's money; 
he knows who is responsible for the presence of the 
Bible in the public schools ; he knows who is respon- 
sible for all laws enforcing the observance of Sunday 
as a holy day upon people who honestly and intelli- 
gently reject the faith upon which such observance 
is based; he knows who is responsible for the brand- 
ing of honest men in our courts of justice as unreli- 
able witnesses because they are too honest to take a 
false oath; he knows that Christianity and the Chris- 
tian faith enjoy privileges and advantages under our 
laws, and he knows who is responsible for this state 
of things. If we should ask President Westbrook 
to say who is responsible for the evils of church and 
state, which the American Secular Union was organ- 
ized to abolish, he would doubtless acknowledge that 
Ohristians were. 

Can we demand that these evils be abolished and 
praise the men who are responsible for them? Can 
we demand that the wrongs we endure as F'reethink- 
ers, Atheists, Agnosties, be corrected, and approve 
of the religious faith upon which they rest! Gan we, 
as Liberals, Seculariste, work for the total separation 
of church and state, and, at the same time, indorse 
the chureh ? 

It seems to us that we are bound to attack the re- 
ligious system which is responsible for the evils we, 
as Secularists, endure, and which we are working to 
abolish. President Westbrook declares that the 
American Secular Union stands for “ state seculariza- 
tion and nothing else,” and that “it is not, in my 
[his] judgment, necessary to say one single word 
He interprets the con- 
stitution of the American Secular Union as meaning 
silence about the Christian theology and the Ohris- 
tian religion. This is the “policy” of the Uaion 


ality. 


which he advocates. He says: I must support the 
constitution or resign ; and I donot intend to resign 
at present.” Does President Westbrook mean by 
this that he expects those who do not agree with hi» 
“policy” to “resign” as members of the American 
Secular Union ? 

We can hardly imagin a person advocating the re 
peal of our Sunday laws, or the laws exempting 
church property from taxation, without reflecting 
upon the religious system which is responsible for 
these laws. 

President Westbrook, in defending the policy ” 
he advocates, declares: “In my lecture before the 
congress at Portsmouth, showing why, in my opinion. 
the Bible should not be read in our public schoole, 
there is not one word regarding theology or th: 
claims which the church makes for the Bible.” It i: 
not everyone who possesses the happy faculty of hit 
ting a person and not being aware of having dealt s 
blow. It is generally known that the Ohristia: 
church claims the Bible is reliable, and yet President 
Westbrook said in his lecture before the congress a. 
Portsmouth: “Hach of these accounts—the account: 
of creation in Genesis—is absolutely inconsisteni 
with what science teaches in our school-books.” 

It is generally known that the Christian church 
claims that the Bible is the “pure word of God,” 
and yet President Westbrook said in his lecture be 
fore the congress at Portsmouth that “There are 
more than one hundred passages of the most coarse 
and vulgar description in the Bible. To print them 
in a book and send it through the United Siate: 
mails would put a man in the penitentiary. There 
are entiré chapters that reek with obscenity from be- 
ginning to end.” To find out whether President 
Westbrook bit the church, let us ask the church. 


We applauded the words of Dr. Westbrock when 


we heard them at Portsmouth, we commended them 
when he sent us his lecture in pamphlet, and we in- 
dorse every word of his lecture now. We hope he 
does not wish to take them back. 

What President Westbrook says in his communica- 
tion about Materialists " and Materialism " we are 
ata loss to understand. We hope that Dz. West. 
brook is not ashamed of the company of Liberals and 
Secularists. g 

We still stand for an aggressiv policy on the part 
of the American Secular Union. The Christian 
church is our organized enemy, and it is through its 
. teachings that the evils we are working to abolish 

hav besn established. Emancipate the mind from 
religious superstition and the entire Secular battle 


is won. 
— — e eat 


Chureh and State. 
THE SECULAR UNION AND RELIGION. 


I cannot understand why Dr. Westbrook and Miss 
Craddock insist that the principles of the Secular 
Union hav nothing to do with religion, when it is 
the one purpose of the Union and the every point of 
the Nine Demands to eject and debar religion from 

atate affairs, whilst it is the key-note of religion, the 
reason of its origin, its. practice through the ages, 
its endeavor now, and its hope in years to come, that 
government is instituted by God to do his will, that 
the church is the master of the state, and that none 
but believers in the dominant dogmas and the pan- 
derers to the priesthood hav any right to a voice or 
title to benefit in civil affairs. True, there are indi- 
vidual religionists and occasional churches that op- 
pose ecclesiastical interference in national concerns, 
but even they must object to priestocracy on ac: 
count of their own inferior powers and through fear 
of being swallowed by bigger fish, rather than from 
any desire that the idea of God and the dignity of 
his atatute be eliminated from our Constitution and 
courts, as they profess faith in ihe infallibility of 
the ancient and horrible fiction that the powers that 
be are ordained of God, and must, therefore, ba sub- 
mitted to whether we like them or no. It must, 
therefore, be held right that Bruno, Servetus, and 
Rogers were burnt, the Quakers hanged, and Williams 
banished, and wrong that Washington fought Lord 
Cornwallis, or else God made a mistake in his min- 
isters. 
A BAPTIST BACKING. 

The religious education of children cannot be intrusted to 
the state; it must be left in the hands of parents, friends, 
Christians. For unless the powers that be” make it a 
point to select none but earnest Christians to teach in the 
public schools there will be many schools in charge of per- 
sons who hav no interest in the Bible, and no power to 
‘awaken such interest. Yet who would go so far toward the 
union of church and state as to hav the latter sit in judgment 
on the religious character of a large body of servants? Most 
certainly the reault of such inquisition and patronage would 
in the end be evil to all concerned (Alvah Hovey, Church 
and State, 1874). 

That is what a leading Baptist divine and college 
professor has to say on the Bible in schools. If 
some of our liberal Christians and “ softy " Secularists 
would assert thomselvs as strongly, we should get 
over the hill of Zion and onto the plains of freedom 
much easier. 

The Baptists hav generally and from the first stood 
firm for purely secular government, and they hav 
lately refused to join the crusade to make this a gos- 
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pel government, howeyer inconsistent with the Bible 
and religion in genera! their action may ba. ` 


A PRESBYTERIANS PATRIOTISM. 

FzLLow-OrnzsNs: What we need just now is a revival of 
pure Americaniam. There is an American life; there is an 
American character; there is an American history; there is 
an American destiny; and these are good enough and glori- 
ous enough for any man or woman who walks American 
soil. Allegiance to any other nation let everyone here for- 
swear. Alliance with foreign nobility let every American 
daughter condemn. Every other flag of any other father- 
lan ; let them one and all be left behind. As born or adopted 
citizens of this peerless American nation, we salute with a 
rapture of loyalty the one flag whose stripes were baptized 
in the blood of the struggle of a people for its indepandenoe. 
whose stars came forth from the awful darkness of a mighty 
civil war to shine with an increasing radiance upon a peo- 
ples common wealth (Geo. B. Spalding, D.D., First Presb. 
ch., Syracuse, N. Y). | 

The above is from a review in the Watchman, 
which heartily commends the whole discourse on the 
* American Idea.” I do not know why the Editor of 
Tur Trora Szexer covld not hav done as much for 
my address on American Principle,” which he 
slurred over with faint praise and insinuated re- 
proach, though I therein argued for his own loyal 
sentiments. Perhaps he has tired of my contribu- 
tions. If so, I will quit. 


A JOB FOR JOBN. 

, I herewith mail you a genuin lottery ticket, at the 
risk of being gobbled up by Holy John. It is a back 
number, one that helped gain our national independ- 
ence that John profits by as well as you and I. 


- 4 
id Maffachufetts-State FA OTTERY, 
5 CLASS ; 


„„ 


Would he not hav his hands full if this state should 
see fit to follow its own precedent and rcóstablish its 
lottery? If you are not afraid of his pious clutches, 
I would like you to get this ticket copied by electro- 
gravure and print it in Tax Trors Seexer. but as re 
ports of drawings by lottery are prohibited the mails, 
perhaps even the mention of an old ticket would be 
too much for the morals of the Sunday-school mail- 
pouches. : 
I hav no leaning toward lotteries, holy ones such 
as the Bible records and church fairs fakir in, or 
those of the profane sort from boys’ marbles to Wall 
street deals, but I do insist that every mail-bag be 
marked, “Hands off,” and that no censorship be im- 
posed on pen or press, and no Holy Office be set up 
in the post- c ffi oe. JoHN Prescorr GUILD. 
Tyngsboro, Mass , Jan. 18, 291. 


— ip A 
The Parsons Are Atheists. 


“I believe in God, the father; in God, the son; 
and in God, the Holy Ghost." 'That is one of the 
oldest of all philosophical beliefs, and comprises, 
when rightly construed, an accurate figurativ descrip- 
tion of an infinit living existence. 

The acorn is both the son and the father of the 


oak, and sontains a subtle and invisible spirit, or | . 


power, which determins the nature and species of an 
infinit succession of oaks and acorns. So, also, of 
the seed of the apple, pear, quince, lemon, straw- 
berry, or aloe, and of all seeds. They each contain a 
“spirit” peculiar to themselves, by which they pro- 
duce, from the same soil, water, and air, fruit that is 
sweet, sour, or bitter, as the case may be. Each 
seed is father, son, and contains the vital principle 
that was called the “Holy Ghost,” and the three are 
one seed, noi three seeds. 

The Bible contains many writings, some of which 
are philosophical, some poetical and historical, and 
some—mostly interpellations—are parsonic ; and in 
each of them “God” is regarded in a different light. 
The philosopher’s “God” was what we call the re- 
productiv power. The poets created an imaginary 
body for him. The parsons added bone and sinew, 
aud used the philosophic and poetic fictions as a 
means whereby to delude, tax, and govern a super- 
stitious and ignorant_people. 

A finite mind may recognize infinity, but never can 
comprehend it. We recognize the facts of infinit 
time and space, but never can comprehend them. 
We recognize the infinit force and conditions the 
philosophers called“ God,“ but no person ever can 
comprehend them. 

The parsons profess to recognize God as a person 
(although they sometimes speak of him as a spirit), 
but no intelligent man can believe them. An omni- 
present person must be shapeless, because he must 
extend equally in all directions. He must be motion- 
less, because, being everywhere, there can be no 
place to move to. The parsons reject all belief in a 
possible God, and, hence, they are Atheists. 

Townsend Center, Mass. Ww, Harsison RILEY. 
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Items of Foreign Freethought News. | 


The seventh indictment of. Dr. Voelkel for blas- 
phemy has been found, this time at Hamburg. Aud 
Mr. E. Vogtherr, of Berlin, stands a fair chance to be 
convicted of the same heinous crima, as the state 
court has in his expression, “God is a phantom,” 
seen a malicious attack on an “institution” of the 
Christian church, for the existence of s veritable and 
cursing God is a necessity to that body. 


Nowhere else are the Freethinkers so activ as in 
France, where every occasion is used as a means to 
propagate the principles of mental liberty. The 
various festivals and feasts, and some of the sacra- 
ments” even, are adopted. But while the plan in 
itself is the same as the one used by the early Chris- 
tian church toward paganism, the Freethinkers do 
not stop at simply changing the names ; they keep the 
dates and occasions, but discarding the rest, put in 
its place humanity and the principles and teachings 
of mental liberty. We mentioned some time ago tke 
various secular festivals instituted, and will add to 
these that of baptism, which is celebrated as & social 
festival, with speeches, music, and dancing. 


At the beginning of this year things were lively in 
Sweden. This exceptional excitement caused by 
Henry Berghell is gradually wearing off, and common 
expectation is now centered upon a debate at Maln 6 
between Mr. Ludwig Meyer and Mr. Lennstrand. 
We hav not heard how badly the former was defeated. 
The Christmas and Norwegian festivals were even 
more successful than last year. There is no doubt 
about it, Freethought, expounded and mansged by 
men like Mr. Lennstrand and Captain Thomson, can 
not be ousted. The last number of Fritänkaren 
contains a biography and well-executed portrait of 
Mr. J. M. Wheeler, of the London Freethinker, the 
English spokesman for Swedish Infidels. Mr. Lenn- 
strand announces that this year he intends to present 
the biographies and likenesses of such Freethinkers as 
by deed or writing hav earned for themselvs an inter- 
national name as advocates of mental liberty. 


In our last “Items” we noted the death of the 
Belgian Freethinker Cæsar de Paepe. Dr. De Paepe 
was born July 12, 1812, in Ostende, and died Dee, 
19, 1890, in Cannes. In his youth he studied law, 
while working for his support nt a printer's case ; 
he discontinued this study later in life and applied 
himself to natural science and medicin. As a doctor 
he did much good, confining his practice almost ex- 
clusivly to the poorer classer, asking no compensa- 
tion for his services. After his seventeenth year he 
was & Freethinker and Socialist. The disposal of 


‘his remains was made occasion for a great demon. 


stration, joined in by university professors, eminent 
lawyers, municipal officers, Freethought societies, 
Freemason lodges, labor unions, ete. Over two 
hundred wreaths sent from Paris, Rome, Berlin, 
Lyons, Marseilles, Amsterdam, Madrid, ete., were 
carried in the procession. At the srematory Mr. 
Volders spoke on behalf of the workingmen; Leon 
Furnemont, advocate of the Belgian supreme court 
and editor of Za Raison, for Freethought ; Lawyer 
Féron, in the name of the Progreseionists, and Pro- 
fessor Denis, on behalf of science. It would be well 
for Freethought did we count in our ranks more men 
like Cæsar de Paepe. 


— lO 
Lectures and Meetings. 


Pirrssureas Liberals will celebrate Thomas Paine’s birth- 
day, Thursday, January 29th, at New Grant Street Theater 
(near Seventh avenue) with an oration by Miss Ada Camp- 
bell, of Australia. 

W. S. Brut is coming East on a lecture trip, and will pass 
through Salt Lake City, Denver, Kansas City, Chicago, 
Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia, to New York. His address 
is Box 109, Oakland, Cal. 

Famay evening, January 234, at the Manhattan Liberal 
Club, 220 East 15th street, Edward King will discourse about 
Thomas Paine. A newly discovered portrait in oj] of 
Thomas Paine will be exhibited by kindness of its owner, 
Mr. J. H. Johnston. 


Tar Chicago Secular Union will giv a ‘‘ Thomas Paine 
Entertainment and Ball” at Princess Opera House, 558 West 
Madison street, on Saturday evening, January 3ist. The 
speakers will be Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, Judge C. B. Waite, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, and General I. N. Stiles. Dancing 
begins at 9:30. 

Sunpay, February ist, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., will tell the 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association “ What's Best to Eat.” 
Dr. Foote is a practical authority on anti-fat. The associa- 
tion meets at Fraternity Rooms, Bedford avenue and South 
Second street, Brooklyn, E D. New Yorkers take the 
Twenty-third street ferry. 


Liberty in Literature. 

We hav ready the Testimonial to Walt Whitman by Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll, a magnificently got-up pamphlet of 
nearly eighty pages, with portrait of Walt Whitman and the 
author. It is printed on heavy calendered paper, in large 
type, with beautiful paper cover. The text haa been revised 
by Colonel Ingersoll, and the extracts from Whitman’s poems 
by the poet himself. It is the only authorized and authentic 
print of the Testimonial. Price, 25 cents. 


TO 
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Communications. 


Letters to Workingmen. 


I would address the workingmen—the laboring 
poor of the world. Being myself a member of the 
* tin-pail brigade," I hav a right which you might 
in justice deny to one not of our fraternity. I may 
be able only “to tell you that which you yourselvs 
do know. I only hope my words may awake a 
thought, or-stimulate a resolve, to do what litile you 
may to work out the problem of our wrongs. 
time is fast approaching when some action must be 
taken, or we shall become a nation of slaves, or rise 
in mad fury only “to find ourselvs dishonorable 
graves.” 

"Tis not in our stars, 
But in ourselvs, that we are underlings. 


With pool wisdom and brave determination we 


may walk out of the social labyrinth unharmed and | 


unharming. You know the facts—we are poor; we 
do not receive the full fruits of our Inbor; we are 
supporting a vast army of drones, and this large 
non-producing class are growing fat and insolent, and 
sneeringly ask, What are you going to do about it?” 
Well, this is the subject of my story. I do not pro- 
pose to devote any of its chapters to “ political econ- 
omy,” which I consider a most stupendous fraud 
—‘“springes to catch woodcocks”—an apology for 
appropriating the world’s wealth. Man, in his indi- 
viduality, ia the only factor deserving any considera- 
tion. What he earns let him take. Man’s labor 
creates all wealth; this we know, and it is sufficient 
to establish in justice the result, that man, the crea- 
tor, should enjoy the benefits of wealth. But we find 

The one owns city homes, and Jands, ` 

And the ninety and nine hav empty hands. 

While it should really make no difference how this 
state of things was brought about, a study of the 
facts of this usurpation would, I believe, stimulate 
man to recover his lost birthright, notwithstanding 
the bias which the belief of centuries has established. 
Common sense must proclaim, in view of all the facts 
science introduces, the farther back we trace the bis- 
tory of man the more nearly he approaches the con- 
dition of the animal. And whether we accept the 
Darwinian theory of his origin, or the special ores- 
tion of theology, the evidence has convinced even 
the most intelligent of the clergy that primitiv man 
was a savage. Man began in ignorance and brutal- 
ity, and while I believe with the Materialist that evo- 
lution is ever on lines of least resistance, and devoid 
of any intelligent design, I would not quarrel with 
those who maintain the existence of some power 
working toward righteousness. A belief of some 
* great unknown 

That set those wheeling globes in motion, 

And wound up the vast machine, 
máy do no harm. It is, I believe, very important 
that you divest your mind of the idea of a theolog- 
ical God that can do something—a power or being 
somehow or scmewhere whose will is supreme—for 
if such exist, all man’s endeavor to correct abuses is 
an impertinence. With such a superintending and 
controling mind, the words of Pope are true, 

Whatever is, is right. 

To say otherwise is simply limiting the power and 
wisdom of supreme intelligence.. I ask you to think 
it out. If man by his limited knowledge can take 
the crab-apple of nature and produce the luscious 
fruit of our orchards; if he can increase the size, 
beauty, and flavor of. fruit and flowers, the speed, 
elegance, and strength of animals, what wonders 
might the infinit mind perform! It will not do to 


.B&y, “God has given man wisdom to perform his 


will.“ If he wanted his will performed, why not giv 
him a little of hia “ infinit wisdom,” and not wait for 
ihe slow course of evolution? 

If you answer, The laws of evolution are the 
laws of God,” I merely say, the nature of the rose is 
not changed by giving it another name. To me, the 
terms “God” and evolution“ hav nothing in com- 
mon. If it means anything, God is s supreme cre. 
ator and controler and director—an omnipotent, om- 
niscient, omnipresent being—while evolution is but 
another name for cause and effect. The forces of 

nature, ever in action, produce change, gravitation, 
chemical affinity, chemical union, effect, combinations. 
Certain elements in conjunetion and under certain 
conditions giv rise to an action we call life. Of the how 
and why we know nothing. But to claim that the exist- 
ence of these forces and their action, which we call the 
universal or natural law, necessitates a creator, isintro- 
ducing 8 greater mystery to explain a less, and in no 
way settles the question, for the boy's inquiry is just 
as pertinent, Who made God!“ 

It is easier for me to see in matter “the promis 
and potency of all terrestrial life.” 

And, as special design in the arrangement cannot 
be demonstrated, I prefer to believe that intelligence 
meets its highest development in man’s brain. Pro- 
fessor Huxley says: While it is thus a philosophical 
impossibility to demonstrate that any given phenom- 
enon is not the effect of a material cause, anyone who 
is acquainted with the history of science will admit 


The 


that its progress has in all ages meant and now more 
than ever means the extension of the province cf 
what we call matter and causation, and the concom- 
itant gradual banishment from all regions of human 
thought of what we call spirit and spontaneity.” 
Why do I desire to convince you of the non-existence 
ofa “ supreme being?" It is this: As deity fades 
man becomes more prominent. If we can believe 
that man has reached his present high condition 
by bis own endeavor, we exalt humanity. We feel 
a kindred for all animate creation. We are in- 
debted to the generations past for our existence 
and enjoyment. Let us pay the debt by making 
the conditions a little better for those who come 
after us. Let us leave the world a little better 
than we found it. This requires no spirit of mar- 
tyrdom, no religious altruism, only intelligent sel- 
fishness. Our own happiness is quite. sufficient. 
This should admonish us to render justice as we 
hope for justice. 

All mankind are equal. Any inferiority is due 
to circumstances often beyond one's contro), while su- 
periority is more often due to favorable circum- 
stances than to any intrinsic value in the man. 
Human nature is about the same all round. Man 
began in ignorance and brutality and roamed this 
world for countless ages with the advantage of other 
animals only in constructing a simple instrument 
for defensiv and aggressiv warfare. When we con- 
sider the immense period that was passed in this 
low condition we realize what a slow. growth man’s 
intelligence has been. In that morn of evolution a 
single hour was as ten thousand years with us. But 
the “struggle for existence,” “the survival of the fit- 
test —thab is, those best adapted to take advantage 
of their environments—the strongest, the most cun- 
ning, he who could take advantage of others and 
bend them to his will—produced in time the warrior. 
As inventiv intelligence grew, man began to think, 
and to think of his thoughts. His dreame suggested 
8 duality, a second self, that could leave the body 
and survive the body’s death. His reflection, shadow, 
and echo was further evidence. Absolute ignorance 
of cause made seeming a reality. All motion was 
life—the winds, the rain, the thunder and lightning, 
were the action of unseen beings, hence his sacrificial 
offering to appease their wrath. His imagination 
begat signs and omens, the fetich and the ghost, and 
cunning minds were not slow to take advantage of 
this awesome fear; hence the medicin man and his 
power. The warrior, by his subjugation and acqui- 
sition, evolved the ruler and the governor. The 
medicin man became the priest, the many gods be- 
eame one God. The ruler, to strengthen his govern- 
ment, invoked the aid of the priest. Hence the 
divine right of kings and royalty appropriating the 
wealth of the world. The laborer was a slave, and 
slavery was a divine institution. Justice had no 
existence outside the edicts of the kings or priests. 
Blasphemy was the highest of crimes. The rights 
of individual man unknown and unheard of. Thus 
we see labor has never lost its rights. It never had 
any to lose. 

Matthew Arnold says, “ Workmen hav no natural 
rights, not one. Only we ought instantly to ad 
that kings and nobles hav none either.” = 
But kings and nobles had what was better. They 
had the power, snd they successfully asserted their 
“rights.” They made the law, and they made the 
government to enforce the law of their rights.“ 
We shall never hav “rights” until we hav the power 
to assert them. 

Arnold ssid, “ All rights are created by law.” But 
he was wrong. All “rights” are created first, and 
the laws are made to preserve them. The “law” 
can make no rights. Neither can government grant 
them. I know governments claim to do this, and 
when public opinion sanctions the law it may be en- 
forced, but if public opinion be against it, it very 
soon becomes a dead letter on the books. Do not 
confound government with civilization, or public 
opinion, or society. It has often very little in com- 
mon with these. It isan institution founded by and 
still in control of a certain class to preserve and 
maintain their “rights.” 

Think it out, comrades. And I would suggest 
that you forego a little of that “ harmless beverage,” 
and economize a little on that “fragrant weed,” and 
buy a little literature on that subject. Even the 
price of a "social glass," or a “fragrant Havana,” 
ean purchase a pamphlet on the question. Do not 
be afraid of a name, bul read all schools of thought. 
Do not accept anyone as being authority, but think 
for yourself. Talk it over with your friend, your 
neighbor, at the social gathering, the lodge, and the 
hall, and I will write again. A. L. Barrov. 

Buffalo, N. Y. 


Agnostie Musings. 

It is a matter for reflection with the Liberal 
thinker how long ere the Obristians will look with 
the eyes of common sense and justice upon a funda- 
mental error of their religion. The Christians over- 
look the fact that in their professed love for Jesus 
they are making their God, the one they worship, to 
be a fiend of the worst character for cruelty, and 


also to be imbued with the lowest, meanest, and 
most trifling passions. At times he seems to be 


‘Pleased with a rattle and tickled with a straw. 


The future of this world is, however, hopefully 
better. But how long our architectural, untaxed, 
tinseled churches may continue receptacles for 
operatio music, perfumery, and fashion, can only be 
supposable. The primitiv or basic structure of 
Christianity must, however, retire before the higher 
realities of civilization as the crudities of matter un- 
fold before the revealments of science. Science is 
really making our priests and reverends ashamed of 
living on the explanations of Mosaic fables, and their 
ingenuity is well-nigh exhausted. Thinkers of all 
degrees are becoming familiarized with the universal 
law of progress; and even the devoutly pious cannot 
help observing how wickedly our ancestors hav been 
terrified with the picturings of hell and horned 
devils. s 

Agnosticism leads us to know that all nature is God, 
and that nature’s ever-operativ, universal, and inflex- 
ible laws admit of no transgression without retribu- 
tion, and therefore loud and noisy praying to some 
imaginary God is evidence to the Liberalized thinkers 
of the sheerest ignorance and hypccrisy. 

The desire of all Liberal thinkers is demonstrativ 
evidence referable to the tribunal of our reason. 

It is strange what questions will at times be pro- 
pounded to the Liberalized thinker. The writer has 
been asked numerous times, and also has asked 
others—Could it be possible would they- will- 
ingly reliv their past lives over again with, all their 
cares, pleasures, hopes, pains, reverses, and disap- 
pointments? He has yet to get a single answer in 
the affirmativ. Is this therefore to be held as proof 
that all our mental enjoyments consist in anticips- 
tion ? 

And yet, as Mr. Paine says, “ Let us not querrel 
with nature.” This is a glorious, magnificent world; 
8 spacious academy or university for the production 
of man! It is true, some students, from unfavorable 
organizations, graduate to the gallows ; many as dep- 
redators on their fellow-man; while others under 
more pleasant circumstances (perhaps the pets cf 
their grandmothers, or aunts, or from genteel lazi- 
ness) bellow repentance from some of our ten thou- 
sand pulpits. 

And here starts another radical question, repent- 
ance. No man, woman, or child, ever burnt or 
mashed their fingers but they repented of their deed ; 
and sincerely pledged themselvs never to repeat the 
folly if they possibly could. 

Yes, this is a beautiful world for the exercise of 
our reason. And what adds to our happiness is- 
the oblivious state of our individual future. This 
unbsppiness can only be made endurable by the 
exercise of our reason. Here again let us re- 
flect. We behold a procession of little Sunday- 
school children, all buoyant with anticipated pleas- 
ure, dressed in their best attire, and they are su- 
premely happy! How cruel would the knowledge be 
to them if their future was fully laid before them by 
some wormwood croaker that many of them would 
in the hazy future experience the bitterest of ar guisb, 
mayhap in the loss of dearest friends, loss of wealth 
and health, yea, of reputation—and suffer criminal in- 
carceration. No, it is a wise condition of man’s being 
that he is oblivious to his earthly future, and at death 
the Agnostic’s Hope dispels the doubt of lost individs 
uality. D. B. 

Brooklyn. 


— 2 — ———— 


Aspeets of Jesus and of the Christian Churches 
toward Property. 


In Tus Trove SEERER of January 3d, under head 
of “ Dividing Up," the relation of Jesuism toward 
privativ privilege in wealth was examined and com- 
pared with that of modern revolutionary Commu- | 
nists. Some names of propagandists were mentioned. 
They are rather a political than an economie school, - 
though they profess some Marxisms. They sre nol 
to be confounded with practical communists, such as 
monks end Shakers, the followers of Jesus. There 
is a third class distinguishable as not celibates, and 
who call themselvs Christian Socialists, but I know 
of them only as a few sentimental aspirants toward 
a good time s-comin. The renunciant attitude 
toward property, common to the sainthood, whether 
Christian or Brahmin, is not frankly altruist ; it com- 
pounds with the selfishness of privativ privilege by 
private salvations and damnations, or ultramundane 
privilege. This hypocrisy is analogous to the pre- 
tended Anarchism of other Communists, whose po- 
litical success would be the dissipation of their 
theory. No human instinct is more radical or uni- 
versal than that of personal property; it is indeed 
but an expansion of the nutritiv nisus for assimila- 
tion, but true physiological property does not extend 
to those privativ monopolies which, without increas- 
ing personal welfare, prevent others from obtaining 
this. Only blind desperation: can rage against per- 
sonal property because of its abusiv extension over 
what is not personal in the means of associativ pro- 
duction. Proprietary and industrial association is 
very different from Communism, though it may hav 
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Communist accessories, as in education and the care 
of the infirm. 


Leaving revolutionary Communism in the clouds} 


of the future, where it begs against experience, the 
question of Anarchism or dispensing with govern- 
ment; I remark that if the tradition of industrial 
Communism among the Eissenes of Judes is reliable, 
then the absence of any recorded effort of Jesus in 
that direction shows that he was but a visionary, dis- 
-tracted from practical work and distracting others. 
What does non productiv Communism amount to? 
As it cannot liv without consuming, it must be par- 
asitic on industrial society, like monachism. For 
preachers, it tallies with the craze of the end of the 
world at hand in which Millerites still echo Jesus. 

Christian churches in general hav not the excuse 
of this craze. With regard to property, they are 
factors of privilege by superstition. They seek the 
blood of labor, which they liquefy like venomous in- 
sects, by injecting moral poisons, such as their spirit 
beggary of viosrious atonement and salvation by grace. 
Essentially monopolist, they are sll beggars of the 
. question of destinies and enemies to scientific culture, 
which is the productiv industry of destinies. They 
change doetrins as snakes slough their skins, but 
their parasitic and domineering ambitions are con- 
stant. i 

Barren of productiv virtues since the brief excep- 
tion of the Benedictines, they assume the direction 
of charities, with what results the Papal States may 


how. 

Myths fabricated to humor ancient fantasy by per- 
sonifying natural fores may be dropped with meta- 
physical theology, leaving the church a machine like 
the state, or governmental, for privilege and plunder. 
This transformation will unify the ecclesiastic and 
the political power, with “God in the Constitution," 
under such leaders ay Wanamaker, Blair, and Fanny 
Willard. I+ is now being advanced under pretense 
of opposing certain corporate monopolies’ and ab 
sorbing them in a Governmental or State Sovialist 
monopoly. This point of view explains our interest 
in the analysis of Ohristianity. M. E. Lazarus. 


—— M 


A Little While With the Church Folks. 


Our Schools to be Protestant. 
From the Junior American Mechanic. 

There is good reason to apprehend that our public 
school system will hav to encounter the severest 
eritieism and the fiercest assault within the next four 
years. Unquestionably the Roman Catholics mean 
to press their case against this distinctiv American 
institution until they overthrow it or sustsin a hu 
miliating defeat. Infidels intend to giv this country 
no reat until every vestige of religion is banished 
from the sshools if they can accomplish their pur- 
pose. Ia this contest the churches mugt hav their 
share. Every Christian should put himself in closest 
sympathy and contact with the schools, and every 
church should take this cherished element of our 
civilization to its heart. 


Letters to Lay Over ou Sunday. 
J. E, Gregory to the Illinois Sabbath Association. 

I wrote to Postmaster General Wanamaker, asking 
him if it was necessary that the mail clerks on the 
trains should be kept on duty on Sunday, and he 
responded that it was absolutely necessary on through 
routes. I tell you, my friends, the entire damnable 
system of train-moving on Sunday is directly trace- 
able to the abominable practice of forwarding and 
delivering mails on that day. The railroad companies 
are compelled to run through trains to carry tho 
mail bags, and they put on passenger coaches and 
invite the publie to help them pay the expenses. 
The movement of freight trains on the Sabbath is in- 
directly chargeable to the mails. For instance, a 
godly man purchases a stamp of this professedly re- 
ligious nation with a coin bearing the inscription 
«In God We Trust.” Having bought it, he licks it 
with a tongue which is wont to offar up supplies 
tions, and puts it on letter ordering goods. He 
knows the letter will travel on Sunday, and, knowing 
that trains must run, he thinks it no harm that the 
freight he orders should travel on Sunday also. 
Consequently he adds a postacrips : “ Rush the goods 
right through,” which results in a Lord’s day’s jour- 
ney for a freight train, and the consequent Sabbath 
employment of the men necessary to the welfare of 
the train. Now, what is the remedy for this evil? 
Now, the scheme I propose is that every person 
favoring reform in this line shall hav printed, stamped, 
or written on every envelope he uses the word:, “ Do 
not forward or daliver this letter on Sanday.” Thus 
will the couatry in s very short time come to realize 
the seriotsness of the question, provided a sufficient 
number of parsons will support the plan. No poli- 
tician in goverument employ can know what letters 
are from voters aad what ars not, consequently every 
envelope bearing the inscription will hav its weight. 


Why Bouguereau's Spring? Was Destroyed. 
From the Oma^a Ber, 


Warbington made no aiiemp! 10 escape end free'y | K d 
He was before cur civil war by clergyme 


admitted that be destroyed the picture. 


2 


property, accumulated by the piety and religion of 
our ancestors under the protection and guardianship 
of the church, was withdrawn altogether from the 


.no& wanted there. 


taken directly to the station, where a Bee reporter 
questioned him regarding his insane act. j 
“I destroyed that picture to protect the virtue o 
woman,” said the young man in snswer to the first 
question. 
“Tn what way do you think that picture endangers 
the virtue of women!“ 

„It is not a proper picture to hang in a publie 
place. I saw those virtuous women looking at that 
picture, and the thought came to me, what would 
Christ do if he were here and saw this? I thought 
Obrist would smash the thing if he were there, so I 
just took a chair and struck it with all my might.” 

“Did you ever see that picture or a similar one 
before to-night *?" 

* Not in a public place among respectable people. 
I hav seen them in houses of ill-fame, and knowing 
why they were found there I thought that the one I 
destroyed was out of place.” 

* When were you in a house of ill fame ?" 

“Only a few days sgo.” 

“Will you state the purpose that took you to 
such a place?” 

“Yas, gir, I went there to collect a bill.” 

Warbington is a man about twenty-five years old, 
a little above the medium hight, and will weigh 
about one hundred and fifty pounds. He is evi- 
dently insane upon the subject of religion. He is a 
member of the United Presbyterian church, and has 
been identified, to some extent, with the Young 
Men’s Christian Association. 


The Pope’s Lament, 
From Leo's October Encyclical. 


Not to-day only has Italy become subject to the 
wicked and evil influence of the sects; but for some 
time past they hav tyrannized over it as they liked, 
with absolute dominion and power. Here the direc- 
tion of public affairs in what concerns religion is 
wholly in conformity with the aspirations of the 
sects; and for accomplishing their aspirations they 
find avowed supporters and ready instruments in 
those who hold the public power. Laws adverse to 
the church and measures hostil to it are first proposed, 
desided, and resolved in the secret meetings of the 
sect; and if anything presents even the least appear- 
ance of hostility or harm to the church it is at once 
received with favor and put forward. 

Amongst the most recent facts we may mention 


the approval of the new penal code in which what. 


was most obstinately demanded, in spite of all rea- 
sons to the contrary, were the articles against the 


clergy, which form for them an exceptional law, and 
even condemn as criminal certain actions which are 
sacred duties of their ministry. 


The law as to pious works, by which all charitable 


church's action and control, had been for some years 
put forward in the meetings of the sect, precisely 
because it would inflict a new outrage on the church, 
lessen its social influence, and suppress at once a 
great number of bequests made for divine worship. 
Then came that eminently sectarian work, the 
erection of the monument to the renowned spostate 
of Nola, which, with the aid and favor of the govern- 
ment, was promoted, determined, and carried out by 
means of Freemasonry, whose most authorized 
spokesmen were nob ashamed to acknowledge its 


purpose and to declare its meaning. Its purpose 


was to insult the papacy; its meaning that, instead 
of the Catholic faith, must now be substituted the 
most absolute freedom of examination, of criticism, 
of thought, and of conscience ; and what is meant by 
such language in the mouth of the secta is well 
known. 


er — — —Ʒ—w — 


Some Sayings of Sense. 


The Meanness of Preachers. 
Georg? Alfred Townsend in Boston Glove. 

In my youth I was sometimes called to go to 
Girard College and obtain its president, whose name 
was Allen, to come and preach for my father. A0. 
cording to the express will of Girard, no minister of 
any gospel had any right to enter the gate of that 
institution. He debarred from his hospitality priests 
of every sort, because he had been brought up in 
France, where much havoc had been raised by ecole- 
siasticism, and he, as a poor cabin boy, himself an 
orphan, believed in a higher and more equal oppor- 
tunity for man. 

Yet it was habitual in my youth for the preachers 
to visit Girard College simply because they were 
The provision against them 
seemed to whet their curiosity. This Mr. Allen 
was a sort of exhorter or local preacher, and he 
would come away from college and deliver ad- 
dresses in country pulpits. The whole matter 
leaves upon my mind a dubious notion as to 
whether honor and religion are strictly comple- 
ments (f cgeh other, . . 

If you lxk a5 the books waich were written jas’ 


| religious denominstion, 


n upon the divine 


right left to man to debauch his slave woman and 
her children, you will wonder that any respsoinble 
civilization was left over to our time. 


The Danger of a United Chureh and State. 
Bishop Venner in d Recent Sermon 
The mixing up of polities with religion, under any 


circumstances, is fraught with manifold and multi- 
form dangers, especially in a young and fróe country. 
Ohief among these mavifold dangers is, either the 
establishment of a state church, or, what is equally 
dangerous, the predominance of any particular sect, 
either of which is the greatest possible curse in any 
country. 


There is no tyravny so cruel, no yoke so intolerable, 


as priesteraft when vested with temporal authority. 
Priesteraft alone is odious enough, even though it 
can ix fluence none but the most ignorant and un- 
learned. But spiritual villainy, supported by tem- 


poral tyranny, ever has beep, is, and will be the very 
best representation of hel! upon earth. More polit. 


“ical atrocities, butcherier, crimes, and enormities hav 
been committed in the name and on account of re- 
ligion than hav arisen from any and all other causes 


combined. 

In any country where all religious sects are toler- 
ated, and where religion is absolutely free, there ia 
always. great political danger lest any particular sect 
should become largely predominant. In this country 
the danger lies equally in regard to Methodism snd 
Roman Catholicism. In the case of the former be- 
cause of ita ultra views on the liquor question and 
Sabbatarianism ; and in that of the latter, because of 
its exclusivness and objections against the education 
afforded in the public schools. 


The Trouble With the Prohibition Party. 
From the Moon, Madison, Wis. 

Many wonder why the Prohibition party does not 
go ahead as other new parties hav. Shall we tell you 
why? All right; we shall; but don’t curl up that 
little nose of yours; there may be a considerable 
amount of truth incorporated in what we say. When 
you pick up the Prohibitionist platform, the first 
you can find is, they recognize the “ Almighty God.” 
What does this do? It excludes all disbelievers who 
are in favor of temperance legislation, and awakens 
disgust in the hearts of the believers who wish to 
keep religion and politics entirely separate. They 
hav opened their meetings with prayer and afterward 
used language, in many instances, unfit for the bar- 


room, which must of course turn many people’s stom- 
achs against them. They beg continually at their 
meetings. 
as this public begging, accompanied by the pream- 
ble of their platform and the opening prayer, make 
a “common sinner” feel pretty much as if he was 


It is a better way to solicit aid privately, 


sitting in a house of worship, and as usual, he for- 
gets what has been said. ‘Chen take the tail end of 
the platform, where they ask for the restoration cf 
the Bible to our public echools. That completes it. 
You hav now a completa minister party, and you re- 
member that the larger portion of the leaders are 
ministers. To these causes, muchly, you can attrib- 
ute the standstill of the party in question. The peo- 
ple are afraid of priest-rule and they will not hav it. 
Why? 
“ Ola Timer” in a Chicago Paper. 


Theologians and sven philosophers tell us—the 
evolutionists excepted, for how can that be just which 
is without our power to avoid?—that “judgment 
for an evil thing is many times delayed, but it is sure 
as life, it is sure as death; that “the great soul of 
the world is just? that there is justice here below, 
and, even at the bottom, that there is nothing but 
justics !’ And yet why is it that in this platitude 
of a world" the manliest mau who goes in a ragged 
coat is never reverenoed ; that it is nob even discov- 
ered that he is manly until he is able to purchase a 
new garment? Why is ib that the msn who gets 
himself appointed and elected is not the best and the 
ablest? Aud, finally, why is it in this complex prob- 
lem of life that there be so many whom fate decrees 
must rejoice in “cold potatoes” and co few in 
€ oskes and ale,” apparently for no fault cf theirs? 


Another Constitutional Amendment. 
Platform of the American Party or Caltfornia. 


As an important step in defense of the common 
gchool system cf education, and the perpetuation of 
the separation of church and state, we join with 
other citizens in seeking to incorporate in the Consti- 
tution of the United States a sixteenth amendmert 
embodying the foliowing prohibitions: “ No siate 
shall pass any Jaw respecting an establishment of re- 
ligion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, or 
uae its property or credit, or any money raised by 
taxation, or suthoriz» either to be used, for the pur- 
pose of maintaining or siding by appropriation, pay- 
ment for servicer, expenses, or otherwise, any church, 
or religious society, or any 
institution, society, or onderteking which is wholly 
or in part under sec:arisa or ecelosiantical control." 
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What They Say About the Pieture Book. 
Edgar Richton in Watts'8 Literary guide. 


To the purely aggressiv Freethinker, this volume will be 
welcomed with unbounded delight. The aim of the pub- 
lishers and of the artist is to ridicule Christianity, to make 
mockery of theological pretensions, and thereby to shame 
mankind out of the pestilent superstitions of their fore- 
fathers. Each alternate page is allotted to the artist, Mr. 
Watson Heston, while the other is occupied with a formida- 
ble array of facts in explanation and support of the fronting 
illustration. We can guarantee that, to Z'reeth?nkers, the 
volume will afford considerable amusement; but we cannot 
recommend Christians with sensitiv prejudices to obtain it— 
especially if they are subject in any way to heart disease. 
The awakening effect might be appalling. 

— ———ę ä 


The World's Fair. 

The Independent publishes in its issue of last 
week a supplementary batch of letters from cabinet 
officers, Congressmen, and governors upon the open- 
ing of the World’s Fair on Sunday. The cabinet 
officers are Secretary Windom and Attorney-general 
Miller, and, as might be expected, they are both op- 
posed to opening the Fair. Mr. Miller “ holds that 
one day in the week devoted to rest is more valuable, 
both economically and morally, than used in any 
other way; while Secretary Windom expresses his 
earnest sympathy with the sentiment that would 
preserve the American Sabbath inviolate.” 

Sixteen governors are represented in the sympo- 
sium ; eight agree with the cabinet officers, five dis- 
agree with them, aud threo are astride the fence. 
Saveral more Oongressmen are heard from, the 
majority in favor of Sunday closing. Congressman 

Stockdale of Mississippi is in favor of Sunday open- 
ing, and his letter is such a unique specimen of argu- 
ment by which a politician can be with the people 
and also with the Ohristians that we giv it entire: 

* I think the Columbian Exposition should be opened on 
Sunday. 

“ In expressing this opinion, I speak after reflection, and 
with due regard, I hope, for the sacredness of the Sabbath. 
The Exposition is expected to be an object-lesgon on the civ- 
ilization of the world, and will hav plenty of objects and 
subjects in it perfectly fit for Sunday study to occupy all the 
Sabbaths, for the same people will hardly be there more than 
two Sabbaths. We deem it proper to teach in our Sabbath- 
schools the geography and history of the lands and peoples 
mentioned in the Bible, as well as the different races, their 
laws, customs, triumphs, and failures. 

* In those Exposition buildings people can learn more in 


one Sunday than by a hundred days of Sabbath-schools and 
by listening to a hundred sermons, and prepare themselvs, for 
the balance of their lives, to better understand discourses 
and writings on those most interesting themes. 

“It would be regarded as eminently proper for people to 
go to some elegant church edifice and listen to Dr. Talmage 
and discourse solely on the people and products, lands and 
things,he saw on his trip East. Why not let those same 
people go into the Exposition buildings and see what he 
describes and learn that.lesson better than they possibly 
could from description ? 

„There will be paintings by the olck masters and by recent 
masters, as well as statuary, illustrating the great events in 
the history of civilized races. Living specimens of the 
present types of those races will be there. 

„There will be paintings of the Holy Land and of 0 
scenes more vivid and awe-inspiring than pen or tongue can 
portray—the birth, the miracles, the crucifixion, the resur- 
rection, the ascension, all standing out in almost living 
characters and scenes, and the great works and achievements 
of the apostles and martyrs as well. They will impress deep 
and solemn religious sentiments on the minds of the observ- 
ers, particularly the young, never to be effaced. 


In such surroundings there will be a thousand sermons 


grander and more effectiv than men can preach. 

“I know it will be said, all these things can be seen on 
week days, and so can sermons be heard on week daya, 
and other objects will distract attention from the proper 
subjects of contemplation; but there is something silent 
and undefined in a Sabbath morning that prepares the 
mind of saint and sinner for better and higher reflections, 
and leads by chords soft and charming to the contemplation 
of grand and holy subjects. 

„The older Christians condemn the gorgeous equipments 
of church edifices as distracting attention from the simple 
worship of God. Modern sentiment considers it proper to 
worship, and expects sinners to be converted, amid these 
magnificent surroundings. 

„The disciples plucked the ears of corn on Sunday, 
simply to allay a temporary inconvenience of hunger. Their 
health would not hav suffered until the morrow, nor would 
David’s health hav suffered by one day’s fast when he ate 
the shew bread. 

Some of the physicians of that day and this would hav 
told the man with the withered hand to wait until Monday, 
as he suffered no pain and had waited so long; but the 
divine physician would not postpone the opportunity to do 
good, and healed all who came to him at the risk of his life. 

“The people who complained of his acts were neither 
hungry nor afflicted. There will be thousands of people at 
the Exposition, wealthy and cultured, comfortably housed, 
who can lounge and ramble away Sundays and remain there 
as long as they please. They can afford to apply the law 
strictly, as was attempted to be done to the disciples. But 
there will be other thousands there who cannot make a long 
stay, and other thousands still who cannot, or will not, be 
permitted to leave their employment except on Sunday. 
Those thousands must see the Exposition on Sunday or 
never. I believe that if the savior himself would speak, see- 
ing those multitudes gathered there hungry for knowledge, 
he would open the doors and say: ‘Many of the objects 
within testify of me; enter and be profited.’ 

It is not a proposition to erect an entertainment on Sun- 
day. All the exhibits will be in place, and the only question 
is: Shall the people be permitted to look at them with their 
eyes, or be locked out, and ramble to resorts or go out on 
excursions. To hide them away and bar the entrance to 
those buildings and present to the world the spectacle of 
that great International Exposition—collected from the four 
quarters of the globe—a very cosmos of itself, with its teem- 
ing avenues of information and marvelous lessons, concealed 
from view, and all those multitudes of poor people, anxious 
to behold and learn, locked out from a scene worth a trip 
across the ocean to see, would be merely to gratify a senti- 
ment of a few people, and which is without good reason. 
Surely those who would keep the people out will be expected 
to suggest some better means of employing the time. All 
the churches in Chicago will not hold a quarter of the peo- 
ple. What shall be done with the balance? It will not do 
simply to lock these people out, and say we hav done our 
duty, and if they commit more sin it is not our fault. I sug- 
gest that services can be held in many places within the 
building. Let a great man preach in the Music Hall, and 
hav services in other places. Let pious and learned men 
lecture on the paintings of religious character, and giv in- 
formation and infuse good sentiments at the same time. 
Far more good can be done in that way than by locking the 
people out and sending them rambling through the city on 
Sunday. 

t‘ I believe good morals and the interests of religion itself 
demand that the buildings be opened on Sunday. 

“I hav written more than I intended, but as I occupy an 
official position in the government which givs standing to 
the Exposition, I thought due you in your high calling to 
giv my reasons.” 


We like better the letter of Governor Joseph K. 
Toole of Montana. He says without circumlocution 
or limitations that he is “in favor of keeping the 
Exposition open on Sundays.” The governor of 
Ohio considers it a social question, and is in favor of 
opening the Fair on a part of Sunday, as is Oongress- 
man Quinn, of New York, who, being a Catholic, 
would open the gates after 12 o’clock, when the peo- 
ple will hav had time to attend mass. The gov- 
ernor of Idaho, V. B. Willey, would open the Fair 
for the “benefit of the poor people of the city of 


Chicago ; they will find many things of more than 
usual interest in and about the grounds that will 
tend to elevate their standard and keep them from 
the saloons.” The Hon. Dudley Coleman, Congress- 
man for Louisiana, writes this queer letter: 

„Should the Columbian Exposition be open on Sunday? 
I reply most emphatically, Yes! 

“ This Exposition is to celebrate the anniversary of the 
discovery of this country by au Italian, and in a country 
named after that Italian; and now shall we insult his mem- 
ory and his name by a violation of the customs of his nativ 
country, by attempting to close the Exposition to those who 
from choice or necessity desire to enjoy the advantages, the 
rights, and the education of this Exposition by visiting it on 
Sundays? ‘When in Rome we do as the Romans do.’ 
Then, when honoring the memory of an Italian, why not 
remember his religion? This Columbian Exposition is to be 
an international affair, and as such we cannot expect that 
Puritan ideas should prevail. If an Exposition is ever held 
to celebrate the landing of the Pilgrims,’ I should tren be 
surprised to see that Exposition kept open on Sundays. If 
the Seventh-Day Adventists or the Jews should fnaugurate 
and hold an Exposition for more than à week, I should ex- 
pect to see it closed on Saturdays. The United States gov- 
ernment has invited to the Columbian Exposition other 
foreign nations, prominent among which are our Latin- 
American ueighbors, and they, following the customs of 
their countries, would not only prefer, but hav reason to 
expect, the Exposition to keep open and be running on Sun- 
days." 

The others, like pharisee Goodell, of New Hamp- 
shire, talk about maintaining the glory of the American 
Sabbath, when they mean that they desire to hav the 
Exposition closed on Sundays for the benefit of their 
own religion. Altogether, though, the expression of 
opinion obtained by the Zndependent is valuable, and 
shows as much liberality of views as could be ex- 
pected from men in high places of profit, honor, and 
power. And we heartily agree with the Independent 
that “it is of vital importance that this question, 
whether the gates of the Exposition shall or shall 
not be open on Sunday, should be settled rightly.” 
But we probably shall never be able to agree with 
the Independent's definition of right in this matter. 


—— . —ä—äñ 
A Possibility for Protestantism. 

Basing his estimate on the results of an actual 
religious census of a district on the west side of this 
town, the Rev. Mr. Junor of the Dutch Reformed 
church figures that the population of New York is 
thus divided with respect to religion: 


Roman Catholics. .................. .. . . .. . . . . 762,666 
Church-going Protestants . eee 258, 666 
Non-church. ces Protestants. — .. 253 333 
Heathen.. wbsacceicaicoastedeccvadeesedesessceesderesus sus . 325,835 

Total... . (—M—— Á— ET 1,600,000 


With these figures as a text the Sun preaches a 
sermonet to the brethren, especially of the Protestant: 
faith, which may well cause them to think. Of the 
non.church-going members of that church, enough of 
them, says that paper, ought properly to ba included 
among the heathen to make their number equal to 
about one-third of the population. And neither can 
all the church-going Protestants be called Christians 
in truth. Very many of them are only outward 
conformists. At heart they are Infidels and heathen 
Agnostics. They keep up their religious observances 
simply as a matter of social propriety and to please 
their wives; but when they express their honest 
Opinions they reveal themselvs as more or less rad- 
ical unbelievers. 

But if we went further, says the Sun, “and under- 
took to divide the population into those who cling 
sincerely to the old faith of Christianity and those 
who rejeci it wholly or partially, on which side would 
the majority be? Is it not probable that the truly 
faithful would be very far in the minority ? 

“The majority of Presbyterians, as the discussion 
and vote on the revision of the Westminster Oonfes- 
sion hav shown, are all at sea as to their faith. They 
do not know exactly what to believe, but they know 
that they do not believe the doctrinal standards of 
their church as they are now. And as what they re- 
ject involves the very existence aud sovereignty of a 
personal God, they are traveling on the road to total 
and downright Infidelity. The same may be said of 
the Oongregationalists. So far as outward indioa- 
tions go, the Baptists and Methodists are less 
affected by the prevailing skepticism. The Baptist 
millennial conference in Brooklyn proved that at 
least a strong party of that communion retain the 
most childlike faith in the letter of the Bible; and 
the new and revolutionary school of biblical criti- 
eism, with principles and methods so destructiv of 
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the old veneration for the scriptures as the veritable 
word of God, seems to hav produced little effect on 
the Methodist ministry. But, according to Mr. 
.MaeQuenry, arguing at his trial, the ranks of the 
Episcopal church are full of heretics, ‘I might a 
tale unfold about the good heretics in our church; 
he said, ‘that would probably make you tremble for 
the fate of traditional orthodoxy.’ The discussions 
at the recent church congress at Philadelphia showed 
& tendency to accept the conclusions of the later 
scientific and philosophical criticism of the scriptures 
which seems to justify the remark. It looks as if 
Mr. MacQueary were suffering rather because of his 
indiscretion in giving public utterance to heretical 
opinions than because of his singularity among the 
clergy in entertaining them. If all the Episcopal 
heretics were arraigned for trial ecclesiastical courts 
might hav to sit permanently in every diocese. If 
all the heretics of every church were now burnt alive 
at the stake, as Servetus was burnt in 1553, the 


awful fires would hav to be lighted in every town 


and kept burning ceaselessly day and night.” 

Thus it is, if these words be true; that civilization 
is destroying Ohristianity, as our fathers knew it, 
eliminating the cruel and absurd, and leaving only a 
system of ethics which has nothing to stand upon. 


Without the interposition of science, without an 
appeal to reason and experience, the church will 


some time be in a state of moral chaos, and that not 
far in the future. It surely behooves the heretics of 
Protestantism to pay attention to this possibility. 
er . —UAU—œA——ͤ ec 
‘The Macqueary Heresy Case. 

. The Macqueary heresy trial is affording the press 
of the country a great many texts fora great many 
newspaper sermons. The decision in the case is not 
expected for several weeks yet, and the sermons are 
likely to be multiplied many times. 


Mr. Macqueary’s heresy consists in denying that 


Jesus was born of a virgin and that there is a resur- 
rection of the body. These are two vital dogmas of 
the Christian faith, declared plainly in the articles 
of the Episcopal church. 

The views of the orthodox party are pretty well 
expressed by the Welsh monk, “ Father” Ignatius, 
in a sermon preached in the Lenox Lyceum, his 
text being, “ You shall earnestly contend for the 
faith once delivered to the saints.” His view was 
that “while Freethinkers, Infidels, Ágnosties, and 
Atheists had a perfect right to their opinions, they 
had no right to hold them and continue to call them- 
selvs Christians.” He went on: “The Macqueary 
case affords a magnificent opportunity for those who 
hav accepted Christ to say thai those who do not 
believe the truths of Christianity shall not stay in 
the Christian church and continue to poison the 
spiritual waters which our children are to drink. It 
is a worse crime to thus poison the soul than fo kill 

the body. It is the duty of the bishops to eradicate 
the poison that is now sapping the vitality of the 
church. If Mr. Macqueary is right in saying that 
the Rev. Dr. Heber Newton holds the same views 
that he does, Bishop Potter must put Dr. Newton 
out of the church. I hope Mr. Macqueary is mis- 
taken, and if Dr. Newton is here and will say he 
holds to historical Christianity, I will bo very glad 
to beg his pardon for thus publicly accusing him. 
But if what Mr. Macqueary says is true, out Dr. 
Newton must go. If I were a citizen of New York, 
I would petition the bishop to hav the awful charge 
against one of your best-known clergymen investi- 
gated, and if it is proved to be true, to open the 
doors of All Saints’ church very widely. The ques- 
tion before us is not whether Ohristianity be true, 
but whether a man who does not believe it can stay 
in the Christian church.” 

The liberal party in the church hesitate to take 
this orthodox and logical view, because of the wide 
consequences which must logically follow. There 
are a great many Macquearys in the church, and the 
methods by which he has arrived at his heretical con- 
clusions are the methods of a great part of Protest- 
ant scholarship. The very fundamental tenet of 
Protestantism, that the Bible is the supreme author- 
ity in matters of faith, is Mr. Macqueary’s justifica- 
tion, for the matter must be decided by its teachings 
and they bear more than one construction. And 
while his construction may be different from that of 
many clergymen, it is reached in accordance with the 
methods of modern Protestant criticism, methods 
originating with German biblical scholars and fol- 


writings, that soamp is Bob Burdette. 


lowed by innumerable English and American “ di- 
vines,” chief among whom is Professor Briggs, who 
was but a few days ago pronounced orthodox by 
Bishop Potter, of Mr. Macqueary’s own faith, and 
elevated to a high scholastic position by so orthodox 
an institution as the Union Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary. 

The court trying Mr. Macqueary, therefore, has 
before it, says a very lucid review of the case made, 
it would seem, in the interests of the heterodox 
party in the church, “ this whole method of biblical 
criticism to discover whether it is consistent with the 
faith of the church. As defined by Professor Briggs, 
it proceeds on the theory that the test of divine in- 
spiration is the truth of the utterances of the soript- 
ures. The old belief that the very language was 
inspired and dictated by God to human penmen, he 
dismisses as mere superstition, or bibliolatry, as he 
terms it. The divine authority, he teaches his Pres- 
byterian pupils, ‘is not in the style or in the words, 
but in the concept,’ or what is conceived by the 
mind. Hence he brings in man’s reason to determin 
whether there be inspiration from God. If what is 
said is true, it is inspired; if it is not true, it does 
not come from heaven. E 

* In other words, if we follow the precepts of Pro- 
fessor Briggs, the Bible is to be examined and criti- 
eised like any other book of religion. He does not 
hesitate to teach that while it contains inspired 
truths, it also contains unexplainable errors. He 
makes of it a fallible book, instead of the wholly 
true and awful word of God. The revelation of the 
almighty he finds not in the Bible merely, but also 
in the church and in the reason. He givs the reason 
the right to separate the chaff of human error from 
the wheat of divine truth and authority. 

Hens he rejoices at ‘the age of rationalism, with 
all its wondarful achievements in philosophy,’ since 
it is ‘preparing men to use their reason’ for this 
critical purpose. Neither is it surprising that he 
looks forward so confidently to ‘a happy resoncilia. 
tion’ between faith and reason, though he would hay 
defined this outcome more correctly if he had called 
it the surrender of faith to reason. No scientific 
skeptic asks for more than a rationalistic judgment 
of the Bible on its merits solely, and not as a book 
singled out as beyond human crificism because it is 
the word of God, and therefore of indisputsble au- 
thority.” l 

An Episcopsl clergyman, writing upon this case, 


said the prosesutora of Mr. Macqueary were really 


trying “a school of thought supported by an illus- 
trious company of clergymen.” And the position is 
summed up in these words by the reviewer before 
quoted: The court “cannot condemn him without 
condemning them; and if he is driven from the 
ehureh, they ought to follow. As compared with 
them, he is small and feeble. Punishing him would 
be like whipping a pupil for following the instruc- 
tions of a master whose wisdom he had been taught 
to reverence.” 

The Episcopal church is in a dilemma, from which 
it will require much shrewd squirming to find deliv- 
erance. But however the decision reads, the great 
fact brought out and emphasized is that heresy has 
found lodgment in the churches, and that the Chris- 
tianity of to-day is not Christianity at all. 

— . — —ñ-à. — 


The Rev. Robert J. Burdette. 


If there has ever been a “ converted” scamp who 
has taken particular pains to vilify and misrepresent 
Freethinkers, both in the pulpitand in his humorous 
One of his 
malicious squibs on “Ingersollism” has been the 
round of the religious press several times. 

The Christian Advocate of January 15th has a 
painful duty, it says, to perform with regard to Mr. 
Robart J. Burdette. That duty appears to be to 
rebuke his proclivity to get drunk. The Rev. Dr. 
Buckley writes, in sorrow, of course: 

„A few weeks ago the New York Tribune published an 
account of Robert J. Burdette, the lecturer, having a drink- 
ing bout at Amherst College five years ago with certain 
students. The Times, of this city, on Monday, January 5th, 
published a dispatch announcing that the Rev. Robert J. 
Burdette lectured on Friday evening, January 2d, for the 
Young Men’s Christian Association in St. Louis, and was to 
lecture Sunday afternoon, January 4th, at the same place, 
and at the Delmar avenue Baptist church in the evening. 
Mr. Burdette appeared at neither. The dispatch to the Times 
says: 

„The air is burdened with rumors of a midnight supper at 
Faust's Friday after the first lecture; that a gentleman looking 
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very much like the Rey. Bob and answering to his name was 
there, various houses were visited, and wine flowed freely.“ 

** We are sorry to see these things, and still more grieved 
to be compelled to publish what we know asa warning to 
Young Men's Christian Associations, Methodist Episcopal 
churches, and Chautauquas, and all other institutions where 
morality and temperance are valued, not to employ Robert 
J. Burdette as a lecturer. : 

“Last winter he was announced to lecture before the 
Young Men's Christian Association in the Lyceum Hall of 
Morristown, N. J. A large concourse assembled, among 
the rest the editor of this paper. Mr. Burdette arrived late, 
and came upon the platform in a condition which led us to 
think him drunk. Observing him carefully during the en- 
tire evening, we had no doubt that he was but partially 
recovered from a spree. Subsequently he went to different 
rum-shops in the city, drinking and amusing the persons 
present, and left the place the next morning about daylight 
in an intoxicated condition. The Young Men’s Christian 
Association, hearing statements of these things, investigated 


and found the facts as represented. The lecture bureau 


that furnished him to the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion investigated the matter, and found them as stated. 

** What our duty was to the Christian public greatly per- 
plexed us; but after reflection, in the hope that this was a 
mysterious lapse that might not occur again, we concluded 
to be silent; but when the program for the last Commence- 
ment exercises of Pennington Seminary, of which the writer 
is a trustee, was announced, and Mr. Burdette’s name ap- 
peared, we felt it our duty to notify the president privately, 
that he might make inquiry and ascertain the facts, A com- 
mittee of young men visited the Young Men's Christian 
Association aforesaid and the Lecture Bureau and discovered 
that the statements were correct, and the engagement was 
canceled. 

It now appears that instead of being an isolated instance 
at Morristown it is becoming a habit. Mr. Burdette is an 
ordained minister of a branch of the Christian church, un- 
questionably a man of genius, with whom we hav had large 
sympathy because of some pathetic elements in his earlier 
career, but the Young Men’s Christian Association and the 
varied branches of the Christian church that hav employed 
him should be cautioned that they are liable at any time to 
be plunged into a scandal of this sort, and that the moral 
effect of employing him until he reforms is unquestionably 
evil. 

** Publishing the foregoing with sorrow, we shall hail with 
joy the opportunity of placing upon the same page proof 
that Mr. Burdette has become worthy of Christian confi- 
dence.” 


We hope that now the Rev. Robert J. Burdette 
will cease lying about Infidels and Infidelity, and at- 
tend to the reformation of himself 

ee § — 


The Natural and the Supernatural. 

A writer in a Christian journal criticises his fellow 
church-members for what he considers their “ irra- 
tional prayers.” His text is the sickness unto 
death of a daughter of his neighbor and the vain 
supplications of a churchful of people for her re- 
covery. He says: 

“I could not join in the prayers, I could not lift my own 
voice in petition. To my heart it was mockery, it was irra- 
tional; and yet it is done every day, and he that does it 
mocks God. Christians who would not pray that roses 
might bloom in December, or that the apple might be ri- 
pened in May, will do the equally silly thing of praying thaf 
God will stay a self-limited disease. Yet the laws of the dis- 
ease are no less absolutely fixed than the laws of flower and 
fruit. A fever is a self-limited disease, of certain course and 
character. You may pray that its duration be stopped, but 
will you gain anything ?” 

We contend that when a Methodist writes such 
words and a Methodist journal publishes them, hope 
for the final prevalence of Rationalism is not without 
ground. The significance of the matter, however, 
may be thought by some to be lessened because the 
writer is a doctor. The more one knows about the 
natural the less he believes in the supernatural. 

— — . 2 ꝶ—ñͤ 
For Boycotting a Bakery. 

Mrs. Maria Kullberg kept a bakery in Hast Bos- 
ton. Mrs. Kullberg has a child. She also had the 
Roman Catholic religion, and has some of it now, but 
not so much as formerly. 

Mrs. Kullberg used to send her child to the paro- 
chial schools, but as it learned little she transferred 
its attendance to the public school. Thereupon Rev. 
Hugh O'Donnell, her priest, excommunicated her 
and ordered his parishioners to boycott her bakery, 
to the complete ruin of her little business And 
now she has entered suit against him for five thou- 
sand dollars damages. 

Such a suit as this has once before been decided 
in Boston, and against a priest. If Mrs. Kullberg 
can prove damage to her business from the boycott, 
it is likely that Rome will learn another lesson. The 
damage from the excommunication, however, will be 
hard to estimate. 
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Zetters from friends. 


. DusHor:, Pa., Jan. 6, 1891. 
Mr. Epirok: Inclosed find $5. 


TEUTH SEEKER. . W. Wairtiox. 


CHIOAGO, ILE., Jan. 8, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: I herewith inclose $3.25 for the subscription 
to your upgodly paper and for one of those Annvais for 
1891. I hav one of the Pictorial Text-Books” that my 
two little girls never get tired looking through. It seems to 
be always new and interesting to them. If you had any- 
thing else with pictures in I would order it immediately. 
As solidly for our cause as any man living, I am, 
Yours honestly, W. E. FOULKES. 


. Six Mizz BROOR, N. S., Jan. 6, 1891. 

MR. Eprrok: I inclose $8 for the year 1891 for the al- 
mighty TRUTH SEEKER, and twenty-five cents for the 
ANNUAL, whatever it is—I don’t know, and I do not believe 
God knows, either. However, keep the flag fiying. A 
blessed change is gradually and surely coming. Iam agree- 
ably surprised sometimes, when I travel among the people, 
to meet with so many skeptics and unbelievers in the old 
hell-fire superstition. JAMES Barry. 


Essex, Ia., Dec. 29, 1890. 
MR. Eprroz: I inclose $5, for which I wish the valuable 
paper, THE TRUTH SEEKER, One year, also the ‘‘ Freethink- 
er's Pictorial Text- Book " Ihav been a reader of the Boston 
Investigator about three years. What is the price of your 
paper in clubs? There are a great many Liberals in this 
vicinity. Please send a list of Liberal books that you hav 
forsale. There are a few school-teachers here who hav 
tried to enforce the scholars to read (and believe) the Bible 
every morning, also to pray ; but the directors objected, and 

it was stopped at once. Tuomas G. H. PORTER. 


Movnrt PrzasANT, PA., Jan. 19, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: I want my paper every week, and on Satur- 
days if possible, for I feel lonely on Sundays without it. I 
tell you that it is quite a treat, after a hard week’s work, to 
receive the glorious TRUTH SEEKER, and hav the grand 
privilege of perusing its multifarious subjects on the holy 
Sabbath. Watson Heston is a terror with his pictures—that 
is, to superstition. And how true to the nature of the sub- 
jects he handles! His pictorial sermon on Matt. vii, 9, is 

exactly the thing. I know it, for I hav been there. 
Yours truly, James RODGERS. 


Moonp Ciry, Jan. 4, 1891. 
Mr. Enrron: I must hav Tug TRUTH Beeker while I can 
pay forit and seeto read it. Mr. Peck’s letters suit me. 
They drive home and clinch. I hav them read when I can. 
I meet many who are like myself but tell me they cannot 
afford to subscribe to Tue TRUTH SEEKER. I tell some of 
them it is worth $3 to them to lose the fear of the devil 
and brimstone. The church-members do not trouble my 
wife for cakes or anything in that line. They pass by on 
the other side. I do not trouble their God-houses, 80 they 
mark me down for a hard old cuss. I like the way Heston 

does things up. Yours for Universal Liberty, 
i James ADAMS. 


Rooxport, Mo., Jan. 17, 1891. 
Mx. Eoiror: I herewith send a petition to open the 
World's Fair on each Sunday of its continuance. I solicited 
274 persons, and 250 signed the petition. Do you not think 
that is a pretty good showing? There is one dear old parson 
writes a wail to one of our local papers. He says: Whither 
are we drifting? Here we hav the saloon, and a number of 
our leading citizens memorialize the Columbian Exposition 
commissioners to keep Open on Sunday, thereby overthrow- 
ing the Sunday law. Whither are we drifting?” Oh, dear! 
I think I will get up another list. I think I can get another 
250 names with a little effort. I wish you would send me 

your TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL when it is ready. 

G. G. Brox. 

Gotpgn, IA., Jan. 13, 1891. 
Mx. Eprror: Mr. Charles Watts gave two lectures in the 
city hall, Manchester, Ia., on the evening of January 6th 
and 7th. The first lecture—subject, ‘‘ Secularism and Chris- 
tianity: Which is Superior ?“ -was delivered to a small but 
attentiv audience. The second lecture, Christianity, Its 
Nature and Origin,“ was listened to by a larger audience, in 
which were three ministers, one priest, and a half-dozen law- 
yers. During the lecture Mr. Watts challenged them to de- 
bate, but at the close of the lecture when the call was made 
for questions and criticisms there was no response. All con- 
vinced? Yes, convinced that they could not answer him. 
Although the Christian angels of suppression gobbled up 
the five hundred hand-bills which we had printed and posted, 

the lectures were a success. R. N. Hows. 


MasonzsTER, Mo., Jan. 7, 1891. 

Mr. E®iror: Please send THE TRUTH SEEKER to the fol- 
lowing address for one year. Inclosed find $3 in payment 
of the same. 

I cannot get any other subseriber here. There are but 
few Liberals in this vicinity, and some of them are too poor 
to subscribe. I giv my papers to some of my friends after 
reading them, and hope in this way to do some good. It is 
sowing good seed that will soon take root, and bring good 
fraitsome day. But wecannot expect to make much change 
for many years tocome. It is my opinion that the weakest 
point in the orthodox linea ia the 6.Lbath superstition, aud 
if Liberals can break the line there it will be easy to make 


Please send me the 
ANNUAL for 1891, and use the balance for benefit of THE 


gentleman by the name of John Peck wants to get a Chris- 
tian of mustard-seed faith just now for the benefit of the 
sick, and givs a very fair offer of $1,000 a month. 
almost made me sick ever since I read it that I am not a 
Christian, as I am only getting $25 a month for grubbing 
land. Would Mr. Peck also furnish a couple of hold-ups, 
as in the case of Moses when’ they were busy killing babies 
—they could not run, you know? For if so, I will look 
around and see what I can do. 


think that praying will do any good just now. 
too many churches on his hands. Has too many irons in the 
fire. 
never see a mivister call on him nowadays when they are 
Bick; they always call on a doctor. 


from the choir, being made deacons and elders of churches, 
looked up to as the leading men of the town, holding up 


church and its superstitious humbug, notwithstanding the 


but it is a difficult matter, as the people here hav got so full 


] further advances. It seems to me.that Remsburg’s “ Sab- 


bath Breaking,” if it was published in a pamphlet of about 
twenty-four pages and sold at ten cents, would do much 
good, as there are many persons who would be willing to 
read it who would not read a larger work or a more radical 
work. There is nothing in it to offend any intelligent 
church-member, but it might set many to thinking and lead 
them to further investigation. C. W. CAINES. 


: OswkGO, ORE., Jan. 9, 1891. 

Me. EprrOoR: There is nothing that givs me more pleasure 
than to read your valuable TRUTH SEEKER, and to bear the 
proud title of ** Infidel.” Oswego is a small place six miles 
south of Portland. It has about six hundred inhabitants, 
and three joss-houses, namely, the Catholic, Congregational, 
and: Methodist. The Methodists hav the only Sunday- 
school. This Sunday-school hagan Englishman to teach the 
Holy Queer class. When Samuel P. Putnam billed this place 
for a lecture this Sunday-school teacher cautioned the school 
about going to hear the ** Infiddle" speak. When Putnam 


came I told him of it, and in the next issue of Freethought 
the following article appeared : ** If there is anything in the 
world that will make a Christian dance, it is the music of 
an “ In-fiddle.” 


Long liv Heston and the cartoons! E. L. DAVIDSON. 


Mount Px ASANT, Uran, Jan. 9, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: In see in your most reasonable paper that a 


It has 


The Lord says, Pray and you shall receive, but I do not 
He has got 


I know he must be terribly busy just now, because I 


But the Lord also says, Hunt and you shall find, and so 


I think I will take a hunt and when I find I will let you 
know. However, in the mean time, I will tell all the Chris- 
tians I see about the offer, as I consider it a fair one, after 
all. 
SEEKER. 


A happy New Year to Mr. Peck and Tur Troura 
News P. NELSON. 


Oxrorp, Nova Soora, Jan. 12, 1891. 
Mz, Eprrog: Things are running along about the same in 
this town. The churches and Salvation Army still keep 
hammering away. That they are making their members 


any better is not, however, very evident, as we hav lately 
had an exhibition of some of the worst and most crooked 
business transactions ever seen in this neighborhood. Had 


the parties been strangers (as were the ‘‘ Picturesque Can- 
ada” agents), we would not hav been surprised, but when 
we see them going to church two or three times every Sun- 
day, carrying a bundle of books under their arm almost as 
big as à haystack, piuching their Bibles go tight that the 
middle appears to be being pinched out at the ends, attend- 
ing prayer-meeting on week-nights, bawling praises to God 


their own honor and integrity às things beyond taint, it 
seems a strange thing that so many still hang on to the 


trickery and knavery carried on under the cloak of religion. 
We are trying hard to get them to open their eyes and see, 


of the Holy Ghost they hav no room for common sense. 
Wishing you a happy New Year, I remain, 


Yours truly, SUSBSORIBER, 


GLASFORD, ILL., Jan. 14, 1891. 

Mr. Epitor: Please find $4.25, for which I wish you to 
send The Candle From. Under the Bushel ” to the parties 
mentioned below. I was very sorry to hear of the disaster 
which befell Mr. Wm. Hart, of Kirksville, Mo., author of 
„The Candle From Under the Bushel.” T bought a copy of 
his book six months ago, and would say it is the best book I 
ever read. And Tux TRUTH BERKER is the best paper. 
Christianity Before the Court,“ by John Peck, is worth 
the price of Tur TRUTH SEEKER for one year alone. I hope 
Peck may liv to be as old as Methusaleh, 80 he cau keep 
Christianity before the court. That is just what we want. 
As for the pictures, I would say, let them come. I would 
like to see one on every page of the paper. I keep hotel, 
and I keep Taz TRUTH Szexer on my desk and the pictures 
draw the attention of most of my guests. We hav two 
churches in this place, Methodist and Baptist, and I do not 
think there are over twenty-five members in all, and most 
are women and children. The circuit was so hard up last 
yearthat they could not pay the Methodist pulpit-pounder, 
so I took a subscription paper and raised him $50 to get 
away on. I only got about $7 of that amount from the 
church-members. Superstition and religion go hand in hand. 
When ignorance rules the innocent suffer, as in the case 
where the Lord struck David's child when he should hav 
struck the old devil David instead. W. F. FAnNESTOOK. 


TERRELL, Tex., Jan. 10, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: I hav just heard two lectures at Forney, 
near here, by Samuel P. Putnam, on ‘ Liberalism,” and 
The History of the Bible." They were the first Liberal 
lectures ever delivered in Forney. Mr. Putnam handled 
{hem so nicely that Lam sure the churca people who Heard 


him hav a different opinion of us and our cause now than 


they had before his visit. There was a good crowd out for 
Forney, and they gave the speaker marked attentión. Mr. 
Putnam set. our cause squarely before them, and showed its 
superiority to orthodoxy in producing good fruit. Then he 
furnished Liberals. with solid food. j 

I wish that Mr. Putnam could deliver these two lectures 
in every community in Christendom. They are just such 


| talks ag our cause needs. . Church people need them to get 


the truth. The weak Liberals need them to prevent starva. 
tion, and to giv them life. 

We are to hav a four days’ debate here, commencing Feb- 
ruary 2d, on the inspiration of the Bible, by Mr. O A. 
Phelps, Liberal, and Mr. A. O. Riall, pastor Christian church. 
We are expecting a good time. We will show the chure 
before we get through that we hav something on our side 
worthy of attention. 

I see much hard work before us, but I can see enc»urage- 
ment. Boys growing up are hearing these things, and the 
church can never control them as formerly. They hav lost 
their power over the thinking people. There are men now 
in every community talking our cause. We néed only 
organization, and a way to circulate our literature, and it 
would cause such a revolution of thought and good as was 
never seen in any country. T. C. Grass. 


STEUBENVILLE, O., Jan. 6, 1891. 

Mr. Epiror: I admire your article on what kills Secular 
Unions and Leagues in your first issue of the year. It seems 
to me that nothing can be done to advance the cause of hu- 
manity while Christianity exists and while priests can rule 
the people with the idea of a ghost who will puntsh them 
everlastingly if they refuse or neglect to do as they tell them. 
In reading history we find the origin of almost all the wara and 
massacres Of the last fifteen hundred years has been religion. 
But for it this world might hav been a paradise compared to 
what it is. It blotted out the civilization already attained 
by the Greeks, the Romans, and the Moors. Religion has 
been the curse of the world. Inall ages it has divided the 
people into two or more hostil armies, and now in the short 
time since Stanley has opened Africa, the marquis of Lorne 
tells us in the North American Review, the natural rivalry of 
the priests of the Catholics and Protestants is a little disap- 
pointing. For instance, in Uganda they hav divided the na- 
tives into two parties. The Katolica, as the Roman Catholic 
blacks cal! themselvs, are at civil war with the Men of the 
Book, as the Protestant blacks are called. Then the Arabs 
come and use these divisions, and King Mwanga had lately 
to hold his court in the security of an island in the great 
lake Victoria, because he was powerless on the main land. 
Serious conflicts hav occurred between tie rival factions, 
and the missionaries hav been more occupied with dressing 
wounds of late than with the care of souls. The old united 
nation of Uganda has been rent in twain. This has been the 
fate of all nations who admit the Christian priest, until one 
faction crushed out the other. And if either faction gets 
the control of the young in either parochial or public schools, 
farewell to freedom. They will hav the people of this coun- 
try a8 they hav in all others where they hav been admitted, 
with their hands on each other's throats. JohN Downes. 


Nationa, Home, Wis., Jan. 17, 1891. 

Mr. Eprroz: May the gods lie with impunity? Now, the 
Christian’s God repeatedly called himself the son of man, and 
said he had not where to lay his head (Luke ix, 5, 8); yet 
the veriest idiotic Christian living knows well enough that 
he was not the son of man, but God’s gon, and God himself 
at that; and that he built a limitless universe for his own 
use, and had several places to lay his head. Then, let us go 
back to the prophet, who is the best of Christian authority, 
for he cries out vehemently : ** O Lord God of hosts, why is 
my pain perpetual and my wound incurable which refuseth 
to be healed? Wilt thou be altogether unto me asa liar, 
and as waters that fail? O Lord, thou hast deceived 
me, and I was deceived” (Jer. xv, 20). It is quite evident 
that for plain home talk“ and holy impudence Jerry ex- 
celled, and would hav proved a host in himself in a Sanday- 
school like unto that of the great Wanamaker’s, especially 
on the divine curse. Hear him: ‘‘Curaed be the day 
wherein I was born: let not the day wherein my mother 
bore me be blessed. Cursed be the man who brought tidings 
to my father, saying, A man child is born unto thee, making 
him very glad. And let that man be as the cities which the 
Lord overthrew, and repented not: and let him hear the cry 
in the morning, and the shouting at noontide; because he 
slew me not from the womb,” etc. I regret exceedingly that 
the obscenity laws of our country prevent my quoting the 
balance of this sanctimonious slush belched forth by this 
lachrymose prophet Jerry. So I must forbear. Prison bars 
are dolesome things to gaze upon from the dark side. Yea, 
verily, giv our school.children the Bible, lest they forget 
Abraham’s God in the days of their youth, and wax gleeful 
over Joshua lassoing the sun. NELSON Hunt. 


Byron, Minn., Jan. 6, 1891. 

Mr. Epitor: As souls hav advanced in value, as they 
usually do about this time of the year, our saints (?) are 
holding a week of prayer, prepraytory (preparatory) for a 
messiah craze revival. They are putting on their war-paint, 
and the war. cry is heard in the land. Wounded-Head of 
the Methodist tribe, and Young-man-who-is-atraid-of-the- 
Infidel of the Baptist band, are somewhat hostil toward one 
| another, and it is feared by our most respected citizens that 
an outbreak may occur at any time, but as their weapons 
are nothing but thick-pointed lances (tongues) the battle is 
not liable to be more serious than heretofore. None hav 
been killed, but some quite seriously wounded in reputation. 
Our Baptist minister here said he would be g'ad to visit me, 
but I had to promis that I would not mention the Bible to 
him while at my house! When asked if it was not his place, 
nay, his duty, to expound, instruct, clear up the mystery 
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surrounding this book, his answer was that when the devil 
had hardened a man's heart against God and his works, it 
` was almost impossible to take him from his (the devil's) 
clutches. What grand reasoning this is! Iasked him what 
the promis was worth, As long as the light burneth the 
vilest sinner may return. 

T hope that Mr. Peck will liv to see a good many years, as 
he is doing lots to wipe ont this drivel called Christianity. 
And there are our noble Ingersoll, Jamieson, Remsburg, 
Reynolds, Mrs. Besant, Miss Gardener, and our Miss Wixon, 
who help to make our grand old TRUTA SEEKER the best 
paper in the world. I hope to be able soon to send to you 
forsome books. I wish you would send me your list of 
publications. . 

I wish to invite any and all Liberals to write me, as I 
would be glad to read letters from anyone who is the friend 
to humanity, and who has the backbone to express himself 
as against a fraud, whatever name it bears. Wishing you 
and the readers of your paper prosperity, I am, 

Fraternally yours, WALTER A. JOHNBON, 


Orillia, Canada, I was loaned a copy of Tug TRUTH SEEKER, 
and hav bought one weekly ever since. I am more and 
more,as weekg pass by, satisfied that it is doing a great 
work. Many of the leading articles are eminently qualified 
to brush the cobwebs of superstition from the minds of all 
readers, especially honest seekers after truth. Heston’s car- 
1185 are beyond all praise. He is a genius of no mean 
order. 

I would by your permission giv to the readers of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER a short account of my experience as a truth 
seeker. I was born in England of Methodist parents. My 
grandmother was one of the earliest converts to Methodism 
in the county of Derby, she having heard John Wesley 
preach several times. In my teens I joined the Methodist 
church and was in communion with that church until 1868, 
when I left England and settled in Canada. While yet in my 
teens I was made a teacher in the Sunday-school. As a 
member of the church and a teacher I deemed it my duty to 
use my best endeavors to be useful. Prompted by this 
motiv, I listened attentivly to the preachers who from time 
to time addressed us from the pulpit, who assured us that 
their word was a counterpart of the Bible, which was the 
inspired word of God. Of course, being a novice, I be. 
lieved all they said, and endeavored to conform my life to 
their teaching. 'These preachers did not fail to tell us all 
about Adam and Eve and the woeful consequences of their 
eating the forbidden fruit; that their loving God held us re- 
sponsible for our progenitors’ sins as well as our own. 
These assertions rather staggered me, but I tried my best to 
“bolt the whole hog, bristles and all.“ And further, we 
were warned that if these sins were not repented of they 
would sink us in the lowest hell of fire and brimstone. I 
became very anxious to keep out of those hot quarters, and 
did my best to repent as directed. Having repented, as 
instructed by these self-styled embassadors of Christ, I was 
told that a further work of grace must take place in my soul 
ere I could be safe. This consisted in what they termed 
being justified by faith in the efficacy of Christ’s blood. I 
did my best to exercise the justifying faith insisted upon by 
these divinely illumined men. At this point I thought I had 


Movunp City, Kan., Dec. 30, 1890. 

Mr. Entog: I hav noticed one or two communications in 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER the past summer against Prohibition in 
Kansas—rigmarole, little truth in them. The fellow seemed 
to run on greatly about the detraction and falsehoods alleged 
against temperance folks. The fact is, he was all wrong, 
and, only excepting a few cities like the one he writes from, 
Leavenworth, Wichita, etc., Prohibition has prohibited, 
The quiet, rural population of this state of Kansas has been 
greatly benefited by the temperance cause as it has been run. 
One needs no greater evidence as to which side detraction 
has been fulminated on than those communications from his 
prolific pen. There are quite a number of political heads in 
this state that are so demoralized that truth with them is fic- 
tion, for they deny points and facts of history with a subver- 
siv purpose that tends to perturb states, and every philan- 
thropic man or woman who assumes to contravene them is a 
mark for all the slander they can invent. Being without fair 


drugs in the advertisment of a quack nostum. 
cured with vegetable remedies.” A condition as uncertain 
as health is here warranted. What could be more evident 
than the folly of such words? 


argument to answer their opponent, they stoop to assail char- 
acter, as a means of support, and for political effect to sustain 
a sinking cause. When these cormorants are ousted from 
power and place, and dominance in society, and old corrupt 
parties are supplanted by a new party on more beneficent 
principles, then the purification of politics“ may not be an 
‘iridescent dream." The people are getting awake out of 
their Rip van Winkle sleep of twenty-eight years and dream- 
ing of pleasure, while being robbed by the million, cheated, 
impoverished, and enslaved through the acts of professed 
politicians, who hav cast. their soporific reasonings toward 
the masses in order that monopoly may filch from their 


pockets. - Yours, . Wu.. B. Lewis. 
East RAxN DOT PE, N. Y., Jan. 18, 1891. 
Me. Epiror: Having just returned home from the revival 


meeting in progress in the Union church of this small city 
between the bramble-tipped hills, I will write a little about it. 
Two white.collared fellows called preachers, from Brooklyn, 
N. Y., hav been converting a few souls to their way of think- 
ing during the past two weeks. We understand the follow- 
ing persons hav sought and found Jesus:“ Mary Dixon, our 
artist, a pure and lovable and esteemed young lady, who seem- 
ingly could be no better. She got scared under the Jonathan 
Edwards style of preaching, and her intellect gave way to her 
emotional nature, and she was captured by hearing about 
the dreadful and frightful pictures of hell. Poor girl, we 
pity her, and all such tender souls. Katie More, her com- 
panion, a pure-minded little girl, got scared also. Joe Wes. 
cott, John Hammel, Fred. Burker, Homer Dixon, Mrs. F. L. 
Rich, Mrs. Chauncy Helmes, Mrs. Jula Parker, Lizzie Gol- 
den, Dora Dow, Frankie Dow, Kittie Crawford, Dud Wait, 
and Mrs. James G. Benson, all ‘‘ stood up for Jesus." Amid 
the tumult of voices and discordant singing the good 
sisters and brothers” went forward to the ** mourners’ seats ” 
and breathed out upon the unwholesome, oppressiv, and poi- 
. Bonous atmosphere the learned words of speech we hav often 
heard them repeat before—nothing new, no advancement, 
the game old whangdoodle expressions, synonyms of super- 
stition. 

I hate those who put lashes upon the body, and I despise 
those who put the soul in chains. As a matter of fact, who 
can reasonably teach what is not known? The 21,757,171 
Christians of America know no more about the future than 
the unlettered savage of the wild West, for both are ag 
ignorant about the whence and whither of our lives as 
the lonely rivers of the unpeopled waters or the snow- 
kissed mountains of California. Fear is the jailer of the 
mind, and superstition is the assassin of Liberty. Religious 
persons are convicts and within their brain you will always 
find some weeping sorrow sits that longs to see the 
bright and happy dawn of joy, a joy they once possessed, un- 
til they yielded their freedom, manhood and womanhood, to 
the slimy coils of superstition. O fellow-travelers, joy and 
sorrow intermingle in the lives of all, but the less sorrow 
and more joy the better. The brightest day is dark enough 
without our adding to its darkness by going to ‘‘ revivals” 
and picturing to ourselvs and friends a painful future. Look 
upon the bright side of life, friends. Death is the inevitable 
law of nature, but, friend or reader, all that is good and no- 
ble is secure from the moldering touch of time, and every 
generous impulse of the human heart should blossom into 
loving deeds, and liv to be a pall-bearer at the grave of all 
the creeds of superstition’s night. Banish all fear from your 
souls, and liv in the enjoyment of the present. The future 
will take care of itgelf. Sincerely, R. R Jonzs. 


Prior's Corners, Jan. 14, 1891. 
trading with Mr. T. Moffat, of 


Mz. Epor : Through 


à 


got to the end of my trouble, when I was informed that there 
was another step I must take before I could take my place 
among the blood-washed throng who day and night thronged 
This consisted in entire 
sanctification. Under this sage advice I determined to scale 
the last hight, and thus hav a full claim to a good lot 
amongst the sanctified. Thus I did my beet to pervert my 
proper nature, and failed. My duties as a Sunday-school 
teacher necessitated much scripture-reading to prepare my- 


the streets of the New Jerusalem. 


self for the efficient discharge of those duties. This I con- 


scientiously did, as I also read any books recommended as 


aids in the task of mastering the difficulties by which I soon 
found myself encumbered. After years of study and pa- 
tient determination to reconcile the irreconcilable, I gave up 


the task; and, to make a long story short, I tried to stay 
myself at Unitarianism, but found that between Rome and 
reason ” there is no halting-place. 
thralldom of the creeds I hav found true satisfaction; and 
Iam doing my little best to pull down what for years I did 
my best to build. 


Since I got clear of the 


In your paper of the 3d inst. the poem, ‘‘A Petition to 


the Senate and House of Representativs of the United 
States,” is one of the cleverest things I ever read upon the 


subject touched upon. I suggest that it be printed on fly- 
sheets and be circulated as thick as autumn leaves. I am, 
Yours with much esteem, PEROIVAL TAYLOR. 


Rep Canon, Wyo., Jan. 4, 1891. 


Mn. EnprroR: A journal go full of truth as THE TRUTH 


SzgExzR lends vivid contrast to a lie. 
To see a silly advertisment by some quack of his ** cure- 
all” is quite in time with the money-making instincts of a 


non-truth-seeking press. Birds of a feather flock together, | 


and traffickers in lies consistently stand side by side in the re- 


ligious journal, while quite often the bray from the pulpit 


reinforces the charlatan’s quack. 

The one pictures vividly the horrors of bodily disease ante- 
mortem; the other discourses on the pyretic condition of 
the soul in an assumed post-mortem state. 

Both hold in their hands a balm, a cure. all.“ 

Dr. Quack will sell his universal panacea for $1 per bottle 
after first advertising to cure you free. 

The man that dances under a loud-mouthed bell cries 
**galvation free” with long-drawn ‘‘ whangdoodle” utter- 
ance. Then he draws a check payable in eternity’s bank in 
return for checks on mundane banks. 

Both quacks and preachers learn deftness in the art of 
fingering the keys of fear in human minds to tunes of hope 
that boom the earthly and the heavenly nostrum stocks to 
make the quacks and preachers richer and the people poor. 
The world’s truth seekers hav been its modest men, and 
as they older grow they see the horizon of the unknown 
grow wider. Thus they hav not claimed to be infallible. 
The alchemist, magician, and astrologer were the infallible 
men of old. They were truth knowers that had never been 
truth seekers. 

The much they knew blocked all their seeking mental 
wheels. 

They showed to the credulous what seemed wonderful, 
and thus inspired a fear in other minds that checked the 
search for truth. 

Thanks to the truth seekerg of the past, we liv to-day in 
an age of science and business. 

The man who claims to-day to hava medicin that will 
permanently cure dropsy and asthma without fail deserves 
the contempt of every truth lover and truth seeker. Science 
has not solved those problems yet, and such arrogant claims 
are insults to the toiling thousands of honest truth seekers 


in the science of pathology—which is daily advancing, no 
thanks to thege charlatans. i 


Likewise the man who claims to work for nothing insults 


every honest man that, in tenor with upright business meth- 
ods, exacts just payment for his toil. This man is not a 
business man, but a mere pirate on the high seas of business, 
in short, he is a confidence man. 


It ill becomes TEE TRUTH BERKER to publish the advertis- 


ments of fakirs. 


Observe the catering to popular superstition pertaining to 
** Pogitivly 


Observe how a popular superstition gets here a pat upon 


the back—''Cured with vegetable remedies,” in short, a 


promis not to use that ** dreadful," but indispensable, mer- 
cury. 

All for a few dollars a man poses as a philanthropist, a 
giver of something free“ to every sufferer. What a gen- 
erous, self-sacrificing man this must be; how nicely he 
poses, like other good men we read about, that sell salvation, 
but do not even provide the bottle, underneath a clanging 
Sabbath bell. Dr. C. E. BOYNTON. 


Manrrinssura, W. Va., Dec. 24, 1890. 

MR. EpiToR: As Freethinkers enlisted for the great cause 
of mental liberty and human freedom, we are gratified to 
know that Freethought is slowly but surely advancing, and 
I believe it is only a question of time when thousands of men 
&nd women who hav been strongly religious, and are yet, to 
some extent at least, nominal believers, will accept the prin- 
ciples of Freethought. It would be very true, if there is a 
God, the assertion of Christians that if God was, with one 
they would make a majority; but as there is no proof he 
exists, then the truth is all or anything that is or all or any- 
thing that is not. If the gospel is true there is a living per- 
sonal God, heaven and hell; if not true, then God, heaven 
and hell, area myth. Then truth represents nothing, for it 
would be amyth. It is well known to Rationalists that it is 
useless and vain to believe in Christianity. Much of its 
propositions is unjust, and its claim that the gospel is God's 
authority is unsupported by proof. The fact is, there is not 
the least evidence to prove that an almighty God, so long be- 
lieved in by the world, exists. Ido not say there is no God, 
because I cannot prove there is not one, but I do say asa 
positivist that the evidence is insufficient—I may say, totally 
lacking, in anything supernatural and miraculous, demon- 
strated to me, or, to the best of my belief, to the most pious 
onearth. If there isa God existing, we can never in this 
life know. Belief and knowledge are different. We can be- 
lieve in anything without evidence. Imagination, hallucina- 
tion, and belief are identical. Acting under a delusion 
comes from believing whether true or not. Knowledge ig 
knowing what we affirm to be true beyond all doubt. We 
know, if we know anything, that all that exists is of cause 
and effect. For all the best and most reliable evidence 
that can be known, the facts of nature and the daily experi- 
ence of life, must convince the Rationalist aud honest in- 
quirer of truth that we do not know and cannot know of the 
existence of a living personal God. We know the truths of 
nature, which in its own laws of cause and effect is sufficient 
for all its great wonders. All that is supernatural is a myth 
so far as we are concerned. Spiritualism is more beautiful 
than Christianity as an ideal state of future existence, but 
alas! we do not and cannot know if its claims are true or 
not. I hav read a great deal about its claims, but, in the 
first place, what I object to is that its proposition to the 
world of its way of its alleged truth being proved by self- 
appointed mediums and spirit rappings and slate-writings, 
is all open to suspicion, and many of those Spiritualist me- 
diums hav been proved frauds. I know, if I know any- 
thing, that if Spiritualism was true all could know its truth, 
without going to self-appointed mediums, as plain as the 
noonday sun. If I cannot myself find out the truth that 
there is immortality beyond the grave, I am pretty sure no 
others can. Iam in favor of the fullest and freest investiga- 
tiou into all claims that Spiritualists make. I hav no right 
to oppose either Christianity or Spiritualism through prej- 
udice, for prejudice is ignorance, the meanest and most 
stubborn trait of human nature. The truth is discovered 
only through impartiality. Existence is a mystery. If we 
are to find the truth and not be humbugged and deluded by 
the claims of Christianity and Spiritualism, we must hav the 
ability to doubt, and the courage to doubt when there ig 
room to doubt, then we will be true to ourselvs. I know 
that Freethinkers are the most intelligent, broad-minded, 
and noble people, necessarily positiv in their intellectual and 
mental capacity. They sow not the seeds of delusion, know- 
ing that the truth is the all in all. Whether there is a here- 
after or not, I am sure the most pious believer does not want 
to liv and die in delusion. It is very easy to see that faith 
is powerful enough to satisfy milliong of men and women. 
It makes no difference how much the heavy, cold hands of 
misfortune fall on them, they lose not faith, but praise God 
from whom all blessings flow. I do not wish to even think, 
let alone try, to advise or dictate to any person ongany sub- 
ject that concerns them personally. I wish to bea true Lib- 
eral. There must be, as Colonel Ingersoll says, intellectual 
hospitality. If the world is learning anything, it knows the 
meaning of religious and civil liberty; that individuality is 
asserting itself; that man is responsible to himself and his 
fellow-men. Do what we will, we cannot hurt and injure 
the unknown and abstract. When we do harm or good, the 
results fall on ourselvs or our fellow-creatures. Whether 
life is worth living is clearly an open question, Let us be 


true to ourselvs and we will be true to the truth. 
à T. J. ConNEES. 
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| gihildren's Corner. 


Hdtted by Miss Susans H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


„Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 

. Oomes a pause in the day'8 occupations 
That is known a8 the Ohildren's Hour.” 


The First Banjo. 


Go ‘way, fiddle, folks is tired of hearin’ you a 
squawkin’, 

Keep silence for your bettahe: don’t you hear de 
banjo talkin’? 

About de 'possum's tail she’s gwine to lecter, 
ladies listen, 

About de har what isn't dar and why de ha'r is 
missin’. 

Dar’s gwine to be an ober flow said Noah, lookin’ 
solemn, 

For Noah took de Herald and he read de ribber 
column ; 

And 80 he sot bis hands to work a clearin’ timber 
patcher, 

And ‘lowed he's gwine to build a boat to beat the 
steamer Natchez. 


Old Noah kept a nailin’ ard a chippin’ ard a 
gawin’, 

And all de wicked neighbors kept a laughin’ an' a 
pshawin’; 

But Noah didn't mind 'em, knowin’ what was 
gwine to happen, 

And forty days an’ forty nights de rain it kept a 
drappin’. ; 

Now Noah had done kotched a lot of every sort of 
beast’es, ] 

Ob all de shows a trabblin’ it beat 'em all to pieces. 

He had a Morgan colt an’ seberal head of Jersey 
cattle, 

And druv’’em board de ark soon’s he heard de 
thunder rattle. 


Den such anoder fall of rain it come so awful 
hebby, ! 

De ribber riz immejitly an’ busted troo de lebby. 

De people all was drownded out cept Noah an’ de 
critters, 

An’ men he'd hired to work de boat an’ one to mix 
de bittere. x 

De ark she kept a sailin’, an’ sailin', an’ sailin’, 

De lion got his darder up an’ like to bruk de 
palin’, 

The sarpints hissed, the panthers yelled, till what 
with all the fussin’, 

You couldn't hardly hear de mate a bossin’ round 
and cussin’. 


Now Ham, de only nigger dat was runnin’ on de 
packet, 

Got lonesome in de barber shop an’ couldn't stand 
de racket, 

And 80, for to amuse heself, he steamed some 
wood and bent it, 

And soon he had a banjo made, de first dat was 
invented. 


He wet de ledder, stretched it on, made bridge 
an’ crews an’ aprons 

An’ fitted in a proper neck, ‘twas berry long and 
tap’rin’. 

He took some tin an’ twisted him a thimble for to 
ring it, 

An’ den de mighty question riz, how was he gwins 
to string it? $ 

De ‘possum had as fine a tail as dis dat Tse a 
singin’, 

De ha’rs 80 long an’ thick an’ strong, jest fit for 
banjo stringin’. 

Dat nigger shaved 'em off as short as washday 
dinner graces, : 

An’ sorted ob em by de size from little E's to 
bases. 


He strung her, tuned, struck a jig, twas nebber |. 


mind de wedder, 

She sound like forty ‘leben bands a playiu’ all 
togedder. 

Some went to pattin', some to dancin’, Noah called 
de figgere, 

And Ham he sot an’ knocked de tune de happiest 
of de niggers. 


Now, since dat time it's mighty strange dar’s not 
de slightest showin’ 

Of any hair upon de possum's tail a growin. 

And curi's, too, dat nigger's ways his country neb. 
ber lost em, 

For where you find de nigger dar's de banjo and 
de post um. 

— —__—. 


What Do You Think! 


What do you think of a duty done, 

Earnest and faithful from sun to sun? 
Does it not show, amid shadows and sin, 
Flashes of light from the kingdoms within? 


Listen, my children; I'll giv to you 

A simple record honestly true. 

This is the story: One cold spring morn, 
Ere days of roses and warmth were born, 
A friend of mind in her cellar found 

A pretty sight on the cold damp ground: 
Just fourte’n chickens downy and white, 
Peeping gnd pecking with all their might, 
And every one in a dismal fright; 
There's rea gon enough,” the mistress said, 
** Por their poor old mother hen is dead,” 


What do you think the mistress did, 
When the frightened chickens ran and hid? 


She nestled them goft in her apron's fold, 
Out of the darkness, out of the cold, 

-Then took them up to her own warm room, 
Away from the cheerlessness and gloom, 
Where many a plant was full of bloom; 
She made a nest in her window bright, 
And settled her baby chickens white 
Safe in the sunny rays of light, 


Whom do you think ghe spoke to then? 
A man or woman, a child or gen? 


Neither of these, for her dog was near, 
An she knew he knew his duty clear. 
So she gently said, ‘Now, Curly dear, 
These fourteen chickens to you I giv, 
What will you do that they all may liv?" 


Now, what do you think that Curly said ? 
He bow-wow- wowed with his curly head, 
And quickly sprang to the window nest, 
With a look that said, III do my best.” 
And they crept around his head and breast, 
Cuddled down close to his legs and throat, 
And went to sleep in his shaggy coat. 


What do you think of a dog go good, 
To bear the burdens of chickenhood? 


He brought them up like a mother true, 

And they loved this queer old mother too 

As well as chickens can ever do. 

And they grew and cackled, and crowed and grew, 
And the trials of Curly were not a few. 

But they lived and loved throngh sun and rain, 
With friendship that never seemed to wane. 
What do you think of a dog like this, 

Having no promis of future bliss, 

Fearing no hell and knowing no creeds, 
Finding reward in doing good deeds? 


Chickens and dog hav passed from our sight, 
But whenever I see that window bright 

T think of Curly's generous sid, 

And the moral clear will never fade 

While memory holds her golden reign 

And I watch this world of saddened pain. 


Only a dog, but so kind and true, 
Oheerfully finding his work to do, 
Not for the sake of a golden crown, 
Not for the sake of pride and renown, 
Not for the sake of a heaven above, 
Only for duty, justice, and love. 
Only a dog. Can we do as well? : 
Ohildren and friends, let the future tell. 
O FANNIE ALLYN. 
—— ——„— 


The Sunday Club. 


Dzar Boys AND GrRLS: In some house- 
holds and towns Sunday is the dullest day in 
the week, because some people consider it 
wicked to enjoy themselvs on Sunday, or to 
allow their children to play, laugh, and run 
about, as on other days, or to allow places of 
amusement, museums, libraries, and picture- 
galleries open on Sunday for their neighbor's 
enjoyment. ; 

Now, I think that Sunday should be the 
happiest and brightest day in the week, be- 
cause it is a holiday, the one day out of seven 
that working people hav for rest and amuse- 
ment. It isthe only time that a great many 
fathers hav for getting acquainted with their 
children. It is the only time that the whole 
family can hav a good time or an outing 
together. And from baby up to grandma, 
Sunday ought to be a day to be remembered, 
and made joyful to all. 

Henry Ward Beecher, one of the most tole- 
rant and liberal of Christians, wrote, I remem- 
ber, a description of the New England Sab- 
bath of his childhood, the sad-colored day of 
dreary length where the sun scarcely dared 
to shine, or the children to smile in the strict 
Calvinistic disciplin of the Beecher house- 
hold. i 

And your parents will, perhaps, tell you of 

the Puritans anå the Blue laws that they 
made to prevent Sabbath-breaking, which 
they considered almost as criminal as house- 
breaking. 
Even your fathers and mothers who had 
pious, God-fearing parents, can remember the 
trial of learning psalms and Bible chapters 
and being told to“ Keep quiet! It's Bun- 
day,” and sitting in high-backed church pews 
and falling asleep in the midst of drowsy 
sermons, and wishing that Sunday was left 
out of the calendar. That old saying, a 
week of Sundays,” must hav been invented, 
I do believe, by some miserable little, unre- 
generate Puritan youngster who thought 
that Sunday was almost endless, and that a 
week of Sundays would approximate to eter- 
nity! 

Even yet, in some households the children 
dread the coming of the day that should be 
the happiest of the week, but is often made 
the most miserable. 

And in some towns the grown folks dread 
it too, because the laws and the customs pro- 
hibit innocent pleasures and make it a period 
of unprofitable dulness instead. 

Now, I wonder how many young people 
who read Liberal papers ever thought of a 
Sunday Club. . 

Our papers and our American Becular 
Union hav talked about the need for Liberal 
Sunday-schools, but, dear me! don't you 
boys and girls hav enough of school during 
the week, and don’t you want a good time on 
Sunday? Of course you do. 

Then, hurrah for the Sunday Club! 

Fou never heard of a Sunday Club ?" 

What is it for ?” 

Why, it is to show people what sort of a 

day Sunday ought to be. 


It is to go on picnics in summer, and 
sleigh-rides or coasting-parties in winter. It 
is to play games and sing Liberal songs. 
Perhaps some of your sisters, your cousins, 
or your aunts” can tell you stories, and some 
of you can ‘‘speak pieces,” hav dialogs and 
‘tableaux, as they do in school entertainments, 
and invite the grown people in to see the fun. 
It is to make Sunday a joy-day,” and to 
sing all together : 


Of all the days in all the week 
I dearly love but one day, 

And that’s the day that comes betwixt 
A Saturday and Monday. 


You don’t need any by-laws or officers, and 
if you begin next Sunday afternoon with two 
or three boys and girls, or as many as you 
can get, and a good time "—games, songs, | 
stories—your club is organized. 

Now, who will be first to write about their 
Sunday Club and the names of the young 
people who belong to it? And won't the 
father and mother Liberals giv encouragement 
and help? Of course they will. 

Then, hurrah for the young people's Bun. 
day Club. 

Be gure to write to the editor of the Chil- 
dren’s Corner in regard to the Club. 


[A good friend writes the above, and the 
idea is a good one. The Humboldt Scientific 
Scciety, of which the editor of the Corner is 
president, holds its meetings fortnightly on 
Sundays. Little science clubs among chil- 
dren and young people cannot fail to be pro- 
ductiv of good.—Ep C. C.] 

— ———ẽ —ä4ͤ— 
Chats with Correspondents, 


C. Fannie A.—We will hav the face to face 
talk by and by. Be patient. ‘The little story 
is excellent. We are pleased with all that 
you favor us with, and we think it is“ extra 
quality," and no mistake. A book of the 
style you suggest would be attractiv, and 
would sell. We would assist in the Corner, 
of course. Thank you for the manuscript. 


Jorra V.— Yes, the cause is gaining ground. 
Hundreds of occupations are now open to 
women that were closed to them a century 
ago. Women are studying in forty-two medi- 
cal colleges. They practice medicin, law, 
and engage in various kinds of business. 
They teach and preach, and acquit themselvs 
in all that they undertake quite as well as 
their brothers. : 

L. L. G., St. Elmo, Tenn.—We hope you 
hav recovered from your injury ere this. 
Your communications are always interesting. 
We are proud of our friends every where, 
and would be glad to meet them all, but, as 
that cannot be, we may enjoy frequent little 
chats by means of ink and paper. 


M. A. W.—YXou are very kind, and your 
suggestion is practical and good. Many 
thanks for remembering the Corner. 

— M 


Correspondence, 


Fow sg, O., Jan. 10, 1891. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: I hav been reading 
Tux TRUTH BEEKEB, and thought I would 
write a few lines to see if they would be ac- 
cepted. My mother and I are living at my 
grandfather's this winter. My father died 
one year ago. It is about ore. half mile from 
our own home. This is a very pleasant little 
town, with six stores and two churches. 
There are only a few in this town that take 
TRE TaurH SEEKER, but my grandpa does. 
Ilike very much to read it, but think the 
pictures are just splendid. Grandpa has 
taken Tue TRUTH SEEKZR for four or five 
years. 

Iam thirteen years old, and go to school 
nearly all the time—hav missed but two 
days in the last two terms. At present I 
only study reading, writing, spelling, history, 
geography, and physiology. 

Iain doing lots of crocheting out of school- 
hours. I hav some very pretty patterns, and 
if any of the readers would like to exchange 
samples, I will exchange with them. 

_I thought I would send a song, and if you 
consider it suitable, would like to hav you 
publish it. Yours very respectfully, 

: LELIA WALKER. 
ANOTHER NEW LIBERAL. 
GusrAvus, O., Jan. 12, 1891. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: I hav lately had a 
chance of seeing and reading Taz TRUTH 
BzEKER, and am very much pléssed with it, 
especially the Children's Corner. 

I enjoy reading the letters very much, and 
thinking à few lines from me would be accept- 
able, I will tell you how I was always brought 
up to go to Sundsy-school until a year ago, 
when my dear mother died. I then came to 
liv with Mrs. Clisby, who is a Liberal, and 
hav had a chance to see and think for my- 
self. i 

I hav concluded that the church is à hum- 
bug throughout, and I think the conclusion 
is a wise one. My age is fourteen years. I 
attend district school this winter, and hav five 
studies. Our teacher, Miss Jessie Dean, fort- 
unately for me ig a Liberal, and never misses 


an opportunity of calling our attention to the 
inconsistencies and conflicting statements 
which exist between science and the Chris- 
tian Bible. As this ig my first, I will not tire 
you with a lengthy letter. 

Yours very truly, Srerta M. Warp. - 


[We feel sure that Stella is a bright, wide- 
awake girl, and we shall always be pleased to 
get à word from her. Our kind regards to 
Mrs. Clisby and Miss Jessie Dean. We honor 
them for the good work they are doing.— 
Ep. C. C.] 


Eto Springs, ARK., Jan. 9, 1891. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: As I gat reading the 
grand old TRUTH SxEKER this morning my 
eyes fell upon the letters of the Children’s 
Corner, and I thought how long it had been 
since I put forth my humble efforts in the 
way of writing a letter to the Corner, and 


, almost before I was aware I took up my pen 


and began writing. And now as I hava good 
start, l will go on with it. Five years hav 
passed speedily away since, as I said, I first 
made an effort to write to the Corner, and 
now I am almost on the threshold.of woman- 
hood, at least, old enough to realize some of 
the responsibilities of life, and I would like to 
call to the minds of all the children who read 
the Corner that the future generation depends 
on us, and we should put forth our firmest 
strokes in behalf of Freethought, for the so- 
called Christians are doing ail they can to 
suppress liberty, and they greedily look for- 
ward to the day when their superstitious dog- 
mas will again reign supreme. But I feel 
that we are gaining ground, and the day is 
not far distant when we will realize a glorious 
victory. I admire Geo. J. Remsburg’s true 
courage, and I think his frcquent letters to 
the Corner are read with interest by all. He 
ig one of the valuable workers in our ranks. 

I hav read all three of your most excellent 
books, and think they are all splendid. But 
if I hav a preference it is for ** All in a Life- 
time." It is so practical, and takes a person 
through almost every stage of life. There is 
a lesson to be learned in every chapter, and 
the way in which a point is carried is inter- 
esting, to say the least, and no one could read 
it without being better and wiser. 

But I am taking up too much of your val- 
uable space, and I presume wy letter is get- 
ting tiresome any way, 80, rather than become 
monotonous, I wil close. With best wishes 
to you in your grand work and a friendly 
good-bye to all the children, I am, 

Yours sincerely, Harrie M. Day. 

P.8.—I would be glad to correspond with 
some of the friends of the Corner near my 
own agé, which is sixteen. H. M. D. 


[It is always interesting to note the growth 
and development of mind and thought. We 
feel justly proud of those whose first crude 
letters appeared in the Correr, and who hav 
steadily grown toward a noble manhood and 
womanhood. We hope Hattie will not for- 
get the Corner as she passes into the estate of 
a beautiful womanhood, but will occasionally 
remember her friends of early days. Thanks 
for appreciation of our books.—Ep. C. C ] 
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HUMBOLDT LIBRARY 


No. 


No. 


No. 


1. 


p 
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Single Nos. 15 cents; Double Nos. 30 cents. 


1" Naturalist on the River Ama- 


.] Geological Sketches. 
39.)  Geikie, F.R.S. 


3 The Dawn of History. 


—O0F-— 


POPULAR SCIENCE. : 


Light Science for Leisure Hours. 
A series of familiar essays on astronom- 
ical and other natural phenomena. By 
Richard A, Proctor, F.R.A.S. 


Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, 
Ice and Glaciers. (19 illustrations) By 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. 


Physics and Politics. An application 
of the principles of Natural Science to 


Political Society. By Walter Bagehot, ' 


author of * The English Constitution.” 


Man's Place in Nature, (with numerous 
illustrations). By Thomas H. Huxley, 
F. N. S. 


F. R 


Education, Intellectual, Moral, 
Physical. By Herbert Spencer. 


Town Geology. With Appendix on 
Coral and Coral Reefs. By Rev. Charles 
Kingsley. I 

The Conservation of Energy, (wilh 
numerous illustrations). By Balfour Stew- 
art, LL.D. 


The Study of Languages, brought back 
to its true principles. By C. Marcel. 


and 


The Data of Ethics. By Hebert Spencer. 
. 19. 


The Theory of Sound in its Relation 
to Music, (numerous illustrations), By 
Prof. Pietro Blaserna. 


zons. A record of 11 years of travel. 
By Henry Walter Bates, F.L.S. 
sold separately). 


Mind and Body. The theories o? their 
relations. By Alex. Bain, LL.D. 


The Wonders of the Heavens, (thirty -· 
two illustrations). By Camille Flammarion. 


Longevity. 
life after middle age. 

The Origin of Species. By Thomas H. 
Huxley, F. R. S. 


Progress: Its Law and Cause. With 
other disquisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 


Lessons in Electricity, (siziy illustra- 
tions). By John Tyndall, F.R.S. 


Familiar Essays on Scientific Sub- 
jects. By Richard A. Proctor. 


The Romance of Astronomy. By R. 
Kalley Miller, M.A. 


The Physical Basis of Life, with other 
essays. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 


Seeing and Thinking. By William 
Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. v 


Scientific Sophisms. A review of cur- 
rent theories concerning Atoms, Apes 
and Men. By Samuel Wainwright, D.D. 

Jl. puiar Scient ne Lectures, (ilustr 
led). By Prof. H. Helmholtz. 


The Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. 
Rawliuson, Cxford University. 


The Evolutionist at Large. By Grant 
Allen. 


The History of Landho.ding in Eng 
land. By Joseph Fisher, F. H. H. S. 


Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated 
in the customs of Barbarous and Civil- 
ized Races. (numerous illustrations). By 
William Henry Flower, F.R.S. 


Facts and Fictions of Zoology, (nu 
merous illustrations). By Andrew Wilson, 


Th. D 


(Not 


The means of prolonging 
By John Gardner, 


The Study of Words. 
f By Richard Chenevix Trench. 


Hereditary Traits and other Essays. 
By Richard A. Proctor. 


Vignettes from Nature. By Grant 
cn. 
The Philosophy of Style. By Herbert 
Spencer. 


Oriental Religions. By John Caird, 
Pres. Univ. Glasgow, and Others. 

Lectures on Evolution. (Zilus!rated), 
By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 


Six Lectures on Light. 
By Prof. John Tyndall. 


Gtlustrated!. 
By Archibald 


The Evidence of Organic Evolution. 
By George J. Romanes, F.R.S. 


Current Discussions in Science. 
W. M. Williams, F.C. S. 


History of tlie Science of Politics. 
By Frederick Pollock. 


Darwin and Humboldt. By Prof. 
Huxley, Prof. Agassiz, and others. 


By C. F. Keary, 


By 


of the British Museum. 


The Diseases of Memory. By Th. 
Ribot. Translated from the French by 
J. Fitzgerald, M.A. 


The Childhood of Religion. 
Edward Clodd, F. R. A. S. 


Life in Nature. (Illustrated). By James 
Hinton. 


By 


The Sun; its Constitution, its Phenomena, 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Columbus, Ind. 


Money and the Mechanism of Ex- 

change. By Prof. W. Stanley Jevous, 

F.R.S. 

"ee Diseases of the "Will. By Th. 

` Ribot. Translated from the French by 

J. Fitzgerald. 

Animal Automatism, aud other Essays, 
By Prof. T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. 


The Birth and Growth of Myth. 
ud Clodd, E. R. A. S. 


The Sciennue Basis of Morals, and 
other Essays. By William Kingdon Clif 
ford, F.R.S. y 


By 


AL. UC. 

A 57. Illusions. By James Sully. 

No. 58. | The Origin of ced Two Double 

No. 59. By Charles Darwin. Nos. 

No. 60. The Childhood of the World. By 
Edward Clodd. 

No. 61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. 
Proctor. 


No. 62. The Religions of the Ancient World. 
By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, Univ. of Ox- 
ford. (Double number). 


No. C3. Progressive Morality. By Thomas 
` Fowler, LL.D., President of Corpus 
Christi Coll., Oxford. 


The Distribution of Animals and 
Plants. By A. Russell Wallace and W. 
T. Thiselton Dyer. 

Conditions of Mental Development: 
and other essays. By Wm. Kingdon 
Clifford. 

Technical Education: and other essays. 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 


The Black Death. An account of the 
Great Pestilence of the 14th Century. 
By J. F. C. Hecker, M. D. 


Three Essays. 
Special Number. 


No. Ct. 


No. 65, 


No. 66. 


No. 67. 


No. 63. By Herbert Spencer. 


No. 69. Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthropo- 
2 logy and the History of Religion. By 

Fritz Schultze, Ph.D. Double number. 

No. 70. Essays Speculative and Practical. 
By Herbert Spencer. 

No. 71. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson, Ph. 
D. With Appendix on Archeology. By 
X. B. Tylor, F. R. S. : 

No. 72. The Dancing Mania of the Middle 
Ages. By J. F. C. Hecker, M.D. 

No. 73. Evolution in History, Language and 


Science. Four Addresses delivered at 
the London Crystal Palace School of Art, 
Science and Literature. 


No. 74.) The Descent of Man, and Selection in 
No. 75. Relation to Sex. (Numerous Illustrations) 
No. 76. By Charles Darwin. Nas. 74, 75, 76 are 
No. 77. single Nos.; No. TT. is a doub:e No. 


No. 7$. Historical Sketch of the Distribu- 
tion of Land iu England. Dy Wil- 
liam Lloyd Birkbeck, M.A. 


Scientific Aspect of some Familiar 
Things. By W. M. Williams. 


His Life and Work" 


No. 79. 


No. 80. Charles Darwin. 
By Grant Allen. (Double number). 


The Mystery of Matter, and the 
Philosophy of Ignorance. Two Es- 
says by J. Allanson Picton. 


No. 81. 


Ilusions of the Senses: and other Xs 
says. By Richard A. Proctor. 


No. 83. Profit-Sharing Between Capital and 
Tabor. Six Essays. By Sedley Taylor, 
LA. 


No. 84. Studies of Animated Nature. Four 
Essays on Natural History. By W. 8. 
Dallas, F.L.S. 


No. 85. The Essential Nature of Religion. 
By J, Allanson Picton. 


No. 82. 


No. 86. The Unseen Universe, and the Philosd 
d phy of the Pure Sciences. 
ngdon Clifford, F.R.S. 


No. 87. The Morphine Habit. By Dr. B. Ball, 
of the Paris Faculty of Medicine. 


No. 88. Science and Crime and other Essays. 
By Andrew Wilson, F. R. S. E. 


No. 89. The Genesis of Science. 


By Herbert 
Spencer. 


No. 99. Notes on Earthquakes: with Fourteen 
Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. 


Proctor. 


The Rise of Universities. By S. 8. 
Laurie, LL.D. (Double number). 


No. 92. The Formation of Vegetable Mould 


No. 91. 


through the Action of Earth 
Worms. By Charles Darwin, LL.D. 
F.R.S. (Double number). 


No. 93. Scientific Methods of Capital Pun- 
ishment. By J. Mount Bleycr, M.D. 


(Special number). 


No. 94. The Factors of Organic Evolution. 
By Herbert Spencer. 


The Diseases of Personality. By Th. 
Ribot. Translated from the French by 
J. Fitzgerald, M.A. 


No. 96. A Half-Century of Science. By Prof. 
Thomas H. Huxley, and Grant Allen. 


The Pleasures of Life. By Sir John 
Lubbock, Bart. 


No. 95. 


No. 97. 


No. 98. Cosmic Emotion: Also the Teach- 
ings of Science, By William Kingdon 
Clifford. (Special number). e 


No. 99. Nature Studies. By Prof. F. n. Eaton 


Lowe; Dr. Robert Brown, F.L.S.; Geo. . 


G. Chisholm, F. R. G. S., and James Dal- 
las, F. L. S. 


No. 100. Science and Poetry, with other Es- 
says. By Andrew Wilson, F. R. S. E. 

No. 101. ZEsthetics; Dreams and Association 
of Ideas. By Jas. Sully aud Geo. 
Croom Robertson. 

No. 102. Ultimate Finance; A True Theory 
of Co-operation. By William Nelson 
Black. 

No. 103. The Coming Slavery; The Sins cf 
Legislators; The Great Political 
Superstition. By Herbert Spencer. 

No. 104. Tropical Africa. By Henry Drum- 
mond, F. R. S. 

No. 105. Freedom in Science and Teaching. 
By Ernst Haeckel, of the University of 
Jena. With & Prefatory Note by Prof. 
Huxley. 


No. 106. Force and Energy. A. Theory of 
Dynamics. By Grant Allen. 


No. 107. Ultimate Finance. A True Theory 
of Wealth. By  Wiliam Nelson 
Black. 

No. 108. English, Past and Present. Part. I. 
By Richard Chenevix Trench, (Double 
number). 

No. 109. English, Past and Present. Part II. 
By Richard Chenevix Trench. m 

No. 110. The Story of Creation. A Plain Ac- 
count of Evolution. By Edward 
Clodd. (Double number). 


Nos. 1 to 111 inclusive, cloth, plain edges—separately or together—10 vols., $2 per vol 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


By Prof. Wm. ~ 


BURGESS-UNDERWOOD DEBATE 


ON CHRISTIANITY. 


Between B.F UxpERwooD and Prof, O. A. Bur- 
i gess, Pres. of N. W. Obriatian Univ. ) 
Paper, 188pp., 50 cts.; clo., 82. 


COMMON SENSE 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


Written in 1776. 
Price, Gel” e 15 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of 
Christianity. 


, By B. F. UNDERWO2D- 
Prioe, 10 cents. 


pig. L NC 
IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD! 


By L. L. Dawson. 
Price, s 8 10 cents. 


DEACON SKIDMORE’S LETTERS, 


(Zion Hill Baptist.) His Evolntion out of 
Christianity. By D. M. BENNETT. Paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 75. ` 


ECCE DIABOLUS. 


Jehovah-Worship and Devil-Worship Identiogl— 
1.e., Bloody Sacrifices and Burnt Offerings. 


By the Very Rev. Evan Davies, Arch Dru:d of 
Great Britaia. 
Price, . . 25 cents, 


RELIGIOUS POSITIVISM ; 


OR, Posirivist CALNN DAR. Brief Exposition of 
the Oomtean System. 


Paper, 25 cents; cloth. 50, 


Eight Scientific Tracts. 
EVOLUTION, DARWINISM, etc. 


By B. F. UxDERwOOD and others. 
p Price, 20 cents. 


EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. 


By F. R. Marvis, M.D. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Essay on Miracles, 
By DAVID HUME, 


Price, 10 cents. 


ESSAYS AND TECTURES. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
Paper, 309pp., co cents; cloth, $1. 


Father, Son, and IIoly Ghost. 


By T. E. Loxds non. 
50., £02. per doz., 25 for $1. 


THE UNSEEN WORLD. 


By Pror. Jonn FiskE. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOSPEL OF ATHEISM. 
By ANNIE BESANT. 
Price, 10 centr. 


GOTTLIEB: HIS LiFE, 
A Romance of Earth, Heaven, and Hell. 
By B. P. Pornam. 
Price, 25 conta. 


Heathens of the Heath. 


RADICAL ROMANCE, 
By Wm. MoDoNNELL. 
600pp., Paper, 80 cents. 


HOLY BIBLE ABRIDGED, 
The passages unfit for family reading. 
Pap., 8Jc.; clo., 50. 


: THE - 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 
Way SHoutp THE AT aids FEAR TO Dix? 


By J. Q. HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 5 cents. 


LOGIC OF LIFE, 


DEDUCED FROM 
"Tur PRINOIPLE or. FREETHOUGHT. 
By G. J. HoLTOAEE. 
Price, 5 cents. 


Secular Responsibility 


By Gd. J. 20LTOA TR. 
Price, 5 cents. 
GENESIS I, II: 


BIBLE NARRATIVE OF CREATION 
By A. R. GROTE, A.M. 
Paper; 50 cents ; cloth, 75. 


Godly Women of the Bible 


A History of 
ALL THE WOMEN WHO FIGURE IN THE BIBLE. 


BY 
An Ungodly Woman of the XIXth Centnry, 
Pap., 502.; c10., 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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Truth Seeker Tracts. 


Nore.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethouglit missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of publie assembly, 
ete. Toallow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollar's worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton's Letter. Bennett. 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood 


35 Moving the Ark. Bennett. 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D. D. 
88 Christianity not a Moral. X. V. 2. 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam. 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race. 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild... e.. 
52 Marples- Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett. 
68 Prophecies. | Underwood..................... 
62 The Jews and their God......... E 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers............ 
64 Ills we Endure— Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2.......° 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J. S. Lyon.......... 
71 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman.... 
73 Foundations. John Syphers................ 
74 Daniel in the Lion’s Den. Bennett. 


— A 


%6 Reply to E. F. Brown. Bennett... 
77 The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett. 


82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett. . 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A. G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps. ........ 
89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson. ...... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates. ............ 
91 Our Ideas of God. B. F. Underwood 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers. . . 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell.......... 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker . 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday. 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell.......... 
204 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 


— — 
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107 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown. . 
110 Invocation to the Universe. Bennett. 
111 Reply to Scientific American, Bennett. 
112 Sensible Sermon. Rev. M. J. Savage 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett. . . 
214 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
215 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett... 
216 The Sunday Question. Bennett. .. 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston. 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard. . 
E wi New Age. W. S. Bell... . . . . L 


4» 00 c de de = BD to ee 


122 World's Great Religions. Bennett.......... 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and * Ob- 


server... . . . —uj— . LO 
524 Sinful Saints. "au 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann........... 2 


126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
derwood........ ty —bäb · E t . L 
130 Tho Ethics of Religion. Clifford. . 


C. L. James...... 
140 Astro-Theology ............. 
241 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher............ 
242 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon... 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perlans......... 
148 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.......... 
749 Age of Shams . . . WP . 
148 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin. . 10 

350 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 


yea 


do d S D D = 


Wakeman . . . 10 
151 What is tlie Bible? M. W. H..... 3 5 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... . 2 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway.... . 5 
155 Co-operation Society’s Redeemer...... 2 88 2 
256 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley. . ... æ 2 
259 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 5 
160 Sabbath Observance. Coleman. (sir 8 
161 Protestant Persecutions . . . . 3 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail. Bennett. —E..— 2 . .. 10 
164 Bible Impeached. Chapman . . . . 2 
E SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 
' 1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Els- 
burg, M. D. . . . 6 
2 Evolution: Homoge-gous to Heteroge- 
neous, Underwood . . B 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin. . . . 6 
5 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M. D. . 3 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 2 
? Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M.D.......... 3 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.......... 2 
9 The Unseen World, Prof. J. Fiske.......... 10 


20 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
Lectures 2 . 0 
11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 16 
42 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. S. Brigham, M. D. . o B 
48 Nibble at Professor Fiske's Crumb for the 
Modern Symposium. er LO 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD. 


$3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


Published every Saturday, at 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. . ; 


DURING THE YEAR 1890 THE TRUTH SEBEER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOEN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. O. PENTECOST. 


C. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 


LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. 


i THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the Jatest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER’S '' Children's Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 

The Truth. Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and ig Always on Guard 

Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics upon the People’s Liberties. 

{f you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 


and the maintenance of human rights. 
or religious observances. 


It advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 


opvosed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 
Send $3 for a Year’s Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 


INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS, 


By G. W. FOOTE. 


“ IDLE TALES OF DYING 
HORRORS.” 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Contaias a Sketoh of the Life and Death of 
Bruno, Buckle; Oomte. Helvetius, Hugo, Hume, 
Owen, Paine, Strauss, Volney, Voltaire, and 
nearly ninety other prominent Freethinkers. 


Paper. Price, 25 cents. Address this office. 


Science in Plain Language, 


I. Bvonution, ANTIQUITY, BACTERIA, Exo. 
Wiliam Durham, F.R.S E. 


II. Astrovomy, Sun. Moon, Stars, Exc. By Will- 
iam Durham, F.R B. E. 


These handy series of volumes on science—of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply a popular need. 

The price of each is 50 cents in cloth. 

adarens TH YRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


My Medical Discovery seldom takes hold 
of two people alike! hy? Because no 
two people have the same weak 
spot. Beginning at the stomach it goes 
searching through the body for any hidden 
humor. Nine times out of ten, inward 
humor makes the weak spot. Perhaps 
it’s only a little sediment left on a nerve or in 
a gland; the Medical Discovery slides it 
right along, and you find quick happiness 
from the first bottle. Perhaps it’s a big sedi- 
ment or open aore, well settled somewhere, 
ready to fight. The Medical Discovery 
begins the fight, and you think it pretty 
hard, but soon you thank me for making 
something that has reached your weak spot. 
Write me if you want to know more about it. 


By 


The Candle From Under the 
Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And fo1 the Consideration of Others. 


Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - - e 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


WETTSTEIN’S 


WORLD-FENOWNED WATCHES, 


Best grades American Stem-winders: In silver- 
ine oases, 7 jewels, $7 50; 9 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9; 
15 jewels, $10; do. adjusted, $16, In 8 onnce coin 
silver Cases, $8.50 more; 4 ounce, $4.50, and 5 
ounce, $6 more In vest filled gold casem, open 
face, dust proof, 7 jewels, $16; 9 jawels, $16 50; 11 
jewels, $17 60; 15 jewels, 518.50: do. adjusted, 
$24.50. Hunting, $22; $2210; $23: $94: $80. 

adies’, same duality, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
518 50; 15 jewels: $ 5. 14 karat solid gold, $10 
more. The famous, 


New Model otto Wettstein " Watch, 


16 jewels and all modern improvements, $3 
more than above adjusted watches. No watoh 
in the world competes with it. Finer watches up 
to $200. ali such prepaid, guaranteed 1 year, and 
cash refunded if not satisfactory. All filled gold 
cases warranted by manufacturers 20 years. 
Beware of New York World's 10 karat and spurious 
cases. atches cleaned, vest work, $1; springs, 
$1, eic.» and returned free. 


ESTABLISHED 1857. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IH. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ASENTS WANTED 2c SAMPLE TRUE Aor 


apportunity. Geo. A. Scott. 842 Broadway, N. Y. 


| 


, 
Fe 
N 


AT THINE OWN HOME. 

Send 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
specialist, for his Private Counselor "—a valna- 
ble book for young and middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It sets forth an External Appli- 
cation—A POSITIVE OURE, B8 it matters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 


A GooD WORD. 


Liberal Oil eetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
tpeethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


ee 
The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 ast 15th street. Lect. 


-| ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st,, cor. Market 
at.. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street, Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 730. Lectures, debates, and diecus- 
sions on all important gecular subjects. Pres- 
ient HENRY BIRD; Secretary, QORA BELLE 
LAGG. : 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenne and 

South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. Da at 3 P.M., ever 

Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat- 

form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 

Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ax d 
-Wood sts., at 2:80 and 7:30 P. M, for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able aspeakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on handatoheaprates. 


The Secular Soclety of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Seo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., moeta the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Oburch, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Tus Tnurn SEEKER and Invesit- 
gator are solicited. R. G. BMITH, Cor, Seo. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P. x., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No, 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 p.m. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DnAPER, Cor. Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:80 P. M., at 412 Nicollet 


avo. Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis 
Minn. J .F.MAGOMBER, Pres.: LEROY BERRIER, Bec. 


Des Moines Secular Union 
Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, S. E corner?th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 80’clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Seenlar Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M. in the publio 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash.  Leot- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. Frang Mons, Cor. Boc. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal, meets semi-monthly, firat 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr'B 

Hall. Everybody invited. Mns. R. M. BERBA, 

Pres.: J. H. MoWILLIAMS, Rec. Bec. 


The Walla Waila Lib:ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 P. M. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Wasbington. 
Science Leotureg.—Free Discussions — Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. arge val- 
uable library is at the servioe of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER: Beo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
‘t Universal Mental Liberty.” D. E. RIOE, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OnanLEs SHEA, Beo. 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
Hall Lectures, discussions, readings, poems 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extende 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres- 

ondence solicited, J. L. TREUTHART, President. 
Witt 8. ANDRES, Beoretary. 


TRY-SQUARE: 


on, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book ig written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 


Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 
press, He has many testimonials to the value of 
hia progressive and suecessfn] method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage,—Freethought, 


hold hig attention while the truth is being brougt t 


to his mind. 
° For sale as this office. Price, $1.00, 


80 


dines of the 


TRE Italian journal D'Italie charges that 
Archbishop Corrigan of New York misap- 
propriated Peter's Pence to the bribing of 
New York papers to speak well of him, as a 
counteraction to the unpopularity which he 
had gained in his diocese and which threat- 
ened his removal. 


Rey. A. Dx Forp has 
been sentenced at Mil- 
waukee to five years’ im- 
prisonment for raising 
the denomination of bills. 


NNEBRASEA and Connect- 
icut hav each two claim- 
ants of governorship, 
and are distracted by the 
struggles of the rivals. 


Leo XIII. has written 
to Dr. Windthorst a eu- 
logy of his zeal in estab- 
lishing the German 
Catholic People’s Soci- 
ey” to combat Social- 
sm. 


Wm. Faux, of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., shot his wife 
on the 231, and an- 
nounced that he was 
Jesus Christ, and had 
done it for the good of 
the world. 


THE United States Su- 
preme Court has reversed 
the decision of the terri- 
torial court that the cff. 
spring of a Mormon 
polygamous marriage is 
illegitimate and incape- 
ble of inheriting prop- 
erty. 

THE pope, having dis- 
covered secret agents of 
Crispi in the Vatican, 
has dismissed all Italians 
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AND REFORMERS. : 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 


Innovators, Founders of 


Teachers, Bkeptios. 
Thought, Eminent Scien- 


New Schools of nt 
tists, sto. (who were not: Christians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., oloth, $3; 
leather, £4: MOr., g. e., $4.50. 
` BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 
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from his service and 


taken foreigners instead. 
Even the domestics of 
his apartments hav been 
changed. 


THERE pastors and trus- 
tees of the Central 


Week, [WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS QODS AND RELIGIONS| | 


| ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 
Vol. I. Givs a Full Account of all thé Gods, in- 


eluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus. Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo, 835pp. Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
the Religious Systeme of the World. 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3 por vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges. 28. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
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Gens of Thought. | 


A WISE man never -goes the people's way; 


But, as the 


lanets still move contrary . 
To the world? 


s motion, so doth he to opinion. 
Hen Jonson. 


Men of original powers are prone to act in 
ways unlike ordinary ways. To do what the 
world does, is to guide behavior by imitation. 

— Deviating from ordinary 


usages is declining to 


imitate. And the notice- 


| S j u qe ( 


— 


PEN 
LEE = 


AHITHOPHEL PASSETH IN HIS CHECKS. 


And when Ahithophe! saw that His counsel was not followed, he saddled his Ass, 
his house, to his city, and put his household in order, and hanged himself, and died, 
of his father.—2 Sam. xvii, 23. 


and arose, and gat 
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and was buried in the sepulcher 


able fact is that a smaller 
tendency to imitate goes 
slong with a greater ten- 
dency to evolve new 
ideag.— Spencer. 


II is the fashion to giv 
the name of Christianity 
to the Western morality 
of this century; but 
there is as much differ- 
ence between the morality 
of to-day and the genuin 
Christian religion as there 
is between the north and 
south poles. The two 
are the exact antitheses 
of each other. A moral 
condition that requires 
that all men shall be 
equal before the law, that 
n0 man shall be the prop- 
erty of his fellow, and 
that no man shall hav 
more than one wife at a 
time, can hav no connec- 
tion whatever with the 

. Christian religion, the 
sacred book of which 
teaches us to burn witches 
alive, to buy and sell 
slaves, to desert our fa- 
ther, mother, brethren, 
and children in order to 
join the ranks of the be- 
lievers, and to take no 
thought for the morrow, 
besides encouraging 
polygamy, adultery, mur- 
der, theft, and personal 
assaults. — Br. Hard. 
wicke. 
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him home to 


Tse morality of the 


Presbyterisn church of 
Wilmington, Del., are indignant at the sale 
of a house and lot adjoining the parsonage 
to a negro, Robt. Graves, who is a wealthy 
caterer. * ; 


CARDINAL MaNN!NG has delivered some 
opinions on Socialism, of a value to be judged 
from the premis that ‘Society is not of 
human but of divine origin.” 


MAD Denat, a girl of French parentage in 
Lockport, N. Y., to marry a Protestant has 
had to suffer expulsion from the Catholic 
church and renunciation by her family. - 


JAMES Liox, the Freethinker who founded 
the Lick observatory, bequeathed $100,000 
to erect à monument representativ of the his- 
tory and industries of California, and it is 
about to be reared in front of the new city 
hall of Ban Francisco. 


AT the next parliament of Canada an effort 
will be made to abolish the use of the French 
language inthat country. The French Cana- 
dians are trying to make their language 
dominant, as a step toward establishing a 
French and Catholic nation. 


A DISTRIOT court has refused the Louisiana 
Lottery a mandamus to compel the secretary 
of state to allow the constitutional] amend- 
ment passed by the legislature permitting a 
popular vote on extension of the lottery's 
char'er. The case wil go to the Supreme 
Court. 


Ar Portsmouth, O.,on the 20th, a Bible 
agent found the fifteen-year-old daughter of 
Rev. C. Branch alone, and made improper 
advances and offered money. The father on 
being told broke the agent’s jaw, and he 
was forced to kneel and beg the girl’s pardon 
in the street before a large assembly. 


Drmooratio Senators continue to block the 
parsage of the bill for federal supervision of 
national elections. They say it would take 
away home rule in every part of the country, 
and is worse than secession. The legislatures 
of Arkansas, Missouri, Illinois, Texas, Ten- 
nessee, and Alabama hav postponed appro- 
priations to the World’s Fair till the bill has 
been acted on, intending if it is passed to 
refuse participation in the Fair. The legis- 
Jatures of West Virginia, Kansas, and North 
Carolina hav denounced the bill. 


Tue action of the present Kansas legisla- 
ture is watched with interest as indicativ of 
the course of other states that may fall under 
Farmers’ Alliance control. The Alliance in 
the Kansas legislature will endeavor to re. 
duce the legal rate of interest, procure state 
regulation of railroad rates, extend the mort- 
gage stay law two years, prohibit alien land- 
holding, giv mortgagors three years to re- 
deem forfeited land, introduce Australian 
balloting, and forbid employment of Pinker- 
tons. The senate, however, has but one 
Alliance member, and will probably stop 
these measures if they are passed by the 
house. Similar bills hav heen introduced in 
the Nebraska legislature. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H, GARDENER. 


“ The shame itself doth call for instant 


remedy.” 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


‘Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
lished at this office. 


GIRARD’ S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 


Oi the parversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men's 
0 Associa- 
ion. 


By RIOR. B. WzeTB200x, D.D., LL.D, 
Price $1. Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 


E 9m G Qs POULTRY 10 VARIETIES. Ten ycars 
experience, Price List Free, Nocataloguc. 
Pigeons—Blue, Fans and Red Jackobins. 
J. . MOCR, 12478. HIGH ST, COLUMBUS 8. 


Pub- 


Old Testament is of a 
very low order, embracing as it does such 
horrible and degrading teachings as the phys- 
ical and intellectual enslavement of one por- 
tion of the community for the special benefit 
of the other, aggressiv warfare upon inoffensiv 
and defenseless peoples, polygamy, belief in 
witchcraft, and a number of other absurdities 
and barbarities which need only be mentioned 
to be condemned.— A. B. Moss, 


I Do not believe in a slaveholding God; I 
do not worship a polygamous Holy Ghost, 
nor a son who threatens eternal pain; I will 
not get upon my Enees before any being who 
commands a husband toslay his wife because’ 
she expresses her honest thought.—Jngersoll. 


BEGINNERS. . 

How they are provided for upon the earth, 
(appearing at intervals, ) 

How dear and dreadful they are to the earth, 

How they inure to themselvs as much as to 
any—what a paradox appears their age, 

How people respond to them, yet know them 
not, 

How there is something relentless in their 
fate all times, 

How all times mischoose the objects of their 
adulation and reward, 

And how the same inexorable price must still 
be paid for the same great purchase. 

— Walt Whitman. 


Tsx pathway of Progress will still, as of 
old, bear traces of martyrdom.— Lewes, 


. 2 è 
To the World’s Columbian Exposition Commission: 
Learning that there is an organized movement amorg tha more conservative church people—manipulated by a 
* Sabbath " organization—to induce your honorable body to close on Sundays the World's Fair, to be held in 1898 in 
Chicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the public on 


each Sunday of its continuance. 


We ask this for the following reasons: 


1. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 

2. That public morality may be subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 
resort when no moral amusements are available. 

3. As a matter of justice also to the people of Chicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible, 
tens of thousands of whom can visit the Fair oniy on a general holiday; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 
the Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are entitled to great consideration at your hands. 

4, For the public good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 
do 80; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. This is solely humanitarian question, & question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 

5. It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 


receipts. 


would be exactly the opposite. 


6 To the objection that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 
The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the more noble and varied in 


its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change its character, the less danger there is that employers 
will ever have the power to transfer it from its present position to the days of toi. With choice of Sunday occupation 
restricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. : 

7. Finally: Opening the World's Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 
benefit the Fair itself, the people of Chicago, and the visitors to the Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 
individual education, public morality, and the development and good of the whole country. 
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"The main object of the pagan | The main object of the Cath- — 8 


prilesophérs waste dispel 
the Lerrars the imagination, 
had cast around death, and 
by destroying this last cause 
of fear to secure the liberty 
% nmam. | 


— 


olic priests has been bo make 
death in itself as revolting 
and appalling as possible, ancl 
by representing escape from ibs 
terrors as hopeless, except by com- 
lete subjection bo their rule, ho con- 


| vert it inte an instrument of govern- 
ment,” = LECKYS Hist. Eu. Morals 


PAGAN AND CHRISTIAN IDEAS OF DEATH. 
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Hotes and Clippings. 


Tae Russian calendar is twelve days behind 
time. The Russian government is about 
twelve centuries behind. ; 


Mz. Banororv rarely attended church. He 
was a prominent Agnostic in his religious 
views. So was General Francis E. Spinner, 
ex-secretary of the tressury. 


A WRITER in the Prohibition Voice utters 
this reproach upon the old-time Christians: 
„The basement story of the Friends’ meeting- 
house in London was once rented and used 
for a wine.cellar. 
highly ‘creditable for the Methodist local 
preachers or class leaders to keep a bar.” 


Tur pastor of a church at Cutler, Me., has 
resigned. He says he boarded himself, swept 
the church, made the fires, rang the bell; the 
people whittled in the church, ate peanuts in 
time of service, fired pistols and threw stones 
at his house, laughed aloud, and even used 
profane language in the house of God during 
worship. 


A BILL has been presented in the Kansas 
legislature giving the right to vote and to 
hold office to all women of legal age. The 
women of Kansas hav enjoyed for several 
years the right to vote in municipal and 
school elections and to hold some offices. It 
is claimed that they hav made excellent 
voters and first-rate officials, and that elec- 
tions are always conducted in a respectful 
and quiet manner where ladies vote. 


(Tuis from the Galveston News is the best 
reason for the single tax that we ever saw in 
print: One reason why the churches will 

a 


It was once in order and | 


be opposed to the Henry George scheme is 
that if the community were admitted to be 
entitled to rent for land, the remission of such 
rent on church property would immediately 
partake of a positiv instead of a negativ 
character, a8 an endowment of churches. 
And the tax being more considerable, the ex- 
ception would attract more attention.” 


„WE are reminded,” says a California 
paper, of a time-honored custom by read- 
ing that each branch of our legislature has 
appointed & chaplain, and that the chaplains 
hav prayed that the deliberations of. their 
respectiv bodies shall be directed by the 
Lord. Two years ago the same prayer was 
sent up, but did not seem to be in the least 
effectiv. One Christopher Buckley had 
more to do with directíng legislation than 
anybody else, and there is no doubt as to is 
identity. If better results do not follow this 
year, they had better try something else." 


Masor Baoon, a Georgia lawyer, has dis- 
covered that the preachers of that state are 
required by law to read from their pulpits, 
four times a year, an act regarding the ob- 
servance of Sunday. The statute was framed 
by the colonial assembly in 1763, Section 10 
reading as follows: And be it further en- 
acted, that this act shall be read yearly, and 
every year, and at least four times in each 
year before sermon begins; and every minis- 
ter is hereby required to read the same in his 
respectiv place of divine worship." The act 
provides penalties for vice, profanity, immo. 
rality, and for not * keeping holy the Lord's 
day commonly called Sunday." 


Tux Posthumos family came from Europe 
geveral months ago and settled in East Pas- 


saic, N. J. They lived in the place until a 
few days ago, when they suddenly concluded 
that a witch was persecuting them. One 


‘night Mrs. Posthumos aroused her husband 


and related a horrible dream. To the sur- 
prise of both, the report proceeds, he had the 
same dream. The vision appeared in the 
form of a washtub, which persisted in danc- 
ing over their pillow, and in spilling suds in 
their eyes. Then both were seized with vio- 
lent stomach sickness, and when daybreak 
came they were almost powerless to move 
from their couch. Since then an infant has 
blessed their home, but it has never been 
healthy, and yesterday looked as if its stay 
in this world would be of short duration. 
The parents became anxious and called on a 
neighbor, an aged woman, to advise therm 
what todo. She told them that they were 
positivly bewitched, and that another old 
woman, Mrs. Van Zover, living on the Lodi 
road, was the witch. She ordered the feather 
bed torn up, that the instrument serving as a 
medium might befound. The tick was taken 
into the yard and cut open, and a yellow ca- 
nary bird fell on the ground. That settled 
it. The family at once went into hysterics 
and concluded to move. A truck was hired 
and the work of moving was at once begun. 
Neighbors collected around and the entire 
village was thrown into excitement. Theold 
woman on the Lodi road was cursed and 
threatened. When she was asked about the 
charge that she was a witch, she declared 
that she was innocent. She said she was no 
witch and did not believe in such beings. 


ary travelers among the Indians claim 
to hav found rites and ceremonies strikingly 
similar to those of the Jews. The Indians 


» 
worshiped a Great Spirit or a Jehovah. The 
tribes had their council or medicin houses, 
which they held most sacred. They had 
their high priests and their prophets. They 
followed the Hebrew custom in not allowing 
the women to worship with the men. Fifty 
years ago the Sioux exploited the same belief 
that they are dancing themselvs crazy about 
now. They maintained that the Indians were 
the chosen people of the Great Spirit, and that 
in time they were to triumph over the rest of 
the world through a messiah. In marriage 
the Indians had customs which savored of 
Palestine. They gave presents for thelr 
wives, In their bathing and in their family 
relations they followed with remarkable pre- 
cision many of the requirements of the Moralc 
law. They observed certain laws of purifica- 
tion which the Old Testament teaches. Fifty 
years ago travelers found no difficulty in dis- 
covering the practice of theae rites and cere- 
monies by the Indians. But as the line of 
white settlement advanced the Indians gave 
up their old customs. Their forms were 
laughed at by white men, and many of them 
were abandoned. The ghost dance, which 
the Sioux hav been scaring the frontier with, 
is the old sun dance under a new name. It 
used to be practiced very frequently as an 
atonement ceremony. There was once 8n 
Indian feast which was very like the annual 
feast of the passover. Some of the tribes 
kept a feast with branches of willow and pre- 
liminary fasting which bore striking resem- 
blance to the feast of tabernacles. The prac- 
tice of offering to the Great Spirit the first 
green corn and the first fruits of all kinds 
was almost universal among the Indians be- 
fore they became contaminated with white 


men. 
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Communications. 


Christianity and Evolation, 
THE GOSPELS. 


It is now generally admitted by all scholars com- 
petent to express a decided opinion on the subject, 
that the four gospels, which are regarded by ortho- 
dox Christians as the only suthentic evidence re- 
specting the life and teachings of Jesus, are 
praetieally anonymous productions. Nobody knows 
who are the authors; nor can anybody sfürm that 
he knows where or when they were written. 

It is certain, however, that the gospels which we 
hav, are not copies of the original manuscripts as it 
is alleged they were written. The criginal manu- 
scripts are alleged to hav been in Hebrew; the gos- 
pels as we hav them are in Greek. 

Where are the original manuscripts? Nobody 
knows. Were the original manuscripts ever in the 
hands of the Greeks, and if so, does anybody know 
what became of them? On these two points Ohris- 
tians are silent. They hav no evidence. 

The exact date of the gospels as we hav them is 
not known; it is generally acknowledged, however, 
that there is no evidence of their existence until at 
least the middle of the second century. 

Well, now, if if cannot be shown that Matthew, 

. Merk, Luke, and John were the authors of these 
books ; if, on the contrary, it can be demonstrated 
that it is highly improbable that these persons could 
hav been the writers, we then hav before us for 
consideration anonymous productions, first shown to 
hav been in existence in the middle of tha second 
century after the death of the person of whose 
career and teachings they profess to giv a faithful 
account. 

What sort cf evidence is this? Obviously it is 
evidence which would bs rejected by any magistrate 
or judge before whom it came in the United Kingdom. 
Or what is the law of evidence in America upon such 
a point as that under consideration? It must be re- 
membered that we are asked to accept Jesus as our 
Savior upon extraordinary conditions, viz, upon the 
peril of everlasting damnation if we reject him, while 
we shall be rewarded with everlasting happiness if 
we can manifest an unquestioning faith in Jesus 
the crucified savior. 

Thos. Scott, in the introduction to his admirable 
“English Life of Jesus," observes: “ But if the tes- 
timony of a complete twelve cannot be had, there 
still remains, it may be urged, the testimony of four 
independent evangelists, two of these being of the 
number of the twelve, while the writer of the second 
gospel was the personal attendant of Peter, and the 
author of the third an esteemed companion of Paul. 
The reply is plain. Peter may hav had e coadjutor, 
Mark; and Paul a coadjutor, Luke; but this does 
not show that Mark and that Luke wrote the gos- 
pels. In fact, it is quite clear that the three first 
gospels are founded on one or more common docu- 
ments. Internal evidence proves that none of the 
three are writing from personal knowledge; nor in 
fact had Paul himself any personal knowledge of the 
human life of Jesus to communicate to Luke, and Mark 
adds little or nothing to Matthew or Matthew to Mark. 
The three synoptic gospels are manifestly not three 
independent narrative, but merely different versions 
flowing out of a common tradition.” 

The first three alleged witnesses are therefore not 
witnesses at all. They do not record events of which 
they themselvs were eye-witnesses. For all we know 
to the contrary, they do not testify to events that 


were witnessed by any persons of their acquaintance.. 


Their statements are obviously based npon tradition. 
Now, suppose a person were called to giv evidence in 
a court of law upon a very important point? Sup- 
pose he proposed to giv an account of events which 
he never saw? What would the presiding judge 
say? He would be very likely to speak as follows: 
“How dare you come here, sir, and waste the time 
of the court upon matters of which you hav no per- 
sonal knowledge? You are no witness. You 
merely propose to occupy the court with statements 
relating to events of which you allege you hav been 
told by somebody who may be as ignorant eoncern- 
ing them as you yourself. Get down, sir. In this 
court we cnly receive the evidence of eye- witnesses.” 
And if it is absolutely necessary to hav the testimony 
of eye-witnesses in concerns relating fo affairs of 
daily life, is it not equally, nay, more important, to 
hav the same strong character of evidence upon an 
issue the proper understanding of which is said to 
affeot our well-being through all eternity!) 

And now with regard to the fourth gospel. Upon 
this point Thomas Scott writes: “The matter of the 
fourth gospel may be regarded as substantially dif- 
ferent from that of the other three. There is 
throughout it the expression of a distinct autborship 
except in the comparativly few passages which relate 
to events which are also recorded in some or all of 
the other gospels. We hav then before us two inqui- 
ries—one which must determin the time at which 
the fourth gospel was written, and another which 
must settle whether the other gospels are really three 


narrativs or varying forms of the same narrativ, If 
for the former it be proved that the time of compo- 
sition could not be earlier than the middle of the 
second century, and that it may be later, the testi- 
mony of one more witness is lost, for it cannot be 
the work of John, the son of Zebedee. At best it 
can but exhibit the impression made by the teaching 
and conversation of John on the mind of some famil- 
iar disciple; and we are left finally to determin 
whether in the other gospels we hav the testimony 
of three several persons, each speaking from his own 
knowledge, and writing of events which had occurred 
during his own lifetime and from the information of 


men whom he knew to hav taken part in those 


events and whose trustworthiness he has had tested.” 

How does this powerful writer decide these two 
important considerations ? 

He decides it by a critical examination of the first 
three gospels ; by comparing their points of agree- 
ment and difference; by examining their style—their 
method of description and narrativ—and this is how 
he sums up the whole question. He says: “ Noth- 
ing is more certain than that any number of persons, 
speaking of events which they hav seen, will describe 
them each in his own way. The mode of regarding 
them will vary, the turn of thought and the language 
will be different in each case; and the narrativ will 
giv full play to the associations and the prejudices, 
the intelleet, wisdom, or folly, of the speaker or 
writer. There are, of course, certain cases in which 
we should expect them to use the same, or nearly the 
same, words. If they quote from a published docu- 
ment or proclamation, they will quote alike in pro- 
portion to their general accuracy of thought. If 
they record a speech which they may hav heard, their 
reports will agree in proportion to the strength and 
fidelity of their memory; but if we found that the 
letters of three or four correspondents of newspapers, 
describing the aspect of political affairs in Lisbon, 
Paris, or Vienna, contained here and there a sentence 
couched in precisely the same words, we should re- 
gard the circumstance as singular and suspicious. 
If we found two or three consecutiv sentences in 
each exactly alike, we should conclude that all had 
copied from some common document, or that the 
original writing of one of them was plagiarized by 
all the rest. If in addition to this we found event 
after event described, and question after question 
discussed, in precisely the same phrases by each, we 
should dismiss the inatter as too clear for an instant's 
thought. Avd yet this is the phenomenon which 
comes before us in the passages which are common 
to two or more of the four gospels; such passages 
being, of course, far more numerous in those which 
hav received the name of thesynoptie gospels to dis- 
tinguish them from the fourth. No fact could well 
be more momentous. The supplement to the fourth 
gospel informs us that if all the unrecorded acts of 
Jesus were reported the world would not contain the 
books which -should be written. The wealth of 
material then was infinit. Yet the synoptists relate 
but a few, and for the most part the same, events, 
oiten (we may add) in precisely the same words. 
Oa this point no room is left for doubt. Down to 
the subtlest turns of thought and the nicest details 
in expression there is a substantial identity, which 
proves that the narrativs alleged to be those of 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke are in the main one and 
the same tale, garnished with a few additional phrases, 
according to the taste or judgment of the copyists. 
Thus, then, the witnees of the four independent 
evangelists is reduced at once to the testimony of 
two unauthenticated narrative, the one supposed to 
exhibit the thoughts and convictions cf John, the 
other forming the nucleus of the synoptic gospels. 
In neither case hav we adequate evidence that the 
testimony is that of eye-witnesses. Hence, except 
on the assumptions which insure the victory of bibli- 
olators and sacerdotalists, it is impossibie to feel 
in those narrativs the confidence which we feel in 
handling the work of a strictly contemporary his- 
torian.” . 

But why talk only of the “four gospels?’ In 
the early ages, of Christianity a number of other 
gospels were quoted. What were they? Let us 
gee. i AkTHUR B. Moss. 

— ——j— — / 


Fraud and Delusion. 


I know it to be a fact that there is a large per- 
centage of church-members and supporters of 
churches that do not believe in religion. They sup- 
port the church as a matter of business policy, but 
principally fearing its persecuting, enslaving, psycho- 
logical force or mental influence. What the real 
source of this mental force is I think is very little 
understood—whether it is a mesmerie influence ex- 
erted by all priests or preachers over their flocks, 
or they are simply the medium or means of convey- 
ing it from the heads of the different churches to 
their flocks. I am inclined to think from my ob- 
servation and special investigation on this point that 
the latter case is the truth—that many of them are 
held enslaved by it as well as their flocks. 

But my attention was called to this point by read- 
ing an article in one of our leading magazines on the 


celebration of Easter in Jerusslem by the Greek 
church. The correspondent, after giving a graphic 
description of the masses of pilgrims, both Moham- 
medan and Christian, assembled there from every 
country of Europe, and even from America, and the 
various superstitious scenes and acts gone through, 
at length describes what is called the pretended 
miracle of the holy fire, or fre produced by God at 
the request of the patriarch of Jerusalem at Easter 
at the church of the Holy Sepulcher. The rotunda 
of this church apparently was specially designed for 
this purpose, being left without windows, only very 
narrow holes in the walls for the light to be ecen 
through, with a faithful guard placed around so that 
no prying eyes could hav any chance to see what was 
going on inside. This pious fraud has been success- 
fully carried on every year since the ninth century. 

Here then we hav this sanctified head of a Ohris- 
tian church, in presence of the thousands around 
him from nearly all parts of the world, in this en- 
lightened day and age of the world, enter this dark- 
ened building with his box of silent matches or some 
other means of producing light and fire without 
much noise, after offering up his prayer to his God 
to hav him produce the fire. After rising from bis 
knees he makes the fire himself, and hands his candle 
out through these holes in the wall, lighted from the 
fire thus produced, to the esger, excited masses on 
the outside, and continues to do go until the tens of 
thousands assembled are supplied with one or more 
lighted candles apiece. The lighted candles are 
passed around so rapidly that a great volume of 
smoke is produced, and even the outside air is per- 
ceptibly heated, and the whole city, in course of fif- 
teen minutes, is one great blaze of light produced 
from this holy fire. E 

Now, there can be scarcely a doubt but that these 
patriarchs and heads of this Ohristian church for the 
last nine centuries were well aware that the Chris- 
tian religion was a fraud and delusion. Bui miracles 
of the present time are not confined to the Greek 
church; they also constitute a large stock in trade 
both in the Oatholic and Protestant churches, only 
slightly more conservativ, especially in Protestant 
churches. There are two conditions necessary to the 
successful working of a miracle: 1. Ignorance and 
superstition; 2. Priestly or church mesmerie control 
of the minds of the masses, holding them enslaved 
through mental impressions. In this country we 
very rarely hear cf miracles performed by the Cath- 
olio chureb, there are too many rival sects and Free- 
thinkers around to investigate it. But in Catholic 
countries,especially where the conditions prevail which 
I hav named, the miraculous holy church and holy 
wells flourish, such as the Lourdes. Here they will 
show you hundreds of crutches which they pretend 
were left by the lame that they claim were healed. 
Some travelers try to account for the crutches that 
are left behind at these churches by supposing that 
there may be some impostors, and that gome others 
are excited to make & desperate effort to walk with- 
out them, and thus throw them away. 

But if one-half of what is claimed for mesmerism, 
or electrical psychology, as the higher stege of it is 
called by the notable Dr. Dodde, is true, we might 
admit the possibility of some of these cripples being 
enabled to. walk without crutches. Though I radi- 
cally differ from Mr. Dodds’s whole theory of elec- 
trical psychology as expounded by him in his courge 
of lectures before the United States Senate. But I 
admit the possibility of & mental force capable of 
performing the almost miraculous cures that he 
claims to hav done—such as to make the blind to see, 
the lame to walk, and the deaf to hear, this done 
in course of a few minutes. But he says nothing 
about the possibility of any person being made blind 
or lame by the same force. He lays down five differ- 
ent ways of bringing his subjects into contact with 
this subtle force. But it is evident the main point in 
each plan is to arrest the attention of his subjects. 
But if Dr. Dodds had not been a theologian he might 
hav added one other plan to the five—that is, relig- 
ious devotion. Of all of the five plans, this one is 
the most effectual, in isolating snd fixing the mind 
on one idea, and also in bringing it into ful! sympa- 
thy with this subtle fore». But as he was not only 
a theologian, but also activly engaged in the minie- 
try, and consequently setivly engaged in forwarding 
church interests, he would naturally say nothing 
about this last plan, but instead slyly giv out that 
only persons of good characters should be made 
acquainted with these five plans, lest they should vie- 
timize some persone for evil purposes. This is how 
he would cover up the church’s dirty, cruel work, 
knowing well that the church had a monopoly in this 
kind of business. And his spread-eagleism of elec- 
trical psychology was simply a scheme to bring some 
of those persons under church control who were not 
as yet mentally enslaved by the church—who still, to 
some extent, maintained their self-respect and men- 
tal independence—under the specious promis and hope 
of curing defectiv faculties. He helps them by his 
plans to get rid of these valuable properties of mind, 
and in all probability fasten a church mind-force 
upon them that will hold them enslaved to church 
interests the remainder of their lives. 


How very similar to revivalism and the faith cure 
the miracles of the Protestant churches of the pres- 
ent time; as in hypnotism, the person has to get rid 
of his self-respect, reason, and mental independence, 
for they hav to get down on their knees and confess 
that they are sinners whether they are or not, and 
profess to believe in something whether they know it 
` ig true or not, thus completely yielding their minds 
to the inflaence and control of some other leading 
mind, possessing and assisted by a greater mental 
force; thus the poor dupes become enslaved men- 
tally instead of receiving any permanent benefit from 
it. In either of the three cases the essential point, 
in order to be operated upon by this mental force, is 
in yielding the mind to be controled by something 
besides your owa will, reason, and intelligence. 

Now, it has been freely admitted not only by Dr. 
Dodds, but by many other persons who hav experi- 
mented with hypnotism, that it may be used for evil 
purposes, such as depriving persons of the use of 
some of their mental faculties, or forcing them to do 
things that were very wrong, even criminal acts. 
Now, hav we anything in church literature to show 
that it has been used for such purposes by the 
church? By turning to the ninth chapter of the gos- 
pel of John, we find the story of the man that wae 
born blind. When this supposed miracle-working 
preacher, called Christ, was challenged as to the 
reason why this man was born blind, he said that it 
was that the works of God might be manifested by 
him. In plain language, ib is virtually saying that the 
man was born blind, and kept so, in order that he 
might hav & chance to work a miracle upon him. It 
may be the story is a fabrication of some bishop or 
magnate of the early Christian church, but as it is 
fully sanctioned by all the Christian churches of the 
present time as divine truth, the proof is just as 
strong for my purpose as if it was true. That such 
things as hypnotized subjects are kept on hand 

from time to time, we may safely infer from this 
-story—in order to pose them as persons to perform 
miracles upon, as the churches’ stock-in-trade. 
: When such business runs low at the holy wells, sa- 
ered churches, faith-oure establishments, and revivals, 
they may trot out these unfortunate victims cf 
churchly tyranny and cruelty, and restore to them 
the use of the limb, or organ, or faculty of mind of 
which they previously, through the mental force of 
hypnotism, deprived them at some time of their 


ives. 

While the Catholies look on almost with disgust 
at the miracle of the holy fire performed by the pa- 
triarch of the Greek church, they are always ready 
to swallow down the so-called miracles of their own 
religion. Aud precisely so of the different sects of 
the Protestant church in respect to Catholie or Greek 
church miracles. Whilst, to an unprejudiced Free- 


‘thinker, the pretended miracles of all divisions of the- 


Christian church are equal absurdities and impost- 

ures. Is it not evident that the heads of the three 

divisions of the Christian church who are capable of 

- playing such tricky impostures upon their adherents 

are fully aware that the Christian religion is a hum- 

bug and fraud, and a mental delusion? 

Mazo Manie, Wis. Joun Lion. 

— . ———— 


The Farmers' Alliance and the Fair. 


The national Farmers’ Alliance in regular, annual 
session at Osala, Fia., passed the following resolu- 
tion, viz.: 

We, the national Farmers’ Alliance of America, believing 
that Veneration and obedience for the laws of God are the 
conserving and saving force of human government, do 
hereby respectfully request that the directors of the great 
national fair, to be held in 1892, do not desecrate the Amer- 
ican Sabbath by keeping open the gates to the same on the 
Lord’s day. 

In reference, and in opposition, to the above reso- 
lution, the Norse Farmers’ Alliance unanimously 
adopted the foliowing preamble and resolution at a 
regular session, Jan. 17, 1891, viz.: 

WuxnzEAS the National Farmers’ Alliance and Industrial 
Union adopted a resolution at its recent session at Ocala, 
Fla., requesting the closing of the World's Fair on Sunday, 
or, as it was termed, on the American Sabbath” and 
** Lord's day,” and, 

WuznEAS we consider such action not only ill-considered, 
but unwise, as it is a step to restrict individual rights in the 
interest of sectarianism ; 

WuznEAS, Hundreds of thousands of laborers living in 
Chicago, or within a few hours’ ride of that city, would 
be actually prevented from visiting the World’s Fair at all 
should it be closed on Sunday, be it therefore 

. Resolved, That we deprecate such action and feel con- 
strained to enter our solemn protest against the proposition 
to close the World’s Fair or Columbian Exposition on Sun- 
day, a3 a step toward the union of church and state, and an 
abridgment of the enjoyment of equal rights by all irre- 
spectiv of belief or sect. ` T. TREO. Corwiox, 

Secretary Norse Farmers’ Alliance, No. 1,023. 


The reader will perceive, from the above, that the 
National Farmers’ Alliance—a grand and noble in- 
dustrial order, congserated to the industrial emanci- 
pation of the oppressed and downtrodden farmers 
and toilers of this country—has undoubtedly been 
taken unawares and imposed upon by crafty ecole- 
siasticiam getting in its work, intended to subgerve 
its secret purposes, the great majority of that body 
being totally unaware of the true and real import, 


and entirely ignorant, or at least unsuspicious, of the 
true purport and ultimate object of this resolution. 
The Farmers’ Alliance is, or should be, a Secular 
organization, its motto being, “ Equal rights to all, 
and special privileges to none." T. Turo, Corwrox. 
Norse, Tem. 
ce 
The Western Political Revolt Led by Heretics, 
From the Pittsburgh Dispaton, 
There are certain characteristics among the leaders 
of the People’s party movement in this state which 
make their success in the recent campaign all the 


more surprising. If the party continues to prosper, | 


the sentiment of the state must undergo a complete 
change. The rank and file are years behind the 
leaders in every principle of the movement. Kansas 
has heretofore been a state of intense religious feel- 
ing. The churches hav been prominently identified 
with politics and the pastors hav thought it incum- 
bent upon themselva to deliver political sermons. 

The Methodist church has formed the great 
strength of the Republican party, for its membership 
has been largely composed of Grand Army men. 
The German Catholic church has been and is Damo- 
oratio. This was due tô the stand taken by the two 
old parties on the Prohibition question. All of the 
Protestant churches, more especially in the cities, 
were forced to espouse the cause of the Republicans 
on account of their advanced temperance ideas, and 
ihe Damooratic fight was necessarily against them. 

The men and women who sprung into prominence 
and managed the campaign for the People’s party 
sre, for the most part, Freethinkers and Atheists. 
Some of them belong to the Unitarian church, and 
hav such Liberal ideas on orthodox questions that 
they hav been led into a denunciation of the inter- 
ference of the church in political matters, and con- 
sequantly into a fight on the churches themselvs. 

Jerry Simpson, who made such a wonderful cam- 
paign in the seventh congressional district, had all 
of the power of the church directed against him. 
He did not attempt to conceal the fact that he was 
an unbeliever, but on the stump publicly declared 
that he gave religious questions no thought what- 
ever, but addressed himself to those which he could 
understand and hoped to change. 

Mrs. M. E. Lease is an Infidel, and she is proud of 
it. She was by far the most important factor in 
molding publie sentiment in the campaign, and her 
philippies against the old parties stirred up the 
masses fo such an extent that & calmer discourse 
would not be listened to. “The day has passed,” 
said she in conversation with a newspaper cor- 
respondent, “when it is a disgrace to be an Infi- 
del It means now that one is & broad thinker, and 
the people to whom the term is applied represent the 
advanced thought of the age.” 

Mrs. Annie L. Diggs, the associate editor of the 
Alliance Advocate, belongs to the Unitarian church, 
and so does Frank Doster, who is being groomed for 
United Siates Senator. But the day has passed 
when either recognizes anything more in Christianity 
than a broad humanity, end both are ready at all 
times to defead their position, Mrs. Diggs, next to 
Mrs. Logse, was the most successful campaigner in 
the People’s movement. She is a member of the 
Woman’s Ohristian Temperance Union, differing 
with Mrs. Lease on the Prohibition question. Mrs. 
Diggs believes temperance is a virtue, but her tem- 
perance work is a secondary matter, and the relig- 
ious features of it hav no attraction for her. 

Henry, Charles, and William Vincent, three broth- 
ers who own and edit the Winfield Nonconformist, 
and Oyrus Oorning, editor of the Workman, an Alli- 
ance psper published at Eldorado, are of the same 
religious belief as Jerry Simpson. Oorning and the 
Vincents hav been labor agitators for years, and hav 
from the first been recognized leaders in the farmer 
movement. The appeals made by the Republican 
central committee to ihe church-going element oa 


-the temperance question and the ready response of 


the pastors brought to the surface the elements 
which war on religion. 

The persons mentioned are only a few of the more 
important, but they represent the brains of the new 
movement. A crusade against the existing order of 
things had to be made general in order to be suc- 
cessful. The country preachers at first were very 
pronounced in their advocacy of reforms in politics. 
. They were candidates for Congressional nomina- 
tions, and in the Sixth Congressional district five out 
of the seven candidates before the Alliance conven- 
tion were preachers. Bub it was not this element of 
the party which came to the front as the campaign 
progressed. These same people with their liberal 
religious views sre without exception single tax ad- 
vocates. The farmers who hav thrust them forward 
do not comprehend the meaning of the Henry 


George movement nor do they understand why. 


certain of their leaders are supporting Frank Doster 
for Senator. 

Some weeks ago a man who represented himself 
as a correspondent of a New York daily came to 
Topeka and gave it out that he intended to thoroughly 
investigate the causes of the late uprising. He was 
extended every courtesy by the politicians, and his 


paper was watched to see what would be the result 
of his investigation. As none of his efforts appeared 
in print, suspicion was aroused, and inquiry revealed 
the fact that he represented the New York Standard. 


— fe 
Robert G. Ingersoll Nominated for President. 


Who shall be president? I nominate Robert G. 
Ingersoll as the most truly American, after the pattern 
of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, of 
whom fifty of the fifty-six were skeptics to Babylon, 
church and state Christianity, that has “taken peace 
from the earth,” and turned the church and state 
“into blood,” making the war element dominate 
every other element in the nation. 

As a Shaker—a Christian after the pattern of Pen- 
tecostal Christianity—of those who would not fight, 
did not marry, had all things common, and held work 
to be worship—I am intensely interested in main- 
taining intact the secular character of the Constitu- 
tion of these United States, that characteristic of the 
Constitution which secures liberty of consciencs to 
ail classes of people, religious and irreligious, believ- 
ers or tkeptieg. 

As things now are, I feel continually in jeopardy. 
Tam afraid of these pious, religious politicians and 
people, and the more pious and sincere they are the 
more I am afraid of them. If, in legislating to re- 
strain or kill heretics, they really “ think they are do- 
ing some God good service,” is it any the less mur- 
der, or will it be any the less death to the murdered 
heretics? If Thomas Paine were alive to-day, would 
not every religious person of any church or sect of 
Ohristians, except Shakers, feel just as Talmage ex- 
presses himself about Ingersoll—that there ought 
to be civil laws enacted to restrain or kill him and his 
fellows? Asa Obristian disbelieving in war, force, 
coercion, should I not feel bound to use my power in 
saving souls from an eternal hell hereafter by giving 
them a temporal hell here? When Roman Catholic 
* Bloody Queen Mary" of England was asked how 
she could be so cruel as to hav heretics hanged, 
drawn, and quartered, or burnt at the stake, her re- 
ply was, “I subject them to torture here for a short 
time, that God may noi torture them hereafter 
throughout all eternity.” Asa Christian disbeliev- 
ing in war, force, coercion, or in & hell of fire and 
brimstone, and believing that I would do to others 
as I would hav them do by me, I can “do violence to 
no man.” 

If all men and women are “born free and equal,” 
how is it that some men get themselvs up over others 
in the name of some God whom those others know 
no more about than they themselvs know about 
him ; to compel those others to believe or disbelieve, 
to do or not to do, as they determin. Ingersoll 
would say it was un-American, and, as president, 
even the Shakers would rest in peaceful security, 
knowing that he would sign no bill of religious leg- 
islation about Sunday laws or Sunday papers—or 
Sunday anything infringing the liberty of conscience 
of his equals. “Why am I judged by another man’s 
conscience?” Instead of returning the colored peo- 
ple back to Africa, I propose to return these church. 
and-state, God - in- the- Constitution people—who are 


seeking the destruction of the only government on 


earth where liberty of person, press, speech, and 
conscience is conserved— back to Europe, where they 
properly belong and not in this gloriously free, 
American, non-religious republic. With eternal vig- 
ilance, it is liberty or death.” 

Will there not arise in Congress some statesmen 
like Ingersoll to oppose all Sunday legislation (which 
is but the entering-wedge to a final union of church 
and state), and who, when a World's Fair is settled 
upon, will inserb a clause forbidding any one day 
being designated as a Sabbath, seeing that every day 
is a Sabbath to some of the world’s people who are 
to be invited to the World's Fair? Let it not be 
Buddhist, Jew, or Mohammedan, but purely Amer- 
ican, to whom all days are alike sacred to liberty of 
conscience, of press and person, to the “rights of 
map,” and to common sense.” T. W. Evans. 

Mount Lebanon, N. V. 


Tren persons were killed and twenty severely 
wounded in a church row at Fo'dia, in Roumania. 
The cause of the disturbance was that a very ugly- 
looking priest had been assigned to the church by 
the bishop, notwithstanding the communicants had 
expressed a wish to the contrary. The priest was 
told to leave, but would not, and the members 
resolved to put him out. Police were called, and a 
general free fight was the result. 


— . —————— 


His infallibility the pope is at present hard up for 
cash to keep his divine mission” in wcrking order, 
and has resolved to charge an entrance fee on all 
persons visiting the Vatican museums. The official 
organ of the Italian government, La Léformia, 
warns the pope not to do so, and says that the gov- 
ernment will immediately take charge of the art col- 
-Jeotion when fees of any kind are charged. 


-— 


84. 


The American Secular Anion. 
ET ee UM 


R. B. WESTBROOK, President. 


Boarp or DIRECTORS. , - 

R. B. WESTBROOK, President, . 1707 Oxford street, Philadelphia. 
EE. B. Foorn. Je., Vice-President, 120 Lexington ave., New York city. 
T. B. WAKEMAN, Vice-President, 93 Nassau street, Now York city. 
T 1516 Montgomery ave., Phila ; Pa. 
812 Arch st., Philadelphia, Pa. 
IDA O ORADDOOK, Secretary, . . Philadelphia, Pa. 
F. O. MENDE., Treasurer, <.. e_o .« Philadeiphia, Pa. 
QoRREsPoNDING SECRETARY, Ida O. Craddock, Broad and Coinmbia 


., Pniladelphia, Pa. r . 
TàzASURER, F. O. Mende, 1814 Greene street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Secular Union's Monthly Report. 
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED JANUARY, 1891. 
„Progressiv Thinker,” for Church Taxation” 


and Bible in Schools ” pamphlets. . $ 8 00 
John Price, Scappoose, Ore. (Guarantee Fund) 50 
Ignace Glaser, Bastrop, La. (new member)........-.- 10 
Andrew J. Wadlia, Greeley, Col. (Guarantee Fund). 2 00 
A. Schell, Knight's Ferry, Cal, for Church Taxa- s 
tions. —:2ũé4———22———ͤ4 2 LEE . 
George Larson, Levan, Utah (Guarantee Fund)...... 5 C0 
A Friend in Virginia (Guarantee Fund) . . . . . 5 00 
Samos Parsons, San Jose. Cal. (Guarantee Fund)... 10 00 
Newark Liberal League, Newark, N. J., for lecture 
by Miss Craddock, on How to Make Free- 
thinkers of the Young."...... ... . ... . . . . e. 12 25 
Rosseau Hess, Fort Custer, Mont. (Guarantee Fund) 10 00 
Elam L. R. Gardner, Troy, N. V., for pamphlets.... 1 00 
A Friend in New York state (Guarantee Fund)...... 100 00 
Seaborn Kitchens, Sr., Gibson, Ga. (Guarantee 
Und). (( 2ũ———4 4 ——2b tt . 72 . 2 . 5 00 
Abraham Schell, Kaight’s Ferry, Cal. (Guarantee 
[Dn RN" 100 00 
T. 8. Frisbie, Hartford, Conn. (new member), $5 
for Guarantee Fund, and $1 for annual cer- 
tificat - —(.2ꝛgg 4 ———— —hæL7 A 22 . 4 . . e 6 00 
Henry Beichling, McAuley, Ida. (Guarantee Fund). 5 00 
N. F. Griswold, Meriden, Conn., for Bible in 
Schools? pamphlet. . . . 1 00 
Prof. H. M. Cottinger, San Jose, Cal. . .. . 2 00 
Joseph Haigh, Chebanse, III. (Guarantee Fund). 2 00 


F. H. Nicoles, Medaryville, Ind.. $2 contribution, 
twenty-four cents for Bible in Schools” 


pamphlets Em 2 24 
Wm. Smith, Geneva, N. V., for Bible in Schools” 
pamphlets ——Á— 1 0 
George N. Hill, Boston. Mass. (Guarantee Fund).... 3 00 
S. Brewer, Ithaca, N. TJ... .. . . . 5 00 
Total ——uI—æ⁴— —22 — eene . . . . — $298 99 


F. C. Menne, Treasurer American Secular Union. 


(Per I. C. C.) 
Philadelphia, Jan. 31, 1891. 


— t — — 
That Field Seeretaryship. 


We giv below an extract from a letter which is a 
sample of those which we are receiving upon this 
subjset. The writer was present at the Portsmouth 
Congress, and his opinion, therefore, is of some 
value. He became sufficiently interested in the 
American Secular Union to join later on, as a life- 
member, and to make his two daughters annual 
members; and the letter given below was the out- 
come of some correspondence which had been pass 
ing between us on a suggestion which he had made 
for spreading the work of our society : 


SpPIoKTAND, IND., Jan. 24, 1891. 

Miss IDA C. Crapvoox, Sec. A. 8. Uaion, Philadelphia, 

Pa., My Dear Friend; Your very kind and valuable letter 
was duiy received. Will answer that your praise in your 
-former letter of the person you hoped to make field secretary 
seemed to me equivalent to saying Charles-Watts. I hav 
heard him in debate and lecture, and must say that he is the 
best qualified for field secretary of any person know. He 
is radical in his views, and yet tolerant and courteous to 
those who differ with him. While I would not detract from 
the valuable qualities of any other of our lecturers, I cer- 
tainly feel that Mr. Watts has the qualifications for an organ- 
izer more perfectly and harmoniously combived perhaps 
than any other one of them. He does not offend even his 
most bitter opponents in debate. There are persons who 
will attract and convince for a time, and then, perhaps, by a 
harsh or rash sentence scatter to the winds all the good they 
had accomplished. He is an honor and a power in the cause, 
which 80 much needs such help, and will never bring a blush 
of shame to the cheek of the most refined. We would be 
proud of him. 

I do not intend any reflection on any person, but must say 
we ought to hav the choice of the majority. If Mr. Charles- 
worth had been elected field secretary at Portsmouth, we 
would be bound to him. But as he was only recommended, 
and as there were so few members present, the board are 
certainly under no binding obligations to appoint him. He 
has ability which will certainly not be ignored, and he will 
hav no difficulty in finding good work to do; and the vote 
given him is a valuable compliment to him 

Yours very truly, W. W. Witson. 


Another life-member present at that congress (one 
of the “old guard”) has given us a large contribu- 
tion, and has cordially expressed his approval of the 
choice of the majority of the board for Mr. Watts 
as field secretary. Another member, whose name is 
withheld for the present, offers us $50 provided we 
secure Mr. Watts's services. The Portsmouth Secu- 
lar Union people write us that they are unanimously 
in favor of Mr. Watts. These are but samples of 
the growing feeling among our people that our 
choice of Mr. Watts for field secretary is a wise one. 

In view, however, of the fact that the two gentle- 
men who support Mr. Charlesworth’s candidacy hav 
appealed to the public through the papers, we think 
it only due to Mr. Watts, as well as to the majority 
of the board, that a similar appeal for Mr. Watts 
should be made, and that it should be promptly re- 
sponded to by everyone who desires that Mr. Watts 
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shall be made our field secretary. We know that his 
friends, both within and without the society, are 
legion; and if everyone who feels that the alliance 
of such a man as Mr. Watts with our society would 
be desirable will write to us, we shall know with 
more certainty where we stand. We who want Mr. 
Watts hav no private axes to grind; we wish before 
all to be loyal to the best interests of the people who 
hav elected us to the management of the American 
Secular Uaion work; we desire to pursue only that 
course of action which will result in the greatest 
good to Liberalism. Between the abilities, experi- 
ence, eto., of the two candidates, there can of course 
be no possible hesitancy in preferring Mr. Watts. 
At least, so it has seemed to five out of seven mem- 
bers of the board. His scholarship, his address as 
a speaker, his readiness and logic in debate, his fair- 


^ ness to opponents, his popularity among radicals and 


conservativs alike, his tactful perception of the limit 
to which aggressivness toward the churches may be 
pushed on any given occasion, combine to render 
bim just the man to send into the field as the repre- 
sentativ of a work which requires above all a man of 
such qualifications. 

It has been objected by Dr. Foote that lecturers 
already in the field should be subsidized ; and W. 8. 
Bell givs vent to a fear that if a field secretary be 
appointed, he (the field secretary) will receive all the 
“reward from the Liberal public,” while “ the others 
get nothing.” He informs us that all the other lect- 
urers are doing precisely the same work as a field 
secretary, èe., organizing Secular Unions. Will Mr. 
Bell kindly send in his report of the number of Sec. 
ular Unions which Ae has organized? Up to date, 
the corresponding secretary of the national society 
has received no notice of such. Nor, indeed, has she 
received notice of Secular Unions organized by any 
lecturer save Mr. Remsburg and Mrs. Freeman, and 
in one case by Mrs. Mattie Krekel—for which last, 
however, no application for charter has been made. 
It looks a good deal as though the business of organ- 


0 | izing auxiliary societies for the American Secular 


Union had been considerable of a failure, as far as 
lecturers in the field are concerned ; and we think it 
high time that we hav ah agent of our own in the 
field to look after the business interests of the Ameri- 
ean Secular Union. 

But I would say that we bav already made appeals 
to the lecturers to support the work of the American 
Secular Uaion. One of the first acts of the board, in 
the winter of 1889-90, was to issue an official an- 
nouncement in which the following words occur: 

We invoke the assistance of all traveling lecturers and 
organizers in forming new societies; and in return we will 
aid them by maintaining a ** bureau of information” regard. 
ing Libera] societies and activ workers in the cause through- 
out the United States. 

As this brought out not one solitary response, we 
again issued “An Appeal to the Liberal Lecturer” 
last summer, in which we begged for their ccopera- 
tion, and entreated them to at least mention the 
American Secular Union, and use it as a background 
for their lectures. Oaly two lecturers, W. F. Jamie- 
son and Miss Voltairine de Oleyre, responded. Miss 
de Oleyre and I discussed the matter in a personal 
interview at some length; and Mr. Jamieson, in a 
series of able newspaper articles, endeavored to pave 
the way for some such alliance; and it is probable 
that, had he been able to attend the Portsmouth 
congress as he had expected, some steps might hav 
been taken by him toward the formation of a lecture 
bureau. The corresponding secretary, in her address 
before the congress on “ Methods of Extending our 


Work,“ advocated the formation of such a bureau; 


but none of the lecturers present at the Oongress 
seemed to care to take the matter up. Only a few 
weeks ago we had the pleasure of listening to a 
most able address from B. F. Underwood on “ Resist- 
ance to the Encroachments of Ecclesiasticism.” In 
that address he urged all Liberals to unite, to organ. 
ize, to do all in their power to resist such encroach- 
ments; he deprecated the lack of union among us, 
and criticised most ably and effsctivly the style of 
carrying on our periodic gatherings; but singularly 
enough, he entirely omitted to mention the American 
Secular Union, or even to hint that an organization 
already existed for resistance to such encroachments. 
This, too, although the president and the correspond- 
ing secretary of the American Secular Union sat in 
his audience, and he had been holding a most 
friendly and instructiv conversation with both just 
previous to his lecture. 

In view of such lukewarmness on the part of Lib- 
eral lecturers toward the national society, I would 
ask, what can be hoped for by inviting them collect- 
ivly to become field agents for us? 

It may not be amiss to explain to our contributors 
that the work of a field secretary, such as we con- 
template, includes a good deal more than merely 
* organizing auxiliaries.” It includes, among other 
things of which I will speak later on, keeping them 
after we get them organized. At present there exist 
throughout the country a large number of Liberal 
societies who hold charters from us but with whom 
we are no longer in communication. It is the excep- 
tion to find an auxiliary which deigns, after receiving 


its charter, to report to us what it is doing for the 
cause of state secularization ; it is also the exception 
to receive from an auxiliary any financial contribu- 
tion. It is impossible to reach those auxiliaries and 
stimulate them by correspondence only. We needa 
man in the field whose whole business will be to 
travel from place to place to address such societios 
personally, and to arouse their enthusiasm for that 
state secularization whose accomplishment is recog- 
nized among Liberals as the corner-stone of our re- 
ligious liberties. The idea that such a business 
agent would corflict with the Liberal lecturers now 
in the field is ridiculous, and shows a lack of far- 
sightedness on the part of those objecting which is 
unworthy a true Liberal. The advent of such a field 
secretary would really quicken the growth of Free- 
thought in every town, and would pave the way for 
more lecturers, more radical newspapers, more Free- 
thought: literature in that town than ever before. 
And supposing that it did not result in more dollars, 
but in less dollars in the pockets of the Liberal lect- 
urers now in the field, is the livelihood of, say, a 
dozen people, to outweigh the gain to the whole 
cause of Liberalism? However, as I think I hav 
shown above, the advent of a field secretary, pro- 
vided he be a suitable person for the position, would. 
widen the field for the Liberal lecturer, instead of: 
contracting it. 

I hav said that there is other work besides organ 
izing auxiliaries. To put it briefly, there are at least; 
four lines of work for which we need a man in the 
field at present. We wish to reach: 

(1) Our auxiliaries everywhere, so as to establish 
closer relations with them than hav been possible 
hitherto, in order that we may all work together 
effectivly throughout the country against the God- 
in-the-Oonstitution party. 

(2) Those Liberals who hav too little of this 
world’s goods to contribute dollars to the cause, but 
who would gladly contribute cents, if some regular 
method were adopted of reaching them. 

(3) Those moderate Liberals who stand midway 
between extreme radicalism and extreme orthodoxy, 
and who are partially or wholly in favor of state 
secularization. : 

(4) Public-spirited men in the community at large, 
who, though not avowed Freethinkers, are in full: 
sympathy with our principles. 

To perfect these plans as we should wish, we need: 
Mr. Watts—or some one equally able and experi-. 
enced. 

In order to get Mr. Watts, we must raise $2 000: 
for his salary. We feel sure that, once in the field, 
a man of his ability and popularity will hav no diffi 
culty in collecting not only that amount, but even 
more, especially if the plan which we hav for reach- 
ing all classes of Liberals be put into practice (a 
plan which we may here say has been already tried 
in two other national societies, with most surprising 
results). We propose that all lecture appointments 
shall be made through the head office of the Ameri- 
can Secular Union, and that all collections made by 
Mr. Watts in the field shall be remitted direct to us 
by the officers of the society before whom he spesks, 
so that he shall be relieved from all annoyances of 
business management, and be able to giv his whole 
attention to his work of lecturing, organizing, and 
general quickening of Liberalism in the communities 
which he visits. l 

In the present condition of affairs, however, the 
majority of the board hesitate about engaging any 
field secretary whatever, until we can see our way 
financially a little more clearly than at present. We 
therefore make this public statement of the matter, 
hoping that all Liberals, both within and without. 
the society, who feel that it would be a help to the 
cause to hav Mr. Watts as our field secretary, will 
giv their financial aid toward making his appoint- . 
ment possible. We hope that those who cannot piv : 
large sums will giv small ones. Grains of sand | 
heaped together make vp high mountains. 

It is due to Mr. Watts that his friends promptly - 
send in their assurances of approval, whether con-. 
tributions accompany or do not accompany such; 
approval. 

We hope that we shall hear promptly from al? 
our members everywhere on the matter of the field 
secretaryship. We hope that all Liberals who are 
friends of Mr. Watts, whether in or out of the so- 
ciety, will also feel like giving at least a smali 
contribution toward his salary for this year. If the 
responses come in as they should, Mr. Watts could 

be put in the field by April, if not before. Come, 
friends, how many of you will come forward and 
help make this appointment of the field secretary - 
a success ? Ipa C. Crappoox, 
. . Qorr. Sec. American Secular Union. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Jan. 29, 1891. 


— — —-—. 
Field Secretary Why One Has Not Been Ap- 
pointed. 
R. B. Westbrook in Investigator. 

Eprtor IxVESTIdA TOR: You say in your editorial cf 
January 14th: We supposed that the recommends- 
tion [by the congress] would be respected by the 
board of directors at their first meeting, and the.. 
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secretary would commence work soon after.” You 
seem to hav overlooked the fact that the congress, 


on motion of Mr. E. A. Stevens, passed a unanimous |. 


resolution of instruction to the board not to appoint 
the person named vntil the whole amount of money 
necessary for his salary should be subscribed.” We 
issued the call for money as directed immediately 
after we returned from the congress, and only about 
$500 was subscribed (hardly enough for printing 
and office expenses), not one dollar of which was 
specifically for the salary of the person named for 
field secretary. What could the board do under 
these circumstances but abe the resolution of the 
two directors, which was to appoint whenever $500 
should be subscribed toward his salary ? 
A few days afterward a proposition was made to 
appoint Mr. Charles Watts general field secretary, 
aud although the board had no instructions not to 
appoint any other than the gentleman recommended 
by the congress until the money was pledged, they 
felt it prudent to raise by subscription most of the 
money necessary, before Mr. Watts actually entered 
upon his work, while they fully believed that the 
renown, large experience, and brilliant talents of this 
well-known Secularist would secure enough money 
fron the places he might visit to pay his way. 
.Strenuous opposition to the appointment of Mr. 
Watts was made by two directors out of the seven, 
and instead of discussing this matter in the board 
first, the public press was used for the express pur- 
pose of defeating Mr. Watts. 
The end was accomplished. The board thought 
it best to halt for the present and to throw the whole 
responsibility upon the two directors who had ob- 
jected to the appointment of Mr. Watts. Now, Mr. 
editor, here you hav the whole matter in a nutshell. 
What would you hav the board do? Will you or 


some of your readers advise us what to do under 


these perplexing circumstances? - 
R. B. Wesreroor, Pres. American Sas. Union. 
— — ——u— — — 


The American Secular Union. 


. I hav received a number of communications since 
the Open Letter of the president of the Secular 
Union to Dr. Foote appeared in Tug Trure SEEKER, 
all save one objecting, not only to the matter, but 


especially to the spirit, manifested in the open letter. 


I hav refrained from giving my opinion, thinking 
that perhaps others more capable would . speak, but 
I am forced to the conclusion that, as one of the old- 


est in years in the society, as well as one of the very 
oldest in membership, having worked with it and for 
it when it was known by its original name, Liberal 
Leazue" (a name that everybody understood with. 
out explanation), I must say what needs to be said 
as I understand it. 


I did not at all understand why the president and | 


secretary, at the congress at Portsmouth, showed 


such a determination to ignore as directors Messrs.. 


T. B. Wakeman and Dr. Foote, two men whom we 
all know are “ busy men,” but in all the fourteen years 
of the life of the Union" hav never been too busy 
to work for the good of the society in evil as well as 
good repute, giving not only money but hard work 
to keep the organization in working order. 


Or president haa been (Parhapy, iy now) 4 doctor, ally satisfactory, and so put Mr. Watts and many 


of divinity, and OCatholie priests are not the only 
clergymen who sometimes forget to be just to lay 
members. What does Dr. Westbrook mean when he 
says that they hav a man to present as field secretary 
who is aman of good moral character, and one whom 
we oan safely send into our families? There imme- 
diately comes to me the question, Is not the man 
whom the Portsmouth congress unanimously elected 
for field secretary a chaste man, and may he not be 
invited into our families ? 

I am not in favor of a field secretary. 

No one appreciates the great talent of Charles 
Watts more than myself, and I wish he could be sus- 
tained by the public in his work for Secular thought ; 
but let no one suppose he will be, or is, careful 
about treading on the toes of the church, for in the 
several times which I hav heard him he bas given 
the hardest blows to that sacred institution that I 
thought possible till I heard President Westbrook 
at Portsmouth; his speech put aside even Mr. 
Watts. 

The president said the lecturers bring no money 
into the Union. If they leave no debts behind them 
for friends to pay, I am glad, as in my own city two 
very popular lecturers some few years ago did so, 
and the friends said pretty hard things about them. 

If I remember rightly, we were told at Philadel- 
phia that the secretary we were electing was equal to 
going out, appointing meetings, and lecturing, and 
that she would do so if appointed. Of her ability I 
hav no doubt, but I hav not seen reports of many. 

Dr. Westbrook tells us we were threatened with 
the law at Pittsburgh. Does he not know that Mr. 
Watts was at that meeting, and was the one who re- 
plied to that threat? 

Finally, ia my opinion, if we think to reconcile the 
shurch to our thought snd by that means gain their 
help, we shall find that we shall lose more good help 
from people who believe in straightforwardness and 


à 


pitable. 


lecturers alike. 


doing nothing underhanded, than we gain by hon- 
eyed words to opposers. : 


I hav said I am not in favor of a field secretary, 


but if we hav one let us -hav the one appointed by 
the congress, as Dr. De Lespinasse says in his com- 
munication the past week to Freethought. 


Syracuse, N. Y., Jan. 28 291. Luoy N. Corman. 


— 2. — 


Mr. Wakeman Replies to President Westbrook. 


"To ram Eprrog or Tun Terors Szexzr, Sir: In a 


letter of the 17th inst., published in the Liberal pa- 
pers, President R. B. Westbrook says, * Strenuous 
opposition to the appointment of Mr. Watts was 
made by two directors out of the seven, and instead 
of discussing the matter in the board first, the pub- 
lic press was used for the express purpose of defeat- 
ing Mr. Watts.” 


Sufficient time has elapsed for some explanation 


of this remarkable statement, but as none seems to 
be forthcoming, it is necessary to say that it is quite 
the reverse of the truth—unintentionally, of course. 
I hav made no opposition, strenuous or other, to 
the appointment of Mr. Watts, nor has Dr. Foote to 
my knowledge or belief. We hav been trying to feel 


our way to that result without unfairness to others. 

The facts are, in short, these. At the meeting of 

the board the motion came up to appoint Mr. 

Charlesworth; as was recommended by the congress. 

The president objected that it could not be done, 

because the congress had also voted that he should 

not be appointed until the necessary fund was raised. 

It was shen found that the amount necessary was 

within the judgment of the board, and I stated that 

Mr. Obarlesworth had agreed to take the field if 

$500 was pledged for his family, he taking the risk 

of raising the balance necessary by his labors. Then 

it was objected that he was not in barmony with the 
constitution and purposes of the Union, and not a 
competent or appropriate person. I stated that.the 
recommendation of the congress was sufficient for 
us upon those points, but I was quite sure they could 
be obviated, and I, therefore, moved, That the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Charlesworth be laid over until at 
least $500 be subscribed for that special purpose, 
and until Mr. Charlesworth shall make such explans- 
tions to the board as will satisfy them that he is a 
competent and appropriate person to receive such 
appointment.” 

This was laid over and the president now says has 
been “tabled.” The president then stated that he 
had corresponded with a gentleman who was iv 
every way competent and appropriate, but whose 
name he was not then at liberty to giv, and he left 
us in ignorance and wonderment as to who this 
remarkable personage could be to take the place of 
the one the congress had named. 

Some week or more after, he wrote to Dr. Foote 
that it was our old friend, Mr. Oharles Watts, editor 
of the Secular Thought, of Toronto, and president 
of the Canadian Sscuiar Union. We made no oppo- 
sition, but were greatly pleased and tried to arrange 
a way in which it could be done without unfairness 
to Mr. Charlesworth and others whom the Liberale 
of the country might also think worthy of consider. 
ation under such circumstances. In this view Dr. 
Foote tried to arrange a plan that might be gener- 


good men and women in the field, and he published 
it so that such might be the result. 

Oa the 31st of December last I wrote a letter to 
the president giving my views of the way in which. 
the difficulty could be obviated. As Iam now ac- 
cused of “strenuous opposition” to my friend Mr. 
Watts, and as that letter contains the only words 


from me on the subject, I ask that it be sent to me 
for publication. Let us know the worst. 


Yours truly, T. B. WAKEMAN. 
New York, Jan. 31, E m. 291. 


— . —＋ —4—Üä 


Will Christians Work with Infidels? 


Probably not. If Infidels will join the church 
and support Christian preaching, Christians will 
* kindly" permit Infidela to work with them? To 


hold a Secular congress, or convention, and strive to 


suppress the free expression of thought, in deference 
to the views and feelings of a few Christians who 


happen to “honor” the meeting with their presence, 
is stultification. 


John R. Charlesworth will find the Liberal lect- 
ure field broader than any “board,” and more hos- 
Judging by a recent article of his, lately 
published, he ought to be engaged in the lecture 
field, standing upon his own independent feet. Ever 
since there was an attempt to gsg him, my entire 
sympathy has been with this young and talented 
gentleman. 

We want no “policy” that will not treat all our 
Special privileges for none. We 
older workers hay been fighting the battles of intel- 


lectual freedom all these years without being 


“anointed” or authorized by any “bosrd.” I would 
say to the younger lecturers, whether Timothys or 
Johns, “let no man despise thy youth.” Eater the 
lecture field, gather your audiences, and fire away, as 
the rest of us did. Your chances are better now 


than ours were then. The lecturers now in the field 
will welcome you and aid you to secure lecture en- 
gagements. We need more lecturers to combat the 
pretensions of the clergy. I want to see every town 

and neighborhood ablaze with Freethought lecturers. 

We need a thousand lecturers where we hav one. 

We need men and women with plenty of vim and 

enthusiasm, who will insist upon speaking their own 

highest, noblest, truest thought. The Liberals of 

the United States should contribute not a dollar un- 

leas it goes to sustain Freethought in every direction. 

If Christians want to join us on these terms, all 

right. No compromise with old theology; no par- 

leying; no trimming; no suppression of honest 

thought to win Christian smiles and favors. If, as 

some Liberals say, we hav the churches on the run, 

let us keep them exercising. It will keep us busy 

and them healthy. Let us accept nothing less from 

them than “unconditional surrender.” 


Des Moines, Ia. W. F. JAMIESON. 


— — — — 


Charles Bradlaugh's Life and 
mA 


Works. | 


Obarles Brad- 
laugh was born 
at London, 
Sept. 26, 1833. 
His father, a 
solicitor’s clerk, 
was very poor, 
and not able te 
giv his son even 
a full element- 
ary education, 
as indigence 
S compelled him 
to withdraw the 
boy from school 
at the age of 
eleven. The 
awakening of 
the youth to political thought seems to hav been 
when, at the age of ten, he discovered among his 
father’s books a copy of Cobbett’s “ Gridiron,” which 
he diligently essayed tocomprehend. What may be 
ealled his first political act was the hesitating entrance 
of a chandler's shop and purchase of a halfpenny copy 
of the Charter,“ that famous petition for rights 
which was then agitating England. At twelve he 
became errand-boy in the solicitor’s cffice where his 
father was employed. At fourteen he became wharf 
clerk and cashier to a firm of coal merchants. 
Through these years he industriously attended open- 
air and other meetings for political reform, at which 
he displayed talent for public speaking, and addressed 
audiences at the age of fifteen. Rev. Mr. Packer, 
under whom he held an office of Sunday-school 
teacher, now solicited some young men, among whom 
was Charles Bradlaugh, to study for au approaching 
exbibition before the bishop of London, cffering aid 
in difficulties, Obarles, failing to reconcile the four 
gosvels with the Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church 
cf England, asked counsel. The pastor wrote to his 
parents that their son was pursuing Atheistical in- 
quiries, and also suspended him from his function of 
Sunday-school teacher three months. The young 
man now avoided the church in which he could not 
take hia wonted place in the Sunday-school, and 
spent his leisure in religious debates. He championed . 
Obristianity till in 1849 he was forced to admit his 
defeat in a public discussion on the inepiration of the 
Bible, and professed himself an Infidel. Rev. Mr. 
Packer, after consulting with the youth’s father, in- 
formed the heretic that his employers gave him three 
days to change hia opinions or lose his situation. 
He refused recantation, and left his place, and his 
Fome as well, which had through the same cause be- 
come intolerable. At seventeen he found himself 
alone in the streets of London, with no money and 
little clothes. He picked up ascanty living as a coal 
merchant, till his main customer, a baker-woman, was 
informed by some malicious Obristian that her coal- 
desler attended Freethought meetings and expressed 
opinions of the same character. Upon this the good 
woman declined further coals from an Infidel, ‘I 
should be afraid," she said with a shudder, “that 
my bread would smell of brimstone.” As the woman's 
custom had yielded a profit of ten shillings a week 
and had been the young man’s chief maintenance, he 
was foreed to quit the business. For some time he 
tried to make a living by various courses, among 
others that of selling braces. His evenings and 
Sundays were given to discussions and meetings. 
His opinions were at this time Deistical, but fast 
growing to that complete Atheism which he afler- 
ward so illustriously expounded. Friendly Free- 
thinkers raised s subscription to ease his necessitous- 
ness, but his independence was ill pleased at this. 
He had, too, been obliged to borrow what was to 
him the prodigious sum of £4 15s. So one morning 
in 1850 he silently left his house and friends, deter- 
mined not to return otherwise than independent. 
Strolling from street to street, he encountered a 
poster soliciting recruita for East India service. En- 
listing, he. was transferred to a regiment destined to 
(Continued on page 92 ) 
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Gammunications. 


Recent Gems from the Religious Press. 


The Christian Union, in answer to an inquiry in 
regard to answers to prayers, says: 

The promises of Christ cannot be treated as commercial 
contracts. The letter killeth. Understand that God wants 
to help you. Ask anything, from a child's top to & divine 
and radiant comfort at the grave where the loved one lies 
buried, and he will hear and answer you, only be sure that 
you are not selfish in your praying, and also that you ask it 
in my (Christ’s) name and for my sake, which will help to 
glorify my name and to promote my cause. 

The promises of Christ cannot be classified with a 
commercial promis to pay on a certain day a sum of 
money ; in other words, his promises put in the form 
of a promissory note will go to protest. 
long since been protested, and repented applications 
hav only caused a repetition of the same answer, “ No 
funds.” If the promises of Christ cannot reach to 
the altitude of a merchant’s promis, we would ask, 
What are ihey good for, anyway? 

“The letter killeth.” This means, a literal inter- 
pretation of scripture kills it, and so it does, and it 
has been dead for hundreds of years, and ought, in 
all decency, to hav been buried long ago. Its ossi- 
fied remains remaining above the earth is an outrage 
on good taste, and inimical to the public health. 
“Ask anything you want for my sake.” That is, 
be sure you want nothing for yourself when you 
pray for something, only for Christ and his glory. 
And then you will get it, and can use it for yourself. 
But if you should ask if on your own personal ac- 
count, and say nothing about Christ, it would be 
selfish, and you would get severely left. 

This infantil twaddle comes from Dr. Lyman 
Abbott, who is certainly old enough to know better. 


The New York Tablet, yielding to the permanency 
of the French republic as evidenced by Cardins! 
Lavigerie’s declaration in its favor, reads a lesson to 
that portion of the episcopate and clergy who hav 
heretofore identified themselvs with the fallen fort- 
unes of the monarchial preteaders. 

“There is nothing," says the Tablet, “inimical to 
the Ostholic church in republicanism, and the con- 
verse proposition is equally true.” 

This is true, and “ pity tis tis true.” Rats will 
desert a sinking ship, and the clerical vermin and 
barnacles that hang on to the monarchies and repub- 

lies of the world are the first lickspittles to welcome 
the advent of a new régime and kiss the hand, though 
red with blood, that wields the governing power. 

Their contract with governments is a reciprocal 
one, so much patronage for the church for so much 
subservience to unjust laws by their poor, deluded, 
ignorant followers. A churehly politician is devilish 
sly. 


The Christian at Work, in an editorial captioned, 
“The Danger of a Little Learning,” soundly berates 
Howard MacQueary for daring to represent himself 
and having the audacity to entertain a thought out- 
side of the cut and very dried formula of church 
mythology. The idea of a minister denying that 
heaven is a place and calling it a state; that Christ 
had a father and mother the same as we all hav; 
doubting the resurrection of the body of Christ and 
saying that it was only his spirit that rose from the 


dead. Such views as those coming from a young 


rector giv birth to the horrible suspicion that he 
has actually commenced to think, and if allowed to 
proceed unchecked may (heaven forbid) set his pa- 
rishioners to thinking also. He should be summa- 
rily dealt with. The church should dismiss him at 
once. His usefulness is gone. He was a piece of 
church machinery, built at & theological seminary, 
warranted kind and gentle in harness, but he turns 
out to bea kicker, and altogether too fast for his 
dog-trotting associates. Cut off his head. 


The Christian Intelligencer, in & not over intelli- 
gent article, remarks that “our age is characterized 
by investigations into the methods of God's working 
in creation with a greater zeal than was ever known, 
and with results larger than were ever attained.” 

If anyone has detected a God acting as general 
“superintendent” of the universe, giving orders to 
supernumeraries, and assuming. all the powers of 
ownership of the whole business, and will bear wit- 
ness to the fact, he will be liberally rewarded by 
hosts of people who hav complaints to file in the 
general office. 

A large majority of these complaints are against a 
person called a Special Providence. Favoritism, in- 
attention to duty, gross carelessness, brutality, are 
among the minor offenses laid at his door. We 
cite & few in detail. He impresses a parson that 
he ought to change his church and get a better 
salary, after wrestling with him for days and 

nights until he yields, while, at the same time, a 
train full of innocent people are plunged down to 
an agorizing death by reason of a misplaced switch, 
or a rotten bridge. He allows the czar of Russia to 
commit untold brutalities upon thousands of his sub 


They hav. 


jects in Siberia, while some Methodist exhorter has 


* got the spirit for the use of a prayer-meeting.” But 


still the Intelligencer says investigations into this |. 


Special Providence’s doings are meeting with large 
results. Will the editor of that paper mention just 
one and we will subside? 


The Christian Inquirer, speaking for God al- 
mighty, as usual without credentials, says: Those 
who question the efficacy of prayer doubt the truth- 
fulness of God." John Foster says (probably after 
an interview with God almighty in which the latter 
told John just how he treated prayerful petitions, 
etc.) that though God has certainly predetermined 
what he will do and his purpose cannot be changed, 
yet in many instances he has predetermined it to be 
done in answer to prayer, and not otherwise. That 
is, God has predetermined what he will do in case 
some oneelse does a certain thing. In other words, 
his determinations all hav a string to them which if 
pulled makes them a verity, if not pulled they 
become nil. It is enough to giv an ordinary 
God a headache to be compelled to prepare a lot of 
determinations ahead, drop down the strings, attach 
them to his coat-tail, and await the pulling. And we 
hesitate to call John Foster a beautiful liar, because 
we never saw his photograph. 


The Illustrated Catholic American publishes 
twenty-nine “ Dont’s for some church-goers.” Five 
of these “dont’s” hav the true Christian business 
ring, and we repeat them : 

Don’t fail to pay your pew-rent in time. 

Don’t drop your money, it causes distraction. 

Don’t forget the command, contribute to the support of 
your pastor. 

Don't let the contribution-box pass without contributing 
your quarter or dime (no pennies). 

Don’t forget to take along extra money on the Sundays 
when a collection is taken up for the orphans or some benev- 
olent society. 

We beg leave to add a few more dont’s, which hav 
probably been inadvertently omitted: 

Don’t ask why coroners are not called in to investi- 
gate sudden deaths which occur in nunneries. 

Don’t question the spiritual source from which 
emanates the rosy color of the priest’s nose. 

Don’t ask to see the financial accounts of the 
church. - 

Don’t ask why the little sisters of the poor wagon 
stops occasionally at a brewery to get a keg of beer. 

And last, and above all things: 

Don’t imagin yourself capable of & thought unfa- 
thered by the church. Should you do go hell will 
overtake you. 


The Churchman strongly objects to the query, 
“Was Christ a Buddhist?” which heads an article 
published in the January number of the Arena, from 
the pen of Felix L. Oswald, M.D., Ph.D. The 
Churchman says: Its style is offensiv. The head- 
ing, ‘Was Obrist & Buddhist?’ is one which no 
writer with the first instinct of a gentleman would 
choose to use in à Christian country, and if the 
doubly doctored Felix Oswald did not know it, the 
editor of the Arena ought to hav told him so.” 

Felix, you are offensiv and disagreeable. We call 
your article a farrage of second-hand trash. We are 
well aware that this is an age of free thought and 
free speech, but that is no reason why you should 
not behave yourself like a gentleman. Besides, you 
are insufferably vulgar. You hav offended refined 
susceptibilities, you hav disturbed the musical yet 
monotonous cadences of a young rector’s voice in his 
reading of the collect to reeiprocativ young ladies 
and eminently respectable old gentlemen. You hav 
dared to inferentially classify Obriei with mankind 
by accusing him of its pet folly, the acceptance of a 
groundless superstition called religion. Don’t you 
dare to ever step foot into my Episcopal church. If 
you do, I will hav you pelted to death with chocolate 
caramels and tutti-frutti. 


The Christian Herald reproduces the Talmagian 
yawp weekly. 

On January 4th, this worthy successor of Ananias 
accidentally told part of the truth when he said “ that 
never since our world was swung out among the 
planets bas there been such an organized and deter- 
mined effort to overthrow righteousness and make 
the Ten Commandments obsolete and the whole 
Bible a derision.” . 

Ab present righteousness és overthrown, the Ten 
Commandments are obsolete, and—for the purposes 
to which it has been put—the Bible 2s justly held in 
derision by intelligent people. 

The spectacle of white-necktied saints with elon- 
gated visages peddling out salvation as a business is 
happily fast receding before the steady march of 
reason and common sense. The one essential truth 
of the universality and eternity of matter from whence 
all existences necessarily sprung is dawning upon 
the world. The accepiancs of this incontrovertible 
truth will divert to more useful channels the immense 


two naughty elders. 


Man will then see the real beneficence of the earth, 
and come to realize his duty to his fellow- man. 
From the general tone of the religious press it is 
evident that the Christian world has taken the alarm. 
Let's on, courageous friends; our watchwords, truth, 
victory ! 


The Independent devotes a page to biblical extracts 
and comments to prove that it is wrong to hav the 
Columbian Exposition open on Sundays. Under the 
provisions of the Constitution of the United States 
we honestly believe no warrant will be found for the 
enactment of special laws, such as Sunday laws, pro- 
hibitory laws, or any law that abridges the liberty of 
the citizen in the enjoyment of his right to life, lib- 
erty, and the pursuit of happiness, so long as in the 
exercising of this right he does not invade the same 
right of his neighbor. With the old Mosaic or Bible 
laws we hay nothing todo. They may or may not 
hav been needful in those ancient days. What we 
hav to deal with is the present attitude of certain 
fanatics who seem determined to deprive certain peo- 
ple of the right to enjoy a visit to the Exposition on 
a Sunday. : 

Liberal, generous men will say at once, let. it be 
open. But liberality or humane feeling is not an in- 
gredient of church policy. Commandments, restric-- 
tions—which do not restrict—and bossism is the 
pervading principle which actuates the church, and 
it behooves every lover of liberty and justice to op- 
pose the encroachment of this detestable despotism 
into the secular affairs of the people. 


The Observer goes into a paroxysm of indignant 
virtue over the opening of a new theater in Norwich, 
and quotes an epitome of a denunciatory sermon 
preached by Leonard W. Bacon against the morals, 
social life, and lax principles of the town. Is it not 
a Christian town? It must be—Leonard W. Bacon 
preaches there. ea 

If the reverend gentleman is so shocked at comia 
opera and the ballet, why not take some plays from 
the Bible? There is the history of Susanna and the 
There is Solomon with his con- 
cubines a hundred or more; there is the artless 
David who sent poor Uriah to his death that he 
might get his wife. Certainly there is dramatic 
material enough here for a nice religious drama, 
which the Sunday-school children would certainly 
enjoy. 

They must hav some diversion, why not giv them 
this ? 

The Hebrew Journal, under an editorial headed 
“Hardening the Heart,” very sensibly observes, 
“ Backward we trace the causes of crimes to the so- 
sial conditions which created or encouraged them, 
which made it difficult for those enmeshed in the 
net of felony to escape from the environment within 
which fate had placed them. The recognition of the 
fact that crime is the development of previous con- 
ditions, which must be-changed in order to develop 
any radical remedy for crime, must first take place 
before we can hope to produce a diminution of evil.” 
Our Christian civilization punishes the efect in the 
person of the unfortunate criminal, but never seeks 
the cause. Like bailing water from a leaking boat and 
never stopping up the hole, our crop of criminals | 
never fails. 

Only the abolition of superstition will thoroughly 
cure this shame and disgrace of the race. 


The Freeman's Journal comments on the Decay 
of Protestant Belief,” and quotes in part from an 
interview with the Rev. A. W. Momerie, in King’s 
College, England, which in substance denies the ex- 
istence of the orthodox hell, speaks of miracles as 
seen only by those who expect to see them, and says 
Christ did not wish to establish a religion of creed 
or ritual, but of conduct. Also denying the bodily 
resurrection of Obrist and the inspiration of the 
Bible. We should judge from the foregoing that 
the Rev. Mr. Momerie holds very little in common 
with the established church, and that the matter of 
his being ousted is a question of a few brief days. 
His case is analogous to that of the Rev. Mr. 
McQueary, of Ohio, on both of whom the /’reeman’s 
Journal bestows the honorary title of recruiting 
agents of Infidelity. - Next! 


The Hvangelist publishes a letter from Douglas 
P. Putnam, who advises a brother parson not to 
analyze too much. Don’t try to square one chapter 
of the Bible with another. If that is tried a bungle 
will be made of it. Don’t look for Calvinistic ortho- 
doxy in the Sermon on the Mount, ete. 

Freethinkers hav cause for great rejoicing for the 
many evidences inside of the church, that are daily 
cropping out, of an unsettled doubt in the minds of 
preachers, which is surely an omen of certain col- 
lapse of superstitious dogmas and religions. No 
honest, thoughtful man in the light of this intelli- 
gent sge can long remain in the church to patch up 


sums of money, the energy, and the time now ex- | its absurdities and become its perpetual apologist. 


pended in promulgating a false and silly superstition. 


Ww, ALLEN SMITH. 


How Mr. Harman Views His Second Sentence. 


To roe EDITORS AND PUBLISHERS or THE Unrrep 
Srares: Oa Thursday the 15 h ult., in the federal 
building at Topsks, Kan., John F. Philips, United 
States judge for the Western District of Missouri, 
rendered an elaborate decision in the case of the 
United States vs. Moses Harman charged with the 
alleged crime of mailing obscene literature. Phe 
reading of this judicial opinion occupied about forty 
minutes and ai its close the accused was sentenced 

to imprisonment at “hard Isbor,” for one year, pre. 

sumably in the Kansas state prison. No opportu- 
nity was given the prisoner to say a word in his own 
behalf. He was not asked if he had anything to BBY 
why sentence should not be pronounced against 
him, and, acting on advice of counsel, no demand 
was made by him for opportunity to say a word for 
himself. One reason, and perhaps the chief reason, 


for Mr. Overmyer’s acquiescence in this practical de. |. 


nial of an “inalienable right”—a right that the 
most despotic of judges are in the habit of granting 
unasked—was the fact that he, Overmyer, had an 
important ease, a murder case, to attend to in 
another court at 2 r.m. of the same day, and it was 
necessary that he get through with his business in 
the United States court as soon as possible. He 
therefore contented himself with taking the neces- 
sary steps locking toward an appeal on writ of 
error to the United States circuit court. Pending 
these proceedings, which may or-may not be success- 
ful, the prisoner is at liberty on his own recogni- 
zanee, the United States marshal saying to him, Go 
about your business, as usual; when I want you I 
know where to find you.” . 


Lisi April the writer of this was sentenced to 
five years’ hard labor in the penitentiary at Lan- 
sing, Kan., and actually served four months of that 
time, when he was released on a writ of error, and 
is now waiting under heavy bonds a new trial on 
appeal to the United States cireuit court. This 
Sentence of five years was imposed for the alleged 
crime of publishing a plainly worded protest against 
a worse than brutal outrage committed by a hus- 
band upon the person of a sick wife, a crime 
against which our laws afford no adequate remedy. 
This protest is known as the Markland letter. When 
: near the time of trial for mailing the protest, another 
letter on the same subject, written by Dr. R. V. 
O'Neill, of New York, was published in Lucifer. 
The objact of this second letter was a vindication of 
the first. Its whole aim and purpose was to show 
the necessity of thorough work in exposing the 
brutalities and barbarities to whick many wives and 
mothers are subjected by worse than brutal husbands. 
To batter illustrate this necessity Dr. O'Neill cited 
forms of vies the very existence of which is commonly 
thought too shocking to be mentioned or even 
alluded to. Dz. O'Neill did not mince matters, but 
went straight for these evils in language not to be 
misunderstood, but yet without the use of what are 
commonly called vulgar or obscene words. j 


For. the publication of this second letter I was 
immediately arrested and held to answer at the en- 
suing term of the United States district court. The 
fame court that sentenced me to five years for mail- 
ing the Markland letter found an indictment against 
me on three counts for mailing the O'Neill letter. 
After various delays the case was submitted to Judge 
Phillips of the Western district of Missouri, the de- 
fendant having waived his right to be tried by jury, 
with result ag stated. 


Coming, as this sentence doer, as the culmination 
of a long line of similar encroachments upon the 
right of free publication, I ask you if the law of 
self-preservation does not warrant you and prompt 
you to inquira where these invasions are to lead, 
or whether there is any limit to these acts of sup- 
pression and censorship. The freedom of the press 
meaus the freedom of the persons who conduct or 
represent the press. If a publisher must forever 
run the gauntlet of a secret and irresponsible postal 
censorship, then we hav an end to the freedom cf the 
Shae arcs freedom which is guaranteed by the 

onstitution of the United States in language the 
most unmistakable. 

It is constantly urged by the defenders of the 
postal laws under which I hav been prosecuted and 
sentenced that while the Constitution guarantees free- 
dom of the press it does not sanction “license” or 
“ licentiousness.” If by this is meant that every 
publisher must be responsible for the abuse of his con- 
stitutional right of freedom of the press, then there 
ean be no reasonable objection—the only question 
being as fo whom or to what the publisher is ame- 
nàble for his acts. If the same rules were adopted 
here as in other kinds of business there would be 
little or no trouble. If each publisher were held re- 
sponsible to the persons he may injure by exercising 
the freedom of the press, then there should be no ob. 
jection ; but if held amenable to an arbitrary and 
irresponsible government censdrship,as now, the 
door is at once thrown wide open for sn unlimited 
pout or number of abuses and of class discrimina- 

ions. 

Believing these postal laws authorizing a cen- 


2 


THE TRUTH SEEKER,| 


FEBRUATITY 


sorship of press and mails to be unjust, despotic, 
arbitrary, and un American in character, I ask you 
to giv this matter your earnest and early attention, 
to the end that.a stop may soon be put to these 
abuses of power, through or by means of an indig- 
nant protest from the liberty-loving and justice. 
loving people of America. Moses Harman. 
— OOo — ᷑ ⁰— 


The New Learning. 


On Paychical Phenomena she spoke out with decision, 
Talked about the Ancient Mystics and the modern ones as 


well; 
She discussed the Stellar Theory and the Tripartite Division, 
And the character of Shelley, and the Theosophic Smell. 


Anon Bl touched on Politics, on Egypts vanished splen- 
ors 
Oa Aryans, Euripides, and Rousseau’s moral tone; 
She quoted scraps of German, using freedom in her genders, 
And she mentioned Renan’s latest with an accent all her 
own. 


Ilistened and I marveled, for I've scholars known in plenty 
Who've struggled all a long life through to master one 
domaip, : 
And here I found a maiden, fond of dancing, pretty, twenty, 
Miter province was all learning, and who found it smooth 
and plain. 


I loved her, and to love her was a liberal education; 
I shyly dared to ask her how I might grow wise as she. 
I was but a humble Wrangler, so I spoke with trepidation ; 
She markoa it, and she sweetly smiled and thus encour- 
' aged me: 


** Oh, the matter's very simple! You hav but to do as I 
Go and hear extension lecturers, peruse the monthly 


tead ; 
Join a Furnivall Society or two, by them be guided, 
Of proper names and tendencies repeat all you hear said. 


** Two lectures on the Cosmic Soul and three on Man’s Re- 
ations 
One on Dramatic Genius in Eagland, Greece, and Rome, 
A Tudor Exhibition and a Story of the Nations, 
With a visit paid to Stratford or the Robert Elsmere 


Home, 
„Will make you almost perfect in the ways of the New 
Learning, : 
That teaches us to to talk of things we scarcely know 
by name; 
But you mustn't waste your time on books, like persons 


undiscerning, 
Except about the washing-bills and sins of men of fame. 


*' Browning? Read him?“ Pe not read him, but [ve 
heard a well-known critic 
Giv his views about Sordello to the Ladies’ Culture 
Classes ; 
And a magic-lantern picture at last Tuesday's Analytic 
aloe the meeting ’twixt the lover and the wife in Pippa 
asses.“ ] 


* Now try this plan and quickly 'mid the wisdom of the 


ages, : > 
You'll lear the true enjoyment that the love of culture 
bring 


gs 
Find our Being's real Inwardness before you in the pages 
Of the Shilling Oxford Primer on the Origin of Things.” 


t. James's Gazette. 
— . —E—ͥ— 


He Worried About It. 


The sun’s heat will giv out in ten million years more.” 
` And he worried about it; 
** It will surely giv out then if it doesn’t before,” 
: And he worried about it; 
It would surely giv out, so the scientists said 
In all scientifical books that he read. 
And the whole mighty universe then would be dead, 
And he worried about it; 


** And some day the earth will fall into the sun,” 
And he worried about it; 
** Just as sure, and as straight, as if shot from a gun,” 
And he worrled about it; 
When strong gravitation unbuckles her straps 
Just picture,” he said, what a fearful collapse! 
It will come in a few million ages, perhaps,” 
And he worried about it. 


** The earth will become much too small for the race,” 
And he worried about it ; 
„When we'll pay thirty dollars an inch for pure space,” 
d he worried about it; : 

** The earth will be crowded so much, without doubt, 
That there’ll be no room for one's tongue to stick out, 
And no room for one's thoughts to wander about,” 

And he worried about it. 


** The ert Siram will curve and New England grow tor- 
rider, 
And he worried about it; 
„Than was ever the climate of southernmost Florida,” 
And he worried about it. 
** Tbe ice crop will be knocked into small smithereens, 
And crocodiles block up our mowing machines, 
And we'll lose our fine crops of potatoes and beans,” 
And he worried about it. 


** And in less than ten thousand years there's no doubt,” 
And he worried about it; 
** Our supply of lumber and coal will giv out,” 
And he worried about it ; 
** Just then the ice age will return cold and raw, 
Frozen men will stand stiff with arms outstretched in awe, 
As if vainly beseeching a general thaw,” 
f And he worried about it. 


His wife took in washing (a dollar a day), 
He didn’t worry about it; 
His daughter sewed shirts the rude grocer to pay, 
He didn’t worry about it. 
While his wife beat her tireless rub-a-dub-dub 
On the washboard drum in her old wooden tub, 
He sat by the stove and he just let her rub, 
He didn’t worry about it. 


. W. Foss, in Yankee Blade. 
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Gad as an Engineer. 

On the above subject, Sereno E. Todd, of Orange, 
N. J., recently delivered an address, from which a 
few paragraphs are herewith quoted: 

The kind and aifeotionate apostle, John, taught his 
followers that God is love.“ Now, if we can under- 
stand what love is, we kaow what Godis. Youlove 
your wife and children. Love is an sffsetion or pas- 
sion of the heart. Taan, lova is nob material, is not 
composed of matter. You all know what a shadow is. 
It is not composed of any substance. 

Ask a mathematician for a definition of a mathemat- 
ical point, and he will tell you it ia simply a point 
having no length, no breadth, no hight, no depth, 
but simply a point without extension. Such a point 
is simply nothing. People are wont to think that it 
is a palpable absurdity to think of, and talk about, 
something that is not material, and which has neither 
length, breadth, hight, nor depth, nor material ex- 
tension. We talk of the depth of love and the hight 
of excitement, which must ba understood as figurativ. 
Love has no hight, no depth, nor extension, in a 
mathematical sense. Hatred, envy, malice, kindness, 
patience, faith, hops, charity, and mathematical pointe, 
are all considerations, or objects of. contemplation, 
which hav a veritable existence, and play a very im- 
portant part in all the affairs of mortal life; and yet, 
they are nothing. We cannot handle them. We 
cannot touch them. Wecasnuot put a finger on one 
of them and say, I hav it. Yet, all these little non- 
entities move the material world. 

Contemplate for a moment what love has done, 
and the wonders performed by it every day. But 
can you put your finger on love, and show it to your 
child? Reflect for a few moments what hatred has 
done, and the woe, the sorrow, the anguish, and the 
misery that hav filled our beautiful world with worm- 
wood and gall. Yet, ean you put. your finger on ha- 
tred and tell a broken-hearted mother and her sor- 
rowing children that here is that thing that sent 
their dear protector to an untimely grave? Hence wa 
perceive that it is a very easy thing to talk about and 
to contemplate things that are not material, but 
which are entirely spiritual. God is spirit.“ We 
hav just noticed that love is a Spirit. Hence, we per- 
ceive that it is not difficuli for us to contemplate 
things or existences which hav no length, no breadth, 
no hight, depth, nor extension. 

Ordinarily orthodox people despise Materialistg. 
They think a Materialist is as bad as, or even worse 
than, an Infidel. If a man is a Materialist be is 
gone utterly to the bad. There is no salvation and 
no hope for him. The poor soul must wail with the 
lost for ever and ever, where “the worm dieth not 
and the fire is not quenched.” Now, consider again, 
what gross Materialists we all are. Ages upon ages 


-| ago godly people materialized everything more then 


we do. They believed that our cosmos, the universe, 
was like a huge three, four, or five, or seven story 
building, or an immense flat, one of which embraced 
all that exists on the earth, while directly below our 
flat was another flat, or flat three, of fire and brimstone, 
and above our flat was the first heaven, and then 
above this came the second and then the third 
heaven, St. Paul alludes to the third heaven, in 2 
Oor. xii, 2. If there was a third heaven there must 
be a first and a second. I well remember, when I waa 
young and life was new, how we used to sing: 

From the third heaven, where God resides, 

That holy, happy place, etc. 


- Is this not magnificent Materialism? Many excel. 


| lent Christians hate and despise Colonel Ingersoll 


because he is such a gross Materialist. Can we find 
an intelligent Materialist who can excel Christians 
in their Materialistie notions of God and of heaven! 
Whoever wrote the book of Genesis was a true and 
thorough Materialist. See how he alludes to God 
in the third chapter and eighth verse: And they 
heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day ;” and the Lord, like 
an ingenious and skilful engineer, having juat fin- 
ished our magnificent earth, calls to Adam fo come 
out of his hiding-place and giv an account of what 
he and Eve had been doing. Then again, contem- 
plate this wonderful engineer standing on old earth 
with one foot on the sea and the other on the land, 
and taking a huge Jump of nothivg in his hands, and 
working it over and over, as a boy makes a snowball, 
and then tossing it away up, far above the third 
heaven, where it has ever since remained. Then see 
how quickly he made the eilver moon, which he 
tossed gently into space, directing her to spin 
around old earth. 

When Mark Hopkins, sn illustrious professor of 
theology, died recently, I well recollect how orthodox 
editora extoled and eulogized this great and noble 
sky-pilot, because, as they expressed it, “he was a 
firm believer in a personal God!” He believed that 
God has eyes, ears, hands, feet, fingers, and toes; 
and that he has also a nose, which he blows occa- 
sionally, just as any other man does; and when he 
does blow his nose, the universe trembles. Read 
Ps. xviii, 15, and contemplate how the earth trem- 
bled when the great engineer simply blew his 
nose! How must old earth hav shrunk away when 


the great engineer tooted his ateam-whistle! 
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WILL BE AN ARTIOLE 
By HON. A. E. BRADFORD, 
ENTITLED 
The Disadvantage of Specialism in 
the Advocacy of Reform. 


It is a view of our work which should lead to thought 
and discussion among the Freethinkers of the country. 


Iu renewing your subscription to The Truth Seeker 
inelose 25 ceuts and the Annual will be forwarded as 
800n as issued. 

CHARLES Brapravam died at six o'clock on the 
morning of January 30th. The immediate trouble 
was heart weakness, brought on by the long illness 
of last year. Mr. Bradlaugh was prostrated on the 
14th ult, the attack then nearly finishing his life. 
Hope of his recovery was entertained until the very 
day of his death, but the case was recognized as 
very serious, continued sleeplessness exhausting the 
patient. He bore his sickness with characteristic 
fortitude and passed away as became a philosopher 


and brave man. England loses much by his death.“ 


Her Freethinkers and workingmen lose a noble 
champion who has won for them many substantial 
victories. 

On learning of the national disaster the Manhattan 
Liberal Olub passed the following resolutions: 


Wuerras, The news which reaches us across the Atlantic 
of the death of Charles Bradlaugh to-day in London sug- 
geste to every advocate of Freethought and every lover of 
humanity and the progress of the human race the debt 
which all maukind owe to this apostle of liberty ; and 

Wuereas, It is peculiarly fitting that the Manhattan Lib- 
eral Club of the city of New York should express its high 
estimate of the services rendered by Mr. Bradlaugh toward 
the destruction of the lingering remnants of religious super- 
stition and peculiarly his valiant warfare against the relig- 
ious test oath in Parliament; therefore be it 

Resolved, That this club now expresses its appreciation of 
the lessons which the life and services of Mr. Bradlaugh 
teach all who desire the improvement of their kind; that 
any amelioration of human society must be preceded by the 
emancipation of man from the bondage of ecclesiastical and 
religious superstition. 

Resolved, That such a life as that of Chas. Bradlaugh teaches 
us the infinit superiority of that immortality which the human 
race sooner or later awards to those who hav lived and died 
in its behalf, to that selfish and miserable personal desire for 
eternal existence which most of the religions of the world 
hav hitherto held forth as the highest aspiration of the 
human soul. 


What They Say About the Picture Book. 
From the Agnostic Journal. 

The ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- Bock,“ as far as the 
illustrations are concerned, is a reproduction of a number of 
Watson Heston's cartoons which hav appeared on the front 
page of our excellent contemporary, Taz TRUTH SEEKER, of 
New York. If Mr. Heston were only as deft in artistic execu- 
tion as he is fertil and clever in conception, the Text-Book” 
would be valuable as a work of art, besides being interesting 
as a bombshell aimed at Christian ignorance, superstition, and 
bigotry. Our artist is a man with exceptional fertility of 


invention, and it seems to strike him as if by inspiration how 


to make various phases of “religious” fatuity grotesque, 
ridiculous, whimsical, or absurd. On the page facing each 
picture are apt and carefully selected citations from numer- 
ous Liberal writers, each page of citations having an illus- 
trativ bearing upon the engraving which it faces. Parents 
of Liberal views would do well to present this interesting 
picture book to their boys and girls in order to foster and 
intensify a detestation of priestcraft and all that pertains 
thereunto. f e 
— — 2 — 
The American Secular Union. 


We print in the Secular Union department this 
week several communications of more than passing 
interest. The Union seems to be in difficulties, for 
which we are truly sorry, for it is an organization 
Taz Trurs Szexer has helped much and from which 
it has hoped much. There is need of it now more 


than ever, but there is still more need, if it is to be 


of any use to Liberalism, of undivided counsels and 
a constitutional and coherent plan of action. Whether 
one man or another should be a “ field secretary” is 
of less importance than whether we shall continue to 
hav a Union at all, what that Union shall do, and 
whether it returns an equivalent for its cost. Two 
of these points, however, we can leave for the pres- 
ent, and consider the pressing issues of the present 
controversy. 

First, as to the personal issue in Mr. Oharlesworth’s 
case. It seems not to be understood generally, and 
certainly has not been accurately stated by any of 
the writers on the subject. The motion to appoint 
him field secretary was made at the Portsmouth con- 
gress by Dr. Greer, of Chicago. Some one also made 
the same motion relativ to Mr. Andres, who declined 
the honor. Mr. Obarlesworth was not present, but 
probably would not hav declined had he been in the 
hall. When the motion was made the president said 
that under the constitution the board of directors 
would hav to appoint employees. Some of the mem- 
bers of the congress didn’t like this, and began to 
cast about for parliamentary methods to get around 
the difficulty, and it was as plain ag a mountain that 
the congress desired to put Mr. Charlesworth into 
the field. Some questions were asked the president 
as to the constitution, and he reiterated his decision 
that the board only could deal with the matter—but, 
he said, in his pleasantest manner, the board would 
no doubt feel bound by the recommendation of the 
congress. The motion to appoint was then amended 
to read recommend; it was unanimously adopted, 
and the congress thought the matter settled. 

Second. Shall we hav a field secretary at all? In 
our opinion, No. We do not think it would be wise 
to put & man into the field under the conditions now 
existing—certainly not at $2,000 per year and ex- 
penses, which would be fully another thousand. The 
plan was tried once with the same person, and, if we 
recollect, with not complete satisfaction to the sup- 
porters of the Union. It is doubtful if the money 
eould be rsised, and it is equally doubtful if the ex- 
penditure of so much in one direction would be 
sanctioned by common sense, And we do not be- 
lieve the Liberals eare to, or will, contribute about 
three thousand dollars for one lecturer and nothing 
for the others. Certainly it would be neither fair 
nor just. 

Third. As to the work of the Union. This, it 
seems to us, should not be so much in organizing 
societies as in maintaining a headquarters from which 
to watch the progress of events, to prevent religious 
legislation, and to secularize existing laws. Auxil- 
iary societies do not support the Union; indeed, 
they rarely put themselvs forward as organized op- 
position to unfavorable legislation. Local business 
influences prevent. Individuals support the Union, 
and individuals hav done all that has been done to 
enforce the Nine Demands. The Union president 
and secretary should watch Congress and go before 
its committees when occasion requires. They should 
keep their eyes upon state legislatures and prevent 
the enactment of religious laws ; st least make a pro- 
test, if they can dono more. They should be pre- 


laws or for committing “ blasphemy,” to defend them, 
concentrating the whole influence of the Liberals of 
ihe country upon one point if necessary. They 
should, when the way is opened, go into new places 
and set forth the objects of the Secular Union. 
They should prepare comprehensiv pamphlets and 
brief tracts upon each one of the Nine Demands, and 
see that this literature is distributed where it will 
do good. There is urgent work to be done just now 


» | pared when men are prosecuted for breaking Sunday 


opportunities presented—in Texas, California, and 
Oregon on-the Sunday question. In Maryland and 
Pennsylvania for church taxation. In Illinois against 
blasphemy laws, for, in order to squelch Christ 
Schweinfurth, it is proposed to pass a law in Illinois 
imprisoning men for alleging divinity of themselvs, 
and at the same time enact statutes against blas- 
phemy. The Union headquarters should be the 
center from which to help local effort prevent all 
these things, to guide the campaign, or to do the 
fighting when there are no local warriors. “One 
man can chase a hundred, and two put ten thousand 
to flight,” if the one or two go at it in earnest and 
are backed by a few thousand with the sinews of 
war, as the Union would be if it took the field against 
the enemies of freedom. Look at the little Seventh 
Day Adventist organization. At its last convention 
it had no more delegates than did the Secular Union 
Congress, its receipts last year were only some two 
thonsand dollars, yet it had distributed hundreds of 
thousands of documents against religious legislation; 
obtained hundreds of thousands of names on peti- 
tions against Sabbatarian bills; been heard in the 
committee rooms of Congress, and chased the Sab- 
bath Uaion's lecturers out of half a dozen states. 
The Washington Secular Uaion, with only a few 
hundred dollars, by well-directed work taxed the 
churches, got a nearly secular constitution, and in 
the court at Seattle thrashed a lot of Sabbatarian 
fanatics out of their boots. "Tux Trurs SEER RR, with 
still less money in its Literature Fund, took a hand 
in the proceedings of several political bodies, helped 
the local fighters, and made the paths of the Sab- 
batarians thorny indeed. 

These contests were ones in which the Secular 
Union should hav been prominent. The Nine De- 
mands demanded it. It required no “field secre- 
tary” to engage in them ; the president and secretary 
are amply qualified to go before any congressional 
or legislativ committee and uphold the Union’s prin- 
ciples. If they needed aid they could easily procure 
it, and they would hav, in such work, the whole 
Liberal public back of them with cash and encourage- 
ment and every Liberal paper doing its level best to 
help the work along. The Union was formed for 
these purposes, and it ought to stick to its business. 

The support of the Union always has come from 
the Infidels of the country, and it must of necessity, 
financial if no other, be what the world will call an 
Infidel organization. And so be it. Instead of de- 
testing the word Infidel the Union should be proud 
of it, and call the attention of Ohristians to the fact 
that Infidels are the only ones who will work for jus- 
tice and to maintain American principles. Let the 
Union say to the churches, “ You hav made our work; 
you seek to perpetuate and add to your infamous tyr- 
anny, and if we are Infidels because we oppose you, 
then Infidels we are and will be.” Aud there is but 
little use in chopping the upas-tree down to the 
ground if the roots are left to grow a dozen others. 

We propose that the discussion on “ field -secre- 
tary” be discontinued and that the Union go to 
work for the objects for which it was organized. 
The dispute places Messrs. Watts and Charlesworth 
in a very undignified position, threatens the pence 
and happiness of the Canadians, and we do not 
think that any of the parties like it. 

a 
For Plowing on Sunday. 

At Memphis, Tenn., on the 14th ult., before the 
United States district court, the case of R. M. King, 
the Seventh Day Adventist who has been imprisoned 
by the state court for working on Sunday, was taken 
up on a writ of habeas corpus. The facts are that 
Mr. King was indicted in his county court for quietly 
plowing corn on a retired part of his farm, on Sun- 
day, and was fined $75 and costs for his offense. 
By advice and help of his fellow church-members, he 
appealed fo the supreme court of the state, which 
affirmed the decision of the lower court. Oa the re- 
fusal of Mr. King to pay the fine assessed, he was 
placed in jail, but was released on a writ of habeas 
corpus, Which was made returnable in the United 
States district court at Memphis, Tenn., the second 
Monday in January, 1891. In the mean time, the 
services of Hon. Don M. Dickinson, of Detroit, 
Mich., were secured by the Adventists to assist in 
the case, with the design of carrying it, if possible, to 
the Supreme Court of the United States, there to test 
the constitutionality of Sunday laws in the various 
states of the Union. 
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we add ours that in that case the Protestant Pas- 


Mr. Riehardson, counsel for Mr. King, opened the 
-ease by setting forth the facts of his arrest 
and conviction for Sabbath breaking, alleging that 
he is imprisoned and restrained of his liberty in 
violation of the Constitution of the United States, 
and especially in violation of article 1 of the Four- 
teenth Amendment: “No state shall make or en- 
force any law which shall abridge the privilege or 
immunities of the citizens of the United States, nor 
‘shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or 
property without due process of law, nor deny to 
any person within its jurisdiction the equal protec- 
tion of the laws.” Don M. Dickinson explained that 
the contention of the defense was that King had not 
been convicted in accordance with the law of Tennes- 
see; that there was no law or statute authorizing bis 
conviction, and hence he was illegally restrained in 
violation of the Constitution of the United States. 

The indictment on which King was arrested was 
then read. It charged the offense of plowing on 
Sunday, the repetition of which under common law 
became a common nuisance. The petitioner's counsel 
held that no such statute existed. 

Judge Hammond, before whom the argument was 
made, held that he had not the jurisdiction to pase 
vpon the decision of either of the state courts, but 
counsel for the prisoner contended that the Supreme 
Court of the United States gave him such jurisdiction ; 
that if under a mistaken apprehension of the law by 
Judge Swiggart, of the Tennessee circuit court, and 
the supreme court of Tennessee, this man was ille 
gally convicted, and if could be shown that no such 
law existed at all, then the federal court had jurisdic 
tion to pass on whether or not this man was re- 
strained of his liberty against the law of the land. 

Mr. Dickinson, in his argument, occupied an en- 
tire day in showing that the Fourteenth Amendment 
of the United States Constitution had been violated by 
the arrest of Mr. King. Mr. Richardson presented 
the religious side. He did not confine himself to 
the question of whether or not his client had been 
convicted under due process of law, says the Mem- 
phis Scimetar, “but in the most learned manner 
branched cff into a general disquisition on Sabbath 
laws and religious intolerance, and showed a vast 
amount of research and information on the subject. 
He went back to the days when Christianity was in 
its infancy, quoted the early Christian fathers in 
support of the theory that the seventh day wae 
observed as the Sabbath for centuries after the birth 
of Christ, showed how the first day was adopted and 
became the Sabbath fixed by law in the reign of the 
first Christian emperor and renegade, Constantine, 
and defied anyone to produce the slightest divine au- 
thority for the innovation. It was true, he said, that 
the mejority of Christians had accepted it, but there 
remained sects, such as the Adventists, who chose to 
accept the teachings of the word as their guide in 
preference to the laws of man, however sanctioned by 
time or custom. To deprive these people of their 
right of conscience was an outrage, a violation of the 
Constitution of the United States, and particularly 
of Tennessee, in which state during the unprece. 
dented religious revival in the early part of the cent- 
ury, what was known as ‘sectarian equality’ was 80 
earnestly contested for.” 

A significant feature in this case was the sppear- 
ance of the Protestant Pastor's Association" ae 
prosecutors. The state authorities were negligent 
in securing counsel to represent the sheriff upon 
whom the writ of habeas corpus waa served, and 
after two days’ delay that cflicial secured Mr. Collier, 
an eminent lawyer, to represent him. The “ Prot. 
estant Pastor's Association " then employed another 
eminent lawyer to assist Mr. Collier, thus, says a re 
port, “securing as strong a combination as possible 
under the circumatances in favor of the prosecu- 
tion.” And this “Protestant Pastor's Association " 
proposes, if the case, be decided in favor of Mr. King, 
to take it to the United States Supreme Court should 
the state of Tennessee fail to follow the poor Advent- 
ist to the utmost limit of its ability to persecute. 
This vindictiv conduct is pretty strong evidence that 
something besides a “ civil Sabbath” is desired by 
the Protestants who advocate Sunday laws. 

This case has excited considerable interest, but 
not so much as its importance demande. The judge 
said frequently during the trial that it was an im- 
portant one, and he reserved hia decision to giv it 
careful consideration. It is expected by Mr. King's 
counsel that the result will be favorable; to which hope 


a 


be not prevented from so doing.” 


tor's Association“ will carry out their threat to take 
the case before the highest court in the land. A 
thorough exposure of the Protestant fanatics’ objects 
is as much needed throughout the country as an ex- 
posure of the object of the Roman Catholic church. 


— — — 


Mr. Bradlaugh Vindicated. 


While Charles Bradlaugh, the English Freethinker, 
Atheist, Secularist, and member of Parliament for 
Northampton, was lying unconscious on his sick-bed, 
on January 27th, the British Parliament performed 
‘toward bim a fardy act of reparation. 

To understand it clearly it is necessary to go back 
nearly eleven years. In the early part of May, 1880, 
Mr. Bradlaugh presented himself at the Table of the 
House of Commons, as a member duly elected from 
Northampton, and claimed to be allowed to affirm, 
as a person for the time being by law permitted to 
make a solemn affirmation instead of taking an oath, 
stating at the same time the legal grounds upon 
which he made the application. 

The Speaker of the House refused to decide the 
question, and a committee was appointed to canvass 
the case. On the 20th of May, this committee re 
ported that, in their opinion, Mr. Bradlaugb, under 
the laws quoted by him, could not be admitted to 
meke such affirmation or declaration instead of an 
oath in the House of Commons. 

Subsequently, another committee was appointed, 
as Mr. Bradlaugh had offered to take the oath which 
the House prevented him from doing, and on June 
16th this second committee presented its report, 
which concluded in these words: “Your committee 
accordivgly recommend that should Mr. Bradlaugh 
again seek to make and subscribe the affirmation he 
And Mr. Brad- 
laugh has since been a lawmaker of England. 

On the 27th of January, 1891, the House under- 
took toright itself before the world for its tyrannical 
acts toward Mr. Bradlaugh, and Sir William Guyer 
Hunter, M.P. for Hackney, moved that the resolu- 
tion of the House forbidding Mr. Charles Bradlaugh 
to take the oath or to afirm, be expunged from the 
records, as subversiv of the rights of electors. The 
solicitor-general opposed the motion, saying that it 
was not in accordance with the traditions of the 
House. The record, he said, was historical and sould 
not be effaced in this manner. 

Mr. Gladstone supported the motion to expunge 
the resolution from the records, claiming that it was 
an excess of jurisdiction in an assembly like the 
House, holding almost unmeasursble power without 
appeal. Excess of jurisdiction, said Mr. Gladstone, 
was the greatest fault such an assembly could com 
mit, lesving on record an error which might be 
turned to evil account in evil times. To see that the 
House did not trespass over the limits of its fune- 
tions was one of the highest and most sacred duties. 
He suggested that the motion would be acceptable 
to everybody by omitting the words “subversiv of 
the rights of electors.” , 

The Hon. Sir Henry Stafford Northcote, M.P. for 
Exeter, advocated the acceptance of the suggestion 
made by Mr. Gladstone. The Right Hon. William 
Henry Smith, first lord of the treasury, expressed the 
general sorrow which was felt at the illness of Mr. 
Bradlaugh, and the motion, as amended, was passed. 

The result, we are told, was greeted with hearty 
cheers, as it certainly ought to hav been, though no 
cheering now can efface the wrong done the victim 
of that resolution. 

When this scene took place Mr. Bradlaugh was 
near the grave, and could not be told of his vindiea- 
tion. The situation brings back vividly the ringing 
words he uttered in protest against his exclusion and 
the brutality accompanying it. He stood at the Bar 
of the House, recalling to the members the scene on 
the 3d of August previously when a mob set upon 
him, fourteen to one, and forced him from the hall. 
He concluded his speech in these words: “It was 
hardly generous, hardly brave, hardly worthy of the 
great House of Commons, that those sending out to 
tbo whole world lessons of freedom, liberty, and law, 
sbould so infringe and so stamp them under foot. I 
had no remedy in any court, or I would hav taken it. 
With all respect to you, Bir, and the officers of this 
House, if there had been any possibility of trying at 
law against the mighty privilege of this House, I 
would hav appealed to that possibility. Let me now, 
before I finish, ask the ear of the House for one 
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moment. It is said it is the oath and nof the man; 
but others, more frank, say it is the man and not the 
oath. Is it the oath and not the man? I am ready 
to stand aside, say for four or five weeks, without 
coming to that table, if the House within that time, 
or within such time as its great needs might demand, 
| would discuss whether an Affirmation bill should 
pass or not. I want to obey the law, and I tell you 
how I might meet the House still further, if the 
House will pardon me for seeming to advise if. 
Honorable members hav said that would be a Brad- 
laugh Relief bill. Bradlaugh is more proud than 
you are. Let the bill pass without applying to eleo- 
tions that hav taken place previously, and I will 


undertake not to claim my seat, and when the bill 


has passed I will apply for the Chiltern Hundreds. 
I hav no fear. If I am not fit for my constituente, 
they shall dismiss me, but you never shall. The 
grave alone shall make me yield.” 

The House yielded. before the grave claimed him, 
and for ten years he has sat with the men who once 


] excluded him, the superior of most of them in brains, 


industry, and all the noble qualities found in men. 
—— — —2— ee —— ——— 


Editorial Notes. 


A dRRAT many Origins of the late fracas with the Indians 
hav been discovered, but the following from the Progressiv 
Age, a Prohibition journal, has the merit of being the short- 
est of any of them: ‘An Indian killed a cow and was 
arrested for it. He resisted arrest and proved that tne cow 
was his own. In the melee that occurred the agent took 
fright, ran away, and telegraphed for troops. Thus began 
the latest Indian war.” 


Tue sapient legislature of Illinois, under the guidance of 
the Protestant clergy, propose to make it a penal offense in 
that state to claim to be Christ, or to be personally divíne. 
The proposed statute is aimed at Christ? Schweinfurth, 
but do tbe clergymen consider that it will prevent the second 
coming of Christ, it he reads the Illinois papers, or land him 
in jail when he arrives? In this absurd law it is proposed 
to incorporate a stringent section against blasphemy, and 
the Freethinkers of that state will do well to be alive and 
activ. Why not present all the legislators with a copy of 
Colonel Ingersoll’s defense of C. B. Reynolds, and besiege 
them from every corner until they refuse to pass such laws? 
Let them know there are some folks besides clergymen and 
Christians in the state. 


A sRORRTIRT of the American Sabbath Union writes to 
the organ of the Sabbatarian party that through his ante- 
election efforts the delegation to the legislature from south- 
ern California are Sunday people who will be ready to vote 
for Sunday laws. A strong man,” he says, has been 
engaged to prepare and introduce a bill, and a vigorous 
effort will be made to secure some form of Sunday legiala- 
tion in the near future." This near future,” however, is 
not so imminent as the fact of a large number of Babba- 
tarians in the legislature would indicate, for“ as but little 
has as yet been done throughout the northern part of the 
state, it may,” he goes on, take two years more of hard 
work before we get a Sunday law." And then perhaps they 
will not get it, for the more the people understand the ques- 
tion the less likely they are to bé catspaws for the preachers. 

— 8 

' COLONEL INGERSOLL closes the Press Chib course of lect- 
ures at the Broadway Theater on March 22d. IIis subject, 
according to the Dramatic Mirror, will be Shakspere. To 
this announcement Mr. Fiske, the editor of the Mirror, adds: 
“ All through his career Ingersoll bas looked forward to the 
time when, resting from his theological contentions, he 
should be able to giv the best that his lustrous genius afforded 
toa grand eulogy of the colossal William. That time has 
come and the fruit of all the thoughtful study and profound 
reflection devoted by this ma'chlessly eloquent Shakeperean 
to the works of the bard has been gathered into a discourse 
that is as sublime as itssubject. I had the privilege of hesr- 
ing & portion of this magnificent oratorical tribute recently, 
and I advise every lover of Shakapere and every admirer of 
splendid rhetoric ond poetic enthusiasm to hear the lecture.” 
Mr. Fiske, who enjoys the acquaintance of the colonel, con- 
tinues in a newsy and reminiscent vein: Colonel Ingersoll, 
by the way, left for Montana last night. He will be absent 
several weeks, engaged in a big will contest involving fifteen 
millions. It is probable that be will lecture in Spokane, St. 
Paul, Chicago, and several cities on his way back to New 
York. Did you ever hear why the colonel strenuously ob- 
jects to being ‘introduced’ to an audience when he mounts 
the rostrum? Several years ago he lectured in Jamestown. 
The mayor, & worthy man of German descent, and an ardent 
Ingersollian, was extremely desirous to present the orator to 
his townspeople. His admiration, however, was greater 
than his gifts as a speaker. Overcome by the weighty 
character of the ceremony he stnttered and stammered and 
looked the picture of nervous discomfort. Finally he wound 
up his remarks with: ‘And now, ladies and gentlemen, J 
hav the~er—honor to introduce the orator, whose name ia 
known from—er—from ocean to ocean—that is to gay, it is 
a household word Mr.—Mr.— Mr. — ‘My name's Inger- 
soll,’ prompted the colonel, realizing that in the mayor's 
confusion the household word had vanished from his mem- 
ory. The house roared, of course. After that Ingersoll 
put his foot down on public ‘ introductions’ of any descrip. 


tion.” 
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FEBRUARY 7, 1891. 


Zetters fram Sriends. 


DELTA, Cor., Jan. 12, 1891. . 

Mz. EDITOR: Taz TRUTH SxrkxR is a paper that I could 

not do without. The church has a greater foothold here 

than the Liberals, but Mr. C. B. Reynolds brightened some 

of their sluggish minds. Our cause is a grand one, so let us 
work for it. ANDREW C. JENSEN. 


Newark VALLEY, Jan. 19, 1891. 
Mn. EDITOR: Skeptics and Freethinkers bear the same re- 
lation to Christianity that detectivs do to crime. 
The following I consider nature’s axiom: Space, sub- 
stance, duration, and law, are coexistent, coextensiv, and 
inseparable. They are eternal. E. W. COUNOILMAN. 


l Iowa Crry, Ia., Jan. 15, 1891. 
Mx. Epitor: I am, as you know, an old subscriber to our 
dear old TRUTEH Srexer, and expect to be so as long as I am 
able to pay for my ticket. It affords me comfort and pleas. 
ure to read your editorials, as well as those grand contribu- 
tions from its friends and readers. And allow me to offer to 
one and all of them my profound gratitude, Brother Heston 

included. Yours for truth and right, J. J. DIETZ. 


ToPEKA, Kan., Jan. 15, 1891. 
MR. Enitor: I sent a telegram this afternoon to say that 
Judge Phillips had rendered decision by sentencing me to 
one year in the penitentiary for mailing the O'Neil letter. 
Three counts—four months on each count. No opportunity 
was granted me to say a word for myself, and acting on ad- 
vice, I did not ask leave to do so. We are taking steps for 
writ of error or appeal to Caldwell's court. Iam out on my 

own recognizance. Will write more soon. M. H. 


NaPrzs, N. Y., Jan. 17, 1891. 
Mr. Eprron: I wish I could send you some new subscrib- 
ers, I think if more would read the paper the community 
would be better for it. I hav read your paper with a great 
deal of interest, and especially Mr. Peck's articles, as I hav 
known him all my life, and know the respect felt for him in 
this community. He is an old pioneer in the cause, and his 
hard study and labors for the truth hav been appreciated, 
and are beneficial to us all. With best wishes to your paper 

and cartoons, Truly yours, G. H. WE ts. 


Port AnGELES, Wasa., Jan. 15, 1891. 

Mr. Epitor: I send you to-day a petition to keep the 
Chicago Fair open on Sunday. It contains about three hun- 
dred and eighty names. Iam sure I could get many more if 
I could spare the time. I got a thousand circulars printed 
at the Freethought office and hav distributed seven hundred 
of them here. I will send you one. 

There is no snow here. The ground is not frozen, and 
flowers are in bloom out of doors. Houses ara being built, 
streets being graded, and work is also being done for water- 
works and electric lights. FRANK MORSE. 


Quinoy, O., Jan. 7, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: You will find inclosed $7, for renewal and 
two new subscribers. We hav quite a variety of brands of 
religion, all more or less jealous of one another, and at the 
same time nearly all working into the hands of Catholicism. 
I look upon Catholicism as one of the darkest-laid schemes 
ever instituted by man, working twenty-four hours every 
day, with but one object in view, and that almost in their 
grasp. When I think of the ignorant thousands that are 
landed upon our shores, I am almost ready to say, Good-bye, 

land of the free and home of the brave. J. M. Purnam. 


STEUBENVILLE, O., Jan. 21, 1891. 

MR. Enitor: In Taz TRUTEH SEEKER of Jan. 3, 1891, Wm. 
Ulrich mentions a point he says he would like to see met. 
It is a point I hav thought of often: If the people (the state) 
hav a right to make laws to command us what we shall learn 
(teach) in schools, hav they not also a right to command us 
to teach the Bible in the schools ? 

Now, in the first place, all those who advocate reading the 
Bible in the 8chools teach that the laws laid down in that 
book must be obeyed in preference to the laws of the st&te 
whenever they conflict, which is treason to the state. It is 
true that the Protestants do not make thisa part of their 
creed, because some of them see the inconsistency of autho- 
rizing treason to their own laws, but the Catholics make it a 
positiv law that the child must be taught that the state law 
must yield to the lawa of the church in all cases, and estab- 
lish parochial schools to teach this doctrin and to break 
down the public school system if possible. Now, it this can 
be tolerated, then treason to the state can be taught in our 
universities, and Anarchy in its worst forms would be the 
result. Therefore, I hold that to establish parochial schools 
is treason to the state, and reading the Bible the same thing 
in a less degree. Jno. DOWNES. 


STITZER, Wis., Jan. 12, 1891. 

Mz. Evrror: I hav passed through a very strange expe- 
rience, which has seriously afflicted me. Through deceptiv 
evidence I firmly believed I had made a valuable discovery 
in a mechanical arrangement of a power-generating machine. 
In passing through this experience, which has cost me $200, 
I was hypnotized to believe an absurdity. This demonstrates 
to me clearly and unmistakably the condition of a God- 
worshiper. He sees God in the clouds, and hears him in the 
wind. This is the condition of a hypnotized savage. How- 
ever fashionably he may be clothed, he is a savage in mind, 
go far as religious belief influences him. The savage can go 
on with the dance without any knowledge of scientific truth. 
But the civilized man without scientific knowledge does not 


exist. Therefore it is much easier to be a fashionable savage 
than it isto bea civilized man. Science is the mark of a 
civilized man, and witchcraft is the mark of a savage man. 
It is much the easier to educate the human mind in the be- 
lief of witchcraft, therefore it is expedient where the major- 
ity rules. The end justifies the means; this is the policy of 
the priest. The end is money and power. Truth and 
science hav no hand in the game. Let the hypnotizing God- 
worshiper step out of the light of science, as therein he is 
the enemy of mankind. Wu. A. GRISWOLD. 


Disco, M:0n., Jan. 20, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: I send you an advertisment clipped from 
Talmage’s paper, the Christian Herald, which some one 
sends me free. The advertisment has been running in the 
paper some time, and is as full of humor for me as anything 
they could publish in that paper. It certainly seems as if 
it was worthy of a notice in your columns. 
Respectfully yours, Feanor R. PAYNE. 


Cuvxgoa Wine, or absolutely pure unfermented GRAPR 
JuroEg (without addition or subtraction), BRook Lawn FARM 
BRAND. Nature's Greatest Delicacy. Givs life, vivacity, 
color. Is more nourishing than beef, Makes cheeks of vel- 
vet, muscles of iron. No table complete without it. Spuri- 
ous imitations hav compelled the adoption of the distinctiv 


title 
FORBIDDEN FRUIT 


which is our registered Trade Mark. Works, Brook Lawn 
Farm, Esopus-on-Hudson. Presses and casks the largest in 
the world. To be had in New York City at Hudnut’s, Cas- 
well, Massey & Co., Kneuper’s, Milhaus’ Sons, Acker, Merrill 
& Condit, ‘ackson & Co., Charles & Co., Schoonmaker, and 
others. Pts., $4; Qts., $7—per case ofidoz. Brook Lawn 
Farm Co., 101 Park Place, New York. 


OULLMAN, ALA., Jan. 19, 1891. 

Mn. Eprron: I hav been hard at work converting believers 
in Bible myths and hav thus far had success. I hav formed 
both friends and enemies by it. But my enemies can no 
more than kill me. If they do, they cannot eat me. I re- 
ceived a letter from Rev. Mr. Remsburg, stating he will stop 
over and giv us & Becular lecture. And I want Mr. Rems- 
burg to hit them hard—hit them right from the shoulder. I 
see where one of our lecturers had his own hotel bill to pay. 
We do not want it to occur to our man in such & way. But 
one thing I must say, and that is this: I read in the Jronclad 
Age that & pope, or some lunatic, i8 having cars built by the 
Pullman Car Company with pulpits in them, in order to 
move the church to suit the cash. My advice to him is to 
go in with C. W. Coup's great railroad show. Then they 
could keep up expenses. If one would not pay, the other 
would. One show is wax images and the other wax imagina- 
tions. I must say that the pope ought to pay double rates, 
because if a man is able to hav Pullman cars built in order 
to draw nickels and dimes out of the poor people he is able 
to furuish his own expense. 
Rolling Savings Bank, because all that he takes in will surely 
be saved, and saved beyond resurrection. Every church- 
member ought to think twice before letting the nickel fall, 
because, as in the Bible casting bread upon the waters it’s 
gone bread, so it is with every nickel they drop. 

I remain as ever, sincerely yours, Henry Bers. 


GRAND Rapips, Mios., Jan. 19, 1891. 

Mz. Eniror: I attended the church of Christ on Lyon 
street yesterday. The sacrament was administered after the 
services. To all appearances they hav a powerful church, 
for it was well filled. Before the taking of the bread and 
wine I think fully one-half of the people withdrew. To their 
honesty be it said, one-half of those that did remain did not 
partake of the bread and wine, myself being among them. 
Those that did partake were as honest as those that did not 
partake. Those who did should hav some knowledge out- 
side of themselvs—as all hav this knowledge equally alike, 
or God cannot be just. Any person having this knowledge 
will do the world a favor by making it known in some way, 
as this is an honest trial between the honest in the church 
and the honest outside the church. There is still another 
division to be made among the people that did partake. 
According to the Bible, Not everyone that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, but he that doeth, is the one.“ I claim to belong 
to this number. I could not get one in that congregation to 
recognize me. Why? Because I was denied the right to 
speak an honest truth in that church. I say we must de- 
mand the right to speak in these churches, as they belong 
to the whole people. If we cannot get this demand, let us 
tax them out of existence, and every other wrong with 
them, and let every honest person rule in their stead, which 
is all those that do right, which I think would be three- 
fourths of the people, and should be all, and will be when 
this dishonest practice is done away with. 

CHARLES BAOH. 


HARwIOEH, Mass., Jan. 15, 1891. 

Mr. Eprroz: Inclosed find $3 for THE TRUTH SEEK ER and 
twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL... Were I a man of leisure 
perhaps I could procure a new subscriber, but under present 
circumstances I despair of it. The illiberal Liberals in this 
town, of which there are many, take no interest in either 
Christianity or Liberalism now. But I do think if some 
good lecturer should stir us up we should hav a “ revival.” 
Christianity has been on the decline here for quite a while, 
theoretically, and Liberalism on the decline practically. 
I am very much pleased with Tar TRUTH SEEKER, but I hope 
the anti-Spiritualists will study discretion in their contribu- 
tions against Spiritualism. Spiritualists are with us, and 
hav done much in pulling down the strongholds of supersti- 
tion. People love money, and it is but natural that they 
should be mean in palming off their frauds as genuin phe- 


We will name those cars the. 


nomena. Perhaps I may be thought to be a Spiritualist. I 
wish I had evidence enough to fully believe it; I would not 
be ashamed at all to tell of it. This one thing I do know: 
that we are spirits now. The only question with me is 
whether we preserve or continue our identity. And this 
question I would ask, Would it be any more phenomenal or 
wonderful that we continue to be spirits than that we are 
spirits now? Who knows? On the Whole, I do not think 
it worth while to be very clamorous against the idea of 
Spiritualism when we are in danger of being swamped by 
the demon of Christianity that threatens destruction of the 
country and is licking its chops of intolerance in anticipation 
of blood. 

Iam perusing a book entitled, Notes on Ingersoll,” by 
Rev. L. A. Lambert—a cunning manipulator of words, who 
has memorized some of science, I should judge; but his 
greatest effort seems to be in trying to belittle Ingersoll. 

With best wishes for the cause of truth, etc., 

. B. F. ROBBINS. 


— r - 


Los Anerres, CAl., Jan. 16, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrox: Having been converted to Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER doctrin some two years since, and still holding on, 
I thought I would like to tell the readers of the letter column 
about the case of a boy whom I went to see yesterday, liv- 
ing in Passadena, a beautiful suburb of this city. His name 
is Johnnie Strang. About ten days ago he broke his arm, 
and is still kept by his fanatical parents without medical 
attendance, the bone remaining unset and the arm frightfully 
swollen. The parents cry mightily to the Lord night and 
day, and pointing out the fact of their great faith, ask that 
the arm may be healed. But so far the mighty God remains 
apparently deaf and there comes but the echo of their own . 
wailing cry.” And still the united efforts of their neighbors, 
police, and officers of the Humane Society, hav failed to 
induce the deluded wretches who call themselvs parents to 
allow their.own son to secure such attention as may save his 
arm, and it is apparent that this will be another addition to 
the already long list of men and women who hav been crip- 
pled and ruined for life by superstition. I believe these 
parents to be responsible, and hope they will be severely 
punished by the law to prevent cruelty to children. The re- 
sult will probably be that this boy of eleven, who now de- 
clares his belief that God will heal him in his own good 
time, will liv to curse not only the God he now believes in 
but his misguided parents also, and, being quite intelligent, 
will perhaps one day become a powerful Secularist. 

By the way, I hav been ten months in this city and cannot 
discover whether or not there isa Secular Union here. If 
there is, will some of the members please advertise it in the 
Times?’ And if not, I mean to start an organization myself. 

E MADAM HERMANN. 


PooaTELLO, Ip4., Jan. 21, 1891. 

Mx. Eprrok: I hav read Brother Jno. W. Abbot's article 
in Tug TRUTH SEEKER of January 17th, in regard to the Farm- 
erg’ Alliance and Liberalism, with much interest. My opin- 
ion is that it is a great pity that such a grand party should 
start with a God as rightful sovereign of nations, from whom 
all just government is derived and to whom all human en- 
actments ought to conform. They had better all join the 
Mormons. If we hav got to be subject to a God it must be 
the biblical God, and I know of no other church that comes 
as near living up to that God’s commands as the Mormon 
church. From what little experience I hav had in this 
world, the people hav come pretty near ruling this world 
without any interference from God. We as a laboring class 
hav been depending on that powerful God too much and too 
long for our own good and comfort, and allowed the sharper 
to gain the inside track on us. I hav been identified with 
the labor cause for years, and I hav found that it really is 
the Liberals that do the biggest part of the work. The ones 
that put their burdens on God to carry generally hav to go 
to church or Sunday-school when they should attend a labor 
meeting. We hav our hands full in fighting for our rights 
from the earthly money-gods; let us not hav anymore. Do 
to others a8 you would they should do unto you, and God 
would be worse than a brute if that would not satisfy him. 

I am under obligation to Brother N. 8. Johnson, Sioux 
Falls, 8. D.,for books printed in the Danish language. 
Brother Johnson is a good writer. I hav read his book en. 
titled, “ Is the Bible the Word of God?“ with much interest, 
and would recommend it to all Scandinavians who cannot 
read English. The cost of the book bound is $1. **'The 
Priest and the Freethinker ” is also worthy of mention, and 
reads like a novel from first to last. It has nearlya hundred 
pages, is bound in paper, and sells for twenty-five cents. 

I hav the promis of a new subscriber to Taz TRUTA 
SEEKER, and hope the others. will also get one each. 

O. PAULSEN. 


BrEATHEDSVILLE, Mo., Jan. 22, 1891. 

Mz. Epnirog: To let you know that I am in full accord 
with you, and the noble cause THE TRUTH BEEKER repre. 
sents, I herewith inclose $7.10 for the Freethinkerg' Picto- 
rial Text-Book ” and other books as mentioned. This is all 
for my individual use, although my eyesight is still poor so 
that my family has to do the reading for me; but as they 
all enjoy it, it is no hard task forthem. I think the cause 
is gaining ground, though I could not find a new subscriber 
this time, owing to the influence of public sentiment, which 
makes persons fear persecution. And let me say right here 
that a person who has any dark spots on his past record does 
well to go slow in this cause of Liberalism, because we do 
not propose to be responsible for them, or cover them up 
for them by any wiping-out process, further than living a 
truer and better life in the future. It won’t do for a father 
and mother who hava son in the penitentiary truly and justly 
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convicted of a serious crime, and whose other children are ons, poorhouses, and insane asylums. The question is often | the invisible police of all tyrannies, seems to be the god they 
not much better by common consent, to advocate our cause ; | asked of me, What would we be without the church infiu- | serve, the only law they heed. While thie holds their feet 


' while they cannot only advocate the church doctrin, but | ence and the Sunday-schools? My answer is, What are we 
join the church and get help and praise for it, as being still | with all of these religious creeds? Let us look right here at 
much better than the honest outsider. We can expect only | the facts in the state of Michigan, and what is true of our 
honest. men and women to join our ranks and remain with | state is a fair state of facts in all other places. In 1840 the 
us; because we hav no dishonest inducements to hold out to population of Michigan was a little over two hundred thou- 
them, such as forgiving debts without paying dollar for dol- sand, and in Jackson state prison there were twenty-five con- 
lar in hard cash, and making the best persons out of them | victs. In 1890 the census givs usa little over two million 
after they hav committed every crime in the dark calendar | of people. Mathematics never lie, and these figures show 
and must end their lives in open air suspended from the | that our population has increased ninety per cent, by allow- 
hangman’s platform. We can only say, Be true and just, J ing two hundred thousand in 1840 and two million in 1890. 
for the sake of truthand justice, and be honest, moral, and | In 1890 we had eight hundred convicts in our prison, which 
virtuous for the sake of honesty, morality, and virtue, and | is an increase of 968, seventy-five per cent; and what is 
these noble qualities, prized by all, will make you useful | more striking, the churches hav increased in the same ratio 
men and women in every community, admired by all. | that the criminals hav multiplied. It is stated that liquor 
Therefore, as most men and women hav been so raised as | destroys sixty thousand persons every year, and I will inform 
to rely on a wiping-out process, and now need such a process | Our Liberal friend that liquor never killed a man worthy to 
very much to make themselvs respectable, they take a short | liv, and its ravages are strictly confined to those who claim 
cut to the church and hav it done for them rather than sub- | to be the followers of the lowly Jesus. It seems to me that 
scribe for a journal tbat honestly tells them they, and they the saloon is one of nature’s weapons to wipe out the 
only, can make themselvs better by proper lives in the future, | churches that curse our fair land at this date, and no Liberal 
while their past history remains as they made it. Yes, every | should try to stop nature’s work. When a man has brains 
rascal is interested in having people believe in the wiping- | euough to throw off the church yoke, whisky will do him no 
out process, and therefore is a Christian naturally; because | harm, as he will handle it with care or let it alone. When 
the church proposes to do this dishonest act of excusing | one of these Christians is caught breaking the laws, they 
people from all wrong done to others without making it | cry, Whisky did it, when in fact it had no more to do with 
right. Joun M. Grom. the crime thau the beefsteak the culprit ate for breakfast. 
; ' | It is claimed that women and children suffer because of the 

liquor traffic. I will admit this to be true. But when the 
steamer Lady Elgin sunk on Lake Michigan in 1860 two 


New CAMBR, KAN., Jan. 19, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: I think a good plan for Liberals to adopt is 
to make up their minds during the time intervening between 
political campaigns just how much religious encroachments 
they will put up with in the party to which they expect to 
belong. It is best to decide while no campaign is on; then 
you know you hav arrived at your conclusion coolly and de. 
liberately. A man has no sense in the excitement of a polit- 
ical campaign. He is ruléd by prejudice, hatred, and ani- 

mosity, and never allows his reasoning faculties to assert 

themselvs, which all Liberals claim to be governed by. 80 

it is better to settle a few preliminaries in your own mind 

while left entirely to yourself. 

Now let us see if a Liberal can be satisfied with the preaent 
administration from a Liberal standpoint. Under the Com- 
stock, Harrison, and Wanamaker régime, it simply places all 
reform literature at their mercy. Just a short time ago 
Wanamaker attempted to suppress a Grange paper known 
as the National Farm and Fireside, published at Washing- 
ton, D. C. What for? For advocating the pure lard and 
pure food bills, which if passed would alienate some very 
rich capitalists from the Republican party. Let this be 
taken in connection with the Force bill which President Har- 
rison is so anxious to hav passed. And besides, I can con- 
viet him of a usurping spirit, for I heard him say in a 
speech in Canton, Ill., in the campaign of 1876, that if Til. 
den was elected he would not be allowed to take his seat. 
Is it not plain that the Republican party seeks to perpetuate 

itself in power? And hav you not also noticed that Com- 
stock and his gang made very few arrests during Cleveland's 
administration? Does this not go to show that Comstock, 
with his modern Inquisition, is altogether more activ under 
8 Republican administration? And has not Comstock given 
the thumb-screw one more twist since the- grand old party” 
has been reinstated, by passing a law that belongs to Russia's 
form of government, by empowering “ Holy John" or any 
of his successors to suppress anything that he in his holy 
and infallible judgment sees fit? With Reid, Heywood, and 
Harman suffering at their hands, with whole editions or is- 
sues of their paper suppressed, can you not see the- hand- 
writing on the wall?” The Republican party passed all the 
laws by which these bigots act, therefore are wholly to blame 
for the reéstablishment of the Inquisition, and if they keep 
on retrograding at the rate they hav begun they will out- 
strip Torquemada in a very short time. Tyranny is like the 
slimy serpent; it gradually but surely embraces you in its 
coils. It gets you to help it to creep in upon your liberties 
one by one until it holds you fast, as the serpent does the 
bird it charms? I hav not voted for either one of the old 
parties since 1884, but what if I had?—what has that got 
to do with it? The question is, Hav I told the truth? 
While the Catholics hav filched from the public. treasures 
through the Democratic party, I challenge anyone to show 
where they hav even attempted to hav a law passed through 
that party to deny anyone his liberties. 

Now, I do not believe I am the only one that has noticed 
how things are drifting. There hav been various reasons ag- 
signed why the administration was so woefully defeated in 
the recent election, but I sincerely believe that when Lib- 
erals saw how Reid, Harman, and Heywood were treated it 
opened their eyes to the danger ahead, and I think this is 
at least one of the causes for such a Waterloo. 

In closing, I want to say the present administration has 
established a dangerous precedent when it has given the post- 
master. general the power it has. Does it not look as though 
‘* Infidel literature is in a fair way to be stamped out?” 

Jons W. AssoTr. 


twenty minutes. 


tones, Obey my laws or be punished. She has no tears, 


cape, and all Liberals admit it. 
drop the most potent weapon we hav to fight the church fol. 
lowers with. . W. E. LEONARD. 


VINELAND, N. J., Jan. 12, 291 4.8. 


manifest in practice. 


and final regret. 
draws from and weakens all other parts. 


for wise purposes in ripe, discerning years. 


form a mutually upholding auxiliary. 


it, the lyceum, club, or mission should. On equipping Mrs. 
Chandler for a moral educator I bespoke special attention to 
the young, but their educator seems not yet to be educated. 
What is plainly first and most needed is poised womanhood. 
Sickness, long labor with little strength, ceaseless failure, 
loss of beauty, of zest in action, do not call women to a strike 
for true life; and what shall arouse them from the stupor of 
submission to various sordid and betraying tyrannies which 
hav deluded their reasons and dictated their doings till very 
few of them know what is really womanly, what is manly, 
what is duty to self, posterity, or collectiv races? Ostracism, 


' Port Huron, Mios., Jan. 21, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrok: I see in your paper that some of the Liberals 
are advocating the course of the Prohibition church people, 
which seems to me inconsistent in all those who want to see 
the time come when the false doctrin of the fanatics has 
passed away, never to return again. Alcohol is the only 
Weapon that a Liberal has to defend himself from the attacks 
Of sky-pilots and their followers. These deluded people 
claim that their churches make people better, while statistics 
show beyond any doubt that Christianity fills the jails, pris- 


à 


hundred and fifty women and children were destroyed in 
This was the water traffic. Nature is 
cruel to our understanding because she says in thunder 


affection, or sympathy, and the religious creeds taught in the 
country cause all the woes which afilict the human race to. 
day. Abolish the church and the occupation of. the saloon 
men is gone forever. It will only be a question of time 
when the taxpayer wil not be able to feed the horde that 
the church breeds, and as self.preservation is the first law of 
nature, the church hypocrits will be slaughtered without 
mercy. Let the whisky kill off five hundred thousand a 
year, and the honest Liberals will not be taxed to support 
the offspring of church hypocrits. Ig our Liberal friend 
aware that whisky kills off one-half of the Catholic priests 
in this country? No Liberal will ever suffer from the liquor 
traffic, and as the church pays no taxes, the revenue derived 
from its sales is partially made up by the tax on liquor which 
they consume. The church teaches that a man can escape 
all the penalties of his wrong-doing, while the Liberals 
maintain that everyone has to answer for himself, no repent- 
ance, and the penalty is in proportion to the crime he has 
committed. This is according to the law of nature, no es- 
Therefore it is unwise to 


Mr. Eprror: In Tox Trure SRERKAR of the 10th inst., 
under the head of “Relations of the Sexes in the Age of 
Reason," George Wilson's comments strike me as so pro- 
found and practical that a responsiv echo presses for con- 
veyance. I think investigation that rightly weighs causes, 
notes results, and forecasts conditions that would accrue in 
a passably sustained monogamic system, would accredit his 
conclusions as philosophic. An age of reason or of any high 
at'ribute must be ushered in by evolutionary operations 
through numbers with beneficent intentions until populations 
are so imbued with sentiment and belief that conviction is 
The evolution of monogamic suitage 
(a word to supersede marriage) has already proved practical 
in theory, nearly the world over. Its favorably acknowl- 
edged results on general character impel even varietists (it 
now appears) to forbid open plural practice, though claimed 
as an enactment of religious conscience by Bible saints. 
Influences of dual unions where known to prevail are de. 
cidedly more conduciv of happy order, physical health, in- 
tegral balance of cerebral functions, hence of mental pur- 
suits and worthy enterprise, than infiuences of secret plural- 
ity. And they do not imply lifelong, unloved servitude. 
The hypocrisy system makes varietists who want no divorce, 
but fixed home-slaves, while they dissipate to their own loss 
Any part of the organism used excessivly 
Now, as we are 
seeking the reason and justice age, educational methods 
should be constituted to serve that end. The young and the 
ignorant adults of both sexes should be endowed with full 
knowledge of their social natures, with discrimination be- 
tween uses and abuses that would giv them nice care and 
pride in conserving nervous, muscular, and brain powers 
Mr. Wilson is 
right—boys can be taught to aspire to rounded, beautiful 
forms, to understand life’s laws, and prefer healthy pleasures 
and chastity’s rewards. Girls simultaneously taught would 
This line of culture 
should be indispensable. If common schools cannot supply 


in superstitious mire, their heads in a dense popular haze, 
what unfound power can clear their vision and convince 
them that they will be every way brighter, stronger, happier, 
and hav ability to rightly guide the rising generation, if they 
will rebel against that vicious control, defy its scarecrow 
scandal, and guide themselvs, or be guided, into a rational 
course of wholesome humanhood? This done and the Gor- 
dian knot of degradation is severed, the riddle of revolting 
depravities is solved, parentage may be purged till pure hered- 
ity honors humanity. .If women will be free from petty, 
pueril, and infamous frauds, become self-reliant, there will 
be no need of great movements for suffrage, temperance, 
and morality. They will settle the question of social rela- 
tions; will not admit partial standards of honor that make 
them outcasts for that which makes men experts—not just 
that either, but for the first beguiled step toward men’s 
skilled experiences. They will not suffer the trials of prom- 
iscuity; and while hygiene is helping all, and sanitation 
is regulating general excess, men will see clearer, compre- 
hend women better, and accept the enjoyment of higher grado 
happiness. Exceptions to the order on both sides will needs 
be limited to the degree of balance found in their mutuality, 
and all will know they are working out their long-sought 
liberty. 

If this hasty, forward-looking fragment does not accu- 
rately hint on all points, it is nevertheless not mainly a dream. 

M. E. TILLOTSON. 


NxEoLA, Ia., Jan. 24, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: I hate to take up the space in your columns 
with such feeble and uninteresting matter as Iam able to 
giy, but I want to reply to Friend B., of Fort Worth, Tex., 
in the January 17th number. Now, as regards the number of 
inhabitants in 1890 compared with 1880, we are governed by 
the state enumeration, which is much less in 1890 than in 
1880 in Iowa. In Kansas I did not say there were less, tak- 
ing the state in whole, but less with the exception of a few of 
the large cities. I find in traveling through the state nearly 
all the small towns are lots of vacant buildings. Towns that 
had four thousand inhabitants four years ago hav now only two 
thousand, and so on. If I am credibly informed, hundreds 
of emigrants at Castle Garden hav been steered away from 
Iowa and Kansas to different parts of the states just on the 
grounds of Prohibition. Now, whether this is true or not as 
regards the population, it is no argument for Liberals in sup- 
port of Prohibition either way. We as Liberals should not 
argue any subject from a financial standpoint. It is the 
justice of the thing. Hav we any right to claim Liberality 
as long as we try to infringe upon the liberty of others? 
Because it is wrong to indulge in liquor as a beverage, which 
T believe as firmly as anyone, I do not propose to say, You 
shall not. There are lots of indulgences which are wrong 
that it would be unjust to prohibit. If I had the power to 
prohibit all injurious indulgences at one atroke, I would be 
a tyrant if I usurped that power. That is too much like the 
practice of the churches. They want to dictate to everyone. 
We as Liberals should cease using forcible measures. Love 
and reason are all we would need if it was not for our pro- 
tection against those that choose to rule over us by force. 
If we were all true Liberals we could do away with all laws 
to punish crime and also with all laws to force the col- 
lection of debts. Friend B. says that we do not make 
fire-arms to kill each other and commit suicide. If that ig 
80, what are revolvers made for, which are fast coming into 
general use in all our large cities? There are more people 
killed by revolvers than by liquor, but not one word do I 
hear in favor of doing away with the manufacturing of them. 
B. also says they do not try to prohibit the manufacture of 
alcohol for scientific and medical purposes. Then I do not 
understand the law, for in Iowa it is a perfect success as re- 
gards the manufacturing. B. saysalso, What a happy town 
Neola must be with free whisky! I can tell you for a fact, 
it is a great deal happier than it was when the Prohibition- 
ists tried to enforce the law. There is not the contention 
and enmity of feeling existing in the community; and no 
more drunkenness; no more whisky sold, but more beer, 
and not near the county expense. As I said in my other let. 
ter, this is nota free country as long as any man is prohib- 
ited from making and selling any article that the people de- 
mand. B. said that resembles Anarchy. If so, I am an 
Anarchist. But I am not a drunkard, nor am I a frequenter 
of saloons, nor do I keep it in the house. But when my 
wife wants a little to make mince pies I do not like to hav 
to be put under & Christian oath.and undergo a surgical 
operation and then pay two or three prices for it. I do not 
use tobacco at all, and am very temperate in the use of tea 
or coffee. But I wil never vote to make a law to compel 
any man to refrain from the use of any luxury he sees fit to 
indulge in; and to be plain, I do not think any man has any 
claim to be Liberal that wil. B. says further, that if some 
of the people hav left the state because they could not get 
enough whisky and beer he conjectures that those that are 
left wil not much regret their absence. It is with that the 
same as it is with the Sunday laws. It is not always those 
that want to work on Sunday, or those that want their liquor, 
that oppose the law; the most it is the principle of the thing 
that makes it repulsiv to every liberty-loving man. And it 
does astonish me to hear those that profess to be Liberal ad. 
vocating any measure that had its origin in schemes of the 
priesthood and was got up for the sole purpose of giving 
them more power. Prohibition had its origin in the Method- 
ist church for the sole purpose of establishing a third polit- 
ical party on the basis of religion. They saw that they 
were fast losing their power in the legislature. But with 
Harrison and Wanamaker they are pretty likely to enforce 
the Comstock law at least. D. W. WniTNEY. 


92 


IHE TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 7, 1891. 


(Continued from page. 85.) 

Ireland. The bounty of £6 108. enabled him to dis- 
charge his debts. Thus, says an English biographer, 
Adolphe Headingley, “ he left the circle in which he 
had struggled so arduously, after paying every debt 
he owed, his mind a little embittered by the failure 
of his endeavors, but strong in the consciousness of 
his own fearless honesty of purpose, satisfied that no 
dread of loss, of poverty, of hardship, had ever made 
him deny any of his opinions. He might be mistaken ; 
his lectures, his doctrins, might. prove injurious to 
himself and the community at large; but in any case 
he had always fought for what he believed to ba right 
and true. He was not guilty of ‘trimming’ to meet 
the exigencies of his position ; he could not be sus- 
pected of hypocrisy. All he had done was diamet- 
rically opposed to his material interests ; and if he 
had failed to earn his living, it was because he had 
devoted himself too much to publie work which he 
conceived to be for the publie good.” His fellow- 
recruits, who were coarse and violent fellows, on the 
voyage over broke into his baggage, and on finding 
a Greek lexicon and Arabic vocabulary fell to a wild 
game of football with those volumes, from which 
their owner received but their fragments. Ridicule 
was poured on the scholar, so diverse in character 
from his comrades ; but their contempt was in great 
measure dissipated when, at an attempt of the captain 
to wrong the soldiers, Bradlaugh stood forward as 
spokesman for the injured with a fearlessness and 
vigor that carried success and challenged respect. 
The whipping of one of his teasers finished the dis- 
persion of their slight opinion, and he became s 
favorit. Leaves” was the friendly nickname given 
him, from the double reason that he was perpetually 
poring over books and adhered to the drink prepared 
from tea leaves as his sole beverage. As he became 
a teetotaler at the same time he became an Atheist, 
he described that passage in his life as “ giving up 
both beer and the Bible.” He continued a teetotaler 
till in later life he was commanded urgently by a 
pbysician to imbibe weak claret. He often 
haranged his fellows on temperance, and spoke on 
the subject at public meetings in the vicinity. Oa 
the nights when he was denied leave to go to 
the meetings he was let down from windows 
by means of blankets in the hands cf the 
soldiers, and the arrest which awaited his 
return he patiently endured in preference to the 
loss of an opportunity to denounce intemperance. 
He could not convert all his companions to com. 
plete Freethought, but improved some overween- 
ing and discourteous passages in a sermon at the 
church to which the regiment was marched Sundays, 
to administer to the pastor such a rebuke as all his 
presumptuous brothers need. He wrote to the 
preacher a letter requesting substantiation of his 
errant assertions, and the next Sunday waited with 
his comrades the uncourteous retort to be expected, 
at the first word of which three hundred dragoons 
uabuckled their swords and let them fall with a clang 
that disconcerted and threw out the impertinent 
censurer. Bradlaugh was summoned to account, 
but the arrival of the duke of Cambridge for a grand 
review occasioned 8 diversion, and the young Anti- 
christian escaped what might hav been a serious 
sequel. A small legacy soon enabled him to buy a 
discharge, which was given with the highest com- 
mendations. 

Returning to London, Bradlaugh had difficulty in 
obtaining work, finally becoming errand-boy for a 
solicitor at ten shillings a week. This employment 
was fortunate as supplying the legal information with 
which he fought his way through after life against 
the opposition of all the established and conservativ 
interests of the kingdom. With unweariable dili- 
gence the young man now engaged night-work as 
clerk to a building society, began the writing of re- 
form pamphlets, snd entered upon the delivery of 
numerous lectures. In 1854 he married the 
daughter of Mr. Hooper, a working plasterer, who 
had admired the speaking of his future son-in-law, 
and who lived to hai! with joy his entrance to Parlia. 
ment. Obristians unsuccessfully essayed to destroy 
his prosperity by anonymous letters to his employer 
denouncing his religious opinions. 

The course of the young man was singularly noble 
and undesigning. The Secular party which is now 
go powerful in England then had scarcely an existence. 
The Secular cause was the last fo promis political or 
other hope to an aspiring young man. But Brad- 
laugh, without the slightest consulting of his own 


interests, threw all that he possessed of time, means, 


and credit into the cause that he deemed just. All his 
income above living expenses he sacrificed to the 
costs of lecturing, which were heavy in bill posting 
and traveling, or to the publication of reform pam- 
phlets. 

Bradlaugh now began to put in use the knowledge 
of common law, and particularly the knowledge of 
laws affecting rights of assembly, publication, and 
petition, which he had acquired. By this informa- 
tion he was in innumerable instances able to vindi- 
cate workingmen and political and Freethought prop- 
agandists in oppressions by the tyrannical classes. 
One of the first cases of this nature came about from 


an attempted revival, in June, 1855, of an ect of the 
time of Charles V. for ‘the suppression. of all trade 
on Sunday. The workingmen, obtaining their money 
Saturday night and finding little convenience for 
purchase otherwise than on Sunday morning—and 
desiring, too, to buy indulgent trifies for their chil- 
dren on the walks of their only holiday—were to be 
denied these liberties. All stores were to be closed, 
and shaving and newspaper sales stopped. Indig- 
nant workingmen were convoked to an open-air meet- 
ing in Hyde park to view the rich and respectable 
employing their horses and coachmen in drives, while 
the wagons of grocers’ delivery and the like were 
tied up that they might not desecrate the Sabbatb. 
A great multitude gathered, and hooted at the 
pleasure-drivers in alarming fashion. Next, postors 
and handbills were issued, of which this may serve 
as & sample: 

Hyde Park.—On Sunday the open air féte and monster 
concert, under the patronage of the Leave-us-Alone" Club, 
will be repeated on Sunday next. The private property 
(vide Inspector Bligh’s speech) will be open to the public on 
the occasion. Hot water for parties supplied by Lord 
Robert Grosvenor, who is in plenty of it. Dinners, pale 
ale, wines, and spirits of the choicest quality will be provided 
at the West Ead Clubs during the hours when the Li 
censed Victuslers’ houses are closed by law. Admission 


gratis to members of the legislature, the clergy, bishops, 
etc. i 


This piece of verse was also extensivly placarded: 


Sublime decree! by which, our souls to save, 
No Sunday tankards foam, no barbers shave; 
And chins unmown, and throats unslaked, display 
His lordship’s reverence for the Sabbath day ! 


The police commissioner forbid a repetition of .the 
meeting on the next Sunday. Bradlaugh and others 
maintained that the people had as much right to 
meet in Hyde park as aristocratic organizations like 
the Four-in-Hand Olub, and: resolved to push the 
project. The meeting was held; the police com- 
mitted outrages; riots ensued; and arrests were 
many. Bradlaugh came to the front in the assembly, 
though doing no violence; and at the trials he made 
commendable defense of the rights of the accused. 
This was the first in a series of struggles df the peo- 
ple to maintain their right to assemble in the parks. 
The rich can always hire halls for ventilation of their 
political interests, but the masses are often unable to 
do so, and if they were denied use of the parks many 
of their political grievances would pass unagitated 
and unredressed. “If the poor wish to make their 
voices heard,” says Headingley, “they must preserve 
the right of meeting in the parks.” This right Mr. 
W has ever been foremost in asserting for 
them. i 

In June, 1858, Bradlaugh held his first formal and 
publie theologieal debate, with Rev. Brewin Grant, 
BA. At about this time he edited a radical psper 
ealled the Investigator, which, however, failed in 
1859. In this year he entered into defense of Ed- 
ward Truelove for publishing the pamphlet, “Is 


Tyrannicide Justifisble?” Debates with clergymen. 


and other Obristian champions now grew thick upon 
him. The England of that period was not the Eng- 
land of to-day. Gross personal abuse and slander 
assailed him everywhere. A specimen of the pla- 
cards profusely issued against him, selected from the 
ludicrous in preference to the libelous class, is this: 

Grand discovery! To be seen to-morrow, Sunday, not one 
hundred miles from the Public Hall, a fine specimen of the 
gorilla tribe. standing seven feet six inches in hight. im- 
ported into England from Sheffield, the capital of the Holly- 
hock settlement, in the interior of Africa. and brought to 
this town for public exhibition by Mr. F. Greenfield. This 
gorilla is said to be one of the finest of its tribe. It presents 
a bold front, is impudent in its demeanor, and growls fear- 
fully at the approach of a debt collector, magistrate. or any 
government officer. Having been some time in England 
under an assumed name, it has acquired a smattering of the 
language, and will address visitors on the origin, progress. 
and future prospec’s of the gorilla tribe. As the animal 
will be properly secured, parties visiting need be in no appre- 
hension of danger. 

The town ornamented by this Christian argument 
was Dewsbury. At many places the lecturer was 
mobbed. Jeers and insults were his frequent recep- 
tion. Missils of about every description were ex- 
perienced by him. Water, lime, mud, stones, and 
brickbats were weapons of frequent employment. 
Often he got pressed into an angry Christian mob 
and struck and kicked. Several persons spat in 
his face. Howling hordes accompanied his prog- 
resses from depot to hall and hall to depot, or sur- 
rounded his hotel. Kill the Infidel!” Murder 
the Infidel!” were cries familiar to his ears. Often 
he had to remain in a hall long after the lecture was 
over, that the mob might disperse and it become safe 
for him to enter the street. 
would be smuggled out through cellars, back-ways, 
adjoining houses, eto. The clergy were the activ in- 
citers of most of these outrages. An extract from 
one of thé lecturer’s protests in the National Re- 
former reads thus: 

I may be wrong, but I shall never be convinced of my 
error by a mob of true believers yelling at mv heels like mad 
dogs, under the leadership of a pious rector’s trusty subor- 
dinate, or hammering at the door of my lecture-room under 
the direction of an infuriate church parson. I object that in 
the nineteenth century it is hardly to be tolerated that a 
bigot priest shall use his influence with the proprietor of the 


At other times he. 


‘hotel where I am staying, in order to get that devil kioked f 


out into the street” after half-past ten at night. 

hav also a word of advice to the mayor of Wigan, who ap- 
pears to be & respectable, red-faced, dumpty sort of shop- 
keeping person, and who, as I am credibly informed, used 
threats about stopping my.lectures by force of law. My 
advice to you, Mr. Mayor, is contained in one word—try. 

Sometimes the persecuted Secularist would face 
the mob dogging his steps and invite them to giv 
fair play and let two of their best men step forward 
to meet him. He was six feet in hight, big boned 
and. strongly built. No one ever accepted his chal- 
lenge. Several times he was arrested and locked up 
in a cell. Wherever the local bigots could, they 
would put on the authorities to stop his lecture; ` 
the police would lay rough hold on him; then if he 
opposed their violence he would be charged with 
resisting cfisers. Testimony of his friends would 
be rejected because of their being Atheists and in- 
competent of the oath. At Davenport, police inter- 
ruption of his lecture, with legal consequences as 
just described, drew from the press of the country 
auch utterances as this of Punch : 

[By the fact of] magistrates becoming judges of. contro- 
versy, and the policeman enforcing their decrees, the office: 
of the justice of the peace will become a holy office indeed, 
and the constabulary will rise into familiars of a British In- 
quisition. à 

Bradlaugh carried the Devenport case to a higher 
court, only to meet an adverse decision, and fall un- 
der heavy costs. 

At the rise of the struggle of the Italians to form 
a united and progressiv nation, free from papal tyr- 
anny and restraints, Bradlaugh manifested warm 
sympathy with the cause. He became a valued and 
helpful friend of the leaders, Garibaldi and Mazzini. 
On one of his frequent trips to Italy the police got 
wind of his having received & packet of political let- 
ters. His steamer tcuched at Civita Veccbis, and a 
boatload of papal gendarmes came on board. Elud- 
ing their endeavors to lure him from his boat, when 
he would hav been on Roman soil and under papal 
laws, he also refused the threatening demands for 
his papers which they next made. The papal police 
treated-his English passport with contempt, and 
prepared to break open his portmanteau. Brad- 
laugh drew a heavy naval revolver and aimed it at 
the nearest of the pope's soldiers, saying he would 
blow out the brains of the first one who approached 
the property. Probably they would hav rushed on 
him and carnage would hav ensued, when an Ameri- 
can who had looked on grew so delighted at ‘ the 
Britisher’s pluck” that he seized a chair, and, whirl- 
ing it about with terrific force, took a stand by Brad- 
laugh, crying, “I guess I'll stand by the Britisher !" 
The soldiers of the Papal States went ashore for re- 
inforcements or other instructions, and Bradleugh 
and the American induced the captain to steam off 
before the gendarmes’ return. 

. Bradlaugh soon besame involved in his first public 
struggle for the securing of the right of Atheists to 
testify. In a suit over & sum of money he was re- 
fused asa witness. Here be began that protracted 
fight for repeal of the unjust statute which he event- 
ually won, after great expenss to his own purse. 

The lawsuits in which Bradlaugh bore pari 
are not easy of enumeration. One of his first 
was against a Rev. Sydney Gedge, who had revived 
a legal privilege, dropped by his predecessor, of 
distraining for church rates. He seized the prop- 
erty of his poorest parishioners, even such trifling 
articles as warming-pans, pieces of bacon, and note- 
paper. Bradlaugh addressed him several letters in 
the National Reformer, one being in this amusing 
strain : 

Rev. Sir,--I congratulate you on your adherence to the 
Jewish and Christian principles. as especially advanced in 
your new attempt to spoil the Egyptians resident in your 
perish. I hav read with satisfaction your. notice threatening 
to enforce payment of your vicar rate. It is a fair evidence 
of the love you entertain for your flock. The more cash 
you can collect from them the less attractions will they find 
in the world and its vanities. . You are a good and 
faithful shepherd, doubtless, but you hav more regard for 
the wool than for the sheep, and hav an open eye to the 
shearing. 

The clergyman in anger slandered his rebuker, 
who then prosecuted him and wen the verdict. 

In 1863 Bradlaugh was compeiled by ill health to 
resign the editorship of the National Reformer, 
which he had founded at the fall of the Znvestigator. 
After a period of reat, however, he resumed it, and 
raised the paper to be one of the foremost organs of 
the world for the diffusion of Freethought and the 
defense of human rights. 

In 1866 the Reform League was forbidden to 
meet in Hyde park. Bredlaugh, to whose cherishing 
care and effort this great orgavization largely owes 
its early existence, held that it had a right to meet 
there. The people assembled, and, despite the resist- 
ance of the police, carried away the fence and en- 
tered. 

The cause of Ireland enlisted the sympathy of this 
great reformer, and he was of much service in the 
councils of its leaders, disoountenaneing violence, and 
procuring excision of Ostholic sentiments and 
schemes from its declarations and designs. 

When the National Reformer had been in exist- 
ence sight years the conservativ government party 
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attempted its suppression. The.statute 
under which this attempt was msde was 
an ancient one, very dangerous to all 
publications for the people that might 
be radical either in polities or in re- 
ligion. Bradlaugh for a long time 
maintained a gallant fight against the 
Crown. He twice secured the repeal of 
the menaéing statute by the Commons, 
but each time the action was rendered 
null by the dissent of the House of 
Lords. The prosecutors at length 
gave up the fight against Bradlaugh’s 
courage and power. “ Thus,” says an 
Eaglish writer, “the last shackles that 
limited the freedom of the Eoglish press 
bav been removed. . To Bradlaugh ap- 
pertains the honor of having fought the 
most recent battle in defense of a lib- 

. erby dear to the henrt of every Eng- 
lishman.“ 

It was at this time that Bradlaugh 
was invited to stand for Parliament. 
After several defeats by the combined 
forces of the pulpit and aristocratic 
privilege, he was elected, and since then 
has been repeatedly returned by the 
Same constituency. - 

The struggles of Bradlaugh to oc- 
supy his seat in Parliament though not 
recognizing the Christian oath, are re 
cent and well remembered, and do not 
meed recapitulation. It will be recol- 
lected that he was expelled from the 
JHouse by force several times, amid 
dreadful disturbances. ; 

The New Hall of Seience in London 
is & commodious structure that owes 
its erection to Bradlaueh's bounty and 
endeavors. To the large hali are at- 
tached a club and an institute and a 
minor hall. Lectures, science classes, 
and other excellent exercises are held 


here. 
About 1870 the pressure of Brad- 
laugh's debts, which he bad contracted 
iby his unending litigation for the gain- 
ing of the rights of the oppressed, be- 
„came such that he took a resolution 
which evinces the self-sacrificingness 
: and probity of his character. He broke 
up his home of wife and daughters and 
took lodgings for himself alone at 25 
Turner street, go poor that the rent was 
but three shillings and sixpence week. 
Here he lived for some time with his 
hooks and his work, writing, editing the 
National Reformer, answering lecture 
alls, and laying aside cent by cent to- 
ward the liquidation of all claims on 


im. 
In the contest between the French 
government aud the Commune Brad- 
laugh mediated for leniency to the 
Communists. 

Monarchy in Great Britain was the re- 
cipient of severe attacks from the sub- 
ject of this sketch. Throughout Eng- 
land and Scotland he lectured on the 
advisability of deposing the reigning 
family, and in his famous “Impeach- 
ment of the House of Brunswick” 


showed the justice of so doing. The 


extravagance of the royal family. he 
often denounced and resisted. His 
great ambition was fo republicanize 
England, and he probably would hay 
been its first president. 

Republicanism everywhere found 
Bradlaugh’s hearty support. At the 
time of the Oarlist disorders in Spain 
he visited that land in the cause of lib- 
erty, doing so at the risk of his life, 
and having adventures some amusing 
and some perilous. The wronged 
everywhere were championed by him. 
The nativa of India received such unre- 
mitting advocacy from him in Parlia- 
ment that he became known as “the 
Indian member.” At our civil war he 
-addresged audiences on the rightfulness 
of the federal cause and the evils of 
; Blaveholding. 

Laboring men found in this great 
Freethinker a warm friend of their 
cause. In Parliament he secured the 
establishment of a labor bureau, and 
many other measures in their favor. 
He made it a practice to giv legal and 
other advice free to all poor people who 
"would call. He was an opponent of 
‘Socialism, deeming it despotic and re- 
pressiv of talent. His tenets were re- 
‘publican and individualistic, leaning 
‘toward extreme liberty and Anarchy. 
He published many appeals for op- 


land.ownership. . 


TONS PNEU 
ay, 


pressed tenantry, and advocated com- 
plete change of the present system of 

Ia 1873 Bradlaugh paid America the 
first of three visits. He received 
honors from Wendell Phillips, Charles 
Sumner, William Lloyd Garrison, and 
others. The title under which the 
Herald announced his arrival was: 
“Caarles Bradlaugh, the future presi- 
dent of Eogland, at the Fifth Avenue 
Hotel" The Zribune concluded its 
account thus: “In a crisis the world 
would probably hear a great deal more 
of Onarles Bradlaugh. As Mirabeau 
observed of Robespierre, ‘This man 
will do something; he believes every 
word he says." 
ious influence spoke of him about in 
the tone of the Newark Morning Reg 
ister, who described him as a pestilent 
fellow,” who wished to hav “an unlim- 
ited number of heads, royal or semi- 
royal, elevated upon pikestaffs, or grin- 
ning from London Bridge.” The Con- 
gregationalist abused him bitterly. 
Clippings from his Antichristian works 
were sent the lecture bureau that em- 
ployed him, in hope that his dismissal 
would be effscted. 

In 1875 Bradlaugh and Mrs. Besant 
published the Malthusian work, Fruits 
of Pailosophy.” Prosecution for selling 
this treatis upon prevention of unde- 
sired children was at once started. The 


two reformers fought long, and event- 


ao conquered. The book is sold to- 
ay. 

Few men were more loved. It was 
his boast that he could summon an 
army of one million men to level West- 
minster at his command. His honesty 
and ability secured him an attentiv hear- 
ing in the House such as few enjoyed, 
and won the friendship even of his 
political opponents. I do not believe, 
a member who is also an editor recently 
wrote, that there is a more upright or 
more conscientious man alive to-day 
than Charles Bradlaugh. I hav often 
seen him take up a course which was 
directly opposed to his own interests, 
but I hav never seen him do any under- 
hand or unfair thing. His word is ab- 
solutely to be trusted. He cannot be 
cajoled or bullied into doing what he 
believes to be a dishonorable or even 
unfair act. He is perfectly candid, 
straightforward, and aboveboard in all 
his transactions.” 
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thoughtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoll. 
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By E. E. GUILD. 
Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 89 cents. 
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Modern Symposium. .. . . . . . . . 10 


See note at head of column. i 
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Of Roxbury, Mass, says 
My Medical Discovery seldom takes hold 
of two people alike! Why? Because no 
two people have the same weak 
spot. Beginning at the stomach it goes 
searching through the body for any hidden 
humor. Nine times out of ten, inward 
humor makes the weak spot. Perhaps 


way, N. Y. 


d 


opportunity. Geo. A. Scot! 


; CENTS WANTED citi saes SAMPIR FREE A rara 
| i t, 842 Broa 


a gland; the Medical Discovery slides it 
right along, and you find quiek happiness 
from the first bottle. Perhaps it’s a big sedi- | 
ment or open sore, well settled somewhere, 
ready to fight. The Medieal Discovery 
begins the fight, and you think it pretty 
hard, but soon you thank me for making 
something that has reached your weak spot. 
Write me if you want to know more about it. 


The Candle From Under the, 


| 


"n 


; et ii 
c, 


AT THINE OWN HOME. 

Send 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
] Specialist, for his Private Counselor ”—a valua- 
‘he book for oung and middle-aged men, suffer- 
cag from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
«wf youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
Bushel maurer years. It sets forth an External Appli- 
(M k iv. 21 A 4 de 577705 an it mattar not how 
ar : 0 ong standing, how hopeless ow many reme- 

( v, 21); or, d dies you bav used. e book is worth many 


1 - t , h i 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy : those Se and should pe im the nande of 
And fo: the Consideration of Others. 


dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and a generous Patron of the Freethought 
press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
his progressive and snecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Freethought, 


Insiruetive, Interesting, and Laughable. 
By WILLIAM HABT. 


Priee, - 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 


— Liberal Aerüngs. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. : 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Gor- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Loote 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
st, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7.30. Lecturer, debates, and discus- 
sions on all important secular subjects. . Pres- 
Meum HENRY Brrp; Secretary, Oona BELLE 
LAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 8 P. M., every 

Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat- 

form free. Charles Monholland, secretary, 248 

Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood stg., at 2:80 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. - 
Ablespeakersinterest the audience, N.B.—Tru 
Seeker publicationsalwayson handatcheap rates, 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGRTON, Seo. 


EHzur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal Subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SNEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. SMITH, Cor. Boc. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hal). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Morallsts, No, 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 

Moots every Sunday in the Liberal roading room 

hall at 2:30 p.m. All j'iberals are cordially in- 

F. V. DRAPEX, Cor. 


vited. 0. 
The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:80 P. M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Roome 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MAcoxBEB,Pres.: LEBOY BERRIES, Bec. 


Des Moines Secular Union 
Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, B.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 


Society 
Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock, A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to all. Beats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in the public 
‘school building in Port Angeles; Wash.  Lect- 
uxes, songe, and select roading, Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK Morse, Cor. Bec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parra 

Hall. Everybody invited. Mns. R. M. BERBA, 

Pres.: J. H. MoWrirLIAMB, Heo. Bec. 


The Walia Walla Liberal Club 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
all. Our motto, 
D. E. BICE, Proe8.; 
eo. 


greatest freedom accorded 
“ Universal Mental Liberty.” 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OnanLES SHEA, 


Portsmouth, O., Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7 p.m. in Grand Army 
Hall. Lectures, discussions, readings, poems. 
music and songs. A cordial invitation is extends 
to all; especially to friends from abroad. Corres- 
pondence solicited. J. L. TREUTHART, President. 
WILL S. Ax DES, Secretary. 


IRY-SQUARE: 


The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wige. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
olent narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold hia attention while the truth is being brought 


bis mind. : . 
x For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


96 THE TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 7, 1891. 


Porroavese republicans attempted to over- 
throw the monarchy, but failed from lack of 
concert. Oporto was the only place where 
the insurgents rose. A number on each side 
were killed or wounded. The government 
has closed all republican clubs and suppressed 
all republican papers. z 


Jes of the : Week. cos AND RELIGIONS WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS| a Gems of Thought. 


i i or mne AND REFORM e ; 
ANCIENT. AND MODERN TIMES Biographies of 300 of the snes o NER F 
Vol. I. Givsa Full Account of all the Gods, in- "Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of ' 


cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost heels of Thought, Ei zs of Saur not your doors to me proud libraries, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible.. | Now Bo eto. (who were 30 rA : For that: which was lacking on all your well- 
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BY D. M. BENNETT. THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., precedes knowledge, and a doctoral igno- 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. -~ 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. Tance that comes after it.— Montaigne. 


CARTHAGE, Ill., reports 


itself haunted by a ghost. 


SorgNoE itself is in 


travail. Assuredly some 


CARDINAL GIBBON is 


mighty new birth is at 


mentioned for the next 
pope. 


hand.— Lewes, 


TYNDALL, the eminent 


ExdLAxD will not be 


Freethinker and scien- 
tist, is dangerously ill 
from inflamed veins. 


habitable long unre- 
formed.— Carlyle. 


LEUTE 


On the assumption that 


Taux turning of the first 


the Bible is God's word, 


— 


the moral difficulties are 


spadeful of earth in work 


St 
Er 


for tbe World's Fair took 
place on the 27.h ult. 


Tux Atheistic political 
party in Belgium is 
working for universal 
mirage, against Catho- 
ca. 


A  oowBUMPTIV lady 
who was treated at Ber- 
lin with Koch’s remedy, 
has died of blood- 
poisoning. 


Tar belief that insan- 
ity is increasing is con- 
tradicted by the New 
York state commission, 
which says it is decreas- 
ing. i 


Cu ppewa Indians at 
the Red Lake reserva- 
tion, Minn., hav begun 
ghost-dancing, and 
whites ask protection. 


7 fmre = 


SS 
— 


a thousandfold more dif- 
ficult of explanation than 
all the scientific and his- 
torical ones put to- 
gether. We hava God 
who sanctions and givs 
encouragement to the 
most horrible of crimes; 
who promotes wars 
against inoffensiv and 
defenseless peoples; who 
favors slavery, smiles 
approval upon polyg- 
amy, and connives at 
atrocities the most ab- 
horrent and  revolting 
that we hav any record 
of in the history-of the 
world.—Arthur B. Moss. 
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Tue ,Pentateuch ig 
filled with anathemas, 
with curses, with words 
of vengeance, of jeal- 
ousy, of hatred, and 
brutality. By reason of 
these passages, millions 
of people hav plucked 


t Mort, e — — eT Res NN from their hearts the 
a., on the 27th ult., over " j flowers of pity and jus- 
one hundred miners were . NG SAUL'S SONS. tified the $ murder’ of 
suffocated or burnt to i b i sons Of Rizpag . . and the five sons of Michal. . And he delivered them women and the assassi- 
death by a gas explosion. into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them in the hill before the Lord. . And Rizpsh. . . suf. nation of babes.—Znger- 
1 7 me fered neither the birds of the air to rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the field by night.—2 Sam. xxi, 8-10. soll, : 5 
188 DREXEL, daugh- : Di 


ter of the late banker, ; 

will take her final religious vows on the 12:h, 
and dedicate her income of $500,000 a year 
to her order. 


WX. Winpom, secretary of the treasury, 
on the 29 h ult. died suddenly of heart dis- 
ease at a banquet at Delmonico’s, New York. 


A MAINE school committee ordered Bible- 
reading, and a Catholic pupil refused. She 
was expelled, and has lost a suit for damages 
in the supreme court. 


ING ALIS proposes a series of religious exer- | 
cises at the Columbian Exposition, partici- | 
pated in by the most eminent clergymen of 
all Christian countries. H 


By the taking up of the reapportionment ; 
bill in the Senate, the bill for federal electoral 
supervision has been displaced, and may not 
be revived, as the end of the session ap- 
proaches. 


AT Carbon Hill, Ala., white minerg are 
rioting and attempting to drive away colored 
colaborers. They hav shot eight or ten. 
Two regiments hav been sent there by the 
governor. 


A LAW to suppress drunkenness will be en- 
acted in Germany. The young emperor has 
long antagonized liquor. Drunkards will be 
fined or jailed, and saloonkeepers who en- 
courage inebriety will be fined or deprived of 
licenses. 


Every observer in our Indian country says 
that the Indian department and agents hav 
been flagrantly dishonest and vile, and hav 
swindled the savages and caused all the wars. 
The government will probably make a change 
now, 8nd may put the care of the Indians in 
military hands, each agency to be under a 
captain or other officer. 


AT the close of services at the Methodist 
Episcopal church of Wheeling, W. Va., on 
Toursday the 28th, Rev. Dr. Brown, who had 
been lamenting the slim attendance, was in- 
formed that a dance was in progress at the 
house of Salva Ford, à member of the church. 
The minister and two or three elders went to 
the house, forced their way in among the 
dancers, and opened a prayer- meeting, speed- 
ily 1 the floor and stampeding the 
band. , 


Tux organization of a Roman Catholic po- 
litical party in the United States, like that of 
Germany, is proposed. Among the objects 
will be resistance of the taxation of church 
property, the prohibition of parochial schools, 
the regulation of Catholic corporations on 
non-Catholic lines, and a hundred other 
schemes aimed at Catholics.” It is to hav 
counterparts in France, Italy, Austria, Hun. 
gary, Spain, Portugal, Mexico, and the South 
American republics. A deaf man,” says a 
Catholic spokesman, ‘‘can hear even now the 
tread of its disciplined voters marching.” 


; aaa 8 aoe things are subject 
y * 324 to law, from the raindrop to the loftiest con- 

IS I HIS YOUR NIIT MI LO RD ? Liberty 1n Literature ception of the human brain. There is no su- 
! i ' | pernatural irterference. Therefore, as there 

TNT are no miracles, there need be no prayer. 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, | %%. C. Adams. 
] Noge let man be, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER, : Rich in help and good. 


— Address at the Testimonial to Walt i For that alone 


x Distinguishes him 
“ The shame itself doth call for instant Whitman. . From all the beings 


remedy.” = Whom we know. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
— lished at this office. , eee RII 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on - 2 Aeg Alke mhe, penne 
Religion and Social Matters. GIR ARD S WILL And to the evil-doer ` 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. AND As 0 tho, best, gleam 


A NEW NOVEL, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 1 ö à 
. 98 Lafayette Place, New York. Girard Colleg 9 Theology. Under eternal, brazen, 
AN EXPOSÉ Mighty. laws 
Must we a 
Of the pervergion of Stephen Girard’smagnificent Our being’s - 
bequest to Philadelphia by th isti 
What Would Follow anet harchos and Young he Christian Circle complete. 
THE . Ohristian Associa- Man, and he alone, 
: 3 " s d t : 
Effacement of Christianity ? By Brox. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. Ae distinguishes 9ssible 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. Price $1. Address TRR TRUTH BEEXER. Chooses, and judges; 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. FANY POULTRY IO VAEIETIERER He to the moment can 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO., E G experience, Price List Free, Nocataloguc. Continuance lend. 
23 Lafayette Place, New York. JL MOCK 2408. HIGH ST. COLUMBUS 0. — Goethe, 


To the World's Columbian Exposition Commission : 

Learning that there is an organized movement among the more conservative church people—manipulated by a 
“ Sabbath ” organization—to induce your honorable body to close on Sundays the World’s Fair, to be held in 1893 in 
Chicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the public on 
each Sunday of ita continuance. We ask this for the following reasons : ; 

1. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 

2. That publie morality may be subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 
resort when no moral amusementa are available. 

9. Asa matter of justice also to the people of Chicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible, 
tens of thousands of whom can visit the Fair only on a general holiday; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 
the Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are entitled to great consideration at your hands. 

4, For the public good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 
do 80; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. This is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 

5. It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 

receipts. : 
3 To the objection that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 
would be exactly the opposite. The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the more noble and varied in 
its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change its character, the less denger there is that employers 
will ever have the power to transfer it from its present position to the days of toil. With choice of Sunday occupation 
restricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. 

7. Finally: Opening the World’s Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 
benefit the Fair itself, the people of Chicago, and the visitors to the Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 
individual education, public morality, and the development and good of the whole country. 
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diotes and Clippings. 


Tur Minneapolis people want to induce Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll and the Hon. Ignatius 
Donnelly to hav & joint debate about Shak- 
spere. 


Tux position which Bradlaugh had won 
for himself in parliamentary life in a few 
short years and the respect in which he was 
held by all parties is remarkable, and a 
strange contrast to the bitter persecution and 
calumny which he endured ten years ago. 
No private member of the House of Com. 
mong introduced and passed so many bills for 
the benefit of the public as he. It will be 
difficult to replace him.—Sun, 


To the parish priest at Cronstadt, Russia, 
is imputed the power of working miracles. 
So great is the faith in him, says a corre- 
spondent, that several timeg a week he is in- 
vited to Bt. Petersburgh for the purpose of 
praying with the sick. He never touches the 
patients or those for whom he is asked to 
pray, and he claims no power of his own to 
alter the course of nature. His service begins 
and ends in prayer. Marvelous are the sto- 
ries related of the results that hav followed 
his intercession. 


A vispaton from Lima, O., says: Joseph 
Steiner, a member of the Mennonite church, 
living near Bluffton, was sent to jail to-day 
by Judge Ritchie for contempt of court, 
through his refusal to serve as a grand juror 
on account of his religious creed. He ap- 
peared with a letter from his pastor explain- 
ing why he could not conscientiously perform 
the duties of a juror. The judge said he did 


a 


not think any religion taught a man to refuse 
to do his duty as a citizen and, after allowing 
Steiner plenty of time to reflect, sentenced 
him to pay a fine of $10 and serve ten days 
in jail. . 

In this midwinter of 1891 a mighty wind 
sprang up. It took the graceful finial of the 
Court street Baptist church spire, in Auburn, 
Me., and bent it over due south. There it 
was left, an awkward sight, giving the 
church a sort of tipsy appearance, suggesting 
that it had been on a spree, and that its finial 
was cocked over its left ear. Of course it 
made folks regretful. The church decided it 
unbecoming. It was decided to hav it fixed. 
The weeks passed and the wind shifted. The 
south wind saw the sight and regretted that 
so becoming an ornament should go out of 
shape. It evidently decided upon immediate 
repairs, and it puffed its cheeks and gave a 
mighty blow, so quietly and so to the exact 
limit that it blew the finial back to its direct 
perpendicular, and lo! in the morning and 
the evening of the same day the finial was as 
straight as a schoolmaster. People now 
crane their necks to look at it, and they say, 
** A miracle.” i 


Joan Swinton says: “I notice that Walt 
Whitman, the aged American rhapsodist, is 
again using his brain and pen, notwithstand- 
ing his paralysis of nearly twenty years, that 
was brought on by hisservicesin the military 
hospitals during the war. Those services 
hav recently been slighted, and that unfairly. 
I can testify that for at least three years he 
spent nearly his whole time day and night in 
waiting on the wounded soldiers in the hospi- 
tals around Washington. I often saw him 
there, and I must say that his devotion to his 


work was unsurpassable. I hav not yet for- 
gotten one of the nights in which I accom- 
panied him on his rounds through a hospital 
filled with those wounded young Ameri- 
cans" whose praise he afterward chanted. 
There was a triple line of cots, and every cot 
had its tenant. On every face, however wan, 
there was a smile of welcome when Whitman 
appeared, and his presence seemed to light up 
the ward. They called him, whispered to 
him, gazed at him, touched his hand, or em- 
braced him. He did things for them which 
doctor or nurse could not well do. Toone 
he gave a few words of cheer; for another he 
wrote a letter home; for another he would 
offer to go an errand; to others he would giv 
an orange, a pipe with tobacco, a few comfits, 
a postage stamp, or a sheet of paper with en- 
velope; to another he gave a manly farewell 
kiss. The lights had gleamed for hours in 
the hospital that night before he left it, and 
as he passed out of the door there were voices 
calling, ‘Walt! Walt! Come again!’ His 
little basket, which had been filled with all 
sorts of odds and ends for the stricken men, 
wasempty. Such services he rendered until 
the close of the war, when he was prostrated 
by hospital malaria. It is not necessary to 
admire Walt Whitman’s poetry, but every 
one who knew his work for the soldiers in 
the hospitals must praise it as warmly as 
Abraham Lincoln did.” 


A WRITER from the Sioux country on the 
subject of the medicin men, says: The 
queer resemblances between the Indians and 
those Hebrew bands of whose history the 
Old Testament is a record, hav often been 
pointed out, but the writer has never seen 
attention called to the similarity of certain of 


the Hebrew incidents to the common prac- 
tices of Indian medicin men. In their early 
history the Hebrew leaders were continually 
holding converse with the almighty. They 
went apart from their followers, up in mount- 
ains or in secret places, and talked with 
Jehovah. That is precisely what the medicin 
men do to-day, or pretend to do. Every man 
who knows the Indians knows that during 
all this messiah craze the medicin men of the 
various tribes hav with great formality pre- 
pared to talk with Gitche-Manitou, or what- 
ever they happen to call the good spirit. In 
some tribes they hav built little wick-i-ups of 
saplings and leaves, and hav gone into them 
and held conversations that were audible, 
though not intelligible, to the red men listen- 
ing outside. The savages hav heard the 
medicin man’s voice and then hav heard the 
voice of some other person replying to him 
in a jargon they could not unravel. In other 
tribes the medicin men hav merely reported 
having held such conversations, precisely as 
the Israelitish leaders did. It is not for us to 
say that the grounds for such reports of the 
words of the almighty were as slight in one 
case as the Other, but it is true that the In- 
dians hav believed that their priests hav 
really believed such conversation took place. 
Those who hav followed Sitting Bull's his- 
tory know that his tribe hav long been di- 
vided as to his power. One contingent has 
held that his medicin ’ is no good, by which 
they mean that if he ever had genuin power 
to converse with spirits that power has left 
him. This often happens. Medicin men hav 
their day and their decline, and he is a very 
sagacious Indian who can keep up aith in 
his ministrations for many years at a time or 
until he dies." 
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Communications. 


Cardinal Fallacies of Gnosticism. 


Like some bewildered slave that Mockery has throned and 
crowned. 

Inferences from the analyses of subjects extrinsic- 
ally simple and contemptible from familiarity, as 
well as the subjects themselvs, are difficult of present- 
ing in a manner not intimativ of the ridiculous. In 
exposing these fallacies in a simple, homelike way, 
without attempted style or diction—for the best of 
all reasons—or verbal mystifications, I ask the reader 
to eliminate as far as possible all tincture of prejudice 
in favor of ingrained ideas, and in tbat court of final 
appeal, the intellect sublime, impartially test the 
fundamental validity founding the arguments. My 
difficulty is to state a thesis so clear and simple that 

its meaning be unequivocal. And this, unlike the 
difficulty of the technologist struggling merely to 
render his idioms to current terms, is a transcending 
one; for not only does ambiguity lurk in verbal com- 
binations, but it is, that an individual word may— 
and does—symbolize different meanings to different 
minds. As for constructing a self-evident thesis, 
that indeed is an honor I shouid rather decline, if 
only for the reason—thougk there is a greater—that 
the question, Sel/ evident to whom ? js an irresistible 
one. I do not claim that words can exhaust the pos- 
sibilities of thought. I do not admit that thoughts 
may coextend the Zilimitable, the boundlessness of 
fact, but conversely contend that were that possible, 
and should the absolute truth of certain ultimate 
conclusions herein reached be eternally formulated, 
millions of minds would itch to refute the reasoning, 
though undoubtedly the refutations would prove 
mutually obliterativ. I fear not, however, that the 
reason of man can show Agnosticism as here inter- 
preted, inconsistent with itself, as I attempt to 
show of Gnosticism. 

A consideration of the first fallacy is incidental to 
an exposé of the second. The second numbers its 
exponents by hundreds of millions, and is all but 
universal The third is in decline. Under the 
magnetism of reason its postulates sweep to obliv- 
ion like days of old, but still the name of its 
victims is Legion, although the inference is that 
they will eventually be reduced to a mere contin- 
gent, whose name in turn—to use a figure of 
speech—will be Dennis, and the fallacy itself 
be considered an absurdity outlying the vortex of 
human eredulity.* . i 

“HIRST FALLAOY: LITERAL OMNIPOTENOE. 


Do you believe in an Omnipotent God? The 
reservation of many in this century, capable of main- 
taining a reserve, will be in effect that they do. And 
it is a fact, they do. 

But it is also a fact that their reflection on the 
subject has been extremely limited; for belief in 
literal Omnipotence is an impossibility of correctly 
revised thought. Zhe idea that any power existing 
or imaginary could at the present time change the 
1775 history of the past is unbelievable, even unthink- 
able. 

This alone destroys literal omnipotence, and were 
not such exiguity unfashionable (I am a slave to 
fashion) I might pass to the next fallacy, but, 


"T'was ever thus from childhood’s hour, 
Y've seen my fondest hopes decay. 


Familiar impossibles, such as the limitation of 
space, oto., being stereotyped in countless philoso- 
phies, I refrain from piling on the agony, but suggest 
the potential question, applicable only to those profess- 
ing belief in a literally Omnipotent power: an that 
power construct a thing so heavy that he could not 
raise it?” By which the one questioned is so involved 
that if he answer affirmativly he tacitly admits that 
the power could not raise it, or if he answer nega- 

_ tivly, which is often done, he not only concedes that 
in this particular the power is impotent, but he also 
implies that that which is easy to almost any boy is 
impossible to Omnipotence. Now what do you 
think of the question? Perhaps you wickedly think, 
damn! or expletivs of similar eloquence. If so, 
then between your free phraseology and my own way 
of thinking there is positiv similitude. But if you 
are my long-faced Christian friend, then intuitivly 
and empirically I know your opinion, and reply, 
“No, you are mistaken; the mutually destructiv an- 
awers of intelligent people prove the question nei- 
ther pueril nor captious.” It may to the casualist 
seem frivolous or & play on words, but when reten- 
tivly held in reflection, a competent reasoning faculty 
realizes it to be one of the deepest of thoughts, 
involving as it does the idea of self-transcendency. 


*The word Gnostic and its derivativs I use in their natural 
etymological and traditional import. Thus, a Gnostic must 
define himself, one who knows. An Agnostic defines him 
one who believes he knows. A Gnostic defines an Agnostic, 
one who professes to know nothing. An Agnostic defines him. 
self, one who believes the human mind incapable of absolute 
knowledge. These definitions are indorsed by an eminent 
and impartial authority, Dr. Paul Carus, one opposed alike 
to Gnosticism and its antithesis. 


Knowing by experience the vigor of adverse con- 
tentions that the words “ self-transcendexcy ” repre- 
sent no real thought, but simply imply unquestion- 
able impossibility, it may not be impertinent to ask: 
Does the word self present no thought? Does 
transcendency convey none? Or is it exclusivly the 
resulting combine that not only fails to materialize 
into one of the subtlest, or if you will, one of the 
vaguest of ideas, but which expresses absolutely no 
thought? And if it does stand for nothing in your 
mind, how do you know that other minds are so con- 
stituted as not to perceive a meaning? Or, if it rep- 
resents nothing, how can you know it to be impossi- 
ble? What is impossible? It must be something 
of which you predicate impossibility. It will not do; 
your assumption implicitly assumes what it ostensibly 
repudiates. Some contend that though not meaning- 
less, the idea of self-transcendency is so simple that 
the accomplishment of what it means is readily dis- 
cernible as an absolute impossibility. If this be so, 
then the fallacy of literal omnipotence is manifest 
and my main object effected, while the collateral 
issue, my position that the idea of self-transcepdency 
constitutes one of those ultimate reflections bound- 
ing the limitations of intelligence, must be seriously 
affected. I will not reinforce the argument against 
omnipotence, which (the omnipotence I mean, not 
the argument) was from the first too weak to bs 
interesting. But,” let me ask, 4s it so palpably 
obvious that self-transcendency is impossible?” All 
analogy as far as I know, without exception, suggesis 
causation; and reflection finds no rest bui in the 
generalization of a “First Oause.” From the fath- 
omless intellect of & Herbert Spencer, back through 
the vista of ages, the necessity of committing our- 
selvs to the hypothesis of a First Cause” has been 
recognized. Concerning the Ultimate Cause, Mr. 
Spencer uses these approved words: “Thus the 
First Oause must bein every sense perfect, complete, 
total; including within itself all power and tran- 
scending all law. Or to use the established word, 
it must be absolute.” Now I leave it to Unadulter- 
ated Logic, if self-transcendency and everything 
else may not be included in this unlimited power. 
If it bo a law that a power cannot transcend itself, 
and if the Transcending Cause, as being above that 
law, can transcend all law, then may it not transcend 
itself; thus proving the law relativ, not absolute? 
But in consigning to hades this abominable intricacy, 
I extend a cordial invitation to anyone to demonstrate 
or even intimate how he knows that self-branscendency 
is impossible. And after if not before accomplish- 
ing this, he may realize that self-transcendency is 
not to be utterly sneezed at. The validity of my 
argument being dependent on neither the possibility 
nor impossibility of self-iranscendency, I propose 
not, dogmatically or otherwise, to establish nor inti- 
eate on which side of this highly practical question 
lies the balance of probability or certainty of truth. 
This the magnates of Gnosticism msy arbitrate to 
the eternal advantage of admiring millions, and 
bearing in mind that in the solution of complex, 
highly abstract problems, the majority are generally 
wrong, they may logically and compiacently conclude 
that if they decide the reverse of what they relig- 
iously believe, they will probably decide rightly. 

Although the potentisl” question is unanswera- 
ble, answers are generally attempted. Here are spec- 
imens taken from life: Mr. L. answers Les —Mr. 
B.,“ No.“ Mr. H. B. answers, Yes, the Omnipotent 
could construct a box so heavy that he could not 
raise it—he would not desire to, but he ean do ail 
things he wishes." Mr. R. answers, No, he could 
not, he would not wish to; but he can do all he de- 
sires to.” Without showing the foily of such replies, 
the question might simply be put: Oan the power 
construct anything he could not raise even should 
he desire to? Mr. Gambetti answers, Yes, he could 
construct something of inealeulablo weight and then 
make himself too week to raise it.” “O domine 
deus speravi in te,” or words to that effect. 

One of the least palpable answers is that the 
question itself is absurd for introducing the un- 
thinkable idea, self-transcendency. But this answer 
destroys literal omnipotence, for if a power cannot 
transcend itself, it cannot do literally all things. 
And as for the question being absurd for introducing 
the idea, the clinching rejoinder is that as the ques- 
tion applies only to those professing belief in literal 
omnipotence, it is they who implicitly and primarily 
introduce the idea by maintaining literal omnipotence 
which must include self-transeendency. And of 
them it is evident that by the continued recognition 
of the omnipotence theory which they hav destroyed 
and which therefore does uot exist, they themselvs 
perform the feat of self-transcendency. For first they 
postulate literal omnipotence. Then in contending 
that the question is absurd for introducing the self. 
transcendency idea, they imply a belief that gelf-tran- 
scendency is impossible and so annihilate their own un- 
expressed theory of the possibility of all things, which 
is an obvious corollary to their expressed doctrin of 
literal omnipotence. Now a theory annihilated ig one 
that does not exist, & non-existenca. And yet they con- 
tinue to maintain this theory. A theory can only be 

i maintained as existing. So they maintain the exist- 


ence of a non-existence. If this is not an abnegation 
of sanity, & transcendency of self and of all laws of 
thought (I appeal to high heaven): what is tran- 
scendenoy? ` - , 

SECOND FALLAOY: CO EXISTING OMNIPOTENCE AND VOLITION. 


As literal omnipotence is. literally unthinkable, let 
omnipotent and omnipotence signify all supposable ` 
power. And in this sense: Do you believe in an om- 
nipotent being? Do you believe in the reality of 
sin? Nine hundred and ninety-nine of a thousand in 
tis century, capable of an opinion, will answer yes to 
both. And yet they are mutually exclusiv beliefs, and 
whoso answers both sfürmativly transcends himself. 


-If an Omnipotent exists, siu and volition do not, and 


vice versa. You doubt this, or rather you know its 
falsity and demand a sustaining demonstration? It 
is simple. And yet, I ask your concentration, not 
superficially to the argumentation, but applying the 
principles of ratiocination, and at least mitigating re- 
ealoiirant prejudice dispassionately refute the reason- 
ing—or verity it. An Omnipotent must be omni- 
ecient, * at least in regard to the present and the fut- 
ure. 

Now it is a fact of which the negation is Unthink- 
able, that if the future be known, then the future 
must transpire exactly as known. Therefore, if it 
be known (to human or divine consciousness), mark! 
I use the most potential word in the language, if, it 
be known that a man will commit a certain act, then 
it is a fact absolutely susceptible of no simpler dem- 
onstration that he must commit that act, for if he 
does not it would be evident that it was not known 
that he would. For the sake of iteration I say, if 
he does not commit the act, would not that (I appeal 
to high Omniscience) prove positivly that it was not 
known that he would commit it? But if it be-Lnown 
thai he will commit the act, then you must perceive 
that it must transpire that he shall or will commit 
it. And if it must transpire that he shall commit 
it, then he-must commit-it. There must be no voli- 
tion in the case. And if there be no volition, there 
must be no sin. [Now, I do not expect a Gnostic 
to see this; it would be asking too much. To him 
the reasoning is nothing more than metaphysical 
mud. Thus are we diameirically constituted, and 
what to one seems the most palpable truth, to 
another is veritable trash. | 

Naturally, by reversion, it is demonstrable that if 
there be sin there must be volition, and if volition 
there must be no omniscience, and if no omni- 
science there must be no Omnipotent being. 

I8 THE LOGIO EYADIBLE? 

If, in spite of the logic, you endeavor to conceive 
volition with omnigcience, you are brought up quickly. 
The moment you attempt to reason, that * though 
it may be known how a man will decide, he may (in 
some indefinit way) arrive, at that decision by the 
exercise of his own volition,” you are checked by the 
thought from which there ig no escape and which 
overpowers all other pertinent thoughts, namely, if 
ib be known how a mind will decide, then such 
decision is imperativ. 

It is impossible to imagin volition compatible with 
omniscienes even as attributes of one and the same 
being, human or divine. Assume a divinity endowed 
with prescience. Then relativ to his own future he 
must be already fully cognizant. And if hie future 
is known, it must transpire exactly as known, and so 
he must be incapable of volition. All attempt to 
eonciliate must, from the very nature of thought, be 
preéminently invalid and equally vicious. True! you 
may think the man may hav shofflsd on this mortal 
coil with sin, & mortgage of profoundest hell, on his 
soul. But if he be so conditioned, you may paste it 
in your bat that 27 is no sin of his, notwithstanding 
the theologie dogma, original sin; for it must hav 
been gratuitously conferred (the irony of the word) 
upon him either by chance or by design. No other 
hypothesis is thinkable except that fetal existence 
may be a sentient, responsible phase of being; and 
even then the idea of preéxisiing knowledge renders 
void all attempts to conciliate. Those who would 


| zo back beyond this period, thet is, previous to fe- 


tal life, are reminded that the existence of anything 
there even analogous to mind, to say nothing of sen- 
tieney or responsibility, is bub a vague, destitute 
theory, and even were it a truth it would not conaili- 
ate omnissience and volition. Consciousness retro- 
grading through cycles of conceivable time must 
ultimately admit the possibility of but four eppar- 
ently distinct hypotheses: either omniseience pre- 
existed the intent to sin—or vice versa—or they had 
simultaneous bezinning—or they always were. Anal- 
yses of these alternative, possessing a metaphysical 
interest only, are omitted. From which it may seen 
that the argument, nof being fully exhaustiv, fails 
to establish conclusivly, as absolutely certain, what 
it undertakes to prove. To which the answer, that 
it does logically establish the proposition against all 
arguments unprochronistie to fetal life; which is 
all that was attempted. The idiosynerasy which 
would seek to harmonize omnipotence and volition 
by improvising a hypothetical intent to sin, further 


If literally al? knowledge is not supposable, let omniscient 
refer only to all supposable knowledge. 


back than embryonic existence, it is not within the 
present scope to refute. And as for establishing 
anything with sbsolute certainty, ihe metaphysical 
mind realizes nothing with more vividness than the 
futility of such an attempt. Indeed the theory of 
certainty, being the cardinal fallacy of Gnosticism, 
is explicitly exposed in the following section. 

THIRD FALLACY: HUMAN CERTAINTY. 

How vast is the proporiion of those who profess 
and really believe that they know certain things! Tt 
is indicativ of the generalness of the fallacy that an 
Agnostic is popularly considered an eccentric. But 
aß Sir William Hamilton has said: “How indeed it 
could ever be doubted that thought [itself] is only 
of the conditioned, may well be deemed a matter of 
profoundest admiration.” 

Now we all know or should know that the word 
“know” is twofold in its principal interpretation ; 
the duality consisting of, first, a positiv, absolute 
knowledge transcending all conceivable contradiction; 
and second, of a relatiy degree of certsinty (?) or as- 
surance. Here language is ai fault, the fault of im- 
perfect development. Da Quincey says, All lan- 
guages tend to clear themselva of synonyms as in- 
tellectual culture advances, the superfluous words 
being taken up and absorbed by new shades and 
combinations of thought evolved in the progress of 
society.” Which is very true. But in this case the 
desynonymizing process is dispensable, and in fact s 
synonym or independent word is quite in order. 
The not-80-new-as-you-might-imsgin shades and com- 
binations of thought are too mush for the one word 
“know,” and a change may be advisable, not from 
any difficulty of discerning between the radically dif- 
ferent meanings, but because this will not generally 
be done. If we reserve the word to convey its pri- 
mary meaning, then some other word should be 
used to indicate degree of assurance. In the latter 
sense it may truly be seid that we Know, and even 
the Agnostic may and does. use the word with per- 
fect consistence. But in this section, exsept in ital- 
ieized instances, I use the word know,” and for con- 
sistency, its derivativ, “knowledge,” though the lat- 
ter in the early evolution of language became synon- 
ymous with learning, in their primary, legitimate 
sense, which implies absolute certainty. And let ua, 
avoiding the supersensible, consider from the pre- 
. 6€inots of reason this startling Gnostic theory that esr- 
tainty is an attribute of human consciousness. It 
amounts of course to an implicit (almost explicit) de- 
nial of an omnipotent being. For if a man knows a 
thing, it is evident that he cannot be mistaken about 
it, and if there be even one point upon which the 
crestor cannot make a man mistaken, he is nob or- 
nipotent. (A common objsetion which seems boo yul- 
gar to mention is that though the creator could, it, 
does nob follow that he would make one mistake. 
Upon which the stricture, neither does it follow that 
he would not, but as he “could,” it follows, one may 
be mistaken, consequently cannot be certain.) Oon- 
sider the ease in which a man explicitly deceived as 
to the ultimaey of immediate intuition and accepting 
the unsophisticated testimony of ‘eonscicusness to 
gelf-existence as unquestionable, claims to Know that 
he exists. If a man know thai he exists, then be- 
sides knowing that it is impossible for the Eternal to 
make him mistaken on that point, he must siso hav 
to a certain extent a knowledge of the future. For 
he must know that on a carézin day, on all future 
days in fact, the Semipotent vill nob, cannot, truth- 
fully demonstrate that he the man was mistaken. 
Now a knowledge of the fature, notwithstanding we 
are accustomed to think we possess ib toa limited 
extent, is nob less then a divine attribute, even if it 
be possible to omnipotence any more than self- 
transesndency. So we see thai ho who claims to 
know that he exists, not only implicitly denies the ex- 
istence of an Omnipotent, bui also, by impiiention, by 
assuming & partis] knowledge of the future, seis him- 
self in glory above his peers, 2 God or morethan God. 

Here is an ostensible disproof of the certainty 
theory. It is metaphysical and consequently, siso 
inconsequenily, not so good as our own proximate 
demonsiration that will shortly be sprung on the 
persisting truth seeker. 

The fundamental condition of all consciousness emphat- 
ically insisted upon by Mr. Massel in common with Sir Wm. 
Hamilton and others, is the antithesis of subject and object. 
But now what is the corollary from this doctrin as bearing 
on the consciousness of self? The mental act in which self 
is known, implies, like every other mental act, a perceiving 
subject and a perceived object. If, then, the object per- 
ceived is self, what is the subject that perceives ?' Or if it 
is the true self that thinks, what other self can it be-that is 
thought of? Clearly a true cognition of self implies a state 
in which the knowing and the known are one, in which sub- 
ject and object are identified; this Mr. Mansel rightly holds 
to be the annihilation of both. 

W. W. CARRINGTON. 
(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 
— cnc mre ns 
Looking Forward. 

Mr. Bellamy's book entitled, Locking Backward,” 
is certainly a valuable and interesting endeavor to 
incline the reader's mind into a reflestiv state on the 
past history of the world and also its possible future. 
Happily, published histories sro a great sid to the 
thoughtful. The world has passed through many 
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wenderings and strugglings of man on the untrodden 
surface of creation, but alas! none can imagin the 
untried bogs and pitfalls into which humanity has 
yet to stumble. 


whether hypnotiem is not a dangerous influence in 
the hands of unscrupulous operators. It is thought 
possibly many are now in our state prisons who 
hav been hypnotieally impressed to commit crimes. 
The writer knew a powerful operator who could im- 
press his sensitiv, male or female, to do most absurd 
things and express themselvs ridiculously while 
under insensible control. 
impression on the mind of his subject after he or 
she was supposed to be brought back into their 
normal or natural state. 


sensitiv (a gentleman) entertain the assembled com: 
pany with a comical impression. He impressed the 
sensitiv to cast his eyes upward and gaze on the 
ceiling, which he did, and suddenly burst out laugh- 
ing. He was asked by the operator what he saw 
to laugh at. 
walking on the ceiling head downward.” „Well, this 
beats me! 


suckers I hav ever seen ! 
imen." 
snd insidious power in the hands of unscrupulous 
people? 


| natures. 


strange events and epochs. The despotism of 


priesteraft and superstition is passing away and 
greatly modified. 
old, in New England, for a man sawing asunder s 
barrel to produce two tubs to be burnt as a wizard. 
The prinied histories of the past show the timidity 
and caution of our ancestors in popular develop- 
ments. 
been surging onward like the mighty ocean on the 
shores of time, and we are constantly called to wit- 
ness the new, present fact, in place of the misty con- 
jecture. The awful pealing thunders of Horeb and 
Sinai hav been toned down to be useful in lighting 
our darkened highways and byways, and the ques- 
tion now is, “ What next?" 


It is no longer possible, as of 


But slowly the wave of unfoldment bas 


Oar Bible societies in the issuance of their book of 


Looking backward, history shows too plainly the 


With our lawmakers it is under consideration 


He could also leave an 


On one occasion I was present when he made bis 


“To laugh at? To see a clergyman 


Now, how is that done?” “Simply 
enough,” ssid the operator; “on the principle of 


suction—suction, as a common house-fly walking.” 


* Weil, I'm blamed if he is not one of the greatest 
Bub then, he is a fair spec- 
Who will deny that hypnotism is a dangerous 


D. Brauoe, 


fe 
A Remarkable Document. 
The friends of Mr. Ezra H. Heywood, who was 


convicted last June upon a trumped-up and entirely 
groundless charge. of “obscenity,” hav prepared a 
petition for bis pardon, which will be presented to 
the president of the United States early in the pres- 
eni month. This petition is signed by about four- 


teen hundred persons, many of whom are in earnest 
sympathy with Mr. Heywood in his efforts to purify 
and erlighten his fellow-men. 

From Princaton, the town of Mr. Heywood’s regi- 
dence, come pelitions signed by the chairmen of 
both the Republican and Democratic town commit- 
tees, as well as by ex-postmasters of Princeton Cen- 
ter, Hast Princeton, end Princeton Depot, and the 
present postmaster of one of the Prineston offices. 
Many of the signers on the Princeton petition are, 
or hav been, persons holding office of trust in that 
town. This petition contains also the names of the 
librarian, the dentist, the physician, and the heaviest 
§ax-payer. This last ought to hav great weight with 
the powers that be, in such a case. The petition 
from Rhode Island bears the name of Elizabeth B. 
Chase, who is known far and wide for her anii- 
slavery, woman-suffrage, Prohibition, and other re- 
form labors. It also beers the name of the treasurer 
of Brown University. From Connecticut a petition 
comes headed by Rev. John Kemball, whose services 
to humanity are too well known to need mentior. 
On s petition sent from England is the name of our 
own beloved eounirywomsn Elizabeth Oady Stan- 
ton and her daughter Mra. Baltch. Annie Besant, 
so long associated with Charles Bradlaugh, and whe, 
with him, contested the right to publish and sell 
"Fruits of Philosophy," is also a signer of the Eag- 
lish petition. The petition from Scotland is headad 
by a clergyman of the established church, Rev. John 
Glass, of Old Greyfriars, Edinburgh, one of the oldest 
churches in Scotland. The Canada petition is 
headed by Robert C. Adams, president of the Oana- 
dian Secular Union. The signers of the petition in 
Boston and vicinity represent various intellectus! ac- 
tivities and personslities, and the unity of purpose 
expressed in their signatures isa marked feature of 
the petition. Here we see the names of well-known 
entislavery workers who gave to New England a 
higher sense of morality than was conceived of be- 
fore their times and work, and whose integrity of 
character and purpose ncne will question. To-day 
nothing swerves them from their “righteous convic- 
tions, and in this spirit they hav affixed their sig- 
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seminary at Belleview, N. J., and is signed by the 
teachers there. 
Jackson Davis, a man universally known throughout 
the United Sistes; Louis Prang, whose art work 
has done so much for the adornment of the humbler 
homes of our country; Rev. Alonzo A. Miner, the 
venerable and clear-headed father of Universalism 
in New England; the venerable William Henry 
Burr, of Washizgton, who cast his first vote for 
William Henry Harrison in 1840; 
Stearns, of Chicopee, Mass., who, when ke was 
United States district attorney in Boston, refused to 
be made a catspaw to do the dirty work of the Vice 
Society; James Redpath, T. B. Wakeman, E. B. 
Foote, Jr, MD, Hugh O. Pentecost, Lydia Eve 
Blackstone, and others equally well known. 
conundrums are finding ready employment for its | 
army of priests, which the unfoldments of science 
are so gently lowering down to common sense that 
they will hardly know when they touch bottom. 


We note also the names of Andrew 


George N. 


Judge Carpenter, who imposed the vindieiiy sen- 


tence upon Mr. Heywood, on being told of the num- 
ber and ebarseier of the signers of this petition, is 
reported to hav said in his Podenapian way, “Oh, 
that doesn't amount to anything. You can get any- 
body to sign petitions.” 
formed his judgment about this as hastily and incon- 
siderately as he did about other matters, and he did 
not stop to reflect that such a petition in such a 
case could come only from those who were familiar 
with Mr. Heywood's work and to.a greater or less 
extent recognized the utility of it. 


But Judge Carpenter 


Moreover, & number of the signers hav taken 


pains, in addition to merely signing the petition, to 
express over their signatures their views of the out- 
rage cf which Mr. Heywocd has been made the vio- 
tim. Mr. Wiliiam J. Bowditch, of Brookline, Mass., 
who was present throughout the trial, says, His 
trial was really a farce. 
aufficiert, «ven if he had really done wrong." 
Betz, MD, of Oakville, Pa., writes, “I hav read 
Mr. Ezra H. Heywood’s Word, a monthly paper 
published by him, since its first issue in 1872, and 


His punishment has been 
Israel 


nav a file since iis first issue which I price very 


highly. I wish that I understood it better. This 
paper is one of the most unique publications that 
America has yet produced. While Mr. Heywood's 
ideas of literary expression may be at variance with 
prevailing standards, yet I see nothing more harmful 
nor obscene in that fact than I do in medical jour- 
nals or oceasionally in the daily press. 
to my knowledge, has a very small circulation, which 
would be the reverse were it devoted to catering to 
prurient tastes. 
of over twenty years’ standing, of that branch of the 
profession known es the regular." Thomas Palmer, 
D.D.S., of Fitchburg, Mass., writes, ^I hav known 
Mr. E. H. Heywood from boyhood. He has always 
been a radical reformer, and may hav published 
some things you and myself might not think proper 
in his paper. } 
among reformers who know how to judge of reform- 
atory movements. ; 
who would publish anything injurious to youth. I 
hav always read his paper, and know all that has 
been printed, and it has always been to establish 


This psper, 


I speak as a medical practitioner 


The paper has only a circulation 


Mr. Heywood is the last man 


some reform he has been interested in and not for 
evil purposes—far from it. Hoping this petition 
may be received favorably, eto," C. M. A. Twitchell, 
of 319 Washington street, Boston, writes, That the 
petitions being sent to Washington may move the 
heart of our ‘president to an act of justice toward a 


noble man is my sincere prayer.” Dr. O. H. Sims, 


of Charlestown, Mass., writes below a long list of 
signatures that he wad instrumental in procuring: 
“The above names comprise some of the best citizens 
of Charlestown. Most of them liv within a few 
blocks of the prison and must endure the thought 
that a lifelong advosate of physical, mental, and 
morsl freedom is suffering and serving an unjust 
sentence so near their comfortable homes.” Mr. 
Theodore D. Weid, an early Abolitionist, now eighty- 
eight years of age, of Hyde Park, Wass., says, “In 
writing my name to this petition, which I do with all 
my heart, I wish to say thst I de no remember to 
hav read any of the writings of Mr. E. H. Heywood 
upon the subject of sex. True, for meny years my 
ears hav been dinned with the clamor against them 
es grossly obscene and even pandering openly to 
lusi. Though nof personally anquainted with Mr. 
Heywood, yet dome of my dearest friends know him 
intimately (especially my beloved, lifelong friend and 
brother, the late Elizur Wright). From them I 
learn that the life of Mr. Heywood has always been 
a model of personal purity, and that the popular hue 
and ory against his writings ia but the clamor of a 
mawkish prudery claiming to preside par excellence 
over the morals of the public.“ . 
Mrs. Abbie Kugpp, of Dowagiac, Mich., writes, 
“From my standpoint no perdon can atone for the 
injustice done those two men, Harman and Heywood.’ 
In the face of such testimony from guch sources 
the canting ery of “obscenity” cporates like the 
boomerang upon those who set it in motion. The 
brightest and best of earth's children see no obscen- 
ity in Mr. Heywood, nor would such creatures as 
Judge Carpenter see any such thing, were it not that 
the prurient fancies of their own foul minds are re- 
flected back to them from Heywood's purity. 
E. W. CHAMBERLAIN. . 
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A Few Words from Miss Craddock. 


I feel sorry that cur good friend, Lucy N. Colman, 
Whose words of praise and encouragement to me at 
Portsmouth I hav treasured with gratitude, should 
feel called upon to criticise me as she has done in 
But realizing as I do her 
unswerving fidelity to truth, I feel sure that she will 
thank me for correcting one or two misapprehensions 


last week's TU TH SEEKER. 


on her part. 


Mrs. Colman seems to think that “the president 
and secretary, at the congress at Portsmouth, showed 
a determination to ignore as directors Messrs. 

If we did this by 
word or deed, it is news to both of us, I think. I feel 
certain that ever Mr. Wakeman will bear me out in 
Saying that we assured him, over and over again, 
that no slight was intended, either to him or Dr. 
Foote, and that he had no cause to feel aggrieved. 
Had the president wished to slight Mr. Wakeman as 
a director, is it reasonable to suppose he would hav 
Had I wished to slight Mr. 
Wakeman as a director, is if likely that I would 80 
strenuously hav insisted that Mrs. Golman's unau- 
thorizad and unparliamentary method of electing Mr. 
Wakeman should be set aside, and the motion to 
elect him put by the chair, in due parliamentary 
form, so that there should ba no hitch afterward 


T. B. ‘Wakeman and Dr. Foote.” 


called him to the chair? 


about his election? Had I wished to “ignore” Mr. 


Wakeman “as a director, here would hav been a 
I could hav allowed matters 
to proceed, unchecked by s cali for order; and at 
the close of ihe congress, Mr. Wakeman could hav 


splendid chance for me. 


-baen coolly informed that he was not legally elected, 
and hav been “ignored” then! Instead of that, 
and out of an honest desire to save future embarrass. 


ments on this score to Mr. Wakeman, I insisted that 
Mrs. Colmau's action in the matter be set aside, and 


the motion to elect Mr. Wakeman be formally “ put” 
by the chair, and not by a member on the floor of 
the house. Neither in this, nor in any other action 
of mine at Portsmouth or elsewhere, has Mr. Wake. 
manor Dr. Foote the slightest causa to feel aggrieved 
by hostility on my part. 

Mrs. Colman seems to think that the correspond- 
ing secretary has been remiss in her duty, in that 
she has not been going out, appointing meetings, 
and lesturing” to any extent. 1 would respectfully 
call Mra. Oolman's attention to the following from 
article ix of our constitution: 

The corresponding secretary’s duty shall be to keep the 
records and complete lists of life and annual members, and 
also full minutes of the board of directors and of the execu- 
tiv committee; prepare and transmit to the newspapers of 
the country items of interest relating to the work of state 
Secularization; keep a full list of auxiliary societies, and 
conduct such correspondence, under the direction of the 
president, as usually pertains to such offize, and to make a 
condensed annual report to the society of the business of 
the year. 

It will be observed that there is not a word in the 
above relativ to the duty of the corresponding sec- 
retary as a leoturer. Nevertheless, in addition to 
her address at Portsmouth, she has three times 
spoken before the Friendship Liberal League of 
Philadelphis, and once before the Newark Liberal 
League of Newark, N. J. She also has a standing 
invitstion to address the adult class of the Philadel- 
phia Unitarian church of which she is a member—an 
iuvitation waich would hav been accepted long since, 
but for the cropping up of this field secretary diffi- 
culty, with its attendant correspondences, which has 
taken up much of her outside time. But, however 
willing the corresponding secretary may bo to help 
along matters by extra work as a lacturer, it is un- 
wise for her to attempt it. No one person ean attend 
properly to the offise duties of a corresponding seo. 
retary and do field work too; one or the other must 
be slighted. I am happy to say that the interests 
reached by my correspondence are more and more 
widespread each month. We need some one in the 
field, and we need that some one badly; but who- 
ever is assigned to that work ought to be in the field 


all the time, devoting bis whole energy to the Amer- 


ican Ssoular Union interests. 

The field-secretary agitation has been surprisingly 
beneficial in one direction, at any rate. It hes 
stirred up in one or two of the Liberal lecturers a 
fear that our appointment of a field secretary may 
leave them out in the cold as regards audiences (a 
groundless fear, as I hav shown in previous articles). 
It has also caused them to remember suddenly that 
such a society as the American Secular Uaion exisis, 
and to hint thai, for a consideration, they might be 
willing to renew their allegiance to us. This ig em- 
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inently proper on their part, and we devoutly pray 
that our little leaven may work until it has leavened 
the whole lump of the lecture field, and the lecturers 
shall one and all be brought back to the true fold, 
where they may grow in grace eternally. 

I cannot understand why Freethinkers should 
think it such a heinous offense for one of their num- 
ber to treat a churchman in public with consideration. 
The cause of Freethought is so certain of ultimate 
succese—the cause of orthodoxy isso certainly doomed 
and is losing ground every day so unmistakably —that 
it would seem only charity to let the poor fellows 
down easily, and not wound their self-respect any 
more than one can help. Don’t you suppose that, 
down in the heart of the majority who fight for 
orthodoxy, there cannot help being a vague percep- 
tion of the silliness or the fraud of the superstition 
which they hav been taught at their mothers’ knees 
to cherish as their life? In some few cases, I know, 
they believe through and through the orthodox prin- 
ciples for which they contend; but I am fain to 


rare. 
of us are trying to interest in state Secularization. 
It is the great majority to whom I refer above whom 
we hope to reach, and who would gladly walk with 
us into our clearer light, if we did not frighten them 
away at the outset by our rude jeers at their silly 
little superstitions—superstitions which we can trust 
them to throw away for themselvs, as soon as they 
look at them in the open sunshine. “Speaking the 
truth zn love”—do you not agree with me, dear 
friends, that this is really the better way? 


I cannot do better than close this article with a 


brief extract from a letter written me by an outsider 
who has seen something of our platform methods. 
As the letter is a confidential one, I do not feel at 
liberty to giv the name, but will say that it comes 
from a speaker of large experience: 


Could your lecturers confine themselvs to this one point 
[state Secularization], and permit their Agnosticism, if it 
appear at all in their public lectures, to do so only as & 
secondary affair, I think that they could accomplish more 
with church people than at the present time; and these are 
the ones who ought to be reached, for they are the persons 
who are in the dark on this subject. All Freethinkers 
agree that church and state should be kept separate. Hence 
there is very little satisfaction in lecturing to such people 
alone; and, unless we shall meet the church people in such 
a way as to obtain their confidence, we cannot hope to bene- 
fit them as we should like to. 


Ina C. Oranpoor, Corr. Sec. A. S. U. 
Philadelphia, Pa., Feb. 9, 1891. 


— , 
Copy of Letter from Mr. T. B, Wakeman to 
Dr. R. B. Westbrook. 


No. 93 Nassau st., N. Y., Dec. 81, 290 K. . 

My Dear Doctor: I hav your notice for a board meeting 
next Sunday at 2 p.m. The inclosed card will show you 
that I must speak at that time in Brooklyn and cannot be 
present, 

Bo, I will tell you in short what I think ought to be done. 

1. The clause I sent you should go into the pamphlet in 
substance, 80 that the federatio character of the Union and 
the autonomy of the local and auxiliary societies should be 
made known. I hav, I think, obtained the assent of the 
Newark Union to the change of their charter on this basis. 
This is essential to the future coóperation of societies having 
different objects and views, and, therefore, vítal if we are 
to hav a future. . : 

2. I think the motion I made as to Mr. Charlesworth 
should be passed. If the $500 is subscribed, and he left to 
hustle about the country to get the rest of his support by or- 
ganizing local unions, he will do it. If other field secretaries 
are appointed it should be on a similar basis, That is, enough 
should be given them to earn more by their success in lect- 
uring and organizing. 

8. These secretaries or lecturers might be selected by the 
votes of subscribers to the lecture fund, as Dr. Foote has pro- 
posed. This would take the responsibility from the board 
and leave it with the subscribers. If there are several lect- 
urers they could hav a separate section or state assigned for 
their work. 

4. Where the cause might require several lecturers for 
special work, as now in Wisconsin, these could be specially 
selected and sent there to agitate, lecture, and organize. 

Thus, if every lecturer knew that he would get a certain 
sum, and so much more for every local union he organized, 
or lecture delivered, from the board, or from the audience, 
he would hav the strongest motiv to work; and those inter- 
ested in the cause would like to help nominate such lecturers 
and contribute to the fund to keep them, and as many as 
possible of them, in the field. I think this plan will obviate 
more objections, and get us free from more difficulties, than 
any other. Hoping for harmony and success from your de- 
liberations, and wishing you and our diligent secretary the 
happiest New Year, I am, i 

Yours sincerely, T. B. WAKEMAN. 


Mr. Eprron: Here is my letter to President West- 
brook, which he has, at my request, returned to me 
for publication. It is the only utterance I hav made 
on the subject, and it only inferentially refers to Mr. 
Watts, whose name has never been named or come 
up before the board at all, unless there may hav 
been a meeting at which I was not present. The 
president was, therefore, entirely off of the truth in 
printing that there was a “strenuous -opposition ” 
to the appointment of Mr. Watts on my part. I am 
a friend and admirer of Watts, if he has one any- 
where, and if he is to leave his Canada work (which 
I should greatly regret) I favor putting him on the 
same basis as our most favored and popular lecturers 
in the United States. 

: More than that would not be fair, and I do not be- 
lieve he would ask it. My letter points out how that 


think, from my own experience, that these cases are 
Moreover, these are not the people whom any 


eould be done, either with or without the appoint- 


ment of Mr. Charlesworth. 

Of this latter gentleman I am no special advocate. 
But as he was recommended by the congress I think 
he should be appointed, but on a plan that could be 
extended to others, who hav stood the brunt of the 
battle in the States for many a year. As to the ob- 
jections to Mr. Charlesworth made by the president 


before the board, and, therefore, included in my 


resolution for his appointment as matters to be obvi- 
ated, I believe they would disappear on a fair ex- 
amination. 

As to his not being competent, he has spoken be- 
fore our best audiences at Newark, New York, and 
Boston with great success, and evidently has his 
heart in the cause, and a head that will keep on learn- 
ing. He has told me that he is in harmony with and 
heartily supports our American Secular Union con- 
stitution as construed in the first section of my letter, 
and which our secretary Miss Craddock has promul- 
gated in a very able letter inviting other societies to 
federate with us in our next congress. He believes 
it to be the best form of union for America, although 
different from the English method. If there is no 
money for him, there is none for anyone else, until it 
is raised. 

There seem to be no good reasons, therefore, why 
we should overrule the recommendation of the con- 
gress. 

O? course the majority of the board can do so, and 
can appoint anyone they choose in any way they 
choose, or they can do nothing ; but they ought not 
to complain of Dr. Foote and myself, who cannot 
see our way clear to share the responsibility. I 
still think that Mr. Charlesworth and Mr. Watts and 
others should be appointed on the plan stated in my 
letter ; but I am willing to follow in any better way, 
and deprecate the unnecessary feeling that has been 
shown in trying to find out that way. Let us settle 
this asa plain matter of business, snd go on with 
our work. Yours sincerely, T. B. WAKEMAN. 

New York, Feb. 4, 291. i 

—— o G- G 


The American Secular Union. 


The great blowing before and since the last con- 
gress, held at Portsmouth, O. (equaled by nothing 
on earth but Barnum’s show), is subsiding and hence 
allowing the dust to settle, and at the same time per- 
mitting the real value of said congress to be taken. 
It is painfully evident in summing up its results that 
it is in demonstration of the truth of the criticism 
which I made on the congress of 1889. The attempt 
which was made there and then to run the Secular 
movement through Christian aid and coöperation 
found by enforced sequence the supreme weakness 
of such a method. All efforts made by true Secular- 
ists, such as those who indorse the Nine Demands in 
the sense in which they hav been interpreted until 
recently, must ever result in rousing the bitter an- 
tagonism of the Christian; but even under its new 
compromising method it fails to receive any sanction 
from the Christian church. When I gay Ohristian 
church, it must be understood that I do not include 
either the Unitarians or the Universnlists. They an- 
tagonizs sll thet is fundamental in the creeds of 
Christendom, hence a compromise with them may be 
legitimately considered a questionable transaction. 
If they are to come on our platform with the stolen 
dignity of an accredited clergyman of the Christian 
church, and as a result of that compromise hav the 
advocates of the Nine Damands of Liberalism gagged 
out of deference to these assumed clerical dignitaries 
lest they should be disturbed in the feelings of their 
sacredness, it is high time to protest against any such 
compromise which renders if necessary to impose 
the gag rule, for in doing 80 we would be on a level 
with the immaculate dignity of the national congress. 
A Jew, a rabbi, becoming interested in our Secular 
movement, is not strange, because it is evident to 
such that we are necessarily, in the enforcement of 
our demands, antagonizing Christianity, and so is 
the Jew. That our platform is ready to hear the 
speech of those who hav something to say and know 
how to say it, whether it is in harmony or out of 
harmony with the Nine Demands, has formerly been 
considered consistent, without being insulted by the 
chair. And that our rostrum should remain thus 
free is what every man and woman in our ranks will 
maintain, and they will not consent to be gagged. It 
is also equally true that all speeches made on our 
platform, when emancipated men and women meet, 
come within the province of criticism, and must run 
the gauntlet of the same, and no one shall be allowed 
to say, Not so, out of deference to some one mas- 
querading in priestly gown or miter, lest the sensitiv 
ear of such should be pained. 

The true method which our platform has recog- 
nized in years past is as we hav stated—freedom of 
speech courted, all tolerated, with equal freedom to 
use criticism on views spoken, but not on the speaker. 
We said a year ago that there is no compromise 
possible with Christianity. We cannot succeed in 
the realization of our Nine Demands without oross- 
ing every chosen line of Christian work and endeavor. 
Christianity cannot survive a victory won on the line 
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of our Demands. These two forces cannot both be 
crowned with success. One cannot be taught with- 
out denying the other. The presence of the super- 
naturalism in the one and the rights which that pres- 
ence enforces, show how utterly false it is to sup- 
pose that Obristianity could be so stupid as to toler- 
ate or wink at the success of Secularism. Any one 
of the Nine Demands can win recognition only at 
the expense of Ohristianity. The enforcement of all 
of these Demands would annihilate the Christian 
religion. What, then, is more presumptuous than 
the idea that we can in any sense of the word look 

- for, hope for, ask for the coöperation of anyone be- 
lieving the truth of Christianity? Anyone having 
gone so far astray from the fold of the church as to 
offer aid in our cause we gladly take by the hand, 
but if in the presence of this one among us the gag 
rule is to be enforced for fear that the tender feelings 
of this new-comer may be hurt, we only hav to say 
that the acquisition does not pay the expenditure. 
There should be no tricks in our trade, no concealed, 
masked doctria. The church must know, and no 
doubt in fact it does know, that our success will be 
its death-knell It can render us no help, knowing 
that our success is the extinction of priestly rule and 
the dissolving of a hundred thousand of their priestly 
powers. In the ad mission of this fact we are to con. 
sider the method which has hope for our cause. 
Since the close of the last congress this question has 
been somewhat under discussion. But the facts 
stare us in the face; the history of years lies before 
us and demands recognition. 

And what is the proposition that has & promis of 
victory, prompted by the wisdom of those having 
charga of the movement? It is, Send out two 
paid advocates—and thus, by a reasonable implica. 
tion, ruin the work which the workers in the field 
are now doing. Is this not the inevitable result of 
the witless scheme? Their already paid advocates 
would hav the chance, by financial necessity, of 
making all of the engagements, having been paid in 
advance. N 

There are many who would willingly engage these 
paid agents, but who will engage those already in 
the field. Who will want them when a free lecturer 
is ready at hand to work for them? They are 
not inclined to make engagements with lecturers 
when they hav to foot the bills, when the same re- 
sults can be had for the asking. But a still more 
serious objection lies in the fact that free lectures 
can never raise a people up to the point of independ- 
ence and self-reliance, A hundred free lectures in 
Grand Rapids or any other city will never organize 
a self-supporting society. Any method which tends 
to lift the responsibility from off the shoulders of 
the laity is a destructiv method. Their union in 
sacrificing ccOperation with the lecturer is a neces- 
sary factor in winning success. If the American 
Secular Union can raise $5,000, it might be rendered 
useful in one way—divide it among twenty lecturers 
in as many states for the purpose of paying the travel- 
ing expenses of these several advocates. In this 
way many places could be reached and societies 
organized which are not accessible now. With this 
relief these societies could pay the lecturer for his 
lectures, and in most cases this would be done, see- 
ing that they do not hav to pay the traveling ex- 
penses of the lecturer. But even this, and all other 
tried methods, without effectiv organization cannot 
secure the results so much desired. All are con- 
vinced of the need of an organization which will 
secure unity of action. This want has been felt all 
the way through the history of Freethought in our 
modern civilization. 

I cannot see the promis of success upon any other 
line than that of effectiv organization, but I know 
of no organization which secures unity of action, 
outside of heaven and hell, as the foundation, aside 
from political organization. I am fully convinced 
that on this line only can we secure unity of action 
and hope for ultimate success. The reasons for this 
conviction force recognition in the following terms. 
In the first place, all history lends its aid in support 
of this conviction. Ecclesiastical and political organ- 
izations hav persisted through all historical times, 
and they are the only ones which bid fair to continue. 
And when Secularism will seek support such as is 
only found in political organization it will then find 
itself in position to play the winning card. A polit- 
ical organization founded upon the Nine Demands 
of Liberalism, to be modified by a national conven- 
tion as in its wisdom it may deem necessary—a 
movement like this would tend at once to place us 
before the public in such an attitude as would 
giv us existence, recognition, and significance, such 
as we hav never reached. Political organization 
means something, and above all things tends very 
largely to secure unity of action, which we hav never 
had, and hence through this we become a factor in 
national politics. 

Tt is a fact which does not admit of a doubt, that 
in our present isolated individuality we are not 
worthy of mention seriously by the church. It 
knows full well that isolated shooting is usually 
harmless, and is as likely as not to strike within the 
ranks of the shooters. It is in the unity of force 


and action that we can hope to command ajtention 
and provoke discussion. It is the union of our forces 
alone which will inspire hope and confidence. 

The absence of effsotiv organization which is so 
conspicuous among us, places our cause at such a 
discount that it can command nothing. The bright- 
est days with the most enchanting outlook, gave way 
to a succeeding dreadful, gloomy night. View the 
hope which former years inspired going out in the 
blackness of a starless sky. Remember Chautauqua, 
Hornellsville, Rochester, Watkins Glen—twenty or 
thirty speakers on the platform—many hundreds of 
attentiv listeners—hall, music, and speakers’ expenses 
all paid cheerfully. What has become of these in- 
terested hundreds, these scores of speakers? Why 
are these splendid gatherings no more? This ban- 
ner of Freethought which had attractions for thou- 
sands and was cheering the hopes of these devotees, 
is now trailing in the dust not that our cause is not 
in the heart and life of emancipated men and women, 
but because we hav not cohesiv organization to hold 
together the emancipated thousands. The life which 
throbs in the heart and brain in the presence of 
treason against liberty, is still our hope, but this is 
doomed to die without that unity which organization 
can hold in conservation. The history of the world 
shows that success in all ages has come through or- 
ganization. It is true that organization means good 
or ill, and goes down sometimes amid the rush of 
multitudes, but when order comes out of ruin it 
must come through organization. No one need fail 
in seeing the importance, in the light of all history, 
of placing ourselvs before the people of this nation 
in such a light as to force recognition, in that way 
which will command attention. The mercy which 
petitioners plead for is not our method. One cheek 
being smitten, we turn not the other. We demand 
our rights, and by the eternal fitness of things, and 
organization, we shall hav them. 

Under an organization which was political, we 
could determin our strength—a strength which does 
not come of mercy, but a strength which commands. 
And I am fully of the opinion that under a political 
banner we could marshal a hundred to one as we now 
stand, And we may reasonably entertain the hope 
that those under this organization would hav much 
less trouble with fear. In our present position we 
hay many cowards, but with this political organizs- 
tion there will be much less reason for the existence 
of this very uncommendable trait. And in still 
another respect we would hav a decided advantage 
—in the raising of funds. Then we will be able to 
raise a hundred dollars as easily as one now. 

But it wil] be asked, Will our people be willing to 
leave their political affiliations and come into such an 
organization? I think there is no question upon 
this point. The present unstable condition of po- 
litical parties is most favorable to such a movement 
as we hav suggested, and I am of the opinion that 
many thousands would be only too willing to train 
under these terms if they only had the chance. I 
hav talked with many who share our opinions, and 
all are in favor of such a movement and I hav not 
met with a single objector. We hav among us as 
good material in our ranks as there is in the nation, 
and if the throng could find support among our 
leaders, and a convention be called in 1892 and a 
national ticket placed in the field, all would be sur- 
prised at the support and strength it would com- 
mand. I see no other line which has a promis of 
permanent success. J. H. BussHAM. - 

— M ill — — 


The California Liberal Union. 


The third annua! congress of the California State 
Liberal Union was opened in Irving Hall, San Fran- 
cisec, January 29th. Delegates from all parts of the 
state were in attendance, the number increasing 
until during the afternoon session fully one hundred 
members were present. The morning session was 
occupied with the address of the president, Samuel 
P. Putnam. It comprehended a characterization and 
discussion of the forces now arrayed against political 
Secularism and an exposition of the deep, underlying 
principles of philosophical Secularism which govern 
and move the practical elements of Liberalism and 
constitute the logical theory of life, morals, and eco- 
nomics. 

Upon reassembling for the afternoon session the 
regular business was begun. 

The following officers were elected to serve for the 
ensuing year: President, S. P. Putnam; secretary, 
Emil S. Lemme; treasurer, W. H. Eastman; execu- 
tiv committee, Ranford Worthing, of San Diego; 
Philip Cowan, of Pataluma; W. S. Rogers, of Boul- 
der Creek; S. Littlefield, W. F. Freeman, of Stock. 
ton; William Schroeder, of San Francisco; John 
Robinet, of Nipomo; J. E. Olark, of Los Angeles, 
and R. H. Schwartz, of San Jose; committee on spe- 
cial Sunday law legislation, G. E. Macdonald, W. H. 
Eastman, and F. B. Perkins, of San Francisco; A. 
Schell, of Knight’s Ferry; W. F. Freeman, of Stock- 
ton, and R. Butterfield and N. D. Goodell, of Sacra- 
mento. The list of vice-presidents included the 


names of a hundred people distinguished in the move- 


ment in the various cities and towns in the state. 


W. S. Ball on behalf of the proper committee sub- 


mitted the following resolutions : 


1. Resolved, That the Liberals of California, in convention 


assembled, advocate, as the basic principle of this organiza- 
tion, the tota! separation of church and etate; and as neces- 
sary to this end we demand : 


1. The equitable taxation of church property in common 


with other property. 


9. The total discontinuance of religious instruction and 


worship in public gchools, especially the reading of the Bi- 
ble. : 


le 
3. The cessation of all appropriations of public funds for 


institutions of a sectarian or religious nature. 


4, The abolition of chaplaincies in Congress and state leg- 


islatures. 


5. The discontinuance of the practice of appointment, by 


the president or governors, of religious festivals, faste, or 
Thanksgiving days. 


6. The abolition of the religious oath in our courts and 


all other public places. 


Resolved, That we condemn the efforts of the National Re. 


form Association, the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
the American Sabbath Union, the churches generally, and all 
other organizations whatsoever, to secure the passage of a 
Sunday law in the state of California; and that we pledge 
ourselvs to oppose all such efforts to the extent of our power 
and ability. 


Resolved, That we also oppose and condemn the attempt 


now being made to induce the committee having the matter 
in charge to close the World’s Columbian Exposition on San- 
day; that we should regard such a course as unjust to ex- 
hibitors and visitors alike ; as inimical to the best success of 
the Fair and public good; as an unconstitutional recognition 
of the claims of the church by the state; as in every respect 
narrow and puritanical, and calculated to expose America 
and her people to the just ridicule and contempt of the civil- 
ized world. 


Resolved, That we recommend that the World’s Columbian 


Exposition to be held in Chicago in 1893 be kept open on 
every Sunday during its continuance. 


Resolved, That we sympathize with all movements of an 


economic nature calculated to improve the condition of the 
laboring people—the farmer, the artisan, or the professional 


man. 

Resolved, That in discountenancing a union of church and 
state we base our opinion not alone upon the unconstitution- 
ality of such a union, but also upon the conviction which we 
hold that the main dogmas of religion taught by the churches, 
and which they are endeavoring to incorporate into the or- 
ganic law of the country, are unproved, unprovable, and de- 
monstrably false; that religions are essentially tyrannical, and 
as inimical to mental freedom as to civil liberty; that super- 
stition is as mischievous in the mind of the individual as in 
the statute-books of the nation; and that thertfore we are as 
strongly pledged to aggressiv warfare upon this evil wher- 
ever found as when its tenets are enforced upon us in the 
form of legal enactments. 


Resolved, That with reference to the prevailing discussion 


of the attitude of the American Secular Union toward the 
dogmas of the church, we regard the Secularization of the 
people generally as not second in importance to the Secular- 
ization of the state. 
neutrality to that which is false is equivalent to tacit indorse- 
ment of it, and that in assuming ita present position our 
national organization has surrendered a full halt of its power 
for good. We recommend that the California state Liberal 
Union defer affiliation with the American Secular Union 
until the limits to the scope of that organization are enlargeds 


We are of the opinion that avowed 


A long discussion took place over a resolution 


sanctioning Nationalism, the Stanford loan bill, and 


single tax, and it was rejected. 

Resolutions of regret were adopted at the death of 
Vice-Presidents J. W. North, Mrs. R. H. Schwartz, 
Oolonel H. L. Kuight, and Mrs. Kate Parke. The 
Union also deplores the death of J. P. Mendum, and 
the serious illness of Charles Bradlaugh. 

The closing address of the afternoon was deliv- 
ered by Prof. W. S. Bell. “Where May Justice Be 
Found?" was the title of his essay. Justice,“ he 
gaid, “is not made in legislatures or tribunals ; it is 
discovered in the strata of society. Oalvinism and its 
horrors of infinit justice and glory, when viewed by 
man’s reason, is insanity. Is it just for God to tell 
us to forgiv our enemies while be rosats his in ever- 
lasting fire? Is it just to compel men to believe 
that which they cannot think, to obey iu blind are- 
dulity where they do not know? Oan we love a God 
whom we never saw? The child asks: ‘Who made 
God? The mother or father answers: Shut up! 
Is it just? : 

The evening session was not strictly under the di- 
rection of the Libera! Union, but under that of the 
Freethought society. The merubers of both organi- 
zations filled the hall to honor the memory of Thomas 
Paine, the anniversary of whose birth was cele- 
brated. A number of ladies and gentlemen rendered 
several heartily applauded vocal and instrumental ge- 
lections and recitations. Dancing followed and con- 
tinued until a late hour. The speaker of the evening, 
N. B. Ravlin, paid an eloquent tribute to Paine, re- 
viewing the events of his checkered career, and de- 
nouncing in vigorous words the prejudice, bigotry, 
and intolerance that had prevailed against the dis- 
tinguished patriot.”— Chronicle. 


— . — — — 
Resolutions of Sympathy. 

At memorial services held by the Chicago Secular 
Union, February 1s, in honor of the late J osish P. 
Mendum and Charles Bradlaugh, the following rego- 
lutions were presented by George Schilling, and 
adopted by the society : 

Resolved, That in the death of J. P. Mendum, of Boston, 
and Charles Bradlaugh, of England, the Liberal world 
mourns the loss of two of its most pronounced champions of 
the intellectual progress of mankind. A 

Resolved, That the Secular Union of Chicago acknowl- 
edges their great services to mankind and commends their 
courage and fidelity to the cause of mental freedom the 


world over. 
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consigned to the hottest corner, or treated leniently ; 
and thé story ends with Jesus seizing the prince 
of hell, trampling on Death, and taking Adam 
bodily with him to heaven. 

Then follow several spurious Epistles of Paul; 
the Acts of Paul and Thecla; the Epistles of 
Clement, and of Barnabas; the Epistle of Ignatius 
to the Ephesians; and to the Magnesians and 
many others. 

Most of these books were believed in during the 
first few centuries of the Christian era, and many 
of them were defended by the most eminent of 
the early fathers of the church. 

The Jews who know Jesus and saw him day by 
day, believed so little in him that they crucified him. 
When, however, Jesus had been dead—assuming, of 
course, that a man of that name who went about 
proclaiming unpopular doetrins, and who, ultimately, 
was put to death for sedition, ever lived—when, I 
say, Jesus had been dead a few years, a number of 
ignorant and enthusiastic persons, led by Paul and 
others, went about proclaiming themeelvs 1 
11 x in Jesus, but saying nothing about his supernatura 
Virgin Mary, his mother, by James the Lesser, cousin | sharacter, and by virtue of their earnestness and en- 
and brother of the Lord Jesus, chief apostle and the | thusiasm won over to them a large number of adher- 
bishop of the Christians in Jerusalem." This gospel | , i 
was generally credited by the early Christians. 

Then we hav that remarkable book called the Gos- 
pel of the Infancy, which is crammed fall of the 
grossesb absurdities and incredibilities, but which 
writings were regarded as authentic by such eminent 
fathers of the church as Eusebius, Athanasius, 
Epiphanius, Chrysostom, eto. In this gospel Jesus 
is represented to hav said to his mother, while in the 
cradle: “Mary, I am Jesus the son of God, that 
word which thou didst bring forth according to the 
declaration of the angel Gabriel to thee, and my 
father hath sent me for the salvation of the world.” 

Kaowing baby! It is a pity that in the so-called 
authentic gospels this information is concealed, and 
Mary is represented to hav known nothing of the 
wonderful character of the infant to which she had 
given birth ! 

If the gospels be true Mary was the mother of 
God almighty, and yet she did not know it. She 
actually had the good sense to think that a child 
who was born could not hav been eternal; that a 
child who was less than twenty inches long could 
not logieslly be regarded as infinit; that & helpless 
child that had to be suckled at the breast could not 
be accurately described as almighty. 

So Mary regarded Jesus in the same light as she 
did the other members of her numerous family. 

In the Gospel of the Infancy the swaddling 
clothes of Jesus healed a boy who was possessed of 
devils, which flew away in the shape of crows aud 
serpents. Poor devils! or poor erows! 

Young Jesus went to school like other good boys, 
but the first thing he did was to atterapt to teach 
his schoolmaster Greek, and when the master remon- 
strated by holding up the cane wherewith to punish 
the audacious boy Jesus coolly sffüicted him with 
palsy so that the weapon fell to the ground. After 
school hours Jesus used to amuse himself by playing 
ab games with his school eompanions. 

One day he played with Judas at making clay 
figures and mud pies. Judas made some clay birds ; 
then Jesus did likewise; and the only difference 
between the two was to be seen in this: that when 
Judes had completed his birds they lay flat upon the 
ground, whereas those made by Jesus when com- 
plete got up and flew away; which reminds me of 
the story of an American humorist who said that he 
painted a picture of a ginger beer bottle so naturally 
that the cork flew out before he had time to paint 
the string to hold it in with. 

In this same gospel we get a glimpse of Joseph at 
work. It appears that Joseph was not a competent 
workman, and on one occasion he received an order 
from the king of Jerusalem to make a throne, and 
when Joseph had completed it the throne was found 
to be four spans short of the appointed measure, so 
that it was utterly impossible for the king to squeeze 
his large proportions into the seat thereof. 

The king was naturally indignant. What was to 
be done? 

Joseph thought of his boy—or rather Mary’s boy. 

Jesus was called upon the scene and he immedi- 
ately settled the difficulty by stretching the throne 
to the size required. 

And Christians for centuries stretched their mouths 
wide enough to swallow this story, until some heret- 
ical priest came forward and pronounced it spurious. 

Then follows the Gospel of Nicodemus, formerly 
called the Acts cf Pontius Pilate. This book is sup- 
posed to hav been fabricated toward the end of the 
third century. It seems to hav been written for the 
purpose of vindicating the character of Pontius 
Pilate from the aspergions of the Jaws. The most, 
interesting chapter in the book is that which giva an 
account of the arrival of Josus at hell gates and 
the quarrel between Satan and the prince of hell 
—most Ohristians fancy that Satan is the prince of 
the lower regions, but in that as in most other 
things they are wrong—as to what should be done 
with him; in point of fact whether be shall be 


| Communications. 


‘Christianity and Evolution. 
THE APOCRYPHAL GOSPELS AND TRADITION CONCERNING 
; JESUS. 

It should never be forgotten by those who wish to 
form a just estimate concerning Jesus Ohrist and his 
teachings that, for the first three centuries after his 
alleged death, the gospels most frequently referred 
to, or quoted, were those which are now admitted to 
be spurious, and which now form part of what are 
called the Apocryphal Gospels. 

In Hone’s edition of the Apoeryphal New Testa- 
ment, we hav the Gospel of the Birth of Mary, 
which, in primitiv ages, was attributed to St. 
Matthew, and regarded as genuin by many of the 
ancient Christian sects. 

This gospel is to be found in the works of St. 
Jerome, 9 father of the church, who died 420 a.D. 

“The Gospel of the Protevangelion, or an histor- 
ical account of the birth of Christ, and the perpetual 


nts. 

„Gibbon tells us that the early Christians were “an 
ignorant rabble ;" and it was from this class that the 
early disciples of Jesus were won. As an organiza- 
tion, however, Christianity made, comparativly speak- 
ing, very little progress until Constantine took it 
under his protecting wing. 

Then Christianity became a power in the state. 
It then gained a political significance. 

But, practically, what did the Christians of the 
first three centuries succseding the death of Jesus, 
know concerning the merits or demerits, the truth 
or falsehood, of Christian claims? Nothing. 

They did not see Jesus perform his alleged won- 
ders; they did not hear his Sermon on the Mount; 
they did not see him crucified ; they did not see him 
rise from the dead. In fact, they had no more evi- 
dence than we hav concerning these things. They 
believed what they were told; they accepted the 
stories of tradition without question; they were too 
ignorant to inquire elosely into the evidence, and 
consequently their belief only served to demonstrate 
their credulity and not their wisdom. 

These stories about Jesus, to use the powerful lan- 
guage of Colonel Ingersoll, “for coniuriss lived 
in the open mouth of credulity.” The iguorant peo- 
ple were fed on nothing else. Iiis no wonder, there- 
fore, that in time they baceme exceedingly enthusias- 
tio about them, and were prepared to go to any 


their uncultivated condition to be palpable truths. 
ARTHUR B. Moss. 


Ls 
To the Brotherhood of Moralists. 


requests. 

J sm not an Anarchist, Communist, superstition- 
ist, religionist, immoralist, or Spiritualist. 

This locks as though I would make an acgeptable 
member, yet I am more obnoxious to this Brother- 
hood than any of these, for one good resson—thai 
is, I know too much. I know that people liv after 
they go through so-called death, as weil as I know 
they liv here. And J also know that every honest 
person with ordinary sense, by using the necessary 
means, can know this as well as I do. 

This knowledge of life after so-called death is a 
scientific fact—a fact demonstrable beyond the least 
shadow of & doubt. And there is no more religion 
about it than there is about eating your dinner or 
digging a ditch. 

Spiritualism is a religion, a belief (see Webster), 
and Spiritualists attempt to prove their religion true 
by spirit phenomena. They present these facts, 
natural phenomena, to prove their pious fraud, relig- 
ion, to be a truth; and with as much reason and 
truth as the Christians claim that geology proves 
that the creation as recorded in their holy Bible is 
true. Bui the facts of geology, the records of the 
rocks, completely destroy this creation reeord. So 
the facts of spiritology, spirit phenomena, will đe- 
stroy not only Ohristianity, with its many creeds— 
and Spiritualism is one of these—bué ali religions. 
The sciences, geography, geology, astronomy, eto, 
hav greatly weakened the hold of religion on the 
human mind. Now the science, spiritology, has 
been discovered, and is struggling for recognition by 
the truth seekers, struggling in the hands of iis eno- 
mies, the religious Spiritualists, who are making 
great efforts to twist these natural facts into evidence 
that their religion is true. . 

This new-dissovered science strikes the lash and 
deadly blow at this inhuman monster called religion, 
which, according to the historical record of past 
ages, has been the man-eating tiger that bas terror- 
ized the world. 

Every science has iis psculiar and distines mode 
of investigation, and spiritology is no exception. Tis 
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ranca to knowledge. 
nothing for reform; since then, I hav been continu- 


length in their support of what appeared to them in 


I hav reseived several invitations from you to join 
the Brotherhood, and here I wish to giv some of my 
principal reasons for not complying with these 


conditions are as exact and definit as those of ehem- - 
istry. It is governed by the same law that the uni- 
verse is governed, and everything that is in it—the 
law of cause and effect; the same cause always pro- 
ducing the same effect, and as the cause changes the 
effect also changes. 


This law of cause and effect is the only governing 


power that man has ever been able to discover. 


Religiously speaking, I am an Atheist, I know all 


gods and all religions are frauds ; scientifically speak- 
ing, I am a Naturalist, everything that is is natural; 
there is not anything outside nature. 


Good and bad, true and false, pleasure and pain, 


are each the result of a definit and natural cause; 
this is a scientific fact, but religion has a god or gods 
that act in utter disregard to this law of cause and 
effect, working miracles, ard so every strange occur- 
rence with cause unknown is called by religious peo- 
ple a miracle. 


During the past sges of recorded and traditional 


history, spirit phenomens of various kinds hav often 
occurred, but hav been misunderstood, or selfishly 
used to gain power over ignorant and superstitious 
people; this mental servitude and darkness are yield- 
ing to the power of light, of reason, thought, investi- 
gation, and the discovery of facts upon which mod. 
ern science is built. Among all these facts there are 
none of more importance to man than spirit phenom- 
ena. 


The discovery of these facts, nearly ten years ago, 
was to me the greatest and most important event in 


my past life; there was the turning-point in my life 


from mental torture to happiness, and from igno- 
Now, before this event I did 


ally on the battlefield of progress and reform, and in 
the thickest of the fight. : 

` And you, the Brotherhood of Moralists,” would 
hav me not only giv up this knowledge, but also aid 
in forcing it back from and out of the minds of man- 
kind. You are working on the same line with the 
bigoted and persecuting Christians, siding them to 
drive mediumship from the earth, which, if left to do 
its work, will destroy both your creed and theirs. 
The Christian ereed is a relic of the dark ages. Its 
policy is and always has been, rule or ruin. It claims 
perfection and all knowledge worth knowing, forbids 
investigation, and perseentes, to the extent of its 
power, everybody who disbelieves its wicked and 
cruel oreed. And you, the Brotherhood, hav pledged 
yourseivs to do the same—to not investigate spirit 
phenomena yourselves, or allow if possible anyone else 
bo do so, and to destroy, break up, and (you call it) 
expose mediums wherever and whenever you can. 
This is the obvious meaning of your obligation, and 
for you to use the word “ brotherhood " and call your- 
Selva moralisis and reformers, in this age of progress, 
and then take an obligation to close your eyes and 
minds sgainsb investigating cartain natural phenom- 
ena, and prevent others from doing so, if you can, 
plaecs you side by side with religion. Your obliga- 
tion in this partiouler is also a relie of the dark and 
misty past, when religion reigned supreme, when the 
pious attempted fo destroy all knowledge but so- 
called godly knowledge, and only desiring a very lim- 
ited supply of that, and prevent all investigation of 
natural phenomena, lest nature should prove the 
Christian religion to be untrue. 

My object in writing this article is to present facts 
and ideas to thinking people, and induce, if possible, 
antireligious men and women to form circles for in- 
vestigation of spirit phenomena (nob Spiritualism). 
I appeal to people who are honest and reasonable 
enough not to condemn, like religious people, with- 
out investigation, which can be made by following 
the concise directions here given. 

I will giv these instructions for forming circles to 
investigate spirit phenomena. 

Persons to compose the circle should be absolute 
unbelievers in spirit phenomena, God, religion, or 
life after death; in number from two to six or more 
as convenient, half male snd half femele if possible 
mixed circles sre better than all of either sex. 

Sit around s common, clean dining-iable without 
any cloth on it (a solid top is best), as if you were 
going to eat, flat-footed and hands flat, palms down 
on the table; hav the room perfectly dark; sit quiet 
and ss negativ as possible, that is, without activ or 
wandering thoughts, but with the mind on the busi- 
ness of the occasion. Let the sitting be from 8 to 9 
o'clock at night, two evenings a week, say Sunday 
and Thursday, sit regular on these nights only; sit 
if possible with no two of the same sex next to each 
other; let each hav his or her regular place to sit. 
If there is strong medium at the table, you may 
get some demonstration the first or second sitting. 
This may be physical, such ag raps, tipping of the 
table, or the involuntary moving of some one’s hand ; 
this means writing, sud the person whose hand is so 
moved should hold a pencil on a slate each sitting 
theresfter with the hand that was moved. 

Some one may become clairvoyant and see what 
the others cannot, or olairaudient and hear what the 
others cannot, or some one may be entranced or con- 
iroled. When entranced, persons are unconscious 
of what they say or do; when controled, they know 
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all that they say or do, but cannot prevent it or do | 


otherwise. 


If you get raps, make arrangement with the rapper 
that one rap means no; two raps, do not know; 
three raps, yes; and five raps, a call by the. rapper 


for the alphabet. 


Appoint one person to do the talking, and to avoid. 
confusion hav that person to repeat every question at 


that sitting to the rapper. 


To use the alphabet either on call or by consent of 


the rapper, and thereby get names and sentences 
spelled out to you, begin a, 5, c, until the letter is 
called that is wanted, which will be indicated by a 
single rap. Write this letter down and proceed as 
before until the communication is complete. 

The sitters, before beginning, should agree to hav 
st least twelve regular sittings, the same persons 
only and no one else, on the same evenings, twice a 
week, and at the same hour; then if no result, let 
the tired or disgusted ones stay away, and if you can, 


reform the circle with some new members and pro- 


ceed as before. 

Some circles may make a failure from various 
causes too tedious to mention here, but very seldom 
for lack.of mediumship in a circle of six or more. 

A tingling sensation beginning in the fingers, ex- 
tending to the hands and arme, points out the me- 
dium; this sensation sometimes extends to the 
whole body, which indicates entrancement or control ; 
the person feeling this sensation should remain quiet, 
not move or get excited, or. mentally resist. The 
whole circle should keep quiet. No danger whatever 
may take place. Do not allow any ruffianism, such as 
sticking pins in entranced persons. In the first 
place, do nof go into a eirele when you hav nof got 
the most implicit confidence in the honesty of every 
person in it, then you will not accuse each other of 
playing the fraud; hav no one in the room except 
those in the circle, and quiet outside. 

Talk to this invisible worker exactly as you 
would to a human being, without regard to what you 
may believe or think as to the cause of what is tak- 
ing place, and whatever the communications may be 
do not giv up the investigation. The important fact 
is, not so much what you get, as that some one can 
talk back across the dead line, for whether you think 
if or nob you are communing with human beings 
who are living outside of their earth body, and if 
you push your investigation you will be convinced 
of this beyond the least shadow of a doubt; but do 
not believe anything these people tell you, unless 
you hav to; do not do anything foolish or against 
your judgment by their advice ; remember, so-called 
death takes no more effect on an individual than 
stepping from one room into another. 

As steam is the moving power of the engin, so 
magnetism is the element used by spirits to produce 
these phenomena, and the will-power of the spirits 
is used to control and direct this magnetism. 

If the antireligious people will investigate spirit 
phenomena, separate it from religion, and place it 
where it belongs among the sciences, they will find 
they can banish religion and its gods, saviors, angele, 
devils, heavens, and helis from the minds of mankind 
far Cr than by ali other means combined with- 
out it. l 
. This science, spiritology, generally known and 
demonstrated will stop the flow of people into the 
church, and cause its most intelligent members to 
leave it until only a few pious fanatics are left, and 
when these pass out religion will cease to exist. 

Fear, mystery, and ignorance of what so-called 
death really is, and what there is after, is the great- 
est stock in trade of all religions. The knowledge 
of spirit phenomena removes these completely, and 
leaves the advocates of religion without their soare- 
crow argument, even with the most ignorant people. 
I hay found it a most powerful weapon, and with it 
religion can be struck a harder biow than with any 
other argument, for it is religion’s last and moat 
powerful enemy. W. L. Wins. 

Kokomo, Ind. 

— ———— 
. Gems Culled From the Religious Press. 


The Independent publishes an article from the 
pen of Samuel T. Spear, D.D., LL.D. (and we will 
not add with Doctor Pangloss, an A. S. S.). It is a 
ponderous outburst and is called the “ Judicial 
Power of Christ.“ It quotes the Bible continuously, 
among the first of which is, The God of the Bible is 
in that book and in human forms of thought and 
modes of statement represented as possessing and ex- 
ercising judicial power." His throne is in the heav- 
ens and justice and judgment are the habitation 
thereof.’ “From his decisions there is no appeal, no 
review, no correction.” “The entire Bible is pervaded 
with this view of God.” “The second advent of 
Christ and the immediately ensuing judgment day 
are revealed facts.” Of couree, this imaginary God 
is a judge, jury, and executioner all in one. We hav 
always understood him to be so, and also that he is 
going to take vengeance on those who hav not been 
properly introduced to him and take but little stock 
in his fiery threats, but this particular D.D. and 


thing which has not yet taken place is a revealed fact. 
If I say that Jones's election to Congress at the next 
election is a revealed fact some one who regards 
truth more than courtesy might quite naturally call 
me a liar, and if I was sober I should say he was right. 
But “respect for the cloth” compels me to modify 
my judgment on this highly educated and titleized 
exhibit by merely remarking that his introduction to 
truth has as yet been deferred. 

The massing together of words like messianic, 
Pauline, judgment, mediatorial, reign, proclamation, 
supreme court of the universe, eto., no doubt has the 
desired effect upon religious dupes, and we let them 
go, but when facts and truth sre quoted we call for 
the proofs and never get them. Please confine your- 
selvs, gentlemen of the clergy, to mythological 
mysteries, for you will certainly be shipwrecked if 
ou attempt to land upon the shore of truth. 


The Observer editorially speaks of “Oritical Prop- 
aganda,” and incidentally publishes a commends- 
tory letter in which a theological student thanks the 
editor for condemning the “advanced criticism” in- 
dulged in by theological seminaries. 

The editor of the Observer is quite right; any kind 
of criticism, be it “advanced” or primary, is equally 
fatal in the manufacturing of an all-around orthodox 
theologian. We are astonished to hear that a theo- 
logical student is capable of criticising. We hav 
been informed that due care is always taken to secure 
students whose mental faculties are sufficiently be- 
numbed by allopathic doses of superstition adminis- 
tered from the cradle up, to withstand all invitations 
to question “the truth of the word of God.” We 
would suggest for the benefit of. the editor of the 
Observer, the organization of an examining board of 
phrenological experts whose duty it shall be to reject 
candidates for the ministry whose bump of inquis- 
itivness reaches up to the average. This must be 
done. No theology in the world will bear question- 
ing.: It is not made for that purpose—it is made to 
be accepted, and if not accepted, you may be 
damned. : 


The Christian Union reproduces a sermon of Dr. 
Abbott in which he contrasis the activity and growth 
of Roman Oastholicism in Brooklyn with the apathy 
of Protestantism, and reads a lesson to his church 
on the value of unify. He thanks God that the 
Roman Catholies hav increased from twenty thou- 
sands to more than a quarter of a million, the 
churches from eighteen to one hundred and fifty, 
twenty asylums and hospitals established, and 
twenty-eight thousand children gathered in the paro- 
chial schools. Dr. Abbott is thankful for this, even 
if it is Roman Catholie prosperity. 

It will be observed that beggary and Obristianity 
go hend in hand, and it is the especial delight of the 
church to be considered charitable. It importunes 
the man that is struggling to keep the wolf from his 
own door to assist in driving the animal out of an 
unfortunate neighbor's house. Did it ever occur to 
Dr. Abbott or Bishop Loughlin that it would bea 
good idea to unify their forces, sound the bugle call, 
and make a concerted attack upon that gaunt and 
hungry wolf who exists by virtue of injustice, rout 
him, kill him, and forever bury him, that the stain 
and ignominy of pauperism may become but a relic 
of civilized barbarism? The deep blush of shame 
should diffuse itself over the clerical face of every 
minister of the gospel at this debasement of members 
of his own race reduced to the pitiful attitude of 
beggars! Millions of acres of land untilled, unused, 
of no use to humanity, to whom it belongs, held out 
of use by owners whose titles are all illegal, no man 
ever having lived who has an unimpeachable right to 
exelusiv ownership in land. It is for the living not 
for the dead, and yet the edicts of the dead assist in 
its monopolization. Je lovers of men,” why do you 
not seek the cause of poverty, and having found it 
extirpate it at all hazards? This doleful charity is 
debasing to its recipients, a burden to contributors, 
and inflating to its distributors. Is it not disgrace- 
ful that under the universal beneficence of nature 
man should be a beggar? It is not charity that the 
world needs to regenerate if and make men come 
closer together as partakers of one common destiny, 
it is simply justice, which, however, will not advance 
one single step until bigoted superstition has been 
replaced by the acceptance of the simple truth of the 
omnipotence of nature and the consequent perfect 
mental liberty of man. 


The Christian Herald, the mouthpiece of the 
athletic clerical clown whose gyrations hav convulsed 
the universe, givs expression to the following Tal- 
magian fable: “ Intelligence, art, eloquence, without 
the Christian religion is defamation, ruin, disaster, 
woe.” 

Let the pantaloon stop the clown for a moment, 
and ask: Is not intelligence, art, eloquence, with 
the Obristian religion, defamation, ruin, disaster, 


LL.D.is the first man that has asserted that some- | woe? 


LA 


Do not these curses a£ present overtop the “ bless- 
ings" of the Christian religion? 

Defamation ig common enough, and ruin, disaster, 
and woe are the common heritage of the millions of 
the earth. 

And yet Christianity claims predominance, and 
everything else within reach. The present unjust 
conditions, the prevalent mockery of human rights, 
are a sufficient answer to the impoteno of religion 
as a remedial agent in human affairs. It claims to 
know something of a future life. As a matter of 
fact it knows absolutely nothing, and has never ad- 
vanced a shadow of procf that it does. 

But like the veiled prophet of Mokanns, whose 
brow was covered with the silver veil “ to hide from 
mortal sight his dazzling brow till man could bear 
its light,” this ancient bugaboo, this mythologica 
horror, a man-God-creator, is being revealed, his 
ugliness exposed, his absurd claims denied, and his 
personality relegated back from whence it came to 
the ancient sepulcher of discarded gods. 


The Evangelist heads an obituary of a no doubt 
worthy old lady, “An Eleot Lady.” There may be 
no doubt of her election, but we question the good 
taste of calling her an elect lady and omitting the 
same title over the heads of other obituaries. 

It is enough to make the Presbyterian spine of a 
lamenting husband chill to the freezing-point to no- 
lice such an omission in his wife's obituary. If the 
Evangelist has in its possession a revised list of the 
elect, it might be well to advertise the fact, so that 
prospectiv widows or widowers might make arrange- 
ments to hav their expected defuncts enrolled before 
they collapse. This would secure the title “elect” 
and avoid collision with the editor. 


The Christian Advocate has been requested to 
advise the Methodist churches whether or not they 
should receive the money bequeathed to them by 
Emma Abbott. The reply comes with a crisp busi- 
ness ring, Certainly.” “The gift of all money 
which the owner has a legal aud moral right to dis- 
pose of should be received by churches.” The 
church prohibits its members from attending thea- 
ters, holding that they are evil and immoral places. 
The exalted principle which actuates the Christian 
church in its business dealings with the world can 
best be set forth by following to its logical sequence 
its action in this particular case. 

A bank fails, fraud is suspected and proved, hun- 
dreds lose their money, a trial is had, no legal claim 
ean be sustained against the robbers, and a compro- 
mise is effected which leaves the thieves quite 
wealthy. They are immoral men, but they hav a 
legal right to dispose of the fruits of their thievery 
and they giv itto the church. Of course the church 
accepts it. Now, says the deacon, if you can steal 
and prove that you did «ot steal bring us the money 
and we will take it. We will receive the income of 
immorality, but we are obliged to knock it silly in 
the pulpit. 


The Churchman, in a lengthy article on General 
Booth’s scheme to rescue one-tenth of London 
from pauperism and crime, finds two points of 
weakness, which it believes are fatal to its success. 
One ig the petty jealousies of the churches, the 
other the non-arrest of the economie causes which 
hav created the problem itself. 

The first of these points, that of the jeslousies 
of the various denominations, might be cured by 
the disbandment of the churches as such, and a 
reunion of the members for the practical solution 
of the economic causes which hav produced the 
condition, and their abolishment. 

Then would be the commencement of the tran- 
sition which must cause the granting of the long- 
withheld right of the people to the use of the land. 
Justice demands it; the solution of the problem de- 
mands it; hunger, misery, and woe cry out for it, 
and they must not ery in vain. 

WILLIAM ALLEN Sura. 
— — —— — — 

Increase of Freethinkers and Indifferentists. 

I hav made up the following table, the figures be- 
ing taken from Whittaker's: 


ENGLISH-SPEAKING RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES OF THE WORLD. 


1888 1890 Increase 

iscopaliang. 22.500.000 23,000,000 500,000 
8 : 16,550,000 16,950,000 400.000 
Roman Catholics, 15,000,000 15, 200.000 200,009 
Presbyterians, 11,000,000 11,000,000 no inc’se 
Baptists, 8,450,000 8.600.000 150.000 
Freethinkers, 2,000.000 2,500,000 1,500,000 
Of no particular religion, 11,500,000 18,500,000 2,000,000 


The foregoing show for themselve—‘ figures do 
not lie"—and an excellent move has been made to 
such an extent that it will not be many years, at this 


rate of increase, before we are “atop of the heap." 
BARKER. 


— — . — 
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An Open Letter to the Postmaster. General. 


To Joun, WANAMAKER, Postmaster-GEeNERAL OF THE 
Uxrrzp Starzs: —— 

Dear Sir: In your report for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1890, which you hav kindly forwarded 
to me, I find in explanation of your act excluding 
from the mails “ a translation of a questionable book," 
these paragraphs : 


** An act of Congress passed March 3, 1878 (R. S., section 
8893), provided, * That no obscene, lewd, or lascivious book, 
pawphlet, picture, paper, print, . shall be carried 
in the mail ;’ and further, that any person who should know- 
ingly mail or cause to be mailed, or who should knowingly 
receive or cause to be received, from the mails articles be- 
fore declared to be non-máilable should be deemed to be 
guilty of a misdemeanor. and liable to a fine of not less than 
$100 nor more than $5,000, or to imprisonment at hard labor 
for not less than one year or more than ten years. It was 
goon found that it was not enough merely to provide for the 
exclusion of ‘obscene, lewd, and lascivious? publications, 
but that publications that were simply ‘indecent’ had also 
better be excluded; and accordingly Congress, by the act 
of July 12, 1876 (19 Btat., p. 90), extended the prohibitions 
by adding thereto the words, * or other publications of an in- 
decent character, and by forbidding not only the carriage of 
such matter in the mails, but *the delivery of it from any 
post-office or by any letter-carrier;’ so that the statute was 
amended to read as follows: 

„Every obscene, lewd, or lascivions book, pamphlet, picture, 

paper, writing, print, or other puh^lication of an indecent character 

. is hereby declared to be non-mailab!e matter, and shall not 

be conveyed in the mails, nor delivered from any post-office, nor 
by any letter-carrier.’ 

“The statute was thus broadened by prohibiting the 
transmission of any matter offensiv to modesty, or tending 
to subvert respect for decency and morality, first by consti. 
tuting the postmaster-general the judge of the character of 
such matter to forbid its carriage in the mails (which could 
only be prevented by executiv order), and second by leaving 
to judicial action the duty of imposing pena!ties. 

* It does not matter whether or not a given publication 
presented for mailing appears, by complaint or otherwise, 
to a postmaster to be ‘obscene, lewd, or lascivious,’ if it 
does appear to be ‘indecent.’ He is obliged, in order not to 
become a law-breaker, to refer the questionable point to the 
proper department official. It does not matter, when the 
referee considers the question, whether the given publication 
is merely obscene, lewd, or lascivious.’ If it is simply in- 
decent, he must exclude it or break the law. A translation 
of a questionable book was, as matter of fact, presented 
some months since at the post-office in a Western city for 
transmission in the mails. It was held and referred to this 
department. The assistant attorney-general, finding it in. 
decent under any definition of the word, issued an order ex- 
cluding it. To exclude the book was the simple duty of the 
department. For myself I never discuss the policy or wis- 
dom of breaking the law, and the officials of the post-office 
department do not. 


Some hav said that the exclusion of a book only draws 
attention to it and makes the damage caused by its sale the 
greater. That, as conceive, is no affair of a sworn public 
official. Moreover, the ‘advertising’ which it is held the 
department gave the objectionable publication was entirely 
due to the thrifty bluster of the publisher who, however 
much he complained of the injustice of the decision of. the 
department, never appealed to the postmaster-general to hav 
it reversed. The question is not pertinent, either, why the 
department does not exclude certain other publications from 
the mails which are admitted to be indecent. It treats these 
cases Only as they are brought to its attention; and one 
complaint is considered as carefully as another. To try to 
pursue any other policy—to try to find publications which 
on one pretext or another might be excluded—would be to 
try to establish a real censorship of the mails, which is en- 
tirely foreign to what I conceive to be the duty. of the 
postmaster-general.” 

In a marginal title to the subject you are discuss- 
ing, you say also that the postmaster-general is 
obliged to act when applied to," and in the ease of 
the: book alluded to that to exclude “any matter 
offensiv to modasty, or tending to subvert respect 
for decency and morality,” is “the simple duty of 
the department.” 

I now respectfully apply to you for a decision on 
a book published in this city and other places, and 
which can be found in nearly every bookstore in the 
country, and is sent through the mails daily. The 
title of the book is as follows : 

THE 
HOLY BIBLE, 
CONTAINING THE 
OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS: 
TRANSLATED OUT OF 
THE ORIGINAL TONGUES; 
i AND WITH 
TuE Former TRANSLATIONS DILIGENTLY COMPARED AND 
REVISED. ; 
NEW YORK: 
AMERIOAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
INSTITUTED IN THE YEAR MDCOOXVI. 
1890. f 

The volume appears to be made up of little books 
bound together. To facilitate your examination of 
the work—which, for fear you may never hav seen it, 
I forward with this letter by express, charges pre- 
paid—-I would respectfully refer you to chapters iv, 
xvi, xvii, xviii, xix, xx, xxi, xxix, xxxiv, xxxviii, xxxix, 
and others of the book called Genesis ; chapters iv, 
xiii, xxii, xxxiii, xxxiv, and others of the book 
called Exodus; chapters xv, xviii, xx, xxi, and 
others of the book called Leviticus; chapters v, 
xxxi, and others of the book called Numbers; 
chapters xxi, xxii, xxiii, and others of the book called 
Deuteronomy ; chapters ii, vi, and others of the book 
called Joshua; chapters xvi, xix, xx, xxi, of the book 
called Judges; chapter iii and others of the book 
called Ruth; chapters i, ii, xix, and others of the 
book called 1 Samuel; chapters iii, vi, xvi, and others 
of the book called 2 Samuel; chapters i, xi, xvi, and 
others of the book called 1 Kings; chapter ix of the 
book called 2 Kings; chapters xxxi, xl, and others 
of the book called Job; chapters v, xxiii, and others 
of the collection called Proverbs; chapters i, ii, v, 
vii, viii, and others of the book called Solomon’s 
Song; chapters lvii and others of the book called 
Isaiah ; chapters i, ii, iii, xlix, and others of the book 
called Jeremiah ; chapters iv, xvi, xxiii, and others of 
the book called Ezekiel; chapters i, ii, iii, iv, and 
others of the book called Hosea; chapter i of the 
book called Micah ;. chapter i of the book called St. 
Matthew; chapter vii of the book called St. Mark; 
chapters i and ii of the book called St. Luke; chapter 
viii of the book called St. John; chapters i and iv of 
the book called an epistle £o the Romans; chapters 
v, vi, vii, and others of the book called an epistle to 
the Corinthians; chapter xvii of the book called Rev- 
elation, and such other passages as Mr. Tyner may 
find, if. indeed he find these, to be obnoxious to the 
atatutes cited by you in justification of the exclusion 


from the mails of the book alluded to. 


Iam also told—but this, it seems to me, is incred- 
ible—that this volume is read ina great many public 
schools every morning by the scholars, boys and 
girls indiscriminately, and that if is even claimed to 
be a source of that decency and morality for which 
you and I hav such deep respect. If this bo true, it 
is a great aggravation of the original offense of 
translating it out of the original tongues—though 
to my certain knowledge no one knows where the 
original manuscripts are. It is also alleged that 
it is used as a text-book by our ciergy, though I 
cannot believe such a fact to be possible; and some 
people claim that it is a history of ancient barbarian 


tribes. . This of course is manifestly absurd, for no 
people, however degraded in savagery, would per- 
form the acts and liv the lives recorded in the book.. 
And I was told only this morning by the olerk from ; 
whom it was purchased that it is the book upon 


which two great religions are founded, but in saying 


this, it seemed to me that the salesman was trying 
to impose upon me. 

I am not ignorant of the fact that there is a great 
difference of opinion as to what constitutes a book 
which would come under the law of March 3, 1873 
(R. S. § 3893), but since Congress in its great wisdom 
has addsd the clause italicized by you in the act of 
July 12, 1876 (19 Stat., page 90), and you hav given 
your definition of such works as “any matter offen- 
siv to modesty, or tending to subvert respect for de- 
cency and morality,” the classification of literature 
has become easier; and I submit to you, in all hu- 
mility, whether the book under consideration does 
not come within your definition of. publications 
which are of an indecent character. If it should be 
80, the public has your word for it that the “ post- 
master-general is obliged to act when applied to,” 
and that the exclusion of such works is but “ the 
simple duty of the department.” The facts that the 
book has had a large sale, is read by the best of peo- 
ple, and is to be found in the home of nearly every 
citizen of the United States, will of course hav no 
influence with you, for we know that you “never 
discuss the policy or wisdom of breaking the law, 
and that the officials of the post-office department 
do not.” And also, that calling attention to the work 
in this public way, by which its circulation may be 
greatly increased, will not deter you from doing your 
duty we also know from your own words, as such is 
no affair of a sworn public official. Whatever adver- 
tising your department may giv the book will ba 
due of course to the thrifty bluster of the publishers, 
and not to you or me who are but doing our duty as 
citizens—I in calling your attention to the work (as 
your department “can treat cases only as brought to 
your attention”), and you as a sworn publie official 
who never discusses the policy or wisdom of break- 
ing the law. 

I do not know that the publication is offensiv to 
modesty or that it has a tendency to subvert respect 
for decency and morality ; a great many people hold, 
I believe, the opposit view; but, so I am informed, 
and am led to think it true by reading the journals 
of the country, a great many so hold of the book 
which your department did exclude. from the mails. 
If this latter statement be true, it shows that the 
people cannot possibly be right when placing their 
views in opposition to the wisdom and greater expe- 
rience of the posimaster-general; and as I desire 
only truth, and to be exactly right in selecting my 
literature, I hav no other recourse than to apply to 
you, confident that you will act regardless of the 
thrifty bluster in which the publishers of pernicious 
literatura may indulge. 

In conclusion, if you shall promptly decide in this 
matter, I will, with your permission, submit for your 
intelligent examination other works which I may find 
on sale. Some time ago, the Methodist Book Con- 
cern, the largest denominational publishing house in 
this country, printed a large volume in which meretri- 
cious pictures of African inhabitants appeared; and 
though I believe the objectionable pictures were re- 
moved in the second edition, I may perhaps find one 
of the first edition advertised to be sent postpaid on 
receipt of price, to the great damage by breakage of 
the law, and if so I will submit it. I allow no one, 
not even Mr. Comstock, to surpass me in zeal for 
purity and respect for decency and morality. 

Yours very respectfully, 

Epiror or Tax Teura SEEKER. 
— . —————— 
“Godless” Schools. . 

The Chicago organ of the Unitarians uses the 
expression “blatant Freethinker.” Why “blatant?” 
The term might be applied to a shouting, howling 
Methodist, but bellowing Infidels are scarce, much 
scarcer than conceited namby-pambyists who imagin 
they are good Christian oxen because their green cir- 
cumferences are distended with vanity and wind, as 
the Psalmist hath it. Like the mongrel Samaritans 
who feared the Lord but served their own gods, the 
Unitarians in professing to be in favor of freedom 
yet at the same time abusing those who hav won 
them the privilege of existence, seem to be lineal de- 
scendants of these Samaritans. e 
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even orthodox writers on this subject learned to distinguish 
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But it is with another point in the same note that 
we should deal. Unity says: 

** A. recent writer to one of our religious exchanges on the 
use of the Bible in the public schools says there is a demand 
that these schools should be ‘ godless.’ This ig rank non- 
sense. Probably not the most blatant Freethinker in the 
land ever expressed such a wish or intention. It is time 


between a non-religious and an irreligious attitude, whether 
in an individual or the government; between the principles of 
pure Secularism, which would make no discrimination be- 
tween the multiform sects and creeds represented in the pub- 
lic schools, and a spirit of anti-religion. The distinction is 
wide and fundamental, and there is no excuse for an intelli- 
gent mind longer ignoring it.” 

But there are people who desire to hav “godless” 
schools. Freethinkers generally desire it. There is 
no more reason for teaching Theism in our schoo!s 
than for teaching trinitarianism. God, from the 
Savage's fetich to the Unitarian’s made-over image of 
the Christian deity, is an unknown quantity, an inde- 
scribable, unprovable, and unfindable concept of 
ignorance: The public schools should teach only 
the known, and to teach “God” is as great an out- 
rage upon the Atheist as instruction in trinitarian 
dogma would be upon the Unitarian. We want our 
schools free from all religion, leaving that to be 
taught in the home or not at all. 

— — a a 99————————— 
In Pennsylvania. 

It seems not a little amusing, when we remember 
that this is pretty near the twentieth and is not the 
sixteenth century, to hear a grave and really serious 
discussion by a body of legislators as to the wisdom 
or wickedness of repealing so much of a statute of 


4. p. 1794 as will permit the sale on Sundays of soda, 


water, cigars, newspapers, and to permit a barber to 
shave his customers on that day. But this is the 
burning question now before the Pennsylvania legis- 
lature, and the Pittsburgh Leader takes to itself 
much credit for being enterprising in having obtained 
an expression of opinion, pro or con, on the proposed 
measure from the solons at Harrisburg. 

With the exception of Delaware and one or two 


Southern states, Pennsylvania isin Sabbatarian and 


religious measures the most bigoted, backward, and 
unreasonable statein the Union. 


League, led by Oaptain” Wishart, asked the police 


to suppress its meetings because there might be blas- 
Only a few weeks ago a 


phemy uttered at them. 
Pennsylvanian was sentenced to jail for a long period 
for swearing & few “oaths” on the street. And the 
present bill to repeal the Blue laws of 1794 limits its 
scope to making legal the sale of a few articles so 
commonly used that it is supposed that no one can ob- 
ject. The framers of the bill dare not ask for-real lib- 
erty; they must be satisfied with the shadowy priv- 
ileges allowed by the clergy, and no doubt they will 
feel real grateful if permitted to buy a cigar on Sun- 
day without thereby becoming criminals. Some of 
the lawmakers even do not dare to favor this two-for- 
a-cent bill until they ask their minister about it; Sen- 
ator Green, of Berke, frankly saying, “I will see 
the clergy of my district and get their views.” 

Another lawmaker, Representativ Hartley, of 
Greene county, had to consult his Bible. “As far as 
the sale on Sunday of the necessities of life is con- 
cerned,” he said, *I will go as far as the Bible goes. 
I believe our savior has given us an example of that.” 
The other opponents of the repeal bill were either 
afraid of the religious people in their districts or 
afraid of their religion itself. However, a majority 
favored the bill, or are not ready to oppose it, and it 
is probable that Pennsylvanians will be able soon to 
indulge in soda water and cigars on Sunday. The 
Leader says: “The city representativs, notably 
those from Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and Allegheny, 
are almost unanimous in the determination to vote 
for repeal. The methods of Oaptain Wishart and 
his Pailadelphia colleague, Mr. Vail, and the incon- 
venience resulting to the public from the application 
of these methods, are too well known to the repre- 
sentativs of the constituencies which suffer from the 


B exactions of those alleged reformers to call for de- 


Y 
* 


\ fensa or confirmation. 


If the rural representative 
\were familiar with the actual state of affairs it is 
hardly probable that so many of them would array 
themselvs against a movement which is clearly 
intended as a measure of relief, and in no sense as a 
hardship to any class of citizens.” 

So modest and humble a petition as this surely de- 
mands tolerant consideration from the Christian min- 


à 


isters who run the state of Pennsylvania. The 
Leader adds, waxing brave as it considers the hard- 
ship of not having soda water and cigars on Sunday: 
“Ualess there is an unexpected change in the atti- 
tude of the legislators on this important question, 
there is, however, practically no doubt that rural 
opposition will not avail to prevent the passage of 
one or other of the reasonable and public-spirited 
bills presented by Messrs. Neeb and Fow in the sen- 
ate and house respeolivly. The Leader has done all 
in its power to further this end, for the reason that 
we believe that the wishes of the people at large and 
not of extremists in religious matters should be con- 
sulted in the matter of framing new Sunday laws.or 
suffering old ones to stand. The laws which we hav 
to-day are undoubtedly oppressiv, and the very favor- 
able prospect of the abrogation of the worst of them 
which is now offered should prove gratifying to every 
‘citizen who values the right of exercising his natural 


to soda water and cigars! 
tics are certainly a most reasonable body of people 
and Kept well in subjection by their mentors, the 
Christian clergy. 
water and cigars on Sunday cannot possibly be dan- 
gerous, and one who regards the privilege of pur- 
chasing them on that day as a grant of freedom will 
never be very dangerous to the power that holds 
his pious nose to the Sabbatarian grindstone. 


to assist in obtaining this slight relief from the Blue 
laws? A little work by it, and the writing of letters 


When the American 
Secular Union met in Pittsburgh the Law and Order 


House of Representative, will be heard from on the questio 
when it comes up for debate. : 


` A striot Sunday law is now before the legislature in Ar- 
kansas, and has already, by clerical influence, been forced 
through the senate. J. O. Corliss, secretary of the Seventh- 
Day Adventist organization, left February 1st, for Little 
Rock, to see what could be done to arrest its passage in the 
house. 


A FRIEND of the American Secular Union, one who has 
steadily given more of his time and money to it, as well as 
to all other Liberal and reform work, than almost any other 
man in the country, writes of Taz TaurH BsEkER editorial 
concerning the Union: ‘ Your editorial settles in my mind 
the true practical policy for the Union. I hav had glimpses 
of it before, but never saw it so big and shapely, so sufi- 
cient to the needs of the case.” 


Tut offices of lord chancellor of England and the viceroy 
of Ireland are not allowed by the laws of England to be filled 
by Catholics. Mr. Gladstone tried last week to get the 
House of Commons to remove this religious limitation, but 
the motion was defeated. So England disgraces herself still 
further with her established church notions of putting none 
but Protestants on guard over Ireland and the English ex- 
chequer. The Catholics should hav fair play as well as the 
Jews or Freethinkers. 


CHIEF-JUSTIOE GILFILLAN of the Minnesota supreme court 
has handed down a decision in the appeal of the Church of the 
Good Shepherd affirming the lower court’s decision that it 
must pay taxes on its parsonage. The judge said: “In the 
clause of section 8, article 9, of the constitution, providing that 
‘all churches, church property used for religious purposes 
and houses of worship shall by general laws be exempt from 
taxation,’ the words ‘ church property used for religious pur- 
poses,’ if they refer to land and buildings, do not intend any 
except those whose primary use is for religious purposes, 
A rectory or parsonage bélonging to a church society, its 
primary use being for a secular purpose, to wit, the residence 
of the priest or minister, is not exempt because of some part 
of it being also used for religious services.” 


liberty, in so far as it does not conflict with the well- 
being of his fellows.” : 

“Natural liberty,” according to this bill, is limited 
The Pennsylvania here- 


A man who is content with soda 


But, by the way, what is the Secular Union doing 


to their representativs and senators at Harrisburg by 
the Freethinkers of the state, might help the bill, 
and possibly brace some lawmaker up to ask an 
amendment to it whereby a little real liberty could 
be secured to the church and religion-ridden Penn- 
sylvaniang. 


Tan Independent asks: ‘‘ Shall we obey God's command. 
ment? or shall we open the Columbian Exposition on Sun- 
day?" And a Seventh Day Advent paper ridicules the evan- 
gelical Christian for its lack of biblical knowledge, or dis- 
honesty, in this way: After struggling awhile to catch 
our breath at such a question, we venture to ask where 
God's commandment is which says that the Columbian Ex- 
position should not be open on Sunday. When and where 
was it given? and how does it read? If this is thought a 
little too definit, we are willing to submit the question in 
the following sufficiently general form: Where has God 
given any command or instruction, or the apostles any ex- 
ample respecting Sunday, which would indicate any impro- 
priety in opening the Exposition on that day, or which would 
debar his servants from attending it, if open on that day ?” 

—— oe 

Tux Liberals of Massachusetts, led by the Investigator, 
will this winter make an effort to hav repealed the statute 
exempting church property from taxation. A petition to 
that effect has been prepared as follows: 

** To the Honorable Senate and House of Representativs, of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court 
assembled : 

The undersigned petitioners, citizens of the commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, respectfully represent: That the seventh 
clause of section 5 of the eleventh chapter of the public stat- 
utes of the commonwealth exempts from taxation ‘ houses 
of religious worship owned by a religious society, or held in 
trust for the use of religious organizations, and the pews and 
furniture (exoept for parochial use) ;’ and that such exemp- 
tion is an indirect taxation for the support of denominational 
places of worship, and is a dangerous discrimination, con- 
trary to reason and morality, as well as to the spirit, if not 
the letter, of Article X of the Bill of Rights, by which each 
individual ig bound to contribute his share of the expense of 
protecting his property, life, and liberty. And property is 
specified as the proper object of taxation. Therefore your 
petitioners pray that said clause, together with all special 
acts of like purpose, may be repealed.” 

Residents of Massachusetts can ‘procure copies of this 
petition at the Investigator office, Boston. 


— — +e ———————— 
The Churches Pay Taxes in California—On the 
Land! 

On the question of church taxation in California a 
correspondent of the Christian Statesman offers 
some information gathered at first hand from a pas- 
tor of a Methodist church. The correspondent ia 
greatly disgusted at the fact that the minister had 
to hustle a little, but thinks it could not be other- 
wise in a state where the Secular theory of govern- 
ment is so generally accepted, where there is no 
* Sabbath" law, very little “Sabbath” observance, 
and no Bible in the public schools of its greatest 
city—" how could you expect anything but the tri- 
umph of Secularism in California ?" he sorrowfully 
agka. 

But here is the letter of his downtrodden minis- 
terial friend, the Rav. Dr. Dille: 

Taxation of churches is quite a vivid fact in my mind 
just now, as I raised about a month ago $680 to pay 
state, city, and county taxes upon the property of the Firat 
Methodist Episcopal church in this city. Churches are cer- 
tainly taxed here precisely like any other property. A 
movement was made to secure the passage of an act by the 
legislature of 1887 to exempt church, college, and similar 
holdings from taxation. Dr. Stratton lobbied for it, and al- 
most all the church organizations favored it. But it did not 
carry, some of the legislators assigning as the ground of 
their oppositíon that the movement was really in the interest 
of the Roman Catholic church, which is enormously wealthy 
in real estate iu California. I confess that consideration does 
much to reconcile me to California's anomalous attitude on 
this question. "The matter is usually brought up in our 
churches annually; I mean a special appeal for money 
wherewith to pay taxes.” 

The correspondent adds that the Roman Catholic 
possession of so much real estate raises two sides to 
the question of taxation ; evidently, without this, in 
his opinion there would be but one, and that of 
course in favor of exempting the property of his 
sect. He never thinks that the principle involved is 
broader than one or two city lots. : 

But it would . be interesting to know if this $680 
was & tax on the buiidings of the Methodist congre- 
gation or only upon the land? It has been bruited 
about that as the pious tax assessors cannot exempt 
the churches they are in the habit of assessing only 
the land and allowing the building thereon to go 


scot-free. Do the churches pay all their taxes? 
— —— ͤ ęU——ꝛ— 

A BILL providing for the taxation of church property is 
before the Oregon legislature. The Liberals of that state 
are making a strong fight for justice, and all sympathizers 
with the movement should write their representativs at Sa- 
lem in favor of the bill. The Hon. J. D. Garfleld, of the 


Acco DIN d to the Road, a Denver priest has made a gilt- 
edged ass of himself“ by saying: There is not a more un- 
just or tyrannical system of laws in the world to-day than 
our present school laws. It is an iniquity, a shame, and a 
national scandal. In all honesty and conscience I cannot 
send my child to a public school. In spite of all the oppo- 
sition urged against Catholic education in Europe, in no case 
has the law gone so far as to tax the minority for the sake of 
the majority. I charge each and every Catholic parent who 
listens to me, do not send your child to a public school. 
They are godless. They are legally such and they cannot be 
otherwise. We must obey the majority, they say. Oh, yes; 
we discovered your country, we fought its battles, we 
civilized your savages, we gave you all you hav, and now 
you say pay your money to educate our children. Yes, pay 
those who would support the public school and let them 
bear the responsibility before God. This is the condition 
under the vaunted system of American majority. What can 
we do in the matter? Complain? No! If our country 
kicked me I would love it still. Pay your money to educate 
their brats, but never for one moment send your child to & 
public school, but send him to a Catholic school, where he 
may hav kept before him morality and right, and, above 
all, first, last, and all the time, the holy Roman Catholic 
church.” Certainly in his last sentence the priest has 1e 
vealed the purpose of his church with unusual frankness 
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Zellers from friends. 


Niromo, CAL., Jan. 20, 1891. 


MR. Eprrok: Inclosed please find $3 to pay for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER and $1 for the picture fund. Long liv TRR 


Trura SERERKER, Watson Heston, and John Peck. 
Yours for truth, JohN ROBINETT. 


LiTOHEFIELD, ILL., Jan. 6, 1891. 


Mr. Eprrok: I hav read Tae Terura SEEKER for fifteen 


years and I am well satisfied with it. Keep the pictures 

booming. Success to Heston and the Truth Seeker Com- 

pany. I close wishing you all a Happy New Year. 
ALEXANDER ROBSON. 


Lone HILL, Conn., Jan. 12, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: Inclosed find lubricator for the machinery 
for the year 1891. Some of my good friends think that in 
expending a few dollars in this way I am virtually purchas- 
ing a first-class ticket for a brimstone roast, but I prefer it 
to paying pew-rent. Joun L. BEARDSLEY. 


Hameore, Ia., Jan. 25, 1891. 
MR. Eprror: Mr. Fred W. Toedt will build a fine large 
Freethought hall here in the spring. This shows that we 
are making some progress at least. Liberalism is steadily 
increasing here, and we hope soon to make this city a Free- 
thought center for southwest Iowa. E. T. DALBEY. 


ABERDEEN, B. D., Jan. 29, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: I havtaken TRE Truta BzrxzR for nearly 
a year, and am well pleased with it. I hav been an out- 
spoken Freethinker for years. The churches are well rep- 
resented here, eight different denominations holding services 
every Bunday. Wishing you success, I am, l 
Tours truly, O. W. RoxrEY. 


BooNviLLE, IND., Jan. 28, 1891. 

MR. Eprron: I want TRR TRUTH SEEKER and the ANNUAL. 
This from John A. Reynolds, the old Atheist and well- 
wisher of Taz Teura SEEKER and humanity in general. 
Let us try to keep God out of the Constitution, for if the 
churches get their wishes you and I will hav to keep still or 
lose our heads. JohN A. REYNOLDS. 


Saarnaw, Mion., Jan. 27, 1891. 
Mr. Eprtor: I am happy to congratulate you on the very 
commendable and praiseworthy paper that you send out 
every week from your sanctum. The grand old TRUTH 
SEEKER ever holds its own, and indeed is on the up grade— 
grows better and better all the time. Success to it fora 
hundred years. Ever your true friend, J. H. BURNHAM. 


CHERRY Trex, PA., Jan. 24, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: Grandpa Buxton is eighty-four and still is 
able to read your paper without the use of spectacles. We 
thought we would send for it for another year and that 
might be as long as he would need it, but we hope he may 
liv many years to enjoy it. He spends a great many hours 
reading and is greatly interested in the progress of Free- 

thought. Very respectfully, Henry BUXTON, Jg. 


Fostori, O., Jan. 23, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: I am well pleased with the paper. I find 
more good argument and common sense in its literature than 
in any other paper that I hav read ; and as long as your pa- 
per maintains its present standing and purity, and boldly 
combats the follies and errors of the present forms of super- 
stition in our country, I shall continue to be a subscriber 
and supporter. Heston's conception of the ancient Jew is 
excellent. His cartoons on the first page hit the bulls.eye 

every time. Yours for truth, Wait. STEVENSON. 


MARQUETTE, Kan., Jan. 25, 1891. 
Mr. Enprros: Having noticed several communications 
with reference to a secret organization or organizations of 
Liberals, I hope the idea will prevail and that all who favor 
it will speak their sentiments. Provision should be made 
for such persons as are alone in a religious community, that 
they may join any nearest organization. An insurance de- 
partment something like, or on the same basis as, the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen, would also be a good feature of 
the organization. I sincerely hope something may be done, 

and will be glad to join a society of the kind. 
Respectfully, etc., C. PUTNAM. 


Denver, Ia., Jan. 29, 291. 

Mr. Epitor: What inconsistent creatures the professed 
followers of Christ are! According to his pretended biog- 
raphers, Christ never instituted a Sabbath,” and never ob- 
served one, and was put to death by just such eabbatic bigots 
as Christians are to-day, and the pre-Christ Christians’ charge 
against him, at his execution, was, ‘‘ He keepeth not the 
Sabbath day.” Neither Christ nor any of his apostles or 
disciples instituted, suggested, or recommended the institu- 
tion of a Sabbath-day. And yet nineteenth.century Chris- 


tians howl and rave for the ‘‘ observance of the Christian 


Sabbath,” and want the gates of the Columbian Fair bolted 
and locked on Sunday. Christian consistency is indeed a 
jewel! and it must be on exhibition at the Fair and take the 
first premium. Though twenty thousand poor people in 
Chicago, who must work six days every week in order to 
support their families, and can only visit the Fair on Sunday, 
must be bolted out, what care the disciples of the meek 
and lowly Jesus?” Though fifty thousand strangers in the 
city, excluded from the Fair, fill the saloons, brothels, and 


gambling. dens of the city on each ** holy Sabbath day,” what 
care the Young Men’s Christian Association or the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union? Oh, how beautifully consis- 


tent is pretended tenderness in a tiger! M. FARRINGTON. 


Diana, Tex., Jan. 17, 1891. 


Mz. Eprrok: I intend to take the paper so long as Iam 


able to pay for it. The editorials are always good, and your 
contributors are men and women far above the average in 
intellect. I would feel small in their presence. I would 
like to be in possession of the wisdom and learning of some 
of the eminent men and women who write for Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER. Some people are born great, while others hav 
greatness thrust upon them; I belong to neither class, and 
therefore am one of the unfortunate. 'The way things now 
go I can scarcely make a living. Iama farmer by occupa- 
tion, and my condition and surroundings are such that I can 
not lay anything by for old age. We hav here one disaster 
after another, which serves to keep our noses on the grind. 
stone. Yours truly, J. M. Woops. 


; Pirrspuras, PA., Jan. 20, 1891. 

Mr. Eprron: I take pleasure in sending you a post-office 
order once more to renew my subscription for your valuable 
paper and for the purchase of one TguTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
for 1891 and one copy of the Freethinkers' Text-Book” in 
cloth. Iappreciate your valuable paper very much. The 
more I read it the more I like it. The only thing that goes 
against it here is that the common run, and indeed many of 
the educated class, cannot understand it thoroughly, as I 


hav tried it often. The people hav to be educated so that 
they can get pleasure in perusing it. I was the same myself 


once, but practice has made me to a great extent master of 


the situation now. Wishing you and all in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER office the compliments of the season, and a year of 


great prosperity for Taz TRUTH SEEKER paper and all con- 
cerned, ~ 


J. JoszPHs. 


Port ANGELES, Jan. 9, 1891. 
Mr. EprTOR: After searching Port Angeles I did not 


locate in the town. I bought a farm a few miles from the 
town. Ihav been very busy. I hav not when in town had 
time to renew my subseription to the dear TRUTH BzEEER. 
I hav not even had the time to visit the Secular Union of 
Port Angeles and get acquainted with the legion of Free- 
thinkers of the town. In my neighborhood people do not 
belong to any Secular club, but they are all Infidels, Spirit- 
valists, or Materialists. I am well pleased with my neigh- 
borhood, and the other day I heard two boys discoursing on 
God. One said to the other, I trust in no God. I trust in 
myself.” HereIhav also met an Atheist woman. So as for 
the people of Port Angeles and surrounding country, I am 
pleased. Inclosed please find $5 for subscription to the dear 
Taura SEER ER and the Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book." 


Truly yours, AOHILLEs LAMBOTH. 


BurLEB, PA., Jan. 24, 1891. 
Mz. EprrOR: Sixteen dauntless- defenders of Universal 
Mental Liberty, including Mr. Simeon Nixon as chairman, 
and Mr. Wm. J. Rodgers as secretary, hav organized a Free- 
thought society in this place, and propose doing all in their 
power to place the flag of liberty above the cross of revenge. 
And if space in your valuable paper will permit, I might 
also say that it is a great pleasure to all who wish to retain 
what little liberty they hav to know that so many intelligent 
people hav joined the great army of Freethinkers who gee 
the tants of theology standing at the cradle with the 
dagger of Superstition ready to plunge it into ihe brain of 
Science and compel the child of Progress to kneel under the 
black flag and the cross of ingratitude and revenge until the 
cold perspiration of hatred chills the heart to that degree 
that it would forsake father, mother, sister, and brother in 
order to gave its soul, which would be of little value even to 

a god of revenge. J. O. FULLERTON. 


ESTHERVILLE, IA., Feb. 1, 1891. 
Mz. EprTOR: I received the Freethinkerg’ Pictorial 
Text-Book” a few days ago. I hav looked it over carefully. 
I think it is the best book that I ever saw for the purpose 


for which it was intended. I hav sent it on a mission, and 


when it returns it will find a place on the center-table for 
the inspection of visitors. There isa revival meeting in this 
place at the present time carried on by a preacher by the 
name of Redling, from Kansas City, Mo. He said that 
Thomas Paine's tombstone was sold for taxes. If there is 
8 shadow of truth in the statement I should like to know it. 
If it is not true I would be glad to tell him so. Please an- 
swer in THE TRUTH SEEKER and oblige a constant reader. 

I will send for the other picture book as soon asit is in 
print. A. R. Coats. 

[The report touching Thomas Paine’s tombstone has as 
much foundation as most preachers’ stories about Infidels— 
which is, none at all.— Ep. T. S.] 


New CAmBRIA, Kan., Feb. 1, 1891. 

Mz. EDITOR: As I am a member of the Farmers’ Alliance 
and Industrial Union, and since I hav said what I hav in 
former articles, I will tell you what I think about joining it. 
Ithink it best for all that are eligible to join it. "The labor 
movement is an offspring of Liberalism, and in order to be 
able to hav any effect on shaping the policy of a movement 
and to hav an influence on the same it is best to belong. By 
this means you are enabled to learn the names of the mem- 
bers, and also by this same means you will be enabled to 
place such literature in their hands as will cause them not 
to demand more than equal and exact justice. No Liberal 
can object to anything but the religious ceremonial part of 
the order. While there is no compulsion to induce yóu to 
join the new political party that is now being formed, of 
course all true Liberals will be undecided just how they are 
going to vote two years hence until they investigate its 
claims for existence as well as all others. From a financial 
standpoint it pays to belong. On one certain article I saved 


$14, and there is a continual saving on almost everything 


you buy. Jonn W. ABBOTT. 


- . Invustry, Kan., Jan. 24, 1891. 

Mz. Enitor. Again I«fiad it my duty to renew my sub- 
scription to the invaluable paper Taz Teura SEEKER. I 
also send you four new subscribers so you may know that I 
hav been doing a little missionary work for Universal Mental 
Liberty. And also I hav been circulating the petition as to 
the World’s Fair and so far hav succeeded in getting one 
hundred names. And furthermore, I must tell you a little 
anecdote that one of our storekeepers told me the other 
day. His little boy goes to Sunday-school, and Mrs. Gibbs, 
his Sunday-school teacher, told her class what a blessed 
thing it is to call on the Lord in everything we do. Even if 
they stuck in the mud, if they called on the Lord he would 
pull them out. And the storekeeper’s little boy went home 
and told his pa what his Sunday-school teacher said, and his 
pa told his little boy that it is not so, and that the next time 
she tellssuch lies he should tell her that he doesn’t believe it. 

I would further state that I received the Freethinkers’ 


Pictorial Text-Book ” over two months ago, and it has been 
on the go ever since. Everybody pronounces it the. best 
thing they ever saw to show up the foolishness of Chris- 


tianity. J. B. Wise. 


Darras, Tex., Feb. 2, 1891. 
Mr. Eprtror: This is my plan for the suppression of alco- 


hol. First remove the incentiv to its creation; free it from 
taxation and license of every description; make it free; de- 
stroy all possible profit arising from revenue or license; 
make it so free that a living off the sales would be next to 
impossible for the vendor. 
poor, unfortunate, and perhaps irredeemable inebriate 
would indulge and still hav something left for bread for his 
family. The money in it is what established this demon vile 
that is menacing our very existence. 
no gilded dens could exist; fashionable tippling of the upper 
class would be unpopular, because if they were obliged to 
indulge with the rabble the tone would be lost; hence the 
disgust, then reform from natural force of circumstances. 
Result second would be that with one-half of the people 
sober the vendors of the vile stuff could be made responsible 
for all damage done the victims. 
incentiv is lost. Parallel—money, still the incentiv for 
grasping Peter's pence, established and sustained the tyrant 
church with its priestcraft that robbed mankind for ages of 
all that is noble, good, and true. 
truth is independent, free, and above price, and is a moral 
fountain. To be intemperate costs money and entails a 
woful and sad destruction, and, I fear, total oblivion; while 
temperance, like truth, requires no money values for suste- 
nance, and clears the Way to the grand ideal and possible 
real. 


The first result would be, the 


Under such a system 


Profits thus reduced, the 


Error has a money value; 


J. V. Murks. 


Srraspure, III., Jan. 24, 1891. 
Mr. Epor: Last night J. E. Remsburg lectured in 


Kircher’s Hall; subject, Some Facts about the Bible.” 
The hall was crowded. Some were pleased, while others 
said that the Christian and apostolic fathers he referred to 
were now rejected by the Christian church. 
invited two ministers to be with us and lecture on the same 
subject, so we could see the argument from each side. Rev. 


We kindly 


Mr. Harshman did not think it would be beneficial, and 
said, ‘I accept the apostle’s injunction, ‘If any man be 
ignorant, let him be ignorant.’” I suppose he has thrown 
up the sponge and quit preaching, or teaching, as it is some- 
times termed. The Rev. Mr. Spainour, of the Baptist 
church, said he was sorry that he could not stay and speak; 
that he was holding a series of meetings, and by attending 
to them might save some souls. One young man said the 


lecture did not amount to anything; that he did not know 


any more after hearing it than before. Some people expect 
entirely too much of a lecturer. ‘“ They think that after fur- 
nishing the argument the lecturer should furnish them the 
brains to understand it.” Our collection was good. We 
giv the people a chance to vote whether we will hav another 
lecture or not, and then pass the hat; and we always hav it 
by a large majority. We are in favor of a small ‘‘ surplus.” 
Now, will you be kind enough to send me four TRUTA 
SEEKER ANNUALS for 1891 for the inclosed dollar? 
Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, A. YORK. 


GIBSON, GA., Jan. 23, 1891. 

Mz. HDITOR: I wish to continue to read the good and val. 
uable journal as long as I liv to read anything. I hav never 
been able to get you any new subscribers in my settlement. 
Some say they would like to read it but are not able to pay 
that price for the paper, and some will say they are already 
taking more papers than they can read, and others say they 
do not like the paper on account of its Infidelity to the 
Christian orthodoxy, and there are some no doubt who 
do not want to read it and would not allow others to read it 
if they could avoid it. A large majority of the people in 
this portion of Georgia are professors in some Christian 
church, and very few of them ever read, except a little in the 
local political papers. Even the church-members do not 
read their Bible. They almost always employ a parson to 
read it for them and tell them what it means. And the 
good parson reads the good book for them and tells them 
what is the meaning of it and they are satisfied with what 
the parson said about it. And they pay the parson for his 
trouble and he goes on his way rejoicing. The wealthy hav 
plenty to pay their preachers, and they are willing to pay 
them because the preachers can show them that God can 
make a camel go through the eye of a needle and a rich man 
can go to heaven, provided he does not glory in his riches 
and loves God better than his riches. The rich man must 
giv freely, for the Lord loveth a cheerful giver; and he that 
givs to the poor lends to the Lord, and they giv to the poor 
parson and think they hav great treasures laid up in heaven 
and that their gifts will be like bread cast upon the waters 
to be gathered many days hence, and they are happy over 
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the affair. And the parsons warn them against Infidelity, 
which they say is on the increase. And there certainly is 
some truth in that, because I know of my own observation 
in the last five years there has been a falling off of fidelity to 
the Christian teaching. BEABORN KITOHENS. 


Miran, Mo., Jan. 81, 1890. 
Mx. Epiror: Why is it that there is no effort made by 
Liberal lecturers to do some work in Missouri? There is no 
place where missionary work is more needed. I think a 
- lecturer could work up a few towns in this vicinity and 
help out darkest America. The church people hav had 
their way long enough. I am anxious to rub their hair the 
wrong way again. We had the great Uaderwood here for 
two courses, also Mrs. Perry, Leo Miller, and others some 
years ago, but the Liberals quit on that, and some went back 
to the beggarly elements. One of the most outspoken is 
now deacon in the Methodist brimstone mill. The Spirit- 
ualists hav kept up circles and made some accessions to 
their ranks. The Liberals are too timid. If they would on 
all occasions speak their sentiments, there would be a very 
perceptible weakening of the church power; besides, by 
their showing their colors more would take courage, read 
our papers, investigate, and snake off the nightmare of su- 
peratition that envelops them.: I wish arrangements could 
be made at Kirksville and Milan to hav Remsburg stop off 
and stir up the advocates of sacred mistakes. If Liberals 
would giv one-half for lectures they do for churches, we 
might hav speakers during the winter months, and if the 
pious Christians were refused a few times they would cease 
to beg of Liberals. Not long ago a Methodist preacher came 
into my office asking aid to pay a debt on his church. I told 
him I would giv him $15 on condition that he devote one 
Sunday to scriptural reading and myself choose the passages. 
He did not want my ducats, but any money made by selling 
rum to the slaves of passion would be legal tender. It is 
awfully tiresome to hav a man who is a Liberal offer to giv 
twenty-five cents toward a lecture (as was Offered me re- 
cently), and then giv $5 to help keep theology in the saddle. 
I hope all Liberals will awake to a full sense of the work 
that needs be done, take Taz TRUTH -SEEKER, and work to 
advance our lines nearer the messish camp than was ever 

done before. H. T. KNieEr. 


WAXLAND, Mion., Jan. 29, 1891. 

f Mr. Eviror: In TRR TRurH SsEkER of Jan. 17, 1891, in 
the Letters from Friends,” I saw a letter from Mango, Ind., 
signed Sol Spirow. Itcommences: To the so-called Truth 
Seeker Company: That you may know that this is a Chris- 
tian nation and the church will and must rule in spite of all 
your false teachings, Liberals and Freethinkers are leaving 
your Infidel ranks by hundreds. in this state and joining our 
order, the Patrons of Industry, and signing our by-laws.” 
Now, one hundred rods from where I liv the Patrons of 
Industry hav a lodge in the school-house, and almost all my 
neighbors too belong to that lodge, but I know of only one 
Freethinker in that lodge, and he is only a half one; and 
according to Sol Spirow Freethinkers must be a good deal 
thicker in Indiana than in Michigan. Sol Spirow says, 
* Liberals and Freethinkers are joining by hundreds our 
order, the Patrons of Industry, and signing our by-laws.” 
Now, there is not a word in the constitution or by-laws en- 
joining any member of the order to sign anything. Then 
Sol Spirow says, The heading of our by-laws reads as fol. 
lows: ‘ We, the citizens, farmers, and employees of North 
America," and so forth. Now, there is no such thing in 
the by-laws. The above is in thé preamble of the constitu- 
tion, and not in the by-laws. When a new member comes 
for the president, the. president ssys to the new member, 
** You will not be required to take an oath or affirmation, but 
you shall promis upon your honor as a citizen that you will 
Observe the constitution and laws.” And last, Sol Spirow 
says in his letter, Now, what will you do about it? The 
amendment to the Constitution will come.” Sol Spirow 
would better wait till the amendment to the Constitution 
comes and gets the majority of electors. Then Spirow can 
say this is a Christian nation. I know some Patrons of 
Industry Christians who will not vote for the amendment. 
I advise Sol Spirow to take them right in, Liberals and Free- 
thinkers, to the Patrons of Industry order, and when the 
amendment to the Constitution comes take a club and make 
everyoue vote for the amendment. JOSEPH WENZEL. 


GARDEAN, Pa., Jan. 9, 291. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $6 to apply on the grand old 
TRUTH SENKER, our indispensable family Bible. Should any- 
thing prevent its forthcoming I should fear the consequence 
would be great. Iam eure it is kind in you to send your 
paper after expiration of subscription. Perhaps you think 
as I once heard an agent for goods say—he first learned a 
man’s religion, and if an Agnostic he feared not to trust, if 
Christian he wished security. He assured me that all true 
Freethinkers were honest; if found to be tricky, they were 
tainted with Christianity. 

Please allow me to insert here a circumstance showing 
self-confidence in the man of God. Gardean is a little lum- 
ber town full of bigots, but not enough to furnish a church, 
neither a saloon. Just before Christmas the ladies thought 
to surprise the children with a Christmas tree. Money was 
raised by the inhabitants for presents and expenses. When 
every preparation was made, children drilled in their exer- 
cises, and in the mean time great care was taken that every- 
thing should be said and done in accordance with the occa- 
sion. In fact, much skill was exhibited in behalf of the lady 
committee. If you could call a Christian entertainment nice, 
that one was. But just as all were interested, who should 
enter but the meek and lowly man of God, or sky. pilot? At 
once the sisters evacuated the stage, leaving all to his cbarge. 
He informed us he learned of the entertainment, and know- 
ng the lack of material to work with he came, And then 


a 


taking a view of everything and everyone around him, he 
said : An entertainment of this kind on such a sacred oc- 
casion cannot be conducted properly without the material in 
the form of a pastor. You hav done as well as can be ex- 
pected without the material. 
form of a pastor, and without, it is not complete.” His re- 
marks were very disagreeable, and many were disgusted 
with him. Since, I ‘hav learned it was the material in the 
form of an envelope containing $30 he expected to see on 
the Christmas tree, which the women smuggled out of the 
amount given for the children. 
was sufficient for the children, the proceeds to be given to 
those able-bodied sky-pilots for teaching them to lie. 


by Mr. Wettstein, in reply to W. W. Walker, I feel disposed 
to make a short reply to his so-called mathematical disposi- 
tion of souls, or spirits. 


in the universe, and, if it were a fact that every human being 


me that the answer to the problem was given in any other 


a place fitted to his needs just as much as this world is fitted 
to his needs when he is born into this life. I believe that 
under certain conditions, governed by laws to us unknown, 
the so-called dead can communicate with the living. This is 
the sum and substance of the belief of seven out of ten of 
Spiritualists. Friend Wettstein need not fear he will be 
crowded in the future life. He will find that a person who 
livs wholly for self in this life has lived in vain. He will 
hav plenty of room in the next world. VERITAS. 


Mxur is, TENN., Jan. 25, 1891. 

Mr. Evrror: A clerical hornets’ nest has lately been stirred 
up in this city. The cause of the buzzing by the reverend 
hornets, is the granting of permission by the city council to 
giv Sunday. night concerts at one of the theaters. No sooner 
had the consent of the council been obtained, than the Prot- 
estant clergy of the city protested under the plea of Sabbath- 
breaking, and formed a league for ihe purpose of influenc- 
ing their Christian followers against such worldly amuse- 
ments, and, if need be, invoking the aid of the law to put a 
stop to such unholy “ desecration” of the Sabbath: 

A meeting of ministers was held at the First Presbyterian 
church yesterday evening to take some action in regard to 
the granting of the Sunday concert privilege by the council 
last Thursday. A special committee on Sabbath observance 
was appOinted and they will report Monday morning. In 
the mean time the following letter, signed by about one hun- 
dred people, was sent to Vice-President Pettit: 

** Your fellow-citizens whose names you find subscribed 
beg to thank you, in open letter, for your advocacy of their 
most sacred rights in claiming for them a Sabbath devoted 
to rest and religious exercises, exclusiv of the desecration of 
the Lord’s day by operatic concerts on Sabbath night. Be as. 
sured that herein you represent the sacred sentiment of the 
best and purest men and women in this city. With high es- 
teem, in the name of many whose devotion to the Sabbath will 
soon be attested by organized effort, we are gratefully yours.” 

It is always a good thing to hav a civil law to fall back on 
when their Christian persuasion fails. Where the“ desecra. 
tion” of the Sabbath comes in, when playing music on Bun- 
day, is more than any person can find out, unless one is 
versed in the theological methods of reasoning. For in- 
stance, if a concert is given Sunday night at any of the the. 
aters, it is called Sabbath desecration,” even if sacred ” 
music is rendered, but if the same music is played in any 
of the churches it will alter the circumstances, 80 that it at 
once becomes acceptable to the auricular functions of the 
Christians’ God. The music, however, in spite of its “ un- 
holy " and desecrating ” tendencies when played in a the. 
‘ater on a Sunday, forms a very important factor in aiding 
the pastor in the filling of the pews with people; for with. 
out the aid of good music, the church attendance would 
soon dwindle into a sorry display of empty benches, and 
even the most faithful church-members would soon get tired 
of listening to the dry, antiquated theological harauge 
dished up every Sunday, and perhaps stay away from the 
church, were it not for the drawing power of the sweet 
strains from some musical inatrument in harmony with the 
human voice. Knowing this fact, the different churches vie 
with each other in procuring the sweetest singers, the great- 
est organs, and the best performers. 

I hav often wondered why some enterprising pastor docs 
not engage a first-class orchestra to interpret classical com- 
posers to his congregation, in place of his explaining, for the 
two-thousand-and-second time, that, for instance, Moses 
was the meekest man that ever lived, that David was a man 
after God’s own heart, that Jonah did not swallow the whale 
but the whale swallowed Jonah, and that if we do not he- 
lieve that Jesus Christ was born of a virgin and came to suf- 
fer punishment for sins that neither he nor we ever commit- 
ted, we shall be eternally damned. 

Not long ago I read in the papera about a preacher who 
declared that the devil shall not monopolize all the best 
music, and consequently went and hired an orchestra to play- 
in his church. ‘Perhaps before long we shall sce in Sunday 
morning papers the program of music to be played in Rev. 
Mr. Blackcoat's church, side by side with Bible texts to bo 
expatiated upon by the Very Rev. Dr. Hellblaze, in St. Me- 
Corkle’s cathedral; we may be invited to come and listen to 
Rev. Prof. Batonswing’s orchestra in the Second Hardshell 
Baptist church, at the same time we are cordially invited to 
come and hear Dr. Howling's discourse on original sin and 
human depravity in the First ‘riniterian-Methodist- 
Episcopal-Anglomaniac church. 

The theaters with their ‘“‘immoral” shows must be 
crushed, the opera houses with their“ desecrating " music 
must be shut on the holy Sabbath,” even if the strong arm 
of the law must be applied. People who want to listen to 
music on Sunday must come tochurch. Sunday is the busi- 
ness day of the church. No competition tolerated. 

A curtain in one of the theaters of this city is also under 
the ban of the clergy. The picture on this curtain, repre- 
senting Antony’s reception of Cleopatra, is “ immoral,” be- 
cause the artist forgot to put a wrapper on Cleopatra and 
bathing suits on the nymphs swimming around her vessel. 
Why cannot a preacher look upon a picture of human forms, 
even if the clothes should not be represented as heavy as 
those worn every day, without impure thoughts flashing 
through his soiled brains? Why cannot a preacher look 
upon a picture or painting of this kind as a work of art and 
not as one of immorality ? 

If the ministers of the gospel will confine their warfare 
against indecent advertising pictures, profusely displayed 
on every thoroughfare, and against the numerous demoraliz. 
ing dens of iniquity and gambling-hells of the city, they 
deserve and ought to hav the hearty support of every good 
and order-loving citizen, but when they insist on condemning 
works of art, when not immoral, and innocent amusements 
on the first day of the week, under the plea of Sabbath- 
desecration, they should be looked upon with contempt 
and treated as enemies of humanity. J. WILTON. 


The material must be in the 


A little candy or popcorn 


Mrs. E. N. FAIRORIID. 


Havana, Irr., Jan. 25, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: Having read the article in last week's paper 


In the first place, he sets out to giv us & mathematical 
demonstration, but fails entirely in his effort, and simply 
givs us &n exceedingly conglomerate dose of bald assertions, 
which hav no foundation in fact. He seems to lose sight of 
the undisputed fact that there is no accumulation of matter 


on earth at its demise evolves a soul or spirit into space, and 
that soul occupies the same amount of space as did the 
mortal form, there would be no more space occupied than 
before, and though countless millions of spirits hav thus 
been evolved into space we still hav plenty of breathing- 
room and room to “ flap our wings." And right here I will 
call the gentleman to order, while making a statement which 
is agreed to by every believer in the spiritual idea, viz.: 1. 
Spirits do not hav wings, therefore they require no space in 
which to flap, the wing business being an effete orthodox 
idea too heathenish for consideration; 2. With spirita, as 
we understand it, time and space are annihilated, and their 
movements are similar to our thoughts, and they move 
through space with equal celerity and with as little obstruc- 
tion from matter. 
1 will further state to our friend Wettstein that I hav in 
my hands a mathematical problem which was worked and 
demonstrated, and the exact result given, by some unseen 
power which I am pleased to call spirit, through a medium 
in my presence alone. The problem had been sent through 
the mail from a party two hundred miles away, end was 
lying in the. post-office in this city when the answer was 
given me. Neither I nor the medium had any kzovledge of 
what the problem was, nor had the party in St. Louis any 
knowledge or even the remotest idea that such an experi- 
ment was to be tried. Neither was it known to me or the 
medium that the problem had yet arrived at the office in this 
city, only as it was asserted by the controling spirit at the 
time. 

Now, if Mr. Wettstein or anyone else can demonstrate to 


way or by any other means than spirit power, I am willing 
to admit Materialism and acknowledge ourselvs all mush- 
rooms. H. H. PHLBROK. 


Horon, S. D., Jan. 25, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrok: With your permission, I will speak with 
our Materialistic friends. I hav been a constant reader of 
Tas TRUTH BEExER for, I think, twelve years or more. I 
enjoy the perusal of its pages with great pleasure, and when 
it is read send it forth among friends and neighbors to do 
missionary work. I hav many a hearty laugh at the sayings 
of, and arguments advanced by, our Materialistic friends. 
Yes, a hearty laugh, and do you know why? Their railings 
against Spiritualists sound just like my railings against them 
about thirty years ago, with this difference, I think I abused 
the Spiritualists even worse than the Materialists do now. 
Well, against my will I visited à medium and received such. 
a test as to what was at that moment passing in my home 
sixty miles away that I saw that some intelligence separate 
and apart from ourselvs must hav traversed the sixty miles 
and hav conveyed the knowledge. Returning home, I found 
the statement correct in every particular. I quietly began 
an investigation of the subject which ended in after yeara in 
the acceptance of the fact that mankind does not cease to 
liv and love after the change called death. Space will not 
admit a history of my experiments in this field of investiga- 
tion. Suffice it to state that I found truth and falsehood 
side by side, just as we do in all transactions of life. I kept 
steadily on my course, not caring for the jeers of my friends, 
until such time as I was convinced that the philosophy (not 
religion, for it is not a religion) of Spiritualism was true, 
when I came out boldly and said so. I derive great pleasure 
and happiness from the continued investigation of the phe- 
nomens. To our friends who say it is not so: Suppose you 
one and all establish at your own fireside (if it is à harmo- 
nious one, if not harmonious your attempts will prove fail- 
ures) a home circle. Sit quietly with hands joined on a 
table without castors or spread. Continue this six months if 
necessary, once or twice a weck if you can spare the time. 
But let it be at a fixed hour and for the hour you sit do not 
let anyone come in or go out of the room. Let the desire to 
obtain the truth be the only incentiv. If the railers at me- 
diums will pursue this course the result in a large number of 
cases will be wonderful. If you want to invite in a medium 
do so; but it is not necessary. You can develop a medium 
in your own circle if you will be patient and persevering, 
desiring to obtain the truth only as to a future state of exist- 
ence. Is it worth your while to try it? It will cost you but 
little. Or hav you all reached that pinnacle of knowledge 
that you know it all? To say I accept all the theories that 
are advanced by so-called Spiritualists would be false, for I 
do not. I believe a person livs after he ceases to breathe, in 
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never was a member of one, you hav missed 
something out of your life that you may be 
sorry for. The dear little faces were aglow 
with health, and the stirring of new thought. 
Of all schools for young children the kinder- 
garten takes precedence. Here you can see 
how thought grows, quickens, and expands; 
how it is turned into bright, hopeful, healthy 
channels. : 

A narrow-minded person called a lady 
once said to the writer, ** We don't want pub. 
lic kindergartens. We want a little private 
one for our children, but for the poorer 
classes the primaries are good enough!” 80 
they are good enough for any child. But if 
there is anything better, let us hav it in addi- 
tion, and let it be for all, without distinction 
of class or condition. That which is good 
for one child is good for every other without 
reference to caste or race. In the Boston 
kindergartens, which are public, side by side 
sit the children of rich and poor, black and 
white, and your editor noted that the little: 
colored children were at times quicker-witted 
than some of their whiter neighbors. 

From the kindergarten it was but a step to 
a kitchen school, of which there are five in 

activ operation under the public school man- 
gravely dedicated to the recruits, The joke took, 


d the t has come down to this day. The agement of this city. 
original words E taken from “Farmer and] If you could hav seen the eager, earnest 


Moore's Historical Collections,” published in 1824.) faces of the little girl cooks, could hav 
Father and I went down to camp, noted the amount of information conveyed 
Along with Oaptain Goodwin; in the lesson that morning, you would hav 
Where We seen sne man ane oys been deeply impressed with the importance 
. ; of this useful branch of domestic science. 
There was Oaptain Washington i 
We may liv without poetry, music, and art, 


Upon a slapping stallion, i j 
A-giving orders to his men— We may liv without conscience and liv with- 
out heart; 


I guess there was a million. Ww i ithout friend li 
, e may liv without friends, we may liv 
And then the feathers on his hat, without books, d 


I Tey IOa 9 m» But civilized man cannot liv without cooks. 
To giv to my Jemima. The tendency of modern education is 
Aud here they had a swampin’ gun toward the useful and the practical. We 
As large as a log of maple, can all realize the force of this saying of 
Beth deuced little oart— — Michelet, “The education which puts no- 

oad for father’s cattle; j 

A every limo they need Toi. tions into the head but no skill into the hand 
It took a horn of powder! is a curse.” From that which I witnessed 
It made a noise like father’s gun, in the kitchen school, added to the opinions of 
Only a nation louder. those who hav watched its operations for five 
I went as near to it myself years, the desirability of its introduction at 
As Jacob's underpinnin’, — 82 early date into all schools of grammar and 
And father went as near again. higher grade may plainly be seen. Scientific 
cooking means a knowledge of grains, 
meats, vegetables, herbs, milk, fruits, etc., 


Children’s Corner. 


Bdited by Miss Susan H. Wrixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Oorner should be sent. 


Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


Origin of Yankee Doodle. 


(The origin of the tune of ‘Yankee Doodle," 
the inspiring notes of which hav cheered many & 
man iu the hour of battle, was as follows, The 
British who composed it in derision, were doubt- 
less brought to“ laugh at the other side of their 
mouths " before they heard the last of it. 

In he summer of 1775, the British army under 
command of Abercrombie lay encamped on the 
Kast bank of the Hudson river a little south of 
the city of Albany, awaiting reinforcements o 
the militia from the Eastern states previous to 
marching upon Ticonderoga. During the month 
of Jane, these raw levies poured into camp, com- 
pany after company, each man differently armed, 
equipped, and accoutered from his neighbor, and 
the whole presenting such a spectacle as was 
never €qualed, unless by the celebrated regiment 
of merry Jack Falstaff. 1 

Their outre appearance furnished great amuse- 
ment to the British officers. One Dr. Shackburg, 
an English surgeon, composed the tune of Yan- 
kee Doodle, and arranged it to words. which wers 


I thought the deuce was in him. 
And there I see a little keg, 
Its heads were made of leather— 
They knocked npon't with little sticks, and how to make them palatable and invit- 
To call the folks together. ing. The school kitchen teaches not only 
how to prepare wholesome food, but it con- 

veys instruction in cleanliness, teaches watch- 

fulness, care, good judgment, quick applica- 


And there they'd fife away like fun, 
And play on cornstalk fiddles, 

tion, accuracy, thrift, economy, industry, 

and independence. 


And some had ribbons red as blood 
All bound about their middles. 
The troopers, too, would gallop up 
ih ARAA me Sloss halt o Teni The kitchen visited by your editor is in the 
To see them run such races. basement of the Starr King school. That 
Old Uncle Sam came there to change day the class was instructed in invalid cook- 
Some pancakes and some onions, ing,£.e., cooking for the sick. There were 
For 'lasses cakes to carry home, fifteen in the class, and the little cooks wore 
Topiv his wite and: young onas, white capsand white kitchen aprons. Under 
But T can’t tell you half I seen, the direction of the teacher they learned that 
E day to make Irish moss, blanc mange, two 
And scampered home to mother. kinds of jelly, oatmeal gruel, ice-cream, three 
—— 9—— — —— kinds of toast, lemonade, appleade, and 
: orangeade. Three little maids acted as 
A Few Days in Boston. housekeepers. They attended to the larder 

Boston in a wet day! It is slippy, sloppy, | and looked out for the sugar, salt, flour, etc., 
mizzly, muddy. Men are to be envied in|besides washing dishes, and writing out 
such weather. recipes of the articles cooked. . 

You see, a man can turn down the rim of] All the time the teacher was giving instruc- 
his slouch hat, deposit his hands in the pock-|tion in the preparation of the articles, she 
ets of his mackintosh, and stride gracefully | also gave advice relativ to the uses and qual- 
along in brave defiance of wind and weather. | ities of the same, and threw out many hints 
But a woman, with a satchel, a bag, a parcel, | about the care of the sick, kindness to in- 
and shawl tightly grasped in one hand, and | valids, proper nursing, and the like. Twenty 
an umbrella in the other, has to gather up an|lessons complete the course in this branch, 
armful of skirts and pick her way as best she | and include baking, broiling, stewing, roast- 
can over the sloshy pave. A man has pock- ing, and all kinds of plain, ordinary cooking. 
ets, lots of 'em, in his garments. A woman] From this the girls learn enough to conduct 
has a watch-pocket. and one more, and that | the cooking of a family. 
last, in these days of queer fashions, is hidden] One mother said, IJ never had a vacation 
in the most outlandish and "uncomeatable|in all my married life till my Mary went to 
place in her gown. A lady trying to find|cooking.school and learned to cook.” What 
her pocket nowadays goes through such gy- Ja help to tired mothers! I thought of our 
rations, such twisting, turning, and diving,|girls of the Corner, and wondered if they 
as would astonish an acrobatic performer. | know as much about cooking as these in the 
It is generally believed that if & man was|Starr King school. Some of them do, I 
hampered and fettered by his clothes as] know, and are of great assistance to their 
women are by theirs, he wouldn't be long for| mothers. I remember my first service in the 
this world. He would soon shuffie off this|kitchen. I stood on a cricket and washed 
mortal coil along with the coil of clothing, | my own little cup and plate. How proud I 
in sheer despair, if he didn’t lose his mind as} was that I was able to do something for my- 
well as temper in the adjustment of his self and to help my mamma! 
robes. The progressiv women begin celebrating 

It was on one such misty, measly, miser-|to-day the fortieth anniversary of the first 
able day, when the snow melted as soon as it | national woman's rights convention, held in 
touched the ground, that the editor of the] Worcester, this state, in 1850. The audiences 
Children’s Corner found her way into one of|are large and enthusiastic. Looking over 
the twenty-four kindergartens in this city. | the refined, intellectual, and decidedly inter- 
The little toddlers, from three and a half to|esting gathering, any man might blush to 
five years, were on hand promptly, and if|think such women are denied the right of 


you hav never visited one of these schools, representation in a professedly free country! 


The addresses and papers were exceptionally 
fine, especially that of Mary A. Greene, a 
member of the Boston bar. Her subject was, 
** Women and the Law.” i 

In the state house this morning I felt, as al- 
ways when under the gilded dome (the 
dome of our state house is gilded, and shines 
in the sun like gold), the shame of it tRat 
women are forbidden the privilege of the 
franchise, for no reason except that they are 
women. Trades, professions, causes of dif- 
ferent kinds, hav representation here, all but 
the cause of women. Men correctly repre- 
sent women, some say. Oh, no! That is 
not true. How would it seem if only women 
came up here to the state house, to partici- 
pate in business and to frame laws? Would 
you be properly represented, gentlemen? 

A letter from a distinguished official gave 
me ready entrance to the executiv chamber 
and a pleasant chat with his excellency, Gov- 
ernor Russell. The governor may look like a 
** beardless boy," but he has all the dignity, 
grace, courtliness, sympathy, and kindness 
belonging to one occupying the honorable 
position of chief magistrate of a noble com- 
monwealth like Massachusetts. 

In the room occupied by the lower part of 
the state legislature, called house of represent- 
ativs, directly across from the speaker’s desk 
there is a representativ codfish. It is not 
everyone that knows why it is there. One of 
the members of the house was once asked 
why it was there, and he replied: ** I dunno 
—guess "tis more for ornament than any- 
thing else.” But that is not exactly true. 
]t has a history which I may relate briefly. 
The fish made its original appearance in the 
first state house of Massachusetts, the old 
one, nearly a hundred years ago. 

Mr. John Rowe was the one who first sug- 
gested the throwing overboard of the tea in 
Boston harbor, that you read of in your his- 
tories. And it was at his instigation that the 
codfish was placed in the room where the 
representativs of the people sit, as à memo- 
rial of the great importance of the cod fishery 
to the welfare of the common wealth. In the 
old.time much more depended upon this 
nativ industry than in the present with its di- 
versified interests and wide commercial bus- 
iness.. In the formativ influences of the 
grand old commonwealth the codfish bore 
conspicuous prominence. 

The anniversary of Thomas Paine’s birth- 
day was celebrated in Boston, at Paine Me- 
morial, on Sunday the 25th, a little in advance 
of the actual natal day. The weather was 
very disagreeable, but the company was 
splendid. It was pleasant to renew old 
acquaintances, and also to meet new ones. 
But the tears would come as we all thought 
of those we had met in that place so many 
times in former years, whose words were 
always brave, helpful, cheerful. We missed 
their familiar faces, but their memories will 
remain fragrant and fresh as the rose as long 
as we liv. B. H. W. 

Boston, Mass., Jan? 27, 1891. 


— 8 ‚—HWVGͤ 


Correspondence. 


BROCK TOR, Mass., Jan. 18, 1891. 

Drar Miss Wixos: This being the Chris- 
tian rest-day, and as it is raining so hard that 
we cannot go driving, I thought I would 
write a line to the Corner. We are all Free- 
thinkers dyed in the wool. We take TRE 
TRUTH BEEKER, the Investigator ; also we hav 
a good supply of Freethinkers’ books; 
among them are“ Mistakes of Moses,“ The 
Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book,” ‘ Ap. 
ples of Gold,” and many others. In our par- 
lor we hav the pictures of Thomas Paine, 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and other great men. 
But some of our neighbors think it awful. 
But weliv as we preach, every-day Freethink- 
ers. Ishall bethirteen the 20th of this month. 
My weight is one hundred and twenty 
pounds. Your friend, Karm C. Paar. ` 


[Glad to hear from you, Katie. Write 
again. —Enp. C. C.] 


: Nzwton, MONT., Jan. 10, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to you once more to let you know how 
I am getting along. Iam well at the present 
time, and hope you are the same. Our 
School was out the 2d day of January. 
We are going to hav another school the 
15th, I guess. There are not many Free. 
thinkers in this part of the state; the people 
are mostly Catholics. My father has taken 
Tue TRUTH SERKRR for a long time, and 
thinks there is not so good a paper in the 
world. I am thirteen years old. I study 
arithmetic, reading, spelling, history, physiol- 
ogy, geography, grammar, drawing, and 
writing. My teachers name is Miss Lizzie 
Hurst. We milk four cows; I milk two and 
my brother Charley two. Well, I will close, 
as my letter is getting rather long. Hoping 
to see this in print, I remain, as ever, 

Your Liberal friend, 

Noran A. LovkRING. 


- CoruMwsus, O., Dec. 29, 1890. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I think it is about 
time for me to write for the Cornér again. 

I hav not written for the Corner since I 
left Wheeling, W. Va. We moved here the 
20th of June last. ' 

I like here much better than I did in 
Wheeling. 

This is a much larger place than Wheeling, 
but I would rather liv in the country than in 
the city. f 

d could feed the horses, cows, sheep, pigs, 
etc. 

We used toliv in the country when I was 
smaller. 

Columbus has about one hundred thousand 
inhabitants. 

There is a big shop called the Columbus 
Buggy Co., which employs about one thou- 
sand workmen, and there is another called 
the Buckeye Shop. It employs about six 
hundred men. Pa is in the picture business. 
He solicits orders for pictures, then sends 
them to Altoona, Pa., to be enlarged. 

I help him some about collecting Saturdays 
and days when there is no school. 

I go to the Twenty.third street school. I` 
am in the Fourth Reader. I study geog- 
raphy, arithmetic, language, reading, spell- 
ing, and drawing. I am going to the. Gar- 
field school next Monday, January 5th. I 
like to go to school very well. I hav about 
five hundred schoolmates to play with. 
Don’t you think that is enough? My little 
sister goes to the Garfield school now. She 
is in the Second Reader. My oldest sister 
doesn't go to school. She had seventeen flow- 
ers, but some of them froze; but she has ten 


left. We hav a bird. He has two pieces 
which he sings. I guess he can’t learn any 
more. 


We just had over a foot of snow, which is 
melting off fast. I like deep snow when it is 
not cold. I hav only three correspondents 
now; I did hav seven. My father is away 
now. My sister is writing to some of her 
correspondents. I received Christmas an 
engin which runs by itself, handkerchiefs, 
candy, and nuts. We don’t celebrate Christ- 
mas, because it is a Christian’s day. We 
will celebrate New Year's day. 

I read an essay on Thomas Paine’s birth- 
day when I was in Wheeling. Pa sent my 
sister’s and my picture to be enlarged. I 
will be glad when they come. It is about 
time for them to come. I used to get lots of 
papers sent to me when I was in Wheeling. 
Pa is going to join the Patriotic Order of Sons 
of America. This order is opposed to the 
union of church and state. It is time for us 
to organize, so as to work against an estab- 
lished religion. ! 

Liberals are not working as hard as the 
Catholics are. They are working hard, and 
even boasting that we will soon hav an estab- 
lished religion—one that will be the Catholic 
religion. i , 

I think when they make such declarations 
it is time for Liberals to wake up, and unless 
we do we will come under the Romish 
church. I will ask some Liberal boys and 
girls to write to me. 

Well, I guess my letter is long enough, so 
I will close. Good-bye. 

ORLO INGERSOLL Nox. 
eoo m 
Increase of a Nickel. 

Some time ago the Ladies’ Aid Society of 
this city agreed to invest a nickel in some 
kind of article and sell it at a profit, and re- 
invest in something else, and so on, to spec- 
ulate on this capital for two weeks and see 
how much each one could make. 

One lady on the same evening of the meet- 
ing bought a cabbage with her nickel. She 
carried it home and sold half of it to her 
neighbor for a nickel. She invested that in 
vinegar and pickled the remaining half and 
sold the pickle for twenty-five cents. She 
then bought twenty cents’ worth of cloth and 
a spool of thread and made it up into three 
aprons, which she sold for twenty-five cents 
each, and took the seventy-five cents and 
bought molasses and gave a candy-pulling to 


the children, making them pay ten cents a 


plate for the candy. The molasses made 
twenty-one plates of candy, so she made 
$2.10 on one nickel in two weeks’ time. 
How money will grow if properly used. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 
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Cloth, plain edges, $2 vol. (Separately or in sets. * 
Half seal, marble edges, $2.75 vol. (In sets only.) 
New STYLE.—Noe. 1 to 111 inclusive, are bound in 
18 vols., averaging 492 pages each, 870, thus: 
cA extra, red edges, $1.75 per yol. 7 5 m per set. 
f seal, plain edges, 2.25 
Belt seal, marble edges, 2.50 a 22 50 
Hif Mor., marble edges, 2.75 e 83,75 
In sets only. 
All of the following are octavo, cloth: 


WORKS BY PROFESSOR HUXLEY. 


Li] 
[11 


In this series are well represented the writings of | 
TYNDALL, PROCTOR, 
OnrrFoRD and other leaders of thought in our 


We have the Library bound in Complete Sets, as The Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. 


HUMBOLDT LIBRARY (Continued), 


Science, Current Discussions in Science; and 


Scientific Aspect of Some Familiar 
Things. By W. M. Williams, F. C. S. 


2 books in 1 vol. 
The Black Death. An Account of the 


Great Pestilence of the 14th Century; and 
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y J. F. C. Hecker, M.D. 2 books in 1 vol. 

The ‘Naturalist on the River Amazon, 
Record of Adventures, Habits of 
| Animals, Sketches of Brazilian and Indian 
Life and Aspects of Nature Under the 
Equator, during Eleven Years of Travel, 
by Henry Walter Bates, F. E. S., Assis. Sec, 
to t the Royal Geographical "Society of 


nglan 
Thel Rises and Early Constitution of Uni- 
versities, with a Survey of Medieval 
Education. By S. S. Laurie L I. D. 
Professor of the Institutes and History” 1 
ducation in the University of Pdinbureh. 4 
The Religions of the Ancient World, 
including Egypt, Assyria and Babylonia, 
Feralas 157 Phoenicia, Etruria, Greece, 
By George Rawlinson, M.A., 
Fome a rofessor of Ancient History, 
Oxford, and Canon of Canterbury, au · 
thor of The Origin of Nations,” The 


. 7⁵ 


75 


Man's Place in Nature. Numerous ill.; & Five Great Monarchies,” eto. 75 
The Origin of Species. 2 books in 1 vol. 75 Fetichism s d ine History of 1 to ‘Anthro: 
ThePhysical Basis of Life & other Essays. pology and the History of Religion. B. By 
Fritz Schultze. Trang. latod, rom 
Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. German by J. Fitzgerald, 75 
2 books in 1 vol, 75 Money andthe Mechanism or Éxchángé, 
Animal Automati sm, and other Essays. By W. Stanley Jevons, M. A., F. R. S., Pro- 
Technical Education, and other Essays. fessor of Logic and Political Economy in 
ebooks in 1 vol, 75 On ‘the Study of Words. By Richard 2 
An WORKS B BY CHARLES DARWIN. i gaçnevix Trench, D.D. » Archbishop of " 
rigin o ecies eans of Natura E 
Select ion: or, 110 Preservation of The Dawn of History: An Introduction 
Favored Races in the Struggle for Life. to ne -Historic Study. Edited by C. 
New edition from the latest Eng. edition, gary, M.A. of the British Museum. 75 
with additions and corrections. 25 Geological Sketches at Home and 
Descent of Man, and Selection in Rela. Abroad. By Archibald Geikie, LL.D., 
tion to Sex With illustrations. New edi- F. R. S, Director-General of the Geological 
tion revised and aügmonted. 50 Surveys of Great Britain and Ireland. . 75 
Formation of Vegetable Mold Through ` Illusions: A Psychological Study. By 
the Action of Worms, with Observa- J james Bully, author ot Sensation a and - 
ete. . 
tions on their Habits. V With illustrations. 75 The Pleasures of Life. (Parts Lind IL j 
Charles Darwin: His Life and “Work: By Sir John Lubbock, Bart. sparta i in T 75 
By Grant Allen LT English Past and Prosent, (Pa era J. 
a B. h: henevix ch 
SELEOT WORKS BY GRANT ALLEN. EID 1, Complete. S 75 
The Evolutionist at Large; The Story of Creation. A Plain Account 
Vignettes from Nature; and of Evolution. By Edward Clodd, F. R. A. 8. 
Fores and Energy: A Theory of Dy- Over 80 Illus. . 7 
namics. 3 books in 1 vol. ; 1.00 Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


WATER, ELECTRICITY, AND LIGHT. BY 
PROFESSOR TYNDALL. 
Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, 
Ios and Glaciers. 19 illustrations. 
Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. 
Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. 


3 books in 1 vol. . . . 190 | 


WORKS BY HERBERT SPENOER. 


The Data of Ethics. 

Education: Intellectual, Moral, and Phys- 
ical; and 

Progress: Its Law &nd Cause. With 
other Diequisitions. 2 books in 1 vol. 

The Genesis of Science. 

The Factors of Organic Evolution. 
2 books in 1 vol. 


75 


6 


SELEOT WORKS OF RICHARD A. PROCTOR, : 


Light Science for Leisure Hours. 
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
Hereditary Traits, and other Essays. 
Miscellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 
Notes on Earthquakes, with 14 miscel- 


laneous Essays. 
6 books in 1 vol. " E » 1.50 


SELECT WORKS OF WM. KINGDON OLIE- - 


FORD, F. R. A. S. 

Seeing and Thinking. 

The Scientific Basis of Morals, and 
other Essaye. 

Conditions of Mental Development, and 
other Essays. . 

The Unseen Universe, and the Philoso- 
phv of the Pare Sciences. 

Cosmic Emotion: Also the Teachings 
of Science. 

6 books in 1 vol. " 1.25 
SELECT WORKS OF EDW. OLODD, F. R. A. 8. 


The Childhood of Religion. 

The Birth and Growth of Myth. 

Ihe Childhood of the Wor id. 

* books in 1 vol. ©. œ 
SELECT WORKS oF TH. RIBOT, 

Translated from the French by J, Fitzgerald, M.A. 


The Diseases of Memory. 
The Diseases of the Will. 
The Diseases of Fersqmalisy, 
3 books iu 1 vol. 
THE MILKY "WAY. ; 
The Wonders of the Heavens. 32 illus. 
By Camille Flammarion. 
The Romance of Pius onomy. By R. 
Kalley Miller, M. 
The Sun; its Salton its Phenomena, 
its Oondition. By Nathan T. Dur; LL.D. 
8 books in 1 vol. 
POLITICAL BOIENOE. 
Physies and Polities. An application 
of the principles of Natural Science to 


Political Society. By Walter Bagehot, 
author of “The Eng. Oonstitntion,” and 


History of the Science of Politics. By 

Frederick Pollock. 2 books in 1 vol. 
THE LAND QUESTION. 

The History of Landholding in Eng- 
land. By Joseph Fisher, F. R. A. S.; and 

Historical Sketch of the Jistr ibution 
of Land in England. By William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M. A. 2 books in 1 vol. 

: MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Mystery of Matter, and The Philos- 
ophy of Ignorance; and 

The £ssential Nature of Religion. By 
J. Allanson Picton. 2 hooks in 1 vol. 75 


1.00 


1.00 


1.00 


75 


; Science and Crime; and 


Science and Poetry, with other Essays. 
By Andrew Wilson, F. R. S. E. 
2 books in 1 vol. > 
(Continued in next column.) 
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60 1 Atonement. 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


make {00 PER DENT. profit, on my Corse, . 


B GENTS Belts, Brushes, Curlers and novelties. Samples 


FREE, Write now. Dr. Bridgman, 373 Broadway, N. X. 


IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 
Charles Bradlaugh............ È 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake. . 5 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Underwood... . . . . . 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof Max Mueller... 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison. . 
9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall. 
10 Epidemie Delusions,  Marvin............. o 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin 
12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait... 
13 Essay on Miracles. David Hume........... 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 5 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? 
Charles Bradlaugh......cocescossssessonsees 5 
16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
17 Logic of Life, Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 5 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake........... 5 
21.Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts.. 5 
221s the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts... 6 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts. . 5 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 5 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 5 
26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts. 9 6 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake, 5 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 


verse? Austin Holyoake....... . 5 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 6 
31 Has Man a Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh........ 5 
38 Is There à God? Charles Bradlaugh...... b 


Charles PME nee b 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 5 
48 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 5 
44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 
w- ‘Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 
47 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 


MANNA SERIES; 
1 Original Manna for God's chosen.“ . . 5 


39 Labor's Prayer. 


3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh. . 5 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 20 
5 200 Questions Without Answers 6 

6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin. 4 ees eoi sat aae 10 

7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian....... 10 

8 Search After Heaven and Hell. A. 1 5 
oak e. . . . . 6e 4 5 
9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil. . b 
11 New Life of Jacob. % . 5 


12 Daniel, the Dreamef. Austin Holyoake... 10 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake 10 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H. . . 10 
16 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? ©, Bradlaugh... 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh.... 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlangh... 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake, Per toz... 10 

On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 
$6 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $8. 


coc moo 


etc. 


75 An Hour with the Devil. 


11 Reply to Scientific American, Bennett. . 


524 Sinful Saints. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. | 
LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 


Truth Seeker Tracts. 


NomE.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, wher received, 
hand them around &mong your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
Toallow much to be done in this way with 
a little money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton's Letter. . Bennett. 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood. . 


35 Moving the Ark. Bennett. . . 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D. D.., 
38 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y.Z...... 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam . 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.. 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild. . . 
52 Marples- Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers ed 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett. 
58 Prophecies, — Underwood..................... 
62 The Jews and their Gód......... ; 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers............ 
64 Ilis we Endure— Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No. 2. Rev. Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J. S. Lyon.......... 
71 Paine’s Anniversary. C. A. Codman....... 
73 Foundations. John Syphers................ 
14 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett... 
Bennett. 
76 Reply to E. F. Brown. Bennett 
77 The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett. 


— 


— 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett. 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A. G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps.......... 
89 Logic of Prayer. ©. Stephenson... 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates......... 
91 Our Ideas of God. B. F. Underwood. 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers................ 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell. 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker................ 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson. ....... 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 


— — 
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107 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown............... 
110 Invocation to the Universe. Bennett. 


112 Sensible Sermon. Rev. M. J. Sa vage. 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett. . 5 9 
214 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
218 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett. 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett... 
217 Constantine the Great. Preston 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard. . . . 
120 The New Age. W. S. Bell S 


TI 
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122 World's Great Religions. Bennett. . . . . . 16 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and * Ob- 
server“. —j—2 i AI . . 10 
Bennett. ......... "m 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann...... — 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
der wood... * ———— 2 . 6 
130 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford. 
134 Talks with the Evangelists..... "m 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James. 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper. 
140 Astro-Theology . . . .. 
241 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher......... 
242 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins......... ene 
148 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.......... 
149 Age of Shams eee 
245 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.. . 10 
250 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakeman . . 2 1 
251 What is the Bible? M. W. H.... 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway... 
155 Co-operation Society’s Redeemer... m 
256 Free Speech & Free Press. Ghelley.......... 


: 
— 
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159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting. 6 
260 Sabbath Observance. Coleman...... es 3 


161 Protestant Persecutions. ............. po 3 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail Bennett . ẽ . sees 10 


104 Bible Impeached. Chapman 2 


‘SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


i Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Els 
burg, M. D ⁊ꝛ———42—.,. —y—— 5 

2 Evolution: Homogeregous to Heteroge- 
neous. Underwood e B 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... 5 
5 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 3 
2 
3 
2 


6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 
7 Death. Frederic R. Marvin, M. D. . . 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate. . . 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 19 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
Lectures. . . e 10 
11 Is America New World? Dawson i 
13 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism, 
R. S. Brigham, M. D... . ... ., G 
48 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
i Modern Bymposium.............. ene, 10 


See note at head of column. 


THE WORLD, 


at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, ot 
28 Lafayetie Place, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


Published every Saturday, 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDITOR. > . 


DURING THE YEAR 189) THE TRUTH SEEKER . 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Liberal Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, A.M. 
PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
H. O. PENTECOST. 


0. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 


ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANCE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines. the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers. 

The Editor of THE TRUT!I SEEKER'S Children's Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 


has been elected senior member of the School Bos 


The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of 
Against the Encreachments of Eccles 


rd of Fall River, Mass. 


Freethought, and is Always on Guard 
iasties upon tke People’s Liberties. 


If you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write io THE TRUTH 
SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 
tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 
and the maintenance of human rights. It.advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 


or religious observances. It demands the taxatio 


nof church properly. It is uncompromisingly 


opoosed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 


Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLAOE, New YORK. 


INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS 


By G. W. FOOTE. 


* IDLE TALES OF DYING 
HORRORS.” 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Contains a Sketch of the Life and Death of 
Bruno, Buckle, Comte. Helvetius, Hugo, Hume, 
Owen, Paine, Strauss, Volney, Voltaire, and 
nearly ninety other prominent Freethinkers. 


Paper. Price, 25 cents. Address this office. 


cence in Plain Language, 


PAOTEBTA, Fro. By 


I. EVOLUTION; ANTIQUITY, 
William Durham, F. R. S 


II. ASTRO OMA, Sun. Moon, Stars, Exc. By Will- 
jam Durham, F. R S. E. 


These handy series of volumes on science—of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bars, others, to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most eaeual reader. They supply a popular need. 

The price of each is 50 cents in cloth. 

Br y CER TRISTE sae Kee cre 


KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


My Medical Discovery seldom takes ho'd 
of two people alike! Why? Because no 
two people have the same weak 
spot. Beginning at the stomach it gces 
searching through the body for any hidden 
humor. Nine times out cf ten, in ward 
humor makes the weak spot. Perhaps 
it’s only a little sediment left on à nerve or in 
a gland; the Medical Discovery sides i 
right along, and you find quick happincse 
from the first bottle. Perhaps it’s a big sedi- 
ment or open sore, well settled somewhere, 
ready to fight. The Medical Discover) 
begins the fight, and you think it pretty 
hard, but soon you thank me for making 
something that has reached your weak spot. 
Write me if you want to know more about it. 


The Candie Frem Under the 
Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, , 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 


Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - - - 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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WETTSTEIN’S 


WORLD-RENOWNED WATCHES, 


. Best grades American Btem-winders : In silver- 
ine cages, 7 Jewels, $7.50 ; 9 8 wels, $8; 11 Jewels, $9; 
15 jewels, $10; do. adjusted, $16. In 3 ounce coin 
Bilver cases, $8.50 more; 4 ounce, $4.50, and 5 
ounce, $6 more. In best filled gold cases, open 
face, dust proof, 7 j«wels, $16; 9 jewels, $16 50; 11 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $18.50; do. adjusted, 
$24.50. Hunting, $22; $2250; $23: $24; $30. 
Ladies, same quality, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
$1850; 15 jewels, $ 5. 14 karat solid gold, $10 
more. The famous, 


New Model “Otto Wettsteln " Watch, 


16 jeweis end all modern improvements, $3 
more than above adjusted watches. No watch 
in the world competes with it. Finer watches up 
to $200. Il such prepaid, guaranteed 1 year, and 
cash refunded if not satisfactory. All filled gold 
cases Warranted by mauufacturers 20 years. 
Beware of New York Word's 10 karat and spurious 
cases, Watches cleaned, best work, $1; springs, 
$1, etc., and returned free. 


Y STABLISHED 1857. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN. Bcch:lle. III. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

Wiin Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
Asus WANTED quick. sales, SAMPLE FREE. A rags 


spoovinvity. Gero. A. Seoit, 842 Urondway, H, We 


Smart 
SGAM 


AT THINE OWN HOME. . 
Bend 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the notaã 
specialist, for his Private Counselor —a valua- 
bla book for young and middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It sets forth an External Appli- 
cation—A POSITIVE CURE, as itmatters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 
A GOOD WORD. : 
Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, 2 human 


Jibera? GPlestings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary tnformation. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clook, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
uresand discussions. The public cordially invited. 


"he Newark Liberal League 
Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
st, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
relisious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Seculsr Union, Newark 
Branch, 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7.30. Lecture, debates, and dircus- 
sions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 
igent; Henry BIRD; Secretary, CORA BELLE 

LAGG. S 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
ti 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street. Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P. M., ever 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat- 
form free. Charles Monbolland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadeiphia Liberal League 257 
Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ard 
Wood sts.. at 2:30and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Ssekerpublicationsalwayeon hand atcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
F. M., at the town hail, All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HrtGHTON, Sec. 


Ruzar Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Ohurch, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Tae "TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Surrey Cor. Bed. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meots every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Leotures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall) Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No, 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading poem 
Liberals are cordially in- 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:80 P. N., Kt 412 Nicollet 
ave. Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J.F.MACOMBER, Pros.: LEROY BERRIER, Sec. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn B corner 7th and Locust streets. 
d by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in the publio 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on ali subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANE Morse, Cor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P. M., at Parra 

Hall. Everybody invited, Mns. R. M. BERBA, 

Pres.; J. H. MoWrirLiAMas, Reo. Seo. 


The Walla Walla Lib ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Origing, 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large vai- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A. W. CALDER; Beo. 


Whe Roeder Secular Union 
Of Roeder, Wash. meets every first and third 
Bunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
“Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. RIOE, Pros.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Prey.; OHABLES SHEA, Seo. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged, 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 60 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special. Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at 
this office. Price, 5) cents. 


Please Don't Forget it. 

That Dr. II. James? Cannabis Indica fs pre- 
parodin Calcutta, India, from the purest and 
best Native Hemp, and is the only remedy 
either in that country or this that will posl- 
tively and permanently cure Consumption, 
Bronchitis, Asthma, Nasal Catarrh and Nervous 


itarian, and a generous Patron of the Freethought 
press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage,—Freethougnt. 


Debility or break up u fresh cold in twenty-four 
hours. $2.60 @ bottle, three bottles for $6.50. 
Craddock & Co., Proprietors, 1082 Race Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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diews of the Weck. 


JENNIE BARTH, who was made crazy by 
the meetings of Revivalist McIntosh at Spring 
Lake, Mich., two weeks ago, was so violent 
in the asylum as to require strapping, and in 
this condition was scalded to death on the 31 
by. e of an attendant giving her a 

ath. i 


Boomers on the Chero- 
kee Strip are about to be 
ejected. 


REPUBLICANS in Spain 
and Portugal speak of a 
union of the two coun- 
tries in one republic. 


Norta DaxomA Prohi- 
bitionists hav secured a 
court decision and will 
try to enforce the law. 


Tun number of persons 
frozen to death by the 
extraordinary cold 
through Europe reaches 
hundreds, 


Tux czar has given no 
reply to the appeal of the 
pope against persecution 
of Roman Catholics in 
Russia and Poland. 


Rev. HENRY Simmons, 
of Springfield, O., has 
been formally accused 
by Mrs. Haynes of at- 
tempting improper liber- 
ties at a pastoral call. 


Mz. Evans, of Tennes- 


Gems of Thought, 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKE 
AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers 


RS,GODS AN D RELIGIONS 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 
Vol. I. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 


Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders oi 5 P f 
m H ine oluding Jehovah Satan, the Holy Ghost PRAOTIOALLY. the faith of man never had 
Mae eto (oho ves DU PEE EA Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. ^ | but one object if you press to the root of the 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 8vo,835pp.. Vol. IT, Describes Fully all matter. This was to form a conception of 


the Religious Systems of the Worid. 
` Bvo,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g. e., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 
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the order under which man livs, with the 

view of determining our relation generally to 

that order. Man might ascribe that order to 

BY D. M. BENNETT. fictitious [theological] causes, or he might 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. study its real [scientific] laws; in either case 
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for three months for tak- 
ing indecent liberties with 
an eight-year-old girl. 


No authentic cures of 
consumption by Koch’s 
lymph hav been produced. Professor Vir- 
chow, the German scientist, says the lymph 
sometimes causes dangerous inflammations 
of the lungs. : 


Ir is rumored that the czar has been 
checked in persecution of the Jews by fear of 
financial difficulties that the wealthy members 


of that race through Europe might bring on 


him. 


Sianor Crispi, on account of opposition, 
has resigned the premiership of Italy. It is 
to be hoped that his successor will prove as 
stout a Freethinker and defender against the 
pope. : 

A. OANDIDATE Of the republican party in 
Spain having been defeated, his supporters 
charge it to government tampering with the 
ballots, and threaten an uprising. Troops 
are held ready. 


CoxargssMan Amos CUMMINGS writes: 
„The Democrats maintain their fight in the 
House against the Force bill. Its ghost still 
lurks in the Senate, and is liable at any mo- 
ment to materialize.” 


Mrs. MARTHA BunNHAM, of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., who was injured by being run over on 
the 80th ult., tried faith cure, in which she 
and her friends believed, till the owner of her 
residence interfered and sent for a doctor. 


Mns. WARREN Czossy, of Warren City, Ia., 


was taken with epilepsy on the 30th ult.| 


She procured the attendance of Christian 
Science faith healers, but grew worse, and at 
the end of five days a physician was called, 
but came too late to save her. 


Farner Yopyzsus, of Bt. George's Roman 
Catholic church, Williamsburgh, N. Y., is on 
trial for assaulting Mrs. Czesnewicz, the wife 
of a laborer. She says she went to mass, and 
entered the sacristry to buy a holy candle. 
Father Yodyzsus sold her the candle, and 
asked her to cross the road to his house that 
he might bless it. She went with him, and 
before he began to pray over the candle he 
gave hera glass of whisky. He then kissed 
her, despite her struggles. He next gave 
her a glass of beer, and she became uncon- 
scious till she awoke next morning in the 
priest’s bedchamber. He denies guilt. 


Tur Farmers! Alliance members in the 
lower house of the Kansas legislature do not 
attempt any radical labor legislation, as the 
senate and governor would block its passage. 
The election of Peffer, the Alliance man, was 
possible only because the two houses sat to- 
gether. So banks, money-lenders, and rail. 
roads are not in imminent peril. Peffer is 
enthusiastic, and is talked of as Alliance can- 
didate for president. The convention for 
organizing a political third party may not 
meet till May. The Knights of Labor wish 
to join, but the Federation of Labor will not. 
Some would restrict candidacy for president 


to farmers, while others would admit trades- 


union men. 


Now King David was old and stricken in years; and they covered him with clothes, but he gat no heat.—1 Kings i, 1. 


been the enemy of moral- 


ity.—Zngersoll. ` 


TRYING TO GET DAVID WARM. 


Morar principles hav 
undergone many changes 
for the better since the 
days of the carpenter of Nazareth. Arthur 


B. Moss. 


IS THIS YOUR SOH, MY LORD2|Liberty in Literature 


4 NEW NOVEL, | 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


** The shame itself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 


Tux Bible was produced by cruel people, 
and in its turn it has produced people like its 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, authors.— Ingersoll. 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’smagnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churohes and Young Men'g 
Christian: Associa- 
ion, 


By Brox. B. WESTBROOE, D.D., LL. D. 
Price $1. Address TRE TRUTH SEEKER, 


EGGS 
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To the World's Columbian Exposition Commission: 

Learning that there is an organized movement among the more conservative church people—manipulated by a 
* Sabbath ” organization—to induce your honorable body to close on Sundays the World's Fair, to be held in 1893 in 
Chicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the public on 
each Sunday of its continuance. We ask this for the following reasons: 

1. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. i 

2, That public morality may be subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 
resort when no moral amusements are available. : 

3. As a matter of justice also to the people of Chicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible, 
tens of thousands of whom can visit the Fair only on a general holiday; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 
the Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are entitled to great consideration at your hands. 

4. For the public good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 
do so; those who do not ean otherwise spend the day. This isa solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 

5. It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 
receipts. 

5. To the objection that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 
would be exactly the opposite. The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the more noble and varied in 
its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change its character, the less danger there is that employers 
will ever have the power to transfer it from its present position to the days of toil. With choice of Sunday occupation 
restricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. — 

7. Finally: Opening the World's Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 
benefit the Fair itself, the people of Chicago, and the visitors to the Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 
individual education, public morality, and the development and good of the whole country. i 


Painters hav painted their swarming groups 
‘and the center-figure of all, 

From the head of the center-figure spreading 

‘a nimbus of gold-colored light, 

But I paint myriads of heads, but paint no 
nead without its nimbus of gold-colored 
ight, 

From my hand from the brain of every man 
and woman it streams, effulgently flow- 
ing forever. — Wait Whitman. 


MaN alone can 

Reward the good, 

Punish the bad, 

Heal and save; 

All the erring, straying, 
Usefully combine.— Goethe. 


| v — 
A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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Ir would appear that there could be only 
one reply to the question, What is the use of 
theology ?—viz., None at all.— J. Wilson. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB CO., 
. 28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Normisa can by any possibility be more 
useless than a priest.—Jngersoll, 
FANCY POULTRY 10 VARIETIES, Ten years 
experience. Price List Free. No catalogue. 


Pigcons—Blue, Fans and Red Jackobins, 
J.L. MOCK, 12478. HIGH ST.,COLUMBUS 0. 


Reuiaions are like fireflies: they require 
darkness in order to shine. Schopenhauer. 
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: Botes and Qlipgings. 


Sam Jones says there are but few pious 
people on the secular press. The Galveston 
News says Sam doesn’t know what he is talk- 
ing about. There are so many pious people 
on the press that they are in the way. 


AN exciting religious feud exists at Dubois, 
Pa., between the Catholics and Protestants. 
The Protestant church and school-house at 
that place were recently burnt, and the 
Catholics are accused of setting fire to them. 


` Commissioner Morean reports nine denom- 
inations laboring among the Indians, and 
while all are to be commended it is quite 
likely there is small harvest for some. It 
must be uphill work, says the World, indoc- 
trinating an Ogalalla in foreordination, getting 
a Cheyenne to intone the creed, or teaching a 
Bannock to wear a broad-brim and say thee. 


ARoHBISHOP ERL AND has issued the follow- 
ing order: Public sentiment has become so 
pronounced, and rightly so, against lotteries 
and chance games, that we deem it our duty 
to prohibit altogether, as we now do, the 
raising of money for religious or charitable 
purposes by the sale of chances, the use of 
wheels of fortune, or by any method savoring 
of lottery or gambling.” This is the old 
story of the world reforming the church. 


Wae Bradlaugh lectured on Cromwell in 
Cooper Institute, New York, years ago, 
he had occasion, says the Tribune, to describe 
the warrior statesman as drawing his sword 
and throwing away the scabbard. Bradlaugh 
put his hand to his side and drew the imagin- 


ary sword. It was a perfect piece of acting. 
You could almost see the flashing blade. An 
old army officer who attended the lecture 
exclaimed, ‘‘ Great Cæsar! That man has 
been in the cavalry!” Which was true, al- 
though several years had elapsed since Brad- 
laugh had secured his discharge after three 
years’ service. 


Ox the possibility that Signor Crispi may 
not be recalled to the cabinet of Italy, the 
Sun says: The Vatican would hav much 
to gain by the permanent removal of Signor 
Crispi from the stage. With him no com- 
promise was possible. On the other hand, 
the fact that one who seemed invincible could 
be so suddenly and completely beaten, will 
giv immense encouragement to those friends 
of the papacy who hav becn urging Leo 
XIII. to permit Catholic electors to go to the 
pallot-box. Had they been allowed to do 
this at the last general election, they might 
now be strong enough in conjunction with 
the rebels against Crispi to construct a stable 
cabinet.” 


Tur polling at Northampton in the contest 
for the seat made vacant by the death of Mr. 
Charles: Bradlaugh progressed quietly and 
uneventfully. There was no excitement 
manifested, and the day being clear and the 
sun shining brightly, the conservativs hoped 
to polla large vote. At the last election the 
late Mr. Bradlaugh (Qladstonian) polled 
4,858 votes to 8,656 polled by his opponent, 
Mr. Thomas Orde H. Lees, who represented 
the conservativ interest, a majority of 697 for 
Mr. Bradlaugh. At the same time, in the 

second district of Northampton, that borough 
having two seats in Parliament, Mr. Henry 
Labouchere (Gladstonian) defeated Mr. Rich- 


ard Turner (Unionist) by 4,570 to 3,850, a 
majority of 720 for Mr. Labouchere. The 
election resulted as follows: Mansfield (Glad- 
stonian), 5,486; Germaine (conservativ), 


8,728. 


A Logan, Pa., dispatch says: The belief 
in witchcraft, developed about three years 
ago in the isolated hamlet of Bobtown, in 
Logan township, Mifflin county, has spread 
until now there is hardly a dozen families in 
the entire region free from its influence. The 
village of Bobtown is the headquarters of this 
superstitious sect. They frequently congre- 
gate at the home of some congenial spirit and 
talk over matters pertaining to their strange 
belief. There are two witches in this part of 
the globe, one a resident of Milroy and the 
other of Bobtown. Logan has a * doctor,’ or 
one who has the power to remove the ‘ spell’ 
from the victims after the unholy eye of the 
witch has ‘looked upon’ them. Many are 
the stories related of the machinations of the 
witches and the power of the ‘ doctor’ to cure 
the magic spell. About three montbs agoa 
little child lay sick for several weeks, and the 
child’s parents believed that it was a victim 
of a witch’s bane. The suspected witch was 
believed to be a resident of Logan. One 
dreary night in November the witch-doctor 
of this place was sent for, and after a long 
pow-wow the spell which the witch and her 
colleague, the prince of darkness, had 
wrought yielded to the secret power of the 
‘doctor.’ This particular case was heralded 
broadcast and made a host of believers. Per- 
haps the most serious case resulting from this 
strange hallucination in this neighborhood is 
that of a young married woman whose reason 
has been dethroned.” 


A REOENT press dispatch says: The 
effect of the Kean bank failure is severely 
felt by the slave-trading chiefs in the Congo * 
country, and has temporarily put a stop to 
peculiar transactions in which Methodist mis- 
sion funds played an important part. This 
was developed to-day in the county court, 
when in the course of the hearing of Bishop 
Taylors fund case some interesting state- 
ments were gleaned of the methods of con- 
verting the heathen in Africa. One of the 
bishop's methods, it was testifled, is to buy 
outright young girls from the nativ kings 
and chiefs. The Rev. Isaac Linebarger, a 
Methodist preacher of thirty years’ standing, 
and his wife, made the statements. Mrs. 
Linebarger said that after duly prospecting 
among the various people in the neighbor- 
hood, the bishop would buy young girls from 
chiefs and place them in the mission schools. 
Technically this process is called ** redeem- 
ing.” Boys need not cost anything. Girls, 
however, are worth about $30 apiece. ‘ Last 
October,’ continued Mrs. Linebarger, * I went 
to Kean’s bank and gave Miss Higgins $80 
to redeem a child. She was to be named 
Minnie Louise Waukegan.’ Miss Waukegan 
was evidently not of the upper-ten class, for 
Mrs. Linebarger testified that she had to pay 
$100 for three more. Miss Higgins refused 
to take the redemption money until Mrs. 
Linebarger named the children. ‘One, she 
continued, ‘I called Sahara Wentworth Estes 
—that was for my mother. The others were 
named respectivly Miss Lewis and Miss 
Estes.’ Mr. Linebarger said that a large 
fund had been subscribed for this redemption 
process, and that it was the intention of the 
missionaries to bring the purchased children 
under Christian influence.” 
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President Harrison’s Religion; and That of His 
Postmaster-General. 


I remember that last year, the Editor of TRE 
Truru Szexzr hauled over the coals, and they were 
very hot coals too, the Rev. Dr. McAllister, a Cove- 
nanter clergyman of Pittsburg, for a sermon he 
preached on The. Washington Calamity,” in which 
he told his hearers that the fearful destruction by 
fire of some members of Secretary Tracy’s family, 
and his own narrow escape, was “a warning” given 
to this nation by an angry God, of more direful ca- 
lamities yet to come, in case it did not repent of its 
sins, and recognize Jesus Christ to be its lord and 
king, and the Bible as its divine statute-book. The 
public became indebted to Dr. McAllister for the in- 
formation that,, before issuing his Thanksgiving 
proclamation, a committee of his fellow-Ohristians 
called in person on President Harrison, and earnestly 
solicited him to insert into the forthcoming docu- 
ment, the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, in his high 
character as ruler de jure, of all nations, and not 
omit it, as his pagan predecessors in office had done; 
but that, when the paper was published to the world, 
the sacred name of Christ could not be found in it! 
In order to show the facilis decensus of the presi- 
dent, the Christian Statesman of a late date calls 
attention to the fact that, in the Zast Thanksgiving 
proclamation, Mr. Harrison not only omitted the 
name of Ohrist from the body of his state paper, but 
even in the date, avoids using the phrase, anno 
domini—in the year of our Lord; whereupon that 
journal, in its holy indignation, calls the proclama- 
tion, not only an unohristian, but an anféohristian 
document; and Secretary Wylie caps the climax of 
his scorn for the president, by saying that he was 
“ profoundly ignorant of the Christian religion.” 

Now, Mr. Editor, after expressing our surprise, if 
not sorrow, that a clergyman should forget the 
divine injunctions “not to speak evil of dignities,” 
let us calmly, and without prejudice, look at this 
case, and see whether the severe judgment pro. 
nounced upon President Harrison is not nearer right 
than wrong. 

For the first time since this government was 
founded, and after a century of agonizing prayers 
that hav ascended to heaven from the lips of his 
covenanted people, the Lord, to prove himself to be 
a prayer-answering God, raised up and gave to this 
nation as its president a truly religious man, in the 
person of Benjamin Harrison, a ruling elder in good 
and regular standing of the orthodox Presbyterian 
church. He was a superintendent of the Sunday- 
school in his church at Indianapolis, a devout man, 
and one that feared God with all his house, and 
prayed to God always. Mr. Harrison, in an inter- 
view with a United States Senator, soon after the 
election, claimed that it was the Lord who had made 
him president, and not Quay, Dudley, Olarkson, and 
Governor Hill, as his unsanctified political opponents 
charged. This delighted the Oovenanters and 
strengthened their faith and hope; because in this 
claim he plainly expressed the very doctrin they and 
their fathers had contended for so long and which 
they got from the scriptures, that the civil magis- 
trate is a minister of God, deriving all his authority 
to rule, not from the people over whom he ruled, but 
from God; and that he, whether king, kaiser, czar, 
or president, was accountable to that source of power 
for his official acts, and to no other. 

Let us now see what the nation got, when, in the 
person of Mr. Harrison as its chief magistrate, it got 
^ professor of religion. 

A professor, say of music, is a person who is an 
adept, well skilled, and comparativly perfect in the 
art which he professes to practice and to teach. 
Thousands of the common people love music, and 
sing, and play upon poor instruments, and in poorer 
style, in obscure neighborhoods. But a professor of 
music is master of his art. He is a model. He is 
an authority. He is to be imitated by all learners in 
order to be proficient. In religion and the church a 
professer is a person who, abjuring the maxims of 
the world, comes out openly as a follower of Christ, 
and walks in the straight and narrow way that leads 
to life eternal. Although living in this world, he is 
not of the world, but is a pilgrim and stranger here. 
He lives for the sole purpose of serving and honor- 
ing Christ as his redeemer. In the harvest-field of 
this world he claims to be of the wheat; all the rest 
being tares, whose fate, at the end of the harvest, is 
to be raked up and burnt. It is remarkable, and 
highly creditable to the character of Christ, that, 
when on earth, he did not proselyte, and deceive men 
by false promises into following him. He was fair and 
candid in laying down the terms of discipleship. 
Knowing that to recognize him as master and Lord 
meant personal danger and constant self-denial, he re. 
quired of a follower a public pledge of loyalty to him 
and his causeas the condition of salvation. Here are 
the words he used: Whosoever shall confess me be. 
fore men, him will I also confess before my father 
which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me 


i before men, 
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him will I also deny 
which is in heaven"  .  . 

But both he and his cause were then suffering 
publie obloquy, and knowing that shame was one of 
the most powerful sentiments of human nature and 
the besetting sin of those who felt themselvs to be 
in a small minority ; and having seen, moreover, how 
Nicodemus came to him to practice the duties of dis- 
cipleship by night because he was ashamed to do so 
in the daytime, he strengthened the courage of his 
followers, and emphasized the condition of salvation, 
by declaring that * Whosoever shall be ashamed of 
me and of my words, in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him also shall the son of man be 
ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his father, 
with the holy angels.” In one short sentence it 
meant: No cross, no crown. 

The reader will easily see from this that the rela- 
tionship set up between a professor of religion and 
his God is strictly of the nature of a covenant, or 
agreement, between two or more parties—in this 
case two—in which it is solemnly agreed that if 
God, the party of the first part, will freely and eter- 
nally forgiv all the sins of the party of the second 
part, by imputing to him in the settlement the right- 
eousness of Christ for justification, and bind himself 
to bring him safely to heaven after death, then he, 
the party of the second part, binds himself to confess 
Christ before the unbelieving world, to accept all the 
dangers and difficulties which such & confession im- 
plies, and devote himself, without reservation, to the 
promotion of Christ's cause and honor, by making all 
his acts and all his influence through life conduciv 
to that sole end. Then the party of the second part 
takes the oath of dedication and consecration, by 
sitting down to the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, 
and thus becomes a professor. 

Now, be it remembered that, when Mr. Harrison 
made this solemn dedication of himself and all he 
had to Jesus Obrist, in consideration of his escape 
from the damnation of hell, he did it voluntarily and 
deliberately. He was not compelled to burden his 
soul with these vows and make this publie profession 
of the Christian religion, as the Jews and Moriscoes 
in Spain were by the Catholics, on the alternativ of 
suffering death by the tortures and fire of the Holy 
Inquisition. He did it freely, and would not hav 
lowered himself in the estimation of the world, if, 
like his predecessors in office, he had not done so at 
all. Besides, it never occurred to him, away out 
there in Indiana, when he publicly entered into this 
covenant with God, to hav inserted such a clause as 
this: “That, the said Benjamin Harrison, the party 
of the second part, being a natural-born, male citizen 
of the United States, and therefore liable to be 
called on, like other citizens, some time or other to 
administer the government as president, and take 
the required oath of office under a purely secular 
Constitution which ignores.the existence of all the 
persons in the godhead and every form of religion, 
he be allowed to take the said oath with the private 
understanding that it will not be binding upon his 
conscience during the period of his public service.” 
Mr. Harrison made no such proviso. He did not 
stipulate, as Naaman the Syrisn did, on the occasion 
of his being converted to the faith of Israel, that, 
when his idolatrous master, leaning upon his arm, 
went into the house of Rimmon to worship, and he 
himself bowed down too, the Lord would pardon 
him in this thing. He had the grandest opportunity 
ever presented to an American Christian to put his 
name with Daniel, the prophet, and his brethren in 
the lion’s den, upon the list of the immortals who 
were true to themselvs and to God under the most 
trying circumstances. His postmaster-general, the 
head of the department that comes nearer to the 
people than any other, was also s professor of the 
same Ohristian religion, known all over the country 
for being a Sunday-school superintendent and a 
man of remarkable piety. He was probably selected 
as a cabinet officer and postmaster-general for the 
very reason that he would use his best efforts to 
make the post-offises and the railroads Sabbath- 
keeping institutions. The whole Ohristian public 
had a right to expect, and they did expect, that 
under such a godly administration religious profes- 
sorship would no longer rest under the contumely 
of being a mere matter of dress parade and a mask 
for pretentious cowards. = 

When Oliver Cromwell, after the decapitation of 
King Charles, was called to be protector of the Eng- 
lish commonwealth, did he put the candle of his re- 
ligion under a bushel, instead of setting it upon a 
candle-stick? When he came to London to admin- 
ister the government, did he leave the sacred 
vows of his dedication and consecration to the service 
of Ohrist his leader, at home, with his old, worn-out, 
and cast-off clothes? Not a bit of it. He was a 
Ohristian before he became protector ; and when in- 
vested with almost supreme political power he used 
it, first and foremost, to glorify God, as the chief end 
of man. Had he, and his Admiral Blake, who was a 
chip from the same Puritan block, lived twenty years 
longer than they did, English history would not now 
be blotted with the infamous reigns of Charles II. and 


before my father | 


James II. Ireland would hav been Protestantized, 


1801. 


instead of being left as an incurable ulcer in the side 
of the British monarchy, filling, not only the House 
of Commons, but the whole English-speaking world, 
with its odious stench. Knowing that popery was 


the cause of Treland's degradation, Cromwell wouid 


hav packed the Catholic hierarchy back to Rome, 
and knocked them in the head if they refused to go. 
He never would hav attempted the impossible job of 
converting into a free state, a nation whose people 
allowed themselvs to be bridled, saddled, and, like so 
many donkeys, ridden by the priests. 

Behold the contrast between the English Christian 
protector and our Christian president! 

In imitation of the Roman soldiers, who, before 
going to war, took the saeramentum, or oath of alle- 
giance to their country and its generals, Elder Har- . 
rison, not only in the little prayer-meeting at Indian- 
apolis, but in the great congregation of the saints, 
on sacramental Occasions, could join his comrades in 
singing, with tearful eyes, and souls full of determi- 
nation, the Christian batile-hymn: . 

Am I a soldier of the cross? 

A follower of the lamb? 

And shall I fear to own his cause, 
Or blush to speak his name? etc. 

But when he came to Washington, as president of 
the United States, and the Lord, by a special provi- 
dence, bad opened up the way for him to do some- 
thing effectual toward fulfilling his ssered vows to 
confess Ohrist before the world, both he, and the 
flatulent Wanamaker, who had sworn the came oath 
of allegiance a hundred times, struck their colors, 
and surrendered to the God of this world! Was 
there no need to bear witness for Christ, and his 
words, in the capital of the nation, on the plea that 
there were no sinful and adulterous practices com- 
mitted there? Why, Washington scciety has the 
reputation of reeking with corruption. To be sure, 
there is an immense amount of professionalism in 
that city; but the saints are all samaritane—“ they 
fear the Lord, but serve their own gods.” There 
are, however, the members of the Senate and House 
of Representative, which, of themselves, are a large 
field for the missionary labors of a godly president 
and postmaster-general. How many of them put in 
the hours of the holy Sabbath in profenely talking 
politics and playing poker, instead of devoutly at- 
tending church? And although each House, pro- 
fessedly for its own special and spiritual benefit, 
employs, and pays out of the people's money, a 
“chaplain” to open the daily sessions with prayer, 
how shamefully they treat him, snd the God he rep- 
resents, when they so generally absent themselva 
at the time he performs his sacred duty! Has the 
president ever sent a message of rebuke to them for 
their outrageous contempt of divine things? These 
two professors of religion at home were total ab. 
stainers from intoxicating liquors, we are tcld. Was 
there no need to testify against the debssement of 
drunkenness in Washington, when, according to the 
uncontradicted statement of Mr. S5. John, there are 
two thousand saloons in that city; and when, in the 
inaugural procession of March 4ih, a whole thousand 
of the keepers marched in honor of the president ? 
After being sworn into office, our Christian president 
and representativ of Christ attended the ball in the 
pension offi ce, where four hundred gallons of Roman 
punch were consumed by the dancers! He not only - 
drinks intoxicating liquors himself, says Mr. St. 
John, but serves his guests at the White House with 
four or five different brands of the same article ! 

And what, pray, has Wanameker ever done to re- 
deem his pledge as a professor of religion during the 
two years he has been at Washington? Has he ever 
testified for the Lord’s holy Sabbath? Has he 
asked Congress to authorize him to close the post- 
offices, and stop the carrying of the mails on that 
day, so that his officials, after their wearisome labors 
of the week, may rest and go to church? Not one 
step has he taken toward the accomplishment of 
that object. The sum total of his Christian endeavor, 
thus far, to “confess Ohrist before man,” is the or- 
der be issued to his official subordinates to forbid 
the “ Kreutzer Sonata” from being carried in the 
mails! He still continues, however, in the profess- 
ing business, and struts before his admiring pupils 
in his Sunday-school at Philadelphie, and goes 
through the solemn mockery of confessing Christ on 
sacramental occasions, as if the public were blind and 
could not think. But, if Christianity be not a mere 
swindle upon the credulity of mankind, kept up by 
its professors to benefit themselves, both Wanamaker 
and his chief must be get down as religious cowards 
and apostates, who, after a while, must experience a 
fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indigna- 
tion when Christ, surrounded by his assessors, the 
angels, shall come to judge the world and separate 
the sheep from the goats. 

Some readers of this communication may perhaps 
feel that my condemnation of the two religious 
characters I am criticising is too severe. But the 
parties themselvs would not dare to say so, for they 
know in their hearts that I am only drawing a con- 
trast between their religious pretensions and their 
religious practices. I am weighing them in their 
own scales, even the scales of the sanctuary. I say 
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nothing against their private characters on the score 
of morale, for in that respect they are probably as 
good as the rest of us. They are not private citizens, 
even if they did not hold political cffiee. They 
stand before the public as professors of the way in 
which, it is claimed, that it is religion which exalts 
and glorifies the human character; and their con- 
duct in that respect is a silent, but audacious, re- 
proach on all who make no such profession. When 
they thus set themselva up as models and exemplars, 
and assume a superiority in goodness to the common 
run of mortals, they not only invite, but challenge, 
criticism ; and we who are of this world, worldly, 
hav a right to inquire whether that which glistens in 
their character as gold, and givs them their high 
reputation in the church, is the real metal, or only 
mere tinsel. They profess to be soldiers of the 
cross, enlisted for life; and their high calling is to 
make an aggressiv fight for the crown rights of 
Jesus Ohrist as king, against a world of rebels in 
arms; and we hav a right to examin their military 
record, and see if they hav performed on the field of 
battle any deeds of courage for the cause, or any act 
of devotion to their great leader. And if we find 
proof, as we do in these cases, that all the wounds 
received hav lefi their scars behind and not before, 
indicating cowardice and treason, we hav a right, 
and it is ‘our duty, to hold them up in their true 
charactere before all Israel and the sun. Lex, 

Attorney-at-law for Dr. McAllister and the Cove- 

nanters. 2 
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Our London Letter. 


In the Freethinker of January 4th appears a con- : 


cise and excellent article by the indefatigable Mr. A. 
B. Moss, on Stockiaking.” He givs a statement of 
his own work for Freethought during the past year, 
and in comparing the past and the present state of 
the movement shows that there are still as good men 
in the cause as there ever hav been, and he sees no 
reason to believe that there is any sign of decay, not. 


. withstanding Mr. Stead's opinion that Ssqularism ig 


fast dying out. The correspondence in the Hecho on 
this question very soon subsided when the replies of 
prominent Freethinkers appeared and showed that 
Mr. Stead's case could not be maintained. Our ene- 
mies seemed to think that because the National Sec- 
ular Sosiety could not show au annual increase of 


members equal to that of 1883, Secularism was ool- 


lapsing. It is very certain that any religious society 
that could show such an increase of membership as 


even in the year when the smallest number joined the 


Secular Society, would be exceedingly rejoiced, and 
announces the figures in large type in all the religious 
journals. If the National Secular Society included 
all the Sacularists in Great Britain, there might be 
some cause shown that the cause was not making 
such headway £s might be erpscted, but this is a very 
different matter from absolutely losing ground. 

The National Sacular Society numbers only a 
small proportion of those who hav left or never 
joined the religious part of the community, and it 
appears to be ignored that the little salt has leavened 
the whole camp, and society generally is fast being 
Seeularized. Very few religious teachers of the 
present day hold by the good old-fashioned orthodox 
views of Mr. Spurgeon, for instance, who stands 
almost alone in his doctrinal opinions, and the rising 
generation would not be persuaded to attend either 
church or chapel if such crude ideas were now pro- 
mulgated. Even in the churches where more liberal 
opinions are preached it is dificult to get a congre- 
gation together, as exhortations do not nowadays 
find much favor, the chief attraction being of a 
musical nature. Concerts and other entertainments 
hav also to be given during the week, admission be- 
ing free, or only a small sum is levied, so that it is 
found running a church with any hope of success is 
a much more costly matter than it was formerly, as 
these week-night diversions and Sunday organ per- 
formances are somewhat expensiv, the performers 
not always possessing enough religion to induce 
them to giv their services gratuitously. The funds 
for keeping these things going come from those 
whose object is how to make the best of both 
worlds," successful exploiters of labor who square 
their rascalities, and compensate for their crimes to 
humanity, by giving freely and liberally to the“ min- 
isters of the Lord.” 

The death of Chas. Bradlaugh will be felt very 
keenly by all Freethinkers, as well as by many who 
had no sympathy for his opinions on religious mat- 
ters bat wao ad nirad him for his indomitable will, 
energy, &nd his persistence in fighting for the op- 
pressed. In India his death will be mourned by 
thousands of the nstiv population who greatly re- 
vered him, and placed in him all their hopes for. 
the remedy of grievaaces under which they labored. 
His has been along and arduous struggle against 
odds that would hav overwhelmed almost any other 
man. He lived long enough to gain the respect of 
those who, in the House of Commons, were at one 
time his bitterest enemies. Only on Tuesday an ob 
ject for which he had long fought was attained, and 
the House ordered the resolution declaring him un- 
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able to swear or affirm to be expunged from its rec- 
ords. The borough of Northampton will not easily 
find a man to take his place. He was admittedly one 
of the most hard-working and painstaking men in 
Parliament, and he will be greatly missed there. 
Ten years ago his death would hav been hailed as a 
national blessing, now it will be looked upon as a 
national calamity. Such men only appear at long 
intervals of time, and it is pretty certain that no 
such one will be seen or heard by anyone now liv- 
ing. It seems hard that, having borne the heat and 
burden of the day, now that there seemed a pros- 
pect of some reward for all his toil, he has entered 
into his everlasting rest. J. D. 


——— —-—V— ———— 
The Power of Prayer. 


„Oh, save me, God!” we raise the cry, 
à And prayers for help like incense ríse, 
And, when the danger passes by, 
We say that God has heard our cries. 


Who saves the tiny, startled fish, 
Pursued by his relentless foe? 

Who heeds his finny, prayerful wish? 
No one; the fish for food must go. 


Who hears the prayer of harmless bird 
When swallowed by the larger hawk? : 
Who intervenes, by deed or word, 
The murderous design to balk? 


In nature is the lesson shown, 
Where stronger ones survive the weak, 
That God helps him, and him alone, 
Who, of himself, his help can seek. 


Attleboro, Mass. Arlon M, BiNorAIR. 
— .. —Uñ—4äUc— V n 


Justice, Not Charity. 


All hail the dawn of a new day breaking, 
Wher a strong armed nation shall take away 

The weary burdens from backs taat are aching, 
With maximum work and minimum pay. 


When no man is honored who hoards his millions ; 
When no man feasts on another’s toil, 

And God's poor suffering, striving billions 
Shall share his riches of sun and soil. 


There is gold for all in the earth’s broad bosom, 
There is food for all in the earth’s great store, 
Enough is. provided if rightly divided. 
Let each man take what he needs—no more. 


Shame on the miser with unused riches, 
Who robs the toiler to swell his hoard, 

Who beats down the wages of digger of ditches, 
And steals the bread from the poor man’s board ; 


Shame on the owner of mines whose cruel 
. And: selfish measures hav brought him wealth, 
While the ragged wretches who dig his fuel 

Are robbed of comfort and hope and health. 


Shame on the ruler who rides in his carriage ; 
Bought with the labor of half.paid men— 
Men who are shut ont of home and marriage, 
And are herded like sheep in a hovel pen. 


Let the clarion voice of the nation wake him 
To broader visions and fairer play, 

Or let the hand of a just law shake him 
"Til his ill-gotten dollars shall roll away. ` 


Let no man dwell under a mountain of plunder, 
Let no man suffer with want and cold; l 
We want right living, not mere alms-giving, 
We want dividing of labor and gold. 


—By Ella, Wheeler Wilcox. 


— 2 —— — 
St. Peter's Soliloquy. 
(AT THE GATE.) 
Heu pietas! Heu prisca, fides In 


In spite of all our gospel and revivals, 

The bus’ness here is getting rather. slow. 
We don’t get ten per cent of the arrivals, 

The most of them are stopping down below. 


The chap who owns that system of caloric 
And runs the basement, he is pretty sharp. 
He doesn’t giv em problems hyperbolic, - 
Nor say a word about the wings and harp. 


He fixes 'em on earth; that’s what's the matter, 
And we don't fix 'em till they get all through. 

Our plan is good, but then hís plan is better, 
For he don't bother 'em; Lord knows we do. 


Salvation Army! Bosh! That doesn't fetch 'em, 
And missionaries; well, that scheme’s too thin. 

That chap downstairs, he manages to catch ’em, 
Because what we scare off he gathersin. 


We once could get ’em, on the deluge story, 
And do 'em up about the rib.and ark, 

Or knock ’em with the picture of our glory; 
That's busted, also Jonah and the shark. 


You see, down on earth they're always mix'd up, 
And each sect sends the other ones to h—ll. 

We always fail’d to get the matter fix'd up, 
And what to do is pretty hard to tell. 


A miracle might work, but who could do it? 
There’s no one here to do the thing up brown. 

Suppose we tried one, we'd be sure to rue it; 
No; nary miracle; it won't go down. 


I think I'll go and put the case to Moses, 
He might perhaps get up a scheme or two. 
He caught 'em once, but no one now supposes 
That his old Pentateuch was ever true. 


Here, Gabe, you watch the gatea minute; 8 
Don’t be particular with those who call. 

This thing’s played out, there’s really nothing in it, 
They’ve tumbled to our racket, that is all. 


—Juata in Boston Investigator. 


has made almost magic progress. 


Progress of the Cause in Washington. 


The Archipelago de Haro, East sound, is the most 
lovely garden-spot in the straits of Fuca. Tourists 
fail to realize any correct idea of the beauty and 
fertility of the Puget sound country, who fail to 
visit the islands from Skagit Head to Nanaimo. 
For the thousand and one charms and surprises of 
an ever-shifting scene, and for startling eff sets, as 
well as for ease of access from all sound cities, the 
islands which lie in the waters of the Archipelago de 
Haro, known as the San Juan country, are unsur- 
passed. Orcas island is the largest of the group, 
and is made up of bold and high mountain ranges. 
As the little steamer makes the run up the beautiful 
bay called East sound, the picturesque village of the 
same name looms up in wondrous beauty. Situated 
amidst mountains and inland seas, its location, ro- 
mantie scenery, facilities for boating, hunting, and 
all outdoor sports, render it the most delightful and 
desirable place for a rural home, a retreat from the 
bustle and worry of city life. But not alone is East 
Sound a most desirable place of residence for the 
enjoyment of wealth acquired, but it offers great at- 
traction to those who desire to earn a competency 
by fruit-raising—an easy and pleasing task, for the 
locality is just one great, lovely fruit-garden. Or- 
chards and strawberry plots abound in every direc- 
tion. All around, save at the water front, the stately 
forest is rapidly receding before the march of prog- 
ress and fruit culture. Despite the prominence of 
the Emanuel church (Episcopalian), God is not with - 
them, or at least not with the pastor enough to in- 
duce him to defend his faith. And the same is the 
case with a Methodist church, whose method is to 
denounce, instead of hearing. and offering evidence 
that Infidels are wrong. Freethought is making 
rapid growth. Ashton Thomas, of Waldron, a hand- 
some, stelwart young Liberal, possessing courage, 
energy, and devotion to the cause, took the respon- 
sibility and aroused the Libera's to making an effort 
to establish & local Liberal Uaion. I delivered three 
lectures at the school-house, and was astonished that 
despite darkness and rain there was each night a 
large attendance and great interest manifest. Our 
last night's lecture was followed by a dance, kept 
up till full dawn. I succeeded in obtaining twenty- 
nue members to the Washington Secular Union. 
They elected that earnest, outspoken Infidel, A. K. 
Jackson, as vice-president, and executiv officer of the 
state society for Hast Sound. I had a most pleasant 
visit, and expect that when the delegation attend our 
annual meeting Sunday, February 221, they will 
come authorized to engage me for another course of 
lectures. 

Blaine, Whatcom county, since my previous visit 
It has miles of 
handsome, broad, well graded, good sidewalked 
streets—about seven miles of streets, and twelve 
miles of really good sidewalk, at a cost of $75 000. 
The electric light company hav put in one of the 
finest systems on the const, at a cost of $50,000. 
And there are a number of brick blocks costing from 
$18,000 to $20,000, and, better than all, a grand 
large brick school-house costing $18 000. An electric 
motor line, a telephone system, and an immense can- 
nery are under way. ‘The fisheries and coal fields 
are being developed. No place on the const offers 
better inducement to the settler to invest capital and ` 
make a home. Aud the march of progress is sus- 
tained, for Liberalism keeps pace with the once 
little, now big, city’s wondrous growth and advance- 
ment. The Opera House was crowded each of the 
three nights I lectured. Fourteen good and true 
Liberals were added to the roll of the Washington 
Sacular Union, and that popular citizen and energetic 
young business man, J. M. G. Merritt, was unani- 
mously elected vice-president. There is a loud call 
for Mrs. F. O. Raynolds, and doubtless immediately 
after the annual meeting, Sunday, February 221, 
she will visit Blaine, and win the activ cooperation 
of the good women to our cause, all that is needed 
to make Blaine the nearest possible approach to an 
earthly paradise. 

The annual meeting of the Washington Sseular 
Uaion will be held at G. A. R Hall, Hinokley Block, 
corner of Second and Columbia streets, Seattle, on 
Sunday, Fob. 22, 1891. Morning session at 10 —2d - 
dress of welcome; reports of secretary, treasurer, 
and board of directors; short speeches by dalegates 
and members on Methods to vromote our aim: aud 
objects.” Afternoon session at 2 —»lection of offi ses; 
short speeches by delegates and members on '* Ways 
and means; address by Mes. F. O. Hsynolds. 
Evening at 7:50 —leoture by Riv. H. Hangurud, the 
able and eloquent exponent of Liberalism, on “ The 
Lives of Great Thinkers, and the Treatment They 
Hav Received at the Hands of the Church.” 

O. B. REYNOLDS, 
Sse. Washington Secular Union. 
— s ont A i an 


Teruz freedom of speech will not be attained until 
men can be permitted to express their ideas about 
God as freely as their notions about geology. The 
First Cause is as legitimate an object of research as 
is electricity.—Robt. C. Adams. 
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Westbrook on Wakeman. 


In TRE Terura Serger of February 7th, T. B. 
Wakeman, Esq., says, in regard to the “strenuous 
opposition " I alleged had been made by himself and 
Dr. Foote to the appointment of Mr. Charles Watts 
as field secretary: “I hav made no opposition, 
strenuous or other, to the appointment of Mr. Watts, 
nor has Dr. Foote to my knowledge. or belief. We 
hav been trying to feel our way to that result with- 
out unfairness to others.” My statement is pro- 
nounced by Mr. Wakeman “quite the reverse of the 
truth.” Then, in Tus Trurm Szxxer of February 
14th, he grows bolder and affirms that “the presi- 
dent was, therefore, entirely off of the truth in print- 
ing that there was a ‘strenuous opposition’ to the 
appointment of Mr. Watts on my part. I am a 
friend and admirer of Mr. Watts,” eto. Now, since 
my truthfulness ig called in question, I must print 
what is necessary for my vindication whoever may 
suffer from it. In a letter from Dr. Foote dated 
Dec. 25, 1890, he writes: “Now, as to Watts indi- 
vidually. To practically import him and put him to 
the front will be to affront all the Americans in the 
field, and I think there would be such a wail. from 
them as would make it impossible to collect the 
funds to pay him. Jealousies, especially race pref. 
erences, are not ‘ Liberal,’ but they are human and 
natural, or, at least, common and inevitable.” This 
letter, Dr. Foote says in a postscript, was shown to 
Mr. Wakeman, who said, “Send it on.” In another 
letter from Dr. Foote, under date of December 31st, 
he writes: But the more I remember the past ex- 
perience of the American Secular Union with him 
(Mr. Watts), the more I am certain it cannot be 
done, unless you are prepared to find contributions 
from new sources rather than the old stand-bys. 
Mr. Watts once left the Union in debt and in hard 
straits to square itself with gentlemen from whom his 
pay [had been got], by loans on notes of the Union— 
in no dishonorable way, to be sure, but with a gort of 
reckless disposition to make himself comfortable what- 
ever might happen to the American Secular Union. 
. . . If you are bent on carrying out the plan with 
Mr. Watts, and my action has made it difficult, I am 
glad of it, and some day you may be glad, too, as I 
think you may discover that it must hav led to dis- 
aster, to your discomfiture and discredit as a leader. 
- ... Please let these letters be presented (to 
the board) and filed as my views and Mr. Wake- 
man’s, who fully agrees with me as he says to-day.” 
Now, I leave your readers to decide whether I am 
"entirely off the truth,” and my statements “the 
reverse of the truth.” I do not characterize Mr. 
Wakeman’s allegations as they deserve, but leave 
others to determin whether he has not at least 
“cracked” the commandment which forbids the 
bearing of false witness against one's neighbor. 
The strange course of Mr. Wakeman at the 
Portsmouth congress and since, may hav been 
prompted by the “new philosophy” of which he is 
the exponent, but it seems to me more like Joab's 
philosophy with Amasa, when he took him by the 
beard and kissed him, saying, “Art thou in health, 
my brother?” and then thrust his dagger under his 
filth rib until his bowels gushed out and fell upon 
the ground (2 Sam. xx, 9, 10). Allow me just space 
enough here to say that I think Dr. Foote and Law- 
yer Wakeman make a great mistake in seeming to 
regard the American Secular Union as a sort of soup 
society to which certain persons may come with their 
little pails and occasionally get a ladle full of the 
delectable compound! I believe that our Liberal 
lecturers are not as mean and jealous as some 
persons seem to think them, and are not like one of 
old who said: Put me, I pray thee, into one of the 
priest's offices that I may eat a piece of bread” (1 
Sam. ii, 36). R. B. WxSsTRROOR. 

February 14, 1891. 


— dM 
The Field Secretary. 
From the first moment that the action of the board 
of directors of the American Secular Union upon the 
above subject was made known, I had mentally re- 
solved to abstain from expressing any opinion what- 
ever concerning it. But as I hav received so many 
letters from my friends upon this subject, I beg to 
ask indulgence for giving a general reply to the 
equivocations of certain interested persons. In fact, 
from the treatment that I hav recently experienced 
at the hands of those who hav assumed a fictitious 
leadership of our principles—and a course of treat- 
ment which they seem inclined to keep up—I feel 
myself compelled to take this step. I hav no desire 


to create ill feeling, or even division, in our ranks, 
but that euch will inevitably ensue unless the present 
administration is deposed is absolutely certain, and 
as I am actuated by the principles of justice to all, 
and inspired with a love of universal freedom, I am 
only desirous of preventing such a catastrophe and 
establishing firmly in our midst an organization In- 
fide] in character, name, and policy, and one whose 


„power and influence shall be both heard and felt 


from the Atlantic coast to the slopes of the Pacific. 

As is now pretty well known, the majority of the 
board of directors are utterly opposed to my appoint- 
ment as the field secretary, and, for some reason, 
best known to themselvs, they positivly refuse to 
ratify the recommendation of the late congress, an 
action on their part which has been characterized by 
one of the best and truest members of the Union 
(and one whose presence at the late congress renders 
his opinion also of great value), as “a truly delight- 
ful instance of popular government when the sover- 
eign people point emphatically one way and its trusted 
representativs go duly in the opposit direction.” I 
cannot say that I ever expected to be put into the 
field asa Freethought missionary while Westbrook 
and Co. maintained an absolute control of the situa- 
tion. I even intimated this at the Portsmouth con- 
gress, after my election, fo those of my friends who 
were present, and who were so sanguin of the good 
work that I could accomplish were the opportunity 
given me. Therefore I fully anticipated what the 
result of the meeting of the board would be, know- 
ing the antipathy shown toward me, and the prej- 
udice existing -in the minds of the president and 
secretary against me. Not only hav the majority 
of the present board (or at least some of them) 
been content with their proved opposition to my- 
self, but they hav been guilty of using the most 
contemptible meang that only the most constructiv 
malice could invent, in order to defeat justice and 
serve their own selfish ends. They hav vilified 
my name; attempted to blast my reputation, to 
damage my character, and to prejudice my own 
friends against me. They hav even questioned the 
very existence of the society to which I belong, 
and which I successfully organized on September 
last, and now that they find the society too strong 
for them to break up, they in the most abject 
manner possible threaten to revoke the charter of 
the said society unless it carries out certain con- 
ditions which they hav assumed a fictitious right 
to dictate. This distinctly proves what I said at 
the last congress, viz., “ affiliation " means subordina- 
tion to Westbrook, hence his assumed right to 
dictate by what name a society shall- be known. 
But the Newark branch is not disposed to change 
its name, and if Mr. Westbrook is still inclined to 
revoke the charter, I can only say, Let him try. 
I can easily understand why he seeks to revoke this 
charter. In fact, the wish is father to the thought, 
because I should then no longer be a member of the 
Secular Union, and the board could not consistently 
appoint a non-member. Thus the way would be 
clear for him to appoint his own candidate. 

This, again, brings another question to the front— 
was Charles Watts the man they originally intended 
to nominate against me? In a recent issue of this 
paper was published a letter from one of the “ two re- 
sponsible” directors, T. B. Wakeman, in which he 
expressly states that at the meeting of the board of 
directors the name of this personage was “ withheld” 
from them. Now, why was the name “ withheld?” 
Why did the president prefer that two out of the 
seven directors should take a step in the dark? Did 
he expect that he could so impose upon their intelli- 
gence as to get them to vote for a man whom they 
did not know, and whose name could not be given 
them? If Charles Watts was the man they first 
had in view, what possible reason could they hav for 
withholding his name then, and publishing it to the 
world now? But the truth is that Charles Watts 
was not the man, but another one whose name they 
did not want to giv, in case they could not bulldoze 
the rest of the directors, and one whom Miss Orad- 
dock herself has very inadvertently stated to bea 
“prominent Philadelphian.” If proof of this is re- 
quired, it can be supplied upon application. 

Besides this, they hav stooped so low as to say 
what is.not true in order to gain their object. They 
hav tried to influence my own friends against me by: 
saying that the person who nominated me at the late 
congress tried afterward to get the nomination with- 
drawn, as he had regretted what he had done. Now, 
this statement I deny, and declare to be positivly 
and absolutely untrue, a statement willfully false and 
uttered with malicious intent. I hav taken the lib- 
erty of writing to my nominator, and he denies the 
above imputation, and even intimates that, so far 
from desiring to withdraw his motion to appoint me, 
when overtures were made to him, and when my ene- 
mies attempted to place obstructions in the way of 
my appointment, “I took the ground that such in 
this cate was unnecessary, and that I would oppose 
any such arrangement.” And he concludes with the 
following expression of opinion: "I am satisfied 
that you can do good work if given the opportunity. 
If the members of the Union convened in congress 


hav no voice in mattérs pertaining to their own inter- 
ests, why not avoid the expense of such congress by 
leaving all and everything to the executiv board?“ 
Is not this instance sufficient to show what the 
present administration will resort to, to gain their 
selfish object? If false in one thing, false in all 
things.” Let every star that dots the firmament 
look down upon their inconsistency. Let the sun, 
that brilliant orb of day, shine down upon their sel- 
fishness. Let the whole of nature in loud and unmis- 
takable language speak out against their prevarication. 
It was a singular coincidence that in the very same 
issue of Tux TRUTRH Szrxrs in which Miss Oraddock 
appeals for the friends of Charles Watts to speak - 
out in his behalf, there should be three letters from 
my friends speaking out in my behalf, and all of them 
tried and trusted friends of the Union, and this in 
addition to an editorial condemning the action and 
policy of the present administration. But as the 
appeal has been made as well as publication of ex- 
‘tracts from letters, it will not be out of place for me 
to giv a few extracts from some letters that hav been 
written to me. In addition to the one already 
quoted (my nominator's), I hav received another, 
from one of the best supporters and subscribers of 


the Union, in which he says: My impression was 


that the congress appointed you, and that the board 
of directors had nothing to do but put you out as 
soon as there was money enough to psy your ex- 
penses;" and further: When I sent my contribu- 
tion to the Guarantee Fund it was with the intention 
of getting some cash there to start you cut.” An- 
other friend of the Union, firm and true, writes: 
“I know of no one better qualified then yourself, 
and I should like to see you at work. We want no 
half-hearted policy undertaken, but an earnest move- 
ment against the frauds, falsehoods, and foolishness 
of Christianity.“ And still another writes, advising 
me not to accept the office under the present admin- 
istration, because, says he, they would handicap 
you, aud by placing obstacles in your path injure 
your future prospects; and he adds: I am in your 
favor, and if you still desire to accept, knowing the 
disadvantages you would labor under, I shall still 
vote for you.” I could still go on, but I will refrain 
from so doing because I do not wish to trespass fur- 
ther upon the space of the paper. 

But I venture to think that the assumed head of 
our national. organization has run us against a rock, 


a huge black rock, towering over the prospects of 


our cause, and that unless he tacks and puts about, 
or givs up the rudder of the ship to more capable 
hands, this rock may be the means of either splitting 
the vessel or causing it to founder altogether. 

The administration. has doubted my capability to 
fulfill the duties of such an office; but I here state 
unhesitatingly that, with the sum of $1,000 at my 
disposal, I can do more work, and work that shall be 
of value to the organization, in one year than the 
whole of the present administration has accomplished 
during its existence in power. This is an opinion 
not confined to myself, but one that has keen ex- 
pressed by many influential members and friends of 
the Union. Therefore I appeal to all Freethinkers 
to strive to rescue our society from the labyrinth 
religioso in which it is now entangled, and let us hav 
a Union that is prepared to fight that system of re- 
ligion which is based upon law, not upon love; upon 
bayonets even more than Bibles—a Union whose sole 
object is to free mankind from ali phases of supernat- 
uralism, that hav hitherto been so injurious to its 
well-being. 

I hate personalities as much as any man, but I 
submit that I hav not been more personel than the 
circumstances of the case demanded, and a defense 
of my own personal honor would justify. The state- 
ments I hav made are facts, not impressions, of things 
done and opinions expressed, of professions made 
and promises violated. I sincerely thank those kind 
friends who hav written me their sympathy and sup- 
port. No wonder you were surprised at my silence ; 
but in conclusion let me say that it is with great re- 
luctance that I pen these words, for I had decided 
not to speak at all, and should not hav done so now 
only the occasion demanded it. I would state here 
that I hav nothing against Charles Watts. It is in- 
deed a matter of deep regret that Mr. Westbrook 
has by his own imprudence brought us to such a po- 
sition. Jonn R. CHARLESWORTH, 


— — 9———————— 
“Let Us Hav Peace." 


On page 64 of the last Truru Szuxer we had quite 
an article under the above heading, and as I ama 
peace man, as well as a life-member of the American 
Secular Union, I at once gave this article a close 
looking over, and that more than once. I apprehend 
that the writer is honest in the course he has teken 
and in what he has said. But as for a peace measure, 
from my mental standpoint it is otherwise. But it 
has opened the way for other members of the Amer- 
jean Secular Union to expose the sophistry of their 
presiding officer, in trying to make it appear that it 
is out of order to criticise the Christian church or its 
holy Bible in the congress. This church and Bible 
are the very things that brought about the need for 
the existence of the National Liberal League, that 
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‘was organized at the Centennial in 1876, and at the 


annual congress held at Cassadaga in 1884 by a vote 
was changed in name to the American Secular 
. Union. 
And now, Mr. Editor, in the last Trura Szexer, 
' page 88, under the heading, “ The American Secular 
Union,” you gave your readers something to think 
` about— as many of them, at least, as are members of 
the American Secular Union. I carefully read, and 
re-read, and considered this article of yours, when I 
felt like saying, That friend spoke my mind. That 
was the way that we used to do in the business 
meetings of the Quaker church when some subject of 
importance was before the meeting, and some mem- 
ber with a superior quality of brain, well stored with 
good sense, and with the control of good language 
to impart that sense to the meeting, would get the 
. Bubject so plain before the minds of the members 
present that an ordinary quality of brain could see 
the matter in its true light, Then the hearer would 
rise from his seat and say, “That Friend spoke my 
mind; and so I hav said of you and your article, and 
I may include the Boston Znvestigator, “These 
. friends hav spoken my mind.“ 

And this is the way to bring about & lasting peace. 
Be open and honest to yourself, and clothe your 
` thoughts with as much intelligence as you are master 
of; and there stop, and be ready to hear what can 
be said on the other side. It will not do for us to 
waste much of our time and ammunition shooting at 
one another, when we hav such a bold, aggressiv 
enemy in our midst, ready to take any advantage of 
our weak side. and who would be glad to see the Amer- 
ican Secular Union, with its predecessor, the National 
Liberal League (which name I think was the better 


one of the two), blotted out of sight and hearing, 


and more of these Radical thinkers shut up in prison, 
or burnt at the stake, as their predecessors used to 
be treated by them when the churchmen had the 
political power in their hands—whieh they are now 
trying to again get under their control. 

Adrian, Mich., Feb. 12 um 291. S. D. Moost. 

i — . —ͤ 
Secularism. 
3 From the Ironclad Age. 

Secularism is worldly-mindedness. There is no 
system of ethics or morality that can be formulated 
. out of “secularism,” or be based upon it. Secular- 
ism belongs to the domain of politics. Only polit- 
ical agencies can honestly be employed to promote 
Secularism. They who go about calling themselvs 
Secularists, holding up the white flag of peace to the 


. Clergy in the left hand while stabbing the Bible and} 


the church with the right, deceive no clergyman. 
The church sets them down as Atheists, hypocritically 
. sailing under false colors. No honest, square Sec- 
ularist ” will open his mouth about the Bible or the 
Ohristian religion. 

The way to build up organizations is to begin at 
the bottom, not the top. If Infidels want to organ- 
ize—if they want to put workers in the field—let 
them begin in school districts. Let them encourage 
local workers and speakers to form home societies. 
It is childishness and driveling puerility to talk of 
putting one or two authorized field secretaries in the 
field in this great country to canvass for gudgeons 
and contributions to an organization that declares 
it is not opposed to the church. Who but the clergy 
wants to put God in the Constitution? Who but 
the clergy wants the Bible in the public schools? 
Who but the church, that is to say, the clergy, op- 
poses the Secularization of the government? Who 
is there for “Secularists” to. fight but the clergy? 
Let honest Infidels hav nothing to do with hypo- 
crifical fraud and false pretense. 


———— tt inn aa 
Winning Lines for the Union. 
From the San Francisco Freethought. 

. The presentation of the name of Charles Watts as 

candidate for field secretary of the American Secular 
^ Union should hav a tendency to settle the discussion 
. as to men if not as to method, because Mr. Watts 
will fill the position to everybody’s satisfaction. 
The same is true of mapy others also, but so long as 
he is a candidate, why object? If I were a member 
of the American Secular Union I would vote for him, 
and I would vote for Washburn, Putnam, Bell, Rems- 
burg, Reynolds, or Jamieson, singly or severally, if 
nominated. Were I wealthy I would pay the secre- 
tary’s salary. Were I a lecturer I would bea field 
secretary without salary, as most of the lecturers 
now are, and rustle for myself, as all of the lecturers 
now do. ne 

It is true that Mr. Watts is editor of a paper, of 
which he would no doubt be traveling correspondent, 
so that it would become in a measure the official or- 
gan of the Union. His paper is published in Can- 
ada, but an American organization with an official 
organ in Canada must serve to cement the relations 
of the two countries and perhaps lead finally to the 
annexation of the United States to the dominion. 

I received a private letter from Judge Westbrook, 
the other day, and although it is written in the kind- 
liest spirit, and slthough he says he had a hearty 
laugh over my writings, still I could read plainly 
enough between the lines that my chances of getting 


2 


an anxious inquiry, which he has published in the 
Investigator, as follows: 


the three words: 


imperativ or declarativ mood ; that is, I do not know 
whether it advises me to stop 
tion, or indicates that Mr. Washburn is unable to 


answer my question. I hoped for something more 
explicit. 


Remsburg favors Dr. Foote’s plan; so do Bell and 
Jamieson. Dr. York favors neither, but local organ- 
ization. All these opinions are worthy of respect. 
The Hon. A. Schell speaks this week with no uncer- 
| tain voice, and he has great influence with me, be- 
cause he knows more without effort than I do by 
exerting myself. Otherwise he would be conducting 
a Freethought journal and I should be enjoying my- 
self on a ranch, paying off other people’s mortgages, 
and making the world better by living in it. 


Charles Watts himself. He writes: 


late you on the acquisition of a son. When I see him I will 
recite thé ** Progress of Madness" for his benefit. 


but it will be seen at once that he addresses himself 


any lecturer would exhaust the subject of the Nine 
Demands ‘in less than a year; believes a lecturer 


the appointment are very slim, and would be, even 
if I were an orator and had studied the Delsarte 


system of expression. 3 
On January 12ih I wrote to Mr. L. K. Washburn 


Dear Washburn: Who is to be field secretary, you or I? 
Mr. Washburn's reply is embraced succinctly in 


Giv it up. 
_ Tam undecided whether to parse this reply in the 


looking for the posi- 


Nearly all the lecturers are now heard from, Mr. 


I am also in receipt of an expression from Mr. 


My Dear Boy: How are you anyway? Let me congratu- 


Yours cordially, Cuas. Warts. 
The direct bearing of Mr. Watts's letter upon the 
subject under discussion may not be apparent to all, 


to one in a parental manner. 
I hav sounded Putnam on the subject of a field 
secretary, and he is rather non-committal; thinks 


whose expenses were paid in advance would get most 
of the appointments ; instead of raising money them- 
selvs the people of a community would wait for the 
field secretary ; prefers to look out for himself and 
to be responsible to no one but his audiences; de- 
sires to be at liberty to attack the orthodox fraud 
wherever found, on legal or religious ground ; would 
wave the Freethought standard still, and casually 
demand, of those who claim so much for God, “ Why 
don’t he lend a hand ?” 

On the whole it may be best to conduct the Secu- 


lar Union along the lines laid down by President 


Westbrook. Invite Christians to ccdperate, and 
then at the end of a year let the secretary report 


how many religious organizations hav joined the 
Union ; also how much money or encouragement has 
been subscribed by members of such organizations. 


_ to 
Tax Them to the Top of the Steeple. 
From the Phelps county Herald, Bertrand, Neb. 

A circular reaches us from a far Eastern state, with 
this heading, Shall Church Property be Taxed ?” 
We answer emphatically, Yes! It should be taxed 
equally with all other property. Either all property 
should be taxed or none should be. The church has 
no rightful claim to special favors from the state, but 
is an institution that can and should bear an equita- 
ble share of the burden of taxation. It is not the 
business of the state to look after the church, further 
than to giv it the same protection extended to all 
other institutions—no more, no less. If the church 
cannot exist without the aid of the state, that is en- 
tirely its own affair, and no concern of the state’s. 
The church is, or ought to be, purely a religious in- 
stitution, voluntarily supported by those who accept 
its tenets or beliefs or not at all. The state is, or 
ought to be, purely a secular institution, existing 
Bolely to preserve civil and national rights, liberty, 
equity, and justice, and extending equal protection 
to all, but favors to none. 

In so far as a portion of the property in a commu- 
nity is exempted from taxation, by just that much is 
the taxation of the remainder increased, and this is 
neither right nor just. The circular mentioned 
states: 

The exemption of church property from taxation virtually 
compels taxpayers to support all places of worship so 
exempt. The taxpayer is compelled by direct legislation to 
contribute to church support just so much as his own tax is 
increased in consequence of the exemption of church prop- 
erty from taxation. Our present exemption laws impose a 
tax on the many for the benefit of the few, and practically, 
in some instances, on the poor for the benefit of the rich. ` 

This is true. All over this country there are 
wealthy religious associations whose vast property is 
safe from the touch of the taxgatherer. All over 
this country are humble homes ready to be sold for 
taxes. In New York city there are churches whose 
property is worth $1,000,000, yet it pays no taxes. 
The bronze doors of Trinity, presented to it by 
William Waldorf Astor, are alone worth $100.000. 
Another church edifice has one window worth $50, 
000. There associations are able to pay their preach- 
ers from $5,000 to $25,000 a year, yet their property 
bears no share of the tax burden. Not far away are 
the homes of hundreds of workingmen and poor 


sermons.” 
hope that the next time he takes up a debate he will 
engage a hall accommodating more than eight hun- 
dred persons, since several hundred had to be turned 
away. 


people, whose humble property is taxed to the full 
limit, and whose share of the publie expense is pro- 
‘| portionately greater because the magnificent posses- 
sions of favored institutions go free. 
are few who cannot see the injustice of this. 


Surely there 


; . pe 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. 
The Freethinkers of Belgium propose to ereo a 


monument in honor of César de Paepe, and a consid- 
erable sum has already been subscribed. 


Mr. Leon Farnemont, advocate in the Belgian 


supreme court, editor of Za Raison, and more or less 
activly connected with every Liberal movement in 
Belgium, has been elected president of the board of 
directors of the Belgian Freethought Association. 


The time seems not far away when there will be a 


realization of the proposal of O. Cilwa, editor of Za 
Verité Philosophique, to adopt tke pansy as a 
universal Freethought symbol. 
vocated it, and Dr. Specht, secretary of the German 
Freethought Association, devotes nearly a column to 
the same purpose. 


Dr. Voelkel has ad- 


In Spain, as everywhere else, the Freethinkers are 


conspicuous as advocates and defenders not alone of 
religious but also of political liberty. We see that, 
among other F'reethinkere, our friend and contempo- 
rary D. Ramon Chies, editor of Zas Dominicales, an 
excellent Spanish Freethought weekly paper, is one 
of the honorary presidents of the republican party 
in poor king-ridden and priest-ridden Spain. 


In our last “Items” we mentioned that a debate 


between Mr. Lennstrand and Rev. Meijer had taken 
place, and that we supposed the former to hav been 
victorious. 
formation which confirms the correctness of the 
prophecy given by us. 
Freethinker and a minister does not create great stir 
here in America, it is otherwise in Sweden. 
suppose the faithful send one prayerful message 
after another to their father above to assist the cham- 
pion of the faith. But, as usual, Jehovah was busy 
with something else, and the result war, as the Swe- 
dish telegraph union flashed across the wires, that 
while Mr. Meijer talked about everything imaginable, 
Mr. Lennstrand confined himself to the subject to be 
discussed, and hence the victory was Lennstrand's, 


Since then we hav received further in- 
While a debate between a 
And we 


since his opponent's arguments were but scraps of 
We congratulate Mr. Lennstrand, and 


A late number of the Grashdanin, & Russian or- 


thodox semi-cffüeial paper, contains, among other 
highly interesting reflections, the following: * Oom- 


pulsory education is a foolishness, s lie, an Anarchis- 
tic invention. What do we use educated people for, 
anyway? There is more confidence shown to the 
analphabets, who know nothing but are pious, than 
to those maltreated young people who hav passed 
through God knows how many institutions of learn- 
ing. The so-called fool that is a natural man bae s 
credit of ten thousand rubles where the educated 
person has but one hundred rubles credit, for no 
sane man will trust such dangerous people who can 
not alone read everything but also write. It is the 
same in the artisan world, in stores and mills. In 
none of these places do we hav room for ladies and 
gentlemen with diplomas, for we know that ignorant 
people are more trustworthy. Why cultivate and 
enlighten? What good are schools snd academies ? 
Away with the stuff! Let us return to a natural 
state!” Oan we wonder that conditions in Russia 
are so bad as they are, when such opinions are pro- 


mulgated ? 
— am 


Lectures and Meetings, 


J. E. Remspure’s appointments for Ohio were as follows: 
Dayton, February 13th; Shepard, 14th; Columbus, 15th ; 
Bloomdale, 16th; Clyde, 17th; Shreve, 18th, 19th, 20%b ; 
Andover, 23d. 


AT the Brooklyn Philosophical Association, Bedford 
avenue and South Second street, E. D., on Sunday, the 22d 
instant, Dr. M. L. Holbrook will tell what he thinks is 
“The True and the False in Mind Cure.” 


J. E. ReĮmsBurG's appointments after leaving Ohio are as 
follows: Linesville, Pa., February 21st, 22d; Russell, Pa., 
24th, 25th, 26th; Newark, N. Y., 27th; Prattsburgh. N. Y., 
28th, March ist; Dundee, N. Y., 2d; Canoga, N. Y., 3d; 
Bouckville, N. Y., 4h; Gloversville, N. Y., 5th; Hudson, 
N. Y., 6th; Glen Falls, N. Y., 7th, 8th ; New Haven, Conn., 
9th; Orange, N. J., 10th. l 


To accommodate Mr. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote occu- - 
pied the platform of the Manhattan Liberal Club last Fri- 
day, and Mr. Charlesworth will discourse on the Rational 
Treatment of Criminals” on the evening of February 20th. 
It is Mr. Charlesworth’s intention to get up a lecture tour in 
the West about the beginning of March, and fiiends in Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois who desire his services 
may address him at 505 Hast 83d street, New York city. 
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Communications. | 


Cardinal Fallacies of Gnosticism. 


And Mr. Spencer concludes: “So that the person- 
ality of which each is conscious, and of which the exist- 
ence is to each a fact beyond all others the most cer- 
tain, is yet a thing which cannot truly be known at 
all: knowledge of it is forbidden by the very nature 
of thought.” And following a demonstration of how 
the futility of other than relativ knowledge results, 
appear these remarks: . 

Deep down then in the very nature of life the relativity of 
our knowledge is discernible. The analysis of vital actions in 
general leads not only to the conclusion that things in them- 
selvs cannot be known to us, but also to the conclusion that 
knowledge of them, were it possible, Would be useless. 

And he says of one who has sufficiently investi- 
gated the evolution and ultimate nature of things: 
“He more than any other truly knows that in its 
ultimate essence nothing can be known.” (In which 
Mr. Spencer is reduced to using the verb of dual sig- 
nificance, so that his sentence seems a contradiction 
in spirit as well as in terms.) 

Add now to the claim of the Gnostic professing 
absolute knowledge of existence but the qualification 
of place, and it may be refuted in our own exquisitly 
simple and original manner. For instance, suppose 
a man to aspire to the certainty that he is in this 
room, The humsn mind is subject to dreams more 
or less vivid. Suppose now that on occasion a dream 
may be fully as vivid as wakeful existence? If there 
be an Omnipotent, this is possible, and if there be 
no Omnipotence it is possible. For who can know 
that it is not within the bounds of possibility? Evi- 
dently no one: Therefore it is possible that it is 
possible; consequently it is possible. Simply be- 
cause it is contrary to experience does not prove its 
impossibility. We are ineluctably forced to conclude 
that notwithstanding all adverse probabilities, it may 
be that an occasional dream may be quite as vivid as 
reality. And when this is admitted it follows that 
what to a man seems the most positiv realism may 
be but the fantasies of a dreaming mind. Or if it 
be possible for man to know that no human dreams 
can ever be as vivid as reality, how about the dream- 
ing fancies in the canine world—how about the 
imagery of insanity, which is sometimes apparently 
as realistic as reality? What can man know of this 
in its different degrees? And if he does not know 
that it can never by any possibility be as vivid as 
reality, how can he know that even now he is not 
sukjzct to it? If it be answered, “because the 
impressions of reality are persistent, ever pressing, 
while the fantasies of insanity are temporary and 
intermittent,” the reply is that even if the impres- 
sions be but transient, nevertheless, while they last, 
if they be as vivid as reality, they must seem just as 
persistent as real consciousness and be indistin- 
guishable therefrom. But farther even than this, if 
the impressions of insanity be not as vivid as reality, 
still if they exclude, ss we are compelled to think 
they do, at least in some cases, all intimations of s 
vivider state—if to the subject of insanity, as exactly 
similarly to the subject of reality, it appears that Ais 
is the real existence bow then can msn know that he 
is beyond the pale? This interrogation is imperativ 
—satisfy it. To say that a subject of insanity may 
realize or hav even an evanescent intuition that he is 
non compos, is to express what in the present status 
of thought and language might casually be accepted 
as a verbally intelligible statement, but which really 
expresses nothing. For suppose it predicated that a 
subject of insanity may be conscious of his lunacy— 
the attending sophistry is: “If this be true (which 
it is not, except perhaps in his lucid intervals), then, 
so far as he realizes his insanity, he is really compos 
mentis, provided it be true that what he realizes is a 
fact, namely that he is unsound.” Which is a multi- 
plication of contradictions. Aud if a man cannot 
know that he is beyond the pale of insanity, which 
notoriously exhibits a thorough contempt for all 
restrictions of place, how then can a man know that 
he is in this room? Hs may believe it—a thousand 
times agreed. And believe it with as transcendingly 
powerful a conviction of which his very nature, of 
which his soul (if he has a nature or soul) is suscep 
tible. But between the idea expressed by the word 
believe used in its intensest sense, and that symbol- 
ized by the word “know,” what an abiding, what an 
absolute infinity of difference! 

Enough! to those who from the constitution of 
their minds cannot, at least without farther reflsction, 
be convinced, I can but say that deep in my secret 
mind of minds I am conscious of a slight but persist- 
ent intimation that for all I know to the contrary 

. with absolute knowledge they msy be right and 7 
msy be wrong. In other werds, I believe in the fal- 
libility on all points of sll buman minds except that 
of the ancmsly who is the maximus in extremis of 
the Roman Catholic superstition throughcut the 
world, but more especially in the fallibility of my 
own mind. Should it be asked, how I know that I 
am conscious of an intimation, the answer is: *I do 
not know it, I only know it.” 


| mind before a divine intellect is a point propounded 


tains more of true religion than all the dogmatic 


An uncertain degree of abasement of the human 


by theology and insisted upon by religionists, But 
why not, if only for perspicuity, extend the theory to 
its legitimate limits, its ultimate boundary, unquali- 
fied fallibility, instead of leaving a factitious and ar- 
bitrary but unarbitrated quantity, vacillating as the 
variations of the different orders of minds under 
which it comes in contemplation? Between skepti- 
cism and positiv assurance there can be no interme- 
diate ground. Here endeth the third lesson.” 
REMARKS. 

1. To suppose possible anything more than a rela- 
tiv demonstration of -tbe fallacy of human certainty, 
involves a contradiction, thus—were it demonstrable 
absolutely that nothing is certain, then the fact that 
nothing is certain would be one certain thing—the 
premis and conclusion cancel. The very cons'st. 
ency of Agnosticism depends upon its being accepted 
in its entirety, without reserve. 


2. Is it necessary to explain that our first two fal. 


lacies, to be even consistent with the third, must be 
proven fallacies only relativly? That is, by the 
standard of limited resson coextensiv with Gnosticism 
they are inevitable fallacies, but according to Ag- 
nosticism, they are not necessarily absolute fallacies, 
for they are such only 8s demonstrated by the iden- 
tical or similar modes already presented, and as Ag- 
nosticism repudiates the absolute ultimacy of human 
processes, believing there may be something as far 
transcending reason as reason excels automatonism 
(to which generalization Gnosticism can never attain, 
for the moment it does it becomes Agnosticism), it 
follows that the first two “ fallacies” may not be fal- 
lacies, and as accepted religion depends on their not 
being fallacies, it results that religion is (uncon- 
sciously) dependent on Agnosticism. Verily! Verily! 
(to adopt the vernacular) I make no charge for this 
nut, presenting it as gratuitous refreshment for 
clerics and Gnostics. Let them crack it. Let them 
refute the reasoning and we, too, will join the great 
array and enthusiastically prate against Agnosticism. 
Agnostics are open to conviction. Gnostics, as their 
name implies, exbibit a cast-iron expression of ab- 
solute certainty designed to paralyze the relativ and 
reduce to idiocy the highest generalizations of Agnos- 
ticism. f 

3. Gnosticism presupposes the Joad of proof to 
rest eternally upon skepticism, which arrogantly says, 
“T do not know," and is required to prove how it 
does not know. Is it possible that a change is at 
last about to come over the spirit of the controversy 
and Gnosticism be compelled to display its creden- 
tials, to demonstrate, or at least present some intel- 
ligible intimation of, how it does know anything ? 

Gnosticism believes in, or rather knows that there 
is, a God, and a very capable one—capable of any- 
thing but making a Gnostic mistaken. As for be- 
lieving that, “excuse” the Gnostic. Here he draws 
the line, and fences his God. One of them (of the 
G@nostics, I mean) has said, “no merum arbitrium 
can make more than one geometry, one scheme of 
pure physies, for all worlds," and the Omnipotent 
(the irony of the word) “could but follow the laws 
of curvature, measure, and proportion.” And this 
“transcendent audacity,” as Mr. Spencer says, stand- 
ing behind the Power and noting the conditions to 
its action, passes current. “May we not, without 
hesitation, sffirm that a sincere recognition that the 
truth that our own and all other existence [its rela- 
tions, conditions, and possibilities] is a mystery ab- 
solutely and forever beyond our comprehension, con- 


theology ever written *" The fact is, what the Gnos- 
tic would really accomplish, could he establish his 
pitiful postulates, would be. from the standpoint of 
the relativ to pry the absolute from its poise, and 
together with it “spin forever down the ringing 
grooves of change.” Or, to borrow a little poetic 
confectionery and apply it not more grotesquely than 
the original was applied, the lines of Coleridge may 
be slightly changed to read: 
The owlet Gnosticism, 

Sailing on obscene wings athwart the noon, 

Drops his blue-fringed lids, and holds them close, 

And, looking at the glorious sun in heaven, the Absolute, 

Cries out, Where is it?“ “ 

4. Belief in the existence of sin is of universal ac- 
ceptance. But deeper even (or as deep) than the 
belief in sin, is the eternal conviction that in all hu- 
man actions or decisions involving right and wrong, 
are the mutually recalcitrant components, temptation 
and resistance. Indeed no man has yet perpetrated 
the suggestion that sin is possible apart from these ; 
and the most that has been contended is that one 
predominates over the other. If then, human decis- 
ions, like everything else tangible or evanescent, 
take the direction of least resistance (in this case, 
are determined by the preponderance of temptation 
over resistance or vice versa), where then does re- 


*Professor Huxley, although an Agnostic concerning re- 
ligion, repudiates (while other Agnostics maintain) the ‘‘ ab- 
solute? of philosophy; and the recognition of this quasi- 
inconsistence among Agnostics, may impart an impulse to 
the reverberations of Theistic thunder already resounding 
throughout the land. 


sponsibility, and consequently siv, ccme in? Andi 
human actions are determined by the preponderance 
of ‘temptation over resistance, or the reverse, where 
does responsibility, and consequently sin, obtain? 
Has this ever been adequately answered—if so, 


where, when, and how? Show me a thesis on the- 
odicy and I will show you a theory beyond its depth. 

5. Mr. Spencer speaks of the Agnosticism of 
“ First Principles,” which, he says, along with its 
denials, its everlasting no, “emphatically utters an 
everlasting. yes.” Now tre Agnosticism of Cardinal 
Fallacies of Guostieism,“ so far from formulating an 
everlasting no, unburdens itselt of what will be con- 
sidered an incorrigible and idiosyncratic don’t no or 
don’t know. After all, between. the everlasting no 
aud the everlasting yes, is not the eternal don’t 
know, the conservativ middle, the rational corollary? 

6. Last year’s controversy between Professor 
Huxley and the Gnosties is so pertinent that I revert 
to it. : 

Discussion is infinit; nor can it establish the 
truth, for decisions of points of controversy are falli- 
ble, even from a Gnostic view. For while the 
Gnosties do not admit that all minds (their own for 
exception) are liable to universal error, they recog- 
nize that some minds may be shead of the times. 
So, if the Agnostic be a century too soon for his to 
be the accepted views, and if those judging the con- 
troversy be not similarly sffl:cted, the decisions may 
be contrary to truth. Besides, Gnostic: admit (I 
hav papers to sustain the statement) that in highly 
abstract questions the msjority are generally wrong, 
and they correctly claim to constitute a quorum. 

The Agnostic states his belief, and Mr. Mallock, 
springing an ipse dixit on that crucial point, gays, 
You do not believe that * unless in some dim and re- 
mote sense (consistency thou art a gem), and he 
proceeds with consummate copiousness to illuminate 
us thus: 

Agnosticism, then, expressed in the briefest terms, amounts 
to two articles, not of belief, but of disbelief. I do not be. 
lieve in any God, personal, intelligent, or with a purpose; 
or, at least, with any purpose that has any concern with 
man. Ido not believe in any immortal soul, or in any per- 
1 or consciousness surviving the dissolution of the 

ody. : 


Now, I protest that this is not in the “ briefest 
terms.” In the name of perspicuity, what is the 
mattor with, Z do not believe ina God nor surviving 
soul $ : 
Why is this not as brief? Besides, there is not 
the slightest disbelief expressed. Dr. Wace cites 
Dr. Johnson as saying that an unbeliever is an In- 
fidel. Webster's Dictionary has it: An unbeliever 
is not necessarily a disbeliever or Infidel.” And 


-this is the rational interpretation ; for if a mere un- 


believer be an Infidel, how much worse must be an 
actual disbeliever—but nothing worse is possible, 
the disbeliever is the Infidel! Moreover, most Ag- 
nosties do believe in a Supreme Something, a being 
or a principle analogous to, but (God forbid!) not 
identical with, the Christian’s God ; though why any 
obloquy should apply for not believing, or for even 
disbelieving in, a Presiding Intelligence, is to me 
one of the insolubles. Is there anything in this 
world more palpable than the pre-sumptiv notion 
that belief is either a kind of metaphysical exotism 
or else an indigenous product of the will? Is it nof 
equally likely that the belief underlies and produces 
or constitutes the ego? The Bible says, Zhe fool 
hath said there is no God, but men far removed 
from imbecility, especially, perhaps, the rank Mate- 
rialists and those whose lives hav resembled a whole- 
sale tincture of merry bell, hav gravitated to 
the conclusion, There is no, God.“ Mr. Mallock 
says Agnosticism tells us that the soul shall die. 
Agnosticism tells every man to decide such questions 
for himself or be wiser still and leave them in statu 
quo. He says the Agnostic principle “is that noth- 
ing is certainly true but such truths [mark the 
such /] as are demonstrated or demonstrabie.” Now, 
the idea of any truth being untrue is a Hibernicism 
that may obtain in the Gnostic process, but which 
nowhere appears in Agnosticism. It is because Ag- 
nosticism is so much deeper than this, so far deeper 
than is dreamed of in Gnostic sophistry, that it would 
appear a graceless task to radically enlighten the 
great majority. But Mr. Mallock himself ably defines 
the rock on which we split, so that not only a didac- 
tor but every intelligent man may determin where he 
stands provided he dces not oscillate in indecision 
on the fence. He says religion “ builds up its fabric 
of certainties.” Now, Agnosticism regards that 
fabric-ation of which he speaks as being constructed 
of uncertainties. And Dr. Wace even disingenuously 
admits as much, for when driven to the wall by the 
impinging mallet of Agnosticism, he says: “ The 
first word of the Christian is not ‘I know, but . 
believe. The first word!“ As an American gentle- 
man of Ethiopian lineage would observe, “ don’t tell 
me a Susie.” But on the contrary I leave it to the 
sacred consciexce of any fair-minded man, Christian 
or Infidel, if it is not an evasion, for the question is 
not what is his “ first word,” but what is his ultimate 
position, and although the first two words of the 
Christian creed are, “I believe,” still Dr. Wace im- 


. never. 
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-pligitly admits the difference between “know” and 
* believe," and more than implies that the Ohristian 
does not “know,” only “believes.” Why then does 
he not admit that they hav doubts and are uncon- 
sciously Agnostics? Dr. Wace explains that this 
‘belief is belief in God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Ghost. Now, were this the whole 
truth, then as to the first item there would scarce 
-be a difference between the Christian and many 
Agnostics. But the part omitted is that “belief 
admits of all degrees from the slightest suspicion 
to the fullest assurance” (vide Webster’s Diction- 
ary). So at last we come to the cardinal difference 
between Gnostic Theism and Agnosticism ; which 
-is that while one believes in God to the limit of 
belief, without reserve, without at the seme time 
realizing that his belief is fallible, the other while 
-believing in a Supreme Unknowable is not obliv- 
ious to the equally deep and abiding belief in the. 
relativity and fallibility of thought and belief itself. 
As for the second item, the half. God-half-man theory, 
this the Agnostic accepts cum magno grano. The. 
Ghost theory he throws to omnivorous Spiritual- 
ism. while the blasphemous idea of the method of 
producing semi-divinity (Luke i, 34, 35), together 
with other ethical parts of the picture, he rejects 
as fib sustenance only for that highly enlightening, 
unbigoted, untinseled religion, Rotien Romanism. 
And speaking of this putrefying superstition re. 
minds us that this mundane footstool, if you hav no 
objeetions, is indebted to Dr. Wace for perpetrating 
the original and elegant alliteration of “rotten rat- 
locination;" which might be used devotionally with 
telling effect. Involuntarily the reverend preben- 
dary is mentally daguerreotyped as battering the 
walls of High Halleluiah with his “O thou Omnipo- 
ient! pity the rottenness of our ratiocination,” or 
words of similar kidney. s 
7. In conclusion: To palliate any apparent devia- 
. tions from the strict letter of orthodoxy of which I 
may be accused, I would remind that all transitions 
from coinparativly concrete to relativly discrete be- 
liefs, by violating established associations and appar- 
ently eradicating morality, naturally cause an appre- 
ciable amount of laceration. But to neutralize erro- 
neous impressions that any captious spirit of dises- 


tablishmentarianism obtains, or that my tendencies | 


are toward a delimitation of immortal hope, I suggest 
the too seldom realized fact, that the alternativ of 
oblivion opens fo us an avenue of hope, rivaling or 
excelling in all hypostatic desiderata the conceptions 
of heaven itself; thua supplying two goals of hope 
in the place of one. In oblivion there can be no 
unhappiness, while in eternal life there may be wail- 
ing and gnashing. Life eternal may clog, oblivion 
To the question, Whom would you rather 
be? is the answer, He who is destined to the greatest 
amount of ultimate happiness, comparable to the an- 
swer—he who is destined to the least of aggregate 
misery. Pliny says, There is no joy which can be 
weighed against the smallest degree of grief; which, 
though an exaggeration, still suggests what is univer- 
sally ignored, that even if heaven be attained, there 
is no indication that it will be eternally retained. 
What destruction from analogy is there indicativ of 
such retention? And conversely, does not the ob- 
scene book itself instance a precedent in which Hal- 
leluiah has been lost, or hav I the biblical and Milto- 
nian versions “mixad?” a 
For oblivion, I quote one grand peroration of the 
great American theomachist, the apostle of the relig- 
ion of. love and charity, Mr. R. G. Ingersoll, who, in 
suggesting in place of the cherished hell theory the 
adequate hypostasis of oblivion, “the dreamless 
drapery of eternal peace,” as he inimitably terms it, 
closes in the poetry of prose with these remarkable 
words: Next to eternal life is eternal death. Upon 
the shadowy shore of death the sea of trouble casts 
no wave. Eyes that hav been curtained by the ever- 
lasting dark will never know again the touch of 
tears. Lips that hav been sealed by eternal silence 
will never utter another word of grief. Hearts of 
dust do not break. The dead do not weep. AndI 
would rather think of those I hav loved, and those I 
hav lost, as having returned, as having become a part 
of the elemental wealth of the world. I would rather 
think of them as unconscious dust. I would rather 
think of them as gurgling in the stream, floating in 
the clouds, bursting in the foam of light upon the 
Shores of worlds. I would rather think of them as 
the inanimate and eternally unconscious, than to hav 
even a suspicion that their naked souls had been 
elutehed by an orthodox God." 
Doubtless many bold, bad spirits may be found 
vicious. enough to combat Agnosticism as herein 
‘inferentially exposited. But let me say: All that is 
"known is known in consciousness (or its penumbra) 
only. Consciousness is relativ, finite, conditioned. 
How then can it transcend itself, grasp the uncondi- 
tioned ‘and possess absolute knowledge? Aa Agnos- 
tic says: Though consciousness reveals all we know, 
it conceals much more than it reveals; like its em- 
blem, light, which, while revealing the landscape, 
vails the starry hosts, Wight lifts the vail of light, 
but what shall lift the vail of consciousness ? —death— 
` perhaps. f W. W. OARBINGTON,” 


5 ii In Memoriam. 
IED.— is home near Longmont, Col., Jan. 26 
1891, Col. John R. Kel — ^" 
The immediate cause of desth is believed to be 
^ complication of stomachic troubles, involving 
chronic gastric inflammation, froma probable encysted 
rebel bullet in a tumorous growth of recent origin. 
Deceased was born near Columbus, O., March 
23, 1831. His parents were of Scotch descent, but 
with a Greek cognomen, the import of which was, 
I will rule, or conquer. This name seemed char- 
acteristic of the family, whose ruling traits were, 
pride, energy, bravery, integrity, and intelligence. 
The deceased was, in his birthright, richly en- 
dowed, inheriting from his father his stalwart form, 
iron physique, intense love for the right, and courage 
to defend it; from his mother an almost unbounded 
love for the beautiful, a high degree of poetical 
talent, and an intensely religious nature, while from 
both parents he derived the indomitable energy, 
physical and mental, which marked his entire life. 
. His early advantages for education were exceed- 
ingly limited, but his thirst for knowledge so far. 
overcame all difficulties as to make him the finished 
scholar that he was, with a college course of only 
seventeen weeks. 
` The dispatch and neatness with which he per- 
formed all tasks, made his labor, at the early age of 
seven years, a valuable acquisition to his parents, 
who at the time removed to southern Missouri. 


| With this journey his childhood days ended, and the 


struggle for food, for mind and body, began. 

At the age of twelve his religious nature had so 
developed that he was taken into church member- 
ship, but not until two years later did he “ experience 
religion.” 

At seventeen he was a teacher in the public schools 
and a licensed exhorter in the Methodist church. 
This “calling” led to such an analytical and syn- 
thetical study of the Bible as to make him more 
familiar with that volume than any other person of 
my acquaintance. Such study provoked doubt. 
Doubt produced religious despair—a feeling that by 
these sacrilegious doubts he had committed the“ un- 
pardonable sin," had doomed his soul to eternal 
burning. 

Only a powerful constitution, physical and mental, 
saved him from insanity or suicide. 

The antidote for this terrible malady came through 
more study, and resulted, to him, seven years later, 
in the great peace of mind which characterized his 
life and death, and to the world in the writings which 
hav saved many other earnest souls from a similar 
ordeal. 

In his twentieth year he decided to become an au- 
thor, but resolved to study twenty years before com- 
mitting anything to paper. In his fortieth year he 
took up the pen, so recently laid down, near the 
close of his sixtieth year. His writings, nine distinot 
works, are of a theological, scientific, and philan- 
thropic character. Six of these hav already been 
brought before the world. His miscellaneous writ- 
ings he left ready for the press, while his autobiogra- 
phy must, for the five past years, be continued as 
biography. 

His last and best book, Government Analyzed,” 
about two-thirds written, he wished me to complete 
and bring out in time for the campaign of 1892. In 
this work, this labor of love, I here bespeak such aid 
and encouragement as would hav cheered the author 
in the consummation of his literary plang. 

His domestic life, his long career as a teacher, his 
record in Congress, his thrilling war history, etc, 
appear in detail, and form important factors in his 
soon-to-be-published autobiography. 

With a few words respecting his last years, I 
close. The profession of teaching, followed for 
thirty years, was abandoned in June, 1885. 

Early in July he came to Colorado, where, in our 
country home, he settled down to a quiet life devoted 
to his literary work, and varied with such manual 
labor as he deemed essential to balance his excessiv 
intellectual effort. 

These years he was wont to speak of as the happi- 
est of his life, and fraught with the greatest good to 
‘the cause to which he was devoted, viz., human hap- 
piness. He used often to say, “I am doing the best 


thinking of my life.” Nearly all of his composing | 


was done while engaged in manual labor. Often he 
came to the house too full of his subject to admit of 
using his pen. At such times he would walk the 
floor, while I, with more rapid pen, could barely keep 
pace with his thought. So much had been accom- 
plished that the work to which he had allotted two 
more years would hav been completed early in the 
present one. 

His health, since coming to Colorado, has been un- 
usually good, his only ailments being those incident 
to a born dyspeptic, aggravated by many serious in- 
juries incurred during the war. 

About six months ago his stomach trouble seemed 
io assume s new phase, occasionally causing great 
suffering. Two months ago he broke down entirely. 
By the constant but moderate use of opiates, these 
weeks were very comfortably passed. 


During the entire time there was no demand for 
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food, and the little nourishment taken was not assim- 


ilated. The highest medical practitioners were tum- 
moned, but humbly acknowledged their inability to 
help. I would here acknowledge the aid and com- 
fort -brought us during the last few days of the col- 
onel’s life by the frequent visits of a kind, intelli- 
gent woman who called herself a “natural healer,” 
and who, though she could giv me “no promis of 
restoration to health,” would “do what she could to 
relieve suffering.” This she did to such an extent 
as to render natural sleep and rest possible, where 
rest had heretofore been only artificially induced. 
In my anxiety and weariness I could not well grasp 
the philosophy of the silent forces of this, to me, new 
remedial agency. Some time I would study this sub- 
ject and giv to you the result of that study. 

From the first the colonel did not expect to re- 
cover. He enjoyed, more than in health, if possible, 
the visits of his friends, so long as he was able to 
talk and listen. Later he wished “to take each one 
by the hand.” He talked calmly, cheerfully, of busi- 
ness matters—of the last obsequies and of hig pres- 
ent and final resting-place. He hoped that no badge 
of mourning would be worn, no demonstrations of 
grief be made. He wished the exercises to consist 
of remarks by the friends who had known him best 
and loved him most; the music for the occasion of a 
joyous rather than of a sad nature—one piece com- 
memorativ of the regard his friends bore him—one 
to be a grand pean of joy over his triumphant exit 
from the lower and entrance to the higher life. He 
had familiarized himself with the philosophy of life, 
but to him there was no death, consequently no 
philosophy of death. The change usually termed 
death he regarded as 4 natural one, and as much to 
be desired (at the proper time) as was life. The 
calm, brave manner in which he met this change 
elicited admiration from his Christian friends, and 
helped me, his wife, to calmly, bravely bear the inev- 
itable—yes, to liv for the purpose of completing his 
incomplete work. 

The day (Wednesday, the 28th) appointed for the 
last sad rites was too stormy to render it possible for 
any except the near neighbors to reach us. The 
snow had fallen to a great depth and still came down 
in blinding gusts. A few strong men with difficulty 
bore the casket containing all that was mortal of our 
loved one to the temporary receptacle, a little vault 
of solid masonry aboveground, beneath the trees 
which he himself had planted, there to reat until, 
together, we may go, he in the spirit, I in the body, 
or both in the spirit, to our chosen California home. 
At some future favorable time the deferred obsequies 
will be held in the now desolate home, over the do- 
mestic happiness of which not even the shadow of a 
passing cloud has heretofore fallen. To this home 
her beloved husband’s friends will ever be cordially 
welcomed by his devoted wife. Erra D. Kerso. 


— 9-4 4.99—————. 
The Death of Charles Bradlaugh., 

Ab a meeting of the Secular Society of Pittsburgh, 
Pa., Jan. 31, 1891, the following resolutions were 
passed : 

Wuznzas, By the death of Charles Bradlaugh the world 
has lost one of the foremost and most fearless champions of 
civil and religious liberty, who died a martyr to the cause he 
espoused. Therefore 

Resolved, That in Charles Bradlaugh we recognize a man 
whose brilliant attainments were supported by an indomi- 
table courage and unswerving persistency which enabled him 
to push to & successful issue, before his death, the great ob- 
ject for which he contended. 

Resolved, That the members of the Pittsburgh Secular 
Society hereby desire to express their sense of grief at the 
loss of one of the most faithful and most gifted co-workers 
in the Freethought world, and to record the pleasure and 
profit they hav experienced in his brilliant intellectual attain- 
ments. 

Resolved, That we hereby extend our deepest sympathy to 
the bereaved relativs and friends of the deceased, hoping 
that, even jn the sadness of their affliction, they may yet find 
consolation in knowing that the worth of his private quali- 
and the value of his public services are properly appre- 
ciated. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be properly en- 
grossed and sent to the family of the deceased, and that a 
copy be sent to the daily press of this city and the American 
and English Freethought papers. 


— — —9—99————————— 
Brotherhood of Moralists. : 
"Report of the Propaganda Committee of the Brotherhood, of Moral 
ists, at Hannibal, Mo., for January, 1891. 
SEORETARY’S REPORT. 

During the month fifty-five membership certificates 
were issued, making the whole number enrolled 1.822. The 
new members are from Arizona, Missouri, New York, Col. 
orado, Alabama, Ohio, Washington, California. Michigan, 
Texas. Brother Maurice Pritchard, of Sierra Valley, Cal., 
enlisted eight new members; Mrs. H. W. Potter, Eaton 
Rapids, Mich., ten members; Frank Morse, Port Angeles, 
Wash., eight members. Brothers, work to exceed this 


report. F. H. Rav, Secretary. 
TREASURER'S REPORT. 

Balance from last report. . nennen $66 65 

Lauar Tonnek, Missouri. . 50 

Samos Parsons, California. . . . . . , . 5 00 


F. R. M., Arkansas, F. M. Washington, each ten 


cents, and H. W. P., Michigan, thirty cents, 
for constitutions 
N. P. Jones, Colorado 


$67 70 
A. R. AYRES, Treasurer. 


Balance. . . . . . . . . . „ . 
Hannibal, Mo. 
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Just What Does the Sun Mean? 
From the New York Sun, 

It would seem as though the government and people of 
the United States were hardly in need of such violent and 
grotesque protection against the Roman Catholic church 
and other churches as that afforded in the cartoons sup- 
plied by Mr. Watson Heston to THE TRUTRH SERK ER during 
the years 1886 to 1889, and now published in a volume, 
„The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book ” (the Truth Seeker 
Company). Mr. Heston’s pictures are so pessimistic in tone 
that, if there were nothing but tone to them, they would 
be very depressing indeed. But there exists, fortunately, 
in their material expression a humor which is not the less 
stupendous because it is unconsciously afforded. There 
really lies in Mr. Heston’s pictures a great amount of 
cheer. They are comics, and being so we do not see why 
anybody should find fault with them, unless, indeed, their 
author, who may feel that the interference of fate with 
his intentions is impertinent and unjust. 

— — .,. — 


Vile Literature. 


Mr. Thomas H. Cree writes to the Christian . Ad- 
vocate complaining that Zola’s novels and other 
“immoral literature” are carried in the United 
States maila at the rate of one cent a pound, while 
Bibles and Sunday-school literature must pay eight 
cents per pound. According to Mr. Oree all the one- 
oent-a- pound matter is immoral, for he cites Mr. 
Wanamaker's report that a million dollars in postal 
revenue were lost each year by reason of this favor 
to certain publishers of fiction, trash, blood-curdling 
tales, and French impurities. One publishing firm, 
with three millions capital, and a hundred or more 
smaller houses, are doing all they can to prevent ac- 
tion. They are heard in the committees of Congress, 


and their agents are in the lobbies to see that noth- 


ing is done, and while people quietly submit nothing 
will be done. Bills to remedy the evil are before the 
Senate and House post-office committee, but the 
people show 80 little interest in the matter that they 
quietly rest there.” 

The Advocate indorses Mr. Oree’s complaint as 
worthy of careful consideration. “AN Ohristian 
people and good citizens,” says Mr. Buckley, “agree 
that the circulation of vile literature is a curse to 
the young and the country. The facility with which 
this kind of literature is disseminated is a disgrace 
to our government. That the laws under which the 
mails are carried should discriminate in favor of this 


pernicious matter is a shame. This fact has been | 


pointed out frequently, but things remain as they 


move rapidly.” . 


purchased at a big house which has, we presume, 
more than three millions capital. 


building another story or two. 


customers over their counters. 


we bought and sent to Mr. Wanamaker bears a title- 
page as follows: 
THE 
HOLY BIBLE, 
OONTAINING THE 
OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS: 
TRANSLATED OUT OF 
THE ORIGINAL TONGUES; 
AND WITH 
Tue Former TRANSLATIONS DILIGENTLY COMPARED AND 
REVISED. 
NEW YORK: 
AMEBIOAN BIBLE SOOIETY, 
INSTITUTED IN THE YEAR MDOOOXVI, 
1890. 

Mr. Oree says that Zola's novels are excluded from 
the railway news-stands of France on the ground of 
immorality, and that their sale is totally prohibited 
in England. If such be the fact, and if this country, 
or its post-office department, is to follow the example, 
we submit that the work to which Mr. Wanamaker’s 
attention has been called—by express, charges pre- 
paid, on account of the statutes cited by the post- 
master-general—should likewise be prohibited from 
transmission in the mails. There is no consistency 
in making fish of one and flesh of the other, for the 


other is as fleshly as the one. 
— . 


A Proposed New Tax Law for New York. 


Assemblyman Dempsey, of Rome, Oneida county, 
has introduced in the lower house of New York’s 
legislature “an act for the assessment and taxation 
of real and personal property, and for equalizing 
taxation thereon.” The first section is as follows: 

„All real estate and personal property in this state, 
whether owned by individuals or corporations, copartner- 
ships, joint stock companies, or associations, and all moneys 
owned by the residents of this state, and all moneys owned 
by individuals, or in possession or under the control of a 


resident of this state, as trustee, guardian, executor, or ad- 


ministrator, and whether represented or secured by stocks, 
bonds, mortgages, promissory notes, or other evidences of 
debt, shall be listed and assessed as hereinafter provided by 
this act, except such as are hereinafter exempt.” 


The list of exemptions occupies a page of the bill, 
and among them are these: 

“ Every building used for a college, incorporated academy, 
public school, or other seminary of learning over which the 


state exercises supervision, every building used for public 
worship, the manse or parsonage belonging to an organized 


religious society and actually occupied by its minister or 


priest, to the amount of two thousand five hundred dollars. 

“The personal and real property of every minister of the 
gospel or priest of any denomination, to the amount of fif. 
teen hundred dollars.” 


The corresponding sections of the present statutes 
on the same subjects are: 
„The following property shall be exempt from taxation: 
. 8. Every building erected for the use of a college, 


incorporated academy, or other seminary of learning and in 
actual use for either of such purposes, every building for 


public worship, every school-house, court-house and gaol|. 


used for either of such purposes; and the several lots 
whereon such buildings are situated and the furniture be- 
longing to each of them. 

**8. The personal property of every minister of the gos 
pel, or priest of any denomination, or every such minister or 
priest who is permanently disabled by impaired health from 
performing the activ duties of the ministry, and every such 
minister or priest, who has reached the age of seventy-five 
years; and the real estate of such minister or priest or such 
disabled or aged minister or priest, when occupied by him; 
provided such real and personal estate does not exceed the 
value of one thousand five hundred dollars. 

** Sec. 5. If the real and personal estate, or either of them, 


of any minister or priest, exceed the value of one thousand 


In this crusade against “vile literature” we are 
happy to be arrayed with Messrs. Oree and Buckley. 
It was only last week that we sent to Mr. Wana- 
maker, by express, charges prepaid, a copy of a book 


It has a big pub- 
lishing house, occupying the whole block between 
Astor Place and Ninth street, and Third and Fourth 
avenues, and has recently enlarged its facilities by 


The book we purchased is openly exposed for sale, 
and the clerks are unblushing in supplying it to 
The firm occupies 
what is known as the * Bible House,” and the book 


thinker, but that makes no difference. 


five hundred dollars, that sum shall be deducted from the 
valuation of his property, and the residue shall be liable to 
taxation.” 

The proposed exemptions, it will be seen, are 
somewhat less than at present, but are by no means 
so few as they should be. At present the property, 
real and personal, of the parochial schools maintained 
by Lutheran, Jewish, and Catholic bodies are ex- 
empt. The new bill would subject them to the tax- 
gatherer’s visit. It will therefore, unless amended 
to suit them, be opposed by the churches. 
And it ought also to be made the subject of Free- 
thought protests unless amended by striking out the 
exemption of churches and parsonages and the min- 
isters’ property. There is no decent reason why 
churches should not bear their share of the public 
burdens, nor why a minister should hay fifteen hun- 
dred dollars’ worth of real estate exempt when the 
farmer must pay a tax on every rod of land he pos- 
sesses, and the workingman on the full value of hig 
home, 

The bill is now in the hands of the assembly com- ` 
mittee on taxation and retrenchment. 

———— . 


Mr. Gerald, of McLennan County. 


Before it is too late we desire to wreathe with 
praise the action of the Honorable G. B. Gerald, of 
McLennan county, Texas, in protesting against the 
election of a chaplain for the legislature of which he 
is a member. When the house of representativs 
was about to do this unconstitutional act he spoke 
as follows : 


* Mr. Speaker: I desire to be recorded as refusing to 
create the office of chaplain, and that Imay not be misun- 
derstood and thereby do an injustice to a candidate from my 
county, I ask two minutes to giv the reasons for my course. 

“ will not vote to create the office of chaplain, because I 
do not believe that any prayers offered by him will hav the 
slightest effect upon the course of legislation here. 

* The constitütion of this state provides that: ‘No man 
shall be compelled to attend, erect, or support any place of 
worship, or maintain any ministry againsthisconsent. . . . 
And no preference shall ever be given by law to any relig- 
ious society or mode of worship, yet this house, by the 
selection of a chaplain, indirectly givs preference to what- 
ever society and mode of worship he may advocate, and 
directly compels the taxpayers of this state, who may not 
desire to do so, to contribute toward his support. 

“In my opinion we can only be justified in creating 
offices and paying salaries where they are necessary, for the 
enactment of laws for the benefit and government of all the 


people of this state, and the office of chaplain not coming 
within this category, I cannot; by vote, consent to appropri- 
ate either the time or the money that will be necessarily con- 


sumed by its creation.” 

Mr. Gerald did not expect his words would pre- 
vent the choosing of a chaplain, for he knew how 
determined the Christians are to override every prin- 
ciple of fairness, every law, every constitution, to 
obtain an advantage for their pet sectarianism. But, 


in the Waco Day, he followed up his protest with 


another, explaining the first.. He said: 


„Two minutes were allowed for nominating speeches, 
and by taking more time I could hav easily shown that the 
combining of the office of chaplain with legislativ bodies is 
a part of the church and state policy, which our whole 
theory of government condemns; and which every good 
citizen, no matter what his religious opinions be, I think 
should condemn, and especially so, if he is of the Baptist 
faith, for the history of that church is filled with protests 
against combining church and state, and demanding the 
right of individual religious opinion as the highest right of 
the citizen, and condemning the state in any attempt to influ- 
ence or restrict it in favor of one faith against another. 

„There is not an intelligent member of that body who can 
disapprove of my course, unless he is prepared to condemn 


the course of that grand old hero, Roger Williams, who, 


rather than surrender the right for which his co-religionists 
had contended in the face of a bigoted king, went forth amid 
the snows of Winter to make his home among the savages, 
who were more kindly than his neighbors; unless he is pre- 


‘pared to condemn that grander hero, Thomas Jefferson, 


Deist and Freethinker that he was, whose statute of relig- 
ious liberty pulled the foot of the established church from 
off the neck of the Baptist church in Virginia.” 

We do not know whether Mr. Gerald is a Free- 
He has cor- 
rect ideas and American principles; he is a brave 
man, and he is worthy of all honor for the stand he 
made. Three cheers for G. B. Gerald of MeLennan 


| county, Texas! 


ArTHOUGH the members of his family are Roman Catholics, 


.one of his sons being a Jesuit, General Sherman has long 


been known as a Freethinker. Once, not long ago, he wrote 
that he believed in a supreme power; that was as far, he 
said, as his religion went. A year or two ago, he wrote in 
the North American Review, ‘I am not a Catholic, and can 


not be.” Yet when he lay unconscious on his deathbed, a 
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Roman Catholic priest was brought to his bedside who ad- 
ministered to him ‘‘ extreme unction.” It was a sacrilegious 


thing to do, a vulture-like proceeding of which only that 


church and its members could be capable. It ought to win 
for the conspirators the contempt of the civilized world. 


F. Q. Sruakr, who is the editor of the Individualist de- 
partment of * Living Issues," regards municipalization as in 
perfect line with individualism. But who regards Stuart as 
an authority on individualism ?—Liberty. Exactly. But 
who regards Mr. Tucker as an authority on authorities ? 


———— H 

Mz. W. S. Anpzzs, of Portsmouth, O., desires us to print 
a long article embodying a new constitution for the American 
Secular Union which he proposes to offer at the next con: 
gress of the Union. We must decline, at the present time, 
to use our valuable space in that way. The next congress 
of the Union is altogether too far in dim futurity. Bpeides, 
it hasn’t yet recovered from the last. 


A WRITER in a Kansas paper offers some subjects for dis- 
cussion by the Alliance and lyceums. These are three of 
them : 
ni Resolved, That we morally approve what we religiously con- 

emn. 

** Resolved, That the scriptures should never be diecussed except 
by the self-constituted, divinely-appointed, and then not in public. 

* Resolved, That teachers and preachers should lead instead of 
follow in the march of progress.” 


Horrman’s Catholic Directory says the Roman church has 
8,778 priests, 7,681 churches, 3,277 parochial schools, at- 
tended by 665,328 children, and a total Catholic population 
of 8,579,966 in this country. The population is probably 
overestimated. New York is put down as holding 800,000 
Roman Catholics, an overestimate of certainly 200,000. But 
that the church is spreading too fast for the good of 
the country there can be no doubt. 


Tur Christian Statesman concludes that it is useless to 
longer petition the Commission of the World's Fair to close 
that show on Sunday. The contest, it says, has been trans- 
ferred to Washington, because the Ways and Means Commit- 
tee of the Fair has decided to ask Congress for five millions 


of dollars, and Grandfather Hoar proposes to ties Sunday? 


closing string to the appropriation. Very well; the Liberals 
and other opponents of Sabbatarianism can go to Wash- 
ington too. Letters go to Washington as cheaply as to Chi- 
cago, and a great many railroads run into that legislativ 
town. 


Tuis is the way the Worcester daily Zetegram treats the 
advent of Lent, with its diet of fish and eggs: ‘‘ To-day is 
the time for people who are not worth saving, as well as for 
those who need to train down a bit that they may not be so 
Strong in wickedness, to begin starving themselvs. But 
thoge who find no gratification in exhibiting fads to the world 
nor in unmercifully taxing their pockets or their bones to 
support those who liv by selling hollow humbugs to the vain 
or the gullible better keep right along with substantial food 
that they may gather strength to do something worth doing. 
There are enough fashionable hypocrits and religious heathen 
already, and all-the-year-round acts of the right kind are 
worth more to the public and to the individual than too stiff 
a reliance for a few weeks on poor eggs and a borrowed ex- 
pression of the face.” f 


Tax Interior, a Christian paper published in Chicago, says: 
Our great civil war began with a duel of artillery, the guns 
planted miles apart. It was at first a fight at long range, and 
not very deadly in its aim or effect. But any visitor to the 
field of Peteraburg and Weldon Junction will find the rifle 
pits in which the conflict was finally fought out, within 
pistol shot of each other. That Christianity and Infidelity 
. are approaching the final struggle is seen in the fact that 
the contest to-day is not for the conversion of the philoso- 
pher but for the possession of thechild. Whoever gains pos- 
session of the cradle, be it Agnostic, Romanist, or evangelical 
Christian, gains and holds the field.” In the fight between 
the two great sects of Catholicism and Protestantism there is 
an opportunity for the Agnostics to gain possession of the 
cradle.” It is, of course, on the American principle of total 
separation of church and state, and that other great principle 
that when thieves fall out honest men get their due. 


Every Freethinker in Pennsylvania should at once write 
to his representativ at Harrisburg asking him to vote for the 


bills introduced by Representativ Ford, of Philadelphia, on . 


the Sunday law. One of these bills provides that ‘‘on all 
. appeals to the court of quarter sessions from any summary 
conviction for violation of the law of 1794 the evidence as to 
whether the work performed was a work of necessity 
or charity shall be a question to be determined by 
a jury.” This will prevent a bigoted judge from taking a 
case of Sabbath“ breaking away from the jury and pun- 
ishing a man off-hand ona technicality of law. The other 
of Mr. Ford’s bills proposes amendments to the statute of 
1794, declaring that it shall not be construed to. prevent, 
among other matters, ‘ the printing and sale of newspapers,” 
shaving by barbers, and the running of street-cars and ** other 
passenger vehicles." Members of the Pennsylvania legisla- 
ture should be urged to vote for these bills and to add such 
other amendments secularizing the state as it is probable can 
be passed. Liberals of Pennsylvania, brace your legisla- 
tors up! 


Tux Rev. Dr. Boardman, of Philadelphia, said in a recent 
sermon : 
the Old Testament heroes when we look into the Bible and 
see the heinous crimes which crop out in each of them. 
Noah, steeped with wine, lay in his tent unconscious of his 
nudity, and yet this was the man chosen to take charge of 


the ark on account of his goodness. Jacob deliberately lied 
to his own father, and yet we are told that he was highly 
favored of God. The muscular Samson, now puzzling the 
Egyptians with his enigmas, now engaging in the grotesque 
slaughter of one thousand Philistines, and then amorously 
frolicking with Delilah, is enshrined with such names as 
Moses and all the rest of that-long retinue. David, the same 
who scribbled on the gates of Gath and seduced Bathsheba, 
was a deceiver, an adulterer, and a murderer, and yet was a 
man after God's own heart. . . . Dont go to the old 
covenant for your morality. I will not take drunken Nosh 
as my model of sobriety, nor licentious Lot as my model of 
chastity. I will not take lying Jacob as my model of truth- 
fulness, nor murderous David as my model of brotherly 
love." 


MR. L. K. Wasupury, editor of the Investigator, in trans- 
ferring our recent editorial upon the American Secular 
Union to his columns, says: ‘‘ The article in another part of 
this paper, from the Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, ex- 
presses what the president and secretary of the American 
Secular Union ought to do so clearly, that the proposition to 
appoint a lecturer for the Union at additional expense to the 
Freethinkers of the country, seems like wishing to hire an- 
other person to do the work which one is already paid for 
doing. Evidently there is a lack of agreement between the 
officers of the American Secular Union and its supporters, 
and if the Union has nothing better to do than perpetuate 
this disagreement the sooner it dies the better. We hav ex- 
pressed our opinion upon the affairs of the Union quite fully 
of late, and until some matter of new interest arises, do not 
feel that any further discussion of the American Secular 
Union is necessary." In another column he adds: ** All the 
money you please for Secularism, not a cent for a field secre- 
tary, seems to be the decision of the Freethinkers.“ 


Tue Kansas Alliance legislature follows'the old custom of 
opening its sessions with prayer, and the Concordia Blade 
uses the occasion to ask that reform“ house why it em- 
ploys a preacher for three dollars to spend five minutes in 
prayer. Do not these reformers know,” queries the Blade, 
that the constitution forbids taxing the people for promul- 
gating any religion? They ought to know this,” goes on 
Mr. Hagaman, and probably do know it, but don’t care. 
Other legislatures hav done it and they follow the precedent. 
Allof which satisfies the thoughtful person that all their 
howling for ‘reform’ is demagogery. Of what good is the 
praying? They had a morning prayer the day they stole 
$1,460 for stamps. Again, when they voted to cheat the 
senate revising committee out of its well-earned money, and 
again when they violated their oaths and turned two honestly 
elected members out of doors and put defeated men in their 
places. So the stealing, the rascality, the knavery and 
demagogery goes on just the same notwithstanding the 
prayers, and why tax the people for useless ceremony ?” 
We know nothing about the Blade's charges of dishonesty, 
but its argument against employing chaplains is sound. 

— —— 


TRR Catholic clergy of Canada desire neither annexation 
to nor trade reciprocity with the United States, because they 
fear the heretical]. influences of the civilized country. The 
archbishop of Halifax has written a letter to a newspaper 
which the Cathotic Review calls “a guide to the real feeling 
in Canada toward the United States.” In this letter the Hali- 
fax priest defends the right of the clergy to take part in pol- 
itics, and declares that the church, the mother of modern 
kingdoms, the shaper of European civilization, shall not be 
pushed aside to leave a free hand and a clear field to the ever- 
scheming Atheists, that for their own selfish ends they may 
wreck the work she initiated and guarded a thousand years.” 
On the question of voting he says: Should a candidate for 
Parliament advocate, say, unrestricted reciprocity, and 
should a prelate conscieutiously believe it to be the first 
step toward annexation, and should he hav good reason to 
believe that its promoters had that result in view—viz., to 
destroy our fair Canadian nationality and to make of this 
country the fattening-ground of carpet-baggers and traitors 
—should not he advise, exhort, entreat, aye, command his 
people, who naturally could not see as far as he, to vote 
against such 8 candidate ?” 


Br: ZILIANS, having learned a good lesson by their bait ex. 
perience of the paralyzing effect of Roman Catholicism upon 
all progress and any development toward national greatness, 
are determined, it seems, to shake off the terrible incubus. 
An exchange says: We understand that the relations be- 
tween the Brazilian government and the Roman Catholic 
clergy in Brazil are on the point of being placed on a footing 
of open hostility, all attempts to come to an agreement hav- 
ing failed. The correspondent of & contemporary, writing 
from Rome, says: ‘ The Brazilian episcopacy has published 
an energetic remonstrance against the religious reforms in- 
troduced by the actual government, and especially by Mar- 
shal Deodoro da Fonseca. In it the bishops begin by pro- 
claiming their love for their country, declaring, however, 
that they will oppose all measures introduced against the 
church, and especially those regarding the liberty of con. 
science, civil marriage, the suppression of the cross in the 
national flag, the absolute abolition of all state religion, 
and the ineligibility, both political and administrativ, of 
priests. The suppression of the Brazilian legation to the 
holy see will be an inevitable consequence of the attitude 
taken by the Catholic clergy.’ ” 


Me. Cortiss, who built the big engin for the Centennial 


„It is hard to reconcile the characters of some of | Exposition, is alleged to hav been, under divine provi- 


dence," the means of closing that great fair on Sundays. 
The story is told by the president of Washburn College: 
„Mr. Corliss, as is well known, was appointed one of the 
commissioners to arrange for the Centennial. At an early 


stage of the proceedings he became convinced that & strong 
pressure would be brought to bear for keeping the Exposi- 
tion open on the Sabbath as on other days. * When re- 
quested to build the engin for the occasion,’ Mr. Corliss re- 
marked, ‘I found that the necessary outlay of means and 


‘time would be such as to preclude me from undertaking it. 


The great consideration,’ he continued, ‘ which finally in- 
duced me to comply, was the hope that, by so doing, I might 
aid in securing the proper observance of the Christian Sab- 
bath in the sight of all the nations of the world“ And when, 
at last, the question directly confronted the commission, as 
to whether or not the Exposition should be open to the pub- 
lic on the Lord’s day, the firm position which Mr. Corliss 
took in refusing the use of his engin in Mechanics’ Hall on 
the Sabbath, virtually decided the question.“ Mr. Corliss is 
dead now, but it would be just as well to get commissioners 
and engin builders for the Chicago Fair who are not so ever- 
lastingly pious. 


Tues Christian Statesman is grieved. ** Taz TRUTH ÑERKER 
publishes an almost full-page cartoon depicting a school- 
mistress with a group of terrified children striving to shut a 
school-room door upon a raging wolf whose distended jaws 
and cruel fangs, together with one forefoot, are already 
within the room. The wolf has a collar around his neck 
inscribed * Religion,’ and the teacher is the American Becu- 
lar Union. The United States Constitution hangs in the 
form of a shield upon the wall. One of the pupils holds a 
slate in one hand upon which he has inscribed the sentiment 
* No Religion in Our Public Schools.’ Thus the passions of 
all haters of God and of the Christian religion are appealed 
to to embitter the impending conflict.” The Statesman, how- 
ever, is more pious than just, for it adds in another note, of 
the rescission by the House of Commons of the resolution 
which excluded Charles Bradlaugh from that body, these 
bigoted sentiments: ‘‘It is no excess of jurisdiction for a 
national legislature to exclude from its membership one who 
denies the being of God and holds no allegiance to that 
higher law which, more than any written constitution, is 
fundamental to the state. If an earthly government will not 
admit to seats in its legislature those who refuse allegiance to 
its own authority, how can it welcome those who deny and 
refuse the corporate allegiance which the state owes to the 
king of kings?" 


Soms Sabbatarian fanatics are trying to get a law in Ala- 
bama preventing the running of freight trains in that state 
on Sunday. Their fellows in Texas ask for a law prevent. 
ing barbers from keeping their shops open on Sunday, and 
in the California legislature a bill has been introduced for- 
bidding fishing on that day. The Indiana legislature has 
been asked to prohibit the use of tobacco in churches. The 
Boston police hav decided to enforce the law against Sunday 
trade in cigars and tobacco, which has been a dead letter 
ever since its enactment. Officers hav been instructed to 
arrest all violators of the law, and to use all means to obtain 
evidence against them. The Druggists’ Alliance has voted 
to continue to disregard the law. In the county court of 
common pleas, Judge Lippincott has decided that the fol- 
lowing New Jersey Bluelaw is still in operation and effec- 
tiv: ** That no traveling, worldly employment, ordinary or 
servil labor or work, either upon land or water (works of 
necessity and charity excepted), nor shooting, fishing (not 
including fishing with a seine or net, which is hereafter pro. 
vided for), sporting, hunting, gunning, racing, or frequent. 
ing of tippling-houses, or any interludes or plays, dancing, 
singing, fiddling, or other music for the sake of merriment, 
or any playing at football, fives, ninepins, bowls, long bullets 
or quoits, nor any other kind of playing, sports or pastimes 
or diversions, shall be done on the Christian Sabbath, or the 
first day of the week, commonly called Sunday ; and that 
every person being of the age of fourteen years or upward 
offending in the premises shall, for every said offense, for- 
feit and pay to the law for the use of the poor of the town- 
ship in which said offense shall be committed the sum of one 
dollar.” 


Cyrus RowuLus Romus Tsen, with whom Mr. Bennett 
once continued in these columns 8 controversy on theological 
matters so long a8 with the help of inspiration and clairvoy- 
ance he could make out what Mr. Teed was driving at, pub- 
lishes a paper called the Flaming Sword. Mr. Teed himself 
is wandering over the wild and wooly West, but he has left 
an able representativ in the editorial chair, as witness this 
from the last number of the Sword: ** When you find a man 
who persists in telling you that he is always ‘ open to con- 
victlon, you can generally conclude him to be the poorest 
kind of material to work upon with progressiv ideas. There 
is an Atheistic paper published in New York called TRUTH 
SEEKER. Having existed for many years it has presumably 
been searching all this while for the truth. Every week it 
contains satirical sketches founded upon biblical quotations. 
Its general tone is that of unavailing blasphemy. The 
motto of another well-known Materialistic journa! is, * Hear 
both sides. Still another periodical heads its columns thus: 
‘Truth wears no mask, bows at no human shrine, seeks nei- 
ther place nor applause; she only asks a hearing.’ Now, if 
you follow the course pursued by these various journals for 
a few years you will invariably find them at just about the 
same point from which they started, yet blatant in their 
clamoring for truth. A man who has been searching for truth 
for years and hasn't got any further than Materialism is truth- 
proof. If another starts out with Spiritualism and after 
years of truth-seeking is still lingering within the confines of 
its inadequateness, you can conclude him to be ghost- 
struck.’ Or if, being ‘open to conviction,’ one pitches his 
tent in an orthodox camp and persistently clings to its poor 
means of shelter, you had better conclude him to be * closed 
to conviction.’” See the gaping wounds the Sword leaves! 
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Zetters from friends. 


Saratoga, N. Y., Feb. 6, 1891. 
Mz. EDrrox: We are delighted with the Text-Book.” 
Good luck to Watson Heston. May his shadow never grow 
less. I hope to be able to send you other subscribers soon. 
I will do my best for the cause. Jane H. MONTGOMERY. 


wholly by men and women from England, and doing a good 
business. As almost every village in America has a God- 
house in it, so has Thornton, but it does not run at present 
on account of war in the camp. The minister left, saying 
they were all Infidels. I wish it was so. When English- 
men come to this country it isa new birth to them. They 
had rather walk in the fields than attend church. I was out 
around trying to get à subscriber, but did not get one. They 
would say, I do not believe in a church and don't attend 


TaurH SEEKER what you know about these two things. 
i Yours for truth, J. N. Cot. 
LA writer in Taz TRUTH SEEKER a few years ago, after re- 
citing evidence from Layard and others as to the present 
state of Babylon, concludes: Thus we see that the city 
which was to be destroyed by a great army from the north 
country,’ the city whose time was near at hand, whose days 
it was declared should not be prolonged, which-was to be 


Leon, N. Y., Feb. 4, 1891. 


Mr. Eprrok: I am well satisfied with your paper, the pict- 
ure book, and other literary matter that I hav received. I 
think the cartoons hav a tendency to excite a desire in those 
who look at them to diligently search the scriptures to see if 


E. C. DURFEE. 
ALLEGAN, MioH., Jan. 25, 1891. 


those things are 80. 


Mr. EprTOR: I send you my second volume of names. 
You can stick it to the eleven-feet one that Isent you last 
I will if I can. 
I hope you will get a hundred miles of petitions, so as to let 
the orthodox know that there is some one on earth besides 


month. I may perhaps send volume three. 


them. s 


ATLANTA, Ga., Feb. 6, 1891. 


J. L. GARDINER, 


ME. EprroR: Tug TRuTH BEEKER leads all publications 


of its class. 


The very best paper in all this wide nation, 

It laughs at the church and derides its salvation ; 

In 8cience alone it finds man's true elevation, 

And in churches and creeds finds schools of damnation. 


Wishing you all success, I am, 


Truly yours, Tuomas M. TAYLOR. 


Paris, ILL., Feb. 2, 1891. 


Mr. Epnrrog: My Terura BEEKER came to hand this morn- 
ing. I read your article on the Secular Union, and I am 
ready to indorse your recommendation. I heartily congratu- 


late you upon the stand you hav taken. It is, I think, the 
only true one if we ever shall succeed in Secularizing the 
government. Do not turn aside either way to attack any- 
body’s religion. But the Christian system will always be an 
obstruction that must be overcome and brought to respect 
civil government and its laws as supreme. Tou are right; 
go ahead. And I hope the trouble you deplore will soon 
subside. s J. A. WALTHALL. 


RzNrBEw, PA., Feb. 4, 1891. 
Mr. EpiTOR: You can count on me for a life subscriber. 
I can never be happy if Tug Teura SzgEKER does not come 
once a week. Keep the good work progressing. I will do 
what I can for you from time to time. But my means are 
very limited. There is a fair sprinkling of Libera] men and 
women through the oil country. Iam somewhat notorious, 
as everyone knows mie as an Infidel. I never let an oppor- 
tunity go by to hit the old hog, Superstition. If I was able I 
would take the field against her—I mean, if I was educated, 
I would giv my life to the cause of Freethought as against 
superstition. Please send me Miss Gardener’s new book and 

the ANNUAL when ready. Tuos. BOWSER. 


Los Axazrzs, CaL., Feb. 1, 1891. 
MR. Eprrog: Carry the news to Joseph Cook, and break 
it gently to Brother Wilber F. Crafts, that fully one thou- 
sand people assembled in Illinois Hall on January 29th to 
honor the memory of that great and immortal man, Thomas 
Paine. It was the first meeting of the kínd ever held in this 
city ; and though the venal and cowardly daily papers, with 
one exception, inserted a paid notice of the meeting where 
it could. not be found or seen without a prolonged search, 
we filled the hall and astonished the nativs with the size of 
the audience. Inelosed is the program, which was fully 
carried out, and not till the hour of 10:45 did the ceremonies 
. end. The Los Angeles admirers of Thomas Paine feel proud 
of their first effort to honor his name aud natal day, and 

judging from their first attempt, it will not be their last. 
Very truly yours, C. Severanog. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Jan. 30, 1891. 
Terors SRERRR Pus. Co., Gentlemen: Please answer 
through your paper, or tell where the information may be 
obtained: When was the portrait of Thomas Paine placed 
in the Independence Hall, Philadelphia? By whom was it 
presented? Giv artist's name, and such other information as 
you hav upon the subject. I hav made every effort here to 

obtain the information without success. 
Yours in Universal Mental Liberty, J. B. ELLIOTT. 


WASsHNGTOx, D. C., Feb. 5, 1891. 

Mz. Epitor: 1 am unable to answer the above inquiries. 
I hav before me now three different engravings of the like- 
ness of Thomas Paine, apparently made from the portrait 
that is now in Independence Hall. The last and by far the 
best one is imprinted on the title-page of my pamphlet, 
„Thomas Paine—Was he Junius ?“ 

The two other engravings ascribe the portrait to Romney, 
who was born in Lancashire, Eng., in 1734. He was a dis. 
tinguished artist, and painted portraits of the great Cowper, 
Warren Hastings, Lord Chatham, and William Pitt. In 
1798 he was compelled by ill health to desist from work, and 
he died in 1802. : 

Whether the portrait in Independence Hall is an original 
or a copy I do not know; but in my judgment there is not 
8 nobler countenance in the galaxy of Revolutionary fathers 
there exhibited thun that of Thomas Paine. W. H. Burr. 


Tuornton, R. I., Feb. 4, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrok: Inclosed please find $4 for subscription, the 
ANNUAL, and other books as named. Thornton is a new vil. 
lage, just started up with two factories. One is what is 


called the British Hosiery Company, and the other the Thorn- 
ton Worsted Mill. The hosiery mill is worked and manned 


of work.” 
footed Liberals. 


and ignorance, 


known in the land. WILLIAM A. BENNETT. 


EMMETSBURG, IA., Jan. 25, 1891. 


Two years ago only one person took your valuable paper in 
this, Palo Alto county, Ia. Now the above list, and many 


others, anxiously await its coming. The copy that I receive 


is read by at least a half-score, and I take a happy delight 
in leaving it on my table for all to see and read. When your 
first copies appeared, they were a holy horror” to the 
* holy of holies.” Catholics shuddered when they got a 
sight of it, and holy water was in great demand for a few 
days thereafter. Protestants who got a sight of them were 
kept busy saying, ‘‘ Oh, Lord, make us truly thankful for 
what we are about to receive, pardon all our sins, especially 
for looking at Tug TRUTRH SEEKER, for Christ's sake, amen.” 
But when the Text-Book ” came, heavens, what a commo- 
tion! Some said, How do you expect to liv in this com- 
munity with such a book on your table?" Others said, Oh, 
Cohoon, you are lost! lost!” And one very dear friend of 
mine, and by the way a good Catholic, and ex-county at- 
torney, will not stay in my office when the lids of the 
*'Text-Book" are open. He seems to see the very devil in 
the book—and I half believe he is right, as I can see the 
Old Nick himself in almost every picture, and clothed in 
priestly robes too. And yet, dear TRUTH SEEKER, I hav sold 
every one of them—about fourteen in all, I believe—and still 
I must hav more. But don’t you tell, for I might be excom- 
municated if Father should find it out. How I wish 
I were a millionaire—wouldn’t I giv it to the old dry-bones! 
I would gladly exchange my title to an orthodox heaven for 
money enough to keep myself, wife, and boy safe from a 
religious boycott, as we all know that means expulsion from 
all Christian society and being shunned by almost every 
religious crank. Yours truly, C. E. COHOON. 


OLIVER Branou, Miss., Feb. 2, ERA OF SOIENOE 291. 
Mr. Epor: What wil you do, my brother? A new 
year, with a new almanac, a new hope, and renewed ambi- 
tion, is upon us. An old year is numbered with the misty 
past, is laid away as a vesture well worn. What will you 
do, my brother? is the question that I want to ask every 


reader of our noble banner of truth, a paper that is read and |: 


read till every leaf is worn away. What will you do? Not, 
what will you say in the columns of a Liberal paper? What 
will you do? See here, my brother, are you a Liberal? 


Hav you enjoyed the blessing of mental freedom? Do you 
love truth and right? Do you think Freethought will do to 
liv by and to die by? If you do not, join the orthodox 
church and do not be a hypocrit. 
not be afraid to tell your orthodox friend that he is in dark- 
ness, and do not be afraid to tell him why you think so. Do 
not be afraid to declare that the Jewish records are not the 
words of God. Do not be afraid to show up the vile fraud, 
Christianity. Do not be afraid to show your paper to your 
friends and ask them and advise them to read it. 
afraid to show the Christian world that Infidels, Atheists, 
and Spiritualists can liv up to a higher moral standard than 
they. Do not be afraid to snatch the flames of hell from the 
innocent brain of helpless youth. 
few tracts and mail them to your friends. 
a great year for Freethought. What will you do, my 
brother? There is no man without influence. 
my brother, rescue one brain from the prison bars of super- 
stition? If you will, I will, and the rest will, and, oh! but 
think of it, in one year we could thus double our ranks. 
Without system we can do nothing. How easy is this! 
Each one can surely rescue one. 
eral papers, mail one to every little boy whose mind you 


But if you do, then do 


Do not be 


Do not be afraid to buy a 
I want this to be 


Cannot you, 


Pull down that file of Lib- 


know is being molded into clay. He will thank you for it 
some day. Come from behind the screen and then you will 
know your true friends, and your own real worth. What 
will you do, my brother? Will. not each one bring home a 
friend, and then, oh, send a line here and let me rejoice with 
him and you. t Gray.” 


Lisoors, N. M., Jan. 31, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: Last Sunday a parson preaching on the 
prophecies of the old Bible said that when Babylon was de- 
stroyed (which had been prophesied hundreds of years be- 
fore) the country was cursed for miles around, and, although 


the soil was very rich and fertil with a large river running 


through it, it has not been inhabited by man to this day. 
Again, a pious lady told us the other day that the country 
around the spot where the Mountain Meadow massacre took 
place is and has been a barren waste since the Mormons 


committed that inhuman crime, while before, as the name im- 
plies, it was a beautiful, fertil spot. 
ances in these cases, I would like you to tell us through THE 


one.” Some would say, Well, I don’t know. I may sub. 
scribe for your paper; did not want to for fear of losing a job 
Such Liberals are what Brother Peck calls web- 
What a blessing to America it would be if 
all of the churches were turned into a good Secular school- 
house, and priestly drones and Bibles, with the rest of their 
rot-stuff, not allowed in there to fill minds with superstition 
I am waiting for the time to come when 
churches, and popes, priests, and ministers, will not be 


Mr. EprTOR: Inclosed find draft for balance on the Pic- 
torial Text-Books” you hav sent me, and also draft for seyen 
subscribers for 1891; also cash for one more Text-Book.” 


While I make allow- 


* perpetual desolation,’ after the Jewish captivity, and never 
to be inhabited nor dwelt in from generation to generation, 
where the Arab was never to pitch his tent even; the city 
which was to‘ be as when God overthrew Sodom and Go. 
morrsh ’—was & large and important city after the prophe- 
cies were written and after the captivity of the Jews; that 
Alexander intended to make it the seat of his great empire ; 
that afterward it declined gradually like other ancient cities, 
yet ‘Jews still lingered among the ruins’ in the time of 
Augustus; that in the second century of the Christian era, it 
still contained inhabitants and ‘ many great and beautiful edi- 
fices still standing ;? that at a later date Hillah rose on the 


. stté.of the ancient city; that the town has now a population 


of from eight thousand to nine thousand, and is peopled 
chiefly by Arabs; that other portions of the ground on which 
ancient Babylon stood are inhabited by Arabs whose settle- 
ments show the activity of a hive of bees,’ while all around 
the green morass is spotted with flocks of the black buffalo ; 
and that a British traveler actually saw Arabs with their 
tents retreating from the marshes, which form a part of the 
site of the old city.” We know nothing of the condition of 
the scene of the Mountain Meadow massacre. Of course, any 
change there is due to natural causes. If all scenes of mas. 
sacres committed by fellow-believers of your preacher had be- 
come steril, there would be little agriculture in Europe.— 
Ep. T. 8.] 


Lexineron, KY., Feb. 4, 1891. 

Mz. EprroR: Mr. Nelson nobly attempts to reduce emo- 
tional influence to a system. Rousseau and others make it 
plain that feeling is often a stronger factor in civilization than 
reason. Nature sometimes acts the tyrant, and to take her 
by the collar we must hav, or suppose we hav, a long line of 
well-disposed ancestors. Many influences conspire to draw 
us from the upward path. Many say, I would do better if 
I had a chance; it is all compromise, after all.“ Germa of 
disease may infest the organization, mental and physical, 
but a strong will and constitution can conquer them. If we 
are sick we are half devoured by worms; when we are well 
we should command them to take a back seat. 

It would seem that necessity, in the moral life of man, 
would giv a black eye to responsibility. Mentality and 
moral feeling are not governed by blind mechanical rules. 


You tell a wicked neighbor to do better; do you speak to a 
machine that way? The heart which beats with love and 


refinement is not a machine. We are not such slaves,” 


says Cardinal Gibbons. He remarks also that motivs need a 


stronger incentiv than the intrinsic excellence of virtue. We 


need a little push from God now and then—God, whose will 
is our sanctification. i 
roundings, we might be glad of a push from God or the: 
other one. Kant thinks that the principle of order is in us; 
but if it was not in nature as well a8 in our experience, what 
would become of us? 


If we were entirely governed by sur- 


Plautus said, Keep what you hav got. Do not kill your- 


Self. Get all you can." 


Men hav progressed in a certain direction; their inventions 
are useful and highly demonstrativ. But women declare 


that truth and goodness shall rule the world. On these 
points their development is intact, has not been arrested. 
They suppose that female. folly, luxury, smoking, drinking, 
licentiousness, cause nations to sink, Does nature in hetero. 
geneity place these mountains in the way which cannot be 
leveled? Well might Hamlet observe, What a piece of 
work is man!” 
heart was not black as ink. 


Erasmus comforts usa little. He said the 


Gladstone made, the other day, the assertion that barba- 


rism and organized robbery were making full head way against 
us, as if free agency was ‘‘ played out;” still, he was opposed 


to the antidote, submission. I think I should also demur to , 


such a proposition. 


But how has the world been treated? What a thirst for 
power the church has always manifested! Even the Presby- 
terians tried to force Charles I. to sign the Solemn League 
and Covenant. And the descendants of those very men are 
now feeling their way to our throats as a free nation. 

Buddhism, combined with the notions of Jewish sects, 
gave the first impetus to what was called Christianity. It 
was an eclectic system, modified by Greek culture before 
Christ, who was steeped in the lore of the Essenes, accord- 
ing to Eusebius, All learned men are called Atheists. Even 
the divine Tillotson was stigmatized thus, with those who 
are in advance of the spirit of their age. The Greeks, 
slighting the god Necessity, defined Elohim as all power 
and force, in the abstract; while Plotinus diluted and sweet- 
ened the usual pill of fanaticism. The Druids, in conven- 
tion thousands of years ago, decided not to worship the 
god of Light—he would benefit us anyway. From this 
followed the worship of devils, such as Seithern and Moloch. 
Iphigenia was held down by her young gentlemen acquaint- 
ances and stabbed, to secure the safety of the Greek army. 
Observe the gall poured into the human heart, which by nat- 
ure is haunted by sweetness. The Jews remark that the 
‘last finality of thought is knowledge of God,” which ought 
to lead to great practical results. The ancestors of lo, the 
poor Indian, probably worshiped some great god, which has 
resulted in untutored minds, with total wreck of body and 
estate. Thus the craze goeson. Religionists hav not ad- 
vanced the world, but courageous men, and often bad ones. 
Samuel, the prophet, meddled with everything. David was 
his own prophet, and Cromwell his own king. Henry VIII. 


was his own pope. Louis XIV. dismissed his prime minister 
politely. being able to do his‘own thinking. He even had 
the daring to save the life of Moliere, the author of Tartuffe. 
Pericles, Leo X., Herod the Great, laid great stress upon 
the fine arts as civilizers. Were they slaves ? 
lam suffering miserably in poverty. Will anyone help 
me? If not, I will do all I can, and die the same. Mr. 
Macdonald and Miss Wixon are very kind. ALHAZA. — 


: . Pon Sremas, Cor., Feb. 1, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: As the weak things of the world are to con- 

found the mighty and the great, I here assume the appear- 
ance of a critic, not for controversy’s sake, but for the ful] 
development of truth. 
In Tae Teura SrzxzE of January 24th appeared, in an 
article from the pen of T. E. Longshore, some strange ex- 
pressions, viewed from an humble standpoint. We do not 
expect to confound the philosophy of so able a writer, but 
we may at least, perchance, through your indulgence, drop 
a word of truth, which’may: produce some good, independ- 
ent of the Christian God. The Christian and Infidel world 
(says this writer) in its bewilderment has much to say about 
God. But the Infidels renew the quarrel. Displeased with 
the God the fathers in their great strait felt themselvs driven 
to define and interpret as best they could, they proceed to 
destroy him altogether. They are uninformed and fanatical, 
or they would not do so. For man, either Infidel or Chris: 
tian, by nature loves good." The natural conclusion agree- 
able to these words forces us to accept the word God as 
co existent and equivalent to good, having ‘the same root, 
he declares, after many centuries of distinct common usage, 
in which a fact has been established and two distinct words 
evolved. By a technical fineness of logic he has made out 
a case, and indicted of ignorance and fanaticism. other In- 
fidels, as is obvious above. Infidels and Christians love 
good, and consequently all must love God, and all that is 
necessary in the premises is to prove that they were origi- 
nally the same under older systems of theological interpreta- 
tion. Then he turns his shot and shell loose upon his own 
fortress, and it is brushed away like chaff, as may be seen in 
his concluding remarks. Says he: This chain of supersti- 
tion that links us to the ages of rampant demonology is the 
silent point of warfare. While these demons stand un- 
challenged and unmasked, holding their grip on the 
human affections, our pueril efforts to destroy the 
great ecclesiastical superstructure and overturn the 
foundations of the hierarchy that sustain it, all under the 
patronage and invincible support of this prince and 
chief of demons men call God, this ruler of the world and 
monarch of the universe——” as it occurs to our mind, the 
gentleman has disposed of this God in such a way as to de- 
molish him altogether, notwithstanding Infidels love good. 
After twenty years. of strict Christian schooling and twenty- 
five years of serious Liberal reflection, we hav been forced 
to the cozclusion that one of the most potent influences to 
establish truth and convínce the people of the error of Chris- 
tian teaching, is to knock their God out of tíme when an 
opportunity presents itself—not arrogently, not with a spirit 
of fanaticism, but by deliberate, solid, straightforward rea- 
soning, proving to them that God and good are not synony- 
mous terms, and that moral virtue is not essential to Chris- 
tian salvation. . 

The time has passed in the history of intellectual advance- 
ment and religious bigotry, when further pandering to the 
cause of the enemy of mental liberty should be the rule of 
action—coaxing favors by covering half the truth and con- 
ceding vital points of differences. Such as D. M. Bennett 
and Colonel Ingersoll, who strike solidly from the shoulder, 
-hav wielded the most powerful influence in the cause of ex- 
posing pious frauds, notwithstanding they offered no com- 
promise when a truth stood ready to enter where credulity 
had filled the place. TRR TaurH BERKER caricatures are 
working a deep and lasting conviction of the-truth of rea- 
son, and the false show of faith and dogmas. The letters 
from Mr. John Peck which were given through TRR TRUTH 
SEEKER a short time ago, hav spread over our land like an 
intellectual wave. Superstition cannot be rooted out in a 
day, or an age. It must be effected by a steady application 
of rational logic, presented to the minds of coming genera- 
tions, where every available fact should be placed before the 
youths of the country. To withhold the strongest points of 
argument for fear cf offending the over-pious Christians, is, 
we think, a very grave mistake. You may as well pore into 
the solid granit for human reason as into the brain of the 
hidebound, over-zealous Christian. When s human being 
has so nourished his imagination that he becomes fanatical, 
he ig impervious to reason; his eyes and ears are sealed to 
every emotion of religious reasoning. Looking neither to 
the right nor to the left, he continues to climb on in his 
aerial castle. At every succeeding imaginary lift he ap- 
proaches nearer his ideal heaven, and becomes more and 
more confirmed in credulity and less capable of rational re- 
flection. He has grown from a myth to a positiv assurance. 
The most scientific mind, who has a fact in nature figured 
out and scientifically demonstrated, is more liable to doubt 
his senses than the credulous Christian who has most pleas- 
ingly wound his imagination up to such a degree as to think 
he has a fact not to be shaken. 

The idea, God, although passiv, is the grand monarch 8u- 
perstition, and the parent of credulity—truly,as Mr. Long- 
shore says, the monarch of the world. But why charge 
Infidels with bigotry because they would dispose of this 
hyena standing over and devouring the human family? Why 
should we not draw a distinct line between this God and 
that good? When we do work, do it effectually. Put facts 
and figures before the impressible minds. Superstition 
must fall before truth and reason. One thing only hinders, 
which is now drawing more closely around mental liberty. 
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re 
Liberals are advocating the course of the Prohibition church 
people, which seems to me inconsistent in all those who 


Church ard state is their last and desperate effort. If they 
should gain the ascendency, farewell to liberty! All the 
poison serpent of the past wants is a chance to raise his head 
above the people. He lies, full of venom, in every town, in 
every state, and at the head of our nation. Keep up your 
aggressiv warfare. Continue Heston with his inspiring car- 
toons. - H. Murray. 


BOLDIERS’ AND Sarors’ HOME, 
Quinoy, ILL., Jan. 21, E. M.. 291. 

Mz. EprrOR: This letter will be on the subject, What they 
say. No doubt the fear of what may be said has in all ages 
and at all times had a salutary influence upon human con- 
duct, but that it has also been inimical to human progress is 
also true, and to call attention to this fact is the object of 
my communication. . 

How often do we hear persons remark, ‘* How such an 
such things will look!” and, What will people say ?“ with- 


out the least regard to duty, utility, or right, only consider- 


ing if they can escape public calamity, which proves a want 
of courage. Now, what we want as a people is to eliminate 
fear of public opinion when duty is to be considered. Does 


"history giv us an instance where any man has ever accom- 


plished anything great without enduring rebuff, ridicule, 
and censure? I know it is claimed that while we gain the 
contempt of our contemporaries we cannot expect to benefit 
nor convince them, but this is not true. I speak from per- 
sonal experience and observation. For I can call to mind 
that in early as well as in more advanced life, before and 
after I had assumed the doleful occupation of sky-pilot, I 
looked upon Infidels as the most contemptible of humanity ; 


-and as I hav changed, so I hav had many regard me with 


horror, and yet within a few weeks learn to honor and re- 
spect me, which is only the result of increase of knowledge. 
The world moves. We are born into the world—z.¢., the 
most of us—with.a vague innate feeling that antiquity is the 
sum of knowledge; that our habits and customs are sacred; 
that change is not only useless, but weak and erring, there- 
fore criminal, but the nineteenth century has been crowned 
with so many inventions. due to the environments growing 
out of our free institutions, which are the result of the rev- 
olutionary struggle, that what the old fogies may hav to say 
is growing fainter and fainter, because the church to a great 
extent has lost its powertodo. And yet among the cowards, 
who seem to constitute a great number, the ostracism of 
church people—i.e., the devil’s army—seems an impassable 
barrier. But what if they do sneer; what if they call me 
Bob, Robby, or even Ingersoll’s disciple? Deep down in 
their hearts they envy me, and wish they could get there 
themselvs, and would rather trust me than any of their holy 
brethren whether Protestant or Catholic. It is only their 
jealousy that causes them to treat me with contempt, and 
any of them could easily be bribed. Then should we be 
deterred by what they may say, when we know that it is 
avarice, ignorance, superstition, and fear that prompt those 
who oppose progress, advancement, and reform? They 
really seem to think that investigation can change a fact; 
that they hav a patent-right on God, a deed to heaven, a sea] 
to immortality, and & guarantee to all customs from the 
almighty. Yet they are afraid that some reformer will over- 
power their almighty God, and then they will be dispossessed. 


Are such persons worthy of our consideration? Should we 
fear them, be deterred by what they say? What did they 


say of Martin Luther and his reform, of Voltaire, of Paine, 


of Washington, of Webster, of William Lloyd Garrison; and 
in short, of every exponent of human rights and every advo- 
cate of individual judgment? It has long since been recog- 
nized as a virtue to maintain your rights when invaded by 
your neighbor or fellow-man, but to take one’s part when 


God attempts to do a wrong is thought exceeding sinful. 


But for my life it seems to me the latter is the more praise- 
worthy, for the following reasons: 1. Because God, being 
all- powerful, can procure what he needs without wronging | 
anyone, while our fellow may through fear of want be ex- 
cused. 2. Man may err in his judgment and claim what 
does not belong to him, but & God cannot be excused, for 
mistakes do not belong to him, and consequently if attempts 
of wrong come from that quarter, it is only fiendishness that 
8. Finally, instead of being awed 
when our rights are invaded, it is our duty to resist, no 
matter from what source, men or gods, earth or heaven, no 
matter what they say. True, most of people are so selfish 
that they look more to what people say than to what may 
be the possible result. Such timid persons are the hunkers, 
the hold-backs who fail to see the advance of the world. 
They are afraid to admit that the world revolves, for fear 
the water would all spill out of their wells. They fear the 
doctrin of evolution, not so much on account of the fact of 
their ancestors being monkeys, but because they are mon- 
keysthemselvs. They despise demonstration and science, 
lest they learn that heaven will be proved a myth and hell 
an impossibility, and thereby they be robbed: of their most 


prompts him to act. 


sapguinary hopes. No one should fear what they may say; 
but, the more is said against you, be the more determined, 
if you are right. Ex-Rev. J. N. MAxxx. 


TxsasBoRo, Mass., Feb. 8, 291. 

Mr. Eprrok: I pity, or should if I had any sympathy for 
it, a cause that has such an absurd advocate as the mar- 
velous Leonard, of Michigan. The Massachusetts Pro- 
hibition correspondent" has met heretofore with consider- 
able heterogeneous argument designed to dignify the court 
of Alcohol and the halls of Gambrinus, and he has often 
sought, with considerable success, to make saloon solicit- 
ors hunt their holes; but never has he met the match, 
among all those who bolster booze, in giving away their 
own ground, found in the speaker for licensed liquor as 
discovered by his letter in Tae TTR SEEKER of February 
7th. He says: I see in your paper that some of the 
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want to see the time come when the false doctrin of the 
fanatics has passed away never to return again.” 

Liberals advocating what course of Prohibition church 
people? No Liberal is advocating their God.in-the- 
Constitution-Bundày-Bible-and-blasphemy-laws course. We 
only advocate the principle of prohibition, to greater or less 


| extent, of intoxicating liquor, or anything else alike barmful, 


if there be such—which we don't see—on the same ground 
that we justify any government and judiciary, namely, the 
good of the governed, justice to the judged, and, to that 
end, the security of liberty by law, the fortification of free- 
dom against both invasion and insurrection ; and we esteem 
as the greatest foe to freedom, the worst enemy of liberty, 
the cursedest of curses to civilized countries and barba- 
rian wilds, the one that comes in by the mouth to steal away 
the brain, the wrecker of reason, the deluder of hope, the 
mocker of love, the aper of friendship, the seducer of man- 
hood, the debaucher of womanhood, the soiler of childhood, 
the bane of all— i 
Whisky and wine, or beer and brandy, 

"Tis one, tis gall, 

Old Alcohol. 

Leonard ludicates: **Alcohol is the only weapon that a 
Liberal has to defend himself from the sky-pilots and their 
followers." Oh, awful! What a miserable limbo Liberals, 
or at least such of them as the Michigan Leonard, must be 
in to be deprived of all defense against the worshiping 
church, except the wine-cup! Only a bottle to oppose to 
the Bible! Only beer to answer creed! Only the saloon to 
silence superstition! Only the bartender to combat the pul- 
piteer! Only a hell-fakir to pit against asky-pilot! Alack- 
aday! Sad to see! Well, well! What shall we say? Giv 
us a rest! Of two evils choose the least. Dismiss the hell- 
fakir and let the sky-pilot be. 

But as for Liberals who hav more talent of reason than 
taste for rum, we will carry on the war against both church 
and saloon, with wit instead of wine, with brains instead of 
beer, with argument instead of whisky, with sentiment in- 
stead of sensuality, with conscientiousness instead of cussed- 
ness, with wisdom instead of wantonness, with knowledge 
instead of knavery, with school-houses instead of sample- 
rooms, with Secular societies, Brotherhoods of Moralists, 
clubs for ethical culture, literary and library associations, 
lecture courses and halls of learning, instead of liquor leagues, 
with Charles Watts and Robert G. Ingersoll and Thaddeus 
B. Wakeman and L. K. Washburn and the Brothers 
Macdonald, etc., instead of Louis Schiel, and trust we can 
pull through all right in time, with such a team, and such 
cohorts, and such guns and ammunition, without the aid of 
the Leonard of Port Huron and his huge pile of beer-barrel 
redoubts. We do not doubt but that we can. 

But, proclaims this positiv Leonard: Liquor never 
killed a man worthy to liv, and its ravages are strictly con- 
fined to those who claim to be the followers of the lowly 
Jesus.” Would to Nature that this were so, but it is too 
good to be true, and anyone with half an eye to see or half 
open ear to hear (outside of Port Huron, which may be an 
anomalous place) knows it is false. 

It may be that men with little brain can stand liquor like 
mullet-heads. It is those with the most sensitiv organiza- 
tions that feel the fang of the poison serpent the sharpest. 
It is not the butchers, the sailors, the coal-heavers, the hod- 
carriers, the men of bone and brawn, but the poets, the law- 
yers, the doctors, the editors, even the judges and states- 
men, the men of heart and head, which liquor plays worst 
havce with. And if the Mike Maloneys, Henry Schneiders, 
and Romeo Macaronis regularly get their legs tangled up or 
their viscera discumfuddled and are lugged off on a hand- 
barrow and finally help fill a common bone-yard after a 
thousand sprees, the community does not condole that it is 
much matter. But when in their prime, in their youth, in 
the midst of their manhood, in the bloom of their hope, the 
Altamonts, the Condorcets, the Edgar Allen Poes, the Henry 
Kirke Whites, the Lord Gordon Byrons, the Robert Burnses, 
the wards of genius, hav been wrecked by gin, or the alco- 
hol devi] under some other alias, the world has cause to 
mourn ag well as heaven to weep and hell to gape. Every 
man is worthy to liv. It is because liquor unmans a man 
that we mean it shall be banished. 

“Liberals admit that the law of nature executes its pen- 
alty,” but they do not all mind it. They are not all honest, 
wise, or even decent, and if they were, should they not sus- 
tain laws to keep the sinful church people in order? Ido 
not want to kill off the church people; I want to convert 
them to sober reason, as I do the Liberals. 

But what does Leonard mean by declaring Prohibition to 
be a church people's movement, and then claiming that they 
alone are the woree for using liquor? If they alone are 
over-fond of the bedeviling beverage, they should be the last 
to propose its prohibition. Who is inconsistent here ? 

Leonard also alleges that the liquor revenue which relig- 
ious tipplers pay helps to liquidate the debt they owe Lib- 
-erals on account of taxless God-houses. What of the por- 
tion paid for liquor that does not return in revenue? And 
what of the cost of courts and police, that far outruns such 
revenue, on account of liquor’s doings ? 

If Leonard cannot tell better than that liquor has no more 
to do with crime than has beans, then he doesn’t know liquor 
or else he doesn’t know beans. If that will raise his angry 


passions he may cool off ina snow-bank. 
Jonn Prescorr Quip. 


P. 8.—Will D. W. Whitney inform us when Prohibition 
had its origin in the Methodist church for the sole purpose 
of establishing a third political party on the basis of religion?” 
Who were the originators? It would be very interesting 
history. G. 
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Ghildren’s Corner. 


Adited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, ali 


River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Oorner should be sent, 


mother was sick,” ** when mother was sick,” 


-or since mother was sick.” And how the. 


dear mother will remember every kindly act 
and token that she then received ! 
What a pity it is that the average young 


man does not properly appreciate his mother 


until he is twenty-five, or perhaps forty, years 


trees growing here, and in the summer it 

looks like a mass of blooms. It is all I hav 

to tell you to-day. ~ - VOR s PSP pus 
Please excuse mistakes and bad writing. 
i : Yours truly, Loviz ‘Hong. . 


[When you write again, tell the readers of 
the Corper about the bees, and how honey is | 


VES. 


of age, when he may hav no mother to ap- 
preciate. And I fearsome young ladies, too, 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


value. 

Let me tell you, young men and young 
ladies, husbands and fathers, you do not, and 
cannot, repay the kind and constant care of 
her who would willingly die, if need be, to 
secure you a good name and position in so- 
ciety and in the world. : t 

Let us all strive to repay the debt we owe 
our mothers, to the best of our ability. And 
not only to our own mothers, but to the 
mothers of our own children. 

Fathers are well enough in their way, per- 
haps, but the love and influence of a mother 
is beyond the power of language to express. 

St. Elmo, Tenn. L. L. Goopwin. 

— — . — — 


“A Young People’s Paper.” 


Some time in the future, we feel confident, 
some one who has means will come forward 
and advance the necessary funds to enlarge 
|| our Children's Corner to a young people's 
paper. We can then hav more space to ex- 
press and impress our thoughts upon the ris. 
ing generation. No one can doubt the good 
work that such a journal could be capable of 
doing. If we can save the children we save 
the nation.— Miss Wixon. 


I sincerely hope that our friend and 
teacher’s desire may some day be fulfilled, 
and that the young Liberal people may hav a 
journal of their own, with Miss Wixon for 
editor. What a grand opportunity this 
would be for us, to hav a paper of our own 
in which we could express our thoughts and 
through which we could receive the instruc- 
tion of such an able and efficient teacher as 
Miss Wixon. I believe all the young Liberals 
and some of the older ones would be willing 
to contribute something toward the publica- 
tion of such a journal. I know I would for 
one. Miss Ida A. Ballou, of Buffalo, N. Y., 
who i8 & writer for the Corner, and whose 
bright letters are always appreciated, in a 
letter to Miss Wixon thus expresses her 
opinion: I sincerely wish your hopes may 
materialize and we shall hav a Liberal young 
people’s paper. I will do all in my power to 
bring it about and help you all I can. I 
think it would be an excellent thing. ‘As 
the twig is bent the tree is inclined.’ I think 
every Liberal that is interested in the welfare 
of his children ought to contribute to its 
support.” 

There is no doubt but that such a journal 
would be valuable, for under the direction of 
Miss Wixon it could not fail to be otherwise. 
The project is oue that is worthy of the atten- 
tion of all true Liberals, and it is to be hoped 
that they will all take an interest in the mat- 
ter and aid in establishing a young peo- 
ple’s paper.” Gro. J. REMSBURG. 

Oak Mills, Kan. 

P. 8.— Please excuse all mistakes, as I am 
writing very rapidly. Best wishes to Miss 
Wixon and the Cornerites. G. J. R. 

(We thank our friend George for his kind 


A Tiny Bud. 


A tiny bud burst from the ground 
Upon a hillside fair; 

Dead leaves and grass were strewn around, 
While cold and keen the air. 


A little girl came out to play 
Upon the hillside there; 

And spied the little bud that seemed 
To her so cold and bare. 


„O little bud, why are you out, 
When it is, oh, 80 cold? 
Why do you peep above the ground, 
And all your leaves unfold ?” 


„It is my mission, little one; 
Dame Nature sent me here; 
To mo it seemeth not so cold, 
Though early in the year." 


What can you do, you little bud? 
So frail you seem to me.“ 

* T goon shall open, little girl, 
A flower then I'll be. 


“ All flowers once were naught but buds ; 
As women once were girla ; y 
Why are you here, my little one, 
With your flaxen head of curls?” 


* I must confess you're in the right,” 
The little girl did ory; 

“ We all must bud before we bloom, 
And liv before we die," 


ADELAIDE BANDALL. 
—— f$ 92 ——————- 


Mother is Sick. 


He was fifteen hundred miles from home, 
and so situated that it was impossible for him 
to return at the time I am writing about. 
One day he received a telegram from home, 
of only three words, aud yet those words were 
powerful enough to make the strong man turn 
pale, and every nerve and fiber of his body 
vibrate with a more energetic thrill than the 
pulsating wire which brought the message. 
That night he did not close his eyes in slum- 
ber, but tossed like a fever patient in his 
bed, and was constantly repeating the words 
of the telegram, ‘‘ Mother is sick.” 

He knew well that it was no light or ordi- 
nary sickness, for had it been the wires 
would not hav been burdened with it. She 
was not very well when he left home, and the 
frequent letters he received bore the monoto- 
nous sentence, Mother is as well as usual.” 
But this telegram meant that mother’s disease 
had reached a crisis, and that the worst was 
feared. It took no prophet to interpret its 
meaning. . 

The next day when he met with his fellow- 
workmen they said: Why, G——, you look 
pale. Are you sick?” Oh, no,” he said as 
cheerfully as it was possible for him to say 
it—and he always spoke pleasantly—and he 
turned away with a choking sensation that he 
would gladly hide if possible. His fellows 
noticed that he talked but very little that day, 
for he was usually very chatty and talked of 
mental, moral, and scientific matters in a 


do not estimate the dear mother at her full| 


manner which was new to them, and they 
liked to hear him. And they liked him even 
when he talked against, and upset, their own 
pet theories, because he seemed so sincere 
and earnest, and so pleasant, as if he wanted 
-to teach them some better way. 

The second night was also a sleepless one, 
and when he met the workmen in the morn- 
ing, they said: ‘‘Wby, Mr. G——, you are 
sick. What is the matter?" He drew from 
his vest pocket a slip of paper and handed it 
to the foreman to read, while the strong man 
bowed his face in his hands and wept. 

‘A silent sympathy was accorded him which 
was like balm to his lacerated feelings. Is it 
any wonder that he made mistakes in his 
work that day? And how grateful he felt 
when the foreman, usually harsh and crabbed, 
called his attention to them in a kindly man- 
ner. 

That night he received a long, loving letter 
from home, telling how ** mamma had been 
very sick, but was much better now.” How 
like oil upon the troubled waters this mes. 
sage fell upon his distracted mind and body. 

I doubt if there are three other words, 
great or small, in the whole language that 
hav the power of those three small ones, 
* Mother is sick.” I never hear them with- 
out a shudder of apprehension, and I do not 
believe any decent husband and father can. 

And what an epoch it becomes in the 
family for dates of things happening before 


wishes and commendation of our work. We 
hav to say that several private letters fully 
indorse the project of a Liberal paper ex- 
pressly for the young. But it costs a great 
deal of money to publish such a paper as we 
would like to see. 
turing slowly, we will do the best we can, 
with the aid of our very able correspondents, 
whose valuable contributions greatly help to 
make the Corner all it js. —Ep. C. C.] 


While the project is ma- 


———— —9—$-9————— - 
Correspondence, 


Gray, Tenn., Jan. 15, 1891. 

Miss Susan WIxox, Dear Friend: My 
papa takes THE TRUTH SEEKER, and I like to 
look at the pictures and read the Children’s 
Corner. I am fourteen years old. 

I hav a horse, bridle, and saddle of my 
own. I hav been going to school a little this 
winter. Iam not going now. We hav three 
dogs, one à common hound and two English 
hounds. For fear of the waste-basket, I will 
close. Your friend, WILLIE DINGLER. 


BEsNJAMIN, UTAH, Jan. 16, 1891. 
Dear Miss Susan H. Wixon: I thought I 
would write again, for my first letter was very 

short. : 
Father and mother were the first people 
that lived in this little place. It was twenty- 
one years ago they came here, and my oldest 
brother was the first child born in Benjamin; 
he is twenty years old. We had a little house 


with one room in it; now we hava big one: 


with seven rooms. It is a very little place. 
Father is a bee-keeper. He has two hun- 


made.—Ep. C. C.] 


PLANTSVILLE, CONN., Jan. 25, 1891. 
Miss Susan H. Wixow: I hav never seen 
any letters from this town, I never went to 
church or Sunday-school. There are six 
churches here, and plenty of people to go to 
them. My father has taken 
SEEKER as long as I can remember. I like to 
look at the pictures and read the Children’s 
Corner. 
page of the last TRUTH SEEKER is a very. nice 
one. -It has been snowing all the forenoon, 
80 that now the snow is deep. Hoping to see 
this letter in print, I am, your non-church- 
going friend, Ernest N. WirHAM. 
[Another bright, brave boy. We hope to 
hear from him often.—Ep. C. C.] 


— 


Gray, Ky., Jan. 2, 1891. 

Dxag Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a letter to the Corner, for my first, as I 
see it is not filled..out as it should be. My 
father has taken TIER TRUTH SEEKER for 
twelve years, and also the Ironclad Age, and 
I read them both. 

I hav an uncle that is a Freethinker, and 
also a cousin who is a Freethinker. My 
school-teacher to whom I went last fall was 
a Freethinker. It would take too much 
space to mention all the Freethinkers in this 
neighborhood. And I think there will be 
more in America than there are if Miss Wixon 
keeps on at business'as she is now. She is 
raising them up in brightness instead of igno- 
rance. I will close, and write. more. next 
time. Your thirteen-yeàr-old Freethinker, 

: TILDEN GRAY. 

Box, Kan., Jan. 23, 1891. 

Drar Miss Wixon: This is my second let- 
ter to the Children’s Corner. There is a 
church about half a mile from our house. 
There has been a revival for the last week, 
but it only succeeded in getting one convert, 
and that was a young girl. Some of my 
schoolmates call us Infidels and heathens, 
because we do not believe in God. Last year 
our teacher read the Bible every morning, 
and we Infidel girls either stayed out-doors 
or went in the house and took out our slates 
and pencils and made a noise. I like to read 
the nice stories and letters inthe Corner. I 
will close. Your Freethinker. friend, 

THERESA HELLSTROM. 

[I would not disturb others who desire to 
read the Bible. We should be tolerant of 
others if they are not of us. "Will Theresa 
tell us in the Corner about the town she livs 
in, and her studies, pets, and how shs spends 
her evenings?—En. C. C.] 


— to 
Sing a Song of Sixpence. 

A. hidden meaning is said to be concealed 
in the familiar rhyme of Sing a Bong of 
Sixpence," and the following pretty expla- 
nation of it is given: 

„The four and twenty biackbirds repre- 
sent twenty-four hours. The bottom of the 
pie is the world; the top crust is the sky 
that overarches it. The opening of the pie 
is day-dawn, when the birds begin to sing, 
and surely such a sight is ‘a dainty dish. to 
set before a king.’ 

“The king, who is represented as sitting 
in his parlor counting his money, is the gun; 
while the gold pieces that slip through his fin- 
gers are golden sunshine. The queen, who 
sits in the dark kitchen, is the moon, and 
the honey with which she regales herself is 
the moonlight. 

The industrious maid, who is in the gar- 
den at work before the king—the sun—has 
risen, is the day-dawn, and the clothes she 
hangs out are the clouds, while the bird which 
80 tragically ends the song by ‘ nipping off her 
nose’ is the hour of sunset. So we hav the 
whole day—in a pie.” 

— 9-9 9—————— . 


Fun at the Table. 

An Austin man read in the paper that the 
family should always be the scene of laugh- 
ter and merriment, and that no meal should 
be passed in the moody silence that so often 
characterizes those occasions. The idea 
struck him so favorably that when his family 
was gathered around the table that evening, 
he said: : 

„ Now, this sort o' thing of keeping 80 
blamed mum at meals has got to stop. You 
hear me? You girls, put in an’ tell stories, 
an’ keep up agreeable sort o' talk like; an’ 
you boys, laugh and be jolly, or I'll take and 
dust your jackets with a grapevine till you 
can’t stand. Now begin!“ 

The glare that he sent around the table 


dred and twenty stands. There are apple- made the family as funny as a funeral. 


HE. TRUTH.: 


We think the picture on the front 
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The Diseases of Personality. By Th. 
Ribot. Translated from the French by 
J. Fitzgerald, M.A. 


By Prof. 
Thomas H. Huxley, and Grant Allen. 


The Pleasures of Life. By Sir John 
Lubbock, Bart. 


Cosmic Emotion: Also the Teach- 
ings of Science. By William Kingdon 
Clifford. (Special number). e 


. Nature Studies. By Prof. F. R. Eaton 


Lowe; Dr. Robert Brown, F.L.S.; Geo. 
G. Chisholm, F.R.G.S., and James Dal- 
Jas, F. L. S. 


. Science and Poetry, with other Es- 


says. By Andrew Wilson, F. R. S. E. 


. ZEstheties; Dreams and Association 


of Ideas. By Jas. 
Croom Robertson. 


Sully and Geo. 


. Ultimate Finance; A True Theory 


of Co-operation. By William Nelson 
Black. 


. The Coming Slavery; The Sins of 


Legislators; The Great Political 

Superstition. By Herbert Spencer. 

By Henry Drum- 
mond, F.R.S. 

Freedom in Science and Teaching. 
By Ernst Haeckel, of the University of 
Jena. With a Prefatory Note by Prof. 
Huxley. 


. Force and Energy. A Theory of 


Dynamics. By Grant Allen. 


. Ultimate Finance. A True Theory 


of Wealth. 


By William Nelson 
Black. 


. English, Past and Present. Part. I. 


By Richard Chenevix Trench, (Double 
number). : 

English, Past and Present. Part II. 
By Richard Chenevix Trench. « 

The Story of Creation. A Plain Ac- 
count of Evolution. By Edward 
Olodd. (Double number). 


Single Nos. 16 cents; Double Nos. 30 centa. 
Nos. 1 to 111 inclusive, cloth, plain edges—separately or together—10 vols., $2 per vol 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 28 Lafayette PL, New York. 


RELIGION OF MAN - 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historioal and Oritioal Review of the Religion 
i of Man. 


CoxTENTS: What is Religion? Fetiobism. Phal- 
lic Worship.: Man's Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectnal Growth. The Great Theologe 
ical Problem. Man’s Fall, and the Christian 
Scheme for hie Redemption. Man’s Position, 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re» 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles: Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Oharter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So- 
ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self. Culture. Mare 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 
| By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It ia à thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration,—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reasom 
and to. his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.-—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narratiy is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth; $1.00; paper, 500. 


- Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
THE 


French Invasion of Ireland in '98, 


Leaves of Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroic Endeavor amd & Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFF. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and gold side stamps. Price, 51. 50. 


The present volume is an effort to rescue from 
comparative oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war, . „It points a moral that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail to receive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition, . . . 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Contains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


The Agnostio Annual 


FOR 1891. 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS, 
CONTENTS. 


An Agnostic View of the Bible.....Samuel Lainz. 
Fundamental Theses of EVI 

„ Bithell, B. So., Ph.D. 
Agnosticism and the Church of England. 


Avatar ð LAP Amos Waters. 
vatar, Come oem. 
Saladin (W. Stewart Ross). 
Tbe Instability of Faiths. Hon. O. K. Tuckerman. 
The Iron Hand Under the Velvet G ove. 
a G, J. Holyoake» 
Practical Religion.................. Ubaries Watts. 
The Cinerary Urn. A Sonnet. . 
Author of Oæsar in Egypt. 
Fog New Anglioanism.... eserse oo eese c B, Russell. 
rogynous Gods. 
$ H. J. Hardwicke, M.D. F. R. O. S. 
Is Agnostioism S und...... . Paul Carus. 
* Ig Agnosticism Souad?” : 
Saladin (W. Stewart Rosa). 
The Poems of Joseph Eilis......Mirabeau Brown. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism., 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, ` 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 


Creation. 
Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp. 75 Cents. 


WW This book was suppressed by the first Amer» 
ican publisher. gm 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


GEN TS aus 100 PER CENT. profit on my Corsets, Belts, 
Brushes, Curlers and Medicines. Samples 
FREE. Write now. Dr. Bridgman, 375 Broadway, N. Y, 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 


lyzed,” “ The Real Blasphemers,” " Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ‘ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—[The American Idea. g 


Cloth, 12mo, $1, 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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| Truth Neeker Tracts. 


NoTE.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you ean for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of publie assembly, 
etc. Toallow much to be dene in this way with 


alittle money the following discounts are made. | 


On one dollar's worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers, The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton's Letter. Bennett. 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. . Underwood. 
35 Moving the Ark. Bennett. 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
88 Christianity not a Moral X. Y.Z....... 
89 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam. esse 
43 Christianity & Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race., 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett. 
58 Prophecies. Underwood . 
62 The Jews and their God.. . . 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers........... 
64 Ills we Endure—Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2. 
70 Vicarious Atonement. J. S. Lyon... 
41 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman....... 
73 Foundations John Syphers . 
74 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett. 
75 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett... 
76 Reply to E. F. Brown. Bennett. 
11 The Fear of Death, D. M. Bennett. 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A. G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps.......... 
89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson... 
90 Biblo- Mania. Otto Cordates 


94 The New Raven. Will Cooper...., 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers. . .. . 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell... 
98 Snalces. Mrs. E. D. Slenker . ee 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday... . 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell. 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro. 
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207 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown. 
110 Invocation to the Universe. W Bennett. 
111 Reply to Scientific Americas, Bennett. 
112 Sensible Sermon. Rev. M. J. Sa vage. 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett. . . . 
214 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
218 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett. 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett. 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston. - 
119 The New Faith. Stoddard. . . .. 
120 The New Age. W. 8 Bell... . 10 


122 World's Great Religions. Bennett... . . . . 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and ‘ Ob- 
server. eene ess LO 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett... — 10 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann. . . 2 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
derwoodE . . :. — . . . . 10 
180 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford. 
134 Talks with the Evangelists............ 
187 Christian Love. C. L. James. 
138 Science of the Bible. John Jasper. 
140 Astro-Theology . . 
341 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher. .. . . 
142 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon... 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins 
148 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus... ...... 
149 Age of Bhams. ............ . e: , 
145 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakeman . . . . . 
151 What is the Bible? M. W. H. 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway... 
155 Co-operation Society's Redeemer... . 
156 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley . . 
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159 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting...... 
260 Sabbath Observance. Coleman. 
161 Protestant Persecutions . 
162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Stree 

Jail. Bennett. . . . . 
164 Bible Impeached. Chapman. . 
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e SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 

1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Els- 
burg, M. D . —— . 2 . 6 ꝗ 
2 Evolution: Homoge-eous to Heteroge- 
NEOUS. Underwood. . . . . . 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin.......... 
5 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 
1 Death. Frederie R. Marvin, M.D. 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate. . 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 10 

20 The Evolution Z";jeory—Huxley'8 Three 
Lectures. ——ͤ—ͤ—ͥm ——u«ðꝛ —ỹ——2̃ů 2 Uſñ ses LO 
11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 16 

12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. 8. Brigham, M. D ... . . 5 

48 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Orumb for the 
Modern Symposium... ... . . . . . . . . 10 


See note at head of column. — ^ 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
THE WORLD. 


Published every Saturday, at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
28 Lafayette Place, 


E. M. MACDONALD, EDHOR.  .. $ 


NEW YORK CITY. 


O. P. SOMERBY, BUSINESS MANAGER, 


DURING THE YEAR 189) THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Will Print the Most Varied and Entertaining Selection of Original 
Papers of any Libera! Journal. 


Among those who have written and will write for its columns are these eminent men and 
women known all over the world as advocates of Liberty: 


COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 

R. B. WESTBROOK, A. M. 

PARKER PILLSBURY. 

JOHN E. REMSBURG. 

CHARLES WATTS. 

ROBERT C. ADAMS. 

J. H. BURNHAM. 

JOHN PECK. 

THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, 
H. O. PENTECOST. 


HELEN H. GARDENER. 
ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

L. K. WASHBURN. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS. 
LUCY N. COLMAN. 
FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND. 
JULIET H. SEVERANOE. 
MATTIE P. KREKEL. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 

SUSAN H. WIXON. 


And many others. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER also reprints from reviews and magazines the latest papers of 
such eminent writers as CHARLES BRADLAUGH, PROFESSOR HUXLEY, FREDERIC 
HARRISON, and other English Liberal writers? - 

The Editor of THE TRUTH SEEKER'S “Children’s Corner,” MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
has been elected senior member of the School Board of Fall River, Mass. 


The Truth Seeker Gives all the News of Freethought, and is Always on Guard 
Against the Eneroachments of Eeclesiasties upon tue People's Liberties, 


Sf you have any Ideas or Reforms calculated to benefit humanity write to THE TRUTH | 


: SEEKER (sending your subscription) and let the world know of them. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
publishes each week more letters from the people than any other paper in the world. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the 


defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institu- 


tions, and the Preservation of the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests, 
&nd the maintenance of human rights. Tt advocates the abolition of all laws based on religion 
or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromisingly 
opposed to anything tending toward a union of church, and state, either in name or in fact. 


Send $3 for a Year's Subscription, or $1 for Four Months’ Trial. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 LAFAYETTE PLAOE, NEW TORX. 


INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS, 


By G. W. FOOTE. 


“IDLE TALES OF DYING 
HORRORS.” 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Contains a Sketch of the Life and Death of 
Bruno, Buckle, Comte, Helvetius, Hugo, Hume. 
Owen, Paine, Strauss, Volney, Voltaire, and 
nearly ninety other prominent Freethinkers. 


Paper. Price, 25 cents. Address this office, — 


Science in Plain Language, 


I. EVOLUTION, Antiquity, BAOTERIA, ETO. By 
William Durham, F. R. S E. 


II. ASTRONOMY, Sux. Moon, Stars, ETO. By Will- 
iam Durham, F.R S. E. 


These handy series of volumes on science—of 
which the above worke form the first two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply a popular need. 

The price of each is 50 cents in cloth. 

address THR TROTA SREKER NN 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


My Medical Discovery seldom takes hold 
of two people alike! Why? Because no 
two people have ihe sume weak 
Spot. Beginning at the stomach it goes 
searching through the body for any hidden 
humor. Nine times out of ten, inward 
humor makes the weak spot. Perhaps 
it’s only a little sediment left on a nerve or in 
a gland; the Medical Discovery slides it 
right along, and you find quick happiness 
from the first bottle. Perhaps it’s a big sedi- 
ment or open sore, well settled somewhere, 
ready to fight. The Medical Discovery 
begins the. fight, and you think it pretty 
hard, but soon you thank me ‘for making 
something that has reached your weak spot. 
Write me if you want to know more about it. 


The Candle From Under the 
Bushel 


„Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And fo: the Consideration of Others. 


Instructive, Interesting, and Lauyhable. 


By ‘WILLIAM HART. 
Price, T =- >» 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WETTSTEIN’S 


WORLD-RENOWNED WATCHES, 


Best grades American Stem-winders : In silver- 
ine cases: 7 jewels, $7.50; 9 jewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9; 
15 jewels, $10; do. adjusted, $16. In 8 ounce coin 
silver cases, $3.50 more; 4 ounce, $4.50, and 5 
ounce, $6 more. In best filled gold Cages, open 
face, dust proof, 7 jewels, $16; 9 jewels, $16 50; 11 
jewels, $17 50; 15 jewels, $18.50; do. adjusted, 
$94.50. Hunting, $22; $2250; $23; $24; $80. 
Ladies’, same quality, 7 jewels, $17; 11 1 115 
518 50; 15 jewels, 5 5. 14 karat solid gold, $10 
more. The famous, 


New Model otto Wettsteln Watch, 


16 jewels and all modern improvements, $3 
more than above adjusted watches. No watch 
in the world competes with it. Finer watches up 
to $200. ll such prepaid, guaranteed 1 dien and 
cash refunded if not satisfactory. All filled gold 
Gases Warranted by manufacturers 20 years. 
Beware of New York Worid's 10 karat and spurious 
cases, Watches cleaned, dest work, $1; spritigs, 
$1, etc., and returned free. 


FSTABLISHED 1857. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, W, 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
GENTS WANTED Sic SAMPLE FREE yey 
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AT THINE OWN HOME. 

Send 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
specialist, for his Private Counselor"—& Valua- 
ble book for young and middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from & Tife-wasting Disease, &s the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 


maturer years. It sets forth an External Appli- t 


cation—A POSITIVE CURE, as it matters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times jts cons . oe rd 
those seeking a speedy an 2 . » 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment, 


A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 

press. He has many testimonials to the value of 

his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves Patronage.—Fresthought, 


Liberal BPlestings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these soc. 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


-On 
The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street, Lect- 
uresand discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
Bta Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 


everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7.30. Lecturer, debates, and discus- 
sions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 
ident, Henny BInD; Secretary, Coma BELLE 
LAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 8 P.M., ever. 

Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat- 

form free. Charles Monholland, secretary, 248 

Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall; Broad ar d 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atoheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. rienda of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGETON, Beo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 
Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun. 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjecta. 
Subscriptions to Tam TRUTR BERKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Surry, Cor. Sez. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P. ., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 Wess Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. . 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall) Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
ball at 2:80 p.m. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DBAPER, Cor. Beo. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:80 P. M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Hooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J. F. MAcomkER, Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, Boc. 


Des Moines Secular Union 
Holds reguiar meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block. B. E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

BANELIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 


Society 
Meeter every Sunday evening at Union Sduare 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to all. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every. Sunday at 7:30 ».M. in the publio 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs, and geleot reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib-- 
uted free. Feanx Morse, Cor. Bec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles; Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Bundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr's 

Hall. Everybody invited, MRS. R. M. BERBA, 

Pres.: J. H. MoWrLLIAMS, Reo. Sec. 


The Walls Walla Lib ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Bec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 
Of Roeder, Wash. meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder gohool-house. 
Lecturer, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all, Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty" D. E. RICE. Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; UHARLES SREA, Beo. 


Seats free. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H, CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
Te Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 
Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at 
hig office. Price, 5) cents. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 


USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL Hymn-Boox contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It ig highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Farto Wright Green, Underwood: Mrs. 105 
and, indeed, by all who hav examin . Pri 

$6 conta Address THE Truru NEEKER OO. 
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Bews of the Werk. 


Mrs. Mary Ho coms, of Augusta, Minna., 
applying for a divorce, testified that her hus- 
band is a God-fearing man, and they used to 
hav devotional exercises out of a large family 
Bible. But after the exercises he would use 
the massiv book as a weapon to maul the 
entire family with. Judge Hicks granted 
the divorce. 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS|GODS AND RELIGIONS 


OF ENS 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 
Vol. I, Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 


AND REFORMERS.: 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 


Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thonght, Eminent Boien- 
tists, etc. (who were not Ohristians), - 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,07%5pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; mor., g. e., $4.50, 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


^" eluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin M: 
8vo, Bone vo 
igious 


Ghost, 
ary, and the Bible. 
II. Describes Fully all 
the Re Systems of the Worid. 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the, 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- ` 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TEE census quarrel 


continues. 


THE Conservativ or 
Catholic party gained 


the elections in Spain. 


GENERAL SHERMAN 
died on the 14th, of ery- 
sipelas, aged seventy-one. 


Betaium, Spain, Por- 
tugal, and Old Servia 
hav had popular upris- 
ings. 


James REDPATH died 
on the 10th, aged fifty- 
eight, from being run 
over by a street-car. 


Brazi and the United 
States hav concluded a 
reciprocity treaty by 
which they will admit 
certain articles free. 


CHURCH or ENGLAND 
dignitaries are alarmed 
at the increase of civil 
marriages, and will work 
for amendment of mar- 


, M, 


riage laws. 


Prorsssor HxNooH of 
the University of Berlin 


"has given Koch's lymph 
to twenty-two children, 
of whom only one im- 
proved, while several 
grew worse. 


Taux Catholic Univer- 
sity of America has 
failed to secure St. 
George Mivart, the oppo- 
nent of evolution before 
whom, Catholics say, 
“Darwin and Huxley 


— 


SOLOMON IS ANOINTED. 


And Zadoc the priest took a horn of oil out of the tabernacle, 
and all the people said, God save King Solomon. And all the people came up after him; and the 
pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth rent with the sound of them.—1 Kings i, 39, 40. 


(NAW 


and anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; 
people piped with 


Gens of Thought. 


WELCOME the beauty of independ- 
ence, departure, actions that rely on 
themselvs, 

The American contempt for statutes and 
ceremonies, the boundless impatience of 
restraint.— Walt Whitman. : 


THERE ig in the world at large an increasing 
inclination to stretch un- 
duly the powers of so- 
ciety over the individual, 
both by the force of opin- 
ion and even by that of 
legislation; and as the 
tendency of all the 
changes taking place in 
the world is to strengthen 
society, and diminish the 
power of the individual, 
this encroachment is not 
one of the evils which 
tend spontaneously to 
disappear, but on the 
contrary to grow more 
and more formidable.— 
Mill. 


| 


Urmrrx teaches that 
the general happiness is 
to be the aim of the in- 
dividual.— Annie Besant. 


Tuz standard of Util- 
itarianism is not the 
agent’s own individual 
happiness, but the great- 
est amount of happiness 
altogether.— Mil. 


THE current religion is 
indirectly adverse to 
morals because it is ad- 
verse to the freedom of 
the intellect. But it also 
directly adverse to morals 
by inventing spurious 
and bastard virtues.— 
Winwood Reade. 


IT is hurtful for people 
to imagin that they can 
please God by any cere- 
mony whatever. If there 
is any God, there is only 


recoiled.” 


Two clergymen of the Swedish state church ' 
hav introduced in the Swedish parliament a 
bill to allow persons to leave the state church 
without entering another. 


Tux Missouri Pacific, Southern Pacific, am4 
Atchison railways may unite, under Gould 
and others, aggregating 35,354 miles of road, 
or One-fifth of all in the Union. 


Burnos Ayres will erect a statue to Colum- 
bus, and the pope has addressed that city on 
the sul leet, failing, however, to mention the 
opposition of his church to that discoverer. 


To protect the Greek Catholic church of 
Russia from proselyting by Mennonites, mem- 
bers of the latter sect hav been forbid to keep 
mills, inns, or any like places which they can 
use for propaganda. : . 


Henry STRAGER, a rich farmer near Flat- 
woods, Pa., says the Lord appeared to him 
a few days ago and commanded him to sell 
all he had and giv to the poor. He is dispos- 
ing of his property at very low prices. 


Tux pope has got up gold medals for the 
surviving Papal Zouaves who in 1870 de- 
fended Rome and the papal power against the 
forces of the cause of Italian nationality. 
There are a dozen in New York, nearly all of 
Irish nativity. 


On the increase of Catholics in Australia 
from 450,000 in 1876 to 750,000, a leading 
member of their faith remarks: If our holy 
religion continues to augment thus for thirty 
years half the population of the Southern 
continent will be Catholic." 


Ir is said that the Columbian Exposition 
will be attended with many pecuniary diffi- 
culties and in the end prove a financial fail- 
ure, and that Chicago cannot even raise 
money to erect the buildings. Chicagoans, 
however, take an opposit view. 


A SENSATION is being created in North 
Caroling by Alex. McCallum, a negro 
preacher. He seems to hav a memory as re- 
markable as Blind Tom’s faculty for music. 
He can, it is said, repeat any part of the 
Bible, or the whole bock, word for word. 
Nine years ago he declared on coming out of 
a trance at a camp- meeting that this power 
had been given him by inspiration. Preach- 
erg censured him, saying that he was pos- 
sessed by devils. 


Tae ante. mortem statement of Lotta 
Townsend, of Fishkill, N. Y., whom Rev. 
Harry George seduced and then led to 
undergo aborticide, sets forth that he entered 
her room and knelt by her bed in prayer, and 
after calling on the Lord to help him in his 
domestic troubles, dishonored her. Stories 
of theft and suspected arson in the past life 
of the preacher now come out. He has 
always been aggressiv in missionary work 
against the unbelieving and impenitent, and 
has held high charges. 


I$ THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD?) Liberty in Literature 


.A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


“ The shame ttself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 


— 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity ? 
BY GEORGE JAOOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New Yo 


By ROBT, G. INGERSOLL, 
Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
‘Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
lished at this office. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’smagnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Ohristian 
churches and Young Men’s 
Ohristian Associa- 

ion. 


Pub- 


By Riog. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


GENTS make 100 PER CENT, profit, on my Corsets, 
Belts, Brushes, Curlers and novelties. Samples 
FREE. Write now. Dr. Bridgman, 373 Broadway. N. v. 


one way to please him, 
and that is, by a consci- 
entious discharge of your obligations to your 
fellow. men.—77gersoll. f 


Susmission to injustice is a vice instead of 
a virtue, and he who thinks it a merit to 
signalize his unworldliness by failing to as- 
sert his own rights encourages oppression 
and fraud and endangers the rights of his 
honest fellow-men.—Prof. Felix Oswald. 


Tux insolence of the aggressor is usually 
přoportioned to the tameness of the sufferer. 


— . 


In Protestant Eufbpe, Canada, and the 
United States the whole Mosaic cosmogony, 
with its flat-earth theory, creation of man, 
etc., as taught in Genesis, has been destroyed 
by Copernicus, Newton, Laplace, and Dar- 
win; slavery has been abolished; witches 
are no longer burnt at the stake; polygam 
is discontinued; and human sacrifice, adul. 
tery, murder, rapin, theft, and personal as. 
saults are no longer justified. Hence the 
people of these countries ought not to be 
called Christians, but skeptics. —Dr. Hard. 
wicke. 


Tue general doctrins of Christianity hav 
undergone many changes, and in some cases 
and among some sects little except the name 
survives.—Arthur B. Moss. 


2 2 2 
To the World's Columbian Exposition Commission: 
Learning that there is an organized movement among the more conservative church people—manipulated by a 
* Sabbath organization to induce your honorable body to close on Sundays the World's Fair, to be held in 1893 in 
Chicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the public on 


each Sunday of its continuance. 


We ask this for the following reasons: 


l. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. ; 

2. That public morality may be subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 
resort when no moral amusements are available. : i 

3. As a matter of justice also to the people of Ohicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible, 
tens of thousands of whom ean visit the F'air only on a general holiday ; and as & matter of justice also to the visitors to 
the Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are entitled to great consideration at your hands. 

4. For the publie good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 
do so; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. This is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 

5. It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 


receipts. 


6. To the objection that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 


would be exactly the opposite. 


The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the more noble and varied in 


its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change its character, the less danger there is that employers 
will ever have the power to transfer it from its present position to the days of toil. With choice of Sunday occupation 
restricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. f 

T. Finally: Opening the World’s Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 
benefit the Fair itself, the people of Chicago, and the visitors to the Fair, thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 
individual education, public morality, and the development and good of the whole country. 
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Gaoles and Glipgings. 


THE cow-punchers of Oregon are swearing 
vehemently because a bill has been introduced 
in the legislature of the state to prohibit pro- 
fane language. l 

Says Colonel Ingersoll in an interview in 
the Minneapolis Journal: There are a lot 
of men in this world who think they are 
d——d important. But they aren't.“ 


AT the Baltimore Baptist conference it was 
admitted by Rev. A. Rowland that as long 
as the Bible remains in the public schools 
the Catholics will hav just cause for com 
plaint. 

WX. Hvanzs, of New York, on receiving 
sentence for procuring fraudulent divorces 
addressed the court thus: Our Lord and 
savior has promised that though our sins be 
as scarlet they shall be made whiter than 
snow.” l 

A ooRRESPONDENT Of Our Day, writing of 
Pennsylvania, says: In no other state hav 
I found 80 many post- offices that do not open 
on the Sabbath.” Then in no other state, 
adds the American Sentinel, has he found 80 
many postmasters violating the law which 
provides that post-offices shall be opened a 
portion of every day. 


Tug Bennett law repeal measure was 
signed by Governor Peck, of Wisconsin, on 
the 5th inst., in the presence of a number of 
leading men of the state. A brand-new 
gold pen, and green ink, were used. The 
pen has been placed in the vaults of the ex. 
ecutiv mansion, there to be kept for all time 
88 a souvenir of the event. 


A BIT OF HISTORY IRELAND SOL 
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Coxazzss has gained a valuable addition in 
the person of Rev. Jas. Kyle, Senator from 
South Dakota, who in a speech on the last 
Fourth of July said: Our nation cannot be 
divorced from religion. It is incorporated 
into all her institutions. It was an honor to 
the founder of the Christian religion that he 
demanded entire obedience to the powers 
that be." ; 


*IxDISOREET financiering” is the name 
given to the fault which resulted in the re- 
moval from his office and ministry of a bishop 
of the United Brethren in Kansas. Several 
able clergymen hav seriously impaired their 
usefulness and compromised their character 
by notorious conduct in money matters that 
is charitably indicated by the words ‘‘ indis- 
creet financiering."— Observer. 


TE pope will shortly issue an encyclical 
dealing with the Socialist upheaval and with 
its relations to Catholic Christendom. We 
are told that the pope’s purpose is to break 
the union which now exists upon the conti- 
nent between Socialism and Atheism, and to 
recall workingmen to the fold of the great 
Communist, whose views of wealth and of its 
proper distribution are set forth by the evan- 
gelists. i 

A DEPAaTOH from Philadelphia, February 
16 h, says: The state supreme court to-day 
affirmed the decision of the court of quarter 
sessions in the case of the commonwealth vs, 
Waldman, and thus upheld the law against 
barbers shaving on Sunday. Waldman had 
been fined by a magistrate and he appealed 
from the decision. The court intimated that 
while shaving on Sunday might be a necessity 
they had nothing to do but to interpret the 
law a8 they found it. 


D TO HENRY 


eei aw 


Lz 
— 


= L— Conmlinnerts 


II. 


A BILL has been introduced into the Con- 
necticut legislature, providing that every 
person who shall keep open any warehouse, 
or manufacturing or mechanical establish- 
ment, or any commercial establishment, other 
than a drug store, or engage in any public 
sport, on Sunday, between sunrise and sun- 
set, shall be fined not more than $4, nor 
less than. $1. The bill was referred to the 
committee on judiciary. 


Twenty converts to a Block Island, R. I., 
church were being baptized through a hole 
cut in the ice, when a well-known Newport 
lady, who was visiting the island, and who 
chanced to witness the ceremony, wanted to 
stop thebaptism. She became quite excited, 
declaring that the converts would become the 
victims of pneumonia and die. She was in- 
formed that it was the ancient custom of the 
island and of the Baptist church, and that it 
made no difference how the mercury stood, 
the baptism a!ways occurred when arranged 
for. 


Cor. Roster G. IsaERsOLL has returned 
from his Western excursion, and explained 
the report sent from Minneapolis that be was 
to meet Ignatius Donnelly in joint debate, 
Donnelly to defend hís Baconian cryptogram 
and the colonel to uphold the Shaksperean 
end of the controversy. ''I was asked to 
meet Mr. Donnelly," said the colonel, **and 
debate this question, and I declined. I did 
80 because Mr. Donnelly claims that he has 
discovered & cipher tor Bhakspere. Well, 
it is his duty to estsblish the truth of his 
cipher or theory, and not to precipitate a 
debate on it. I am in the world for facts and 
not for theories.” 


a tS GS the Es i 0 
OF ENGLAND BY POPE ADRIAN IV. 


AROBBISHOP Janssen, Of the diocese em- 
bracing New Orleans, has issued a pastoral - 
letter speaking thus of secret societies: 
* Some of these secret societies bear 8 close 
resemblance to the sect of the Masons; they 
claim a chaplain, who, without authority, 
ministers to the living and to the dead; they 
use rites and ceremonies which many con- 
sider a good enough substitute for religion; 
they prescribe oaths by which members ab- 
dicate their liberty and promis to obey all 
orders that may be given them from a su- 
preme, a grand, or other lodge, and the 
members invoke upon themeelvs all the 
anguish and torments possible for men to suf- 
fer if they fail in their obligations. Again, 
these societies are generally ( fficeied by men 
who belong tothe Masons. Daily experience 
abundantly teaches that these secret and 
dangerous societies root up faith in positiv 
religion; they lead men to belittle the teach- 
ings of Christianity and to abandon the prac- 
tice of their religious duties. As a rule, 
Catholics, when joining these societies, soon 
cease to hear mass on Sundays, cease to fre- 
quent the sacraments, and the spirit of evil 
infatuation takes such a hold on some that 
they would prefer leaving the church to God 
rather than to giv up such dangerous associ- 
ations. In the confessional penitents should 
be urged to leave such societies. At the fu- 
neral of a member of such a society no rites 
or ceremonies peculiar to the society can be 
tolerated, and the priest is forbidden to at- 
tend the funeral whenever such ceremonies 
hav been performed before or are to be per- 
formed after the services of thechurch. The 
clergy are also forbidden to officiate whenever 
any of these societies attend the funeral in 


regalia." 
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Is the Genealogy of Christ a True Record? 

If Christ was celestially begotten, then why hav 
the gospel writers of the books of Matthew and 
Luke given us Joseph’s pedigree, if they did not sup- 
pose that he was the father of Christ? For if Christ 
was noi a son of Joseph, and had no natural father, 
he could not be a natural descendant from Joseph's 
ancestors, consequently he could not be of the line- 
age of David or of the tribe of Juda, especially if his 
mother was of the tribe of Levi, and his only earthly 
parent, and her name is not on either of the genea- 
logical lists. But suppose he was the son of Joseph 
and a descendant from David, if so, what then be- 
comes of his divinity? 

Notwithstanding how these two writers hav each 
of them picked out the names which are inserted in 
the two different lists, they are nevertheless er- 
roneous and untrue beyond all dispute. They con- 
tradict each other in every particular, which is an 
absolute proof of falsehood. 

In the book of Matthew, chapter i, we hav on the list 
but twenty-seven names from David to Joseph ; how- 
ever, in that distance of time it would more likely 
amount to nearly twice that number. This writer has 
selected the names of the kings of Juda, except some 
left out by mistake, for in his list he says that 
Joram begat Ozia. But we are informed in several 
places in the Old Testament that Joram was dead 
and buried about sixty-one years before Ozia was born, 
and that Amazia was his father. So in that space of 
time between Joram and Ozia, the names of three 
successiv generations are left out of the genealogical 
list, besides others here and there omitted. 

But it is no more difficult for a priest-ridden Ohris- 
tian to believe that Ozia was born sixty-one years 
after his father’s death, than to believe a man could 
hav been born of two mothers, or that a man could 
build a city after he had been dead ten years, and 
that & man was born two years previous to the birth 
of hia father, besides a great number of other ab- 
surd stories too numerous to mention. Yet the priest 
makes his dupes believe that God is the author of 
such nonsense. Why are the priests so terribly op- 
posed to Bible investigation unless they are afraid 
of being detected in their skilful deception, and fear 
their income diminished? 

However, we must. consider that the book of 

Matthew was nob written until more than one hun- 
dred and fifty years after the time Joseph is supposed 
io hav lived, and then some parts were translated 
from Joseph's dreams, and of course almost anyone 
knows how easy it is to giv a true account of what an- 
other man dreams, especially since so long a time had 
passed after Joseph, Ohrist, and all the apostles were 
dead. So it is no wonder if the book of Matthew is 
not in conformity to truth. 
. We will now see how Luke sgrees with Matthew 
in regard to Joseph's genealogy, and then compare 
the two accounts together. Maybe the writer of 
Luke can be better relied upon, bevause his narrativs 
are not founded upon dreams. However, should 
anyone doubt his word, then as for proof read the 
three first verses of his gospel, where it will be seen 
that his moliv was to write a biography of Ohrist, 
not that he was an eye-witness, so that he could know 
anything about the character of Ohrist, and not that 
he was inspired to write it, but because be himself 
and many others believed the tales which were then 
in circulation. Such is the evidence given by the 
writer himself, yet it is about as good as that of a 
dream. Most likely the four gospels originated 
nearly in the same way, though they are now said to 
be the word of God. 

In the first chapter of his book we are informed 
that a girl got to fooling with a ghost and brought 
a boy into the family. It is fortunate for the clergy 
that it did noi turn out to be a girl, as it has 
proved very profitable to them. 

Now, since the book of Luke is introduced with 
such assurance of its reliability, we will now see how 
accurately it is in harmony with that of Matthew in 
respect to Christ's or his father’s pedigree. 

Luke has on his list the names which from 
Joseph to David make forty-two generations, while 
Matthew has but twenty-seven names from Joseph 
to David on his list; besides, there are only two 
ee of Joseph and David that are alike in the two 
ists. 

Now, since these two writers so much disagree that 
they did not even sgree upon who was the father of 
Joseph, how then can it be expected that they could 
know anything about the more remote ancestors, 
especially if they believed that Christ did not hav 
any ancestors in this world, and that he was of the 
same age as bis father, and much older than his 
mother? However, that could be no reason for mak- 
ing such absolute contradictiv record of Joseph’s 
pedigree, had they known their business. No doubt 
when these two pedigree-compilers first got the idea 
into their heads, there had so long a period of time 
passed away that all traces of Joseph’s pedigree 
were lost, which in some degree may account for the 
errors in their registers. 


Nevertheless it seems very strange that these two 


writers tell us that Christ was the son of God, 


begotten. by a ghost, and yet they hav given us his 
genealogy through Joseph. If they did not believe 
that Joseph was his father, and again if they believed 
that Obrist had no earthly father, why did they not 
giv us his mothers genealogy instead of that of 
Joseph? However, since they hav made such blun- 
ders of Joseph's genealogy, can we suppose they bad 
any better knowledge of her descent ? 


Such is the harmony between the writers of the 


books of. Matthew and Luke as represented in the 
commencement of their history of Jesus Christ; and 
now since we are convinced of their falsehood, and 
that they in the very beginning of their enterprise 
hav given us such glaring absurdities and contradic- 
tions as hardly can be.found in any story upon record, 
if they cannot be believed in the very first thing 
they say, how can we believe what they hav said 
afterward? And since they hav lied about Christ 
in their account of his natural state, how then can we 
expect they could tell the truth about his heavenly 
mission, of which they could know nothing at all by 
any means? And according to their own testimony 
they knew no more about his earthly mission than 
what they had obtained from tales and doubtful re- 
ports, besides the fabrications invented by designing 
priests. 

Now after you hav read this article in a critical 
manner, and also hav carefully read the four gospels, 
and can still firmly believe all that is there said and 
promised, then your faith must be as strong as any 
mustard seed ever produced, if not a trifle stronger, 
and if your faith is up to the standard pitch you are 
entitled to the miraculous power as promised in the 
gospels, and that is simply for you to believe that 
you can perform anything whatever (you really know 
to be absolutely impossible, for that which is possi- 
ble for man to dois no miracle). However, if you are 
unable to remove mountains, or stand a full dose of 
poison, and cure all manner of diseases, then you are 
either not a true believer or else the promises are 
totally worthless. Take it either way you like. 

Omaha, Neb. l A. Jacoksox. 

i U— : 
The Cause in Washington. 


. The annual meeting and election of officers of the 
Washington Secular Union will be held at G. A. R. 
Hall, Hinckley Block, corner of Second and Oolum- 
bia streets, Seattle, on Sunday, Feb. 22, 1891. 

Morning session at 10 o’clock—music; address 
of welcome; reports of secretary, treasurer, and 
board of directors, giving account of what has been 
accomplished by the organization during the past 
year; short speeches by delegates and members on 
“The best methods of effecting ‘our sims and ob- 
jects.’ " 

Afternoon session at 2 o’clock—eslection of officers; 
address by Mrs. F. O. Reynolds ; five-minute speeches 
by delegates and members on “ Ways and means.” 

Evening at 7:30—music; recitations by little 
Stella Langdon; lecture by Rev. H. Hangurud, the 
fearless and eloquent exponent of Freethought, sub- 
ject, “ The Lives of Great Thinkers, and the Trest- 
ment They Hav Received at the Hands of the 
Church.“ 

The Washington Secular Union, despite many ob- 
stacles and discouragements, has done much good 
and effectiv work. The organization is an established 
fact, and its influence recognized and respected by 
press and politicians. 

The Washington Secular Union is practical, ag- 
gressiv, sails under no false colors. It is an avowed 
organization of Infidels. While respecting the opin- 
ions and sentiments of all individuals, “it regards 
the Christian church as our organized enemy, and 
that it is through its teachings that the evils we are 
working to abolish hav been established. Emanci- 
pate the mind from religious superstition, and the 
entire Secular battle is won.” 

The general object of the Union is to prevent the 
union of church and state, to the end that equal 
rights may be established, protected, and perpetu- 
ated ; and as a means to accomplish this general ob- 
ject the specific objects of the Washington Secular 
Union will be to continue to urge the adoption of 
such measures as are necessary to effect the complete 
Secularization of the government in all its depart- 
ments, and secure to all the full liberty of their opin- 
ions on the subject of religion, whatever they 
may be, without molestation, disability, or depriva- 
tion of any political or civil rights; to advocate 
the taxation of church property; the total dis- 
continuance of religious instruction and worship 
in the public schools; the repeal of all laws en- 
forcing the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath ; 
the cessation of all appropriations of public funda 
for religious institutions or purposes of any kind; 
the abolition of state-paid chaplaincies; the substi- 
tution of simple affirmation under the pains and pen- 
alties of perjury for the judicial oath; the non- 
appointment of religious fasts, festivals, and holidays 
by public suthority; and the practical establish. 
ment of simple morality and intelligence es the 
basis of purely secular government; and to make 


the organization œ real benefit and protection 

io every one of its members in every part 

of the state, so that in ease of religious persecution - 
or wrong, injury, or injustice done to any member of 

this organization on account of opinions held or ex- 

pressed on the subject of religion, or for refusal to 

conform to any religious rite or ceremony, the whole 

force and power of the united Liberals of the entire 

state shall be brought to bear in defending, gecur- 

ing, and maintaining his or her legal rights. The 

Washington Secular Union insists that contributors 

to its funds hav the sole right of decision as to how 

such funds shall be expended ; and that the opinions 

of its members expressed in convention overrule sll 

wishes or opinions of the officers, who are the ser- 

vants, not dictators, of the members; and thas all 

resolutions and instructions of the conventions must 
be obeyed and carried out in good faith. Offisers 

who are dissatisfied or unwilling to obey instructions, 

always hav privilege to resign. 3 

Every Infidel in the state has a personal interest 
in the work of the Washington Secular Union. 
Church- members willingly giv of their means, and 
weeks of their time, to sid the cause of superstition. 
The Liberals of Washington, one and all, each and 
every one, are earnestly requested to attend the 
annual meeting to be held at Seattle, Feb. 22, 1891, 
one day for the cause. A large attendance at the 
morning session will hav great influence on press, 
public, and politicians, as well as upon our enemies. 
A small attendance will undo much that hag been 
accomplished, bring discouragement to the faithful, 
self-cacrificing workers, and render the enemy jubi- 
lant. Liberals of Washington, man and woman alike, 
you cannot afford to injure the cause by your ab- 
sence. Come and aid in the achievement of a glori- 
ous victory. 

I hav made two lecture trips to Victoria, B. C., 
under the auspicés of that most genial of Liberals, 
Wm. Jensen. ‘Victoria is the unrivaled queen city 
of British Columbia, the peerless gem of Vancouver 
island. It ig of a verity & most beautiful city, with 
superb scenery, magnificent park, delightsome drives, 
broad avenues and wide streets, stately mansions and 
cosy, picturesque dwelling-houses, aud in the lower 
or business section stately edifices devoted to trade. 
Her twenty-two thousand inhabitants evince all the 
persistent determination and atick-to-it-ivness of 
the Briton that has become from association im- 
bued with the push and energy of the American. 

Victoria carries on trade with the United States, 
Great Britain, Australia, China, Peru, Chili, Sand- 
wich islands, Japan, and Mexico, in coal, fish, hides, 
lumber, and furs. Among the leading resources of 
the town apart from its position as a government, 
social, and educational center and a manufacturing 
and commercial city, may be named the sealing in- 
terest, the fishing and Indian trade of the northwest 
coast, and the fur trade of the Hudson Bay Com- 


BLY. 
Esquimalt harbor affords the most perfect shelter. 
The anchorage is very large, and the approach can 
be made blindfold, so wide is the channel and so 
regular are the soundings. The government navy 
yard is located here, with a dry dock that cost $900,- 


000. - Last year twenty-two British and eight foreign 


sealing schooners brought to this port 35,310 skins, 
valued at $247,170. Nearly seventy thousand tour- 
ists visited the city last summer. And now, to crown 
her many attractions, our two courses of lectures 
were go well attended and aroused so much enthusi- 
asm that on my last evening with them I organized 
the Victoria Secular Union, with thirty-one names, 
with James Duck, late minister of finance for the 
Dominion, for president; Wm. Jensen for treasurer, 
and Mr. Hastings for secretary. The membership 
includes some of the most highly respected and in- 
fluential citizens of Victoria. Standing-room was at 
a premium at the lectures. It is conceded even by 
our opponents that the Opera House would be 
crowded if a lecture was snnounced there. The ex- 
ecutiv committes are engaged in securing a suitable 
hall for the society’s meetings, and propose to secure 
the services of our better half, Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, 
immediately after the Washington Secular Union's 
annual meeting. 

The Sunday fanatics sre at work there, and are 
getting signatures to petitions to the government to 
enforce rigid Sunday observance. I secured s for- 
midable list of names to a counter-petition, and was 
astonished on reading the heading of the petition 
prepared by our Liberal friends to find an extract 
from a proclamation of Queen Victoria to her sub- 
jects in 1858, in which the British queen puts to 
shame the goody-goody Sunday-school administra- 
tion of the free and independent United States: 
“Firmly relying ourselvs on the truths of Christianity 
and acknowledging with gratitude the solace of re- 
ligion, we disclaim alike the right and the desire to . 
impose our convictions on any of our subjects. We 
declare it to be our royal will and pleasure that none 
be in any wise favored, none molested, or disquieted, 
by reason of their religious faith or observance, but 
that all shall alike enjoy the equal and impartial pro- 
tection ‘of the law; and we do strictly charge and 
enjoin all those who may be in authority under us, 
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that they abstain from all interference with the re- 
ligious belief or worship of any of our subjects on 
' pain of our highest displeasure.” This is genuin 
Liberalism—no matter what the views or opinions 
of the powers that be, there is no desire to impose 
their convictions on others. It is to.be hoped that 
the Sunday fanatics of the United States will take 
pattern after her most Christian majesty and that 
they too will themselvs practice the Golden Rule 
and do as they would be done by. 
. May success attend the Victoria Secular Union. 
O. B. REYNOLDS. 
Lock Bom 5, Freemont, Wash. 
tO 


Recent Gems from the Religious Press. 


The Christian at Work, referring to the discus- 
sion now going on in many Protestant religious 
journals in regard to the doetrin of papal infallibility 
being repudiated by the Catholic church thirty-five 
years ago, whereas now it is accepted, says: 

As a rule, whatever the Roman church may be, it is nothing 
if not logical. The council was confronted by a dilemma. 
It must either make the infallibility dogma retroactiv or it 
must not. It decided wisely to fly in the face of its own 
history (although one of its own ecumenical councils had 
pronounced Pope Honorius a heretic), and held that all 
popes, past, present, and future, were, are, and will be in- 
fallible. i 

We cite the approval of the Christian at Work of 
this decision as an apt illustration of pious “ logie“ 
and clerical wisdom. The Catholic council were in 
the same position that the early Ohristians were 
when book after book was presented to be added to 
the “ word of God ” until finally they were all bunched 
together and canonized, and although for the most 
part they are mere copies of more ancient fabulous 
legends, yet the big, broad seal of the church 
stamps them with the monogram of a God “no fel- 
low can find out." i 

The. Christian at Work meant to say that it ad- 
mired the politics of the Roman church in claiming 
infallibility for “ali” the popes, just as the Christian 
politicians hav claimed a supernatural origin for all 
the books of the Bible. That's good politics—claim 
everything. 


The Christian Inquirer reproduces from the 
Arena extracts from an article entitled, “ The Rum 
Curse," in which is the following : 

Rum is criminalizing the poverty-stricken world. The 


great deadly shadow which rests so heavily over the teem- 
ing, seething, struggling millions is the despair of the philan- 
thropist. (7 i 

What are we doing with a “poverty-stricken 
world ?” 


Hav the crops failed? No. 


Is there not enough land to produce sufficient for 


the sustenance of all? Oh, yes, and to spare. 

Then the earth is rich with fruitage, and man is 
poverty-stricken and fast becoming criminalized by 
rum? 

“That is just about the size of it.” 

Curious anomaly, isn’t it? 

. And this too in an age of Christian civilization, 
with its home and foreign missions, its shouting 
evangelists, its towering steeples, its magnificent 
cathedrals, its infallible pope, its thousands of very 
reverend gentlemen who draw big crowds and large 
salaries, and after all to be “ a poverty-stricken world, 
criminalized by rum!” What does Christian civiliza- 
tion mean? i 

Must we find the answer in the condition of the 
“ seething, struggling millions” who find temporary 
oblivion from these horrible environments in rum? 

. That is the million-tongued answer—this is the 
“harvest of human souls” living under the benign 
‘“radiancy of the gospel.” Eighteen hundred and 
ninety-one years of Christianity, and what a spec- 
tacle ! 

Has Obristianity ever done anything for the gen- 
eral welfare of humanity ? 

Never. 

Our friend of the Arena is wrong. The clergy, 
lit by divine love,” could not exterminate intemper- 
‘ance. Nor can all the prohibitory laws that were 
ever framed eliminate the drunkard from this coun- 
try, nor abolish the sale of liquor, but if these effusiv 
Prohibitionists will stop battling an effect and attack 
the cause of intemperance, they will find it in the 
poverty of the millions. Abolish poverty by estab- 
lishing justice, open up the vacant land for idle 
hands to plow, let the labor market for once seek 
laborers and find them scarce—then will intemper- 
ance cease as & colossal evil and “ horrible examples ” 
become a rarity. 

The Christian Intelligencer takes Archdeacon 
Farrar to task for uttering these words, “ No one 
has ventured to push the metaphor ‘Abraham’s 
bosom’ into a tenth part of the extremes into which 
thousands hav pushed the equally metaphorical word 
‘ Gehenna.” Says the Intelligencer : 

We entirely dissent. Abraham’s bosom has universally 
been interpreted to mean a place of repose and honor and 
bliss, while Gehenna has justly been regarded asa place of 
penal suffering and final retribution, which is strictly correct. 


bock for stopping a bullet, and is not as good as holy 


It is a very sad thing to see men of Dr. Farrar's position 
seeking to evaporate its significance under the plea that it is 
a — It is the most certain and fearful of all reali- 

We sre, then, to accept both Abraham’s bosom 
and Gehenna as realities. I hav had the misfortune 
to know several Abrahams in my experience, and al- 
though I never rested on their malodorous shirt 
fronts, nor noticed any room there for the repose of 
quite a number of million of saints, yet, neverthe- 
less, these particular Abrahams kept a “ place" where 
property could * repose" at three per cent a month, 
and it is quite vivid in my recollections that, on my 
way thither, I could not’ possibly hav felt worse had 
I been going to Gehenna instead of to Abraham’s. 

Dr. Farrar wants to abolish both places, Abra- 
ham’s bosom and Gehenna. He has my sympathy. 
He probably knows Abraham as well as the rest of 
us, but why the Intelligencer should feel so “very 
sad about Gehenna’s being turned into a mythical 
metaphor, I can account for only on the general sup- 
position that it is the devil’s territory, and therefore 
under the loving care of our mother church. 


swallowed the whole Christian scheme at one fell gulp, 
including a creator bringing suffering and crucifixion 
upon himself, making a devil to combat himself and 
his creations, providing a hell for the reception of the 
devil’s victims, after digesting these things and pro- 
nouncing them good, a little matter like Elijah’s as- 
cension ean be taken ss a dessert and will assimilate 
in the stomach without trouble. 

It is a pitiful sight to see a man of Lyman Abbott's 
ability the humble apologist of the ancient night- 
mares of biblical history, but we believe he is evo- 
luting out of the role of an apologist, and will soon 
en into the effulgent sunlight of perfect mental 
iberty. 


The Christian Alliance in an editorial almost 
makes the blood chill in our veins by the recital of a 
Christian lady’s visit to a horse show and its terrible 
effect upon her. She was in doubt before she went 
as fo whether it was a proper place for a consecrated 
Christian to be seen, so she took a seat in ihe back 
row, not wishing to be observed by her worldly 
friends ; but she was soon seized with agonizing 
pains and had to leave the place, and the editor re- 
marks, God made her understand that it was no safe 
place for a child of his—and right here the editor 
makes the startling assertion that “there are places 
and there are places.” The reader will please bear 
this in mind. But he continues, God says, ‘I will 
make the places round my hill a blessing [he does 
not tell us where his hill is located], but there are 
other places which are pitched with the slime of the 
pit, blistered with its brimstone, it may be death to 
enter them“ He further adds, The writer would 
not dare to go to a worldly entertainment simply for 
pleasure, but only when he could save a soul; and 
Once. upon attempting to read Robert Ingersoll’s 
books he had such a shower of brimstone over his 
flesh and soul that he was glad to close the book 
and leave God to answer the unwholesome blasphe- 
mies.” 

This editor is too utterly good for this world. It 
isa pity that he had not lived in Elijah’s time; he 
might hav had a chance to steal a ride to heaven on 
that flaming chariot of fire. It is quite too bad to 
hav such saintly men die. They are a positiv help to 
sound philosophy as an exhibition of its living antith- 
esis. But we are surprised to hear that Ingersoll’s 
books hav been dipped in brimstone and shower it 
over their readers, and also that a horse show “is 
pitched with the slime of the pit." We advise Mr. 
Ingersoll to iock into this brimstone business; and 
as to the horse show, why, the board of health shall 
be notified. Wu. ALLEN SMITH. 

— . ⏑˖[wNü— 


Thoughts. 


The Freeman's Journal exults over the rather ex- 
traordinary address of Dr. Charles A. Briggs at his 
recent installation as professor of biblical theology 
in the Presbyterian Union Theological Seminary in 
this city. It quotes from the address the following: 
“Superstition is no less superstition if it takes the 
form of bibliolatry. It may be all the worse if it 
concentrates itself upon this one thing.” And also: 
“Another fault of Protestant theology is in its limita- 
tion of redemption to this world.” 

The Journal observes: 

Dr. Briggs inclines, perhaps unconsciously, to Catholic 
views in his repudiation of what he calls bibliolatry, the pe- 
culiar vice of Protestantism, and also to his adoption of an 
intermediate state between heaven and hell. f 

Heres a how-do-you-do, a theologie muddle, a 
Ostholie upholding a Presbyterian, and a Congrega- 
tionalist yelling at them both for their apostasy. 
The Independent is shocked at Dr. Briggs’s levity 
in making a joke at the expense of the Bible. “The 
Bible,” says Dr. Briggs, “is no better than a mass 


water. for putting outa fire.” This coming from a 
newly made professor of theology just entering upon 
his duties as a teacher of its indeterminate elasticity, 
is simply horrible, and we do not wonder that the 
Independent is convulsed with inward throes of 
pious horror at such a spectacle. Between reason 
and the Bible,” says this saintly paper, “we will 
take the Bible and the Westminster Confession of 
Faith, as a supernatural revelation from God; if this 
be ‘ bibliolatry,’ so be it.” Dr. Briggs has his choice 
the half-way house ’twixt heaven and hell, which the 
Catholic church offers, or a snap judgment at death, 
which settles the business. for us poor shivering 
wretches. Yet stay, there is a way out of his di- 
lemma. Instead of poking fun at parts of the Bible 
let him search and find it all a huge joke which hu- 
manity has long regarded in earnest. 


Ol publie opinion, 

Of a calm and cool fiat sooner or later (how im- 
passiv! how certain and final !), 

Of the president with psle face asking secretly to 
himself, What will the people say at last? 

Of the frivolous judge—of the corrupt congress- 
man, governor, m&yor—of such as these 
standing helpless and exposed, 

Of the mumbling and screaming priest (soon, goon 
deserted), 

Of the lessening year by year of venerableness, 
and of the dicta of officers, statutes, pulpits, 
schools, 

OI the rising forever taller and stronger and 
broader of the intuitions of men and 
women, and of self-esteem and personality; 

Of the true New World—of the democracies re- 
splendent enmasse, 

Of the conformity of politics, armies, navier, to 


The Christian Advocate publishes the fact of a 
Spiritual medium and his wife being sentenced to 
fifteen months’ imprisonment for swindling an old 
widower out of several thousand dollars on the plea 
that his dead wife wanted it to use in heaven. 

This is quite the proper thing to do, but why not 
imprison other swindlers who prey upon the credu- 
lity of mankind? Why is not the priest arrested 
who takes money from poor dupes for masses for the 
repose of the souls of the dead? He can be as easily 
convicted of fraud as the Spiritual mountebank. In 
fact, their cases are exactly analogous—one takes the 
money for the use of the dead, the other pays it for 
the repose of the dead. Both are incapable of prov- 
ing before a court of inquiry the slightest iota of 
truth in their promises to their victims. And, to go 
still further in the line of equity and fair play, why 
are not the dispensers of “salvation,” who are sup- 
ported by money from “ believers” in their Spiritual 
séances, made to stand up in & court of law and 
prove that they do save somebody from a locatable 
hell? If we are to imprison venders of one form of 
superstition, why not imprison the peddlers of all 
forms? Otherwise we protest against the prosecu- 
tion of the Spiritualistic frauds, and stamp their im- 
prisonment as an outrage upon the right of an indi- 
vidual to become a victim when it so pleases bim. 


them, 

Ok the shining sun by them—of the inherent light, 
greater than the rest, 

Of the envelopment of all by them, and the ef- 
fusion of all from them. 


— Walt Whitman. 
Facts. 


From the Freethinker's Magazine, 

Susan H. Wixon’s ‘Children’s Corner" in Tur TRUTH 
SggKeR is not only interesting to children, but to adults as 
well. Itadds very much to the value of that large, popular, 
well.known Freethought journal. 

“The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book," published by 
the Truth Seeker Company, is having a large sale. We 
would like to receive orders forit from many of our subscrib- 
ers. The price is $2. 

— — — — 

* Hz that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, 
and be that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 
xvi, 16). No teaching that I hav any knowledge 
of has been so productiv of evil as this. By 
making belief a virtue and unbelief a vice, it has 
been the mainspring of persecution for hundreds of 
years. It has strangled science and thwarted prog- 
ress. Obristians who unfeignedly believe in this 
doctrin persecute wherever they hav the power.— 
Arthur B. Moss. 


——— 
Sxxp for catalog of our. publications. Sent free 
on application. 


The Christian Union, in an article by Lyman 
Abbott, D.D., entitled, “Elijah Taken to Heaven,” 
says, “If anyone doubts or denies the truth of the 
story it is not worth while to argue it with him.” 

Of course not, for if the dissenter happened to be 
versed in Hebrew mythology or had read Goldzhier 
on that subject, he would know that this fable pro- 
ceeded directly from the heathen Ohinee, whose 
prophet Ushas ascended upward ina flaming red 
chariot as did Elijah—a clear case of downright pla- 
giarism from the heathen by the Hebrews. But Dr. 
Abbott proceeds, “ However incredible to the unbe- 
liever this account may be, it ought not to seem in- 
credible to the Christian.“ Of course not. Having 
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Open Letter to Mr. Westbrook—Unoflieial. 


Reading your letter in reply to Mr. Wakeman in 
Tue Truru Sxrxzs of February 21st, in which you try 
to make the worse appear the better reason, I feel im- 
pelled to enter the arena once more, for the purpose 
of showing both sides of the truth, or rather the 
whole truth. You hav confessedly attempted to vin- 
dicate yourself ** whoever may suffer from it,” and as 
you hav made me suffer by your reckless use of con- 
fidentia! letters I shail hav to hew to the line and let 
the chips fall where they may. You hav from the 
beginning of this discussion shown a willingness to 
disregard the opinions, feelings, and even rights of 
others, while yourself giving evidence of the posses- 
sion of an extremely tender hide that will not bear 
any irritation without intense reflex action, which, 
however, sometimes seems to be action without due 
reflection. You gradually crowded Mr. Oharles- 
worth into euch an unpleasant situation that he was 
goaded to speak out plainly. I hav heretofore been 
respec'ful, at least in print, both out of consideration 
for your seniority and for the peace and prosperity 
of the American Secular Uaion, but you hav mistaken 
my forbearance for timidity, aud hav tested the hick- 
ory quality of my patience too ^ar. 

Waen you informed me in your private for the 
present" letter of D.osmber 25 h that Mr. Watts 
was your dark horse for generai field Secretary, you 
blandly asked me to “write frankly,” and I hav done 
so, tempering my frankness according to the purpose 
and supposed destination of each letter. I hav 
written you three kinda of letters, and if they were 
not always properly labeled I depended on your 
jadgment to guide you to a legitimate use of them. 
Ot the first kind was my open (published) letter, 
proposing that surplus funds should be divided 
among several suitab e secretaries or field agents, etc. 
Tast letter Mc. Wakeman gave his assent to. I 
wrote you another kind of letter to present my views, 
indorsed by Me. Wakeman, to a board meeting when 
it was expected that one would be held when we 
could be present. Besides these, I wrote personal 
letters, some of which Me. Wakeman knew nothing 

of, and in one cf them I said: “I hav written more 
openly to you than I hav written or talked to anyone 
else, aud again, Me original intent was to invite a 
confab, not a contest" With that object in view my 
firat open letter did not expose any serious differ- 
ences in the board, and was a discussion of policies 
only, not mentioning persons or comparing quali 
fications. You began indulging in obj :ctionable per- 
sonalities, which I hav wished to avoid till now. I 
ihink it was very inconsiderate to Mr. Watts to hav 
broughi forward his name ab all, and to hav involved 
him in this unpleasantness, but since you hav been 
80 free to quote what I said as to his candidacy 
that served your purpose, being matter from a pri 
vate letter, I will bə more j ist with the contents of 
that letter, and quote from it a sentence that you 
preferred not to include in your otherwise free quo. 
tation. It is thia: “ Now as to Mr. Watts. I am 
free to say that I do not know of anyone more likely 
to fill the bill to the satisfaction of the officers of the 
American Secular Union. in the capacity of field 
secretary, but (:here are bute) let me ficat call your 
attention to the open letter inclosed herewith, which 
I propose to cffer to the Liberal papers for printing ; 
as containing my views in general on the field sec- 
retary question—views which hav naturally or spon- 
taneously eropped up since the meeting in Philadel- 
phia, and which would hav been offered in this way 
„without regard to Mr. Watts, or anyone else in par- 
ticular.” Tne above occurs in the letter in which 
you discovered other matter more suitable to your 
purpose of making things very uncomfortable for 
Mr. Wakeman and myself. If the letter was not 
marked cox fi lential, its style, and the fact that it was 
in response to your request to “ write frankly,” ought 


to hav saved it from publicity, but when you take 


such liber ies you might at leass play fair by quoting 
all that bears on tze question in dispute. 

` To help you to a fuil appreciation of the meaning 
of that sentence I must remind you that “ the officers 
of the American Secular Uaion include Wakeman 
and Foote as well as Westbrook and Co. A fair 
analysis of that and other letters about the same 
time will show that our protest was against putting 
Mr. Watts “to the front,” as I said, at a large salary 
and expenses that would certainly eat up all that we 
could collect above present expenses, In short, our 
protest was against your plan rather than your man. 
I opposed appoiatiug óne big man at a big salary, 
and selecting for that plan one whom I feared could 


not enlist sufficient support from old-time friends. | The difficulty now is to giv the president the ben- 


Mr. Wakeman distinctly said, in a letter which I first 
saw but lately in print, of Mr. Watte's appointment: 
* We hav been trying to feel our way to that result 
without unfairness to others,” meaning that he 
would like to hav him enlisted in the work on a fair 
basis with others. We hav not made any “strenuous 
opposition" to him ss @ secretary, but I hav opposed 
his appointment on your plan, st $2000 per year, 
and your haste to put him in the fieid the middle of 
February, saying, “I see no trouble about raising 
the money.” I doubted that the money could be 
raised, and not wishing to see the American Secular 
Uaion founder and leave Mr. Watts stranded, I was 
ready to do anything except resort to publie discus- 


‘sion of persons in order to block your plan, hoping 


that by a little delay you would learn (what you must 
now know) that many iz fluentis] Liberals would take 
my view of the matter, that you would see that I had 
sized it up aright, and that then we might find some 
other course for smooth sailing. 

I was anxious to bring methods up for discussion, 
but did not see the necessity for indulging in dis- 
agreeable personalities, nor could I till now. I dis- 
elaim all responsibility for what has happened in that 
line, and hold you responsible for it all. 

I hav, in perfect frankness that has offended you, 
but for your own enlightenment, written to you what 
I would hav said to your face—things that I do not 
yet find it necessary" to print. I much regret 
that you thought it necessary to vindicate. yourself 
at the expense of others, and, alas, without success. 

I supposed that some things might be properly 
written in private letters that would better not be said 
in letters to & board, that letters might be written for 
a board meeting that should not be printed openly, 
and I trusted that your age and experience had 
taught you the propriety of discriminating, but since 
you donned war psint and feathers you hav adopted 
the motio, “All is fair in war," and employed any 
weapon that would help you to hew down and walk 
over those in your path, and perhaps you hav been 
encouraged so to do by their disposition to let you 
play warrior alone. Even after you threatened to 
open your budget” against me. I wrote my second 
thought on American Secular Uuion plans, wholly 
void of offense, not that I fesred the venom of the 
arrows in your quiver, but to make for peace and 
some plan on which all might agree. I preferred to 
stop the quarreling and go to fighting for our prin- 
ciples. The matters in dispute ought to hav been 
settled without using the names of persons, at least 
in odious comparisons. As to j alousy, the diction- 
ary will show that its meaning is not limited to an 
implication of meanness, as you would hav it; but 
that one may be nobly j»alous of liberty, or properly 
jealous of any action tnat would be ui jist to bim- 
self or others. The workers for Secularism who hav 
earned some support from the contributors to the 
movement, who can afford to put up a certain (yet 
uncertair) amount per year, hav a right to object to 
any plan thst would divert a very large portion of a 
general fund to some one person. 

You hav written to me on postal cards, in anything 
but a private way, slurs about my personal friends 
that would not look pretty (for you) in print, but it 
was consideration for you, rather than for my friends, 
that has led me to hold them back. We bav already 
trespassed too much on the space of Liberal papers 
that might be devoted to better objects, but now 
that so much has come out I would not veto a full 
publication of all letters, being confident that they 
would prove what I started out to say, thet Mr. 
Wakeman and I hav only opposed giving the whole 
“delectable soup compound” to one worker, and 
that we hav not opposed giving anyone in particuler 
a generous “Iadleful” at the same time with others. 

As you seem to think that Mr. Wakeman's mind 
bas been guiding my hand, I olose by saying dis- 
tinctly that every letter has been prepared without 
previous consultation with him, and those that hav 
received his sanction were ty pe-written before he saw 
them. I hav not your convenient familiarity with 
the scriptures, but I do know something of the “new 
philosophy,” the scientific basis of Secularism— 
enough to say that one of its objets is to get the 
whole truth rather than any quibbiing or partial 
statement of it, and that it does not teach that it is 
fair to vindicate oneself at whatever cost to the feel- 
ings and rights of others. It teaches that altruism 
should dominate egoism, and that makes it a difficult 
philosophy for some folks with big heads to compre- 
hend. There seems to be pressing need for that 
coming book on morals. for Seculsrists. Pease ex- 
pedite it. Yours “frankly,” E. B. FoorE, Jr. 


— . — 
Wakeman on Westbrook. 


MR. Eprrox: De. Westbrook has put * the worst,” 
which I called for, in his last letter, and what does 
it amount to? I: confirms every word. I wrote, and 
proves that when he ssid that there had been stren- 
uous opposition” to Mr. Watts on my part, and I 
will now add, on the part of De. Foote, he was cff 
of the truth, and that his statement was the re- 
verse of the truth—unintentionally, of course.” 


2 


efit of the excusing word “ unintentionally.” 

For my letter of December 31 st was, as I said, a 
plain feeler toward the appointment of Mr. Watts on 
proper terms. Dr. Foote expressly told him that his 
otj .ction was not to the man but to the plan, and 
in the very letter of Dr. Foote from which the pres- 
ident quoted, these words, which he suppressed, 
stared him in the face: Now, as to Mr. Watts, I 
am free to say that I do not know anyone more likely 
to fill the bill to the satisfaction of the cfficera of the 
American Secular Union in the capacity of field sec- 
retary ; but (there are bużs), let me first call your 
attention to the open letter inclosed herewith.” 
And then Dr. Foote shows how to get the buts” 
out of the way, and I wrote for the same purpose. 
Now, how could the president, with ese words be- 
fore him, talk about our “ strenuous opposition " to 
Mr. Watts, and not see that he was not truthfully 
representing our position to the world! 

The impression given was that I was in personal 
opposition to Mr. Watts and the president, when, on 
the contrary, there was no “ strenuous” or other op- 
position to Mr. Watts, nor to his reasonable appoint- 
ment, nor to the president, but only to the pres- 
ident’s “ plan with Mr. Watts.” My motiv was, as I 
said, to feel the way to the appointment of Mr. 
Watts either with or without Mr. Charles wortb, but 
with justice to other Liberal lecturers and papers of 
the States I was willing, as my said letter shows, to 
put Mr. Watts on the most favored terms with any 
of them; and that certainly was not opposition to 
him or to his appointment. Dr. Foote, without any 
particular talk with me, took a similar view, as all his 
letters show. The forther desire was, as Dr. Foote 
wrote, and the president quotes, to prevent if pos- 
sible your [the president's} discomfiture and dis- 
credit as a leader.” To aid in this friendly desire 
Dr. Foote, it seems, privately and confidentially 
wrote to the president the past history of the League 
on this lecture businegs. I did not see those letters, 
for they were confidential, but the information was 
such as the president should know under the circum- 
stances. — i 

As things were, I agreed with Dr. Foote that it 
was unwise to ignore the wish of the congress, and 
the Liberal press, and our other lecturers, by the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Watts, or any other man on the 
pian proposed, and my said letter proposed another 
plan concisely expressed. i E 

The president could not be advised with; took 
every suggestion as a personal insult, “atrenuous 
opposition" to Mr. Watts, etc. The unfortunate re- 
sults are just those we predicted and advised against. 
The fact is, we had no interest nor motiv except to 
do the best for the Union and all concerned. But 
the president, instead of listening to the history of 
the Lesgue, went to reading his old Bible history, 
and imagined, without any reason whatever, that we 
were trying to knife him, and had put “a dagger 
under his fifth rib,” and that “his bowels had all 
gushed out,” etc. Now, if this is true, it is not our 
doings at all, but Ais own willful and frantic kari- 
kari, and there is no one in the world more willing 
or competent to lend him a hand or a truss than Dr. 
Foote. But the trouble is, evidently, not with his 
“bowels,” which were all right to last accounts (as 
his anxious friends may be glad to learn), but with 
his head. Dr. Foote has been trying to reduce that 
section to normal size and activity by hard facts and 
cooling advice. But with only partial suecess so far. 
He still seems to think that the Union is his private 
property; that we, as other members of the board, . 
hav no right to differ from him as to its affairs; that 
if we do, we are stabbing him or worrying him. 
Then, although a noted lawyer and divine, he seems 
to think I cannot mean what I say because I am a 
“lawyer.” Then, at intervals, he complains of my 
“strange course” at Portsmouth, which must be 
simply because I then helped to extricate the con- 
gress and himeelf from the almost fatal results of 
bis wilifulness. Then, he thinks I hav some terrible 
* new philosophy ;" well. it may be new to him, but 
it has been before the Liberals for a quarter of a 
century. It teaches that, although it is well to fed- 
erate in congress with those who are in favor of church 
taxation, yet that the main support of Secularism, 
political, or other, must come from its friends rather. 
tban its enemies, whose respect can be won by good 
fighting and nothing else. Then the president, be- 
fore he barely recovers from his fright at this “ new 
philosophy,” gets a scare at soup ladles. He seems 
to think that soup is a good thing, but that it won't 
do to dip it out, and so the whole bowl must go to 
Mr. Watts whether other workers get a drop or not. 

Yes, Dr. Foote, these and similar wild fancies and 
babblings show that the head is the trouble; never 
mind the trussand bowels—wean him from “Samuel.” 
Let him see that he occupies a representativ posi- 
tion, and that he must not mix up his personal feel- 
ings with it; that we, as members of that board, hav 
a right to be consulted, and to vote and suggest 
without incurring his rage or ridicule; that it is 
folly to sacrifice our Liberal friends to please our 
theological enemies; that personal antipathies hav 
no place in a representativ body, and that we hav to 
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look and act only for the best interests of the Union | or now and again he would check the figures in | 

aa its weg ip as you van um off his Bible | General“ Booth's accounts. With the exception 
and our theological enemies, recall to him these lines | of the last ere i 

of that old book, even if he forgets all the rest: gaid. bs Were happy. tioughit aid bapp ily 

Faithful are the wounds of a friend, When Dr. Hunter’s telegram telling of sucoess 

Bat the kisses of tre enemy are deceitful. reached me on Tuesday night it vas nca un- 

New York, Fab. 21, 291. T. B. WaxzMAN. speskable to withhold the news from him. I dared 

— —————————— not take the risk of rousing him on a subject so near 

Charles Bradlaugh. his heart. I could rouse him, and did so inadvert- 

DIED JANUARY 30, 1891, AGED 57 YEARS. ently once or twice, on unimpertant matters, but this 

roma ee oe Tote te cor at Di fut ee ea 

Oa Friday, January 30 h, at half past 6 in the : earing ths ad just been called to 
morning, bed father disd from 1 following on Mae 75 15335355 . an you 
Bright's disease. g ed. eee een people. DAY 

All is said when that is said, for that is the end. | Some to inquire after you,” I replied. „ Poor fel 
It isa hard task to write of what passed in the days | in ws. poor fellows,” he said; and thenceforward he 
before, but I hay been so harassed by friend and foe had Northampton in his mind, and just before I left 
alike to desoribe his“ last moments” that I fear leat bim to get a little lunch, he was anxious to “write 
my silence should be mistaken ; and it would ill be- a ee to make an appointment for Monday.” 
come my father’s daughter to shrink from any task, en I came back efter a very short absence there 
however hard, especially where it concerned him. Rig a marked change for the worse, and I sent for 
Were it merely to gratify idle curiosity, I would not he Ain P In the evening his breathing became 
put pen upon paper; but for the friends who loved Hac ki ored and painful to listen to, but about 10 
him, who worked with him, I would do much—even 1 Papa 5 5 
this, hard as it is. : "Y . ) omi- 

After his illness of Ostober-November, 1889, my E words, “ Any relativs or anyone who has a right 
father was never really well; but latterly, with the | © know should be apprised of his condition, struck 
bitter winter, he began to feel ill—a general feeling | * set to my heart, although I already knew that he 
of depression and ill health. He worried very much, | V8 ng and bad warned those whom it nearly con- 
and had to work very hard.to meet his money liabil- one m 5 ehild, and I chose to keep 
ities as they fell due. 2 oe cea et 

Oa Saturday, January 10 h, he had occasion to go | 2 terrible vigil by his side alone, save for the pro- 
out, and, instead of taking a cab as was his custom, opona nurse. To moisten his lips and wipe the 
went by the underground railway, thinking that the death Ha les from As Pron at all that I could do 
littie walk between here and the station would do ioe? until 630 = I satay the 
him good. When I heard him come home I ran| * : , 
doe to him as usual, and was struck with terror to Tinute pu. o his watch touched the haif hour he 
see his face: he looked as bad as at any time during T ine reath. dless t that he died as b 
his last illness. After a little reat thie passed away, 4 lived Boon 155 ie Ed SEP M P » i 2 
but, not understanding | M attack, he decided to see es ie ^ da de VV 
his physician on the Monday, and then we learned 
that he wea suffering from hypertrophy of the heart, pa Mr ini . T. — 5 and oe I had been 
Wie of sour, aa X Subsequently found out, was | teens for Mir bows T recived writen inqui 
mea tryin ky caue Weoalaruiiee aun ek on religious questions during his illness. Kaowing 
of cardiac daima; bat on Wednesday morbing he er a A: by 19 5 . that there are as 

: : ai ristians who sre utterly unscrupulous in wha 
gi bm 1 o a Ce A sige 195 they say about an Atheist, I hav taken fhe precaution 
thought me over-careful when I asked to send for bo Procure signed testimony, from the independent 
Dr. Rvmokill. Dr. Ramskill told him that he would Sia diy uie dii Dore in ni sd 

: : € was 
oo eee tid on be did not fake to bis bed until | "ever beard to utter one word “either directly or 
Thursday, when, Mr. Bell having told me it was aubj” bearing upon religion or any religious 
really a grave matter, I put it to bim. Naver was : i ; 
ed ^ Beaver and more really patient man than my The funeral—a silent one, as my father wished— 
: took place at Brookwood on Tuesday, February 31. 
father; and although not at the moment feeling the Same account will appear in next week's National 
a Hide conned anuary 16th) came the next Reformer. Hyvaria Braptavan Bonner. 
heart attack, and although I bad powerful remedies —_ — 
at hand and used them as I had been instruoted, if 
the doctor had been three minutes later in bringing 
a still more powerful stimulant he would hav been 
too late. On Saturday night an attack was averted 
bv a timely use of remedies: on Sunday night and 
Monday morning there were two attacks, not so 
severe as that of Friday night, but lasting much 
longer. Then I had to callin a nurse from the Bond 
street institution. Tuesday and Wednesday were 
better daye—no return of the spasms of the heart 
and altogether brighter. 

Thursday (22) was the best day of all; I wrote a 
fow letters fer him, he read his papere, did a little to 
his book on Labor snd Liw,” went over some of 
“General” Booth’s accounts, talked over his own 
money and other matters with me, and generally 
passed a good day, quietly and without any excitement, 
putting his papers down immediately when I vent- 
ured to suggest that he had done enough. That 
was our last good day, and every moment is vividly 
impressed upon my memory. He had troubled very 
much about the possibilities of his motion not com- 
ing on on the 27:h, and was delighted when I told him 
De. Hanter was to do it. The very man I would 

-hav chosen, he said. Then later on: Yw think 
I ean quite rely upon Hunter doing it?’ “Qute,” I 
answered, and then he ceased to trouble about it. 
„We shau't carry it this time," he said, “but if we 
only get a good vote I shall be satisfied." When it 
was rumored that Mr. Gladstone was «to speak, he 
said:“ Well, if Gladstone speaks that settles it: 
the government will be bound to take it up; and of 

. course they hold che majority; but I shan't mind| Mon jast as honest, jast as sincere, and. judging 
that.” from his statements, more intelligent and critical, 

The bad night of Thursday (221) left him wearied | hav had as strong an array of facta and evidences 
and depressed on Friday. Ou Friday night there | for their faith or knowledge as he bas produced, or 
came the hemiplegia and its subsequent unconscious- | can produce, for bis knowledge. Yet they hav all 
ness. Oa Saturday I bad to get in the second | been deceived.  Kaowledge obtained without the 
nurse. Oa Saturday night the brain partially recov-| use in acquiring it of all or the mejority of the 
ered, but never again was my father wholly con- senses, or from those who hav used all their senses 
scious. Ha always knew me and always responded to | in acquiring it, combinéd with a well grounded judg- 
my voice up till the evening of the last day; but| ment, formed from varied and extensiv past experi- 
his mind wandered = his “little book on ‘Law and | ence, cannot be safely trusted. Such defeotiv and 
Libor was “jast out"—he would fiad health in | empirical kuow'edge has done much mischief. It 
another trip to Bombay and baek—he would go to| has led multitudes into extremes of e^nduet that 
Loch Long—he would fish some “back water — proved their ruin and led to untimely death. 


This ignorance of man’s psychical nature, these 
false ideas of the nervous system and of the mysteri- 
ons action and marvelous ixfluence it exerts in the 
animal economy, over the intellectual function, the 
moral and religious sentiments, has led to many a 
delusion. Human beings hav seen witches, ghosts, 
angels, spirits, signs, and omens, the heavens and 
the earth hav furnished. They hav been environed 
with these weird, nondescript intruders from.the un- 
explored realms, that hav haunted. harassed, and be- 
leaguered them day and night. Yet these are buf 
some of the wonders revealed to us through the mar- 
velous powers, the undefined resources and suscepti- 
bilities, of the nervous system. Many examples are 
recorded in medical works by experts and experi- 
menters in testing the extent and peculiarities of 
this nerve force over the diseased and the healthy 
human organism. 

A vivid one is the case of a healthy culprit, con- 
demned to death, who was given over to medical ex- 
perts for experimentation and to ascertain the extent 
of nerve irfluence on the vital forces. : 

He was properly secured, his arm bared and 
fastened in position. He was told that his executicn 
was to be effected by being bled to death. When, 
with all the silent solemnity of the death chamber, the 
vessel above the arm was 80 arranged that the warm 
water could be felt running from the supposed in- 
cision in the vein, which was pretended to hav been 
made by a mock instrument used, and he could hear 
the fluid dropping into another vessel on the floor, 
the culprit felt and “ knew” hbis life was oozing away 
with the loss of his blood. 

The test was continued, till he grew so weak that 
he really died, from hemorrhage, but without losing 
a drop of blood. His knowledge that he was to die 
this way was so real, so positiv, that it killed him. 
He received it from the action and authority of two 
of his senses, with the additional sid of that latent, 
mysterious sixth sense, his credulity. In this case 
the victim felt and heard the movement of the fluid 
in leaving his arm, and the knowledge obtained from 
this limited and narrow source produced a fatal 
result—a tendency all such knowledge is liable to 
produce and very, very often does produce. 

What Spiritualist's knowledge could be more 
positiv and giv him greater assurance that he has 
intercourse with spirits ? 

Why should we be willing to be deceived by a 
clamorous testimony from one or two of the sensen ? 
And in all these mysterious and questionable cases 
about tbe existence of facts, why be so hasty, so 
easily satisfied! 

Why not wait for that more indubitable evidence 
furnished by the concurrent testimony cf ali our 
senses, by which we can see, hear, touch, and scent 
the spirits if their perfume is perceptible to the 
olfactories ; then Gur confidence and credulity in a 
misunderstood seductiv nervous ir fluence cannot so 
readily mislead us, often to our chagrin and humilia- 
tion. 

The healthy, normal sotion of all the senses is es- 
sential for the acquisition of real Knowledge. 

These spirit messages and evidences do not eme 
or respond to the normal action of all the senses of 
a healthy, vigorous, critically observing man. The 
spirits need the dark, the absence of robust doubt, 
passiv submission to conditions, to that flabby, un- 
critical acquiescence which must be secured by 
eliminating from the company or cire'e those persons 
who do not wish to be deceived, and retaining those 
who hav the servility to sit in qiiet, hopeful ex- 
pectancy, patiently, till their credulity is gratified. 
Admitting that tbis attitude is requisit ia to admit 
that the spirits can only pose, appear, or perform 
when shielded from the presence of the observing 
critic, and when they can gratify the passiv and har- 
monious company or circle composed of this negativ 
and docil material. If the visits of the spirits are 
cor fined to the people of this fl mey type they muy 
avawer for their amusement and instruction, but it is 
d-ffisult to see of what practics! use they can be in 
the sterner works and walks of life, and to what ex- 
tent they can prove their own existence. : 

There is much said about the phenomena of Spirit- 
ualism. The phenomenon in the case of the cu'prit 
that was killed without the presence of spirits, and 
simply by the illusion of his senses, shows to what 
extent people can be deceived by the obsessing, de- 
-eeptiv, acd illusiv control of a disordered, or erratic, 
undisciplined nervous system. Science has not been 
able yet to remedy this misfortune. . 

Some people can see and feel and know things 
that are not cogn'zible to other more wide aweka 
explorers, even with equal opportunities, lacking 
the proper, sensitiv, necessary nervous system. 
The world has long had its army of ghost seers, 
and the nervous disturbance produced by civilizad 
habits will likely continue and inorease this s0- 
called spiritual intercourse. T. E. LONGSHORE. 
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Dr. Lew's G Janus, president of the Brooklyn Ethical 
Association, will lecture before the Newark Liberal League, 
No 177 Halsey street, corner of Market, Sunday afternoon 
at 8 o'clock, on Life as a Fine Art.” 


Spiritology. 


The confident and forcible article of W. L. Willis 
an this topic, in Tur Truru Szzxer of Februsry 
14 b, to the Brotherhood of Moralists, is one likely 
ro arrest the attention and possibly hav an undue in- 
flsence on the minds of some readers. 

There are other views of Spiritology that are quite 
as plausible, if not more demonstrably true, than 
his, which it wou!d be well to hav examined and con- 
sidered, that a too hasty aud mystical judgment may 
not be formed on this psychical topic. 

Brother Willis assures us that he knows what he 
affi ma, and that it is not simply belief. 

Een nearly ten years of attention and experience 
may be entirely too limited a period for one to ao- 
quire such positiv knowledge as he claims to enjoy. 
A'l the mysteries of the nervous system hav not 
been solved by centuries of study and investigat on 
of experts and specialists. It has been abundantly 
proved and it is established as a historical acientifis 
fact that not a few people hav known with great as- 
surance things as realities, positiv éxistences, that 
never had any beine. And these delusions hav had 
all the force and «ffi sacy of absolute entities in work- 
ing out their fatal consequences. Millions hav lived 
and died with the assurance cf their verity, and that 
of their existence there was no possibility of decep- 
tion. 

Yet while Brother Willis is so confident of his own 
knowledge, he will not take the recorded testimony 
of this cloud of witnesses. 


Communications. 


* Sugar Will Catch More Flies than Vinegar.” 
It will occur to the reader that I hav chosen a 
very popular text, sud it can hardly be questioned 
that its advocates can claim for it inspiration. I am 
willing, however, to concede that it has the same 
right to claim inspiration that other sacred texts 
hav. If anyone should be inspired to take advantage 
of my concession I would nevertheless call in ques- 
tion the advantage which this inspired text is 
intended to suggest. The real value of a victory is in 
proportion to the results secured by that victory. 
If the results are worthless, the value of the victory 
may be reasonably called in question. If it should 
be readily conceded that sugar would bring flies to 
terms more readily than would vinegar, it may still 
be an open question as to the value of the captured 
flies. It is thought by some that the true way to 
capture men and women so that their cooperation 
can be relied upon, is £o make them think that what 
we represent is noi quite as bad as they think it is. 
By making concessions we can bring them nearer to 
our terms—by loging sight of the intrinsic value which 
truth represents and at the same time calling policy 
to our aid and theraby enabling concealed trickery to 
play the winning card. And behold, the man is 
caught, the gentleman “walks into the parlor ”"— 
but as useless therein as is the fly caught by sugar. 
There is really but one honorable course to pursue 
in the presentation of truth, and that course excludes 
all attempts to please or displease. Truth keeps no 
psy-roll. It has neither debit nor credit. It comes 
self-reliant, resting on its intrinsic value, its merits, 
only. That it is the truth is all- sufficient. It has 
been disgraced and brought into discredit a thousand 
times by taking therefrom or adding thereto. It is 
not in need of going on dress-parade, as all attempts 
at dress deform it. Ié never encourages deformity, 
and hence has no dress. And it never will encourage 
or tolerate falsehood on the lips of those who wor- 
ship at its shrine. It is the enemy of all deceit, and 
holds in immeasurable contempt all measures which 
recommend it on the ground of policy. 

If anyone is offended at the truth, it is not the 
fault of that truth. If anyone is pleased at the truth, 
that only shows his good sense and impressibility. 
A man or woman won to our side through the truth, 
on account of the truth, is not an ever-shifting com- 
modity or uncertain quantity, but is stable, and you 
can build hope upon such a one such as will not fail 
in the time of need. There is no discovery for such 
a one to make which will jeopardize his or her alle- 
giance or render their adhesion to the cause doubt- 
ful. But if they hav been won through a half- 
knowledge of the truth, and the other half made up 
through the sugar policy, they will in the time of 
temptation be as useless as are the flies caught in 
the same way. It is the truth that should attract or 
repel, and we may take it for granted that those 
whom the truth does not attract are-not needed in 
the ranks of honest conviction. An inspired or a 
semi-ingpired advocate can perhaps afford to use de- 
ceit and prevaricate for the glory of God, but an ad- 
voeate of uninspired truth cannot sfford to lie for 
God’s sake, nor yet for the sake of anyone else, in the 
interest of truth. 

Honest conviction of what is true should never be 
on the retired list, neither should it be couched in 
the terms which designedly or undesignedly may 
mislead as to its real meaning concealed, even if 
thereby indorsement is secured. Oonviction of truth 
half concealed in hopes that a favorable verdict may 
be rendered, is treason against honorable conviction. 
When an audience is at its wits’ end to determin 
what the orator or writer means, and will go through 
the process of mental cat-drawing to find out whether 
the orator or writer has the truth at all, as honorable 
conviction, this is to hazard self-respect, to say the 
least. While an honorable advocate of the truth is 
ever bound to honor his conviction on all needed oc- 
casions, he is under equal obligation to respect the 
honest conviction of all others, despising them only 
when they through policy seek to deceive or mislead, 
and this we will indulge in only as we are willing to 
receive the same at the hands of others when we are 
in like condition, and thus admit the application of 
the old heathen rule, Do unto others as you would 
that others would do unto you.” Mr. Ingersoll in 
his dealings with the public has fully demonstrated 
this fact—that honest conviction of the truth and an 
honest presentation of that truth demands neither 
deceit nor policy as the ground of its recognition. 
No attempt is ever made by this advocate to please 
or displease ; to do go is beneath the dignity of this 
honorable advocate. The advocate is of but little 
consequence in comparison with the truth which he 
utters. 

Truth does not demand acceptance on the ground 
of either pleasure or pain, but only on the ground 
that it is true. Honest conviction is not a question 

-of pleasure or displeasure, but one of fact. It also 
seeks expression in terms which exclude ambiguity. 
Wo one needs to ba left in doubt or forced to guess 
wat the truth means which the advocate presents. 
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No sacrifice of conviction, no meeting you half-way, 
as error and truth hav no terms of reconciliation. 
The honest seeker for the truth will not turn aside 
from the truth on account of ill report, nor on ac- 
count of the name or place from whence it came. He 
is anxious only about one thing, and that is, Is it 
truth? This question settled in the affirmativ, is all- 
sufficient. His allegiance thereto is not to be mis- 
taken. If the story of the supernatural is true, it is 
folly in us to seek for truth in the natural, for the 
natural is an unstable quantity. The laws that are 
revealed in it may hav no such meaning or revelation 
to-morrow. For all nature is on the tilt, and. must 
ever fluctuate as the supernatural moves. The dis- 
covered truth of to-day may be only error on to- 
morrow. The real conflict is on the line of the 
supernatural or the natural. Modern thought and 
researches lend their aid in support of the natural, 
while superstition, ignorance, and bigotry are on the 
side of the supernatural. 

The thoughtful will not long hesitate in choos- 
ing sides, and hence we see that the entire trend of 
modern civilization is on the side of the natural, and 
while it may not deny the supernatural it lends its 
aid in support of the natural, seeing no chance, no 
need, for the supernatural in this universe. Hence 
the fixed allegiance of the scientist to the natural. 
There is, in fact, no half-way ground on which the 
natural and the supernatural can meet. It may be 
more agreeable to some people to think that there.is 
at the head of the universe an infinit personality, 
man-like, who has a feeling for them, and who, imag- 
ination affirms, has created these human beings. We 
can readily see how this might eventuate in comfort 
to those thinking thus. But, as we hav said, it is not 
a question of pleasure, comfort, agreeableness, dis- 
pleasure, discomfort, or dissgreeableness; but a 
question of fact, of truth. None of these are factors 
in the determination of the.trutb. An honorable 
conviction may please or displesse another. Truth 
may please or displease. But its function is fo jus- 
tify itself, and in the justification of itself it justifies 
everyone that accepts it. It does not plead for 
recognition on the ground of favor or disfavor, but 
upon the ground of what it is in itself. The truth 
should not be made offensiv, nor an honest convic: 
tion made such on account of an objectionable 
method in its presentation. 

This is very true, but this differs very widely from 
the object of this criticism. It is true that the truth 
may be made attractiv or repulsiv by the way in 
which it is presented. Neither of these are worthy 
of a count, and in neither case ought they to hav 
any weighty influence as to the reception or the re- 
jection of the truth. Truth is worthy on its own 
account. I am decidedly in favor of having the 
truth presented in the terms which will make it the 
most attractiv, but do not wish that the truth should 
be compromised by the attraction or dress in which 
it is made to appear. The merit of truth must alone 
recommend it, and not its dress. The eminent point 
ever to be guarded, is, in no way to compromise an 
honest conviction, or the truth, by any concession in 
gesture, word, or act which tends to make the convic- 
tion stand for less than it is, or make the truth less 
than it is. To induce another to step on our plat- 
form by the sugar treatment, or win an inquirer by 
making terms of surrender less than the honest con- 
vielion as truth demands, is a misdemeanor, hence 
we conclude that our text is no more trustworthy 
than are other inspired texts. I hold that the sugar 
treatment, in the field of science and truth as well 
as honest conviction, is not the kind of treatment 
that has a promis of victory, such as people now 
demand. The sugar treatment is good in a gospel 
that has a heaven to giv, “ won through guile and a 
lie.” But in the gospel of science the sugar treat- 
ment is not worth a here or hereafter. Facts 
are the sole material out of which the structure is 
built. J. H. BURxHAM. 


——— — 
A Communication the World Did Not Print. 


To raz EDITOR or raz Wortp: The semi-weekly 
World has for some years past been paying its regu- 
lar visits to my rural home, and in the issue of Janu- 
ary 27th I read nearly four columns of matter giving 
the theories of a number of clergymen concerning 
the second coming of Jesus Christ to the earth, 
which event they think is very near at hand. With- 
out meaning the least offense, the clergy are the 
employed attorneys for their respectiv sects and 
creeds. The people are the jurors in the box, whose 
function in the court of inquiry is, like that of the 
judge on the bench, not only to carefully hear, but 
impartially weigh, all the evidence in the case, and 
thus ascertain the truth, whatever it may be. 
Among the thousands of the World's readers are 
many honest and sincere men whose minds may be 
perplexed by these theological cipherings. Therefore, 
on the maxim, Audi alteram partem, will you allow 
me to say a few words in your columns which may 
lead this class of doubters to see the truth and be 
satisfied in their own minds? 

There are three passages in the New Testament 
which clearly and authoritativly teach the doctrin of 
the second coming of Christ, because they are de- 
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clared to hav been spoken by Christ himself instead 
of any of his followers. The first is in the gospel of 
Matthew (xvi, 27, 28), and is in these words: For 
the son of man shall come in the glory of his father, 
with his angels; and then he shall reward every man 
according to his works. Verily I say unio you, 
there be some standing here which shall not taste of 
death, till they see the son of man coming in his 
kingdom.” 

I hav put the emphatic words in the quotation in 
italics, as I will the rest, to show that the second 
coming was to take place in the generation then liv- 
ing. That those who saw him face to face here 
would see him with the same eyes after his death 
and return to the earth. 

The second passage is in the gospel of Mark 
(viii, 88, 39): “ Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed 
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation: of him shall the son of man be ashamed, 
when he cometh in the glory of his father, with the 
holy angels. Verily I say unto you, that there be 
some of them that stand here which shall not taste 
of death till they hav seen the kingdom of God 
come with power.” : 

The third passage is in Luke ix, 27: But I tell 
you of a truth, there be some standing here which 
shall not taste of death till they see the kingdom of 
God.” 

Now for the argument based upon these passages. 
Obrist either gave these promises and assurances as 
stated by the evangelists, or he did not. If he did, 
then it is evident that he was mistaken as to the 
matter of fact; for it is conceded by all that, after 
his death, he did no- return to the earth in the gen- 
eration then living. If he did not utter these words, 


80 plain and unequivocal in their meaning, then the 


three evangelists who record that he did were also 
mistaken and our faith in them as trustworthy histo- 
rians is consequently shaken. I think they were 
not mistaken, because the rest of the New Testament 
writings, except the fourth gospel, giv abundant evi- 
dence that the esrly Ohristian church were all daily, 
and even hourly, expecting the event to take place. 
Paul, although he had no personal acquaintance with 
Christ, as the other apostles had, was so sure of the 
event that he did not expect to die at all, but to 
meet the Lord in the air, when he came with the 
angels to gather his living and resurrected saints ' 
together, and to prepare the world by the cleansing 
process of fire, for the setting up of his visible king- 
dom, the seat of government being at Jerusalem. 
The extremely ascetic and self denying inculcations 
in the apostolic writings were all based upon the uni- 
versal expectation that the great day of the Lord was 
near at hand; and while in other times such things 
as marriage and business sffairs of all kinds might be 
right and prudent, in the then existing state of 
things they were wrong and imprudent. It was 
Paul's belief in, and his constant expectation of, hear- 
ing at any moment of the night or day, the sound of 
the archangel’s trump, announcing Christ's approach 


‘in the clouds of heaven, that led him to say to the 


Corinthian Christians those fatal words concerning 
marriage, which the laws of the Christian nations of 
Europe hay ever since used, to the dishonor and en- 
slavement of woman: So avoid fornication ; let 
every man hav his own wife.” ; 

I said that the promis of Ohrist’s return to the 
earth during the generation in which he lived and 
died, and recorded in the first three gospels, is not 
mentioned at all in the fourth gospel. This very 
striking fact is explained when we are told by the 
critics that this gospel was written in the second 
century, after all Christ's eotemporaries were dead, 
and when his failure to return to the earth was 
apparent to all the world; and since the deification 
of Ohrist as the omniscient God manifest in the flesh 
was the object in the writing of this gospel and was 
involved in extreme doubt by the fact recorded by . 
Matthew, Merk, and Luke, it was not alluded to in 
the gospel of John. 

The church remained comparativly quiet on the 
subject of the second coming of Obrist for a thou- 
sand years, but in the tenth century the prophetical 
arithmeticians began their work, and found out that 
the end of the world, and the coming of Christ in 
person to set up his promised kingdom at Jerusalem, 
was to take place at the close of the period then ex- 
piring. But when the Ohristians saw that Jerusalem 
and all the holy places were in possession of the 
Infidel Mohammedan power, they began that won- 
derful movement called in history the OCrusades, 
which consumed parts of three hundred years in 
fighting, in order to rescue Jerusalem and prepare 
the throne of David for the occupancy of David's 
son, when he would fulfill the promis of his second 
coming. But he never appeared; and Jerusalem, 
from that day to this, has been owned by the Moslem 
power. Passing over other movements of the same 
kind elsewhere, we come to our own day, when Mr. 
Miller, an American student of prophecy, seemingly 
ignoring the words of Ohrist recorded by the first 
three evangelists, that his second coming was to take 
place in the frst century, and not the nineteenth, set 
the time for the year 1843. Some of our cotempo- 
rarios, rivaling the strong faith of the primitiv Obris- 
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tians, believed in the time appointed, and waited, in 


anxious hope to welcome their returning Lord, and 
witness the resurrection of the dead saints, and the 
burning up of the world, the creation of the new 
heavens and the new earth out of its ashes, and the 
glorious establishment of Ohrist's kingdom at Jeru- 
gelem. George Rapp, the founder of the Economist 
Society, in Beaver county, Penn., and one of the 
best and sincerest men who ever lived, was & convert 
to this faith, and expected to use the great wealth 
his scciety had accumulated to transport his followers 
to Jerusalem when Christ's arrival there would be 
announced. He waited in anxious expectation of the 
event till 1847, when he died. But he did not ex- 
pect to die. In his last sickness he said to bis 
attendant, who relates the fact, that if he did not 
keel sure that he was bound to present himself and 
his devoted disciples in person to Christ at Jeru- 


salem he would believe that he was dying. But he 


did die, and his * people,” as he lovingly called them, 
now reduced in numbers to between thirty and forty, 
are still on the lookout for the signs of Christ's second 
coming. Under the influence of the sentiment of 
religion what proposition is there in the whole 
world that a man cannot believe, and what deed is 
there that he will not undertake to perform? 
Believing we hav no real interest that can ever be 
put in jeopardy by the truth, I respectfully submit 
the above to those who wish to satisfy their minds 
on the subject of discussion. A. B. B. 
Enon Valley, Pa., Feb., 1891. 


me 
Letters to Workingmen. 


Comrades, I hav endeavored to impress you with 
the belief that man has traveled down the ages with 
absolutely no guide but the dim twilight from the 
“lamp of experience,” or what the duke in the play 
would call the sweets of adversity.” Countless lives 
were sacrificed to gain a single fact, while the nature 
of the fact was still unknown or grossly perverted. 
Many fingers were burned in learning the nature of 
fire, yet the pain of the burn was a mystery still. A 
something was conceived to be in the fire that could 
hurt. This something in the fire, in the flood, and 
the storms unseen but powerful for evil, became 
gods or devils, and men became the slaves of their 
own imaginations. Tyranny or slavery is ever the 
state of the animal. Giv power fo the slave and he 
becomes a tyrant; deprive the tyrant of power and 
he is a slave, and this rule or serve was also the state 
of early man. The first governors had slaves for 
their subjects. The slave’s loyalty would giv his 
life for the whim of his master, as the dog will lick 
the hand that beats him. The ruler prescribed the 
law, and the gospel and justice was the edict of the 
master. Thus the beginning—ignorance, credulity, 
and cringing obedience. Morality had no existence. 
Excess was the only virtue. I say all this to impress 
upon your mind the fact that man began wrong— 
that his belief, founded upon error, led him into 
credulity ; excess and misery led him to establish 
institutions of slavery. I want you to feel that hu- 
manity is deserving of great credit for being as good 
ag we find it. And while I want you to wage war on 
institutions, I would hav you entertain the kindest 
of feelings toward our brother man and sister 
woman. We are but the product of evolution. As 
George W. Cooke says, “No man has a passing 
fansy that did not come out of some adequate and 
natural cause. The beliefs of men of every sort hav 
been the result of causes in man and nature to be 
found. There is no guess, no speculation, no theory, 
but plain and simple demonstration from the facts of 
primitiv belief.” The ideas of a future state of 
existence, of heaven, of hell, of gods and devils, 
were brought about by the very necessity of thought 
and logie working upon false data. Questions 
arose in the mind of ancient man, as in the mind 
of modern children. With none to instruct, they 
formed their own conclusions. Crude and nonsen- 
Bical, they were accepted as “proofs of holy writ,” 
and a study of heredity convinces us that belief, 
like “the trick of nostril and of lips, descends 
through generations,” and becomes established as a 
type of men and races; and thus established it is 
clung to with all the tenacity of our nature. 

Faith, fanatic faith, once wedded fast 
: To some dear falsehood, hugs it to the last. 

But the light of scientific truth is slowly entering 
the domain of the intellect, and the monsters of belief 
are discovered to be but the illusiv forms of harm- 
less phenomena. And yet, like “greatness going 
off," it “ rives the soul in parting.” And all manner 
of evil is predicted with the loss of our religious be- 
liefs. And thousands now are giving their money to 
propagate belief which in their hearts they know to 
‘be false, yet think a religions training necessary to 
keep the young mind in virtue's ways. They some- 
how think religion necessary to morality. Think it 
out, friends: Does morality depend upon falsehood ? 
Is it necessary in the rearing of our children to play 
the hypocrit, to teach them or allow them to be 
taught that which we do not believe to be true? 
No, friends, I am confident it is better to speak our 


thoughts to our children ; tell them the truth as far 
as we know it, There is no such thing as truth 
corrupting the mind of a child, if told in simplicity 
and sincerity. But I want you to “ catch on” to the 
idea that every reform has been met with the ory of 
“necessary institutions.” The belief in a flat world 
and a solid firmament was necessary. Aud to those 
who would teach otherwise, Let him be aceursed.” 
A never-ending hell was a great necessity, the 
whipping.post was necessary, and yet we find the 
more liberty the more rectitude, the less restraint 
and dictation the more expansion and growth. Ed 
ucation elevates; punishment degrades. “Thou 
shalt not“ is ever answered with “I will" The 
“ spirit of revolt” in man’s nature is really the basis 
of his manhood. Religion has sought to abolish it, 
therefore religion has been a curse. Parents by 
their superior strength attempting to foree upon 
their children their own narrow views and idess 
would hav kept the world in darkness, but the 
“ spirit of revolt," the ego of man, that religion has 
PUN as an imp of hell, is the true savior of the 
world. 

Oh, comrades, encourage your children to think 
for themselvs; counsel and advise, but, as you value 
your child’s advancement, never command. : 

Let me dwell upon this point. I believe it is o 
vital importance. If our wrongs are ever righted, 
if human equality and justice are ever established 
among men, it must come through the proper in- 
struction of childhood. Do not think that because 
you may never hav had the advantages of school 
education you ean teach your child nothing. The 
child’s character is in your hands. Think a moment 
what a responsibility is upon you. Do not farm out 
your charge. There is nobody like the parent to 
teach the child. There is no precept like example. 
If you hav bad habits, prepare to drop them now. 
If you cannot do this you should, st least, improve 
every opportunity to impress upon the young and 
growing brain the evils of those habits. The phys- 
ical and moral education should precede the intellect- 
ual. We workers, who leave our home before the 
little ones aweke, are too much inclined to shift the 
responsibility upon the mothers, and while I believe 
that most children are more indebted to the mother 
than the father for any good that is in them, I be- 
lieve the father has a wonderful influence in shaping 
the actions of the child. Ohildren imbibe the popu- 
lar error that the man is the real provider, and as 
such has a respect the mother is denied. Besides, the 
vexatious cares of a household keep the mother too 
often in that frame of mind which makes the pratile 
of children annoying. Oh! if she could only under- 
stand how important to the young mind this same 
prattle was, Iam sure she would not so contempt- 
uously throw it aside. And then, the father coming 
home at night is too apt to forget or ignore the 
demands of his child, but thinks his leisure should 
be devoted to his pipe and paper, and after that 
the saloon. I know, friends; I hav been there. 
But, let me tell you, it is all a matter of habit. 
Real enjoyment can be found at home “teaching the 
young idea how to shoot.” 

For many years the slave of the habit of tobacco, 
I thought enjoyment was only under its influence. 
But to-day, poor as I am, speaking from a purely 
selfish motiv for happiness, I affirm wealth would be 
no consideration in exchange for escape from the 
habit I once possessed. 

Yet it is not absolutely necessary for you to foreg 
these “ luxuries of habit” to rear the tender thought. 
Devote a little of your leisure to your children. It 
may be a little irksome at first, but by and by an 
interest is awakened. You will pursue the subject 
with the keenest of pleasure. I say nothing of duty. 
I don’t like the word. With charity, it should pass 
into oblivion. Your own pleasure should be your 
sim, Your own happiness will be your reward. You 
love your child ; let your child understand it. Place 
confidence in your child, and your child will bav 
confidence in your smile, and a smile rewards you. 
Be cheerful, and happy faces welcome you. If your 
children do wrong, take them in your arms, tell them 
you hav often done the same yourself. Let them 
feel that we are all but children of an older growth.” 
Go to your wife and children for counsel and advice. 
Never engage in anything that affects their welfare 
‘without their consent. Make your home your grand 
council-chamber. The trouble with us male bipeds 
is, we hav inherited from “a long line of ancestors,” 
reaching back to the monkey-man, an egregious con- 
ception-of ourselvs. We think we know it all; that 
women and children are mere outfits taken on for 
man’s enjoyment and man’s advancement; that 


woman has but one mission in the world—as Tenny- 


son’s man has it, 
The bearing and the rearing of a child is woman’s wisdom. 


Let us outgrow this animal propensity, as 
well as the animal sense of possession, and greet 
our wives as co-mates and partners in life's journey. 
The time has come for woman to assert her rights 
as well as man. She has been the puppet of man’s 
pleasure long enough. Let her assert the ego of 
womanhood on an equal plane with that of manhood, 


Woman is not undeveloped man, 
But diverse. 


It. is more than probable that 


Could we make her ag the man, 
Bweet love were slain. 


Fear not, her wondrous love, with independence, 
will establish an individuality to regenerate the 
world, and love and liberty shall reign. 

Buffalo, N. Y. A. L. Barrov. 

— te —— 
Unequal Taxation. 
Watson Kinderline in Soledury, Pa., Club Journal. 

As the proper adjustment of taxation is now occu- 
pying the minds of all taxpayers, the present is a 
fitting time to discuss the many points at issue; and 
a8 no class of men hav greater cause to complain 
than the farmers, it would be well for them to state 
their grievances. 

It is claimed that all taxes are exacted by govern- 
ments for the expenses of protecting said property 
from the encroachments of unprincipled men who 
might seek by force to dispossess rightful owners. 

We hold the deeds to our farms through the aid 
and protection of laws, and these Iaws are enforced 
by cfficers of our own selection, and whenever these 
cfficers are unable to fully protect the rightful owner, 
then the sheriff is authorized to call on the governor, 
who bas the power to direct military sid £o insure 
justice to him who is being illegally dispossessed of 
his property. Tho same may be said of all property, 
beit personal or real, and it is for this protection 
that taxes are assessed and collected. Our local taxes 
are expended both for our comfort and protection. 
Our county taxes go to sustain our courts, maintain 
our poor, and to pay the expense of ourelections. Our 
school tax is applied for the benefit of our children, 
having for its main object. the equalization of the 
advantages of education among all classed alike. 
Our road taxes are expended for our safety, comfort, 
snd convenience, and directly benefit the taxpayers 
most interested in the good condition of their roads. 

Admitting, then, that taxation is as necessary as it 
is unavoidable, the chief point at issue is, how shall 
these taxes be assessed, 80 that impartial justice may 
be secured to all. While personal property of all 
kinds receives protection, and as the rights of owner- 
ship are maintained at publie expense, why should it 
not be compelled to pay ite full proportion of tax? 

If we accept the statement of values as given in 
ihe publie prints ag true, we find farm real estate in 
Pennsylvania estimated at $1,180,000,000, while 
property, both real and personal, belonging to cor- 
poratione, is valued at $2 342,000,000. The former 
pays nine mills tax, while the latter only pays three 
mills and yet has twice as much property protected. 

It behooves us to inquire why this great inequal- 
ity in the rate of taxation. Why should farm land 
psy three times as much tax on property as is paid 
by corporations, when both are slike protected? 

There is but one way to equalize taxation, and that 
is to tax every species of property in proportion to 
its income and its ability to pay. As all receive the 
same protection in their ownership, why should they 
not pay proportionately for that protection? 

The great loss in the desiruction of railroad prop- 
erty that occurred in Pittsburgh during the riot in 
1873 was paid for by the taxpayers of the county, and 
yet that county received but very little aid from 
taxes levied and collected from the corporations, 
whose losses they were obliged to make good. All 
property, except that which belongs to the state or 
nation, should be taxed, and until taxes are equalized, 
assessed justly, and collected impartially, all protec- 
tion should be taken from those that shirk that 
duty. 

Okurches of all denominations should pay for the 
protection they receive in proportion to the value of 
property protected. As many take the precaution to 
insure against loss from incendiary fires and from 
thunderbolts, why should they ask to be exempt 
from paying for police protection and for publie 
highways? When the Nativ American riots occurred 
in Philadelphia, in which two costly churches were 
destroyed, the city was obliged to pay the losses 
incurred, and yet these same properties had never 
before or since paid any taxes toward the support of 
the protection they received. Taxes came with civil- 
ization, and protection became necessary as man- 
kind acquired private property. The farther man ad- 
vances from barbarism his needs and his necessities 
multiply, and with this new life come an increased 
cost of living, better facilities for travel, and new 
ambitions to gratify. The nearer he approaches his 
destiny, which is independent manhood, the more he 
will insist on an equality of rights and louder will be 
his demands for just and impartial taxation. 


— et — — 
ou shall no longer take things at second or third 

P hand, nor Took through the eyes of the dead, 
nor feed on the specters in books, 5 ; 

You shall not look through my eyes either, nor take 
things from me, 

You shall listen to gil sides and filter them from 
yourself. — Walt Whitman. 
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A Bit of History. 

Probably few Irish Catholics are aware of the 
fact that their country was brought under the Eng- 
lish yoke by the cold-blooded avarice of one of their 
popes. Pope Adrian IV. in the year 1156 issued a 
bull in favor of Henry IL, of England, in which he 
exhorts that monarch “ to invade Ireland, in order to 
extirpate the vice and wickedness of the nativs, and 
oblige them to pay yearly from every house a penny 
to the see of Rome." (See Hume’s England, vol. i, 
p. 346) Hume says the tribute was a penny from 
every house, but some historians, and also the Loyal 
American, say it was a penny per head. Hume also 
says that this act of ecclesiastical robbery was ordered 
by Adrian III., but as the first two popes of that name 
had passed over the river Styx before the time of 
Alfred the Great, and the third Adrian followed his 
predecessors during Alfred’s reign, it is conclusiv that 
Hume is mistaken. Pope Adrian IV. was Nicholas 
Breakspeare, an Englishman, and it is quite likely 
that he was ir fluenced both by a desire to aid Eog- 
land and to get boodle for himself. This act of papal 
treachery compelled the Irish slaves to annually pay 
the pope for the favor of being enslaved. Verily * he 
that giveth to the poor Irish, lendeth to the pope.” 


Watson Heston. 
—— A —ñ 


To a Washington Official. 
To Jom Wanamaker, Postmaster GENERAL OF THE 
Unirep Srarrs: 


Dear Sir: Ia your annual report for the fiscal 
year ending June 30 1890, you say: 


„The discussion of the anti-lottery bill and the exclusion 
of certain litera'ure from the mails hav caused a good deal 
to be said during the past few months about a censorship 
of the male, so called; and, lest people who believe in fair 
play and a jast administration of the law should find them. 


selva still misunderstanding the course of the department | 


with reference to these two questions, I beg to submit a few 
facta. It has been explained elsewhere that the intention is 
to enforce the spirit as well aa the letter of the anti-lottery 
aw. That is also the purpose with reference to the laws 
regulating the circulation of indecent literature." 


After quoting the statute excluding indecent liter- 
ature from the mails, you add, under the heading: 


* THE POSTMASTER GENERAL OBLIGED TO AOT WHEN AP- 
PLIED TO. 

It does not matter whether or not a given publication 
presented for mailing appears, by complaint or otherwise, to 
a postmaster to be * obscene, lewd, or lascivious,’ if it does 
` appear to be ‘indecent.’ He is obliged, in order not to be- 
come a law-breaker, to refer the questionable point to the 


proper department official. It does not matter, when the 
referee considers the question, whether the given publica- 
tion is merely ‘ obscene, lewd, or lascivious.” If it is simply 
indecent, he must exclude it or break the law. A transla- 
tion of a questionable book was, as a matter of fact, pre- 
sented some months since at the post-office in a Western 
city for transmission in the mails. It was held and referred 
to this department. The assistant attorney-general, finding 
it indecent under any definition of the word, issued an order 
excluding it. To exclude the book was the simple duty of 
the department. For myself I never discuss the policy or 
wisdom of breaking the law, and the officials of the post- 
office department do not.” 

Two weeks ago there was forwarded from this 
office, by express, a volume of which the following is 
a copy of the title-page: 

THE 
HOLY BIBLE, 
OONTAINING TRE 
OLD AND NEW. TESTAMENTS: 
GRaNSLATED OUT CF 
THE ORIGINAL TONGUES; 
AND WITH 
Tae FoRMRR TRANSLATIONS DILIGENTLY COMPARED AND 
RE vISED. 
NEW YORK: 
AMERIOAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
INSTITUIED IN THE YEAR MDOOOXVI, 
1890. ` 

Up to the present time no acknowledgment has 
been received from your offi ze of the receipt of the 
volume, and this apparent neglect causes the follow- 
ing in q niries to be made: 

Hav you received the book! 

Hav you read the complaint ? 

Hav you referred the * questionable point to the 
proper department official ?” 

Has the referee considered the point whether the 
given publication is “merely obscene, lewd, or las- 
oivious; or, 

Has he considered the point whether it is simply 
indecent ?” 

Has he considered the book bearing in mind your 
definition of excludable matter, namely: Any 
matter offensiv to modesty, or tending to subvert 
respect for decency and morality ?” 

Does he, or do you, think the passages to which 
your attention was called in the book sent for your 
examination fall under the terms of your definition ? 

If not, why not, as you pronounce the “ Kreutzer 
Sonata” to be “indecent under any definition of the 
word?“ 

If you or your assistant should find this book to 
be as objectionable as the other, would you or the 
officials of the post-office department discuss the 
policy or wisdom of breaking the law” cited in your 
report ? | 

If you do not act in this case, either pronouncing 
the book mailable, or excluding it, of what worth are 
your words declaring that the postmaster-general is 
obliged to act when applied to? Is not a bookdealer 
in New York as much entitled to a decision on a book 
as & publisher of Chicago? 

You need not be afraid of benefiting your com- 
plainant by drawing attention to this- book, as he is 
not the publisher and does not sell the book, having 
respect for the laws enacted by so superlativly a wise 
body as Oongress at the instance of so pure and 
honorable persons as Mr. A. Comstock and bis clerical 
and business friends. We sbail make no “ thrifty 
bluster,” to use your own words, if your decision 
should be adverse to the volume, being content to 
simply perform a public duty and to aid your de. 
partment in keeping the mails pure and the mail 
bags from rotting ovt through contact with filth. - 

We solicit the favor of av ear'y reply. 

— . ⏑‚¶ ¹Stu n ůů— 


The Art Pharisees. 


The trustees of the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
hav had exposed in a very ¢ffactual manner the hy- 
pocrisy of their plea for closing that institution on 
Sunday. Au enterprising reporter of the World 
is their Nemesis, and he has found that the museum 
zs open on Sundays—to the friends of the cfficers! 

The reasons for Sunday closing given by the 
trustees hav been three—that Sunday is a holy day, 
that donations hav been made to the museum with 
the condition of Sunday closing imposed, and that 
such opening would be too great a strain upon the 
employees. All of these reasons are invalidated by 
the fact, admitted by the officers, that it is their cus- 
tom to issue tickets of admission for Sundays, and 
supply them to their friends. : 

Two Sundays ago the World reporter seated him- 
self near the doors of the museum and watched 


these friends visit the place, and then tried to get 
in himself. The result and the information he ob- 
tained are thus related: 


“At 8:80 the World reporter, having carefully observed 
the method pursued by the ten people whom he had seen 
enter the Metropolitan Museum, mounted the steps and 
touched the button. As he did soa small boy standing by 
him said to him: 

t That ain't open.“ 

* He had hardly uttered the words when the obsequious 
servitor who had opened the door to previous visitors and 
refused others came out. He looked at the reporter through 
the glass storm door, which he then unlocked and opened 
about an inch and a quarter. 

t * Is the museum open?’ he was asked. 

“t No, sir,’ said the man in livery. 

But I saw people go in.’ 

„ Oh, they had tickets. The public are not admitted on 
Sunday, only friends of the trustees or people they know. 
If you know Gen. De Cesnola or any of the trustees he may 
giv you a ticket.’ 

“i Do you hav many visitors of this kind here on Sunday?“ 

„Not a great many. It is quiet here on Sunday, and 
those who hav cards like to visit the museum, when they 
can see the works of art better maybe than on a week-day. 
Sometimes people who are only in the city for a day or two, 
who know the trustees, come in on Sunday, when perhaps 
they could not come at any other time.’ 

** * What do you do here?’ 

tt Look after the door,’ was the reply. ‘Ihav strict orders 
not to admit anybody not provided with a card or accom- 
panied by one of the trustees." 

Do the trustees themselvs ever come on Sunday? 

% Oh, yes. Sometimes they come with friends. General 
Cesnola was here this morning.’ 

“t What do the other men do whom I see in uniform?“ 

„„ They are here, was the reply, ‘to look after the 
museum and help in the work. 

„This guardian of the portal could not explain when 
asked how the Metropolitan Museum of Art could be both 
closed and open on Sunday, or what difference it made 
whether one or a thousand people were admitted so far as 
the conscientious and religious scruples of the trustees were 
concerned. He appeared to think that his beirg on duty 
with several companions on Sunday at the public expense 
‘was ‘an accommodation to the trustees,’ but that to open 
the museum to the public might be ‘a desecration of the 
Sabbath,’ and much to be feared.” 


Turning away from the doorkeeper, the reporter 
sought the president of the museum, Mr. H. G. Mar- 
quand. Mr. Marquand was asked if the present sys- 
tem cf cards and attendants did not completely 
remove the moral ot jsctions to Sunday opening. 

* That is true,” said Mr. Marquand. * You must 
remember that the trustees are in favor of opening 
the museum to the public on Sunday. The matter 
is even now under consideration, and I believe that 
before long something will be done. There are 
twenty-five or more trustees. We feel that there is 
a strong sentiment in favor of opening the museum 
to the public on the Sabbath, and, if we can make 
the necessary arrangements cautiously and properly, 
it will be so opened. But we do not like to throw it 
open like à mest market. I expect the matter to 
come up at the next meeting. There are a great 


many details to be arranged. I realize that there 


sre more people who want to go into the museum on 
Sunday than there are others wishing to keep them 
out. 

“As regards the cards issued by trustees permit- 
ting people to visit the Metropolitan Museum on 
Sunday I wish to say,” concluded Mr. Marquand, 
“ that when a stranger is passing through the city, 
somebody from Washington or the West or some. 
one perhaps who is about to leave for Europe and 
who is anxious to see the works of art, that being 
their last and only chance, and they apply to go on 
Sunday, we issue the card. But it is not common, 
and it is a convenience to the people receiving the 
card.” 

A trustee to the museum who was seen later dis- 
posed of the remaining ol j ctions heretofore made 
to Sunday opening. He said: “From a Sabbatarian 
standpoint it makes no difference whether one person 
or a thousand go there on Sunday. It is a mistake 
to suppose that the museum enjoys any legacies 
given it on the understanding that it should not be 
opened on Sunday, as I hav seen stated. The 
trustees would not accept such a br quest.” 

It will be seen from these statements that the 
course of the trustees heretofore has been one cf 
evasion, hypocrisy, and something closely akin to 
downright lying. They hav maintained their posi- 
tion by arguments and statements now admitied to 
be false, and they are in an unenviable position. 
They hav been enabled to keep the institution closed 
because the general public thought that it was 


‘bolted, barred, and locked on Sunday solely because 
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of strict Sabbatarian views on the part of many of 
the trustees and friends of the institution who were 
putting their hands in their pockets annually and 
turning over to it large sums of money, on the 
distinct understanding that the Lord’s day should 
not be desecrated by having the doors opened. 
Many people dissented from this view, but they re- 
spected the conscientious scruples of the trustees 
80 long as they believed them to be faithfully ob- 
served. Now, however, this pretense is blown to the 
winds, and there is no longer a possibility of deceiv- 
ing the public. It may be humiliating to the phari- 
saical Sabbatarians to be detected, but it is likely 
that the people will ere long be decided gainers by 
the exposure. 


to 
Sabbatarians in Calitornia and Pennsylvania 


The American Sabbath Union is pushing its work in 
California and Pennsylvania, and brings a large amount 
of ixfluence to bear upon the legislatures of these 
states. Inthe former state they ask for the enact- 
ment of a law as follows: 

* Any person who, on Sunday, gets up, exhibits, opens, or 
maintains, or aids in getting up, exhibiting, opening, or 
maintaining any bull, bear, cock, or prize fight, horse race, 
circus, gambling-house, saloon, or any barbarous or noisy 
amusement, or who keeps, conducts, or exhibits any theater, 
melodeon, dance-house, or cellar, or other place cf musical, 
theatrical, or operatic performance, spectacle, or representa- 
tion where any wines, liquors, or any other intoxicating 
drink or drinks are bought, sold, used, drank, or given 

away, or who purchases any ticket of admission, or directly 
or indirectly pays any admission fee to or for the purpose of 
witnessing or attending any such place, amusement, specta- 
cle, performance, or representation, is guilty of a misde- 
meanor. . 
." Every person who keeps open on Sunday any store, 
workshop, bar, saloon, banking-house, or other place of 
business, for the purpose of transacting business therein, is 
punishable by fine not more than $50 nor less than $5. 

** The provisions of the last preceding section do not ap- 
ply to persons who, on Sunday, keep open hotels, boarding- 
houses, barber shops, baths, markets, restaurants, livery 
stables, or retail drug stores, for the legitimate business of 
each; or to such manufacturing establishments as are 
necessarily and usually kept in continued operation ; or, ex- 
cept as to keeping open a bar or saloon, to persons who, on 
account of conscientious scruples, observe and conform to 
the provision of said last preceding section on a day of the 
week other than Sunday." 

At Sacramento, on the 11th instant, a hearing on 
the bill was given to its friends and opponents. 
The Rev. Mr. Thompson represented the Sabbath 
Union, and S. P. Putnam, president of the Californis 
Liberal Union, spoke* for that organization. The 
churches were also represented, and the hearing was 
a lively one, Mr. Putnam being reinforced by officers 
of the Seventh Day Adventist organization and one 
or two liberal politicians. Mr. Thompson’s speech 
was of the usual Sabbath Union variety, a plain per- 
version of the facts of the matter. The law should, 
he held, in the cause of religious liberty, secure to 
every man, however humble, the same privileges 
that are guaranteed to the president, the judiciary, 
and other branches of the government. People who 
want to enjoy religious liberty. and equal rights 
should hav the protection of law, which many of 
them are not now permitted to do. The bill now 
before the legislature provides that all classes of 
business shall be placed on an equality, so far as 
Sunday observance is concerned—no discrimination 
was made against saloons or avy other class of bus- 
iness. 

In reply to this distorted view, Mr. Putnam said 
that a Sunday law was in corfliet with the federal 
Constitution, which guaranteed perfect religious lib- 
erty to every man. A Sunday law was mandatory 
and compelled persons to do certain things against 
their will. Ifa man wished to go hunting or fishing 
on Sunday, it was his perfect right to do so, or pass 
his Sunday as he pleased. Sumptuary laws are re 
pugnant to the Constitotion. If a Sunday law cav 
be enforced, so can baptism, and so can any other 
religious system. There must be a total separation 
of church and state. If newspaper cffices are kept 
open on Sunday, or stationery or other stores, or if 
a man sees fit to go fishing or hunting on Sunday, 
that does not prevent other people from: passing 
their Sunday just as they please. It is no interfer- 
ence with anybody. Talking of's Sunday law to 
protect people's health is absurd. People should be 
able to take care of their own health. As well pass 
a law to make a man take pills, whether he wanted 
to or not. The advocates of a Sunday law could 
present no proofs in support of the assertion that its 

. observance is necessary to health. As to the moral- 


ity of the thing—that which it is wrong to do on | prayer, I am to teach him the Creed, and the Ten 
Sunday it would be wrong to do on any other day. | Commandments fali to your lot.” 


All the arguments of the Sunday-law advocates were 
based on false premises entirely. 

Senator Osrpenter, who followed Mr. Putnam, 
made the legal point that the constitution of the 
state prohibits special legislation, while the bill in 
question specifies certain avocations which it is pro- 
posed to prohibit on Sunday. He would like to hav 
some of those interested in its passage explain, if they 
could, how it was proposed to harmonize the provi- 
sions of the bill with those of the constitution. 
There was no response to the senator’s question. 

There were several speeches on each side, and 
the committee was kept up to a late hour. As yet 
they bav made no report on the measure. i; 

In Pennsylvania the hearing was on Representati 
Fow's bil to relax the strictness of the Sunday 
law of 1794. The Sabbath Union was represented 
by two officers, but the Liberals had no one to speak 
for them. Mr. Fow defended his bill, and was as- 
sisted by other representativs. As in California, the 
result is not yet known. 

It is plain, from the energy and fanaticism dis- 
played by the Sunday law advocates, that the people 
of this country will be forced to exercise a little of 
that eternal vigilance which is the price of liberty if 
they do not want to be dominated one-seventh of 
their time by the churches. 

ae 
General Sherman’s Religion. 


The Rev. P. T. Sherman, son of the late General 
Sherman, a Jesuit priest, has explained why “ extreme 
unction,” which isa Oatholic rite, was administered 
to his father. His statement is in three sections, 
the first of which is: 

** My father was baptized in the Catholic church, married 
in the Catholic church, and attended tbe Catholic church 
until the outbreak.of the civil war. Since that time my 
father had not been à communicant." 


That is, General Sherman has not been a Cath- 


olie, but has been an apostate, since 1860. That 
this is true is testified to by General Sherman, who 
wrote, “I am not, and cannot be, a Catholic." 

The second section is: 

* But he [General Sherman] always said to me that if 
there is any true religion, it is the Catholic religion!“ 

There is but one conclusion from these statements 
and that is that General Sherman did not believe 
there is any true religion. And his further state- 
ment that he believed in a supreme power, but that 
belief was as far as his religion went, bears out 
this inevitable conclusion. Moreover, fhe statement, 
“Tf there is any true religion it is the Catholie relig- 
ion,” is a common one among logical skeptics to 
Obristianity ; for if any part of that system of im 
posture were true, the Catholics hav got the logical 
and consistent part of it, just as the Oalvinists hav 
got hold of the logical and consistent end of Prot- 
estantism. We hav heard General Sherman’s state- 
ment made by avowed Infidels s hundred times. 

The third section of the Rav. P. T. Sherman’s 
statement is : 

** A week ago to-day my father received absolution and 
extreme unction at the hands of Father Taylor. My father 
was unconscious at the time, but this fact has no important 
bearing, for the sacrament could be administered to any per- 
son whose mind could be interpreted as desirous of receiv- 
ing it.” 

That is, when General Sherman was unconscious 
and could not object, the church hastened to his bed- 
side with her rites, that she might in after years 
claim another great man as hers. The assertion 
that the sacrament could be administered to any 
person whose mind could be interpreted as desirous 
of receiving it” is thorougbly and openly Jesuitic. 
General Sherman meant that no religion is true, and 
the church interprets his remark to mean that Oa 
tholicism is true! Tortuous are the sinuosities of 
theology, and skilful is the church in following 
them ! : 

Had General Sherman been conscious when the 
rite was to be administered to him, he would, un- 
doubtedly, hav said fo the priest what he ssid to a 
pious woman who sought to entangle him with her the 
ology, taking advantage of bis good nature in stand 
ing godfather to a child named for himself. When 
the baptismal ceremony had been performed, the 
godmother said to the general: Now, we hav prom- 
ised to teach this child the Lord’s prayer, the Oreed, 
and the Ten Commandments. We hav been arrang- 
ing it so that the father shall teach him the Lord's 


“Taere are eleven Commandments, madam.” 

“What!  Eieven Commandments? Why, what 
do you mean, general? Taere are only ten Oom- 
mand ments !” 

Yas, madam; there ara eleven, and the eleventh 
is, Mind your own business.” 

Tae Roman Catholic church does not appear to 
advantage in her swooping down upon a dying 
man, and the explanation of the Rev. P. T. Sher- 
man, Jesuit priest, does not add to her glory. 

— .. — 


Editorial Notes. 


WIT IAM HART, Kirksville, Mo., author of The Candle 
from Under the Bushel,” who with several members of his 
family was badly injured at a fire which consumed his store 
and stock of jewelry, writes us that through the generous , 
pstronage of the readers of Tas TRUTN BESKER, whose at- 
tention to the calamity we called at the time, he has received 
orders for a great many copies of his book, and his finances 
are agreeably easier. He atill suffers from the accident, be- 
ing unsb'e to walk, but the bones in his broken leg are unit- 
ing slowly. He desires to thank the friends who hav ordered 
his book and those who hav spoken well of it in the press. 
„The Candle from Under the Busbel ” sells for fifty cents. 


Tue Freeman's Journal and Catholic Register gays: ‘It 
must be borne in mind that Protestant missions all over the 
world are proved and acknowledged humbugs. Bishop 
Taylor, of Eogland, the head of such affairs in Africa, said 
as much when he intimated that they were failures, thouch 
his office prevented him from going to the root of the diffl- 
culty. The two German explorers, who hav a better knowl. ` 
edge of Africa than any other thousand men in the world, , 
Baron Wismann and Emin Pasha, both Protestants, hav 
stated the same fact in plain language. Lord Macaulay 
states in his memoirs and letters that the Indian Protestant 
convert was usually a liar and a thief." And the Protestants 
speak similarly of the Catholic missions! 


Tux acting governor of Alaska ja thus described in the 
Alaskan by a missionary writer: We hav cause to rejoice 
in another fact, and that is, that we hav another most effi- 
cient laborer, commissioned by the Lord Jesus Christ and 
therefore eminently qualified by the gifts and graces of his 
spirit for mission work—I refer to our friend, Judge Peck- 
inpaugh. The judge needs no one to lay hands on him, ‘ to 
stir up the gift that is in him ;’ for the fire always burns and 
he is a Boanerges. His trumpet givs no uncertain sound. 
You will always find him on the side of right, standing by 
his guns with his flag flying. Ishould try to say something 
in hig praise, but he needs it not; for his face shines, and it 
is self-evident that his soul is pure gold, well refined. He 
conducts s. Bible class for the nativa every Sabbath, using an 
interpreter. The school-room is filled to overflowing with 
adult nativs who hang on his words and drink the truth as 
the desert sands drink the dew. He is also activ in every 
good work in the little church for whites downtown. A 
sincere, loving, genial friend and neighbor; a gentleman in 
the true sense of that word—thank God and President Har- 
rison for sending us Brotber Peckinbaugh !” 


Tuar the Catholic church is ever and always a political 
as well as religious organization, scheming for its own pecu. 
niary and political welfare. is again clearly shown by two 
paragraphs in the Catholic Review. One relates to the reci- 
procity treaty with Brazil, and the Review concludes: “It is- 
not too soon, therefore, for the Catholica of the United 
States to determin how far their influence shall be a factor 
in our new relations Catholics may rest assured that Prot- 
estant thought and Infidel opinion will exert their power to 
gain what footholds opportunity may present. It is our 
duty, therefore, as American Catholics to awaken within 
our ranks a mutual interest for South America in every way 
possible.” The other is on the recent election in Spain: 
** The Conservativ or Catholic party has been triumphant in 
the elections of Fpain, and for a time peace is assured to that 
oft-distracted nation. The character of the elections is such 
as to let Catholics clearly understand where the davgers of 
the future are likely to spring. The rural constituencies 
were overwhelmingly Conservativ; the ct'y pcpulations 
were more divided and cast their votes for Socialism and 
Republicanism. The Conservativ propaganda should there- 
fore be carried on in the large cities with vigor.” And still 
another in the same line is this on Italy from the Freeman's 
Journal: The interesting dilemma in which Italy is now 
placed, naturally brings up a subject we hav already dis- 
cussed. It is the possible influence Catholics might exercise 
in shaping the ministry if they decide to take part in the 
parliamentary elections. About half of those qualified to 
vote did not »pproach the polls in the last election ; and it is 
fair to assume that the great majority of the abstainers were 
influenced by the commands of Pius IX, renewed by Leo 
XIII. Suppose that prohibition were now withdrawn, as 
the great majority of loyal Italian Catholics desire it to be. 
Suppose a new election were made necessary, and we believe 
that such will be the result of the present complication. A 
large part of the government votes at present consist of 
those who are directly or indirectly dependent upon a bu- 
reaucratic center. There are teeming thousands of petty 
officials in Italy, and they are not only supposed to vote as 
told themselvs, but also to influence their relativs. With a 
dissolved ministry this insidious power would be removed, 
and many thousands would recover the courage to vote 
according to their consciences rather than their pockets. 
Thus it would be poss} le to form a Catholic cabinet.” 
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Zetters fram friends, 


GRAND Courzz, Wasu., Feb. 9, 1891. 
Mx. Eprror: I received the Pictorial Text-Book ” and 
the Humboldt Library” all right. The picture book is the 
best thing out. It will knock more superstition to the square 
inch than any book of printed matter, as any fool can read 
the pictures. I am well pleased with the Humboldt 
Library " volume, and think it a valuable work. 
J. H. LAForI Err. 


HaNNIBAL, Mo., Feb. 15, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: Often I hav been thinking seriously why 
our leading Liberal papers do not make it a rule to compel 
contributors and correspondents to sign their names in full 
to their articles for publication. Invariably I hav made it à 
rule, and I am not alone in this, to skip such communica- 
tions. Brother Liberal, be bold, come out and do not hide 
yourlight under a bushel. Let us hav your name and ad- 

dress if you expect us to read what you write. - 

F. H. Rav. 


LrsERAL, Mo., Feb. 4, 1891. 
Mr. EpirTOR: Please find inclosed $1 for TEUTH SEEKER 
ANNUALS for 1891. I hav tried, and failed, to get subscribers 
for TRR TRUTH SEEKER, and for the Freethinkers’ Picto- 
rial Text-Book,” but I did make out to get four subscribers 
for the AxNvAL. I hav taken Toe TRUTH SEEKER ever 
since I first saw its grand old founder at the Woolcott con- 
vention, and hav bought & good many of the books, and I 
am now compelled to part company with you by my poverty. 
We are very sorry to part company with Tug TRUTH 

BEEKER, but, Good-bye. JoszPH Frirts. 


EunEKA, Car., Feb. 7, 1891. 
Mz. Eprros: I hav just read Vacant Land Ownership,” 
by J. K. Ingalis. It almost made me sick at the stomach. 
When will theorists ever get sense enough to stop writing 
for newspapers until they know what they are writing about ? 
Let Ingalls come on this coast, where millions of acres of 
good land are waiting for somebody to come and take them, 
and he will soon find that idle people do not want vacant 
land; it is cultivated farms they want. In other words, 

they want to reap the benefit of other people's labor. 
ROBERT GuwTHER. 


CREHALIS, Wasu., Feb. 3, 1891. 

Mz. EprrOx: I find that my subscription for the dear old 
TEUTA SEEKER has about expired, and not wishing that you 
stop sending the same, I remit. I cannot do without it. It 
seems to be a necessity—80 newsy, ever watchful for the lib- 
erties of the people generally and individually for their good, 
informing its readers of all the doings and actions of the sky- 
pilots to chain and enslave the people by enacting laws to 
force them from believing in common sense or reason but 
to believe with blind faith in that old heathen Bible as the 
word of God and they as his prophets, priests, and rulers. 

N. Bzzry COFFMAN. 
BARRE, Mass., Feb. 18, 1891. 

Mn. Enprroz: I am surprised that W. L. Willis should say 
in TRR Teura SEEKER of February 14th that the Brotherhood 
of Moralists hav pledged themselvs not to investigate spirit 
phenomena nor allow, if possible, anyone else to do so. It 
is a false statement. Why will anyone permit his prejudice 
to run away with his truthfulness ! 

His instructions how to form spirit circles are amusing. 
They are forty years old, and out of date. The victims then 
practiced these rules on clean“ tables and were caught, 
the same as he was caught only ten years ago, and poor 
Walser, of Liberal, Mo., was caught at a more recent period. 

May truth and good sense save him, for I can't. 

Erra E. Qrsson. 


Bastrop, La., Feb. 11, 1891. 
Mn. Epitor: I am in receipt of your last edition, and as a 
new subscriber for your estimable paper and comparativly a 
young member of the American Secular Union, I must say 
that I hav enjoyed reading the contents, and admired Wat- 
son Heston’s pictures especially. Keep on with the good 
work in exposing the follies and humbugs of the so-called 
* Christian church” and in fighting for the separation of 
church and state, and I hope the days are not far off that 
every cathedral and every acre of church property shall be 
cqually taxed with saloons and dives. Do not the churches 
produce as many jgnoramuses and idiots as the saloons do 
drunkards? Ard as the one is as bad as the other to any 
community, why not tax the church as well as the saloons? 
Inclosed find twenty-five cents for the TRUTH SEEKER 

ANNUAL of 1891. Yours for church taxation, 
IaxAOR GLASER. 


Taney, Ina., Feb. 2, 1891. 

Mz. Eprror: I am a Freethinker, and firmly disbelieve in 
the dogmatism of Christianity, which some style as God’s 
inspired word. Let me say right here that my writings. are 
just as near God's inspired word as those we find in the 
scriptures, only more truthful and less injurious. We some- 
times hear of an cccasional Jesus being born in our time, 
who comes as near being the son of God as the one some 
eighteen hundred years ago, only born of a virgin who had 
been overshadowed by a preacher. And still they say we 
must believe that wonderful book called the Bible or forever 
be damned. Who wrote the scriptures? I would answer, 
men who were very ignorant and superstitious and ill 
informed in scientific knowledge. And its teachings do not 
harmonize with the facts and teachings of nature known to 
be true. I was talking with a Christian the other day. He 
said he believed the Bible to be God's inspired word. I 


asked him if he believed in a hell, a lake of fire and brim- 
8tone, where all sinners would go. His answer was, No, he 
did not believe ira hell at all. Iasked him if he believed 
that Jesus took two thousand devils out of one crazy man, 
or enough to enter.as many swine and cause them to rush 
over a precipice and plunge in the sea and drown. Well, he 
said, he didn’t know. Poor fellow, that is just the way with 
thousands. They do not know what they are believing in. 
They hav been taught from childhood that the Bible is 80 
and they think of course it must be so. If the world could 
only hav the millions of dollars that it uses to support its 
priests and preachers in keeping the world in darkness and 
ignorance, and this amount of money used for schools, every 
person might receive education enough so they would be 
raised from darkness, and know what they are believing in 
at any rate. But Christianity from its birth has fostered 
ignorance, superstition, and falsehood. It has retarded edu- 
cation and science in this world generally. 
Nzrsow RGHOUA. 


TERRELL, Tex., Feb. 2, 1891. 

Mz. Eprror: We hav just had afour days’ debate between 
Mr. O. A. Phelps, Libéral, and Rev. Mr. Riall, pastor of the 
Christian church of this place. It resulted in a sweeping vic- 
tory for Liberalism. It caused many Liberals to come to 
light of whom we did not.know. We had the best audience 
ever assembled in Terrell on any occasion, and many were 
turned away for want of room. The debate has done us 
moré good than all the lectures we ever had by visiting lect- 
urers. One reason is, the splendid audience seemed to 
arouse more enthusiasm. Mr. Phelps is a gem. He capt- 
ured every unprejudiced person, and the church people 
think better of him than they thought they would. He is 
gentlemanly, full of zeal, and has the fire that is necessary 


| to win. He has an appointment to debate on the 17th at 


Penton, Tex., with a Baptist preacher. Much interest ‘is 
awakened, a thing so necessary in Liberalism. Mr. Riall 
defended his cause manfully, and has done himself much 
good for the courage he had. The loss is from the self- 
righteous who think their cause too good to be criticised, but 
cause Others to think they are wanting in ability and cour: 
age to defend it. Respectfully, T. C. Grass. 


WasniNGTON, D. C., Feb. 12, 1891. 

Mr. Epiror: I send this obituary: Died at Washington, 
D. C., on Jan. 28, 1891, Jacob Wolfsteiner, of Bavaria, 
Germany, in the seventy-sixth year of his age. Deceased 
was born aud brought up as a devout Catholic, but changed 
his belief entirely during the revolutionary period of 1848, 
and fled to this country ‘the following year. He was a true 
friend of, and enthusiastic worker in, the cause of Free- 
thought and reform. In 1872, after eleven years of govern- 
ment service, he retired to private life and took an activ 
interest in all the living issues of the day. The funeral serv- 
ices at the residence were simple but impressiv, commenc- 
ing with Mozart’s Prayer from ** Cosi Fan Tutte," finely ren- 
dered on the organ. In place of the usual divine, one-of the 
deceased's friends stepped to the side of the casket, enriched 
only with an emblem, ** At Rest," a beautiful floral pillow, 
and a sheaf of wheat, and delivered the funeral address in 
the German language, first reviewing the life and character 
of the deceased, and closing with a short but able discourse 
on the Religion of Humanity. According to the last wislies 
of the deceased, the remains were taken to Baltimore, Md., 
and cremated in the Loudon park crematory in the presence 
of the relativs and a large number of friends, including sév- 
eral prominent physicians. O. L. WOLFSTEINER. 


Irava, Irr., Feb. 9, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror : Hon. John E. Remsburg, of Kansas, was 
with us on the 8d inst., and. spoke to about one hundred 
persons. His subject, grand indeed, was Thomas Paine. 
Those present, even those tinctured with Christianity, were 


carried away with the masterly and scholarly manner iin 


which he handled the subject. One gentleman said, ** If our 
ministers knew as much of Christ as Mr. Remsburg does:of 
Paine, and if they would or could use as beautiful language 
and avoid-abuse as he did, they would convert the world "— 
just what Paine is doing through Ingersoll, Remsburg, and 
other disciples. . : 
Some who heard Mr. Remsburg do not agree with him 
because they hav not read as much history—but they admire 
him as a man, and a great many are sorry they did not 
attend the meeting. The papers here praised him for his 
beautiful tribute and manlysayings. Remsburg had no con- 
demnation for any candid belief, and beautiful words iof 
praise went out to those who hav different views, if honest. 
His comparisons of Paine and his maligners were unique 
and truthful. All who hav a chance to hear him should not 
fail to do go, for his brain is rich in thought, fertil and invit- 
ing in sentiment. Truth is what the people want, and what 
as their minds grow they will hav. The speakers of truth 
hav always been slandered and persecuted, but truth will 
shine like fixed stars long after the manly lips that spoke’ it 
are cold in death and the slanderer and persecutor hav sunk 
into insignificance. C. 8. RANDOLPH. 


LI 


Norra AunELIUS, Mion., Jan. 27, 1891. 

Mr. Eprros : Not seeing anyone has written anything from 
this part of the devil's heritage, I thought I would scratch a 
few lines to you. I think I can see in this section where I 
liv that the people are getting more Liberal than they were 
twelve years ago. I hav had a great many talks with my 
neighbors since that time on the subject of religion, and they 
hav got so that they will not say much about this religion. 
I made one of the preachers acknowledge in my house that 
the old Bible is a forgery, and also acknowledge that the 
written account of Moses’s death must hav been written by 
some one else. We had a long talk. We did not differ 
much. He was quite Liberal in his talk. I liv about one 


mile and a half from the Baptist and Methodist church 
combined. Some of them think that Iam a very bad man, 
and I presume I am, like the rest of Infidels. The preachers 
do not come to my house very often. Some of my neighbors 
try to get them to come and talk with me, but they will not 
come. They tell them that I will not abuse them in talking 
with them, but they do not come. I was invited not long 
ago to speak. before the Patrons of Industry at the schoo!- 
house. I told the committee if they wanted me to speak on 


‘the subject of equal taxation I would do so, and they said 
that was just what they wanted, but some did not think that 


I would go in for taxing all church property. I tell you 
that some of them were very uneasy in their seats, but they 
did not leave the house. I hav found out since that as a 
general thing I was well liked. I am not much afraid of 
them. f 

I want all the readers of your valuable paper that belong 
to the Farmers’. Alliance to write what is going on, so we can 
all keep posted. I read very carefully that small article by 
Mr. John W. Abbott. I think I shall get before the Farmers“ 
Alliance before long, and speak on equal taxation of all 
church property. JoszPH LAKE. 


CzwTRALIA, Kan., Feb. 8, 1891. 

Mz. Eprror: Allow me space in your valuable paper to 
correct or contradict the statement made by your correspond- 
ent, Mr. Wm. B. Lewis, of Mound City, Kan., in your last 
week’s issue. He says in his article that Prohibition pro- 
hibits in Kansas, except only in a few cities like Leaven- 
worth, Wichita, etc. Mr. Lewis's statement looks very 
absurd to a citizen of Kansas, and is far from the truth. On 
the contrary, I àm bold to say Prohibition does not prohibit 
in Kansas, and I will giv you a few facts to prove my asser- 
tion. At the fair held in Atchison last fall there were many 
saloons run openly iu the city, without the customary green 
screen up at the door. On the fair-ground there was a large 
Stand where eight men were kept busy dishing out beer to 
the thirsty crowd. At the reunion of old soldiers held in 
Topeka last fall there was beer sold within two blocks of the 
capitol. I speak from personal observation. Mr. Lewis 
would only hav to visit any railroad depot in northeastern 
Kansas to satisfy himself of the falsity of his statement. 
Alla person has to do in Kansas is to send his hard-earned 
money to Missouri and his order is speedily filled, either for 
beer or whisky, and by the empty beer cases and kegs 
around the. railroad stations it looks as if Prohibition did not 
prohibit by any means. I will state that I am opposed to 
the saloon and consider it a curse wherever it is allowed to 
exist. Iam also opposed to hundreds of thousands of dollars 
going out of the state of Kansas, as they now do, every year 
for whisky and beer. I think it would be much better. to 
hav an optional high license and allow every man and woman 
over twenty-one years of age a chance to vote whether they 
would hav a saloon in their town or not. Mr. Lewis speaks 
of a new party in Kansas. Does he mean the Prohibition 
party? I will state for his benefit that the vote polled in 
this place last election was over three hundred and there was 
barely one Prohibition vote cast, and this is a first-class or- 
thodox town, I am sorry to say, with two churches running 
in full blast the year round. I will ask if Mr. Wm. B. 
Lewis is a subscriber to the grand old Trura SEEKER. The 
reason I ask the question is, his article looks very suspicious 
to a Kansasite, and sounds more like a good Methodist than 
a Liberal. Yours for truth, A. H. BoNsTEEr. 


Saw Quentin, Car., Feb. 10, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrog: Through the kindness of Brother Wood I 
hav had the great pleasure-of enjoying a feast by reading 
your most worthy paper. In my opinion the name should 
be changed to ** Truth Speaker,” for it contains more solid 
truth than any paper I know of. It is a pity that we hav not 
more of the same kind in this great country. But rest as- 
sured of one thing, and that is this, the copy which finds ita 
way every week to this hotbed of crime is like a ray of sun- 
Shine to many of the benighted, priest-enslaved minds who 
caught their first gleam of reason's pure light by hearing 
words of truth read by either Brother Wood or myself from 
the columns of your free and brave little paper. 

In the hopes that I may awaken some sleeping mind 
through the columns of Tue TRUTH SEEKER by a few ideas 
plainly expressed, permit me to state, I am an Infidel not by 
reason of having read Infidel works, such as Paine's Age 
of Reason," Voltaire’s works, or, in fact, any work on Infi- 
delity, but I became an Infidel by studying the Bible. And, 
as previously stated, I hope I may awaken some poor be- 


‘nighted mind by a few remarks and quotations from this 


greatest of impositions. I expect to be damned by many of 
the so-called Christian fraternity when I say, all gods, all 
religions, all Bibles, are but the creations of man, and are the 
tools by and through which priests and preachers hold their 
subjects willing and voluntary slaves. Religion does not 
appeal to reason, common sense, or the laws of nature, but 
it does appeal to man’s superstition—his weakest part, the 
twin sister of ignorance. Once dispel man’s superstition, 
and that moment religion wraps her dark robes around her 
and beats a silent, reluctant retreat. If men and women 
would sit down and study the Bible as they would any other 
book, they would soon detect behind its golden promises the 
cunning hand of the priest. But no, they leave that to the 
priest or preacher to do for them, and the result is that not 
one in every twenty thousand has ever read a chapter of the 
Bible in his life. Itis to all such I wish to address my re- 
marks. First, let me say that the whole Christian edifice 
stands upon the truth or falsity of the first book in the Bible, 
to wit, the book of Genesis. If it is unauthentic, and conse- 
quently unreliable, of what value is the whole book? None 
whatever, because this book tells us who made the world, 
and how long a time it required to make it. It tells us how 
man was created, and what was required of him by his cre~, 
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ator. In fact, it purports to giv us the history of the entire 
création, and claims this knowledge to be imparted to man 
by the creator himself. Is this true? Emphatically I 
answer, no. i 

Now, reader, let us look into the book itself, and ponder 
well as we read. It says, In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth.” What does this prove? Well, 
my dear readers, it proves that the author lived in the pres- 
'ent tense, and was speaking of an event in the past tense— 
this, and nothing else. Consequently he knew as little 

-about the beginning of creation as we do, which is more 
clearly proved by the subsequent verses. He tells us the 
earth was without form and void. Then how did it exist ? 
and why designate & non-existence as an earth ? Again, he 
tells us, And darkness was upon the face of the deep.” 
Deep what? Deep air? Ah, no, for in the next line we are 
told that the spirit of God—not God, but the spirit of God— 

** moved upon the face of the waters,” thus leading the mind 
of man to infer that boundless space was filled with water, 
in which the earth was created and submerged. Think of 
it, ye sages, would a publisher of this age be so unmindful 
of the reputation of his hotise as to dare publish such an as- 

- sertion in the face of the present sciences? Let us look a 
little further. And God said, Let there be light, and there 
was light.” (He did not make the light, but commanded it 
to appear.) And we are also told that he divided the light 
from the darkness.” How did they get mixed? And the 
light he called day, and the darkness he called night, and 
the evening and the morning were the first day.” Now, 
please remember, the sun has not as yet been created. This 
great event, or feat in legerdemain, was not performed 
until the fourth day. Now, the question is, What consti- 
tuted the first light? from whence came it? and whither did 
it go? It could not hav been the sun. Do we not know 
that without the sun there would be darkness? In fact, its 
absence creates our nights, and without its presence life, 
whether animal or vegetable, would surely die. Let this 
book tells us in chapter i, verses 1 and 2, that the earth 
brought forth grass, herbs, and trees at word of command. 
To prove that the whole space was filled with water, we are 
told in verses 6 and 7 that God made a firmament, or said, 
“t Let there be a firmament ” in the midst of the waters. What 
for? Why, to divide the waters.from the waters. And 
God made the firmament and divided the waters which were 
under the firmament from those which were above the firm- 
ament,” etc. 

Just think of it! Does it require a man with a college 
education to account for such balderdash as this? No; 
that poor ignorant author thought when he saw the rain 
falling in torrents that there was as much water above him, 
held in subjection by the great curtain of blue, as there was 

. around him on the earth. He knew nothing of the law of 
attraction. He never saw a dog-sun in his life, and if he 
had he would not hav known what it was. He was totally 
ignorant of every science now known to man. He imagined 
the stars to be so many luminous. headed spikes, by which 
the firmament was held in place. His entire knowledge of 
astronomy is embraced in five words, He made the stars 
also.” Think of God's great knowledge! Why, my dear 
readers, this author could only speak of what he saw, not of 

' what existed, consequently the whale is the only fish spoken 
of in the whole fish creation (see verse 21). This author 
tells us that God made everything before he made man; in 
fact, he came near forgetting man altogether ; notwithstand- 
ing he is the first historian of the creation (and there are 
several, as shown by this book), yet he does not even hint at 
the manner of our making, or even giv us a name, but leaves 
that to the second author, whose history begins at the fourth 
verse of the second chapter. Now, please note the difference 
between these two accounts. This author, No. 2, has a 
great imagination. He tells us that God made the plants 
and herbs before they grew, before they were in the earth. 
Thus he tries to account for vegetation. 

And he reverses the order of things by saying, or showing, 
that he made man before he made the animals. In fact, as 
shown by verses 19 and 20, when he had made the animals 
he (God) paraded them before Adam, to see what he would 
name them. (Why did not God name them?) And this 
author says, But for Adam there was found no helpmeet 
for him.” Can it be possible that God expected to finda 
helpmeet for poor Adam among the animals? Now, friends, 
this author plainly proves that the world had grown old 
enough and the people had so far advanced in the knowl- 
edge of metals that they knew gold when they saw it, and 
were good judges of its quality. It was good," as shown 
in chapter ii, verses 11 and 12. 

This author (No. 2) also shows us that labor was nota 
part of the curse on man for his disobedience, for we find 
that Adam was the first gardener. And strange to say, 
author No. 2 tells us all about how man and woman were 
made. We are indebted to this author for the rib story. 

In hig third chapter he tells us why the woman was 
named Eve—“ because she was the mother of all living.” 
Now, this proves that this author also.was in the present 
tense and speaking of the past, else how could she be the 
mother of aij living, when we are told that Adam and 
Eve were the only people on earth, and it could not hav 
reference to Adam, who was created first and of whom 
she was a part? 

Time and space will not permit of my referring to all the 
passages in this book which clearly prove it to be the work 
of man, and that, too, at a much later date than it claims 
This author shows that God was ignorant of the acts of his 
own creation, as shown in Adam and Eve eating the for- 
bidden fruit; and also in the case of the murder of Abel, as 
he asks Cain, What hast thou done?" etc. This author 
tells us of the number of Adam's children, and shows us 
that people knew the. uses of iron and brass, and also of 

musical instruments, such as organs. My! bow those peo- 


ple progressed !—and all acquired during the life of the first- 
created man. We are told that men did not call on the 
name of the Lord until after the birth of Enos. Then, 
friends, follows the third author. In chapter v he seems to 
be a positiv fellow, and so anxious is he to hav his account 
received as the only authentic one that he tries to giv the 
entire genealogy of man, but he gets knocked out in the first 
round by showing his utter ignorance of the lives of Cain 
or Abel, but commences his account of Adam's family with 
the birth of Seth, when Adam was one hundred and thirty 
years old. This author tella us that God made man male 
&nd female, and called their name Adam. He never heard 
of Mother Eve, but declares that a certain holy man, Enoch, 
never knew death. Here we see the hand of the priest play- 
ing upon the credulity of the people. Author 2 would 
hav us believe that there was a time when serpents walked 
on their tails, which must hav been before the curse, and in 
chapter iii, verse 19, we are told that poor Adam was cursed 
to eat bread in the sweat of his brow. So we must infer 
that prior to the curse, although he labored in the garden to 
till and keep it, he did not sweat a drop. 

But to proceed. The entire book of Genesis shows God 
to be one of the greatest ignoramuses that could be thought 
of. He knew nothing of the character of the very men 


whom he designated as just men, as in the case of Noah, 


who was the second man on earth to curse his fellows, and 
who was the first to make strong drink and the first one to 
get drunk. God’s judgment of character was about as poor 
as his own character was cruel and changeable, if we can 
believe his book. And strange to say, all of his selected 
servants were of the same class as himself. The character 
of this man-created God embraced all of the worst passions 
known to humanity. He loved.the smell of blood. His 
covenants made with man were witnessed and signed in the 
blood of the innocents. His orders to Moses show him to 
be more of a fiend than the devil. Why, the devil was a 
saint compared to him. The devil never ordered the mur- 
der of innocent children, or made it a crime punishable with 
death to be à mother. Why, friends, this man-created fiend 
actually slew the first-born of Egypt, himself, and passed 
over the land at night to carry out his hellish work. But, 
‘strange to say, his power of discernment was as frail as that 
of his judgment. As we are told that he ordered the Israel- 
ites to smear their doorposts with blood. What for? Why, 
so he would not make a mistake and kill a babe of his own 
people.. Is there a man of intelligence that believes this 
story? He had no use for married women; no, nothing but 
virgins would suit or satisfy his black lust or that of his peo- 
ple. His word was as unreliable as his nature was cruel. 
He declared that he would destroy man from off the face of 
the earth, but scarcely had he made this threat when he re- 
membered Noah and his family. Why? Because he was a 
just man, and all of. his generations were perfect. Was this 
true? If 80, how is it that so much sin is still in the world? 
God, having seen his mistake, confuses the people's tongues 
at the tower of Babel. Thus do they account, or try to, for 
the many languages on the earth, thus showing that the fiood 
and Babel story was also written at a late date, possibly at 
about the time when Moses established his tabernacle. 

The church would hav us believe that God is merciful. 
The entire book proves to the contrary. The church would 
make us believe that the patriarchs were saints and God- 
loving people, but the book clearly shows that they were 
idolators and a barbarous people, having no settled dwelling- 
place. They took no stock in God, as shown by the remarks 
of Jacob, If God will be with me and will keep me in this 
way that I go, and will giv me bread to eat and raiment to 
put on, so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, 
then shall the Lord be my God” (Gen. xxviii, 20, 21). And 
remember that this chosen servant had robbed his brother 
Esau of his birthright through the connivance of his mother, 
and he had just robbed his Uncle Laban not only of his stock 
but of his idols also. Abraham was no better, for he palmed 
his wife off as his sister, and received remuneration for his 
act. And Isaac tried the same scheme, but it did not work, 
as we find that the same king (Abimelech) could not be 
fooled the second time. This book shows us that this God 
was one of the finest accoucheurs that the earth ever saw. 
In fact, he was an adept at the business, as shown in the 
cases of Sarah, Leah, Rachael, and others too numerous to 
mention. 

His (God's) ambition knew no bounds. He loved titles. 
First he is known as God. Then follow, Lord God, Lord 
God Almighty, That I Am, Iam That I Am, Jehovah, Ter- 
rible, and other titles too numerous to mention. Weare told 
he always sided with the weak, but the'book shows he 
thought more of the tribe of Judah than all of the others 
put together, and we find it was in point of numbers the 
strongest tribe of the twelve. We are told that nothing is 
impossible with this God, but in Judges i, 19, we are told, 
“And the Lord was with Judah, and drove out the inhabit- 
ants of the mountain, but could not drive out the inhabit. 
ants of the valley, because they had chariots of iron.” This 
most holy book shows that God was proficient in legerde- 
main, or sleight-of-hand business, and taught it to Moses. 
He was very partial to volcanoes as a place to reside in, and 
nothing pleased him so much as to talk through fire or burn- 
ing bushes. He preferred as associates the greatest whore- 
mongers (David). They were men after his own heart. 
And an incestuous beast (Amnon) was certain of pardon. 
He could order the death of innocent children but spare a 
harlot and her family simply because she secreted his spies. 
In fact, he preferred the harlot's house in which to make his 
covenant concerning the land of Canaan. In fact, there is 
nota crime known to man which he has not committed. 
He even stoops to catering to the devil to settle an argument, 
by putting a few more boils on poor Job. 

Now let us look at the other character, 
We are told by the same book that he at one time aspired to 


-be chief God in heaven. I don’t wonder at it. 


This infor. 
mation we receive not in the first book, Genesis, but in the 


last one in the Bible, Revelation, and we gain this informa. 


tion from a spiritualist. We are next told that the devil 
tempted woman and man, God’s first work. He next aspires 
to tempt God's only begotten son (oh, what ambition !), hav- 
ing previous to this (his Jast act) tempted God himself to 
further afflict poor Job. Did the devil ever damn a man's 
soul to hell? No. Is there any account of him ordering the 
murder of women and children, or promoting a man to 
priesthood because he had murdered a man and woman, as 
Phineas did? No. Did tne devil tell the woman the truth ? 
Yes, and God so acknowledges it, and admits he was afraid 
that man might put forth his hand and eat of the tree 
of life, and liv forever. Is there one word in the whole 
book that shows the devil to be a comparison to God for 
cruelty? No, not one. If this is true, why are we taught 
to fear him? Now look at his physical construction, com- 
posed of part animal, as bat's wings, and human hideous- 
ness, If the authors gave God a heaven, they must giv the 
devil a dwelling-place also, so they gave him hell. Please 
look at the material of which heaven is composed—jasper, 
in fact, all of the precious stones found on the earth, and ita 
streets paved with gold. Its inhabitants (angels) are beau- 
tiful women. (Did you ever see a bearded angel? No.) 
Do they hav any useful vocation in heaven? No, nothing 
but playing a harp and singing hosannah. Why is this? 
Simply because the people of that day—or even of this— 
would not want to go there if they had to work. How was 
hell first conceived of? By that poor savage author looking 
on fire and also through suffering pain. 

Now, my dear readers, from whence sprang all of this 
worse than nonsense? I will tell you. It is the teachings 
and writings of priesthood, originally derived from a prehie- 
toric race of idolators or fetich-worshipers, who through 
their incomprehension of what they beheld, and ignorance of 
the laws of nature, conceived the idea of & God. When 
they heard the roll of the thunder and saw the flash of the 
lightning, they imagined a higher power than themselvs. 
And we still find on earth people who prove this conception 
to be true—people who never saw a Bible or heard a priest 
chant of God's mercy and love. 

Now let me speak of the impostor Christ. I will giv him 
the credit of never once directly claiming to be the only son 
of God. He always left that to others to say forhim. In 
fact, we hav not one word of his writing, not even his auto- 
graph. He always called himself the son of man. He, too, 
obtained control of his subjects through sleight-of-hand per- 
formance. In fact, there is a great similitude between his 
methods and those of Moses. Moses turned water to blood; 
Christ turned water to wine. Moses gave his people manna; 
Christ gave his followers bread and fish. Moses cured cases 
of leprosy; Christ healed the sick and raised the dead. 
Moses died and no man knows of his sepulcher to this day; 
Christ ascended up to heaven. So it goes. If we find a 
main incident in the life of Moses, we find also a similar 
scene in the life of Christ. Moses’s birth was attended with 
danger; so was Christ’s, so much so that his mother and 
father had to take him to Egypt. Thus we see that one 
religion copies after its predecessor. And please remember, 
there hav been several Christs on earth; and what is more 
strange is the fact that they all claim miraculous concep- 
tion. As the Old Testament shows an entire ignorance of 
nature’s laws, particularly of astronomy and of mineralogy, 
80 does the New. In the Old we are told that in the hills of 
Canaan one can dig brass (think of it); in the New, we are 
told that men were raised from the dead notwithstanding 
they were decomposing. We find the Bibles of other relig- 
ions, and find also that they antedate our own in age, and 
we also find almost the same language in both. Now the 
question is, Which one borrowed from theother? But what 
is stranger still is the fact that the pagan Bibles giv God the 
best character, far kinder and more merciful, not cruel at 
al. Does this not seem strange? And yet because an Infi- 
del declares the Bible of the Christians to be the work of 
ancient and modern priests, he is told he is unfit to liv.. 
Does their Bibleteachlove? No. The Old Testament says, 
“ Leave nothing alive that breatheth ;” and Christ says, I 
came not to bring peace but a sword,” etc. Is this the sen- 
timent of love in either case ? They tell us we hav a soul to 
be saved. Hasscienceever discovered such anorgan? No. 
And notwithstanding the Christian believes this to be true 
that he has a soul, he as a rule is more ignorant of his Bible 
than an Infidel. The. Christian tells me that God so loved 
the world that he sent his only begotten son, etc. Is this 
true? Do we find this assertion in the Old Testament? No, 
itis in the New. Is love born of fear? Another thing— 
Who was Christ’s heavenly mother? If he was with God 
ere the world was made, and is the only begotten son, who 
was his heavenly mother? Not Mary; she was of the earth. 
And again, who were the sons of God (not son)? Who 
made wives of the daughters of men, spoken of in Genesis 
vi, 2? One would naturally believe, if man’s soul was so 
important an organ, that people would be better and 
acquaint themselvs with their holy book. When an Infidel 
tells a Christian that God came down on earth especially to 
tell a priest how to make hair oil or how to rob a bird’s nest, 
he will not believe it. But it is all there. Well, the world is 
getting wiser and better every day, not through religion but 
the eternal laws of science. Science has given us all the 
blessings we now enjoy. Religion has given us discord, 
paupers, and bloodshed. Science has made us happy and 
prosperous on earth. Religion curses us here and damns us 
hereafter—if there is a future. Science has made true men 
and women free and happy. Religion has made them false 
and unhappy, and made them slaves. May the day soon 
come when every church will be a seminary of learning snd 


that of the devil. | every preacher an honest man &nd a true teacher. 


Pror. WM. PATTERSON, 
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Children’s Corner. 


ited by Miss Susans H. Wixom, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Oorner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


Prisoner Jim. 


A desperate, dangerous man, 
Bent to pri«on for life— 

He was qu'ok at mutinous plan 
And eager to stir up Btrife. 


Sulky, morore, and forbidding, 
Oeld, repul iv, and gr m, 

With al ways a word most stinging, 
Such was prisoner Jim. 


A varty of visitors went, 
In leafy June one day, 

To see where the lawless were sent— 
The prison old and gray. 


Among them was one little girl, 
With cheeks all rosy-red, 

With the sun-gold caught in the ourl 
That crowned her lovely head. 


The feet of the obild grew weary 
Olimbing the prison stair ; 

With seeing the prisovers dreary 
And walle so bleak and bare. 


Near by, as sullen as ever, 
Hard at work in his place, 
Stood the convict, Jim, with never 
A smile upon his face. 


© Come, Jim,” said the guide, would you mind 
Helping the child upstairs? 

She's tired, and is lagging behind, 
Wearied of our affairs.” 


The convict turned, frowniug ard fierce, 
And look of defiance oast, 

Asif with his eyes be would pierce 
The hearts of all that passed. 

Two little hands uprajsed vear by, 
Softly a voice lisped, ** Yea, 

If you vit, Mister Jim —I—I— 
I will—kiss you—I guess !? 

Jim glanced at the child, and a moan 
Was heard within the place 

That grew bright with the light that shone 
From one sweet baby face, 


Then, tenderly as a father, 
Lifting the little maid, 

Jim looked as though be'd die rather 
Than she should be afraid. 


He oarried the child on his arm— 
To bim ‘twas saintly bliss, 

When she turned with innocent charm 
And touched his lips with a kiss. 


At the top of the stairs she said, 
Laughing in joyous glee, 

As she patted Jim on the bead, 

Now, won't you please kiss me?” 


The convict paused, with questioning look 
At those who stood apart; : 
Then, close a8 the leaves of & book, 
He held her to his beart. 


With white and trembling lips he kissed 
The lace upon her gown; 

And from his roughened face was missed 
The old-time ugly frown. 


„I think, Jim, ard I b’lieve it’s true,” 
Said she, I seem to aee 

That somewhere, Jim, 'way cff, that you 
Knew a wee girl like me." 


Jim blushed to the roots of his hair, 
By that sweet voice beguiled ; 

While slowly be went down the stair, 
Crying juat like a child. 


None knew very much of the man, 
Or whom his friends might be; 

For since he was under a ban, 
From him all seemad to flee. 


But, since that day a joy has lain 
Upon the convi^t grim, 


And the prison does not contain 
A beiter man than Jim. 


— Suran H. Wizon in Housewife. 
— 9 $—9—— —— ———— 
Say, “Jack Robinson.” 


Dear Youre FRIENDS: What a funny 
thing to say!” I think I hear some of my 
young friends of the Children’s Corner ex- 
claim. Do you know why I ask you to say 
it? Because you will never strike a blow, 
or say an angry word, or do any act of hasty 
temper, if you pause long enough to say this 
simple phrase. I saw such a terrible thing a 
few days ago that I could not help but think 
of the very many bright boys and girls to 
whom my word of warning might not come 
amiss in the beginning of the new year, and 
80, if kind Miss Wixon will let me, I will tell 
jt to you. 

Two boys, evidently ‘‘ partners,” were 
cleaning the snow off a sidewalk near my 
home during the last snow-storm. They had 
been at their cccupation some time, and the 
older boy was not in the best of humor. It. 
may be that hunger or cold, or misery in, 
some of its manifold forms, made him so—I 
do not know. But if he had stopped to say | 


* Jack Robinson" he would not be in the 
terrible plight he is in now. His “ partner? 
wa8 working too slow for him, and he spoke 
sharply to him. This the other boy resented ; 
words ran high and, sooner than I can tell it, 
the older boy, with a face distorted with 
anger, plunged a large clasp-knife into the 
eye of his companion, inflicting a terrible 
.wound. The poor fellow sunk to the side- 
walk screaming with pain, while the other 
boy, too frightened to run, was taken in 
charge by a police officer who, like me, had 
been an eye-witness of the sad occurrence. 
The wounded boy was quickly hurried into 
the hospital ambulance which soon came 
dashing up, where it was discovered that the 
sight of his left eye was gone forever. The 
other wretched actor in the little tragedy was 
sent to the House of Refuge. It is to be 
hoped he will Jearn to keep his temper within 
bounds, and I also hope some kind friend 
will teach him the simple, easy plan of say- 
ing “Jack Robinson.” If ne learns that 
simple but valuable lesson he will never again 
be guilty of such a terrible act. 

One more true story and I will draw my 
little lay sermon to an end. During the '70s 
the United States government issued orders 
that the Modoc tribes of Indians were to he 
removed to the Kiamath reservation. The 
orders stated that they were to be moved 
peaceably if possible, but, if necessary, force 
was to be used. The peaceable way was not 
successful, and suddenly the soldiers sur- 
rounded the Indian camp. A “pow-wow” 
was Held and, after some little talk, pro and 
con, the Modoc chief advised his people to 
lay down their arms. They all obeyed him 
with the exception of one brave. 

Thís brave, it seems, had seen his father 
murdered by a mob of white men about a 
score of years before while going to warn 
80me other white people cf danger from an- 
other tribe of Indians, who were hostil. A 
lieutenant was told by the officer in charge to 
disarm the Indian. Instead of obeying or- 
ders he told the Modoc, with oaths and in- 
sulting epithets, to lay down his arms. This 
the Indian refused to do unless he was asked 
properly, adding that he was no dog." 
Thelieutenant drew his revolver. 'The In- 
dian was equally quick with his; both pulled 
trigger at the same instant, and both fell dead. 
Poor Indian! He deserved a better fate. 
An Indian war was the result. Before the 
ill-used Modocs were conquered the govern. 
ment spent probably three millions of dollars, 
and not less than two hundred lives were lost, 
exclusiv of Indians. 

Ik that officious lieutenant had only said 
Jack Robinson; how much misery and cause- 
less bloodshed would hav been avoided! 
And 80, boys and girls, when you feel the 
flush of anger mounting to your cheek, try 
my simple little plan. 

If a schoolmate is not honorable and plays 
you à mean trick, don’t scold or strike; say 
Jack Robinson. Is your teacher unjust or 
partial? Don’t say the rude words you feel 
tempted to; say Jack Robinson. And when 
you come home from school or shop, if you 
hav any ugly looks or cross words, don’t 
carry them in to mother. She has troubles 
and trials enough. 

If you don’t think you can answer her 
loving smile and kind Swords, say Jack Rob 
inson before you cross the threshold, and all 
your cares and bitter feelings will melt away 
before you hav turned the knob. 

If Miss Wixon will let me, and you want 
me to, we will hav another talk soon. 

Your friend, Epwarps ROUSSEAU. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

————9—4-.9—— — — 
Correspondence, 
Darras, Trx , Feb. 2, 1891. 

Miss S. H. Wixon, Dear Madam If worthy, 
giv my suggestion space in the Corner—to 
me it is the most interesting part of the cor- 
respondence, and the children must be en- 
teriained. When not so weary, I will write 
more and add other suggestions to ** progres. 
siv good.” As I say to others, criticise even 


to censure if needs be, but forgiv letters and 
pen. ! 


Please hav the form of affirmation printed 

in the Corner. 
Respectfully yours, J. V. Mvrxs. 

[Form of affirmation : ** You do solemnly, 
Sincerely, and truly affirm that the evidence 
you shall giv in this case shall be the truth 
to the best of your knowledge and belief, 
and this you affirm." "The witness responds, 
“ I do."—Ep. C. C.] 


: Samora, ILL.. Jan. 80, 1891. 
Mrs Susan H. Wixon, Ma amie: As lam 
a subscriber—almost the youngest—to THE 
Terura SEEKERB, and a reticent reader, I deem 
it discreet that I should sound the blaring 
bugle anent bibliology. 


Religiously, I am a Freethinker ; politically, ' 
a Republican. 

My vocation is that of a tiller of the soil. 

** Plowing is paramount to praying,” says 
Colonel Ingersoll. In my estimation the 
horny hand that holds the plow is more pious | 
than the sacred palm pointed in prayer. I 
believe the Bible as an aggregate a burbarous 
book, & man-made volume of inconsistent, 
immoral, and preposterous precepts. 

And in this communication I propose to 
substantiate my statements with indisputable 
facts, instead of faith, miracles, and myths. 

It is exceedingly more expedient to love 
and adore our associates than to love a dead 
deity (Christ). We can aid them, we cannot 
aid him. I do not believe in a triune god- 
head, that mathematical mistake—one is 
equivalent to three, and three is equivalent 
to one. f 

I believe in the gospel of grandeur and 
goodness. My motto is, ‘‘The sweet now 
and now,” and “The good time’s coming, 
boys." Not the mechanical monotony ” of i 
„The Sweet By and By,” which excites our 
laughter. I approve Thoreau’s sublime 
thought, I liv in the present. I only re. 
member the past, and anticipate the future.” 

Idon't think we are possessed of positiv 
proof of a future life (Eccles. iii, 5; ix, 5) 

The clamoring creeds” feign to believe 
that a grain of faith is adequate to remove a 
mountain. . 

I believe in facts, which are demonstrated 
truths. 

MAR is evidence of things incomprehensi- 
ble. 

I denounce any doctrín that inculcates such 
absurdities as this: Cursed be he that 
keepeth his sword back from blood." “I 
come not to bring peace, but a sword.” 

I find in 2 Sam. xii, that David, a man 
after God's own heart," slew Uriah and then 
abducted and committed a crime with his 
(Uriah’s) wife. I find in Genesis a disgusting 
account of Lot’s depraved deed. 

Lack of space precludes my penetrating 
deeper in those aberrant dogmss. 

The Children’s Corner has a talented corps 
of contributors, such as Annie Stockinger, 
Sadie Magoon, Geo. J. Remsburg, and that 
sweet warbler of the West, Mary Baird Finch. 

Miss Elda 8. Billings, I will answer your 
letter soon. : : 

I hav attained the age of twenty. 

CHAS. D. MoBRIDE. 

P.8.—I hope you'll accept my humble 
contribution. I highly appreciated your 
poem entitled, When Womanhood A wakes.” 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 
C. D. MoB. 


Sr. ELO, TENN., Feb. 9, 1891. 

Miss Susan Wixon, My Dear Sister My 
two young cubs, Hoza and Lores, are very 
much interested in the Corner, and Heston’s 
pictures. They are growing pes be perfect 
little heathens. When TRE Taurs SEEKER 
arrives there is no peace until the Corner is 
read, and the pictures explained. Some of 
the pictures are enough to make a turtle 
laugh. 

They think I can answer any question. but 
there they are greatly mistaken. They book 
me often. 

They hav been reading about the discovery 
of America by Columbus, and the voyages 
and discoverles by other early navigators. 
Now they come at me with these questions, 
and I am fioored : . 

Who paid the men? What wages did they 
receive; or were they to share in whatever 
discoveries were made? The king and 
queen of Spain furnished and fitted oat the 
snipsfor Columbus: what remuneration were 
he and his men to receive if successful ; or if 
unsuccessful, what? f 

Can you enlighten us three little boys, and 
all of our cousins ? 

Very truly yours, L. L. Goopwin. 


[It was with great trouble the expedition 
was fitted out and started. King Ferdinand 
had no faith in Columbus or his project. 
He was against it, and declared there was no 
money in the treasury. Queen Isabella, like 
many another large-hearted woman, bravely 
said: “I undertake the enterprise for my 
own crown of Castile, and will pledge my 
jewels to raise the necessary funds.” 

Columbus signed an agreement on his own 
terms. It contained five articles: 1. That 
he and his male heirs should hav the office of 
admiral over all lands he might discover, with 
honors equal to those of the grand admiral of 
Castile. 2. He should be viceroy ‘and 
governor-general, with right to name gov- 
ernors for the king’s approval. 8. Heshould 
hav One-tenth of the net value of pearls, pre- 
cious stones, gold, silver, etc., found within 
lands of his discovery. 4. That he and his 
lieutenants should be sole judges in all dis- 
putes that might arise between his jurisdic- 
tion and Spain. 5. He might at any time ad- 
vance One-eighth in any venture, and receive 
a corresponding share of the profits. These 
documents were signed by both the king and 
queen, but it was Isabella who defrayed all 
the expenses. 

Some of the men accompanying Columbus 
were paid in advance, how much is not, per- 
haps, known. O.hers were impressed, and 
by this means the full complement was se- 
cured. The ship commanded by Columbus 


had sixty-six men. The other two vessels 
were of smaller size, with fewer men.—Ep. 
C. C.] 
ILLWLL—————————————É————— 

Ar the conference of Catholic priests of the 
archdiocese of New York, last week, there 
was proposed for their decision the case of an 
imaginary priest called Albertus, a moderate 
Socialist, who believed he had a right to at- 
tend those meetings in which the property of 
individuals in land was attacked, and who 
went to two confessors, the first of whom 
condemned him for attending the meetings, 
while the second said he had a right to go to 
them, but that he should not, for the sake of . 
peace and to avoid giving spiritual offense to 
weaker brethren. The case to be discussed 
had been constructed so that it would fit the 
auti-povertyites. Archbishop Corrigan and 
Vicar-general Preston, who presided, had 
two papers, by Father McMahon and Father 
McGovern, read. Both maintained that 
Albertus was wrong in contending that the 
matter of attending the meetings was merely 
political and beyond the province of ecclesi- 
astical authority. It was an ecclesiastical 
matter, because it was a question of right and 
wrong. For ages the church and the world 
hav recognized the right of individuals to 
property in land. Although the doctrin 
which denies such right has never been ex- 
plicitly denounced, the church has implicitly 
condemned it by her action. She has accu- 
mulated property in land. For these reasons 
the first confessor was right in condemning 
the action of Albértus. The course pursued 
by the second confessor, who told Albertus 
he had a right to attend the meetings of the 
moderate Socialists, but ought not to for the 
sake of avoiding scandal, was condemned by 
both priests. They held that, as the author- 
ities had decided it was wrong to attend the 
meetings by making such attendance a re- 
Served case—that i8, & case in which only the 
bishop or some one delegated by him can 
giv absolution—the priest had no discretion 
in the matter. All he had to do was simply 
to act according to the law. Whatever his. 
private opinions might hav been, his public 
action as a priest should hav been in harmony 
with the judgment of his superiors. The 
point was made in the conference that if the 
second confessor gave absolution to Albertus, 
that absolution was not valid on account of 
the reservation that had been put on those 
who atteaded the meetings of the moderate 
Socialists. At a session of the same body a 
few days after, Archbishop Corrigan thor- 
oughly reviewed the questions brought out 
by the thesis. He quoted authority from the 
holy see to prove that the doctrin of the 
moderate Socialists was against the teachings 
of the Catholic church. There was noth- 
ing left of Albertus when the archbishop got 
through with him,” was the way a priest 
who attended the conference put it to a Sun 
reporter. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 
Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 800pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
or Boys and Girls. 12mo; 883pp., $1.25. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Ohildren’s ‘Story-Book ever Tesued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- . 
trated Covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
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L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


- regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 
tian Church. The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Christian ohuroh are thirty- 
nine poor. broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. Think 
of a minister’s praying God to kill grasshop- 
pere or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
ake a orusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!” Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


Price. 5 cents. ] 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 

Church. Price, 5 cents. 
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TRUTH .SEEKER LIBRARY. 
“he World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 


Reformers. ‘The Biographies of 
three hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
present. By D. M. BENNETT. 1,075 pages, 
8vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50, 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions.  Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to ** The World's 
Sages,” etc. By D. M. BENNETT. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


su 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a full account of all the gods the nations 
of ihe earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ing qudaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. Bennett. Written in prison at 
bany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


pernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1, 115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leat! er, $5.0C. 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 


Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Commoa Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
whole r` eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis. of Religious Belief. An 


examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
COUNT AMBERLEY, Son of the late Lord 
Tohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Uomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00, 


Oe $ . 

The foregoing volumes are called The 

Truth Seeker Library." If all are ordered to- 

gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


B. F. UNDERWOOD'S WORKS. 


Es 


FORSALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


says and Lectures. Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place, of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual. 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 


Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 


300 „ paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. pee eer 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


Ch 


ization. 25 cents. 


ristianity and Materialism. 
cents. 


15 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 


Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism: its Meaning 


and Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistie 


Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po. -cieal and Religious 


Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 


Materialism and Crime. 


Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 
10 cents. 


Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents, 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 


10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo- 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. 


logical. 20 cents. i 


A four 
days’ debate between B. F. Unperwoop 
and Prof. O. A. Bunazss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188 pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 


nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Jo Marries, Fully reported, 


terialism and Crime; will the Coming 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 cents. ,- 


A Truth Seeker Around- the-World; 


The World's Sages 


‘From Behind the Bars. 


The Humphr 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. 


D. M. BENNETT’S WORKS. 


ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Four large volumes. With a steel-plate 
engraving of the author in Vol. I., and 
each volume illustrated with forty-seven 
cuts. Handsomely bound in red cloth, 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
Tocco, gilt edges, $10.50. 


Thinkers, and 


Reformers. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 
$3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, 


$4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
.1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; Ieather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Two Volumes. 
Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per 
volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes; in 
eae $7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, 


A series of 
letters written in prison. Over 700 pages 


Price $1.50. 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A. series 


of letters written during a visit of ten 
weeks in Europe. Giving some account 
of the International Freethinkers’ Con- 
gress held at Brussels, to which Mr. Ben. 
nett was a delegate, followed by a de. 
scription of what he saw in England, 
France, Holland, and Italy. The letters 
from Rome alone are worth the price 
of the book. With a steel-plate portrait 
of the author. 850 pages. . $1.50. 


The Semitic Gods and the Bible. 


Treating upon the gods of the Semitic 
nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 
pages are devoted, showing that book to 
be à very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov- 
ers, 60 cents; clotn, $1. 


Judaism, Christianity, and Moham- 


medanism examined. historically 
and critically. It is thought to be the 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 500 large pages. 
Price, $1.50. 


Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, 


Essays, and Lectures. 


Paper covers, 75 cents; 


-Bennett Discussion. 
A debate on Christianity and Infidelity, 
between D. M. Bennett and Rev. G. H. 
HuwruaEy. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is a splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 


700 pages. 


bors. 550 pages. Price, $1. 
Bennett-Teed Discussion. Between 
D. M. Bennert and Cyrus Romuros R. 


Teen. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections to Christianity? 


A discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 
G. M. Mars, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new nor 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

BRNNRTT affirms; Mar denies. This is 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the Unitea 


States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustice 
was perpetrated upon Mr. BENNETT, 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


L terrogatories to Jehovah. Bein 


3,000 questions propounded to his Jewis 
Godship upon a great variety of subjects. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


First 

Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 

ing many church incidents and his evolu- 

tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 
eloth, 75 cents. 


The Bock ef Chronicles of the Pil- 


grims in the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle t¢ 
the Zrv*h Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 


Apostle to the Truth Seekers 
10 cents. 


The Great Religions of the World. 


10 cents. 

Open Letter to Samuel Colgate. 
10 cents, 

An Hour with the Devil. 10 cents. 


Sinful Saints and Sensual Shepherds, 
10 eonig. a . } 


|The Humboldt Library of Science 


In this series are well represented the writings of 


DARWIN, SPENCER, HUXLEY, TYNDALL, 
OLIFFoRD and other leaders of thought in 
time, at 50 to 75 per cent. lower than usual price. 


Prootor, 


our 
8. 


We have the Library bound in Complete Sets, ag 


follows : 


OLD SrxrE.—In. this style the volumes average 


840 pages 8v0, and are arranged thus: 


. I. Nos 1-12 vol. VI. Nos. 60-70. 
WR po 44 . Af. MENS 
4 III. c 2e36| „ VIIL. —— „ El-9L. 
e IV. * 387 48 + IX. * 9-108 
. V. „49-59. X. ** 104-111 


Cloth, plain edge», $2 vol. (Separately or in sets.) 
Half seal, marble edges, $2.75 vol. (In sets only.) 


New Brvrg.—Nos. 1 to 111 inclusive, are boun: 
18 Yolg., averaging 492 pages each, 8vo, thus: 


Cloth; extra, red edges, $1.75 per Jol. $22.75 per, 


Half seal, plain edges, 2.25 

Half seal, marble edges, 2 50 “ 

Hif Mor., marble edges, 2.75 4 
In sets only. 


All of the following are octavo, cloth: 
WORKS BY PROFESSOR HUXLEY. 


Man's Place in Nature, Numerousill.; & 
The Origin of Species. 2 books in 1 vol. 
ThePhysical Basis of Life & other Essays. 
Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. 
2 books in 1 vol. . è . . . 
Animal Automatism, and other Essays. 
Technical Education, and other Essays 
2 books in 1 vol. " t 
WORKS BY OHARLES DARWIN. 


Origin of Species by Means of Natural 
Selection; or, the Preservation of 
Favored Raceg in the Struggle for Life. 
New edition from the latest Eng, edition, 
with additions and corrections. A 

Descent of Man, and Selection in Rela 
tion to Sex. With illustrations. New edi- 
tion revised and angmonted.  . 1 

Formation of Vegetable Mold Through 
the Action of Worms, with Observa- 
tions on their Habits. ith illustrations. 


Charles Darwin: His Life and Work. 
By Grant Alen. . ‘ . » 
SELEOT WORKS BY GRANT ALLEN. 


The Evolutionist at Large ; 
Vignettes from Nature; and 
Force and Energy: A Theory 
namics. 3 books in 1 vol, ‘ 
WATER, ELECTRICITY, AND LIGHT. 
PROFESSOR TYNDALL. 
Forms of Water in Clouds and Riv. rs, 
Ice and Glaciers, 19 illustrations. 
Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. 
Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. 
3 books in 1 vol. . . . 
WORKS BY HERBERT SPENCER. 


The Data of Ethics. d s : ; 
Education: Intellectual, Moral, and Phys- 

ical; and. T 
With 


of Dy- 


Progress: Its Law and Cause. 
other Disquisitions. 2 books in 1 vol. 
he Genesis of Science. 
The Factors of Organic Evolution. 
2 books in 1 vol. š . E 


3ELECT WORKS OF RICHARD A. PROCTOR, 
FE. R. A. S 


Light Science for Leisure Hours. 
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
Hereditary ‘Traits, and other Essays. 
Miscellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 
Notes on Earthquakes, with 14 miscel- 


Janeoug Essays. 
6 books in 1 vol. . . " 


din 


get. 


75 


5 


AU 


1.00 
BY 


+ 1.00 


45 


75 


1.50 


SELECT WORKS OF WM. KINGDON OLIF- 


FORD, F. R. A. S. 
5 and Thinking. 
The Scientifle Basis of Morals, and 
other Essave. 
Conditions of Mental Development, and 
other Essaye. . : 

The Unseen Universe, and the Philogo- 
phy of the Pare Sciences. . 
Cosmic Emotion: Also the Teachings 

of Science.. 
5 books in 1 vol. . . è . 
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SELEOT WORKS OF EDW. OLODD, F.R A.8. 


The Childhood of Religion. 
The Birth and Growth of Myth. 
The Childhood of the World. 
3 books in 1 vol. „ M va CES 4 
SELECT WORKS OF TH. RIBOT, 


1.00 


Translated from the French by J. Fitzgerald, M.A. 


The Diseases of Memory. 

The Diseases of the Will. 

The Diseases of Personality. 
8 books in 1 vol. 8 © 

THE MILKY WAY. 

The Wonders of the Heavens. 32 ilus. 
By Camille Fiammarion. 

The Romance of Astronomy. By R. 
Kalley Miller, M.A. 


1.00 


The Sun; its Constitution,its Phenomena, . 


ita Condition. By Nathan T, Car:, LL.D- 
8 books in 1 vol. . . A . 
POLITICAL SCIENCE. 
Physics and Politics. An application 
of the principles of Natural Science to 
Political Society. By Walter Bagehot 
author of “The Eng. Constitntion," an 
History of the Science of Politics. By 
Frederick Pollock. 2 books in 1 vol. 
THE LAND QUEATION. 
The History of Landholding in Eng- 
land. By Joseph Fisher, F. R. H. S.; and 
Historical Sketch of the Distribution 
of Land in England. By William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M. A. 2 books in 1 vol. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Mystery of Matter, and The Philos- 
ophy of Ignorance; and : 

The Essential Nature of Religion. By 
J. Allanson Picton. 3bookginivol  - 

Science and Crime; and 

Science and Poetry, with other Essays. 
By Andrew Wilson, F. R. S. E. 

2 books in 1 vol. „ VEL e 
(Continued in next column.) 


1.00 


7% 


7 


B 
The 


| 


HUMBOLDT LIBRARY (Continued), 
Current Discussions in Sciences and 
Scientific Aspect of Some Familiar 

Things. By W. M. Williams, F.C.8. 
2 books in 1 vol. OMNE NES 
The Black Death. An Account of the 
Great Pestilence of the 14th Century; and 
The Dancing Mania of the Midd'e Ages. 
y J.F. C. Hecker. M. D. 2 books in 1 vol. 
Naturalist on the River Amazon, 
A Record of Adventurer, Habits of 
Animals, Sketches of Braziliap and Indian 
Life and Aspects of Nature Under the 
Equator, during Eleven Years of Travel, 
by Henry Walter Bates, F. L. S., Agsis. Sec. 
to the Reyal Geographical Society of 
England. ; 2 
The Rise and Early Constitution of Uni- 
versities, with a Survey of Medieval 
Education. By S. 8. Laurie, L L.D., 
Professor of the Institutes ard History f 
Education in the University of Edinburgh. 
The Religions of the Ancient World, 
including Egypt, Assyria and Babylonia, 
Persia, India, Phoonicia, Etruria, Greece, 
Rome. By orge Rawlinson, M.A., 
Camden Professor. of Ancient History, 
Oxford, and Canon of Oanterbury, au- 
thor of “The Origin of Nations,” The 
Five Great Monarchies,” eto. 
Fetichism ; A Contribution to Anthro- 
pology and the History of Religion. By 
Fritz Schultze. Translated from the 
German by J. Fitzgerald, M. 
Money and the Mechanism of Exchange.. 
By W. Stanley Jevons, M. A., F. R. ., Pro- 
fessor of Logic and Political Economy in 
the Owens College. Marchester. e — . 
On the Study of Words. By Richard 
Ohenevix Trench, D.D., Archbishop of 
Ublin. . . D . 2 . ° D 
The Dawn of History: An Introduction 
to Pre.Historio Study. | Edited by C. 
F. Keary, M. A. of the British Museum. 
Geological Sketches at Home and 
Abroad. By Archibald Geikie, LL.D., 
F R. S, Director-General of the Geological 
Surveys of Great Britain and Ireland. . 
Illusions: A Psychological Study. By 
James Sally, Author of Sensation and 
Intuition, “ Pessimigm," etc. —.  . . 
The Pleasures of Life. (Parts I. and II.) 
By Sir John Lubbock, Birt. 2partoin]. 
English Past and Present. Parte I. 
and IL) By Richard Chencvix Trench. 
2 parts in 1, Complete. OON DM ' 
The Story of Creation, A Plain Account 
of Evolution. By Edward Clodd, F.R.A.8. 
Over 89) Illus. . . 
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IRON-CLAD AND MANNA SERIES 


IRON-CLAD SERIES. 

1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............ 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 
4 Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 

Underwood. . . . . v 
7 Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Mueller... 
8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison. .. 
9 Relation of Witcheraft to Religion. Lyall. 

10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin. 

11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. ` Marvin 

12 Tyndall’s Belfast Inaugural, and. Portrait.. 

13 Essay on Miracles. David Hume........... 

14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 


15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents? 
5 


Charles Bradlaugh. ...... ... . . . 

16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 
17 Logic of Life, Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 

18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake.......... ; 

21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts.. 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts. 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts....... 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts. 
26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts . . . 

28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
vers6? Austin Holyoake.......... . 

30 Philosophy of Secularism. Chas. Watts... 
31 Has Mana Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh........ 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 
39 Labor's Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh....... 
40 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure M. G. H.. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 
44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 
ew Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 

41 Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition cf the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 


MANNA SERIES. 

1 Original Manna for God's chosen.“ . 
3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 
5 200 Questions Without Answers m 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin. ...... ............ 

7 Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian....... 

8 Search After Heaven and He). A. Holy- 
Oake. esee . .. . . . . . . . nnt 6 . 

9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh. 
10 A Few Words about the Devil. T 
11 New Life of Jacob. eee eee esdeedee dete 
12 Daniel, the Dreamer. Austin Holyoake... 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. Holyoake 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H. 
15 Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 
17 Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh... 
18 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh.... 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlangh... 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per oz... 
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Truth Seeker Traots. 


Norz.— These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution as Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, when received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
ete. To allow much to be done in this way with 
a little money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollar's worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars! worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. . This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers, The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton's Letter. Bennett........ 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood. 


35 Moving the Ark. Bennett. 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D.D.... 
38 Christianity not a Moral X. Y. Z 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam. . . eee 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
41 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.... 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
62 Marples- Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett... 
58 Prophecies. — Underwood... . ee 
62 The Jews and their God......... 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers............ 
64 Ills we Endure— Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No.2.Rev.Theologicus, D.D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
10 Vicarious Atonement. J. S. Lyon. . 
71 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman. 
73 Foundations. John Syphers. ......... 
74 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett. 
75 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett. 
76 Reply to E. F. Brown. Bennett. . 
11 The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett. 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A. G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps.......... 
89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson. 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates. ...... 
91 Our Ideas of God. B. F. Underwood 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers................ 
97 Special Providences. W. S. Bell. 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker . 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday. . 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell. 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 1 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro..... 
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107 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown. . . 
110 Invocation to the Universe. + Bennett. 
311 Reply to Scientific American, Bennett... 
112 Sensible Sermon. Rev. M. J. Savage. 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett. . . . 
714 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
15 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
316 The Sunday Question. Bennett. 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston. . 
219 The New Faith. Stoddard... eere 
120 The New Age. W. S. Duende 1 
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122 World's Great Religions. Bennett. . . . . .. 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and * Ob- 
server... . —j—ôů—Ly(—.—97ẽ—:Æ 0 
524 Sinful Saints. Bennett. 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann. . .. q 2 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 
der wood... . . . . . . 
130 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford.. 
134 Talks with the Evangelists..... 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James. 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper.. 
140 Astro-Theology . . . . sats 
341 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher............ 
242 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon. 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins....... 
348 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus.. 
149 Age of Shams . . . . . 
145 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin. . 
150 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 
Wakeman . . . 1 
251 What is the Bible? M. W. H..... 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas. 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway.......... 
255 Co-operation Society's Redeemer.......... 
2156 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley........ 
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259 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting. 
160 Sabbath Observance. Coleman. 
161 Protestant Persecutions. ............e . . 
162. Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 

Jail. Bennett. . . 
164 Bible Impeached. Chapman 


S SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Els- 
burg, M. D . . . . . 
2 Evolution: Homogereous to Heteroge- 
neous. Underwood 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin. 
5 Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M. D. 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. MeCarroll. 
T Death. Frederie R. Marvin, M. D. 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate.... 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 10 
10 The Evolution T5eory—Huxley's Three 
Lectures q . æ . eee ees, LO 
11 Is America New World? Dawson... . . . . 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. B. Brig! OM. Diss e 8 
48 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 


— 
wo ww oa do do M D D 


webu % € 


Modern Symposium... ... ...... . . .. . . 10 


Ses mete at head ef celumm, ° 


25 10 | 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
LARGEST AND MOST POPULAR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL IN 
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at $3 per year, by the Truth Seeker Company, at 
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INFIDEL DEATH-BEDS, 


By G. W. FOOTE. 


“IDLE TALES OF DYING 
HORRORS.” 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Contains a Sketch of the Life and Death of 
Bruno, Buckle, Comte, Helvetius, Hugo, Hume. 
Owen, Paine, Strauss, Volney, Voltaire, and 
nearly ninety other prominent Freethinkers. 


Paper. Price, cents. Address this office. 


Science in Plain. Language, 


I. EVOLUTION, ANTIQUITY, BaAOTEBIA, Ero. By 
William Durham, F. R. S. E. 


II. ASTRONOMY, Sun. Moon, Stars, Ero. By Will- 
iam Durham, F. R. B. E. 


These handy series of volumes on science—of 
which the above works form the first two num. 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply a popular need. 

The price of each is 50 cents in cloth. 

address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass, says 


My Medical Discovery seldom takes hold 
of two people alike! Why? Because no 
two people have the same weak 
spot. Beginning at the stomach it goes 
searching through the body for any hidden 


|humor. Nine times out of ten, inward 


humor makes the weak spot. Perhaps 
it's only a little sediment left on a nerve or in 
a gland; the Medical Discovery slides it 
right along, and you find quick happiness 
from the first bottle. Perhaps it's a big sedi- 
ment or open sore, well settled Somewhere, 
ready to fight. The Medical Discovery 
begins the fight, and you think it pretty 
hard, but.soon you thank me for making 
something that has reached your weak spot. 
Write me if you want to know more about it. 


The Candle From Under the 
Bushel 


Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And fo: the Consideration of Others. 


Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, — = 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WETTSTEIN’S. 


WORLD-RENOWHED WATCHES, 


Beat grades American Rtem-winders : In silver 
ine cases, 7 Jewels, $7.50; Y ewels, $8; 11 jewels, $9 : 
15 jewels, $10; do. adjusted, $16. In 3 ounce coin 
silver cases, $8.50 more; 4 ounce, $4.50, and 5 
ounce, $6 more In best filled gold cases, open 
face, dust proof, 7 jewels, $16; 9 jewels, $16 50; 11 
jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $15.50: do. adjusted. 
$24.50. unting, $22; $2250; $23; $24; $80. 
Ladies’, same duality, 7 jewels, $17; 11 nen 
$18.50; 15 jewels, 5.5. 14 karat solid gold, $10 
more. The famous, 


New Model otto Wettsteln Watch, 


16 jewels and all modern improvements, $3 
more than above adjusted watches. No watob 
in the world competes with it. Finer watches up 
to 5200. 411 such prepaid, guaranteed 1 year, and 
cash refunded if not satisfactory. All filled gold 
cases warranted by manufacturers 20 years. 
Beware of New York World's 10 karat and spurious 
cages. Watches. cleaned, best work, $1; springs, 
$1, otc. and returned free. 


ESTABLISHED 1857. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle. IH. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York, 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


MS WANTED S tian 


Qoportunity. Geo. A. Scott, $42 Broadway, N. Ya 
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AT THINE OWN HOME. 

Bend 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
specialist, for his Private Counselor ”—a valna- 

e book for young and middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It sets forth an External Appli- 
cation—A POSITIVE CURE, a8 itmatters not how 
iong standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking & speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows i8 an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 

press, He has many testimonials to the value of 

hia progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Freethought. 


Ziberal Bleetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 


ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 


Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger - 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect. 
uresand discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
st., Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 

124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 7:30. Lecturer, debates, and discus- 

sions on all important secuiar subjects. Pres- 


ident, Henny Brep; Secretary, ConA BELLE 
FLAdd. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa. 
n : 


o 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
Routh 2d street, Brooklyn, E «at 8 P. M., every 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat- 


| form, free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 


Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood ata., at 2:80 and 7:80 P. M; for lectures and 
free disoussions on religious and social questione 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Trutl 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand &tcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGETON, Bec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun, 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Tug TRUTHS BEEKER and Investt- 
gator are solicited. R. G. SMITH, Cor. Bes. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis,, Liberal Club 
Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. ` 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 p.m. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. -F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Beo. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:80 P. M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolir, 
Minn. J.F.MACOMBER;Preg.; LEROY BEBRIER, Bec. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular m etings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, B.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

RANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o’clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in the publio 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. Frank Mozsz, Cor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 
Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 
and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr's 
. Everybody invited, MRS. R. M. BERBA, 
Pres.; J. H. MoWILLIAMS, Rec. Seo. 


The Walla Walla Libcral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 pm. in Grand Army 
hal, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Disoussions.— Original 
and Bblected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDER, Sec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 
Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. Riok, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OnmARLES BREA, Seo. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


RY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
Thea Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayotte Place, New York. 


Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at 
this office. Price, 50 cents. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. TRE LisEBAL HyaN.Boox contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
n ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, W. ght, Green, Underwood, Mra. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by ail who hav examined it. Price, 

Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER s 


85 cents 
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diews of the Week. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 28, 18901. 


Gems. of Ghonght.. 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS| GODS AND RELIGIONS 


AND REFORMERS. y" r 
Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


FRANCE has instituted a court to pass upon Teachers, Skeptios, Innovators, Founders of Vol. J. Give a Full Account of all the. Gods, in-| Fon centuries a scepter combining the form 
all laws cr other governmental action touch- New Schools of Thought, Eminent. Bolen- cluding Chad, Vir in Nerv. and tlie Bite of a cross and a bludgeon was the significant 


ing labor matters, to consist of sixteen work- 
ingmen, sixteen employees, sixteen men 
versed in labor affairs, six members of the 
lower house of the national legislature, three 
from the senate, and seven from institutions 
of learning. À 


Cowanzss is consider- 
ing many schemes of In- 
dian management. 
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A NEw count of sects 
in Eagland makes them 
251, against 40 a century 
ago. 


Tur lately hostil Sioux 
chiefs hav just been on 
5 vet to Washington, 


Tue Senate has passed 
the bill appropriating 
$135,000,000 to pensions 
for the year. 


A STEAMSHIP fireman 
named Sadler has been 
arrested as “Jack the 
Ripper.” 


Kansas is considering 
adding state and national 
suffrage to the municipal 
suffrage its women now 
possess. 


Tur Sunday Closing 
Association of England 
js making renewed en- 
deavors to enforce Sun- 
day observance. 


Tr is said that Roman- 
iem bids fair to overrun 
Persia and rule in place 
of the ancient religions 
of Assyria and Babylon. 
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BraANLEY will giv to 
General Booth, for the 
Salvation Army, all the 
costly gifts he bas re- 
ceived from crowned 
heads and other persons. 


Germany will allow 
members of. the Free 
Religious Society to hold burial serv‘ces with- 
out obtaining permission of the local clergy- 
man. 


Tax Farmers’ Alliance in forming its third 
party will not ally the Nationalist or Com- 
mon wealth party, or the Socialist, as they are 
too Radical. i 


GENERAL BHERMAN's body was conveyed to 
its burial-place at St. Louis with impressiv 
military demonstrations in the cities and 
towns through which it passed. | 


SIXTEEN workmen’s clubs or associations, 
some Catholic, others without any religious 
profession, hav joined together in Ghent, 
Belgium, to form a ''Workmen's Anti- 
Socialist League." 


GLADSTONE is heading a movement to dis- 
establish the Church of England in Wales, 
for the reason, he says, that abolition of the 
exclusiv privileges of that church will de- 
velop the religious life of the country. 


Perer Heraren, of Minneapalis, three 
weeks ago shot Miss Christian Peterson be- 
cause she rejected his love. Oa the 18tha 
detectiv discovered him near Kingston hold- 
ing a revival meeting in the family of Jens 
Oleson. 


LraiLaTION to giv every town in Massa- 
chusetis that is without a public library 
books worth $100 on condition that the town 
make annual additions. has revealed that of 
the state’s 851 towns 248 already hav public 
libraries. e 


Last year's immigrants hav been reported 
thus: Germany. 68,058; Italy. 93,248 ; Aus- 
tria, Hur gary, 56 074; Russia and Poland, 
40119; Sweden, Norway, 33.570; Ireland, 
32 604; Eogland, Scotland.29 959; Denmark, 
8 220; Switzerland, 6 436: France, 4 200; 
Holland, 3 209: Belgium, 2 118; Portugal, 
£63; Turkev, 540; Greece, 278; Spain, 144; 


total, 356 310. 


From the uproar in Canada over the com- 
ing elections, one might believe that the prov- 
inces are on the verge of civil war. 
ultra-loyalists, in inflammatory language, ac- 
cuse the Liberals of treason, charge them 
with getting up conspiracies, denounce them 
as enemies of her majesty’s government, 
-allege that they are bribed with American 
-greenbacks, and threaten to make wholesale 
-arrests of the annexationists. 


SzoRETARY GIBSON of the whisky trust has 


guise $25 000 to blow up a distillery at Chi- 
-cago that refused to enter the trust. The 
proof seems complete, as the dynamite was 
handed to the detectiv and is produced, and 
incriminating letters to bim are exhibited. 


The 150 operative in the distillery were to be benefit the Fair itself, the people of Chicago, and the visitors to the Fair, 


blown up with it, and even the agent was to 
perish by an unexpected explosion and thus 
the crime be hid and the $25,000 saved to the 
fend. 
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tists, eto. (who were not Ohristians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; mor., g. e., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT.. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. 
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0,835pp. Vol, IT. Desoribes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the Wor:d. 

8vo,957pp. Oloth, $3 per vol.; the 

2 volg., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocoo, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 
| i 
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emblem of tyranny. With the aid, nay, in 
the name, of the Christian hierarchy, the 
despots of the Middle Ages elaborated a sys- 
tem of subordination of personal freedom to 
autocratic caprices, which, by comparison, 
makes the tyranny of the Cx.ars a model of 
liberalism. Every im- 
portant function of so- 
cial and. domestic life 
was subjected to the con- 
trol.of arbitrary func- 
tionaries, armed with 
irresponsible power or 
with a system of oppres- 
siv penal by.laws. Cen- 
sors suppressed every 
symptoms of visible or 
audible protest. Every 
chool was a prison, 
every judgment.seat a 
star-chamber. Peasants 
and mechanics had no 
voice in the councils of 
their rulers. The merit 
of official employees was 
measured by the degree 
of their flunkevism.— 
Prof. Felix Oswald. 


Nor in the Bible, but 
in the Koran, do I finda 
sentence that best enun- 
ciates the great need of 
the hour-—reform in 
civil service of the repub- 
lies. It reads, ** A ruler 
who appoints & man to 
Cffice when there is in 
his dominions another 
man better qualified for 
the position, sins against 
God and against the 
state. Chadwick. 


Tur world, after all 
our science and sciences, 
is still a miracle (i. e., à 


AN EXAMPLE OF SOLOMONS SMARTNESS. 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER, 


“ The ‘shame itself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. . 
i 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity? 
BY GEORGE JAOOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New Yo . 


And the king said, Divide the living child in two, and giv half to the one and half to the other.—1 Kings iii, 25. 


thing to be wondered 

at); wonderful, inscru- 

table, magical, and more, 

to whompoever will think 
of it.— Carlyle. 


1S THIS YOUR SOH, MY LORD? [Liberty in Literature 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
lished at this office. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 
bequest to Philade Iphia by the Ohristian 
churches and Young Men’s 
Christian Associa- 

on. 


By Rron. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CANGE 


Pub- 


and Tumors CURED : no knife: 
book free. Drs. GRATIGNY & DIX, 
No. 163 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 


= I pore on myself, there 

is that lot of me ard all so luscious, 

Esch moment and whatever happens thrills 
me with joy, 

I cannot tell how my ankles bend, nor 
whence the cause of my faintest wish, 

Nor the cause of the friendship I emit, nor 
the cause of the friendship I take again. 

That I walk up my stoop, I pause to consider 
if it really be, 5 

A morning. glory at my window satisfies me 
more than the metaphvsics of books. 

— Walt Whitman. 


Aschmed the cause of things to secret 
proprieties hath arrested and laid asleep all 
true inquiry.— Bacon. 


Men wil only truly think for themselvs 
when they learn that the evidences of ** God's 
truth" are all around them, not in musty 
manuscripts, copied, altered, erased, defaced, 
and *'restored," but in the glorious book of 
nature, which admita of no forgery, no eras- 
ure, no lie.— Robert C. Adams. 


TEE miraculous has nothing to do with 
the moral.—4ngersoll. 


Tux fountain-head of all good actions ig 
not to be sought in the belief in Gad or in 
immortality or in whatever is connec'ed with 
them, but in the conviction that it is the duty 
of the individual to act in the manner which 
is recognized as good and useful by society.— 
Buchner. 


To the World's Columbian Exposition Commission: 

Learning that there is an organized movement among the more conservative church people—manipulated by a 
* Sabbath " organization—to induce your honorable body to close on Sundays the World's Fair, to be heid in 1893 in 
Chicago, the undersigned respectfully put in this counter petition, and ask that the Fair may be open to the public on 


each Sunday of its continuance. 


We ask this for the following reasons : 
1. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 


2. That public morality may be subserved by providing a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 
resort when no moral amusements are available. 
3. As a matter of justice also to the people of Chicago who have given of their means to make the Fair possible. 
tens of thousands of whom can visit the Fair only on a general holiday; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 


The the Fair, whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are entitled to great consideration at your hands. 


4, For the public good. The opening of the Fair on Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 
do so; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. This is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and, therefore, the only standard by which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 

5. It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 


receipts. 


6. To the objection that Sunday opening of the Fair will destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 
been indicted for offering a detectiv in dis- would be exactly the opposite. The more beautiful you make Sunday, the more attractive, the more noble and varied in 
its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be to change its character, the less danger there is that employers 
will ever have the power to transfer it from its present position to the days of toil. With choice of Sunday occupation 
restricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average workingman would choose to keep on laboring. 

7. Finally: Opening the World’s Fair on Sunday will harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 


thereby conducing to municipal prosperity, 


individual education, public morality, and the development and good of the whole country. 


Name. 


r 


| Town. 


| State. 
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A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REF ORM. 


Batered at the Post.Ofüce at Kew York, B. Y., an H ee NAAT, 


Vol. 18. No. 10. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.| 


New York, Saturdav. March 7. 1891. [28 LAFAYETTE PL } 88.00 per vear. 
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Hotes and Clippings. 


TRR Central Presbyterian gays: ** Thetruth 
is, that there seems to be a craze in certain 
quarters for human machinery within the 
church. There seems to be a want of con- 
fidence in the efficacy of the agencies and 
means which our Lord has instituted. It 
is a aubtle form of urbelief creeping into 
the church.” É 


Hens is a comical rebuke bestowed upon a 
lawless youth by a Georgia judge: Young 
.man, you were blessed with a noble and ex- 
emp'ary father, who ipculcated in your young 
miad the principles of honesty an’ virtue, 
and a pious mother who nightly offered up 


prayers for you; instead of which you go| 


around stealing ducks!” 


New Lokk city rejoices in a Lambs 
Club." Col. Robert Ingersoll is an ardent 
Lamb. A young man asked him the other 
day if he thought it a sin to gamble. “A 
sin!” exclaimed the genial colonel. *‘ No, sir, 
a blessing. Come and see us gambol at the 
Broadway Theater next Tuesday afternoon, 
I'll giv you my views then.” 


A Roman Catholic priest writes that at 
this time of the year many of the sick expe- 
rience an increase of sadness and loneliness. 
and to do something to lessen the trials of 
these dear ones ig a pleasant duty of Christian 
charity.” The application proposed by the 
priest consists in sending to the sufferers a 
little water from the grotto at Lourdes.” 


Tae Indians feel very cross over the way 
their messiah acted and hav now lost all faith 
in their strange belief, because the messiah 


did not render them assistance in their hour 
of need. The ghost shirt is now regarded 
by them as nothing better than an ordinary 
piece of cloth or sheet. Their fanatical belief 
in the power of the shirts to protect them 
from all harm has almost entirely disappeared, 
for the present, at least. 


HA MEMCRIAL has been sent to Congress,” 
said a lady, asking tkat body to make pro- 
vision for submitting the question of female 
auffrage to the yote of the American peop!e. 
Tam opposed to it for the reason that only 
men are to do the voting, and I hold that 
women also should be allowed to vote on it. 
It is a question on which we ought to hav 
the opinion of everybody, without regard to 
Bex,” ; 


Tn following amusing lie is cabled from 
Hamburg, Germany: A very tragic inci- 
dent occurred in the court February 221. 
Two Socialists, Sigismund and Berenson, 
were ordered to appear before the magistrate 
to answer charges of blasphemy preferred by 
the public prosecutor. Although suffering 
from acute influenza, they obeyed the sum- 
mons, and while listening to the evidence 
against them they both suddenly expired.” 


AT the Anti-Poverty meeting last Sunday 
Dr. McGlynn said: I was excommunicated 
for preaching doctrins into which, a cardinal 
told me, the Catholic authorities bad never 
even examined. I would see them al) burn- 
ing, and myself on top of the heap, before I 
would retract one word of what I said. 
Has the pope 80 identified himself with God 
that he ig beyond the pale of criticism? 
Must we wait until he is dead before we can 
criticise him ?” À 


WILL Y 


ET BE FORCED TO 


Tue Rev. Mr. Milligan, who is a candidate 
for the pastorate of the Covenanter church in 
Coldepham, Pa., and who was invited to de- 
liver a trial sermon there on the 221 ult., 
startled the congregation in the midst of the 
delivery of the sermon by saying: ‘‘ I regret 
to state that I am an exceedingly nervous 
man, and am annoyed by a young lady in the 
congregation who has been endeavoring to 
flirt with me this morning. I hav neither the 
time nor inclination to return the compli- 
ment at this time, but may do s0 later.” 


Mr. Canty bas introduced into the assem- 
bly a bil providing that cigarets sball be 
examined by tbe board of health." While 
Mr. Cahill is about it, exclaims the Sun, why 
doesn’t he bring in a bill prohibiting all 
persons from smoking cigarets, pipes, cigars, 
rattan, sweet fern, or dried pond lily stems 
without a license from the board of health ?" 
It the annual bill-fall continues to increase at 
the present alarming rate, by 1925 no citizen 
will be al'owed to breathe unless his lungs 
bav been tested by & national board of pneu- 
mometry. 


A REMARKABLE ecene, and one that struck 
part of the audience as very amusing, OC- 
curred in the Michigan Democratic state COD- 
vention on the 26h ult. After the prelim- 
inarles were gone through with Rev. Mr. E. 
R. Clark, a local preacher, was catied upon 
for preyer, and in his prayer he made a 
stump speech. The delegates were wrought 
up to a high pitcb, and when he asked the 
deity to guide the footstep3 of the conven- 
iion in the track of that grand old Democrat, 
Thomas Jefferson, “ the convention broke into 
applause. : 


NDAY L 
BLR 5 AW s 


eg? 


A FRANKLIN, Pa., dispatch says: '* Menard: 
Hutchinson, liviag five miles southwest of. 
West Middlesex, recently joined a Farmers' 
Alliance club, understanding that it was not 
a secret society and therefore would not 
come under the ban of tbe United Presbyte- 
rian church of which he was a member. 
After being initiated he found reason to 
change his mind. He determined to go be- 
fore the elders and confess that he had un- 
wittingly sinned against the ordinances of the 
church. Forgivness was extended to him 
provided he would leave the Alliance, which 
he did promptly.” 


Ar. D2s Moines, Ia., the coroner's jury in 
the case of William Pro'zman on the 21st ult. 
rendered a verdict declaring that he came to 
his death by reason of practicing the teach - 
ings of an sesociation of persons calling them- 
selva Christian Scientists.” Protzman was 
taken ill about the middle of December with 
typhoid pneumonia. He and his wife were 
believers in the doctrin of Christian Science, 
and Mra. Garren, a teacher of that belief, was 
summoned to treat the patient, who grew 
rapidly wo"se. As his condition became 
more serious, additional *‘ doctors » of the 
same belief were summoned. All established 
laws for the treatment of the sick were disre- 
garded. The patient was deprived of watch- 
ers at night, although assistance was fre- 
qnently offered by relativa and friends. 
Most of the time he was delirious, and when 
the neighbors finally threatened to call the 
attention of the authorities to the manner of 
bis treatment the sick man was placed in a 
hack and moved to another building half & 


mile distant. The grand jury will investigate 
the case. 
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what possible motiv could you hav to burn your 
neighbor's house, or cut his throat, or rob his family, 
then, that you hav not now? Does crime pay? Is 
the condition of the criminal superior to that of the 
good citizen? The criminal, whether he believes in 
God and Bible or not, is a criminal because it is his 
nature to be so, because circumstances hav developed 
the evil that is in him, and, perhaps, because churches 
hav taught him the lie that sinners can sin and yet 
escape the consequences of their sins. The murderer 
will not stay his hand from striking the fatal blow 
because he has read that Moses slew a man and es- 
caped punishment for the deed. The thief will not 
steal one horse the less because he believes that Jesus 
stole two donkeys, and rode in triumph into Jerusa- 
lem on both of them. The evil doer will not turn 
from his evil ways because he is told that all his bad 
deeds were atoned for long ago by the immolation 
of a god-man upon across. And yet men tell us 
that Bibles and churches alone prevent them from 
joining the ranks of criminals. If I did not know 
that their religion, which tells them that God sent & 
lying spirit among his prophets to deceive his people, 
led them to lie even against themselvs, I would not 
trust myself unarmed in the presence of some Ohris- 
tian believers. 

My Ohristian friend, maybe you do not cut your 
neighbor's throat because you hav a natural aversion 
to being hanged or electrocuted. Or you may hav 
no inclination to such butchery, or no motiv for such 
a deed. But if I knew that Christianity and the Bible 
were all that stood bet ween my throat and a knife in 
your hand, I would try to shoot you down before 
you came within cutting distance. 

I would rather trust to the possible risk of two 
weeks in the workhouse as a preventiv of crime than 
to all the hell-fire and brimstone the orthodox ever 
imagined. One policeman is a better guardian of the 
peace than all the horned and long-tailed fiends that 
ever visited Dunstan, and the inore fascinating devils 
that tormented Anthony. And still more, one grain 
of common-sense morality free from religious adul- 
teration is a better purifier of the world from vice than 
all the jaile, policemen, priests, and churches on 
earth combined. 

To save the world from moral error and deform- 
ity, to train men to lead virtuous lives, is a glorious 
task. Under the false pretense of accomplishing 
this task, Christianity begs our support. It would 
hav us aid it by our money and our presence in its 
churches. It deludes us into exempting its prop- 
erty from taxa'ion and feeding and clothing its ex- 
pounders for no value received. It givs people a 
book containing some gems of truth buried in such 
a muck-heap of ridiculous absurdities that it takes s 
man who has nothing else to do a lifetime to pick 
them out. It gathers, once a week or so, a few real 
or pretended believers together, and urges them to 
tell a being who is supposed to know all their 
thoughts, what they want him to do, and preaches to 
them doctrins which they hav already learned and 
previously accepted. And then it forms for them s 
system of morality to agree with those dootrins. 
The morality, like all the rest of its work, has in it as 
much of truth and goodness as it derives from 
human nature. All the rest is false and bad be 
cause it is the outcome of & false revelation. But 
common sense will sometimes operate in the mind 
of every man, woman, and child whois not a hope- 
less lunatic. It strikes at the theological founda. 
tion on which this morality is built, often smashes it 
into fragments and the whole structure falls. Then 
the pious fools exclaim, “Sse the result of skepti- 
cism and Infidelity. The loss of faith leads to the 
loss of virtue.” And well it might be so when even 
the natural virtues of these church-trained dupes 
hav been dragged from that humanity to which they 
belonged and imbedded in the sand of a theological 
system which the breath of reason could at any time 
scatter, and the tide of an advancing knowledge must 
eventually sweep entirely away. I would not giv 
two straws for a virtue which knows no better foun- 
dation than dread of hell or fear of God. There are 
toomany mercies at the eleventh hour, too many loop- 
holes to escape damnation. And if there were not, 
the man who leads a good life only because he fears 
to liv a bad one, is altogether too mean a being, too 
prone to crime in his heart of hearts, to be trusted 
in a civilized community anyway. l l 

We exempt our churches from taxation, and their 
members, or those who hav been led astray by their 
teachings, fill our prisons which we are taxed to sup- 
port. If we would teach our people to be moral, we 
must first discover in what true morality consists. 
We must separate it from the rubbish blended with it 
through ages of priestcrafi. We must learn that 
those actions are moral which contribute to the 
general good, those immoral which are injurious to 
thecommunity. For the first and greatest command- 
ment of the human moral law is this: Thou shalt do 
as thine own judgment teaches thee is good with- 
out regard to God and devil; and the second is like 
unto if, Thou shalt suffer every man and woman to 
do as he or she thinks fit to do, provided only that 
they interfere not with thine own or others’ rights. 

E. J. BOWTELL. 


Communications. 


Religion and Morals. 


All the religious beliefs that exist, or hav ever ex- 
isted, in the world, hav sprung from a craving for 
knowledge of the unknown. Oonfined within the 
boundaries of scientific investigation this craving has 
resulted in the discovery of all we know of the know- 
able. Extended into the realms of imagination and 
superstition it has caused men to accept fancied 
revelations of the unknowable. The subtle, the 
crafty, and the ambitious, uniting for the purpose of 
drawing their subsistence from the weak and igno- 
rant, formed the various bodies of priesthoods, 
through which such revelations hav been supposed to 
come, and which hav ever preyed, and still prey, upon 
the vitals of a suffering human race. The untutored 
democracy were thus brought into subjection to an 
ecclesiastical aristocracy. The next step was to sub- 
due the lay leaders of the people, or purchase their 
adherence. Priests and medicin men would not will- 
ingly permit the civil power to exercise an inde- 
pendent authority liable at any time to act in oppo- 
sition to theirs. The temporal ruler must be taught 
that the preservation of his right to rule could be 
best secured by alliance with ecclesiastical law. 
Thus au unholy league was formed for the mainte- 
nance of oppression. Man was chained body and 
soul. The doctrin of the divine right of kings to 
govern was the bulwark of the throne. The sword 

. of the tyrant was the guardian of the altar. 

To be good and faithful subjects of the church 
and of the empire, men must be trained and disci- 
plined in obedience. They must not act according 
to their own judgments of right and wrong. The 

laws of church and state must direct their actions. 
That natural code of morals which every man who 
has brains enough to know right from wrong can 
construct for himself must be ignored, or worse, 
condemned as tainted and corrupt through original 
depravity. Instead of acting with reference to re- 
sults upon the being affected by the action, men 
must conform their lives to artificial standards set 
up by designing, often wicked, teachers. Not to do 
good because it produces good, but to do the arbi- 
trary will of an unknown god, expressed through 
priest or magistrate, must constitute the moral life. 
The human beings must be clay in the hands of the 
potter. The potter was the god the fears of fools 
created. His right hand was the church, and his 
left hand was the state. ; 

Thus we find that the morals of mankind hav 
become rotten to the core, because the rottenness of 
religion has been blended with them and has infected 
them from the beginning. We meet with one who 
has no scruples in robbing the widow and the 
orphan, yet would tremble to eat meat upon a Fri- 
day. We find another who will cheat, lie, and thieve 
six days in the week, but will not do a stroke of 
honest work upon a Sunday. And yet every day 
we hear it said by people who admit that all relig- 
ions are false, that they are necessary to preserve 
morality among men. Such morals as religions giv 
us, no doubt religions are necessary to preserve. 
But the morals are as false as the religions from 
which they spring. We cannot found a code of 
ethics upon a system of lies and expect it to be true 
and good. And so we may all make use of a new 
litany and say, “ From the laws of churches and of 
priests, from the commands of kings and governors, 
from the false teachings of hypocrits and fools, from 
the ignorance of religious schools, from the caprices 
of gods, O man, deliver us. That we may be taught 
to know right from wrong, that we may acquire the 
power to refuse the evil and to choose the good, O 
man, hear us. That we may together strive to ben- 
efit each other and ourselves, that we may win in the 
fight with tyrants who hav enslaved us, that we may 
drive out the will of God and plant upon the walls 
of the temple of human right our own purified and 
ennobled free will, O man, help us.” 

We found a system of morality upon theological 
doctrins which will not stand one breath of reason. 
We hav no right to complain if such structures fall. 
We hav no cause to regret their fall. Let them go. 
In their places build a new structure in which each 
man can move and breathe and exercise his individ- 
ual liberty in perfect harmony with the liberties of 
his fellows. Let us raise higher and higher our own 
human will till it shall tower above, overshadow, 
crush, and utterly extinguish the will of God. There 
is no man or woman on earth so low and vile as not 
to be worth more than a million times all the gods 
that ever brought desolation upon the world. For in 
man and woman, however depraved, we may still find 
some capacity for good, while gods hav shown us noth- 
thing but their power to keep us in subjection to evil. 

But the climax of absurdity is reached when our 
honest Christian neighbor in whom nativ human 
goodness is so strong that, in spite of his creed, in 
spite even of the Bible he reads, he is still a respect- 
able and decent member of the community, tells us 
that but for that creed and Bible he would perpe- 
trate Outrageous crimes. Why, my good friend, 


4891. 


The Religion of Charles Bradlaugh. 
Much has been written of late of Mr. Bradlaugh as 


a man, a politician, and a social reformer ; but very 
few writers hav had the courage to view him, as I 
propose to do in this article, in the light of a religious 
reformer. 


And yet, considered from this point of view, sub- 


sequent ages will probably regard Mr. Bradlaugh as 
one of the mightiest workers for religious reform 
the world has ever seen. 


It will naturally be asked, What do I mean by 


religion ? 


The late Matthew Arnold once defined it as 
* morality touched by emotion,” and this definition, 
which is large and comprehensiv, comprises what the 
wisest and best among men now regard religion in 
its essence to be. 

Mr. Bradlaugh, I am aware, never used the word 
religion in this sense; in my judgment he was often 
too prone to accept the definitions of the more. 
narrow minded among his opponents. 

He was, however, one of the ablest exponents of 
the philosophy of Secularism, which the most emi- 
nent philosopher of this century, John Stuart Mill, 
said might well be regarded as “the religion of this 
world,” without regard to the question of another. 

And now let me clear away some of the misconcep- - 
tions of the ordinary public respecting the views of 
Mr. Bradlaugh on the greatest problems that can 
engage human thought. 

Many perfectly honest people imagin that Mr. - 
Bradlaugh was in the habit of launching forth em- 
phatic denials of the existence of God, but in this, 
as in most of the views they formed of this great 
man, unless they took the trouble to go and hear 
him, they were egregiously mistaken. 

Speaking with a personal knowledge of Mr. Brad- 
laugh of over sixteen years, I can conscientiously 
affirm that he was most cautious and guarded in his 
language on every subject, on theological no less 
than on social or political questions. 

What then did he say in reference to the question 
of the existence of God? 

Here are his exact words: “The Atheist does not 
say there is no God, but he says, ‘I know not what 
you mean by God; I am without idea of God; the 
word “ God” is to me a sound conveying no clear or 
distinct affirmation. I do not deny God, because I 
cannot deny that of which I hav no conveption, and 
the conception of which by its sffirmer is so imper- 
fect that he is unable to define it to me’” (Plea for 
Atheism, p. 3). 

How different this to the cross and brutal lan- 
guage which many people imagin Mr. Bradlaugh was 
wont to use in dealing with such a subject ! 

Having no idea of God, Mr. Bradlaugh naturally 
turned his attention to subjects the issue of which 
could be decided in this world. 

True, he criticised the Bible; but in doing so 
he never relied exclusivly upon his own critical 
powers, but always supported his contentions by 
quotations from such great authorities as Spinoza, 
Kalisch, Colenso, and others. It must be remem- 
bered also that after Mr. Bradlaugh had been 
criticising the Bible for some years it underwent 
a revision, and alterations were made which showed 
that the work of the eminent critics above named 
had not been in vain. 

It is worthy of notice also that many of the 
leading lights in the church hav since modified 
their view of the Bible, as the issue of such a 
notable book as “Lex Mundi” from Oxford dem- 
onstrates beyond a doubt. 

Mr. B:adlaugh never attempted to destroy the 
truths of the Bible—he merely pointed out some 
of its errors, many of which hav now been ac- 
knowledg3d by the leading scholars in the church. 
In time t» come, therefore, I verily believe that 
Mr. Bradlaugh will be regarded by Ohristians in 
the light of a great religious reformer. 

Turning, however, from what Mr. Bradlaugh did 
not believe to what he did believe, let me say at 
once that h» affirmed his belief in the infinity and 
eternity of existence—in other words, that an un- 
ending chain of causes and effects comprised ex- 
istence. 

He believel also in the invariability of nature's 
laws; and this naturally led him to disbelieve in 
all miracles, Ohristian and pagan alike. 

He believe l that all the good in the world was 
to be brough: about by human effort—by the em- 
ployment of material means. 

Instead of hoping that things might get better, 
he worked to make them better. No task, how- 
ever formidable, frightened him. The word failure 
he expunged very early from his vocabulary. 

He saw at a glance what was wanted, and worked 
with indomitable will and courage to accomplish it. 
He assailed injustice on every hand. When quite a 
youth in the army, an arrogant landlord stuck up a 
post forbidding persons to walk across a certain 
pathway ; young Bradlaugh looked up the law on the 
subject, pulled down the post, and stuck up in its 
place the annovnsement that the said prohibition 
was removed by Charles Bradlaugh, of the Seventh 
dragoon guards, then stationed in Ireland. 
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1 lar ip panne of his role iie ane = Letters to Workingmen, . . [They had said the laws were of the rich, by the 
ways pulling down some impediment in the path I hav dwelt upon — | rich, and for the rich, and they claimed that govern- 
of progress. began in e 1 p kakas, or | ment had become subversiv to “ life, liberty, and the 
Many of the obstacles to progress that he sought | intelligence, or at least confined to a few words and | Pursuit of happiness,” and in the words of the Decla- 
to remove were intellectual. I refer now to those the merest rudiment of knowledge. This, and this | ration of Independence, “ whenever any form of gov- 
which most people regard as religious, but which | only, distinguished him from the brute. I want to ernmenf becomes destructiv of these ends, it is the 
Mr. Bradlaugh viewed in the light of superstitions. | impress upon you this fact. I believe it is of the | Tight of the people to alter or abolish it.” They had 
And how tenaciously some people cling on to their | utmost importance in solving all questions of right | id that wealth and cunning, by the aid of supersti- 
. superstitions, even when they feel that they are no | gonduct. We must return to first principles. In- tion, had enslaved labor; that government was ma- 
longer defensible, only those who make it their duty | stinct is inherited memories and early impression | Dipulated by these to make this robbery respectable. 
to assail error wherever they find it can properly | with unconscious application, a survival of the fittest | They had said the law must be strangled, and the 
understand. modes looking to the perpetuation of the species, government abolished. They proclaimed the right 
, rhe religion of Mr. Bradlaugh may be summed up | a purely natural selection. All modes of existence | Of revolution, and prophesied the coming of the 
in the language of Thomas Paine: “All the world is | become fred in habits, even as inherited memories Storm. Like Jobn orying in the wilderness, they 
my country, and to do good my religion.” become fixed in instinct. Reason is a conscious ap- lifted up their voice in behalf of downtrodden labor. 
Mr. Bradlaugh did not believe in creede, but in | plication and introduces a new factor in evolution. | . Prepare ye! prepare ye!" It was duty that led 
deeds. i ] We begin to think and to apply ways to means and | them forth like lambs to the slaughter, and duty to 
Loet me record a few of the good things he did in | conscious selection begins, but still the instincts and | the government and the majesty of law swung them 
his day. habits of the animal are strong within us. And this from the gibbet. That government should seek to 
In the first place, he fought the battle of the free- | is why the strong were tyrants and the weak were | destroy its enemies is not to be wondered at. But 
dom of the press, and printed his paper, the National] slaves. And this is why we still are such “base, that we, the laboring poor, should join the rabble 
Reformer, “in defiance of her majesty’s government.” ignoble. slaves.” We hav voluntarily assumed the and cry, “ Orucify them! Orucify them!“ would be 
In this battle he had against him such eminent | chains of superstition, and although a large majority strange indeed, did we not know that duty bids us 
counsel as Sir Robert Oollier, Sir J. D. Coleridge | we are still the slaves of afew. The debasing influ- bot, duty to our party, duty to our government. duty 
(now lord chief justice), and Mr. Orompton Hutton; | ence in this connection has been the idea of obedi- | to our God, anything but duty to ourselvs. A West- 
and yet he was successful in the fight. After thie | ence to authority impressed upon the growing mind | ern editcr, feeling the call of duty, prints what 
great victory John Stuart Mill wrote to him and | asa duty. Children obey your parents.” That par-] Was repugnant to his own feelings, being satisfied it 
said: “ You hav gained a very honorable success in | ents could be wrong vas something the young mind | was needful to the reform headvocated. At the com- 
obtaining a repeal of the mischievous act by your | should never contemplate. Servants, obey your mas- | mend of duty he placed his head in the mouth of the 
persevering resistance.” Mr. Bradlaugh saw that] ter; his authority is just. Citizens, obey your sover. | ion of the law, and duty to society and its respecta- 
without freedom of the press and freedom of speech eign. “The king can do no wrong „ And over all | bility urged the “lion” to sacrifice the editor. I 
we could get no progress. the unquestioned authority of a God. The cry is know it is claimed that the “ blood of the martyr” is 
He therefore fought for the right of public meet- | till, Obedience, children, wives, citizens, and slaves. | Hecessary, or at least a great help, to all reform. 
ing in Hyde park and other public places, and stood | . ’ Obe diana. But it seems to me I had rather hav one quiet but 
by the people in the face of great danger. Bane of all genius, virtue, freedom, truth persistent gentleman or lady whose actions are 
On more than one occasion I hav seen him when Makes slaves of men, and of the human frame prompted by feelings of pleasure than a dozen dead 
he has been assailed, and I know not only the great A mechanized automaton. or imprisoned martyrs to duty. Professor Sumner 
courage he always displayed, but the extraordinary | In other words, we are moved by an instinct of | says, Every man or woman in society has one big 
strength he was capable of exerting on such occa- | obedience to authority inherited from a savage au- | duty—that is to take care of his or her self.” 
sions. cestry. The old slavish fear is in our organization, | This is a social duty, fortunately for the matter, 
To show the power he had over the people take | an echo of the time when might made right, when | so that the duty of making the best of oneself indi- 
the following case. disobedience was & sin and disrespect of authority | vidually is not a separate thing from the duty of 
the highest of crimes. Think it over, friends. Why 
should one man assume the power to guide, control, 
and direct another, each the equal child of nature? 
Is it not simply because he is stronger and in his 
own conceit wiser? The parent domineers his child 
because he can. It is the old brutish instinct in our 
nature. The presumptuous claim the right of pos- 
session. The child, the wife, the slave, is mine or 
thine. The right of possession givs the right of 
authority. Deny the right of possession or prop- 
erty in the wife, the child, the slave, and we hav no 
basis in nature for authority. We predicate, “All 
men are born free and equal,” but it is in theory only. 


I was present at the Victoria Music Hall when Mr. 
. Chamberlain, then the beau ideal of a Radical, was 

delivering an address. The hall was crowded to suf- 
focation and thousands were unable to gain admis- 
sion—indeed, so great was the throng outside that 
Mr. John Morley (the chairman) and Mr. Cham- 
berlain found great difficulty in getting in them- 
selva. Among the members of Parliament on the 
platform was Mr. Bradlaugh. The meeting went 
on smoothly enough during the address of Mr. 
Morley, but when Mr. Chamberlain rose to speak 
the people outside forced the doors open and came 
in with a rush. At this moment a glass door came 


filling one’s place in society. But the trouble begins 
with “the common notion . . that one basa 
duty to society as a special thing, and that this duty 
consists in considering and deciding what other peo- 
ple ought todo.” I¢ is always the other fellow we 
are concerned about; to see that he is properly in- 
structed, controled, and protected, constitutes our 
one great duty. Yet man is essentially selfish. He 
is all the time scheming to better his condition, at 
the same time trying to make it appear he is disin- 
terested, if not an actual philanthropist. Well, what 
would you? Do younot advocate selfishness? Yes; 
but not hypocrisy. Let us acknowledge the corn. 
The protection we would throw around so generously, 


down with a crash, and almost caused a panic. 
The chairman appealed for order, but the rush 
from outside was so great that many lives must 
hav been lost had not Mr. Bradlaugh at this junct- 
ure gone outside and addressed the meeting, and 
by his presence drawn off the crowd who were 
struggling to get inside. 

On the following day, on my own behalf and 
that of a few friends who sat near me, I wrote to 
Mr. Bradlaugh, thanking him for his conduct in 
going outside to address the meeting, and thus, no 
. doubt, saving many from being fearfully injured 
or even from an untimely death. 

Mr. Bradlaugh was always the friend of the op- 
pressed. When Joseph Mazzini, the Italian patriot, 
was an exile from his nativ land, he found in this 
country no greater friend than the late member for 
Northampton. 

All the world knows now what Mr. Bradlaugh did 

for the people when he had duly taken his seat in the 
house of Commons after being unjustly and illegally 
excluded for some years. He caused a large number 
of perpetual pensions to be commuted ; he passed 
his famous bill for making it legal for unbelievers to 
giv evidence upon simple affirmation ; improved the 
truck act; and was preparing to secure an act of 
justice to our brethren in India by gaining for them 
a fair system of representation, when unhappily his 
valuable life was suddenly brought to a elose. 
. His religion then was expressed in his actions; 
and surely none will deny that the accumulated ac- 
tions of a life such as his constitute a good record. 
Morality, to him, was to be judged by the utility of 
one’s actions. All actions that promoted the well- 
being of humanity were good, while actions which 
had the opposit tendency he regarded as immoral. 

It is quite true that he did not believe in a future 
life; he was not satisfied with the evidence in favor 
of the immortality of the soul. But surely if good 
conduct merits future happiness in some other world, 
he will deserve it. He has gone to his grave loved 
by the people, and praised by many who were once 
his greatest enemies. Let us reverently repeat over 
his grave the words he once uttered over the grave 
of an old colleague: 

` He did well, he did his beat ; 
No more weary, now at rest. 
Anrnuvs B. Moss. 


P.S.— This article was originally written for a 
London weekly, but was rejected on the ground 


that it might offend some of its readers.—A. B. M 


Practically they are slaves and equal only with others. 
in like condition. From the cradle to the grave we 
run the gauntlet of authority, parental, school, theo- 
logical, and political. 


The man 
Of virtuous soul commands not, nor obeys. 
Power, like a desolating pestilence, 
Pollutes whate'er it touches. 


I hav said, obedience to authority was impressed 


upon the growing mind as a duty. Aud I said be- 
fore, I do not like the word duty. Like Cleopatra's 


“ but yet,” “it doth allay the good procedure.” Jus- 
tice I love and mercy I admire, but duty I detest and 
charity I abhor. The man “in duty bound” may well 
believe that life is not worth living. Let us render 
unto Cæsar the things that are Czosar’s.” I believe 
in reciprocity. But duty is an obligation without an 
equivalent. When once a debt is paid, even in 
interest, it is, or should be, canceled; but duty 
is a debt drawing interest forever. We owe our 
existence to God, saith the preacher, hence we are in 
duty bound to follow his mandates, as prescribed by 
his agents and written in his book. We owe our 
life, liberty, and possessions to government, cries the 
politician. Hence our duty is to honor and obey 
our rulers, perpetuate and support political govern- 
ment. Daty to his country makes a man throw 
away his life upon the battle-field, making his loved 
ones orphans and his wife a widow. Duty to govern- 
ment makes a man a slave to party politics, corrupt- 
ing his youth and debauching his manhood. It was 
duty to his God that made John Calvin burn Serve- 
tus at the stake. 


I pity the dumb victims at the altar, 
But does the rob'd priest for his pity falter ? 


No. God’s outraged majesty must be vindicated. 
It is duty to the law that bids the judge condemn 
the man to the gallows who in a moment of passion 
killa his neighbor. Duty to God, to government, 
and the law has gibbeted, guillotined, and burnt its 
thousands. Madam Roland should hav said, “O 
duty, what crimes are committed in thy name!” 
The majesty of law demanded victims, when several 
uniformed slaves met their death in dispersing a 
public meeting in Chicago. Somebody threw s 
bomb, and four men, innocent of any crime against 
any individual, must die the death and three others 
wear out their lives behind prison bars. They had 
said that lawyers and priests were useless drones, 
consuming the honey of the working bees, and that 
the workers should destroy this system of robbery. 


and the charity we would display so ostentatiously, 
are really prompted by egotistical motive. 
protectors we must hav masters; to hav masters we 
must hav slaves; to be charitable we must hav vic- 


To hav 


tims of injustice. What the world needs is equal 
opportunity. Withdraw all class advantage and let 
the best man win; withdraw the advantage and pro- 
tection guaranteed to capital and the labor question 
would be settled; withdraw the protection granted 
the landlord and the land question would be no 
more. And so with every question that perplexes 
society, at the bottom is the injustice of class legisla- . 
tion, sanctioned by ancient custom and hallowed by 
a sense of duty. A. L. Batxov. 
Buffalo, .N. Y. 


—— . —E—wũP 


Tears of the Modern. 
Selected rom Walt Whitman. 
Years of the modern! years of the unperform'd! 
Your horizon rises, I see it parting away for more 
august dramas, 
I see not America only, not only Liberty’s nation but 
other nations preparing, 
I see tremendous entrances and exits, new combina- 
tions, the solidarity of races, 
I see that force advancing with irresistible power on 
‘the world’s stage, : . 
(Hav the old forces, the old wars, played their parta ? 
are the acts suitable to them closed?) . . . 


Never were such sharp questions ask d as this day, 
Never was average man, his soul, more energetic, 
more like a God. "M i 


The earth, restiv, confronts a new era, perhaps a 
general divine war, 

No one knows what will happen next, such portents 
fill the days and nights ; 

Years prophetical! the space ahead as I walk, as I 
vainly try to pierce it, is full of phantoms, 

Unborn deeds, things soon to be, project their shapes 
around me, : 

This incredible rush and heat, this strange ecstatic 
fever of dreams O years! 

Your dreams O years, how they penetrate through 
me! (I know not whether I sleep or wake ;) 

The perform'd America and Europe grow dim, retir- 
ing in shadow behind me, 

The unperform'd, more gigantic than ever, advance, 
advance upon me. 
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The American Secular Union— Personal. 


Within the last few weeks I hav been inurdated 
with letters from the various parts of the United 
States, arking my opinion upon the present condi- 
tion of the American Secular Union. It is to be 
regretted that any misunderstanding should hav 
arisen among members of what could be made s 
most useful organization. In my opinion the present 
officers, having been elected, should be properly sup. 
ported, at least for one year, and then, if it is found 
that they bav forfeited the confidence of those whe 
elected them, they should not again be placed in 

ower. I find it is generally conceded that the pres. 
«nt board is the best that the Union bas bad for 
many years; therefore, it is cnly just that its mem- 
bere shouid hav a fair opportunity to carry out their 
program without unnecessary and reprehensible 
efforts being made to thwart their every movement. 
I write thus the more freely because I do not quite 
agree with Dr. Westbrook upon many points, yet I 
recogriz» in that gentleman a noble nature and ar 
honest desire to do what he considers best for the wel- 
fare of the Union. Moreover, he has devoted hir 
time and energy to the cause to a grester extent, 
perbsps, than any previous president has dene; and 
besides, be has the assistance of a most able and 
accomplished secretary, one who in all probability 
could not be equaled and certainly could not be 
excelled. One tning in my opinion is evidently re- 
quired, and that is an amendment of the constitution. 
As it now stands, it sppears to many persons to be 
not qvite clear whether the Union is a political, Sec 
ular, or an anti-theological organization. As to the 
field secretaryship, my advice is to let that matter 
stand over until the next congrese, and in the mean 
time let harmony prevail and other practical work be 
done. 

Now, it must be understood that I hav neither 
the time nor the inclination to te ke a prominent part 
in the unpleasant and undignified controversy which 
has recently keen going on in the columns of some 
of the American Freethought journals upon the sub. 
ject of this field secretaryBbip. In fact, the matter 
would not be referred to at all by me if my name 
had not been so freely and erroneously used in con- 
nection with the question. Judging from the reck 
less and vehement manner in which two or three 
writers hav given vent to their evidently pent-up 
feelings in reference to myself, the ordinary reader 
may reasonably suppose that the board of directors 
of the American Secular Uaion had cffered me the 
cffise of field secretaryship, and having consented to 
accept that position I was now a candidate for it. 
The truth is, nothing of the kind has taken place, 
and those who hav so indiscreetly concerned them- 
selva upon the subject hav been victims of their 
own fancy. It would hav been far better for them 
to hav learned all the facts of the case before writing 
such impetuous folly and exhibiting such childish 
simplicity. The whole affair would be to me ex 
tremely amusing, did it not reveal the sad spectacle 
of petty j-alou-y and anti Liberal conduct upon the 
part of those from whom I certainly expected better 
things. Would it not hav been wiser to hav caught 
the bare before indulging in senseless recriminations 
as to the best mode of cooking it? 

For the benefit of the rational observer cf this 
silly conflict, and also for the consolation of the 
fauit-fiaders themselvs, let me say most distinctly 
that tne board to my knowledge has not sent me an 
invitation to be field secretary, and therefore I could 
not bav accepted any such invitation. Moreover, I 
wish it to be clearly understood that I bav not been 
in competition with Mr. Charlesworth or anyone 
else for the cffice. By the way, this gentleman has 
placed his “friends” in a most unenviable position 
by his statement in last week's Terors SEEKER 
Taerein he alleges that Charles Watts was not the 
man” intended for the lectureship. Now, this is a 
tremendous “ set-back” for those unfortunate victims 
of a mucb-to-be-regretted mental :fil.ctiop, and it 
should tend to aliay the alarm which their vivid 
imagination had co: jared up as to myself. 

Is appears that five out of the seven members of 
the board did me the honor (for which I am gratefu)) 
of expressing as their opinion that I should be well 
suited for the field secretaryship, and they made 
this fact public. Thereupon, without waiting for 
the offer to be submitted, accepted, or rejected, one 
or two excitable American-born heroes rusn into print 
protesting with nativ pride against their national rights 
and emoluments being thus usurped by an English- 


man,forgetting, however, in their excitement, that Mr. 
Charlesworth, the very man they were putting forward 
for the cffice, had the misfortune, like myself, to be 
born upon English soil. 
gin and composition of the American race, it would 
be very interesting to know what serious objection 
there could be to any person, simply on account of 
his being an Englishman, filling any cffióe in a Secu- 
lar society. 


for those persons to introduce the question cf na- 
tionality who publicly profess to indorse the doctrin 
of Thomas Paine. when be ssid, “ The world is my 
country.” 
especially race preferences, as mentioned by De. 


means the only philosophy a “few American Liber- 


‘with Secular Thought to Siberia, Timbuctoo, or 


some other foreign land where perhaps, even in the: 
midst of semi barbarism, an unfortunate Englishman 
may be permitted to work without the dread of 
wounding the tender susceptibilities of, and calling 
forth heartfelt denunciations from, individuals similar 
in misfortune to the stars of Liberalism in enlight- 
ened America. After thus supplying the “ balm of 
Gilead,” is it too much to hope that mental health 
will be restored and that “ principles, not men,” will 
engage the attention of those whe so Joudly profess 
to ba working for the common good?” Personally 
I can realiza more pleasure in useful work than in 
childish disputations and zealous bickering, and 
therefore I shall continue to employ my time and 
energy in seeking to strengthen that movement 
which every Freethinker should. hav dear at heart. 
In the words of the “immortal bard,” 
Pardon what I hav spoke, 


For ’tis a studied, not a present thought, 
By duty ruminated. . 


Now, considering the ori- 


But what s grave and narrow-minded inconsistency 


For Liberals to speak of *'jealousies, 
Foote, is to show that Secularism is not by any 


als” do not understand. 

With questionable taste and ina method calculated 
to mislesd. i$ bes been alleged ihat my engagement 
with tbe Union about seven Fears ago, when first I 
eame from Xiogland, resulted in a pecuniary loss. 
Now, in justice to myself, le& me emphatically state 
ibat I had nothing whatever to do with the business 
part of that engagement. The secretary traveled 
with me, made ali the lecturing engegements, took 
ell fees, and paid all liabilities, my duty being only 
to lecture where appointed. This I did on all ocos- 
sions. The finencial failure was not to be wondered 
at when two persons were appointed to do what one 
cf us could easily bav accomplished, and thus hav 
saved the salary of one person besides half of the 
railway and hotel expenses incurred. I kept my 
engagement and the Union paid me honorably with- 
out sny dispute. Why should Dr. Foote refer to 
the matter ss he does at the present time? The 
resson is not difficult to divine. Would the doctor 
refuse to take his fees fcr medical services rendered 
even to an Englishman? I trow not. The men- 
tioning of this circumstance might hav had some 
forco if I applied for another engagement under 
similar circumstances to those existing on the former 
oecasion. But I do not, and fortunately now there 
is no necessity for mv so doing. It is to be regretted 
that the fact of sn Englishman receiving years ago 
a few hundred dollars for traveling thousands of 
miles and lecturing most nights, should still be a 
sore point with certain Americans. This is protec- 
tion with a vengeance, and by way of a slight com- 
pensation, if the grieved ones will accompany me the 
next time I go to Eoglacd they shall be guaranteed 
full pay for all the engagements they fill and sball| would hav been. 
never be reproached, although they are Americans, Mr. Schell goes into the mutual admiration bus 
for receiving the reward of their labors. Would} i 


iness. 

this be free trade cr reciprocity, which ? His recommendation of Mr. Watts's merits goes 
I find that sorrow dwells in another quarter. Al-| for naught. 

thougb, as already stated, I was never a candidate 


There is not a Freethinker in this country who 
for this much-coveted secretaryship, yet Freethought | does not know what Mr. Watts is and how valuable 
of Februsry 1st has an article, written almost, one 


to the cause. That is entirely out of the question, 
would think, in tears by one of its editore, foreshad- | and nobody denies it. The point is, hav the admin: 
owing the ruinous consequences to other lecturers, | istration the moral (they are great on morality) right 
and also to other Freethought papers, if I accept the 


to snub, to insult, and diecard & gentleman whom 
cffice with Secular Thought at my command. The | the whole congress indorsed as unanimously as they 
editor says: *' Besides invading, full-armed and pan- 


rt ölected Mr. Westbrook? Is it a part of the besu- 
oplied, the territory of lecturers, will he [Mr. Watte] | titul policy of the administration to insinuste that 
also bring bis paper. at the expense of all subscribers | Mr. Charlesworth is not a moral man (“fit to be re- 
to the Gusrantee Fund. into competition with the 


ceived in our families”)? If the administration hav 
established Freethought journals now struggling for | anything to say against the moral conduct of John 
an existence? . . . Is any portion of his time to 


Charlesworth, if they can show thst he is unfit to 
be devoted to working for that paper? If yes, will | be received in our families, they should openly make 
that be fair toward the other journals?” Does this | the Liberal public acquainted with the facts, and if 
writer forget that when one of the present editors of | they oan prove this it will settle the matter at once ; 
Freethought was a paid lecturer for the Union, a | and if they cannot the recommendation of the con- 
few years ago. he was at the same period an activ | gress should be ratified. i i 
sgent for a Liberal journal, and that much of his The trouble with Mr. Oharlesworth seems 
time was “devoted to working for that paper?’|to be that he is too radical and that he-. 
Besides, this agent carried hundreds of dollars’ 


bas no respect for the feelings of  Ohristisns, , . 
worth cf books and sold them at the lectures for the | Unitarians, and other bipeds of that ilk. Having; ` 
benefit of the firm owning the paper in question. 


had the pleasure of hearing Mr. Watts twice, I dare 

Was that fair toward the other journals“ then | state that he is not a whit more delicate on that subs 
struggling for existence? ject. Moreover, the Atheists, Spiritualists, and Ag: 

The matter, however, is pat worth further serious | nosties, who form the great bulk of the supporters 
notice. The letter from Dr. Foote, Jr., to De. of the Union, admire just such traits, and a traveling: 
Westbrook, and the article referred to above, fully | pansy. peddler, who would not from time to time slap 
explain the whole matter, and indicate without a | the Obrist-God squarely in the face, would probably 
doubt where “the shoe pinches.” I feel deeply for | not be much to their taste. 
the disturbed condition of the ffi oted ones, and 1] Personally, I hav not the sl'ghtest regard for the 
will do all that is possible to be done to comfort | theistical feelings of anybody, and must confess that 
them and to “administer to a mind diseased” that} until now I hav yet to meet the first Christian who 
consolation which should be sufficient to restore | had any respeci for my feelings on any subject what 
them to quietude snd repose. I oan assure them | ever. 
that I hav no intention whatever, at present, of If we are going to pander to the prejudices of F he 
“invading their territory," inasmuch as I can com- Christians, we had better hire some Unitarian, God. iy. 
mand as many lecturing engagements as I require | the green-and-blue minister and send him on the y pad 
upon my own account. Moreover, I promis in the | with s certificate of moral character and his eh arg 
name of that “high cultured humanity and loving | diploma in his pocket. Taen our well-beloved field 
brotherhood of man” of which, at present, so much | secretary could dead beat his way on half fa? , rail- 
is heard but so little is seen, that if the cffer of the | way tickete, like all the other well-beloved 80 rvants 
field secretaryship is made to me I will not accept it | of Jehovah in the land. 
without conferring in all humility with the other Separation of church and state, church "Xaxation. 
lecturers in the American Freethought field. I will] ete, are fiae principles.. But can they be b etter ad- 
also do my best to prevent Secular Thought from vocated then by open and square exposiz g of the 
in any way i juring other L beral papers,” and if | humbug on which the whole matter rests? On dem. 
in epite of au my efforts I should fail to restore 


; onstrating that Jehovah is & myth, it follows logically: 
traz quillity to the disconsolate oner, I will remove | that any favor shown to his church by the commu- 


nity at large is an absurdity, and if there are people. 


Cuartes Watts. | 
— . —— 


Mr. Charlesworth and the American Secular 
Union. , 


In readivg the article of the Hon. A. Schell, of: 
Koight's Ferry, Cal, I thought a short statement; 
would not be amiss. : 

The principal reason why Mr. Westbrook war 
unanimously rc é'ected was that ke wanted to stay in 
the cffice to finish the work in regard te the hand- 
book on Morale, on which two years hav been con- 
sumed, discriminating between the value of the sev- 
eral manuscripts. Being an eminently moral man 
himself, the congress thought that any book on 
morality which secured his recommendation would 
be eminently fit to Jadle ready-made morality out 
from, in teaspoonfal doses, to the coming Sacular 
adolegcents. 

If the name of Charles Watts had been mentioned 
at the congress as the ¢ffisial candidate, the rec- 
ommendation of the congress would certainly hav 
been given with such hearty emphasis that nobody: 
else would hav had a ghost of a show. This was not 
done. No intimation of any such purpose was given, 
brt Obarlesworth on the contrary was presented W. 
and recommended by the congress. 

The administration showing that it was inimieahto. , 
the candidate, and the treatment he received while , 
addressing the congress, made all the present-mem-. - 
bers more solid in his support than they otherwise, 
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bent on adoring a myth they should pay their own 
piper. 

lf we will hav to bolster the American Secular 
Uaion up by affiliating with other societies; if the 
American Secular Unior osnnot keep its banner 
floating by the unaided efforts of the Infidels of this 
broad country; if we must try to wheedle monetary 
and moral (*) support under the false pretense of not 
being opposed to religion, we may as well throw up 
the sponge, dig its grave, and write on it, Keguiescat 
in pace. 

Moreover, not a single clergyman in the country 
wouid in the least be hoodwinked. The clergy know 
on what side their bread is buttered. Tnose that 
antrgon'z2 the church in any way whatever, even only 
‘by trying for taxation, are taken by them as enemies 
xof religion. g 
. The parting advice of, “Stop wrangling and come 

down with your cash," does not sound very well in 
Liberal ears. Way in the name of common sense 
should anybody come down with the cash if he had 
: not the right to say how it should be used or whether 
it be paid toward an action which he deems ur just! 
. Taere has not in all the controversy been shown 
one good, substantial reason why John Onarlesworth 
should not be appointed, unless it be the sweet wil 
of the administration, which may be good enough 
reason to Me. Schell, but seems to me and others 
nothing but an arbitrary abuse of power. 
De Le rasse, Life-member. 
nt 
The Quarrel in the Union. 


To rat Eprror or Tue Trura SEERERB, Sir: With 
your permission, I would like space for à few 
thoughts on the seemingly interminable question of 
a field secretary for tbe American Sscuiar Uaion. 
The recent discussion of that question has apparently 
aroused a feeling of personal enmity that threatens 
to result in a situation that may sadly disturb the 
harmony that should exist among Freethinkers if 
they expect to accomplish any good bv their efforts 
in advancing the principles of Liberal Freethought. 

F'reethinkera hav said and written much in denun- 
ciation of the tendency of religion, especially Chris- 
tianity, to cause contention, discord, and strife, that 
in the past hav, and in the future may not only es- 
trauge friends but cause death and destruction in 
their most dire form. 

Perhaps it may seem impertinent in me to claim, 
or even wish, to say a word on fhis subj set. I am 
not a member of the Secular Uaion, because for 
twenty years I hav by ill health been shut in from 
the world of business and social life. But I hav 
been aud am a Freethinker, and wish to be a Liberal 
one; therefore I am very anxious that all who 
wish to advance the cause of Liberal Freethought, 
aud especially those who occupy by right the posi- 
tion of speakers and leaders, should be careful, con- 
siderate, aad just to all. 

The president of the American Secular Uaion may 
hav been a little hasty in what he said and did at the 
Portsmouth convention, but he ssemed ready and 
anxious to harmoniza and from the published ac- 
‘counts it looked as though it was accomplished, and 
‘at the close of the convention all felt friendly aud 
‘ready to work together with a hearty good will for 
ithe advancement of the cause. 

Perhaps the president and secretary may hold 
‘Opinions that seem foreign to the Nine Damands, 
bub it looks as though they were honest, energetic 

workers for the best interest: of the Uaion, as they 
understand it. 

The president's published articles hav been short, 
:&rgumentativ, and to the point, and he seems to hav 
maintained his position by refsrence to the constitu- 
tion aud by-laws of the Uaion. 

Miss Oraddock is evidently a Zealous worker, and 
‘the insinuations that as she receives s salary she 

might aleo perform the duties of field secretary seem 
asking too much. 

Tas published articles of several of the gentlemen 
seem in some respects too radical and personal to 

' :&600mplish the desired object, aud only serve as fire- 
brands that may destroy tne harmony and usefulness 
of the organization. 

As Mr. Oaarlesworth was only recommended by 
the convention, and the executiv board cannot agree 
in regard to his appointment, would it not be well to 
drop the whole matter for the present, and leave to 
lecturers now in the field the work as in former 
years, and induce as many new Ones to engage in it 
as possible? Tue field is abundantiy large for all 
good ones. 

Lot all true Liberals unite harmoniously, and sus- 
taiu the cause by precept and exemple, as well as by 
financial aid. ever showing by kind words and good 
works that Freethinkers are in advance cf Bible re. 

' ligionists in their desire for the good cf humanity, 
by pursuing their work in a spirit of charity that will 
show that their ff rts to defeat the union of church 
and state, the Sunday Jawr, the Bible in schools, and 
in favor of enacting laws for the taxation of church 
property, are for the general good, and that they 
will contiaue to urge the adoption of their principles, 
by every consistent and legal means in their power, 


without rerort to any fight among themselvs or with 
others. “Tat us hav pease.” Converse CLosx. 
Grattan, Mich., Feb. 25 1891. 
— MÀ 9——— 


An Eminent Evolutionist's Demise. 


The writer has jast returned from the funeral of 
Prof. H. D. Garrison, which was held at his home, 
3625 Vincennes avenue, this city, where this stalwart 
Freethirker breathed his last, Monday, at midnight. 

Prof. E. S. Bastian, his lifelong friend and admirer, 
spoke in tender pathos over theremains, of the aims, 
work, and accomplishments of the departed, and the 
remains were then taken to Graceland cemetery for 


interment. 


After a reference to Professor Garrison’s career, 
Professor Bastian said: 

“ I should do scant jastice to the memory of Dr. 
Garrison if I did not speak of his relations to the 
philosophical thought of the time. 

* He was a chemist, a physicist, a naturalist. But 
he should not b^ estimated as a mere specialist. 

* He was preé ninently a philosopher, and as such 
deeply interested and closely identified with the great 
intellectual movements of our time. 

“He was a believer in the modern renaissance, 
and accepted ur flinchingly the petty persecution and 
social obicquy for teaching a doctrin so repellant to 
the traditions of society and of the church. I do 
aot believe he would hav flinched had he lived in the 
days of Giordano Bruno and seen before him the 
mertyr’s pyre.” 

No religious nor pretense of religious ceremony 
marred the funeral of this scholar, philosopher, and 
friend. 

Professor Garrison was born in D:arborn county, 
Lad., Ost. 5 1834 and completed bis education at a 
Cincinnati medical college. At the breaking out of 
the rebellion, he served ns first assistant surgeon in 
the Fourth Indiana Volunteers. 

After Appomatox, he returned to Cincinnati, and 
kor a while practiced medicin. He then came to Obi- 
cago and established the drug firm of Garrison & 
Olark, which continued for years at 511 State street. 
The enterprise snd public spirit of Professor Gar- 
rison is shown by the fact that he, shortly after oom- 
ing to Ohiesgo, became the leading light in the 
founding of Bennett Medical College. For years he 
filed the chair of chemistry in that inszitution. In 
1878 he resigned and started on a year’s lecture tour 
in the Old World, 

While in the world’s metropolis, he mat and won 
Miss Marie Harold, who survives bim. 

He had started out on a professional tour, and 
ended it ina honeymoon. After spending several 
months in Rome, Egypt, and the Holy Land, the 
professor with his bride returned to Chicago, where 
he accepted the chair of chemistry in the College of 
Pharmacy, &nd later was created dean, a position he 
retained til November lsst. He resigned to enter 
the lecture field, where he proposed to devote the 
remainder of his life. 

He proposed giving oonlsr demonstrations of the 
truths of astronomy and geology, as he doubtless 
possessed the largest collection of photographic 
views On scientifis subjects of any individual extant. 

His lecture səszon had advanced but two weeks 
when he was stricken down by illness, but which at 
fi cat no one considered dangerous. 

Professor Garrison was an authority on the sub- 
jects of astronomy, geology, and psleontology, and 
the author of several books and pamphlets of al- 
most world-wide renowu. 

So conscientious and devoted was he to the L'b- 
eral cause, that, even while holding such responsible 
and publie positions, he several times engaged the 
Grand Opera House, and, at great financial loss, 
gave a Course of scientific lectures, the best demon- 
strations of the evolution theory ever given in Ohi- 
cago. He believed in calling “a spade a spade,” to 
uss his own expression. He was not only free from 
superstition himself, but would not eringe nor cater 
to the superstitious. Professor Garrison was s 
moral hero who made saerifi^es that others Jess bold 
and defiant might safely and honestly tread the path 
of life. He had a wholesome contempt for a large 
class of Liberal hypocrite—quite numerous in our 
midst—and despised cant in every form. As a 
friend he was firm, stanch, and unwavering; as s 
mau and citizen he was as honest in his transactions 
as he was chivalrous in his opinions. In these pe 
riods of hollow pretense and hypocrisy the cause of 
Liberalism can il spare such sn example cf truth 
and honor. In the death of Professor Garrison ag- 
gressiv L/beraliam lonse an intellectual giant. 

Chicago, Feb. 26 1891. E A. STEVENS. 

— — — 
Must Make It a Campaign Issue. 

Our legislature is now within four days of adjourn- 
meat, and has done nothing ia the line of taxing 
ohurch property. We presented the largest list of 
petitioners, perbaps, that was ever presented to a leg 
islature of the state. Taere were over ten thousand 
names. They came from all saotiona of the state. I 
was present at the capital when the legi:lature met, 
and eanvassed the members as to their views on the 
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subjact of taxing church property, and I found quite 
a large number that seemed to favor it, but when the 
time for action came they almost universally went 
back on it. J. D. Garfield, of Osos county, a fear- 
less Freethinker, was about the only one that was 
solid. A majority of the other members are dema- 
gogs expecting political promotion. I am of the 
opinion that the only way to get the law exempting 
church property from taxation in this state repealed 
will be to make it an issue in the campaign before 

the people. Toelect men with a tacit understanding 

that they favor taxation of church and other ecelesi- 

astical property without an open pledge, is not by 

any means a safe way, for when they begin to feel 

the pressure of the church power the courage of 

their convictions fails them. The matter in the state 

senate was treated with contempt, and no word in 

vindication of the petitioners was offered, although it 
was claimed that we had at least one outspoken Free- 

thinker in that body who was expected to urge and 

support the measure. ; 

I inolose an editorial from the daily Oregonian of 
February 12 h, which will giv a better ides of the lib. 
erality and true statesmanship of the present Oregon 
senate. The Oregonian is one of. the ablest and 
most widely circulated newspapers on the Pacfio 
coast, and its editor, although thought to really be 
Agnostic in his private sentiments, but who usually 
caters to popular religious feeling, overhauls the 
senate for their outrageous want of respect for the 
wishes of the people. 

I am satisfied that a very large ms jority of the 
people, through the country districts particularly, 
are in favor of taxation of church property. I thiok 
the petition in my neighborhood was presented to 
one hundred and twelve persons just as they were 
eursorily met, and ope hundred and ten signed it, 
only two refusing. Oar minister (that is, not my 
minister, but the preacher of the village) signed it, 
and quite a number of church-members. And I pre- 
sume this is a fair sample for a large part of the 
state from the number of petitioners. 

Les LavanrIx. 

North Yamhill, Ore., Feb. 17, 1891. 


WHAT THE OREGONIAN SAID. 

The action of the state senate in refusing courteous treat- 

ment to petitions asking for the taxation of all church prep- 
erty is not to be commended. Without discussing the wis- 
dom or unwisdom of such legislation, it is but the exact 
truth to say that the question of the taxation of church 
property is everywhere recognized aa an entirely proper sub- 
ject for respectful legislativ treatment. President Grant 
and President Garfield both favored the taxation of church 
property. Many of the ablest men in ail parties favor it, 
and it has been a subject of reapectful consideration and de. 
bate before the legislatures of Massachusetts and New York. 
Many of the leading ministers of the great Baptist church 
hav declared that they do not believe in the exempsion of 
church property from taxation, beyond the church edifice 
actually used for worship; and not a few ministers in all 
churcbes are in favor of ful! taxation of everything owned 
by the church. Oa the question of the exemption of church 
property there is much to'be said on both sides. It is a per- 
fectly legitimate, non-political public question, upon which 
men of excellent intelligence and abinty widely differ, and 
the petition of the German Turn-verein, of Portland, de- 
served respectful treatment at the hand of a body that is its 
legislature and the legislature of the whole people. 

With the rapid increase in the value of property in the 
large cities and towns of the East and middle West ‘he ex- 
emption of all church preperiy has become a severe public 
burden, such as was never contemplated in the early days of 
the republic, and when so abe à man and 80 Bound a lawver 
as Ex-Governor Hoadly cf Obio urges reformatory legisla- 
tion, we may believe that the abuse is real and relief neces- 
tary. The burden of taxation is bitterly felt as our civiliza- 
tion grows older, and the time will come when Oregon. like 
the East. wil] not disdain the consideration of the question 
which our State senate has dismissed with contempt. At 
present it is probable that the weight of public opicion is 
against the taxation of church edifices, or of charitable, be- 
nevolent, or educational institutions, whether managed by 
church corporations or not. There are reasons for exempt- 
ing the latter which do not even spply to cburch edifices. 
The state does not undertake to inculcate religion or to en- 
courage public worship. Therefore the exemption of church 
edifices is a little illogical. It ia done, however, in obedí- 
ence to a sentiment nearly universal, and the Opposition 
to it makes smell headway. The state does support ed- 
ucation, on the Other hand, and maintain public charities. 
It is perfectly logical and reasonable therefore that it should 
aid private enterprises which supplement its own work in 
this direction to the extent of paving the taxes on their 
property, as it does when it declares them exempt. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W. F. Jameson recently held a six evening debate 
with a Campbellite preacher at Marcus, Ia. He was last 
week lecturing at Columbus Junction; his address is Des 
Moines, Ia. 

Mes. H B. Lagra engagements are as follows: Brockton, 
Mass., March 8th and May 17:n; Newburyport. Mass., 
April 5 u and 12 h; Willimantic, Conn., April 19 h and 
26 h; Boston, the mths of Marci, May, ani J 1ne. 
Camp meeting dates: Paikland, Pa., July 9.h, 11:h, 12 h, 
14h; Harwich, Mass, July 24 h-26 h; Onset, July 81st 
and August 21; Cassadaga. N Y., August Tb, 9ih, 11 h; 
Sunapee, N. H, August 16 h-18 h; Niantic. Conn., August 
231. Permanent ad lress, 52 Worcester st., Boston, Mass. 

Ar the Liberal Club on the evening of the 6 h instant John 
Beverly Robinson will talk about '* Free Love.” De. E B. 
Foote, Jr., will preside this month, and visitors will get 
more than five cents’ worth of fan each night. The Club 
meets at 220 East 15:h street. 
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Communications. 


The Indians and the Missionaries. 


I hav spent twenty-four years of my life among 
the wild Indians of the northwest. My occupation 
during that period was divided as follows: three 
years, from the spring of 1867 till the spring of 1870, 
as a soldier at Fort Rice, Dak.; three years keeping 
a woodyard on the Missouri river; six months guide 
for General Custer; two years teaching in & mission 
school at Cheyenne river agency, Dak.; five years 
interpreter for Gen. Wm. P. Carlin, at Standing 
Rock agency, Dak.; six months a scout at Fort Ous- 
ter, Mont.; three years a scout at Fort Buford, Dak.; 
three years in the mining regions of Montana, and 
four years among the frontier settlements along the 
Missouri river in Dakota. These twenty-four years 
hav been replete with experience. The famous 
* peace policy” had just been adopted by the gov- 
ernment in the management of Indian affairs when I 
reached the Indian country in 1867. This * peace 
policy” consisted in turning over the entire manage- 
ment of Indian agencies to the churches. Under 
this rule everybody expected to see the Indian gerv- 
ice purified, wars cease, and the Indian himself rap- 
idly evoluted from his primitiv, savage condition to a 
state of civilization. And how perfectly natural it 
was that the people should expect this, when Obris- 
tians repeatedly claim for their religion great civiliz- 
ing influence. And now, after a trial of twenty-five 
years, during which time the Indian “ ship of state” 
has been manned by a “ gospel crew,” with hooded 
monks and sanctimonious “ Bible-bangers” in com- 
mand, and “sky-pilots” at the helm, what is the 
result? Must the shameful, humiliating story of 
crime and fiendish outrage be told, and published to 
the world, in order to awaken the American people 
to a realizing sense of what they hav done, and are 
still doing? For the system still prevails. Are the 
people blind, that they cannot see the smoke of bat- 
tle that hangs like a funeral pall over the beautiful 
valley of the Little Big Horn? Are Custer and. his 
three hundred brave followers forgotten? Are the 
people deaf, that they hear not the rattle of musketry 
and the booming of cannon at the Pine Ridge 
agency? Does the preacher pound the pulpit and 
bray so loudly to the skies that the people cannot 
hear the shrieks of pain and terror, and the groans 
of the dying Indian women and children shot down 
in the battle (?) at Wounded Kuee? Oan they not 
hear the sobs of the mothers, the sisters, and the 
wives and little ones of those who fell among the 
soldiers in that battle? Surely, * these things were 
not done in a corner.” The Dakota hills are still re- 
verberating with the sounds of battle. Go back with 
me through the last twenty-five years and you can 
trace the course of this gospel ship as she sailed 
from year to year, by the wrecks and devastation 
and the filth left in her track. Oh, great is the In- 
dian agent of the Christians ! 

Under this arrangement, of course the Obristian 
missionary has everything his own way. In the 
first place, a man to be eligible for appointment as 
Indian agent must be recommended by his church to 
the board of Christian missions in Washington, who, 
if they find him sound in the faith, giv him their 
indorsement. There are in the United States about 
eighty-five agencies. These are divided among the 
several leading denominations. In the country 
where I hav been, the patronage is about equally di- 
vided among the Oatholics, Protestant Episcopals, 
Presbyterians, and Methodists. There seems, how- 
ever, to be no difference between them. They are 
all alike after filthy lucre, all thieves and robbers— 
yes, murderers, for by their dishonest practices in 
withholding from the Indians what justly belonged 
to them, and what the government had provided 
for them, they were driven to hostilities. One 
instance will be sufficient to illustrate the way these 
Christian agents hav of doing business. In 1875, 
one year before General Ouster was killed, the agent 
at Standing Rock agency, who was a devout commu- 
nicant of the Oatholic church, stated in his official 
report to the commissioner of Indian affairs that 
there were 7,300 Indians enroled at that agency; the 
government therefore provided for that number. 
The cost value of these provisions, in round num- 
bers, amounted to $40 per capita for one year. 
Now, the fact was, there were less than 2,000 Indi- 
ans at that agency in that year. But while the gov- 
ernment was providing for 7,300, the less than 2,000 
who really were there were compelled to kill their 
ponies for food, and were driven by hunger to join 
Sitting Bull's band, which swelled his numbers with 
starving, desperate Indians, and made it possible for 
him to meet and defeat Ouster in 1876. 

In this instance the agent was defrauding the gov- 
ernment of the cost of provisions for 5,500 Indians 
whose only existence was on paper, a sum total of 
$220 000 per year. Not satisfied with the theft of 

- this enormous sum, he even robs what few Indians 
are at the agency. Finally, to prevent a general up- 
rising, General Carlin arrested the agent and sent 
him out of the country. But another equally bad 


was soon appointed to the place. And so it has been 
at nearly all the agencies, and it is still going on, 
and will as long as the church has control. 

The missions are not one whit better—they could 
not be worse. They are all money-making concerns. 
I was employed two years at a mission as teacher 
and interpreter, and I know whereof I speak. But 
te read the doleful, whining, miserable lies written 
by these Christian missionaries, and published in the 
Ohristian organs back East, one would think them 
just too good for anything this side of paradise. 
They tell how wonderfully the Lord is blessing the 
good work, how eagerly the poor benighted Indian 
embraces the savior, and the only thing lacking is 
money to carry on this labor of love, and won't the 
good people contribute more liberally of the store 
with which the Lord has blessed them? As for 
themselvs, if they hav hardships to endure, if they 
hav given up the comforts of a good home back in 
the states, deprived themselvs of the pleasures of so- 
ciety ; if they hav consented to become household 
drudges, to do the cooking, washing, and scrubbing, 
why, they glory in it. They are so glad that they 
can do something for the dear savior. They expected 
trials and tribulations, “praise the Lord!’ And 
while they are doing &0 much for Jesus, the dear, 
good people ought to send them more money. 
Money, money, money—you can hear it jingling all 
the way down through the pages of their corre- 
spondence. You can hear it ringing in the tones of 
their voices. ‘You can see it shining in their glances, 
Money, money, money, is the first and the last verse 
of their song, and money is their chorus. 

But you hav read these letters yourselvs. They 
are all very much alike. If there is any variation, it 
is not on the subject of contributions. Now let me 
present the facts—plain, unembellished facts. In 
the first place, there are no hardships in the life of a 
missionary among the North American Indians. 
There might hav been years ago, and doubtless 
were, but that time has long since passed. There is 
no drudgery, no housework outside of the mission 
parlor. Indian girls do all the hard work, while the 
female members of the missionary service liv like 
ladies born to wealth and distinction. Each one has 
her maid. Bedroom work, and dining-room and 
kitchen work, are entirely beneath her station. And 
as to her being deprived of society, and giving up a 
good home and all that, bless her dear heart, she 
never had a better home in her life. The chances 
are that she had to wade around in the filth of a 
cow-stable and do the milking twice à day before she 
got a job as stewardess on the gospel ship. And 
she certainly was never admitted to better society 
than she finds at a frontier post. The wives and 
daughters of the army officers are of the very best 
society, bright, intelligent, and sociable. They hav 
their regular weekly hops and entertainments, and 
the ladies of the mission are invited. They always 
attend, and they don’t go afoot either. They ride in 
a carriage behind fine horses, driven by a coach- 
man. Why, if they had to giv up the luxuries of a 
prosperous mission and go back to the humdrum life 
at their old house, they would die of ennui. Poor 
things, send them more money. 

And how about the male missionary, the boss of 
the ranche, who has given up all for Jesus, and is 
wearing away his precious life in the service of the 
master? Go with me into the mission library and 
here we find him at his daily toil. But it’s all for 
the Lord, so he doesn’t mind it. He is only too giad 
that he has found something to do for the savior. 
But he could do so much more if the dear people 
back East would send him some more money. Lack 
of money sadly retards the spread of the gospel. If 
the widows would only put more mites in the box, 
and send the box to him, it would enable him to do 
wonders. He sits in a large upholstered armchair, 
and is just now writing a letter to the Boston weekly 
Brand Snatcher, setting forth the fact that another 
soul is born into the kingdom. He had yesterday 
baptized another Indian baby, but in order to con- 
tinue the good work he must hav more money. 
The letter finished, he rises from hia chair, goes to a 
eupboard, from which he takes & bottle of Mumm's 
Extra Dry, turns out a glassful, and takes a drink. 
This reminds him that he must write for more 
money. Poor man, he’s been struggling along with 
only three bottles of champagne a day, and it won't 
do. He can’t bear up under it. His arduous duties, 


which require him to write sometimes as many as 


two letters in one day, and to stand in a pulpit and 
talk nearly an hour every Sunday, are too much to 
expect from a man of his caliber, and while it is 
quite true that he owns a large herd of cattle that 
graze free of charge upon the Indian reservation, and 
are tended by Indian herders who receive their pay 
in old clothes that are given to the mission by Ohris- 
tian dupes in the East, and said cattle, grazing on 
an Indian reservation, being exempt from taxation ; 
and while he is a large stockholder and director in 
the First National Bank of Pierre, S. D., yet he 
needs more money. My dear, good Ohristian peo- 
ple, send him more money. E. H. Arurson, 
Scout U. S. A. 
National Military Home, Montgomery Co., O. 


An Open Letter to the President. 


To Mr. Bensammx Harrıson, President of the 
United States, Sir: Iam informed that an applica- 
tion has been made for the pardon of Mr. Ezra H. 
Heywood, who was convicted of a violation of the 
obscenity laws in Boston on May 13, 1890, and sen- 
tenced by Judge George M. Carpenter to two years’ 
imprisonment in Charlestown state prison, and I am 
requested to urge such reasons as are in my knowl- 
edge of the case in support of the application. 

Upon the trial of Mr. Heywood I acted with Mr. 
George W. Searle, of Boston, as the defendant's 
counsel, and I cheerfully comply, inasmuch as I con- 
sider that a great injustice has been done Mr. Hey- 
wood, which should be redressed as far as is now pos- 
sible, not for Mr. Heywood's sake alone, but for the 
purpose of maintaining in their integrity all the 
guarantees of liberty which were in former years the 
safeguard and protection of the citizen. i 

Mr. Heywood was convicted of a violstion of 
Section 3893 U. S. Rev. St., upon an indictment 
setting forth certain matters published by him in the 
Word, a monthly paper of which he has been for 
the last seventeen years the editor, which matters 
were alleged to be obscene. The gravamen of the 
offense, as will be seen by an inspection of the stat- 
ute, is the depositing, or causing to be deposited, in 
the mail, the prohibited matter. 

As to the matter in question which it is pretended 
is obscene. This matter forms part of the record 
and is open for inspection. No evasion or misrepre- 
sentation can change the quality of that matter. It 
is absolutely fixed. It is fastened down into cold 
type just as Mr. Heywood intended to print it, and 
it appears upon the record just as he intended to 
publish it. I maintain that it is not “obscene” 
within the meaning of the law nor within any fair 
and just application of the language of the statute. . 
Nothing that transpired upon the trial tended in any 
way to convince me of the contrary, or to change the 
views which I originally had upon that. point. Iam 
deeply impressed with the purity of Mr. Heywood’s 
motives and firmly convinced of the urgent necessity 
of his doing just the thing that he has done. The 
publication which called out the most determined 
antagonism from the prosecution is that set forth in 
the indictment as the second count, and upon the 
trial referred to as The Mother Article.” I desire 
here and now to say that I regard that article as the 
purest and most holy utterance upon the subject of 
which it treats that I hav ever seen in print, and I 
know that Mr. Heywood so regarded it. It was be- 
cause I thought this that I sent it to Mr. Heywood 
originally, using the mails as a means of conveying 
it to him, as I had an absolute right to do. I donot 
overlook the fact that there are great diversities of 
thought and that there is room for honest difference 
of opinion upon this subject, arising from the varied 
education and experience of individuals. It is for 
that very reason that I insist that in such a case as 
the present it is a grievous and oppressiv wrong to 
submit to a jury a mere question of conventional 
taste or an abstract and unsettled question of ethics, 
under circumstances calculated to arouse the bitter 
prejudices of the thoughtless, as was done in this 
GARE. 

As to the question of “depositing in the mails.” 
Upon this point the testimony of the prosecution and 
that of the defense did not materially vary. The 
main facts are these: Mr. Heywood on the afternoon 
in question went to the post-office in Princeton at 
about five minutes before the time for closing the 
mails. He took with him a basket of his papers 
wrapped ready for mailing. The papers were 
weighed, and instead of collecting the postage thereon 
the postmaster’s clerk, contrary to law, and in viola- 
tion of his duty, made a charge upon his books 
against Mr. Heywood in arunning account opened 
and which for some time had been kept open for 
that purpose. Mr. Heywood then said, “I want 
those papers to go out by this afternoon's mail.“ 
The clerk refused to send them ovt by that mail and 
stated as a reason that some questions had been sug- 
gested by the authorities in Washington as to the 
character of Mr. Heywood’s publication. Mr. Hey- 
wood having taken the papers to the office with the in- 
tention of mailing them, and having met with a re- 
fusal of his request that they go out in the next mail, 
which at that time was not yet closed, and not hav- 
ing paid any postage upon them, stood én loco peni- x 
tentic, and he thereupon demanded the return of 
his papers. This was refused. In the evening of 
the same day Mr. Heywood called upon.the postmas- 
ter and pointed out to him the decision of Judge 
Field in ex parte Jackson, 6 Otto 733, wherein that 
judge said: “Nor can regulations be enforced 
against the transportation of printed matter in the 
mail, which is open to examination, so as to interfere 
in any manner With the freedom of the press. Lib- 
erty of circulating is as essential to that freedom as 
liberty of publishing ; indeed, without the circulation, 
the publication would be of little value. If, there- 
fore, printed matter be excluded from the mails, its 
transportation in any other way cannot be forbidden 
by Congress; and the decision of Judge Benedict 
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in United States vs. Bennett, 16 Blatchf. 358, 
wherein that judge said: “Such matter may be sent 
by express without violating any law of the United 
States ;’ and thereupon again demanded the return 
of his papers so that he might send them to his sub- 
geribers by express or other means, as under these 
decisions he had a right to do, and thereby avoid 
any question as to the legality of his act. This de- 
mand was refused by the postmaster, although the 
papers demanded had not been mailed, but were still 
in the possession of the postmaster and were ille- 
gally detained by him in his office. At the close of 
the testimony the judge was requested to charge the 
jury as to this question of depositing, as follows: 


xxx. 

That if the defendant merely attempted to mail the pack- 
ages and did not complete the act himself, or attempted to 
deposit for mailing and delivery the matters as charged in 
the indictment and if prepayment in cash or postage stamps 
was not made on the papers offered by the defendant there 
was no offense. 

XXXIII. 

That if the defendant merely and only put the papers into 
the weighing-scales, on the counter of the store of the post- 
master, for weighing, and the postmaster refused to allow 
them to be deposited in the mails and took and kept them 
for his own examination, or for the examination of other 
authorities at home, or at the seat of the United Btates gov- 
ernment with a view to determining whether they were mail- 
able or not, and they were never any further or otherwise 
attempted to be mailed by the defendant, or by the post- 
master, then the government has not proven this part of its 
case, &nd the defendant for that reason should be ac- 
quitted. i 

XXXIV. 

That if, in addition, Mr. Heywood the next day demanded, 
or asked of the postmaster the return of the papers left for 
inspection and was refused that demand is evidence to be 
considered by the jury that he did not intend to deposit the 
papers for mailing and delivery. 


XXXVI. 

That if, when the papers were brought to the postmaster, 
he refused to mail them until after an examination, there 
was, up to that time, no deposit in the mails for mailing and 
delivery, and if, afterward Mr. Heywood demanded the re- 
turn of the papers and the postmaster refused to return them, 
but mailed them instead, the postmaster cannot be consid- 
ered Mr. Heywood's agent for such mailing and the mailing 
was not the defendant’s act. 


XXXVII. . 

That, unless the jury find that subsequent to the conver- 
sation with the postmaster about the mailability of the 
papers and the postmaster’s refusal to mail them, the defend- 
ant intended that they should be mailed, he is entitled to ac- 
quittal. 

XXXVIII. 

That the defendant’s demand for the return of the papers 
to him is one of the facts to be considered by the jury in de- 
termining whether or not he intended to deposit the papers 
jn the mail for mailing and delivery at any time after the 
postmaster's refusal to accept them without examination. 


XXXIX. 

That it is for the jury to determin from all the evidence 
whether the intent of the defendant in leaving the papers 
with the postmaster on April 28, 1890, was that they should 
be deposited in the mail for mailing and delivery, or that 
they should be examined by the postmaster to ascertain if 
they were mailable or not, and if they were simply left to 
abide the result of an examination with no intent to deposit 
them for mailing, if they should be found to be non-mailable, 
defendant must be acquitted. 

These, with a number of other requests, very oare- 
fully prepared by my associate and myself, many of 
them being accurate quotations from the opinions of 
other judges in similar cases, were brushed aside by 
the judge, who made not even a pretense of any de- 
liberate consideration of them. They were simply 
ignored, and the points they raised were not sub- 
mitted to the jury in any form except as shown in 
the judge's charge. Upon this point, as to deposit, 
the judge, in his charge, said: “He need not hav 
deposited,” thereby implying that Mr. Heywood did 
deposit the papers in the mails. Again, the judge 
said: “It was stated by both the postmaster and 
the prisoner that the prisoner brought a basket of 
papers to the post-office and put them on the counter, 
offering them thus to the postmaster for the purpose 
of sending them through the mails. That consti- 
tutes the act of depositing them in the mails for 
transmission and answers that question in the affirm- 
ativ.” It will be seen that the judge here states to 
the jury half the truth, which is always more dan- 
gerous than an entire falsehood, aud omits any men- 
tion of the postmaster’s refusal to mail the papers 
in the regular course, of the fact that the postage 
was not paid, and of the fact of Mr. Heywood’s de- 
mand for the return of the papers under the law 
which guaranteed their free transmission in other 
ways than by mail. 

The whole conduct of the trial gave me the im- 
pression that it was the fixed determination of the 
judge at the outset to get Mr. Heywood into prison 
by any means, fair or foul. At the opening, I in- 
voked the most patient, diligent, and painstaking 
receptivity on the part of the court, and called atten- 
tion to the violent prejudice of the ignorant masses 
against any discussion of topics relating to sex. The 
judge cast a vacant gaze all around the room, and 
then answered me that he did not see any prejudice, 
as if prejudice were a palpable entity that could be 
seen by looking for it. Many such incidents might 
be mentioned to show the evasivness and insincerity 
of the court, but I will call attention to only two. - 

Mr. Heywood testified that, in pursuance of what 
he considered his parental duty, he had instructed 
his children in the relations of the sexes, and, for 


purposes of instruction, had shown them pictures of 
the reproductiv organs of both sexes. In summing 
up, the prosecution alluded to this item of testimony 
and stated that Mr. Heywood had shown his chil- 
dren “obscene” pictures. I endeavored to get the 
judge to correct that false, damaging, and unfair 
statement. The success I met with, and the kind of 
correction that was made, will be seen at the end of 
the judge's charge. 


Mr. Heywood’s paper and receiving copies of it in 
due course of mail, also to an interview with Mr. 
Heywood, in narrating which he represented Mr. 
| Heywood as expressing a desire to avoid detection 
and as saying that he did not sell the papers to every 
one, but only to him (the detectiv) as a special favor, 
and that he (the detectiv) must be very careful and 
secretiv about it, as spies were about, ete. 


purpose of making it appear that Mr. Heywood was 
doing his work surreptitiously, and of misrepresent- 
ing his motivs in such a way as to excite the preju- 
dice of the jury against him. Except as to the mat - 
ter of receiving the papers by mail, this kind of tes- 
timony was, under the judge's ruling in this very 
case, wholly irrelevant. Ali attempts on the part of 
Mr. Heywood to show the motiv for his conduct 
were rigidly excluded, the judge holding that the 
motiv of the defendant was not material and not to 
be taken into consideration as au element of the de- 
fense. 
very false impression of Mr. Heywood's motivs 
and purposes, which motivs and purposes, I 
insist, were of the very essence of the ques- 
tion to be tried, was allowed to be conveyed to 
the jury. If such an impression did. prevail among 
the jury, and I believe it did, nothing could be fur- 
ther from the truth. The real fact was that Mr. 
Heywood had been publishing his paper for about 
seventeen years. 
to his subscribers and to those who wanted it. 
had not obtruded it upon anyone. 
produced upon the trial who had been injured by 


It may hav been true that Mr. Heywood, in his con- 
versation with this detectiv, expressed a desire to 
avoid contact with those who for many years had 
carried on a brutal persecution against him. That 
is quite natural. But that Mr. Heywood, by any 
language he may hav used at that time, should hav 
conceded, intimated, or intended in any way to con- 
vey the impression that he was engsged in under- 
handed, secret, or illicit business, is so contrary to 
the nature of the man, so at variance with the record 
of his whole public and private life, and so incon- 
sistent with the very outspokenness which has been 


jury. The idea of a judge charging a jury in s crim- 


under pretense of promoting purity. Purity is not 
consistent with trickery and it will not do to assert 
purity while practicing such methods. The methods 
employed to get Mr. Heywood into prison do not 
incline any thoughtful person to respect the moral 
purity of those who employ such methods. The pre- 
tense of ultra purity is too transparent. The strained 
effort to appear shocked at Mr. Heywood’s utterances 
deceives nobody. Will any thinking person who sees 
a judge employing such methods to compass the im- 
prisonment of a man he is bound by the most solemn 
obligations to protect, believe that judge to be any 
less brutal in his sexual relations with women, or any 

less vindictiv in his daily dealings with his fellow- 

men? 

I make this statement solemnly impressed with its 
truthfulness, with the rectitude of Mr. Heywood’s 
conduct and motivs, and with the necessity of bring- 
ing the methods pursued in this case to the attention 
of those whose business it is to provide remedies for 
such wrongs. I would suggest that provisions facili- 
tating appeals and compelling the employment of 
official stenographers in all criminal cases would fur- 
nish very wholesome checks upon the tendency to 
arbitrariness on the part of United States judges. I 
regard this matter as one of paramount importance 
to the whole American people. 

In the hope that you will arrive at such a conclu- 
sion as will tend to establish justice, promote ihe 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty, 
I submit this statement to you. You will aot here- 
upon according to your capability. 

Very respectfully, Ep. W. CHAMBERLAIN. 

10 Wall st., New York, Feb. 14, 1891. 


A deteetiv was called who testified to sending for 


This kind of testimony was introduced with the 


Yet, by permitting this trick to succeed, a 


— . —－màö— — ——— 
Sustain Liberty's Defenders Now. 

The Defense Association has expended the small bal - 
ance of its general fund (and more too) for several 
hundred pamphlets of four kinda: first, Mr. Julian 
Hawthorne's letter to the Twentieth Century on the 
Heywood case and the general principles involved ; 
second, Mr. Obamberlain’s letter to President Harri- 
son in behalf of Mr. Heywood; third, Mr. Hugh O. 
Pentecost’s address on Harman’s first indictment. 
These are all valuable literature to show the abuse of 
the Comstock law, and the outrageous treatment 
that such cases receive in the United States courts of 
justice (?) in order to construe the law against well. 
meaning reformers and defenders of the liberty of the 
press. There are important issues to be fought out 
in these cases, and they are well discussed on the side 
of liberty and progress in these three pamphlets; . 
but we hav also obtained from Mr. Harman, the 
publisher, two hundred copies of a fourth pamphlet 
entitled, “An Appeal to the Women of America,” 
written by Mr. O. L. James, to arouse them to the 
fact that those who defend for them the right of 
self-control of their own persons, and plead for their 
release from various existing systems of sexual 
slavery, are being persecuted in order to suppress 
the attack made on secret vices that seriously affect 
the well-being of wives, children, and families. The 
last pamphlet deals mainly with the case of Mr. 
Caldwell, of Chioago, the publisher of the Christian : 
Life—one who is workivg toward reform of some of 
the same evils that Harman and Heywood hav 
sought to remedy, but in a different line and way. 

All these pamphlets are useful tracts to hand to . 
thoughtful persons who may be expected to take an 
interest in these matters, and possibly aid our side. 
One of England's execrated judges of many years 
ago, Scroggs or Jeffreys, ruled that if anyone should 
go about instituting a reform he should be found 
guilty of high treason. The United States Court 
spies (inspectors), attorneys, and judges are now 
construing the obscene postal law in a similar man- 
ner, and trying to make criminals of those who are 
to-day promoting necessary reforms. The ruling 
above quoted was given in a case where some young 
men pulled down some houses of infamy. Now our 
* victims” are prosecuted because they would abolish 
infamous vices and abuses in family life. J. S. Mill 
has said that vices must be exposed as the first step 
to their suppression. We invite progressiv workers 
everywhere to inform themselvs about this modern 
reactionary crusade and inquisition, by sending to us 
for these pamphlets, and distributing them where 
they will awaken thought and new converts. Wesend 
all four pamphlets for ten cents, or in lots at twenty 
cents per dozen. Old friends and new ones are also 
reminded that the general fund needs replenishing. 
All subscriptions heretofore received hav been 
duly acknowledged. and any new ones will be, as 
usual—ten cents or $10. BradJaugh’s great victories 
for freedom in printing are, since his death, receiving 
due recognition. He ought to hav been better sus- 
tained and aided when engaged in his noble contests. 
There are to-day three worthy martyrs struggling 
bravely and with too little friendly support for the 
rights and betterment of all. Let them be encour- 
aged and helped to success now, rather than granted 
a tardy though just appreciation some day in obituary 
notices. All subscribers to the fund are regarded as 
corresponding members. National Defense Associa- 
tion, E. B. Foote, Jr., secretary, 120 Lexington 
avenue, New York. 


He had openly mailed and sent it 
He 
No person was 


Mr. Heywood'a publication, nor anyone produced 
who was even offended by it. I do not believe it 
was possible for the prosecution to hav produced 
any Such person outside of the little clique who were 
pecuniarily interested in tormenting Mr. Heywood. 


the means of furnishing a pretext for his tormentors 
te bring him again into court, that no intelligent 
person not subject to the vicious influences with 
which this jury were surrounded can believe the de- 
tectiv’s story in the way he and the prosecution in- 
tended it to be believed. Yet that story was in- 
vested with as much weight as if it had been true or 
credible. 

It is unfortunate that no minutes of the testimony 
were preserved. The judges charge to the jury, 
however, has been accurately reported and printed 
in order that Mr. Heywood's friends may see some- 
thing of the character of the trial. I annex a copy 
herewith.* No lawyer can read this charge without 
a deep sense of the degradation brought upon his 
profession by such instructions from a judge to a 


inal trial that “ The way of the transgressor is hard !" 
The idea of a judge charging a jury in a case of this 
nature that “the statute is plain, clear, and distinct,” 
when, in United States vs. Comerford, 25 Federal 
Reporter 902, Judge Turner, a judge at least equally 
entitled to respect as Judge Carpenter, had, with very 
great reason, characterized this infamous statute in 
the following language: 

We hav been taught to believe that it was the greatest in- 
justice toward the common people of old Rome, when the 
laws they were commanded to obey, under Caligula, were 
written in small characters and hung upon high pillars, thus 
more effectually to ensnare the people. How much advan- 
tage may we justly claim over the old Roman if our crim- 
inal laws are so obscurely written that one cannot tell 
when he is violating them? If the rule contended for here 
is to be applied to the defendant, he will be put on trial for 
an act which he could not by perusing the law hav ascer- 
tained was an offense. My own sense of justice revolts at 
the idea. It is not in keeping with the genius of our insti- 
tutions, and I cannot giv it my sanction. 


The ides of a judge charging a jury, “ Nevertheless 
we ought to punish him.” All these things are sim- 
ply revolting to the common sense of justice. 

The proceedings upon the trial were vindictiv and 
brutal to the last degree. The monstrosity of it is 
plain when we consider that all this outrage is done 


* [*Annexed to this letter was & copy of the judge's charge 
to the jury, which was printed in TRE TRUTH SEEKER of 
June 28, 1890.—E». T. S.] 
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— 9-4. 9————————- 

We would fein again call tbe attention of our 
readers to the Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text Book.” 
It ia the most unique work in Freethought literature 
and has excited the most friendly encoraiums and the 
most bitter denunciations. I5 is ihe best or the 
worst —just as the reader is a Liberal or a religious 
bigot. In illuminated board covers, $2; in illumi- 
nated cloth covers, $2 50. postpaid. 


—d — — : 
Our Anarchistic Friend Peníecost. 


Mr. H. O Pentecost has an unhappy way of wan- 
dering wide from the paths cf accuracy and fact to 
make it sppear that Liberals are illiberal and no more 
just than the church folks. This is, we presume, 
because he once recklessly made the assertion; and 
though afterward induced by TRR TRUTRH SEER ER fo 
take it back, he seems to delight to return to the 
subj sot. 

In one of his letters to Freethought Samuel P, 
Putnam said that “the government cf Mexico to-day 
is the most Liberal government on the face of the 
earth." To substantiate this statement Mr. Putnam 
related that a “vast amount cf church property has 
been confiscated. Conventa are forbidden. 
The clericala are not allowed to wear their cffioiel 
gsrb on the streets. They musi dress like other 
folks. They cannot perform a legal marriage.” 

To this Mr. Pentecost responds: “I judge that if 
the Mexican cfficials should drive the church people 
out of the country, or make it o capital c ffenee to be 
s Christian, the Mexican goverrment might be con- 
sidered still more Liberal. Is the kind of tyranny 
Mr. Putnam describes his idea of being Liberai? 
On Mr. Putnam's own showing the Mexican govern. 
ment is exceedingly illiberal toward the Catholic 
church, quite as illiberal as the church is toward 
other people. What right should a government hav 
to confiscate church property, or forbid priests to 
dress as they please, or not recognize the legality of 
the marriage they solemnize ?” 

If Mr. Pentecost had stopped fora moment to 
think he would not hav written this, or at least he 
would hav seen the reason for it. 

The church property of Mexico had to be confis- 
cated because the church hed stolen it from the peo- 
ple. By exemptions, fees, laws in favor of ecolesiaa- 
ticiam, and a general working upon the superstitious 
fears of the ignorant M:xicans, rich and poor alike, 
the church had gathered the wealth of the country 
into her hands. Taking it back was but an act of 
restitution, as a policeman foross a thief to disgorge. 


| Is was simply making the church start over again 
and start square, giving the people a chance to 
choose what to do, where before they had been com- 
pelled to support the church. 


Convents are a part of the church’s huge system 


of imposture and spoliation. Women hav been be- 
fooled into giving their lives and their means to the 


church, and the convents are the jails for them after 


they hav been robbed. The vast abuses of the con- 


ventual system bav been adequately described. In 


the United States & nun can get cut if she chooses, 
though with mush diffisulty, but in countries where 
the church rules the state, like Spain and old Mex- 
ioo, the convents were literal prisons, and worse. 
Tkeir suppression was but the rescuing of prisoners. 

What a men shall wear upon the streets is per. 
baps no government's business ; but when one thinks 
of the al ject euperstitious regard which the average 
Roman Catholic has for priestly robes, the wisdom 
and justice of the prohibition are apparent. It is 
like protecting children from the bugaboo and 
apecters and ogers which their little imaginations 
see around them ready to carry them away. 

The power of legalizing marriage was taken from 
the priests because they hed made it a means of op- 
pressirg and of controling the people. In other 
Catholic countries es well es in Mexico the church 
had placed such fees upon it that the great mass of 

the psople were living without regular marriage. 
The government of Mexico has now given them a 
chance to make their relations regular and at the 
same time 8 the chuxch of its great power to 
rob them. 

Me. Pentecost further says: While we hav a 
government the utmost that a Liberal should ask of 
ib with regard to the church is that it should extend 
it no cffisial aid. While other property is taxed 


church property should be texed, but no legislativ 


d'serimination should be made against the church.” 
What shall be done when we do not bav a govern- 
menb is nob worth discussing here. But what the 
£overnment of Mexico has done is just what Mr. 
Pentecost says ib shou'd do—textend no Official aid 
to the church. To bring this about it had first to 
restore to the people what the church bad robbed 
them cf, and let the church go cn upon its own 
hook, supported voluntarily, or not at all, as the 
people saw fit. And to ssy that laws depriving the 
church of its power to rob and oppress are discrimi- 
nations sgainst the chyrch is to misuse the English 
languege es greatly as it would be to say that laws 
agsinst theft and slavery are infringements upon 
personal liberty. Mr. Pentecost stands up 80 
straight for individualism that he leans backward. 
Lat him get into plumb and then be will be right. 

et 

Unfair Discrimination. 


The Rav. J. B. Caldwell publishes monthly a little 
paper which be ealls the Christian Life. The num- 
ber before us is devoted to entreating men and 
women to hav no close sex association unless a child 
is desired. The little magazine is of an ultra relig- 
ious charecter, the writers quoting scripture, and 
“interpreting” snd distorting biblical incidents and 
aeyings, to support their positions. Jesus is fre- 
quentiy referred to, and the divine spirit is alleged 
to hav taken poseession of them so that the Christian 
livers become purer than the angels and consequently 
a little better than snyone else on earth. It is full 
cf religious cant, feeble sentiment, and unrestrained 
ignorance. But the purpose is as we hav said, and 
the writers are evidently honest, sincere, and imbued 
with a stropg belief thet they sre right. 

Last fall Mr. Caldwell published a number of the 
meg:zine eslied “ M:rits] Purity,“ an essay written 
by Charles E. Welker, a Congregational preacher of 
Sauk Ripids, Minn. He was promptly arrested by 
McAfee, a Western imitátor of Comstock and an 
employee of a Western “vice society.” McAfee 
seems to hav been inepired by the publication by 
Mr. Caldwell of a defense of Mr. Harman, both 
editors working on the ssme lines. Mr. Caldwell 
has not yes been brought to trial. 

Whenever he issued one cf his magazines Mr. 
Caldwell seems to hav submitted it to the post.cffice 
department, aud sometimes to Anthony Comstock, 
ard he has so far been promptly answered, either 
by reference to tha local district attorney, or the 
question being decided by the Wasbington depart- 
ment, which is—so Mr. Wanamaker z ffi me- obliged 
to act when applied to. In this he has been more 


1891. 


successful than the Editor of Tus Terura SEEKER, who | 
three weeks ago applied for a decision as to the mail- 1 
ability of a book which was forwarded to the depart- 
ment. The volume was entitled : 
THE 
HOLY BIBLE, 
OONTAINING THE 
OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS: 
JERANSLATED OUT OF 
THE ORIGINAL TONGUES; 
A AND WITH 
Tue Former TRANSLATIONS DILIGENTLY COMPARED AND 


Revised. O pE 


: NEW YORE:. 
AMERIOAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
INBTIIULED IN THE YEAR MDCCOXVI, 


Now it seems to us that here is & discrimination 
against the Infidel and in favor of the Ohristian, 
which is against the Constitution of the Uaited 
States. Why cannot. Taz Tsura SEEEER Editor 
obtain from the post-office department an answer to 
a plain question as well as can the editor of the 
Christian Life? Mr. Oaldwell’s publication assumes 
to be animated by the purpose of promoting purity. 
That also was the object in calling Mr. Wanamaker's 
attention to the volume named “The Holy Bible.” 
The book was found to be widely circulated, read in 
publio schools, and even preached from in churches, 
but complaints as to its purity of language and 
ideas reached us from all over the country, and we 
felt it to be our duty, as Mr. Caldwell feels it to be 
his, to Iabor for the protection cf the young and for 
the elevation of the whole human race above the 
standard which the book seems to set. So we sent 
the book to Washington, but up to this time with no 
result. Why is it that the Christian is favored by 
the government and the Infidel ignored? 

Will Mr. Wanamaker please answer ? 

— . —————— 
Another Heretic. ; 

Professor O. A. Briggs, recently sppointed to the 
chair of biblical theology in Union Theological Sem- 
inary in this city, is being pursued by his orthodox 


opponents, and it is proposed at the next general 


assembly of the Presbyterian church to try him for 
heresy. His inaugural address in his new position 
will be the basis of the complaint, and the following 
sentences are the particular specifications, according 
to a Western Presbyterian editor : 

„The Bible is no better than a mass book for stopping a 
bullet; and is not a8 good as holy water for putting out a fire. 
Superstition is no less superstitious if it takes the form of 
bibliolatry. It may be all the worse if it concentrates i'self 
upon this one thing. "There is nothing divinein the text of 
its letters, words, or clauses The divine authority is not in 
the style or in the words, but in the concept. The great 
mass of the Old Testament was written by authors whose 
names and connection with their writings are lost in obliv- 
ion. If this is destroying the Bible the Bible is destroyed al. 
ready. But who tells us that these traditional names were the 
authors of the Bible? The Bible itself? The creed of the 
church? Any reliable testimony? Pure conjectural tradi- 
tion, nothing more! It is here that the higher criticism 
comes in. Men cry out that we are destroying the Bible, 
but it is men's theories about the Bible that we are destroy- 
ing. We desire to know whether the Bible came from God. 
There are errors in the scriptures which no cne bas been 
able io explain away, and the theory that they were not in 
the original text i8 sheer assumption, and no man can rest 
with certainty upon it. . Progressiv sanctification sfter 
death is the doctrin of tbe Bible and the church. The bug- 
bear of a judgment immediately after death and of a magical 
transformation in the dying hour should be banished from 
the world.” 

These expressions are rightly regarded by the or- 
thodox of the church as heresy, and the general as- 
sembly, which has the veto power over the appoint- 
ment of professors, will be asked to declare Profes- 
sor Briggs unsound in the faith, as he certainly is. 

“Go on, presbyteries aud synods, goon! Thrust 
the heretics out of the church—that is to say, throw 
away your brains,—put out your eyes. The Infidels 
will thank you. They are willing to adopt your ex- 
iles. Every deserter from your camp is a recruit for 
the army of progress. Olivg to the ignorant dogmas 
of the past; read the 109 Psslm; gloat over the 
slaughter of mothers and babes; thank God for total 
depravity ; shower your honors upon hypoerita, and 
silence every minister who is touched with that her- 
egy called genius. 

“ Ba true to your history. Turn out the astron- 
omers, the geologists, the naturalists, the chemista, 
and all honest scientists. With a whip of scorpions, 
drive them all out. We want them all  Ksep the 
ignorant, the superstitious, the bigoted, and the writ: 


e 
quia 


you waste.” 
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ers of charges and specifications. Keep them, and 
keep them all. Repeat your pious platitudes in the 
, drowsy ears of the faithful, and read your Bible to 
i v herebion as kings read some forgotten riot-act.to 
Y "stop and stay the waves of revolution, You are too 
* weak to excite anger. We forgiv your efforts as the 
sun forgiva a cloud—as the air forgivs the breath 


— — . — — , 
A Sample Death-Bed Conversion. 


A Cincinnati paper recently published a story of a 
death bed conversion, or reversion, which affords the 
religious people much consolation. The tale runs in 
this way : : 

As a strong man he defied God; but when death ap- 
proached he sought him. 

„The words might form the truthful epitaph of many a 
grave. 

It ia well that mercy is promised to those who seek it 
even at the eleventh hour, else the peace of mind of sur- 


rounding friends would be destroyed by imaginations that 


could picture the departed one only in the torments of hell. 

„The death-bed scene of George Kellogg Stillman is cre- 
ating much discussion both among those who, like himself, 
denounced Christianity, and among his religious friends. Mr. 
Stillman was a veteran engraver ard very well known in 
this city, where he lived for a lovg time. 

“ An attack of pneumonia, aided by a previous stroke of 
paralysis, rapidly brought hím to death's door, and on 
Saturday one week ago it was seen that he had but a few 
hours to liv. It was thought best to Jet him know, and Mr. 
Samuel Morin, with whom he had lived since the death of 
his wife ten years before, said to him gently: 


„Mr. Stillman, you are going to die, perhaps before 


morning.’ 
** Yes, I know it,’ replied the sick man, calmly, ‘I am 
going to leave you forever—but where? Where will I go?’ 


“ Midnight came, and the dying man’s face grew careless | 


again as he playfully remarked that he must make a speech. 
Strength seemed to be given him forthe moment, and words 
burried from his ashen lips. 


to be his last. Then a change came over him. The look of 


pain and trouble again entered his am eyes. He looked. 


about appealingly. 

There's something else you want to say " inquired Mrs. 
Morin, who sat by his side. 

„Then, slowly and painfully, with earnest WOFdR, broken 


by fits of coughing and moments of exhaustion, Mr. Stillman 


repeated a portion of the Lord’s prayer, and when he M 
exhausted he looked up and whispered: 

„He knows the rest.“ 

It was seen that Mr. Stillman was repentant, aui his de- 
vout hostess prayed for him as his life ebbed away. The 
dying man was now past speech, but his lips kept moving 
feebly, and in answer to questions as to his belief and pen- 
itence he signed au affirmativ. He retained his conscious- 
ness to the last and died in peace.” 


Ii now turas out that Mr. Stillman had all his life 
been a Ohristian, for years a member of a Baptist 
church, was never known as an Infidel, and that the 
desth-bed scene is a glorious lie for the glory of 
God. 

What won't the Christians do to bolater up their 
system of N ! 

— ÀÀ p — l— 
Editorial Notes. 


Cor. Roserr G. INGERSOLL is the first and second choice 
of the senior class of Cornell’s law school to address the 
school on commencement day. Colonel Ingersoll recently. 
lectured in Troy, and One-half the house was sold within 
two hours after the tickets were ready. . His subject was, 
Liberty for Man, Woman, and Child.” : 


In California's senate Mr. Wilson has moved to amend 
the state constitution so that no chaplain can officiate in the 
legislature or any state institution. Freethought is requested 
by a Sacramento clergyman to say that “this is not an 
attack by Infidels on Christianity; but that it is offered and 
advocated by a professed minister of thé gospel,” which 
that paper thinks is a sign of a quickened conscience. 


ETSEwWwRRRE the activity of the Roman Catholics in Cana. 
dian politics is described, but the item was hardly written 
before dispatches from Albany described also the defeat of 
an excise bill because of opposition from Catholic priests. 
The bill was not a particularly sensible measure, but the fact 
that a few priests can covtro] Tammany Hall politicians to 
the extent of defeating a pet scheme of Tammany Hall liquor- 
dealers is decided'y significant. 

Mm EEE 

Tux Interior department alleges that the army is not fit to 
hav the management of the Indians because some of the sold- 
iers will drink whisky—when they can get it; and they are 
not averse to the seductiv game of poker, and when an 
impenitent mule lays its ears back and refuses to budge the 
soldiers will occasionally exhort the animal in language not 
strictly appropriate to a Sunday-school or a prayer-meeting. 
All this is of course very lamentable, says the Herald, but it 
is very doubtful whether one of these bad soldiers would 


| view had with General Sherman in which the general ex- 


He described the glories of 
ancient Rome and the deeds of great men to his wondering. 
audience, and finished his address with a gasp that looked! 


make the Indians * half as wicked as would the example of 
an unco guid’ hypocrit who would rob them under the 
cloak of humanity and starve them in the name of religion.” 


Tux attempt to pass a Sunday law in California has prob- 
ably failed for the present, owing to the opposition of the 
Liberals of the state. The scene in the senate chamber, 
after the Rev. Mr. Thompson had opened the debate, is thus 
described in poetic measure by George E. Macdonald: 
“There was ‘quiet for an instant—you could hear a creeping 
mouse— 

Avd then a shortish man arose near the middle of the house, 

Who said he was an Infidel, from Infidela he came, . 

That he represented Infidels, and Putnam was his name. id 

The remainder of. the poem isas bad asthis. but it relates 
that when Putnam got warmed up the clerical crowd wasn't 
in it, and that the committee declined to report their bill. 


Iw a letter to the Sun ‘ Private Dalzell tells of an inter- 


pressed his opinion of several of the generals of the army. 
Private Dalzell asked: *** And of Howard: how about that 
Freedman's Bureau scandal ? With a grim smile: Howard 
is a soldier, every inch of him. His glance is not compre- 
bensiv. or quick, but he is a very safe commander in the 
field. Personally he is honest to a fault, I know he is 
blameless in the Freedman’s Bureau matter, and a poor man 
to-day. Why, but the other day I had to lend him money 
enough to resch the command to which I assigned him at 
Omaha. It was his religion that got him into all his trouble. 
Those religious fellows did all the stealing and let the blame 
fall vpon Howard. ‘Why, just let a fellow with a white 
necktie and a Testament under his arm approach Howard 
and he would never suspect him of being a thief.’ At this 
the genera] laughed grimly.” 


As a specimen of the reasoning of those Sabbatarians who 
are making so much trouble all over the country we extract 
the following paregraphs from a letter of Rev. William 
Weir, district secretary of the National Reform Association, 
to the Christian. Statesman: 


„Christ, the Universal King, i is the primary source of the laws 
of the state.?“ 

„His moral law is the standard for the laws of the state.” 

“The American state is bound to make and enforce only such 
laws as Christ the King approver.” 

** Every citizen is bound in conscionae toward God, as well as by 
fear of conse quences, to obey from the heart every anoh law." 

* Every Jaw of the state cortrary to the Moral Law being con- 
trary to the state's primary Constitution ie in the highest sense 


.| unconstitutional.” 


: * No citizen opposed to the Moral Jaw is qnalified to make the 
sio of the state, since he rejects the primary Constitution of the 
state.“ i 

. (These sentiments are vot those of a religious lunatic, but 
of an organization whose power is felt in nearly every legis- 
lativ body in the country, from Congress up to a city 


council. 


“In an interview with a Herald reporter last week in rela- 
tion to Sunday opening of the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
one of the trustees said: There are trustees who hav been 
going deep down into their pockets for many years to sup. 
port the Museum. "They kept on giving, givivg, and giving 


| when the public did not care a straw about the institution.” 


As a matter of cold fact the public of New York were hardly 
aware of the existence of the Museum before the secretary 
of the Secular Union (Mr. 8. P. Putnam) and the Editor of 
Taz Trorn SEEKRKER circulated the petition for Sunday 
opening. The trustees bad gotten their appropriations in a 
very quiet way, through the efforts of a gentleman versed in 
politics, had expended them as though they were private 
funde, and had in every way managed the Museum as they 


the Museum into prominence, and it is safe to say the at- 
tendance has since quadrupled. Instead of deserving con- 
sideration, as the trustee thinks, the fellows who kept the 
museum 888 private art gallery deserve execration. But 


ori Sunday public buildings for which they hav been taxed 


hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
: ; 


Iw his speech in support of the bill removing the legal dis- 
abilities of Roman Catholics to the cffices of viceroy of Ire- 
land and lord chancellor of England, Mr. Gladstone said: 
A distinguished man and admirable member of this house 
was laid yesterday in his mother earth. He was the subject 
of a long controversy in this house—a controversy the begin- 
ning of which we recall and the ending of which we recol- 
We remember with what zeal it was prosecuted; we 
remember how summarily it was dropped; we remember, 
also, what reparation has heen done within the last few days 
to the distinguished man who was the immediate object of 
that controversy. But does anybody who hears me believe 
that that controversy, 80 prosecuted and so abandoned, was 
beneficial to the Christian religion? The penple of this 
country saw through the imposture which blinded many 
members of this house, and it is in the name even of that 
religion which the vast bulk of us believe to be holy, believe 
to be the greatest and only true treasurer of mankind—it is 
in that name—if I must fall back upon such a resource 


lect. 


although it is mainly and broadly on the grounds which we 
are here to discuss, namely, the grounds of constitutional 
law and political wisdom—that I ask vou to giv vour assent 
to the second reading of this bill.’ That was a fine tribute 
to pay to Mr. Bradlaugh. 


A 80-0ALLED new. Freedom of Worship” bill has been 
introduced in the legislature of New York by Senator Emer- 
son. Colonel. George Bliss is the drawer of the proposed 
law, which aims to prevent the diversion of public money to 


would their own private property. The agitation brought. 


when they die the people may possibly be allowed to enter 


the support of institutions unless some form of Catholic 
worship is permitted in those institutions. The bill reads : 
t“ It shall not be lawful for any officer of the state to pay to 
or for any incorporation, institution, society, or association 
nor to managers, agents, or officers thereof, any moneys of 
the state whatever, unless the free exercise and enjoyment 
of religious profession and worship without discrimination or 
preference as guaranteed by the third section of Article T of 
the constitution of the state is in good faith allowed to a!) in- 
mates of such institutions or beneficiaries.” The governor 
and controler may prescribe rules to ascertain whether the 


provisions of this act are complied with in and by the man- 


agers of such institutions to which appropriations of moneys 
by the state hav been made. It also says that any faxpaver 
may apply to the attornev-general to take measures £6 pre- 
vent the payment of any funds of the state in violation af the 
act. The act applies to all sppropristions made this yest, 
and the primary design is to enable the Roman church to det 
up its paraphernalia of worship in the House of Refuge on 
Randall’s I:and, which is now controled by the Protestants. 
Tammany Hall will of course vote for it, but the Proteatan's 
from the country « districts of the state will undoubtedly de- 
feat it. 


TRE Roman Catholic church in Canada haa gone activly 
into politics and will probably control the next election. It 
is needless to say that her influence goes to the conservativ 
party. Archbishop Fabre, at Montreal, has instructed Cath. 
olics to vote for the candidates of that party. and the clergy 
throvghout the province of Quebec are now openly opposing 
the Liberal party. The archbishop’s letter to the cle-gy 
nays: Beneath the British flag, which protects rather than 
dominates, we enjoy the mos‘ precious liberty, sanctioned 
by solemn treaties, and which preserves to us intact our laws, 
our institutions, our language. and, above all, our religion. 
You hav been able to possess these favors up ta the present 
time, thanks to the action of divine providenca, which 
guides our people; thanks also to the power which freely 
accorded these liberties in return for those sentiments and 
acts of perfect loyalty which yon hav never ceased to offer 
upon each and everv occasion. Mav we and our very dear 
brethren remain faithful to our traditions and to our duties 
in this reepect in order that onr conntry may not be exposed 
to the Joss of that which is favorable to her and that which 
brings upon us the admiration of the people of other coun- 
tries.” In tbe country districts the priests are forbidding 
their people to vote for the liherals on pain of the church’s 
displeasure, which means a refusal of the sacramenta ” and 
excommunication. The liberal press has taken this letter as 
a text for criticism of the church, and the archbishop hag 
been roundly abused for his interference. One Jiberal cin- 
didate wrote him asking if he meant what he said. and re- 
ceived an evasiv reply, which closed as follows: “It would 
be most desirable that the prese should take it as a rule not 
to discuss episcopal documents, bnt to content itself with 
publishing them textually.” Which means that the church 
does not propose to hav her methods criticised! The arro- 
gance of Roman Catholicism seems unbounded. 


OnE of Colonel Ingersoll’s characteristic deeds of big- 
hearted generosity was performed on his recent trip to 
Montana to conduct a law cise. It was a henefit Jectnre for 
two little girls made orphans under peculiarly pathetic cir- 
cumstances. Ex-Speaker Witter of the Montana lecislature 
was suddenly summoned home bv the illness of his wife, but 
arrived only to find her dead. On the train he himself waa 
stricken with pneumonia symptoms. and within two days 
was laid beside his wife. He was that rare personage, an 
honest politician, and in his pockets were found just seventy-. 
five cents. His estate corresponded with his cash. Two 
girls, aged six and seven, were thus left to the charity of the 
people, and the ex-speaker’s friends, some of Montana’s 
noblest men, started a fund for their maintenance. It waa 
while this was being raised that Colonel Ingersoll was called 
fo Helena. The fund was bronght to his notice by Hon. J. 
K Clark and H. L. Frank, who intimated that & lecture by 
him would swell the fund, and that they could afford to pay 
him handsomely besides. In five minntes the colonel con- 


| sented to lecture, declined all compensation, and bonght a 


Int of tickets for his immediate friends. The owner of the 
Opera House, John Maguire, gave the use of the building, 
and on Friday night, February 6 h. Colonel Ingersoll lect- 
ured on Shakapere. The receipts were $1.165, making the 
colonel’s donation to the orphan children about one third of 
the total amount raised. The people of Helena are entbusi- 
astic over the splendid act, and if they could elect a presi- 
dent of these United States, Mr. Harrison would be ousted 
to-morrow. The papers of the city commend Colonel Inger- 
soll in warm words, and the orthodox journals of the state 
will do well not to say any'hing against him just now. The 
lecture was the one he will deliver for the Press Club in thia 
city on March 221, when our readers will be made ac- 
quainted with some of its beauties. Shakspere bas been of 
great bevefit to the world. but there are two little girls in 
Montana who will undoubtedly feel more than ordinarily 
grateful to him all their lives. And it is pleasant to know 
that Colonel Ingersoll’s many humane deeds are being ap- 
preriated by others than his personal friends. The Troy 
Budget says of this latest public benefsction: A Western 
paper expresses surprise because Colonel ‘ Bob’ Ingersoll 
Jectured for a charitable purpose in Helena, and not only re- 
fused to accept & cent for his services, but inaddition bought 
a number of tickets of admission. They evidently don’t 
know the ele quent Iafidel very well out West. His heart is 
always a gond deal bigger than his pocket.” Aud its neigh- 
bor, the Saratagian, adds. Who doubts but that those 
tickets will help Bob’ to admission somewhere else some 


day f“ 
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Leilers from friends. 


New Camper, Kan., Feb. 9, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: The city council of Salina was waited.upon 
by a ministerial committee, composed of Rev. F. D. Baker, 
Rev. C. P. Chittenden, et al, praying for the repression of a 
periodical called the Kansas City Sunday Sun, and the idea 
struck the mayor, C. R. Underwood, so forcibly that he urged 
ita carrying out, and so they forbid the selling of it upon the 
streets of Salina. But not long since, one of the former pres- 
idents of the Young Men's Christian Association it is pre- 
sumed went where all the goody-goody " young men go, 
i e., to Canada, and it is estimated that he took with him 
$20,000 belonging to other parties, and all the ministers and 
the papers of Salina that had anything to say upon the sub- 
ject had nothing but the kindest words of praise to offer in 

regard to their very nice young man. JoHN W. ABBOTT. 


Mempnis, TENN., Feb. 7, 1891. 

Mz. Eprron: Inclosed find a clipping out of the Commer- 
cial of this city, which, though not of late date, perhaps 
would be interesting to the readers of Tug TRUTH BEEKER, 
and perhaps useful to some Christian brute who wants script- 
ure authority for beating his wife. It is a pity that the book 
and verse are not given, but Mr. Leiber may be willing to 
accommodate his pious confréres by quoting the passage in 
the Holy Bible”—or rather, Holy Bosh. 

Fort Worrs, Tex., June 6.—Henry Leiber, aged thirty- 
three, has a wife of fourteen, obtained from her father on a 
contract that she was not to be worked in the field. Henry 
is a well-to-do planter, and claims the divine right to beat 
his wife whenever he sees fit, quoting his authority from the 
Bible. Whenever Henry’s food was not cooked to suit him 
he thrashed his wife. Yesterday he ordered her to go to 
the cotton field with his negroes. She refused to go-and 
he beat her. She returned to her father’s and to-day filed 
suit for divorce. 


Yours truly, J. WILTON. 


Mr. Vernon, Ont., Feb. 10, 1891. 

Ms. Eprror: So much pleased am I with the paper and 
pictures that I write these lines to encourage you in your 
good work. I get my paper from the news-agent of Brant- 
ford. He also got me the Text- Book,“ which just suits 
me. All who handle the book hav to, and can, read the 
pictures, whether they want to or not. I want you to send 
me your catalog of publications, as I want some more of 
your books and pamphlets. Being a farmer, I don't feel the 
evil effects of outspoken Infidelity as much as some others. 
I used to take Secular Thought, but economy compelled me 
to drop one Liberal paper, so I chose Tu TRUTH ÑEEKER. 
The pictures settled the case for me. I wanted them for the 
children and myself. I occasionally send copies of THE 
TRUTIRH RRR RR to friends and relativs, and some write that 
they intend subscribing for the paper. 

We are on the eve of a general election. Bcth political 
parties are hopelessly tied to the tail of the Catholic church. 
Of the two, the Reform party is the most truculent and 
subservient, and has sold itself body and soul to the pope. 
In this country the Catholic church holds a party in each 
hand, and at election time the political cow which will giv 
the most and richest milk is the one the church supports. 
At present the United States can hav no sensible use for 
Canada, and we hav no use for ourselvs in a progressiv and 
liberal sense. No doubt this country will become & sort of 
Spain in North America. ~ Jas. B. PALMER. 


Kent, Ia., Feb. 15, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: Taz TRUTH SEEKER came to hand a few 
days ago, and a more happy man would be hard to find just 
on the strength of it. Iam happy to think that I hava term 
paid in advance for such a help to enjoyment of the time 
and such an educator. Well, language fails me to express 
my high approval of the paper. I hav been a reader of THE 
TaurH SEER ER eight or nine years, and I am going to tell 
you that it has helped me in every way. I feel that I am a 
better man in every way. It has brought me to a sense of 
duty. Iam made to love and respect my family and treat 
my wife better ; though I always had a high ambition to do 
that which was right, and to provide all things honest in the 
sight of men—not God, for I never thought he cared a snap 
whether I was honest or not. I hav thought many times 
that I ought to get up and tell my sweet experience, so take 
the present opportunity. I belonged to the church for eight 
years. I prayed, I sang, I washed the saints’ dirty feet, and 
was baptized by triune baptism, so I was pushed under once 
‘in the name of the Father, once in the name of the Son, once 
in the name of the Holy Ghost. And I did many more things 
which space here excludes. Now, dear brother and sister 
Infidels, can you say that I had no faith? Yes, bless you,I 
had even more faith than that, but will not tell. Now, how 
do you think I became enlightened so wonderfully now? 
Why, just one little peep at the noble TguTE SEEKER, and I 
mustered up all the common sense that I had left; that is 
how. 80 I will hav Taz TRUTRH SEEKER as long as my dol- 
lars last. Then, it is so cheap; what is $3 for the amount 
of news it brings weekly? The only advice I wish to make 
is, keep that mighty Heston at work. Gro. W. Keim. 


Pexra, Ia., Feb. 18, 291. 

Mz. Eprrog: I am not a subscriber to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
but my father is a devout believer in **truth and justice to 
all with malice to none,” as well as a subscriber to your val- 
uable paper, and to do him justice and speak a work of en- 
couragement to the few, out of so many, that are trying to 
do that which is right in the way of enlightening the world, 
I thought I would write a few lines on the subject of relig. 
ion. Iam not a believer in the divinity of Christ, nor do I 
believe that the world was created in six days. It seems 
strange to me how any man with a ** spoonful of brains in the 


back part of his orthodox head" can, after reading the holy 
word, believe such a mixed-up mess of stuff as that which it 
contains. When God created the universe, why did he not 
make all things to harmonize with each other? For instance, 
if he wished his beloved children to enter the kingdom of 
heaven, why did he place temptation before them and then 
prepare a place of eternal damnation for them if they should 
allow themselvs to be tempted by that which the all- 
merciful God” set before them? If God foreknew all things, 
he must hav known that his children would sin, and why 
did he not nip the thing in the bud, and that would hav 
settled all future contests between good and evil and there 
would hav been no need of a Satan or purgatory? ; 

The day is fast approaching when people will become wiser, 
and when we shall hav no more prayers and Bible readings 
in our public schools, and when the churches will become 
lecture halls and opera houses and theaters, and public 
money will be paid out where it will be most beneficial to 
the majority of people, instead of paying it out to support 
a few aristocrat know-nothing sky-pilots that do nothing in 
the way of enlightening the people, but simply stand up in 
the pulpit and put on airs and tell the same story over and 
over until the members become completely disgusted and 
weary of listening to them and finally drop out one by one 
until there gre not enough of them left to form a quorum 
(that is, the required two or three) to claim the divine favor, 
consequently when the hour of death draws near they be- 
come almost raving maniacs through the fear of an endless 
hell. Such is the goodness and mercy of God. 

| Yours for Freethought, Mes. C. B. H. 


Cotumsus, Kan., Feb. 26, 1891. 

Mr. EprroR: When I read Bradlaugh was dead, I was 
filled with deepest emotion and cried like a child, for tome 
he was & friend and brother in the broadest, highest sense. 
I hav ever marked his noble, high, triumphant career with 
the greatest interest and approval, and I wish to giv públic 
appreciation of his great worth and service to humanity, be- 
cause his early life, in his struggles to obtain knowledge; 
his toils, hardships, and opposition; his resistance to false 
doctrins and legal and conventional tyranny and the suppres- 
sion of his irresistible self-hood and manhood, were in many 
respects like my own, with far more power to endure and 
resist. He was near and dear to me. He was one of the few 
great and good men that appear on earth to teach us the pos- 
sibilities of the future of man when humanity, truth, liberty, 
and manhood shall lead and dominate the world. His body, 
face, and towering, symmetrical head tel] his character and 
capacity, the aspirations, the scope, and altitude of his great 
mind. Like me, he wasa Materialist—everybody is, if he or 
she knew it. He wasa godless man, an Atheist. He had 
to be; his clear and discerning mind brought him to it, and 
he saw at once that he could not serve God and” hu. 
manity, that Gods must die that humanity may livand make 
the most of life, and earth in time be the abode of health, 
joy, peace, and plenty. He taught by precept and example 
what an Atheist can do and be, however much the Atheist 
has been and yet is belied and disparaged by orthodox and 
Spiritualists, for want of belief in what to him is absurd and 
impossible. But our mental and moral Hercules the invisi- 
ble is prematurely laid low. But he is immortal in the 
never-dying fragrance and effulgence of his glorious life and 
career. Like Paine, his worth and power will be more and 
more felt, recognized, and applauded as we grow onward 
and upward toward the light of a higher life. Even his 
Parliamentary opponents will more or less relent and regret 
their unjust and unmanly treatment. What a grief, what a 
loss, to Annie Besant, his coadjutor and defender! Whata 
loss to all who love truth and humanity! I had hoped he 
would liv twenty years more to see and reap the reward of 
his great services toman. What anirreparable blank he has 
left, for there is but one Bradlaugh. Blessed and sacred is 
his memory to me. : 

The faithful muse shall tell the world thy fame, 
And unborn realms resound thy praise again. 


J. H. Coox. 


Nationat Home, Wis., Feb. 10, a.s. 291. 

Mz. Epitor: How vividly we remember the most trivial 
events of our boyhood days. Away back in the dreary win- 
ter of 1886-7, in the town of Maryland, N. Y., there ap- 
peared, like the illomened star of Bethlehem, one Be- 
num, Brother Benum he was called by the God.afflicted sis- 
ters of his church ; but alas for these dear, deluded sisters! 
for he proved anything than a brother. 

Now, although he enjoyed a remarkably soft snap" 
through all that long, rigorous winter, his devilish desígns, 
amorous intrigues, and sanctimonious villainy seemed to 
know no bounds; and while the whole neighborhood was 
ablaze with scandal, yet he never lost an opportunity to 
preach his regular sermon on Bunday, and every night in the 
week he kept them on their knees and bathed in tears, while 
their shrieks and groans shook the rafters of some farmer's 
house in the neighborhood ; and thus he held them down 
until the spring in spite of the good advice they had received 
from one or two sensible skeptics. He had at length, how- 
ever, become ao reckless that he was (as near as it ever can 
happen) caught in the act of adultery; that is, the woman 
was caught, not the man, for man cannot commit this hei- 
nous Offense, oh, no! but woman only, vile, wretched woman ! 
For the truth of this assertion I refer you to the holy script- 
ures, Where 8 woman was caught in the very act of adultery 
and dragged before God's youngest son for trial. Now, in 
this most remarkable suit, before the highest tribunal on 
earth or in heaven, there was no mention of any man in this 
most horrible crime, which was punishable by stoning to 
death. 

Nevertheless, Brother Benum’s career seemed drawing 
speedily to a close, in our settlement at least. Now, these 


horny-handed farmers assembled late one night to talk about 
the weather and things, while Benum, nearly used up, had 
fallen asleep. One thought he had smelt a rat or something 
for a long time. Hereupon the rest thought so too, and all 
began to wax hostil, and in their kindling fury dragged this 
candle of the Lord before their rustic church committee; 

they thought they had him at last, for he looked so repen- 
tant. Ah, me! how little they knew the man! For Benum, ` 
being deeply impressed with his religious duties, and feeling 

the great necessity of opening everything with prayer, fell 

at once upon his knees and fervently besought God to put 

some sense into the heads of this deluded and m uch befogged 

committee, and after reminding God that they were fools 

and asses, he waited not for their customary amen, but 

sprang like an enraged lion to his feet and with glaring orbs 

faced this awe-stricken and half.paralyzed committee. He 

scored them for all their faults, follies, sins, and above all 

their consummate ignorance and babyish imbecility. Think 

you,” he thundered, ‘‘ that your women are, or ever were, 

virtuous? I tell you, no! For there is no such thing as 

virtue on God’s green orb among women; and as regards 

yours, I will name to your faces at least a dozen of them 

that I myself——” At this stage the committee groaned ; 

but the inspired scoundrel held them down until he had told 

his disgusting story, to the everlasting shame of, doubtless, 

many respectable women of our God-crazed neighborhood. 

Now, there was not à man among these stalwart rustics who 

could not easily hav doubled Benum up and consigned him 

to the flames inthestove; butthey didn't. Why? Because 

they were as helpless in his presence as a nest of young 

mice under a lion’s paw. . 

I hav not the slightest doubt but Benum hypnotized our 
whole neighborhood, and had it not been for outside influ- 
ences over which he could hav little or no control, he would 
hav been as safe in his most damnable practices there for 
any length of time as Sch weinfurth, or Lszarus in Abraham's 
bosom. * 

But this almost lifeless committee, after confessing their 
Shortcomings to Benum, declared that they had serious 
doubts about most women-folks; but begged that dear 
Brother Benum” would withdraw from their midst for a 
season, at least. He would for a bonus. He got it, mounted 
his pony, and rode prayerfully away, while the committee 
wept. Yours truly, NRISOR HUNT. 


Capron, ILL., Feb. 16, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: Another pioneer Freethinker has gone to his 
rest. On the 18th of February, 1891, Danforth Nettleton, 
prostrated by disease and age, passed away at Belvidere, 
Boone county, Ill. He was buried on Sunday, the 15th, in 
the Long Prairie cemetery in the town of Leroy, Boone 
county. He has been a stanch Freethinker for many years ; 
has been a sincere friend and patron of THE TRUTH SEEKER 
and the Freethought cause; was always ready and anxious 
to work for its advancement. He made special request that 
no representativ of any church was to conduct his burial 
service, but that his Freethinking friends should perform 
that service; consequently the last rites and ceremonies of 
burial of this venerable father were conducted according to 
his wishes. 
The following address was delivered at the grave by W. 
Fox. A FRIEND. 


Friends and Neighbors: Before us stands the monument 
dedicated to the memory of our friend and neighbor, Dan- 
forth Nettleton, and his family. Some years ago he antici. 
pated this event, and caused it to be erected, and inscribed 
upon it what he desired to publicly proclaim—that he was a 
Freethinker, such he lived and such he died. He further 
provided for this event by choosing friends in sympathy 
with his line of thought to conduct the service at the grave. 
And in taking a retrospectiv view of his life it shall be my 
desire to answer his request truly. 

Our frfend and neighbor had reached a ripe old age, and 
life’s care and suffering had become quite burdensome to 
him at times, and for some time past he frequently expressed 
a desire to cast off life's burdens. ‘‘But Mother Nature 
ushers us into this world without our consent or knowledge ; 
nature forces us out, with the same disregard for our wishes 
or feelings. We enter in perfect helplessness and ignorance ; 
we retire with but faint perceptions of universal knowledge.” 
Could we hav the choice between individual life and non- 
existence, many there are who would welcome the latter. 
Many poor, struggling human beings hav been cursed with 
life, cursed with the inheritance of feeble bodies or impure 
minds, and are hampered and hedged in on all sides by mis- 
ery and misfortune. No amount of effort could make their 
lives more than passably endurable. Others are born into 
an atmosphere of peace and healthfulness, where they are 
upheld in usefulness and purity by the mere force of circum- 
stances. So secure are they, so guarded, that scarcely any- 
thing in the form of temptation can reach them. They are 
good of necessity. It is clearly the duty of every rational 

eing to do as much good and as little evil as possible; and 
if we only impose upon ourselvs the conditions we thrust 
upon others our standard will be high enough. Knowing, as 
we do, how grudgingly Nature bestows her gifts upon some 
and how lavishly upon others, why should we praise or cen- 
sure each other so loudly? Between us and the inner life 
of everyone a vell is drawn; and we can comprehend but 
little of the internal emotions or secret motivs. There is 
some good in all. Let us then endeavor to cultivate a sym- 
pathy so true, a helpfulness so great, a charity so broad, 
that it may embrace humanity ; and crowd out all evil from 
our own hearts. When, as to-day, we look upon the lifeless 
form of a friend, let us reflect upon these facts. Let us re- 
member that we know not how often those closed eyes hav 
looked through clouds of trouble for rays of hope, those 
silent lips uttered warm appeals which were unheeded, those 
folded hands scattered blessings which yet liv. 

While we regret his loss, and miss him from our daily 
lives, we will not harrow up our hearts with vain regrets or 
fruitless fears. A true and noble man, he made of life the 
best he could. No fear of God, no thought of future pun- 
ishment or reward, controled his acts. His mind was free 
from superstition, and his sense of right and justice was the 
law he obeyed. 

His early life was one of ceaseless struggle and toil, with 
few opportunities for mental culture. He came to this part 
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of the country in an early day, with nothing in hand, to| What a foolish God indeed tter than to | the United States. At the same estimate, it would require 
build for himself and family a home out of the unbroken plant his fourth 3G and | 14 millions of years to fill up all the standing - room on a 
soil of this neighborhood ; and by honest industry, pergever- nonsensical at Gen 1 d- planet like our earth—say 8,000 miles in diameter. Yet 
ing toil, privations, and hardships, he succeeded, nsical statements of Genesis, which are no longer cre « : » 
his latter years he was quite an extensiv reader and in. | ited save by those over whose intellectual horizon the densest | You say that in the few thousand years" that our earth has 
dependent thinker, on the problems of the life forces in the | ignorance prevails! A. H.DazRow. | been engaged in the business enough souls hav been 
realms of Mother Nature. Nature and nature’s laws were evolved, provided any hav, to extend in a compact mass far 
his constant theme of study and thought, and his conclu. beyond our gun in every radial direction ” (if you please, let 
us stop at, and call it, 100,000,000 miles)! That is to say, 


sions, as he frequently stated, were that when man’s organ- 
. igm broke down through disease or age to death, the func. the spirits evolved from our planet in that comparativly 
short period would form a globe of spirits, in compact ` 


tions of the brain ceased, the individual identity mingled 
mass,” 200,000,000 miles in diameter, or 15,625 billions of 


with the elements of nature, and the man was at rest. 
His work well done, let him rest in peace, and leave for 
times the bulk of the planet that produced them! You cer- 
tainly do not mean, in earnest, to say that the truth of a 


us his good example and his honored memory. 
And while we giv to Mother Nature that which is her own, 
proposition, or statement, so infinitly unreasonable and pre- 
posterous, can be established by mathematical demonstra- 


we bury all that’s left us of this friend, and say, regretfully, 
tion.” Let us suppose that the sun and all the planets in our 


our last farewell. 

system were now to commence their period of evolution of 
spirits, and that they should each produce them, in propor- 
tion to their bulk, as rapidly as we hav supposed the earth to 
do. In one million of years our earth would evolve one 
hundred trillions, the sun 1,400,000 times as many as the 
earth, Jupiter 1,200 and Saturn 1,000 times as many as our 
earth, etc. (This is more than fair, for although the sun is 
1,400,000 times larger than our earth, it is only 350,000 tines 
heavier; it, Jupiter, and Uranus being, bulk for bulk,” 
only one-fourth the weight of our planet, and Saturn and 
Neptune only one-sixth.) At this rate of production, our 
entire solar system would evolve a fraction less than 141 
quintillions in one million years, and allowing twelve cubic 
feet to each person, and calling our globe 8,000 miles in 
diameter, it would require our entire system over 23,000,000 
years to form a planet the size of ours. Now, if these hasty 
calculations are correct, or even approximately correct, you 
made a frightful draft on your imagination when you penned 
your-letter. 

You farther state that it can be mathematically demon- 
strated " that when the sun and all the planets arrive at their 
soul-producing period (if they ever do), they will evolve not 
only souls enough to fill all the space belonging to the solar 
system but enough to encroach on and occupy the domain of 
several adjoining planetary systems! It is very difficult, if 
not impossible, for the human mind to gain any clear idea of 
the vastness of the space belonging to the domain of our 
solar system. Let us try to get a little idea of it. 

Down low in the southern hemisphere, in the beautiful 
constellation Centaur, is a bright star called Alpha Centauri, 
which, astronomers tell us, is the nearest fixed star in the 
heaven, being twenty trillions of miles distant. In the north- 
ern hemisphere, in the constellation of the Swan, the star 
called 61 Cygni is ascertained to be about threé times 
as distant, or sixty trillions of miles. No stars in any 
other direction are nearer than these. Our system, then, 
moves in a region of otherwise unoccupied space at least 
eighty trillions of miles in diameter, a fair division of which 
would giv it the control of a vast globe of space forty trill- 
ions of miles in diameter. Now let us suppose the plane of 
our horizon extended in every horizontal direction till it 
reaches the boundary of our system, where gravitation 
shifting turns the other way,” and we hava plane forty 
trillions of miles in diameter, containing more than one and 
one-fourth octillions of square miles. Now, take the soul- 
product of the entire solar system for one million of years, 
and this plane will afford each one of them an area of over 
8,900,000 square miles. Or, to state it differently, it would 
require our entire system to evolve souls more than 8,900,- 
000,000,000 years to furnish one soul for every square mile of 
that plane! Then, if that immense globe of space were cut 
into planes parallel to the first, and one million miles apart, 
there would be forty million planes. In view of all which, 
it would seem that our believers in immortality need enter- - 
tain no serious apprehension of being badly crowded for a 
while yet! 

So far we hav gone on the supposition that the globes 
forming our system were evolving souls continuously, but 
such is not the fact. Of the higher forms or grades of mind, 
they seem shy producers. Our planet existed hundreds of 
millions of years, perhaps, before it evolved a single rational 
being, and it will probably continue to revolve, a dead 
world, millions of years after it has ceased to produce 
them. And it is probable that neither the sun, nor any one 
of the planets but our earth, has in all the untold millions of 
years that it has existed produced a single one. 

But, Brother Wettstein argues, if spirits are produced at 
all, they will be eternally produced, and must of necessity 
ultimately fill up all space. This conclusion is, I think, in. 
correct. It is a self-evident proposition that if you continue 
to giv, without any equivalent being returned, the supply 
will ultimately be exhausted. If the earth furnishes the ma- 
terial from which spirits are evolved, and none of it is re- 
turned, the supply will be exhausted, and the production 
cease, as certainly as it would were it any grosser product. 

It will be inferred that I ama believer in immortality. 
On that subject also I am an Agnostic. I really know noth- 
ing about it. Asa rule, there is a beginning and an end to 
all organisms. There are, however, sometimes radical 
changes in the manner, form, and conditions of life. We 
Bée the locusts, after groveling seventeen years in the dirt 
and darkness, leave that form of life, and, like the cabbage 
worm, caterpillar, etc., become an activ, winged insect, 
and, with apparently much improved faculties and capacity 
for enjoyment, revel for a time, in apparently unalloyed 
happiness, in the pure air and bright sunshine of heaven. 
But in the end it dies. It may be that, with continued life, 
a far more glorious transformation awaits humanity. I hope 
so. But, if it does, it also may end. We may theorize about 
immortality, or settle it in the usual way of the church, 
by authority, but I see no way of determining it, but by ex- 
perience, and I know of no one who has lived long enough 
to do it. W. W. WALSER. 


MAEANDA, Irr., Feb. 4, 290. 

Mn. Eprron: I see that my article with regard to the 
Brotherhood of Moralists is thought by Miss Ella E. Gibson 
to be misleading. I am sorry that one go candid and intelli- 
gent as she is should think so. I certainly did not intend it 
should be so. Several friends whom I respected had urged 
me to join the order, and my aim was to plainly, candidly, 
and briefly giv some of the reasons why I could not comply 
with their request. Miss Gibson says, There is no imputa- 
tion that Garrison and his peers would be excluded from 
membership,” and givs as a reason, because they were 
good, pure men.” Then, further on she says, A believer 
in the phenomena called Spiritualism, as caused by spirits, 
could not belong to such an organization.” In view of the 
fact that Garrison was such a believer I cannot harmonize 
the statements. Then she adds, Why should he desire to 
be a member?" Ido not know why? I incline to think he 
does not so desire. It is too much like joining the church. 
The church claims to be preéminently a moral organization, 
yet. like the Brotherhood of Moralists, a pure moral charac- 
ter in the applicant is not sufficient to secure membership— 
he must subscribe to a creed. If, as in the case I mentioned 
in my former communication, he sees a chair move over the 
'floor in apparently intelligent response to questions both oral 
and mental, and is asked for the cause of it, he may attrib- 
ute it to hypnotism, electricity, jugglery, or any other such. 
cause, no matter how foolish or absurd, and he can still be a 
good member of the order; butif, like thousands of others of 
our purest citizens, he thinks the most rational solution of 
the phenomena is to attribute them to spirit agency, and is 
honest enough to say 80, he is unworthy of membership. 
This exclusivness, I think, cripples the order and hinders its 
usefulness. It tends to widen a breach among the genuin 
friends of reform that ought to be, I think must be, closed 
up before we can succeed in the rescue of our imperiled lib. 
erties for which we are all laboring. In this crisis of our 
fate, when confronted by an organized, wily, and powerful 
foe, who has sworn to crush out our liberties, why should 
we demand of the honest ally who offers to help fight free- 
dom’s battle, that first he must say our shibboleth. . Why 
should we exclude him from our ranks because in some 
minor details ‘‘he followeth not with us?” I am equally 
ready to coóperate with the honest and earnest workers of 
either party. When I wrote my former article I did not 
expect to further discuss the subject, but Brother Wettstein, 
after making some very remarkable statements, and asking 
some questions which he seems to think will be difficult and 
which he asks me to answer, says, ‘‘I pause for a reply. 
Will it be forthcoming?” ‘es, sir, I will answer. But first 
let me thank you for the kind and appreciativ words you 
were pleased to write with regard to the spirit of my former 
article. You call the belief in the after life an “ heirloom of 
ancient ignorance and superstition.” Is not that begging the 
very question in dispute and assuming to settle it by asser. 
tion without proof? If in the end Spiritualism is proved to 
be true, as I hope it will, it will then be found that the igno- 
rance is on the other side of the question. As to supersti- 
tion, I think it an improper term as applied to Spiritualism. 
If Spiritualism is true, then a faith in it is simply a belief of 
facts, which never can be superstition, and if it is not true, 
Spiritualists are mistaken as to the evidence, that is all, and 
there is not necessarily any superstition about it. It is easy 
for either party in a controversy to call the other ignorant, 
superstitious, etc., if they are so minded, but it proves noth- 
ing and does no good. You ask: What if it can be math- f- 
ematically demonstrated that human souls hav been already 
evolved from this planet in such numbers—provided always 
that any hav been evolved at all—that they extend in a com- 
pact mass far beyond our sun in every radial direction, 
En and all this in a few thousand years?" Why, my 
dear friend, if you can demonstrate all that it would be 
awful. WhenIread it I almost felt a sense of suffocation, 
and, as the Irishman said, I wanted a ** gasp of fresh air.” 
An old lady, after reading your letter, said it gave her the 
“horrors.” It would put mein a terrible fix if life continues 
—an old man, the sands of whose life are nearly run out, 
just about to make my bow and depart, to hav it demonstrated 
that as soon as I did so I would find myself in the center of 
an enormous globe, 200,000,000 miles in diameter, composed 
of a “compact mass of spirits,” on top of each other like 
pickled herrings, and no ‘‘room to flap my wings in!” 
Why, it would be as bad as the orthodox hell. I don’t won- 
der that, with such a faith, you hate and oppose the doc- 
trin of immortality. Annihilation would be infinitly prefer- 
able to such a fate. But I can scarcely think that one 80 intel- 
ligent as you are can really believe such statements de- 
monstrably true. If 80, I wish you had. given the dem- 
onstration"—the ‘‘indisputable figures, data, and statis. 
tics” you tell us to ** wait for.” Now, though I never stud- 
ied arithmetic a day in school in my life, I propose to use a 
few “figures,” and, if possible, see what they do dem- 
onstrate on this question. 


To get fairly and intelligently started, let us assume that 
the “few thousand years” you speak of, during which our 
race has existed on this earth, amount to 200,000 years, and 
that the average number of inhabitants of each generation 
was two billions, and that one generation passed away every 
twenty years—which are very liberal estimates. This would 
giv ua an aggregate population, up to date, of 20 trillions of 
souls. By allowing a small fraction less than four square 
feet to each person, they could all stand on the territory of 


Feb. 10, 1891. 

Mn. Epiror: ‘ God is angry with the wicked every day” 
(Psalms vii, 11). Anger resteth in the bosom of fools? 
(Eccles. vii, 9). If the Bible writers called their God a fool, 
were they better than fetich-worshipers? Can Christians 
blame us for not getting down on our knees to an almighty 
fool ‘‘up dar in de sky?” How much inspiration did the 
prophets and seers need to hav in order to call God a fool? 
Will some reverend please inform us? 


If God wrote the first chapter of Genesis, he is just what 
David and Solomon say that he is. In describing the work 
which Jehovah did on the third day of creation, the account 
reads as follows: “And God said, Let the waters under the 
heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry 
land appear; and it was go. And God called the dry land 
earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he 
seas; and God saw that it was good. And God said, Let 
the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the 
fruit-tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, 
upon the earth; and it was so. And the earth brought forth 
grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree 
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind; and 
God saw that it was good. And the evening and the morn. 
ing were the third day " (Gen. i, 9-13). Now, I will let any 
impartial judge decide as to whether this passage does not 
explicitly declare that all land vegetation was created on the 
third day. What else can it mean? Yet we are told in the 
succeeding verses that on the fourth day God created the 
sun, without which no vegetation can exist or grow, as well 
as the moon, stars, and other planets. But all geologists, so 
: far as I hav been able to discover, teach that, as regards our 
solar system, the sun, Neptune, Uranus, Saturn, Jupiter, and 
Mars were all in existence millions of years before the earth 
had & separate form; and that the moon itself must hav 
existed for ages before any land vegetation could hav grown 
on the surface of the earth. Did this God know what he 
was talking about when he inspired Moses, to write such 
nonsense? Was not Solomon correct in observing that God 
was a fool? 

Again, we read in the twentieth and succeeding verses 
concerning what God did on the fifth day. We find that on 
that day he said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the 
moving creature that hath life;” and that on that same 
fifth day of creation God created every living thing that 
moveth, which the waters brought forth.” Now, if this does 
not mean that God created all the fish and other inhabitants 
of earth’s waters on the fifth day of creation, what does it 
mean? If it means anything else, then black may mean 
white and white may mean black whenever found in the 
Bible. 

Theologians, and theological school-teachers who teach 
geology, assert that the days of Genesis mean vast geolog- 
ical periods. But will any self-respecting geologist dare to 
assert that two of these vast periods elapsed between the 
beginnings of land vegetation and the commencement of 
marine animal life, and that the former preceded the latter ? 
Is it not well known to the most superficial student of geo- 
logical science that, millions of years before any of our pres- 
ent land vegetation existed, saurians of huge size and fan- 
tastic forms had plowed the surface of the mighty deep 
and fishes innumerable sported amid its briny waters? Is 
it not a well-known fact that life on thie planet did not com- 
mence, as Genesis asserts, on the land, but in the ocean? 
Has it not been conclusivly shown by an investigation of 
those rocks lying immediately above the metamorphic, that 
land vegetation did not, as Genesis declares, antedate life in 
the ocean by two vast geologic periods? Says Wm. Denton: 
“ Life did not commence on the land; for the land surface 
of the globe was a wilderness of bare and heated rock; and 
life upon it was an impossibility. The first fossils we find 
giv us reason to believe that life commenced in very simple 
forms, and in the ocean ” (Lectures on Geology, p. 76). 

Bo it appears that the scheme of stretching the days of 
creation into vast millennia does not succeed in getting the 
theologians out of their dilemma. Before geology had been 
placed upon a solid basis, theologians were unanimous in 
declaring that to put any other meaning upon the word 
* day” than twenty-four hours would be destructiv to bib- 
lical exegesis. Watson, author of the Institutes," a stand- 
ard work in the regular course of study of Methodist min- 
isters, says it is not safe to attempt to change the signification 
of the word, because to do so is to destroy the foundation 
of the Sabbath. How does it happen that the clergy are 
now so vigorously advocating a Sabbath or Sunday law, 
when their own interpretation of biblical geology under- 
mines the very foundations of their holy day? Is it because 
their creed is in most danger at that point? If so, let the 
war go on, Theology will just as surely be compelled to 
yield this point as it did others, such as the flatness of the 
earth’s surface and the earth as the stable center of the uni- 
verse. The time is now ripe for the utter annihilation of 
the Sabbatarian pretensions of the church, and this point 
should be emphasized, : 
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Children’s Corner. 


Aditsd by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
. River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
hts Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known aa the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


A Ditty of Chicago. 


‘The city of Chicago she sitteth by the Lake, 
Aud a very great and mighty town s she; 
‘There are sights to see in plenty, and there's 
money for to make 
In divers ways, as we shall £hortly see. 


. And in this famous city dwelt a very pious man, 
And he 8tood alone communing with himself ; 
His hands down in his pockets to the elbows he 
did jam, ; 
But be found a doleful scarcity of pelf. 


“Ah! quoth this pious gentleman, “my pockets 
they are lank, 
But I bav a scheme to fill them up again; 
The way I mean to do it is to start a savings 
bank, 
And the course that I shall follow's very plain. 


“Jl start my banking business on a most relig- 
ious plan, 
Til open every morning with a prayer, 
And era we close at evening I will warble forth a 
psalm, 


Planets, Suns, and Atmospheres. | 


To L. L. Goopwin: Fifty-three years an 
educator and. ardent votary of astronomical 
science, I answer your questions with great 
inspiration and pleasure. 

From all that I know, and from my own 
observations of the sun in eclipses, I can say 
it is the sun’s atmogphere we see, and not the 
sun. If this be true, then it is true of all 
suns (üxed stars) and the invisible planets 
that revolve around them. It is very doubt- 
ful about there being any heat in the sun that 
comes to us. 

I think heat on the surface of the earth is 
the result of the earth’s and sun’s atmos- 
pheres’ ccóperativ action. The result, or 
heat, is seen and felt on and near the earth, 
where the atmosphere is the most dense. 
The electricity, or whatever it may be that 
passes from the sun to the earth, produces 
continually increared friction as it approaches 
the earth, and heat is in the same proportion. 
We hav been taught in the text books that 
heat on the planets must diminish as their 
distance from the sun increases, and vice 
versa, and that the heat at Mercury must be, 
if my memory is right, twenty thousand times 
88 hot as red-hot iron. We are taught that 
the heat and light of bodies diminish as the 
equare of the distance increases; thus the 
heat and light three feet away are only one- 


And I'l! place a Bible near my office chair.” 


fo he started up the business in a very dandy 
way, ` 
And practiced his religious rites apace ; 
And he aiways went to meeting upon the Sabbath 
day, 
And in the “Amen corner ” took his place. 


And tke saints came flockiug to him with pockets 
full of pelf. 
And poor men bronght their savings to his door; 
And when they saw the Bible lying on the office 
shelf, 5 
They said, “ We've found an honest man once 
more.” 


And a very godly woman, who hates the smell of 


gin, . 
And loathes the very name of lager beer; 
And thinks a whisky cocktail the unpardonable 
sin, 
And that even cider is & thing to fear, 


She brought a lot of money that she had gathered 


| up 
From many other women in the land, 
To build a gorgeous temple” with a woman on 
the top, ` 
And sbe placed it in the “honest” banker’s 
hand. 


And when she brought it to him he was kneeling 
down in prayer, 
And supplisating loud the throne of grace; 
And with tears of meek coatrition he bedewed the 
offi e chair, 
And a sanctimonious cdor filled the place. 


And the sight was 80 affecting that she could not 
belp but say, g 
„How beantiful a thing it was to mix 
Religion up With banking in this very lovely way, 
Instead of being up to sharper's tricks.” 


And zo the banking business flourished for a little 
Bpace, 
And the banker raked in dollars by the ecore; 
And the banker's breeches pockets were filling up 
apace, 
And he gaid,“ It's nearly time to close the door. 


But first Ill tip the wink unto the dearest of my 
friends, 
To take their money out without delay: 
The working folks hav left enough to answer all 
my ends, 
And I may need my friends’ another day.” 


Next day tha morning papers said the savings 
bank was bust.“ 
And everything was gone to kingdom come; 
It didn't damage muoh the saints among the np- 
per crust, 
But the Binnera in the workshop felt it some. 


And one, he spake quite hotly to his fellows in the 
: shop, 
And he said, “I hope the devil gets the man 
Who, jnst that he may equecze us, goes in part- 
nership with Jesne, 
And hurts his fellow beings all he ean." 


But the very godly woman, who loathed the smell 
of giv, 
She feit her feelings very badly hurt 
That worldly-minded people should say such 
things of him, 
And draggle his religion in the dirt. 


For it was quite impossible go good a man should 
err, 
Sach a bright and shining pillar of the oburch. 
Then the funds she had entrusted him did nor 
belong to her, 
* The other women might hav 4.ff :red much. 


And so this pious gentleman turned out a shock- 
ing fraud, 
And didn’t pay a copper of his debts; 
For you a¢e he had no capital, but just the grace 
of God, 
And that can’t be accepted ag assets. 


And the city of Ohicago still sitteth by the lake 
And gazeth out across the waters proud; 
But religion's at a discount, and the people fairly 
quake 
When they strike a man who gas his prayers 
too Joud. 
R. B. Q. 


‘ninth of those which are but one foot away 
from the body emitting them. 

But this is true only ina horizontal direc- 
tion, on or near the earth’s surface. If we 
go up toward the suv, heat diminishes, so 
that at three miles from the earth it is freez- 
ing cold. 

Again, at our coldest time in the winter 
we are three millions of miles nearer to the 
sun than in our hottest season. 

I agree with you in your conceptions and 
analogies a8 to how the earth would appear 
to a person on the moon, the appearance of 
the aurora ‘borealis, the character and func- 
tions of electricity, etc. 

Probably every body in the Great All has 
its aerial, electric, magnetic atmosphere, both 
for production and protection. The human 
brain has its atmosphere, its halo of colors, or, 
if I may so speak, its cerebral solar spectrum. 
Clairvoyants hav often told me with great 
enthusiasm what a brilliant crown.of colors 
encircled my upper brain, or head. No 
words can express the charming, fascinating 
effect colors hav upon me. The atmospheres 
of persons vary in character and quality 28 
much as the persons from whom they ema- 
nate. I believe, when two persons are at- 
tracted and congenial, their atmospheres blend 
more or less; when two persons repel each 
other, their atmospheres, or spheres, collide. 
Perhaps there is as much. difference in the 
atmospheres of suns and planets as in those 
of human beings. “Well, I think you area 
pretty smart chap for a young lad of only fifty- 
seven, judging from your analytical, discrimi- 
nativ, comprehensiv expression." Iam only 
seventy-two, and know how little I know, 
which is more than everyone can say. 

. Howéver wise you may be ín astronomy, if 

you hav not read Colonel Kelso's ** The Uni- 
verse Analyzed," you ought to. Its concep- 
tions, desc iptions, and logic in relation to 
world development, gestation, growth, and 
decay, and that the universe, a8 & whole, is 
and appears always and forever the same, 
satisfies my mind far better than anything 
else I hav read. 

How an astronomer and a true cosmologist 
can believe in the inhuman, absurd, pueril 
myths and dogmas of the God.creation hum- 
hug, is very strange to me. Most of our 
Freethinkers would be greatly expanded and 
exalted if they knew more of astronomy. I 
hav only barely alluded to a few points, for 
I need much more space than the Children's 
Corner can giv me. Hoping that, as we are 
young, we may yet grow much, I bless you 
and reach out my hand to shake. 

Pror. J. H. Coox. 
—————9—9—— — — 


Chats with Correspondents, 


E. Roveszau.—Come again, and you will 
be welcome every time. You hit the nail on 
the head, as the saying is. 

Sap A. M. — Your story is on file and will 
come along in good time. We are as busy as 
busy can be, and that's the reason you do 
not get a nice long letter. Hope you are well 
and happy as you deserve to be. 

James B.—It does not mature very fast, 
that is, the project of the young people's 
paper that you kindly ask about. It needs 
capital, and lots of it, to start any kind of a 
smart paper, such as ours will he when it 


| does start. We are promised brains from ail 


^ 


parta of the world, but we need some money 
back of the brains. Be Mad 

Gzo. J. R.—We call you our ‘right-hand 
man.” We claim that we hav the brightest 
young men and young women, the darlingest 
little girls and little boys, in our Children's 
Corner, that can be found in a journey 
around the world. v. a, aie eO 

Marre Y.—So you want to be a captain in 
the Salvation Army! That's all perfect non- 
sense, Mattie. Be a captain in the Liberal 
ranks, and scatter joy and sunshine as you 
go. You want to be up with the times, and 
not a thousand years behind them. 

E. Dos Sanros.—Your communication is 
received and will appear soon. 


Correspondence. 


Bayorort, S. D., Feb. 8, 1891. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: My uncle has taken 
Tue TRUTRH BzzkzR for a long time. I like 
the Corner very much. We go to a literary 
meeting every Thursday night. I read a 
piece out of the Corner; the title of it was, 
Found Asleep.” Iam twelve years old. I 
go to school. Istudy the Fourth Reader 
arithmetic, history, geography, spelling, and 
writing. Í hav one brother who is nine years 
old; his name is James. He goes to school. 
I must stop for this time, and I will write 
some time again to the Corner. I remain, 
Your Liberal friend, GRACE A. MILLER. 
BgowNsSVITLE, ORE., Feb. 8, 1891. 
Dear Miss Wixos: I thought I would 
write a few lines to the Corner. I like the 
Corner and the children's letters. My 
grandpa takes the grand old TRUTH SEEKER. 
Í always look at the pictures, and read the 
Corner. Grandpa has taken Tue TRUTH 
Srxxesr long before I was born, and now Lam 
eleven years old. I go to ķchool. I am in 
the Fourth Reader. I stndy.arithmetic, read- 
ing, writing, geography, and spelling. Iam 
an orphan. I liv with my grandpa and 
grandma. As this is my first letter to the 
Corner, I hope it will not be thrown in the 
waste-basket. Iremain, : 
Tour friend, BLANOHE EVEREST. 


— 


PHILADETPEIA, PA., Feb. 2, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I am highly pleased to 
read the article in THe TRUTH SRRKRR this 
week about the SundayClub. Father thinks 
it is a capital idea, and he says he is willing 
for us to start a Sunday Club in our house, 
as he believes in the children enjoying them- 
selvs on a Sunday. They hav school enough 
all the week, without having Sunday-school 
to attend to. I am much delighted to read 
the Children’s Corner. This is my second 
letter to the Corner. It has been a year and 
a half since I wrote my first letter. I am 
keeping that and felt proud to read it to-day. 
I go to school every day, and will be thirteen 
next June. I am in the third grammar, for I 
was promoted to-day. Iam anxious to leave 
school, but father says that I must learn all I 
can while Iam young, as he thinks I am too 
young to goto work. I go to the Sunday. 
meetings every Sunday with father and my 
sisters. We children often think that if 
parents would take their children to our Lib- 
eral meetings what a large gathering of chil- 
dren would be there. We often ask father 
how it is, but he says he cannot understand 
it. I will conclude with my love to the ed- 
itor and all the children that write to the 
Children's Corner. ELEANOR LONGFORD. 


New ERA, Orr., Feb. 5, 291. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I will try to write a 
few lines for the Children’s Corner for the 
first time. 

My papa and mamma are Liberals, so we 
children are not growing up in ignorance. 

I go to school. I am fourteen years old, 
and study reading, history, arithmetic, phys- 
iology, geography, grammar, drawing, and 
spelling. 

Our teacher is a young lady who is well 
known in the Liberal ranks. Her name is 
Miss Katie Kehm. 

We hav a Liberal lyceum here, but we hav 
only & small attendance, yet we keep up 


courage. 
We celebrated Thomas Paine’s birthday 
here, when our president, Miss Kehm, deliv- 
ered an address. 
I must tell you about our bright young 
secretary, Miss Laura Zzek. She is a very 
nice reader. 


Weare also trying to establish a Liberal]! 


school. If we can get as much as $1,000 we 
will build one of the best schools on the 
const. 

With best wishes to you and the children, 

Yours for liberty, WILLIE Jzs82. 
A OHARMING LETTER FROM A OHARMING LITTLE 
BOY. : i 
Bruxo, 8 D., Feb. 1, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Will you suffer a little 
orphan and a non-subscriber to appear in the 
Children’s Corner of Tug TRUTA SEEKER? 

Pa is not a subscriber to Tug TRUTR SEEKER, 
from the fact that we are too poor to pay for 
it, but still we get one every week. That 
good man, Leonard Geiger, of Hudson, N. Y., 
sends us Tae Teura SREKRR and Investi 
gator every week, and I enjoy reading your 
Children’s Corner so much. I do love to 
hear little Freethought children talk. I am 
one myself. But I am the only child Infidel 
I ever saw, hence I hav no little boy asso- 
ciates. I hav been going to school for a few 


weeks past, but I must atop now and go to 
work. Pa says he aims to start me again the 
1st of July and Jet me continue two months; 
then I must stop again and pick cotton two 
and a half months. Pa says you are one of 
the grandest ladiesamong Liberals. Hetalks 
about you so often. We hav your photo- 


‘graph. Pa says he has had it seventeen 


years, long before I was born. Remember 
me kindly to all the children cf the Corner. 
And now, as this is my first letter, I will 
close, hoping to see it in printere long. I 


will write you occasionally if it is acceptable. 


I must close and get our dinner. Affection- 
ately, your little orphan bov. Good-bye. 
V. Bure Caszy. 

[We shall: snuggle you into the warmest 
place in the Corner, Burr. Tell us about 
cotton when you write'again—how it“grows, 
its blossom, fruit, and the picking“ of it. 
Yes, Leonard Geiger is better than gold.” He 
thinks we do not know how much good he 
is doing, but it comes out every once: in 
a while.. Thank papa Casey for compliments. 
—En». C. C.] ae 


DonouzsTER. Nre , Feb. 8, 1801. 

Miss S. H. Wixon, Dear Madam: I now take 
my pea in hand to write a letter to the 
Children’s Corner. I like to read the let. 
ters in the Children’s Corner. I go to 
school, but did not go to-day because it. was 
stormy. m" 

I like my teacher; her name is Miss Sche- 
rer. I hav two miles and a half to go to 
school. qr ES 

Iam twelve years old this June. 

The reason why I cannot write any. better 
is because I was left-handed, and after 1 got 
so I could write pretty good, the teacher 
made me write with my right hand—that &et 
me back. “7? 

My grandpa takes Toe TRUTH SEEKER. 

"I study reading, arithmetic, physiology, 
grammar, writing, geography, and spelling. 

I go to the lyceum Friday nights and speak 
pieces. We hav speaking at our achool every 
other Friday afternoon. 

We had a snow here last Tuesday, the first 
snow we hav had tu amount to anything. 

I hav *' The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text. 
Book.” I like to look at the pictures in it.. 

This is my first letter to the Children’s Cor- 
ner, and I want to surprise grandpa, as he 
does not know that I wrote it. j 

My papa and my grandpa like to read. 

- Papa takes four papers and so does grandpa, 
and after they get through reading them they 
exchange papers. 

Grandpa thinks Taz TRUTH SEEKER is the 
best of them all. 

If you do not put this in the waste-basket 
I will write.again some day. 

Yours truly, a little Freethinker, 
: -JE88E A. JOHNSON, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, 
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Subscription price, $3 per annum. 
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CONTENTS: 


The Prevention of Disesse—Hygieno of D'ffer- 
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Fordyce Barke-. M D , Professor Bellevue Med - 
ical Uollege, N. X, saya: I regard your book, 
How to Preserve Health,’ aB the most sound, 
a-neible, and useful book on the topics which jt 
dironsses that I bav ever met. I wish it oonld ba 
in the hands of every intelligent head of a family 
and in the library of every svhool, for I think it 
wonld popularize a vast amount of important and 
useful knowledge, and thus be of great service to 
the community. I am partiou:arly pieaged with 
one feature of it; that it does rot profeaa to teach 
roping and drueging, which our a xions grand- 
motbers and others. jacking the requisit eſemen- 
tary knowledge are too prone to inuulge in, and 
oftentimes do great harm thereby. I conrratu- 
Jate you on the wisdom and guacessof this effort.” 

John B. Hamiiton, M.D, Sargeon- General cf 
the Navy, and "rofessor of Surgery, Georgetown 
University: “I thank you for the exoeltent book, 
How to Preserve Health.” I hav no doubt of the 
necessity of such books, and yorra is of such 
marit that it will surely be successfa).” — 

: §imuel Sherwell, M.D., Professor f Diseases of 
the Skin, Brooklyn: „our - x ellen treatise, en- 
titled How to Preserve Health,’ appears to me 
admirably adapted for the reading of the laity, 
correcting as it does a large number of false 
impressions that prevail among them The 
direct suggestions, as in remarks on the skin, are 
of decided value.” : i 
Price, Cloth, $1.00. ,. 
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Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 


Adventures in the Land g 
of Cosmos. New Boripture (evidently inspired). 
Discovered by I. N. Frpkl and A. Hoox. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE CRISIS. 


By THOMAS PAINE. 
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through the Action of Earth 
Worms. By Charles Darwin, LL. D. 
F. R. S. (Double number). 


Scientific Methods of Capital Pun- 
ishment. By J. Mount Bleyer, M.D. 
(Special number). 


. The Factors of Organic Evolution. 


By Herbert Spencer. 


The Diseases of Personality. By Th. 
Ribot. Translated from. the French by 
J. Fitzgerald, M.A. 
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Price, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
AERTS WANTED ese 


A. Boot! way, N. Y. 
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AT THINE OWN HOME. 
Send 10 cents to_Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
speolalist; for his Private Counselor "—a valua- 
ble book for young and middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from & Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It sets forth an External Appli- 
eation—A POSITIVE OURE, as it matters not how 
long standing, how bopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD. WORD. i 

R is an ontspoken Liberal, a human- 
E H generous patron of the Freethought 
ress, He has many testimonials to the value of 
his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 


| ment and deserves patronage.—Freethought, 


For Sale at This Office. 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in the 


$1.00, 


WORLD-RENOWNED WATCHES, 


Best grades American Btem-windera : In silver- 
,50; 9 e wels, $8; 11 jewels, $9; 

15 jewels, $10; do. adjusted, $16. In 8 ounce coin 
$4.50, and 5 


1 | ave.» 


16 jewels and all modern improvements, $3 
: l No watch 
in the world competes with it. Finer watches up 
to ear, and 
lled gold: 
years, 
Beware of New York Worid/s 10 karat and spurious 
cases. Watches cleaned, best work, $1; springs, 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 
Memorial Address to Roscoe 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 


Liberal Meetings. 


Thess notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Loot- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey gt., cor. Marke 
st, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7:30. Lecture’, debates, and disous- 
sions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 


ident, Henry Brrp; Secretary, Ooga BELLE 
FLAGG. i 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 


fon 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E „„ at 3 F. M., ee 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Pla 
form free. Charles Monholiand, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood sis.. at 2:30 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religions and social 8 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publioationsalwayson band atcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P. M., at the town hall. All friends of human 


cultivation are invited. Manros HEIGHTON, Seo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 
O., meets the first and fourth Bun. 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Tux TRUTH BEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Burr, Cor. Bez. 


Chicago Secular Unlon 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. i 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meotings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Leoture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Woralists, No. 203, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 9:80 P.M. All Liberals are cordially in- 
ted. F. V. DRAPER: Cor. Beo. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 r.m., at 412 Nicollet 
oma 13 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
nn. J.F.MACOMBER, Pron.: Legor BERBIER, Bec. 


Des Moines Seenlar Unten 


Holds regular.meetings at Good Templar Hall. 
Flynn Block. S. H. eorner?th and Locust streets 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
&broad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pros. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meeta qyerg Sunday, at 7:30 P. M1. in the publio 
Bohool building in Port Angelon, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs, and select read: ne. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 


uted free. Frank MoRsE, Cor. Bec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 
Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 
and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parra 
Everybody invited. Mas. R. M. BERBA, 
Preg.; J. H. MoWILLIAMS, Rec. Seo. 


The Walla Walla Librral Club 


eets every Sunday at 2 P.x. in Grand Army 
all, Main street, Walla Walla, Wasbington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discuasions.—Origina, 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A. W. OALDER, Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all, Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. Broz, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; CHARLES SHEA, Sec. 


New Edition, Revised gnd Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Oloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayotte Place, New York. 


Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at 
this office. Price, 50 cents. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
for 95cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, 
: Price, 25 Centr, 
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eus of the Beek. 


Mempurs of the church of Father Yodyzsus 
at Williamsburgh, N. Y., hav issued a cir- 
cular stating: During the three years he 
has been with us he has received all the 
money donated for the church. Where has 
he pus it? As it is not in the church it must 
be in his pocket." 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 7, 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS GODS. AND RELIGIONS 
: z : „ A renee eee a 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


Vol. I. Give a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
eaohers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent 

tists, eto. (who were not 08), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pD., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g. e., $4.50. 

BY D. M. BENNETT, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Boien- 


Bram has apprepri- 
ately been appointed 
minister to China. 


Inpran TERRITORY 
ghost dancers continue, 
and trouble js feared. 


MoxzMoxs are emigrat- 
ing to a tract of land 
near Chihuahua, Mexico. 


Seven thouraud Chi- 
cagoans will be sued for 
movey promised the 
Fair. 


THE pope is preparing 
instructions to Cardinal 
Gibbons on American 
0 1001s. 


Rev. Beran MxnzILL 
bas been appointed 
United States consul at 
Jerusalem. 


CaTBHoLIOS hav for the 
firs: time appeared as 
members of the Japanese 
parliament. 


AUSTRALIAN parochial 
schools report ten per 
cent increase of attend- 
ance last year. 


SEVERATL thousand 
boomers hav entered the 
Cherokee strip, but will 
be expelled by troops. 


CatHotios hav gained 
the ascendant in the re- 
public of Columbia, B.A., 
and are Catholicizing the 
schools and other insti. 
tutions. 


Ca'THOL'OS are arranging a parochial school 
exhibit for the World's Fair. 


MaapaLiA Wirt, a girl working for the 
sisters of St. Joseph’s Hospital, New York 
city, has developed religious mania. 


Provipenoz, in anger with Massachusetts 
churches, sent a thunder-storm in winter, on, 
the 28th ult., which injured four of those 
buildings. 


A PAPAL allocution to French and Brazilian 
Catholics instructs them to leave present 
political parties and unite to procure liberties 
for the church. 


Tue bishop of Cloyne, Ireland, has had 
read in all his churches a letter warning the 
people that Parnell designs to induce them to 
defy the church and ignore religion. 


AzoHBIBHOP IRELAND has pronounced for 
closing the World's Fair Sundays, as not to 
do 80 ** would be almost an official declara- 
tion that the American Bunday has passed 
into oblivion." 


Dr. WiNpTHOnsT, the leader of the Oath- 
olic party ia Germany, where his church is 
denied many liberties, said in & toast at a 
public dinner that America is the model for 
Germany to follow. 


CARDINAL GrBBows said Jast Sunday that 
„our savior declares that the nuptial bond is 
‘ratified by God himself, and hence no man 
nor any legislation framed by men can validly 
. diasolve the compact.” 


TRE archbishop cf Montreal favored re- 
election of Sir John Macdonald's party, to 
secure veto of the measures abolishing Cath- 
,olic separate schools, and French as the 
ficial language, in Manitoba. 


In a Jersey City, N. J., synagog on the 28th 
uit. Benj. Lippschu:z received internal inju- 
ries by being kuocked down and kicked by 
the Cassella, uncle and nephew, in a dispute 
over possession of a place for prayer. 


In the Indiana senate on the 24*h ult. Sen- 
ator Magee charged President Snaffer of the 


Street Railway Co., who is also president of 
the state Y. M. C. A., with offering him 
bribes to vote against bills to which the com- 
pany is opposed. 


CANADA is turmoiled by the party that asks 
reciprocity ia trade with us, and the party 
that charges the reciprocationisis with being 
influenced by United States greenbacks. 
Tnere is talk of civil war,” the point of 
the bayonet,” ‘‘cowardly traitors,” rebel 
conspirators,” . Yankee hirelings," and the 
battle cry of loyalty.” Some of the mottoes 
are: “Home rule, not Yankee rule, should 
be and is the rallying cry of every true 
Canadian.” Vote for Kiulbach and God 
-Bave the Queen,’ and against ‘ Yatkee 
Doodle)" Vote for Kaulbach and the 
union. jack in perference to the stars and 
Stripes.“ ` 


cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible, 
8vo,835pp. Vol. II. Describes ly all 
the Religious Systems of the Worid, 
8v0,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7 


; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, 
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Story of the Year Abroad, - - 


Some Alaskan Myths. Ida C. Crad- 
| dock, Corresponding Secretary of g 
1 the American Secular Union. Illus- 
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Where the Roman Catholics Got 
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And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him and rent it in twelve pieces.—1 Kinga xi, 30. 
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passage which is in Malachi. 


olic over the Protestant Bible. 


gene of ‘Thought, 


PEOPLE ask me, if I take away the Bible 
what are we going todo? How can we get 
along without the revelation that no one un- 
derstands? What are we going to do if we. 
hav no Bible to quarrel about? What are. 
we to do without hell ?—Jngersoll, 


No conscientious man can be truly happy 
except bv ignoring the 
doctrin of future ever- 
lasting punishment.— 
Robert C. Adams. 


THE medieval miracle- 
creed stili lurks in the 
popular explanation of 
the more occult phenom- 
ena. While the natural 
‘sequence of cause .and 
effect is, for instance, 
freely admitted in such 
p'ain cases as the stabil. 
ity of a well built house 
and the collapse of a 
rickety structure, the 
phenomena of health and 
disease, of atmospheric 
changes, or of the (appar- 
ent) caprices of fortune 
in war or games of chance 
are still ascribed to the 
interference of preter- 
natural agencies.— Prof. 
Felia Oswald. 


Bratz miracles I hav 
demonstrated to be of no 
more value than pagan 
ones; and I hav sought 
to show that belief in 
miracles in past ages re- 
sulted from the ignorance 
and credulity of the 
masses who believed in 
them, and that, as the 
people become more in- 
tel igent and their knowl- 
edge increases, their be- 
lief in supernatural inter- 
ference with the laws of 
nature gradually dimin- 
ishes to the vanishirg 
point.— Arthur B. Moss. 


Waar men want of 
reasons for their opinions 
they usually supply and make up in rage.— 
Tillotson. 


Tug question as to the general existence of 
religion among men is indeed, to a great ex- 
tent, a matter of definition. If the mere 
sensation of fear, and the recognition that 
there are probably other beings more power- 
ful than man, are sufficient alone to consti- 
tute a religion, then we must, I think, admit 
that religion j8 general to the human race. 
But, when a child dreads the darkness and 
shrinks from a lightless room, we never re- 
gard that as evidence of religion. Moreover, 
if these definitions be adopted, we cannot 
longer regard religion as peculiar to men. 
We must admit that the feeling of a dog or a 
horse toward its master is of the same char- 
acter, and the baying of a dog to the moon 
is as much an act of worship as some cere- 
monies which hav been so described by trav- 
elers.—Lubbock in Origin of Civilization. 


. Not alone in nature, but also in literature, 
the fathers were ignorant and unscholarly. 
Jerome and Origen were the only ones who 
could read Hebrew, unless we except Doro- 
theus, Justin Martyr quotes from Jeremiah 
and calls it Isaiah. Ciement of Alexandria 
quotes as scripture passages which are not in 
tne Bible. . In quoting from an oppo- 
nent he would ingert—not with intent to mis- 
represent, perhap3, but with the same result 
—"words not in the original, and he even does 
the same in quoting from the B.b!e. Ter- 
tullian quotes as in Leviticus a passage not 
in that book; he mi:quotes history; he cites 
as in Isaiah a passage not in that book, but 
in Revelation, and he is frequently inaccurate 
in quotations. The gospel writers committed 
the same blunders. The man who wrote the 
gospel of Matthew attributes to Jeremiah a 
passage which is in Z:chariab; and the writer 
of the gospel of Mark atiributes to Isaiah a 
One curious 
illustration of this, and of how sacred books 
are formed, is seen in the excess of the Cath- 
The former 
has quite a number of books which are not 
in the latter—such as the two of Maccabees 
and the Song of the Three Children— which 
Protestants call the apocryphal Old Testa- 
ment, but which Catholics consider as much 
the word of God as any other books. The 
reader has already seen that the ancient Jews 
did not consider these authoritativ, and the 
Palestinian Jews did not include them in the 
sacred collection. The Greek Jews, however, 
thought more of them, and the Alexandrian 
Jews placed them in an appendix to the 
Greek canons at the end of their Bibles, the 
same as they used to be printed in our old 
Bibles. The early Christians of Africa could 
not read Hebrew ; they had to use the Greek 
manuscripts ; and as they saw the apocryphal 
books in the collection, they supposed they 
were a part of it. The result was that the 
early Bible-makers in the African church in- 
cluded the apccryphal books because they 
were.not intelligent enough to leave them 
out.—Bronson O. Keeler. 
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Botes and. Clipgings. 


Susan H. Wixow, of the Fall River school 
committee, says she will urge the establish- 
ment of school kitchens in the Fall River pub- 
lic schools. She thinks the ability to trans 
late Horace isa prettier accomplishment if 
accompanied by the knowledge how to bake 
bread and fry potatoes.—JNew York World. 


Tak Bowman Evangelical Conference at 
Allentown, Pa., on the 2d deposed from the 
ministry and expelled from the church the 
Rev. N. A. Barr, of Adamstown, for gross 
slander and defamation of character. The 
Rev. S. P. Spreng brought the charges, on 
the strength of postal cards written by Barr 
to Spreng, in which occur these words: 
** Bob Ingersoll is the champion blasphemer. 
You are fast gaining the reputation of being 
the champion liar of America. If you hav a 
superior, it must be Isher, Horn, Bowman, 
and Yeakel. Not for all the bishops’ hats, 
historical chairs, and editorial tripods in the 
world would I want to be in your place. 
Yours in pity.” 


A ovispatoH to a Catholic paper reads: 
** Columbus, O., Feb. 25.—The Catholics of 
Ohio will appreciate the services of Mr. Tut- 
hill, state librarian, in adding to the state 
library a valuable collection of Catholic 
books. Several hundred volumes of fiction, 
philosophy, history, and poetry by noted 
Catholic writers, were received lately. Here- 
tofore in the selection and purchase of books, 
Catholics hav been ignored, Mr. Tuthill be- 
ing the first librarian who-has shown any 
consideration to the claims of justice which 


might hav been urged by Catholics.” We 
wonder if “the claims of justice which 
might hav been urged by” Freethinkers, 
that they should also be represented, will 
meet with the same consideration. 


In the committee of the whole the Minne- 
sota senate has recommended that the follow- 
ing bill be passed: ** That any female person 
who shall, upon the stage or platform in any 
theater or opera house, concert hall or any 
public place whatever where other persons 
are present, expose her nether limb or limbs 
dressed in tights so called, or in any manner 
whatever so that the shape or form of her 
nether limb or limbs are plainly visible to such, 
other persons present, shall be guilty of open 
and gross lewdness and lascivious behavior 
and guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon con- 
viction thereof shall be punished by a fine of 
not less than $5 nor more than $100, or im- 
prisonment in the county jail not less than 
five days nor more than thirty.” 


Rexigious zeal explained two cases of vol- 
untary starvation admitted to the Barge Office 
hospital at New York a few days ago. The 
patients—Michael Bucher, thirty-seven years 
old, and Mrs. Dwara Elyson, seventy years 
—were passengers on the Cunard steamer 
Umbria, which arrived Sunday from Liver- 
pool and Queenstown. They came from 
Russian Poland, and both are orthodox He- 
brews of the strictest sort. They told Dr. 
Quiteras that after reaching Hamburg, Ger- 
many, which was four days before they em- 
barked on the Umbria, they could find no 
“ Kosher” food, or food prepared after the 
manner prescribed by the Hebrew religion. 
On board the Umbria they met the same dif- 
ficulty, and during the entire voyage they 


subsisted on flour and water, refusing to 
touch any of the meats or other articles of 
food prepared on board. They were seven 
days on the voyage, and had been for eleven 
days practically without food when they 
reached the Barge Office. They were too 
weak to walk and were greatly emaciated. 


AT the “gambol” of the Lambs’ Club at 
the Broadway Theater, New York, last week, 
Col. Robert G. Ingersoll opened the exercises 
with what was styled on the program an in- 
troductory address, but which the genial 
colonel himself designated as a“ talk.“ And 
a very plain talk it was, too, for it was ad- 
dressed not only to the actors on the stage 
but to the people who sit as auditors to hear 
and see theatrical representations. Colonel 
Ingersoll came out flat-footed against the 
so-called realistic dramas of the day, de- 
nounced them vigorously and advocated the 
cultivation of more of the ideal in stage pres- 
entations. While he did not advocate the 
tearful and lugubrious to the exclusion of 
everything else, neither did he go in for the 
continuous grin and the desire to make laugh- 
ter prominent above all things. The blend- 
ing of pathos and merriment, he thought, 
ought to be the aim of our actors and play- 
wrights. Colonel Ingersoll’s talk was vigor- 
ously applauded throughout. This speech of 
Colonel Ingersolbs was spoken very poetically 
at times. The Herald in its account of the 
entertainment designates Colonel Ingersoll as 
a “Lion Lamb,” and further uses this amus- 
ing language: That merry-hearted lamb 
that has no wool on the top of his head, 
Colonel ‘Bob’ Ingersoll, made the bow for 


the Lambs, and welcomed everyone from 


the stage, urging every young man to form a 
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club by marrying his best girl and then wait- 
-ing for membership." 


Wira the marks of nails on both hands and 
feet, James Quinn, an old man, lay on a cot 
in the Philadelphia Hospital on the 27th ult., 
suffering from wounds self-inflicted while 
seeking to crucify himself as his savior was 
crucifled. Though the pain of the wounds 
must hav been intense, the old man seemed 
not to notice it, but to suffer great mental 
agony over imaginary sins. He clasped his 
hands in constant prayer in penance for past 
miedeeds. For years he has been a religious 
enthusiast, but his family had never seen any 
reason to guppose that his monomania on this 
subject would lead him to do any injury to 
himself. For the previous week he had been 
unusually wild in his religious ideas, and on 
Thursday night the climax came. Roughly 
marking out the form of a cross upon the 
floor, and procuring an old hammer and some 
nails, he was ready for the self-sacrifice. 
Placing a nail upon his right foot, a sharp 
blow from the hammer drove it clean through. 
Great aa the agony must hav been, he prob- 
ably made no sound, knowing that it would 
arouse his mother, son, or daughter. An- 
other nail was placed upon the other foot, 
but the blow from the hammer failed to drive 
it through. It struck a bone, in which it be- 
came imbedded. Laying his left hand flat 
upon the floor, with the palm upward, he 
drove a third nail deep into the flesh. While 
seeking to drive a fourth nail into his right 
hand, which must necessarily hav been 8 
very difficult o peration considering the lacera- 
tion of his other hand, the family were 
awakened and Quinn- was prevented from 
completing the job. 
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Communications. 


What Is a Messiah ? 


In debating any controversial subject it is well 
that each disputant should know the meaning of the 
terms used by his opponent and by himself. . Offense 
is often taken by misconstruing some remark of 
another. Once on 8 time two men fell to wrangling 
on the question of the annual production of corn in 
the world end the countries which produced the 
most. They figured and disputed till each thought 
the other an idiot. The Englishman had included 
all cereals in the term “corn,” while the Yankee had 
been thinking only of our great maize crop. Neither 
one knew what the other was talking about. 

Now, as men will differ so much on provable 
questions relating to things of this little world of 
Cure, it should be no wonder that, when they leave 
the cornfield to dig with the same tools in the bound- 
less, unfathomable, mystic field of theology, they 
should raige hell and discord. . 

Most persone imagin something they call God, and 
are terribly afraid of it. The savage pictures a 
savage God smashing things with lightnings and 
storms. The cruel man’s God isa God of wrath, 
“taking vengeance on his enemies”—dealing in 
slaughter and pestilence. The more merciful man 
carves in his mind s more merciful God, and sings 
of his “loving-kindness,” even though a hurricane 
bas just destroyed his growing corn. Many people 
of the present age hav adopted an ancient God and 
undertaken to clothe it with garments of love and 
peace without first removing its fighting costume 
and washing off the war- paint. He who steals, and 
is just intelligent enough to know it is wrong, will 
hav his God say to other folks, Thou shalt.not steal. 
Man is his own model in constructing a God, hence 
many gods with different attributes. 

Barbarous tribes are prone to evolve prophets to 
sing their woes and their glories. The Jewish 
prophets, like a king’s jester, were allowed great in- 
dulgence in innuendo and prognosticating evil ; and 
although the Bible word prophet mesns little more 
than our word minstrel, many folks of to-day imegin 
thet the ancient prophet was given to see a map of 
the future for ages to come, and are studying the 
affairs of this age from that old map. They bav 
attached an unwarrantable meaning to the word 
prophet. 

The old Bible angel was supposed to be some- 
what superior to man; to dwell in some celestial 
border-'and, and to be employed in bringing mes- 
gages to men and women. In those days angel sig- 
nified ' messenger,” and he was the mail-carrier from 
myth land. He had all the faculties and passions of 
man, however—would eat, drink, and curse just 
the same, and often meddled with women. It is 
solemnly recorded that when be made love to a 
woman the progeny was a prophet ora giant. But 
the Christian has completely metamorphosed the 
ancient angel. He has changed the sex to the fem- 
inin, and attached to her now Grecien form con- 
venient wings, so that she csn hover about us with 
ease. And the angel doesn’t cohabit with mortal 
women any more. 

Now, & greater and more important mistake is 
made, through Christian imagination, in regard to 
the Bible messiab, Chambers's Cyclopedia says: 
“The oldent biblical records in the messianic indica- 
tions refer to the high degree of prosperity which the 
chosen people expected for themselvs." The same 
authority says also: “The word Obrist is Greek, 
signifies anointed, and corresponds exactly in mean- 
ing with the Hebrew word messiah.” Hither word 
Bignifies one anointed. All the kings of Israel were 
anointed, and thus were believed to be guided by 
heavenly power or influence. David was not only 
anointed, but was called lord and a man after God's 
own heart. 

All people are apt to flatter themselvs that they 
are the special objects of divine care; and the Jews 
held this conceited notion in excess. They had 
been slaves in Egypt and in Babylon; and they 
sang praiees to their God, who they believed had 
with a strong hand delivered them, and would make 
of them a great nation. Notwithstanding David de- 
stroyed seventy thousand of them at a lick, they 
looked upon his reign as the most glorious one in ali 
their history ; end though he did some thivgs which 
nowadays would gend tte doer to the gallows, he 
was much exalted for his success in thrashing the 
heathen rcund about and taking much spoil. And 
when this brilliant throne of David fizzled out 
throngh the reigns of a few inferior successors, and 
the Jews found themselvs the unwilling subjects of 
Rome, they naturally looked for another anointed 
Moses or Joshua to deliver them from Roman bond- 
age and restore the kingdom and house of David. 
No thought of any other kind of savior. That is 
where the Jews stood in the time of King Herod. 

But Christian or Essene monks, in process of time, 
concocted the fabulous story that Augustus Cæsar 
ordered the whole world to be taxed ; that a certain 

Joseph and his espoused wife, to pay their tax, went 
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| trom Nazareth to the city of Bethlehem (a journey 
on foot or ass-back of about seventy miles) in cold 
December, at a time, too, when ihe days were accom- 
plished that the wife should be delivered of a child ; 
that she did giv birth to a son as scon as they found 
quarters in a stable, and that some. shepherds came 
that very night and inquired, Where is he that is 
born king of the Jews? Now, this question sug- 
gests no thought of a savior or king of the world 
much less thata God had come in that manner. But 
this chapter of the story got abroad before the 
Christian system was half made up. Follow briefly. 
the story: Herod, on bearing of this young king of 
the Jews, orders the slaughter of all the infants in 
Bethlehem ; the parents of this prodigy flee with it 
to far-off Egypt; and when this Herod is dead, they 
go back by a long round-sbout wey to their home in 
Nazareth. And, curiously, all these incidents take 
place that the scriptures might be fulfilled." . And 
very strange it is, this king is not seen or heard of 
again till he is twelve years old and gets lost in Jeru- 
salem. Then, when his parents found him after a 
three days’ hunt, his mother scolded him, saying, 
“Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold thy 
father and I hav sought thee sorrowing.“ And he 
went home with them. This is another premature 
chapter in the story. It furnishes poor material 
with which to make a God. Yet more strange it is, 


that this king is not seen or heard of again till he is |. 


about thirty yearsold. He is then brought out from 
somewhere, made to say strange things in an ineo- 
herent manner, perform some new miracles, and is 
anointed by magdalenes from head to feet with oint- 
ment of palm-oil or goose-grease. He is also made 
to denounce about everything and everybody on 
earth ; and he is finally charged with blasphemy and 
sedition, and brought to execution. 

There is presented a piece of very weak timber in 
this God structure ; for, when Pilate asks, Art thou 
king of the Jews?" Jesus replies in the sffirmativ. 
Here is at most only a king of the Jaws—no univer- 
sal king or savior of the world—much less a God. 
If Jesus was a God, why did he not giv some intima- 
tion of the importent fact himself, instead of leaving 
the claim to be made by some John a century or so 
later? This chapter also of the Christian story lacks 
the cunning of s skilful architect. It does not well 
support the superstructure. In fact, the Christian 
system is a structure of patchwork wrought upon 
by monks and dreemers for twe or three centuries ; 
but which falla in pieces on the firet touch of reason. 
It is 8 great castle in the air with no substantial 
foundation. During that visionary time it seems 
that all study in science, art, and practical philcso- 
phy was suspended, and that mystic, speculativ the- 
ology absorbed all attention. 

But the Jews never could see that this Jesus ful- 
filled any scripture, or that he possessed any qualifi- 
cations to restore the kingdom cf David; and many 
of them deny that any such person as the Ohristian's 
Jesus ever lived. The Christian, however, entertains 
the absurd notion that the Jews did not understand 
their own language, but thet he (the Christian), a 
thousand miles distant and centuries later, can ! 

Now, whether this particular Jesus lived or not, 
when we think of the disagreements, disputes, quar- 
rele, excommunications, persecutions, and fightings 
that took place among the so-called early Christians ; 
their destruction, so soon as they got power, of all 
literature they could hunt up that did not suit their. 
dogmas—stifling the intellect of the world in fire 
and dungeon for a thousand years; using & cross as 
divine authority for robbing and slaughtering mill- 
ions of innocent people; their fanatical crusades 
against those of other religions, and the intermina- 
ble religicus wars among themselve—the conviction 
is forced upon us that Christisnity brought, not im- 
mortality, but hell to light. And all this was the 
result of mistaking the true meaning of the Hebrew 
word messiah. L G. Rezzo. 

— Mili ; 


A Second. 


In the issue of Tux Trurs Sxxxrn of the Tih inst., 
F. W. Evans pub in nominstion Mr. Ingersol for 
president; and I, being a citizen of the same repub- 
lie and believing that the undertaking, should it gue- 
ceed, would be for its best interest and welfare, do 
most cordially second the nomination. In so doing 
it may not be considered out of place by some to 
portray some of the qualities of the nominee which 
so eminently fit him for the cffice. His distin- 
guished ability as a statesman, his high rank in the 
legal profession, his patriotism and devotion to his 
country, and his generous and liberal sentiments on 
political and religious questions, are so well known 
that any attempt on my part to portray them would 
hardly be more than an idle waste of words. His 
unpopularity among certain rigid doctrinal church- 
members, caused by his excellent lectures and ora- 
tions, and successful discussions with some of the 
most prominent writers and clergy of the age, in 
showing up the inconsistency and fanaticism of many 
religious beliefs, ought not, with those who sppre- 
ciate the generous and charitable impulses of his 
nature, to be any objection to the movement. 
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Although an Infidel and having great regard and 
love for his noble acts and truthful sayings, yet I 
do not second the nomination because he has too 
much respect and reverence for the Great Cause or 
god of the universe to accuse him of being the 
author of the Koran or of that collection of filthy, 
silly contradictions, the Bible. I do not do it 
because his views are not in harmony with the 
professedly inspired writers cf the old scriptuxes, 
especially as to the right of men to use their wives as 
mere slaves, nor with St. Paul, whether inspired or 
not, in having so little respect for woman as not to 
allow her to express & single thought in her own 
church. Ido not doit because he hag such a horror 
for the burning of Bruno and Servetus, the tortures 
of the Obristian rack and thumbscrew, and the 
thousands of other heinous, atrocious, and infamous 
crimes committed in the name of Christianity simply 
on account of a litile difference of opinion about a 
hereafter of which they knew nothing, any more than 
we. I do not do it expecting in any wise to increase 
or enlarge the esteem and admiration in which he is 
now held by the great elements of science and prog- 
ress ; for the luster of no position, however exalted, 
can outshine the brillisney of his fame already 
achieved in his grand efforts, in behalf of humanity, 
to clear away the dark clouds of superstition and 
bigotry from the nineteenth century. 

It msy be well to remember, in seeking him for the 
place, his desire to be unfettered in word and 
thought, which is probably well known, particularly 
in one instance. This was when, a few years ago, at 
& time when a nomination was almost equivalent to 
an election in Illinois, a convention offered him the 
governorship, if during the campsign he would keep 
silent on religious questions. But his positiv reply 
in the negativ, knowing that he could not in any wise 
even be provoked to allude to such matters during 
the political issue, however untrammeled in liberty 
of expression, shows clearly the magnanimity of his 
resolute mind, and his inflexibility of purpose not to 
be burdened for any time by any pledge, however 
great the inducement. 

While a prisoner in the late civil war, thinking it 
best on one occasion to make a few statements in re- 
gard to the situation, although under the power and 
control of the enemy, and without permit to do so, 
he made the attempt. After a few friendly, social 
words, quite a collection of soldiers was gathered, 
who were much pleased and interested in his re- 
marks. A group of offisers near by who were also 
interested said to themselvs: This will not do. If 
we let him continue, he may convince our own men 
that they are not fighting fora just cause.” So they 
closed his lips. The salaried priests and clergy, if 
they had the same power, would not only smother 
every thought that flows from his generovs soul, but 
consign every publication, if not himself, to the 
burning flame. What would Ingersoll's retaliation 
be to such a procedure *—Injure them not, but teach 
them better. 

With such a character at the head of the nation 
there would not be a hamlet, town, or village in it 
but thet the people thereof, women as well as men, 
could hav a.voice in choosing their own postmasters, 
even if contrary to their Congressman’s choice. And 
every inhabitant, no matter what his political or re- 
ligious belief, whether Mohammedan, Buddhist, or 
Jew, or either of the score or more of different Chris- 
tian divisions, would be shown the same courtesy. 
And if he had the authority, every person, sect, or 
church would be protected in the right of selecting 
their own day of rest, and not be compelled to keep 
in sanctity some cther day also, against their convic- 
tions of right, only because they were in the minor- 
ity—as is done, contrary to the spirit of the Oonati- 
tution, throughout our land. 

Colonel Ingersoll is unexeelled by any of our 
presidents in the requisit qualifications to discharge 
the official duties, and with but little variance with a 
majority of them on religious questions, but unlike 
them in having the courage and manhoed to Jet his 
honest thoughts be known to the world, knowing at 
the same time that he would elicit the hatred and 
contempt of those fanatics who so dread and fear to 
hav their s&cred dogmas tinctured with the truth. 

These are a few reasons why I so heartily second 
the nomination. RYDER. 

Monticello, Ind. 


— . — an 
The Puritan Inquisition. 


Some months ago, Moses Harman, editor of Luci- 
fer at Valley Falls, Kan., was prosecuted by instiga- 
tion of Postmaster-general Wanamaker, for mailing 
his paper containing articles charged as obscene. 
The first of these was a narrativ, written in a tone of 
serious indignation, of an outrage by a husband on 
the person of a sick and mutilated wife, inflicting 
irreparable injuries, and of which no law took cogni- 
zance. The persons not being named, it is difficult 
to see what use this narrativ could serve, but still 
more difficult to see what it had in common with 
obscenity, which, as generally understood, flatters 
lust. The practical point, however, is not the defi- 
nition of obscenity; but of who are the constitu- 
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tional and legal, as well as moral, censors of the press. 
Are they the subscribers to each publication, and its 
purchasers on whom its continuation depends; or 
are they postmasters and judges, directed by the 
ceniral government, the president and his appointee 
the postmaster-general? If the latter, when was 
this feature engrafted on the United States Consti- 
tution? Whatever local laws may be in Kansas, 
they must require considerable stretching and twist- 
ing to put a man én jail for five years for presuming 
to differ with his judge upon a point of taste, with- 
out having injured anybody otherwise than by pro- 
voking a whiff of disgust. And this without even 
compleint of his subseribers. And this while lech- 
' erous novels pass unnoticed and family newspapers 
welcome them. And this for mention of acts to 
which the laws attach no penalty. And this while 
almost every daily and weekly has columns of crim. 
inal narrativa saturating the. popular mind with the 
details of evil. Neither editor was tried at home 
nor allowed to appeal. Heywood wes arrested and 
sentenced in Boston; Harman taken to Missouri 
and sentenced by Judge Phillips, without & jury, 
after having been released under a writ of error 
from a prior sentence by Judge Foster. Wana- 
maker's intervention was evident in Heywood’s case 
by a telegram to the prosecution, “ Push Heywood.” 
It is also affirmed relativ to Harman's. The alleged 
offenses in both cases were of the same utterly friv. 
olous character. For the true inwardness of these 
prosecutions it must be known thst, beneath the 
pretended obscenity, there was in both cases a pro- 
nounced tendency to “free thinking,” and in Har- 
man’s this was formulized as one of the counts 
against him. Heywood was not very obnoxious to 
the church, since they kept the communion grape- 
juice in his Washingtonian cellar; but he was a 
Damocrat, and had caused the defeat of his local 
postmaster in a previouselection. Hence the entente 
cordiale between this functionary and the postmaster- 
general of Sunday-sehool celebrity and pie-crust piety. 
Both editors are poor men, husbands and fathers, 
and unreproached in their family or civic relations. 
The general tendency of both papers insulpated was 
decidedly toward greater continence and Malthusian 
policy in marriage; in no respeet pandering to lust- 
ful ideas, but asserting the sovereignty of woman 
in sex relations. * 

Wanamaker, on his side, is bent on asserting 
postal sovereignty over the whole domain of the 
press. Reid, the medium, imprisoned for fraudulent 
advertiaments, was not permitted to giv the court 
evidence of his peculiar powers, which he offered, 
but condemned upon the arbitrary denial of them 
"and consequent presumption of fraud in their adver- 
tisment, while excluding the testimony of Reid's 
clients in support of them. Such tactics of despot- 
ism are remarkable in Prosecutor Ady, viz., “There 
must be some sort of tribunal to determin what is 
obscene and what is not so. In this case, your 
Honor's mind [Judge Phillips].” If upon looking at 
this article, you say it is obscene, then the presump- 
tion of the law is that Harman knew it was obscene 
and he must suffer the consequences of hie delib- 
erate act in depositing that in the mail.” 

Mr. Harman replies: “ The presumption of the 
law is a very convenient one for a man predetermined 
to convict another in a matter depending altogether 
on opinion, and not upon fact. It is precisely the 
old argument that sent thousands to prison or to 
the stake for differing from their judges about blas- 
phemy and heresy. Joseph Ady will be remembered 
for his zeal in prosecuting heretics to the peculiar 
code of morality now enforced by fines and imprison- 
ment, at the instigation of the American inquisition.” 

Mr. Ady elsewhere pretends that it is possible 

to determin what constitutes the crime of obscenity 
just as well as any other. Well, then, replies Mr. 
Harman: “Take a case of murder. The first thing 
is to show that some one has been killed; then, that 
some person killed him, then that the killer acted 
with malicious intention. Try to apply such com- 
mon sense tactics to the alleged crime of obscenity !” 

Where indeed is the spiritual corpus delicte, when 
the language used is inoffensiv to its readers, and 
which none need read unlesa they choose! I myself, 
a gubsoriber to Lucifer, disliked its tone and stopped 
it years ago, but it never occurred to me that the 
editor ought to rot in jail for not flattering my taste, 
the offense against which implies my own passiv- 
ness, as when I quit reading it ceases. The prose- 
cuting judges and attorneys impute to their victims 
their own subjectiv impressions, as in presuming 
that “Herman knew what he printed to be obscene." 
Even if so, who is the worse for it, unless himself? 
To assume that some people are prevented from do- 
ing evil, by showing how evil some other peo- 
ple are; or that the mere mentioning of such evil 
will do more than natural aversion, instinctiv and 
magnetic, for keeping the pure aloof from the foul, is 
a delusion. No publicity can add to the contempt 
with which the monstrosities in question sre re- 
garded; but they are far from being as mischievous 
to society as the crimes that befoul our dailies and 

. Weeklies, and to which no legal exception has ever 
been taken. It is curious that our puritanical rulerg 
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should begin by making it criminal to write abonb 
acts which they hav not rendered it a crime to com- 
mit, by attaching a penalty to them. This inconsist- 
ency is on par with their pretended Christian Sab- 
bath, the prohibitiv character of which, their own 
gospels say, was repudiated by Jesus, whose wor- 
shipers they pretend to-be; then by his apostles 
and the fathers of the Obristien church, by its 
popes, and with emphasis by Luther, by Calvin, by 
Melancthon, by Milton, by the eminent Ohurch of 
England writers, all recognizing, with Moses in Exo- 
dus, the commandment of Sabbath-keeping as ex- 
clusiv on the Jews, “a sign and a bond” between 
them and Yahvah, and these Jews themselves keep 
their Saturday festivly. 

Between the two fanaticisms, that of Harman and 
Heywood for stirring a stench, and that of the puri- 
tan millionaire shopkeeping skinflint, doubled with 
ihe president, in our postal despotism, by their Sak- 
bath prohibitions; it is difficult to assign the palm 
of absurdity; but in their rivalry of ceusorship ia 
morals, the earthen pot naturally gets broken by tho 
iron pot. 

The unofficial crank is naturally limited in his influ- 
ence to the fellowship of his particular oraza; ho can 
noi be aggressiv; but the official crank, imposing his 
will like & driving-wheel by tho judicial and police 
machinery of a vast area over unwilling millions, 
compromises at once business, pleasure, health, sacial 
order, and personal liberty, in the exelusiv interest 
of a church monopoly, the same that has instigated 
the persecutions of Freethinkers, now, as in the past 
of Ohristendom. Harman snd Heywood in jail ak S 
the entering wedge for God in the Constitusion.“ 

The reckless and insolenb melignity of Wang. 
maker's legal tools in the persecuiion of Harman sp- 
pears in such counts as the following, answered by 
Harman to Judge Phillips, from the argument of 
Mr. Ady of Kansas City. Three of these counts aro 
for mailing his paper to a subscriber and to two 
others at their request. Also, I am accused of 
publishing a paper in the interest of. the freedom of 
the press. To this I plead guiliy. And if this ba 
crime, then I am a criminal. I regard the freedom 
of the press as the palladium of all our libarties, X 
am also accused of making an obstene article in the 
paper called Lucifer. As the offense called obscen- 
ity is an offense against good taste only, not against 
life or property, and as there are ss many standards 
of taste as there are persons, I do not undertake 10 
speak for others than myself, and for myself I say, 
I am not guilty of this charge. I know what tho 
postal law is in this matter, and while I maintain that 
it is a foolish, un-American, invasiv, aud very danger- 
ous law, I do not think anything I published prop- 
erly comes under it." 

It is neediess to follow Mr. Harmen in his cita- 
tions drawn from the O’Nail letter or his defense of 
its usefulness. What he proves is only bis own sin- 
eerity and the fact that his subscribers hold viows 
like his own. They form a sort of semi-ascetic sect, 
whose doctrin is Malthusian, in so far as differing 
from the general views of Secularists or labor egita- 
tors, or of Anarchists. The sexus! sbuses on which 
they insist are deplorable, but, dependent on woman's 
industrial dependence, ean find no cure short of her 
industrial emancipation. They will cease of them- 
selvs, when operativ housekeeping is substituted 
for that of the isolated family. 

Mr. Ady’s last charge is that Harman mailed the 
paper containing the O'Neil letter, after he was 
arrested for having sent another copy of the dame, 
showing on his part “a determination aud a defiance 
against the powers of government as interpreted 
through the ordinary tribunals.” An arrest, ib sp- 
pears, is for Mr. Ady proof of guili. Mr. Harman 
replies: If to assert and maintain my citizen righi 
to publish and mail whatever I think will be for the 
publie good, irrespectiv of what a prosecuting sitor- 
ney, ten or fifteen years my junior, may think about 
it, be an act of defiance, then I plead guilty. Icer- 
tainly do not owe any allegiance to prosecuting atter- 
neys or the grand juries manipulated by them. I 
claim the right here and now, and to my latesi 
breath, whether in prison or out of prison, E hope 
I shall never cease to defend the same right, for 
every man to publish and circulate through the com- 
mon mail anything whatever, subject only to personel 
responsibility, on proof that I hav injured anyone 
in person, property, or reputation.” He concludes: 
“I know not what my sentence is to bs; bui 
if I had a hundred, a thousand, or a million lives, 
all in the prime of manhood, instead of bud ono life, 
now in the sere and yellow leaf; ali thoge lives, in 
prison or out of prison, shouid ba spent in defense 
of the rights of free spesch, free press, and honest 
investigation, and in defense of woman's right to 
own and control her own person—in defense of the 
right of unborn millions to a purer heredity, father- 
hood and motherhood, so that in years te came there 
may be fewer born imbeoils to fiil asylums and pocr- 
houses, fewer born criminals to fiil prisons end fur- 
nish employment at high salaries for prosecuting 
attorneys, sheriffs, hangmen, jail-keepers, and pesi- 
tentiaries. I ask no clemency, but justice only. I 
know that I hay sought to injure no one by what I 


hav published. If itis the will of the man who now 
holds my liberty, probably my life, in his hands, that 
I shall go to prison, so be it. 
sfiord to end my days in prison then you, Judge 
Phillips, can afford to send me there.” 
American nation afford it? 


I can much better 

Can the 
M. Eveeworrs LAZARUS. 

Troubleus Times for the Faith. 


From the New York Sun. 
The committee appointed by the last general as- 


sembly of the Presbyterians to revise the Westmin- 
ater Confession in accordance with the recommenda- 
tions of the presbyteries has closed its sessions at 
Washington, after having practically completed its 
task. 


As the committee consists of representative of both 


ihe majority in favor of revision and the minority 
opposed to such changes, and as its deliberations hav 
prossoded without friction, undoubtedly the amend- 
ments advised will be of the nature of compromises. 


Phe dostrin of election will be sugar-costed with a 


statement of the loving-kindness of God, and the 
damnation of non-elect infants and of the heathen 


will not be proclaimed, but will bs left for logical 
inferenco. In other words, the terms of tho Confes- 
aion wil be meade more palatable to the refined and 
-keptical sentiment of the day, but the substance of 
its dostrin will remain the same. It is a body of 
faith so logical and consistent throughout tkat no 
part ean be removed without destroying the cohesiv- 
ness of the whole. All that the committee on revis- 
on esn do is to stick on a little ornament here and 
here to hide the ruggedness of the construction and 
io giv ib an eppearance more grateful to the sensitiv 
religicus taste of the Presbyterians of the present 
time. 

Of course the report of the committee will not be 
final, Ib can only propose changes which will not be 
mada until they sre approved by two-thirds of the 
presbytexies ; and hence the agitation of the subject 
will only receive further stimulus. It will go on 
during several years to come; and meantime a ques- 
tion of far greater importance than the more polish- 
ing up of the old Confession has arisen to complicate 
iho situation. It is the question whether faith has 
any supernatural basis whatever. 

The foundation of the faith of Ohristendom is the 
Bibie. The church is built on the theory that the 
dostrins and statements of scripture are the revealed 
word of God concerning the truths of «eternity, 
whieh elsa would be unknown to mankind. But 
Professor Briggs, the foremost teacher in the fore- 
most of the Presbyterian schools of theology, in- 
structs his students that the Bible is not the word 
of Ged, but a fallible book written by fallible men. 
So far as ib is true, his doctrin is substantially, the 
Bible is of God, and only so far. Its truths, accord- 
ing to him, are limited by the cepreity of its human 
writers bo apprehend truth, end its errors are pro- 
portionate to the limitations of their knowledge and 
pereeptions. If that is go, undoubtedly the superior 
intelligence and greater enlightenment of this day 
would be able to write a better and & truer Bible 
than the old scriptures. They would make it more 
gtristly in accordance with the conclusions of mod- 
ern science and philosophy, by which Professor 
Briggs givs his students the right to test the truth 
of the scriptures. 

This is the instruction in biblical theology that- 
candidates for the Presbyterian ministry now re- 
esive. It destroys the supernatural foundation of 
religion by rejecting the authority of the Bible as 
a revelation from heaven. The church is left with 
nothing to lean upon except the conclusions of hu- 
man reason. The mystery of life and death, time 
and eternity, becomes unfathomable, for the intel- 
lect of men cannot sound those depths. It must 
giv up the problem and content itself with Agnos. 
ticiem. If the Bible is not the revealed word of 
God, final snd absoluta in its truth, theology is 
mere guesswork, and the origin and destiny of man 
are unexplainable. 

That is the momentous question now before the 
Presbyterians. Discussions of revisions of their 
erced is time thrown away until it is settled. If 
Professor Briggs is right, the whole Confession of 
Faith is built on fiction, and not on eternal verities. 
1? he ia right, it prooeoda from false assumptions, 
by which the words of men sre made the infallible 
word of God, mud it is the construction of super- 
abition and not a structure founded in revealed 
truth. 

Wa hay come upon troublous times for the faith 
when theologians themselvs are working away with 
all their might to destroy its foundations. 

— — —ę— 

CLERLOAL despotism is still a potent ally of intem- 
perance. In hundreds of British and North Ameri- 
can cities the dearth of better pastimes drives our 
workingmen to the pot house. They drink to get 
drunk, as the only available means of escaping te- 
dium and the consciousness of their misery. Nature 
eraves recreation, and the suppression of that in- 
stinot has svenged itself by its perversion.— rof. 
Felix L, Oswald. 
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American Seeular Union. 
OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE BOARD. 


The board of directors of the American Secular 
Union, at a meeting held at their c ffi 3e on March 2, 
1891, sgreed and resolved as follows: 

That under present circumstances it is impracti- 
cablo to appoint any field secretary or lecturer; 
and that, therefore, we rely upon and urgently re- 
quest all liberally- minded people, to the extent of 
their ability, to further the employment and suppor 
of those Liberal lecturers now in the field who are 
helping the American Secular Union in its work, and 
who can thus do for the society the work of a fiela 
georetary. 

That, for the third time in the present administra- 
tion, we call upon Liberal leoturera to agBsisb in th: 
work of Liberal organization, by forming unions or 
nooieties to be connected with the American Secular 
Union, so that it may become in fact, as well as ir 
name, tha rallyiag.point and ecoperativ body cf the 
Liberals of the United States. Aad, eines the matte 
has been so thoroughly discussed in the papers, and 
several lecturers hav shown 80 earnest a desire to co- 
operate in the work go dear to all, we trust that this 
frird eall will be responded to promptly by every 
lecturer. 

Tua this course is now imperativly demanded by 
tae work which presses upon ue. There are 
measures affecting the dearest rights of those who 
would be free from ecclesiastical control and ix flu- 
ence now pending before Congress and state legis 
litures, in which this society should take an activ in- 
torest. The measures which we hav already taken 
in regard to the opening of the World's Fair at Ohi. 
cago, and the inspection of religious and eleemosynary 
instituticns, all need to be pushed to practical re. 
sults. 

There is also a large amount of literature which 
should be distributed without delay.. : 

In order to further these matters already under- 
taken, we must hav meane, and we urgently request 
all liberally-minded people to come to the support 
of these undertakings, by sending us the sinews of 
war in immediate contributions, or subscriptions 
upon which we can rely for the future. 

We urgently request all Liberals to rally to the 
gupport of the local auxiliary societies, and to cause 
them to report monthly or otherwise to the sec. 
retary, so that our literature may bə circulated 
through them, and so that the proper petitions may 
reach the people through them and bo signed. 

In view of the necessities of the work, all diffsrences 
hay disappaared; and we ask the Liberals of every 
phase to unite with us in heartily and unitedly push. 
ing the measures which were never more necessary 
than now. 

We hav great pleasure in announcing that the 
matter of the prizes essay for Secular moral instruc- 
tion has been brought to a successful report and the 
award of the priz» The president has also negoti 
ated the publication of the work in bock form, with. 
out expense or responsibility to the Union, in a man- 
ner that will be highly eatisfactory to all. 

With one accord, we now ask all to join us in 
furthering the work of the American Secular Union. 

R. B. Wesrsrooxr, Pres. American Sac. Union. 


F. O. Menpz Treas. e 
Ina O. Crappook Corr. Sec. os 
T. B. Waxeman, Vico Pres. « 
E B. Foors Jr, i " 
J. O BENTLEY, bs s 
T. W. STAUFFER, " c E 


` Philadelphia, Maroh 2, 1891. 
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The Secular Union’s Monthly Report. 
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED FEBRUARY, 1891. 


Alexander Cochran, Franklin, Pa 


Wm. Smith, Geneva, N. Y. (“ Bible in Schools” 
pamphleta). : ——(— ꝗ—k 4 . 1 00 
Eliza B. Burnz, New York (“ Bible in Schools” 
pampilel) —b . . . . . HORA 30 
J. W. Crozier, Pittsburgh. . 5 00 
Chas. F. Blackburn, Mountain View, Wash. (pam- 
POE) DEN 2 00 
C H. Snively, Buucr, Pa. (pamphleis) . . 250 
J. H. Seepard, Vineland, N, J 5 00 
T S. Fsbie, Hartford, Conn. (pamphle:g)...... .. 60 
W. H. Willisms. Albany, N. Y. (membership ard 
PAID PLE 8). (t ... —f—(— . —ů . 60 
P. B M.ckey, Bricgeport, Conv. ( uarantee fund). 2 00 
Henry Beichlipg, McAuley, Ida 00 
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Liberty Secular Union of Dayton, O (charter fee, 


through Barton Pickering. sec) . . 00 
Seaborn Kitchens, Br., Gibson, Ga. (pamphlets) 1 00 
yo "———— ũͥv $68 00 


F. C. Menne, Treasurer American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, March 2, 1891. : 
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The Prize Awarded. 


More than a year sgo, a priza of one thousard 
Jollars ($1 000) was cffzred by the American Secular 
Uaion for the best essay, ireatis, or manual 
adapted to aid and assist teachers in our free public 
schools and in the Girard College for orphans, and 
other public and charitable institutions professing tc 
de unsectarian, to thoroughly instruct children and 
youth in the purest principles of morality, without 
nouleating religious dootrins; thus recognizing the 
egal right under our federal Oonstitution of all our 
sitizevs, Jawa and gentiles, Catholics and Protest 
ants, Liberals and Agnosties, and all other classes, 
whether believers or, disbelievers, to hav their ebil- 
dren instructed in all the branches of a common see 
alar education in our stete schools, without having 
zheir tender minds biased for or sgainst any sect or 
party whatever." 

Nearly twelve months were allowed for the preps- 
ration of this manual, which was to contain not lese 
than sixty thousand, nor more than one hundred 
thousand words. More than fifty persons of sii 
alasses, but mostly professional, sent in elaborate 
manuseripis. The committee appointed by the sub- 
acribers to the fund to examin the pspers consisted 
€ R. B. Westbrock, chsirman; Prof. Felix Adler, 
A M., of the Etbical Culture Society; Prof Daniel G. 
Brinton, M.D., of the University of Pennsylvanis; 
Prof. Frances Emily White, M.D., of the Woman's 
Medical College of Pennsylvania, and Ida O. Crad- 
dock, secretary. The work of examining so many 
manuscripts by so large a committee was simply im- 
mense. The task is at last completed. The com 
mittee decided that no one manuscript presented 
fully met the conditions of the offer, but that two of 
them together did, clearly showing that morality can 
be taught without teaching theology, and how tc 
do it. The one-thousand-dollar priz» was ordered tc 
be equally divided between two gentlemen. "They 
hav accepted the award, and the essays wiil be pub- 
lished in one volume. 


The successful contestants are Nicholas Paine 


Gilman, A.M., editor of the Literary World, Boston, 
and author of a most popular book on * Profit. 
Sharing ;" and Edward. Payson Jackson, A.M., mas 
ter and professor of physical sciencein the celebrated 
Latin school of Boston, and author of several 
suceeseful books. It is believed that these essays 
cannot fail to meet the views of the most conserva- 
tiv, as well as the most radical student. 

The committee sincerely sympathiz3 with the large 
number of disappointed contestants. Saveral of the 
essays were of a high order—some of them too high 
for our purpose. A number of them are to be pub- 
lished by the writers. However, all of the contest- 
ants hav been personally profited by the labor of 
writing, and a most important question has oceupied 
the best thoughts of the most thoughtful and intelli- 
gent persons in the community. We extend our 
hearty thanks to all who hav so kindly written, not 
so much for the priza as for the cause. 

The title of Mr. Gilman’s work is: The Laws of 
Daily Oonduct: a Manual cf Practical Morals for 
Teschers and Parents.” Tho title of Mr. Jackson's 
work is: Dr. Don’s Morning Talks: a Oolloquy on 
Good Morals.” The book will appear on or about 
Sept. 1.1891. R B. Wesrsroox. Pres. A. S. U. 

Ina O. Cnappock Oorr. Sec. A. S. U. 

Philadelphia, Pa., March 2, 1891. 


— ͤ—aꝛ—äũ — 
The Flag and Pansy Leaflet, 


We are sending out this week to each of our mem. 
bers s copy of our new lesflst. It isa small lesfi:t 
—of eight pages only—and is gotten up especially 
with a view to circulation among outsiders, who 
know little or nothing of our principles, and who 
therefore remain indifferent to our work, not from 
any real hostility, but from ignorance. 

Here is a chance for Freethinkers to help the 
cause by judicious circulation of these lea flets. 
Try what you can do with the copy which we send 
you; and then send us thirty-five cenis for a dczan 
more, or $1 for three dozen. Two young girls ins 
Western town, who hav joined during the past year, 
write us: “The attractiv pamphlet setting forth the 
principles of the American Secular Union we will 
keep in a conspicuous place, where callers may see 
it, and on every suitable occasion we will call the 
attention of our friends to it. By this meane, per- 
haps we can induce a few to read and investigate 
further" That is just the right use to make of this 
little lithographed les flat; and you cannot do better 
than follow the missionary example of these young 
girls. Keep our circular on your parlor or sitting- 
room table, or on your office desk, where its gay 
colors will catch the eye, so that the casual caller 
will be induced to take it up; aud then you will hav 


1891. 


an entering wedge, not only for Secularization of the 
state—the prine:ple for which the American Secular 
Usion works first and foremost—but you will bay a 
ehancs (especially if you hav acted on the sugges- 
tions of that circular regarding a badge) of doing a 
little off band preaching in behalf of your particular 
phase of Freethought, whether that phase be Mate- 
risliam or Spiritualism, Deiem or Atheism, or any 
other. a 

Oe lesf of the circular is devoted to the matter 
of n universal badge for Freethinkers. Therein we 
nav spoken of Otto Weitstein’s “Freethought, Soi- 
ence, Reason vs. Superstition,” and of the Universal 
Mental Liberty" badge of the late Lady Churchill; 
and last, but not least, of the pansy. This latter, we 
may here remerk, seems to be growing in favor. 
Since France adopted the pansy, Belgium, Sweden, 
and Spain hav followed guit; and now Dr. Voelkel, 
and also De. Specht, secretary of the German Free- 
thought Association, are advocating it, so that it 
seems likely that Germany, foo, will ere long fall into 
line on this badge. Our Oanadian brethren, also, 
seem to view the idea with favor. Capt. Robert 
Adams, president of the Canadian Ssoular Union, 
writes to us that he is much pleased with it, so that 
he has already obtained several pins for friends. 

Even John Wanamsker's mavager of the jewelry 
department has gotten wind of the pansy badge; 
and, when I was purchasing a pansy pin there dur- 
ing Christmas week, I found that he had already 
consulted jewelry manufacturers as to prices, de- 
signs, etc., and that he was quite apxious to get ug 
np a pin, and on very reasonable terms, too. Oaly 
think what a *judgment" it would be, if the man 
shom some of our brethren stigmatize as “Holy 
John, and who symbolizes to them all that is cslam- 
itous in a union of church and state, should come to 
be the means of furnishing s rallying standard for 
the Freethought army, before whose assaulis the 
Ohristian church is already shaken to her very 
foundations! 

In my address at Portsmouth, indeed, I said, re- 
kerring to the pansy as a Freethought badge: “Think 
what it would mean to hav such a badge worn by all 
Liberals, ab all times! Suppose, for instance, that 
Liberals got into the way of having their letter. 
paper and envelopes etamped with a pansy. Why, 
there would be a sensation in the posít-cffi»e when 
those myriads of pansies began to blossom out, I 
ean tell you! John Wanamaker would think twice - 
before he closed the mails to any honest seeker after 
truth—realizing, as he would, the surprising extent 
of the Freethought constituency.” Slowly, but, 
'surely, the pansy is winning its way as a badge of 
Freethought. The wife of one of our most promi- 
‘sent life-members, herself a life-member and a faith- 
ful supporter of the American Secular Union, was 80 
impressed by our suggestions at Portsmouth, that, 
apon her return, she had made for herself a beautiful 
and costly pansy pin, which she wears constantly as 
her testimony in behalf of Freethought principles. 
From a town in Iowa there came, some months ago, 
the request that we should, as a society, formally 
urge the adoption of this badge among our people, 
‘and adding that, if we kept these badges on sale, 
our friends in that town could dispose at once of at 
least six or eight. In the branch post- offige which 
bas a room in the same building as the American 
Secular Union has its room, are two officials whom I 
regularly furnish with our latest pamphlets, as they 
seem kindly disposed toward the Liberal cause. 
Some days since, one cf these gentlemen said to me, 
pointing to his comrade: “Sse, Miss Oraddock, 
Frank is wearing the pansy badge.” What do you 
suppose the badge was? Oaly the lithographed 
pansy blossom cut out of our circular, a little margin 
of paper left along the stem and inked, to giv the 
stem body, and pinned on our friend's coat lapel! 
That was a whole week ago; but the pansy still 
shines with undiminished luster against its dark 
background, and has evoked many a word of praise 
from its wearer’s friends. 


But whether you, my friend, individuslly believe 
in badges or nob, we hope that you will make use of 
our latest circular in some way in behalf of the work 
so dear to all. We hav had quarrels enough in our 
ranks this winter, and personalities which, if kept up, 
ean only result in damage to the cause of Free- 
thought. While we contend among ourselve, our 
church enemies gain ground, and Secularization of 
the state becomes daily more impossible. The as- 
sertion that the American Secular Union is doing 
little or nothing for freedom of thought comes with 
a bad grace from those who are doing ail they can 
to hinder the present management. Let us cease 
our differences, and, whatever our private bitter- 
nesses of feeling, resolve to press forward side by 
side under the banner of the American Secular 
Union, as loyal comrades as we are zealous fighters. 
Come, friends, what do you say? How many of you 
love the cause well enough to magnanimously re- 
frain from further dispute, and to rally about the 
old standard once more? Ipa C. CRADDOck, 
Corr. Seo. American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, March 9, 1891. 
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A German Freethought Martyr. 

It seems almost incredible that the land of Goethe 
and Harmann, of Humboldt and Haeckel, should on 
the eve of the nineteenth century be the scene of 
what seems to be a systematie persecution of Free- 
thinkers by the authorities. Let such is the case. 

` Aud instead of diminishing, the persecution becomes 
more extensiv, more bigoted, and more uncompro- 
mising, and this in spite of the fact that millions of 
Germans never get foot in a church. 

The reason for this persecution is evident. It is a 
well-known fact that the present emperor, who is 
half crazy, holds a very high opinion of the sacred- 
ness of royalty, and believes fully in the injunction 

about obedience to “the powers that be" Hence 
there can be no better ally for him than the orthodox 
parson and no better friend than Jehovab. To pro 
: tect both becomes a question of self preservation 
with him. l 

That the reader may understand how it is possible 
for him to render his wishes commands to the judges 
in the various states, it will be necessary to go back 
80 far as 1862, when the foundation of cfficial despot- 
ism was laid in Germany by the now retired chan. 
eellor, Prince Bismarck. Through threats and bribes 
he induced the Prussian supreme court to render e 
certain politieal decision, the wrong of which was 
evident even to a lunatic. Having thus set the prec. 
edent, the supreme court did not hesitate on succeed. 
ing occasions to become the tool of the government, 
and the minor courts and judges, who naturally 
would look to Berlin for a good example, found 
there nothing but corruption, and were nof slow to 
discover that those judges who were most zeslous to 
obey the government's wishes were most sure of pro- 
motion. The wars of 1864, 1866, and 1870 followed, 
Gorman official unity was established, and although 
we hav several kingdoms and other minor “sover 
eign” states in Germany, there is virtually but one. 
Every command issued from Berlin is law in Ger- 
many, not alone in civil and social matters but also in 
military affsirs in time of peace. The difference be- 
tween the Prussian army and that of Saxony is, the 
former hav one row of buttons on their coats, the 
latter two; the Prussian soldiers wear gray and 
dark-blue uniforms, the Bavarian light-blue. 

From the above facts it will be seen that official 
tyranny in Germany is easily practiced and profita- 
ble. Vet to the honor of the German legal profes- 
sion be it said, that in matters of religion several 
judges refuse to follow the government's dictates. 
But many trucklers are still left—more than enough 
to disgrace the German nation and mske justice a 
farce. 

During the last year we hav from time to time, 
in “Items of Foreign Freethought News,” given the 
readers of this journal information of the doings of 
the Freethinkers and the church in Europe. It will 
therefore be unnecessary to recount the cases of relig- 
ious bigotry which hav disgraced Germany, hence 
we can confine ourselvs to what has taken place in 
the last month. 

Since we wrote last, Mre. Heinrich-Wilhelmi has 
been discharged in the suit brought agsinst her last 
fall, and so hav Dr. Voelkel in two minor indict- 
ments, and Mr. Schultze and Dr. Rüger E:berfeld ; 
but as in Müihhauscn, Alsace, nine workingmer, in 
Berlin Mr. Peus, and in Bernburg Dr. Voelkel, hav 
been indicted for blasphemy, the latter being sen- 
tenced to fourteen days’ imprisonment, we think the 
situation is rather gloomy for Fresthinkers in Ger- 
many. 

The latest news from that country is that the 
court of Mülhhausen, Thüringen, on February 12:0 
sentenced Dr. Voelkel to six mouths’ imprisonment. 
The doctor, of course, has appealed to a higher 
court. 

The activity and incessant prosecutions against 
our friend on recount cf his services to Freethought, 
cannot fail to arouse our sympathy for him and also 
a corresponding feeling of contempt for such & gov- 
ernment and for judges who prostitute their offise 
by trying to suppress free speech, free thought, and 
free press, the three necessary conditions to the ex- 

` istence of liberty. 

Dr. Titus Voelkel, lecturer for the Freereligious 
Societies of Germany, and editor and proprietor of 
that excellent paper. /reireligioses Sonntags Blatt, 
was born Deo. 14, 1843, at Wirsitz, Prussian Poland, 
and is the son of a Roman Oatholic physician and a 
Protestant mother. His father later became a Deist 
and Freemason, while his mother reached the stage 
of a Rationalist, and this mental evolution of the 
parents was fortunately consummated when young 
Voelkel reached school age, hence he was sent to a 
realschule—in this case a scientific academy, free 
from religious teachings of the orthodox kind. The 
teachers of this institution were Rationalists, one 
even an Atheist, hence there was no chance for the- 
ology to trouble young Voelkel’s mind. The princi 
pal studies were natural philosophy in the line of 
Lamarck and Darwin, mathematics, history, and 
Latin, and later, French and English. The result 
was naturally that Dr. Voelkel and his brothers and 
school-mates were from their youth either Agnostics 
or Atheists, 


From 1860 to 1865 the doctor studied, at the uni- 
versities of Koaigsberg and Berlin, theology, natural 
philosophy, and mathematics. From 1865 to 1870 
he lived in France, whence he returned when the war 
broke out, and for ten years following he served as 
teacher of French and natural philosophy in higher 
private schools, misunderstood by most, hated and 
feared by many on account of his political and relig- 
ious Radicalism. Then he became editor, publisher, 
and lecturer, and he writes to us, “That I am now 
and shall be to the end.” 

An idea of the work performed by Dr. Voelkel can 
be imagined from the fact that in 1889—which was 
no extraordinary year—he gave 187 Freethought 
and 250 ethical lectures, and traveled 19 900 miles, 
besides attending to his editorial labors. 

The doctor is at the present time publishing an ex- 
cellent translation of Paine's Age of Reason,” 
which he enriches with numerous valuable and 
highly interesting notes of a critical and explanatory 
character. But better even than thisis his Text-book 


‘for instruction in Freereligious Societies. It is impos- 


sible for us to do justice to this little work in an 
article of this kind; the book has tc be read to be 
appreciated as it ought to be. The titles of a few of 
the chapters of Part I, which we hav lying before us, 
will giv our readers an idea of the subjects treated : 
Nature; Family; The Human Life, Its Development 
and Work; Truth; Justice; Liberty; Faith snd 
Reason. How concise and yet how suggestiv is the 
opening sentence, what a field for instruction does 
it nob open: There isa book not written by man; 
it can be read by every creature; it is the only book 
that cannot be faleified— the great book of holy Nat- 
ure.” And here is his definition of Liberty: Nat- 
ural law is the highest liberty." Other quotations 
are: In religions, as in everything else, all is nat- 
ural.” “On religion, as on any other subject, renson 
is the supreme judge. Man needs truth, and he 
will find whatever he needs of it by a close applica- 
tion of his reasoning f:culties.” 

In 1870 the doctor married, and he has now a 
large family, the youngest child six years of age; 
his domestic life is happy, and as he enjoys robust 
health we trust that he may continue for many years 
to come in the good work being done by him. And 
while the present age may bs divided in opinion as 
to his merits and the value of his services to mankind, 
future generations in the land of Humboldt and 
Haeckel will look upon him as a benefactor, and the 
persecutions he now suffers under will each and all 
Serve as recommendations commanding respeot and 
honor to Dr. Titus Voelkel, the “most hated man,” 
the standard-bearer of truth and liberty in Germany 
at the close of the nineteenth century. 


— . — — 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. 
That new Freethought badge, the pansy, finds 
general favor. Spain and Portugal hav adopted it 
officially, and the Freethought papers of those coun- 
tries advosate its general assumption. 


A case of immoral relations between nuns and 
orphan boys left in their charge to be educated in 
the “love aud fear of God,” has come to light in 
Song, Bohemia. The government has begun a bogus 
investigation. 


Our brothers in Sweden are not satisfied with at- 
tending to missionary work at home. Mr. John 
Lindell, one of the most activ Freethinkers in 
Sweden, has left for Australia to carry the gospel of 
Light and Liberty to his countrymen there. 


Religious persecution is the order of the dey in 
Germany. The last number of the Freireligiöses 
Sonntags- Blatt reports no less than four new cases. 
We direct the reader's attention to the article, “A 
Germen Freethought Martyr,” wherein there is pre- 
sented a faithful picture of the religious persecutions 
in Germany. 


The city council of Vienna is worth preserving for 
exhibition in a dime museum. Some time ago a 
school-boy committed suicide, and as reason for this 
act there was pointed out the “total absence of 
pictures of saints and Marys” in the schools. The 
aldermen voted instently one thousand gü!den for 
the purchase of such articles, to put a stop to the sui- 
cidal tendency, which at the present time has reached 
its periodical high-water mark. 


A“ Committee on Moral Laws" has been organ- 


ized in France, with Mr. Jean Paul Cés as president. 
The committee's aim is to lay down those rules and 
teachings the following of which is deemed favorable 
to the moral development cf mankind. The society, 
of which we will treat in & special article in a future 
number, is not confiued to France, but has its repre- 
sentativs and sdherents in almost all countries 
where Freethinkers liv. 


Things look a little brighter in Austro Hungary, 
where E. Schwelba edits the Zichtfreund, the only 
Antichristian paper existing there. The vigorous 
propaganda by him and his followers bas at last 


awakened the government to recognize the fect that 
not al! Austrians and Hungarians sre superstitious, 
and a law granting liberty of worship or no worship 
will soon be ssked of the chambers by the minister 
cf church and education. 

The death of Charles Bradlaugh has excited wide 
comment, not alone in journals printed in the Eng- 
lish language but also in the Freethought magazines 
and journals of continental Europe. All writers 
agree in paying well-merited tribute to the de ceased’ 
high character as a man, and to his services o work- 
ingmen and especially to the spread of Freethongni 
in the British empire. From Sweden, Spain. Hol- 
land, Belgium, France, Germany, Austria, and Vene- 
zuela the voice of praise and sorrow is heard. Oer- 
tainly a man so widely known, honored, and missed 
cannot hav lived in vain. 

A late number of La Reforma, the c ficial paper 
of the Italian government, publishes an interesting 
piece of news, which we hav in vain sought for in 
Catholic papers, although it refera to his holiness 
at the Vatican. Government lawyers bav discovered 
and furnished incontrovertible proof in support of 
the truth of the assertion that the testament cf tha 
Inte Cardinal Consalvi was falsified in favor of the 
papal chair. And while millions of dollars hav thus 
been turned over to the pope, several of the rightful 
heirs hav died as paupers in pocrbouses and hos- 
pitals erected in glorification of Roman Catholic 
benevolence by money stolen from them. The gov- 
ernment demands restitution, 

— . —— — 


What Is the Difference! 


The Russian government, desirous of an excuse 
for closing Polish Roman Ostholic churches, has 
been forbidding the repair of these buildings, and 
has shut up a considerable number of them, on the 
ground that they are unsafe. 

Congress has power to revoke the charter of the 
church of Jesus Ohrist, of Latter Day Saints, in the 
territory of Utah. 

Congress and the courta hav the power to cause 
the property of the said corporation to be seized, and 
taken possession of, and held for final proper dispo- 
sition. 

The act limiting the amount of real estate which 
could be held by a religious corporation in a territo: y 
and forfeiting to the United States real estate 
held contrary thereto was a valid exercise cf Con- 
gressional power. 

What is there in common between free America 
and despotic Russia? To an unbiased observer, tl e 
answer would seem to be, a considerable amount «f 
civil and religious tyranny. Petitions hav been sert 
to the secretary of state from all parts of this ec un- 
try urging him to protest against the action of the 
Russian government against the Jews. Whether pe- 
titions were circulated in Russia urging that govern- 
ment to protest against our treatment of the Mor- 
mons I do not know. Inasmuch as the measures 
adopted here against the Mormons hav been severe 
enough to cange many of them to migrate, such a 
protest from Russia would not be more inconsistent 
than the one urged upon our gecretary of state. 
Olassifiention and recognition sre mental operations 
which people in genersl hav not yet become very. 
adept in performing. The popular notion of a 
tyrannous act seems to be one that ia performed by 
a tyrant; the government of Russia is tyrannous, 
and the government of the United States is fres; 
hence the aote of the former are tyrannous; while es- 
sentially the seme acts, if committed by the lsiter, are 
the reverge.— Zo Day. 

— — —[QFũ —Z 
Lectures and Meetings. 

Tux lecture at the Manhattan Liberal Club. 220 East. 15th 
street, on Friday evening, March 18th, will be by W. C. 
Owen. Subject, ‘‘ Jay Gould, Revolutioviat.” l 

W. F. JaĮmtgson is lecturing in Muscatine, Ia. He has 
calls into Missouri and Arkansas, but may not hav time to 
fill them this winter, as be desires to fill all engagements in 
Jowa before leaving the state. Addrees, Des Moines, Ia. 

Mz. CBAELES Watts will make a lecturing tour through 
Iowa and other places west of Chicago in April or May next. 
Friends wishing lectures from Mr. Watts at that time should 
write at once to his agent. Franklin Bteiner, Box 882, Des 
Moines, Ia. : 


W. S. Bett, of Oakland, Cal., in coming east in April has 
changed his route from that he heretofore intended to take. 
He will come over the Union Pacific through Ogden and 
Denver to Omaha. He has made engagements for lectures 
in Nebraska. 


Jouw E. RRMSBU Rd will spend this month in the Sunny 
South, and he passed through this city last Tuesday on his 
way there. This trip is the firet any Liberal lecturer 
has made through the Soutbern states, and we hope will 
wake that s ctn up a little. His route and dates sre: 


Richmond, Va., March 11th; Raleigh, N C., 12h; 
Charleston. 8 C., 13h; Ocala, Fla, 14h. 15h; Tampa, 
Fla., 16h, 17h; De Land, Fia.. 18h; Gainesville, 


Fia., 19 h; Chattanooga, Tenn., 21st, 221; Dilton, Ga., 
23d; Center. Ala. 24 h; Cullman, Ala., 25th; New Orleans. 
La., 26 b; Ponchatoula La, 27 h; Brookhaven, Miss. 28 b, 
29h. When he completes this trip Mr. Remsburg will hav 
carried the gospel of Freethought into more than foriy 
states and territories. 
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— Gammenications. 


Cardinal Fallacies of the “Cardinal Fallacies 
of Gnosticism.” 


Tse Taurg Szexer in its last two numbers, of 
Februsry 14th and 21st, published two verbose 
articles under the heading of “ Cardinal Faliecies of 
Gnosticiam,” signed, W. W. Carrington. 

Since these articles purport nothing less than the 
summary overthrow of Deiem by the means of meta- 
physical arguments on the one hand, and vindicate 

„ Agnosticism” on the other; the Editor of TRE 
Trove Szexer will hav the kindness to sllow me £o 
mske a few remarks on them in order that Y might 
redues them to their proper measure snd plasa them 
where they belong. 

The essay in question is itself a tissue of Car- 
dinal Fallacies and such other frailties as might mia- 
lead bona fide Infidels, providing they were able to 
fish out some meaning from that cataract of phrases 
aud words. We divide these “Cardinal Fallacies” 
of the Oardinal Fellacies” into two groups: A, 
formal mistakes, and B, object mistakes. 

A.—TORMAL MISTAKES. 

This class will contain the errors of the author 
which he commits against terms and against rasthoda 
(Dialeaties and Methodology). 

1. Gnosticism—Agnosticism: It ia a "petitio 
principii” to onli Ohristien Trinitsriens Guosties,” 
if not a downright “ argumentum ad hominem „ not 
only because the sect of that name does not exist in 
our days and the ides itself has been repudiated by 
the church; bub mainly for ihe reason thai Chrisiian 
philosophy abhors the imputation. Christian philos- 
ophy does not claim to know God. On the eontraty, 
the Scholastics teach that God's existence cannot bs 
demonstrated by arguments « priori, if must be 
proved a posteriori. They say with St. Augustin 

that they know better what God és not than what he 
28. If the author does not know tkis, he labors 
under “ignoratio elenchi ;” if he does know and 
still calls his adversaries by a nickname, his sojion 
is not dignified. Agnostic is nob yet a scientifically 
accepted term. But if it means what its etymology 
hints at, one who knows not” (viz, things “supsrnat- 
ural”), the author still commits two serious misiakes 
when he makes the “Gnostic” define the Agnostic 
as one who professes to know nothing,” and in tho 
Agnostic’s own definition, one who believes the 
human mind to be incapable of absolute knowledge.” 
In ihe former, those who know nothing are cerisinly 
not claimed by the Agnostics; in the latter the au- 
thor kills the Agnosiics by simply identifzing them 
with Pyrrkonians, aecordiog to whom nothing can 
be known except the one proposition that “nothing 
ean be known." Thst Agnostics are not idonticsi 
with Pyrrhonians we know well enough. 

2, * Unadulterated logic ”—“ metaphysical mud :” 

ne who rends the author's essay must be misled by 
the supposition that it is a logical treatis, whereas it 
is not. Ths appeal to logie, on at least three ocoa- 
sions, ig vain and erroneous. He means sound 
reasoning, that is, not contrary to the laws of syl- 
logism. We know not what “ adulterated ” cr un- 
adulterated” logie is; we know that logie ia the 
science and erb of thinking ; that is, s course of rules 
for terme, propositions, syllogiems, definitions, eto. 
There is no arguing in logie about supernatural or 
self transcendent. The arguing part of philosophy 
is motspüynies, which comprises ontology, cosmology, 
enthropology, psychology, physiology, Jus Nature, 
Ethica Naturalis, or ethics and esthetics. Fs 
is equally vain to speak of “premises” and on- 
elusions;" since such premises aro nob mado, no wid- 
dle terma employed, therefore no conclusion aan fake 
place. “Metaphysics! mud" ig an unworthy ez- 
pression. AH modern as well as ancient philosophy 
is metaphysics,” and the term is only dsnounced 
by those who hay had no training init. What are the 
works of Herbert Spencer but metaphysies? So are 
the author's articles. 

3. Zranspire ig & linguistica] mistake, commitisd 
by all who aro unfamiliar with English etymology. 
„Trenspire means to. leak through, from trans, 
through, and spiro, spirare-vi-tum, to breathe, blow 
(wind), liko wind blowing through canvas; and iiis 
employed of secrets which leak out through indis- 
crest tattle. Hence it can never signify to ocour or 
to happen, in which meaning the author uses it. 

As to methodology the chief faults of the essay ave 
the total absence of method; the lack of definitions 
of the terms employed ; the bewildering shower cf 
superfluous words, which circumstanss engenders 
confusion, and renders the essay unintelligible and 
unreadable. 

B.— OBJECT MISTAKES, 

Mr. W. W. Carrington's Osrdinal Wallacies of 
Gnosticism ” fills eight columns of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
and is divided into three parts, viz.: 

„First Fallacy: Literal Omnipotence.” 

“Second Fallacy: Oo-existing Omnipoienee and 
Volition.” : 

“Third Failaey: Human Certainty." 

This third part is followed by “ Remarks.” While 


| the “ Sasond Fallesy” is uselessly interrupted by a 


heading, “Is the Logic Evadible?" the “ Remarks ” 
are macs to swallow up an independent treatis con- 
cerning “ Sin,“ which ought to hav been the Oon- 
clusion” or the ^Corollariura," as the result of the 
argument. : 

Let us now trim the thicke& of the fallacious 
„ Hzllagies and proceed to reduce it to its essence. 
As we stated above, the “ Fallacies” pretends to over- 
throw the eredibility of the existence of a God, and 
for this purpose it assails two of God's attributes, 
and the authority of reasen. 


An ignoratio elenchi underlies the entire treatis, | 


or, as 8 Pisin English person would say, You don't 
know what yon are talking about.” 
CARDINAL FALLACIES OF THE ' FIRST FALLACY.” 

1. “Literal Ommnipotence. Under this head a 
heen of useless and meaningless words are piled up 
without definition of the terms, and questions with- 
cub answer. Liberal (omnipctence),” “ gelf- 
transeandenay,” “what is impossible?” “ transcending 
asusa,” “potential question,” “what is transcend. 
ency ?" efc. aro partly useless, partly meaningless 
bombast. 

Ti the author were an adept in philosophy, he 
wouid know that all his questions were thrashed out 
over and over again for seven hundred years, until 
ihe Seholastien buried them for good. He would 
also know why these questions were buried never to 
rige again in the minds of metaphysicians or experts 
in philosophy. Lotus explain it. 

What is “omnipotence?” Omnipotence is. an at- 
tribute of power to perform all possible deeds. 

What is possible, or possibility?“ Possibility 
is the freedom from contradiction in the terms. 
Possibility is physical, moral, and logical. It is pos- 
sible logically that Archimedes should lift the earth 
from out iis orbit, but it is impossible physically. 
To murder and steal is possible both logically and 
physisally, but if is impossible morally. 

What, ther, is impossible logically? A proposi- 
tion is iogisally impossible, whose terms contradict. 
Thus: -+ 4 end — 4 (plus four and minus four): one 
excludes the other, like wood-stone (wooden stone). 
Furthermore, two negativ propositions cannot admit 
any eonolusion; thus: (1) no animal is stone; (2) no 
mon is tree; what conclusion could be drawn from 
thesa? A ihive logically impossible is called non 
ens (no bong). 

Now, if we apply these principles, so well known 
io ilogioinns, the author's zeal to compel God to do 
what iss non ens, that is, a mere negation of possi- 
bility, ia bighly ridiculous. 

2, What is "self-transcendency ?" A term thai 
would be better understood in English if called 
*golfoverrezehing;" in other words, it is a term 
asgorbing, say, that a thing is six feet higb, yet ib is 
also seven fest high aß the same time. These are but 
blind gropings in the darkness. “Self” is one term, 
# transesndency is another. Suppose “self” refers 
to “Potsr,” which term will include all properties 
of Peter. To “transeend” means to mount over, or 
io top over; by this term we attribute more to Peter 
han “self (Pater)” asiually meant; thus: the 
is 5; which is coatradiction = non ens. We 
might further add that Spencer's quoted words: 
" Fürs& giuso must bo total—sbesolute,” are just as 

te " transcending the laws," but we musi 


CARDINAL FALLAOY OF THE SECOND FALLACY.” 

“ Co existing omnipotence and volition —a bom- 
baat, whioh, if tapped, will mean absolute predeatina- 
tion as opposed to human free will" It is another 
ef thoso dead and buried questions which are being 
dragsed into existence by Oalvinistie ignoranee. 
Les us reduce it! All knowledge, all power, and 
will ave three of the many attributes of God. 
These eibribuies sre not difforent from the essence 
of God, that is, they are God, so that, according to 
hristien theology, God knows all things and God 
wills sli things from all eternity, and things step ont 
into existence from the state of possibility and virt- 
Usliy in time end under the cirevmstances thus 
forekeown and thus forewilled by God. In other 
words, if I aso a blind man approach a diten I also 
soo thet ho is blind, I also know that he will fall into 
it, yes my will is not its cause. God foresees and 
forewills not only that a men does or does not do a 
thing, bub also that be does or neglecta it by free 
will or by mistake. God's fora-will does not inter- 
fero with mswa free will, because hia fore-will is, 
thai man should perform a thing freely. 

CARDINAL FALLACY OF THE “THIRD FALLAOY." 
Human certainty. This question belongs to that 
part of logis which is called Logica Critics," and it 
bears tho title of The Oriterion of Truth,” and not 
“Human Oartainty.” Just like the two others, this 
is alzo a dead and buried question; why should it be 
dragged before the publie once more? The essence 
of it, in a nutshell, is this: We hav no ideas in mind 
exesp through our senses; but our senses are falli- 
ble, therefore our knowledge of things cannot be ab- 
solutely certain, In other words, judgments passed 
by resson aro fallible; they eannot establish cer- 
tainty. Reason is not the criterion of truth. Phi- 
losophers were working through the past centuries 


to establish the criterion of truth, until Cartesius 
passed his famous dictum as such criterion, “Cogito, 
ergo sum” (I think, therefore I exist); but his disci- 
ples soon found out its fallacy and retorted it, Sum, 
ergo cogita" (I exist, therefore I think). Some 
Scholastics maintained that authority was the crite- 
rion of truth, as least so far as ethics were con- 
cerned ; but this opinion was soon abandoned. 

German thinkers hay cut this Gordian knot by dis- 
tinguishing subjectiy certainty from the objectiv one. 
Reason is the criterion of subjectiv certainty. Ob- . 
jectiv certainty may not exiat at all and is squarely 
denied by pessimistic philosophers, while all others 
allow that objectiv certainty is a matter of no impor- 
tance, and is no more than if not existing. Exam- 
ple: A beautiful grove on the hillsids with enchant- 
ing scenery, sweet perfume of flowers, delightful 
warbling of birds in the rising sun, eto., are things 
which the reasoning subject (man) perseives ; he is 
conscious of them, therefore their existence is a sub- 
jectiv certainty. If there were no human (or reason- 
ing) beings to become conscious of those same things 
—as we are not conscious of such or similar scenes 
on the planet Mars—they might be objectivly certain, 
yet they could not concern us; for the subject they 
do not exist. 

Apply this reasoning and method to the “spiritual 
world” and you conclude that, if supernatural powers 
do exist (objeetivly), they do not exist subjectivly, 
because reason, the criterion of subjectiv certainty, 
is not conseious of them, since no such powers are 
within the realm of subjectiv perception. 

Criterion of Truth, therefore, is evidence. 

Whether sin exists? depends on its definition. 
If sin be transgression of law, ib does exist. Where 
there is no law, there is no sin. Few end easy laws 
mean few and slight sins (tranegressione), and vice 
versa. 

Therefore: 1. Omnipotenee does not involve log- 
ical impossibility, consequently it is possible. 

2. God's all-knowledge and his (hypothetical) will 
do not impair man's free will. 

3. Self-transcendeney is non ens. 

4. Man has subjsetiv certainty by his reason, the 
criterion of truth being evidence. 

5. Sin exists where law is acknowledged. 

Since these points are proved to be true, their 
opposits are fallacies. 

. €. d. 


— ti 9— o ———— — —— 
“Not Too Much of This Good Thing“ 


Was the heading, in the Chicago Herald of February 
22d, over the heading of an article referring to the 
entertainment and ball given by the Secular Mutual 
Improvement Society, in Princess Opera House, in 
honor of Washington's birthday. The first part of 
the program was a one act comedy, improved and 
adapted for the oceasion by E. A. Stevens, entitled, 
“oo Much of a Good Thing.” The characters were 
all well rendered by the participants, the Herald 
according them all justly morited praise, and the 
Chicago Tribune declaring that the performance re- 
fiseted the greatest credit on all the performers. 
Following is the cast: 


A. Moayorést. 


OHARAOTEES. 


Miss Frankie Prentice. 

Mr. Geo. Borst. 
Miss Hattie Coleman. 
Miss Dora Schoefthaler. 


Mrs. PERKINS... " 
Mr. PERKINS..... 
HATTIE PERKINS 
NELLIE PERKINS. 


Euxi0E BOowWLEB......... . . . . . . . Miss Grace Stiles. 
JENNIE ÜOWPER...... . . . . . . . . . . . . Miss Nellie Ripley. 
TOM PRRK INS ᷑ I . . Mr. Louis Harris. 
FRED SOHUYLER.....«eee . . . . . . . Mr. Jno. Stiles. 
Pol e e . . Miss Lizzie Prentice. 


As “Tom Perkins,” Mr. Louis Harris was a revels- 
tion to most people, few being aware that he was a 
natural-born genius, excelling as & comedian many 
professionals of to-day. 

Miss Grace Stiles and Miss Frankie Prentice 
deserve special mention for the ease and naturalness 
with which they sustained their parta. 

The young coxcomb, “ Mr. Schuyler,” was cleverly 
presented by young Mr. Stiles. In the play was in- 
troduced a duet by Dora Schoefthaler and Grace 
Stiles, “ Beautiful Sea,” in which their voices blended 
charmingly. Miss M. Harris performed the accom- 
paniment. “Tom Perkins” sang an Irish character 
song which brought down the houae. 

After the play, the floor was cleared for dancing, 
and a most enjoyable sffsir it was, as some of the old 
and honored friends of the cause, men of wealth and 
influence, lent their presence on this occasion, who . 
hav not been present for a couple of years. 

The supper was both excellent in quality and 
service. 

The Secular Mutual Improvement Society with- 
drew from all connection with the Chicago Secular 
Union some time ago, and since that hav maintained 
an entirely independent organization, prospering. far 
beyond their expectations. 


— . — — 


So far from the Bible containing a true record of 
the events it professes fo narrate, & careful consider- 
ation of its contents shows that it is inaccurate in its 
science, false in its history, and bad in its morality. 
Arthur B. Moss. E 
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Slew Hubligalions. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publications 
noticed here can be had of Tuk TRUTH BREKER 
Company, at the prices named. 


The ** Captains of Industry,” second series, 
is now out. It isa book for young Ameri. 
cans, and its object is to hold up brilliant and 
worthy examples for the youth of the coun- 
try to follow. And when we add that James 
Parton is the writer nothing more need be 
said of its intrinsic merit. Mr. Parton is the 
best biographer that we know anything about. 
His ‘ Lite of Voltaire” cannot be matched in 
the field of biography for its grace and frank- 
ness Of style. It is at once history and biog. 
raphy, and is as melodious as a poem. The 
sketches in the Captains of Industry” se- 
ries are written in the same easy way. They 
are of men for whom Mr. Parton entertains 
a personal affection, and through whose 
example he hopes the young men of to-day 
may be lifted out of poverty. There is a ro- 
mance about their careers which acts as an 
incentiv upon the reader, who will be loth to 
drop the book ere he has read clear to the 
end. We heartily commend it for all boys 
from ten to twenty years of age, and for 
their fathers. Price, $1 25. : 


.Mr. Benjamin R. Tucker has published 
Count Leo Tolstoi’s ‘Church and State,“ 
translating it directly from Tolstoi’s manu. 
script. It was written severa] years ago, but 
he has thus far kept it in manuscript in con- 
sequence of the arbitrary régime existing in 
Russia. It is an assault upon both church 
and state from the standpoint of Christ’s 
teachings. There are many good things in 
the title essay, but the standpoint assumed 
reduces its value to nineteenth century folks. 
The bulk of the book is an essay on Money." 
Other subjects are: Man and Woman: Their 
Respectiv Functions; The Mother; A Second 
Supplement to the Kreutzer Sonata. Tolstoi 
is something like eighteen hundred years be- 
hind the times, and his philosophy is in keep- 
ing with the age in which he mentally livs. 
The book sells for 50 cents in cloth; 25 cents 
in paper. 


— 


There seems to be a fad nowadays for writ- 
ing novels which shall, while amusing, also 
preach heresy, social or religious. Several 
of these hav been sent to us, but almost with- 
out exception they are neither good novels 
nor good sermons. Mr. Thompson in his 
recent work on the Philosophy of Fiction" 
has explained why this is almost necessarily 
so, but with the cause we are not now con- 
cerned. The most briiliant exception to this 
sweeping rule is a work called Jerome 
Leaster,” by Lillian Sommers, writer of the 
-book “For Her Daily Bread," to which 
Colonel Ingersoll wrote an introduction, and 
in grateful acknowledgment Miss Sommers 
dedicates this book to him, ‘‘ who, unsolic- 
ited, stretched forth a helping hand when” 
she most needed it.” What raises Jerome 
Leaster” above the multitude of preaching 
novels is that the sermonizing is skilfully 


concealed in working out the plot, which isf 


that of an inventor whose home is ruined by 
the fanatical devotion of a wife to her holy 
Catholic religion. Like Dickens, in hia 
works which swept away many abuses in 
England, Miss Sommers’s chargcters are 
made real, and it is their lives, not their talk, 
- which appeal to the reader. There is more 
than a touch in Jerome Leaster of the gen- 
jus which shines in Olive Schreiner’s ‘‘ Story 
of an African Farm,” and at the same time 
more of the conventional fiction style. The 
book will be promptly placed upon the 
Indem Hupurgatorius of the Roman church, 
for it damns her convent teaching and relig- 
ious ecatasies to everlasting perdition. It is 
at once a warning against and a revealment 
of the power of religion; of its abuse by the 
church, and the hideous consequences too 
often following its complete possession of a 
sentimental but true woman. Every woman 
of culture who leans toward Romanism 
should read it. It carries a great lesson, and 
those not in danger will find it touch their 
sympathies tenderly but strongly. Lovers of 
good works will hold it as a book when 
loaned to be recovered and reperused. 
Price, $1.50. 


Almost Persuaded," by Will N. Harben, 
paper cover, 50 cents, is another of the 
preaching novels, but i8 not 80 much an ex- 
Ception to the general worthlessness of these 
works as Jerome Leaster.” But it is a 
hundredfold better than most of them, and 
makes for righteousness in a pathetically en- 
tertaining way, somewhat after the manner 
of the Unitarians and other good people who 
confound virtuous and charitable works with 
religion. There is, however, too much con- 
sideration of religion in it for a novel, and 
not sufficient for a polemical treatis. Stanley 
Clayton, the hero, is a skeptic. His father is 
a very orthodox Christian. His sweetheart 
is also a Christian. Henry Lawson, a young 
man employed by the elder Clayton to be a 
companion to Stanley, is of the same faith. 
Theology is considered in a series of conver- 
sations between the four, and the skeptic has 
no trouble in maintaining his ground. It re- 
quires, however, a very skilful novelist to 
sandwich didactics into a work of fiction, and 
where the novel proper is as skilfully done 
as in thia case the average reader will skip 


a 


the ** preaching? pages and the desired effect 
is lost. Like the old farmer who reproached 
the boy that went down cellar to draw cider 
and returned with a pitcherful on which 
floated drops of candle grease, the average 
reader wants his ‘‘taller and cider sep’rate.” 
Others who like them mixed will find this a 
fairly interesting work. 

The passing wayfarer will be more startled 
by the title of the Confessions of a Nun” 
than by its contents. Sister Agatha” is 
the writer’s convent name. It is a story of 
love and intrigue, spiced with what the book 
critics call realism, which means a hint of 
vice revealed in decorous phrase, and is the 
alleged experience of a young girl from her 
novitiate to her desertion of her religious life 
avd her marriage. Incidentally several other 
nuns make confessions, and life in a convent 
is depicted as anything but the quiet, satisfac- 
tory existence the church teaches. The 
writer is something of a voluptuary in style 
and tries to giv those who expect racy read- 
ing in confessions of nuns as much of what 
they are after as he can for the money and 
keep clear of the law. The book will not be 
read by good Roman Catholics. Price, 50 
cents. 


— 


Those who want a home. made Spiritualistic 
novel, after the style of Lois Waisbrooker's 
* Perfect Motherhood,” will find one in 
Mary E. Buell’s ‘‘ The Sixth Sense, or Elec- 
tricity.” It is not, however, much of an ex- 
ception to the novels heretofore spoken of. 
It is chiefly dialog, too long drawn out, much 
of it commonplace, and unless the worthiness 
of its object make amends for literary defi- 
ciencies it will never be regarded as an 
Uncle Tom's Cabin” of Spiritualism. But 
as, possibly, we may be prejudiced against 
fictional and didactic mixtures, it is better to 
quote tke description of the publishers, 
Messrs. Colby & Rich, of the Banner of 
Light, They say that it is a new and pleas- 
ing story so interestingly told that each indi- 
vidual character of its dramatis persone 
speedily comes to be regarded by the reader 
as a familier acquaintance, and all of them 
as every-day associates. One of these pos- 
sesses spiritual gifts, being both clairvoyant 
und clairaudient ; and, added to these, a clear 
perception of the philosophy and phenomena 
of modern Spiritualism. In the course of 
the narrativ much is explained that is prob- 
lematic to those newly investigating the sub- 
ject, and in some instances to long. established 
Spiritualista." Those having more faith in 
their judgment than in ours will do well to 
send us $1.25 and receive & copy of the 
work. It is bound in cloth, 521 pages. 


Austin Bierbower, who wrote 80 good 2 
work on The Virtues and Their Reasons,” 
bas now given us one on The Socialism of 
Christ; or, the Attitude of Early Christians 
toward Modern Problems." Without consid- 
ering the inconsequence of the inquiry Mr. 
Bierbower has entered upon, or what possible 
utility it can be to us of this day to know 
what a band of half-insane and altogether 
deluded people thought or said upon the 
stupendous problems which the twentieth 
century must solve or see Anarchy and tyr- 
anny enthroned in the world again, it may be 
said that in writing it the author of this book 
‘has done not a little to help the clergy out of 
the hole they are in. At present the cloth“ 
cannot preach Christianity and at the same 
time advocate the ultra views of the social 
reformers. This book will teach them how 

to do it. But at the same time they will hav 
to, as Mr. Bierbower has done, stretch the 
meaning of Christ’s words beyond plausibility 
to show that he meant such deep and far- 
reaching Socialism and humanitarianism as 
our modern age is forced to consider. That 
the early Christians were Communists there 
is no question. But this idea was not enter- 
tained by Christ, as Mr. Bierbower by impli- 
cation admits; only by his followers. 
Christ’s ideas, as any fair reading of the evan- 
gelists will show. were bounded by his imme- 
diate present. He believed himself to be sent 
to manage things spiritually and to gather 
the people into his father’s heaven. He did 
not believe his kingdom to be of this world, 
and hig opposition to wealth was because the 
rich men were stiff-necked about receiving 
his doctrin, and he could not readily convert 
them. This close companionship with the 
poor was because he found them willing, aa 
the poor and dissatisfied usually are, to re- 
ceive a doctrin which promised them relief 
from toil, or at least a substantial reward 
therefor when they were translated. He 
played to the gallery because the orchestra 
chairs and boxes would not applaud him. 
His doctrin was, to suffer here for 
the sake of recompense hereafter; and it 
ig just this miserable idea that holds the 
world back. It is also the idea of all relig- 
ions, and is one very good reason why relig- 
ion ought to be dethroned and the enthusi- 
asm it evokes turned in some practical 
direction. Jesus ran away from the offer of 
an earthly kingship, however unable the 
offerers were tO bestow it, showing that his 
reformatory zeal was all for the “ spiritual” 
life. In this, as Mr. Bierbower concludes, 
he was imitated by his followers, who 
** veered from their original course,” the later 
apostles not only acquiescing in but up- 
holding the social systems of the day, giving 
up their time entirely to the spiritual or 
moral." 'This seems to be regretted by Mr. 
Bierbower, but perhaps it was just as well. 
A polity founded upon the teachings of 


Jeaus would suit very few but Reformed 
Prerbyterians. The price-of ‘Socialism of 
Christ ” is $1. 

Mr. Caleb 8. Weeks sends us two works, 
one a five-cent tract. The Philosophy of 
Evil: a New Gospel Lesson from the Apple- 
trees,” and the other, Selections from the 
Poets, With Responses” by himself. The 
first is a reverie coming to the poet when he 
sought the shades of Westchester after an un- 
usually long spell of work pulling hard-bedded 
teeta (for be it known Dr. Weeks isa dentist, 
and thata good one). Under the apple-trees 
he lay and dreamed. and the wretchedness of 
the world flitted like a picture of despair 
across his vision. The selfishness and 
nameless wrong which so greatly prevail, 
swaying individuals and society, producing 
great crops of misery, came to” his recollec- 
tion, and with it the fact tbat the same un. 
happy condition existed, differing only in de- 
gree, in all human society, not excepting the 
beautiful country around” him. But in nat. 
ure he found a solace and a balm, and, the 
apple-trees talked to him of better times, of 
prophecies of golden fruition of men’s hopes. 
As the fragrant blossoms evolute into nour- 
ishing food, so should man’s travail in this 
vale of woe finally cease and the period of 
tipening come to the race. Mr. Weeks 
listened, learned, and his spirit expanded 
with gratitude to the divine Father and 
Mother.” But he forgot the sour apples, and 
far be it from us to disturb his dream. 

The Selections from the Poets is a more 
pretentious volume. The Introduction only 
will giv an adequate idea of its scope and 
purpose. Hesays: 

** In reading the works of some of the poets 
who hay treated of nature and life, especially 
those who hav dealt with the moral asp<cts 
of these subjects, and while greatly interested 
in their flashes of genius and the glimpses of 
natural law which they revealed, I hav, 
nevertheless, seen some of their truths dis- 
torted, or so connected in statement with the 
pre-received errors as to seem to confirm the 
errors, while truths highly beautiful were left 
obscure, or failed to convey their full import, 
by the omission of important sides of the 
philosophy presented. Where the facts of 
outer life were seen, the vital principle—spir- 
itual laws—underlying, overlapping, encir- 
cling, pervading, filling, and moving all, unit- 
ing nature in a co-working system, and 
making physical phenomena intelligible, were 
sometimes so enveloped by dogmatic mists 
that a blurred view was imparted even by the 
poetic inspirations. In these cases, as well 
as where the thought enlightened me, there 
would arise the desire to answer, to amplify, 
and bring out some of the antithetical or 
counterparting truths that the clearer light of 
our day affords. So I wrote Responses on 
the margins of the pages while reading, imi- 
tating the styles of the authors. Some of 
these I afterwards copied, enlarged, and 
placed in connection with the poems and 
passages responded to; and though I may 
lack the ability to perfect them poetically, 
yet, believing that some portions of our life's 
philosophy and laws are more fully and truly 
given in my Responses, I hav concluded to 
publish them. 

This statement Iam aware does not show 
the modesty that authors are expected to ex- 
hibit, but it tells the motiv for my work, and 
it would be absurd to affect modesty while 
presuming to respond to some Of our greatest 
poets, 

In some of my Responses I hav repeated 
thoughts uttered in others; for my purpose 
in this work is to put the corresponding idea 
in proximity with that which suggested it 
avd to make the answer to each selection 
complete in itself. i 

„he selections occupy the even- numbered 
pages; the responses, the pages opposit.” 

Those who like Mr. Weeks's philosophy will 
find the corrections he has made to the poets 
quoted just to their taste. It is hard to dis- 
tinguish some of them from the original, save 
by the sentiment expressed. Price, $1 25. 


When Moses had written the five books of 
the Pentateuch, including a graphic account 


of his own funeral, he is generallv thought 
to hav closed his literary labors. But some- 
body sends us the Sixth and Seventh Books 


of Moses," just as though he was on better 
terms with the Hebrew lawgiver than the 


Jews themselvs. It is, however, not claimed 
that Moses wrote them, only that they are 
„taken from the Mosaic hooks of the Cabala 
and the Talmud, for the Good of Mankind.” 
They are discourses on Magic and Spirit-Art, 
fanciful explanations of biblical incidents, 
and we fail to see wherein mankind is bene- 
fited by them. 


— 


Asa W. Brayton, of Glen’s Falls, has writ- 
ten a little board-bound book on the Origin 
of the Bible, in Prose and Rhyme, with 
Other Poems, both Religious.and Domestic." 
Mr. Brayton is an irreligious person, but his 
poetry is of the home-made order. The book 
was probably published for his personal 
gratification and to circulate among his neigh- 
bors. We hope they will read it and become 
imbued with its author's Infidelity. 


Mr. James Vick says, and we agree with 
him because he furniehes gratis seeds for the 
foreman's garden, the fruit whereof we ex- 
pect to eat, that“ no lover of a fine plant or 
garden can afford to be without a copy of 
Vick’s Floral Guide for 1891. It is an elegant 


worthy of cultivation. 
our good luck to see the Nellie Lewis Carna- 
tion and taste the Grand Rapids Lettuce. 
costs nothing, because the ten cents you send 
for it can be deducted from the first order 
forwarded. We advise our friends to secure 
R Copy of James Vick, Seedsman, Rochester, 
» £ * 


book of over one hundred pages 8} x 10j 
inches, beautiful colored illustrations of Sun- 


rise Amaranthus, Hydrangea, and Potatoes. 
Instructions for planting, cultivating, etc. 
Full list of everything that can be desired in 
the way of Vegetable and Flower Seeds, 
Plants, Bulbs, etc. 
garding the cash prizes of $1,000 and $260. 
The novelties hav been tested and found 


Also full particulara re- 


We hope it will be 
It 


The March Arena opens with an essay by 


Prof. Alfred Hennequin, on The Drama of 
the Future.” 
on Evolution and Morality,” taking the 
position maintained . by conservativ ortho- 
doxy. Prof. Joseph Rodes Buchanan con- 
tributes an essay on ‘‘ Nationalization of the 
Land as First Presented.” 
Schindler discusses immigration. 
Howard MacQueary writes on ‘‘ Shelley the 
Skeptic.” 
Immoral in Literature.” 
weth contributes a paper on the discoveries 
being made by students of psychology. W. 
D. McCrackan writes on The Swiss Refer- 
endum.” Henry A. Hartt, M D., argues at 
length that drunkenness is & crime, and 
should be punished as such. The editor con. 
tributes short papers on Home Influence 
and the Child,” ‘‘An Object Lesson in Free- 
dom,” Class Interests and the Rights cf the 
People,” and Herbert Spencer's Arraign- 
ment of Class Medical Laws.” 
cents. 


Rev. Chas. F. Deems wri ea 


Rabbi Solomon 
The Rev. 


Albert Ross writes on “ What is 
C. Van D. Cheno- 


Price, 50 


Mr. 8. D. Moore, of Adrian, Mich., has 
printed in neat pamphlet form his individual 
experience as a child, a youth, and a man. 
To which he has added two of his articles 
originally published in this journal. Mr. 
Moore is one of the most zealous of Liberals 
and a man of shrewd common sense. Those 
who hav made his acquaintance at Liberal 
meetings will probably like his pamphlet as 
a reminder of a sterling worker in the car se, 
and Mr. Moore will probably send them one 
for 10 or 15 cents. 


Ella E. Gibson has begun the publication 
of the Moralist at Barre, Mass. It is the or- 
gan of the Brotherhood of Moralists, and it 
is to be devoted to scourging error, Over- 
coming vice, harmonizing truths, enlisting 
the sympathies of the masses, inviting them 
to walk in the paths with us and be our com- 
panions over the dusky fortuitous road-bed 


of experience, aspiration, and determination ; 
resolving, that as we see the truth we will 
obey its teachings and follow it to the end, 
be it proscription for opiniou's sake, ostra- 
cism for our unpopularity, or derision for our 


attempt to lead society away from its antag- 
onisms into the more congenial atmosphere 
of thought, reason, practicability, general 
good,and usefulness.” Miss Gibson is a good 
writer and will undoubtedly make a good 
editor. The Moralist appears monthly at $1 
per year. : 

Swedes, Danes, and Norwegians should 
send to N. S. Johnson, Sioux Falls, S. D., 
for a copy of his book entitled, Is the Bible 
the Word of God?” Mr. A. Jacobson, who 
can read it, aud is à man of good judgment, 
says: It is a book that not one of all the 
priests of Christendom can refute, although , 
they may be disposed to exhibit their ability 
to defame and slander; which, by the way, 
is the only method practicable for deceiving 
those who are behind the vell. All who ex- 
amin the book critically, come to the con- 
clusion that God never intended any man to 
write the Bible. How can anyone believe 
that God would 80 degrade himself as to 
blacken his own character in the manner 
shown in this book? ‘There are many pas- 
sages so obscene in the so. called word of God 
that even the most shameless priest would 
not dare to read them to the public. I do 
sincerely recommend the book to all those 
who would investigate and nee for themselvs.“ 
We believe the price is 25 cents. 


The publishers of her book say: '' Helen 
Gardener, the author of Is This Your Son, 
My Lord? corrects the impression that 
would naturally follow the reading of her 
frank story. that it had been prompted by 
Tolstoi’s ‘Kreutzer Sonata.“ The manuscript 
for her story, it would seem, was in the hands 
of the publishers long before the first Eog- 
lish version of the Russian book appeared, 
and was first intended as a serial story for 
the Arena. Is This Your Bon, My Lord?“ 
is enjoying a phenomenal sale. Although 


less than four months hav elapsed since it 


was brought out, four editions of five thou- 
sand copies each hav been issued.” 


“The True Theory of Christianity,” by 
Andrew W. Madison, price 15 cents, to be 
had of A. C. Huene & Brother, 111 Broad- 
way, Brooklyn, is not & book of much logical 
ability, dealing principally in assumptions 
about things that men should know." The 
author is & Christian who is content to 
tt know ” there is a God, a heaven, a hell, a 
Holy Ghost, and & soul which is the real 
man. We think, however, with Artemas 
Ward, that it is better not to know 80 many 
things than to know so many things that are 


not 80. 
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him a book of which the subjoined is a copy of. the 
title-page : 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MAODONALD,  * . a Editor. 
O. P. Somurnsy,  - . Business Manager. 
PUBLISHED BY 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


THE 
HOLY BIBLE,, 
OONTAINING THE 
OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS: 
i TRANSLATED OUT OF 
THE ORIGINAL TONGUES; 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. AND WITH 
THE FORMER TRANSLATIONS DiLIGENTLY COMPARED AND 
PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY AT $3.00 PER YEAR. REVISED. 
NEW YORK: 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
INSTITUTED IN THE YEAR MDCOOXYI, 
. 1890. 

We had begun to think, as no decision on the 
book has as yet reached us, that perhaps Mr. Wana- 
maker does not always reply to letters sent him. 
But, on reading his report, and pondering upon the 


Address all Communications to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. Make all Drafts, Ohecks, Post. cio and Ea. 
press Money Orders payable to GHARLES P. SOMERBY. 


SATURDAY, - - .- MAROH 14, 1891 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


Single subseription in AS ——M -- $8 28 positiv statements made therein, we must conclude 
) ͤ ͤ 8 5 00 | that he is considering the quality of the work sent 
JJ him for his decision. This is well. The matter iso! 


One subscription with one new subscriber, in one re- 8 E 
grave importance, and one that no honest literary cen- 


One subscription with two new subscribers, in One sor would decide hastily. The book has a wide cir- 


remittance ——M —— 7 00 | culation, thousands of eopies having been printed by 
One ne with three new subscribers, in one g go | the firm publishing it, and if it is to be suppressed a 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one great number of people will be affected by the deci- 
" PeMittance ..scssccscecesesesescsescssesesesssassesesssssssees 10 00 | sion. On the other hand, the responsibility of per- 


mitting the mailing of a work of such a character is 
one that the honest censor will not lightly assume. 
There are several chapters and verses in the bock 
which at a first glance seem to fall under the 
poatmaster-general’s definition of non- mailable print. 
They must seem to any honest censor “ offensiv to 
modesty,” and “tending to subvert respect for de- 
cency and morality,” and therefore Mr. Wanameker 
should not be hurried in making up his mind, how- 
ever prompt Mr. Comstock may be when Ae is applied 
to by Ohristian editors or writers of spicy books. 
As a short horse is soon curried—so at least it is 
said—it may be that Mr. Comstock has a reason for 
.a quick decision not possessed by Mr. Wanamaker. 
— . —— 


On the New Tax Bill. 


The members composing the Assembly committee 
of this state on Taxation and Retrenchment are F. 
P. Demarest, of Rockland; James L. Dempsey, of 
Oneida; C. W. Sutherland, of Kings; L. P. Gillette, 
of Niagsra; William Ryan, of Westchester; S. J. 
Foley, of New York; George M. Beakes, of Sullivan; 
J. O. Keeler, of St. Lawrence; J. Acpinwall, of 
Kings; W. D. Stevenson, of Washington; and Will- 
iam Kennedy, of Onondaga county. They may be 
addressed at the Assembly chamber, Albany, N. Y. 

This committee has before it s bill revising the tax 
laws of the state, but still exempting church prop- 
erty and property of ministers and priests to the 
extent of fifteen hundred dollars. As at first drawn 
the bill would tax parcchial schools; but on protest 
of the Oatholics, Mr. Dempsey, who introduced the 
measure, has assured the public that he has no desire 
to hit the Catholic church, and it is, therefore, prob- 
able that an amendment exempting parochial schools 
will be tacked to the bill. 

We hav sent to the members of the committee 
copies of the speeches made bsfore the Ways and 
Mears Oommittee of a previous Assembly by T. B. 
Wakeman, Gilbert Hawes, and S. B. Duryea advo- 
cating the taxation of ecclesiastical property, and 
also written them letters calling attention to the 
need of equalizing taxation more than the bill now 
before them does. We think every Freethinker in 
the state should do the same. Letters should be 
sent also to every Assemblyman not in this com- 
mittee by residents of each one’s district. The fol- 
lowing is a list of the Assemblymen and the counties 
they represent : 

Albany—Walter E Ward, Rep.; Michael J Nolan, Galen 
E Hitt, John T Gorman, Dem. 

Allegany—A 8 Thompson, Rep. 

Broome—Israel T Deyo, Rep. 

Cattaraugus—B B Lewis, J S Whipple, Rep. 

Cayuge—G W Dickenson, L W Noyes, Rep. 

Chautauqua—W C Gifford, E E Woodbury, Rep. 

Chemung— Robert P Bush, Dem. 

Chenango—H A Truesdell, Rep. 

Clinton—Albert Guibord, Rep. 

Columbia—Henry L Warner, Dem. 

Cortland—Rufus T Peck, Rep. 

Delaware—Henry Davie, Dem. 

Duchess—Willard H Mase, Rep.; Edward B Osborne, 
Dem. 

Erie—William F Sheehan, Speaker; Matthias Endres, 
Henry H Guenther, Frank D Smith, Dems.; Edward Gal- 
lagher, Rep. 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. 


As the Philistines See It. 
From the New York Herald. 

Several months ago Colonel Bob” Ingersoll delivered a 
lecture at Philadelphia for the benefit of Walt Whitman, the 
old poet and his work being the subject. It was an apology 
and defense as well as an eloquent and impassioned address, 
and being about equally characteristic of the subject and the 
apeaker it caused a decided sensation in the audience, none 
of which accepted the whole of Whitman or Ingersoll. The 
lecture has just been printed in full, with the title, ‘ Liberty 
in Literature.” It is subdivided under heads, some of which 
are, The Religion of the Body,” Humanity,“ and What 
is Poetry?” A good portrait of the poet, by Gribayedoff, 
faces the title-page. 

— — m4—ↄ— 


Different Methods of Literary Censors. 


Mr. A. Comstock, the activ censor of literature, 
has made the annual repert for the Society for the 
Suppression of Vice. In this report he relates he is 
Occasionally applied to to act as censor of manuscripta 
as well as of printed matter. But he does not allow 
his office to be used to advertise salacious works, and 
takes much credit to himself for his virtuous ways. 
He relates one instance wherein he proves himself to 
be a worthy successor of his saintly namesake : 

“ A young woman in June last called at our office, saying 
she had written a book to advertise herself as an actress, in- 
tending to outrival Mrs. Langtry. She had taken her manu- 
script to a printer to hav it published, but because of its ‘spicy 
character,’ as she said, he refused to publish it, and referred 
her to our office. She propoged, as a matter of business, to 
pay us to allow her book to be issued. When shown the 
law, she proposed to strike out the unlawful matters, and 
then brazenly wanted to know if we would ‘ not attack her 
book just a little to make it sell.“ Receiving a negativ re. 
ply, she then offered to pay liberally for this assistance, all 
of which was declined, and her book was not published.” 


Mr. Comstock proceeds, it seems, on different lines 
from those followed by Mr. Wanamaker, the 
postmaster-general, who has also set up as censor of 
literature. Mr. Wanamaker says in his last report 
that the thrifty bluster which publishers may make 
over books excluded from the mails can hav no effect 
upon his conduct. We call attention to his words: 

„Some hav said that the exclusion of a book only draws 
attention to it and makes the damage caused by its sale the 
greater. That, as I conceive, is no affair of a sworn public 
official. Moreover, the * advertising? which it is held the de. 
partment gave the objectionable publication was entirely due 
to the thrifty bluster of the publisher who, however much he 
complained of the injustice of the decision of the department, 
never appealed to the postmaster-general to hav it reversed. 
The question 18 not pertinent, either, why the department 
does not exclude certain other publications from the mails |. 
which are admitted to be indecent. It treats these cases only 
as they are brought to its attention; and one complaint is 
considered as carefully as another.” 

Mr. Wanamaker affirms that he has no discretion 
in the matter, and is obliged to act when applied 
to.” Moreover, he treats cases as they are brought 
to his attention, “and one complaint is considered 
as carefully as another.” In view of this positiv as- 
sertion we can but wait with patience for his deci- 
sion on what we believe to be an important matter 
to which his attention was called four weeks ago by 
the Editor of Taz Trura Szexen, who forwarded to 


Essex—W D Palmer, Rep. 

Franklin— Wm. C Stevens, Rep. 

Fulton and Hamilton— John Christie, Rep. 

Genesee—F T Miller, Rep. 

Greene— Omar V Sage, Dem. 

Herkimer—H H Greene. 

Jefferson—Henry J Lane, Isaac Mitchel, Reps. 

Kings—J Aspinwall, Rep.; Joseph J Cahill, John Cooney, 
J J O'Conner, John Kelly, W E Shields, Adam Schafft, James 
F Quigley, C W Sutherland, Thomas F Byrnes, M C Earl, 
Dems. 

Lewis—G H P Gould, Dem. 

Livingston— Elias H Davis, Rep. 

Madison—8 R Mott, Rep. 

Monroe—Frank M Jones, C R Parsons, W H Denniston, 
Reps. 

Montgomery—John F Dwyer, Dem. (Mr. W B Dunlap 
was first chosen, but the Assembly has unseated him and 
given the office to Mr. Dwyer.) 

New York—8th Assembly district, John E Brodsky; 21st 
dis, D M Hildreth; Reps.; 1st dis., P H Duffy; 2d dis., T 
D Sullivan; 3d dis., P Farquhar; 4th dis., P H Roche; 5th 
dis., D F Mullaney; 6th dis., S J Foley; 7th dis., M T 
McMahon; 9th dis., W H Holcomb; 10th dis., W Bohmer; 
11th dis., W M Lawrence; 12th dis., M Dinkelspiel; 13th 
dis., J H Southworth; 14th dis., Wm. Sulzer; 15th dis., L 
Drypolcker; 16th dis., W G Byrne; 17th dis., J Kerrigan ; 
18ih dis., D F Martin; 19th dis., John Connolly ; 20th dis. 
Meyer J Stein; 22d dis., J Blumenthal; 23d dis., G P Web. 
ster; 24th dis., C C Clarke, Dems. 

Niagara—Garwood L Judd, L Parson Gillette, Dems. 

Oneida—C Haley, James L Dempsey, Dems.; R S John. 
Bon, Rep. 

Onondega—H H White, Wm. Kennedy, I Sawmiller, 
Reps. — 

Ontario—F O Chamberlain, Rep. 

Orange—Grant B Taylor, Michael N Kane, Dems. 

Orleans—Wallace L’Hommedieu, Rep. 

Oswego—N N Btranahan, W H Selleck, Reps. 

Otsego— Oscar F Lane, R M Townsend, Dems. 

Putnam—Hamilton Fish, Jr., Rep. 

Queens—S 8 Townsend, James A McKenna, Dems. 

Rensselaer--Levi E Worden, Rep.; James M Riley, J W 
McKnight, Dems. . 

Rjchmond— John Croak, Dem. 

Rockland —F P Demarest, Dem. 

St. Lawrence— G R Maltby, J C Keeler, Wm Bradford, 
Reps. 

Saratoga—C R Sheffer, Lewis Varney, Reps. 

Schenectady—A J Quackenbush, Dem. 

Sullivan—George M Beakes, Dem. 

Schoharie—A R Hunting, Dem. 

Schuyler—Charles T Willis, Rep. 

Seneca—W H Dunham, Dem. 

Steuben—G Brundage, Milo M Acker, Reps. 

Suffolk—James H Pierson, Rep. 

Tioga—R W Clinton, Rep. 

Tompkins—Nelson Stevens, Rep. 

Ulster—George M Brink, Rep.; Jacob Rice, George H 
Bush, Dems. 

Warren—W M Cameron, Dem. 

Washington—W D Stevenson, Albert Johnson, Reps. 

Wayne—E B Norris, Dem.; R P Groat, Rep. 

Westchester—C P McClelland, William Ryan, Dems.; 
James W Husted, Rep. 

Wyoming—I Sam Johnson, Rep. 

Yates—Everett Brown, Rep. 

Vigorous communications to these gentlemen—the 
more the better—from their constituents protesting 
against the exemption of church property will ac- 
quaint them with the fact that there are some peo- 
ple in the state who want the tax laws revised fairly, 
and in the interests of the whole people. The ex- 
empt property in this state figures up an enormous 
sum. In 1886, when Messrs. Duryea, Wakeman, and 
Hawes were before the Ways and Means committee, 
Mr. Wakeman estimated that the church property 
actually in use in this state, and exempted, together 
with cemeteries and sectarian institutions, would 
amount to more than three hundred millions. Mr. 
Duryea went far beyond this, saying: “According 
to the report of the state board of assessors, it ia 
estimated that the liberal exemptions of property 
consecrated to religious worship, to the uses of 
charity, and educational institutions of a private 
cheracter, aggregate in value over five hundred mill- 
ions of dollars, and a very large proportion of the 
property is held for speculativ purposes and not 
directly used for its ostensible object." At two per 
cent, a low average rate of taxation in this state, the 
amount given the churches, private schools, and 
charitable institutions in this manner is ten millions 
of dollars, saying nothing of the large gifts of cash 
made direct—in this county aggregating between 
one and two millions per annum! 
shame and an outrageous swindle upon the people. 

It may be that nothing can be done this session— 
indeed, it is hardly possible—but if a few thousand, 
or a few hundred, people will write their legislators 
protesting strongly against the swindle, the Solons 
will be set to thinking. The taxation question will 
not be finally disposed of this year, and it will be 


It isa burning 


? 
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well to lay a foundation for future work. Free- ect is ripe for execution ; when the total amount will] no means of making itself known outside of the United 
thinkers should also write to their local papers in | be invested in the Hall and Institute in the names of | States. and what is worse, it cares very little about making 
this matter and agitate it unceasingly whenever op- | a sufficiently large number of elected persons, who itself known. It has no dally press and a very poor weekly 


: A press. For all it cares Brazil may turn Protestant, as 
portunity F a NR will act as trustees for the Freethought party. Mr. surely will turn Atheistic under the new influence which 
G. W. Foote, president of the National Secular So- 


, * seis will follow the current of trade." 
General Sherman's Views on Religion. ciety, is at the head of the movement to build the 


The Catholic Union and Times prints this dis- Hall and has associated with him many prominent 
- honest paragraph: . English Freethinkers. Mr. Robert Forder has been 

„My father was baptized in the Catholic church, married | elected secretary of the committee. 
in ne 9 1 9 church, and attended the Catholic church The scheme is a good and feasible one. It will 

until the outbreak of the civil war. Since that time my honor 7 ; 
father had not been a communicant, but he always said to and 8 as d 7 8 89 9 pine 
me, ‘If there's any true religion it is the Catholic religion. eee 
Thus speaks General Sherman's oldest son, the Rev. Thomas of England. Mr. Bradlaugh’s large and valuable 
library should be preserved intact until the building 


Ewing Sherman. Surely this ought to settle dispute as to 
the religious convictions of the great commander.” is finished, and then transferred to that as a-legacy 
to his thousands of friends. 


It is somewhat difficult to tell just what this Jes- 
uit priest did say about his father's belief at the time ——— —294-9———— ——— 
The Law and the Book. 


of his death, and it may be well to reprint what he 
` While the Copyright bill was pending before the 


wrote June 1, 1878, just before his departure tc 
England to pursue the studies which hav made him last Congress, Tiddy Witt Talmage, a notorious per- 
son of Brooklyn, sent the following telegram to a 


so thoroughly a Jesuit, The letter was addressed to 
the Hon. Samuel Reber, and in it are these para- Senator and to a Representativ: 
In the name of religion I would ask that the conference 


graphs: 
committee on Copyright bill, when appointed, and if within 


„My father, as you know, is not a Catholic, and therefore 
t taki t h 

the step T am taking seems as startling and as strange to him be Sower, would so amend the bill às to allow the Bible in 

whatsoever language and from whatever land, to enter free, 


as, I hav no doubt, it does to you, my dear sir. Igo with- 
out his approval, sanction, or consent; in fact, in direct There should be no duty on the Bible, and it would bea 
glorious thing for our American Congress to set an exampie 


opposition to his best wishes in my behalf. For he had 
formed other plans for me, which are now defeated, and had : 
other hopes abd expectations in my regard, which are neces- 115 An nations of the earth by placing the Bible on the free 
sarily dashed to the ground. ° 
„ Feeling painfully aware that I hav grieved and disap- | There is a law authorizing and compelling the 
pointed my father, I beg my friends and his, one and sll, of | sustom house authorities to destroy all books of an 
apen fe ge ME 1 ee aan oF | obscene character which lewd people import to this 
en ond be lil-timed and Inappróptintó anrang country. Instesd of asking that the Bible be ad- 
mitted duty free, the Brooklyn person should call 
the attention of Collector Erhardt to that law in con- 
nection with that book. 


Oa his son’s action in taking orders General Sher- 
man expressed his views pretty freely, according to 

What monumental assurance the preachers do pos- 
sess ! 


Taz general mean selfishness of church corporations is 
again shown in. this city in connection with the proposed 
opening cf Morningside avenue from 110ih to 122d street. 
The property-owners on the west side of the avenue hav 
agreed to move their houses ten feet further back without 
expense to the city, but the trustees of the new Episcopal 
cathedral hav refused to agree to this. The church prop- 
erty extends along the avenue for three blocks. George M. 
Miller, on behalf of the trustees, said they needed no stoop 
line, aud the trustees were very much opposed to giving the 
city ten feet of land along the entire line of their property 
for nothing. The board of street opening, however, thought 
that, as the property was exempt from taxation, the trustees 
should not exact pay fora strip of land the loss of which 
would result in improving their property. It will probably 
require legal force tocompel the church trustees to consent. 


— 


In the Progressive Age a writer on “ Esthetic of Trees and 
Waters” asks: ** Why are the Scotch noted the world over for 
their stern morality? Is it all due to her splendid schools? 
Ask her forests, her lakes, her highlands; they report how 
well the beautiful in nature wakes the moral and poetic 
ideals of the beautiful in social character.” The question is 
as easily answered as was that of the boy who asked how it 
could be that a girl born of the same parents as himself 
could be no relation. The boy lied. The Scotch are logical 
theologians, stern parents, economical livers, and great fight- 
ers for their own liberty, but they are not filled with a 
“stem morality.” Beware of a trading Scotchman as you 
would of a blarneying Irishman. The Scotch will hav their 
pound of fiesh, blood and all. And in proportion to its 
population Calvinistic Scotland used to, and perhaps does 
now, giv to the world annually more illegitimate children 
than either Ireland or England. The religious customs of 
the land were responsible for this. The writer of Esthetic,” 
etc., is advised to read Saladin’s ‘‘ Woman.” Its author is a 
Scotchman, and proud of it. There is nothing gained by 
holding wrong notions about races. Life on the rugged hills 
of Scotland makes Scotchmen defenders of freedom, but the 
Christian religion has made them immoral, as the word goes. 


THE new state of Washington has got a Sunday law which 


some of the people do not like, and Senator Owings has pro- 
posed some amendments to it a8 follows: 


a Washington correspondent of the Philadelphia 
Inquirer : l : 
Oz, yes, Tam disappointed. I am more than that, I 
am angry; mad, very mad all over. Mrs, Sherman and I 
agreed to disagree on that question. I had no objections to 
the girls’ being under their mother’s influence, but I claimed 
the boys. Their mother was very devoted to her church, 
and I never interfered with her in that matter, but I believe 
that loyalty belongs to the government first. I do not want 
to cay that a man cannot be a good American citizen and & 
loyal subject of the pope. If there ever should be an issue 
affecting the safety of American institutions in conflict with 
the supremacy of the Roman church, they will put the pope 
above the president. We may not see it, and some living to- 
day may. I believe that our Constitution, with the institu- 
tions which hav grown out of it, is the grandest heritage 
given to the human race. It is above creeds because it owes 
no allegiance to any power save God and the people. Man 
is inatinctivly a religious animal, but an American does not 
want his religion mixed for him or filtered through somebody 
else as the custodian of his thoughts. That may do for the 
ignorant subjects of a foreign state, but it will not do for 
free-born, intelligent, self-confideat American sovereigns— 


the people.” 

Ta an interview had with him by the same writer, 
when General Sherman was mentioned as a candi. 
date for the presidency, he said: 

“I was born a Catholic, and they say I cannot get out of 
the church. Iam not a Catholic. I believe that death is 
the end of all. The spirit may go on, but that is only a 
matter of faith.” 

These statements ought to settle the question, but 
of courses the Catholie journals will go on printing 
the lie that Goneral Sherman lived and died & Roman 
Catholic and in the full communion of the Catholic 
church. It is a way that disreputable organization 
has of making history. : 


A Bradlaugh Memorial. 

Following the example of American Freethinkers, 
who hav built & Paina Memorial Hall, our English 
brethren propose to raise a Freethought Hall and 
Institute in memory of Charles Bradlaugh, “ whose 
name will thus be continuously associated with the 
spread and maintenance of those principles which 
were the inspiration of his life. The building of 
such an institution will say the committee, afford 
the thousands of Freethinkers who sre mourning the 
loss of their great leader, an opportunity to express 
their feelings of admiration, gratitude, and affection 
toward him. 

The Hall when erected will hav to be held by trus- 
tees, personally, for the owners, as English law does 
not allow Infidels to hold property in the name of a 
society. This injustice was one which Mr. Brad- 
laugh intended to right, had he lived. But the funds 
can be held by the National Secular Sosiety, or by 
the appointed treasurer on its behalf, until the proj- 


— — —— 
In the Golden State. 

A bill passed by the California senate provides 
that any person who for valuable consideration or 
promis of reward undertakes to prediet to another 
the future, or reveal the past by means of cards, 
communications from the dead, examination of any 
part of the person of the dead or living, looking at 
the stars or heavens, or representations thereof, 
planets or other bodies, heavenly or otherwise, or by. 
any means not natural, or who prints or causes to 
be printed, or exhibits any sign or symbol intended 
to induce others to hav their fortunes told, or the 
past revesled or future predicted, is guilty of a mis- 
demeanor.” 

What do the Oalifornia senators want—to hav 
their fortunes told for nothing ! 

"We suggest thai they now exact that any person 
who makes two bites of a cherry, or pays more than 
a bit for a drink, shall be hanged until he is dead 
and msy God hav mercy on his soul. 

There's nothing like protecting the dear people. 
—— . ——————— 


Editorial Notes. 


SEATTLE, Wash., sends a petition against closing the 
World's Fair on Sundays just fourteen feet long. It is signed 
by business men who evidently know their business. 


“To amend rections 1.260 and 2,067, code of Washington. to pro- 
hibit the keeping open of certain Places of business, aud prohibit. 
ing certain acts to be dons on the first day of the week, commonly 
called Sunday; and to exempt incorporations acd cities from the 
operation thereof. ; 

“Boa it enaoted by the legislature as follows: No person shall 
keep open any playhouse or theater, race ground, cockpit, or play 
at any game of chance for gain, or engage in any noisy amuse. 
ments. or keep open any drinking or billiard saloon, or sell or die- 
pose of any intoxicating beverage on the first day of the week, 
commonly called Sunday. Provided, that this section nhall not 
apply to nor be enforced in any city now incorporated or which 
may hereafter became incorporated under the laws of the atate of 
Wasbington. 

„That section 2087 of the code of the state of Washington be 
and the same is hereby amended &o ag to read aa follows : It shall 
be unlawful for any person or persons of this territory (state) to 
open on Sanday for the purpose of trade or sale of gooda or mer- 
chandise, shop, store, or building, or place of business whatever. 
Provided, that this chapter shall not apply to hotels only in 80 far 
as the sale of intoxicating liqnors is concerned, and shall not 
apply to d'ug stores, livery stables, or undertakers Provided 
further. that this section shall not apply to, or be enforced in any 
city not incorporated in the state of Washington." 


The ministers of the state are circulating petitions against 
the amendments and preaching against the wicked senator. 
What the chances are for the adoption of the amend- 
ments, which practically repeal the law, we do not know. 
Probably Mr. Reynolds will soon be heard from on the gub. 
ject. 


Taz Sacramento Bee prints the following incident occur- 
ring during the Sunday law discussion before a legislativ 
committee of that state. The Rev. Mr. Taompson is the 
Sabbath Union representativ. At the hearing Judge Car- 
penter questioned the constitutionality of a law that allows 
privileges to some that it denies to others. Thais remark 
stirred up the Reverend Thompson, who, in a sneering and 
insulling manner, retorted that he was amazed at the dense 
ignorance of a man who was called judge,” and who 
should raise such a question. Now, the veteran lawyer is 
anything but ignorant, and he isa bad man to trifle with, 
as Thompson subsequently discovered to his discomfiture. 
While the judge was leaving the capitol with some friends 
at the close of the committee meeting, Thompson, to Car- 
penter's amazement, approached, in a fresh aud familiar 
way, and began to talk, at the same time taking the senator 
by the arm. The tall form of the old soldier was erect ina 
moment, and shaking Off the preacher he turned upon him 
the withering power of his sarcasm. ‘‘IfI were Jesus Christ 
and made a man a Christian,” he exclaimed, ** "d make him 
a gentleman first, or I'd kill him!” Thompson’s “cheek " 
came quickly to his rescue, and he asked to know what he 
had said that could be objected to. He got the information, 
and in a way that he will probably not forget. You talked 
like a blackguard, sir,” replied the senator, ‘‘ and you ought 
to control that foul mouth of yours! You not only de- 
nounced the judges as ignorant, but the juries of the coun- 
try as low and brutal." Thompson had enough, and 88 soon 
as he could, parted company and went his way. 


By s vote of sixty to thirty-four the lower house of the 
Kansas legislature passed the following bill: Section 1. 
That women twenty-one years old and possessing the other 
necessary qualifications of voters shall be entitled to vote at 
all general, special, snd municipal elections in the state the 
same as men. Sec, 2. That women twenty-one years of age 
and possessing all the other necessary qualifications shall 
be allowed to be voted for and hold all state, county, mu. 
nicipal and township offices in the state.” The bill was re- 
jected by the senate, however. The Alliance legislators 
generally voted for it, and if that party ever captures both 
branches of the Kansas legislature the women of the state 
will get their rights. 


TRR Catholic Revicw thinks that “the treaty with Brazil 
recently made by Mr. Blaine, has a meaning for American 
Catholics which very few seem to understand. Commercial 
intercourse with Brazil means at nodistant day social and in- 
tellectual reciprocity which must influence both countries to 
some degree, but Brazil in particular. The prominent ideas 
in our religious, intellectual, and political life are certain to 
find favor in the new republic and to hav many supporters. 
They will work their way into the life of the Catholic nation, 
as some of them hav already done; and free divorce, god- 
less schools, Atheistic legislation of all kinds, will become 
noted in Brazil. The one good thing in the United States 
which might influence the Brazilians for gocd these poor 
people will never hear of, the Catholic body. That body has 
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Letters from Mriends. 


Cxr0aGo, ILL., Feb. 14, 1891. 
Mz. Epitor: The Liberty and Literature“ is a very 
dainty specimen of press-work, etc., and the Whitman part 
is excellent. Very truiy, F. M. Morris. 


Rupp, Wasu., Feb. 10, k m. 291. 
Mr. Eprron: I received the picture book all right and am 
highly pleased with it. It is at present making the rounds 
amongst my pious neighbors on a missionary expedition, 
which I hope may result in some converts to Liberalism and 
one or two new subscribers to Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
Respectfully ycurs, RioBARD HOESIGER. 


Gorpxs, Ia., Feb. 22, 1891. 

MR. Epitor: I inclose you $8 25 for renewal to your 
most excellent paper and for the ANNUAL. 

Right you are on the field secretary business, and I hope 
your advice will be acted upon. "There is a spirit of dogma- 
tism manifested on tho part of some Freethinkers which ill 
accords with their professions of Liberalism. 

Yours, R. N. Howe. 


Sarzw, III., Feb. 11, 1891. 
MR. Epor: Inclosed is $5.75 for Tse TRUTH SEEKER, 
the Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text. Book “ in cloth, and the 
TRUTH SEKER ANNUAL for 1891. I am now in my fifty- 
fourth year, and there are no papers which giv me more 
solid comfort to read than the good old TRUTH SRERERR and 
that little noble and electric spark called the Ironclad Age. 
Respectfully, 8.8.8. 


CRHATHAM, N. Y.; Feb. 18, 1891. 
Ma. Eorrok: Inclosed you will find check for $5; send 
one of Heston’s picture books, cloth, $2 50, and an ALM4- 
NAO, twenty-five cents; pass the balance into the distribution 
fund. I think your remarks on the American Secular Union 
very timely and appropriate. The money would be best ex- 
pended watching lawmakers and defending citizens against 

Christian fanatics in the courts. T. R. Burrows. 


SugRMAN, Tex., Feb. 16, 1891. 
MR. Eprron: Here are fifty cents in stamps, for which 
send Tus Terora SEEKER for three months to George L 
Kolb. He never saw a Liberal paper, but he is bitterly op- 
posed to the church and the Bible, and there is no doubt but 
he will continue with you. I go to Dallas, Tex., to-day, and 
Liberals desiring to make arrangements with me for lectures 

can address me there. Dr. C. W. MoCormiox. 


Moraan, Tex., Feb. 13, 1891. 
Mz. Epiror: Your subscriber, Hirum Snodgrass, died 
Feb. 1, 1891. He died a strict Liberal; was conscious of 
the approach of death, but held his convictions to the last. 
He will be missed in this place. He was honest, sober, and 
Liberal; kind to his opponents, rarely giving offense to 
them. His wife is Christian and will not read Taz TRUTH 

SEEKER; discontinue it. W. L. BATEMAN. 


GLOVERSVILLE, N. L., Feb. 22, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: I am now able to giv you that which I think 
will giv the readers of your paper in this vicinity much 
pleasure. J. E. Remsburg will be here Thursday, March 5, 
1891, provided nothing interferes. ‘‘ False Claims” I think 
will be used for his subject. I look forward to success, and 
will giv you & detailed account after the lecture. 
I hav met a few who I think can be gathered in as sub- 
scriberB, say five or six of us. Hav you any club rates ? 
W. P. LockLIN. 


Riteway, N. Y., Feb. 28, 1891. 
Mr. Eprron: I am glad you hav brought the attention of 
the postmaster-general to the matter of allowing 80 obscene 
a book as the Bible to be transported in the mails, and that 
you press him for a decision in the last TRUTH SEEKER. I 
hope you will press in the same way for an answer as often 


as once in two weeks for some time yet, to call public atten- |. 


tion to tte matter. It is too much to expect that he will 
giv you a decision on the Jaw and merits of your inquiry, 
as that is not the way the Christians treat inquiry after 
truth. Gzo. L. PRATT. 


QREENSBURGH, PA., Feb. 8, 1891. 

Mz. EDITOR : Inclosed find my subscription and twenty- 
five cents for the ANNUAL. TRE TRUTA BEEKER is all OK 
yet. I wish I could only say as much for the American 
Secular Union. I think Mr. Westbrook would like it if we 
would all join the church. The secretary already has a very 
well-defined faith, and the president can quote scripture 
equal toa Talmage. He also says something about a cat in 
a meal-bag. Yes, I am very certain of it, and if the members 
of the Secular Union don’t be very careful they will get their 
clothes spoiled badly. Joun S. Byers. 


Union City, Mion., Feb. 16, 1891. 

Mz. Epiror: I am sure you will accept the congratula- 
tions and the loud huzzas of the TRUTRH BEEKER family for 
your open letter to Mr. Wanamaker. Never, though nearly 
sixty-seven years of age, hav I seen a more apt and oppor- 
tune action performed than that of sending the open letter 
and that nasty book to the postmaster-general for his action. 
We want nothing so much as pure Jiterature to purify such 
as were born nasty, and those that hav become nasty by Chris- 
tian association, as well as those that are made nasty in the 
nasty Sunday-schools where the nasty stories in that nasty 
bock are read to them by nasty teachers. The nastiness of 
that One book has polluted nearly all the literature in the 
land, and it is high time that this fountain of filth be ex- 
cluded from the mails. The issue is made, and the eyes of 


the world are anxiously waiting to see if there is to be any 


I hav been very sick for some time, but I did not send for 


discrimination made between the nastiness of Christians and | a sky-pilot, while my physician was summoned in his stead. 


non-Christians. Impartiality in the execution of all law, 
and justice in its administration, is all we ask and is the 
birthright of every citizen. J. GazrwriTS. 


MirwAUKEE, Wis., Feb. 21, 1891. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav been interested in the discussion of the 
Secular Union affairs, and was especially delighted with 
what our friend Jamieson said. He spoke my sentiments 
exactly. 

Our meetings here in our city flourish as usual, and seem 
to create a greater interest all thetime. Other meetings hav 
started up here, conducted upon a similar plan. Our pro. 
fessional men and others hav always taken an interest and 
hav spoken for us whenever they could. We hav both rad- 
ical and conservativ speakers, but that makes no difference 
as long as there is a discussion to follow the first speaker. 

Respectfully yours, A. B. SEVERANOZ. 


ConxcquzNzssis G. PA., Feb. 9, 1891. 
Mr. EprroR: Inclosed please find $5 to renew for two 
more years, as I think that is as long as I shall hav any 
earthly use for the paper, as my sight is getting very dim 
and I feel physically that the weight of years is slowly creep. 
ing upon me—though making my exit and shuffling off 
this mundare sphere givs me but little concern. And as re- 
gards this world, it will never be fit to liv in until all the su- 
perstitions are eradicated. from the face of this earth. The 
worst enemies of man in this world are stalking abroad in pur- 
ple and fine linen, faring sumptuously every day, and they 
are trying to feed the souls of a hungry multitude through 

an emptied sto mach. A. CUrBBERT. 


MARSBFIELD, Ore., Feb. 3, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed p!ease find $5 to pay for the cham- 
pion advocator of truth, justice, and liberty. We in our 
Struggles through life see 80 much of. the opposit of these 
three great principles, it i8 too great a solace to the mind to 
do without the reading of the many able articlesin your val- 


usble paper in defense of these principles and dealing blows. 


at the violators of them. I do not intend to do without the 
paper as long as I am possibly able to spare the money to 
pay for it—which is not always an easy matter, owing to the 
frequent violation of these principles by the powers that be. 


Wishing unbounded success to you and to the many brave. 


and wise contributors of the paper, I am, 


Very respectfully, W. A. GILMORE. 


Iowa Orrv, IX., Feb. 25, 1891. 

Mr. Epiror: In your issue of February 14'h,on page 
101, appears an article by J. H. Burnham, entitled, The 
American Secular Union,” the last column of which treats 
of political organization. I most heartily indorse his idea, 
and am of the opinion that we can accomplish more for the 
cause of Liberalism by calling a national convention in 
1892 and adopting a platform broad enough for R. G. Inger. 
soll to stand upon, than by any other method. In this way 
we should better advertise our cause and get it before the 


people. Let our lecturers in the field take up the question 


and every activ as well as dormant member go and vote for 
our candidate to test our strength, regardless of old party 
affiliations. Hoping that this may bring out more and better 
suggestions, I am for progress and reform, 


Yours truly, J. J. DIETZ 


Darras, Orr , Feb. 29, 1891. 

Mr. Epirok: Find inclosed $3 25 for next year’s subscrip- 
tion and for an AtMaNnao. This letter will reach you, as the 
incloged express money.order is of no value for a Jew 
postmaster. I lost several letters since holy Wanamaker 
had so many of his brother Jews installed as postmasters. 
If only a two.cent stamp is to be torn, a Jew is so smart as 
to know that fifty make a dollar. When I last year sent to 
you an order for subscription and Atmanao, I mentioned 
some Jew doings. I did not get several TRUTH SEEKER pa- 
pers, and a number afterward were a long time delayed. I 
had written to you that I would write more; you had that 
printed in the Letters from Friends,” so they had to punish 
me for it and then see what the next writing would be. 

In the last paper, February 14:h, I see W. L. Willis giv- 
ing to the Moralists his knowledge of spirits. Oacea medium 
came here. I went to seethe fun. We formed acircle by 
joining hands—but not round a table—and she, the medium, 
feigned to sleep, and spoke many things that were not so. 
One of my neighbors had often jerkings in nis hands, caused 
by nervousness and imagination; he would hav made nice 
rapping on a table. R. W. KizNTorr. 


Sr. Lovis, Mo, Feb 24, Kk Mu. 291. 
Mr. EpDrrok: It has been quite a while since I hav written 
a line or so to your valuable paper, so I will drop you a few 
lines to let the readers of Tug TRuTH BEEKER know that I 
hav not forgotten the grand old Trura BEEKER or the cause 


| of Liberalism. Notwithstanding my situation as a medical 


student and my severe application to my studies, I hav 
always found an opportunity to do something for the cause 
by helping to enlighten the minds of some of my youtbful 
associates whose innocent minds had become entangled in 
the meshes of religious superstition. I am proud to say that 
I hav succeeded in Liberalizing more than a half dozen to 
such an extent that they look upon the Bible as an obscene 
book filled with lies and stories of cold-blooded murders and 
shameful debaucheries. Two or three are avowed Atheists. 

I do delight to get a lot of Christians together and in an 
innocent manner hand them a Bible telling them that they 
should read it, and also tell them what portions of it they 
should read daily, praising their God with uplifted hands. 
It is effectual with a great many Protestants (Catholics claim 
not to believe the Protestant’s Bible). 


I hope that every Liberal will exert his latent energies for 
the advancement of Freethought in the year 1891. Support 
our Liberal publications if you can do no more, and you 
may feel assured that you hav done something for the cause 
of Universal Mental Liberty. Do not be afraid of being ealled 
an Atheist. Iam proud that I am one. 

Josera SHELHAM, PR. G. 


Norte BAITIMORE, O., Feb. 25, 1891. 
Mz. Epiror: About the American Secular Union much 
has been said and written of late. I desire to add my opin- 
ion with others in regard to the matter. I am inclined to 
think it was a mistake when the name of the society was 
changed. The main object of the society should be Auti- 
christian—to be real truth seekers, even should we be able 
to extend our investigations into a future state of existence. 
The Secular. part, the Nine Demands for separation of church 
and state, are minor and side issues—in fact almost a dead 
issue. The uniting of church and state is hardly possible at 
this day and age of the world. Our government is good, 
and will improve. The word progress is written on the 
wings of time. It is hardly possible that mankind will ret- 
rograde. I look upon the present society, controled by Dr. 
Westbrook, etc., as a mere side-show of one idea only. 
Let us form a society on a broader platform, as Liberals, 
truth seekers, or Antichristians, and do what we can to pre- 
vent any attempt to unite church and state. It is the opinion 
of the greatest and best men that this is the best government 
the sun ever shone upon, yet we find hundreds whining and 
complaining and finding fault because every man, woman, 
and child is not compelled to earn his daily bread by the 
constant sweat of his brow. And the man. that earns fair 
wages to.day and spends the same for strong drink to-night 
howls to-morrow for increase of wages, or that the sober, 
frugal, and industrious husbandman may be compelled to 
divide his store or ‘ capital” with him who has wasted his 
substance in riotous living. We ought tio be consistent. 
We ought to hav national, Btate, and local societies; and to 
do so there must be laborers in the vineyard. 
8. M. Bower. . 


HxanraNps, N. J., Feb. 18, 1891. 

Ma. Eprror: In as few lines as possible I wish to bring to 
the notice of brother Liberals the misfortune that has over- 
taken Capt. Wm. L. Johnson and family. Though poor, 
they are the stanchest supporters of Liberalism in this com- 
munity. Diphtheria and scarlet fever hav forsome time been 
on the rampage here, and it being in their family, they hav 
in consequence of their open rejection of Christianity been 
double sufferers. Notwithstanding the fact of their having 
the best medical aid available, death has robbed them of 
their brightest hope, in their youngest son, who, though 
young in years, was old in ideas and developed an interest 
in Freethought matters creditable to one double his years, 
showing clearly that no cobwebs of superstition ob:cured 
his view in what was best for his fellow. beings— truly an 
evidence that had he attained manhood the world would 
hav had another of those men (who, however, could not 
claim a harp and crown in heaven when life’s work was at 
an end) in which it could rejoice and feel that it was better 
for their having lived. Owing to the fact of their having 
to confine themselvs to the attention of one another without 
any neighborly assistance, they hav been unable for a long 
time to ply the vocation upon which their livelihood depends, 
and in consequence hav become somewhat financially em. 
barrassed. And the fact of Captain Johnson having always 
contributed largely and willingly in proportion to his means 
to every appeal put forth for the advancement and support 
of Liberalism and the Nine Demands, entitles him to more 
than a passing notice in his present troubles at the hands of 
us Liberals who wish to encourage Freethought and prove 
to our fellow-beings that a friend in need is the God in- 
deed.” And fer the furtherance of small fund to alleviate 
in some respect his present distress, I inclose $1. 

INFIDEL, 


Drs Mores, Ia., Jan. 30, 1891. 

Mz. Eprron: I send this obituary: Died, in Des Moines, 
a., Jan. 80, 1891, Prof. V. C. Taylor, aged seventy-four 
years. Professor Taylor was born in Barkhamstead, Conn., 
in the year 1817. At an early age he imbibed a taste for 
music, and to this his life was devoted. Iu his own line he 
probably had no superior and but few equals. His pub- 
lished musical works are as follows: Sacred Minstrel,” in 
1846; The Lute, or Musical Director," in 1847; Choral 
Anthems,” in 1850; The Concordia,” in 1851; The 
Chime," in 1854; '' The Celestina," in 1856. In addition to 
these he wrote two operas, ‘‘ Elizabeth” and Joseph. 
I think Professor Taylor was a Freethinker, and one of the 
most outspoken men that ever lived. Yet he was always 
courteous, and ever had a sincere respect for the honest 
opinion of anyone, whatever that opinion mightbe. Though 
a Spiritualist and devoutly attached to that philosophy, he 
was tolerant and charitable toward those who differed from 
him. He was an admirer of THE TRUTH SEEKER and espe- 
cially of the cartoons. When the picture book was issued 
he bought four copies to loan and circulate among his 
friends and thus spread the gospel of Freethought. Victor 
C. Taylor was one of the most generous and benevolent of 
men, and no man had more friends and fewer enemies than 
he whose death we all mourn. The funeral took place in 
the Unitarian church, of which he was for many years the 
musical director, Rev. Miss Hultin pronounced an eloquent 
funeral sermon, after which the remains were carried to 
their eternal resting-place in the peaceful shades of Green- 
wood cemetery. The world is better and grander for the 
fact that this good man has lived in it, and though dead 
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he will liv forever in the hearts of those whose fortune it plant the seed of hatred in the garden, the brain of their : Bzrvzpxzs, Iur., Feb. 18, 1891. 
was to come in contact with his manly, tender, and noble | children, and in some cases it apparently would take the life | Mz. Eprrog: There is no question that has ever been asked 
soul. Farewell, dear friend, a long farewell. of the child to pluck it out, and the older some of them get | that has been attended with so much perplexity and been so 
FRANKLIN STEINER. | the worse it is to take away the superstitious beliefs—there | unsatisfactorily answered as the grave question of the truth 
would be nothing left but a pile of offal. Iam doing all I | of the existence of a supreme being. It seems to be a prob- 
can with my scanty means, and in this country cash is very | lem that can never be solved. Yet it is a question that is of 
scarce and the laboring masses hav found it out, and so has | the utmost importance to man. It is a question that mill- 
John J. Ingalls. They hav organized, and so must we, and | ions of people consider of the most serious nature—in truth, 
we need literature for distribution. a question that is paramount to and above every other ques- 
Iam tired of hearing so much about this field secretary | tion, for upon it, they think, hinges every other question 
business. There are some people so jealous they are afraid | that pertains to the ultimate welfare and happiness of man. 
that some one will get a little notoriety, that’s all. Stop | It is perfectly useless to discuss such questions as, Is there a 
it. Send out all that want to go, and giv all a chance. Send hel? where is it? what kind of a one is it? how long 
them out with plenty of cheap literature, and with books | Will it endure? who will go there? is there a future state 


and lecturing they can organize and make it pay. As I said of bliss for man? or in short, is there another life for man 
last season, let Heston get up a panorama, and a wayfaring | OT not? Every one of those questions most certainly hangs 


man, although a fool, could not help doing good for our | upon the first question, namely, does God exist? When our 
cause. Through our free school system people are getting | attention is called to the wonders of the universe and all of 
more intelligent, and they naturally see the light easily. But] the various phenomena of nature, such as the animal, vege- 
the ignorant Christian cannot see and the hypocrit dare not table, and mineral kingdoms of nature, the wondrous anat- 
acknowledge the light. As it is said, The light shineth in | my of man and the powers of his mind, we are asked, can 
darkness and the darkness comprehendeth it not.“ The | we look on all those things and not be struck with evidence 
Truth Seeker Company could afford to get up some pano- of a design, yes, evidence of an intellect and an intelligence 
ramas, and it would, in my opinion, pay well, as it would | in Planning that is infinitly supreme? If our feeble mind is 
talk if the man could not. He might know enough to dis- not able to grasp or able to reason out the matter from a 
tribute literature, sell books, get subscribers, and take up Darwinian or any evolutionary standpoint and we yield our 
collections enough to meet all expenses as well as pay all | èssent, and say in our heart: There is a God, for as we 
hands. As Robert G. Ingersoll says about the miracles, giv cannot look on a watch and its evident design and not be 
us a little one, a.very cheap one, just one, and we will be- convinced that it did not grow on a tree, but that there was 
lieve, and try our hand without any salary. I hav circulated | è designer and a maker to it, so we cannot look on the won- 
a few small dodgers that contained chapters and quotations, ders of nature and not be convinced but that there was also 
and I hav been told that it did more good than all the preach- | è designer and maker to it,” then when in our helplessness 
ers in the country. They are reading their Bible. Some of | V? ask, Who is this designer? what is this designer? where 
the most intelligent hav left the church, and at their last re. is this designer ?—then our difficulties and perplexities be- 
vival of three weeks, with two or three preachers, they did | Ein, for if in obedience to popular opinions we fly to the 
not get one convert, thank the Lord, amen, notwithstanding Bible for information and guidance, lo, we find ourselves in- 
that book of filth says a prophet is not without honor save volved in mystery and confusion, being logically convinced 
in his own land. I am a poor writer and a worse talker, but | that if there isa God he must be either somewhere, every- 
giv me a good panorama and leaflets and some one to help { Where. or nowhere; somebody, everybody, or nobody; 
organize, and Sam Jones's tabernacle must fall and all such | something, everything, or nothing. If we take the Bible as 
foul-mouthed sky-pilots will see themselvs as intelligent peo. | Hur Platform, we must hold that God is something, some- 
ple see them. Inclosed find circulars, and money for liter. body, and somewhere, and also that he is a person limited 
ature as named. I will send my subscription and others soon. | in Parts, power, and knowledge. It teaches us that he is 
Without Taz Truta Suzxer I would be in a world full of | limited in parts by describing him as making man in his own 


trouble and nobody but ordinary men, but with it Iam in image. It teaches us that he is limited in knowledge, by 
heaven with good men and women. H. B. V. V. | recounting his ignorance of the wickedness that was going 
2c . on in Sodom and Gomorrah, save through a vague report 


that had reached him, to be positiv of which he had to come 
down himself so as to ascertain the truth of the report. It 
teaches us that he is limited in power, by his inability to 
drive certain tribes of Philistines out of Palestine because 
they had chariots of iron. Now, if superstition has not 
quite crushed our reasoning powers, it becomes evident to 
us that a God limited in parts, power, and knowledge, con- 
fined to locality, and subject to the powers and laws of nat- 
ure, would not be a supreme being—in fact, would be no 
God at all. Finding it absolutely necessary, in order to 
make our God supreme, to abandon the literal reading of 
the Bible, we are compelled to maintain that he is every- 
where. Our Methodist brethren and almost all of the ortho- 
dox sects hav been compelled to see the necessity of this 
now, although they still maintain that he is a person and 
could show his back parts to Moses; yet when occasion 
requires they will stretch him out so large that he can 
easily contain the whole of the infinit immensity of space. 
But when we assent to the view that he is everywhere, we 
discover that we hav got into a worse predicament than ever, 
for it logically follows that if God is everywhere then he 
must be everything and consequently everybody, since two 
things cannot possess one place at the same time. Then the 
whole universe is God, all nature is God. If there is a hell, 
it certainly has a locality, and 2s every locality is in the cen- 
ter of space, it follows that hell isin God. This is appalling, 
and some might say blasphemy, but it is a logical deduction 
of reason if God is every where and hell exists. But if to es- 
cape such a horrible and ridiculous position we claim that 
hell is 8 myth and assert that God is everywhere and every- 
thing and everybody, then we hav become Pantheists, which 
is next door to Atheists, for it follows that if God is every- 
where, everything, and everybody, then God is simply 
another name for nature, and the astounding thought dawns 
on our mind that there is no God. This is a pretty predica- 
ment to get into just by yielding our assent at the first that 
there is a proof of a supreme mind as shown by the evidence 
of a design in the workings of nature. One way of escape 
from this predicament is to abandon reason altogether, shut 
our eyes, and blindly follow some one of the thousands of 
blind leaders of the blind who claim to know all about the 
facts of the case. Buta more reasonable way is to take the 
scientific stand that matter and force are eternal, uncreatable, 
aud indestructible; that there is no possibility of there ever 
having been a creator, and consequently there is none; but 
inasmuch as the power of the human mind is limited, since 
by no possibility can the finite grasp the infinit, it follows 
that there is no one capable of giving a just verdict for or 
against the question. But since, as has been shown, no 
matter what position a man may take in regard to a belief 
in God from a religious standpoint, if he reasons logically 
about it he will end in proving that there is none; and since, 
again, no matter what position a man may take from a 
scientific standpoint he will end if he reasons logically 
in proving the same thing—adding these two facts together, 


CoromsBus, O., Feb. 18, 1891. 

Mn. Eprroz: Inclosed please find $2.50 for the Pictorial 

Text-Book," as I must hav one to keep on the table 80 that 
'anyone that comes in may see what we are, and perhaps it 
may be the means of leading somebody into the glorious path 
of Freethought. I sent my other “ Pictorial Text-Book " to 
a a comrade in England fora Christmas present. I was afraid 
it would not get through the mails, but it did. I hav since 
heard from him. He says it is simply grand, and he will 
never be tired of looking at it. I also sent him some of my old 
TxaurHSExkzRS. He thinks it is a grand paper, but thinks 
most credit due Brother Heston for the pictures, and hopes 
he will be spared many years to help the glorious cause—to 
which I heartily say amen. 

I believe a Mr. Remsburg lectured here last Sunday after- 
noon and evening, and I am sorry to say I could not possibly 
be there, owing to my little girl being sick. It was very bad 

weather; it rained incessantly all the afternoon and evening, 
. 80 that I do not expect there were many out. I think it a 

pity in a large city like this that the Freethinkers cannot 
meet together once in awhile. If there are any that take 
Tae Teura Szexer and hav the time to spare, I would be 
only too glad for them to make a call on me. I am almost a 
stranger here, although I hav been here over two years. I 
never went to any of the churches, s0 you see I missed the 
great opportunity of making friends. My grandparents 
were strict Methodists. They said to me on leaving Eng- 
land, Whatever you do, join a church of some kind, as it 
will save you from a thousand ills.” I think the opposit my- 
self, especially if one were to follow the example of some of 
God's dear peopie. 

There hav been some letters on forming a secret organiza. 
tion. I think it a grand idea, as then there would be a bond 
between us drawing us closer together. 

Isee a brother in Kansas advocates joining the Farmers’ 
‘Alliance and Industrial Union. I think that a good thing. 
I intend joining the Citizens’ Alliance, for I believe that 

. Wherever you find a party pushing for genuin labor 

reforms there you find Freethinkers, and I believe we ought 
to go into them and do our level best to help them on, for if 
we want any obnoxious laws repealed it will be through the 
Labor party that we will get it done. If any brother sees 
this that attended the lectures of Brother Remsburg, will he 
kindly write to Tux TRUTH SEEKER and say what kind of 
meeting be had? My only regret is that I could not hear 
him myself, as I hav never heard Freethought spoken by any 
one. All that I know about the subject is what I hav read. 

'Truly yours, J. H. Ware. 


KRNT, O., Feb. 23, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: You are aware that a number of TRUTH 
SEEKERS are taken in our Secular Society here. I hand you 
a challenge by a Dr. Swarts, lecturing here. He edited 
the Mental Science Magazine, Chicago, but inclines toward 
our platform, and is to giv a lecture under the auspices of our 
society here. If it please you, we would like to see his 
challenge in Tur TRUTH Szzxer. If any reverends come to 

time we will post you. L. G. Rew. 


RoonzsrEB, N. Y., Feb. 25, 1891. 
Mr. Epnrrog: Dear sir, you may remember that I hav at 
intervals sent communications to your paper, but I shall 
never be able to send another. For twenty-five years my 
only daughter was in the habit of writing my letters, or 
. sometimes my husband would do it for me, but on the 18th 
of last August he was stricken with paralysis, losing the en- 
tire use of his left side. To add to my grief and trouble, 
my dear daughter died on the 10th of December. You may 
be sure that my cup of misery is full, for my husband is en- 
tirely helpless and will never be any better, though he may 
liv for months. It is impossible to form any idea as to the 
termination of such cases. My principal reason for writing 
to you is to urge you to call attention whenever and as often 
as you can to the great need which exists for mutual aid 
Societies among Infidels. For more than fifty years, with 
small means and limited opportunity, I hav been doing all I 
possibly could for the extension of Freethought, and for that 
purpose hav sent hundreds of Liberal papers all over the 
country, and now when for days I see only my afflicted hus- 
band, my son, and the woman who assists me, I am forcibly 
reminded of the great need which exists for human sympa- 
thy, and think how very much worse it would be if, like 
some Of our unfortunate brothers and sisters, we had not the 
means of helping ourselvs. The man who works ten hours 
a day year after year, no matter how industrious or econom- 
ical he may be, cannot always save sufficient to support him. 
self in case of sickness or misfortune, and an Infidel has less 
chance than men generally. He has no preacher or priest to 
recommend him if he gets out of a job, and as a rule he 
stands almost alone, with little that is hopeful to look for- 
ward too. When Edwin Forrest died he remembered the 
unfortunates of his own profession, but our rich Infidels 
seem to pay no attention to the unfortunates who hold simi- 
lar opinions to themselvs, and when they die their wives get 
all the properties, to be spent in the follies of fashion or the 
furtherance of superstition. No poor Infidels are ever men. 
_ tioned in their wills. Sometimes we are told of the Girard 
College, the Lick Observatory, and so forth, but if half that 
money had been spent in building plain, comfortable homes 
-for Infidels who suffer through old age, sickness, misfortune, 
or on account of their unpopular opinions, it would hav 
been of more bentfit to a great number of worthy individ- 
uals, and to the world at large, for there would not be so 
many men and women afraid of speaking their honest 
thoughts when they saw they were appreciated and not 


AN OPEN LETTER TO REV. ME. RIDDLE, PASTOR OF THE OON- 
GREGATIONAL OHUROH, KENT, O. 


Reo. Mr. Riddle, Sir: As I came out of the post-office Bat- 
urday, you, Hon. Marvin Kent, and Rev. Mr. Richards stood 
in close conversation, your back toward me. As I passed 
you remarked, ** The whole country is full of cranks,” and 
turning you pointed toward me, remarking, ‘‘And there goes 
one of them.” I replied, ‘‘A crank turns the machinery all 
the same.” To this you said, ** You don't use the right oil.” 

Regarding your first remark as slangy and inciting provo- 
cation, I passed on, reasoning to myself as follows: “I am 
as conscientious as he, I hav pursued my work here as my 
sense of duty has led, and ‘ with malice toward uone, and 
charity for all,’ I will still pursue it. I hav wronged no 
man, I pay my way with three dollars out to one in, I use 
neither wine, tobacco, or any harmful thing. I am under 
the American eagle and a Constitution of liberty in religion. 
I was led, a few years ago, by better views out of the min- 
istry, renounced the dogmas, errors, and religious bigotry of 
failing orthodoxy. I am teaching truth, am opening eyes 
blinded by ignorance and religious error, and for this my 
duty toward multitudes of honest souls inquiring after 
better hopes than they get in the superstitions and husks of 
creeds, does my calm judgment tell me I must endure taunts, 
derision, wrongs, slights, and slang from the foam of inci- 
vility ?” I may be a crank or what you mean by an igno- 
rant person, and I neither do nor will use the oil " of the- 
ology, but I prefer to allow an honest community to hear 
and judge as to the crank, and the oil. I now invite you, or 
any other orthodox minister, to a public discussion of any 
one, or all, of the following claims of your theology. The 
debate may be in Kent’s Hall or the Opera House, and I will 
relieve you of all expenses. You may choose one or more 
judges, I an equal number, and they an additional one. If 
you do not accept the public discussion, will you choose a 
Kent, Cleveland, or an Akron newspaper and discuss the 
doctrina in it, you taking the lead, or else the defense? No 
personal flings need be used. 


Orthodoxy teaches eternal punishment, also that heaven and 
hell are literal, fixed places, and that the dead go to these places. 
You may affirm, I will deny. j er 

You may affirm that God and Satan mean literal personalities, 
aud that they hav been seen, and will be seen as visible forms in 
eternity. I will deny. b 8 k X 

You may affirm the inspiration of the Bible, or that it was dio- 
tated or written by anyone except men. I willdeny, Still, I esteem 
the Bible for what it 18, not for what priests say itis. You may 
affirm six days for creation; that God made the first human pair 
as Moses claimed, and that the fall of man had any reference to a 
personal devil, a literal garden, trees, or fruit. I will deny it all, 
arguing evolution and science only. E 

You may affirm the reeurreotion of the body, and that immortal. 
ity means the meeting or reunion of visible forms after death. I 
wil deny both, claiming that immortality is spiritual and not 


always to be ostracised. Rors BAETTELL. it i 
i aport of our opposing claims, we may make free use of | the mathematical conclusion is that there is no God. But, 
Feb. 25. 1891 gcripture, as well as reason, common sense, eto. as has been said, there being a limit to the powers of the 
„ 4 If you accept, be so kind as to inform me at once which | human brain, the modest philosopher is compelled to take 


the Agnostic’s stand, that the assertion that there is no God 
cannot be absolutely proved. This is the position taken 
by your humble servant. Reparr SWAIL. 


Mn. Eprrog: I am not dead, and do not want to die until 
I convert some more of my heathen neighbors. I call them 
heathens, as they represent that heathen’s belief, Believe or 
be damned. And they teach it to their children. They 


subjects you choose, not delaying for the next issue of Kent 
papers. Time necessary for our preliminaries is passing. 
For truth’s sake I hope you will accept. 

Very respectfully, A. J. Swarts, Ph.D., Scientist. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Hidited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
Hiver, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should bs sent. 


“Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That ig known a2 the Children's Hour." 


A Sewing Song. 


T hav a littie servant 
With & single eye; 
Bhe always does my bidding 
Very fa thfully : 
But she eats me no meat, 
And she drinks me no drink . 
A very clever servant, as you well may think. 


Another little servant 
On my finger sits; i 
She's the one-eyed little servant 
Very nearly fits; 
But she eats me no meat, 
And she drinks me no drink, 
A very clever servant, as you well may think. 


Now; one more little gervant, 
Through the single eye, 
Does both the others’ bidding 
Very faithfully ; 
Bnt she cats me no meat, 
And she drinks me no drink, 
A very ole rer servant, as you may well think. 


A needle and a thimble, 
And a spool of thread, 
Without the fingerg nimble, 
And the knowing head, 
They would never make out,“ 
If they tried the whole day 
To gow 2 square of patchwork, as you well may Bay. 
—8St. Nicholas, 


Progressiv Good. 


DER CHILDREN: After reading about the 
Sunday Club, Uncle Jack is about to submit 
a creation of his also. Let it be called Pro- 
gressiv Good, till something better is offered. 
Let each and every boy and girl do some 
kind act to father, mother, brother, sister, 
or friends, something new, something to 
surprise and make them happier—do it 
without apparent effort; do not hint or men. 
tion about it, or make any reference, but be 
as sly as a fox. Do not state you are too 
young to do anything, but be sure to do 
something—a kind word—offer to help 
another—be well behaved, carefully ad- 
dress and reply; divide with your mate your 
apple or sweetmeat; defend the weak and 
rebuke the overbearing. Now comes some- 
thing harder—tell the truth under any and 
all circumstances; confess wrong you hav 
done; still harder, hold your temper, forgiv 
a penitent, rebuke an insult without a blow, 
do it by silence or reason; do not wound 
another by harsh jokes or cutting words. 
Now, let us rate these as I hav written them, 
third, second, and first class, commencing at 
the simplest first. Hvery member of the 
Progressiv Good will, upon performance, put 
down the act, and what it consisted of, how 
performed &nd to whom, upon paper, but no 
names are signed or mentioned, only mother 
and father, etc. Acts may be stated thus: 
Arose promptly on the first call this morning, 
February 3d; helped brother fix his kite; 
went quickly on an errand, and returned 
prompily; gave half my apple to my mate; 
spoke no unkind word to-day, April 10th. 
Auy number from six to twenty, or more, 
may be in the band. 

The price of membership admittance will be 
the correct repeating of the form of affirma- 
tion; this, if you heed it, will inspire you to 
truthfulnezs. Be parliamentary. Hav your 
president, secretary, and collector, and they 
can be changed about among you, being hon- 
orary. They may be pleasantly conferred, 
with interesting preliminaries. The slips are 
gathered, classified, and reported, by their 
class and numbers, and totals, etc., and you 
will meet to classify and gradethe acts. You 
may also sing, declaim, and hav arguments 
on the degrees of self-denial and forbearance 
required to perform truthfully any of the 
paris tested. The finest part of the enjoy- 
ment is in concealing each and every identity 

eet: under no consideration betray 
one anuther, or try to find who did this or 
that; claim nothing, nor admit nothing; by 
so doing you shut out selfishness and mutu. 
ally share the feast. 

In summing up reports, it may be thus (I 
omit headings and preliminaries) : 


Deeds of third class 60 
Deeds of second class... 30 
Deeds of first class... . . . . 10 
ots. oc 100 
Argument..... (€ 
uestion, ete.. 


m 
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Nothing is to be said about bad deeds; 
they die out wherever we plant and cultivate 
the good. And now, dear young truth 
seekers, awake and start; and I feel sure 
| that the Editor will gladly insert your reports 
in the Corner. 

Let us make a record in the Corner, one 
that will sparkle with truth for the grandest 
cause Mankind has ever aspired to. Do not 
dispense with the third.class deeds; they are 
hard enough to commence on. 

UNCLE Jack. 

Dallas, Tew., Feb. 2, 1891. 

[Certainly.—E». C. C.] 

— — . —-—— 
Correspondence. 


CALDWELL, IDA., Feb. 15, 1891. 


you not urge it upon your numerous corre- 
spondents to send in their mites, be they ever 
80 little? The Christians are doing compara- 
tivly nothing for the drouth-stricken country, 
80 it is left for Freethinkers to save them. 


It is estimated that at least six or eight hun- 


Miss Susan Wixon, Dear Friend: This is 


my first attempt to venture within the bounds 
of your acquaintance. Iam from away out 
West” in Idaho, the gem of the mount- 
ains,” and will say, all that is necessary to 
complete the gem“ would be a few ** pearls 
of great price,” such as yourself, Mrs. 
Krekel, and others. As this letter is intended 
for an introduction, I will make it such by 
telling you that I am a resident of Caldwell, 
a thriving little town of some six hundred 
inhabitants. It boasts of three churches. 
That sentence speaks for itself, for of course 
the church rules. Still, there is some hope 
that light will yet penetrate our midst, as 
the church only manages to drag along at a 
“ shaky old gait" by the aid of those who 
enjoy church soup and godliness. 

I imagin you are pretty well acquainted 
with me, so I will close in the hope that this 
letter will at least not receive a hearty wel- 
come to the waste basket. Iam, 

Yours for liberty, LILLIAN POTTER. 


[Welcome to the Corner, Lillian.—Ep. C. 
C.] : 
WOooDLAND, Wasu., Feb. 91891. 
Drar Miss Wixon: This is my third letter 
to the Children's Corner. I am fourteen 
years old to-day. I weigh one hundred and 
thirty-four pounds and am five feet five and 


| year and a half older than I am, and I am 
half a head taller than he is. We will soon 
| leave Wocdland for a small place named Nis- 
i qually City, near Tacoma, Wash., where we 
hav some lots. We wil leave our farm 


where we hav resided ten years. Our farm 
lof one hundred and twenty'scres is on a hill 
overlooking the beautiful Columbia river; 
we can see St. Helena and Columbia City, 
two small places on the Oregon side of the 
river. We hav had a very nice winter, only 
having about half an inch of snow, and hav 
not had any frost to speak of but plenty of 
mud. The March flowers are all in bloom. 
i I hav not been to school since last June, but 
il intend to start to school as soon after we 


hav moved as I can. There are more chil- 


and truth seekers success, I remain, 
Your truth-seeking friend, 
ANNIE BALLHORN. 
CAMKRON, Mo., Feb. 12, 1891. 

Dear Miss WixoN: Please excuse tbe lib- 
erty I hav taken in writing to you. AsIhav 
never written a letier to the Children’s Cor- 
ner, I now take the opportunity of writing 
you a few lines. Father is about the only 
one that takes TRE TRUTRH SEEKER in this 
part of the country, though there is a great 
number of Freethinkers here. I would like 
it if we could hav a Liberal organization here 
of some kind. I cannot go to church and 
listen to a two hours’ sermon when it is so 
near dinner time when the parson gets up. 

I hav been expecting to see an account of 
the death of one of the oldest Freethinkers 
that ever lived in this part of the country. 
He died last month in his eightieth year, and 
he died without fear of the hereafter. He 
left a large family of Infidels,” as the good 
Christians call them, who continue taking 
Tur TRUTH BERKER. Well, as this is getting 
to be a long letter, I will hav to tell the ob- 
ject of my writing. I am now going to 
school at Cameron, and the professor told us, 
about two weeks ago, that he wanted us to 
find out James Russell Lowell’s address. I 
hav asked two daily papers for the same and 
I hav noi yet received an answer, and as you 
are always doing good work for the young 
folks, I hope you can giv some info: mation 
about this great literary man. 

Yours truly, Harry C. LivgNGOOD. 


[The address of James Russell Lowell is 
Deerfoot Farm, Southbridge, Mass.—Ep. C. 
C.] 

Kenr, IA., Feb. 18, 1891. 

Mies Susan H. Wixon: I hav been a reader 
of IAR TRUTH SxRRKxR for some time, and I 
must earnestly and sincerely say that you are 
editing one of the best children's pages that 
Lever saw. Oh, how I wish you may hav a 
long life, and that you may continue the 
good work of conducting the Children's Cor. 
nerasnow. Miss Wixon, the principal object 
of this short letter is to bring about a feel- 
iog of sympathy for those destitute people in 


the West. Now, could you set forth a plan 


„by which there could be some means col. 


lected for the poor starving in and about the 


vicinity of southwest Nebraska? Could 


j one-half inches high. I am very large for 
‘my age. Ihav a brother Henry who is one 


dren writing to the Corner than formeily. I 
will hav to stop or my letter will go to that 
awful waste basket. Wishing all the Liberals 


dred thousand dollars wiil hav to be raised 
for them between now and the time they can 
raise crops again. Now, please take this 
matter in hand and urge it strongly. A few 
of us made up $10 and sent it to them and 
got a receipt for the same. I come to you, 
dear Miss Wixon, for I know you hav so 
much influence. Please talk it to your nu. 
merous children to whom you send weekly 
communications. 
Now, please insert this if you think proper, 
and perhaps you will hear from me again. 
Gro. W. Kemm. 


[We thank our friend for his kind wishes, 
and we will print in the Corner any plan he 
may formulate whereby aid can be extended 
to the sufferers in Nebraska, with whom we 
deeply sympathize.— Ep. C. C] 


BAK ROT. S. D., Feb. 8, 1891 

Miss WIXON: As our niece, who is also our 
adopted daughter, is writing to the Corner, I 
will add a few words to the children. Most 
of them, no doubt, hardly know how to ap- 
pese the privileges they enjoy of having 

iberal parents and being taught useful 
things instead of the old legends and ghost 
stories some of their parents were taught as 
truth. My own experience may not be unin- 
teresting to them by way of contrast to their 
own lives. 


I was brought up in the strictest orthodox 


way, and my childhood’s days were dark. 
ened by such stories as the bears eating the 
children for laughing at the peculiar appear- 
ance of an old gentleman. But the story 
that made most impression on my mind was 
that of that lake of fire and brimstone” 
where the worm dieth not." Of course I 
could but believe that this was all true, but it 
was terrible to think that it was true. Al- 
though I was taught how to avoid the place, 
the remedy seemed to me to be worse thau 
the disease. 

But when the war of the Rebellion broke 
out I thought I saw my way out. We of the 
North were very sure the Lord was on our 
side. For why shouldn't we think so? 
Weren't we told so every Sabbath day” by 
the minister, and on other days by everybody 
else? So I reasoned, if this was God's war, 
and if I should giv him a lift by fighting the 
South for bim, he could not in honor send 
me to that lake of burning brimstone if I 
should be killed in battle, or if I should be 
so fortunate as to get through alive I could 
join the church and be saved anyway. But 
I found when I went there that the South 
were just as Certain that God was on their 
side, and with as good reason. So the true 
light of reason gradually dawned on my 
mind, and a glorious light it is. May the 
time come when all children will be permit. 
ted to walk in its light. Your friend, 

` C. STRATTON. 
Oax MILLS, Kan., Jan. 30. K M 291. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon, Kind Friend: The 
last Corner was. a very interesting one; in 
fact, I believe that department of TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER improves every week. 

The poem by Mr. Homer A. Billings was 
read with much pleasure indeed. It is very 
interesting and contains some timely sug- 
gestions to parents who delight in stuffing the 
minds of their children with the dogmas of 
theology and the absurd stories of the Bible. 

Mr. Conley has given us a graphic descrip- 
tion of that cunning little animal, the coyota 
or prairie wolf, and I believe the readers of the 
Corner would be pleased to hear from him 
again. 

There was Only one thing lacking in the 
Corner, and that was an article from your pen. 
I hope to see one in the next. I know the 
young folks appreciate your writings. I do 
for one, and in saying this I believe I voice 
the sentiments of every young Freethinker 
who has had the opportunity of reading the 
produetions of your pen. 

Bince I last wrote to you, that grim-visaged 
monster Death has taken from the grand army 
of Freethought à brave and tireless veteran. 
I refer to the lamented Mr. J. P. Mendum, 
whose death recently occurred at his home 
near Boston. In his death the Freethought 
cause has sustained a great loss. Peace to 
his memory! 

I am attending school at present. Our 
teacher, Miss Mayfield, is a lady of more 
than ordinary intellectual ability, and you 
will not be surprised when I inform you 
that she is a Freethinker, for you know 
that when a woman possesses such reasoning 
power as Miss Mayfield really does she is 
sure to throw aside the dogmatic doctrin of 
theology, and step proudly out in the sunlight 
of truth and Universal Mental Liberty. 

I hav just heard the news concerning the 
senatorial contest in this state, and I am 
somewhat disappointed at the result. My 
favorit candidate, Hon. John J. Ingalls, was 
defeated by Judge W. A. Peffer. Judge 
Peffer is, undoubtedly, an able man, but he 
will not distinguish himself in the United 
States Senate, as Ingalls did. The Ateh- 
inson Globe says: The defeat of Mr. In- 
galls is one of the marvelous things of the 
present time; that such a man should be de- 
feated will prove a discouragement to men 
engaged in politics that they will not soon 
recover from. . . . He is one of the famous 


men of the nation; it isa shame that his own 
atate did not appreciate him as he is appreci- 
ated elsewhere." The Globe is exactly right, 
and itis one of the papers in this state that 
has been faithful in its support of Ingalls, 
and it is one of the best papers in the state, 
too. 

My father has lately received a copy of Mrs. 
Freeman’s new publication, the Chicago Lib- 
eral, which I hav read, and I find it to be 
quite interesting. It is not a very large pa- 
per, but its letters, articles, editorials, etc., are 
of good quality. I wish it success. 

ust as I was getting ready to close this let- 
ter, Taz TRUTH Szexer came, but as I hav 
not had time to read it, I cannot giv my opin- 
ion of the Corner this time. Ihope you will 
push the project of a child’s paper. I sent 
you my idea of the project some time ago, 
but I was almost ashamed to send it, as it 
was written in such a hurry. Wishing you 
and the Cornerites à happy and prosperous 
New Year, I remain, 
Yours truly, Gao. J. Ramssure. 
SvaaR Run, PA., Feb. 18, 1891. 

Miss Susan Wixon: I think we young 
folks are getting very negligent in our writ- 
ing to the Children's Corner. So I will make 
another effort in the way of writing for the 
same. 

I take great pleasure in reading letters or 
short stories from the pen of George J. Rems- 
burg, Leonora and Anna Stockinger, and 
many others. 

We can by writing letters cultivate our 
minds and giv our opinions in regard to the 
belief we uphold. MEE 

When we first begin to write letters we 
can think of nothing to write, but as we con- 
tinue it becomes not only an easy but a pleas- 
ant pastime. 

I wonder how many of the children of the 
Corner hav read the Bible consecutivly. I 
must admit that I hav not. But I think that 
we had better all read it, and note down the 
good and the bad points, and then we shall be 
better qualified to argue with people on the 
subject. 

I hav read many Liberal books, but I think 
that I will place Helen H. Gardener's Men, 
Women, and Gods ” at the head of the list. 
Her arguments are unanswerable. Every- 
thing is written in a way that makes one un- 
derstand immediately that she is fully conver- 
sant with the subject dealt with. 

Last week, for the first time in my life, I 
was in court as a witness, on a suit brought 
by & Miss Leggett, of my acquaintance, 
against a railroad company. She received 
very severe injuries. I was subpenaed by 
her counsel, and my testimony was impor- 
tant, as I was a passenger on the train on the 
night the young lady was injured. I was 
rather disgusted, when sworn, to hear that 
jumble about answering to God on the 
great day.” I think it unnecessary. It is 
enough to affirm that your evidence is “the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth.” 

I hav a little incident to relate, which I 
think is very amusing, about a gentleman 
friend of my acquaintance. He was visiting 
at the residence of an uncle of mine, a Lib- 
eral. My uncle is a great admirer of the 
works of Thomas Paine. Several times he 
asked permission of his friend, who is a de- 
vout Christian, to read to him passages from 
Paine’s Age of Reason.“ His friend 
strongly insisted that he did not want to hear 
read any of the works of this silly and bl:s- 
phemous author. My uncle of course did not 
read it aloud then. The next day he was 
reading, and said to his friend, Mr. B——, 
I would like to read you some from thie 
book” His friend did not object, and he 
read for some time. He finally concluded, 
saying, Ob, that Beecher, what a wonderful 
man!” Oh, yes,” his friend said, ‘I know 
that writing must be from Beecher, as no 
other person can write like that.“ My uncle 
at last told him that he had been reading from 
Thomas Paine, at which Mr.. B—— was 
greatly surprised. 

We hav great fun at home play ing Bible 
Cards.” There are one hundred cards, and 
five questions on each card, each one bearing 
the name of some Bible character. We hav 
played with our Christian friends, but their 
memory someway always leaves them at this 
particular time. Is not this strange? We 
seem to keep ours, though, and answer many 
of the questions. 

I noticed in the. Lettera from Friends” in 
the paper a letter from a Mr. R. R. Jones, of 
East Randolph, N. Y. He stated that the 
Christians had been holding revival meetings 
at that place, and among the persons that 
joined the church was a very lovable young 
lady, and an artist of raremerit. Such is the 
case at Kinzua, a town some two miles dis- 
tant from here, and her cousin, Ida Green, 
and several other children, hav joined the 
church. 

If the weather had not been unfavorable, 
I should hav liked to go and witness these 
proceedings, as I thinlg they will fast de. 
crease when the truth is more widely scat- 
tered over the land. i 

Fearing my letter is getting too long for 
publication, I will close, with best wishes to 
the Children’s Corner. 

: Fanny B. Morrison. 


A Generous Child. 
* Ar:n'L. you going to divide your jum- 
ble with your little sister, Willie ?" 
„ Yem; I gave her the hole five min- 
utes ago.” ee a 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH i4, 1891. 


173 


NOW READY.--PRICE, $2 AND $2.50. 


ers Pictorial Text Boi 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION, 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE 
ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


eec Desiens bv Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 
CONTENTS: 
Uncle Sam and the Priests. The Church and Thomas Paine. The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross. 
„ The Ponte that Bother Unele Bam. Mot Thomae Paine. diea Pack medans. Its Evolution, 
omaniem with Hor Mak oa ot One Work by Paine Ouéweighs All the Preach- Their Poientitio Records Compared, Pakina Re flections Upon the 


The Mas» Off, 
“Submit to the Roman Pontiff as to God.” 


The Skeleton that Uncle Sam may Some Day 


find in his Closet. 
ew Laocoon. 


ers. 


: Why Paine Was Denounced. 


Paines Boryicos and His Reward from the 
»urch. . 
Once Upon a Time a Donkey Kicked a Lion. 


Two amples of Christianity’s 


ork. 


Romans of the Past and Present, 
Peruvians Before and Since the Conquest. 


Decline of the Papacy in Italy. 

The Old Tiger and His Whelps. 

The Ory of the Church, Don't Hurt Our 
Feelings." 


The Trail of the Serpent. Missionaries Shake, Old Man; We're on the Same Lay 


Studies in Naiural History. 


Some Undesirable Immigrants. 
ke Nrere Liberty Reigns the Tyrant Beck 
ere Liberty Reigns the Tyrant Seeks to 

Slay Her."—La Salle. 

The Outcome of Church and State Union. 

The God-in-the-Constitution Guerillas.—Lib- 
erty in Peril. . , 

Religiong Treason the Ruin of the Republic. 

A Transformation of the Bartholdi Statue 
which may be Expected under Religious 


ule. 
What Unele Sam Should Do. 


The Cherch Robbing the People. 


New York Oity’s Annual Gift to the Churches. 
The Taxpayers and the Chorshee E. 


Thanksgiving. 


Thankagiving—I. 
bs II. 
8 —III, 


Sabbath Laws. 


Sabbatarian Efforts in the National Senate. 
Sunday in a Sabbatarian City. 
The Olergy’s Opportunity. 
As the Olergy Desire Sunday—I. 
6 8. et 11 té —II 


“s 44 44 [D Iii 


A Question for Theological Ethnologists. 
ome Problems in Evolution. 

The Prototype of the Methodist Revival. 

Religion in Man and Instinct in the Brute. 


The Bible and Science. 


The Bible and Geology. 
The Bible and Geography. 


The Clergy and their Flocks. 


Shearing Time. 

The Clergy’s Hold Upon the People. 

One of a Very Numerous Class. 

The Physician and the Flock. 

Duty to the Clergy. 

At Conference Time, ] 

Work of a Methodist Conference in New York 


in 1876. 
The Burden of the Oross. 


The Theologian’s Conception of Clerical Priv- 


ileges. 
The Ark of the Lord. _ 
Bympathizing With their Pastor, 
One Triumphant Saint. 
Appearance and Fact. 
Ohaplains in the Army and Navy. 
A Desirable Bargain. 


Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 


Hypocrisy of Christian Missionary Bfort T. 


Ohristian Missionaries in India. 
Missionary Methods in the Church of England. 
A Poor Rule That Doesn’t Work Both Ways. 


The Lord's Instruments. 


Religious Rule. 


Bible Doctrines and their Results, 


Biblical Temperance Statements, J 
er 5 . rt Applied. . 
The Obristian Scheme from Genesis to the 
Synoptical Gospels, and the Practical Re- 


sults. 
The Anthority of the Footpad. 
The Wisdom of Solomon. 
The Law and the Gospel Not the Same. 
esuit of Faith at Findlay, Ohio. 
hich Statements Shall We Be Damned for 
Disbelieving ? ek 
Irresponsibility of COhristians—Whence they 
Obtain and Where they Put their Sins. 
Jesus Paid It All. 
A Candidate for Glory—An Old Sinner, but a 
New Saint. 
Some Tests for True Believers. 
Following Christ. 
An Earnest Christian. 


(Tammany ward worker t i in. 
isterial delegato), O Methodist min 


Persecutions by the Church, 


The Burning of Bruno, 

The Only Thing on Which the Sects Agree. 
An Unwelcome Pilgrimage. 

Wnen Christians Made the Laws. 
Superstition the Same in Ali Places and Ages. 
Banishment of Roger Williams. 

Oase of Dr. McGiynn—the Church True to Her 


ord. 
Casting Pesrls Before Swine. 
The Bigotry of Church and State. 


Some Allegories, 


The Genií who Preside Over the Road to 
The Three Grabes of Infidelit | 

A Olerical Move. 5 di 

The Trinity that Ruled the World in the Dark 


eB. 
mper the mone 2 i 
he Race ween America's Infidei Orator 
and England's Ohristian Statesman. 
The Enemy and the Friend of Liberty. 
Roman Catholic Pandora’s Box. 
A New Rendering of an Old Rhyme, 
An Error in Biblical Navigation. 
The World Still Moves. 


l ° s : A Trial of Faith. —— . 
The Children and the Church. A Religious Procession. The Faults in Christian Morality.—I. Heaven 
The Atonement Scheme it A LE MESS : 
Two Wavs to Go. d “s € “u “l " III On the Probation Plan.—Scene Outside of t 
Which Shall We Have? The Atonement Doctrine. . « „4 a « IV. Gates of the New Jerus me Ou ide of the 
A Teacher We Do Not Want. Practical Application of the Atonement. « os s n V. On the Probation Plan.—Scene Inside of the 
The Shadow in Our Schools. The Great Effisacy of Baptism. An Incident of a Snow-storm, January, 1889. Gares of the New Jerusalem. 


Another Incident of Another Snow-storm. Into Heaven via. Purgatory. 


How to Get a Halo and a Harp. 
On the Anxious Seat. 


A New Application of an Old Text. 
Divine Beneficence. 


The Reptiles in the Path. 


Recruiting 185 Z The Tabernacles of the Lord—I, 1 Different Stories of an Alleged Occurrence. Hell. 
Producte of the Parochial Schools. A Few Vistims of Divine Beneficence, The Chureh and Slavery. How Hort the Road to Salvation Plain. 


The Disguise Slips Off. 

A Web for the Unwary. 

'The Religious Trap. 

Sunday-School Scholars. 

The Joys of the Sunday-School Boy, 


The Ghost in the Methodist Churchyard. 


Priests in Politics. . 
The Colossus of New York 


The Amusement of the Saints in Heaven. 
A Olerical Surprise Party. 

The Theologians and Skeptics, 

The Devil’s Occupation Gone. 


Prayer. 
A Drouth in Cambridge, III., in 1887. 
Our Father in Heaven. 


The Creeds. The Political Caliban and the ReligiousRogues. 
Woman ana the Church. What Is Christianity h : Ireland and the Church. 3 , 
oman’s Path from Servitude to Freedom. u od 7 1 A Contribution to the Irish Question. 1 ne bemer—A Religious 


Be Panl se a Momber of the School 
. Paul as a Member of the Schoo . 
The Ohurch's Use for Woman. Boara 


The Futuity of Hitching Evolution to Ortho- 
Xy. 
The Evolution of a Sacrament. 


The Churches in Ireland. 


—III, 
The Clamor of the Oreeds. Ano Gospel of 86 0 12. eland. 


Sustaining the Oreeds. 


fisting Fus Oreode of the World „„ ees A Hint to Talmage, Sam J 

ishing. e Oreeds of the World. , in almage, Sam Jones, et al. 

Woman the Supporter of Preacher and Pope. Ohristianity's Holy Family. The Church's Idea of Civilization. The Women’s Ohristian Temperance Union's 
Helping the Oburch. Janus-faced Oreedalists. The Gallows One of Christian Civilization'g rusade. : 

The Church’s Chief Supvort. The Oreedalists and the Government—"'Our Adianots, : Tools of tne Clerical Trade, 

When Womanhood A wakes. God, Our Country, and an Appropriation.” What Rome Would Use to Civilize People. The Modern Balaam. 


AUTHORITIES QUOTED: 


President John Adams, Robert C. Adams, D'Aubigne's History of the Reformation, Athanasian Creed, Prof. H. G. Atkinson, Matthew Arnold, Lord Amberley, Account of 
the Irish Massacre, Cardinal Baronius, Cardinal Bellarmine, Byron, Senator Henry W. Blair, D. M. Bennett, H. W. Beecher, Burnett's History of My Own Times, Annie Besant, 
Buck's Theological Dictionary, Buckle’s History of Civilization, Brooks Adams’s Emancipation of Massachusetts, Governor Brownlow of Tennessee, J. M. Buckley, D.D., Charles 
Bradlaugh, Professor Buchner, Beauchamp, Prof. James Bryce, M.P., Edward Beecher, Bible Myths, A. Bierbower, M. Babcock, Council of Constance, Christian Statesman, Dr. 
Thomas Cooper, Rev. James Freeman Clarke, Dr. Carpenter, Christian Advocate, Catholic Review, Catholic World, Chiniguy’a Fifty Years in the Church of Rome, Rev. Moncure D. 
Conway, Thomas Carlyle, Presbyterian Confession of Faith, The Ohronicle of Perth, Jesus Christ, Congregational Creed, Prof. W. K. Clifford, Archbishop Corrigan, William Cobbett 
on the English Church, Catholic Union and Times, Chambers’s Cyclopedia, Cassius Clay, Prof. Theodore Dwight, Darwin, William Denton, Dana’s Manual of Geology, Prof. Van 
Buren Denslow, Durham’s Commentarie Upon the Book of Revelation, Dus History of Romanism, Diderot, Draper's Intellectual Development of Europe, Draper’s Conflict 
Between Religion and Science, Chauncey M. Depew, Edward Everett, Emmons's Volume of Sermons, Jonathan Edwards, Benjamin Franklin, San Francisco Freethought, Jas. Anthony 
Froude, Garibaldi, Guizot (French Historian), Gregory VII., President J. A. Garfield, President U. S. Grant, A. J. Grover, Boston Globe, Gamble, Helen H. Gardener, Matilda Joslyn 
Gage, Gibbon, Genesis, Rev. E. E. Guild, Gillespie’s Aaron's Rod Blossoming, Greg’s Creed of Christendom, Goethe, Cardinal Gibbons, Patrick Henry, Alvah Hovey, D.D., President 
Newton Theological Institution; D'Holbach, Victor Hugo, Dexter A. Hawkins, Ernst Haeckel, Hecker's Dancing Mania of tbe Middle Ages, Professor Huxley, Hutchinson's Exposi- 
tion of the Minor Prophets, Hobbes, Harper’s Weekly, Hallam's History of the Midd!e Ages, Ingersoll, President Thomas Jefferson, C. H. Jones, ed. Chris. Paper of Chicago; O. D. 
Jones in Am. Nonconformist, Kingsley's Natural History, Abner Kneeland, Lecky's Rationalism in Europe, Leo XIII. (Pope), Loyola, Lafayette, Henry Luttrell, Martin Luther, Locke, 
Macaulay, President Madison, President Monroe, Dean Milman, Milton, W. H. H. Murray, Dr. McGlynn, Hon. Stanley Matthews, of thg U. 8. Supreme Court, Manu, Cardinal 
Manning, Maine's Ancient Law, Arthur B. Moss, Massachusetts Records, Morell's History of Philosophy, Michelet, Moore, Missionary Herald, Mohammedan Emir to Bishop 
Crowther, John Stuart Mill, Wm. McDonnell's Heathens of the Heath, Mackenzie's History of the XIX Century, New Haven Colony Records, Neander, Church Historian ; Lord Neares. 
Nordau, Bishop O'Connor, Felix L. Oswald, Robert Dale Owen, Max O'Rell, People’s Cyclopedia, Pius IX. (Pope), Pius X. (Pope), Archbishop Paley, Parker Pillsbury, Bt. Paul, 
Thomas Paine, Plymouth Colony Records, Life of the Rev. Alexander Peden, Prescott (History), John Peck, Prof. Richard A. Proctor, Josiah Quincy, Edgar Quínet, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin), Robertson, John E. Remsburg, Report of New York Catholic Protectory, Rutherford's Religious Letters, Reade’s Martyrdom of Man, Report to House of Commons by 
Sheriff Allison of Glasgow, Renan, Archbishop Ryan, Robertson’s Survey of the State of Europe, E. A. Stevens, T. W. Smith (American Missionary), Dr. Schaff, Prof. Church History 
in Union Theological Seminary, New York; Herbert Spencer, Dr. Josiah Strong, Schopenhauer, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Shakspere, Charles Stephenson, Leslie Stephen, Elmina D. 
Blenker, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Strauss, A. C. Swinburne, Taz Trura BEzxznm, New York Tablet (Roman Catholic), J. P. Thompson, Truth Seeker Annual, New York Times, The 
New Englander, Taylor, Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, U. S. Senate Reports, U. S. Senate Sunday Bille, Upham's Salem Witchcraft, Voltaire, Volney, Gilbert Vale, Rev. Thomas Vincent, 
Cardinal Wiseman, President George Washington, Walt Whitman, J. M. “heeler, Archbishop Whately, Daniel Webster, Rev. John Wesley, Prof. Andrew D. White, Wishart’s 
Memoirs of the Marquis of Montrose, John Wilson, M.A., Elizur Wright, Lieutenant Wood, U. B. N., J. G. Whittier, E. C. Walker in Bible Temperance, Nathaniel Ramsay 


Waters, W. W. Walker. 
NEARLY 400 PAGES, 12 INCHES BY 9 INCHES, BOUND IN BOARDS, WITH ILLUMINATED COVER, $2; IN CLOTH, GOLD STAMP, $2.50. 


Sent by Mail on Receipt of Price by THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


174 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 14, 


1891. 


MATERIALISM AWD CRIME, 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 5 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 
French Revolution 


ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By W. S. BELL. 
Paper, 12mo, 25 cents. 


MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


IMMORTALITY oF Irs ELEMENTS. 


By A. S. de Pellegrini. 
Paper, - - 15 cents. 


PHILOSOPHY of SPIRITUALISM 
AND TREATMENT OF MEDIOMANIA. 
By F. R. ades M.D. 
50 cents. 


Cloth, . à 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 
By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, aud sarcastic definitions of theolog- 
ical terms. 
Price, 25 cents. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED, 


By REV. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
15 cents. 


PRO AND CON OF 
Supernatural Religion. 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, Miraculous 
Religion ? 


By E. E. Gurrp. 
Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


PYRAMID OF GIZEH. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Narra- 
tivein Genesis ard Exodus. 


By Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


QUESTION SETTLED. 
BIBLICAL and MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


By Moses Hutu. 
Price, 60 cents. 


Rational Communism, 


Tee Present AND Future REPUBLIO or 
NORTH AMERIOA. 


Advocates associate life and employment as a pre- 
vontive of vice, crime, poverty, etc. 


i By A OAPITALIST. 
Paper, 498pp., 50 cts.; clo., $1. 


Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. 
By A. C. LYALL. 
Prica, 10 cents, 


Fruits of Philosophy. 


POPULATION QUESTION. 


By Dr. Knowlton. Edited by Charles Bradlaugb 
and Annie Besant. 


25 cents. 
TRUTH. A Poem. By E. N. Kings- 
ley. 10 cents. 


POVERTY: Its Cause and Cure. 


How the Poor May Attain Comfort and Independ. 
ence. 


POM: G. H. 


Price, . 10 cents. 


Religion of Inhumanity. 


With a jode &t the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FREDERIO HARRISON. 
Price, 15 cents. 


RELIGION: 
The Gibraltar of the World, as Now Oonstituted. 
By George T. Bondies. 
With 
Exceptions to the Character of 
Christ us a Gentieman, 
By W. T. Purviance. 
25 Cents. 


————M——Ó ——— 
By JOHN H. REMSBURG. 
Bix Leotures. 
Decline of Faith. 
Protestant Intolerance. 
Washington an Unbeliever. 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. 
Paine and Wesley. 
Christian Sabbath. 
Lach, 5 centa; bound, pap., 25 cents; per doz., 40. 


SABBATH BREAKING. 
By JOHN E, REMSBURG. 
Price, 25 cents. 


St. Matthew Before the Court 


For THE CRIME or FORGERY. 
By BSECULARIST. 


Price, ACUMEN 10 centa. 
SEMITIC GODS AND THE 
BIBLE. 


Aneiudite Allah, Jehovah, Bat: H 
Jesus Onrist, Virgin Mary, Bib aly Ghost, 


By D. M. BENNETT. 
(From Vol. II. Gods and Religions.) 
833bp  paD., 60 c.; clo., $1. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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BIBLE—WHENCE AND WHAT? 
By R. B. Wesrproox, D.D., LL.D. 
Price, $1. 


Socialism and Utilitarianism, 


By Jonx STUART MILL. 
Price, $1. 


A Legaey to the Friends of Free Dis- 
cussion, 
By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 


Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral Phi- 
Janthropists, at Tammany Hall, New York. 


Price, $1. 


APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT. 


he Gospels, Epistles, etc., attributed to Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles, and not included 
in the New Testament. 


Price, - - - - 3 


$1. 

ASTRO-THEOLOGICAL LECTURES. 
By Rev. Rop’t TAYLOR. 

$1.50. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 


A Thorough Examination and Refutation of the 
Claims of the Sabbatarians. 


Price, 10 cents. 


RELIGION 0F COMMON SENSE. 


By Pnor. LIEBRECHT Uricn, of Germany. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 
With Replies 


Price, - 


A Historical and Critical Review. 
to an Objector. 
By GO W. Brown, M.D. 


Price, 15 cents. 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 
By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, 75 cents. 


AN EYE- -OPENER 


* Citateur, Par Pigault.“ 
Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. 


By ZEPA. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; 


Antiquity aud Duration of the World 
By G. TOULMAN. 
Pre - - - a 


ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP 
OF THE ANCIENTS. © 


By GILBERT VALE. 
Price, $ . . 


cloth, 75 cents. 


20 cents. 


20 cents. 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BHAGAVAD-GITA. 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna 
and Arjuna. 
Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. 


Price, $2. 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
Revelation. 


By Louis JACOLLIOT. 
Price, - - - - - 


$2. 
BIBLE IN THE BALANCE. 


A. Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rev. J. G. Fisx. 


Price, $1.50. 


BIBLE INGUTRER. 


148 Swiking Self. Contradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences, 


By A. JACOBSON. 
Prices - z 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na- 
tions of Antiquity ; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 
“Cyclopedia of Reference.” 

Many Illustrations. 


8vo, 600pp., prico, $2.50. 


BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 


Historical Exposition of the Devil and his 
Fiery Domains. 


By Kersey Graves. 
Price, 35 cents. 


23 cents. 


T'or all of the above books x is 
THE TRUTH SEEKE 
28 Lafayette Pl., Hiewlork. 


The Humbo:d: Libra of Science, 


In this series are well represented the writings of 
DARWIN, SPENCER, HUXLEY, TYNDALL, PROCTOR, 
CLIFFORD and other leaders of thought in our 
time, at 50 to 75 per cent. lower than usual prices. 

We have the Library bound in Complete Sets, ag 
follows: 

OLD STILE.-—In this style the volumes average 
649 pages 870» and are arranged thus: 


Vol. I. Nos. 1-12.( Vol. VI. Nos. 60-70. 
". II. * 13-24 "^ VII. 71-80. 
III. „ 25-36. „ VIII. * 81-91. 
" IV. „ 3748| '* IX. © 92-108, 
e V. ** 49-59. 8 X. ** 104-111. 


Cloth, plain edges, $2 vol. (Separately ov in sets.) 
Half seal, marb:e edges, $2.75 vol. (In sets only.) 


New BrvrLE.—Noe. 1 to 111 inclusive, are bound in 
18 vols., &veraging 492 pages each, 8vo, thus: 


Oloth, extra, red edges, $1. 75 per vol. = 7 per set. 

Half seal, plain edges, 2.25 

Half seal, marble edges, 2 50 s 22.50 

Hif Mor., marble edges, 2.75 kd 
In sets only. 


All of the following are octavo, cloth : 
WORKS BY PROFESSOR HUXLEY. 


Man's Place in Nature. Numerous ill.; & 
The Origin of Species. 2 books in 1 vol. 
ThePhysical Basis of Life & other Essays. 
Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. 
2 books in 1 vol. 
Animal Automati ism, and other Essays. 
Technical Education, and other Essays. 
2 books in 1 vol. « * 
WORKS BY OHARLES DARWIN. 


Origin of Species by Means of Natural 
Selection; or, the Preservation of 
Favored Races in the Struggle for Life. 
New edition from the latest Eng. edition, 

with additions and corrections., A 

Descent of Man, and Selection in Rela. 
tion to Jex With illustratione. New edi- 
tion revised and augiem ed. 

Formation of Vegetabl Moid Through ' 
the Action of Worm», with Observa- 
tions on their Habits, With illustrations. .75 


Charles Darwin: His lis Life and Work. 
By Grant Allen. . 26 


SELECT WORKS BY GR ANT ALLEN, 


The Evolutionist at Large ; 
Yiguettes from Natnre; and 
Force and Energy: A "Theory of Dy- 
namics. 3 books in 1 vol. 1.00 
WATER, ELECTRICITY, AND LIGHT. .BY 
PROFESSOR TYNDALL. 
Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, 
Ice and Glaciers, 19illustrations, | 
Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. 


% 


5 


Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated: 
3 books in 1 vol. . . + 100 
WORKS BY HERBERT SPENCER. 
The Data of Ethics. 60 
Education: Intellectual, Morel, and Phys- 


teal; and 
Progress: Its Law and Cause. With 


order Diequigitione. 2 books in 1 vol. 75 
* he Genesis of Science. : 
The Factors of Organic Evolntion. 
2 books in 1 vol. . 85 


SELECT WORKS OF RIOH ARD ds PROCTOR, 
F. R. A. S. 


Light Science for Leisure Hours. 
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
fereditary ‘traits, and other Essays. 
Miscellaneous Essays.. 

IIlusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 
Notes on Earthquakes, with 14 miscel- 


lansous Essays. 
6 books in 1 vol. . e 1.50 


SELECT WORKS OF WM. KINGDON OLIT- 
FORD, F.R.A.3. 
Seeing and Thinking. 
The Scientific Basis of Morals, and 
other Essave. 
Conditions of Mental Development, and 
other Essays. 
The Unseen Universe, and the Philoso- 
phy of the Pare Scieucer. 
Cosmic Emotion: Also the Teachings 
of Science. 
5 books in 1 vol. ; . . 1.25 
RELEOT WORKS OF ED W. CLODD. F.R A. S. 


The Childhood of Religion. 
The Birth and Growth of Myth, 
the Childhood of the world: 
9 books in 1 vol. . . . . 
SELECT WORKS OF TH. RIBOT, 
Translated from the French by J. Fitzgerald, M.A. 


The Diseases of Memory. 
the Diseases of the Will. 
The Diseases of Personality. 
3 books in 1 vol. 3 . 2 3 
THE MILKY WAY. 


+ 1.00 


1.00 


The Wonders of thé Heavens. 32 ius. 
By Camüle Fiammarion. 
The Romance of Astronomy. By R. 


Kaliey Miller, M A. 
The Sun; its Constitution,its Phenomena, 
its Condition. By Nathan T. [Marty LL.D- 
$ books in 1 vol. . . 
POLITICAL BOIENOE. 
Physics and Politics. An application 
of the principles of Natural Boience to 


Political Society. By Walter Bagehot, 
authorof *'The Eng. Constitution," and 


History of the Science of Polities. By 

Frederick Pollock. 2booksinivoi. . .% 
THE LAND QUESTION. 

The History of Landholding in Eng- 
Jand. By Joseph Fisher, F. R. H. S.; and 

IIistorical Sketch of the istribution 
of Land in England. By William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M. A. 2 books in 1 vol. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Mystery of Matter, and The Philos- 
opby of Ienorance ; and 
The ‘Essential Nature of Religion. By 
J. Allanano Picton, 2 books in 1 vol. 
Science and Crime; and 
Science and Poetry, with other Essays. 
By Andrew Wilson, F. R.8.E. 
2 books in 1 vol. $ "o 2 £i 
(Continued in next column. J 
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12 Tyndall's Belfast Inaugural, and Portrait. 


HUMBOLDT LIBRARY (Continued). 
Current Discussions in Science; and 
Scientific Aspect of Some Familiar 

Things. By W. M. Williams, F. C. S. 

2 books in 1 vol. 

The Black Death. An Account of the 
Great Pestilence of the 14th Century; and 

The P Dancing Mania of the Midd!e Ages. 

J. F. C. Hecker. M. D. 2 books in 1 vol. 

The ‘Natur alist on the River Amazon, 
A Record of Adventures, Habits of 
Animals. Sketches of Brazilian and Indian 
Life and Aspects of Nature Under the 
Equator, during Eleven Years of Travel, 
by Henry Walter Bates. F. L. S., Assis. Bec, 
to. the. dal Geographical Society of ae 

The Rise and Early Constitution of Uni- 
versities, with a Survey of Medieval 
Education. By B. 8. Laurie, L L.D., 
vrofessor of the Institutes and History 1 
Education in the University of 1 Worid 

The Religions of the Ancient World 
including Egypt, Assyria and Babylonia, 
Persia, India, Phoenicia, Etruria, Greeca, 
Rome. By George Rawlinson, M.A., 
Camden Professor of Ancient History, 
Oxford, and Canon of Canterbury, au- 
thor of “The Origin of Nations,” * The 
Five Great Monarchies,” eto. 

Fetiehism ; A Contribution to "Anthro- 
pology and the History of Religion. By 
Xritz Schultze. Translated from the 
German by J. Fitzgerald, M 

Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. 
By W. Stanley Jevons, M.A., F. R. S., Pro- 
fessor of Logio and Political Economy in 
the Owens d r Manchester. 

On the Study of Words. By Richard 
Ohenevix Trench, D. D., Archbishop of 
Dublin. 

The Dawn of History: An Introduction 
to Pre-Historic Study. Edited by OC. 
F. Keary, M. A., of the British Museum. 75 

Geological Sketches at Home and 
Abroad, By Archibald Geikie, LL.D., 
F. R. S, Director-General of the’ Geolo ogical 
Surveys of Great Britain and Irelan 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. By 
James Sully, Author of „ and 
Intuition,” ** Pessimism,” et 

The Pleasures of Life. (Parts I. and i. ) 
By Sir John Lubbock, Bart. 2partain t 75 

English Past and Present. Parts I. 
and II.) By Richard Ohenevix Trench. 


35 


96 


E] 


75 


25 


2 parts in 1, Complete. 35 
The Story of Creation. A Plain Account 

of Evolution. By Edward Clodd, F. R. A. S. 

Over 80 Illis. 5 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
Meuxatayette Place, New York. 


AGENTS E make 060 PER DENT. profit, on my Corset, 
Belts, Brushes Curlers and novelties. Samples 
FREE, Write now. Dr. Bridgman, 373 Broadway. N.Y. 


IRON-OLAD AND MANNA SERIES 
IRON-CLAD SERIES. 
1 Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh............ 5 
2 Secular Responsibility. G. J. Holyoake.. 5 
4Influence of Christianity on Civilization. 

Underwood. . . . . . 2D 

7 Buddhist Nihilism. "Prof. Max Mueller... 10 

8 Religion of Inhumanity. F. Harrison. . . 16 

9 Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. Lyall. 

10 Epidemic Delusions. Marvin............... 10 
11 Philosophy of Spiritualism. Marvin. "X 


13 Essay on Miracles. David Hume..... 
14 Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh........ 6 
15 Were Adam and Eve our First Parents ? 
Charles Bradlaugh. .ssssessosseseassesesese 5 
16 Why do Men Starve? Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
17 Logic of Life, Deduced from the Principle 
of Freethought. George J. Holyoake. 10 
18 A Plea for Atheism. Chas. Bradlaugh.... 10 
19 Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake.. 65 
20 Superstition Displayed, with a Letter of 
Wm. Pitt. Austin Holyoake........... 
21 Defence of Secular Principles. C. Watts.. 
22 Is the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts. 
23 The Christian Deity. Charles Watts. . e 
24 Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts.. 
25 Freethought and Mod. Progress. Watts, 
26 Christianity: Its Nature, and Influence 
on Civilization. Chas. Watts 
28 Thoughts on Atheism. Austin Holyoake. 
29 Is there a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? Austin Holyoake . ee 
30 Philosophy of Secularism. _ Chas. Watts... 
31 Has Mana Soul? Chas. Bradlaugh... 
38 Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh...... 
19 Labor's Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh....... 
10 Poverty: Its Cause and Cure. M. G. H.. 
42 Science and Bible Antagonistic. Watts... 
43 Christian Scheme of Redemption. Watts. 
44 Logic of Death; or, Why Should the 
e ‘Atheist Fear to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 
4% Poverty: Its Effects on the Political Con- 
dition cf the People. Chas. Bradlaugh. 6 


MANNA SERIES. 

i Original Manna for “ God's chosen.” 
3 New Life of David. Chas. Bradlaugh...... 5 
4 Why I was Excommunicated. Barnard... 
5 200 Questions Without Answers . 65 
6 Dialogue between a Christian Missionary 
and a Chinese Mandarin. ........... 

% Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian....... 

8 Search After Heaven and Hel. A. Holy- 
oako..... e eee eene 

9 New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh...» 5 
10 A Few Words about the Devil... .. 5 


* n 


aon 


— 
aAgoarnana 


— 
e 


se. 5 


10 


-11 New Life of Jacob. . D 


Austin Holyoake... 
Holyoake 10 


12 Daniel, the Dreamet. 
13 Specimen of the Bible: Esther. 
14 Acts of the Apostles: A Farce. A. H. 
15 Ludierous Aspects of Christianity. A. H. 10 
16 Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh...... 5 
1% Who Was Jesus Christ? C. Bradlaugh... 5 
i8 What Did Jesus Teach? C. Bradlaugh..... 6 
19 New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh.. 5 
20 New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlengh... 5 
21 A Secular Prayer. Holyoake. Per ‘oz... 10 

On orders for Iron Clad and Manna we will 
send $1.10 worth for $1; $2.50 worth for $2; 
$5 worth for $3, and $10 worth for $5. 
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Truth Seeker Traots. INFIDEL, DEATR-BEDS, 


NoTE.—These tracts are especially intended 
for distribution ag Freethought missionary docu- 
ments. When sending subscriptions for your 
Truth Seeker, or money for books, please add 
whatever you can for tracts, and, wher received, 
hand them around among your neighbors, or 
leave them in hotels, places of public assembly, 
et. To allow much to be done in this way with 
alittle money the following discounts are made. 
On one dollars worth 10 per eent. off; on two 
dollars’ worth, 20 off; on five dollars’ worth, 
40 off; on ten dollars’ worth, 50 off. This rate 
of discount is given on these tracts only. Please 
order by numbers. The numbers not mentioned 
are out of print. 


23 Reply to Shelton’s Letter. Bennett. 
29 Paine Hall Dedication. Underwood. 


35 Moving the Ark. Bennett . . 
37 Short Sermon. Rev. Theologicus, D. D. 
88 Christianity not a Moral. X. Y. 2 
39 The True Saint. S. P. Putnam 
43 Christianity a Borrowed System. Bennett. 
47 Cruelty & Credulity of the Human Race.. 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E. E. Guild.......... 
52 Marples- Underwood Debate. Underwood. 
53 Questions for Bible Worshipers............. 
54 Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett. 
68 Prophecies. Underwood.. . 
62 The Jews and their God......... 
63 The Devil's Due Bills. Syphers. 
64 Ills we Uudure Cause and Cure. Bennett. 
65 ShortSermon. No. 2. Rev. Theologicus, D. D. 
67 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No. 2....... 
40 Vicarious Atonement. J. S. Lyon. . . 
71 Paine's Anniversary. C. A. Codman. 
73 Foundations. John Syphers . 
74 Daniel in the Lion's Den. Bennett. 
75 An Hour with the Devil. Bennett. 
^ 16 Reply to E. F. Brown. Bennett... 8 
77 The Fear of Death. D. M. Bennett... 


2 2 
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— 
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82 Christian Courtesy. D. M. Bennett......... 
83 Revivalism Examined. Dr. A. G. Humphrey. 
84 Moody on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps 
89 Logic of Prayer. C. Stephenson. 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates. ...... 
91 Our Ideas of God. B. F. Underwood. 
94 The New Raven. Will Cooper... 
96 Ichabod Crane Papera................ i 
9% Special Providences. W. S. Bell.......... 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker . . . . 
100 140th Anniversary of Paine's Birthday. . 
102 The Old Religion and New. Bell 
204 Evolution of Israel's God. Rawson........ 
105 Decadence of Christiamn'ty. Capphro..... 


— M 
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10 The Safe Side. H. B. Brown. ... 
110 Invocation to the Universe. Bennett...» 
111 Reply to Scientific Americam, Bennett. 
112 SensibleSermon. Rev. M. J. Savage 
113 Come to Jesus. Bennett. . . . 
314 Where Was Jesus Born? S. H. Preston. 
215 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.......... 
216 The Sunday Question. Bennett. : 
117 Constantine the Great. Preston. 
' 119 The New Faith. Stoddard....... 
120 The New Ago. W. S. Bell. . . 
es ^ À 
322 World's Great Religions. Bennett. . . . . 10 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersoll and Ob- 
server“... . . . 

624 Sinful Saints. Bennett. i: 
125 German Liberalism. Neymann............ 
126 Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. Un- 


es 05 o e b2 b5 iE og 


. 10 


130 Tha Ethics of Religion. : 
134 Talks with the Evangelists.......... 
137 Christian Love. C. L. James. 
138 Science ofthe Bible. John Jasper. 
140 Astro-Theology ............. . 
241 Infidelity. H. W. Beecher...... te 
142 Synopsis of All Religions. Saxon 
143 Chang Wau Ho. Eli Perkins 
148 When Did Paul Live? Scholasticus........ 
149 Age of Shams......... mE mer SERERE 
145 If You Take Away my Religion? What 
Will You Give Me Instead. Martin.... 10 
350 The Liberty of Printing. Hurlbut and 


m 
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255 Co-operation Society's Redeemer.......... 
256 Free Speech & Free Press. Shelley. 


Wakeman TERES m" 10 

151 Whatisthe Bible? M. W. H... 5 
152 A Remarkable Book. Douglas... 2 
153 Liberty and Morality. Conway... 5 
2 

2 


259 Boston Bennett Indignation Meeting... . B 

60 Sabbath Observance. Coleman. TN 

161 Protestant Persecutions. ......... 

162 Eighth and Last Letter from Ludlow Street 
Jail. Bennett——-ͥͥ⁊ U·LEIé4 2 2I0 

164 Bible Impeached. Chapman. 


SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 


1 Hereditary Transmission. Prof. Els- 
burg, M.D 2 
2 Evolution: Homogereous to Heteroge- 
neons. Underwood................ 
4 Literature of the Insane. Marvin. 
§ Responsibility of Sex. Mrs. Chase, M.D... 
6 Graduated Atmospheres. McCarroll...... 
7 Death, Frederic R. Marvin, M. D. 
8 How Marsupial Animals Propagate... 
9 The Unseen World. Prof. J. Fiske.......... 
10 The Evolution Theory—Huxley’s Three 
Lectures UL LO 
11 Is America New World? Dawson.......... 10 
12 Evolution not Atheism nor Materialism. 
R. S. Brigham, M. D.. . . . . 
18 Nibble at Professor Fiske’s Crumb for the 
z3 Modern Symposium. . . .. . . . . . . 10 


See note at head of celenn. 


{LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 


Crimes and Persecutions. 
8vo, 1,119pp. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. . 
BY D. M. BENNETT. | 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


By G. W. FOOTE. 


“IDLE TALES OF DYING 
HORRORS.” 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Contains a Sketch of the Life and Death of 
Bruno, Buckle, Comte. Helvetius, Hugo, Hume. 
Owen, Paine, Birauss, Volney, Voltaire, and 
negrly ninety other prominent Freethinkers. 


Paper. Price, 35 cents. Address this office. 


Science in Plain Language, 


I. Evonution, ANTIQUITY, BACTERIA, Ero. By 


iliam Durham, F.R.S 


IT. Astrovomy, SUN, Moon, Stars, Eto. By Will- 
iam Durham, F. R. S. E. 


These handy series of volumes on science—of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
vannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply a popular need. 

The price of eaoh, ip» cents in cloth. 


A COLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 


For Schools and the Home. 


OOMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 


PRIOE, : ; $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER O., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


adároes PRUTH aREXKTTMOO 


The Candle From Under the 
Bushel 


Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Lauyhable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


The downoast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
thoughtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoti. 


and Did He Rise from 
the Dead? 


$100 Reward. 


Paper, 10 cents. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, . m 


WETTSTEIN’S 


. OONTENTS. 
A Splendid Jadge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Olub. è 
Under Protest. 
For the Proseontion. 
A Rusty Link in the Ohain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of Cur Ancestors. 
Florence Oampbell’s Fate. 
My Patient's Story. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO,, 
98 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo, 838pp., 
Silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
oes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
' show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12M0, 245pp. $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ounce, $6 more In best 


jewels, $17.50; 15 jawels, 
£24.50.. Hunting, $22; $2250; $23; 
$18 50; 15 jewels, $ 5. 
more. The famous, 


New Model “Otto Wettstein " Watch, 


more than above adjusted watches. 
in the world competes with it. 
to $200. 0 d 

cash refunded if not satisfactory. 
cases warranted 


SING, BROTHERS, BING. 
USE THE 


oases. 
$1, etc., and returned free. 


FSTABLISHED 1857. 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, I, 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 


How Can We be Saved? 


Was Jesus Supernaturally Concetved, 


For Sale at This Office. 


The Sole Factors and Huact Ratios in the 


$2.00, 


WORLD-REWCWHED WATCHES, 


Best grades American Stem-winders : In silver- 
ine cases, 7 jewels, $7.50; 9 jewels, $8; 11 jowels, $9; 
15 jewela, $10; do. adjusted, $16. In 3 ounce coin 
silver Cases, $3.50 more; 4 ounce, $4.50, and 5 
filled gold cases, open 
face, dust proof, 7 Jewels, $16; 9 jewels, $16 50; 11 
$18.50: do. adjusted, 

$24; $30 


Ladies, same quality, 7 jewels, $17; 11 jewels, 
14 karat solid gold, $10 


16 jewels and all modern improvements, $3 
i No watch 
Finer watohes up 
sll such prepaid, guaranteed 1 year, and 
All filled gold 
by manufacturera 20 years. 
Beware of New York Worid/s 10 karat and spurious 
Watches cleaned, best work, $1; springs, 


esting. THE LIBERAL Hymn- Book contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes, 
It ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
35 cents Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER Oo 


CANCER LIOS 
DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


My Medical Discovery seldom takes hold 
of two people alike! Why? Because no 
two people have the same weak 
spot. Beginning at the stomach it goes 
searching through the body for any hidden 
humor. Nine times out cf ten, inward 
humor makes the weak spot. Perhaps 
it's only a little sediment left on a nerve or in 
& gland; the Medical Discovery slides it 
right along, and you find quick happiness 
from the first bottle. Perhaps it's a big sedi- 
ment or open sore, well settled somewhere, 
ready to fight. The Medical Discovery 
begins the fight, and you think it pretty 
hard, but soon you thank me for making 
something that has reached your weak spot. 
Write me if you want to know more about it. 

cured many thou- 


| sand cases pro- 


nounced hopeless. From- first dose symptoms rapidly disappear, 
and inten days atleast two-thirds of all symptoms are removed. 
of testimonials of miraculous cures sent FREE. 


BOOK 
REE by mai 
TEN DAYS [REATMENT.FURNISHED FREE Gx 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Conkling, 


York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


| IE WANTED cias SAMPLE FREE. A ras 
842 ftrogdw. . 
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AT THINE OWN HOME. 

Send 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
specialist, for his Private Counselor ”—a valua- 
bie book for young and middle-aged men, suffer. 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
matnrer years. It sets forth an External Appli. 
cation—A POSITIVE CURE, as itmatters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book i8 worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure, 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. 

. is an outspoken Liberal, a huaman- 
haces anal M generous patron of the Freethought 
press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
his progressive and suecessful method of trest- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Freethought, 


Treated free. 

Positively CURED 
with Vegetable 

Remedies, Have 


Memorial Addr ss to Roscoe 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 


Ziberal Meetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 


who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ties are located. . Local Secular Unions and 


Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 


hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 


warding the necessary information. s 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.X. 


Meets every Friday evening, at B o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Leot- 
uresand discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
st. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 

124 Market street, Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 730. Lecturer, debates, and discus- 

sions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 


jdent, Henry BIRD; Secretary, Oona BELLE 
FLAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 


o 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d strect, Brooklyn., E. D 
Sunday. 
form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 948 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ard 
Wood sts., at 2:30and 7:30 P. M. for lectures and 
freo disonesions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Zruth 
Seeker vublicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town ball. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Marios HEIGHTON, Sec. 


EIizur Wright Secular Union 
Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEEER and Invest - 
gator are solicited. R. G. SMITH. Oor. Bez. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Bunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Leotures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 916 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall) Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
ball at 2:30 p.m. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Boo. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:80 P. M., at 412 Nicollet 
&ve.,Hooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J. F. MAoOHÍ UC B, Pres.: LEROY BERBIER,Bec. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall 
Flynn Block. S. E corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANELIN BTEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society a 

Meetr every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Soats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in the publio 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK Morse, Cor. Beo. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parra 

Hal. Everybody invited. Mrs. R. M. BERBA, 

Pres.: J. H. MOWILLIArS, Reo. Sec. 


The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hajl, Main street, Walla Walla, Wasbington. 
Seionoe Leotures.—Froe Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
gable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres,; A.W. OALDER, Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 
Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder achool-honse. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D.E. RIOE, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vioe-Pres.; UHAnLHS SHEA, Beo. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introdneticn by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at 
this office. Price, 5) cents. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
€ ?950eníis. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Cn Price, 25 Cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 14, 1891. 


m ; . |WORLD’S SAGES, THINKERS, |: ds : 
Elews af the Eaa | . AND RELIGIONS! Bens of Ghought. 
bi 5 ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES ee 
i ographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, | Vol. I. Givs a Fall Account of all the Gods, in- 


eachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders : À 
GasERAL, BoorR has secured $30,000 more New Schools of Thought, Eminent. Boien- 45 Aera christ, Vik io Mary esa the Bite 
than the $500 000 that he desired to begin s Wire , . 


A BELIEF that all the atrocious cruelties of 
the Hebrew wars, which those barbarous Is- 


tista, eto. (who wera not Ohristians), 
his ** Dirkest England” work. 


Ox the 5th two students for the Jewish 
ministry at the Hebrew Union College at 
Cincinnati committed suicide together. l 


A STATUE to Sherman 
will be erected in New 
York. 


Porn Leo has cele- 
brated his eighty-first 
birthday. 


Tue empress of Aus- 
tria will make a pilgrim- 
age to the Holy Land. 


Viororia, Aus., has 
prohibited publication or 
sale of Bunday papers. 


JESU IT in England are 
preparing a complete 
commentary on the Bible. 


AT Toronto, Can., on 
the 24, six men were 
fined for swearing in the 
streets. : 


Jews ask the govern- 
ments of the world, 
including ours, to giv 
them Palestine. 


Tus Kaw Indiana hav 


from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g. e., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


28 Lafayette Plase, N. Y. 


8v0; Bene 
the Religious Systems of the 
Bvo,957pp. Oloth, $8 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, 28. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH BEEKER OO. 


Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
Worid 


raelites endeavored to excuse themselvs for 
by attributing them to the command of God, 
were really sanctioned and ordered by a being 
of infinit perfection, is injurious to morals, . 
and has been the warrant for untold butcher- 

ies committed during wars waged in the 
name of God. No one 


need hesitate to destroy 


SU 


that dogma through fear 
that the world will grow 
worse if its ‘‘ restraint” 
is removed.—Roberé C. 
Adams. 


Ir one can be good 
only. in good company, - 
and resolute only under 

favorable conditions, he 
is mostly outside of him- 
self, his environment, 
instead of his character, 
actuating him. The 
independent man has 
worked up much of nat- 
ure into his own being, 
and has the forces of ac- 
tivity within him to re- 
sist and to act, so that 
outside circumstance is 
comparativly weak. In- 
stead of being the play 
of winds and waves, he 
moves against adverse 
forc3s, and is himself a 


a new prophet, who says SUA power determining the 
that in five years the N current of surrounding 
whites will leave. events. There is a differ- 

ence between guiding a 


SzorARIAM hostilities 
are being fanned to a 
dangerous blaze in the 
Canadian election. 


zin it.—Bierbower. 


TRE ideas of the Bible 


Tur second Catholic | Ewriters are only incom- 
5 eee ; \ i, i "ep quee rdc erat 
Congress will be held at k ; Y— 

Paris April iat to 6h. „ We rs RM e llaw of evolution. The 


des ber, L. UP 

Gzo. DavipsoN, a Bap- 

tist preacher of Tulla- 

homa, 'Tenn., has been 

arrested for illicit distil- 
ling. 


Tre Vatican receives 
from this country many letters asking Dr. 
McGlynn's reinstatement. 


Ar Augusta, Ga., on the 4th, Rev. Julius 
Rosenthal, ex-rabbi, attempted to cowhide 8. 
Lesser, a member of his congregation. 


Tur Farmers’ Alliances of Kansas, Ne- 
braska, Iowa, and Missouri design to control 
the grain and cattle markets of the country. 


A EOUNDSMAN and section of police were on 
Sunday the 1st detailed to the services at the 
troubled Roman Catholic church in Williams- 
burgh, N. Y. 


Prorgstants are alarmed at the proposal 
of Catholics to establish a Catholic political 
party, saying that such a party would own 
the country.” 


DonzGar, Ireland, Protestants protest that 
the Balfour-Z2tland fund is disbursed to 
thriving Catholics while needy Protestants 
are neglected. 


Ix Rome, Catholic societies designed to 
march with their banners to the tomb of Pius 
IX. and deposit an anniversary wreath, but 
the government forbade. 


Tank country about Mount Oreb, O., noto- 
rious for White Cap outrages, is distracted 
with revival meetings. People stay in 
trances for days. Several hav become insane. 


For neglect that caused loss of life in a col- 
lision in a tunnel of the New York Central 
railroad, the directors, including Chauncey 
Depew, hav been arrested on a charge of 
manslaughter. 


To the memorial from London asking 
Russia to cease persecution of Jews, the 
holy synod of the Russian church returns a 
request, in nearly the same words, that Eng- 
land repeal the laws restrictiv of Catholics. 
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Story of the Year Abroad, - - 


Some Alaskan Myths. Ida C. Crad- 
dock, Correspondiag Secretary of 
the American Secular Union. Illus- 


.A PROPHET KNOCKED OUT. 


And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and slew him; aud his carcase was cast in the way, and the 
ass stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcase.—1 Kings xiii, 24. 
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jae writers were igno- 
rant upon many matters 
upon which we hav now 
‘something approaching 
! definit ‘knowledge; the 
Bible cosmogony, its ge- 
ology and biology, are 
quite valueless in view 
of our modern knowledge on these subjects; 
an impartial investigation of geology an 
paleontology: reveals to us unmistakable evi- 
dence of the vast age of the earth and the 
great antiquity of the human race—an antiq- 
uity beside which the few thousand years 
claimed by the Bible writers sink into utter 
insignificance.—Arthur B. Moss. 


I DEEAM'D in a dream I saw a city invinci- 
ble to the attacks of the whole of the 
reat of the earth, 

I dream'd that was the new city of Friends 

Nothing was greater there than the quality of 
robust love, it led the rest, 

It was seen every hour in the actions of the 
men of that city, 

And in all their looks and words. 

— Wait Whitman. 


EDUCATIONAL ethics should fully recognize 
the rights of the body. We should admit 
thé unorthodox, but also undeniable, truth 
that an upright and magnanimous disposition 
is a concomitant of bodily strength, while 
fickleness, duplicity, and querulous injustice 
are the characteristics of debility.—ZF'elie L. 
Oswald in the Bible of Nature. 


Tux greater number of the books of the 
Bible are anonymous. No one knows who 
wrote them, and no one knows when they 
were written. They are, in the cases of the 
most important books, of those most relied 
on for doctrinal support, compilations from 
preéxisting records. But who wrote those 
records, and who made the compilations, are 
entirely unknown. "When the books of the 
Old Testament came into use they were not 
considered inspired. That idea was an after- 
thought. And the Christian church places a 
higher value on some of the books than the 
original possessors or than Jesus himself did. 


i trated, — - à 32 5| In the same manner, when the books of the 

Caroaao trade unions ask of the Fair man- 115 trated, - = 7-03 ij New Testament came into use they were not 
agers: 1. Employment of union labor; 2. Anent Spooks: Where are They? Gaining Ground in England, 1 py considered inspired or the word of God. 
Eight hours; 3. Preference to local residents Thaddeus B. Wakeman. 48 il Many gospels, epistles, and revelations, not 


and American citizens; 4 Minimum wage of 
$1 50 to unskilled labor; 5. Arbitration. 


Tuomas WILLIAMSON, called Salvation 
Tem“ because a leader in the local branch of 
the Salvation Army, will be hanged at Seda- 


Where the Roman Catholies Got 
a Litany, - - m 


[er ES es) 


KE rc 


now in use, were read in the churches in the 
early centuries. About theclose of the second 
century or the beginning of the third, when 
the Catholic church was forming, a source of 
authority for appeal in case of dispute over 


: Ko new doctrins was necessary, and the fathers 
118 11 eee two it is 33 ee ee SEG inetituted the theory that certain books were 
now believed that he poisoned his wife ` SEI oK inspired. But the books which they said 
: . Nu 1» s were divine were not always the same books 

To accusations by Roman Catholics, Indian NEW YORE: VEA se which we hav now. They declared many 


Commissioner Morgan says that he is so far 
from ‘discriminating against the Roman 
Catholics and dismissing teachers from the 
public service simply because they belonged 
to that sect," that he has even ‘ retained 
those belonging to the Catholic church who 
were not properly fitted for their work, and 
allowed the continuance in government 
institutions of sectarian practices, which I 
think should not be tolerated in government 
jnstitutions, rather than incur hostility for 
correcting abuses and dismissing incompetent 
persons." 
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books to be inspired which we do not think 
to be; and they ignored and rejected many 
books which hav since been invested with 
divine honors. The contentions of the sects 
made it impossible for the new church to 
unite on the gospels which had been first in 
use, and they were, therefore, discarded, and 
our present four gospels were substituted. 
To giv them greater authority, the names of 
apostles who had been with Jesus were forged 
to them, literary forgery in those days not 
being ‘considered a erime.—Heeler's Short 
History of the Bible. 
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ales and Qlippings. 


Harrand farewell to Minister Blair! And, 
wishes the World, may he hav a long and 
pleasant stay in China! 


Senator Cantor is after the Hebrew rab. 
bis who hav been granting divorces at ran- 
dom in this city. He put in a bill last week 
to amend the Penal Code by providing that 
until a marriage is dissolved or annulled by 
a proper tribunal or court of competent juris- 
diction, any person assuming to grant a 
divorce, or who shall declare a marriage dis- 
solved, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 
Assemblyman Blumenthal put in the same 
bill in the house. 


Tae refusal of the English Parliament to 
remove Catholic disabilities is thus blamed 
by Catholics there: The ministers know 
well that a Jew or an Atheist, or a Quaker 
or a Mohammedan, or a member of any of 
the comic little sects which British Protest- 
antism has spawned, is quite eligible either 
as lord chancellor or lord lieutenant, but they 
vote down a Dill . to remove the 
doubt whether Catholicsare . . . eligible 
for these positions or not.” 


HERR is one of Dr. Miner’s latest anecdotes : 
** A certain church people who wished some 
hymn-books, but had no means to buy them, 
found a friend in the manager of a large 
patent medicin firm. This manager wanted 
to get them up a hymn-book for nothing, 
provided some extra pages might be put in 
to be printed with his advertisments. It was 
agreed, for these sly people thought to them- 


Belv8, One can tear the advertising leaves out 


and then hav a good book. The Sunday 


came for the first use of the books in church. 
All the congregation was supplied, and every 
one sang; but this is what they sang: 


** Hark the herald angels sing, 
Struud’s pills are just the thing; 
Glorious Christ, 80 meek and mild, 
Two for man and one for child.” 


Tue Holy Synod of Russia has sent an ad- 
dress to Queen Victoria which is a paraphrase 
of the memorial of the lord mayor of London 
to the czar on the subject of the persecution 
of the Jews, except that for Jews the Roman 
Catholics of England and Ireland are substi- 
tuted. The queen is begged by the Russian 
Synod to remove the yoke of exceptional and 
restrictiv laws which oppresses her Catholic 
subjects, ‘‘making them a pariah caste, de- 
graded as if an accursed race.” As the lord 
mayor said of the Russian Jews, these Catho- 
lics are described as serving in certain regi- 
ments beyond their due proportion, and yet 
forbidden the liberty of striving for the lofti- 
est civil places. Russia is held up to England, 
as England was held up to Russia, as an ex- 
ample of religious toleration. '* We who hav 
learned to tolerate all creeds,” says the ad- 
dress, ‘‘ beseech your majesty to order the 
repeal of those laws that afflict the Catholics,” 
* the representativs of a creed which is the 
mother of our religion and yours.” 


Ir was to be expected that the “cranks” 
would appear at an early stage to impress 
their views upon the managers of the World’s 
Fair. A convention just held at Washington 
has resolved, first, that the Fair should not be 
opened on Sunday, and secondly, that no 


liquor should be sold in the buildings or on 
the grounds. As to the first of these propo- 
sitions, it is to be assumed that the managers 


of the Fair are as well aware of the demands. 


of enlightened public opinion as their volun- 
teer advisers. The feeling in favor of the 
exclusivly religious observance of Sunday is 
much weaker in Chicago than it was at Phila- 
delphia or than it is in any Eastern city, and 
local opinion will doubtless prevail with re- 
gard to this" matter. The other requirement 
would banish from the Exposition all the Eu- 
ropean restaurants that proved so attractiv a 
feature at Philadelphia in 1876, and it is not 
in the least likely to be fulfilled by the man- 
agers at Chicago.— V. Y. Times, 


TRE. Legal Protectiv Association of Cigar 
Manufacturers of the City of New York and 
National Inquiry System ” sat around five big 
tables at Delmonico’s recently and ate its 
tenth anniversary dinner. There was pres- 
ent, among others, Col. R. G. Ingersoll, who 
responded to the unique toast, Facts,“ with 
a very interesting speech. He said: What 
would we all do if we had to stick to facts? 
How disagreeable life would be if everyone 
told the truth! Imagin yourself meeting a 
friend on the street and telling him that he 
was looking sickly, and that, by the way, 
you didn’t care to hav him call at your house 
again. The truth is the weakest thing in the 
world. It always comes into the arena naked 
and there it meets a healthy young lie in com- 
plete armor and the result is that the truth 
gets licked. One good, solid lie will knock 
out a hundred truths. The history of the 
whole world is nothing but lies. Take the 
age of chivalry, that has fed and inflamed 
the imagination of mankind; that was the age 


of cowardice. There is a thousand times 
more courage in the world to-day than there 
was then, and yet the world is still on its 
knees worshiping those ironclad knights as 
if they were demigods. There was not then 
the love for human liberty that there is now. 
Those are facts. If all the books in the 
world except those that contained nothing 
but facts were destroyed there wouldn’t be 
anything left but dictionaries and works on 
the multiplication table. The world is full 
of lies. For instance, you know as well as I 
do that a pure Havana cigar is a lie.“ This 
made the cigar manufacturers laugh at each 
other. 


A DE PATOH from Boston says: One of 
the most noted women in the world will soon 
be here in Boston. This is Annie Besant, 
who has a world-wide reputation as a social, 
religious, and political reformer. Her long 
association with Charles Bradlaugh in the 
English Secularist movement and her works 
upon social relations first brought her into 
prominence, and created a tremendous stir in 
Great Britain. Her work among the poor 
in London has endeared her to them and 
Kept her also before the public. Recently 
she made a public avowal of her interest in 
the Theosophical Society and Mme. Blavat- 
sky, following that by joining that society 
and taking the joint editorship of Lucifer, 
the London Theosophical magazine. She 
comes to Boston for the purpose of attend- 
ing the annual convention of the American 
Section of the Theosophical Society, which 
ig to be held here on April 26th, a8 the per- 
sonal representativ of Mme. Blavatsky, and 
special delegate from the British Section of 


the society.” 
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Communications. 


Mr. Conway’s Mistakes About Paine, 

An essay on American slavery appesred in the 
Pennsyliania Journal of March 8, 1775 signed 
“Jastice and Humanity.” De. Rash in a letter to 
James Cheetham, in 1809 says that the writer of 
that essay was Tuomas Paine. Me. Moncure D 
Qonway discovered the paper in January last, and 
has partially reproduced it in an article published in 
the Nation, Feb. 26 1891. 

aate are several errors in the article which I am 
sorry to bav to notice. . 

** Is will be observed." says Mr. Conway, that Paine was 
at this time a devout Christian.” 

Daubtless the superfisial observer, knowing little 
or nothing of Paine's life, would readily accept this 
inference from the argument in the essay, because it 
is partly based on the Bible and Ohristianity. But 
we hav ample proof that at this very time, 1775 
Paine was as oonfirmed a skeptic as when he wrote 
his Age of Rau twenty years later. 

In January, 1776 Joho Adams published a pam 
phlet entitled, Taoughts oo Government,” and in a 
letter to De. Rash, April 12 1809, he says: 

This pamphlet you know was very unpopular. N> man 
attempted in the public papers to support it but yourself 
Mr Taomas Paine was so highly offended with it that he 
came to visit me at my chamber at Mrs Yard’s, to remon 
strafe and even scold at me for it, which he did in very 
ungen eel terms. In return I only laughed heartily at him. 
and rallied him upon his grave argument from the Od Tes- 
tament to prove that monarchy was unlawful in the sight of 
God. “D> you seriously believe, Paine.“ said I, in that 
pious doc'rin of yours?” This put him in good humor, and 
he laughed out. ‘Toe Od Testament!“ said he. 1 do not 
believe in the Old Testament. I hav had thoughts of pub- 
lisniag my sentiments of it, but upon deliberation I hav con- 
cluded to put thas off till the latter part of life." 

Bat further, Paine himself tells us in his Age of 

R'ason" that his skeptieism began in childhood. 
He says: 
. I well remember when about seven or eight years of age 
hearing a sermon read by a relation of mine, who was a great 
dev^ree of the church, upon the subj-ct of what is called 
* Redemption by the deats of the son of God." Af-er the 
sermon was ended, I went into the garden, and as I was 
going down the garden steps (for I perfectly recollect t e 
sp) I revolted at the recollection of what I had heard, 
and thought to myself that it was making God almighty act 
like a passionate man. that killed his son when ne could 
not revenge himself ary other way, and as I was sure a man 
would b: banged that did such a thing. I could not see for 
what purpose they preached such sermons. 

A other error of M- On y ia that the article on 
Blavery published March 8 1775, was ‘‘Tnomas 
Paine’s Firat E isay.” Sion is the heading of the 
article in the Nation, and to make certain the writer's 
meaning I qu te him, as follows: 


What Paine told Dr Rash was, no doubt, that the anti- 


slavery essay was the first he had ever written or offered for 
publication. 

Taere is no reason whatever to doubt Paine's statement 
that he had published nothing in Eiglaud. The cause of 
America, he says, made him an autnor. [t is nevertheless 
true that his earliest essay, which I hav just found, was a 
plea for the American slave. : 

Allowing it to be probable, as Mr. Conway sup 
poses, that the essay on slavery was written a month 
earlier than the firat of Paine's contributions to the 
Pennsylvania Magazine, can it ba true that his 
“frat essay ever writtea or offered for publication " 

was in D,cember, 1774? 

Avara of tha exateace of a printed essay by 
Paine in 1772 Me. Oonway attempts to reconcile the 
contra lication bv saying in regard to “The Oase of 
the Offi ers of Ex^isge:" 
jb however, though printed, was not published until 

Ia D ambar, 1772 Paine wrote to De. Goldsmith: 


Herewith I presant vou with the Case of the Officers of 
Excise. I was advise 1 to print 4000 copies; 3000 
of whith were sihievibel for by the officers in general, 
and the remaining 1000 reserved for presents. 

Bii this is ab! all ia rager 1 69 eaclior essays by 
Piae Id rote farther from Me. Oonway's article: 

O ie writer savs his Song on the Death of General 
Wolfe” was published in the Gentleman's Magazine, but 
though written at Lewes. E 1gland, it was first p iblisned in 
the Pennsylvania Mag seine, 

I turn to tha *Misasllaneous Poems” in Men- 
dum's edition of the“ Works of Thomas Paine" and 
fiad the following note to the aforessid verses: 

This Song was written immediately after the death of 
General Wolfe. At this time a prize was offered for the best 
epitaph on the celebrated nero. Mr Paine entered the list 
among other competitore, but his matter growing too long 
for an epitaph, and assuming another shape. he entitled it an 
Ode and it was so published in the Gentleman s Magazine. 

It was soon after set to music. became & popular song, 
and was sung by the Anacreonatic and other societies, 

The death of Ganeral Wolfe was in September, 
1759 At that time Paine was a master stay maker 
at Sandwich, where on the 27 ch of Ssptember he 
married Mary Lambert, daughter of an exciseman of 
that place. Paine did not become an ex iso«^ till 
1764 and was not stationed at Lawes unti! 1768. 

1 now proceed to notice another error of Mr, Con- 

“*waiy whieh concerns myself. He says: 


Mr. W. H. Burr maintains that Paine, under the name of 


Ca- a wrote numbers of the E: glish ** Crisis“ during the 
year 1775 beginning in April. Tunis is disproved by the in- 
trinsic evidence in Casca’s essays that he was then in Lon- 
don, whereas Paine was certainly in America throughout 
1775 editing the Pennsylvania Magazine. Aninterview with 
Rash in toe latter part of Maren, and another with De. 
Franklin in October, are also on record. 

The interview with Dr Rush in March, 1775 I do 
not doubt; but I do dispute the alleged interview 
with DP. Frarklin. Paine says in Crisis No. III: 

In October 1775 Dr. Franklin proposed giving me such 
materials as were in his hands towards completing a history 
of the present transactions, and seemed desirous of having 
the first volume out the next Spring I had then formed the 
outlines of Common Sente” and finished nearly the first 
part, and as I supposed the Doctor's desiga in getting out a 
history was to “pen the new year with a new system Iex- 
pected to surprise him with a production on the subjec 
much earlier than he thought of; and without informing 
him of what [ was doing got it ready for the press as fast as 
I conveniently could, aud sent him the first pamphlet that 
was printed cff. 

That proposal of De Franklin I claim was not 
made at an “interview” in Philadelphia, but in a let- 
ter to Paine in London. 

And now let us consider Paine’s convection with 
the Pennsylvania Magazine. While Mr. Conway 
was writing hia article for the Nation, I was prepar- 
ing a speech for s celebration of Paipe's birthday, 
and I need only repeat a portion of my remarks as 
printed in the Zronclad Ao of February 14 b. 

Oa the 4:h of March, 1775, Paine wrote to Frank- 
lin in London: 

Your countenancing me has obtained for me many friends 
and much reputation, for which please accept my sincere 
thanks. I hav been applied to by several gentlemen to in. 
struct their sous on very advantageous terms to myself. and 
a printer and bookseller here, a man of reputation and prep. 
erty, Robert Aitkin, has lately attempted a magazine, but 
having little or no turn that way himself, he has applied to 
me for assis ance. He had not above six hundred subscrib- 
ers when I firat assisted him. We hav now upwards of fif. 
teen hundred, and daily increasing. I hav not entered into 
terms with him. This is only the second number. The 
first I was not concerned in. 

The first number of the Pennsylvania Magazine 
was January. Paine tells Frank in that he was not 
concerned in the first. Aud yet in the first num. 
ber there appeared s-veral anonymous contributions 
which were undoubtedly written by Paine. Oae of 
these related to surveying and was signed P." An. 
other, describing a new electric machine, was signed 
A lanticus.“ A third one on the Uiility of Mag- 
„z bes, without signature, was probably written by 
Paine, and it is supposed that he may bav written or 
ravieed a brief Introdro'icn to the Pennsylvania 
Magazine? dated Jan 24. 

Tae P.bruary number, which Paine says he was 
concerned in, has three articles believed to hav been 
written by bim, to wit: “Useful and Eatertaining 
Hints,” by Atlanticus ;" N Anecdotes of Alex 
ander the Great,” signed Escp," and an unsigned 
poem entitled Saowdrop and Critic." 

Tbe Maroh number has an article on the * Life 
aud Datu of Lord Olive,” unsigned, but credited to 

* A*lanticug " in Paine's works. And in the same 
numb: r are two poems signed “ Atlanticue," one on 
the “D ath of Gen. Wolfe" and the other “A Tale 
of the Monk and the Jew." - 

In the Magazine for April I find but one proba- 
ble e»ntribution by Paine, namely Cupid and Hy- 
men.“ signed “Esop.” 

Daring all tne rest of the year T discover only 
two contributions by Paine to the Magazine, to wit: 
two poems by “Atlanticus,” both in the July num 
ber. 

It sppears, therefore, that all the editorial assist- 
ance rendered by Paine to tke publisher of the Penn- 
sylvania M igazine, was upon two or three of the 


| earlier wumbers. 


It certainly ended by about the 1st of April; and 
for the suffisient reason that Paine was not there 
during all the rest cf the year. 

O ı the 213t of January, 1775, the first number of 
a weekly paper called The Geisis appeared in London 
The principal object of the publication was to oppose 
the British ministry in their conduct of affairs, espe- 
cially in regard to America. The writers were anony- 
mous and audacious. The leading article in the first 
number may bav been written by Paine, who was at 
that time in Pailadelphia. At all eventa, a series of 
articles contributed to The Crisis by Casca," begin- 
ning April 15 h and continuing for a year, were un- 
doubtedly wr.tten by Paine. 

About the time of the vnblieation of the first 
letter of“ Ossa," April 15 1775 Paine was in Lon 
don. What brought him there? Hostilities had be- 
gun in America, and the most pressing need of the 
colonies was gunpowder. This need was doubtless 
anticipstsd by Paine, who took his depsrture before 
the first bloodshed at L xingtor, Apr. 19. 1775. In 
Ostober, 1775 Gen. Washington had penved up 
Gen. Howe in Boston, but dared not advance one 
step because he had not five rounds of powder. 
Io Dscemver D'. F a k'in sent a letter to M Du- 
mas, in F ance, by a Mr. Storey, inslosing £100 to 
defray expenses in proeuriog s shipment or «mal 
arma, ammunition, and saltpeter. 

Previously in the same year Charles Biddle was 
sent to France to procure munitions of war, and in 


months after the first issue of The Crisis. 


| January, 1776 he returned with a cargo of saltpeter. 


Hence 1 Infer that Paine went first cf all on a 
like mission in April, 1775 and returned by the 1:6 
of January, 1776 ready to put to press his pam- 
phlet, Common Sense.“ 

My discovery that Casca" was Paine was made 
in Oct., 1880, and four days after that discovery I was 
bappy to fiud that Librarian Spc fford had anticipated 
me, his identification of the writer being based, bow- 
ever, not on the series of articles by Onsca,” but on 
an extra number of The Orisie, published separately 
in a pamphlet and entitled “A Crisis Extraordinary.” 
It was dated Aug. 9, and was all about Gen. Gage’s 
proclamation of June 12 hin Boston. Taking a text 
from Horace, Projecit ampullas, the writer gave it a 
free translation thus: — 

O 1 souls, of slavery more than death afraid 
Gage wastes his pardons or his gasconade. 

The earlier numbers of The Crisis were reprinted 
in American newspapers, and I hav here a reprint 
of the first twenty-eigbt numbers in a book, by John 
Anderson, New York, 1776. 

I hav, furthermore, tnis advertisement. clipped . 
from Holyoake’s “ Reasoner,” March 25 1855: 

Paine’s Crisis 1775, . . This rare book was ordered to 
be burned by the common hangman, in the Palace yard, 
Westminster. : 

Ten of these twenty-eight numbers are signed 
“Oasea,” and several more unsigned are undoubt- 
edly his. 

Who started the publication of The Orisis in 
London? Franklin had been insulted at court and 
was about to leave E 3gland forever. Already he had 
sent Paine to Paiiadelphia with letters of introduc- 
tion. But he bimself did not embark until three 
Paine 
and Franklin were bosom-friends, and worked to- 
gether even when far apart. Without their secret 
work American independence would not hav been 
achieved. Is it, therefore, any exaggeration to say 
that Paine and Franklin made this nation? 

* Oagea " was unknown to the publisher of The 
Crisis, avd was in or sbout London from April or 
May till December, 1775 as appears by repeated ref- 
erences to the unkaown contributor in the paper 
itself. 

** Casos’s laat communication was in tbe paper 
dated April 18 1776. The writer was then in Amer- 
ies, and his Common Sense" had gone through 
many editions. 

The cause of America was the princ'pal theme of 
“Qasca.” In his first letter, dated April 15, 1775, 
as says: 

Hav the Americans ever yet been (though if men they 
shorily will be) in arms? Hav they yet bad a prespect 
of any other terms than such as would make hem slaves ? 
.. . They are not destitute of a`ms already, and they 
will be supplied with more in spite of our vigilant fleet. 

Four days after the date of this letter, or rather 
of The Orisis containing it, the massacre at Lexing- 
ton occurred. 

In “Oasca’s” letter on May 6, 1775, he says, 
addressing De. Johnson : 

I once more call America a nation, and a great nation. 
Too far distant from the mother country to receive from 
her either immediate or timely assistarce on any sudden for- 
eign attack, she must in such a case find succor within her- 
self or perish. 

In Paine's Common Sense” we fird the same 
sentiment elaborated; and in ''Casea's" next par- 
agraph the words “common sense” occur, as if 
foreshadowing his work in America. 

If unwarrantable oppression may be resisted upon revolu- 
tion principles, the tie between E gland and America is act- 
ually dissolved, our protection is withdrawn, our tyrannic 
sword unsheathed, and common sense proclaims aloud that 
obedience in America is no more. 

* Oasca,” being in Eaglaud at this time, had not 
yet heard of the battle of Lexington, and Paine in 
his Common Sense” says: 

No man was a warmer wisher for a reconciliation than 
myself, before the fatal 19 h of April, 1775. U 

But the subsequent letters of Oasca” all breathe 
the spirit of American iv dependence. 

The Crisis of June, 1775 contains a letter “ To the 
K ng," which, though unsigned, was doubtless writ- 
ten by Oasca.” This was j ist after the news of the 
massacre at Lexington had reached Eagland. I 
quote the first paragraph: 

Sir: Like that fell monster and infernal tyrant, Charles 
the First, you are determined to deluge the land with inno. 
cent blood. Fired with rege at the more than savage bar- 
barity of your mercenary troops. your cursed instruments of 
slaughter in America. I can no longer keep within the 
bounds of decency. The breast of every true Englishman 
must be filled with indignation, and that respect which is 
due to a king will be Jost in a noble zeal for the preservation 
of our country and fellow-subjects. 

The publication of The Crisis in Eeglend ceased 
after the D⸗alar- tion of Indep^ Aaroa n 1776. 

On the 234 of Docemb-r, 1776. a little pamphlet 
was printed in America called “The Crisis," by 
„Common Sense" written upon a drumhesd by 
Thomas Paine, a private in General Washington'g 
arm*. : 

To the foregoing facts and arguments I will now 
add: 
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1 Ta the work of editing the Pennsylvania 
Magazine was next to nothing, the only articie of an 
editorial nature being the brief introduction to the 
first number, which Paine says he was not con- 
cerned in. 

2 That Paine's own contributions were undoubt- 

ediy gratuitous, it beiag an unswerving principle 
with him to t» k» no pay for and make no profit from 
his literary wok. 
3 Taat the assistance rendered by him was prob- 
abiy canvassing for subscribers, the number of 
whom, he says, had risen from six hundred to fifteen 
hundred since he first a*sisted the publisher, and 
was daily increasing. For this work, even before 
entering into terms with Mr. Aitkin, he would be 
entitled to s commission ; and the pay would come 
as fast as the money was collected. Consequently 
the publisher's book would show (as indeed I am 
informed it does) paymanta made to Tnomas Paine 
all through the year 1775 In his absence they 
would of course ba received by his authorizad agent 
or eubstitute. 

4 But whatever engagement Paine may hav made 
with the publisher bis sudden departure from this 
country was a thing he would strive to k-ep ae 
secret as possible; and if, ss was quite likely, Robert 

‘Aitkin was a Scotch Tory, Paine would hav bad the 
atrongest motiv to hoodwink bim with the under 
standing that he would soon return and attend to 
his work in person. - 

And now in conclusion, Mr. Conway will remember 
that before his article appeared in the Nation I 
warned him against committing errors in writing a 
life of Paine, and thas be cheerfally invited my 
criticism. I am sorry to find so many errors iu the 
article reviewed, and hope they will be fewer in the 
forthooming biography. W. H. Bore. 

Washington. D. C., March 8 1891. 


— eoe 
Recent Gems-from the R ligious Press. 

The Independent of the 12 n inst. in its leading 
‘article on the L gic of Miracles,“ says in substar ce: 

The Christian church cannot move a single step toward 
tke exclusion of superna uralism from the B ble without 
taking from it its divine authority, and sinking it to the com- 
mon level of other books. The“ Thus saitn the Lord” is 
gone and all that remains is the Thus saith man. 

As well may we speak of the dryness of water, the 
sunlight of the evering, the impartiality of human 
jastice, or the humanity of Jay Gould as speak 
soberly of the Logio of Miracles. Logic is defined 
as the science of the laws of thought, and thought 
fiads its logical limitation within the natural environ- 
ment in which man finds himself. The moment 
thought seeks to transcend this limitation that mo- 
meut it becomes vague and illogical and woefully 
lacking of a basic principle. To ascribe the origin 
of ancient miracles to a God or Gods is still more 
illogical, from the fact that the origin of the God or 
Gods themselvs is vailed in a mystery which is the 
direct antithesis of logical thought. Pis 

T ae fact is that this manufactured exhibit marked 
A 1 is composed of most delicate materials, and 
altnough it is called God almighty and said to be all 
powerful, eto., yet its keepers are terribly nervous 
and yell at the top of their voices at the mere 
shadow of the approach of reason with a stick in its 
hand, for fear that an inquisitorial punch in the ribs 
may produce its utter coilapse into crumbling ruins. 

The great danger to the religious circus is from 
the keepers themselvs, who, although they are 
trained to the business and taught due reverence for 
its colossal Jambo, yet will in spite of the fran. 
tic appeals of old ring-masters and clowns, keep 

raising up the blanket which covers it and exposing 
the hideous sores and ulcers which are fast eating 
away its very existence. Says the Independent 
“Any system of criticism, be it high or low, that 
attempts to accommodate itself in whole or in part 
to the demands of any form cf Infidelity (or ressos ) 
will undermine the foundation of its own faith.” 
We would suggest that it might be well to issue an 
order to these employees forbidding them to raise 
or allow others to raise Jumbo’s blanket, on the same 
principle that a saw-mill exhibits the familiar sign, 
“ Don’t monkey with the buzz saw when in motion.” 


The Christian at Work, under the caption of an 
atticle called “The Tree Tested by its Fruits,” inti 
mates that all efforts at reform from Positivists and 
Freethinkers hav come to naught, and thus ex- 
presses it: . 

Now what hav the Positivists done since the death of 
Comte? They hav indeed carried on the work of speculativ 
philosophy, but to what good purpose? ` Meanwhile asvlums 
and hospitals hav been going up, and now all Eagland is 
ringing with a plan for alleviating misery and wretchedness, 

and all this the work of Christian men. 

Sseing that misery and wretchedness is the logical 
output of Christianity, that it is born, reared, and 
nurtured into colossal proportions under the benefi- 
cerca of Obristian civil zstion,” we see no good res- 
son why Ohristians should pat take care of the vio 
tims of their iniquity. The Freethinkers and Posi- 

tivists by reason of the wide prevalence of ignorant 
. superstition through which the masses are taught 
that it is a certain God's will that they should be 


poor and miserable while others should be rich and 
happy, fi.d their way blocked by bigotry, intoler- 
ance, and an animal fear which the church haa im- 
planted in its deluded followers, Will the Chris 

tian at Work tell us whence comes this misery and 
wretereduess Of which ıt speaks? Not from gen- 
erous N ature, which the chureh blasphemes by hand 

ing it over to an infernal God; not from the delib 

erate choice of the victims themselvs; whenes comes 
if then? It comes from the impish environment of 
the masses produced by the seifi-hness which ia the 
natural corollary of supernatural religion. E imi- 
nate that curse, make the land free, and you ca: 

close up your “ hospitals” and “homes” and “ asy- 

lums,” and mankind can at last come into possession 

of its natural heritsge—tbe earth. 


The Christian Intell gencer tells us how very goo 
bibliolators are in these worde : 

Those who accept the Bible with simple (^b, how sim- 
ple!) unquestioning faith, count the words as coming from 
God, wiin no regad for higher criticism nor any other criti 
cism, become saintly, are divinely sustained in iríala, endure 
hardness cheerfully ; these hav more holiness, godlit ess, ep:r. 
ituality, than those who do not accept the scripiures witb 
like faith. 

Hear us, ye factory hands who toil from sunrise 
until sunset; hear us, ye miners who risk your live 
that ye may not starve; hear us, ye railroad men; bea: 
us, all ye toilers of the earth, who barely liv upon the 
wages ye receive, do ye not know that if you wil 
endure hardness cheerfully you only hav to become 
a bibliolator, swallow the B.ble at one gulp, snd yor 
shall be fed and clothed and housed spiritually. I 
is true you may faint with hunger, that you may b: 
evicted from your home and left to free z and starve 
to death on the highway with your helpless family dy 
ing about you—in fact, you may all finally die fron 
this treatment, but do not blame the boss or the su 
perintendent because they gather around their cos; 
fireplace for evenipg prayer; remember you are + 
bibliolator and it is God's will that you should svff-r. 
Smile and die bappy, my dear brother, bless God 
with your Jatest breath, and pray for the boss and 
superintendent. They need it badly. 


The Christian Inquirer says in regard to the 
whereabouts of E jsh’s body: 

There is a point beyond which a zeal for knowledge i 
simply impertmepce. Seeking to know what had become ot 


Elijah: the sons of the prophet were rebuked after their un 
successful search. 


This was rather hard on the sons. O! course 
they were curious to know what had become of th: 
old man. Suppose we should, in this day, regarc 
such seeking of knowledge as an impertinence ? 
What would become of eur detectiv bureau? Sha 
we probibit wives and sons from seeking husband: 
and fathers? It is true they may not light out i 
a chariot of fire, but the Montreal special has born: 
away to Canadian shores many a Christian ornamen’ 
to society, some of whom hav never been hear 
from, as was the case with E jsh. But then no on 
ever rebuked the sons for hunting for them or tb: 
wives for finding out whether they went cff with 
another woman or nof. I presume most of E jah" 
relativa are dead and it will be of no use for me t. 
express s suspicion which has lurked in my mind fo: 
years, and that is that it might be possible tha“ 
there was an understanding between Ebjsh and 
his son E isba, and that instead of going up i: 


a chariot of fire he made of his son sn immorts 


liar, and sneaked cff with a young woman of Gilgal. 
This may not be historically correct, but it will hold 
its own with the rest of the story. 


The Christian Union reviews the utterances of 
other religious journals in criticising D Briggs’: 
position, and exoresses surprise that hyper. 
orthodoxy and Infidelity should endeavor to forbié 
tbe banns which unite reason and scripture.” It ir 
a surprise to me to hear that there ever was sn* 
uvity between resson and scripture, or any idea of 
their being joiued in wedlock, D-. Abbott says 
“which unite Rason and Scripture,” conveying the 
idea that they are already married. We are inclined 
to believe that Dr. Abbott is mistaken, and that at 
the worst they hav only been flirting. That the two 
opposit extremists should forbid the banns is an 
evidence that at least for once they hav agreed upor 
a very proper thing to do. They are totally ur fitted 
for each other, and their ancestors hav waged per 
petual war against one another for centuries past, 
and it is impossible for them to be even on friendly 
terms, and the professor or doctor who tries the role 
of matoh. maker for this incongruous couple will fiod 
himself in the position of the man who tried to msk- 
peace between a fighting Irishman and his wife— 
pap both turned upon him and beat him unmerci- 

ully. 

Dr. Abbott says the scripture everywhere appeals 
to reason, but he fails to say just where we ean fiad 
this appeal, and we cannot see how the nature of re- 
ligion assists in the development of perfect manhood. 
Perfect manhood sould include in its constituents 


such a love as to protect the race from ir justice and 
legalized wrong. Wil D. Abbott show a few spe ei- 
mens of such a perfect manhood which Christianity 
has produced? Cannot D. Abbott see the reason- 
abieness of setting thiogs right in this world which 
we know.are wrong, before we speculate upon our 
prospects in another world of which we know abso- 
lately nothing? Subordinating the affsirs of this 
ife to the Aopes for another, is insulting to the 
beoeficence of nature of which we are the ungrateful 
recipients. 

The absurdity of D: Abbott’s remark “that 
it would be just as rational to declare that one 
bnegates his reason in accepting Legendre's Geom- 
‘try as to declare that he abnegates it in accepting 
she Bible, is but another proof of the power of su- 
serstition over minds otherwise logical. It is piti- 
sbie. 


The Christian Advocate, alluding to a letter sent 
o the Tribune anent the late Atheist, Charles Brad- 
augb, givs a remark which the writer of the letter 
slaims to bav made to Bradlaugh, and which (says 
he Advocate) can be applied to every Atheist or 
L fidel in ihe world. This is the remark said to 

av ben made by Mr. Steinitz to Mr. Bradlaugh: 

You cannot solve the great mystery of life and of time and 
f space. If you wish to dissuade people from believing in 
zonfucmue, Moses. Christ, and Mohammed, you certainly 
cannot expect them to believe in Bradlaugh. 

Aside from the manifest unfairness of repeating a 
‘emark made to a person who is now dead end also 
ob giving his reply thereto, waiting as it were until 
iis lips are forever closed and then launching it 
‘orth, a one-sided sffair for the benefit of the church, 
side from this there is absolutely nothing in it that 
my Infidel could not answer, nay, would rather seek 
o hav such s question propounded that in ite reply 
1e might forever silence the propegation of the false 
10tion that Atheists or Infidels are seeking for a 
oersonal following, such as Moses, Christ, or other 
prophets gathered about them. 

The Freethinker, Atheist, Infidel, or whatever 
1ame he may be called by, advises his friends to fol- 

ow no man, priest, God, or devil ; to believe nothing 
hat is not consistent with hia reason. Ha does not 
vait bis hook to catch silly fish who bite only to be 
saten, as thecbureh does. Hs does not seek converts 
0 any afirmativ views of his own. He pleads with 
nan to use his own reasoning power to free himself 
rom error and eupersti'ion, and the one single per- 
on he tells his friend to believe in is himself. 

Followers of anybody or-anything enslave them- 
elvs and become voluntary prisoners, They debase 
hemselva by becoming mere copyista of a man per- 
‘aps inferior on the whole to tbemselvs. 

Tnis has been the deadly foe to progress and re- 
‘orm, and we would ask Mr. Steinitz to tax bis mem- 
ory a little further end giv Mr. Bradleugh's answer 
o his wonderful question. He has done remarkably 
vell with his query; perbaps he can do as well with 
ihe answer. 


The Examiner, that rigid Baptist "sheet, actually 
levotes a column to “Ouida” and her asenult on 
Nbristianity published in the Worth American Re- 
niew, and is at a loss to discover the grounds on 
shich the editor of so generally respectable a period- 
eal should hav chosen as the assailent of Ohristian- 
ty the curious and rather disreputable person who: 
inder the name of ‘O1ida’ has for many years in- 
tested ovrrent literature.“ After thoroughly posting 

O 1ida" up for ber cordial batred of our country- 
women,” by relating an alleged interview between 
me of our eountrywomen and the in fester of our- | 
ent literature," the Læuminer deals more with the 
sbaracter of the assailant than the matter assailed, 
refuge that lawyers often take in a poor case— 
attack the character of the opposing principal. 

The interview cr * call" on O uda is thus given: 
“An American woman risked a call upon her in 
Fiorence spd was greeted with the remark, ‘I don't 
sare to receive Americans, they are so ignorent and 
apderbred." To wbicb, says the Zuaminer, our 
‘ountrywomen with becoming spirit replied, “ I sup- 
pose you think so because they read so many ot 
your nasty books.” If the books are nasty,“ we do 
cot see that our countrywoman” helped her cage 
or gave more evidence of the lady than d:d Ouida in 
her very rude greeting. The arraignment of Ohris- 
tianity which Ouida makes c ffars nothing new in the 
way of piercing the vulnerable armor of the church, 
avd it is mentioned not so much for its own inherent 
appositness as to note the fact that the subject is 
becoming so interesting snd popular as a theme fcr 
essays and debates that O jide, a sensational novel- 
ist, writes on it for a periodical like the North 
American R-view and that the editor of the Tram- 
iner reviews her article and writes her name and 
does not report the swell of brimstone in the air 
while doing it. Surely we are progressing. 

Wm Arrrw SMITE. 

196 Broadway Nw York, N. Y. 


— — . — — — » 
Senp for catalog of our publications. Sent free 


a broad, noble, unselfish love for our race, 80 full of i on application. 


180 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 21. 


The Torch of Reason vs. The Pansy. 

The desirability, if not necessity, of an appropriate 
emblem for all classes of Freethinkers, Liberals, and 
Seoularists must be conceded ; in fact, a popular de- 
mand for such a badge must be supplied. What 
shall it be? A design symbolical of the glorious 
work and principles we are contending for, at once 
suitable, self-explanatory, beautiful, attractiv, novel, 
and original; or something commonplace, inappro- 
priate, without sense or meaning, and moreover the 
public property of every man, woman, and child, a 
common article of adornment found upon every five- 
cent counter, in every millinery and jewelry estab- 
lishment, a flower which already is worn by thou- 
sands who would indignantly scorn any connections 
with the Liberal or Secular propaganda, and which 
represents religious thought even more than pro- 
gressiv thought? 

Some ten years ago the late Miss Churchill placed 
upon the market a small, modest emblem represent- 
ing U. M. L. (for Universal Mental Liberty), and a 
globe, symbolieal of Universal Mental Liberty over 
the world. It had a moderate sale, and the writer 
occasionally received orders forthe same. Being de- 
sirous of improving the rather humble design, I con- 
ferred with Miss Ohurchill concerning her price for 
a half interest in the same, including privilege to 
remodel it. From a letter, now before me, I quote 
her startling answer: “Providing your improve- 
ment on my design is pleasing to me, and providing 
a joint patent can be obtained, I make you the fol. 
lowing offer: That you and I take out a joint patent 
in the United States, you to furnish the meaus to do 
so, and for the sum of $14,000 (!!!), 82 000 down 
and good security for the balance at five per cent in- 
„terest, the $12 000 to be paid in $1,500 payments 
every six months, I will assign to you my part of 
the patent for the United States.— Lucy Churchill.“ 
This letter, which can be seen by anyone calling at 
my store, and its exorbitant proposition, induced me 
to originate and patent an entirely difterent design, 
and one which quickly superseded Mies Oburchili’s, 
as by far the more beautiful and appropriate em. 
blem of the two. I not having the time or the 
needed capital to properly “ push” the badge, it bas 
not had as large a sale as it otherwise would hav 
had, yet thousands of them, of both sizes, are worn 
by many of the best men and women in the United 
States. I hav voluntary testimonials from almost 
every prominent Liberal in the United States, a fow 
of which I will here append. 

From Mies Ida Oraddock, written a few days be- 
fore the last congress, and in response to a diamond 
badge sent her conditionally that she would wear it, 
which, of course, implied that she indorsed it as the 
most suitable emblem for Liberals: 

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 7, 1890. 

Dear Sm: Your favor of 2d inst. at hand, inclosing $10 
for the American Secular Union, for which we thank you 
heartily. The Freethought badge-pin also arrived safely, 
and I need hardly say how delighted I am with it. I 
deeply appreciate this token of your esteem and shall be 
Only too pleased to wear it, especially at our coming con- 
gress. The design is beautiful, appropriate, effectiv, and 
the more one looks at it, the more it grows upon One. Oae 
thing which especially pleases me in it is the arch of biue 

‘sky around Freethought, which suggests the freedom 
which Liberals, and only Liberals, possess of reaching 
upward and outward for new truths, through all infinity of 
space and time. But the whole design is eminently suitable 


for what it is intended to symbolize, and again I thank you 
for this gift. Yours very truly, Ipa C. Crappoor. 


PORTLAND, OREGON. 
Your beautiful badge-pin received. To say that it is 
beautiful ia simply to repeat what everyone says who looks 
at it. To say that the design covers the whole field of our 
work is to say what all must recognize at a glance. 
Martz P. KREKEL. 


c Freemont, WASH. 

In my perambulations I find every intelligent worker in 
the ranks of Infidelity desirous to possess and proud to wear 

‘the beautiful and appropriate emblem your genius has 
designed. It enables genuin Liberals to show their colors. 
All who love the cause of Universal Mental Liberty, all who 
desire the flag of liberty to wave above the cross of cruelty, 
all who devote time and means to keep aflame the torch of 
reason that it may illumin the darkness of superstition, are 
proud to wear the badge-pin, the emblem that so fully ex- 
Presses their sentiments. The pansy represents nothing or 
anything ; all characters, no characters; priest, parson, or 
school-girl can wear it; it is suitable to all who hav no 
convictions, aims, or purpose, or wish to disguise or conceal 
their true intent. 

Only honest, outspoken men and women will bear the 
burning torch of reason and openly declare themselvs in 
favor of Free Thought,” the enemies of superstition. 

C. B. REYNOLDS, 
Sec. Wash. Sec. Union. 


In view of these facts, what are we to think of the 
duplieity of our secretary, who, ten or fourteen days 
after writing the above letter, upon her own respon- 
sibility champions the adoption of a pansy; and 
now again, without consulting the great body of 
Liberals who sustain her in office, upon so important 
a question appeals to the “ patriotism of every Free- 
thinker,” in an expensiv pamphlet paid from fund: in 
our treasury, to adopt the pansy “as a silent, unob. 
trusiv testimony of his principles," ete.? Being pe- 
cuniarily interested, I reluctantly write this article, at 
the risk of my motivs being misconstrued, but I 
will add that when my design is improved upon or a 


more appropriate emblem suggested by Miss Orad- 
dock or anyone else I will cheerfully withdraw mine 
and use my utmost influence to induce all to wear 
the best badge. But until then I protest against 
the arbitrary usurpation of a single individual to 
attempt to crowd upon a vast army of intellectual 
men and women an emblem without .sense, without 
meaning, and which no doubt in France or other 
countries will soon be superseded by the aun of sei- 
ence and torch of reason. Let every Liberal vote 
or speak his mind upon this important question. 

Respectfully submitted, Orr) WETTSTEIN. 

Rochelle, Ill. 

— — . — 


Washington Secular Union. 


The annual convention of the Washington Secular 
Union was held at G. A. R. Hull, Seattle, on Sunday, 
Feb. 22 1891. Despite bad weather, counter attrac- 
tions, and other disadvantages, there was a good 
attendance and very earnest interest. 

The delegates and members assembled realized 
it was not a mere hurrah gathering, but a business 
meeting for the purpose of conferring together and 
deciding on the best course to adopt to carry out 
the aims and objects of the organization. The 
morning and afternoon sessions were devoted to this 
purpose, and with excellent results. 

The report of the secretary, reciting what bad 
been accomplished during the year, the first of the 
organization, and making suggestions connected 
therewith, awoke much enthusiasm. 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 
To the Officers and Members of the Washington Secular Union 
in Convention Assembled : 

Ladies and Gentlemen: The work of your secretary I hav 
found to be onerous. demanding zeal, persistence, and untir- 
ing industry. The first important matter demanding action 
was in regard to 

PAID OHAPLAINS IN THE LEGISLATURE. 

Your secretary wrote a number of letters of remonstrance 
to members of the house and senate. 

The following letter to Hon. A. H. Eddy, from Snohomish, 
is a sample: 

Orriog oF WASBINGTON SEOULAR UNION, SEATTLE, 
Feb. 3, 1890. 

Hon. A. H. Eppy, My Dear Sir: The Liberals of our 
state hav just completed practical organization. 
is to secure Secularization of our government—to keep 


church and state forever separate and our flag above the 
cross. 


While it may not be advisable to publicly express our. 


appreciation of your efforts to enforce compliance with the 
constitution, and put an end to paid chaplains in the houses 
of legislation and exemption of church property from taxa- 
tion, we desire to assure you of our earnest support and 
sympathy in your efforts in that direction, and that you may 
depend on the Liberals’ grateful remembrance of your serv- 
ices in behalf of equal rights to all. 

If you can suggest any service or action on our part that 
wil be helpful in preventing payment of chaplains and to 
abolish the office, please drop me a line, and you can rely on 
your suggestions meeting prompt and energetic action. 

Your friend and coworker for reason, right, and truth, 

C. B. Reynorps, Sec. W. S. U. 

Success crowned our firet endeavor. And it is a strange 
fact that since the legislature cut off the salary of the chap- 
lains prayers hav been like angels’ visits, few and far be- 
tween. It is perhaps wicked to think that prayers come and 
goat the beck and call of the ‘‘almighty—dollar.” It may 
be more charitable to believe that the ministers ceased pray- 
ing at the capital because of the lack of appreciable effect on 
the members. . 

OATHS AND AFFIRMATIONS. 

The constitution especially guarantees, Art. i, Sec. 5.: 

The mode of administering an oath or affirmation shall 
be such as may be most consistent with and binding upon 
the conscience of the person to whom such oath or affirma- 
tion may be administered.” 

Bec. 2. ** Absolute freedom of conscience in all matters of 
religious sentiment, belief, and worship shall be guaranteed 
to every individual." 

Yet in several courts of law witnesses were required to 
take oath or make affirmation with raised hand. Your sec- 
retary promptly called the attention of the judiciary to the 
constitutional bill of rights, and wrote articles for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, Investigator, and Jronclad Age. Know your 
rights and dare maintain them.” The right is now conceded 
in all courts of the atate, that no person in the state of Wash- 
ington can legally be required to take any form of oath or 
any special form of affirmation other than such as shall be 
most consistent and binding upon their conscience. 

No person when making an affirmation need to raise their 
band, bow their knee, sit, stand, or assume any particular 
position other than such as best suits their own pleasure and 
convenience. : 

NO QUESTIONS AS TO RELIGIOUS BELIEF. 

No judge, no lawyer, juror, nor any other person has any 
right, in any court of justice in this state, to question a wit- 
ness or juror in regard to his or her opinion, belief, or disbe- 
lief on matters of religion. i 

TAXATION OF OHUROH PROPERTY. 

In this connection your secretary desires to express admi- 
ration and gratitude to that noble Liberal, our lamented 
treasurer, the late Geo. M. Boman. He was ever ready to 
giv advice, to make sacrifices, and do hard, efficient work to 
advance the cause of mental liberty, and secure entire and 
complete divorce of church and state. He very greatly 
helped to make my position as secretary endurable, ever in- 
apiring to renewed hope, courage, and endeavor. Realizing 
the need of prompt action to defeat the subtle schemes of 
the combined church organizations, and that delays are dan- 
gerous, he anticipated some of the work of the Union. He 
commissioned Watson Heston to design a cartoon to show 
most forcibly the injustice of exempting church property 
from taxation, and under the title of ‘‘ Taxed and Untaxed ” 
most ably did Heston fill the order. At Mr. Boman’s re- 
quest, I wrote the leaflet, ** Words of Wisdom,” and mailed 
inree thousand copies of the cartoon and leaflet to Liberals 
throughout the state, with requests that they would induce 
friends to sign and forward the accompanying letter, with 
cartoon and leaflet, to their members of the legislature, Mr. 
Boman paying the entire cost. 


1891. 


Our object | backed in their just demands by all the genuin 


I would respectfully call the attention of the convention 
to the fact that the only real advantage of petitions is that 
seeking signatures calls attention to, and arouses interest in, 
the question at issue. Signatures are easily obtained, but 
hav little or no weight with legislators. But if personal let- 
ters are sent by voters to the members of the house and sen- 
ate, urging certain action, every such letter tells, because 
each letter is positiv evidence of a voter's real interest and 
desires, and no politician can afford to ignore the personal 
desires of a large and wide-awake number of his conastit- 
uents. : 

Every member of both houses of the legislature was del- 
uged with letters inclosing the cartoon and leaflet, signed by 
voters of their respectiv precincts—a gentle hint that if they 
fail to work and vote for right and justice, those voters will 
fail to work and vote for them next election. 

i We need to use the same tactics in repeal of all Sunday 
aws. 

Thanks to tht indomitable energy of our treasurer, Geo. 
M. Boman, and the efforts of the Washington Secular 
Union, the revenue bill passed by the last legislature decrees 
that all church property, private school, and hospital prop- 
erty shall be taxed at full valuation; aud this is in strict ac- 
cord with the constitution, and every principle of right and 
justice. 

Your secretary wrote an open letter to Governor Ferry, 
which was published in Seattle and Tacoma papers of June 
27th and 29th, calling his attention to the law, and urging 
him to use his rightful authority in compelling assessors to 
comply with that law. Some fifty copies of the Tacoma 
Globe containing the letter to Governor Ferry were sent to 
assessors of the different counties. 

On July 11th I published a letter to Attorney-general 
Jones, in answer to his of July 6th, in regard to taxation of 
church property, and over one hundred copies were distrib- 
uted by mail. 

I received a letter from a member of the house committee 
on the revenue bill, himself an earnest Liberal, informing me 
that the emergency clause was not attached to the bill be- 
cause it was understood the churches should hav one year 
of grace to pay their taxes, 80 they could not complain that 
it was a burden suddenly sprung upon them; that if a case 
was now made in the courts, the churches would concen- 
trate efforts to effect repeal of the law at the next session of 
the legislature, but if the matter rested till next assessment, 
the law would be surely enforced, and its repeal be almost 
impossible. : 

We need to heed the admonition of Washington, Eter- 
nal vigilance is the price of liberty.” There is need of 
every Liberal in the state joining our Organization, and of 
the election in each precinct of an executiv officer as vice- 
president of the state society, so they can in their official ca- 
pacity, as the representativa of Liberals of their respectiv pre- 
cincts, demand compliance with the law, knowing they are 
‘iberals of 
the state. 

SUNDAY LAWS. 

Any law enforcing Sunday observance, or the religious ob- 
servance of any feast, fast, or holy day, isa violation of our 
constitution, which declares: ‘‘ Absolute freedom of con- 
science in all matters of religious sentiment, belief, and wor- 
ship shall be guaranteed to every individual.“ No one 
shall be disturbed in person or property on account of relig- 
ion.’ n 
Hence no person pursuing any legitimate occupation, or 
lawful pleasure or pastime, on Sunday, any more than on 
any other day of the week, can be disturbed because of any 
one else's religious sentiments. What is lawful on any one 


day in the week is equally lawful on every other day of the 


week. i 

Early in October, under the scheming of Rev. Wilbur 
Crafts, who made his headquarters at Tacoma, from whence 
he issued instructions to his dupes and unprincipled emis- 
saries, the fanatics of Seattle endeavored to enforce the ter- 
ritorial Sunday law, and arrested the proprietors of three 
barber-shops for keeping open shop and working on Bunday. 
Two, not members of our Union, were scared into paying 
$25 fine, and promising to close their shops on Sunday 
thenceforth. Mr. Christopher belongs to the Washington 
Secular Union. He retained counsel before he was aware 
that the society would defend him. His counsel was as- 
sisted by our president, R. Winsor. Judge Rivers decided 
that the word ‘‘trade” in the statute does not apply to 
handicraft or mechanical labor, or ordinary work or occu- 
pation, but to sale or barter of goods or merchandise. The 
prisoner was discharged. Two weeks later Mr. Christopher 
was again arrested, and this time taken before the superior 
court. The Sunday fanatics retained able counsel to assist 
the prosecuting attorney. Every possible effort was made 
to secure a conviction. We entered a demurrer that the 
court had no original jurisdiction in any such cases accord- 
ing to the statute. The court sustained the demurrer. The 
prisoner was discharged. 

Exasperated by ‘repeated failure, the fanatics swore out 
warrants and had the principal clothing merchants arrested 
for violation of the Sunday Jaw. After many delays, the 
case of Mr. Hershbergh, a member of the Union, was made 
atest case. Col. James H. Lewis and General Metcalf ap- 
peared for the defense. The jury promptly rendered a ver- 
dict of acquital. All the prisoners were discharged. 

In the case at Spokane Falls the jury promptly acquitted. 

In the last case at Tacoma, that of a barber, not à mem- 
ber of the Washington Secular Union, his counsel applied 
for and we furnished him with brief, made up from the 
Seattle cases. The jury promptly acquitted, and the court 
very Wisely decreed that the fanatics who instituted the 
persecution should pay all the costs—since which they hav 
remained quite passiv. 

Thus our victory is complete and the fanatics are utterly 
routed. We should hav preferred that a case should be 
carried to the supreme court and decided. Fanatics still 
hav power to annoy by procuring arrests, 

There is great interest in this subject, and now would be 
just the right time to issue a leaflet or small pamphlet giv- 
ing in concise form the biblical, historical, and legal facts 
in regard to Sunday laws and Sunday observance. Such a 
pamphlet would at this time be eagerly read by all classes. 

RELIGIOUS EXEROISES IN PUBLIO SOHOOLS. 

The law requires appeals to be made to the local school 
board. Not till relief or justice has been refused by the 
board, can an appeal be made to the superior court for a 
mandamus. 

Your secretary has done an immense amount of writing 
to various school boards, and in several cases succeeded in 
obtaining orders to teachers to comply with the constitution 
and cease all religious exercises in connection with school 
work. 

Once we can obtain a decision of the supreme court, all 
religious exercises and instruction in any public school of 
Washington will end forever. 
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The most devout Christians are really as much interested 


as Liberals ín the enforcement of the wise provisions of the 
constitution prohibiting religious exercise or instruction in 


our public schools; for if, just now while Protestants are in 
a majority it is right to read the Protestant Bible, repeat the 
Lord's Prayer, and sing gospel hymns, soon Catholics may 
be in the majority and insist on reading the Catholic Bible, 
repeating prayers to the Virgin Mary, and performing high 
mass. . 

Why has not the one as much right in our public schools 
- a8 the other? 

The law, our constitution, is all on our side of right, but 
the arrogant assumptions, the law-breaking proclivities, of 
priests and parsons render an appeal to the courts to enforce 
their obedience to its just requirements an absolute neces- 
sity. No other remedy will avail. 

THE STATE UNIVERSITY. 

Modifications, considerable concessions, hav been made in 
regard to old-style chapel servicés, but religious exercises are 
persisted in, contrary to the letter and spirit of the constitu- 
tion and the law. Your secretary has been compelled to let 
the matter go by default, the president in his legal capacity 
refusing to take action till ample funds are in the treasury 
to meet his retaining fees and all legal expenses. 

THANKSGIVING PROOLAMATION. ; 

Crowded with other duties, I failed to mail a letter of re- 
monstrance to Governor Ferry against making proclama- 
tion of Thanksgiving as a religious holiday. hile we con- 
cede the right of appointing legal holidays, in which no per- 
gon could be compelled to transact business, yet, my letter 
said, the servants of the people hav no right to settle the 
vexed questionof which God is to be-worshiped, nor ap- 
point any set time, or recommend the observance of any set 
time, for such worship. My letter continued, that Force 
and Energy” are regarded by the most intelligent citizens of 
Washington as the supreme ruler of the Universe,“ and 
that the citizens of Washington, when they bad cause of grat- 
itude to any God, or man, were fully competent to select 
time and mode of returning thanks without any instructions 
from their servants or politicians. Governor Ferry kindly 
inclosed me a copy of his proclamation, informing me that 
it had been prepared before he received my letter. 

I would respectfully urge that every Liberal in Washing- 
ton write a letter to the governor upon this subject not later 
than September of next year. 

TO WIN WOMEN’S HELP. 

One of our greatest needs is to win the hearty coóperation 
of good women. Success depends on our doing so. But 
they ere attached to their churches, and many noble, con- 
scientious women will not read a Liberal or scientific book, 
pamphlet, or paper; will not attend a Liberal lecture, nor 
listen to any facts or arguments on the subject. They, as 
well as many well-intentioned men, hav been educated to 
believe that to do so is to step upon the devil’s ground. 
How can we reach them? Taey will all read their local 
newspaper. 

Your secretary has received very encouraging letters from 
those places where by the influence of the executiv officer of 
our society items and articles tending to awake to thought 
and investigation, without arousing prejudice, hav been 
gent by your secretary and published in local papers. Be- 
lieving thia work most important, practical, and likely to add 
to our number, I call attention to the need of electing vice- 
presidents in every town, and the weekly or semi-weekly 
furnishing of items or articles for local papers to the vice- 
presidents throughout the state. To render this work possi- 
ble and to facilitate the great labor devolved on your secre- 
tary, he should be furnished with a type-writer—the best 
attainable and most efficient manifolder. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

C. B. RRxTNOL DS, Secretary. 


At the afternoon session election of officers for 
the ensuing year was held. In accordance with our 
constitution no nominations were allowed. Esch 
delegate wrote on the ballot the name of the person 
he desired to fill the office. Hach officer was bal- 
loted for separately. Every officer was elected on 
the first ballot. No better evidence could be afforded 
of the harmony of the convention, no more gratify- 
ing assurance to the parsons elected that they were 
the first and unanimous choice of the society. 

The following officers were elected: President, 
Robert J. Wilson, of Seattle; secretary, C. B. Rey. 
nolds, of Freemont; treasurer, Mary E. Boman, of 
Freemont; directors at large, Albert Rosenow, 
of Walla Walla; P. B. Morton, of Seattle. These 
officers comprise the board of directors and executiv 
committee. 

WHO AND WHAT THEY ARE. 


The president, R. J. Wilson, is to-day the leading 
Liberal of Seattle ; a young man, but a deep thinker 
and a shrewd observer, possessing excellent judg- 
ment. He is a genuin hustler, a true Liberal in the 
best and fullest sense of the term—an Infidel de 
voted heart, brain, and pocket-book to the cause of 
mental liberty and human progress. He is making 
a success of life, and is regarded by the business 
men of Seattle as a most reliable, energetic, rising 
man. He came to this city a stranger, without 
friends or funds, depending solely on his ability, in- 
tegrity, and energy. He has deserved the good suc- 
cess that has rewarded him. 

The Washington Secular Union can rely on his 
judgment, zeal, and devotion to the aims and objects 
of the organization. 

The secretary, C. B. Reynolds, during the past 
year did the very best he could, and, with the in- 
creased facilities, accepts the burden for another 
year. 

Ol the treasurer, Mary E. Boman, I will say: The 
action of the beard of directors in electing Mre. M. 
E. Boman as treasurer and member of the board, to 
fill the place of her deceased husband, was heartily 
indorsed by the convention by her unanimous elec- 
tion as treasurer for the ensuing year. Mrs. Boman 
js a lady of sound practical common sense and more 
tban average business ability. The loved and hon- 


director the experience gained by dealing with all 


he can do, ever seeking his own happiness by pro- 


ored helpmate of George M. Boman, she ia thor- 


oughly imbued with his spirit of love of liberty and 
devotion to the aims and objects of our organization. 
The society has not alone secured an efficient treas- 
urer, but proved true to its principles and elected a 
clear-headed, energetic, public-spirited woman of 
means and influence as one of the board of directors. 

Director at large for east of the Cascades is A. 


Rosenow, the prince of Walla Walla, not prince be- 


cause of haughty mien or lordly airs, but because 
an aristocrat of the Oourtlandt Palmer style—a 
prince in the nobility of his nature, his broad views, 
his generosity, his lofty aims, his good, pure, useful 
life, and noble efforts to promote the greatest good 
to the greatest number. 

The director at large for west of the Cascades is 
P. B. Morton, of Seattle. He brings to the office of 


sorts of persons, as the successful agent of one of 
the largest business enterprises of the United States. 
He is an out and out Infidel, pure and undefiled; 
kind, modest, gentle, yet fearless, energetic, and per- 
sistent in defense of right, uncompromising in oppo- 
sition to wrong or injustice. He liva for the good 


moting the happiness and welfare of others. 
If unbounded success does not crown the efforts 
of the Washington Secular Union during the ensuing 


year, it will not be for lack of ability, zeal, or fidelity 


on the part of the board of directors. 
" BUNDAY LAWS. 

Moved and seconded, unanimously carried: That 
the secretary be and is hereby instructed and au- 
thorized to write, compile, and hav printed five thou- 
sand leaflets or pamphlets, giving as concisely as 


possible the facts, biblical, historical, and legal, in 
regard to Sunday laws and Sabbath observance. Said 
lesflets or pamphlets to be for gratuitous distribu- 


tion throughout the state. 
RELIGIOUS EXERCISES IN PUBLIC” SCHOOLS. 

On motion, carried unanimously: That the board 
of directors be, and are hereby, authorized and in- 
structed to, at the earliest possible opportunity, make 
a test case in regard to religious exercises.in our 
public schools, and to carry such case to the supreme 
court for decision. 

On motion, carried unanimously: That the secre. 
tary be instructed to make written appeals to the 
Liberals of the state for contributions to the defense 


fund, to meet the necessary expense of such an ap- 
pes! to the supreme court. 


TYPE-WRITER FOR THE SECRETARY. 
Motion made, seconded, sud carried unanimously : 


That the Union provide a type-writer for the use of 
the secretary, and that a collection be taken forth- 


with to raise funds to pay for the same. 

A collection was taken amounting to $53.90; it 
was ascertained that the price of a first-class type- 
writer would not be less than $100. 

Oa motion, carried unanimously: That the secre- 
tary be, and is hereby, empowered to use funds of 
the Union sufficient to make up the cost of a suitable 
type-writer, purchase the instrument at once, and 
solicit contributions from Liberals (who did not at- 
tend the convention and so saved expense) to repay 
said balance of cost of type-writer, and as contribu- 
tions are received by the secretary he shall pay the 
same over to the general fund of the organization. 


FIELD SECRETARY. 


Motion made, seconded, and carried unanimously: 
that Mrs. F. C. Reynolds be, and is hereby, appointed 
field secretary cf the Washington Secular Union. 

Motion made, seconded, and carried unanimously : 
That a special fund be raised for the express purpose 
of defraying the expenses of the field secretary when 
laboring in places where the resident Liberals are 
not able to pay the full amount of cost incurred. 

Mrs. Mary E. Boman pledged $50; Jacob Drissler, 
of Willapa. pledged $50; H. A. Towner, of Willapa, 
pledged $50; J. F. Miller, of Lynden, pledged $10 
each year, to said fund. 

Oa motion, it was ordered that the secretary make 
written appeals to the Liberals throughout the state 
for contributions to the field secretary fund. 

Motion made, seconded, and carried unanimously : 
That Liberals in any part of the state desiring the 
services of the field secretary to lecture, or aid in 
forming local auxiliary Unions, may make application 
to the secretary, stating full particulars of their 
needs, and just what the Liberals of the place are 
willing to do toward defraying the expenses. All 
such applications shall be promptly laid before the 
board of directors, and when they are approved by 
them the field secretary shall be engaged to per- 
form such needed services, and shall be paid from 
the field secretary fund such amount as the board of 
directors shall deem just and equitable. 


VIOTOBIA, B. C., SECULAR UNION. 

Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried : 
That the Washington Secular Union in convention 
assembled send fraternal greeting to the officers and 
members of the Victoris, B. O., Secular Union, and 
pledge them our sympathy and our hearty ccopers- 


Francisco, is all idle nonsense. 
in the Catholic or Methodist church, no more. 


tion in the grand and noble work in which they are 


engaged. 
Oa motion adjourned. O. B. Rzxxorps, Seo. 


R. J. WIIsox, Pres. 


_ Oa Sunday afternoon a stirring address on the in- 
justice of Sunday laws was delivered by Mrs. F. C. 
Reynolds. 

Oa Sunday evening there were recitations by the 


great, original Devere, and the talented fairy child 
of geniue, Little Stella Langdon; and a lecture by 
Rev. H. Hangurud, subject, “The Ohained Bear, or 
the Lives of Great Thinkers and the Treatment 


They Received at the Hands of the Church.” 


The recitations were rapturously encored. The 


lecture was intensely interesting, and the speaker 
was heartily applauded. The attendance was large. 
The convention was a decided success. 


O. B. REYNOLDS. 
— m 


Are Our Clergy Wise Men? 
No one can say so! As individuals they do not 


compare favorably with good. practical smart fellows 
out of the church. In San Francisco we hav 10,000 
men who are away up above our clergy in all that 
makes a gentleman and & model man. In council 
they fall away behind an ordinary meeting of gentle- 
men in conduct, manners, appropriate snd logical 
speech, and practical common sense. 


No conference 
of the preachers of this city meets that does not dis- 
play the most lamentable ignorance on very impor- 
tant topics on which society outside has already 
passed judgment. Their discussion of the wicked- 
ness of our city, the Sunday question, the way to 
catch our young men, and their patronage of such as 
Moody, the boy preacher, and others, betray a most 
lamentable weakness of understanding. 

Oa the laws of their country, the ordinary political 
stump-speaker is infinitly beyond them, even on such 
matters as pertain to religion. He knows, and they 
do not, it would seem, that as a nation we care for 
no one religion more than another. This is not by 
any law a Christian country. They are not recog- 
nized by our people or our law as anointed or ap- 
pointed, or in any sense the agents of God, more 
than others. All men are equal before the law. 
There is neither pastor nor master, bishop, arch- 
bishop, or cardinal in this land. It is all bosh. The 
assumption of a title, as bishop of Californis, or San 
It is simply bishop 


So when they speak of the wickedness of our city, 


and our young men who never go to church, their 
proposed remedies are mere midsummer madness. 
Moody and Sankey and the Salvation Army are of no 
use. 
school are away up above that sphere. What they 
need is a school of preachers who can say to them: 


Our young men graduates of the common 


“Our religion is true, and we can prove it. Come 
on with your Ingersolls, or any other men. Let 
them make their objections and their criticisms! 
We wil meet them in publie assembly and confute 
them all" And they dare not doit. They hav not 
a man in all their ranks who can giv a sound reason 
for the faith that is in him. 

Then they deplore the fact, continually, that our 
smart men neglect the church. Out of 55,000 voters 
less than 2,000 attend their preachings on Sunday. 
Now, if we admit that 10,000 of these are away be- 
low them in morals and manners, are sometimes 
drunken, and occasionally fall into the hands of the 
police, yet the account stands thus: 


Without the”church...esssessoesssesvssrosesuessonssesorsosovees 43,000 
Attending church. . . . 2,000 
Down below church.................. xU ss eh desuasa ee ee eso a eS 10,000 

Total , esse coe eese soar o eui doses aeo ous — . 55,000 


Those out of the church are away above the 
church. They need neither: preacher nor police. 
They hav the schools, the newspapers, the law, and 
the scientists for guides. And the church can never 
reach them, save by a demonstration of the faith. 

i H. M. Corrinaze. 
— .. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


J. E. RRRsUnG left New York at midnight, Tuesday, 
March 10th, for his Southern campaign. He spoke in Rich- 
mord Wednesday vight, to a fair-sized audience, many of 
whom seemed to be in hearty sympathy with the speaker. 
The leading dailies all gave full reports of the lecture, and 
thousands who did not attend had the benefit of it. The 
Times and Dispatch, while indulging in a few sarcastic 
thrusts at Freethought, were diffuse in their praise of the 
address, characterizing the speaker’s language as vivid,” 
“eloquent,” and “ beautiful." The Dispatch man was evi- 
dently expecting to see the traditional hoof and horns, and 
was probably disappointed because he did not. He says: 
* Mr. Remsburg, whatever his religious, or more properly 
irreligious dectrins are, is quite a handsome man. He has 
an exceedingly gentle look, while there is nothing violent or 
bloodthirsty in his manner of address." On Thursday night 
Mr. Remsburg spoke in the Metropolitan Opera House at 
North Carolina's capital, Raleigh. 


Senp for catalog of our publications. Sent free 
on application. 
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Communications. 


In Search of a Spirit. 


One reason why I admire your paper is, that its 
title, which covers a vast field, implies that those in 
search of truth are not limited or corfined to any 
rules or forms, so when this paper givs any rules or 
forms by which it should be governed in its search 

` for truth, and says we should not go beyond this, 
then it will be time for all who are honest searchers 
after the realities of our existence and future des- 
tiny to depart and leave it to its fate. It is my de 
sire that ell who read it are true to its title, and let 
this be their motto: 
Let truth be treasured up wherever found, 
Let it be on Christian or on heathen ground. 

I am not a confirmed Spiritualist, but I say, if 
there is any future for us beyond the so called death, 
I would be glad to know it. 

-Taere are many of your readers who do not follow 
the motto of the paper they read. Some go so far 
as to say that all who are Spiritualists are insane, or 
they hav lost their reason, or they are mesmerized 
or put into some kiad of a supernatural condition of 
mind in order to see the tnings that they claim to 
hav seen. 

Now, I am j ist reasonable enough to say that all 
this is nonsense. Aay mau who sets his j idgmen. 
against many others who hav an equal chance of see- 
ing and hearing with him, aad yet will say they 
were mistaken, their eyes deceived them, and their 
ears lied to them, that they were in a delusion or a 
dreaming vision, that they were excited and their 
imagination deceived them—such a person, who ie 
presumptuous enough to giv himself such superiority 
over his fellow-creatures, is an egotistical fool. Sol 
omon has said, “ He that is wise in his own conceit, 
there is more hops of a fool than of him.” Sach 
persons as these surely are wise in their own con- 
ceit. ; 

After an examination of a few commuvications to 
Tae Trura Szrxx& on Spirituslism, I feel compeiled 
to criticise, in justice to those who are honest inves 
tigators and are willing to reason. I am also 
prompted to say what I do by a request to join an 
association styled the Brotherhood of Moralists, 
which claims to be a Liberal society whose purpose 
and obj ot is to search for truth; and yet their con 
stitution contains an article which requires all its 
membors to combat all theories and opinions or be- 
liefs in the continued existence after the grave of 
this self-conscious, individual, intelligent principle 
we call life, as insane delusions. This I cannot do, 
because their creed is inconsistent with itself; it in- 
volves a plain contradiction. They hav defined their 
boundaries and built a wall around their creed out of 
which none can go who sre honest searchers after 
truth, and yet they all claim to be truth seekers, for 
all read the paper bearing that name, yet their very 
profession of faith is a slander on and a forgery of 
that name. They say to all who join them: We are 
searching for the truths which are around us all 
along the j^urney of life, and we want to add these 
as fast as possible to our store of knowledge, but 
you cannot go outside of our inelosure to find them. 

This is to shut the door of progress and close in a 
few who will say, The present is good enough for 
me — few who hav expressed their opinion that 
what suits thein should suit everybody else, and who 
hav taken an obligation to expose mediums. It is 
the same as saying: “I don’t want to kaow any 
more; I will stop here aud let progressiv humanity 
goon and leave me behind. I will become firmly 
fixed and planted. I will become petrified and 
fossilized. I will sink into the rust and oblivion of 
past ages. If there is a future of endless joy in 
store for me beyond the grave, I want to know 
nothing about it. I will be as intolerant as the 
Obristians. I hav been persecuting in intolerance." 
Sach as this is poor encouragement to the honest 
and earnest seeker after truth. 

But it is a batter sstiefaction to know that we sre 
not, neither do we intend to be, bound by their 
creed. 

I bav just been reading in your paper a letter 
from W. W. Walker, of D cember 27th, in which he 
speaks of the Brotherhood of Moralists, and giva hie 
objactions, which are identically the eame as mine. 
I hav seen the same manifestations that he speaks of, 
and many more, which convince me that there is an 
intelligent force that can answer questions to the 

` gatisfaction of the person who asks the question. I 
hav seen this done among a few assembled neigt bors 
who knew nothing about tricks. E ectricity and 
maghetism are forces, but these forces cannot be 
made to keep time to music, or answer questions, 
giving dates of entertainments snd the number cf 
years back to certain events. Many questions of 
this character I hav s ked in circles for the express 
purpose of testing this invisible force. ard all such 
questions were answered correctly. I koow it could 
not bav been done by tricks when no person in the 
house knew the answer bnt me. 

Now the field is open cff.ring & Bplendid opportu- 


nity for some persons to immortsl:z» themselvs by 
explaining or exposing, in such a way that we shall 
understand, how this is done. If this can be ex- 
plained by any other philosophy than the Spiritual, 
the person.who is fortunate enough to discover it 
will make enough to pay him well for bis trouble. 

Auy society that claims to be Liberal and yet 
maintains s clause in its constitution which is a bar 
to progress, is inconsistent and unreasonable. None 
but those who are egotistical enough to think they 
hav solved the mysteries of the past, present, and 
future, and want everything to stop where they stop, 
will ever take such an obligation and try to be du- 
plicates of Joshus-—who commanded the sun and 
moon to stand still, but the sun and moon moved 
on, and so will all nature regardless of either Joshua 
or the Brotherhood of Moralists. 

It does seem strange that Spiritualism.has met so 
many enemies and survived all of them, and the 
more it is persecuted the more it seems to grow. 
Yat it may be that Spiritualism has been permitted 
to liv through these many years so that the crown- 
ing glory of its destruction may be given to the 
Brotherhood of Moralists. 

“By their fruits ye shall know them;" so I 
prophesy the downfall of this association. Progress 
is the order of the age, and if we do not grow we 
must decay and our substance giv ncurishment to 
something that will grow; such is the order of nat- 
ure. 

When I say I am in search of a spirit, I say it 
shall be my honest endeavor, first, to search into 
everything that «ff-re any prospects of obtaining 
more light; and second, to protest against anything 
that resists instruction or reason on any subject. If 
we did not, it wou'd be falling in with the church 
fanatics. If we advocate reform, it is not consistent 
with our principles to resist investigation. 

We had a maeteriazing medium here from San 
F'rauncise^, who he'd róinees in our town for two 
weeks. Many ssid she was a fraud, but durivg all 
that time none were able to detect or discover where 
the fraud was. While the best opportunity was 
‘ ff «red for detection, yet after all this she may hav 
been a fraud. 

It is not proper for the honest investigator to 
jump at conclusions prematurely. We should con- 
tinue to search for the facts until we are well satis- 
fied that we hav convicted a medium of fraud before 
we come to that conclusion, and if we convict one 
medium it does not imply that they are all frauds, 
for the very word fraud signifies a principle which 
the fraud pretends to represent. If there is no gen- 
uin, thera is nothing to counterfeit and a fraud would 
be impossible. The word fraud originated where a 
true person was falsely represented. At thia age 
there are many frauds who call themselvs Jesus 
Ohrist, which implies that a person once lived who 
was known by that name who said he would come 
again. 

Frauds and counterfeits appearing everywhere are 
the things which should inspire the honest investi- 
gator to more diligent search, for among so much 
fraud there may be found snme genuin and true me- 
diums. So there is evidence and reason enough to 
convince any person who is blessed with good sense 
that this Spiritualistic theory is not all a vain delu- 
sion. as this Brotherbood would hav it. 

North Yakima, Wasn. James Brox. 


— ——— — 
The Phenomena of Mediumship. 


I consider an exposition of the true philosophy of 
the phenomena (?) of “ clairvoysnce." “clairaudience,” 
“ table-talking,” ** mediumship," “ t é wees,” and other 
kindred hallucinations to bean essential guide to the 
intellectual faculties in the purenit of absolute truth. 

To the edition of F-bruary 14:h, W. L Willis des- 
cants on what he erroneously entitles the facts“ of 
a "new science," The aforesaid “facts” which he 
labors to divulge, subvert the ultimate principles 
which he intends they shall maintain, inasmuch as 
the operation of the occu't forcas which he so ex- 
plicitly describes, reveals the true basis of the phe- 
nomena, which is distorted to his own conception by 
unmitigated prejudice or inordinate credulity. 

The alternate collocation of the opposit sexes 
around the table snd its insulation. the mental qui- 
escence of the whole, sre preéminently suspicious to 
the production of hypnotie catslepsy avd transmis- 
sion of the same; and the oppressiv darkvess and 
utter silence facilitate the alaboration of the chimera 
and its contagion. An is fl :ence similar in character, 
though milder in eff:ct, pervades the immediate pre- 
cincts of the en'husiastic revivalist, irrespectiv of 
the nature of his adopted superstition. 

Tt Mr. Willis will assume the labor cf historical 
research, he will ascertain that the essence of hig 
“new science” is familiar to a sect of Evyptian sor- 
cerers which boasts an ant'quity of forty centuries, 
the primitiv records of which are still extant, pre- 
served by hieroglypbie inscriptions and symbolic 
representations ; that the Arabic and Moorish magi- 
c'ans were conversant with the same methods of in- 
ducirg snd controling the magnetic sympathy which 
he now alleges to be a recent innovation; that Hip- 


pocrates himself utilized this potential property in 

assuaging pain. that E:culapius likewise exercised 

it a& an anodyne, subdued hysteria, nostalgia, and 

hypochondriasis thereby, and in critical cases «ff oted 
a magnetic equilibrium between himself and his pa- 

tient, in order to diagnose latent symptoms other- | 
wise palpable to the mind of the patient alone. 

Von Helmont, a Flemish philosopher who flourished 

A D. 1630, was an advocate and practitioner of the 

already ancient art, concerning the simplicity of 

which he states, “magnetism is activ everywhere ; 

it is a paradox only to those who ridicule everything, ` 
aud attribute to Satan what they themselvs are un- 

able to explain.” * 

The system of Mesmer was identisal in principle 
and application with that now expounded by Mr, 
Willis. His clinic apartments were “ dimly lighted, 
and hung with mirrors; bewildering strains of music 
often broke the profound stillness; holding 
each other's hands, the patients sat in mute expect- . 
anev.“ 

When thus the imagination is intoxicated, and un- 
restrained by the intellect, previously lulled into a 
narcotic stupor, the magnetic current, no longer 
under control, follows the line of least resistance, 
and the powers of communication sre established by 
and under the complete direction of the person des- 
ignated by Mr. Willis as the “ medium," £e, he or 
she who best resists the soporific impulses, and 
whose self-engendered fantasies, either ocular, au- 
rieular, olfactory, gustatory, or mental, are simul- 
taneously transmitted to all connected. 

In the event of the presence of a neutral within 
the circle, the current is broken by his magnetic non- 
conduction, and the spell impotent. uu 

.I hav witnessed. the consecutiv exoitation o* every 
separate mental faculty when the subject was under 
mesmerie subjugation. In this condition, if the 
operator excite the seventeenth phrenological faculty 
in his own brain, or concentrate the neurotic current 
of the subject to that organ by external manipulation 
of the corresponding portion of the cranium, visions 
of the weird, the unearthly, and the mysterious at 
ones throng the exalted imagination of the subject ; 
and if the operator actuate the motory subdivision 
of the language center in bis own brein, that center 
being internally situated in the parietal lobe and 
hence unsusceptible in the subject to the irfluence 
of external contact on the head, as in the preceding 
instance, the subject unconsciously transeribes the 
words sympathetically yet silently dictated by the 
operator. Thus the magnetizer may produce an 
Insion of sound by exciting the auditory center, of 
vision by the optic center, of taste by the gustatory 
ganalion, eto. o 

Everyone instructed in the rudiments of acoustics 
knows that no sound ean exist inaudible to all save 
a few, otber conditions being equal; that atmos- 
pheric vibrations or undulations produce like oseil- 
lations of the tympanum of every ear at all times, 
its interior and exterior configurations being 
normal. 

By hypnotic suppression of the sentiments incident 
to the organ of veneration and exacerbation of that 
of destructivness. profane thoughts and sacrilegious 
language are as ¢ ff-ctually induced in a most devout 
ecclesiastic as expressions Of piety can be superin- 
duced by fomenting it to abnormal action even in an 
Atheist. Hence, religious or A:heistie, “ spiritual“ 
or secular sentiments, visions, and sounds depend 
solely upon the volition of the “medium,” regard- 
less of the auspices of any “spirits” whatsoever, 
either terrestrial, “ celestial,” or “infernal.” 

An invisible “spirit” can possess no brain, no 
nerves, no concomitant body, and therefore can 
neither think, impress, nor convey thought, ignoring 
the absurdity of visual manifestation. 

Toa single, unvarying question propounded by a 
second person acting under my instruction, at divers 
times during nine distinct “ table-talking ” * £6 vices” 
in San Francisco, as many d fferent and co fi cting 
responses were rendered, six of which, or two-thirds 
of the whole, were diametrically contradictory. It 
thus appears that the “spirits” are as fallible and as 
ignorant as their irventors. 

If, to cite Mr. Willis's rhapsody, “ death takes no 
more ¢ffect on an individual than stepping from one 
room iato another," the organie dissolution of the 
physical elements is a chemical delusion, and experi- . 
ence and knowledge are but the specters of a fright- 
ful dream. 

When Mr. Willis demonstrates that thought can 
originate or be reprcdaced otherwise than through. 
the instrumentality of a brain connected with an 
animate body, or evinces that mind can be elaborated 
or perpetuated by another species of motion than 
brain motion, he may then promulgate hie fantastic 
hypothesis without fear of refutation. Otherwise, 
until the decay of reason and the obsolescence of 
logie, his efforts must be in vain and his scheme go 
by default. 

Were it possible to perceive and remember ante- 
natal existence, we might reason from analogy tbat 
memory might survive the decomposition of its 
essential factors; but until the sublime mecbar ism 
of the human mind be artificially created and arti- 
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ficially preserved, they rear castles in the ether and 
dream of shadows who hope for immortality. 

If we cau impel our understanding to believe the 
incredible, to renounce experience, to doubt science, 
and to abandon the material, and repose implicit 
cocfidenes in the inaudible, the intangible, the 
inscrutable, the imperceptible, the eternally absent, 
and the unnatural, then only ean we reject the jewels 
-of Knowledge and choose the gewgaws of a frenzied 
imegination. 

I deem it logically more absurd to admit the 
existence cf sensate, incorporeal beings within or 
without the domain of human cognizance or commu 
nication, than to concede the reality of the most 
inconsistent personage of oriental mythology. 

The “spirits” and the “soul” alike are founded 
on the poet’s dream and the fantasy of the alchemist 
In slumber they thrive, but in wakefulness they 
vanish like the vapors of the dawn. í 

Sincerely submitted, M. L. SALTER. 


— — 
Hagh Owen Thomas, 


There died in L'verpool on January 6:h one of 
the greatest surgeons and most admirable of men 
that Egland has produced. Seldom hav so many 
tributes from churchmen been paid to an Infidel ss 
the Liverpool clergy paid to Hugh Owen Thomas, 
with whom thay often disputed, who always opposed 
their religion, who ecattered heretical literature with 
a liberal hand, who sheltered Charles Bradlaugh 
when he was most unpopular and when to be that 
great man’s friend was to be socially ostracised. 
O 1e of Dr. Thomas's favorit means of controverting 
the church was to get Mr. Stocker, hía newsman, to 
obtain a great number of TRUTrR Susxenrs sell what 
he could, and then giv away the remainder at the 
expense of De. Thomas. Yet when death suddenly 
came to the Infidel the clergy could find no words 
too flittering to be said over his bier, and one of 
them compared him to Jssus Obrist because on Sun- 
days he treated as many of the poor of his city free 
of charge as came to his house. At his funeral over 
four hundred workingmen, representing more than a 
de Zen societies, as well as representativa from med 
ics! institutions and colleges, were present. 

Tne funeral, strarge to Bay, was conducted by 
Noneonformist clergy, aud this is what one of the 
speakers, more honest than some preachers, said of 
him: 

The man whose mortal rema'ns we are now about to con- 
sign to the earth wae a remarkable person in many respects. 
He was a man of undoubted genius, and with this he com 
bined deep earnes'ness of purpose, great power of will, an 
untiring industry, and great gaodoess of heart. These quali 
ties, f und so rarely in such happy combination, he devoted 
to a profession peculiarly adap ed to giv fullest scope to 
their exercise and development. His genius enabled him to 
discover new ways and: methods of tresting many cf the 
Severe ills that human flesh is heir to. His indefatigable 
industry enabled him to giv a wide schpe and permanent 
effect to these products of his genius. His goodness of heart 
and kindly disposition won him the esteem and love and 
confidence of ail with whom he came in contact, whether in 
his professional or private capachy. His humanitarian be 
nevolence is witnessed to by the readiness with which he 
bestowed his professional skill upon the poorer part of the 
community, as is testified to by his Sunday labors on their 
behai? His comparativly early death will excite universal 
rez-et, and wl) be regarded as a severe loss not only to this 
large town of Liverpool, but to the country Outside; to 
Wales, where bis name was a household word; to Scotiand 
and Ir 1-nd, whence teores sought the benefit of his great 
skill Whatever eise our d-parred friend was, he was un 
doubtedly an honest and a good man. However some of us 
who had the honor and privilege of his friendship might re- 
gret that he did not see eye to ye with us in regard to tbe 
Onrist!ao creed, none of us ever for à moment could find 
fault with his Christian practice. Yea, if integrity in deal. 
ings, if purity of life, if benevolent labors be Christly qnal- 
ities, our late friend was truly one of the most Christlike 
men T ever knew. Isay this with the utmost confidence. 
after twenty-eight years of the closest intimacy with him. 
Daring that long interval ae a Christian minister it was my 
privilege to learn much from his practical Christianity. In 
his domestic relations, whether as hushand or brother, or 
‘whatever other relationship he held, he was simply perfect— 
at least as perfect as it is possible for human being to be. 
And as a friend, there are those both within and outside the 
profession who can testify with great sincerity and gratitude 
how true, symnathetic, and helpful a friend he was. The 
great lesson of De Thomas's life is that the noblest life is the 
useful. and that the highest form of usefulness is that devoted 
to the service of suffering humanity; and in this field of 
human service Dr. Thomas has a nobie record. 


Another was borest encugh to ray this: 


He was not a Christian—at least not in the conventional 
and theological sense. He never joined a visible church. 
But he has cast out many a devil in his time, and loosed 
many a poor victim from his it firmity. He did this, what- 
ever you may cal! him. He did it, though he followed not 
us. In many things he strangely and strikingly resembled 
our Lord, the son of man, the good physician, the friend of 
publicans and sinners. He did not come tochureh. I wish 
he bad, perhaps. And yet he was at church. He did not 
lounge or s'eep his Bundavs away. He ministered to his 
Own poor and sick and suffering congregation. He healed 
on the S#bbath day, and showed the day was made for man 
and not man for the day. : 


A writer in the Liverpool Mercury tells briefly the 
story of his life: 

For many years Dr Thomas has remained one of the 
most notabie men in Liverpool. Here his figure was famil- 
iar to everyone, but he er joved a professional reputation, as 
a surgeon particularly, which extended beyond the bounda- 
ries of the country. That never a mouth passed by without 
& distinguished caller at the well-known house in Nelson 
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For harden tc be jamps for them... 


street evidences that he was himself a most distinguished 
man in his profession, nor only in regard to the neatness and 
precision with when he executed his work, bu: that as a 
writer on subjects bearing upon his daily occupation he was 
held in high esteem. There is one striking proof of the re- 
gard in which he was held beyond our own country in the 
fact that only last year the honorary degree of doctor of 
medicin of St. T ouis was conferred upon him in conjunction 
with Professor Bergmann, of Berlin, à name prominently be- 
fore the public at the time of the controversy in relatioa to 
the treatment of Emperor Frederick. Tne honorary degree 
of St. Louis is conferred upon no more than two men each 
year, and, bearing in mind that the honor is conferred with 
the sanction and approval of some of the most distinguished 
medical men of America, it will be seen in how eminent a 
manner the abilities of Dr. Thomas were recognized. 

He had an extensiv surgery attached to his house. There 
were patients from a distance who remained for weeks on 
the premises, and there was often a large number of hia pa- 
tients residing in the immediate locality of the house. Tnese 
patients came from all parts of the town, and the arrivals 
at his surgery from dav'to day included cases from Roch 
dale, Bury, Belton, and a host of the towns clustering to 
gether in the whole of South Lancashire, and particularly 
the southeast. With his patients he inapired the most ab- 
solute confidence, and if there appeared to be a degree of 
roughness in his treatment every patient was ready to de- 
clare that Dr. Thomas had perhaps given them the very 
minimum of pain consistent with the due execution nf his 
task. There was a kind and generous side to Dr. Thomas's 
character which was shown in his treatment of patients. 
Oa Sanday. morning quite a multiuie of people would avail 
tbemeelvs of the opportunity of a tree day to obtain the serv- 
ices of Dr. Thomas without cost. Poor mothers brought 
their children to him. and if a deformity could be rectified 
it was Dr. Thomas who would prove himself «qual to the 
task. This was the work Dr. Thomas set himsef on the one 
day in the week on which, had he cared, he might hav 
sought health by change of occupation and release from the 
strain of a profession making 2 severe tax upon his energies 
But he chose to giv himcelf up to a work of charity, labor- 
ing to bring relief to suff ring bnmanity. 


— 2 — 
A Scoteh Wich Trial. 
From the Agnosito Journal. 

One of the most miserable chapters in history is 
that dealing with witcheraft and its eruel punish 
ments.  Belief in the existence of this imaginary 
crime was universal, the fineat intellects being no 
iess infected with the prevailing superstition than the 
most ignorant. Witnesses could always be found 
who, under the sanction of the most.eolemn oaths, 
gave evidence of events and acts at once absurd, in- 
consistent. and impossible. Indeed, the trials, con 
ducted with all judicial solemnity, furnish the most 
painful proofs of the fallibility of human testimony 
and the infirmity of buman jidgment. Judges. 
possessed of piety, good sense, and learning, imag- 
ined they were fulfilling all the precepts of the law 
by dooming miserable and trembling aged women to 
the stake snd scaffold 

Olergy, Eaglish and Scotch, persecuted those de- 
nounced for this í ff^nse with all the alacrity of the 
Inquisition. The cruelty cf the proceedings appears 
enhanced by the formality and precision with which 
thev are narrated. The following account of a tria! 
at K realdy is a typical instance: 

THE TOWN’S PART OF EXPENFER DISBURSED EXTRAORDINARILY 
UPON WILLIAM COKE AND ALISON DIOK: 


For ten loads of coal to burn them (five merke) ...8 6 
For a tar barrel . e 4 n 
For towes . Z 2 ron 


8 

0 

0 

0 

For making of them . . . 0 
For one to go to Finmouth for the laird, to sit 

upon their as size ae judge... .... . 0 6 0 

To the executioner for his pains . . 8 14 0 

For his expenses here . e 0 16 4 

Total... .. . eee  ——— eee £18 1 0 


The depositions on the trial are very rema:k.bl-. 
Alison was the wife of William O ke, and it appears 
from the depositions of many witnesses that she war 
in the habit cf wrangling with her husband. Tae 
speeches on these Occasions are stated in the infor 
mations to be “tending to witchcraft.” Sse had 
been beard to say, “ Thou hast caused many ships te 
go down.” “It bad been gude for the people of 
K rkaidie that they had kuit a stone round about thy 
neck and drowned thee.” 

From the evidence it wonld appear that this luck 
less couple were poor and wretched. They would 
bitterly curse the fishermen and the marinere; and. 
if the storm arose, or an enemy captured the vessel. 
they themselve thought the evil spirit had brought 
on the disaster in answer to their call. 

The tragedy was consummated by Alison's declara- 
tion: “Being demanded by Mr. James Simpson 
minister, when and how she fell into covenant with 
Satan, she answered that her husband many times 
urged her, and she yielded onlv two or three years 
since, The manner was thus: He gave her soul and 
body, quick and quidder, to the prince of darkness. 
Bat she in her beart said, God guide me.“ Ard 
then she said to him, ‘I shall do anything that you 
bid me.“ And so she gave herself up to the evi! 
spirit in the aforesaid words. This sbe confessed at 
about four hours at even, freely, and without com- 
pulsion, before Me. James Simpson, minister; Wil- 
iam Tenvant, baillie; R bert French. town clerk ; 
Mr. William M. loolm. schoolmsster; William Oraig, 
and James Miller, writer hereof." 

The judge sentenced both to desth by burning st 
the stake, in accordance with the scale of costs de- 
tailed above. 


do not want their votes. 


Cul mel Ingersoll on the Kausas R v olution, 
Intervi wea by a Correspondent of the Chicago Herald, 
“Tell me what you think of the defeat of Senator 


Ingalls.” . à 


I think that the farmers hav made up their minds 


that it is time for them to present a long ist of 
grievances. 
end hav little recompense for their labor. 
man who goes into the business of farming is lisble 

to find at the end of ten years that he Jost h' s health, 

his labor, and the land that he started with. Farm- 

ers bav just as much right to the protection of the 
government ss the merchants, manufacturers, and: 
speculators. 
Wall atreet whenever the stringency of the money 
market makes speculation dangerous, but the farm- 
ers are obliged to keep on paying two or three times 
as much for the use of money to develop and im- 
prove their farms as is charged for the use of money 
employed in the interests of great corporations. 
Mc. Ingalls underestimated the strength rad sincer- 
ity of the Farmers’ Alliance just as hundreds of other 
politicians did, but by this time he probably realizes 
that the farmers are in earnest." 


As s class they work hardest and in the 
A young 


Tae government. goes to the rescue of 


„What do you think of the weight that Senator 


Tngalle's successor, Judge P. ffor, will hav in the 
Senate ?” 


“Just as long as he owns himself he will hav the 


weight of one vote and that ia enough to enable him 
to play eee. saw successfully with a gcod many sena- 
tors without asking them to giv bim the long end of 
the plank. Just as long as he remains sole proprietor 
of himself he will be all right, and his presence in 
the Senate will be an i» fluence for the good of the 
Farmers’ Alliance. 
likely to be the nucleus around which will form 
quite a contingent of farmers. 
sympathy with the farmers in their endeavor to ob. 


His presence in the Senate is 
I am thoroughly in 


tain redress for grievances. There are a good many 
things in their new political creed that I do not be- 
tieve in, but on the whole, they are in the position 
which Shakspere contemplated when he wrote: 
‘Thrice armed is he who hath his quarrel just.“ I 
am delighted to see them aroused ; to see them tak- 
ing an interest at least in their own welfare. The 
pe ple in towns unite easier tban farmers. They 
hav had the benefit cf organizstion, which means 
power. They know that bankers, merchants, and 
railroads are willing to make all they can—willing to 
teke the last cent from the farmers. D.scussion will 


do good. Of course, they will not do all they set 
out to do. 
you can’t do. 
«he old world, but they can bs sovereigns here, and 


Bat it is a good thing to fiod out what 
The tillers of the soil are slaves in 


I hope that they will liv up to their privileges. 1 
I ask no favors, but I 
know that no country can be great if the soil is oul- 
tivated by ignorance. We need intelligence in the 
field—education behind the plow.” 


ee —ü—w4ä̃ 


Jacos bad four wives, Lesh, Rachel, Bilhab, end 


Z ipsb; avd the abundance of his wives, as well ag 


£ his children avd cattle, is spoken cf as preot «f 
the divine favor, just as it woud be to-day in U ah. 
The element of tke crime of David ( be man after 
God's own heart), which Natban rebuked, is not the 
polygamy, but the manners, in robbing Uriah of bis 
wife, wben Uriab, instead of an opulent fl;ck of 
women, had only “one little ewe Jamb.” But it ig 
“the Lord God of Israel” who rave to David: “I 
delivered thee out of the band cf Saul, and I gave 
thee thy master’s house and thy master’s wives into 
thy bosom.” It is needless to cite » sipgle further 
tert to prove that the God of the Od Testament 
direetly panctioned polygamy.—V. B. Denslow, 
LL.D. 


—— .. Z－ʒäͥõlʒʃ —— 


Deroayrxa and moribuod religions are, as in this 
vile persecution of the J«ws in Russia and Germany, 
betaking themselvs to their laat resources; they hav 
lost everything but their myths, once the illusion of 
the childhood of bumsnity, but now the scorn of its 
maturity; once secepted by ignorance, but now con- 
tradicted by science; leavir g to the clinging belie ver, 
whose eyes are Closed and ears stopped, no otber 
refuge than the frightful and absurd creed, Credo 
quia absurdum (L believe because it ig absurd) — 
Victor Lugo. 


— to — 


T pxotocrans no longer speak with authority. They 
are oontent to suggest snd to deprecate hasty con- 
tradictioa. Those who believed on trust hav passed 
into uncertainty. Those who uphold orthodoxy can 
«ot agree on what ground to defend it. 

D ‘string once fixed as a rock are now fluid as water. 
Froude. 
— tp —————D 


Hoxon to bim who, self complete, alone, 

Os: ves to the grave s pathway all his own, 

And, heeding not what 1 FAY Une or say, 
himself if doubtful of the wav. 

BEEN —Lord Lytton 


N. 
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So Good. 
From the Investigator. 

The TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL AND F'REETHINKERS' ALMANAO 
for 1801. We can forgiv the AxxUA for its late appearance 
because it isso good. "Thecalendar for 1891 contains a vast 
fund of information. The review of Freethought in the 
United States for 1890 presents the subject in a hopeful light 
to those who are working for the overthrow of religious 
superstition im this country, while the “Story of the Year 
Abroad,” as told by G. W. Foote, in the National Secular 
Society’s almanac, 1891, shows the prospect equally encour- 
aging in England. Some Notes on Alaskan Myths,” by 
Ida C. Craddock, is interesting to the student of ethnology. 
T. B. Wakeman, Esq., discourses on Spooks,” and he 
voices the growing conviction that the ghosts are almost 
gone.” ‘‘Side-lights on South Sea Missions” is a valuable 
article by Ada Campbell. A. B. Bradford wants the Free. 
thought papers to discuss the tariff question, and thinks 
they could abandon the special antireligious work, to which 
they hav been devoted so long, to advantage. Shoutin’ 
Joe” is a humorous story with a profane religious vein run- 
ning through it, by Watson Heston, that will be pronounced 
“ immense ” by all who read it. Altogether the ANNUAL for 
1891 is a success. Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 

— —— 
Better Than Any One Else Could Do It. 
From Secular Thought, 

* Liberty in Literature: Testimonial to Walt Whitman,” 
by Robert G. Ingersoll, with a fine portrait of the poet. 
This is a well-printed and neatly bound publication of 
the lecture delivered by Colonel Ingersoll in Philadelphia 
last October. It is issued by the Truth Seeker’ Company, 
and it is one of the colonel’s best efforts. Whatever genius 
and beauty there are in Leaves of Grass” he has presented 
in a form that perhaps no other living man could do. All 
our readers should obtain acopy. It is published at 50 
cents, in paper covers 25 cents. 


— — — — 
Mr. Talmage On Our Side. 


For his sermon on the 8th the Rev. T. De Witt 
Talmage chose as a text the story of the irruption of 
frogs which covered Egypt, and, after a striking de- 
scription of the horrors of such an infliction, said 
that the modern parallel of this curse was the spread 
of immoral literature. 

The preacher pictured the evil by glowing words 
and rounded sentences that filled the church. Im- 
moral literature, he said, is one of the most loath- 
some, one of the most frightful, one of the most 
ghastly of the ten plagues of our modern cities. 
There is a vast number of books and newspapers 
printed and published which ought never to see the 
light. They are filled with a pestilence that makes 
the land swelter with a moral epidemic. And he 
closed with this exhortation: “ Abstain from all 


those books which, while they hav some good things | 


about them, hav also an admixture of evil.” 

We desire to call the attention of the public to 
this attempt to induce people not to read obscene 
and bestial books even though they contain “ some 
good things.” We should hav been better pleased, 
however, had Mr. Talmage named some of the books 
under the ban, and we find ourselvs wondering how 
he would regard a work to which, some five weeks 
ago, we called the attention of Hon. John Wana- 
maker, postmaster-general of the United States, with 
a request that he act upon it officially and state 
whether or not it is a mailable book under the classi- 


fication he makes of such works in his last report. | gration of the Methodist Episcopal church would begin. 


The work in question bore a title-page as follows : 
THE . 
HOLY BIBLE, 
OONTAINING THE 
OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS: 
TRANSLATED OUT OF 
THE ORIGINAL TONGUES; 

AND WITH d 
Tse Former TRANSLATIONS DILIGENTLY COMPARED AND 

RavisED. 


NEW YORK: 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
INSTITUTED IN THE YEAR MDCCOXVI, 
. 1890. 

Of course Mr. Talmage would not hesitate an in- 
stant in deciding such a question, for he abstains 
from all books having even an admixture of evil, and 
the work in question contains several chapters which 
seem to us grossly vulgar, offensiv to modesty, and 
tending to subvert respect for decency and morality, 
as Mr. Wanamaker puts it in his report. Oan it be 
that Mr. Talmage had the same book in mind when 
he gave the advice to abstain from all books with 
such admixture? It is a work very generally known 
and widely read, having been translated into several 


languages, and its circulation is pushed with much 


energy by a large firm in this city calling itself the 
“American Bible Society.” If Mr. Talmage will 
write us that he has never seen the book we Will 
send him one by express or messenger, as his opin- 
ion on it, now that he has so clearly stated his notion 
of a readable book, would be of great interest. Mr. 
Talmage belongs to the same denomination that has 
the honor of numbering among its members the 
postmaster-general, and perhaps he has influence 
with Mr. Wanamaker. We hope to enliat his activ 
efforts in our behalf, in this matter. 
— — P ee 
Women in the Methodist Church. 

The ministers of the Methodist church are an un- 
grateful loí, and deserve to be spanked by, the 
women of their churches and sent off to bed, there 
to meditate upon the baseness of ingratitude to ben- 
efaotors. 


Sixty-six per cent of the membership of that de- 


nomination is composed of women—who wear 
dresses. Upon their support the ministers depend 
for their livelihood. Without it the church would 
godown. A great number of these women, by far 
the larger portion of those who hav expressed an 
opinion on the subject, desire to take part in church 
conferences and hav something to say as to the de- 
nominational legislation affecting them. But the 
ministers do not propose to allow them to vote, if 
we may judge by the action of the ministers in the 
Baltimore and Philadelphia conferences, a large ma- 
jority of whom hav voted against the admission of 
women to the general conference. This we consider 
base ingratitude. 

Ever since the question was first mooted the 
women hav found their advocates among the laity of 
the opposit sex. A large proportion of their own sex 
hav been content to hug their chains, make slippers 
for the dear preachers, and repeat like parrots the 
abominable doctrins of St. Paul. And the ministers 
hav chuckled to themselvs and used their fair church- 
members as though the entire ownership of women 
was vested in themselvs. The preachers hav con- 
tended that to allow woman to hav anything to say 
about her own church affairs, beyond arranging for 
sociables and money-making schemes, is to advocate 
and adopt a method of scriptural interpretation that 
overturns and destroys utterly the authority of rev- 
elation as held by the church. If the plain sense of 
the Bible on this subject is to be set aside to accom- 
modate modern sentiment, they argue, not a single 
evangelical doctrin will be safe. Whatever is dis- 
pleasing to human reason or the ambitions of men 
will be cast out until finally the whole Bible goes.. 

Of course in this adherence to fossilized ideas the 
Christian Advocate, edited by Jim Buckley, is con- 
spicuous, and, if the Independent be right, even in- 
famous. The latter journal says: 

** * Instant in season, instant out of season,’ has been the 
Christian Advocate in preaching the doctrin, ‘I suffer not a 
woman to sit in the General Conference,’ reproving, rebuk- 
ing, exhorting, warning. What manner of evil things are 
likely to follow in woman’s train, if she be made eligible to 
membership in General Conference, it has minutely de- 
scribed, and it is still discussing these ‘ probable conse- 
quences.’ Last week it expressed the opinion that such an 
act would be ‘an act of folly unequaled in the history of any 
Protestant communion,’ and the day it is taken ‘ the disinte- 


What an evil creature woman must be, and what a power 
she must hav! If she is not kept out of the General Confer- 
ence the church will disintegrate. Once admit her to the 
ruling body and she will break the church to pieces. She 
will snap its bonds of unity in spite of all its godly males can 
do to keep them intact. If this fear be well founded, it 
would seem to be unwise to tolerate her at all in the church. 
Put her out! If she is capable of accomplishing such sa- 
tanic results in the General Conference, she must be all- 
powerful for mischief in the Quarterly Conference, and the 
Sunday-school, and the prayer-meeting, and the congrega- 
tion. Put her out. Let her havachurch by herself. This 
is the reductio ad absurdam from the Advocates argumentum 
adversus feminam. But it seems to us that in the following 
the Advocate sinks to an argumentum ad infamiam : 


“s Whatever the consequences, whatever reaction may take 
place in the joint movement to bring women into church or state 
politics, this once done will remain. Experiments in legislation 
as respects suffrage always modify the community and make a 
place for themselvs, as is the case with laws relating to citizenship 
or vested interest. Thus legalizing slavery made necessary its 
recognition in the Constitution and raised up an immense mass of 
interests and their representative to be protected by law. Thus 
licensing saloons makes the organized political power of rum. fo 
that this movement, once established,’ etc., eto. 


“ Slavery, the saloon, woman! These are pari passu the 
three fontes et originea malorum [^ 

If Mr. Buckley can afford to put woman on the 
level of slavery and rum as evils efflicting the world, 
the women probably can. But the man who argues 
in this way is none the less a ruffian because he is a 


strict constructionist of * God's holy word.” 
— — . — — 


The War of the Roses and Some Other Errors. 
A eopy of the “eight-page pamphlet of which 
the officers of the American Secular Union wrote 
some time ago has reached us ai last. It would 
probably hav got here before had the responses to 
the secretary's appeal for funds been more generous. 
The pamphlet is a particularly pretty little work, 
and evidences the possession of good taste by the 
secretary. On the title-page is a picture in colors 
of the American flag—red, white, and blue, and ayel- 
low staff—with a verse of patriotic sentiment— 
** Forever float that standard sheet ! l 
Where breathes the foe but falls before us, 
With freedom’s soil beneath our feet, 
And freedom’s banner streaming o’er us?” 
This is followed by another poetical inquiry : 
„ Oh say, does the Star Spangled Banner yet wave 
O'er the land of the FREE ?" 

We regret, however, to see only forty stars in the 
flag, but we presume the secretary sees no use in 
counting states like New Jersey and Delaware and 
one or two Southern commonwealths. With this ex- 
ception and the necessarily painful nature of the 
inquiries put, the front page of the eight-page pam- 
phlet is a beauty. 

Nor is the last page bshind the first in iridescence, 
and one star differs from another star in glory only 
in the angle at which their light streams upon us. 
Here we hav the Pansy (from the French word 
pensée, meaning thought) in brighter than its nat- 
ural colors—dark blue, light blue, red, yellow, green, 
and purple, and one who objects to wearing such a 
distinguishing mark should procure him a new com- 
plexion or go and learn of the G. A. R. s. In connec- 
tion with the subject of the Pansy (from the French 
word pensée, meaning thought) the secretary tells 
us “for the benefit of inquirers, that Freethought 
does not mean bitter denunciation of those who 
hold different religious views from our own.” This 
badge is recommended for adoption, to express 
at first glance, without complexity of detail, 
the basic principle of Freedom of thought for which 
“Liberals of all isms are contending.” On this sub- 
ject the secretary glows with the enthusiasm for the 
beautiful so becoming young womanhood, and thus 
exhorts those obdurate individuals who fail to realize 
the necessity of a label: Let every patriot who is 
a Freethinker in this sense, adopt the pansy as his 
badge, to be worn at all times, as a silent and unob- 
trusiv testimony of his principles. In this way we 
shall recognize our brethren in the cause, and the en- 
thusiasm will spread; until, before long, the uplifted 
standard of the pansy, beneath the sheltering folds of 
the United States flag, shall everywhere thrill men’s 
hearts as the symbol of religious liberty and freedom 
of conscience.” 

We mention this badge particularly because, from 
a letter from Otto Wettstein in the Secular Union 
department, it seems likely that the fuss over the 
“field secretary” is to ba transferred to the sym- 
bols. This “war of the roses” bids fair to be more 
merry than the other, and we trust less bloody. 
Soon may we hear the secretary say: 


` 
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The editor of the Recorder talks like a full-fledged fool. 
There is within a stone’s throw of this office an old church 
now used as a theater itself, and worst of all, the plays put 
on its stage are villainous. Why not shriek about that? 
What difference is there between a brick or stone ‘‘ solemnly 


Now is the winter of our discontent 
Made glorious summer by this sun of York; 
And all the clouds that lower'd upon our house, 
In the deep bosom of the ocean bury’d,” 


titude of the Union, and if we must hav internecine 
strife, let it be this war of the roses. There's fun in 
that. : l 

“ Let me be umpire in this dreadful strife. 


And Mr. Wettstein: 
" es I see no reason, if I wear this rose, consecrated to the worship of God” and a brick or stone not 
If this white rose offend thy sight, That anyone should therefore be suspicious so treated? ‘‘Outraging the feelings of a church-going 
It in thy bosom bear; I more incline to Somerset than York : community "—bosh ! : 


"T will blush to find itself less white, 
. And turn Lancastrian there.” 

There is a great deal better chance for poetry and 
fun in this conflict than in the other. Mr. Wettstein 
has a badge to sell and Miss Oraddock a sentiment 
to uphold. He will get a good advertisment and she 
will help the manager of Mr. Wanamaker’s jewelry 
department. Our admiration for the sex compels 
us to say, Here's to the lady!“ but until Mr. 
‘Wanamaker answers the letters addressed to him 
from this office we hope his jewelry department will 
go broke. Si 

Up to this point we take it that we hav been 
` admiring the work of the secretary, and certainly 
Mr. Wettstein and Mr. Wanamaker's jewelry depart- 
ment to the contrary notwithstanding—the flag and 
the poetry and the pansy (from the French word 
pensée, meaning thought)—and the secretary too are 
worthy of our deepest feelings of reverence for the 
beautiful. The cover pages alone will take this little 
eight-paged pamphlet into the homes of the esthetic. 
But the work of art is not alone ornamental There 
are serious matters dealt with on the inside pages ; 
for these no doubt the president is responsible. 
But at the risk of being labeled one of those 
obtrusiv and undesirable individuals who indulge in 
“bitter. denunciation” we shall hav to call attention 
to one or two serious errors of statement. As for 
instance: l . 

* We hope that this call will be heeded by all truly 
progressiv societies, whether Spiritualist or Material- 
ist, Unitarian or Atheist, Socialist or Individualist, 
Christian or non-Ohristian. All such societies, no 
matter what their differing beliefs, agree heartily in 
one desire—that religious liberty and the right to 
freedom of thought shall be upheld.” 

We do not believe that all Christian societies de- 
sire religious liberty. If they do they choose curious 
ways to show such belief. If they do desire it, 
why pass Sunday laws, or blasphemy laws? or force 
Thanksgivings upon the people? or chaplains upon 
the legislatures? It seems to us that the laws the 
Union is trying to repeal (is the Union trying to repeal 
any laws?) are evidence in themselvs that all Ohris- 
tians are not desirous of religious liberty for others. 
Even the Unitarians look upon the average Free- 
thinker as a “blatant” person whom society should 
sit down upon. And it is a great cause of grief to 
them that auch persons will not stay sat upon, but 
insist upon rquirming around and making things 
uncomfortable for the sitters. 

Another serious error of phraseology is the use of | 
the word “sectarian” when “religious” is really, or 
should be, meant. Non-sectarian, but religious, so- 
cieties, are the very ones the Union is trying, or 
ought to be trying, to keep from stealing public 
funds. The chaplains in our legislatures make non- 
sectarian prayers. Thanksgiving and fast. days are 
non-sectarian periods of religious foolishnese. The 
oath is a non-sectarian superstition. What the Union 
was really organized to accomplish is to get religion 
out of the way in our government—religion of all 
stamps and stripes, from the Roman Catholic to The- 
istio Unitarianism—Gods of all degrees of incompre- 
hensibility, from the Jewish Jehovah to the most 
attenuated Unknowable of the philosophers. Clear 
them out, sweep them away, and let the people gov- 
ern themselvs. 

And we object to the statement also that the re- 
ligious enthusiasts who are threatening our public 
schools are well-meaning but thoughtless.” They 
are not well-meaning at all! They mean to use the 
schools supported by public funds to further and 
foster and sustain their particular and pet supersti- 
tions, and this is not well. It is as bad as it can be, 
and we hope the president of the Secular Union will 
in the next edition of this eight-paged pamphlet re- 
vise its text. The flag and the pansy (from the 
French word pensée, meaning thought) are all right, 
and may they stand 'gainst all of York's assaults! 
but it is giving away our case to pat the church on 
the back, ready to say Good Lord, Good Devil, as | 
the wind sets. Tho church has a dagger for fifth ribs 
which she has never been slow to use. Let us hav 
the text revised, because it does not truly giv the at- 


à 


. Both are my kinsmen, and I love them both." 
—— 2 —ñ—õ—j: 4 
Editorial Notes. 


Tue Christian Advocate prints in its last issue two para- 
graphs about the last Congress. In one Dr. Buckley says 
that notwithstanding its faults the country would be worse 
off without a Congress than with one. Why the thought 
occurs to him is explained in the second paragraph: Con- 
gress, in its closing hours, passed a bill granting $10,000 for 
the grading and extending of Massachusetts avenue to the 
Bite of the National University of the Methodist Episcopal 
church.” Ten thousand dollars ought to purchase a favora- 
ble opinion! 


WE noticed a week or two ago the Freedom of Worship 
bill now before the New York legislature, stating its object 
to be to effect an entrance for priests into the Randall's island 
House of Refuge. The Times now comments upon the bill 
and says that while the effort is not likely to succeed any 
more than those that hav been made 80 many times before, 
there is evidence that some sinister Influence is working 
against the House of Refuge elsewhere than at Albany. 
The number of commitments to that institution made by the 
magistrates of this city has been diminishing in a mysterious 
manner. For several years prior to 1888 they had exceeded - 
200 annually, sometimes reaching 300 or more, but in that 
year the number fell to 187. In 1889 it was 186, and last 
year it was only 67. Has there been such a gratifying re- 
duction in the number of juvenil delinquents, or hav they 
been sent elsewhere? During the year 1889, when 136 chil- 
dren were committed to the House of Refuge, 851 were gent 
tothe Roman Catholic Protectory, to which the city pays 
for their support a good deal more than it costs. Appar- 
ently, concludes the Times, the priests, who are unable to do 
their proselyting in the public institiitions, hav found some 
means of getting the objects of their solicitude sent to their 
own institution, Where they can take care of their religion 
and get a proportionate amount of the public funds for their 
pains. 


Waar shall we think of the Rev. Mr. Driver, who has been 
posing, as we learn, in the Northwest as the redoubtable 
champion of Christianity who met and overcame Colonel 
Ingersoll? His reputation was the greater, as if this were 
true he is the only Christian who ever debated " with Colo- 
nel Ingersoll on even equal terms, a8 the world acknowl- 
edges. Judge Black, Dr. Field, Mr. Gladstone, and others 
who hav put lance in rest against him, hav been unhorsed 
and sent limping from the lists. The colonel’s controver- 
sial victories over his opponents hav been admitted in 
every case even by those who did not share his views. But 
Dr. Driver, when a few thousand miles away, said he had 
debated with and overcome the great Agnostic, and the 
Young Men's Christian Associations which employed this 
new Christian David advertised the self-asserted victory with 
much assiduity. But mark how plain a tale shall put him 
down: 


„LAW Orricz oF Bont. G. INGERSOLL, 45 WALL Saren) 
„NEW Tonk, Feb. 14, 1891. 


“D. W. SMITH, ESQ., Port Townsend, Wash., Dear Sir: Your lot- 
ter was only brought to my attention this week on my return from 
several weeks’ absence. 

“I never ‘ debated’ with ‘Dr. Driver’ in my life—only met him 
incidentally once, that I remember—and I am not sure of that 
once, but my secretary says he thinks I met him once--or rather 
he met me at one of my lectures somewhere in Oregon. 

“ However, the matter is not worth attention. 

“Thanking you for your kind letter, and Mr. O. B. Reynolds for 
his remembrance, I am, yours very truly, R. G. INGES SOLL.” 


And now “ Dr.” Driver has lost his reputation among his 
honest friends, and there is none 80 poor to do him reverence. 
Lying does not pay. 


By Dunlap’s special cable comes this dispatch to the Press 
from Berlin: The Roman Catholic authorities in Treves 
announce that the holy coat of Joseph, the husband of Mary, 
will be exhibited during the summer, when it is expected a 
pilgrimage from the entire Catholic population of Germany 
will be made to view it. The garment was recently in- 
spected by learned clerical experts, and by them has been 
pronounced genuin.“ Learned clerical experts” is good; 
it would hav been better, however, had the last word been 
liars. But it is humiliating to reflect that there are human 
beings who will believe the story. 


Tas Chicago Sabbatarian fanatics hav formed a Colum- 
bian Sunday Association.” The object is to prevent injus- 
tice to the fifty thousand or more employees of the Columbian 
Fair and related industries by opening the Exposition on 
Sunday,” and “ to arrange for and carry on great mass meet- 
ings on the Sundays during the season of the World’s Expo- 
sition, to be addressed by distinguished speakers on themes 
appropriate to the day. Chorus singing to be a feature of 
these meetings.” How about the speakers and chorus sing- 
ers? - Don’t they need protection too? And then the 
audiences—will not they violate the Sabbath in attending 
mass meetings quite as flagrantly as by visiting the Fair? 
Out upon such hypocrisy ! 


ASSEMBLYMAN DRYPOLORHZE wants the legislature to pass a 
bill providing that St. Michael’s Home in Richmond county 
may care for destitute children, and may receive a per cap- 
ita allowance of the public funds devoted to such purpose 
in the same manner as other Similar institutions. That is to 
say he wants the state to pay two dollars per week for each 
pauper child of drunken and debauched Irish parents that 
police justices can be induced to commit to the home. That 
is the way the Catholic church keeps its membership up. 
And Mr. Blumenthal on the same day asked the legislature 
to exempt from taxation property at Rockaway Beach owned 
by a Hebrew society and used as a sanitarium for Hebrew 
children. Why.should the state help support a lot of sick 
Jewish children and not the sick children of all the people? 


Tue arrogant hoggishness of Roman Catholicism, a cult 
which assumes to own the country, is again brought promi- 
nently forward. This time it is a Roman Catholic member 
of the New York Assembly, and the point is made sharper 
by the fact that the member, a saloon-keeping Irishman, is 
so ignorant that he wrote his motion so as to substitute him- 
self for Bt. Patrick as Ireland’s ** patron saint.” This is the 
resolution offered in New York’s Assembly chamber on 
Friday, March 12th: 

* Resolved, If the senate concur, that when the legislature 
'adjourns on Monday evening, it be until Wednesday morning, in 
commemoration of the birthday of Ireland's patron gaint, T. D. 
Sullivan.” 

The resolution as written was laughed out of the house 


and ruled out of order by the speaker. But the mover 
could not see what his fellow-members were laughing at. 


— äàäàäàñäu4!.— 

Tux Independent has at last attained to omniscience. It 
knows precisely who is and who is not to be saved. It pro- 
claims that knowledge In these words: Those to whom the 
gospel is made known, or who hav the means of such knowl- 
edge, and hence hav the opportunity of acceptance by re- 
pentance and faith, must, by these exercises, accept that 
gospel, or die under the penal curse of sin. Compliance 
with these gospel terms of salvation, on the part of all such 
persons, is the one thing to be done, and that must be done, 
and if here they refuse, no matter for what reason, then, for 
this compliance there i8 no substitute and no equivalent." 
The people affected by this law it calls the “‘ rejecters of the 
gospels,” and thus describes them: All persons are such 
rejecters who, having the knowledge of the gospel or the 
means of such knowledge, for any reason fail to accept it by 
compliance with the conditions which it prescribes. They 
may be Open and undisguised Infidels, with their heads and 
their mouths full of objections to Christianity; or they may 
not be such, and may be simply careless and thoughtless 
persons, living for this world and for its transient pleasures , 
But in either event, the one fact which puts upon them the 
stamp of gospel rejecters is their own non-compliance with 
its conditions of salvation. This fact exists with knowledge 
or the means of knowledge, and it is, moreover, a positiv 
and voluntary attitude of the mind, without any invincible 
ignorance or absolute necessity, but a matter of free choice, 
and that, too, in circumstances which make the opposit 
choice alike possible and obligatory. All such persons of 
every grade and type of character are embraced in the one 
category of gospel rejecters. The Jews, as a people, in the 
time of Christ were, and since that time generally hav been, 
such rejecters. Millions of others in Christian lands belong 
to the same class.” What a crowd there will be in hell! 

— mer — — 
So Much the Worse for the Country. 
From the Sun. 

That able, lurid, and highly sulphurous journal, Tux 
TRUTH BERKXR, is insidiously and satanically booming in its 
correspondence the nomination of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll 
for president of the United States! Though demons may 
wag their fiery tails in fiendish joy st the thought of Bob, 
their own Bob, running hell-bent for election, they are still 
doomed to disappointment, Colonel Ingersoll will not 89- 
cept the nomination. 


A NIOE little tale comes from New Haven dated coinci- 
dently with the recent visit of John E. Remsburg to that 
city. It reads: The French Catholics of this city are in a 
state of excitement over what they calla miracle. A former 
member of the church while indulging in the most terrible 
blasphemy was stricken with paralysis a few days ago and 
is now unable to speak. The man’s name is Louis Le May. 
A number of friends had called on him to persuade him to 
attend church, when he began to denounce church, religion, 
and priests. The next minute Le May, it is said, was seen to 
grow rigid. His arms drew up convulsivly and he gasped 
for breath. He endeavored to speak but could not utter a 
word. The persons who witnessed the sudden and fearful 
stroke at once pronounced ita visitation of providence. They 
were completely awed by the man’s condition.” As we said, 
it is a nice little tale—and also a nice little lie. 


New Vokk has another Elliott F. Shepard in the editor of 
the Recorder, a new venture in daily journalism which is 
trying to make money take the place of brains in pushing 
itself to the front. Hear him: 

No man should be allowed to openly insult and outrage the feel. 
ings of a church-going community. There stands upon the corner 
of Fifth avenue and 85th street in this town the walls of what was a 
„beautiful church edifice, a building solemnly consecrated to the 
worship of God. The front of that building is now decorated with 
flaming showbills of theatrical performances. Take them down! 
The front of a church is not the place for circus posters.” 

The facts are, this old church building was given up a8 a 
church and used to exhibit paintings in. The interior 
was burnt out, and afterward the building was sold to a 
Jew, who allows its ruined walls to be made bulletin boards. 
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death." It is the primary principle of the order, as written | lady) knowledge of life after so-called death can be got, 


Leilers from friends. 


CorviLLE, Wasu., Feb. 23, 1891. 


Mz. Epiror: You can count on me as a subscriber to 
I cannot do 


Tue TRUTR Serer as long as I can pay for it. 
without it and be happy. There area great many Icfidels in 
this county, but very few outspoken Liberals. Mr. Putnam 
lectured here last fall, and there was a good turn out each 
night. C. B Reynolds is doing good work on the sound. I 
hope by next fall we can hav him with us on the east side of 
the state. Yours for liberty and truth, C. H. PROUrx. 


GIRENORA, N. Y., March 4, 1891. 

Mr. EDITOR: I regret that my idle scribbling on vacant 
Jand shou!d hav so disturbed thestomach of friend Gunther. 
But lacking “ sense enough to stop writing," let me tell of 
other things I ** don't know "—for instance, where the mill- 
ions of acres ave that are ‘‘ waiting for some one to come 
and take them." Government, they say, has no more culti- 
vable land, and has doubled its price on what it has. It 
looks as if somebody wanted vacant land. Settlers report 
to me that no tolerably good land can be had in California 
but at speculators’ prices. My daily paper says that a large 
‘tract of cultivated land opposit Pembina, and a large part of 
‘Fargo and Grand Forks, is likely to fall into the maw of 
the Great Northern railroad ; but I ** don’t know” whether 
‘these are the idle people who do not want vacant land, but 
‘cultivated farms” and city property that they may reap 
the benefit of others’ labor," to whom Mr. Gunther refers. 
In another paper I read that ten men own 229 0C0 of the 
365,000 acres in Marin county, Cal; and taat there are but 
102 land-owners in that county outside of city and town lots 
Mr. Gunther should enlighten us as to which class of idle 
people he refers to. J. K. IsGALLs. 


Norra, Uram, Feb. 28, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: In response to the inquiry made by your 
correspondent from New Mexico, I will say that during more 
than twenty years I hav frequently been on the site of the 
Mountain Meadows massacre, and hav never seen any un- 
usual desolati n there. Since the massacre, a man named 
Daniel Sill, and others, hav herded large flocks of sheep 
there, and herds of horses and cattle range over the coun. 
try. Otherwise than as these stock keep the range, near the 
spring, closely cropped, the Mountain Meadows raise as good 
crops of grass, sage brush, and oak brush as usual. Snow 
and rain, heat and cold, and all the elements, are just as 
propitious now as they were before the Arkansas travelers 
camped onthe Meadows; and the propitiation offered up in 
the person of John D Lee has not in the least affected the 
vegetable productions of that place. 

It is a pity that people should 80 industriously strain the 
truth in trying to sustain their superstitions. It is my opin- 
ion that half told truths are a part of the food on which 
superstition is fed. 

I know of any number of ranges in the Western country 
that, under similar conditions, hav been eaten out equally 
with the Mountain Meadows, and, of course, look ‘equally 
desolate. Groner A. Bureon. 


New Tonk, N. Y., Feb. 23, 1°91. 

Mr. Epirok: The blanks received in Taz Trura BsE&ER 
for circulation petitioning Congress not to permit the Co. 
lumbian Fair to be held at Chicago in 1892 to be closed on Sun- 
day, are received weekly. Oa receipt of the first one I 
attemp ed to circulate it, but soon found the labor in my con- 
dition would be too much, and passed the blanks to inter 
ested friends. But it seems to me impossible that the gov- 
ernment can pursue so suicidal a course, with the result of 
the Centennial fair at Philadelphia fresh in their memory, 
and I will not believe it possible that in the iatelligence of 
the present day it can be closed on that day. I think the 
church might as well attempt to prevent the sun from risir g 
on that day, only permitting it to rise on a week.day. Miss 
Marie C. J. Mayer, a much-esteemed young lady among her 
associates, who has been pursuing her studies the past two 
years in Paris, informs me persorally that the American de. 
partment at the French fair in Paris was kept obstinately 
closed on Sunday, to the inconvenience of her and her fellow- 
pupils, who had no other time to visit it. It must be hu- 
miliating to the American church.goer to see the wild geese 
flying over the steeples of the churches in their yearly mi- 
grations north and south, beyond the reach of r fl shot, on 
Bunday. Gro. M. Davenport, 


TxNGSBORO, Mass , Feb 26 291. 

To W. L. Wits, Kokomo, [nd As a member and au- 
thorized representativ of the Brotherhood of Moralists, I re. 
ply to your adverse epistle addressed to them and printed in 
Tae TRUTRH SREEKRR of Feb. 14, 1891. 

You being, as you say, not an Anarchist, Communist, 
superstitionist, religionist, immoralist, or Spiritualist,” you 
do not appear to be cataloged with the inadmissibles to the 
Brotherhood of Moralists; and what you offer as reasons for 
not uniting therewith, after several invitations to join, seem 
to me to be irrelevant, no matter whether or not your claim 
to knowledge of life after death is well grounded in scien- 
tifically demonstrated facts. The Brotherhood of Moralists 
calls for knowledge, and if you hav it, and can show, as you 
say you know, that when man dies he livs again, you above 
all others would and should be most welcome to our family 
circle, over twelve hundred strong—beating the twelve 
apostles à hundred to one. As says the editor of the Moral 
ist, the organ of the Brotherhood, ** We trust our readers 
will not infer that the Brotherhood of Moralists, as an = 
jzation, is committed to the non-immortality doctrin. 

No person is excluded from the Brotherhood of Moralists or 
expelled therefrom for believing in & deity or a life after 


| lous stories of the Bible, which were passed around orally 


in its constitution and explained in its ** Defense,” that rea- 
aon is the only criterion of conduct, and therefore whoever 
acknowledges reason—human intelligence—as final authority, 
and behaves himself accordingly, is acceptable and desirable 
as a member. Like yourself, Iam an Atheist; I know all 
Gods and all religions are frauds. I am a naturalist; every- 
thing that is is natural.“ And 80 say we all of us. 
í JomN P. Gum». 


Exsinorg, CaL., Feb. 25, 1891. 

Mz. Eprror: In this country of Atheists and Infidelity to 
the church, we are not entirely God-forsaken, as the few re- 
ligious people are willing to testify. Our rainy season occurs 
between October and April, but this time it begins to look as 
if we would hav a dry winter. .Old.timers, however, saw 
indications of a storm. and the Spanish priests, who are all 
old-timers, therefore ordered prayer to be offered, a masa. 
Of course the Lord heard them and the rain came. It 
seems, however, that they did not limit his Lordship to any 
given amount, and within five days no less than 10. inches of 
rain hav fallen, doing great damage. Our Elsinore lake, 
which is a body of water three by eight miles, has raised six 
feet and is now discharging to the sea. Is it not time that 
our state legislature is taking some hand in this matter of 
prayer? Are these religious cranks to rule us indoors and 
out and call down rain without limit? It seems to me that 
the statute should provide that any priest, minister of the 
gospel, deacon, or other religious person, or any person at 
all having in fluence with any God, Holy Ghost, messiah, or 
other supernatural being residing in the clouds and having 
unlimited power, who willfully uses such influence in prayer 
and causes rain to fall in quantities of more than two inches 
at any one time, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
proof thereof sny such priest, minister, deacon, or person 
baving used such infiuence with any said God, messiah, 


Ghost, or supernatural power shall be adjudged guilty and 


punished and fined, as in other cases of crimes enumerated 


in this code. 


The matter has already gone too far. Here we are in 


Elsinore now with railroads washed away, bridges swept 


into the lake, wagon-roads torn up, and flour daily rising 
in price, with the gloomy prospect that we shall hav to sub- 
sist on green alfalfa hay for two or three weeks. 

Very truly, F. H. Heap. 


MınnearoLis, MiNN., Feb. 20, 1891. 

Mz. Epiror: Some few weeks ago a story. was started by 
some ignorant and credulous person in one of the country 
districts of Minnesota, that a certain woman had given birth 
to a devil. It was reported to the daily papers of Minneap- 
olis and St. Paul, and, without farther investigation at the 
time, published. The press throughout the country of 
course took it up, each editor tampering with it to suit his or 
her own particular belief, until ncw I am informed by 


communications from Liberal friends in different parts of the 
country, who wish to know the truth in the case, that cred- 


ulons, superstitious Christians are reporting it as a case of 
** divine vengeance upon an Infidel woman who had blas- 
phemed Jesus Christ.” 

In order to giv some idea of the credulity and superstl- 
tion exhibited in these reporte I take the following from a 
communication received from a Liberal friend in New York. 
He says: '* All the French papers of Canada are publishing 
an incredible report of divine vengeance on an Infidel near 
Minneapolis, to the effect that about two months ago a Mrs. 
M. blasphemed the name of Jesus Christ, and that about 
three weeks later she gave birth to a devil completely cov- 
ered with hair two inches long, and with two horns and a 
long tail, and claws instead of nails; and that the infernal 
kid was not five minutes old when he jumped out of bed 
and began his career of raising hell, and that now, though 
only five weeks old, he is tne terror of the neighborhood, 
and the whole state of Minnesota in a stir over the matter." 
(Is it not a sad predicament that we in Minnesota are in?) 
O:her communicationg hav accounts of similar reports, and 
request the truth in the case; so I hav thought it best to ask 
you to publish the facts in your paper for the benefit of all 
Liberal friends who are not in a position to obtain them first- 
hand. 

Bhortly after the story was first published, a number of 
physicians went from Minneapolis and St. Paul to investi- 
gate the matter, and found that there was not a word of 
truth in it. The papers hav since stated that it was a com- 
plete fabrication. 

It is the work of the old trinity—ignorance, credulity, and 
superatition. People who hav adopted a scientific way of 
thinking do not giv credence to any such reports. Here we 
hav an illustration of how a story or report, perhaps with 
no foundation, perhaps with some common natural occur- 
rence a8 8 foundation, gets magnified to enormity in a few 
weeks in these enlightened times, with the press to make 
records. How, then, can we put credence in those miracu- 


for a generation or so before they were written ? 
Leroy BERRIE. 


Kokomo, Inp , March 1. 1891. 

Miss Evra E. Grason: In Tar Trvrs Seexer of February 
28th you make some remarks on my article of February 14th, 
in which I affirm that the Brotherhood of Moralists hav 
pledged themselvs not to investigate spirit phenomena nor al- 
low, if possible, anyone else to do so; and I aso said, this is 
the obvious meaning of their obligation; and if I hav made 
false statement" I am not aware of it. The papers I hav re- 
ceived from the Brotherhood justify me in saying what I 
hav said, or I do not understand the language used. 

By following the directions which I gave, amusing, 
forty years old, and out of date" as they are (with this wise 


knowledge which you hav fought and are now fighting 
against, and you would prevent anyone from using these 
means or any other to get this knowledge. You may deny 
this, but the sneer exhibited in the language you use, con- 
sciously Or unconsciously to you, givs you away. 

I will inform you that I was not ‘caught on a table." I 
used altogether other processes in my investigation. The 
one I gave is the easiest understood and observed by inves- 
tigators who-hav little or no knowledge on this subject. 

I hav seen in TRE TauTH SRRRRR articles from you 
claiming that what are called spirit phenomena are or hav 
been about you, and yon claim to understand and be famil- 
iar with these things. Now, you will do me a great favor by 
stating what phenomena there hav been about you. Giv all 
the particulars of each phase, and especially explain the 
cause, 80 Others can learn how to get the same. You are 80 
much wiser than I am that surely-you can make the whole 
matter clear, and then perhaps investigators wil] be able, by 
your instructions, to dispense with that clean " table that 
** amuses ? you 80 much. 

Please do not forget to relate the full particulars of how 
you saw, from your house in the East to Liberal, Mo., what 
was going on there when poor Walser? was getting fud. 
dled by the spirits. Tell how you did this, and giv direc- 
tions how others can see things at so great a distance. 

I made a similar request of you once before, but you were 
88 silent as you suppose the so-called dead to be. Now, I 
mean business. I ama truth seeker, and I beg you to do 
your part by telling all you know about spirit phenomena. 

Now is the time for you to present the ‘‘ truth” you pos- 
sess and use your ‘‘ good sense” to make the same clear to 
the understanding of the common mind. If you are anxious 
to gave“ me, as you call it. do not giv it up with I can’t.” 
Please try, and greatly oblige, ' 

Yours for truth, 


W. L. WILLIS. 


BrOOMD ALR, O., Feb. 15, 291. 
Mz. Eprrok: In view of the present controversy about 


tactics to be pursued by the American Secular Union, a 


voice from the gallery“ might not be out of place if you 


will kindly grant me space for a few minutes. 


D:. Westbrook's mode of action to me seems much too 


mild and gentle—like striking a man in the face and then 
begging to be excused, or like a man about to set fire to an- 


other man's house but previously notifying him of his inten- 
tion. In time of war each army prepares for battle and does 


not send its scouts into the enemy’s lines to expose its plans. 


When old Napoleon wished to giv battle he concocted his 
plans on the spur of the moment and sent his men out for 
the immediate execution of these plans. From his achieve- 


ments we may learn that bold and precipitate action gener- 
ally leads to success. 


We want to ridicule the church to 
death; to attack her as she attacks us, without mercy, with- 
out gloves. If we wish to please the church and not our- 


selvs, we could not do this better than by holding our 


tongues; that would suit them best of all. 
You will pardon me if I say a few words in —Ó to 


myself. Having received numerous Freethought papers 


with requests to become a subscriber, it grieves me to say I 


am 80 situated as to make it impossible to do so laudable an 


act. And every time you call for help, as in the case of 


Jeremiah Hacker, Wm. Hart, and others, mv heart aches 
because I cannot respond to these calls. 


It gave me pleas. 
ure to see how Samos Parsons, of California, donated. Most 
of the Liberals, I belicve, when they were still Christians 
gave freely to that worse than useless cause, and now since 


their mental emancipation should un doubly weil for this 


great and good cause. 

I here affix, as the rest of my letter, some ideas jotted 
down as they pass through my miad. They may not be 
new, but what is new under the sun? 

To employ the ignorance and prejudice of the masses is to 
take hold of the lever of Archimedes with which he proposed 
to move the world. 

The ideas of heaven and hell are both children of the hu- 
man brain, and hav no existence in facts. One of them isa 
place where all wish to go, and they wish it for their friends; 
the other is a place where no one wants to go, and all 
wish it for their enemies. 

Kaock down 88 much of the church edifice as you can at 
every opportunity, and hold up the tree of knowledge as 
long as you liv. i 

Our wishes do not establish anything in the realm of nat- 
ure; if they did, our prayers might be of some value. 

To engage in what is commonly called a brave fight is 
what I term a misapplication of force. 

One of the j ys of the priesthood is a lot of young people 
who attend Sunday-school with regularity ; and I might add, 
their greatest joy is a powerful congregation who attend and 
pay well. C. C. GRERMaNN. 


EI MIRA, N. Y., Feb. 28, 1891. 

Mn. Eprrog: Your complaint against the transmission 
through the mails of a certain book entitled, The Holy 
Bible, containing the Old and New Testaments: translated 
out of the Original Tongues,” etc., which in your honest 
opinion is * obscene,” ‘‘lewd,” and lascivious,” is highly 
commendable, and should meet the approbation of every 
moral person in the country. The very many passages 
which you hav cited in your complaint are certainly most 


„grossly offensiv to modesty, and tend to subvert respect 


for decency and morality.” Millions of copies of the book 
complained of hav passed through the mails decade after 
decade, and never before, to my knowledge, has there been 
a complaint entered against the book. The only reason I 
can giv for this state of things is that the work in its en- 
tirety bas not been read and examined as to its whole con- 
tents, for certainly no refined and moral-minded person 


— 
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can read the entire work, passing through your citations and 
many others not mentioned, without becoming disgusted 
and blushivgly ashamed of its rampant lewdness, obscenity, 
and laeciviousness, wholly unfit for pure minds to deliberate 
upon for one moment. There is not a single church congre- 
gation in the land nor an assemblage of decent and respect- 
able men and women that would tolerate in their presence 
and hearing the reading of the passages to which you hav 
called the attention of the post-office department for a deci- 
sion. Not a single woman constituting these assemblages 
would remain in the church or social gatherings, and if any 
of the men remained it would be only to punish the impious 
zmmoralist who by reading the vile literature referred to 
insulted their wives and daughters. There is not one person 
out of one hundred that knows anythivg about the vast 
amount of the immoralities, debauchery, licentiousness, and 
vilenees contained in this book. and when & believer in it is 
apprised of its obscenity and impurity, and absolute unfit- 
ness for the present age a8 à book upon which to base a high- 
toned, sound morality, he at once becomes enraged and even 
abusiv, and says that it is a history of the times in which it 
was written, and the wickedness, debauchery, and all the 
vileness had to be given to be a guardian against the com- 
mission of these evils by future generations. Hav not these 
historical accounts been à most damnable curse to the world ? 
Hav they not degraded the human race? Hav they not 
polluted the human mind? Hav they not been an incubus 
to civilization? Yet this stenchful Jewish literature is 
claimed to be for the world’s good, written by divine inspi- 
ration, by Jewish barbarians inspired by s barbaric God. I 
am for driving such a Gnd out of heaven, out of hell,.out 
of the world, out of the nation, out of the state, out of soci- 
ety, out of the home, out of the human mind. While God 
and the book complained of exist where human beings are, 
there can be no human liberty, no true happiness, and man 
cannot attain to his highest possibilities. Since you hav ear- 
nestly sought for a decision whether the volume entitled 
the Holy Bib'e” is or is not an immoral book within the 
meaning of the Jaw, I hope you will press the matter to a 
conclusion, ag you seem to be determised to do. Can Mr. 
Wanamaker, after being applied to, refuse to entertain your 
request? If so, by what right can he or his department 
ignore an American citizen’s request, especially so impor- 
tant a one, which interests the body politic? In Mr. Wana- 
maker’s own language, he cannot possibly refuse to act in 
your case without becoming a lawbreaker. This important 
case will be watched with very much interest. i 
L. Dg Wirt Gztsworp. 


LzextGToN, KY., March 8, 1891. 

MR Eorror: We hav listened with pleasure to a lecture 
by Miss Sybil Carter, a foreign missionary. She slanders the 
Buddhists, although they hav expounded beautifully the idea 
that we are our own gods. 

A human being is a powerful organization, the highest 
form of natural force, the cause of causes. Dame Nature 
stoops from her pedestal to recognize an intelligent will, un- 
affected by a passing fancy.” What has the might of a 
locomotiv to do with the passing breeze? 

This hint reminds.me that the Freethought cause is now 
affected by every passing breeze," It requires a powerful 
organization, so perfect and complete that it will almost 
move itself. Don't the Masons and the Catholics know that 
this is 80? Then, with truth on our side, who can stand 
against us? Big heads and bayonets will hav their own 
task to.perform, without dissensions. Those lack-luster and 
frozen faculties called intuitions, we do not adhere to so 
much 88 to spontaneous motivs atid acts which are the off. 
spring of well.ad vised judgment and gentle experience. If 
you wish to advance the Freethought cause, send a loaf of 
bread to the starving’ Christian, insulted daily by some 
church—also a dime, to buy coal oil and an Infidel tract. 
You may look for results. 

The best part of our machinery is to be found in the sweet 
impulses of nature—in good deeds, sympathy, love, and 
kindness. I saw the other day a very pious woman giv a 
kick to a very sweet little girl living with her, Sarah Wells, 
fora trifle. Mary Lutson, a larger girl, who hates Sunday- 
schools, drew her into her arms and kissed the face of the 
sobbing victim all over, then placed her in her own mother’s 
doorway, singirg to her a lovely song. I carried fruit 
to them, what little I had, and thus we had & pleasant time. 
‘The vixen disappeared. 

Do not discourage Mr. Charlesworth. He knows what to 
do with bayonets and kind words too. 

But the hardest problem to solve is to draw a house. A 
lecture on a literary subject will always call out hearers—a 
lecture such as we might expect from an Infidel. Then if a 
few leave the house, those who remain will be benefited. 
The sale of tickets will enable the lecturer to giv a tract to 
each person present. 

We are told that nature is always struggling to revert to 
original types of organized being. Truly the mills of the 
goda grind slowly. Life and Freethought are the only anti- 
dot es to inertia and fear—the last a demon that haunts the 
mind to cause it to return to the idea of God. Lest some 
maddening passion may in the future hav power to rearouse 
some wolfish instinct in the human heart which we thought 
had passet into oblivion, let us stand firm. 

Even Miss Carter, the sweet missionary, would fain waste 
money in building churches in which we should be reminded 
of Shadrach & Co., whose performance rivals the Indian fire 
of tbe suttees. Modern jugglers bathe the hand in a solu- 
tion of alum, vitriol, and onion juice, after which they are 
ab'e to take up red-hot coals of fire without injury. 

Miss Carter wotild carry the human race to the threshold 
of sensual religion, when the pleasure of a refined experi- 
ence is more exquisit than gold of Ophir, more precious than 
costly gems. i ] re 


at a political crisis was injurious to Rome. Others say that 
the Epicureans ruined the most stable commonwealth in the 
world. Epicurus lived, with his disciples, on barley cakes 
and water from the spring. Temperance in all things, was 
his style of luxury. He thought good behavior was condu- 
civ to happiness. It was Cardinal Gibbons who misunder- 
stood the maxims of this great philosopher. -A man is not a 
sybarite who finds happiness in virtue. Colonel Ingersoll 
(our future president, I hope) does not attribute improve- 
ments to religion. Perhaps he thinks good principles are 
more important than creeds. If a Christian nation is sink- 
ing, the righteous always say a little more religion would 
prop it up.” 

The fine arts are a hindrance to vulgarity aud coarseness. 
If a people are wrecked, let them die genteelly. 

I:hav been burnt out, and cruelly persecuted. Please 
remit something to Mr. Macdonald for my relief. I will 
send in return a portrait of Mr. Bennett, or Ingersol) (oil 
painting), or Mr. Macdonald, if I could get his photograph. 
A registered letter is best for this place. ALHAZA. 


LiNoorw, NRB., March 1, 1891. 

Me. Erro: During the interim of silence upon my 
part I hav eagerly watched the columns of the grand old 
TRUTH SzEKEE, and hav with persistent and growing inter- 
est read every thought projected by the different advocates 
of Liberal organization, and am astonished that so few 
hav so far pointedly expressed themselvs, when certainly so 
many must surely be in favor of such a measure. But then, 
Iam fully aware that all great reforms come slowly, but 
nevertheless surely. Yet J cannot refrain from fanning the 
‘feeble flames at every opportune moment, hoping that soon 
the proper fuel will be added which will sturt such a com. 
bustion and emit such heat that if will at once warm up 
every Liberal (and there are quite a number in our city of 
sixty thousand inhabitants) to such an extent that he will be 
able to throw off this dormancy and enter the work with 
renewed life. Let us keep the pot boiling; the end is not 
yet. And ere long some one will hit upon a method or de 
vise some plan or plans that may be favorable enough for 
general adoption. Nearly all organizations that hav sprung 
up and. reached proportions worthy of note hav been at first 
crude emanations from some enthusiastic mind, yet the re. 
fining processes of sifting the gross matter through successiv, 
but perhaps not greater, minds, has seldom failed to either 
establish the matter as wholly practicable. demonstrable, or 
useless. And thus it will be in the case of Liberal organiza 
tion—the seed must be properly planted; and in this boasted 
land of the free” we hav the soil especially adapted for ite 
reception. The brawn and brain of the Liberal element of 
this country will watch with interest its first appearance ae 
it shoots forth watered by the purerefreshing of Freethought 
and nurtured by the sunbeams of reason, and will vie with 
each other in keeping it free from the choking ir fluencee 
of Christian weeds, clods, and superstition; and after 3 
healthy growth is assured we surely can find some one 
who will champion our great cause until the harvest shal) 
come and its fruits shall gladden and make merry with bene 
fits the hours of all who now are unable in its absence to 
enjoy them on account of the creed-bound laws that govern 
all institutions that hav 80 far been instituted for tbe relie! 
of the fellow-man in the struggles incident to human life. I 
say, Onward! the victory can be won. 

Just now there seems to be quite an agitation through the 
columns of TRR TRUTH SEEKER in regard to the Spiritual 
philosophy, and I like Veritas,” from Port Huron, S. D. 
for his frankness in stating his belief ia the communication 
of spirits with the denizens of earth. Yet I am myself more 
nearly situated like H. H. Philbrick, of Havana, Ill. I hav 
been.an honest investigator of this occult force (for I deem 
it a force) for twenty-six years, and I am not yet of the opin- 
ion that the varied phenomena or any of them that I hav 
ever witnessed are the work of decarnated spirits. It ir 
true, I hav witnessed many problems that I could not solve 
end that I think would be useless to giv to Brother Wettstein 
Yet when I am through investigating, if I ever am, if I hav 
indubitable evidence that it is not the work of spirits, then 
I will step fearlessly and without any compunctions upon the 
-broad Materialistic platform upon which Brother Wettstein 
so grandly stands. During my period of investigation it 
has been my fortune to meet with many honest mediums, 
and a great many dishonest ones—at least, so I believed— 
and my deductions are that there is a force outside of the 
medium and the sitter. Yet what that force is I am totally 
at a loss to explain, and so far, unless some good Materialist 
can mathematically or otherwise demonstrate that it is not 
the work of spirits once endowed with forms in earth.life 
but who hav passed through the change called death or dis- 
solution, then the Spiritualist has the best of the argument, 
because I cannot see how anyone who will honestly and fear- 
lessly investigate can deny that these manifestations do take 
place but in so many instances are unexplainable. Hence 
the honest believer, having sufficient evidence, calls it Spir- 
itualigm. The Materialist shakes his head, looks wise, aud 
when asked how and by what means these phenomena are 
produced at once exclaims, Fraud! I will not attempt to 
giv in this article any of my experiences. I hav already 
encroached upon the space of others. Suffice it to say that 
all I hav witnessed has been witnessed by hundreds of 
others, with much more that I hav not had the time or oppor- 
tunity of seeing, and the testimony of thousands can be re- 
corded in this same line whose opinions and whose state- 
ments for truth and veracity none ought to question. 

Yours for truth, J. H. Gorarre. 

Kent, O., March 1, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: Will it be in order to call our Secular and 
Freethinking leaders to a halt ? I, for one, am always ready 


Some Christians imagin that even the benevolence of Cato | 


to read articles from Brothers Watts, Burnham, Westbrook, 
Foote, e£ al (** stars in our Freethought sky”) but I really 
think the “‘ rancid ” discussion now going on in defense of 
each other's past views and good intentions“ as regards 
the proper and best way to promulgate Freethought to our 
people, should be brought to a close, for the following rea- 
sons: 1. “A house divided against itself cannot stand.” 
“Ia union there js strength." ‘Charge on our enemy and 
not our friends." 
precept and practice, and it is not best to preach unity, via 
science, and practice individual destruction, via superstition. 


2. We must leave the Christians in both 


The past has shown its terrors through the door of igno- 


rarce, not because our ancestors were not honest in their 
intentions, but because they themselvs were crude, living 
in a crude age. 
age of individual and saintly worship, and we no longer 
‘should pay: our tribute of devotion to either ourselvs or 
others, but to priociples and charity. 
that the combatants ard advisers in the little war now wag- 
ing are eager to ** bury the hatchet” ard ** work together for 
the good of the Lord” (elevation of men). A little oil scat- 
tered on the troubled waters will calm the surging waves. 


The present has rigen above the idolatrous 


I hav no doubt but 


I used to clerk for an architect—t. e., I cut the timber 


down and he drew the plans for putting it up again—and T 
learned that it required the best timber to make shingles, 
and that a good roof was requisit to preserve peace in the 


family, for “a leaky roof makes a scolding wife." For my 
part, I think that any one of our great speakers is good 
enough to make shingles, foundation sills, or finishing lum- 
ber, and that it will take all of them, also us little nails, to 
make the great edifice of Freethought (we must be Ait on 
the head to be driven). 


I feel like saying, Eugene, you are a brick, for you hav 
at last struck the key-note, in showing up Wanamaker, Com- 
stock, & Co. in their unscrupulous way of keeping ob- 
scene, lewd, and lascivious” books out of the mails. But, 
Brother Macdonald, don't you know you will cast a lasting 
disgrace upon God's book? You naughty Eugene, I will 
bav Mr. Heston show you up” in picture, for you must 
not be so vile, and if my father, his father, and his father’s 
father were alive they would say, you Infidel wretch.” 
However, I do not care; I do not suppose I can go where 
‘hey are, for they ‘‘cast their burdens on the Lord,” and I 
am trying to carry mine myself. 


A word, please, to T. E. Longshore, who I think is rather 
premature in some of his logical conclusions, in his“ con- 
demnation act" os W. L. Willis in *' Spiritology” in Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER of February 28:h. While I am no Spiritual- 
ist or Spiritologist, 1 know sometings” that tells me “I 
don’t know some other tings,” and what I don’t know is 
what I am seeking, and while in tho field cf research I am 
willing to hav ‘‘ all the conditions” right so that no fog shall 
: bscure the sun in its attempt to reach the earth and make 
its light known to me in all manner of ways. Mr. Long- 
shore says. Knowledge obtained without the use in acq 1ír- 
ing it of all or of the majority of the renses,” etc., cannot 
be safely trusted." I would ask Brother Longshore how 
many of his senses he brings into use to add up a column of 
figures. He certainly cannot hear, feel, or smell the figures 
or the amount when added. The sun shines; we see it and 
feel the heat, no more. We see and smell a rose—two out 
of five. We see two bodies approach each other, say it is 
** attraction," yet cannot hear, smell, feel, or taste it—only 
one in five. He seems to vote against ** conditions,” and I 
think conditions are necessary in all things. A combination 
of conditions only can giv us our electric light; the least 
fault in the dynamo, conductors, or circuit will endanger the 
light. A d even an arc-light of great candle. power cannot 
be seen by a blind man—optical condition bad. Science 
reaches of but three forms of material— solida, liquids, and 
gases. We can see and feel the solids (some of them can 
be tasted, and others can be heard when in motion). 'The 
liquids can be seen and felt, and some of them smelt. The 
gases can be learned but from two or three at most of the 
five senses. A cloudy condition obscures the rays of the 
sun, yet it shines ‘‘all the sime." A clean table is a fine 
toi g, even to eat on, saying nothing about inviting “ an- 
gelic spirits of the departed” to dine with us and teach us 
of the hereafter ; and if they can know, write, or materialize 
better with a “low lamp,” let us yield to them. As this is 
ay first time on earth, that I know of, I do not wish to dic- 
tate to the spirits how they shall do or ask (I may be able to 
change the conditions hereafter to suit Brother Longshore), 
and will listen as best I can. 

Iam not disposed to think all persons fools or deceived 
because they see things that I cannot or are easier convinced 
than myrelf, for I may be wrong. I hav friends who call 
me a fool (and I know i!) because I cannot be convinced. 
They say I hav seen enough to make me a Spiritualist. 
Well, if so, I am either a foo) or not honest (I think botb). 
But the facts are, the question is too great to jump at con- 
clusions. And now I will side with Longshore and admit 
that we know not of the great law of psychology that may 
govern all the phenomena called Spiritualism. Allow me to 
state a fact that I fail to understand. In the fall of 1880 I 
was traveling with a son eighteen years old. We traveled 
by night, with horse and carriage. One night after hitch- 
ing up” my son said, Pa, there is something going to hap- 
peu to-night.” I said, *'Nothing more than common." 
** Yes,” said he, somethirg more than common." In about 
two hours from that time he was bitten by a copperhead 
snake. His mother, two hundred miles away, waked up 
that night at 2 o'clock, and she says she knew there was 
trouble. In two days after, I received a letter from ber ask 
ing what was the matter. My son is not superstitious, 


neither hag he ever seen any ghosts or predicted trouble be- 
fore or since. 
Spiritology come in? 


Where does either the psycholog'cal Jaw or 
A. D. SWAx. 
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2 ? = 
Children’s Corner. |. dome oer oor 
JAdited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fal 
Riser, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


"never geen you.” 


ence ?” : 

Jimmy was silent. 

** Will you go home with me ?" 

** Yes, sir.” : 

They talked but little on the way, but afte 
they had reached the house and entered the 
library, the judge remarked: ‘‘I suppose you 
hav no idea of the amount of money in this 
purse.” 

„No, sir.” 

** Over a thousand dollars.” 

* By cricky! Beg your pardon—I mean, 
oh, my!” : 

** Now, do you not wish you had kept it ?” 

No, sir; I wouldn't keep nothing of 
yourn if anybody would giv me the hull 
world, I mean unless you wanted me to hav 
it." 

* Now, I want you should tell me why you 
follow me about and do so meny favors for 
me for nothing." 

„ Cause you allers look kind at me, and 
called me your son and your good boy, and 
nobody never did afore, and I've tried to be 
good ever since.” 

* Hav you no father, mother, or other 
relatives ?” 

„No, sir, not as I knows on. Granny 
Biggs kep’ an’ pounded me when I didn’t beg 
a lot, till I runned away and wouldn't liv 
with her no more; then I sold papers.” 

* Would you like to liv with me any 
better ?” 

** What, liv right here.and be your truly 
son?“ 

[11 Yes.” 

* And be dressed nice, and go to schoo! 
and could I call you papa ?" 

“Certainly, and my wife wil be your 
mamma.” 

„Oh, but maybe she wouldn't like me!” 

“Yes, she will,” said a pleasant voice in 
the doorway, and a beautiful lady glided into 
the room and kissed him, ragged and dirty as 
he was. Jimmy commenced to cry. 

Why, my son, what is the matter?” 
asked the judge. i 
„m so—so happy,” he sighed. 


* Botween the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day'8 occupations 
That is known as the Obildren's Hour.” 


“A Big Enough Family.“ 


think there was chilens enough 

There was Kitty and Pomp and me; 

A cat and a dog and a little boy 
Are a big enongh family. 

We used to hav lots o’ fun, you bet, 
And now we hav none at all; 

There's somsthing upsta’re in mamma’s bed, 
A little red thing in a shawl. 


“Tt I slide down the bannisters, 

Joy make a little noise 

A woman comes out and pats my head, 
And talke about * good little boys.’ 

She wears a white apron and a cap, 
And ’pears to own the house, 

I wonner ’f she thinks a fellow like me 
18 got far on his feet, like a mouse : 


„They're all the time talking about my nose 

It's broke on the bridge, they say, 

And they were certain sure there'd be 
An accident there some day. 

And when I look in the glass they laugh ; 
It's funny, I suppose. 

But nobody ever did that before 
When anything hurted my nose. 


„When papa comes in, he says, ‘ Hullo, 

You little rat—how’s Sis?’ 

He means that wiggly thing upstairs 
The cook calls Little Mies,’ 

That's got the puckers in her skin, 
And tquintioes in her eyes, 

And looks like a 'gyptian mummy, 
"Specially when ghe cries. 


„Her nose i8 ten times broker'n mine, 

Don’t look like a nose, a bit. 

It's got little holes, but not any bone, 
And mamma keeps pinching it. 

Jack Wilder'8 got a brother now, 
‘At can walk and pitch a ball; 

Why didn’t they get a child like that 
Stead of that thing in a shawl? 


* Anyhow I've got Pomp and Kit, 
They know a lot for true, 
They scoot when they see that woman come, 
And that’s /zactly what I do. 
She can’t catch ug, but when she says 
That baby’s the image o’ me, 
I wish that Pomp and Kit and I 


A * Now, this will not do. I will hav good 

the family.” ? 
Wag all MP famiy, Bieanor Kirk, Jacob giv you a bath while I go out and 
— purchase you a suit of clothes. Here, I will 
Jimmy. measure you first. As soon as you are 


dressed we will hav dinner.“ 

Jimmy did not look like the same boy 
after his bath, and the donning of his new 
suit, his pretty stockings and neat slippers, 
and his long tangled hair arranged in beauti- 
ful curls by his mamma. She then led him 
to a long pier glass to view himself. My, 
I guess I'm somebody else!" he exclaimed. 

** You are Jamie Cheney now,” she re- 
plied, ** our little son.” 

Jamie, as we will now call him, was very 
awkward at the table. He commenced to 
eat with his knife, then observing his papa 
and mamma, he blushed and used his fork 
instead. But the judge and his good wife 
soon put his mind at ease, and taught him 
the use of his napkin and other table man- 
ners. He is now a man, a kind and dutiful 
son, a good husband and proud father. Who 
among our rich will do what Judge Cheney 
did? BADIE ATHENA Macoon. 

Station D, Los Angeles, Cal. 


— 


A Letter from Alhaza. 


Dzar Yovwa FRIENDS: Cardinal Gibbons 
quotes Bt. Paul's remark, that God chooses 
the weak to confound the strong. I think I 
would not oppose the strong, if they conduct 
themselvs in a reasonable manner. 

He also makes the assertion, that Christian- 
ity was established by the finger of God, 
and not by the might of kings. On the con- 
trary, I think religion was propagated in the 
usual way, and no method omitted for this 
purpose that the craft of man could suggest. 

Anything that could be made available— 
persuasion, intimidation—was resorted to to 
coerce the human mind into acceptance. 

The most shameful and dishonorable ap- 
peals hav been addressed to that principle of 
credulity, which St. Jerome remarks is with- 
out limit. 


Judge Cheney was passing down the street 
when close by his side he heard: ** Mornin’ 
Star, Times, and Herald one for a nickel, 
three for a dime! Paper, mister?“ and the 
little ragged newspaper-vender held one be- 
fore the judge. : 

“ Yes, my little son," he answered, I'II 
take one of each kind,” and taking the papers 
and putting a quarter in his hand he started 
along. 

„Walt, mister, you havn’t got your change. 
The papers ain’t only ten cents, and you’ve 
gin me twenty-five.” 

„That is all right, my good boy. I do not 
need the change, you are welcome to it.” 

He called me his son and his good boy, 
nobody never did that afore,” he said in an 
undertone. 

Often the judge would be in town with his 
horse and carriage, and after this occurrence 
Jimmy (for this was the boy's name) always 
geemed to be around, and would step forward 
with a, Hold your hoss, mister?“ refusing 
to take any pay unless actually compelled to 
do so by the judge. 

If walking the streets Jimmy would inva- 
riably follow him, and once in a heavy wind 
his hat blew off and Jimmy activly caught 
it and saved it from harm, refusing as usual to 
take pay for the act. 

„Why do you do these things for me, my 
boy, and then refuse the money I offer you ?” 

** Oh, 'cause I want to." 

* But why do you want to?” 

„Oh, cause I do.” 

** But that’s no reason.” 

“Yes it am,” said Jimmy, running away 
shouting, ** Star, Herald, Times, three for a 
dime!” 

Strange, mused the judge. 

A few days after this, while hurrying along 
the street, he heard a shouting behind him, 
and a voice saying, ‘‘ Wait a minute, mister ; 


+ 


** Would you hav kept it if it had belonged. tory. by either baptizing the defeated party, 


“ But why should that make any differ- 


or having their heads separated from their 


“I don't know, perhaps I might if I'd bodies. 


New religions were grafted upon theold by 
missionaries—for Isis and her son Horus were 
substituted the Virgin Mary and Christ. 

But, my friends, I feel sad to-day. My 
littlecat, ** Bessie,” isdead. She was charm- 
ing and intelligent. She came galloping in 
at breakfast time, pressing the latch of a 
door down with her paw. She brought in 
sparrows, and mewed until I pretended to 
eat one. She nevercaught mice, but spent 
much time in the cultivation of her voice. 


Her paw had a graceful fold 
Which envious cats hav tried in vain; 
Her lovely voice, oh, it were bliss 
To hear her purring once again. 
And in the hue of her dear coat 
There was a softer tinge of blue 
Than since old Eve’s Grimalkin mewed 
Hath tinged a mortal pussie’s flue.* 


ALHAZA. 


*Flue, means fur. . 
— .. 
. Correspondence. 


San Jaomnto, CaAL., Feb. 17, 1891. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write & few lines tothe Children’s Corner and 
Bee if they would be accepted. I am twelve 
years old. I go to school and study reading, 
writing, spelling, arithmetic, geography, 
grammar, and music. We hav five sheep, 
nineteen head of horses, and about twenty- 
five head of cattle. I wish some of the girls 
&bout my own age would write me a letter. 
The next time I write I will tell something 
about California. Iwill alose. So good- bye. 

Your friend, Luoinpa C. CLARK. 


Bavoz, S. D., Feb. 25, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Having never written 
to the Corner, I thought I would let you 
hear from South Dakota. 

We hav had such a nice winter here, al- 
most summer weather part of the time, until 
this month we hav had some cold weather. 
My father has taken this paper for two 
years, and could not get along withont it. 
We are talking of having a Liberal society 
here the coming summer, and I am going to 
send for a Cosmian Hymn Book," so as to 
hav singing at our Liberal meetings. 

I am fifteen years old; am attending 
school, and am going to college this summer. 
My brother started this week. If you starta 
young people’s paper, I will subscribe for it. 

Your Freethinker friend, 
Maup CARPENTER. 


AOME, Wasu., Feb. 11, 1891. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon, Dear Friend: Iam 
a little girl.only seven years old. My papa 
has taken TuE TRUTH SEEKEE a number of 
years, and I read the Children's Corner. I 
like it very well. This will be the first letter 
to the Corner that I hav ever written. Ihav 
one of your books; it is the Story Hour." 
I hav another book which has about all fairy 
tales in it. I never like those untrue stories. 
Iam a Freethinker, and I guess I shall al- 
ways stay one. Papa and I came out here 
to get land, and papa took up a claim in 
Baker valley. At school I study reading, 
writing, arithmetic, grammar, and spelling. 
There was a young man who is a Liberal, and 
he taught school, and he put me in those 
high studies, and I am getting along nicely. 
My mother died five years ago, and papa and 
I were left alone. I guess my letter is getting 
tiresome, £o I will close. 

Your Liberal friend, Leora R. FLIOE. 


[A remarkably good letter for & child of 
seven years.— Ep. C. C.] 


Byron, Minn., Feb. 24, 1891. 

Mss Susan H. Wixon: Dear Madam, and 
Sister in Truth: In the issue of this paper 
of February 21st I notice comments of your 
self, and our esteemed friend, Geo. J. Rems- 
burg, in reference to a child’s or young peo. 
ple’s Liberal paper. Now, this idea strikes 
me 80 forcibly that I beg to offer, in my fee- 
ble way, my suggestions. Now. Liberals, 
let us see what can be done. How many 
will pledge their support? I here offer and 
pledge $5 to be paid on demand. Now, if 
we can just get our friends interested we can 
soon hav the project under way. If a paper 
of the kind be started, would it not be a good 
idea to hav Heston furnish suitable cartoons, 
as they would interest the children, and are 
the best means to educate them, asa child 
never forgets an object-lesson. 

For fear of tiring you and your readers, I 
will close, with the hope of seeing this proj- 
ect discussed by abler pens than mine, and 
that you will get the support you so much 
deserve, and hav won by your earnestness 
and zeal in behalfof the noblest cause woman 
can engage in, emancipating humanity from 
the curse of superstition. , 

Fraternally yours, 

WALTER A. JOHNBON. 


wait a minute,” and turning he beheld Jimmy 
with his purse. 
** I seen you drop it, sir. You didn’t quite 
get it in your pocket, an’ it dropped.” 
„Why did you not keep it, my son?” 
„Cause it’s yourn.” 
** Because it wag mine ?" 
t Yes, gir." 


Force was often used, and a fiendish cruelty 
which exposes not so much the barbarity of 
man as it does the terrible instincts of the 
brute revived by the fire of fanaticism. The 
might of kings! When we know. so well 
how Constantine employed his power in this 
connection, even offering rewards to obtain 
converts. Charlemagne closed every -vic-! 


Mitton, Feb. 14, 1891. 
Miss Susan H. Wixon:I am going to 
write to the Children’s Corner to-day. I 
think some of those letters that are written in 
the Corner are real nice. And the recitation- 
pieces, they are fine also. I hav memorized 
some of them, and some of the people that I 


i 


recite to think they are very good. Some 
pieces are so laughable, and others are go 
melancholy. My father takes THE TRUTH 
SEEKER and has been taking it for several 
years. And I like it real well. It is too bad 
that England has lost its great and good 
Bradlaugh. I am of the opinion that Eng- 
land has lost its greatest and grandest.man. 
It is as though America had lost her immor- 
tal Ingersoll. I hav memorized a piece en- 
titled, * Heaven Below." That is the kind of 
heaven we want, right here and now. My 
shoes are getting a little the worse for wear, 
and I think if I were asked which I would 
take, the Bible, heaven, or a new pair of shoes, 
I would take the latter. Wishing you ever 
80 much success in your good work, I remain, 
Your little friend, Mavo V. HAIdEr. 


[A sensible girl is Maud.— Eo. C. C.] 


. . CiBNE, IrL., Feb. 15, 1891. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: As it is the preacher's 
day to make his bread and butter, and it is 
raining too much to entertain myself out of 
doors, I thought I would write to the Corner. 
I liv with my stepfather. He takes THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, has the '* Freethinkers’ Picto- 
rial Text-Book,” and mother has the book, 
„Men, Women, and Gods.” 

Iread the Corner. Ilike very much to gee 
80 many names of young people who are 
brave enough to speak or write these senti- 
ments. As for me, I can't exactly say what 
Iam. I can hardly say Iam an Infidel. I 
rather believe I am an Atheist. 

I am in my twentieth year, and am not like 
most boys of Christian parentage who think 
the first step toward manhood is a chew of 
tobacco, big swear. words, a dram of liquor, 
or joining the church. Of all these I hav 
done neither. I do right because it ig right, 
and not because I am afraid of going to eter- 
nal hell if Idon't. One day at Sunday-school 
the superintendent made a glove on the black- 
board; on the wrist he put, ‘I don't," and 
on the fingers, chew, smoke, drink, or 
swear,” and then asked who could put it on 
to hold up theirhands. They looked amazed 
to see two Freethinkers hold up their hands. 
They were my brother and I myself, and 
their church-members could not. It is hard, 
but they knew it was so. As this is my first 
letter, I will close. ^ 

Yours respectfully, . 


ELMER W. PRIDE. 


Corypon, Pa., Feb. 20, 1891. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I hav never written a 
letter to the Children’s Corner, but as I am 
a Liberal I think it is time I do. 
Where I liv the people are mostly ‘‘ Chris- 
tians,” but papa, mamma, and all of my 
near relative are Liberals. I am glad of this, 


tor I do not desire to hav any relativs who 


are Christians.“ 

I attend school here. I am in the highest 
room, and in some of the highest classes. 
Our teacher is a young man, and he would 
be a very good person to learn from if he 
would spend all of his time on his school; 
but he does not. He is studying to be a 
minister, and of course he is thinking more 
about this than he does about his school 
work. He has preached several times in our 
church here. He is a great hand for relig- 
ious exercises in his school, and spends alto- 
gether too much time every morning reading 
the holy book," repeating the Lord's 
Prayer, and singing hymns. I don’t think 
this is right; he is not hired to preach and 
pray for us. Then, all this takes time that 
we ought to be using on our studies, 

I hav no sisters, but hav one brother eight 
years old. He is very bright, and learns so 
easily—reads well in'the Third Reader. 
There is nothing he enjoys so well as to hav 
some one read to him—not childish stories, 
but any kind of reading that entertains grown 
pecple, such as tales of adventure, lives of 
great men, and anything of interest. 

I am taking piano lessons from a lady 
friend of mine here, and I try very hard to 
understand music and play well. ; 

I am living with an aunt of mine here, 80 
that I can go to school, as there is none in the 
place where I liv. Auntie has guch a dear 
little girl, two years old, named Camilla, and 
she has & Mother Goose book and can repeat 
almost every rhyme init. She thinks she is 
reading them, but she is just saying them 
from memory. She has a figure made to 
look like Santa Claus, which she likes better 
than any doll, and she thinks she cannot go to 
bed unless she takes it with her. 

My cousin Fanny Morrison livs at Sugar 
Run, and Ilike to go down to gee her. Igo 
down often on Saturday and stay over Sun- 
day, and Fanny and I hava good time while 
Iamthere. We study and read together and 
play duets on the piano. 

I hav an aunt living in Brooklyn, and she 
sends me St. Nicholas and Life, and I spend 
many pleasant evenings reading them. I like 
to read the Fout's Companion too. 

I am happy to hav the spring come; then 
Ican go to the hills and gather the beauti- 
ful trailing arbutus and the cunning little 
lichen. When I am on the hills I am always 
happy. i 

I hope I shall gee this in the Corner. If 
so, I wil write again some day. 

Your little Liberal friend, 

FLORENOR B. AIKEN. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist, 
2x16 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
tots cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text Book. 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION, 
. . AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATION 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF. FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE 
i ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. l 
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RELIGION OF MAN |Brain and the Bible. 
ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 
Contents : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lie Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog 


What People Say of Oar Books. 


J. H. Cook writes of William Hart’s book, 
The Candle From Under the Bushel:“ 
“Bome one has very kindly sent me three 
copies of the above book. which I hav read 
with great mental gusto and frequent hearty 
laughs at the author’s witty comparisons, 
incongruities, contradictions, ludicrous de- 
ductions, and absurdities, of which the ho'y 
Bible is so prolific. Surely the author is an 
acute critic, a keen and discriminating logi- 
cian. The book shows great study and re- 


| 
Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. : 

By EpGaR C. BEALL. - l 

Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. L 

^. "Unanswerable. l Price, $1. 


Crerd of Christendom, 


Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure. m 


search, and is a most thorough analysis, dis- 
section, and comparison of different books 
and passages of the ‘inspired word.’ Iis 
style eminds me of D. M. Bennett's Inter- 
Would that ‘The 


rogatories to Jehovah.’ 
Candle From Under the Bushel’ could be 
read by and illuminate all Godites and priest. 
ridden bibliologists. Reader, however wise 
you may be, if you are able. buy and read, 
and circulate this very valuab'e and impor. 
tant addition to Freethought and human lit. 
erature.” : 

LIBERTY IN LiTvERATURE,. a Testimonial to 

Walt Whitman, by R bert G. Ingersoll. 

An address delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 

21, 1890. 

This address of Colonel Ingersoll is a grand 
defense of the right of liberty of utterance. 
Its eulogy of Whitman is a tribute to all the 
men and women who hav struzgled for“ lib 
erty in literature.” Walt Whitman is not, 
according to our idea, the American poet. 
He is only a prophecy. The song of liberty 
must be free from dirt. Colonel Ingersoll 
has made the most of what there is in Whit- 
man, and has again shown in this testi. 
moníal" his ardent love of freedom and his 
wonderful power of expression. The volume 
contains a portrait of the good gray poet.” 
It contains 77 pages and is handsomely bourd 
and piinted. Cioth. 50 cents; paper, 25 
cents. Boston Investigator. 


The Truth Seeker Company has laid upon 
the Gaze teer table a c^py of R bert G Inger. 
sole testimonial to Walt Wnitman, entitled 
e L'berty in Literature." This is an address 
delivered by the colonel in Philadelphia, last 
. October, at a reception tendered the vener- 
&ble poet, snd which was extensivly pub. 
lished ín the newspaper press, but in a some. 
what mutilated form. As i! appears in the 
little book before us it has been carefully re- 
vised by the author. The cover is orna- 
mented by & good picture of Mr. Ingersoll, 
and the likeness of tbe author of ** Leaves of 
Grass" is given as a frontispiece. It is a 
bandsome }ittle b»ok with a neat cover, and 
is well printed on heavy paper. The price is 
only 25 cents. If I were to edit the great 
books of the world," says Ingersoll, ** I might 
leave out some lines, and I might leave out 
the best. I hav no right to make of my brain 
a sieve and say that only that which passes 
through belongs to the rest of the human 
race. I claim the right to choose, I giv that 
59 5 to all.. undo Gazetteer, Denison, 

ez. : - 


The address delivered by Col. Robert G 
Ingersoll at the testimonial celebration in 
bonor of Walt Whitman, which took place 
in Philadelphia last October, has been re» 
printed in & neat volume under the title, 
* Liberty in Literature." The orator was 
happily chosen for the occasion, and his trib- 
ute to Whitman elcquently sets forth the va- 
rious aspects of the poete genius as the 
interpreter of modern democracy, and as the 

rophet of the identity of spirit and matter 
n man and of the equal sacredness of both. 
la concluding his oration Colonel Ingersoll 
says: ‘‘As you read the marvelous book, or 
the person, called ‘Leaves of Grass? you 
feel the freedom of the antique world, you 
hear the voices of the morning, of the first 
great singers—voices elemental as those of 
sea and storm. The horizon enlarges, the 
heavens grow ample, limitations are forgotten 
—the realization of the will, the sccomptish. 
ment of the ideal. seem to be within your 
power. A feeling of independence 
takes possession of the soul, the body ex. 
pands, the blood flows full and free, superi- 
ors vanish, flattery is a lost art, and life be- 
comes rich, royal, and superb. The world 
becomes a personal possession, and the 
oceans, the continents and constellations be- 
long to you. You are in the center, every- 
thing radiates from you, and in your veins 
beats and throbs the pulse of all life. 
. In this one book, in these wondrous 
* Leaves of Grass,’ you fiod hints and sugges- 
tlons, touches and fragments, of all there is 
of life that lies between the babe, whose 
rounded cheeks dimple beneath his mother’s 
laughing, loving eyes, and the old man, 
snow-crowned, who, with a smile, extends 
his hand to death."— Home Journal. 

„The Origin of the Christian Bible.” By 
O. B. Whitford. M D. The author shows 
that the Bible had a Hindoo origin, and that 
the Hebrew stories and legends belong to the 
family of myths that owe their existence to 
the superstitions of the East. This pamphlet 
contains a great many valuable quotations 
and references and shows considerable re- 
search and study. Truth Sceker Co., New 
York.— Boston Invest gator. 
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CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Rar, Association, at Albany. 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRIOE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEEER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Modern Science Essayist 


Ten Oents Each. 

1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
philosophy, By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 

2, OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN: Hislife, works, 
and influence. By Rev. Joun W. OHADWIOE. 

3. BOLAB AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
: ow sauna and worlds comè into being. By 

- Mr. GARBET P. Bxnviss. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THN EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES, 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
BAYMOND 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth By Prof. E. D. Cork. . 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment By Dr. KOBERT G. ECOLES. 


9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. SK 


TON. 
10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 
Sampson 


ON. 
11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By DR. Lewis 
G. JANES 


12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NrrsoN O. 
> PABSBALL. 4 
18, EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By JoEHN W. CBADWICE. 


14 PHILO2OPHY OF EVOLUTION. By SrARR 
Bort NiOHoLSs. 


15. THE EF "EOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THF 
goma CIVILIZATION. By Minot J 
AVAGE. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman, 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER, 


itself doth call for. instant 
remedy.” ! 


“ The shame 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


. LIFE OF 
J oshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 


BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation, 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - % Cents. 
SF This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gp 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ical Problem. Man's Fall and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position. 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Iadividual. Genesis and Evo. 
lation of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government 
Che Apostles, Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligation: 
3f the Individual, Duties and Obligations ot 
society. Bights of Government. Duties of So- 
viety to Oriminalz. Daty of Self Culture. Mar 
riage.. Oloth; prices $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARL 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It is a. thought-breeding book, and all who ar: 
ree to receive new light will find in it satisfactio 
end inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to à man’s reason 
nd to noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
igshness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really y praotioable and feasi- 
dle social state greatly in advance of the present. 
Che romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast oi 
+0tual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’amagnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
ohurches and Young Men's 
Ohristian Associa- 


fion. 
By Brox. B. WESTRROOk, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. 


What Would Follow 
THE 


Effacement of Christianity? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAEK. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 

Address TRE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Miss Wixon’s Works.. 
All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 


-12m0, 300pp., 31. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 388pP., $1.25. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free. 
thinkers’ Ohildren's Btory-Book ever issued. 


66 full-page illustrations and 35 smaller; large 


type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus. 
trated covers; 4to, 224DD-s boards, $1. ` 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE i 


Conflict betwoen Reason and Superstition. 
BY T. C. WIODICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TRY-SQUARE: 


OR, 

The Chureh of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 

This is the history of an attempt to found a 


.church without superstition, and its success. 


Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to disouss all the vital questione 
of human concern, religious, pelitioal, and other. 
wise, The book is written in well-chosen lan. 


‘guage, and easily understood. There is just sufti. 


cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 


to his mind. 


Por sale at this office. Price. $1.00. 
THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


Bx JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” The Bible Ana- 


lyzed,” “ The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sastained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 


the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the. 


ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in fnrnishing food for thought. We truet it 
wil hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits.—(The American Idea. i 


Cloth, 12mo, $1, 
Address: THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER. | 


By W. R. GREG. 
Complete in I vol., 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


WHICH: 
SPIRITUALISW OR CHRISTIANITY? 


By Moses Hu (Spir.) and 
Rev. W. F. PARKER (Chris.). 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


HEBREW MYTHOLOCY; 
OR, 
Tbe Rationale of the Bible. 


Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only. 


By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 
8vo, 613pp., - ` - - 


Faith and Reason. 


‘ACCOUNT OF TRE 


Christian and Ajl Prominent Religions Before 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 
Books of the East. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


$2.50, 


Price, $1.50. 


Nature’s Revelations of Character. 
Physiognomy Illustrated. 


By Josera Simma, M D. 


Individual traits indicated by the temperaments 
and features. 


260 woodcuts.  8vo, 650pp., cloth, $3; leather, 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


AMB ERLEY’S LIFE OF JESUS. 


His Character and Doctrines, 
From the '* Analyats of Religious Belief.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING 


Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of 
Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury before, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era. 


Full index, 446pp., 2 - - $1.50. 
THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 
AN 


Inquiry into the Claims of Biblical Inspiration 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion. 
By A. H. O'DONOGHUE. 


Price, . E - $1. 


NATHANIEL VAUCGH AN. 
A Radical Nw of Marked Ability. 


BY FREDERIKA MACDONALD. 
404 pages. Price reducedyto $1. 


AFEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 
AND 


OTHER Bi0GRAPHIOAL SKETOHES AND Essays. 
By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 
With Portrait and Autobiography. 


Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp. 12mo, 
260 pp., $1.25. 


MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 
By J. ALBERGER. 


376pp., $1. Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of Gos. 
Paper, 50 cents: cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 


By D. W. HuLL (Spir.). 
-Price, - - — A 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 


A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
tria] Production and Exchange. 
By J. K. INGALLS. 

‘Price, 95 conta. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 
eG Jews and their God stood on the lowest 


pla 
Price, 10 cents. 


15 cents, 


LITERATURE GF THE INSANE. 
By F. R. Marvin. 
Price, . . . Scents, 
For all of the above, books address 


TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
18 Lafayette Pl., NowXork, 


— MARCH 21, 


Pr, 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, 


ISSUED MONTHLY. 
Subscription price, $3 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 


era’ Alaianao ................ TEE 
2. Men Women, and Gods. Helen H.Gardener. 50 
. Age of Reason. Tuomas Pa nee . 25 
4. An wers to Christian Questions. D. M. 

Bennett. — e —— SB 
5. Ohristian absurdities. J bu Peck....... ^ 
6. Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire .......... 


GTHER NUMSERS IN PREPARATION. 


Yearly subscribsra will receive all the booke 
issued during the year. Siegle copies of cach 
book sent up n receipt of price 


THE TRUTA STEKER COMPANY. 


HOW TO 


PRESERVE HEALTH. 


y LOUIS BARKAN, M.D. 


CONTENTS : 2 

Tre Prevention of Dise-se—Hygiene of Differ 
ent O gans— Abe and Urcupation—The Dweli:: g 
—Tne Care of the Sick—Nursing—‘be Family 
Physician —RBow to Giv Aid in Emereenoies—: ion 
fagious and Missmatic Dieess^. —Disenses of the 
Nervous «ystem—Altered Nu'rition—The Bespir. 
atory and Digestiv and Urinary Traots—The 
Skin—Parasites—Motherhooa, 


Fordyce Barker, M D , Professor Bellevue Mad 
jon! College,; N. Y , saya: T regard your book. 
* How to Preserve Health,’ es the most sound. 
8 nsibie, and u-eful book on the topios which 1! 
di«onsseB that I bav ever met. J wish it oon d b. 
in the hands of every intelligent head of a family 
and in tbe library of every school, for I think i 
wou'd popularize & vast ameunt of important anc 
useful knowledge, and thus be of great service ti 
the community. I am partiou,arly pleased wit} 
ont f:&tu eof it; that it does rot profess to teach 
c osing and drueging, which our a xious grand. 
motbers and others lacking the r«quisit.e'emen- 
tavy koowiedge are too pron- to in. uige in, and 
oftentimes do great harm thereby. I congratu- 
la*e you on rhe wisdom and success of this eff ort.” 

John B. Bamiiton, M.D, Sargeop General 71 
the Navy. and, rofessor of surgery, G-orgetowr 
University : "I thavk you for tne (Taellent bonk. 
How to Preserve Health.’ Ihavno doubt of the 
necessity of such books, and yorre is of suot 
merit that it will snre]v be encoeseful," 

8 musl Snerwell, M. D., Professor (f Diseases of 
th- Skin, Brookivn: * onr: x ellent *reatiee, en 
titled ‘How to Preserve Health, appears to me 
admirably ad«pted for the reading of the laity, 
corr-oting as it dors a large number of falre 
impressions that prevail among them The 
direct suggesti ‘ns, as in remarks on the skin, are 
of decidadi value,” 

Cloth, $1.00. 


Price, . . 
address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


———ÓM——M——— 
GENTS s 100 PER CENT. profit on my Corsets Belts, 
Brushes, Curlers and Medicines. Samples 
: FREE. Write now, Dr. Bridgman, 375 Broadway, N. Y. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Is It? A pam. 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutatior 
Of the assumption *hat the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought. and correct in all it» 
utterances. Price. 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s oreatior 
and ourse, theologically denominated ‘* the 
fall.” Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism, Treating the subject from a 
negativ and afirmativ &^&ndpoint, showing 
what it is not and what itis. Price.5 cents. 


The Agnstic Annual 


FOR 1891. 
Edited by CHARLES A, WATTS, 
CONTENTS. 


An Agnostic View of the Bible.....Samuel Lainz. 
Fundamental Theses of Agnosticism. 

- R. Bithell. B So., Ph.D 
Agnosticism and the Church of England. 


Amos Waters, 
Avatar, Come! A Poem. 
Saladin (W. Stewart Ross). 
The Instability of Faiths. Hon O. K. Tuckerman. 
The Iron Band Under the Velvet & ove, 
» Holvoake. 
..ObarieB Watts. 


Practical Rel'gion........... 
Tne Cinerary Urn. 4 Sonn ben in Reyes 
uthor o maar in Reypt." 
The New Anzlionnism...................B. Russell 
Androgynous Gods. : 
; Am H. J Hardwicke, M.D.. F. R. O. 8 
Is Agnosticism S nnd?................Paul Oarus 
* Is Agnosticism Sound?: 
Saladin (W. Stewart Ross). 
The Poems of Joseph Ellis Mirabeau Brown. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


THE 


French Inss'on of Ireland in 90. 


Leaves of. Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroic Endeavor and a. Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFFE. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomeiy bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and gold side stamps. Price, $1 50. 


The present volume is an «ffort to resous from 
comparative oblivion one of the many extraordi. 
nary episodes of the great French revo'urionary 
WA“. . . . It pointa «moral that amidst repub- 
hoan institutions like ours. will not fai! to receive 
apprec ation. It shows. on one hand. the elevat- 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition 
and on the other the debasing ¢ ff -ota of R-ligiong 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Oonta:ns a here's fre unpnblished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


INFIDEL DE- Frs ener or cen. 


By G. W. FOOTE. 


“IDLE TALES OF DYING o. 111055. 


HORRORS.” 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Contains a Sketch of the Life and Death of 
Bruno, Buokle, Comte, Helvetins, Hugo, Hnme. 
Owen, Paine, Strauss. Volney, Voltaire, and 
nearly ninety other. prominent Freethinkers. 


Paper. Price, % cents. Address this office. 


Acience in Plain Language, 


I. EVOLUTION, ANTIQUITY, BAOTERIA, ETO. B 
Wiltam Durham F. K B E. MR e 


II. AsrRo* CMY, Sun. Moon, STARS, Ero. By Will- 
iam Durnam, F. R. S. E. 


. These handy series of volumes on science—of 
which the above works form the firat two num- 
vers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
sannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply & popular need. 
The prioe of each is 50 cents in cloth. 
re- YHR CRUTH ake KER 00 


The Candle From Undir the 
Bushel 
Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - . = 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


The downoast eres of timid acquiescence hav 
oaid to impudent autho-ity the tribute of a 
thoughtless yes.—2&. G. Ingersoll. 


CONTENTS. 
A Splendid Jadge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Olub. 
Under P otest. 
For the Prosecution. 
A Rusty Link in tbe Ohain, 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of : ur Ancestors, 
Florence Campbell's Fate. 
My Patient's Story. 

Price, paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Pl.. New York, 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
Che Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge 


h Lo L5 = 
pem. Logio unsurpassed 8vo, 883pp. 
Spiritualism Sustained. This work 


goes not so far to sustain Spiritualiem as ic 
show that Christians are inconaistent in deny 


ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 


Oloth, 12mo. 345pp., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


_ SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In yonr meetings, to make them lively and inter 
esting. IBXBAL HYMN Book contains songs 
by the best poete, adapted to well-known tuner 
It ir highly recommended by Messrs, Wakeman 


Parvon. Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
s5 cents Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER 


CAN and Tumors CURED : no knife: 
CER book free. Drs. GRATIGNY & DIX, 
No. 163 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 


of Roxbury, Mass., says 


My Medical Discovery seldom takes Jao'd 


of two people slike! Why? Because no 
two people have the same weak 
spot. Beginning at the stomach it goer 
searching through the body for any hidder 
humor. Nine times ont of ten, inward 
humor makes the weak spot.  Perhape 
it's only a little sediment left on a nerve or ir 
a gland; the Medical Discovery slides it 
right along, and you find quick happinese 
from the first bottle. Perhaps it's a big sedi- 
ment or open gore, well settled somewhere, 
ready to fight. 


hard, but soon you thank me for making 
something that has reached your weak spot. 
Price $150. Sold by every Druggist im the 
United States and Canada. 


Please Don't Forget It. 


That Dr. H. James’ Cannabis Indiez ispre- 
pared in Calcutta, India, from the purest and 

est Native Hemp, and is the only nemedy . 
either in that country or this. that will posi- 
tively and permanently cure Consumption, 


Br iti a sal C i 6 j 
ronchitis, Asthma, Nasal Catarrh and Nervous | tarian, anda generous patron of the Freethougbt 


oress. 


Debility or break up a fresh cold in twenty-four ` 


hours. $2.50 a bottle, three bottles for 8659. 
Craddock & Co., Proprietors, 1032 Rage Str 
Philadelphia. N A 


Paper, 10 centa, 


ad "The Medical Discovery | 
begins the fight, and you think it. pretty. 


Grimes and Perseeutíons. 

Oloth, 33: leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.60. 

BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 


For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 


For Schools and the Home, 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


Pmon, . . $1.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
Mom 98 E adds Place. New York. 


How Can We beSaved? 


Was Jesus Supernaturally Conceived, 


and Did He Rise from 
the Dead? 


— 


$100 Reward, 


For Sale at This Office. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Keact Ratios $n the 
Aoquírement and Apportionment, 


By J. K. INGALLS., 
Price. Cloth, . — 


New Edition, Revised «nd Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduoticn by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 senta. 
The Trade Supplied at Spectal Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at 


$1.00. 


this office. Prioe, 5 cents. 


AN EMBLEM OF 
Freedom, Progress, “ Reform. 


Pepresents the burning Torch of Reason, the 
rising Fun of Science, and the day of Free- 
though’, n con. 
trast with the nigh 

and dark ness of 
supersti tion ; and 
symbo lizes the 
^volution of the 
world from the 
night of ' pu persti- 
sion to he day 
of Free th ought, 


Scievre, ard Ra 
ted, © Peb 24 
an e N y o D. 

" » 4 Mad u 
EM Bp ELD A ol as sat 
and smal) TD er mode 
of solid BO gold. riob- 
vy eu am dH eled in 5 


coors Most beautiful badge ever desigued 
Nice, "kt, $1; 14t 14 $*: wih Diamone in 8n» 
$8 $10, $15. Sa n ove) 10kt, $2: 14kt, $2 75,13 ^0 
bam“, both -iges. $8 $4.$ , 16. $10 $15, $ 0, £5» 
Sent by registered mau wud caen refunded at op- 


tion. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
JEWELER, ROCHELLE, ILL, 


Send for beautiful card in Colora and Gold. of 
badge, and descriptiv circulars of my famous 


1 *OPTO WEITSLEIN " Watch, tracts, eto. 


AGENTS WANTED rtt ts 
: 


sales, 8. 
aqoportunitv Gen. A- tt. 49 Hroadwev. N. Y. 


vu] 


NIL 
AL’ 


See eee 
Sem grille i 


D 
" 
en 1175 


AT THINE OWN HOME. 

Bend 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
spectabst, for his“ Private Counselor "—& valua- 
bla book for young aud middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 


maturer years, It seta forth an External Appli- 
e dee Bow Bop aros Baw meny ree 
‘Ong standing, bow hopeless 

dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and abhond be in the bands of 
-hoge seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. 
Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 


hi ny testimonials to the value of 
bis e ad. gnecessful method of treat- 
mont, and deserves patronage.—. ht, 


Ziberal GMegiings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
thought Societies meeting regu 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The manhatian Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clook, at Ger- 
man Masonio Temple, 220 East 5th street, Lect. 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock at: 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market: 
st. Newark, N. J. Leotures and discuesions on. 
religious and social questione. Seats free and: 
avarvbody welcome 


American secalar Union, Newark. 
Branch, 


124 Market street, Assembles every Suuday 
evening at 780. Lecture , debates, and dirons- 
sions on all important secu ar subjects. Pres. 
ient, Henny Birn; Secretary, Oona BELLS 
LAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity roome, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street. Brooklyn. E D. at 8 P 

Sunday. Leotures follov ed by discussion. 
form free. Obarles Monholland, Beoretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood sts.. at 9:80 and 7:30 P. M, for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and socia] questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Yeeker vublicationaalwayaon hand atobean rates, 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
aultivation are invited, MAnrus HEIGHTON, Sac, 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 
Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at. 
10:30 A, M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited, R. G. SMITH, Oor. Nos. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at: 
Princess Opera House, 658 West Madison street, 
Lectures and debates. Strangerg from abroad! 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Runday evening at 2163 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed | 
by debates, The publie cordially invited, 


Grotherhood of Norali-ts, No, 903;, 
Prairie City. la., 


Meets everv Sunday in the Liberal reading: room 
hall at 9:30 pm. All L berals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Seo. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Bunday at 7:30 P. M., at 412 Nicollet 
Ave..Ioome 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis. 
Minn. J.F.MAcow2ER.Pres.: LEROY BERRIER. Rec. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hal’, 
Fynn Block. S. E corner7th and Locust streets. 
Leotures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANELIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
: Society 

Meet" every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial 1nvi- 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


uted free. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 


eral Union 
Of Los Angeles, Oa!., meets aemi-monthly, first 
and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M , at Pacr'8 
Hall. Everybody invited, Mas R. M. BERRA, - 
Pres.: J. H. MoWriLLIAMS, Heo. Seo. 


The Walla Waila Lib ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 P. u. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Leotures.—Free Disonssions,—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. ReyNoups, Pres.; A. W. OALDER, Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 
Of Roeder, Wash. meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder sohool-honse. 
Leotures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all, Onr motto. 
‘Universal Mental Liberty." D. E hroz, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OnHanLES ÑHEA, Seo. 


WANTED 


To fin4 a good location for Watch Repair Shep. 
City preferred in Washington, Oregon, Caufor- 
nia, or Ár'zou& Oorresp rdence earnest!v 30 · 
lioited. W. W. Wilkison, 8.9 N. Cherry st., Nashe 
ville, Tenn. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
Tork. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
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diews of the Werk. 


Tux chief of police of Hoboken, N. J., has 
forbidden improper theatrical posters. .Cap- 
tain Hayes has been made the official censor 
of posters. The managers of Cronheim's and 
Jacobs's theaters hav been notified that all 
posters must be submitted to him before they 
are given to the bill poster. 


ExdLAND has had a 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 21, 1891. 


GODS AND RELIGIONS 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


Vol. I. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo, Ralle Vol. II. Describes Fully all 

the Religions Systems of the Word. 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, $8per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ. 


blizzard in which 115 


lives were lost. 


DR. WINDTHOERST,. 
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Catholic leader in the 


E 


German parliament, died 


on the 14th. ; 


CLERGYMEN and others 


in Hoboken, N. J., hav 


sent the police a protest 


against Sunday theaters. 


Ar Pittsburgh the Jun- 
jor Order of American 
mechanics hav protested 
against display of the 
Trish flag on St. Patrick's 
day. 


Sıx Madrid physicians 
appointed to investigate 
Koch’s remedy report 
that it has not made one 
cure, and should be sus- 
pended. 


Rev. FATHER GRATON, 
Catholic priest of Mani- 
toba, in his eagerness to 
be at the polls and work 
election day, got caught 
in a storm and frozen to 
death. 


TuHROvGHOUT Lehigh 
county, Pa., the Evan- 
gelical churches are con- 
vulsed over the Bow- 
manite quarrel.” Sev- 
eral church buildings are 
locked and defended by 
one faction against an- 
other, and police hay 
been required. 


Tur Russian press 
censorship has autho- 
rized the publication of 


NY S 


le 


reigned inh 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, 
^^ AND REFORMERS. : 
Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of ought, Eminent Boien- 
tists, etc. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Menn to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather,$4; mor., g. e., $4.50, 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
- : $8 Lafayette Place, N. 1 


N 
‘Bisie Lesson. 


i Nourin the eighteenth year of king Jero- 
A boum -- -i-t 
LÀ 2. 2.2. and his mother’s name was MAACHAH 
the daughter af Abishalom. -- ++ And ABIJAM 
slept with his fathers, -- ~- =- ASA 
is stead. Inthe twentieth year 
of Jeroboam king of Psrael reigned ASA over - 
Judah + -+ And his, mothers name was 
+ MAACHAH the daughter of Abishalom." 


reigned ABIJAM ‘ove 


and 


= 1. Kings, XV. I. E. 8, 9./0. = 


— — — — 


eee 


| Gems of Thought. 


Aur the phenomena of witchcraft are now 


believed by scientists to be the products of 


natural laws. If they are right, is not God 
proved guilty of ignorance when he gave the 
edict, ‘* Thou shalt, not suffer a witch to liv,”.. 
and was it not a wicked ignorance which 
through this command has caused such 
countless murderg and persecutions? Dr. 
Sprenger, in his Life 
of Mohammed,” esti. 
mates that nine million 
people hav been put to 
déath as witches during 
the Christian era. Black. 
stone said that to deny 
witchcraft was to deny 
revelation. How can 
the inspiration of this 
law stand the light of 
the présent day? Robert 
C. Adams, AS 


v Judah.. 


his son Terura must be inves. 
tigated without any side . 
glance to the conse- . 
quences which that in. ' 
vestigation may hav 
upon our hopes.— Greg. 


Tur discovery of what 
is true and the practice 
of that which is good are 


Did Abijam and Asa his son both have the same 
mother? Ir so then Abijam was Asas father 
Maachah was 


his gravdmoth. 


* 


and aiso his half-brother and 
not only Asas mother but also 
er! As Asa (8 ome of the aneestars of Jesus ^ 
Christ, then the so-called Saviour of mankind 

had incestuous blood in his veins? 


the two most important 
objects of philosophy.— 
Voltaire. 


Ler us look on aB l 
.calmly as may be at the 


huge turmoil of conflict. 


Ing controversy; smile 
with equal calmness at 
the bigots, who would 


5 da 


SEARCH THE 


the new Russian trans- 

lation of the Koran without excising the pas- 
sages previously su posed to disparage the 
Russian orthodox religion. 


Tar Catholic religious orders will each 
build a college at Washington auxiliary to the 
great Catholic University, making our capital 
a hot. bed of ecclesiasticiam. 


TER Catholic League of the People, founded 
in Germany to oppose Socialism, has just 
held its first general meeting at Cologne, the 
archbishop of Cologne presiding. 


Lorp Mayor Savory of London lately de- 
livered a pious address which is shown to 
hav been stolen from one of Spurgeon’s ser- 
mons. Of his efforts to lie out of it the Pall 
Mall Gazette says that they hav an odious 
flavor of sanctimonious humbug. . 


CaTHoLios continue to cry against the 
Holy Father being compelled to submit to a 
government which has robbed the church, 
oppressed the people beyond the power of 
endurance, and which has not been backward 
in availing itself of every opportunity to in- 
sult and vilify his Holiness.” 


Tar cremation of the remains of Emma 
Abbott has drawn fresh invective from Chris- 
tian anti.cremationists, the chief Catholic 
organ in America saying: The modern cre- 
matory is an insult to Christianity. Its in- 
ventors intended it as an hourly argument 
against the doctrin of resurrection, and the 
blasphemers so use it.” 


"To Indian Commissioner Morgan’s state- 
ments that to avoid hostility from the Catho- 
lic church he has tolerated incompetent teach- 
ers belonging to it, Catholics indignantly 
exclaim that Thomas J. Morgan is the first 
commissioner of Indian affairs who ever dis- 
covered that the sisters and fathers in charge 
are unworthy and incompetent persons.” 


Tux Christian girl, Esther Solymosi, who 
: disappeared in Hungary nine years ago just 
before a Jewish Passover, is thought to hav 
been found living in New York. It was said 
that Jews had offered her asa sacrifice, ac- 
cording to the custom which Christians ac- 
cuse them of. Eight Jews were charged with 
murder and confined in dungeons fifteen 
months before trial and acquittal. 


In the forenoon of Saturday, the 14th, five 
thousand citizens of New Orleans, headed by 
lawyers, merchants, and other leading citi- 
zens, broke open the jail and killed eleven of 
the Italians whom the jury had failed to con- 
vict of murdering Chief of Police Hennessy. 
Most of the local papers approve. The 
jurymen are ostracised. Several of the Ital- 
jan vessels in our ports on hearing the news 
put their flags at half-mast. The Italian con- 
sul has protested. Blaine has communicated 
to the governor of Louisiana the president’s 
disapproval, saying that among the killed 
were three or more Italian subjects, whom 
our treaty guarantees security of person and 
property. 
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Some Alaskan Myths. Ida C. Crad- 
dock, Corresponding Secretary of 
“thé American Secular Union, Illuc- 
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‘ Can anything pure, come from that which 


damn people for losing 
their way in the dark; 
[. at the pompous dogma- 
i tists who would face it 
out that they can see as. . 
clearly in the dark as in 
broad daylight; at the 
feather. headed enthusi- 
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asts who take the first 
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(Tue individual does the right thing out of 
regard for his own good, his own advantage, 
his own fair fame, and his social position, or 
having the fear of the law and of punish- 
ment before his eyes. The better ordained 
and regulated the social order in which the 
individual livs, the keener will be his own 
desire to lead a virtuous and moral life. To 
this may be added the moral instinct or the 
Spontaneous disposition toward a moral be- 
havior, a sort of moral organization which 
each individual receives from those paren ts 
and ancestors who hav lived for long ages in 
more or less orderly social or political condi- 
tions. If to all this be added the powerful 
influence of education, habit, and example, 
we are in possession of all that is necessary 
for moral behavior, without being obliged to 
hav recourse either to an innate moral law 
or to the means of grace or the hope of glory 
held out by the church or religion. This be- 
ing 80, what is the good of those everlasting 
hypocritical confessions of faith and profes- 
sions of religious dogmas, which are opposed 
to reason, and neither required by, nor con- 
duciv to, virtue and morality ?— Buchner. 


Tux educated man is his own priest, his 
own pope, his own church.—JIngersoill. 


Tae civilized man is distinguished from 
the uncivilized in this: that while the latter 
is content when he has obtained food enough 
to satisfy his immediate wants, the former 
looks ahead and makes provision for months 
or even years. Lay not up for yourselvs 
treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
through and steal” (Matt. vi, 19). With 
banks, insurance companies, and provident 
societies by the score in our midst, how is it 
possible for Christians to say they practice 
the above teaching ?—Arthur B. Moss. 


TEE obligation of natural affection counted 
as nothing compared with the duty of theo- 
logical conformity.— Feliz L. Oswald in the 
Bible of Nature, 


I ouANT the chant of dilation or pride, 
.| We hav had ducking and deprecating about 


enough. — Walt Whitman. 
Tux fathers, in asserting that the books 
were inspired, were guided not by critical 
ability, but by ignorance and superstition. 
Instead of being great scholars, they were 
extremely credulous, and in general very in- 
ferior intellectually. After much controversy, 
it became apparent that they could not agree 
as to what books should form the Bible; and 
councils took the matter in hand, and for 
nearly twelve centuries they discussed it. 
And finally, the Roman Catholic church in 
the council of Trent, and the Greek church 
in the council of Constantinople, decided once 
for all what the list should be for their ad- 
herents ; and the Westminster assembly gave 
the English-speaking Protestants their cata- 
log. Teeler's Short History of the Bible. 
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directly enjoined by the Deit 


arge portion of theological ethics 
was derived from writings in which 
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the MOST RUTHLESS and. Dae cle 


upon record, were said to have been 


It can be Shown that from the 
time of Constantine to the time = 


FROM THE PRIESTLY 


«when the RATIONALISTIC SPIRIT 
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HAND, persecution 
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was uniformly defended — -+ + + 
defended in long, learned, and. 
elaborate treatises, by the best 

greatest men the Church. 

produced. ++. xx 

only when the battle had 
won = when the anti-dogmatic 

party, acting IN OpPOSHTION 

TO THE CHURCH, had RENDERED 


It was 
been 


guments, and discovered 

that topunish men for. 

their opinions was wholly | 
at variance with 


their faith!» 
LLECKY.J 
87 E \ 3 


LEKG ON 


~ 


HOW THE CHURCH WAS FORCED TO QUIT MURDERING. 


dotes and Clippings. 


Is Belgium one out of everytwo hundred 
of the population is a monastic brother. 
These thirty-two thousand monks, notwith- 
standing their vow of poverty, hav property 
valued.at $26,000,000. In France there are 
fully ten thousand Sisters of Mercy, who upon 
entering the eight hundred cloisters of that 
country, resign all claims to their property. 
Yet the property of these orders is worth 
more than $5,000,000. 


Ir this country is to be maintained as a 
free country, says the Jronciad Age, the In- 
fidels must maintain it. Infidels originally 
made it free, and its keeping is in their 
hands. It takes liberal men to maintain a re- 
publican form of government, because they 
are tolerant, just, and hate tyranny and op- 
pression. Bigotry and proscription are ty- 
rannical. Intolerance is the weapon of po- 
tentates and priests. It yields nothing for the 
common, good. The Infidel cheerfully con- 
cedes to others the rights he claims for him- 
self. He is mindful and watchful of the 
rights of all. He is not clannish and narrow, 
but broad and general in his views. His 
thoughts grasp the whole community of na- 
tional interests. He can lift himself above 
personal considerations. He can excuse the 
ignorant prejudice that proscribes him, and 
still be just to his persecutors even. The In- 
fidel alone is capable of perpetuating a sys- 
tem of government in which the rights of all 
men are sacredly observed. 


Pror NaPorzow, whose death occurred 
last week in Rome, was a Freethinker. Of 


the clerical: ghouls who hovered around his 
deathbed the Times says: The denuncis- 
tion by the Paris correspondent of the Lon- 
don Times of the unseemly and revolting 
conduct of some of those present in the last 
hours of Prince Napoleon is as deserved as it 
is unqualified: ‘Public opinion is revolted 
by the hideous zeal of those who tortured 
the dying in order to make them clients of 
the confessional ; it is revolted still more by 
the rebel son who persists in rebellion in or- 
der to secure ephemeral and useless power. 
The confessors, cardinals, nuns, and other 
religious persons hav shown a willingness to 
revive all the horrors of the Middle Ages. 
The only one who leaves the horrible scene 
with a higher reputation is the prince him- 
self, who preserved intact his force of will to 
die as he had lived, with a horror of counter- 
feit in his soul and with contempt for hypo- 
crits on his lips.“ 


A BILL has been presented in the Danish 
Folkething,or lower house, providing that lay- 
men may be permitted to speak at interments. 
It is claimed by its advocates, who belong 
exclusivly to the party of the Left, that this 
measure, if passed, would relieve clergymen 
of much embarrassment in the case of the 
burials of Infidels and non.churchgoers. It 
seems at present very improbable that the 
bill will be passed, as it is strongly opposed 
by the government party. The whole ques- 
tion hinges upon the relation of the church- 
yards to the church and the commune re- 
spectivly, and the ecclesiastical authorities 
are not likely to allow such a concession to 
be made if they can help it. There is in 
Denmark, as in England, a powerful move- 
ment in the direction of disestablishment, 


and any change that can be construed a8 fa- 
voring this radical movement is viewed with 
suspicion by the powers that be. From the 
American, standpoint, the present demand 
would seem eminently fair and desirable, 
even from the point of view of the clergy. 
But in Denmark politics and religion are so 
closely connected that no question can be 
considered from a non-partisan side.—Inde- 
pendent. 


A BRASS band stood at the grave of Dr. 
Shoettly at Egerton, O, a few weeks ago, 
and played a variety of lively tunes as the 
clods fell on the coffin of the dead physician. 
It was in accordance with his expressed wish. 
His dying injunction was that there be no 
mourning or appearance of mourning on the 
occasion of his funeral. He made a provi- 
sion for the payment of $25 from his estate 
to the band should the leader carry out his 
instructions to the letter. The leader did so 
and got his money. The dottor was an In- 
fidel and sought in this way to show his con- 
tempt for all religion. He directed that 
there should be neither singing nor praying 
nor any form of religious ceremony at his 
grave. His request in this regard was also 
complied with. His neighbors were shocked 
beyond expression at the funeral, but none 
more so than his wife, who was a devout 
Catholic. Mrs. Shoettly, who was a hopeless 
invalid and knew that she must soon die, was 
overcome with grief at the manner of her 
husband’s burtal, but as she loved him de- 
votedly she determined that she must be 
buried by his side. It is said that a letter 
was written to Rome asking what should be 
done in the case, and thai an answer was re- 
ceived that in view of the sacrilege at the 


physician’s funeral, if the wife was laid by 
the husband's side the ceremonies of the 
church must be omitted. For a long time 
the woman’s desire to lie beside her husband 
struggled with her religious feeling, but love 
for her husband finally conquered. A few 
days ago she died and was taken to the cem- 
etery without ceremony, followed only by a 
few of her late husband’s friends. 


Lapovowere, the noted editor of London 
Truth, writes: Mr. Bradlaugh was a man 
of herculean physical strength, but of great 
nervous susceptibility. I believe that he 
never entirely recovered from the rough 
usage which he met with when he sought to 
force his way into the House of Commons. 
. . . Never was a man less understood. 
I never knew anyone with a stronger sense 
of public decorum or with a deeper respect 
for law. Mr. Bradlaugh was my colleague 
for ten years. During all these years our re- 
lations, political and personal, were always 
of the most cordial character. He was, in 
private life, a thoroughly true and amiable 
man, while in public life he was ever ready 
to sacrifice popularity to his convictions of 
what was right. He was, as is known, an 
Atheist, but his standard of duty was a very 
high one, and he lived up to it. His life was 
an example to Christians, for he abounded in 
every Christian virtue. This the House of 
Commons came at last to recognize. I do 
not think that there is a single member more 
popular or more respected than he was on 
both sides. Often and often Conservative 
hav, in a friendly way, said to me: ‘ What 
a much better man your colleague is than 
you are” And I entirely agreed with 
them.” 
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Gommunications. 


Atheists- Before the Court. 


Scant justice would Atheists giv us if they were not re- 
strained by public opinion created by religious sentiment 
(Rev. Robert Court, D.D., of Chicago, Sunday-school lesson 
in the Lowell, Mass., Weekly Journal, 1890). 

If Atheists hav not always given religionists such 
justice as they might desire, it is largely because the 
insolent pretenders to piety hav first set the force 
example, the example of injuring those of adverse 
opinion. Indeed, justice exeeuted to Christians, ac- 
cording to their code, the Zex talionis, “such meas- 
ure as ye mete shall be measured unto you again,” is 
the last thing they think of. Nay, they cannot en- 
dure the thought, das ecuzole their bankrupt con- 
sciences with the forged receipt, “Jesus paid it all.” 

Jesus died and paid it all— 
All but a dollar and a quarter ; 
Yet sin had left a crimson stain, 
And they scrubbed it out with water. 
(Revised Hymn). 

Bruno, Campanella, Kepler, Vanini, Galilei, Copernicus, 
Descartes, and Spinoza had to force their way through a 
snapping and howling pack of monkish fanatics who beset 
the path of every reformer, and overcame the heroism of all 
but the stoutest champions of lightand freedom. From the 
tenth to the end of the sixteenth century not less than three 
million ‘“‘ heretics,” ¢.¢., scholars and free inquirers, had to 
expiate their love of truth in the flames of the stake (Prof. 
Felix L. Oswald in The Bible of Nature). 


The wholesale charge made by the Theists, or 
Godites, of every stripe, against Atheists, of their 
being without moral principle, coupled with the com- 
mon habit of ascribing Atheism to whomsoever holds 
other views than their own, is in itself the worst in- 
justice the world ever knew, the most infamous judg- 
ment that wickedness can devise, it being the dog- 
matic basis of tyranny and torture, ostracism and op- 
pression, hate, death, hell and damnation, which the 
ignorant and iniquitous, superstitious, selfish, and 
sensual pious in power hav always brought upon 
whomsoever they would, so far as they could, fur. 
ther coolly stultifying themselvs with the self-righteous 
sentiment that God in his goodness, Brahma in his 
bliss, Jupiter in his justice, or Jehovah in his jeal- 
ousy created and suffered the ungodly to liv on pur- 
pose to amuse himself and minister to his saints or 
furnish them subjects for that climacteric act of 
Christian and other faith—the holy barbecue of live 
heretics. 

Aud if the sectarian cannot brand and burn others 
as formerly when he was in power, he makes the 
most of his liberty to belie them that his income may 
abound. This milder method may be even more 
potent than the fiery ordeal in that it is not so furi- 
ously resisted. Says Edwin Marlitt : 

Blasphemy, Infidelity, scoffer—the influence of these 
favorit denunciatory words of your party is not to be un- 
derrated. 1 by their means a large number of in- 
telligent beings, incredible as the statement is in the nine- 
teenth century, are in apparent subjection to a minority 
of narrow-minded fanatics. Many men of intellect hav a 
certain faith ip the influence of these worn-out anathemas 
upon the masses, and are silent in spite of their more en- 
lightened convictions, and this givs the throne upon which 
your party is seated feet of clay fora certain season (Little 
Moorland Princess). 

Moral sentiment did not evolute from a theolog- 
ical seminary. Ohastity will not die with the clergy. 
Good will outliv God. 

Why is anyone an Atheist, and why is Atheism 
ever avowed, when it has exercised against it the 
odds of publie opinion, popular legislation, and auto- 
cratic ukase, unless it is because the Atheist is a per- 
son of original convictions and has honesty and 
courage enough to declare them ? 

The Atheist’s faith will never shrink 
Though pressed by pious foe, 
He will not tremble on the brink 
Of threatened God-damned woe. 
(Gospel Hymn Revised). 

Who are these terrible Atheists, and what hav they 
done to call forth the sweeping sentence of the Chris- 
tian Court? We will first let one answer who is most 
frequently cited as an example of godless impiety by 
the volatil victims of Atheophobia, Voltaire, the in- 
spirer of liberty in France, but who yet was not an 
Atheist, but a Deist, as were also Moses and Moham- 
med, Solomon and Socrates, Jesus and Josephus, 

. Thomas Paine and Theodore Parker : 


Why is a society of Atheists thought impossible? Be- 
cause it is thought that men under no restraint (fear) could 


never liv together; that laws avail nothing against secret. 


crimes; and that there must be an avenging God, punishing 
in this world, or another, those delinquents who hav escaped 
human justice. But among the gentiles, several sects had 
no such curb; they were persuaded that the soul is not a 
substance, but a faculty of the body; and consequently their 
only check was morality and honor. The Roman senators 
and knights, in Cicero’s time, were downright Atheists; 
as ‘‘neither to fear nor to expect anything from the gods, 
amounts to a denial of their existence.” There is, in Athe- 
ism, no temptation to those sanguinary procedures for which 
fanaticism is notorious. Atheists, for the most part, are 
men of study (Voltaire). 


Thus is stoutly set aside the olden fib, “ The fool 
hath saith in his heart there is no God.” If the de- 
vout readers dispute the famous French Cyclopedist 


we cite yet again the opinion of one they are fond of 
quoting as a champion Obristian philosopher, the 
author of the “Novum Organum." If he is not ac- 
cepted as an authority on the subject his logie nev- 
ertheless remains and needs no strengthening: 

Atheism leaves a man to sense, to philosophy, to, natural 
piety, to laws, to reputation, all of which may be guides to 
practical and moral virtue, though religion were not. But 
superstition dismounts all these and erecteth an absolute 
monarchy in the minds of men. Therefore Atheism did 
never perturb states, for it makes men prudent and content, 
as limiting their views to this life, and we see the times in- 
clined to Atheism were civil times. But superstition hath 
been the confusion of many states, and bringeth in many a 
primum mobile [first mover, as a mainspring] that ravishes 
all the spheres of government (Lord Bacon). 


Thus the great Bacon with one bold sweep of his 
pen demolishes the blatant defamation of Atheism, 
and impeaches the meek pretense of that mock piety 
which is childish toward God and cruel toward men. 


Christianity has always opposed every forward movement 
of the human race. Across the highway of progress it has 
always been building breastworks of Bibles, tracts, com- 
mentaries, prayer-books, creeds, dogmas, and platforms, and 
at every advance the Christians hav gathered together be- 
hind these heaps of rubbish and shot the poisoned arrows of 
malice at the suldiers of freedom (Robert Ingersoll). 


Atheists hav been the leaders of the people’s prog- 
ress ever since “fear hurled the God an engin on 
the world” to crush inquiry beneath its idolatrous 
wheels, for whatever invention in art, science, or 
philosophy, or attempt at reform in religion, has 
been made for the benefit of man, the priests and 
their panderers hav cried out, Impiety!“ Blas- 
phemy !” “Atheism !” ** Orucify him!“ “ Damn him!“ 
It would take too long a time to recite the countless 
instances of religious injustice, for the history of the 
world is the record of religious wrong, as may be 
rd in brief in Winwood Reade’s “ Martyrdom of 

n.“ 

Every concession of the rights of the people made 
by power assuming to be ordained by God, has been 
wrung from them by those whom they would like to 
rossi and damn as Atheists, because the very claim 
that anything can be made better than the creator 
left it is a tacit denial of God's jurisdiction. 

Once, to be an Atheist was to be an outlaw ; now, 
to be an Atheist is to be a knight of order. 


‘Atheism is the gospel of happiness. It is the herald of 
good news—that this wondrously beautiful world is not un- 
der the wrath of any monster in the skies. Christianity 
stamps upon the human heart the counterfeiting die of a 
devil, and seeks to save sinners from a horrid hell by a bribe 
of a blissful heaven. Atheism grasps all the good it can 
hold, seeks truth for its own sweet sake,-strives to scatter 
the sunshine about the hearthstones of happy homes, and 


teaches men to lead noble lives, that they may leave the f 


world better than they found it. Christianity seeks to save 
souls from pits of its own digging, to sever the shadowy 
shackles itself has forged from the fog of mystical faiths. 


Atheism comes to wrench from the world the frightful veil | 


with which creeds and churches hav wrapped the fair face 
of nature, to giv us a glimpse of the peace of an earthly 
paradise, and to teach us to stand fast in that liberty where- 
with our natures make us free; to usher in the glorious gos- 
pel of gladness until the doleful discord of religions hav 
sighed out their last sad notes on the dying breeze of even- 
ing, and the blessed breath of the beautiful morning shall 
bring the cheerful chorus of hope and joy and justice from 
the gladsome lips of emancipated men (8. H. Preston). 


All the good that Atheists, Infidels, skeptics, 
and heretics hav done, all the harm they hav left un- 
done, declares the Christian Court and echoes the 
doting crowd, is due to the irfluence of religion of 
some sort, and mainly to Christianity. Say, rather, 
that whatever of good the religious hav done, what 
evil they hav thought to shun, Christians especially, 
should be credited to the natural humanity of man- 
kind, and the impulse and teachings of dissenters 
to creeds, of whom Atheists are chief. 

The boastful assassins of our two presidents were 
under religious influences, and so, too, were the cru- 
cifiers of Ohrist, the slaughterers of Socrates, the 
hackers of Hypatia, the executers of Robert Emmett, 
and the burners of Bruno. 

Rev. Wm. S. Sloan, in an article in the Golden 
Rule (Obristian Endeavor organ), says: 

A very useful book to read is the life of one of the great- 
est of our race, the '* Memoirs of Socrates? by Xenophon, 
with the companion records by Plato in his ‘‘Apology of 
Socrates,” and his ** Phedo,” all of them to be obtained in 
excellent English translations. 'These books would almost 
suffice to educate a man. Certainly they are beautiful pict- 
ures of the best men by the best writers of that far-off time. 
9 77 reading of the “Apology of Socrates” is very stimulat- 

B. f 

How much of the “Memoirs,” “ Apology,” and 
“ Phædo” of Socrates, was due to the influence of 
the Ohristian religion? Or were his wisdom and in- 
tegrity, and the admiration and brilliancy of his 
biographers, inspired by the pagan religion (of which 
Paul said the Athenians had too much), for denying 
and ridiculing which in his academy he was, by a 
contemptible court of hypocrits, doomed to drink 
the deadly hemlock ? i 

But after all at this late day of protestation 
against theological tyranny and ignorant bigotry, 
Atheists and skeptics hav themselvs largely to 
blame, inasmuch as they deny their own dignity and 
cringe beneath the shadow of the dessicated skeleton 
of ecclesiasticism which hisses through rattling teeth 


and warping jaws its jealous taboo of Freethought. 
I hav good backing in Mr. E. Belfort Bax: 


No matter what & man's belief or absence of belief may be, 
you may be quite sure in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred 
he wil profess to hav conscientious scruples as to calling 
himself an Atheist.. The reason of this is not far to seek. 
The question of God or no God has very little to do with it. 
When the popular theory of the mounted policeman up 
above is discarded, all that remains is a highly subtle philo- 
sophical problem which it would be the rankest humbug in 
any ordinary man to pretend he felt the smallest interest in 
or even understood. The real point in the not-an-Atheist " 
cant lies in the fact that the word Atheism is supposed in the 
popular mind to imply the rejection of the current bourgeois 
morality, the avowed sanctions of which rest on the abnor- 
mally developed policeman theory. It is bourgeois senti- 
ment which isthe well-spring of objection to the word Athe- 
ism, and not suddenly evoked scruples on refined points of 
metaphysic. (Our ‘ Agnostics’ hav, to suit their own con- 
venience, chosen to giv the word Atheism an altogether new 
and non-natural signification. Until recently it has simply 
meant, both in its etymology and usage, a non-believer in 
God. A highly respectable ** Agnostic” of to-day, who ac- 
cepts this latter position, in order to avoid calling himself an 
Atheist, has ingeniously twisted the word Atheism into 
meaning exclusivly the attempt to prove dogmatically the 
non-existence of a deity. Armed with this brand-new defi- 
nition of Atheism, he is able to pass in middle-class circles 
as a highly creditable person, who is not an Atheist—oh, 
dear, no 1) (Ethics of Socialism). 


The futility of this effort of the non-religious to 
escape the opprobrium of the Godiferous by the use 
of the fig-leaf of Agnosticism is apparent, in that 
they are called Atheists all the same, as they are in 
practice if not in name. Says one: 


Now, I hold that the moment the idea that- God ever was 
or is a partial God enters the soul, that moment doubt in 
him, in some form or other, enters the mind and heart and 
he ceases to infiuence the moral character of man. And is 
not this why all partial religious teaching leads to and is re- 
sponsible for largely the Atheism and Infidelity of the world ? 
Ingersoll, Mill, and the Infidel Pentecost were partialists 
originally. They tried to progress without recognizing the 
fundamental truth,“ the univerealfatherhood." They landed 


in the belief of universal orphanage (Rev. E. W. Jenkins's 


sermon at Connecticut Universalist convention, 1889). 


Until Universalists and other “liberal Christians" 
quit calling their betters “ Infidels,” they should bot- 
tle their boasted “brotherhood of man” business. 
The God idea even in them, as ever, is a divider of 
the race; and if the “ partialists” hav helped drive 


‘our greatest men to progress, blessed be partialism 


for that. 

Who or what is this God or great what-you-may- 
call-it, that doubt, ignorance, or denial thereof is 
accounted infamous? Let certain of their own poets 
and professors answer. ; 


Being whom we call God and know no more (Derzhavin). 
Then why need we care? 


God is a word used to express not our ideas but the want of 
them (John Stuart Mill). 


Mill has come out of the mill all right and is in 
the college curriculum. ee 

The infinit is not an object of human thought atall. . 
Attributes of mind must be conceived as existing in a person, 


and the existence of an infinit person is inconceivable 
(Mansel, Limits of Religious Thought). 


Any less than an infinit would be a cur-tailed God. 


Man’s talk about the infinit is a mass of barren, vague, 
and meaningless abstractions, in which they baffle about 
nothing (Hooker). . . 

A 


What has no outline can hav no dimension. 
point is infinit and is but a mathematical departure. 

As a transcendental is an unconditioned being, God cannot 
be scientifically known (Sir William Hamilton). 

That which is known at all is scientifically known. 
The transcendental is contemptible. The uncondi- 
tioned lacks the condition of existence. 

God will only punish men for wickedness, and not for 
holding opinions. That is the truth which cuts into the 
knot of sophistry and ends that great error, that error itself 
is guilt. The church should be more intolerant of selfish. 
negs, cant, and hypocrisy, and less indignant with original 
opinions. The minister should be the pattern of intolerance 
of all that is immoral, and the model of tolerance of what is 


honest doubt and honest belief in what differs from himself 
(Rev. Phillips Brooks, Trinity church, Boston). 


That is an advance of the Christian standard to 
which the rank and file of superstition, as it is in 
Jesus, will never come up. Their war-song is: 

Am I a soldier of the cross, 
A follower of the lamb, 

And shall I liv in love and peace 
With those whom God doth damn? 


No, I must fight as well as pray, 
Giv me a gun, O God! 
The Atheists hav got no rights, 
We'll blot them off the sod. 
(Watts, altered). 

But the Atheists will not get from the earth for 
all the gospel gunning. There are others that might 
better be spared from the “footstool,” ag says the 
Rev. Mr. Greene, pastor of the Shattuck street Uni- 
versalist church, Lowell, Mass. “To sit down in 
the dirt and wait for God to clean up is worse than 
Atheism.” Says Parker Pillsbury, the venerable 
Abolitionist and Spiritualist : 

Not Frederick the Great alone, but every brave captain, 
practically believes that God is ever on the side of the heavi- 
est and best-handled battalions. In any desperate engage- 
ment the church herself would trust the best general, though. 
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an open Atheist, sooner than her devoutest saint, if a cow- 
ard or a fool, though he should fast forty days and pray 
forty i every battle (Popular Religions, Concord, 


7 


Pesceable people could get along better without 


any such gunner of a God. As to the Atheist as a 
champion of righteousness, the Seventh Day Advent- 
ists hav nominated one, so-called, Colonel Ingersoll, 
for president of the United States. »" 
The late vindication of Charles Bradlaugh by his 
Christian peers, in expunging from the Journal the 
record of the bigoted exclusion from the British 
House of Commons of that champion of the rights 
of all (not excepting the Irish) for his Atheism, 


ought forever to solder the flippant tongues of all- 


sacred slanderers fo the dome of their fly-traps and 
melt their malicious pens in the fire of repentance. 
But no; the godly traducer will not cease from 
troubling the intelligent, honest, and brave, until the 
races of fools and frauds shall hav become extinct as 
the dodo. Robert Swail well sings: 


When o’er mankind the church held sway, 
In superstition’s palmy day, 
The arguments the priests adored 
Were thumbscrews, fagots, fire, and sword. 
Now, when of these they are bereft, . 
The only weapons they hav left id 
Are threats of Gods beyond the skies, 
With personal abuse and lies. : 
Behind a wall of obscene Bibles, 
They skulk and sling their slanderous libels. 
With hate they load their gospel guns, 
And poison shoot at freedom’s sons. 
But truth will silence soon their roar, 
And priests will be believed no more. 
The persecuting, slandering clan 
No more will dwarf the mind of man. 


Meanwhile we hav this thought to console us: 
Robert Court and all the unctuous crew of “unco 
guid,” as named by Robert Burns, from the pope of 
Rome to Olarke Braden, may spout their spume at 
the shining stars of reason, but these bayers at the 
moon cannot rob those brilliant orbs of a single 
salient twinkle, whilst this shall be the ringing eulogy 
of every Atheist valiant for reform: 


Well hast thou fought 

The better fight, who single hast maintained 

Against revolted multitudes the cause 

Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms; 

And for the testimony of truth hast borne 

Universal reproach, far worse to bear 

Than violence. 

Joan Prescorr Guns. 

Tyngsboro, Mass., March 22, 291. 


ele 
Letters to Workingmen. 


I hav said man is essentially selfish. He does not 
like to admit it, because he has been taught to be- 
lieve he ought not to be, and the desire not to be has 
grown to a conviction that he is not. Let the motiv 
power to all action is self-happiness, the satisfaction 
of self. As in the old question of “ the freedom of the 
will,” we think of self as apart from the organism— 
like the advochíes of Spiritism, who would make 
mind an entity. Scientific psychology and physiol- 
ogy prove it an illusion. The mind is but an expres- 
sion of the brain, and self is the identity of mind 
and organism. The poet says, . 


It is the mind that makes the body rich, 


bub it might as truthfully be said, It is the richness 
of the body that makes the mind. The simile of 
Longfellow is appropriate : 

Though it leads, yet it follows; 

Though it bends, it obeys. 

Useless one without the other. 

The organization of the individual is the essence 
of communism with the will, a true representativ 
governor. To gratify an idem is just as selfish as to 
gratify an appetite. Tho religious devotee who tort- 
ures bis body, 


In hope to merit heaven by making earth a hell, 


is just as selfish as he who “makes a god of his 
belly.” Road the characters portrayed by Oharles 
Dickens, with this idea in view. Jarndyos is found 
to be as selfish as Skimpole. We follow Jarndyce in 
all his eccentric ways in making others, in whom he 
is interested, happy, and the great satisfaction he 
finds in so doing. His charity to the Skimpole family, 
allowing them to liv in idleness according to their 
father’s peculiar ideas; his hospitality to Skimpole, 
and his enjoyment of his guest’s simplicity; his 
“growling,” and the “east wind,” what was it all but 
the artifice of a selfish nature. Esther was indignant 
when reading in Skimpole’s autobiography that Jarn- 
dyce was a very selfish man, yet it was true, even as 
it would hav been true had Jarndyce written the 
same of Skimpole. Selfishness brought man out 
from brutehood. Let us cultivate it and trust it, 
the ego of man. What a lesson to woman was the 
action of the heroin of “An African. Farm!” Lyn- 
dall preferred death and disgrace to the surrender of 
self, feeling that life in bestowing love must withhold 
liberty. She would hav none of it. Oh, the gran- 
deur of dying Lyndall addressing her emaciated 
features as reflected from the little mirror: We are 
not afraid, you and I; we are together; we will fight, 


you and I" “He that conquers himself is greater 
than he that taketh a city," saith the scripture, and 
there is no doubt but that it is of far more impor- 
tance to cultivate, guide, and control ourselvs, than 
any city, society, or government. Stil], the saying 
was founded upon a false premis—that the self is 
vile by nature, and all its desires carnal; that it 
must be “conquered,” brought under subjection, 
after which the person’s duty to his God requires 
that he should go out and help to conquer others, 
and this idea led to all the trouble which ushered in 
the Dark Ages. 

Religious fanaticism and bigotry influencing the 
mind of the hordes of poor, ignorant slaves, they 
arose in all the ferocious anger of their God and 
crushed out the civilization of Greece, the light of 
reason and philosophy, which had reached a high 
degree, but which, alas! illuminated only the homes 
of an aristocracy ; and it went out like a rush candle 
before a tornado when the angry populace arose in 
the fury of duty to its God. “Truth crushed to 
earth will rise again.” Slowly but surely we are 
emerging from the darkness of faith to the bright 
light of scientific reason, and when we shall hav 
again reached the proud eminence occupied by those 
ancient philosophers, our position will be unassail- 
able, for practical science, unknown to those sages, 
will enable us to verify our assertions, and intro- 
duce a new feature that destroys all ideas of aris- 
tocracy, by proving the lowness of our origin—that 
we are but the result of the forces of nature, the 
effects of causes bayond our control. We shall hav 
no God to thank that we are not as other men ; but 
a generosity born of a knowledge that men, like 
blocks, are but as they are hewn, will abide with us. 
A sympathy for unfortunate humanity will build 
homes in place of prisons, and treat as diseased 
what now we punish as criminal. Experiments in 
hypnotism or mesmerism establish proof that our 
actions are the result of suggestion produced by 
physical or mental impressions, and these may be 
received and acted upon without the knowledge or 
cooperation of the will. The will power may be set 
aside or lie dormant without affecting physical se- 
tion. Hence the individual is not always account- 
able for his actions, and hence the injustice of judg- 
ing the actions of others. And this suggests the 
cultivation and improvement of self, the extension 
and dominion of the will power. The noblest and 
grandest expression of fhe human lips are the words, 
I will. Let us look into the mirror and say to our 
reflection, as Lyndall did: “ We are all alone, you 
and I. No one helps us, no one understands us, but 
we will help ourselvs.” And what is more, we will 
let others do the same. We owe allegiance to no 
soul but our own. We are in duty bound to no 
power but that of our own organization. Let us 
“dare assert the I” supreme. In other words, let 
us be selfish and mind our own business. 

Yet I would not ignore man’s social nature, nor 
that power which 


Bid each on other for assistance call, 
Till one man's weakness grows the strength of all. 


Yet it seems to me that the harmony and beauty 
of society depend upon keeping distinct and clear— 
like notes in music—the various individualities ; that 
true social laws hav 80 


s 


Linked the general frame 
And bade self-love and social be the same. 


Selfishness is an essential of man’s nature, yet, 
like everything else pertaining to that nature, it is 
susceptible of cultivation, improvement, and reform. 
Epicureanism has evolved from gluttony. Sex- love, 
the most beautiful thing in nature, has sprung from 
brutal lust. And intelligent selfishness is a differ- 
ent degree from animal satisfaction. Yet it is well 
to return to first principles to know that what is, is 
but a modification of what was; to feel that the 
source is no shame to the stream; that all our ideas 
of beauty, purity, and goodness are but the culti- 
vated sense of the brute. It is well to go back over 
the road we hav traveled to view the snares and pit- 
falls our tired, ignorant ancestors tumbled into; to 
view egain the false signs that led their ignorant feet 
astray. We may follow our ancestral line back to 
those fellows Mr. Pentecost tells of ss having thin 
legs, small heads, and large abdomens; whom Inger- 
soll apeaks of as having teeth twice as long as their 
forehead was high, with a spoonful of brains in the 


back of their orthodox heads, skulking through the 


forest afraid of their shadows. We may see them in 
this condition passing centuries and thousands of 
centuries with little or no improvement. Yet grad- 
ually a change is perceived. The rough stone sge 
passes into the polished stone age, and countless 
ages roll on, but the ingenuity that put a finer edge 
upon the rough stone finally utilized other minerals. 
The necessity for better tools to kill their prey 
sharpened their ingenuity. Their teeth and nails 
grew blunt as their tools grew sharp. As their fore- 
heads grew their teeth retired. And when the 


heretic came to the “gentleman in the dug-out” 
and insisted on improving his craft by putting a 
stick in the middle and a rag on the stick to catch 


the wind, his orthedoxy began to weaken. It is 
indeed a question of brains, a struggle between the 
forces of intelligence and the forces of superstition. 
But the hand of Science has written upon the 
walls of the Gods the legend, so plain no seer is 
needed to interpret: 


Thou art weighed in the balance and found wanting. 
Buffalo, N. Y. A. L. Barrov. 


SEO 
Our London Letter. ; 

The leading English journals hav been well-nigh 
unanimous in their expressions of opinion as to the 
important work done for humanity in general and 
his countrymen in particular by the late Charles 
Bradlaugh, and fully appreciate the national loss 
that has been sustained by his early decease. Some 
of them in their admiration of the man hav gone 
80 far as to declare that he was a Christian, although 
he himself was not aware of the fact. From this 
it would appear that many professing Christians 
hav no knowledge of their own creed, simply im- 
sgining that a man whose private life is above re- 
proach, and whose honesty is beyond question, 
must of necessity be a Christian, even when he 
openly avows his utter disbelief in the whole sys- 
tem of supernatural religion. Charles Darwin was 
a Ohristian of the same class according to these 
people's ideas. The fact is, the Christian ranks 
number so very few, if any, men of note in any 
department that they are intensely eager to claim 
every really great man after his death, no matter 
what his opinions on religious matters may be. 
Ouriously enough, the Daily News, of which it is 
said Labouchere is part proprietor, calmly states 
that Charles Bradlaugh’s “ Atheism had never any 
vogue, and it was when he turned away from it to 
politics that he became influential with the work- 
ing class.” It would be interesting to know who 
inspired such utter nonsense as this. No doubt at 
some future time there will be tales told of a death- 
bed recantation overheard by some one who was not 
present, as in the case of Thomas Paine. W. R. 
Bradlaugh, the “evangelist,” must be a very pe- 
culiarly organized individual. What he intended to 
convey by the reference to Job xxxiii, 15, 16, ap- 
pended to the wreath he sent, may be known to 
himself, but to the general public they convey neither 
sense nor meaning. He must bea very smali-minded 
man, as he has written an article in & religious paper 
with the intention of belittling his dead brother by 
giving a distorted account of incidents iu his early 
life. Fortunately no one pays any attention to W. 
R. Bradlaugh, and his endeavor to emerge from his 
well-merited obscurity will meet with no success. 

Undoubtedly the finest panegyric yet written has 
emanated from the pen of the editor of the Agnostic 
Journal, and no words of mine could possibly giv it 
anything like justice. It is much to be deplored 
that two such master minds were unable to work 
together. If they could hav combined forces they 
would hav earried everything before them, but it was 
not to be; they were so much alike and yet so differ- 
ent, both fighting for the same cause and yet so 
antagonistic to each other; but it is not in the nature 
of things for two Napoleons to be in the field to- 
gether. It was unfortunate the two men-were so 
separated from each other, and I cannot but think it 
was from a misunderstanding that might perhaps 
hav been rectified if only some one had known how 
to do it. 

The National Reformer is, I see, to be continued 
under the editorship of Mr. Robertson, certainly the 
best man who could hav been chosen for the work, 
even apart from his having been sub-editor for some 
years. Under his direction the journal is not likely 
to decrease in interesting matter, and now that the 
political record will be eliminated more space can be 
devoted to Freethought articles, which, after all, is 
the most fitting matter for a Freethought paper. 

A plan is on foot for erecting a suitable memorial 
to the late great Atheist. The idea seems to be to 
raise sufficient funds to erect a Freethought hall and 
institute, which is perhaps the best way of keeping 
his memory green. His extensiv collection of books 
will form a fine nucleus for a Freethought library, 
and no doubt many Freethinkers will leave their own 
collections to be added to it. At present a Free- 
thought society cannot legally hold property, but 
the movement now working for the repeal of the law 
which is answerable for this iniquitous state of 
affairs will sooner or later be successful, and then it 
will be seen whether Freethought will not make far 
greater strides than Christianity ever did even when 
supported by the whole force of the Roman empire. 
The people who do all they can to keep us poor are 
never tired of taunting us with the little we hav to 
show in the way of handsome buildings and grand 
institutions, but when we hav the same freedom 
they possess, they will hav cause to open wide their 
eyes with astonishment at the progress that will be 
made. FF J. D. 
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+ 1814 Greene street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Miss Craddock Answers Mr. Wettstein. 


The ancient Danish king, Osnute, who thought, by 
waving his scepter angrily over the bit of ocean at 
hig feet, to check the rising tide—a tide which was 
rising not only in his small harbor, but all over the 
earth——has had his imitators in every age, and the 
latest copyist of King Canute is our good friend and 
quondam faithful upholder, Mr. Otto Wettstein. 

Mr. Wettstein has chosen to accuse me, in public 
print, (1) of duplicity, in that I accepted the badge 
which he presented to me, although I advocated the 
pansy ; and (2) of unwarranted presumption in send- 
ing out an attractiv and presumably expensiv cir- 
cular, without first getting permission from the body 
of our members throughout the Uaited States. 

The second charge can be ‘disposed of briefly. 
The Fiag and Pansy pamphlet was not sent out upon 
my own responsibility, but with the unanimous and 
cordial approval of the entire board of directors. It 
was submitted in detail at a full board meeting, and 
certain additions and alterations there suggested 
were acted on by the executiv committee with seru- 
pulous fidelity. As for taking a vote from the entire 
body of our members throughout. the couatry every 
time that we get up a new circular, the very idea is 
absurd, aud would soon stop the wheels of the Amer- 
ican Secular Union. If we sre to go into a commit- 
tee of the whole for everything of this sort, it would 
bs better to dispense with a board of directors alto- 
gother. 

As to the charge of “ duplicity,” Mr. Wettstein 
does me the honor to publish a complimentary letter 
which I wrote, thanking him for the badge pin which 
he so kindly sent me just before the Portsmouth 
congress. He adds that this badge was sent Miss 
Oraddock “conditionally that she would wear it, 
which, of course, implied that she indorsed it as the 
most suitable emblem for Liberals.” Indeed? In 
what way, pray, does my acceptance of a gift commit 
me to considering it the handsomest thing in the 
world? But let us see what Mr. Wettstein himself 
wrote me at the time: 

Rooumzrg, III., Oct. 2, 1890. 

Miss Crapvoor, Hsteemed Friend : I inclose my annual con- 
tribution to the American Secular Uaion, and only regret 
that at present it cannot be $100. . . . 

Per prepaid ex. I also take the liberty to send you one of 
my small badges which I designed to represent emblemat- 
ically the principles for which we agitate, and which in you 
and President Westbrook hav such noble champions. I hav 
read with great interest all your able and stirring contribu- 

tions to the Liberal papers, and am satisfied that the present 
' officers are doing all in their power to place our national so- 
ciety upon a solid footing. . . . 

P.8.—As the occasional idiosyncrasies of certain ladies or 
gentlemen prompt them to refuse to wear badges of any kind 
F. Underwood, for instance—you will kindly return 
the emblem I send should you object to wear it personally. 
Otherwise it is, I assure you, cheerfully presented as a token 
of recognition of the efficient services rendered in a good 
cause. : WETTSTEIN. 

It will be observed that there is not the slightest 
hint in the above letter of my being expected to in- 
dorse " this badge “as the most suitable emblem for 
Liberals.” Judging from this letter, almost anyone 
would say that the gift in question was sn innocent 
and friendly token of esteem to me in my official 
capacity. And I very naturally accepted the badge, 
and wrote Mr. Wettstein a grateful letter—the let- 
ter which he published last week. Had there been 
the least hint given me of its being bestowed “for a 
consideration "—that consideration being the pledg- 
ing of myself to advertise Mr. Wettstein’s badge to 
the exclusion of everything else—it is needless to 
say that that pin would hav been returned to Mr. 
Wettstein forthwith. My conscience and my per- 
sonal independence may hav no especial money value 
to the world, as the world rates those things; but 
they are everything to me, and I hav never yet re- 
ceived sufficient pecuniary inducement to part with 
them. And I really think they are worth a little 
.more money than the price even of Mr. Wettstein’s 
* diamond " badge. 

When Mr. Wettstein's gift reached me, I had al- 
ready drafted most of my speech for the Portsmouth 
congress. To hav omitted mention of the pansy in 
that address—even had I been so inclined, in order to 
help on Mr. Wettatein's badge trade—would hav been 
to giv the play of * Hamlet" with Hamlet left out, 
as the pansy was one of the features of my discourse. 
I did consult one or two friends on the advisability 
of mentioning the “Torch of Reason“ along with 
the “ Pansy ;” but we concluded that it might seem 
to bring the two into conflict, and raise hard feelings. 
However, I wore Mr. Wettstein’s badge beside the 


- ; - ’ 
pansy at the congress, and Iam right glad and proud 
I was wearing it, too. Perhaps I should hav thought 
differently, had I realized that the giver was even 
then expecting me to return for his gift a considera- 
tion,” so to speak. ` . 

My position regarding the two badges is perhaps 
best explained by quoting the following from our 
new circular : 

Various badges hav been from time to time adopted by 
Liberals. Perhaps the two best known are the ''Pree- 
thought, Science. Reason vs. Superstition ». of Otto Wett- 
stein, and the ** Universal Mental Liberty" of Lucy Chur- 
chill. Each of these sets forth an idea which we cannot 
afford to throw aside; and the wearing of one does not ex- 
clude the wearing of the other. It is hoped that they will be 
even more widely adopted than at present. 

There is, however, need of a badge which shall ex- 
press at first glance, without complexity of detail, that 
basic principle of freedom of thought for which Liberals of 
all isms are contending. This need seems to hav been met 
by the Freethinkers of France, Belgium, Spain, and Swe- 
den, who hav adopted the pansy as their badge (French pen- 
sée, meaning thought). We join with them in recommending 
this flower as a simple and inexpensiv badge of Freethought. 


It will be noticed that we hav no ides of bringing 
the pansy into competition with Mr. Wettstein’s 
badge. Indeed, as late as Feb. 17, 1891, I wrote Mr. 
Wettstein as follows: 

Dear MR. WzrreTEIN: I hav received a letter from a lady 
in Los Angeles, who is trying to organize an American Sec- 
ular Union auxiliary in her city, and she asks me if we hav 
a badge, as she thinks, and very justly, that we ought to 
show our colors. I hav told her, of course, of the pansy 
adopted by the Freethinkers of France, Belgium, Sweden, 
and Spain, and recommended by me at the Portsmouth con- 
gress; and I hav also described your badge at length, and 
given her your address. Perhaps it might be well for you 
to send her some descriptiv circulars and prices of your 
badge. I hav mislaid the circulars you sent me—possibly 
they hav been thrown away in the hasty clearing up just 
previous to the congress—and so I could not send her any. 
Her name is 

I want to thank you over again for the badge which you 
80 kindly sent me. Iwear it every day, and on all occasions, 
at evening companies, etc. . People ask me What 
that badge is for?" and then I can use it as an entering 
wedge for a little ** testimony," as the Quakers would say, 
on behalf of Liberalism. It has one disadvantage, however; 
it costs too much for those Liberals who are not blest with 
much of the world’s goods to buy. In that respect, I think 
the pansy has an advantage. However, I trust sincerely 
that neither badge will ever become a rival to the other; 
each symbol has its work to do, and there seems to be no 


reason why either should supersede the other. At the Ports- 


mouth congress, I wore both side by side. 

However, Mr. Wettstein seems resolved to con- 
sider the two badges as necessarily opposed, even if 
other people do not so consider them. Last Dacem- 
ber one of our Western members (whose name I do 
not feel at liberty to.giv without having his permis- 
sion) wrote me: 

I am anxious to hav introduced the pansy” and the 
“flag” by circular, and also by lapel button, badge, end 
charm. As to this letter, I wrote Wettstein for prices, etc. 
The answer he sent is not encouraging. He seems to think 
his badge is the badge; that it is worn by thousands; and is 
to be worn by generations yet unborn. i 

Indeed, at the close of his article in last week’s 
paper, Mr. Wettstein asserts with charming compls- 
cency his belief that even in France (which country 
first proposed the pansy) this floral emblem “will 
soon be superseded by the sun of science and the 
torch of reason.” "Why, then, if Mr. Wettstein feels 
so sure of this, does he take such alarm at the mere 
suggestion of the pansy? Oan it really be that he 
fears he shall be called on ere long to do what he 
says he will when something better than his comes 
along—i.e., “cheerfully withdraw” his, and use his 
“utmost influence to induce all to wear the best 
badge ?” 

At all events, he seems. to think the fact that the 
pansy is so easily and cheaply obtained, being “found 
upon every five-cent counter, in every millinery and 
jewelry establishment," eic, is against it. To my 
nind, this is an argument for it. Many of our peo- 
ple, who would not feel like paying out several dol 
lars for one of Mr. Wettstein’s pins, would gladly 
invest a few cents in the pansy pin. And why 
should one individual hav a monopoly of a badge for 
Liberals? Is this true Liberalism? Is not the es- 
sence of Freethought perfect freedom for all, irre- 
spectiv of favorits ? 

But the pansy has another advantage in its adapt- 
ability to different tastes. It occurs in nature in 
an almost infinit variety of colors and markings— 
dark purple, lavender, yellow, brown, white, ete. 
Nor are its Freethought wearers confined to a jaw- 
eled brooch or a scarf pin. They can wear the nat- 
ural blossom in their buttonholes; they can em- 
broider or paint it on silk or cardboard or ribbon ; 
or stamp it on their envelopes and writing paper; 
in short, if can be used in a number of different 
ways by the same person and at comparativly slight 
expense, if one wishes. See how the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union has grown! What 
could b» & more “common article of adornment” 
than a bow of white ribbon or white cord? And 
yet the women of that organization are proud to 
wear it; and from what I know personally of the 
workings of that society, I think it safe to assert that 
the wearing of this bit of cheap white ribbon or cord 
in their buttonholes has been one of the chief factors 
in the spread of the Women’s Ohristian Temperance 


Union. “The white ribboners" sre known far and 
wide throughout our country. When Freethinkers 
shall wear the pansy as persistently, Freethought too 
will become & political and a social power to an ex- 
tent at present unknown among us. 

Since the Portsmouth. congress, I hav worn Mr. 
Wettstein’s gift with pride and pleasure, every day 
until last evening, when I read in Tux Truru Szrxer 
his-denunciation of what he is pleased to call my 
“duplicity.” This morning, after mature delibera- 
tion, I laid his badge away in my bureau drawer, as 
it seems to be no longer a gift, but an article for 
which a price is expected to be paid—a price which 
I am not prepared to giv. If Mr. Wettstein wishes 
it returned to him, he can hav it, by mail or express, 
as he may direct. If he wishes me to continue 
wearing it, let him say so, in a way which his innate 
sense of justice and courtesy tells him will approve 
itself to me. I think it would hav-been in better 
taste had he offered his remonstrances to me pri- 
vateiy by letter, where we could hav discussed the 
matter quietly and amicably, instead of airing his 
private grievances through the public press; but, 


since he has chosen the newspapers as his medium, 


I shall be constrained to request him to reply to the 
above alternativa through the same medium. 

Dr. Holmes says, in his “ Autocrat of the Break- 
fast Table? . 


Did you never, in walking in the flelds, come across a 
large flat stone, which had lain, nobody knows how long, 
just where you found it, with the grass forming a little 
hedge, as it were, all round it, close to its edges, —-and hav 
you not, in obedience to a kind of feeling that told you it 
had been lying there long enough, insinuated your stick or 
your foot or your fingers under its edge, and turned it over 
M ? What an odd revelation, and what an unforeseen 


and unpleasant surprise to a small community, the very ex- . 


istence of which you had not suspected, until the sudden 
dismay and scattering among its members produced by your 
turning the old stone over! 

In the same way, Dr. Holmes goes on to say, do 
we create alarm when we overturn, or try to over- 
turn, a long-established custom with the lever of re- 
form. All the little people who hav thriven under 
its shadow are filled with terror when we seek to 
move the stone from over them. 

With a slight change of figure, the same ides will 
perhaps apply to the American Secular Union—that 
splendid block of granit destined for the corner- 
stone of liberty’s temple, but still far from its desti- 
nation, and lying midway of the path of progress, 
waiting for the levers that shall move it forward. 
Through the psst years it has rolled onward and 
stopped, rolled onward again and stopped again, by 
spells. Where it stops there are always lives to take 
shelter beneath it, adapting themselvs to the locality 
where it lies. But by and by the levers of a new 
administration move it onward a little further, and 
those who hav been sheltered temporarily by the 


à 


rock are disturbed, annoyed, possibly embittered, by 


its shifting as the levers are plied. For my own 
part I would not cause inconvenience to any living 
creature, even the meanest insect that stings, if it 
could be avoided. But what are we to do? Shall 
we let our fair and mighty corner-stone lie there only 
halfway to its goal, for fear of disturbing a few lives 
that hav flocked beneath it for a time? Shall we 
not rather ply our levers manfully, lifting it onward, 
onward, still onward to its appointed place as the 
corner-stone of that splendid temple of freedcm in 
whose building every true Liberal is taking a hand— 
8 temple, or rather say a home, where not a few fa- 
vorits, but all creatures alike, shall find shelter ? 

Let us remember that the law of life which never 
fails to work out relentlessly in the long run, is the 
law, not of favoritism, but of evolution, of survival 
of the fittest. Since Mr. Wettstein has chosen to 
bring his badge and the pansy badge into a needless 
competition, so be it! The fittest is bound to sur- 


vive in the end. Aud when we remember that the . 


pansy is adopted already by France, Sweden, Spain, 
Belgium, and that Germany is thinking of adopting 
it, it will be seen that the pansy has already a good 
start. I do not take up the numbers of enthusiastic 
letters which I hav received from Freethinkers on 
this side of the big water, both within and without 
our society, as we can well afford to wait for these 
until some time in the future, when they can hav a 
newspaper column or two to themselvs. Meanwhile, 
if it is to be à contest between the two badges, let 
us on either side possess our souls in patience. And, 
above all, let us not forget that the last, and not the 
least, of the Nine D3mands which our constitution 
makes, includes “the promulgation of a universal 
brotherhood on the ground of a common humanity.” 
Ina O. Czappoox. Corr. See. A. S. U. 
Philadelphia, Pa., March 21, 1891. 


— . — 
The Pansy Pin. 


I am in receipt of several letters asking my opin- 
ion of the proposed “pansy pin as an emblem of 
American Freethinkers. I hav to ssy that I am not 
in favor of its sidoption. It is a pretty enough ides 
and very sentimental. It signifies thought, but 
seems more appropriate for lovers’ fancies and the 
affectionate regard of friendship than for the sturdy, 
irrepressible, wide-awake, independent, and some- 
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ne aggressiv Freethinker of the times in which 
we liv. 

The pansy is hardly expressiv enough, in my opin- 
ion, and, besides, it is already too common. Every- 
one almost has something, some ornament, in the 
pansy order. I hav owned a pansy pin more than 
ten years which was sent me from Switzerland. 
There are pins, ear rings, cuff buttone, charms, fin- 

ger. rings, lockets, slides, bracelets, etc., now in the 
market, made in pansy shape or decorated with pansy 
forms. These-are worn by all sorts of psople, who 
cherish all shades of opinions —people who know 
nothing of, and care less for, Freethought. Thus 
the pansy would not ba a symbol in our country for 
the recognition of Radical or Freethinking views. 

And why should wa seek another symbol or badge 
when we already hav one representing all that is 
necessary ? 

Otto Wettstein's beautiful pin is the handsomest 
emblem for Freethought. It is unique. It means 
something. Itisrepresentativ. You see at a glance 
what it is and know readily what it stands for. It is 
expressiv. It /e//s what it is, while the pansy signi- 
fies simply thought. Mr. Wetistein's pin shows tlie 
flaming torch of reason, the sunrise of science and 
Freethought illumining the universe, while the night 
of superstition lies in darkness and shadow below. 
If I might suggest any change at all in it, I would 
eliminate the word superstition entirely and substi- 
tute common sense, unselfishness, brotherly love, lib- 
erty, or some other equally appropriate word in its 
atead. And the colors I would hav red, white, and 
blue. 

America should lead, not follow. It does not be- 
come an independent people like Americans to go to 
another country seeking an emblem to express their 
freedom and independence. America is in the ad- 
vanca—the greatest nation in the world. Let the 
badge of her noble workers for humanity and the 
rights of men ba a product of the genius and in- 
dustry of her own citizens. France might adopt 
our badge with credit and honor to herself, since it 
expresses so well our mutual views. No doubt 
French Freethinkers would do so, could they but 
see the very attractiv pin patented by Mr. Wettstein, 
who certainly deserves the patronage of Liberals 
everywhere. Let us not go to Wanamaker, or to 
any dealer who would crush us and injure our cause 
it he could, but lef us send our orders to those who 
are with and for us, who love the cause that we love, 
and who are striving to make the world a better 
place for those who are to come, as well as for those 
who liv to-day. Susan H. Wixox. 

-eo 


Cain Lately Raised. 


And it came to psss in the year that the Adam 
family were.evicted from the Eden domain Mrs. Eve 
Adem sent for her regular practitioner, and lo! she 
. was in a fair way to make Adam one of the most 

miserable of mankind. 
How anxiously Mr. Adam walked up and down the 
adjoining room; how, when he heard a little squall, 
his face shone as a cherub’s; how, when he heard 
a second, his face elongated like unto a bass viol as 
he sorrowfully muttered, “Eve, Eve, remember the 
Malthusian dootrin to keav it holy ;" then, when the 
bald-headed disciple of Hsculapius came, with oily 
smile, to pay his respects to Adam and receive his 
. fee, how the irate father ot mankind took the aston- 

ished doctor by the scruff of his neck and pitched 
` him out into darkness where he lay weeping and wail- 
ing and gnashing his teeth, feeless—are these things 
not written inthe Book of Jah? Now, it came about 
that the lad Oain grew space and became a weary- 
limbed clodhopper. As he sadiy skipped from fur- 
row to furrow, followed by the old man and his flail, 
he often would cast envious eyes toward his brother 
as the latter sat upon a hill, playing upon his mouth- 
organ, with the wondering sheep at his feet. 

For the lad Abel was the gentle shepherd of Ante- 
diluvia. 

Then Cain's anger arose and he said, “Lo, my 
brother pulls a wire! I, even I, needeth to till the 
land, while he amuseth himself with Wagnerian se- 
leetions. This must not be; it is not meet that the 
elder son should toil while the younger plays the 
dude !" 

At eventide, as Cain was trying to get the kinks 
out of his back, he conceived of an idea. 

„Ha!“ laughed he sardonically, ‘I will even take 
my apples, my onions, my cherries, and my cabbages 
and hie me to the house of Jah, on whose front porch 
will I lay them as an offoring. Then will I pull a 
string, aye, even a tow-rope.” 

So he gathered him some fruits of the ground, 
in which the worm was not, and sneaking around 
laid them on the doorsteps of Jah’s mansion. 

But in the cool of the evening as Jah went fora 
stroll, he smelt a most noxious exhalation proceeding 
from the porch of his new house, and he wot not 
what it was, saying, “Behold, I will cane that son of 
a painter who hath left his flesh-pots decaying in 
front of my new house!” And he foamed. 

* Then Jah entered the house by the tackway (for 
he did not care to be seen, as the sanitary inspector 


might be around) and climbed to the second story, 
where, peering out of a window, he beheld the wilted 
cabbsges and rotten onions of Gain's first offering 

Aud he waxed wroth and more so as the perfume 
rose higher and higher, and he vowed he would put 
his mark upon Adam's son and heir. `, 

Behold, in process of time, it came to Abel’s ears 
that Cain had stolen a march upon him in the good 
graces of the mighty Jah. 

-So Abel, taking one of his fattest lambs (with mint 
sauce and capers), went round to the back door of 
Jah's residence and gave them to the cook. As Jah 
ast in his sanctum playing “solitary,” he smelled the 
burnt-cffering of Abel. 

And he opened his mouth saying, “ Who is this 
that bringeth to the high and mighty Jah spring 
lamb and caper sauce?“ 

Then up spoke the cook, for a mighty man was he, 
May it plesse your invisibleness, it was thy servant, 
Abel, he of Kalimizoo.” And the Lord was pleased 
and showered blessings down upon Abel. But Cain, 
on learning the above, got tearing mad, even to the 
extent of making things lively at the diggings. 

And behold, as Cain was ripping out a few pro- 
fane remarks, old Jah pounced upon him, even as a 
hawk springeth upon a fat pullet, saying (Jab, not 
the hawk, sir], * Young feller, I’ve been layin’ fur 
you, even you. If ever thou bringest around to my 
front stoop any of thy dog-rotted cabbages, I'll hang 
thee as high as Haman. Where is thy meat, thy 
spring lamb, for it is written, man cannot liv on 
rotten onions !” 

“Alas, your greatness,” moaned the unfortunate 
Cain, “I’ve nary a lamb." 

“Then go West, young man,” thundered the ter- 
rible Jah, “and rustle with the cow-punchers,” and, 
turning away, Jah saluted Abel, his beloved of tithe- 
payers. > Da 

As Jah turned his back, Oain shook his fist at 
Abel, muttering, “ Verily, ye gatherer of wool, I shall 
be even with you. I shall cause ye to see an aurora 
borealis when the old man gits.” 

And he did. For doth it not say “that Cain 
arose and slew his brother?” Yea, verily! 

That day at dinner, Jah had no spring lamb or 
mint sauce, and he said to his cook, * Gabe, what's 
the matter with Abe?” 

But Gabe wotted not. 

So that evening, as Jah was looking out of his 
front bay-window, he espied Cain returning from his 
daily toil. Calling him to the door Jah asked, 
“ Oain, where’s Abs?“ 

* Say, old man, returned this son of Gall, d'ye 
think I am a private intelligence office? What do I 
know about Abe ?” 

But at that moment the evening wind brought to 
the nostrils of Jah a smell so peculiar that, as the 
bald-headed buzzard knows, he knew blood had 
been spilt. Aud he looked at Cain, who trembled at 
his look, saying, When thou resolvest thyself into 
a lynching party, young feller, thou oughtest to 
cover up thy tracks.” 

Then Jah laid hold of Cain, dusting up the road 
and two or three adjacent counties with him, until 
the latter thought he had been wrestling with a full- 
grown Dakota blizzard. And the Lord set his mark 
upon Osin—the same mark can be seen when the 
spirit of Cain has been raised in a political meeting 
—so that whoever should see him would know it was 
Cain, the fratricide, for Jah had so disfigured him 
that even hia mother didn’t recognize him. After 
Jah had so marked him, be made Cain tramp, hound- 
ing him off to the Land of Nod, the paradise of tramps 
unto this day. Here endeth the history of Cain. 
Selah. Wirnrrw ROBERTSON. 


Misapplied Genius. 


Talmage is probably the best specimen the world 
offers of misapplied genius. 

He will make an enthusiastic, entertaining dis- 
course with but a single word as a text, and if you do 
not reason over it, but just swallow it whole, it seems 
quite satisfying. His sermon on the word Come"? 
is an instance of this kind. It opens thus: 

Texts: ‘‘Come.”—Gen. vi, 18.. ‘‘Come.”—Rev. xxii, 17. 
Imperial, tender, and all-persuasiv is this word“ Come.“ 
Six hundred and seventy-eight times it is found in the script- 
ures. It stands at the front gate of the Bible as in my first 
text, inviting antediluvians into Noah’s ark, and it stands at 
the other gate of the Bible as in my second text, inviting the 
postdiluvians into the ark of a savior’s mercy. ''Come" is 
only & word of four letters, hut it is the queen of words, and 
nearly the entire nation of English vocabulary bows to its 
scepter. 
rivers of meaning. Other words drive, but this beckons. 

Then he goes on and tells of invitations persuad- 
ing one and anotker to “come” where wrong, evil, 
and wickedness lead down, down, down, and pleads 
that all such invitations be resisted, and the word 
be applied theologically, as Come to Jesus.” He 
tells the story of 
a wife whose husband had been overthrown by strong drink, 
and she went to the saloon where he was ruined, and she 
said: Giv me back my husband.” And the bartender, 
pointing to a maudlin and battered man drowsing in the 
corner of the barroom, said: ** There he is—Jim, wake up; 
here’s your wife come for you.” And the woman said: 
Po you call that my husband? What hav you been doing 


It is an ocean into which empty ten thousand’ 
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with him? Is that the manly brow? Is that the clear eye? 
Is that the noble heart I married? What vile drug hav you 
given him that has turned him into a fiend? Take your 
tiger claws off of him. Uncoil those serpent folds of evil 
habit that are E him. Giv me back my husband, the 
one with whom I stood at the altar ten years ago. Giv him 
back to me.” Victim was he, as millions of others hav been, 
of the word Come !” 

He follows this sad narrativ with one of a different 
nature, thus: 

I like the faith displayed years ago in Drury Lane, Lon- 
don, in a humble home where every particle of food had 
given out, and a kindly soul entered with tea and other table 
supplies, and found a kettle on the fire ready for the tea. 
The benevolent lady said, How is it that you hav the kettle 
ready for the tea when you had no tea in the house?” And 
the daughter in the home said: Mother would hav me put 
the Kettle on the fire, and when I said, ‘ What is the use of 
doing 80, when we hav nothing in the house ?' she said, ‘ My 
child, God will provide. Thirty years he has already pro- 
vided for me through all my pain and helplessness, and he 
will not Jeave me to starve at last. He will send us help, 
though we do not see how.“ We hav been waiting all the 
day for something to come, but until we saw you we knew 
not how it was to come.” Such things the world may call 
coincidences, but I call them almighty deliverances, and, 
though you do not hear of them, they are occurring every 
hour of every day and in all parts of Christendom. 

How easy to make out a case when there is no one 
to show its flimsiness. If the widows was an al- 
mighty deliverance,” what was that of the drunkard'a 
wife? Ifa God sends the blessings, he just as surely 
sends the miseries. If he sends the deliverances, he 
just as surely sends the temptations and compels ihe 
results. g 

The widow’s case of need was nothing to be com- 
pared with that of the poor woman whose husband 
had been so cruelly and deliberately ruined and de- 
stroyed. The whole world is ready to relieve a case 
of real, deserving need, but who had power to help 
poor Jim’s wife? Her whole life might hav been 
one of prayer—of earnest, beseeching, supplicating 
prayer—and the innocent prayers of her little ones 
added to it, and atop of those the prayers of his old 
mother sitting in the chimney corner, the mother 
who had reared and loved him all her life; and yet 
of what avail? No “almighty deliverance " there. 
No, nor anywhere! The Gods are powerless. Gods 
of wood, brass, and stone; Gode of imagination ; 
Bible Gods—not one of them lifts a finger. Man 
must become his own savior and redeemer. Man 
must educate and uplift the race. Man, with 
woman’s help, advice, and guidance, will by and by 
be more noble, more divine, and more powerful for 
good than any God the world has yet pictured. 

All preat ideas, the race’s aspirations, 
All heroisms, deeds of rapt enthusiasts, 
Be ye my gods [gooda]. 4 
ELMINa Dnaxz ÑLENKER. 


— i09. — — 
Freedom of Worship in the Institutions of 
ew York. 


At the regular weekly meeting of the Manhattan 
Liberal Olub, the New York branch of the Ameri- 
can Secular Union, Friday evening, March 20th, 
two hundred persons present, the following reso- 
lutions were adopted without a dissenting voice: 

WHREREAS: A bill is now before the legislature of the state 
of New York known as the Freedom of Worship " bill, the 
real purpose of which is to giv Catholic and other priests 
access to the House of Refuge to carry on religious services 
therein, and whereas the police magistrates of New York, 
acting under influence of the Roman Catholic church, hav 
manifested a determined purpose to commit children to the 
Catholic Protectory and other sectarian institutions rather 
than to the House of Refuge, where the expense of caring for 
them is less than at private institutions : 

Resolved, That as members of the American Secular Union 
we are entirely opposed to permitting sectarian or religious 
exercises in any public institution, either with or without 
payment of priests or clergymen of any denomination for 
such services. 

Resolved, That any other than purely secular teaching 
and exercises in our public institutions, such as it is the 
purpose of this bill to provide for, are entirely inconsis- 
tent with American principles of government. 

Resolved, That rather than proceed further in the direc- 
tion of establishing more intimate relations of the church 
and state, our legislators ought to provide at once for 
correcting the mistakes already made in thia direction by 
doing away with all present arrangements by which public 
funds are misapplied to the care of the state’s wards in 
sectarian institutions under the control of religious bodies 
and for their profit. 

Resolved, That we therefore ask the legislature to reject 
this Freedom of Worship” bill, and to substitute for it 
and enact one that shall cause all delinquents to be cared 
for only in public institutions, when at public expense, 
and exclude all religious services from them. 

— tit , 


Lectures and Meetings. 
W. F. Jamizson has gone to Arkansas to giv courses of 
lectures. Address him, Rogers, Ark. After filling the en- 
gagements there he will answer calls to lecture in Kansas. 


W. S. Bert leaves California April 10th, on a trip East, 
and is to lecture in Utah at Morgan City, Echo, and Park 
City; in Wyoming at Carbon, and in Iowa at Arcadia, Ham- 
burg, Peoria, Ottumwa, New Hartford, Briston, Ryan, and 
Maquoketa. 

AT the Liberal Club Friday evening, March 27th, will be 
presented Dr. Klug’s great entertainment consisting of an 
exhibition by electro-micro-stereopticon of the invisible 
world of microscopic life. Microbes and animalcule of 
many kinds will be shown in their activ, living state, strug- 
gling for existence and pursuing happiness in their own 
way. 
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jects all classes and ages of the population, that has 
been a success without having incorporated in it the 


Gommunications. 
- principle of prohibition. It will not be denied that 


Prohibition ys. Anarchism, 


Human nature in the aggregate presents to the 
student of ethnology a strange compound of incom- 
patibles. It seems to be an innate quality common 
to the-species, and often crops out in eccentricities, 
disastrous to the individual—a kind of mental mai- 
ady, or psychic lunacy, that no training or knowledge, 
observation or experience, will correct. Some of 
the writers for Taz TRUTRH Szexer seem to be affected 
with abnormal maniaphobia in their virulent and 
bitter hostility to Prohibition. Prohibition is civili- 
zation, and anti- Prohibition is Anarchism, In their 
rabid onslaughts on Prohibition, their attacks are 
without qualification or limitation, evidencing that 
they are opposed to all prohibition on pringiple. 

It was prohibition, they should not forget, that 
helped to make them what they are; that gave them 
the civilized qualities they possess, and has enabled 
them to open this warfare on the principle they are 
indebted to for what there is of them above the un- 
tutored savage. 

Prohibition begins with the cradle, and accom- 
panies man all through life. It was law, civil 
statutes and enactments restraining the savage out- 
lawry on the part of some who rebelled against 
morality and order, in invading others’ rights, that 
prompted to prohibition. 

It is the prohibition and the penalty, with the 
public sentiment that grows out of them, backs 
them up and maintains them, that is at the very 
foundation of civilization. It is to hold the vicious, 
the unfortunate and neglected, in restraint, till the 
gradual influence of education, training, and disci- 
plin will operate as motivs to take the place of com- 
pulsory enforcement by prohibition and punish- 
ment. 

Prohibition, as a principle, has heretofore been, 
and will long continue to ba, indispensable to civili- 
zation, and the man who fights it is an enemy toa 
beneficent institution that is securing to him his 
right to liv as something more than & savage. 

The sober, industrious, and orderly portions of so- 

ciety must defend themselvs against those Anarch- 
ists who would heartlessly victimize them, and de- 
feat all their efforis in elevating their lives and im- 
proving their domestic and social condition. The 
Ten Commandments is one of the earlier prohibition 
codes enacted to help men out of savageism. 
. Our modern anti-Prohibitionists, unless they mis- 
represent themselvs, would favor and advocate the 
repeal of these prohibitory injunctions, and turn the 
savage element loose on society, ad libitum, to com- 
mit their depredations. For if there is no prohibi- 
tion, there can be no penalty. 

If these revilers of the present anti-saloon move- 
ment are not Anarchists in the most ultra and offen- 
siv sense, then they are Prohibitionists. They must 
believe in some kinds of prohibition. Perhaps they 
favor prohibitory statutes and penalties against 
murder, highway robbery, arson, and some other 
gross offenses against society. Yet all these eximes 
combined are not equal in their devastations on so- 
ciety, in their malign consequences, to those that 
flow directly and indirectly from the licensed saloon 
traffic in intoxicating beverages. No man with his 
eyes open, and with an honest purpose to see the 
facts, weigh their import, and count the cost of this 
accursed traffic, can fail to see the horrors and enor- 
mities that produce such wide-spread desolation. 

_ In the material world man as an animal confronts 

prohibition at every turn, in natural law, or the laws 
of nature. Fire, water, air, earth, gravitation, tem- 
perature, poison in solid and gases, in the excesses 
or abuses of which he reads and feels the penalty at- 
tached, is suffering and death. These are nature's 
fixed prohibitions for man gs an animal. 

In the moral or immaterial world of thought and 
feeling, to which man under culture has emerged, 
prohibitions are no less essential and indispensable, 
and his enlightened moral instincts prompt him to 
formulate them. 

For the sentence of death is the penalty for an- 
archy in the moral, as certainly as it is written in the 
material the fate of the transgressor. 


cated, disciplined, and cultivated adults of mature 
years. 

But wherever governments hav existed, or are 
likely to exist in the very near future, a large pro- 
portion of the governed must remain without that 
intelligence, docility, and high moral sense to always 
act with such wisdom as to never wrong one an- 
other. " 

Young children cannot know what is right or best, 
or what is wrong, and till their minds are developed 
by experience and example, their judgments are 
matured, they must be held in restraint by the au- 
thority and force of the will of the parent. 

A large proportion of the parents hav not the ca- 
pacity to instruct and disciplin children jadiciously. 
These grow up in ignorance and without opportunity 
of ever becoming qualified for self-government 
through moral restraint. 


cheat, and practice deception and injustice, can 
seldom be found to do right or to submit to any just 
regulations without prohibition, nor even with it, 
while suffering all the penalties attached to its viola- 
tion. 

Until all the population arrives to a point of moral 
excellence when everyone will possess absolute self- 
control over the passions and impulses, prohibition 
will bə a requisit part of government. Till all children 
can be taken in infancy from ignorant, incompetent, 
vicious parents, aud be kept away from their vulgar, 
coarse, and demoralizing influence, and not be cor- 
rupted by drunken habits, licentious lives, improvident 
or filthy practices, and are carefully trained and dis- 
ciplined in mind and morais for self-government, we 
will need prohibition. Our public school system 
professing fo provide education for all children, is 
the beginning of a policy that must be carried much 
further in elevating character before its benefit will 
supplant the need of prohibition. 

School laws are prohibition laws to protect so- 
ciety from the depredations of fools and the evils and 
crimes that result from ignorance. The petty vices 
and immoralities, the degradations and brutalities, of 
an ignorant population, are a constant menace, im- 
pediment, and drawback to civilization, which every 
enlightened, cultivated citizen believes in prohibiting 
as far as practicable, by enacting and enforcing a 
school Iaw and making education compulsory as far 
as public sentiment will sustain it. Education is a 
eivilizer. The educated villain is the exception, 
whose moral sense in childhood was ignored, over- 
looked, or neglected, for which he is not so much re- 
sponsible as his parents and teachers. 

All the Liberals who uphold the Nine Demands 
are prohibitionists. They all favor the necessary 
legislation, which is prohibition of the liberties and 
privileges religion is taking in invading the civil in- 
stitutions, the schools and educational provisions, 
the military systems, and opportunities open to it to 
propagate its dogmas and doctrins. 
tionists certainly cannot object to this, and are with 
the church in any attempt on the part of Prohibition- 
ists to curtail their liberties to do what the gospel 
and their conscience require of them as a religious 
duty. Of course no real, true, consistent Liberal 
could disapprove of this freedom of conscience. 

Certainly none of these anti-Prohibitionists, in our 
country where we recognize the right of majority 
rule—if the influence of the majority is in favor of 
having the Bible read in the public schools —onn ob- 
ject to it, nor can they consistently favor any prohib- 
itory law to prevent it. 

These opponents of Prohibition certainly would 
deprecate any efforts on the part of & minority to 
ask for a compulsory law to prohibit the exemption 
of churches from taxation. 

If the churches hav a majority of public sentiment 
in their favor, it would be a personal, selfish jeal- 
ousy on the part of any Liberal to want to restrict 
the church in its constitutional rights by any legal 
| prohibitory measures. 

Yes, but the anti-Prohibitionist says our Oonstitu- 
tion, which secures liberty of conscience to all, makes 
i Ires : no provision for these special privileges for religion, 

Men englaved by their prejudices, embittered by and all these encroachments of the church on the 
their revenges, bigoted in their hatreds, may dog- eivil, military, and educational rights of the people 
gedly deny and sneer at the well-established facts | are unconstitutional outrages of aggression on free- 
and statistics, the careful calculations, and logical | dom. i 
conclusions and estimates drawn therefrom. It is If they are, then what civil or legal power has 
the testimony of grand juries, of criminal courts, of | made them so but the prohibition in the Oonstitu- 
wardens of prisons and penitentiaries, of superin- | tion? Then prohibition makes them so; but you 
tendents of reformatories, houses of refuge, alms- are opposed to Prohibition, and to be consistent with 
houses, and charity organizations, that nearly all the | your own pretensions and professions of hostility to 
eriminals, pauperism, vagrancy, and destitution are| Prohibition you should institute a crusade in favor 
the product directly or indirectly of the drunkenness | of a repesl of all these constitutional prohibitions 
and waste that result from the public protection and | and carry out your principles like little men to their 
moral support given to this legalized rum traffic, | legitimate and logical results. 
forming a school of vice for the training of young} These Nine Demands are all asked to be secured 
men and boys in the habits of tippling and dissipa- | by laws, to prohibit religion and the church from 
tion. intrenching unduly on the rights and consciences of 

_ We hav yet to learn of any government, either | the anti-Prohibition Liberals. 
civil or ecclesiastical, which included among its sub- 


such a society could be maintained, composed of edn- 


Children who are taught to lie, and steal, and |. 


Anti-Prohibi- 


Prohibition does not 
prohibit. 

They know that no law can prevent or prohibit a 
member of Congress from praying in private or in 
the house if it is secret and silent prayer. All the 
sensible. Liberal wants or asks for is that he should 
not by law or rule be obliged to contribute his funds, 
his legal and moral support, by acting with a party, 
for religious practices and beliefs, that he opposes, 
because they are frauds and superstitions. 

In asking for this he convicts himself of being a 
full-fledged Prohibitionist, and at the same time he 
disparages and criticises his brother Prohibitionists 
for refusing to support a political party and a law 
that compels him to contribute his money and polit- 
ical influence to uphold the rum traffic, the source of 
more crime, pauperism, immorality, and lawlessness 
than all the other prohibitions combined in the Nine 
Demands could prevent if they were granted; and a 
thousand times more evils than they are producing, 
or can produce, if they are allowed to continue in 
defiance of his claims. : 
These anti-Prohibition Liberals are queer fellows ; 
they want their speculativ religious prohibitions 
established; but no prohibition of the causes of 
degradation, sensuality, pauperism, crime, and 
taxation. 

The Prohibitionists know that Prohibition will 
not prohibit the people from drinking any more than 
from praying. To do that is not their prospect or 
purpose. Nor is that the object in any sense of the 
Prohibition party. It is only to ask for a law that 
will exempt them from a compulsory support of the 
rum traffic, civilly, morally, and financially ; knowing 
as they do its enormity as a business, judged from 
its results. They know the moral sense and just 
indignation of the community would suppress it at 
once were it not protected as a foul and leprous pet 
of the laws, for bibulous politicians and their tip- 
pling and drunken henchmen and hangers-on, who 
giv their political support to the party or parties 
that giv them the rum. 

All statutes or legal enactments are to establish 
intelligent, orderly, uniform methods of transacting 
business among civilized men, and to prohibit abuses 
and wrongs being inflicted by the few, who through 
cunning, shrewdness, or strategy would outwit, op- 

ress, and trespass on the rights of, the ignorant, 
incompetent, or less unfortunste. Laws are but 
prohibitions to protect the weak from the aggres- 
sions of the strong. That the law does not always 
succeed in this, and bad men, Anarchists, and the 
unscrupulous from habit, through technicalities or 
perversions defy law, or misconstrue it to promote 
their own selfish gains, only shows a defect in the 
precision and rigidity of the law, and that it is not 
sufficiently prohibitory.  . 

As the principle and purpose of all law is prohib- 
itory, the man who opposes prohibition is opposed 
to the law, if he claims to hav any consistency in his 
faith ; and in spirit, principle, and purpose is an An- 
archist, in the most lawless and savage sense of that 
word. He may deny the allegation and try to prove 
it false by the testimony of his orderly, moral, and 
exemplary life. But he must not claim that his good 
life is the result of his principles, for that would be 
impossible. It is the effect of the workings of the 
principle of prohibition, enforced on him and around 
him by the society of those who believe in prohibi- 
tion and so protect him and his class from being vic- 
timized by falling a prey to their own Anarchistie 
principles. . 

If laws had been enacted by the British govern- 
ment prohibiting the slave trade and slavery in the 
American colonies, and if when the Constitution of 
the United States was adopted it had contained a 
prohibition of slavery in the states—admitting that 
it did not entirely prohibit it—it would hav placed 
the moral sense of the best people on the side of law 
and made slavery Anarchy ; it never could hav made 
the arrogant demands it did, nor could it hav had 
the power to rise in rebellion, that produced a waste 
of life and treasure exceeding anything known in the 
history of the race. This is an example of the besu- 
tiful fruits of anti-prohibition Anarchism, which the 
enemies of Prohibition can contemplate with such 
complacency. 

These enemies of Prohibition hav no claim on, and 
can claim no protection from, the law. If they are 
robbed of all their property, abused and maltreated, 
they certainly would be happy in their martyrdom 
in the hands of savages, in showing the world their 
eonseience, their faith, and their conscientious devo- 
tion to their humane principles. 

If the Anarchist is so disgusted and outraged at 
the evils of law and civilization— which we all own do 
exist, on account of the Anarchical principles and 
proclivities not yet eliminated from civilization—does 
he expect to improve his condition by abrogating all 
law, all prohibition and restraint, and returning to 
unqualified savagery ? 

If the Chicago martyrs were not prohibitionists, 
but were Anarchist in principle, even if they did not 
commit the overt act of using the dynamite, they 
should be happy and rejoice to hav the opportunity 


‘prohibit and should not 


They want these prohibitions when they know} of proving their sincerity and their undaunted and 


Keep him groveling in a state of social vassalage, 
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whole-souled devotion to the exalted and aublime | reatest scientis i i - 
principles that animated them. All anti-Probibi. fr V 
tionists, or Anarchists, must feel honored and immor- 
talized in the fate of their brother martyrs, just as 
one tribe of savages would when it falls a prey to 
the rapin and destruction of a stronger tribe. 

To die for a principle, however damnable, is no- 
ble, heroic, godlike, glorious, they believe. . 

Prohibition does not prohibit, is the ory of the 
. Anarchist, therefore it is a failure, a fraud, and an 
imposition on personal rights. 
There is probably not a statute on record that has 
not, in principle or purpose, in spirit or letter, some- 
times been violated by some one, therefore it did not 
prohibit, and on that account it is a failure and 
fraud. To be consistent, the Anarchist would hav 
all law abrogated. . ; 
~ While prohibition has done immensely to bring us 
up from savagery, there is much openly avowed and 
secret Anarchism and outlawry yet to overcome by 
enforcing all the necessary prohibitory laws and 
usages among the lawmakers and executors, and the 
nominally law-abiding, before prohibition has done 
its work. : 
The Anarchist opposes prohibition and hates it, 
because of the abuses and extremes to which relig- 
ion or the churches are trying to carry it in their 
own interest by prohibiting Sunday work and Sun- 
day amusements, and in suspending all public and 
private activity on their so-called holy day. The 
hearts of these pious zealots are right, yet their 
heads are wrong. But are sensible men to refuse to 
do what is necessary and right for their own welfare 
and that of society, because others abuse this right! 
Are we to refuse to do a thousand things that would 
be wholesome and for our own interests, because re- 
ligioua people do the same things, and, in their igno- 
rance and zeal for religion, sometimes abuse these 
same good things? To do so would be very silly. 
We all know that Prohibition will not make so- 
ciety perfect nor banish drunkenness, but it will 
withhold from the acsursed traffic in alcoholic bever- 
ages the sanction of the law and moral sense of the 
community, and be a public protest against the state 
or the nation deriving a ravenue of hundreds of 
millions of dollars by sanctioning and licensing a 
traffic in a poison which can do no other than injure, 
ruin, and destroy its victims. The millions who are 
living on this traffio produce nothing in return for 
the support they receive from hard-working, honest 
industry, but poverty, crime, lawlessness, and insan- 
ity; for the maintenance of which the industrious 
and frugal are taxed, and are sponsors for ail its 
abominations. 
It is difficult to reconcile the incongruities exist- 
ing between intelligent Liberalism and Anarchism, 
or ses how any Anarchist oan hav a proper sympathy 
and interest in the welfare of his fellow-beings. It 
must be that his bibulous habits hav paralyzed, 
stupefied, and debauched . his mental powers, and 
disqualified him for discerning good from evil ; or 
he must be a victim to spite, passion, and preju- 
dice, tiil, Samson-like in desperation he would 
sooner -pull down the pillars of society, involving 
his own destruction, than join in the philanthropic 
effort of removing the temptations from the young 
and weak, that they may hav an easier pathway fo 
a higher and purer civilization. 

Drinking and drunkenness hav done more to de- 
grade man physically, morally, and mentally, and to 


earth’s crust represents a human grave.” How does 
this rough estimate tally with Brother Walker's arith- 
metic? Swell up every handful of earth and rock 
into the size of a human body (or spirit), and how 
many million times larger than our planet would he 
compute the entire mass to form? His mathemat- 
ics, formidable though it appears, must certainly, 
therefore, be so only on paper. To start aright, is 
half the battle won. Now, I could giv him a loga- 
rithmical computation based upon the estimate of 
three children to every couple since the time of Adam 
and Eve, a computation made by one of our best 
mathematicians, showing that over six hundred thou- 
sand quintillion “souls” hav already seen the light 
of day, which, if piled on top of each other, would 
form a spiritual halo around this earth many million 
miles in diameter, taking this planet for its center. 
When we now consider that every planet in our sys- 
tem, and the sun itself, no doubt, will at some time 
evolve the same life and mind as our planet does at 
the present period of eternity, must the entire soul- 
product of our system after its evolutionary period 
has passed not come in close proximity to the envi- 
rons of our adjacent systems, vast though the dis- 
tances that intervene between them be? And must 
the souls of these neighboring systems—seeing that 
every world in space has sprung from the same par- 
ent stock, the cosmic energy pervading it, which 
must produce essentially the same life as our planet 
—not be radiated toward our system so that they 
eventually will meet? Is such meeting of souls 
‘from the various systems diffused through space not 
inevitable, seeing that perpetual additions are (be. 
lieved to be) being made! Will the same processes 
of soul-radiation not go on beyond our neighboring 
systems, each one throwing off its soul-product to 
the next, that to the next again, and so on to infinity * 
We see what a prodigious result can be attained in a 
few thousand years by one little planet alone, but 
even though it took as many millions, or even trill- 
ions, of years, what it takes thousands to actually 
accomplish—whatever this actual result within a 
stated period may be—what is any specified term to 
eternity? A mere bagatel! No more than an hour 
to us earthworms who gage everything by our lim- 
ited standards. In claiming immortality for their 
being, believers fail to form an adequate concept of 
eternity. Let them consider that we are now in only 
one of an infinit number of world-generations, and 
ean anyone doubt that the same mind-evolving proc- 
esses hav been going on during every one of the 
world-epochs that hav preceded those in existenca 
now, and that they will likewise continue during 
every one of the infinit cycles of generations to come? 
Then what need is there, in fact, of any soul compen- 


which the soul- products of the various systems must 
meet, is of no consequence to eternity ? 

Say that instead of Mr. Walker’s assumed period 
of two hundred thousand years a trillion years, or 
even as many ages, will be rcquired before the soul- 
products of the world will meet, precluding further 
soul- evolution, do you realize, ye believers in immor- 
tality, that we hav actually arrived at the end of this 
vast period of time now? Why? Because you or I 
hav not specified the commencement of this term! 
You admit the eternity of nature, no doubt, but this 
involves an admission that there was no beginning 
to mind-evolution, hence your own specified period 
during which a plethora of souls would result in space 
began a trillion years, or ages, ago, so that we hav 
now reached its termination! (Oheckmated, are 

ou?) 
: But if a trillion ages do not suffice, in your estima- 
| tion, to produce such a result, make it longer, extend 
it back into eternity, or ahead into eternity, as far as 
you please, the final result is the same, the soul- 
products of the infinit number of life-evolving worlds 
must meet at some time and then space is full, 
which means that Nature may as well “step down 
and out” for want of further room to stow away her 


a victim to the ills and oppressions of the sober and 
clear-headed, than all other causes combined. 

The drunkards’ families and their descendants can 
seldom rise from their inherited disadvantages, the 
constitutional imbecility, and incapacity to meet life’s 
struggles successfully, but are crowded out to form 
the lower caste or substratum of society. 

They are the weaklings that priests and politicians 
use to aid themselvs to place and power. They are 
the class to be used against Liberalism, which seeks 
to subvert priesteraft. So that the Liberal who op- 
poses Prohibition, indirectly supports the powers of 


the priesthood. T. E. Lonassonz. | souls in. Tou can’t dodge the issue, wriggle and 
Philadelphia, March, 1891. wiggle as you may. 

EFE: If, then, it is evident that soul-evolution implies 

Soul-Computation. the annihilation of nature, the fact that an eternity 


In Tae Trors Seexer of March 7th Mr. W. W. 
Walker essays to confute my proposition in a former 
issue that if immortality were true, a plethora of 
souls in space would be the inevitable result, pre- 
cluding future soul-evolution, which would be tanta- 
mount to asserting the finiteness of nature. He an- 
swers what he calis my “very remarkable state- 

ments by the still more remarkable assertion that 
the aggregate population of the earth up to date, ac- 
cording to his figures, is twenty trillions of souls, 
who, allowing a small fraction less than four square 
feet to each person (or soul), could all stand on the 
territory of the United States. This is the pith and 
substance of his figuring, and I need not therefore 
enter into its details. Now I ask, what reader of 
Brother Walkers soul-computation who has any 
knowledge of the history of this planet whatever was 
not impressed with the idea that his statement was a 
far more “remarkable” one than mine? One of the 


of her existence has not impaired her potentiality, of 
which postulate we perceive unquestioned proof all 
around us, demonstrates the fallacy of the doctrin of 
life everlasting. 

A sage was once asked: What is eternity?” to 
which he replied: “On an island in the Indian sea 
lies a diamond mountain, and every century a bird 
comes to rub its little bill thereon, and when the en- 
tire mountain has been worn off, a moment of eter- 
nity has passed.” I was reminded of this when I 
read Mr. Walker’s reassuring (!) remark that “ our 
believers in immortality—in view of the figures pre- 
sented by him—need entertain no serious apprehen- 
sion of being crowded for a while yet.” : 

“Fora while!" This is begging the question with 
a vengeance. It is assuming that we are in the 
commencement of soul-evolution, hence there is no 
danger that space will be filled with spirits “ yet for 


sation at all, seeing that a question of time within 


a while! That's our Agnostic friend's sublime con- | 


É ception of eternity, and a sample of his still sublimer 
ing that every handful of earth and rock of the! 


ogic. But seeing that he has resorted to assnmp- 


tion to strengthen his case, let us apply a little of the 
same plaster to our aide of the matter, to see which 
has the greatest sticking properties. 


And furthermore, does this very assertion that 


space will not be filled with souls yet for a while 
not contain a tacit admission that it will be thus 
filled after a while? 


We will assume, then, for argument’s sake, and 


also to expand his conceptions of eternity somewhat, 
that his figuring of the number of souls evolved on 
this planet so far, is correct ; nay, let us go farther 
than that and suppose that only one soul is evolved 
every year from each one of the infinit number of 
life-generating worlds in space, considering now that 
this process is perpetual and had no beginning, be- 
ing transferred from every dead or dying planet to 
its next successor, the startling fact confronts us 
that even at this slow rate of soul-evolution the 
whole universe would hav been filled with souls cen- 
tillions of ages ago, because a sufficient time had 
elapsed prior to this period to produce such a pleth- 
ora, the very lowest rate of increase continued dur- 
ing 15 entire infinit past inevitably producing. such 
a result. 


Therefore, what is any stated period to eternity ? 


Space would indeed hav been filled in the past an 
infinit number of times over and over again, if im- 
mortality were true, a paradox on the face of it, as it 
can be filled but once. 


Now pit your assumption against mine, Brother 


Walker, and your own candor shall decide which will 
“ stick.” 


Immortality then implying a plethora of souls, no 


matter how large the chunk you are minded to slice 
out of eternity to produce it in, and such plethora 
involving natures annihilation, we hav no alternativ 
but either to rejeot the dicta of science of nature's 
eternity, or to renounce the doctrin of life everlast- 
ing. One or the other must go. 
tween them is not conceivable. 


Conciliation be- 


An immmortality that is circumscribed by a few 


limited periods of a finite planet, or the duration of 


which is computable, is a misnomer in its very ap- 
pellation. 

It may be answered to all this that spirits are not 
to be gaged by our physical bodies, to which I will 
reply that the most advanced school of spirit philos- 
ophy holds that they are subject to the same iaw of 
dimension as when in the flesh, retaining the same 
proportions and size. Spirit “essence” is indeed 


considered to be the finer element of the individual, 


reserving the integrity of his physical and mental 


idiosyncrasies, as constituting his or her distin- 
guishing features, inviolate. Without such preserva- 


tion of characteristics and form, recognition in the 
* gpirit-land ” would indeed be impossible. Neither 
could one spirit merge or blend into another, as this 
would destroy the identity of both. Hence it is be- 
lieved that they occupy the same amount of space as 
when in their fleshly “tabernacle,” and as this space 
must be somewhere within the universe, it matters 
not how remote they may be, or how far they may 
sojourn from their parent planets, the occupancy of 
the interstellar spaces separating the life-evolving 
worlds, seeing nature has eternity to accomplish it 
in, is only a question of time. Therefore what folly 
to resort to mathematics to confute this self-evident, 
fact ! at 

Does Brother Walker still wonder that I cannot 
believe in immortality ? H. WETTSTEIN. 

Marengo, Il. 


— — . —— 
The Liberal Association of Texas. 


The annual meeting of the Liberal Association of 
Texas will be held in San Antonio, April 10th-12th, 
1891, to which all Liberais are respectfully invited. 

The objects of the Association are: i 

1. To encourage the study of man in all his 
relations. 

2. To seek to realize the truth in life. 

3. To aid in those movements that tend most to 
the improvement of the individual and of society, , 
and to the unity and freedom of mankind. 

4. To facilitate the association of those who hav 
at heart and hold dear that absolute freedom of 
thought and expression which is, the natural right of 
every rational being. » 

5. To inaugurate a system of positiv, tolerant 
thought, ethical culture, and practical benevolence, 
in which all Liberal-minded people can unite and 
work in harmony, for the moral elevation, intellectual 
improvement, social well-being, and consequent hap- 
piness of the human race. 

No confession of faith in any religion; no adher- 
ence to any special system of philosophy; no alliance 
with any particular political party, will be demanded 
of those who desire to participate in the meeting ; 
the simple indorsement of its objects, and a willing- 
ness to work for their accomplishment, being the 
only requirement. 

J. D. Saw, ‘ 
Joun L. Jaczson, » Executiv Committee. 
T. V. Monson. 
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Will Want to Read Heston’s Shoutin’ Joe. 


From the Denison, Ter, Sunday Gazetteer. 

The Truth Seeker Publishing Company, of New York, 
hav placed on our table a copy of their useful ANNUAL for 
1891. In addition to the usual calendar pages for each 
month and valuable condensed historical information accom- 
panying, it contains about a hundred pages of refreshing 
original reading matter. The first article isa brief review 
of Freethought progress in the country during 1890; then 
follows the story of the year abroad. Some Alaskan 
Myths," by Ida C. Craddock, is an instructiv article in a field 
few hav investigated. Thaddeus B. Wakeman has contrib- 
uted a chapter on **Bpooks." The next article tells where 
the Roman Catholics Got a Litany.” ‘‘ Side Lights on South 
Sea Missions,” illustrated, by Ada Campbell, furnishes infor- 
mation not to be found in the foreign mission reports. Mr. 
A. B. Bradford contributes a thoughtful article entitled, 
“ Disadvantages of Specialism in the Advocacy of Reform.” 
** Shoutin’ Joe” is a story by Watson Heston, with illustra- 
tions by himself. Those who are familiar with the produc- 
tions of Mr. Heston’s pencil will want to read this story. 
The Annuar will be mailed by the publishers for twenty-five 


cents. 
— . — 


The Battle With Indecency. 


Some of the good ladies of Philadelphia—Mr. 
Wanamaker's own village—hav made themselvs 
prominent lately by protesting against the exhibi- 
tion of paintings of nude female forms in an art 
gallery. They claim such exhibition to be offensiv 
to modesty and tending to subvert respect for de- 
cency and morality. They therefore asked the man- 
agers of the gallery to remove them. 

The Reverend Samuel Small, who was in Mr. Wan- 
amaker's village at the time, told a congregation of 
these objectors how Georgia deals with people who 
try to subvert respect for decency and morality. 
Under Georgie’s laws, said Mr. Small, the publisher 
who sends immoral prints or papers into the state, 
though he reside in New York, for example, is held 
to hav violated the laws of Georgia. Some time 
ago a number of copies of the Police Gazette were 
sent there for-sale. Thereupon the governor of the 
state made a requisition upon the governor of New 
York for the publisher of the Police Gazette. On 
being tried in Atlanta, he was sentenced to a fine 
and to four months in the chain gang on the streets. 
The latter part of the penalty was waived, he giving 
his solemn pledge that no copies of the paper should 
ever again be sent to the state. “Ifa man,” added 
Mr. Small, “should paste upon the walls of Atlanta 
such pictures as are seen on all the walls in Phila- 
delphia, representing 


half-nude women, he would 
spend the following night in jail.” l 


Now we cannot suppose that Mr. Wanamaker 
can of his own responsibility arrest, try, and im- 
prison people for mailing publications offensiv to 
modesty, but according to his last report the law 
clothes him with power to decide what books are or 
are not of the character alluded to, and he is also 
compelled (so he says) to act when applied to in 
such cases. And now that his fellow-villains of his 
own village hay begun a crusade against indecent 
things, we really hope that he will cooperate with 
them to the extent at least of deciding upon the 


mailable qualities of a work sent him from this cffice 
some six weeks ago. The title of the book was as 
follows: 


TER" 

HOLY BIBLE, 

OONTAINING THE 
OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS: 
TRANSLATED OUT OF 
THE ORIGINAL TONGUES; 
AND WITH zi 
Toe Former TRANSLATIONS DILIGENTLY COMPARED AND 
Rauviszp. 


NEW YORK: 
AMERIOAN BIBLE SOOIETY, 
INSTITUTED IN THE YEAR MDOOOIYDh 
1890. 

Up to the present time we hav heard nothing from 
the post-office department in relation thereto, not 
even an acknowledgment of the receipt of the book. 
But now that the postmaster-general finds himself 
backed up by the good women of his burg in ob 
jecting to things calculated to subvert respect for 
decency, it is hoped he will hav sufficient courage to 
consider the work sent him. We are extremely 
anxious for an official ruling in the matter to guide 
us in our publishing department. 

Let him emulate in his own sphere the patriotic 
and moral conduct of the city council of Mankato, 
Minn., which has decided to keep the bill-boards in 
that city free from obscene pictures, particular ob- 
jection being made to lithographs of amazons in 
tights and ballet-dancers in short dresses. Our 
postmaster-general can at least do for the mail-bags 
what the Mankato council has done for the bill-boards 
of that town—that is, if he finds the book sent him 
to be offensiv to modesty. There is no computing 
the damage possible to mail-bags and bill-boards by 
being compelled to bear salacious matter. Nat 


justitia, ruat celum. 


— o QM ÁÁÀ 


Lost Ground. 


If anyone thinks the Liberals of the country hav 
no work before them to preserve their independence 
and obtain justice, let him ponder on the news of 


just one week, as it bears on the matter. 


In last weeks Trura Szzxee Mr. C. B. Reynolds 


reported the work done in its state by the Washing. 
ton Secular Union. Our readers were made glad by 
the following information : 


“ Thanks to the indomitable energy of our treasurer, Geo. 


M. Boman, and the efforts of the Washington Secular 
Union, the revenue bill passed by the last legislature de- 
crees that all church property, private school, and hospital 
property shall be taxed at full valuation.” 


There was, however, a string to this, of this color: 
“í I received a letter from a member of the house commit. 


tee on the revenue bill, himself an earnest Liberal, inform. 
ing me that the emergency clause was not attached to the 
bill because it was understood the churches should hav one 
year of grace to pay their taxes, so they could not complain 
that it was a burden suddenly sprung upon them.” 


That was a strong string, and the church people 


showed mighty good—or bad—sense in attaching it 
to the taxation law. The ink was barely dry on Mr. 
Reynolds’s report before he wrote us as follows: 


The legislature of our state, the most vile, infamous, and 


rotten and corrupt that has ever misrepresented any people, 
has, during the last days of its sessions, repealed the law 
taxing church property. Conscious of their iniquity, they, 
Christian-like, seek to bribe God by robbing honest people 
and making an offering of the plunder to his church.” 


So it seems that the work of Mr. Boman has gone 
for nothing, and that through the complacency and 
good nature of a member of the house commit- 
tee on the revenue bill the churches hav never paid 
a dollar of the public burdens, and will not hav to 
do so until the law is reénacted. 

On this subject Mr. Reynolds closed his congrat- 
ulatory report in these words: We need to heed 
the admonition of Washington—' Eternal vigilance 
is the price of liberty.’” It appears that some one 
has slipped up in his vigilance—probably some 
“earnest Liberal" of a legislator who is also a poli- 
tician. 

In New York state the assembly is going further 
than ever in the direction of exemption. “ Jimmy” 
Husted, “the Bald Eagle of Westchester,” has intro- 
duced a bill exempting from taxation all the property 
of the Young Men's Ohristian Associations in the 
state. This is a bare-faced steal, because the build- 
ings of these associations are generally built in bus- 
iness streets, with stores and offices to let, from 
which are derived large revenues. The Young Men's 
Christian Association headquarters in this city brings 


to its owners many thousands of dollars annually in 
rentals. Even Trinity church corporation, with all 
its wealth and power, never dared to ask for exemp- 
tion for its business buildings as the conspirators in 
the Young Men's Christian Association hav done. 

We hav done what we could to head off this rage 
for exempting the property of piety, but it will avail 
little if & wide and- deep publie sentiment is not 
aroused. Two weeks ago we printed a list of the 
Assemblymen at Albany. Let every reader of Tax 
Trora. Szrxer in the state write to his Assembly- 
man, at Albany, protesting against these measures. 

From Pennsylvania also comes bad news. The 
house committee to which was referred Represent- 
ativ Fow's bill modifying the Blue law statutes of 
1797 has reported the bill unfavorably, and the 
reform movement is probably dead. Pennsylvanians 
are still to be ruled by the notions of people who hav 
been dead nearly a hundred years. 

This result has been achieved largely by the efforts 
of the Rev. Wilbur F. Orafts, who has spent forty 
days in “Sabbath Reform work in the. western part 
of the state, holding meetings to protest against the 
modification of the law, and against Sunday opening 
of the World’s Fair. He has also “raised about 
$2,500 at these meetings, a large part of which is de- 
voted to Sabbath literature to follow up these. meet- 
ings.” 

Auother step backward in Pennsylvania is TT in- 
troduetion of prayer at the opening of the term of 
the state supreme court in Philadelphia. The prayer 
was long, strictly orthodox, and the union of church 
and state, so far as that court can make it, is com- 
plete. A religious journal, in commenting favorably 
upon this mesalliance, givs the result of sn inquiry 
made as to this practice in other states. It finds 
that in Massachusetts each sitting of the supreme 
and superior courts of the state, and also each term 
of the United States courts, is opened with prayer, 
some clergyman being invited for the purpose. 
The same custom prevails in Maine, Vermont, and 
New Hampshire, except that in the former state 
“the chaplain of the court” is a sort of recognized 
officer, and entitled to sit upon the bench with the 
judges. In Rhode Island, the district court, but 
no other, is opened with prayer at the beginning 
of the term. In Connecticut, the terms of the su- 
preme court of errore, and the criminal terms of 
the superior court, are opened on the first day of 
the session with prayer. And this is in a country 
in which church and state are supposed to be sep- 
arate ! 

Ohio has fallen into line in a tuppenny-ha’penny : 
sort of way and exempted charitable societies and 
religious associations from the payment of license 
fees when they giv exhibitions. Tennessee has given 
the grand juries “inquisitorial power in cases of 
disturbance of public worship,” and on top of that 
has passed a law that freight trains shall not be run 
in the state on Sundays. 

In this jungle of religious fanaticism, where the 
wild beasts of tyranny and bigotry sneak trium- 
phant, the only clear spot is the refusal of the Oali- 
fornia legislature to pass a Sunday law. But if the 
people of that state do not unceasingly exercise 
that eternal vigilance so eloquently recommended by 
Mr. Reynolds—but which some one in his state 
failed to practice—they will hav a Sunday law tying 
them hard and fast before they realize what has 


struck them. 
— — «$94. — ——— 


A Minister Refuted. 


A Western friend sends us this clipping, with a 
request for refutation through Taz Taura SEEKER: 


* Last Sunday evening Rev. A. B. Brown, pastor of the 
Presbyterian church in Sehome, Wash., preached a sermon 
very appropriate to the occasion. It was in reference to the 
Christian in public school life and the need of recognizing 
the teachings of the Bible in all public affairs. He quoted 
Andrew Jackson’s famous words uttered in his last illness 
when questioned concerning the welfare of our country: 
‘That book, sir,’ pointing to the Bible, ‘is the rock. on 
which our republic rests.’ Also Daniel Webster’s words, 
‘If we abide by the principles of the Bible our country wil] 
go on prospering and to prosper; butif we and our posterity 
neglect its instructions and its authority, no man can tell 
how a hidden catastrophe will overthrow us and bury all 
our glory in profound oblivion.’ 

** At the close of the discourse Mr. Brown referred to Lin- 
coln’s firm decision when he said to his cabinet after the bat- 
tle of Antietam, ‘I hav made on my knees a solemn vow 
before God, that if the enemy were driven back I would 
crown the result with the proposed declaration of freedom,’ 
and then drawing forth a pocket New Testament said, ‘I 
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am right, for I know that liberty is right for Christ teaches 
it, and Christ is God. I hav told them that a house divided 
against itself cannot stand. The future would be something 
awful and dark if it were not for this rock on which Istand.’” 


This is with preachers a favorit method of “ refut- 
ing Infidelity,” and these particular references to 
Jackson, Webster, and Lincoln hav been made prob- 
ably from every two-for-a cent pulpit in the country. 
' Some years ago Mr. Talmage, a Brooklyn person of 
Some notoriety, rolled them out in his best gymnas- 

tic style when ho was “ answering” Colonel Ingersoll, 
and that gentleman devoted a few words to their 
consideration in his “Interviews on Talmage.” We 
cannot do better than quote him: 


* I find that he [Mr. Talmage] has the disease that seems 
to afflict most theologians, and that is, a kind of intellectual 
toadyism, that uses the names of supposed great men instead 
of arguments. It is perfectly astonishing to the average 
preacher that anyone should hav the temerity to differ, on 
the subject of theology, from Andrew Jackson, Daniel W eb- 
ster, and other gentlemen not eminent for piety during their 
lives, but who, as a rule, expressed their theological opin. 
ions a few minutes before dissolution. These ministers are 
perfectly delighted to hear some great politician, some 
judge, soldier, or president certify to the truth of the Bible 
and to the moral character of Jesus Christ. 

Mr. Talmage insists that if a witness is false in one par- 
ticular, his entire testimony must be thrown away. Danie] 
Webster was in favor of the fugitiv slave law, and thought 
it the duty of the North to capture the poor slave- mother. 
He was willing to stand between a human being and his 
freedom. He was willing to assist in compelling persons to 
work without any pay except such marks of the lash as they 
might receive. Yet this man is brought forward as a witness 
for the truth of the gospel. If he was false in his testimony 
as to liberty, what is his affidavit worth as to the value of 
Christianity? Andrew Jackson was brave man, a good 
general, a patriot second to none, an excellent judge of 
horses, and a brave duelist. I admit that in his old age he 
relied considerably upon the atonement. I think Jackson 
was really a very great man, and probably no president 
impressed himself more deeply upon the American people 
than the hero of New Orleans, but as a theologian he was, 
in my judgment, a most decided failure, and his opinion ag 
to the authenticity of the scriptures is of no earthly value. 
It was a subject upon which he knew probably as little as 
Mr. Talmage does about modern Infidelity. Thousands of 
people will quote Jackson in favor of religion, about which 
he knew nothing, and yet hav no confidence in his political 
Opinions, although he devoted the best part of his life to 
politics.” 


In regard to the alleged conversation with Lin- 
coln, it is purely apocryphal. As referred to by Mr, 
Brown it is all awry, and he had evidently forgotten 
just what the original lie was. We will teil him. 
The basis of the story is found in Holland’s Life of 
Lincoln But Antietam and the Emaucipstion Proc- 


lamation do not figure in it at all. A man by the 


name of Newton Bateman is responsible for the yarn, 
and the confession of Lincoln is said to hav been 
made during the presidential campaign of 1860, 
Lincoln was then at Springfield, Ill. Mr. Bateman 
was superintendent: of public instruction at the 
time and a zealous Ohristian. He was frequently in 
: Mr. Lincoln’s room at the state house, and on one of 
these visits they were canvassing the probabilities of 
the election, to take place within & few days. Mr. 
Lincoln had a book in which the intentions as to 
voting of nearly all the people were recorded. It 
was found that nearly every clergyman and elder 
and prominent churchman was against Mr. Lincoln 
because of his views on religion. After carefully 
consulting the volume, Mr. Bateman alleges that Mr. 
Lincoln said: 


„Here are twenty-three ministers, of different denomina- 
tions, and all of them are against me but three; and here are 
a great many prominent members of the churches, a very 
large majority of whom are against me. Mr. Bateman, I 
am not a Christian—God knows I would be one—but I hav 
carefully read the Bible, and 1 do not so understand this 
book;' and he drew from his bosom a pocket New Testa- 
ment. ‘These men well know,’ he continued, ‘that I am 
for freedom in the territories, freedom everywhere as far as 
the Constitution and laws will permit, and that my oppo- 
nents are for slavery. They know this, and yet, with this 
book in their hands, in the light of which human bondage 
cannot liv a moment, they are going to vote against me. I 
do not understand it at all? Here Mr. Lincoln paused— 
paused for long minutes—his features surcharged with emo. 
tion. Then he rose and walked up and down. the room in 
the effort to retain or regain his self-possession. Stopping 
at last, he said, with a trembling voice and his cheeks wet 
with tears: ‘I know there is a God, and that he hates in- 
justice and slavery. I see the storm coming, and I know 
that his hand is in it. If he has a place for me—and I think 
he has—I believe I am ready. I am nothing, but truth is 
everything. I know lam right, for Christ teaches it, and 
Christ is God. 5 

“As the two men were about to separate, Mr. Bateman 
remarked: ‘I hav not supposed that you were accustomed 


to think so much upon this class of subjects. Certainly 
your friends generally ate ignorant of the sentiments you hav 
expressed to me. He replied quickly: ‘I know they are. 
Iam obliged to appear different to them; but I think more 
upon these subjects than upon all others, and I hav done so 
for years; and I am willing that you should know it’ (Life 
of Lincoln, pp. 236-239).". 


This disposes of Antietam and the cabinet scene, 
for the lies do not ecórdinate. The remark, “I hav 
told them that a house divided against itself cannot 
stand,” was used as a key-note of his campaign, and 
supplemented by this: “This government cannot 
endure permanently haif slave and half free.” But 
there is no authority for the sentence about the fut- 
ure being “awful and dark” were it not for the 
“rock on which I stand." That is pulpit cant added 
by some unknown liar. 

Now as to the statement of Mr. Newton Bateman. 
Nearly two years ago we published from the indus- 
trious and accurate pen of John E. Remsburg a full 
consideration of the question, Was Abraham Lin- 
eoln a Ohristian? In it Mr. Remsburg brought out 
all the evidence he had been able to find in a ten 
years’ search on both sides. Of this interview be- 
tween Mr. Lincoln and Mr. Bateman he said: 


„The publication of this story produced a profound sensa- 
tion among the personal friends of the dead president. It 
revealed to them the unpleasant fact, assuming Holland’s ac- 
count to be correct, either that Newton Bateman, who had 
hitherto borne the reputation of being a man of veracity, was 
an unscrupulous liar, or that Abraham Lincoln, whose repu. 
tation for honesty and candor, long anterior to 1860, had be- 
come proverbial, was 4 consummate hypocrit; and loath as 
they were to believe the former, they rejected with disdain 
the latter. 

** Referring to this story, Lamon, in his ‘ Life of Lincoln,’ 
says: 

t t There is no dealing with Mr. Bateman except by a flat 
contradiction. Perhaps his memory was treacherous or his 
imagination led him astray, or, peradventure, he thought a 
fraud no harm if it gratified the strong desire of the public 
i Pm of Mr. Lincoln's orthodoxy’ (Life of Lincoln, p. 


** While Bateman undoubtedly misrepresented Lincoln in 
his account of their conversation—for it is not denied that 
he had an interview with Lincoln—it is quite probable that 
he did not to the extent represented by Holland. Bateman 
doubtless exaggerated the affair, and Holland magnified 
Bateman’s report of it. In an article originally published in 
the Index and subsequently quoted by Lamon, Lincoln's law 
partner, Mr. Herndon, says: 

“<I doubt whether Mr. Bateman said in full what is 
recorded there. I doubt a great deal of it. I know the 
whole story is untrue—untrue in substance, untrue in fact 
and spirit. As soon as the [Holland’s] ** Life of Lincoln " was 
out, on reading that part here referred to, I instantly sought 
Mr. Bateman and found him in his office. I spoke to him 
politely and kindly, and he spoke to me in the same manner. 
I said substantially to him that. Mr. Holland, in order to 
make Mr. Lincoln a technical Christian, made him a hypo- 
crit; and 80 his Life of Lincoln” quite plainly says. I 
loved Mr. Lincoln, and was mortified, if not angry, to see 
him made a hypocrit. I cannot now detail what Mr. Bate- 
man said, as it was a private conversation, and I am forbid- 
den to make use of it in public. If some good gentleman 
can Only get the seal of secresy removed I can show what 
was said and done. 
granted that Holland is wrong—that he does not state Mr. 
Lincoln's views correctly ' (Lamon's Life of Lincoln, p. 496). 

“In a lecture on ‘ Lincoln’s Religion,’ delivered in 
Springfield in 1874, alluding to the same subject, Mr. Hern- 
don says: 

„% My notes of our conversation bear date December 8, 12, 
and 28, 1865. Our conversations were private, I suppose. 
However, I can say this much; that Mr. Bateman expressly 
told me Mr. Lincoln was, in the conversation related in Hol- 
land, talking politics and not religion, nor Christianity, nor 
morals, assuch. I hav persistently dogged Mr. Bateman for 
the privilege of publishing my notes, or to giv mea letter 
explaining what Mr. Lincoln did say, so that I might make 
known the facts of the case. Mr. Bateman has as stoutly 
refused.’ . 

“ Dr. Bateman finally permitted Mr. Herndon to make 
public a letter, marked ‘confidential,’ which he had written 
Mr. Herndon in 1867. In this letter Bateman says: 

** He [Lincoln] was applying the principles of moral and 
relígious truth to the duties of the hour, the condition of the 
country, and the conduct of public men—ministers of the 
gospel. I had no thought of orthodoxy or heterodoxy, 
Unitarianism, Trinitarianism, or any other ism, during the 
whole conversation, and I don't suppose or believe he had.’ 

„Had Lincoln made the confession he is reported to hav 
made, this would hav suggested to Mr. Bateman the idea of 
his admitted orthodoxy as well as his reputed heterodoxy. 
Had Lincoln declared that ‘Christ is God,’ this would hav 
suggested to him the idea of Trinitarianism. It will be 
seen, even from this letter, that instead of talking theology 
and professing a belief in Christianity, he was talking poli- 
tics and denouncing the intolerance and bigotry of Christian 
ministers. 

** Dr. Bateman privately asserts that he was not correctly 
reported, that Holland’s version of the interview is col- 
ored.’ It is to be regretted that he had not the courage to 
state this fact to the public, and his plea, ‘ My aversion to 
publicity in such matters is intense,’ is a poor apology for 
refusing to do so.” 


Mr. Remsburg goss on at length and conclusivly 


shows the internal improbabilities of the story, and 


their friend, Judge Moran. 


Ou my word, the world may take it for 


the internal and external probabilities that Mr. 
Bateman lied (exaggerated, he calls it) considera- 

bly, and that Holland then added the wealth of his 

literary genius to the tale. 
capable of doing this is evidenced by the remark 
he made to one of Lincoln’s Springfield friends 
whom he was interviewing for materials for his 
Life. 
land was endeavoring to ascertain, the martyr- 
president’s friend suggested “that the less ssid the 


That Mr. Holland was 


On. Lincoln’s religious views, which Mr. Hol- 


better,” meaning that Lincoln had none, or rather 
that he was opposed to Christianity. Holland was 
equal to the emergency, and promptly replied, 
„Oh, never mind, I'll fix that!” “And he did,” 
adds Mr. Remsburg. With dramatic embeliish- 
ment he presented to the delight of the orthodox 
world the now famous, or rather infamous, Bate- 
man intervigw.” 


In Cook County, Illinois. 

Three years ago E. A. Stevens, as secretary of th 
American Secular Union, succeeded in restraining the 
board of county commissioners of Cook county, Ill, 
in which district Chicago is located, from paying 
money to the Chicago Industrial School for Girls. 
His suit was based on the law forbidding sppropria- 
tions of public funds to sectarian institutions. The 
place is managed by “sisters,” and its board of cffi- 
cers has always been exclusivly Roman Catholic, 
though the school was organized under state lawe. 
The supreme court held that as the school was in 
the House of the Good Shepherd and its moneys 
went in with the moneys of that institution it was 
conducted on a sectarian basis. 

The amount of money saved Cook county by the 
Union secretary’s suit has been over thirty thousand 
dollars. The managers of the school hav applied to 
every board of commissioners since, but the order 
of the court was a rock in their way. To overcome 
the objection they built a new house for the school 
and recently made a new application for. five hun- 
dred and fifty dollars per month. Thepresident of the ` 
county board appointed a special commission to find 
out if the institution was sectarian, and on this com- 
mission were two Liberals, Mr. Stauber and General 
Lieb. The commission found the school to be secta- 
rian, and now the Oatholic managers propose to take 
the case to the court of appeale, in which still sits 
It will be a hard fight, 
but the evidence is on the right side. 

Mr. Stevens began another suit against another 
Catholic institution, at Feehanville, but it was allowed 
to drop when he resigned the secretaryship of the 
Union. Illinois laws against sectarian sppropriations 
are quite sharp, and had this second suit been pushed 
it is probable the Secular Union would hav won an- 
other victory by simply enforcing the laws. 

It is time the Union sgain took hold of practical 
work. It can doa good deal if it goes about it in 
the right way. 


Editorial Notes. 

Ax the annual meeting of the Washington Secular Union 
the secretary was instructed to prepare a pamphlet on Sun- 
day laws and Sabbath observance. In the words of the peo- 
ple, what is the matter with John E. Remsburg's Sabbath 
Breaking?" It will be a long while before a work more 
closely crowded with facts, opinions, and arguments than 
that is prepared by anybody. It covers the ground faithfully 
and fully. 


Prorrssor W. R. HARPER, of Boston, appears to hav been 
Studying mythology. Recently he lectured to the Young 
Men's Christian Association of that place and he incidentally 
remarked that the story of the Garden of Eden was fouud in 
the traditions of several other ancient peoples besides the 
Jews. And in every story, he said, there is a woman in the 
cage and also a confounded fool of a man only too willing to 
be tempted and then mean enough to lay it all to the 
woman. 


WILLIAM H. Hernpon died of the grip Tuesday, March 
17th, at his home, near Springfield, IIl., aged seventy-two. 
He was for many years the law-partner of Abraham Lincoln, 
and it was not until the latter was elected president that their 
business relations were revered. He leaves five children. 
A son, Willie, aged twenty-one, died of pneumonia only 
a few hours before the father passed away. Mr. Herndon 
was a contributor to Taz TaurH Szexer, writing upon Lin- 
coln’s religious views, and about a year ago he published in 
two volumes a Life of his former partner, whom he rever- 
enced deeply, and whose good name he always defended 
against the fanatical churchmen who endeavored to make 
the world believe that Lincoln was a Christian. His and 
Lamon’s Life of the same great man, and John E. Rems- 


burg's Was Abraham Lincoln a Christian?“ which will be 


published in book form when arranged, completely destroy 
the claim of the church to Lincoln. For his labors in this 
matter Mr. Herndon deserves the thanks of all Liberals. 
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Zetters from friends. 


Lesti, Miom., Feb. 25, 1891. 
Mr. EDrrok: I hav no doubt that our secretary is a fine 
little lady, but I think she should not be ashamed to be 
called an Infidel. For my part, I am proud to be styled an 
Infidel, and I inform everyone that I am proud of it. Was 
Thomas Paine afraid to be spoken of as an Infidel? Was 
D. M. Bennett ashamed? Is our Ingersoll ashamed? . No, 
no, not much. The church tries to make us ashamed of 
the name of Infidel. Let me say to you, sister secretary, 
when I first came out and said I was not ashamed to be 
called Infidel I got severely snubbed by the church and by 
some of my best friends, as I supposed they were. That 
was six or seven years ago, but I hav stood as firm asa rock. 
They all know what I believe, and what I think of the 
churches. And now they really condescend to call on the 
Infidel; they now say, I wish everyone was as good as 

Mrs. Haynes.” They are coming around all right. 
SARAH D. HAYNES. 


New Haven, Conn., March 11, 291. 

Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed find stamps for the TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNU AL for 291. . 

I would like to giv a slight account of my religious ex- 
perience in my youth. I am now past eighty years of age. 
At about the age of ten years I attended a Methodist meet- 
ing. The preacher did his best to paint the tortures of a 
hell of fire and brimstone, to which the souls of all unbe. 
lievers must go after death, to remain there eternally. Every 
fiber of my boyish nature revolted at the cruelty and injus- 
tice of such a God. I felt a bitter antagonism, not to say 
hatred, toward such a being. Since that time I hav been 
called an Infidel. 
philosophy, and reason for a God and man’s immortal soul, 
but failed to find either. God is said to possess omnipotence 
and omniscience, qualities which, to me, seem antagonistic. 
If he knows man’s fina] destiny, can his omnipotence de- 
stroy that knowledge? If it can, he is not omniscient; if 
it cannot, he is not omnipotent. Has he mortal faculties? 
Reason implies limited knowledge. Love, anger, hatred, 
misery, vengeance, imply imperfection and change. Search- 
ing for God is like putting clear water in a vessel and setting 
it on the stove until it is evaporated and nothing is left— 
that is God. Life to me has not been an unpleasant journey. 
J hav not been troubled with fear of Gods, demigods, devils, 
ghosts, fairies, witches, warlocks, or kelpies. Although not 
aggressiv, I hav never hesitated to express freely my radical 
unbelief. Much of my enjoyment along the journey of life 
I attribute to freedom from fear of the supernatural. 

I will only add, you are doing a grand work. THE TRUTH 
Szexer is the champion of the world for Freethought and 
sound sense. And Heston is more than a brick; heisa 
tower of strength and beauty. Long liv Tax TRUTH SEEKER 
and its contributors. I. K. PASTELLO. 


Coarne, ALA., Feb. 28, 1891. 
Me. Eprron: In a late Teura Szzxzx in an article on Spir- 
itology from Mr. Willis, he says some may become clairvoy- 
ants and see what others cannot, and others clairaudients, 
and hear what others cannot. Now, his article has learned 
meaheap. Iwentout a few days before to feed my hogs 
and the wind was pretty high. I commenced calling them, 
and I could hear them coming. Now I know it was just 
those spirits, for no hogs came. I also went for my cows 
andIcould hear the bell in every hollow, but when I got 
there it was somewhere else. Now, it was the spirit of the 
bell fooling me. Will Mr. Willis explain how a red light is 
not red to some, and the same of green and white? Will he 
explain how the Christian sees his savior hanging on the 
cross and hears that small still voice speaking peace? Now, 
according to his logic these are verities, as much as his here- 
after. Has he never done enough of thinking to know it is 
constant association and the same environments that makes 
life what it is? Does he not know that he sees his dead 
friends just a3 he last saw them? Twenty years ago I was 
Beparated from a friend that was very congenial to me then, 
and that feeling continued until a few months ago, when 
that friend visited me and we did not hav a thought in com- 
mon; I loathed his thoughts. So of the spirits. My father 
and mother died in their decrepitude. If death does not 
change a person any more than going from one room to 
another, will they be that way to me and at the same time 
young to their parents, over in the other world, or limbo, or 
whatever it is? If those spirits would just make some use- 
ful communications, it might do; but they do not. They 
could help Walter E. Reid if they would, but they do not. 
So they are of no use, and all Christians and Spiritualists 
are monomaniacs without doubt. 
Your letters to Holy John are splendid. Keep them up. 
H. J. Warb. 


Riopmonp, .Va., March 13, 1891. 

Mx. Eprrog: We had our first Liberal lecture here last 
Wednesday, the 11th, by J. E. Remsburg, the champion of 
the great apostle of liberty, Thomas Paine. He had a few 
hearers, not over seventy-five: I will not speak of the able 
.manner in which Mr. Remsburg handled his subject. Iam 
not able to do him justice. But I will say & word of the 
manner in which the people took it, as viewed from three 
points, namely, Freethought, orthodoxy, and revenue. The 
morning paper startled the city by its head.lines thus: The 
Infidel Defended.” As my name was down as taking a 
prominent part, my friends, both orthodox and Freethought, 
hav been calling on me ever since, most to condemn, a few 
to congratulate. Many of them had had hopes of my one 
day joining the church and forsaking the paths of vice for 
the narrow road to glory, but now they say I am lost, for. 


Later I searched diligently in science, 


ever gone, for being instrumental in having such a cursed 
lecture in our holy city. A few congratulate me and re- 
turn thanks. But one of the strangest things of all is that 
so many Freethinkers were sick the night of the lecture, and 
they all were attacked with nearly the same disease, and, 
more strange, they were all well by the next morning. Not 
one who holds office or is in any way prominent and has Lib- 
eral views was at the lecture. 

Some hav called to learn where they could get Thomas 
Paine's works. Others hav consented to read them if I 
would lend them. Others hav declared they would die be- 
fore they would read one word of Tom“ Paine. The lat- 
ter.class is not made up of what you would call the ignorant, 
for some of the first members of the bar are included in it. 
One good, God-fearing lady yesterday borrowed ‘‘ Common 
Sense” and The Age of Reason” from me under the pre- 
tense of wanting to read them. She took them home and 
burnt them, then told me that while she was doing it she 
was praying for my deliverance from that awful sin. One 
minister has announced that he would preach to-day on the 
heinousness of Infidelity. Iam invited to attend church. 

Many hav told me I hav injured myself financially by taking 
part in the lecture. I am now anxious that there be a series 
of lectures delivered here as soon as practicable. If dates 
can be arranged to suit, I can secure good houses to any 
good lecturer; that ig, [can secure the best and most proper 
hall on certain nights of the week, and if such nights can be 


arranged I will see that it is well advertised. 
E. H. BAKER. 


WirLnARD, Mics., March 9, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrok: Levi Williard passed to a higher life Jan. 9, 
1891, of paralysis and typhoid fever. He was born March 
24, 1825, at Brimfield, Portage county, O. In November, 
1856, he, with his wife—whose maiden name was Sarah In- 
graham—their two little boys, and a sister of his wife, 
moved from Granger, Medina county, O., to Town 15 North, 
Range 3, East Michigan—a dense forest, which left all laid. 
out roads, and many other conveniences of civilized life, 
some miles behind. We found a few settlers in the town- 
ship south of ours. In passing from that time until now, 
we hav not space in which to dwell upon the amount of 
hard labor performed, privations and hardships endured, 
nor the many lonely hours spent by the. settlers, while 
clearing their land and erecting the necessary buildings in 
which to shelter their families. As time passed Mr. Wil- 
liard was ever ready to assist the new settler in various 
ways, and also was very activ, in fact taking the lead, in 
the organization of the town (which was named Beaver), 
school districts, etc. He was particularly interested in the 
advancement and improvement of schools, and as his sons 
grew up he gradually left the farm-work mostly in their 
hands and became activly engaged in the political field, with 
the interest of the laboring man in view. He was always an 
outspoken man in expressing his views on any subject. He 
has taken and read Tug TgurH SRRRKRR for the last fifteen 
years; was a great admirer of the pictures, because of the 
thoughts contained, which speak highly of the ability of 
Watson Heston. After coming to Michigan six children 
were added to the family, which made eight, four sons and 
four daughters, all of whom survive the father except the 
third son, who passed away two years ago at Fresno, Cal. 
Two daughters are in North Dakota. The other five liv in 
Bay county, Mich. The wife and mother, with the two 
younger children—who are grown up—are still on the same 
homestead where Mr. Levi Williard placed his small family 
over thirty-five years ago, which, like Bay county, has since 
that time very much improved. The sister passed away in 
the fall of 1879. She was energetic in her labors of useful- 
ness, especially in teaching the young. The funeral services 
of Mr. Williard were held at the house. Appropriate re- 
marks were made by the Rev. S. H. Roblin, pastor of the 
Universalist church of Bay City, in the delivery of which he 
showed a manly independence by varying from the usual 
service on such occasions, and trying to conform to the 
wishes, as previously expressed, of him who lay silently be- 
fore us, thereby proving by his example that as we are not 
expected to all see alike on certain points, we can extend a 
brotherly hand, and show sympathy and charity. Our 
neighbors hav been very kind, for which we would express 
our thanks. 8. I. W. 


` GAYLORD, Kan., Feb. 20, 1891. 

Me. Eprron: In Taz TaurE SREEKER of the 14th I noticed 
articles by ‘‘ Veritas," W. L. Willis, and H. H. Philbrick, 
relating to Spiritology or Spiritualism, and as a light-seeker 
I respectfully ask permission to state my experience and to 
ask for more information. I am not an advocate of any par- 
ticular class, but a new convert to Liberalism, fully compre- 
hending the gross fallacies of the Christian creed and search- 
ing for the most reasonable doctrin of Freethinkers. I be- 


| lieve with Feuerbach that God is the mirror in which man 


sees himself.” But I cannot bring myself to think that this 
life is the end-all of our intellectual existence. Spiritology 
claims to afford direct communication with the life after 
death, to unfold the curtains surrounding the unknown 
world, and to render what to non-Spiritists is remotely incon- 
ceivable, concerning immortality, in a clear light laden with 
indubitable proof of the reality of a continued existence af- 
ter we cross the dead line. But do not the phenomena of 
Spiritology involve something of the material nature? Can 
a thing immaterial perform tricks it is credited with, such 
as moving tables, chairs, beds, etc., and actually cause a 
pencil to write between two slates? If spirits, at our indi- 
cating a desire to hav them do so, will aid us in solving a 
problem, answering a sealed letter, or in doing any one feat 
which without their aid we should not be able to accom- 
plish, might they also not extricate us from the pit into 
which we accidentally tumble, release the criminal from his 


cell, build our houses, dem our streams, or in fact do any- 
thing we hav been accustomed to execute by physical labor ? 
Do not understand me to be affirming or denying any ques- 
tion. J ask these queries which through some investigation 
on the subject hav risen unprovoked. 

Two years ago, at the instigation and under the direction 
of a stanch Spiritualist of our vicinity, six of the neighbors 
began holding circles. For two weeks there were no mani- 
festations. At the end of that time a lady of the circle 
seemed to hav feelings that indicated, as the leader said, 
trance-talking. But nothing came of it more than partial 
unconsciousness. 
to, and her husband also a member of the circle, my arm 
was moved involuntarily and commenced writing, as we 
thought. On bringing a light we found first the outlines of 
arevolver. Following this was the name of my control, 
with a description of his death, which he said was by means 
of the pistol in the hand of an assassin. The name of the 
murderer was given, together with the burial-place of the 
murdered man, also the names and post-office of his brother 
and father, and a request to go to the place of killing and 
capture the criminal. Relying fully on the written matter, a 
young friend and I went to inquire into the case, and, strange 
to say, found neither grave nor treacherous villain nor any- 
thing to corroborate the testimony of my atmospherical 
visitor. I still courted the impious fraud, my control, and 
would receive communications when sitting alone, some of 
which were true but most of which were the most stupendous 
misrepresentations. Interrogations placed on slates and the 
substance of them unknown to me would sometimes be in- 
telligently answered, but more frequently the reply would be 
a collection of meaningless words not pertaining to the 
query atall. After two months of such proceedings I gave 
up in disgust, believing that further acquaintance with so 
unreliable a power could result in gaining no definit evi- 
dence. 

I am fully aware that by following the rules a8 given by 
Mr. Willis the peculiar results described will be.obtained. 
Yet does the evidence indicate human intelligence in spirit- 
ual form, or does it not rather show a perplexed state of 
the material mind? True, things may be done while under 
this influence which indicate that a subtle and strong power 
unknown to us is acting in conjunction with us—the prob- 
lem is solved, the table made to move at our beckoning, and 
many other wonderful freaks are performed—but may thig 
all not be the workings of some unseen agent, say electricity, 
and still hav no connection with spirits ? 

One medium will be made to say that such a condition is 
true, another declares to the world that something directly 
the opposit is unimpeachable, and so in the information 
gathered through mediums relating toa point in question 
there are frequently 88 many opinions expressed as there are 
mediating agents. Moreover, the stories reported by each 
intervening party will in most cases harmonize with his 
ideas in natural mood. 

Now, is it not possible that divulgences from these minds, 
almost abnormal by action of this subtle power, which may 
be strictly temporal, are not from across the dead line, 
but the particular theory of the individual confounded with 
the ideas of the others in the circle or immediate vicinity, 
Hoping to get some one’s views on the subject, I am, till 
then, one in the dark. Rorra CLAOCK. 

Roo#zster, Mod, Feb. 22, 1891. 

Mz. Eorrok: Inclosed please find $3 50 for four subscrip- 
tions for THE TRUTH SEEKER, which please forward to the 
addresses on inclosed blank. It has taken me some time to 
get the names, but perseverance will overcome large ob- 
stacles, you know, and I feel fully rewarded, for I feel satis- 
fied that the little seed thus sown will not fall among thorns. 

I also inclose an article clipped from a Detroit paper 
showing the dire strait into which the clergy and their fol- 
lowing are thrown in order to be able to combat the Liberal 
and Freethinking masses. How long is it since a Catholic 
priest would not condescend to notice a heretic or Protestant 
priest? How long is it since they were the bitterest ene- 
mies, ready at a moment’s notice to burn, behead, or tear each 
other in pieces in the most approved style? It is but a short 
time, and now we find them walking arm in arm, occupying 
the same pulpit, and making a combined effort to keep the 
faithful in the dark and narrow path. And it will take their 
combined efforts to keep them there, for superstition and ig- 
norance are slowly fading before the light of such mediums 
as THE TRUTH SEEKER, Independent Pulpit, etc., and I sin- 
cerely hope that their light may never grow dim. 

Find inclosed twenty-five cents for the TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL for myself. : 

Yours for liberty of conscience, R. D. WATSON. 


FATHER O'BRIEN ON PREJUDIOE. 


The fact of a Catholic priest occupying a Unitarian pulpit 
was sufficient to attract a large audience to the Unitarian 
church last evening, but Rev. Father Frank A. O'Brien, of 
Kalamazoo, appeared perfectly at ease as he discoursed for 
an hour on Prejudice.” The principal portion of his re- 
marks were devoted to a defense of Roman Catholicism 
against the attacks of Protestantism, which, he said, were 
due entirely to a misunderstanding between Catholics and 
anti-Catholics. He did not believe a leveling of the differ- 
ences would make the world Catholic, as he did not believe 
that would ever be accomplished. He had met Protestants 
who were laboring under the belief that Catholics were 
taught that all non-Catholics were on the straight road to 
hell, and he had invariably found it very difficult to convince 
them to the contrary. Prejudice against the Catholic church 
had been created through writers who delight to paint the 
church with a brush doubly dyed in the gall of bitterness, 
and to a vast majority of non-Catholics the church is the 
beast of Revelation, the scarlet woman, an old man on a 
golden throne with his great toe exposed for good Catholics 
to kiss. 

They believe the pope to be Antichrist, and that the 
church must obey him implicitly; that he is incapable of 


Sitting one night with the lady referred 
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parents, rf conti; reading the Bible $1; kiling a Protest | te Methodist is, to the Methodist the Universalist is a here- | ing evidence of authenticity and explainable on no other hy- 
ant, 10 cents.” f , , ne age is the orthodoxy 1 pothesis than that it came from the personality designated 
Mer Sunday-school book he had. recently, read compares of the next, consequently they all are heretics in the estima- | would it not constitute a body of 1 almost. if nof quite, 
ormonism to popery, and says oth pander to the lusts of | tion of the adherents of older superstitions, incontrovertible, or at least far more effectiv than any as yet 
men, a8 Eis eS are T priests’ prisons for women: He As the early Christian church held it a virtue to deceive produced? It is not surprising that there are so many 
thought, ia the 3 . Wrhe vublle and lie for the glory of the then new heresy (see Mosheim’s | sound-minded people unconvinced of spirit existence, when 
libraries, he said, contain very few Catholic books. "There | History), so now its slaves would bury their dead under the | they know, or may rationally assume, that all this proof 
are two Figon to every question, and it the e of { livery of a lie, 1 ue ud it adie that a dear relativ | could, or inevitably would, be forthcoming were the claims 
Catholic historians is not admitted, surely only one side can | was not a mental slave. Shades of Bruno, Hypatia, Coligny, | of Spiritualism true. Especially is i 
1 . y is it so when we consider 
be known. Catholics are to blame for the existing state of | Paine, Jefferson, Lincoln, and all other heroes or martyrs of | the fact that it could all be accomplished within the condi- 
affairs. An ignorant Catholic cannot giv an honest answer | the race! your noble examples, so freely given, that the lib 
to an honest question, yet his mutterings are often taken as ' , . tions demanded. Not only this, but the mediums would be- 
authority on Catholic matters, and the bad Catholic, who | erty and equality of man might be secured in “ the here and come famous—the most important personages on earth. 
does not practice what he pretends to believe, brings odium | now, hav met a poor response from the minds of the un- | Honors would be heaped upon them by everybody, irre- 
and disgrace on the church. The foreign Catholic is also to | thinking. The religion of believe or be damned is bearing | spectiv of rank or class. Every religion would melt away 
blame for s large porton [n the prejudice, as he persists ib its necessary fruit of intolerance. If our dead brother had | pefore their advance, and instead of contumely they would 
resen! e church in the garb of a foreign nationality. 
pre einer his Munday e CABO X fim, by whi “A been of that faith, which puts blind belief above words and | receive the approbation of all mankind. The emoluments 
he not only scandalizes Protestants but good Catholics as | While preparing a hell for the honest doubter at the same | would be no less than the honors bestowed by a grateful 
well. To such Father O'Brien would say, Either this | time steals Girard’s millions to make sectarians, he might | world. The most ignoble of men would cheerfully part 
country is good enough for you or itis not. If it is, then | hav been a Methodist, a Lutheran, or a Catholic, in short, a | with their means to receive authentic intelligence from ds- 
be Mus Americans an drop your Toreignismé: m it is aot, Christian, but not a Secularist, hence, as he was a member parted relative and friends. 
get out of the country as soon as you can, the country wo of a society which has for its cardinal principle the libera-} Then, may we not reasonably ask why the proof does not 
tion, education, and elevation of mankind, the truth must be | come? Common sense, reason, and humanity demand a 
cxi aper cr * s least may ro fair and unequivocal answer. Why should a medium adver- 
^ y e 8 9 es, yas B 1 evotees Of & tise for patronage? Do not spirits know their own? Or do 
n Ae CHE: aa a the natural outcome of the Christian | they forget the name and post-office address of their relativs 
a la 1 ew vile a3 und 155 gospel requir es works for | and friends? Why cannot a spirit indicate its presence to a 
"s va Be : say : 55 i ee is a liar "—Martin anther 8 | medium, signify its desire to write, dictate a communica- 
nterpretation of his master’s ‘‘ Believe or be damned. tion, also the directions on an envelope, to a friend unknown 
RESOLUTIONS OF RESPROT. tothe medium? Suppose mankind had for a long time 


be well rid of you.” 
Father O'Brien said he had unlimited contempt for the 
* policy Catholic," whom he described as the meanest of 
the lot. He denied that the church was responsible for the 
actions of the many who call. themselvs Catholics. He then 
closed his discourse by telling some of the things which 
1 Ming me eer death 3 abd pou sec mir been receiving messages of this character, what most likely 

rent in an upright life; therefore be it would hav been, or would be, their attítude toward Spiritu- ' 
Resolved, That in our brother's untimely decease this coun- | alism to-day ? 
try loses a brave defender, one who has proved his patriotism | Now, if it appear that this line of proof is both reasonable 
by giving of the best years of his life that the best govern- | and possible, and that it has been deliberately and absolutely 
ignored by Spiritualism, what must be the reasonable infer- 


Catholics do not believe. The pope is not believed to be in- 
fallible, he said, except in matters of faith and morals. 

There is no such thing as kissing his great toe; all Catholics 

are not holy, nor will being a Catholic keep one from going 

to hell; indulgences are never sold, nor is an indulgence a 

‘license to commit sin; a lie cannot be made justifiable; the 

Virgin Mary is not a god, she is honored only as one highly 

favored as the savior’s mother; priests cannot forgiv sins at 

will and Catholics are not forbidden to read the Bible, but, 

on the contrary, popes, bishops, and priests are continually 

urging their people to read it. ment on earth might be preserved and perpetuated. 

Resolved, That this society, deeply sympathizing with his 
` = family in its great bereavement, realizes that Secularism loses | ence? Evidently it is the sort of proof we might naturally 
Kent, O., March 10, 1891. a faithful adherent, and the community an exemplary mem- | expect. The answer, I think, will suggest itself. 

Mr. Eprron ; Our society closed a series of meetings Feb. | ber who knew that there is a philanthropic and medical art] Viewed from still another point of observation, we find 
ruary 15th, given as a library benefit, which in point of num- Parce men’s eyes for the light as well as their arms | almost as much cause for doubt. But to dwell upon the re- 
bers and financial as well as intellectual profit exceeded the | Passed at the one hundred and twenty-sixth meeting of sult of such observation would be merely to repeat that 
expectations of the most sanguin. This desirable result was | the Kent Secular Union, March 1, k. M. 291. . which has already been written by others; so I shall only in- 
chiefly brought about by the good example get by Miss Ada M. H. Hxrazgron, Sec. Kent Secular Union. timate that the fact that spirits might oftentimes render val- 

- Campbell in giving her service for the opening meeting held ö uable service to humanity by conveying intelligence of a 
in the Opera House, Kent, O. Her subject, ‘‘ Heredity,” Bozeman, Mont., Feb. 9, 1891. mundane character obtainable in no other way, and persist in 
drew a large and appreciativ audience. The people, learning Mr, EpITOR: The time of Liberals no doubt would be | not doing so, can hav no other tendency than to create addi- 
that the brilliant Australian was going to donate $10 to- | more profitably occupied in the discussion of practical meth- | tional doubt. And I think we may reasonably infer that, 
ward liquidating the debt incurred in adding $51 worth of | ods for the promotion of the objects of the Secular Union, | like the God myth, they are not even abreast of the times, 
books to our one-hundred-and-eight-volume library, ‘‘ caught | but as the question of Spiritualism seems always up and in | and that perhaps there is no more room for them in the uni- 
on," and, emulating the good example set, paid all the ex- | order, the temptation to mix in becomes irresistible. I may | verse than for him. However, to my mind it seems but fair 
penses of the course, and almost paid off our debt. Had it | plead as an apology that it is only, after having read the in- | to admit a difference in the nature of proof necessary to 
not been for a blunder in taking the collection at the wrong | terminable discussion year in and year out almost forever, | prove the existence of God and that necessary to prove the 
time we would now hav been out of debt, for numbers of the | about once in five years that my desire to speculate becomes existence of spirits. The latter are human at best, and may . 
large audience, tired of waiting for the ''passing of the | uncontrolable. lack power of self-demonstration, whereas with the former 
hat,” reluctantly left the hall, taking home the shekels} To my mind, Spiritualiem is a question the solution of | no proof is possible unless from himself. Hach argument to 
started toward our coffers by Miss Campbell's unselfish | which depends solely on proof. The discussion has been | prove his existence refutes not only itself, but every other 
example. prolonged many years without the slightest approach to a so- | argument adduced for a like purpose.: The fact that men 

Not long ago we wrote a distinguished Secularist to get | lution, and may be continued indefinitly with the same re- | feel themselvs called upon to prove his existence furnishes a 
his terms for Sunday lectures. The reply was, $25 per | sult. Under these considerations, it would seem that we | strong negativ proof that he does not exist. Did he exist, 
Jecturé, “because I can get it.” Contrast that enthusiasm | might suspend discussion for a time and devote the interval | no necessity of proof would exist. The fact would be uni- 
with that spirit of devotion to liberty which characterized | profitably to proof. Ithink we may assume that every sane | versally known. It is absurd to assume a being 80 extrava- 
the pioneers and agitators of the antislavery times, notably | person is desirous of knowing the truth, be it what it may. | gantly omnipotent that he lacks the power to furnish tangi- 
Stephen Foster, of Massachusetts, who, instead of driving a | Also, we may assume that if spirits do exist, in such a form | ble evidence of his own existence. To concede this is to 
good bargain with those whose liberties were equally men- | as represents the intelligent principle of man’s nature, they | commit a sacrifice beyond all power of reparation. Yet the 
aced with his, would receive no compensation save the com- | are desirous that their friends and relations left behind | stickler is driven unconsciously into it at the expense either 
mon one, the overthrow of slavery. That spirit actuating a | should know continued existence to be a fact. of the power or of the existence of his God. 
would-be deliverer of the people from church thralldom is 4] Furthermore, I think it will be conceded by all that all of | With spirits, however, we will forbear. We will not ask 
better credential than that crystallized in a paid field secre- | the proofs so far hav failed to be in proportion to the magni- | as much of them as of a God. They are only finite at best. 
tary, I think. tude of the question seeking a solution; that while compar- | We will only ask them to do that which it is fair to assume 

Inclosed find a copy of a set of resolutions adopted at the | ativly few hav received evidence satisfactory to themselvs, | they can do. Is it not barely possible that some stray spirit 
one hundred and twenty-sixth meeting of the Kent Secular | the great mass of mankind hav not been reached. Now, it | is watching over me as I write this article with ample power 
Society, in memory of a lifelong Secularist, Ambrose C. | would seem that, admitting these two assumptions to be | to communicate its contents through a medium to the world? 
Hind, who joined the Kent Secular Union June 21, 1885; | true, there will be no necessity of violating any of the con- | If so, what is to hinder us from instituting, as a beginning, a 
died Feb. 27, 1891. ditions demanded by Spiritualism in furnishing the required | systematic method of proof which may ultimately convince 

To placate certain narrow-viewed sectarians, relative of | proof. : the world? Suppose we organize a circle which will em- 
the deceased, our local press refuses to publish these tokens Iam a stickler for conditions myself. Nothing that exists | brace the United States. Let the circle be formed by TRR 
of respect to our dead brother. Naturally we look to TRE | can for a moment be exempt from conditions. Therefore I| Teora SEEKER, the Ironclad Age, Freethought, the Inde- 
Teura SkRKER to right the wrong by giving prominence to | frankly concede that if spirits do exist, they are entitled to | pendent Pulpit, and the Investigator joining handa. Of 
the Christian injustice thus sought to be meted out to the | all the conditional considerations of a God or of anything | Course, everybody else and his family will be in the circle. 
voiceless dead. Mr. Hind dared to do his own thinking and | else. Then let persons, designated or otherwise, write communi- 
to express his honest thought. He believed in and practiced We will further concede that it is only through legitimate, | cations to some of the papers in the circle, to be reproduced 
the religion of this world,” Secularism. He could not | definit, and prescribed channels that it is possible for them | by spirits and published simultaneously in the other papers. 
accept the dogma, “Every doer of the law, every moral | to communicate. This is one of our own necessities, and I | The accomplishment of this by spirits will not be difficult, I 
worker, is accursed, for he walketh in the presumption of | can see no impropriety in conceding the same to spirits. It | should think—no more so, at least, than spirit materializa- 
his own righteousness,” even though asserted and fathered | is within these conditions, iton-bound as you please, that we | tion. Besides, everybody can derive a benefit. This plan 
by Martin Luther, the so-called reformer but heretic of his | respectfully ask for proof, and see nothing irrational in go | will hav the hitherto unknown merit of reaching the mill- 

time. Qur late brother accepted the truth for its own sake, | doing. ions, and no conditions be violated, Tuos. BURK. 
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Children’s Garner. 


Sdited by Muss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
Riser, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


What of Thy Life? 


What of thy life, O friend of mine? 
I do not ask thy creed, 

Or whether plant of grace divine 
In thy heart scatters seed. 


The form of faith that fills thy want 
I do not care to know ; 

Nor whether at baptismal font 
Christ’s love to thee did flow. 


How oft it is you fast and pray 
Alone on bended knee, 

Or by what chart you shape your way 
You need not tell to me. 


But tell me if the inborn good 
Stands forth in bold relief, 
If virtue. ne'er misunderstood. 

Of jewels all is chief. 


And dost thou own from hour to hour 
Truth's ministrationa sweet? 

And does her matchless, living power 
Make all thy life complete? 


Are all thy days so thickly strown 
With good and loving deeds, ] 

That, making others’ cares thine own, 
Thou hast forgot thy needs ? 


Hast thou no quarrel with thy friend, 
Nor strife or bitterness? 

Dost see in all much to commend, 
And much to prize and bless? 


Dost keep the peace with all mankind, 
Knowing no shame or fear? ` 
Striving in every act to find 
Thy conscience sweet and clear? 


In all thy ways hast thou e’er done 
The best thy hand could do? 

If 80, I'm sure thy crown is won, d 
Fadeles8 and pure and true. 


As cor duot is from day to day— 
This is the test of man; 

The inside life, the outside way, 
Conformed to nature’s plan. 


Who makes his rule of life by this, 
Must walk with angels here; 
On ear'h must liv in peace and bliss, 
With Love'8 evangels near. B. H. W. 
— 9 4 9— — — 
Didn't Like the Sermon. 


'There is a familiar story about how Daniel 
Webster, when he was practicing law in New 
Hampshire, loftily denounced a quotation 
from a text-book made by a rival attorney as 
absurd and untenable, upon which the oppos- 
ing lawyer quietly explained that the passage 
80 contemptuously treated had been intro- 
duced into the volume from one of Lord 
Mansfield’s decisions, that great jurist’s exact 
language being preserved. The following 
anecdote about a famous old character in 
Whitley: county, Ky., has much the same 
flavor. Joshua Barnett was a wag and a 
religious orator and possessed a prodigious 
memory. The Jelico Wes tells the story: 

„Uncle Josh, as he was generally called, 
had an appointment to preach one Sunday 
at an out-of-the-way log school-house in his 
neighborhood, and two noted lights of a 
rival denomination attended the meeting for 
the purpose of criticising the sermon. One 
‘was named Jones, the other Warman. Uncle 
Josh, who, it appears, was aware of their 
intentions, concluded to checkmate them, 
and instead of preaching a sermon he com- 
menced repeating from memory and without 
any comment whatever one of the epistles of 
St. Paul. For nearly an hour chapter after 
chapter fell from his lips accompanied by a 
grave and decorous gesture and intonation. 
Brother Jones at the end of some thirty 
minutes arose with grave disapproval written 
all over his face and retired from the house, 
and took a seat in the yard upon a barkless 
and prostrate tree, which was used as a 
horse-block. Brother Warman stood it some 
ten minutes longer, when he too arose and 
joined Brother Jones. * Well, Brother War- 
man, what do you think of such a sermon ? 
said Brother Jones. ‘Think?’ said Brother 
Warman, ‘why, I think if the good Lord 
will forgiv me this time for listening to such 
rotten doctrin I will never be guilty again.’” 

e 


A “ Beautiful Story? by a Little Girl. 


A little girl, aged three, informed her 
mother that she knew a beautiful story about 
a giant. Would you like to hear it, 
mamma ?” asked she. . 

** Well, then," she continued, ‘‘ once there 
was a great, big, ugly giant, and he was very 


will close. Yours truly, 


fond of eating little girls. One day as he 
was walking along through the woods he met 


two little girls—one very good little girl and | 


one very naughty one. 

** First he took a bite out of the good little 
girl, and he made up a horrible face, and 
said she tasted awful nasty. Then he tooka 
taste of the bad little girl, and he smacked 
his lips and said she tasted dreadful nice, 
'eause, you see, mamma, she had eaten nuts 
and raisins and candy when her mother told 
her not to, and that made her taste sweet. 
Then the old giant said: ‘I'll never again 
eat a good little girl. Ill always eat the bad 


ones.” " 
— M [¶g k 


A Lesson on the Use of Words. 


Don’t say: He will be apt to catch cold, 
but liable to catch cold. The difference in 
the two words may be thus illustrated: A 
very studious boy is apt to learn, but liable 
to hav a headache now and then.” 

Don't say: Iam not used. to those sort of 
things, but that sort of things. 

Don’t say: That will prevent him going, 
but that will prevent his going. 

— ——ů—ů 
Chats with Correspondents. 


ELEANOR K.— The Beacon is published in 
San Francisco, Cal., by Sigismund Daniel 
ewicz. It is an organ of Anarchists. The 
Chicago Liberal is a bright and breezy 
monthly published and edited by Mrs. M. 
A. Freeman at the low price of twenty-five 
cents per year. The story Evicted,” now 
running through its columns, is very interest- 
ing. : 

JonwNY.—lt is better not to retaliate. Be 
brave, however, and hold up your side 
against all odds. They cannot kill you for 
being an unbeliever. 

Correspondents will please be patient. 
The letters are all here, and there isa large 
number waiting tobe printed. They will ap- 
pear in due time.— Ep. C. C. 

— — o 


Correspondence. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Feb. 25, 1891. 
Dzar Mies Wrxon: I hav never written to 
the Children’s Corner, and as I hav a few 
minutes to spare, I thought I would write 
you a few lines. I was ten years old on De- 
cember 26th. I am in the ninth grade B, 
and must study hard to keep up with the 
rest of the boys. On Sunday evenings I go 
with my parents and sisters to the Liberal 
League. I do not understand very much, 
but I do understand Mr. Letterer more than 
any other speaker, because he' talks plainer 
than any of the rest. As it is getting late I 
Emu Sogvrzs. 
Qumor, O., Feb. 24, 1891. 
Drar Miss WixoN: As this is my first let- 
ter for the Corner, I will tell you that Iam 
fourteen years old and go to school. We all 
love our teacher; we think she is splendid. 
I study the Sixth Reader, history, arithmetic, 
spelling, geography, grammar, physiology, 
hygiene, and writing. I love to read Tug 
TRUTH SEEKER, especially the Corner. I 
think it is very kind in you to notice us little 
folks, and giv us so much good advice. We 
do not go to church, and hav no use for 
preachers or priests. Hoping to see this in 
print. I remain, 
Your little Freethinker friend, 
SALLIE R. ARGABRIGHT. 


Lyons, Kan., Feb. 29, 1891. 
Miss Wixon, Dear Madam: I thought I 
would write a letter to the Children’s Corner 
to-night. I attend a district school about a 
mile from here. The weather has been very 
severe On account of sudden changes, for 
which Kansas is noted. In regard to church 
attendance, I cannot say that I ever attended 
but twice, to my knowledge, in fourteen 
years. My mother and father are both pro- 
found Infidels. We hav a library full of 
books of all kinds, including Paine’s ‘‘Age of 
Reason,” and many others of that order. I 
hav your Story Hour" and think it a su- 
perior book of its kind. For fear of making 
my letter too long I will close. Wishing you 

success in the good work you are in, 
Yours truly, Raps BUTLER. 


[Let us hear from you again, Ralph, and 
often. —En. C. C.] 


SHERMAN, Mion., March 9, 1891. 

Miss Wixon, Dear Friend: I hav written 
two letters before to the Corner and will en- 
deavor to write again. History is my favorit 
study. What do the Cornerites say to hav- 
ing a history class in the Corner? What I 
propose ig this: The little Cornerites are to 
write to the Corner and ask history ques- 
tions of one another and answer questions 
aBked by others. Now you hav heard it, what 
do you think of it? 

I think it would be instructiv as well as 
amusing. 

Iam the only Freethinker among the schol- 
ars attending the school I go to, but am not 
ashamed of it. I am really proud of being 
one. 

Up here in northern Michigan we are hav- 
ing plenty of snow and cold weather. Well, 


my letter is getting rather long, so I will 
close. With best wishes, I am, 
Your Freethinker friend, 
l M. AURORA SOUTAWIOK. 
P.8.—What does Miss Wixon think of 
what I propose? M. A. S. 


[The proposition above stated is a good 
one. Bend along the questions &nd answers. 
Ey. C. C] 


DALEVILLE, IND., Feb. 24, 1891. 

Dear Miss WIXON: I come to the Corner 
again, if you will permit me. 

It has been quite a while since I wrote to 
you, but I hav not left off reading the Chil- 
dren's Corner. That is what I look for next 
to the pictures. 

I am desirous of information and would 
like to ask a few questions, but do not wish to 
tax your patience. 

I always had an idea in my mind that one 
could not believe anything unless one under- 
stood it. f 

In the beginning God created the earth, and 
started it, I suppose, just as he desired. 

All at once the devil appeared on the scene 
and everything changed. 

If he had not, there would not hav been 
so much trouble about this tariff question, 
for there would not hav been any woolen 
manufactories, for we would not hav needed 
any clothing. 

Now, why did not the devil leave things 
alone when they were right in the first place? 
It seems as if he is bound to be ahead. 

Now, they say there is only one devil. 
Well, how can he be in so many things at 
once? Oh, they say, it is his imps. Well, 
let us see. Are these imps in bodily form no 
spirit (evil spirit)? Well, how many spirits 
has one being? One,I think. It is puzzling 
to me and I would be too glad for some one 
to explain, so I could believe. 

We hav had quite a revival in the Christian 
church here, and several things happened 
there that I could not understand. Their 
minister was one of the leading member’s 
sons, and of good standing in the church, as 
farasI know. But he said you must love the 
Lord and fear him. How can we love a thing 
and fear it at the same time? 

And, too, he said of our friends that only 
those that loved the Lord and feared him 
were our friends. 

He said that the more riches a man had the 
more responsibility he had toward God. 
Well, they are now taking up collections to 
hire him as their minister. Why does he not 
preach for nothing? He has plenty to liv on; 
besides that, he does not practice what he 
preaches. 

One more thing: Is the heaven space? 
Ofttimes we hear a remark something sim- 
ilar to this, As the stars shine in the 
heaven.” Are not the stars in space just the 
same as Our own planet ? 

‘Will some one explain to me, for I am not 
very well educated, why Mr. Soomaker 
said that the more knowledge and education 
we had the more responsibility we had 
toward God. 

Cousin George, let us hear from you. I 


would like to say more, but am afraid this 


will go to the waste-basket. I will close with 
best wishes for the Corner and its leader. 
Your friend, SALLIE REMSBURG. 
[Ask the minister to explain, Sallie, and let 


us hear what he says.— Ep. C. C.] 

Port.or Spams, TRINIDAD, WEST INDIES, 

Jan. 23, 1891. 

Miss Susan H. WixoN: Perhaps you may 
think that I am dormant and the interest 
usually manifested in the Corner has gone, 
as it is quite a while that I hav not contrib- 
uted something. I am so very busy at this 
time of the year that really I scarcely get 
time to do anything outside of my business. 

At the same time I must really say. that m: 
interest in the Corner has increased tenfold, 
particularly as I now perceive a greater num- 
ber of Cornerites are making themselvs known 
by sending in their letters and essays, and I 
sincerely wish that they will continue and 
contribute oftener. I generally, in my leisure 
hours, read with much interest the letters 
which appear in the Corner, especially those 
of my friend and correspondent, George J. 
Remsburg, and the essays of Miss Stockinger. 
In fact, the efforts of all your pupils—if I may 
so call them, ourselvs, as I include myself in 
the list of Cornerites, although being a big 
boy, twenty-three my last birthday. 

As I am at it, I may as well giv a brief de- 
scription of this place. 

Trinidad is an island situated to the east- 
ward of Venezuela, from which it is sepa- 
rated by only à channel; is between 10 deg. 
8 min., and 10 deg. 50 min. north latitude, 
and 61 deg. 39 min., and 62 deg. west longi- 
tude from Greenwich. It was discovered by 
Christopher Columbus, when on his third 
voyage on the 31st of July, 1498. He was 
surprised, says Washington Irving, at the 
verdure and fertility of the country, having 
expected to find it more parched and steril as 
he approached the equator; whereas he be- 
held groves of palm-trees and luxuriant for- 
ests sweeping down to the seaside, with fount- 
ains and running streams beneath the shade 
The shore was low and uninhabited, but the 


country rose in the interior and was culti- 


vated in many places, and enlivened by ham- 
lets and scattered habitations. In a word, 
the softness and purity of the climate, and 
the verdure, freshness, and sweetness of the 
country, appeared to equal the. delights of 
early spring in the beautiful province of Va- 
lencia in Spain. 


a 


He found the island peopled by a race of 
Indians with fairer complexions than any he 
had hitherto seen—‘‘ people all of good stat. 
ure, well made, and of very graceful bearing, 
with much and smooth hair.” They hav all, 
without exception, emigrated and disap. 
peared. Trinidad well deserved the name 
which its Indian inhabitants had bestowed 
upon it—Iére, the land of humming-birds. 

The area of Trinidad is 1,754 square miles 
and contains nearly 200,000 inhabitants, rep- 
resenting people from all climes and coun- 
tries. The physical aspect is that of a com- 
parativly level country, none of its mountains 
possessing the towering grandeur of the lofty 
peaks which distinguish some of the smaller 
West India islands. The valleys and plains 
are watered by large rivers, and the mount- 
ain ranges are everywhere deeply indented 
with ravines and deep gorges, through most 
of which flow more or less abundant streams 
of water. There cannot be a doubt that the 
island owes much of its richness and fertility 
to these streams, which, flowing through the 
valleys, cover them with never-failing verd- 
ure and beauty. 

Among the products are sugar cane, cacao, 
cocoanuts, tobacco, limes, plantains, yams, 
sweet potatoes, and all tropical fruits and 
vegetables. 

With these few lines I beg to close, wish- 
ing the Corner success and yourself health. 

Yours fraternally, Em. pos BANTOS. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 
For Her Daily Bread i8 the story of two young 


girls and a younger brother who were left parente - 


less, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin, 

he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girls life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 


and disreputable hypocrits. It is just such a story 


of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
goll to be interested in; and whatever he res 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TROTH SEEKER. 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


t 
The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents, 
The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 
of a minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 
ers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
ake a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!" Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents, 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 


Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents.. 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


Charles Wattss Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com: 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Fouuded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Necds of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 

A Reply to Father J.ambert’s 
Tacties of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. 


Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
Intion: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
struetiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. , 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defeotiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents, 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which Js the More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Whieh? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents, 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents, 

The Glory of Unbel ef, . 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents, 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Ehe American Secular Union ; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands, (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rev. Dr. R, F, Burns, of Halifax, 
N. 8. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Ohristianity, 3. Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. Obristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
88 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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NOW READY. PRICE, $2 AND $2.50. 


The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text Book. 


_ (SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS (OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND_BENEFICENT INSTITUTION, 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 
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i ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


Designs bv Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


CONTENTS: 
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Due that Bathor Unele, Sam. au Mat quom Paine. ds Patriot medans, Ite Evolution. 
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i - Romans of the Past and Present. 185% 
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Some Undesirable Immigrants. 

Lay Loyalty. 
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A Transformation of the Bartholdi Statne 
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What Uscle Bam Shonld Do. disc md Biblical Temperance Statements. Gage MS Dr; McGlynn—the Ohurch Trne to Her 
jj . de + : 


The Church Robbing the People, 


New York City’s Annual Gift to the Ohnrches. 
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The Otergy'e Hold Upon the People. 

One of a Very Nnmerons Class. 

The Physician and the Flock. 
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The Ark of the Lord. 
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Appearance and Fact. 
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‘he Oreeda of the World. 
hristianity's Holy Family, 
Janng-faced Oreedalists. 
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pplied. 
The Ohristian Scheme from Genesis to the 
Synoptical Gospels, and the Praotical Re- 


sults. 
The Anthority of the Footpad. 
The Wisdom of Solomon. 
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Result of Faith at Findlay, Ohio. 
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Disbelieving ? at 
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Josns Paid It All. 
A Candidate for Glory—An Old Sinner, bnt a 
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Some Tests for True Believers. . 
Following Christ. 
An Earnest Christian. . 
A Trial of Faith. 
The Faults in Christian Morality.—I. 
oe [3 (g EI oe II. 
oe 66 €. (13 -t —III. 
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40 40 40 LL V. 
An Incident of a Bnow. storm, January, 1889. 
Another Incident of Another Snow. storm. 
On the Anxions Seat. 
Different Stories of an Alleged Oconrrence. 
The Church and Slavery. 
The Ghost in the Methodist Ohurchyard. 


Priests in Politics. 
The Oolossns of New York. 


The Political Caliban and the ReligiousRogues. 


Ireland and the Church, 
A Oontribntion to the Irish Qnestion. 
The Obnrches in Ireland. : 
The Gospel of Peace in Ireland. 
The Tronble With Pat. 


The Church’s Idea of Civilization, 
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What Rome Would Use to Civilize People. 


Casting Pearle Before Swine. 
The Bigotry of Church and State. 


Some Allegories. 


The Genii who Preside Over the Rosà to 
Knowledge. 

Tho Three Graces of Infidelity. 
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The Trinity that Bnled the World in the Dark 


gos. 
„Let the Ghosts Go.” = 
Tne Race Between America's Infidei Orator 
and England's Ohristian Statesman. 
The Enemy and the Friend of Liberty. 
Roman Oatholic Pandora’s Box. 
New Rendering of an Old Rhyme. 
An Error in Biblical Navigation. 
The World Still Moves. 


Heaven. 
On the Probation Plan.—Scene Outside of the 
Gates of the New Jernsalem. 
On the Probation Plan.—Scene Inside of the 
Gates of the New Jernsalem. 
Into Heaven via. Purgatory. 


Hell, 
How to Make the Road to Salvation Plain. 
The Glory of Election. E 
The Amnaement of the Saints in Heaven. 
A Olerioal Surprise Party. 
The Theologians and Skeptics. 
The Devil’s Occnpation Gone. 


Miscellaneous, 


Talmage’s Petrified Blasphemer—A Religions 
ampaign Story of 86, 
The Futility of Hitching Evolntion to Ortho. 


doxy. 

The Evolntion of a Sacrament. 

A Hint to Talmage, Sam Jones, et al. 

The Women’s Obristian Temperance Union’s 
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Tools of the Clerical Trade. 

The Modern Balaam. 
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A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
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RELIGION OF MAN 
ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


BY 
HUDSON TUTTLE. 
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of Man. 
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riage. Cloth; price, $1.50. 
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Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnifioent 
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Effacement of Christianity? 
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Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp., $1. 

And Other Stories 

or Boys and Girls. 12m0, 883pp., $1.25. 
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Don for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
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Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
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ERY-SQUARE: 


The Church of Practical Religion, 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unole Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
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UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
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itualigm Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
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meríts.—(The American Idea. 
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Frauds of the Churchmen of the Second Century 
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12mo, 400pp., - 
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J udaism. 
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ETHICS OF POSITIVISM. 
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Philosophy of the Present Century. 
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Cure" With Portrait. 


By Mur. W. Schorr. Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. BARING-GOULD. 


Will be seized with avidity hy all students of the 
Bible.—[Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FRorHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 


And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 
46pp - c c = 


The Contrast: Evangeliealism and 


Spiritualism Compared. 
By MosES HULL. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 


AND OTHER PAPERS. ; 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality. 


By JOSIE OPPENHEIM. ` Price, 15 cents. 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 
By KERSEY GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Price, PI. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymns, and Recitations. 


For Organizing Societies; for Marriages, Funer- 
ala, Naming of Infants, Obituaries, Epi- 
taphs, eto. Also 525 Liberal and 
Bpiritualistio Hymns for 
Social and Various 
Publio Occasions. 


18mo, 550pp. Price, 75 cents. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. Hogan. 
- Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley: Philosopher and Reformer. 
By C. SorHERAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett. 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts. 


Lithograph of Bennett Monument. 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANOHARD. 
Paper, - s z 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 
WITH 
Theological Amendment and State Personality. 
By Jos. E. PECK. 
Priee, - - - - 
For all of the 1112 21 books address 


UTH SEEKE 
Lafayette Pl., NSW örk. 


40 cenis. 


25 cents. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, 


ISSUED MONTHLY. 
Subscription price, $3 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED, Price. 
1, The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 


erg AIMANAC 2... esce e seno. 25 
2. Men,Women, and Gods. Helen H.Gardener. 50 
8. Age of Reason. Thomas Paine............. . 25 
4. Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. 

Bennett. . E 
5. Christian Absurdities. John Peck.......... 25 
6. Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire........... 15 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 


Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
-issued during the year. Single copies of cach 
book sent upon receipt of price. : 

THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


^ HOW 'TO 


PRESERVE HEALTH. 


By LOUIS BARKAN, M.D. 


CONTENTS : 


The Prevention of Disease—Hygiene of Differ- 
ent Organs—Age and Occupation—The Dwelling 
—The Oare of the Sick—Nursing—The Family 
Physician—How to Giv Aid in Emergencies—Con- 
tagious and Miasmatic Diseases—Diseases of the 
Nervous System—Altered Nutrition—The Respir. 
atory and Digestiv and Urinary Tracts—The 
Skin—Parasites—Motherhood. à 


Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor Bellevue Med- 
ical College, N. V., says: "I regard your book, 
* How to Preserve Health,’ as the most sound, 
sensible, and useful book on the topics which it 
discusses that I hav ever met. I wish it could be 
in the hands of every intelligent head of a famil 

. and in the library of every school, for I think i 
would popularize a vast ameunt of important and 
useful knowledge, and thus be of great service to 
the community. 1 am particularly pleased with 
one feature of it; that it does not profess to teach 
dosing and drug¢ging, which our anxious grand- 
mothers and others lacking the requisit elemen- 
tary knowledge are too prone to indulge in, and 
oftentimes do great harm thereby. I congratu- 
late gor on the wisdom and success of this effort.” 

Jobn B.. Hamilton, M.D., Surgeon-General of 
the Navy, and Professor of Surgery, Georgetown 
University: I thank you for the excellent book, 
How to Preserve Health. I hav no doubt af the 
necessity of such books, and yours is of such 
merit that it will surely be successful.” | 

amuel Sherwell, M.D., Professor of Diseases of 
the Skin, Brooklyn: “ Your excellent treatise, en- 
titled ‘How to Preserve Health,’ appears to me 
admirably adapted for the reading of the laity, 
correcting as it does a large number of false 

. impressions that prevail among them. The 
direct suggestions, as in remarks on the skin, are 
of decided value,” 

Priee, . . 8 Cloth, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GENTS make [00 PER CENT. profit, on my Corsets, 
Belts, Brushes, Curlers and novelties. Samples 
FREE, Write now. Dr. Bridgman, 373 Broadway. N. v. 


J. D. SHAW’S PAMPHLETS. 


The Bible—What Is Et? A pam- 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book ‘of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 


Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 

` tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 
and curse, theologically denominated the 
fall.” Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism, Treating the subject from a 
negativ and afürmativ standpoint, showing 
wont it ia not and what itis. Price,5 cents. 


The Agnostic Annual 


FOR 1891. 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 
CONTENTS. 
An Agnostic View of the Bible.....Samuel Laing. 


Fundamental Theses of Agnosiiciem. | 80. Ph.D 
je B. "m D. 


Agnosticism and the Church of England. 


Amos Waters. 
Avatar, Come! A Poem, Y 
Saladin (W. Stewart Ross). 
The Instability of Faiths.Hon. O. K. Tuckerman. 
The Iron Hand Under the Velvet Glove, 
: pal G, J. Holyoake., 
Practical Religion . . . . . Charles Watts. 


The Oinerary Urn. R Bonnet., n 1 
uthor o æsar in Egypt. 
The New Anglicanism................+..B. Russell. 


Androgynous Gods. A 
2 H. J. Hardwicke, M.D., F. R. C. S, 
Is Agnosticism Sound ?................Paul Carus. 
“Is Agnosticism Sound? - 
Saladin (W. Stewart Ross). 
The Poems of Joseph Ellis . . . . Mirabeau Brown. 


Price, 95 cents. For sale at this office. 


THE | 


French Invasion of Ireland in '98, 


Leaves of Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroic Endeavor and. a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBBATHEO OFF. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and gold side stamps. Price, $1.50. 


The present volume is an effort to rescue from 
comparative oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war. . . . It points a moral that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail to receive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim, Contains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


Science in Plain Language: 


William Durham, F. R. S. E. 


IL. AsrRONOMY, Syn, Moon, STARS, Ero. By Will- 
iam Durham, F. R. S. E. 


These handy series of volumes on science—of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers; others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply & popular need. 

The price of each is 50 cents in cloth. - 


The Candle From Under the 
Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 


Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, —— = 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


A New Book by Helen H, Gardener. 
A THOUGHTLESS YES. 


The downcast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
thoughtless yes.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


OONTENTS. 
A Splendid Jadge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Olub. . 
Under Protest. 
For the Prosecution. — 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of Cur Ancestors. 
Florence Oampbell’s Fate. 
My Patient's Story. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
7 THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
38 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo, 833pp., 
ilk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not 80 far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 

- ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Oloth, 12mo, 245pb., $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL Hymn-Boox contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes, 
It ig highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton. ht, Green, Underwood, Mrs, Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 


5 cents. Address Tum TRUTH SEEKER CO- 


and Tumors CURED: no knife: 
ER book free. Drs. GRATIGNY & DIX, 
No. 163 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 

— : ES] 


of Roxbury, Mass., says 


My Medical Discovery seldom takes hold 


of two people alike! Why? Because no 
two people have the same weak 
spot. Beginning at the stomach it goes 
searchiug through the body for auy hidden 
humor. Nine times out of ten, inward 
humor makes the weak spot. Perhaps 
it’s only a little sediment left on a nerve or in 


right along, aud you find quick happiness 
from the first bottle. Perhaps it's a big sedi- 
ment or open sore, well settled somewhere, 
ready to fight. The Medical Discovery 
begius the fight, and you think it pretty 
hard, but soon you thauk me for making 
Something that has reached your weak spot. 
Price $1.50. Sold by every Druggist in the 
United States and Canada. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 


Price, * . * . 10 cents. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Seaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
& fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator, Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home. It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


| CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THE 


— Kiberal Pextings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


THEIR 


Crimes and Persecutions. 
8vo, 1:119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. i 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 
Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 


man Masonic Temple, 220 Kast 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
st., Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 


everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLECTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
Fer Schools and the Home. 


every Sunday 


COMPILED BY evening eng 1 dobalen and dun. 

: sions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 

L. K. WASHBURN. ident, Henny Bid; Secretary, CORA BELLE 
PRIOR, : š . $1.50. pads: 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. " 


tion 


form free. O 
roadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


How Can We beSaved? 


1 
Was Jesus Supernaturally Conceived, 
and Did He Rise from 
the Dead? 


$100 Reward. 


For Sale at This Office. 


Paper, 10 cents. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Heact Ratios in the 


Acguirement and Apportionment. 
By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, a " 


New Edition, Revised aud Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 nents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at | M. 


Price, 50 cents. 
AN EMBLEM OF 


this office. 


Freedom, Progress, a Reform. 


Bepresents the burning Torch of Reason, the 


rising Bun of Science, and the day of Free- 
thought, in con- 
trast with the night 


and dark ness of 
supersti tion ; and 
Bymbo lizes the 
evolution | ` of the 
wor from the 
night of 8 u persti- 
tion to the day 
of. Free th pught, 
Science, and Hea- 
son. 8 sign pat- 
ented Pe b, 24, 


1885. 
two sizes, 
and small 


lyenam 8 ] 
colors. Most beautiful badge ever designed. 


Price, 10kt, $3; 14kt, $4, $5: with Diamond in Sun 


$8, $10, $15. Small model 10kt, $2; 14kt, $2 75, $3.50, 
Obarme, both sizes, $3, $4, $5, $6, $10, $15, $20, $35, 


on. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
JEWELER, ROCHELLE, ILL, 


Bend for beautiful card in Oolors and Gold, of 
badge, and descriptiv circulars of my famous 


“OTTO 


AGENTS WANTED quick sales, SAMPLE FREE. A rags 


opportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 842 Broadway. N. N. 


WETTSTEIN ” Watch, tracts, etc. 


4 


Tatia 
qe dl d Yy Ua. 
nae N. M. em 
ae 


AT THINE OWN HOME. 

Send 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
speclalist, for his“ Private Counselor ”—a valua- 
ble book for young and middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It sets forth an External Appli- 
Cation—A POSITIVE CURE; as it matters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 


4 GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 

press. He has many testimonials to the value of 

his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Freethougnt, 


$1.00. 


RRR ms er model 
of solid REE Trogon BaS gold,rich- 
ini ed in 


Sent by registered Í and cash refunded at op- 
a glaud; the Medical Discovery slides it tion TTT 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ax d 
Wood sts.. at 2:80 and 7:80 P. M, for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 


Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 


Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atoheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
F. M., at the town h 


Y all. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 
Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun, 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to TuE TRUrR BEEREB and Investí- 
gator are solicited. R. G. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street, 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall. Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Moralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meeta every Sunday in the Liberal reading-room 
hall at 2:30 p.m. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Sec. 


» BMITH, Cor. Sec. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:80 P. M., at 412 Nicollet 
ayo., Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
inn. J.F.Macomsenr,Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, Seo. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


d by discussion. Frie from 
abroad heartily welcome, nde 


BANELIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Leot- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. Frang Morse, Cor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 


eral Union 
Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 
and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parra 
Hal. Everybodv invited. Mrs. R. M. BEBRA, 
Pres.: J. H. MoWirLiAMS, Rec. Sec. 


The Walia Walla Lib: ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m, in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Origina 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is. at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A. W. OALDER, Bec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder sohool-honge. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to al. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. Rion, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL. Vice-Pres.; OHABLES SHEA, Sec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 
With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 


Price, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 


2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
on ig cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Slows af the Week. 


every newspaper article is opposed as re- 
atrictiv of the liberty of the press. 

Tug New York senate has enacted that all 
police justices be selected from lawyers, 
which is a delicate way of arranging that 
New York city justices—Tammany Catholics 
be able to read and write. 


the Be 
8v0, 957pp. 


rocco, 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Taz grip prevails 


again. 


Gen. Jor Jounson died 


on the 21st. 


LAWRENOE BARRETT 
died on the 20th. 


PRINOR JERcME BONA- 
PARTE died on the 17:h. 


WioErrA, Comanche, 
and Kechi Indians hav 
resumed ghost-dancing. 


Tre Farmers’ Alliance 
has as yet secured no 
legislation in Kansas or 
any other state. 


The Catskill, N. Y., 
jail holds two clergymen 
—Rev. Louis Woodruff, 
embezzler, and Rev. 
Harry George, seducer. 


Taree children of 
Daniel Doan, Springfield, 
Ia., hav died under min- 
istrations of two female 
Christian Science heal. 
ers, who hav fled. 


A Haoxensaog, N. J., 
school meeting, on the 
17h, dismissed Vice- 
principal Btone for saying 
“hell” before pupils. 
Rev. John Voorhis was 
elected a trustee. 


Miss SUSIE GILBERT, a 
Birmingham, Conn., 
gchool-teacher, made her 
pupils doff shamrocks 
and green ribbons on 8t. 
Patrick's day, and her 
dismissal is demanded 
by parents. 


CARDINAL JAOOB!NI at 
the Rt. Patrick's day ban- 
quet at Rome praised 
the religious propaganda of the Irish through 
the world. God,“ he said, is acting 


through the Irish people." 


To a protest of German Protestants against 
the Catholic chief chaplain of the army being 
ranked in court precedence before the Prot- 
estant, the press organ of the emperor re- 
plies: ‘‘ They meddle with what is in no way 
a matter of concern to them, and the govern- 
ment does not feel in the least disposed to 
alter its etiquet to please these goo gentle- 
men.” 


Rev. Dr. Brann said at the last weekly 
meeting of the Methodist Ministers’ Associa- 
tion of Chicago, in debate on tlie New 
Orleans tragedy, that there are circumstances 
in which lynching is justifiable. ‘‘I wish,” 
said he, a hundred thousand leading citizens 
in this city would rise up and put an end to 
some of the law-breaking that is going on 
here Sabbath desecration and Sunday sa. 
loons." 


Presipent MOGRATR of the Kansas Farm- 
ers’ Alliance says that the Alliance in the 
future will depend more on business manage- 
ment than on politics. ‘* Through our organ- 
ization,” says he, ‘we are in a position to 
know where every bushel of marketable 
grain in the four states is to be found. When 
trere is a rise in the market we will only sell 
enough grain to satisfy the demand, and thus 
‘prevent the speculators from getting control. 
We will fix a price which will giv us a fair 
profit and Only sell at that price.” 


IsTEREST is directed to the painting being 
finished by the German artist Max Horn, of 
Columbus before the Council of Salamanca." 
Columbus, a forlorn and disappointed man, 
has his rapt gaze seemingly endeavoring to 
pierce futurity and his arms stretched after 
some imaginary elusiv object. There is a 
provoking smile on the face of the fat monk 
in front. Another, pressing a Bible to his 
breast, wears a smile of contemptuous pity. 
An elderly bearded monk is touching his 
forehead with two fingers, as if to emphasize 
the general estimate of the visionary. 


ITrAriANS both at home and in this land con 
tinue indignant at the New Orleans lynching. 
Some of them say that they forbore sending 
gunboats to the Mississippi only because of 
former friendliness with this nation. They 
are holding indignation meetings in our 
cities, and Hemant the trial of the lynchers at 
Washington. Secretary Blaine awaits answer 
from the governor of Louisiana. Judge 
Marr, of New Orleans, has charged the 
grand jury to investigate. Italy may be 
offered indemnity. Parkinson, leader of the 
lynchers, has received what purports to be a 
Mafia warning, but is not alarmed, as the 
slightest injury to him would cause the wip- 
ing out of about all the Italians in the iy 


cos AND RELIGIONS | WOR 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


Tux proposed law requiring a signature to | Vol. I, Give a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, th t 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo, Ralle i Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
gio 


^ |. AND REFORMERS. 


Ghost, New Schoola of 


tists, eto. (who were not Oh 


8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; mor., g- e., $4.60, 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


LD’S SAGES, THINKERS, ' 


Biographies of 200 of the Leading Philosophers. 
Teachers, Skeptios, Innovators, Founders of 
hought, Eminent Soien- 
1 7 ristiang), 
us Syateme of the Word. Trom the time of Menu to the pres- 
Cloth, $3 per vol.; the z 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7 
gilt edges, 


38 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


iens of Though. 


Hoop an aaa in rev’rend purple, 
So you can hide his two ambitious ears, 


And he shall pass for a cathedral doctor. 
Hen Jonson. . 


Epvoation is the only interest worthy the 
deep, controling anxiety of the thoughtful 
man.— Wendell Phillips. 


I am ashamed to think 
how easily we capitulate 
to badges and names, to 
large societies and dead 
institutions.— Zmerson. 


Tue past has no claim 
to infallibility any more 
than the present.— . 
Gtubbss Constitutional 
History. k MORS 

How strange and sad 
is the laxity with which 
men, in these days, auf- 
fer the most inconsistent 
opinions to lie jumbled 
lazily together in their 
mir ds 1— Coleridge. 


Human thought has 
grown ; science has in- 
creased ; men think more 
and believe less; men 
hav found that the moral 
doctrins of Jesus meant 
moral suicide; the af. 
fairs of this world engage 
their attention, instead of 
the affairs of the next— 
in a word, so-called 
Christianity has changed 
into Rationalism, while 
still retaining the old 
name.— Arthur B. Moss, 


Wao spreads knowl- 
edge dispenses alms to 
the ignorant; and who 
possesses it, attains the 
veneration and good-will | 


of all. Knowledge en- 


THE RAVENS BRING ELIJAH SOME REFRESHMENTS. 


A 


DSS 


j] 


Calendar for 1891, 


1890, - 


trated, - 


j| 5 SS) Ceca 


[m] 


And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread an 
of the brook.—1 Kings xvii, 6 


Truth Seeker Annua 


Freethought in the United States, 


Story of the Year Abroad, 


Some Alaskan Myths. Ida C. Crad- 
dock, Corresponding Secretary of 
the American Secular Union, IIlus · 
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ables its possessor to dis. 
tinguish what is forbid- 
den from what is not; 
it is our friend 
in the desert, our society 
in solitude; our compan- 
ion when far away from 
Dur homes; it guides us to happiness; it sus- 
tains us in misery; it raises us in the estima- 
tion of friends; it serves us as an armor 
against our enemies.— Mohammed . 


WnaT do you think endures? 

Do you think a great city endures ? 

Or a teeming manufacturing state? or a pre. 
pared constitution? or the best built 
steamships ? 

Or hotels of granit and iron? or any chef- 
d'euvres of engineering, forts, arma. 
ments? . e e ` 


The place where a great city stands is not the 
place of stretched wharves, docks, man- 
ufactures, deposits of produce merely, 

Nor the place of ceaseless salutes of new- 
comers or the anchor-lifters of the de- 
parting, 

Nor the place of the tallest and costliest build- 
ings or shops selling goods from the rest 
of the earth, 

Nor the place of the best libraries and schools, 
nor the place where money is plentiest, 

Nor the place of the most numerous popula- 
tion. - 


Where the city stands with the brawniest 
breed of orators and bards, 

Where the city stands that is beloved by 
these, and loves them in return and un- 
derstands them, 

Where no monuments exist to heroes but in 
the common words and deeds, ` 
Where thrift is in its place, and prudence ig 

in its place, 

Where the men and women think lightly of 
the laws, 

Where the slave ceases, and the master of 
slaves ceases, 

Where the populace rise at once against the 
never-ending audacity of elected persons, 

Where fierce men and women pour forth as 
the sea to the whistle of death pours its 
sweeping and unript waves, 

Where outside authority enters always after 
the precedence of inside authority, f 

Where the citizen is always the head and 
ideal, and president, mayor, governor 
and what not, are agents for pay, 

Where children are taught to be laws to 
themselvs, and to depend on themeelvs, 

Where equanimity is illustrated in affairs, 

Where speculations on the soul are en- 
couraged, 

Where women walk in public processions in 
the streets the same as the men, 

Where they enter the public assembly and 
take places the same as the men; 

Where the city of the faithfulest friends 
stands, f 

Where the city of the cleanliness of the sexes 
stands, f 

Where the city of the healthiest fathers 
stands, 

Where the city of the best-bodied mothers 
stands, 

There the great city stands. 

es Walt Whitman, 


Vol. 18. No. 14. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.} 


HOUGHT AN 


Entered at the Post-Office at Mew York. N. Y., &3 Second ciae KRIAR. 


New York, Saturday, April 4, 1891. 


D REFORM. 


f 28 LAFAYETTE PL. $8.00 per year. 


ATTN 


100 i MANH / 110 % 
, D 


y 


FATHER TIM 


—— —— 

A — 
= S 7] 
— — — 

— — 


— 
— 
=, 


Hotes and Clippings. 


A FRENOBH law has just been enacted, limit- 
ing the hours of labor for women and chil- 
dren during the day and forbidding their 
working by night. This law imposes on all 
industries the obligation to giv one day of 
rest in seven to women and children. The 
amendment proposed requiring -that that 
day of reat should be Sunday was voted 
down, but doubtless Sunday will be the day 
chosen by the employers. 


% W don’t want any Catholic party in this 
country. American sense of justice will 
produce the only party we require on that 
score in the United States."— The Catholic 
Union and Times. Just £0; the Roman 
Catholics are too sharp at present to advo- 
cate a Catholic party," especially as long 
as they can hold the balance of power in the 
great political parties. But we warn them 
to quit meddling with the political parties, 
by which they are securing to themselvs 
large sums of the people’s money and other 
state patronage. They must puta full stop 
to this system of robbery, otherwise there 
will be an anti-Catholic party formed in this 
country, to the grief of Romanists.—Amert. 
can Baptist. 


SEVERAL cases of clerical bigotry and intol- 
erance hav recently disgraced the Established 
Church of Eogland. The vicar of a Devon- 
shire charge declined on a recent Sunday to 
proceed with the service till a lady member 
of the choir had left the church ; the only 
ground alleged for this extraordinary act was 


that the lady had attended a mission service 
at a Wesleyan chapel. Another case is that 
where the rector of Barmouth refused per- 
mission to allow a lady,a member of the 
Welsh Calvinist Methodist church, to be bur- 
ied in the same grave as her late husband. 
The third instance is perhaps the most de- 
plorable of all. The fact that Rev. H. Mar- 
riott, a clergyman licensed as a preacher in 
the diocese of Exeter, had been attending 
services at a Baptist chapel, was reported to 
the bishop. The bishop wrote a letter of in- 
quiry to Mr. Marriott, who replied that, in 
his endeavor to obey the divine command, 
he thankfully united with all branches of ev- 
angelical worship. The episcopal reply to 
this very laudable confession was a prompt 
demand that Mr, Marriott should resign his 
license to preach in the diocese. 


Tar Paris correspondent of the London 
Times writes: Opponents of the separation 
of church and state in France hav frequently 
declaimed against the absence of ceremonial 
pomp in civil marriages. They pointed with 
pride to the splendor, or at least the stateli- 
ness, with which the Roman, Jewish, and 
even Protestant rites surrounded hymeneal 
unions, and they scouted as absurd and gro- 
tesque the efforts of M. le Maire and his aco- 
lytes to make official weddings successful 
from an esthetic point of view. The laugh 
has now been turned against the church peo- 
ple by the Freethinkers and Iconoclasts, for 
an imposing marriage service has been per- 
formed in the mayor's office of the Third 
Ward or Temple district of Paris, the civil 
ceremony taking place to the sounds of ap- 
propriate music. The grand or central stair- 


case of the Mairie was ornamented with 
shrubs and flowers. There was & gorgeous 
usher, who did duty for a Bumble, and pre- 
ceded the bridal procession to the Salle des 
Fétes, a real organ pealing forth the while 
the jubilant strains of Mendelssohn's ** Wed- 
ding March." A rich carpet which was laid 
down along the part of the floor to be trav- 
ersed by the bride, bridegroom, and their 
friends must also be noticed, as well as the 
lights which glimmered over thescene. The 
nuptial knot was tied in the Salle des Fó:es, 
the entry of M. le Maire, girt with his tri- 
color sash of office, being duly heralded in 
imposing tones byan usher. A brief hyme- 
neal homily was then addressed to the happy 
pair by the municipal functionary; a mad- 
rigal and a serenade were played by an or- 
chestra, while the demoiselles and garcons 
d'honneur made & collection for the poor as 
in church. The wedding being concluded, 
the organist once more set to work and 
evolved from his pipes the coronation march 
from Meyerbeer’s ** Propké‘e.” 


Ar the trial of Carey Warburton for smash. 
ing the Bougereau painting, this hypothetical 
question was put: Suppose the case of a 
young man about the sge of the defendant, 
who, when a boy, was fond of solitude; who 
frequently talked on the subject of religion 
and contemplated entering the ministry ; 
who one time wrote a letter to hfs uncle, then 
his guardian, on the subject of religion, for 
the purpose of converting the uncle to his 
own views on that subject; who expressed 
himself as being an enthusiast on the subject 
of religion, as his father vas said to hav been; 
the trend of whose mind is toward religious 
subjects; who, for more than a year past, 


has been in the habit of talking a great deal 
on the subject of woman’s purity, at times 
being considerably agitated when discussing 
such subjects; whose mind dwells on such 
subjects with more or less constancy for 
about half his time, but who has had lucid 
intervals during the last year aggregating 
about one-half the time, but who, even while 
his mind is dwelling upon the subjects 
named, was able to do and attend to busi- 
ness; who, in December last, on being 
brought in close personal contact with an oi] 
painting of a nude, life-sized woman with a 
number of cupids about her, on exhibition in 
an art gallery, in the presence of a number 
of persons, seized a chair and hurled it 
against and through the painting and who 
immediately set the chair upon the floor, 
coolly walked away, saying he did the act for 
the protection of woman’s virtue; whose 
grandfather for a time seemed not to know 
anybody or anything, and while in that state 
occasionally put a Bible on a stand, saying, 
‘ We are going to hava prayer meeting soon; 
Christ is now out in the field husking corn; 
whose father would occasionally in railway 
cars, standing upon one of the seats therein 
upon his knees, read extracts from Sweden- 
borgian literature and deliver exhortations 
thereon to persons present in the cars, who 
once loaned a book on the subject of Sweden- 
borgianism to a neighbor to read it, and 
would himself go and get it once or twice a 
day, and who was killed by shooting himself 
with a revolver; &n uncle of whom was 
known to preach 8 sermon in the forenoon 
and steal a horse in the afternoon; and state 
whether in your opinion the young man de- 
scribed in the question is or is not sane.” 


The jury disagreed. 
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Communications. 


Liberalism and Mysticism. 


Ostensibly the object of the Liberal organization 
is to secure from the federal, state, and territorial 

overnments the concession of the Nine Damands of 
Liberalism. These Demands, as the readers of Tux 
TRU TH Seeker are all aware, require the taxation of 
church property, the repeal of all Sunday laws and 
blasphemy laws, ete., intending thereby to completely 
secularize the state. 


Yet there is perhaps not a reader of this paper 


who does not intuitivly recognize that these Nine 
Demands are not sufficiently comprehensiv to consti- 
tute a working basis for the American Secular Union ; 
that, in fact, they do not express the actuating prin- 
ciples of the organization nor its evident purpose. 
To secure the recognition of these Nine Demands by 
the ordinary methods of political reform is clearly 
hopeless, for it is an evident fact that the reform em- 
bodied in the Nine Demands can be procured only 
when a sufficient number of the people hav been 


sufficiently emancipated from the direct and indirect. 


influence of the church, and the Jesuitical practices 
of the church hav been met and foiled. Take, for 
example, the taxing of church property. It is use- 
less to reason with the Christian portion of the pop- 
ulation that in exempting church property from tax- 
ation an unjust tax is thereby imposed upon non- 
Christian taxpayers, who are thus compelled to sup- 
port private corporations to whose principles and 
purposes they are diametrically opposed ; for in so 
doing we merely appeal to the Ohristian’s sense.of 
honor and justice, which is the very quality that in 
the Ohristian is conspisuously absent. In the his- 
tory of centuries what instance hav we of the Chris- 
tian church dealing generously, justly, or honorably 
with her opponents? The foundation dogmas of 
Christianity are the very acme of injustice, and their 
vitiating effect is shown too clearly in the Jesuitical 
craftiness, hypocrisy, and intolerance of the devotees 
of that faith. 

In its real work the Liberal organization is the 
avowed combatant of Ohristianity, and in making the 
Nine Demands it merely throws down the gauntlet. 
Now, while entirely in sympathy with the objects 
of the Liberals, it seems fo me that the society is too 
limited in its scope, having no proper conception of 
the real nature of religion, and no adequate estimate 
of the power wielded by the chürch. It is commonly 
held that man has evolved from lower forms of life, 
and that in progressing from the savage to the civil- 
ized state he has created the baseless superstitions of 
religion. According to this theory the present is an 
era of greater knowledge and civilization than any 
that hav preceded it. Now, the stubborn: facts of 
history and philology directly oppose this supposi- 
tion. As far back in history as man can be traced 
he was as perfect as he is now. The languages of 
savage peoples are all the corrupted forms of nobler 
language, and savages, instead of moving upward 
to civilization, are moving downward to inevitable 
extinction. The most perfect language, and, in fact, 
the only scientific one, on earth is the oldest of all 
known languages, Sanskrit. Tracing the origin of 
Christianity, we find it was stolen from the Greek 
and Jewish religions, and that these had come from 
the religion of Egypt, which in turn had been derived 
from Aryavarta, or ancient India. Turning, then, to 
ancient India, we find a language so marvelously per- 
fect that Attic Greek is poor in comparison with it, a 
language embodying the science of sound, and upon 
which the whole of modern philology is based. It 
is, in fact, the key to all other languages, even to the 
English. Its extant literature is so voluminous that 
a lifetime is too short for its perusal, and it comprises 
poetry, philosophy, mathematics, etc., which reveal a 
higher state of civilization than we hav at this time. 
Greek, Latin, and modern languages contain nothing 
that will compare for grandeur, splendor, and depth 
with the philosophy of the Sanskrit. Here, then, is 
the original source of all systems of religion and 
philosophy, sciences, and arts; where Homer drank 
inspiration, where the Arabians obtained their mathe- 
matics and engineering ;* the Ohaldeans and Egyp- 
tians their astronomy; Hermes, Pythagoras, Plato, 
and Ammonius Sacoas f their philosophy; and here 
we find a key not merely to the origin and true mean- 
ing of religion but also to the secret mystic doctrins 
underlying every religion, taught only to the initiated 
few and never to the multitude. Here we find that 


*The so-called ** Arabic” notation is derived from the 
Sanskrit, the Sanskrit being almost the same as those we use 
in the present day. Arabic is written from right to left, but 
in ancient Arabic manuscripts the figures are written from 
left to right as in the Sanskrit, showing clearly that they 
were borrowed from the latter. Engineering is called hindi 
in all Arabic languages, and so of all Arabic words relating 
to mathematics. 


+ Pythagoras is recorded by the Greeks as having visited 
India. He is mentioned in Sanskrit writings as Yaranachara, 
. the Greek teacher. Ammonius’s disciple, Plotinus, also 
went to India with the Roman emperor Gordian. The phi- 
losophy of Pythagoras, Plato, and Ammonius is identical 
with that of the Vedantins and Buddhists. 


religion, instead of being the mere growth of super- 
stition in the minds of savages, taken advantage of 
by a self-constituted priesteraft, is in fact but the 
lingering and degraded memory of the science of the 
ancient world, and that evolution, instead of being a 
straight line of progress, travels in cycles, like the 
earth itself in its cyclic path around the sun, having 
its days and nights, its winters and summers. And 
according to the Hindus, humanity has been in its 
dark age since 3102 B o. 
‘Underlying the apparent absurdities of all religious 
myths are real truths, but of all Christian denomina- 
tions the OCatholie alone has retained anything like 
the res! meanings of the symbols and myths they 
hav preserved. In every case the true meaning is 
concealed, yet in the Sanskrit Vedas, Uparrishads, 
the Bhagavat-Giti or Song Celestial; in the magic 
incantations on the clay tablets of Chaldea; in the 
Egyptian Book of the Dead, Sphinx, and pyramids ; 
in the Jewish Talmud and the Kabala; in the book 


of Job (which is an Egyptian and not a Hebrew 


work); in the Apocalypse of St. John; in the para- 
bles snd sayings of Jesus; in the veiled writings of 
Pythagoras, of Plato, of the Neo-Platonists and 
Gnostios, of Paracelsus and the other fire-worshipers 
of Germany, are traces of the science of the ancients 
—a science which began where our modern science 
stops bs ffled and despairing. The priests and ma- 
gicians of old possessed & knowledge of forces in 
nature and powers in man wholly unknown to mod- 
ern science. To illustrate this: Among the frag- 
ments preserved of Egyptian art is a picture of a 
large Anubis standing beside a sick man stretched 
upon a couch, and in the act of making passes 
over him, with one hand raised above his head and 
the other placed upon his breast, showing that 
what we call mesmerie or magnetic healing was 
known to the ancient Egyptians. The clay tablets 
unearthed at Nineveh show that the Ohaldeans 
also understood this art perfectly. Yet it is only 
of late that the fact of mesmerism has been ad- 
mitted by our modern scientists. Indeed, our sci- 
entists had hardly stopped laughing at the super- 
stitions of witchcraft, magic, and sorcery when 
mesmerism and that mesmeric process technically 
termed hypnotism became proved facts, and several 
European countries hav already passed laws against 
employing hypnotism for evil purposes. One can 
learn more concerning magnetism from Pataujali’s 
Yoga Aphorisms, an old Sanskrit work, than from all 
the modern books on mesmerism ever published. 
Again, the Spiritualists are aware of certain phenom- 
ena ou$ of the ordinary run of nature, showing the 
action of forces unknown to modern seience. The 
phenomena of Spiritualism marked a certain point in 
a minor cycle of evolution, now about closed. Such 
a cyclic termination is mentioned even in the Bible 
(vide Joel ii, 28, et seg). 

The dabblers in ** magie" are already many in tbis 
country, and during the coming years much evil will 
surely be done by them, through “mesmerism,” 
which is the key to what is commonly called “ magic.“ 
“There are several remarkable cycles that come to 
a close at the end of this century. First, the 5,000 
years of the Kaliyug cycle [the ‘dark age’ of the 
Hindüs, the ‘iron age’ of the Greek occultists] ; 
again, the messianic cycle of the Samaritan (also 
Kabalistic) Jews of the man connected with Pices 
(Iehthys or ‘ Fisherman,’ Pag.) It is a cycle his- 
toric and not very long, but very occult, lasting about 
2,155 solar years, but having a true significance only 
when computed by lunar months. It occurred 2410 
and 255 Bo., or when the equinox entered into the 
sign of the Ram, and again into that of the Pices. 
When it enters, in a few years, the sign of Aquarius, 
psychologists will hav some extra work to do, and 
the psychic idiosyncrasies of humanity will enter on 
a great change” (Mme. Blavatsky, Esoteric Obar- 
acter of the Gospels), . 

Observe that I am not attempting to throw any 
light upon what the secret science of the mystics is, 
for I would not do so if I could. I desire only to 
suggest that religions are derived from ancient 
science, which partially explains the hold they hav 
upon mankind, and which they would not hav if they 
were the mere outgrowth of savage minds; that the 
priesthood hav a thorough knowledge of the weak- 
nesses of human nature, and skilfully mold their 
church services, rituals, ceremonies, efc. so as to 
take advantage of the weaknesses ; and that the order 
of Jesuits retains a knowledge of the subtle forces of 
nature employed in magic, and by which they wield 
a greater influence over humanity than would be 
deemed possible by anyone who has never investi- 
gated such forces; and that such organizations as 
the Liberal League hav not examined sufficiently 
into the real nature of religion, and are therefore 
engaged in fighting a foe of whose real strength and 
secret resources they hav not even dreamed. 

Of late years considerable interest has been 
aroused in mystic literature, and the works of the 
mystics from Plato to Robert Fludd hav been 
largely studied, and from the mere surface mean- 
ing of these works all sorts of absurd systems 
hav grown up, of which perhaps the shallowest and 
craziest is the “mind cure,” or, as it is also called, 


“Esoteric Christianity,“ Christian Science,” ete. 
Now, as a matter of fact, every mystic book ever 
written, from the earliest Sanskrit works to the 
writings of Mme. H. P. Blavatsky, is so written as 
to conceal its real meaning from everyone who has 
not the secret key, and to one who has caught even 
the faintest glimpse of this hidden meaning nothing 
could be more absurd than the theories extracted 
from such books by the Christian Science people. 

However, to those who hav never pursued the sub- 
ject of mysticism, it may be interesting to briefly 
consider one of the maxims of the mysties, Man is 
the microcosm of the macrocosm”—that is, man is 
a miniature of the universe. Remember that our 
modern scientists regard all forces as “modes of 
motion” or “vibration.” Light, heat, sound, ete., 
are wave-vibrations. Also that the scientists are 
tending to the belief that matter and force are ul- 
timately identical. Now, just as every religion has 
its trinity, so has Modern Science, namely, matter, 
force, causation, and Modern Science inclines to the 
belief that these three are one. Is it not clear that 
the dogmatic statement of the religious trinity in 
unity is a degenerate statement of an ancient scien- 
tific fact? Let us call this trinity matter, force, and 
the universal mind. : 

According to the mystics, the universe, though 
eternal, has its periods of waking and sleeping, or of 
manifestation and unmanifestation, or in Sanskrit 
Manvantara and Pralaya. Imagin, if it be possible, 
the universe during Pralaya, or repose; no sunm, 
worlds, or manifested life. The Greeks called it 
chaos, the depth, the abysm; the Hindü mystics 
called it Mula.prakriti; in all religions it is the im- 
maculate virgin—Isis of the Egyptians, Diana and 
Venus of the Greeks and Romans, Mary of the 
Catholics, a word also signifying the sea; modern 
science would esll it undifferentiated cosmic matter. 
In the universal mind the idea of the universe slum- . 
bers. The period for manifestation comes, and the 
sacred word (the Logos, the Christ, vide John 
i, 1-6) goes forth from the universal mind; it is the 
Verbum, the Vach, the creativ vibration, force, the 
second member of the trinity, and setting in motion 
the cosmic matter it establishes centers of energy, 
suns and their systems. 

In the astral light the seer perceives whirling 
spots of light, from mere dots to great giches. 
They are centers of energy—so-called “ elementals,” 
and are semi intelligent when highly developed 
“ gnomes,” “fairies,” “nymphs,” etc., when they st- 
tain to forms. Such centers of force in the macro- 
cosm are suns, from which emanate all life and force 
in the solar systems. What is commonly called the 
“soul” of man is such a center of energy in the astral 
light, and constitutes the “ elemental self,” the animal 
or“ carnal man. The vibration that created it is the 
Christ principle,” and the eternal idea in the uni- 
versal mind is the immortal spirit, the ¿rue gelf, the 
“father which art in heaven.” l 

Man before the evolution of his physical body was 
a sphere in motion, according to esoteric philosophy. 
Plato describes primitiv man as a globe; the Egyp- 


tians represented him as a winged globe, the sears- 


beus” or winged beetle. The center of this sphere 
is the heart, where there is a spot of light. (just as 
shown in the Catholic pictures of Christ) From 
this center proceeded the evolution of the physical 
body, or rather, at first the magnetic or astral or psy- 
chic or soul body (spoken of by St. Paul), and then, by 
progressiv materialization, the physical body. The 
astral form is the pattern for the physical, and has 
sometimes been vaguely cognized by those having 
an arm or leg amputated. 

~ As the universe (the macrocosm) has its periods of 
manifestation and unmanifestation, so has man (the 
microcosm); he swings like a pendulum between the 
objectiv and the subjectiv, “earth” and “ heaven.” 
Physical death is the end of the swing in the objec- 
tiv; the physical body dies and the magnetic body, 
and then astral sphere, is dissolved into the “ soul of 
the world” or astral light, and the ego exists in the 
subjectiy state. Naught of the late individual can 
survive the dissolution save that which by reason of: 
its pure nature is drawn into and becomes assimi- 
lated with the Christ principle (the higher ego) and! 
this is the foundation of the vicarious atonement, so: 
degraded by its dead-letter interpretation. Again 
the ego swings back to the objectiv, forming anew 
the astral sphere and the physical body, and thus 
another incarnation is accomplished. 

Man, being a trinity of: the idea from the univer- 
sal mind, the magnetic sphere, and the physical 
body, and being the product of all the forces of the 
universe, is called the microcosm of the macrocosm. 
Again, as his magnetic sphere is but an individuali- 
zation of the one substance of the universe from 
which if is not severed, it is also asserted by the 
mystics that the microcosm and the macrocosm are 
one. “Man is therefore the quintessence of all the 
elements, and a son of the universe, or a copy in 
miniature of its soul, and everything that exists or 
takes place in the universe, exists or may take place 
in the constitution of man. The congeries of forces 
and essences making up the constitution of what we 
call man, is the same as the congeries of forces and 
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powers that on an infinitly larger scale is called the 
universe, and everything in the universe reflects it- 
self in man, and may come to his consciousness ; and 
this circumstance enables a man who knows himself 
to know the universe and to perceive not only that 
which exists invisibly in the universe, but to foresee 
and prophesy future events. On this intimate rela- 
tionship between the universe and man depends the 


harmony by which the infinit becomes intimately 


connected. with the finite, the immeasurably great 
with the small. It is the golden chain of Homer, or 
the Platonic ring (Paracelsus). 

The descent of spirit into matter and its return is 
told allegorically in the parable of the prodigal son, 
who takes his portion, goes to a far country, and 
finally returns, enriched with experience, to the mys- 
tio house of the father.” Taken as a literal story, 
as it is by the Christians, the parable is immoral, but 
this hidden meaning lies beyond the scope of theol- 
ogy. Similar concealed meanings are in all the par- 
ables, for, as stated in the Bible, Jesus taught openly 
to his disciples, but spoke in parables to the multi- 
tudes, explaining the parables to his disciples after- 
ward. His death would seem to indicate that even 
he “cast pearls before swine” too liberally. 

“In every mythos there is a logos,” said the 
Greeks; that is, in every myth there is a meaning. 
It is useless to ignore this. By devoting themselvs 
to the study of these meanings Liberals will make 
better progress in ridding the world of dogmatic 
religion than by ridiculing the sublime mythology 
of the ancients as the fairy tales of semi-savages. 

As to the “Esoteric Christians” who hav so ter- 
ribly mangled the surface meanings of mystic books, 

- I dread them more than the exotetic Ohristians ” 
who are content with the dead “letter that killeth.” 

In combating dogmatic religions let us constantly 
keep in mind that no bitterness against individuals 
should ever enter our hearts. Considering each in- 
dividual as a unit of consciousness in the universe, 
an immortal idea of the universal mind, passing 
through the great cycle of existence, let us aid each 
other toward the light, not blaming others who 
are blinder than ourselvs, for nature knows 
we are all blind enough. We are truly prodigal 
sons, and the husks upon which the swine feed 
are not particularly palatable even to Obristians 
who pretend a great relish for them. We are all of 
us—Ohristians, Freethinkers, Spiritualists, and Ma- 
terialiste—prisoned in the house of Mahamaya, the 
great Illusionist; and while I hav no creed or sys- 
tem of belief to urge upon anyone, allow me to sug- 

. gest that much of the great mystery of life and death 
. may be rendered clear by an earnest and thorough 
study of ancient science and philosophy; and that, 
in the words of its profoundest modern expositor 
(Madam H. P. Blavatsky, Origin of Evil”): “The 
reasonableness of conscious existence can be proved 
by the study of the primeval—now esoteric—philos- 
ophy. And it says there is neither death nor life, 
for both are illusions ; being (or be-ness) is the only 
reality. This paradox was repeated thousands of 
ages later by one of the greatest physiologists 
that ever lived. Life is Death, said Olaude Ber- 
nard. The organism livs because its parts are ever 
dying. The survival of the fittest is surely based 
on this truism. The life of the superior whole re- 
quires the death of the inferior, the death of the 
parts depending on and being subservient to it. 
Aud as life is death, so death is life, and the whole 
great cycle of lives form but One Existence—the 
worst day of which is on our planet. He who 
knows will make the best of it. For there is a 
dawn for every being, when once freed from illu- 
sion and ignorance by Knowledge; and he will at 
last proclaim in truth and al? consciousness to Ma- 
hamaya: 
* Broken my house is, and the ridge-pole split! 


Delusion fashioned it ! 
Safe pass I thence—deliverance to obtain.” 


J. M. Pryse, Fellow Theosophical Society. 


St ——— — 
The Women Are Advancing. 


Oaly a few years ago, women, wives, and daughters 
in New Jersey were the property of the husband and 
father. To-day, what is the position of women in 
this state? They are no longer property; but they 
stand on the broad platform of republican equality 
with the opposit sex, except in two or three respects. 
They now are allowed to go to the ballot-box and 
vote for the election of certain officers. Here, in the 
Oranges, women turned out by the hundreds to vote 
at the elections of school commissioners. In the 
near future women will appear at municipal, town, 
and state elections, all saddled and bridled and 
armed for the contest, holding in their business-like 
grasp : 
A weapon that comes down as still 

As snowflakes fall upon the sod, 

Yet executes a freeman’s will, 

As lightning does the will of God; 
Nor from its force shall bars and locks ` 
Prevent them— tis the ballot-box. 


“Behold what Christianity has done for the eleva- 
tion of women,” bigoted Christians exclaim. There 


never was a blacker and wickeder falsehood. Chris- 
tianity has not done so much as to lift one’s little 
finger for the elevation and improvement of women. 
Ohristianity, and all the Protestant clergy, would 
hav kept women forever and ever in servil subjection 
and cruel subordination. Obristianity says tnat “a 
woman’s province is home and to bear children.” 
So said old St. Paul, the accepted exponent of Chris- 
tianity. Read what this old celibate has written in 
his Epistles of the Oorinthians: “I suffer not a 
woman fo speak. It is a shame for a woman to 
speak in the church. If she would know anything, 
Li her inquire of her | wooden-headeà] husband at 
ome." ; 

Only a few years ago, in the Presbyterian church, 
in which I was an honored deacon, an excellent wo- 
man, prompted by the exuberance of love to God 
and love to men, arose to tell of her cheering ex- 
perience. Before she had uttered one sentence the 
domineering parson arose and, in a commanding 
tone of voice, said: “Sit down, Mrs. Corwin! You 
are not allowed to speak here! I well recollect the 
first time that the subject of a female prayer-meeting 
was introduced.. The clergy, and the officers of the 
church, all said that could never be allowed unless 
the pastor, or a deacon, could be present to lead the 
exercises and to see that they did everything de- 
cently and in order, and did not gossip and fall out 
and pull each other's hair and spit in each other's 
faces. I know about all these facts. The wife of a 
near neighbor was accustomed to read a chapter in 
the Bible daily at her own home and pray to God. 
The Protestant clergy thought that was not allow- 
able. But they did not see how the grave impro- 
priety could be obviated. So they all concluded 
that they would hav to bow in meek submission to 
the inexorable fiat of him who doeth all things for 
his own glory. ; 

The illustrious Jonathan Edwards, a zealous ex- 


ponent of Presbyterianism, was one of my maternal 


ancestors. I used to think he was one of the great- 
est men that ever lived. But now I do not cherish 
his memory nor hold his writings in respectful esti- 
mation. He had six beautiful daughters, all of 
attractiv form and symmetry, and all of whom were 
not less than six feet in stature. To show how obe- 
dient his wife and daughters were, the fact has been 
handed down by tradition, that when the great expo- 
nent of Presbyterianism entered the apartment where 
any or all of them were engaged in any employment, 
they all rose and stood in silence until their liege 
lord waved his monarchical hand for them to be 
seated. (His biographer refused to publish an 
account of such an impressiv exhibition of the efforis 
of modern Ohristianity to elevate women from a do- 
mestic condition of menial slaves and social serfdom.) 
“Oh, see! Lo! Behold what Christianity has 
done for the elevation of women !" 

Only a few years ago, in the far-famed city of 
churches—Brooklyn, L. I., contiguous to New York 
city—the Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler allowed a woman 
to talk (nof to preach) in his church, concerning the 
love of God. Well, what was the harm or impropri- 
ety in allowing & well-educated female to talk to her 
sisters on the great theme of love to God and love 
to man? Why, the whole clergy rose up in a rage; 
and they hauled Brother Ouyler up before a terrify- 
ing tribunal and affrighted the timid divine in a ter- 
rible manner. Sleep departed from his languid 
eyes, and his knees became weak as water, at the 
forbidding contemplation of the outlook. that the 


doors of the paradise of heaven were to be closed | 


forever against him for allowing a woman to speak 
in his church, in palpable violation of the command 
of St. Paul and in bold defiance of the regulations 
of the Presbyterian church. I cannot suppress a 
hearty laugh at the contemplation of Brother Ouyler. 
When he began to hear the roaring flames and to 
smell brimstone, he fell on his knees and begged for 
mercy and promised, * by all that is in heaven above 
or in the earth beneath, or in the waters under the 
earth, that he never would allow another woman to 
open her mouth in his parish.” That is the way 
Ohristianity has elevated women. Whenever one 
attempted to rise in the scale of being, the stento- 
rian voice of every sky-pilot and subordinate official 
would be heard: “Sitdown! Putherout! Women 
are not allowed to speak nor to teach!“ But women 
hav broken the ecclesiastical yoke of serfdom and 
hav cast it off in spite of Ohristianity. The irresist- 
ible force of environments, the amazing evolution of 
free thought, free speech, and a free press, the 
unfoldings of the mysterious webs in the universe of 
matter, the opening of boundless fields of scientific 
thought and philosophic investigation (and not 
Christianity), hav given to woman an immortal soul 
(which primitiv Christianity denied her). The 
cheering triumphs of mind over matter all hav sided 
women to rise to a free, independent, and glorious 
womanhood. 

Now, a few bed-rock facts will suffice. Only a 
few years ago wives were bought and sold for money 
in New Jersey or bartered for merchandise. I hav 
in mind two instances in which the husbands sold 
each his wife; one for the paltry sum of $10. But 
the Revised Statutes of New Jersey, now in force, 


recognizs the rights of woman, married or single, to 
possess property, to buy and sell, to sue at law and 
be sued in any court, to draw her own documents 
and plead her own case and make her own arguments, 
whether she has a husband or not. Bigots who 
could not keep women longer in the capacity of me- 
nial slaves now clap their hands and exclaim: “See 


‘what Ohristianity has done for oppressed and down- 
‘tredden woman!” 


Immortal truth says: “Behold 
what Freethought and science hav accomplished !” 
As chainless waves majestic roll 
When tempests sweep the sea, 


Bo, with a high and bondless soul, 
. She is, and will be, free. 


Orange, N. J. Szreno E. Topp. 
l — 
Exemption from Taxation. 


ATTENTION OF THE OITY OOUNOIL OALLED. TO THE OON: 


STITUTION. 
‘Eprror Press Times: At a meeting of the house of 


delegates March 12:h the corporation counsel sub- 
mitted an opinion upon the petition of the House of 


the Good Shepherd for an exemption from taxation. 
The opinion holds that the property is not ex- 


emptied by law, but thai the city council may exempt 


the same if they so choose. 

The attention of the city council is respectfully 
called to the provision of our state constitution, 
Art. i, See. 2: “No public money or property shall 
be appropriated for or applied to any religious wor- 
ship, exercise, or instruction, or the support of any 


religious establishment.” 


Has the city council a right to giv the publie 
money outright to a religious or ecclesiastical body, 
to a missionary or tract society, or to & church? 

Is there any difference between releasing one from 
a debt of $10— which he is bound to pay—snd giv- 
ing him $10? 

Is there any difference between paying out money 
from the publie treasury and remitting taxes that 
would otherwise come into the public treasury ? 


To compel a man to furnish contributions of money for 
the propagation of opinions which he disbelieves is sinful 
and tyrannical. Be it therefore enacted by the general as- 
sembly that no man shall be compelled to frequent or sup- 
port any religious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever.— 
Thomas Jefferson, in general assembly of Virginia, 1'785. 

The divorce between church and state ought to be abso- 
lute. It ought to beso absolute that no church property 
anywhere in any state, or in the nation, should be exempt 
from equal taxation; for if you exempt the property of any 
church organization, to that extent you impose a tax upon 
the whole community.—P resident Garfield to Congress, June 
22, 1874. 

I would also call your sttention to the importance of 
correcting an eyil that, if permitted to continue, will prob- 
ably lead to great trouble before the close of the nineteenth 
century. It is the acquisition of vast amounts of untaxed 
church property. In 1850, I believe the church property of 
the United States, which paid no tax, municipal or state, 
amounted to $87,000,000. In 1860 the amount had doubled. 
In 1870 it was $354,483,587. . By 1900, without a check, it 
is safe to say this property will reach a sum exceeding $3,- 
000,000,000. So vast a sum receiving all the protection and 
benefits of government, without bearing its proportion of 
the burdens and expenses of the same, will not he looked 
upon acquiescently by those who hav to pay the taxes. 
The accumulation of so vast a property as here alluded 
to without taxation, may lead to sequestration without con- 
stitutional authority and through blood. I would suggest 
the taxation of property equally.— General Grants Mes. 
sage, 1875. 

When a religion is good, I conceive that it will support 
itself. When it cannot support itself, and God does not take 
care to support it, so its professors are obliged to call for 
help from the civil power, it is a sign, I apprehend, of its 
being a bad one.— Benjamin Franklin, Oct. 9, 1780 


Let right and justice prevail. Surely religionists 


should set the example of sustaining the laws of the 
state. C. B. Rzxxorps, Sec. W. S. U. 


In the letters to the board of aldermen, and the 
house of delegates, I added: 

It is quite impossible that it should be sny source 
of trouble or anxiety, either to the church, or the 
sisters of the House of the Good Shepherd, to raise 
the necessary amount to pay their honest dues; 
since they each and all hav such abounding faith in 
the blessed promises.” 

And the Lord said: If you had faith like unto a grain of 
mustard.seed you might say to this mulberry tree, Be thou 
rooted up, and be thou transplanted into the sea: and it 
would obey you.—Douay Bible, Luke xvii, 6. 

Ask and it shall be given you: seek and you shall find.— 
Douay Bible, Matt. vil, 7. 

If the prayer of faith can only receive answer 
when personal exertion is put forth, because the 
Lord works by means, then the attention of the good 
sisters is respectfully called to the method prescribed 
by Obrist, as the most proper and truly Christian . 
way to raise money to pay taxes. 

But that we may not scandalize them, go to the sea, and 
cast in hook: and that fish which shall come first up, take : 
and when thou hast opened its mouth, thou shalt find a sta- 
ter: take that and giv it to them for me and thee.— Douay 
Bible, Matt. xvii, 26. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

O. B. Reynoxps, 
Secretary Washington Secular Union. 
— — — 
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Attention, Auxiliaries ! 


The corresponding secretary of the American 
Sasular Union appeals to you for your help in form- 
ing & closer organization than at present exists be- 
tween yourrelvs and the parent society whose char- 

.ter you hold. If state secularization is ever to be- 
come anything much more than empty talk, it is 
absolutely neesssary thet Secularisis throughout the 
Uaiied States be welded together into one body. 

Whai is the etato of matters now? Some Free- 
thought society somawhere decides to become aux- 
iliary to the American Secular Union, sends on its 
five dollars charter fee, receives in return its charter, 
sundry pamphlets for missionary work, and a letter 
of suggestions from the secretary of the national 
society. Tais is the beginning; and this, alas! is al- 
most slways the end. In vain may the secretary 
entreab that such auxiliaries keep up the communica. 
tion with the national society; in vain may she beg 
for monthly reports of the work done along the lines 
of state secularization; in vain may she remind them 
that the national society has a right to expect such 
auxiliaries to aid it by financial contributions, or by 
siv missionary work, or by both. Indeed, as to 

' fiaaneial aid, the following list of those societies 
which hav contributed since I became correspond- 
ing secretary will show the state of the case better 
than will a column of argument: 

Nov., 18%; Linesville, Pa., Liberal League, through 

m 


Davis 25 00 

Dec. 21, 1889, Newark, N. J, Liberal League, 
through A Pionnie . 0 00 

Jan. 21, 1890, Locust Dale, Pa., Secular Union, 
through Carl Neumann, president 5 00 

June 27, 1890, Golden, Ia., Ethical Secular So- 
ciety. tbrongh R N HO w- . . . 4 06 


Sept. 28, 1890, Friendship Liberal League, Phila- 
delphia, in response to personal appeal by Ida 


C. Craddock. . ꝗ . 4 q 12 35 
Nov. 1, 1890, Golden, Ia., Ethical Secular Society, 

through R N. Howe. .. 5 00 
Nov. 3 1890. E izur Wright Secular Society of Alli- 

ance. O., through R G. Smith. . .. . . . . . . 5 00 


Nov. 3 1890, Portsmouth, O., Secular Union, 
through J. L. Treuthart and W. S. Audres 
Jan. 11, 1891, Newark, N. J., Liberal League, for 
lecture by Ida Craddock, on How to Make 
Freethinkers of the Young"... . 


"Total; «sies ieeses ses esos cosas eee verso . $578 60 
of which $500 was given by the Portsmouth Secular 
Union. Of the other societies, it will be seen that 
two—the Newark Liberal League and the Golden 
Ethical Secular Society—hav contributed twice. 

Taat is to say, in the course of one year and five 
months, out of all our auxiliary societies through the 
length and breadth of our country, only seven hav 
stepped forward to aid the national society by con- 
tributions. 

But, it will be said, the other auxiliaries are too 
poor to contribute. We do not believe this ; in fact, 
we know to the contrary, in some cases. But where 
they cannot giv money contributions, they can at 
least do missionary work for state secularization ; 
and they can report the work done. In fact, it is for 
this that their charter has been given tothem. How 
many societies hay been heard from since the Ports- 
mouth Oongress regarding work done or attempted? 
Exactly three—the Boston Ingersoll Secular Society, 
the Portsmouth, O., Secular Union, and the Al 
bion, Ida., Secular Union. A few others hav 
scattered along at intervals through my first year's 
correspondences ; but they were few and far between 
—so faw, that it would hardly pay to collate them 
from our letter fi'er. 

My brethren, these things ought not so to be. 
We ought to be organized on some sort of a sys- 
tematie plan ; there ought to be regular monthly or 
quarterly reports sent in to the office of the national 
society; and, wherever possible, there ought to be a 
small contribution levied on every activ member of 
an auxiliary, to help along the work of the national 
society. Suppose that every member of a Secular 
Union, when the plate was passed around on the 
American Secular Union contribution day—say once 
in three months—put in five cents, think what a help 
it would ba to the American Secular Union work! 
There are few of us who could not afford that sum 
once in three months. To collect that five cents by 
. individual letters from this office would, of course, 
be out of the question. But it would be a compara. 
tivly easy thing for the officers of an auxiliary to 
colieos those donations from their members when 
the regular American Secular Union “ day” comes 
ee and to forward the total to the national go- 
ciety. 


Do you know how the American Secular Union is 
supported at present? By voluntary contributions, 
at irregular intervals, mostly from a few wealthy and 
generous Freethinkers. A few smaller contributions 


come in from time to time to eke out the funds; but 


the greater part is furnished by perhaps six or eight 
wealthy men. From month to month, the financial 
existence of the American Sacular Union hangs by a 
thread. Four different months, indeed, hav seen a 
deficit in the treasury; and only the generosity of 
two or three individuals tided us over at those times. 
And yet the records show that our finances are in a 
better condition now than formerly, when we used 
to be months and months behind; so that we ought 
to hav some hope for the future. 

But faney a national society which is not sup- 
ported financially by the majority of those whom it 
represents! 

Something must certainly be done by the great 
body of the Liberals, if they care to help on the 


cause of state secularization for which this society | 


works; and that something must be done in a sys- 
tematic, business-like way. It is high time that we 
got out of thé old two penny, pottering rut of talkee- 
talkee, and did some practical work. We ought to 
hav auxiliaries so well organized, and in such con- 
stant communication with this office, that all we 
should hav to do would be to press a button, as it 
were, and the response would be immediate in any 
given locality, against any given infringement of the 
rights of a Freethinker. 

Zee what the early Methodists accomplished with 
their class-meeting system, and the penny-a-week 
contributions which it was made a regular custom 
for each member to giv! They hav become to-day 
the wealthiest Protestant denomination, simply by 
not despising the day of smell things. See how 
the papal church thrives by help of the Peter's 
pence from Ireland and elsewhere! And yet the 
Trish, in the main, sre & great deal poorer than even 
the poorest of Americans. If these ignorant, down- 
trodden, priest-ridden people can do so much to up- 
hold superstition, shall not L'berals do as much, or 
more, to uphold freedom of thought ? 

But not alone in money contribution should your 
aid be given to the national society whose charter 
you hold ; it should be given in persistent, faithful 
missionary work in your own community. It is too 
often the case that a Seeular Union is composed en- 
tirely, or almost entirely, of men. The women—your 
mothers, wives, daughiers, sisters, sweethearts, and 
friends—should be urged to take & hand. You 
should hav music at all your meetings. Every Sec- 
ular Union should be the nucleus for a Liberal 


Sunday-school, and also a Liberal lyceum for the. 


young people in their teens. More by work among 
the young, than by any other means, will you build 
up such a Freethcught society as will approve itself 
to the indifferent public—that public whom you will 
hav to win over before state secularization becomes 
an accomplished fact. If your people are Atheists, 
Atheism should be taught in your Sunday- school; if 
you are Unitarians, teach Unitarianism; if you are 
Spiritualists, teach Spiritualism; if you are Theoso- 
phists, teach Theosophy. All roads lead to truth at 
last; and it is the extreme of bigotry to insist that 
all our fellows shall walk along only our special road, 
even though we feel quite sure that ours is the most 
direct of all. If all these isms are represented in 
your society, they should also be represented in your 
Sunday-school, and the children taught to choose 
mong them for themselvs. I owe the foundations 
f my own Radicalism to the fact that, as a child, I 
as allowed to sit and listen to the grown-up folks 
ebating on religious matters, and I was thus early 
ccustomed to seeing that there might be more than 
ne side to a theological statement. But remember 
above everything, whatever the special ism you teach, 
to see to it that the young people are imbued with a 
passionate desire for freedom of thought, for other 
people as well as for themselvs; and see to it that 
they realizs the necessity for demanding state secu- 
larization. and for joining hands with the American 
Sccular Union, which is working for such secularizs- 
tion. 

These things—the grown-up people’s lecture and 
debate, the Freethought Sunday-school, and the 
young people's lyeeum—even if begun on a very, 
very small scale, will assure the permanency of your 
society more than any one of the three separately 
wil. But whatever line of work you follow, please 
let us hav s regular report, either monthly or 
quarterly. 

I make this appeal through the newspapers, be- 
cause I want to be sure of reaching all our auxiliaries. 
The list of auxiliaries handed me upon my entrance 
to this cffice, although a great help, seems to be 
incomplete. In many cases I can get no answer to 
the letters which I hay addressed to the societies 
there given. In other cases the auxiliary seems to 
be dying down, but would evidently rekindle with a 
little judicious fanning of its zeal. From time to 
time, as I can find a spare half hour in the midst of 
the regular office correspondence, I am trying to 
reach our auxiliaries. But if I seem to hav over- 
looked any to whose notice this article comes, I trust 


that they will pardon me for it, and not cherish any 
resentment for an oversight which has been unavoid- 
able. We are getting matters gradually systema- 
tized; and I trust that each auxiliary will come for- 
ward promptly upon seeing this notice and open up 
communication with this office, so that we may know 
just who and what are our auxiliaries, what their 
strength, and what work they are able to do in their 
community. 

I would ask that the officials of each local society. 
consider the suggestion of five-cent contributions 
from every member once in three months for the na- 
tional society. In cases where the society is too 
small and struggling to afford this amount from each 
member, perhaps the proposal of a penny contribu- 
tion will bring out a cheerful response. This contri- 
bution should be levied, in order to make a prompt 
start, at once, fo be counted for the beginning of 
April. Then the 1st of July ought to bring in an- 
other; and the 1st of October another. 

Let us hav a grand rally of our auxiliaries, one 
and all. Send iu your five cent contributions and 
your monthly reports; and let it be as soon ag possi- 
ble, please. And so I close as I began, in two words 
which I hope the Editor will hav put into quite big 
type, so that they will stand out clearly fo your eyes: 

ATTENTION, AUXILIARIES! 
IDA O. CRADDOck, 
Corr. Seo. American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, March 27, 1891. 
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To the Liberal Lecturer. 

By a resolution of the board of directors of the 
American Secular Union on Dec. 7, 1889, it was 
unanimously voted to offer to each Liberal lecturer 
half of the charter fee for any auxiliary which he 
might organize. Thus, if the charter fee is $5, we 
will return him $250; if it is $10, we will return 
him $5. We think this a much better plan than the 
old way of “donations to lecturers,” when an activ 
worker for the society frequently did not receive any- 
where nearly as much as he was worth to the society. 
The laborer is worthy of his hire, and we think it 
but fair that a lecturer should receive a certain per 
cent of what he brings into the society, where he 
acts ag a sort of traveling organizer and missionary 
for the American Secular Union. 

It is the Liberal lecturers, then, whose attention 
we would especially call to the above resolution, and 
invite them to do what they san to increase the mem- 
bership of the American Secular Union, to spread its 
principles, and to secure contributions to the treas- 
ury. The said resolution, as will be seen, is of long 
standing, having been passed on Deo. 7 1889; but 
I take this opportunity of calling public attention to 
it, as it seems not to be generally known. 

I would also respectfully call your attention to the 
article directly preceding this, entitled: “ Attention, 
Auxiliaries,” in which I suggest certain principles to 
be carried cut by the local societies ; and would ask 
that you urge upon all auxiliaries the furtherance of 
these matters. 

. Trusting that you will do much effactiv work for 
the American Secular Union as missionaries for state 
1 and as organizers of local auxiliaries, 

am, . 

Yours very truly, Tpa C. Crappoox, 
Oorr. Sec. American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, Pa., March 30, 1891. 


— 
The Badge Pin. 
Mr. Wettstein writes: Please send your note on 
badge-pin to TRE TRnUTR SEERERB. Now, in place of 
sending my note, allow me to say this: I think Mr. 
Wettstein's Freethought badge is fine, magnificent. 
Mrs. Green and myself both wore them, and we are 
proud of them, and I wish every Freethinker in the 
United States had one. I also think that the one 
invented by Miss Churchill was very pretty and ap- 
propriate, and that the Liberals ought to erect a 
monument over her grave with that pin engraved 
upon it. She was a noble, brave woman, and very 
energetic for a woman who was confined to her bed 
for fifteen or more yeare. Her sister, who survives 
her, has the pin for sale, and I wish she could sell 
five thousand of them, as the pin is well worth the 
money and the sister is in destitute circumstances. 
Her address is West Richfield, O. I hav not seen 
Miss Ida O. Craddock’s new badge, but the picture of 
it representing the pansy is most beautiful, and I 
hope she may be able to dispose of ten thousand of 
them. Now, if anyone else desires to get up a differ- 
ent pattern from all these, let him or her do so and 
stand the chance of getting sale for it. Competi- 
tion is the life of business, and then, as Freethinkers 
as a matter of course do not think alike, or look alike, - 
let each wear a different badge-pin if desired; but 
for the sake of the cause we all love do not let us 
dispute and quarrel over this question of a symbol of 
our faith like a lot of foolish children. I am sorry 
to say Freethinkers are too much inclined to each 
desire their own way and all too apt to condemn 
those who differ with them. We hav a powerful, 
well-organized enemy in the Christian church to 
meet, and we need all the energy and fighting power 
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we hav to contend with that enemy, and should 
waste none of it in conflicts among ourselvs. For the 
last fifteen years our domestic contentions hay done 
us great injury, and now that the foolish rupture in 
the Secular Union has been for the time compromised 
and settled, do not, for truth's sake, hatch up another 
dispute over so small a thing as a badge pir. 
H. L Gazzx. 


— — 88 — — 
More on the Same Subject. 


Having been asked my opinion as to the desirabil- 
ity or appropriateness of the pansy ss a Freethinkers’ 
emblem, I would ssy that I regret the discussion has 

: commenced with such acridity. I very much admire 
the pansy as & fl wer, but cannot see wherein it sym- 
bolizes anything of the D.mands we desire. If pen- 

. sée means thought, that in nowise designates Free. 
thought. I$ is just now a very fashionable flower 
for feminin adornment, and we would ba apt to make 
n great mistake if we concluded that the numerous 
wearers had the remotest idea that it means thought, 
much less that it represents Freethought. It lacka 
distinetivsignifi»anee. If in time the pansy were suffi 
ciently cstracised by the Christians and we could 
faol pretty sure every wenrer was a pronounced Rad- 
ical, then I would as soon hav the panay as any other 
flower. Just as the white, red, and blue ribbons hav 
become expressiv cf certain movements without any 
special inherent significance in themselvs, the pansy 
might be adopted with success if wə had a large 
following. But the scattered, isolated Freethinkers 
are go few that it would be a very remote possibility, 
in my judgment, to secure for it the distinctiv char- 
aoter required. 

Being the fortunate possessor of that magnificent 
Wottstein badge, long recognized as the emblem of 
the American Sacular Union—and certainly it would 
be hard to imagin saything more appropriate—tI feel 
reluctant £o forego it. All may not be able to 
secure such a suitable emblem, but that is no good 
rasson to take something that has no more distinc- 
tiv Fresthoughö character than the pretty pansy. 

Hood, of sarsaparilla fame, long ago discovered 
the subtle beauties and hidden significance of the 
pansy, and like ail men who know s good thing 
when they see it, has gcattered millions of pansies 
all over this sountry. Might not the badge-wearers 
ba mistaken for patent medicin agents? If the 
American Secular Usion adopted the pansy for the 
extension of its business, may nob it be in danger 
cf a damage suit for infringement on an advertising 
trade-mark of sarsapsrilla whose prior adoption 
eould easily be proven? Then, if damages were 
awarded, can we calmly contemplata the possibility 
of their collecting them? Yes, there sppesrs scme 
risk to run even in wearing the pretty pansy. Be- 
- ware! E. A. Breves. 

: — 9 — — 


Mr. Wanamaker’s Awkward Position. 


Frino Maoponatp: You hav now got Postmaster 
Wanamaker in a trap—a trap of his own setting. It 
ia the same the churches of Massachusetts used to 
catch witches and Quakers in two or three hundred 
years ago. Wansmeker took it to catch Infidels in 
but has caught himself, and if you perform your 
duty wisely and resoluiely, when you get through 
with him you wil hav done more to kill the fraud- 
ulent and filthy Bible and the one hundred and forty 
different sects that hav been founded on it in this 
nation, than all that has been done in the last fifty 
years. I am glad you call on him each week to 
answer your questions about the Bible. Keep on 
until you get a reply. There is only one way for 
him to get out of his trap honorably, and that is to 
confess that the Bible is an obscene, man-made book 
not fit to be read in schools or families, stop its pas- 
sage through the mails, then liberate Harman, Hey- 
wood, Reid, and other victims that he has entrapped 
from prisons, bonds, and fines, pay them for the 
time and money he has caused them to spend, and 
stop tampering with the mails. If he will do all this 
he may gain some respect in the world; if he does 
not do it he will go down to his grave in infamy and 
his name will be coupled with those that hanged 
witches, and bored the tongues of Q iakers with red- 
hot irons and hanged them on Boston common for no 
other offense than telling needful truth. 

Go on; stir him np every week; giv him no rest 
till he decides to do justice. JERE., Hacker. 

Vineland, N. J., March 16, 1891. 

— e ä j ùäùä— 
Injudicious Lies. 

A De. Hammond has been for some weeks ex- 
pounding the gospel and converting sinners in 
this Ohristian city. I hav read in the city papers 
from time to time of the wonderful utterances of this 
man. They hav the flavor of falsehood, and the 

Wonder is that a men can thrive on such weak and 
silly lies. I clip the following from the Post of this 
morning, March 27th: 

Last night Dr. Hammond preached a sermon which was 
regarded by many as one of the most forcible he has yet de- 
livered. He related a story of an Infidel who lived near 
Utica, N. Y., who had a beautiful farm, part of which was 
sown in wheat. One morning & neighbor was passing the 
field end remarked to the Infidel farmer, Your wheat bids 


a 


fair fora good crop.” es,“ said the man in return, ‘I 
shall hava good crop if God almighty will let it alone.” The 
stalk and blade grew and the ear seemed to be well filled. 
Then the same golden hue was to be seen upon the fields of 
golden grain. At the time of harvest the man engaged har- 
vesters to cut and gather in the grain. On entering the field 
they examined the ears but could find no wheat, and, after 
cutting a swath through the center of the field and down one 
side, on a full examination there was not a grain of wheat to 
be found in the whole field. 

Deacon Ford, now of Viola, Ill., vouched for the truthful- 
ness of the story. 

There were several conversions last night and many gave 
their experiences. There will be a children’s meeting at 4 
o'clock this afternoon, and regular services at 7:30 to-night. 

* Deacon Ford” vouches for Dr. Hammond, but 
who wil vouch for the deacon? If there was one 
grain of truth in this silly story Dr. Hammond would 
giv names and dates. Several “conversions” fol- 
lowed the narration of the story. It they believed 
the story they were already converted. Wonder if 
the “Ivfidel farmer" was “converted.” It is now in 
order to hear from him. J. K. Maorz. 

Washington, D. C. 
———— 9-9 ——ä—ᷣ—ꝗ— 


Items of Foreign Freethonght News. 


Mr. Richard Eriz has been sentenced to six 
‘months’ imprisonment by the city court of Z vickau. 
The “crime,” of course, is blasphemy. On the 
other hend, the state court of Leipzig has discharged 
De. Vogtherr, of Berlin, who for a similar offense 
was sentenced to six weeks in jail by the city court 
of Potedam. 


Freethinkers must be on the lookout now, espe 
cially in France, for reorganization of the Society 
for Warfare against Atheism” has taken place. This 
society consists of old ladies, pious Bonapartists and 
L2gitimists, and, of course, priests. But as the 
whole company has been blessed by the pope, per- 
haps we need hav no fear, remembering that as a 
rule a pope’s blessing works like a curse. 


Two weeks ago we announced that Dr. Titus Voel- 
kel had been sentenced to six months’ imprisonment 
for blasphemous utterances against Roman Catholic 
dogmas. Since then we hav been informed that the 
ehampion of Freethought has been suddenly arrested 
and locked up on an order of the royal Saxon court 
of Halle. Why he is arrested no one knows, but it 
is supposed to be because he is too impious to be 
allowed at large. "Nothing like the consistency of 
Christians: Love your enemies.” 


The trouble in Austro-Hungary has been renewed. 
t is owing to the vague laws, and the unjust deci- 
sions given by different courts at various times, re- 
garding the relation of the children of Freethinkers 
toward their parents and the church. Some judges 
hav desided that the fact that the parents are Free- 
thinkers does not exempt their children from sub- 
mitting to the rites of baptism and confirmaticn. 
Naturally Freethinkers object, hence the trouble. 
But as Dr. Schwells, editor of Der Licht/reund, has 
taken up the matter, an organized opposition will be 
brought about, and with it, we trust, victory. 


A savior has made his appearance in Gyoma, Hun- 
gary. He ordered his followers to crucify him; 
they made a good strong cross, but at the last mo- 
ment the savior backed out. His indignant followers 
in their ignorance took him to the nearest: court 
house, where the judge when informed of the matter 
told thém to go ahead and crucify the Ohrist. 
„But, he added, “if he does not resurrect on the 
third day I will hang you all on the fourth day.” 
The followers of this Christ hav not yet got their 
sins washed away in the blood of the new lamb. 

In Danmark the pious king has for religious rea- 
sons prohibited the erection of a erematory. When 
the writer was last in Denmark the society for ore- 
mation numbered over three thousand members, rep- 
resenting all liberal professions. Since then it has 
grown, and now numbers people from all classes of 
society. It is unnecessary to mention, I. suppose, 
that the pious king is very old, near his third child- 
hood. This rather unpleasant bit of news is off et, 
however, by another decidedly comical. A petition 
signed by several hundred church-members (all are 
ehurch-members in Denmark; even the writer. of 
this news used to be) asked the minister of ecclesi- 
astical affairs to discharge a ceriain clergyman on 
the ground that no one in the congregation ever 
knows what he is talking about. The clergyman in 
question is rabidly orthodox and preaches fire-and- 
brimstone sermons, so we do not wonder that no one 
understands him. A gentle hint that Christianity is 
dy ing out. . 


While we never hear of anyone becoming insane 
on embracing Freethought, we can scarcely pick up 
a paper without finding one or more instances of re- 
ligious insanity. In the last number of La Reforma, 
an Italian paper, we find the following: In Mezz- 
auso s whole family, consisting of seven grown per- 
sons, were suddenly attacked by a religious mania. 

!In the middle of the night, during a heavy snow 


storm, the family, four men and three women, ran 
naked out on the streets, began praying and yelling, 
and wound up by attempting to tear one another to 
pieces. The neighbors came to the rescue of the 
unfortunate ones, but not soon enough to prevent 
the youngest daughter, a beautiful girl seventeen 
years old, from killing her brother with a club and 
then throwing herself on the corpse and tearing out 
with her teeth its eyes and other parte, all of whieh 
she braudished in the air while crying. “I hay driven 
the evil spirits out of my brother!“ What a beauli- 
ful result of belief in the religion of our savior ! 


A correspondent from Sorantor, Pa., sends us a 
clipping from a German. European paper. From it 
we gather the information that the property in hard 
cash found in the house of the late Archbishop Simor 
of Grau, Hangary, amounted to $701 960—a rather 
large sum for a man who during his life held that, 
“Blessed be the poor,” and hinted in a broad way 
that it was as easy for a rich man to get into heaven 
as for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle. : 
We hav doubts as to the salvation of the dear bishop's 
soul. And yet the matter has a serious, a tragic 
aspect, when we remember how poor, how miserable 
the populace of Austro-Hungary is, owing to the 
excessiv taxes and the ''tender mercies” of the 
church. 


Our friend C. Oilwa, the originator of the pansy 
emblem, recommended by the Universal Freethought 
Congress of 1890, bas a very impious article in the 
last number of La Vérité. Space will not permit ua 
to reprodusait entirely, but for the benefit of those of 
our friends who hav Catholico acquaintances we copy 
the following dates of the enuaciation, by popes 
and councils, of the cardinal dogmes of the Roman 
Catholic church : 


AD. 
325, Divinity of Christ. 

372 Worship of saints. 

381 D vinity of the Holy Ghost. 

600 U:e:t Lin in services. 

688 726 784, Worship of images. 

1000 1015, Oelibacy of priests aud religious orders. 
1076, Infallibility of the church. 

1119, Latters of indulgences. 

1160, The seven sacraments. 

1215, Transubstantiation. 

1225, Auricular confession. 

1459, Purgatory discovered. 

1854, Immaculate conception of Mamma Mary. 
1870, Infallibility of his fallibility the pope. 


Religious persecution has begun again in Sweden. 
Viktor E. Lsnnstrand has been sentenced by that 
travesty of a civilized man, King Osear the Little, to 
pay a fine of three hundred crowns for two lectures 
which he delivered previously to his last imprison- 
ment, and for which be has been discharged a3 not 
guilty by the supreme court of Sweden. Evidently 
the elergy-ridden king fears the growing popularity 
of Mr. Lennstrend, whose lecture on the “Bible in 
the Light of Modern Seience is attracting such 
great audiences that he has been compelled to hire the 
second largest hallin Stockholm. Besides giving these 
lectures Lennstrand travels extensivly, and we do 
not see how he can get time to do all of his work, 
even with the assistance of that indefatigable worker 
and stanch Freethinker, Capt. Otto Thomson, for he 
not only lectures, but contributes excellent and 
scholarly editorials to Fritänkaren, and has sigo 
issued an annual “Ljus och Frihet” (light and 
freedom), which in interest and genuin information 
stands second to none. This sanual, the price of 
which is twenty-five cents, contains likereases and 
biographies of Colonel Ingersoll, Kaut Wicksell, 
Ph.D., and Konrad Duebler, besides erticles from 
Hugo, Dostsjeveki, and Lennstraud, and poems, the 
best of which is “A Christmas Song for Freethink- 
ers,” by E. Hellborg. 


— —4324-—— — — 
Lectures and Meetings. 
Tux lecture at the Manhattan Liberal Club, Friday even- 
ing, April 3d, will be by Dr. Charles H. Shephard. Subject : 
„The Sanitary Advantages of the Turkish Bath.” 


W. F. Jamson is lecturing in Arkansas (Rogers and Des- 
bro), and is engaged to deliver lectures in Kansas a month 
ahead nearly every evening. Address, Burlington, Kan. 


J.E Remexone is still preaching the gospel of Freethought 
in the Sunny South. While firing his hottest shots at su- 
perstition, he had, when last heard from, suffered no vio- 
lence, and hoped to run the gauntlet safely. After leaving 
Florida he went to Chattanooga, Tenn., where he gave three 
lectures, closing his engagement there March 22d. On the 
23d he lectured in the Opera House at Dalton, Ga., toa 
large audience. On the 24th he delivered a lecture in the 
court house at Centre, Ala., and on the 25th he addressed 
a small audience in the court house at Cullman, Ala. At 
every place the lectures were well received. Ina notice of 
his last lecture at Chattanooga, the Chattanooga Daily Times 
says: About four hundred people assembled last evening 
to listen to Hon. John Remsburg, of Kansas, to deliver his 
lecture on ‘The Sunday Question) Mr. Remsburg is a 
Freethinker of the most ultra school, and, judging from the 
frequent bursts of applause which greeted his Tew arks. a 
majority of his hearers agreed strongly with his opinions. 
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QGommunications. 


Recent Gems from the Religious Press. 


The Christian Advocate once more furnishes an. 


apt illustration of the flimsy quality of argument 
put forth in favor of unquestioning faith. Hear it: 

The meekness required of & Christian in the reception of 
the truth [sic] is a childlike, teachable disposition, without 
which no one can learn anything, even from nature. 

That is to say, after a young man has found out that 
Santa Olaus is a myth, that a beautiful girl will tell 
fibs, that the average manufacturer of popular prov- 
erbs is a continental liar, that a king or & president is 
merely & bundle of human bones like himself, then 
must he get down on his bended knees and “ with 
meekness and a childlike, teachable disposition” be- 
lieve that which he cannot comprehend and never 
dare to find oui. 3 

The absolute and provable falsity of the 4 dvocate's 
assertion that without this childlike, tenchable dis- 
position no- one ean learn anything, even from nat- 
ure, is easily gaon in the fact that there does noi 
exist anything in the visible realm of nature in 
its relation to man but what is susceptible of proof 
positiv and unanswerable. 

It is the vain attempt to get beyond this realm 
of nature which girds us round about, that 
has brought all the trouble in the world, and 
when à man tells us that to be receptiv of nature’s 
truths we need a iamblike faith and an absence of 
comprehension as deep and profound as an average 
Ohristian's, why, then of course we yield the palm 
and crown him— prince of liars. $e os 


The Sunday Union and Catholic Times still 
harps upon a familiar strain, * What is in thine 
hand?” heads an appeal for money, and after quot- 
ing Moses, David, the widow with her two mites, ete., 
concludes by citing the case of a poor girl and what 
she did for the church, as follows: 

A poor girl who had nothing but a sewing-machine used 
it to aid a feeble church. All her earnings above her needs 
were given toward building a house of worship, and ina 
year she had paid more in proportion to others a hundred 
times richer than she. So youcan, if you will. Do likewise 
and reap the reward of Dorcas and the poor widow. 

Is it not about time to get out a warrant for the 
arrest and punishment of these religious fakirs? 
To appeal to the very poorest of their victims to 
parb with money which they sbsolutely need for 
their own sustenance! So strong is the hold of their 
superstition upon them that they hav been known to 
giv to the church and want themselvs. The charac- 
ter of men who will accept, much more demand, toll 
from these poor creatures, is not at all modified by 
priestly garments, but rather emphasizes the cold- 
blooded cruelty of the church upheld by the brawny 
arms of priest-ridden labor. 


The Central Presbyterian, of Riehmond, Va., in 
speaking of the Church of Christ in Japan” ex- 
presses a fear that that infant ehurch is not sufi- 


ciently fortified against Rationalism and Infidelity | 


and says: 


The times require the utmost completeness and precision 
in doctrinal statement. The assaults of Skepticism are 
more and more subtle as history proceeds. Of course the 
spirit of God may counteract them successfully by preserv- 
ing a high degree of spirituality. 

Then the church doubts God, for “he may coun- 
teract it." May? If such a God exists and it was 
in his power to counteract it (which all Christians 
believe), and he did not do it, why waste time in 
futil human endeavor to stem the tide of omnipo- 
tent reason which is fast rising upon the unprotected 
shores of ancient superstitions? We giv fair warn- 
ing—better take off your clerical garbs and jump 
into the pure waters of Rationalism, whose flowing 
tide will bear you up to fairest mountains of un- 
shackled thought. Wait not to be submerged. The 
tide is rising fast; nothing will stay its onward 

. course. The old levees, the old spiles, gre fast 
crumbling to decay. The old mountains of lies and 
misrepresentations are receding before the argus- 
eyed optic of reason. All aboard ! 


66 7 


n the New York Observer we glean the fact 
AE: ICT 
Lord Salisbury in a recent speech at Cambridge delivered 
an uncompromising denunciation of priestly rule, which he 
declares to be the great vice of religious organizations. 


This is particularly gratifying, coming as it does 
from Engiand’s prime minister, but Lord Salisbury 
must be aware that the priest is but a creature of 
the church, from whose elastic constitution he finds 
abundant warrant for anything it may please him 
to do. Besides, the church, as well as his gov- 
ernment, is & political machine. 

The prime minister executes the behests of his 
fellow-aristocrats, which, of course, are shaped to 
contribute to their conjoint self-interests, in the re. 
tention of property originally stolen from others, in 
controling noisy claimants thereto, and the proper 
filehing from laborers of the products of the soil. 


The detail of police, constables, sheriffs, militia, eto., 
for the proper preservation of this stolen property, 
of course involves political sagacity. _ 

No less does the church yield in political acumen. 

The pope, who is the prime minister of, and stands 
at the head of, the religious thieves who hav stolen 
away the people’s reason to play at football with, is 
of course never oblivious to his own or his feliow- 
erafismen's interest (which in their disguise they 
call the church), and of course to perpetuate this 
spiritual swindle he must needs hav cardinals, bish- 
ops, priests, acolytes, churches, images, incense, and 
other toggery to keep up the joke and keep down 
the people. It works first-rate, too, and has a 
stronger hold upon its victims than does Lord Salis- 
bury’s government. If the latter wishes to eliminate 
the priest leí him abolish the church, which would 
be quickly followed by the collapse of all 
monarchial governments, including the one Lord 
Salisbury so ably represents. 


The Zwentieth Century takes Samuel P. Putnam 


to task for calling the Mexican government the most |. 


liberal government on the face on the earth to-day, 
in the face of certain restrictions placed upon cler- 
icals in that country. Mr. Pentecost says: 

I judge from this that if the Mexican officials should drive 
the church people out of the country, or make it a capital 
offense to be a Christian, the Mexican government might be 
considered still more liberal. 

As the Mexican government has done neither of 
these things, let us inquire what it is that it has done 
which would invalidate its title to be “the most lib- 
eral government on the face of. the earth.” 

‘It is reported that a vast amount of church prop- 
erty has been confiscated. Convents are forbidden. 
The clericals are not allowed to wear their official 
garb on the streets. They must dress like other 
folks. They cannot perform a legal marriage. 
This is what the government has done, and it has 
done well. If our government would do the same 
it would perform but acts of justice and right. 

The trouble with Mr. Pentecost’s ides of liberty to 
let everyone do as they please is that it will not con- 
form to present conditions, for the reason that by so- 
.cial and political usages we are made interdepend- 
ent and a superstitious church and its blinded fol- 
lowers area menace to the natural thought and rational 
action of those who do not affiliate with them nor 
wish to hav their children imbued with their sense- 
less doctrins. The church is always seeking con- 
verts, is always aggressiv. Hav not the people as 
good right to ask for its abolishment as a common 
nuisance as its adherents hav for its continuance? 

Its property is the aggregate outcome of the 
trembling fear of deluded victims powerless to help 
themselvs. Let it be returned to the people and 
put to some useful purpose. Mr. Pentecost forgets 
that the average man is no match for the arguments 
of these dealers in brimstone and eternal fire. They 
deceive men, they rob them, and they should be ex- 
terminated with a relentless hand, just the same as 
we do a burglar from our homes. The strong must 
protect the weak. 

We suppose that Mr. Pentecost would be offended 
if he was forewarned that the sleek young man to 
whom he might be talking was a bunco steerer and 
thief; to follow his argument, it would be the 
proper thing to stand by and witness his plucking, 
because otherwise we might invade the sanctity of his 
individual freedom. No government or country 
should tolerate, much less protect, any institution 
which aims at the subversion of the human mind from 
its natural liberty of thought to one of base subjec- 
tion to superstitious beliefs. Let them first prove the 
truth of their contentions, then giv them a license. 
Otherwise let the institution subside and end its dis- 
graceful reign. We can find all the religion neces- 
sary at our hand within the realm of visible nature 
without gropiag aimlessly on its outside. 


The Christian Union concludes an article en- 

titled, “ A Biblical Revival,“ by quoting as its epit- 
ome of the whole Bible business, that it is a recital 
of experiences of inspired men “ who knew in part 
and who prophesied in part." 
. Mr. Abbott speaks tenderly to the mother who 
fears that the Bible will be taken away from her 
children by higher criticism, and logically tells her 
that by taking God out of it it will bring it nearer to 
her and her progeny. 

That may do for some, Mr. Abbott, but not for all. 
There is Aunt Huldah Orane, she is “agin” it. She 
asys them high-class oritios ain't worth a hill of beans. 
Old Parson Hezekiah Hornblower, dead and gone to 
glory now nigh untow forty years ago, was worth 
more fer old-style orthodox sermons than all yer 
putteria’ high falutin' ninnies, who think themselvs a 
match for God almighty, ever dreamed of knowing. 
But they'll git come up to when the horn of Gabriel 
blows, and don’t you forget it. What? Blowing 
away hell snd damnation and letting everybody into 
heaven! Don’t believe a word of it—some’s got to 
go to hell and some's got to go to heaven—that 
ends it.” : 

Will Mr. Abbott make a tour through the country 


districts, please, and calm down that section of the 
church? Nothing like the soft, purring tones of a 
preacher to cool down a rantankerous woman. 


The Independent publishes a communication from 
a correspondent who has been a church-member for 
forty years, and who is troubled when he seeks to 
pray by strange questions occurring to him, like the 
following: “What sre you doing? Talking to 
empty space, are you? Who hears you? How do 
you know that there is anyone who cares for you? 
If there is anyone who cares for you why doesn’t he 
speak to you and tell you so?” b 

. Of these pertinent, reasonable questions the cor- 
respondent asks to be relieved, and seeks advice from 
the Independent as to how to get rid of them. The 
editor assures him “that this is a common experience 
with all Ohristians," and advises him to speak out his 
private prayers, and pay no attention to the intrud- 
ing queries, as they don’t amount to anything any- 
way. The more he troubles about such thoughts 
the more they will trouble him.” 

How beautifully characteristic of your even Chris- 
tian is this editorial advice! Pay no attention to 
reason or the protests of common sense, but go right 
on ignoring that most priceless gift; if possible, ex- 
tirpate it, and become a mesk and lowly follower of 
the lamb. There may be comfort in this, but it is 
akin to the comfort of a sleeping cat on a fleecy rug, 
and it reaches to about the same mental altitude. It 
is animal desire for safety which brings converts to 
Christianity, not mental progress or education. 
They are in it to save their precious individuality. 

WrLLAM ÁnnEN SMI TR. 

196 Broadway, New York. 

— . — — 


A Tribute to Barrett. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture on Shakspere will ap- 
pear in book form in his own good time. He does 
not care to hav imperfect reports printed. The fol- 
lowing is his brief tribute to Lawrence Barrett, 
given as a prelude to his lecture at the Broadway 
Theater on the evening of March 22d: 


* My heart tells me," said he, that on the threshold of 
my address it will be appropriate for me to say a few words 
about the great actor who has just fallen into that sleep that 
we call death. Lawrence Barrett was my friend, and I was 
his. He was an interpreter of Shakspere, to whose creations 
he gave flesh and blood. He began at the foundation of his 
profession, and rose until he stood next to his friend—next 
to one who is regarded as the greatest tragedian of our time 
—next to Edwin Booth. The life of Lawrence Barrett was 
8 success, because he honored himself and added glory to 
the stage. . 

He did not seek for gain by pandering to the thought- 
less, ignorant, or base. He gave the.drama in its highest 
and most serious form. He shunned the questionable, the 
vulgar, and impure, and gave the intellectual, the pathetic, 
the manly, and the tragic. He did not stoop to conquer—he 
soared. He was fitted for the stage. He had a thoughtful 
face, a vibrant voice and the pose of chivalry, and besides 
he had _ patience, industry, courage, and the. genius of suc- 
cess. He was a graceful and striking Bassanio, a thoughtful 
Hamlet, an intense Othello, a marvelous Harebell, and the 
best Cassius of his century. . 

* In the drama of our human life all are actors and no one 
knows his part. In this great play the scenes are shifted by 
unknown forces, and the commencement, plot, and end are 
still unknown—are still unguessed. One by one the players 
leave the stage and others take their places. There is no 
pause—the play goes on. No prompter’s voice is heard, and 
no one has the slightest cue to what the next scene is to be. 

Will this great drama hav an end? Will the curtain fall 
at last? Will it rise again upon some other stage? Reason 
says perhaps, and hope still whispers yes. 

‘Sadly I bid my friend farewell. I admired the actor and 
I loved the man.” 


The lecture was a success from every point of view. 
The house was crowded and over two hundred peo- 
ple occupied seats on the stage. Hundreds were 
turned away from the box-office before the lecture 
began. The immense audience present, says the 
World, listened to an orator who was thoroughly 
wrapped up in his subject. Colonel Ingersoll is a 
Shakspere enthusiast, and his treatment of the im- 
mortal dramatist was masterly throughout and ex- 
quisit in its finer passages. He held the vast throng 
gpell-bound, and at the close of his peroration his 
delighted hearers cheered again and again, until he 
was compelled to acknowledge the tribute to his elo- 
quence by reappearing upon the stage. 

There was deep and genuin sorrow in the orator's 
words as he pronounced the eulogy on Barrett. He 
then immediately began his lecture proper, and for 
over an hour and s half diseussed and analyzed the 
genius of Shakspere. A more appreciativ or atten- 
tiv audience never listened to a lecturer. After de- 
claring that it was hard to overstate the debt which 
humanity owes to men and women of genius, he told 
about the birth and early life of the subject of his 
discourse. Shakspere, he said, was too great a 
theme to adequately discuss. More than three cent- 


uries sgo the most intellectual of the human race 


was born. The cradle in which he was rocked was 
eanopied by neither myth nor miracle. This babe 
became the wonder of mankind. But little is known 
about his early yesrs. It is certain that he never 
received anything more than the most ordinary of 
educations. Ignorant people are apt to overrate the 
value of education and think the colleges gan trans- 
mit capability. 
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History tells but little, continued Colonel Inger- 
goll, about Shakapere's father or mother, or, for that 
matter, about himself. There is not a letter in ex- 
istence which he is known to hav written or which 
is known to hav been written to him. About all that 
is known of his father is that he was officially re- 
ported for not going monthly to church. This is 
good so far as it goes. Neither is anything known 
-of his mother beyond the fact that she had a beauti- 
ful name. 

The speaker devoted some time to telling of the 
many great men who were contemporaneous with 
Shakspere, and called attention to the singularity of 
the fact that none of them are even mentioned in any 
of the plays. We can only account for Shakspere, 
said he, as we do for the highest mountain, the great- 
est river, or the most perfect gem. No really great 
play had been written since his time. Shakspere did 
not rely upon the scenic artist or the stage carpenter. 
He put his scenery in his lines. He dealt with ele- 
mental things and with universal man. Amid all 
surroundings the human heart is substantially the 
game. p 
The colonel ridiculed the idea that Bacon could 
be the author of Shakspere’s plays. He quoted 
some poetry written by Bacon, and asked how it 
could be possible that Bacon had put the perfect 
children of his brain at Shakspere’s doorstep and 
left the maimed and deformed at home. Bacon's 
best may compare with Shakspere's common, but 
Shakspere’s best towers above anything Bacon ever 
wrote like a domed temple above a beggars hut.” 


— 2 


About Mr. Bradlaugh Personally. 
G. W. Foote in the Freethinker. . i 


. While at Northampton with Mr. Bradlaugh, and 
on other ocoasions, I saw something of his personal 
tastes and habits. He struck me as an abstemious 
man. He was far from a great eater, and I never 
noticed him drink anything at dinner but claret, 
which is not an intoxicating beverage. On the 
whole, I should say it is less injurious to the stomach 
and brain than tea or.coffee. He was rather fond of 
a cup of tea seventeen years ago, and latterly his fond- 
ness for it developed into something like a passion. 
More than once I found him at St. John’s Wood 
drinking & big cup of pretty strong tea, and was 
seduced by his genial invitation into joining him in 
that reckless indulgence. He used to smoke too in 
the old days, but I believe he gave up the practice 
under Mrs. Besant's influence. About seven years 
ago, however, he resumed it. I do not think he ever 
"attained to the dignity ot a pipe. He smoked cigars. 
Some time in April, 1889, Y spent an hour with him 
at the House of Commons. He got the speaker's 
leave to take me into a lower smoke-room, and we 
“ digeussed ” a cigar and some claret while discussing 
some Freethought business. The claret he seemed 
indifferent to, but he puffed the cigar with an air of 
enjoyment. 

Daring the Northampton election times I used to 
take a good stiff daily walk. All through my youth 
I had plenty of exercise in the open air, snd I stili 
grow desperately fusty without a brisk tramp at 
least once in the twenty-four hours. Mr. Bradlaugh 
generally took a. drive, and I remember telling him 
with youthful audacity that he ought to walk for his 
health’s sake. Of course it was difficult for him to 
walk in the streets. His stature and bulk made him 
too noticeable, and mobbing was very unpleasant. 
But he might hav driven out of town and trudged s 
mile or two on the country roads. My opinion is 
that. his neglect of physical exercise helped to 
shorten hia life. Occasional bouts of; fishing were 
very well in their way, but daily exercise is the 
necessary thing. I do not forget the tremendous 
labor, physical as well as mental, of lecturing on 
burning questions to large audiences. All that, how- 
ever, goes on in hot, crowded rooms, full of vitiated 
air; and it givs no proper exercise to the legs and 
loins or the lower vital organs. 

Atter one of my remonstrances Mr. Bradlaugh in- 
vited me to play a game of billiards. It was the 
only time I ever played with him. His style with 
the cus was spacious and splendid. The balls went 
flying about the board, and I chaffed him on his 
flukes. He had not the temperament of a billiard- 
player. Still, I hav heard that he played a fair 
game at St. Stephen's; but I can hardly believe it 
without first-hand testimony. I am willing to be- 
lieve, however, that he was a good chess-player. 
Certainly he had s head for it. But chess is a vile 
game for a brain-worker, whose recreations should 
never involve a menial strain. 

When I first knew Mr. Bradlaugh he was living at 
Tottenham. I never visited him there, but I often 
called on him ai his later lodgings in Turner-street, 
Commercial road. He occupied the ground floor, 
consisting of two rooms. The back was his bed- 
room, and the front his library and workshop. It 
was what the Americans call a one-horse affair. 
Shelvs all round the room were filled with books. 
Mr. Bradlaugh sat at a desk with his back to the 
fireplace. On his right was the door communicating 
with his bedroom, facing him the door opening on 


The room itself could hardly hav been more than 
twelve or thirteen feet square. I once told him he 
was too near the fireplace, and he said it was some- 
times good to hav the poker handy. At that I 
stared, and he told me the following story. 

One day a gentleman called on him and was in- 
vited to take a chair. He sat down facing Mr. Brad- 
laugh, and explained that he wanted advice on a 
very particular matter. God almighty had told him 
to kill some one, and he had a difficulty in selecting a 
victim. Mr. Bradlaugh put his hand behind him 
and quietly grasped the poker. The inspired gentle- 
man put the problem asa knotty one, and begged 
the assistance of the clever Iconoclast. ‘ Well,” 
said Mr. Bradlaugh, keeping quite cool, “what do 
you say to the archbishop of Oanterbury?" “The 
very man!” exclaimed the inspired gentleman. He 
got Mr. Bradlaugh to giv the archbishop’s address, 
and said, “Good-day,” with a profusion of thanks. 
Mr. Bradlaugh went to the door to look for a police- 
man, but none was visible, and the inspired gentle- 
man was soon out of sight. — . 

* So you see,” said Mr. Bradlaugh, “it is good to 
hav the poker handy. I never saw or heard of the 
man again, and I knew he couldn't get near the arch- 
bishop. There are too many flunkeysin the way.” 

Those were my struggling days, and Mr. Brad- 
laugh was very kind to me. I remember the Sun- 
day evening when I told him I thought of taking to 
the Freethought platform. He pointed out the 
hard and thorny path I should hav to tread, but 
when he saw I was resolved on the attempt, he put 
his hand on my shoulder and said, * There is no 
young man in the movement I would sooner wel- 
come.” f 

In the very same room, on another Sunday even- 
ing a little later, I first saw James Thomson. He 
came down to the Hall of Science with Mr. Brad- 
laugh, in whose employment he then was, and I gave 
him the article I had brought for the National Ke- 
former. He shook hazds very cordially, and I was 
delighted to meet one for whose poetry I had a 
profound admiration. : 

Ib was also in the Hall of Science, about the same 
time, that I met the eccentric Mr. Tuberville, 
brother to Mr. Blackmore, the novelist. He was a 
man of parts with a bee in his bonnet. He claimed 
kinship with Tuberville, a minor poet of the six- 
teenth century, and he loved to taik of poetry. His 
knowledge of Shakspere was profound and minute. 
He admired Mr. Bradlaugh’s perorations immensely, 
as well as his bold defense of Freethoughi. He 
made out a will in Mr. Bradlaugh’s favor, but he sub- 
sequently made another will, and died in ciroum- 
stances that necessitated an inquest. By agreement, 
however, Mr. Bradlaugh obtained 42.500 from the 
estate, and the windfall came opportunely, for his 
struggles and litigations had involved him in consid- 
erable debt. I know he had often to borrow money 
on heavy interest. One day, at Turner-strest, he 
told me that a creditor of this species had coolly in- 
vited bim to dinner. Hang it,” he said, you can't 
dine with a man who charges you sixty per cent.” 


— — 
Bradlaugh/s Burial. 


** Sponge out the Record, make tardy amends 
With tears of contrition that shame as they flow. 
Blot out the Past, forgiv and be friends, 
y from his grave may the Cito grow I 
. Aul No! 
WE Do NOT BURY THE HATOHET 80! 


They who hav harried him till he is dead, 
For their cowardly creeds shall reap as they sow. 
Not at his tomb is the last word said: 
We shall pay back to them all that we owe! 
Au! No! 
WE Do NOT BURY THE HATORET 801 


Over his ashes they pray for peace, 
Who hav helped to quench his fiery glow; 
But not for an hour will our battle cease; 
Our spoils of triumph his tomb shall strow ! 
; Aus! No! 
WE Do NOT BURY THE HATOHET 801 


Do they think we hav ever forgotten the way 
He was badgered and bandied to and fro? 
Do they think we hav ever forgotten that day 
Of the cruelest gladiatorial show?“ 

Aug! No! 
WE DO NOT BURY THE HATOHET 80!. 


"Tis one more lost of unnumbered lives, 
Wrecked, or taken by tortures slow ! 
"Tis the common lot of the Thinker who strives 
To the death for Tyranny’s overthrow! 
AI] No! 
WE DO NOT BURY THE HATOHET 80! 


Birds of the night from their hiding-place 
Will venture to mount their middens and crow. 
There are those who will feel he has turned his face 
On the other side for their safer blow! 
An! No! 
WE DO NOT BURY THE HATOHET 801 


Deeds, not words, for our Champion brave; 
Deeds that will lighten the weight of woe. 
I may not follow his dust to the grave, 
But I shall be with you when facing the foe. 
Au! No! 
WE DO Nor BURY THE HATOHZT 801 


the passage, and on his right the street window. | 


bad ones for every good one. 
reach. It has galleries consecrated to the glory of 
individuals who hav had the impudence or stupidity 
to present vile imitations of great masters to their 
fellow-citizens, and it is managed by men dull 
enough, or timid enough, to accept such stupid gifts 
and label them with the names and titles devised 
by the swindling dealers of Europe and America who 
thrive by palming such things off upon rich, vain, 
and uneducated Americans. 
some things to be learned in the museum. The mi- 
croscopic reproductions of Europe's architectural 
wonders stimulate study and wake up the mind, 
though they are but toys in themselvs. The em- 
ployees hav fine stripes on their uniforms, it is fun to 
work the turnstiles, the place is warm in winter and 
cool in summer, the collection of old glassware is 
really fine, though falsely labeled,and the inscrip- 
tion on the memorial erected by actors to Edgar 
Allen Poe is admirably adapted to make a cat die of 
laughing or to giv an Englishman a stitch in his 


Let the war-drums louder and louder roll 
Defiance, as on for the goal we go! 
Rise to the Hero’s stature in soul: 
Cower not down with the corse laid low. 
An! No! : 
WE DO NOT BURY THE HATOHET 80! 


—Geraid Massey in Arend. 


*The day he was brutally ejected from the House of Commons, 
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May Be Open on Sunday. 
From the Evening Sun. 


It is more than likely that the Metropolitan mu- 


seum will at last be open on Sundays, and that the 
working people, whose hard and uninteresting lives 
through the six other days make museums and such 
things possible, will hav a chance to look at the 
things which belong to them. 
museum is not exactly an institution to be proud of. 


The Metropolitan 


It has some good pictures, but at least a hundred 
It is difficult to 


But still there are 


side. 
The enjoyment of these things should not be with- 


held from working people, and it is pleasing, there- 
fore, to announce that the place will probably be 
opened to them on Sunday before very long. 


But don’t get a wrong idea about the thing. The 


directors of the museum are not going to open the 
museum from any feeling of decency, or because 
they hav come to recognize the rights of the people. 
If such things had any weight with them, the hon- 
eat work and pleadings of the newspapers of New 
York would hav opened long since the doors of the 
institution which they selfishly govern. Other 
things hav influenced these directors. Yor instance, 
at first they based their refusal to open the museum 
on Sunday upon religious principles. It is quite true 


that there are pictures in the museum that would 
make the lowliest Christian swear any day in the 
week, and which should therefore be hidden on Sun- 
day, such as the landscape painted by the poet 
Browning’s son, presented by Mrs. Bloomfield Moore, 
a deep admirer of Browning, and hung at the top of 
astairease. This picture, which to the scientific mind 
suggests the dissection of & human liver, is un- 
Christian, and so are some of the imitations in the 
Marquand collection. But the directors did not use 
these good arguments when they spoke of the neces- 
sity of closing the place on Sundays for religious rea- 
sons. On the contrary, the directors were talking 
in a general way; they were revealing themselvs, 
some of them at least, as hypoorits and liars. 

The Evening Sun printed the fact that some of 
the directors had a habit of taking their families and 
friends to see the things on Sunday when the vul- 
gar herd was locked out. This revelation was 
awkward. But something must be said, economy 
was urged, snd a Metropolitan museum director had 
the impertinence to explain that it cost nothing to 
show the thing to himself, his friends, and his fellows 
on the Sabbath because, of course, they would not 
steal, and it was unnecessary to pay Officials to 
watch the treasures on that day. With the work- 
ing people, on the contrary, thieving was to be looked 
for, not to mention the horrible possibility of their 
coming with lunch-baskets to scatter crumbs. 

Working people will owe the opening of the mu- 
seum on Sundays, not to the honest protests of 
their own class, or to the newspapers which might 
represent them, but to the interest of society, that 
vague body which consists of educated people with 
time on their hands, and who, as a rule, are a fairly de- 
cent lot if you approach them on the right side. 

These hav determined to hav the museum open all 
the week. They hav started out in earnest. — 

Teas are given where the directors are invited and 
talked to. Petitions are issued, and covered with 
the signatures of citizens who pay big rents. 

To-day, for instance, such a petition was going 
about in the principal up and downtown restaurants. 
That carried about the Cafe Savarin by Mr. Oliver 
Sumner Teall was soon covered with names. It was 
a fair sample of the lot. 

The Metropolitan museum, 
be open to everybody. 


such ag it is, will soon 
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Freedom of Worship Bill. 


Bill No. 347, introduced in the senate of New York 
state by Mr. Emerson, was referred to the judiciary 
committee, and a public hearing was given on it 
March 24th at Albany. The bill provides that no 
incorporated institution shall receive any state 
moneys “unless the free exercise and enjoyment of 
religious profession and worship” is allowed to all 
its beneficiaries. It is practically the same bill that 
has been offered many times during the past sixteen 
years, and though general in its scope is generally 
understood to be urged mainly to enable Roman 
Catholic priests to say mass and make proselytes in 
the House of Refuge, now under Protestant. control. 
The waifs of New York who become wards of the 
state, are committed by police magistrates either to 
the Oatholic Protectory, the Juvenil Asylum, or the 
House of Refuge. All are in their organization 
private institutions, but all arerun on public moneys 
either appropriated in lump sums, or paid at the rate 
of $2 per child per week. 

No one appeared before the committee to favor 
the bill, and the first to come forward against it was 
Mr. James M. King, secretary of “the National 
League for the Protection of American Institutions.” 
He found many unconstitutional flaws in it, but 
started out with declaring it “unnecessary in that 
it proposes to correct an assumed violation of the 
constitution of the state, which violation does not 
exist,” and concluded by recommending a radical 
cure for all this contention between sects by amend- 
ing the New York state constitution by inserting as 
follows: 

„This state shall not use its property or credit, or any 
money raised by taxation, or authorize either to be used, for 
the purpose of founding, maintaining, or aiding by appro- 
priation, payment for services, expenses, or otherwise, any 
church, religious denomination, or religious society, or any 
institution, society, or undertaking which is wholly, or in 
part, under sectarian or ecclesiastical control.” 

He was followed by Mr. Miller, representing the 
House of Refuge, and he devoted himself mainly to 
asserting that the House of Refuge is entirely un- 
sectarian, that clergymen of all denominations hav 
been invited to address the inmates, that they hav 
refused to permit the ceremony of regular “ mass,” 
and therefore the Jesuits are promoting this legis- 
lation. As he was becoming vehement in denounc- 
ing them, he was interrupted by the Rev. Mr. Mc- 
Leod, of Albany, a Presbyterian preacher, who de- 
sired to speak also in opposition, laying stress on 
the inevitable religious controversy and strife which 
would follow if the bill were to become a law. 

The committee was anxious to pass to the consid- 
eration of important constitutional amendments re- 
garding elections, and at first reluctantly heard a few 
remarks from E. B. Foote, Jr., who appeared there, 
as he informed them, to represent the great un- 
churched millions," those who were much interested 
in proper management of state affairs, in preventing 
any entangling ‘alliances of church and state, and 
who would not sanction jobbing out state functions 


Business Manager. 


H 
to private church institutions, however “ unsecta- 


rian.” QOopies of the American Secular Union pam- 
phlet were distributed, together with a printed slip giv- 
ing the resolutions adopted a week ago at the Liberal 
Olub meeting. The argument presented in behalf 
of Secularists, Agnostics, Liberals, Freethinkers, and 
pagans in general, made these point: 

1. That all the arguments offered so far show 
that sectarian teaching in institutions receiving pub- 
lic support is unconstitutional ; that nothing need be 
said to fortify the excellent and forcible arguments 
made by Mr. Oram six years ago (exhibited in pam- 
phlet form) and Mr. Moller to-day ; but, 

2. That the House of Refuge was not run in the 
purely unsectarian way claimed; that there was a 
Methodist parson, Rev. W. O. Steele, stealing $2,000 
per year and the accommodations of a well-furnished 
residence from funds appropriated by the county ; 
that the printed Manual of Devotion“ (exhibited) 
teaches total depravity, vicarious atonement, miracu- 
lous incarnation, and eternal damnation, all sectarian 
dogmas, since the Universalists and Unitarians would 
not indorse them ; 

3. That Catholic and Protestant institutions. are 
all run as proselyting machines, contrary to constitu- 
tional provisions ; that the pickings are pretty fairly 
apportioned between them ; and to giv each entrance 
to the other’s domains would be to invite merry war 
and unending equabbles ; 

4. That, if the constitution is to be ignored, it is 
not advisable to make matters worse by legalizing 
the introduction of all sorts of religious ceremonies 
into state-supported institutions. 

5. That the only thing to do, that is worth doing 
and doing well, is to abolish the present methods, 
establish purely state asylums for the care of all 
its wards, and employ no clericals or religious 
teachers in them; giving only such education in 
morality and civility as will enable the young per- 
sons, when discharged, to be good citizens and make 
their own way prosperously in the world. 

6. That this is the only constitutional and satis- 
factory way to settle this quarrel ; that in this matter 
there is but one right thing to do, and until it shall 
be done there will be a never-ending contest between 
sectarian societies for the profits they hav discovered 
in caring for juvenil delinquents at $102 per year 
when it costs them about $40. 

Toward the end of the discussion Mr. McLeod ot- 
fered the following substitute for the bill : 


„An act with reference to the payments of moneys of the 
state to incorporated institutions, societies, and associations : 
It shall not be lawful for any officer of the state to pay to 
or for any incorporated institution, society, or associa- 


-tion, nor to the managers, agents or officers thereof, any 


moneys of the state to be used for the purpose of founding, 
maintaining, or aiding by appropriation, payment for serv- 
ices, expenses or otherwise, any church or religious denom- 
ination, or religious society, or any institution, society, or 
undertaking which is either wholly or in part under secta- 
rian or ecclesiastical control.” 

No dcubt the Protestant sectarians would prefer 
the latter to the original bill, but probably they 
propose it with the expectation that it may defeat 
any action; while some of the Oatholic party were 
heard to say that the best way would be to substi- 
tute secular state institutions for sectarian private 
ones, but if that can't be, then the Fraedom of 
Worship Bill” is the fair solution of the difficulty. 

If both these great contestants meant what they 
gay, the right thing could be done right speedily, but 
they are adepts at using words to conceal their 
thoughts, and the result is a drawn battle—with no 
gain to either, but a continued loss to “the un- 
churched millions " who pay taxes to pay costs of 
taking care of juvenil misfits at double the actual 
expense, while cramming them with creeds that are 
a hindrance rather than an aid to their becoming 
good citizens and practical, self-supporting men. 

—— i$ ans an RRON 


A Story Started On Its Way. 


The Philadelphia Inquirer comes up NN with 
the statement that 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll has given evidence of late that 
his views upon the future state are undergoing Something of 
a change. He is not as antagonistic as he was. He has lost 
his pugnaciousness. The sneer at all things religious is 
wanting. He seems to hav arrived at that point where 
he is ready to believe in the possibility that death does not 
end all.” 


The Inquirer finds its text in the eulogy of Law- 
rence Barrett by Mr. Ingersoll on the evening of his 
lecture on Shakspere, quoting these words: 


~f of two eternities. 


“ My heart tells me that on the threshold of this address 
it wil be appropriate, he said, ‘to say a few words about 
the great actor who has just fallen into that ep that we call 


death. 3» 


The italicising i is done by the Tüguiver, which con- 
tinues to quote: 


In the drama of our human lite, all are actors and no 
one knows his part. In this great play the scenes are shifted 
by unknown forces, and the commencement, plot, and end 
are still unknown—are still unguessed. One by one the 
players leave the stage, and others take their places. There 
is no pause—the play goeson. No prompter's voice is heard, 
and no one has the slightest clue to what the next scene is 
to be. 

„Will this great drama hav an end? Will the ‘curtain 
fall at last? Will it rise again upon some other stage? 
Reason says perhaps, and hope still whispers yes.” 


Upon this last it comments: 


Reason says perhaps.’ That is the furthest that Inger- 
soll has ever gone. His reason heretofore has led him to 
declare the reverse. And when to reason he adds ‘ hope’ 
he is getting dangerously near the line when Infidelism 
merges into Christianity.” 


We hav heard all this before—several times. But 
now, as then, it evidences no change in opinion by 
the great Agnostic. He has never said, at any time, 
in any speech, or book, or article, or conversation, 
that “death ends all ;’ nor has he denied the possi- 
bility of another life. Some of his utterances upon 
this subject it may be well to quote for comparison. 
The first public one that we recollect was in May, 
1879, a tribute to his brother Ebon P. Ingersoll, 
when he said : 


„Life is a narrow vale between the cold and barren peaks 
We strive in vain to look beyond the 
hights. We cry aloud, and the only answer is the echo of 
our unavailing cry. From the voiceless lips of the unreply- 
ing dead there comes no word; but in the night of death 
hope sees a star and listening love can hear the rustle of a 
wing.” 


Over the grave of little Harry Miller about the 
same time he said this : 


* Why should we fear that which will come to all that is ? 
We cannot tell, we do not know, which is the greater bless- 
ing—life or death. We cannot say that death is not a good. 
We do not know whether the grave is the end of this life, or 
the door of another, or whether the night here is not some- 
where else a dawn. 

“Every cradle asks us ‘Whence?’ and every coffin 
t Whither? The poor barbarian, weeping above his dead, 
can answer these questions just as well as the robed priest of 
the most authentic creed. The tearful ignorance of the one 
is as consoling as the learned and unmeaning words of the 
other.” 


These were said years ago, but compare them with 
the words in the eulogy of Lawrence Barrett and see 
how little change in sentiment there is. 

In 1884, in his lecture on Orthodoxy, he said : 


„They tell me that the next terrible thing I do is to take 
away the hope of immortality! I do not, I would not, I 
could not. Immortality was first dreamed of by human 
love; and yet the church is going to take human love out 
of immortality. We love, therefore we wish to liv. A loved 
one dies and we wish to meet again; and from the affection 
of the human heart grew the great oak of the hope of im- 
mortality. Around that oak hav climbed the poisonous 
vines of superstition. Theologians, pretenders, soothsayers, 
parsons, priests, popes, bishops, hav taken advantage of 
that. They hav stood by graves and promised heaven. 
They hav stood by graves and prophesied a future filled 
with pain. They hav erected their toll-gates on the highway 
of life and hav collected money from fear. 

“I would not destroy the faintest ray of human hope, but 
I deny that we got our idea of immortality from the Bible. 
It existed long before Moses. We find it symbolized 
through all Egypt, through all India. Wherever man has 
lived he has made another world in which to meet the lost 
of this. 

“We do not know, we cannot say, whether death is a 


wall or a door; the beginning or end of a day; the spread- 


ing of pinions to soar, or the folding forever of wings; the 
rise or the set of a sun, or an endless life that brings rapture 
and love to every one." 


In 1888 Colonel Ingersoll discussed religious 
questions with Dr. Henry M. Field. On the sub- 
ject of immortality Mr. Ingersoll said: 


* Upon the question of immortality.you hav done me, un- 
intentionally, a great injustice. With regard to that hope, 
I hav never uttered ‘a flippant or a trivial’ word. I hav 
said a thousand times, and I say again, that the idea of im- 
mortality, that, like a sea, has ebbed and flowed in the hu- 
man heart, with its countless waves of hope and fear beat- 
ing against the shores and rocks of time and fate, was not 
born of any book, nor of any creed, nor of any religion. It 
was born of human affection, and it will continue to ebb and 
flow beneath the mists and clouds of doubt and darkness as 
long as love kisses the lips of death. 

“I hav said a thousand times, and I say again, that we do 
not know, we cannot say, whether death is a wall or a door 
—the beginning, or end, of a day--the spreading of piniong 
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to soar, or the folding forever of wings—the rise or the set 
of & sun, or an endless life, that brings rapture and love to 
everyone. f 

The belief in immortality is far older than Christianity. 
Thousands of years before Christ was born billions of people 
had lived and died inthat hope. Upon countless graves had 
been laid in love and tears the emblems of another life. The 
. heaven of the New Testament was to be in this world. The 
dead, after they were raised, were to liv here. Not one sgt- 
isfactory word was said to hav been uttered by Christ—noth- 
ing philosophic, nothing clear, nothing that adorns, like a 
bow of promis, the cloud of doubt. 

** According to the account in the New Testament, Christ 
was dead for a period of nearly three days. After his resur- 
rection, why did not some one of his disciples ask him Where 
he had been? Why did he not tell them what word he had 
visited? There was the opportunity fo ‘ bring life and im- 
mortality to light. And yet he was as silent as the grave that 
he had left—speechless as the stone that angels had rolled 
away. . 

How do you account for this? Was it not infinitly cruel 
- to leave the world in darkness and in doubt, when one word 
could hav filled all time with hope and light? 

„The hope of immortality is the great oak round which 
hav climbed the poisonous vines of superstition. The vines 
hav not supported the oak—the oak has supported the vines. 
As long as men liv and love and die, this hope will blossom 
jn the human heart. 

** AN I hav said upon this subject has been to express my 
hope and confess my lack of knowledge. Neither by word 
nor look hav I expressed any other feeling than sympathy 
with those who hope to liv again—for those who bend above 
their dead and dream of life to come. But I hav denounced 
the selfishness and heartlessness of those who expect for 
themselvs an eternity of joy, and for the rest of mankind 
predict, without a tear, a world of endless pain. Nothing 
can be more contemptible than such a hope—a hope that can 
giv satisfaction only to the hyenas of the human race.” 


Just before this, Colonel Ingersoll was troubled 
with a sore throat and the Christian press for sev- 
eral months seemed very solicitous as to his health 
and reported him weak and feeble physically, and 
not only that, but made the Inquirer's present 
assertion that there was a growing disposition on his 
part to lay down his arms, and even join the church. 


In an interview we had with him then we called | 


these things to his attention, and he replied like this: 


“I do not think the Christian press has been very solici- 
tous about my Fealti. Neither do I think that my health 
will ever add to theirs. The fact is, I am exceedingly well, 
and my throat is better than it has been in many years. Any 
one who imagine that I am disposed to lay down my arms can 
read my reply to Dr. Field in the November number of the 
North American Review. 
myself, except this: that my hatred of superstition becomes 
a little more and more intense; on the other hand, I see 
more clearly that all the superstitions were naturally pro. 
duced, and I am now satisfled that every man does as he 
must, including priests and editors of religious papers.” 


The next year, June 25, 1889, Oolonel Ingersoll 
wrote these words to Mr. E. R. Johnes : 


** I congratulate you on what you hav said concerning the 
wax figures’ of Milton. If anyone is open to the charge of 
barren Materialism, it is Milton. His ‘heaven’ was simply 
another England—with goverament somewhat worse. You 
hav endeavored to establish your doctrin by reason—by 
something universal—and you hav wisely left out the provin- 

. cialism, the prejudices, and the puerilities of Ohristianity, 
Love and hope are universal. As long as men love and as 
long as they hope there will probably be in heart and brain 
the splendid dream of immortality. It may be that we liv 
no more—that we go back to the unconscious dust, and yet 
the heart will always say, Perhaps there is another life.“ 
But whether there is or not let us all paint on the canvas of 
the future the pictures that delight and satisfy the soul. 
We know that in this world after joy comes grief, as after day 
comes night; and it may be there is some world where 
after grief comes joy, as after night comes day.” 


There doesn’t seem to be much merging of Inf 
delism into Christianity in that. But this letter 
was made the basis of hundreds of articles in relig- 
ious and secular journs]s—and if we recollect rightly, 
the Znquirer was the very paper to begin—claiming 
that Colonel Ingersoll “was backing down in the 
rigor of his assertions.” But right on the heels of 
that letter Oolonel Ingersoll wrote several articles 
indicting the Christian religion as thoroughly and 
as vigorously as ever, one of them being Why I Am 
an Agnostic, and the subject was dropped. Now 
the Inquirer starts it again, with no better basis 
than before, and we suppose the story will grow, 
“going from Sunday-school to Sunday-school, from 
pulpit to pulpit, from hypocrit to savage—that is to 
say, from missionary to Hottentot—without the 
slightest evidence of fatigue—fresh and strong, and 
in its cheeks the roses and lilies of perfect health.“ 
Every Christian paper in the country will take the 
Inquirer's insinuation, probably change it to an 

. Mlirmation of a fact, print if as the absolute truth, 


2 


and the unthinking church folks will believe it. 


ready to repeat what the owners know to be false, 


I see no particular difference in- 


they hav never touched Christianity nor the Bible. These 
stand intact, bearing no mark of the battle-axes of the giants 
of unbelief.” But if Christianity has never been touched, 
why these revisions of Bible and creeds? If it stands intact 
wliy try heretics and expel them from the pulpits? What 
is the church afraid of? 


Ds. Foors, the representativ of the Freethinkers at the 
hearing on the Freedom of Worship bill—editorially referred 
to elsewhere in this issue of Taz Truru Ssexer—informs 
us that he was surprised to fiad Elbridge T. Gerry, the 
president of the Soclety for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children, working for the Roman Catholics In this matter. 
This zeal on the part of Mr. Gerry is probably due to the 
fact that the Catholics hav recently made 4 raid on the New 
York Juvenil Asylum, endeavoring to get their priests into 
that Protestant institution, and Mr. Gerry is probably will- 
ing to let them into the Randall’s Island House of Refuge if 
they will let his pet institution alone. The Randall's Island 
Refuge is a state reformatory, and both Catholics and Prot- 
estants ate willing to cripple it—the former on behalf of the 
Westchester Protectory, and the latter in the interest of the 
Juvenil Asylum. It is a game of grab of vagrant children, 
and a consequent grab of state funds, on the part of both 
churches. The Protestant opposers of the Freedom of Wor- 
ship bill, as well as Senator Ives, the Catholic member of the 
om mittee, talked very fair at the hearing, but that was 
with intent to deceive. Senator Ives was the legislator who 
proposed to open the doors of the Juvenil Asylum to the 
priests, and the Protestant professional philanthropists re- 
alize that they must make concessions to save that institu- 
tion exclusivly to themselvs. It’s a matter of log-rolling. 


Then it will go over to England, from there to the 
continent, and then “be used by missionaries in 
China, Japan, India, and Africa.” 

“There are thousands and thousands of tongues 


and these lies are part of the stock in trade, the val- 
uable assets, of superstition. No church can sfford 
to throw its property away. To admit that these 
stories are false now is to admit that the church has 
been busy lying for hundreds of years, and it is 
also to admit that the word of the church is not and 
cannot be taken as evidence of any fact.” 


— — — 
Editorial Notes. 


Tug Baltimore World states facts succinctly. It says: 
No one who has ever heard Bob Ingersoll talk or read bits 
of his beautiful word painting can but desire to hear more 
and read more. Ingersoll is a great friend of the good 
gray poet, Walt Whitman. A lecture by Ingersoll on Whit- 
man entitled Liberty in Literature’ has just been published 
by the Truth Seeker Company." But why Bob?“ Why 
not Robert, or colonel? : 


E. H. Murray, a tourist, contrasts the Australian and Cal- 
ifornian Sunday in these words: The American Sunday 
simply beffles the Australian. In Sydney the day is ob- 
served with severe strictness; no bars are Open, concerts are 
unknown, vehicles go slow in passing places of worship, and 
even a candy shop must remain closed for the day. But 
Sunday in San Franscisco is a gala day. However, I saw 
fewer people drunk on the street of San Franscisco on Sun- 
day than in Melbourne or Sidney.” 


Warrer E. Rex, the medium sent to prison by Mr. 
Wanamaker’s orders, has been released from the Detroit 
House of Correction, his term having expired. He was given 
a reception by the Grand Rapids Spiritualists on the evening 
of March 221, when he lectured on Ten Months a Convict 
and Its Lessons of Wisdom.” Recalling incidents of his 
early life Mr. Reid explained why he left the church and 
became a Spiritualist. His parents both died while he was 
an infant, and at seven years of age he found himself won- 
dering if he should ever meet them. That he might do so he 
joined a church. I had begun to fear death,” he told his 
audience, because, unless I were a Christian, it would for. 
ever separate me from the parents I had never seen. 'Lov- 
ing in Life and in Death not Separated,’ is inscribed upon. 
their tombstone. I, too, was now a Christian and a church- 
member and was ready to meet them. My mother had left 
me her precious little Bible, and it was while reading the 
pages of that book that I firmly determined to devote my 
life to its teachings. But, alas! an unforeseen and insur- 
mountable obstacle intervened. By merest accident I learned 
that, while a man of great nobility cf character, my father 
was not a Christian. Great God! The anguish of that mo- 
ment. If he were not entitled toa place in heaven, where 
else could;he be, according to the faith of the church of 
which I was a member, but in hell? The church lost its 
charms when jt pointed a bony finger toward a hell for my 
father and a heaven for my mother.” Then he became a 
Spiritualist and fouad peace. 


Tagy are very pious in Massachusetts on Sunday, but still 
Batan finds a way of ingratiating himself with the people. 
Cigars are not to be had on that day by ordinary purchase, 
but the druggists hav found a way to serve the slaves of the 
weed. A reporter for the Boston Herald stepped into a 
pharmacy at the South End a week or two ago and asked 
for some cigars. The young gentleman back of the counter 
handed over a peculíar package that looked as if it might 
contain cough drops ora corn cure. Twenty-five cents,” 
said the young man significantly, or we can giv you some- - 
thing made from a different formula for fifteen cents.” The 
package consisted of a cardboard 4 x 6 inches, and so folded 
as to make an elongated case open at theends. Around this 
carefully folded was a dark paper wrapper sealed at the ends 
with red wax. Upon one of the broad sides of the package 
was printed the following : 

* WONDER BELIEF. 
* AN EFFICIENT ANODYNE 
“To allay restlessness, calm mental and bodily nervousness, and 
to produce a general state of delightfnl languor and repose. A pal. 
liativ for Nervous Cough and paroxysms of Chronic Asthma. An 
aid to digestion.” 

At the back was printed: ‘‘Iadorsed by many eminent 
physicians.” Along the sides appeared the following: 

“pw CAUTION-—This drug is a powerful sedativ poison, locally 
irritant, and should bs kept beyond tne reach of ohildren. 

“An infusion of twenty grains of this drug in a half-pint of water 
(used for an enema) will prove an effioient antidote for poisoning 
by stryohnía. National Dispensatory, 21 Ed. 1880." 

The scribe broke the sealed ends and drew forth three 
cigars. This reminds us of the experience of a New Yorker 
who recently visited the city of Worcester, a gentleman of 
age and consequent experience, who has managed so far in 
his life to get along without a guardian. The ride in the 
cars had made him thirsty, and when he got off the train he 
looked for a place to irrigate his throat. There was no 
saloon in sight, and he inquired of a nativ who said the 
demon of drink was not known in town. The nativ’s state- 
ment was doubted by the visitor, and later on he saw a per- 
son who looked as though he occasionally tarried with his 
enemy, to whom he repeated his question. See that barber- 
shop there?" returned the bibulous-looking individual. 
The visitor saw. Go in there, and sit down in the chair,” 
continued the interlocuted. Get your hair brushed, giv the 
barber twenty-five cents, and then go into the back room 
aud wash your hands. There’s a closet over the sink and 
in it the barber sometimes leaves a bottle and a glass. You 
can't buy any liquor, but if you steal a drink no one will 
prosecute you.” And it was just as the second ngtiv said. 


Tur Catholics are building at South Yonkers a seminary 
to cost half a million of dollars. The grounds will comprise 
seventy acres, and over seventy thousand dollars were paid 
for them. Of course neither land nor buildings will pay 
taxes. Every city priest in the diocese will pay one hundred 
dollars, and every country priest seventy-five dollars, annually 
toward the cost. Asa priest’s salary in the city is alleged 
by the good Catholic people to be only six hundred dollars 
this will seriously cramp their finances. . 


Tur last issue of Lucifer states that after nearly two 
months of delay the ‘‘ writ of error” made out by David 
Overmeyer in the case of the United Btates against Moses 
Harman, charged with the violation of the postal laws, has 
been allowed by Judge Caldwell of the United States circuit. 
court. By giving bond in the sum of $1,000 for appearance 
at the June session of the United States circuit court, to be 
held at Leavenworth, Kan., in June next, the editor of 
Lucifer is allowed to enjoy the sunshine and air of liberty a 
while longer. He is now bonded, in the two cases against 
him, in the sum of $$6,000— $3,500 for his appearance at the 
said term. of court, and $2,500 that he will prosecute his 
appeal to effect,” or to legal termination. 


Sg a 

Tuk governor of New Hamphire has issued a fast day” 
proclamation which ought to suit the God - in- the Constitution 
party. He says: Abstaining from our usual avocations 
let us all Observe the day with decorum and solemnity. In 
the congregation of worshipers, at the family altar and in 
the closet, let us with sincere contrition acknowledge our 
transgressions before almighty God, who has been so fully 
revealed to us as our heavenly father by the Lord Jesus 
Christ our savior.” Fast day in New Hampshire is a hollow 
humbug, like the preachers. Originally invented when the 
state was a part of Massachusetts and as grimly puritanical 
as a witch-whipping magistrate, the custom has been contin- 
ued to these degenerate days when it is anything but a day of 
humiliating abstinence from food. With the exception of 
the Fourth of July it is as riotous a holiday as New Hamp- 
shire knows. 


Tux Ohristian Statesman says: The New York legisla- 
ture has a new tax bill before it, which still proposes to 
exempt churches from taxation as the laws of the state hav 
always done. The Secularists are making strenuous opposi- 
tion to this feature of the bill. The state, however, will not 
be swayed by their clamor from its traditional policy. The 
exemption of churches, like schools, colleges, and hospitals, 
rests on the ground that these are not private property used 
for personal advantage or gain, but are devoted to the public 
good, and it is good policy to encourage the devotion of 
individual means to such ends. The opposition to ít always 
proceeds on the denial of the truth and value of religion— 
that is on grounds distinctly Infidel.” The Statesman is 
pretty nearly right in this last assertion. Very few people 
but Infidels are advocating the taxation of churches. But 
the Infidels will arrive at their destination sooner or later. 


— . —ñ—üä 

Inrmets will now please join the church! Christianity is 
all right, and firm as the bills. Dr. Buckley says so in these 
words: “ Infidels claim that their opposition to the Bible is 
founded on its inconsistencies and contradictions. If, how- 
ever, each case were studied with care, it would be found 
that their attitude toward the Bible had its origin in some 
misrepresentation of that book. Nearly all Infidel attacks 
on the Bible are aimed at some caricature of its doctrins, 
and all the assaults of unbelievers on Christianity are leveled 
against false and distorted views of that system. They re- 
gard the bigotry, cruelty, and tyranny which persecuted and |. 
put to death such as refused to conform to certain unreason- 
able requirements, thé fatalism of extreme Calvinism, and 
the inconsistency and hypocrisy which sometimes creep into 
every denomination as fair representations of Christianity, 
and deal their heayiest blows against these. The result is 


218 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 4. 


1891. : 


Leiters from friends. 


FonzsrviLLE, N. Y., March 16, 1891. 
Mr. EprrOR: I received your picture book, and was very 
much pleased with it and hav enjoyed it very much. 
Mars. J. W. BENNETT. 


Havana, ILL., Feb. 23, 1891. 
Mr. Entog: I believe this is the fifth year I hav taken 
your paper, and I am glad there is such a paper. I am 
proud of the way this paper battles for our rights, and my 
sincere hope is that it may continue to expose the absurd 
and ridiculous things so commonly found in the teachings of 
Christianity. J. A. WEARER. 


Qustavus, O., March 15, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: Taz Teura SRRRRR is a grand and glorious 
paper, just the kind of mental pabulum that I wish to pro- 
vide for my family. No other periodical can boast of such 
splendid corps of writers. In fact, the best brains in the 
country do the thinking for its columns. We could not pos- 
sibly keep house without it. Mary A. Crispy. 


Lone Hitt, Conn., March 10, 1891. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $3 for renewal and $1 
for“ Is This Your Son, My Lord?” May the Lord be with 
you all, is my humble prayer. 
Is not the controversy about the field secretary getting to 
be a rather wormy chestnut? They would better air their 
dirty linen in some backyard. Joun L. BEARDSLEY. 


Barre, Mass., March 21, 1891. 
` Me. EprroR: I will only say in reply to Mr. W. L. Willis's 
peremptory letter in to-day's TRUTH SEEKER that when he 
will satisfactorily explain to scientists, philosophers, and 
anti-Spiritualists how these so-called spirit manifestations 
are performed with the aid of spirits, I will explain how they 
are performed without the aid of spirits. Mr. Willis is not 

in a state of inquiring receptivity, but of positiv defiance. 

Erra E. GIBSON. 


Norta Menoowany, PA., March 13, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed you will find $5 to renew my sub- 
scription. But this must come to a close before long, as in- 
firmities and age are creeping on; but if I close my career 
before the two years roll around I shall hav the satisfaction 
of knowing that I hav contributed to extend the life of one 
of the grandest, freest, and most enlightened Liberal papers 
in the world. Had I the means I would endow it and make 

it free to all mankind and put it out of superstition’s grasp. 

Levi KELLEY. 

Maxanpa, ILL., March 10, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: I think our cause is deeply disgraced by the 
unkind, bitter, and most undesirable controversy about the 
field secretary. I agree with you exactly as to the use of 
our funds—at least, until they are more abundant than at 
present. It seems as if we were never going to hav sense 
enough to organize and act in harmony. The church de- 
voutly thanks God for our dissensions. They are the delight 
and joy of the enemy, as they are our shame and weakness. 

W. W. WALKER. 


DzrAvAN, Minn., March 19, 1891. 
Mr. Epniron: Inclosed find stamps for the TRUTH SEEKER 
' ANNUAL for 1891, also a. Liberal Hymn-Book." We are 
well pleased with TuE TRUTH SEEKER, and with Watson 
Heston's pictures and cartoons. The one in March 7th we 
would be glad to see fulfilled. We are old people, but my 
wife says she would like to see R. G. Ingersoll president; 
then there might be some prospect of seeing the idea of the 
cartoon fulfilled. I wish you the highest prosperity, also all 
true Liberals throughout the world. Or» 76. 


BUSHRELL, ILL., March 7, 1891. 
Mn. Eprrog: This jangling and wrangling among bright 
Secular Liberals would seem, from a circumscribed stand- 
point, ludicrous, but considering its possible, aye, probable 
effect, itis anything but amusing. I would bring them all 
into the nursery, allowing no discussion as to who struck 
firat, and make them kiss and go to bed like good children, 
for we be brethren.” The Truth Seeker Text-Book” is 
an arsenal filled with most effectiv weapons. Let every 
Freethinker walk in and equip himself. The only fault I 

can find is, it is too nice to lend. 8. L. Banarrr, M.D. 


GREENVILLE, Miom., March 5, 1891. 
Mr, Eprrok: I was in hopes some of my friends would 
gend for the paper. We hav some Freethinkers, but they 
are not free enough to take the paper. We hav a plenty of 
free Christians, that hav a plenty of the popular policy, that 
come to our grange, and sometimes I get there? with a 
selection that helps to civilize these Christians. And on the 
whole they are more Liberal than they were at the firat of 
my reading my paper to them, for at first they would rub 
me out like a pencil.mark on a slate. So now I think your 
paper is the main part of the machinery that grinds out pro- 

gression of the highest order. Jos. Bunazss. 


Suisrzv's Pont, Mo., Feb. 20, 1891. 

Me. Eprror: Inclosed find a petition for opening the 
World'a Fair on Sunday. Icould hav got more names, but 
the Christians are mad in these parts now. We had a de- 
bate between E!der Browder, their big gun, and James 
Magee, a country farmer. 
and science harmonize. He made it as clear as a mud. 
puddle. Magee affirmed that the Bible was of human origin. 
The cranky divine never attempted to answer a single argu. 
ment, but did as all preachers do—when hard pressed did 
nothing but abuse his opponent. However, the debate has 


| But to come back to the subject. 


Browder affirmed that the Bible |. 


been a blessing here. Many hav had their eyes opened who 
supposed the Bible was of divine origin. Freethought is rap- 
jdly gaining ground here, especially among the young. 
The ghost-dancers must go. Gzo. W. SochRR. 


"CHARLEVOIX, Mioz., March 11, 1891. 

Msz. Eprror: The Lord, or the preachers, are doing a big 
work in our little burg. It commenced by the Baptists 
ducking a batch. The Methodists and Congregationalists 
were not to be outdone, so it has been which and t'other 
for some weeks—meetings every night in all three mills. 
The consequences—many souls saved and great additions to 
the churches. And yet the storekeepers say that the change 
of heart experienced by so many does not bring them 
around to pay their honest debts. Why should it, when 
Jesus paid it all? 


An honest man’s above their might ; 
A man’s a man for a’ that. 


Success to THE TRUTH BEEKER and the whole fraternity. 
ROBERT MILLER. 


BroowpALz, O., Feb. 28, 1891. 
MR. Eprror: It givs me much pleasure to say that we 
had Mr. J. E. Remsburg here on the 16th inst., when he 
gave us his lecture on Sabbath Breaking,” and to our great 
surprise everything went off in the most genteel and orderly 
manner. We had expected trouble from some of the very 
good people. All seemed to be pleased with Mr. Remsburg 
and his talk, and some hav expressed sorrow that he did not 
speak longer. Others expected ‘more hammer-and-tongs 
work and were surprised to hear such a scholarly discourse 
and such a gentle laying on of the stripes. It had been rain- 
ing all day, and continued before and during the lecture, and 
still we had about two hundred persons to hear the blast of 
a Freethought trumpet. And from the commotion it caused 
for a few days there is no doubt but that some persons hav 
learned to view the question from & somewhat different 
point of vantage. Our local paper came out with a very 
favorable mention—had to giv credit where it was due. 
Yours, ete., C. C. GERMANN. 


Los ANGELES, CAL., Feb. 24, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrok: I write to inform you that Miss H. H. Gar. 
dener's book was duly received, and has been carefully read 
by myself and some of my friends, and with one voice we 
wish to say that we think it one of the most readable books 
that we hav ever read. Miss Gardener's unanswerable argu- 
ments while attacking the many vulnerable points of the 
old Jewish scrap-book—a book which has caused so much 
misery in the world, and yet is still being held as a holy 


-terror over the trembling, ignorant souls who hav not the 
freedom and independence to think and judge for themselvs 
And her easy and effectiv manner |. 


—are really refreshing. 
in probing through the web of priestcraft sophistry, and let- 
ting in the light of science, reason, and truth, is really mar- 
velous; and doubtless her work will meet with the highest 
appreciation by all true lovers of truth and Freethought. 
And we sincerely wish that every man and woman in the 
land had a volume of this work, and would giv it a thorough 
and careful reading. J. W. Barret. 


Dwiekr, Irr., March 17, 1891. 

Mz. Eniror: I may as well pen you and the patrons a few 
lines again, for I see my subscription will soon expire, and 
it is an open secret, I believe, that editors would rather hav 
subscriptions renewed just before death than any other time. 
Though I may be 8-pottering round quite a while yet, hence 
will renew for two years ahead and send you a quarter for 
the Annuar. Now, friends, a parting word—but as I never 
belonged to any church you muat not expect me to address 
you in the ministerial tone, although old enough, being now 
in my sixty-fifth year. Well, I must be brief, and in case 
this should be my last, unless I can say something pretty 
awakening, why, I. may pass away unknown and unsung. 
Now, by the old Jimtwister—I can scarcely think of any- 
thing very emphatic, but, friends, here goes the old reitera- 
tion, the best I hav in the locker for you, to wit—the most 


-stupendous fraud and humbug ever palmed off on this world 


for truth is the holy Bible, consequently we cannot rely upon 
anything therein recorded. T. J. Jonnson. 


Norrorx, Nzs., March 16, 1891. 
Mz. Enpitor: I notice in Tat TauTH SEEKER that some are 
iz favor of nominating R. G. Ingersoll for president of the 


| United States. While I should be very glad to vote for him, 


I do not think that the people of the United States are quite 
ripe for electing him. Every church in the country would 
be turned into a political meeting-house and the preachers 
would preach against him. There is no question that R. G. 
Ingersoll would be as good a president as this country ever 
had, but did you ever know a preacher to be in favor of re- 
form that would be for the benefit of the people at large? 
They are always in favor to fill their own pockets, and they 
promis the people something good in the sweet by and by. 
I should like to see the 
Becular Union take hold of it, call & convention in proper 
time, and nominate R. G. Ingersoll for president of the 
United States in 1892, While we can hardly expect to elect 
him, it would bring out quite a discussion, and by so doing 
it would set a good many people to thinking, and thus 
it would be a gain for Liberalism. I would like to hear 
from some of our able writers on this matter, and set the 
ball a-rolling. C. F. W. MARQUARDT. 


Corunna, Isp., March 10, E s. 291. 
Mr. Eprrok: It has been a long time since I hav seen a 
word from this part of the moral universe. Not wishing 
your readers to think we are converted to the Christian faith, 
I send greeting to your legion of truth seeking readers. We 


are still on the broad, level road that leads not to spirit land, 


he would want several more books. 
to subscribe for THE TRUTH SEEKER also. 


but to eternal rest, peace, love, charity, and liberty. De- 
spite my desire to liv again, I am thoroughly convinced that 
Ishallnot. If spirits were a thousand times more numerous 
than the living, as they must be if all who hav died are now 
spirits, it is indeed strange that not one has ever turned up 
in this vicinity. The churches are activ in this vicinity, and 
many persons are being converted to the carpenter’s wife's 
son. Baptisms are taking place weekly all aroundus. They 
plunge the poor victim through a hole cut in the ice into the 
frigid waters of some muddy creek. It is indeed sorrowful 
to witness such scenes. But more sorrowful was I to see 
your old-time subscriber and worker in our ranks, Samuel 
Rakestraw, join the enemy. I cannot understand how such 
things are possible. His wife burnt a valuable library of 
books of your publication. But I am cheered to hear of 
progress in other places, even in Brazil, Mexico, and Europe. 
Fraternally yours, Jos. A. SHADE. 


Kxwr, O., March 20, 201. 
Mr. Eprrok: linclose resolutions passed at the twelfth 
meeting of the Kent S. S. L. Association: 


WnuzzEAsS, Under the government of immutable law our 
associate brother, Ambrose C. Hind, has met death with 
that heroism born of an upright life; therefore be it 

Resolved, That in our brother's untimely decease our 
country loses one of her bravest atriots—a defender who | 
proved his patriotism in deeds of valor oh many a hard- 
fought field, that the immortal Declaration of Iadependence 
might no longer remain a lie in the administration of that 
government projected by the genius of Paine, shaped by the 
wisdom of Jefferson and Franklin, protected by the sword 
of Washington, preserved by the generalship of Grant, and 
purified and perpetuated by the statesmanship of the mar- 
tyred Lincoln. 

Resolved, That this association, while deeply sympathizing 
with his family in its great bereavement, realizes the loss to 
the community of an exemplary citizen, aud to the science 
of human cultivation the loss of a devoted student, who 
had the courage to let his light shine, in the face of persecu- 
tion, on the solemn shams of su erstition. 

. M. HRIHrON, Sec. (ex-officio). 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo., March 16, 1891. 
Mr. Enpirok : Inclosed find sixty-five cents for pamphlets. 
Tam ordering these for a young friend of mine, who, like my- 
self, until. recently has been a Sunday-school class teacher. 
But he has become much interested in Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
and tracts which I hav. He wanted to buy them of me. I 
told him, No, I wasn’t selling them, but he was perfectly wel- 


‘come to read them all, and more if I had them. I say, scat- ` 


ter them abroad. He told me after pay-day on the railroad 
I will try and get him 


Scatter them abroad, and speak 
To all your friends about, 

And tell them if for truth they seek 
Just leave the Bible out. 


Iastead of it, you'll giv them this 
TRUTH SEEKER and some tracts, 

Which teach pure science, ignore myths, - 
And tell us what are facta." 


Publish this, that others may know what new subscribers 
and members are doing. J. L. THOMAS. 
SALMON Urry, Ina., March 1, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: We hav had a great deal of sickness in our 

family within the last year, and Christians hav had the au- 

dacity to tell.us it is all on account of our belief. Our little 


.boy has not walked for & year, on account of sickness, only 


by the aid of crutches, and he could not do that well unti] 
we treated him under Dr. E. B. Foote, of New York city. I 
think in another month our son will be able to walk without 
any aid of crutches or cane. Now, if the Christians’ God 
afflicted our son in this way because his parents did not be- 
leve in that old Jewish history of wholesale murder, rob- 
bery, and rapin, why does he idle around and let Dr. Foote 
outgeneral him in one of his most pleasant pastimes, that of 
visiting the sins of the parents on the children? Truly Dr. 
Foote is a wonderful man. And if what the so-called Chris- 
tians say is true, he, Dr. Foote, is more wonderful than ever. 
I would advise anyone in bad health or disabled in any way 
to advise with Dr. Foote. He will do just what he tells you 
he can do. If God knows all things, past, present, and fut- 
ure, he knew: such men as Dr. Foote would exist. Why did 
he allow such grand, great, and good men as he to spring up 
and down his mighty work of revenge? The fact is, it is all 
a fable, and no thinking man or woman that pretends to be- 
lieve it does actually believe it. We see occurrences every 
day that refute that old book of riddles and falsehoods. If 
God made something out of nothing, he might hav been 
thoughtful enough to procure a patent-right on the invention 
and sell out to some energetic man that could carry on the 
work after our mighty maker chose to retire from this little 


globe, -80 that many persons in the United States, and in 
fact, all over the world, would not be in a suffering condi. 


tion, and helpless. But instead of doing so, he retired from 
this sphere, perched himself upon his magnificent throne of 
luxury, and peeps down upon this world of failure and des. 
titution without ever one look of sympathy. 


C. W. CooxnELL. 


CENTREVILLE, ILL., March 15, 1891. 

Mr. Epiror: I received yours of the 5th inst. giving me 
to understand that I hav come to the station of 291, and I 
suppose I must get a ticket for the station on the line of 
Freethought for 292. As I do not think Christ will appear 
with old woolly-headed Gabe, or that this world will come to 
an end, by that time, I inclose $5 to pay for another year's 
journey with the rest of you godless scribes and pharisees. 

And now I want to say a little about what you published 
in the paper some time ago about this infernal Mormon out- 
fit here, giving your readers to understand that the Mormons 


were being persecuted by the Christians. I deny this; they 
are not. But just change the word persecution ” to prose- 
cution by United States law for their beastly rascality and 
living in open violation of the laws of this great country. 
And old. Woodruff’s manifesto is a lie and all humbug. Do 
you suppose the old fellow, and Smoothbore Cannon, and 
many others, hav put the women away, and given them lib- 
erty, as the law requires? Not much. The fact is, the 
Mormons ‘hate the law, and also its officers. And many of 
them are living with the women the same as usual, and some 
are hiding and skulking from the law and deputy marshals. 

Well, now a little of something else. I think it would be 
a good thing to print John Peck's India Rubber God” in 
pamphlet form, so we can send it to our friend. 

Well, now I must tell you what I want: Two ANNUALS,- 
two copies of Miss H. H. Gardener’s book, Men, Women, 
and Gods," and if you hav any of Mr. Bennett's ** Gods of 
Superstition " send me some. . 

I find it uphill business to get a subscriber in this saintly 
place. It is like committing the unpardonable sin. 

I admire the way the good lady, Miss Wixon, is conduct- 
ing the Children’s Corner ;” also the language of the other 
ladies who write for the paper. It seems time for women 
now to step to the front and vindicate their sex in vigorous 
language, fearlessly. Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 
WM. Wurms. 


MoAutey, Iva., Feb. 17, 1891. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav taken your paper for about seven 
years, and never hav found fault with any of your editorials 
until the issue of February 7th, which has just been received. 
In your editorial on The American Secular Union “ you 
say that in your opinion we should not hav a field secretary 
at all. But Isay that we should hav one, and the verdict of 
the contributors to the Guarantee Fund is the same. "Those 
that pay for the fiddler hav a right to choose, and also say 
who the fiddler shall be, providing that they do not form or 
appoint a committee (in business it is called a board) to at- 
tend to the management of the affair. In my opinion, the 
members at the congress had a right to recommend whom 
they pleased, but no right to say to the board, You must ac- 
cept this or that man, or, You must not question the ability 
of the person that werecommend to you. The board has 
also a right to say what the program of the field secretary 
shall be. The field secretary, as I understand it, should try to 
secularize the states and not the individual. Suppose that 
the state of Washington had tried to secularize all of its citi- 
zens first, why, they would hav to wait for state seculariza- 
tion until all Catholics were Protestants and all Protest- 
ants were Catholics. This, in my opinion, should be at- 
tempted by having the field secretary lecture on the Nine 
Demands and set them forth with as much ability as Dr. 
Westbrook has set forth Church Taxation,” and Why 
the Bible Should Not be Read in Our Public Schools.” 
And wherever the field sécretary lectures petitions should be 
signed at once to repeal all laws that stand in opposition to 
the Nine Demands, and to make law of the Nine Demands. 
If we cannot do it in one year, let us try to do it in nine 
years. 

I, for one, want some music from the Nine Demands, and 
hope that the Christians will dance to the music until they 
are outwinded and say, Just stop that music and we will 

` giv in to the Nine Demands.” We want the Nine Demands 
expounded with great ability, and the field secretary that 
does this will not hav time to say that we are pampered by a 
clique of quasi-religious persons in the board of the Amer- 
ican Secular Union. Mr. Charlesworth need not feel any 
more dislocated than any person else that asks for a posi- 
tion and does not get it. And I do not think that it looks 
very dignifying for anyone to call the board a clique of 
guasi-religious persons and look for a field secretaryship 
from them. And even if they were a clique of guasi- 
religious persons they would not hav appointed a guasi- 
religious field secretary when appointing Mr. Charles Watts, 
of Toronto. 

Now, I hope that we will all dance to the music of the Nine 
Demands. Salute your partners, right and left, join hands, 
and circulate. Henry BRIORLIN G. 


. Frang Swirog, Org., March 17, 1891. 

Mz. Epitor: I wish to touch a few points and ask a few 
simple questions, which may be the cause of bringing out 
the truth regarding said points and questions, if the truth 
does not already appear on the face of them. My great 
question is: Why does not God practice his preachings? I 
will quote several of his teachings, and point out how he 
‘should practice them : 

„Render unto Cœ zar that which belongs to Cæsar.” Yes, 
and why not the adviser render unto the different states in 
which he is permanently located that which is the states'— 
taxes ? 

„Sell all that thou hast and giv to the poor.” Who ever 
heard of God's selling anything to divide amongst the poor? 
But on the contrary, he takes what the poorhad. I tell you, 
my friend, he does not even sell a piece of his property, 
even to pay his delinquencies with his hired hands—preachers, 
who can be found all over this world claiming to hav back 
salaries due them. 

** It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for the rich to enter the kingdom of God.” Who owns 
more in these United States than he? How does he expect 
to reach the kingdom ? Perhaps he intends to arbitrate it. 
If he could only hav a committee of five, and let me pick the 
committee, I think he could make it all right. For instance, 
Romulus Teed as knave; Comstock, the man of morals, as 
jack; Holy John to play the deuce; Cardinal Gibbons as 
right bower, and the holy see (pope of Rome) as chairman. 
He would get there. Now, if God would sell half that he 

f à B 
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hath and distribute amongst us poor woodchoppers here in 


Oregon, I think we should be able to say as the dude did 


when his lady friend asked him to say grace at the tea party. 
He had never done such a thing in his life, and what a 


dilemma he wasin! He rolled his eyes up and down the 


table, then to the floor, then to the ceiling, and as quick as a 
flash he clasped his hands and said: ** Thanke, God, thanks. 
Thanks awfully.” i 


Now, Mr. Editor, am I right—is not this excluding papers 


from the mails the first step to the suppression of the press? 
If they can stop your paper because it has an item contrary 


to law in it, can they not also make anything that does not 
suit their ideas contrary to law? Last November a little 
paper published in Kelso, Wash., had a little advertisment 


in it of some sort of & homespun lottery, which did not 


amount to anything, and the postmaster rejected the paper, 
and told the editor he did not like to do so but his polit- 
ical neck had the noose on it and he had to do so against his 
will to keep the Kelso post-office. Now, no one knows 
better than a country editor what it costs to run a small 
country paper, and its small circulation and the bad-pay 
subscribers who will take the paper two or three years and 
then if asked to square up make themselvs mad and quit the 
paper and the pay both. We all know that simple subscrip- 
tions would not pay office rent and keep a fire on damp, cold 
days. The advertising is where the money is, and if you 
cannot advertise you cannot exist, and if you do advertise 
you cannot mail. You might as well chase out the devil, 
make a pie of your case, and placard your door: Holy 
John’s holy breeze blighted us.” i 
-I append a short poem. by myself. 


HARRISON MAKES KNOWN HIS THOUGHTS TO HIS WIFE. 


I'll rise quick in the morning, wife, 
And P1) tell you what I] do— 
I'll take my little Johnny and 
Giv him a talking to. 


He has made an awful muss, 
And surely he has seen it, 
And now I'll rsise a little fuss 

If Johnny doesn’t clean it. 


He has played the devil-in our mails; 
He has trampled on the press; 

And now he thinks he'll tie the rails 
Of the U. 8. mail express (Sundays). 


He has got to stop right here, tight now, 
And take another track, 

Or else he can lament on how 
He came to get the sack. 


He has got to stop right here or git— 
I tell you, wife, 'twon't do— 

Or else we’ll lose our little grip 
In eighteen ninety-two. 


How true the saying of the bard 
Who framed these words together : 
** The rigid righteous is a fool, 
And the rigid wise another.” 


That Open Letter” from New York 
About the holy Bible, 

.Shows his promptness to come when called 
To be an open libel. 


Those patriotic sons of light 
Are fighting hard for truth 

And liberty and equal rights— 
They’re taught it from their youth. 


There he comes—Ha, John, come here! 
What do you think of doing i 
To straighten up this present yesr 
The fuss you've got a-brewing? 


Ah, ah, just stop, sir, no back talk! 
Or, damn your dirty pelt, 
You'll hav to take a little walk 

In some far land for health. ; 
D. W. LEONARD. 


CENTRAL City, Cor., March 14, 1891. 

Mr. Epiror: Accept my thanks for your promptness in 
sending me the Phonetic Primer” I asked you to get nie. 
It is not as radical as I wanted, but from it I obtained sev- 
eral important points. The style of shorter spelling I wished 
to get was such as was published in either Cincinnati or 
Cleveland many years ago, and from which I received im- 
pressions that hav followed me down the years that hav 
since passed insisting upon recognition. 

For my gratiflcation, I hav written out eight lines in the 
ordinary way of spelling and then the same words in the 
style I call the short way." In the English as she is 
writ" 287 characters are required, while im the short way 
189 answer the same purpose so far as I can determin, and I 
hav used but thirty-five characters. With 45 or 50 charac- 
ters why cannot the English language be as elegantly ex- 
pressed as by our present method, and at the same time 
leave the word so that the letters composing it will unerr- 
ingly establish the pronunciation, without either teacher or 
dictionary; entailing upon the compositor much less work 
to accomplish the same end, and, above all, making the 
acquisition of our language so much easier for our little 
folks to obtain—which is hard enough at the best? As it is 
now, they hav not only the letter to learn but also its many 
sounds and inflections, as well as certain rules requiring its 
use in one place and not in another, making the burden unnec- 
essarily heavy for the feeble mind to grasp. It does seem to 
me there should be an easier and a shorter method than the 
one now in use, and as Taz TRUTH BEEXER is a sort of a rev- 
olutionary affair anyhow, why would it not be a good idea 
to print two pages, facing each other, in the shortest and 
most intelligible method that the ingenuity of the nineteenth 


„century could formulate? Such insertion, with the sounds 


of the different characters composing its alphabet placed at 
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the top of the page as a key, would, I think, be a worthy 
addition to the already interesting and unequaled TRUTH 
SEEKER, and which might induce other papers to add a col- 
umn or two in like manner and increase the space from time 
to time as the public might demand the new for the old. 
The eight lines I mention are these: 
“ENGLISH AS SHE I8 WRIT.” 


He caught at a laugh on the draught of a sough 36 
Which brought on a cough before he was through 88 
And he wrought in a trough a roughening of dough 39 
Tough enough he thought to plough 28 
The snake that sloughed its skin in a slough 36 
The drunkard who fought the poisoning draught 89 
Though fraught with pkthisis enough he sought 39 
To wreck the thoughts of yough or meigh 32 

// 287 


In the absence of the characters necessary to represent the 
sounds of a phonetic alphabet such as I mention, we will 
substitute numerals for such characters as may be needed 
for illustrating my idea; and to denote the long sound of a 
vowel will double the letter: 


au as in caught represented by 2 
th “ with think t “3 
ah ah father he “4 
th them s 5 
ch «€ church ee tt 6 
sh ** shape push « Ey: 
hiw '* when while #8 “g 
oo '*  yvoo tool 18 «g 
ing « fling e (ox 
Ow. * cow now se go 


THE SHORT WAY. 
He k2t 4t a 14f on 5e dr4ft ov a suf 
816 be2t on a kt before he woz 3ru 
4nd r2t in a rt a rufn* ov do 
Tuf enuf he 3ot tu pl$ 


de snäk Zat slufd its skin in 5e 819 
de drunkard h9 f2t 5e poizn* draft 
50 fr2t w3 8sis enuf he 82t 
Tu rek 5e 82ts ov y9 or mõ 


Now that the award has been made on the ** moral” ques- 
tion, as poor as I am, I will contribute $5 toward a fund for 
the purpose of obtaining the best ideas leading to a method 
of spelling on & principle similar to what I hav marked out 
above. Will those who are more competent than I am to 
decide upon such a question giv their opinion as to its feasi- 
bility, and oblige, A seeker after truth, Ds Reno. 


. CINOINNATI, O., March 5, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: Regarding the Pictorial Text-Book,” which 
has been received in good order, I am unable to find words 
of admiration. It stands above criticism, both in art and 
its intrinsic value. It is a great cathedral of truth, moral 
and scientific; à real paradox of biblical sacred absurdities. 
It is incomparable with the so-called paradox of Rev. M. C. 
Lockwood’s phraseology, an answer to which I herewith 
subjoin, to be given space in our good TRUTA SEEKER if 

you deem it advisable. Ds. N. T. Taneri. 


THE DEVIL. 
Answer to Rev. M. C. Lockwood, D.D. 

In behalf of honest truth, I herewith take up the gage 
thrown down by Reverend Lockwood in last Sunday's issue 
of the Cincinnati Enguirer. The said challenge, quite a 
bombastic effusion, reads as follows : 

„Wherever Christ is his [the devil's] works are destroyed. 
And the supreme spirit holds him forever bound a furious, 
raging, and immortal thrall. * Why does not God kill him? 
I answer that hedoes. He kills him wherever and in whom- 
soever God is known. The knowledge of the truth is the 
destruction of the devil. He was s liar from the beginning. 
Do I believe in the devil? No. Is there a devil? Yes. 
Who can explain my paradox ?” 

It is beyond any honest and well-balanced comprehension 
how an eminent doctor of divinity like Rev. M. C. Lock- 
wood will not hesitate to style an article a paradox, of which 
he knows, or ought to know, that it does not contain any 
truth in disguise. Such teachings are simply and clearly 
heterodox. 

Regarding your relationship to the devil, Rev. Mr. Lock- 
wood, you are either purposely pretending to not believe in 
him, or you do so believe without becoming aware of this 
solemn fact, as long as you remain a Christian, true and 
faithful to your creed. It is a case of naked blasphemy to 
deny his Satanic majesty any and all dividends from the 
Christian belief and adoration, on a straight parallel with 
the supreme spirit of heaven. 

Not the slightest animosity can possibly exist between the 
two great powers; on the contrary, the most harmonious 
understanding and codperation is discernible in each and 
every important ‘transaction concerning mankind. Instead 
of holding him bound a furious and raging thrall,” God 
actually prearranges the visits for the black prince of hades, 
and furnishes him free passes to wheresoever he counts on : 
gains. : 

Without the devil's consent and valuable assistance, Jesus 
Christ would hav been absolutely powerless to redeem thia 
sinful world. And, after carefully surveying the proceeds 
of this bloody undertaking, the cunning Cloven F'oot seems 
to hav had a good reason to laugh in his sleeves. 

Unless the devil agrees to lose his brains, and commits 
suicide, God will be unable to get rid of and kill him, no 
matter ** wherever and in whomsoever God is known." 

I heartily coincide with one of your sentiments, reverend 
friend, that the knowledge of the truth is the destruction 
of the devil.” But this very knowledge of the truth is 
equally fatal to the existence of the heavenly father; for, 
according to the generally accepted Christian, as well aa 
your own, teaching, the whole and all knowledge of God 
consist merely in faith, in a pure and unadulterated '' con- 
ception of the consciousness, apart from the media of the 
senses.” 

This constitutes, in a nutshell, my whole answer to your 
challenge, reverend sir; and that it is a true and honest 
paradox, in every point and term, I am ready to prove by 
the ecclesiastical codex of your own guiding star, the holy 
Bible itself. 

Iam at your service, Rev. M. C. Lockwood, D.D. 

: Respectfully, N. T. TANSEI, M.D. 
Cincinnati, O. 
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Children's Corner. 


Adited by Miss Susas H. Wixom, Fall 
Riser, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Oorner should be sent. 


„Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's ocoupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Misunderstocd. 
Two little sand heaps by the gea, 
As much alike ag pea and pea. 


Beside one heap a little lad 
With serious eyes, and all intent 
Upon hia work, with patience had 
Molded a mound, and as I went 
Past him, I wondered what it meant. 
A pie?" Iasked. A fort,” said he. 


Two little sand heaps by the sea, 
As much alike as pea and pea. 


Beside the other pile of sand 
There sat a tiny gold-haired maid; 
She patted with her baby hand 
The warm white hillock, and I said, 
“ That is a noble fort you've made.” 
No, 'tis a pie," she answered me. 


Two little sand heaps by the sea, 
As much alike as pea and pea. 


We grown folk hardly understand 
The happy fancies children hav. 
Busy amid the rea-beach fand, 
That is washed white by many a wave, 
The boy would be a patriot brave, 
A housewife would his sister be. 
Two little sand heaps by the sea, 
As much alike as pea and pea. 
F. Cavazza in Harper's Young People. 


—— 6ꝗ—— — 
After Many Years. 


[Dear Miss Wixon: The following is a 
little story written by a schoolmate of mine. 
and thinking your readers would be interested 
I rewrote it and gerd it to you. She is verv 
anxious to see it in print.— IDA A. Barrov.] 

** Hush, children, don’t you see that you are 
bothering your pa?” And Hannah, a colored 
servant, spoke rather sharply to two little 
girls who were amusing themselvs in a rather 
noisy fashion in Mr. Sinclair's large and 
spacious drawing.room. He was a Sunday- 
&chool superintendent, and the father of the 
oldest girl, Ida. Lillian, the youngest girl, 
was adopted and treated as one of the family. 
He allowed the children the liberty of the 
drawing-room, since Lillian had a cold, and 
it was storming outside. While he is writing 
his sermon let us take a peep at the room and 
its inmates. 

Mr. Sinclair was tall, dark, very stately, with 
a “ stand-off.don’t-touch-me” air, that for- 
bade any confidence, but inspired a fear and 
dread that no one could explain. 

Ida resembled her father very much, had 
the same chilling reserve, and if thwarted 
was—well, not a very pleasant person to en- 
counter: But if pleased, and she felt like it, 
she could be very sweet and agreeable—a little 
of her dead mother’s sweetness of disposition. 

But Lillian was just Ida’s opposit, that is, 
jn race color. Her complexion was a soft, 
pinky white, with pretty dark blue eyes that 
seemed to say, ‘I love and am yours if you 
love me.” As for her character, that is hard 
to describe. She always seemed afraid of 
Mr. Sinclair and Ida. Yet I think. from a 
certain little instance that happened— Il tell 
you of it afterward—she was, if aroused, any- 
thing but the timid, shrinking little girl that 
she looked to be. 

It happened this way: Mr. Sinclair was 
interrupted from his interesting occupation 
of saying grace at the supper table by the 
voice of Hannah denouncing some one in not 
very polite tones; anyone would jump to 
the conclusion she was addressing some 
tramp. He was heard to say, Now, my 
pretty gazel, you wouldn’t go hard on a 
poor boy that hasn’t tasted a mite of food 
since this morning, would you?” 

“ Well, the impudence!” exclaimed Han- 
nah, indignantly. ‘‘ Don’t address your bet- 
ters in that tone, young man, or-——~” 

But here, yielding to Ida’s entreaties to go 
and stop Hannah's language, Mr. Sinclair 
arrived on the scene. 

It was & young boy about fifteen, with 
honest-looking eyes and a very ragged coat. 
After listening to the boy’s plea and Hannah’s 

indignation, Mr. Sinclair silenced the latter 
with, Giv the boy something to eat, Han- 
nah,” then, after a moment, he continued, 
* Don't you know what Christ said, ‘I was 
hungry and ye gave me meat." And with 
that he walked into the dining-room. 

The boy chuckled softly to himself, De 
ole cove is a minister, is he? Well, I ain't 
Christ, but if he is a follower he ought not to 


own this,” holding up a silver fork and look- 
ing critically at it. Therefore, Presto! 
change oh, and begone oh!’” the little vag- 
abond tried to put it in his pocket after ac- 
complishing his maneuvers successfully. 
But, alas! Hannah caught him in the very 
act, and dragged the culprit to where Mr. 
Sinclair sat peacefully eating his supper with 
Lillian and Ida. . 

„There, Mr. Sinclair," said Hannah, tri- 
umphantly. ‘‘ You fed me, yes, but I didn’t 
steal.” 

„Silence, Hannah!” thundered Mr. Sin- 
clair, rising in a white heat and seizing the 
boy by the coat collar. ‘‘ How dare you to 
insult my kindness in this manner by stealing ? 
I repeat, how dare you?“ 

* But, sir——” commerced the boy, now 
thoroughly frightened. 

“ Don't you dare insult me in my own 
house.” Administering blow upon blow he 
kicked the boy down the steps. 

Ida couldn't keep her face straight, and got 
up and left the room fearing her father's an- 
ger. 

Lilian rose also; her face was white as 
death, more with anger than fear. Bhe did not 
dare to interfere, although she longed to. 
But instead, she hurried down the steps to 
where the boy stood ruefully wiping the blood 
off of his face. Lillian, with a great throb 
of pity, exclaimed, ** I’m sorry, oh, so sorry! 
Here, my poor boy, is a fifty.cent piece; it's 
a small amount, I know, but it will get you 
asupper. Keep out of trouble, and try and 
keep honest. Good-bye.” And Lillian hur. 
ried into the house again. 

The boy looked at the shiny picce of money 
lying in his hand. ‘‘ She's a stunner and no 
mistake. But the other. Ugh! she's too 
much like the old man. Did you see the black 
one laugh, though, when the old duffer kicked 
me?" And once more putting his dirty hand- 
kerchief to his face he limped away. 


Many years hav passed since that event. 
Mr. Sinclair has grown older, grayer, and 
sterner. Ida and Lillian hav not changed 
much. Ida is statelier, more beautiful, in her 
maturity. Lillian has developed into asweet, 
whole-souled woman, one of the few women 
who are the blessings of humanity. 

Ida and Lillian are in the carriage to attend 
the duchess’s. grand ball. It is in honor of 
her nephew, Sir William Chancy. More than 
one mamma’s heart is fluttering for a 
daughter’s chances for matrimony at that 
ball. Before it was over it was whispered 
that Miss Lillian Sinclair had secured the 
matrimonial prize, Sir William Chancy. For 
as soon as Bir William Chancy put his eyes 
on Ida and Lillian he recalled, oh, so vividly, 
the minister kicking him down stairs, and & 
laughing, mocking face, and a pitiful pale 
one, with blue eyes swimming in tears, for 
Sir William Chancy was no other than. the 
little beggar boy Lillian hed so generously 
befriended. He told her of it, too, one day, 
when in their own home they were sitting in 
their large drawing-room with their children 
on their laps. No one scolds them now, 
and Lillian exclaims, laughingly, as she looks 
fondly up in her hueband’s face, I was 
hungry, and ye fed me not, but gave me a 
fifty-cent piece instead." FLORA MoEwxN. 

Buffalo, N. Y. 

— — —— — 


Correspondence. 


West Eaton, N. Y., March 2, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon: My papa takes THE 
Truta SRRKER. Mamma and Floyd and I 
went to Buffalo last fall. We went down to 
Niagara Falls. We went to Canada. I saw 
a rainbow, and I think it is very pleasant 
there. 

I study spelling, geography, arithmetic, 
and reading. We hav four horses. We hav 
had lots of snow this winter and lots of fun 
sliding down hill. 

I am ten years old. I think I will close 
for thia time. James W. DanRCW. 

BTILLWATER, Mont., March 8, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon: It has been a long time 
Since I hav written to the Children's Corner. 
I like to look at Taz TRUTH SEEKER very 
much. Papa and J are keeping house. Iam 
thirteen years old. My birthday comes June 
27th, and papa's birthday is May 27th. He is 
fifty-two years old. Mamma died on the 26th 
of November last. My oldest and only sister 
is married. I would like to hav another good 
mamma. Since mamma has died, our school 
has stopped, and I suppose I will hav to go 
away this spring to school. Well, I must 
close now, hoping to find this in print. 

ÁnBrE FaANOES HUNDLEY. 


“REVERE, Mass., March 12, 1891. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: I am very sorry I 
could not get out to hear you lecture, but I 
had a bad cold. I hav not been to schoo! for 
a week. I do not like staying at- home 
very well, Iam glad you bad a pleasant day. 


I am in the grammar school, and I study 
arithmetic, geography, spelling, and reading. 
Iam nine years old. 

There was a lady in the audience Sunday 
when you spoke who said you looked enough 
like my papa to be his sister. If you were, 
that would make you my Aunt Susan. 

MABRL F. WAsHBURN. 

[Mabel wil hav to be counted as our little 


niece, anyWay.—E». C. C.] 


Bovurprr Creer, Car., March 3, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon: This is my second let- 
ter to the Corner. I hav not written to it for 
about two years. . Í 

I read the letters in the Corner every week 
and like them very much. 

I hav been sick for a long time and cannot 
go to school. 

I am in the third grade and hav six studies 
—reading, history, spelling, arithmetic, geog- 
raphy, and business forms, besides practicing 
writing and drawing. à 

I suppose a great many of the boys and 
girls that write to the Corner hav never lived 
in the country. I hav, and I think it much 
nicer than living in towns or cities. 

It has rained so hard here that the railroads 
are impassable, but the mail manages to get 
here somehow. 

There is one church in this town and they 
talk of building another. We do not go to 
church or Sunday-school. 

As I cannot think of anything more that 
would interest the readers of the Corner, I 
will close. 

Your Liberal friend, 

Evwis D. RODGERS. 


Berraro, N. Y., March 1, 1891. 

Deak Miss Wrxon: It has not been long 
Since Í wrote my last letter to the Children's 
Corner, but I wanted to write and thank 
George Remsburg for his kindly notice of 
my letter in the last issue. I was glad to 
hear that tbe young people's paper” is 
progressing. It has always been my one 
hope that some day I should help the chil. 
dren. I thought they needed it so much; 
and was therefore very glad when the chance 
came in the shape of a letter from the editor 
of Fair Play, inviting me to conduct a chil- 
dren’s department. I send a greeting to you, 
Miss Wixon, sister editor and teacher. Thank 
you for your kind advice. Reading your 
books when a child always left a deep and 
lasting impression upon my heart; and when 
I grew older I found that years hadn't erased 
the impression that Little Susie left there 
I hav always wanted to write and thank 
you all Icould. And now that the oppor- 
tunity has come I havn’t the time or space 
to write as much as I should like. But in 
conclusion, I will say that I cordially invite 
the readers of the Children’s Correr to write 
fo me as soon as convenient. 

Ever your friend, IDA A. BALLOU. 

[One of our little ones, grown up and able 
to take charge of a department in a news- 
paper! Is it not excellent? Go on and grow 
in grace and wisdom, Sister Ballou. Here’s 


hearty congratulation from the Ep. C. C 


Norta Huron, N. Y., March 4, 1891. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: To-day the wind is 
blowing very hard, the weather is cold, ard 
the ground covered with snow. I liv about 
one mile from Lake Oatario, and about two 
from Big Sodus bay, where they fish all win- 
ter by cutting holes through the ice, and catch 
large numbers of pickerel and perch. I liv 
near a little lake, and go fi hing with grandpa 
almost every day through the summer; we 
get fish that weigh five or six pounds and they 
are very fine. 

I hav been sick about three weeks 80 that I 
hav not been able to go to school. 

We hav two churches in this place, one 
school-house, two stores, one mill, blacksmith 
shop, and a billiard saloon.. We hav almost 
all kinds of fruit that grow in this latitude, 
such as apples, pears, peaches, aprico s, 
plums, quinces, and cherries. 

I wouid like to hav you come out here in 
the summer when the fruit is ripe and go 
fishing with me. Grandpa has a little sail- 
boat, so we can go sailing when it is pleasant. 

I bad a letter from a girl that livs in Otay, 
San Diego county, California ; she saw one of 
my letters in Tag Truts SEEKER, 80 she 
wrote to me. Her name is Grace Johnson. 

Grandpa has one or two hundred back num- 
bers of Taz TaurH BSszxxn, and he says he 
will send them to anyone that will send their 
name and post-cffüice address to him, free. 

My pepa is postmaster here, and we get 
our mail every day. I guess I will close. 

From your friend, BzgTHA E. WEED. 

[We would be pleased to visit Bertha some 
time and go sailing on the lake with her.— 
Ep. C. C.] 

— . ¶ü—UUä——ͤ— ͥ — 


Only Loving Them.“ 


A baby. carriage stood in front of a small 
shop. In it slept a pretty dimpled baby. A 
drowsy puppy lay on the pillow, its black 
nose close to the baby’s cheek. 

By the carriage stood a ragged little waif, 
dirty, with scarcely enough clothes for de- 
cency. She stroked in turn the baby and the 
puppy- 

A lady, passing by, noticed the strange 
picture—the cunning little dog, the ragged 


child. The baby's mother was in the shop. | 


Are you caring for these?” said the lady 
to the waif. 

A wonderful smile lit up the dirty little 
face. No, please, ma’am. I'm only loving 
them,” ; 4 


OUR NEW 1891 FLOWER SEED OFFER. 


we FLOWER SEEDS 
a peke Variis FREE! 


un Old-Established and 
Meliuible Publishing 
¥ Mouse! TRE LADIES WORLD 
E is n mammoth 16-page, 64-col- 
„ umn illustrated paper forladies 
and the family circle, It is de- 
RS voted to stories, poems, ladies’ 
fanoy work ,artisticneedlework, 
foun home decoration, housekeepiug, 
AA Tashions, hygiene, Juvenile read- 
ing, etiquette, etc. To intro- 
Y ducethis charmingladies'paper 
Into 100,000 homes where it is not 
@ already taken, we now make the fol- 
* lowing colossal offer: Upon receipt 

of only 12 Cents in silver or stamps, we will send 
The Ladies’ W orld_for Three Montha, and to 
each subscriber we will also send Free and post paid, a large 
and magnificent Colléction of Oholce Flower Seeds, 22 
hundred varieties, including Penates, Verbenas, Chrysanthe- 
muns, Asters, Phlox Drummondil, Balsam, Cypress Vine, 
Digitalis, Double Zinnia, Pinks, eto., etc. Remember, twelve 
centa pays for the paper three months and this entlre magnifi~ 
cent Collection of Cholce Flower Seeds, put up by a first-class 


Seed House and warranted fresh and reliable. No lady can 

afford to miss this wonderful opportunity, We guarantec every 

subscriber many times the value of money sent, and will refund 
M 


your money and make yon a present 
of both seeds and paper 1f. you ave not 
sattafied, Ours is an old andrelinble 4 
publishing honse, endorsed by al! tead- eS 
ing newspapers, Do not confound tiis ge 
offer with the catchpenny schemes o 
unscrupulous persons. Write to-day— 9^ 
don't put itoff! Six subscriptions and 
8ix Seed Collections sent for 60 cts, An 
SPECIAL OFFER! svorne ime nd: 
a Swerlug this ad- Ad 

vertisement and naming the paper in which G 
she saw it, we will send rec, in addition to 
all the above, one package of the new aud V vf 
popular imported Tropeolum Lobbianum g 
. (assorted), containing,“ Lucifer," “ Spitfire,” «à 
“Vesuvins,” and other laminariesof high degree, 
brightand highly colored. Anabundant bloomer and ^ 
easily cultivated, A beautiful climbing flower for vases hanging 
baskets, old atumps, etc., most glorious in effect, Address: 
- 8 II. MOORE & 00., 27 Park Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 
Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 
tian Church. The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions." 10 cents, 

The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 
of a minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 
pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
ake a crusade of one against the Oolorado 
beetle!” Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems, Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 


Charles 


Charles Watts's Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Ren- on, avd ¥s It Sufllelent to 
Meet the Needs of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 


Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Profa- 


tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Oolonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 ba ges, 25 cents. 

A Reply to Father »amberts 
“Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. s 


Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
ana Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo. 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. . 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv agan Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which ?stbe More Reasonable? 
24 pages Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinuers—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The superstition of the Christian 
sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel ef. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. : 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Beli fand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 


nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the R v. Dr. R. F, Burns, of Halifax, 
N. 8. In this letter the following snbjects are 
dealt with: W Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Ohristianity. 3, Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Faots and Opinions. 5. Christ and Heroism. 
6. Christianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


5 cents. ; 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette PL. Now York. 
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ESSENCE. OF CHRISTIANITY 
By Lupwid FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by George Eliot, 

n Price, $3. on as 
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NOW READ V. PRICE, $2 AND $2.50. 
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Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
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P. M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 
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Fordyoe Barker, M.D., Professor Bellevue Med- 
ical College, N. V., says: "I regard your book, 
* How to Preserve Health,’ a8 the most sound, 
sensible, and useful book on the topics which it 
discusses that I hav ever met. I wish it could be 
in the hands of every intelligent head of a family 
and in the library of every school, for I think it 
would popularize a vast amount of important and 
useful knowledge, and thus be of great service to 
the community, I am particularly pleased with 
one feature of it; that it does not profess to teach 
dosing and drugging, which our anxious grand- 
mothers and others lacking the requisit elemen- 
tary knowledge are too prone to indulge in, and 
oftentimes do great harm thereby. I congratu- 
late you on the wisdom and success of this effort.” 
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the Navy, and Professor of Surgery, Georgetown 
University: I thank you for the excellent’ book, 
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the Skin, Brooklyn: ** xour excellent treatise, en- 
titled ‘How to Preserve Health,’ appears to me 
admirably adapted for the reading of the laity, 
correcting a8 it does a large number of false 
impressions that prevail among them. The 
direct suggestions, as in remarks on the skin, are 
of decided value.” 
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Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall), Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Brotherhood of Woralists, No. 903, 
Prairie City, Ia., 


Meets every Sunday in the Liberal reading. room 
ball at 2:30 p.m. All Liberals are cordially in- 
vited. F. V. DRAPER, Cor. Sec. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL Hymn-Boox contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes, 
It ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
W cents, Address RE TROTA BERKER Co- 


and Tumors CURED: no knife: 
R book free. Drs. GRATIGNY & DIX, 
No. 163 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:80 P. M., at 412 Nicollet 
avo. Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 

nn. J.F.MacomBER,Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, Beo. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, B. E. corner 7th and Locust streeta. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


book of pure thought, and correct in all its 


utterances. Price, 25 cents. th ought in con-|$, 
s : f f an Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Studies in Theology, A clear exposi- — trast with vie night Soclety : 
tion of the biblical story of man’s creation car mAREATTA . ti tion; Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 
DEC ee DONALD KENNEDY EEEN iy > ee E Esch en N: 
. rice, . ors 8 à evolution of the tation is exten all, Beate free. 
Liberalism, Treating the subject from a Daene Ma world from the 
negativ and sfürmatiy standpoint, showing 0 0X ur ass $ ays night = i bap ee Port Angeles Secular Union 
what it is not and what itis. Price,6 cents. 3 nip, "UV. J of Free thought, | Meets every Sunday at 7:30 f. u. in the publio 
i Science, and Ron- See building in ian Angeles, Wash. i Leot- 
bd . 5 Rign ures, 800 an elect xeadi " li 88100 IN- 
f i : ent od 4 a ; Feb. 2 4, | vited on all subjects. Liberal fiterature distrib- 
3 nu My Medical Discovery seldom takes hold | 1885. ES. SU » Made in | uted free. Franr Morse, Cor. Bec. 
: of two people alike! Why? Because mo | two sizes, Bp ae, uke oat | ———________ — —— m 
FOR 1891. two people have the same weak | 22459! ITA. Solch rich. The West End Progressive Lib- 
Edited by CHARLES. A. WATTS, spot. Beginning at the stomach it goes lema, Permit tan eled in 5 | Angolos Ul Union 1 
d colors. OB eaufitu. adge ever designe f Los Angeles, Cal. ta Bemi-mont rst 
CONTENTS, searching through the body for any hidden Prlge t, $33 Mkt #4, $53, with Diamond in Bun | O a Aire Beta ae ee sep monthly, fret 


humor. Nine times out of ten, inward 
humor makes the weak spot. Perhaps 
it's only a little sediment left on a nerve or in 
a gland; the Medical Discovery slides it 
right along, and you find quick happiness 
from the first bottle. Perhaps it’s a big sedi- 
ment or open sore, well settled somewhere, 
ready to fight. The Medical Discovery 
begins the fight, and you think it pretty 
hard, but soon you thank me for making 
something that has reached your weak spot. 
Price $1.50. Sold by every Druggist in the 
United States and Canada. 


$8, $10, $15. Smul model 10kf, $2; 14kt, $2 75, $3 50. 
Ubarme, both sizes, $3, $4, $5, $6, $10, $15, $20, $35. 
eae by registered mail and cash refunded at op- 
ion. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
JEWELER, ROCHELLE, ILL, 


b 75 for pent card in {olore and Gold. of 
adgeo, an eecriptiv circulars of my famous 
“OTTO WETTSTEIN ” Watoh, tracts, et. 


AGENTS WANTED cte ets 


oDoortunity. Geo. A. Scott. 8. ron 


] 


Hall. Everybody invited. Mns. R. M. BERBA, 


An Agnostic View of the Bible. Samuel Lainz. B Everybody Ren. 
res.: J. H. MO WILLIAMB, Rec. Seo. 


Fundamental Theses of Agnosticism, 
. Bithell, B. Se., Ph.D. 
Agnosticism and the Church of England. 


Amos Waters. 
Avatar, Come! A Poem. 
Saladin (W. Stewart Ross). 
The Instability of Faiths.Hon. O. K. Tuckerman. 
The Iron Hand Under the Velvet Glove. 
; ; G. J. Holyoake. 
Practical Religion . . . ..... Charles Watts. 
he Cinerary Urn. Å Bonnet., 0 Egypt 
author o: æsar in Egypt." 
The New Anglicanism . . B. Russell. 
Androgynous Gods. 
a H. J. Hardwicke, M. D., F. R. C. S, 
Is Agnosticism Sound ?................Paul Carus. 
* Is Agnosticism Sound?” _ 
Saladin (W. Stewart Ross), 
The Poems of Joseph Ellis Mirabeau Brown. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


THE 


French Invasion of Ireland in 99, 


Leaves of Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroic Endeavor and_a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEBOFF., 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and gold side stamps. Price, $1.50, 


The present volume i8 an effort to rescue from 
comparative oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war. . . . It points a moral that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail to receive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition . . 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Contains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Belected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDER, Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-houge. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freadom accorded to all. Our motto, 
t Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. RICE, Pres; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHABLES SHEA, Beo, 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 
Price, . e . . 10 cents. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
of 35 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


AT THINE OWN HOME. 
| Send 10 cents to Dr. R. P. Fellows, the noted 
| specialist, for his“ Private Counselor ”—a valua- 
| ble book for young and middle-aged men, suffer- 
| ing from a Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It sets forth an External Appli- 
cation—A POSITIVE OURE, as it matters not how 
WARE. def Fon hat usd, ds Door io worth many 
es you hav used. e book is w n 
L. K. WASHBURN. times ita cost, and should be in the hands of 
: z seeki 2 manen . - 
beet eae ton by Somo of the gue and b the doctor at Vineland, N . J, and say where 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on ug. this advertisment. 
arem: white pepe Bound in sloth. end contains à coop Bonn, 
ne likeness e venerable : " ; 
intenttgator, fees dire ok bey tala bool br Pese sedutoog prom of NEN 
W ready for delivery. : press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
Price, $1.00. ; his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 


t, and deserves Patronage.— Freethought. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKERGO. | 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 
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Bews of the Weck. 


CarTHottos are angry at the proposal of the 
New York board of education to reward 
teachers who hav served well fourteen years 
without having been absent more than two 
hundred days, by ordering that their salaries 
be not less than $750. This causes Catholics 
to denounce ‘‘the public school system and 
its proposed raids on state treasuries.” 


Rev. Howe RD CROSBY 
died on the 29th ult. 


Tx pope has sent the 
World's Fair an apostol- 
ical benediction. 


In England prohibition 
of the reckless practicing 
of hypnotism is asked. 


Tue Mafia trouble may 

. cause Italy to refuse par- 

ticipation in the Exposi- 
tion. 


TRE grip is raging, 
especially in Chicago, 
where there are many 
deaths. 


WALTER CHAPIN, of 
New York, died on the 
20ih ult. of pneumonia 
neglected under faith 
cure treatment. i 


Tr is thought that the 
World's Fair committee 
Should hav asked Whit- 


man or some other 
American poet for a 
dedicatory ode in place 


of Tennyson. 


In Russia recently, un- 
der the law forbidding 
those born in the state 
church ever to leave it 
for another, hundreds of 
converts to other sects 
were sent to Siberia. 


CarHotios are trying 
to induce the president 
to remove Commissioner 
of Indian Schools Mor- 
gan, alleging discrimina- 
tion against Catholic 
teachers. He says he 
has removed such teach- 
ers Only for insubordination. 


TRE British government has announced a 
royal commission to consider the labor ques- 
tion. . 


Tue English Law Times reports general 
complaint among lawyers of lack of business. 
„Crime and contention are both declining.” 


' Eva BmamNoox, of Pittsburgh, Pa., a re- 
ligious enthusiast and faith cure believer, 
said that she met a command to fast every 
time she opened the Bible, and began a forty 
days’ fast, which she completed on the 26 h 
ult.—whether honestly or not no one knows. 


Taz Kansas agent of the Farmers’ Alliance 
has sent advertisments to the Alliance papers 
throughout the state, stating that he would 
advance money to all farmers depositing 
grain in the Alliance warehouses sufficient to 
meet their necessities and would giv them 
the advantage of the rise in the market when 
it came. f 


On the 29th ult. at the burial of Jen Ben 
in a neat lot owned by Chinamen in a Pitts- 
burgh cemetery, 1,500 men and boys trampled 
graves and shrubbery, jostled mourners, and 
snatched the coins, printed prayers, burning 
joss sticks, and perfumed paper placed on 
the graves by the Chinese, accompanying the 
scene with cat calls, jeers, and howls. 


CarHotios complain of the American 
League, an organization to oppose election 
of Catholic political candidates, especially 
strong in Illinois. The Memphis Catholic 
Journal says: ‘‘There is only one sure 
method of uprooting this deadly evil, and 
that is the remedy that Chicago applied toa 
few of the leaders of the Anarchist move- 
ment.” 


eat. 


A mRECALOITRANT Catholic of Montreal, 
Can., named Le May, on being solicited to 
return to the church mission cried, ‘‘To hell 
with the mission,” and began cursing priests, 
pope, and church, when he was stricken 
speechless and partly helpless. The doctors 
pronounced the seizure paralysis from ex- 
citement, but Catholics in Canada and this 
country combat the physicians and claim it 
as a divine visitation. 


CaTHOLIO leaders in summing up the year 
since the last Easter, remark : In regard to 
the question of incorporating voluntary or | 
religious schools into the public system, some 
progress has been made in New York state, 
whose influence over the school system of 
the country is likely to be marked. Several : 
Catholic high schools or colleges hav been! 
admitted to the benefits of the state univer- 
sity scheme, and some of the regents hav ex- 
pressed the opinion that this can only be the 
forerunner of a long-delayed act of justice— 
the admission of Catholic and other religious 
schools to the benefits of the tax paid by ali 
the citizens.” 
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Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics 
New Schools of T 


Innovators. 
hought, Eminent. Scien- 
B, etc. (who were not Ohristians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
O75pp., 
leather, $4; MOT., g. e., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Founders of 
Jesus Ohrist, Vir; 


cloth., $3; 8v0,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; 
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ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


Vol. I. Give s Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy 


Ghost, 


n Mary, and the Bible. : 
8vo,885pp. Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the Worid. 
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AN ANGEL 


And as he lay and slept under a juniper-tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, arise and 
And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he 
did eat and drink, and laid him down again.—1 Kings xix, 5, 6. 


1890, 


trated, 


a Litany, 


210 


Truth Se 
Srecthinkers’ Almanac, 


. Gans of Thought. " 


“Every change has its immediate evil.— 
Atkinson. ^ ^: : lc ; : 


I musr choose to receive the. truth,- no 
matter how it bears upon myself; must fol. 
low it, no matter where it leads, from what 
party it severs me or to what party it allies. 
Dr. Channing. 


In the twentieth cent- 


ury war will be dead, 


— 
H 


the scaffold will be dead, 
animosity will be dead, 
and dogmas will bé dead, 
but man will liv.— Victor 
Hugo. . s 


HR who would value 
himself on his honor 
should be so punctual in 
all his engagements that 
more reliance should be 


placed on his simple 
word than on the oath of 
another.—Jsocrates. 


THERE is only one cure’ 
for the evils which newly- 
acquired freedom pro- 
duces, and that cure is 
freedom. If men are to 
wait for liberty till they 
become wise and good 
in slavery, they may 
indeed wait forever.— 
Macaulay. 


For science the volume 
of inspiration is the book 
of Nature. Confronting 
all, it needs no societies 
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WITH ILLUSTRATIONS." 


Calendar for 1891, 
Freethought in the United States, 


Story ofthe Year Abroad, - 


Some Alaskan Myths. Ida C. Crad- 
dock, Corresponding Secretary of 
the American Secular Union. Illus- 


Anent Spooks: Where are They? 
Thaddeus B, Wakeman, 


Where the Roman Catholics Got 
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for its dissemination. 
Infinit in extent, eternal 
in duration, human am- 
bition and human fanat- 
jcism hav never: been 
able to tamper with it. 
Oa the earth it is illus- 
trated by all that is mag- 
nificent and beautiful; 
on the heavens its letters 
are suns and worlds.— 
Draper. 


MEN are continually 
mourning over heresy 
who are cheating widows 
out of their inheritance 
7 and making business 
men bankrupts by their selfishness. . . . 
Even morality in the lowest sense will be a 
broader principle than ever religion has been 
if it touches the every-day miseries and 


wants of needy men and women.—8. J. 
Gtewart. 


THe man who will not change his opinion | 
is like standing water, and breeds reptils of 


the mind.— W. Blake. 


THERE i8 no such thing as providence, for 
nature proceeds under irresistible laws, and 
in this respect the universe is only a vast 


automatic engin. The vital force which per- 


vades the world is what the illiterate call 
God. Draper. 


Manxinp ought to hav a rational assurance 
that all objections hav been satisfactorily 
answered; and how are they to be answered 
if that which requires to be answered is not 
spoken? Or how can the answer be known 
to be satisfactory if the objectors hav no 
opportunity of showing that it is unsatis- 
factory ?—John Stuart Mill. 


Do you elevate woman by setting her to the 
task of breeding blockheads? Are you likely 
to improve the race by enfeebling the minds 
of the mothers of that race by an insidious 
administration of immoral Jewish fables, ad- 
ministered in the holy name of religion? 
What sort of mental and ethical stamina do 
you expect in a child whose mother was a 
religious imbecil and whose father was a 
moral hypocrit ?—Saladin. 


BooRATES says that he knows nothin 
except the one fact that he is ignorant, and 
that he is superior to others in this particular 
—that they believe that they do know what 
they do not know, while he knows this one 
thing alone, that he knows nothing. And it 
is on that account that he imagins he was 
pronounced by Apollo to be the wisest of all 
men, because this alone is the whole of wig- 
dom—for a man not to think that he knows 
what he does not know.— Cicero. 


Tue charge of impiety is always brought 
against such as differ from the public faith, 
especially if they rise above it. Diodorus 
Siculus (lib. i, p. 75, ed. Rhodomon) relates 
an instructiv case. A Roman soldier in 
Ezypt accidentally killed a cat—killed a god, 
for the cat was a popular object of worship. 
The people rose upon him, and nothing 
could save him from a violent death at the 
hands of the mob. All religious persecutions, 
if it be allowed to compare the little with the 
great, may be reduced to this one denomina- 
tion. The heretic, actually or by implica- 
tion, killed a consecrated cat, and the ortho- 
dox would fain kil him. But, as the same ` 
thing is not sacred in all countries (for even 
asses hav their worshipers), the. cat Killer, 
although an abomination in Egypt, would 
bea great saint in some lands where dogs are 
worshiped.— Theodore Parker 
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Solea and Clippings. 


Tus bill for the disestablishment of the 
national church in Wales was rejected by a 
majority of thirty-two in the House of Com- 
mons. * ow 


Dr. MORTIMER GRANVILLE, of London, has 
cabled this formula for the grip to the 
Chicago health department: ‘‘Dr. Mortimer 
Granville begs physicians to try five grains 
camphor in twenty minims tincture of iodine 
and one dram of glycerine, with syrup, fre- 
quently for influenza. Strong meat juice is 
also recommended. No antipyrine.? With 
the statement that the doctor is one of the 
most eminent physicians of the day, and 
during the prevalence of the grip last year 
contributed much to the medical literature 
of the subject, the Chicago health officer 
give the formula to the public without recom- 
mendation. 


Rev. Joan R. EszgLY, of Lewistown, Pa., 
has shown a partiality for the phrase, 0 
Lord, shower thy blessings down upon us!” 
which is incorporated in all his prayers. 
When this period of his invocation was 
reached the other night the congregation was 
thrown into a state of consternation by a 
copious fall of water from a trap-door directly 
over the minister, drenching him through 
and through. The services were checked by 
this extraordinary fulfillment of the preach- 
er’s supplication, and tranquillity was not re- 
established until an investigation revealed the 
cause of the unexpected downpour. John 
L. Smith, a fifteen-year-old boy, had secreted 
bimself in the attic of the school-house before 


the meeting and given practical effect to the 
Rev. Mr. Eberly’s prayer with two buckets 
of water. 


Tae terms of the new law for the regula- 
tion of immigration, which went into effect 
on the ist instant, are more stringent than 
those of the law of 1885, which has been 
violated with impunity. It provides for the 
exclusion of certain classes of undesirable 
immigrants, and for the sending back of all 
who come here unlawfully, including those 
who become a public charge within a year 
from the time of landing. It provides for a 
prompt and thorough inspection of immi. 
grants by authorized officers empowered to 
determin their right to land. It puts a check 
upon the operations of the agents of steam- 
ship companies in Europe by prohibiting 
them from stimulating immigration to this 
country. The federal courts are to hav full 
jurisdiction in all causes arising under the 
law, and penalties are provided for its viola- 
tion. 


Some one signing himself Catholic Lay- 
man" has written this sarcastic letter to the 
Times of this city: In an editorial you say 
that the Roman Catholic Protectory, in addi- 
tion to being run as a profitable boarding- 
house, is used to secure proselytes. In sup- 
port of this you show the number of inmates 
in the House of Refuge is decreasing, to the 
profit of the Protectory. Now, permit me to 
say that your imputation is unjust. In se- 
curing the inmates of the Protectory our 
priests hav been actuated only with the de. 
sire to minister to the spiritual welfare of the 
members of their own church. The great 
difference between the number of inmates of 


the House of Refuge and those of the Roman 
Catholic Protectory is simply indicativ of a 
larger Catholic criminal element, as an inves- 
tigation will speedily show. We Catholics 
hav all we can do looking after and endeavor- 
ing to prevent the increase of our own crim- 
inals, without proselyting Protestant ones.” 


AsBour two miles above Parkersburg, W. 
Va., the site of a large prehistoric village has 
been found, and many relics unearthed. The 
scope of the village covers an area of about 
four acres, and presents the appearance of 
having been at one time closely packed with 
people. The earth is burnt in many places, 
and is intermixed with fragments of pottery, 
bones of animals, such as deer, bear, turtles, 
etc , with many utensils and ornaments of 
stone, bone, and shells. W. T. Miller, a 
young archeologist, reports that in one half 
day he discovered in a large excavation made 
in one part of the fleld a skeleton in a sitting 
posture, with knees elevated and arms cross- 
ing the breast, facing the west. With this 
skeleton were found forty-nine bone and two 
hundred and fifty shell beads. About two 
feet from this one another was found, also 
with its head facing west. Two hundred and 
fifty bone and shell beads were found by its 
Side. Another one was found within three 
feet, extended with its head to the west, with 
& heavy stone weighing fifteen or twenty 
pounds lying on its breast. There were two 
hundred beads of shell snd two hundred and 
ten beads of bear teeth by its side. The 
bones of these skeletons were all badly de- 
cayed. Their size indicated that they had 
belonged to a people about the hight of a 
medium-sized man, but of much stronger and 
heavier bone. 


AN exchange thus wrestles with the prob- 
lem of Adam's racial peculiarities: ‘‘ There 
has always been a tradition among the Afri- 
cans that the first man God created was a 
black man, and that the scare he and his con- 
sort received when God called upon them to 
know why they were in hiding after they had 
eaten of the forbidden fruit caused them to 
turn pale with sheer fright. How much of a 
basis of truth there is for this curious belief it ` 
would be hard to tell; antiquarian research 
having, during the last decade, added to 
rather than taken from the original tradition. 
The earliest memorial tablets found by the 
late George Smith in Palestine and other 
parts of the orient, giv the tradition high 
credit. One of Mr. Smith’s inscriptions or 
tablets, which has been deposited in the Brit. 
ish museum, in class K, No. 3,364, givs an 
account of the creation of man by the god 
Mir-ku, or ‘Noble Crown,’ and runs as fol- 
lows: ‘To fear them [the gods] he made 
man; the breath of life was in him. May 
the [the god Mir-ku] be established, and may 
his will not fail in the mouths of the dark 
races which his hand has made.’ The 
above is said to be the earliest allusion in 
existence to the biblical account of creation, 
and it distinctly points to the first race as 
being dark and confirms what Sir Henry 
Rawlinson said long ago—that is, that the 
word ‘Adamn’ (Adam) means dark race,’ 
in distinction from ‘Barku, meaning light 
race” Mr. Smith during his life put forth 
many ingenious arguments to prove that the 
account of the sons of God marrying the 
daughters of men (Geo. vi) simply meant that 
the Sarku were intermarrying with the 
Adamn people. To sum the whole matter 
up, was Adam a negro?” 
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. Christianity Charged with Plagiarism. 

s From the New York Herald. 

I consider the New Testament certainly of Indian 
origin! This, I think, can easily be proved by the 
numerous points of resemblance between the lives 
and doetrins of the founders of the Buddhist and 
Ohristian religions, coincidences which are certainly 
not the result of mere chance or accident. 

The conclusion which every honest inquirer is then 
forced to ia that one xeccunt must necessarily be a 
copy of the other, and since the Buddhist biographer, 
living long before the birth of Christ, could not hav 
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THE TEMPTATION OF BUDDHA AND O 


borrowed from the Christian one, tha plain inference 
is that the early creed-mongers of Alexandria were 
guilty of an act of plagiarism. The parallels in the 
lives and historias of the two sages are clearly 
drawn, and I summarize some of them. 

THE GENEALOGIES. 

The genealogies of both are carefully traced from 
their respectiv ancestral kings (Mahasammaba and 
David) down to their fathers (Suddhodana and 
Joseph), who, on the other hand, acsording to both 
legends, were not their real fathers. Both virgins 
(Maya and Mary), who were to become their mothers, 
were greeted previously by the angels and devas. 

The conception by the Holy Ghost announced by 
Gabriel corresponds with the dream of Maya of a 
white elephant from heaven entering her side. 

The wise men from the Hast came to offer frank- 
incense and myrrh; go at the birth of Buddha 
gods aad devas, princes and brahmans, came with 
presente. i 

As Herod was afraid of the child, so King Bimbi- 
sara made inquiries from hig ministers to search the 
land and find whether anyone lived who by his supe- 
riority would become famous. 

The Simeon of the Bible corresponds with the 
Brahman Asita, an aged man who came down from 
tho Himalayas to see tho thirty-two marks and the 
eighty signs of the Buddha. 

The presentation in the temple of Jesus is similar 
to the request made to the father of Buddha by the 
elders of the Sakya race, that the child ba taken sol- 
emnly to the temple, which was done with great 


omp. 

In his twelfth year Jasus was found discoursing 
in the temple with the teachers, so the father of 
Buddha found the Holy Son in the wood surrounded 
by the wise of ages past, both hearing and ask- 
ing them questions. The forty days’ fast in the wil- 
derness is common to both teachers, as aiso the 
temptations by the devil and the temptation by Mara 
and his host. Then the angels ministered to both. 
After ward the Buddha bathed 
in the stream Naranjana and 
Jesus was baptized in the 
river Jordan. The heavens 
opening and the voice from 
heaven proclaiming tha 
teacher are to be found in 
the Buddhist scriptures. 

The Sermon on the Mount 
begins with blessings; so, 
too, in the Lalita Vivters = 
of Buddha. The Buddha 
preached many of his ser- 
mens from a holy hill situ- 
ated in the neighborhood of 
Rayagriha, the Buddhist 
Gapernsum. The first dis- 
ciples were followers of Jobn 
the Baptist ; so,in the Budd- 
hist legend, the followers of 
the Brahman Rudraks. The 
first number of disciples in 
both accounts was five; then 
in both the number increases 
© sixty, seventy, and eighty. Jesus sent them two 

y two; in the Buddhist books it is said that Buddha 
asked them not to go two by two, in order that infor- 
mation might be spread wider, but afterward 


allowed them to go two by two to be a comfort one 
to another. ii 

Both teachers were regarded by some as God, by 
others as sent by the devil. : 

Both performed wonders—healing the sick, feed- 
ing the hungry, etc. 

The walking upon the waters and the declaration 
of death some time before are common. 

MOBE PARALLELS. 

We ean continue these parallels further : 

Thus the woman from the crowd called him 
blessed. The Samaritan woman at fhe well and the 
Chandala woman. The cour- 
tesan Magdalena and the cour- 
- tesan Ambapali, both con- 
verted by the teachers. The 
rich man who came to Buddhe 
by night and Nicodemus. . 

The triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem and the triumphal 
entry into Rejegriha. 

Jesus said to Pater, “Move 
away,” ss Buddha io his dis- 
ciple Upawans. The mission- 
ary command, “Go and 
preach,” was given by both. 

In the Buddhist legend 
we hav the traitor Devadaita, 
the same as Judas in the 
Christian legend. Wonders 
and earthquakes, ete., oo- 
curred at the death of both 
sages. We hav also the part- 
ing of the garments and the 
strife for the relics. And be- 
fore their death both masters 
pub & similar question: Which among you can 
&ecouse me of a sin?" said Christ. And Buddha, 
“In ms there is no vestige of selfishness, nor of 
envy, nor of eoveiousness, nor of desire." 

Professor Seydel, of the University of Leipsic, in- 
stances in his work, Das Evangelium von Jesu, fifty- 
one analogies all distinctly pointing to Buddhism 
rather than Christianity as the original source. The 
probability is that Buddhist legends were carried over 
by the Essenes and others into Palestine, and were 
made use of by the evangelists io adorn the gospel 
nerrativ. 

Professor Beal, too, in his Romantia Legend,” 
cites many singular coincidences. Dr. Hubbe Schiei- 
den in his work entitled “ Jesus ein Buddhist,” quotes 
in all some hundred parallels. 

Indeed, the sbundance of the materials for the 
argument in favor of the formal harmony of the 
Christian and Buddhist tradition is so great that I 
must limit myself to a few more typical examples. 

BUDDHA ‘THE SAVIOR. 

Just as the Buddha was pointed oui as the phy- 
Bieian, savior, and deliverer—as the deliverer from 
the bonds of iniquity, as the deliverer from sin, 
death, the devil, and hell—even so were the disciples 
and his followers called the Children of God,” and 
according to some authorities as sons or children of 
Buddha. If is also remarkable that the formuia 
“Follow me!” is especially stated in the Buddhist 
accounts to hav been the usual one in calling the dis- 
ciples. And asin the gospel of John, Jesus is sup- 
posed to say, * My kingdom is not of this world,” 
so also the saying attributed to the Buddha reads, 
“I know indeed that a kingdom is appointed for 
me, but it is not a worldly kingdom which I seek.” 

Surprising, too, is the striking similarity apparent 
in both accounts of even the usual changes of phras- 
eology at the introduction and conclusion of the 
preaching. Thus these phrases occur over and over 
again: “At this time,” or “Again ab that time,” 
|“ Verily, I say unto you.” Yet again: “Who hath 
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THE BAPTISM OF BUDDHA AND OHRIST. 


ears to hear let him hear the word,” “In order that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken,” eto. 

Since these expressions occur not once but fre- 
quently throughout the narrative, we are compelled 


to conclude from tha resemblance that the evangel- 
ists living later must hav had before them the sacred 
soriptures of the Buddhists. Like Luke, the. Ab- 
hiniskramana Sutta eoneludes the first period of 
the master’s life with the words, “So the child waxed 
and increased in strength.” In addition to the mere 
verbal resemblances are to be remarked some of the 
chief hymns, such as the songs of the heavenly 
hosis at the birth, and the annunciation to Mary by 
the angel Gabriel, which should ba compared with 
the Gathas recited by the Brahmans sb the inter- 
pretation of the corresponding vision of the mother 
of Buddha. 

Similarly the many poetical interpolations in Luke 
all bear a like character in style and sound, and carry 
the impress of the Mahaysna writings of the Buddh- 
ist Goihas. - ` . 

INCONSISTENCIES IN THE GOSPEL. 

When we find in a short sentence in the gospel of 
Mark (i, 13) the history of the temptation, we know 
directly that it is an extract from other poetical 
pieces. Now, it is there stated, “And he was with 
wild beasts.” Indeed, anything similar to this is 
not found in the other gospels, which might hav 
served as a coincidences, but only in the expositions 
of the Buddhist accounts. Nor does this corre- 
spond with the other words which Matthew also 
has, The angels ministered unio him.” These 
ministrations relating to the temptations in the wil- 
derness occupy three full chapters in the Lalita 
Vistara.” 

That the Christian gospels bear so close s like- 
ness to the Buddhist may be declared by some to be 
entirely due to similar conditions, owing to the ori- 
gin of both in the East, but on oloser examination 
the hermony here is not merely in the many sym- 
bolical words, but the correspondence of entire narra- 
tivs is so general that the theory of undesigned 
coincidences cannot be entertained. Thus if is re- 
lated of the Buddha that he kad compared, himself 
to the Sower who sowed the seed of the faith on the 
fields of the hearis of men. 

Again, one of the older disciples came to the 
Buddha and presented himself before him as the 
prodigal son, by whom he was regarded as the lov- 
ing father, and after he had come back again to him 
he was installed with much expense in the place as 
son and heir of the house. 

: One of the moat siriking incidents is the account 
in the gospel of John ix, 13, of the one “born blind,” 
when placed in comparison with the detailed parallel 
passage in the Saddharma pundarika. In this sutra 
the idea ascribed to the master who healed the pao- 
ple (the blind people of the world) is that this man 
is presented as an example to everyone on account 
of his sinful condition in a former life. In the Indian 
phese of thought the idea of a rebirth in bodily form 
is the fundamental idea, but in the gospel of John 
the question of sin in one life being the consequence 
of sin in a previous life stands unique and unsup- 
ported. This case arouses the suspicion that sufi- 


cient circumspection was nob used by the gospel © 


writer in his borrowing. 

A tots!ly similar impress is contained in all the 
three synoptic gospele, where Jesus said that the 
secrets of the true doctrin of the word are hidden 
from the hoi polloi, but are known only to the dis- 
ciples. The motiv for this teaching is clear in the 
Buddhist seripture, while it is an enigma in the gos- 
pels, for the Buddha distinguishes between the eso- 
teric circle of the disciples (the Bhikshus) and the 
ezoteric followers of the word (the Upàsakas). 

It can herdly be possible that Jesus also should 
hav in like manner made a distinction between his 
disciples ; bub at any rate it is highly improbable that 
id could hav spontaneously arisen in the gospels, 
Agsin, in the Buddhist account the words occur, Of 
the sun, which shines for the good and the evil; of 
the rain, which falls for the just and unjust: the 
mustard seed serves as the simile for littleness, and 
the words, “ Perishable is the city built of sand, 
which cannot maintain itself.” It may also be stated 
here that the comparison in Matthew is incorrect 
about the foolish man who built his house on the 


| gand. Houses are well known to stand strongest 


upon a good foundation of sand, but the Buddhist 
oity of gand is something quite different. 


COMPARING THE DOCTRINS. 


Proceeding now to the comparison of the doetrins 
taught by Jesus and Buddha, we cannot here take 
credit fo ourselvs for an independent and eritiosl 
examination of the text, so as to affirm what was and 
what was not the pure, original Christianity and the 
primitiv teaching of the Buddha. We might cer- 
isinly assume that st all events the highest moral 
and spiritual ideas in both teachings proceeded from 
the masters themselve. And we might leave it un- 
decided as to how far either the masters themselvs, 


or first the disciples and iater on the dogmatic theo- 


logians, hav mixed up and confounded the esoteric 
fundamental ideas of tha pure word with exoteric 
speculation and superstition. But it is easy to point 
out that tbe fundamental ideas of both teachers were 
the same. 

The ultimate goal which Jesus pointed out to his 
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disciples to strive for was the life eternal. As the 
absolute existence, only the all-one, the unchange- 
able, can be eternal, because without form and with- 
out shape. No material body, no difference and pe- 
culisrity of form, can be everlasting, for what is 
formed necessarily yields to time and must once 
again decay. Each appearance can be only relativ 
and changeable. If thus we attain to perfection and 
. desire the life and the full satisfaction we must be 


-. delivered from our present world and all other worlds 


of form.. Eternal pesce and unchanging happiness 
can only mean sn absolute existence. This is pre- 
cisely the idea of the Buddhist goal of perfection, 
which is Nirvana. 

And even the outward working and visible form of 
this striving is, in Buddhism, just the same as in the 
doctrin of Jesus. Love and compassion for every 
fellow-creature, and not merely for mankind, but for 
all nature generally. Such is the essential character 
of the doctrin of Buddha, and in the carrying out of 
this fundamental idea the success is more complete, 
better and more general, in Buddhist countries than 
in Christian lands with their European civilization. 

I must also remark before going further another 
striking similarity between the two religions. 
Buddhism, like Ohristianity, is founded on a trinity. 
In fact, the idea of the trinity seems common to 
nearly all religions. In Buddhism, it consists of 
Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha— Buddha, the law, and 
tae assembly of the faithful, corresponding to the 
father, the son, and the Holy Ghost. 

HOW DID BUDDHISM REAOH THE WEST? 

We now come to the question, How did Buddhism 
reach the west? Arthur Lillie has exhausted this 
subject. By the early Phenicians the commerce of 
the east was carried across Arabia from the port of 
Gerrha in the Persian gulf. It was then shipped on 
the Red sea and carried up the lanitie gulf on its 
road to Tyre. That some of the commodities must 
hav come from India is proved from the fact cited 
by Herodotus that cassia and cinnamon were among 
them, which articles could not be found nearer than 
Oeylon or the Malabar coast. To reach Tyre these 
goods had to pass close to the haunts of the Essenes 
near the Dead sea. The Phcenicians were in con- 
tact with India ab least as early as the time of Solo- 
mon; but Alexander’s expedition gave a great spur 
to the intercourse between India and the west. 
Bactria and Persia were in the hands of the Seleuci- 
den dynasty until Persia revolted. 

This brought Antiochus the 
Great into the field to restore the 
authority of the Greeks. Accord- 
ing to Polybius, he led his army 
into India and renewed his alliance 
with Sophagasenes, king of that 
country. As the Asoka edicts were 
incised on rocks some six years 
after Antiochus came to the throne, - 
this is certainly an allusion to the 
Constantine of Buddhism. In the 
mean while the building of Alex- 
andria had given a powerful fillip 
to the intercourse with India by 
sea. Alexander had designated it 
to be the capital of his vast empire 

and the bridge between India and 
the west. This project was ably 
carried out after his death by his 
lieutenant, the first Piolemy. Un- 
der his wise government and that 
of his successor Alexandria soon 
became the first commercial city of 
the world. Of more importance even was his large 
tolerance of creeds, whether Egyptian, or Grecian, 
or Jewish. In the year 209 B.o. Ptolemy Evergetes 
was on the throne. He conquered Abyssinia and a 
greater part of Asia, including Syria, Phoenicia, 
Babylonis, Persia, and Media. His. conquests ex- 
tended to Tactria and he had a large fleet on the 
Red ses. his placed him in contact with India 
from two different directions. 

He married the daughter of Magas, king of Oy- 
rene. Macedonia was ruled by Antigone at this par- 
ticular date. 

INDIAN ROCK INSORIPTIONS. 

This brings us to the celebrated rock inscriptions 
of King Asoka, surnamed Devanampiya, the beloved 
of the devas, or spirits. They hav set at rest forever 

‘the question whether Buddhism was propagated 
westward. 

On the Girnar rock, in Gugerat, the name of Av- 
tiochus the Great occurs four times. This is one 
passage: 

And moreover within the dominions of Antiochus, the 
Greek King, of which Antiochus's generals are the rulers, 
everywhere Piyadasi’s (Asoka's) double system of medical 
aid is established, both medical aid for men and medical aid 


for animals, together with medicaments of all sorts, which 
are suitable for men and suitable for animals. 


This is the second inscription : 


And the Greek king beside, by whom the four Greek kings 
Ptolemaios and Gengakenos and Megas . . . (hav been 
induced to permit) . . Both here and in foreign coun- 
tries everywhere (the people) follow the doctrin of the relig- 
ion of Devanampiya, wheresoever it reacheth. 


MAYA AND BUDDHA. 


Now here we hay, indelibly carved in rocks stili 
visible, a pure piece of history. It shows that the 
Buddhist king Asoka was closely associated with the 
Greeks, and that hé sent missionaries to Egypt. It 
shows, furthermore, that at any rate he was under an 
impression that the Buddhist religion had been there 
established. 

PROOF FROM THE HISTORY OF CEYLON. 

One more piece of evidence I may notice here. In 
the Mahawanso, an old history of Ceylon, it is an- 
nounced that on the occasion of the building of the 
Buddhist tape of Ruanwelli enormous numbers of 
Buddhist monks came from all paris, including thirty 
thousand “from the vicinity of A’lassada, the capital 
of the Yona (Greek) country.” In the same. history 
is a statement that Asoka did send a missionary 
named Maharakkhita to Greece. A’lassada is agreed 
by all Orientalista to be Alexandria. The Buddhist 
history states that the monks came from the vicinity 
of Alexandria. This word, I think, is important. It 
was in this vicinity that convents of monks practic- 
ing rites precisely like those of the Buddhists existed 
in large numbers in the days of Philo (30 s.o). It 
may also be mentioned that Nagasena, a Buddhist, 
had a discussion with Menander in the capital of 
Syria (200 B. o.). 

But even if no Buddhist came to the west, without 
doubt Buddhism did. For about this time there 
arose in Alexandria a teaching called “Gnosticism.” 
This word is the exact Greek equivalent of “ Buddh- 
ism,” in Sanskrit Bodhi, and it simply means interior 
or spiritual knowledge.. 

MORE ROMAN AUTHORITY OITED. 

Pliny says the Buddhist missionaries had settled 
themselvs on the shores of the Dead sea ages before 
his time“ per seculorum millia ;” Josephus (verse 
13) corroborates Pliny as to the Hssenes being de- 
scendants of these missionaries. Megasthenes says 
that “the Jews were an Indian sect called Kelami, 
and their theology resembled that of the Indians.” 

We may here remark the analogy between Judes 
and Ayodya (Oude), and Palestine and Pali, and 
Staniland, the land of Pali. 

Neander s History of Christianity says that 
“the Maniche a0 maintained that Jesus was a per- 
mutation of Buddha, and that Gautama, Jesus, and 
Mani were the same person.” Dr. Lundy, in his 
work “ Monumental Christianity,” confesses the pre- 
Christian existence of the crucifix, the Round Tower 
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in Ireland, its Buddhistic character, and the penetra- 
tion of Buddhistic missionaries to the remote parts 
of the island. C. S. Sotheran, in a lecture before the 
American Philological Society, remarks that legends 
and archxological remains prove that “ Ireland, like 
every other nation, once listened to the propagandists 
of Siddartha Buddha.” 

Ennemoser says: “Into Egypt and the east went 
Herodotus, Thales, Parmenides, Empedocles, Or- 
pheus, and Pythagoras—called Yavanacharya by the 
Indians—to instruct themselvs in natural philosophy 
and theology. Throughout the whole western Amer- 
ican continent, south of the United States, exist tra- 
ditions of a visit, centuries past, by one or more 
white-bearded men, dressed unlike the nativs, in long 
robes, who taught them religious precepts and the 
arts with which they were acquainted when the Span- 
ish brigands and adventurers landed in America. It 
is known to scholars that the Chinese were ac- 
quainted with the continent of America in the fifth 
century of the Christian era.” 

Let us now look at a few of the coincidences found 
in ancient America, and hear what scholars hav to 
say about them. i . 

BUDDHISM IN AMERICA. 

The walls of the Thibetan temples look toward the 
four quarters of heaven, and each side is painted with 
a particular color—the north side with green, the 
south side with yellow, the east side with white, and 
the west side with red. The sacred palace of the 
Toltec priest-king Quetzalcoatl, in Mexico, was sim- 
ilarly arranged and decorated. 


- į illumination—an inner light. 


In Asia the elephant is the usual symbol of the 


Buddha; in Yucatan this animal, which is not a na- 


tiv of either of the Americas, is a frequent symbol. 

“The ancient edifices of Chichen, in Central Amer- 
ica,” says Spence Hardy, “bear a striking resem- 
blance to the tapes of India.” 

“In India,” says Squier, “are found almost the 
exact counterparts of the religious structures of Cen- 
trai America, analogies furnishing the strongest sup- 
port of the hypothesis which places the origin of the 
American semi-civilization in south Asia.” 

The great temple of Palenque, Yucatan, corre- 
sponds exactly in its principal details to that of Boro- 
Budor, in Java. The two planets Ragu and Oeta, 
the head and tail of the dragon go often spoken of 
in Buddhist scriptures, are drawn in full length 
upon the western facade of the palace at Uxmal. 

History tells us that upon the robes of Wishipe- 
cocha (American for Hwuishin, Bhikshu) there were 
aymbolic crosses. Schlagintweit states that similar 
orosses may be seen upon the curtains of the win- 
dows of Buddhist monasteries in Thibet. 

Humboldt says that: Thibet and Mexico present 
very remarkable traits of connection in their ecclesias- 
tical hierarchy, in the number of their religious fra- 
ternities and in the extreme austerity of their pen- 
ances, and in the order of their religious processions.” 

The high priest of Mexico bore the title of Tay- 
Sacea, the man of Sakya; Tay meaning man, Sacca 
having no meaning in the language, being merely the 
term which they applied to a monk. Other signifi- 
cant terms are Zaca-tlan, the place of Sakya; Zaca- 
tepec, the mountain of Sakya. " 

Vining thinks that Gautemale, the name of the 
Central American state, is merely a corruption of 
Gautama-than, the place of Gautama. I might cite 
many more examples showing the early influx of 
Buddhism into America, but these, I think, will 
suffice. 

STATE OF ISRAEL AT CHRIST'S BIRTH, 


Neander divided Israel at the date of Ohrist into 
three sections: 

First—Phariseeism, the dead theology of the 
letter." 

Second—Sadduceeism, “debasing of the spiritual 
life into worldliness.” 

T hird—Essenism, Israel mystical—''& commin- 
gling of Judaism with the old Oriental Theosophy.” 

The Essenes pursued an alliance with the upper 
world, the mystical union, or Yoga, of India. The 
Therapeutz and the Essenes followed the same 
rules and had the same origin. Philo, writing to 
Hepheestion, describes them as follows: 

The Therapeutss, a sect similar to the Essenes, 
with whom you are acquainted, number many among 
ihem whose lives are truly exemplary. Their cells 
are scattered about the region bordering on the 
further shores of the lake Mareotis. The members of 
either sex liv a single and ascetic life, spending their 
time in fasting and contemplation, in prayer or read- 

ing. They believe themselvs favored with divine 
They assemble on 
Sabbath for worship and listen to mystical discourses 
on the traditionary lore which has been handed down 
in secret among themselves. 

The most subtil thinker of the modern English 
church, the late Dean Mansel, boldly maintained 
that the philosophy and rites of the Therapeuts of 
Alexandria were due to Buddhist missionaries who 
visited Egypt within two generations of the time of 
Alexander the Great. In this he has been supported 
by philosophers of the oaliber of Schelling and 
Schopenhauer, and the great Sanscrit authority, 
Lassen. Renan, in his work, Les Langues Sémi- 
tiques,” also sees traces of this Buddhist propa- 
gandism in Palestine before the Christian era. 
Hilgenfeld, Mutter, Bohlen, King, all admit the 
Buddhist influence. Colebrocke saw a striking simi- 
larity between the Buddhist philosophy and that of 
the Pgthagoreane. Dean Milman was convinced 
that the Therapeuts sprung from the “ contempla- 
tiv and indolent fraternities” of India. I could 
easily multiply citations of this sort, but I think it 
unnecessary. 

ESSENES AND THERAPEUTS. 

Assisted by Philo let us draw some more points of 
contact between the Therapeut and the Buddhist 
monks: 

Enforced vegetarianism, community of goods, 
rigid abstinence from sexual intercourse, also a high 
standard of purity, were common to both the Buddh- 
ists and the Therapeuts. 

Neither community allowed the use of wine. 

Both were strongly opposed to the biood sacrifice 
of the old priesthoods, ete. 

From Josephus we get some additional facts 
relativ to these mystios: Eaforced vegetarianism 
was one of the main principles of the Essenes as well 
as of the Buddhists. They refused to go to Jerusa- 
lem to the temple sacrifices at the risk of being 
stoned. The Ezsenes had s Sanhedrim of Justice 
like the Buddhist Sangha. Ezcommuniestion in 
both was the chief punishment. This was altogether 
foreign to the lower Mosaism, which allowed no 
Jew to escape the obligations of the Jewish law. 
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The Essenes, like the Buddhists, forbada slavery, 
war, revenge, avarice, hatred, worldly longings, ete. 
THE NAZARENES, 

Before proceeding further we must consider the 
term Nazarene or Nazarite. Christ, in the inscription 
on the cross, was called “The Nazarite” (o Naza- 
raio) (Luke iv, 31). The church of Jerusalem was 
called the Chureh of the Nuzarenes or Nazarites. 
It is the only name for Christians mentioned in the 
Acts. The followers of John the Baptist were called 
Nazarites or Nazarenes, and they still exist and sre 
calied Nazarenes to this day. 

The Essenes, according to Epiphanius, were called 
Nazarines or Nazareans. Now we find that John 
the Baptist was a Nazarite or Essene. He used the 
rite of baptism, which was peculiar to the Essenes. 
He ordered a partition of clothing and necessaries. 
He abstained from wine and soft raiment.” He 
strongly assailed the Pharisees and Sadducees; that 
is, all Israel except the Essenes. They rejected his 
baptism and accused him of demonology, the favorit 
indictment of anti-mystical Israel sgainst mystical 
Israel. Moreover, the Baptist is said to hav reached 
the hight or crowning Essene state of spiritual ad- 
vancement, the spirit and power of Elies. 

JESUS AN ESSENE, 

Another point is of the highest importance—the 
scene of his ministry was the stony wilderness, the 
arid mountain region that stretches from Jerusalem 
to the Quarantania mountain and from the Quaran- 
tania to Eia-Gedi. Now this, according to Piiny the 
E'der, was the very spot where the buik of the Es. 
senes was to ba found. Their numbers in his day, 
the very commencement of the Christian era, were 
enormous. Josephus fixes their number at four 
thousand souls. We learn of John, too, that his fol- 
lowers were multitudes—in fact, a whole “people 
prepared for the Lord.” We now come to the adult 
Jesus. The first prominent fact of his life is his 
baptism by John the Essene. The full meaning of 
this may be learned from Josephus, who says: 

To one that aims at entering their sect, admission is not 
immediate, but he remains a whole year outside it, and is 
subjected to their rule of life, being invested with an ax, the 
girdle aforesaid and a white garment. Provided that over 
this space of time he has given proof of his perseverance he 
approaches nearer to their course of life and partakes of the 
holier watets of cleansing, but he is not admitted to their 
community of life. Following the proof of his strength of 
contro], his moral conduct is tested for two years more, and 
when he has made clear his worthiness he is thus adjudged 
to be of their number. But before he touches the common 
meal he pledges himself in oath to make one shudder; first, 
that he will reverence the divine being, and, secondly, that 
he will abide in justice unto men, and will injure no one, 
either of his own accord or by command, but will always 
detest the iniquitous and strive on the side of the righteous. 


Now if, as is so widely believed, the chief object of 
Carist’s mission was to establish forever the Mosa- 
ism of the bloody altar and combat the main teach- 
ing of the asketes, or mystics, which postulates the 

rinciple of the malignity of matter, why did he go 
to an askete, or Essene, to be baptized? Whether 
or not Ohrist belonged to mystical Israel, there can 
be no discussion about the Baptist. He was a 
Nazarite “ separated from his mother’s womb” who 
had induced a whole people" to come out to the 
desert snd adopt the Essene rites and their commu- 
nity of goods. Aud we see from a comparison of 
the Esene and early Christian initiation what such 
baptism carried with it. It implied preliminary in- 
straction and vows of implicit obedience to the in- 
structor. 

BUDDHISM NOT PLAGIARISM, 

I hav already shown in my parallelism between 
the lives of Ohrist and Baddha that the laiter had 
aiso his baptism, fasting, and temptation. 

We see, therefore, that the seed of Eastern wis 
dom had been transported to Greece, Egypt, and 
Palestine many years before the advent of Christ, 
and this confirms what I said at the commencement 
—that the New Testament must certainly be of In- 
dian origin. Many resemblances in certain points 
might, indeed, hav arisen independently on both 


sides, but in no case could it hav been so universal. 


The theory of a derivation of the Buddhist narra. 
tivs from the Christian evangelists is wholly and 
completely negatived—first, by the argument of date, 
and again by that of internal evidence. 

Lastly, the comparison of the traditions on both 
sides strengthens the argument, from the nature and 
character of the similarity. 

It is admitted that the priority of the Buddhist 
scriptures has been established quite bsyond a doubt, 
as the result of the researches of Professor Seydel 
and others. The canon of Buddhism has the advan- 
tage over the gospels not only in its original source 
by five hundred years, which the Buddha lived be- 
fore Ohrist, but also in that it was already in its 
present and indeed in its now traditional form even 
before the beginning o! the Christian era. 

` ORIGIN OF THE TWO SORIPTURES 

Bat the origin of the gospels of the New Testa. 
ment canon dates, if not from the early part of the 
second, at all events from the latter half of the first 
century. The solution of the problem of the coinei- 
dences depends thus npon the inquiry into the nature 
of the origin of the Christian gospels. 


But here still another inquiry naturally foilows 
for consideration which ought not to be esrelesaly 
passed by in working out our proposition. We mean 
the parallel passages of the first three (synoptic) gos- 
pela—a coincidence as to contents and as to form 
which is so general that very often in the translation 
there are quite a large number of similar sayings 
from the same Greek words—so that the use either 
of an independent, or interdependent, or that of s 


common original document must be unavoidably ac- 


cepted. 

That the present four canonical gospels are poet- 
ical compositions and later compilations of original 
subjects is not disputed at the present day by thote 
who hav inquired into the matter. By this, indeed, 
the synoptical problem is not solved, but that matter 
depends on this. For inthe present position of thia 
question the following is accepted as correct : 

The author of the gospel of Luke had by him for 
reference the gospel of Mark and of Matthew. But 
of these two in their present canonical form the 
gospel cf Mark is certainly the earlier work. How- 
ever, the author of the canonical gospel of Mark was 
acquainted with the original manuseripis cf the 
apostle Matthew, which later on were compiled by 
snother hand into the present gospel acccrding to 
Matthew. 

A QUESTION OF DATES. 

As to the question of dates of composition of the 
canonical gospels the following are received as the 
most probable: Matthew later than 70 4.0, Mark 
before 70 a.c, Luke and John later than 100 ao. 
But with all this the synoptiesl question is still 
merely formal, and by no means has the complete 
answer been given, for the main difficulty in this 
problem assuredly lies in the two points of view 
wherein this is finally connected with the Buddhist 
problem, namely: 

Since itis clear that so much is mere matter of 
tradition as regards the supposed original notes o! 
Matthew, and as frequent coincidences occur in the 
gospels, is it not possible thet they were derived 
from Buddhist sources ? 

Since it is clear that these interpolations which 
gathered round the person of Jesus were not his- 
torical events, but abundantly bore a mythics! or 
mystical character even up to the time of the.com- 
pilation of the canonical gospels, as also for a few 
centuries after the death of Jesus, is it not possible 
that they were fixed as the truths of Christ in the 
belief of the evangelists and their circle of religious 
followers ? 

In repiy to the first question we hav amply shown 
in the first part of this lecture the spread of the 
Buddhist doctrins to the eastern shores of the Med. 
iterranean. It is not doubted at the present day 
that Indian religious ideas, and, indeed, more partic 
ularly those of Buddhism, reached and were even 
propagated as far as Egypt, Asia Minor, and Pales- 
tine long before the Obristian ers. 

From what has been gathered about the inter 
course between India and the west there is sufficient 
evidence to establish this point. Oae has only to 
reflect carefully about the missionary zeal of the 
Buddhists, whose existence was due to the very cos- 
mopolitanism of their faith and to the missionary 
commission handed down by their master from the 
earliest age, in order to find it wholly inconceivable 
that only traders and the envoys of princes, but not 
missionaries, should hav availed themselvs of the 
strongly built ships and the inhabited highways 
which served many years for the busiest commerce 
between India and Ceylon and the Roman empire. 

SUMMING IT UP. 

Bat if the seed of eastern wisdom has been trans- 
ported to the west many years before the advent of 
Christ it was given to him to prepare the right 
ground for this sesd of the Light of Asia” and to 
mska it fruitful by his teachings and his life, pushing 
the gacrifica so far as to besprinkle it with bis own 
blocd. Not only did Jesus fulfill every precept of 
the wisdom—religion—of Sakya-Muni, but he even 
fulfilled the prophecy of the Buddha, who on several 
occasions foretold that five hundred yesrs after his 
deatb, when mankind would be in need of a savior, 
would appear the Maitreya Buddha—that is to say, 
the Buddha of compassionate love. Was not Jesus 
the pitifu!, the compassionate, the Maitreya that the 
Buddha foresaw? 

With Jesus, a historical character, sublime, be- 
yond all previous western experience, appeared in the 
world. He gave it laws and rights and newer and 
greater conceptions of life. He told tha Hebrew 
that forgivness was more noble than retaliation, pov- 
erty than riches, the ignominy of the gibbet in the 
cause of enlightenment than crowns of gold. He 


announced to the death-dealing zealot that even in 


the presence of outrage and treachery it was better 
to sheathe than to draw the sword. He taught that 
to perform such menial offices as feet-washing was 
more godlike than to accept them. 

The scheme of Jesus was to slowly leaven the 
world by means of a secret society of mystics rigor- 
ously winnowed by beggary, celibacy, hunger, or 
persecution. 

A sublime spectacle is the historical Jesus stand- 


ing among the gray limestone hills of Palestine and 
planning his groat battle. 

In one army were a few beggars, naked, shoeless, 
with no shelter but the caves of the foxes; no pro. 
tector except the mephitic sir that depopulates the 
shores of the Dead sea. In the other army were 
the cruel Pharisees, the inhuman priesthood of Jo. 
hovah, backed by the invincible legions of Cæsar. 

A sublime spectacle, also, is that of Baddha 
abandoning his throne, his beloved wife, his aged 
father, his youthful son—bidding an eternal farewell 
to all the luxuries and comforts of a regal court to 
go and lead a life of misery and privation out of 
pure love for suffering and ignorant mankind. 


The names of Buddha and Ohrist shine with un. . 


dazzled splendor in the history of mankind. The 
creed mongers who hav distorted the teachings of 
Jesus cannot diminish his grand figure, itself a 
shadow of the Eastern sage—of the gentle, loving 
Buddha. 


Both sought to relieve the sufferings of their fellow- - 


men by showing them the only way to happiness 
—that is, the destruction of selfishness and the de- 
velopment of pure love for man and beast; the great 
doctrin of universal brotherhood which we find so 
often on men’s lips and so seldom in their hearts. 
Baron Haroen Hioxxy. 
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The Demand for the New Leaflet, 


The demand for the Fisg and Pansy lesflat is a 
growing one. Not only are cur own people pleased 
with it, and sending in requests for it in quantity, 
but strangers who catch stray glimpses of it write 
us to know about the society, or to ask for those 
leeflets and other pamphlets. Each day brings in 
more and more of these testimonies of the good 
work which this little leaflet is doing. 

This ie, of course, very gratifying to the board of 
directors, and especially to the execuiiy committee 
upon whom the burden of the management falls. 
We are interesting the public as never before in the 
American Secular Union, and appealing forcibly to 
their patriotism snd their desire to uphold the pub. 
lic school system. But we do not wish to claim all 
the credit of this circular for ourselvs. The idea 
originated in that wide-awake little town of Ports- 
mouth, O., in the activ brain of that stanch worker 
for the cause, W. S. Andres; and although we hay, 
of necessity, departed considerably from the circular 
as at first cutlined by him, and although we our- 
selvs hav spent a good deal of time and labor upon 
it, it is to him that the oradit of the first suggestion 
is due, and whatever patrictiam is expressed therein 
was original with him. Let us rejoice that we hav 
in our ranks this helpful and faithful worker for the 


‘cause ! 


And now, der friends, I want to talk with you 
a little about getting these les flats still more widely 
distributed. When we first sent them out, some 
division of opinion prevailed in our exesutiv commit- 
tee as to the wisdom of charging you enough to 
cover the cost and leave & small margin for postage 
and free distribution to others. We finally agreed 
to let those who wanted to buy them hav these leaf- 
lets at thirty five cents per dozen or three dozen for 
a dollar. But we hav since come to realize that it 
would hav been wiser to charge you forty cents per 
dozen, or five cents spisce. This also would be a 
great convenience to us in sending them to those of 
cur friends who want only one or two, or who want 
them by tens or twenty-fives. As you know, colors 
are more expensiv than black ink; but, on the other 
hand, we feel that the added attractivness of this 
letfle$ more than balances the extra outlay. People 
who are overwhelmed with the usual run cf circulars 
will take & second look at this one, before throwing 
it into the waste-basket ; and that second look usu- 
ally results in thsir saving it up “for a little while," 
at any rate. It is too pretty a thing to be consigned 
to the waste-basket, after all. Then, too, every true 
patriot has a regard for his flag which will lead him 
to treasure up this gay little circular for the sake of 
the pictured banner on the first page; while the 
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pansy on the last page appeals to the Freethinker, 
whatever his individual preference regarding 
badges. i 

Now, we want to see these lasflais still more freely 
circulated. And we think i$ necessary that we make 
the prise as given above—five cants eneh, or forty 
cents per dozen. Bub as we want to ba perfecily 
fair to those who may be planning to purchase some 
at the old price within the next week or two, we will 
do as follows: . 

. Those orders reaching us not later than April 
30th will be filled at ihe old rate—thirty five cents 
per de zen, or three dozen for one dollar. Those 
resching ua after Apri] 30;h will be filled at the rate 
of five conis apiece, or forty cents per dozen. This 
will giv time for the Liberal papers containing this 
notice to find their way to remote towns, and for any 
orders to reach us by the required date, so that we 
shall be perfectly fair to ali our people in this matter. 

Now, dear friends, this is a small outlay on your 
part for missionary pamphlets, even ab the new 
rate; and remember that the old rate holds good for 
all orders reaching ug by April 30 h. These pam- 
phlets you can use anywhere, among people of any 
theological belief; and, when you hav thus inter- 
ested your neighbor, by means of this iesflet, in our 
demand for freedom of thought, you wili hav an en- 
tering wedge for whatever phases of Liberalism you 
desire to present to bim, and you wili find him favor- 
ably disposed te listen to your words. 

The Flag and Pansy pampbiete. in short, ought 
to be freely purchased and circulated by Freethink- 
ers; and we hope that we shali continue to receive 
orders from you for these ia quantity, at the new 
rate of five cents each, or forty sente per dozen. 

IA C. Crappoox, _ 
Corr. See. American Szcular Union. 


Philadelphia, Pa., April 6, 1891. 
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The Torch of Reason vs. The Pansy. 


Under the above caption I noticed an article in 
your issue of March 21st calling for, remarks or sug- 
gestions touching the question of & suitable emblem 
for Freethinkers, in answer to which I respectfully 
submit a few points for consideration. 

First, the “pansy” as an emblem for Freethin kers 
is not only absurd, but ridiculous. These expres- 
sions I use in their fullest sense. Viola tricolor, a 
variety of violet, whose language is “modesty,” to 
become an emblem for bold, courageous, defiant 
Freethinkers! How perfecily absurd! Reason and 
revelation might with equal consistency clasp hands, 
the lion and lamb lie down together and look for 
ibe . which would be certainly near at 

and. 

Just imagin Bruno, Galileo, Servetus, Thomas 
Paine, Howard McQueary, R. G. Ingersoll, Hugh 
O. Pentecost, with many others whose names I 
might mention, destroyers of those things and of 
that held and cherished by many in the orthodox 
world as being most sacred—demolishers of idols, 
destroyers of faiths, God-killers—wearing the 
“heartsease!” Is it not ridiculous? Possibly an 
appropriate emblem for a sentimental school girl of 
seventeen, s love-sick dude, or a puling old maid. 

The shape of the flower certainly does not recom- 
mend it. In the professional florists eye a well 
shaped pansy flower in outline should form a circle, 
with no irregularities or segments upon its edge, 
very unlike the miserable, degenerated representa- 
tion of the flower I hav seen on some of the Ameri- 
ean Secular Union's business sheets. If we are to 
hav a symbol, it should be perfeot in design as well 
as symbolic, whether we approximate to it or not. 

The torch as an emblem, aside from ita ability and 
use in a past age as a means of shedding light, has 
even less to recommend it—stiff and ungraceful in 
outline; suggestiv of moans and groans, of London 
fogs, of burning pitch and tar, to those who may hav 
followed in its smoky wake and paid a small fee to 
be piloted from street to street, as has been the ex- 
perience of the writer, or as when applied to the 
funeral pyre, or a pile of fagots to dispose of what 
were called heretics in a barbaric and bygone age. 
Is there anything poetical about such reminiscences ? 
Anything pleasant or sublime for the imaginativ or 
reflecliv mind to disport and revel in? I think not. 
It does not typify, and is not at all in keeping 
with, the present advanced age of science and 
means of shedding light. Would the old stage- 
coach be a good representation cf a vehicle for this 
age as a means in which to travel? I think you will 
say, No. These are points not to be overlooked. 

Acting on your suggestion, allow me to propose & 
flower that I think has some features of recom- 
mendation in it—the “dandelion” (Leontodon), 
meaning. lion and tooth. Dandelion is derived from 
the French dent de-lion, an appellation given on 
account of the tooth-like lobes of the leaves—a 
flower found in every clime where flowers grow; a 
flower whose color resembles that of our golden orb 
of day, the source of light, heat, and life; a flower 
whose very outline is clearly suggestiv of light, 
beat, each petal being, ae it were, a point or ray, 


going out from and encircling its whole disk, the 
latter not being simply one individual flower, but 
many flowers, as is the case in the whole order 
(Composite) to which its belongs. It is, therefore, 
eosmopolitan in its cheractar; perennial in nature; 
wil liv and thrive under conditions where your 
pansy would dwindle and die, under the snow where 
your torch would go out; a flower not used by any 
nation as an emblem in so far as I know. 

In the above we hav a flower whose meaning 
bears significance, at once suggestiv of the fearless 
and brave, about which historically or otherwise 
there is not even a smack of mawkish sentimental- 
ism or superstition. I venture the assertion that 
no Freethinker will deny that in the present, as in 
the psst, energy, fearlessness, and courage are 
essentials in the conflict now going on for the en- 
throning of reason and in attacking the citadels of 
superstition. - 

Here is a flower in which the imagination of the 
poet, the reflactiv and searching powers of the sage, 
the vivacious fancies of the school-girl, and the 
prudish whims of the old maid, may each find an 
ample field in which their sentiments may find ex- 
pression and their fertii minds revel and delight; 
something that typifies a man, whom no theologian 
dares meet in open combat, when reason is wielded 
as a weapon of defense, whose stentorian tones are 8 
menace to all weaklings, and whose very impress 
signifies victory. 

In designing such an emblem there is large scope 
for talent and taste. The lion is, to me, suggestiv 
and appropriate. The monarch of the forest, like the 
mind of the Freethinker, loves and craves freedom, 
while an aggressiv animal, combatiy and ferocious, 
under certain conditions the reverse. 

With & flower in its paw, or lying in a bed of the 
same, with hesd erect, and its eagle eyes (diamonds) 
scanning the horizon, are forms that readily suggest 
themselvs. Should the subjest be considered as 
worthy of adoption, I hav other suggestions to make. 

Henry BM, 
President Newark Secular Union. 
e — ———— 


Chicago Jottings. 


That the Roman hierarchy are organizing with re- 
newed vigor for another raid on the county treasury 
is easily seen from the items in the daily press. The 
cross-backs will not find it quite so easy, as several 
quas?-Protestant institutions hav been inaugurated 
since the decision by the supreme court, and they 
desire to gather in the shekels for their non-sectarian 
religious institutions and the glory of God. The 
News of March 26th says: 


The committee appointed by the county board to investi- 
gate the sectarian character. if such should exist, of the four 
great industrial schools of the county, is still wrangling and 
seemingly as far from a decision as ever. 

A secret meeting was held last night, but no action was 
taken. A report was prepared and submitted, but one sec- 
tion was considered objectionable. It was as follows: 

** Your committee is of the opinion that it is contrary to 
sound public policy to expend public money in aid of private 
enterprises, Charitable or otherwise, and therefore recom- 
mend that contracts be not entered into with the industrial 
schools mentioned in this report.” 

The general impression of the committeemen is said to be 
that the Chicago School for Girls and the St. Mary's School 
for Boys are under sectarian influences. The Glenwood 
School for Boys and the Evanston School for Girls are gener- 
ally conceded to be non-sectarian. The committee seems to 
feel its inability to decide the question and to wish to refer 
the matter to the courts. Messrs. Cool and Stauber demand 
the passage of the foregoing section. Brandt, Green, and 
Nelson are favorable to giving money to the schools. Mr. 
Green says he is opposed to a fine drawing of lines. 


Following the lead cf Massachusetts, Californie, 


and Ohio, whose several legislatures hav before 


them bills for the persecution of Spiritualists of the 


of Ilinois are trying to immortalize themselves by a 
similar piece of petty persecution. Tae one intro- 
duced in the Illinois legislature by Senator Thomas, 
of Cook, is said to be aimed at bogus eéances,” but 
as the bill reads, to my mind, it would include the 
lectures of Mre. Richmond or anyone else who is al- 
leged to be under contro), as it makes it a misde- 
meanor to “impersonate the spirit of any deceased 
person.” Here is the full text of the bill: 

Every person who, for profit or gain, or in anticipation 
thereof, for the purpose of presenting any Spiritualistic ma- 
terialization, shall impersonate the spirit of any deceased 
person, or by any trick, device, or mechanical contrivance 
shall present anything representing the spirit of any de- 
ceased person, shall be guilty of misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction thereof shall be fined a sum of not less than $100 
nor more than $300 for each such offense; or shall be im- 
prisoned in the county jail not less than three nor more than 
six months; or in the discretion of the court, both such fine 
and imprisonment may be imposed. Provided, that nothing 
in this act shall be construed as applying to any theatrical 
performance. 

If the provisions of the bill were only operativ 
against “bogus eéancee,” it might meet with appro- 
bation from even Spiritualists, although if people 
want to be humbugged by frauds I don’t know why 
the ministerial fraud should go scot-free. The Bible 
certainly makes a good basis for Spiritualistic opera- 
tions. That is one reason the writer was never a 


conyert to the augel- world wonders. 


gon of his father. 
and was appointed by Grant minister to France. 
There this Republican misrepresentativ never pro- 
tested against the diabolical buteheries of those 
who merely demanded local self-government—not 
that alone, but he absolutely justified it. 
American imperialist has loaned the Art Institute 
his collection of paintings, which include such por- 
traits as Bismarck and King William, which shows 
the idols he would worship. Hampstead is a harm- 
less nonentity. He married a Catholic, and his wife, 
backed by the priests, would be boss. 


burnes. 
of party, desire a business administration, hay nomi- 
nated Eimer Washburne. 
quiet that he does not lean to Romanism and is op- 
posed to the Irish holding ail the cffices. 
once chief of police and is said to hav left a good 
record. Since, he has been superintendent of a peni- 
tentiary ; and his business career has been go check- 
ered that he can hardly be considered a howling euc- 


most outrageous character, some idiotic Jaw-makers. 
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A FIVE POINTED POLITICAL FIGHT. | 
The World's Fair city is well supplied with oaudi- 


dates for the mayoralty, there being no less than five 
Richmonds in the field. 


Since the newly acquired territory has been added 


Chicago is politically pretty close, but the present 
muddle places it beyond the ken of the most astute 
party strategist to figure out a majority for his 
favorit. As America is looking Chicagoward, the 
majority doubtless would like to know what sort of a 
mayor we are to hav. I will briefly giv my impres- 
sions of the candidates. i 


Hempstead Washburn, Republican, is noted as the 
His father was noted for wealth 


This 


There is a sort of “twins” about these Wask- 
The Citizens’ Association, who, regardless 


It is whispered on the 


He was 


cess. The ministerial party are backing“ the citi- 


zens’ nominee and want every gsmbling-house 
closed, and, worst of all, the World's Fair—if it is 
ever compieted—slosed on Sunday. For that reason 
it would be too bad to spoil so very nice a gentleman 
by so trying a position. 


The present incumbent, by virtue of the bull 
dozing of the police and the assiduous labors of the 
bread-and-butter brigade, secured the nomination of 
the democratic convention, notwithstsnding that his 
political patron and godfather, Carter H. Harrison, 
was in training for the race. Bad as Carter was, 
Oregier has made about the worst mayor we could 
possibly hav. : 

Oartor H. Harrison is a brilliant, boastful man of 
splendid executiv ability. Personally he is financially 
honest, but politically he is an unconscionable dem- 
agog—the appointer, during his eight years’ adminis- 
tration, of the worst class of ward heelers, bums, 
thugs, and pimps. This time this very "gang" 
has been captured by the seductiv DeWitt O. Ore- 


gier, the present incumbent, and Oarter H. has only 
secured the nomination of the Personal Rights 


League. That organization has done some excellent 
work in the past, but its present incongruous attitude 
in this campaign compels the conclusion that it has 
abandoned its reform attitude for the brewers and 
boodie. I should not be surprised if this was 
the beginning of its downfall. 

Oregier, by the most rascally outrages, has secured 
the “regular” Domocratic nomination and the sup- 
port of the Olan-na Gaels, while Oarter has to content 
himself with a divided house avd a few German 
organizations. It is proposed to read Osrter Harri- 
son snd his supporters out of the Damooratic party. 
Oregier feels so weak that he has implored Senator 
Palmer to come and help him. If the senator does 
Illinois will in future be lost to the Democracy. 

Then comes the Socialistic candidate, Thomas J. 
Morgan, or “Tommy” Morgan, as the papers sneer- 
ingly term him. The political sheets villify him 
worse than anyone in the city. They recognize his 
honesty and ability and fear him. When the news- 
papers palaver a labor reformer I think it is best to 
keep a sharp lookout for him. Intellectually Morgan 
lends all the rest, not excepting Harrisor—but that 
is intellect pure and simple, for he has little of the 
polish of education. He is a countryman of Brad- 
laugh’s and has that sturdy stubbornness that defies 
all obstacles. The political hacks who wish to trade 
on their ixfluence in their unions for boodle hav a 
sorry time of it when Morgan is around. His reso- 
lutions on all conceivable subjects stamp him as the 
most important public educator in Ohieago. He 
could neither be bribed nor bulldozed. He is an ava- 
lanche of industrial information and every inch a 
moral man. He works at the bench as a brass fin- 
isher every weekday, and, strange to say, is the sort 
of reformer who can earn a good living for himself. 
He has some royalties on patents which the railroad 
companies pay him. He does not expect to be 
elected, but a vote for him is an indorsement of the 
most admirable city platform ever proposed. 

When I went to register I encountered about the 
game trouble that Eugene did in New York city. I 
refused to be sworn, to take off my hat or hold up 
my hand. The regular judge refused to take my 
deposition, but I stuck to my position aid “got 
there just the same.” I Ease to nent ene entire 

ollequy, but think the sbove more Imprrian’. 
. E. A. Srzvens. 
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Commanications. 


Religion. 


Religion is considered by many persons to be a 
very important thing to hav. It is ssid to be the 
groundwork of usefulness and the foundation of end- 
less happiness. Books hav been written to prove 
that no morality is possible without it; and it is gen- 
erally agreed among all religionists that access to the 
elysian fields depends on implicit faith in their dog- 
mas, although no two of them agree in informing us 
of what the dogmas essential to salvation consist. 

We find the word “religion” used only three 
times in the Bible ; and in each case it is translated 
from the Greek word threskos, which means nothing 
more than outward religious ceremony. There seems 
to be no evidence tending to show that the practice 
of religion meant anything more in those days than 
the performance of outward ceremonies. The very 
performance of these, however, implied faith in their 
efficacy, and therefore faith in the dogmas on which 
they were built. . 

The word “religion,” in the Latin tongue religio, 
is similar to the other Latin noun religatio, which 
means, binding or tying to anything; and both 
words come from the word religo, to bind back, 
to fasten, tie. So that the primary and es- 
sential mesning of the word “ religion” seems to 
be, to rebind or fasten back a person by forms and 
ceremonies, to something from which, except for the 
influence of cords and ropes, he would be likely to 
break, wander, or be carried away. 

It having been satisfactorily proved to all who 
read science and history, that the religions of all na- 
tions hav been spontaneously evolved. from the hal- 
lucinations of dreams and disordered minds, and the 
superstitious fears of the ignorant savages with 
whom they originated; and the different forms of re- 
ligion found in different parts of the world being, to 
every enlightened mind, self-evidently only the 
marks of the various degrees or stages of progress to 
which the devotees thereof hav attained in intellect- 
ual development, our minds can no longer honestly 
evade the questions: Why should any man who be- 
lieves in human progress desire to be tied back to 
the dogmas of a barbarian past? Why should the 
human mind, which, unfettered, delights to soar like 
the eagie to sublimer hights whence its view becomes 
enlarged and ennobled, be chained down to some- 
thing degrading, unsuited to its present needs, and 
incredible even when allegorized and distorted ? 

Originally, the Hebrew or Jewish word for God 
was Aleim, which means, the curser ; and this shows 
that, like other nations, their first gods were evil be- 
ings. The word <Alemath, hiding-place, shows this 
word in part retained after ita malign signification 
had practically disappeared. Blohm is another sig- 
nification of the original word -Aleim ; and, being in 
the plural form in Gen. i, 1, givs us to understand 
that “in the beginning the gods created the heaven 
and the earth.” Also, in verse 26 we are told that 
the “gods said, Let us make man in our image," 
showing that polytheism had also been a stage of the 
Hebrew religion. 

In Ex. iv, 14; Num. xxii, 22; Josh. vii, 1; Job ix, 
5,13; Ps. xe, 7, and many other places where the 
Lord God of Israel is said to hav been angry, the 
word for anger is aph, which means anger, snorting, 
7.6. it represents Jehovah as being snorting mad.” 

David tells us (Ps. vii, 11) that God is angry 
[“ snorting mad "] with the wicked every day; and 
God is said to hav been verv angry with Solomon 
(1 Kings xi, 9), with Aeron (Deut. ix, 20), and with 
Israel (2 Kings xvii, 18) ; but the different inspired 
writers are not agreed as to the propriety of men 
imitating Jehovah in this respect. Solomon thinks 
it would not be wise to do so, since “anger resteth 
in the bosom of fools” (Ecoles. vii, 9) ; and Paul ex- 
horta his brethren (Eph. iv, 31; Ool. iii, 8) to put 
away this godlike trait; but Jesus is said to hav 
been like his heavenly father in this respect, for he 
looked upon his adversaries with anger (Mark iii, 5), 
and Paul, on second thought, deemed it best to ex. 
hort Ohristians to be angry (Eph. iv, 26), provided 
they did not sin. But even if it was no sin to be an- 
gry, it was acting the fool, according to Solomon, 
and such divine imitations ought therefore to be let 
alone. Since religion is founded upon the idea of a 
personal God, it would seem, to those who reason in 
a common-sense way, as though the ssid God ought 
to manifest himself to somebody in some way, or else 

. “forever after hold his peace." 

But the fact is, we hav no proof that any man ever 
saw, heard, felt, tasted, or smelled this aforesaid God 
—in short, he has never revealed himself to any one 
of the five senses, nor has he ever bestowed upon man 
a sixth sense so as to make the said man aware of the 
faot. How a God who keeps himself thus everlast- 

‘v concealed can expect any sensible person to 
in him, is more than I can understand. How 
ists expect us to hav a godly “zeal ao- 
^owledge," when all knowledge of God 

`- withheld from us? 
true, that Moses talked face to 


face with the Lord, as a man talketh with his friend ; 
but Moses, in his egotism, must hav stretched the 
blanket considerably in this matter, for God ex- 
pressly said, Thou canst not fee my face: for there 
shall no man see me and liv" (Ex. xxxiii, 20). 


Jacob also said, “ I hav seen God face to face, and. 


my life is preserved " (Gen. xxxii, 30). But this was 
not the first lie Jacob ever told. Jesus was very 
doubtful about the manhood of both Jacob and Mo- 
ses. He says, “No man hath seen God at any 
time.” According to this, Jacob must hav had lit- 
tle of the man about him; or, as we often say, he 
was “no man at all,” and Moses was a good sec- 


ond. ; 


So it seems that there exists no good reason 
why we should submit to the operation of being 
“tied back” with ropes and chains to the myth- 
icsl dogmas of the past, or be put into a strait- 
jacket to keep us quiet. Let them clip our wings 
if they can. A. H. Darrow. 


— ii res 
Death of Antichrist. 


Not of him who signs himself “ Antichrist” in the 
Freethought papers; he still live, and is now pen- 
ning this obituary. 

Several years ago a little pamphlet was issued by 
the Rev. M. Baxter, from the office of the Christian 
Herald, Bible House, New York, entitled, The 
Great Orisis at Hand.” In it the author tells us that 
“ Antichrist will be a Napoleon ;" that the name Na- 
poleon is derived from the Greek Apollyon, that is 
from the Greek aorist Apoleon (Rev. ix, 11); and 
that taking the Greek word JVapoleonti, and giving 
to each letter its numerical value, it foots up 666, 
the number of the beast with the seven heads and ten 
horns, described in the Apocalypse. 

* More than fifty clergymen and fifty laymen,” 
says Mr. Baxter, “hav shown in their treatises that 
the Napoleon dynasty became in 1806 the seventh 
governmental headship of the Roman empire—the 
seveuth head that continued but a short space, until 
1815, when it was ‘wounded to death’ by the sword 
at Waterloo; but it yet shall be healed and reestab- 
lished over France and Europe, and become more 
powerful than even in the time of the first Napoleon, 
and again possess military occupation of Rome and 
restore the temporal power of the pope.” 

Looking, therefore, for the “Man of Sin" in the 
Napoleonic dynasty, Mr. Baxter, as early as 1873, 
decided that though the number 666 was contained 
in the name Prince Louis Napoleon, yet that young 
prince, then seventeen years old, was lacking in the 
character described by Daniel, namely, “a king of 
fierce countenance, understanding dark sentences,” 
and “avile persov.” But furthermore, Prince. Louis 
was killed in the Zulu war in 1879, as noted in the 
later, editions of “The Great Crisis at Hand,” in 
which the author proceeds to discover and point out 
the coming “ Man of Sin,” as follows: 

It will remain to be seen whether some Napoleon, who is 
more of a fierce countenance and a vile person, does not 
after some time take his place. 

But Prince Jerome Napoleon, who was born in 1823, seems 
the most likely of the Bonapartes to become the Personal 
Antichrist. He alone, of all of them, is a man “of fierce 
countenance, understanding dark sentences,” fl. e., of defiant 
aspect and of great sagacity, and also a vile person," noto- 
riously ridiculed and vilified, and a Voltairian Infidel and 
democrat, all of which the Antichrist is predicted to be in 
Dan. viii, 28; xt. 21, 36, 37. He has also been nicknamed 
in France the Red Prince, because of his Red-Republican 
political views. The Antichrist’s ten-kingdomed confeder- 
acy is, in its later stage, represented as a scarlet-colored, or 
Red. Republicanized ten-horned wild beast in Rev. xvii, 
Mes Bonapartism, Red-Republicanism, and Romanism will 
coalesce. * 

This Prince Paul Jerome Napoleon Bonaparte's face is the 
very image of the first Napoleon Bonaparte's, and the fatal 
number 666 is discovered in the Greek nominativ for P. 
Jerome Napoleon. 

Also, 666 is the sum total of the letters of the name P. 
Jerome Bonaparte in Hebrew. as follows: 

Pe, 80; Gimel, 3; Resh, 200; Aleph, 1; Mem, 40; Beth, 
2; Aleph, 1; Nun, 50; Pe, 80; Resh, 200; Teth, 9; 
total, 666. 

Mr. Baxter does not explain why he contrasts 
Paul to P, nor why he ends Jerome's name in Greek 
with an e, making it phonetically Jeromee. But the 
omission of that e would hav made the number too 
small by five, and the addition of q to the first ini- 
tial, P, would hav made the number 431 too many. 
In expounding the prophecies you must always fit 
the fulfillment to the prediction, even if you hav to 
pervert both. i 

But further, Jerome was not the name of the 
aforesaid prince, who died at Rome March 17, 1891. 
The prince’s father was Jerome Bonaparte, a brother 
of the emperor Napoleon Bonaparte. The real name 
of the prince was Napoleon Joseph Charles Paul 
Bonaparte, though he was better but incorrectly 
known as Jerome Napoleon, and still better by the 
nickname of Ploa-Plon. 

With this correction, what becomes of the Napo- 
leonie Antichrist? It is impossible to produce, out 
of the letters of the prince's real name, the number 
of the beast, 666. Change the Roman letters to 
Greek and the result is as follows: 

Napoleon, 356; Joseph, 785; Charles (with the 
initial Chi), 941; Paul, 511; Bonapart (without the 
silent terminal e), 604; total, 3,197. 


And if you take the nickname Plon-Plon, it foots 
up only 480. 

And now what will the prophetic calculator do? 
Will he find another Antichrist in the Napoleonic . 
dynasty? Victor, the eldest son of the deceased 
prince, has been disinherited, and the pretensions of 
the Bonaparte family are vested by will in the 
younger son Louis. But neither of the son's names 
will answer ; Victor counts 900 and Louis 710. 
Might we here suggest a search for the prophetic 
number among the American Bonapartes, through 
Jerome’s first wife, Miss Patterson of Baltimore, 
whom he had to repudiate at the command of his 
brother, the emperor, because she was not a princess? 

But it is needless to make this or any other sug- 
gestion to Mr. Baxter, now that his Antichrist: is 
dead without having fulfilled the prophecies in regard 
to the seven-headed and ten-horned monster, nor 
does there appear to be time enough for these fulfill- 
ments before the second coming of Christ, which 
Mr. Baxter has fixed about the year 1900, or a little 
porat; when all of us are to bə either in heaven or 

ell. ; i 

The beast of the Apocalypse has been the subject 
of a vast amount of useless study by religious dupes. 
Some hav believed that the number of the beast 
indicated the year 666 of the Christian era—which 
era, by the way, was not though of until the early 
part of the sixth century. Others, with more ra- 
tional notions, having ascertained that the Apoca- 
lypse was probably written about 4» 68 or 69, just 
after the death of Nero, hav professed to find the 
number of the beast in the name of Nero Cæsar, 
spelled with Hebrew letters. 

And now, for the edification of Adventists and 
other cranks, whether Christians or skeptics, the 
“Man of Sin” who writes this obituary of a bogus 
Antichrist will submit a solution of the problem 
which is entitled to grave consideration from its 
antiquity. 

The Rev. S. Baring-Gould has translated what he 
calls the Second Toldoth Jeshu, a Hebrew document 
brought to light in 1705 by Huldrich. It givs a 
full account of the life and death of Jesus, son of 
Mary, by Joseph Pandira. An uncle of Jesus, 
named Simon Ben Kalphus (answering to Simon 
Kepha in the first Toldoth Jeshu), having procured 
the incommunicable name (Shem Hamphoras), 
wrought signs and wonders just as Jesus had done. 
Having by this means become a leader of the sect, 
he sat on a tower aud wrote commandments. The 
narrativ then proceeds: 

And Simon composed forthe deception of the people of 
Ai lying books, and he called them Avonkelajon ” (Evan- 
gelu). . . He also wrote books in the name of the 
isciples of Jesus, and especially in that of Johannes (John), 
and said that Jeshu had given them these. 

: But with special purpose he composed the book of Johan- 
nes (the Apocalypse); for the men of Ai thought it con- 
tained mysteries, whereas it contained pure invention. For 
instance, he wrote in the book of Johannes that Johannes 
saw a beast with seven heads and seven (ten) horns and 
Seven Crowns, and the name of the beast was blasphemy and 
the number of the beast was 666. Now the seven heads 
mean the seven letters which compose the words Jeshu of 
Nazareth.” And in like manner the number 666 is that 
which is the sum of the letters composing his name. 


Mr. Baring-Gould has not given the seven Hebrew 
letters answering to “Jesus of Nazareth,” but the 
* Man of Sin” has ascertained them. Their English 
equivalent is Jeshu Natzr, and the names and numer- 
ical value of the Hebrew letters are, Yod, 10; Shin, 
800; Vau, 6; Nun, 50; Yod, 10; Taaddi, 90; Resh, 
200; total, 666. 

The authenticity or great antiquity of this docu- 
ment we will not pretend to vouch for; but it is 
perhaps about as truthful as any of the rest concern- 
ing Christ and Ohristianity, and it purports to hav 
been written by Rabbi Jochanun. son of Sacoai, in 
Jerusalem (Bee Rev. of Ant., pp. 394—413). 

It is said that Plon-Plon was a profligate; but we 
opine that his moral character was at least on a 
level with the average princes. He had a head 
full of brains, was a born orator, a brilliant writer, 
and, in the judgment of some competent critics, 
one of the greatest statesmen in Europe. He 
was doubtless a Voltairian Infidel,” as characterized 
by Mr. Baxter, and yet, like Voltaire, he died a-nom- 
inal Catholic. Church and throne,” says the Lon- 
don Zimes, “ disputed for possession of the body, 
which each desired £o convert into a trophy. : 
Each had recourse to lying in order to simulate suc- 
cess. The confessors, cardinales, nuns, and other re- 
ligious people hay shown a willingness to revive all 
the horrors of the Middle Ages. The only one who 
leaves the horrible deathbed scene with a higher 
reputation is the prince himself, who preserved 
intact his force of will to die as he had lived, with a 
horror of counterfeit in his soul and with contempt 
for hypocrits on his lips.” ANTICHRIST, 


— — — 
Legislation versus Supreme Law. 

In all the talk about the persecution of Harman, 
Heywood, and others, no one suggests that the 
United States courts hav no power under the Consti- 
tution of the United States to punish for any offenses 
except treason, piracy, felony on seas, counterfeiting 
coin, etc.; offenses against laws of nations and those 
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committed in territories of the United States. The 


debates on the Constitution show that the founders 
so intended, and the Constitution in express words 
daciares that powers not given ara reserved. 

Congress tried to punish sedition, end frauds on 
United States banks. Jefferson and Madison pro- 
tested, and declared that the Constitution givs Oon- 
gress power to punish tha above-named offenses and 
no other offenses whatsoever, and that therefore the 
acis to punish sedition and frauds on banks and all 
others save those named are null, void, and of no 
effect. Congress abandoned the attempt. Now, “i? 
any man knew the Constitution it was Madison," as 
Daniel Websier said. That instrument has never 
been changed in that point. Aud what is the exeuse 
kor thie violation? for this highest erime known to 
human law? for surely, under our modern constitu- 
tional governments, a deliberate violation cf thai 
supreme law is treason, murder, civil war combined, 
because these all follow in the wake of the arch 
crime. And every court, every judge, enforcing these 
violations is guilty of atrocious crime. I is as plain 
as twice two makes four. No one can even deny it. 
The excuse is, the state muss hav power to punish 
violators of its jaws! That is, the state or nation 
must hav power to do what it has neither power nor 
right to do by the very law of its own being ; to do 
what its creators deliberately declared, after long 
debate, if never should do. : 

The history of the whole thing shows that we hav 
not advanced one step as intelligent, liberty-ioving 
freemen, but are just as ready to creep and fawn be- 
fore usurped power as were the people of Rome two 
thousand years ago. Judges, jurors, and prosecutors 
ought to refuse to sib in cases of the kind. Horr. 

— — e — — 
Woman Suffrage. 
Fiat justitia ruat celum. 

Justice does not in itself embrace only a single 
idea; and acts in themselvs, apparently right and 
proper, may, when considered in their effects and 
results, taking into account the attending oircum- 
stances, be very improper and unjust. And, vice 
versa, acts which, under ordinary cironmstances, are 
very improper and unjust, may, under other eireum- 
stances, be in the highest degree proper and just. 
For instsnee. in the great fire in New York city (I 
believe in 1836), when so cold that the fire engins 
were useless, and the wind high, causing the fire to 
rapidly sweep everything before it, the people went 
some distance before the destroying element, and 
putting barrels of powder into buildings, blew them 
out of the way, and thus saved a great portion of the 
itv. - 

Now, we cheerfully acknowledge that many women 
are as well qualified—nay, better qualifisd—io prop- 
erly exercise and enjoy thé right of suffrage, than 
fhe majority of male voters. And further, they ara 
equally as true friends of a genuin republican gov- 
ernment, and should now, no doubt, be in the pos- 
session of the right of suffrage. We cannot deny 
that there are many male voters too ignorant or un- 
principled to properly exercise this right; but they 
hav been put in possession of it, and it can never 
ba taken from them, until aristocrats and plutocrats 
hav crushed out liberty and independence in the 
industrial classes; and this they will probably never 
fully accomplish. 

No intelligent Liberal, male or female, needa evi- 
dence to show the status of the church through past 
centuries toward Liberals and Liberalism. In wesk- 
ness it said: “If any man hear my words and believe 
not, I judge him not.“ In power it said: And 
those my enemies who would nob that I should rule 
over them, bring hither and slay them before me !” 
Untaxed church property, chaplains in legislatures, 
state and national, and in the army and navy, proc- 
lamations for fasts and thanksgivings, Bibles in 
schools, religious tyranny in courts, “Sabbath” laws, 
prosecutions of Liberal publishers, almost universal 
denunciation and ostracism of Liberals, male and fe- 
male, together with their desperate efforts to more 
effectually unite church and state, and put “God” 
and their religion into our constitutions, both state 
and naticnal—if all these things are not sufficient 
to satisfy people of the folly, danger, and maduess 
of putting more power into the hands of the clergy, 
then their condition is hopeless. 

Every iatelligent person, whether Liberal or bigot, 
very wel! knows that, st present, women ara the 
chief atiendants on, and supporters of, the church; 
and the great majority of them are under the thumb 
of the clergy. If it were not for the women—the 
great majority of which are “soldiers of the cross,” 
and muat attend the “ dress parade” on the orders 
of the brigadiers—the churches would be empty in 
less than six months. Giv them the right of suffrage 
now, and the church would soon fill every legislature 
with her willing tools, and the triumph of “ God in 
the Constitution” would be a reality heralded by the 
* hallelujaha" of the Women’s Ohristian Temperance 
Union. the Young Men's Christian Association, and 
the Young Women’s Obristian Assoeistion. And 
where, then, would be the inslienable rights of here- 
tics and Liberals, either male or female? I feel fully 


With a “erown” on her head? 


confident this would be the result of such a step at 
the present time; and such a result would bring on 
the bloodiest revolution America ever saw. Who 
would put the ballot in the hands of the “lady” 
plutoerat of New York who said “Shoot down the 
strikers! or the one who attended the opera there 
Shades of Paine, 
Franklin, snd Jefferson! I would sooner giv the 
ballot to a roys! Bengal tiger or a hyens. 
Denver, Iowa. M. FaRRINGTON. 


Wanted, a Fact. 


Ah, parsons are solemn, and grave, and wise, 
But still, when I sit in some cushioned pew, 
My lashes will droop o’er my half-shut eyes, 
And I can’t help wishing the service through ; 
` For they dish up miracles not a few— 
With dogmas galore is the discourse packed— 
But I long for talk that’s a trifle new, 
And Pd giv all creeds for a solid fact. 


They ask me to swallow such ancient lies, 
With fictions and stories each phrase imbue, 

And dwell on the gourd of stupendous size 
That up over Jonah so quickly grew; 

And by pictures the old-time prophets drew 
My spirit is tortured, my brain is racked, 

And I’m tired of their texts and tenets too; 
And T'd giv all creeds for a single fact. 


And so, when I listen, I can but rue 
That rarely the preachers will seek to rise 
Up into the hights of the brave and true, 
Away from the darkness their faith implies; 
But seldom they offer to serve in lieu 
One taste of the stuff I hav always lacked; 
And while they hold faith I’m exceeding blue, 
And I'd giv all creeds for a single fact. 


ENVOI. 


. And silent they are when I humbly sue 
For legends with proof and the vouchers backed; 
But still they must know it’s my simple due, 
And Pd giv all creeds for a single fact. 
—Nellie Booth Simmons in Chicago Times. 
— t ———————— 


Animals Not in the Ark. 
From the Washington Star, 


Reptils as they sre found in the world at the 
present day, are but degenerate survivors of their 
kind ss they existed in epochs long ago, said Pro- 
fessor Cope. The first reptils of the world made 
their appearances ab the close of the paleozoie period, 
when the coa! was in process of formation. They 
were all land animals. Among them there were no 
flying creatures, no marine swimmers, no gigantic 
types, aud no especially herbivorous kinds. 

At the close of the coal-forming period there oc- 
curred a great emergence of land from the water, 
and reptilian life 

rapidly spread 
and grew. The 
reptils which 
had previously 
existed were all of 
one kind. Their 
remains are 
found in this 
ecuntry wherever 
the deposits in 
lagoons, Iskes, 
and estuaries hav bean calculated for their preser- 
vation. From this point of time, however, began 
what may be appropriately called the epoch of rep- 
tils The paleozoie period was brought to a close 
by a great upheaval, due to contraction of the 
earth’s crust, by which the Alleghanies and the Ural 
systems were uplifted. Then began what is called 
the “mesozoie epoch,” during which the reptils 
may be said to hav run creation. That is to say, 
they were the highest order of beings at that time 
alive. What man is now the reptil was then—that 
is, lord of all existing things. Reptils walked upon 
land, navigated the water, flew through the air, and, 
in short, pursued every avenue of existence that is 
zoologiealiy conceivable. 

Early in the mesozoic epoch there appeared marine 
reptils which, though derived from land species, be- 
came more and more aquatic through the necessity of 
living in water, de- N 
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OAMARASAURUS, SEVENTY FEET LONG. 


veloped on that ac- 


count swimming 22 
organs, eto. Land “a 


reptils also began 
to develop in huge 
proportions. Why 
they grew so big  « 
no one knows, but 
it may hav been AGATHAUMOS, FORTY FEET LONG. 
because they had no rivals in the struggle for exist- 
enge; they had all they wanted to eat and naturally 
increased in bulk. At all events, no creatures are 
known to hav ever existed in this world comparable 
in size to these reptils of ages ago. i 
What the mammals are in the scale of creation to- 
day the reptils were in the mesozoic epoch. 
swam the seas, climbed trees, and were most p le- 
nomenal jumpers. Some of them even flew. While 
some were herbivorous, living upon plants, others 


| 


their vegetable-eating cousins.. The vegetarian rep- 
tils were enormous beasts, often as much as seventy 
fest in length. They sfforded food for the carnivo- 
rous reptils, which were smaller than the herbivorous 
kind, just as lions and tigers nowadays are smaller 
than oxen. Though bigger, the vegetarian creatures 
usually had no armor nor wespons to defend them- 
aelvs with. Their most powerful defense was a kick, 
which, delivered with a hind leg fifteen feet in length, 
was assuredly not by any means to be despised. 
The herbivorous reptils of that epoch were mainly of 
three descriptions: 

First was the biggest of all animals known to the 
world from the beginning thereof to the present day. 
Its name was the camarasaurus. It went on ail 
fours, and the vertebra composing its backbone were 
hollow—mere shells in fact—filled with warm air 
from the lungs, just as is the ease with the bones of 
some birds to day. Undoubtedly it lived in the sea, 
walking along in water desp enough to cover its 
back. It fed upon the vegetation along shore, and 
its neck was long and crane-like. 

Other herbivorous reptils of the same period had 
enormously long hind legs, on which they were able 
to wade far out into deep water after seaweeds and 
other food. These creatures were particularly extra- 

s PIE ordinary in point of 
their dental equip- 
ment, inasmuch as 
each of them had 
about two thousand 
grinders to chew 
with, arranged in 
magazines of five 


Another species of 
herbivorous reptils 
lived upon land, but 

they were 80 power- 
1:9 fully armed that they 
were able to oppose 

CARNIVOROUS LAELAPS FORTY & formidable defense 
FEET LONG. against attack. 
Some of them had huge horns on their heads like 
bulls, while others bore similar weapons above their 
noses, like the rhinoceri of today. So well able 
were they to defend themselves that they lived and 
multipiied in the same regions with the most fero- 
cious of the carnivorous monsters. 

Thus you will understand that there were three 
kinds of herbivorous giants in the mesozoic epoch. 
There was the camarasaurus, which fed nock-deep 
along the seashore, its hollow backbone serving as a 


float and its solid legs aad tail for anchors; next was 


the kangaroo-like hadros&urus, which waded out 
upon its long hind legs into deep water in search of 
food, and finally there was the dangerous agathau- 
mos, with enormous horns. 

The carnivorous reptils of that wonderful age were 
more uniform in their structure. They were mostly 
built in the kangeroo style and of lighter frame. 
Early in their history there were some of them with 
hollow bones which were probably the greatest jump- 
erg ever known among vertebrates. Certain varieties 
of these developed flying powers, with a spread of 
wing, if such it may be termed, of twenty feet from 
tip to tip. Some of these latter had teeth, while 
others were provided merely with beaks like those 
of birds, diving in the water for the fish on which 
they lived. Thus, you observe, there were land sau- 
rians, water sauritns, and air saurians. 

The so-called mesozoie epoch was brought to a 
close by the estaclysm, due to contraction and conse- 
quent crumbling of the earth’s crust, which upheaved 
the Rocky mountains and the Andes on this hemis- 
phere, and the Alps, Pyrenees, Balkans, and Hima 
layas on the other side of the world. Incidentally 
to this tremendous alteration in the face of the earth 
all these giant reptils were wiped out of existence. 
This event opened what is called to-day the tertiary: 
epoch. It is in the tertiary epoch that we liv aow. 
At the beginning of this epoch the only reptils which 
survived were the snakes, lizards, turtles, and croco- 
diles, all of them resembling closely those of their 
kind which exist to-day. 

Of the turties it may be said that they represent 
the most ancient type of all vertebrates, resembling 
closely as they do the reptils of their kind which 
existed so far back as the mesozoic era. There were 
sea tortoises during that epoch which measured 
twenty feet in spread of flippers, while some tertiary 
tortoises were not less big in body, measuring twelve 
feet from head fo tail. . 

Reptils hav not changed much since the opening 
of the tertiary epoch. Perhaps the most merked 
feature of their development is found in the poison 
glands of snakes, which are simply salivary glands 
modified. However, such reptils as we find to-day 
on the earth, where once they reigned as the most 
highly developed beings, are but degenerate types of 


pid those which lived long ago. 


— . — 
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Turre are about five hundred subscribers on our 
list in arrears on their subscriptions. We hope it 
will only be necessary to say to them that we need 
the money to induce them to pay up. 

And we trust, foo, they will remember that a re- 
newal and a »ew subscription costs but five dollars, 
and that they will take advantage of the terms and 
the occasion to help us a little. We need more sub- 
scribers to the paper. We giv more than any other 
Freethought journal for the money, and consequently 
it costs more to publish the paper. The pictures 
alone cost some fifteen hundred dollars annually ; yet 
they are a feature that all would dislike to hav dis- 
continued. They are forcible weapons against su- 
perstition, and do their work well. But our friends 
should not forget that they cost a good deal. 

Send us your arrearages and renewal, and a new 


‘subscriber! 
— — 6.U — 


Tux constant discussion in the press of this coun- 
try and Oanada of the benefits and dangers of reci- 
 proeity in trade with, or annexation to the United 
States of, our northern neighbor, as well as the mak- 
ing of the question an issue in the last Canadian 
elections, has led to the preparation for Taz Truru 
Szrxer of an exhaustiv article upon Canada so far 
as its annexation would affect the progress of this 
country toward complete liberty in religious matters 
and the total separation of church and state, now 
unhappily a matter of theory and not of fact. The 
title — Canada — the Coming Issue ” — suggests 
its scope. It carefully considers Canada's history 
and government; the Protestant and Catholic prov- 
inces, so Widely divergent in all interests but those 
of orthodoxy; their un-American doctrins; the out- 
look for annexation, and “The Next War From the 
North.” Oatholicism is shown in all its hideousness, 
and its dangers to our country 

The article will appear in the next issue of TRR 
TRUTH SEEKER. 


— —— — 
Two Admirable Pamphlets. 
J. D. Shaw in Independent Pulpit. 

The TRUTA BgEKER ANNUAL for 1891 is a very handsome 
pamphlet of 114 pages, containing, besides a complete cal- 
endar, several very interesting articles on important subjects. 
Among these is one entitled ** Bide Lights on South Sea Mis. 
sions,” by Ada Campbell. This one article is worth the 
price of the pamphlet, which is only 25 cents. 


Liberty in Literature, 
From Dr. Foote’s Health Monthly. 

Here we hav in neat book form an address delivered be- 
fore a large audience in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890. It is 
accompanied with an excellent portrait of Whitman, and on 
the title-page we read the motto, Let us put wreaths on the 
brows of the living.” This worthy task was well done by 
the colonel, and itis worth remarking that the profits of the 
lecture were given to its subject. the venerable poet, to add 
to his comforts in his helpless declining years; but besides 
this double benefit to Whitman, Colonel Ingersoll has laid 
us all under obligation to him for this grand tribute to liberty 
in literature. He says Whitman is in the highest sense a 
believer in Democracy, that there is but one excuse for gov- 


department. For myself I never discuss the policy or wis- 
dom of breaking the law, and the officials of the post-office 
department do not. 

` * Some hav said that the exclusion of a book only draws 
attention to it and makes the damage caused by its sale the 
greater. That, as I conceive, is no affair of asworn public 
official. Moreover, the ‘advertising which it is held the 
department gave the objectionable publication was entirely 
due to the thrifty bluster of the publisher who, however 
much he complained of the injustice of the decision of the 
department, never appealed to the postmaster-general to hav 
it reversed. The question is not pertinent, either, why the 
department does not exclude certain other publications from 
the mails which are admitted to beindecent. It treats these 
cases Only as they are brought to its attention; and one 
complaint is considered as carefully as another. To try to 
pursue any other policy—to try to find publications which 
on one pretext or another might be excluded—would be to 
try to establish a real censorship of the mails, which is en- 
tirely foreign to what I conceive to be the duty of ‘the 
postmaster-general.” 


In a marginal title to the subject you are discussing, you 
say also that the postmaster. general is obliged to act when 
applied to,” and in the case of the book alluded to that to 
exclude ‘‘any matter offensiv to modesty, or tending to sub- 
vert respect for decency and morality,” is ** the simple duty 
of the department.” l 

I now respectfully apply to you for a decision on a book 
published in this city and other places, and which can be 
found in nearly every bookstore in the country, and is sent 
through the mails daily. The title of the book is as fol- 
lows: 


ernment—the preservation of liberty, to the end that man 
may be happy, and this declaration of independence the 
colonel indorses, justifies, and fortifles by a grand presenta- 
tion of the useful and beautiful in Walt Whitman's poems. 
Further he praises Whitman because he announced the 
gospelofthe body, denied the depravity of natural man, 
taught the dignity and glory of the father and the mother. 
Every lover of poetry and of liberty should possess this rare 
book of grand ideas. Price, 25 cents in paper; 50 cents in 
cloth. 


——— . — 
The Postmaster-General's Delinquencies, 


The following is from the Independent of last 
week: 

„Some of the Western Catholic papers are still keeping 
up their attack upon Postmaster-General Wanamaker because 
‘a registered letter, written by Cardinal Simeoni, and sent 
from Rome to a Catholic Polish gentleman in Detroit, was 
delivered to another person in that city, who had a peculiar 
interest in learning its contents,’ and who substituted a dif- 
ferent inclosure before it reached the person to whom it was 
addressed. We said that there was no question that if the 
gulit were proved the offender would be punished. But one 
would hardly imagin from reading the report that the letter- 
carrier delivered the letter at the house of the man to whom 
it was addressed and took a receipt therefor from the man’s 
wife. It was after it had been delivered to the man’s wife 
that it passed over into the hands of the person who made 
the substitution before it came back to her husband. The 
carrier was dismissed for delivering it to the woman instead 
of to her husband. This very much relieves the weight of 
the charge.” 


Just how far Mr. Wanamaker is responsible for 
this particular delinquency of course we cannot say. 


THE 
HOLY BIBLE, 
OONTAINING THE 
OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS: 
` TRANSLATED OUT OF 
THE ORIGINAL TONGUES; 


: AND 

There is, however, another delinquency relating to | tae Former TRANSLATIONS pamm COMPARED AND 
business of the postal department about which we REVISED. 
are better informed, and to which we desire to again NEW YORK: 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
INSTITUTED IN THE YEAR MDOCOXVI, 
1890. 


The volume sppears to be made up of little books bound 
together. To facilitate your examination of the work, I 
would respectfully refer you to chapters iv, xvi, xvii, xviii, 
xix, xx, XXI, xxix, xxxiv, xxxviii, xxxix, and others of the 
book called Genesis; chapters iv, xiii, xxii, xxxiii, xxxiv, 
and others of the book called Exodus; chapters xv, xviii, 
xx, xxi, and others of the book called Leviticus; chapters 
v, xxxi, and others of the book called Numbers; chapters 
xxi, xxii, xxiii, and others of the book called Deuteronomy ; 
chapters ii, vi, and others of the book called Joshua; chap- 
ters xvi, xix, xx, xxi, of the book called Judges; chapter 
ii and others of the book called Ruth; chapters i, fi, xix, 
and others of the book called 1 Samuel; chapters iii, vi, xvi, 
and others of the book called 2 Samuel; chapters 1, xi, xvi, 
and others of the book called 1 Kings; chapter ix of the 
book called 2 Kings; chapters xxxi, xl, and others of the 
book called Job; chapters v, xxiii, and others of the col- 
lection called Proverbs; chapters 1, ii, v, vii, viii, and others 
of the book called Solomon’s Song; chapters lvii and others 
of the book called Isaiah; chapters i, ii, jii, xlix, and others 
of the book called Jeremiah; chapters iv, xvi, xxiii, and 
others of the book called Ezekiel; chapters i, ii, iii, iv, and 
others of the book called Hosea; chapter i of the book - 
called Micah; chapter i of the book called St. Matthew; 
chapter vii of the book called St. Mark; chapters i and ii 
of the book called St. Luke; chapter viii of the book. called 
St. John; chapters i and iv of the book called an epistle to 
the Romans; chapters v, vi, vii, and others of the book 
called an epistle to the Corinthians; chapter xvii of the book 
called Revelation, and such other passages as Mr. Tyner 
may find, if indeed he find these, to be obnoxious to the 
statutes cited by you in justification of the exclusion from 
the mails of the book alluded to. 

Iam not ignorant of the fact that there is a great differ- 
ence of opinion as to what constitutes a book which would 
come under the law of March 3, 1878 (R. S. $ 3893), but 
since Congress has added the clause italicized by you in the 
act of July 12, 1876 (19 Stat., page 90), and you hav given 
your definition of such works as “any matter offensiv to 
modesty, or tending to subvert respect for decency and 
morality,” the classification of literature has become easier ; 
and I submit to you whether the book under consideration 
does not come within your definition of publications which 
are of an indecent character. If it should be so, the public 
has your word for it that the ** postmaster-general is obliged 
to act when applied to,” and that the exclusion of such 
works is but the simple duty of the department.” The 
facts that the book has had a large sale, is read by the best 
of people, and is to be found in the home of nearly every 
citizen of the United States, will of course hav no influence 
with you, for we know that you never discuss the policy 
or wisdom of breaking the law, and that the officials of the 
post-office department do not." And also, that calling atten- 
tion to the work in this public way, by which its circulation 
may be greatly increased, will not deter you from doing your 
duty we also know from your own words, as such is no. 
affair of a sworn public official, Whatever advertising your 
department may giv the book will be due of course to the 
thrifty bluster of the publishers, and not to you or me who 
are but doing our duty as citizens—I in calling your atten- 
tion to the work (as your department can treat cases only 
as brought to your attention”), and you as a sworn public 
official who never discusses the policy or wisdom of break- 
ing the law. Yours very respectfully, 

Eorrok or Tur TRUTH SEEKER. 


It seems to us, in view of the words of the post» 


call the attention of the postmaster-general. In our 
possession there is a document as follows: 


“UNITED STATES EXPRESS COMPANY. 
** Received from Tar TRUTH SEEKER Company, 
** Feb. 11, 1891, One Pc’k marked to the Postmaster-General, 
** Washington, D. C. 
** 10c. pd. (Signed) Stevens.” 


It was just two months ago that this particular 
document came into our possession. The United 
States Express Company has lately carried for us 
several hundred packages, and every one has been 
promptly delivered to the person for whom it was 
designed. The company claims to hav also delivered 
this, but so far no acknowledgment of it has been 
received from Washington. 

The package contained a well-bound book, pur- 
chased from a large publishing house of this city, 
and also a letter to the postmaster-general. The 
name of the book and the purport of the letter may 
be learned from the following extracts from the letter : 


To JOHN WANAMAKER, PosTMASTER-GENERAL OF THE UNITED 
STATES : i 
Dear Sir: In your report for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1890, which you hav kindly forwarded to me, I find in 
explanation of your act excluding from the mails “ a transla- 
tion of & questionable book,” these paragraphs : 


An act of Congress passed March 8, 1873 (R. S., section 
3893), provided, ‘ That no obscene, lewd, or lascivious book, 
pamphlet, picture, paper, print, shall be carried in 
the mail;’ and further, that any person who should know- 
ingly mail or cause to be mailed, or who should knowingly 
receive or cause to be received. from the mails articles be. 
fore declared to be non-mailable should be deemed to be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and liable to a fine of not less than 
$100 nor more than $5,000, or to imprisonment at hard labor 
for not less than one year or more than ten years. It was 
soon found that it was not enough merely to provide for the 
exclusion of ‘obscene, lewd, and lascivious’ publications, 
but that publications that were simply ‘indecent’ had also 
better be excluded; and accordingly Congress, by the act 
of July 12, 1876 (19 Stat., p. 90), extended the prohibitions 
by adding thereto the words, ‘ or other publications of an in- 
decent character,’ and by forbidding not only the carriage of 
such matter in the mails, but ‘the delivery of it from any 
post-office or by any letter-carrier ;’ so that the statute was 
amended to read as follows: 


„Every obscene, lewd, or lascivious book, pamphlet, picture, 
paper, writing, print, or other publication of an inaecent character 
: . . is hereby declared to be non-mailable matter, and shall not 
be conveyed in the mails, nor delivered from any post-office, nor 
by any letter-carrior.’ 

The statute was thus broadened by prohibiting the trans- 
mission of any matter offensiv to modesty, or tending to 
subvert respect for decency and morality, first by constitut- 
ing the postmaster-general the judge of the character of 
such matter to forbid its carriage in the mails (which could 
only be prevented by executiv order), and second by leaving 
to judicial action the duty of imposing penalties. 

It does not matter whether or not a given publication 
presented for mailing appears, by complaint or otherwise, to 
a postmaster to be ‘obscene, lewd, or lascivious,’ if it does 
appear to be ‘indecent.’ He is obliged, in order not to be- 
come a law-breaker, to refer the questionable point to the 
proper department official. It does not matter, when the 
referee considers the question, whether the given publication 
is merely ‘ obscene, lewd, or lascivious.’ If it is simply in- 
decent, he must exclude it or break the law. A translation 
of a questionable book was, as a matter of fact, presented 
some months since at the post-office in a Western city for 
transmission in the mails. It was held and referred to this 
department. The assistnat attorney. general, finding it in- 
decent under any definition of the word, issued an order èx- 


cluding it. To exclude the book was the simple duty of the 
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masber-general in his report, that the neglect to re- fistic victory of an African over one of their own 


ply to this letter is as culpable a delinquency as the 
one cited by the Oatholies in their reflections upon 
Mr. Wanamaker ; aud that if some employee of the 
post-office department has thrown the package to one 
side, he should be ss promptly discharged as the 
carrier who delivered to a man's wife a letter in- 
' tended only for the husband. 

We hav repeatedly written to the postmaster- 
general in relation to this matter; hav also sent 
copies of the letters to Judge Tyner, the subordi- 
nate who sits in judgment upon books submitted for 
official decision as to the modesty or indecency of 
their contents, and Mr. Benjamin Harrison’s atten- 
tion has likewise been called to the case. But if 
some clerks in Mr. Wanamaker's department and in 
the White House hav concealed our letters, we re- 
spectfully submit that such clerks should be dis- 
charged and more conscientious people employed 
in their places. 

We desire & decision; but if we cannot obtain 
that, we desire to know why? Other publishers 
had not been treated thus cavalierly, and why should 
the editor of Taus Trura Szexer be made an excep- 
tion in the exercise of official courtesy and duty! 

—— .. — — 


Our Rulers’ Recreations. 


There are certain members of the senate and as- 
sembly of this state who can always be depended 
upon by the church, especially the Roman Oatholie 
church, to vote for exemptions of church property, 
for priests and ministers in our public institutions, 
and for money to be paid directly to church institu- 
tions. 

The other night there was a prize-fight between 

. a nigger and a paddy at Troy, N. T., a few miles 
from Albany, and about every one of these fellows 
was there. There were Assemblymen Byrne, Mulla- 
ney, and Sullivan of this city; and “Senator Mike 
Collins of Troy held a seat so near the ring that he 
could see the punchmarks on the men." Not only 
were the city representativs there, but, say the re- 
ports in the daily papers, “many an assemblyman 
from Wayback, who had paid his $10 quietly and 
like a man with a guilty conscience, has seen enough 
to open his eyes wider than they were ever before. 
There were plenty of them at the ring side last 
night. Assemblymen and prize fighters sat shoulder 
to shoulder.” Besides these there was a judge from 
this city whose business it is to punish lawbreakers 
of the class which includes pugilists, and who is 
noted for his partiality to Catholie institutions in 
committing vagrant children. The ornamental among 
our officials were also mixed up with the useless. 
* Among the early birds was Assistant Adjt.-General 
McEwan. His long title did not seem to make him 
a bit gloomy. On the contrary, he was the happiest 
man there. At the opening of the fight he pulled 
out a quart bottle of champagne and, uncorking it, 
drank to the success of Dixon. After that, every 
time Dixon landed on McOarthy the jovial ring-sider 
would take a drink from the bottle.” Neither were 
great politicians not in office wanting at the festivi- 
ties. “In the first row and near McEwan sat Gen. 
Erastus Corning. His big mustache had a eport- 
ing curl to it. He was a Dixon mau from the ground 
up as high as he could wave his cane. His cane 
came in very handy on several occasions, for when 
McEwan would drink success to Dixon’s blows the 
general would wave his cane and shout. Behind 
these two enthusiastic patrons of fistiana sat sand- 
wiched in together men from every walk and class 
of life.” 

These fellows all enjoyed themselvs, even the as- 
gemblyinen from Wayback. “Those who were in 
the same class with Dry Dollar Sullivan (assembly- 
man] came out so they could be seen, and yelled like 
hoodlums at the upper cuts and swings; but those 
who were new to the company of men with broken 
noses and mutilated ears kept in the background and 
rather shrunk from observation.” 

The Christian church has a fine lot of men to sup- 
port her in her peculations from the people, and 
these self-same people ought to feel very proud of 
their representativs, particularly those from Wayback, 
New York city is run by the Romanists, and naturally 
her representative would be found among the crim- 
inal classes. 

But it must hav been an anomalous sight at the 
ring side to see a lot of Irisbmep cheering a the 


race. There are some young men in New York who 
can remember when they chased the nigger through 
the streets and hanged him to a lamp-post when 
caught. 

— ip iM 


Bloodthirsty Christians. 


The events in this country of the past few weeks 
in connection with our Italian fellow human beings 
has shown how signally Christianity fails to civilize. 

In the first place, the Mafia Society of New Or- 
leans is composed of good Roman Catholic Ohris- 
tiang, the sort that in Sicily band together for sys- 
tematic robbery, and keep a private priest fo ab- 
solve them and to care for the share of the plunder 
which goes to the church. 

Secondly, the jury which acquitted the arrested 
members of the society were good Ohristian citizens. 

Thirdly, the mob which murdered them was led 
by men made up of other good Christian citizens. 

Fourthly, the government which refuses to punish 
the mob are all orthodox Ohristians. 

The Italian government is the only party to this 
murderous business which shows up. respectably, 
asking for the enforcement of. law and order, and 
unless things hav greatly changed since Orispi’s 
administration, that government is composed of 
heretics. 

Fifthly, when the Italian government withdrew 
its minister to emphasize its demand for order, the 
Ohristian people of this great country at once begun 
to talk fight, count ironclads and cannon-balls on 


hand, and otherwise conduct themselvs like a 


small boy making faces at a neighbors boy over the 
back-yard fence. They wanted to fight, and hoped 
they could. They wanted to kill somebody, because 
he happened to be born on the other side of the 
Atlantic ocean with a brunet complexion. They 
wanted to see blood flow a million times faster than 
it did in the parish prison yard at New Orleans. 

Jesus Obrist said he came not to bring peace but 
a sword. His disciples hav changed the sword 
into hundred ton guns, explosiv shells, dynamite 
bombs, rapid-fire guns, and torpedoes, but the same 
old spirit of war clings to them. And the more 
conservativly orthodox they are, the fiercer is their 
desire to fight and destroy other Obristians. They 
are greatly disappointed that the Italian government 
will afford them no opportunity. 

— ti cnr 


Make It a Political Issue. 


Mr. C. Beal, president of the Oregon State Beo- 
ular Union, bas addressed the following letter to the 
Liberals of his state: 


61 desire to address myself to the Liberals and other re- 
formers of the state of Oregon. One churchman holds the 
legal title to about five million dollars’ worth of lands in this 
state. This passes to his successor in office, thus fastening 
on our commonwealth a heartless perpetuity. Every forty 
years the property of this nation passes through the hands of 
the tax-collector. Five million dollars’ worth of unbur- 
dened real estate, with its accretions, will be able in time to 
swallow up every other acre in the state. A large majority 
of the people favor the taxation of church property. A 
majority of the present legislature personally desire it. But 
with a cartload of petitions and all our influence it cannot 
be obtained. 

“We must beat somebody and elect somebody with the 
ten thousand votes we hold. This does not mean a new 
party. The experiment has been tried before. We took 
Governor Hoadley of Ohio out of a party that was in the 
minority and elected him by a large majority when supersti- 
tion undertook to crush him out. The same persons who 
led that campaign hav proposed to come and lead us here. 
Let us accept their services. Let us make up the next legis. 
lature so that we will hav dominion over it sufficiently to pro- 
cure a few righteous laws for the benefit of the people. Let 
us beat a gold-bug for United States Senator and elect a síl. 
ver man. Let us defeat a Blair fanatic and elect à man who 
favors Secular government and undisturbed religion, who 
will work and vote for civil and religious liberty for the 
people. 

To this end I invite you to attend the Oregon state Sec- 
ular convention to meet in Portland the middle of October 
and inaugurate the campaign. In the mean time I will 
appoint a committee of fifteen to prepare and submit an 
address to the convention, and when passed upon to be cir- 
culated among the people as the first ‘Crisis Paper’ in the 
coming struggle for the rights and liberties of the people. 
These are the times that try men's souls." 


This is a good and practica! beginning, and if the 
Liberals of Oregon can control ten thousand votes 
they oan, by standing aloof from both political par- 
ties and voting only for men pledged to carry out 
their objects, taz the churches apd make Oregon's 


government strictly secular. The total vote of the 
state is about seventy-two thousand, and the usual 
Republican msjority is about eight thousand. Ten 
thousand votes would control the situation, as the 
majority of Liberala in the West hav heretofore 
acted with the Republican party. 


—— . —UüE2ñE 


Editorial Notes. 


WANTED to know: It the Prohibitionists were correctly 
represented by one of the editorial writers of the Voice when 
he told his German tonsorial friend that the Prohibitionists 
did not want to stop the drinking of liquor, only its sale over 
saloon bars? How will they get liquor to drink if no one 
can sell it? Will each be his own distiller? or shall the gov- 
ernment make it? or shall it be distilled as at present and 
hid away in dives, hollow trees, barber shops, drug stores, 
and other hypocritical pleces ? 


Tue Ohio and Massachusetts legislatures are endeavoring 
to suppress the materialistic side of Spiritualism, and for 
that purpose the proposed California bill has been introduced 
in both bodies, as follows: That any so-called clairvoyant, 
medium, or other fortune-teller, who shall practice his or her 
profession in this state, and receive money or other consider- 
ation therefor, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and upon conviction thereof shall for each offense be fined: 
not more than $20 nor less than $5, or be imprisoned not 
more than ten days, or both, as the court may direct.” In 
Illinois a bill is before the legislature making ita misde- 
"meanor to impersonate the spirit of any deceased person at 
any Spiritualist séance or exhibition. These are stupid 
persecuting measures, and are evidently inspired by the 
clergy, who dislike religious rivals. 


TER Wesleyans of London are excited over a paper read by 
Professor Davison at a meeting of the London Wesleyan 
ministers, in which he admitted the composit character of 
the Pentateuch and the double authorship of Isaiah, and held 
that the traditional view of inspiration was no longer 
tenable. He also held that Christiane must not take up the 
position that their faith in Christ depended upon their faith 
in the scriptures, but that their faith in the scriptures de. 
‘pended upon their faith in Christ. In the course of the de- 
bate following the paper Dr. Rigg said that he had never ac- 
cepted the doctrin of verbal inspiration, and the Rev. J. 8. 
Simon was relieved to find that Methodist standards did not 
affirm definit views of inspiration. These declarations hav 
caused dismay in orthodox circles, as they well may. If 
this sort of thing keeps up there will soon be no simon-pure 
Christians left but the Roman and Greek Catholics. 


ONE of the most dishonest methods of the church is her 
method of writing for children. In an Easter supplement 
for the young of a religious journal are some brief stories of 
* Reformers and Philanthropists.” Among the men thus 
glorified are Abraham Lincoln and Horace Greeley. Of the 
first it is related: No man could be found more familiar 
with the Bible than he. This is apparent both in his conver. 
sation and his writing. There is hardly a speech or state 
paper of his in which allusions and illustrations taken from 
the Bible do not appear.” This bare statement is in itself 
strictly true. Lincoln was very familiar with the book, as 
are most Infidels. But the impression left upon the mind 
of the child reading it is that Lincoln was a believer in the 
book; that he regarded it as greater and worthier than all 
other books; that he was a Christian. This impression is 
false—a downright lie—and the church people are flagrantly 
dishonest in permitting such writing. Of Horace Greeley 
the same dishonest impression is left. The story states; 
„he first book which he read consecutivly through was 
the Bible, under the guidance of his mother, when he was 
about five years old.” Very likely a pious mother did guide 
him through the Bible—and a child of five years needs skil- 
ful guidance through that book—but Horace Greeley was 
not in mature life a Christian. He was the first president of 
the Manhattan Liberal Club, then as now an organization of 
heretics, and he never subscribed to any Christian creed, 


Tr will be remembered that when E. B. Foote, Jr., one of the 
vice-presidents of the American Secular Union, was before 
the legislativ committee at Albany to oppose the “ Freedom 
of Worship” bill, he found Eldridge T. Gerry, a profes- 
sional Protestant philanthropist, favoring the measure, which 
caused Dr. Foote much surprise, as heretofore the same 
gentleman had been opposed to the proposed law, which 
should allow the Roman Catholics to set up an altar in the 
Randall’s Island House of Refuge. We pointed out the 
probable reason of this change of heart on the part of Mr. 
Gerry, and since then it has developed that we were about 
right. A new bill has been introduced, forbidding the com- 
mitment of children under twelve years to the House of 
Refuge. This would compel the police magistrates of this 
city to hand all children under that age over to the secta- 
rian institutions, chief of which are the Protes'ant New York 
Juvenile Asylum and the Roman Catholic Protectory. A 
fair division of these human apoils is what Mr. Gerry, of the 
Juvenile Asylum, desires; and to get it he is willing to let 
the Catholics into the House of Refuge. It is the evident 
intention of both sects to supersede the state institution by 
their own sectarian houses, and thus compel the state to pay 
for making good Christians of the ‘‘ flotsam and jetsam on 
the wild rude sea of life.” We said last week, before the 
introduction of this new bill had been made public, that Mr. 
Gerry was log-rolling, and those Subsequent, proceedings 


prove that we were right, 
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Zetters from Sriends. 


PrrxRbORO, N. H., March 30, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: I would as soon think of living without food 
as to be without your paper and also the Ironclad Age. 
What we Freethinkers want is peace and harmony amongst 
ourselvs and not so much twitting and flinging, for it does 


not look well nor sound well. I giv away all of my papers. 


after I read them, and I do not want people to think, which 
they will, that we are fighting amongst ourselvs. Please 
giv my best regards to all of our Freethinking women and 
tell them all through your paper to keep right on writing 
and talking. H. B. RALEIGH. 


CoQurLLeE Orry, ORE., March 26, 1891. 
Mr. EprrOR: I write to Tuz Trura BzEKER concerning 
the death of my brother, T. V. Nichols, a stanch Liberal who 
fought the good fight and has crossed over the river. He 
has been a subscriber to Tax TRUTA BEEKER for fifteen years, 
taking it almost from the start; an ardent admirer of D. 
M. Bennett for the past eight years. He was a Spiritualist, 
having become such by investigation; an Infidel of the 
Thomas Paine school. Although a Spiritualist, Tax TRUTH 
SEEKER was a favorit paper of his. In politics he was with 
the workingmen. A minister called on him a few hours 
asking him to embrace Christianity. My brother asked him 
‘if he had anything better than humanity; if so, in what did 
it consist. The D.D. left to pray for him. He died as he 
had lived, leaving many friends who will some day meet him. 
For the last five years he has lived in Bandon, Coos county, 
Ore. He served during the war in the 46th Regiment 
Pennsylvanis Volunteers. The people of Bandon lose a good 

man. Henry H. Nionors. 


Fort Wayne, IND., March 20, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrog: Within please find $8 25 to apply on my 
subscription and for the ANNUAL for 1891. We are having 
a Freethought revival here at the present. J. E. Remsburg 
gave us a lecture on the 9th of last month. His subject was, 
* False Claims." The small audience was well pleased, and 
I think by the time he or some other Liberal lecturer comes 
here we will be in shape to giv them a larger audience. 
: We hav started a Secular Union here, with some thirty- 
three names; got our charter, elected officers, and rented a 
hal. Now all we need is the hearty assistance of the Lib- 
erals here and elsewhere to make our Union a grand success. 
We hav plenty of material here to work on. Ignorance and 
superstition hav been sown broadcast in our city by the 
Christian churches for years, and therefore we hav rather a 
hard job before us. But with proper management and hard 
work I feel confident of success. Our Union will be the 
Fort Wayne Secular Union, with J. 8. Frost, president; J. 
C. Garman, secretary, and M. W. Mench, treasurer. Hop- 
ing a8 soon as we get something in our treasury to send 
you an order for some pamphleta, I remain, 

Yours for the good of humanity, 


J. S. Frost. 


Iruaoa, N. Y., March 25, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: Having just subscribed for your valuable 
paper, I thought I would giv you a few of my imaginations. 
For the whole human family liv on imagination, for no 
human being ever saw, smelled, tasted, heard, or felt a Lord. 
And if there is one I love him better than any Christian in 
the world, for my Lord never created an Adam to be the 
father of all the human family, black, white, and all colors, 
and devils, and Eves, and pronounced them all very good. 
My Lord knows what he is about, for when he makes any- 
thing he is never sorry, for my Lord never had to hav a son 
born, the best boy in the world, and see him nailed to a 
cross with his hands and feet pierced with nails while he 
could at one swoop of his hand hav wiped the whole world 
out of existence. O3, what a cruel God the Christian God 
is, to make that good son suffer for his own misdeeds, and 
place that good man Adam in his garden and let his Satan 
come down and tempt poor Miss Eve, for she did not know 
the serpent was a-lying. And he had to turn the poor things 
out. That wasa farce for the devil, and Adam and Mrs. 
Adam beat the Lord out of his good intentions. Now the 
churches hav to fight the devil night and day. They hav 
their priests to tell them how to keep him back and scare 
him off. They all differ as to the mode of procedure. They 

all claim, ** We are right and the other church is wrong.” 

Wm. L. Marsa. 


Darras, Tex., March 29, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav been intensely interested and amused 
in the late controversy of field secretary, and now the badge. 
The pansy, the first, can well be disposed of as the winter of 
our discontent.” Of the latter some very truthful things 
hav been said. Each participant has, in a measure, nar- 
rowed and lessened Freethought to individual benefits—in 
fact, limiting that which should remain unlimited. Tae 
question I shall spring is as to the necessity of a badge. Is 
it essential? Must it become a necessity? I am inclined to 
think all symbols are a hindrance to progress. The honest 
man does not hava label attached to his person asserting his 
integrity, nor need he shout aloud, I am an honest man! 
Opportunities are abundant in which he may truthfully as- 
sume his position more effectivly. Labels and badges are 
like paste diamonds, but are not proof positiv that the 
possessor has the real article at hand. Freedom and liberty 
are only one brand, and the real article may present itself 
unsupported by labels or badges. Labels add nothing to 
the 5ona-fide article, but always giv a false value in the spuri- 
ous. Although the beautiful pansy contains all the elements 
of unobtrusivness, all ideal tints of truth and gentleness, 
peace and joy—indeed, how sweetly and kindly do the 
beautifully tinted blossoms hide and overcome the green 


leaves of jealousy till nought is left of their evil earth- 
liness—yet if we pluck this beautiful flower how soon it 
withers. Is it not possible to love and revere and not de- 
stroy? If by art we imitate the blossom, it then is only 
paste; can we be satisfied with paste? Hardly! Then be- 
ing at liberty to model from this beautiful and lovely blos- 
som, let us commit no sacrilege. J. V. Murxs. 


i Payson, ARIZ., March 14, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: When I gaze on Mr. Heston’s cartoon, 

“Freethought Turnpike Free to. All,” hope within runs nigh 
Sierras high. But when I turn a few pages of the grand 
TRUTH SEEKER and there read the quarrels of the American 
Secular Union, I see things in a different light, or no light at 
all. Their quarrels are like the lines: 

What they killed each other for 

I never could well make out. 
What they are fussing over one can hardly tell, save it is be- 
cause they all want an office. You know and I know our 
numbers are small, while the forces of the enemy, supersti- 
tion, are well united and number millions. Why not make 
up the great family quarrel, right about and face the foe? 
I suppose the Union believes in evolution. 
by their late actions they are drifting back into the monkey 
(except the ladies of the Union). If uneducated people 
would do as our Union they would be termed heathens. I 
do not know who is in fault. One can seldom tell, when 8 
family fuss is going on. I hav been helping on the cause all 
I hay been able—buying books, taking TuE TRUTHS SEEKER 
and the Independent Pulpit, also doing all the missionary 
work I am able to do. I did want to join the Union after 
awhile. But if this great family fuss does not close or cease 
I can see but little hope for Freethought. Ill sing you a 
song and quit: 

Wherever the Lord erects a house of prayer 
You will always find a jackass there, 


And 'twill be found upon examination 
He's a pedler of hell and damnation. 


Yours in the kingdom we hav, ARIZONA SAND. 


Nonsz, Tex., Feb. 22, 1891. 

MR. Epirron: Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, of Portland, Orte., 
delivered a lecture here at Norse on Saturday night, 
March 14th, to a good and appreciativ audience, on The 
Old and the New; or, Evolution vs. Creation.” She 
handled her subject in a masterly manner, and held her au- 
dience in enraptured attention for one hour, the only regret 
being that her lecture was not continued for another hour. 
She intended to hav lectured on Sunday, March 15th, but 
the incessant rain compelled its postponement till the next 
dav. 

Oa Monday night, March 16th, Mrs. Krekel delivered a 
lecture on Natural! Morality Superior to Theological Re- 
straint,” in which her penetrating and keen acumen was 
used to great advantage. and her great oratorical power was 
displayed with great effect. 
raptured attention for over an hour, and interrupted her with 


| frequent and spontaneous applause. 


I think that Mrs. Krekel, in these lectures, successfully re- 
moved the foundations of the Christianity of to-day to the 
entire satisfaction of those of her audience whose prejudices 
did not prevent them from seeing clearly. Her lectures must 
be heard to be appreciated, and I shall not even attempt to 
giv 8 synopsis. 

Some—not to say many—people think that & woman must 
necessarily be sentimental when speaking in public. This, 
however, cannot be truthfully said of Mrs. Krekel. Her 
discourses abound in indisputable facts, arrayed in such co- 
herent order as to not only logically prove her positions, but 
she marshals the facts to sustain her arguments in such 8 
way as to make her positions impregnable. She is a good 
reasoner, and a master of logic. She presents facts, verified 
knowledge—science—truth. “She is scholarly and profound, 
and does not want in rhetoric. 

Mrs. Krekel is, in short, an earnest, logical, coherent, and 
at the same time, comprehensiv and eloquent speaker. 

May success attend her efforts, wherever she may go, in 
her noble endeavors for the advancement of a truer and 
higher civilization. T. THEO. Corwiok. 


DALTON, QA., March 29, 1891. 


Mz. Eprrog: Mr. Remsburg gave us a free lecture on the, 


28d of this month on False Claims.” It was the first Lib- 
erallecture ever delivered in this place, and we think our 
little city was highly honored, as it was the only one in 
Georgia in which he lectured. 

We procured the Opera House for him to speak in. 

The audience was composed of about one hundred and 
fifty persons, and in honesty and intelligence it was some- 
what above the average of church attendance, though 


there were few or none of the codfish aristocracy present, 


and the professional gentlemen were conspicuous by their 
absence. I presume they were afraid of the church. Sev- 
eral ladies graced the occasion with their presence. All 
honor to them for having sense and courage enough to come 
out and hear a Freethought lecture. The crowd behaved 
remarkably well, and gave the speaker close and respectful 
attention, only four or five persons leaving the hall during 
the speaking. 

Almost everyone I hav spoken to since the lecture ad- 
mits Mr. Remsburg to be a talented and polished speaker if 
he is an Infidel. 

We hope to hav him with us again in the near future. 
The church is all-powerful in this section, and of course 
tyrannical, but I think the Liberal element is making some 
progress. 4 

A few years ago it would hav been impossible for an In- 
fidel to hav procured a house here to speak in, or induced 
anyone to come out and listen to him. The owners and 
manager of our Opera House, although nominally Christians, 


I do, and that 


The audience was held in en- | 


are enlightened gentlemen, and we had no trouble in getting 
the hall at the customary price, which is not always the 
case, I am sorry to say, in the cities of the enlightened North. 
I am a Materialist of the Otto Wettstein, T. Winter stripe, 
and all my friends and neighbors know it. Isee you hav up 
a controversy over the badge question. I prefer the Wettstein 
badge, and only wish I was able to possess one. Long liv 
Heston and the pictures. : i 
Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, J. H. HAMILTON. 
P.8.—I forgot to mention that the Christians’ so-called 
** Providence ” favored us with a beautiful moonlight night 
for our meeting. It was the most pleasant night since 
Christmas. J. H. H. 


HAxkINS, N. Y., March 29, 1891. 

MR. Eprrok: Please allow me to express my opinion, 
though humble, on the pansy versus Freethought pin as an 
emblem for the Liberals of America. First take the pansy 
—true, it means thought, but does it mean Freethought? If 
not, why, it may be worn by people of every thought, 
whether it has been told to them by priest or preacher, 
whether it is a superstitious thought or non-superstitious 
thought. There is nothing more of it. Second, they say it 
is a cheaper emblem, as the torch is too expensiv. But 
could not the torch or Freethought badge of Mr. Wettstein 
be produced in a somewhat cheaper form also, for those that 
cannot afford such an expensiv one? For surely if they 
would wear a cheap pansy badge they would wear a cheap 
Freethought one as well. In the main I agree with Miss 
Susan H. Wixon, that the pansy is more for lovers than for 
that which is destined to be the largest shade of opinion on 
the globe. Do not let us follow the countries in this partic- 
ular that hav always followed us in others, when we hav 
something equal and which I think is far superior—namely, 
the Otto Wettstein Freethought badge as an emblem for the 
Liberals of America. Why? First, because it is a very 
neat and fine badge, with the word Freethought engraved 
on 8 very clear blue background, which signifies that every- 
thing should be clear and bright before the mind before we 
can think for ourselvs or hav Freethought, that is, be free 
from that dark fog of superstition. Second comes the sun- 
light of science, which givs the mind more light, as the ris. 
ing sun does the eye as it rises over the eastern hills and 
transforms the clear blue sky of early morn to a golden hue, 
for as we see with our eyes 80 sees our mind. Third comes 
the torch of reason, by which we are trying to guide our 
fellow-man out of the darkness beyond the moon and stars 
where superstition reigns supreme, which is the fourth and 
last place on my badge, and which 88 I look at it my eye can 
not see nor my mind cannot reach. Miss Wixon says, if 
there is to be any change she suggests to do away with su- 
perstition. If that is done, what do we want of the torch of 
reason? In my opinion, as it is so shall it remain, and be 
the emblem of the world for mental freedom. 

Respectfully, W. S. GALLOWAY. 


: CHATTANOOGA, TENN., March 25, 1891. 

Mn. Eprrok: The ice is broken and the Liberal people of 
Chattanooga hav listened to lectures on Freethought and 
Liberalism delivered by J. E. Remsburg in Post No. 45 
G. A. R. Hall in a most effectiv and satisfactory manner. It 
worked about like this: The first lecture was on Saturday 
night, and about two hundred and fifty people were present. 
Sunday morning about three hundred and fifty heard and 
appreciated the wise and powerful sayings of the speaker. 
And Sunday night the hall was packed to hear the Sunday 
question discussed, and Mr. Remsburg did ventilate that 
question most thoroughly, and the audience would show 
their appreciation by frequent and repeated applause. It is 
hardly necessary to say here that they were the best, most 
intelligent, industrious, and enterprising people of Chatta- 
nooga; educated people, who investigate, find out the truth 
and stick to it; people who become Freethinkers from per- 
sonal investigation. This city is a great fleld for some one 
like Mr. Remsburg to come to and settle down. Mr. Rems- 
burg is at home in Kansas, and I simply say, like him. Be- 
cause the man who would come must be a good man; not 
offensiv, but of pleasing address and manners; not a chal- 
lenger to preachers and priests. He must be a man whose 
sayings are unanswerable and invincible. We hav hundreds 
of people here who do not and cannot believe the Christian 
teachings. Those people hav investigated the matter enough 
to let it rest right there, because they hav no one to encour- 
age them and they hav not got knowledge enough to defend 
themselvs against Christian intruders in an argument. And 
to become known 88 an unbeliever is no small matter for a 
business man to overcome. The word Infidel” rings hor- 
ribly in the ears of a Christian. But if we became organ- 
ized, with a good man at the head of the society, the num- 
ber would soon be up to a thousand. Popularity and social 
strength would follow. More light on Liberal subjects would 
bind us together in one grand social order of cheerful, intel- 
ligent, Liberal-minded people, who would command the re- 
spect of all good citizens. Last Sunday night it was an- 
nounced that all Freethinkers should remain after the lect- 
ure, and temporary officers were chosen and forty-seven 
signed their names to organize a Liberal club. A committee 
was appointed to draft by-laws aud resolutions for the mem- 
bers to adopt next Sunday. When once we are perfected 
then we shall become members of the American Secular 
Union, and through it we expect to get able lecturers, from 
time to time, to come here and storm superstition and hell 
out of Chattanooga. I can assure you it does not take much 
to do it, either, for this city has some great, Liberal-minded, 
talented, and brave people, aud it does not take much 
to develop them. I will simply prove what I hav said by 
the fact that it took less than two hours to raise money 
enough to. pay Mr. Remsburg and pay all other expenses 
connected with the lecture. You.can see by that that the 
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people here are financially liberal as well as mentally, and 
they hav also confidence in each other. 
I would like to mention that when Mr. Remsburg men- 
. tioned the name of the great and good man, Col. Robert G. 
Ingersoll, the applause, and repeated and storming applause, 
was something that I could only compare with some great 
event that would sometimes happen during the dark days of 
war. In the future you will hear from Chattanooga often. 
Very respectfully yours, Curis. BATHMAN. 


New CAMBR, Kan., March 24, 291. 

Me. EprroR: The Kansas legislature passed a law to pre- 
vent the Kansas City Sunday Sun of Kansas from circulat- 
ing within the state, but I learn from our representativ that 
the objectionable features hav been eradicated and so every- 
thing goes on smoothly for the present. But the law is 

. there for future use, and was passed through the behest of 
the ministers of this state, or, more properly speaking, by 
the ministers of Salina. It was Senator J. G. Moler, of Sa- 
lina, that introduced the bill, who is becoming quite notori- 
ous; it was he that introduced the age of consent bill” 
placing twelve years as the time that a girl can consent to 
get married, which became a law a year ago, and which has 
not been reduced yet.” 

As near as I can learn why the late law was passed for the 
repression of the above paper, is that it was given to divulg- 
ing scandals in high places, and so you can easily understand 
why the ministers took such an activ part against it. That 
and the object of having future use for such 8 law is no 
doubt the motiv. Now I want to say, whatever the cause, 
it is a bad precedent, because it is a direct blow at free 
speech and free press. The law on libel is sufficient to pro. 
tect these gentlemen unless they ‘‘ are caught in the very 
act.” Such a law is dangerous on any statute book, because 
all Liberals know how prone bigots are to prosecute and 
persecute anything new. They are the buzzards and hyenas 
of civilization. Everything has to become old and stink- 
‘ing before it becomes palatable food for them, and through 
them for anybody else if they could help it. And yet they 
lay claim to every reform that has taken place, while all 
history proves they fought every new idea just as long as 
there was any show to suppress it. It makes me mad to 
think they hav the effrontery to come in and claim they are 
the father of every new reform. 

Is it not about time to take the timely warning of Jeffer- 
son and Madison, viz., ** We should take alarm at the least 
encroachments upon our liberties,” and ** Eternal vigilance 
is the price of liberty?“ But I predict that the majority of 


Liberals will never wake up from their lethargy until they, 


are almost bound hand and foot. They are just as much 
bound to their idols as the Christians are, viz., our party.” 
The facts are, a person that has a religious creed or a polit- 
ical creed is not a Liberal. A true Liberal will confer with 
all other Liberals and then pull together. And the experi- 
ence of the Alliance proves how much can be accomplished 
if we will only stick.” And unless the above movement 
shows more of a disposition to carry out the most important 
Demand, viz., equal rights to all and special privileges to 
none,” it would be 8 good idea for Liberals not to become 
wedded to it. There were, no doubt, some Liberals in the 
Kansas legislature, but they never raised their voices against 
the passage of such a law, on the plea that there was such 
a few of them they were powerless to do anything. But 
everybody knows by experience that it is surprising what a 
few men or women can do if they hav only got the back- 
bone to stand up and defend the right, One person in the 
right ought to be able to put à multitude to flight. Liberals 
must remember that they are the pioneers of progress, and 
they are out of their sphere to become orthodox for one 
moment in any direction. Do not wait for the procession to 
catch up unless it is going your way.” I do not believe 
that we will ever accomplish the Nine Demands of Liberal- 
ism until we organize a political party for that purpose. 
The body politic never makes any concessions until some 
organization shows fight. Then it will concede something 
to that organization. We need not fear that everything will 
go to the dogs while we are bringing about another reform, 
because there are enough constitutional laws.and precedents 
to hold them in check. 

In the good old times of kings it was much easier to unite 
church and state than at present. All that was necessary 
then was to convert the monarch. So like causes produce 
like effects, and as progression is abroad in the land, unless 
we revert back to the old system of the priest behind the 
throne to suppress all progression there is no cause of fear. 
So these barriers in their way will giv us ample time to pop- 
ularize our cause, and we hav a very encouraging future be- 
fore us. To allow the Christians the very outside figure, 
they hav the cheek to claim 18,000,000, and that leaves 47,- 
000,000 outside the church. There are a very large per cent 
of their number that are in favor of our Demands, while we 
know we are sure to proselyte a vast number of the re- 
mainder. Why, some of the best workers we hav in our ranks 
used to be Christians, and we are certain of those outside 
the church, and then why not make the effort, when it is 
only a question of time? Joan W. ABBOTT. 


RIoEvILLE, Ia., March 27, 1891. 

Mr. Eniror: Let Mr. Heston keep on with the pictures. 
I vote for the pictures every time. Mr. Heston’s picture in 
Tsar Truru Seeker of March 14th, entitled, The Chief 
Object of Christian Worship,” conveys more ideas to one’s 
mind than a written volume. The truth of the above- 
mentioned picture was well manifested to me a little while 
ago, whenI attended the services in the Baptist church of 
this place. They had a grand rally to make a raise of 
money, and they passed envelopes around for the faithful 
to put their offerings in and then put them in the 
contribution-box. The following are some of the maxims 


printed on the envelopes: ‘Giv for Christ's sake; „ The 
liberal sou) shall be made fat,” which should read, ‘ The lib- 
eral church-member makes the preacher fat,” and again: 
„God loveth a cheerful giver,” which should read, The 
preacher loveth a cheerful giver.” 

I was amused by reading an article in Tae Trura 
SEEKER stating that the holy coat of Joseph, the husband of 
the Virgin (?) Mary, will be exhibited during the summer in 
Treves. In the year 1844 the coat of Christ was exhibited in 
Treves, and a few years later his shoes were exhibited in a 
town called Pruem, near Treves, and I would not be at all 
surprised if, in the near future, the Catholic authorities 
would exhibit in Treves the nightskirt of the ** blessed Vir- 
gin Mary,” and the wonderful swaddling-cloth of the infant Je- 
8u8, mentioned in the Apocryphal New Testament. There 
is no end of holy humbug in the Roman Catholic church. 

I hav read Wm. Hart’s book, “ The Candle from Under 
the Bushel.” I pronounce it the strongest argument against 
the Bible and the Christian religion I ever saw. The book 
would be cheap at $1. Every Liberal should hav it. 

Tar TRUTH Srexer is a terror to snakes—I should say, 
Preachers. A few weeks ago I was in a certain place of 
business in this town, and amongst the crowd present was 
the Methodist preacher. I pulled a copy of Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER out of my pocket, evidently to seek cause for an ar- 
gument with the preacher, but as soon as the preacher had a 
glimpse of the terrible sheet he disappeared. 

There are two female preachers in this town and neighbor- 
hood. A Mrs. Van Aukin is holding Free Methodist meet- 
ings in country school-houses, and is causing great excite- 
ment, and a Mrs. Hinkley is preaching in the Congregational 
church. I wonder if these female preachers ever take their 
text from the epistle of Paul, where he says, Allow not 
woman to speak in church,” etc. 

A few weeks ago if leaked out that a certain preacher of 
Brownsdale, Minn., had been in the Holy Ghost business 
and caused the ruin of one of his fair church-members, a 
girl sixteen years old. I understand that M. E. Billings has 
joined the church. Well, if he has, we need not mourn 
over his departure from our ranks, but somebody should 
continue the good work he left and publish new editions of 
** Crimes of Preachers,” for I consider it the duty of every 
honest Freethinker to expose the foul deeds of the sky-pilots 
and wolves in sheep’s clothing. 


A month or so ago, 8 woman spoke to me about as fol- 
lows: Say, you wicked Infidel, don't you know that the 
devil has been born up in Minnesota, and if you don’t be- 


come 8 Christian and join the church, he will get you sure?” 


And then she went on to describe him, saying he had hair all 


over, and that he had horns, and a tail sixteen inches long, 
and that he was jumping around town and raising hell in gen- 
eral, and that people could do nothing with him, and she 
said that it was surely so, because her brother had seen a 
man that had seen the young devil. I told the good wo- 
man that I had heard many a sermon preached about 
worse-looking devils than that, but that I was not losing any 
sleep about that either. 

We had a fair sample of Christian love and humanity 
in this town last summer. A man by the name of D. Nicol 
was supporting his family, which consisted of his wife 


and five children, by running a billiard hall, but some 
good Christian swore out a warrant against him for running 
8 nuisance, and a Christian judge sentenced him to three 


months’ imprisonment in the county jail, and all the man 


was guilty of was that the majority of men of the town more 
He was com- 
pelled to serve his time in jail last winter while his family 
.were sick, and. the youngest died before his term was ex- 


frequently visited his hall than the churches. 


pired. Such is Christian charity. 

A few days ago a Christian friend of mine handed me a 
book, which he said would convert me and convince me 
that Ingersoll and Infidelity are wrong, and that the Bible 
and Christianity are true. The title of the book is, ‘‘ Inger- 
soll Answered from the Bible and Ingersoll Against Himself. 
By Rev. O. M. Owen.” I hav looked the book over care. 
fully, and find nothing but bosh. Moral: Once a donkey 
kicked a lion, but the lion was not dead, but he evidently 
does not think it worth while to fight with such an ass as 
Rev. Mr. Owen. , 

I wish that Mr. Heston would design a picture represent- 
ing a priest and a Catholic congregation in the act of canni- 
baliam, f. e., holy communion. Every true Catholic has to 
eat his savior, God, man, and all. Can anything be more 
absurd than such cannibalistic ideas? And still there are 
millions who believe in that doctrin. Oh, what fools these 
mortals be! It is discouraging to see s0 many men who 
are professed unbelievers in the Christian doctrins and 
still do rot support Freethought papers. Tok TRUTH 
SEEKER should hav at least ten times as many subscribers ag 
it has at present. I know about a dozen men in this town 
and ueighborhood who are Freethinkers, and still I cannot 
induce one of them to subscribe for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, but 
some of them giv from $25 to $50 a year to support preach. 
ers and uphold churches, simply because they are church- 
members. How much more good those men would do if 
they only would spend their money for Liberal papers and 
Liberal and scientific books, instead of shoving it into the 
big pockets of pulpit-pounders. I remain, 


Fraternally yours, Henry Bisson. 


CRHTIOAGo, ILL., March 30, 1891. 

Mz. Epiror: The reasonable, common-sense article by one 
of your contributors—“ In Search of a Spirit,” by James 
Beck, March 2ist—suggested many thoughts and reflections 
to my mind and recalled many experiences in my search 
for spirit, spiritual truth, and the raw article truth in its 
royal robes. 

With your permission I will make a few plain statements 
and a proposition or two. 


‘from the first. 
the wisest men and women on earth to explain them upon 


1. Modern. Spiritualism (now nearly forty-three years old) 
came teaching and healing the sick, two quite important 


duties we all owe each other. 


2. Modern spiritual teachings: hav been superior teachings 
The external phenomena hav challenged 


any other hypothesis than the intelligence claimed for them, 
viz., that the intelligence that produced the rap, etc., 
through mediums, was the spirit of a former inhabitant of 
a physical form similar to our own. Further, these same . 
intelligences, through their chosen instruments, hav given 
the world from the first superior lessons upon hundreds of 
the most important subjects which interest humanity in all 
ages of the world and conditions of life. 

8. The scientists, the philosophers, the skeptics, and the 
clergy hav failed to explain the varied manifestations of 
modern Spiritualism. f 

4. Bkeptic, scientist, and clergy (with a few noted and 
honorable exceptions) hav ignored, misrepresented, scoffed, 
persecuted, and played the hypocrit from the first to the 
present. 

5. Spiritualism has never in a single instance asked anyone 
to believe upon faith or bare and barren statements of spirits 
or mortals, but kas always offered tangible demonstration. 
At least ninety-five per cent of the million or more of converts 
in America hav been converted by absolute tests—demon- 
strations—and notwithstanding these patent facts, look at the 
position of many of our Liberal journals and public men ; 
what does their position remind a truth seeker of? Base 
hypocrisy, rank and rotten deception, a brazen-faced ignor- 
ing, a childish evasion of truth as well demonstrated as life 
itself. What is the position of our Liberal men and press at 
this time? Is it manly, igit truthful? Does the sun shine? 
Do Taz Teura SERRRR, the Boston Investigator, and a dozen 
lesser Liberal lights know that the sun shines? Can they 
demonstrate it to millions of intelligent people ? 

6. What does all this cry of fraud and fraudulent mediums 
signify? Is there more fraud in mediums than in church, 
state, business, or Liberal press? If so, show it up for hu- 
manity’s sake. Does not this cry of fraud only signify a fear 
of truth? Do not the majority in the church, and out, pre- 
fer to go it blind rather than face the truth? Do we not all 
understand, who are really free, what this ignoring, this 
barefaced hypocrisy in church and among our very Liberal 
press, really means? Is it manly? Is it not childish and 
weak? Is it not about time to giv truth a fair show when it 
has asked and begged for over forty years to demonstrate the 
most important truth the world has ever grappled with? 

7. Gentlemen and ladies of the so-called truth seeker class, 
can you much longer expect to be respected unless you re- 
spect truth and yourselvs? Hav you not toyed, played, and 
fooled with this great eubject of modern Spiritualism about 
long enough? Can you not see plainly, as our brother 
James Beck has stated in the article referred to, that Spir- 
itualism has met so many enemies and survived all of them, 
and the more it is persecuted the more it seems to grow ?” 
Is there no lesson for truth seekers inthis? Just think of 
the three hundred clergymen and others who are about to in- 
vestigate this subject, from their faith standpoint, of course; 
where will our Liberal friends stand after such a farce is 
concluded ? , 

My proposition is to prove to any intelligent man or 
woman, using the same evidence that is used in business, 
government, and law courts: 

1. That spirits of the so-called dead do return and com. 
municate intelligently to their friends in physical form 
through mediums. 

2. That spirits do materialize full forms that are recog- 
nized, and talk, sing, and manifest many attributes of hu- 
manity, and then disappear in full view of their friends. 
Further, these forms are photographed; these spirit intelli- 
gences telegraph to their friends; these spirits communicate 
to their friends upon closed slates under conditions preclud- 
ing the possibility of fraud or deception. 

8. If anyone desires I will show such evidence of many 
spiritual facts as will command respect from every truth 
seeker. 

4. Conclusion: if Spiritualism is true, is it not of first im- 
portance? If it is not true, is it not the greatest of all delu- 
sions? If it is not true, can any one of the readers of THE 
TRUTH SRRRKRR prove to me that he livs at all, or that he 
knows anything? Can we not all see and understand that 
bigotry, hypocrisy, and evasion are not good-looking, no 
matter if labeled Liberal? Would it not be more in harmony 
with truth if the society of Brotherhood of Moralists“ 
would change their title ag well as their methods? A moral 
courage society would sound well for Liberals. 

I do not think there is a single excuse for one intelligent 
free man or woman in New York, Boston, or any of our 
Eastern cities denying the communion between this and the 
spirit world. Gross ignorance, prejudice, and bigotry may 
be an excuse, but blindness and deafness with a good pair of 
eyes and ears is not excusable. 

Of course, no one is compelled to know; the Ingersolls, 
Investigators, and Truth Seekers may ignore—it is easy, and 
no courage is required so long as it is the order of the times 
but remember, these are times of a spirit of restlessness ; a 
crisis is near at hand; the farmers hav set the quack poli- 
ticians all a-thinking; the spirit world, who are largely in 
the majority, will soon be heard and felt, and then will come 
a time when ignoring will be out of order. 

Gentlemen of the Liberal label, it is just as consistent to 
ignore one truth as another; the popularity does not signify. 
Spiritualism is a fixed fact as much as sunshine, it is as pat- 
ent as electricity, as well proved as any science, and is of 
more value to humanity than all the discoveries and inven- 
tions of the last forty years. Can you afford longer to ignore 
its truths ? è Pr. M. E. CONGER. 
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Children’s Garner. 


Bdited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Oorner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower 
Oomes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


A Grievous Complaint. 


* Its hard on a fellow, I do declare !” 
Said Tommy one day with a pout ; 

* In ev'ry one of the suits that I wear 
The pockets are most worn out. 

They're bout as big as the ear of a mole, 
And I never hav more than three, 

And there's always coming & mean little hole 
That loges my knife for me. 


* I can't make 'em hold but a few little things 
Some cookies, an apple or two, 

A knife and pencil and bunch of strings, 
Some nails and maybe a serew, 

And marbles of course, and a top and ball, 
And shells and pebbles and such, 

And some odds and enda-—yes, honest, that's all ! 
You can see for yourself ’tisn’t much. 


“Td like a guit of some patent kind, 

With pockets made wide and long; 
Above and below and before and behind, 

Sewed extra heavy and strong. 

Id want about a dozen or 80, 

All easy and quick to got at; 

And I should be perfectly happy, I know, 

With a handy rig like that.” 

ct. Nicholas. 
nc ————— 
Bad Lands of Dakota. 

A friend passing through the bad lands of 
Dakota writes as follows: 

These bad lands are wonderful sights to 
behold. Abruptly, with one step, you think 
yourself on another, but unfinished, planet, 
80 narrowly defined is the line between the 

_ surface of our earth from that of the bad 
lands. I don’t know how to describe these 
lands. It is somewhat like the sea in a 
storm, but not as regular as waves. Such 
grotesque forms! Columns, pillars, cones, 
gates, round towers, steeples, beehives—all 
possible imaginary forms, jumbled and bun- 
dled together in an indescribable conglomer- 
ation. It is all so strange, surprising, and, 
withal, so fascinating and attractiv. It holds 
one spell-bound, as it were, and you almost 
expect to see gnomes, fairies, ghouls, and 
other uncanny creatures popping up from 
behind these curious and startling forms. 

Why are these bad lands here? What 
sudden freak of nature tossed up these un- 
couth formations? What stories and hís. 
tories lie hidden beneath these strange forma- 
tions? Did once the deep sea flow on over 
these bare and barren spaces? Are extin- 
guished cities buried underneath, and are 
these the unread monuments that some one 
shall decipher? Who knows ? 

— —— — 
Preferred to Be With Papa. 

One of the best children's bon mots is told 
by a well-known bookmaker in town. His 
little daughter, was happy amid a parlorful of 
‘company when bedtime came, and she re- 
belled against having to leave. She threw 
herself on the floor, face down, and kicked 
and screamed. ‘‘Come,” said her mother, 
“be a good little girl, now, and go to bed. 
Don't you know what mamma has always 
told you—if you aren’t a good little girl you 
can’t go to heaven?” ‘I don't want to go to 
heaven,” said the child; “I want to go 
where papa goes.” 

— tl o it 
Ida and the Orange Seed. 

** Here isa nice sweet orange for you," said 
nurse to little Ida one day; ** but be gure not 
to swallow the seeds.” 

Ida made a little hole in the orange and 
began to suck it. It was very juicy, and she 
liked it very much. But when she was al- 
most through with it, she happened to swal- 
low a seed. 

She ran to Nurse Mary at once to tell her 
about it. 

* Wil it grow inside of me, nurse?" she 
asked. : 

Nurse Mary laughed. Wait and see," 
she said. If you find a little orange-tree 
coming up, you must tell me.” 

One morning Ida's mother saw her stand- 
ing before a mirror with her mouth wide 
open. She was trying to see down her 
throat. 

* What are you doing, Ida?” asked her 
mother. 

“Im looking for my  orange-tree," 
answered Ida, tears in her brown eyes; 
"Im afraid it wil choke me when it 
comes up.” 


- Mamma did not know what Ida meant, 
and she laughed very much when the little 
girl told her about the seed she had swal- 
lowed. She told Ida there was no danger 
that a tree would grow from it. 

But it was a long time before Ida forgot 
what nurse had said, and for many weeks 
she was often seen standing before & mirror 
with her mouth wide open, looking for 
Kon orange tree which might come up after 


—ͤä—— 9—————— 
Chats with Correspondents, 

Jokx J. D.—You know what Davy Crock 
ett said: Be sure you're right, then go 
ahead.” It is the best advice we can giv. 

CaRoLINE.—Do not be impatient. “AN 
things come round to him who will but 
wait.“ The truth may be pushed aside but 
cannot be crushed. 

Gro. W. K., Kent, Ia.—It has been thought 
not advisable to do anything about the matter 
you 80 kindly write about. 'The amount we 
could raise that way would be so very small, 
and many dislike to hav euch business urged 
upon the children. 

Uno Jaox, Dallas, Tex.—Your story is 
good, but it is rather long for the space at 
our command. You see we hav only a little 
to spare. Short stories, short sketches, short 
articles, are always in order. However, we 
will keep it and see if it can some time be 
used. 

-Davo S., Missoula, Mont.—Ella E. Gib- 
son is editor of the organ of the Brother- 
hood of Moralists. Her address is Barre, 
Mass., and the price of the paper is $1 per 
year. You are justified in saying that rea! 


Liberals are moral and that they obey the 


health laws. Of course there are many 
inheritances that hav to be overcome, but, as 
a rule, Liberals, they who are worthy of the 
name, endeavor to liv moral, upright, and 
honorable lives. 

Rose Taytor, Denver, Col.—You inquire 
about our book, Summer Days at Onset.” 
It is descriptiv, legendary, and is illus- 
trated. Yes, it tells about Onset. It is 
in pamphlet form and sells at the low price 
of twenty-five cents. The editor of the 
Corner will be happy to fill any orders ad- 
dressed to her, or it can be ordered through 
the Truth Seeker Company, as can also her 
other books, Apples of Gold,” All in a 
Lifetime,” and The Story Hour,” all good 
and useful books, and entirely devoid of 


superstition. 
— —— —-„— 


Correspondence. 


Mirronp, Mass., March 8, 1891. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a letter to the Corner for the first time. 
Papa has taken THE TRUTH SEEKER nine 
years, and likes it very much. I will be 
twelve years old the 27th of this month. I 
go to school and study spelling, reading, 
arithmetic, writing, geography, grammar, 
and drawing. My teacher's name is Miss 
Wilson. Hoping to see this in print, I re- 

main, Yours truly, Rosa Morry. 


[We are glad to greet Rosa, and hope she 
wil come and see us in the Corner again 
soon.—Ep. C. C.] 


STILLWATER, Mont., March 8, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I saw a few letters of 
the children in Tug TEUTH SEEKER which I 
read. at a neighbor's house, and so I con- 
cluded I would write to you also. 

My father is à cowman and livs two miles 
from Stillwater town. We liv on a farm and 
raise a few crops every year, just enough for 
our own use and just a little to sell. 

I hav six brothers and sisters. We hav 
only a few neighbors out in this uninhabited 
part of the country. There are very few 
city-bred people here. If I am not mistaken, 
everybody here was born here or somewhere 
near. 

I hope my letter won't go in the waste. 
basket, as some of the others hav. 

Good.bye. Hoping to see this in print 
soon, I remain, 


Your affectionate, Mary E. SHANE. 


— 


MoConz, Kax., March 12, 1891. 

Drar Miss Wixzon: I thought I would 
write a letter to the Corner. My folks are 
mostly Liberals—grandpa and grandma, my 
father and mother, nearly all my uncles and 
aunts. We read Tue Trura SEEKER. 
Grandpa had taken it for a long time before 
I was born. I am eleven years old. I hav 
two sisters and one brother. I had a twin 
brother who died when he was seven years 
old. We like the pictures in Tat Trora 
SEEKER. Grandpa got the picture book; we 
hav it at our house. We children spend lots 
of time looking at the pictures. Iam on a 
visit now at grandpa’s. I was reading the 
letters in the Children’s Corner last night. 
I think the letters real good. This is my 
first letter I ever wrote to hav published, and 


I hope you will not put it in the stove, for 1| 


would like to read it in the Corner. 
Your little friend, Harg Gown, 


Darras, TRX., Feb. 11, 1891. 
Dear CORNER: I often think of the little 
TRUTRH SEEKER folks all along the line, and it 


occurred to me that C stands for children and 


many other words of significant meaning 
which I will present: Cradle, caress, cooing, 
conscience, confiding, cunning, creatures, 
curious, captivating; apt to love cake, candy, 
comfits; may be made consistent, courteous, 
capable, or perverted to cunning, crafty, 
cruel, corrupt, conspiring; if they are sur- 
rounded by truthful and honest examples 
they become truthful and honest. Is is just 
as easy to teach a child courtesy, and a light, 
gliding, elastic step, as to teach it to double 
its fist and strike, or be rude and shuffling in 
its walk. It is less trouble to teach the beau- 
tiful than to inflict coarseness. Children are 
just what we make them to be. Let every 
parent and child be taught by this Jast asser- 
tion. Unorz JAck. 


Cisne, ILL., March 16, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first attempt 
to write to the Corner. My father died before 
I was born. I now liv with my mother, and 
stepfather, B. S. Jones, who has renewed his 
subscription for Taz TRUTH SEEKER. I was 
very glad he did, for I like to read the Cor- 
ner better than the Holy Bible,“ for there 
are more truths in it to my knowledge. 

Iam a strong Freethinker. If I can't get 
to heaven without being baptized and paying 
the preacher, I think I shal] hav to go to the 
other place. I was present ata big revival 
not long ago. It was a very disgusting place; 
the people howled, jumped, sang, an prayed 
loud enough to be heard two miles away. It 
was too disgusting a meeting for civilized 
people to attend. I only went three times. 
It resembled the picture shown in the 
“ Freethinker's Pictorial Text-book” of the 
monkeys. 

For fear of taking up too much space, I 
will close, hoping to see this in print. 

Your fifteen-year-old Freethinker, 
WILLIAM J. PRIDE. 


NerTTLETON, Mo., March 17, 1891. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a few letters to the Corner. I like the 
Corner and the, children’s letters. Papa has 
taken THE TRUTH SEEKER for several years. 
He says he cannot do without it. I enjoy 
reading the Corner and looking at the pict- 
ures. 

Iam twelve years of age. Our school be- 
gan September 1st. We had a six months’ 
term. hav but a quarter of a mile to go, 
for the schoolhouse is on papa’s land. My 
studies are history, arithmetic, geography, 
physiology, grammar, spelling, and writing. 

only went half of the term; mamma was 
Sick, and I had to stay home and wait on her. 
She took sick on the Fourth of July, and is 
still bedfast. ; 

Papa bought me ** The Story Hour,” which 
I enjoy reading. 

I hav seven pets: two canaries, one red- 
bird, a little lamb, and three calves. I hava 
sister and two brothers. As this is my firat 
letter to the Corner, I hope it will not be 
thrown in the waste-basket. I remain, 

Your friend, Peuma M. PAwSkx. 


RiomwoNp, Va., March 12, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixon: As you are always in- 
terested in hearing from Freethinking friends, 
I know you will be glad to hear from me. 
We last night had the pleasure of hear. 
ing that noble Free lecturer. J. E. Rems- 
burg. He gave the lecture, ** The Apostle of 
Liberty.“ The two leading papers to. day 
contained about three quarters of a column 
about it. The Times gave a very good ac- 
count of it; but the Dzspatch erred from the 
truth by saying, In talking of the bigots’ 
who ‘slimed up’ the dead man’s memory, 
the lecturer was unusually abusiv and se- 
vere.” There are but few outspoken Free- 
thinkers here, consequently the audience 
was small, though it was highly appre- 
ciativ of all given. This is the first lecture 
Of the kind ever given in this city ; but if my 
father and mother stay here, it will certainly 
not be the last. This is a very orthodox 
community, and the people can find but little 
else to talk about but church, Sunday-school, 
etc. I hav two brothers and one sister, and 
we are all Freethinkers, I am seventeen, and 
am an operator for the Postal Telegraph 
Cable Co. I saw in the Corner that you are 
thinking of getting up a Freethought paper 
for little Freethinkers, and I sincerely hope 
you will succeed, and I shall be very happy 
to assist in any way I can. If I was as well 
informed as Mr. Remsburg’s son George, 
Ishould contribute an article to its columns 
every week. We hav been here but five 
months from St. Joseph, Mo., and we like 
the West much the best, as there are more 
Liberal, thinking people there. 

Thinking my letter long enough for this 
time, and wishing success to the Corner, 
yourself. and the prospectiv children's pa- 
per, I remain, , 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 
Raymonp J. COLE. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL Hymn-Boox contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It is highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
' SO who hav examined it. Pri 
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COMMON SENSE 
GUIDE TO CORRECT ENGLISH, 


; By J. L. BARKER. 
Price, 35 cents. - Address this Office. 


INFLUENCE OF 


CHRISTIANITY ON CIVILIZATION 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 25 cents. 


INGERSOLL IVW CANADA, 
Reply to Archbishop Lynch, 

By A. PRINGLE. 
n 16 cents. 


Price; 
Civil Rights Speech 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


With Speech of HON. FREDERIOK DOUGLASS 
Price, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll Catechised. 


ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS BY EDITOR OF San 
Franciscan. 


Price, 8 cents; per doz., 80 cents. 
LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION, 


Disonsgion between 


COL. R. à, INGERSOLL, Hon. Frederic R 
Ooudert, and Ex-Gov. Stewart L. Wood- , 
ford. Before the Nineteenth 
Century Olub. 
Price, 


10 cents. 


ORTHODOXY. 


By R. Q. INGERSOLL. 
Price, 10 cents; per dozen, one dollar. 


INTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT 


By G. F. RINEHART. 
25 cents. 


LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 


JEAN MESLIER. 


Abstract of. 
Paper, price, 25 cents. ` 


LOVE VENTURES 


Of TOM, DICK, AND HARRY., 


A Novel With an Afidavit. 
* And they were naked, and not ashamed” (Gen. 


; 95 
16 full-page French Art Illustrations. Beautifully 
Illustrated Covers. 


12mo, 2:6 pages, paper, 25 cente ; boards, 50. 


MANNA. Our Forefathers’ Ideas of Hell. 
Price, 5 cents. : 


MARIA MONK, 


CONVENT MYSTERIES. 
MONKS and THEIR MAIDENS. 


Paper, 50 cente ; cloth, 75. 


Modern Thinker, No. 2. 


The Most Advanced Speculations in Philosophy, 
cience, Sociology, and Religion. 
160pp., pap., 50 cents. 


MOTHER of HARLOTS. 
POPERY DISSECTED. 


By Ww. Hoaaw (25 years a confessing priest). 
Paper. 50 cents; cloth. 75. 


NEW ENGLAND 


AND THE PEOPLE UP THERE 


A HUMOROUS LECTURE. 
By Geo. E. Macdonald. 
Price, 10 cents. 


NIBBLE AT JOHN FISKE’S CRUMB FOR 
THE MODERN SYMPOSIUM. 


Price, 10 cents. 
ORIGIN OF 


THE CHRISTIAN BIBLE 


By O. B. WHITFORD. 
Price, 25 cents. 


The OUTCAST. Freethought Story. 


By Wixwoon READE. 


25 cents. 
OUTLINES 


OF PHRENOLOGY. 
By F. E. ASPIN WALL, M.D. 
Pap., 255. 


RIGHTS OF MAN. 
By THOMAS PAINE. 
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By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 


With Portrait and Autobiography. 


Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp, 12mo, 
260 pp., $1.25. ` 


MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 
By J. ALBERGER. 
376pp., $1. Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 
ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents af God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth: 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 
By D. W. Huru (Spir.). 
Price, - - > oo 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 
A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 


By J. K. InaArrs. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 


“The Jews and their God stood on the lowest 
plane.” 


15 cents. 


Price, 10 cents. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE, 
By F. R. Marvin. 
Price 5 cents. 

For all o£ tno gone, books address 


TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., NowYork. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY Science in Plain Language, 


1 
I. EVOLUTION, ANTIQUITY, 


ISSUED MONTHLY. 
Subscription price, $3 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1. The Truth Beeker Annual and Freethink- 


Ors’ Alman ae . 285 

2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gardener. 50 

3. Age of Reason. Thomas Paine . 25 
4. Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. 

Bennett . 28 

5. Christian Absurdities. John Peck.......... 25 

6. Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire 15 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 
Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of cach 
book gent upon receipt of price. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


HOW TO 


PRESERVE HEALTH. 


By LOUIS BARKAN, M.D. 


: CONTENTS : 

Tbe Prevention of Disease—Hygione of Differ- 
ent Organs--Aze and Occupation—The Dwelling 
The Oare of the Sick—Nursing—rhe Family 
Physician—How to Giv Aid in Emergencies—Con- 
tagious and Miasmatic Diseases—Diseases of the 
Nervous 8ystem—Altered Nutritiou—The Respir- 
atory and Digestiv and Urinary Tracts—The 
Skin—Parasites—Motherhood. 


, Fordyce Barker, M. D., Professor Bellevue Med- 
ical College, N. Y. saya: “I regard your book, 
* How to Preserve Health,’ as the most sound, 
sensible, and useful book on the topics which it 
discusses that [hav ever met. I wish it could be 
in the hands of every intelligent head of a family 
and in the library of every school, for I think it 
_ would popularize a vast amount of important and 
useful knowledge, and thus be of great service to 
the community. I am particularly pleased with 
one feature of it; that it does not profess to teach 
dosing and drugging, which our anxious grand- 
mothers and others lacking the requisit elemen- 
tary knowledge are too prone to indulge in, and 
oftentimes do great harm thereby. I congratu- 
late you on the wisdom and success of this effort.” 

John B. Hamilton, M.D., Surgeon-General of 
the Navy, and Professor of Burgery, Georgetown 
University : “I thank you for the excellent book, 
t How to Preserve Health.’ I hav no doubt of the 
necessity of such books. and yours is of such 
merit that it will surely be successful.” — 

Samuel Sherwell, M.D., Professor of Diseases of 
the Skin, Brooklyn: “ Your excellent treatise, en- 
titled How to Preserve Health,’ appears to me 
admirably adapted for the reading of the laity, 
correcting a8 it does a large number of false 
impressions that prevail among them. The 
direct suggestions, as in remarks on the skin, are 
of decided value.” 

Cloth, $1.00. 


Price. t 
Addresa THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GENTS make {90 PER CENT, profit, on my Corsets, 
Belts, Brushes, Curlers and novelties, Samples 
FREE, Write now. Dr. Bridgman, 373 Broadway. N. v. 


J. D. SHAW'S PAMPHLETS. 


"he Bible—What Is It? A pam- 
phlet containing eight chapters in refutation 
of the assumption that the Bible is a divine 
book of pure thought, and correct in all its 
utterances. Price, 25 cents. 


Studies in Theology. A clear exposi- 
tion of the biblical story of man’s creation 
and curse, theologically denominated “the 
fall.” Price, 10 cents. 

Liberalism, Treating the subject from a 
negativ and affirmativ standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what itis. Price,5 cents. 


The Agnastio Annual 


FOR 1891. 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS, 
OONTENTS. 
An Agnostic View of the Bible..... Samuel Lainz. 


.Fundamental Theges of Agnosticism. 
Bithell, B. So., Ph.D. 


Agnosticism and the Church of England. 


A " c LAP Amos Waters. 
vatar, Come oem, 

ee „Saladin (W. Stewart Ross). 
The Instability of Faiths.Hon. O. K. Tuckerman. 
The Iron Hand Under the Velvet Glove. 

: " G, J. Holyoake. 
Practical Religion..... 3 9 2 . . . Charles Watts. 
The Cinerary Urn. A Sonnet. 

Author of ** Oxsar in Egypt." 

Trenor Anglioaniam. s.. sssesser eneses el Russell. 

ndrogynous Gods. 

H. J. Hardwicke, M.D., F. R. O. S, 

Is Agnosticism Sound ?................Paul Carus. 
* Is Agnosticism Sound?” _ 

` À . „Baladin (W. Stewart Ross), 

The Poems of Joseph Ellis..... Mirabeau Brown. 


Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


THE 


French Invasion of Ireland in 96. 


Leaves of Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroic ‘Endeavor and_a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFE. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handéomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and gold side stamps. Price, $1 50. 


The present volume is an effort to rescue from 
comparative oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war, . . . It points amoral that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail to receive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition, . 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Contains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


William Durham, FESR Ero: “By 


II. ASTRONOMY, SUN, M. ill- 
iam Durnam, PRAE 8, Ero. By Wil 


These handy series of volumes on science—of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply a popular need. 

The price of each is 50 cents in cloth. 


The Candle From Under the 
. Bushel 
(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,806 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
` Price, —— — 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener, 
A THOUGHTLESS YES, 


` The downoast eyes of timid acquiescence hav 
paid to impudent authority the tribute of a 
thoughtless yes.—-R. G. Ingersoll. 


_ CONTENTS. ] 
A Splendid Judge of a Woman. 
The Lady of the Club. 
Under Protest. 
Vor the Prosecution. 
A Rusty Link in the Chain. 
The Boler House Mystery. 
The Time-Lock of Cur Ancestors. 
Florence Campbells Fate. 
My Patient's Story. 

Price, paper, 50 cents ; cloth, $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 


Col. Kelso's Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo. 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Oloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. Tat LIBERAL HyMN-Boox contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes, 
It is highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parto right, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 


n, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examin Price 


d it. 
25 conta Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


and Tumors CURED: no knife. 

N ER book tree. Drs. GRATIGNY & DIX, 
GA No. 163 Elm St, Cincinnati, O. 
Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


My Medical Discovery seldom takes hold 
of two people alike! Why? Because no 
two people have ihe same weak 
spot. eginning at the stomach it goes 
searching through the body for any hidden 
humor. Nine times out of ten, inward 
humor makes the weak spot. Perhaps 
it's only a little sediment left on a nerve or ín 
& gland; the Medical Discovery slides it 
right along, and you find quick happiness 
from the first bottle. Perhaps it's a big sedi- 
ment or open sore, well settled somewhere, 
ready to fight. The Medical Discovery 
begins the fight, and you think it pretty 
hard, but soon you thank me for making 
something that has reached your weak spot. 
Price $1.50. Sold by every Druggist in the 
United States and Canada. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 


Price, . "E . 10 cents. 


A VOLUME OF THE WRITINGS 


HORACE SEAVER. 


COMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 


This volume comprises some of the ablest and 
best editorials written by Mr. Beaver during the 
past forty-five years. It is neatly printed on 
cream-white paper, bound in cloth, and contains 
a fine likeness of the venerable editor of the 
Investigator. Every Liberal should hav this book 
in his home. It is now ready for delivery. 


Price, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 


- Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo. 1119Dp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLECTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Socicties. 
For Schools and the Home. 


COMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 


PnioE, . . . $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


How Can We be Saved? 


Was Jesus Supernaturally Conceived, 
and Did He Rise from 
the Dead? 


$100 Reward. 


For Sale at This Office. 


Paper, 10 cents. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K, INGALLS, 
Price, Cloth, . . $1.00, 


New Zdition, Revised (ad Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H, CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
. BOBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at 
this office. Price, 59 cents. 


AN EMBLEM OF 
Freedom, Progress, aa Reform. 


Represents the burning Torch of Reason, the 
rising Bun of Science, and the day of Free- 
thought, in con- 


trast with f the night 
and dark | S7 ness of 
Superi AN E Ty fion? and 
evolution ZAOUGHT"y S of the 
not P TT j from d 
ni of j 7 BU Persti- 
tion to A the day 
of Free » th ought, 
Scienre, wet and Rog: 
son. e : gn pa 
ented * Easy Feb. 24 
1885. We (PERS. WA Made 1 
two sizes; RAS j 0 
and small ER Ti 17 er model, 
of solid A ad - gold,rich- 
lyenam COSSBOUGHIET eled in 5 


colors. Most beautiful badge ever designed 
‘Price, 10kt, $3; 14kt, $4, 25: with Diamond in Sun 
$8 $10, $15. Smet model 10k, $2; 14kt, $2 75, £3 50 
unarme, both Fizes, $3, $4, $5, $6, $10, $15, $20, $35, 
Sent by registered mail and casn refunded at op- 


tion. : 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
JEWELER, ROCHELLE, ILL, 
fend for beautiful card in Colora and Gold. of 


badge, and descriptiv circulars of my famous 
“OTTO WETTSTEIN " Watch, tracts, eto. 


AGENTS WANTED: ar. SAMPLE Pr arem 


opportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 842 Krosdway, N. 


nere, 
TS pu. 
4| It. UA ^ 


AT THINE OWN HOME. 

Send 10 cents to Dr. R. P, Fellows, the noted 
specialist, for his Private Counselor —a valua- 
bie book for young and middle-aged men, suffer- 
ing from & Life-wasting Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, indiscretion, and excesses in 
maturer years. It sets forth an External Appli- 
Cation—A POSITIVE CURE, as it matters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress the doctor at Vineland, N. J, and say where 
you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WOBD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 

press. He has many testimonials to the value of 

his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—PFreethought. 


Liberal Meeting. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Fr ht Societies meeting regularly can 
han their gatherings advertised here free by for- 


warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club. N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock; at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
uresand discussions, The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall,177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
st. Newark: N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and ` 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch, 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 7:30. Lectures, debates, and discus- 

sions on all important secular subjects, Pres- 

ident Henry BIRD; Secretary, COBRA BELLE 
LAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 


tion 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P. M., ever 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat- 
form free, Charles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal Longue 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad an d 
Wood sts..at 2:80 and 7:80 P. M. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N. B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand atcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Seo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meots the first and fourth Bun 
days of esoh month at Independent Ohurch, a 
10:30 A.M. Free disoussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Tor TRUTH SEEKER and Investi. 
gator are solicited. R. G. Surra, Cor. Bez. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall), Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited, 


The Minncapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave., Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J. F. MAcomnnn, Pres.; LEROY BERRIER, Sec. 


Des Moines Secular Unten 
Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hal! 
Flynn block, B.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres, 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Megta every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8o'olook. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P. M. in the publio 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash.  Leot- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free, FRANE MORSE, Cor. Seo. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi- monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P. ., at Parris 

Hall. Everybodv invited. Mus. R. M. BERRA, 

Pres.: J. H. MoWILLIAMS, Reo. Sec. D 


he Walia Walls Lib ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 pm. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Leotures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Bec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash. meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
“Universal Mental Liberty." PD. E. Rion, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; Onmanrnrs SHEA, Seo. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY 
By Lupwia FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by George Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
^ 7 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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eus of the Geek. 


Tax Italian government being forced, by 
fear of papists at home and papal instigation 
of other nations to war against Italy, to levy 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, GODS AND RELIGIONS 


AND REFORMERS. | ANCIENT AND MODERN T Gons of Thought. — 
Biographies of 200 of the Leading Philosophers, Yol. I. dall LAND NE 2 all A i oe - : 


Teachers, Skeptics, In 3 ; 
few Bohoois of Tüousht Eminent Selen | eluding Jehovah, Batan, the Holy Ghost, | Ler us for fifty years study heredity, and 
. Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary; and the Bible. leave theology alone; and at the end of the 


tists, eto. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- Kite Mellziodds AN, Desoribes E milly alt five decades our doxology will be a victori. 


taxes that impoverish her masses, the pope leather, $4; Hor. f. 6. b. 8V0, 95 pp. Cloth, 88 per vol.; the ous beim over the vanquishing of Disease 
takes advantage of this to condole with the BY D. M. BENNETT 8 vols.» $5; leather, $7; mo- and e. Saladin. 


poverty-stricken, and has issued ten thousand 
soup-tickets in Rome. 


- Tue grip is abating. 


TYNDALL is 


danger- 
ously ill. 


Koow’s cure remains 
in disrepute. 


THE Farmers’ Alliance 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place: N. Y. 


rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT 
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THAT man, I think, has had a liberal edu. 


_ cation who has been so trained in youth that 


his body is the ready ser. 
vant of his will; whose 
intellect is a clear, cold 
logic engin; whose mind 
is stored with a knowl- 


edge of the great and 


fundamental truths of 


is organizing in Oregon. 


nature and of the laws 
of her operations; one 


who, no stunted ascetic, 


Tracy thinks of forbid- is full of life and fire, 
ding emigration to Amer- but whose passions are 
ica. trained to come to heel 


Tue latest Christ is 


Preacher Sheldon, of 


Missouri. 
Tur tariff making 


by a vigorous will, the 
servant of a tender con. 
science; who has learned 
to love all beauty, 
whether of nature or of 
art; to hate all violence, 


.Bugar free went into and to respect others as 
effect April ist. F Hua. 
ey. 


IT is stated that the 
Bible is read in 18,000 
out of 21,000 Pennsyl- 
„vania schools. 


Tar Massachusetts 
Senate has refused mu- 
nicipal woman suffrage 
by a vote of 22 to 9. 


BPRINSGFIELD, O., Prot- 
estants and Catholics are 
attempting union, and 
holding joint meetirgs. 


Tue Indians remain 
dissatisfied, and their 
condition continues un- 
settled by the govern- 
ment. Settlers fear out- 
breaks. General Miles 
says: ''This is not the 
last of the Indian wars. 
There will be many 
more. The same causes 
which produced this one 


And he arose, and did eat and drink 
Horeb the mount of God.—1 Kings xix, 8. 


Tat in the world ac- 
cessible to man's experi- 


ence no supernatural fact 
takes place is a truth 
which imposes itself 
more and more on the 
conscience of mankind. 
Men, nowadays, pray 


less and less; for they 
know that no prayer was 
ever effectiv. . . . 


ever there were a deity 
whose power was estab- 


ELIJAH EATS ENOUGH TO LAST HIM FORTY DAYS. 


will bring about others.” 


Tur ‘‘ manna? which fell from the sky in 
Asia Minor last August, and was baked into 
bread, has been identified as lichen by scien- 
tists. 


NesrasKa railway employees, fearing re- 
duction of wages, hav petitioned against the 
bill limiting freight rates which passed the 
legislature and awaits the governor’s signa- 
ture. 


A BREVISED call for a third party convention 
at Cincinnati May 19:h has been issued by 
the Farmers’ Alliance, inviting the American 
Federation of Labor, the Federation of Rail- 
way Employees, and the Nationalists. 


Tue struggle of the miners of the United 
States for eight hours began on the ist. At 
Mt. Pleasant, Pa., 500 strikers attempting to 
wreck property were fired on by 65 deputy 
sheriffs, and 10 were killed and 40 wounded. 


A New French law empowers courts, in 
certain offenses, to postpone sentences for 
first offenses five years in hope of reformation, 
and if there is no second Offense, the sentence 
is then void. Second offenses are to be 
visited with severity. 


AT Bt. Matthew’s church, Washington, 
D.C., on the 27th ult., Louis Dewees ascended 
the altar until in front of the figure of the 
crucifixion, when he faced the congregation, 
dashed down his coat and umbrella, and 
shouted, I am a disciple of the Lord Jesus 


n 
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Srecthinkers’ Almanar, 
1891. 


(E. M. 291.) 


WITH ILLUSTRATIONS." 


CONTENTS. 


„and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights, unto 


— AND — 


PAGE. PAGE. 


lished by documents ap- 
parently irrefutable, it 
was the goddess Rabbat 
Tanit, of Carthage. 
Nearly three thousand 
stelee ** bear-witness ” to 
vows made to that god- 
dess hav been excavated ; 
they are now, for the 
most part, preserved in 
the National Library at 
Paris. Each and all state 
that Rabbat Tanit heard 
the prayers addressed to her. These three 
thousand witnesses to a prayer having se- 
cured its object certainly deceived themselvs ; 
for, indeed, Rabbat Tanit, being a false deity, 
never could grant anyone’s prayer.—Renan, 


I Hoxok any man, anywhere, who, in the 
conscientious discharge of what he believes 
to be his duty, dares to stand alone. — Charles 
Sumner. 


I oannot forbear observing a fact which 
may be worth the attention of such as make 
human nature the object of their inquiry. It 
is certain that in every religion, however sub- 
lime the verbal definition it give of its divin- 
ity, many of the votaries—perhaps the great- 
est number—will still seek divine favor, not 
by virtue and good morals, which alone can 
be acceptable to a perfect being, but either 
by frivolous observances, by intemperate 
zeal, by rapturous ecstasies, or by the belief 
of mysterious and absurd opinions. The 
least part of the Sadder (an abridgment of 
the Zendavesta, in the modern Persian lan- 
guage), as well as of the Pentateuch, consista 
in precepts of morality; and we may also be 
assured that that part was always the least 
observed and regarded. When the old Ro- 
mans were attacked with a pestilence they 
never ascribed their sufferings to their vices, 
or dreamed of repentance and amendment. 
They never thought that they were the gen- 
eral robbers of the world, whose ambition 
and avarice made the earth desolate and re- 
duced opulent nations to want and beggary. 
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Christ. I hav come to save ye sinners.” He 
was confined. He had been reading the Bible 
closely for some time previous. 


Calendar for 1891, - 7- 


j Freethought in the United States. 
1890, - - - 2 17 


5 Side Lights on South Sea Missions. 


Ada Campbell Illustrated, - 53 They only created a dictator in order to drive 


a nail into a door, and by that means they 
thought that they had sufficiently appeased 
their incensed deity.— Hume, 


We are all short-sighted, and very often 
see but one side of the matter. Our views 
are not extended to all that has a connection 
with it. From this defect I think no man is 
free. We see but in part, and we know but 
in part; and, consequently, it is no wonder 
we conclude not right from our partial views. | = 


Disadvantages of Specialism in 
the Advocacy of Reform. A. B. 
Bradford,  - E - a — 72 


A Rome dispatch says that additional anti- 
clerical laws hav gone into effect, suppressing 
religious guilds and fraternities and abolish- 
ing Chaplains in hospitals, asylums, and pris- 
ons. The 5 300 masses celebrated in Rome 

- each Sunday hav been reduced to 800, and 
152 churches will be closed and their altars |: 
demolished. The pictures and statues, ex- 

: cept some reserved for public galleries, will 
be gold at auction. 
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i Story of the Year Abroad, - - 35 


: Some Alaskan Myths. Ida C. Crad- 
dock, Corresponding Secretary of 
the American Secular Union. Illus- 
trated, - - - - 
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Shoutin’ Joe. Watson Heston. Illus 
trated, - - - 2 8 


Anent Spooks: Where are They? Gaining Ground in England, 
Thaddeus B, Wakeman, - 

This might instruct the proudest esteemer of 
his own parts how useful it is to talk and 
consult with each other, even such as come 
short of him in capacity, quickness, and pen- 
etration ; for, since nO one sees all, and we 
generally hav different prospects of the same 
thing according to our different, ag I may 
say, positions to it, it is not incongruous to 
think, nor beneath any man to try, whether 
another may not hav notions of things which 
hav escaped him, and which his reason would 
make use of if they came into his mind.— 

ocke. 


Where the Roman Catholics Got 
a Litany, - - 8 8 
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In resentment of the New O:leans lynching 
Italy last week recalled her minister at Wash- 
ington, Baron Fava, as though contemplating 
war, but Premier Rudini now cables pacific 
sentiments. He urges, however, that the} 
lynchers be punished. Thegovernorof Louis- ; 
fana after a week's delay replied to Secretary | 
Blaine with a bare statement of previously 
known facts, expressing no regret and giving 
no assurance that the lynchers will be pun. 
ished. The letter disappointed the state de- ; 
partment and incensed Italians. Catholics; 
resent this remark by Mayor Shakspeare of 
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New Orleans about Father Manoritta, editor 
of the Gazetta Cattolica, the Italian paper of 
that city: “I can tell you that the Italian 
consul is himself in pretty bad company, At 
least so I am told. That little priest—what's 
his name ? —Manoritta, is a bad man.” 
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right, loving my neighbor as myself, helping 
my fellow-man along the rugged road of life, 
simply from a love of doing these things for 
their own sake, and not because he fears eter- 
nal torture in hell and hopes for a reward of 
a golden crown in heaven !— Thomas Paine. 
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Gales and Clippings. 


„Ir you want to grow rich,” said an aged 
thinker to a business man who was about to 
start a factory, make it a rule to giv the 
largest possible amount of goods of the best 
possible quality for the least possible sum of 
money." The business man took the advice, 
and it worked so well that he soon bought 
out the factory of a rival, whose rule had 
been to get the largest possible sum of money 
for the least possible amount of goods of the 
poorest possible quality. 


Tug New Orleans Picayune says: Vital 
to the Christian religion as is the fact of the 
birth and ministration of its founder, it is 
inconceivably more important to hold. to the 
fact of his resurrection after death. That is 
the foundation stone of the church. The 
resurrection must be accepted as a fact. 
There can be no question that this is the po- 
sition taken by the founders of Christianity, 
nor any shadow of doubt that this is the 
point of attack selected by the shrewdest 
opponents of Christianity to-day. Huxley and 
Ingersoll, et id genus omne, strike straight at 
this every time. And here is where the New- 
tons and MacQuearys and Lyman Abbotts 
are doing the religion that they profess to 
believe and to teach the greatest possible 
harm. In giving away the fact for which 
Easter stands, they cut the cable of faith 
that anchors the church to certitude, and 
allow her to drift hopelessly into the breakers 
of speculation on the sands of doubt.” 


Srupious Yours writes to ask what induced 
the whale to eliminate Jonah from his inter- 


nal economy: Maybe the gleeful boy consid- 
ers this a joke, but we do not, and neither 
would Jonah if the question were submitted 
to him. On entering the domain of specula- 
tion upon the question a number of good and 
valid reasons for the eccentricity of the levia- 
than present themselvs. Perhaps Jonah tried 
to emoke a cigaret; peradventure he whis- 
tled a couple of bars of Annie Rooney;” 
maybe he slapped the fish on the liver and 
asked him if he was having much fun;” he 
might hav claimed that his stateroom was too 
close to the boiler; maybe he recited Ost- 
ler Joe? and made the whale sick; like 
enough he refused to tip the waiters and got 
starved out. Should none of these sugges- 
tions commend themsel vs to our juvenil inter- 
locutor he might obtain further information 
by communication with the fish editor of the 
New York Tribune —8t. Paul Pioneer Press. 


Mss. Many Lease, of Kansas, the heretical 
lady who has made a national reputation for 
herself in her support of the Farmers’ Alliance, 
addressed an audience of good size at Music 
Hall yesterday afternoon. Here is a repre- 
sentativ bunch of some of her sayings: '*I 
defy any Republican or Democrat to giv & 
reason why he is a Democrat or Republican 
except that his daddy was one." ‘‘The men 
who hovered near the Canadian line and 
never smelled war in all their cowardly lives 
are the men who hav kept the North and 
South apart.“ Which is the worst, the 
black slavery of the past or the white slavery 
of the present?" ‘‘The West and South are 
two peas in the same pod.“ Republicans 
always say that Democrats are corrupt, and 
should hav no place on the face of the earth. 
Democrats say the same thing of the Repub- 


licans. We will satisfy both of them by tak- 
ing charge ourselvs.” The difference be- 
tween the two dominant parties is that one is 
in and the other wants to get in.“ We 
asked for the earth in Kansas, aud we nearly 
gotit.” The Alliance plow is strong enough 
to turn a furrow and hide both of the old 
parties from the light of day.“ Kansas City 
Times. 


Jonn BrisBeN WAI RR, editor of the Cos 
mopolitan Magaeine, delivered before the 
Seminarians at the Washington Catholic 
University on the 18th ult., an address which 
is creating much remark. He himself, he 
said, was a strict Catholic, and it was with 
the utmost reverence for the church that he 
called to account some of its priesthood for 
their disposition to toady to the wealthy for 
the sake of policy. He opened his broad. 
side by saying that fully one-half of the 
sins revealed in the confessional, or that 
were kept from the confessional, were the 
direct result of either extreme poverty 
or of great wealth; that the clergy of the 
church were getting too much within the 
influence of the rich and too far away 
from the poor. If the clergy preferred 
to enjoy the luxuries of life, to become port- 
ly, well-fed gentlemen, their ministrations 
were practically useless, because they were 
then out of the reach of the people. In 
the Middle Ages, Mr. Walker said, it 
was common for weak bishops and other 
priests of the church to stand at the portals 
of the castle and chant in holy forms the 
praises of the mailed robber baron as he re- 
turned with his retainers laden with ill-gotten 
booty, and so now, he added, it is too often 
the case that the clergy are eager to sing the 


praises and to win the favor of the robber 
baron, the millionaire of the present day. 


A DisrATroꝝ from Ottawa on the 5th in- 
stant to the daily press says: '* Canada may 
now hav on her hands a big religious fight, aa 
well asa politics] one, over the Manitoba school 
act. Cardinal Taschereau and the entire 
Roman Catholic hierarchy hav entered upon 
a war against it, and in all their churches to- 
day a joint mandement signed by them was 
read. The act in question prohibits religious 
instruction in public schools in Manitoba, 
making them all non-sectarian as in the 
United States, and was passed by the legis- 
lature of Manitoba. The hierarchy insists 
that the government of Canada must veto the 
act, aud the result of the mandement must be 
to form Canadian Catholics into an almost 
compact body in support of this course. 
Catholic members of the new parliament will 
be largely influenced by the mandement, and 
in view of the reduced majority for the gov- 
ernment at Ottawa the situation in which Sir 
John will find himself cannot fail to be 
critical, for it will become a question of ex- 
pediency, and while the people of Manitoba 
claim the right to manage their own affairs, 
and the Protestant electors as a rule through- 
out Canada take the same stand, and while 
the Roman Catholic church on the other hand 
hold that the act is a violation of vested and 
sacred rights, Sir John will certainly count 
noses and decide upon the course that will 
expose him to the least possible loss of sup- 
port. Only a few weeks remain of the period 
within which the act may be disallowed at 
Ottawa. Sir John’s friends here think he may 
evade the question by referring the constitu- 
tionality of the act to the supreme court.” 
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‘Canada—The Coming Issue. 


Annexation of Canada to the United States ap- 
pears to be daily increasing in probability and near- 
ness. The event will.be in importance to this nation 
—in pregnancy of effect on its future—secarcely ges- 
ond to gny that has taken place during its existence. 
It will be of especial consequence aud interest to 
Freethinkers. In Taz Trova SERERER we hav from 
time to time given paviioulara as to our northern 
neighbor. Desiring, however, that what we believe 
to be the coming issue par excellence—the vital 
theme of conversation for some decades next—be 
made still more fully familiar to the Freethinkers of 
America, and ambitious to maintain a reputation of 
being the first to post our pairons on the outlook of 
the hour, we hav prosecuted some considerable re- 
searobes into the subject, and take pleasure in gub- 
mitting the results. 

HIBTORY AND GOVERNMENT. 

The country entitled the Dominion of Canada 
differs widely in extent from the provinee go known 
before 1867. Previous to that date ihe name of 
Canada designated e territory of but moderate pro- 
portions—about 1,400 miles in length and 200 to 
400 miles in width, the area being about 331.220 
miles. Alongside of it lay the independent British 
provinces of Nova Ssotis, New Brunswick, Prince 
Edward Island, and Newisundland, while beyond it 
to the north and west lay the vast region known 88 
the British Northwest Territory, abandoned to the 
Hudson's Bay Oompany. Now, however, the Do- 
minion of Osnada comprehends nearly the whole cf 
the sections just named. Other changes hav been 
made. From the wide extent of the Northwest Ter- 
ritory two strips, British Columbia and Manitoba, 
hav been subtracted, and erected into separate 
provinces. The names of Upper and Lower Canada 
hav been changed to Ontario and Quebec. The 
Dominion now siretehes seross the continent from 
the Atlantio to the Pacifio ocean and embraces an 
area of about 3,500,000 square miles, surpassing the 
3,026 494 square -miles of the United States if 
Alaska be excluded. 

The federated Dominion contains about four mill- 
ion three hundred thousand inhabitants, exelusiv of 
the Indians of the Northwest Territory. Ontario 
and Quebec are the most populous members of the 
federation, and they are the ones that hay made such 
trouble in the past as to hav induced perpetusl 
changes of government in the effort to keop them in 
peace. The great body of the Protestants inhabit 
Ontario. The Roman Oatholics, numbering about 
one and one-half million, dwell chiefly in Quebec. 
The latest exact enumerations are as follows: In 
1870 the four originai provinces of Ontario, Quebec, 
New Brunswick, and Nove Scotia, 3 484 924. In 
1870, Manitoba, 11,953 In 1871, British Columbia, 
50.000. In 1871, Northwest Territory, 28,700. 
Total of Dominion in 1871. 3 575.577. Total of 
Indians in 1871, 86,543 In 1861 there were in the 


four provinces of Onterio, Quebec, New Brunswick, 


and Nova Scotia, 1 372 913 Roman Catholics, 471 946 
Presbyterians, 465,572 Anglicans, 431 927 Wesleyans 
and Methodists, 189 080 Baptiste, 29,651 Lutherans, 
and 17,757 Oongregationaliate. 

On the cession of Canads to Great Britain in 1763, 
the provines.of Lower Canada, as it was then called, 
was allowed a licence rare in that intolerant age, in 
privileges permitted ita OCatholie religion. Farther, 
and, itis now said by Protestants, unwise, powers 
were given that faith by the Quebea Act” of 1774. 
Thus Quebec has continued under a hierarchical 
sway that has kept it markedly distinct in creed and 


general sentiment from its sister provinces, and it has 


been the leaven that has kept the whole ccuntry 
about it in s ferment of dissension for s century. In 
the first decade of the present century trouble kad 
already made its appearance, in vehement opposition 
throughout Lower Canada to publie edueation, which 
Parliament wished to establish. Sectarian antago- 
nism continued activ up to 1841, but it was, however, 
secondary during thia pericd to race and commercial 
hostility. These differences combined brought mst- 
ters fo such a pass that in 1841 it was admitted on 
all sides that Upper snd Lower Oanada could not 
exist side by side under separate provincial govern. 
ments. The expedient was then tried of uniting 
them under one government. Tha union which was 
thus formed might hav prospered, and the English 
and French hav gradually coslesced into one harmo- 


nious people, bub for the difficulty which difference | 


of religion now threw in the way. The constitution 
of this union had succeeded in adjusting commercial 
and all other points in such a way as to secure fair 
satisfaction on both sides, but on the one rock of re- 
ligion this promising embarkation was wrecked. The 
religious contention tock the form of a fight over 
religion in education. The difference between the 
character, sentiments, and views of British Upper 
Canada and French Lower Oanada,” says one go- 
count, “was displayed especially on the subject of 
education. The majority of the Upper Provinces 
was in favor of free. non-sectarian schools, under 
governmental and municipal control; the majority of 
the Lower Province, or at least the hierarchy that 


controled tha mejority, contended for sectarian 
schools, under ecolesiastical supervision. : 
There was continuous battle and legislation over the 
school question for years. The endeavor to unité 
the provinces educationally, as they were politically, 
was frustrated by the influence broughé to bear by 
the hierarchy on the French Canadian and Catholic 
representative, who, though in a minority, were, 
owing to party divisions among the British and 
Protestant representative, enabled to throw their 
support on the side of the party in power, and thus 
exercise à control on legislation. The sectional 
strife produced such bitter feeling, and such frequent 
ministerial crises, ss to make government almost im- 
possible. At length, in 1864, the leading men of all 
parties stopped to consider seriously the position.” 
In the language of another deseriber, mattera were 
brought practically to a deadlock.” A proposal was 
now made te substitute a federal, instead of a legis- 
lativ, union. Mary in the British oud Protestant 
provinces of Upper Oanada, Nova Sectia, and New 
Brunswick would hav preferred to continue a legisla- 
tiv union, but Lower Canads stood in the way. 
„Her leaders," says a writer in Macmillan’s Maga- 
zine, “would hav nothing but a federal union whieh 
should giv to the local legislature, where the French 
and Catholic element would be all-predominant, the 
guardianship of her peculiar institutions.” The 
work of constituting a federal union, “similar,” ii 
was provided, “in principle to that of the United 
Kirgdom,” was now prosecuted. The union was 
consummated in 1871. Thus, as at present copsti- 
tuted, the Dominion of Canada has a central gov- 
ernment at Ottawa, and is composed of the provinces 
of Nova Ssotia (including Oape Breton), New Bruns- 
wick, Prince Edward Island, Quebes, Ontario, Mani- 
toba, British Columbis, and the Northwest Territory. 
Newfoundland stil remains without the confedera- 
tion, and directly subject to the British government. 
Its legislature declared in favor of joining the Do- 
minion, but the people in November, 1869, voted 
against it by a large majority. The federal govern- 
ment consists of the queen, the Senate, and the 
House of Commons. The queen is represented by 
the governor. general, who is paid by Canada a salary 
of $50,000 s year. He has his persons! staff and is 
aided and advised by a council, called the queen's 
privy council of Canada, thirteen members corstitut- 
ing the ministry, who must be sustained by a parlia- 
mentary msjority. The English model is exacily 
followed. The provinces sre miniature copies of the 
Dominion government. Each has a lieutenant- 
governor, and each has an electiv assembly, which 
assembly in most cases has two houses. 


THE PROTESTANT PROVINOE. 


The province of Ontario is as hopelessly sunk in 
Protestant ignorance and bigotry as ‘Q.asbes in Ro- 
man Catholic. The capital city of this province, 
Toronto, is spread over a very large area, yet ib per- 
mits no horse ears to run on Sunday. There are no 
Sunday newspapers. All business is stopped on the 
Sabbath. One would imagi», on listening. to the 
Protestants of the Dominion, that the Catholics are 
the only offenders in the article of intolerance. Yat 
the complainers themselvs are equally guilty in big- 
otry and barbarism. Most Freethinkers will reenil 
the violent handling experienced in 1888 by a Lib- 
eral lecturer at Grand Manan, New Brunewick, in 
which attempts were made that might hav resulted 
in his death. A short time ago copies of Paine's 
“Age of Resson” were seized by the customs officers 
at Toronto and Montreal, and it wes declared that 
the book could not be imported into Canada, as if 
is “immoral and obscene.” Freethought is well-nigh 
unheard of throughout the Protestant as well as 
the Catholie portions of Oanada. The Protestants 


exclaim against Catholicism in schools, yet insist 


thet their own sectarianism be there inculcated. In 
Ontario the publis schools are avowedly Protestant, 
and in management connected with the Protestant 
clergy. The best satisfaction got by the Catholies 
in this province is that they are not compelled to 
send their children to these publie Protestant 
schools, but sre suffered to support separate schools 
of their own faith if they wish. The extent to 
whioh the dominant sect here imposes its exercises 
upon the common schools, may be seen from the 
words used by Charles Dadley Warner, a late trav. 
eler through the region: “In Ontario the Christian 
religion is fundamental in the educational system.” 
The mandatory regulations of the provincial Assem- 
bly are of this nature: Every public and high school 
shall be opened daily with the reading of the script- 
ures and the Lord’s prayer, or the prayer authorized 
by the department of education. A volume of 
scripture selections made up by clergymen of the 
various denominations on the Bible may be used, in 
the discretion of the trustees, who may also order 
the repeating of the Ten Commandments in the 
school at least once s week. Olergymen of any de- 
nomination, or their authorized representative, shall 
hav the right to giv religious instruction to pupils 
of their denomination in the school-house at least 
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THE OATHOLIO PROVINOE. 

We now come to view the provinee which is ac- 
corded at Rome thet distinction in North America 
which smong European nations is expressed by the 
envied designation, “the eldest son of the church.” 
“The province of Quebee, says Charles Lindsey, 
“ig now among the most demonstrativ in its obe- 
dience to Rome.” 

Favorers of Oanada desire to hav it pass that 
that land has in none of its provinces what is 
esiied a stata ehureh, or an established church. 
Ti has not, to be sure, in certain senses of the 
phrases; but it has in Quebec what practically 
amounts to such an institution. Says one report: 
“The Vatican is the real ruler of Canada Hast 
[Qaebec]. Says the Episcopal bishop Usher, of 
Montreal: “In the province of Quebec the church 
of Rome is practically the state church.” Says Pro- 
fessor Goldwin Smith, of Toronto: “The chureh in 
French OCansda is virtually established.” In the 
provines the priest meddles with the private daily 
life of all his parishioners, and exercises a away 88 
sutooratio ag that of his medieval predecessor in 
Europe. Any peasant who fails to secure his good- 
will becomes subject to a general dislike and perse- 
evtion as effectual to coerce conformity and submis- 
sion as were the methods of the state churches of 
the Middle Ages. It was in Quebec that, not many 
years ago, Bibles disbursed to the nativa by Prot- 
sstant colporteurs were wrenched from their owners 
by priestly hands and publicly burnt. The Roman 
Oztholic church was given, a century ago, authority 
to. collect by law tithes from every adherent of its 
faith, and the right also to levy the additional taxes 
called “fabrique” for ecclesiastical edifices, including 
churches, priests’ houses, etc. It was empowered 
to order ihe metes and bounds of parishes. “The 
Quebec act,” which conferred these powers, “is now 
seen,“ says an Ottawa correspondent, “to hav been 
a fatal mistake.” 

The wealth of the Roman Catholie church in the 
province of Quebec slone has by one calculator been 
estimated at $80,000,000. This is made up of nine 
hundred churches, valued at $37,000,000; nine hun- 
dred parsonsges, together with the palaces of the 
cardinal and the archbishops, whose value is 
$900,000 ; twelve seminaries worth $600,000 ; seven- 
teen classical eolleges, $850,000; two hundred and 
fifty-nine bosrding-schools and academies, $6,000, 
000; eighty convents, $4 000.000 ; sixty-eight hospi- 
tals and asylums, $4 000,000, and two million one 
hundred and seventeen thousand acres of land, the 
gift of the state in 1857. The yearly revenue is 
estimated by the Rev. J. R. Black, of Barrie, Ontario, 
at $8,000,000, as follows: Two hundred thousand 
farms under cultivation giving & total yield of thirty- 
one million two hundred and eighty thousand 
bushels, whose value is $18 000, 000, and upon which 
the church tithe is $700,000; taxes on families not 
possessing land, $300,000; pew rents, fees for mar- 
riages, baptisme, funerals, and masses, $2,000,000; 
voluntary gifts, legacies, income from land owned by 
the church, $3,000,000; taxes for the maintenance 
and construction of ecclesiastical edifices, $2,000,000. 
These items do not include the wealth of the numer- 
ous ecclesiastical orders, and it is known that some 
of these are very rich. The Sulpicians own some of 
the most valuable business property in Montreal, and 
their wealth perhaps exceeds that of any corporation 
on the continent. 

A later computation, however, declares that the 
holdings of the church and her orders, including 
sacred edifices, priests’ houses, bishops’ residences, 
convents, seminaries, hospitals, with the real 
estate attached to-these structures, and in the form 
of farm, town, and city property, amount to between 
$90,000,000 and $110,000,000. By the same calcula- 
tion it is estimated that the revenue from all sources, 
including tithes, fabrique taxes, sacramental fees, or- 
dinary dues, pew rents, revenue from real property, 
from mortgages, and general investments, amounts to 
not less than $10,000,000, and probably more than 
$12 000,000. The hardship of so heavy a tax as this 
on the scanty substance of the French Canadian 
peasant, is very great. It keeps him in deprivation, 
without any of the modern appliances of luxury or 
art or civilization, and without books or papers even 
if he were in rare cases disposed toward these latter. 

The grinding oppression of the clergy of France 
before the Revolution is commonly pointed to as an 
extreme illustration of priestly rapacity and impover- 
ishment of their charges, yet the clergy of Quebec 
outdo their prototypes across the ocean. The prop- 


‘erty of the church in France just before the Rev- 


olution &mounted to four milliards of franos 
and the annual revenue to 200,000 000°., or $41,000,- 
000. There was a population of 27,000,000 to sup- 
port tha burden by paying $1 50 apiece; while in 
Quebec it is borne by 1,000000 persons, who are 
obliged to pay from $10 to $12 each. A comparison 
between the hierarchy in France and that in Quebeo 
having been made in the article of revenue, we may 
add one made in point of numerousness. There 
were in France before the Revolution, according to 


once a week. The historical portions of the Bible | Taine and Debos, 18 archbishops and 113 bishops; 


are to be given with more fulness than the othere. 


28 religious communities, inhabiting 24,089 convents ; 


60,000 members of the regular clergy and 70,000 of 
the seeular clergy. This gave 1 cleric to every 200 
persons in the population of 27,000,000; bus in Qae- 
bee there are 9,076 priests or others dependent on 
the church, which mskes 1 for every 130 persons, or 
for every 26 families. Were the clergy of the United 
States in the same proportion to the laity as they are 
in Quebec, their number would be 480,619. The 
burden,” says a traveler, “is heavy on land that is 
tco cold for the highest productivness.” The same 
writer remarks that “the traveler down the St. Law- 
rence sees how the interests of religion are empha- 
sized in the large churches raised in the midst of 
humble villages.” This peculiarity was also remarked 
by Mr. Godkin, of the New York Post and Nation, in 
his trip: The size and costliness of their churches 
are generally, judged by the American standard, 
amazingly out of proportion to the means and num- 
bers of the worshipers. In New Hngland one rarely 
finde, out of the large towns, churches of half the 
size, or costing half as much, as one is almost sure to 
meet with in the smallest Canadian village. We 
found in perhaps the poorest parish in the province, 
which for eight months of the year has no commu- 
nication with the civilized world without a four days 
journey through the wilderness, a lofty stone 
church, one hundred and fifty feet long by seventy 
broad, with a large vestry in the rear. The number 
of families which can reach it in winter, in fiae 
wanther, does not, we are assured, exceed three bun- 
dred.” In Montreal, among a population notable for 
lack of wealth, there is now being built a cathedral 
one-third the size of Si. Peter's. 

The tithes being leviable on cereals, the farmers 
attempted to escape them by changing to the culti- 
vation of peas, but tha church wisely declared that 
pers was cereals. This was several years ago; a 
later proceeding of the same nature comes to us in 
a dispatch of October 19, 1890: 

A change in the tithe system has been made by Mgr. 
Lafleche, bishop of the diocese of. Three Rivers, in his letter 
read in all the churches of that diocese. The change, though 
apparently insignificant, means 8 revolution to the farmer. 
In the past the tithes were collected by the curés on grain 
only, the twenty-sixth bushel being given to the parish 
priest. There came a time when this contribution was deemed 
insufficient, and an ordinance was issued making it compul- 
sory for all families not growing grain to pay $2 per year, 
and all other communicants not farmers, such as Clerks, serv- 
ants, etc., were required to pay $1 each per annum. The 
bishop says that both of these are now insufficient, and that 
the majority of the parish priests are unable to liv, owing 
to the fact that by far the largest area of the diocese has 
been given over to hay-growing, which was considered most 
profitable, and on which no tithes were paid. The bishop 

says that, from the present, all farmers and others raising 
hay within the limits of the diocese must pay to the curés 
seven and a half cents on every one hundred or $7 50 on 
every one thousand bundles of hay. This contribution will 
hav to be paid in money. It will hav to be paid in the time 
intervening between Ash Wednesday and Easter. 

The bishop states that the faithful who do not pay this 
supplementary contribution will be guilty of larceny in keep- 
ing that which does not belong to them. This increased 
contribution, his lordship says, will enable the curés to liv 
as they should, and to exercise the charity which they must 
toward the church. The tithes heretofore existing were col- 
lectable by law, so that it is probable that an amendment 
will be asked to the civil code giving this extra contribution 
the force of law. : 

It is eminently. characteristic of this Roman Cath- 
olio civilization that festivals in general are controled 
by the church, and made either religious or gemi- 
religious in both their aims and their ceremonies. 
A crafty priest said to a traveler, with a shrewd 
smile, Our people don't enjoy holidays unless the 
church assists them ;” and his statement summarizes 
the national custom. The chief national civic festi- 
val, the Saint Jean Baptiste, is made semi-religious ; 
the chief religious festival, the Féte-Dieu, or Corpus 
Christi, is made semi-civic; and the purely political 
holiday, Dominion Day, the 34 of July, set apart to 
celebrate the federation of the provinces and the 
foundation of the nation, receives no hearty support 
from the church or marked attention from her flock. 

The schools of Quebec are conducted by nuns and 
friars, and impart scarcely anything beyond a knowl- 
edge of the catechism. “The public schools of 
Quebec province,” says a report, "especially in the 
country, giving special attention to the interest the 
church regards ss the highest, do little to remove 
the ignorance of the French peasant.” One corre- 
spondent asserts that twelve in thirteen French 
Osnadians cannot read or write. Be this estimate 


excessiv or not, it is certain that the proportion of. 


illiteracy is very large. 
The French Canadian peasant, or habitant, as he is 
often called, presents in the midst of the American 
continent to-day an exact duplication of the benighted 
denizen of medieval Europe. “The prayer-book,” 
says Dr. Prosper Bender in the Magazine of Amer- 
ican History, “constitutes the whole of his reading 
in case that he is able to read. He pays no atien- 
tion to government, and knows literally nothing of 
the outside world. He leaves to the priest of his 
village the conduct not only of ecclesiastical affairs 
but of those civil transactions that are everywhere 
else accounted quite without clerical purview. When 
pestilence or famin appear, he prays to ssints, or 
perhaps clerics move sbout the vicinity in processions 
` bearing holy insignia. The habitant combats the 
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say a short prayer. 
painted black, below which is the sprig of blessed 
palm in a small bottle or vase, denitier, containing 
holy water, and close by is the religious calendar of 
the diocese. 
part in the religious ceremonies of the household, 
around it chistering beliefs of impressiv character. 
It is credited with the power of exorcising the evil 
one snd preventing a stroke of lightaing to the house. 
It is renewed each Palm Sunday, the old twig being 
earefully burnt. All houses are blessed by the euró 
about the time of their completion, while as soon as 
the walls are raised, a few bunches of palm, which 
they call le bouquet, are attached to the chimney or 
a gable, snd a gun is fired by way of salute. 
processions of the Host meet with the reverence and 
prostrations of centuries ago. The Host, most 
know, is a wafer made of whesten flour and water; 
according to the Catholic church, prayers said over 
ib at mass induce a miracle, by which the wafer is 
changed, truly, really, and substantially,” into the 
astual bedy of Christ. 
bearing it passes, everyone falls on his knees and 
bows low; it seems as if some magie spell sweeps 
along the street and mows people down just where it 
finda them—in the house, on the walk, or in the mud. 
One visitor cannot repress his surprise at “seeing 
how this Catholic people mingle their religion with 


over it three times. 
hav been taken as 8 sign of uncanny relations. 


" 


potato bug by sticking wooden crosses in his fields. 
He crosses himself before beginning or completing 
almost any act, and stops work three times a day to 
Above his bed is a wooden cross 


This twig of palm plays an important 


The 


Wherever the procession 


their daily duties and pleasures—at their frequent 


visits to the church, pilgrimages to shrines, the wear- 
ing of religious charms, the asking for blessings on 
their possessions and enterprises, their belief in mir- 
aoles, their fear of a personal devil, their enlisting 
the saints £o combat his witcheries.” 
journalist C. H. Farnham, exploring these regions in 
the interest of Harper’s Magazine, communicates to 
that periodical this amusing incident : 


The artist and 


While conversing with the people I was in the habit of 
taking notes, as I had done elsewhere in my travels. But 
here this custom appeared to excite suspicion, so that I was 
often received with coldness and restraint. The ex- 
planation was subsequently given me, partly by acquaint- 
ances who knew the people, and partly by knowledge of the 
people's history, traditions, and superstitions. . . . 
Many of them believe that any man who has their names or 
iheir portraits can command their persons through occult 
forces. Seeing me write often had thus given them very 
grave apprehensions. Then they generally believe in witch- 


‘craft, and one of the means for warding off spells is to place 


the thumb of each hand in the palm And close the fingers 
My habit of coddling my thumbs may 


It is to be expected that the immorality which 


elsewhere invariably accompanies unhindered eccle- 
siastioal rule, will likewise be found to attend the 
priestly régime of Quebec. At the time of this 


writing a daring curé of the parish of St. Henri, 


near Montreal, has just created a genuin sensation 


throughout the province by his exposure of the im- 
morality of its people. The most casual observer, 
says this priest, cannot fail to be struck with the 
increasing immorality in the province of Quebec, 
much of which may be traced to the effects of early 
intemperance. In the city of Montreal alone there 
are over seven hundred licensed taverns, besides any 
number of unlicensed groggeries and gilded palaces 
of sia. In the French-Canadian country parishes, 
where the spirituous liquor most extensivly used is 
“whisky blanc, or high wines slightly reduced by 
water, drunkenness prevails to an alarming extent, 
even among young men still in their teens. An im- 
mense amount of villaincusly bad liquor, illicitly dis- 
tilled in concealed shanties in the backwoods, is con- 
stantly upon the market. The last report of the 
minister of justice shows a startling increase in the 
census of the criminal classes, and the warden of 
the provincial penitentiary at St. Vincent de Paul 
reports that “the steady progression of crime ob- 
served for many years past has received no abate- 
ment during last year," and that “the total number 
of prisoners received in the penitentiary for the year 
1889 was one hundred and thirty-four, showing an 
increase of twenty-six over the number received for 
the preceding year.” The many lying-in hospitals 
and institutions for the reception of illegitimate 
children bell but a portion of the story. Ose ma- 
ternity hospital in Montreal had between three hun- 
dred and four hundred patients last year, and the 
hospital of the Sacre Cour at St. Sauveur, near 
Quebec, which is in charge of nuns, has recently had 
to be enlarged, though a large five-story institution. 
It is a home for foundlings, who are received nightly 
in a basket placed at the door, where those who 
bring them deposit them without fear of discovery, 
and leave them to the care of the Sisters, after ring- 
ing s bell to announce a new arrival. French oaths, 
that translated into English would not be tolerated 
in any decent society, are freely used by both men 
and women in the highest social circles of French 
Canada. 

Montreal, though the capital of this province and 
the farthest removed from penury of all this priest- 


consumed couniry, is yet a city deficient beyond an 


American imagination in civil, social, aad literary life. 


It is, says Mr. Farnham, “almost without social 


activities. 
tinues this describer, are not s prominent interest 
in Montreal life. 
chief book center of Canada, 
of Roman Oatholic education, 
does not possess a public general library, excepting 
the Frazer Institute, just struggling into existence; 
the libraries of individual institutions do not cover 
well any other topics than theology and civil law. 
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organization, lacking sosial leaders, amusements of 
worth, intellectual, scientific, and artistic centers and 


Intellectual interests,” con- 
Montreal is ssid to be the 
it is a center 


but the city 


. . The press of Montreal is very much ham- 


pered by the constant necessity of being politic in a 
sharply divided community. Music suffers from the 
disfavor with which the churches regard the drama ; 
for without successful theaters or an opera an orches- 
tra cannot be maintained, and the art thus lacks its 
chief means of expression.” 
concludes this writer, “the capital of a theocracy 
overgrowing democracy.” 
gigantic monasteries. 
by building first of all a monastery big enough to 
contain the entire community; and to-day the same 
ratio holds, for the largest edifices of the oity are 
convenis. 
growth is this ecclesiastic element. 
per cent of the property pays no taxes; many reiig- 
ious corporations manufacture various articles and 
make a ruinous competition with the working 
classes; aud much of the land is locked up in relig- 
ious orders that will neither sell nor improve it. 


Montreal ig, in short, 


The city is full of 
Indeed, the city was founded 


The chief obstruction to the city’s 
About twenty 


Such are some of the aspects of this dark province 


of Quebec, said to be actually haunted by the devil 
and his spirits, and defended by God and his angels ; 
with miracles of daily occurrence; the air full of 
legends and superstitions, as well as of religious 
zeal.” 


UN-AMERIOAN DOOTRINS. 

Notice is to be taken that the whole pretensions 
and spirit of the Roman Catholic church in Canada 
are more undisguisedly intolerant and more impu- 
dently presumptuous than in almost auy other coun- 
try. While in lands where ignorance and docility 
are less that church veils her foul designs and modi- 
fies her public expressions, in Canada she is not 
afraid to publish the extremest of her sentiments. 
It will be well for Americans to scrutinize such of 
her utterances as we giv following. That party in 
the church which aims to giv absolute power to the 
pope and take all its commands direct from Rome, 
called the Ultramontane party, has within the last 
half century obtained in Oanada ascendency over 


the more moderate ecclesiastica] wing. This Ultra- 


montane movement is led in Canada by a society of 
fanatical propagandists called the “New School.” 
This New Szhool “approves everything the pope 
approver, and condemns everything that the pope 
condemns; consequently it rejects tibera'ism, philos- 
ophy, Cx:arism, rationalism, indiffsrence? It is the 
glory of this school to follow in every particular the 
teaching of Rome, and to prove its sincarity by itg 
acts. Bishop Bourget, the head of the Nsw School, 
laid it down that “No one is permitted to be free in 
his religious and political opinions.” Abbe Páquef, a 
professor in the University of Laval, Quebec, teaches 
that “man has neither the right nor the liberty to 
refuse to believe, or to choose between the different 
religions; that "religious toleration is a gross 
error, a blasphemy, and an impiety ;’ that “ every- 
where and at all times the principle of religious or 
dogmatic intolerance will remain master of the posi- 
tion, because it is the truth, and truth is indestrue- 
tible and eternal.” A government, he says, cannot 
proclaim civil liberty of worship without usurping a 
right that does not belong toit. In perfect accord 
with this are the writings of Father Breün, a Jesuit 
priest of Montreal. It is customary,” he says, “to 
regard Protestantism as s religion which has its 
rights. This is an error. Protestantism is not 4 
religion; Protestantiam has not a single right. It 
possesses the force of seduction. It is a rebellion in 
triumph ; it is an error which flatters human nature. 
Error can hav no rights; rebellion can hav no 
rights. Neither error nor rebellion can dispense 
with the obligation to perform a duty. Rebellion 
has a strict duty to fu‘fiil; this duty is to repent, to 
come back; submission to the church.” 

The writers of this New School hav declared mar- 
riage performed by civil authorities alone to be void. 
“Some very serious practical results," says Charles 
Lindsey, * would follow application of this principle 
to the marriage relation. It would compel thousands 
of husbands to separate from their wives, and of 
wives from their husbands, while it would put the 
stigma of illegitimacy on the offspring. . Civil mar- 
riage, the Jesuit Braun contends, is concubinage, the 
contract null, and the two parties, to whom the 
church refuses the sacraments, are bound to sepa- 
rate. It may not be new to be told that it 
is ‘the sovereign pontiff who declares what is the 
law of marriage, not only among the faithful, but 
also among heretics and Infidels,’ and that ‘he give 
hia decisions independent of local laws and temporal 
princes’ (Braŭn, Mariage Ohretien).” 

The joint letter of the eight bishops of Quebec, 

(Continued on page 246.) 
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* Ashamed of Being Called ‘ Infidel.’ ” 


The above expression, as applied to the corre- 
sponding secretary of the American Secular Union, 
has been going the rounds of our Liberal papers of 
late. So long as it was the expression of people who 
are not members or who giv nothing whatever to 
support the society, it was unworthy of official notice. 
Recent letters from one or two members, however, 
indicate that the expression is finding credence among 
our own people. The secretary therefore thinks it 
incumbent on her to publicly define her position, not 
from personal motivs—as she long ago learned to liv 
above her neighbors" misapprehensions—but because 
the business welfare of the society demands it. 

Those who know me best, know that I am never 
“ashamed of letting any of my opinions, upon any 
subject whatever, be known. I was educated at a 


.— Quaker. school, where the Quaker principle of “ bear- 
ing testimony for the truth” permeated the entire 


moral atmosphere; and at this moment, I know of 
no motto which I would prefer for my inspiration to 
those splendid words of Lucretia Mott: Let us hav 
truth for authority, not authority for truth.” 

But, while I am proud to call myself everywhere, 
and at all times, a Liberal and a Freethinker, I pro- 
test at all times and places against the term “ Infi- 


del.” I protest because I consider it an incorrect 
term. Infidel and infidelity convey the idea of un- 


— — 


faithfulness, both etymologioally and in the popular 
acceptation of the term. Where a Freethinker is 
sneered at for “infidelity,” it is not so much his vari- 
ance from the Christian or any other religion which 
his opponents think of when they utter the sneer, as 
it is the fear which they hav (an unbased fear, to be 
sure, but none the less real to them) that he is false 
to what nature and the consensus of civilized human- 
ity, through long ages, hav made the established 
order of things. He seems to them like a retrograder 
to a looseness which the experience of mankind has 
shown to be undesirable, a betrayer of the evoluted 
faith of humanity (in a much larger sense than the 
narrow religious sense of “ faith”); and so, in their 
fear and their ignorance, they hurl at him the epithet 
“infidel.” This term is as much a misnomer of the 
true Liberal as “thief” or “liar” would be; and, to 
my way of thinking, it should be as indignantly re- 
pelled by any self-respecting man or woman. 

I am aware that some who read these words will 
differ with me upon this matter. They will claim 
that “infidel” is a term of honor: It is quite con- 
ceivable that a man might in time so liv as to make 
even the epithets “liar” and * thief terms of honor; 
but they would be none the less incorrect terms, if 
applied to an honest man. So, likewise, do I pro- 
test against the application of the word “infidel” to 
a Freethinker, i 

It is true that Webster's Dictionary givs, as a 
secondary definition of “Infidel,” one who disbe- 
lieves in Christ, or in the divine origin and authority 
of Ohristianity." I, however, dare to differ with 
that authority on this: definition —although it is quite 
probable that, when Websters Dictionary was first 
compiled, the definition may hav been a correct one. 
Evidently this definition is based on the presumption 
that the majority of Huglishmen and Americans are 
professing Ohristians. Is this presumption correct ? 
You know that it is not: You know very well that 


the majority of the people, both in England and 


in America, are either non- professors, or non-attendere 
(regularly) of church, or decided Liberals or else in- 
different. Even Dr. Stevenson, the secretary of the 
party which is opposed to us, when talking to a 
church audience, and congratulating Ohristians on 
the triumph of Christ's cause, estimated only one in 
every five as a follower of Jesus! And yet he was 
turning the fair side to London when he made that 
estimate. With these and other statistics, how can 
the term “Infidel” correctly apply to a non-Ohristian 
even under Webster's definition? The faith of the 
majority of the people in England and America is 
to-day not. Christian, whatever else it may or may 
not be. Consequently, it is incorrect to call a Free- 
thinker “an Infidel,” even under this secondary defi- 
nition by Webster. 

But even stripped of its offensiv meaning of false- 
ness to humanity, and confined to the narrower 
meaning of falseness to the Christian creed, “ Infi- 
del” applies to few, if any, save Ohristians themselvs. 
For who hav departed from the precepts of the 
founder of Christianity, if not Christians? Who 
are laying up riches on earth, and insisting on oaths 
in courts of justice, and resisting those who try to 
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rob them (or who merely, in cases of labor oppres- 
sion, try to get back their own), it not Christians? 
Curiously enough, it is upon the Freethinker to day 
that the.duty has devolved of emphasizing some of 
these very precepts, such as, for instance, “Swear 


not at all; but let your communication be yea, yea; 


ney, nay. And thus, my friends, I hold that, even 
under the lesst offensiv definition possible, “ Infidel” 
spplies more particularly to church people than to 
any others; so that, if only for this reason alone, it 
should be resented when applied to a Freethinker. 

In conclusion, I beg to quote part of a letter which 
I lately wrote to one of our memberg on this mat- 
ter: i 


My objections to the term are based entirely on its ety- 
mology, its dictionary meanings, and its popularly accepted 
signification; and not at all on any fear that I hav of my 
opinions on religious matters being generally known. Iam 
only too glad, at all times, to hav an opportunity of bear. 
ing testimony,” as the Quakers phrase it. It is true that I 
prefer to bear that testimony in my own way. In meeting 
strangers, I do not care to blurt out my Freethought views 
at first—not because I am afraid, but because I can do bet- 
ter for the cause by having a little patience, and gradually 
surrounding the individual whom I want to conquer with 
breastwork after breastwork of argument, and then sud- 
denly and swiftly bearing down upon him from all quarters, 
so that he has to cry for mercy. When I fight for Free- 
thought, I fight to win; and I must be allowed to fight in 
my own way. A coward I am not, and never hav been. As 
to martyrdom, I think it very foolish to seek an opportunity 
for that; but, when it is inevitable, I hav always borne it 
without flinching. 

IDA C. Onappoox, 
Corr. Sec. American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, Pa., April 11, 1891. 
— ————- 
. Progress of the Cause in Washington. 


There is good reason for congratulations on the 
77 mad of the work done by the Washington Secular 

nion. 

It will be remembered that the barbers of Seattle, 
under the subtle scheming of Rev. W(ily) Orafts, of 
the American Sunday Union, applied to the com- 
mon council for an ordinance to compel closing of 
all barber shops on Sunday. Defeated in this by the 
Washington Secular Union, they next endeavored to 
hav the old territorial law enforced, and made several 
arrests ; defeated again, they rearrested one of our 
members and took him before the superior court, 
and the Washington Secular Union scored another 
victory. 

The fanatics net arrested the principal clothing 
merchants, had trial; jury promptly acquitted. Sun- 
day fanatics were discouraged. 

The following editorial notices, gleaned from to- 
day’s Seattle newspapers, tell the story: 


The barbers hav united in their efforts to decrease the 
hours of labor, and hereafter all the shops will close at noon 
on Sundays. Press Times, April 4. y 

With bat and ball.—Exhibition game, April 12 —Arrange- 
ments hav been made for an exhibition game between the 
Amateur league team and the Seattle professionals, on 
Sunday, April 12th, one week from to-morrow.—Press Times, 
April 4. 

John Cort's Casino. Where to spend a quiet Sunday after- 
noon with pleasure. This new and thoroughly equipped 
place of amusement, under the management of Mr. John 
Cort, the enterprising young theatrical man, will no doubt 
continue to be crowded with pleased; enthusiastic audiences. 
Take the Yesler avenue car to-morrow at 2 o'clock, and don't 
get 17 until you hav reached the pavilion. — Press Times, 
April 4. 

To-day the Sunday Closing Association paid in $68.56 as 
costs in the four suits that they brought against saloon men, 
and then had dismissed, owing to failure to conyict in the 
first case tried. The date of hearing in the appealed Bowers 
case hag not been set. Prosecuting Attorney Snell says the 
association is now playing the baby act in trying to saddle 
the costs in the Bowers case on the county. He says the 
association ageeed before the suit was commenced that the 
county would not be asked to pay costs if the prosecution 
failed. He also added that he did not think the association 
would be successful in making the public pay for the associ- 
ation whistle.—Seattle Telegraph, April 2. f 

At a private meeting of the ministers and those who are 
working up the anti-Sunday saloon agitation, it was decided 
to appeal to the Bowers case, recently thrown out of court, 
and hav the other four complaints withdrawn. This is done 
fo save the risk of costs, as decided against them in the 
Bowers case. They hav had an ordinance drawn, which 
they hope to hav passed, which is a duplicate of the state 
Sunday law, and which will make the city the prosecutor.— 
Seattle Telegraph. 


There is no question but the territorial law is un- 
constitutional, hence it was not to our interest to 
make effort to help the passage of the Owens Sun- 
day law: that would exempt all within city limits, 
and enforce the law on all outside corporate limits. 

The power to annoy by causing arrest is still in 
the hands of the fanatics, and will continue to be 


until a case is decided by the supreme court; but as | s 


we beat them on every case in the lower courts, there 
is little chance of obtaining a supreme court decision. 
Hence the need of educating the people on the facts, 
biblical, historical, and legal, in regard to Sunday 
laws and Sabbath observance. 
the pamphlet ordered by the convention is in the 
hands of the printers. An edition of five thousand 
copies will be gratuitously but very carefully distrib- 
uted throughout the state by the vice-presidents of 
our organization. 

I make no claim to any original ideas, but the facts 
are concisely stated and presented ia startling array; 


1891. 


The manuscript of 


the pamphlet is written in such s spirit of frankness - 
that even the most rabid Sunday devotee will be 
constrained to admit the facts and:be forced to seri- 
ous consideration of the subject. 

RELIGIOUS EXERCISES IN OUR PUBLIO SOHOOLS 

The following extract from a letter just received 
givs evidence that the good work is progressing : 

aang TEANAWAY, Wasu., April 2, 1891. 
C. B. RzvNorps, Secretary Washington Secular Union, 
Freemont, Wash., Dear Friend: Your very valued commu- 
nication received and read to our society. We are moving 
on very harmoniously and progressing nicely. Everything 
points to success for the future of the Kittitas Secular Union. 

I am instructed to report to you that we hav stopped the 
reading of the Bible and religious exercises in our public 
schools here. 

I inclose herewith a copy of our constitution and by-laws 
just received from the printers. Our members express them- 
selvs as very grateful for all your kindness. 

Yours in friendship, G. W. SEATON, 

' Vice-President Wash. Secular Union. 
TAXATION OF OHUROH PROPERTY. 

The passage of the amended assessment law, and 
at the last moment ringing in the exemption of 
church property clause, afforded no opportunity, as 
in Oalifornia, for any protest. It was publicly given 
out that the churches, in view of the very heavy ex- 
penses incurred and the high rate of taxation in con- 
sequence, would seek in vain for any modification of 
the law of last session. Then in the very last days 
of the session the clause copied from the old territo- 
rial law was smuggled into the assessment act and 
rushed through. 

An extra session is likely to be called. Should it 
be, every possible effort will be made to enforce the 
righting of the mean, treacherous wrong perpetrated 
by those conservators of morality, the priests and 

arsons. ; N 

Would that the Liberals were prepared to test the 
constitutionality of the exemption act in the supreme 
court. 

It is impossible to reconcile the exemption of 
church property with the “declaration of rights” of 
our state constitution: l 

“No public money or property shall be appropri- 
ated for, or applied to any religious worship, exer- 
cise, or instruction, or the support of any religious 
establishment.” . B. Reynops, 

Secretary Washington Secular Union. 

Freemont, Wash. 

— I aM MMM—À 


The Kansas People's Party. 


[We voted the People's party ticket last fall and sub- 
scribed for the Salina Union, which is the Salina county 
Alliance organ. I don’t know how the Liberals of the county 
can keep their mouths shut any longer. Here we hav had 
the party platform published week after week, and nothing 
said about it all winter long. Not long since I wrote a few 
lines and sent them to the office of the Union, but the ex- 
reverend immaculate senior editor of this scarcely feathered- 
out national reform paper very tenderly returned my manu- 
script with the highly edifying remark that he and I did not 
agree or believe alike in regard to the existence of God and 
the immortality of the soul. I suppose he will be quite 
likely to disfranchise all of the Infidels, and in fact all others 
with whom he differs, as soon as he becomes powerful 
enough to do so. I send you the rejected manuscript, which 
you may dispose of as you like. —Nzw'ros MrrOHELL.| 


The simple declaration, ** Governments derive their 
just powers from the consent of the governed," has 
survived the tempest of political strife for more than 
a century, and I cannot believe that the American 
people will ever voluntarily surrender this most vital 
of all principles pertaining to free government. The 
founders of the republic placed the source of govern- 
ment within the reach of humanity. 

“God is the rightful sovereign of nations, from 
whom all just powers of government are derived, and 
to whom all human enactments ought to conform.” 
Such is the declaration of our new party of Kansas, 
and in the estimation of many good people such high- 
sounding words display great political wisdom; but 
there are many others who most decidedly and seri- 
ously object to the introduction of such a principle 
into our form of government. If the majority of 
our people favor the above sentiment, I would mildly 
suggest that we kill the American eagle and supply 
his lofty perch with a goose. 

The remainder of the platform relates only to mat- 
ters which may be investigated and understood by 
ordinary mortals, and the St. Louis platform is free 
from that ancient style of politics, for which we are 
truly thankful. 

We hav no use for the hidden mysteries, no use 
for the incomprehensible or the unknowable in con- 
nection with our platform; what we need can only 
be determined by mortal experience and human rea- 


on. 
Had the Farmers national convention recom- 
mended any such fossiliferous fragments of dogmatic 


-theology for political use, it might justly hav been 


denounced as an act of folly. Why did the People’s 
party take this decided stand for the union of 
church and state? If they were sincere (which is 
doubtful), it displays only fanatical imbecility ; if 
not, so much the worse, for we can ill afford to see 
this mighty uprising of a great and honest people 
shrouded in the mantle of political dishonesty and 
idiotic hypocrisy. Aaenostic.  . 

Brookville, Kan. 
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Prohibition, 


It is utterly wrong under the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Prohibition, as it is now being agitated in the 
United States, means the enactment of laws forbid- 
ding the manufacture and sale, and thus, indirectly, 
_ the use, of spirituous beverages, as wine, beer, whisky, 
and so forth. 

Properly speaking, the United States is the only 
civilized country of the globe where such prohibitory 
laws exist, in some of the states, and where their en- 
actment, in other states, is advocated by certain 
parties. The highly civilized nations of Europe do 
not know anything of Prohibition, with the excep- 
tion of the Turks, who by the Koran, their religious 
book, are taught to abstain from the use of spirituous 
beverages. Yet, among them the abomination of po- 
lygamy prevails as a legal institution. The Bible, 
on the other hand, rather encourages the use of wine. 
Beer and whisky were plainly not yet invented when 
the scriptures were written. os 

The beverages named are products of civiliza- 
tion, having been invented, and being manufactured 
and used, by civilized nations. The preparation of 
-certain kinds of the same is attended to with great 
care by these nations, and has reached a high degree 
of perfection. It is a well-known fact that in the 
Old World the nations using these beverages are in- 
tellectually brighter and rank higher in their achieve- 
ments as to civilization than the nations do that 
are not using them. 

Prohibition absolutely violates both the Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution of the United 
States. The former recognizes the natural, inherent, 
and inalienable rights of man, eating and drinking 
included, and says that all men are created equal, 
that is, that they are entitled to equal treatment un- 
der the law. A man, therefore, in this country, may 
drink what he pleases—cold, fresh water (being the 
cheapest and healthiest of beverages), or wine, beer, 
hard cider, and so forth, provided he pays for the 
latter beverages, if he has not produced them him- 
self. Then, the Constitution is to secure the bless- 
ings of liberty, personal and industrial liberty in- 
cluded, to the American people. A man, therefore, 
in the United States, may use the gifts of nature for 
his own benefit or for that of others, as he sees fit 
and chooses, also for the manufacture and sale of 
spirituous beverages. 

The Supreme Court of the United States has re- 
peatedly decided prohibitory legislation in any state 
of the Union to be lawful under the American Con- 
stitution. Yet, its decisions in this respect are at 
variance with both common sense and the funda- 
mental principles of this free country. This tribunal 
is not infallible, although its decisions become the 


law of the land. 


In one of its decisions the Supreme Oourt says 
that no man has a natural right to sell spirituous 
beverages by the glass. Why not? They are, exactly 
like tea, milk, coffee, chocolate, and similar beverages, 
nothing but liquid food. No discrimination, there- 
fore, can lawfully be made, under the fundamental 
charters named of our American freedom, as to the 
sale of spirituous beverages. Another argument 
used by the Supreme Oourt, in its;decisions referred 
to, reads, that, under the Constitution of the United 
States, every state of the Union has the right to 
adopt police regulations, and that prohibitory law 
are nothing but such regulations. i 

In answer to this argument, it may be said, that 
in a free country police regulations can be directed 
only against nuisances—things thst annoy and giv 
trouble and vexation—either to prevent or to abate 
them. Vet, it can not be proved that the manufact- 
ure and sale of spirituous beverages are nuisances. 
As to their manufacture, they are made of. the best 
fruits, grains, and of other useful products of the 
goil of this country, and their sale simply consists of 
transactions of trade. While prohibitory laws, where 
they exist in the Union, are worded thus, that they 
forbid only the manufacture and sale of spirituous 
beverages, their real aim is plainly to prevent the 
consumption of such beverages. Yet it cannot 
be justly said, thet a man, by decently and sensibly 
drinking spirituous beverages, which he has produced 
himself, or for which he pays, and which benefit 
him, commits a nuisance by thus offending his 
neighbor, who, believing in total abstinence from 
these beverages, is using only non-spirituous drinks. 
Thus it will be seen that neither the manufacture 
nor the sale, or the use of spirituous beverages, is a 
nuisance. : . 

These beverages are frequently called intoxicants. 
Every one of them, it is true, because it contains 
alcohol, is intoxicating, if used to excess. But none 
of them is so by itself, if properly used. They all 
contain more or less water, which, as a matter of 
course, is not intoxicating. It has also never been 
proved that spirituous beverages decently and sensi- 
bly used, and if of good and pure quality, are inju- 
‘ious to the health of man or poisonous. On the 
contrery, the men using them as liquid food, in a 


proper manner, say that they are physically bene- 
fited, by being refreshed by them. 

The advocates of Prohibition say that the use of 
spirituous beverages frequently leads to crime. It 
is true that a good many murders are committed in 
this country by intoxicated men. Yet, is the cir- 
cumstance that they carry concealed weapons—a fact 
necessarily implying a murderous intent—not the 
real cause, and their intoxication only the occasion 
of their murderous deeds ? l 

Drunkenness, a vice and a shame, can never be 

made a lawful excuse for any crime or misdemeanor. 
On the contrary, a man should always be as severely 
punished for any wrong or violation of the law com- 
mitted by him while drunk as if he had been per- 
fectly sober. Otherwise, if criminally inclined, he 
would only hav to become drunk to commit his 
crime with impunity! ! 
. Drunkenness may be considered as a short insan- 
ity. Yet it is exclusivly caused by the drunken 
man’s own fault, and has not the characteristics of 
insanity caused by disease, physical defects, or mis- 
fortune. The law does not hold a man suffering 
from insanity of the latter kind responsible if he 
commits a crime. 

An excessiv use of spirituous beverages in the 
United States—which is by no means the rule but 
only the exception, and always to be deplored—can 
be effectivly prevented only by the advancement of 
social education among the American people. Legal 
Prohibition in this country, in any form or shape, by 
^ constitutional provision or amendment, or by a 
statutory law, or by local option—which is nothing 
but localized Prohibition—is plainly a social and 
political untruth, having moral slavery for its object. 
No man can be made virtuous by law. This can be 
accomplished only by self-respect. Self. respeot, 
therefore, not prohibitory Jaws, ought to dictate 
every man in the United States his course as to the 
use of spirituous beverages. Total abstinence is, as 
a matter of course, a good and praiseworthy thing 
for a man if he feels unable to control himself as to 
the use of such beverages, or if they do not agree 
with him, or if he cannot afford to pay for them. 
Common ‘sense, nothing else, will permanently ren- 
der the American people a sober nation. 

Prohibition, according to the foregoing discussion, 
is unworthy of the free men of this free country, 
and should, as soon ag possible, be buried forever in 
the United States. J. G. HERTwId. 

Washington, D. C. 
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The Badge. 


I hav been much interested in the pansy and 
torch discussion. I like the ides of a cheap floral em- 
blem, one that we can stamp all our stationery with. 
The world is growing more and more cosmopolitan. 
We cannot all be leaders, and why then object to the 
pansy because other countries adopted it first? The 
old is not always best, but the stamp of age has its 
value. The pansy is a universal favorit, and its 
motto a good one. 

Oan we not combine the torch and pansy in some 
pretty design for our stationery, and get rubber 
stamps made, and so hava print that will be sug- 
gestiv, handsome, and effectiv? The new emblem 
need not supersede or injure the others, only supple- 
ment them. 

I hav never seen Wettstein’s badge, but I hav 
Miss Ohurchil!s, as I sided her in getting her first 
ones out of the express office where they were held 
for payment. i 

Iam glad Mr. Wettstein explained about the pat- 
ent. I bav always felt a little hard toward him 
for superseding her pin and giving her no recom- 
pense. We often migjudge people from not knowing 
all the circumstances. 

Yours for the best, and for harmony and unselfish 
Liberalism. ELMINA DRAKE ÉLENKER. 

Snowville, Va. 


Hav we not had quantum suficit of flowery 
speeches over the badge pin topic? Others may 
like it, but it seems & waste of valuable time and 
space when three columns of Tax TRUTH SRERER are 
taken up in a quibbling over the choice of a badge 
for Liberals. First catch your Liberals! I agree 
in toto with what Miss Wixon says about it. Mr. 
Wettstein’s badge-piu tells what is meant, the same 
as Mr. Heston’s cartoons divulge thought. Hence 
we hay not only thought, but resson, science, and 
liberty, contrasted with superstition, persecution, 
aud murder, as the true history of past ages givs us. 

But we livin the practical. What are we doing 
for our present martyrs for freedom of speech? 
With E. H. Heywood, a brave worker for religious 
liberty, serving two years in the penitentiary ; Moses 
Harman sentenced to one year for offending 
* good taste” in behalf of woman's marital freedom ; 
J. W. Oaldwell’s case not yet decided, and the 
“lost ground” cases spoken of in a late TRurR 
Seeker, there is need of more work and less words. 
Surely the Washington Secular Union is taking the 
lead, and, I think, if has no pansy badge, either. 


I hav been reading D. M. Bennett’s book, Cham 
pions of the Church,“ and I confess I “ don’t love em 
a little bit." Read it carefully, my beloved Obrig- 
tian friends. And do not fail to read “Is This Your 
Son, My Lord!“ true to life and twice as interesting. 
Success be yours ! FLORA W. Fox. 

—  — i9 a 


Sunday Question. 


In Exodus the Jews are commanded to “ remem- 
ber the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” In Leviticus 
xxiii, seven verses are devoted to commanding ob- 
servance of the 10th day of every seventh month. 
The most awful penalties are threatened sgainst 
whoever violates it by labor—* that soul will I cut 
off—ye shall do no manner of work, and it shall be 
a statute forever among all your generations, in all 
your dwellings.” 

How is it that no attention is paid by our “unco 
guid” to this last, while they would obey the first 
by even changing the day from Saturn’s day to the 
Sun’s day ? Hors 

— . —üäẽ 


Too Close a Union Now of Church aud State. 
. From the World. . 

An extraordinary bill is pending in the legislature, 
or rather it would be extraordinary were it not for 
existing legislation concerning religious corporations. 
Whether or not it has been the intention of the au- 
thors of this measure to conceal its purpose, and 
even its existence, we do not know; but thus far it 
has escaped the notice of those who are most inter- 
ested in it. 

If its provisions should become law the state will 
hav made a definit alliance with every church not 
only in respect to its temporal affairs but in respect 
to its spiritual affairs as well, and this is directly 
contrary to the spirit and intention of our institu- 
tions, which decree the divorce of church and state. 

Naturally the state must bav relationa with relig- 
ious corporations, because they hav a moneyed side 
and hold property in trust; but beyond that the 
state has no duty whatever to perform. The bill in 
question determins the method of choosing vestry- 
men, wardens, trustees, or by whatever name the 
governing body of a church is called. It makes rules 
for their meetings, and regulates the appointment 
and dismissal of ministers. In this connection the 
canons of the Episcopal church are made part of the 
statute law of the state, so that the bishops may call 
upon the secular. power for aid in the enforcement 
of their spiritual powers. 

All this is wrong. It is against the genius of our 
country. It involves the state with the churches. It 
mekes it a necessary part in theological controver- 
sies. The people of the churches ought to make 
the rules for their government, not the politicians at 
Albany. 

It is evident that some one is behind this bill who 
wants a little more power than his own church is 
willing to accord him, and who would like the as- 

sistance of the state in religious matters. 

There is no doubt that the laws of New York re- 
specting religious corporations need amendment, but 
in the other direction. They already bring the stete 
into tco close connection with the church. The 
statute providing for the incorporation of such so- 
cieties should be no longer or more specific than that 
which provides for the incorporation of clubs, and ib 
should be confined to the business or temporai side 
of tke subject. 

— 8 .9————— ——— 
Brotherhood of Moralists. 


Report of the Propaganda. Committee of the Brotherhood of Moral. 
1st8, at Hannibal, Mo., from March 1 to April 10, 1801. 
BEORETARY'B REPORT. 

During the past six weeka fifty membership certificaics hav 
been issued by the Hannibal Brotherhood of Moralists so- 
ciety ; making a total of 1,418 enrolled. The new members 
are from: Missouri, Illinois, Kansas, Indiana, Michigan, 
New York, Iowa, Wisconsin, Texas, Ohio, California, Wash- 
ington, and the West Indies. Brothers E. dog Santos, of 
Trinidad, and J. H. Crain, of Illinois, deserve special men- 
tion for their successful efforts in obtaining applican!s for 
membership and contributions for the propaganda fund. 
Until further notice our reports will be closed on the 10th of 
each month. The good work goes bravely on. A copy of 
our constitution will be sent free to any address by the editor 
of the Moralist, Barre, Mass., or the undersigned. 

F. H. Rav, See. 
TREABURER'8 REPORT. 


Balance, last report..... . 865 70 
P. Bruch 5 m 75 
J. Cretean, A. Spooner, M. Bardin, E. A. Scribner, 
and J. H. Taylor, each twenty-five cents. 1 25 
A. Randal and A. Richards, each ten cents 20 
Total... . . oo eee eee eee ee eee 6 $67 90 
Mailing constitutions, circulars, letters, f 
membership certificates. etc. . 3 10 
Paid Ella E. Gibson for 1,000 Moralists 
mailed to members of the order who 
are not subscribers. . . . 10 00 
Total. . . . . . . . . $13 70 18 70 
Balance . me . . ... BIA BO 
April 10, 1891. A. R. Ayres, Treasurer. 


— 9. ——————— 
Sxkp for catalog of our publications, Sent free 
on application. 
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(Continued from page 243.) 
dated September 22, 1875, claims for the clergy 
nothing less than the absolute direction of political 
elections. It is also assumed therein that the church 
ig independent of civil society snd superior to it; 
that the state is in the church, and not the church 
in the state." The priests, who are assumed to be- 
long toa society superior to civil society, are also 
empowered to giv supreme directions to the consti- 
tuted authorities. Should anyone deny the right 
of the priest to interfere in elections with spiritual 
censures, Bishop Bourget says, on his own account, 
he ought not to be elected. Nor are the electors to 
regard as eligible any candidate “who desires the 
separation of church and state; who sustains propo- 
sitions condemned by the syllabus; who rejects the 
intervention of the pope, the bishops, and the 
priests in ihe affairs of government; who “ criti- 
cises and censures the mandates and circulars of 
bishops and the instructions of pastors on the sub- 
ject of elections; who “favors journals, books, 
and societies which the church condemns.” Bishop 
Rogers of New Brunswick goes as far as any of the 
Quebec bishops. He lays it down that the law of 
God, which is to be the rule in polities as in every- 
thing else, is to be interpreted for Roman Catholics 
by their legitimate pastors, especially the pope, the 
first pastor, the authorized interpreter of the law of 
God not only in matters of faith but also of morals, 
which eomprehénd every human act. Even Arch- 
bishop Lynch, of Toronto, who has aimed to play a 
liberal dle, defines: ‘polities to be morals on a large 
scale; and we know that the church claims absolute 
direction in all matters of morals. The bishop of 
Rimouski, apart from the joint letter, in 1875 claimed 
the right of the priests to interfere in elections with 
the terrors of spiritual censures, and denied the right 
of the civil authority to put any limits to the ecole: 
siastical power. He warned the faithful not to vote 
for anyone who sustains principles which the church 
has condemned. Notwithstending that it is made 
penal by civil law, the priests habitually command 
their parishioners to vote in a certain way under 
pain of future punishment. The simple pessants, 
believing fully that the priests can send them to hell, 
vote as they dictate. 
THE OUTLOOK FOR ANNEXATION. 

Oanada has an extensiv sea-const, indented with 
many bays and harbors, affording admirable facili- 
ties for maritim enterprise. To these will soon be 
added, no doubt, the island of Newfoundland, which 
possesses fisheries unequaled either in the Old or 
in the New World. The value of Canadian forests 
is yearly becoming mote evident. The great plains 
of the Northwest Territory contain land of almost 
inexhaustible fertility. These and other material 
advantagea must goon attract the desires and 
schemes of more than one American syndicate. The 
past and present conduct of our Congress does not 
leave ground for expectation that these syndicates 
would geek in vain to procure from our government 
a declaration of claim to Oanada. This, of course, 
in the event thai their commercial interests would 
be forwarded by annexation, which they probably 
would. Or, in the event of war between Russia and 
England, the landing of troops by the former on the 
province of hor enemy would very probably be fol. 
lowed by an appropriation of that country by the 
United States, and expulsion of Russians and British 
as well Again, it has been rumored that the Ro- 
man Catholic church will enter upon machinations 
to procure annexation both of Canada and of Mexico, 
that she may elect a president from her ranks. In 
more ways than we may now pause to conjecture the 
northern territories of this continent may come to 
us. We must take possession of them, says General 
Butler, “sooner or later, pencesbly if possible, foroi- 
bly if we must.” No opinion for or against annexa- 
tion is to be understood as given in this article. 
Our object is solely to call the attention of Free- 
thinkers to the religious troubles that can scarcely 
fail to follow, and entreat them to prepare against 
those troubles by endeavoring to add to that num- 
ber of Freethinkers in the United States in whom 
rests the hope of the future. 

" THE NEXT WAR FROM THE NORTH." 

Lat us consider more at large the possible effects 
of annexation upon the relations of religion and the 
State in our nation. 

Certainly the proportion of Roman Oatholies in 
our citizens will be largely augmented. It is an un- 
pleasing fact that the French Canadians, who are 
nearly ali of that denomination, are so extraordinarily 
prolific that their present rate of multiplication will 
before long enable them to predominate over large 
portions of this continent. If they keep their pres- 
ent faith, it can scarcely be otherwise than that they 
wiil become an element of the greatest power for 
evil. They hav already overspread large sections of 
Canada that were Hoglish and Protestant. Through- 
out the eastern edge of Ontario, which strip they 
sre overrunning, they hav extensivly converted the 
Euglish. speaking schools into French clerical schools. 
The ecclesiastics advance to their psrishioners money 
at low interest to buy out the property of the Eng- 
lishmen, because the land in Catholic hands will pay 


tithes. The tax assessors sid by raising the taxes 


on property under British ownership. The church. 


urges the scriptural command to increase and multi- 
ply on the earth. The habitants marry very young, 
and in a dozen years hav bred as many children, 
Families of twenty or twenty-five are not et all un- 
common. Another method by which French exten- 
sion is effected is reported thus: Wherever Osna- 
dians intermarry with the English or Seoteh, the 
Canadians, owing to their greater religious tenacity, 
almost invariably succeed in bringing up the children 
as Oatholics; and the children being Oatholies, thay 
naturally consort with the French, and are soon ab- 
sorbed by them.” “ Protestantism aud the British 
element in Quebec," says Professor Smith, “are now 
almost at their last gasp. They are fast being 
shouldered out of every part of the province except 
the English quarter of Montreal. Even there, their 
commerce is being attacked by the plundering hos- 
tility of the French Catholic legislature, just as the 
commerce of Belfast would be by an Irish Catholic 
legislature in Ireland. Nor is the advancing tide of 
aggression confined to Quebec. Eastern Ontario is 
being rapidly overflowed.” These spreading Cana- 
dian Ostholies hav already overflowed into New Erg- 
land in legions, and with the Irish Catholics of the 
south hav changed many parts of that region to 
Roman Catholic hot-beds. 

It is not simply in numbers but in intensity of 
churchism that the population of Quebee presenta 
a most threatening aspect. The clergy of that 
province sre inflexibly set upon a hierarchical rule 
over all civil authorities, and the people are as im- 
movably devoted to the procurement of this ecole- 
siastica] rule for their spiritual fathers. As illus- 
trativ of the assumption of civil authority by the 
clergy, the following instances may ba given. At 
the opening of Parliament on Jan. 11, 1889, Car- 
dinal Tazeheresu and his clergy were assigned seats 
on the floor. The cardinal instantly expressed the 
greatest indignation and demanded a seat on the 
throne, claiming precederce over the lieutenent- 
governor, the quesn’s representativ. Speaker Bruére 
and Premier Merciér hastily sent an apology to 
his eminence, and a throne was erected beside the 
queen’s throne and exectly under the royal arms. 
Cardinal Tascheresu and his train of prelates oc- 
cupied this when Parliament opened, amid murmurs 
of Protestant members. Again, at the visit of 
Prince George of Great Britain in the autumn of 
1890 the cardinal demanded precedence at the re- 
ception given that prince, and failing to obtain it 
refused to attend. The act of Parliament by which 
the Jesuits were awarded $400,000 for claims which 
were properly long outlawed by lapse of time, was 
in itself s shameful thing; but the point that we 
wish to note here is that it was made conditional 
on the concurrence of the pope. Thus a foreign 
potentate was admitted to participation in the legis- 
latorial authority of the Dominion of Canada. For 
helping to carry through this legislation, Premier 
Mereiér, the representativ of the queen through the 
whole Dominion, received from the Vatican the dec- 
oration of a knightly order of the church. There are 
statutes on the books having marginal refer- 
ences such as, Deoree by our holy father, the pope, 
to take precedence,” etc. It is to be marked that these 
proceedings tock place not in the provincial perlia- 
ment of Quebec, but in the federal parliament of the 
Dominion of Canada; and that these statutes are not 
those of the province but of the Dominion. By 
zealousness of religious faith the Oatholie representa- 
tivs in parliament are solidified into a body that in- 
variably obtains the balance of power. Quebee— 
which is to say, the hisrarchy—virtually rules the 
Dominion. Under wily ecclesisstical guidance the 
French hav got the better of the English in every 
contention or intrigue. 

Many other examples of assumption by the 
church of superiority to civil institutions, are 
reported to this country; sometimes nuns claim 
exemption from judicial citation to cour& as wit- 
nesses, sometimes bargains are asserted invalid 
because of lack of ecclesiastical concurrence, and 
sometimes marriages of baeksliding priests ere pro- 
nounced null and void and the repentant priest re- 
instated in orders while the wife and childron are 
abandoned to the world. “The aim of Rome,” 
writes the Episcopal bishop Usher, is to make her 
church the state church of the Dominion.” A dig- 
patch lately received from Kingston, Ont., contains 
passages from an address by Archbishop Cleary as 
follows: Poor little wretched ministers!" he eries 
of his opponents; “the right to control the educa- 
tion of youth will never be surrendered to any men; 
to premier, to governor-general, to queen, to anyone. 
Never! Never! No surrender!’ Respecting the 
agitation to discontinue Catholie separate echools in 
Ontario, he exclaims: “Separate schools are in the 
constitution! And the constitution must go, the 
confederation must go, the Dominion of Canada must 
go, before we will giv up separate schools!“ 

The turn of the contest now going on in Meni- 
toba over the schools is illustrativ. After a des- 
perate struggle the Protestants succeeded in getiing 
through the legislature of that province an act 


abolishing the separate schools devoted to the French 
language and the Roman Oatholic religion. But 
these separate schools are still in full operation ; not 
one has been closed. The church, boasted Arch- 
bishop Oleary in the address noted above, simply 
sent out instructions to the people not to pay any 
attention to the new. law, end they didn't. 

The hostility between the two groat seots in 
Canada is inappessable. It has kept the two ele. 
meats in a perpetual conflict for years. Violence is 
incessant. Street brawls and riots and midnight 
assassinations sre occurrences of nearly every day. 
Throughout 1890 the outbreak of a set war was 
continually expected. In March, 1890, there was 
exceptionally fisrcs contention between the Protest- 
ant and Orange city of Oitawa and the Roman 
Catholic city of Hull—population twenty thousand 
situated opposit on the Ottawa river. Premier 
Meroiér was compelled to dispatch a corps of de- 
tectivs and one hundred police; and the 43d regi- 
ment Carleton Rifles, with a dstachment of dragoon 
guarde, were got ready. Orange parades in Mon- 
troal hav met with such handling that they hav 
been discontinued for several years; but it is in- 
tended to hold one next July, and the Catholics 
promis the paraders bloody usage. Writes C. H. 
Farnham: “The outlook for peace [in Montreal] is 
well-nigh hopeless, with two systems of education 
producing fundamental differences of character, and 
nourishing religious intolerance, race antipathy, so- 
cial division, political antagonism, and commercial 
seperation.” “It will be difficult indeed,” says 
another writer, “to form a homogeneous people on 
this half of North America under circumstances and 
conditions such as the present.” The Oatholies of 
Montreal not long ago requested of the city council 
a site in the center of Mount Royal psrk on which 
to erect s colossal statue of the Virgin Mary, ‘nearly 
as large as that of Liberty in New York harbor. The 
Protestants counter-petitioned, and declared that 
they would blow up the statue some dark night. 
Retaliation was threatened on the statues of Nelson 
snd Queen Victorias, which are displeasing to the 
French and the Irish population respectivly. “I 
say to the Protestants,” exhorts Bishop Usher, “put 
forth your power to prevent war—civil war—or 
come if wili” In the memories of us all there still 
dweli the ominous words of General Grant: “If we 
are to hav another contest in the near future of cur 
national existence, I predict that the dividing line 
will not be Mason and Dixon’s, but between patriotism 
and intelligence on the one side, and superstition, 
ambition, and ignorance on the other.” Is it possi- 
ble that the fulfillment of Grant’s prophecy may 
come’ upon us through the opening indicated in the 
following lines of Professor Goldwin Smith ?—“T 
hav bold publie nisi that if they did not take care, 
trouble, as ib had come to them from the south, 
would some day come to them from the north. The 
South Caroline of a second irrepressible conflict is 
not unlikely to be found in French Canada, domi- 
nated by tha Jesuit.” 

Lot us hope that a century hence will not find on 
the continent of North America a half-score of em- 
bittered and contending nations, unhappy disrupted 
members of a once great Union; some perhaps 
atruggling toward the light, some uninformed and 
erring, and others wielded by the dark powers of ec- 
clesiasticism in designs of subjugation and degrada- 
tion against the whole. Rather iot us hope for victory 
of the principles of good—for the illumination 
of the derk places, the fresing of the minds en- 
thralled, the gentilizing of the savage, the undeceiv- 
ing of the beguiled, the carrying of the banner of 
civil and religious liberty in jubilation and hope over 
all the ramparts of ignorance and ill. In the achieve- | 
mens of this mighty end, there is demand for every 
Freethinker’s devotion and effort. 

—— — 9-4 9— 


Mediamistie Phenomena, 


The question now before Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
maeting-house seems to be How are the demon- 
strations of the Spiritual mediums to be accounted 
for? 

It is getting to be a pretty well-established fact, I 
believe, that they are not all the result of legerde- 
main or deception, and that there sre some phenom- 
ena that cannot be attributed to hypnotism or any 
other known law or force. 

For one I would be giad to be able to believe that 
disembodied spirits hav something to do with them, 
but I confess with genuin sorrow and disappointment 
that in my thirty-five years of investigation I hav 
naver had a single solitary proof of spirit existence. 
If ever & poor mortal wanted to believe in the beau- 
tiful philosophy of Spiritualism I did. 

When “ physical medium” Allen and wife, now at 
Summerland, Cal, were on their way West, they 
stopped off one night in this city and gave us a 
céance at the residence of Mrs. Christina Mailey, 607 
Shawnee street. Her sitting-room was prepared for 
the occasion by teking up the carpet and darkening 
the windows. Sixteen chairs were placed in a circle, 
one for each person in the room, inside of which 
stood a table about two feet in front of the medium. 
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On the table was a pad of writing paper, several | of scienes, reason, and common sense to atiribute an 


short pencils, a lamp, a guitar, and a bell. 
two feet behind the medium, outside the circle, 
Blood two chairs, side by side, on one of which 
rested a dulcimer, with the siicks lying on the 
instrument. The doors were bolted, the ocoupanis 
of the chairs clasped hands all around, and the light 
was blown out. The chairs wera wedged together 
ao that the persons of the guests were in close con- 
tact. On the right of the medium sat Mrs. Gillan, 
an old citizen, firmly grasping his right hand, and on 
his left I sat part of he time stouily clenching his 
left hand. The stillness of death pervaded the room; 
the drop of a pin could hav been heard all over it. 
The slightest move of foot, limb, or body, and avary 
long breath even, could be distinatly heard by all. 
We were all intent upon watching the medium and 
his wife, and our perceptiv faculties were intensified 
to a high degree. Within two minutes sfier the 
light was extinguished the medium began to twitch, 
and remarked that thero was an unusual force of 
magnetism present and that we would not hav long 
to wait for developments. : 

A moment later a low, sweet, weird-like musio 
began upon the dulcimer, gradually increasing in 
volume, until finally reaching the full capacity of the 
instrument. As many as forty or fifty tunes, I 
should think, were pleyed during the evening, often 
accompanied. by guitar and bell in the air over our 
heads, producing as well-timed and as fine concert 
music as could hav been executed by professional 
musicians. 

Interspersed was quito a variety of other phenom- 
ena, but I will only refer to a few. Oscasionsily we 
had a display o? fire-works over our heads. Balls of 
soft, pearly light, about the size of small marbles, 
would appear, and move laterally s little downward, 

- disappearing eight or ten inches from the point of 
appearance, : 

Those taking turns sitting on the left hand of the 
medium would be manipulated by so-called spirit- 
hands, patted, sometimes light, sometimes hard, on 
head, face, or shoulders—beard stroked agein and 

. again—articles taken from pockets, snd hair. pins from 
hair, and flang against the wall—the scratching of 
writing plainly heard on the table, and the letter 
when finished torn from the pad with a loud swish 
and whisped through the air io the pocket of the 
person on the medium’s left. 

All phenomena took place within two or three feat 
of the medium. The guitar and bell did not “ float 
about the room,” as we are apt to express it, but 
appeared to vibrate or gyrate about within two or 
three feet of the medium’s head. When the enter- 
tainment was over and the lamp lighted, the iwo 
chairs were found piled one on top of the other on 
the table and the duleimer on top of all. 

Hypnotism could hav had no hand or sgenoy in 
the production of these phenomena. That forse does 
not act uniformly on all persons; bub all in this 
circle heard, saw, and felt precisely alike. Hypno- 
tized persons are practically asleep and oblivious to 
everything really taking piace while in that condi- 
tion; but we were all wide awake and intensely 
-conscious of everything coming within range of our 
five senses. How can hypnotism account for the 
so-called spirit-lebters written and put into our 
pockets or bosoms, the hair teken down, the kair- 
pins and pocket-books thrown against the wall and 
afterward picked up on the floor, and for the chairs 

and dulcimer lifted over cur bead and piled up on 
the table? These were veritable realities, far be- 

yond the ideal realities of hypnotism. 

The contents of the letters failed bo furnish me 
any proof that they were inspired by departed 
friends, and nothing in the entire evening's pro- 
gram had the effect to convince me of the presence 
of disembodied spirits. Ifa disembodied spirit can 
pick up a pencil and write, I see no good reason 
why a spirit still dwelling here in the body may not 
do the same. If we are spirits, if we possess spirit- 
ual bodies, why may nol the mind or will direct our 
spirit-hands to write or te play tunes upon a musical 
instrument? 

Now, I may be wrong, but the facis connected 
with that evening's manifestations forced this con- 
viction upon my mind: that our circle constituted & 
battery which generated a sufficient force, call it 
magnetism, or whatsoever name you will, to perform 
those acts, directed of course by the intelligence and 
will of the medium. We acted as an engin—the 
medium acted simply as an engineer or operator. 

Why attribute an effect to some foreign, far-away 
cause, of whose very existence even we hav no proof, 
when a present and known cause is, to gay the least, 
equally adequate? Until the contrary is proved it is 
safe to rest upon the proposition that spirits in the 
body axe quite as powerful as spirits out of the body. 
Particularly, when it is remembered how helplessly 
dependent disembodied spirits are upon their earthly 
friends for assistance in performing their tricks. II 
heavenly spirits can utiliza a magnetis ourrenb efter 
it is already prepared for them by earth spirits, what 
is to prevent-earthly will aud intelligence from doing 
the same? Is it not a rule of logio as well as a law 


About | effect to the nearest suffisient cause? 


The possibility of these phenomena having been 
eaused by a confederate is even more remote than 
that of disembodied spirits. If a confederate got 
into the room he either crawled through the keyhole, 
came down the chimney, removing the flue-stopper, 
or was concesled in Mr. Allen's pockets or in the 
folds of Mrs. Allen's skirts. 

Mr. Allen and wife were both chained fast in the 
cirole. The only thing they could possibly do with- 
out our knowledge was to wink. We held them firmly 
asina vice. While manifestations were in progress 
Mr. Allen appeared as if in the throes of hard labor 
—vonvulsiv contraction and twitching of museles and 
sords, and two or three times the’ spasmodic elutch- 
ing of his right hand was so pronounced that Mrs. 
Gillan cried out with psin and declared that if he did 
not desist she would take another seat in the cirole. 
He would frequently sigh deep and heavy as though 
suffering exhaustion of vital energy. 

Mr. Allen, very likely, honestly believes that he is 
cooperating with, and directing and controling, dis- 
embodied epirits. When he directs the “spirits” to 
play a eeríain tune upon the dulcimer, he uncon- 
seiously acaompanies it, and may little dream that 
he is the real performer. I recollect that, in my 
younger days, I played some tunes on the violin so 
much that the execution of them seemed to be 
something separate and apart from myself. The 
tunes appeared to play themselvs while I looked on 
ag a spsotator-—much the same as the leg will vibrate, 
in spite of all efforts of the will to stop it, when bal. 
anced in s certain position on the toes. 

Séances of this character ave valuable contribu- 
tions to scientific research. This was by far the 
most wonderful and interesting display of power 
over the occult forces, or higher laws of nsiure, that 
I ever witnessed, and the committee of investigation 
recently appointed could do no better than to hunt 
up Mr. Allen and study his marvelous powers. 

Leavenworth, Kan. S. R. Surrnxnp. 

— — . — 


On Wagner’s Music. 
Col. Robert G, Ingersoll’s Address at the Stanton-Seiat Liederkranz 
Banquet. 

Ii is probable that I was selected to speak about 
music because, not knowing one note from another, 
I hav no prejudice on the subject. Al! I can say is 
that I know what I like—snd, to tell the truth, I 
Uke every kind, enjoy it all, from the band-organ to 
the orchestra. Knowing nothing of the science of 
music, I am not always looking for defects, or listen- 
ing for discords. As the young robin cheerfully 
swallows what comes, I hear with gladness all that 
is played. 

Music has been, I suppose, a gradual growth, sub- 
ject to the lew of evolution—and nearly everything, 
with the possible exception of theology, is under 
this law. 

Musie may be divided into three kinds: First, the 
musis of simple time, without any particular empha- 
sis—and this may be called the music of the heels; 
second, musis in which time is varied, in which there 
is the eager haste and the delicious delay, that is, 
the fast and slow, in accordance with our feelings, 
with our emotions—and this may be called the music 
of the heart; third, the music that includes time 
and emphasis, the hastening and ihe delay—some- 
thing in addition that produces not only states of 
feeling but states of thought. This may be called 
the music of the head, the musie of the brain. 

Musie expresses feeling and thought without lan- 
guage. It was below and before speech, and it is 
above and beyond all words. Before man found a 
name for any thought or thing, he had hopes aud 
fears and passions, and these were rudely expressed 
in tones. 

Of one thing, however, I am certain, and that is 
that music was born of love. Had there never been 
any human effsction, there never would hav been 
uttered a strain of music. Possibly some mother, 
locking in the eyes of her baba, gave the first melody 
to the enraptured air. 

Language is not subtle enough, tender enough, 
to express all that we feel, and when language fails 
the highest and deepest longings are translated into 
musie. Musio is the sunshine, the climate, of the 
soul, and it floods the heart with a perfect June. 

I am also satisfied that the greatest music is the 
most marvelous mingling of love and death. Love 
is the greatest of all passions, and death is its 
shadow. Death gets all its terror from love, and 
love gets its intensity, its radiance, its glory, and ite 
rapture from the darkness of denth. Love is a 
flower that grows on the edge of ihe grave. 

The old music for the most part expresses emo- 
tion or feeling through time and emphasis, and what 
is known as melody. Most of the old operas consist 
ofa few melodies connected by unmenning recite- 
tiv. There should be no unmeaning music. It is 


as though a writer should suddenly leave his subject |. 


and write s paragraph consisting of nothing bub a 
repetition of one word, like “the” “the” “the,” or 
«jp? "if" “if” varying the repetition of these 
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words, bui without meaning, and then resuming the 
thread of his article. 

lam not saying that great music was not pro- 
duced bsfore Wagner, but I am simply endesvoring 


to show the steps that hav been taken. Ii was 
necessary thet all the music should hav been written 
in order that the grestest might be produced. The 
same is true of the drams. Thousands and thousands 
prepared the way for the supreme dramatist as mill- 
ions prepared the way for the supreme composer. 

When I read Shakspere Y am astonished that he 
has expressed so much with common words, to 
which he seams to giv new meaning; and so when 
J hear Wagner I exolsim: Is it possible that all thin 
is done with common air? 

In Wagners music there is a touch of chaos that 
suggests tho infinik. The melodies seem strange 
and chenging forms like summer clouds, and weird 
harmonies come like sounds from the sea brought by 
fitful winds, and cthers moan like waves on desolate 
shores, end mingled with these are shouts of joy, 
with sighs and soba and ripples of laughter and the 
wondrous voices of eternal love. 

Wagner is the Shskspere of musio. The funeral 
march for “Siegfried” is the funeral musio for ell 
the dead. Should sli the gods die, this musio would 
be perfeetly appropriate. It is elemental, universal 
eternel. Tho iove-musio in “Tristan and Isolde” is, 
like Romeo and Juliet, an expression of the human 
herb for all time. So the love duat in“ The Flying 
Dutchman” has in ib the consseration, the infinit 
self-denial, of love, The whole heart is given—every 
nota has wings, and rises and poises like an eagle in 
the heaven of sound. 

When I listen to the music of Wagner I see piot- 
ures, forms, glimpses of the porfeot—the swell of 
& hip, the wave of a breast, the glance of an eye. I 
am in the midst of great galleries. Before me are 
passing the endless panoramas. I see vast land- 
scapes with valleys of verdure and vine, with soaring 
crags, sucw-crowned. Iam on the wide seas where 
countless billows burst into the white caps of joy. 
I am in the depths of caves o’erwalled with mighty 
crags, while through some rent I see the eternal 
stars. In a moment the musie becomes a river of 
melody flowing through some wondrous land—sud- 
denly it falls in strange oLshme, and the mighty 
cataract is changed to sevon-hued foam. 

Great music is always sad, because it tells us of 
the perfect, and such is the difference between what 
we sro and that which music suggests, that even in 
the vase of joy we find some tears. 

The musio of Wagner has color, and when I hear 
the violins the moruing seems to slowly come. A 
horn puts aster above the horizon. The night in 
the purple hum of the bass wanders away like some 
enormous bee across wide fields of dead clover. The 
light grows whiter as the violins increase. Color 
comes from the other instruments, and then the full 
orchestra floods the world with day. 

Wagner seems not only to hav given us new tones, 
new combinations, bub the moment the orchestra be- 
gins to play bis music, all the instruments are trans. 
figured. They seem to utter the sounds that they 
hav been longing to utter. The horns run riot, the 
drums and cymbals join in the general joy. The old 
bass viola ere gliva with passion. The cellos throb 
with love, the violins are seized with & divine fury, 
and the notes rush out eager for the air as pardoned 
prisoners for the roads aud fields. 

The music of Wagner is filled with landscapes. 
There axe some strains like midnight thick with con- 
stellations, and there are harmonies like islands in the 
far seas, and otherg like palma on the desert’s edge. 
His musio satisfies the heart and brain. It is not 
only for the memory—not only for the present, but 
for prophecy. 

Wagner was a sculptor, a painter, in sound. When 
he died the greatest fountain of melody that ever en- 
shanted the world cessed, but his musio will instruct 
and refine forever. 

All that I know shout the operas of Wagner I hav 
learned from Anton Seidl, and I believe that he is the 
noblest, tenderent, and the most artistic interpreter 
of Wagner that has ever lived. 


— . 
Ir may bo questioned whether a single man, or 
even a single priest, preacher, or churchman, ever 
fully realized the import of the doctrin that is 
spoken of as “everlasting punishment in hell.” We 
know the names of several men whom the far-off con- 
templaticn of it drove to the madhouse. Nothing 
but dense ignorance, credulity, mental and moral 
apathy, wrapping human sensibility about as with 
the hide of a rhinoceros, enabled them to bear the 
suggestion of it, and still go on their way believing, 
hoping, and rejoicing. In proportion as men become 
intelligent, conscientious, end mensitiv, they throw 
the incubus off, though with it they cast over oreed, 
cbureh, scripture, and all the gsgoeistions of religion. 
For reeson is more than all.— O. B. Hrothingham. 


— . —— — 

My aim has been to prove that the powers „before 
which man crouches are creatures of his own limited, 
ignorant, uncultured, and timorous mind. Feuer- 
bach. 
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Send us your arrearages and renewal, and a new 
subscriber , 

— b —üñb—᷑ 
The Christian Forgeries in Josephus. 

Mr. S. Roberts recurs to an old question in the 
following letter : 

“ Last Sunday Rev. Florence E. Kollock, pastor of one of 
the Universalist churches of this city, in her remarks upon 
the resurrection of Jesus, read a quotation from Josephus, 
referring to that portion which says that such a person as 
Jesus appeared in Judea. I hav heard it asserted by several 
Liberal thinkers that the passage referring to Jesus was an 
interpolation by Eusebius. What I wish to know is, if the 
assertion can be substantiated, and where is the authority 
forit? Please ventilate the matter through your paper. 

** Yours for truth, 8. ROBERTS.” 

It seems necessary to furnish the information 
necessary to confute the small Christians who refer 
to Josephus as a reference for Christ about once a 
year. But first, we desire to assure the aforesaid 
small Ohristians that there is no Ohristian scholar 
of reputation to-day who pretends that the passage 
in Josephus’s Antiquities, book 18, chapter 3, sec- 
tion 3, is genuin. The facts in the case are about as 
follows: Its authenticity was given up as long ago 
as the time of Dr. Nathaniel Lardner (born 1684, 
died 1768), author of the Oredibility of the Gos- 
pel History,” and one of the most highly regarded 
of Ohristian writers. Gibbon, too, decided it to be 
a forgery. Bishop Warburton, the distinguished 
defender of Pope’s Essay on Man against the charge 
of Atheism, and one of the most distinguished of 
Christian defenders, agreed with Lardner. The Rev. 

. Robert Taylor quotes many other Ohristian writers 
as coinciding, and the Freethinker's Text-Book,” 
Part II, by Annie Besant, adds still other reverends 
as holding the same opinion. The biographer of 
Josephus in the Encyclopedia Britannica says the 
passage is unanimously regarded as spurious. Drs. 
Oort, Hooykaas, and Kuenen, German Obristian 
writers of great repute, in the “ Bible for Learners” 
declare the passage to be certainly spurious” and 
“inserted by a later and a Christian hand.” 

Gibbon gays it was forged between the time of 


Origen (ap. 230) and Eusebius (A D. 315). The 
credit of the forgery, however, is generally given to 
Eusebius, who first quoted it. The distinguished 
authors of the * Bible for Learners" distinctly state 
that Josephus never mentioned Jesus, and cite 
Josephus's close following of the atrocious career of 
Herod, up to the very last moments of his life, with- 
out mentioning the slaughter of the innocents, as 
indubitable proof that Josephus knew nothing of 
Jesus. Dr. Lardner givs these reasons why he re- 
gards the passage as a forgery: l 


“Ido not perceive that we at all want the suspected tes- 
timony to Jesus, which was never quoted by any of our 
Christian ancestors before Eusebius. 

Nor do I recollect that Josephus has anywhere men- 
tioned the name or word Christ, in any of his works; except 
the testimony above mentioned, and the passage concerning 
James, the Lord’s brother. 

It interrupts the narrativ. 

“ The language is quite Christian. 

It is not quoted by Chrysostom, though he often refers 
to Josephus, and could not hav omitted quoting it, had it 
been then in the text. 

“Tt is not quoted by Photius, though he has three articles 
concerning Josephus. 

“Under the article Justus of Tiberias, this author (Pho- 
tius) expressly states that the historian (Josephus) being a 
Jew, has not taken the least notice of Christ. 

** Neither Justin in his dialog with Trypho the Jew, nor 
Clemens Alexandrinus, who made so many extracts from 
Christian authors, nor Origen against Celsus, hav ever men- 
tioned this testimony. 

But, on the contrary, in chapter xxxv of the first book 
of that work, Origen openly affirms that Josephus, who 
had mentioned John the Baptist, did not acknowledge 
Christ.” 


The Rev. S. Baring-Gould, in his “Lost and 
Hostil Gospels,” though considering it killing dead 
birds to again examin and discredit the passage, 
goes into the matter somewhat exhaustivly. He 
Says: 

be This passage is first quoted by Eusebius (4. A. p. 815) in 
two places (Hist. Eccl., lib. i, c. xi; Demonst. Evang., lib. 
fii); but it was unknown to Justin Martyr (fl. A. D. 140), 
Clement of Alexandria (fl. A. p. 192), Tertullian (fl. a n. 193), 
and Origen (fl. A. D. 230). Such a testimony would certainly 
hav been produced by Justin in his apology or in his con- 
troversy with Trypho the Jew, had it existed in the.copies 
of Josephus at his time. The silence of Origen is still more 
significant. Celsus, ia his book against Christianity, iniro- 
ducesa Jew. Origen attacks the argument of Celsus and his 
Jew. He could not hav failed to quote the words of Jo- 
sephus, whose writings he knew, had the passage existed in 
the genuin text. He indeed distinctly affirms that Josephus 
did not believe in Christ (Contr. Cels. i). 

Again, the paragraph interrupts the chain of ideas in the 
original text. Before this passage comes an account of how 
Pilate, seeing there was a want of pure drinking water in 
Jerusalem, conducted a stream into the city from a spring 
two hundred stadia distant, and ordered that the cost should 
be defrayed out of the treasury of the Temple. This occa- 
sioned a riot. Pilate disguised Roman soldiers as Jews, 
with swords under their cloaks, and sent them among the 
rabble, with orders to arrest the ringleaders. This was done. 
The Jews, finding themselvs set upon by other Jews, fell 
into confusion. One Jew attacked another, and the whole 
company of rioters melted away. ‘And in this manner,’ says 
Josephus, ‘ was this insurrection suppressed.’ Then follows 
the paragraph about Jesus, beginning, At this time lived 
Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a man, 
etc.; and the passage is immediately followed by, ‘ About 
this time another misfortune threw the Jews into disturbance, 
and in Rome an event happened in the temple of Isis which 
produced great scandal.’ And then he tells an indelicate 
story of religious deception which need not be repeated here. 
The misfortune which befell the Jews was, as he afterward 
relates, that Tiberius drove them out of Rome. The reason 
of this was, he says, that a noble Roman lady, who had be- 
come a proselyte, had sent gold and purple to the temple at 
Jerusalem. But this reason is not sufficient. It is clear 
from what precedes—a story of a sacerdotal fraud—that 
there was some connection between the incidents in the mind 
of Josephus. Probably the Jews had been guilty of religious 
deceptions in Rome, and had made a business of performing 
cures and expelling demons with talismans and incantations, 
and for this had obtained rich payment. 

From the connection that exists between the passage 
about the ‘ other misfortune which befell the Jews,’ and the 
former One about the riot suppressed by Pilate, it appears 
evident that the whole of the paragraph concerning our 
Lord is an interpolation. That Josephus could not hav 
written the passage as it stands is clear enough, for only a 


Christian would speak of Jesus in the terms employed. 


Josephus was a Pharisee and a Jewish priest. He shows 
in all his writings that he believes in Judaism. 

It has been suggested that Josephus may hav written 
about Christ as in the passage quoted but that the portions 
within the brackets are the interpolations of a Christian 
copyist. But when these portions within brackets are re- 
moved, the passage loses all its interest, and is dry statement, 
utterly unlike the sort of notice Josephus would hav been 
likely to insert. He givs color to his narrativa; his incidents 
are always sketchéd with vigor. This account would be 
meager beside those of the riot of the Jews and the rascality 
Of the priests of Isis. Josephus asserts, moreover, that in 


P 


his time there were four sects among the Jews—the Phari- . 


sees, the Sadducees, the Essenes; and the sect of Judas of 
Gamala. He givs tolerably copious particulars about these 
sects and their teachings, but of the Christian sect he says 
nota word. Had he wished to write about it, he would hav 
given full details, likely to interest his readers, and not hav 
dismissed the subject in a couple of lines. 

„It was, perhaps, felt by the early Christians that the 
silence of Josephus—so famous a historian and Jew—on 
the life, miracles, and death of the founder of Christianity, 
was extremely inconvenient; the fact could not fail to be 
noticed by their adversaries. Some Christian transcriber 


may hav argued either Josephus knew nothing of the mira- . 


cles performed by Christ—in which case he is a weighty tes- 
timony against them—or he must hav heard of Jesus, but 


not having deemed his acts, as they were related to him, of . 


sufficient importance to find a place in his history. Arguing 
thus, the copyist took the opportunity of rectifying the 
omission written from the standpoint of a Pharisee, and 
therefore designated the Lord as merely a wise man.” 


The Rev. Dr. Giles, an English clergyman, author 
of the Christian Records,” adds to the reasons for 
rejecting the passage, as follows: 


„Those who are best acquainted with the character of 
Josephus, and the style of his writings, hav no hesitation in 
condemning this passage as a forgery interpolated in the text 
during the third century by some pious Christian, who was 
scandalized that so famous a writer as Josephus should hav 
taken no notice of the gospels, or of Christ, their subject. 
But the zeal of the interpolator has outrun his discretion, for 
we might as well expect to gather grapes from thorns, or figs 
from thistles, as to find this notice of Christ among the 
Judaizing writings of Josephus. It is well known that this 
author was a zealous Jew, devoted to the laws of Moses and 
the traditions of his countrymen. 


written that Jesus was the Christ? Such an admission 


How, then, could he hav: 


would hav proved him to bea Christian himself, in which 


‘case. the passage under consideration, too long for a Jew, 
would hav been far too short for a believer in the new relig- 
ion, and thus the passage stands forth, like an ill-set jewel, 
contrasting most inharmoniously with everything around it. 
If it had been genuin, we might be sure that Justin Martyr, 
Tertullian, and Chrysostom would hav quoted it in their 
controversies with the Jews, and that Origen or Photius 
would hav mentioned it. But Eusebius, the ecclesiastical 
historian (i, 11), is the first who quotes it, and our reliance 
on the judgment or even honesty of this writer is not so 
great as to allow our considering everything found in his 
works as undoubtedly genuin.” 


In Dr. Lardner’s time the controversy over this 
passage was quite warm, and its defenders resorted 
to all sorts of verbal tricks to keep it as authentic. 
The Rev. Robert Taylor tells us that they introduced 
imaginary parentheses, made arbitrary omissions, 


and mistranslated it in order to make it harmonize 


with the style of Josephus, and to giv it even the 
appearance of genuinness. 
Dr. Lardner’s chief opponents, argued that Josephus 
ought to hav known of Jesus, and that as he gave 
accounts of all the impostors or heads of parties 
which arose among the Jews, he must hav spoken of 
Jesus, and that as Eusebius was the first to discover 
the passage, Josephus might hav published two edi- 
tions of his Antiquities, inserting the passage in 
that one which Eusebius obtained and omitting it in 
the other! ‘So struggles,” says Dr. Taylor, con- 
quered sophistry against victorious truth.” 

Another forged reference to Ohrist is found in the 
Antiquities, Book XX, chapter ix, section 1, where 
Josephus is made to speak of James, “the brother 
of Jesus, who was called Christ.” Some theologians 
who reject the longer reference to Jesus accept this 
as genuin. But they do it without reconciling the 
discrepancies between the stories regarding the end 
of this same James. 
James was put to death under the order of the high 
priest. 
Jew who wrote a history of the Christian church 
about a.n. 170, James was killed in a tumult, not by 
sentence of a court. Clement of Alexandria confirms 
this, and is quoted by Eusebius accordingly. Euse- 
bius also quotes the line from Josephus, without 
noticing that the two do not agree. The statement 
is quoted in various ways in the early writers, and 
the conclusion is irresistible that the copies of Jo- 
sephus were tampered with by copyists. Even had 
Jesus lived and taught as described in the gospels, 
Josephus, an orthodox Jew, a priest, and conservativ 
government official, would never hav given him the 
title of Ohrist, or messiah, a party leader for whom 
the Jews were looking to free them from their 
Roman bondage. 

The third and last supposed reference to Jesus to 
be found in Josephus is found in his discourses on 


4 


The Abbe Bullet, one of 


According to this passage 


But according to Hegesippus, a converted 


Hades, wherein he says that all men “ shall be brought + 


before God the word; for to him hath the father 
committed all judgment; and he, in order to fulfill 
the will of his father, shall come as judge, whom we 


call Christ.“ But this passage, says Mrs. Besant, 
supposing it to be genuin, simply refers to the Jew- 
ish belief that the Messiah, or the Ohrist, or the 
Anointed, was the appointed judge, as the prophet 
Daniel saw in his vision—the son of man who came 
with the clouds of heaven and to whom was given 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all peoples, 
nations, and languages should serve him. This 
‘dominion of the Jews’ looked-for Christ was to be 
everlasting. Josephus was a thorough Jew, and 
depended a great deal upon the Old Testament, as 
the fact that the material for his first eleven books 
of the Antiquities of the Jews is drawn exclusivly 
from that collection of documents shows. The pas- 
sage is not quoted as evidence by any but the most 
ill-informed of Christian writers. The only quota- 
tion from Josephus upon which stress is laid is the 
-longer description of Jesus first noticed. But the 
truth is, and it is universally admitted, that Josephus 
never heard of that Jesus whom the Christians allege 
to be the Ohrist. 


a ms 
The Inspiration of the Bible. 

The Bible has been the inspiration of much blood- 
shed and crime, but that does not affect the question 

of its own inspiration. 

In the first place, who was there to inspire it? 
We know nothing, nor does anyone, of any power 
outside of man capable of ‘inspiring a book. 
So far, also, as we know, nobody but men 
ever wrote books. And until it is proved 
in the first place that there is somebody besides man 
to inspire books, and in the second that there is a 
book in existence which could not hav been written 
entirely by men, intelligent people will doubt divine 
inspiration. We know nothing of Jehovah but what 
we learn from the Bible. The Bible asserts his ex- 
istence and offers itself as proof. It is as though a 
man should walk into another man’s office 
and - producing & book, say, ^I am the Lord; I 
made the world; this is my revelation io man.” 
Certainly the man addressed would want more proot 
before accepting the pretender’s say-so. Yet the 
astonishment of. the person addressed would be still 
greater if the pretender should assert, “I am every- 
where; I fill all space; I am without bounds; yet, 
as you see, J hav the form of a man.” He would say 
that it is impossible to be formless and yet hav form ; 
to be at once infinit and finite. And yet the assur- 
ance of the pretender would not be greater than is 
the impudence of Christians in making such claims 
for their “God.” They make him of chameleon 
color, changing as the wind, and then claim for him 
stability. They hav drawn a picture of an omnis- 
cient God who knew his own mind scarce twenty- 
four hours in advance; of an omnipotent God who 
is weaker than his own creations; of an infinit God 


~~ with the circumscribed form of a man. Such a God 


is manifestly impossible. He cannot be one person 
and yat three; he cannot be omniscient and yet lim- 
ited in his knowledge; he cannot be omnipotent and 
yet weaker than his own creatures ; he cannot be in- 
- fallible and yet continually repenting his own works. 
So we see that the Bible God cannot be at all. 
And until it is first proved that there is a divine in- 
Spirer we cannot see how there can be a divinely in- 
spired book. There is no book now in existence 
which was not penned by man. An infallible God 
could not write a fallible book. That the Bible is 
fallible its own pages prove, and Christians admit 
by their continual revisions. The Bible is full of 
blunders in every department of science. An om- 
niscient God must necessarily know everything. 
Would he hav written down that which he knew was 
not so? That would convict himself of falsehood, 
and he must hav known that for a lying God men 
'eoüld hav no respect. 
It must be borne in mind that the Jews did not 
do ali the cruel, barbarous things recorded in the 
. Bible because they were ignorant of its real teach- 
ings, but because they were imperativly commanded 
by it and God to do them. In killing people for 
changing their religion and for being witches the 
Ohristians of later times were not ignorant of the 
Bible's real teachings, but were acting in exact ac- 
cordance with its commands. People in those days 
gem to hav been naturally cruel, and the Bible 
helped them wonderfully. In it they could find 
excuses for any conduct, however outrageous. In 
the Dark Ages murders were not committed by ig- 
norance, but by religion. The most learned were 
priests, and they were the most cruel. According 
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to the Bible God himself in his scheme of re- 
demption set an example of infinit cruelty. 

To sum the Bible up, it is in conflict with science 
and morality, is barbarous, cruel, and an unfit guide 
for any people. It bears undeniable evidence that it 
was written not only by ignorant men but by men 
who would be regarded at the present day as bar- 
barians. Its inspiration must be given up because 
there was no God to inspire it, and if there had 


been he never would hav inspired such a book. 
— et — — 


The Late Howard Crosby, D. D. 


It is a trifle wearisome to read so many eulogies 
of Howard Crosby. De mortui nil nisi bonum is 
all right if the friends of the deceased do not carry 
the fulsomeness of epitaph literature to too great a 
length. Howard Orosby was in many respects a 
level-headed man. That while possessing great in- 
telligence, he still took the Bible literally and be- 
lieved it to be plenarily inspired, we will not count 


against him, as a great many otherwise learned and 


smart folks hav thought the Bible to be different 
in some way from other books. 

But with Howard Orosby's intellectual orthodoxy, 
he had also what we may call physical and moral 
orthodoxy. He believed in deceit, and he also be- 
lieved in dungeons for heretics. 

In January, 1880, D. M. Bennett, the founder of 
this paper, was in prison because he had mailed a 
copy of “Oupid’s Yokes” to spy Comstock. There 
never was & man moreinnocent of real offense than Mr. 
Bennett. His arrest was due to Comstock’s avowed 
effort, mentioned in his report of 1878, to “stamp 
out the works of Freethinkers.” During that month 
Comstock’s society held its annual meeting, which 
was largely devoted to chuckling over the fact of 
Mr. Bennett's. imprisonment, and here are two 
things that Howard Crosby said at that time: 

* If this society had never done anything more than put 
that man Bennett in the Albauy penitentiary, the man who 
was the leader and defender of the propagators of obscenity, 
it was worth a hundred thousand times more than all our 
citizens hav given to its treasury.” 

Mr. Bennett was the leader and defender of Free- 
thinkers, and they it was whom Howard Orosby 
classed: as “ propagators of obscenity.” He lied in 
his throat, and he knew it, but he had no more com- 
punetions of conscience at uttering the scoundrelly 
sentence than he had pity for tke Freethinker thrown 
into prison by Oomstock’s efforts for the church. 
At the same meeting he said, referring to Comstock s 
well-known method of inveigling people into violat- 
ing the Jaw: 

“ Deceiving them! I tell you, gentlemen, I believe in de- 
ceit. Ibelieve in deceit wherever you hav got a rightful 
enemy to destroy. Could you carry on a war without de- 


ceit? Are you to tell your enemy everything you are going 
to do? Wherever you hav a rightful enemy, and hav a 


right under God to destroy him, you hav a right to deceive. 


him.” 
And at the very time he said that he was Chancellor 


of the New York University! More Jesuitical, in- 
tolerant, and false statement no chancellor of any 
Roman Catholic university ever made. 

“Say nothing but good of the dead," but do not 
lay it on too thick, lest some lover of truth is pro- 
voked to wrath. 

— ͤ Æz2—— ?T—ü—ͤ eae oe d 
The Suppression Societies“ Agents. 

Tun TRUrR Szexer has more than once intimated 
that the “agents” of the “suppression societies" of 
this city are men who need watching on-the part of 
honest folks. The general public, it seems, and some 
of the police magistrates, are at last finding out 
that we were right, and the reporters hav some- 
where found sufficient courage to print the facts about 
them. i 

Week before last A. Comstock, known as the agent 
of the Society for Suppression of Vice, accompanied 
some policemen to serve warrants against poolsellers 
which Comstock had secured in February. It is the 
duty of the police to serve such documents, but 
with his usual insolent effrontery, Authony took the 
lead, and broke open the door of the alleged pool- 
room. The warrant called for three men, but four 
were found, and Comstock insisted upon taking all of 
them. When the case came up for hearing, the dis- 
trict attorney, whose assistance had been asked by 
the justice, was not there. Mr. Comstock then stated 
that he had seen the attorney, who had told him that 
he could not come, but recommended the holding of 
the four men. He had scarcely said this, when the 
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spoken to or seen Mr. Comstock. Then Judge 
Hogan, who had issued the warrant, and before 
whom the men were arraigned, said this : l 

** Anthony Comstock is a man who would stoop 
to any means to accomplish his end. He has de- 
liberately lied, as no gentleman would. do, in order to 
cover up his mistakes. He thinks himself mightier 
than the law. Indeed, I think he is laboring under 
the impression that the statutes were framed espe- 
cially for his benefit.” 

The agents for the late Howard Crosby’s Society 
for the Prevention of Crime, of which a bullnecked 
fellow named Whitney is chief “agent,” is also in 
trouble over the acts of his employees. Before 
Justice McMahon on the 9th instant was the case of 
Otto Metz, agent of the society, against Dennis 
O'Brien, a bartender, for selling a pint of beer to a 
minor. Daniel B. Curtin gave bail for O'Brien's ex- 
amination, and while clerk Farrell was making out 
the bond, Curtin told him that he had been ap- 
proached by an agent of the society to settle the 
ease for $50. Olerk Farrell reported the matter to 
the justice. Mr. Curtin repeated his statement and 
was told to make an affidavit, which he did. The 
bartender also swore that he had been approached 
by another agent of the society and asked if his em- 
ployer would “ do business" with the agent. 

Dr. Gunn’s Society for the Enforcement of Crimi- 
nal Law, of which Joe Britton is chief “agent,” is 
also accused of trying to get cash illegally through 
its “agents.” One of his detectivs had applied for 
warrants for a pool-room in Eighth street but could 
giv no description of the men he wanted to arrest, 
nor did he know their names. The justice refused 
the warrants, asking if the detectiva thought police 
justices were appointed to assist in carrying out 
blackmailing schemes. 

Two days afterward the society’s lawyer produced 

six witnesses. Under examination it developed that 
all were in the employ of Britton. When the room 
was raided no one was found, but the following ques- 
tion of the justice was significant: “ Did you hear 
that Britton had offered to settle for six hundred 
dollars?” It was said that some one told Justice 
McMahon before the court opened that a demand for 
$600 had been made by an agent of Britton with a 
promis that if it was paid, the warrant would not be 
applied for. 
: The charters of all these societies should be re- 
pealed. The enforcement of law should be done by 
the regularly constituted authorities and not by pri- 
vate villains. 


— — — — 
Tare is one society in this city of which the Ingersoll 
family evidently approve—the American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. The report of the organ- 
ization for last year shows Colonel Ingersoll, his wife, both 
daughters, and his son-in-law to be members. 


TRE following resolution was passed at the congress of the 
National Liberal League (now the American Becular Union) 
held in Cincinnati, O., in 1879: 

* Resolved, That we are utterly opposed to the dissemination, 

through the mails, or by any other moans, of obsceno literature, 
whether ‘inspired’ or uninspired, and hold in measureless con. 
tempt its authors and disseminators." 
The attention of our present postmaster-general is respect- 
fully called to the resolution, with the hope that he will 
shortly announce his position as to to the wisdom of dissem- 
inating inspired obscenity. 


Tue log.rollíng between Eldridge T. Gerry and the Catho- 
lies has been successful in the assembly of the state, and the 
* Freedom of Worship” bill has passed that body. Gerry 
has evidently helped the Catholics and now they will help him 
—if the bill passes the senate and is signed by the Governor 
—get the bill passed prohibiting the commitment of children 
under twelve years of age to the state House of Refuge, but 
dividing thom between the protectory and the juvenil asy- 
lum, according to the ‘‘ pull” the two inetitutions hav with 
the judges before whom the children are arraigned. Through 
his Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, Gerry 
has much '* inflooence," and the protectory can take care of 
itself, because most of the vagrant children are of Catholic 
parentage, and most of the police justices of the city are 
political if not religious victims of the same church. 


— — . — —— 

Joan E. RRMSBUBEd was in New Orleans March 26th. Oa 
the 27th he spoke at Ponchatoula, La. From Louisiana he 
went to Mississippi, where he gave three lectures at 
Brookhaven. Afterward he spent a week in Florida, 
lecturing in DeLand, Gainesville, Ocala, and Tampa. 
The lectures were for the most part well attended and en- 
thustasticallv received. Referring to his lecture in Tampa, 
the daily News of that city says: The lecture by J. E. 
Remsburg is highly spoken of by those who heard it. He ia 
probably the finest lecturer who has ever visited Tampa.” 
The credit for arranging for these, the first Freethought lect- 
ures delivered in Florida, is due to the following named 
gentlemen: DeLand, H. A. Bowley; Gainesville. Dr. Wm. 
H. Bracey ; Ocala, Geo. B. Tyler; Tampa, Dr. F. Weight- 
novel. Mr. Tyler is treasurer of the Republican State League 
of Florida. Dr. Weightnovel is a friend of Count Tolstoi. 
He is a Russian scholar and reformer— a political exile—who 


district attorney came in, who flatly denied having | prefers the climate of Florida to that of Siberia. 
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Leiters from Sriends. 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., April 2, 1891. 
Mr. W You are publishing a splendid paper. You 
are one of the best editors who ever wrote an article. 
Respectfully yours, FRANK W. GREA VES. 


BrurrroN, Tex., March 22, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: I think so muck of the paper I cannot do 
without it. You will please send me Semitic Gods and 
the Bible," by D. M. Bennett, also your new leaflet, also 
your ANNUAL. Yours in truth, D. M. BAKER. 


MaxigTTA, O., March 31, 1891. 
Mr. Eprron: I wil cast my vote for R. G. Inger- 
soll for president of the United States of America in 
1892. And, Mr. Editor, please hit the Bibie-whangers a 
little harder. But Heston can beat the world in giving a true 
cut of those pious frauds. Wishing you all success, I re- 
main, Your friend, Dr. OGDEN. 


Pzrrrsoro, N. H., May 29, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: Tell Brother Heston that his pictures just 
knock the time right out of the damned good people here. 
If they say that they do not believe the Old Testament I just 
ask them if they believe in Jesus Christ. ‘‘Oh, yes,” they 
say. Then I quote some of his sayings. Then they are 
completely knocked out. Keep right on. Giv them hell. 

Yours forever, J. B. RALEIGH. 


Toure, ILL., April 3, 1891. 

Mr. EprrOR: I see you are trying to wake Wanamaker to 
the necessity of preventing the holy Bible, on account of 
obscene language therein contained, from being carried in the 
mails. A test case might help him to make up his mind 
about the matter. To save him from the trouble of inde- 
cision I hereby pledge $5 (will make it $10 if necessary) 
toward paying for the prosecution. I would suggest retain- 
ing R. G. Ingersoll in the case, if it can be done. Hoping 
this as a starter may strike the lovers of justice and fair play 
as the proper thing to do, I am, Í 


Sincerely yours, S. A. Corz. 


Wszsr View, O., March 28, 1891. 
* Mr. Eprror: I would like to make one or two suggestions 
in regard to publishing the much-talked-of Pictorial Bible. 
My idea would be to publish it in parts in pamphlet form, 
each of a size that would sell for twenty-five cents and so 
arranged that they could be bound afterward, and hav with 
each book of the Bible the best authority as to when it was 
written, whom by, how it came into its present form, and 
everything connected with its formation. We think that in 
publishing it in this way and form you wouid sell many 
more than in any other way; as many would be apt to be 
sold at news-depots and other places; and as silence givs 
consent," Wanamaker will make no objections to your send- 
ing it through the mail. L. C. TANNET. 


SILVER PLUME, Cor., March 6, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrok: The books arrived all safe. ** The Pictorial 
Text-Book ” is fine. It is what we needed in the field of 
Freethought to reach the orthodox. They will look at a 
picture when they will not read an essay on tke same sub- 
ject. I hav been amused a good deal since I got it. Some 
will look at it and get mad, throw it to one side; after a 
sharp discussion, in which Heston is roundly damned, they 
will again pick it up and look at some more. In fact, they 
are ashamed of their religion when presented in that form, 
and are anxious to prove that the picture is false. Aftera 
little rolling in mud and filth they retire crestfallen. So the 
good work goes bravely forward. Long liv Heston and Tur 
TRUTA BEEKER. JOSEPH GALLAGHER. 


Ipava, ILL., March 30, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrok: Inclosed find $4.56 for Tar TRUTH SEEKER 
and invoice of pamphlets received a short time since. I hay 
been amused, but not agreeably so, at the great difference 
in the opinions of men and women who are battling for 
truth. I like the different opinions; but the unpleasant 
writers, who hav in them a desire to remove or exterminate 
those who differ with them, are wrong. We must learn to 
grant as well as receive homage, remembering always that 
there is a cause for all wrong. If we hav a superior knowl. 
edge of life and a better idea of living than others less fort- 
unate, let us by an exemplary life teach others to do good 
from a sense of right doing. Iam fearful that down deep 
in all our hearts we are a little bit selfish. 


Very truly yours, C. S. RANDOLPH. 


Sarem, Mass., Feb. 24, 1801. 
MR. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5.50 for Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER and your ‘ Pictorial Text-Book," cloth. Will you 
please inform me through Taz TRUTH SEEKER if there is any 
official census of what per cent of the criminals in our pris- 
ons ànd houses of correction, and of the inmates of insane 
asylums, are furnished by the churches? If so, where can I 
obtain it? And if not, what would be the proper course to 
pursue in order to hav à census taken? And can you giv 
me an idea of what the expense would be of having it done? 

Yours for truth and justice, C. E. Auzs. 
[There is no gsner&l census of that nature. Partial cen- 
8use8 may be found in previous TRUTH SEEKER ANNUALS, 
the ''Freethinkere  Pictorial Text- Book,“ and J. E. Rems- 


burg's False Claims." The government could not be 
induced to hav such a census taken.— Ep. T. S.] 


ORILLIA, OnT., March.25, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog : Our good friend the English church has just 
completed a fine church here, and it was arranged that the 
Lord would be allowed to enter it last Sunday, but the 
bishop was snowed under on his way from Toronto and it 
had to be postponed for another week. I do not knowif the 
storm stopped the Lord or not—but I think that was of mi- 
nor importance, as no one cared whether he came or not. It 
was the bishop that they were constantly looking for. Fi- 
nally, when they could not wait any longer, a red-nosed 
priest with a long white shirt came forward and said that he 
could preach as well as the bishop, and after making a short 
speech announced that the collection was $600. This 
pleased all, and the meeting was closed. We all went home 
and the Lord flew up through the roof and has not been 
geen here since. Tn. Morrarr. 
Fort Any, N. Y., March 30, 1891. 
Mn. Eprrog: Will our Editor giv thanks in his paper to 
one who sends Taz Trura SEEKER and Freethought gratui- 
tously to a backwoods woman too poor to hav them other- 
wise? Ienjoy them all by myself, and would gladly loan 
them to help enlighten others, but those around me are all 
church-goers, too ignorant as yet to appreciate a different 
thought from what their fathers did. I hav been making a 
scrap-book out of the pungent editorials, the Gems of 
Thought,” and the observations of that witty brother of 
yours. 
afternoon and distributed them evenly among my neighbors 
within walking distance, as questions to put out in Sabbsth- 
school. In about three weeks I made the same round, with 
an ear open for remarks of any kind. One family saluted 
me with, ‘‘I burnt up them nasty pictures,” and another, 
** Well, I didn’t know there was so many mean things in the 
Bible," and others omitted to say anything. So you see the 
kindness of sending the papers sent a little leaven to stir up 
thought to those that could think. But to the great masses 
that cannot think, what can anyonedo? Please find twenty- 
five cents for the ANNUAL. Mas. EMEROY GIBBARD. 


BROORHAVEN, Miss., March 30, 1891. 

Mr. Eniror: Brookhaven is a neat, healthy town, of two 
thousand inhabitants, on the Illinois Central railroad, one 
hundred and twenty-nine miles north of New Orleang. It is 
usually an orderly town, indeed one of very quiet habits; 
but it has just been shaken from the center to its circumfer- 
ence. A thing has just happened in it that no staid church. 
member had ever dreamed could take place here—an actual 
Infidel lecture. Mr. John E. Remsburg, according to ap- 
pointment, arrived on Saturday, the 28th, and gave us three 
glorious lectures: False Claims” that night, Sabbath 
Breaking" the following afternoon, and Bible Morals” 
Sunday night. Mr. Remsburg is a strong, effectiv speaker, 
with all the power necessary to interest and instruct an 
audience. The closest attention was paid to all his utterances, 
and the brethren were highly edified and much refreshed. 
Some came long distances from adjoining counties to hear 
the lectures. 

Brother Remsburg is a , quiet, modest gentleman, who 


presents facts and arguments in a masterly, convincing way, 


and who, like the true, dignified gentleman that he is, scorns 
to resort to sophistry or personal abuse. S. F. SMURR. 


AUBURN, Ia., March 19, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: Within find draft for $5 for my renewal and 
a new subscriber (who votes for the pictures) to the grand 
old TRUTH SEEKER, truth finder, and truth speaker. I hav 
taken it since Brother Bennett made his journey round the 
world, and it grows dearer each succeeding year, for it seems 
plain to me that it is trying to fulfill the request made by its 


‘founder when he asks that we continue the work he left un- 


finished, and in the future I shall do, in my weak way, what 
little I can to add to its prosperity and the cause it advocates. 
And Brother Heston, I pray you not to falter in your noble 
work, for you hav the thanks of many, many friends who 
are not situated, finaxcially, so as to help you. 

May success crown every endeavor of Miss Wixon to giv 
the true education to the little ones, remembering that as the 
twig is bent go the tree inclines. And for Miss Gardener I hav 
only words of praise; also for Mary B. Finch, the song-bird 
of the West. May they never weary in well doing. And I 
would not forget the many contributors to your paper, John 
Peck in particular. I consider him a bushel full to the brim. 
May his pen never rust for want of use. And I trust that I 
voice the sentiments of all true Liberals in saying that I 
mourn the loss of Bradlaugh, Mendum, Kelso, and Geo. M. 
Boman, four noble men gone, whose places will be hard to 
fill. E. M, Carr. 

Kansas, April 4, 1891. 

Mr. Epiror: Prohibition vs. Anarchism” (long meter) 
is good. Happyconception! ‘ They fit each other like the 
upper and lower jaws of a wild beast.” Like pestilence fits 
famin. Extremes meet. One begets another. Pestilence 
breeds famin and famin produces pestilence. Twin hags! 
Take your choice. Whichever you take you'll wish you'd 
taken the other. Prohibition invented the Inquisition, the 
rack, the wheel, the pulleys, the pincers, the stake, and the 
fagot. Therefore Infidels love Prohibition. Prohibition 
breeds Anarchism and Anarchism breeds Prohibition. 
Neither one can exist without the other. The fruit of Pro- 
hibition is intemperance, insanity, weakness, vice. Rant- 
ing, rabid” Prohibition parents raise drunken sons. 
Drunken, debauched parents spawn Prohibition progeny. 
Both extremes are disease, 3 curse to the country, Let's 


Then I cut out the Bible pictures, and took a leisure | 


put them in a sack together and throw them in the sea. 
The four-fifths of humanity who occupy temperate, medium 
grounds should not be annoyed by the hell-raisings of such 
vermin. The Baltimore Institute of Medicine compiled a 
record of 5,000 deceased men’s habits. Average longevity : 
Light drinkers, 58 years; moderate drinkers, 56; excessiv 
drinkers, 52; tea totalers, 53. Showing that nature abhors 
drunkards and  Prohibitionisis about equally. One gets 
drunk on whisky, the o'her gets drunk on fanaticism. 
Equally detestable. Equally a nuisance. 8. R. 8. 
Dayton, WASH., March 21, 1891. 
MR. Eprrog: I am a constant reader of Tar TRUTH 
SEEKER, and should miss it sadly if it did not come into our 
home every week. I loan some of the papers to my lady 
friends when I can get them to read them. One lady said 
she would like to read Liberal papers, but disliked to hav 
such literature in her house, a8 there were so many of her 
Christian friends coming in that would see them. The 
Christians talk a great dea] about free moral agency, but I 
cannot understand how anyone can be & free moral agent 
who dare not read and discuss any subject, and make the 
standard of their morals according to their intelligence. I 
enjoy the Letters from Friends” very much, and think it a 
great treat to get the ideas of so many intelligent and able 
correspondents. But I dislike to see so much discord among 
Liberals. I agree with W. W. Walker, that it is an easy 
thing for either party in a controversy to call the other igno- 
rant and superstitious, but that proves nothing and is not 
Liberal. I believe in investigation and earnest seeking after 
truth, and when it is once found and established as the truth, 
accept it as such no matter from what source it comes. 
When we go to the gold mines to dig the precious dust we 
do not expect the pure dust without any dirt, but the gold 
while in the dirt is the same article as when it is cleansed 


and freed from all rubbish. So with truth. No matter how 


“deep it is buried in rubbish, what search and investigation 
can purify and establish is the same bright gem on the road 
to progress. Mrs. Nanoy A. Bodds. 


OMAHA, Nus., March 25, 1891. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav just laid down TRE TaurH SEEKER 
with its grand mental food, and make a few remarks. It 
seems at present when I cannot enjoy reading its contents 
that there must be something wrong in this organization; 
how long I am going to liv to enjoy it I cannot tell. X shall 
be eighty-one in a few weeks. Talk of superstition, it seems 
that everything is permeated with it like scarlet fever. Even 
the ragpicker is Christian; from that it goes into paper han- 
dled by Christian influence; next it goes to the press; next 
we hav the books, holy Bible, and thousands of other relig- 
ious ones—all Christian influence. Dear brother, I think 
there is a fountain of intelligence (March 14th, Robert Swail ; 
please giv us more). I think it will send us into the third 
heaven. We shall pass the first and second. Weare getting 
a host of great minds besides our beloved Bob. I cannot: 
impose longer on your valuable paper. Let me tell you I 
hav never regretted one half-hour of reading it. I became a 
subseriber it must be sixteen years ago. Cottinger in the 
issue of the 21st givs us more of solid truth. I love to read 
Brother James Beck’s idea on one of the wonders of life. 
Keep on. Giv us more. Work for harmony in our camp. 
Pray do not think of Ingersoll being nominated for presi- 
dent. Why, do you know that some lunatic or lunatics will 
take that valuable man’s life, as that cursed brute took Gar- 
field’s, in the name of the Lord? Let us know we hav an 
overwhelming majority. Let our states get wiser. 

With kind regards, W. L. Gray. 


Montesano, Wasa., March 28, 291. 

Mr. Eprron: This is a beautiful place fora good town. It 
is growing steadily, and I think it will be one of the best 
and largest towns around here, because it is the best place, 
and the great majority of the people here are unbelievers 
and Liberals. If only a little more activ and enthusiastic, 
this queen city of the West will march forward and grow up, 
and instead of attending to churches the Liberals will work 
for the welfare of every citizen—of every honest man and 
woman. Then we shall hav here the paradise on earth. 
There are only a few orthodox people. Not many go to 
church, and some of them that go are unbelievers. I went 
to church about three times. I only went to know what 
was going on and how they preach now. I was surprised— 
no progress at all; I think worse than ever. The preacher 
stands there looking so earnest, as if he was telling the truth. 
His whole sermon was only talking against Infidels, expressly 
against Thomas Paine and R. Ingersoll, shouting: ‘‘ Paine 
and Ingersoll are tearing down religion! 
that’s all; they never build up anything!” At last, when 
the sermon was over, he said: Don't rush to the door. I 
want to speak a good word to everybody.” He came to me, 
shook hands with me, and asked me what my name was. I 
told him. Then he asked if I was & Christian. I answered, 
“No.” And furthermore I Said: Lou never knew Thomas 
Paine.” I never did," said he. ‘‘I hav been reading 
some of his works,” said I, ‘for instance, where he said, 
‘The world is my country, to do good my religion.“ There 
is good moral teaching in that. He was a good man. Good 
Writing we hav from him!" That's right,” he said to me; 
“come again.” Now, how is that? I never went to church 
since. 

Please send three more copies of the ANNUAL. 

Yours truly, W. WEpEKEN. 


ST. ELMO, TENN., March 29, 1891. 
Mn. Eprrok: I send you herewith a copy of an order to 
John Wanamaker for a Bible. In the way of orders you 
may consider this unique, but you must also consider it 89 8 


8 * very unique book that is ordered, 


Only tearing down, . 


It is now-over four weeks since I sent the original order. 
We usually get returns from Philadelphia in four days. I 
conclude he is of my opinion, as he has not gent the book. 

It isa curious coincidence that you should send him a 
Bible by express at almost the same time that I order one 
from him by mail. His treatment of my order is a plain de. 
cision in the case you place before him. Still, it is not so 
satisfactory as what I hope you will force him to promul. 
gate in writing over his own signature. I am glad to see 
you holding him up to the gaze of the world as you are do- 
ing. Giv him sheo] mixed with hell and hades until he de- 
cides your question. Very respectfully, L. L. Goopwm, 

LCorx.] 
Sr. Ermo, TENN., March 1, 1891. 
JohN WANAMAKER, Merchant, Philadelphia, Pa.: : 

Dear Sir: My old Bible, that I carried through the civil 
war (diamond type), is getting pretty badly worn; besides, 
it is almost too fine a print for easy reading, even with 
glasses. ; 

I wish you would send me as good a coarse-type Bible, 
King James translation, as you can for about $2, by mail, 
and I will immediately remit the price and postage. 

I want you to place on the outside wrapper your name 
and address in full, so I will know it is from you. And now, 
to be honest with you, I request this so I can use it as evi- 
dence, for if you comply with my request I propose to bring 
- suit against you in the United States courts under the ob. 
55 statutes for mailing an obscene and blasphemous 

ook. 

I hav read the Bible pretty thoroughly, and I regard it as 
the most vulgar, obscene book I hav ever read. 

And if there is a God—which I do not believe—and he is 
a being of purity, goodness, and love, then I denounce the 
Bible as the most blasphemous book that can be conceived 
of ; for it makes him the author of evil, the creator and up- 
holder of the devil, thus making him a devilish sight worse 
than the devil. It makes him the author of war, pestilence, 
and famin, and of all the misery, woe, and injustice that 
fill the land. : 

The reason why I request this of you is because I see. by 
the papers that you are interested in the sale of this stink- 
pot of filth and nastiness, and urge young men and young 
adies to buy it and study its contents, while at the same 
time you are very forward about suppressing some other 
books not a tenth part as filthy as this one. 

You may not be inclined to fill this order. If you do not 
fill it I shall claim that you are of my opinion concerning 
ne „indecent, obscene, and blasphemous character of the 

e. 

You can saddle either beast you choose—send the book 
&nd be prosecuted. or refuse to gend it and tbus condemn it 
as I do. Very respectfully, L. L. Goopwi. 


Bronston, KY., April 3, 1891. 

Mr. Environ: I indorse heartily every word of a commu- 
nication from Bozeman, Mont., by Thos. Burk, which ap- 
peared in your issue of March 28th. He certainly hit the 
spiritual nail square on the head, if it has any head. For the 
last ten years I hav been an honest investigator of Spiritual- 
ism, and up to this time I hav not evidence enough to convince 
me thata man has another life after this. I hav evidence 
that convinces me that there is & power or force which seems 
to be intelligent—that can move articles of furniture, such 
38 tables, chairs, etc., across rooms, and write messages in 
locked slates. My faith in the last item (locked slates) is 
weak, not able to stand alone yet. Let me giv you an 
occurrence which happened several years ago right here 
where I liv. I vouch for the truthfulness of every word of it. 
I hav a brother-in-law by the name of Denny, who is a strictly 
honest, truthful man, and last, but least, a pillar in the Bap- 
tist church. He had a young lady in his family by the name 
of Mary Kelly, who wasa bright, honest girl of moderate edu- 
cation. She was employed by Denny as maid of all work. 
Miss Kelly seems to hav had mediumistic powers. She would 
place her hands on a small pine table, and there would be 
taps on the table making a noise like a drop of water falling 
from an elevation from the table of eight or ten feet. Miss 
Kelly would answer questions by the raps from the spirits, 
as she expressed it, rapped out alphabetically. Miss Kelly’s 
powers created quite a stir in our neighborhood. Now, I 
want strict attention. Denny had three brothers, who lived 
on & creek eighteen miles distant. Miss Kelly had an uncle 
by the name of John Caldwell, who had lived most of his 
life at Steubenville, Ky., thirteen miles distant, but had the 
year before this occurrence moved to the state of Texas. 
Denny wished to buy up a lot of hogs. He started early in 
the morning and went to the creek, eighteen miles distant, 
to his brother Tom, and bought fifteen hogs from him. 
From his brother Reuben he bought twenty-five. From his 
brother Jackson he bought thirty-five. Leaving his hogs at 
his brothers to be received at a future day, he went to Steu- 
benville, the former residence of John Caldwell. While 
there the news came from Texas that Caldwell had very 
recently died. Caldwell being a very worthy and prominent 
man, the news of his death created quite a sensation at his 
old home. From Steubenville Denny returned home, arriv- 
ing about 8 o'clock P. u. of the same day of leaving. After 
eating his supper he called Miss Kelly and asked her to see 
if she could call up the rapping spirits. Miss Kelly got her 
table out and the spirits promptly responded. Denny’s first 
question was, Mary, tell me haw many hogs Brother Tom 
has for sale.” After some rapping Miss Kelly answered, 
“ Fifteen.” The next question was, How many has Brother 
Reuben?" The answer was rapped out correctly, Twenty- 
five.” The next question was, How many has Jackson?“ 
and to his utter astonishment the correct answer was 
promptly rapped out, Thirty-five.” After waiting a few 
minutes, Denny said,. Mary, ask the spirits how Uncle 
John Caldwell is.’ Miss Kelly, after a very few raps, 
arose suddenly from the table, exclaiming, ‘‘ Oh, Uncle John 
is dead." Now, sir, the foregoing are absolute facts, and 
the only way that I can account for the absolutely correct 
answers of Miss Kelly is that it was Denny’s mind acting 
on Miss Kelly’s mind in a natural way, but in'a way not yet 


understood. This may be the key to explain or demonstrate | 
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modern Spiritualism. Denny was the only person in the 
house at the time Miss Kelly called up the spirits who could 
hav answered correctly his four questions. I hav lost 
sight of Miss Kelly. This rapping annoyed her s great deal. 
It would rap on her pillow of nights so she could not Sleep 
quietly, and some of her superstitious connections told her 
she was dealing with wicked spirits, and she gave up the 
business. J. N. Brown. 


zo Mapon, Ga., March 30, 1891. 
Mx. Epiror: The following lines were found among the 
papers of Ex-Senator Joshua Hill, who lately died in Madi- 
son, Ga. Yours truly, A. A. BELL. 
WITHOUT A OREED. 
(Lines written in view of death, Sunday, Feb. 23, 1879.) 


When death shall claim me for his own, 
And of this world I cease to be a part, 

To those J love I would make known 
The oft-expressed desire of my heart. 


When well assured that I do sleep 

The peaceful slumber that knows no waking, 
Then no longer my body keep, 

To allow of idle, empty leave-taking. 


Apparel such as now I wear, 
Plain and modest, avoiding all display, 
, Clothe me with; but let me cease to bear 
A gem or jewel when I am laid away. 


Without lesson, prayer, or song, 
Bear me to my appointed resting-place 
In profoundest stillness—earth's throng 
Will neither miss nor mourn my absent face. 


I ask no monumental stone 
To proclaim and magnify my poor worth; 
. But something simple, meant alone 
To tell the story of my death and birth. 


The doubts and hopes that fill my breath 

Vainly I’ve sought to solve in Christian creeds. 
Content I am to think at last 

That man’s only merit consists in deeds. 


I know not where power resides, 

I know not in whom rests supreme control, 
I know not where man’s soul abides, 

Nor am I certain that man has a soul. 


If to reverence nature be a test 
Of man’s devotion to creativ power, 
Then should I feel supremely blest, 
Nor fear to meet the inevitable hour. 


I go hence: I know not whether 

To bright scenes of bliss or dark caves of woe; 
Or, it may be that to neither 

Nor elsewhere I am destined to go. 


Without a creed I leave the world, 
Wholly ignorant of a future state; 
Like a ship with sails unfurled 


I leave the shore; my only pilot, fate. . J. H. 


LEXINGTON, Ky., March 25, 1891. 

Mz. Error: We hav had one millennium—the absence of 
war, peace, plenty enough for all. The idle hav lived well 
during this happy season, while the industrious poor hav 
starved. A terrible interregnum is taking the place of order. 
Anarchy now would be a spoiler, instead of a redeeming 
principle. We do not understand the heroic anarchy of 
ancient times, when some show of it was necessary to the 
very existence of liberty. Then Timoleon, weeping, in- 
flicted a death-wound upon his brother, who was an enemy 
to the freedom and best interests of Corinth. Just men are 
now often the most weak and inefficient. 

During the fermentation and confusion of thought, de- 
scribed by Walt Whitman, literature acquires no permanent 
character; art has no enchanting features to seize the sink- 
ing mind and bear it away from itself. Now is the nick of 
time. Let Infidels impress upon the human mind a splendid 
literature, such as the world never before thought of, and a 
benevclence beyond the highest idealism of virtue. Power 
is slipping from the hand of the trembling priest. He exalts 
the clergy above God, and shrieks, ** Confess not to the al- 
mighty, who pardons you and lets you steal and lie and 
murder the next day as usual; confess to the priest!" 
Young ladies take the sacrament; then go into the back 
streets and beat the harmless, feeble passenger for pastime. 

Laundry hands are worked until they die of cancer, by 
cruel men who are amassing fortunes by the blood and tears 
of their victims. These men are Christians. The poor hav 
struggled through the fierce cold of winter, uncared for by 
the heavenly Christian, but the bleak wind of March brought 
them on the streets to beg. Then we heard the cry, “ Arrest 
street beggars.” Cast-off garments were sent to cover their 
shuddering forms. Persons called on them piously, without 
a dime to giv them for bread. ‘No, that will make even 
the genteel, industrious ones vicious andidle.” But the rich 
hav taken care to ruin their business in various ways. They 
should help them before they sink so low. If all suburban 
lots, if all cheap lands, hav been absorbed by the greedy 
rich, the praying capitalist, then the poor must fester and 
rot in fearful holes without decent food, air, regular business, 
and wages. If Christians, if such persons, are not actual 
thieves, they may take thought and stop enlisting under the 
banner of Abaddon. They can restore, they can reclaim, 
that which is held unjustly. No doubt they should prepare 
for the recoil of the terrible wave which they hav lashed into 
foam and fury by their groveling injustice and tyranny, 
their foolish legislation, and idiotic distribution of lands and 
property. Something more effectual than the charter of 
Runnymede must be constructed for their benefit, and by 
patriots like Simon de Montfort, earl of Leicester. With 
heart burning for his country, he swore by the gullet of God, 
and per os Deus (the mouth of the almighty), that he would 
find some way to arrest the horse-leech Henry III. in his 
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shameless career of unjust exactions and extortions, and 
serpentlike tyranny. The priests are saying now that Christ 
uses the sacrament for his habitat. God is so powerful, and 
spirits are nothing; they require no space; a thousand of 
them could dance on the point of a needle (‘‘ and devils, 
too?). i 

It is well that the hard sense of mankind exists in spite of 
such ludicrous attempts at logic—miracles, too. And then 
Rev. Mr. Georgewell’s idea that effects can be independ- 
ent of usual causes would dash the mind upon the rocks of 
uncertainty, and land it where it is now, in the hands of 
tricksters and hungry liars, who manufacture dreaming 
idiots to pay their board-bills. Such obliging slaves are 
without dignity, intelligence, or love of mental progress. ` 
The moment we are conscious, if we are healthy, we desire 
something. A beaming, magnetic hand points to a star. All 
our energies rush that way. This is the will. Giv the 
vicious man a chance to reach his star. 

. Let friends skip over my poor letters, or help me. How 
beautiful was the letter of C. C. Germann, Bloomdale, O. 

Better than pious mysteries or political economy, sweeter 
than heaven, is the ardent desire, born of reason and purity. 
Faliacious hopes lead not to inferior organization, but to dis- 
Organization, monstrosity, annihilation. ALHEZA, 


Martinssure, W. Va., April 3, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: In the search for truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, many on all sides seem not to be able 
to conceive what truth actually is. The truth is hidden in 
the unsolved mystery of existence. All must agree that it 
is impossible to discover and positivly reveal to the world 
the truth. As I said, the nature and character of truth is 
not correctly or fully comprehended. We exist, but we 
know not whence we came or whither we go. Positivism 
and truth are twin brothers. The truth is found, if it is 
possible to be found, only through positivism. What does 
truth mean? It means that it is the all in all. If the gospel 
as taught by different creeds—Christianity, I mean—is true, 
then God, heaven, and hell are the truth. If not true, then 
the gospel is a humbug, and God, heaven, and hell a myth. 
If natural evolution of the spirit, Spiritualism, is true, that 
is the truth. If not true, then it is a myth. If death is 
total annihilation, that would be truth. The truth is eternal, 
whatever it may be. : 

Beyond the natural we know nothing. It is unthinkable 
to try to conceive the supernatural. It is a perfect mystery 
what is beyond this world, to all rational minds. Life and 
death is, so far as we are concerned in knowledge, as open a 
question as ever. 

Christianity teaches that the gospel is positivly true; and 
that man is fearfully and wonderfully made—as if man was 
the only being in existence, when hundreds of others of the 
animal order exist everywhere in the universe, some supe- 
rior in some respects to man, and all created by nature and 
existing in the same conditions of a common destiny. Men 
and women are only speaking animals. Christians declaro 
that God made man in his own image, with an immortal 
spirit. These are claims that they affirm to be facts. The 
knowledge of spirit, what it is and where it is, has never 
been demonstrated. Then that is all there is about those 
claims. I am a devotee of the truth. I am entirely dis- 
posed.to be broad and Liberal and impartial in my views. 
I would be far happier to know all that concerns my destiny. 
Knowledge is a blessing, as well as power, and our greatest 
foes are ignorance and deception. : 

The world has been disputing and: contending about the 
questions of what is true and what is untrue. It is still go- 
ing on and the truth is yet undiscovered. In my experience 
inlifeI hav found that when people desire to be just and 
impartial they must take everything into consideration. 
The diversity of sects and churches is not so strange, after 
all. Al things considered, it is a necessary result of many 
causes. Surely Freethinkers must respect any conviction 
that is sincere. The Golden Rule itself justifies that. Do 
unto others as you would havthem dounto you. Ignorance, 
vanity, and self-conceit are plentiful. Hypocrisy and shams 
are what we must watch and expose. The Liberal must 
practice what he or she preaches. Our words and actions 
are observed and analyzed. This is an age of responsibility 
and accountability. Those who bring reproach on the 
church aze the inconsistent and hypocritical. 

Great principles of truth will stand, and triumph over all 
that is false. Religious and civil liberty must be guaranteed 
to all. Keep church and state separate. Make all mind 
their own business and keep within bounds. Then all will 
enjoy their religious and civil rights, and injustice and tyr- 
anny disappear. I am a Freethinker, but open to conviction. 
We must hear all sides, and come to no conclusion only as 
far as the evidence goes. I do not say there is no God. 
That would be affirming. Asa positivist I could not say 
that. Iam holding off from any dogma. I define my posi- 
tion as Agnostic. It is not in my power nor the whole world 
combined to solve the mystery of existence. Our duty goes 
no farther than our knowledge as lovers of the truth. I 
must recognize what is possible. My Christian friends be- 
lieve without evidence. I disbelieve for the want of evi- 
dence. I know the facts of nature—that all existence is 
sustained by many causes. Possibly God may exist, but not 
probably. I say there is no positiv evidence that an al- 
mighty God exists. He may exist without this evidence. 
If so, Agnosticism is the only rational, honest position to 

take. I will endeavor to do right because it is right. Good- 
ness has its own rewards. I hav found that good and bad 
conduct hav their own reward and punishment here on 
earth. If we must differ with others let that difference be 
respected. Let us be firm, bat respectful, to those who be- 
lieve differently. Liv a moral life and quit making claims . 
about the problems of the unknown. Make the best of life, 
for the truth js eternal. | Tuomas J. CONNES, 
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— ne tine kn ee 


Children’s Corner. 


Hdtiad by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known ag the Children's Hour.” 


Lines 
CONCERNING; 1, VIRTUE; 2. CHARITY; 9. WORLDLY 
PRAISE; 4. ENVY; 5. PLEASURE; 6. 
FAULTS; 7. OUTWARD THINGS. 
He who runs in virtue’s way 
To win & place and bear the sway; 
. Who, not from principles divine, 
Sueceeds to power here in time; 
Will finally be brought to know 
His virtue is an empty show. 
But virtue that is true indeed 
From honest motivs doth proceed. 


Did charity in all prevail, 

No selfishness would dare asgail; 

But earth would quickly thus become 
A paradise, a blessed home. 

And sin would be a chaos passed, 

No more to man a scorehing blast; 
For charity and love combined 

Giv happiness condensed; refined 


He who little knows the world 

Will praise its banners where unfurled ; 
Will worship at its gaudy shrine, 

And call its relios all divine ! 

While he who knows the world the most 
Will never of his knowledge boast ; 

But rather such will wish to be 

Away therefrom, redeemed and free. 


As nettles hugged upon the breast 
Would soon destroy all quietness ; 
Bo envy cherished in the heart 

Will cause all comfort to depart. 

It leaves a thousand stings indeed, 
Enough to make one’s spirit bleed ; 
And justly too it poisons those 
Who blindly seek from it repose. . 


Mental pleasures pure, serene, 

Never 0loy., as e'er was seen; 

But oft repeated they inorease 

In calm reflection, giving peace; 
While sensual pleasures fade and die, 
At bəst their promised joy’s a lie. 
They do the mental pleasures bind, 
Which less improved are less refined. 


Better one fault, our own, subdue, 
Than find in others one or two ; 

This eagle eye to other's faults 

At our misgiving never halts. 

If &0, it soon tries to discover 

Some faults abroad our own to cover i 
Thon I for one will first subdue 

My greatest faults—let this be true. 


While here in time we all should be 
From dirt and useless rubbish free; 
From everything that dwarf8 the mind; 
As earthly joys of lowest kind. 
Oar outward things of care and trust, 
If in confusion, dirt, and dust, 
Bespeak, I know, just what we are. 
Most loudly, too. Let us take care. 
t 


My Collection. 


My Youne L:szRAL Ferenps: I am the 
owner and possessor of a fine collection of 
mineral specimens, Indian relics, war and 
other relics, fossils, shells, coins, old books, 
and curiosities of all kinds from all parts of 

` the world. Iam proud of my collection, and 
I think I hava right to be, for it has cost 
me much time and money. I wonder how 
many of the readers of the Corner hav a col- 
lection? I think they should all hav one, 
for a collection of quaint and curious things 
affords much pleasure, and besides, there is 
much to be learned by studying each object 
carefully. By careful study of each object 
jn my collection, I hav gained many impor- 
tant facts in geology, botany, natural history, 
archeology, and other important branches of 
study. i 
. Thinking it would be of interest to the 
readers of the Corner, I take pleasure in 
mentioning a few of the most valuable and 
interesting things in my collection. One 
shelf of my cabinet contains the Indian relics, 
arranged in boxes of different sizes, and each 
relic correctly labeled. This collection of 
relics is composed of grooved stone axes, a 
stone hammer, stone and fiint war-club heads, 
spear and arrowheads made of flint, quartz, 
jasper, agate, etc., a fiint scraper, a pottery 
pipe, a pottery vase, old pottery fragments 
(grooved, painted, and plain) from South 
Carolina, New York, Alabama, Arizona, and 
Kausas; Pueblo pottery fragments, and a 
white turquoise bead from old ruins in New 
Mexico (one thousand years old); “ wam- 
pum,” or Indian money used by the North 
American Indians’ one hundred years ago; 
pretty colored beads from Arizona; buttons, 
nails, paint, and flint from an Indian grave; 
Indian skulls and other bones, besides a num- 
ber ef unfinished flint and stone implements. 
On another shelf, arranged the same as the 


|tion of curios, ‘minerals, etc., but it is not 


Indian relics, are the various other relics, of 
which the following are the most important: 
A sickle owned by the honored D. M. Ben- 
nett about eighteen years ago; a sword and 
sash used in the great battle of Lundy’s Lane, 
fought during the war of 1812-14 (this 
sword was also used in the civil war); a 
small bell made from a piece of the frame on 
which the old Liberty bell swung; a piece of 
wood from a mulberry-tree at Washington's 
old headquarters in Richmond, Va. (it was 
to this tree that he hitched his horse); old 
Revolutionary relics from Bemis Heights, 
near Saratoga; relics from the scene of 
Burgoyne’s surrender; wood containing a 
minie ball from the battle.fleld of Spottsyl- 
vania; also wood from the fields of Freder- 
icksburg, Seven Pines, Bull Run, and Cold 
Harbor; a cannon ball from the field of Cold 
Harbor; a brick and a piece of wood from 
Libby prison; a copy of the daily Citizen, 
published at Vicksburg the day before Grant 
took that city; a copy of the New York 
Herald as it appeared the morning after Lin- 
coln's assassination; a small plug hat made 
of United States national greenbacks, re- 
deemed and macerated at the United States 
treasury; a piece of wood from the house 
in which Spiritualism originated, 1848; a 
supplement to the Toledo Blade of Jan. 1, 
1846; a pair of cuff-buttons over one hundred 
years old; a leaf from a copy-book used by 
Abraham Lincoln when a school-boy; also 
a book from which he selected his school-day 
speeches, and one of his old law documents iu 
manuscript; an old certificate bearing the 
genuin signature of President Jackson and 
dated Dec. 6,1830; a $20 Confederate bill 
dated Richmond, Feb. 17, 1864, and bearing 
the portrait of Alexander H. Stephens; also 
an old Missouri defense bond (Confederate) ; 
a piece of cloth cut from a flag at Fort Ethan 
Allen, July 4, 1864; a book and clock from 
the Johnstown flood; old United States 
stamps and postal cards; books printed in 
1801, 1812, 1845, 1852, etc.; autograph letters 
of noted people, and many other interesting 
relics. These relics are all genuin. 

I also hav a collection of coins, among 
which are the following: a Roman coin, 
1,500 years old ; & Mexican coin, used when 
Cortes conquered Mexico ; old English coins, 
one being 184 years old; a Spanish coin, 155 


years old; and other very old coins, be- 


Sides coins from the following countries : 
China, Jamaica, Portugal, Brazil, Venezuela, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Canada, 
and others. 


One shelf of my cabinet is filled with curi- 
osities, such as fine corals, shells, star. flsh, 
sea cookies, sea beans, sea urchins, skate 
eggs, shark eggs, shark teeth, alligator teeth, 
barnacles, and other marine curiosities; por- 
cupine quills, cacao beans, live-oak acorns, 
willow cones, snake rattles, buffalo beans, 
castor beans, Chinese book, slippers, beads, 
charms, and napkins; a mounted tarantula 
and his nest, a mounted horned toad, wood 
and bark of the redwood tree, bark of the 
cork tree, lava from volcano, buffalo horn 
and tooth, hook ef the giant fishhook cactus, 
curious copper calcite, and marl formations, 
pretty mosses, and other botanical specimens. 
IT also hav many curiosities in the fossil and 
petrifaction line, such as petrified wood, fos- 
sil crinoid heads and stems, fossil fish and 
snake, petrified wasp’s nest, fossil ferns, 
petrified buffalo meat, petrified moss, fossil 
shark’s tooth, fossil trilobite, fossil sea ur- 
chin, fossil coral, petrified fir-gum, fossil 
bones and shells, fossil marl, fossils from 
New York, stag horn coral, honeycomb coral, 
paleo cycles, Missouri river fossils, and other 
varieties too numerous to mention. 

I hav made this account of my collection 
as brief as possible, but I expect it is too long 
to find a place in the Corner. If it does 
escape the waste-basket I hope it will be of 
interest to the readers of the Corner. I hav 
just mentioned the most important things in 
my collection. If any of the children, or any- 
one, has any Indian relics, or anything quaint 
and curious that they could add to my collec- 
tion, send it to me, and I will send you some- 
thing in return. My collection is growing all 
the time. Wishing you all success, and hop. 
ing this little contribution will be of interest 
to you—that is, if Miss Wixon accepts it—I 
remain, Your Liberal friend, 

GEORGE J. ReMsBURG. 

Oak Mills, Kan., March 26, 1891. 


[Our friend George is very kind to giv us 
the above account of his fine collection. We 
hope it may stimulate others to begin a cab- 
inet. It is & great source of education. 
Some time we may tell you about our collec- 


to the Corner. 


little calf. Papa has been taking THE TRUTH 


little puppies and 


going to Washington next winter. I guess I 


love to read the Corner. 
all gone now and it makes it muddy. I was 


or uneasy, or sorrowful, as though they could 
trouble him long? Remember what an atom 
you are in the universe, what a minute of im- 
measurable time falls to your share, and what 
a small concern you are in the empire of fate. 
A man misbehaves himself toward me. 
Whatisthat to me? The action is his, and 
therefore let him look to it. As for me, I am 
in the condition that universal nature assigns 
me. Weought toliv withthe gods. 'This is 


near as beautiful or as extensiv as the one 
enumerated above. Ep. C. C.1 : 
— . —ñä— 


Correspondence. 


_Troumern, Nes., March 17, 1891. 
Dzar Miss Wrron: This is my first letter 
I hope this will be in the 
paper. Papa gave Sister Maggie and Eda a 


SEEKER for years. Sister Susie is making a 


rug; she is five years old. We talk about done by him who always exhibits a soul con- 
soins M Washington next ele We S M tented with the appointments of providence. 
I am eight years old. Marcus Aurelius. 


DoRoTHA WEDEKIND. 


TzcuMsEH, Nes., March 16, 1891. 

DEAR Miss Wrxon: This is my second let- 
ter to Tue TRuTH Serxer. My papa takes 
the paper. I like to look at the pictures and 
read the Children’s Corner. We had five 
gave them all away but 

one, which we will keep. I would like to 
correspond with Annie Ballhorn, as we are 


THE 


French Invasion of Ireland in '98, 


Leaves of Unwritten Histor oa ae TON oa a 
eroic Endeavor and a a 
niy to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFE. 


known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth, 
Ink and gold side stamps. Price, $1.50. 


The present volume is ax effort to rescue from 
comparativ oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war. . . „ It points a moral that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail receive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influsnce of newly acquired ambition, . . 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Contains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
ser nper nonoo,” Price, 10 cents. 


t 
The False Teaching of the Chris- 
tian Church. The Thirty-nine 


ticles of the Christian church are thirty- 
1 ol broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 


will close. Your Freethinker friend, 
: Epa L. WzpzxIND. 
TreuMsEn, Nes., March 17, 1891. 
Dzar Miss Wixow: This is my second let- 
ter to the Corner. I enjoy the pictures and 
The snow is nearly 


ten years old the 4th of February. Papa has 
lots of garden seed. We didn’t raise any 
garden-stuff last year, but papa says he will 
raise lots of it this year. Our school will 
begin the 1st of next month. Mr. Warren 
is going to teach the school. I will be glad 
when school begins. Mr. Owen Tracy is 
working for us; he is a good hand. .I will 
close, hoping to see this in print. 
Your Freethinker friend, 
BRRTHA M. WEDEKIND. 
Powpgr Mitt, Moxr., March 12, 1891. 
Dzar Miss Wrron: My uncle takes THE 


1 a minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 
ÜTeurH SEEKER. I hav been reading the pers or tryin 10 induce the Deity fo under- 
Children’s Corner, and seeing no letters from ake a orusade of one against the Colorado 


beetle!” Price, 10 cents. P 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 
Price, 5 cents. : 


Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


any children in this state, I thought it might 
be interesting to some of the readers of the 
Corner to hear about this part of the country. 
There are lots of cattle here, which are 
rounded up twice each year in the spring 
for the purpose of branding the calves, and 
in the fall for gathering the beeves, which are 
driven in large herds to the railroad, which is 
about eighty miles from this place. 

I am twelve years old, and I am a Free- 
thinker. As this is my first letter, I will close. 
Hoping to see this in the Corner, I am, 

Yours for truth, HARVEY CROSBY. 


TxovusEH, Nzs., March 16, 1891. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: This is the second 
time I hav written to the Corner. We are 
going to Washington next spring. Papa said 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality ; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the oreeds of the prisoners in the pen- 


ne woud a 8 get one of those large books. 1 ; tho Ohuroh apd Civiliza on ; sine 
a has been taking this paper for three years. ona ones; the ron and Learning; 
Iam thirteen years old, and am the oldest  $b6 Ohuroh and Lib hurch and the 


erty ; the 

Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Orimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scriptures Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 

lerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 

nkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Oannibalism ; Witchcraft; 
Blavery; Polygamy: Intemperance; Poverty 
&nd Vagranoy; Ignorance and Idiocy ; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


This is the best 


of seven girls. We hav a bouncing baby 
boy now. It is three weeks old. We raised 
aplenty of potatoes to do us till potatoes come 
again. We had bad luck this evening. Our 
family riding pony kicked our favorit colt 
to death. We were all very sorry; he was 
so gentle. The Christians hav started a 
Sunday-school here. They wanted pa to be 
secretary, and he said he didn’t want any 
truck with it. So they did not take him. 
The neighbors would stop for us girls to go, 
but we didn’t want to go. I think I will 
close for fear of the dreadful waste-basket. 
Hoping to see this in print, I remain, 
Your Freethinker friend, 
Maden M. WEDEKIND. 


Vernon, Tex., March 27, 1891. 

Mies Susan H. WixoN: Mr. O. A. Phelps, 
of Colorado, has been holding a series of 
Liberal lectures here, and he suggested we 
raise some money for Mr. J. H. Cook. Iam 
very much pleased with him. I am a little 
girl eleven years old, but I hope I may be 
able to do much for thecause of Freethought 
and mental liberty. 

Iam your well-wisher and little friend, 


R Iba FITZGERALD. 
P. 8.—You will find $2.35 for Prof. J. H. 
Cook, of Columbus, Kan. I. F. 


[The money has been forwarded. It would 
save some trouble to the editor if donations 
would be sent directly to the parties con- 
cerned instead of passing through the hands 
of the editor, who is always very busy. The 
amounts sent will be acknowledged in the 
Corner. Again, when it is desired that the 
editor shall transact business outside of the 
Corner, at least, stamps should be sent for 
prepaying postage, a little matter that we are 
sometimes apt to forget. We are pleased to 
hear from Ida and hope to hear from her 
soon again.—Ep. C. G.] 

. — — — 

A Pacan Hou. Reflect frequently 
upon the instability of things, and how fast 
the scenes of nature are shifted. Matter is 
ina perpetual flux. Change is always and 
everywhere at work; it strikes through 
causes and effects, and leaves nothing fixed 
and permanent. And then, how near us stand 
the two vast gulfs of time—the past and the 
future. Now, is not that mana blockhead 
that lets momentary things make him proud, 


under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
patio Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; Th i 
Examination of 


thers; The 


Scholars and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the sto 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates hie name from the agpersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from Common Sense,” 
American Crisis,” Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given; also; tributes to Paine'g 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and. containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents: 


- Cloth, 75 cents. . 
Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 


oline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliever ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Ghristian Sabbath. Each 
Scents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free. 
Lape Convention, January 39,1884. Price: 

cents. 


Fathers of Our Republie, Paine, Jef- 
ferson; Washington, Franklin. A lecture de- 
livered before the Tenth Annual Congress o. 
the American Secular Union, in Chickering 
Hall, New York; November 18, 1886. 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 


USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


eetings, to make them lively and inter- 
1 Tax LIBERAL H TMN. Book contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
n ig highly recommended by Messrs, Wakeman; 
Parton. right, Green, Underwood, Mra, Blenker, 
i ndee all who hav examined it. 
S osnte f Address Tus TRUTH BERKER OS- - 


With a map aud numerous illustrations by well- ` 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. ! 
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NOW READY.--PRICE, $2 AND $2.50. 


The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book. 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION, 
. AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. | 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS, 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE 
ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


Desiens bv Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer 


CONTENTS: 
Uncle Sam and the Priests. The Church and Thomas Paine. The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross, 
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an Pontiff ag to God. aine Was Denounced, i 
The Bkeloton that nole Bam may Some Day Faine. Services and His Reward from the ed ors. Past and Present. Pae Ola Tigor an 'H s Whales 
M Ney. EISE : n Once Upon a Time a Donkey Kicked a Lion. Peruvians Before and Since the Conquest. The, Or QOL Me Oburch, “Don’t Hurt Our 
e Trail of the Serpent. Missi ri Shake, Old Man; We’ the 8 La 
Home Undesirable . Studies in Natural Histo sstonarios p ard worker to Morena HAY 
La Loyalty rane ele A Question for Theological tie LM Hypocrisy of Ohristian Missionary Effort—I. Samman, . to Methodist min. 
"V By Herc pelo, de Trant Peers to fg EO a e me dean Royiyal, regten Missionariosin Man.  — 7 0 
iium. le re " ` n ry s 
The Outcome of Church and State Union. Religion in Han and Instinct in the Brute. Missionary Methods in the Ohuroh of England, F "m n by the Church, 
The God-in-the-Constitution Guerillas. —Lib- The Bible and Sci : A Poor Bule That Doesmt Work Both Ways. The Only Thing on Which the Sects Agree 
Religious Treason the Ruin of the Republic. - ^ The Bibi Pie cience, The Lord's Instruments, An Unwelcome Pilgrimage. i 
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What Unele Sam Should Do. Shearing Time. Biblical Temperance Statements. Case of De MoGiynn—the Oburch True to Her 
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A Teacher Wo Do Not Want. Practical Applicaton of the Atonement. "PP" I. On the Probation Plan Soene Inside of the 
A New Application of an Old Text. he Great] 2 a Harp. An Incident of a Bnow-gtorm, January, 1889. Gates of the New Jerusalem. 
The Reptiles in the Path. Divine Beneficence. De : Anothor Incidens of Another Bnow-storm. Into Heaven vía. Purgatory. " 
Recruiting for Ohureh Institutions, -The Tabernacles of the Lord—D,. Different Stories of an Alleged Occurrence. Hell. 
Products of the Parochial Be . i e How to Make the Road to Salvatio . 
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The Joys of the Sunday-School Boy. The Creeds 5 The Colossus of New York. The Devil's Occupation Gone. 
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shing. The Oreeds of the World. The Church's Idea of Civilization A Hint to Talmage, Sam Jones, et at, 
Woman the Supporter of Preacher and Pope, Qhristianity’a Holy Family. e 2 The Women’s Christian Temperance Union's 
Sea Mor MR DX C rg MMC EE IMPR m 
e rt. e Oreeda! an e ernme uncta, ‘ools of the Olerica: e. 
When Womanhood Awaken. God, Our Country, and an Appropriation» What Homo Would Use to Civilizo People. The Modern Balaam. 


AUTHORITIES QUOTED: 


President John Adams, Robert C. Adams, D'Aubigne's History of the Reformation, Athanasian Creed, Prof. H. G, Atkinson, Matthew Arnold, Lord Amberley, Account of 
the Irish Massacre, Cardinal Baronius, Cardinal Bellarmine, Byron, Senator Henry W. Blair, D. M. Bennett, H. W. Beecher, Burnett's History of My Own Times, Annie Besant, 
Buck’s Theological Dictionary, Buckle's History of Civilization, Brooks Adams's Emancipation of Massachusetts, Governor Brownlow of Tennessee, J. M. Buckley, D.D., Charles 
Bradlaugh, Professor Buchner, Beauchamp, Prof. James Bryce, M.P., Edward Beecher, Bible Myths, A. Bierbower, M. Babcock, Council of Constance, Cristian Statesman, Dr. 
Thomas Cooper, Rev. James Freeman Clarke, Dr. Carpenter, Christian Advocate, Catholic Review, Catholic World, Ohiniquy's Fifty Years in the Church of Rome, Rev. Moncure D. 
Conway, Thomas Carlyle, Presbyterian Confession of Faith, The Chronicle of Perth, Jesus Christ, Congregational Creed, Prof. W. K. Clifford, Archbishop Corrigan, William Cobbett 
on the English Church, Catholic Union and Times, Chambers’s Cyclopedia, Cassius Clay, Prof. Theodore Dwight, Darwin, William Denton, Dana’s Manual of Geology, Prof. Van 
Buren Denslow, Durham's Commentarie Upon the Book of Revelation, Dowling’s History of Romanism, Diderot, Draper's Intellectual Development of Europe, Draper’s Conflict 
Between Religion and Science, Chauncey M. Depew, Edward Everett, Emmons’s Volume of zermons, Jonathan Edwards, Benjamin Franklin, San Francisco Freethought, Jas. Anthony 
Froude, Garibaldi, Guizot (French Historian), Gregory VII., President J. A. Garfield, President U. B. Grant, A. J. Grover, Boston Globe, Gamble, Helen H. Gardener, Matilda Joslyn 
Gage, Gibbon, Genesis, Rev. E. E. Guild, Gillespie’s Aaron’s Rod Blossoming, Greg’s Creed of Christendom, Goethe, Cardinal Gibbons, Patrick Henry, Alvah Hovey, D.D., President 
Newton Theological Institution; D'Holbach, Victor Hugo, Dexter A. Hawkins, Ernst Haeckel, Hecker’s Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages, Professor Huxley, Hutchinson's Exposi- 
tion of the Minor Prophets, Hobbes, Harper's Weekly, Hallam's History of the Middle Ages, Ingersoll, President Thomas Jefferson, C. H. Jones, ed. Chris. Paper of Chicago; O. D. 
Jones in Am. Nonconformist, Kingsley’s Natural History, Abner Kneeland, Lecky’s Rationalism in Europe, Leo XIII. (Pope), Loyola, Lafayette, Henry Luttrell, Martin Luther, Locke 
Macaulay, President Madison, President Monroe, Dean Milman, Milton, W. H. H. Murray, Dr. McGlynn, Hon. Stanley Matthews, of the U. 8. Supreme Court, Manu, Cardinal 
Manning, Maine’s Ancient Law, Arthur B. Moss, Massachusetts Records, Morells History of Philosophy, Michelet, Moore, Missionary Herald, Mohammedan Emir to Bishop 
Crowther, John Stuart Mill, Wm. McDonnell’s Heathens of the Heath, Mackenzie’s History of the XIX Century, New Haven Colony Records, Neander, Church Historian ; Lord Neares. 
Nordau, Bishop O'Connor, Felix L. Oswald, Robert Dale Owen, Max O’Rell, People’s Cyclopedia, Pius IX. (Pope), Pius X. (Pope), Archbishop Paley, Parker Pillsbury, St. Paul, 
Thomas Paine, Plymouth Colony Records, Life of the Rev. Alexander Peden, Prescott (History), John Peck, Prof. Richard A. Proctor, Josiah Quincy, Edgar Quinet, W. Stewart 
Ross (Baladin), Robertson, John E. Remsburg, Report of New York Catholic Protectory, Rutherford’s Religious Letters, Reade’s Martyrdom of Man, Report to House of Commons by 
Sheriff Allison of Glasgow, Renan, Archbishop Ryan, Robertson’s Survey of the State of Europe, E. A. Stevens, T. W. Smith (American Missionary), Dr. Schaff, Prof. Church History 
in Union Theological Seminary, New York; Herbert Spencer, Dr. Josiah Strong, Schopenhauer, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Shakspere, Charles Stephenson, Leslie Stephen, Elmina D. 
Slenker, PercyBysshe Shelley, Strauss, A. C. Swinburne, Tak TRUTH SzzkxE, New York Tablet (Roman Catholic), J. P. Thompson, Truth Seeker Annual, New York Times, The 
New Englander, Taylor, Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, U. S. Senate Reports, U. S. Senate Sunday Bills, Upham’s Salem Witchcraft, Voltaire, Volney, Gilbert Vale, Rev. Thomas Vincent, 
Cardinal Wiseman, President George Washington, Walt Whitman, J. M. Wheeler, Archbishop Whately, Daniel Webster, Rev. John Wesley, Prof. Andrew D. White, Wishart’s 
vl dg is m xxm of Montrose, John AVilzon, M.A., Eliaur Wright, Lieutenant Wood, U. S. N., J. G. Whittier, E. C. Walker in Bible Temperance, Nathaniel Ramsay 

aters, W. W. Walker. : ; 


NEARLY 400 PAGES, 12 INCHES BY 9 INCHES, BOUND IN BOARDS, WITH ILLUMINATED COVER, $2; IN CLOTH, GOLD STAMP, $2.50. 


Sent by Mail on Receipt of Price by THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City, 


254 


THE TRUTH. ‘SEEKER, APRIL 18. 


1891. 


Agents for the Truth Seeker, 
ALABAMA. ` 
Star News Depot, 2,008 2d ave., Birmingham. 
CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Ball & McCarter, 7 W. First st., Los Angeles. 
Edwards & McKnight, 12 W. 1st st., Los 
Angeles. 
Max News Stand, 1st & Main sts., LosAngeles. 
J. C. Scott, 22 Third st., San Francisco, Cal. 
Estate of 8. C. Blake, 508 Kearny st., San 
Francisco. [ei 8CO. 
Richardson Bros., s Grant ave., Ban Fran- 
ANADA. 
T.C.Allen&Co. 124 Granville st., Halifax, N. S. 
Mrs. W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Longe gt., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
Thos. Moffatt, Orillia, Ont. 
R. W. Wheeler & Co. ; Hamilton, Ont. 


GOLOEADO. 
J. C. Richey, 207 Harrison ave., ; Leadville. 
FLORIDA. 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 


Mrs. S. E. Ames, 169 Washington st., Chicago. 
Post-office News Co., 103 Adams st., Chicago. 
G. E. Wilson, 814 8. State st, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
J. W. Howe, 48 S. Halstead st., Chicago, 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
Wm. E. Fa r, South Bend, 
KANBAB. 
E. D. Sharpnack, Galena, Kan. 
UISIANA. 
Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., New Orleans. 
MAINE. 
N. Q. Fessenden, 434 Congress st., Portland. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
Johnson Bro's 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 
A. M. Driscoll, 784 Front st., Worcester. 
MIOHIGAN. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465, 
Chas. Bach, Woodbine Cottage, Coit ave., 
Grand Rapids. 
C. Holton & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
Horace Haynes, Leslie. 
MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 822 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
. NEW JERSEY. 
C. Schmidt, 69 Pacific st., Newark. 
J. G. Hunter, 66 Wickliff st., Newark. 
John Hossack, Danforth and Ocean ave., 
Jersey City. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Burnton & Co., 92 Fourth ave., New York. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
Mr. Kelly, 1243 Third ave., New York. 
R. W. Turner, 349 4th ave., New York. 
E. Friedman, 72 Canal st., New York. 
H. Cohn, 320 West st., New York. 
Morris Ash, 120 Broadway, New York. 
Gaorge Gross, 1693 Broadway. New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 
J. H. Russell, Fulton & Nassau sts. 
J.Vanden Broeck, 897 Bleecker st. „New York. 
New York News Co., 20 Beekman Sta; 66^ 
S. J. King. 179 So. Pearl 8t., Albany. 
E. C. Weidman, 126 State gt., Rochester. 
OHIO. 
J ohn Jacques, Akron. 
N. Hexter, 308 Superior street, Cleveland. 
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 
W. Smith, 329 Superior st., Cleveland. 
Benj. 1 319 Chillicothe street, Ports- 
[Cleveland. 
Larwood. "Bartlett & Day, 259 Buperior st., 
OBRGON, 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
C. H. Wilcox, Portland. 
W. Wedeken, Portland, Ore. 
PHNNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
J. A. Kirk, Du Bois 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
Roman Staley, cor. Wood and 4th ave., 
Pittsburgh. 
RHODE ISLAND. 
H. Carr, 947 High st., Providence. 
J. H. J. Reilly, 413 High 8t., Providence. 
TENNESSEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville, 
D. P. Henderson & Co. , Chattanooga. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
J. Jackson, Dallas. 
E. A. Andrea, 916 Main st., Dallas. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 
WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Stine Bros., Walla Walla 
Geo. Funk, 909 Pacific ave., Tacoma. 
C. B. Reynolds, Lock Box 5 Freemont. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 
C. Stocker, 29 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 
AUSTRALIA. 
Chas. H. Bamford, 190 Little Collins st., Fast 
Melbourne, Victoria. 
W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. B. W. 
NEW ZBSALAND. 
A. D. Willis, Wanganul. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
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CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition, 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Modem Science Essojis 


Ten Cents Each. 

1. HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 

philosophy. By Mr. DANIEL G@REENLEAF 
'HHOMPSON : 

2. OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : : Hislife, works, 
and influence. By Rey. Joun W. OHADWIOK. 

3. SOLAR. AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
How suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. Garret P. BERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. LEWIS G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins, By Mr. WILLIAM Potts. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND. 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Cork. 

8, EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 

à velopment. By Dr. ROBERT G. EOOLES. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By JAMESA. SEIL- 


10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. RIDNEY 
11. EYOVUTION OF MORALS. 
12. N OF EVOLUTION. By NzzsoN O. 


13. EVOLUTION AS BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
HOUGHT. By Joun W. OgADWIOK. 


14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By BTARB 
Hoyt NICHOLS. 


15, THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON T 
gon MING CIVILIZATION. By Minot J. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By Dr. Lewis 


— 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER, 


ttself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 


** The shame 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 
MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MBS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plon," in Order or 
Credits, 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - 75 Cents. 
a@ This book was suppressed by the firsó Amer- 
ican publisher. gy 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


$ | of the Individual. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


BY 
-HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the e 
of Man. 


ENTM What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal. 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth; "The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Christian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis- 
dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
‘Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of 89. 
ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of *' Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reagon, 
and to Rs noblest sentiments: never to bis gel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Travelor. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
ohurches and Young Men’s 
Uhren Associa- 

ion. 


By Bion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price 31. Address Taz TRUTH BEZKER. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity? 
BI GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 

Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 


Miss Wixon's Works. 


Allina Lifetime, A A Liberal Romance. 


12m0, 300pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
12mo, 383pD., $1.25. 


or Boys and Girls. 

Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some aa Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free. 
thinkers’ Ohildren's Story-Book ever Isgued, 
66 fuli-page illustrations and ?5 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers ; 460, 224pp., boards, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
BY T, C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10.cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TRY-SQUARE. 


OE, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
_ BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 


-| Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 


his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questione 
of human concern, religious, political, and other. 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan. 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suff- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. ; 
For sale at this offiea. Price. $1.00. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., etc. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. 'The book contains many ideas 
that wil be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
wil hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits.—[The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Brain ina ihe Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 

By EDGAR C. BEALL. l 

Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL, 
Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


Creed of Christendom. 
Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure, 
By W: R. GREG. 

Compiete in 1 vol., 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


WHICH: 
SPIRITUALISN OR CHRISTIANITY? 


By Moszs HULL (Spir.) and 
Rv. W. F. PARKER (Chris.). 


cloth, 7 


Price, paper, 50 cents; 75 cents. 


HEBREW MYTHOLOGY} 
oR, 
The Rationale of the Bible. 
Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only. 
By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 
8vo, 613pp., - - - " 


Faith and Reason. 


ACCOUNT OF THE 


Christian and All Prominent Religions Before 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 
Books of the East. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


$2.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


Nature’s Revelations of Character. 
Physiognomy Illustrated. 


By JoszPx Simms, M.D. 


Individual traits indicated by the temporaments 
and features. 


260 woodcuts.  8vo, 650pp., cloth, $3; e 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, $4. 50. 


AMBERLEY!S LIFE OF JESUS. 


His Character and Doctrines. 
From the Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING 
Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of 
Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury befcre, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era. 
Full index, 446pp., 


$1.50. 
THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 


AN , 
Inquiry into the Claims of Biblical Inspiration 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion. 
By A. H. O'DONOGHUE. 
Price, - - n 


$1. 
NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 

A Radical Novel of Marked Ability. 
BY FREDERIKA MACDONALD. 


404 pages. Price reduced to $1. 


AFEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 


OTHER BrodnAPHIOAL SKETOHES AND Essays. 


By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 
With Portrait and Autobiography. . 


Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp. 12mo, 
260 DD.» $1.25. 


MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 
By J. ALBERGER. 


376pp., $1. Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts. 


‘POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


AOOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents af God. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 


eae W. Huut (Spir.). 


Price, - - + 15 cents. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 
A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 


By J. K. Inearts. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 


The Jews and their God stood on the lowest 
plane.“ 


Price, 10 cents. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE. 
By F. R. Marvin. 
Price, . + 5 cents. 


f wmo ad books address 
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|MYTHS AND MYTH-M AKERS. | 


TR UT Hl $ EE y ER | | j B A RY, Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 


. Comparative Mythology. 
ISSUED MONTHLY. 


By J OHN FISKE, M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College. 
ice, $2 
subseription price, $3 per annum, TS 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. BEYOND THE VEIL. 
1, The Truth Beeker Annual and Freethink- , Olaimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B, 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
dene ð 50 Mrs. F. H. McDougall and Mrs. — 
R Luna Hutchinson. [Spir.} 
25 | Steel Engraving of Randolph. Price, $1.50. 


CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


Crimes and Persecutions. 
[8vo, 1, 1195p. Cloth, 88; leather, $4; morocco, 


THE 


THEIR 


gilt edges, $4.59, 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION, 
Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 


issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Addrese THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
rls and & younger brother who were left parente 
ess, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
oing to Chicago. The author is also the heroin. 
he narrativ is,in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl’s life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 

of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CANGER 
Charles Watts's Works. 


The Tegchings of Secularism Com - 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Xs It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Necds of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Profa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 

A Reply to Father Lambert's 
“Tactics of Infidels,” 20 cents. 
Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 16 
Cents. 

The Horrors of the French Reve: 
Jution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destruetiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 


to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
de. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 


Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which Is the More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents, 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
lice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. : x 

The Glory of Unbelief. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. s 

The American Secular Union; Its 


and Tumors CURED: no knife: 
book free. Drs. GRATIGNY & DIX, 
No. 163 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 


Necessity and the Justice of Its 


Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption : An Open 
Letter to the Rev. Dr. R, F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N. , In this letter the following subjects are 

dealt with: 1. Why Do the Clergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Ohristianity. 3. Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Faots and Opinions. 5. Christ and Heroism. 
6. Ohristignity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OC. 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


Als WANTED quic sates, SAMPLE FREE. A rara 
Ways 


apportunity. Geo, A. Scott, 842 Broa NY. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass, says 


My Medical Discovery seldom takes hold 
of two people alike! Why? Because no 
two people have the same weak 
spot. Beginning at the stomach it goes 
searching through the body for any hidden 
humor. Nine times out of ten, inward 
humor makes the weak spot. Perhaps 
it's only a little sediment left on a nerve or in 
. & gland; the Medical Discovery slides it 
right along, and you find quick happiness 
from the first bottle. Perhaps it's a big sedi- 
ment or open sore, well gettled somewhere, 
ready to fight. The Medical Discovery 
begins the fight, and you think it pretty hard, 
but soon you thank me for making something 
that has reached your weak spot. Price, 


$1.50. Sold b eve s 
States and Canada, N in the United 


en ON 
GENTS 1:00 PER DENT. profiton my Corsets, Belt: 
Brushes, Curlers and Medi d simples 
A FREE. Write now. Dr. Bridgman, 3/5 ‘Broadway K. F. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) : 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home, 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham- 
med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that Doctrine 
which was begun and carried 
on by him in Arabia. 

SALE’s edition. Price, $1.50. 


HUME'S ESSAYS. 


Essays and Treatises. Autobiography and Dia. 
logues on Natural Religion. 


By Davip Hume. Price, $1.50. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 
By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 

A Catholic Priest Who Rehounced Christianity. 
: Portrait. 

Price, pap., 50 cts; clo., $1. 


COMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN, 


PRIOR, * ; è $1.59. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER U0., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


How Can We be Saved? 


Was Jesus Supernaturally Conceived, 
and Did He Rise from 
the Dead? 


$100 Reward, 


For Sale at This Office: 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Hxact Ratios in the 
Acgusrement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
fries, Cloth, a . 


Man’s Nature and Development, 
By Henry G. ATKINSON; F. G. S., and HARRIET 
MARTINEAU. 


Price, - - -> - $1.50. 


Infidel's or Inquirer's Text-Book. 
Thirteen Lectures on the Rible. 
By Rog COOPER. Price, $1. 


Paper, 10 cents. 


Origin and Development of Relig- 
ious Ideas and Beliefs. 
By Morris EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE 


$1.09, 


tberal E eeiings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club. N.Y. 
Meats every Friday evening, at 8 o’clook, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street, Lent- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 
The Newark Liberal League 
Meets every Sunday afternoon at 8 o’clock at 


Liberal League Ball, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 


Lecturas and disoussions on 


st, Newark, N. J. 
ious an Beats free and 


religious and social questions. 
everybody. welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Eraneh. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7:30. Lectures, debates, and discus- 
gions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 
ident, HENRY BIRD; Secretary, OORA BELLE 


.| FLAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 


tion 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d atreet, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P. M., ever 
Sunday. Leotures followed by discussion. Plat- 
form free. Charles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 
meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad an d 
Wood sts. at 2:80 and 7:30 P. M. for lectures and 
free disoussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seokerpublicationsalwayson handatoheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. AH friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Seo. 

— — —ä—ů— .—- bͥ ͥ ͤ— — — — 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Subscriptions to Tax TRUTH SEEKER and Investt- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Smits, Cor. Bed. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P. ., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


A ——— — — 

A BUSINESS MAN'S SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS, 

From a Poor Man’s Standpoint. Price, $L 


KNEELAND’S NATIONAL HYMNS 


Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 


A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices. 


By Baron D'HOLBACH. 
Price, - E - - . 


New Zdition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H, GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. ` 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
. 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


‘Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at 
this office. Price, 50 cents. ` 


AN EMBLEM OF 
Freedom, Progress, na Reform. 


Represents the burning Torch of Reason, the 
rising Sun of Soi 


$1. 
CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 


cience, and the day of Free- 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 218 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall) Lecture followed 
by debates. The publio cordially invited. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Mebts every Sunday at 7:30 P. M., at 412 Nicollet 
ave.,Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J. F. MACOMmEBRn, Pres.; LEROY Bunkinn, Seo. 


Des Moines Secular Unton 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block. S. E. corner 7th and Looust street. 
Leotures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN BvEINEDR, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Sauare 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8o’clock. A cordial invi- 

tation i8 extended to all. Seats free. 


Ultimating in the Religion ob Bolehop $h ought 1A con: Port Angeles Secular Union 
By Hopson Turre. [Spir.] and dark nos sof Moots every Sunday at 7,30 zx. n the publio : 
: ; ersti „ ton; an ildi i nge sh. ieot- 
Price, paper, 80 cents; eloth, 15 cents. B ym bo lizes the ures, Bonge, aid Bolsos readin „ Discussion in- 
: : m evolution Sj ‘ pone Vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
{ . N. Or. 0. 
LIFE OF PAINE. |i, pom p medi — Oo 
0 0 e 
By J. E. REMSBURG. 9f. Free é th ought, ‘The West End Progressive Lib- 
cienre + an - jJ i 
Paper, UU eene D, Lene son. Da J sign Pat Of Los Angeles, Gal. meets semi-monthly, first 
: Sd ed 4 ie KZ Nai ein and third Sundays, at 8 o’clock, 1. at Parr's 
Mortality of the Soul and the Em: two sizes, S da Hal . . weve Res es.. 
mortality of IIs Elements. and small AUR Y spp DA er model, E 3 
of solid CTRAHQUGHI LL gold,rich- 
By A. S. DE PELLEGRINI. enam eled in 5| The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


colors. Most beautiful badge ever designed. 
Price, 10kt, $3; 14kt, $4, $5; with Diamond in Bun 
$8, $10, $15. Small model 10kt, $2; 14kt, $2 75, $3.50. 
Oharme, both rizeg, $3, $4, $5, $0, $10, $15, $20, $35. 
Sent by registered mail and cash refunded at op- 


tion. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
JEWELER, ROCHELLE, ILL. 


Send for beautiful card in Colors and Gold, of 
badge, and descriptiv circulars of my famous 


Price, - - - - 15 cents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 


Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated. 
Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


Meets every Sunday at 2 P.M. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Wasbington. 
Science Leotures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large Val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A. W. OALDER; Beo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash. meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 


A Treatise on the Population Question. “OTTO WETTSTEIN ” Watch, tracts, eto. Lectures, disoussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
By R. D. Owen. le ‘Universal Mental Liberty.” D. É, juo, Presi 

Price, " . = t 35 cents. js J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHARLES SHEA, Sec. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. BRENRETT. 


es ER D Ba 7 
F.T E p eme 
iF, THEN, AND WHEN. 2 cS 


Church Doctrines. 
By W.8.Bartow. [Spir] Price, 10 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. & / 
^ Bx HUBLBUT and WAKEMAN. iy] 
Pria, 10 cents. 0 


fCHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
eT onslaughts on Ohristianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 
Bx C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


Send 10 cents for 
this valuable book for 
young and middle- 
aged men, suffering 
from & Life-wasting 
Disease, as the result 
Hof youthful follies, 
^ indiscretion, and ex- 
cesses in maturer 
years. It gets forth 
an External Applica- 
it matters not how 


A GooD Ae Dr 

. is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

jim, o Ja generous patron of the Freethought 

press, He has many testimonials to the value of 

his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Freethought, 


For all of the above books address 
THE T 


RUTH SEEKER OO. 
“48 Lafayette Fl., NewYork. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black oloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By Lupwid FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by George Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
or 35 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

$ . 
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Ces of the Beek. 


P. T. Barxum died on 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
or25cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


the 7th. 


TENNESSEE hag enacted 


that her school directors 


shall be able to read and 


write. 


SENATOR EDMUNDS has 


tendered his resignation, 


to go into effect Novem- 


ber 1st. 


Rev. GEO. ANDREWS, 


of Gloucester, Mass., has 


been arrested for firing 


his own store. 


FOURTEEN states and 


territories in 1889 and 


eight in 1890 rejected 
‘woman suffrage. 


Anna Dioxrneovy, lately 
committed as insane, 
says she is sane and that 
her sister confined her 
illegally. 


Berartan Catholics are 
united with the govern- 
ment in opposition to the 
eight-hour law asked 
by workingmen’s Atheis- 
tic organizations. 


ANTI-CATHOLIOS gug- 
fest that a Catholic po- 
itical party would at 
least make open the 
machinations that are 
now secret, and put pub- 
lic men on record ‘and 
make them accountable. 


Two factions of the 
Mormon church near 
Kansas City are warring 
Over a temple site. The 
branch called Latter Day 
Saints proclaims that the 
long-predicted tem ple 
will be built by heav- 
enly masons within five 
years. 


TRE holy synod of the Russian church has 
ordered that all converted Jews attend pub- 
lic worship once a week or be deemed to hav 
relapsed. 


Minnesota theater managers retaliate for 
the anti-tights bill with a bill imposing on 
wearers of low-necked dresses a fine of not 


leas than $500 or imprisonment not less than a 
year. : 


PARNELL is keeping up his arduous cam- 
paign in Ireland. The clergy are fighting 
him with bitterness, cloaking their secret 
political motivs with pretended objections to 
his immoral relations with Mrs. Shea. 


Tux shereeff of Wazan, head of Moham- 
medanism in Morocco, has taken to drink, 
saying he is saved from breaking the absti- 
nence command of hig religion by a miracu- 
lous change in the liquor. True," he says, 
** the champagne in the bottle is intoxicating, 
but when poured into the glass in my hand 
it becomes as simple as water.” 


THE pope has issued to the Austrian arch- 
bishops and bishops a letter stating that ** to 
wish that the Roman pontiff may be subject 
to no human power is a sacred ob- 
ligation which concerns the Catholics of all 
nations," and that the bishops should ‘ apply 
themselvs to arouse and excite the golicitude 
of the faithful in this very just cause.” 


Possessions of European powers in Africa 
now stand: France, 7,400,000 square kilo- 
meters, 24,000,000 inhabitants; England, 
including Egypt, 5,000,000 kilometers, 32-, 
000,000 inhabitants; Germany, 2,300,000 
kilometers, 7,800,000 inhabitants; Portugal, 
2,200,000 kilometers, 10,000,000 inhabitants ; 
Pines 1,250,000 Kilometers, 5,100,000 inhab- 

ants. 


Bome sensation has been caused by this 
utterance of Rev. Washington Gladden, Epis- 
copal, in a New York church: In ancient 
times thieving barons with their hands full of 
blood and plunder were sometimes gainted 
because they gave generously to monasteries. 
The modern brigand, who has the trunk line 
fora highway and state legislatures for tools, 
is considered by many generous and pious if 
he givs his money to churches and colleges.” 


Irarx persists in requiring a satisfactory 
reply from Secretary Blaine. It has been 
rumored that she will dismiss American Min- 
ister Porter from Rome if not answered by a 
set date. Itis suggested that Russia's friend- 
ship for America would induce the sending 
of French fleets, now at command of the 
Rusgo-French alliance, to drive Italian war- 
ships from our ports. Italy is on the verge 
of bankruptcy, and could not carry on war. 
It is learned that one of the victims of the 
mob had already confessed, incriminating the 
Mafia, but his story was so contradictory 
that it was little heeded. 
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the Moabites by the Jews, 
$ By A. O. MIDDLETON. 
Price, um P * 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales’ine, *ounded on the destruction o: 


: 10 cents. 


‘| Gens of Thought. 


ELIJAH HEARETH A STILL SMALL VOICE. 


And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. 
great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks, before the Lord; but the Lord was not in 
the wind; and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a 
fire; but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice. 
he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. 
voice unto him and said, What doest thou here, Elijah ?—1 Kings xix, 11, 12, 13. 
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One precedent creates 
another. They soon ac. 
cumulate and constitute 
law. ‘What yesterday 
was fact to-day is doc. 
trin. Examples are sup- 
posed to justify the most 
dangerous measures.— 
Junius, 


THosz of  humanit 
who reflect, see, and ad- 
vance always hav to drag 
behind them the long tail 
of those who know nei- 
ther to reflect nor to see, 
and who will not ad- 
vance,— Guyau. 


pious people who are as 
careful of their religion 
as of their best service of 
china, only using it on 
holy occasions, for fear 
it should get chipped or 
flawed in working-day 
wear.— Douglass Jerrold, 


THE purpose of my 
writing is to make men 
anthropologians instead 
of theologians, man- 
lovers instead of God- 
lovers, students of thig 
world instead of candi- 
dates for the next, self- 
reliant citizens of the 
earth ingtead of sub- 
servient and wily min- 
isters of a celestial and 
terrestrial monarchy.— 
Feuerbach. 


How so many absurd 
rules of conduct, as well 
as 80 many absurd relig- 
ious beliefs, hav originat- 
ed we do not know ; nor 
how it is that they hav 
become, in all quarters 
of the world, so deeply 
impressed on the mind 
of men; but it is 
worthy of remark that 
a belief constantly inculeated during the 
early years of life, while the brain is impres- 
sible, appears to acquire almost the nature of 
an instinct; and the very essence of an in- 
stinct is that it is followed independently of 
reason.— Darwin. : 


Waar is prayer but the telling of the al- 
mighty that you know better than he?— 
Thomas Paine, 


TeurH is the most powerful thing in the 
world, since fiction can only please by its re- 
semblance to it.—Shaftesbury. 


To be a philosopher ig not merely to hav 
subtle thoughts, nor even to found a school; 
but 80 to love wisdom as to liv, according to 
its dictates, a life of simplicity, independence, 
magnanimity, and trust. It is to solve some 
ef the problems of life, not only theoretically, 
but practically.— Thoreau, : 


I xsow not what the world may think of 


my labors; but to myself I seem but a child 
playing on the seashore—now finding some 
pebble rather more polished, and some shell 
rather more agreeably variegated than an- 
other, while the immense ocean of truth ex- 
tends itself unexplored before me.— Sir Isaac 
Newton. 


Tue history of Supérnaturalism in human 
belief, when read with honest can- 
dor, is & condemnation, since it is, for the 
most part, a tragical story of the continued 
doings of the worst things, notwithstanding 
continually wasted aspirations after and pro- 
fessions of the best things.—H. Maudsley, 
M.D., LL.D. 


Ir is easy to show, if we hav the exact 
words of Jesus, that he always was mistaken 
in some points of the greatest magnitude—in 
the character of God, the existence of the 
devil, the eternal damnation of men, in the 
interpretation of the Old Testament, in the 
doctrin of demons, in the celebrated predic- 
tion of his second coming, and the end of the 
world within a few years. If religion or 
Christianity rest on his authority, and that 
alone, it falls when the foundation falls, and 
that stands at the mercy of a school-boy.— 
Theodore Parker. 


Priests were the first deluders of mankind, 
Who, with vain faith, made all their reason 
blind; : 
Not Lucifer himself more proud than they; 
And yet persuade the world they must obey ; 
Of avarice and luxury complain, 
And practice all the vices they arraign. 
Riches and honor they from laymen reap, 
And with dull crambo feed the silly sheep. 
As Killigrew buffoons his master, they 
Droll on their God, but à much duller way. 
With hocus-pocus, and their heavenly fight, 
They gain on tender consciences—at night. 
Whoever has an over-zealous wife 
Becomes the priest’s Amphitryo during life. 
Andreu Marvell (1620). 
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dotes and Glippings. 


Te French periodical, Z^ Afrique, which is 
published in Chartum, reports that the Arabs 
there hav been holding indignation meetings, 
protesting against the traffic of rum as con- 
ducted by thé Christians with the African 
peoples. Measures were discussed as to how 
to prevent the admission of these goods. 


A vrase about to be issued withdraws the 
privilege given to Jewish workmen of resid- 
ing outside the limits assigned to Jews, and 
orders the expulsion of those living without 
the pale. Two years’ grace is granted to 
. possessors of real property and one year’s 

grace to others. This will result in the ex- 
pulsion of fourteen thousand Jews from 
Moscow. 


Apvices from Camden state that Walt 
Whitman got out in the mid-April sun and 
warmth of Thursday of last week propelled 
in his wheel chair, the first time after four 
months of imprisonment iu his sick-room. 
He has had the worst winter yet from grip 
and gastric troubles and threatened blindness, 


but keeps good spirits, and has a new little 


forthcoming book in the printer’s hands. 


Tus New York East Conference, Method- 
ist, led by Jim Buckley, has voted that it 
does not want the museums open on Sun- 
days. The Conference said: Resolved, 
That we protest against such opening on the 
ground that the maintenance of the Sabbath 
as a day of rest, of opportunity for worship 
and of Suspension of business, is of far more 
advantage to the classes referred to [working] 
than the results which might follow from 


the opening of the museums and libraries.” 
It would be interesting to be told exactly 
how a workman’s visit to a museum is going 
to prevent Jim from resting, or worshiping, 
or suspending his business! 


A GERMAN-AMERIOAN Who returned to Ber- 
lin and entered business, reports to Ameri- 
cans these taxes that he is asked to pay out 
of an income of 10,000 marks: State 
income tax, 200 marks; city ditto, 150; 
business tax, 100; rent tax, 100; church tax, 
130; commercial chamber tax, 20; old age 
insurance, 110; accident insurance, 70. 
Total, 1,870 marks.” i 


A Texan who has been strolling over New 
York for a week expresses surprise at see- 
ing so many well. dressed colored people of 
both sexes in the streets of thiscity. He says: 
“ They must get along pretty well here, if you 
are to judge of the style of their turnout. I 
hav not seen a ramshackle darkey in this 
place yet, but then I might see him in the 
African quarter, for allI know. Most of the 
blacks I hav seen in the streets wear good 
clothes, and you can see women in real high- 
tone fashionable style, without fuss or feath- 
ers. I hear that they are now called Afro- 
American in this part of the country. I 
always supposed they were the worst-off set 
here, but you ought to look at some of the 
white crowds in the Italian-Polish-Russian- 
Hungarian parts of the city.” 

THERE is a serious question in regard to 
Gen. Harrison’s traveling library, says the 
Sun. One Washington correspondent under- 
takes to catalog some of the books selected 
for the expedition. He mentions Gen. Lew 
Wallace's truly moral romance, Ben Hur,” 
Mr. Carnegie’s ** An American Four-in-Hand 


in Europe,” Uncle Remus’s tales, and“ a copy 
of Balzac’s droll stories.” This last specif- 
cation is probably a deliberate and malicious 
invention. If the Contes Drolatiques,” 
either in the original or translated, hav a 
place on the shelvs of the Atzalan, it is 
merely because Gen. Harrison was misled by 
the title of the book. As soon as he discovers 
its true character it will go out of the Atza- 
lan’s window. It is not a fit book for young 
Mr. Russell Harrison to read. 


Tur Anti- Lottery act of Congress forbids 
transmission through the mails of any news- 
paper “ containing any list of prizes awarded 
at the drawings of any lottery.” The Charles. 
ton News and Courier inquires if ths rules 
out its issues if they contain lists of the win- 
ners at certain church fair raffles in that city, 
and the post-office department is of opinion 
that it.does. A lottery, in the eye of the de- 
partment, is any scheme for the distribu- 
tion of prizes by chance.” Immemorially, 
long and short terms in the United States 
Senate hav been drawn for by lot, and the 
supreme court of Indiana has just decided 
that candidates at the head of the list with an 
equal number of votes may settle the right to 
the office in the same way. To be consistent, 
therefore, says the World, ** Mr. Wanamaker 
will kindly exclude from the mails any Con- 
gressional Records or Indiana or other news- 
papers giving any account of such drawings.” 
But then, Mr. Wanamaker is not a consistent 
man. He rules on every question submitted 
to his department but the one we submitted, 
and to make exception in our case because 
the book we asked for a ruling on is the Bible 
is not consistency. Therefore he will let the 
Congressional Record into the mails. 


Tax late Mr. Barnum, like Horace Greeley, 
Bays the Sun, was a Universalist throughout 
his life, and in his will he singled out Uni- 
versalist institutions to be recipients of his 
bounty. He believed in the ultimate salva- 
tion of all mankind. The tortures of hell 
seemed to him inconsistent with the divine 
justice, mercy, and loving kindness. For- 
merly that belief was looked upon by ortho- 
doxy as a dangerous and pestilent heresy. 
In 1684 when Joseph Gatchell preached in 
Massachusetts that all men should be saved“ 
he was sentenced by the Suffolk county 
court to the pillory, and to hav his tongue 
drawn forth and pierced with a hot iron." 
In our own day the denunciations of Univer- 
salism from orthodox pulpits hav been fre- 
quent and violent. Universalista were counted 
as altogether outside of the evangelical fold, 
and as little better than Infidels. Mr. Bar- 
num lived to see all thischanged. Before he 
died Protestant orthodoxy had given up the 
hell doctrin, or at least had ceased to preach 
it. Even the Presbyterians, in whose formal 
Confession of Faith it is fundamental, were 
anxious to get rid of it. More than that, 
some of their greatest theological leaders had 
gone further toward overthrowing the au- 
thority of scripture generally than any of the 
founders of Universalism went. As com- 
pared with Professor Briggs, Mr. Barnum, 
prabably, was conservativ in his religious be- 
lief. He was not an Agnostic. Universalism 
is no longer confined to any single Protestant 
denomination, and therefore the reason for 
the separate existence of the Universalists as 
a distinct sect seems to be gone. Mr. Bar- 
num died in the faith which now prevails 
among Protestants, so far as concerns the 
salvation of all men, 
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Gommunications. 
‘Christianity and Evolution. 

e THE LACK OF EVIDENOE. "i 

For over two hundred years after the death cf the 
alleged founder of Christianity the world was left with- 
out the smallest particle of evidence of the existence 
of Jesus as a real character, or of the extraordinary 
miracles alleged to hav been wrought by him to dem- 
onstrate his divine mission. And yet these things 
are of such an extraordinary character that cne would 
naturally think that the early Christians would hav 
fortified themselvs against adverse criticism by 
collecting on the spot the strongest evidence attain- 
able—viz., the evidence of eye-witnesses. When, 
however, evidence is advanced—we hav numerous 
gospels and epistles put forward to demonstrate the 
reality of Jesus and the efficiency of his teachings 
to effect the salvation of mankind. 

These books it was soon seen were nob in them- 
selvs evidence of the truth of anything alieged 
therein, but required independent and outside evi- 


dence to support them. Now, it was just this out- 


side evidence that was not forthcoming. 

And right here it is important to remark that ordi- 
nary evidence—the evidence of eye-witnesses of the 
wonders alleged to hav been wrought by Jesus— 


should hav been easily obtained]; for if Jesus opened 


the eyes of the blind, healed the leper, made the deaf 
to hear, the dumb to speak, the lame to walk, and 
the dead to come out of their tombs, there must hav 
been hundreds who would hav been giad to giv evi- 
dence and who would hav hastened to hav given 
their testimony, if not during the lifetime of Jesus, 
certainly very shortly after. When, in addition to 
these miracles, we hav such extraordinary events 
recorded as a three hours’ darkness over the land ; an 
earthquake which rent the temple and opened hun- 
dreds of graves; a number of resurrected corpses 
walking about the streets of Jerusalem ; Jesus him- 
self rising from the dead and ascending bodily into 
heaven—it is easy to understand how, if these things 
happened, thousands of witnesses would hav volun- 
tarily come forward to testify coneerning them. But 
contemporary history is silent respecting these events. 
There were several historians ready to record such 
events if they had known anything about them ; 
plenty capable of describing all these alleged phe- 
nomens in glowing and effectiv language—but they 
are silent.: Why should they be silent if these 
things were true? They hav faithfully recorded 
events, comparativly speaking, trivial when compared 
with these. Why, then, were they silent? Not be- 
cause they were dishonest, not bscause they desired 
to suppress the truth; but simply because they 
had no knowledge of these alleged occurrences. 
With good reason Gibbon asks: “How shall we 
excuse the supine inattention of thé pagan and philo. 
sophie world to those evidences which were presented 
by the hand of Omnipotence, not to their reason; but 
to their senses? During the age of Christ, of his 
apostles, and of their first disciples the doctrin 
which. they preached was confirmed by innumerable 
prodigies. The lame walked, the blind saw, the sick 
were heaied, the dead were raised, demons were ex- 
pelled, the laws of nature were frequently suspended 
for the beuefit of the church. But the sages of 
Greece and Rome turned aside from the awful spec- 
tacle, and pursuing the ordinary occupations of life 
and study, appeared unconscious of any alteration 
in the moral or physical government of the world. 
Under the reign of Tiberius the whole earth, or at 
least & celebrated province of the Roman empire, 
was involved in a preternatural darkness of three 
hours. Even this miraculous event, which ought to 
hav excited the wonder, the curiosity, and the devo- 
tion of mankind, passed without notice in an age of 
acience and history. It happened during the life- 
time of Seneca and the elder Pliny, who must hav 
experienced the immediate effects, or received the 
earliest intelligence of the prodigy. Each of these 
philosophers, in a‘ laborious work, has recorded all 
the great phenomena of nature—earthquakes, mo- 
teors, comets, and eolipses—which his indefatigable 
curiosity could collect. Both the one and the other 
hav omitted to mention the greatest phenomenon to 
which the mortal eye has been witness since. the 
creation of the globe. A distinct chapter of Pliny 
is designed for eclipses of an extraordinary nature 
and unusual duration ; but he contents himself with 
describing the singular defect of light which followed 
the murder of Cæsar, when, during the greater part 
of the year, the orb of the sun appeared pale and 
without splendor. This season of obscurity, which 
cannot surely be compared with the preternatural 
- darkness of the passion, had been already celebrated 
by most of the poets and historians of that memo- 
rable age (Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Ro- 
„man Empire, vol. ii, pp. 191, 192, ed. 1821). 

If the silence of pagan historians is remarkable 
the silence of all the great Jewish writers is more ex. 
traordinary still. Why should not Josephus hay 
something to say on thesubject? Except the forged 
passage—which did not appear in the oldest manu- 
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soripte—not a single mention of Jesus or his wonder- 
ful doings can be found in any of this learned au- 
thor’s works. CC 

There were, moreover, many other great J Swish 
writers who might reasonably hav been expected to 
hav said something concerning Jesus and his alleged 
resurreotion if they had heard anything about either 
the one or the other. aa: 

Nicholas of Damascus, who preceded Josephus, and 


lived to the time of Herod’ssuccessor Archelaus; and 


Justus of Tiberias, who was contemporary and rival 
of Josephus in Galilee, equally knew nothing of the 
movement. Philo- Judæus, who occupied the whole 
period aseribed to Jesus and engaged himself deeply 
in figuring out the Logos, had heard nothing of the 
being who was realizing at Jerusalem the image his 
fancy was creating.” (See Judge Sirange's Por- 
traiture and Mission of Jesus,” page 27.) 
From this, then, it is quite clear that so far as any 
direct evidence regarding the reality of Jesus or the 


alleged occurrences surrounding his career. is con- 
cerned, none was available during the first two cent-: 


uries of, the Christian era, and whatever evidence 


was adduced after that was not only worthless in 


itself but ‘often exhibited the worst characteristics 
of daring and wicked forgeries. . 
“MANUFAOGTURED EVIDENCE. 

Already I hav pointed out that, during the first 
three or four centuries, a large number of gospels 
appeared which are. now admitted by Christians to 
be spurious.: It is also admitted that these gospels 


were written by persons calling themselvs Chris- 


tians; and it is further acknowledged that these 
“pious” persons manufactured these gospels for 


what they regarded as a very good purpose, viz.: to 


strengthen and support the Christian faith. 

Well, if Christians were capable of manufacturing 
one class of supposed evidence in support of Ohris- 
tianity, it is rational to suppose that they were ca- 
pable of manufacturing another. And the examina- 
tion of the matter put forward as evidence by Chris- 
tians demonstrates this beyond doubt. 

Let us take the famous passage inserted in Jose- 
phus relating to Jesus Christ. It runs as follows: 
* Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, 
if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was the 
doer of wonderful works—a teacher of such men as 
receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to 
him both many of the Jews and many of the gen- 
tiles. He was [the] Christ; and when Pilate, at 


the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had 


condemned him to the cross, those that loved him 
at: the first did not forsake him, for he appeared to 
them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets 
had foretold these and ten thousand other wonder- 
ful things concerning him; and the tribe of Chris- 
tians so named from him, are not extinct at this 
aay " 5 of the Jews, book xviii, chapter iii, 
geot. 3), . 

Now, this passage has the stamp of fraud upon it; 
it carries the evidence of its forgery clearly upon its 
face. In the first place, it would hav been impos- 
sible for Josephus to bav written. that Jesus was the 
Ohrist and remained a Jew. For him to hav made 
such a declaration would hav converted him at once 
into a Ohristian. Moreover, Jews did not regard 
men as Gods because they were capable of perform- 
ing wonders; otherwise they would hav had a whole 
tribe of gods to worship. . 

Nor could Josephus hav written that the Ohris- 
tians were “not extinct,” since he must hav known 
that, mainly through the persecution they received 
from Nero in Rome, they continued to increase right 
up to the time of his death. It is satisfactory, how- 
ever, to know that nearly every scholar of note has 
given the passage up. It is now admitted to be a 
flagrant forgery. Even Dr. Farrar, in his “ Life of 
Christ,” does not pretend that the passage is au- 
thentic. Among the great writers who gave up the 
passage were Lardner, Gibbon, Bishop Warburton, 
Dr. Giles, and many others; while Dr. Paley and 
Renan believed in its authenticity. In the early ages 
not only were spurious passages inserted in suthen- 
tie works of grest authors, but whole pieces were 
produced of & forged character, and attributed to 
writera of reputation. : 

Mosheim, the great ecclesiastical historian, and 
Dr. Pye Smith affirm that the early ages of Chris- 
lianiby were remarkable for these artful and unscru- 
pulous copyists. Bishop Faustus (quoted by Lard- 
ner; read also J. M. Wheeler on “Frauds and Fol- 
lies of the Early Fathers") makes this clear in the 
following passage: “It is certain,” he says, “that 
the New Testament was not written by Ohrist him- 
self nor by his apostles, but a long while after them, 
by some unknown persons who, lest they should not 
be credited when they wrote of affairs they were not 


acquainted with, affixed to their works the names of 
apostles or of such as were supposed to hav been 
| their. companions, asserting that what they had 


written themselvs was written according to those 
persons to whom they ascribed it. 


At best the authorized version of the New Testa- 
ment is but a copy of a copy of a number of copies 
of an original of which no man knows anything. 
Dean Alford, who declares that he read in the Vati- 


ean library at Rome the oldest existing manuscripts 
of the text, remarks: “A formidable list of passages 
might be given in which our version either has con- 
fessedly misrendered the original or has followed a 
form of the text now well known not to hav been the 
original form." This view is also taken by Dr. 
Giles, Professor Norton, and others, who point out 
many passages which are, in their judgment, unmis- 
takably spurious. 


Dr. Paley thought that one of the strongest pieces 


of evidence of the truth of the Christian religion 
was to be seen in the fact that many of the early 
Christians suffered death rather than giv up the faith. 


that was in them. By this method all religions 
could be shown to be true, for sll of them hav had 
their martyrs. The truth is that the willingness of 
a believer to die for his religion does not prove the 
truth of that religion; it only demonstrates the sin- 


cerity of the believer. Paley also brings forward 


Tacitus, who was born av. 54 and died a.n. 134; 


Suetonius, born A D. 65, died in the second century ; 


Pliny the Younger, born a pv. 61, died A p 115, and 
others, but all these writers—even supposing the 
passages quoted to be authentic, which there are 
strong reasons for believing they are not—are really 
out of court. 

None of them knew Jesus. None of them saw. 
him perform any of the wonders recorded in the 
gospels; none of them were even acquainted with 
anybody who did see them. What value therefore 
can be attached to their evidence? Very little if 
any. It is extremely doubtful whether either of 
them refers to the Jesus of the gospels, although in 
the one case we hav the name of a person called by 
his followers Christ, and in another, Ohristus." 
In neither of these cases hav we any guarantee that. 
the person mentioned is the same. Gerald Massey 
has marshaled a good deal of evidence to show that 
the historical Jesus appeared in Egypt two centuries 
before the alleged -birth of the Nazarene carpenter. 
Even the gospels acknowledged that many false 
Christs appeared ; how, therefore, can we, living two 
thousand years after the alleged events, judge be- 
tween the true and the false when the only evidence 
we hay upon which to form:.a judgment is not only 
tainted with fraud and forgery, but if true, is not the 
evidence of eye-witnesses ? ' D 

However, such as the evidence is, we will examin 
it; we will sift it to the very bottom and show how 
it was manufactured; how creeds grew out of it; 
how the gospels were subsequently altered to fit in 
with this manufactured testimony. Christianity is 
not one consistent system; it is a thing of patch- 
work, it is the result of years and years of growth, 
of alterations or improvements made by successiv 
generations of believers; but as Christians hav 
never been agreed as. to what Ohristianity really is, 
one sect arguing for one thing, another for another; 
one desiring to cut out certain passages from the 
New Testament, another for leaving them alone, it 
has come down to us as an inconsistent mass of 
statements concerning Jesus and an absurd and 
impracticable set of teachings which believers con- 
sider themselvs at liberty to interpret according to 
their own feelings and desires, without the slightest 
reference to the clear and palpable meaning of the 
words. ARTHUR B. Moss. 

—————— 9-44 9———————— 
Spiritology. 


_I will say to Mr. T. E. Longshore and the renderg 
of Taz Truru SEExER, that I am a truth seeker, and 
hav been, I can truly say, about as far back as I can 


recollect. I hav the wrong kind of a head for a be- 
liever. 
cious person than myself. But I am an investigator. 
I search for the cause, the why and the wherefore, 
of every phenomenon that comes within my obgerva- 


I hav yet to see & more skeptical or suspi- 


tion. The more mysterious or hidden, and the more 
dangerous to human happiness, the greater has been 
my desire to learn the cause, and how to prevent or 
remedy evils. All the great questions of the day 
hav claimed my attention more or less—religion, 
morals, government, and science. These general 
headings cover the ground of modern thought. 
Certain facts in nature, on which a new. discovered 
science is founded, hav claimed my attention for 
nearly ten years; but Mr. Longshore thinks this is 
much too short a time to make valuable discoveries 
and solve “the mysteries of the nervous system, 
which hav not been solved by centuries of study 
and investigation of experts and specialists.” I am 
glad to be able to assure Mr. Longshore that this 
science solves these “ mysteries of the nervous sys- 
tem,” and also solves the mystery of “ witches, ghosts, 


angels, spirits, signs, and omens ;” it makes clear the 


enuse of what people hav cataloged under these 
headings. I will say again, I know what I here 
affirm as well as I know any of the demonstrated 
facts in life; and I also know that any “ healthy, 
vigorous, critical, observing man," with “robust 
doubt,” if he is an honest investigator, can get this 
knowledge by observation of the facts, by experimen- 
tation; but there are smart persons who go into a 
circle with the secret intention of exposing the me- 
dium, of proving the whole business a fraud; such 
persons are not investigators, and are as much out 


of place in a séance room as a razorback hog in a 
arlor. 

I learn that Mr. T. E. Longshore is a physician. 
I am glad of this, for the study of the human system 
in health and disease, in all its varied manifestations 

. both in body and mind, is the special business of the 
doctors, and this has been one of the subjects that 
«hav claimed my attention, and I hav made some dis- 
coveries of valuable drug remedies, as well as the 
cause, nature, and remedy of the evil consequences 
of what the doctor calls “(mysteries of the nervous 
system,” which, he affirms, “hav been the means of 
' . deceiving millions ;” and of “haunting, harassing, 
and beleaguering human beings day snd night, 
... . Working out their fatal consequences.” 

The doctor writes as though he knew considerable 
of evils afflicting humanity, the cause and remedy of 
which are entirely unknown to him, and he is very 
anxious that other people should remain as ignorant 

as himself, and sounds the alarm in unison with 
other allopathic doctors, religious fanatics, and know- 
all Materialistg. | 
The doetor seriously questions my ability to ob- 
serve and judge correctly ; he places me among that 
“flabby, uncritical” class of people who with eyes 
and mouth open behold any common or uncommon 
. phenomenon without ever a thought of the cause or 
the moving power back of it; this he has evidently 
done to weaken the force and eftect of what I hav 
Said, and prevent investigation by others by making 
people believe I am only a common fool, aud any- 
thing I may say is unworthy of attention. 
The doctor has certainly failed to learn the differ- 
once between knowledge and bélief and the processes 
buy which each is acquired. 1 
I will quote from his article: “Knowledge ob- 

tained without the use in acquiring it of all or a 
majority of the. senses, or from those who hav used 
all their senses in acquiring it, combined with a well- 
grounded judgment, formed. from varied and exten- 
siv past experience, cannot be safely trusted.” 

Knowledge on the subject under discussion can 
only be got by personal observation and experience, 
and not, as the doctor affirms, “from those who hav 
used all their senses in acquiring it.” Real knowl- 
edge is not transferable. Transferred, it becomes 
belief. The doctor belongs to that numerous class 
of persons who hav not yet learned that there is any 
difference between knowledge and belief. For my 
part, Iam not writing these articles to giv knowl- 
edge or belief to anyone, but to set honest, earnest, 
thoughtful men and women to thinking and investi- 
gating for themselvs. 

I will now giv a concise statement of the senses I 
hav used in acquiring the knowledge that people liv 
after going through so-called death ; and in a future 
article I expect to giv some of the details of the facts 
I hav observed. 

I hav seen my father, mother, and one. of my sis- 
‘ters materialized.. I knew them. I hav seen many 
other spirits, and many strange things done by spir- 
its. Here I used one of the senses. 

I hav heard writing being done between two 
slates; spirit-raps thousands of times; music played, 
talking, singing, and dancing done by spirits. This 
counts two of the senses. 

I hav shaken hands with spirits, and had their 
hands on me a great many times. This is three, a 
majority of the senses. 

My investigation was made through developed 
mediums—persons who, the doctor says, hav the 
* proper, sensitiv, necessary nervous system.” I had 
the most robust doubt,” for I did not believe that 
people lived after going through so-called death, 
any more than a lamp givs light after it is blown 
out; but, as requested, I behaved myself, sitting 
quietly, but my thinker was going about as activly 
ag 8 cyclone. 

But if the doctor should attempt to make an inves- 
tigation, he would surely want to whistle and dance 
to keep up his courage, for throughout his whole 
article he has exhibited great fear of these weird, 

' nondescript intruders from the unexplored realms, 
that hav haunted, harassed, and beleaguered people 

day and night;" and I cannot help but think that, 
‘doctor as he is, he rejoices in his ignorance of both 
the cause of these, to him, mysteries, and the remedy 
of the evils produced, principally, if not altogether, 
by lack of knowledge of their true cause, which has 
been discovered through mediumship, and will estab- 
lish a science which will remove the mystery, fear, 
and ignorance of the life after so-called death from 
the minds of mankind, and thereby destroy the very 
foundations of religion; but the doctor would 
frighten people from making this investigation by 
telling of the direful consequences of getting knowl- 
edge on this subject. My experience is, ignorance 
protects no one, and it is a very lean, barren bliss it 
brings to its worshipers. 

The doctor has formed far too hasty and mystical 
8 judgment as to the number of senses used in many 

instances to acquire true knowledge. For example, 
I will call attention to the world-acknowledged sci- 
ences, mathematics, geology, and astronomy. Mathe- 

„ matics is said to be the most exact science known, 
and seeing is the sense used by investigators of 


mathematics. Some may say hearing algo, as in oral 
instruction by a teacher, but seeing is the only essen- 
tial sense used. 

‘Geology, as a science, has done good work toward 
destroying superstition, and seeing is the sense em- 
ployed by investigators of this science. Feeling may 
be used, but it can add but little, if any, to what is 
learned by sight. 

Astronomy has done its work in destroying the 
fictions of the gods, as to the operation and organi- 
zation of the universe ; and seeing is the only sense 
used by the investigators of astronomy, there being 
no possible use for hearing, tasting, or smelling. 

If the doctor turns his battery on these sciences, 
can he knock them out of the minds of intelligent 
people, because they are known to exist only by “a 
clamorous testimony” of one or two of the senses? 

According tothe doctor’s own proposition, Spiritol- 
ogy has a wider and more solid basis, and is proved 
true by the use of more of the senses, than either of 
the three great sciences, mathematics, geology, or 
astronomy ; for in investigating Spiritology seeing, 
hearing, and feeling are each and all often used, and 
occasionally smelling also, as the smell of a sickroom 
in diphtheria or typhoid fever, or the smell of certain 
drugs or perfumery reproduced to bring a more 
* clamorous testimony” to the mind of the investi- 
gator of a special time in the past, when the same 
smell was present in connection with the operating. 
spirit while yet in the earth life. Here four out of 
the five senses hav been and can be used in inves- 
tigating this science. How many of the sciences 
that hav been discovered will admit of the use of 
more of the senses in their investigation ? 

How about the “healthy culprit, who 
died from hemorrhage, but without losing a drop of 
blood, . killed without the presence of spir- 
its?“ m 
The culprit himself was & spirit, and the medical 
experts about him were each a spirit, all in their 
earth bodies, not to mention the fact that no human 
being ig ever alone. These invisible people are al- 
ways about everyone. But I will refer the doctor to 
mesmerism, which is so little, if at all, understood 
by many so-called specialists and experts, for the ex- 
planation of the culprits death. These medical ex- 
perts murdered this man with their magnetiam, as 
surely as if they had stuck a dagger in his heart. 

The control of s spirit in the body over a spirit in 
the body is mesmerism ; the control of a spirit out of 
the body over a spirit in the body is spirit control 
or mediumship. In one case the control is visible ; 
in the other, invisible. Any person who can be mes- 
merized can be developed into an operating medium ; 
mesmerizing a person aids in developing his or her 
mediumship. 

Mesmerism is one of the phases of this science 
I call Spiritology. 

The doctor attributes facts he does not understand 
to “ credulity,” as thé pious do facts they do not un- 
derstand to the supernatural. 

There are two kinds of “flimsy "-minded people. 
Each has a large supply of “credulity.” One ac- 
cepts everything with eyes and mouth open, with- 
out reason or thought; the other, credulous of his 
own ability, wisdom, and learning, shuts his eyes 
and mind against anything as a fraud that he cannot 
comprehend at a glance. I would be delighted to 
be with the doctor in his own home, with a strong, 
well developed physical medium. In the full light 
of day, when all present were sitting quietly, raps 


could be heard on the door, window, floor, ceiling, 


and furniture, aud articles in the room would be 
moved about without contact. If such an exhibition 
of hidden power could not make him an investigator 
of spirit phenomens, I should pronounce him imper- 
vious to the evidence of facts, and too full of “ ere- 
dulity" to desire to learn more than he already 
knows. 


The doctor's expression, The spirits need the 


dark,” is proof to me that he knows little or nothing 
about spirit phenomena, and all his article testifies 
to the same ignorance. I hav seen, heard, and felt a 
variety of spirit phenomena in the full light of day 
and in bright lamplight at night. Many of the man- 
ifestations take place in the dark, or dim light. 
Bright light disturbs some of the elements that 
spirits use, requiring more strength and power in 
the light to make the same manifestation. 

The doctor says, “If the visits of the spirits are 
confined to the people of this flimsy type” (meaning 
those who comply with conditions) “they may an- 
swer for their amusement and instruction, but it is 
difficult to see of what practical use they can be in 
the sterner works and walks of life,” and to what ex- 
tent they can prove their own existence. 

. Does the doctor class in this “ flimsy type” D. M. 
Bennett, founder and former editor of Taz Truru 
Serxer; Horace Greeley, Ben Wade, and Abraham 
Lincoln, all of whom the spirits did “visit” and com- 
municate witb, and thousands of intelligent and 
thoughtful people who are communicating with spirits 
every day—but it appears that many did not and do 
not make a racket, like Willis, about this business, 
for fear of the ostracism, abuse, and persecution from 
both religious and irreligious fanatics. 


The doctor questions the “practical use” to be 

derived from the knowledge of this science. I will 
make a brief statement. It produces the proof that 
people liv after so-called denth ; it destroys religion 
and all its paraphernalia ; it teaches absolute justice, 
in that no one can escape the consequences of his or 
her acts; it testifies, in unison with other sciences, 
that the law of cause and effect is the only governing 
power in the universe ; it makes known the fact that 
all kinds of diseases can be cured with magnetism 
better than with drugs; and it presents to mankind 
the cause, prevention, and cure of insanity. 
Now, I mean exactly what I say; and, if not dur- 
ing my earth life, in the future, every proposition I- 
hav here made will be established beyond the least 
shadow of a doubt. 


The directions I gave to the Brotherhood of Moral- 
ists are the most practical for investigators who 
know but little or nothing about the facts of this 
science. As soon as a circle begin to get communi- 
gations, the sitters can get instructions as to who is 
the medium and how to sit to get the best develop- 
ment and the strongest manifestations. 

Every science has always existed, whether known 
or unknown, and depends on facts in nature for its 
existence ; but every religion has been made by man, 
had its beginning and will hav its end. It depends 
altogether on belief for its existence, and when be- 
lief in it ceases, it no longer exists. 

Spiritology depends on facts in nature, and exists 
whether known or unknown. These facts exist inde- 
pendent of knowledge or belief, and, like the facts 
of astronomy and geology, existed before discovered 
by man ; and also when many of these facts were ob- 
served, but not understood, and people had very 
erroneous ideas of their real nature. And in like 
manner, throughout past ages of traditional and re- 
corded history, spirit manifestations hav occurred, 
but were greatly misunderstood, at least by the 
great mass of mankind ; and crafty priests and pious 

people, sustained by this ignorance, were enabled to 
use these manifestations to support religion. Some 
phenomens they attributed to the work of the gods 
and called these miracles; and others to the work of 
devils, which they called witchcraft. 

When spirit manifestations began in 1848 through 
mediums in the Fox family, the ideas of miracles 
and witcheraft had lost their strong hold on mankind 
and could not be revived ; but religion still held its 
grip, though greatly weakened, on these manifesta- 
tions. The idea of their origin from gods and devils 
changed to their real cause, human beings living out- 
side their earth bodies; and the final outcome of 
this communication between earth and spirit-life de- 
stroys religion and establishes the grandest and 
most useful science that has yet been discovered by 
man. 

The world is full of smart people, who are not 
either deep or systematic thinkers, who make foolish 
assumptions, ask foolish questions, and jump at very 
erroneous conclusions. For the benefit of this class 
of persons, I will make a few remarks on spirits. 

A spirit is matter, material, not immaterial. An 
immaterial thing is not anything, and has no exist- 
ence, is not. . 

Oan two kinds of matter ocoupy the same space 
at the same time? 

Are light, heat, magnetism, and electricity mate- 
rial or immaterial? If immaterial, there are four 
things that are known to exist that do not exist. 

Light occupies the same space with the sir with- 
out displacing it. It passes through glass without 
making & hole, and so does heat; magnetism and 
electricity ccoupy the same space at the same time 
with other bodies, which we call solids, and pass 
through them without making a hole. 

The spirit is the real being, who sees, hears, feels, 
tastes, and smells; who thinks, reasons, remembers, 
loves, and hates, and is the finer being or matter 
that occupies the earth body, as light, heat, magnet- 
ism, and elasticity occupy the same space at the same 
time with other bodies. . f 

A spirit passes through solids, glass windows, iron 
or wood doors, and solid walls, as light, heat, mag- 
netism, and elecirisity pass through various sub- 
stances without making a hole. " . 

Because spirits are usually invisible to people in 
earth life, many deny their existence, seeming to 
forget that many invisible things exist, as air, and 
most, if not all, of the gases, are invisible; and water 
becomes invisible by evaporating, but under proper 
conditions becomes visible sgain. i 

When a spirit leaves the earth-body, it becomes 
invisible to ordinary sight, but with the proper con- 
ditions can again, like water, become visible. : 

Enemies to this knowledge do very shallow think- 
ing and no investigating, but they are excellent hands 
at blowing and striking at facts. They neither know 
nor desire to know anything about them, or they would 
spend their time at the more intelligent and useful 
business, investigating. he, i 

I thank Mr. T. E. Longshore for his criticism ; I 
am at home on this subject, of which I hav been & 
critical, thoughtful observer and investigator. 

Kokomo, Ind. W. L. Was. 
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Our London Letter. 


The action of those pious individuals who make a 
practice of attending horse-races for the ostensible 
purpose of giving away tracts warning the other vis- 
itors of the sin of going to such places has always 
- baen looked upon with a certain amount of suspicion 
by the undevout, and that such suspicion is not with- 
out reasonable ground is confirmed by the bank- 
ruptcy examination of the secretary of the Prayer- 
Book Revision Society. His liabilities were consider- 
able and his assets nèl. He attributed his difficulties 
to advances he had made to the society and non- 
payment of his salary and expenses, and it was only 
on cross-examination it was shown that his losses 
were brought about by card-playing and betting. 
Of course he was most virtuously indignant that 
these matters should be gone into, and he considered 
himself so much aggrieved and injured that he in- 
tends at some future time to proceed against those 
persons who hav exposed him forlibel He modestly 
informed the court that he and his work had been 
highly spoken of, and it had been said of him that 
he was the right stamp of man for these perilous 
times, and would that there were more like him. He 
did not say whether it was the professional book. 
makers who pocketed his losses that gave him such 
a valuable testimonial. No doubt his fellow race- 
course missionaries will be estimated at their proper 
value. f 

I hav been informed that the Zenana mission does 
a valuable work in the East for the cause of Chris- 
tianity, but did not know till just recently that one 
of its most important works is to introduce dressed 
dolls into Indian harems. How this furthers Ohris- 
tianity I do not quite understand, but should imagin 
it savors more of commercial enterprise, something 
of the same nature as the diffusion of moral pocket- 
handkerchiefs.” It would be interesting to know 
the cost price of these articles of merchandise and 
what is realized by the sale of same, what is done 
with the profits and with the donations of the faith- 
fal for the furtherance of the good work. 

In the debate on the Olergy Disciplin (Immorality) 
bill, it was stated that the bill was not required on 
account of the vice of the clergy, but in the tempta- 
tions thrown in their way, and while they are an 
exceptionally moral body of men, still among twenty- 
three thousand of them there must always be a cer- 
tain definit proportion of black sheep. This refers to 
the state clergy only, as bishops hav no power over 
dissenters and other religious bodies. Now, as it is 
stated that these men when they are turned into 
priests are filled with the “Holy Ghost,” I fail to 
geo why any single meniber should be worse than 
the whole number. Surely the afflatus is as powerful 
in one as in another. At all events, it has never been 
claimed by the church that the case is otherwise. 
Consequently, if there were any truth in the inspira- 
tion theory-—and the clergy all declare that it is ab- 
solutely true—the regular army of state parsons 
would be paragons of virtue, while the irregulars 
or dissenting parsons would be steeped in vice. As 
this is not the case, it effectually disposes of the 

benefit of “the laying-on of hands" by the bishops. 

Booth's idea of the “millennium” is somewhat pe- 
euliar; he fondly hopes that London may become 
the new Jerusalem, when Hyde park is to be “roofed 
in with towers climbing toward the stars as the 
world's great, grand, central temple,” and pictures 
to himself the demonstrations, processions, assem- 
blies, and reviews, while the streets are to be impass- 
able with the joyful multitude going to and fro, 
though how they can go to and fro in an impassable 
street is not explained. At 12:30 each day all busi- 
ness is to be suspended, and the entire population 
of the city will be prostrate in prayer and thanks- 
giving. Booth evidently is an imitator of Mohammed, 
and if he could only use the sword as well as the 
word, he would in all probability succeed in found- 
ing a new religion. 

There is a sect called the Gospel Messengers near 
London, who started two years ago with three mem- 
bers, and are now becoming an important body. | Sn : 

The meeting-houses are known as “havens,” and the ban the devil? 
members are distinguished as “comets, planets, [i 
stars, first and second lights, and tried men and 
women.” They rejoice in the possession of a banjo 


tries people are proud to assért their independence 
of clerical rule and official custom. 


Germany has now got a badge of her own. A 
female figure representing truth, who in one 
hand holds a burning torch, in the other a palm 
branch (peace), stands on the globe. In the back- 
ground sun and stars are visible. 


Mr. Aug. Kruhl-Hirschberg has been sentenced to 
six months imprisonment by the court of Schweid- 
nitz for the terrible crime of blasphemy of the Holy 
Ghost and slander of the “only” true church. Not 
possessing & copy of the law under which he was 
condemned, we are unable to giv more than à general 
statement of the fact. 


For the benefit of those of our German Roman 
Catholic friends who possess more faith than com- 
mon sense, we are happy to announce that some 
time during this year the “holy rock” will be ex- 
hibited at Trier. Last fall a number of ecclesiastic 
and lay experts “scientifically ” examined the rock 
and found it O. K. We do not know what diseases 
this rock can cure, but we suppose that a solid appli- 
cation of it on the heads of the clerical frauds will 
rid the world of a public nuisance. 


The spirit of Rationalism is slowly working its 
way into the minds of the Scandinavians. We are 
the recipient of Gristan, a radical weekly, pub- 
lished in Minneapolis, Minn., by the well-known 
Scandinavian Freethinker, Axel Lundeberg, who is 
author of several anti-orthodox pamphlets of consid- 
erable merit. The paper is not, however, an out and 
out Freethought journal, but a very Liberal Uni- 
tarian publication. We wish our new contemporary 
success in his mission, for even Unitsrianism is þet- 
ter than evangelical Ohristianity. 


That our readers may hav an idea of how persons 
in Germany who leave the state church are treated, 
we giv the following instance: A German Freethinker 
left the state church a short time ago, and the clergy, 
full of rage, caused his name to be publicly read 
from every pulpit in the city on three successiv 
Sundays, and afterward to be published in a relig- 
ious journal. But, unfortunately for the clergy, they 
struck the wrong man ; for, angry over tke treatment 
he had been subjected to, he agitated for a wholesale 
exodus from the church, and already, through his 
instrumentality, twenty persons hay left it and more 
are to follow. : 


We are the resipient of an illustrated radical and 
impious weekly, Æ? Diablo, published in Caracas. 
The editor, Sefior Salvador Presas, evidently not 
alone is aware of the fraud and injustice which pre- 
vail in Venezuela but possesses courage enough to 
proclaim them. Judging from one of the illustrations, 
it seems that in our sister republic the Roman Oath- 
olic church is as greedy as she is here, and that the 
politicians are as desirous to appease her hunger for 
the world’s goods. But while Venezuela and the 
United States are thus far alike, the latter is ahead 
in one particular—she has an Anthony Comstock, 
Venezuela has none. We are pleased to make the 
acquaintance of our South American contemporary. 


The bishop of Hichstadt in a Lenten pastoral 
letter sounds the following wail: ‘ Modern science, 
the terrible example, and the bad daily press hav 
sown the seed of these horrible evils [Freethought 
and Socialism] all over Europe. . Our coun- 
try [Germany | forms no exception; through it flows 
the stream of uribelief founded on science. And 
from our high schools and academies come down 
the iee-cold winds which kill the religious life of the 
common people. Not alone in college text- 
books, but even in literature for the home circle, 
which finds its way into the most- Ohristian families, 
the devil of unbelief and skepticism makes his pres- 
jence manifest," It is too bad. Why does not God 


We are now able to giv the reasons of the arrest 
of our friend Dr. Titus Voelkel, who has fifteen 


and tin-whistle band, and an official journal. If they 
continue to increase in the same ratio, in no long 
time they will become formidable rivals to the Sal- 
vation Army. Truly the Lord manifests himself in 
many ways and divers manners. J. D. 
—— bM cert) 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


_ Freethought is booming in Belgium. The forma- 
tion of five new societies is reported in the last 
number of Za Raison. 


lin new pid 5 and six individual 
members comprise the February acquisitions t 
French Freethought Federation. P. 


We never pick up a Spanish, Belgian, or French 
Freethought exchange but to find the announce- 
ment of a number of civil marriages. In these coun- 


prosecutions for blasphemy pending against him, 
which we announced in our last Items. Early in 
the morning of March 5th à policeman in citizen’s 
clothes came to the house of the doctor and told his 
wife that ke should “as soon as possible report at 
the station house," The doctor did so. In the sta- 
tion he feand an arrest order issued from Halle, and 
the officer in charge told him he would better go to 
the prosecuting attorney and judge at once. A 
policeman kindly showed him the way to the lock-up, 
where the doctor was confine. The doctor called 
for books and asked to be released on bail Five 
days later his bail was fixed at five thousand marks, 
but before he could inform his friends he was taken 
to Halle. together with Paine'& “Age of Resson,” 
which he is busy translating into German; and on 
the 16th of March, after an imprisonment of twelve 
days, he appeared before his judges. Those gentle- 


| men laughed and joked with one another until the 


witnesses appeared in the form of two clergymen. 
They claimed that the doctor had said several things 
regarding the church and the doctrin of the trinity 
whieh were very irreligious. During the time occu. 
pied by the prosecution the judges were all ears, and 
grave as Methodist deacons, but when Dr. Voelkel 
took the stand and stated that each and every state- 
ment of the two clergymen was absolutely false, and 
offered to prove the truth of his assertion by repu- 
table witnesses, the judges began making fun with 
one another again, not paying the slightest attention 


to him. When ten minutes had elapsed he was cut 


short, sentence was pronounced—six months’ impris. 
onment (the same as given by the police court)-—and 
the next case was called up. Not satisfied herewith, 
some or another religious scamp, evidently to entail 
additional misery on Mr. Voelkel, started the official 
rumor that some other authority wanted to see the 
doctor on & similar case. Seven places were men- 
tioned. The doctor was firat released, when upon 
telegraphing at his own expense to these places it 
was found out that the rumor had no other founda- 
tion than the malignity and rascality of some pious 
individual. A prosecution like this fastens a shame 
on the German nation; it is an outrage of law, jus- 
tice, yes, even of common decency. We send the 
doctor our best wishes and heartfelt sympathy, and 
hope that he may liv to see a new, & better, a more 
just era ushered in. This prosecution is & good 
example of what is to be expected from a union of 
church and state. 
1-6 — 


Rome's Power in Illinois Politics. 


Tae Truru SrxkxB recently recounted the attitude 
of the Romish House of the Good Shepherd toward 
our county treasury—how this institution, on various 
flimsy pretexts, has implored the county board to 
disregard the constitution of the state, the emphatie 
interpretation of the sectarian clause by the su- 
preme court itself, and has succeeded in compelling 
the county board to appoint committees of investi- 
tion and find out whether its school came under 
the prohibition. A majority of every such committee 
of investigation, after reading the law on the question, 
hav reported that the House of the Good Shepherd 
is a “sectarian institution.” A recent committee 
‘brought in the usual report, on which there has been 
much wrangling, but the report was accepted. 

At a board meeting called two days prior to elec- 
tion the question was again brought forward—a 
question that was thought to hav been settled—and, 
in spite of the constitution, the supreme court, and 
their own committee’s report, a majority of this des- 
picable county board, representing both parties, 
voted to steal this money, under the powerful polit- 
ical lash of Rome. Four men voted against it 
General Herman Lieb, Frank A. Stauber, and Mesars. 
Struckman and Oool. This could yet be blocked by 
anyone who could afford the time, trouble, and ex- 
pense. As there is no Liberal organization in Ohi- 
cago worthy the name, this steal will doubtless go 
unchallenged. 

THE PANSY. 


The following editorial from the Chicago daily 
News of April 10th, shows that there are persons 
advocating the pansy for a national floral emblem 
and for very different reasons than hav been adduced 
for its acceptance by Freethinkers. If this move is 
successful it will be fatal to ifs adoption by Secu- 
larists. The article says: 


Iowa, the state of ideas, comes to the front with a propo- 
sition to make the pansy our national floral emblem. An 
enthusiastic Iowan, Mr. Hopkins by name, has established a 
propaganda for the dissemination throughout the nation of 
two truths : . 

1. That this country should hav a national flower, around 
which sentiments of patriotism will cluster. 

2. That the pansy is the proper flower for Americans. 

To the first proposition there will probably be no serious 
objection. Anything that will cultivate patriotism, whether 
it be a flower, a flag, a publie school or a Fourth of July 
oration, meets the approbation and appreciation of all true 
Americans. If Frenchmen revere the lily, Englishmen the 


rose, if Erin loves her shamrock, Scotland the thistle, and. ö 


Canada the maple leaf, why may not Americans center their 
affections upon a national flower, a sprig, or even a leaf? 
As to the second proposition—the pansy—opinions will 
differ. The difficulty in selecting a representativ flower for 
this nation will be that every section has its favorit according 
to climatic variations. The pansy is perhaps as universal as 
any, and Mr. Hopkins is right in calling it the emblem of 
“ union, culture, and peace.” f : 
Some would prefer a more showy representativ, as the 
sunflower, while in the modest West there would be a large 
vote in favor of the daisy. In order to harmonize these dif- 
ferences let the World’s Fair auxiliary call an’ American con- 


gress for the special purpose of deciding upon a national: 


floral emblem. We are young, but we should hav every- 
thing that older nations prize, and the World’s Fair year will 
be an appropriate time to choose the national posy. 


COMSTOCK’S PROPOSED ORUBADE, 


Saint Anthony muat be in need of funds, as he hag 
taken the trouble to employ so large & space in 
the press dispatches, which he has unquestionably 
promised to pay for, hoping that the highly. moral 
quidnunes with the money will promptly come down 
with the cash. Here is the screed that is being 
sent out from New York: 


New York, April 11th.—There will shortly be put on foot 
in New York one of the strongest and most combined efforts 


— ore yes 


: of mine are adequate to express. 


has gone forth to meet his destiny. 
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ever made to suppress the sale, not only of out and out ob- | wi i i i i 
scene books, but that mass of so-called erotic fiction” wil be: hig TOWANG monument and s noble life his 
which of late has flooded the news-stands more particularly. 
It seems that the worm has at last turned, and this time the 
fight will be such a strong one and backed by such powerful 
in com- 
pletely routing the class of fiction which has for the past two 
years especially been an eyesore to people who stop to look 


influence that I should not wonder if it resulte 


over the new books on the stands. 


Anthony Comstock is the prime factor in the movement, 
and he has been. carefully laying his plans for some time 
past. He has first successfully secured the ccóperation and 
influence of some of the strongest publishing houses in the 
business. With that accomplished, he interested the leading 

. Officers in New York political and legal circles. 


wage the fight. 
activ participation in the warfare. 


that it has been most admirably laid out. 
U 


of the proposed crusade would, of course, defeat the aim of 
its projectors. But I can say that the chief batteries in the 
modus operandi of the scheme will be turned toward the act- 
ual output of the books. 


book on sale will be surrounded by so many obstacles as to 
make it almost impossible for copies to get into open mar- 
kets. This proposed fight seems to hav more actual promis 
toitthan any which hav heretofore been attempted, and 
those who will be the workers in it are hopeful for the re- 
sults. Surely the crusade has with it the heartiest godspeed 
of every lover of good literature, 
E. A. STEVENS, 


— — . — 
The Demise of a Michigan Liberal. 


It is with unfeigned sadaess that I announce that 
the supreme sorrow whose impending coming has 80 
long cast darkened shadows athwart my pathway 
hes at last fallen to my lot. My venerated father, 
James Ruggles, died of pneumonia, on March 16, 
1891, after an illness of ten days, aged eighty-eight 
years. He was of the seventh generation, descended 
from Thomas Ruggles, who came to Roxbury, Mass., 
from Nazie, Eng., in 1637. He emigrated to Michi- 
gan in 1835, for many years kept hotel, occupied 
positions of public trust, practiced law, managed his 
ferm of four hundred scres, was an uncompromising 
Damoerat and avowed Freethinker. 

During his illness he was a patient sufferer, and 
would not giv up the flower of hope that blooms on 
the banks of the river of death, until the day before 
kis decease. He retained his faculties and was able 
to recognize all his calling friends until the approach 
of the throes of dissolution, when his mind's eye” 
caught glimpses of beautiful beinge, one of whom 
he called his long-deceased sister, and exclaimed, 
“How like a dream!” These visions, however, soon 
vanished. The western sun looked kindly down and 
kissed his throbbing temples, loving friends were at 
his bedside ministering to every want, and so with 
one hand held by that of his weeping wife and the 
other in the embrace of his eldegt son, thus bravely 
and peacefully, with that serenity of mind that only 
consciousness of a well-spent life can giv, the grand 
old man” passed away as gently as the coming of 
the dawn. Manfully he lived; heroically he struggled 
with disease until, becoming fatigued with fighting 
the battle of life, he surrendered to the grim monster 
only, and philosophically died. Thus one by one 
our loved ones leave us, one by one good men expire, 
and day by day life's heroes fall. 

In the loss of my father I feel that I hav parted 
with the best of all my friends, one whose tender 
golieitude for me knew no bounds and that no words 
He was a home- 
builder, à home-provider, and a home lover ; he wor- 
shiped his family and venerated the fireside. No 
father could ever take a greater interest in the wel- 
fare of all his children than did he. 

Asin his declining years he neared the evening 
sunset he experienced no desire to relapse into theo- 
logical fancies of his childhood, but followed Ration- 
slism’s flaming torch of intelligence, and died in the 
love of reason. He liked the world in which he lived 
and the world liked him. Gladly would he hav 
longer remained with us, but the inexorable inevita- 
ble decreed otherwise. 

Not only his family but the village has experienced 
a loss as well, for an upright citizen, a venerated 
pioneer, an ancient landmark of the town, a veteran 
friend of our people and of humanity, has dropped 
out of our ranks. His years were golden, and he 
He paid all his 
obligations, including the “ debt of nature.” 

A touching memorial tribute prepared by myself 
was read at the funeral, and he was buried without 
any aid from the clergy. Many good people came to 
the services expecting they would be “shocked,” but 
went away only to admire, remarking that had a min- 
ister only read the address it would hav been su- 
perbly sublime. 

Solemnly, reverently we hav placed the earth over 
his honored bones, and over the little mound which 
will mark his resting-place fragrant flowers of which 
he was so fond will be planted that will blossom and 
twine their living tendrils around our hearts and 
keep forever green the memory of the loved one at 
rest in mother earth. 

Through the spirit of kindliness he has written 


his name in human hearts, so that a good memory 


When these 
were thoroughly interested he sought some of the rich men 
of the town, and from them secured the necessary capital to 
I am authoritativly told that the American 
News Company has also promised its fall indorsement and 
The plan of opera- 
tions is a most careful and elaborate one, and I must say 
To giv the details 


The idea is to stop the mouth of 
the sewer so effectually that any attempt to put a suggestiv | 


| here, and confess the facts and forces that exist in 


best epitaph. J. Faawors Rvaonzs. | 


— —— M « 
Universality of Conscience, 


says: “Every man is a character builder. There is 
nothing about which men talk more positivly and 
learnedly and sincerely than about this, of which 
they know so little. No Infidelity denies this, no 
skepticism hesitates to believe in it. Though im- 
material as spirit, the Materialist has faith in it, and 
though bodiless and inexplicable as God, the Atheist 
staggers not a moment in his acceptance of it as a 
real thing, in its best forms worthy of every en- 
deavor to secure and of the admiration of all good 
people. Invisible, unknown, immaterial, inexplicable, 
as if is, it compels universal belief in its reality. 
Nor is this a shadowy, will-o’-the-wisp thing of the 
imagination, but a solid reality, the substance of 
what we make ourselvs in the process of the myste- 
rious life we are now living. We know that we make 
characters, and that our characters determin our 
weight, worth, usefulness, and happiness, and that 
they are made of the little things of our whole lives 
combined. There is nothing we know better than 
this, and no knowledge about which we are more of 
one mind. Here, then, is the basis of our wisdom, 
our moral philosophy, and our religion, Materialists, 
skeptics, and religionists must all stand together 


human character. Here, all can make a confession 
of faith together—of faith in the power of little things 
to produce great results—of faith in mind as go 
operating as to produce character—of faith in char- 
acter as fhe most valuable thing which it is in our 
power to produce.” a 

The greatest reason for honesty is, honesty is the 
greatest thing in reason. 

If, then, the Materialist, the skeptic, and the relig- 
ionist all ccoupy the same conscious pedestal and 
come to the same conclusion in conscience, that char- 
acter determins happiness, which all desire, and that 
it is to be had only by attention to all the little things 
which occur in our lives, what moral condemnation 
can there be in being a Materialist, skeptic, or relig- 
ionist—or commendation, either—for one or the 
other? And if the Atheist recognizes the value of 
character and weighs it in the same balance as does 
the theologist—the scale of utility—is he not as 
likely to be a worthy person as any praying priest or 
cringing churchman whatever? And yet, on another 
psge of Mr. Weaver's book is woven this thread: 
“The common sense and sentiment of mankind repu- 
diates the Atheistic notion that human life is such a 
miserably mean failure that life is not worth living.” 
Why Atheistic notion? Nowhere is our life reck- 
oned as so miserably menn a failure as in the vaunted 
“word of God,” which says he repented that he 
made man, and in the prayer-book which confesses, 
“Miserable sinners are we all.” The theologist be- 
means man to magnify deity: the Atheist discards 
God to magnify manhood. It is the religionist who 
calls the world a vale of tears and is in a strait to 
depart this life, whilst the Atheist wants to liv as 
long as he can in the only world he is sure of for 
himself. In the Milwaukee, Wis., Unitarian Sunday- 
school, in 1884, Mr. Weaver congratulated me on 
being one of the very few who had principle enough 
to be an Atheist. Most men, said he, are obliged to 
rely on belief in some personal authority. 

Tyngsboro, Mass. Joun P. Gur». 

— — — 39-4 9———————- 


The Alderman on the Drunkard. 


Many reformatory ideas start into being suggested 
and encouraged by your Liberal sheet, Taz TRUTR 
Szrkrs. Our venerable weekly junto, the Progressiv 
Pilgrims, of Brooklyn, freely allow each member to 
express his own thoughts; hence we hav at times 
some queer radical remarks. 

* Gentlemen," said Ex-Alderman Brick, “I hav 
some remarke I should like to make. I hav wit- 
nessed several attempts to reform confirmed drunk- 
ards, but, alas! hav never seen one successful. I 
am assured it never will be until beastly drunkenness 
is rated as a crime ; whereas now it is ranked as 
only a funny ‘lark,’ as something to be smiled 


over. 

* Until it is held as a crime the beating and thrash- 
ing of wives, the demolishing of household chattels 
at home, the maiming and eruelty to children, and 
the jabbing of penknives, etc., will be considered 
only as a funny exuberance or something to be 
smiled over. 

“Gentlemen, one who starts out on a habitual 
drunk, what is if but predetermined insanity? And 
his extravagance, be it murder, rowdyism, cr pilfer- 
ing, etc., while in ſthis state, is softened by his ac- 
quaintances with a sly wink, and saying, ‘Ob, well, 
he was only drunk.’ I repeat,” continued Ez- 
Alderman Brick. somewhat warming up, “I may 
seem somewhat Utopian, but I assert that until the 
habit of drunkenness is held as a crime little advance 
can be made toward its suppression. To the con- 
firmed drunkard imprisonment of a few months or a 
year in a county prison, although somewhat irksome, 


Rev. Geo. S. Weaver in the * Heart of the World" 
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carries with it little recollection of punishment. 
What then? It must be conceded there is a point 
in human nature where the sense of degradation 
ceases, and man or woman becomes insensible to 
shame, and nothing is left but the physical carcass 
to appeal to. Now, gentlemen, I propose a remedy. 
When, as now, the culprit is arraigned for his crime 
of drunkenness and has clearly been proven guilty, 
he should be imprisoned, as now, one or two months 
or & year in some county lock-up—but mark, before 
his incarceration the culprit should be publicly 
whipped with a rawhide on his bare back and shoul- 
ders by some minor criminal ; for the first oftense Bay 
fifteen lashes, doubling the whipping at every rep- 
etition of the crime—a something he will recollect 
and dread!” ` 
The ex-alCerman resumed his seat convinced he 

had made an impression, which was quite evident; 
several members shrugging their shoulders and 
mutely leaving the hall. One stolid-looking old 
Quaker member, by the name of Baker, arose and 
made a few remarks in reply. “I fear, Friend Brick, 
thee has but hastily considered the immensity of the 
obstructions now before us, which will require re- 
moval before thee can establish thy whipping post. 
I fear thee forgets this is thought to be an age of 
refinement. Witness one thousand and one untaxed 
churches with their hireling priests; verifying the 
saying, ‘the nearer the church the farther from God!’ 
Alderman, has thee thought of this? These hire- 
ling priests are a greatly privileged class. They hav 
ever been exempted from military and jury duty, 
but ever ready for a chaplaincy.” D. B. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

— —329-4-9——— 

Lectures and Meetings. 


Tur New Orleans Delta says that J. E. Remsburg de- 
livered a most interesting lecture“ in that city. 


Dr. H. Sorranorr, of New York, will lecture before the 
Newark Liberal League on Sunday, April 26,1891. Subject: 
** Is Society an Organism ?” 


W. F. Jamieson has just filled lecture engagements in 
Des Arc and Rogers, Ark.; Joplin, Mo.; Neodesha, Kan. 
He is announced for several weeks ahead every evening, 
with two exceptions. i 


On Sunday, April 26th, Mr. Charlesworth will lecture be- 
fore the Newark Secular Union on The Life and Career of 
Charles Bradlaugh,” at 3 P.M. At the close of the lecture a 
collection will be made, the proceeds to be forwarded to 
London, Eng., to assist in the erection of a memorial insti- 
tute in honor of Mr. Bradlaugh’s memory. Mr. Charles- 
worth wishes us to state that he has found it impos- 
sible to enter upon his intended lecturing tour as ar- 
ranged, owing to serious complications arising in the trades 
organization to which he belongs. New York city has just 
barely escaped a crisis in the building trades, which threat- 
ened to involve upward of fifty thousand human beings in 
want, strikes being imminent owing to an internecine quar- 
rel among the bricklayers’ trades unions. Happily the 
trouble is averted, and Mr. Charlesworth has now found 


| himself the president of a local union. Friends are natifled 


that he will take up the tour about the beginning of Octo- 

ber. In the mean time he will be pleased to make arrange- 

ments for lectures about that date. Address, 505 East 88d 

street, New York city. . 
— — ——— 

WE rejoice in the widening thought that marks 
this age of ours, in the broadening snd sweetening 
sympathy that extends itself further and further 
where grace and compassion are needed ; in the in- 
creasing fortitude and courage, in the growing 
determination to hold evil at bay and compel the 
world to giv up its long-hidden secrets of knowledge 
and beneficence. We rejoice in all the spread of 
truth, in the deepening love of liberty, in the higher 
respect for order and harmony and peace, and in 
that grand vision of a nobler and better time coming 
that floods with light all higher spirits and touches 
with its beams of radiance even the dark and stub- 
born ground where poverty and misery hav their 
abode.—Jrothingham. 

— . — 

Wurm it is no longer practicable to punish heresy 
as a crime, men hav practically abandoned the ortho- 
dox theory of revelation, Religious persecution 
belongs to the spirit of past ages, and has been 
gradually dying out as that spirit has been informed 
and changed; but it is the proper fruit and azsion of 
theology and belief in a fixed, infallible revelation. 
Believers are now tolerant because the perfect, fer- 
vent, compelling faith of the past is no longer possi- 
ble. They ought, logically, to persecute as fiercely 
as of yore; but, unconsciously molded by the spirit 
of the age, it is no longer in them to do 80.— V. H. 


Waters. 
— — . — — 


Tux secret of genius is to suffer no fiction to exist 
—to demand, in all things, good faith, reality, and a 
purpose; and, first, last, midst, and without end, to 
honor every truth by use.— Goethe. 

_ OO 

Arr of us who are worth anything spend our man- 
hood iu unlearning the follies or in expiating the 
mistakes of our youth. Percy B. Shelley. 
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. Qoammunications. 


The Crescent City Tragedy. 

Suppose Superintendent Murray had been am- 
bushed and assassinated by a secre’ league of cut- 
throats because in the execution of his duty he was 
trying to the best of his ability to elevate American 
law end order above the reign of organized criminal 
conspiracy. And suppose further that New York, 
confident in the strength and purity of its courts of 
justice, had restrained its avenging hand, had given 
ihe assassins a fair and impartial trisl, and after 
hearing the evidence which tended to confirm and 
prove the existence of this organized band of alien 
murderers, had seen its mercy, justice, and for- 
bearance laughed at, had had its great patience and 
magnanimity insulted with a verdict which scorned 
and stultified justice, made a jest of law and order, 
murdered reason, and handed over our fair city to 
the tender mercies and gentle passions of a coterie of 
cut-throats, every member of which had a price on 
his head, and a halter around his neck—suppose all 
this, if you can, and you will hav an accurate picture 
of the state of affairs in New Orleans on the morning 
of March 14th this present year of grace. Suppose 
this had happened in New York, would the citizens 
of New York hav remained passiv, still, and silent, 
satisfied to hav their laws nullified and to let justice 
lie dead, killed by the steel and silver of a league of 
assassination? I know if I had been in New Orleans 
that day, and had possessed sufficient physical cour- 
age, I would certainly hav slung a musket over my 
shoulder and followed Parkerson’s lead. Nobody 
regrets more than I that this stain has soiled and 
spotted the American escuteheon, and if does not 
lessen my regrat to know that it could easily hav been 
prevented at Castle Garden. But sniveling over spilt 
milk has never yet done any good; and as the stain 
is still there, the best and wisest thing to do is to 
blot it out as goon as possible. But on second 
thought it hardly seems to be much of a stain, and 
what there is of it is on the cowardly and corrupt 
jury more than anything else. If the jury had done 

_ their duty as they were sworn to do, the more or less 
lamentable occurrence would never hav happened. 
It seems to me that the citizens of New Orleans 
simply did what their unfaithful representative in 
the jury-box should hav done—dealt out even-handed 
justies £o a mob of bioody-handed murderers. In 
this country the people are generally acknowledged 
to be the sovereigns; and no government or court or 
jury is above or superior to the people; and when 
the people's representativs prove recreant to their 
trust or fail to do their duty, the people are fully 
justified in protesting themselva. You cannot with 
fairness condemn the citizens of New Orleans, when, 
seeing that their courts were useless, and their laws 
weak and powerless, they took summary action, and 
calling in the impartial and effisient aid of that grim 
and incorruptible magistrate, Judge Lynch, showed 
to the world that murder would not go unpunished 
nor assassination unwhipped of justice, even though 
the ordinary and more orderly rules of law had to 
be violated. There is one result of this occurrence 
that has not attracted the attention it deserves. 
From nearly every part of the country—certainly 
from every part where there was an Italian colony 
or population—American citizens, who were born in 
Italy, hav held meetings and passed resolutions de- 
nouncing the government of the United States and 
appealing frantically to ihe Italian government for 
redress and vengeance. Their heated references to 
the power of Italy’s navy ard treasonable communi- 
cations to Italy's minister of foreign affairs certainly 
prove them to be exceedingly poor American citizens. 
Why do they appeal to a king whom they hav repu- 
diated? Hav they no pride or confidence in their 
own government? If they hav, why do they ask as- 
sistance from a foreign state? If they hav not, why 
do they remain in this country? If this navy of 
which they so exultingly bcast should advance upon 
America with hostil intentions, what action would 
these citizens teko? Would they espouse the cause 
of their adopted country, or would loyal Americans 
find themselvs confronted by a hostil army encamped 
on American £0il—an army which had noi crossed 
the Atlantic in transporte, but in the steerage of im- 
migrent vessels? This exhibition of treason can 
hardly be called an outburst of patriotism or loyalty 
to American institutions. It showed very plainly 
that the Italian residents propose to get all they can 
out of this country and giv in return nothing but 
abuse and treason. It is not puiting the case one 
iota too strongly to say thet nine out of every ten 
Italian immigrants are a curse snd a pest to this 
country. 

The Italian immigration of to-day, like that of 
the Hungarian and Polish, is very largely composed 
of paupers, criminals, and people of such weak 
mental capacity as to be but a trifle better than 
idiote. The majority of them can neither read nor 
write. They huddle together in quarters filthy and 
foul beyond the power of decent language to de- 
seribe, work for less money than other and better- 
bred workers find necessary to liv, or rather exist, on, 


and are a constant menace to the health of the com- 
munities they curse by their presence. They commit 
numerous deeds of violence, and in proportion to 
their numbers giv the police more trouble than an 
other of our foreign residents. 

This picture is not in the least overdrawn. It is 
most cheerfully admitted that some Italians make 
good and law-abiding citizens, but a large majority 
of them are, by reason of their ignorance, their cus- 
toms, their slavish allegiance to the pops or King 
Humbert, and, above all, their propensity bo deeds of 
crime and violence, unfitted to liv in a country of the 
character of the United States. 

I am aware that the utterance of such sentiments 
is deprecated and denounced, called Knownothing- 
ism and un-American bigotry. Humane, but badly 
mistaken men declare that it is unkind and, oh hor. 
rors! un-American to try to stop or stem the tide of 
immigration ; that this is the land of the free, and a 
city of refuge for the oppressed, and everybody 
should be made welcome and invited to share our 
national hospitality and hearthstone. The day for 
such Utopian sentiment has passed by and we should 
know by this time that this is the land of the op- 
pressor as well as the oppressed. 

It is conceded, I take it, that in a republic the 
ballot is the true and proper remedy for existing 
evils. But if we put the ballot, that most potent 
weapon, into the hands of the unlettered and igno- 
rant kordes who know nothing of our systems or in- 
stitutions, and care almost infinitly less, who regard 
election time as the heaven-inspired day.in which 
they can make a couple of dollars in a couple of min- 
utes—if, I say, we put the ballot into the hands of 
such people, we giv them a sword with which they 
will eventually assassinate the republic. 

Taking an oath of allegiance to the United States 
is not all that is required to make a good citizen. A 
European slave or serf cannot be made an American 
freeman in a day, courts, naturalization bureaus, 


laws, and pot-house politicians to the contrary not- |. 


withstanding. Where ignorance and illiteracy exist 
citizenship is a mockery, and to put the ballot in the 
hands of those who do not know how to use it, is as 
suicidal as to giv a dagger to a man possessed of an 
acute homicidal mania. 

So long as this tide of unrestricted immigration is 
allowed to sweep in and debase, dilute, and defile 
the stream of American citizenship, so long will the 
great republic be retarded in its great onward march 
of progress. If the gates of Castle Garden are not 
closed or the lines between good and bad immigration 
more closely drawn, it will be but a comparativl. 
short time when this country will- be Hasopeudiacd. 

Some of the American societies demand that we 
oblige the foreigner to liv here twenty-one years be- 
fore granting him the privilege of citizen. I confess 
I donot see much good in that plan, and even ad- 
mitting that it was efficacious, it should not be for- 
gotten that these people are not required simply to 
work; it is but common justice that they should bear 
a fair share of the burdens of citizenship, and should 
know what it means and the duties and responsibili- 
ties it entails. For my part, I freely admit that I 
would like to see all inimigration stopped, for a time 
at least. Wehav imported enough and if would be 
a national blessing if the importation ceased. 

This I suppose is almost out of the question, and 
the next best plan, in my judgment, would be some- 
thing of this nature: Let all intending immigrants 


files declaration of their intention to come to this 


country with the American consul nearest to their 
homes, say, not less than two years previous to the 
date of their departure. It should be made a part 
of the consul’s duties to thoroughly investigate 
the character of the intending immigrant, his financial 
condition, and require such other information as may 
be deemed necessary and desirable. If the examina- 
tion is satisfactory to the consul he should be re. 
quired to givthe intending immigrant a certificate 
stating the bearer was a fit person to become a resi- 
dent of the United States. 

It would be well to hav the certificate state that 
the bearer was not sfilicted with any contagious or 
incurable disease. As the consul would hay no 
interest or concern in preventing the intending immi- 
grant from trying to better his condition there would 
be no trouble in getting his signature if the intend- 
ing immigrant was worthy and deserving of it. This 
plan would do away with the constant friction be- 
tween the steamship companies and the United States 
emigration commissioners. It would also tend to 


make it easier to place the responsibility for bad. 


immigration, and if the consuls were held to a strict 
accountability the bad or undesirable immigration 
would practically cease. When the immigrant lands 
make him thoroughly understand that if in five 
years he is not able to read the organic law of his 
adopted country, the Constitution of the United 
States, he will be shipped back to the country from 
whence he came. But important as the question of 
citizenship is, it is not the only question involved in 
the immigration. problem. During President Ar- 
thur’s administration we found it necessary and de- 
sirable to keep out the hordes of Mongolians which 
threatened to overwhelm us. John was not particu- 


larly vicious or depraved, obeyed the laws, and in 
some few respects was a good kind of immigrant. 
But because we believed he interfered with the right 
of the American laborer to earn his living we ex- 
cluded him, and for that reason if for no other we 
ought to say to the people of all other foreign na- 
tions, You are not wanted, and will not be received, 
so long as our social conditions are such that your 
presence will inflict additional hardships on our peo- 
ple, nativ-born and naturslized; citizen and alien. 
The corrupt and selfish politicians of both the great 
parties know full well the dangerous and utterly 
unfit character of much of our immigration, but 
they make no sound. They might lose the votes of 
the Pope's paddies or dagos if they did. And some 
of our otherwise sdmirable German-born citizens 
might withhold the German-American vote. When, 
however, the present wretched and utterly insuffi- 
cient means of protecting ourselvs from a foreign 
invasion—which is none the less dangerous because 
it is apparently peaceful—hav brought our country 
to the verge of national annihilation, there will go 
forth such a stentorian cry for laws for our self- 
preservation that party lines will be wiped out, 
patriotism will take the place of partisanship, the 
paltering cry of the vote-seeking demagog will be 
silenced, the voice of alien traitors will be hushed, 
and America, invincible America, will rise in the 
majestic might of her too sorely tried and outraged 
patience, and all good and loyal Americans, regard- 
less of creed or race, will unite shoulder to shoulder. 
to save and perpetuate the American nation as they 
united thirty years ago to-day to save and perpetu- 
ate the American Union. Epwarps ROUBSSEAU. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., April 12, 291. 

: — —— ————— 
A Short Anti-Prohibition Sermon. 

From four columns of tirade against anti- 
Prohibitionists in TRR Traore SREKNR of March 28th 
I exiract the following passage as & text: i 

The Anarchist opposes prohibition and hates it, because 
of the abuses and extremes to which religion or churches 
are trying to carry it in their own interest by prohibiting 
Sunday work and Sunday amusement, and suspending all 
public and private activity on their so-called holy day. 
The hearts of these pious zealots are right, yet their heads 
are Wrong. ; ys 

Mr. Editor, and brother truth seekers, I hav been 
a Probibitionist, and before I was a Prohibitionist I 
was a Presbyterian. I evoluted out of the latter 
long ago, and out of the former not so very long 


ago. 

P Had I read the “Age of Reason” before joining 
the church I am quite sure I should never hav been 
a church member. And the second paragraph in 
Paine's Common Sense” constrains me to become: 
an anti-Prohibitionist. I quote the beginning of the 
second paragraph: 

Society in every state is a blessing, but government, even in 
its best estate, is but a necessary evil, in its worst state an in- 
tolerable one; for when we suffer, or are exposed to the same 
miseries by à government, which we might expect without 
a government, our calamity js hightened by reflecting that 
we furnish the means by which we suffer. Government, 
like dress; is the badge of lost innocence; the palaces of 
kings are built upon the ruins of the bowers of paradise. 

When Paine came to America he found the colo- 
nies in what might be called a state of paralyzed 
anarchy. This is forcibly described in the Declara- 
tion of Independence. And yet, in a vast extent of 
country, where there were few that might be called 
wealthy, there was very little abject poverty. 

It was a fundamental doctrin of the old Republican 
party, founded by Paine and Jefferson, that “The 
world is governed too much,” and that “That govern- 
ment is best which governs least.“ 

Oonsequently the cost of government in America 
was at the outset very small. Paine in his Rights 
of Man” says: Us i 

The whole expense of the federal government of America, 
founded, as I hav said, on the system of representation, and 
extending over a country nearly,ten times as large as Eng- 
land, is but $600,000. 

That sum divided by four million inhabitants, 
would be only fifteen cents per capita. 

Further on Paine compares the expenses of the 
Esglish government with those of America. Every 
person in England, says he, male and female, pays 
on an average in taxes two pounds eleven shillings 
and sixpence—nearly twelve dollars—while the ayer- 
age of taxes in America, including the cost of state 
governments, is only a dollar and a quarter. 

It these calculations were correct is not the change 
in one hundred years appalling? The present cost 
of our federal government alone is $8 per ca- . 
pita—more than fifty times greater than in 1791. 
And one quarter of this $8 per capita tax 
is paid for pensions. This per capita burden for 
pensions alone exceeds the whole cost of government, 
national and state, a hundred years ago. 

Mr. Editor, and fellow truth seekers, J am not an 
Anarchist. But if we were transported to Russia 
how would we be likely to stand on the question of 
government? My opinion is that those of us who 
would not become at once avowed Anarchists, would 
become hypoerits lest we might hav to undergo a 
further transportation by order of that paternal 
government. VETERAN. 
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The True Story of Jonah. 
TBE EARLIEST PATENT MEDIOIN TESTIMONIAL KN 
; OWN, FOUND AMONG 
l ise THE sOULPTURES 
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Drs, Melcisadech & Ptorath : 


: No. 1001 Smith St., Tarshish. 
Dear Sirs: 
: While coming from Tarshish to this city recently, by water, 


Aud 
— 


I was seized by a very sudden and violent attack, 


HHO SMOK veta | 
rovg | 


Which utterly prostrated me, 


— 


verthrew my physical system. 


My condition was such that I got very much down in the mouth, and feared 
that I should never see home and friends-again. 


. 891 


condition. 
P O Box 76543892567. 


rfully recommend it to auyone in the same 
Very sincerely, 


JONAH, 
Nineveh, Assyria. 
— Life. 


$E 


Salvation’s Scheme. 


Balvation's scheme, 
Based on & dream, 
A holy Bible story, 
This you believe 
And you'll receive 
A harp and crown of glory. 


But if you fail, 
You'll weep and wail, 
And gnash your teeth in anguieh ; 
While ages roll 
Your naked soul : 
In sheol’s flame must languish. 


THE BOHEME. 
In Palestine, 
Where grows the vine, 
There lived a Jewish beauty, 
A virgin pure, 
Of this we're sure ; 
She always did her duty. 


A God she gave 
A world to save 
To nature’s law or passion. 
Love ruled the day, 
And had its way 
Regardless of the fashion. 


The boy she had 
Looked always sad, 
But grew by good behavior 
To man’s estate, 
But met sad fate 
And thus became a savior. 


A half-man God 
Seems rather odd, 
But all the world hav praised him ; 
It may be wise 
For sacrifice, —. 
Since for that end they raised him. 


By him alone 
We could atone 
For Mother Eve’s transgression ; 
Lured by a brute 
She stole God's fruit— 
That talking snake's suggestion. 


God said, You!ll die 
The day you try 

Your teeth upon my peaches.” 
The serpent said, 

** Yowl not go dead, 

But become wise as he is.” 


Now, to be wise 
Was, in their eyes, 
The very thing they needed ; 
They'd just been made 
Pull grown, ’tis said, 
So they God’s serpent heeded. 


The fruit so fair 
Hung high in air; 
She tiptoed tall and took them. 
She gave her mate 
And they both ate 
Till appetite forsook them. 


With wondering eyes 
In great surprise e 
They saw that they were naked, 


i x amie, Mich, 


Then made a rush 
For fig-leaf brush, 
The serpent overtakéd. 


In deepest shade 
They aprons made 
Of fig leaves sown together, 
So bright and green, 
And neat and clean, 
Just fine for summer weather. 


Next morning cool, 
God called his school : 
* Ho! Adam, where art thou?” 
“I shamed to find 
My form like thine.” 
„Me, too,” says EVe. So now!” 


“ You've stole my fruit! 
Taught by that brute, 
You're now as wise as me. 

Pl turn you out, 
And guard the route, 
To save that other tree.” 


His awful loss 
Made him go cross 
He went about a-cursing, ` 
And ever since 
That great offense 
He’s been his wrath a-nursing. 


He cursed the snake 
And earth for sake 
Of Adam and his wife, 
Then made & place 
For all their race— 
A hell for endless life. 


To sweat and toil, 
And till the soil 
The man he made a sinner— 
Through brambles, thick 
With thorns that prick, 
„o chase a snake for dinner.” 


Of all the cursed 
Eve fared the worat. 
A slave to man he made her— 
Sorrow and pain 
When joy should reign, 
And motherhood degrade her. 


He turned them out 
To roam about ` 
*Mong thistles, thorns, and brambles ; 
In horrid suits 
Of skins of brutes, 
To take their homeless rambles. 


MORAL, 


A lie’s a lie 
You can’t deny, 
No matter who’s the teller ; 
The truth will stand 
For God or man, 
Or even the other feiler, 


A God I'd own 
Would not atone E 
For Mother Eve's transgres 
By suicide, 
Nor yet provide 
A hell for indiscretion. 
. & M. Bayard, M.D,: 
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Tur: are about five hundred subscribers on our 
list in arrears on their subscriptions. We hope it 
will only be necessary to say to them that we need 
the money to induce them to pay up. 

And we trust, too, they will remember that a re- 
newal and a new subscription costs but five dollars, 
and that they will take advantage of the terms and 
the occasion to help us a little. We need more sub. 
seribers to the paper. We giv more than any other 
Freethought journal for the money, and consequently 
it costs more to publish the paper. The pictures 
alone cost some fifteen hundred dollars annually ; yet 
they are a feature that all would dislike to hav dis- 
continued. They are forcible weapons against su- 
perstition, and do their work well. But our friends 
should not forget that they cost a good deal. 

Send us your arrearages and renewal, and a new 
subscriber ! 


——— la 
The Pedigree of Jesus, 


Mr. P. B. Reasoner, an egteemed subscriber, de- 
sires light on the following assertions of Mr. C. T. 
Russell, editor of Zion’s Watch Tower. Mr. Rus- 
sell, by letters and papers, hopes to convert Mr. 
Reasoner, and this is the way he explains a script- 
ural difficulty : 

* Yours, with reference to the genealogy of Christ, is at 
hand. In reply: Matthew and Luke giv two totally distinct 
genealogical lines. Matthew givs the line of Joseph, and 
Luke givs the line of Mary. According to Jewish custom, 
a wife was adopted into the tribal family of her husband, 
and had all the appertaining rights. It is a mistake to sup- 
pose that Mary was of the tribe of Levi as you suggest. 
Her genealogy is traced in Luke to the family of David, of 
the tribe of Judah. Instead of saying, as we do nowadays, 
that Joseph was the son-in-law of Heli, it is said that Joseph 


was the son of Heli, Heli being the name of Mary's father. 


'The fact that the number of generations of the two families 
are different counts nothing. The same is true of many 
families to-day." 

This * explanation " was first made, we believe, by 
Augustine, and bas been adopted by some Protest- 
ant commentators. But no weight can be attached 
`- to it, for the reason that other commentators and 
writers, equally distinguished, reject it. 

The assumption that Luke givs the pedigree of 
Mary and not of Joseph possesses no scriptural au- 
thority, for Luke mentions Joseph and not Mary, 
and Greek grammarians assure us that no possible 
rendering of the Greek will stand that construction. 
Luke (i, 27, and ii, 4) declares Joseph to be of the 
house of David, while he nowhere says the same of 
Mary, or that she was the daughter of Heli. Ac- 
cording to the epistles of James, or ihe Protevan- 
gelion (an apocryphal book) Mary's father was 
Joachim, who, as the commentators who use this 
“argument” assure us, was identical with Heli. 
This is not so, and even if it were, it would not rec. 
oncile Matthew and Luke, for they both assert that 
they are giving the genealogy of Joseph. And if 
Christ's own words are of any weight, he did not be- 
lieve himself to be of the house of David (see 


Matthew xxii, 41-46 ; Mark xii, 85-37 ; Luke xx, 41- 
44). The people who listened to Jesus, and those 
who wrote the gospels, believed Christ to be the 
carpenter's son, and according to the last three ref- 
erences cited, neither his father nor mother was be- 
lieved to be of Davidical lineage (see Matthew xiii, 
55; Mark vi, 3; Luke iv, 22; Jobn vi, 42). It may 
be noted, in passing, that about the only point upon 
which the “evangelists ” agree is that Jesus and his 
parents were not of royal blood. 

The “argument” that Mary was the daughter of 
Heli instead of Joseph being his son can be admitted 
only by impeaching the veracity of Luke— precisely 
what the editor of Zion’s Watch Tower is endeavor- 
ing not to do—establishing the identity of Heli and 
Joachim; and making canonical the apocryphal Prot- 
evangelion. Now, it is easy enough to impeach the 
veracity of Luke (Matthew alone does it), but if can 


not be established by any sufficient authority that 


Joachim was Heli, or that Mary was Heli's daughter. 
If the words “son of in italics in Luke signify son- 
in-law, then Adam was, according to that theory, the 
son-in-law of God, which is nonsense. It is unre&- 
sonable to believe that “son-in-law” was meant to 
be expressed in each case from Christ to Jehovah, 


and there is no excuse for discriminating in the case 


of Joseph and Heli. Another point against the sup- 


position that Mary was of royal blood is that she 


was a cousin of Elizabeth, whose husband was dis- 
tinctly declared to be of the house of David, but 
nowhere is the claim made for either Mary or Eliz- 
abeth. 

A slight comparison of Matthew and Luke made 
by Lord Amberley in his “ Life of Jesus” (a chapter 
from “ Analysis of Religious Belief,” one of the best 
works ever published) will be pertinent here. 
giving in parallel columns the genealogies as re- 


corded by the only two evangelists who pretended 


to know how Jesus came to be born, Lord Amber- 
ley says: 
** Various observations offer themselvs on these discrepant 


genealogies. 
thew, in his anxiety to show that the whole period comprised 


is divisible into three equal parts of fourteen generations 
each, has actually omitted no less than four generations con- 


tained in the authorities he followed. For since he traced 
the descent of Joseph through the royal line of Judah, we are 


enabled to check his statements by reference to the book of 


Chronicles (1 Chron. iii), and thus to convict him of positiv 
bad faith. In the first instance he omits three kings, repre- 
senting Uzziah as the son of Joram, who was his great-great- 
grandfather; in the second he passes over Jehoiachim, mak- 
ing Jehoiachin the son instead of the grandson of Josiah. In 
the third period we hav no authority by which to verify his 
statements beyond Zerubbabel, but his determination to 


carry out his numerical system at ali hezards is shown by 
the double reckoning of Jehoiachin, at the close of the sec- 


ond and the beginning of the third division. The latter has 
in fact but thirteen generations, and it was only by this trick 
—a little concealed by the break effected through his allu- 
sion to the captivity—that the appearance of uniformity was 
maintained. Luke has adopted a different method. Leav- 
ing the line of kings, he connects Joseph with David through 
Nathan instead of Solomon. Now, beyond the fact that 
Nathan was the offspring of David and Bathsheba, nothing 
whatever is known about him. Indeed it may hav been his 
very obscurity, and the consequent facility of creating de- 
scendants for him, that led to his selection in preference to 
Solomon, though unless it were that his name stood next 
above Solomon’s (2 Sam. v, 14)—there is no obvious reason 
for his being preferred to several other children of David. 
However, he answered the purpose as well as any, and after 
him it was not a difficult operation to invent a plausible list 
of names to fill up the gap between him and Joseph. The 
compiler of the list in Matthew had the advantage in so far 
that he did not require to draw on his imagination except 
for nine names between Zerubbabel and Joseph, while the 
compiler of the list in Luke had to supply the whole period 
from Nathan downwards with forefathers. But the second 
compiler had the advantage over the first inasmuch as. his 
fraud did not admit of the same easy exposure by reference 
to its sources, and it was, on the whole, a safer course to de- 
sert history altogether than to falsify it in favor of an arith- 
metical fancy. 

Another discrepancy between the two writers remains to 
be noted; it is the enormous disproportion in the number of 
generations between David and Joseph. Matthew has 
twenty-five generations, and Luke forty, excluding Joseph 
himself. A difference of this magnitude—involving some- 
thing like 400-450 years—is not to be surmounted by any 
process of harmonizing. To which it may be added that 
the two évangelists, by assigning to Joseph different fathers, 
clearly inform us that his true father was unknown.” 

To this we may add the statement of Scott (“Life 
of Ohrist," p. 20): 

“ Paul lays great strese on the circumstance that the 
promis given to Abraham was made, not to his seed, as of 
Mary, but to his ‘seed which is Christ. To whatever pas- 
sages in the Psalms or elsewhere Peter may be supposed to 
refer, to the Jews unquestionably the words meant, what 


After 


In the first place it will be observed that Mat- 


they appear to mean.. That such anticipations could be ful- 
filled by & prenatural birth, without any known father, from 
a virgin of whose Davidic descent there is the slenderest 
possible evidence, or rather no evidence at all, is à conclusion 
which can be acceptable to those only who believe in alleged 
historical narrativs on no other grounds than that they wish 
them to be true, and dare not call them in question.” ] 


And Dr. John McNaught, incumbent of St. Ohrys- 
ostom's church, Everton, Liverpool, says of this * ox- 
planation :" 

** On the first glance these genealogies, as given by Matthew 
and Luke, are so evidently different that it has been the ordi- 
nary, if not invariable, practice of Christian harmonists and. 
commentators to represent the former evangelist as recording 
the descent of. Joseph, while the latter evangelist ig said to 
hav given the pedigree of Mary. We will say nothing of the 
plausibility of this explanation, which acknowledges the 
genealogies to be wholly different, and supposes they belong 
to two persons. Our questions must rather affect the truthful- 
ness of this mode of explaining away the difficulty. Let the 
reader bear in mind how Matthew states that ‘Jacob begat 
Joseph, the husband of Mary,’ and how Luke’s words are, 
‘Joseph which was the son of Heli,’ and then let the reader 
say whether it is truthful to allege that these different gene. 
alogies belong to different individuals. Is it not plain that 
each of them professes to trace the lineal descent of one and 
the same man, Joseph? If we are still to be told that when 
Matthew professes to giv the descent of Joseph, he is to be 
understood as giving the descent of Mary, then we simply 
rejoin that such an explanation is nothing more or less than 
an abandonment of the idea of inspirational infallibility ; for 
it represents the Bible as saying one thing and meaning 
anot : 

Greg's '' Oreed of Christendom says of the dis- 
erepant genealogies : 


“One critic supposes that one evangelist givs the pedigree 
of the adoptiv, the other of the real fatherof Joseph. Another 
assumes that one is the genealogy of Joseph, and the other 
that of Mary—a most convenient iden, but entirely gratuitous, 
and posttivly contradicted by the language of the text” (p. 172). 


Another writer says: 

‘The genealogy of Jesus in the canonical gospels 
is traced solely through Joseph, who alone is stated to be of the 
lineage of David. The genealogies of Matthew and Luke, 
though differing in several important points, at least agree 
in excluding Mary” (Supernatural Religion, p. 259). 

Soott says further: 

** Both the evangelists profess to giv the genealogy of Jo- 
seph; while neither of them givs any support to the Davidic 
descent of Mary,” and “ the pointed expression that Joseph 
went with Mary to Bethlehem ‘because Ae was [not, they 
were] of the house and lineage of David’ (Luke ii, 4), seems 
to exclude the idea” (English Life of Jesus, p. 26). 


We may therefore dismiss this “explanation” as of 
no avail, and the remarks based 1 for the fol- 
lowing reasons : ; 

1. There is no scriptural authority for it. 

2. Mary was not the daughter of Heli. 

3. If “son of” meant “ son-in-law,” and Luke iii, 
28, ought to read; * And Jesus himself, being, as was 
supposed, the son of Joseph, which was the son-in- 
law of Heli" then Heli would be “ son-in-law of 
Matthat, which was the son-in-law of Levi,” and so 
on to the end of the genealogy. Try to follow the 
pedigree back by this method and see where you will 
land. 

4. Where the writer speaks of Elizabeth, he takes 
pains to say her husband was of the house of David ; 
but nowhere says the same of her or of Mary. 

5. There is no authority for saying Joachim and 
Heli were identical; and i 

6. If they were it would make no difference, for, 
according to the Protevangelion, Joachim probably 
was the father of Mary in the same way that Joseph 
was the father of Jesus—by proxy of the Magis 
This is the substance of the story : 

** Joachim, a rich man, brought offerings to the Lord. 
Rubim the priest told him he must do so no more because 
he was childless. Joachim in great grief retired to the moun- 
tains, resolved to fast and pray until he could become a 
father. His wife Anna knowing not what had become of 
him, and supposing him dead, began to bewail her childless 
widowhood. But soon she put off her mourning garments, 
and, resuming her wedding dress, took a walk in the gar. 
den. Sitting under a laurel-tree she prayed, not for a hus- 
band but for a child. Looking up she saw a sparrow’s nest. 
* Alas! O Lord !! she said, why am I not like the birds or 
beasts which are productiv before thee? Ihav become a re- 
proach to the sons of Israel, and they hav driven me in 
derision out of the temple of the Lord.“ : 

** Just then a good angel appeared and promised to answer 
Anna’s prayer. Presently two more angels came and told 
her her husband was alive and coming home, for another 
angel had heard Joachim’s prayer, and promised an answer. 

„The reunion of husband and wife was joyful. Joachim 
made à grand offering of goats, lambs, and calves to the 
priests, and in due time, reckoning no doubt from the good 
angel's visit in the garden, a female child was born, and they 
called her Mary.” 


Luke says Jesus was supposed to be the son of 


Joseph, which was the son of Heli. The words 
“ the gon” are not in the“ original Greek.” Yet the 
name Joseph is in the Greek (not the original, for 
there 2s no original), and St. Augustine’s hypothesis 
that Luke was giving the genealogy of Mary is 
therefore impossible. to maintain. “Mary, the 
daughter of," could never hav been meant by 

. “Joseph, the son of" And Kitto's “Cyclopedia of 
Biblical Literature" says that the legends respect- 
ing Anna, who is said to hav been Mary's mother, 
“are pure fables, without the slightest evidence.” 
This is rough on the priest's authority, but is un- 
doubtedly true. The hypothesis, ‘therefore, that 
Luke givs the genealogy of Mary, is disproved by 
the gospel itself. l : 

s — — . aa 


Biblical Reasons. 


For unique silliness there is no one so conspicuous 
as & man who really believes that the Bible is worthy 
of credence and plenarily inspired. Some one has 
asked the editor of the Christian Advocate: — 


** How do you answer those who'say that if the church for- 


bids woman to sit in the general conference as delegate, and 


will not ordain her and admit her to the ministry, to be con- 


sistent it should forbid her to teach in the Sunday-school, 


speak for temperance, and giv her experience in class- 


. meetings and prayer-meetings ?” . 


But this is nothing to Dr. Buckley ; he straightens 
up and replies: We answer them easily from the 
scriptures (1 Cor. xi)" And this is the scripture he 


relies upon: 
* 4, Every man praying or prophesying, having his head 
covered, dishonoreth his head. 


r^ 


“5. Bütevery woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her 
head uncovered, dishonoreth her head, for that is even all 


one 88 if she were shaven. : 
** 6. For if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn; 


but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let 


her be covered.” 


The most obvious meaning to this reply is that 
women can teach in Sunday-school because there it 
is entirely proper to keep their bonnets on, while the 


pulpit demands an uncovered head. 


The depth, learning, and logie of some theologians 


remind us of Goldsmith’s village schoolmaster : 


: * [n arguing, too, the parson owned his. skill, 
For e'en though vanquished he could argue still; | 
. While words of learned length and thundering sound 
Amazed the gazing rustics ranged around, Av 
And still they gazed, and still the wonder grew 
That one small head could carry all he knew.“ 
— — : 
A New Petition for the Pardon of Mr. Heywood. 


In the Boston Transcript of April 11th appeared 


the following : 


* A petition liaving been circulated for the purpose of 


securing the pardon of Ezra H. Heywood, the following 


counter petition has been forwarded by the directors of the 
New England Watch and Ward Bociety to the president of 
the United States and to the United States district attorney 


of the state of Massachusetts : 
“The directors of the New Englavd Watch and Ward 
Society, formerly the New England Society for the Buppres- 


sion of Vice, are extremely reluctant to oppose the well- 


meant and kindly intended efforts for the release of Ezra H. 
Heywood from prison. . : 

«They are sure, however, that no one can intelligently 
or justly urge Mr. Hey wood's pardon who has seen the vile, 
obscene, an disgusting language and ideas for publishing 
and circulating which he was sentenced. We hav yet to 
know of any person of respectability who, on being con- 
fronted with the actual language used by this man, has not 
experienced a revulsion of feeling and withdrawn the advo- 
cacy for his release. i 

*** Our society, moreover, would itself add its influence to 
this petition for his forgivness upon his promis not to repeat 
his crime. As long, however, as his utterances and publica- 
tions are too unspeakably vile to be printed, and he-declares 
his purpose of continuing his offense if ‘set free, we must 
earnestly demand that so infatuated an offender should serve 
out the entire term for which he was committed.’” 


Considering the statements made by this Boston 


branch of Comstock’s viee society, knowing that its 


influence with the president is greater than the in- 


fluenes of any Freethinker, sincerely desirous of 
ascertaining just what standard is to be used to 
measure literature, and being earnest also in asking 
for the remission of the penalty inflicted. upon Mr. 
Heywood, some of the friends of his friends hav 
prepared the subjoined petition, and ask the Lib- 
erals of the country to out it out, paste it upon 
proper-sized paper, get it signed, and return it to 
E. B. Foote, Jr., 120 Lexington avenue, New York 
city: E UR 

* PETITION FOR THE PARDON OF EZRA H. HEYWOOD. 

„ Wrernas, the New England Watch and Ward Society, 
formerly known by the name of the New England Society 
for the Suppression of Vice, is reported by the Boston 
Transcript, in its issue of April 11, 1891, to have expressed 
& willingness to add its influence for the release of Mr. Hey- 


in future involve him in further trouble; 
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wood, who is now serving a term of two years’ imprison- 
ment in Charleston prison, in the state of Massachusetts, 
provided he will promise not to further use, in the discus- 


sion of the sex problem, certain words or expressions alleged 
to be indecent, and 


* WueErgas, he might be disposed to use certain other 
words or,phrases sanctioned by Holy Writ, and which might 


** Now, we the undersigned, while not wishing by this ac- 
tion to be considered apologists for Mr. Hey wood in the use 
of the terms for which he has been condemned, hereby pledge 
ourselves that we will, in case he be restored to his afflicted 
family, through a pardon of the President of the United 
States, discountenance the employment by him of any words 
or phrases which may not be found in a book standard in all 
Christian families, entitled : 

THE 
HOLY BIBLE, 
OONTAINING THE 
OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS: 
TRANSLATED OUT OF 
THE ORIGINAL TONGUES; 
AND WITH 
"THE FoRMURR TRANSLATIONS DILIGENTLY COMPARED AND 
| _ Revise. 
NEW YORE: 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOOIETY, 
INSTITUTED IN THE YEAR MDOCOXVI; 


1890. 


“ And we, the signers of this petition, do hereby protest 


that it is a glaring inconsistency, a hollow mockery, and a 


gross outrage for those who hold to the language and teach- 
ings of the aforementioned book, to imprison editors and 
publishers for sending through the United States. mails 


papers and books which, in their most offensive expressions, 
are fully within the limits of decency, judged by the criterion 


established by said book, issued and freely mailed by the 
Bible Society, and upheld by the postmaster-general of the 


| department. 


3685 
THE 
HOLY BIBLE, 
: OONTAINING THE 
OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS: 
"TRANSLATED OUT OF 


THE ORIGINAL TONGUES; 
AND WITH 


Tae FonMER TRANSLATIONS DILIGENTLY COMPARED AND 


REVISED. 


NEW YORK: 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
INSTITUTED IN THE YEAR MDOOOXVI, 


Nearly three months ago we called the attention 
of Postmaster-General Wanamaker to this work, 
asking for a decision as to its mailability, under the 
ruling which closed the mailbags to that irrational 
book named Kruetzer Sonata.” We believe the work 
which we asked Mr. Wanamaker to consider to be more 
irrational than the other; and under his definition 
of unmailable matter we suspected that the work 
called the Holy Bible might be rejected by his 
Up to the present we hav received 
no decision—not even an acknowledgment of the 
receipt of the book. We therefore suggest that 
the first supposedly erotic publication which A. 
Comstock ‘considers be this work, which Mr. Wana- 
maker apparently will not read. If he can and will 
suppress that book—though it ought not to be sup- 
pressed—the people will giv him credit for sincerity 
in professions which they now sneer at as hypoorit- 


ical and blackmailing. 
— — — — 
In speaking of T. J. Morgan, the Socialist candidate for 
mayor, in the Chicago Jottings of April 11th, the types had 
it that he was ‘‘every inch amoral man.” The last word 


United States, and the other societies which take an antag- 
onistic attitude in opposition to the pardon of Mr. Heywood. 

„We therefore unite with the friends of the imprisoned 
editor in the petition for pardon on the conditions herein. 
before stated, in view of the fact that Mr. Heywood has 
already suffered imprisonment for more than eight months 
for the offense for which he has been incarcerated. Re. 
spectfully submitted to the president, the department of 


should hav read hero, says our correspondent, ** as a moral 
man’ usually passes for one who simply conforms to the 
established, while the ‘moral hero’ is the demolisher of 
moral conceptions of his time. Taking morals in the limited 
sense the expression, as it reads, is quite accurate, but I pre. 
fer to consider Mr. Morgan in a wider sense than that.” 


justice, and the postmaster-general for their impartial, con- 


siderate, and immediate action.” 


If the vice society which procured Mr. Heywood's 
imprisonment is now really desirous of repairing the 
„injustice done him, the members must feel satisfied 
with this petition and can hav no possible reason for 


refusing to signif. Mr. Heywood’s family is in great 
distress, some of them being ill, and he should be 
restored to them without delay. 


asked to them. 
— 9 ——————— 


Suppressing Eroticism. 


That is quite an interesting item which E. A. 
Stevens sends from Chieago about an attempt on the 
part of Anthony Comstock to suppress the sale in 
this city of all books of an erotic or “broad” charac- 
ter, such as translations of novels by Maupassant, 
Zola, Gautier, and others, and some by our own 
writers, like Edgar Saltus, Amelie Rives, and a half 
dozen other sensational writers for «cash. There 
is nothing so satisfactory as going a long way from 


home to hear entertaining news. 


The statement that some big publishing firms hay 
promised to cooperate with Anthony, that politicians 
will lend him countenance, and that wealthy mer- 
chants donate cash, suggests a thought. Has the 
big .publishing firm between Third and Fourth 
avenues, Astor place and Ninth street, volunteered 
to operate? Hav the clerical politicians ensconced 
in the building offered the loan of their counte- 
nances? Hav the wealthy people who belong to the 


firm put up any cash? Is Comstock ready to pro- 
ceed ? 


If the replies to these queries be favorable we 
desire to point out a book which offers a promising 
beginning. The output of the volume is large; it is 


sold, given away, and offered as premiums to relig. 
ious journals, in such numbers that we doubt if there 


is a man, woman, or child in the country who has 


not heard of it. It is found in railroad cars, hotels, 
on steamboats, and extracts from it are scattered 
from innumerable street corners. 

The book is published by the big firm between 
Fourth and Third avenues, Astor place and Ninth 
street, and the name of the firm is on the title-page 
of the book, at the bottom, as follows: 


We trust therefore 
that the Watch and Ward” Society will cooperate 
with the Liberals in procuring his pardon. Let the 
petitions be numerously signed at once, so that when 
President Harrison returns from his Johnsonian task 
of swinging around the circle his attention oan be 


Tuis is from the Chicago News: ‘The death of William 
Herndon, the law partner of Mr. Lincoln, will be some relief 
to Minister Lincoln,” was the remark of a well-known attor- 
ney of this city. When Herndon had written his life of 
Lincoln he sent a copy of it to Robert, who was at that time 
quite a young man. The latter looked it over and wrote 
Herndon, asking him what he would take for the entire edi- 
tion. Herndon replied that it was not for sale in that way. 
Young Lincoln then tried other means of buying up the 
work, but failed. He was of the opinion that while the 
author meant well there were things in the work which 
would not be of any special interest to the public and which 
were not becoming in the biography of a man like Abraham 
Lincoln. Young Lincoln, seeing that he could not buy up 
the edition, endeavored to get the author to issue another 
edition and eliminate therefrom the sections which were 
objectionable. Mr. Herndon refused to do this. As Mr. 
Lincoln was on the eve of his departure for the court of Bt. 
James a friend asked him if there was anything he could do 
for him after he had gone.. The new minister replied with a 
wink in one eye, ‘Yes, watch Herndon, and see that he 
writes no more biographies of my father.’ The book actu- 
ally haunted Robert Lincoln.“ The book ‘‘ haunts” our 
English minister probably because it reveals that his father 
was not a Christian, and he is. There is one thing that no 
Christian wants to hav the truth about get out, and that is 
the heresy of their relativs or of great men. . 


„ Wanted to know: If the Prohibitioniats were correctly repre- 
gented by one of the editorial writerg of the Voice when he told 
his German tongortal friend that the Prohibitionists did not want 
to stop the drinking of liquor, only its sale over saloon bare? 
How will they get liquor to drink if no one oan sell i$? Will each 
be his own distiller? Or shall the government make it? Or shall 
it be distilled as at present and hid away in dives, hollow trees, 
barber shops, drug stores, and other hypocritical places?'— New 
York Truth Seeker, April 10th. 

„The easiest way for Taz TRUTH SEEKER to find out 
what it wants to know is to read some Prohibition platform, 
or read some recognized authority on the subject. If it will 
find a platform in which Prohibitionists propose to exercise 
a censorship over a man’s diet, it can read the ‘writer’ re- 
ferred to out of the party without further notice. The per- 
sonal right of a man to drink milk swarming with bacilli if 
he wants to and the legal right of barter and sale in it are 
two different questions. How men will get liquor to drink 
under Prohibition doesn’t trouble us. That is their funeral. 
Society isn’t bound to establish public nuisances in order 
that they may gratify their private appetites.”— Voice, 

This whipping the devil around the stump does not an- 
swer the question at all. If the Prohibitionists do not sant 
to stop liquor drinking why try to stop the selling? If a 
man wants to buy milk with bacilli in it, knowing the facts 
in the case, why is his right to purchase not the same as his 
right to drink? It is the use which does the damage, not 
the act of purchase; and the position of the Voice reminds 
us of the attitude assumed by that other old woman, of 
poetic memory, in reply to a query of her daughter : 

* * Mother, may I go out to swim?’ 
* Oh yes, my darling daughter. 
Hang your clothes on a hickory limb, 
But don't go near the water.’” 

*t Bestow thy money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, 
for oxen or for sheep or for wine or for strong drink, or 
whatsoever thy soul desireth," whether it be milk filled with 
bacilli or beer loaded with a headache, would seem to be a 


biblical command, and the Prohibitionists are very pious. 
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Zetters frun Sriends. 


HAMBURG, IA., April 8, 1891. 
Mz. Enrrok: Attention, Liberals! W. S. Bell delivers 
three lectures in this city on May 1st, 2d, and -8d, and Chas. 
Watts on the 4th, 5th, and 6th. Come and enjoy the ban- 
quet of Liberalism. E. T. Dazszy. 


. NEW York, April 18, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: I can see nothing appropriate in any flower 
as a distinguishing badge to be worn by Freethinkers. Why 
not adopt the circle or the suggestiv triangle, inclosing a 
medallion of an emancipated man and woman with priest- 
craft and some of its toggery lying prone under their feet? 
L. d. Rzzp. 


their inaugurating radical reforms. 
goose ig sauce for the gander. 


world. Yours sincerely, 


SEEKER for about thirteen years. 


reason and common sense teach. 


Sr. Lovis, Mo., April 10, 1891. 
Mr. EprroR: I acknowledge receipt of the Pictorial 
Text-Book.” It is a grand work, and the strongest weapon 
against ourcommon enemy, the church. I wish it could be 
placed in the home of every truth and freedom loving family 
where the English language is spoken. Pictures are more. 
telling than words, and the effect is lasting, for seeing is 
believing.” The book is on my desk, and is viewed with 
interest by my friends of all shades of belief. The good re- 
sults will follow, for it will stir their brains to thinking, and 
Once moving in the right direction they will find the road to 

freedom and religious liberty. Gustav H. SonREL. 


What do you think of such lies as this ? 
Yours truly, a truth seeker, 


point. 


to St. Peters this week hopelessly insane. 
developed rapidly and now weighs twenty-two pounds. 


OBITUARY. 
Rooxrorp, ILL., April 8, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrok: When a good man or woman dies it is meet 
that some tribute be paid to their memory. Whipple Jilson 
departed this life March 24, 1891. He was a self-made map, 
Adversity seems only to hav drawn out and accentuated the 
strong points in his character. Truth, honesty, and industry 
were cardinal points in his créed, and his word was as good 
as his bond. When a young man he united himself with the 
Baptist church, but being a profound reasoner he finally 
evolved into one of the most Liberal of Liberals. 

His was a life of adversity, he being crippled in infancy, 
but he paved his way with an inexhaustible fund of wit and 
humor, and where many in his condition would hav been a 
public charge, by untiring industry he amassed a compe- 
tency. He wasa constant reader of TRE TRUTH SEEKER, and 
‘not Only read it himself, but took pains to distribute it among 
his friends. He had been a resident of Rockford, Ill., for 
many years, where he was widely known and respected. 
He was stricken down with the grip and lived but one week. 
He was seventy-two years of age. He leaves a wife, son, 
and daughter to mourn their loss. 


A FRIEND AND NEIGHBOR. 


usually does at the age of one year. 


devilin her house as the Bible. Growing angr 


said dramatically, ** I will send a devil to you.” 


Mr. EDITOR: 


would like to look it over. 
THIS OUGHT TO BRING HOLY JOHN TO TIME. 


Uncle Sam, as we all know 
Throughout this mighty nation, 
Carries letters to and fro 
For our accommodation. 
He carries books and papers too— 
Too many things to mention 
According to direction true 
Can go with good attention. 


Bad men thought in this they saw 
A way to bring them cash, sir; 
Bad books were sent (ag’in the law) 
'Fhat youths might read such trash, sir. 
Uncle Sam’l vowed that he 
Could never hav such doin’; 
"T was so very plain to see 
*T would bring us all to ruin. 


Uncle Sam, who said he'd take 
Some way to fix things right, sir, 
*Pinted Mr. Wanamake - 
To hold such fellows tight, sir, 
J. said he was bound to act 
. Whenever called upon, sir. 
Never till then would he crack 
The head of anyone, sir. 


Never would he hunt the game 
Or look for any sinner, 

But when caught he'd take the same 
And serve it up for dinner. 

He must take a book when sent 
And see if it should go, sir, 

Through the mails with good intent, 
And answer Yes, or No, sir. 


One Macdonald sent a book 
(Mac was in doubtful mood, sir), 
' Asked J. if he'd in it look, 
And say if it was good, sir. 
* Holy Bible" it was called, 
Books both Oid ” and '« New," sir; 
Mentioned several verses bald : 
To learn how them he'd view, sir. 


Though he asked him o'er and o'er, : 
No word from J. it brought, sir; 
Never would J. answer more, S 
He feared that he was caught, sir. 
Why this fear and why not tell, 
To make his actions plain, gir? 
Mac was called an Infidel; 
*Twould bring to J. no gain, gir. 


Christian had Macdonald been 
He'd got a ready answer; 

But, as may be clearly seen, 

* Truth seekers ? seldom can, sir. 

Now, Macdonald, keep it up, 
Don’t let the bigot fool you; 

‘Tis for him a bitter cup; I 
He'd like the church to rule you. 


tt Seventy-six ? is still alive, 
True men will swell the chorus, 
Bigotry must never thrive 
While Freedom’s flag is o'er us. 
Yes, TRUTH SEEKER, keep it up; 
With bigots you are handy. 
Make him drink his nasty sup, 


PaisTED Post, N. Y., April 6, 1891. 

Mn. Epirok: I see it is time for me to renew my subscrip- 
tion to your valuable paper. I hav taken it for a number of 
years, and it would be very hard for me to do without it. 
This little village of about one thousand population has a 
larger percentage of religious people than any other place I 
know of. As Iam the only outspoken Freethinker, I could 
not get you another subscriber. We hav three churches 
here—Presbyterian, Baptist, and Methodist. I hav counted 
the people that attend them as they left the churches, and 
there was an average of three women to one man. I am now. 
seventy-three years old, and hav always labored hard since 
I was twelve years old. I read from two to two and a half 
hours every evening before retiring. My reading is princi- 
pally history and scientific works. The best history to me 
is Gibbon’s ‘‘ Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.” I 
hav read it through six times within the last thirty-three 
years. About forty-five years ago, I joined the Meth- 
odist church, and commenced reading the Bible, and the 
more I read the less I believed. After about ten years, in 
building a new church there was so much rascality ,Der- 
formed that I became disgusted and withdrew. 

Please find inclosed $6 for Tax TRUTH SEEKER, and 
‘*Freethinkers’ Text-Book," cloth; balance for '* Candle 
from Under the Bushel.” . 

Please accept my best respecta. B. C. Woop. 

Sours Amsoy,; N. J., April 6, 1891. 

Mr. EDITOR : Tux TRUTA BEEKER is always a welcome vis- 
itor to my home, and every article that appears in its col- | 
umns is givena careful perusal. I shall continue to take it as 
long as I can afford it, and I trust I may always be able to 
do so until the ship wrecks on the journey of life, and then 
I suppose the great Christian Whangdoodle will appease 
bis wrath by roasting me in hell forever. 

I notice a number of friends are advocating the formation 
of secret beneficial societies, and as I hav been a member of 
two for a number of years, I strongly indorse them. Mrs. 
Slenker opposes such a project, but she is not aware of the 
fact what an immense good those orders are doing to alleviate 
the sufferings of mankind. We do not know how soon we 
. may meet with adversities, and those orders never see a 

member wanting. All benevolent orders are more or less 
Theistic and their superstitious rites are no doubt objection- 
able to every Atheist and Agnostic. When I joined those 
orders I wasa Deist and my belief was perfectly in accord 
with the requirements of those orders, but since my evolu- 
tion into Atheism I must frankly say I am liable to be ex 
pelled at any time, if an: member sees fit to prefer charges 
against me. E 

There is no crime in secresy as long as it is for the protec. 
tion of a craft or the advancement of mankind, but if socie- 
ties meet in secret to plan the destruction of life and prop- 
erty, then I am strongly opposed to them. 


CaTHLAMET, WASB., March 27, 291. 


| again to suit the consciences of the clericals. For centuries 
the Catholics of Brazil hav trampled upon the rights and vi- 
olated the consciences of non-Catholics, and now that radi- 
cal Freethinkers are at the head of the provisional govern- 
ment, the archbishop of Bohia makes a lot of fuss about 
What is sauce for the 


Mr. Editor, I hope you may continue to let your ‘light 
shine by spreading the gospel of Atheism throughout the 
Ava. Bran. 


ASH FLAT, ARK., March 6, 1891. 
MR. Eprrog: I hav been a subscriber for TRR TRUTH 
I am well pleased with its 
contents. There are very few outspoken Freethinkers in this 
country. So I am almost alone to contend for the truth as 


I herein send you a piece clipped from our county paper. 


W. H. ROBERTS. 


News from Howard lake, Minn., says that all Wright 
county is excited over a phenomenal birth, which occurred 
four months ago at Boone Bridge, four miles south of this 
The animal is described by those who hav seen it 
asa devil. Its body is covered with hair a couple of inches 
long. It has horns, a tail, and a foot which is a cross between 
that of a man and a dog. Its mother is Mrs. Sarah A. Morris, 
a woman of English parentage, and of the best connections, 
She became violent on sight of the monstrosity, and was sent 
The devil-child 


already shows a greater degree of intelligence than a child 
Members of the Morris 
family explain the phenomenon from an accident that oc. 
curred about two months before the birth. A peddler of 
Bibles came to the house, and Mrs. Morris attempted to drive 
him away with the remark that she would as soon see the 


at the re- 
mark the book agent raised his arms as if to strike her, and 


April 9; 1891. 
Having struck a serio-comic vein and 
worked the lead a little I inclose results to you for assay. 
Should you find it worth a place in Tus TRuTE SRRRRR cab 
inet and feel disposed to place it there, perhaps your friends 
A little nonsense,” etc. W. 


Says Yankee Doodle Dandy. f W. 


Mz. Epiror: ‘Having left the sage-clad ranges of Wyoó. 
ming, above the clouds and now five to ten feet under the 


snow, I find myself to-day in the most northern and western 
I see the new constitution of Brazil has been amended state of the Union, the state famous for its Liberal and rus. 


tling population Washington ; on the banks of that Hud- 
‘son of' the West, the wide, deep, far-reaching Columbia; in 
the city destined to become the metropolis and chief seaport 
of southern Washington, Cathlamet. . 

Eastern Liberals, think of this. Here along the Columbia 
on the Washington side Freethought is in the majority, and 
from what I can learn of other parta of Washington a large 
percentage of the population are of the Liberal stamp. No- 
where in America to-day does the hustler hustle to more 
effect than in the young state of Washington. 

Why is this? I answer: 

1. Because the Liberal man works, thinks, and plans for 
this world—the betterment of himself and the place wherein 
he livs. 

2. Washington has the best harbors, the finest timber, the 
richest soil, the most desirable and agreeable eee in the 
world. 

8. Floods or famins will never visit her towns or ranches. 
God will never send his cyclones here to rend his house of 
prayer, and Christians never will hav occasion to ask him to 
furnish them a greater abundance of rain. 

The forests of thousands of years hav lived and died upon 
these ranges. Their remains constitute the rich, damp, 
deep soil beneath our feet. Still the forest’s latest genera. 
tion of trees flourish. Their massiv trunks tower skyward 
straight 9s arrows for two hundred feet. He who wants a 
farm of virgin soil must, wherever he may be in western 
Washington, clear these wooden giants from the land, then 
he can plant seed and harvest the biggest crop on earth 
without a prayer. 

Eve must hav eaten the kind of apples that Liberals grow 
in Washington. Washington apples contain no worms. 

Perhaps one reason why Christians get lukewarm in Wash- 
ington is because in this land of plenty they ¢ can find nothing 
to pray for. , 

At present the town of Cathlamet, Wash., has no church 
and no minister. She has a live newspaper edited by a Lib- 
eral rustler, also a truth seeker” lawyer with a lively 
**tum-tum," and it has been said he never told a lie.” 
Cathlamet, I am sorry to say, contains one ruin; it is a sad, 
sad sight to see; it is not a church or a saloon, but it is the 
Wahkiakum county jail. 

The map in Harper’s School Geography represents a rail- 
road down the north bank of the Columbia. This railroad 
has not yet been built. If the Cathlamet people knew how 
to pray so as to remove mountains they would hav this rail- 
road before the month is over. But in spite of prayer, with 
their own wild Western energy they will remove mountains 
of timber and the iron steed will race erelong ‘against the 
swift boats of the Columbia, while at Cathlamebs dock 
Northwestern products will be transferred from land to 
ocean, onward to the markets of the world. 

Oa the horizon of Washington’s future there are no flies. 

Lands of sage-brush may parch and inland prairies under 
cloudless skies may.cry in vain for water, but the moss upon 
the Northwest spruce will be forever damp and green, and 
crystal springs will gush from out the rock-ribbed everlast- 
ing hills of Washington. PR. BOYNTON. 


Hanovezrron, O., April 12, 291. 

Mr. Evrror: After reading Dr. Conger’s article in your 
issue of April 11th, I feel impelled to scratch down a few 
words in reply, in a perfectly friendly spirit. 

The claim that modern Spiritualism came teaching and 
healing the sick, and that its teachings hav been superior 
teachings, is as old as the oldest fraudulent faith in exist- 
ence, and has no bearing upon the question of its truth- 
fulness. f 

Will the doctor be kind enough to mention the important 
subjects of interest to humanity which the lessons of Spirit. 
ualism hav made clear? 

If scientists and philosophers hav failed to explain the 
manifestations of Spiritualism, is it not fair to assume that 
they hav not been explained, but merely insisted upon as 
true without any reason to justify the claim ? 

The doctor appears to think that a scientist, skeptic, or 
clergyman who can be induced to believe in Spiritualism is 
| therefore honorable, while one who cannot be so induced is 
a scoffer, persecutor, and hypocrit. 

If demonstration has really been the converting cause in a 
majority of the million cases in America, why does the doc- 
tor lament the absence from the ranks of most of the scien- 


if his estimate be correct, does it not suggest the suspicion 
that the best of judgment rejects it, and that the possessors 
of this judgment differ with the doctor in regard to the 
demonstration being as plain as that of life? 

If there is as much fraud in Spiritualism as there is in 
church, state, business, or Liberal press, that is sufficient. 
We do not ask for more. It is the claim of Spiritualism 
that it is the truth, and, as the doctor says, begs for an 
opportunity to demonstrate its claims, and yet when a man 
with the critical acumen to detect fraud, and who will sub- 
mit to no conditions favorable to its employment, starts out 
in search of a spirit, do not the professional custodians of 
the dear departed prefer to go it blind, or rather to not go 
it at all rather than face the probability of exposure? 

We fear the doctor has overestimated the importance of 
the truth of Spiritualism, even if it were demonstrated to be 
such. The truth is, that how they shall manage to liv now 
is of much more importance to the: majority of men than 
whether they shall liv hereafter. 

In regard to the enemies which Spiritualism has met and 
still survived, cannot Christianity discount it a hundred to 
one, and will the doctor, therefore, admit its truthfulness? 

The doctor proposes to substantiate Spiritualism by the 
same kind of evidence used in business, government, and 
law courts. This will not do. Evidence produces’ belief 
only, which may be correct or incorrect. But when you 


tists, philosophers, Liberal journals, and public men? And 
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desire knowledge, nothing short of demonstration will giv 
the desired result. Now, if the doctor can demonstrate 
with the same clearness that spirits do communicate with 
men as I can that dynamite will explode, then I will know 
that it is a truth and can make it clear to all men. The fact 
that it is denied by men who hav shown a willingness to 
investigate is the strongest kind of evidence that it is a 
faith and probably not a fact. 

We desire to suggest fo the doctor that when he communi- 
cates with the next spirit, whom he recognizes and hears 
talk and sing and sees manifest many attributes of human- 


ity, he feel its pulse and place a thermometer under its 


tongue, and then report its temperature and the number of 
pulsations per minute, and then Jet us know if it disappeared 
in full view of its friends. Why should spirits who can talk 
use a telegraph, and why must these communications always 
be through a medium who receives money for conducting 
the séance? As regards cozditions precluding the possibil- 
ity of fraud or deception, that depends upon who is to be 
deceived. I 

The doctor does not think there is any excuse for an intel. 
ligent man in our Eastern cities denying the so-called truths 
of Spiritualism, and yet he admits that, with a few excep- 
tions, the scientists, philosophers, skeptics, and even the 
clergy do so. We feel positiv the doctor has made a mistake 
in accusing. men like Ingersoll, Washburne, and Macdonald 
of insincerity and a disposition to ignore anything in the 
shape of a fact. The reason these men do not become Spir- 
itualists is that nature and education hav produced in them 
the conditions precluding at least the probability of fraud 
and deception being successfully employed in their cases. 

As a prophet the doctor has not secured our confidence, 
and his statement that the spirit world will soon be heard 
and felt we take with the same amount of salt as we do 
Bible prophecy. 

The doctor’s concluding. statement that Spiritualism is a 
fixed fact as much as sunshine or electricity, as well proved 
as any science, and of more value than all the discoveries of 
the last forty years, refers only to mediums, who, like 
preachers, make à living out of the delusion which they 
practice and advocate. W. H. KisTNER. : 

: Hanrzs, N. V., April 12, 1891. 
Mr. Eprron: This being the third time I hav written to 
you, it may be appropriate for me to tell you and my Liberal 
_friends a little of this place, and something about the people 
with whom I hav lived for the last two years. This place, 
Hankins, derived its name from an old family who settled 
here some years ago. They owned a tract of land of about 
one thousand acres. The old homestead is still inhabited 
by some of that family. The village has about one hundred 
inhabitants. It is situated on the New York, Lake Erie, & 
Western railroad, in the valley of the beautiful Delaware 
river, which flows along on its winding course on its way to 
the Atlantic. Lumbering, in days gone by, was a great 
source of income to this locality. .I hav heard people say 
that they hav seen one hundred or more rafts glide along on 
this beautiful river daily. Now you will not see one hun- 
dred in a season. Our income now depends upon the farms 
and bluestone quarries. Our stone shipments are from five 
to six hundred car-loads per year. Our milk shipments 
“from here to your city average about seventy-five cans 
daily. We. hav one hotel, two saloons, four general stores, 
and no manufacturing (a good place for a mechanic). The 
. people here are the average industrious kind, mostly slaves 
to the church, of different denominations, though principally 
Catholics.: We hav no church inside our village, but we 
hav plenty within ‘an hour's drive, but we contrive to hav 
mass, or meeting, about every Sunday. Just think what a 
cheek the Christians hav when they come to lay out a dio 
cese, or section, and send their priests and preachers out 
amongst us unasked for, and they hav the cheek to say after 
a time, Your dues to the church are so and so.” What are 
they but pious thieves? I had a certain lady ask me for $1 
forthe preacher. I answered, ‘‘ Mrs. ——, that is against my 
principle." ‘ What!” said she, do you not think it is 
necessary to hav a church?“ I answered, No, ma'am.“ 
Then she said, *& You must be something like that, that“ 
I interrupted, saying, Ingersoll!“ ‘‘ Yes," she said. „I an- 
swered saying, that '' I try to follow that gentleman as 
near as it is in my power. She answered saying, This 
is the first time I ever heard anyone express themselvs 


in that way.” I hav also been asked to contribute to foreign 


missions. My answer was, No, that I attended to home 
missions” first. And my punishment for all the above is that 
. the people hav elected me justice of the peace of this town. 
I write the above principally for the benefit of your 
younger readers like myself, who hav, or are about to, start 
in life for themselvs. I say to them, never be afraid of your 
colors; be honest; say what you mean, and do what you 
promis as near as possible; try and never promis more than 
you think you can fulfill; try and let beer and liquors de- 
vour themselvs, and keep out of such company, and you 
will sail through life with ease. Ina word, be a gentleman 
or lady. Respectfully, W.S GALLOWAY.. 


La Loera STNALOA, Mexico, March 15, . W 291. 

Mr. Eprroz : I left Lincoln county, Kan., last November, 
for this place. I hav delayed writing to the TRUTH SRRKRR 
family in order that I might write from personal observation. 
Many friends of progress and reform requested me to giv 
my verdict of this country through your paper, and here it 
is. A perfect climate; the richest soil I ever saw; ‘more 
game to the square mila than I ever saw before, such as 
geese, ducks, turkeys, quails, rabbits, deer, hogs, and some 
_ I hav not learned the name of. The colonists gather duck 
eggs on the little islands in Topolobampo bay during the 
month of January by the wagon-load, and with the four- 


Some put in horses, some leather for harness. 


‘right here than I ever saw before among so many. 


hundred. foot seine they catch fish by the ton. One need not: 
toil all night here and not catch a fish. Turtles as large as 
a dining-room table are here, and if anyone is too lazy to go 
out and catch one he can buy a three or four hundred pound 
one for fifty cents from an Indian almost any time. I hav 
seen hundreds of orange trees, and I hav yet to see one but 
that was loaded down with fruit. We buy them here for 
$5 a thousand and the nicest I ever ate, and I tell you, if 
you never ate a Sinaloa orange you want to try them, for 
they are the finest in the world. I went in swimming about 
three times a week in January. 

The Frureta river is a clear mountain stream of soft water 
twenty rods wide and three or four feet deep in low time. I 
landed on the bank of this stream on December 22d, opposit 
La Logia, and while fording. the stream with our two hun- 
dred and ten horses and forty-three cows I heard the steam 
whistle at the saw and grist mill, the first I had heard since 
I left Guyamas, where our party divided, a part going by 
boat and the rest by land. We got over all right and turned 
our stock into the colony’s pasture of two or three hundred. 
acres fenced with Gliden wire, and for the first time I saw & 
banana grove, and I do not believe even God could see a 
fellow there, but it would be a splendid place for him to 
take a walk in the heat of the day. The farm here, I am 
told, is three hundred acres. Corn was in roasting ears, to- 
matoes ripe, and the finest sweet potatoes I ever saw. I 
went into the strawberry patch. I found two or three half 
ripe. We had the first ripe one on January 8th.. Now they 
are rotting on the ground. 'We planted seven acres of Irish 
potatoes in January—no, the last day of December. They 
do well here. In fact, everything does well here that has a 
fair chance. The great trouble is water. They irrigate 
with a Colorado pump. The Mexicans irrigate with a high 
water ditch. That sometimes plays out. We are now cut- 


‘ting a low water ditch. It will cost $100,000. It will be 


finished in July. 

This ditch is cut by men coóperating and not money. 
The people 
at La Logia send us up vegetables. I am developing my 
lungs driving bulls on a big plow, and when the ditch is 
done I may use them to uproot damnationism. There are 
only two or three cremationists here and a few Spiritualists. 
Some of the Spiritualists tell me they know a medium who 
will let one write out three or four questions, seal them up, 
put the letter in his trunk or hide it, and she will answer all 
correctly. I hav prepared my questions and promised $100 
for the ditch fund when they are answered. 

But one thing I want to say to the friends of Freothought 
is that here among the five hundred Freethinkers, all unbe- 
lievers except two or three, I hav found the most intelli- 
gence, the most brotherly and sisterly regard for each other, 
and the purest morality. Everybody seems to put all con- 
fidence in everybody else. There are no locks or bolts. A 
hundred men go to work on the ditch at the ring of the bell. 
They are strung out for over a mile, and no boss; each feels 
in duty bound to do his best. We hav loud discussions at 
times and fight some mighty battles, but ideas are the shot 
and shell and love the projecting or hurling power. And 
again I will say, there are more books of brain and thought 
There is 
8 house full at the bay, another house full at La Logia, and 
nearly every man has a trunk or valise full and some both. 
And I believe our head men are as pure in mind as Confu- 
cius or the Grecian Stoics. 

Also, Mexico is away ahead of the United States in some 
things. Here there is à more complete separation of church 
and state. Church property has been confiscated here. 
The little the church does hav is taxed. Such a thing ag a 
convent is not known. And the clerical scamps are forbid- 
den to wear their holy gowns on the streets. Neither are 
they allowed to marry anybody. The priest is a mighty 
little fellow whom the Indian has but little respect for. 
The stores are all open here on Sunday and everyone does 
as he likes. This is a very Liberal government and a very 
rich country. 

I.will only mention one little thing. Mescal is the Mexi- 
cang’ drunk medicin. It is distilled from the maguey plant, 
which grows without irrigation or cultivation. It makes an 
excellent alcohol, which sells hére for a dollar a gallon. The 
leaf that is wasted here would make more rope and binding 
twine than would supply the world. I will send you a 
specimen of the fiber. Thousands of tons of this fiber go 
to waste annually. 

There i8 no sickness here of any kind. 

I inquired at the post-office if any TRUTH BrzkrR came 
here, and was told No. I want you to send me THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, also another one of those picture books. 

If any Freethinker wants to know about this country, I 
will answer any questions I can. through your paper, if al- 
lowed, but will not otherwise on account of my correspond- 
ence being large already. 

It grieved me to hear of the death of some of our old 
warhorses. Love to all the brethren at Corinth, Laodicea, 


and Mesopotamia, and Tipton, and from beyond Jordan. 


A, BUTTERFIELD. 


Kansas Orry, Mo., Apri! 6, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrog: A few days ago I bought two copies of. Tak 
TRUTH BzEKER at a news-stand ; I read them; they pleased 
me--echoed my sentimente—and yesterday I sent $3 to pay 
for fifty-two numbers, at the end of which time I shall expect 
to renew and hav some of my friends join me also. 

You are seeking for the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth; what more worthy object could be sought 
after ? Every civilized human being should join you in the 


search until bigotry, hypocrisy, priesthood, and fanatical 


superstition hav been brought to light and id the power of 
truth crushed ne'er to rise again. 


The letter of Thomas Burk in the March 28th number, 
respecting Spiritualism, interested me, and perhaps a few 
words of my experience in that field may interest some. 

When I grew into manhood I was à member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church, and believed I had found the truth 
and it had made me free. As years grew on apace and ‘the 
mind began to assert itself, reason overthrew the doctrin of 
‘vicarious atonement,” and I concluded not to enter heaven 
through the blood of an innocent man, but that ifto heaven 
I must go, it should be'on my.own merits. 

Cast out thus on the ‘sea of uncertainty and doubt, and 
looking for a place to anchor, I was.charmed with the beauti- 
ful illusions of Spiritualism; I embraced ; I became a Spirit- 
ualist. Why had I not heard of this before? It was that 
for which I sought and longed because I found it naught. 

Ido not desire to speak slightingly of a subject which 
seems to offer the only rational solution of the mystery of 
after-life, but Spiritualism has been brought into such.a ri- 
diculous use by so many self-styled mediums that one almost 
loses respect for even the most sacred parts of its creed. 

How absurd to think that simply because the spirit is re- 
leased from this earthly form, it can come back, dodge into 
the cellar, and under the old apple-barrel discover hidden 
treasure; look inside a letter, commit to memory its contents, 
and then repeat it through ignorant individuals styling them- 
selvs mediums; go down into the ground and discover ores ; 
look into the future and tell whether Tim: McCarty will love 
and marry Bridget Finnigan; tramp around through the mud 
and tell where Mrs. Sampson lost her ring, and a thousand 
and one things which people believe disembodied spirits can 
do. Is it any wonder, then, that Spiritualists themselvs be- 
come disgusted at the very word ? 

"Then, again, who of us in pursuing an honest investiga- 
tion after the truth in Spiritualism, has not found more fraud 
than truth? And again, who has not found some things in 
connection therewith that were passing strange, which they 
could not explain? -The answer is, none. 

My investigation, so far, made in the spirit of doubt always, 
has demonstrated to me that: 

There is a power that can come in communication with 
our minds and produce results we could not otherwise obtain, 
which power seems not to be from within us. 

A person may be mesmerized by the spirit or essence of an 
inanimate person or body, and talk, act, imitate the voice 
and manner, and take on the individuality of such been as 
when living. 

Questions relativ to the death, or as to the time or place 
of any event in the questioner’s life, may be answered cor- 
rectly if such questioner will keep'the mind on the subject 
inquired about. 

Valuable advice in reference to business matters may be 
satisfactorily given. 

The change we call death does not make a bad spirit a 
good one, but an evil-minded spirit before death or dissolu- 
tion -will afterward - return as deceptiv and evil-minded as 
ever. 

All’ ideas of time, ‘heads, and amounts seem to them 
vague and indefinit.. ` 

At times I am controled by this power myself, and while I 

am unable to giv any idea as to whence it originates, yet 
I know I am conscious of all around me, and that what I am 
writing or saying at the time is not thought or evolved from 
my own brain, as I am.making no mental effort and person- 
ally know nothing of the subject. That I can and do often 
get advice on business matters by this power, and that I am 
successful in business, I boldly affirm. 
` I would not use this power for the purpose of gratifying 
the curiosity of the credulous, or making money from the 
superstitious, but I am honest in my endeavor to under- 
stand from whence it comes. I bav asked these so-called 
‘spirits about Christ, God, and their spiritual life, and they 
answer: We hav not seen Christ; we know nothing more 
of him than you; we hav not seen God; we are no nearer 
him than you; we seem to be no nearer the solution of the 
great problem of life, existence, than when on earth. Su- 
perstition and ignorance prevail here as on earth, and many 
are pursuing the same line of thought; as regards the future, 
we are told of a higher life which comes to those who work 
out their salvation; we are controled by laws above which 
we cannot rise, as when on earth; our plan of work is love ; 
many of us cannot come. back to you; those who hav gone 
before a great while are not here; they hav passed up 
higher. " 

While they all giv the same general answers, yet some ex- 
press it in different manner, showing always the same char- 
‘acteristic tendencies of the individual when here. 

I hav written this much not as a believer in the phenom: 
ena as being from or caused by disembodied spirits, not as 
a disbeliever of spiritual manifestations, but as an earnest 
investigator, a seeker after truth, hoping that what I may 
do may start the bright minds of the readers of THe TRUTH 
SzgkER to think, to act, and gather in the experiences of 
others, so that we may learn what there is in it. 

I am willing to offer my services free for what they may 
be worth in the hands of honest investigators, either to 
make Spiritualism odious if untrue, or noble and exalted if 
it is the truth. 

"To that end I will endeavor to answer such questions as 
are sent me in honest inquiry after truth, and not pertaining 
to charlatanism or individualities, by submitting them to 
the power of so-called spirits, and if they cannot fight their 
own battle Jet them suffer defeat and be forever silent; we 
shall then know that in them there is not truth; if they can 
by their answers demonstrate to a reasoning and logical 
mind that Spiritualism is a fact, they will enjoy the reward 
of truth. 

Shall we put them to the test ? 


Yours for the truth, ALLEN C. WE&D. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Matted by Mus Busan H. Wrxom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom ail Communications for 
this Oorner should be sent. Ti 


„Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” > 


& 


Boyish Visions. 


Joan P. GUILD. 


In tho splendor of the sunset, mantling western 
skies with gold, 

Purpling hills and gilding treetops, spreading 
glories tongue ne’er told, i 
flaw I once through childish fancy all of heaven’s 

scenes unrolled, 
But, alas! my mature vision sees but clouds and 
hills and wold. 


In ihe soughing of the south wind, in the waves 
among the weirs, 

In the dashing of the cascade, scattering 
legs orysta\ tears, 

Heard I through my boyish fancy voices whisper- 
ing hopes and fears, 

But they now are nature’s noises, and they grate 
upon my ears. : 


In the flashing of the lightning saw I God’s abode 
of light, 

In the rolling of the thunders heard I stories of 
his might, 

And my boyish heart would feel him close beside 
my bed at night, 

But they now are nature's forces, if my reason 
speaks aright. 


Oh, the foolish dreams of boyhood! Oh, the 
wisdom of the man ! 

Yet I often think the children understand what 
man ne'er can : 

About heaven and unseen voices, God and all the 
foolish clan, : S ` 

And I wish for just a moment that the child 
would teach the man. 


oount · 


—Yankee Blade. 
— — — — 


Lotteries. - 


The word lottery” is fast becoming sy- 
nonymous with humbug ;” for such experi- 
ence has proved it tobe. It holds a place 
among our most ruinous dissipations, and has 
proved a curse to itg dupes. Recollect that 


thousands of the youth, the older people, the |. 


impoverished households, are robbed by:the 
lottery gambling habit—victims of the well- 
cast lines baited with visions of gold that 
never materialize! Not only robbed: of 
money, but of their business ideas and their 
morality—their self-respect. It is far more 
satisfactory to engage in some steady, honest 
business occupation. Is there not more cer- 
tainty of success in doing this? Bear in mind 
that the expensiv lottery ticket brings success 
only by chance, while on the other hand 
good, steady business habits bring a sure re- 
ward. Some lotteries bring no success what- 
ever—not even by chance. It is certain that 
a number, and probably all, use fraudulent 
methods, and when you invest in a ticket, 
the money is simply squandered, thrown 
away. 

Even in some of the most satisfactorily con- 
ducted lotteries not over half of the money 
entrusted them is awarded. The largest part 
is coolly pocketed by the company. In other 
words, the public, for every dollar invested, 
receives in return but half a dollar at the 
most. In spite of this there are many people 
professing respectability who constantly 
patronize these thieving institutions. 

GEORGE J. REMSBURG. 
~~ + 
Mustache, a Military Dog. 


If the deeds of brave men find their record 
in print, may not a corner now and then be 
given to brave doings of our four-footed 
friends, the dogs? Probably no dog has ever 
rendered such good service as the celebrated 
poodle whose name stands at the head of 
this short notice. French by birth, he fol- 
lowed the fortunes of the French army 
through most of the consulate wars, winning 
special honors at Marengo. At the battle of 
Austerlitz he rescued the regimental standard 
from an Austrian soldier, when in the act of 
snatching it from the hand of its mortally 
wounded bearer. The plucky poodle drove 
off the assailant, and then, seizing the tat- 


tered colors in his teeth, dragged them trinm. | . 


phantly back to his own company, There is 
nothing said as to his personal appearance 
and bearing, or whether he was a large ora 
small, a black or a white poodle; but for his 
brave conduct, as above recorded, he was 
decorated on the field of Austerlitz by one of 
the French officers. 


The Glass of Water Under the Hat. 

An innocent trick, which may afford some 
amusement at an indoor party of young peo- 
ple, is as follows: i 

Place a glass of water upon the table, put a 
hat over it, and offer to lay a wager with any 
of the company that you will empty the glass 
without lifting the hat. When your propo- 
sition is accepted, desire the company not to 
touch the hat, and then get under the table and 
commence making a sucking noise, smack- 
ing your lips at intervals, as though you were 
swallowing the water with infinit satisfac- 
tion to yourself. After a minute or two come 
from under the table, and address the person 
who took your wager with, Now, sir.” His 
curiosity being of course excited, he will lift 
up the hat in order to see whether you hav 
really performed what you promised, and the 
instant he does so take up the glass, and after 
having swallowed its contents, say, You 


hav lost, sir, for you see I hav drunk the 


water without raising the hat.” 


Correspondence. © 
Heney, S. D., March 81, 1891. 
Dzar Miss Wixos: I thought I would 


write you a few lines. I go to school and study 
physiology, reading, spelling, arithmetic, and 
grammar. My teacher's name is Miss Mc- 
Carl. My father takes Tae TRUTH BERKER. 
This morning I took a Teura HzzxzE and 
read some stories. I like the Children’s Cor- 
ner. I will be ten years old November 1st. 
A man gave me one of your books, Apples 
of Gold." Inhav a little brother named Rob- 
ert Ingersoll Short. It snowed three or four 
times to-day. Your friend, 
MaAv» Snokr. 


Praw Orry, Ia., March 81, 1891. 
Dzar Miss Wixon : This is the first time I 
hay ever written to the Children’s Corner. Pa 
has taken Tux TRUTH SEEKER for about four- 
teen years. I like the Corner and the chil- 
dren’s letters. Iam thirteen years old. I go 
toschool. I read in the Fifth Reader. I study 
arithmetic, geography, grammar, physiology, 
history, spelling, writing. We liv in the 
country. Our school is not faraway. Ihav 
three brothers and one sister. Our school 
will be out the 27th of this month. Our 
teacher’s name is Daisy Turner. We hav 
been having a great deal of snow here this 
winter. I must stop for this time, and I will 
write some time again to the Corner. Iremain, 

Your friend, Neu E. WirsoN. 


PurADpELPHIA, March 18, 1891. 
Miss Susan Wixon, Dear Madam: I hav 
now arrived at an age (fourteen years) when 
I believe it to be my duty to engage activly 
in the cause of Liberalism. My father 
takes Tux TRUTH BEEKER, and I am always 
delighted to read it, especially the Children's 
Corner, from which I learn that many of your 
correspondents are girls about my own age. 
It is from this fact that I now take courage 
to address you, to let you know that there is 
one more Liberal girl who has one Liberal 
sister and four Liberal brothers, none of 
whom hav ever been Sunday-school gcholars. 
The most of my time is devoted to music, 
and we hav our Sunday concerts at home, to 
the enjoyment of many friends who visit us. 
I will now close, with many wishes for your 
prosperity. Yours respectfully, 
Bzssrg SCRATT RR. 

[Welcome, Bessie, and may you never re- 
gret joining our band in the Children’s Cor- 
ner.— E. C. C.] ne 


Hanovzerron, O., March 22, 1891. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: As I am a stranger to 
the Corner, and thinking that perhaps you 
had room for one more little girl, I ask per- 
mission to enter and become acquainted. 
I was nine years old the 29th of January, so 
you see I can celebrate my birthday and 
Paine’s at the same time. Pa takes TRE 
Teura Szexer. I like to read the Children’s 
Corner and also like to look at the pictures. 
I hav two brothers; the older one is seven 
years old and the younger is five. They like 
to look at the pictures. My older brother and 
I go to school. I study reading, spelling, 

ting, arithmetic, geography, physiolo, 
language, and drawing. I read in the Third 
and Fourth Readers. My teacher's name ig 
Miss Minnie Ray: School will be out the 
last of April. e are not to hay any sum- 
mer school. Archie and I do not go until the 
religious exercises are over. I like to go to 
school. I hav not missed a day of school 
this term. Ihav forty-six headmarks. There 
are eleven in my class. Archie reads in the 
First and Second Readers. I hava Maltese 
cat. Its name is John. I hav “The Story 
Hour.” I like it very much. As this is my 

first letter I will close. 

Your Freethinker friend, 

: Anz KiNTNER. 
[Welcome to the Corner, Aliee.—Ep. C. C.] 


AUSTINVILLE, Pa., March 22, 1891. 

Dan Miss Wixon: As I hav never writ. 
ten to the Children’s Corner I thought I 
would let you hear from me. My father has 
taken Tug TRUTH BERKER about eight years. 
Ilike to read the letters from the boys and 
girls very much. I am twelve years old. I 

: go to school and study the following: Read- 
, arithmetic, spelling, history, physiology, 


| we tap is this: We bore a hole in the tree 


eography, intellectual arithmetic, and writ- 
fa, My father keeps bees—he has about 
seventy colonies. There are three kinds of 
bees in a hive—the queen, drone, and worker. 
The worker does all the work—gathers the 
honey and builds the-comb of wax from its 


own body. The life of a worker bee is 


short in the summer, as they liv only a few 
weeks. The drone is a male and has no 
sting. It can be handled as safely as a fly. 
The worker bee cruelly kills all of the 
drones as winter approaches. The queen is 


a female and lays many thousands of eggs in| 


a single summer. One of the strangest 
things about the bees is, they can raise a 
queen, drone, or worker from any egg they 
may choose. Itis thought thisis done by the 
kind of food fed to the young bees, and the 
shape and size of the comb cells they are raised 
in. The queen has a sting, but cannot be pro- 
voked to use it, only when meeting another 
queen. I could say much more about the 
bees, but it might make my letter too long, 
80 I will close. Wishing the Corner süccess, 
I remain, 
Your Liberal friend, ALICE ROTHWELL. 


Corrzgas Porst, March 27, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I hav never written to 
the Children’s Corner before, and as our 
school has given us a holiday until March 
81st, I thought I would write, for probably I 
may never hav the chance again. I am kept 
quite busy at school. My studies are rhetoric, 
civil government, German, English history, 
and physical geography. 

My favorit study is physical geography. 
We hav an excellent teacher for it, she makes 
it so very interesting. 

At the end of each school month we hav a 
lecture delivered to us, and the subject of the 
last one was Emerson.” 

Iam quite puzzled about that lecture, and 
I would like to ask a question— Was Emerson 
a Christian? : 

T spoke to the speaker, but he would hav 
it that he was a Christian. The speaker was a 
minister. ; 

I believe, but I am not sure, that I am the 
only Freethinker in the school, except my 
sister. There are not many Freethinkers 
here, and we do not hav any Liberal meet- 
ings, but we are only nine miles from New 


York city, and there we hav the privilege of | : 
Mr. j: x " i Songs of the Morning, 212 pp.; cloth, 


hearing Hugh Pentecost. . 
I'm afraid this letter will take up consider- 
able space, so I will close, but if you will 
permit it, this shall not be my last letter to 
the Children's Corner. i 
Yours for Freethought and Reform, 
HERMINA A. BUOHER. - 
[Emerson was not a Christian in the usual 
acceptation of the term. By no means.— 
Ep. C. O.] s : 


SHERMAN, MIOE., March 81, 189]. 
Miss Wixon, Dear Friend: As you ap- 


por of my plan, I will write and ask some | book sho 


istory questions to open the history class. 

Who discovered America ? : 

Who gave hís name to America? 

When and where did the Pilgrims ” land? 

When and where was the first mint to 
make coin set up? . 

What was stamped on the coin? 

By what name was the coin called ? 

Now, all the above questions are short and 
easy, and all of you can answer them with- 
out trouble. 

Our snow has nearly all vanished from 
sight: My people are making maple sugar, 
and as some of the readers of the Children’s 
Corner liv away down South” where they 
do not make maple sugar, I will tell. you the 
way we make it. This spring we tapped 
nearly five hundred maple trees, but hav 
trees enough to tap a thousand. The way 


with a three-quarter inch bit, and drive the 
spile under the hole made by the bit. Be- 
neath this we hang the bucket. We use tin 
buckets. We draw the sap to the “ shanty” 
in barrels. Our “ shanty” is built of logs. 
We use an evaporator to boil our sap in. As 
the sap boils the water rises in the form of 
steam and the sweet“ is left. It goes to 
the back of the evaporator, where, when it is 
thick enough, all you hav to do is turn the 
faucet and the molasses runs out. All this 
time the cold sap is running into the front 
part of the evaporator. ; Mrs 
The molasses is taken to the house, where 
it is put in the large sugar pan and boiled 
until it“ wakes” when dropped on the snow 
or ice or in cold water. Then it will grain 
and you will hav maple sugar. 
ell, my letter is too long now and prob- 
ably will land in the waste-basket, so I will 
close. Your Freethinker friend, g 
l M. AURORA Souruwiox. 


Liszon, Ia., March 12, 1891. 

Miss Susan H. Wrxon: 
In the Corner I hav seen letters from little 
Infidel children, and you often ask them to 
write again and tell of the country they liv 
in, etc. So I thought I would write and tell 
you of the country I liv in, which is the 
central part of the United States, so I might 


interest my Eastern and also my Western 


friends. My home is in eastern Iowa, Linn 
county, so that part is all I 
about, but it is as beautiful and as good as 
nature could make ít. We raise in Iowa 
corn, oats, rye, and a little wheat. Our fruits 
are apples, cherries, piums, and lots of small 
fruits. We hav nearly every kind of. vege- 
table. Melons are raised along the Cedar 
river. Hogs and cattle are raised to ship. 
Hogs are fattened, loaded in wagons, and: 


My Dear Friend: 


know much|: 
Followers of 


then hauled tothe buyer. The reason I told 
you. how we: take our hogs to market is be- 
cause my mother said it would be quite a 
sight for some people in the Eastern parts of 
the United States, because they do not raise 
| stock to sell, corn being too scarce. - 

Iowa's soil is very rich and productiv; it 
has no stones nor hills—you could walk miles 
before you would find a stone to throw at a 
bird in the air. We hav some quarries in 
which we get our stones for building pur- 
poses. : r 
_ T will now tell you of the Cedar river. It . 
is noted for its high bluffs along the river. 
There is one place that is called Palisades;” 
it is a very pretty place. It has high bluffs, 
some being over & hundred feet. They are 
almost straight up and down; nobody could 
climb the sides at any place. There are large 
caves in the rocks; we could not get to them 
without a bost. There are three large hollows 
—their names are Dark,“ “Spring,” and 
* Back" hollow. It seems as if you cannot 

et from one hollow to the other without a 

oat. There is one man, named Minott, who 
built himself a house and stables and has 
lots of boats to.rent. fo when people go 
there they put their horses in the stable and 
then hire boats, and they almost always en- 
joy themselvs. People often 1 there and 
tent awhile in the summer. It is a sort of 
summer resort. 

I would like to correspond with Miss Annie 
Ballhorn, if she cares to write to me. I will © 
say something to Miss Ballhorn. I am not as 
tall as she is, but weigh more. I am five feet 
two or three inches tall, weigh one hundred 
and fifty-one pounds. I am thirteen years of 
age. My letter is getting rather long. Of 
course I would like to see my letter in print, 
but if you think it is too long you need not 
printit. If you hav time, Miss Wixon, please 
drop a line to me, and all other children of 
the Corner are cordially invited to write to 
me. I will now close, wishing success to the 
Corner. I remain, 

Your Freethinking friend, 
Maaars E. Sartor. 


The Works of Wi b. $, Weeks, 


16 cents. 

Selections from the Poets: Including 
Pope's Essay on Man, with Responding Essay. 
859 pp.; cloth, $1.25. 

The Philosophy of Evil. 1i pp; 
S cents. 

Human Life ; or, The ** Course of Time" 

. aB seen in the Open Light. An Epio Poem, 

Seven books in one vol, 859 pp.; cloth, $1.25, 


Press NoTIOES or ' HUMAN LIFE." 

The New 2hought (Chicago) says: It is the best 
thing of the kind we ever saw. . . . To state the 
whole thing in the language of another, the first 

0 ws what a heaven is coming on this earth 
aft+r it shall have passed through the . 
discipline, and the other books show what a h 
of a time we have to get there.“ 

The Ohesaning Argus (Ohesaning, Mich.) says: 
It is one grand sublime poem . . . a perfect 
history in blank verge of the social and religious 
struggles of our earth. and would be good reading 
for those who have been interested in Lookin: 
Backward." Describing Book 6, it says: This 
fares will be found especially interesting to 


es. 

The Phrenologicat Journal (New York) gays; * Tt 
can be classed with the great epics of a hundred 
years ago or more.” 

The Woman's Directory (Brooklyn, N. Y.) says: 
“Itis not only à new book, but a new idea; not 
only a new idea, but a first-rate one—and a much 
needed belief.” 

Dr. Foote in Heatth Monthly (New York) says : 
“ Every thinker will want to read it.” 

Brick Pomeroy’s Advance Though! (N. Y.) says: 


It contains much to benefit humanitv.” 
4A W. 


address, OALEB S. KS, 
. 884 Fourth Ave., N. Y. 
THE 


French Invasion of Ireland in'98, 


Leaves of Unwritten History That Tell of & 
Heroic Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England’s Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFE. 


[ith and numerous illustrations by well- 
mn artis 8. Handsomely bound in silk Moth. 
Ink and gold side stamps. Price, $1.50. 


The present volume is an effort to resone from 
comparativ oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war. . . II points a moral that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail recesivo 
appreciation. It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition, . . . 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim, Oontains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 
Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


human conduct on the Sabbath is 
E Price, 10 cents. f 


eaching of the Chris- 
tian Church. The Thirty-nine 


‘rtioles‘of the Christian churoh are thirty- 
erie pocrs broken-down opinions.” "io cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 


: ter’ God to kill hop- 
2 arg, ing dus, the Doky (o ante: 
ake a 0 le of one against the Colorado 
beetle!" Price; 10 cents, . 
Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It &Faith or a Fact? 


: .Price;5 cents. | 


Religious Problems, Price, 10 cents. 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
^ Church. 


Price, 5 cents. 
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a full accoünt of all the gods the nations | George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cleth, $1. 
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the religious systems of the world, includ- Liberals should scatter it generously. 
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a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 


tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
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Supernatural Religion. An inquiry Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 
into the reality of divine revelation. . De. Large octavo, paper, 10 cents, 
eidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv | Ingersoll 8 Lectures Complete. and 
work on the claims of supernaturalism und in one volume, To Š 
ever written. ByF. W. Newman, Emeritus | for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 


1 t on * Ortho- 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 his lectures, except the latest on 


; „ bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
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The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
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Prose Poems and Selections. This 
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Analysis of Religious Belief. An; perea eogather til now, many other gems, 
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Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


tale of Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 
By A. O. MIDDLETON. 
Price,- c. . . 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, | 


Staol engravings of this celebrated naturalist A 
2x16 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 


or 35 conis, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 10 canta. 


B. F. UNDERWOOD'S WORKS. 


.FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures, Embracing In. 
. fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual. 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism: Its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po.cical and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 


10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo- 
logical. 20 cents. 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
ays’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof, O. A. Burczss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188 pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Joun Manrizs, Fully reported. 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 cents. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MBS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of A Protest and a Plea,” in Order o- 
Oreation. 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - 78 Cents. 


is book was suppressed by the first Amer 
toan publisher. gu 


THE TRUTH BEEKER CO. 


Brain and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


Creed of Christendom. l 


Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure, 
: By W. R. GREG. 
Complete in 1 vol., 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


^ WHICH: 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY 7 


By Moses Hutt (Spir.) and 
Rev. W. F. Parker (Chris.). 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


HEBREW MYTHOLOCY; 


A OR, 
Tbe Rationale of the Bible. 
Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only, 
By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 
8vo, 613pp., «ce D e 


Faith and Reason. 


AGCOUNT OF THE 
Christian and All Prominent Religions Before 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 
Books of the East. 
By H. R. Stevens. 


$2.50, 


Price, $1.50, 


Nature’s Revelations of Character. 
Physiognomy Illustrated. 


By Josrra Simma, M.D. 


Individnal traits indicated by the temperamenta 
and features. 


260 woodcuts. 8vo, 650pp., cloth, $3; leather, 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


AMBERLEY'S LIFE OF JESUS. 


His Character and Dootrines, 
From the Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 60 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING 
Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of 
Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury before, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era. 
Full index, 446pp., $1.60. 


THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 
AN 


Inquiry into the Claims of Biblical Inspiration 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion. 


By A. H. O'DONOGHUE. 
Price, . = > 


$1. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 
A Radical Novel of Marked Ability. 
BY FBEDEBIKA MACDONALD. 

404 pages. Price reduced to $1. 


APEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 
AND 


OTHER BroonaPHIOAL KETONES AND Eesaye. 
By CHARLES BHADLAUGH. 
With Portrait and Autobiography. 
back and side stamp, 12mo, 
60 pp., $1.25. : 
MONKS, POPES, AND 'THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 

By J. ALBERGER. 
Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts. 


Extra oloth, gold. 


376pp., $1. 
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Of Roxbury, Mass, says 


My Medical Discovery seldom takes. hold 
of two people slike! Why? Because no 
two people have the same weak 
spot. Beginning at the stomach it goes 
searching through the body for any hidden 
humor. Nine times out of ten, inward 
humor makes the weak spot. Perhaps 
it's only a little sediment left on a nerve or in 
* gland; the Medical Discovery slides it 
right along, and you find quick happiness 
from the first bottle. Perhaps it’s a big sedi- 
ment or open sore, well settled somewhere, 
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Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
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Bews of the Week. 


| ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES! prs, 


Givs a Fall Account of all the Gods, in- 
Ghost; 
Bible. 


Rev. R. T. HAxxks, editor of the Dallas, V 
Tex., Western Baptist, has been made the 
subject of two grand jury. indictments, one 
for libeling Rev. E. Hardy, the other for pub- 
lishing that Rev. E. B. Hardy, Rev. L. H. 
Scruggs, Rev. B. J. Grant, and Rev. A. M. 
Johnson are paid scandal-mongers of the 
Baptist Herald and notorious liars.” 


ANNA Diogtnson is at 


0 


J. I. 
E Christ, Vir; 
esus 
SYO, ssop. Vol. II. Desoribes Fully all 
0 


£ Jehovah, Satan, the Holy 
1 Mary, and the 


the Re "ug Byetems of the World. 
:8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3per vol.; the 
9 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
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ent. 
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. (who were not Christian 
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8) 


enu to the pres- 
Svo, 1,07%5pp., cloth, $8; 
leather, $4; mor., g- e., . 50.1 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


es Lafayette Place, N. T. 


liberty, and will lecture. 


Presipent HARRISON 
started ona national tour 
on the 14th. 


A Evropgan war this 
summer is pronounced 
** probable.” 


Tue Baptist church at 
Era, Tex., was blown 
down by & providential 
storm on the 12th. 


Tar Minnesota legisla- 
ture adjourned without 


Gems: of Thought. 


cumulate; doubts arise. 


Faint glimpses of truth 


passing Alliance meas- 


ures. It voted down the 


anti-tights bill. 


Ir is cabled that the 


illiterate vote” at the 
Sligo election ** was cast 
by the influence of the 
clergy ” against the Par- 
nell candidate. 


Two parsons of Ham- 
burg, Germany, hav 
given scandal to the pi- 
ous, one by disclaiming 
belief in original sin, the 
other by pronouncing the 
regurrection narrativ leg- 


endary. 


A Mexioan dispatch 
says: Most of our peo- 
ple who travel return: 
home with new ways and 
new means, the clergy 
only sticking to old no- 
tions and old forms of 
political disciplin.” 


Tue Columbus cente- 
nary having given rise to 
some glorification of 
Queen Isabella, there are 
called forth denuncia- 
tions of her as a miserable, bigoted tool of 
priests, who ruined her country.” 


Ir is now said that the shooting of strikin 
miners in Pennsylvania by deputy sheriffs 
‘was unprovoked. Two later riots, on the 
17th, are reported, and blamed on the work- 
ingmen. 


Gen. G. W. Sr2oH, the just retired mayor 
of Sunbury, Pa., on the 18th was arrested 
and fined 68 cents per oath for swearing 
twenty-seven oaths. The. oaths had been 
uttered in a controversy with a lawyer, and 
jotted down by a personal and political 
enemy. - 


Jesse Lookwoob, of White Plains, N. Y., 
on the 11th beat his wife, aged sixty-one, to 
death with a club, saying the Lord com- 
manded it. A few days previous he rang the 
Methodist church bell and proclaimed that 
the Lord desired a sacrifice of human life. 
He has often been called a religious crank. 


Cosra Rioa, Central America, has been de- 
pressed in industry by Holy Week, in which 
all the Jegends connected with Christ’s life 
hav been acted, to the delight of the women 
and the children and the people of the hum- 
bler classes,” though, the dispatch says, 
* the prominent men, the representativ minds 
of the republic, hav all been beautifully 
scarce.” 


Bramer has given Italy a reply containing 
little of conciliation or of explicit assurance 
that reparation will be made. He says that 
the attorney-general is considering whether 
prosecution of the lynchers can be had in 
federal courts, and if it shall be found, as 
seems probable, that criminal proceedings 
can only be taken in the courts of Louisiana, 
the president can in this direction do no more 
than to urge upon the state officers the duty 
of promp y bringing the offenders to trial. 
This was done in his telegram to the governor 
of Louisiana as early as the 15th of March.” 
If, he says, the state grand jury fails to act, 
the federal government will consider whether 
there be other modes of redress; and, he 
concludes, if it should appear that among 
those killed . . there were some Italian 
subjects who were resident or domiciled in 
that city, agreeably to our treaty with Italy, 
and not in violation of our immigration laws, 
and who were abiding in the peace of the 
United States and obeying the laws thereof 
and of the state of Louisiana, and that the 
public officers charged with the duty of pro. 
tecting life and property in that city con. 
nived at the work of the mob, or . . 
failed to take any steps for the preservation 
of the public peace and afterward to bring 
the guilty to trial, the president would, un- 
der such circumstances, feel that a case was 
established that should be submitted to the 
consideration of Congress with a view to the 
relief of the familfes of the Italian subjects 
who had lost their lives by lawless violence.” 
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A CONVENIENT WAY OF GETTING OVER A RIVER. 
, and they were divided hither and 


Iruth Se 
Sreethink 


And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters 
' thither; so that they two went over on dry ground.—2 Kings ii, 8: 
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A, but,” say you, 
** Protestantism gave her 
learning to the people, 
and Rome kept it to her- 
Self." And what learn- 
ing, pray thee, did Prot- 
estantism giv to the peo- 
ple? The only learning 
she gave, and which 
Catholics refused, was 
that which can be culled 
from an open Bible.” 
And this is, of course, 
learning to be proud of 
—inexpugnable cosmog- 
ony, incontrovertible as- 
tronomy, and geology 
that cannot be ques. 
tioned; and abundant 
sanctions for stealing, 
lying, murdering, slav- 
ery, polygamy, harlotry, 
and, perhaps, every crime 
of which human turpi- 
tude has ever been capa. 
ble. This is the learning 
save the mark) which 
Otestantism gave. and 
which Catholicism wisely 
withheld. An ‘open 
Bible? is an open Pan- 
dore's box. Learning 
proper neither church 
has ever encouraged ; 
and at this hour Cathol- 
icism is not more hostil 
than Protestantism to 
the fearless researches 
of science and the un- 
biased generalizations of 
philosophy. Catholicism 
— and Protestantism— 
which of the two weird sisters is at present 
most amiably disposed to Charles Darwin's 
Evolution or to Herbert Spencer's Agnosti- 
cism ?—Saladin. i 


Ir we are born for heaven, we are lost for 
earth.— Feuerbach. : 


AT present let us remove what is bad, 
which must always be done before good of 
any kind can spring up:— W. 8. Landor. 


Ir there is a devil, he is God's devil. Either 
this, or God is not infinit. If he is infinit, 
then there is nothing in the world which is 
not a fraction of his wholeness.— Chadwick, 


No lie can speak or act, but it will come 
after longer or shorter circulation, like a bill 
drawn on nature’s reality, and be presented 
there for payment, with the answer, No 
effects.— Carlyle. 


WE want no men who will change, like the 
vanes of our steeples, with the course of pop- 
ular wind; but we want men who, like 
mountains, will change the course of the 
wind.—Horace Mann. 


Jesvs had defects and imperfections like all 
other men, and it is but simple justice to him 
and all other men that these defects should 
be dispassionaiely pointed out,.so that man- 
kind may know the truth and be free—free 
from the thralldom of ancient superstition, 
free from the absurd idea that Jesus was a 

rfect man. He was a simple Jewish en. 
thusiast and religious reformer, foolishly sup- 
posing himself the messiah, thereby coming 
to an untimely death.— W. E. Coleman, 


PrEASURE is a shadow, wealth is vanity, 
and power is a pageant; but knowledge is 
intrinsic enjoyment, perennial fame, unlim- 
ited space, and infinit duration. In the per- 
formance of its sacred office it fears no dan. 

er, Spares no expense, omits no exertion. 
t scales the mountain, looks into the volcano, 
dives into the ocean, perforates the earth, 
wings its flight into the skies, encircles the 
globe, explores sea and land, contemplates 
the distant, examins the minute, comprehends 
the gféat, and transcends the sublime. No 


place too remote for its grasp, no heavens too 


exalted for its touch.— De Witt Clinton, . 


Tuer originals [of the New Testament] 
do not anywhere exist, and consequently 
it is utterly impossible for anybody to 
know who wrote any one of the books of 
the Bible, which is, therefore, a compilation 
of anonymous writings, and as such is no 
authority whatever. So far from being a 
ee record, it is, as we hav 
seen, & product of the cunning and ingenuit 
of knaves and fanatics, who deserve credit 
for only one thing, and that is that they man- 
aged to make any sense whatever out of the 
wretched scribble and scrawl from which 
i derived their information.— Dy. Hard. 

oke. 
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Gales and Glippings. 


Sram has appropriated fifty thousand 
pesos to the construction of a sepulcher for 
the remains of Columbus in the Havana 
cathedral, where they now lie. 


Nozopy has ever explained how it happens 
that when a New York politician seeks salva- 
tion and joins the church his creditors be- 
gin to get uneasy and want to hav an expert 
to examin his books.—Philadelphia Times. 


BALOONKEEPER Pete SRT, of Jefferson 
City, allows nothing to interfere with his re- 
ligious duties. Two weeks ago he closed up 
his saloon long enough to attend church in 
the morning. Pete isa particularly striking 
Christian. 


THE army of the Vatican for the current 
year has two generals, two coloneis, two sub- 
coloneis, one major, two captains, and four 
officers. 
dignitaries consists of sixty warriors, includ- 
ing the Swiss guard. The cavalry consists 
of thirteen noblemen, with eight horses be- 
tween them. 


Tue headmaster of a large school in New 
York asserts that a girl of sweet sixteen or 
seventeen of the present age is taller and of 
better physical development than one of the 
last generation. According to the teacher, 
this improvement should be attributed to the 
prevalent practice of outdoor games and gym- 
nastic exercises. 


Ax ungodly wretch stole $1, 300 worth of 
silverware and jewelry from the residence of 
Rev. F. W. Clampelt, of Christ's church, 
Springfield, Ill. , Bunday night while the dom. 


The whole army officered by these. 


inie was in church trying to save sinners. 
Rev. Mr. Clampelt wishes now that he had 
laid up his treasures in heaven, but he would 
like to pelt the burglar just the same. 


Tax Rev. T. J. Shelton, editor of the 
Arkansas Christian and one of the most 
prominent clergymen in the South, has gone. 
ingane. He was arrested at Little Rock 
while attempting to resurrect the body of a 
young woman who recently died. Recently 
he announced that he was the messiah and 
declared that he was ordered to go to Kansas 
City with the wife of a prominent merchant, 
who is a member of his church. 


Tue new Talmage Tabernacle in Brooklyn 
was dedicated last Sunday. There were 
three services and at the last one Talmage 
spoke. On the day before the dedication 
the Recorder printed this 

Talmage's house-warming 
Will begin to-morrow jnoening; 
When the church will be specially blest. 
It's to be a dedication | 
For cash and consecration, 
If you send a check they'll do the rest. 


I wav listened to many Unitarian sermons, 
says an editorial writer in Secular Thought, 
but invariably with the same result. The 
beginning of the sermon leads directly on the 
road to reason; the revolt against orthodox 
crudities seems to hav opened one more intel. 
ligent mind; but suddenly a switch is turned 
and back we get on to the well-worn old 
road; and a prayer takes us back to realms 
not very far removed from those reigned over 
by Wild and Walsh. 

A cURIOUS case lately came up before the 

court of appeals in Kazan, Russia. The son of 
Russian townsman (Miestshanin), a boy of 


eight years, playing with other boys in the 
street, made the sign of the cross over a Ta- 
tar boy, a Mohammedan. The Tatar boy 
ran away crying over the sacrilege, and com- 
plained to his father. The latter immediately 
went out, caught the Christian boy, and gave 
him a sound thrashing. The Russian father 
brought suit against him. The judge sen- 
tenced him to imprisonment. 


CARDINAL TASOHEREAU and the other Que- 
bec prelates say in their letter against the 
Manitoba prohibition of separate schools: 
„The church, being alone commissioned by 
God to teach men morals, cannot, at any 
period of their lives, abandon her mission. 
She is not free to renounce her action and 
control in the schools; under no conditions, 
under no form of government, can she ap- 
prove schools wherein youth receives no 
moral instruction. Therefore she always has 
reproved and always will reprove the schools 
commonly styled ‘ unsectarian schools." It 
is to be borne in mind that the Catholic church 
under the head of ** morals? includes polit- 
ical duties, and in fact about everything else. 


To the weary worldling Lent must be wel- 
come indeed, and to hav a truly fashionable 
and legitimate excuse to giv up striving must 
be. an absolute relief to many. To the 
mother who has conscientiously struggled to 
every ball in order that her young daughter 
might see and be seen; to the father who 
feels that his girls hav '*had their chance” 
for this winter at least and that he can now 
draw in the pursestrings; and even to the 
girls themselvs, who must experience a gen- 
uin sensation of relief in being able at least 
to stay home and take the much-needed rest 


‘without feeling that they are out of it.” 


The queer admixture of so-called religion 
and fashion that we hav nowadays would hav 
considerably astonished the apostles.—. Mero 
York Tribune. 


At a meeting of the bodrd of health of 
Riverhead, N. Y., lately, u resolution was 
adopted ordering Town Clerk John Bagshaw 
to make complaint before the grand jury at 
its next session against Father Patrick Oreigh- 
ton, the pastor of St. John's Catholic church, 
for violation of the law which requires every 
person who performs a marriage ceremony 
to file with the board of health a copy of the 
marriage certificate. Father Orelghton went 
to St. John's less than a year ago from the 
church of Our Lady of the Victory in Brook- 
lyn. In the time of his pastorate at River- 
head he has married a number of couples, 
but no certificate had been filed. Sometimes 
acertificate has been filed by the bridegroom, 
but even in such case it was not in the regu- 
lar form of marriage certificates. Where the 
statutory form uses the words, '' according 
to the laws of the state of New York,” 
Father Creighton substitutes the words, ‘‘ ac- 
cording to the rites of the Holy Catholic 
church.” ‘I can’t go against my con- 
science,” says the priest. '' The laws of the 
state recognize and grant divorces. The law 
of the church does not. For me the law of 
the church is supreme. As a part of the 
state law relating to marriage the right of di- 
vorce comes under the words in the form of 
marriage certificate, ‘According to the laws 
of the state of New York.’ Not recognizing 
the practice of divorce, we cannot recognize 
that form of marriage certificate or the law 
which requires us to file it.” 
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Communications. 


Design Argument. 


Design in the universe is the most potent factor 


in all discussions where Theism takes a part. It 
‘formulates a prearranged plan. It has à fixed, 
changeless purpose emphasizing every argument fall- 
ing from the lips of all defenders-of the faith once 
delivered unto the saints. The experiences of life 
lend their aid in support of such deliverance. From 
the crude attempts of primitiv man to fashion a club 
or in any way make an instrument of offense or de- 
fense, and on through the changes of a million years 
resulting in the multitudinous complex machines 
which disclose plans, designs—these, and the adap- 
tations seen in all which tends to make up modern 
civilization, are in demonstration of Freethought. 
The entire history of our race is in support of the 
fact that design succeeds design, plan succeeds plan, 
and we are advised at every step of the adjustment, 
means, and measures which aim at the realization of 
objects of desire. All point toward the -attain- 
ment of certain ends. Therefore it is not at all sur- 
prising that not only the ignorant and the unadvised 
but multitudes who claim to reason and enjoy the 
benefits of what is called an education, should 
reason in the same way. The pulpit also errs in 
relation to this question. It is wondrous strange 
that the most competent portion of the clergy fail 
to see the radical defect. in the design argument 
which they formulate with such assurance—that the 
universe is a creation and that there is no way 
of accounting for it upon any other hypothesis than 


that of creation, which necessarily involves a creator. 


If the universe and its intelligent beings are only 
competent of a rational explanation upon the theory 
of an infinit intelligent being, then it must follow 
with increased emphasis that this infini intelligent 
being must of necessity come through the same proc- 
ess which ushered into existence this wonderful uni- 
verge. tas Pus 

It will be seen readily that Theism is not at lib- 
erty to set up the claim that this infinit creator did 
not come to be, but that he is eternal and hence self- 
existing. This would be to abandon the funds- 
mental argument of Theism, which is design. . If 
the intelligence of a bird is in evidence of a designer, 
much more must an infinit God be in evidence of a 
still higher designer. To deny this necessary de- 
mand is to compromise the argument used in the 
speech of Theism. There are many serious objec- 
tions urged against the argument of theology. De- 
sign implies rationality. It necessarily involves a 
plan, a method, means aiming at an approved end or 
result. If it is infinit reason (whatever that is), then 
all the plans of that infiait reason would be founded 
in that reason and would be perfect. We hav no 
means of jadging of the value, good or ill, of a de- 
Sign or plan only through that which the race has 
learned by the expensiv putehase of experience. 
Through such experience rules hav been slowly 
formulated through allof the ages of human devel- 
opment in relation to conduct. But through all of 
these ages these rules hav been subject to modifica- 
tion and change which higher. experience has ren- 
dered necessary. Hence it is that when we institute 
a comparison of the rules of conduct of the long ago 
and those formulated by modern civilization we see 
a very marked difference—a difference so great that 
the sacred books of the distant ages are obsolete, 
are without any practical value as guides for the 
present age. : 

We hav as a result of human experience rules of 
conduct in the light of which it is manifest that-cer- 
tain acts put forth by rational beings are pronounced 
praiseworthy and other certain acts blameworthy, 
according to the design or plan of the actor. If the 
designs are in harmony with praiseworthy acts, these 
said acts are good; but if not, then they are pro- 
nounced bad. And we may well believe that this 
state of things alone renders society possible. We 
are placed under strict moral necessity to enforce the 
discrimination which these formulated rules of con- 
duct emphasize. This applies to all premeditativ 
action, which necessarily implies intelligence. The 
advanced in intellectusl and moral endowment cannot 
plead for any liberty not equally conceded to the less 
intellectually and morally endowed. If any distinc- 
tions were to be made, certainly they should be in 
favor of the latter class. If these rules cover the 
actual high and low they must in all attempts in- 
volving process of reasoning applied to our ideals, 
otherwise reasoning would be a palpable fraud. 

We must now make an application of these rules 
of conduct to our ideals, or divinities, otherwise we 
are left entirely in the dark. This infinit designer 
and creator must be judged in the light of his de- 
signs, which are clearly manifested and set forth in 
his creation, and by these are we compelled to make 
our estimate of this rational creator. What are the 
particular facts set forth in the reign and adminis- 
tration of this infinit creator, are we to consider, that 
his character may be vindicated. We hav clear ideas 
of power, wisdom, and goodness. Power is com- 
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rof whom it is possible to predicate. wisdom; power, 


petent to do, wisdom is qualified to guide, and the 
moral element involved in goodness will see that no 
misuse is made of either power or wisdom. ` These: 


are all fundamental in the infinit creator of the uni- 


verse. 


experience, which has given us our rules for the 
judgment upon conduct and its regulation, in what 
class of facts we shall find the infinit creators 
designs, plans, provisions, and methods vindicated. 
The universe in the presence of these revelations 
must be taken as the most fitting exponent of the 
character of the infinit creator. Every thoughtful 
student of nature must thoroughly understand that 
design has failed to discriminate or draw any line 
between virtue and vice, morality and immorality, good 
and evil. None of these are revealed in: God's 
method seen in plan and design. 
impresses the student with the conviction that in the 
management of this world good and evil are not 
factors at all. 


It is useless to attempt to evade this argument. 


upon the ground that this infinit creator has made a 
revelation not contained in his creation. This will 
not do. It is a fatal compromise. It is a surrender. 
That any really rational being should take the Bible as 
authority, with the innumerable liabilities to corrup- 
tion and ruinous errors, as sgainst the testimony set 


forth in creation where error and corruption is impos-. 


sible, is hardly possible. It can only be done 
through the subjugating power of superstition, 
which dethrones reason. e : 

If there is a plan, or design, a planner, or designer, 


which discriminates between virtue and vice, he, she, 


or it is nowhere to be found in the nature of the 
divine management. -What does nature voice when 
we listen? The strong subjugate the weak. The 
big fish devours the small ones. The varying forms 
of organized life are living upon each other. One 
half of ‘the structural forms liv on the other half. 
Think for a moment of the straits and the suffering 
that reign in all parts of this world, and then for-a 
moment imagin that a being that is wise, powerful, 
and all-good would thus render the conditions of lite 
such that one-half, if it livs at all, must-liv on the 
quivering flesh of the other half. And the same is 
largely true in the history of human beings. Think 
—no, we cannot think, of the possibility of this 
world of sentient life being what it is as a result of & 
plan or design on the part of any being who is wise, 
good, and powerful. How could such a being endure 
the torture which a vision of the ceaseless suffering 
would produce when all seen at once? Torture, 
infinit torture, it must be to any intelligent existence. 


and goodness. This universe of woe must annihi- 
late every argument in the speech of Theism. Such 
a world as this in the light of its bloody history 
would knock out in the first round every vestige of 
a designing creator, infinit in power, wisdom, and 
goodness. If this world is planned, designed, by s 
God such as theology defines, we hav a legitimate 
right to demand that sorrow, suffering, and pain in 
every form shall forever cease—shall bs excluded 
from the domain over which this God has jurisdic- 


tion. If not, we are compelled to deny the design 


argument and exclude the designer. 
.In the second place, if the universe is a creation, 
then before that universe there was no creator, but 
an infinit uncreator. Also, this infinit uncreator was 
alone, and is unchangeable. We must remember that 
he was just as old before he became creator as he ig 
now, for he is: eternal and has no succession. And 
yet the passage from an infinit uncreator to ‘a 
crestor, whick implies succession, and hence a con- 
tradiction, has been made. Oreation i8 a measured 
‘quantity, because it began, and that which begins is 
necessarily a measured quantity, and demands in 
strict logical necessity a cause only adequate to 
produce quantity ; and quantity, being finite, limited, 
can hav as cause only that which stands related to 
it, and that is a limited cause, and not an infinit 
cause such as theology postulates. It is not con- 
eeivable that an infinit uncreator, being uncharge- 
able, could become a creator, which involves change; 
and change breaks down the argument of Theism. 
But this, in the next place. confronts us. with 
another very serious difficulty. The time came when 
he was not an uncreator, and also when he was not 
an undesigner. He was, in fact, an undesigner from 
strict necessity, seeing that he was alone, and hence 
there was nothing for design to relate to. There was 
no universe, there was no creator, and hence there 
could hav been no design, for design implies some- 
thing, as a necessary condition of design, but there was 
nothing, and design therefore was impossible. The- 
istic creation must hav taken place without design, 
and this is impossible ; it is not conceivable. There 
being nothing for design to relate to, nothing for it 
to fall upon, it becomes an impossible. conception 
itself. It is evident that if creation ever did take 
place, it must hav started with something, and as that 
something must hav been without design, if any 
something could hav come without design, then all 
somethings could hav come in the same way 
But it is flippantly asked, If the universe did not 


1891. 


Now allow. us to imsgin, in the light of human 


The creation: 


come in the theological way, how did it come? 


Though it should be impossible to answer this ques- 


tion, this in no sense confirms the theological pogtu- 
late. It does not follow because we cannot tell the 
stuff out of which. dreams are made, that therefore 


they are revelations of the gods. That a reasonable 


hypothesis can be suggested is supported by the 
best thought of this age. This is saying that which 
cannot be said of the hypothesis of Theism, for that 


in no sense is reasonable, but in all things quite the 


reverse. 

The intolerable egoism with which Theism has 
invested man lies in the way of a correct rendering 
of the facts of this world. It compliments man in 
the terms which make him a co-factor in all plans 
and designs in the so-called created universe. He is 


‘en rapport with the creator. He sees, hears, and 


talks with him. He imagins that he is the end and 
aim of design, and that all ends seen in the method 
of this creator culminate in him. The earth with 
its fullness was made for him. The sun also, as well . 
as the moon and stars, were all created for his bene- 
fit. A divine trinity was called into existence to 
meet his needs, and Calvary's bloody victim was an 
offering for his sins and nothing more. A heaven 
and a hell are for him. The winds, the rains, the 
dews, sre all for him. The cattle upon a thousand 
hills are for his benefit. The gold and silver, pre- 
eious metals and rare gems, are ali in honor of him. 
The coal-beds and forests, the wild beasts which 
roam therein, and the fish in a thousand streams, 
rivers, lakes, and oceans, are all in his interest. 
The birds of the air are all for his benefit. Such 
unpardonable claims set up by him make all forms 
of life his foes. He fails to see that he is only a link 
in the chain of life upon this globe, and that all 
other links in this chain dispute his claims, seeing 
that all forms of life hav like fundamental traits. 
Man has to contest his claims with all forms of life. 
All classes in the chain of organic life are alike ego- 
tistic and are alike foolish. The fish in the waters 
of this world deny that these waters were made for 
màn—“ they are and were created for us fishes.” 
And the fishes show this fact by the way they will 
capture the man that ventures into their waters 
where some of the finny tribe show their shark teeth. 
They like the bloody flash of their egotistie lord of 
creation as well ag this same lord likes the result of 
his angling. The birds of the air reason in like 
manner: “ This air is for us and all the good things 
in this world are for our benefit.” 

And the beasts of a thousand forests are of the 


same opinion. All are for us, and we are at the head 


of the universe—all things created for our benefit.” 


And thus it is as we run through the varying forms 


of life, until we encounter the little autoerat, the ant. 
He is inspired with the idea, as much as any Chris- 
tian, that this world was created for his inheritance, 
for his benefit. He builds his little stalls, directed 
by inspiration, and with Christian definess captures 
the little aphides, giving them stail-room, and then 
‘milks them, and thus has food for the little baby 
ants. They are comforted with the inspired thought 
that this world is for them, and if they do not hav 
it all to themselve, they think that they are wronged 
ont of their rights. They do not imagin any more 
than man does that there is anyone higher than 
they are. 

- Man’s creators sre never higher than man and his 
ideals. All forms of life can use the same argu- 
ments as man in the interest of design. And in the 
last analysis we find that design is never higher than 
the human possible. And in fact, all of the theo- 
logical arguments are on the line of the human, and 
never go beyond. They first fashion their god after 
the human design, and take his measurement in the 
light of that design. J. H. Bursam, 


— . — " 
What Religion Shall be Taught in Our Public 
Sehools ? 
AN APPEAL OF THE WASHINGTON SECULAR UNION TO THE 
COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS OF PUBLIO SCHOOLS, 
ASSEMBLED IN CONVENTION AT OLYMPIA. 


OFFIOE OF THE WASHINGTON SEOULAR Union, 
T April 7, 1891. 

GzwrLEMEN: The Washington Secular Union, 
having auxiliary local Unions throughout the entire 
state, organized to protect its members and all other 
worthy citizens in the “absolute freedom of con- 
science in all matters of religious sentiment,” as 
guaranteed by our state constitution, respectfully 
call your attention to and solicit your earnest consid- 
eration of the following facts and petition : 

‘Our public schools are created and maintained by 
the civil government, and therefore are a civil, not a 
religious institution, and are not maintained in the 
interest of or in opposition to religion, nor in the 
interest of any sect or denomination, but of the peo- 
ple, by the people, for the people. 

Roman Catholics, Protestants, Jews, Infidels, all 
are taxed alike for its support, all hav equal rights, 
and no preference can justly be given to any one 
religion. 

The greater part of a community may be agreed 
concerning some matter of conscience, but if only 
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one among them holds a different opinion, his or her 
rights of conscience are just as sacred as those of ali 


others, and must be respected. 

Your attention is especially called to the fact that 
our state constitution is pledged not only not to inter- 
fere with that right, but to protect it. 

Art. i, Sec. 11, reads: “Absolute freedom of con- 
science in all matters of religious sentiment, belief, 
and worship shall be guaranteed to every individual. 
No publie money or property shall be appropriated 

for, or applied to any religious worship, exercise or 
1 or the support of any religious establish- 
men Jn 

Liberty of opinion, liberty of worship, liberty in 
all matters pertaining to religion, is not & privilege 
created or awarded by the state, but s right inherent 
in the personality of the individual conscience. And 
the state of Washington by its constitution is pledged 
FAR not to interfere with that right, but to pro- 
ect it. , ; 

There is no executiv, no legislativ, no judicial 
power or authority in existence that has any right to 
decide for anyone what system of religion that per- 
son shall study, or read, or hear read, or what code 
or form of prayers they shall repeat or hear repeated, 
nor has the governor of the state, the legislature, or 
any department of the government any power in 
themselvs, still less can they confer on any others 
the power, to decide what constitutes the Bible; 
since the Bible of the mother church, the Dousy or 
Roman Oatholie version, is denounced by the Prot- 
estants, and the Protestant or King James version 
is denounced as heretical by the Roman Catholics. 

Why should our public schools be made props- 
ganda nurseries for Roman Oatholics, Protestants, 
Jews, or Buddhists? a” : . 

If it is right and just, when a majority of the 
school board are Protestants, that the religious ex- 
ercises in the school shall consist in reading passages 
of the King James Bible, and repeating the Lord's 
prayer, will it not be equally right and just whenever 
& majority of the school board are Roman Catholics, 
for them to insist on reading such passages as they 
choose from the Douay, or Roman Catholic Bible, and 
repeating prayers to the Virgin Mary? 

We respectfully suggest to your honorable body, 
that no number of persons, whether self-elected or 
appointed by government, possess any right to use 

.eoereiv means to restrain any student from the 
full enjoyment of any of the rights guaranteed to 
every individual by our state constitution, or to in- 
dues them to profess any religion, or practice any 
act of worship, or be made to even in seeming take 
part in, or by their presence (against their own free 
will, or that of their parents or guardians) sanction 
any religion, much less compel their presence at any 
religious exercise against which they hav conscien- 
tious objections. : 

You will observe that in our state constitution the 
exclusion is not of sectarian instruction, but of any 
religious exercise or instruction ; and that under our 
constitution there is not even room for the conten- 
tion made in the case of Weiss e£ al. vs. School Dis- 
trict No. 8, in the city of Edgerton, Wis., decided by 
the supreme court of Wisconsin, March 18, 1890, and 
reported in volume 44 of the Northwestern Reporter, 
at page 967, to which your attention is respectfully 
called. 

The reading of the Bible is religious instruction, 
and when the Bible is read and prayer offered or re- 
cited in a school, to that extent—as the supreme 
court of Wisconsin unanimously decided—that school 
becomes by such religious exercises and instruction a 
place of worship. 

What constitutes worship at the ordinary Protest- 
ant church? Is it the sermon? No. The worship 
consists in reading the scriptures, the prayers, and 
the singing of the hymns of praize. 

School tax is not collected for the purpose of 
propagating any religious faith; school-teachers are 
not employed to save souls, but to afford secular 
education, to instruct the pupils in what the teachers 

know, not what they guess. We respectfully sug- 
gest that the pupils can guess about the unknowable 
about as wall as the teachers. 

The teachers are paid from the public money— 
taxes—paid by the people of the state; and it is the 
duty of the teachers to impart instruction that shall 
qualify the pupils for useful, happy lives in this state. 
It is no part of the duty of teachers to giv instruc- 
tion in regard to how to attain happiness in some 
foreign state, nor in some future state; that is the 
duty of the parents. The place for such instruction 
is not the public school, but the home, the Sunday- 
school, and the church. Inculcations of religious 
dogmas or doctrins are matters for the home or the 
church. They are matters with which the govern- 
mont has no concern, and which it cannot interfere 
in without uniting the functions of church and state 
in a manner and to a degree wholly repugnant to 
the spirit of American institutions. 

Objections are made that this is to make our pub- 
lie schools “godless,” “immoral ;” the objection: is 
absurd. The terms godless, immoral, cannot be 


applied with any more consistency to a public school 


because the Bible is not read and the Lord’s prayer 


daily repeated therein, than it can to schools of pho- 
nography, telegraphy, or any of our business colleges, 
because the Bible is not read and the Lord's prayer 
not repeated as part of their regular exercises. 

The state superintendent of public instruction, R 
B. Bryan, under date of June 14, 1890, wrote: “The 
supreme courts of other states where the provisions 
of the constitution and laws are similar to ours hav 
decided that religious exercises cannot be conducted 
in connection with school work even to the repeating 
of the Lord’s prayer.” 

E What objection can anyone hav to the children 
being taught to recite the Lord's prayer?“ 

It is religious instruction and forbidden by our 
state constitution. . 

But from a Christian standpoint it is objectionable, 
because it ignores Ohrist. 

The Lord’s prayer is of itself Antichristian, inas- 

much as it teaches that we should go direct to “ our 
father,” as children to a parent needing no mediator, 
for the Lord's prayer utterly ignores Obrist—makes 
not the faintest allusion to him, affords no hint of 
our having any need of a vicarious atonement or 
any use for either a savior or a redeemer. 
. It teaches that instead of trusting to Jesus to-pay 
the penalty or to secure for us forgivness of sins, 
we should ask or rather demand forgivness of 
Bins on our own merits. The exact language of the 
prayer is, And forgiv us our sin, for we also forgiv 
everyone that is indebted to us" (Luke ii, 14). 

It is contended that school boards hav a right to 
sanction religious exercises in publie schools because 
of established custom. 

We appeal to you that it is no excuse or justifica- 
tion for wrong-doing that the aggressor was but 
following the example of his predecessor. But 
whatever pretext or shadow or coloring of law there 
might hav been for permitting religious exercises in 
the public schools in the past, it certainly no longer 
exists, for at the framing of our state constitution 
this subject was fully considered and freely discussed, 
and the provisions of Art. i, Sec. 11, hereinbefore 
quoted were inserted, and by an overwhelming 
majority those wise, reasonable, and just provisions 
were adopted. 

The officers and members of the Washington Sec- 
ular Union are each and all most stanch and devoted 
friends of our public schools, regarding them as the 
bulwarks of Ameriean independence and the only 
sure reliance for the perpetuation of our republic. 

We therefore petition your honorable body, now 
in convention assembled, to pass resolutions expressiv 
of your determination to enforce obedience to the 
constitution in this matter, “affording absolute free- 
dom of conscience in all matters of religious senti- 
ment and belief to every individual,” to insure which 


you eack and all as the county superintendents of 


schools, positivly prohibit any religious worship, 
exercise, or instruction in connection with school 
work in any public school of the state. 

By order of the board of directors of the Wash- 
ington Secular Union. C. B. Reynoxps, Secretary. 


— — . — — 


Belief in the Existence of a God the Curse of 
Mankind. 


: OF all the superstitions which debase and dwarf 
the mind of man there is none go prolific of evil as 
the belief in the existence of a God. It is the 
instrument by which the poor and ignorant multi- 
tude are compelled to endure the cruel injustices 
and outrages which stain the pages of the nineteenth 
sentury literature as well as of the history of all 
past ages. Begotten of ignorance of the nature 
and laws of the external universe, the belief in an 
omnipotent and omniscient agency external to, and 
independent of, nature itself, has been perpetuated 
and disseminated by crafty and selfish political rulers 
and their indispensable allies, the priests, for their 
own welfare and glory. ' 

After almost nineteen hundred years of so-called 
Christian teaching and effort we see around us what? 
The mass of the people in rags or approximately 
80, and the vultures and parasites of society— 
priests, ministers, thieves, and monopolists—gorged 
with their ill-gotten wealth. Side by side with high- 
spired marble church edifices may be seen the tene- 
ment and the factory, the one stunting the intellect, 
the others weakening and preventing the full devel- 
opment of the body. 

But, it will be asked, how can the belief iz a God 
be held responsible for the wretchedness and misery 
by which we are surrounded? History furnishes 
the answer in the story of the past. When the men- 
tal faculties of man had sufficiently developed to 
enable him to appreciate the instability of his 
environment and his absolute dependence for sup- 
port upon conditions which were not within his 
power to modify to any great extent, he naturally 
ascribed as the cause of the phenomena which he 
witnessed agencies which were essentially anthropo- 
morphic. The roaring of the wind, the rain storm, 
the thunder which made him tremble, and the light- 
ning which oft-times perhaps destroyed his forest 
home, were all, to primitiv man, manifestations of 
the power of unseen Gods, whose actual existence 


he could not for a moment doubt. 
man’s ignorance of his environment gave birth to 
the conception of spiritual beings who controled the 
phenomena of the material universe. 
.| tious notion of invisible anthropomorphic agencies, 
or, a8 its modern development exists to-day through- 
out the nations of the earth, the belief in a God, has 
disastrously retarded the social, industrial, and intel- . 
lectual advancement of mankind. In all ages the 
priestly class hav perpetuated their ecclesiastical as 
weil as political influence by appealing to this super- 
stitious sentiment, which, even in the shadow of the 
truths which science has revealed, is still sufficiently 
potent to fill the churches with the effeminate- 
minded of both sexes. 


Thus it was that 


This supersti- 


Were it not for the priestly Januses, who hav de- 


luded the people with the hope of a heavenly para- 
dise if they are only loyal and liberal enough to the 
church, the majority of mankind would not be as 
they are to-day, praying for those who are robbing 
the people of all that makes life worth living. The 
priest and the professional politician are the pre- 
cursors of intellectual and social slavery, whether 
their presence pollute the atmosphere of a republic 
or of a monarchy. 
gether, the one promising a post-mortem picnic with 
God and the winged tribe of heaven in return for as 
much of your salary as you can afford to spare; and 
the other vowing that he will relieve you of the bur- 
den of excessiv and unnecessary taxation if you 
will only contribute the remainder of your income 
to his support. 
cessity of absolute and unquestioning obedience to 
temporal and spiritual rulers, and also expatiates 
upon the blessings of poverty and humility ; though 
he himself enjoys the comforts of opulence. 
politician realizes the usefulness of this kind of 
:“ moral” teaching in enabling him to retain his grip 
upon the public collar and treasury, and encourages 
the dissemination of these views by exempting 
church property from its equitable share of taxation, 
and granting the most valuable tracts of the people's 
land for church purposes. 
poverty and misery as may be witnessed among the 


Hand in hand they travel to- 


The agent of God teaches the ne- 


The 


Would there be such 


working classes of all lands if the church had not 
sided with the rich and unscrupulous in the task of 
despoiling the people of their rights? And would 
the church hav so powerful an influence over the 
people if their mind was not fettered with the fatal 
belief in a heavenly despot, the keys to whose mon- 
archy are in the possession of religious bigots and 


fanatics ? 


It is not contended here, however, that there are 


not many honest and sincere men and women who 
believe in the existence of a God, but the evidence 
‘upon which they base their belief is insufficient and 


unworthy of the scientific era in which we liv. The 
indestructibility of matter, and inferentially the 
eternity of its duration, is now capable of complete 
and satisfactory demonstration, thanks to the ex- 
haustiv labors of those eminent philosophers of the 
past and the present who hav spent their lives in the 
search after truth. Physics and chemical analysis 
are hourly disclosing to the popular comprehension 
the fact that matter itself is possessed of all the 
properties necessary to the generation and develop- 
ment of all organic life. Bearing these facts in 
mind, it may be well maintained that it is no longer 
excusable to cling to a belief which has been rejected 
by the greatest thinkers of the nineteenth century. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Harry Powsrs. 


— . — jꝛ— 


What the Bigots Say. 


The establishment by a Christian commonwealth 
of a system of public schools which is Christian but 
not sectarian, in which an open Bible is maintained 
as the standard of morals and the fountain of such 
religious knowledge as it is needful the citizen should 
know, and in which the facts of history are taught 
impartially, with regard only to the claims of truth, 
works no injustice to any citizen.— Christian States 
man. 


Another effort is being made to open the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art on the Sabbath. This one is 
being made by women who, believing ^ half loaf is 
better than nothing, ask for its opening on Sabbath 
afternoon. Yet they must be ashamed of their 
course, for they do not disclose their identity. There 
is absolutely no need for this request. The museum 
is open two evenings each week, and no admission 
fee is charged. The plea that the working people 
are too tired then to avail themselvs of this oppor- 
tunity will not hold. Let there be the desire to 
profit by what is there displayed, and weariness will 
not prevent the seeker after knowledge from attend- 
ing.— Christian Instructor. 


Hisrosioat study shows the Bible wonders to be 
of the same character as those recorded in the relig- 
ious books of all other nations; and literery criticism 
proves it to abound in errors, inconsistencies, and 
contradictions, showing it to be the word of man.— 
Robt. C. Adams. 
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The Cause in Washington. 
RELIGIOUS EXEBOISES IN THE PUBLIO SOHOOLS. 


In making the appeal and sending petitions to the 
county superintendents of public schools, while they 
were in convention at Olympis, asking them to pass 
resolutions that they would instruct school boards to 
insist on all teachers obeying the state constitution 
and stop all religious exercises in connection with 
school work, I had only hoped at best to induce them 
to discuss the subject and realize something of the 
gross injustice of forcing upon the children religions 
instruction repugnant to the convictions of their 
parents and antagonistic to their church and home 
instruction. 

But I am pleased to be able to report that the 
state superintendent of public instruction, R. B. 
Bryan, who was chairman of the convention, ap- 
pointed a committee to examin and report on the 
petition. The said committes reported a resolution 
decidedly in favor of the enforcing of the provisions 
of the constitution, but the fanatics and those 
afraid of Mrs. Grundy managed to table the resolu- 
tion. I am, however, assured by one of the superin- 
tendents present that “the sentiment of the conven- 
tion was in favor of the enforcing of the provisions 
of the constitution, and I hav no doubt but that 
such a course will be followed." 

SUNDAY LAWS. 

At Tacoma the ordinance prepared by the Sunday 
fanatics, under the direction of Wily Orafts and the 
American Sabbath Union, by which baseball and all 
other amusements were to become criminal offenses, 
although drawn up so carefully that the ordinance 
was declared of binding force and in harmony with 
the rights and powers of the council to enact—at 
least such was the opinion delivered to the council 
by the city attorney—was defeated. 

The fanatics who cause arrest of persons for hav- 
ing their places of business open on Sunday in 
Tacoma hav learned that they must themselvs pay the 
costs. This last ordinance asked for was to make 
the city responsible for all costs of such arrests and 
prosecutions. 

I expect the pamphlet on “Facts in Regard to 
Sunday Laws and Sabbath Observance” will be out 
the first of next week. The Washington Secular 
Union will judiciously, through its vice-presidents, 
distribute five thousand copies throughout the state, 
aud thus educate the people toa clear understanding 
of the question. 

We hav the glad tidiugs that one of the most able 
law firms in the state will hereafter act as the legal 
advisers of our board of directors—Liberals who 
will do all possible to help the cause at smallest pos- 
sible outlay—workers for love of right and freedom, 
aud not for luere only. 

The only drawback io our work is the want of 
funds. Surely it needs only this fact should be 
known to those able to help to secure their prompt 
action. The treasurers address is Mrs. Mary E. 
Boman, Fremont, Wash. : 

Anacortes will be one of the most important cities 


of the sound. It has the geographical position, and | 


the progressiv, wide-awake, enterprising citizens, to 
make it so. I delivered three lectures here, April 
lish, 12:h, and 13th. I found a very large Liberal 
eloment. I lectured at the theater. Each andience 
doubled in numbers the preceding one. On 
the last (Monday) night over sixty had to stand 
during the entire lecture. ‘To that earnest worker 
and veteran in good works, Martin H. Willfong, of 
Guemes—across the sound from Avacortes—the Lib 
erals are indebted for the effort made. He assumed 
the responsibility and made all the arrangements, 
ably and most willingly seconded by the friends; it 
proved that there are very many more gennin Liber- 
als in Anacortes than anyone had ever supposed, 

I hope soon to hav the privilege and happiness of 
again visiting Anacortes, or of what perhaps would 
prove more effectiv, sending our field secretary fhere. 
Another course of lectures will beyond doubt result 
in the formation of a strong losel Union. Already 
they hav started the work of gathering funds to 
build a Freethought hall and establish a free Liberal 
aud scientific library. 


OUR FIELD SECRETARY. 


Let it be understood our field secretary does not 
receive any salary, either in fact, or in promises or 
forlorn hopes. This luxury is extended to the seere- 
tary only. But in any place in the state where there 
are only a few Liberals, or where there is need cf 
lectures or help in forming local organization, if the 
Liberals of the place are unable to bear all the 
expenses, if the facts are made known to the secre- 
tary (Lock-box No. 5, Fremont, Wash.), the, matter 
will at once be laid before the directors, and if they 
approve, our field lecturer will be sent to do the 
needed work, and such part of the cost as the Liber- 
als of the place cannot meet will be paid by the 
directors from the field secretary lecture fund. So 
the field secretaries pay only for work actually per. 
formed, at reduced rates, agreed upon by the board 
of directors. Subscriptions to this especial fund are 
solicited. O. B. Rzyxonps, See. Wash. Sec. Union. 


Mrs. Besant in Washington City. 


A reception was given in honor of Mrs, Annie 
Besant under the auspices of the Wimodaughsis 
soc:ety at the house of Miss Adelaide Johnson. in 
Washington, D. O., Sunday afternoon, April 19th. 
Among the numerous callers were Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Burr. On being introduced to Mrs. Besant, Mr. 
Burr said: “Had you come to Washington a dozen. 
years ago, when you were under a cloud, I would 
hav been just as ready to welcome you as now, when 
the common people of England seem to be ready, 
should an opportunity be ready, to make you their 

ueen.“ . 
s “I hope, said Mrs. Besant, “that I may never 
suffer such a degradation." 

The change in publie opinion in regard to this 
lady is strikingly indicated by tbe fact that the 
Washington Post in September, 1880, in animad- 
verting on the congress of Freethinkers at Brussels 
said: 

There were those who upheld the wildest schemes of 
revolution, others who would cut loose from the restraints 
of society and set up a saturnalia of self-license in its place. 
- « . The only point of harmony around which they seem 
to revolve was the slip-shod morality of the Freethinking and 
obscene English woman. 


The same paper now speaks only in praise of Mrs. 
Besant, saying that she is perhaps the most popular 
woman in England to-day. Siilson Hutchins was 
the proprietor and ostensible editor of the Post in 
1880, and at the same time an unsuccessful aspirant 
tor a Democratic nomination for Congress in New 
Hampshire. The ownership of the paper has 
changed since 1880. Mr. Hutchins was never the 
real editor, and one of his writers is said to be now 
employed on the paper. It is to be hoped that Mr. 
Sylvester did not write that disgraceful editorial. 


The New Orleans Aftair. 


The communication of Edwards Rousseau would 
need no reply had it appeared in any other journal 
than TRR Terura Szrkzs. I will be as brief as pos- 
sible and quote as little as I can under the circum- 
stances. He commences with a string of supposi- 
tions from which he draws analogies between the 
butchery of the Italians in New Orleans and what 
should hav happened in New York under similar 
conditions. He supposes: 

oppose Superintendent Murray had been ambushed and 
assassinated by a secret league of cutthroats because in the 
execution of his duty he was trying to the best of his ability 
to elevate American law and order above the reign of organ- 
ized criminal conspiracy. 

Now, you may as well look to the church to ele- 
vate law and order as to the police, presuming the 
church and police, in the present state of society, to 
be a necessary evil to be tolerated. Yet the very 
terms hav become synonymous with the words de- 
faulter in the upper, and thief in the lower, walks 
of life. He says: 

I know if I had been in New Orleans that day, and had 
possessed sufficient courage, I would certainly hav slung a 
musket over my shoulder and followed Parkerson's lead. 

Certainly it cannot require much courage to whip 
a horse tied iu his stall, physical or mental. 


But sniveling over spilt milk has never yet done any good. 

This in allusion to the dead in their cells. Yet 
that remains to be seen. The brutality of this ex- 
pression would do honor to God, when he says to 
the ninety and nine, Depart ye cursed.” 

If the jury had done their duty as they were sworn to do, 
the more or less lamentable occurrence Would never hav 
happened. 

Who were the best judges of this matter, the jury 
who sat through a long and tedious trial, heating the 
evidence discussed and sifted as evidence is sifted in 
courts, or you? i 

Italian residents propose to get all they can out of this 
country and givin return nothing but abuse and treason. 
It is not putting the case one iota too strongly to say that 
nine out of every ten Italian immigrants are a curse and a 
pest to this country. 

The Italian resident will get nothing out of this 
country except through toil, which he seems willing 
to perform. Italy has been at the expense of his 
support until he has become a producer, and America 
is getting the products of his Jabor. 


The Italian immigration of to-day, like that of the Hun- | P. 


garian and Polish, is very largely composed of paupers 
criminals, etc. : iind p EUST 


What other class can hav any inducement to leave 
home and all its endearmenüs! 


They commit numerous deeds of violence, and in propor- 
tion to their numbers giv the police more trouble than any 
other of our foreign residents. 


Hav you raference to the excise law? Are the 
police Irish, and do they antagonize with the Ital- 
ians? Who congregate at the corner of liquor sa- 
loons? Not Italians. 


It is most cheerfully admitted that some Italians make 
good.and law-abiding citizens, but s large majority of them 
are, by reason of their ignorance, their customs, their slavish 
allegianee to the pope or King Humbert, and, above all, 
their propensity to deeds of crime and violente, unfitted to 
liv in à country of the character of the United States. 


‘ous to the date of their departure. 


Oan they be more slavish to the pope or king than 
the American is to his party or his church? “A 
country of the character of the United States”—bah ! 
This is putting on conceit with a vengeance—two 
presidents of this country hav been assassinated, two 
more hav died so suddenly and under such circum- 
stances as to leave a taint. 

It is conceded, I take it, that in a republic the ballot is 
the true and proper.remedy for existing evils. But if we 
put the ballot, that most potent weapon, into the hands of 
the unlettered and ignorant hordes who know nothing of our 
systems or institutions, and care almost infinitly less, who 
regard election time as the heaven inspired day in which 
they can make a couple of dollars in a couple of minutes —- 

Who else but the unlettered and ignorant hav ever 
done the voting in this country? Does the Fifth 
avenue man vote! Did the poor voter ever make 
anything out of his vote, except to sell it? Was 
there ever a president elected by honest votes? 
Hav you forgotten the Credit Mobilier ?” 

Let all intending immigrants file a declaration of their in- 
tention to come to this country with the American consul 
nearest to their homes, say, not less than two years previ- 
It should be made a 
part of the consul’s duties to thoroughly investigate the 
character of the intending immigrant, his financial condi- 
tion, and require such other information as may be deemed 
necessary and desirable. It the examination is satisfactory 
to the consul he should be required to giv the intending im- 
migrant a certificate stating the bearer was a fit person to 
become a resident of the United States. 

. Well, really, this would be a nice bone for the 
consuls. We doubt if the immigrant would hav 
much left to get him here. : 

When the immigrant lands make him thoroughly under- 
stand that if in five years he is not able to read the organic 
law of his adopted country, the Constitution of the United 
States, he will be shipped back to the country from whence 
he came. i 

Your limit is original. Reminds me of the patient 
who wished to make a contract with his doctor to 
Cure him of the diabetes within a given period. 

America, invincible America, will rise in the majestic 
might of her too sorely tried and outraged patience, and all 
good and loyal Americans, regardless of creed or race, will 
unite shoulder to shoulder to save and perpetuate the Amer- 
ican nation as they united thirty years ago to-day to save 
and perpetuate the American Union. 

This is good. You take them all in now—rag-tag 
and bobtail—something like the Universalist heaven. 

It is in bad keeping to object to immigration in 
a country but a little over one hundred years a gov- 
ernment, and a little over three hundred years ago 
undiscovered—indeed, are we not all immigrants !— 
is it not immigrants who hav brought the country to 
its present prosperity? Is one to blame for the spot 
he is born on? And after he is born, should he not 
hav the privilege of living on what part of the earth 
he wishes, if he does not trespass on individual 
rights? Hav the immigrants ever shown the na- 
tiv American (the Indian) any mercy? His hunting- 
grounds are gone, and to-day he is at the jumping- 
off place. Gronen M. Davenrort. 

— — — — 


Pious Lying. 


How few so-called Christians read the Holy Bible. 
If they did, Ohristianity from the start must justify 
the most monstrons lying or worst of common sense. 
When a person calling him or herself a Christian tells 
us they hav read and believe every word of it, they 
can be safely set down as bare-faced liars; and to 
prove it, it is only necessary to point to its numerous 
absurdities and contradictions, if read with ordi- 
nary observation. The first book, Genesis, in chapter 
vi speaks of a multiplicity of Gods; and of the 
“gons of God”—that they saw the daughters of the 
sons of men and they took wives of such as they 
chose. 

Perhaps I am wrong, however, as to the book 
speaking of the “sons of God,” and it really means 
pulpit divines choosing wives of the sons of men, as 


now. 

Why the Christian of the New Testament should 
endeavor to strengthen his pretensions and faith by 
hugging to his bosom this old Jewish history, seems 
to me marvelous. 

The New Testament is based upon the naked fact 
that Jesus was the only son of God; that he was 
crucified at Jerusalem, which the Jews flatly deny. 
But lying, assumption, deception, and superstition 
seem to be the component parts of what is called 
iety. D. B. 

Brooklyn. 


— . — 
A Voice from the West Indies. 

Since my last nothing has happened here of any 
importance. The census is just about being taken, 
and a circular has been addressed to all Freethinkers, 
as this census is a religious one, asking them to con- 
scientiously write in the space allotted to religion 
their true opinions. This census has caused an open 
warfare between the Roman Catholics and Anglicans, 
as both parties claim to be in the majority. 

Some time ago I read in a West India newspaper 
that British Honduras, Central America, bas given 
birth to a Freethought society. The Guardian 
newspaper of that place commenting on the move- 
ment called them a set of boys forming an Infidel 
association. : 
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I hav just been reading in a Portuguese religious 
review of 1870 a curious article on the Freethinkers’ 
council which was held in Naples in the month of 
December of that year. The following is a trans- 
lation: 

The same people of the ‘‘infernal banquet,” which wa 
celebrated in Paris, pretend also to pec i eonventinle 
in Naples. The vicar of the devil on earth has already dis- 
patched his letters of convocation. Those addressed to Ric- 
' ‘ciardi are as follows: i 


Pee CAPBERA, January 19:h. 
My DAR RICOTABDI: Reuuite in December proximo, io Naples, 


the Freetainkers, It is a true, grand work, and I desire very much 


the we roal zeit, i : 
aro v which wo ae uo erat the aaoordotal gan- 
Iam yours, G. GARIBALDI, 

God permit that the ministers of Batan may make such 
sad and significativ parodies to the sacred functions and to 
the assemblies and practices of the Catholics, so that the 
world may compare, for example, the Fridays of Lent, which 
Pius IX. spends in holy devotion, with the ** infernal ban- 
quets” celebrated drunkenly by the Freethinkers, who are 
convocated by Garibaldi to meet in Naples, on the same 
occasion, iu which hundreda of bishops will reunite. Com- 
pare and judge. eds 

This shows at once the difference in opinion which 
existed and which exists now—and not very long ago, 
only twenty-one years. F. S. 

— . — —ÀÀá— 
Whom the Spirits Join Together, They Can Put 
Asunder. 
Dispaton rom Boston, April 91st, to the New York Sun. 

Spirits formed a very important factor in a divorce 
ease which was heard in this city to-day before Judge 
Staples. They ordered the marriage in the first 
place, and then ordered the tie broken, and the man 
and woman obeyed without a murmur. 

The couple are William Peck, the Spiritualist 
lecturer, who brings suit for divorce, and Sarah G. 
Vetter, better known as Mra. H. S. Lake, speaker at 
the Firat Spiritual Temole. Her maiden name was 
Sarah Generva Ohafa, and her life as unfolded to-day 
has been eventful. 

When a mere girl it became a part of her creed 
that a married woman has an unalienable right to 
her person, her property, and her name, and she has 
advocated those ideas ever since. That accounts for 
the different names of the couple. 

This is the story which is told: When Mrs. Lake 
was seventeen years old, she started out to make her 
own living. In three years she drifted to New York, 
studied elocution, and gave a series of dramatic re- 
citals with good success. 

She met a young and handsome Oatholic priest, 
Henry S. Lake. It was a case of love at first sight. 
He renounced his religion for the purpose of marry- 
ing her and they lived together for two years. 

He died early in 1876. She was overwhelmed 
with grief until a medium gave her an opportunity 
io commune with her departed spouse. Her spirit 
husband told her to enter the lecture field. 

She obsyed. After lecturing nearly two years she 
met Professor Peck. The spirits still guided her 
actions, and, acting under their instruction, she pro- 
posed marriage under the following contract of co 
partnership, written by her, and signed in the pres- 
ence of witnesses by both: 7 

MARRTAOR Contract.— We, the undersigned, hereby enter 
into copartnership on the basis of the true marriage relation. 
Recognizing love' as the only law which should govern the 
sexual relationship, we agree to continue this copartnership 
so long as mutual affection shall exist, and to dissolve it 
when the union becomes disagreeable or undesirable to either 
party. We also agree that all property that shall be ac- 
quired by mutual effort shall be equally divided on the dis- 
solution of said copartnership. Saould any children result 
from the union, we pledge ourselvs to be mutually held and 
bound to provide them support whether the union continues 
or is dissolved. 

Given under our hand and seal this 5th day of October, 
1877. Mars. JENNIE LAKE, 


WX. F. Prox. 

Witnessed by—-Without approval, J. B. Garrison; with 
approval, Mrs. J. A. Palmer. 

This marriage contract was & surprise to the court 
and spectators, and created a decided sensation. 
For eleven years Mr. Peck and Mrs. Lake lived to- 
gether as husband and wife, traveling all over the 
country lecturing on matters pertaining to spirits. 

The spirit still acted as the guardian of the couple. 
In 1888 the spirits thought Mr. Peck and Mrs. Lake 
had lived together long enough, and so they ordered 
Mrs. Lake io sever the marital bonds which held 
them. 

Mrs. Lake followed the dictates of her spirit 
guides. She told Professor Peck of the commands 
she had received from the spirit world. He is a 
pronounced Spiritualist, but he did not like this 
phase of the situation. - 

He pleaded hard with his wife, but she cared 
more for the spirits than for her husband. He 
wrote her several letters imploring her return, but 
they did not move her. She responded with a long 
letter, which she took pains to say was dictated by 
her spiritual guides, and she desired him, when he 
read it, to “rise out of those states of the body 
which besloud the soul into the spirit of things.” 
His pleadings for her mortal self called forth thi 
response: 

You hav always acted on the hypothesis that spirits were 


not able.to discover the motivs and movements of mortals, 
and to convey information regarding the same. This is evi- 


dently something you hav yet to learn. By and by you will 
be relieved of those painful mental states and will recognize 
the wisdom of thia event, and will, I know, if you will but 
make strenuous efforts, rise to higher and better stages of 
living, reaping both spiritual and material advantages which 
hav never before been yours. I know how hard it seems 
for you, with your nature, to believe what I hav written, 
but I feel satisfied, if you will but graciously accept the 
situation, after a time you will reap much advantage from 
the environment under which you will be placed. Your 
powers will be called out, your resources developed, and 
you will be brought into contact with persons who will be 
of service and satisfaction to you. 

In regard to any immediate inquiries which may be made 
by people relativ to me or my work, the guide suggests that 
it will be wise to reply that I am passing through a new de- 
velopment for a special work, and that I am taken to such 
places and environed by such conditions as far as possible as 
will be conduciv to these ends. That you yourself realize 
how important it is that you should acquiesce in the desires 
of the guides, who hav proven themselvs wise and efficient 
guardians of an instrument who from childhood has striven 
to cooperate with her spirit instructors. 


Judge Staples listened to the reading of this letter 
with a good deal of interest. Then he said that he 
viewed the contract simply as a contract, with no 
evidence of marriage. “She has simply carried out 
the terms of the contract.” The court added: “I 
do not question the desertion, but I hav some doubts 
as to whether this is a marriage. It is, to my mind, 
just the same as though a man and woman met upon 
the street and agreed to liv together as husband and 
wife for a day, a month, or a year. The fact that it 
is in writing makes no partioular difference. An oral 
contract would be just as good." The court finally 
took the case under advisement. 

— — . 


The Trustees in Session. 


The chairman called the meeting to order, and 
after prayer had been offered by Trustee Littlesoul, 
the board united in singing the hymn which begins: 

And every day will be Sunday over there. 

Trustee Grabitall reported several munificent gifts 
and bequests from public-spirited citizena to the 
Metropolitan Museum in trust for the people of New 
York. These were unanimously accepted, and each 
trustee winked the other eye. 

The finance committee reported that it had audited 
and ordered paid the bill of expenses for keeping the 
museum open Sundays for the benefit of the trustees 
and their acquaintances. As this expenditure caused 
a deficit in the treasury it was recommended that for 
the next two months the museum be kept open only 
one evening a week instead of two. The report was 
accepted and the recommendation adopted. 

Trustee Kerr stated that he had overheard the 
third assistant janitor remark to a policeman that it 
was a shame the people down in his ward never had 
a chance to see the inside of the museum. He moved 
that the offending janitor be discharged at once with- 
out a recommend. Oarried. 

Trustee Goodheart rose in his place and begged 
leave to make a few remarks. He stated that he felt 
diffident on account of his youth in offering sugges- 
tions to men older than himself, and who were looked 
up to as being representativ of the better elements 
in the community. But from his personal observa- 
tion in other cities, both abroad and in this country, 
and from conversation with the progressiv, wide- 
awake men of the day, not only business men but 
men who were well known for their practical and 
useful philanthropy, men who loved their fellow- 
men, he was forced to the conclusion that the trustees 
were, in oue particular at least, pursuing a mistaken 
course. Furthermore, from the point of view of 
publie policy. he thought the trustees were making 
a mistake. Every large city contains turbulent and 
dangerous elements which are increased both in num- 
ber and kind because their minds hav nothing elevat. 
ing to dwell upon, and are perforce turned into 
lower channels. Knowing these things and knowing 
that he and his associates had in their keeping a tre. 
mendous mesna of popular education, and that they 
held it only as a sacred trust for the people, he would 
move that hereafter the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
be thrown open to the publie on Sundays. 

Chairman Narrowmind sprang to his feet and 
called the trustee to order. He stated that that 
question had been settled once for all, and it was 
nothing short of impertinence for the trustee to 
allude to it. He supposed that next the trustee 
would actually dare to bring a copy of Life into the 
sacred edifice. 

Trustee Littlesoul hoped and prayed, although he 
greatly doubted, that the Lord would forgiv Brother 
Goodheart for his blasphemous remarks. It seemed 
to him that a man guilty of such wicked sentiments 
could not possibly escape the sulphurous flames and 
other torments of eternal punishment. As for 
himself, he should look down from hia place among 
the angels upon his erring brother in the place below 
with infinit pity, but, he could not help confessing, 
with equal contentment and triumph. ] 

Trustee D'Oaki stated that he was surprised. 
“Them pictures,” he said, “cost money. Do we 
want rag, tag, and bob tail comin’ in here and lookin 
at'em? No, sir. What do the laborin' people want 
o' pictures, anyway? They couldn't tell a Rafael 
from a Titav, or a Mike Angelo from a Joan of Are. 


First thing you know we'd be havin’ people up here 
from Mulberry street and all them disreputable 
neighborhoods. We'd hav people that never seen a 
pictur’ in their lives. No, sir. Sunday's the Lord’s 
day, an’ it’s a day of rest. Let them people stay 
down in their tenement houses and rest.” 

Trustee Mewl said that he stood with Trustee 
D'Onki on this question and, as usual, they both 
stood firm. The Metropolitan Museum, he stated, 
was a respectable institution and was considered a 
great convenience by the friends and relativs of the 
trustees. To hav it opened to the public on Sundays 
would bring to it a lot of people who were not ac- 
quaintances of the families of the trustees and whom 
they did not oare to meet. Some of these people 
would be shabbily dressed and doubtless some of 
them would smell of onions. They wou!d feel far 
more at home in the saloons downtown, and that 
was the proper place for them. 

Trustee Goodheart rose to withdraw hig motion. 
He said he had been aware that his associates were 
followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, and thai 
their daily lives were governed entirely by Christian 
motivs. Had he been aware, however, that they 
were 80 peculiarly sensitiv on the subject of Sunday 
observance he would not hav dared put in his im- 
pertinent and sacrilegious plea for giving pleasure 
and instruction to the poor. 

There being no further business Chairman Nar- 
rowmind offered up a prayer and the meeting ad- 
journed after singing the hymn which begins: 

This is the day the Lord hath made, 
Let young and old rejoice. 
— Life. 
— — y — 


Laws of the Unco Guid. 


The following is a copy of some of the laws which 
hav been enforoed in the good old state of Vermont: 

* No one shall be a freeman or giv a vote unless 
he is converted and a member of one of the churches 
allowed in the dominion.” 

„Hach freeman shall swear by the blessed God to 
bear true allegiance to this dominion, and that Jesus 
is the only king.” 

* No dissenter from the essential worship of this 
‘dominion shall be allowed to giv a vote for clecting 
of magistrates or any offiver.” 

* No food or lodging shall be offered to a heretic.” 

* No one shall cross a river on the Sabbath but 
authorized clergymen.” 

“No one shall travel, cook victuals, make beds, 
sweep houses, cut hair, or shave on the Sabbath 
day.” 

“ No one shall kiss his or her children on the Sab- 
bath day or fasting days." 

“The Sabbath day shall begin at sunset, Sat- 
urday.” 

"Every ratable person who refuses to pay his 
proportion to support the minister of town or parish 
shall ba fined five pounds and five shillings every 
quarter.” 

* Whosver wears clothes trimmed with gold, 
silver, or bone lace, above one shilling per yard, shall 
be presented by the grand jurors, and the selectmen 
shall tax the estate three hundred pounds." 

“ Whoever brings cards or dice into the dominion 
shall pay a fine of five pounds.” 

“No one shall eat mince pies, dance, play cards, 
drum, trumpet, or jews-harp.” — : 

: * No gospel minister shall join people in marriage. 
The magistrate shall join them in marriage, as he 
may do it with less scandal to Christ's church. 

“When parents refuse their children convenient 
marriages, the magistrates shall determin the point.” 

* A man who strikes his wife shall be fined ten 
pounds.” 

„A woman who strikes her husband shall be pun- 
ished as the law directs.” 

“No man shall court a maid in person or by letter 
without obtaining the consent of her parents; five 
pounds penelty for the first offense, ten for the geo- 
ond, and for the third, imprisonment during the 
pleasure of the court.” 

— HOO 


Lectures and Meetings. 


May 1st George Francis Train will explain the Italian 
Embroglio to the members of the Manhattan Liberal Olub. 


W. 8 Bsr lectured in Denver, Col., April 18th and 19th, 
and is now in Iowa. Liberals of that state may address him 
at Clinton, in care of James A. G:eenhill. A 


Durma the last six months J. E. Remsburg has visited 
thirty-six states and territories, traveling twenty thousand 
miles and delivering one hundred and fitty lectures. 


Miss ADA CAMPBELL, of New York, will lecture before the 
Newark Liberal League, 177 Halsey street, on Sunday, May 
3d, at 8 o'clock in the afternoon. Subject, The Real 
Atonement; or, Man's True Savior.“ 

— — . — 


Some amiable individual in the Tennessee legislature en- 
deavored recently to repeal the statue depriving unbelievers 
in Christianity of their standing in court, but the legislature 
refused to pass the bill he introduced for that purpose. It 
seems that the lawmakers of that state regard freight trains 
on Sunday as of more importance than human equality and 
justice, for a bill prohibiting such running was also defeated. 
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Communications. 


The True Currency. 


On Jan. 1, 1881, a convention was held in Inde- 
pendence Hall—a convention not of men or women, 
but a convention of representative of that form of 
lifa that exists in the mineral and vegetable king- 
doms. There were representativs of Gold, Silver, 
Tron, Cotton, Sugar, Corn, Rice, and many other of the 
various forms of life as it exists in these kingdoms. 

The occasion was this: For a long time previous 
to the year 1860, by the decrees and customs of men 
Gold and Silver were the sovereigns of all other sub- 
stances. That is to say, while in this country all 
persons are supposed to be sovereigns, in a kingdom 
the sovereignty is in a king, the rest being subjects, 
so Gold and Silver represented the sovereignty of all 
other substances, while they in turn were subjected 
to them. In the year 1860, however, a fearful epi- 
demie ealled civil war broke out amongst mankind in 
this United States and for four years raged with 
great fury. The sponsors of Gold and Silver were 
alarmed. They felt that these sovereigns were too 
precicus to stand the hazard of war, and imitating 
the example of a certain French king who always 
ran sway when there was danger, Gold was spirited 
away ao“ oss the ocean to junket with the sovereigns of 
the Oid World, while Silver found a more convenient 
refuge across the Canadian border, and for twenty 
years they were both aliens to our country. In the 
mean time the disease of war had spent its force. 
Pesce once more reigned throughout the land. 
Gold and Silver still tarried—were not with us, or at 
least in their sovereign capacity. After a while, 
however, there came to be clamorings for their rein- 
thronement. Mutterings were heard that matters 
were going wrong. Coal was too dear for the buyer 
and too cheap for the seller. Butter was strong and 
cheese was mitey. Peas would mix with coffee and 
glucose would pass itself off for sugar. These and 
a thousand other equally potent reasons were given 
why Gold and Silver should be reinstated in their 
sovereign capacity, and after much counseling if was 
enacted that on and sfter Jan. 1, 1881, Gold and 
Silver should again assume the form of royaliy over 
all other substances. 

When the announcement was made that Gold and 
Silver were to be reinstated in their sovereignty, there 
was a commotion in the various forms of mineral and 
vegatable life. It was decided by them to hold a 
convention on the day this was to take place, and 
we hav undertaken in the briefest manner to giv the 
main points expressed at that gathering. Iron was 
elected to preside, and on taking the chair spoke as 
follows: “I am profoundly grateful for your kind- 
ness in selecting me as your chairman, though I am 
obliged to confess myself somewhat rusty as to the 
duties of a presiding officer. The business of the 
meeting is of a dual character. You are to receive 
and giv due reverence to the sovereigns who hav re- 
turned fo reign over you, also to giv expression to 
any thoughts that may hav come to you during your 
last twenty years’ experience. It is the statement of 
an eminent philosopher among men that the same 


law of mechanical action governs all life from man | 


down to the lowest forms of organized matter. Rea- 
soning from these premises we can infer that what- 
ever is good for man might be good for us. Now, 
mankind in this country declared themselvs free 
sovereigns, while they left us subject to the sover- 
eignty of Gold and Silver. It is for you to consider 
whether the two cases are analogous. At all evenis, 
when men desire to accomplish certain results they 
hold conventions, and this is what this body has de- 
cided to do. In order to insure harmony in the pro- 
ceedings I hav taken advantage of the prerogativs of 
the chair, and hav selected Sugar to giv the welcom- 
UE ieee As Gold has arrived we will now pro- 
ceed. 

Sagar, putting on its sweetest smiles, said: “Your 
most golden majesty, it is with profound admiration 
and gratitude that we once more behold you among 
us in your sovereign capacity. We hav long felt 
our need of you and trust you hav returned never- 
more to leave us. Will you pardon my presumption 
in saying that I hav sometimes thought myself re- 
lated to you? Before I hav been subjected to the 
work of those misnamed refiners, it is well known 
that I possess that golden color similar to yourself. 
Should it ever again become necessary for you to 
leave this country, would it be asking too much that 
you should abdicate in my favor as your next of kin? 
In behalf of this assembly I am happy to welcome 
you once more to your subjects.” ` 

* My friends and subjects, it is with mingled feel- 
ings of pride and pleasure that I assume the role of 
sovereignty once more among you. Notwithstanding 
the long period of my absence it is creditable to 
your honor and patriotism that you turn once more 
£0 your true sovereign, and I trust this feeling will 
be a lasting one. I understand that Silver is putting 
forward the claim that it is to be equal to me and 
that we are to be joint sovereigns over you. I as- 
sure you that is not in accordance with the latest 


ideas of sovereignty in the Old World, or the best | master. 


informed in this. It is proper that Silver should as- 
sume the position of sovereignty in a limited sense ; 
but quite out of character that it should be fully 
equal to myself. I must also administer a rebuke to 
you, Sugar, for suggesting that possibly you might 
be a relation of mine. I hav no relativs, but stand 
completely by myself. Therefore dismiss all dreams 
of royalty, and perform the duties assigned you by 
nature. Iam proud, however, to consider you one 
of the best of my subjects. I assure you, Miss 
Sugar, you are very sweet.” f 

Silver, in the mean time, had arrived, and was in- 
censed at the design of Gold to partially ignore it in 
the reconstruction. It said: “ My friends, whatever 
view Gold may hav about sovereignty in the Old 
World, it may rest assured that it will not be accepted 
here. If Gold is not satisfied with an equal division 
of power with me, to use the vernacular of the 
camp, It can git. Am I not the Dollar of the 
Daddies? And if it comes to a question of a survival 
of the fittest, I do not fear the result. Let Gold go 
back to the Old World and mingle with the Sover- 
eigns there. I am fully able to reign over you in the 
New World in the most complete and royal manner.” 

Cotton was announced as the next speaker, and 
said: Where were Gold and Silver in times that tried 
men’s souls? Junketing in foreign climes, skulking 
in Canada, or perchance hiding in old ladies’ stock- 
ings. In those days it was Cotton that was king. 
It was Cotton only that brought Gold and Silver 
from their hiding-places, but at my command they 
came forth. Besides, I belong to that section of 
country where mankind believes that white is by 
divine permission the ruling power. Now, it is well 
known to all that I am the whitest of the white. I 
express the hope that this convention will echo the 
sentiment that ‘Ootton is king?”  . 

Coal was the next speaker, and ridiculed the ides 
that Cotton was king, when with one touch of its 
hot breath it could burn it to powder. Cotton comes 
from that section of country that is sfflicted with se- 
cession, state rights, eolorphobia, and yellow fever. 
Coal became red with heat, and declared it could melt 
Iron, but the chair ironically asked, “In melting me 
what becomes of you?” This was a poser for Coal, 
and turning to an ashy paleness, he subsided. 

There was one representativ in the body, young, 
but vigorous and lusty, of a greasy and uncouth ap- 
pearance, which essayed to ba heard. The chair 
recognized a familiar acquaintance by announcing 
that Petroleum had the floor. “My friends, I am the 
light of the world; notwithstanding the claims of 
Gas and Electricity I am still to be found in the 
homes and among the delvers in all parts of the in- 
dustrial hive. As a sovereign I ought to succeed, as 
I am skilled in pipe-laying and know well how to 
oil the machinery of life. I trust my claims for 
promotion will be fally considered.” 

There was a decided feeling of contempt when 
Yeast rose to speak. It said that good Yeast was 
always on the rise. It had been associated for a 
long time with the staff of life, and wished to say a 
good word for it. In sny future deliberations of 
this body for the selection of a king it trusted that 
it would not overlook the flower (flour) of the family. 

There were other speeches, but as the drift of 
them was somewhat similar, we will spare our readers 
a further infliction in this connection, and introduce, 
by way of biography, another participant in the pro- 
ceedings cf the convention. Soon after the departure 
of Gold and Silver in 1860, there appeared a new 
substance known as the Greenback. Wise men from 
the West had prophesied its coming, and on its ar- 
rival had fallen down and worshiped it. Like the 
baby in the manger, its physical composition was of 
the most humble character, and in its formativ proc- 
ess wae first baptized in water. Born in trouble- 
some times, it received the baptism of fire. Ia a 
miraculous way it escaped the tyrannical Herods 
who scught to destroy it. It was subject to abuse, 
and, in derision, was called the Rag Baby. Like 
the youthful Nazarene, it disputed with the learned 
and those in authoriiy, and overthrew the money- 
changers in the financial temple. It went about do- 
ing many wonderful works. It was a messenger 
bringing giad tidings to the sick and in distress, and 
joy to the needy. Had s record been kept of all its 
wonderful works no building would hav contained 
them. Like the savior of the world, it was crucified 
by the government at the demand of its chief priests 
and scribes, but rose again and appeared before the 
convention, and to such portions of them as had 
ears to hear it spoke as follows: Of myself I am 
nothing, not even a sounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbal—a mere worthless rag—-but with your in- 
dorsement I am of more value than all the gold and 
silver in the world. As your representativ I can 
level mountains and span rivers. I can restore life 
to the financially dead and feed a multitude without 
diminution. As partakers of that life which be- 
longs to all, weleome Gold aud Silver to that mutual 
sovereignty, which of right is equally yours and 
theirs, but do not bow down before any image 
whether it be in the form of golden calves or 
golden dollars. Make me your servant, but not 


In peace I am with you; in war, unlike 
Gold, I will not desert you. Investing Gold and 
Silver with special sovereignty over yourselvs, is only 
a fit accompaniment to that monarchy that still 
clings to the Old World, and is entirely out of place 
in a republic.” 

There was & disturbance in the audience at the 
speech of Greenback, and Gold, true to its instincts, 
quietly stole away. But the convention was finally 
adjourned to meet at the hustings. 

— —— ee 


Letters to Workingmen. 


I hav sought to. show that man, being in igno- 
rance, began wrong. That he was influenced in his 
thoughts and actions by false ideas. . That religion 
enslaved him by establishing an authority debasing 
in its character, engendering in his mind a belief 
that he was created by 8 God as a puppet, a play- 
thing; that he had no rights this God was bound 
to respect ; that his nature was vile—so very bad, in 
fact, that it was almost a mercy in God to damn him 
to never-ending flame. I hav sought to show that 
man is the highest result of the slow process of evo- 
lution which is summed up in the phrases, “ struggle 
for existence,” the “survival of the fittest,” and the 
“law of differentiation.” I know how inadequate 
these expressions are to convey to your mind any 
answer to the question of how things hav come fo 
be as they are. The wonderful adaptation, the 
beauty and harmony, of things about you, all sug- 
gest that there must be intelligence at work some- 
where or somehow, and while you may be, and no 
doubt are, disgusted with the pretensions of those 
who claim to know something of the will of this 
power and seek to control or direct your actions as 
agents of this intelligence; while you hav outgrown 
creeds and biblical authority, believing the book was 
written by priests to keep the people in ignorance 
and themselvs in office, still the idea of no God is 
shocking, and, like Voltaire, you think the idea of & 
God a necessity of man’s nature. But could Voltaire 
hav had the evidence we now possess of the origin 
of the God ides, and hav been familiar with the 
facts that form the evolution hypothesis, I believe 
his theory of God would hav been considerably 
modified. I advise you, friends, to get and carefully 
read Darwin’s “ Origin of Species.” The Humboldt 
Library has it in a cheap edition, as well as his later 
work, “ The Descent of Man.“ Read them carefully, 
as well as Huxley on “ Man's Place in Nature,” and 
“The Physical Basis of Life; Romanes's Evidence 
of Organic Evolution ;’ and the four essays of Th. 
Ribot, “ Diseases of Memory,” “of the Will,” “ of 
Personality,” and “The Psychology of Attention.” 
These, if carefully perused with a determination to 
know all that it is possible to know of the truth of 
our origin, will awaken such an interest in your mind 
as no work of romance ever possessed. You will be 
convinced that truth is stranger than fiction.” — 

But the story of biology is no more wonderful 
than that of astronomy, geology, and chemistry. 
Read Balfour Stewart's “ Conservation of Energy," 
Kingsley's “ Town Geology," and Proctor's Essays 
on Astronomy.” Read Miller’s “Romance of As- 
tronomy,” and you will agree with me that it dis- 
counts any work of fiction ever penned. You will 
find the study of science wonderful, grand, and in- 
teresting, but you will find no evidence of a plan or 
design, no evidence of any intelligence adapting 
ways to means; nothing but the workings of force 
on lines of least resistance. Science has demon- 
strated beyond dispute the utter impossibility of 
anything to indicate that there is in nature any will 
or desire or beneficent intention looking to the par- 
ticular good of any species or kind. True exposi- 
tion shows that the whole course of nature is one 
gigantic warfare. If we look upon it in any other 
light than as the working of unconscious force, of 
blind, impartial law, “it is bad,” as Gunning eays, 
“shockingly bad. A female buries her jawe in the 
gills of a fish and hangs there every moment of her 
life sucking the life of her host. The male buries 
his jaws in the body of the female, sucking from his 
mate the life she is sucking from the fish. Westand 
aghast before the pangs inflicted on all ranks of con- 
scious life with no compensating good to the victim, 
and no enjoyment to the parasite. . . . The 
flea that bites you is itself bitten. The flea 
that bites the flea is bitten by a biter still smaller. 
We hav taken a musketo gorged with our own blood 
and found her body covered with parasites which 
were sucking from her the blood she had drawn 
from us. . Organic nature is the war of esch 
against all.” Notwithstanding the bias of belief in 
favor of establishing the proof that everything was 
designed, it has failed, utterly failed to do so, aud 
tke course of science is now to the opposit extreme. 
Even Spencer’s ‘Great Unknown" is becoming 
more and more unknown and undemonstrable. 

And yet the old desire for a God is pervading 
much of our scientific literature to-day. And who 
can wonder, when from the great past comes 

The shudders of restraining awe, 
The slow-wept tears of contrite memory ; 
Faith’s prayerful labor, and the food divine 
Of fast ecstatic, 
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and the fact of man’s limited knowledge, his utter 
ignorance of matter and its forces, of the how and 
the why of its action! He may trace the evolution 
of the various organs ; the complicated and wonder- 
ful mechanism of the eye, the ear, and the whole 
nervous system, and acknowledge, as he must, his 
utter ignorance of why the light of the sun and the 
necessity of the animal should gtart pigment cella 
‘upon the skin which in course of generations de- 
velop organs of sight, of hearing, and all the sensa- 
tory apparatus of the nervous system. It is indeed. 
` wonderful, and the wonder is not lessened to know 
that a little intelligence applied at any stage of the 
process could hasten and improve the organization ; 
that a little “infinit wisdom” might prevent the 
faults and imperfections and diseases of parents be- 
ing transmitted to the children, even to the fourth 
generation; to know that the most perfect organ 
contains many imperfections, which infinit goodness 
would never hav allowed. Our wonder and amaze- 
ment is not lessened. But the awesome fear which 
filled our minds in contemplating a crestor is gone, 
and we are left to enjoy the beauty and harmony, 
and feel that our increasing intelligence will enable 
us to right many of the wrongs about us; and, bet- 
ter than this, to feel there is no one to blame—that 
things are as they are because, under the circum- 
stances, they could be no other. 

But the ego of man introduces a new factor in 
evolution. Man, being possessed of the highest 
intelligence, is master of the situation. No longer 
subservient to any higher being, he can pursue his 
investigation in no fear of intruding upon the domain 
of a God. And although in regard to any knowl- 
edge of infinity we are but 

An infant crying in the night, . 
An infant crying for the light, 
there is really no necessity that we should know the 
why and wherefore of matter and its laws. The 
fact of their existence, their indestructible and unere- 
atable qualities, warrant us in asserting that their 
beginning or end is an absurd and unthinkable prop- 
osition. I hav sought to show that whatever is, is 
but a modification of what was; that nature is the 
same yesterday, to-day, and forever, and human nat- 
ure is no exception to the rule. Intelligence is the 
dial that marks the progress of the ages, and shows 
the difference between ourselvs and the “gentleman 
in the dug-out.” We are as selfish in our way as he. 
We love our liberty no more and hate oppression no 
less. Ignorance prevented him, as it still prevents 
us, from grasping true principles. But as the dark- 
ness of ignorance and superstition fades, the light of 
science and right reason enables us to act more and 
more from correct principles. This is the “data of 
ethics,” the science of right conduct. Yet the change 
is almost unconscious. We still cling to theories 
which in practice we abandon. We are continually 
acting upon principles which in themselvs we repu- 
diate, and loudly applaud others which we dare not 
practice. We talk of the beauty and utility of truth, 
yet deliberately lie to our own children. We are 
continually denouncing the tyrants of church and 
state, while playing the tyrant in our own family. 
We are continually singing the praises of liberty, 
yet are continually enacting laws for its suppression. 
We talk of the degradation of slavery, and yet hold 
our wives and rear our children in its baneful bonds. 
We declaim against the evil influence of street and 
saloon in the education of our young, yet allow them 
to receive from thence the most important instruc- 
tion of their lives. We claim that knowledge is 
power and recount the beauties and utilities of an 
education, yet fear to enlighten our children on some 
of the most important truths pertaining to their 
welfare. 

I hav sought to show—and this is the essence of 
my argument—the non-existence of authority higher 
than man’s will. That, coming up as we hav from a 
common origin, there is no such thing as man acquir- 
ing rights over his fellow-man except by physical 
force; that one excels another only by force of cir- 
cumstances ; that our existence implies no obligation 
on our part, as our preference in regard to being was 
never consulted; that centered in ourselvs is God 
and king and law.” All institutions of authority 
hav come into existence by and tbrough man's en- 
deavor to rob-and enslave his fellow-men. Yet the 
robber was no worse than the slave. Ignorance and 
superstition directed alike the actions of both. And 
man is ever better than his institutions. He means 
well, but he creates a soulless monster which is for- 
ever defeating its own object. Introduced as a 
necessity, the idea becomes ingrained. A reformer 
may be tolerated, but an abolitionist must be damned. 
And this is the reason for our reverent feelings for a 
deity even though his recorded acts we hold in 
abhorrence. And this is why we are submitting to 
the outrageous system of robbery perpetrated by 
civil government. And thus I end my letter as I 
began. Man, being in ignorance, began wrong. 
And his institutions were wrong. Vet he clings to 
them still—to his early faith and necessary institu- 
tions, while admitting their manifold evil and degrad- 
ing influence. A. L. Barrov. 

Buffalo, N. Y. 


. Let Us Pray. 

O thou mighty devil! thou horny-headed and 
skinny-boned devil with a long tail and double hoof, 
thou eater of brimstone and saltpeter who breathest 
flames and smoke, thou chief of ten thousand imps 
who wadest through all the fires of the inferno with 
impunity—listen, we pray thee, to our earnest sup- 
plication and hav mercy upon us! Thou who didst 
tempt our Lord and savior Jesus Christ and set 
him up on the lightning-rod of the holy temple and 
dare him to jump down, wilt thou kindly spare us 
from a similar experience at thy hands? We beseech 
thee, O Satan! not to offer us any of the kingdoms 
of the world or any considerable portion thereof, lest 
we be tempted to either take it or slay thee. Hast 
thou not already had sufficient revenge upon us by 
robbing our dear old grandmother Eve of her virtue 
and causing her and our other ancestor to be abused 
and run out of that beautiful garden with its extra- 
ordinary and unheard-of rivers by an angry God 
who is noted for taking great offense at small things? 
Think of all the misery thou hast caused since the. 
beginning of the world—think of the manual labor 
we hav performed for thy sake! “The sweat of our 
brows” would fill the oceans, and if the real truth 
was known and the statistios published in a Prohibi- 
tion tract, ii, would be found that we hav sweat all 
the water on the earth through the pores of our 
skins several times. Be contented, we pray thee, to 
ease up on us a little space. And, O Beelzebub! we 
wish to ask one more great favor ot thee, and we ask 
it with bowed head and bended knees. We know of 
a little curly-headed, blue-eyed baby boy who is 
(according to the creed and confessions of faith) at 
this moment in thy realm of torment. He is suffer- 
ing excruciating agony and screaming with terror 
and pain. He is calling in pitiable accents to his 
papa and mamma for only one little drop of water to 
relieve him if for but a second. And, oh, we pray 
thee, Satan, please grant this one request and giv 


-him a glass of cold water for the love his parents 


bear him. We pray thee to do this one little act of 
kindness, because the dear little innocent fellow 
never did a bad act during the short space of his 
life. If it is strictly the command of God and thou 
canst not do this trifling favor, then, O Satan! can 
not his father (who is to blame for not having him 
baptized with holy water) take his place in torment? 
His father, who loves and pities him, would willingly 
suffar tortures forever, if he who is so innocent and 
80 young and so sweet could be saved from this ter- 
rible torment and his dear little eyes could be dried. 
O dear devil! wilt thou not hear and grant this our 
humble prayer for his sake, and we will serve thee 
and praise thy name forever. Amen. F. H. H.. 
St OO a 


Liberals in Convention. 
From the Denison Sunday Gazetteer. 


The second state meeting of the Liberal Associa. 

tion of Texas, took place in San Antonio, commenc- 
ing Friday, April 10th, at 10 o'clock A M., and contin- 
uing three days. There were about fifty members 
present from nearly as many portions of the state. 
The sessions tock place in the hall of the local Lib- 
eral Association, and the first meeting was called to 
order by its president, Col. George W. Sweet, who, 
after a few prefatory remarks, introduced the presi- 
dent of the Association, J. D. Shaw, of Waco. Mr. 
Shaw delivered a short and appropriate address. He 
stated the Association now numbered a little over 
five hundred members. He outlined the progress 
made the past year and reported the organization of 
six auxiliary societies. Through him the executiv 
committee made a report showing the Association to 
be in a healthy condition financially. After the ad- 
dress and the report the Association proceeded at 
once with the business before it. The secretary be- 
ing absent, Mr. A. Chapman, of San Antonio, was 
elected secretary pro tempore. The president was 
authorized to appoint a committee of seven on organ- 
ization, and he announced that he would name the 
committee in the evening. The Association was in- 
formed that an informal reception would be tendered 
the delegates at St. Leonard Hotel at 8o’clock. The 
convention then took a recess. 
„ At 3 o'clock the convention reconvened. The 
president announced the committee on organization 
as follows: Judge J. P. Richardson, of Austin; W. 
J. Allen, of San Antonio; B. C. Murray, of Denison ; 
J. A. Handley, of Moscow; George Bondies, of 
Forney; O. F. Dunn, of Uvalde, and N. Ohaddock. 
Col. G. W. Sweet was added to the committee. The 
report of the executiv committee was referred to the 
committee on organization. On motion the presi- 
dent appointed the following committee on resolu- 
tions: Messrs. A. L. Teagarden, of Austin; A. 
Chapman, of San Antonio; M. Parish, of Moscow; 
Dr. L. J. Russell, of Bell county, and Dr. W. W. 
Graves, of Whitesboro. The remsinder of the two 
hours’ session was taken up in discussing various 
suggestions for the advancement of the objects of 
the Association, and especially that of having the 
Assceiation chartered, with power to charter subor- 
dinate societies. 

The convention met Saturday at 11:30 and got 
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| down to steady work. The committee on organiza- 


tion submitted majority and minority reporte. The 
mejority report was signed by five of the seven mem- 
bers of the committee. The report was as follows: 


We recommend that this Association formally adopt the 
Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

We further recommend that the first and most important 
object of this Association is to firmly establish the base of 
operations which has been commenced by Mr. Bbaw of 
Waco. Following the action of the meeting in the summer 
of 1890, we hereby direct that the funds of the Association 
be applied to pay the debt and interest on the lot now held 
by Mr. Shaw, and to the building of a permanent cffice for 
the Zndependent Pulpit. 


The minority report was tabled. The majority 
report was then taken up. A motion was adopted 
that it be discussed by sections. The first section, 
relating to the Nine Demands of Liberalism, was ap- 
proved. A prolonged debate followed a motion to 
adopt the section relating to the disposition of the 
funds. Mr. Shaw argued against this section. He 
represented that the report pot him in a false light, 
as he did not wish the Association to assume his 
debts. The discussion was also participated in by 
Messrs. Allen, Richardson, Temple, Graves, Becking, 
Sweet, Copeland, Sevier, and Murray. On a final 
vote this section was rejected. 

The committee on resolutions submitted a report 
on the statement furnished by the executiv com- 
mittee. It was recommended that the funds now 
on hand be applied toward strengthening the Liberal 
base at Waco. This report was laid over for action 
at the afternoon session. 

At the afternoon session the report of the com- 
miftee on resolutions was taken up, and after a short 
discussion the report was adopted. 

The following resolution was offered and unani- 
mously adopted : 


Resolved, That a committee of three members, one of whom 
shall bea lawyer, be appointed, whose duty it shall be to 
draft and hav printed a form of a last will and testament, 
for the use of Liberals. The provisions of this will shall be 
so set forth as to prevent priests or parsons from making 
themselvs obnoxious at our death-beds and from holding 
funeral obsequies at our graves. 

President Shaw called the attention of the con- 

vention to the challenge of Hider L. S. Scott, a 
Oampbellite minister, who wanted a debate on relig- 
ious topics with any champicn the Liberals might 
put up. 
It was the general opinion that nothing should be 
allowed to interfere with the regular business of the 
Association, that the debate would keep, and that 
after adjournment, if Mr. Scott wanted to hav a tilt 
with a Freethinker he would be accommodated. It 
was subsequently announced that the debate would 
take place at the Opera House between Elder Scott 
and Mr. A. O. Phelps, commencing Monday night. 
Colonel Sweet tendered the use of Liberal Hall free 
to any speaker who would do battle with the Chris- 
tian. The annual election of officers was announced 
as the next thing in order. Judge J. P. Richardson, 
of Austin, was placed in nomination for the office of 
president and was elected unanimously. A. L. Tes- 
garden, also of Austin, was nominated and elected 
secretary. B. C. Murray was nominated for tress- 
urer, but by his request his name was withdrawn in 
favor of the present treasurer, Mr. T. V. Munson, 
of Denison, who was elected. 

Mr. Shaw, in a few graceful remarke, relinquished 
the gavel to his successor. A vote of thanks was 
tendered by the convention to the retiring officers. 
A motion that the secretary be instructed to Lav 
printed one thousand copies of the proceedings for 
distribution, was &dopted. The convention then ad- 
journed to meet at Mission Garden at 7:30 o'clock 
PM. At the evening session the following resolutions 
were submitted by the committee on resolutions and 
unanimously adopted: The thanks of the Association 
were given to A. O. Phelps, S. P. Putnam, Mrs. 
Mattie P. Krekel, and others, for their labors in 
Texas; resolutions of respect to the memory of Ohar. 
Bradlaugh and J. P. Mendum were passed; a resolu- 
tion encouraging the work of the Independent Pul- 
pit, and a resolution opposing the movement to hav 
the Chicago World’s Fair closed on Sundays, adopted. 
Also, that the than ks of this convention be tendered 
to the press of San Antonio for its full and accurate 
reports of the meetings. 

Friday night the Association was addressed at 
Mission Garden by Judge Richardson, of Austin, 
and Ex-Rev. M. Sevier, of Vernon; Saturday night, 
at the same place, by the president, Mr. J. D. Shaw, 
and Colonel Sweet of the local Association ; Sunday 
night, by Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel and others. After 
the lecture Saturday night the delegates were ten- 
dered a reception by the San Antonio Liberal Asso- 
ciation at -the Garden, where an excellent supper 
was served, followed by a dance. SEU 

The meetings on the whole were as harmonious as 
such gatherings usually are, and after the work was 
over, general good feeling prevailed. The lossi 
press gave the Association courteous notices, and the 
Express published very fail snd impartial reports 
every Morning during the session. The place of the 
next meeting will be announced later by the executiv 
committee. 
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Tare: are about five hundred subscribers on our 
list in arrears on their subscriptions. We hope it 
will only be necessary to say to them that we need 
the money to induce them to pay up. 

And we trust, too, they will remember that a re- 
newal and a new subscription costs but five dollars, 
and that they will take advantage of the terms and 
the occasion to help us a little. We need more sub. 
Beribers to the paper. We giv more than any other 
Freethought journal for the money, and consequently 
it costs more to publish the paper. The pictures 
alone cost some fifteen hundred dollars annually ; yet 
they are a feature that all would dislike to hav dis- 
continued. They are forcible weapons against su- 
perstition, and do their work well. But our friends 
should not forget that they cost a good deal. 

Send us your arrearages and renewal, and a new 


subscriber ! 2 
— — — ———— à 
AM of It is Good. 
From Watts's Literary Guide. 

The contents of. Taz TRUrn SRERRER ANNUAL ron 1801 are 
excellent. Miss Ida C. Craddock writes charmingly on 
* Some Alaskan Myths ;” Mr. T. B. Wakeman discourses 
eloquently ** Anent Spooks: Where are They?” while Mr. 
"Watson Heston contributes & humorous sketch entitled 
"Shoutin' Joe," being the history of a local Methodist 
preacher. The illustrations are, as usual, remarkably good. 

— 8-9 — b— — 
Liberty in Literature. 
From the Madtsonensts, Hamilton, N. Y. : 

An address delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, by 
Robert G. Ingersoll as a testimonial to Walt Whitman. That 
which has endeared the aged poet to so many is here brought 
out with all the force and beauty of the renowned orator. 
His chief characteristics are revealed and explained in a way 
that cannot fail to attract. Several poems of Whitman’s are 
given special attention. 

— 1 


The Evils of Sanday Mail. 


Mr. H. R. Schramm, of Bellbuckle, Tenn., without 
doubt a reverend, contributes to the Baptist and 
Reflector a paper on the “ Evils of Sunday Mail,” of 
go unique a character that some of its paragraphs 
are worth reproducing for the amusement of Free- 
thinkers. The first reason advanced why Sanday 
mails are evil is this: 

** 1. The temptation for Christians to set a bad example, 
and influence sinners to lose regard for the Sabbath; for if 
mail is opened on Sunday many Christians will be found at 
the post-office getting their mail, and we should set good 
examples before the world.” 

That is to say, Christians are of such weak natures, 
and their religion sits upon them so lightly, that 
they could not remain at home if they knew the 
post-office doors were open. Poor things! 

The second reason is thus outlined : 

9. Tt is injurious to the spirituality of the Christian to 
secularize his mind with Sunday mail. His Sunday paper 
is the leech that fastens himself to the Christian and draws 
out what spirituality there is in his mind, and secular things 
crowd into the mind. 

“If he is a superintendent he is so engrossed with the 
things of the world that he ie not in such a condition as he 


As . and 
Orders payable to CHARLES P. BOMBRBY. 


the day will go their holy and reverend selvs. 


of getting late to Sunday-school. 


reciting. 


them, and thus many merchants become careless and cold, 


Sunday. The mail was the serpent that poisoned them.” 


will of the Ohristian combined! 


come in and suppress the paper ! 
Poor superintendent, poor teacher, poor scholars. 
Too bad, too bad, too bad! 


mon? 
Reason three: 


** 8, The cause of Christ is injured by distributing the mail 
The people that ought to be at Sunday-school | C 
and at church congregate at the depot and then go to the 
post-office, where they remain for some time, and very few, 
if any, talking about religion. After the mail is opened the 
Sunday newspaper is examined, and then at many places it 
is too late for Sunday-school, and they get interested in the 
paper and in many instances never attend church, and so 


on Sunday. 


they can’t be reached by the preaching.” 
Ah! The Sunday mails keep people from church, 


therefore Sunday mails must go. The preachers 
must be protested by law.and brute force in their 


monopoly of one-seventh of the people's time. Mr. 
Schramm seems to think that the clergy own Sunday 
from sunrise to sunset, 

Reason four: . 

** 4. The Sabbath day is desecrated by allowing the mail 
to be distributed on Sunday. We hav six days in which we 
can get our mail and we ought not to rob the Lord of the 
seventh day. We favor having our mail on the Sabbath, and 
we thus compel the trains to run on Sunday, and work a lot 


of hands whose souls are lost, with no chance for them to 


hear preaching. Who is responsible? Are not those who 
demand the trains to run so they can get their Sunday mail? 
Christians, will your skirts be clear of their blood ?” 

We should be extremely gratified to hay Mr. 
Schramm, or anyone else, show how the Lord owns 


any more of Sunday than of any other day. If we 


are to follow his example as set forth in the Bible, he 
labored on that day; and what the Lord did certainly 
ought to be good enough for Ohristians to do. And 
if preaching saves souls, why cannot the sinner hear 
it upon some other day than Sunday, and so get to 
heaven while we get our mails ? 

The Bible says: Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy.’ People were punished in Old Testament times for 
violating the Sabbath. Is not distributing the mail on Sun- 
day a violation of the Sabbath, and can it please God for us 
to practice it ?” 

The day the people were punished for violating 
is, as everyone knows, Saturday, and not Sunday. 
Saturday is also the day the Bible commands Mr. 
Schramm to keep. Sunday has nothing to do with 
the case. 

** If Christians don’t raise their voice and use their infiu- 
ence for the observance of the Sabbath, will it be long before 
we will not hay any Sabbath ?” 

And the preachers know that with the going of 
And 
that is precisely what ails them. 

Mr. Schramm concludes his little essay with this 
exhortation to his fellow-pulpiteers : 

1. Let preachers preach against it, showing that it is 
one of the evils that should be discontinued. 

. Let all Christians keep.away from the post-ofüce 


themselvs on Sunday, so that sinners will not see any Chris. 
tians there, and thus teach them that you are willing to 
make the sacrifice to do without your mail for the love that 
you hav for the Lord’s day. 


** B. Talk with sinners during the week and invite them to 


your Sunday-school and preaching, ask them kindly to 
come to Sunday-school in place of going after the mail; 
suggest to them that it will be more profitable to them, and 


should be before his school, or perhaps his mail has made 
him late, and the scholars must learn from him the lesson 


„The same is true with the teacher. On account of this 
delay he can’t hav a word with his scholars, and he, too, is 
perhaps thinking about other things than the lesson. And 
the scholars perhaps hav been after their mail and filled 
their minds with the Sunday paper, and it unfits them for 


t The others are business men, and they perhaps get or- 
ders for goods, and while the preaching is in progress that 
has been prepared by earnest prayer and labor to benefit 
those persons, their minds are on filling these orders the 
next day, and so preaching is a noise, but does not edify 


lose thefr interest in the church, and are led off into tempta- 
tion because they were not spiritually minded enough on 


So, then, the Sunday paper is more powerful than 
the word of God, the word of the preacher, and the 
Tt knocks his 
spirituality higher than a kite, and so the law must 


And how that poor business man will everlastingly 
squirm in hell for thinking of the order he got in 
that mail and for not hearing understandingly the 
preacher's beseeching appeal for a large donation to 
the contribution-box. But if the merchant did not 
lose his interest in the church—that is to say, did 
not refuse to contribute heavily—would any preacher 
care whether he thought of his orders or of the ser- 


that they ought not to compel the. postmaster to stay there- 
on Sunday, but let him hav. a chance to go to Bunday- 
school. 

** 4. Pray over the matter, ask God to help you, and go to 
work and get up a petition, and see if you cannot get a 
majority of your corporation to sign it, and send it to the 
postmaster-general, and thus do away with this evil, which 
causes a great many other evils. Do away with it, and 
thousands of souls will be saved.“ 


Mr. Watson Heston sent us the Baptist and Re- 
flector containing Mr. Schramm’s article, and right 
across the bottom of its two columns he wrote: 
* Doesn't this damn fool need a leather medal?" We 
are compelled to answer Mr. Heston’s ages query 
in the afirmativ. 


To Think About. 


In Tus Terors Szrxra of January 10th we printed 
what to the average unthinking mortal was some 
queer statistics relating to the people confined in the 
Kansas penitentiary at Leavenworth. Old-fashioned 
notions concerning the incentiv to crime and regard- 
ing the environments and conditions of those found 
in prisons were set aside as erroneous, and the stu- 
dents of sociology found from the figures that they 
must begin all over again. The report showed 


Prisoners whose parents were church-members............ 500 
*  pon-church-members...... 
ef who did not know anything about it. ............ 


The denominations of these parental sponsors 


Methodist. 7 
Baptist 8 
Presbyterian s 1 
United Presbyterian...... 4 
Cum De And Pres'terian. 1 
ON 10 


More than one-half of the prisoners belonged to 
some churches, the Methodists leading. More than 
two to one—500 to 244—attended Sunday-school 
regularly in their younger days; the parents of 
more than one-half were total abstainers from liquor ; 
about one-half were themeelvs total abstainers; there 
were only ten whose ancestry was criminal; the coun- 
try had been the homes of one-third more than had 
lived in cities; nearly one-half were too pious to 
gwear; most of them had had good associations, had 
stayed in the house nights, and were of stable dispo- 
sition. 

By way of the Globe of Tacoma, Washington, we 
now get the figures from the Pennsylvania peniten- 
tiary, which curiously corroborate those from Kan- 
sas. Daring 1890 there were two hundred and 
ninety prisoners received. There were pious as 
follows: ] 
c 97 | United Brethren............ 6 


Catholics. ..................... 
Methodists.................... 91 | Episcopalians................ b 
Lutherans........ .......-.-... 25 Scattering. . . . . 18 
Presbyterians.... ............ 25 | No denomination.......... 10 
Baptists . . 

On the temperanes question they were equally 


strong : 


52 | Occasional drinkers....... 
91 | Habitual drinkers.......... 25 


All but forty-two had attended school; all but one 
had a trade, and two-thirds of them lived with par- 
ents until they were old enough to leave school. 
During the two years this report covers the prisoners 
borrowed from the prison library, books as follows: 
History, 2,428; biography, 3,352; science, 4,848 ; 
morals, 1,512; poetry, 1,029 ; fiction, 11,810; and it 
is apparent that & good many hours were spent in 
reading. 

This is as startling an upset of preconceived no. 
tions as the figures of the Leavenworth institutions. 
In that case it was found that temperance parents 
furnished more criminal children’ than drinking par- 
ents; that only a very few of the criminals were 
such through heredity; that the country breeds 
criminals faster than the city, while the towns make 
boys comparativly moral; that but very few could 
trace their downfall to bad associates ; and that most 
of the prisoners had usually spent their evenings at 
home. In this we find fourteen-fifteenths of the 
criminals church-members, almost as great a propor- 
tion educated, about one-fifth total abstainers, and 
but one-twelfth habitual drinkers, all but one with 
some trade or occupation, and almost all hav had 
home training. 

In commenting upon the figures of the first re- 
port, we said: “ All these things are ao different from 
the prevalent idea that a study of them will incline 
one to question either the value of statistics or of a 
‘simple Christian life" In giving publicity to the 
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figures of the Pennsylvania institution, the Tacoma | further notice. The -Brooklyn Presbyterian’s ‘ arguments” 
Globe thus moralizes: If these same ratios hold are 80 completely demolished in “ Ingersoll on Talmage "— 
good in other states, our students of morality had | aud he has given no new ones—that it is worth no one's 
best giv the statistics close attention and readjust Thile to assail him now. There is no need of killing the 

certain prevalent beliefs, Pennsylvania is doubtless sats 
no worse and no batter than other states, but 8 palis 37 M alic fere prede: 
the idea of a state penitentiary filled with sober, edu- | is a woman's place or within a woman's capacity to do 80. 
cated, industrious, well-trained church-members cer- | I fully agree with St. Paul in his estimate of a woman's 
thinly offers food for thought." i powers and duties.” The Troy Press adds to this sentiment : 
It is funny, isn’t it? * For a woman with a reputation Mrs. Cooke is most meek 
— —9-9-99———— ——— and submissiv—on paper. She acknowledges voting to be 

A Nice Scheme Proposed. 


beyond a woman's capacity, and with Bt. Paul thinks that 
The Romish church in Pennsylvania is endeavor- 3 1 e ber bor hi pi 
ing to introduce the " Poughkeepsie plan" of oper- 

ating publie-parochial schools into that state. In 
the state senate two weeks ago Mr. Hall of Elk 
county introduced a preamble and resolution, with a 
view to meking laws in harmony therewith, of which 
the following is the nub: 

** Resolved (if the House concur), that a joint committee of 
six be appointed whose duty it shall be to confer with the 
managers of such denominational schools throughout the 
state, in order to learn if some feasible plan may be adopted 
whereby the control of such schools may be given over to 
the various school boards, to become a part of the public 
school system and be made practically non-sectarian, 80 as 
to come within the meaning of the constitution, and if so, to 
draft and report a bill to secure that end.” 

At the same time an act was proposed qualifying 
all who hav been parochial school-teachers to con- 
tinue their work without submitting to examination. 
This of itself is a monstrous proposal, for the average 
parochial school-teacher needs to go to school her- 
self for several years before being placed in a position 
to tesch others. 

The plan which the managers of the denomina- 
tional schools desire to see adopted by the state is to 
let the state support the schools, make them unde- 
nominational during a portion of the school hours, 
afterward allowing the teachers, who are to be rec- 
ommended for appointment by the priests, to detain 
the children for instruction in sectarian religion. 
The schools will, therefore, as & Philadelphia Prot. 
estant journal points out, to all intents and purposes 
remain Roman Catholic schools, under the nominal 
control of the school board for certain hours, but 
with the priests as the power behind the throne dic- 
tating the appointment of teachers and using the 
schoo! to train a generation who shall be thoroughly 
subservient to the Roman church and available in 
any emergency for priestly or ecclesiastical use. 

The ingeniousness of the plan is worthy its Jesuit- 


ical source! 
— — —— 
Editorial Notes. 

PkRHAPS some of our readers can help our religious friends 
to some information. Mr. F. G. McCauley, of Fredericks- 
burg, O., desires information upon this point: Are there 
any well-authenticated cases of persons rescued from the 
drink habit relapsing into it through the use of fermented 
wine at the communion table ?” 


— ͤ — 
An Omaha Universalist preacher thinks —or says, rather 
that Barnum was an agent in the hand of God " to amuse 
people. What, was God the principal behind Barnum in 
the show business? We are willing to admit that Barnum 
was a Universalist, which isn’t enough of a Christian sect 
to hurt, but we deny that God was running a circus under 
his name. 
Tar following notice appeared in the Denver newspapers 


recently : 

„Hon. Josèph Wolfe, of Boulder, who has been for forty years 
an Atheist, and was recently converted to & belief in God through 
Christian science, will lecture at Woodmen's Hall, Charles block, 
on Sunday morning at 110'olook. His subject will be The Nug- 
get of Gold and the Priceless Pearl.’ ” , 


Who in thunder is the Hon. Joseph Wolfe, of Boulder ? 


THE Montreal weekly Witness says: The Freethought 
establishment on Fleet street, London, has been closed. It 
has been for years the propagator of Atheistic literature, and 
has long been identified with the name of Mr. Charles Brad- 
laugh. The reason for closing it is that there is now 80 little 
demand for the kind of publications in which it dealt that it 
did not pay. The rage for its issues, which at one time was 
80 extensiv, has ceased." This is a very misleading atate- 
ment. Only the store has been givenup. As much heresy 
comes from the Secularists of London now as at any previ- 
ous time, and the National Secular Society is in a flourishing 
condition. 


Waar a dreadful muss there is in “thé church” these 
perilous days, exclaims the Banner of Light. Ministers are 
called to account for alleged immoral conduct, while others 
are accused of stealing, etc. Now we find that the New 
York presbytery has appointed a committee to examin the 
alleged heretical utterances of Dr. Charles A. Briggs! And 
next comes a protest against Rev. Heber Newton and two 
other New York Episcopal ministers, for inviting outside 
clergymen to take part in Lenten services in their churches. 
Inthe mean time it is mooted by some of the orthodox clergy- 
men of Boston that Rev. Mr. Savage’s last Sunday’s sermon 
was rank Infidelity. l 


SE PS 

Tue Independent publishes a collection of opinions epis- 
copal and archiepiscopal regarding the opening of the 
Chicago World’s Fair on Sundays. Of course the consen- 
sus is against such opening, and the reasons vary all the way 
from the usual hypocritical plea of love for the workingman 
to the brutally frank but honest expression that the day be- 
longs to the Lord, known in this country as the '' clergy.” 
The most curious thing about the symposium is that the 
Independent should regard it as of any value. As well ask 
the miser to giv up his gold, or the king his scepter, as to 
ask the preachers to relinquish the only day on which they 
amount to anything. 


Tue Independent complains that the mission for converting 
Jews in 8t. Mark’s place, this city, conducted by the Rev. 
Jacob Freshman, never givs in its annual reports any sta- 
tistics of conversion or names of converts or account of finan- 
cial receipts or expenditures.” This is the mission which 
our Jewish friend Benjamin has so often attacked in these 
columns and elsewhere. It isa good sign that the conscience 
of at least one Protestant editor has been pricked. And now 
that Howard Crosby is dead perhaps the mission will be not 
so well protected as formerly, and that inquiring contrib- 
utors can find out how many indigent Jews their contribu- 
tions hav purchased. : 


parts of the Bible. 
that of which we know not the author. 


lieve. "Thestory of Solomon and his concubines makes that 
worthy man out to be no better than Brigham Young, and 


ruthless slaughterer. 


Tnx editor of the Twentieth Century says: As I hav said any subject." 


again and again, in spite of disappointed contributors, I 
think we do liv up to our motto: ‘Hear the Other Side.“ 
The Twentieth Century brags more about its liberality and 
practices it leas than any other journal coming to this office, 
with the exception possibly of Mr. Tucker's Liberty. Tue 
Tnurg SEEKER is the only journal which absolutely does 
what the others ostentatiously pretend to do. 


for four years. 


means new pavements, rapid transit, improved public facil- 
ities for business and consequent commercial prosperity. 


FREETHINKERS everywhere will be sorry to learn that 
Colonel Ingersoll has been seriously ill for several days, but 
glad to know that he is now able to sit up and is convales- 
cent. ‘The Sun calls it a narrow escape, as the illness was 
an inflammation of the appendjx vermiformis, believed to be 
caused by the intrusion of a foreign body. Narrow escape 
or not, everyone who knows Colonel Ingersoll breathes a 
great big breath of joy to know that he is out of danger and 
out of bed. : 


Tue Rev. Mr. Talmage has broken loose again in a series of 
sermons on = the ten plagues of the cities." One of his 
** plagues ” is ** Infidelity, the Mother of all Plagues.” It 
is but a condensed repetition of his harangs against Colonel 
Ingersoll some years ago, and is not, in our opinion, worth 


altogether the Quaker City will strive hard to keep up with 
sister cities in the race for wealth and population. But in 
all these ambitions and hopes the moral and religious element 
is sadly wanting. In the secular press and in official utter- 
ances there is absolutely no recognition of a great city's 
responsibility to God. The lesson which God taught to Nin- 
eveh, and through Nineveh to the world, has not been learned 
by Philadelphia. Whose voice is heard in tne city councils 
advocating measures for the promotion of good morals, for 
the more effectiv employment of our public schools for the 
formation of right character, for the suppression of blas- 
phemy, gambling, and licentiousness? Yet these are the 
great interests, beside which smooth pavements and elevated 


Tue Rev. Howard McQueary, of Canton, O., convicted 
Episcopalian heretic, lectured before the Nineteenth Century 
Club recently. One of the paragraphs in his speech was 
this: Nobody knows who wrote Genesis and many other 
Certainly you cannot ask us to believe 
Another reason 
why doubt and disbelief exist is the moral depravity of some 
of the statements that unintelligent men would hav us be- 


David’s invocation of the wrath of heaven upon his enemies 
and their children, paints the Psalmist in the colors of a 
When with these facts are coupled the 
grotesque legends of Samson, of Balsam, and of the resur- 
rection of the dead when Christ was crucified, I do not see 
how thinking men can believe, These writings do not speak 
to us with the authority of the infallible oracle of God. I 
was taught, as you were, to believe them in toto, but when 
I found that they were written by men, and very fallible 
men at that, then I declined to accept their fpse dizits on 


Tux Christian Statesman wails: '* A new administration 
for the city of Philadelphia went into power at noon on Mon- 
day of last week, Edwin 8. Stuart taking the office of mayor 
He is a representativ of the New Philadel- 
phía, a cry which has awakened much enthusiasm. It 


The harbor is to be deepened and improved by the general 
government at an expense of some million of dollars, and 


railroads and deeper water fronts, and even purer water and 
more brilliant gaslights sink into utter insignificance.” These 
opinions show to what utter imbecility a thorough and im- 
plicit belief in Christianity reduces people. 


OF the refusal of the faculty of Cornell College to invite 


Colonel Ingersoll to deliver the address at the annual com- 
mencement the Seattle Telegraph says: The faculty of 
Cornell University has decreed that Col. Robert G. Inger- 
soll cannot be invited by the senior class of that institution 
to deliver the annual commencement lecture on law. One 
ridiculous professor assumes to put it on the ground that the 
-colonel is not a lawyer, only an ‘advocate’ at the bar, noth- 
ing but a pleader, not doctor enough in the great principles 
of law to be called in on such an important occasion. 
this, of course, isa subterfuge. 
Colonel Ingersoll is not supposed to be sound enough in his 
orthodox views to suit the precise gentlemen who preside 
over Cornell. As they are the dictators in this matter thelr 
embargo stands, but it will strike folks in this big country as 
a very contracted blue-law decree unworthy the mental and 
moral breadth of an American university of the nineteenth 
century. 
and taste, would not be likely to crowd his views on relig- 
ion, whatever they may be, into a lecture on law, and, 
whether he be a great lawyer or only an ‘advocate,’ it is 
entirely safe to assume that he could teach even the senior 
class at. Cornell a few points about law. They believed he 
could, and were willing to run the risk, but the faculty, act- 
ing as their mental and moral nurse, has interdicted the 
lecture because of 
views. 


But 
The actual reason is that 


Colonel Ingersoll, being a man of good breeding 


the lecturer’s orthodox religious 
What is law, anyhow? Is it some sort of a 
religious affair? Not by any means. All over the civilized 


world of Christendom to-day law has been divorced from 


all connection with creeds. It governs the relations of 
citizens to one another and to the state in which they liv; to 
the obligations of contracts, to the whole fleld of civil duties 
that confront a man in his capacity as a citizen. It is purely 
a civil affair. To prescribe a religious qualification for a 
lecturer on law is as nonsensical as to require a lecturer on 
art to be a church deacon. The simple fact is that Cornell 
has written itself down an ass. Colonel Ingersolbs civil 
character, whatever may be thought of his religious views, 
is above reproach. No scandals, domestic or public, taint 
his career. He pays his debts, obeys the laws, loves his 
family, helps the poor, defends the weak, and minds his own 
business.” Colonel Ingersoll has heretofore seemed to hav a 
tender spot in his heart for Cornell because, we suppose, he 
thought it was a Liberal University. We should like to hear 
him make a remark or two now about those professors. 


Mrs. Annie Bzgant's lecture tour in this country has so 
far been highly successful, though probably few hav been 
converted to Theosophy even by her persuasiv eloquence 
and gentle pleading. She has received a most generous 
welcome from the press and the people, her work for the 
poor school-children and the working-women of London en- 
dearing her tọ all humane Americans, while her prominence 
as a Freethinker and later as a disciple of Madam Blavatsky 
makes her an object of newspaper fame. Mrs. Besant is 
not quite satisfied with the Bradlaugh Memoria! Hall proj- 
ect, as she thinks other Radicals besides Secularists would 
contribute could they be assured of a voice in its manage- 
ment, and she deprecates the exclusiv position assumed by 
the National Secular Society of England in regard to it. 
Her own views are given in this circular: 

t It has been felt by a number of Freethinkers outside the 
National Secular Society organization that, as Freethought 
is a wider thing than any society, it would be well that 
Freethinkers, who owe 80 much to Charles Bradlaugh’s long 
Struggle for freedom of speech and life-long attacks on su- ` 
perstition, should find means of testifying their gratitude 
and honoring his memory by some step over and above the 


-establishment of the proposed Memorial Hall, the control of 


which is to be entirely in the hands of members of the Na- 
tional Secular Society. As the closest friend and colleague 
of Mr. Bradlaugh since 1874, and as excluded from the 
Memorial committee by the National Secular Society, I hav 
been casting about for some way to do honor to his mem- 
ory. He dearly loved his books, and would hav bitterly 

rieved over their dispersion; yet they must be sold to pay 
the liabilities incurred by us in the service of Freethought. 
It would hav rejoiced him to think that these books, 
gathered by so much self-denial, and forming a splendid 
reference library for the Radical and the Freethinker, should 
bs placed as the Bradlaugh Library’ in some central place 
open to all who desire to study. So I suggest to my fellow- 
Freethinkers and to the Radicals, excluded like myself from 
coöperation with the Memorial committee, that we should 
raise £1,000, purchase his library, and vest its ownership 
and control in trustees, bound not to allow any sectarian 
barriers to shut any student out from its use. I know this 
would hav pleased him living; and it will therefore be a 
pride and a pleasure to me to help in doing it for him dead. 
The Bradlaugh Library will thus help in the education of 
the people he loved and served, and will so do him honor in 
the way he would hav best liked. The Bradlaugh Library 
might well be placed in the Memorial Hall, if there should 
be & suitable room in connection with it, and if arrangements 
could be made for the free admission of all alike. If this 
condition could not be secured, the trustees would hav to 
make other arrangements.” 

That Mrs. Besant feels keenly the loss of Mr. Bradlaugh 
is evident from her tender manner of speaking of him and 
the restrained quiver of the lip when alluding to his death. 
The party, too, she thinks, will miss him, though Mr. Foote, 
the present president of the Secular Society, she holds to be 
a very able man. But the work done by the Freethought party 
in the past was largely due to the personal genius of Mr. 
Bradlaugh, and it is difficult to fill his place. Mrs. Besant 
is under the management, while in this country, of Mr. 
Judge, the secretary of the Theosophical society. She has 
lectured several times in this city, and in Washington, and 
is now in Boston. Her subjects are political and theosoph- 


ical. 
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‘Zetters from friends. | 


‘Braver DAM, Wis., April 11, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: Inclosed you will find $5. 50—the $5 to 
renew my subscription for two years, and fifty cents to 
Watson Heston's pictures. I wish you all the highest pros. 
perity, also all true Liberals throughout the world. 
A seeker after truth, Mrs. D. MOMILLAN. 


West BROORLTN, Irr., April 11, 1891. 


Mr. EpiTOR: I wish you could afford to print the picture 


on the first page of No. 15 one extra for every subscriber, 
and let them show it to their neighbors, and then let them 
send it to Wanamaker. Ask in your next who will giv a 
little to cover expense. I will, for one. 

U. R. PATOHEN, M.D. 


Mr. Jaogson, Va., April 11, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find check for $4— $3 for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, 25 cents for the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1891, 
and 75 cents for the pictures, as Ido not want them stopped. 
Iam sorry to see five hundred of your subscribers owing for 
the best paper now published. Ido not think they can be 
very good Liberals, or they would certainly pay for TRR 

Trura SEEKER. Yours truly, LEONARD WALTERS. 


CorznipGE, CAL., April 5, 1891. 
MR. EprroR: Your paper has been a great benefit to me 
for the last three years, or about so. Your paper contains a 
great deal of good brain food, that is healthy food, that is 
easily digested. It has whetted my conscientious scruples to 
quite a keen edge. It has expanded my brain. It has en- 
larged my circle of acquaintances. It has taught me to re- 
spect myself, and by 80 doing I hav gained the respect of 

others. With love for Tux TRUTH SEEKER, I conclude. 
A. W. MoLEAN. 


Burprzy Port, Mo., April 4, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find stamps for the TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL for 1891. I hav only been a subscriber to TRR 
TRUTH SzrKER for the past year. I derive much pleasure in 
reading it. I lend it to some of my friends to read. We 
hav a little band of Liberals at this place. We meet twice 
each month. And as one of our members and lecturers will 
soon leave this part, we will hav to depend on TRR TRUTH 
SEEKER to fill his a E Long liv Heston and TRE TRUTH 


SEEKER. W. S. Mitts. 
San ANTONIO, Tzx., April 11, 1891. 
Mr. Eviror: We hav taken TRE TRUTE SEEKER ever since 


just after the pictures began. Isend my papers to Baltimore 
when I hav read them, and I gave all our old papers to Dr. 
York for distribution. My husband opened up the field here 
for the doctor, who has proved a great success. The Liber- 
als are in full blast, and dedicated their new hall last 
Wednesday. 

I forgot to say that it was the pictures which caught my 
husband's eye, and the monkey won his heart, and so he 
mune the acquaintance of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 

VIRGINIA DONALDSON. 


HunriNGTON, W. Va., April 19, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: My trip to the Puget sound country was not 
very encouraging on account of dull times. Work is very 
slack on eccount of the place being boomed by advertis- 
ments of real estate agents. Generally the flow of immi- 
grants to that place is immense, mostly of people who 
depend on day's work. There is not work for nearly all 
that go there. I think it is time that it should be checked. 
Men are being deceived with the promis of large pay and 
steady work. A consultation with men who hav been there 
the last five months is pitiful indeed. It has proved a waste 

of time and money and disappointment. H. S. SMITHERS. 


OBITUARY. 
‘Lacon, Irr., April 11, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: I hold Taz TRUrRH Sxxkzz in the very high- 
est favor. Iam very sorry to tell you—though you may 
hav already been apprised of it—you hav lost a noble sub- 
fCriber in Lacon, and we hav lost one of our best and most 
useful citizens, a man who carried the true brand which 
characterizes the Freethinker everywhere—a man well 
known for his sound and practical common sense, and his 
boldness and independence in the expression of his antago- 
nism and hatred of the orthodox religion. Such a man was 
George Johnson, who died a few weeks ago of heart disease 
in Lacon. With plenty of such men, societies and govern- 
ments would flourish and prosper. D. D. Owsn. 


OBITUARY. 
Rook ron, April 12, 1891. 

Mz. Epor: I wrote to inform you of the death of Mr. 
Whipple Gibson, a subscriber to Tax TRUTH SEEKER ever 
since it started. He died on the 24th of March, aged 
seventy-two. He was sick just one week of la grippe. Up 
to that time he seemed in perfect health. He was an out- 
spoken Liberal—never concealed his views from anyone. 
He was intelligent. He was kind to everyone, always reach- 
ing out his hand to help the oppressed. He practiced the 
Golden Rule—did unto others as he would like them to do 
unto him. So he passed away, his life filled with good deeds. 
He had no fear of what the future would bring. If it was 
life, he would redeem it; if oblivion, he was satisfied. I 
thought his death ought to be noticed in the paper he loved 
80 well. Respectfully, Mns. S. B. MILLER. > 


` Laga Crry, Ia., April 9, 291. 
Mz. Epirog: What is the matter with Holy John? Has 


an examination of the book you so kindly and generously 
called his attention to taken his breath entirely? It could 
hardly be wondered at. I made an investigation of that old 
musty, corrupt book about thirty years ago, and I think I 
hav never felt quite so well since. And what would be the 
result on a man strung with catgut nerves like Holy John? 
There is any amount of passages in that book that would 
almost sicken a respectable dog. But let us, by all means, 
when Holy John properly recovers, hav his report, let it be 
good or bad; that much he surely cannot refuse to a confid- 
ing people. We feel, Eugene, that you hav been quite faith- 
ful in presenting your case to pious John, but still insist that 
you call his attention occasionally to the matter, and the 
lovers of justice and good morals will thank you kindly for 
so doing. 

Find money inclosed for paper, picture book, and ANNUAL. 

Respectfully yours, J. L. TOMPKINS. 


Krexsvittz, Mo., April 11, 1891. 

MR. Eprror: As au interchange of views concerning a 
Liberal badge-pin has been solicited, I will giv a few thoughts 
concerning the subject. Being a jeweler, I hav kept pins 
representing the pansy for sale for years, and they are pur- 
chased by parties without regard to organizations or classes 
of any kind. You will see by the newspaper slip inclosed 
that we hav a store here called the Pansy: 

Go to the Pansy drug-store for paints, oils, and varnishes. 
First door east of post-office. 

The pansy is a beautiful flower, but as a pattern for 
a Liberal badge-pin, for the purpose of recognizing each 
other without some motto of distinction, it would be 
useless. There are several Liberal badge-pins on the 
market now, and others may follow, and those who wish 
to buy-can take their choice. And now, concerning the 
pansy and the secretaryship, I think all hav expressed 
their honest convictions, so let us move along smoothly. 

Ere this reaches you it will be four months since I was 
crushed down through fire by falling walls. I am still con- 
fined on my back in bed. For a long time it seemed as if I 
was on an equilibrium between life and death, but now the 
forces of nature, though weak, hav turned the scale in my 
favor. I had given directions concerning my funeral—that 
my body should not be taken into any church, nor should 
any minister take part in the services—though this was 
hardly necessary, as my wife would not hav suffered it. 

I would suggest that Mr. Heston hereafter represent those 
orthodox birds called angels with a tail of feathers, as a 
bird cannot fly or guide itself without a tail. Wm. HART. 


OBITUARY. 
Le MARES, I., April 15, 1891. 

Mz. EprroR: By to-day's mail I send you a copy of the 
Le Mars Sentinel containing a short notice of the sudden 
death of my father, L. W. Sibley, which occurred on the 
28th of last month. With a competency of this world’s 
goods, gained by honest toil, he was living a quiet, peaceful 
life at his pleasant country home, apparently in full health, at 
the age of sixty-six years, when he passed away after a brief 
illness of an hour and a half. Rheumatism or neuralgia of 
the heart is supposed to hav been the cause of his death. I 
shall not attempt to portray the grief of his family at the 
sudden and unexpected separation. No one knows the 
depth of such grief until taught by just such experience. He 
was an exceptionally good man, loved and respected by all 
who knew him. His record was clear, his character above 
reproach. Honest, industrious, temperate in all things, with 
the highest sense of justice and integrity, he practiced what 
he believed, and lived a pure, clean, fearless life. He was a 
true Liberal in the fullest sense of the term, jealous of. his 
own rights, but equally cautious of encroaching upon the 
rights of another. The weak and struggling always found 
sympathy and help in the man, outspoken in opinion and 
fearless in the discharge of duty. His orthodox friends could 
find no fault with him except as to his belief. In religion he 
was an Agnostic, but a great admirer of Mr. Bennett and 
his works. The funeral services consisted chiefly in the 
reading of Mr. Bennett’s oration, nearly complete, as found 
in the Truth Seeker Collection of Forms and Hymzs,” by 
our friend and family physician, Dr. A. P. Bowman. All 
the good words in that oration were never more fittingly 
pronounced. The subscription lists of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
will show the name of L. W. Sibley away back in its infancy 
and on down to the present time. But his life’s work is 
done, and he has gone to the great unknown where we must 
all soon follow. If there is a future life, there my noble 
father will be found in his place among the true and good. 
Proud of his name and deeply grateful for such a parent, my 
ambition shall be to cherish his memory and emulate the ex- 
ample of his well-spent life. C. H. ÑIBLEY. 


Corouso, CEYLON, Feb. 28, 1891. 

Mr. Eorrok: Though I am in Ceylon, I find it extremely 
hard to be without TRE TRUTH SEK RR. I find some of your 
Christian preachers touched our island on various occasions 
and uttered the greatest amount of lies in public places 
(Christian) regarding the Freethinkers of America, and it is 
therefore necessary that an Agnostic should be a subscriber 
to Tas Teora SEEKER, so that he may be prepared with the 
latest news from your quarters. These divine people never 
giv correct account of your doings whenever they happen 
to land here. 2 

On one occasion, I remember, one Dr. Scott, who visited 
Ceylon, gave a lecture to a Christian audience in connection 
with the Young Men's Christian Association, and boldly de- 
clared that Freethought was dying in America, and that the 
Freethinkers are not able to carry any of their works suc- 
cessfully. He said that the Paine Hall is in the hands of the 
Christians, the Freethinkers being unable to keep itup. A 
lawyer friend of mine, who happened to be present at this 


meeting, called on me the next day, and inquired if there 
was any truth re the Paine Hall; unluckily for the doctor, I 
knew all about the Appleton church difficulty from the 
Boston Investigator here. I called on the doctor, and met 
him at the Salvation Army barracks. Ispoketo him and 
told him that he bad been telling the p2 ple of Colombo some 
untruth, and made him understand that he would not hav 
been very happy if I had been in the audience at the time. 
I asked him what made him say that Paine Hall was sold to 
Christians, when we received news from the same place. 
weekly. His answer was that he read it somewhere, but 
was not sure. I had to explain to the man that the editor of 
the Boston Investigator had to shelter some Christians till 
they were able to find out another place, etc. The man 
opened his eyes and expressed his regret, and promised to 
recant in the Christian papers the next day; but when I 
called on him at the hotel, he was non est. This was some 
years ago. So you see what a good thing it is to keep read- 
ing your papers. I hav been meeting several others since. 
You hav evidently heard of the death of Mr. Charles 
Bradlaugh. Freethinkers all over the world suffer a great 
loss. I expect Colonel Ingersoll to pay a tribute to this great 
man's memory. If it is so, please do not fail to let me pos- 
sess One copy at least. Yours faithfully, M. C. GERRRA. 


MONTPELIER; IND., March 18, 1891. 

Mr. Enprtror: It has been quite a while since I hav writ- 
ten a letter to Tue TguTH SERRKRR family. I hav been an 
invalid for more than a year and my lease on earth life all 
the time slipping by. Perhaps my Teura SERRER friends 
wil remember me as an avowed Spiritualist, but I hav an 
orthodox brother by consanguinity that is intensely,con- 
cerned about my soul’s welfare. Had I better pray, “ Good 
God, good devil,” and be on the right side at all events, and 
get some old mossback conch-shell with more noise than 
brains to take me through the goose-pond and giv me a 
through ticket on the Frog Fur line to the golden city of the 
New Jerusalem—then if ** one misses and the other fails? I 
wil beallright? Come to think of it, I might find some 
disadvantages when I get there. If God's countemance is 
brighter than the shining sun, reflecting on those golden 
seats, they might absorb more warmth than would be com- 
fortable. I know what a mowing-machine metal seat is like 
after dinner of a clear day. And then I might get a little 
tired of the monotony of those harps after a few million 
years. But perhaps my ticket might take me to the other 
place, and according to Jonathan Edwards that would be 
terrible. What kind of a God would it take to make 
Ed wards's kind of a hell and make man with the decree that 
ninety-nine out of each hundred shall go there for his (God’s) 
own glory? My chance for heaven is one out of a hundred 
at best, and when I get there it is doubtful whether it will 
pay to bold possession. To sum it up, I guess I will accept 


the Spiritual doctrin that man first existed on earth in a 


primitiv condition and is being educated up to a higher 
estate and has eternity in which to grow, only removing 


‘from the primary to the higher school when leaving the 


mundane sphere. H. Wettstein may think I would get a 
little crowded, but philosophy teaches that space i8 without 
bounds and it and matter are exactly equal. At all events, I 
hav faith in the future rather than in the orthodox scrap- 
book of the past. WILLIAM ALLEN. 


i ' RoonxeTER, MIOB., April 14, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrog: I was very sorry that Sister Ella Gibson did 
not choose to tell Brother Willis what she has so long known 
about that mysterious force that she is so sure spirits hav 
nothing to do with. If Mr. Willis is not in a proper state of 
mind to hear her, doubtless there are many others of your 
readers who would listen very attentivly to her. If she per- 
sists in withholding her information, as hinted, until the 
Other party converts all the scientists, philosophers, and 
non-believers generally to his way of thinking, I fear it will 
be so long a time that table-tipping or some other equally 
tabooed method will only be left her through which to 
communicate. 

I was much interested in the article in THE TRUTH SEEKER 
taken from the New York Herald, entitled, ** Christianity 
Charged with Plagiarism,” but was not the conclusion a non 
sequiter ? The writer seemingly pointed out enough of dam- 
aging parallels in the reputed teachings and lives of Buddha 
and Jesus in the body of his argument to consign the latter 
to the limbo of myths, and by inference the system founded 
thereupon to that of gigantic frauds, yet in his summing up 
he rallies to the rescue of the popular belief, as follows: A 
sublime spectacle is the historical Jesus standing among the. 
limestone hills of Palestine planning his great battle," etc. 
Indeed? And so, after showing that the thrilling story of 
the Swiss patriot was of mystical origin, as has admittedly 
been done time and again, that in its leading features it has 
come from one nation and people to another, ringing along 
down through the centuries, forsooth having in the distant 
past the far-away plains of central Asia for its birthplace; 
might not one as consistently add the following: A sublime 


spectacle is the historical William Tell standing there in the 


market-place of Altorf, with bow and arrow in hand, plan- 
ning to hit the apple and miss the head of his boy. , 
After reading it I could but wish that some modern Anti- 
christ or Illinoisan Dr. Brown would review Baron Hickey’s 
article in some future number of TuE TRUTA SEEKER. 
C. H. GRERNR. 


ALLIANOE, O., April 14, 1891. 
MR. EpbiTOR: I meet your valuable paper here, as I do in 
scores Of cities where I lecture and labor in reform. Iam 
here temporarily from Chicago, where I began editing and 
publishing the Mental Science Magazine in 1884. I hav been 
constantly in that wing of reform since it began its public 
career, but during these years and before I hav toiled much 
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in the cause of advanced Spiritualism. I heartily esteem | but there are others who accept the deistic theory, and, like | will interfere with the commissioners nor board of directors 
the work these two armies are doing in reform. Theosophy | Voltaire and Paine and scores of other eminent Freethinkers, in this matter. The directors hav intimated to the brewers, 
is entitled also to receive great credit by all who look deeply | hav a speculativ belief in an all-pervading intelligence which | Tho threaten to withdraw their 300,000 eres age ote 
into her grand work and fraternal unions. Feeling the reed | “ rules by general, not by partial laws.” dg 55; usui af the continental Sunday 
of her wisdom and help I took membership in her tried and | Our constitution says: We hold it to be self-evident that | will inevitably fasten it upon this country and become the 

true brotherhood, and can say she has food strong enough | he who most conscientiously performs the duties of this life | sure precursor of its downfall. . 
for the most advanced. is best fitted to enter into a higher state if he is still to exist.” ; 

Iam pleased to note a more fraternal feeling of late between | Is this a denial of future existence? Our constitution de- April 15, 1891. 
the Agnostics and the Spiritualists at large. This has inter- | clares it to be “the inalienable right of every rational being | Me. Eprror: I wish to say to Mr. Wettstein that I hav 
ested me anew in the great work they are to accomplish | to investigate and decide for himself all questions pertaining | neither “begged the question," '* dodged the issue,” “ wrig- 
unitedly for reform. I hay just sent in my name for. mem- | to his present or future welfare.” Does this look like a desire | gled nor wiggled.” Both in intent and in fact, Brother 
bership in the Brotherhood of Moralists at Hannibal, Mo., | to suppress investigation? Are our enemies so blinded by | Wettstein, I treated your arguments with perfect fairness. 
and now that it represents a large and national body of | prejudice that they could not see these passages, or hav | I met every proposition you made with the “ figures, data, 
Agnostics, and that its aims are so aggressiv and grand, I | they purposely ignored them? We solicit criticism, but it and mathematical demonstration” to which you appealed, 
am pleased and strengthened because of enrolment therein. | is to be hoped that the next writer who attacks us will make and I proved your positions and assumptions to be utterly 
In doing this it is not to cease the fraternal relations and | a truthful statement of our position, supported by quotations | absurd and preposterous. And you, without attempting to 
needed help I obtain from these other great wings of Liberal | from our constitution, a copy of which can be obtained, analyze my arguments, and demonstrate on scientific prin- 
thought, but to gather good from all, and to work for the | without price, from Ella E. Gibson, Barre, Mass. ciples the unsoundness of- either my premises or calculations, 
union of these augmenting armies as against the common Yours for truth, A. R. Avnxs, (| deny their correctness, and ignore them as unworthy of con- 


foe of creedal theology. While a seeming antagonism has sideration or notice. This, doubtless, is a much easier mode 
vastly increased the strongholds of Materialism and Spirit- | | Barre, Mass., April 19, 1891. 
Mr. EprroR: I like the article, Mediumistic Phenom- 


ualism, still there is a sense in which they present a united n 
front, as an avalanche of resistance against the fated empire ena,“ by B. R. Shepherd, in Tux Taorn Bzxxxa, April 18th, 
: also the letter of J. N. Brown, in the same number. Their 


of creedism. 
While lecturing in Alliance, eight of the clergy in the conclusion that spirits had nothing to do with the manifes- 
tations described, in my opinion is correct; also, in the 


Ministerial Association here signed a paper in two dailies 

criticising the iconoclastic views I had given as answers to | main, in the one instance, that the ‘‘circle constituted a 

an editor in an interview. I then challenged the said Asso- battery, which generated a sufficient force to per- 

ciation to put anyone of their number forward to debate | form those acts,“ etc., etc.; and in the other case, was 
mind acting on mind in a natural way.” 


publicly with me on one or seven propositions I published. 

They had all put their heads out far, but when their theology | It is not necessary that a good perceptiv should be in the 
was to be held up to the light of science and evolution, Presence of the person having the information communi- 
turtle like they drew them far into their shell. cated, or that anyone, present or absent, should be in pos- 

I hope to see more direct fraternity among all the armies | session of that knowledge, for a good perceptiv can gain 
of reform, that the prowess of Freethought may prevail it direct from the fact itself. I hav done it repeatedly where 
grandly against the open frenzy of the beast, Z., theology. | 2° Person was in possession of the information I gave. For 

Yours for union, A. J. Swarts, Ph.D. instance, being a stranger in the town where I was to lecture, 

a neighbor called where I was staying and told the lady of 

the house that Mrs. S., another neighbor, must die, for a 

council of physicians had decided that day that she had con. 

sumption, and could not liv. I replied, without a moment’s 

refiection, she hadn’t consumption, and diagnosed her case 

fully, the ladies protesting and ridiculing me during the time, 
I saying, ** The case is incurable.” 

Some three weeks after I left the place I received a letter 
from the lady where I stayed, saying her neighbor was dead, 
and to the surprise of all the post mortem examination re- 
vealed that she did not die of consumption, but was pre- 
cisely in the condition I had described. You perceive, I 
could not hav taken this fact from the mind of the ladies 
present, or anyone absent, for no one knew it, but saw it 
from the fact itself. I do not believe it is necessary for me 
to die and jump into some other person’s body, in order to 
thus perceive and state it through a medium, but can myself 
see while connected with my own body, with my own un- 
aided senses, all that is claimed for spirits that is not trick 
and fraud. 

The philosophy of this perception is so deep and intangi- 
ble I never attempt to explain it, for there is no language in 
use whereby I can convey my ideas. In conversation, I 
might make myself partially understood by a few, but to the 
general reader on paper never, and would only expose my- 
self to ridicule and contempt. 

The great, mighty future will reveal it all when science 
holds full sway, and the mind becomes so punctured by 
perception as to admit the rays of light that are constantly 
shining upon it; but now, so great is the darkness that the 
darkness comprehendeth it not. Erra E. Gissom. 


. Rev Croup, Nzs., April 18, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: A neighbor has handed me a sermon of the. 
great Christian’s mogul, T. De Witt Talmage, of Tabernacle 
fame, in which the aforesaid personage slops over on the 
subject of the plague.of Infidelity, and tops off his pile of 
froth and vaporings by crying, Get out, you miserable pau- 
pers of the universe!” It shows how he practices the pre- 
cept of Love your enemies.” It contains the usual amount 
of misrepresentation and false assumption. Says the great 
. prevaricator: ‘‘I-ask you to mention the names of the mer- 
citul and the educational institutions which Infidelity 
founded and has supported all the way through.” He 
wants a list, bound in octavo, of Infidel institutions that are 
dedicated to suffering humanity. If he had asked for the 
names of Infidels that Christians had put to death, of insti- 
tutions stolen or perverted from the use of their founders, I 
could accommodate him. He had no need to inform us 
that Girard College is invaded by Christian instructors. 
But look at the cheek of him! Does not the great mogul 
know that it is but a short time since that an Infidel was 
allowed to liv, and that even now Infidels jeopardize their 
friendship with their Christian neighbors, to say nothing of 
business boycott, etc.; that a Freethinker yet runs the risk 
of social ostracism if his sentiments are known by the fol- 
lowers of the meek and loving Nazarene? His accusation, 
by implication, that Infidels would burn every Bible, de- 
stroy all hopes, and brand all the grand philanthropists that 
hav believed in its divine messages or eulogized it by their 
utterances as imbecils, idiots, etc., is characteristic of the 
regard for truthful representation held by those who believe 
that they can tell the biggest of lies to-day and wash out 
the stain in the blood of the lamb that was slain the next day. 
*' Infidelity is the religion of don’t know,” says the great 
divine. But it is the religion of some things that are 
known. Infidels know that Mr. Talmage does not know any 
more. about the origin or destiny of man than they do. 
They also know that there is no merit in b:lieving anything 
they do not know, and that they could not believe an absurd- 
ity great enough to merit a harp and crown. They know 
that Mr. Talmage is in the soul-saving business for the 
money that is init. In fact, they know that Mr. Talmage 
pretends to know 8 great deal that we know he does not 
know. So good-bye, Brother Talmage, and look out for the 
crash of Westminster abbey, and I suppose the Tabernacle 

will go up in the same catastrophe. H. J. O. 


HANNIBAL, Mo., March 24, 1891. 

Mr. EpiTOR: I am sorry to see that some of your contrib- 
utors are unhappy because of the existence and rapid growth 
of the Brotherhood of Moralists. 

They heartily indorse that part of our constitution which 
declares our disbelief in miracles and witchcraft, but we 
must not say that we regard modern Spiritualism as a delu- 
sion, lest we be classed as sectarian bigots, according to their 
wonderful logic. l 

It is also remarkable that each writer who has attacked the 
Brotherhood has inadvertently, or as a necessary adjunct to 
his argument, misrepresented the character of the order. 

1. We are charged with denying the existence of any deity 
or ruling intelligence. 

2. We are charged with denying the possible future exist- 
ence of man. : 

3. We are charged with barring progress by obligating 
our members not to investigate strange phenomena or new 
theories. 

Our constitution is very short and plain, and every person 
at all familiar with it knows that these charges are all utterly 
groundless. 

Our constitution declares our disbelief in special provi- 
dences; but says nothing about gods. 

Perhaps most of our members arẹ Atheists or Agnostics, 


VPSILANTI, April 18, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: I am between seventy and eighty years old. 
I came very near going over to the majority last winter with 
the grip, which I think a great invention. 
I inclose a piece cut from the Detroit Hvening News. 
I am sorry to learn you hav so many delinquent sub- 
scribers. I hope the gentle hint you gave them will be 
effectual. Respectfully yours, Jas. P. Diokrnson. 


Rev. Jas. P. Mills, district secretary of the American Sab- 
bath Union, discoursed to the Simpson church congregation 
yesterday morning in the interest of that society. The ob- 
ject of the organization is to preserve the Christian Sabbath 
as a day of rest and worship. The American Sabbath is 
not the *' Puritan or colonial Sabbath" of our early history, 
said Mr. Mills, which was of a severely and strictly religious 
character, and enforced by law. When the American Con- 
stitution was adopted the principle was established of non- 
interference by legislation with the conscience or religious 
convictions of the citizen. Our American Sabbath laws are, 
therefore, not of a religious but purely civil character, and 
hav been so decided by the United States Supreme Court. 
In our homes and churches, not in the state, is the proper 
place for the enforcement of religious Jaws. 

It is a favorit pastime with a certain class of people to 
sneer at the rigid religious customs of our Puritan fore- 
fathers, declaring that they raised up a nation of Infidels, of 
Bible-haters, of Sabbath-breakers, by the severity of their 
religious laws. This statement, said the speaker, is false; 
it is a lie! The Puritans never had a law '* forbidding a man 
to kiss his wife on the Sabbath day,” as has been asserted. 
Nevertheless, it would be well, said he, to hav a law at the 
present day forbidding a man to Kiss another man’s wife on 
Sunday or any other day. It might save us from so much 
of our disgraceful wholesale divorce business. 

The continental Sabbath of Europe is a day of horse- 
racing, of beer-garden festivities, of open saloons, theaters, and 
all classes of amusements. God is nowhere init. With the 
large influx of foreigners the past few decades this conti- 
nental Sabbath has been gradually gaining a foothold in this 
country. It is & menace to the moral life of our nation. 
The American Sabbath Union just now is bending its ener- 
gies to securing the closing of the World’s Fair on the Sab- 
bath in 1893. The beer and liquor interests of this country 
are moving heaven and earth, not only for the open Sunday, 
but likewise the free sale of beer in and around the Exposi- 
tion on that day. Neither President Harrison nor Congress 


of disposing of them than to answer and refute them. Bas- 

ing my computations on the highest scientific authority I 

was acquainted with, and giving you the benefit of all 

doubts, I proved that the population of our earth, up to 

date, could not be more than 20 trillion souls. Prove 

that our race has been in existence more than 200,000 years, 

and I will accept the truth most cheerfully, and change my 

figures accordingly. But then you must cease to call it a 

“ few thousand years." Having rejected my demonstrations, 

you claim to disprove them by the following scientific proc- 
ess (7). You say: One of the greatest of scientists has 
been accredited with saying that every handful of earth and 
rock of the earth’s crust represents & human grave. How 
does that rough estimate tally with Brother Walker’s arith- 
metic?” Why, it does not tally at all, because my arith- 
metic is based on scientific truth, while the statement of the 
ignoramus whom you term one of the greatest scientists,” 
is unscientific and false. The rocks which form the earth’s 
crust, from the Silurian formation up, are the graveyard of 
nearly all the inferior forms of animal life that existed on our 
planet prior to the advent of our race, but they do not con- 
tain one atom of human remains; for when they were form- 
ing man was not there. The idea of settling the population 
question by grinding the rocks which constitute the earth’s 
crust to powder, and then **to swell up every handful into 
the size of a man (or spirit)," and then count them, though 
a marvel in itself, is not particularly scientific! Then you 
hav another scientific” way of settling this question. By 
“a logarithmical computation, based on the estimate of 
three children to every couple since the time of Adam and 
Eve!" My! Do you believe in that old lady and gentleman 
too? „This computation,” you say, makes the number 
of earth's inhabitants up to date over 600,000 quintillion 
souls,” Now, in 6,000 years, which is about the age of our 
race, according to the book where you get Adam and Eve, 
there are 300 generations of 20 years each, and the above 
sum would giv to each generation an average of 2,000 quin. 
tillion souls, or one trillion times the number of inhabitants 
that are now, or ever were gt one time, on our earth! How 
80 intelligent a man as you are can believe in and advocate 
methods and propositions 80 insanely foolish, puzzles me, 
and I giv it up. But it seems you believe in these methods 
of computation, and also your former statement that the 
soul product of our earth, during the few thousand years” 
(your own term) during which they hav been being pro- 
duced, would form a globe, in ‘‘compact mass,” 16 trillion 
times larger than this earth, while I demonstrated in my 
former article that it would require the product of our en- 
tire solar system 23 million years to form a globe the size of 
our earth! I respect the honest opinion and belief of an 
honest man, and I must say that your capacity to believe 
unreasonable things exceeds anything I am acquainted with. 
I hav read of different kinds of faith—saving faith, faith of 
miracles, faith of devils, etc.— but yours beats them all. I 
hav not seen 80 great a faith, no not in Israel!” Some of the 
old Christian fathers pretty nearly equaled you. Their rule 
was to believe everything that was so utterly, intrinsically, and 
monstrously unreasonable and absurd, that it could, by no 
possibility, be true. But they differed from you in this, that 
they were generally ignorant, uneducated, and unscientific 
men. You persist in talking about eternal production of 
souls,” and “ plethora of souls,” etc., and ignore altogether 
the axiomatic truth which I stated in my former communi- 
cation in these words, viz.: It is a self-evident proposition, 
that if you continue to giv, without any equivalent being re- 
turned, the supply will ultimately be exhausted. It the 
earth furnishes the material from which spirits are evolved, 
and none of it is returned, the supply will be exhausted and 
the production cease, as certainly as if it were any grosser 
product.” It seems difficult, by any illustration, to make 
this proposition plainer. When I look at the wheat and 
clover fields that lie within my vision, clothed as they are in 
deep, rich green, and at the thrifty peach orchards, just now 
clothed in fioral beauty, I might imagin the soil inexhaust- 
ible, but occasional specimens of careless, thriftless farming 
prove it otherwise. If the productiv capacity of an acre of 
land is 1,000 bushels of grain, and no more, when it has, 
without any added fertility, produced that amount, its pro- 
duction will cease, and it can never yield another grain, un- 
less renewed by fertilizers, but will forever remain a barren 
desert. This principle applies to all products, spirits not 
excepted, and proves the absurdity of all your talk about 
“eternal production,” ‘‘ plethora of souls,” and all similar 
nonsense. Wishing you an ample share of all the good 
things of this life, and hoping that when you lay down life’s 
burden here, and cease to fight ite battles, you will find your- 
self in the enjoyment of a far higher and happier life, with 


ood company, and plenty of room for a jolly good time, 
d sd Iam, etc., W. W. W. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Hdited by Miss Busan H. Wixom, Fal 
Hiver, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent, 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.“ 


In Corn-Planting Time. 


O Susie, find your hat and hoe, 

And call to Oharley, Will, and Joe. 

For birds are singing high and low 
In corn-planting time. 

When “ corn is king of every crop,” 

We must not play, nor lag, nor stop, 

With hoes to cover, hands to drop, 
In corn-planting time. 


To follow boys who hold the plow 
Is omy fun, go hurry now— 
Four grains to drop "—Joe told me how, 
This corn-planting time. 


And father Bald thig very morn, 

For all who helped to plant the corn, 

Nor stopped till sound of dinner horn 
In corn-planting time; 


That should ithe work be hard to do, 
New books he'd buy, and dresses, too, 
For you a pink, and me a blue— 

Hail corn-planting time! 


I heard him telling mother 80 — 
You taka the basket, I the hoe, 
And we'll divide the half-mile row, 
This corn-planting time. 
We'll build a bower on the meads, 
A half-way house of rogin-weede, 
Where we may rest while Oharley reads, 
In corn-planting time. 
At night, when moonlight floods the vales, 
Dear grandpa gays he'll tell the tales 
Of ocean isles and summer gales 

In corn-planting time. 


MARV BAIRD FI ROE. 
— —. — —— 
Relic of a Prehistoric Race. 


In the Children’s Corner of a recent number 
of Tae Tereora SRRKRR was a short sketch of 
what may be seen in the Bad Lands of Da- 
kota. Perhaps some of your readers of the 
Corner may be interested to learn what a 
curious specimen of a prehistoric race of 
human beings was found in the same Bad 
Lands. 

This specimen was not wholly a mummy, 
nor yet a petrifaction, since both these quali- 
ties united in its preservation during the lapse 
of many ages of time. I was so much inter- 
ested in the matter that I was at some pains 
to learn all I could about its history. It 
seems that on July 20, 1885, acowboy named 
Lathe Spake, while exploring a cave or cavern 
in the Bad Lands, discovered this remnant 
of arace, now long extinct, in a standing 
posture, leaning against the side-wall of the 
cave. The dust and rubbish of, maybe, un- 
told centuries had accumulated about its 
feet and buried them nearly to its knees. A 
singular fact connected with the discovery 
was, that all of the body exposed to the air of 
the cave was thoroughly mummified, while 
the feet and limbs, nearly to the knees, stand- 
ing in the dust, were turned to stone. This 
mummy, as we will call it, from its being 
more mummy than petrifaction, was on ex- 
hibition some three years ago at Ithaca, 
Mich., where I had a favorable opportunity 
for examination. I found it to be only two 
feet six inches in hight, but it bad a large, 
broad chest, and arms that extended below 
the knees. On examination of its teeth by 
several scientists, they agreed that its proba- 
ble age at death was about sixty years. Its 
most striking peculiarities are the remarkable 
development that must hav given great 
muscular power in shoulders, chest, and 
arms. This curious relic of humanity lived 
and struggled for existence in a period of the 
world’s history of which we can hav but a 
vague conception, and which antedates all 
human history. . 

TO THE MUMMY. 
Who are you, and where did you liv? 
Hav you an account of yourself to giv? 
Were you civilized, wild, or tame? 
Of what race, and what was your name? 


We all wish to know, but hardly can guess; 
We know little of your time, all must confess. 
That you are human, is plain to be seen, 
Perhaps some wild old mountain queen. 


O mummy, if you could only tell 

The story of your life, and what befell 
The lost race to which you belong, 
Then would I gladly finish my song. 


But all is mystery—deeper than death— 
When and how you lost your breath, 

And changed to mummy, and partly to stone, 
And there for ages slumbered alone. 


Union City, Mich. J. Gurwrrs. 


History Questions. 
1. When was George Washington born? 
2. When did he die? 
8. What took place in 1871? 
4. Why did the people object to bein, 
taxed by England ? ; 
5. What party gained the election of 1840? 
Who was chosen president? 
ANSWERS. 
1. Feb. 22, 1782: 
2. Dec. 14, 1799. 
8. Chicago fire destroyed $200,000,000 of 
property. 
4. They said that taxation without repre. 
sentation is tyranny. 
5. The Whig party. W. H. Harrison. 
CLÉLIE JAMES. 
— . ————— 


Correspondence. 


Rock vILLR, IDA., March 22, 1891. 
Dear Miss WixoN: I thought that I would 
write to the Corner for the third time. 
There is no school here now. I wish some of 
the boys of the Corner would write to me. I 
cannot write very well. There is an old man 
here about seventy years old. He got married 


the other day. 
W. A. CARLTON. 


Yours truly, 
Dana, II.., March 24, 1891. 
Miss Wixos: I go to school and I read in 
the fourth reader. Istudy arithmetic, geog- 
raphy, spelling, and grammar, and Iam seven 
years old. Ihav three brothers at home. I 
am not the oldest boy ; Iam the next to the 
oldest. We hav a little baby; he is fifteen 
months old; he can walk. The boys are 
gone to bed now.. Our baby willht you 
with a stick. My father has the asthma, and 
he has to smoke a pipe. I will write more 
next time; 80 that is all. 
Your friend, Vioror Strawn. 
[A nice letter for a boy only seven years 
old.— Ep. C. C.] 


HauirTON, BERMUDA, April 10, 1891. 
Deak Miss Wixon: I thought of writing a 
letter to the Children’s Corner to-night. It 
is the first letter that I ever wrote to the Cor- 
ner. I hav a brother named John Jacques 
Rousseau Stecker. I hav a picture of John 
Jacques Rousseau and of Thomas Paine in 
the parlor. Papa gets Tug TRUTH BERKER 
paper every week, and he has the Free- 
thinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book,” and I like to 
look at the pictures in it. I go to school 
twice a week—on Mondays and Thursdays— 
and study in arithmetic, writing, and draw- 
ing. I was nine years old last December. 
Yours truly, MARTIN G. BTEOKER. 
L Write to the Corner all about Hamilton, 
Martin.— Ep. C. C.] 


ParovsE Crrx, WAS E., March 21, 1891. 
Drar Miss Wixon: My father has taken 
Tue Terura BRK ER since January, and I like 
it very much. I always like to read the Chil- 
dren’s Corner, but I hav never seen any let- 
ters in it from this place, so I take the liberty 
of writing one, and telling you something 
about it and how I like it. Palouse City is 
a small place with about twelve hundred in. 
habitants, and has some nice brick buildings. 
It also boasts of fourchurches. But that sen- 
tence speaks for itself. We hav a school. 
house and six teachers. I am going to school. 
The Palouse river flows through the town. 
I like it very well. I would like it better, I 
think, if there were fewer churches here. 
There are not many Liberals in this place; 
we had one Liberal lecture here in Septem- 
ber, by Mrs. Mattie Krekel; she lectured 
two nights. My father thinks it is the best 
thing he has heard for a long time. I think 
Ihad better close now, for my letter is get- 
ting quite long and tiresome. I remain, 
Your thirteen.year-old Freethinker, 
CLARA PrAENDTNER. 
CLEARWATER, NEB., April 3, 1891. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: Remembering what, 
you once said of your corn-planting times, 
and your grandpa’s evening stories, I hav 
blent that with my own experience of a long 
field where my sister and I divided the rows, 
each planting to the middle of the field, where 
we had thrust great strong rosin weeds down 
after the manner of a stockade, and covering 
with weeds and our aprons spread on top. 
Of course we had to move on” quite fre- 
quently, but we didn’t mind it in the least, as 
we had nothing else to do in the interval of 
waiting. ‘‘ Charley,” the family book-worm, 
often came in to read and rest with us. He 
is now J. C. Baird, of Dodge City, Kan., and 
a reader of THE TRUTH BEEXER. 

The Corner grows in interest. Iamalways 
lad to see the letters from the young people. 
his writing of letters is of itself an education 

to them, and to hav a wise head to direct and 
encourage them, to say just the right thing 
at the right time and place. is a privilege that 
not many of my age had when young. I 
hope the young folks appreciate these ad- 
vantages. : 

Wishing you the success your work merits, 


am, 
Mary B. Finom. 


Yours for humanity, 
Ausrm, Nev., March 20, 1891. 


Dear Miss Wixow: I livaway out West on 


the lofty plateau of the Great Basin. I 
should like to travel out in Massachusetts to 
see the lovely farms and valleys. The only- 


river I hav seen is the Reese river. The 
only city I hav seen besides Austin is Battle 
Mountain. 

While the boys of the Eastern states can sit 
down and eat an apple or a peach; I can sit 
down and find in an hour twenty cents’ worth 
of silver ore on a dump. 

If I go on the hill I can see only sage 
brush or cactus. 

My father works in & mine called the 
Union mine, which, in its time, has produced 
many a thousand dollars. One time this 
winter it produced $6,400. There are many 
mines here now that are not working. The 
deepest is the Lander mine, which is one 
thousand feet deep. The next deepest is the 
Frost mine, which is about eight hundred 
feet. 

There is to be a railroad through here this 
Spring. The town is very dull now, but if 
the railroad comes it will giv employment to 
a great many idle men who cannot procure 
work. : 

I go to school every day. I study geogra- 
phy, grammar, arithmetic, spelling, reading, 
history, writing, and drawing. My teacher's 
name is Miss Wible. I read in the Fourth 
Reader. I am in the A class of the third 
room. I am eleven years old and will be 
twelve on March 31st. 

There are two papers that are published 
here, one called the Reese River Reveille and 
the other called the People’s Advocate—both 
good papers for so small atown. The editor 
of the Reveille is Albert Phillips, and W. D. 
Jones i8 the editor of the other paper. 

My father has taken Taz TRUTH BEEKER 
for a long time. We take many papers, but 
Tue TRUTRH BEEEER js in the lead. 

I hav been saving my money to buy some 
of your books, such as The Story 
and others, for Iam a great hand to read. I 
hav one book of science published by Aunt 
Elmina. 

We received the Armanac and enjoyed the 
piece about Shoutin' Joe“ very much. I 
hope this will miss the waste-basket. I fear 
this letter is too long, so I will close. 

Your Liberal friend forever and success to 
your paper. Harry Moss. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 


— 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub. 
lished at this office. 


SPIRITUALISM. 
BOOK OF MEDIUM WE. 


I will gend a copy of above book bound in cloth; 
on receipt of $1. 
Addresg MEDIUM WE 

2801 ih St., cor. Grace, 
i Richmond, Va. 
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SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE. 


I. EYOLUTION, ANTIQUITY,?|BACTERIA, ETO. By 
William Durham, F. R. S. E. 


ASTRONOMY, Sun, Moon, Stars, Ero. By Will 
iam Durham, F.h E. 


These handy series of volumes on science -of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most oasnal reader. They supply à popular need. 

The price of each is t0 cents in cloth. 


II. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, . 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MBS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 
Creation, 


Cloth, 12mo, 2979 pp. 758 Cents. 


WI This book was suppressed by the first Amer 
ican publisher. gy 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE 


French Invasion of Ireland in’98, 


Leaves cf Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroic Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFE. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by weil- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk oluth. 
Ink and gold side stamps. Price, $1.50. 


The present volume is ax effort to resoue from 
comparativ oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war. . . . It points a moral that amidst repub- 
lioan institutions like ours, will not fail r«osive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influsnce of newly acquired ambition 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Oontaina a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


e 


Hour” 


Christ of Paul ; or, the Enigmas of 
l Christianity. 


Frauds of the Churchmen of the Second Century 
Exposed. 


By GEORGE REBER. 
12mo, 400pp., 


MARTYRDOM OP MAN. 


A Compendium of. Universal History. 
By Winwoop READE. 
Sixth edition, 544pp., 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS. 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


ETHICS OF POSITIVISM. 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of the Present Century. 
By GIACOMO BARZELLOTTI, 
Prof. of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, Florence. 


Price, $1.50. . 
OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 


A Confession. 
By Davip FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 
" A . $1.50. 


Price, $2. 


$1.15. 


419pp., $1.50. 


Price, 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 
Important Information for All, and Danish 
Cure" With Portrait. 


By Mur. W. Schorr. Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. Barina GOULD. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of the 
Bible, — [Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discouraes of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FRoTHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 
And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 
446pp. 2 * å - 


Price, $1. 


The Contrast: Evangelicalism and 
‘Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses Huu. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 
AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Üandid Arguments for and Against Immortality 
By Josie OPPENHEIM. Price, 75 cents. 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 


By Kersey GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymas, and Recitations. 


For Organizing Societies; for Marriages, F. nor · 
als, Naming of Infante, Obituaries, Epi- 
taphs, etc. Also 525 Liberal and 
Bpiritualistio Hymns for 
Booial and Various 

Publio Occasions. ] 


Price, 75 cents. 


18mo, 550pp. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. HocAN. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley : Philosopher and Reformer. 
By C. SorRHERAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett. 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts. 


Lithograph of Bennett Monument. 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
; Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALvIN BLANCHARD. 
Paper, - - z 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 
WITH 
Theological Amendment and State Personality. 
By Jos. E. Prox. 
Priee, . 25 cents. 
For all of the above books address 


HE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
THE i Lafayette PL. Merz. 


40 cents. 
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NOW READY.--PRICE, $2 AND $2.50. 


The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text Bock. 


SHOWING 5 
THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION, 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULI-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS, 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE 
ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


Designs bv Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


` CONTENTS: 
The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross. 


The Church and Thomas Paine. 


Thomas Paine. . 
The Preacher and the Patriot 
One Work by Paine Outweighs All the Preach- 


erg. 

Why Paine Was Denounced. 

Paine’s Services and His Reward from the 
Orproh, 

Once Upon a Time a Donkey Kioked a Lion. 


Studies in Natural History, 


A Question for Theological Ethnologists. 
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2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
doner... o eor vessels 3 50 
3, Age of Reason. Thomas Paine........... 25 


4. Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. 


Bennett............. e 25 
5. Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck 20 
6. Viotor Hugo'8 Oration on Voltaire........ 10 
7. Ingersoll's Address on Shakspere. Cloth 50 
$* 7 " aper 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 


Yearly subscribers will receive all the books | 


issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 1s the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 

ess, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of & work- 
ing girl’s life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Oolonel Inger-. 


soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires | Th 


and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 26 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


CANCER eee 
Charles Watts's Works. 


No. 163 Elm St, Cincinnati, O. 

The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 

Reason, and Xs It Sufficient to 

Meet the Needs of Mankind? 

Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 

Evening Mati and Charles Watts. With Profa- 

tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 

Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 

Holen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 

Reply to Father Lambert’s 

“Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 

Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con · 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 


to be Contradictory and Defeotiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price; 10 cents. 


Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which 5s the More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents, 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26.pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel cf. 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 


nel Robert Ingersoll.) 82 pages in cover. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rev. Dr. R. E. Burns, of Halifax, 
N. 8. In this letter the 98 0 subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Christianity, 3, Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Faots and Opinions. 5. Christ and Heroism. 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


As ENTS WANTED cick suss, SAMPLE FREE. A rare 


opportunity. Geo. A. Scott, $42 Broadway, N. Xe 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass, says 


Kennedy's Medical Discov- 
ery cures Horrid Old Sores, 


A 


22 pages in 


Deep Seated Ulcers of 40 
years standing, Inward Tu- 


mors, and every disease of 
the skin, except Thunder 
Humor; and Cancer that has 
taken root. Price, $1.50. 
Sold by every Druggist in 
the United States and Can- 
ada. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
E of Man.. 


OóxrENTS: What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Christian 
Bcheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate, Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility.of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of Ro- 
ciety to Oriminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
gnd to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 

shness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present, 

e romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual posgibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 


12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD’S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 
beauest to Philadelphia by the Ohristian 
churches and Young Men's 

: stian Associa- 
tion. 
By Bion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 


Price 31. Address THX TRUTH SEEXXS. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacemnt of Christianity? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 

Address TRE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allin a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. 

‘or Boys and Girls. 12m9, 883pp., 51.25. 

Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 

some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 

tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 

thinkers’ hildren's Story-Book ever issued. 

66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 

tyne, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 

trated covers ; 4to, 224Dp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TRY-SQUARP: 


7 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its suocess. 
Unole Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
‘guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi. 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to hie mind. : 

For tale at this office. Price. $1.00. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


.Bx JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” * The Real Blasphemers,” * Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richiy 
merits.—TThe American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


And Other Stories 


THE . 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIB 


Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo, 1,118pp. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Works of Caleb $, Weeks 


Songs of the Morning. 212 pp.; cloth, 
75 cents. 

Selections from the Poets: With Re- 
sponses; Including Pope's Essay on Man, 
with Responding Essay. 859 pp.; cloth, $1 25. 

The Philosophy of Evil. 11 pp; 
5 cents. 

Human Life; or, The Course of Time” 
aa geen in the Open Light. An Epic Poem. 

Seven books in one vol., 359 pp.; cloth, $1.25. 


Press Norroxs Or Human LIFE." 

The New 2 hought(Ohicago) says: “It is the best 
thing of the kind we ever saw. . . . To state the 
whole thing in the language of another, the first 
book shows what a heaven is coming on this earth 
after it shall have passed through the necessary 
discipline, and the other books show what a hell 
of a time we have to get there.” $ 

The One grand Argus (Ohesaning, Mich.) says: 
It is one gran sublime poem . . & perfect 
history in blank verge of the social and religious 
struggles of our earth, and would be good reading 
for those who have been interested in Looking 
Backward.’” Describing Book 6. it says: '" This 
Chapter will be found especially interesting to 
ladies.” . 

The Phrenological Journal (New York) regards it 
as equal to the great epics of a hundred years 
ago or more. y : 

Mr. Edward Bellamy, author of Looking 
Backward,” says: “I have read it with much in- 


terest. Lam in entire Sympathy with its spirit | 


of boundless faith in human development.” 
Rev. R. Heber Newton says it is one of the 
significant indications of the signs of the times. 
The Nationalist, of Boston, considers itg style ag 
equal to Milton’s, and says it“ engages the read- 
er's attention with the first line and keeps it 
engrossed until the final word." . 
Brick Pomeroy’s Advance Thought (N. Y.) says: 
* Tt contains much to benefit humanity.” 
Address S. G. W. BYINGTON and CO.. 
i 834 Fourth Ave., N. Y. 


New Edition, Revised aad Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
38 Lafayotte Place, New York. 


Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at 
this office. Price, 50 cents. "s 


AN EMBLEM OF 
Freedom, Progress, a Reform. 


the 


Bepresents the burning Torch of Reason 
Froo- 


rising Bun of Science, and the day of 


thought, in con- 
srant vith the night 
and dar! ness o 

supersti tion; and 
8 y m b Oo lizes the 
evolution of the 
W. oF 1 from tho 
nig. 0 Bu persti- 
tion to the day 
of Free thought, 
Science, aud Raa- 
Bons 4 gi gu pat- 
ente eb. 24 

1885. ; Ma de iu 
two sizot Rer T x- like v: d 
and 8ma. er model, 
of solid j 13 gold. rich- 
Ir enam eee eled in 5 


colora: Most beautiful badge ever designed. 

Price. 10kt, $3; 14kt, £4, $5: with Diamond in Sun 

$8, $10, 515. Small model 10kt, $2; 14kt, $2 75, $3 50, 

Oharme, both rizes, $8, $4, $3, $0, $10, $15, $20, $35, 

Rent by registered mail and cash refunded at op- 
on. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
JEWELER, ROCHELLE, ILL. 


peona Tor boantital card in Kolora and Gola. of 
ge, and descriptiv circulars of my famous 
“OTTO WETTSTEIN " Watoh, tracts, etc. — 


| 


metra Hirn, 
Msg tr 


to i Jj P 
og d 8 


Send 10 cents for 
this valuable book for 
young and middie- 
wed men, suffering 
from a Life-wasting 
Z Disease, as the result 
Hot youthful follies, 
indiscretion, and ex- 
cesses in maturer 
years. It sets forth 
an External Applica- 
as it matters not how 


tion—A POSITIVE OURE, 
long etanding, how hopeless or how Many reme- 


1 eeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
T Dr. Robt. 2 Fellows, Vineland, N. J., and 


say where you saw this advertisment. 


f A GOOD WORD. | 

Dr, Follows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 

reas. He has many testimonials to the value of 

bis progressive and successful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.— Freethought, 


Liberal Meetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting . regularly can 
han their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. . 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clook, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 16th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Marke 
ste, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 

Branch. 
124 Market street. Assembles 
evening at 7:30. Lectures, debates, and discus- 


sions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 
ident, Henry BIRD; Secretary, CORA BELLE 


every Sunday 


Ge 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion : 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D at 3 P. M., every 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. 
form free. Charles Monholland, Beoretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. PD. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad an d 
Wood Stf., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Trn 

Seeker publicationsalwayson handatcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, firat and third Sundays, at 2 
P. M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Marius HxragTON,Beo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Subscriptions to Tug Trors BERKER and Investi- 
gator &re golioited. R. G. SMITH, Cor. Bec, 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 v. M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street, 
Leotures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evoning at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Leoture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


The Minneapolis Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:80 P.M., at 412 Nicollet 
a., Rooms 12 and 14, Eastman block, Minneapolis, 
Minn. J. F. MACOMmRER, Pres.: Leroy BERRIER, Bec. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, B.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 
FRANKLIN STEINER, Pros. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Bunday at 7:30 pm. in the publio 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK Morse, Cor. Seo. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'olook, P.M., at Parr'a 

Hall. Everybody invited. Mrs. R. M. Berra, 

Pros.: J. H. MoWiLLiAMB, Reo. Bec. 


The Walia Walla Lib:ral Club 
Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 


hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions,—Original 
and Belected Readings and Poems. ' A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 


friends. O. B. BEYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Sec. 


The Rocder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all Our motto, 
“Universal Mental Liberty," D. E. Rroz, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; CHARLES Suz, Seo. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


Mests every Sunday at Knights of Labor Hall, 
1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, a.m. Visiting Lib- 


erals invited to attend. Cor. A. HARRIS, Pres. 


ISAA0 S. Lex, Beo. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By Lupwia FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by George Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


gus 
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dilews of the Beek. 


Tae Pennsylvania striking miners are suf 
fering from evictions. Riots and bloodshed 
continue. 


Mrs. Heres Frerps, of Wichita, Kan., ha 
iven birth to a child whose father she aver: 
5 the Holy Ghost. 


A company with a capital of $10,000,000 
will erect between New York and Philadel 
phia a pneumatic tube that will transmi' 
parcels in twenty-five minutes. 


Rev. J. G. Warre while lecturing in St. 
Louis against Romanism was pelted by e 
mob with rotten eggs and other missils, and 
police were required to restore peace. 


Iralr is taking steps to detain soldiers 
from mass Sundays, employing them at the 
time. Sacred names are being removed from 
8chool-books and sacred emblems from school- 
rooms. 


On the 28d ult. the explosion of a powder 
magazine near Rome killed several persons, 
and shook the city fearfully, alarming the 
pope ane injuring the Vatican and other 

g8. 


Pros. C. A. Totten of Yale University, 
lieutenant U. 8. A. and detailed to Yale as 
military professor, predicts, on elaborate bib- 
lical data, that Christ’s second coming will 
occur in March, 1899. 


CarRoL108 deny the report that the Vatican 
has bargained with England to induce the 
Irish to relinquish the demand for home rule, 
contenting themselvs with provincial councils, 
in return for which England will establish an 
embassador at the Vatican. 


DzPzw says that Harrison’s conduct of his 


tour proves that he is able, and will be re- 
nominated; and that the South’s reception of 
him shows that the South and North division 
is obliterated. The immigration issue, he 
says, is now to be the salient one. 


Tux census of Ireland just taken givs 
4,600,000 against 5,174,886 in 1881. Catholic 
dignitaries are alarmed, apprehending that 
‘+ once the population goes below the 4,000,000 
mark, nothing but the providence of God can 
save the Celtic race in Ireland from extinc- 
tion." 


Rev. Mr. Penzort, an Italian Protestant, 
agent of the American Bible Society, by in- 
tercession of the American minister has been 
released from the Cailao prison, where he has 
been confined since July for the offense of 
propagating a religion ‘‘ contrary to the es- 
tablished church of Peru.” 


Tus failure of every charge brought against 
Barondess, leader of the New York cloak- 
makers’ áirike, and of the charges against 
alleged train-wreckers during the New York 
Central railroad etrike, causes some to sus- 
pect that the accusations were concocted by 
capitalists to form public opinion. 


INDIAN COMMISSIONER Morgan disapproves 
of the Catholic exercises of catechisms and 
prayer, and corresponding Protestant ones, 
held in the Indian schools, and says: “I be- 
. lieve that the whole system of appropriating 
public moneys for sectarian uses is contrary 
to the spirit, if not the letter, of the Consti- 
tution of the United States; that it is a men- 
ace to the public school system, and threat- 
ens the prosperity of the whole Indian school 
system.” 


Rupmm wil consider Italy as having 
received justice, for the present, only when 
the federal government has declared in pre- 
cise terms when prosecutions will begin. 
Some international lawyers think the federal 
government cannot plead non-interference 
with state authority. If the Constitution, 
they say, givs authority to negotiate treaties, 
it givs power to carry out their provisions. 
The Constitution, being the supreme law of 
the land, is thus a higher authority than fed- 
eral or state laws. 


Tue American Peace Society will solicit 
the United States government to invite all 
governments to hold an international confer- 
ence of official delegates during the Colum- 
bian Exposition.” e idea is a conference, 
on a larger scale, similar to Mr. Blaine’s Pan- 
American Congress.. All powers will be in- 
vited to consult on the manner in which, first, 
„national laws may be harmonized and an 
international code constituted ;” secondly, 
* treaties of arbitration may be extended to 
all civilized countries ;” and thirdly, a high 
court or tribunal may be established to sit 
permanently and consider al] causes of inter- 
national difference.” 


SrerER PHiLOMENA Of the Visitation con- 
vent at St. Louis had suffered five yeara 
from an abscess that threatened brain injury, 
and had produced partial blindness. A few 
days ago she decided that before submitting 
to an operation she would ask that prayers 
for her be said to the Blessed Sister Margaret 
Mary. Sister Baptista after praying gave her 
a relic, which she inadvertently swallowed 
in the night. When she awoke she felt a 
pricking above the left eye, and drew fortha 
needle, with the relic transfixed on its point. 
The truth of the marvelous miracle,” says 
a Catholic journal, is vouched for by Dr. 
Alt and the mother superior. . . The 
days of miracles are by no means over, and 
we are well entitled to giv credence to the 
report.” 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 

Teachers, Skeptios, Innovators, Founders of 
ew Bohools o: ongh' ent Scien- 

tists, eto. (who were not Ohristians), 

from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent.  8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOT., g. e., $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
26 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


GODS AND | RELIGIONS 


Y 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 
Vol. I. Giva a Full Acconnt of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
Os 515 Vol. II. Desoribes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the World. 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


How Can We be Saved? 


Was Jesus Supernaturally Conceived, 
and Did He Rise from 
the Dead ? 


— 


$100 Reward, 


' 


For Sale at This Office 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOKR 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esti ERAL HYMN- BooK contains songs 
I 


Paper, 10 centa. 


ng. IB. 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes, 
Lie highly recomm. ended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Pag manad b M bo har sraao he ase 
n! xamined it. 
Soonte ^ Address Tux TRUTH BERKER Oc." 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
8x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
r95 canta. Addrass THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 
A tale of Pales'ine, “ounded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. i 
By A. O. MIDDLETON, 
Price, A S . ; 


10 cents. 


ELIJAH TAKES A LITTLE DRIVE. ' 


And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared 
a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up 
by a whirlwind into heaven, —2 Kings ii, 11. 


WORLD’S SAGES, THINKERS, | Bennett-Teed Discussion. Between 


RowuLus R. 


D. M. BexxerT and CRUS 
Temp. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections to Christianity? 


A discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 

. M. Mars, divided into the following 
theses: 1. 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systema of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. i 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unbistorical; it is not cor- 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

Bennett affirms; denies. This is 
an exhaustiv discussion, Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the United 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustica 
was perpetrated upon Mr. BENNETT. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents, 

An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


luterrogatories to Jehovah. Bein 

3,000 questions propounded to his Jewis 
Gane upon a great variety of subjects. 
Paner, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu- 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

oloth, 75 cents. 

The Bock of Chronicles of the Pil- 

‘ims in the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle te 
the Tirth Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 

The First Epistle of Bennett the 
Apostle to the Truth Seekers, 

10 cents. 


The Great Religions of the World. 


10 cents. 


Open Letter to Samuel Colgate. 
10 cents, 


An Hour with the Devil. 10 cents, 
Sinful Saints and Sensual Shepherds, 


Interest.— Benjamin 


Christianity is neither new nor 


Gems of Thought. 


I penx the illusions of theology and relig- 


| ion, that I may affirm the substantial being of ` 


.m&n.—'euerbach. 


Is actual modern life belief in a supernatural 
manifestation, an immediate divine agency, 
is at once attributed to ignorance or impost- 
ure. Strauss. 


.ALL successful men hav agreed in one 


thing —they were causationists. They be- 
lieved that things went not by luck, but by 
law.—Zmerson, 


EARTH is the home wherein we are to strive 
toward the realization of that ideal of the 
true and just of which each man has in his 
own soul the germ.—Maesini. 


Ira man empties his purse into his head, 
no man can take it away from him. An in- 
vestment of knowledge always. pays the best 

rankin. 


Great deeds cannot die; 


They with the sun and moon renew thelr 
; light 


For ever, blessing those that look on them. 
` — Tennyson. 


THERE cannot exist a greater subject of 
grief than the reflection of how much super- 
stition has retarded the progress in intellect 
and, consequently, the happiness of man.— 
Percy B. Shelley. 


No lie can speak or act, but it will come 
after longer or shorter circulation, like a bill 
drawn on Nature’s reality, and be presented 
there for payment, with the answer, No 
effects Carlyle. 


A coop conscience is to the soul what 


-| breath is to the body; it preserves a constant 


ease and serenity within us, and more than 


‘| countervails all the calamities and afflictions 
which can possibly befall us.— Addison. 


Is there anything which is more certain to 
sap the foundations of morality than the pub- 
lic maintenance of a creed which has long 
ceased to command the assent and even the 


`| respect of its recognized defenders ?— Farrar. 


Ir we are responsible when we make our 
brother offend by tempting him, we are 


'|equally responsible if we make him offend 


by leaving him in those wretched conditions 
where nothing but offense js possible.— 
William H. Matlock. 


IsripELITY is often only the unmeaning ac- 
cusation brought by timid persons half con- 
scious of the instability of their own belief, 
and furious . against anyone whose words 
make them tremble at their own insecurity. 
F. W. Robertson. 


Ir we are told a man is religious, we still 
ask, What are his morals? But, after we 
hear at first that he has honest morals, and is 
& man of natural justice and good temper, we 
seldom think of the other question, whether 
he be religious and devout.—;SAaftesbury. 


A MISTAKE is not the less so, and will never 
grow into truth, because we hav believed it 
for a long time, though perhaps it be the 
harder to part with; and an error is not the 
less dangerous nor the less contrary to truth 
because it is cried up and held in veneration 
by any person. Locke. 


For more than three centuries the decad- 
ence of theological influence has been one 
of the most invariable signs and measures of 
our progress. In medicin, physical science, 
commercial interests, politics, and even 
ethics, the reformer has been confronted with 
theological affirmations that hav barred his 
way, which were all defended as of vital im- 
portance, and were all compelled to yield 
before the secularizing influence of civiliza- 
tion. —Leeky. 


Many a man occupies the pulpit who dis- 
believes what he preaches. He justifies him- 
self by saying that the people are not ready 
for the truth, which simply means that he is 
not ready to meet the consequences of utter- 
ing it. It is said, by way of excuse, of such 
a One, Oh, it is his business.” As though 
it were not the business of the preacher to 
be sincere Feli Adler. 


Ir we are sometimes inclined to regret that 
our lot is cast in these unhappy days, let us 
remember how much more fortunate we are 
than those who lived a few centuries ago. 
The working man enjoys more luxuries to- 
day than the king of England in Anglo-Saxon 
times; and at his command are intellectual 
delights which, but a little while ago, the 
most learned in the land could not obtain. 
All this we owe to the labor of other men. 
Let us, therefore, remember them with grati- 
tude; let us follow their glorious example by 
adding something new to the knowledge of 
mankind; let us pay to the future the debt 
which we owe to the past. All men, indeed, 
cannot be poets, inventors, or philanthropists ; 
but all men can join in that gigantic and 
God-like work, the progress of creation. 
Whoever improves his own nature improves 
the universe of which he is part. He who 
strives to subdue his evil passions—vile rem- 
nants of the old four-footed life—and who 
cultivates the social affections; he who en- 
deavors to better his condition, and to make 
his children wiser and happier than himself, 
whatever may be his motivs, he will not hav 
ived in vain.—Reade. 
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believe thut ye 
and ye ia A 
" For where two or three are 
together ín my 
in the midst of 
( Matt. x vt, 20.) 
on the strength of the above 
Scribtural assurances, we 
See no reason why the 
faithful should hesitate 
to test the efficacy of prayer, 
as indicated in this sketch, 
and forever silence the 
scollings af unbelievers ! 


them.” 


If Dr Talmage, Sam, Jones and 


Joe Cook or Clark Braden 
will volunteer to do.the 
pragreg, the undersigned 
4 cheerfully furnish the 
other material and if Gad 
50 chang es the combination 
thatit falls te wark then 
wiil we renounce our 


PROVE Your FAITH BY YOUR WORKS ! 

| “What things soever ye desire, when ye pray 
shall receive theri, 

ave them- (Mark XI, 24 ) 
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Wa ds, Hest, 


HOW TO CONVERT 


INFIDELS. 


. Botes and Clippings. 


Rev. KINDLEdR: „Such lovely weather 
as this is!” Art museum trustee (sourly): 
„Aud on Sunday, too !"— Puck. 


> 


Aw Atchison woman, who would not giv 
a cent to the heathen in Africa, has spent 
$50 this winter on clothing and provisions 
for the family of the woman who does her 
washing. 


Tae success of the first venture of the 
Society for the Suppression of Prejudice,” 
88 the Lakewood Hotel Company is -called 
by some, indicates that other hotels may be 
started on the same basis in other health re- 
sorts where prejudice now excludes Hebrews. 


Iv seems that there are more deaths than 
births in Ward-10, Boston, every year, and 
our esteemed contemporary the Boston Dem- 
ocrat puts the case against Ward 10 in this 
way: The plain purpose of the creator was 
to preserve and perpetuate mankind, and, as 
8 consequence of tbis, cities and states are 
preserved and perpetuated, but this result 
fails in Ward 10." Our esteemed contempo- 
rary forgets that Boston is inclined to think 
itself wiser than the creator.—Sun, 


Ir the pursuit of Dr. Briggs as a heretic is 
begun, says the Sun, it must lead to some- 
thing more than mere heresy hunting. It 
must end in a hunt to find out whether there 
is really any authoritativ source of perfect 
and absolute truth for theology to rest upon, 
and by which heresy can be determined. It 
the Bible is fallible, as Dr. Briggs says, that 
cannot be such a source. If the doctrin of 


election is to be rejected, as Presbyterian re- 


,visionists demand, at the dictate of human 


reason and sentiment, every other dogma and 
doctrin of theology must be subject to the 


same dictation, leaving reason alone as the: 


authority. That involves a tremendous re- 
ligious revolution. It means the overthrow 
of dogma and the substitution of reason and 
speculation. Nothing will remain for faith 
to rest upon. Instead of dogmatic theology 
we shall hav only religious philosophy—Ag- 
nosticism. 


A vispaton from Zante, capital of the 
Ionian island of that name, dated May ist, 
brings news of a serious religious riot which 
has taken place there. The day is observed 
by the Greek Christians as the Greek Good 
Friday, and part of the ceremonies consisted 
of & procession which marched through the 
priocipal streets. 'The processionists, how- 
ever, were not contented with a peaceful 
demonstration. When they neared the quar- 
ter of Zante, which is known as the Hebrew 
quarter, the Christians practically besieged 
that section of the town. In order to guard 
against just such an occurrence & cordon of 
soldiers had been drawn around the Hebrew 
quarter, and upon the refusal of the Chris- 
tians to retire in peace, the soldiers fired upon 
them, killing and wounding several people. 
The Christians, the dispatch adds, are now 
pillaging the houses of the Hebrews at Zante 
and threaten to burn the Jewish quarter 
of the town. It is supposed that disturb- 
ances at Zante hav their origin in the disturb- 
ance which recently occurred at Corfu. 


IHE Rev. Pfarrer Beyer, of Pottsdam, 
Germany, is accused of having kidnapped a 
young girl named Marie Stiller for the pur- 


pose of placing her in a religious house 
known as the House of the Good Shepherd 
at Charlottenburg. The girl is of age. 
Three years ago she was removed from the 
custody of a stepmother who ill-treated her 
and placed in service. She appears to hav 
given satisfaction to her employers, but, as 
she declined to hand over her wages to her 
stepmother after attaining her majority, the 
latter is believed to hav got the priest to ex- 
ercise his authority over her stepdaughter. 
The Rev. Mr. Beyer invited the girl to call 
on him, and after lecturing her severely, and 
even, if is alleged, inflicting corporal punish- 
ment on the young woman in the presence of 
her stepmother, he had her carted off to the 
Charlottenburg institution, paying no heed 
to her protests. At the house she was kept 
a close prisoner and her friends were not 
able to hold any communication with her 
until the police were applied to, and her re- 
lease was effected through that agency. 
Marie Stiller has since made a charge of as- 
sault against Beyer. 


divinity to be propitiated and not angered. 
They call it ‘‘Ospa Ivanovna,” or Ma- 
tooshka (little mother) Ospa”—appellations 
which imply profound respect, Since vacci- 
nation is a means to oppose it, they believe 
that it would be a sin to be vaccinated, and 
try to avoid the operation by all possible 
means. As soon as a person gets stricken 
with the disease all the children of the village 
are dressed as nicely as their parents can 
afford and taken to his house to pay their 
respect to Oapa Ivanovna. They take cakes 
and fruit to the house of the invalid, which 
they deposit on a table placed by his bedside 
for the purpose. Then they kiss the sick 
person on the mouth and sit down around 
bim for some time talking and partaking of 
the food they had brought with them, or of 
the other victuals which the host provides. 
Sometimes children are brought from a dis- 
tance of twenty versts (seven versts are five 
miles) to salute Little Mother Ospa in thia 
wise. As long as there is small-pox in the 
house the rooms must not be cleaned and the 


‘| inmates may not wash themselvs or change 


Last October small-pox broke out in the 
Poodozhskiy and Poviénetzkiy districts of 
the government of Olonetzk, on the coast of 
Lake Ladoga. Since then the plague has 
spread throughout the region, and is still 
unabated. In the villages and towns where 
the scourge has appeared ten per cent of all 
the children up to the age of twelve years 
hav died, mostly such as had not been vacci- 
nated. A large percentage of adults hav 
also died. The medical and the adminis- 
trativ authorities are doing all in their power 
to resist the evil, but the prejudices of the 
common people are against them. The peo- 
ple of Olonetzk regard small-pox (Ospa) as a 


their garments. No rough expression or 
curse may be pronounced in a house where 
there is a small-pox patient. If such an 
expression escapes involuntarily from the 
lips, the offender must forthwith kiss the 
invalid by way of propitiating Ospa Ivan- 
ovna. No medicin is given to the patient, 
but he must be bathed in hot water twelve 
times during his illness. The presents which 
the children bring must be left on the table 
by his bedside for visitors to partake of. 
These superstitions are deeply rooted among 
the peasants of the entire region, and serve 
to propagate the disease despite all efforts 
made by the more cultivated. 
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Communications. 


A Calvinistic Sermon; 
ADDRESSED TO HIS BRETHREN IN THE PRESBYTERIAN OHUROH, 
BY THE REV. DR PLAIN SPEEOH. 
Romans, chapter ix. 

The Lick telescope in California is said to reveal 
the fact that there are as many as a thousand mill- 
ions of stars in the firmament of heaven, each one, 
reasoning from analogy, being a sun to warm and 
enlighten a system of worlds like our own. The 
church teaches, on the authority of the word of God 
‘contained in the Bible, that a little less than six 
thousand years ago there wss nothing in exiatence 
of all this vast universe but God himself ; and that 
then he created it by en act of his will, put all these 
worlds into motion, and has kept them in motion 
without collision ever since by the constant exercise 
of the same will. / 

But descending from generals to particulars, and 
confining our attention to the planet called the 
earth, when God called it into existence and fitted it 
up with soil, climate, and atmosphere, he did so with 
a design. What would we think of a workman who 
would bestow much time, labor, and skill in produc- 
ing, out of the raw material, a certain thing that 
locked like a machine, but evinced no purpose in the 
maker, and was entirely without adaptation to any 
other thing ? 
exercise his power in creating this globe, and making 
it a theater for a race of intelligent beings bearing 
his own image and likeness, and whose character and 
destiny should display the divine perfections. 

The striking feature of God's character is his al- 
mighty power. It is the attribute around which 
cluster all the rest-——wisdom, goodness, justice, ete., 
indicating merely the way in which it manifests it- 
self, and without which they would be useless orr a- 
ments, for ina great calamity when thousands sre 
euffering, a person's heart may be bursting with ke- 
nevolent feeling, but what does it amount to if Le 
can do nothing? We are so constituted as human 
beings, and indeed so are all the lower animals, that 
there is nothing in the character of either God, man, 
or nature which so impresses the beholder as the 
majesty of power. So true is this that Milton, in 
his Paradise Lost,” unintentionally makes his read- 
ers almost fall in love with Satan himself because of 
his amazing intellect and daring ambition. The 
phenomena of nature—the lightning, the earthquake, 
and the wind storm, on the sea or on the land, pro- 
duce the same effect of awe upon men and the in- 

. ferior animals. : 

It is the crowning glory of almighty power that 
it is exercised by one whose will is sovereign and 
who has the unquestionable right to do as he pleases 
with the thing he has crested, whether it be a single 

material globe floating in space, or a family of genei- 
tiv beings, like those of the various species which 
dwell upon the earth. With whom should, or conld, 
God take counsel? To what authority could he 
defer, and to whom could he be responsible, when, 
before the creation of the world, he was the only 
being in existence? Oan it be possible that he in- 
tended to make himself responsible for the exercise 
of his omnipotence to any of the men or angels 
whom he should afterward create? It is the abso- 
lute sovereignty of the all-mighty and all-wise God 
that makes him competent to rule the universe and 
fix the destiny of every created person or thing. 
His best and complex empire would hav gone to 
pieces long sgo, one planet colliding with another, 
and all going into hopeless ruin, had there been di- 
vided counsels in its management, for unity of plan 
and attainment of its purpose can be the result of 
only one mind. 

If this be true, who can measure the hight and 
depth, and the length and breadth, of the arrogance 
which is displayed when an ephemeral being like 
man, born yesterday and dying to-morrow, sets up 
his feeble judgment above that of the eternal and 
all-wise God, and dictates to him what, as a sovereign 
of the universe, he ought to do and what he ought 
not to do, concerning the crestures. he has formed ! 
If the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah, 
and smote him dead on the spot at the threshing- 
floor of Nachon, because he put forth his hand to 
the ark of God and tock hold of it; and if he smote 
fifty thousand three score and ten mén of Beth- 
shemesh because of their irreverence in looking into 
that symbol of the divine presence, how that costly 
crime pales into insignificance when compared with 
the presumption of those who would rob God of 
Ne attribute, without which he would be no God 
at all! 

' This is the very feeling that was in the mind of 
the divinely inspired Apostle Paul when he wrote 
ihe ninth ehapter of his Epistle to the Romans, 
which constitutes my text. There were some in his 
day, and there are more in oure, who rival the pre- 
sumption of the angels that fell in striking at the 
chief attribute of God in executing the purpose he 
had from the beginning concerning the two classes 
of the human family, the redeemed and unredeemed. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY Y, 


The all-wise God, therefore, saw fit to. 


He reminds the Romsn heretics, in line upon line, 
that the sovereignty of the divine will in its relation 
to all the rest of his attributes is like the key. stone 
of an arch which binds all the other stones together, 
and without whieh they would tumble out of place 
and accomplish no purpose. He points out, in the 
cases of Jacob and Esan, that before the children 
were born, and had done neither good or evil upon 
which to base his decree, it was written: Jacob 
hav I loved, and Esau hav I hated.” Why then 
did God, from all eternity, discriminate in favor of 
Jacob, when, from the scriptural account of the twin 
brothers, Esau was evidently the better man of the 
two? Did not God foresee that Jacob would prc ve 
himself to be a rogue in his morals, and Esau turn 
cut to be an honorable man? These are fair ques- 
tions, and Paul fairly answers them when he says: 
“That the purpose of God, according to election, 
might stand, not of meritorious worke, but of him 
that calleth.” If good works had anything to do as 
the basis of election to eternal life, God would hav 
loved and eslled Esau rather than Jacob. But he 
made Jacob an elest sinner, and Esau a predesti- 
nated reprobate, in order to display the sovereignty 
cf his will It is not I who say this: it is Paui 
himeelf. l 

But so important is this doctrin in the scheme of 
redemption that he goes on further with his argu- 


ment ard illustration, citing the case of Pharsob,. 


and showing that God raised him up and hardened 
his heart for the express purpose of showing the 
truth that God was not responsible to man for the 
exercise cf his sovereignty. Then, knowing that the 
rebellious objection would be started in the minds 
of the Roman skeptics that it was inconsistent in 
God to punish a man for actually carrying out the 
divine purpose, he marches bravely to the point, like 
a geometiician who knows that his demonstration is 
built upcn axioms, and says: “Thou wilt sey unto 
me, then, why doth he yet find fault? for who hath 
resisted Lis will? Nay, but, oh man, who art thou 
that replicst against God? Shall the thing formed 
say to him that formed it: Why hast thou made me 
thus? Hath not the potter power over the clay, of 
the same lump to make one vessel unto honor and 
another to dishonor? What if God, willing to show 
his wrath and to make his power known, endured 
with much long-suffering the vessels of wrath fitted 
to destruction, and that he might make known the 
riches of his.glory on the vessels of mercy which he 
has afore prepared unto glory, even us whom he hath 
alied; not of the Jews only, but also cf the Gən- 
iles ?' ; 

You would scarcely believe, my brethren, from lis- 
tening to modern. preaching, that there was such a 
chapter as this in the Bible. But here it is, and it is 
only one of many other passages, all teaching that 
the doctrin itself and those which immediately spring 
out of it are the very foundation on which the sys. 
tem of theology, and the church as a soul-saving in- 
stitution, rest. 
80 forcibly taught, especially in the New Testament, 
that when in 1673 the Westminster assembly of di- 
vines was convened in London by the Parliament to 
draw up a.scriptural creed for the inhabitants of the 
British. isles, after settling the canon of scripture 
they laid down in the very beginning of their work 
this doctrin of the sovereignty of God as the prolific 
fountain from which issued all the rest of the doc. 
trins and duties inculeated by the Christian religion. 
These great scholars occupied more than four years 
in their sessions, comparing scripture with scripture, 
endeavoring to find out what was revesled therein as 
eternal truth, and made God, as an all-wise sovereign, 
the starting: point in their system of theology. 

But although Paul was by far the most copious ex- 
pounder of the dectrins resting upon this axiomatic 
truth of the sovereignty of God, the apostle Peter, 


inspired by the same Holy Spirit, agreed with him,. 


as you will see in his sermon on the day of Pentecost, 
recorded in the second chapter of the Acis of the 
Apostles, where, in addressing a large audience of 
Jews and gentiles, he says: “Him, being delivered 
by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, ye hav taken, and by wicked hands hav cruci- 
fied and slain.” It is alleged by those who wish to 
expunge the doctrin of the decrees of God from our 


| Confession, that if we preached it from our pulpits 


we could get up no revivals of religion to fill the va- 
cant seats in our churches. But as an answer to this 
charge, I point to the amazing success of Peter's 
sermon, where an immense out-door audience were 
so pricked in their hearts by the arrows of conviction 
that they cried out asking what they should do to ba 
saved. Now, look at the apostle’s answer to this 
question. Repent and be baptized, for the promis 
is unto you and to your children, and to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call ;’ which was Paul's way of saying as many as 
God had elected and predestinated to eternal life. 
Oa this occasion, instead of preventing a revivai, it 
produced one, and no less than three thousand souls 
were converted. 

Adam Olark, the Arminian commentator on the 
Bible and the self-appointed attorney at law to de- 
fend his divine client, God, from the reproach of the 


It is so plainly, so frequently, and’ 
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Infidels, in expounding the significant sentence I hay 
quoted from Peter’s great revival sermon, takes the 
ground that, to avoid the blasphemy of making God 
the author of sin, there was a large class of sinful 
events in the future, the crucifixion of Christ being 
one, of which God kept himself in ignorance, and 
therefore was not responsible for. Dr. Olark plainly: 
perceived that any event which God foresaw was as 
certain to come to pass as any past event which he 
aftersaw; and if, “by his determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge,” God delivered up Jesus to be eruci- 
fied by wicked hands, he could not, according to Dr. 
Clark's ideas of equity, rid himself of the responsibil- 
ity of being accessory before the fact, by verbally 
placing the blame upon the Jews and the Romans, 
whose hearts he had hardened and then employed for 
that very purpose; and therefore he was frightened 
at the bugaboo, which has scared Dr. Briggs out of 
his wits and deprived God of his omniscience, so 
that he could not sea the class of sinful events, but 
those only that were good. A child might: hav 
whispered into his ear that before God could select 
the events of which he would keep himself in igno- 
rence, he must necessarily see them in order to decide 
upon their character of good or evil; and if in his 
survey of the future he saw them, and did not use, 
his almighty power to prevent them, he was as much 
the author of sin as Paul and Peter and Calvin and 
the Confession of Faith made him out to be. 

The Arminian theology, therefore, can make no 
pretension whatever to being either scriptural or con- 
sistent with itself. It is a conglomeration of all the 
contradictions and absurdities which our scores of 
sects fancy they find in the Bible. The Arminian 
God has only one eye. He is both a coward, afraid 
to contemplate & part of his own plan, and an igno- 
ramus, knowing nothing of the largest and most im- 
portant class of events that take place in this world, 
nor of the necessary relations they bear to other 
events. In short, he is an imbecil, and as unfit to 
perform the duties of a sovereign ruler of this world, 
much less the universe of worlds, as & man born blind 
is to act as a Iccomotiv engineer on a train of cars 
going at fifty miles an hour. Arminianism is the 
basis of all the creeds of Christendom, Oatholic and 
Protestant, except ours. It is like the multitudinous 
patches upon a beggar's coat, made of all kinds of 
materials, from silk down to shoddy, and displaying 
all kinda of colors and of shapes. 

The only system of theology in the Christian 
world is that whieh is contained in our Confession of 
Faith. Like a demonstration in geometry, it has a 
beginning, a middle, and an end, all linked together 
as a chain that cannot be broken. Embodied in a 
church whose ministers and members believed it, it 
stands in history as a colossal power, commanding 
the respect of all minds that know how to reason and 
love truth for its own sake. It has stood among the 
contending creeds of Christendom as a rock stands 
in the ocean, defying the power of the waves, no mat- 
ter from what quarter the winds blow. It is only 
hated now by tho aliens who hav come in from the 
heretical sects, and who are converting the sone of 
the church into parricides, willing to dishonor and 
destroy their own mother. 

Some people are shocked, as Calvin himself was, 
with the “severity of God,” as displayed in his deal- 
ings with the children of men in regard to their fut- 
ure happiness, and we believe it for the very same 
reason Calvin did, because it is as clearly taught in 
the Bible as kuman language could express it. But 
if on this account you giv up the worship of Jehovah, 
what will you gain in worshiping the God of nature? 
His character is open to the same charge of cruelty 
which men impute to the God of the Bible. He 
allows earthquakes, cyclones, and epidemics of dis- 
esse to sweep off his children by thousands, and al- 
though almighty in power to help physically, and 
intellectually to enlighten, he has never done a single 
thing to prevent such destruction of life and happi- 
ness, but allows the human family to wallow in hope- 
less misery from one generation to another. 

Now, I take the ground that Dr. Briggs, and his 
clerical associates in the Presbyterian church, in 
their deliberate and pertinacious attacks upon the 
fundamental doctrin of the sovereignty of God in 
the work of redemption, hav, either consciously or 
unconeciously, become Atheists. The great Lord 
Bacon, in his Essay on Superstition, says: “Ib is 
better to hav no opinion of God at all, than such an 
opivion as is unworthy of him; for the one is unbe- 
lief, the other is contumely.” The Agnostic is 
neither an Atheist nor a Deist. He neither affirms 
nor denies the existence of a God, but modestly and 
frankly says that, as he knows of no undisputed facts 
in the cage, so he has nothing to justify himself 
either in believing or disbelieving. Dr. Briggs, how- 
ever, as professor of theology, puts contumely upon 
God. He deslares that while God may exercise his 
sovereignty over the other worlds he has created, he 
has no right to do as he pleases with the inhabitants 
of this world. He admits, with Paul, that God is a 
potter, that humanity is the lump of clay, and that 
God has a right to make vessels of honor, but he 
denies altogether that he has any moral right to 
make vessels of dishonor. He thinks he knows bet- 
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with them as he pleases. 


ter than God himself wherein the divine glory con- 


sists, and what is proper and becoming in so august 
a being as God. Thus he first dethrones, then de- 
grades, and finally, to all intents and purposes, an- 


nihilates God. The devils in hell are said in the 


geriptures “to fear and tremble.” Why? Because 
they believe in the all-mighty power of God to do 


Sages They would soon start 
another rebellion if they hada leader iike Dr. Briggs, 


` who would teach the doctrin that God, in fixing the 


character and destiny of his own creatures, usurped 


a power that did not belong to him. By thus rob- | 


bing God of the sublimest and most essential attri- 
bute of his character, he and his confréres hav made 
him as contemptible as the one-eyed God of the 
Arminians and Unitarians. Where is the difference 
between an ignorant, fearful, and imbeeil God on 
the one hand, sud Mumbo Jumbo on the other? 

This questioning of the sovereignty of God, there- 
fore, and the proposition to eliminate it, with its 
dovetsiling docirins, from our Confession of Faith, 
leaves that form of sound words a mere eviscerated 
cadaver calling aloud for burial. It is a proposition 
to preach another gospel, and subjects the inventors 
of it to the awful curse of the Apostle Paul: 
“Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that which we hav 
preached unto you, Jet him be accursed.” 

My brethren, I regard Atheism as the only alterna- 
tiv to Oalvinism ; and as they are the only two sys. 
tems of thought about God and the universe that 
are logical and worthy of respect, I feel that, before 
I close this discourse, I ought, in fairness to the 
Atheists, to giv you, in as few words ss possible, a 
sketch of their creed, for creed it is, and its believers 
are go sincere that they brave and defy all the scorn 
and misrepresentation which their profession of it 
has invoked. E 

The Atheist, like the Oalvinist, has a starting-point 
in his system which he considers axiomatic. It is 
the eternity of matter, and therefore that everything 
which exists at all is matter in some of its infinit 
forms, and that what is not matter is nothing, things 
which are spoken of as immaterial or spiritual being 
only one of the infinit forms of which matter is ca. 
pable. This implies that as matter existed from all 
eternity, under the universal law of change, as to 
time, motion, and form, it will continue to exist for- 


ever. 
The Atheist declines accepting the idea of a per- 


sonal God, because, if God exists ab all, he must 


. needs be infinit and omnipresent ; and since a person 


must occupy space, if God existed as such, he would 
occupy the whole of space, leaving no room for any 
other person or thing; and because, if God were a 
person and had in his character the benevolence and 
power imputed to him, he certainly would do some- 
thing to mitigate at least the sufferings endured by 
the human family.. But the little and only improve- 
ment that has been made in the world in any re- 
spect has been made, not by God, but by man him- 
self. "n 

Atheism teaches that the human race, now stand- 
ing at the head of all organized matter on the earth, 
is the outcome of the process of evolution, whereby 


' the spark called life, after the globe had cooled 


enough to allow it, sprang into existence, just as 
water now appears in a laboratory after the two dry 
gases, oxygen and hydrogen, are placed in a jar, in 
proper proportions, and subjected to a charge of 


` electricity; and that this germ of life, beginning in 


the lowest forms, has worked up through millions of 
years till it has culminated in man, and the present 
degree of development in mind and form which he 
has reached. And it argues that, as this develop. 
ment has, from the beginning, been on ascending 
lines, because there is a law in the onse, we may look 
forward with confidence that the race will not de- 
teriorate, but, under the genial influence of knowl- 
edge, will go on steadily toward perfection in the 
future. 

The Atheist holds the opinion that life in matter 
is like the quality of yeast in meal, it permeates the 
whole mass with its influence, and produces all the 
phenomens we see. Matter is the Saxon term from 
which our word mother is derived, and: indicates the 
capability of the maternal function in nature to pro- 
duce all the infinit forms of life as they exist and 
hav existed, so that according to this scheme there 
is no place in the universe for a personal God and 
no duty for him to perform. As to the mystery of 
suffering, the Atheist explains it by saying that in 
the struggle to emerge from low conditions into 
higher it is a natural and necessary accompaniment. 
It give acuteness to the intellect, and urges it to 
atudy the laws of life and health, and devise ways 
and means, not only of curing, but destroying, the 
causes of disease. i 

In regard to a future state of existence for man, 
after he has worn out his faculties of mind and 
body on the stagé of life, and dies, Atheism is as si- 
lent on the subject as the Old Testament is. But in 
the wonderful organization cf the human body, if the 
thing called the soul, or the will, which prompts to 
all action of the body, and constitutes its personality 
and individuality, exists at all after death, it is not 
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on account of a quality supernaturally imparted to 
it, but because it is as natural to liv after death as 
it was to liv before birth. Man's future after death, 
as his birth was, is a matter over which he had no 
control, and the fate of one. man will be the fate of 
all the human family. Hence Atheism takes no 
stock in religion of any type, regarding it as the 
offspring of ignorance and fear, and when embodied 
in the church, making it the nurse of the most 
jns E institution that has ever existed upon the 
earth. 

The Atheist, if he were offered the immortality 
which the Ohristian expects to enjoy after death, 
upon the understending that he retains the same 
consciousness and intelligence he possesses in this 
world, would probably decline accepting it, because, 
to say nothing of the tiresome monotony, as he calls 
it, of the heavenly employments, it would be impos. 
sible for-him to be happy when he knew that the 
countless millions of the human family, including, 
perhaps, msny of his own kindred, were weeping 
and wailing and gnashing their teeth in the agony of 
eternal hell. fire. There sre other things dearer than 
immortal life; and annihilation is one of them, when 
a person with keen sympathetic feeling is compelled 
to contemplate eternally intense suffering which he 
can do nothing to relieve. 

As a rule of life for the self-government of men in 
their relations to each other, the Atheists accept that 
which was taught by Hillel, the Israelite, Confucius, 
the Chinese sage, and five hundred vears later, by 
Jesus of Nazareth, when he said: Whatsoever ye 
would wish that men should do to you, do ye also to 
them.” This is not a “positiv” law, so called be 
cause it derives all its force from the authority of 
the legislator, but a natural law of reciprocity, which 
was understood even in the childhood of the human 
family; for it requires but little intellect for.& man 
to perceive that if he values his own rights, his equal 
brother values his also; and if he feels ‘that his 
brother should respect Ais rights, the inference is 


Clear that he should respeet his brother's too. 


` Thus you see, my brethren, that if I understand 
it, Atheism, like Calvinism, is a connected system ; 
and in the world of thought they are the only two 
systems. All the others purporting to be such are 
a mere jumble, an orderless mass of unrelated ideas, 
which it is the despair of the human intellect to 
understand. Oalvinism and Atheism being opposit 
to each other, one of them must be right and the 
other wrong. Dr. Briggs and his associates, afraid 
or ashamed to stand up for the Calvinistie system, 
as it is logically and symmetrically contained in our 
Confession; are trying to put it through a metamor- 
phosis that will make it secord with their notions, 
and be popular with the world; but when they finish 
their botched work, snd I must choose between 
them, I hav no hesitation in saying that I would in- 
finitly prefer legitimate and logical Atheism to a 
contemptible and bastard Presbyterianism. 


— — —9-49———————— 
Letter from Mr. Heywood, 


Srares Prison, P. O. Box 100, 

CHARLES TOWN, Mass., April 27, v . 19 

Drar MR Maopowarp: As the struggle to realize 
mental freedom in style of expression persists, I am 
often reminded of views proclaimed by that peerless 
scholar, master philosopher, and world-embracing 
reformer, Stephen Pearl Andrews. When, in 1860-61, 
I was acting general agent of the Massachusetts 
Antislavery Society, I was sitting one morning at 
my desk in the fenced-off corner of the cffice, where 
the executiv committee, Mr. Garrison’s cabinet, used 
to meet, looking at “Love, Marrisge, and Divorce," 
a discussion between S. P. Audrews, Horace Greeley, 
and Henry James, s copy of whieh I had found on 
the shelvs in that headquarters of “crazy” evolu- 
tion, when Oharles K Whipple, one of Garrison’s 
quills, came in. Who is Stephen Pearl Andrews?“ 
I asked. “Hois a scoundrel,” replied the irascible 
quills aforessid. Of course, I was bound: to read 
the book then. “Suppressed” truth live to write 
the history of the suppressors; ideas float further 
on the hisses of opposition than on the accents of 
the most eloquent oratory. If ever severity in re- 
pression could hav won, it certainlv was relentlessly 
tried under “Bloody Mary" in 1549-1556; three 
hundred men, women, girls, and boys were burnt 
alive for heresy. The government was especially 
“kind” in allowing friends of the accused to bring 
bags of powder to be tied about the neck, under the 
arms, and between the legs of those bound to the 
stake among the fagots to be fired, so that by con- 
sequent explosion their bodies would be torn limb 
from limb, and thus pain ended at once. Oranmer, 
Ridley, and Latimer, being the chief intellectual ex- 
ponents of progress, were treated with select severity. 
Cranmer, ss you know, was the spiritual founder of 
the Eaglish church, and the author of the superla- 
tivly noble liturgy still used by Episcopslians. 
Froude, the historian, endeavors to show that Henry 
VIII., the political originator of Episcopacy, was 
“virtuous,” because he did not hav “irregular” re- 
lations with women, but “loved” them legally; that 
is, when he got tired of one wife he would contrive 
to hav her beheaded and then marry another! 
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Fierce indeed were the measures of the Romish 
church to hold England in her grasp; but the ashes 
of “dead” dissent proved stronger than living- 
bodied sfücmation of “ wrong that needs resistance.” 
As growing thought confronts social evil, the old 
fires of staie-church frenzy rekindle in the obscenity 
fury, which Dr. Foote rightly calls the “American 
Inquisition.” 


Vice societies are becoming so very generally de- 


tested that Henry Chase, Comstock's Boston pal,” 
has got a new alias, he has organized himself into 
“The Watch and Ward Society,” the latest associa- 
tion mask behind which “decoys” conspire for 
Christ's sake and the cash it fetches. 
treason was a crime in Haglaud until E-skine, in the 
celebrated cases of Horne Tooke, Hardy, and Cart- 
wright, demolished the fiction. 
spook 
“obscenity” or constructiv indelieaey; they try to 
make a man “an offender for & word.” 
one of the many alleged offanses where opinions are 
fiercely assailed, where there is no “overt act” 
against life or property—said opinions usually being 
rational growth, the truth vs. legalized, classic error. 
If ignorance relativ to“ the gods” was in fewer men, 
as when Abver Kaeeland was jailed for alleged blas- 
phemy in Boston, your graphio Bible pictures would 
be excellent kindling among fagots for truth seeking 
heretics. 
government is to protect persons and property from 
invasion.” 
sons who do not wish to hear or read them then 
there might be a grievance; but no real persons hav 
ever Offered to say that they hav been invaded or 
hurt by alleged obscene prints. 
“spotters” who liv by blackmailing, by invading the 
right of citizens to select their own books and news- 
papers, that pretend hurt. 


Construoliv 


Here the old bloody 
now comes up in the guise of alleged 


It is simply 


Daniel Webster said, “The true cffice of 


If typed or oral views are thrust on per- 


It is “decoys” and 


Elizur Wright said: 
“The Comstock law cannot be enforced without 
falsehood ; no person can be got into court under it, 
unless a Ide is the locomotiv to draw him.” In my 
pending case not even a ‘‘decoy” appeared against 
me; orders from Washington, John Wanamaker's 
“orders,” required Deacon Gregory, the Princeton 
postmaster, to Ze to us. O! course there cannot be 
agreement in morals any more than in religion until 
truth prevails. These laws to force agreement in 
opinions touching morals are the bloody old “ Acts 
of Uniformity” over again. T. B. Wakeman, Elizur 
Wright, and others elearly showed that local etate 
laws are abundantly sufficient to protect persons 
from invasion in these respects, though they never 
hav been enforced against, impudent imposition of 
Bibles on dissenters. So far as enactors of obscenity 
laws had any rational purpose they could not hav 
intended persecution. Hoar, Garfield, and Butler 
protested in Congress that they never intended 
sanction of the fierce persecution of opinions Oom- 
stock has rioted in. The ruling of Attorney. General 
Devens in my case of 1878, of Judge Nelson in the 
ease of 1883, of Judge Pitmsn in the case of 1884, 
and the action of Judge Paul, of Virginia. in releas- 
ing Mrs. Slenker, all sustain our view of the statute 
—that it was never meant to cover publications of 
the reformatory and educational character issued by 
Mr. Harman and our Princeton people. Discussion 
of morals, physiology, and language is absolutely . 
necessary, explicit utterance right and proper, as 
between publishers of books and newspapers and 
their patrons. Judge Carpenter's outrage on Gen- 
eral Butler was not more atrocious than his scan- 
dalous treatment of Mr. Chamberlain in. my case. 
General Butler, of course, will follow up the fight, 
and Carpenter will be impeached and unfrocked, his 
jidieial robes be taken from him, before we get 
through with this serious business. I really hav 
violated no law; no Msssachusetts j adge has put 
me behind prison bars. In 1878 it was Jadge Clarke, 
of New Hampshire; now it 1s a superstitious bigot 
from Rhode Islaod, who, without law and against 
law, has suppressed a newspaper and imprisoned an 
editor in the old Bay State. Ezra H. Hzywoop. 


—— . —— — 


Why Mr. Wanamaker Answereth Not. 


Freno Maoponatp: I am not at all surprised that 
Wanamaker does not answer your questions about 
the Bible. I should be much more surprised if he 
did answer them. He is like a man exposed to 
three saws; if he moves either way or stands still, 
he is sure to be ripped up in the end, and he is 
probably taking the course that he thinks safest for 
himself. If he comes out honestly and confesses 
that the Bible is a filthy, fraudulent, obscene book, 
not fit to be read in families, schools, and churches, 
nor circulate through the mail, as half its chapters 
prove it to be, he will hav all the eighty thousand 
priests and clergymen of this nation and their mill- 
ions of dupes after him like so many hounds, and 
they will hate, despise, and ostracise him to the day 
of his death. That is one saw that he is in danger of. 

If he comes out in favor of the Bible, declaring it 
to be the work of a supreme being, he will prepare 
the way to open such a flood of nastiness from the 
Bible as the world could not get rid of in a thousand 
years. That is the second saw. If he keeps quiet 
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without answering your question, his reputation for 
honesty will be gone forever. That is the third 
Saw. 
II he is honest, he will come out like a man and 
confess that the Bible is not the work of inspiration 
but of ignorant men—that each writer gave the book 
and its God a patch of his own character, and thus 
the Bible was made up, and hag no more divine 
authority than any other book. If Wanamaker will 
come out and confess this in a hundred years from 
this time, his name will stand higher than any or all 
of the eighty thousand clergymen now in this nation. 
` Vineland, N. J. J. HACKER. 
f ; 


What Produces Spiritual Phenomena. 


In the issue of the 21st ult. Mr. Beck takes up his 
pen as an avowed neutral but resigns it as a rampant 
Spiritualist. 


He solicits another solution of spiritualistic phe- 
nomena than magnetism ; but as consistently might 


he endeavor to account for the sights and sounds 


accompanying delirium tremens without considering 


the imbibition of alcoholic liquor. 
I need but to insinuate the significant fact that the 


"eircle" is barren of results, and the efforts of the 


mesmerist are unavailing, during an electric storm. 
The reverend sophist, Bovee Dods, the arch exponent 
of the Spiritualistic field and one of the most adept 


compounders of philosophy and superstition who 


ever tarnished the escutcheon of science, freely 


admits that the virtue of the “circle” depends exclu- 


sivly upon the elaboration and infection of magnetic 
sympathy. i ; 
' Tne simple state of intoxication and the spiritual- 
istic spell are identical in cause—cerebral orgasm, 
due to eutonie action of the nerves and the blood. 
In each case exaltation is succeeded by depression, 
energy by torpor. A spook-smitten friend is loud in 
his boast that he has been both mesmerized and 
initiated into the mystic orgies of the “circle,” and 
that the respectiv sensations differ both in nature 
and degree. In the former surmise he is mistaken, 
in the latter correct. But because he has experienced 
two stages by no means implies that he is familiar 
with twenty. The common * gpiritualistio" state is 
precisely analogous to the first hypnotic stage, 
termed ergoiu dissement. Hypnotism in its broad- 
est signification embraces not alone the lethargic, 
cataleptic, somnambulistie, and ecstatic states, but 
many neurotic disorders which are in many persons 
constitutional, chiefly the hysteric and monomaniac. 
l hypnotists admit the difficulty of acutely distin- 
guishing the blending states between absolute celf- 
consciousness and the introductory hypnosis, 

It is protested by the minions of Spiritualism that 
hypnosis cannot be induced otherwise than by manual 
manipulation or mechanical or chemical aids to sub- 

jugate the senses, repress the will, and divert the 
attention, such being the customary adjuncts of 
mesmeric charlatans. _ 

Reference to any standard work on magnetism will 
quickly dispel such misconceptions, be they ever so 
‘deeply rooted in prejudice. E 

The “magnetic fluid" or other emanation—for 
such undoubtedly exists though its subtilty evades 
chemical analysis—is imparted, not only by mesmeric 
gesture, but by simple contact on a hypnogenic 
zone, or by a mere effort of the will. The morbidly 
nervous are often susceptible to hypnotia influence 
without submitting to the usual process; and the 
fact that a healthy person of moderate, balanced 
intellect and proportionate will power has repeatedly 
to participate in the réance before becoming en rap- 
port with the “spirits,” notwithstanding the cireum- 
stance that the united powers of all composing the 
circuit are focused upon himself, by no means sus- 
tains the objection. 

For explicit expositions of the many problems of 

psychology and magnetism I refer the sincere inves- 
tigator to any skilful hypnotist or to the elaborate 
treatises of Carpenter, Bain, Mansel, Maudsley, 
Charcot, Gessman, Braid, Liebault, and others, 

especially commending those of the schools of 
Nancy and La Salpetriere. If the “ spiritologist,” 
the inebriate, the erethist, and the Bedouin prophet 
demand a sacred resolution of the profane freaks of 
a distempered imagination, philosophy cannot “ stoop 
to conquer.” There is no cure for blissful ignorance 
but enlightenment, no key to the mental mechanism 
but psychology, magnetism, and phrenology. 

The master logician of the age, Alexander Bain, 
rejects Spiritualism, among various reasons, on the 
ground of antecedent incredibility. Its theories are 


compatible with no logical inference; and the silent 


contempt of the scientific world stamps its votaries 
as survivors of a barbaric age. ; 

Tt is strange, the uninitiated may exclaim, that the 
spirits imitate the example of Israel's celestial tyrant 
in manifesting themselvs only to a chosen few; but 
it is by no means marvelous that credulity should 
always be the dupe of its own infatuation. 

No anti-Spiritualist has, to my cognizance, at- 
tempted to establish his individual ideas as a standard 
of infallibility, as misrepresented by Mr. Beck; he 
has simply tested the validity of testimony as Hume 


probability of miracles—by logical canons. 


tested the veracity of credulous witnesses—and the 
No See- 
ularist should be guilty of applying the epithet fool 
to a mistaken man; but that such is the bigot no 
candid man can deny. . 

The Brotherhood of Morslists are asssiled by the 
phantom-brokers because they hav drafted their con- 
stitution in strict accordance with the teachings of 
science and the open page of nature; because they 
hav exerciced a prerogativ pertaining to all free-born 
men in adapting the conditions of membership to 
suit themselvs, and not to pander to the servility of 
ghost-intoxicated opinion. Unless the Moralists en- 
crosach on state or person, such defamatory invective 
are as contemptible as they are unnecessary; for to 
deny their principles is to reject the essentials of 
the entire circle of the sciences. The Moralists evi- 
dently consider it unnecessary to re-investigate that 
which a thousand investigations hav proved to be a 
mental pkenomenon perverted to subserve a super- 
stitious exd. 

As well might the dead demand repeated exhu- 
mation avd eternal repetition of the post-mortem. 
The Brotherhood has not legally prohibited the 
nursery lullaby and the fairy tale, where there are 
bearded babies in ancient swaddling-clothes to relish 
them ; but because they exclude Mother Goose and 
her broomstick from their councils does not signify 
that they “oppose progress.“ 

One hobgoblin champion glories in the happy cas- 
ualty that, despite the scepter of reason, he still 
exists and propagates his species; so did the idol- 
ator, the crusader, and the inquisitor—each by virtue 
of the sacred law, survival of the unfittest. 

I perceive that Mr. Willis stiil endeavors to trace 
the bon-bon in his little stocking to the magic sleigh 
of Kris Kringle ; still searches for the footprints of 
Santa Olaus in the embers on the hearth. So long 
as men will lisp the interrogatories of the nursery, 
to that source they must resort for entertainment. 

In affinity with his coterie, he calumniates those 
whose principles he cannot refute, and joins Mr. 
Beck in deliberately garbling the unequivocal terms 
embraced in Article 3 of the constitution. 
propriate term has so often been applied to those 
who suppress half the truth that I forbear useless 
repetition. 


THE MYSTERIES OF “ OLAIRVOYANOE.” 


During the autumn of 1886, while a resident of 
San Francisco, two letters were one morning left_at 
my apartments by the postman. The address of 
one was written in a familiar hand, and had long 
been anticipated; the other bore a foreign postmark 
and its superscription was wholly unfamiliar. 

_I opened neither, but repaired to the parlors of a 
well-known “clairvoyant” on Eddy street, who, for 
the consideration of a fee, advertised to predict the 
future, solve the problems of the present, and dis- 
close the hidden past. 

I was neither skeptical from prejudice nor credu- 
lous from predilection ; but was not prone to accept 
or reject a theory simply because it was indorsed or 
condemned by current scientific opinion. I regarded 
gll: unauthenticated scientific discoveries as I re- 
garded “revelations”—as a fact or a “revelation” 
only to such party or parties as to whom such had 
been disclosed or revealed.“ Neither balieving nor 
doubting without a good and sufficient cause, I esti- 
mated such facts as I was about to investigate not 
as supernatural but psychical or legerdemain. 

When I explained my mission, she demurred; but 

on doubling the fee she assented, and seated herself 
in & posture of complete repose on an ottoman 
directly confronting the chair which I occupied and 
in close proximity to myself. 
On entering I had perceived the physiognomical 
symptoms of hysteria; and but ten minutes elapsed 
before she entered the somnambulistic state, with- 
out the aid of a magnetizer and without having 
passed the usual intermediate lethargy or catalepsy. 
She demanded perfect silence and enjoined me to 
occupy my thoughts solely with the purpose of my 
mission. She neither saw, nor requested to see, 
either of the missivs, and was content with my ag- 
sertion that the seals were unbroken. 

Concerning the letter whose author I drew from 
the character of the penmanship, she correctly di- 
vined the age, the complexion, the occupation, the 
relationship, the residence, and-the name of the 
writer ; but of the author of the second she would 
not even venture a surmise, while of the contents of 
either she was equally as ignorant as I—a significant 
coincidence. 

On awaking, she dismissed me without ceremony, 
declining to answer any question pertaining to my 
own age or vocation, without re-entering the trance 
or exacting an additional fee. 

For & moment I was perplexed, if not astounded ; 
but on reflection I perceived that she had only re- 
lated circumstances of which I myself had been pre- 
viously aware, with the exception of the age, once 
known, but temporarily forgotten. 

Concerning the recognition of indistinct memories, 
such penetrativ powers are greater only in intensity 
than those which gain a magnetic equilibrium with 


An ap- 


the activ memory and induce a corresponding state 
in the mind of the somnambuliat. 


Such powers are by no means endemic to the 
* elairvoyant," but are possessed in equal degree by 
every accomplished mind-reader and telepathist. 

This equilibrium once attained, the second chain 
of ideas can be partially connected and the associ- 
ation restored in a degree perceptible to the super- 
sensitiv mind of the somnambulist, yet nok obvious 
to the normal senses of the subject. ; 

In such an event it is probable that the congeious- 
ness of personality or individuality in conjunction 
with divided or vacillating attention of the subject 
renders faint memories impalpable to himself, while 
the percipient forfeits all consciousness of her ego 
and concentrates her involuntary and undivided at- 
tention solely upon the memory of the subject. 

I find nothing in standard treatises on hypnotism 
antagonistic to this theory, but much that confirms. 
In order, however, to test the validity of such hy- . 
potheses, I subsequently visited her ostensibly on a 
similar errand, holding in my hand a folded letter 
taken at random from my eseritoir, the contents and 
author of which I had carefully contrived not. to 
perceive or even to suspect, while during her 
“trance” I vividly recalled another communication 
which I had purposely memorized. As I anticipated, 
she fathomed my present thoughts, repeating almost 
verbatim the contents of the communication which 
I was then abstractly contemplating, never once 
alluding to the import of the paper which I held 
folded in my hand. 

As much to my surprise as to her chagrin, the 
“affectionate missiv,” proved on unfolding to be 
a notice of assessment on mining stocks. I would 
be superfinous to add that my patronage was no 
longer continued or solicited. 


Mr. Beck represents one more unfortunate, rashly 
importunate," joined in the mad pursuit of a shadow. 
While I admire the ardor of his “investigation,” I 
would counsel him not to resort to a decomposing 
carcass if he seek the perfumes of Arabia. 

Respecting Mr. Beck's “table,” if its movement 
or rapping be real, the eause is secret. mechanism ; 
if apparent, the cause is optical illusion, heretofore 
explained. In addition, it may be affirmed that the 
existing suspension of the intellect and the abnormal 
exaltation of the fancy render it impossible for the 
participants to discriminate between the imaginary 
and the real. 

The self-engendered hallucination of a single indi- 
vidual can sometimes be dispelled by an effort of 
the half-conscious will; but where there is a union 
of sympathetic individuals, the magnetic concentra- 
tion generates an emotion agsinst which the en- 
feebled will is temporarily powerless. 

Again, in the absence of ilusory movement, the 
table may be actually moved by an assistant, himself 
rendered invisible, and at the option of the medium, 
likewise imperceptible to the remaining four senses, 
either or both being accomplished by hypnotic sug- 
gestion, either verbally or sympathetically imparted. 
For example of such phenomena, see Bjornstrom’s 
“ Hypnotism,” pp. 64, 65. 

In the event of an oral suggestion the suggestion 
itself is obliterated from the memory upon dehypnoti- 
zation, while other details of the “séance” are re- 
membered, wholly or partly, at the option of the 
medium. It should be remembered, e» passant, 
that dehypnotization itself can accomplished at any 
designated moment by suggestion as well as by re- 
verse passes, inhibitory manipulation, juxtaposition 
of a magnet, or antagonistic sympathy. 

Every standard work on hypnotism teems with 
such, and even more complicated, instances; and 
every practitioner is familiar with thousands of seem- 
ingly inexplicable phenomena, both of illusion and 
pure hallucination. As the sphere of knowledge ex- 
pande, that of the supernatural recedes; and to the 
unprejudiced student of magnetism the fundamental 
principle of Spiritualism is identical in character, 
not degree, with those psychological laws on which 
depend thought-transference, or mind-reading, sen- 
sstion and idea transmission, organic sympathism, 
and telepathy, that prince of oriental mysteries en- 
titled the Hindoo Secret Mail. 

The fact once understood that, under such eondi- 
tions, ideas of the false as well as ideas of the true, 
hallucinations as well as realities, can be as easily 
and as vividly transmitted as conceived ; that illu- 
sions of conception, of belief, of consciousness, of 
personality, are as easily induced as the simplest illu- 
sion of the external senses, the nimbus of Spiritual- 
ism will dissolve never to dazz!e and decay again. 

Concerning the answer given by the sibyl in a 
given instance to be correct, is it more rational to 
believe that a tongveless spirit speaks, than to infer 
that the central ideas in the subject mind, namely, 
the meditated question and its doubted or anticipated 
response, both necessarily uppermost and intense in 
the mind of the questioner, should magnetically 
manifest themselvs to one or more parties in the 
circle, who, in reciprocity, magnetically impress tha 
idea of the response so intensely as to render the 
sensation as apparently real as an audible reply? 
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In such an instance no deceit may be intended by 
the percipient, her reciprocity being involuntary. 
Ignorant of the power they wield, they are often 
sincere in believing that the responses nre actually 
dictated by the “spirits,” and scoff at magnetism, 
without which they could nof even exist, as mesmer- 
ists scoff at them. 

That many illusions of the senses, of conscious- 
ness, and of judgment are due to magnetie reaction, 
was at first a hypothesis, but later an ascertained 
fact ; and upon this discovery is founded more than 
one system of mental philosophy. This the “ Spirit- 
ologist" denies, but cannot confute, when he alleges 
by implication that mind-reading is an imposture and 
Bishop’s fame a bauble. 

I would question the devotee whether it is rational 
unconditionally to admit the affirmativ evidence of a 
transitory emotion, in preferenca to the evidence of 
the sober senses, unanimous in the uegativ in a thou- 
sand preceding instances? 

Wherein lies the consistency in asserting the 
figures of imagination to be real, while those cf the 
dream are universally conceded to be false? The 
raven which haunted the tremors of Poe, the ethe- 
real melodies that thrilled the frenzied ear of Milton, 
were none the less “ manifest” than the apparitions 
of the “circle.” ` 

As the Spiritualist idolizes the imagination, so the 
savage worships the dream. But “where ignorance 
is biiss, tis not folly to be wise.” 

Marvin demonstrates that medio-mania is conta- 
gious. That it is a mania, a mere prelude to insanity 

. which, indulged, develops into partial dementis, is a 
physiological fact corroborated by the melancholy 
statistics of every asylum in the land. The nervous 
temperament invariably predominates among its vic- 
tims ; and repeated aggravation of an already morbid 
susceptibility not only renders the victim blind to 
his own disease, but precludes the possibility of cure 
go long as the excitements of the “circle” are 
indulged in. 

Ohronie neurotic derangement finally ensues, 
wrecking both mental and physical functions. The 
reflex system is impaired, the powers of concentration 
and of will decline, consciousness itself becomes a 
treacherous guide, and from this stage the transit to 
the horrors of delirium is rapid and irresistible. 

What is more hideous, yet more pathetic, than the 
frantic aspect of the “haunted maniac?’ The 
attenuated form, the pallid cheek, the crisp and 
almost bristling hair, the muscular convulsions, the 
sunken orbits, the terrified stare, the ghastly gleam 
of the eye—he stands the breathing image of the 
shadowy specter thet first beguiled his reveries. 

Yet whatever may be the fallacies and dangera of 
Spiritualism as a system, every candid opponent 
must acknowledge that its adherents, like the Ezyp- 
tian astrologers, hav unconsciously earned the grati- 
tude of the human race by 80 persisting in a species 
of madness as to attract the analytic attention of 
science. > 

But because some truth has been found in much 
error ia not a valid reason for perpetuating the per- 
nicious alliance after divorce has so often been proved 
both salutary and morally expedient. 

Hypnotism, rightly employed, is & moral as well as 
a physical agent of therapeutics; perverted, it con- 
duces to ignorance and degradation, if not to vice. 

Williams, Ariz. M. L. ŞALTER. 

— — — — 
Religion Undefiaable—Naught Bat Superstition. 

The late lamented Courtland’ Palmer in his exposi- 
tion of “ Positivism; or, the Religion of Humanity," 

-gave this definition of religion: “A saving faith, 
whose creed is based on seience alone.” 

In Tar Truru Szexer of Sept. 13, 1879, we con- 
troverted this definition, together with that of 
another writer, Mr. Brown, who defined religion as 
“the relation and obligation of man to his fellow- 
men, and not to an unknown and unknowable God,” 
which relation. he ssid, was disclosed only by science. 

Webster's Usabridged Dictionary, said we, makes 
a belief in God the very essence of religion, and the 
only hint it giva as to the obligation of man to his 
fellow-man is in a note distinguishing religion from 
morality, in which it says that “morality describes 
the duties of msn, to which true religion slways 
influences.” It speaks of piety and sanctity, faith 
and worship, but its only mention of science is as 
applied to theology or man’s ideas of God. Old 
Noah Webster did embody in his definition “the 
practice of all moral duties,” but took pains to add 
that “the practice of moral duties without a belief 
in a divine lawgiver, and without reference to his will, 
és not religion. 

To undertake, therefore, to eliminate God from the 
definition of religion, we argued, was an outragé on 
common sense. Science does not disclose religion to 
our mind, and we sgree with Noah Webster that the 
practice of moral duties alone is not religion. 

The earliest authority in regard to the derivation 
of the word religion is Cicero, who said it was com- 
pounded of re and legere; to read over again, to 


Christian father, who is supposed to hav died about 
a.D. 315. He is called the Obristian Cicero, and in a 
verbose attempt to define religion he disputes Cicero's 
derivation of the word, characterizes his interprets- 
tion of religion as senseless, and concludes thus: 

They are superstitious who worship many and false gods. 
We, on the other hand, are religious who make our supplica- 
tions to the one true God. f 

Both these authorities, by the way, we consider 
spurious, believing that the works of Cicero and Lac- 
tantius are modern monkish forgeries. Nevertheless 
we accept the fabricated authorities for what they 
are worth, mindful meanwhile that we hav a more 
ancient and authoritativ definition in the epistle of 
James, to wil: 

Pure religion and undefiled before God and the father is 
this: To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 

But what is such a definition worth to a Rational- 
ist? It is evidently the conception of & monk. 
Furthermore, the Greek word threskeia, translated 
“religion,” is derived from the verb threskeuo, “to 
introduce and observe religious ceremonies; to wor- 
ship, to keep holy,” or. as rendered in Latin by. Sere- 
velius, superstitiose Deum colo, veneror, which we 
translate, “to worship or adore the gods supersti- 
tiously.” 5 

For a dozen years past we hav contended that 
religion in its last anslysis is superstition, and no 
new definition by any scientist has at all shaken our 
judgment. 

The last of the attempted scientific definitions that 
has attracted our attention, is that of Prof. de 
Qustrefages (Katr-fazh), of Paris. In his very 
learned work on “The Human Species,” last chap- 
ter, he thus defines religion: 

A belief in beings superior to man and capable of ex- 
ercising à good or evil influence upon his destiny; and the 
conviction that the existence of man is not limited to the 
present life, but that there remains for him a life beyond 
the grave. 

Every people, every man, believing these two things, is 
religious, and observation shows more and more clearly 
every day the universality of this character. 

Disciples of August Comte, professors of “ Posi- 
tiv Science,” and brethren of the Materialistie 
school, what ssy you to that scientific definition ? 

Nay, further ; brethren of the Spiritualistic school, 
how many of you will accept it? You claim that 
the only satisfactory proof of another life is afforded 
by Spiritual phenomena. Some of you, probably 
a majority, still retain a hereditary belief in a su- 
preme being; but you know that many avowed 
Spiritualists are Agnostics. Some of your speakers 
introduce their Sunday lectures with sn ''Invoce. 
tion; but the unbowed heads and open eyes of ihe 
auditors indicate how little that performence is ep 
preciated. ` 8 

Agnostie Spiritualists do not question Professor 
Quatrefages’s proofs of the almost universal belief 
in a life beyond the grave, and of ihe good or evil 
influences of disembodied spirits. But it does not 
follow that whoever belisves in these two things is 
religious. Benevolence, eonseientiousness, venera- 
tion, justice, humanity, love, we ean all understand; 
but in regard to religion mankind are at loggerheads. 
Quatrefages recognizes this when he says, We 
must almost everywhere, probably everywhere, dis- 
tinguish religion from superstition.” As if it were 
possible to do so! Would Quatrefages accept Lac. 
tantius’s statement that only those are religious who 
make supplication to the one true God? Certainly 
not, for he says: : 

I grant that religion and superstition are often, as it were, 
fused into the creeds of certain races, so that the priest and 
the sorcerer are confounded in one person. But this is not 
always the case; and even where the connection forms an 
apparent confusion, we should unquestionably distinguish 
the two elements. 

But the learned professor of anthropology, though 
nominally a Roman Catholic, has dogmatically sf- 
firmed the universality of the religious sentiment ; 
and though he would fain eliminate superstition 
from the religion of the savage and barbarian, he 
would also eliminate it from Christianity, which he 
admits is chargeable with it in a lesser degree. But 
when superstition, which is the worshipful or God 
element, is gone, what is left of religion? Does not 
Noah Webster say that “the practice of moral duties 
without a belief in & divine lawgiver, and without 
reference to his will, is not religion?” And with this 
authority, uneffected by the contradictory definitions 
of pseudo science, are we not amply justified in main. 
taining that religion in its last analysis is naught but 
superstition ? ANTIOHRIST. 


tO 
Reformation of Oar Judiciary. 

Thanks to Thomas Paine, the Author-Hero of our 
Revolution, in the formation of our republic the 
rights of the minority were held sacred, and protected 
by means of the judiciary. 

The mejority, swayed by prejudice, inflamed by 
passion, or corrupted by bribery, might assail the 
rights of the minority, might succeed in enacting 
laws depriving the minority of their rights of person 


reflect upon, or to study the sacred books in which | or property; but the judiciary was enthroned in the 
religion is delivered (McOlintock and Strong's Oyo.). | temple of justice, to prevent oppression and insure 
. The next uninspired authority is Lactantius, a' equal rights and privileges to all, 


Why, then, does injustice prevail? How account 
for the disgraceful—and because to so great extent 
justifiable, all the more disgraceful—lynehingsat New 
Orleans, Oysterville, and Walla Walla? 

Because the judiciary has failed in its high office, 
has forfeited the respect and confidence of the 


people. 

riminals with wealth, with political influence, or 
a pull on the ring that rules, hav nothing to fear 
from the courts. Oourts of law exist; but courts of 
justice are few and very far apart. 

In civil cases, the poor hav but faint hope of jus- 
tice ; if the opponent is wealthy, a powerful corpo- 
ration, or a political heeler, they hav none. 

In cases between the wealthy, instead of decisions 
in harmony with the law and the facts, compromise 
verdicts are rendered. Jurors worn out by the ob- 
stinacy or knavery of one of their number, and 
longing to get away to home or business, agree 
on à verdict in direct violation of their convictions of 


right and justice. 


If damages are sued for—it has almost become the 
custom—after a few hours, failing to agree, each 
juror marks on a paper his estimate of the amount 
that should be awarded; they may vary, from $5 to 
$5,000. The sum total of all the estimates is added 
by the foreman, and that amount, divided by twelve, 
rendered as the verdict. 

Instead of the most estimable and able lawyers be- 
coming judges, the really able lawyer cannot afford 
to sacrifice his practice for the small pay (and, each 
year becoming more and doubtful, honor). The most 
honorable of the legal profession will not descend to 
the demagogism, and befoul themselvs in the filthy 
pools of political corruption, necessary to insure eles- 
tion or appointment. 

The few noble and true men who adorn the bench 
(each year this class is growing less) are oft grieved 
and disgusted by the verdicts of juries, realizing 
what s waste of effort it wes to instruct them in the 
law, seeing they were selected with especial care as 
to their quslifications, and the possession of intelli- 
gence would hav excluded them from the position of 
juror. 

It is undeniable that our entire system of judiciary 
neads revision and reformation. 

We hava military school at West Point, for the 
education of youth, selected from all parts of the 
United States, to become cfficers of our army, and 
a similar institution at Aunapolis, for educating 
youth to become officera of the navy. After recom- 
mendation for appointment they hav to pass an ex- 
amination in repard to their qualifications physically 
and mentally. Once admitted, they become wards of 
the nation. They are provided for for life, or during 
good behavior ; and the highest honorsand positions 
in the army or navy are the goal of their ambition. 
Experience has proved the wisdom and great advan- 
tages of these institutions. The money they cost is 
well expended, yet we may not hav another war in 
a hundred years. 

Why not hav a judiciary school on the same prin- 
ciple in each state, the students selected from the 
various counties and passing necessary examina- 
tions as to mental and physical qualifications, and 
let the sheriffs summon from the passed classes of 
such state law schools the needed panels of jurors? 

From the most able of the thus selected jurors 
select justices of the peace, police judges; and from 


the best and most able of the justices, judges of the 


other courts, Clear up to jadges of the Supreme Court 
of the United States? 

Such a system would save thousands of dollars 
yearly to every county in every state in the Union ; 
would greatly lessen the amount of litigation; for real- 
izing that the case would be tried by jurors of intelli- 
gence, well versed in the law, and unapproachable by 
corrupt influences, the wealthy, powerful corporation 
would be disposed to yield to honest settlement and 
save expense of law suit, which could only result in 
verdict in accord: with the law and the evidence. 

Such jurors could not be befogged by the wiles 
and pettifogging tricks of the cunning and unveru- 
pulous lawyer. High courts, where only the same 
honest regard to the rights of the question would 
hav influence, would render the now invariable 
* appeal" a thing of the past. . 

Will those most competent consider and discuss 
this crude suggestion ? O. B. Rzxxorps. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W. 8. BzLr has been giving courses of lectures at Arcadia 
and Hamburg, Ia. His address is, Clinton, Ia., 816 Tenth 
avenue, in care of James A. Greenhill. 


Ox Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock, May 10th, Thomas 
Gardner, of Brooklyn, will lecture before the Newark Lib- 
eral League, 177 Halsey street, subject: Is There Proof 
of Human Progress?“ 


u Pgorzssog GusroN's Social Economics” wil be T. B, 
Wakeman’s subject at the Manhattan Liberal Club, Friday 
y 8th. The month's program will be interesting, 
p'akers being Henry Frank, the heretical 
Y., Dr. R. K. Noyes and 
The 


evening, Ma 
among the the £ 
preacher of Jamestown, N. 
J. M. L. Babeoek, of Boston, both radical Infidels. 


Club meets at 220 East 15th street. 


rs 


then I confess myself color. blind. 
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Communitalions. 


The Inconsistency of Spiritism. 


In an address to the Brotherhood of Moralists in 
yours of the 14 ch inst. Mr. W. L. Willis, who pro- 
fesses to be neither an Anarchist, religionist, immor- 
alist, nor Spiritualist,” givs his reasons for not joining 
the Brotherhood, the principal one being, as he pom. 
pously asserts, that he knows too much ; this excess 
of knowledge (!) consisting in his “knowing that 
people liv after they go through so-called death as 
well as he knows that they liv here” He further 
states that this knowledge is & scientific fact, but as 
there is no religion about it, he discards Spiritualism 
in toto. 

Never was creed or cause deserted for more flimsy 
grounds than those advanced by Brother Willis for 
deserting the ravks of Spiritualism. First firing a 
broadside into it because he labors under the hallu- 
cination—a state of mind, by the way, to which all 
believers in spocks, ghosts, or spirits sre peculiarly 
addicted—that his newly discovered science of 
Bpiritology" is engaged in mortal combat with its 
arch-enemies, the religious Spiritualists, he winds 
up his rodomontade by predicating for his new- 
fledged “ science” the very processes and phenomena 
upon which Spiritualiem is based. 

Brother Willis is evidently not aware that in the 
last century people had as positiv knowledge that 
there were witches, as he has that there are spirits, 
and that one is precisely as much a superstition, 7.e., 
a belief begotten of ignorance of natural law, as the 
other. His (ff rt is really most conspicuous for its 
inconsistencies and ambiguity. After taking Spirit- 
ualists to task for their attempts to twist these nst- 
urs] facts [showing that he accepts them as facts him- 
self] into evidence that their religion is true," he 
again turns his attention to the Brotherhood of 
Moralists, accusing them of siding Christians in 
driving mediumship from the earth, which, if left 
severely alone, would soon destroy both of their 
creeds. Yes, and so would Canada thistles soon 
overrun the whole world if allowed to * put in their 
work” without let or hindrance. After this grave 
charge he delivers himself of a still graver one, 
namely, that the Brotherhood has pledged itself not 
to investigate spirit phenomena and to expose me- 
diums whenever it can. As for the first charge, 
I would say that I, as a member of said Brotherhood, 
hav cffared to deposit $100 with the Truth Seeker 
Company to investigate these phenomena with any 
medium, I agreeing to conform to all rules, which 
challenge has never been accepted. And as for 
“ exposing” mediums, if they are what they profess 
to be, how can they be exposed? Why should they 
fear exposure? An honest person invites investiga- 
tion, but mediums shun it, because none of them 
dare submit to it. If their alleged mediumship 
were real, could they be exposed, and if feigned, 
should they not be? If he were confident of the 
reality of his alleged facts, would he not rather invite 
Serutiny than deprecate any attempts made in that 
direction ? i 

After having delivered himself at great length of 
the burdens that oppress his soul“ concerning the 
dangers that baset his new fangled *'science," he at 
last gets out in presenting his readers with some cf 
the “ facts ” relating thereto, said facts constituting 
the “overstock of knowledge” under which he is 
laboring, and which, duly conveyed to the anxious 
world, consist in instructions how to form circles to 
inveigle any spirit that may happen to be lurking 
around to “ manifest” him or her self, but to be care- 
ful not to confound such manifestations with those of 
Spiritualism. 

As for the facts presented being an innovation on 
those of “religious spiritualism,” I would say that 
if they are not horses of the same breed and color,” 

It has been said "that there is but one step from 
the sublime to the ridiculous,” and that “the moun- 
tain heaved and brought forth a mouse,” which say- 


' ings occurred to me when, after having been kept 


on the tip-toe of expectation” for helf an hour or 
longer, with visions of the newly-discovered facts 
that would settle the question of immortality forever 
floating before my mental gaze, I found them sim- 
mered down to & few ordinary rape, table tippings, 
and *'sich-like" demonstrations which any mischiev- 
ous boy or fun-lovieg “sitter” can produce in the 
circle, but which to his or her confiding con/réres 
are unmistakable signs of spirit existence. He 
divulges his faots“ by giving the old regulation 
rules for forming a cire’e, sitting around a table 
* flat footed” (club footed ones therefore need not 
apply), room perfectly dark—ihe expected spooks 
must be therefore imps of darkness—and if there 
is a "strong" medium present the sitters may 
get a demonstration the first or second sitting. 
Methinks, however, that if said “strong” medium 
has any consideration at all, he will giv them all the 
demonstrations they want at the first sitting. To 
guard against all contingencies, however, esused by 
the absence of any “strong media,” he advises the 


sitters to prolong their efforts of entering into com- 
munication with the spirit world to at least twelve 
sittings (4 la protracted meeting style), and if the 
obstinate spirits do still refuse to enter en rapport 
with them, let the tired and disgusted ones (who 
would not be by this time?) vacate the premises to 
make room for new sitters, amongst whom, it is 
devoutly to be wished, a strong medium may per- 
haps be found of sufficient influence to convert the 
unregenerate to the new “science” of Spiritology. 

As for accusing the unregenerate in not investigat- 
ing the newly discovered facts” of the science of 
Spiritism, the charge appears more applicable to 
believers in ghostoiogy themselvs, for the very con- 
ditions they impose upon would-be investigators, sit- 
ting in the dark, eto., preclude all honest investi- 
gation. 

Imagin half a dozen or more scientists sitting in a 
circle and prosecuting their researches in utter dark- 
ness? Oan anything more absurd be conceived of! 

They seek in every possible way to assist and 
intensify their vision, to enable them to penetrate the 
vail that enshrouds the mysteries of nature, but 
instead of thus assisting them Spiritists coolly 
demand that they dispense with what little vision 
they hav. Such a “seience” deserves less recog- 
nition than the veriest amateur sleight-of-hand per- 
former whose manipulations are carried on in broad 
daylight. 

In the same issus appear replies from H. Philbrick 
and Veritas to mine of January 17th, to the effect 
that it can be mathematically demonstrated that if 
souls exist they would fill all space within a compara- 
tivly brief period, seeing that it is generally sgreed 
by all advanced scientists that the infinit number of 
worlds pervading space will during their prime pro- 
duce essentially the same organisms as ours, and 
that if the mind evolved on one is immortal it must 
be on all, as all owe their being to the same primary 
source. Mr. Philbrick says that “he sets out with 
giving us & mathematical demonstration, but fails 
entirely in his effort.” If Mr. Philbrick will refer to 
my article again he will find that I did not offer to 
make such computation at that time, but merely 
argued that inasmuch as infinit space, being divided 
into limited parts by an infinit number of worlds 
producing life like ours, would become filled with 
souls within a computable period, immortality would, 
therefore, not be true, as it would preclude further 
soul-evolution when space had become filled with 
souls, which would be tantamount to asserting nat- 
ure’s finiteness. This computation has been made 
and will appear in the Moralist, the crgan of the 
Brotherhood of Moralisis. As to whether the facts 
and figures therein presented can be disputed, he 
may be able to determin after their examination. 

The infinit extent of mind evolution is not taken 
into consideration by believers in immortality. They 
hav even no adequate conception of the comparstivly 
limited amount evolved from our own insignificant 
little planet. They forget that however diffsrentiated 
the trend of structural formation may be on different 
planets, the mind principle must be intrinsically 
alike in all, at least so far as its continuity is con- 
cerned. All sprang from the same common stock, 
the cosmic energy diffused through infinit space, 
first forming itself into worlds having the same ele. 
mentary construction, as spectrum analysis has shown, 
and this, evolving necessarily the same plasmatic 
base for organic life, must produce essentially the 
same beings as we behold on this planet. This 
postulate sdmits of no contravention. Admitting, 
then, that the life-principle evolved on other worlds 
is as immortal as it is alleged to be on this, it is ap- 
parent that the soul-produet from each one is radi- 
ated toward its neighboring planets, which radiation 
of souls, continuing during the life-evolving period 
of each planet, must result in the eventual meeting 
of these hosts of souls thrown cff from these various 
worlds, resulting in the entire filling up of the inter. 
stellar spaces separating them. Aud such filling up 
is accomplished in but a fraction of a planet's life- 
time, as the facts and figures will show, assuming 
the same rate of increase for other planets as we 
behold on this, although on larger ones it is, or will 
be, no doubt proportionately greater. This rate of 
mind-evolution is so prodigious that if I were to say, 
without being backed by indisputable figures, that 
the souls of the beings thrown cff from this little 
planet alone during the last six thousand years would 
reach to a hight many million miles beyond the sun 
in every radial direction, it would be regarded as 
preposterous. But even though it took six trillions 
of years, or even ages, to fill the distances sepa- 
rating the various systems teeming in space, what 
would such epoch be to eternity? Why any need 
of resorting to figures at all to compute the time 
within which these interstellar spaces would become 
filled with souls, if life were immortal, seeing that 
such filling up would be the inevitable result of soul- 
evolution? What even if two or three entire world- 
generations or life-evolving epochs were required to 
fill the distances separating them with their soul- 
product? What are such generations to eternity! 
Hav not an infinit number of world-epochs pre- 
ceded them? And must not the same proportionate ! 


amount of life hay bsen evolved during each one of 
these anterior epochs? And can it hav been less 
immortal than ours? Could nature hav shown any 
partiality in that direction? Ate her sttributes and 
potentialities not eternal? Could she during any of 
her former life-evolviug periods hav fallen short in 
her highest possible mental developments? Then 
must not an infinit number of sentient beings hav 
preceded us? And must infinit space therefor not 
hav been filled with souls an infinit number of times 
already from the infinit number of prior worlds, if 
any immortal souls were ever evolved at all? But 
is such postulate not the hight of absurdity, seeing 
that space or any other receptacle can be filled but 
once, uniess it is emptied of its contents? And must 
space, therefore, not be similarly kept vacant of souls 
that new minds may be eternally evolved ? 

It will be objected to these various propositions 
that soul-substance or spirit-essence is not of the 
same nature as matter, and can therefore not be 
compared to it, or, as Mr. Philbrick puts it, there 
is no accumulation of matter in the universe.” This: 
brings ua to another point. which will also show 
how fatal this admission is to the doctrin of im- 
mortality. i 

I contend that if “spirit essence” is not a sub- 
stance of some kind, then it does not exist.. How- 
ever sublimated we may conceive it to be, it is either 
some-thing, ?. e., substance, or zothing, in which 
latter cage it exists only in the imagination. No 
medial line is possible or conceivable between the 
two proposiiions. If souls exist they must there- 
fore be a something, or, as Hugh O. Pentecost calls 
it, “a something or other,” implying some kind of | 
substance, however subtil or ethereal it may be in 
its nature, but which, being substance, would, in its 
evolvement from “matter” or cosmic energy, involve 
an accumulation of substance or matter which Mr. 
Philbrick himself denies the possibility of. 

If, then, it is admitted that souls, if they exist, are 
some kind of substance, it can also nob be denied 
that this, their substance, must occupy a certain 
amount of space, which, in fact, is not denied by the 
advocates of Spiritism, this substance being in con- 
formity as to size and general outline with those it 
attained while in its fleshly “tabsrnacle.” The in- 
tegrity of its configuration is supposed to remain 
inviolate after it has she ffled off its mortal coil,” 
as without such preservation recognizance would be 
impossible. Spiritists even go so far as to assert that 
spirits recognize each other by certain physical de- 
formities, scars, loss of leg or arm (head also!), 
showing bey ond all question that they are supposed 
to retain their original proportions in spirit-life, 
This established, the question next presents itself, 
where can spirits exist but in space? Is there any 
space outside the physical universe whereto they may 
migrate? Can “spirit land,“ or the Christian's 
heaven, be anywhere but between the distances that 
separate the world-systems? Is there a limit to the 
universe? If, then, it is further admitted that 
spirits, if they exist, are some kind of substance, 
and occupy a certain amount of space within the 
physical universe (in my computations I averaged 
them at four feet high, with one square foot standing- 
room, certainly a Jow enough estimate), it is apparent 
that interstellar space must gradually become occu- 
pied with the souls evolved from the various life- 
generating planets pervading it, and that it is but a 
question of time when it would be filled to repletion 
with them, precluding further additions and further 
goul evolution. i 

But there is still another view in connection with 
this subject, showing how utterly at variance the 
doctrin of immortality is with every known law of 
nature and science. I refer to the great law of the 
conservation of energy, which teaches that there can 
be no increase of matter or energy in the universe. 
Spiritists claim in direct opposition to this law that 
with the birth of every conscious organism an eter- 
nally existing being is added to all pre existing beings, 
which, of course, increases the sum-total of all ex- 
istences to that extent, as the physical elements con- 
atituting the “lower ego” remsiz the same in num- 
ber and quantity, not having decreased by one single 
atom. They formed certain alliances constituting the 
individual and then dissolved their partnership, each 
“ going on his way rejoicing” without the annihila- 
tion of a single member. Bui during said compact 
a new being is alleged to hav been thrown into ex- 
istence, which is claimed to exist forever, and, as we 
hav seen that this being must be of some kind or 
other" substance, an eternal increase or accumula- 
tion would be the result, a proposition diametrically 
opposed to the primary Jaw of nature. 

Again, if through certain affiliations of matter, 
spirit-substance was eliminated, would matter not 
suffer a corresponding loss or depletion resulting in 
its final extinction? Would matter not be trapsub- 
stantiated into spirif-substance if such elimination 
were taking place? Mind-evolution, as we hay 
seen, must hav been going on through endless 
cycles of eternity, and yet matter has not lost a 
scintilia of its potency, and will unquestionably 
continue to evolve mind for all eternity to come. 
From whatever standpoint we view the doctrin of 
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life-everlasting, it is utterly at variance with every | its kind in the state. 


accepted postulate of science. 
Marengo, Lil. H. Werrsrem, 


— — . — 


The Preachers Worsted. 


The Portsmouth, O, Public. Library is about to 
be opened on Sundays. 

Of course, to this movement, this proposed change 
for the good of the masses, the preachers and ortho- 
dox fanatics strenuously object. 

Now, since the library’s founder—Colonel Wharton, 
deceased, & Liberal of broad ideas and pronounced 
views—started it upon its mission, it has been open 
to the publie but three days in each week. Recently, 
however, a movement to open “daily” was set in 
motion. Ministers of the gospel and some of their 
respectiv flocks interpreted “daily” to mean the six 
days of iabor, exelusiv of the Sabbath. On this 
interpretation attempts were made to raise the money 
necessary to meet the expenses which would be 
incurred by the “three additional days“ opening. 
Calls for financial assistance through the papers 
passed unheeded. The public seemed “ deaf, dumb, 
and blind” to the proposition. Datermined to feel 
the public’s pulse aright, I drafted a subscription 
paper in key to the proposed three-day scheme. I 
spent two whole days in visiting Portsmouth’s most 
prominent and influential citizens, and in that time 
secured only four subscribers. The broad, fair- 
minded people wanted a “seven-day opening” or no 
change at all. Changing my subseription paper to 
meet their views, I in two days secured nearly $500. 

This aroused the Ministerial Association, whose mem- 
bers met, wrote a card and published it in public 
print. It appeared in the daily Blade and was as 
follows: 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? i 

Hditor Blade: The Ministerial Association of Portsmouth 
respectfully ask what is designed by the proposition to open 
the Public Library daily.“ Is it for six days or seven? 
Satisfied that there is doubt in the minds of some subscribers 
on this point, honesty and fair play demand that this ques- 
tion should be answered fully and clearly. While most 
heartily sympathizing with the effort to open the library on 
six days in the week, if Sunday opening is contemplated we 
most earnestly protest against it, believing it would be inju- 
rious to the best interests of the community. Christians are 
advised to hav a distinct understanding of this matter before 
aid is given to any attempt to break down or remove any of 
the barriers which preserve the sanctity of the Christian 
Sabbath. 

Adonted at the Ministerial Association of Portsmouth, 
April 6th, and ordered published in the daily Blade. 

Wu. W. Mix, Secretary. 


Of the above card Valjean, the brave and fearless 
editor of the Blade, said this editorially : l 


Oar knowledge, so far as it goes, is that the subscription 
being taken up is with the undoubted, unquestioned under- 
standing that a reading-room, similar to the Hamilton- 
Peebles Reading Room on Second street, whiċh is kept open 
every day in the week including Sunday, is to be fixed up 
end furnished in the Public Library building, and kept open 
every d&y in the year, including Sundays, for the benefit and 
enlightenment of the people when they choose to avail them- 
selvs of the glorious opportunity offered. And we believe 
init. It is the right thing to do. Of all the days in the 
week, Sunday is the day when the poor working men and 
women can best spare the time to read, when they can best 
spare the time to go to the library. There is an unused 
room in the Public Library that is to be prepared as a 
reading-room and opened for this purpose. 

We do not share the feelings of the Ministerial Association 
upon this question. If they taboo the Public Library on 
Sunday, why not the other? Both should be kept open. 
Looked at from a moral standpoint, it is the right thing to 
do, and we hope the public will see to it that sufficient 
money is subscribed for that purpose. 


The next day I had published in the Blade the 


. following: 
JUST WHAT IT MEANS. ` 


Editor Blade: An article headed, What Does It Mean?“ 
recently appeared in public print. It bore the signature of 
Rev. W. W. Mix, secretary of the Portsmouth Ministerial 
Association, and carried with it the conviction that the min- 
isters had held a meeting and conversed together. Almost 
exclusivly it dwelt upon the Public Library subject, oppos- 
ing the Sunday opening of the institution and the subscrip- 
tion list now being circulated for its benefit. Occasionally 
and between the lines the circulator of the subscription list 
‘was slapped with moderation and his honesty of purpose 
questioned. The inference was left that he was by some 
hocus-pocus deceiving or conjuring the people—sort of 
hypnotizing them and getting their signatures against their 
wil or consent. Now, the signers comprise the best of 
Portsmouth’s citizens—bankers, lawyers, and mechanics— 
persons, you know, who don’t sign papers blindfolded ; per- 
sons who are honest themselvs and who recognize the hon- 
esty of others. Of course, being the one in whose hands 
this much.dreaded ” (?) subscription list is, I know some- 
thing about the present Public Library movement. At first 
I started out with a list calling for money with which to 
open three additional days in the week." That was a flat 
failure, a whole lot of citizens refusing tosign and giv. And 
here let me say that almost the first person solicited to“ take 
stock ” on that paper was a preacher—one of the members, 
if you please, of the Ministerial Association alluded to above. 
He flatly refused, and I passed on. I next consulted with 
some of ourcity’s most prominent and influential people and 
the plan to secure a ‘‘ seven-days opening? was devised. It 
is the same for which I am now laboring, and for which I 
am glad and proud to labor. So far I hav met with but one 
refusal on the ground that a Sunday opening” is to occur, 
and this refuser occupies one of the city pulpits. Up todaté 
nigh unto $500 has been guaranteed. By Monday next it is 
thought it will havrun up to $600. In the mean time a sub- 
scription list securing ten cents per month per person for 
one year" will be circulated among the employees of the 
factories aud industries of the city, and in this way the Pub- 
lie Library be made one of the finest and best institutions of 


These are the facts as I know them, 
and they are cheerfully and publicly given. 
WILL S. ANDERES. 


To this David S. Tappan, pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian church, felt called upon to answer in the 
appended orthodox strain : 


SUNDAY OPENING OF THE LIBRARY. 


Editor Blads: The card from the Ministerial Association 
which appeared in Monday’s Biade has served one good pur- 
pose atleast. It has made clear the true animus and intent 
of those circulating the subscription for the '' daily ” open- 
ing of the Public Library. Never having seen the paper, I 
can say nothing as to its wording, and presume from what has 
been said, that it was sufficiently definit, but anyone who 
has had any experience in circulating petitions, knows very 
well that nothing is more common than for people to sign 
papers, the full import of which they do not grasp in the 
Single hurried reading that they giv to them. Especially is 
this the case when it is generally known that 4 movement is 
on foot looking toward a certain end. In very many cases 
signers will unconsciously interpret a petition in accordance 
with previously formed opinions, not thinking it necessary 
to weigh the meaning of each word. That this was the case 
in the present instance there is abundant evidence. The at- 
tendance at the weekly meeting of the Ministerial Associa- 
tion on last Monday was unusually large, and yet there was 
only one member out of the entire number who felt sure that 
the movement on foot for the “ daily ” opening of the library 
meant ‘‘seven days” in the week. Perhaps he was the only 
one who had been permitted to read the subscription paper. 
Again, some of the most intelligent citizens in the community 
who read the paper and signed it hav assured the writer that 
they never for a moment thought that a Sunday opening was 
contemplated. 

Ido not believe that the workingmen of Portsmouth in 
any considerable number favor any such step They are in- 
telligent enough to see that in proportion as. the sacredness 
of the Christian Sabbath is destroyed, the danger of their 
being compelled to labor seven days instead of six is in- 
cressed. 

As a matter of wisdom and good business management, I 
think it a grave mistake that the library should be so con- 
ducted as to antagonize anv considerable element in the com- 
munity. For its greatest efficiency, if not its continued exist- 
ence, it needs the united support of all classes. The Minis- 
terial Association in the paper which was unanimously 
adopted at their last meeting hav uttered no uncertain sound 
in regard to their attitude. They may be ignored and sneered 
at, their good will and hearty support may be counted as 
worth nothing in such a matter as the management of the 
Public Library, but there are Christian -business men and 
Citizens of wealth and influence who feel as deeply on this 
subject ag they do, whose hearty ccéperation it may be well 
to secure and retain. 

As a private citizen of Portsmouth, deeply interested in 
everything that concerns its welfare and the highest good of 
its people, not claiming to speak as the advocate of the 
laboring man, but acting, I believe, in his interest, I want to 
express my decided and unalterable opposition to the open- 
ing of our City Library during any part of the Christian 
Sabbath. This is where I stand, and these are the sentiments 
I would express, even though I stood alone and hoped to in- 
fluence no one else. Davm S. Tappan. 


I retorted with these kind and loving lines which, 


set to music, or as they are, would, and will, cheer 


the heart of almost any praying, bowing man: 


Hditor Blade: An extravagant yarn from the pen of Rev. 
Dr. Tappan appeared in your issue of yesterday. It was of 
the same tone and tenor as the card from the Ministerial 
Association which came with the Blade of Monday. In fact 
the card and the yarn so resemble each other, that it is not 
at all unlikely that the author of the one is the author of the 
other. At any rate both contain a sort of vindictiv fling at 
the writer—inferring that he has acted dishonestly in the 
matter of & certain subscription list in the interest of the 
Public Library and has deceived the people into signing the 
same. This insinuation I will try to pardon; and while it 
is not an indication of greatness of mind it is to be hoped 
the gratuitous aspersions of myself will do their authors a 
certain amount of good and afford them a degree of secret 
pleasure. Of course, being a nativ of Portsmouth, I am in- 
Clined to think that those who hav lived here for years know 
me best. They are aware of my honesty of purpose and 
straightforwardness in the present Public Library movement. 
They know me, and hav known me from a toddler up. 
They know what I hav been, what I am, and what I am 
striving to be. They know that I hav fought hard to over- 
come mistakes of the past, and that I am making an honest 
effort for the future. Birds of passage may chirp a contra- 
dictory song, but their notes will lose their tone and melody 
before the searching rays of reason and of truth. 

Now, yesterday's yarn in one place reads: In very many 
cases signers will unconsciously interpret a petition in ac- 
cordance with previously formed opinions, not thinking it 
necessary to weigh the meaning of each word. That this 
mas the case in the present instance there is abundant evi- 

ence.” 

I take it for granted that by ‘‘ petition,” subscription list“ 
is meant, for between the two there is a difference, the latter 
carrying with its terms a financial or other consideration, 
and the former being simply the prayers of a people. As to 
the signers ‘‘ not weighing the meaning of words,” that 
such was the case in the present instance,” and ‘‘ that there 
is abundant evidence to prove the same,” was easy for David 
8. Tappan to write, but I think it would hav been very much 
better to furnish the evidence than to make auch wholesale, 
unfounded sayings. It is easy to use sweeping assertions, 
but there is little argument in them. 

In still another place this occurs: Again, some of the 
most intelligent citizens in the community who read the 
paper and signed it, hav assured the writer that they never 
for a moment thought that a Sunday opening was contem- 

lated." 
p Indeed! Inteligent citizens read the paper and signed 
it, and then didn’t know what they had read and what they 
had signed. A more mixed mixture of theory and blunder 
could not be penned by mortal man. 


And, by the way, would it not be right and proper for you - 


to giv tbe n&mes Of these intelligent citizens? ‘They may 
not be signers at all, and a comparison of your list with the 
original will, you know, tell the tale. As it now stands, 
you do not know who are in fact signers, for you admit you 
hav never seen the paper. By not giving the names you 
probably take the course easiest for you. And how easy, 
indeed, it is for you to be mistaken! 

As to how the sons and daughters of toil, who work six 


days in dust and noise, stand regarding a Suuday opening, 


. 


they know best themselvs. 
will take advantage of the chance to get one day in seven in 
which to visit our Public Library and become acquainted 
with the volumes upon its many shelvs. 
people are asking it, not because certain classes affirm or 
oppose, but as a matter of justice, equal and impartial to 
all. Let justice be done, though the heavens should fall,” is 
a motto they want to put into practice. 


I rather think, however, they 


The body of the 


As Shakspere has it: 


Poise the cause in Justice's equal scales, g 
Whose beam stands sure, whose rightful cause prevails. 


f Wirt S. ANDRES. 
Valjean followed next with a sweeping editorial 


thus: 


I wish some of you newspaper men would take the matter 


in hand and find out what right the Ministerial Association 
has to mix in and say whether or no the city of Portsmouth 
shall open its Public Library on Sundays. They are only 
sojourners here, most of them, and none of them are perma- 
nent citizens. 
to be called to a higher salary. One of them who has fig- 
ured conspicuously over his own signature in the matter, is 
oven now released by his church and is going away in a few 
ays. 


They are all liable to go away at any time— 


We acknowledge to having been a little startled when the 


above observation was addressed to us, for it was by one of 
our oldest and most orthodox Christians, one of the main 
pillars of a prominent church, and who for fifty years and 
more has been one of its most devoted communicants. 
hav great respect for the Ministerial Association, individually 
and collectiv)y, but we think they are in a minority on the 
question of 

pews voices public sentiment. 
rule, in church as well as state. 
Ministerial Association is not a unit against Sunday openíhg. 


We 


unday library opening. Our friend from the 
After all, the pews are what 
Come to think about it, the 


In conclusion we will state that there are military marti- 


nets who hold that it is better to lose a battle while fighting 
by rule than to gain it by irregular methods, and that there 
are people so prejudiced in favor of certain schools of med- 
icin that they would. prefer dying under the regular treat- 
ment to recovery under any other. 
are ministers who think it better that a man should go to 
perdition under orthodox treatment than become moral and 
upright citizens through other means. 
people who would like to go to the Library on Sunday. 
They do not go to saloons, and cannot afford to go carriage- 
riding, hence Sunday is to them a dead and dreary season- of 
oafing. 


So we presume there 


There are lots of 


And here the fight for mastery ends, while the 
people continue to subscribe and lessen the demand 
for pilots of the skies. Witt S. ANDRES. 

Portsmouth, O. 

[Other Secular papers please copy. | 


— . — — 


The Bible Not a Reform Work. 
From the American Speotator. 

The recent conference of the Methodist church in 
Yonkers, N. Y., voted against admitting women as 
delegates to the general Conference. This shameful 
exhibition of small men denying their mothers, sis- 
ters, and wives justice, and seeking justification for 
their own pitiful conduct in the language of Paul, 
calls forth the following pointed observation from 
the New York Herald: 

I knew how it was going to be the moment I heard those 
grave and reverend doctors of divinity beginning to quote 
scripture againat her. That’s what they used to do in olden 
times when they wanted authority for burning Christians at 
the stake or indulging in other pious peccadilloes. Woman, 
they said, was good enough when money was to be raised 
or missionary work to be done, but when it came to appear- 
ing in the General Conference as a delegate, with a right to 
talk and vote, why then the scriptures came in solidly 
against it. 

This attempt to keep women in the background 
by quoting the Bible reminds me of Theodore Parker, . 
when, a Goliath among moral pigmies, he alone of all 
Boston’s clergy denounced slavery, and for this 
offense against conservativ thought and popular re- 
ligion drew upon his head the anathemas cf every 
orthodox pulpit in the modern Athens, which quoted 
from Sunday to Sunday the Bible to prove that the 
curse and shame of the republic should be upheld, 
even as our good Methodist brethren now quote 
Paul to prevent women from exercising their right. 
“The Bible upholds slavery," came the cry from 
every side. Well,” Parker is said to hav exclaimed, 
“if the Bible upholds slavery, away with such a 
Bible!* Nothing is more pitiful than the spectacle 
of big men endeavoring to barricade the path of 
progress with the Bible. Yet this is no new per- 
formance, as Bruno and Galileo knew to their &or- 
row. The late Dr. Howard Crosby, in common with 
many other leading ministers, strenuously opposed 
total abstinence on the grounds that it was unscript- 
ural. They claimed, and quoted many passages to 
show, that the Bible clearly taught that men should 
use wine in moderation. In truth, almost every real 
reform or great discovery has been met with this old 
cry, It is at variance with the holy scriptures. One 
would think that by this time sensible people would 
see that if the Bible opposes true progress or reform, 
the cause of humanity or of justice, the least ssid 
about such opposition the batter for the Bible. 


— . —ñ6—᷑ 


Men sometimes take upon themselvs very humble 
titles, provided they can obtain from others very 
honorable ones. Many an abbé who calls himself 
brother, exacts from his monks the title of monseign- 
eur. The pops styles himself “servant of the ser- 
vants of God.“ Au honest priest of Holstein once 
addressed a letter“ to Pius IV. servant of the ser- 
vants of God." He sfterward went to Rome, to 
urge his suit, and the Inquisition put him in prison 
to teach bim how to address letters.— Voltaire. 
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Turre are about five hundred subscribers on our 
list in arrears on their subscriptions. We hope it 
will only be necessary to say to them that we need 
the money to induce them to pay up. 

And we trust, too, they will remember that a re- 
newal and a new subscription costs but five dollars, 
and that they will take advantage of the terms and 
the occasion to help us a little. We need more sub- 
scribers to the paper. We giv more than any other 
Freethought journal for the money, and consequently 
it ‘costs more to publish the paper. The pictures 
alone cost some fifteen hundred dollars annually ; yet 
they are a feature that all would dislike to bav dis- 
continued. They sre forcible weapons against su- 
perstition, and do their work well But our friends 
should not forget that they cost a good deal. 

Send us your arrearages and renewal, and a new 


subsoriber ! 
The Post-office Department Will Not Exclude 
the Bible. 

At last we hay a decision from the Post-office De- 
partment at Washington in regard to the mailability 
of a volume to which some three months ago we 
called the attention of the Postmaster-general, Holy 
John Wanamaker. But, bless you! the Editor of 
this paper couldn't get it, for the Postmaster-general 
was not obliged to “act in the case when applied 
to; the ease was not “treated” at all “when 
brought to his attention,” and no discussion was 
held whether mailing the bcok would violate the law 
or not. In short, our application has been treated 
with silence; the receipt of the book was not 
acknowledged, no reply was vouchsafed to our let- 
ters, and, so far as we could learn, the post-office 
department knew and cared nothing of or for the 
application. 


But as by indirection we can sometimes findgdirec- . 


tion out, so does it appear that the post office depart- 
ment will do for others what it would not do for 
us, and thus hav we at last obtained the opinion of 
the department upon the book. Down in Denison, 
Texas, Mr. B. O. Murray edits the Sunday Gazetteer. 
Mr. Murray is a Freethinker, and when he read in 
Tue TRUTRH Szexer that we wanted a decision as to 
the mailability of the * Holy Bible," a work which to 
us, at least, appears in parts to be “indecent,” and 
thereby to come under Holy John Wanamaker's 
definition of exeludible books, he thought he saw a 
way to help us. He went out and bought a copy of 
the volume and sat down and wrote to his local post- 


master as follows: 
** Denison, TEx., April 18; 1891. 

„% MR. CHARLES T. Dovgurrty, Postmaster, Denison, 
Tex., Dear Sir: I hava book which I would like to hav 
transmitted through the mails, but before mailing the same 
I wish to be sure that in doing so I would not be violating 
the act of Congress passed March 3, 1878. and &mended 
July 12, 1876. The book referred to, as you will recognize 
from the title, is one of extensiv circulation. It, however, 
contains passages which, by the interpretation of the laws 
above alluded to by Postmaster-general Wanamaker, might, 


I fear, subject me to the penalty for knowingly mailing inde- 
Cent literature. The law declares that ‘any person who 
shall knowingly mail or cause-to be mailed arti- 
cles before declared to be unmailable should be deemed to 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and liable to a finé of not less 
than $100 nor more than $5,000, or to imprisonment at hard 
labor for not less than one year nor more than ten years.’ 
The law as amended in 1876 reads as follows: Every 
obscene, lewd, or lascivious book, pamphlet, picture, paper, 
writing, print, or other publication of an indecent character, 
is hereby declared to be unmailable matter, and shall not be 
conveyed in the mails, nor delivered from any post-office, 
nor by any letter-carrier.’ 

** Mr. Wanamaker, in his report for the fiscal year ending 
June 80, 1890, in explanation of his act in excluding from 
the mails a questionable book, says, ‘ it was soon found that 
it was not enough merely to provide for the exclusion of 
“ obscene, lewd, and lascivious " publications, but that pub- 
lications that were simply ‘‘ indecent, had also better be ex- 
cluded,” which led to the passage of the amendment above 
quoted.’ * The statute was thus broadened,’ the postmaster- 
general continues, by probibiting the transmission of any 
matter offensiv to modesty, or tending to subvert respect for de- 
cency or morality.’ He says, furthermore, it does not matter 
whether or not a given publication presented for mailing 
appears, by complaint or otherwise, to a postmaster to be 
obscene, lewd, or lascivious, if it does appear to be indecent. 
He ia obliged, in order not to become a lawbreaker, to refer 
the questionable print to the proper official. And again, 
It does not matter, when the referee considers the question, 
whether the given publication is merely ** obscene, lewd, or 
lascivious.” Jf it is simply indecent, he must exclude it or 
break the law.’ Mr. Wanamaker assures us, in this letter, 
that he never discusses the policy or wisdom of breaking 
the law, and the officials of the post-office department do 
not; that the department treats those cases only as they are 
brought to its attention, and ‘ one complaint is considered as 
carefully as another.’ 

“ The title of the book to which I call yaur attention reads 
as follows: ‘The Holy Bible, containing the Old and New 
Testaments; translated out of the original tongues; and 
with the former translations diligently compared and re- 
vised. New York: American Bible Society, instituted in 
the year MDCCC XVI, 1889,’ a copy of which accompanies 
this letter. I respectfully call your attention to the follow- 
ing chapters and request your opinion, officially, as to 
whether the language therein contained would be considered 
obnoxious to the statutes above cited, in justification of ex- 
cluding certain books from the mails. Many other passages 
might hav been referred to, which appear to me to be in- 
decent’ under the postmaster-general’s interpretation of the 
law, but those given will probably be sufficient to cover the 
case: Genesis, chapters xvi, xviii, xix, xxi, xxix, xxxiij, 
xxxix; Exodus, chapters iv, xxii, xxxiii; Leviticus, chap- 
ters xv, xviii, xx,xxi; Numbers, chapter v; Deuteronomy, 
chapters xxi, xxii, xxiii; Joshua, chapter ii; Judges, chap- 
i xvi, xix, xxi; Ruth, chapter iii; 1 Samuel, chapters i, 

; 9 Samuel, chapters vi, xvi; 1 Kings, chapter i; Job, 
nos xl; Solomon’s Song, chapters i, ii, v, vii, viii; Jere- 


‘miah, chapter ii; Ezekiel, chapters iv, xvi, xxiii; Hosea, 


chapters ii, iii, v. 


£s Respectfully submitted, B. C. Murray.” 


Of course Mr. Dougherty had to refer the matter 
to the law part of the postmaster department at 
Washington, and this is the reply he received : 


“ [Co?v.] 
** DIOTATED. 
“ James N. TYNER, 
** Asst. Attorney-General. 
% OFFIOR OF THR ASSISTANT imam. 


FOR THE Post-oFriog DEPARTMENT,. 
April 24, 1891. 
„O. T. DouauErty, Postmaster, Denison, Tex.: 

** Sir: In your letter of the 17ch instant, you stated that 
Mr. B. C. Murray ‘ is anxious for a ruling from the Depart- 
ment on the questions he raises,’ in a certain communication 
of his bearing date of the 18th instant, which was transmitted 
with your letter. 

„The question that Mr. Murray raises is, as to the maila- 
bility of the volume entitled ‘Holy Bible.’ I find no other 
question involved in his communication, and I think J do 
not misunderstand the full scope of the question, for he 
says: I hav a book which I would like to hav. transmitted 
through the mails; but before mailing the same, I wish to 
be sure that, in doing so, I would not be violating the Act 
of Congress passed March 3, 1873, and amended July 12, 
1876. 


„If Mr. Murray should offer the Holy Bible for mailing, 


you can receive and deliver it at your office, or transmit it 
in the mails; for it is not believed in this department to 
come within the prohibitory clauses of. the act referred to. 
The penalty portions of said statute are enforcible by the 
courts, and the question of his liability thereunder is a 
proper one to be submitted to the United States attorney. 

* You may assure Mr. Murray that the mailability of the 
volume will not be questioned by the Post. office Department 
or by any postmaster. 

** The volume sent with your communication is herein re- 
turned. Very respectfully, James N. TYNER. 

“ Assistant Attorney-General.” 


It appears from this that Mr. Tyner can see no 
indecency in the passages referred to in Mr. Mar- 
ray's letter—nothing offensiv to modesty nor tending 
to subvert respect for morality. We congratulate 
him. But at the same time we would like to hav him 


point out the passages in the Kreutzer Sonata" 
which he found objectionable. 

We shall now, in accordance with the suggestion 
of Mr. Tyner, apply to the attorney-general for his 
opinion as to the liability to prosecution of anyone 


who may mail a copy of the aforesaid book. 
— — —— 


Some Reasons Why Churches Shonld Be Taxed. 


Mr. Richard B. Sulter, of Cleveland, Ohio, asks: 


„First, Why do you want church property taxed ?. Is 
not all public property exempt from taxation? If not, name 
some that is not. . 

Second, Is there any religious sect in your city that 
owns property that has business blocks on that is exempt 
from taxation." 


We desire to hav the churches 1 pay their taxes for 
the same reason that they should pay the preacher, 
the organist, the choir, or the sexton. It is not just 
to make other people psy their bills. Churches are 
not publie property in any sense of the word. They 
are private corporations. And, as Colonel Ingersoll 
once patly pui it, “public money should not be used 
for what a few gentlemen think is for the benefit of 
the public. Personally, I think it would be for the 
benefit of the public to hav Infidel or scientifie— 
which is the same thing lectures delivered in every 
town, in every state, on every Sunday ; but knowing 
that a great many men disagree with me on this 
point, I do not claim that such lectures ought to be 
paid for with publie money. The Methodist church 
ought not to be sustained by taxation, nor the Osth- 
olie, nor any other church. To relieve their property 
from taxation is to appropriate money, to the extent 
of that tax, for the support of that church. When- 
ever a burden is lifted from one piece of property, 
it is distributed over the rest of the property of the 
state, and to release one kind of property is to in- 
crease the tax on all other kinds.” 

As our correspondent does not seem to be familiar 
with the subject, and also for the benefit of the 
Ohristian friends of our readers, we will briefly giv 
some of the reasons why the taxation of church 
property is one of the demands of Liberalism, and 
the opinions also of some eminent men upon the 
subject. 

Colonel Ingersoll ssid to the American Secular 
Union, in Congress at Cleveland, 1885: 


** We want to do what we can to compel every church to 
pay taxes on its property as other people pay on theirs. Do 
you know that if church property is allowed to go without 
taxation, it is only a question of time when they will own a 
large per cent of the property of the civilized world? It is 
the same as compound interest; only giv it time. If you 
allow it to increase without taxing it for its protection, its 
growth can only be measured by the time in which it has to 
grow. The church builds an edifice in some small town, 
gets several acres of land. In time a city rises around it. 
The labor of others has added to the value of this property, 
until it is worth millions. If this property is not taxed, the 
churches will hav so much in their hands that they will 
again become dangerous to the liberties of mankind. There 
never will be real liberty in this country until all property 
is put upon a perfect equality. 

"If you want to build a Joss house, pay taxes. If you 
want.to build churches, pay taxes. If you want to build 
a hall or temple in which Freethought and science are to be 
taught, pay taxes. Let there be no property untaxed. When 
you fail to tax any species of property, you increase the tax 
of other people owning the rest. To that extent, you unite 
church and state. You compel the Infidel to support the 
Catholic. I do not want to support the Catholic church. 
It is not worth supporting. It is an unadulterated evil. 
Neither do I want to reform the Catholic church. The only 
reformation of which that church or any orthodox church is 
capable is destruction. I want to spend no more money on 
superstition.” 


General Grant, in his message to Congress in 
1875, said substantially the same: 


In connection with this important question, I would also 
call your attention to the importance of correcting an evil, 
that, if permitted to continue, will probably lead to great 
trouble in our land before the close of the nineteenth cent- 
ury. It is the acquisition of vast amounts of untaxed church 
property. In 1850, I believe, the church property of the 
United States, which paid no tax, municipal or state, 
amounted to Eighty-Beven Millions of Dollars (587 000.000). 
In 1860 the amount had doubled. In 1870 it was $354 483,- 
587. By 1900, without a check, it is safe to say, this prop- 
erty wil reach a sum exceeding 93,000, C00, 000. So vast a 
gum, receiving all the protection and benefits of government, 
without bearing its proportion of the burdens and expenses 
of the same, will not be looked upon acquiescently by those 
who hav to pay the taxes. In a growing country, where 
real estate enhances so rapidly with time as in the United 
States, there is scarcely a limit to the wealth that may be 
acquired. by corporations, religious or otherwise, if allowed 
to retain real estate without taxation. The contemplation of 
80 vast & property as here alluded to, without taxation, may 
lead to sequestration without constitutional authority, and 
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EDY iid I would suggest the taxation of all property that do not touch the whole body politic. It is upon the Í that educated and refined class who do not need 
. omes and the public schools that American institutions are i traint to secure 

James A. Garfield said in Oongress, June 22, | founded, and the safety of the state is in the entire and ab- 5 Ser ME 

1874: solute separation from the church. The growth of chari- NS ue i 

The divorce between church and state ought to be ab 7 ̃ ocu bait coo d d pio s iet a 5 eee rea 

o be abso- : ; rives the masses into an attitude of antagonism, be- 

lute. It ought to be so absolute that no church property % MIT; Dc Wakeman pad: cause of the huge injustice of the Bua increasing 


anywhere in any state, or in the nation, should be exempt | First, then, the great mass of the people who hav no thei lt iving f to which it 
. from equal taxation ; for, if you exempt the property of any | connection with the churches complain that the exemption | their personal taxes and receiving favors to which i 
has not the shadow of a claim. : 


church organization, to that extent you impose a tax upon the 
whole communtiy.” 

And James Parton cites facts to prove the truth 
of the foregoing: 


** Already, in some of our cities, the property belonging 


to the Catholic church ig immense. In St. Louis it is com- 
puted at twenty millions; and in New York, say within ten 
miles of the city hall, I should suppose their property 
would be valued, by just tax commissioners, at not less than 
eighty millions. 

** Far be it from me to blame the Catholics for pushing the 
interests of their church, with so much enterprise, energy, 
and tact. Their conduct is just what their belief demands 
of them. "They could not be good Catholics if they did not 
regard the spread of the Catholic church as the chief inter- 
est of man. 

* But the question for us to consider—for us who are 
American citizens first, and EVERYTHING ELSE SEOOND—i5, 
whether it is safe and right that they should go on thus 
absorbing the property of the country. 

“ Look abroad! In Sicily, Italy, Spain, Mexico, Peru—in 
most Catholic countries—wherever you see an edifice, or 
group of edifices, that overwhelm the mind with wonder, 
either for their magnitude or their magnificence, you may be 
sure that they are ecclesiastical. The people—man, sacred 
man, to us the most sacred object in the universe, grovels in 
huts and wallows in the dirt, in order that the inanimate 
God whom he adores may dwell in lofty temples and glisten 
with beautiful gems. It is a sorry sight, ‘fore God, a sorry 
sight!’ May this portion of America never witness it! 

At the beginning of the French Revolution, which was 
the most beneficent explosion that history records, two acres 
out of every five in all France belonged to the church. And 


the church was so good a judge of land, that, in a large 
number of parishes, the church’s two acres were worth more 
France was then in a condition 
similar to that of England before Henry VIII. broke up the 
ecclesiastical institutions and secularized their property—that 


-than the people's three. 


is, stopped exempting it from taxation.” 


Thus far the financial side of the question, upon 


which we could elaborate and giv figures to the 

` extent of pages of Tue Teura Sxexze, for every 
city and town in the country furnishes a financial 
reason for taxing the churches. There are, besides, 
a great many moral reasons, and some of them we 
will quote. James Parton givs thus: 

How heavily rests the burden of life upon the shoulders, 
and upon the heart, too, of an average citizen and virtuous 
father of a family. For ten years he toils and saves, denying 
himself many alluring enjoyments, in order that he may 
make a first payment upon a modest home for those he loves. 


Then he works and saves for another five years to pay off 


the mortgage. When all is done, when he is at last the proud 
possessor of the nest that shelters his family, he goes like a 


man every November and pays a tax upon it, from one hun- 


dred to three hundred dollars. 

„The little house in which I hav lived for the last fifteen 

years I shall hav to pay a tax upon in fifteen days of about 
.two hundred and twenty dollars. 
year, and in New York revolutions never go backward. 

“ But right before my eyes, as I used to come down the 
steps, rises a lofty and luxurious edifice, the property of a 
few rich men, which they only care to use four hours a week. 
It is worth, I suppose, half a million dollars; and if it were 
fairly taxed it would place in the city treasury in the course 
of next month not less than ten thousand dollars. But it 


will not pay in one dollar, because it has two steeples upon: 


it, and is named in honor of the patron saint of England, 
who slew the dragon. 

Hut mark, tf a mob should burn it, the taxpayers of New 
York would be expected to pay every dollar of the damage.” 


Mr. Samuel B. Daryes, in a speech before the 
Committee on Ways and Means of the New York 
Assembly, said: 


“ Inasmuch as we hav no state belief nor national church, 
why should we hav an exemption relating to religious bod- 
les, which is none other than a tax upon the whole commu- 
nity for the support of a doctrin or doctrins from which they 
may derive no benefit, and in some cases believe to be detri- 
mental to the general welfare? It is by many believed that 
a republican state should not mix up its civil functions with 
the belief of any creed, and that all exemption of property 
on the ground that it is a religious corporation is a trespass 
upon the freedom, liberty, and equality of the thought of 
the people. A charitable institution, which is open to all 
without restriction, has a claim upon the state. Educational 
institutions should be founded on the principle of impartial 
justice. Any institution that is exclusiv has no right to 
claim exemption, and if it is unable to exist without state 
support, it should be swept away. 

„This exemption from the burdens of the maintenance of 
the state by the exemption of many millions results in the 
increased burden to be borne by the breadwinners. The 
agricultural interests of the state and laboring classes hav to 
meet a larger share of burden, and the home is taxed unduly 

or the xaaintenance of institutions of a private character 


of churches and of their institutions from taxation is à gross 
injustice to them. It is a fact too often forgotten that the 
mass of our people are no longer church-members or attend- 
ants. In the city of New York, with a population of over 
1,500,000, the church sittings all told do not exceed 400,000. 
The church people are not a third of the population. Yet 
this minority exempts its own property, and practically runs 
the city as if the majority had and ought to hav no voice 
whatever. In the state the majority are ignored by the 
church minority in practically the same way, as the census 
will show. 

* Now, it is a mistake and an injustice to suppose that the 
large majority of our people who are not church.attendants 
hav no rights or feelings in this matter which legislators are 
bound to respect.. They hav been ignored hitherto simply 
from want of organization and coóperation, while the 
Churches are solid organizations which hitherto hav tacitly 
coéperated for their common exemption, although otherwise 
unable to agree as to their own doctrins, or indeed as to any- 
thing else. 


** One consideration more is not to be lost sight of. It is 


founding within our secular republic an imperium in imperio; 


8 power greater than the republic and independent of it. 
Finally, here, as lately in Italy and Mexico, and now in Utah, 
the question will hav to be tried out which is the real gov- 
ernment of the people, the republic or the church. By ex- 
empting the churches we cut them loose from any part and 
lot in responsibility for our public welfare, and make them 
a foreign element, and whenever their interest may be ad- 
verse to our schools, our laws, our public interests, we shall 
find too late that we hav spent our millions to rear up in our 
midst a deadly foe to our republic and its institutions.” 


And Gilbert R. Hawes said: 


“1, Justice to the state requires that every religious cor- 
poration or society owning real estate should bear its propor- 
tionate share or quota of taxation. Otherwise this burden 
must be distributed among and assumed by the general tax- 
payers. The only logical or legal reason or excuse for grant- 
ing this exemption would be some benefit extended by the 
church to the state in return, as a consideration therefor. 
But in this country we hav no such hybrid combination as 
Each is useful in its own sphere, while 


‘church and state.’ 
yet independent each of the other. No particular religion 
is recognized, because all are recognized. Consequently, 
there can be no such institution as ‘the church? We hav 
very many church organizations, none of which can in any 
way influence or affect the solidarity of the state or the au- 
tonomy of the state government. In other words, under the 
wise provisions of the Constitution, as framed and adopted 
by the patriotic statesmen of the Revolutionary period, the 
state in no way derives any rights, benefits, or powers from 
the church, and therefore the state is under no obligation to 


grant special privileges where there can be no equivalent 


quid pro quo, 


“ To properly sustain the government, taxation must be 


It detracts from the glory and independence of 
true religion to be & pauper and a leech upon the 


state; and all honorable persons should be ashamed 


to imply that the church needs this favor from the 
state, even if an incidental service be rendered. 

The people are in duty bound to carefully con- 
sider whether any given appropriation of the public 
money is wisely made; but, as exemption from taxa- 
tion is the same as appropriation, they hav no oppor- 
tunity to judge and act in this matter. 

A system of mendicancy is encouraged by the ex- 
emption of convents and similar institutions, where 
the vow of poverty is taken, and convent expenses 
are paid by the proceeds of beggary. 

The same reasons can be given for the exemption 
of many other kinds of property from taxation, that 
are given for the exemption of church property; and 
if these additional exemptions were allowed, the 
state would become bankrupt, and sequestration and 
revolution would be the result. 

Why should the church assume the character of 
a beggar, asking remission of taxes, instead of pay- 
ing its full share of the cost of protection and de- 
tense, and thus rendering unto C ar that which 
rightfully belongs to Cæsar? 

We do not attack the rights of the church when 
we insist upon the just taxation of its property; but 
we champion the rights of the people, in claiming 
that all property, except that bslonging to the state, 
shall be equally liable to taxation. 

We hav presented but a few of the most salient 
points on this subjset, in answer to Mr. Sulter's 
first question. We could fill the whole of this 
paper, as we said, with facts, figures, and argu- 
ments, but these are deemed sufficient for the pres- 
ent. In reply to the second question we would 
say that in one ward of this city the church holds 
$600 000 worth of property exempt from taxation, 
from which it derives a large income in rents. Sim- 
ilar buildings and similar exemptions are the rule in 
large cities all over the country. We refer to the 
Young Men's Christian Association property. 

—— — . —üUñœ——j—— 


Greek Catholic Church Teaching. 


One of the questions and janswers in an official 
Russian school-book is this: 


It was about that last 


evenly distributed. No exemption should be allowed unless 
it be in a matter of publio necessity. The very indirect and 
indefinit benefit to the state, as claimed, in the improvement 
of the morals of the community, thereby lessening poverty 
and crime, is not a sufficient reason for granting exemption 
from taxation for all the property acquired by the various 
churches, whether used by them for religious purposes or 
not. For very many years the churches hav enjoyed this 


* Question. What do we owe theczar? Answer. Divine 
reverence, obedience, payment of taxes, military service, 
love, prayer, long.suffering, perfect aud unlimited obedience 
in every respect, and the most careful execution without 
question or examination of all he commands.” 


That is very like the questions and answers in the 


immunity. Having received so valuable a franchise from 
the state, it is only just and right that hereafter they shall be 
asked to contribute to the support of that government which 
protects them in their rights.” 

Before the Taxpayers’ Association of Baltimore, 
recently, the Rev. Franklin Wilson told why he 
thought churches should be taxed: 

„The Mohammedan, the Buddhist, the Mormon, the Spir- 
itualist, the Agnostic, may demand exemption as wel! as the 
Christian or the Hebrew. The Universalist, the Roman 
Catholic, the Puritan, and the Protestant, all share alike. 
These certainly vary greatly in their influence. 
moral power is not by any means in proportion to the value 
of their location, and the cost of their buildings. The plain, 
cheap frame mission chapel may do much more for the 
rescue of the dangerous classes than the elegant cathedral or 
imposing temple. The spiritual good accomplished may 
even be in inverse ratio to the splendor and costliness of the 
house. And yet the rich, refined, moral church.goers of the 
one receive from the state a far larger exemption bonus than 
the hard-working, useful, devoted members of the other.” 

To sum up, we take the points advanced by the 
president of the American Secular Union iu his pam- 
phlet upon the subject : 

The exemption of churches from regular taxation 
is in violation of every principle of equality and 
justice, and is an evident disregard of the most ob- 
vious obligations of publie morality. 

The church does not render an equivalent for this 
exemption. Two-thirds of the people do not regu- 
larly attend any church; and they should not be 
taxed to pay for the other third. Moreover, those 
who attend the churches are, for the most part, of 


Again, their 


catechisms and corfessions of faith of the Christian 
churches—Roman Oatholic and Protestant—except 
that the word “God” takes the place of czar. But the 
Russians hav one advantage over the churches—they 
know something about the czar, while the church 
folks know nothing about God, not even that he 
exists. 

Another question in the same book is this: 

* Question. By whose examples are these teachings en- 
forced? Answer. By the example of Jesus Christ, who 
lived and died as subject of the Roman emperor, and sub- 
mitted respectfully to the ukase that condemued him to death. 
We hav also the examples of the apostles, who loved the 
magistrates, bore patiently imprisonment according to the 
emperor's will, and did not rebel like evil-doers and traitors. 
We must follow their example and endure all in silence." 


That is good orthodox Ohristian teaching, and is 
just what keeps the Russians ignorant and enslaved. 
It is also the sort of teaching which must come from 
all consistent Christians, and it is, too, that sort of 
Christianity which, more than anything else, has kapt 
the world back. 

What this world needs is a great deal less religion. 

— —9-4—9————— ——— 
Tur editor of the American Spectator says: 


* I believe in according every Roman Catholic justice but for the 
public treasury of a state to be rifled in the interest of a church 
whose membership represents a minority of the people, merely 
because the church in question is arrogant in its demands, affords 
a striking illustration of a grave danger which confronts us“ 


Would the danger be any the less or the injustice at all 
lessened if the rifling church represented a majority of the 
people ? 


. , his politics, whether he uses rum, opium, and tobacco; his 
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Zetters from friends. — 


Morgan Orry, Uras, April 18, 1891. 
Mr. Eprron: On the evening of April 12th last, Prof. W. 
S. Bell, the well-known Freethought expounder, and able 
defender, favored us with one of his grand lectures in the 
court-house hall of this city. The audience was large, con- 
sisting of many of the leading citizens of both sexes in the 
county. Good order and strict attention was given to the 
lecture, which lasted for nearly two hours. The professor’s 
subject was Popular Objections to Freethought Stated and 
Answered.” It was well and masterly handled, and doubt- 
ess created favorable impressions upon the audience. There 
hav been and are now many discussions about the lecture 
among those who attended. Mr. Bell was'on his way from 

California to New York. Fraternally, L. P. EDHOLM. 


BARTLETT, N. Dax., April 21, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: It seems superfluous to say I am pleased 
with your paper; indeed, I would regard it a great misfort- 
une to be compelled to do without it. Heston’s artistic de- 
signs are far from being the least of the attractions. The 
„ Freethinkers' Text-Book” sent me is in great demand 
among the Liberals; and our Protestant friends heartily in- 
dorse the thrusts at Romanism, but of course the caricatures 
of their own pet absurdities are terribly wicked. However, 
a large proportion of our orthodox brethren are more or less 
imbued with skepticism—do not believe all their creed—and 
the wild geese and brant which abound in great number at 
this season of the year are wise in keeping a week-day eye 
on the Sunday movements of the most devout even, espe- 
cially if they are possessed of a loaded fusee. 

Wishing you merited success, I am, 


i Barre, Mass., April 20, 1891. 
Mr. EDrrok: Iam delighted with the way you follow up 
the postmaster-general on the Bible question. Though it is 
not probable you will effect anything directly on him, yet 
you will show to your readers and the world the inconsistency 
and bigotry of the man in thus passing over a complaint 
against God’s holy book, and in other cases persecuting 
where the language is not any more obscene or as obscene. 
Not that Iam in favor of obscene matter passing through 
the mails, but why this discrimination in favor of this book? 
If it is God’s book, as its lovers proclaim, then it should be 
all the more pure and free from taint. Follow it up, please, 
to the end. L. L. Goodwin’s letter to his honor in Tux 
Truru Srexrr, April 18th, is timely and well put. I long to 
see that book tabooed, as you well know, for I consider it a 
nest of corruption, a breeder of vermin, and a parasite on 
the body politic that should be abated, and if the Liberals 
can put it where it belongs, they will effect a signal victory. 

Erra E. Grssow. 


E. Sura. 


BURLINGTON, Kan., April 20, 1891. 
MR. Epiron: Not having seen anything in your valuable 
paper from this part of Kansas for a long time I thought it 
might be of interest to you to know that the truth seekers of 
our community are alive to the pressing wants of the times, 
not only shown by their appreciation of your paper but also 
from the fact that they hav just closed a very interesting 
. course of lectures on subjects suggested by tbeir lack of 
belief in the prevailing religion of the time. 'W. F. Jamieson 
has been with us for a week, and has given us some talks in 
his usual excellent style, that hav set many to thinking on 
subjects that in many cases are not considered subjects to be 
investigated in any other way than with à mind made up to 
arrive at a conclusion that is indorsed by some branch of 
orthodoxy. Several of our clergymen expressed to me a wish 
and intention to attend some of the lectures. They were, 
however, only conspicuous by their absence. Mr. Jamieson 
is to return and giv us another course of lectures about May 
ist, at which time we are in hopes that our friends the 
preachers will be able to giv themselvs the pleasure of 
hearing him. i í 
The Truth Seeker Pictorial Text-Book” I got of you 
some time ago is doing a good work. It being all of the 
time in use, it. will soon be worn out in the service. I hav 


the pleasure to be one of your subscribers. 
Guy I. Wart. 


Hovsron, Tex., April 22, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrog: As C. E. Ames, of Salem, Mass., wants to 
know the means and cost of getting the percent caused by 
Christianity of our criminal and insane population, I would 
say that it would be very difficult to get the history of in- 
sane cases, but quite easy to get the history and causes of 
the criminals. If the Liberals of the country will raise 
$1,000 to defray the actual expenses of taking the census of 
the criminals (the confined ones, I mean) of the United 
States, I will giv my labor and time to the undertaking free, 
and will personally visit each penitentiary in the United 
States, and ask each and every convict his religious views, 


habits, his occupation, his nationality, his age, his education, 
and the religion and politics and habits of his parents. 
Such statistics would be invaluable to our cause, as well as 
an important contribution to science in general, The statis- 
tics thus gathered could be published in pamphlet form and 
used as campaign literature. As I am an Atheist, physician, 
and phrenologist, and hav made a life study of mental and 
nervous diseases, crime, and the jaws of heredity, I am 
specially fitted for such work. You are quite correct in 
saying the government does not want such a census taken, 
for such 8 census would be a stunner against Christianity. 
Last October I tried to get such statistics throug» a corre- 
spondence with the wardens of some of the penitentiaries, 
but they declined on the flimsy grounds that they could not 
secure such statistics, but the truth is that they did not 


.want to, knowing too well the havoc such statistics would 
| play with Christianity. The only way to collect such statis- 


tics is to employ some reliable, competent Atheist to collect 
them personally. Let us hear from others on the subject. 
Dr. C. W. MoCormix. 


NATIONAL Home, Wis., March 17, 291. 
MR. Enpitor: I saw in my Trurs SEEKER where at Ports- 


mouth, O., not long since, one Rev. O. C. Branch broke a 
Bible agent's jaw for making improper proposals to his 
daughter. | 


Hence these verses. 


whatever he proved was true, and rejected only what he 
proved to be false. He had. passed on the highway of life 
the line that marks its meridian, and being weary, lay down 


by the wayside, and fell into that dreamless sleep that knows 


no awakening. 

In the beautiful language of Eliza Cook, we say: 

“Tis a long, tis a last, "tia a beautiful rest, 5 
Whenall sorrow is passed from the brow and the breast ; 
And the lone spirit truly and wisely may crave 
The sleep that is dreamless, the sleep of the grave.” 


- - WATERBURY, April 20, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: I hav read Tort Trouta SzrxzR for some 


Bible agent (dejectedly) : 
** God knows it is a chilly day 
When lambs of God can’t even play. 
In lambish sport together, 
- Nor even frisk beneath the trees 
Or jerk their tails just when they please 
In April’s sunny weather.” 


time, with such pleasure, and, I think, profit, that I would 
rather seek the truth in such company than obtain immediate 
possession from certain inspired monopolists. I think your 
* Letters from Friends” a good institution, aud very inter- 
esting, and would be glad to be counted one of the friends. 
I like the general course of Tug TRUTH SEEKER very much. 
Its attacks are made with a certain moderation and good 
temper that secures attention, where greater impatience and 
indignation (though seemingly called for) might result in a 
useless hostility all around. i 

Concerning the badge question, I agree with some corre- 
spondents whose views I hav seen stated, to the effect that it 
hardly deserves ‘the attention it has received. We would 
more certainly compel the respect of the enemy by leaving 
all controversies concerning symbols to the members of some 
other church. 

A letter from Mr. Conners, of Martinsburg, W. Va., in 
Tux Truta SEEKER of April 18th, has a good many solid 
and wholesome truths in it. We must not expect wrong 
and injustice ever to end. We are mistaken if we think 
there are or ever will be any people who will not trespass on 
the rights of others, and do it in the name of justice too, 
We seek the truth, and find it, only as we need it. The most 
precious truths are yet to be discovered; and the last, never. 

It is not so much through hostil attacks on the false posi- 
tion of others that Freethinkers should expect their doctrins 
to prevail, as through the persistent influence of good liter- 
ature and high conduct, their philosophy appearing in daily 


Preacher (arrogantly) : 


„A time for all things, I admit, 
Regardless sun or April weather, 
But in our parlor you can’t sit 
And play sheep pranks, don’t you forgit, 
With our-ewe lambkin, never !” 


Bible agent (defiantly) : 
“ Tll hie me to some gentler fold, 
I' sell God's holy word for gold, 
Tl tramp through blustering weather, 
I'll find a ewe there that can charm 
With cash galore, affections warm, 
Thou blasted old bell-wether.” 


Here'pon, O Lord, with vengeful paw 
The preacher broke the agent’s jaw, 
Which proved him no bell-wether. 
Alas, tis sad such sights to see! 
God's woolly pets go on a spree, 
And fight like dogs together. 


Yours truly, NzrsoN HUNT. 


Warta WALLA, Wasa., April 16, i891. 


to Sunday-school last Sunday. That fact may not be partic- 
ularly interesting to you or your readers, but it was my good 
fortune to find a gem of Christian teaching, and I write for 
the purpose of displaying that. 


Mr. Eprror: For the first time in several months I went 


The Sunday-school lesson was from 2 Kings. x, 18-31, 


which contains an account of Jehu’s little practical joke, 
approved of by the Lord, by which he induced the worship- 
ers of Baal to assemble in their temple at Samaria and then 
murdered them. In summing up the teachings of the lesson 
the ** Westminster Question Book” says: A good work may 
be done in a wrong way and by sinful means." That is cer- 
tainly a very important confession. 
stand by that Question Book” they need not repudiate the 
persecutions of the church as being unchristian. 
frank admission that the uprooting of heresy by burning the 
heretics has the sanction of scripture; that the extermina. 
tion of Atheism by beheading Atheists is eminently Chris- 
tian; that the demolition of Freethought by the impris- 
onment of Freethinkers has more than a parallel in the case 


If Christians will only 


It is a 


of the Baalites. 

However, that same ‘‘ Question Book” contradicts itself 
and goes back on Jehovah in a way to make him “ snorting 
mad,” in the very next assertion, which is as follows: We 
are not to seek to support God’s cause by tricks and deceit.” 


This, of course, was meant as a hit at old Jehu; but if that 


old sinner were here, he would certainly hav the laugh on 


his critics, as verse 30 of the chapter referred to says, And 
the Lord said unto Jehu, . . . 
house of Ahab according to all that was in mine heart.” 


thou hast done unto the 


The Sunday-school in which such mischievous ideas are 
promulgated is composed almost entirely of children. Soc- 
rates was condemned for corrupting the youth of Athens by 
teaching the existence of one God. What ought to be done 
with a horde of mercenaries who, year after year, corrupt 
the youth of America by teaching the existence and supreme 
authority of such a devil as the last scripture quotation 
shows Jehovah to be? Harry LER. 


OBITUARY. 

FREDERIOK, KAN., April 20, 1891. 
. Mr. Eprrok: I send you an obituary notice of Wm. Mur- 
ray, from the Frederick, Kan., News. A FRIEND. 


Died March 26, 1891, William Murray. The subject of 
this notice was born in Kentucky Sept. 27, 1828, and 
moved to Indiana in 1835. In 1847 he enlisted in the Fifth 
Indiana Infantry, serving ten months in the war between the 
United States and Mexico; was married to a Miss White 
in 1851, and then moved to Polk county, Ia., in 1852. 
Early in 1861 he went with a company of cavalry to fight 
Indians in the western part of the state of Iowa, and was 
away two months, returning in June. In the fall of the year 
1861 his loyalty to his country and his sense of justice in- 
duced him to forsake home, kindred, and friends, and enter 
the ranks of the Union army. He enlisted in the Tenth 


| Iowa Infantry and was a brave and faithful soldier, and was: 


discharged after serving three years and nineteen days. 

He came to Kansas, settling near what is now the town of 
Frederick in Rice county, in the month of August, 1879. 
With but little capital save his own industry, energy, and 
integrity, never ashamed or afraid of honest toil, he worked 
hard, practiced economy, and by his keen foresight and 
sterling integrity accumulated a modest competence. His 
life was an open book; the worst that can be said of him is, 
he dared to think for himself and utter his honest convic- 
tions. He believed that happiness was the only good, rea- 
son the only light, justice the only worship, and humanity 
the only religion. He read, studied, and thought for him- 
self. He rejoiced in the glorious freedom and noble truths 
of Liberalism, but scorned the empty professions of faith, 
the bigotry, the intolerance, and fanaticism of the church. 
He had only scorn for the false claims of divinity, but most 
willing help for the needs of suffering humanity. He was 
an Infidel and had the courage to avow his convictions. 


He feared uot the truth, but accepted without hesitation 


life; thus placing others at a disadvantage and making truth 
prevail because of its might. 


Marx RANDLES. 


April 19, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: To-day is Sunday, and I am feeling lonely. 


It is raining to-day. The reason for my loneliness is that 


one week ago to-day my old father was buried. He died 
Saturday morning, April 11th, at 6 o'clock. He was an 
unbeliever, and had been for fifty years or more. He was 


buried in the style of an unbeliever. He had no 8ky.piloting 


done for him at his burial. He said time and again while 
on his deathbed that he did not want any preacher to officiate 
at his burial or funeral, and I, feeling that his last wishes 


were the ones that should be respected, had the obsequies 
held accordingly. 
Taylor, who dwelt on the past history of my father, refer- 


The funeral address was made by J. 


ring all to the business men of the county where he had done 


business for the last twenty years, and also referring them to 


the fact that it had been thrown up to him time and again 
that when he saw his last hour was near at hand he would 
change, but in answer to such taunts he calmly replied that 
when he died they would see an old man die that was not 
afraid to die, and so it proved to be. He took down sick on 
Friday morning, the 3d of April, and I heard him saying to 
one of the neighbors. who was sitting by his bedside that 
evening that he was not afraid of the future; that it was 
dark (and out of this some of the Christians tried to twist out 
8 lie, as I knew they were bound to do), a mystery, and he 
knew nothing about it. And timé and again did he reiterate 
it that he believed as he always did while he was on his 
deathbed. His desire before his death was that the pall.. 
bearers should all be unbelievers, and they were chosen 
according to his wishes, consisting of David Hedrick, Jerry 
Bowling, J. Taylor, Thomas Hays, Gustavus Wolfart, and 
Thure Wolfart—all good men and men of sense and learning. 
He was in the seventy-ninth year of his age, and died of 
heart failure from the effects of la grippe. He was a sub- 
scriber for Tur TRUTH SEEKER, and had been for twelve 
years. I am an unbeliever, the same as my father. Some 
of his children hav thrown away the comforta of an eternal 
hell I,like himself, think that one world at a time is enough 
for me, and that I know that there is a life to liv here before 
the grave and will try and make the best of it, and if there. 
is a life to liv beyond the grave I wil try to do the same 
there, and not be like a great many who are trying to manage 
8 business in two worlds at the same time and cannot make 
8 Success of one. GEORGE Norris, 


Los ANGELES, CAL., April 12, 1891. 

MR. Eprroz: I notice in the Letters from Friends” there 
is much said in regard to the truth or untruth of Spiritual- 
ism. Evidences both for and against it may be necessary to 
discuss, yet it appears to me there are much more vitally im- 
portant themes which should not only be agitated, but forc- 
ibly acted upon. I admit that I am a believer in a post- 
mortem existence, a8 I hav been both clairvoyant and clair- 
audient from earliest childhood, and therefore seen and heard 
the denizens of the other world; yet Iam not a Spiritualist 
in any narrow, theological sense of the term. I proudly 
proclaim myself a Liberalist and Freethinker. What does 
the average Spiritualist care for reform if he or she can at- 
tend the meetings and séances, hear from the“ loved ones 
gone before,” and of the beautiful home awaiting them 
„over there?” Hav they any interest in pulling down the 
costly churches erected often in sight of huts and hovels? 
A window of one in this city, I am told, cost $2,000. They 
all oppose reform, and teach us submission to our fates even 
if they condemn us to vainly aspire forever; to starve both 
mentally and physically ; to be persecuted, misrepresented, 


! glandered, and a victim of every form of injustice, Until 
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they are pulled down there will be no World-wide reform. 
Said a Christian to me not long since, There is no need of 
Nationalism or any of those so-called reforms; if people 
will only come to Jesus, and join the church, everything 
will beall right.” Such primitiv barbarism as this has ruled 
the world long enough. Let us all work earnestly, and fight 
if necessary, at least with tongue and pen, to banish such 
dogmas and creeds from the earth. I notice that even some 
who call themselvs Liberals are loath, and appear afraid, in 
the presence of Christians, to acknowledge their Infidelity 
to the abominable, filthy, and horribly unjust teachings of 
their Bible, to the title of which is prefixed the word holy. 
Would that all were as honest, fearless, and brave as W. E. 
Abraham, who entered the Olivet Evangelical church one 
evening to listen to whatever nonsense Major Hilton, who 
was holding a revival meeting and receiving $30 per night 
for his services, would say, and stood erect and alone when 
the request was made that all who would not be Christians 
if they could would arise to their feet.” This man deserves 
the notice of all true Liberals and Freethinkers. He hasa 
grand and noble soul, and his wife, who is intelligent, beau- 
tiful, and good, is an activ Liberal. 

I find there are many Freethinkers in Los Angeles, if they 
would only bravely announce the fact instead of catering to 
the churches because they are popular, and sending their 
children to the Sabbath-school for the same reason. 

Saprz A. MaaooN. 


215 W. Urtoa Sr., Burraro, N. Y., April 18, 1891. 

MR. Eprron: In TRE TzavrH SRERKRR of to-day’s date I 
notice Alhaza’s article, which caused me to throw down the 
paper after reading half a dozen lines in which he speaks of 
the millennium. in which a few idle persons hav livéd well 
and the honest industrious hav starved. I am tired and out 
of patience with this hue and cry of starving honest indus- 
try. That the lazy and shrewd get more than their share 
and employers grind the poor laborer, there is.no doubt, 
but that one in a thousand or ten thousand industrious per- 
sons needs to suffer for the comforts of life I do not believe. 
Ihav traveled from Portland, Me., to San Francisco, from 
Beattle, Wash., to Florida, and most of the distance more 
than twenty times over, and hav never found a locality out- 
side of the cities that a man or woman could not get clothing 
and food for comfort if they were industrious. Andin most 
instances it is difficult to get help. Inall places where I hav 
been an honest laborer can soon hav land, a few acres of 
which everyone should hav. One trouble is that many who 
depend on a livelihood by the work of their hands spend in 
a few years more than a sufficient amount to pay for the 
land for alcoholic drinks, tobacco, tea, and coffee, and in 
many other useless ways. Alcoholic beverages in the United 
States cost annually $1,460,000,000—to say nothing about 
the time lost in consequence, the crime caused, the paupers 
made, the expense of trying criminals and caring for them 
and feeding paupers, which amounts to a larger sum than 
the cost of the liquors. Tobacco costs $640,000,000; tea 
. and coffee, $125,000,000. This would pay for five acres of 
land for seventeen million persons at $25 an acre. Five 
acres would be considered a small farm, yet I will venture 
that more than one-half of the farmers who hav a larger 
amount would be better off to-day if they had no more and 
had put their labor on five acres. There are many men who 
pay enough every year for cigars to pay for several farms, 
and very many more who squander as much or more for 
drinks. I hav never used any of the above-named useless 
articles and hav saved the money which they cost, with 
which I am willing to help industrious and honest laboring 
men to land, and let them work for me one day in a week 
until it is paid for and pay no interest during the time, and I 
will use these days’ work to buy more land with for others. 
The land shall cost them less than they can buy the same for 
in cash in the same locality. I will start a dozen or more at 
once in the finest locality I hav found by traveling through 
thirty-six of the states and territories of the United States. 
None need to apply who use the objectionable articles men- 
tioned, and I would prefer those who do not eat animal flesh 
or fish or fowl, as I use none of them. The difference in 
the cost of living for a vegetarian and one who uses fiesh food 
will in a few years save enough to pay for a good home, and 
often much in doctor's bills. A. H. FRANE. 


OBITUARY. 
BnookvizLE, KAN., April 23, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: I send a Liberal funeral address delivered by 
Newton Mitchell. „A FRIEND. 


Friends: We are here to perform the last sad rites for this 
beloved child, to tender our sympathy and mingle our tears 
with these bereaved friends and speak a word of cheer. 
Little Alice’s life was like a tender plant, which perished at 
the first rude blast of Time’s relentless breath. She seemed, 
indeed, a sweet and lovely flower that blossomed into life to 
shed its perfume on the heart, and fade away, a sweet, sad 
memory through all the years to come. 

Life is the greatest of all phenomena and death the pro- 
foundest of all mysteries. Life to us is but a sentient, con- 
scious existence, beginning in wonder and ending in mys- 
tery. Death is the saddest-of all the experiences of the 
human soul. 

Man’s conception of the Infinit is but the reflection of his 
own moral and intellectual being, and the intelligence with 
which he interprets the phenomena that surround him. The 
rude savage finds himself surrounded by phenomena which 
‘he can neither explain nor comprehend, and subjected to 
forces over which he has no control—which he does not 
possess the intelligence to bend to his will for his own wel- 
fare. His idea of moral goodness is that might makes right, 
and that allegiance is due alone to him possessing power to 
enforce obedience and to punish with relentless hand every 
disobedience. Selfishness and cruelty are the characteristics 
. of his nature, and his deities are beings to be feared, not 
loved. They are the incamation of cruelty and revenge, 
who will visit condign punishment upon their enemies, and 
are to be appeased only by the most abject servility ; who 


rejoice in the miseries of the tortured, and burl fiery indig- ! 


nation at every offender. Pestilence and storm, disease and 
death, he regards as the wrathful visitations of his God, and 
feels himself the subject of a tyrant who, like himself, 
knows not the attributes of mercy and love. 

Man in his higher state beholds the wonders with which 
he is surrounded with wonder but not withawe. He sees in 
all phenomena not relentless fate or merciless power, but 
the manifestation of forces which, through intelligent thought 
and right action, may become his servants, doing his bidding 
and adding to the sum of his own happiness and well-being. 
He sees that what were once thought to be evils were but 
blessings in disguise; that life is a grand reality pregnant 
with glorious possibilities; that God is not an all-powerful, 
relentless personality, who delights in the sufferings of those 
whom he has called into existence, but is a part of the great 
whole, a glorious, ever-abiding, intelligent force, working 
out the great problem of the ultimate happiness of all; and 
that man’s life is but a part of that Intelligence, as imperish- 
abie as the dust of the body it animates. And thus in death 
he sees, perhaps, but the beginning of a new and better 
existence. i 

Little Alice has golved the problem of that existence; and 
whether it be a ‘‘dreamless sleep from which there is no 
awakening,” or a newer and better life beyond where all is 
peace and joy and love, we know that she is at rest; that 
while she has lost the loving acts and gentle endearments of 
loved and loving ones here, she too has missed many bitter 
cares. 

Here ends all that loving hands can do; but loving hearts 
will ever hold enshrined the little form we bury here to day. 

To you, the parents of this little child, Ican only say, 
** Misfortune comes to the heart as the tempest comes to the 
plain—it tears up the rough and rugged soil and prepares it 
for the seeds of the nobler virtues.” You will be a truer 
man, & better woman, for having known and loved this little 
child. This mutual affliction will draw you nearer together, 
and the little mound we rear here to-day will be to you a 
sacred, hallowed spot through all the years to come. 


Denver, Cor., April 22, 1891. 

Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed you will find ten demands that I 
hav got up with great care. As you are TRR TRUTH SEEKER, 
I want to see if you can find truth inthem. For that is the 
reason I wrote them—because they are the truth in a con- 
densed form. I find Infidels no more Liberal than the 
most superstitious. They can afford to thrash ghosts, priests, 
and tear up their superstitions, but the Infidel must keep 
strictly to that business. He must not get out of the traces 
and become a labor crank. If he does, he will look upon 
an Infidel the same as he does a Christian. It is hard to 
tell which are the most superstitious, or even the most dan- 
gerous if they had their own way. Most Infidels support 
doctors of law. They hav not learned that no one or com- 


‘munity ever had any right to pass a law to govern anybody. 


It all comes from the belief in a God and priestcraft. There 
is no law in nature, not even the semblance of one. If you 
still believe in a government passing laws to govern people, 
you are still under the influence of priestcraft and religious 
superstition. : 
EXPOSITION OF LAND AND LAW. 

The following ten demands ghould be made on every gov- 
ernment of the world. 

1. That every man or woman should hav a fair share of 
land, without paying one cent for it, for it is justice we 
want, as charity is a crime. 

. A man's or woman's share should be just as much as 
they can attend to without hiring a wageslave to assist 
them, for a wage-worker is only removed one step from 
slavery. 

3. If anyone can attend to twice as much as another, they 
would be justly entitled to hav it, even if they wanted to 
make slaves of themselvs, for nobody would make slaves of 
themselvs if they had their natural rights. 

4 No one can justly own land as private property, neither 
can they justly keep it out of use if any other one wants it, 
for land is nature’s gift to the people and should be free to 
all, for nature is our only teacher that we know of. 

5. No government, community, or even an individual has 
any right to buy, sell, or even giv a paper title to land- 
owners, for occupancy and use is the only just and natural 
title toland. Neither should it make any difference when 
or where anyone is born. 

6. And if anybody leaves his homestead for the purpose 
of renting it he becomes a legalized robber, for rent, interest, 
and profits are robbery. ` 

7. All homesteaders can justly do when they leave the 
property for good is to sell the improvements thereon, for 
land should be free not only to the living but to future gen- 
erations, a8 there is land enough for all, and what is left 
should be the common property, and kept sacred to the first 
one tbat wants their share. 

8. No community or government has any natural right to 
enact a statute law in any form whatever to regulate the ac- 
tions of anybody, for there are no statutes or laws in nature; 
neither can there be liberty as long as there are statute laws 
enforced. 

9. I find that man made laws on the statute-books. They 
hav no action in themselvs. They are dead letters. They 
are compelled to hav officers and soldiers with loaded guns, 
and sheriffs and policemen with clubs, to enforce the laws, 
compelling jurors to decide according to law, ignoring jus- 
tice and common sense. 

10. I find that nature is just the reverse of statute laws. 
Nature has a continued series of actions of herself, with 
neither a God or man to punish or enforce her. Our law- 
makers hav inaugurated the most dangerous superstition of 
the age. The only foundation our law-makers hav to build 
on is priestcraft and religious superstition; they hav imi- 
tated their God until really they are the real gods to fear. 


Respectfully, from an Atheist that has been one for thirty- 
six years. JohN @ILLIES. 


` CoLUMBUS, O., ANNO Assrnr 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: I will indite upon the subject of the Pulpit 
Ags. : 

In Echo cañon, Utah, overlooking the gulch below there 
is a famous and imposing rock called Jack in the Pulpit, 
which reminds one so forcibly of the jackass in the pulpit 
that the temptation is irresistible to draw a picture of the 
latter. 

So far as being able to account for their existence, they 
are equally intelligent. The one may say that God made 
him, but silence is a better angwer, for it contains more dig- 
pity, if not wisdom, 


D 


As there is no mention of a pulpit ass in the “ Origin of 
Species,” we are led to conclude either that he is not an evo- 
lution or that Darwin did not think him of sufficient impor- 
tance to trace his lineage. Owing to his fancied resemblance, 
he is most probably only a transformation of the genus 
homo. His ass-ship, however, is purely artificial, having 
been either self-acquired or obtained at some manufactory . 
where the particular brand is made to order. 

A certain old book, whose authenticity is very question- 
able, begins about nineteen hundred years ago and makes 
two conflicting attempts to trace disconnected pedigrees of 
this oriental animal away back into ancient times, the one 
being lost in Father Abraham, who was a biped, and the 
other in some great imaginary anthropomorphic deification 
called Jehovah, or the unknown God. The same authority 
also speaks of a four-footed ass who was able to hold an 
argument upon the subject of corporal punishment with her 
master; and, as science teaches that the prototype of man 
once went upon all. fours, may we not reasonably presume 
that this quadruped, being à female, might hav been the 
progenitor, or rather maternal ancestor, of the biped ass 
which occupies the pulpit of the present day ? 

However this may be, history certifies that after having 
been adopted by the Roman monarchy, and frightening its 
inhabitants out of their senses, and kicking its ancient 
grandeur into smithereens, he followed the star of empire 
westward, or, in common parlance, as civilization spread so 
the ass spread, until now he is quite common throughout 
Europe and North and South America. He is usually of the 
masculin gender, one of the opposit persuasion being a rare 
occurrence, owing probably to the fact that in early times 
the leader of one of the principal herds commanded the 
females to keep silence so that the males might secure a 
monopoly of the braying business. But had he been an old 
benedict instead of an old bachelor, to make the thing 
doubly sure, experience would hav taught him the necessity 
of applying for a charter or patent-right upon this exclusiv 
privilege. hi 

In the United States we find about seventy-five thousand 
of these reverential brayfogles, owned chiefly by corpora- 
tions, whose veneration for them is very much akin to that 
of the Egyptians and Hindoos for some of their sacred ani- 
mals. They are an expensiv and useless luxury, the only 
benefit being derived from their braying, and as this can be 
divided among a thousand without any diminution of its in- 
dividual effects, there is therefore no need of exclusiv own- 
ership. He can bray for the many as well as for the few. 
In fact, as a general thing, the larger the crowd the louder ` 
the bray. 

By his shrewd and conniving instinct this sacred ass has 
prevailed upon his Owners to erect costly circuses, and to 
appoint one sacred day in seven for his special performance. 
The exhibition, or sacred farce, is a wonderful combination 
of the amusing and monotonous. The holy donkey, richly 
caparisoned in his gaudiest paraphernalia, ambles into the 
august presence of his delighted owners. The long visages 
of the males and the glaring eyebalis and erect cars of the 
females denote that they are interested, while the preponder- 
ance of the latter, which is universally the case, reminds the 
performer of the great necessity of doing it up brown. Here 
the scenery baffies all description, and we forbear. It must 
be seen to be appreciated. Suffice to say that the ass, welter- 
ing in his own heroic perspiration, has nearly split himself 
for the sake of being patted and applauded. Possibly he 
may hear the welcome invitation, ‘‘ Come with us thou good 
and faithful servant and partake of the yellow-legged prov- 
ender prepared for thee since yesterday.” His bray is only 
for the pay. When the flatteries and emoluments cease he - 
gets wroth, like other animals, and ceases to bray. It is 
decidedly amusing to see him exhibit his natural instinct by 
laying back his ears, turning up his nose, and snorting when 
he meets an individual who can behold his ass-ship through 
the lion’s skin, but he soon beats a hasty retreat to geek the 
less «cerning whom he can more easily frighten with his 
pseudo-majesty. When roaming at will in his every-day 
attire it may be difficult from outward appearance for an 
unpracticed observer to distinguish him from other animals, 
but his bray always givs him away. It is a never ending 
** Je—sug! Je——sus! Je sus |” 

Now, we would hav no objection to this animal running 
at large, if he would only mind his own business. Bat he 
makes himself an intolerable nuisance. He wants to make 
asses of the whole community, and even of the nation. 
When he gets a little authority his imperiousness knows no 
bounds. For instance, when he was at the hight of his 
glory, and held the reins of government, 80 jealous was he 
of his honors that the common herd were not even permitted 
to flap or switch except in perfect unison with his asininity. 
To enumerate the innocent doings he has punished as crimes 
for the sake of his time-honored, but moribund, superstition, 
would fill a volume, and dare not be attempted. 

Although the progressiv march of intelligence has stripped 
him of many sacred prerogative, he is far from being re- 
duced to the condition of docility which an animal of his 
rank should occupy. By his nefarious influence with those 
in high places he yet receives many favors not accorded to 
others far his superiors in good behavior and intellectual de- 
velopment. He is almost as omnipresent as omnivorous, and 
may be found in every office from bottle-washer to president 
of a great nation. 

Being exempt from taxation, he derives his partial support 
from those who hav no use for a donkey to «donk ” for 
them. Let those pray who believe ina special providence, 
but not prey upon us. Let those who believe they own the 
seventh day, keep it holy and enjoy it as they please, but 
not seek to drive others into their hell. 7 short, 5 the 

i his own þusipess and eat his own grass. 
devilish ass mind his ows bu J. J. BUspes, 
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Children’s Corner. 


Hdited by Miss Busan H. Wixom, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Oorner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Gomes & pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known &8 the Ohildren's Hour.” 


A Country School. 


Pretty, and pale, and tired, 
She sits in her stiff-backed chair, 
While the blazing summer sun 
Shines in on her soft brown hair; 
And the little brook without, 
That she h*arg through the open door, 
Mocks with its murmur cool 
Hard bench and dusty floor.. 


It seems such an endiess round, 
Grammar and ABO, s 
The blackboard and the sums, 
The stupid geography— 
When from teacher to little Jem 
Not one of them oares a straw 
Whether “John " is in any '* cage," 
Or Kansas in Omaha. 
For Jemmy’s bare brown feet 
Are aching to wade in the stream, 
Where the trout to his luring bait 
Shall leap with a quick, bright gleam; 
And his teacher’a blue eyes stray 
To the flowers on the desk hard by, 
Till her thoughts hav followed her eyes 
With a half unconscious sigh. 


Her heart outruns the clook, 
As she smells their faint, sweet scent; 
But when hav time and heart 
Their measure in unison blent ? 
For time will haste or lag, 
Like your shadow on the grass, 
That lingers far behind, 
Or flies when you fain would pass. 


Hav patience, rertileas Jem 

The stream and the fish will wait; 
Aud patience, tired blue eyes. ; 

Down the winding road by the gate, 
Under the willow ghade, 

Stands some one with fresher flowers; 
So turn to your books again, 

And keep love for the after hours. 

—8*. Paul Pioneer Presa, 


Two Types of Firmness. 

Firmness is an excellent characteristic 
when there js not too much of it. If persons 
hav that organ largely developed they are 
said to be pig.headed, obstinate as a mule, 
dreadfully set in their own ways, hard and 
difficult to get along with. On the other 
hand, if a person has not firmness enough it 
sometimes leads to serious results and some- 
times to something funny. 

One day I took a stroll through the streets. 
As I approached a small cottage a man came 
to the door and shouted to his son. Tom,“ 
he said, come in; I want you.” ‘I wont 
do it,” replied his young hopeful. ‘‘Oh, 
come, Tommy, that is a good boy. Come, 
and gee what pa has got for you.“ tell 
you, I won't do it!” he replied, in still more 
resolute tones. Very well,” said his 
father, ‘‘do you stay where you are, for I 
am bound to be obeyed some way.” That 
man had no parental authority because he 
had not firmness enough. The boy was well 
aware of that fact and took advantage of his 
father accordingly. Had I been the father 
and he still persisted in staying out, when he 
got ready to come in for his supper he would 
find the door fastened against him. He 
would certainly lose the satisfaction that 
night of sleeping in my second-best live geese 
feather-bed that he is so fond of occupying. 
He could stay in the yard or go into the barn 
and stay with the cattle. In the morning, if 
he should come sneaking into the house for 
his breakfast, he could hav it only on these 
conditions—by asking my pardon for his 
disobedience and by promising to mind me 
like a good boy in the future. And that is 
the way that I would train Master Tom. 

One meets occasionally people that are 
happily balanced in regard to firmness, having 
not too much nor too little, but that is the 
golden mean that runs between the two 
extremes. Miriam. 


An Encouraging Letter. 

Miss B. H. Wixon, Dear Sister: I am more 
than pleased, I am delighted to see the Chil- 
dren’s Corner crowded with letters from the 
young cousins. 

I am glad to note, This is my first letter,” 
and then I ‘ike to see them followed up with 
second, third, and fourth. It is really interest- 
ing to watch the progress from first to fourth 
and further. It is indeed wonderful. 

I hope to see one thousand first letters this 
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watch these early efforts, and how anxious 
we are to see the fourth and fifth—the pride 


| we feel in their advancement—the strong; the 


yearning desire we feel to hav our places 
filled when we shall pass away. 

It is from this army of young recruits that 
the ranks will be filled mainly, and I am sure 
the broken spaces will be worthily filled. , If 
they are not, it will not be the fault of Miss 
Wixon or Tux Teura SEEKER. 

There was a time when it required the 
Btrongest moral and physical courage to take 
a stand for freedom of opinion, and there are 


some such places now, but they are growing 


beautifully less from day to day. 

Just think of it, the preacher does not 
speak to over one hundred on an average, and 
his voice reverberates around the hollow 
walls of the room in which he speaks and 
ofttimes the more hollow heads of his hear- 
ers, while a letter in the Corner reaches thou- 
sands and thousands and circles the earth. 
O children, what an encouragement to write! 
What an incentiv to do your level best! 

Giv us descriptions of your homes, your 
studies, and your pets. Tell us of the scenery 
in your vicinity, of the things you like, and 


your ideas of right and wrong. It will all 


help you in composition and freedom of ex- 
pression. You will gain the use of words 
and an easy, graceful style. What if you 
make an almost flat failure at first, it becomes 
a motiv for some one else to beat it? and 
for you to do better next time. Then re- 
member your effort looks much better when 
dressed in printer’s garb than it does as it 
leaves your anxious pen. 

Try always to do your best, and every time 
try to do a little better. What a splendid 
opportunity is open before you. With best 
wishes for a Children's TgvTH SEEKER, I am, 

Yours cordially, L. L. Goopwin. 

St. Elmo, Tenn., April 14, 1891. 

— ———̃ (U—ę—b—ꝝ 
Correspondence. 
Aspen. CoL., March 80, 1891. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon: As [ hav never 
written to the Corner, I hope this letter will 
not find its way to the waste. basket. I go to 
school. I am in the B 4 grade. I study 
reading, writing, arithmetic, drawing, lan- 
guage, and geography. I am twelve years 
old. Papa has taken Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
over a year. I like the pictures. We hav 
the picture book, ‘‘ Men, Women, and Gods,” 
„For Her Daily Bread,” and Is This Your 
Son, My Lord?“ 


Yours truly, Osoaz B. KINDEIOK. 


Ec. Nivo, March 28, 1891. 


Miss Susan H. Wixon, Dear Friend: As 


this is my first letter to the Children’s Corner, 
I will not take the room of your grand and 
noble paper, but simply say a few words. 

My papa has taken Tux TRUTS BEEKER for 
nine years. I like to read the Cuildren’s 
Corner and look at the pictures. My papa 
has the Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book.” 
I think the pictures mean a great deal to 
young America and should ever be kept in 
mind. . 

I am taking up much of your valuable 
space, so I will close. 

Your Freethinker friends, 

M. O. HENRY, 
PEARL BOPHRONIA. 
Fr. Farrrietp, Me., April 5, 1891. 

Miss Wixos : I write to let you know that 
there is another young Liberal away up in 
Maine. 

My father takes Tax Treure Szzkzz. I 
like to look at the pictures and read the Chil- 
dren's Corner very much. 

Iam nine years old. I hav a baby brother 
sixteen months old (he is just as cute as he 
can be), and a sister fifteen years old, who 
goes to the village high school. ; 

I hav several pets. One is a dog named 
Trusty. I harness him up in my sled, and 
he hauls me all around on the crust. 

I was visiting one of my playmates awhile 
ago, and she showed me her Sunday-school 
book ; I looked it over, and found a picture 
of a little girl hanging up by the hands and 
her feet in the fire, and I asked her if that 
was where the Christians were burning Infi- 
dels, and she said: Why, of course not. 
The Christians would not do such a thing as 
that." Then I told her the Christians were 
better than the God they worshiped. She 
said I was wicked, and would hav to burn for 
making such talk. Then I asked her if she 
was happy. She said, of course she was. I 
told her Icould not be happy if I believed my 
playmates would hav to burn for thinking 
differently from myself. I remain, 

Your little friend, Jenss Wal DRON. 
WozoEsTER, Maes., April 5, 1891. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to the Children’s Corner. Iliketo read 
the letters in THE TRUTH SEEKER. My mother 
died March 18, 1889. I was eleven years old 
February 12ch, and my brother Willie was 
thirteen February 18th. We went forty.four 
miles and back on Sunday to attend the fu- 
neral of Horace Seaver, Aug. 25, 1889. It 


year, and any number of the higher ones. I 
wonder if the dear young girls and boys hav 
any idea with what interest we older lads 


was the first time we had ever seen or heard 
Colonel Ingersoll, but we had often heard 
him spoken of as that ‘‘ horrid Infidel.” I 


don’t think he is **horrid." I think he is 
bright ag & button.” I judge from his looks 
and writings, not what the Ghristians say. I 
hav been toschool and church and to Sunday- 
school, missing only three times since I came 
here in 1889. We go rain or shine, snow or 
blow. We would go to Liberal meetings if 
there were any here, but it is nice to hear 
both sides. I spoke a piece last Easter. It 
was this: 


** An Easter lily I will bring, 
And surely it will tell 
. Of him who walked upon the earth, 
And loved the lilies well." 


Willie spoke, The Boys We Need." I 
should like to see it in the Children’s Corner. 
We hav been to anatomy lectures this winter, 
‘and I go Wednesday‘afternoons to All Saints’ 
church to the Kitchen Garden” school. 
There are twenty girls that belong. We 
learn how to wash, iron, sweep, dust, make 
beds, etc. We sing as we work. We are 
going to hav an exhibition the last of this 
month. I can play some on the piano. I 
will write again some time if you would like 
to hear from me. I will close by wishing 
Mr. Thomas Winter would write soon for 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER. I remain, > 

Yours truly, Martsa C. Dones. 
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Mzpruw WE gave the truth to the world 
years ago that everybody is & medium and 
should be developed in the daylight and 
commune with God direct. Book of Medium 
We, $1. Direct, 2801 28th and Grace streets, 
Richmond, Va.—Adv. 


Liberty in Literature, 
By ROBT. d. INGERSOLL. 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


THE 


French Invasion of Ireland in'98, 


Leaves cf Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroic Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFE. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and go!d side stamps. Price, $1.50. i 


The present volume is an effort to rescue from 
comparativ oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war. , . . It points a moral that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail receive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hard, the elevat- 
ing infiusnce of newly acquired ambition, . . . 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Politioal intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Contains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


By 


I. Evouutron, ANTIQUITY. BAOTEBIA, ETO. 
William Durham. F.R S. E. 


II. ASTRONOMY, ŞUN, Moon, Stans, Erc, By Will 


iam Durham, F. R. S. 


These handy series of volumes on science—of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
r8, others to follow—are written 1n a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply a popular need. 
The price of each is t0 cents in cloth. 


WANTED. 
A Oongenial Fema'e Life Companion, between 
Thirty and Forty. 
Give particulars, etc. 
Address, J. B., Box 211, Lyons, KAN. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Ouricg the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERBY, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: | 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As te his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MRA. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation, 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - 75 Cents. 
1 This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gy 
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ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
for 35 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


"he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 


Reformers. ‘The Biographies oí 
thrce hundred of the most distinguished 
teachcrs and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
present. By D. M. BewwxrT. 1,075 pages, 
8vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to ** The World's: 
Sages,” etc. By D. M. Bunyzrr. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a fall account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. IL describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. BzwwETT. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 
Pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leatt er, 55.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. . 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Ago of Reason, Examina- 


tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Liandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
whole r «eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
counr AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
Tohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Lomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; es 


The foregoing volumes are called The 
Truth Seeker Library." If all are ordered tox 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 

rice, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. As 

ssionary Document it is unexcelled, 129 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Ohurch and Morality; Criminal Statistica, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Ohurch and Civilization; the 
Ohurch and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Ohurch and Liberty: the Ohurch and the 
N Reform ; the Woman's Rights 

emper; ( ; 

Ohurch and the Republo. "°° eform; the 


Bible Morals, : Twenty Crimes and 
ices Sanctioned by Scripture; False 
Deception : Cheating; Theft and Redder 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
nkindness to Children; Oruelty to Animals: 
Human Sacrifices; Oannibalism ; Witchcratt; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance ; Poverty 
and Vagranoy: ignorance an 1 ; Obscen- 
, „P1100, copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. ni 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written 

abbath from a rational point npe large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Beriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 

unday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathera; The 

abbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Ohristian Reformers, 
Scholars: and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, 25 cents; eix copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
igious and Political Liberty. Tells the 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the or 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Ohoive extracts from Common Sense,” 
American Crisis,” ‘Rights of Man," and “Age 
of Reason ” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
eel y pound, And. containing a handsome 
ait of Paine. Price, paper E 
cloth, 75 cents. epee Stel ORHSR 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
oline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliever ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 certs; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cta. 


The Apostle of Libert . An address 
2: 


delivered in Paine Hall ore the N. E. Free- 
thinkere Convention, Ji anuary 29, uu Price, 
cents, 


Fathers of Our Republic, Paine, Jef- 
ferson, Washington, Franklin. A lecture de- 
livered before the Tenth Annual Congress of 
the American Secular Union, in Chickering 
Hall, New York, November 13, 1886. 15 centa, 
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he Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text Bock 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE 
ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


E NOW READY.--PRICE, $2 AND $2.50. 


Designs bv Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


CONTENTS: 


Uncle Sam and the Priests, The Church and Thomas Paine. The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross, 


Tho Posts that Bother Uncle Sam. 40 V. Thomas Paine. | tig Patriot metens, à Its Evolution. 
Uncle fiam Sleeps, but the Priests do Not. e Preacher and the Patriot. : Their Scientific Records Compared. 
Romaniam with Her Mask On. One Work by Paine Outweighs Ali the Preach- ; Unkind Reflections Upon the 
The Mask Off. erg. Two Samples of Christianity’s Church. h 
~ Submit to the Roman Pontiff as to God». Why Faino Wis Dononneed acd gots Work. Decline of the Papacy in Italy 
The Skeleton that Unole: Pam may kone: Pay Oburch. Romans of the Past and Present. The oa Tiger and His Whelps. 

Church, “Don’t Hurt Our 


find 1n his Oloset. $ $ 
: A New Laocoon. am Once Upon & Time a Donkey Kicked a Lion. 
. The Trail of the Serpent. 
Some Undesirable Immigrants. 
Lay Loyalty ` 
* Where Liberty Reigns the Tyrant Seeks to 


Peruvians Before and Since the Conquest. The wid of the 
. elings. 
Shake, Old Man; We're on the Same Lay 
[ ammany ward worker to Methodist min. 
isterial delegate). 


Missionaries. 


Studies in Natural History. 
Hypocrisy of Christian Missionary Aer i 


A Question for Theological Ethnologists. 
Some Problems in Evolution. 


Slay Her."—La Balle. The Prototype of the Methodist Revival. Onristian Missionaries in India. Persecutions by the Churc 
The Outcome of Church and State Union. igion i i i Missionary Methods in the Church of England. n. 
Religion in Man and Instinct in the Brute. A Poor Rule That Doesn’t Work Both Ways. Tho Burning of Bruno. 


The God-in-the-Constitution Guerillas. —Lib- 
erty in Peril. s . 

Religions Treason the Ruin of the Republic. 

A Transformation of the Bartholdi Statue 
which may be Expected under Religious 


Rule. 
What Uncle Sam Should Do. 


The Only Thing on Which the Sects Agree. 

An Unvloome Pilgrimage. 

When Christians Made the Laws. 

Superstition the Same in All Places and Ages. 
anishment of Roger Williams. 

Oase of Dr. MoGlynn-the Church Troe to Her. 


The Bible and Science, 


The Bible and Geology. 
The Bible and Geography. 


The Clergy and their Flocks. 


The Lord's instruments, 
Religious Rule. 


Bible Doctrines and their Results. 


The Church Robbing the People. 
New York City's Annual Gift to the Churches. 
The Taxpayers and the Ohurshee- . 

‘Thanksgiving. 

Thanksgiving—I. 
5 —LH. 
s" IIl. 
Sabbath Laws. 


Sabbatarian Efforts in the National Senate. 
Sunday in a Sabbatarian City. 


The Olergy's Opportunity. 5 
As the Olergy Desire Banday- 
€ € [D [T] e III. 


The Children and the Church. 


Two Ways to Go. 

Which Shall We Have ? 

A Teacher We Do Not Want. 

The Shadow in Our Schools, ' 
A New Application of an Old Text. 
The Reptiles in the Path. 


Shearing Time. 

The Olergy's Hold Upon the People. 

One of a Very Numerous Class. 

The Physician and the Flock. 

Duty to the Olergy. 

At Conference Time. 

wore oe s Methodist Conference in New York 
n 


The Burden of the Oross. . 

The lone n Conception of Olerical Priv- 
eges. 

The Ark of the Ford. . 

Bympathizing ith their Pastor, 

One Triumphant Saint. 

Appearance and Fact. 

Obaplains in the Army and Navy. 

A Desirable Bargain. 


Piety In Our Penitentiaries. 


A Religions Procession. 


The Atonement Scheme. 


The Atonement Doctrine. 
Practical Application of the Atonement. 


The Great Efficacy of Baptism. 


How to Get a Halo and & Harp. 
Divine Beneficence. 


Biblical Temperance Statements. 


plied. 
The Ohristian Scheme from Genesis, to the 
Synoptical Gospels, and the Practical Re- 


sults. - 
The Authority of the Footpad. 
The Law and the Quem] Not the 8 
e Law and the Gospel Not the Same. 
vu of Faith at Findlay, Ohio. 
hich Statements Shali We Be Damned for 
Disbelieving ? 
Trregponsibility of Ohristians—Whence they 
Obtain and Where they Put their Sins. 
Jesus Paid It All. 
A Candidate for Glory—An Old Sinner, buta 


ew Saint. 

Some Tests for True Believers. 

Following Christ. 

An Earnest Christian, 

A Trial of Faith. 

The Faults in Christian Morality.—I. 
is 7. [13 *. (13 — 
[m m « « m III. 

IV. 

An Incident of a now. storm, January, 1889. 

Another Incident of Another Snow-storm. 

On the Anxious Seat. 


Record. 
Oasting Pearls Before Swine. 
The Bigotry of Church and State. 


Some Allegories, 


The Genii who Preside Over the Road to 
nowledge, 

The Three Graces of Infidelity. 

A Clerical Move. 

The Trinity that Ruled the World in the Dark 


es. 
T 1 e Orato 

e Race ween America’s Iniide 

and England's Christian Statesman. 
The Enemy and the Friend of Liberty, 
Roman Oatholic Pandora’s Box. 
A Now Bonderins ur an gyme. 
rror in 1 & av) on. 

The World Still Moves. ris 


Heaven. 


On the Probation Pian.—Scene Outside of the 
ates of the New Jerusalem. 
On the Probation Pias.—Scene Inside of the 
Gates of the New Jerusalem. 
Into Heaven vta. Purgatory. 


Reoruiting for Church Institutions. 
. A Parochial Schooi Lesson. 
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tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. | 

The Glory of Unbelef. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. p ^ 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Xts 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 39 pages in cover 
Price, 10 cents. | : 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rv. Dr. R. F, Burns, of Halifax, 
N. 8. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 

, Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Obristianity. 3, Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
5 cents. 

Address 


Effacement of Christianity? 
BI GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12m, 800pp., $1. s 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 

or Boys and Girls. 12mo. 888pp., 81.25. 

Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
gome and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free. 
thinkers’ Ohildren'a Story-Book ever. issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus. 
trated covers ; 4o, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TRY-SQUARE. 


The Church of Practical Religion, 
" BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unole Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questione 
of human concern, religious, Political, and other. 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just sufi: 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
-hold hig attention while the truth is being brongbt 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office. Price. £1.00. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” * The Real Blasphemers,” * Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ote., etc. 


` THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. Now York. 


ASENTs WANTED sage, S ght REE A css 


oopOrtunity. Geo. A. Scott, 842 Broadway, Y. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
‘Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


Kennedy’s Medical Discov 
ery cures Horrid Old Sores, 
Deep Seated Ulcers of 40 
years standing, Inward Tu- 
mors, and every disease of 
the skin, except Thunder who isgitiol with those rare powers that render 
Humor, and Cancer that has adh nin. fe beat osten, mau of the 
taken root. Price, $1.50. 

Sold by every Druggist in 


that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 

the United States and Can- 

ada. l 


will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—[{The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, 51. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


8vo, 1,119pp. Cloth, $3; leather: $4; morocco, 


dom. Charterof Rights. Duties and Obligations , 


THE ` 
CHAMPIUNS OF THE CHURCH: 
THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


Liberal Ril estin? 


Thess notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Socteties meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for. 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect: 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Bunday afternoon st 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
st; Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. feats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 7:30. Lecturer, debates, and discus- 

sions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 

ident, Henry BInD; Secretary, ConA BELLE 
LAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


gilt edges, $4.50. 


; BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Latayette Place, New York. 


The Works of Caleb $, Weeks 


Songs of the Morning. 212 pp.; cloth, 
75 cents. : 

Selections from the Pocts: With Re- 
sponses; Including Pope’s Essay on Man, 
with Responding Essay. 359 pp.; cloth, $1 25. 

The Philosophy of èvit. 11 pp; 
5 centr. 

Human Life; or, The Course of Time” 
as geen in the Open Light. An Epic Poem. 
Seven books in one vol., 8:9 pp.; cloth, $1.25, 


Perss Norioczs or HUMAN LIFE." 

The New 2 hought (Chicago) says: It is the best 
thing of the kind we ever saw. . . . To state the 
whole thing in the language of another, the first 
book shows what a heaven is coming on this earth 
after it shall have passed through the necessary 
discipline, and the other books show what a hell 
of a time we have to get there.” | . 

The Chesaning Argus (Ohesaning: Mich.) says: 
It is one grand sublime poem . . & perfect 
history in blank verge of the social and religious 
struggles of our earth, and would be good reading 
for those who have been interested in Looking 
Backward.’” Describing Book 6, it says: This 
chapter will be found especially interesting to 
ladies.” E 

The Phrenological Journal (New York) regarde it 
a8 equal to the great epios of & hundred years 
ago or more. j 

Mr. Edward Bellamy, author of “Looking 
Backward,” says: L have read it with much in- 
terest. I am in entire sympathy with its spirit 
of boundless faith in human development.” 

Rev. R. Heber Newton says itis one of the 
significant indications of the signs of the times. 

The Nationalist, of Boston, considers its style as 
equal to Milton’s, and says it engages the read- 
er's attention with the first line and keeps it 
engrossed until the final word.” 

Brick Pomeroy’s Advance Thought (N. Y.) says: 

“Tt contains much to benefit humanity.” 

Address, S. G. W, BYINGTON and OO., 
334 Fourth Ave., N. Y. 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 3 P. M., every 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat- 
form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood sts., at 2:80 and 7:30 P. M, for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on handatcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
F. M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Mazrus HxiGHTON, Seo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A. M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Taz TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solioited. R. G. BAITH, Cor. But. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P. x., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The publio cordially invited. 


New Zdition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


` BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 


Des Moines Secuiar Union 
-| Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 


lynn Block, B.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, | Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayotte Place, New York, 


Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at 
thia office. Price, 51 cents. 


FEANELIN STEINER, Prog. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock, A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Beata free. 


AN EMBLEM OF 
Freedom, Progress, ua Reform. 


Bepresents the burning Torch of Reagon, the 


Port Angeles Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in the publio 


fer} 1 achool building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
rising no of Science, and the day in mide ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
Mo Lind the night vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
aud dark ness of uted free. FRANK MonsE Cor. Bec. 
Bupersti tion: and | ———————————— ——————————— 
symbo lizes the The West End Progressive Lib- 
evolution of tho eral Union 

hight of a a poret. Of Los. Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 
tion to he day and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr’s 
of Free thought, | Hall. Everybody invited. Mns. R. M. BEBBA, 
Science, and Rea. | Pros.: J. H. MoWinriAMS, Reo. Sec. 

a00., De sien pat | ———————— ——————————————— 
ented S Maden The Walla Walla Lib: ral Club 
two sizes, like out Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
and emal my er model, hal, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
n g Ay ute ele d iroh. auf el l “Eres i 
colors. Most beautiful badge ever designed | table library is at the Bervioo of members. and 


Price, 10kt, $3; 14kt, $4, 55; with Diamond in Sun 
$8, $10, $15. Small model 10kt, $2; 14kt, $2 75, $3.50 
Oharme, both rizeg, $3, $4, $5, $6, $10, $15, $20, $35, 
Sent by registered mail and cash refunded at op- 


tion. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
JEWELER, ROCHELLE, ILL, 
Send-for beautiful card in Colors and Gold, of 


badge, and descriptiv circulars of my fam 
SOTTO WETISTEIN ” Watch, tracts, sto. 


friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash. meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. BIOR, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres; OHARLES RHEA, Bec. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Club, 
Meets every Eunday at Knights of Labor Hall, 
1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, A.M. Visiting Lib- 
erals invited to attend. Con. A. HABRIS, Pres. 


| o € Isaao S. Lxx, Sec. 
SELF 
LAA | | COLONEL R. d. INGERSOLL’S 


A eT Hts, 
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ee 


*. 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


cesses in maturer 

a years. It sets forth 
ARI an External Applica- 
tion—A POSITIVE OURE, as it matters not how 
ong standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times 5 N and should be in pane handa of 
chose seeking a speedy and permanent cure. E 
dress Dr. Sot. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., and 
say where you saw this advertisment. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By Lupwi¢ FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by George Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


A GOOD WORD. i 

r. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

taan ae a generous patron of the Freethought 

press. He has many testimonials to the value of 

his progressive and sSuecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Freeihougnt. 


on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines. 


GENTS make {00 PER CENT and win $74 8 CASH Prizes 
A Sample free. Territory. Dr. Bridgman, 375 B'way,N. Y. 
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the Geek. 
Tae pope in an encyclical adjures his 
hearers that in the unfortunate times with 
which we are afilicted ” they must“ be united 
to their bishops in all good will and submis. 
sion, and above all guard with ardor and 
bravely profess one faith and obedience, and 


one filial piety, under the bishop of the uni- 
versal church.” 


A coPrzR trust is being 
formed. 


Von MorrRE died on 
the 24th ult. 


Taxitalian trouble may 
make restriction of immi- 
gration an issue of the 
1892 campaign. 


TRE endeavor to enlist 
the Sioux in the army, as 
a means to peace, is at 
length meeting some suc- 
cess. 


Insanity is increasing 
amoug Iowa farmers, at- 
tributed by some to their 
care-vexed and pleasure- 
ignoring lives. 


In San Francisco a new 
Christ is prophesying de- 
struction, and a dissident 
form of Mormonism is 
gaining disciples. 


MONTREAL being in 
danger of a flood, the 
populace assemble in 
Notre Dame cathedral 
and pray against it. . 


Tar street-car strike in 
Detroit, attended with 
violence, has been suc- 
ceeded by ariotous strike 
of car-works operators. 


‘Tur Chilean rebellion 
continues, The rebel flag- 
ship has been sunk, with 
the commodore and 500 
men,by a torpedo cruiser. 


Rev. DB. Hoxzann, 
Episcopal, of St.. Louis, 
Objects to remaining in 
his church because there 
is a negro church within 
a block. 


New Yonx Italians will erect a monument 
to Columbus. 


NS 
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CHINA refuses to receive Blair as minister, 
because of language he has used against her. 


ExdrAxpD makes fun at the declaration by 
John L. Sullivan that he will stand for Con- 
press. 


THE pope will issue this month an encyc- 
lical aimed to place the church at the head of 
the labor movement. 


Tue prayer-meeting at the Ridgefield Park, 
N. J., Methodist church May 1st was enliv- 
ened by a rough-and-tumble fight: 


‘ NEVER,” says a Catholic organ, has 
there been a brighter outlook for a proper 
settlement of the question of parochial-and 
public schools than to-day." 


Ar the late explosion at Rome the pope, 
who had been saved from being overthrown 
by an attendant, said to his secretary, Per- 
haps it was a bomb destined for me.” 


TEE ist was attended with some strikes in 


the United States, and many strikes, with |. 


violence and bloodshed, in France. Belgium, 
Italy, and England had slight disturbances; 
Germany and Austria, none. Anarchists in- 
cited and headed the riots. 


Tar educational committee of the Pennsyl- 
vania senate has been hearing Bishop Mc- 
Govern of Harrisburg and Father McTighe 
on a resolution of Senator Hall that inquiry 
be made as to incorporating Pennsylvania 
parochial schools into the state system. 


Tux telegram of Premier Rudini to Marquis 
Imperiali, head of the Italian legation at 
Washington, says: ‘‘ Henceforward the fed- 
eral government declares itself conscious of 
what we hav constantly asked, and yet it 
does not grant our legitimate demands. Mr. 
Blaine is right when he makes the payment 
of indemnity to the families of the victims 
dependent upon proof of the violation of the 
treaty; but we shrink from thinking that he 
considers that the fact of such violation still 
needs proof. We hav placed on evi- 
dence that we hav never asked anything else 
but the opening of regular proceedings. In 
regard to this, Baron Fava’s first note, dated 
March 15th, contained even the formula of 
the telegram addressed on the same day by 
Mr. Blaine under the order of President Har- 

-rison to the governor of Louisiana, Now, 
however, in the note of April 14th Mr. Blaine 
is silent on the subject which is for us the 
main point of controversy. We are under 
the sad necessity of concluding that what to 
every other government would appear to be 
the accomplishment of strict civil duty is im- 
possible to the federal government. 
Let tke federal government reflect upon its 
side if it is expedient to leave to the mercy of 
its state in the Union, irresponsible to foreign 
countries, the efficiency of treaties, pledging 
its faith and honor to entire nations.” 
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ELISHA IS REMINDED OF HIS BALDNESS. 
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i Sreethinkers’ | Almanac, 


1891. 


(E. M. 291.) 


WITH ILLUSTRATIONS. K 


Calendar for 1891, 


1890. 
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And he went up from thence unto Bethel ; and as he was going up by the way, there came forth little children 
out of the city, and mocked him, and said unto him, Go up, thou baldhead; go up, thou baldhead,—2 Kings ii, 23. 
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Tne highest eminence to which Science has 
reached to:day, the grandest generalization 
which Philosophy has made up to the present 
hour, form the line upon which we stand 
the line of our Bible, the line of our faith. 
But, footing this line, we do not turn round, 
"Christian-like, and try to smite down those 
who stand behind us; for we believe in prog- 
3 resB, not fixity ; in men- 
tal action, not mental 
‘stagnation; and we rec- 
ognize that the line we 
toe to day we may be 
able to overstep to- 
morrow. Thus there is 
no disability annexed to 
investigation—no penalty 
attached to inquiry. 
There is, with us, no 
** Thus far; no farther ;” 
no incontrovertible utter- 
ance of oracle; no slav- 
ish adherence to the ipse 
dixit of Ghost, holy or 
unholy. Show us the 
deepest depth to which 
human penetration can 
£0; there we desire to 
be.. Show us the loftiest 
peak to which human 
speculation can soar; 
‘there, on that peak, we 
take our stand to-day, 
and gaze upward and 
onward to a still loftier 
eminence, upon which 
we may take our stand 
to-morrow.—Saladin. 


TRE worst ill service 
you can do to the violent 
is to show them that they 
may work their wicked 
will unpunished and un- 
checked. by the natural 
instincts of humanity. — 
It is to make them mas- 
ters of the situation,” to 

encourage them by suc- 
cess and impunity, to en- 
throne them as monarchs 
of the world. It is to 
put goodness under the 
foot of evil, and so to 
drive back the progress 
of humanity. . . . It 
is, too, to harden the sin- 
ner in his wrong, the criminal in his crime, 
and the brute in his brutality; to teach him 
to proceed in outrages and iniquities that 
pay so well. Hundreds that wouid hav been 
stopped at the outset of their criminal career 
by prompt and timely resistance are led on 
by the impunity which submission secures 
till habits of crime are formed and recovery 
becomes hopeless. Non. resistance, again, 
becomen connivance and complicity in wrong. 
— Greg. 


Tnovanr and feeling are the vibrations of 
the brain.— Hartley. i 


Hz that would make his liberty secure must 
guard even his enemy from oppression ; for, 
if he violates this duty, he establishes a prece- 
pos that will reach to himself.— Thomas 

ane, í 


I am the sworn poet of every dauntless rebel 
the world over, 
And he going with me leaves peace and 
routine behind him, 
And stakes his life to be lost at any moment. 
i — Walt Whitman, 


Many of our interpretations of scripture 
and much of their authority rest upon the as- 
sertions of the Christian fathers.” If any 
one would gain a true estimate of the value 
of the testimony of these worthies, let him 
read of their lives and writings and supersti- 
tions, and he will be slow to accept their dicta 
about God's word. — Robt. C. Adams. 


TRUTR and reason never cause revolutions 
on the earth; they are the fruit of experience, 
Which can only be exercised when the pas- 
sions are at rest; they excite not in the heart 
those furious emotions which shake empires 
to their base. Truth can only be discovered 
by peaceful minds; it is only adopted by 
kindred spirits. If it change the opinions of 
men, it is only by insensible gradations—a 
gentle and easy descent conductiug them to 
reason. 'The revolutions caused by the prog- 
ress of truth are always beneficial to society, 
and are only burthensome to those who de- 
ceive and oppress it.— Du Marias. 


Fanatics are almost always under the di. 
rection of knaves, who place the dagger: in 
their hands. These knaves resemble Mon- 
taigne’s Old Man of the Mountain, who, it is 
said, made weak persons imagin, under his 
treatment of them, that they really had ex- 
perienced the joys of paradise, and promised 
them a whole eternity of such delights, if 
they would go and assassinate such as he 
would point out to them. There has been 
only one religion in the world which has not 
been polluted by fanaticism, and that is the 
religion of the learned in China. The differ- 
ent sects of ancient philosophers were not 
merely exempt from this pest of human so- 
ciety, but they were antidotes to it; for the 
effect of philosophy is to render the soul 
tranquil, and fanaticism and tranquillity are 
totally incompatible.— Voltaire. 
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EMOLISH INFIDELITY. 


Hotes and Clippings. 


Tue English hav been making a great 
outcry against Russia for turning out the 
' Jews; but they are not prepared to giv the 
chosen people the hospitality of Eagland. A 
call for a meeting in London to urge the gov- 
ernment to stop the influx of Jews has been 
signed by many members of Parliament and 
other influential people. 


Tris is all the public knows of a somewhat 
important event. Itis a dispatch from Lon- 
don dated May 8 h: Madam Blavatsky, the 
noted co-founder of the Theosophical Soci- 
ety, died at 19 Avenue Road, Regent’s Park, 
three weeks ago. The fact has only now 
become publicly Known. The cause of 
death was influenza, aggravated by kidney 
trouble. The body was cremated at Woking, 
according to Madam Blavatsky’s desire.” 


Ir after Annie Besant has been with us 
there still remain any so dense as not to 
know what Theosophy is all about they 
should paste Mrs. Besant’s Boston definition 
of it in their hats. The central idea of 
Theosophy,” said the lady, is one great 
circle of light;spreading from the rare to the 
dense, from the intangible to the tangible, 
from the subjectiv to the objectiv.” That, 
thinks the World, puts the case in a nutshell. 


PRoHTBTTTN in South Dakota isa failure, 
conviction being impossible under the law 
passed last year. In the test case recently 
made, a detectiv swore that a man-had sold 
him liquor. No attempt was made to inval- 
idate the testimony, but the defense argued 


that under the law the detectiv had com- 
mitted a crime in buying the liquor, was 
therefore an accomplice of the saloon-keeper, 
and his unsupported testimony was insuffi 
cient for conviction. The court and jury 
agreed with the defense. 


EMPEROR WILLIAM has taken a religious 
turn. He is about to proceed to the Wart- 
burg to shut himself up for meditation in 
the famous room in which Luther saw the 
devil, fired his inkstand at him, missed him, 
and spoiled the wall. Among his medita- 
tions, says the Sun, the youthful sovereign 
can reflect upon the probability that if Luther 
had lived in a more recent period and had 
served his time in the German army, he 
would not hav missed the devil with that 
inkstand. 


TER great John Wesley once expressed his 
belief that sin was the cause of earthquakes. 
Col. Elliott F. Shepard appears to hav taken 
a leaf from Wesley's notebook. On Sunday 
he told the congregation of the Asbury 
Methodist church that the reason why Chi 
cago has of late been in the clutches of the 
grip was that the directors of the coming 
World's Fair in that city hav not yet decided 
whether or not the Fair shall be closed on 
Sundays. It would perhaps be interesting 
to know, says the Recorder, what, in Colonel 
Shepard’s opinion, is the cause of the grip in 
New York, and whether there is such a thing 
as a sin bacillus. 


Tax woman's rights movement in Rou- 
mania has received a new impetus from the 
recent election of a woman to the mayoralty 
of Branessci. Meetings of women are being 
held all over the country with & view to 


organizing a woman's league for the purpose 
of booming women for city offices. The 
aims of the league will be followed in 
observance of the fact that, while women 
are legally eligible to all local offices in Rou. 
mania, public opinion and the constitution 
are agaiast admitting them to parliament 
and granting them the ballot. The league 
will, therefore, be an association of women, 
will merely plan and execute the best means 
of influencing their husbands and brothers to 
support other women for municipal electiv 
offices. 


A MEMORIAL recently presented to the pope 
in the name of all the United States emigra- 
tion committees, who recently held a con- 
gress at Lucerne, begs his protection for the 
four hundred thousand to five hundred thou- 
sand Catholics who annually emigrate. The 
memorial is also signed by a representativ of 
Canada and contains statistics of a very pes- 
simistic character. The pope accepted the 
memorial and promised to giv the matter 
special attention. The reason urged by the 
memorialists why national bishops should be 
appointed for America to look after the emi- 
grants of the different nationalities is that 
the Irish bishops in the United States only 
nominate Irish priests, who do not know the 
languages spoken by the emigrants. The re- 
sult of this is that Catholic emigrants lose 
their religious faith. The statistics commu- 
nicated prove these two points. 


- Tus German Liberals are determined to 
wrest the telegraph and telephone monopoly 
from the government. The censorship 
exercised by the officials in the telegraph 
department is stimulating opposition, and is 


becoming more and more irritating. Tele- 
grams are scrutinized on the frontier, and 
liberal excisions made to meet the police 
sense of propriety. Raports of speeches in 
the Reichstag and at public meetings are not 
permitted to pass over the wires if objec- 
tionable expressions are discovered. The 
Liberals hav prepared a bill to confer upon 
private corporations and individuals the 
power to maintain local telegraph and tele- 
phone systems on the proof of the possession 
of ample capital for that purpose, municipal 
governments being exempted from this con- 
dition, and rendering the state telegraph and 
telephone liable to the payment of damages 
for dispatches illegally withheld or thrown 
out. 


Tar Sun troubles the brethren this wise: 
„The Union Theological Seminary has elected 
the Rev. Dr. Van Dyke, of Brooklyn, as pro- 
fessor of systematic theology, and the Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary has established a 
new chair of biblical theology. These are 
both Presbyterian schools of divinity; and 
yet the question whether there is any basis 
for either biblical theology or systematic the- 
ology remains to be decided by the Presbyte- 
rian general assembly which meets in Detroit 
this month. If Professor Briggs is right, the 
Bible does not afford such a basis, unless the- 
ology is to be no more than merely specula- 
tiv. According to him, and many Presbyte- 
rians who sympathize with him, the Bible is 
a fallible book, containing errors along with 
its truths, as the human reason may deter- 
min. If that is so, of course the Bible affords 
no positiv foundation for theology; &nd 
without such a foundation, how can there be 
any theology that is more than guesswork ?” 
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Christianity and Evolution. 

: PALEY S EVIDENOEB —NO. f. TACITUS, 

Of the large number of works that bav been 
written in order to demonstrate the absolute relia- 
bility of the so-called histories) evidence for Ohris- 
tianity, none are inore popular even to.day than the 
famous trestis of Dr. Paley. Aud there sre many 
good reasons for this. Paley knew how to write a 
work that would interest the reading public; he 
had 2 good method of marshaling his evidence and 
8 fascinating style of writing, and a plausible method 
of arguing that was calculated to please the ordi- 
rary superficial reader; in addition to this he was 3 
perfect master of the English lengusge, and em- 
ployed as few Latin and as many simple Saxon words 
to convey his ideas as possible. 

Paley begins by laying down two propositions : 

1. “That there is satisfactory evidence that many 
professing to be original witnesses of the Ohristian 
miracles, passed their lives in labors, dangers, and 
sufferings, voluntarily undergone in attestation of 
the accounts which they delivered, and solely in con- 
sequence of their belief of those accounts; and that 
they also submitted, from the same motivs, to the 
new rules of conduct.” 

2. “That there is not satisfactory evidence that 
persons, professing to be original witnesses of other 
miracles, in their nature as certain as these are, hav 
ever acted in the same manner, in attestation of the 
accounts which they delivered, and properly in con- 
sequence of their belief of those accounts.” 

The answer of the Rationalist to the first propo- 
sition is that we hav not the evidence of the orig- 
inal witnesses—nor even of those who “ profsssed 
to be original witnesses of the Christian miracles.” 

Apart from the four gospele—the authorship and 
authenticity of which are disputed— who were the 
persons “ professing to be original witnesses of the 
Ohristisn miracles?” Paley fails to supply the 
names, but contents himself with advancing the al- 
leged testimony of persons who were not born until 
after the death of Jesus. Moreover, even supposing 
it were true that the early followers of Jesus 
“ passed their lives in labors, dangers, and sufferings, 
voluntarily undergone in attestation of the accounts 
which they delivered,” it would not demonstrate that 
their belief was true; it would merely show that 
they were sincere. 

The second proposition ia beside the point. Even 
if persons who alleged that they had seen miracles 
performed by persons other than Christ or his fol- 
lowers, were not prepared to pass their lives in 
“labors, dangers, sufferings," it would not prove that 
they had not seen some remarkable performances 
the eauses of which they did not understand; it 
would only prove that they did not attach the same 
importence te them as the others or that they inter- 
preted them in a different way. The Rationalist, 
however, denies all miracles, and alleges that their 
performance would be a viclaticn of all the known 
aws of nature. Ue 

Tacitus (born a.n. 54 or 55, died 134 or 135) is 
claimed by Dr. Paley as a witness for Christianity. 
It will be observed that this historian was not born 
until after the alleged death of Jesus, and could not 
therefore hav been an eye-witness to any of the mir- 
acler alleged to hav been wrought by Jesus. At 
most Tacitus could only speak to events that bsp- 
pened quite thirty years after the death of the al- 
leged founder of Christianity. Such evidence is 
absolutely valueless so far ss demonstrating the truth 
of Obriatisnity is concerned. Paley quotes Tacitus 
for the purpose of showing that during the reign of 


Nero this emperor “inflicted the most cruel punish- | 


ments upon a set of people, who were holden in 
abhorrence for their crimes, and were commonly 
ealled Obristians. The founder of that name was 
Christus who, in the reign of Tiberius, was punished 
as a criminal by the procurator, Pontius Pilate. 
This pernicious superstition, thus checked for a while, 
broke out again; and spread not only over Judes, 
the source of this evil, but reached the city also; 
whither flow from all quarters all things vile and 
shameful, and where they fird shelter avd encourage- 
ment. At first, only those were apprehended who 
confessed themselvs of that sect; afterward a vast 
multitude discovered by them; all which were eon- 
demned, not so much for the crime of burning the 
city, as for their hatred of mankind. Their execu- 
tions were so contrived as to expose them to derision 
and contempt. Some were covered over with the 
skins of wild beasts and torn to pieces by dogs; 
some were crucified. Others, having been daubed 
over with combustible materials, were set up as lights 
in the night time and thus burnt to death. Nero 
made use of his own gardens as a theater on this 
occasion, and also exhibited the diversions of the 
cirous, sometimes stendirg in the crowd as a specta. 
tor, in the habit of a charioteer; at other times 
driving a chariot himself; till at length these men, 
shough really criminal, and deserving exemplary 


not hav been the Jesus of the gospels. 


lie welfare, but only to gratify the cruelty of one 
man (Annals, book xv, sec. 44). 

If thia passage were authentic, if would not prove 
anything of value to the Christian. There may hav 
been a sect called Ohristians who were persecuted 
by Nero, although the Christus mentioned here may 
But there 
are many good reasons for believing that this pas- 
sage, in common with the others I hav quoted, was 
manufactured by Christians centuries after the death 
of the alleged author of them. In the first place, 
if this passage had really appeared in the writings 
of Tacitus, it is singular, to say the least of it, that 
it was not quoted by any of the esrly fathers. Ap- 
parently they knew nothing of it, otherwise their 
silence is inexplicable. 

It was not quoted by Tertullian nor Clemens 
Alexandrinus nor Eusebius, each of whom we may 
reasonably suppose would hav referred to it had they 
known of its existence. Indeed, this passage appears 
to hav been first discovered during the fifteenth 
century. 

. The Rev. Robert Taylor, writing on this passage, 
says: “It rests then entirely upon the fidelity of 
a single individual, and he having the ability, the 
opportunity, and the strongest possible incitement of 
interest to induce him to introduce the interpolation. 
The passage itself, though unquestionably the 
work of & master and entitled to ba pronounced tke 
chef d'œuvre of the art, betrays the penchant of that 
delight in blood and in deseriptions of bloody hor- 
rors, as peculiarly characteristic of the Christian dis- 
position as it was abhorrent to the mild and gentle 
mind and highly cultivated taste of Tacitus. It 
is faleified by the ‘Apology of Tertullian’ and 
the far more respectable testimony of Melito, bishop 
of Sardis, who explicitly states that the Obristians 
up to his time, the third century, had never been 
victims of persecution, and that it was in provinces 
lying beyond the boundaries of the Roman empire, 
and not in Judea, that Obristianity originated. 
Tacitus has in no other part of his writings 
made the lesst allusion to Christ or Obristians” 
(Diegeais, pp. 374, 376). 

The valueless character of such evidence as that is 
seen in the fact that Tacitus knew nothing of Jesus 


personally, nor hav we any evidence that he was 


acquainted with anybody who had either seen Jesus 
or witnessed any of his wonderful doings; and fur- 
ther the pessage itself was never used by Ohristians 
as a part of the evidence which they hav to present 
in support of the historical truth of their religion. 

LATER WITNESSES. MEN 

Dr. Paley quotes the following ‘words from Sueto- 
nius, born ap. 65, died in the second century: 
“Affectt suppliciis, Christiani genus hominum 
superstitionis nove et maleficæ” (Seut., Nero, eap. 16). 
“The Christians, a set cf men of a new and mis- 
chievous (or msgical) superstition, were punished.” 
A passage from a Latin poem by Juvenal is then 
quoted, bub it appears to hav no bearing on the sub- 
ject. It is translated as follows: “‘Dasoribe Tigelli- 
nus (a creature of Nero) and you shall suffer the 
same punishment with those who stend in their own 
flame and smoke, their head being held up by a stake 
fixed to their chin, till they make a long stream of 
blood and melted sulphur on the ground.” 

Paley believed in eumulativ evidence, and he seemed 
to think that a lot of weak evidence, if put together 
often, made up a very strong argurnent, and so he 
observes: If this passage were considered by itself, 
the subject of allusion might be doubtful ; but when 
connected with the testimony of Suetonius as to the 
actual punishment of the Christians by Nero, and 
with the account given by Tacitus of the species of 
punishment which they were made to undergo, I 
think it sufficiently probable that these were the 
exceptions to which the poet refers. These things, 
as has already been observed, took place within 
thirty-one years after Christ's death—that is, accord- 


ing to the course of nature, in the lifetime probably 


of some of the apostles, and certainly in the lifetime 
of those who were converted by the apostles or who 
were converted in their time. If then the founder 
of the religion was put to death in the execution of 
his design; if the first race of converts to the relig- 
ion, many of them, suffered the greatest extremities 
for their profession; it is hardly credible that those 
who came between the two, who were companions 
of the author of the institution during his life, and 
the teachers and propagators cf the institution after 
his death, could go about their undertaking with 
esse snd safety (Paley's Evidences, p. 21). Here 
we see that Paley assumes that some of the apostles 
of Jesus were cognizant of these events. But if 


‘they were, how is it that they did not mention them? 


Why are the four gospels silent respecting them? 
Why were these events lefi unrecorded until the 
above disputed passage was found in Suetonius? 

The testimony of the Younger Pliny is then intro- 
duced. 

Paley artfully acknowledges that this belongs 
to a later period, but quotes from the celebrated 
letter to Trajan, whieb, however, is not beyond dis- 


punishment, began to be commiserated ss people| pute, and against which the Rev. Robert Taylor 


who were destroyed, not out of regard for the pub- 


urges strong objections. 


He says: “The undeniable fact that the first 
Christians were the greatest liars and forgers that 
had ever been in the whole world, and that they 
actually stopped at nothing. The flagrant atopism 
of Ohristians being found in the remote province of 
Bithynis, before they had acquired any notoriety in 
Rome. . The ineonsisteney of the supposi- 
tion that £o just and moral a people as the primitiv 
Christians are assumed to hav been, should hav been 
the first to provoke the Roman government to depart 
from its universal maxims of toleration, liberality, 
and indifference. The use of the torture to 
extort confession—the choice of women to be the 
subjects of this torture, when the ill-usage of women 
was, in like manner, abhorreut to the Roman charac- 
ter” (Diegeria, pp. 383, 384). E 

Martial is the next supposed witness. He is 
alleged to hav written before Pliny, and made the 
sufferings of the Christians the subject of his ridicule. 
“Nothing, however,” says Paley, “could show the 
notcristy of the fact with more certainty than this 
does. Martial’s testimony, as well as Pliny's, goes 
also to another point, viz., that the deaths of these 
men were martyrdoms in the strictest sense; that is 
to say, were so voluntary, that it was in their 
power at the time of pronouncing the sentence, to 
hav averted tbe execution by consenting to join in 
heathen sacrifice.” In further corroboration, Paley 
says: “The constancy, and by consequence the suffer- 
ings, of the Christians cf this period is also referred 
to by Epictetus, who imputes their intrepidity to 
madness, or to a kind of fashion or habit; and about 
fifty years sfierward by Marcus Aurelium, who as- 
cribes it to obstinacy (Evidences, pp. 22, 23). 

Unquestionsbly, weak as the letter of the younger 
Piiny is, when viewed in the light of evidence for 
historics] Christianity, the supposed testimony of 
Martial, Epictetus, and Mareus Aurelius is weaker 
still. ; 

These writers, it is true, mention persons who 
were known by the name of Christians. Nobody, 
however, disputes that there existed a sect of persons 
bearing this name, and their existence can be traced 
back leng anterior to the slleged birth of Jesus. 
What we want is evidence of the existence of the 
mirscle-worker Jesus—not of persons calling them- 
selvs Christians. It was s very easy matter for per- 
sons Calling themeelvs Christians to go about doing 
extravagantly absurd things between fifty and a 
hundred years after the supposed death of Jesus. 

Aud es a matter of fact, all Martial did was to 


| ridicule the. stupidity of Christians who, in a stub- 


born freizy, rushed to be tortured or killed out of 
sheer bravado. Epictetus naturally described such 
conduct as “madness,” and Marcus Aurelius as 
“ obstinacy ;” and no doubt there was a decided 
mixture of both. 

The Rev. Robert Taylor, in his Diegesis,” and 
Dr. Giles, in his Christian Records,” hav pointed 
out the chief defects in this supposed evidence. 

The Rev. Dr. Giles sums up thus: Though the 
remains of Grecian snd Latin profane literature 
which belong to the first and second centuries of 
our era are enough to form a library of themselves, 
they contain no allusion to the New Testament. The 
Latin writers, who lived between the time of Obrist’s 
crucifixion and the year a D. 200, are Seneca, Lucan, 
Suetonius, Tacitus, Persius, Juvenal, Martial, Pliny 
the E'der, Silius Italicus, Statius, Quintilian, and 
Pliny the Younger, besides numerous others of in- 
ferior note. The greater number cf these make 
mention of the Jews, but not of the Christians. In 
fact, Suetonius, Tacitus, and the Younger Pliny, are 
the only writers who mention the Christian religion 
or its founder" (Obristian Records, p. 36). And on 
page 42 the same writer says: “The Greek classic 
writers who lived between the time of Christ's cruci- 
fixion and the year 200 sre those which follow: 
Epictetus, Piutarch, lian, Arrian, Galen, Lucian, 
Dionysius of Halicarnassus, Ptolemy, Marcus Au- 
relius (who, though a Roman emperor, wrote in 
Greek) Pausanias, and many others of legs note. The 
‘allusions to Christianity found in their works are 
singularly brief.” 

Mrs. Besant puts the view of the Freethinker 
with great clearness and force. She says: What 
does it ali—this ‘evidence’—amount to? One 
writer, Tacitus, records that a man, called by his 
followers *Ohrist'—for no one pretends that Ohrist 
is anything more than a title given by his disciples 
to a certain Jew named Jesus—was put to death by 
Pontius Pilate. And suppose he were, what then? 
How is this a proof of the religion called Chris. 
tianity ? Tacitus knows nothing of the miracle- 
worker, of the risen and ascended maz ; he is strangely 
ignorant of all the wonders that had occurred; and 
allowing the passage to be genuin, it tells sorely 
egairst the marvelous history given by the Chris- 
tiens of their leader, whose fsme is supposed to hav 
spread far and wide, and whose fame most certainly 
must So hav spread had he really performed all the 
wonderful works attributed to him. But no necessity 
lies upon the Freethinker, when he rejects Chris. 
tianity, to disprove the historical existence of Jesus 
of Nazareth, although we point to the inadequacy 
of the evidence even of his existence. The strength 
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of the Freethought position is in nowise injured by 
the admission that a young Jew named Jesus (i. e., 
Jesus) may hav wandered up and down Galilee and 
Judea in the reign of Tiberius, that he may hav been 
a religious reformer, that he may hav been put to 
death by Pontius Pilate for sedition. All this is 
perfectly likely, and to allow it in no way indorses 
the mass of legend and myth encrusted round this 
tiny nucleus of possible fact” (Freethinkers Text- 
Book, p. 207). 

Up to the middle of the second century, then, 
these are the whole of the external evidences which 
Obristians had to offer on behalf of their religion, 
and such evidence it must be admitted is wholly in- 
adequate to demonstrate the historic portion of the 
Christian case. AkTRUR B. Moss. 

— — . — — 
The God Idea. 


In these days when men do their own thinking 
and the cherished creeds and established dostrins of 
political and religious organizations are subjected to 
the most sesrehing scrutiny, it ought not to seem sas- 
rilegious for us to investigate the god idea that per- 
meates the philosophy of all classes and conditions 
of men. 

The most depraved savage has his god. The Hot- 
tentot of Africa, the Figi of the South Sea islands, 
the Digger Indian upon the Great American Desert, 
all believe in the existence of some sort of a god. 
History los as itself in the deep labyrinths of the 
past, but it does not go beyond the worship of a sup- 
posed deity. Ancient Egypt adored the mighty Nile 
and bowed down to crocodiles and bulls. Every 
nation had and has to-day its peculiar god or gods, 
shaped and fashioned after its idea of strength, cour- 
age, and goodness. 

As civilization advanced the god idea advanced, 
and from erocodiles and bulls, from images and 
shrines, we fiad the Christian religion evolving from 
the shadows of superstition with a great and un- 
known deity who to save from his own wrath gave 
his innocent son to die upon the cross as a propitiation 
for the sins of the world. The Jehovah of Israel 
becomes the god of the gentiles. Taken from his 
chosen people, he fortifies himself in Rome and 
works with a broad crimson stain through eighteen 
centuries the march of the Ohristian church. 

This God is supposed to hav made the world in 
six days; to hav made the sun to rule the day and 
the moon to rule the night. To gratify his own 
pleasure he made man in his own image to rule the 
beasts of the field and the fowls of the air. He 
endowed man with reason and subjected him to 
temptation. Through the mschinations of the evil 


one man disobeyed God and ate of the forbidden. 


fruit. For this act of disobedience God drove his 
creature man out of the garden, and he (God) cursed 
the earth he had made; he cursed man and said, 
“By the sweat of thy brow shalt thou earn thy 
bread.” He also cursed woman and pronounced a 
curse upon her daughters after her. His wrath knew 
no bounds, and to satisfy his awful vengeance he 
cursed the entire human race. Whata picture! A 
great God pronouncing terrible maledictions upon 
millions of unborn men and women, and all for the 
sins of his own creatures that he had made from 
the dust to gratify his own pleasure. In his wrath 
he brought the flood and buried beneath its 
angry waves the world, sparing neither women 
nor children. In his wrath he destroyed 
the city of Sodom and saved only righteous (?) 
Lot, a villain whose very name is a stench in the 
nostrils of decent men. In his wrath he hardened 
Paaraoh’s heart and visited his plagues upon 
the hapless Egyptians. He advised the Israelites 
to “spoil” their former masters, nob only eounte- 
nancing deceit and theft, but actually commanding it 
of his people. He overthrew Jericho and saved only 
a harlot, butchering in cold blood babes and 
women. He was the friend of David and Solomon, 
than whom no viler men ever darkened the pages of 
barbarism. And at last he grew so angry with his 
earthly children that nothing but the innocent blood 
cf his own son would propitiate his terrible anger. 
Thinking men, reasoning men; pure women, I ap- 
peal unto you. Is this your conception of a God? 
Is this your idea of justice and right? How long 
must this bloody conception of the deity last? The 
world advances in science and art—the locomotiv has 
taken the place of the bulicck cart, the telegraph su- 
persedes the carrier-pigeon, and the world advances 
in every respect save in its conception of a God. The 
ides of the blood atonement clings like a Nemesia to 
the human race. Intelligent men believe in and 
worship & God whose history, if true, would cast a 
shadow upon the record of ten thousand Neros. 
How can virtucus women worship a God who gave 
unto David “all the wives of his master Saul,” or a 
God whe would bless and prosper such vile libertins 
as old Jacob and Solomon — God who blessed the 
polygamist and the adulterer? How can honest 
men bow down before altars built to a God who 
led a band of outlaws and robbers from Egypt into 
Canaan, there to butcher the old and the young, to 
rob and plunder the hapless Canaanites? Will men 
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and women never renounce this horrid conception of 
& God and learn to do right and respect the rights of 
others? Will they never turn from futil efforts to 
plant their bloody banner in every Iand and from 
preaching the cruel doctrin of blood atonement? Men 
need to be pointed to the future and not to the past. 
Men should forget Abraham and Lot and David and 
Peter and Paul; they should not be taught to adore 
the Jehovah of the Bible, but taught to follow in the 
footsteps of such men as Denton, Humboldt, Frank- 
lin, Falton, Edison, Pasteur, Koch, and that mighty 
host of mighty men who are leading the human race 
from out the shadows of superstition into the glori- 
ous sunlight of reform. In Koch we see one might- 
ier than the supposed Christ. One who not only 
heals, but shows others how to do his wonderful 
works. Ohrist was supposed to heal the leper, but 
Koch not only heals the consumptiv but places in 
the hands of others his wonderful power. Koch 
works by Scientific principles, while Christ acted the 
part of a juggler. Koch goes to the root of the evil, 
while the Nazarene, if the story be true, simply re- 
moved the effect without acting upon the cause. 

Obrist was not the equal of Edison, for he entered 
Jerusslem riding upon an ass's colt, while Edison 
rides behind the lighinings of the clouds. Take 
the patriarchs of Israel, and place Jews at their 
head, and place around them the armies of Israel in 
its palmiest days, and one hundred men armed with 
Winchester rifles would scatter the entire host. 
Why, then, this eternal adoration of these benighted 
savages ? . 

Let all Freethinkers band themselvs together and 
organize themselvs not upon the principle of old 
Moses or upon the principle of Jesus or Paul, but 
let them teke the teachings of Newton, Franklin, 
Huxley, Darwin, Edison, and the great army of 
scientists, as our creed, and take the revelations of 
science as the only true revelations of God, and 
build up their race upon a higher, purer, nobler 
plane, and go forth to conquer the combined armies 
of ignorance and superstition. W. H. Srrrszs. 

Nashville, Tenn. 


——————— SO tO z 
Letters to Workingmen. 


Charles Lamb in his humorous way tells us of the 
origin of roast pig—how a building containing 
young pigs accidentally took fire and how the farmer, 
poking among the embers, ran his fingers into the 
roasted meat, and, clapping his burnt fingers into 
his mouth, first tasted roast pig, and how he, and 
afterward his neighbors, finding out his method, 
took to burning down their buildings to obtain this 
wonderful savory viand. We laugh at the idea of 
burning a house to roast a pig. Nevertheless the 
circumlocution performed by our public institutions 
discounts the absurdity. To roast a pig they would 
not only burn a house, but spoil the pig also. Why 
is it, take a question of law, of medicin, of theology, 
an appeal is made at once to the past? A search is 
begun for some old decision ; and the older the bet- 
ter, fhe more honored. Men, even reformers, are 
continually decrying the degeneracy of the times 
and pointing to the “good old days” of our fathers, 
when politicians were patriots, ministers sincere, and 
lawyers were honest. We are forever looking back- 
ward for our model. 

Yet history proves it a delusion. Its students 
must deny that the politics of our fathers were less 
corrupt than ours. On the contrary, intrigue was 
then, as now, the politician’s stock in trade. If the 
minister was less a hypocrit, he was more a tyrant. 
Aud a conecience was less discernible in the doctors. 
The greater cry raised against corruption in our 
times, arises from the fact that our perceptions of 
right aud justice are keener. We are losing our 
reverence for the divine right of things. We are 
beginning to question the truth of the saying that 
the end justifies the means. The old lady who ex- 
cused her false prophecy in time of a revival by say- 
ing, “There is no sin in lying to scare sinners to 
repentance,” proved herself a true follower of the 
Christian fathers. But somehow her efforts were 
not appreciated, and she is growing still unpopular. 
The age is getting critical. We are even questioning 
the good men in politics who in his endeavor to save 
the country by getting his party in power will resort 
to means which would noi look just right if employed 
in his own individual advancement. The patient is 
questioning the methods of the physician, asking 
himself if he is not heeding the admonition, “ Paysi- 
cian, heal [heel] thyself,” and doing it at bis expense. 
The mantle of “ divinity” and “ necessity is getting 
threadbare, and we are discovering the form of a 
man beneath it. Even the long gown of the priest 
is getting thin, and the halo that was wont to en- 
cirele his beatific countenance is becoming beautifully 
less; like the wig of the councillor and the Latin of 
medicin and prayers, it is losing its value. 

The trouble is, we hav accepted the assertions of 
men a8 truth simply because our fathers and fore- 
fathers so accepted them, but when subjected to the 
test of reason and experiment, they are found want- 
ing the essential qualities of truth. Then we are 
inclined to doubt our reason and experiment; for we 
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hav learned to love if as truth. Thus reason has 
been denounced as false and in league with the devil. 
The early history of all people shows how reason has 


to giv way to tradition. After man had made his 
God and endowed him with omnipotent goodness, 
reason wanted to know how his existence with that 
of evil in the world could be reconciled. Hence the 
myth of Eden, “original sin,” and other traditions 
arose. Man was made perfect, the traditions of life 
were perfect. But the devil, in the form of wisdom, 
beguiled him. He began to question, to reason, and 
was lost; and this old fear that to follow our reason 
to & logical conclusion would lead us to the devil 
still dominates the masses. We are conscious of the 
working of certain principles for good, but so fear- 
ful of getting out of the road our fathers trod we 
dare not trust them. All reformers start from well- 
defined principles ; but the moment success brings 
them many followers, a limit is set to the principle, 
and we find inscribed upon their articles of faith, 
“Thus far shalt thou go and no farther.” They 
dare not follow their logie to a consistent conclu- 
Sion ; for when they leave the creed of their fathers, 
and claim the right to enter new fields of thought 
and action, fo be consistent they must grant the 
same right to others, until every soul is at liberty to 
decide for himself or herself what is right, what is 
proper, and act accordingly. Freedom in thought 
is becoming popular, freedom of speech is being de- 
manded, but freedom of action has few advocates. 
Yet the logie that begins with thought must, end 
with action. Liberty must shine for all, else it is 
not liberty. Do as you will and be prepared to take 
the consequences of your aots; for as you act in 
liberty, by liberty your, acts are judged. The prin- 
ciple of liberty is natural law, and based upon the 
perfect equality of the human race. 

I know we are living in a highly artificial state of 
society. The idea of human equality is à modern 
idea, and the idea of liberty as a principle is very 
little understood. But the ego of man will never bə 
satisfied until the liberty of the individual is estab- 
lished. Liberty is the normal or natural state of 
man. Prescribed morals and conduct is abnormal, 
artifical. Nature says, do as you please; and true 
education says, the pleasure of your act depends 
upon your doing to others as you would hav others 
do to you. This is the idea: like produces like. If 
you smile, a smile is returned ; if you frown, a frown 
answers you. Joy givs birth to joy, and hate en- 
genders hate. When we acquire scientific habits of 
thought, when we are no longer prejudiced in favor 
of hereditary beliefs, but shall seek the truth with 
unbiased investigation, then the true value of funda- 
mental principles will be apparent. Then we shall 
be able to think of liberty that is in no way associ- 
ated with invasion. Then we may truthfully gay: 
“T believe in liberty, but not in license.” Now it is 
_the reverse. We believe in license, but not in liberty. 
When we limit liberty, we create license. We no 
longer say, “Do as you will," but “Doas we will." 
We hav established an authority, and liberty under 
‘authority is impossible. But would you giv man 
liberty to do wrong? I would giv man liberty; 
that is to say, I would make the conditions such that 
every man should dwell in liberty. i 

The idea of giving men liberty conveys a false im- 
pression. Liberty is the normal condition, man’s 
inalienable right. Ignorance and superstition hav 
deprived him, and substituted license. Intelligence 
must restore it. 

If man does wrong—that is to say, if he invades 
the liberty of others—then he is not acting in liberty, 
but destroys the condition and subjects himself to 
restrainment. Oan there be such a thing as restrain- 
ment without government? Self- preservation is 
the fi-st law of nature.” It certainly is essential with 
selfishness. If my liberty is invaded, my nature as- 
serts the right to resist that invasion, and if my 
atrength or ability is unequal to the task and I cau 
convince others of the justice cf my resistance, and 
that their interests will be advanced inasmuch as the 
help will be reciprocal, they will voluntarily assist: 
me. Ia this way association for mutual protection 
and mutual advantage will be formed. Herbert 
Spencer says, “ The spontaneous cooperation of men 
in pursuit of personal benefits will adequately work 
out the general good.” Think it over, friends. Im- 
agin a neighborhood. Some one is wronged. His 
friends and neighbors desire to see justice done and 
the wrong righted. They are thoroughly acquainted 
with all the features of the case, and left to themselvs 
would soon make restitution, but their hands are 
tied. The poor man or woman must suffer and be 
silent, or else appeal to the law, in which case they 
may possibly punish their enemy, but when they 
figure up the cost the satisfaction is not so apparent. 
The lawyer has been well defined as the gentleman 
who rescues your property—snd keeps it himself. 
Think of these lawyers and judges deriving a vast 
revenue from the quarrels and misunderstandings of 
those who should be friends, and would b» but for 
these vampires and leeches on the body of society. 
These differences could all be settled by friendly 
arbitration, without loss of time or expense of fort- 
unes. And what is trae of those cases arising from 
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traffis and intercourse is equally true of crime and 
all cases of ir justice. . s 
But this is mob-law, you exclaim. Nothing of the 
kind. Intelligence would soon arrange matters. 
Mob-rule and its usual acts o: violence are but the 
voleanie eruption of pent-up indignation at the 
tardiness, ine ffi siency, and corruption of our so-called 
courts of justice, where criminals are arrested by 
“ pals,” confined and guarded by comrades, and 
finally tried by their equals or superiors in crime. 
When we consider the character of these men who 
rule us, when we divest them of the glamour of 
offizialism that surrounds them, we shall realize that 
Proud man, 

Dressed in a little brief authority, 

Moat ignorant of what he's most assured, 

Hia glasay essence, like au angry ape : 

Piays such fantastic tricks before high heave 

As make the angels weep. 

Buffalo, N. Y. A. L. Barrov. 


— k 
Mr. Laperche’s Views. 


For many years back I hav been suppressing a 
desire to express my views on Spiritualism. I did 
go, thinking I had better leave the valuable pages of 
our esteemed 'TuurH Sezer for wiser ani more 
talented writers, but unless I am entirely cff my 
base, my economy of the space in your valuable 
columns has not the desired effect. It is not all 
taken up by wisdom. In the mean time, my desire 
to be heard is getting uncontrolable, being constantly 
aggravated by what seems to me extremely ridiculous 
pleas for Spiritualism. 

My views hav been many times stated exactly by 
other parties, but not plain enough, it seems, for 
those who suffer their desires to overthrow their 
jadgment. 

Allow me, Mr. Macdonald, to ask you and all the 
readers of Tun Trura SRK ER a pertinent question. 
Are all the Spiritualistic writers partially deranged 
or am I an idiot? One or the other seems to me an 
inevitable fact. Be frank and fear not to offend me. 
I want an impartial jury and am well disposed to 
abide by the verdieb after the evidence is heard and 
properly considered. 

I will take for my oppositi the latest defender 
of spirits in TRR Trora Szrxzs, Mr. W. L. Willis. 

Miss Ella E. Gibson and a certain doctor hav 
given this man what appears to me quite satisfactory 
explanation of the possibility of the medium being 
influenced by the surrounding cireuit. Indeed, Mr. 
Willis is not able to deny that such a thing is at least 
possible if not altogether probable, and yet he posi- 
tivly insists on attributing all the pheromena he wit- 
nessed to foreign spirits who he believes hav once 
inhabited human bodies. 

1. I ask Mr. Willis, where is the proof that such 
spirits exist outside of his imagination ? 

2 If they do exist, where is the proof that they 
influence the medium ? 

8. If they influence the medium, why does the 
medium require the concurrence of a circle of friends 
to be influenced by the spirits, and that all the mem- 
bers of the cireuit be entirely subservient to the me 
dium and remain in (flesh) connection with him un- 
til an electric current is formed through which the 
volition of the whole party can flow to the medium 
and the consequent ravings of the overstocked me- 
dium ean find ready access in the minds of those who 
hav temporarily deprived themselvs of their will 
power to eroperate in the formation of this huge 
maniac? Way cannot spirits communicate witb 
their friends without a medium, and why can they 
not communicate with man in his normal state? Is 
it not as essential that all these questions be answered 
before the problem of spirits can be entertained at 
all, as it is for Christians to explain how an omnipo. 
tent and omniscient God could repent of his work 
before we can accept their Bible as a divinely got-up 
book! 

Mr. Willis angrily exclaims: “Some vicious pao- 
ple attend séances for the express purpose of expos- 
ing the medium, ets.” If an adversely disposed 
person ean break the circuit and destroy the power 
of the medium, is this nof a plain proof that the 
madiin is controled by the circuit and by nothing 
else ? 

A short time ago Miss Gibson wrote a short letter 
in answer to Mr. Willis. It was so concise, and yet 
such a complete defeat of Mr. Willie, that I really 
expected to never hear from that man again. 

To my great surprise, the same man is out again 
with one cf his four-column epistles, proudly flour- 
ishing his great literary talent quite unconeerned 
about the damaging challenge cf Miss Gibson which 
he never can meet, aud stil boasting that he is 
perfectly at home on this subject!” At home! yes, 
like a blind mau in & dark room. 

In Tue Troura Szexer of May 21 I got another 
surprise from Mr. O. H Green, who does not claim 
to be a Spiritualist. He says: "I was very sorry 
that Sister E la Gibson did not choose to tell Brother 
Willis what she has so long kaown about that mys- 
terious force, that she is so sure spirits hav nothing 

to do with.” 

The very letter that I took to be a death-blow to 


|up the gauntlet. 


Siiritualiam, Mr. Green understood as throwing 
In that letter Miss Gibson had 
told Mr. Willis to explain to the satisfaction of in- 
telligent, scientific people how all those phenomena 
were produced by the help of spirits, and she would 
explain how all the same tricks can be performed 
without the help of spirits. ] 

Is this not a fair offer? To be consistent, should 
not Mr. Willis hold his peace until that nut is 
cracked ? 

Behold a parallel case: Moses cast his rod on the 
ground and it become a serpent. The magician did 
likewise with the same result. Moses claims that he 
performs this wonderful trick by the power cf God, 
ane. that the magician did it by the power of the 

evil, 

In the eyes of the beholders the two performed 
alike. The difference claimed is only asserted by 
Moses himself. Hence no one could ever believe it 
without committing an injustice upon himself. 

Now where, I ask, is the difference between the 
positions of Moses and Willis? 

The medium does a thing that bi fflas the under- 
standing of the uninitiated, and says it is done by 
the spirits. The magician does the very same thing 
and claims there is no spirit about it. I hold that 
no sane person is justified to believe either on his 
bare assertion. . 

The magieian proves his assertion by showing us 
how anyone can do the same tricks. When the 
medium can prove his claim by substantial evidence 
or by a rational argument, he will likewise be en- 
titled to credence. Until he does that it is the duty 
of everyone not willing to be deceived to regard him 
as a crank or a crook. 

Mr. Willis admits that some bogus mediums hav 
been exposed, but locks upon this fact as a proof 
that there must be genuin mediums before they can 
be counterfeited. Fine reasoning that is. I once 
saw an enormous big man made of marble and ex- 
hibited as a petrified giant. It was a counterfeit. 
Does that prove that such giants did liv once? Not 
at all. It proves that the idea of a giant is not new 
but does not at all prove that one ever existed. 

There can certainly be no objection in investigating 
the possibilities of an eternal existence, but this con- 
tinually trying fo palm off their unsupported asser- 
tions for accomplished facts is becoming quite intol- 
erable. If I am wrong please let me know, and I 
will again try to muster up patience eroagh to pa- 
tiently suffar the annoyance, since I cannot succeed 
in comprehending it. Cuas. LAPEROHE, 

rt — 


Space-Filling. 


It seems that Mr. Walker, in endeavoring to re- 
fute my proposition, vever advanced before, that & 
plethora of souls would ensue in spaca if the life 
evolved therein were immortal, has jumped from 
his Agnostical fence into the most pronounced 
Spiritualism. Which it grieves me very much to 
note, seeing that I shall be obliged to shake his over- 
weening cor fidence in life-everlasting by “ hoisting his 
arguments with his own petard.” He tries to evade 
the main point at issue by reiterating his former 
figures of the extent of soul-evolution presumably 
going on in this planet or system, deliberately ig- 
noring the fact to which I hav repeatedly called 
attention that no matter at what rate souls are 
evolved a plethora would be the inevitable result. 
Admit that the life of the higher or lower orders is 
immortal and how can he reconcile it with the postu- 
late of science, generally accepted, that life has been 
evolved during all eternity, if not from this planet 
or system, from the infinit number of sysiems 
preceding it, without filling all space an irfinit num- 
ber of times over again, showing the fallacy of this 
doctrin beyond all doubt, because after the first fill- 
ing—though there could be no “first” in eternity 
eoul-evolutions would necessarily hav to cease, which 
would involve the finiteness of nature. What need, 
therefore, of wrangling sbout millions or trillions of 
years? With his admiscion that it would “tske our 
aolar system twenty-three million years toform aglobe 
(of soule) the siza cf our earth,” can he not compre- 
nend that though it took twenty-three million centu 
ries to form such a globe, nature has the necessary 
time at her command to fill the entire distances 
separating us from other systems with such globes ? 
Oan this be denied, and does “necessary time” not 
imply an epoch no matter of what duration it may 
be, and did an infinit number of such epochs not 
precede this particular one, aud will an infiait num- 
ber not succeed it? But when spaces is ones filled, 
as it must evidently be at some time, seeing that 
spirits are supposed to be an imponderable matter 
occupying the same amount of space as when ia the 
flesh, where can any more room be found for the 
souls subsequently evolved? How insignificant, 
therefore, Mr. Walker’s period when compared tothe 
duration of eternity. Dame Nature” would laugh 
it to scorn, if she could. Is the entire life of our 
planet and of our solar system not to her as that of 
a single individual is to us? Are solar systems not 
individuals to her, preceding and succeeding each 
other ad infinitum ? And to figure on what nature 


can accomplish in a paltry hundred trillion centuries, 
and pit such an insignificant period against eternity, 
what folly ! 

But Mr. Walker thinks he can invalidate these 
propositions by the “axiomatic truth which I [he] 
stated in my [ais] former communication in these 
words, viz: ‘Isis a self-evident proposition that if 
you continue to giv, without any equivalent being 
returned, the supply will ultimately be exhausted, 
and that “this principle applies to all products, 
spirits not excepted.” Is it possible that this axio- 
matic truth has been revolving all this time in his 
mind without his perceiving how fatal it is to the 
doctrin he upholds? He says I ignored it. Sol 
did, but the reason was that I thought I had 
stretched the editor's patience to its utmost extent in 
one article. But now that Mr. Walker has given me 
the opportunity not to ignore it the second time, I 
will work this “axiomatic truth” for all it is worth, 
“ biling it down " at the same time. 

A Materialist might hav advanced this axiomatic 
truth as an unanswerable argument against Spirit- 
ism ; but how a votary of life-everlasting can adduce 
it in defense of his doctrin passes my comprehension. 
“Tf you giv without any equivalent being returned, 
the supply will be ultimately exhausted.” Well, 
doesn’t nature, or matter " (so-called), not giv, yield, 
or evolve souls or spirits according to spirit- 
philosophy, and would therefore, seeing that no equiv- 
alent is claimed to be returned for these spirits, the 
supply or source from which they were drawn or 
derived, not ultimately became exhausted? In other 
words, would nature or matter not become extinct 
if spirits were continually evolved from it, seeing . 
that no parts of these spirits sre ever returned ? 
What plainer and more unanswereble argument to 
show the fallacy of immortality could be adduced? 
It is the very principle of the law of the conserva- 
tion of energy which teaches thet “matter” can 
neither be increased nor diminished by one atom, but 
as spirits are presumed to be matter is the sum total 
of it, therefore, not constantly sugmented in space, 
seeing that nature's matter eternally yields soul. 
substance without ever receiving an equivalent in 
return, and holding her own at the same time? It 
cannot be possible that he means that as spirits in- 
crease in space, metter diminishes, so that, after 
space is full of spirits, there will be no matter to 
produce any more from. His instancing that if a 
fertil field were not constantly replenished with 
fertilizers, it would soon become a barren desert, 
almost points in that direction. From which I con- 
clude that he actually believes Dame Nature intends 
to commit suicide, or degenerate to a barren, impotent 
state, after she has given birth to & certain number 
of souls. That this would be the result if she 
evolved souls at all, is self-evident, but that these 
facts should be cited in support of the spirit-doctrin, 
when they sound its death knell, is a mystery be- 
yond my capacity to solve. He says in elucidation 
of his proposition that “If the earth furnishes the 
material from which spirits are evolved and none 
of it is returned, the supply will be exhausted and 
the production cease as certainly as if it were a 
grosser substance. It seems difficult,” he continues 
to say, “by any illustration to make this proposition 
plainer.” Yes, it is perfectly plain. I don't ask any- 
thing plainer to show the utter absurdity, from a 
scientific and rational standpoint, of the doctrin of 
everlasting life. If the earth, or nature (for the earth 
without nature could not “ giv” anything), furnishes 
the material from which spirits are evolved, and none 
of it is returned, the supply will be exhausted and the 
production cease. Hence spirit evolution implies 
that the material furnished by any planet, or nature, 
will finally be exhausted, and then she may as well 
“shut up shop.” If he or anyone else can maka 
anything else of his proposition” () I would gladly 
be apprised of it. 

Hoping that he will learn to be content with the 
only life nature is able to bestow, so as not to unreg- 
sonably yearn for a “ next,” I remain as ever, etc., 

Marengo, Lil, H. WETTSTEIN. 


— 9 — — 
Death in the Communion Wine-Cup. 
Ooncerning the irquiry by F. G. MoeOauley in 
your last iseue: “Are there any well-authenticated 
enses of persons rescued from the drink habit relaps- 
ing into it through the use of fermented wine at the 
communion-table?” I will say that I had a step- 
father who was a reformed drunkard, and for a time 
lectured upon temperance. He remained sober for 
about nine years. He removed from the East to the 
West, where he joined the church, but absented him- 
galf, or declined to partake of the sacrament for fear 
of bringing back that appetite for strong drink. 
This caused remarks among the church people (who 
knew not the reason for his abstaining) that all was 
not right at beart with the man, which reached his 
ears, and caused him to yield and partake of the 
sacrament, which brought back that strong appetite, 
and, after several other attempts to reform, carrie 
him to his grave. i 
I could giv cases where the sacramental wine 
(which is by some denominations taken weekly) has 
led to drunkenness and poverty. 
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I do not see how people can consistently advocate 
the cause of temperance snd sanction the motto, 
* Touch not, taste not, handle not," and put the 
sacramental wine to their lips. Ww, Harr. 
Kirksville, Mo. 
— 99 —*99——————— 
Twenty-Oae Conundrums, 


1. If, at the last day, “all the dead shall be raised 
up with the self same bodies and none other" 
: (Presbyterian Confession of Faith, p. 165), in what 
shape will the missionaries appear who hav been 
eaten by the cannibals in the Fiji islands? 
2 Now, as the bodies of the missionaries hav been 
eaten by the cannibals, they in turn compose part of 
the bodies of the cannibals. Now, if the missionaries 


provision of money from the city, and for that rea- 
son the proposition which is thas briefly outliaed 
will be submitted to the city authorities as soon as 
it has been.adopted by the board of trustees at their 
next meeting. 

Of necessity some time will elapse before the city 
can act in the matter. The people will accept the 
generous proposition of the public-spirited citizens 
who will thus place one of the grandest collsctions 
of art in the world at the free disposal of the publie 
of New York. Meanwhile money is necessary to ac- 
eomplish the object the Herald has undertaken— 
that of opening the museum during the months of 
June, July, August, and September. 


to two months’ imprisonment for “insulting Catholic 
church institutions.” It appears that Mr. Grimpe 
wrote an article on “The Terrible Doings of Monk 
Orders." The Prussian law guarantees liberty cf 
speech, press, and illustration, and of scientific pur- 
suit, and the article in question was strictly histor- 
ical, but Mr. Grimpe was found guilty. It is the old 
story cf flirtation between church and state. When 


will people wake up and cause their total separa- 
tion? 


. Three new Freethought societies hav been formed 
in Belgium during the past month, and money sub- 
scriptions for the erection of a monument for César 


appear in their self same bodies, how can the cannibals 


de Paepe increase in number as well as in amount. 


Leon Furnemont, editor of La Raison, proves him- 
self an excellent member of the executiv committee. 
To giv our readers an idea of the spirit of the Bel- 
gian Freethinkers we cite the following data as to the 
little Freethought society at Souvert. It was 
formed Dee. 2, 1888, with eighteen members, and has 
now fifty-three; it has registered seven civil mar- 
risges and thirteen births, and eight more civil mar- 
riages are announced to come off before the summer 
has passed. 


appear in their self-same bodies, which are composed 
in part by missionaries ? i 

3. How are we to understand the language Jasus 
used, if the three are one, when he said, “O father, 
if it be possible, let this cup pass,” ete., “but not 
my will but thy will ba done,” showing clearly they 
had two wills at least? 

4, If the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are one, 
how did the killing of Jesus affact the other two? 


Since the board of trustees hav responded so nobly 


to the voice of the people, it is only right that the 
public should come forward with their contributions. 


The time of the year the Museum ia most sccessi- 


ble to the working men and women of the city is 
during the summer months. 
is needed to do this. 
money, then, and don't le& the poor of the city be 
longer denied the privilege of witnessing the noble 
works of art. 


Four thousand dollars 
Come forward with your 


Central park was alive with the families of orderly 


5. If Ohrist died to save the sons of Adam, did 
he die to save himself, as he was one of the same 
race? 

6. If the Father, Son, ani Holy Ghost are one, 
then Jesus must be his own father. 

7. If the father or Holy Giost is Josus'8 father, 
how can Jesus be of the line of David through 
Joseph? 

8. If Joseph. is Jesus's father, how can Jesus be 
the only son of Gad? 

9 How could Jesus be the only begotten son of 
God if the sons of God cohabited with the daughters 
of men, as stated in Gon. vi, 4? 

10. * Fear not to take unto thee Mary, thy wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.” 
Then why is Jesus called God’s only son? 

11. If God created man in his own image (Gen. i, 
27), is man in God's image yet, as the Bible says 
that God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam 
(Gen. ii, 21), and he took out one of his riba to 
make Hre? Now, if he was in God's image before 
the surgical operation, how can he be the same now? 

12 Adam was told that, on the day that he ent of 
the tree of knowledge, he would surely die, yet he 
lived nine hundred and thirty years. 

18. If God created the world and all that in it 
is, in six days, how long were the days before the 
Bun and stars were made! 

14. If of twenty-four hours each day, how were 
thev calculated or measured ? 

15 If, as some say, a day was a thousand years, 
would not the days that Christ was said to be in the 
tomb represent several thousand years ? 

16. If Onrist was several thousend years in the 
tomb, how was it that his mother, the Marys, aud 
his disciples were living at the time of his resurrec 
tion and crucifixion too? 

17. If God created all things for his pleasure 
- (Rav. iv, 11), why should he repent that he made 
man? 

18 If God be omnipotent, why should he be 
grieved at what he knew would come to pass? 

19. If the command to man to lova your enemies 
be just and right, should not mankind love the devil, 
as he is said to be man's greatest enemy ? 

20. It says in the Bible, “I am the God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac. and Jacob.” And again it says, “God 
is not the God of the dend, but of the living.” Now, 
were Abraham, Isaac, and Jasob all living on the 
earth at one time ? 

21. If ignorance is more desirable than wisdom, 
why hav schon's and colleges to educate the masses? 
See Hsol. i, 18: “For in much wisdom is mush 
grief, and he that increaseth in knowledge increaseth 
in sorrow." Wx. Lewis. 

Mt. Forest, Ont. 

d 


Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


Mr. Carl Scholl, Nürnberg, has been found guilty 
of blasphemy by the court of that city. The wicked 
expressions appeared in an article on Ohristianity 
aud Education,’ by Amedee Jacques, published by 
Mr. Scholl in his magazine, Es Werde Licht 
Twenty-five years sgo the same article was published 
in the magazine Freie Stimmen, but was not deemed 
blasphemous enough to call for the arrest of auy- 
body. 


The offisial bigotry in Prussia is something sur- 
prising. We see in Das Menschenthum that a 
teacher's ‘certificate was denied a young lady, Miss 
Mary Braun, of Düsseldorf, although she had passed 
the examüfhtion ahead of everyone else, only be- 
cause she was not a church-member and positivly 
refused to join any of the two hundred and fifteen 
different Cnristian sects. Lat the young lady can 
deem herself fortunate, since she escaped imprison- 
ment for irreverent conduct. 

Editor Grimpe, of E.berfeld, has been sentenced 


H 


ing. Mr. V. Lannstrand has now entirely recovered 
from the illness that he contracted while imprisoned, 
and he travels from place to place lecturing to ever- 
increasing audiences. 
shoulders hav fallen the business part of the move 
ment and the management of Pritdnkaren—which 
excellent paper we heartily recommend to our Soan- 
dinsvian friends—is not heard cf so much. His 
business cor fines him to one place. 
then he takes time enough to deliver a lecture in 
some city. Our Swedish friends can but congratu- 
late themselvs on having with them a man like Cap 
tain Thomson, for had it not been for his superior 


and intelligent working men and women last Sunday. 
The mall, the carrousel, the meadows, and every 
available spot was black or parti colored with the 
throng that went there to enjoy the beautiful scenery 
and to seek recreation after a week of toil. 

They gazed upon the animals in the menagerie 
with delight, looked at the beautiful natural and 
artificial landscape, and passed a glorious day in 
the bright sunlight and on the soft green sward. 
They even looked at the few bits of statuary and 
busts of eminent men that the park contains with 
pleasure. A curious crowd of large proportions 
gathered around the foot of the ancient obelisk 
and tried to decipher the hieroglyphics on its face. 

None (f them felt the more wicked for so doing, 
and yet they were denied the privilege—and hav 


In Sweden the Freethought movement is spread- 


Captain Thomson, on whose 


Still, now and 


business qualifications the Swedish Freethought 
movement would not be what it is to-day. We 
may add that that movement has received a great 
boom from a very unexpected quarter. 
boomer is no one but the bigoted little King Oscar 
II. 
resolved, in a cabinet meeting held April 10th, to 
banish Henry V. Berghell from Sweden. 
hell, who, as our readers are aware, is at present 
serving a three months’ sentence for blasphemy, is 
a Finn by birth and has been in Sweden only a 
faw years. 
cities cf Sweden protesting against this new royal 
attempt to degrade Sweden in the eyes of foreign 
countries. 
press, with very few exceptions, and especially by the 
Stockholm pap=rs. 
took place in 1850 when the Baptist minister F. T 
Nilson and a couple of others were sent across the 
border; it caused a tremendous sensation, and loyal 
Swedes hoped that that would be the last time 
Sweden would be thus degraded. The recent decree 
proves the contrary; only now it is not Christiane 
but Freethinkers who sre banished. Subscriptions 
are being gathered in for Mr. Barghell, and a monster 
protest, signed by some of the most eminent lights of 
the Swedish scientific and literary world, is being 
circulated. What the outcome will be we do not 
know. bat we do know that it will prove a boom to 


The 
According to Stockholms- Tidningen the king 


Mr. Berg- 


Mass-meetings hav been held in various 


The royal deeree is condemued by tke 


The latest case of banishment 


the. Freethought movement, and that the blush of 


shame covers the face of every Scandivavian- 
American when he reflacts that “gammla Sverige” 
is trying to occupy the position of Rassia number 
two. 
the domain of King Osear the little. 


We oura-lva aro glad that we are not born in 


— 9-8 9— — — — 


. Will the Trustees Yield? 
` From the Herald. 


A popular cause triumphs, and the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, with all its superb treasures, will 
surely be thrown open to the wage-workers of the 
eity on Sunday. 

It is now announeed sermi-officially that the eub 
committee of the executiv committee of the board of 
trustees of the Metropolitan Museum of Art will, at 
their meeting on May 18th, report favorably to the 
board on the question of opening the Museum to the 
working men and women of the city on Sundays. 

This information comes from a trustee who is 
thoroughly cognizant of the details of the report that 
will be submitted to the board. For obvious res- 
sons he does not wish to hav his name appesr as re 
vealing the secrets of a committee room, but the in- 
formation he givs cannot be questioned. 

The sub-committee will rec » mend first, the open 
ing of the Museum upon every Sunday in the year, 
between the hours of 1 o'elock in the afternoon and 
duek. Moreover, they will go a long way beyond 
this, and recommend that the Museum be thrown 
Open to the publie on every day of the year. 

To accomplish this objact entails an absolute and 
eomplete change in the financial department of the 
Museum, and in fact a revolution in the entire policy 
by which it has been governed. It necessitates a 


not the poor. 
influential members of the board of trustees and 
members of the institution itself. 
that these latter, too, had no feeling of having sinned 
when they left the structure. 
and women hav but one day in the week upon which 
it is possible for them to inspect the contents of the 
Museum to advantage, they were denied the privilege 
which was accorded to the wealthy, who hav leisure 
to devote to such study during six other days. 


John L. Wav. Johnstown, N. Y. (new member) 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Br., New York city (Guarantee 
10 


been for years—of witnessing representations of 
landscapes, sculpture, and curiosities within the 
walls of the Museum. 


Some people did enter the Museum, but they were 
They were the wealthy friends of 


It is safe to say 


While the poor men 


It is pleasant to contemplate that this chameful 


inconsistency is likely soon to be corrected. 


— —— ————— 

The Secular Union’s Monthly Report. 
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED APRIL, 1891. 

$1 00 


Fund 


Almond Owen. Milwaukee . . . . enne . . 10 00 
John Petty, Santa Monica, Cal; Flag and Pansy 
leaflata, 85 cents; annual membership, $1.... 1 85 
Mra. Chris Srhofie'd, San Jose, Cal; Guarantee 
Fund, $5; Fiag and Panay leaflets, $1 ........ 6 00 
Chattanooga Secular Uaion Charter Fee, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., through John B. Z egler, MD, 
secretar o . m 5 00 
Mrs. Jacob Pitts, Massillon, O (new member) 1 00 
Jacob Drissler, Willapa, Wash; annual member- 
ship, $1; Church Taxation pamphlets, 60 
cents . . . . . . 1 60 
George E. Andruss, Pleasabt Prairie, Wis 5 00 
B C. Wood, Painted Post, N Y. (new member) 1 00 
Wm. C Smith, South Corinth, N. Y ; Guarantee 
Fund, $10; Bible in Schools pamphlets, 60 
cents — eee eee eee e Á 10 60 
John Turner, Philadelphia ...... . . . . 10 00 
A Friend. e . 10 00 
Carl E lelheim, a ses e ETT 10 00 
Flag and Pansy leaflets and other pamphlets.......... 11 58 
Total . . . . $184 53 


F. C. Menne. Treasurer American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, May 2, 1891. 


— — . — 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W. S Bet is engaged to lecture nearly every night in 
May in Iowa. His address is Clinton, Ia., in care of James 
A. Greenhill, 316 Tenth avenue. 


TRE lecture at the Manhattan Liberal Club Friday even- 
ing, May 13 h, is by Henry Fraok, the heretical preacher of 
Jamestown, N. Y. His subject is Dissolving Views of 
World Religions.” 


On Sunday, May 17th, at 8 o'clock in the afternoon, T. R. 
Kinget, M.D, of New York, will lecture for the Newark 
Liberal League, subject: “Is Opposition to Authority L.b- 
erty’s Opportunity ?” ! 


E C. Warrer, the Freethought Home Missionary," 
after an interim of severa! years devoted to journalistic 
work, re-enters the lecture field. He has an attractiv list of 
subjects, and hig terms exemplify his motto. Fair Play.” 
During May and June address him at Cleveland, O, for en- 
gagements which will occupy his time to the middle of July. 
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Communitulions. 


Hebrew Polytheism. 


It is generally conceded by intelligent persons 
that a careful study of nature’s operations affords 
but very little presumptiv evidence in favor of any 
known form of Theism; but it is not so generally 
understood that the Bible itself, in the hands of its 
ablest apologists, constitutes a very far from consist- 
ent and intelligible representation of any believable 
scheme of theological faith. In fact, if the state- 
ments of leading theologians are to be credited, God 
is about as hard to find by turning the leaves of the 
holy book as by turning the leaves of the book of 
nature. 

Says Neander: “God revesls himself in his word 
as he does in his works. In both we see a self- 
revealing, self-concealing God, who makes himself 
known only to those who earnestly seek him ; in both 
we find stimulants to faith and cccasions for unbe- 
lief; in both we find contradictions whose higher 
harmony is hidden, except from him who givs up his 
whole mind in reverence, in both, in & word, it is a 
law of revelation that the heart of man should be 
tested in receiving it, and that in the spiritual life as 
well as in the bodily, man must eat his bread in the 
sweat of his brow” (Life of Christ, Preface to first 
edition). 

The author's idea seems to be that if a man would 
find conclusiv evidence of a God, either in nature or 
revelation, he must subordinate his reason to his 
reverence, and then toil, sweat, and sgonize till he 
succeeds in working his faith up to the believing 
point. The same plan would evidently suffice to ex- 
cite belief in any existing or imaginable scheme of 
religion. 

We are commonly informed by Christian people 
that the Bible is a product of the benevolence of God, 
who saw that man could not, unaided, discover in 
his surroundings sufficient proof of the existence and 
goodness of deity, and who therefore concluded to 
inspire good men to write a book in which these 
essential matters of belief would be made so plain 
that “the wayfaring man, though a fool, might not 
err” in the faith. But how great must be the dis- 
oouragement of the would-be believer when he learns 
from such eminent Christian authority as the great 
Neander, that only by “a base abandonment of rea- 
son,” by forced reverence, by toil and sweat, oan 
“the higher harmonies” of God’s book be discov- 
ered! Says Prcf. Moses Stuart, “whose candor,” 
says Dr. Haley, “ was commensurate with his erndi- 
tion:” “In our present copies of the scriptures there 
are some discrepancies between different portions of 
them, which no learning nor ingenuity can reconcile” 
(Oritical History and Dafense of the Old Testament 
Canon, p. 179). 

The polytheistic import of many portions of the 
Bible seem to cause especial perplexity to the com- 
mentator. Thus Dr. Haley, after admitting the 
curious fact that Gen. i, 26; iii, 22, “hav the word 
for ‘God’ in the plural form,” turns for help to his 
assistants, as follows: Gesenius considers this a 
‘plural of excellence or majesty; Nordheimer, a 
‘plural of preéminence;’ Baumgarten, a ‘numerical 
plural, originally denoting God and angels together, 
Delitzsch, a ‘plural of intensity ;" Fuerst, as used 
‘because the ancients conceived of the deity as an 
aggregate of many infinit forces; Bush thinks the 
plural implies ‘greater fulness, emphasis, and inten- 
sity of meaning; Lange takes it as denoting intense 
fulness ;’ and Hengstenburg says, ‘It calls attention 
to the infinit riches and the inexhaustible fulness 
contained in the one divine being;’ Ewald says, ‘It 
was &n antique usage, more especially in this Semitic 
tribe, to designate God, as also every other superior, 
externally by a plural form, by which no more than 
the sense of a kind of dignity and reverence was 
simply expressed.’ As to the plural pronouns ‘us’ 
and ‘ our,’ which God here employs, Aben Ezra thinka 
that he addresses the intelligences; Philo, Delitzsch, 
and others, that he spoke to the angels; Davidson, 
with Sedaiah a Gaon, that he spoke like a sovereign, 
we, the king; Kalisch, Tuch, and Bush, in sub- 
stance, deem it the plural ‘employed in deliberations 
and self-exhoriations ; Maimonides asserts that God 
is addressing the earth or the nature already created ; 
Keil, that he is speaking of and with himself in the 
plural number ‘with reference to the fulness of the 
divine powers and essences which he possesses.” Oa 
the other hand, Lange thinks the phraseology may 
‘point to the germinal view of a distinction in the 
divine personality, and Murphy, that it indicates a 
plurality of persons or hypostases in the divine be- 
ing’” (Doctrinal Discrepancies, pp. 60, 61). 

Thus it appears that the voices of the commentators 
are somewhat discordant and Babel-like. But the 
Bible plainly says, “The Gods created the heavens 
and the earth,” “And the Gods said, Let us make 
man in our image.” And “the man is become as 
one of us.” How could there be “one” of “us,” 
and yet only one God speaking to himself? And 
how could God thus properly address any beings 
totally unlike himself, as angels, earth, created nat- 


ure, eto., as some of the commentators suppose? 
Not one of the writers elucidates the question in the 
slightest degree. Each of their explanations needs 
explaining. The passages show plainly that the 
writer, whoever he was, did not believe in one, but 
in many gods. 

It is also said that God gave the law to Moses; but 
St. Stephen says (Acts vii, 53) that the Jews received 
the law from the angels, and elohim is often trans- 
lated angels in the Old Testament. 

In Gen. xviii, 1-3, Abraham worshiped three angels 
as Lord. Haley says, of “three men—superhuman 
beings in the form of men—the patriarch appeared 
[how does he know ?] to single out one as préminent 
among the three, whom he addressed as ‘my Lord.’ 
Keil says, ‘Jehovah and two angels, all three in 
human form.’ Murphy says, ‘It appears that of the 


three men, one, at all events, was the Lord, who, 


when the other two went toward Sodom, remained 
with Abraham while he went with Sodom, and after- 
ward he also went his way. Lange saye, Abraham 
instantly recognizes among the three the one whom 
he addresses as the Lord in a religious sense, who 
afterward appears as Jehovah, and was clearly dis- 
tinguished from the two accompanying angels. 

If Abraham was so accustomed to seeing God 
that he could 2nstanily recognize him when seen 
among others, his eyesight must hav been consider- 
ably better than that of Moses, who was only allowed 
to gaze upon Jehovah’s back parts, the Lord saying 
to him, Thou canst not see my faca and liv.” It 
seems rather singular that Jehovah and the other 
two should be spoken of in exactly the same terms, 
as “men” and “angels,” but the commentators 
make the subject so plain that it must be a sin to 
doubt. They tell us that Jehovah only was ad- 
dressed as Lord, and that he remained with Abraham 
while the others went to Sodom to see Lot. But 
how does it happen that, as Abraham found a God 
among the three, Lot finds a God among the two, 
addressing him as “My Lord?’ (Gen. xix, 18). 
Could those old patriarchs, by the exercise of some 
magical power, transform an angel into a Jehovah 
whenever they wished? or did the word “God” then 
only signify a chief angel? It seems as though 
whichever took the lead as actor or spokesman might 
properly be called God. 

* Worship him all ye elohim-gods” (Ps. xevti, 7). 
“Maimonides and David Kimchi say that the word 
elohim in this case means angelic powers” (Diserep- 
ancies, p. 62). Then tke “angelic powers” created 
the heavens and the earth, and said, Let us make 
man in our image.” “Alexander and Hengstenburg 
explain it as meaning false gods.“ But false gods are 
idols, and Paul says an idol is nothing. Is it likely 
that Jehovah would inspire men to coax or command 
false gods to worship him? Delitzsch defines elohim 
here to mean “the superhuman powers deified by 
the heathen.” The Jews were the heathen, then, 
for the Svriac Peshito reads, Worship him all ye 
his angels.” 

There is another text (Gen. xlviii, 15, 16) which, 
considered in its most reasonable and literal construc- 
tion, imports the existence of a plurality of Gods. 
The word angel here is not from elohim, but from 
a Hebrew word which means an agent or messenger. 
Jacob affirms this angel to be the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, yet his own guardian angel I? 
this God of Abraham and Isaac was an agent, there 
must hav been a superior divinity. It could not 
hav been the son of God, for the writer of Hebrews 
says that God, who formerly spake through the 
prophets, had now first spoken to the world by his 
son. Besides, the bold charge of tritheism preferred 
against the trinitarians by Swedenborg still remains 
unrefuted. Just try to imsgin & God who is 
everywhere, yet equally exists in three separate per- 
sons, and is one supreme God, his own messenger 
between himself and his patriarchs! Oan a person 
carry a message from himself o some one else with- 
out changing his local position? Oan a principal 
who transacts all of his own business and performs 
all his own errands be said to employ an agent? or 
is he his own agent? In short, how can a person be 
at the same time his own agent and his own principal ? 

Now, is it not plain that, if the elohim (plural) ore- 
ated the heavens and the earth; if the elohim said, 
“ Let us make man in our image; if David could say, 
by divine inspiration or by his superior knowledge of 
Hebrew theology, Worship him [God] all ye edo. 
him ;" if Jacob could properly describe the god of 


Abraham, Isaac, and himself as an angel, agent, or 


messenger; and if St. Stephen could declare with 
his dying breath that the angels brought the law to 
Moses—I say, is it not plain that, if all of this is true, 
either the Jews never had any knowledge of a gu- 
preme being, a god proper, or that they had and wor- 
shiped during a long period a multitude of gods? 
Both of these propositions may be true; and if either 
one is, the doctrin of inspiration, and with it Chris- 
tianity, certainly stands upon a logical vacuum. 
The truth undoubtedly is, that the Jews found their 
search after & god as unavailing as others hav found 
it; and they worshiped they knew not what. 
Jesue exhorted them to search the scriptures, but 


they had long before asked in despair, “Oan man 


by searching find out God?” And Solomon appears 
to regard the search as being useless, for he says, 
“Be not righteous over much, neither make thyself 
over wise: why shouldst thou destroy thyself?” Al- 
though the Jews had gradually abandoned polytheism, 
and, like the Greeks, adopted in its place the idea of 
one supreme being, the wisest of them regarded 
God ag an object of faith only. They did not pre- 
tend to be able to prove his existenca. At first they 
imagined gods were as plentiful as stars: at last they 
were content if there might be one left, and dared 
no longer assert that he had ever been seen. 
Hartford, Kan. A. H. Darrow. 


— . — ä—4ä—— 
Were the Chaldeans Irish? 

The serpent symbol is one of the oldest extant 
and comes down to us as the first distinetiv symbol 
of the creation. The man and the woman, being 
created and established in possession of the land, 
were confronted with the serpent at the outset. 
This is the Jewish account and is received by the 
Christian people as a literal fact. But a little close 
analysis of these Jewish scriptures will show that 
during the course of their development from a nomad 
tribal people to an organized hierarchy and national- 
ity they had various successiv stages of belief and 
alterations of creed. 

There was a Continual war or party fight between 
the conservativ Moloch or Chronos Saturn worship- 
ers and the followers of Baal, the sun god. The 
worship of Ashtoreth Ishtar or Astarte, the queen 
of heaven, was varied with that of: Ramphan or 
Mars and Chemosh or Jupiter. They had their high 
places (druidic circle temples) and their sacred 
groves. They had bulls, Pegasean horses of the sun, 
serpent symbols, and all that is commonly denoted 
as heathenism alternately as & creed. 

This came to an end with captivity. The nation 
was driven at the spear’s point out of the land into 
a strange country into slavery. Their gods, their 
books and records, were left behind. The rapacious 
soldiery plundered them of their wealth, and those 
that survived the long and toilsome march brought 
nothing with them but a memory of the past. Ina 
laborious captivity of one hundred and fifty years 
this had faded into tradition which had become 
blended with the myths of the land where they 
toiled in slavery and ignorance. Then came libera- 
tion and a return to the land of their fathers. But 
the Hebrews were strangers in the country which 
had belonged to them. Esdras was the mind that 
planned for them. Esdras wove a fabric of religion 
for them out of the fragmentary myths of the land 
of their captivity. But to stamp it with divine au- 
thority he gave out that he had been through a re- 
markable supernatural experience (see Esdras, book 
2, chap. x, etc.). ! 

Now, the conservators of religion in Babylon were, 
the Chaldeans or Chaldees, who erroneously are 
supposed to hav been s nation because reference ig 
made to the land of Ur— Ur of the Ohaldees, ete. 
Assyrians, Babylonians, ete., are all well defined, but 
in polities only we find reference to the Chaldean 
magicians and astrologers. Now, by referring to our 
northern history we find that Ur or Ir was the 
ancient name of Ireland, and is derived from aur 
(gold), Hur Inis (Golden Isle) is the original form 
of Erin. And Ouldse, or Chaldee, was the name 
eommonly given to the druid priests until the last of 
them passed sway at Iona. 


————— 94 MM 
How to Help The Trnth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and 
thus save a half dollar apiece. 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand 
or in his shop window. Be sure that he displays 
the pictures. 

3. Get your newsdesler to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to take off his 
hands at the end of the week any that remain unsold. 
If he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
among your acquaintances. On your request, we 
will send you back-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will bə 
picked up—in the train, in the factory, in the meeting- 
room, in the cigar store, in the barber shop. Leave 
it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts, 
and when convenient hand one to a friend. 

7. Get a new subscriber by asking some friend to 
take it. 

“I gay unto you that ye resist not evil ; but whoso- 
ever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him 
the other also. And if any man take away 
thy coat, let him hav thy cloak also. And whoso- 
ever shall compel thee to go a mile go with him 
twain” (Matt. v, 39-41). “Put up thy sword, for 
all they that take the sword shall perish with the 
sword” (Matt. xxvi, 52). ‘Blessed are the meek, 
for they shall inherit the earth” (Matt. v, 5). The 
doctrin of non-resistance would mean nothing but 
the destruction of the gentler and finer races and 
the rampant tyranny of the stronger; the reign of 
violence, not of peace. W, R. Greg. 
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Seu Hubligations. 


Unless otherwise specified, -all publications 
noticed here can be had of Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
Company, at the prices named. 


AMERIOAN STATE Pargrs bearing on Sunday 
Legislation. Edited by Wm. Addison 
Blakely, Counselor. at-law, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. Cloth, octavo, pp. 368. Price, 
$2 50. i N 
This book is a veritable thesaurus on the 

question of religious legislation. It contains 

the views of the founders of our government 
and of America’s greatest statesmen on what 
promises to become the most prominent polit- 
ical question of the day. It contains writings 
of Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Patrick 

Henry, John Adams, Colonel Johnson, Sen- 

ator Blair, Dr. A. H. Lewis, and many others. 

It adds notes from Roger Williams, George 

Washington, Herbert Spencer, John Stuart 


Mill, George Bancroft, General Grant, Lord | al 


Macaulay, and many others. Among the 
documents are bills of rights, constitutions, 
treaties, statutes, memorials, petitions, re- 
ports, etc. In addition to the foregoing feat- 
ures, it contains, in whole or in part, the 
decisions of the supreme courts of the states 
of Ohio, California, Missouri, Wisconsin, and 
Arkansas, on the question of the constitution- 
ality of Sunday laws, and of the reading of 
the Bible in the public schools, with numer- 
ous notes from various other decisions in 
England and America. Jefferson’s disquisi. 
tion on the common law and Christianity is 
the most important paper on the subject 
which appeared during the last century. 
Another valuable feature of the book is the 
presentation of all the Sunday laws of the 
United States, accurately transcribed in full 
from the original statute books of the several 
states and territories. Also, all the provisions 

of the state constitutions guaranteeing or 
restricting religious liberty, Thus it is an 
invaluable compendium to every person in 
the United States who is in any way interested 
in the question of ** Sunday laws or no Sun- 
day laws." : 


Forog AND MATTER; Or, Principles of the 
Natural Order of the Universe, with a Sys- 
tem of Morality based thereon. A Popular 
Exposition. By Ludwig Büchner, M.D., 
formerly Medical Lecturer at the Universit 
of Tübingen. Translated from the fifteent 
German edition, enlarged and revised by 
the Author. Reprinted from the fourth 
Eaglish edition. New York: Peter Eckler. 
Price, $1.50. 


This is a new and very handsome edition 
of the compendium by the famous scientist 
of the latest conclusions of science and Anti- 
christianity. All the fields are gone over, 
every theme of moment is treated. We call 
the attention of all readers to the compre- 
hensiv list of subjects considered: Force 
and Matter, Immortality of Matter. Immor- 
tality of Force, Infinity of Matter, Value of 
Matter, Motion, Form, Immutability of Natu- 
ral Laws, Universality of Natural Laws, The 
Heavens, Periods of the Creation of the 
Earth, Original Generation, Secular Genera- 
tion, The Fitness of Things in Nature (Tele- 
ology), Man, Brain and Mind, Thought, 
Consciousness, Seat of the Soul, Innate Ideas, 
The Idea of God, Personal Continuance, 
Vital Force, The Soul of Brutes, Free Will, 
Morality, Concluding Observations, Appen- 
dix. Every Atheist and Materialist, probably 
every Freethinker, should hav in his home 
this arsenal of anti-orthodox weapons. 


By Dr. Paul Carus. 
Pp. 435. 


. Tug Sout or Man. 
Chicago: Open Court Pub. Co. 
Price, $3. 

This volume contains several informing 
-chapters on psychological topics, presenting 
them, its advertisment says, in their con- 
nection with philosophy, physical science 
including mechanics, physiology, experi- 
mental psychology (hypnotism, etc. ), religion, 
and ethics.” As to the religion“ in the 
foregoing category, we think that there is 
nothing to be said on its connection with the 
mind of man except by way of exposition of 
how it came to delude that mind, and how 
it has stunted it. The author, however, in- 
sists on more. He wants to hav his soul 
of man” harmonized with God“ by a new 
* religious development.” But the accu- 
rate information on the latest results of psy- 
chological and psycho-physiological investi- 
gatious is so good that it is far from being 

` irredeemably spoiled by the few specks from 

the fingers of a religious reconciler. 


How ro Preserve HEALTH. By Louis Bar- 
kan, M.D. New York: American News 
Oo. Cloth, pp. 844. Price, $1. 

This is a common sense and commendable 
book on that subject which all of us admit 
to be the supremely important one. Its chap- 
ters are: The Prevention of Disease, Food, 
Hygiene of Different Organs, Hygiene of Age 
and Occupation, Hygiene of the Dwelling, 
The Care of the Sick, Nursing, The Family 
Physician, How to Giv Aid in Emergencies, 
Contagious and Miasmatic Diseases, Diseases 
of the Nervous System, Diseases of Altered 
Nutrition, Diseases of the Respiratory Tract, 
Diseases of the Digestiv Tract, Diseases of 
the Urinary Tract, Diseases of the Skin, 
Parasites, Motherhood. 


LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. 
"s this superb work the Arend Says: 
The 


Co. in a worthy manner. 


in brown and gold, and contains a fine pict- 
ure of the“ good gray poet.” Of this ora- 
tion it is difficult to speak too highly. It is, 
in my judgment, one of the greatest and 
most timely utterances of recent years, and 
should be in the home of every American 


Who values liberty and appreciates the dan- 


ger that threatens Freethought in the repub- 
lic by a class of stealthy, Jesuitical conserva- 


tivs, who hav imbued the spirit of a cowardly 
and bloody past, and who are strenuously 
seeking to foist that spirit upon this genera- 
tion. In order to giv the reader an idea of 
this work, I giv the following extracts: 


In the republic of mediocrity genius is danger- 
ous. A great soul appears and fills the world 
with new and marvelous harmonies. In his 
words is the old Promethean flame. The heart 
of Nature beats and throbs in his line. The 
respectable prudes and pedagogs sound the 
arm, and cry, or rather screech, “ Is this a book 
for a young person?” 

A poem true to life as a Greek statue—candid as 


| nature—filis these barren souls with fear. 


. Drapery about the perfect was suggested by 
immodesty. . ; 

The provincial prudes, and others of like mold, 
pretend that love is & duty rather than a passion 
Da kind of self-denial, not an ovarmastering joy. 
They preach the gospelof pretense and pantalets, 
In the presence of sincerity, of truth, they cast 


down their eyea, and endeavor to feel immodest. 
To them the most beautiful thiag is hypocris 
adorned with a blash. 7? T 
hey bav no idea of an honest. pure passion, 
glorying in its strength, intense, intoxicated with 
the beautiful, giving even to inanimate things 
puise and motion, and that transfigures, enno- 
bles, and idealizes the objeot of its adoration. 


They do not walk the screets of the Cite o 
Life; they explore fhe sewers; they stand in the 
gutters and cry " Unclean!” They pretend that 


highway of joy is the broad road, lined with fow- 
ers and fill-d with perfume, leading to the city of 
eternal sorrow. . , 

Here is a thought which, till recently, all sensi- 
ble men accepted as axiomatic. Not until our 
irresponsible censors took to marking here and 
there a passage in the “Kreutzer Sonata” did a 
true mau suppose that & work of a life was to be 
judged by & line or an act. The work of the life. 
whether it leads upward or downward. that isthe 
only true question; whether it is caloulated 


awaken society and bring about a healthy reyolu- 


tion, or lullit to sleep in the Jap of ein. 


No writer must be measured by & word, or line. 
or paragraph. He is to be measured by his work} and M. J. Bava 
by the tendenoy, not of one line, but by the ten- 


dency of all. 


Which way does the great stream tend? Is it 
he motivs high and 


for good or evil? Are 
noble, or low and infamous? 


great oration delivered by Colonel 
Ingersoll for the benefit of Walt Whitman 
has been brought out by the Truth Seeker 


f 


beauty is a snare; that love is a elilah; that the i missionary work. Pp. 26. Price, 10 cents; 


Prof. Abram 
Faith," by H. Chapin, M.D.; and Thomas | W. 


are those of our good John. Peck and John 


Prescott Guild. In the first part of this 


j Work he rains blows upon Christianity on its 
| Catholic Church, he says in one place, had 
It is well printed ; orders to quit at the Reformation, as Juda- 
on heavy paper, consists of 50 pages, bound ism had similar orders nineteen hundred 


every side—historic, dogmatic, ethical. The 


years ago. Now, says Mr. Pillsbury, ‘‘ the 
same command has gone forth from the same 
high source to Protestant Christianity as 
well. And it will be obeyed. Not that the 
world’s work is yet done, but Christianity 
has failed utterly, hopelessly, in its perform 
‘ance. It has never even enlightened the 
world. It has ever been, to the extent of its 
size and power, a total eclipse to the sunlight 
of scientific research and investigation, from 
the days of the Ptolemies in Egypt to Coper- 
nicus and Kepler and Sir Isaac Newton, and 
onward to Darwin, Huxley, and Tyndall in 
our own day, whom it opposes still. It has 
not elevated morality and virtue more than it 
has enlightened the understanding of man- 
kind. Before the giant evils of slavery, in- 
temperance, war, oppression of labor by 
capital and by caste, oppression of woman 
by everybody—tbat sublimation and ‘high 
art’ of all slavery; before these and other 
similar scourges of humanity Christianity has 
trembled and bowed, has often become chief 
of sinners, or denied that such were sins at 
all. And we long ago went away outside the 
Christian church, and organized other armies 
and agencies to do battle against these foes 
of the human race.” This writer knows by 
personal experience what he is talking about. 
Consult his books narrating his long fight 
against churchly defense of slavery. The 
latter pages of this book denounce liquor, 
tobacco, and lust, and predict a glorious fut- 
ure in which the enemies of man, even death 
itself, shall perish. The book would suit 


twelve copies, $1. 


The Arena, that interesting magazine which 
is not afraid to publish the newest thought of 


the time, in its May number givs three ex- 


cellent portraits, of M. J. Savage, Julian 
Hawthorne, and Professor Isaacs. Among 
the articles are Russia of To. day,“ by Prof. 
Emil Blum; Is Spiritualism Worth Inves- 
tigating ?” a discussion by Julian Hawthorne 
e; What Is Judaism ? by 
saacs; The Survival of 


Jefferson,” by E. Powell. In The Anglo- 
Saxon ‘Unco Guid'" the noted French 


Jf I were to edit the great books of the world, I| Writer, Max O’Rell, has this paragraph: In 


might leave out some linea and I might 
the best. 


belongs to the rest of the human race. I claim t 
right to choose. I giv that 1ight to all, 


tt Miracles and Medicin ? is the fruitful sub- 


| hav no amusements in 


leave out a moment of wounded national pride, Sydney 
I hav no right to make of my brain a 
sieve, and s7y that only that which passes through 

e 


Smith once exclaimed: ‘ What a pity it is we 
England except vice 
and religion!’ The same exclamation might 
be uttered to-day, and the cause laid at the 
* unco guid’s’ door. It is he who is respon- 


tians ask what Freethinkers hav done, the 
citation of the discovery of this tremen- 
dous principle will alone be sufficient to 
strike them into silence. Appleton & Co. 
hav begun the publication of an Evolution 
Series.” No. 1 consists of a biography of the 
eminent laborer in evolutionary discovery, 
Alfred Russell Wallace, and an exposition of 
his views, by Edw. Cope, Ph.D. Its matter 
is excellent, and a portrait is prefixed. In 
No. 2 Ernst Haeckel’s personality and doc- 
tring are well handled by T. B. Wakeman. 
This book also contains a portrait of the dis- 
tinguished furtherer of science and enemy of 
religion who forms its subject. The techni- 
calities of these works are few. We recom- 
mend them warmly. They are neatly printed 
and bound. Price, 10 cents per number. 


A Social Science Library” has been 
started by the Humboldt Publishing Co. In 
No. 1 J. Thorold Rogers recounts the history 
of “Six Centuries of Work and Wages.” 
No. 2 is a reprint of the famous and valuable 
consideration of ‘‘Socialism” by the distin- 

uished John Stuart Mill. High praise is 

eserved by both. The volumes are a hand- 
some 12mo, with large type and illuminated 
cover. Pp., No. 1, 160; No. 2, 214. Price, 
25 cents each. The volumes are also fur- 
nished in cloth at 75 cents apiece. 


Zola’s latest novel, Money,” has been 
published in translation by Benj. R. Tucker, 
of Boston. Its scene is the speculating and 
financial sphere in Paris. The data, like 
those of al! Z»la's novels, are collected by the 
laborious realist from actual life, and may be 
received as faithful and iustructiv. In the 
attractiv guise of fiction the work offers a 
valuable exposition of the seething, dazzling, 
and trying financial life of our time. Po. 
485. Portrait. Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. E 


t Looking Forward “ is a book for young 
men, counseling as to their interest an 
success.” It says some sensible things as to 
the young man's physical and mental equip. 
ment, his friends, his business, his politics, 
his money, his habits, pleasures, reading, 
home, etc." The worth of the book suffers a 
certain depreciation from the sprinkling of 
religion applied by its author, Rev. George 
eaver. New York: Fowler & Wells Co. 
Pp. 218; cloth. Price, $1. 


The time. proved friend of ourselvs and al 
Freethinkers, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., prints in 
one 10-cent pamphlet the two treatises, 
* Food—What’s Best to Eat;? and Every- 
body’s Health Primer, about ordinary habits 
of living favorable to maintaining health, 


ject which Dr. Andrew D. White now takes, sible for the degradation of the British lower 
up in his Warfare of Science” papers in, classes by refusing to enable them to elevate 
the Popular Science Monthly. The May num-|their minds on Sundays, at the sight of the 
ber contains the first part of this chapter, tell- | masterpieces of art contained in the museums, 
ing how tales of miraculous cures arose and or at the sound of the symphonies of Bee- 
grew in the Middle Ages, and how the early | thoven and Mozart. They must choose be- 
progress of medical science was hampered by|tween vice and religion, and as the poor 
the jealousy of relic-peddlers and theological; wretches know they are not wanted in the 
oracles. In the ‘‘ atmosphere of theologic, churches, they go to the taverns.” And, adds 
thought, medical science was at once our bright Gallic critic, ** All over New Eng. 
checked. The school of Alexandria, under land and, indeed, in most parts of America, 
the influence first of Jews and later on of the same kill-joy, the same gloomy, frowning 
Christians, both permeated with Oriental] unco’ guid’ is flourishing, doing his utmost 


ideas, and taking into their theory of medicin to blot the sunshine cut of every recurring 
Sunday. Yet, Babbatk-keeping is a Jewish 
institution that has nothing to do with Prot- 
estantism.” The Arena is 50 cents per num- 
ber, $5 per year. 


demons and miracles, soon enveloped every- 
thing in mysticism. In the Byzantine em- 


pire of the East the same cause produced 
the same effect : the evolution of ascertained 
truth in medicin begun by Hippocrates and 
continued by Herophilus, seemed lost forever. 
Medica] science, trying to move forward, was 
like a ship becalmed ín the Sargasso sea: 
both the atmosphere about it and the medium 
through which its progress must be made 
resisted all movement. Instead of reliance 
upon observation, experience, experiment, 
and thought, attention was turned toward 
supernatural agencies. Especially prejudi- 
cial to a true development of medical science 
among the first Christians was their attribu- 
tion of disease to diabolic possession. St. 


Paul had distinctly declared that the gods of 


the heathen were devils; and everywhere 


the early Christians saw in disease the malig- 


nant work of these dethroned powers of evil. 
The Gnostic and Manichœan struggles had 


ripened the theologic idea that at times dis- 


eases are punishments by the almighty, but 
that the main agency in them is satanic. 


The great fathers and renowned leaders of 


the early church accepted and strengthened 
this idea. 


heathen offer to them as gods.’” 


cin,” by Lee J. Vance. 


year, 50 cents per number. 


* The Popular Religions, and What Shall 
A Discourse delivered in Bos- 
ton and in sundry other places by Parker 
Many of our readers are familiar 
with this distinguished Abolitionist and vet- 
There are few truer and 
There is no 11 n un. | 
ach riven 
' straight to the mark. His plginnegs and force great doctrin of Evolution. 


be Instead.” 
Pillsbury. 
eran in all reforms. 


better than he. 
derstanding his sentences. 


Origen says: It is demons which 
produce famia, unfruitfuluess, corruption of 
the air, pestilences; they hover concealed in 
clouds in the lower atmosphere and are at- 
tracted by the blood and incense which the 
Among 
the other articles are Professor Huxley on 
the Warpath,” by the duke of Argyll; ‘An 
Experiment in Moral Training,” by Dr. Mary 
V. Lee, and The Evolution of Patent Medi- 
This valuable maga- 
zine is published by Appleton & Co. at $5 per 


„The Reader's Guide in Economical, So- 
cial, and Political Science” is a catalog of 
works on the vital problems of society, poli- 
tics, and labor. Its titles include not only the 
leading works by American and English au- 
thors, but those in French and German. In 
addition, recent magazine articles bearing 
upon political questions are mentioned, and 
full references are given to i e pub- 
lications. Three brief reading courses are 
planned for youths, for readers in a second 
stage of progress, and for students. An ap- 
pendix shows in summary the courses in po- 
litical and economic science offered in the 
leading colleges to both men and women. 
The little volume photographs in a most inter- 
esting way every existing means of educa- 
tion in American citizenship; it will serve to 
advance that education by giving trustworthy 
guidance. It contains 170 pages. New 
York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. Price in cloth, 
$1; paper, 50 cents. 

The Freethinkers’ Magazine for April pre- 
sented the following interesting contents: 
Portrait of the Horace Seaver Monument, as 
a frontispiece. ‘‘ Life and Career of Charles 
Bradlaugh,” by George Jacob Holyoake; 
“The Evolution of the Devil,” by Ex-Rev. 
Henry Frank; Spiritualism,” by Lyman O. 
Howe; Shall the Bible be Read in the Pub- 
lic Schools?" by Richard B. Westbrook, 
LL.D ; The Samarianon Change,” by Mon- 
cure D. Conway; The Secular School Man- 
ual on Morality,” by Ida C. Craddock; „The 
Dirge of the Sea,” by Voltairine DeCleyre ; 
A poem, “Dwight L. Moody,” by Parker 
Pillsbury; “ Doubt,” by **Agnosticus," and 
much Other valuable matter. 
office. Price, 20 cents. 


For sale at this 


We hail with rejoicing every contribution 
to the development or popularization of the 
When Chris- 


and essential in regaining it.” We are will- 
ing to think that the worthy doctor displays 
in medicin the same sterling sense that he 
does in Freethought. 


Dr. Sheffield, of Nashville, Tenn., advo- 

cates homeopathic theory in & pamphlet of 
homeopathic size. Its 18 pages conclude 
with the summary: It is a negativ good to 
abstain entirely from the use of all kinds of 
drugs and medicins. It is a positiv good to 
take infinitesimal homeopathic remedies when 
sick, for they are certainly curativ.” The 
writer perhaps charges 10 cents for a copy of 
his brochure. : 
The dissertation on The Eleusinian and 
Bacchic Mysteries" by the learned "Thomas 
Teylor has been issued in a new edition by 
J. W. Bouton. It is edited, with introduc- 
tion, notes, emendations, and glossary, by 
Alex. Wilder, M.D. A. L. Rawson contrib- 
utes 85 illustrations. The printing and bind- 
ing are of the finest library style. 


—— 


„Letters to Farmers’ Sons on the Questions 
of the Day, being Familiar Talks on Politica 
Economy,” is a 29-cent book by Henry Chase, 
published by the Twentieth Century Co. Its 
title will afford all necestary indications of its 
character but one, and that one we will add 
in the form of the information that it advo- 


cates the single tax. 

„Ghosts, Devils, Angels, and Sun. gods ” is 
the group of formidable beings against whom 
Mr. E. C. Kenney declares war in a pam- 
phlet of that name. We say yes to most of 
its positions. Its 126 pages are afforded at 
the reasonable price of 25 cents. 


«A Song for My Son” is the title of 
long poem A which George Henry Martin ex 
presses sound Antichristian views that seem 
to us good for the sons of everybody. Lon- 
don: Watts & Co. Pages, 64; fine paper, 
full gilt. Price, $2. 


“ Finger-posts to Truth” is a compilation 
of gems of Antichristian thought from many 
authors. It is said that he who first quotes 
a good thought is but second to him who in- 
dites it. London: Watts & Oo. Pp. 48. 


Price, 25 cents. 

„Phe Biography of Dio Lewis,” the ag 
tator on medical, hygienic, and educationa 
reform, has been written by Mary Eastman 
and published in a $1.50 cloth-bound volum 
by Fowler & Wells Co. 
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Important and Urgent. 

Those of our subscribers who are in arrears are 
very strongly urged to forward their renewals at 
once, as we need money badly. Peper merchants, 
printers, and landlords cannot be satisfied without 
'eash, and that cash must come from our friends who 
owe it to us. We hav no other resource. Hundreds 
are owing us from one fo four dollars each, and upon 
these amounts, small in individaal cases, but large 
in the aggregate, we depend to pay our bills. We 
hope no one in arrears will longer put cff his plain 
duty. 

We hope, too, that our friends everywhere will 
take suffis ent interest in our work and in the paper 
to make a slight effort to get us some new subscrib 
erg. It can be done with a very little effort. Please 
do it. l 


— . ———- 


Has Christ Risen? 


An Illinois friend sends here a copy of one of the 
Christian Advocates that the Methodist church pub. 
lishes, in which is an editorial asserting ‘“ Ohrist is 
Risen.“ Our friend wants to know if this is go. 
The Advocate says: 


That our Lord rose from the dead is no longer debatable. 
No other historical fact has more conc'usiv evidence. The 
witnesses are the two Mary's who, on the first day of the 
week, came to the tomb, *found not the body of the Lord 
Jesus,’ and to whom the angel said, * Why seek ye the living 
among the dead? He is not here, he is risen ;' the soldiers 
‘who watched the sepulcher on the morning of the resurrec- 
tion ‘ came into the city, and told unto the chief priests all 
the things that were come to pass ;’ Peter and John who, to 
verify the report of the women, ‘ran to the tomb, and look- 
ing in, saw the linen clothes by themselvs’ and all the dis- 
ciples. To two of them Christ revealed himself on the way 
to Emmaus. Noxt he appeared to all except Thomas on the 
evening of the day on which he rose, when they were as- 
sembled with closed doors ‘ for fear of the Jews,’ and ‘ stood 
in their midst and said, ‘ Peace be unto you.’ And when 
he had so said, he showed uoto them his hands and his side.’ 
Again, ‘after eight days’ he appeared unto the disciples, 
Thomas being present, who, when he had touched the 
wounds in Christ’s hands and side, exclaimed, ‘ My Lord and 
my God!’ At the sea of Tiberias, Jesus manifested himself 
to Peter, Thomas, Nathaniel, and the sous of Z :bedee and 
two other disciples when they were together in the boat fish- 
ing. Again, at an appointed place in Galilee, * he was seen 
of above five hundred brethren at once, of whom,’ Paul says, 
* the greater part remain unto this present time, but some are 
fallen asleep.’ 

** These eye-witnesses saw the risen Christ.. The facts re. 
corded by the evangelists are confirmed by apostolic writers. 
The credibility of their record has never been impeached. 
The slight variations in their accounts prove that there was 
no collusion. They had no motiv to testify that Christ had 
risen if be did not rise. They might indeed hav remained 
silent, or hav testified exactly the reverse of what they did 
declare. They suffered bitter persecution unto death because 
they asserted the resurrection. Men are not apt to die to 
sanction and vindicate a lie. Nor were the disciples fanatical 
enthusiasts, deceived by false appearances. The fact that 

. they were at first ‘ slow of heart to believe,’ proves that they 
were sound of mind. Whence came the supposed false ap- 
pearances to impose upon their credulity? They had no 
conceivable motiv to fabricate false accounts of Christ’s resur. 
réétion aad appearances. No impostor would hav dared 
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| persecution and death by personating the risen Christ, nor 


could one hav overcome his doubts and natural aversion to 
persecution. The more we test the testimony of the apostles 
to Christ’s resurrection, the more impossible it appears that 
they should be deceived, or that they bore false witness. 
Moreover, among the original witnesses were thousands, 
who, on the day of Pentecost and subsequently, received the 
Spirit, which gift was conditioned upon Christ's resurrection 
and, therefore, proved it. 

„The existing church with its institutions and sacraments, 
the commemoration of Christ's resurrection by the observ- 
ance of the first day of the week from its occurrence until 
now, the fruits of Christ's gospel, all these are monuments to 
the fact of Christ's resurrection. Against these conclusiv 
evidences Infidelity hur!s its bolts in vain. When all argu- 
ment is ended, the individual Christian may hav the witness 
within himself. A heart witness may be as competent as an 
eye witness of that resurrection.” 

For a matter which is no longer debatable, literal 
resurrection is perhaps an event most generally dis- 
believed in of any of the alleged miracles of Chris- 
tianity. That Ohrist was really dead and then came 
to life and ascended bodily to heaven, is not now 
generally believed except by the most ignorantly 
conservativ Christians—those who discard all ra- 
tionalistio researches and cling faithfully but stu- 
pidly to the teaching and traditions of unlearned 
ancestors. 

The allegation which these faithful make is that a 
certain person called Jesus, and alleged to be the 
Christ or Messiah for whom the Jews were locking, 
after being crucified, dead, and buried, became alive, 
did not die again, but ascended into heaven. Now 
this is a statement either of an objestiv fact or a 
subjactiv doctrin—that is, an imaginary thing neces. 
sary to complete the Ohristian scheme. That it is 
not the former, but és the latter, has now come to be 
generally recognizad by the better class of Ohristian 
scholars. As the learned authors of the Bible for 
Learners” put it, “when the faith of the apostles 
and other disciples, recovering from the shock [she 
execution of Jesus as a malefacto:] under which at 
first it had tottered and collapsed, appeared once 
more in renovated strength, it took the form of a 
belief that Jesus had risen up from the dead and 
ascended to heaven. This is what is generally meant 
by the ‘Resurrection’ . for, amidst sil the 
doubts that hang around this subj et, of one thing 
at least we may be sura, namely, that it forms a 
chapter of the inner life of the disciples, not of tbe 
outward life of the master. In other words, the 
resurrection of Jesus is not an external fact of his. 
tory, but simply a form of belief assumed by the 
faith of his friends and earliest di-ciples” (Bible for 
Laarners, vol. iii, pp. 462-3). Scott, in his Haglish 
Life of Jesus,” though devoting his attention to the 


| historical study of the subject, and not to the sub- 


jectiv doctrin of which it is a part, says: “ How these 
narrativs, unhistorical as they hav been shown to be, 
came into existence, it is not our business to explain; 
and Once again at the end of the task, as at the be 
ginning and throughout, we must emphatically dis- 
claim the obligation. Whether a reasonable hypoth- 
esis may be advanced to expiain their growth, or 
whether it may not, the narrative are still no narra 
tivs of historical fact. It is possible or even likely 
that in Galilee, when the disciples were removed 
from the depressing inflaences of Jerusalem, the 
idea may hav dawned on their minds that Jesus 
could not be holden of death, and that for the ides 
thus awakened they would immediately seek confir- 
mation in the Old Testament scriptures. These 
might tell them of one whose soul was not left in 
hell, of a saint who was not permitted to see corrup- 
tion. With such words they would link those in 
which the Messiah was, as they supposed, bidden to 
sit at the right hand of God, until he had made his 
enemies his footstool. The earlier forms of the tra- 
dition giv no precise period during which Ohristo- 
phanies were vouchsafed ; but as they were multi- 
plied, it was natural to extend them to the period 


Which was suggested apparently by the fast of the 


forty days immediately succeeding his baptism. But 
if he once appeared among his disciples as a con- 
queror over death and the grave, he must either vanish 
unseen, or depart from them visibly to resume his 
majesty in heaven. The gospels giv us chiefly the 
former notion; the latter is found in the Acts, and 
carries us at once to the ascent of Elijah on the fiery 
chariot. As in that narrativ the descent of his 
prophetical powers on Elisha is made to depend on 
Elisha’s seeing his master taken up, so here the dis- 
ciples are represented as standing with Jesus at the 
moment when he is parted from them” (English Life 


of Jesus, pp. 342-3). Aud the author of Super- 
natural Raligion,” in considering the matter, says: 
* The explanation which we cffer, and which has long 
been adopted in various forms by able critics [he 
cites nearly a score without exhausting the list], is 
that doubtless Jesus was seen, but the vision was 
not real and objectiv, but illusory and subjectiv ; 
that is to say, Jesus was not himself seen, but only 
a representation of Jesus within the minds of the 
beholders "(Supernatural Religion, pp. 1052-3). Bat, 
that there may be no mistaking his position in the 
matter, the author prefaces the explanation with this 
caution: “It must be clearly understood that the 
suggestion of an explanation is quite apart from our 
examination of the actual evidence for the resurrec- 
tion. Fifty explanations might be offered and be 
considered unsatisfactory without in the least degree 
altering the fact that the testimony for the final 
miracle of Christianity is totally insufficient, and 
that the allegation that it actually occurred cannot 
be maintained (Supernatural Religion, pp. 1050-1). 

Having thus paid some attention to the subjectiv 
side of this phenomenon, and incidentally shown that 
it has no historical side, we may briefly refer to the 
other points asserted by the Advocate. First as to 
witnesses. Zhere were none. Throwing aside the 
gospel of Jobn, in the last chapter of which it is 
related that Pater testified to having seen Jesus in 
the flesh after his death, and which gospel is acknowl- 
edged to be spurious even by those who maintain 
authenticity for the other gospels, there is no witness 
at all to the resurrection. On this point Greg says: 


It is clear that to prove such a miracle as the reappear- 
ance in life of a man who had been publicly slain, the direct 
and concurrent testimony of eye-witnesses would be neces. 
sary; that two or more should state that they saw him at 
such a time and place and Xz: him, and that this clear 
testimony should be recorded and handed down to us in an 
authentic document. This degree of evidence we mig t hav 
had; this we hav not. We hav epistles from Peter, James, 
John, and Jude, all of whom are said by the evangelista to 
hav seen Jesus after he rose from the dead, in none of which 
epistles is the fact of the resurrection ever stated, much less 
that Jesus was seen by the writer after his resurrection. 
This point deserves weighty consideration. We hav ample 
evidence that the belief in Christ’s resurrection was very 
early and very general among the disciples, but we hav not 
the direct testimony of any one of the twelve, nor of any eye- 
witness at all, that they saw him on earth after his death. 
Many writers say, He was seen; no one says, I saw him 
alive in the fiesh’” (Creed of Ohristendom, p. 284). 


Secondly, as to the argument of the so-called wii- 
nesses. Ia all the narrativs of the gospels, the only 
point of agreement is that when the women went to 
the sepulcher they found Jesus absent, and a person 
in a white garment who assured them that he had 
risen. The four narrativs agree in nothing else, 
nor do they afford any basis for Paul’s dogmatic asser- 
tions. Instead of the account being a straightfor- 
ward a ffir, as given in the Advocate, it is hopelessly 
mixed. The d.fferences in the gospel narrativs are 
thus summed up by Greg: 


„They differ as to the number of the women. John 
mentions only one, Mary Magdalene; Matthew two, Mary 
Magda!ene and the other Mary; Mark three, the two Marys 
and Salome; Luke several, the two Mary's, Joanna, and ' cer- 
tain others with them.’ 

„They differ as to the number of persons in white raiment 
who appeared to the women. .Mark speaks of one * young 
man;’ Matthew of one 'angel; Luke of two ‘men; 
John of two ‘angels.’ According to John also, the appear- 
ance of the two angels was not till Mary's second visit to the 
tomb, after Peter and John had been there. 

„They differ as to the words spoken by the apparitions. 
According to Matthew and Mark they asserted the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus and his departure into Galilee, and sent a mesg- 
sage to his disciples enjoining them to follow him thither. 
According to Luke, they simply stated that he was risen, and 
referred to a former prediction of his to this effect. Accord- 
ing to John they only asked Mary, ‘ Woman, why weepest 
thou!“ 

„They differ in another point. According to Matthew, 
Luke, and John, the women carried the information as to 
what they had seen at once to the disciples. According to 
Mark they said nothing to any mun.’ 

„They differ as to the parties to whom Jesus appeared. 
According to Mark it was noone. According to Matthew 
it was first to the two women, then to the eleven. Accord- 
ing to John it was firat to one woman, then to the assembled 
apostles. According to Luke it was first to no woman, but 
to Cleopas and his companion, then to Peter, and then to the 
assembled eleven. 

„They differ as to the locality. According to Mark it 
was nowhere. According to Matthew it was first at Jern- 
salem and then in Galilee, whither the disciples went in obe- 
dience to the angelic command. According to Luke it was 
in Jerusalem and its vicinity, and there alone, where the dis- 
ciples remained in obedience to the reiterated command of 
Jesus himself. According to the genuin part of Jobn, also, 
the appearances were confined to Jerusalem." 
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But this is not all. We hav, further along, a 
statement by Paul, which differs from all the others, 
as follows: 

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also 
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again 
the third day according to the scriptures, and that he was 
seen of Cephas, then of the twelve; after that he was seen 
of about five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater 
part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 
After that he was seen of James, then of all the apostles. 
And last of all, he was seen of me also, as of one born out 
of due season.” 


This, says Greg, “must hav been second-hand, and 
is valuable only as showing the accounts which were 
current in the Christian church at the time at which 
he wrote,” and he “puts it to any candid man 
whether the discrepancies in these accounts are not 
of a nature, and to an extent, entirely to disqualify 
them from being received as evidence of anything 
except the currency and credit of such stories among 
Ohristians thirty years after the death of Christ. 
The evangelists contradict the apostles. Nay, more, 
they show that the belief of the Christian church 
was not simple, uviform, and self-consistent, as Paul’s 
statement would lead us to suppose; but that it was 
singularly vague, various, and self-contradictory. Nay, 
worae still, they not only show in how many fluctu- 
ating shapes it existed, but they suggest how the 
belief may hav formed itself by specifying a number 
of the circumstantial details around which it. grew 
and solidified so rapidly. In the epistles and the 
Acts we find simply the assertion of the fact and 
evidence to the universal conviction. In the gospels 
- we read the several traditions accepted in the Ohris- 
tian community thirty or more years after the event 
as to the nature and surrounding context of that 
event. Now here commences our serious embar- 
rassment; and the embarrassment consists in this, 
that the new witnesses called—possibly very incom- 
petent ones—make it impossible to arrive at any 
clear or definit conclusion as to the what or the how. 
Taat is to say, we cannot frame any theory whatever 
as to the resurrection which is not distinctly nega- 
tived by one or other of the evangelical accounts” 
(Greg's Creed cf Oaristendom, pp. 288, 24). 

It is seen from these things that the women were 
no evidence. They spread the news solely on the 
word of some one else; the soldiers did not see him 
rise, and it is not evan recorded that the person in a 
white garment was an eye witness to the rising. 
Even if Peter and John saw the linen clothes, their 
evidence is too much like that of the minister who 
brought a stone from Mount Ararat and showed it 
to the Sunday school children as proof of the truth 
of the story of the flood, to ba accepted. To those 
who pin their faith on the travelers who saw Ohrist 
on the way to E maus, we must say that the asser 
tion only plunges them deeper into trouble—remov- 
ing the tale further and further from historical 
ground, and putting it deeper and deeper into the 
region of myth and allegory. Hear the words of the 
authors of the “ Bible for Learners” on this: “No 
such place as Emmaus has been found within two 
leagues of Jerusalem. There is an Emmaus (or 
Nicopolis) at a distance of six or seven leagues from 
the Oity of the Temple, but this cannot be the place 
intended. There is a bathing-place of the same name 
on the sea of Gennesareth—and this tempts us to 
ask whether the scene was not originally laid in Gal- 
ilee (which really witnessed the reviving faith of the 
disciples), and subsequently transferred to Jerusa- 
lem without change of names. Finally, we may note 
that Jasus appears in diffarent places—to the two 
travelers and to Simon—at the same time. But in 
spite of all these traces of composit origin, the back- 
grouad and general outline of the picture still furnish 
us with precious materiale for retracing the origin of 
the belief of the disciples in the resurrection ; for we 
must never forget that a powerful imagination, sup- 
. ported by the symbolical forms of expression then 
current, might well translate reminiscences into pres- 
ent facts, suspense or other emotions into external 
. events” (Bible for Learners, vol. iii, p. 466). 
, And when he “stood in their midst and said, Peace 

be unto you,” the disciples did not believe it was 
Jesus, but were terrified and affcighted, and supposed 
that they had seen s spirit (Luke xxiv, 37). And ac- 
cording to Luke, the two disciples who had passed 
many hours in his company, did not recognize him, 
“Their eyes were holden that they should not know 
him" (Luke xxiv, 16). According to John (xx, 14) 


à 


fest to his disciples at the sea of Tiberias (Jobn xxi, 
4-6) he was not recognized. “If, then," Greg asks, 


to universal experience ; but on the other hand the 
prevalence of defectiv observation, mistaken infer- 
ence, self-deception, and credulity, any of which 
might lead to such belief, are only too well known to 
it. Appearances, says Greg (page 360), all testify to 
the reality and permanence of death; a fearful onus 
of proof lies upon those who contend that these ap- 
pearances ate deceptiv. When we interrogate the 
vast universe of organization, we see, not simply life 
and death, but gradually growing life, and gradually 
approaching death. After death, all that we hav 
ever known of a man is gone; all we hav ever seen 
of him is dissolved into its component elementa ; it 
does not disappear, so as to leave us at liberty to 
imagin that it has gone to exist elsewhere, but is act- 
ually used up as materials for other purposes. So 
completely is this the case that, as Sir James Mackin- 
tosh observes, “the doctrin of a resurrection could 
scarcely hav arisen among a people who buried 
their dead.” l 

The consensus of theintelligent world, then, rejects 
the story of the resurrection for three reasons. 
First. That the resurrection of a dead man is con- 
trary to all natural laws and all human experience. 
Second. If the accounts we hav of it were all writ- 
ten by the men and at the time alleged, their incon- 
sistencies, contradictions, and discrepancies of state- 
ment would render their evidence of no value. 
Third. That the tale is found in books of 
whose authorship we know nothing, and they are 
therefore entitled to no credence. On the other 
hand, we know that the books were written in an ig- 
norant and superstitious age when men believed in 
the miraculous and thought no event too strange to 
be true. The writers had an object, and that object 
was to set up their religion. They were probably 
priests. One of these, a church father, asserted that 
he believed a statement because it was impossible. 
A resurrection from the dead was just nothing for 
them to believe, and a stupendous miracle or a con- 
vulsion of nature was a more trifla too common to 
excite wonder. Of course in such an age we should 
expect just such tales as the gospels giv us. In the 
nursery, Jack-the Giant. Killer is a hero as real as 
Lincoln. 


even Mary Magdalene, after Jesus had spoken to her, 
did not know him. “When Jesus made himself mani- 


“he was so changed—so entirely not his former self 
that they could not recognize him, how could they 
know that the person assumed to be Jesus was actu- 
ally their risen Lord?” (Greg’s Oreed of Ohristen- 
dom, p. 26). Paul's statement is, as we hav seen, 
secondhand and valueless as history, but is accounted 
for on the subjectiv doctrin theory. In speaking 
of the ‘resurrection,’ he does not mean the reanima- 
tion of the body of Jesus; and indeed he expressly 
excludes such a thought by ascribing to the Carist a 
glorified and spiritual body not made of flesh and 
blood (1 Cor. xv, 42-54; 2 Oor. v, 1-4; Phil. iii, 21). 
It is equally certain that he thinks of the Christ as 
having appeared from heaven ; and his ranking the 
appearance to himself—unquestionably the product 
of his own. fervid imagination (compare 2 Oor. xii 
1-4)—as parallel with those which preceded it, 
seems to indicate that they were all visions. alike. 
And indeed the return to earth of one already dead 
and glorified, or the veritable apparition of a spirit 
is a thing which far transcends the limits of cred- 
ibility. And, besides, we know that the Israelites, 
though well aware of the difference between a vis- 
ion and something seen under ordinary conditions 
(see, for instance, Acts ix, 7; x, 10, 11, 17, 19), were 
yet firmly eonvinced that what they saw in the ec 
stasy of a vision had an objsctiv reality correspond- 
ing to it (see 2 Kings vi, 17; 2 Oor. xii, 3). It may 
deserve our attention also that in this passage Paul 
first supports the faith in the resurrection of Jesus 
by an appeal to the scripture (1 Cor. xv. 4), and 
subsequently confirms it by a reductio ad absurdum 
(1 Oor. xv, 12 19). In other words, he is more 
inclined to demonstrate that Obrist must hav 
risen than to build upon adequate testimony to 
the fact that he had risen” (Bible for Learners, vol, 
iii, pp. 467-8). Paul believed that he had seen Jesus 
after death; there is no evidence that he ever saw 
him during his life (Supernatural Religion, p. 1048). 

This, we think, pretty effectually disposes of the 
evidence cited by the Advocate. Instead of the 
spostolic writers and the evangelists confirming each 
other’s statements, they mix the case inextricably, 
for “ we cannot frame any theory whatever as to the 
resurrection which is not distinctly negatived by one 
or other of the evargelical accounts.“ Their records 
impeach each other by variations impossible of recon- 
ciling. They were ignorant, superstitious, credulous 
men, and the accounts of the whole matter are aimply 
traditions. Martyrs prove nothing; faith proves 
nothing. Assertions are easily made; and the value 
the Advocate editor seta upon tangible evidence is 
Been in his closing sentences—“ when all argument is 
ended, the individual Ohristian may hav the witness 
within himself. A heart-witness may be as compe- 
tent as an eye-witness of that resurrection!” Such 
8 man can prove anything. 

But there is an argument against the truth of the 
alleged resurrection which the church writers always 
overlook. We hay alluded to the spuriousness of 
the last chapter of John. There are other admit- 
tedly spurious parts of the four gospels. And to 
crown all, the gospels in their entirety are anony- 
mous and of no worth as establishing anything histor- 
ically. ‘Biblical criticism has settled that none of 
the men wrote the gospel bearing his name, and 
that none of the gospels was in existence for nearly 
one hundred and twenty years after the alleged res- 
urrection miracle occurred. This is the opinion, not 
of the opponents of Christianity but of its friends, 
and the best biblical scholars Protestantism has pro- 
duced. Catholicism never produced a real scholar. 
The Acts of the Apostles, too, ia equally removed 
in time from the scenes it describes, and is conse- 
quently as valueless as the four gospels. Add to 
this, the indisputable fact that these books contra- 
dict each other, and we see at once how unreliable 
and worthless is any argument for the resurrection 
which does not go outside of the gospels. Bat if 
they were as harmonious as they are discordant their 
unknown authorship and distance of writing from 
the time of the alleged occurrences would invalidate 
their statements. Aud again, the belief that a dead 
man rose from the dead, and appeared to several 
persons, truthfully says the writer of Supernatural 
Religion” (p. 1050), is at once disposed of on ab- 
strast grounds. The alleged occurrence is contrary 
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JosspH Marte, president of the Bayou Laforche Central 
Railroad Company, of New Orleans, writes: The Free- 
thinkers’ Pictorial Text. Book’ came to hand a few days ago. 
After digesting it thoroughly, I am of the opinion that it is 
as yet the very best exposition of the falsehoods of our prer- 
ent religions. It is bound to do good work toward enlight- 
ening the intellectually blind. It should be advertised 


broadcast, and passed around as is the bread of life. It is 
on my desk, and whosoever wants to look at it, is wel- 
comed. My compliments to Mr. Watson Heston for his 
pluck, self-reliance, »nd vividness of intellect.” 


————— 99-4 9—— ————— — 

Tux Roman Catholic bishop of Rochester and ditto of 
Buffalo are at loggerheads, and the former has protested 
against the circulation of the Catholic Union and Timea in 
his diocese. The grounds for this protest are that the paper 
“ig not fit reading for decent and pure-minded children; it’ 
labors to foment insubordination among priests and people ; 
it keeps alive un-Ohristian feelings between the two dioceses ; 
T it disturbs the peace of this one; it is a constantly recurring 
source of scandal to many, running into sin and shame.” 
This is hard on poor Father Cronin, who prides himself upon 
his literary skill, especially as a judge of poetry, but it is 
mainly true, we judge. At least, the paper is not fit for chil- 
dren to read, for it prints tales of miracles, fairy stories, and 
church legends with the intent that its youthful readers shall 
believe them to be truth. This is fully as injurious to chil- 
dren as printing anything commonly thought to be unfit for 
** pure-minded ” people to read. . 


— .. —————— 

Taere are few Freethinkers in the country who do not hav 
a wondering kind of interest in George Ohainey—that is, 
wondering what he wili do next. The following paragraph 
in the Agnostic Journal is the latest about him: George 
Chainey, or—as he was called among his intimates here in 
London—'God, has left for Palestine, accompanied by 
three ladies. On whatever continent ‘God’ sets foot he has 
a following of ‘devout women’ of the Anna Kimball type. 
Psyche, the organ of Unintelligibility, which got starved to 
death in London, is shortly to be published from the Mount 
of Olives. The moon would, no doubt, afford a more appro- 
priate publishing office; but the state of the psychic ex- 
chequer, and other considerations, prevent ‘God’ and his 
three devout women from going there, at least in the mean 
time. ‘God’ favored us with a complimentary visit before 
he shook the dust of London from his celestial feet. He 
knows the Supreme’ will send him money. Weare anxious 
te know if his ‘Supreme’ (with abig 8) was one and the 
same with our old friend Jehovah; but he evaded our ques- 
tion. Possibly he thought, if we got introduced to 'the 
Supreme, we too might ask him for money, and that the 
Supreme’ might write such a large cheque to support the 
Agnostic Journal that he would hav nothing left with which 
to endow Psyche. In spite of this, we own toa species of 
personal liking for ‘God,’ and we wish him well wherever 
he may go, beit tothe Mount of Olives or tosheol.” Chainey 
and Schweinfurth ought to go into partnership. 
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Leilers from Jriends. 


ATWOODVILLE, CONN., April 20, 1891. 
Mr. Eorron: The paper is first- class. Mr. Robert Inger- 
soll is the Christ I worship, and John Peck is a“ hot sec- 
ond," and I hope Heston will get a harp. 
Yours respectfully, J. 


Bosros, April 17, 1891. 
Mr. Eviror: I want just to say, that letter to Wanamaker 
is just the right thing in the right place; and I think that 
you hav put him in a very small hole that he will find it 
hard to crawl out of. And I like your liberality toward Spirit- 
ualists, being one myself, as I think we area very large spoke 
in the. wheel of progress. MRS. L. D. Franors. 


B. MAOFARLANE. 


Reno, Nsv., April 29, 1891. 
Me. EprroR : Inclosed please find $7.50— $3 for renewal, 
$2 75 for a new subscriber and the Annuar for 1891, $1 for 
the. pictures or Heston, the balance in leafiets for mission 
work. The delay has been to get new subscribers. I will 
try and get some, if possible. Hoping you may hav a pros. 
perous year, I remain as ever, yours in the only true faith of 

seeking for the truth, H. L. Wriaat. 


Br. Lovis, Mo., April 26, 1891. 
Mr. EpiTOR: I sent you $5 some weeks ago for renewal 
of subscription one year and for the '* Freethinker’s Pictorial 
Text-Book.” The latter pleased me very much, and it 
proves a terror to the pious hypocrits and a hard "blow to 
the church. I wish Watson Heston a long life of usefulness 
and that he may liv to see the complete triumph of science, 
truth, and Freethought over superstition and bigotry. His 

ideas are immense. A. FRANTZ. 


PLAZA, April 26, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: While sending for Taz TRurH SEEKER and 
* Text-Book," I thought that I would giv you a short history 
of myself. I hav been a Liberal, or Infidel, as my orthodox 
friends call me, the last thirty years, and always strike from 
the shoulder. I am everlastingly down on that old filth-pot 
the Bible, and all its creeds and dogmas. You struck the 
right note when you blew that trumpet at Holy John. Stay 

with them, and may you liv long to battle for the light. 
DAME WHALEY. 


MANHATTAN, Mont., April 26, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: Please find $3.25 for the Annuar and THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for another year. I must hav it. I like the 
way you giv it to Holy John; but look out for him, he will 
- do you some hurt, for preachers and praying men strike in 
the dark and do their dirty work on the sly. If he can sup- 
press your paper or send you to the penitentiary you will 
hear from him; if not, he will make no reply. But rap him 
on the fingers every time he reaches for you. Long life to 
Heston. May his shadow never grow less. J. O. Crank. 


Dexter, Mo., April 27, 1891. 
Mz. EprroR: I herewith inclose $5 to set me up with the 
most admirable leader of our great congregation, whom I 
hope to stay with until the end of my sojourn here below. 
And if it ja left to me to select the time for me to emigrate to 
the Christian heaven, I will be here for ten thousand years 
yet. If Idon't learn something I hav never learned yet, I 
will remain in this nation; that is, this country is good 
enough for me. Best regards to all Tug TRUTH SRERER 

family. Very respectfully, J. W. MoCALLUM. 


DzSuzr, B. D., April 23, 1891. 
Mz. Epiror: I received a short time ago a catalog of the 
officers of a Western college. Most of the professors had 
one of the titles of the almighty prefixed to their names. 
One was styled, ** professor of biblical science." Biblical sci: 
ence forsooth! Expressed algebraically: . 
x plus 500,000 = x plus 470, 000, 


x plus 800,000 — x plus 1,100,000. 
See 1 Chron. xxi and 2 Saml. xxiv. That is biblical 
science! Q E.D. 


Oax Mns, Kax., April 27, E. M. 291. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find stamps, for which send 
me a few extra copies of TRR TRUTH SEEKER of April 18th, 
If you hav any circulars or anything of the kind that you 
want distributed, send them to me and I will gladly distrib- 
ute them where I think they will do the most good. I will 
help you all I can in this way. 

You are doing grand service in the great cause of mental 
freedom, and you deserve the hearty thanks and support of 
all true Liberals. I could not get along without the grand 
old TRuTH Szexzr. I do not exaggerate when I say that it ie 
the best journal published on this continent, if not in the 
whole world. All honor to you, Mr. Macdonald. With 
best wishes, I remain, 

Yours fraternally, 


and 


Gero. J. RemsBura. l 


HAMMONTON, N. J., May 5, 1891. 

Mr. Epıror: Inclosed please find $2 to entitle us to the 
good old paper Brother Bennett founded another eight 
months. I wish we were able to contribute some to the Bec 
ular cause. I am sorry to hear you hav to carry so many 
deadheads. The illustrations must add to the expense, and 
it seems as if the majority are in favor of their being contin- 
ued. I think they are good, and that Heston is a genius 
developed for the occasion. The “Letters from Friends” 
are very interesting. Hacker on the Holy John affair is 
cute and cutting. So is the brother who sent the order. 
And your notice where you slap the Bible in his face is a 
grand hit, well done, timely thought of, and should tell. 
Little did he think whet his course would lead to. I hope 


Johnny will attend to all, and if he finds them to be wrong 
correct them, but if he finds himself in error be honest 
enough to acknowledge it and good enough to let weil 
enough alone. 
will fail them and they will hay to look in some other direc- 
tion for bread and butter, instead of one-seventh of time in 
which to giv small talk for a thousand or two dollars per 
year. D. R. Worrisox. 


ALMIRA, TEX., April 30, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5-—$8 to renew my subscrip- 
tion and $2 for the picture book. There are some honest 
Liberals in this country, but very few who hav nerve enough 
to express their opinions. We certainly need a good lect- 
urer here. I hav tried several times to make up the $25 to 
get Brother Remsburg to come here and lecture, but the 
people are poor and money is scarce. One friend says he 
will pay $5, and I will giv $5. -But we both liv sixteen 
miles from the railroad. I do not know that we could even 
get the court-house for him to lecture in. There is more 
religion in this country than any place I ever saw, but it is 
of poor quality. With the best of wishes for you and the 
cause you hav espoused, I am, 


Yours, etc., Dr. J. P.. Mitts. 


Lonestrest, Ga., April 1, 1891. 

Mr. EDrrok: I hav claimed, and still claim, that it is not 
proper, or a correct use of language, to say, I know 80 
and so, and hence I believe it." Even our colonel says, I 
believe what my consciousness certifies is true, after being 
examined and cross-examined by the reason." Ah, is that 
80? Is absolute truth, demonstrated fact, knowledge, a 
matter for ‘‘ belief?” Or must belief always (correctly 
speaking) relate to what we do not know? 

What has been claimed and executed on the. authority of 
this word has filled this world with a terrible history of 
blood, and we are not sure but attempts may be made to re- 


| peat the bloody history, by the same authority. 


Does belief hav anything to do with, or can it hav any re- 
lation to, known truth? T. N. Mason. 


Lzox, N. Y., April 19, 1891. 
Mx. Epiroz: When I first sent for your paper last sum- 
mer I did it partly as an experiment. I had during a rather 
long life been in the habit of reading the religious papers of 
various denominations, without much preference for or 
prejudice against any creed or denomination, and I had 
rarely met with any publications of a Liberal kind. I find 
one can get more reliable information in relation to the moral 
and religious status of the country from your “ blasphemous 
little. sheet,” as it has been called, than from the more pre- 
tentious orthodox publications. Mr. Heston's pictures ex- 
cite considerable interest. Even professed Christians look 
at them with an amused smile, and cannot well deny that 
they generally point a moral. I hope your scriptural car- 

toons may be put in book form before long. 
Yours truly, E. C. DURFEE. 


AUBUEN, IA., April 27, 1891. 
Mr. EpiToR: Inclosed find $2, for which send me the 
** Cosmian Hymn Book,” also the Annuar for 1891, and one 
copy of J. Remsburg’s “ Bible Morals.” I see the subject 
of the badge is stirring up some of the truth seekers to quite 
an extent, and I foresee that if each one could be listened to 


we would hav as many badges as readers of your paper. | 


Therefore I hav no suggestions to make, but think the Otto 
Wettstein badge beautiful, and we hope some time to at 
least send for one. We hav the Bennett Memorial framed. 
It makes a handsome picture, one that we shall be happy to 
explain to all friends and callers that may gaze uponit. You 
will see by one book that I hav sent for that I feel the need 
of something to sing besides ‘‘ Jesus, Jesus,” as we can hear 
that anywhere and at almost any time. Wishing the whole 
Teura BEEKER family success in all their undertakings for 
good and making the whole world better for their having 
lived in it, I remain well-wisher to all, Mrs. E. M Carr. 


LrMESTONE, ILL., March 15, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrog : Say, do you suppose that it was only Elijah's 
body that went up into heaven? It could not hav been his 
spirit; Elisha got a double portion of that, you know. 
Elijah must hav thought that Comstock was around, else 
why didn’t he drop his mantle d-fore he went up? I've been 
wondering whether or not his body was burnt to a cinder 
when he reached heaven. Elisha must hav been a heartless 
old bachelor, or else he didn't follow the Golden Rule. For 
proof read 2 Kings ii, 24; in fact, read the whole chapter; 
also the Song of Solomon iii, from tenth tolast verse. Would 
not a museum pay a big price for a man like that nowadays ? 
Why, there'd be ** millions in him." If the Bible is inspired, 
why don't the preachers preach now as the one did in Eccles. 
ix, 5? 

Ex. xx, 13; “ Thou shalt not kill,” the Bible says, 

That well-known book of light ; 
Ex. xxii, 19: And ‘‘ shalt not suffer a witch to liv; :» 
Please tell me which is right. 


Liberally, Anna M. Mons. 


i ManrINSBURG, W. Va., April 21, 1891. 

Mr. Epitor: Mrs. Herman Bohda would like to send a 
lot of second-hand TRUTH BERKERS to some Liberal (post- 
paid) where they will do the most good, if some one will 
designate the person through the columns of your paper or 
by corresponding with me or Mrs. Bohda on the subject. 

To Miss Ida Craddock, the secretary of the American Sec- 
ular Union, I desire to say: Do not think it hard when 
somebody calls you an Infidel. It is only the loving Chris- 
tian that means harm. Liberals hav faith that progress and 
truth will overcome superstition; if it was not for that 


faith and hope, I for my part would not spend a cent for | 


the Liberal cause. 


It seems to me that creedists fear their craft 


Therefore, it matters not what the faith- 
ful in Christ call us. 

One question I would like to see answered through the 
columns. of Taz TRUTH SEEKER in reference to Italians, of 
whom so much has been said since the New Orleans trouble, 
and that is, Who is the cause of that undesirable element 
landing in this country? My opinion is, it is the greed of 
the capitalists of this country for cheap labor, in addition to 
desire for persons contributing to the strength of the Catho- 
lic church. 

Yours for Mental Liberty and humanity, 
Lovis Worrzs. 
CoLuMBvs, O., April 27, 1891. 

Mz. EprroR: Tak TauTH SREK RR I will not do without. 
My wife and children are as anxious to see it as I am. As 
soon as it comes, no matter who gets it, the first thing is to 
look at the pictures. 

hav seen no account of the death of my old friend and 
employer, John Ruth, who departed this life in March, E M. 
291, near his eightieth year. Truth, honesty, and industry 
were his creed, and he was an uncompromising Infidel and 
Freethinker. His word was as good as his bond. By untir. 


ing industry he amassed a competency for those he left 


behind. He was a great devotee to the Investigator and 
Ironclad Age. He had been a resident of South Bloomfield, 
Pickaway county, O., since 1836, and was widely known and 
respected, having been before the public as a hotel-keeper 
for over twenty years, and also elected county commissioner 
two or more terms. I had the pleasure of being with him in 
the hotel during the late war, and I never knew him to turn 


a person out hungry and without lodging, money or no 


money, in that time. He died as he lived. When interro- ' 
gated upon his future he answered, I am an Infidel. I 
will die as I lived." E. P. Wrieart. 


LASsSATER, TEx., April 16, 1891. 

Mr. Enitor: Inclosed find $9 for renewal, a new sub. 
scriber, and two more picture books. I think the old TrurH 
BEEKER has opened the eyes of some of thé people around 
here at last, and if possible I will try and send some new- 
subscribers and for more of the picture books. Heston 
knows just where to strike, and a blow is never lost. 

I heard an old preacher say the other night in his pulpit, 
** Now, de&r parents, is the time to hav your children come 
to Christ;" and it struck me as though that old hypocrit had 
good argument on his side, for if they do not come now 
while they can be fooled into it on account of their youth, 
they will very likely never come at all. How any intelligent 


man can get up and preach the divinity of that old book, 


the Bible, the mother of falsehood and father of bloodshed 
and crime, is a mystery beyond my solution. i 

My parents were religious and brought me up in the way 
they thought right. But, alas! as soon as I reached a ma- 
ture age I commenced to reason and read, without a biased 
mind, and only in a short while I discovered their error and 
learned to my own satisfaction that the Bible was only false 
from beginning to end, without the least argument, or even 
decent language. , 

I think I will convert“ some more of the people here, 
and then hope to giv you more business. W. P. JEMISON. 


LONGSTREET, Ga., April 10, 1891. 

Mx. Eprrog: Now that the bickering is over about a field 
lecturer, let the machine roll. The field is broad enough for 
a thousand lecturers. 

As far as Iknow, Remsburg has delivered the first Liberal 
lecture in this, the Empire state of the South. I know that 
a Very large msjority of the people are anything but ortho- 
dox. They are Deistical, Theistical, Agnostic, Freethinkers, 
or whatever you please to call them; but entirely without 
organization. Not the first effort has been made to organize 
Liberals, unless you class Spiritualists as Liberals. 

True, so-called orthodox people look slantingly at a Free- 
thinker, but what does that signify? The Freethinker, 
having no sins to be ‘‘ pardoned,” and none to be covered 
by a Christian cloak of hypocrisy, walks erect in his 
liberty, without fear of Gods, devils, or those who believe 
in them. They are not so concerned about those imaginary 
beings as to lose any good sleep on that account. And 
hence, if we find things going wrong, if troubles come and 
our peaceful moods are disturbed, and we are even made 
unhappy, we naturally conclude that we ourselvs or some 
persons else hav made a mistake, committed a blunder, and 
are necessarily reaping the consequences, no outside deity 
or devil having anything to do with the case; and so we 
meekly bow to the inevitable, a8 we must. Hence all our 
experiences are the results of natural causes, and we hav no 
grounds for accusations against imaginary beings which we 
know nothing about. Yours for truth, T. M. Mason. 


Br. Erwo, TENN., April 28, 1891. 

Mz. Epitor: There are several families in this vicinity 
who hav been attracted toward Washington on account of 
her Liberal legislation. They are all Freethinkers, earnest, 
intelligent, enterprising, the very best class of American citi- 
zens. They desire me to write for information concerning 
the two states of Oregon and Washington. 

I would like to hav some letters from the north part of 
Washington telling the disadvantages of Oregon, and some 
from southern Oregon telling the disadvantages of Washing- 
ton. I already know the best that can be said of them—I 
want to know the worst iu truth. 

Before coming to Tennessee everything was rose.colored 
avd golden; but we hav discovered streaks that are mighty 
blue. In the above manner we may get some of the blue 
ready-mixed with the pink and yellow. We fear that Wash- 
ington has too much rainy weather, and is much colder than 
Oregon. In that we may be mistaken. 
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Here is one thing certain—the state that givs the most 
Liberal or just laws is the one that will catch the best emi- 
gration. Ofa dozen or more of these families I doubt if a 
single member of any of them has ever been arrested for a 
misdemeanor, and it is doubtful if they hav ever sued or 
been sued. They believe in the utmost possible liberty of 
the individual, so they do not infringe on the rights and lib- 
erties of others. They want the Congress of the United 
States to enact Sunday a national holiday—for people to be 
as free to do and act as they are now on any other national 
holiday. They are opposed to class legislation, believing 
that a law that is just and proper for one person should be 
so for all, and for days as well. 

The liberal legislation of Washington givs them a preju- 
dice in that direction, but Oregon might legislate still more 
liberally—justly. : 

I would like to receive letters and descriptiv pamphlets 
from different parts of the two states within the next three 
or four months. s L. L. Goopwin. 


; ManrINSBURG, W. Va., April 24, 1891. 
Mx. Eprtor: In TREE Teurs Seexer of April 18th I 
noticed Miss Ida Craddock's article making an explanation 
why she objects to being called an Infidel. 
Craddock as a considerate, impartial, and able secretary of 
the American Secular Union. I always read her articles 
with interest, and I generally approve her sentiments. She 
recognizes the rights of those who differ with her. Courtesy 
and respect are due to.those who happen to believe as they 
must. I may say, we should stand out strong in our indi- 
viduality before the world. If this great principle of love 
of truth universally existed, more truth and positiv facts 
‘would appear and prevail. The thoughtless and miscon- 
ceived application of words is an unfortunate evil that causes 
serious harm, and many persons are falsely represented, all 
due either to willful perversion of facts or words or lack of 
knowledge. It is painful to be the victim of misrepresenta- 
tion. It is evident that the dictionary has been neglected by 
many. The true meaying of all words should be correctly 
applied, and the courteous secretary of the American Secu- 
lar Union is entirely justified in defining her true position. 
No man or woman possessing true qualities of heart and 
mind is or can be ashamed of what they believe to be the 
truth. Iam proud of my honest conviction, but should be 
ashamed of insincerity and false character. The true defini. 


tion. of ** Infidel” is, unfaithful.. The word truly applies to 
husbands and wives who are unfaithful to each other. .It 
also &pplies to people who profess religion but do not prac- 
tice what they preach. ` Anyone in church or out of church 


who is unfaithful to his individual convictions is an Infidel. 
I honestly believe that Freethinkers are the most sensible 
people on earth, the best lovers of truth, and whose convic- 
tions cannot but be Strong and candid. For them to be 
called Infidels is incorrect. Agnostics, Materialists, positiv- 
ists, and Spiritualists are the correct names for Freethinkers. 
So Miss Craddock is right in defining her true conviction and 
not suffering herself to be the victim of misrepresentation. 
T. J. Conners. 


Quinoy, II., May 4, 291. 

Mz. Eprrog: Mr. Charles Watts, the noted Secular evan- 
gelist of Toronto, Ont., made the welkin ring last Sabbath 
at Tarner Hall in this priest-ridden city in giving us two 
lectures in his inimitable and happy way. In the afternoon 
he expounded to an intelligent and enthusiastic audience the 
beauties and advantages of what the sky-pilots and their 
deluded followers call unbelief—which is a word, as gener- 
ally used, devoid of meaning and common sense, for is not 
every man differing from some other man an unbeliever? 
Brother Watts showed plainly, and in language easily under- 
stood by all, that doubt and skepticism as applied to the 
duties and obligations we owe to each other are as far above 
the teachings of theology as the sun is above the moon in 
illuminating the dark corners of this terrestrial sphere. 

The evening lecture was better attended, the larger part 
of the congregation being ladies. Here Brother Watts was 
at home. The subject of his lecture was Secularism vs. 
theology, and the way he handled it was enough to make 
ecclesiasticism quake in its boots. The lecturer took the 
ground that our duties to each other were paramount to each 
and every obligation that Christianity teaches us; that Chris- 
tianity texches it is our bounden duty to giv to some one or 
some thing whom we know nothing about, and never can 
know anything about. He showed conclusivly that the man 
or woman who thinks of nothing but what will become of a 
mythical and infinitesimal something called a soul in the 
hereafter, is a creature not fit to associate with his fellows 
in the daily walks of life. 

During the evening lecture the speaker was several times 
applauded, and the applause was given with a hearty good 
will, especially by the ladies, who appear to be as good 
judges of far-reaching points in a lecture as they are of the 
last style in a duck of a bonnet. Brother Watts wound up 
his lecture in a peroration addressed to the God of Nature. 
He, if I may so express myself, threw himself body and 
mind into this prayer, during which the congregation ap- 
peared to be in unison with the speaker. So quiet were 
they that a pin dropping on the floor would hav been a dis- 
turbing element. Charles Watts while here made many 
friends, and a cordial reception will always be given him. 
Whenever in traveling this vale of joys and good will he 
happens to come this way, the friends of a day will be glad 
to see him. Yours truly, J. L. M. 


New ORLRARNS, April 22, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrok: I hav just completed what may be called a 
greedy reading of your TRUTRH SEEKER Of Jan. 81, 1891, sent 
to me by you at my request as & sample copy. This is my 


maiden step at expressing myself publicly. I must say that 
your TRUTH Seeger and its correspondence express my 
views, thoughts, and feelings in letter and spirit. 


ticularly at present, when all known religions will be com- 
pletely eradicated from the face of the earth, even if it goes 
so far as a bloody revolution to do it. 
curse of humanity, and only inspire fear, cowardice, igno- 
rance, laziness, hypocrisy, superstition, and all known 
crimes, thus preventing the grand and divine development 
of mankind nearest that divinity attributed to the universal 


my attention, and only awaited the time when I felt that 
I might be able to speak, write, and publish my views, so 
.| that the other Infidels may know that there is another Infidel 


plume, but concluded that it would be cowardly and an 


I regard Miss 


and in fact would make a good president of the United 
States. Mrs. Mattie E. Hurson is a tall, well-built lady, with 
firm but pleasant and rather handsome features; full of de- 
termination and energy ; a great worker, and will bea great 
acquisition to the Freethinkers' association at Chattanooga. 
The secretary and treasurer are two of a kind, who never 
know when to stop, and the outcome will only be told later 
on. We hav adopted the constitution and by-laws of the 
American Secular Union, somewhat changed so as to make 
them suitable for our local Freethinkers’ association, with all 
the demands and preambles therein contained. 

We had an elegant lecture delivered by Mrs. Lois Wais- 
brooker; subject Natural Laws os. Personal Authority.” 
I send you a poster to show you how we doit here. We 
distribute three thousand or four thousand such a day or two 
before each lecture, and the people come from all quarters. 
It is surprising how quick the people in the suburban districts 
learn it; but they hav become acquainted, and they go out 
of their way to let each other know that there is a lecture at 
Freethinkers’ Hall. 

We hav had a challenge from a gentleman by the name of 
Wm. Rennie, who proposes to furnish a reverend doctor of 
divinity who is ready and willing to settle and lay to rest for 
ever after '* That the Bible is what it purports to be, a reve- 
lation of God’s will and purpose to man, and it is consistent 
and harmonious with itself.” I hav been thinking if it would 
not be a good idea to just refer the reverend gentleman to 
the different chapters and books cited in Taz TRUTA BEEKER 
of April 11th for Wanamaker. I think that will take the 
starch out of his shirt for a while and put him to studying 
up another plan to get up notoriety in his flock. 

The subscription list for Taz Teura Sezxeer will hav to 
be increased, as well as those of all other Liberal papers and 
magazines taken here. We hope to trouble you often here- 
after. 

What we now most desire in Chattanooga is a weekly 
publication of more light on Freethought and Liberalism. 
Then look out, for this would surely be the Hub of the South. 

Very respectfully yours, Cagis. BATRMAN. 


It is my firm belief that the time is fast approaching, par- 


Religions are the 


mythical humbug called God.” 
For fully ten years past I hav given this religious subject 


in a city practically. domineered by religions of all kinds, 
tastes, and desires, except Truth. 
I was considering the advisability of adopting a nom de 


insult to my manhood. Let my name go down to posterity 
as one more advocate in the strugglb for liberty. There is 
nothing nobler, nothing grander nor more sublime, than 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 

Can you or any of your readers refer me to any matter pre- 
tending to be the handwriting of the alleged Jesus Christ? 
Ihav read and heard preached everything about his alleged 
sayings, but never anything about his alleged writings. It 
seems to me that if he did liv for thirty-three years, he 
should hav had occasion to at least sign his name. My opin- 
ion is that no such mythical. fool ever lived and that there 
never was any fool or idiot stupid enough to undergo any 
part of his alleged sufferings without kicking” once. 

Iam compiling a Directory of Freethinkers, with one or 
two lines of their terse sayings. All those who want to send 
me their names and their terse sayings will accordingly be 
inserted. | 

Inclosed please find. $5 for one year's subscription and one 
copy of your Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book.” 
` Yours in the fight for freedom, Jos. MAILLE. 


Newark, April 30, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: The pope is tackling economics. Can it be 
possible, after cautioning his priests of his pagan church to 
not meddle in politics, that in the next breath he commands 
his followers to take a hand in politics in all countries wher- 
ever they can get a footing? The old fellow is a simon pure 
Democrat of the Tammany kidney. If Father McGlynn had 
been a Tammanyite and worked with Corrigan he would 
never hav been excommunicated, for if a man is an intelli- 
gent Democrat and works against the interest of the church, 
he is a heretic and no good. The pope has discovered that 
in a democratic or republican government he is allowed 
more privileges, and he can colonize all cities aud Catholics 
can take all the offices, as he has done in all our large cities 
in North America. Kings will not allow the old pagan to be 
master of the situation, and he must hav killed his God with 
prayers or else his God has discovered he is a fraud and no 
good to humanity. A few years ago a heretic could not be 
buried inside of Rome, but his brigands and murderers could 
pay their money to the church, get absolution, and go up to 
horse heaven and sing their everlasting song. Pius IX. was 
the son of a brigand. He cut throats to educate his son for 
holy orders. And when Garibaldi knocked at the doors of 
Rome and the brigands came from their robber deus, car« 
bines and stilettoes in their belts, to fight for their comrade 
in crime, he, the pope, greeted them with ‘‘ My dear chil- 
dren,” and gave them his blessing. Garibaldi’s god was the 
stronger, and the pope and his ghost-God and his wooden 
idols of saints were again defeated. And now in his dotage 
this pious pauper who wears a crown of gold and has $30,- 
000,000 in the hands of Rothschild the Jew bauker, has the 
cheek to preach economics. Well, most holy fraud, again I 
advise you to cut down your household expenses and re- 
lieve the poor of their heavy burden. If you hav turned 
plebeian and believe in democracy, then tura adrift your 
aristocratic monseigneurs, cardinals, nuncios, bishops, prel- 
ates, chamberlains, and papal guards. Your God should be 
your Only guard. No use praying to anything that cannot 
protect you. If your God would allow the heretics to erect 
the statue of Bruno before the doors of your palace, the Vat. 
ican, and allow the Methodists to build a meeting-house 
where they sing their Methodist hymns to disturb your holi- 
ness, why not pray to the Buddhist or Chinese Joss god? 
Perhaps you would hav greater success. A few months ago 
I read in Taz TRUrAH SRRKRR there were over four thousand 
masses said in Rome. Four thousand beats or paupers sup. 
ported by the people praying to a lazy old God or ghost that 
no person can locate, and if any person should see him he 
would be struck dead! Is it any wonder that God says, 
„In the thickest of darkness shall be my hiding-place?” I 
should want to hide, too, from such a lot of violatora who 
are trying to beat nature’s laws. : 

Now a word and I am done. Can it be possible that the. 
pope contemplates coming to America and taking possession 
of Corrigan's palace that was built for him? It looks like it, 
for there are many papal guards and assassins and thieves 
coming from the “ Infernal City” of Rome. Immigration 
should be stopped and all clergymen should be made to pay 
$100 license, and church property and idols and wooden 
gods would make good fires on a cold day to keep a fellow 
from freezing. The heat is all the spirit that would come 
from burning such trash. Not that I would destroy any 
man’s church or idol, but they should bear their burden of 
taxation. Napoleon melted their twelve apostles to pay his 
soldiers, and I would do likewise with all their golden idols, 
or tax them for their full value every year. That would be 
better than weeping blood from the pictures of saints every 


year to rob the poor and ignorant. W. W. MORRU: 


.  Hartrorp, Kan., April 20, k M. 291. 

Mr. Eprrok: There are several reasons why Mr. Ingersoll 
should be nominated for:president of the United States. 

First, because he is the first choice of a large and rapidly 
increasing class of Freethinkers in this country. 

Second, because he would be supported not only by many 
Seventh Day Adventists and Baptists who fear Sunday per- 
secution, but also by the more liberal and fair-minded among 
Christians and many non-evangelical church-members who 
fear church encroachments upon the realms of civil au- 
thority. 

Third, because it would bring into prominence the claims 
of the American Secular Union fora complete divorcement 
of church and state, and thereby cause discussion upon one 
of the most important political topics, and one of the most: 
vital to the preservation of the principles of constitutional. 
liberty that can be thought of. 

Fourth, because his name at the head of a presidential 
ticket would arouse enthusiasm among the old guard,” 
vivify the forces opposed to religious persecution, and con- 
vince weaklings that Freethinkers hav principles that are 
worth fighting for. 

Fifth, because it would convince’ orthodox people that 
Freethinkers mean business; that they possess some of the 
spirit that fearlessly faces martyrdom in defense of cherished 
liberties, and are therefore not going to sit idly down while 
superstition marshals its hosts for the demolition of the 
safeguards agalnst the destruction of the principles of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

More reasons might be added, but these are sufücient. I 
attach no importance to the personal dangers which such a 
nomination would bring upon Mr. Ingersoll. No enemy 
would expect his election, and no one would therefore think 
todo God service by slaying him. Besides, such an act 
would not be countenanced by the Christian church, for the 
reason, if for no other, that it would open the eyes of a world 
to the justice of the representations of church malice and 
bigotry which are contained in The Pictorial Text-Book.” 

I would advise a national ticket containing the names of 
the nominees for president and vice-president, with the names 
of the electors for each state. The rest of the ticket should 
be left blank, and it should provide space for the names of 
all other nominees down to road overseer, for Freethinkers 
are men who activly engage in local issues. This would of 
course necessitate the appointment of some prominent Liberal 
in each state to act as secretary, who should see to it that the 
tickets for his own state should provide for all the officers 
to be elected. The laws of Kansas do not permit the print- 
ing of names of persons not belonging to the same party 
as the head of the ticket, but they can be written. 

A. H. Darrow. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN., April 20, 1891. 

Mr. EprroR: The Society of Liberals, composed of the 
best people of Chattanooga, hav organized, adopted consti- 
tution and by-laws, and elected officers and directors, and 
are to-day a complete and thoroughly organized body of 
truth seekers. The officers are: B J. Robertson, president ; 
John W. James, first vice-president; Mrs. Mattie E. Hur- 
son, second vice-president; J. B. Zeigler, secretary ; Chris. 
Bathman, treasurer; M. M. Murray, P. C. Cramer, and W. 
C. Mills, directors. Every one of them seems to think like 
the others. Mr. Robertson is an elegant gentleman; is 
rather large, handsomely built, with a fine intelligent face, 
splendid voice, and good address. Mr. James is a far-seeing 
man of great ability; a builder of railroads and cities, not 
a builder of churches and tabernacles; a kind-hearted, 
Liberal-minded man, who is loved by every good citizen, 
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Children’s Garner. 


Rdited by Miss Bosas H. WiXOB, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Oorner should be sent.. 


* Botween the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


The Boys We Need. 


Here's to fhe boy who's not afraid 
To do his share of work, 

Who never ig by toil dismayed, 
And never tries to shirk. 


The boy whose heart is brave to meet 
All lions in the way; 

Who's not discouraged by defeat, 
But tries another day. 

The boy who always means to do 
The very best he can, 

Who always keeps the right in view, 
And sims to be a man. 


Such boys as these will grow to be 
Thé men whose hands will guide 
The future of our land, aud we 
Shall speak their names with pride. 


All honor to the boy who ig 
A man at beart, I say, 
Whose legend on hia shield is this: 
„Right always wins the day.” 
— — — — 


A Pledge to Keep. 

The editor of the Preethinkers' Magazine, 
which is among the best of Freethought 
journals, and one that everybody ought to 
` take, has made an excellent offer in the last 
number. It concerns us in the Corner. He 
copies Elmer W. Pride’s letter from our 
Corner, and not only commends it highly, 
but offers to mail the magazine one year, 
free of charge, to any young man between 
the ages of eighteen and twenty-six years 
who will follow the example set by Mr. Pride 
and will send the following to the editor of 
the magazine: I do truthfully state that I 
do not drink intoxicating lig uora, use tobacco 
in any shaps, or use profane languags ; and I 
solem ;ly and since-ely promis not to do so for 
the next ten years." 

Mr. Green would initiate a new order. to 
be called Tag Yousa Mgs'e FaggTHOUGHT 
TzwPERANOR Soorety.” Mr. Eimer W. Pride 
. henominates for president; the first name 
reaching the office will be secretary; the 
second, treasurer; and the next five names 
will constitute an executiv committee. He 
. hopes to get a hundred names during the 
next month. 

We heartily agree with this project of the 
editor of the Z'reetÀinkers Magazine. If it 
is true that any of our boys do“ drink, chew, 
smoka, or swear,” they had better reform iu. 
stantly. These are very bad habits, and we 
are fain to believe they do not stick to any of 
our Freethought boys. It will do no harm 
to take this pledge, and keep it, not only for 
ten years, but forever. 

Tobacco is injurious, drinking vile com- 
pounds is bad, deception in any form is de- 
grading, stealing and swindling are great 
evils, using profane language is silly and ri. 
diculous. It is only indulged in by Christian 
nations, and is a very foolish habit. 

It is a great thing to be pure in mind and 
morals. It is the mark of a gentleman to be 
clean and sweet in thought, word, and deed 
We want the boys and girls of Freethought 
to ba among the best, yea, to be the very 
best in the world. Wé expect them to con- 
tinue to make the Liberal cause great and 
grand, noble and illustrious. The mantle 
worn by older champions of the cause will 
soon descend upon their shoulders. They 
must b» worthy to wearit. Oae way to be. 
come worthy is to frown upon all bsd habita, 
to liv uprightly and deal honestly. The 
above pledge will help to do that. 

8. H. W. 
—— — — 
A Little Sermon. 

Dear Youne Farznps: Many of the proph- 
ets mentioned in the Bible were very igno- 
rant, though well-disposed, men, whose views 
were marked by a practical common sense 
much at variance with the pompous airs of 
the regular priesthood, the splendor of an 
imposing religious ceremonial, the haughty 
disdain of kings for the opinions of the peo- 
ple. 

These monarchs were willing to sustain a 
theocracy which gave them, apparently, the 
position of secondary fiddlers to God, who 
was the real ruler. 

What little civilization the Hebrew nation 
was possessed of, reposed in the hands of 
this humble and inferior set of philosophers, 
whose efforts to repress vice in all places was 


spised and rejected of men, stoned, cast into 
pits, and sawn asunder, of whom the world 
was not worthy. Listen to their terrible 
rebukes: To what purpose are your sac- 
rifices ? your solemn fasts? your holy days, 
new moons, and Sabbaths? When a clean 
heart and a contrite spirit are all that the 
Lord requires?” But this generation of vi- 
pers forbids a mother to kiss her child on the 
Sabbath, and suppose her little boy should 
play ball on that day? 


but I feel as cool as a cucumber about it, 
under our noble constitution, as well as the 
most decent opinion of the world in.all ages. 
I never did like a gorgeous heathenism, 
which honors God and tramples the poor. 


drama of human events! The bold impostor, 
Schweinfurth, is soon to be ushered into the 
arena of a gorgeous ceremonial and belief. 
The faces of the clergy are already marked 
by a deadly pallor—they know their fate. 
That the old religions are dying. 
thoughtless masses pant fora faith at once 
wild, passionate, dreamy, and strange. 


or some frieud of his, may be nominated for 
the presidency. 


to the Corner I thought I would write you 
a few lines. 
school and study Fifth Reader, geography, 
grammar, history, arithmetic, spelling, and 
writing. 
Teura Seeker, and I always read the Chil- 
dren’s Corner before anything else. 
spring flowers are all in bloom. As this is my 
first letter to the Corner, I wi!! close. 


write a letter to the Corner for the first time. 
I go to school now. Istudy reading, arith- 
metic, geograpby, grammar, spelling, and 
physiology. 
Henderson. 
I hav no pets except cats. 
spoke the last day of the other school was 
** The Little Brown Hands.” 
from Tue TROTH BEEKER. 
TRurH ÜBzzxzR, and thinks it is a very nice 
paper. 


any letter from this part of the country, we 
thought we would write. 
erals thirteen and twelve. 


teacher's name is Miss Carrick and she is not 
religious. 


toons and reading the Corner. 


what Robert G. Ingersolb's middle name is. 


legs, long ears, small bodies, and long necks. 
Mules and horses are also used for packing, 
but they do not carry much larger loads than 
donkeys. Weill, I must close now, as I can 
not think of any more to say; so good-bye 
for this time. Your Liberal friend, 
Epwis D. Ropaxzs. 


Verson, Tex., April 12, 1891. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I hav been a Liberal 
nearly a year. I cannot praise Tug Teutu 
BEEKER enough. It has taken the place of 
almostall the children's papers we take. Our 
town of Vernon is beautifully situated on 
the Fort Worth & Denver railroad, and has 
about four thousand inhabitants. We hav 
large achools here, but they are principally 
controled by Christians. The public school 
has six hundred and forty-six pupils enroled. 
We hav several prominent Freethinkers in 
our town. We had a debate, which com- 
menced March 31st and ended April 5th. 
The subject of discussion was, The Bible is 
of Divine Origin.” . Affirmativ, L. W. Scott; 
negativ, A. L. Phelps. It lasted six nights, 


rewarded in the usual way. They were de- 


Once I bought a few crackers on Sunday, 


But now the scene changes in the great 


nights. Then the subject was reversed and 
O. A. Phelps thrown on the affirmativ the 
three remaining nights. Mr. Phelps got the 
best of Mr. Scott, or, to use a more common 
phrase, snowed him under.” There are 
few Liberal ladies in our town, but more 
step to the front all the time. Several times, 
when there were but few letters in the Cor- 
ner, I was very much afraid our Corner 
would fall out of sight, so I was real glad 
when I saw so many young Liberals stepping 
forth and declaring their views on Christian- 
ity. Every time I read the Corner I am de- 
lighted at the progress it is making. When 
we get Tue Truru BERKER the first thing I 
look at is the pictures; then I turn to the 
Corner. My father is & Liberal of but two 
years’ standing, but he is very strong. I hav 
three brothers and one sister. My oldest 
brother is a Christian, which we regret very 
much. Many of my school-mates beg me to 
send my sister to Sunday-school, but asking 
is all the satisfaction they get, for I will not 
comply with their wishes. This is the first 
letter I hav ever written to any paper, 80 you 
must excuse mistakes. I think I em the 
second Liberal who has written from Vernon. 
I think Mr. Heston is doing much good, and 
would be disappointed if Toe Teura SEEKER 
should come minus Mr. Heston’s pictures. I 
am fourteen years old. My mother is dead 
and I hav to keep house for pepe Ido not 
want my first letter thrown the waste- 
basket. If this is worth printing I will con- 
tribute & better missiv next time. I will 
close, wishing you much success as the editor 
of the Children's page, and as the spreader 
of truth and knowledge in the minds of the 
young. 

Your Liberal friend, MxRTIE MARTIN. 

P. 8.—Correspondence solicited from both 
young and old. 


The 


But let us hope on that Colonel Ingersoll, 


ALHAZA. 
Lexington, Ky. 
— —9-$—4——————— 


Correspondence. 


MoMr1NRvILLE, ORE., April 17, 1891. 
Dear Miss Wixos : As I hav never written 


Iam twelve years old. Igo to 


My brother takes the grand old 
The 


e Vina FARMER. 


OsoxOrA, Ia., April 14, 1891. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I thought I would 


My teacher's. name is Oren 
He is a very good instructor. 
The piece that I 


I selected it 
Father takes Teg 
I remain, MxnrTLE JONES. 


Henpntox, Ina., April 5, 1891. 
Desear Miss Wixon: As we hav not seen 


Port or Sram, TRINIDAD, April 12, 1891. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon: The last Corner is 
very interesting. I notice now more corre- 
spondents than heretofore, and I hope that 
they will increase. I am quite in accord 
with suggestions which were made to estab- 
lish a children’s paper. I earnestly wish 
that if such an enterprise is started, it may 
prove a success. I shall help all I can. 

In my last I volun'eered a few descriptiv re- 
marks relativ to this place. I shall in this, 
and others that I may forward from time to 
time, endeavor to continue with a few “ At 
Random” notes. 


We are little Lib- 


Our school starts to-morrow morning. Our 


We are very fond of looking at the car- 
Please tell us through Taz TRUTH SEEKER 


Well. as this is our first letter, we remain, 
Your Liberal friends, 
FLORA E. WRIGIr, 
Viora G. WRavER. 


Scott being on the sfürmativ the first three |. 


I. Evonurion, ANTIQUITY. 


a sm 


Coster, ILL., April 6, 1891. 
Miss Susan Wixon, Dear Friend: I thought 


I would write a letter to the Children’s Cor- 
ner to day, as I am not very busy. I am six. 
teeu years old, and go to school every day. I 
study reading, spelling. arithmetic, language, 


writing, drawing, and physiology. I liv in 
village. My teacher's name is Mr. 
Barnes. Our school term will be out about 
the 7:h or 8ih of May. We had a literary 
Friday night, but not a very big attendance. 
The Sunday-school is nearly played out, 
there are so many sick. I hav two brothers 
and one sister. My papa is a carpenter, and 
he gets plenty of work todo. He belongs to 
the Modern Woodmen of America. I will 
close for this time. Hoping to see this in 
print, I remain, Your little Freethinker, 
Mary D. ROBIN8BON. 
BovrpER CREEK, CoL., April 16, 1891. 
Dear Miss Wixow: I wish this time to tell 
you about our ‘pack train—there are seven 
donkeys in it. It isa curious sight to see 
them when they are going up a trail with 
their big loads on their backs; they are quite 
small, and can carry remarkably big loads. I 
hav often seen them carrying two big bales 
of hay weighing no less than two hundred 
and fifty 1 making flve hundred 
pounds, which is more than the average don- 
key weighs. They sre used in the roughest 
of places, and very seldom slip or fall; but 
sometimes they do and go rolling down the 
hill with their big loads of wood, or anything 
they may be packing, but they very seldom 
hurt themselvs. Some donkeys are very 
smart, and when they are loaded they will go 
up the trail a little way and then go into the 
brush and lie down where you cannot see 
them, just to get out of packing their bi 


loads. Generally they cannot get up until 


they are unloaded. "They are very cunning 
in getting a good chance to kick you, and 
when they do kick they kick hard. Young 


donkeys are very cute; they hav very long 


Trinidad he found it inhabited by Caribs, 
who were almost all destroyed or carried 
away about the year 1518, when the inhu. 
man Spaniards made captivs of all the free 
and happy aborigines they could find to 


served the effects produced upon the people 
of other countries by the Romish hierarchy, 
but the effect produced here has been, and 
still is, double fold. 


the world; still priests tell us that the light 
of the gospel has proved a blessing to other 


it has produced in the Western hemisphere 


and the Chaymas, the Tamanacos and the 
Cumanagotes, hav little by little faded away 


When Christopher Columbus discovered 


work their mines. We hav seen and ob- 


It has exterminated 
millions of inoffensiv mortals in this part of 


countries, but alas! we see the baneful effects 


As in North America the red Indians hav 
gradually disappeared before the encroaching 
white races, 80 in Trinidad the Arrawars 


out of the community, and are now barely 
represented by a few families of mixed de- 
scent. 

When Columbus discovered Trinidad, a 
certain Cacique, an Indian chief, so goes the 
tale, took off Columbus's cap of crimson vel- 
vet and replaced it with a circle of gold 
which he wore. 

Alas for them! That fatal present of gold 
brought down on them enemies far more 
ruthless than the Caribs of the northern isl- 
ands, who had a habit of coming down in 
their canoes and carrying off the gentle na- 
tivs, to eat them at their leisure, after the 
fashion which Defoe has almost certainly im- 
mortalized in Robinson Crusoe." Crusoe’s 
island is, almost certainly, meant for Tabago; 
man Friday had been stolen in Trinidad. 

The Spaniards came. Gold they could not 
get, but slaves they could, and the history 
of these gentle Indians is the same as that of 
their brethren in the other West Indian isl- 
ands: a history of murder and cruelty. 

Wishing vourself and the Oornerites suc- 
cess, Yours truly, E. nos Santos. 


P.8.—1 fully agree with and indorse your 


remarks in TAE Teora SEK RR of March 28th 
with regard to the adoption of the Pansy as 
the badge of Freethinkers. 


“WHY ” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. . 


Friends wil! please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLY NKER. 
Snowville, Va. 
WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curirg the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 
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iam Durham, F. R. S. 
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THE 


French Invasion of Ireland in '98, 


Leaves of Unwritten History That Tell of a 


Heroio Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
ni:y to Throw Off England's Yoke. 
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With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
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The present volume is an effort to resoue from 
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war o. 
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LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, . 
BY MBS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and & Plea,” in Order of 


Creation, 

Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - 78 Cents. 
SE This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. ges 
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ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
2x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
for 35cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. - 
A tale of Pales ine, ounded on the destruction of 
i the Moabites by the Jews. 
By A. C. MIDDLETON. 
Prioe, . E . ` 


10 centa. 


81°? 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 16, 1891. 


NOW READY.--PRICE, $2 AND $2.50. 


The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text Book. 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION 
| AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS, 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE. 
ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


Heston, With Portrait of the Desiener. 


Desiens bv Watson 


CONTENTS: 
Uncle Sam and the Priests, The Church and Thomas Paine, The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross, 
Duele Bam Bleee but Uhs Puente do Not he Preacher ana the Patriot 3 Oompared 3 
le je T e ot. i . 
Tiomanism with Her Mask on. se One Work by Paine Outweighs All the Preach- Their Bolentiio Records Compare ; Unkind Reflections Upon the 
The Mask Off. : erg. : Two Samples of Christianity’s Charch, 
ubmit to the Roman Pontiff as to God.” Why Paine Was Denounced. Work, Decline of the Papacy in Italy. 


The Skeleton that Uncle 8am may Some Day 
find in his Closet. 

A New Laoocoon. 

The Trail of the Serpent. . 

Some Undesirable Immigrants. 


bay Loyalty 

* Where Liberty Reigns the Tyrant Seeks to 
Slay Her."—La Balle. . 

The Outcome of Ohurch and State Union. 

The God-in-the-Oonstitution Guerillas. —Lib- 


erty in Peril. ] 
Religions Treason the Ruin of the Republic. 
A Transformation of the Bartholdi Statue 
ghioh may be Expected under Religious 
ule. 
What Unele Bam Should Do. 


The Cherch Robbing the People. 
New York City's Annual Gift to the Ohurches. 


The Taxpayers and the nher 
Thanksgiving. 
Thanksgiving} ; 
“ III. 
Sabbath Laws, 
Babbatarian Efforts in the National Senate. 
Sunday in a Sabbatarian City. 


o 26 “ “ “ 


—III. 
The Children and the Church. 


Two Ways to Go. 

Which Shall We Have? 

A Teacher We Do Not Want. 
The Shadow in Our Schools. 
The Rep th. 
Reoruiting for Ohurch Institutions, 


ous Trap. 
Sunday-School Scholars. 
The Joys of the Sunday-School Boy, 


Woman and the Church, 


Woman's Path from Servitude to Freedom. 

Encouragement to Astray. 

Rt. Paul as a Member of the School Board. 

The Ohurch’s Use for Woman. 

A Contrast. f 

Worais' the Supporter of Preach P 
‘oman the Supporter o eacher and Pope; 

Helping the Church, PN 

The Ohurch’s Chief Support. 

When Womanhood Awakes. 


Painoa Nerviosa and His Reward from the 
Once Upon a Time a Donkey Kicked a Lion, 


Studies in Natural History. 
A Question for ‘Theological Ethnologists. 
Some Problems in Evolution. 
The Prototype of the Methodist Revival. 
Religion in Man and Instinct in the Brute. 


The Bible and Science, 


The Bible and Geology. 
The Bible and Geography. 


The Clergy and their Flocks, 


Shearing Time. 

The Olergy's Hold Upon the People. 

One of a Very Numerous Class. 

The Physician and the Flock, 

Duty to the Olergy. 

At Oonference Time. 

Work " "d Methodist Conference in New York 


n1 ° 
The Burden of the Oross. 
The ne aa ConcePtion of Clerical Priv- 
The Atk of the Lord. 
aympathizing With their Pastor. 
One Triumphant Saint. 
Obbpiaine in the Arm, and Navy, 
A Desirable Bargain. 5 


Piety in Our Penitentiarles. 
A Religious Procession. 


The Atonement Scheme, 


fue Atonement Doctrine. 
ractical A plioation of the Atonement, 
The Great 12 ay of Baptism. 
How to Get a Halo and a Harp. 
Divine Beneficence. 
The Tabernacles of the Lord—I. 
“ LI « LT] —]I 


A Few Victims of Divine Beneficence. 


Prayer. 


A Drouth in Oambridgo, III., in 1887. 
Our Father in Heaven. 
The Creeds, . 
What Is Ohristianity "^h. 
oe LI LL III. 
. gas Olamor of the Oreeds. 
ustaining the Oreeds. 
The Oreedal Fiddle. 
The Oreeds of the World. 
Ohristianity's Holy Family. ; 
Janus-faced Oreedalists. 
The Oreedalists and the Government—"Qur 
od, Our Country, and an Appropriation,” 


s a of the Past and Present. 
ponani o Before and Since the Oonquest. 


Missionaries. 
Hypocrisy of Christian Missionary Effort—I. 


It 
Ohristian Missionaries in India. 
Missionary Methods in the Ohurch of England. 
A Poor Rule That Doesn't Work Both Ways. 


‘The Lord's instruments. 


Religious Bule. 
Bible Doctrines and their Results. 
Biblical Temperance Statements, 


pplied. 
The Ohristian Scheme from Genesis to the 
.  Bynoptical Gospels, and the Practical Re- 


sults. 
The Authority of the Footpad. 
The Wisdom of Solomon. 
The Law and the Gospel Not the Same. 


Result of Faith at Findley, Ohio. 


Which Statements Shall We Be Damned for 
Disbelieving ? 
Irresponsibility of Obristians—Whence they 


Josus Paid It All. 
A Oandidate ^ Glory—An Old Sinner, but a 
New Saint, - 

fe e Tests for True Believers. - 
ollowing hrist. 

An Earnest Ohristian. 

A Trial of Faith. 

The Faults in Ohrigtian Mortality T. 
« "0€ « * nt. 
“ “ “ “u IV 
[T] “ “ “ y 2 


An Incident of a Bnow- storm, J anuary, 1889. 
Another Incident of Another Bnow-storm. 
n the Anxious Seat. 
ifferent Stories of an Alleged Occurrence. 
The Church and Slavery. 


The Ghost in the Methodist Ohurchyard. 


Priests in Politics, 


The Colossus of New York. 
The Political Oaliban and the ReligiousRogues. 


Ireland and the Church, 
A Oontribution to the Irish Question. 
The Churches in Ireland. à 
'The Gospel of Peace in Ireland. 
The Trouble With Pat. 


The Church's Idea of Civilization, | 


The Gallows One of Ohristian Civilization's 
4 Non 
What Rome Would Use to Civilize People. 


The Old Tiger and His Whelpe. 
The Ory of the Ohuroch, Dont Hurt Our 
Feelings.” 


Shake, Old Man; We're on the Same Lay 
(Tammany ward worker to Methodist min. 
isterial delegate). 


Persecutions by the Church, 


The Burning of Bruno. 

The Only Thing on Which the Recta Agree. 

An Unwslcome Pilgrimage. 

Shen riego ado the’ paye. 44 
uperstition the Same in aces and Ages. 

Banishment of Roger Williams. 

Oase of Dr. McGlynn--the Ohurch True to Her 


Record. 
Oasting Pearls Before Swine. 
The Bigotry of Ohurch and State. 


Some Allegories, 


The Genii who Preside Over the Road to 
Knowledge. 

The Three Graces of Infidelity. 

A Olerical Move, 

The Trinity that Ruled the World in the Dark 


ges. 
„Let the Ghosts Go.” 
The Race Between America’s Infidel Orator 
and England's Obristian Statesman. 
The Enemy and the Friend of Liberty, 
Roman Oatholic Pandora’s Box. 
Aa Bror e Nuneaton 
n Error in 1 avigation. 
The World Btill Moves. 


Heaven. 
On the Probation Plan.—Scene Outside of the 
Gates of the New Jerusalem. 
On tbe Probation Plan.—Scene Inside of the 
Gates of the New Jerusalem. 
Into Heaven via. Purgatory. 


Hell. " 
How to Make the Road to Salvation Plain. 
'The Glory of Election. 
The Amusement of the Saints in Heaven. 
A Clerical Surprise Party. . 
The Theologians and Bkeptios, 
The Devil’s Ocoupation Gone. 


Miscellaneous. 


Talmage's Petrified B'asphemer—A Religious 
Oampaign Story of '86. 
The Futility of Hitching Evolution to Ortho- 


doxy. 
The Evolution of a Sacrament. 
A Hint to Talmage, Sam Jones, et al. 
The Women's Ohristian Temperance Union's 


rusade. 
Tools of the Clerical Trade. 
The Modern Balaam. 


AUTHORITIES QUOTED: 


President John Adams, Robert C. Adams, D’Aubigne’s History of the Reformation, Athanasian Creed, Prof. H. G. Atkinson, Matthew Arnold, Lord Amberley, Account of 
the Irish Massacre, Cardinal Baronius, Cardinal Bellarmine, Byron, Senator Henry W. Blair, D. M. Bennett, H. W. Beecher, Burnett’s History of My Own Times, Annie Besant, 
Buck's Theological Dictionary, Buckle’s History of Civilization, Brooks Adams's Emancipation of Massachusetts, Governor Brownlow of Tennessee, J. M. Buckley, D.D., Charles 
Bradlaugh, Professor Buchner, Beauchamp, Prof. James Bryce, M.P., Edward Beecher, Bible Myths. A. Bierbower, M. Babcock. Council of Constance, Christian Statesman, Dr. 
Thomas Cooper, Rev. James Freeman Clarke, Dr. Carpenter, Christian Advocate, Catholic Review, Catholic World, rigid Fifty Years in the Church of Rome, Rev. Moncure D. 
Conway, Thomas Carlyle, Presbyterian Confession of Faith, The Chronicle of Perth, Jesus Christ, Congregational Creed, Prof. W. K. Clifford, Archbishop Corrigan, William Cobbeti 
on the Euglish Church, Catholic Union and Times, Chambers’s Cyclopedia, Cassius Clay, Prof. Theodore Dwight, Darwin, William Dentou, Dana’s Manual of Geology, Prof. Van 
Buren Denslow, Durham’s Commentarie Upon the Book of Revelation, Dowling’s History of Romanism, Diderot, Draper's Intellectual Development of Europe, Draper's Conflict 
Between Religion and Science, Chauncey M. Depew, Edward Everett, Emmons’s Volume of Sermons, Jonathan Edwards, Benjamin Franklin, San Francisco Freethought, Jas. Anthony 
Froude, Garibaldi, Guizot (French Historian), Gregory VII., President J. A. Garfield, President U. S. Grant, A. J. Grover, Boston Globe, Gamble, Helen H. Gardener, Matilda Joslyn 
Gage, Gibbon, Genesis, Rev. E. E. Guild, Gillespie’s Aaron's Rod Blossoming, Greg’s Creed of Christendom, Goethe. Cardinal Gibbons, Patrick Henry, Alvah Hovey, D.D., President 
Newton Theological Institution; D'Holbach. Victor Hugo, Dexter A. Hawkins, Ernst Haeckel, Hecker's Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages, Professor Huxley, Hutchinson's Exposi- 
tion of the Minor Prophets, Hobbes, Harper’s Weekly, Hallam's History of the Middle Ages, Ingersoll, President Thomas Jefferson, C. H. Jones, ed. Chris. Paper of Chicago; O. D. 
Jones in Am. Nonconformist, Kingsley’s Natural History, Abner Kneeland, Lecky’s Rationalism in Europe, Leo XIII. (Pope), Loyola, Lafayette, Henry Luttrell, Martin Luther, Locke, 
Macaulay, President Madison, President Monroe, Dean Milman, Milton, W. H. H. Murray, Dr. McGlynn, Hon. Stanley Matthews, of the U. 8. Supreme Court, Manu, Cardinal 
Manning, Maine's Ancient Law, Arthur B. Moss, Massachusetts Records, Morell’s History of Philosophy, Michelet, Moore, Missionary Herald, Mohammedan Emir to Bishop 
Crowther, John Stuart Mill, Wm. McDonnell’s Heathens of the Heath, Mackenzie’s History of the XIX Century, New Haven Colony Records, Neander, Church Historian ; Lord Neares. 
Nordau, Bishop O'Connor, Felix L. Oswald, Robert Dale Owen, Max O'Rell, People’s Cyclopedia, Pius IX. (Pope), Pius X. (Pope), Archbishop Paley, Parker Pillsbury, ie Paul, 
Thomas Paine, Plymouth Colony Records, Life of the Rev. Alexander Peden, Prescott (History), John Peck, Prof. Richard A. Proctor, Josiah Quincy, Edgar smarty w- tewari 
Ross (Saladin), Robertson, John E. Remsburg, Report of New York Cattolic Protectory, Rutherford's Religious Letters, Reade’s Martyrdom of Man, Report to House o ommon y 
Sheriff Allison of Glasgow, Renan, Archbishop Ryan, Robertson’s Survey of the State of Europe, E. A. Stevens, T. W. Smith (American Missionary), Dr. Schaff, Prof. E E B id 
in Union Theological Seminary, New York; Herbert Spencer, Dr. Josiah Strong, Schopenhauer, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Shakspere, Charles Stephenson, Leslie Step en, D an D 
Blenker, PercyBysshe Shelley, Strauss, A. C. Swinburne, TuE Teura SEEKER, New York Tablet (Roman Catholic), J. P. Thompson, Truth Seeker Annual, New 0 cw à 
New Englander, Taylor, Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, U. 8. Senate Reporta, U. 8. Senate Sunday Bi!ls, Upham’s Salem Witchcraft, Voltaire, Volney, Gilbert Vale, Rev. n 1 a dem ; 
Cardinal Wiseman, President George Washington, Walt Whitman, J. M. ^ heeler, Archbishop Whately, Dauiel Webster. Rev. John Wesley, Prof. Andrew Dai thaniel Re sis 
Memoirs of the Marquis of Montrose, John Wilson, M.A., Elizur Wright, Lieutenant Wood, U. S. N., J. G. Whittier, E. C. Walker in Bible Temperance, Nai el Ramsay 


Waters, W. W; Walker. 
NEARLY 400 PAGES, 12 INCHES BY 9 INCHES, BOUND IN BOARDS, WITH ILLUMINATED COVER, $2; IN CLOTH, GOLD STAMP, $2.50. 


Sent by Mail on Receipt of Price by THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


3818 


THER TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 1 e, 18913 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 
ALABAMA. 
Star News Depot, 2,008 2d ave., Birmingham. 
CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Ball & McCarter, 7 W. First st., Los Angeles. 
Edwards & McKnight, 12 W. Ist st., Los 
Angeles. 
Max News Stand, Ist & Main sts., Los Angeles. 
J. C. Scott, 22 Third st., San Francisco, Cal. 
Estate of 8. C. Blake, 503 Kearny st., San 
Francisco. [eisco. 
Richardson Bros., 213 Grant ave., San Fran- 
OANADA. 
T.C.Allen&Co.,124 Granville st., Halifax, N.S. 
Mrs. W. B. Cooke, 1701-2 Yongest., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
Thos. Moffatt, Orillia, Ont. 
R. W. Wheeler & Co., Hamilton, Ont. 


COLORADO. 
J. C. Richey, 207 Harrison ave., Leadville. 
FLORIDA 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 


Mrs. S. E. Ames, 169 Washington st., Chio»go. 
Post- office News Co., 103 Adams st., Chicago. 
G. E. Wilson, 314 8. State st, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
J. W. Howe, 48 S Halstead st. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis, 
Wm. E. Fa'r, South Bend, 
KANBAB. 
E. D. Sharpnack, Galena, Kan. 
LOUISIANA. 
Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., New Orleans. 
MAINE. 
N. G. Fessenden, 434 Congress st., Portland. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
Johnson Bro's 5 N. Main Bt., Fall River. 
A. M. Driscoll, 783 Front at., Worcester. 
MICHIGAN, 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, Woodbine Cottage, Coit ave., 
Grand Rapids. 
C. Holton & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
Horace Haynes, Leslie. 
MISSOUEI. 
Phillip Roeder, 822 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEW JERSEY. 
C. Schmidt, 69 Pacific st., Newark. 
J. G. Hunter, 66 Wickliff st., Newark. 
John Hossack, Danforth and Ocean ave., 
Jersey City. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Burnton & Co., 92 Fourth ave., New York. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
1155 Kelly, 1243 Third ave., New York. 
R. W. Turner, 349 4th ave., New York. 
E. Friedman, 72 Canal st., New York. 
H. Cohn, 320 West st., New Vork. 
Morris Ash, 120 Broadway, New York. 
George Gross, 1693 Broadway, New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 
J. H. Russell, Fulton & Nassau sts, 
J. Vanden Broeck, 897 Bleecker st., New York. 
New York News Co., 20 Beekman st., 
B. J. King. 179 So. Pearl st., Albany. 
E. C. Weidman, 126 State gt., Rochester. 
OHIO. 
John Jacques, Akron. 
N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 
W. Smith, 829 Superior st., Cleveland. 
Ben. Woods, 319 Chillicothe street, Porta- 
outh. (Cleveland. 
Larwood, Bartlett & Day, 259 Superior st., 
OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
H. Wilcox, Portland. 
W. Wedeken, Portland, Ore. 
PHNNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1108 Leopard st., Phila. 
J. A. Kirk. Du Bois. 
H. Heyne, 10:h and Market sts., Phila. 
Roman Staley, cor. Wood and 4th ave, 
Pittsburgh. 
BHODE ISLAND. 
Carr, 947 H gh st., Providence. 
H. J. Reilly, 418 High st., Providence. 
TENNESSEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
J. Jackson, Dallas. 
E. A. Andrea, 916 Main st., Dallas. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Balt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton, 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 
WASHINGTON TERRITORY, 
Rtine Bros., Walla Walla. 
Geo. Funk, 909 Pacific ave., Tacoma. 
C. B. Reynolds, Lock Box 5 Freemont. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 
C. Stocker, 29 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 
AUSTRALIA, 
Chas. H. Bamford, 190 Little Collins st., East 
Melbourne, Victoria. 
W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. 8. W. 
NEW ZEALAND. 
A. D. Willis, Wanganui. . 


,, Orieago. 


H. 
J. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 28 Cents, 


Force and Matter, 
Immortality of Matter, 


Se 
Keratine of Natural Innate- Id 


Tne Heavy: 
Periods r (T Oreation Froo Wi Will, 


Original Generation, 
Secular Generation, tions, 


Price $1.0. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00 


The Modem Science Essayist,| 7 


8. BOLAR AND PLANE 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 


New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 


N. Y., Jan. 91, 1890. 
The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRIOE, TEN OENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


FORCE AND MATTER; 


Principles of the Natura Order 


of the Universe, With a Sys- 
tem of Morality Based 
hereon, s 
Bx Proressogs LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 
CONTENTS: 


The Fitness of Things in 
Nature (Teleology), 


Immortality of Forces, Man, 

Infinity of Matte", Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 

a ion: Consciousness, 


at of the Soul, 
688, 
The Idea of God, 


1 0 of Natural Personal Continuance, 


AWB, RU ‘ore 
e Bon) of Brutes, 


of the Ea ora! 
dore aing Observa- 


Ten Cents Each. 
ii HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 
philosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 


2, OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN: His lifo, Worke, 


By Rev. Joux W. 
TARY EVOLUTION: 
y 


and influence. 


How suns and worlds come into being, 
Mr. GARBET P. SzRviss. 


4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: sane story of 


geology. By Dr. Lewis G.J. 


5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 


begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 


6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 


of zoological evolution. By Dr. BEITER 


RAYMOND. 


7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: His gagn antiq- 


nity, growth. By Prof. E. D. O 


8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 


velopment. By Dr. HohERT G. Eoorzs. 


9, EYOLUTION OF SOOIETY. By James A. BEIL- |: 


. BYOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SipNEY 
AMPSO 
. EA OF MORALS. By DR. Lewis 


7 PROOFB OF EVOLUTION. By NRTLISOx O. 

BHALL. 

» BYOLUTION AR BELATED TO BELIGIOUS 
UGHT. By Jomx W. Onapwi 


14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 


Hoyt NICHOLS., 


15. THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 


Cone OIVILIZATION. By Minor J. 
AVAGE 
Address THE TRUTHSEEKEB OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


ANEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER, 
itself doth call for instant 
remedy,” 


„ The shame 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 


Religion and Social Matters. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Bract Ratios in th 


Acquirement and Apportionment. 
By J. K. INGALLS. 


Price, Cloth, $1.00. 


Brain and the Bible. 


_ Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 

^ Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


Creed of Christendom. * 


Its Foundation. Contrasted with its  Superstructure, : 


By W. R. GREG. 
Complete in 1 vol., 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


WHICH : 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY? 


By Moses HULL (Spir. ) and 
REV. W. F. PARKER (Chris.). 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


HEBREW MYTHOLOCY; 


OR, 
Tbe Rationale of the Bible. 


Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only. 


By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 
8vo, 613pp., - — — - 


Faith and Reason. 
AOOOUNT OF THE 


Christian and All Prominent Religions Before : 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 
Books of the East. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


$2.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


Nature's Revelations of Character. 


Physiognomy Illustrated. 
By JosePH Simms, M.D. 


Individual traits indicated by the temperaments 
and features. 


260 woodcuts.  8vo, 650pp., cloth, $3; leather, 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


AMB:RLEY'S LIFE OF JeSUS. 


His Character and Doctrines, 
From the “ Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING 


Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of 
Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury befcre, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era. 


Full index, 446pp., ,- ES $1.50. 
THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 


Inquiry into the Claims of Biblical Inspiration 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion. 


By A. H. O'DONOGHUE. 
Price, . 


$1. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 
A Radical Novel of Marked Ability. 
BY FREDERIKA MAODONALD. 

404 pages. Price reduced to $1. 


AFEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 
AND 


OTHER BroGRAPHIOAL SKETOHES AND ESSAYS. 
By CHARLES BRADLAUGH,. 
With Portrait and Autobiography. 
Extra cloth, gold, back and side stamp, 12mo, 


200 PP., $1.25. 
MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 
By J. ALBERGER. 
376pp., $1. Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 
ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 
A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 

Price, cloth, 50 cents.. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 
By D. W. Hurt (Spir.). 
Price, — — 


ECONOMIC | EQUITIES: 
A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 


By J. K. INGALLS: 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 


“The Jews and their God stood on the lowes’ 
plane.” 


15 cents. 


Price, 10 cents. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE 
By F. R. Marvin. 
Price, 6 cents. 


l of bove books addre 
For all o) wae above, bo 1817 


H BER EKER 
28 Lafayette Pl., Red Vork. 


SISTER LUOY 
HER AWFUL DISCLOSURES. 


. As To New HALL Convent. 
And a Few Words on Auricular Confession, 
Price, 10 cents. 


-POSITIVIST CALENDAR. | 
Each day and month of the year being named 
after the great benefactors of the race, 

. whoge portraita:are given. In- 
: .. Btituted by Aug. Comtes ` 
Cards, 11114; printed on both sides, 25 conte on 
two cards, 85 cents. 


FALSE CLAIMS 


OF THE CHURCH. 
J. E. BEMSBURG. 
Price, 10 cents; per dozen, 75 cents. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE, 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 
fended, and Vnjoined by 
the Buble. 


By E. C. WALKER. 
10 cents. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 
A CowPEeND or tHe NATURAL, Laws oF 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
EXOHANGE. 

By J. K. IxGAILS. 

Price, 25 cents, 


Science and Theology. 
ANCIENT AND MODERN. 
By J. A. FROUDE. 
Price, * 


Ingersoll o on | McGlynn, 


80., 800, per dozen, $2 per 100. 


On the Labor Question. 
By R. G INGERSOLL. 

Price, 5 cents; 60-cents per doz.; $1 for 25. 
ROBT. G. INGERSOLL’S 
OPENING SPHEOH TO THE JURY 

in the suit of the , 
Baukers’ and Merchants’ Tele- 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 
| Price, 10 cents. 


THE STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 8 cents; 30 cents per dozen; 32 per 100. 
— — . ̃ ˖— — . 


THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, A ente! 80 « 8 cents ; 30 cents per dozen; $2 per 100. 


ens. 


IIs the God of Israel the True God? 


Narrative of the Five Books of Moses, Joshua, 
Indges, and the New. Testament. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Masonic Vindication af Right 
Protest AGAINST PERSEOUTION. 


By O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


MIRACLES 
MIRACLE- “WORKERS. 


-By JOHN PECK. 
Price, ° ° 10 cents. 


mE THE 
ORDER OF CREATION. 
A DISOUBBION BETWEEN 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
f LINTON, REVILLE. 
On the Conflict between: Genesis and Geology. 
12mo, 178 pages, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


„Our Father in Heaven." 


By OHAB. STEPHENSON, ; 
1cent; 50 cents per hundred; $8 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENOE 
AFTER DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. B, Sra. 

10 cents. 

WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS IN 
PLACE OF CHBISTIANITY. 
Bx B. F. Unprrwoop. 

Price, 10 cents. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO.. 
38 Lafayette PL, Now To 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 16, 1591. 3819 


RELIGION OF MAN THE Liberal Pleetings. 


es CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 
ETHICS OF SCIENCE. TEC — These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
BY who may be visiting the places where these socie- 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY 


ISSUED MONTHLY. . Crimes and Persecutions. 


j E. ; a 1 25 ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Subscription price, $3 per annum. ; HUDSON TUTTLE, Svo, 1,119pp. Cloth, $8; leather, #4; morocso, Freethought Booleties meeting regularly ean 
A Historical and Critical Review of the XN gilt edges, $4.50, advertised her 
No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. of Man. BY D. M. BENNETT Nav their Gone raed 92705 free by for- 
1. The Trath Seeker Annual a and Froethink- Cox ENTE: What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal! Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. ; — ht, aaaea e eee 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- lio Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent 28 Lafayette Place, New York. | The Manhattan Liberal Club. N.Y. 
dener copia iE eso eese see s tees 50 on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- r 
- 3. Age of Reason; ‘Thomas Paine. „ 25 joal Problem. Man's Fall, and the Christian Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o’clock, at Ger- 
4. Answers to Christian Questions. M. 2 hi 4 3 i man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect. 
Bennett.. .... 25 Soheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, uresand discussions, The public cordially invited. 
5. Christian Absurdities. John Peck. .. 20 Fate, Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- g Ol $ 0 die t eg $i RNa MIL Eth he 
6. Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire........ 10 | sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- The Newark Liberal League 
7. Ingersou’s Address on Bhakspere Cloth 89 lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. Meets every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock: at 


Paper 25 
OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 
Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 


issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R, G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
piris and a younger brother who were lott arent- 
OBB, with, id e money, fair education, and much 
courage,to make their way through the v world by 
f ing to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
he narrativis,in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience m the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted fo. 


The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Oharter of Rights. Duties and Obligations songis or the Morning. 212 pp.; cloth, 


of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of selectlons from the Poets: With Re- 

Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So. sponses; Including Pope's Essay on Man, 

ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self Onjture. Mar- hoth Responding Essay. 359 pp.; cloth, $1 25. 

riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. he Philosophy of evil. 11 gp.;|. 
5 cents. 


LOOKING BACK WARD nisi tmi Tig“ Goun otme” 
; a» seen in the Open Light. An Epio Poem. 
By E dward Bell amy, Seven books in one vol., 359 pp.; site $1.25. 

Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—rBoston let 


Liberal League H Hal, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
st,, Newark, Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Beats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch, 

124 Markot street. Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 7:30. Lecturer, debates, and disoun- 

sions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 


ident, HEN RX BrRD; Secretary, CORA BELLE 
FraaG. 


Brooklyn i Associa. 


Press Norroes or HUMAN Lire.” 

The New 2hought (Chicago) says: It is the best 
thing of the kind we ever saw. . . . To state the 
whole thing in the language of another, the fires 
book shows what a heaven is eoming on this eart. 
after it shall have passed through the ppd 
discipline, and the other books show what & he. 
of a time we have to get there.” 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 3 P.M., query 
Bunday. Lectures followed by discussion. 

form free. Charles Monholland, secretary, 248 


Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- Ch A (Ohesaning, Mich.) 8 — ——————————— 
of human life as we should ex y Colonel Inger- | ble social state greatly in advance of the present, 4 10 15 pei sublime poem ag ser f erfoot Philadelphia Liberal League 257 
soli to be interested in ; and whatever he admires 


The romantic narratyy: is rich in its forecast 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 
12mo, cloth; $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


of history in blank verge of the social and re Sions 
ruggles of our earth, and would be good reading 
for ose who have been interested in Looking 
Backward.” Describing Book 6 it says: This 
shaper will be found especially interesting to 


‘The ‘Phrenologicat Journal (New York) re ards it 
as equal to the great epics of a hundred years 
ago Or more 

r. Edward Bellamy, author of Looking 
Backward,” says: “Ihave read it with much ine 
terest. I am in entire sympathy with its spirit 
of boundless faith in human development." 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood sts., at 2:80 and 7:30 P. M, for lectures and 
free discussions on reli ious snd socis] nestions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson hand at cheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Ben semi-monthly first and third Sundays, at 2 
hall riends of human 
Satz alten: are invited. Minus HEIGHTON, Seo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


and appreciates is sure to be womb me attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


and Tumors CURED :. no knife: 
CANCER book free. Drs. GRATIGNY & DIX, 
No. 163 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 
; : 
Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com 


pared with Orthodox Christian- AN EXP Rey. R. Heber Newton says it is one of the | Of Aliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. ons Hifi deckel of Boston. considers ive style as | À days of each month at Independent Ohuroh, at 
3 an | Of the perversion of Ste hen Girard'sma; a , it the read- | 10:30 A.M. Free disoussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Secularism: Is It Founded on bequest tto P! ip hia by the Ohri . | caval to nition with the iret fine and keeps it | Subscriptions to TAE "TRUTH SEEXER and Investi. 
EMI NE NT. 0] owe |e Eee 
ick Pomeroy's Advance g : : 

Debate between the Editor of the Halifax on. “Tt contains much to benefit humanity.” Chicago Secular Union 
Evening Mast and i Charles, atta With Erota By Bion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. Address, S. O. W. BYINGTOR 2 905 Moots every Sunday evening, at 7: 380 PMs at 
ani D rincess Opera House. es gon street, 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by | Price $1. Address Tun TRUTH SEEKER. Leotures and debates. Strangers from abroad 


Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 


are welcome. 


l , S TTE : jvised 
A Reply, to Hatter Lambert's) What Would Follow New Edition, Revised and Enlarged, Mirwaukee, Wis. Liberal Club 
Pn fet = MEN, WOMEN & GODS. | doit, moonen evz Bondex enden t tt 


Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 


to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 


Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
hich Is the More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages.in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel ef. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents, 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Adres TEH TROTE BERKER, i 


Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at 
this office. Price, 50 cents. 


Effacemcnt of Christianity? by debates. The public cordially invited. 


BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents à copy; twelve copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Otber Stories 
or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 383pp., $1.25. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some pna laren ant Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Touth. The Only Free- 

thinkers’ Ohildren’s Btory-Book..ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller ; large |. 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4t0, 224pp., boards, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


Des Moines Seeular Union 


Holds s oar. meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
R.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
pire followed by discussion. Friends from 
&broad heartily welcome. 
FRANELIN STEINER, Pros. 


San Franeisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


AN EMBLEM OF 
Freedom, Progress, =a Reform. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every e at 7:30 p.m. in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Leot- 


rising Bun of Selen a and the day of Free-| ures, songs, and select read 


in con- 
the night 
ness of 
tion; and 
lizes the 
of the 
from the 
Bu persti- 


Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK MORSE, Cor. Seo. 


| supersti 
8ymbo 
evolution 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 
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Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- Price, 10 cents and small: er model, | hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover , 8 of solid NY gold.rich- | Science Leotures.—Freo quicusions. —Original 
Price, 10 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. eled in 5| and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
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Letter to the Rv. Dr. B. E, Burns, of Halifax, 

S, In this letter the folowing subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? . The pomtion of Agnosticism 
Toward Ohristianity. 3, Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. “Christ t and Heroism. 
6. Christianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
5 cents. 
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DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


Kennedy’s Medical Discov 
ery cures Horrid Old Sores, 
Deep Seated Ulcers of 40 
years standing, Inward Tu- 
mors, and every disease of 
the skin, except Thunder 
Humor, and Cancer that has 
taken root. Price, $1.50. 
Sold by every Druggist in 
the United States and Can- 
ada. 


ERY-SQUARE: | 


OR. 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. - 2 


This is the history of an attempt to found & 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just sufi- 
‘cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being bronght 
to his mind. x 

For sale at this office. Price. $1.00. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” The Real Biasphemers,’ ** Spir- f 
itualism Sustained,” ete., etc. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash. meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Boeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
Rigatest freedom accorded Ph ur motto, 

Universal Mental Nene Un ICE, Pres.; 
J. W. BELI, Vice - Pres.: mater SHEA, Sec. 
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Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Club, 


Meets every Sunday at Knightsof Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, a.m. visiting. Lib- 

erals invited to attend. COL. A. HAgRIS, Pres. 
Isaac S. Leg, Bec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York, 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 76 gents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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TRE LIBERAL HyYMN-Book contains songs 

b the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 

It ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 

Parton. Wright, Green, Underwood, Mra. Slenker, 

and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price, 
86 cents Address Tau TRUTH SEEKER Oc. . 
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The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, | tion—a POSITIVE OURE, as it matters not how 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render Be b oF A d Dos Tome: 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
| good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits.—{The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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diews of the Beek. 


A Carnozio agitator on schools, in urging 
state incorporation of parochial schools, par- 
ticularly because Protestants make the public 
schools proselyting institutions, cites.a Prot- 
estant clergvman who boasted that in twenty 
years 100 000 children hav been won by the 
agency of public schools from Catholicism to 


Protestan:ism. 


Sr. Lov; wil hav a 
$1 000,000 Catholic ca- 
thedral. - 


Toe German parlia- 
ment has refused medical 
license to women. 


BRAZIL has enacted 
that civ)] marriages pre- 
cede all religious ones. 


Iraty has prohibited 
taking ‘the Blessed 
Sacrament” through the 
streets in procession. 


A gTATUEOf Len XIII. 
has been shipped from 
Civita Vecchia for the 
Catholic University at 
Washington. 


BARON Hirsuis seeking 
in the Argentine Repub- 
lic suitable tracts for 
colonization by the Jews 
driven from Russia. 


FATHERS SZMEIGEL AND 
WXRIZ, of Pennsylvania, 
denounce the labor re- 
formers who are extort- 
ing the striking miners. 


BLAINE has remon- 
strated with Germany on 
the sending to America 
by the officials of a town 
a lunatic, pauper, and 
murderer. 


FarRER IGNATIOS, the 


GODS AND RELICIONS| Wo 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


Vol. I. Giva a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo, Kelle Vol. II. Describes all 
the Religions Systeme of the Wor:d. 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
3 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 

BY D. M. BENNETT. 
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Church of England 


mountebank. touring 
America, pushes his 
demand for Heber New- 
ton’s expulsion. 


TER Chilian rebels 
hav organized a govern- 
ment in the eight provinces they hav won. 


Tux latest of the pretended miraculous 
cures by Father Mollinger, of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
is that of a cancer on a New York woman, 
who received three blessings and a few 
simple herbs.” 


BieuoP Loveuri of Brooklyn has received 
from Italjans—“ presumably Catholics,” ad- 
mits a Catholic journal—a petition to dismiss 
Priest Ni- co of the Catholic Church of the 
Sacred Heart of. Mary and Jesus, who de- 
.nounced the Mafia. 


A NEW sect called the Anticipators has been 
staried in Pike county, Pa., by Zachariah 
Myers, a farmer. He says that one day last 
fall while he was plowing a cloud hove in 
front of him and from it a voice said: Be- 
fore the century closes the world will end and 
man shall be no more. Go tell thy people to 
prepare. Tell them not to wait an hour. 
There must be everlasting prayer. The world 
is wicked; it is reeking in its own corruption. 
There must be an end to all soon.” He 
hastened home and reported, and when 
neighbors who had heard the rumor applied 
for information he said, Before we go any 
farther we will organize a God-fearing con- 
gregation,” and siarted his sect, which has 
crippled neighboring churches. He says 
that al] will join his church before the end of 
the world, to be saved; and that first a ball 
of fire will fall and then the final conflagra- 


tion bein. 


Tux New Orleans grand jury has rendered 
a presentment denouncing the Mafia, censur- 
ing the jury that acquitied, and sanctioning 
lynch-rule thus: Law is truly regarded as 
the embodiment of the wisdom of all ages, 
and its just execution the safeguard of society 
by the punishment of transgressors. Its just 
execution expresses the will of the people in 
condemnation of crime, but where this lofty 
principle is condemned by the practice of 
assassination for revenge or spite, and con- 
Cealment under the most binding oaths ren- 
ders powerless the efforts of the law to reach 
the chief actors and to secure witnesses, it 
becomes the duty of the people in the exer- 
cise of their sovereign rights to issue their 
decree of condemnation.” The concluding 
words are: We hav referred to the large 
number of citizens participating in this dem- 
onstration, estimated by judges as from 6,000 
to 8000, as & spontaneous uprising of the 
people. The magnitude of this affair makes 
it a difficult task to fix the guilt upon any 
number of the participants—in fact, the act 
seemed to involve the entire people of the 
parish and city of New Orleans, so profuse is 
their sympathy and extended their connection 
with the affair. In view of these considera- 
tions the thorough examination of the subject 
has failed to disclose the necessary facts to 
justify this grand jury in presenting indict- 
ments.” 
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Gems of Ghought. 


TRR clergy hav the strongest interest in 
the depravaii»n of the human intellect. For 
the demand for their services as agents for 
the temporal aid of the deity altogerher de- : 
pends upon human ignorance and incapacity, 
and is exactly proportional to it.— Grote. : 


PnriLosoPHzRS hav no aggressiv tendencies. 
With eyes fixed on the noble goal to which 
they tend, they may, 
now and then. be stirred 
to momentary wrath by 
the unnecessary obstacles 
with which the ignorant 
or the malicious encum- 
ber, if they cannot bar 
the difficult path; but 
why sbould their souls 
be deeply vexed? The 
majesty of fact is on their 
side, and the elemental 
forces of nature are work- 
ing for them. Not a star 
comes to the meridian at 
its calculated time but 
testifies to the justness of 
their methods; their be- 
liefs are **one with the 
falling rain and with the 
growing corn.” By 
doubt they are estab- 
lished, and open inquiry 
is their bosom friend.— 
Hualey. 


mf 


| 


Ir is not by shirking 
difficulties that we can 
remove them or escape 
them; nor by evading 
the perplexing problems 
of life or speculation that 
we can hope to solve 
them; nor by saying, 
Hush! to every over- 
subtle questioner, that 
the question can be an. 
swered or the asker si- 
lenced. Men cannot go 
on forever living upon 
half-exploded shams, 
keeping obsolete laws 
with admittedly-false 
preambles on their stat. 
ute books, 1 
creeds only half credite 
and quite incredible, 
standing and sleeping on 
suspected or recognized 
volcanoes, erecting both their dwellings and 
their temples on ice, which the first dreaded 
rayo of sunlight they know must melt away. 
— Greg. ` 


Troveut is the agitation of the nerves.— 
JD Holbach. 


Tue mind is a voltaic pile giving shocks of 
thought.—Afil. 


ArL mental phenomena are simply trans- 
formed sensations.— Condillac. 


THE mind is physical, wholly material. 
The phenomenon of consciousness is the di- 
rect result of our organization.— Hobbes. 


WHATEVER & man may pray for, he prays 
fora miracle. Every prayer comes to this: 
„Great God. let twice two not make four."— 
Ivan Turguéntef. f 


Superstition, of whatever kind, whether 
earthly or divine, has hitherto been the 
weight which clogged man to earth and pre- 
vented his genius from soaring aloft amid its 
nativ skies. — Shelley. 


Every violation of truth is not only a sort 
of suicide in the liar, but is a stab at the 
health of human society. On the most prof- 
itable lie the course of events presently jays & 
destructiv tax.— Emerson. 


ALL hail to those bold and fearless natures 
—the heretics and innovators of the day— 
who, rousing men out of their lazy sleep, sound 
in their ears the tocsin and the clarion, and 
force them to come forth, that they may do 
battle for their creed! Of all evils, torpor is 
the most deadly. Giv us paradox, giv us 
error, giv us what you will, so that you save 
us from stagnation. It is the cold spirit of 
routine which is the nightshade of our nat- 
ure. It sits upon men like a blight, bluntin 
their faculties, withering their powers, an 
making them both unable and unwilling 
either to struggle for the truth or to figure to 
themselvs what it is that they really believe. 
— Buckle, , 


-Waar could the Holy Ghost hav been 
thinking of when he inspired that chapter 
(Num. xxxi]? If we were a friend of the 
Holy Ghost, we should be prepared to take 
the responsibility of striking out the thirty- 
two thousand virgins which he directed to be 

Iset aside for lechery. When we met the 
Ghost we should explain to him the liberty 
we had taken in expunging the thirty. first 
chapter of Numbers. This would be a much 
more honest course than the one his pious 
‘lackeys are taking, swearing by the Bible 
with this unspeekable impurity in it, and yet 
attempting to preach the people up to a 
standard of purity. To preach against the 
ruining of maidens is to preach right in the 
teeth of the Holy Ghost, as long as the thirty- 
first chapter of Numbers is recognized as an 
integral part of ‘‘ the word of God.” Saladin. 
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lotes and Qippings. 


Mes. Annie Besant, W. Q. Judge, and 
Colonel Olcott are to get together in London 
and reorganize the Order of Theosophists. 


A Bosron preacher came out boldly and 
said he not only liked good beer but must 
hav it to drink. His congregation did not 
threaten to burn him for a heretic, but ad- 
vanced his salary $180 a year—a sort of gen- 
teel invitation to him to invite his soul with 
the amber fluid and good luck to him. 


Tuz people of Australia are reported to be 
hostil to the project of sending large bodies 
of Russian Jews to their country, which 
Baron Hirsch was said to hav entertained. 
The baron himself, however, now declares 
that the Jewish refugees from Russia are to 
be sent, not to Australia or to the United 
States, but to the Argentine Republic. 


Tue Presbytery of New York has decided 
to try the Rev. Dr. Briggs on a charge of 
heresy. Dr. Briggs, it is announced, will 
appeal to thesynod. And the beautiful little 
Episcopal quarrel, says the Recorder, that 
has just come to an end by the departure of 
Father Ignatius bids fair to.be succeeded by 
& Calvinistic bear-garden among the Presby- 
terians. 


Tue Rev. M. J. Darcy, of Lockport, was so 
incensed at a five-year-old girl who put her 
tongue out at him as he drove past her fa- 
ther’s house that he chased the child into 
the house and struck her several times with 
his whip. He was arrested therefor and 
"was convicted of assault, the court having 


no confidence in the clergyman's plea that 
he did it to teach the child better manners.” 


Ir the stories told by Mr. Thomas Maddern, 
of Tonganoxie, who has just returned from 
Port Natal and the interior of Africa, are 
true, the influence of Mr. Stanley and mis- 
sionaries hav had bad effect in the Dark Con- 
tinent. Mr. Maddern says Mr. Stanley has 
exaggerated many things and that the mis- 
sionaries do more harm than good. He says 
the nativs are converted from happy, frugal, 
abstemious heathens into discontented bum- 
mers and lazy, drunken vagabonds. When 
the Kaffirs get religion, he says, they brood 
over it and consider only its spiritual side. 


Ir our orthodox friends, says the Unitarian 
organ Unity, do not succeed in carrying their 
point about closing the Columbian Exposi- 
tion on Sunday, it will not be for lack of 
early attention to the subject and ceaseless 
industry. The Independent publishes in a 
late issue a symposium of opinions gathered 
from a hundred bishops, Roman and Protest- 
ant. Among the thirteen in favor of keeping 
the great Fair open seven days in the week, 
it is worth noting the large proportion of 
known names of Roman Catholics and others 
presumably so. The spirit of Puritan rule 
and disciplin dies hard among its Protestant 
descendants, even of this free and progressiv 
age. 


“I HAD rather a remarkable experience 
while I was chaplain in the army,” remarked 
one of the ministers at the pastors’ union at 
Cleveland. What was it?” I had been 
working and talking to the boys about gam- 
bling, and they finally turned all the cards in 
the camp over to me. The next day, they 


were paid off. The following day I was pass- 
ing out and saw a blanket spread out with 
two lumps of sugar on one corner, and about 
half the money in the camp spread out." 
„What were they doing?“ They were bet- 
ting on which lump of sugar a fly would 
first light, and all the money on the blanket 
changed hands on the result.“ What did 
you say to the boys?" “I said: ' Here, 
boys, come get your cards.“ 


FATHER Lamsine gave advice to the strik- 
ers in the Scottsdale, Pa., coke region the 
other Sunday. Speaking from the pulpit, he 
said: “Iam not addressing or advising the 
strikers. They, or their leaders, hav joined 
hands with anarchial Socialists, who pre- 
fer the red flag of riot to the Stars and 
Stripes of law and order. I am speaking to 
Catholics, whose temporal and eternal welfare 
would be in better condition had my advice 
been followed. I say, ‘Go to work upon 
the conditions offered. There will be few 
good men in the region when the strike is 
over, and they will be in demand at a pre. 
mium.’” He pictured how, if they remained 
out of work, they would be evicted from 
their homes and compelled to take their 
families to liv in tents, at the peril of their 
health and morals. 


ONE of the propositions for disposing of 
ex.Senator Blair of New Hampshire is to 
make him commissioner of immigration. 
This is an office, says the Sun, which Blair 
can giv good reason for refusing to take. 
When it was created in March last, through 
the passage of the new immigration act, Con. 
gress failed, through an oversight, to make 
any appropriation for the salary of its incum- 


bent. How could Mr. Blair wait for his sal- 
ary till the next Congress assembles and 
makes provision for its payment? Further- 
more, the commissioner’s salary, as estab- 
lished by the act, is small; it is only $4,000 
a year. Under the circumstances, it cannot 
be supposed that President Harrison will 
further wound Mr. Blair’s already wounded 
feelings by offering him the office of com- 
missioner of immigration. 


Jews are not admitted into the vast body 
of the Russian empire, but only into about 
seven provinces in the west and southwest. 
In 8t. Petersburg only Jews who are mer- 
chants of the first guild and possessing cer- 
tain large amounts of wealth are admitted, 
and also under great restrictions members of 
some of the learned professions, and also un- 
der great restrictions mechanics, who are not 
permitted to trade, but merely to repair. 
When it is known that as soon as the children 
of these people attain to the age of twenty- 
one years they must either leave or are thrown 
into prison, it is no wonder that such a large 
proportion of the inmates of the prisons were 
found by a late anti-Jewish correspondent to 
be Jews. In Moscow about five years ago a 
Hebrew synagog was closed by the gov- 
ernment for no other reason than that it was 
too magnificent and too beautiful to be used 
by Jews, and the Jews were compelled to 
desert it and permit it to be closed. Even in 
Western Russia, where the Jews are per- 
mitted to liv, the Jews may not even build 
and endow a charitable institution such as a 
hospital, without providing for a superin- 
tendent who is a member of the Russian 
church, and whose salary must be paid by 
the Jews. 


Communications. 


Jehovian Christianity. 


I hav noticed that orthodox Christians may be 
divided into four classes, viz, 1. Those who are 
tickled to contemplate & future existence of eternal 
torment for their enemies. 2. Those who care noth- 
ing for the sfter-desth welfere of unbelievers, being 
solely enraptured with their own prospects. 3. 
Those who dislike to think of the terrible tcriure 
awaiting the impenitent. 4. They whose lives are 
embittered by the thought of relatives, friends, or 
even savages among the destined to everlasting un- 
endurable agony. My appeal is to clases three and 
four. Those of the other divisions need infant edu- 
cation. - 

So long as God refrains from showing himself, 
herself, or itself, and refuses to restore life to the 
dead, there will be doubt. 


A few centuries since all Christians were positivly. 


sure of “beyond the tomb” future. They knew 
little of nature; but of a life following death their 
knowledge was immense. They knew the little life 
of man on earth was insignificantly incomplete com- 
pared with eternity. They knew it was far better to 
protect souls than to defend bodies. They hesitated 
nob to take the life of heretic or unbeliever. Their 
duty was plain to understand. Better one dissent- 
ing voice silenesd forever, than lambs enchanted 
from the “fold of Obrist.“ They were honest cer- 
tainly. With inconceivable ignorance of nature’s 
laws, they regarded all phenomens instantaneously 
created relativ to themselvs. Taey burnt, they hanged, 
they invented all manner of devilish devices to tort- 
ure and betray honesty; and s!so decided for us 
whether it is or is not divine, the Christian Bible. 
Those ignoramuses were sincere, but a trifle too ig- 
norant for me to wholly rely on for my religion. Ii 
they were mistaken concerning the ordinary operation 
of nature, why could they not also hav formed errone 
ous opinions of religion? It has generally been sup- 
posed that Moses —a murderer—Solomon—a polyg- 
&mist—David—a criminal syphilitic—and some others 
equally disreputable are authors of important parts 
of the Bible. If this book is inspired, the men who 
wrote if, and also those who decided thus, must cer- 
tainly themselvs hav been inspired. Ii they were in- 
spired by God in one affair, why were they not in- 
pired in matters other than spiritual? Why were 
ey, not inspired with sense of decancy? Of jus- 
ice? 

Daring tho third, fourth, fifth, and six!h centuries 
after Christ there existed a lot of alleged true ac- 
counta of his life, other than what we now hav in the 
New Testament. In these centuries the bishops and 
daddies of the church were exceedingly puzzled to 
ascertain whioh were the proper and which the im- 
proper biographies and gospels of Jesus. One 
Scripture was apparently as godly as another, and it 
was not until after numerous councils hed occurred 


that the early Christ adorers determined near pre- 


cisenees the acts of their adored one, and this hun- 
dreds of years after his serial voyage to heaven. 
These councils were mostiy not attended by the 
spirit of Christ, as shown “cn the mount," but were 
the scene of bigoted jealousy, quarrels with sword, 
and religious abuse. In the words of D. M. Bennett 
(0 determin what the nineteenth century Christian 
Should believe), “on one cceasion the matter was 
put to a vote of the frenzied fanatics. Some gospels 
were voted up and some down. The gospel of Si. 
Mery, the infancy of Jesus, the gospel of St. Barna- 
bas, the gospel of St. Bartholomew, the gospel of 
St. Hermas, and a number of others were voted down, 
while those of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John were 
voted up and pronounced divine, though Luke was 
barely admitted, having a majority of a single vote.” 
Now, if they had tied on Luke, how would that bav 
exhibited inspiration in voting? Of course, as it hap- 
pened, the majority were inspired. Were the minor- 
ity uninspired, and why? If Jesus was, and did as 
claimed, if can only seam that carelessness was in 
his make-up, for otherwise would he not hav seen that 
faturity had a record of his existence and gospel, the 
correctness of which was nob guaranteed by the bal- 
lots of bigots? : 

Thomas Paine has been deceased less than a cent- 
ury, and during this time a multitude of corflicting 
stories about him hav been circulated, which are now 
believed and denied. Suppose the voters of this 
country ballot to see which are true and which are 
false accounts of Paine's life; how ludicrous even 
Christians would regard such decision. Yet they 
accept as true the alleged life of one who never au- 
thorized it, or wrote a word concerning himself or 
anyone else ; told by contradictions in the New Tes- 
tament, and its genuinness decided by votes cast 
by men of less intellect than many of the occupants 
of our insane retreats. Our savior had said “it is 
finished " nearly six hundred years before the primi. 
tiv Christians ceased growling about God's word as 
contained in bis New Testament. Certainly Jesus 
did not mean the New Testament was finished, but 
with what consistence was this utterance when he 
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knew future generations, believing not in him, would 
go to hel), and that plenty of contrary reports about 
him would be made, the merits of which would re- 
main unsettled for centuries? Why did not Christ, 
if his career was necessary for futurity to be fully 
aware of, write bimself or dictate his gospels? None 
of the four sre known to hav been in existence in 
manuscript until at least one hundred and fifty years 
after he is said to hav lived. Why did not Christ, if 
it is necessary for us of to-day to believe he was 
God, invent the phonograph, and talk his gospel to 
it, thus furnishing sbundant evidence of his divinity ? 
No, this could not be. The Bible had to be voted 
true, while an uninspired Infidel—-Thomas Edison 
was decreed to invent this instrument. The fact 


that for centuries the Catholic church monopolized 


possession of the New Testament should convince 
intelligence that the subjsct of inspiration ought to 
be carefully investigated. Sixteen hundred years 
after the reputed birth of Ohrist there was consid. 
erable doubt about the authenticity of several bocks 
of the so called God’s New Testament. Then, Mar- 
tin Luthér—with great, unusual sense—discarded the 
book of lunacy—Ravelation—the book of Jude, the 
epistles to the Hebrews, and questioned the genuin- 
ness of others. To-day many eminent professed 
Ohristians doubt the genuinness cf some of these 
books, in whole or part, and nothing is truer than 
that for “our particuler superstition” we rely on 
fathers of the church who are noted chiefly for their 
credulous ignorance. 

The past witnesses an age of wonderful wisdom of 
futurity. The present is one cf almost peaceful 
doubt. The past was most assuredly an ignorani 
sffair compared with now. In the gloomy years, 
dead religiously beyond resurrection, spiritual mat 
ters were rigidly attended to. The soul first and 
the. body efterward, was once the Ohristian’s motto. 
Only by strictly observing that maxim can one be s 
consistent Christian. Of what importance is this 
life paralleled with s life of never-terminating joy? 
A real believer should “take no thought for the mor- 
row" and should pass all leisure time in seeking to 
save souls from hell. To be s non-absurd Obristian 


one should eat and drink only jus$ enough to keep: 


living. One should not spend a single cent for 
superfluities. One should labor for pay only svffi 
cient to supply one’s modest Obristian wants, and 
the remainder of one's time should surely ba de- 
voted to the cause of Ohrist "—thst is, saving souls 
from everlasting flames. One whose mind is shackled 
by the infamous dogma of eternal punishment really 
should do as is claimed consistent with, yea, despot- 
ically necessary to, & Christian. Do you find such 
Christians? Do we see men with tears in eyes be 
seeching us “escape ihe wrath to come?” Do we 
meet in the street implorers for “God’s mercy on 
us?" Little of the kind is discovered. Yet only s 
few short centuries ago almost nothing else was done. 
In those splendid days, Hell, hell, fire, fire,” was 
the cry. Brimstone was burnt under the roses of 
offending children to remind them of the venomous 
vexation of a most merciful meker. In those happy 
times the parson’s sermon ever was illuminated with 
the flames of hell How is it to-day? To-day be- 
lievers are not only “ashamed of Jesus” to the ex- 
tent cf failing to light the fires of hell before the un- 
repenting, but they sre also rather shy about dis- 
coursing on this imaginary “fiery furnace to 
fallow- believers. 

Most people arrive at the sonclusion, after philo- 
sophical reading and reflection, that the future of 
man ahead of release of life is undiscoverable, that 
this life is the one to enjoy, and that“ happiness is 
the reward of good deeds alone.” We hav ascer- 
tained that man, by knowing nature, can invariably 
prophesy correctly of earthly futurity. We know 
fire burns, and that water will quench flames. We 
know the swmall-pox kills, aud that vaccination will 


prevent this dreadful malady. The bite of a mad 


dog is no more a death-warrant, for Pasteur—an In- 
fidel—can prevent the hydrophobia. 

We believe nature can be so completely controled 
that the time may be when every human on the globe 
need know not what feerful suffering is. We can 
only aim at this desirable state by carefully studying 
nature. Not in Bibles or religious creeds is found a 
nucleus for the grand reform. Let every individual 
realize that all is the result of causes, and that all 
will become causes, and in time a happy, prosperous 
people will everywhere be found without visiting 
heaven. 

Infidels are perfectly satisfied that only by reliev- 
ing man of his superstitious fears can paradise on 
earth be for all. “ While there is one sad and break- 
ing heart in the universe, no perfectly good being 
can be perfectly happy.” And why should some 
survive in luxuriance, while others dwell in pain? 
It need not be. The churches should be turned 
into places of discussion and material instruction. 
Let the parson teach hygiene, discarding theologie 
medicin.. Let him tell how to attain comfort on 
earth, and not how fo evade the awful anger of a 
charitable creator. Instead of telling Mr. Rich how 
he in heaven ean blissful be, let the clergyman in- 
form Johnny Poor how he, after making Mr. Rich's 
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riches, can be as rich as Mr. Rich. Let the minister 
cease to boast of the Holy Ghost and insist on clean- 
liness—justice first and godliness next. The time is 
near when the dirty laborers will all see, understand, 
end obtain their rights. 

It seems to me no church can be Ohristian—one 


interpretation—that refuses Infidels the privilege of 


entering its pulpit for the purpose of attempting to 
show the falseness of its dogmas. This would be 
loving enemies with unheard-of Christian 2fiection, 
yet it is fair to say Jesus himself would not refuse 
to hearken unto the argument of Infidels. How can 
you love an enemy to whom you refuse to listen? 
Beware of reason, for it parts you from your faith. 

A pastor visits members of its flock, and of course 
is received with a loving, Christisn spirit. Ohristian 
sheep are saints angelic in the presence of priests. 
If the pastor really wishes to know the exact effect of 
his religion in humauizing the genus homo, let him 
masquerade as an Irfide', and openly proclaim unbelief 
in the presence of Christian lambs. Why? “On! it 
is better to leave a house of prostitution undisturbed 
than to respect an Infidels religious opinion. It is 
more Obristlike to license the rum curse than to 
listen to Infidel arguments. Yes, anything is better 
than to allow Infidels privileges. Ob, yes. But we 
like to hav Infidels vote for us.. We always employ 
the best physician, even if he is an Infidel. When 
our lives are slipping from us, or rather when our 
souls hay concluded to emigrate to that ‘ happy 
lend,’ we never disclose aversion if an Infidel doctor 
feels cur pulse and attempts to retard the inevitable. 
We dislike not in the least to make a dollar in bar- 
gain with an unbeliever ; but when he trys with the 
decoy of reason to rob us of our faith, we protest. 
Our kind ured to years ago protest pretty greatly. 
Nowadays we are not allowed to protest so hard as 
some of use desire. However, Christianity is the 
‘game yesterday, to-day, and forever.“ 

There are other religions in this world at present. 
Compared with Buddhism, Christianity is merely a 
side.show. To-day Buddha has over four hundred 
million followers. While the history of the propa- 
gation of Ohristisnity is a borrible one of bloody 
crime, that of Buddhism is bloodless. Buddha was 
one cf the wisest tenchers, one of the purest men, 
and nearest à just god thie earth has ever produced, 
or heaven gent. The same as Obrist, Buddha is said 
to hav been miraculously born. His doctrine are in 
many particulars superior to those of Jehovah. His 
commands compare favorably with those of our God. 
They are as follows for men: 1. Do not kill; 2. Do 
not steal; 3. Do not commit adultery; 4. Do not 
lie; 5 Do not become intoxicated. : 

Now, our God, in piace of forbidding intoxication, 
as did Buddha, said, “Giv strong drink unto him 
that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be 
of heavy hearts. Let him drink and forget his pov- 
erty and remember his misery no more.” Our God 
said, * Wine that meketh glad the heart of man.” 
He also said, “ Wine which cheereth God.” Could 
not the Obristian temperance folks find more conso- 
lation in Buddhism than in their Bible? This noble 
religion began 500 B. o., end does not insult us with 
as much nonsense as Christianity. : 

Brahminism is another supernatural religion 
which, although it is somewhat more foolish than 
Christianity, numbers its victims one hundred and 
fifty million at present. These devotionists also hav 
“sacred seriptureg"— Hindoo—which were inspired 
centuries prior to the time when Moses penned his 
first mistake. These “scriptures” are a clear antici- 
pation of the Christian religion. They specify the 
doctrin of the trinity-—-Brahma the creator, Vishnu 
the preserver, Siva the destroyer. They allege that 
gods could hay intercourse with virgins and produce 
progeny half human end half divine. They institute 
the belief in Christne, s supposed incarnate son of 
God, who led a faultless life, performed miracles, 
raised the dead, had dizciples whose feet-he washed, 
and who was at last erncified on a tree near the river 
Ganges. The savior Christna was believed in five 
hundred years before Jesus saved a sinner by dying 
on across. The analogy between these redeemers, 
Ohristns and Christ, evidently evinces that Jehovian 
Christianity is a second-hand thing. It is curious 
God's “scheme of salvation” is so identical with one 
gotten up by the heathen centuries before Christ. 
In the matter cf God’s generosity is there no room 
for invention? Was the great Jehovah absolutely 
obliged to adopt a heathen plan? 

Few Obristians are aware that in America years 
before Ohrist & savior was butchered to appease 
God's wrath. “Historical authority relativ to the 
crucifixion of the Mexican god, Quexaleote, and his 
execution upon the cross, 587 Bo, as a propitiatory 
sacrifice for the sins of mankind, is explicit, une- 
quivocal, and ineffaceable. The evidence is tangible 
snd indelibly engraven upon steel and metal plates. 
One of these plates represents him as having been 
crucified on a mountain. Another represents him as 
having been crucified in the heavens, as St. Justin 
tells us Christ was. According to another writer, 
he is sometimes represented as having been nailed 
to a cross, and by other accounts as hanging with a 
cross in his hand. The “Mexican Antiquities” (vol. 
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vi, p. 166) says: “Quexaicote is represented in the 
paintings of Codex Borgianus’ as nailed to the 
cross. Sometimes two thieves are represented as 
having been crucified with him. That the advent of 
this crucified savior and Mexican god was long ante- 
rior to the era of Ohrist is admitted by Christian 
writers. In the work above mentioned, Ooder 
Borgianus, may be found the account, not only of his 
crucifixion, but of his death, burial, descent into hell, 
and resurrection on the third day. And another 
Work, entitled Codex Vaticanus, contains the story 
of his immaculate birth by a virgin mother. Many 
other incidents are found related of him in his sgered 
biography, in which we find the most striking coun- 
terparis to the move modern gospel story of Jesus 
Christ, such as his forty days’ temptation and fasting, 
his riding on an sss, his purification in the temple, 
hia baptism and regeneration by water, his forgiving 
of sins, being anointed with oil,” ete. (Graves, The 
World's Sixteen Crucified Saviors, pp. 109, 110). Is 
it possible Satan superintendsd establishing the relig- 
ion of Quexaleote? If our Bible is true of course 
God did not, miraculously or otherwise, originate 
this ancient Mexican Christianity. Therefore it 
must hav been the devils job. It seems Satan is 
forever getting the best of God and continually 
knocking the chip off his shoulder. The landlord of 


hell through Eve first helped us to knowledge, and 


also promulgated the Obristian religion in both hem 
ispheres ahead of his opponent. What does human. 
ity need more than wisdom and Ohristienity ? Will 
mankind in masa ever realize that if our Bible is true 
our God is a duncs? If it were not for the very 


valuable service rendered Jehovsh by the priests f 


and ministers, I: fear the evil one would quickly 
obtain control cf the universe and toss Jehovah 
through the “windows of heaven” into the “ fourt- 
ain of the great deep.” 

In the United States bo doubt the holy origin of 
any worship except Obristianity is a commendable 
act, but to reveal a candid opposing view of this su- 
perstition is a fearful wickedness. He becomes a 
victim of malice who assaults popularity, entices the 
hisses of hypocrisy, is the foe of blackguardism, 
and for recompense can only admire his own con- 
science. Formerly the issue of this essay would ser- 
tence the writer to imprisonment in the great un- 
known, the key of whichis death. Such would hav 
been the sequence in the doleful days when people 
were Jehovian Christians. 

I suppose my writing will be condemned by those 
who when struck “turn the other cheek also.” I 
know many of the arguments are old unanswered 
ones. I admit being satirical, as the subject can, 
not be justly treated otherwise. The least whisper 
against the divinity of Ohrist is by his foolish fol- 
lowers considered a terrible sin. Therefore I shall 
whisper loud. The reader will find no trace of timid- 
ity in this essay, and if you cannot bear to hear an 
opinion contrary to your own of Jesus Christ you 
had better quit reading at once. 

I deny sppealing to the vulgar. The needless is 
the only vulgar. I freely confess I see no earthly 
necessity for popes, priests, parsons, and Testaments 
as they now are. I hav no great enmity toward 
anyone. I wish to help rid the world of the expen- 
siv, unnecessary priests and believers in s God who 
burns in fire forever an innocent mortal whose only 
crime is not believing what he cannot. The regular 
hell-fire Christians are like the buffalo. If Oatholics 
are truth-tellers, such believers are not numerous 
even in their church. Certainly the creeds of ortho- 
doxy, and also God's latest Testament, distinctly set 
forth the damnable divine doctrin of “ everlasting 
fire.” How many believe it? The few who really 
do we fain would crucify on reason’s cross. 

Publishing thoughts is becoming a candidate for 
unconcealed eritieism. And if Rev. Da Witt Tal- 
mage, after reading this attack on his cherished par- 
ticular nonsense, which will be contained in this 
worthy paper for several issues, concludes to attempt 
to disprove the logic, or even to pray for the author, 
let him do either openly in the columns of Tux 
Trura Seeker, and not in his closet (Tabernacle). 

Epwm N. Bzxonxs, 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
— — UU — — 


Ecclesiastical vs. Civil Authority. 


Eeolesiastieal authority is now being tried before 
the bar of civil justice by that veteran pleader, 
Parker Pillsbury. He makes an able defense on be- 
half of humanity in general, and woman in particular, 
and mentions the fact in strong terms that God is 
about to be, if he is not already, enthroned in the 
Constitution of the United States, while man and 
. woman are, or will be made, to abdicate. He dis- 
poses of the woman question in a manner to cheer 
the hearts of all noble emancipators, and his logical 
conclusions will bring pallor to the cheek of every 
priest. If the women who are dominated by priestly 
rule (and their numbers are legion, but they are not 
aware of it) would read this little brochure with un- 
prejudiced eyes, What sn awakening there would be! 
He is terse and concise but never arrogant or aus- 
tere, entertaining and dignified without being stilted. 


a 
Emily Bouton on the Author of “Is This Your 


the following entertaining facts about the brave, 
bold little woman who in her recent novel, "Is This 
Your Son, My Lord?” has crested such a genuin 
sensation by ber fearless unmasking of conventional 
immorality and hypoerisy. 


reputation by long-continued and excellent work, or 
by some sudden and brilliant stroke of genius, always 


They want to know just how this wonderful woman 
—if it be a woman—carries herself; what is the 
color of her hair, her eyes; who were her father and 
mother, her grsndparents, and where is her home— 
in short, every minutest bit of information is greed. 
ily gathered in order to bring up a complete picture 


Lord?" and all sorts of paragraphs hav been going 


Son, My Lord?" is about thirty years old, and is described 


well-rounded proportions, with an intellectual face, deep 
brown eyes, full red lips, and high, broad forehead. She is 


views. 


quoted, is, I think, very nearly correct. 


of gold ore from a miner in New Mexico; a live horned toad 


This came from Cleveland, O., and if I knew how to reach 
the woman who sent it, I should certainly send her some per- 
sonal message; but since I do not, I hope I may reach her 
this way and make her understand how deeply that little 
message of hers and her signature touched me. The letters 
I get from women are worth working hard for. They repay 
me for all I may do, for they are chiefly from those who 
need help, and who feelthat I hav given it to them. "The 
lettera I get from men are chiefly from scientific, thoughtful 
men; men who are engaged upon the problema of life in one 
field or another. They are, as a rule, from calm, earnest, 
studious men, many of them well known in their fields of 
thought. But the women who write are chiefly mothers 
who cry out with wild, passionate protest, or with tearful 
inquiry. I wish that I might reply to all; but if I did so, I 
should do nothing else—my time and strength would all be 
consumed. It is for this reason that I should like to say 
through the press that each and all of these letters and evi- 
dences of interest and confidence are not only appreciated 
by me, but they are helpful and stimulating as well, and I 
hope my seeming neglect will pain no one, and wili be un- 
derstood, not as an unkindness, but simply as what it is— 
necessity. : 


I take him to be the sort of a man to whom, when 

he chooses to speak, people are ready to listen, cer- 

tain of hearing something. All I can say will giv 

no idea of the book, and you must read it for your- 

selvs. The women should read it by all means, every 

one of them. Mary Barm FINO. 
Clearwater, Neb. 


Son, My Lord?” 
Emily S. Bouton, in the Toledo Blade, publishes 


The personality of an author who has won a wide 


becomes of interest to the great world of readers. Helen Gardener has a future before her, we de- 


voutly hope and believe, in which she may, with 
strong, fearless grasp, handle the evils that eat into 
the heart of a people and bring, unless checked, their 
glory low in the dust. Everything that she has writ- 
ten shows the keen perceptions of a pure woman who 
has the courage to do battle for what she believes to 
be right. She bas the literary gift of so choosing 
her words that they strike home, and hence cannot 
fail of their ultimate purpose. Emmy S. Bovron: 


— . —————— 


Is Young Kaiser William a Friend to the 
Devil? 


From the Recorder. 


The emperor of Germany's latest reform meas- 
ure is a decided improvement on those which pre- 
ceded it, but nevertheless it has caused much grief 
end indignation to the persons to whom it specially 
applies. He has ordered the court chaplains to cut 
down the length of their sermons. Hereafter, no 
matter what may be the occasion, no sermon by any 
of these learned and eloquent divines musi occupy 
more than fifteen minutes in the delivery of it. 

This is a terrible and radical reform. Questions 
of divinity and scholarship are continually coming to 
the fore in Germany and need to be discussed from 
the sacred desk. Strauss has still to be confuted, 
though the famous Tübingen professor has been in 
his grave for several years. Feuerbach and Bruno 
Baur must be met and knocked down from the pul- 
pit, though they, too, are slumbering in the cold 
and silent tomb. Renan still livs and writes his he- 
retical essays, and it is necessary for the well-being 
of the flock that his Atheistical rubbish shall be 
swept away with a high and mighty ministerial hand. 
Infidelity is rife all over Germany, and Dr. Büchner, 
who is a Materialist of the deepest dye, has hosts of 
followers, while such men as Helmholtz are turning 
the minds of men away from spiritual things to those 
which concern only the senses. In short, Germany 
is in a very bad way so far as religion is concerned. 
How is the evil to be met and overthrown ? 

The emperor says that fifteen minutes of disserta- 
tion on the part of court chaplains is a time long 
enough in which to meet the adversary of souls and 
lay him low. The court chaplains and the orthodox 
generally say that this ig a most abominable error, 
for they believe, and not without reason, that the 
devil cannot be downed in less than an hour or two. 
He has the prestige of long years, during which his 
ability has steadily increased instead of diminish- 
ing. Age can not wither him, nor custom stale his 
infinit variety. He is to-day more wily and alert 
than he was when he attacked the human race in its 
earliest infancy and poisoned if through the device 
of the applein Eden. He goes around like a roaring 
lion and gobbles up some of the very brightest of 
German intellects, and yet the bumptious young 
emperor actually has the face to tell the court chap- 
lains that they must never go gunning for him ina 
chase lasting for more than a quarter of an hour! 

Perhaps the emperor is right, and believes that by 
retiring Prince Bismarck he himself has aimed so se- 
rious a blow at the arch-fiend that the sermons of 
his court chaplains are works of supererogation 
rather than anything else. There are many people 
also who detest long sermons on principle, and 
among these the emperor is plainly to be reckoned. 
But still, desirable as the new reform may seem to 
busy men, the chaplains and their orthodox follow- 
ers hav a clear right and a good reason to be highly 
displeased with it, and probably influences will be 
brought to bear upon the emperor which shall induce 
him to giv the pastors eighteen or twenty minutes, 
or even twenty-five, in which to counteract all the 
diabolic influences under which Germany is rapidly 
becoming a land of Atheists. 


before her readers of the person who has so won 
their admiration. 2H 

This is true of the writer, Helen H. Gardener, of 
that much-talked-of book, “Is This Your Son, My 


the rounds of the papers regarding her, of which the 
following is a specimen: 
Mrs. Helen Gardener, author of the novel, Is This Your 


as a really beautiful woman, a little above medium hight, of 


a daughter of Julia Ward Howe, and possesses Radical 


This appeared in Current Literature, and it 
being naturally supposed that that excellent maga- 
zine must be correct, it has been widely copied. 

Helen H. Gardener is not, however, 8 daughter of 
Julia Ward Howe, nor is she even of. New Exglend 
origin. Her ancestors hav always lived in Maryland 
or Virginia, and she herself first saw light in the lat- 
ter state, near Winchester. She traces her family 
directly from the daughter of Lord Baltimore, Miss 
Calvert, who married a Mr. Chenoweth, he being the 
first sheriff of Baltimore county, Maryland. Her 
own father was Rav. A. G. Ohenoweth; her mother 
a grandnieca of Sir Robert Peel, so that it is evi- 
dent that she has back of her the culture of genera- 

ions. 

The personal description given in the paragraph 
Her face is 
full of intelligence, and the earnestness that is visible 
in all that she writes looks forth from her dark 
eyes. 

It is ensy to see that intense inward conviction 
points her pen, and it is this quality that makes her 
novel, with its background of realism, so vitally preg- 
nant with meaning. This book has taken an almost |- 
unprecedented hold upon the thinking public, and, I 
learn, has sold to the extent of twenty. five thousand 
copies in five months. A knowledge of this fact will 
explain the raison d'étre of the following communica- 
tion from the author, who, I can well belicve, is al- 
most submerged by the tide of communications set- 
ting toward her: 


I hav been asked a great many times to write things about 
myself for the papers. I havalways declined. . In the first 
place I dislike the looks of anything like personal advertising, 
and in the second place I did not feel that my personality 
was of great interest to the public; but I do wish I could— 
without seeming to advertise myself, my personality—say 
one or two things. : 

A great many people write to me or send me little tokens 
that touch me deeply, and yet I cannot reply to half of them. 
Each one, doubtless, expects a full reply and feels hurt that 
none comes. It is not want of appreciation, but want of 
time and strength that prevents me from sending a kindly 
recognition and sincere thanks for the attention. 

To-day brought me a large mail. It contained strange, 
beautiful, and pathetic things. I appreciate them all, but 
cannot reply to all. Let me explain and let me beg my un- 
known friends to accept my earnest thanks for their interest 
and warm expressions, whether these expressions take a 
written or an objectiv form. 

A sample of my mail is the one received to.day. It was 
composed of innumerable advertismenta, of course, à number 
of letters from friends, & number from literary and scientific 
men and women who are known to me by name only ; two 
sermons recently preached upon my last book, with the 
„compliments“ of their authors; several books with a re- 
quest to read and giv your opinion ;” two manuscripts of 
aspiring authors with the same request—one a novel, the 
other a new system of geometry;" the latter manuscript 
to be read with sufficient care to enable me to recommend it 
to a publisher! A pile of newspapers with notices more or 
less personal and interesting marked for me to read; a box 


from a miner in old Mexico, with a letter saying it was his 
desire to send me something no one else in this climate 
would own, and a very queer and amusing little fellow Bil- 
dad (that is the toad’s name) is, too; & silver filagree brace- 
let, & most beautiful thing of Spanish workmanship from 
Central America; another box of ore and lava from Oregon, 
and last, most pathetic and touching, an intensely religious 
“ Easter card ” of the usual sort, with the written message 
on the outsids of the envelope: 


God will bless your footsteps wherever, you go, my lightfooted 
angel. Yours truly, Many MAGDALENE. 


—— . — 


To a person uninstructed in natural history, his 
country or seaside stroll is a walk through a gallery 
filled with wonderful works of art, nine-tenths of 
which hav their faces turned to the wall. Teach him 
something of natural history, and you place in his 
hands a catalog of those which are worth turaing 
round.— Professor Hualey. 
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The Garden of Eden. 


Theology teaches that God is all-wise; that he 
knows all things; that he foreknows all things from 
eternity. If this bs true, then he could not hav 
been deceived in regard to any part of his work. 
Hs foreknew all that would result from it. He knew 
just how men would act; how unrighteous, cruel, 
and selfish they would be; how few would be honor- 
able and just and what a vast multitude would be 
vicious and cruel; how few would be saved and 
what a countless number would be lost. He knew 
all the pain and anguish and death that would ensue 
before he created the germs of disease. He knew 
what poverty, misery, and crime would follow the 
creation of alcohol. Now, if God created all things, 
and if before he created anything he knew all the 
consequences that would result from each particular 
creation, he and he alone is personally responsible 
for all there is, be it good or bad. To say, as theolo- 
gians do, that the devil originated evil, does not alter 
the case a particle, if it is true that God created the 
devil. Nor do we find any relief in the assumption 
that the devil was originally good, if God knew 
from the first that he would abandon that goodness. 
While to assert that God only permits the evil is a 
miserable subterfuge, if at the same time he has the 
power to prevent it. Theology teaches that the first 
man and woman were created perfect, whereas the 
Bible goes to show that they were without modesty, 
and knew nothing whatever of good and evil—a 
condition more degraded than that of the lowest 
savages. Theology teaches that they fell by eating 
forbidden fruit, but the Bible teaches that their eyes 
were opened to see their nakedness.and know good 
from evil—an improvement over their original condi- 
11 I would denominate this a rise instead of a 
all. 

Theology teaches that their act in eating that fruit 
so offended God that he cursed them and all their 
descendants with spiritual blindness, physical weak- 
ness, and ultimate death; that he cursed the very 
earth for their sakes, making & brief life thereon 
possible only through labor and sorrow. Thus it 
seeks to account for all our ignorance, disease, trouble, 
and mortality. Laying aside the levity that such 
notions tend to produce, I ask in all candor, is there 
any rational ground for believing such a theory? 
Granting now that any part of the original story is 
true; that there ever was a creation, and that the 
first man and woman were created in a full-grown 
state, the theological idea of the fall is still an irra- 
tional one. When we consider how inexperienced 
they were; how ignorant they must hav been of the 
real nature of the penalty threatened, and the fact 
that they were then without any knowledge of good 
and evil, how can one believe that a just God would 
for the very first offense punish them with such 
cruel severity? To hav so punished the actual 
offenders would hav made him worse than all the 
Pasraohs, Moses, Herods, Constantines, Calvins, and 
Torquemadas that ever lived; while to hav so pun- 
ished their unborn descendants was adding infinit 
cruelty to an already infinit crime. Oould any rea- 
sonable person be expected to love and worship such 
a God? Even the thought of such a thing is ex- 
tremely absurd. 


Look st this case in a plain, common-sense way. 
What appreciation could Adam and Eve hav had of 
the moral quality of their action? They did not 
even know good from evil. How could they experi- 
ence any fear or dread of the punishment threat- 
ened? They had never been punished for anything. 
They did not even hav the advantage of the old 
adage, “A burnt child dreads the fire.” They did 
not know whether a punishment would‘be painful 
or pleasing. What could they hav known of death? 
They had never seen & dead person. They did not 
know whether death was s curse or a blessing—nor 
hav we found out yet, notwithstanding our boasted 
learning and progress. There is not the least inti- 
mation in the Bible that these things were ever ex- 
plained to them, and if they were not where is the 
justice of the punishment administered? If it be 
assumed that they were explained to them, still the 
punishment was unduly severe, that being the first 
offense. 

If, however, it could be shown that they deserved 
all the punishment they are supposed to hav received, 
I see no reason why their children should be punished 
also. They were then unborn, and millions of them 
are yet to ba born. There is no justice in punishing 
them for acts they nevar committed. 

Theology teaches that God is infinit in knowledge, 
infinit in power, and infinit in goodness. Now, if he 
is infinit in knowledge he must hav foreknown every 
circumstance of the fall. He knew that the serpent 
was in the garden ; that he was a subtle beast; that 
he would tempt the woman; that she would eat of 
the forbidden fruit; that in turn she would tempt 
the man, and that he too would eat thereof. If he is 
infinit in power, then he could hav interposed and 
prevented every circumstance here mentioned. He 
could hav put the serpent out of the garden. He 
could hav put enmity between him and thé woman 
before as easily as after the temptation. Or he 


could hav interfered at the outset of the interview. | 
If he is infiuit in goodness, then he could not hav 
done them an injustice, nor would he hav permitted 
another to dogo. A rational view of this Eden trag- 
edy leads me to conclude that it was all good and 
just, that it was according to the divine purpose and 
therefore just as it should hav been; or that God is 
wanting in some one or more of the attributes which 
theology ascribes to him in an infinit degree. If he 
did not know what was about to transpire then he 
is not infinit in knowledge; if he knew but could 
not prevent it then he is not infinit in power; and if 
he knew all that was pending and had power to pre- 
vent it but would not, then he is responsible for it. 
If the temptation was wicked and the eating of the 
forbidden fruit was sin, he is not infinit in good- 
ness. If the temptation was according to his pur- 
pose and foreknowledge, and if he could hav pre- 
vented it and would not, then he is more to blame 
than the serpent, unless it was right and proper 
that the temptation occurred, and in that case the 
serpent was not to blame and should not hav been 
punished. If the eating of the forbidden fruit was 
according to divine purpose and foreknowledgs and 


if it could hav been obviated by the interposition of 


the infinit power, then God is more to blame for it 
than either Eve or Adam. If it should be argued 
that if was right and proper that they should hav 
eaten thereof, then if was wrong to punish them for 
so doing, and infinitly worse to punish their unborn 
children. 

Look at it in any way we can, from any point of 
view that can be occupied and in any light in which 
it may be presented, the theological dogma of the 
fall of mar is an intellectual. absurdity and a moral 
monstrosity. If infinit knowledge knew what was 
pending and infinit power refused to interfere and 
infini& goodness remained indifferent, this infinit 
trinity perpetrated an infinit cruelty upon a finite 
creature, 

Theology teaches that God is infinit in all his attri- 
butes; that he is omnipresent. Then where was he 
while the woman was being tempted? Oan the 
omnipresent be absent from anywhere? If he was 
present, why did he suffer this imposition upon the 
ignorant credulity of an inexperienced being? A 
word from him would hav been sufficient. Oan he 
be called a loving father who would stand by and 
see his child led to destruction when the slightest 
effort upon his part would prevent it? If God is 
omnipresent, then he witnessed every circumstance 
of the fall without once attempting to prevent it, 
His appearance in the garden after the transgression, 
calling unto Adam, “ Where art thou?" was a farce, 
a cruel mockery, unworthy of an infinit being. 

These words are not uttered in any captious spirit 
of fault-finding. They are not born of prejudice. 
They are words of truth and soberness. They are 
not intended to vex our Christian friends or ridicule 
what they deem true and sacred. Iam seeking the 
truth. If theology is true, I want to know it. I 
hav studied it in a spirit of truth seeking. And in 
this matter of the fall I find it without any rational 
basis and inconsistent with good morality. It 
makes God a monster of cruelty, unworthy of our 
respect, much less our love. T. C. KILGORRE. 

Kirkland, IU. 


— — 6— — — 
Nature, Health, and Longevity. 

A Freethinker should be profound not merely as 
to Bible. absurdities, but as to all errors and their 
causes. We should know that we liv, move, and hav 
our being not in the supernatural but in the natural. 
The more and more we come to this, the more and 
more we make life worth living. As we depart from 


nature life becomes more worthless, and in too many 


cases intolerable, as is painfully evinced by the in- 
creasing numbers of suicides. Waiving for the 
present the investigation of the nicer discrimina- 
tions of anatomy and physiology and the stricter 
hygienic modes of life, let it suffice to say that the 
animals living in a state of nature are the purest and 
healthiest. The monkey tribes, the more nearly 
allied to us, on their simple, natural food hav 
scarcely a single one of the numerous diseases affeot- 
ing our kind. Without teas, coffees, snimal food 
cooked to death, condiments, lard, baking powders, 
mince pies, preserves, pickles, tobacco, aleoholie 
beverages, elc, they are without drugs, doctors, 
prayers, or faith cures. Even from the four differ- 
ent conflicting drug schools we get the testimony 
that if a patient must hav meat, by all means let it 


-be the wild animals, pure and natural as possible. 


Then why not discard our unnatural and at first 
distasteful habits, that we may save ourselvs from 
Shakspere’s sea of troubles, and enjoy life? Indulge 
me in saying that in my former profession, eating 
what was set before me, asking no questions for 
conscience’s sake, I slid into dyspepsia, and was told 
by a common-sense honest doctor that no drug could 
eure it. Pure, easily digested diet, bathing, and 
exercise would restore, or rather nature, if natural 
habits would permit her. Cease the cause and cease 
the effect. So it proved. Then at thirty-five—now 
at seventy-nine— not a drug swallowed through the 
intermediate period, nor an hour's sickness but by a 


silly departure from nature’s health code. I read. 
and write easily, without glasses, and but for an 
injured side and sprained wrist I could earn my 
living on the farm, and yet walk twenty miles per 
day, on Graham bread, oatmeal, and a little fruit. 

If our bad habits do not cause our bad health-— 
as all Drs. Hall and Jenning's disciples know—then . 
we ask all old conservative, what are the causes ? 
Go to work and find the cause, or candidly ascribe 
diseases to chance—or to Providence, as Ohristians 
hav it. Even should they say the devil, then, as 
their God made all things, he surely had something 
to do in making the devil. All we ask is, what I 
often had to ask of my associate Bible Ohristians 
objecting to our mode of abolishing slavery: In 
all reason giv us your mode. The only answer cul- 
minated in rebellion, the slave-holding confederacy, . 
and finally the lost cause. Is it not easier and quite 
more rational fo keep well than to dose well? Were 
it not wiser to employ the physician at so much per 
annum to keep the family in health than to attempt 
too often in vain to get them well when sick? In 
some countries doctors are salaried by the year and 
pay stopped every day any one member ig in 
bed. 


Again, let us consider the first importance of 
keeping well, as all concede the importance of keep- 
ing sober. Noone can doubt the cause, and may I 
not add the crime, of drunkenness. Nor can any 
one doubt the reasonable and right way of sobering. 
None can be so silly, even when drunk, as to employ 
a doctor to dose him sober. He stops drinking 
ceases the cause—and nature sobers him. Even so 
of all manners of diseases. My good daughter in 
New York made me an extra supper, invited guests, 
and I ate just before an ocean passage for Florida. 
The combination of food and vessel-rocking arrested 
digestion, and for three tedious days and nights not 
8 bite of food entered my mouth. Tepid water as- 
sisted nature to vomit, and at the same time rinsed 
the stomach. Recovering, and eating no more such 
suppers, my health was better than usual. Once I 
sent a well-learned physician to examin a poor 
woman’s child about to die. He returned and re- 
ported the case hopeless. I asked him if I must 
tell the mother that her child had to die. He said, 
“Nay, tell her that two-thirds at least of her child 
is dead, and the third left of too little vitality to 
enable nature to restore it.“ So he said disease is 
but so much waste—so much destruction of life. 
We die, not all at once, but by piecemeal. Then 
if our lives are of more value than all else, should 
not their preservation claim our first, most earnest 
and profound attention? To say there are no reliable 
laws of health, or that they are too intricate or 
mysterious to be learned, is surely to say that doctors 
are humbugs. If, indeed, the profession can not 
or hav not learned them, how can they bring patients 
to them, or restore them? If, in a word, they know 
not how to keep well, how can they know how to get 
well? The very meaning of disease expresses un- 
happiness. Nor is it too much to say that it leaves 
ihe life left in us hardly worth living. It is only 
tolerable on the hope of getting well. Perfect health 
—bodily and mentally—is perfect happiness, giving 
& peace (excusing the gospel phrase) which the 
world can neither giv nor take away. 

Then, as life becomes more than worth living, its 
length is valuable. Usually the aged enjoy life leas 
and less. Such is not my experience. As I am free 
of an ache or pain, as I witness the triumph of our 
wonderful age and its glorious progress, I am thank- 
ful to nature, to my parents, for the brains they gave 
me, and am happy in life as I will be in death, 

Kansas City, Mo. W. Pessins. 


es 


“The Mother of Liberalism.” 


[Lucy N. Colman passed through Chicago last week en 
route to Dr. de Lespinasse’s hospitable home in Iowa, where 
she expects to spend the summer, and I had the pleasure of 
being entertained by her a couple of evenings during her 
stay. The Inter. Ocean called upon her, and over a column 
of her reminiscences appeared the above quotation. The 
Herald had the following extended interview.—E. A 
SrEVENS.] 


Was Abraham Lincoln an Abolitionist? No doubt 
he was in fact, but was he so from choice? The 
question is perplexing, and demonstrates anew the 
oft-repeated claim that the history of the late war 
yet remains to be written. And it is not from musty 
archives only that the historian gathers his material. 
Queer bits of history come to light in the humdrum 
of every-day life. They come from the secluded re- 
treat of the retired statesman as well as from the 
midst of busy life in a metropolis, and the gathering 
and sifting of these bits form much of the historian’s 
work, even if he was a contemporary of the epoch to 
which he devotes his labor. Thus it is that the initia- 
tory question turned up in Chicago yesterday to be 
answered in the ephemeral pages of a newspaper. 
If the source whence the answer comes is untarnished 
—and there is no reason nor evidence to doubt its 
clearness—then the answer is that Abraham Lincoin 
was an Abolitionist from foree of circumstances, and 
not from free choice. Strange, perhaps, that such a 
weighty historical statement should fall to the lot of 
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a newsgatherer and not be the fruit of much scien- 
tific historical research and erudite criticism, but it 
is entitled to credence from the nature of the cireum- 
stances under which it was obtained. 

The remarkable statement comes from a contem- 
porary of the great president, from one who knew 
him well, labored for years as an apostle of abolition 
on the rostrum and in print, and who is now, at the 
venerable age of seventy-four years, still engaged in 
promulgating advanced ideas in humanitarian prin- 
: eiples. It was Mrs. Lucy N. Colman who told a re- 
porter for the Herald yesterday evening in unmis- 
takable terms that Abraham Lincoln never would 
hav freed a slave if he could hav helped it, and that 
she had this admission from the president’s own lips 
and in the presence of witnesses. Mrs. Oolman 
passed through the city yesterday on her way to 
Orange City, Ia., where she will spend the summer. 
She stopped over for the day with friends at 498 West 
Madison street. There is where the reporter found 
her in the snug parlor of a cosily appointed flat. 
Mre. Colman is from Syracuse, N. Y. She has 
abandoned the lecture platform on account of the 
physical exertion required by it, but her mind is un- 
dimmed by the influences of time, and she is now 
writing ber Reminiscences,” part of which has al- 
ready appeared in book form under that title. 

“Daring thing for an old woman,” remarked Mrs. 
Colman, to say that Abraham Lincoln was no Abo- 
litionist at heart. Yet he told me so himself. ‘I 
would not free one slave if it were possible to save 
the Union without it? That is what ho said, and he 
meant it, too. Of that I am convinced.” 

Mrs. Colman was one of the early Abolitionists. 
Contemporaneous with Wendell Phillips, William 
Lloyd Garrison, and others, she was for years em- 
ployed bythe Massachusetts Antislavery Society to 
preach the gospel of the freedom of the negro from 
the rostrum. Naturally she met all the Abolitionists 
of national prominence in those days, and she also 


met the famous Sojourner Truth, who died at the. 


ripe old age of one hundred and twelve years. It 
was during an interview with Lincoln which Mrs. 
Colman brought about for Mrs. Truth that the pres- 
ident pronounced himself a pro-slavery man at heart. 
But the details Mrs. Colman had better tell in her 
own way, which was straightforward, pointed, and 
had every semblance of truth. D 
"It was in the year before Mr. Lincoln’s second 
nomination,” related Mrs. Colman, that Sojourner 
Truth came to me with the request to procure her 
an interview with the president. She was not ready 
to die, old though she was then, until her eyes had 
seen the first antislavery president of the United 
States. The good old woman had supposed that she 
could walk right into Mr. Lincoln’s office and shake 
hands, but she was sorely disappointed by red tape 
and flunkeyism and in her perplexity she came to 
me with the request to take care of her. 
I knew Mrs. Lincoln’s dressmaker—like Sojourner 
Truth, a colored woman—and she prevailed upon the 
wife of the president to procure an appointment for 
us. , 
. * We came at the set time, a Saturday morning st 
8 o'clock, but we had to wait for three mortal 
hours before we were admitted. 'The president was 
closeted with a deputation of merchant tailors who 
had come to plead for one of their trade that had 
been dealing with the South. Mr. Lincoln was a 
great story-teller, and I suppose that he told stories 
to these tailors all the while. During our weary 
wait a second black woman came in, anxious to see 
the president. It seemed in those days that if any- 
thing had to be done for a black woman I had to do 
it, and so I told this second arrival to follow me right 
into the president’s presence. 
“She did. We all three went in, and I tell you 
frankly that Mr. Lincoln’s attitude in meeting the 
two black women struck me very much as one that & 
man would assume at an unexpected visit from his 
washerwoman. I told Mr. Lincoln quickly that I had 
not come to ask anything, but was simply acting as a 
guide for my two colored companions, and then So- 
journer Truth advanced and said that she could not 
die without seeing the first antislavery president. 
4 € Mre. Truth,’ replied the president abruptly, ‘I 
am not an antislavery man. If I could save the 
Union without freeing the slaves I would not liberate 
a single one! " 
“ I am sure that these were the president’s words. 
The circumstances a8 well as the work in which I was 
engaged fixed them indelibly upon my mind. I told 
the president how much I was struck with his re- 
marks, and suggested that much was allowable in 
war that would not stand in peace. Mr. Lincoln told 
me it was his candid opinion that the two races 
could not liv together without detriment to both. So- 
journer Truth took out a photograph of herself, which 
she was then peddling around the country, and asked 
the president to exchange it for one of his, meaning 
of course a greenback with his vignet picture, but 
Mr. Lincoln would not make the exchange. . 
“We were'"about to leave when the president 
called me back and showed me letter which the 
other black woman had presented to him. It was 
from ber husband, who was in a colored regiment 


L4 
5 


that had been eleven months at the front, and had 
not received a dollar pay. The letter, of course, 
asked for assistance. 


more money than she has.’ 


in writing as an indorsement of the letter I will take 
care of the poor woman.’ 


finally took up the letter and before handing it to me 
wrote on the envelope that he considered this a wor- 
thy case, or some similar phrase. 


phasis, * Lincoln was not an Abolitionist. 
negro question he wasa Southerner at heart. It was 
different with President Johnson, to whom Sojourner 
Truth also went to see the second antislavery presi- 
dent. He knew just how to receive her, and he did 
it in the kindest manner. 


missible that a lecturer could sit in a chair. As it is, 


Fortunately | \ 


* What ean I do? said Mr. Lincoln. ‘I hav no 


“Mr. President,’ I replied, ‘if you will giv me that 


* Mr. Lincoln shook his head smilingly, but he 


“No!” said Mrs. Colman with considerable em- 
On the 


“I believe T am the relict of Abolition as preached 
by the women of those days,” said Mrs. Colman, with 
a smile, “and I would preach it yet if it were per- 


I hav to confine myself to writing.” 

Mrs. Colman certainly makes the impression of a 
woman possessed of a vigorous mind. Her talk is 
not embellished with much of the phraseology that 
professional writers are apt to employ in conversa- 
tion. Time has whitened her hair, which she wears! 
in the profuse ringlets of the fashion of fifty years 
ago, and has graven many a deep furrow into her 
strongly cut features, but her eye is bright and her 
voice is strong—of that deep contralto tone which is 
almost masculin. She has pronounced ideas on 
social Liberalism in general and on Spiritualism in 
particular ; yet there is nothing about her to suggest 
the “emancipated woman,” as that term is now gen- 
erally and falsely understood. The old lady reminds 
one of Jane Grey Swisshelm, of whom she was a 
life-long friend. 

She does not hesitate to express her views in lan- 
guage that is conduciv of misunderstanding. For 
instance, when she speaks of her lecturing tour in 
Michigan, where she advanced anti-Spiritualistic doc- 
trins, she refers to mobs that attempted to break up 
her meetings. Who were the leaders of these 
mobs?" she asks, and then supplies the answer her- 
self by saying: “ Always ministers or leaders of the 
Republican party.” She is equally positiv in her so- 
cial views. 

* Our war has all to be fought over sgain," she 
says. We hav abolished chattel slavery, but we 
left workmen of all colors in & condition worse than 
slavery, and this must eventuate in a war more bitter 
than we passed through.” 

— . 4i1ũ 


Spiritual Phenomena. 


Mr. M. L. Salter's contribution to Tax TRUTH 
Szexer of May 9th is an extraordinary missil. Thos. 
Paine justly remarks: “ When the tongue and pen 
are let loose in a frenzy of passion, it is the man and 
not the subject that becomes exhausted.” 

It is evident Mr. Salter is an honest man and in- 
tends to be fair, but perhaps is so disgusted and en- 
raged at the multiplicity and boldness with which 
frauds beset us on every side that he is impressed 
to giv vent to his fury in a species of learned ped- 
antry. It puts one in mind of a countryman’s first 
entrance into a metropolis. He hears the big bells 
ring but is puzzled to find how the “clapper hangs.” 

The writer is certain that if Mr. Salter were ac- 
quainted with what is called impressible psychol- 
ogy,” more recently dubbed hypnotism, he would 
hav more charity for poor human nature. Being ig- 
norant of clairvoyance and impressible psychology, 
in his eagerness to obtain truth he produced the very 
supposed fraud he was looking for. Don’t be dis- 
couraged. Try again, Mr. Salter, but first take a 
few lessons in mesmeric impressions. Mesmer. 


— — —————— 


An Infidel Under Peculiar Conditions. 


A reporter for the Chicago News got hold of B. 
P. Hutehinson—" Old Hutch,” the grest grain spec- 
ulator—while that individual was in Boston, and 
this is a portion of what the great Ohicsgoan was 
induced to say: 


„Bob Ingersoll is by all odds the best preacher in the 
country.” 

“ B, F. Butler is the greatest man in Massachusetts to-day, 
both in brains and ability. Daniel Webster was the greatest 
man the state ever knew. Rufus Choate as a lawyer was 
incomparable.” 

* What do you think of the business outlook under the 
present administration ?” 

“No you don't, my boy; I’ve. not got to business yet. 
But speaking of business I will just remark that I consider 
old Cornelius Vanderbilt the brightest business man the 
country has ever produced.” 

“ You say that you believe Ingersoll to be the greatest 
preacher. What do you consider follows death ?” 

“I don't believe in purgatory, heaven, nor hell; simply 
death, eternal sleep and happiness." 

** What do you think of money?” 

The worst word in the world. It makes more people 
unbappy than any other word jn the dictionary. By the 
way, just say that I think that Tecumseh Sherman and 
Robert E. Lee were the two greatest generals of the New 
World." 

Are you interested at all in politics ?” 


Sunday Gazetteer, has been worriting the 
office department at Washington. He wante 
find out if it was unlawful for an Infidel to call a 
spade a spade, and lawful for “a Christian gentleman” 
to call the same spade a spade. 
wanted to know if obscenity, coarseness, and vulgar- 
ity, when found in the good book, were lawfully mail- 
able, and unlawful when found in the uninspired 
books written by wicked men. 
He went at it through the red-tape system necessary 
to a hearing. TA TRUTrR Szexsr has also been try- 
ing to worm a decision out of the department. But 
Tar Terura SrrkzB went at it head-foremost and 
with malice prepense. 
tained a dignified silence. 
and teareth his most intimate linen. 
the attorney for the post-office department, and to 
him the matter being referred, he addresses the post- 


* No, not much. Why should I mix myself up with pol- 


itics or religion? I don't care whether a man is a Democrat 
or a Republican, a Catholic or a Methodist, a Presbyterian 
or a Universalist. 
is my country, to do good my religion.’” 


My religion is Tom Paine’s: The world 


Mr. E. A. Stevens, in sending the interview here, 


adds: The crusty old speculator is usually about as 
approachable as a grizzly bear, but on this occasion 
he doubtless had a considerable quantity of his ons- 
tomary lubricant on board and, when in that condi- 
tion, usually blossoms out as a brave, bold Infidel. 
A companion of his cups tells me that he could 
generally estimate how much the grain-dealer had 
imbibed by the drift of his conversation on religion. 
For years Hutchinson was worth millions of doilars, 
but if he ever contributed $10 to Freethought, I am 
not aware of it. 
once, and that so overcame him that he hasn't got 
over it yet. 
mirer, nor more consistent follower, the cause of 
Freethought would be poorly represented.” 


He did giv George Chainey $5 


If Paine never had a more activ ad- 


— — — — f 
Doctor Monroe Says Something About It. . 
From the Ironclad Age. i 
B. C. Murray, the able editor of the Denison, Tex., 
ost- 
to 


In other words, he 


And he found out. 


And the department main- 
Hence Macdonald roareth 
Mr. Tyner is 


master at Denison thus: 


OrrIOE OF THE ASSISTANT ATTOENEY-GENERAL, 
FOR THE POST-OFFIOE DEPARTMENT. 

. April 24, 1891. 

C. T. DovcnzxnTY, Postmaster, Denison, Tex., Sir: In 
your letter of the 17th instant you stated that Mr. B. C. 
Murray is anxious for a ruling from the department on the 
questions he raises” in a certain communication of his bear- 
ing date of the 18th instant, which was transmitted with 


your letter. 


The question that Mr. Murray raised is as to the mailabil- 


ity of the volume entitled Holy Bible." I find no other 
question involved in his communication, and I think I do 
not misunderstand the full scope of the question, for he 
says: '"Ihav a book which I would like to hav transmitted 
through the mails; but before mailing the same, I wish to 
be aure that, in doing so, I would not be violating the act of 
Congress passed March 3, 1873, and amended July 12, 1876.” 


If Mr. Murray should offer the Holy Bible for mailing, 
you can receive and deliver it at your office or transmit it in 
the mails; for it is not believed in this department to come 
within the prohibitory clauses of the act referred to. The 
penalty portions of said statute are enforcible by the courts, 
and the question of his liability thereunder is a proper one 
to be submitted to the United States attorney. 

You may assure Mr. Murray that the mailability of the 
volume will not be questioned by the post-office department 
or by any postmaster. 

The volume sent with your communication is herein 
returned. Very respectfully, JAMES N. TYNER, 

Assistant Attorney-General. 

So now if any depraved Infidel wants to mail the 
holy Bible to some Christian minister, with a graat 
many passages marked, that would be indecent aud 
obscene if found in any other book, he can do it with- 
out fear of arrest and imprisonment. Moses Harman 
will now cease publishing the obscene matter that 
has brought him to the pen and fill up his paper 
with choice extracts from the good book. By this 
method he will be able to serve the cause of Free- 
thought and the physical emancipation of woman 
much more effectually, and at the same time keep 
himself out of the penitentiary. 


— . —4Z⁴a 4 
Lectures and Meetings. 

W. F. Jamuzeon closed his lecture tour in Kansas at Ever- 
est, and cannot accept any more lecture calls until Oetober 
ist. Address for lectures, for dates after October 1st, at 
box 866, Des Moines, Ia. 

On May 22d Dr. R. K. Noyes, of Boston, will speak at the 
Liberal Club, answering the question, ‘‘Is Religion Useful to 
Humanity?” Dr. Noyes is an able speaker and writer and 
his address will be of value. 

On Bunday, May 24th, Miss Ada Campbell, of New York, 
will lecture before the Newark Liberal League, subject: 
‘ Charles Bradlaugh, His Life and Work.” This will be th? 
final lecture before the summer vacation, the League adjourn- 
ing until the third Sunday in September. The lecturer fur- 
nishes her services free, and the collection will be forwarded 
to the Charles Bradlaugh Monument Fund. 


— — . —— ů — 

Tux hard facts of sbience, which are testified by the 
sharp experience of every day, will hav no difficulty 
in maintaining their ground against the windy buffsts 
of a decrepit infallibility sent about drowsy ears once 
a week on a Sunday. The more obstinatély an unrea- 
soning theology is preached, the more widely will a 
reasoning Infidelity present itself. Fraser's Maga- 
gine. 


THE 


TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 23, 


1891. 


Gommunications. 


Homeless for a Week. 


I suppose many of Taz Truru Szexzn’s readers 
read the story of Henry Billings as narrated in a 
recent issue of the New York World. And I also 
suppose they will agree with me that it was very in- 
teresting. 

Billings, being out of work and without money, 
was, naturally enough, anxious to secure employ- 
ment. Jobs seem to hav been somewhat scarce, or 
workers plenty, where he came from—-New Jersey, 
if I remember rightly—and so he resolved to come 
to New York, As he had no money, he was com- 
pelled to use that form of conveyance commonly 
called shank? mare" After walking for a week 
he reached New York dead broke,” as he puts it, 
and was compelled to beg in order to secure suffi. 
cient money to get his supper and night's lodging. 
After begging till long past midnight, he got six- 
teen cents, and, meeting a tramp named Tom, was 
taken by him to a lodging-house in Mulberry Bend 
where, for a few pennies, he was allowed to sleep in 
what was somewhat mistakenly called a hammock. 
When he was routed out in the early morning, he 
started in quest of a job. It hardly seems to bea 
crime to search for s means of livelihood, and yet if 
Henry Billings had been a criminal he could not 
hav been treated much worse. On asking for work, 
he was repulsed, cursed at, and, in a number of in- 
stances, actually assaulted. Eventually, he got a job 
in the “Swamp” handling leather for the princely 
wage of $8 per week, and now makes the joyful state- 
ment that he is saved.“ I hav thus briefly touched 
upon the leading features of his experience, so that 
those readers of Tae Terura Serxer who did not read 
the article will hav at least.an idea of the character 
of it. It is a touching story—a pathetic picture of 
the misery and degradation existing in our large 
cities. 

Told in the World’s graphic fashion, with its 
leading features painted in vivid colors, and illustra- 
tions of many of the most striking events added, it 
is a story calculated to stir the blood of even the 
most callous or careless. 

It seems a cold, cruel thing that a young man, 
sober, intelligent, and honest, cannot work if he 
wants to. It is a cruel and heartless thing that he 
should hav been abused and assaulted for simply 
asking in a quiet, respectful manner for work. Yes, 
it is indeed a touching tale, this story of Henry Bill- 
ings’s experience. You realize the cruelty of it all, 
I feel sure. It almost makes you doubt, for a mo- 
ment or two, if our bighly-lauded Christian civiliza- 
tion is the grand and glorious thing it is cracked up 
to be, and you almost wonder if pagen barbarism 
was so very much worse. But let us look at this a 
little more closely and see if we cannot find out the 
cause of Henry Billings’s week of misery and des- 
peration. He was discharged, I take it, by his pre- 
vious employers. I don’t know just why, but I 
suppose they had not work enough to keep him oc- 
cupied, or it may be they found some one who could 
keep body and soul together for less money than 
Henry Billings required for that important purpose. 
In either case you can hardly blame them. So Henry 
Billings, finding himself out of & job, started out for 

"New York with only his nativ ospital of good health, 
self-reliance, and ready adaptability to circumstances. 
A man whom he asked for alms told him he was a 
tramp and a nuisance. Was he wrong? Was he 
heartless? Isn't it a fact that tramps are a nui- 
sance? When you were returning to your pleasant, 
comfortable home last night after passing à few so- 
cial hours with some boon companions, at least one 
tramp asked you for pecuniary assistance, I am sure. 
Didn’t you think he was a nuisance, if not some- 
thing worse? Did you giv him the trifling sum he 
so anxiously solicited? And if you did—which I 
doubt—don’t you know that by so doing you en- 
couraged pauperiem and idleness? How was the 
man to know that Billings was a worthy object of 
charity ? 

The. fact that Billings told him go didn’t make it 
go. If you are going to believe all the cock-and-bull 
stories tramps and beggars will tell you you had 
better Jay in a fresh stock of credulity. The man 
told Billings to go work. Anything bad or wrong 
about that? I don’t know what you think of it, but 
in my judgment it was very good advice. But you 
say, Billings could not find work, and was abused 
and maltreated when he looked for it.“ That was 
not the man’s fault, now, was it? Sit down here 
with me, my truth seeking friend, and we will quietly 
talk this matter over. Isn’t it a fact that Billings 
broke the law when he solicited alms on the public 
highway? And isn’t it another fact that those who 
gave him money sided and abetted him in the 
reprehensible act of breaking the law, that divine 
and sacred thing? There is no doubt on that point, 
is there? If every tramp was successful in begging 
the country would overflow with tramps and mendi- 
cants, who, like the priests and parsons and other 
professional servants of God,“ would fatter on the 


toil of industry. If on the other hand we put our 
Billings’s on the island and keep them there unti! 
they giv up the vicious and immoral habit of tramp- 
ing and asking for bread when they are hungry we'll 
deal a death-blow to that form of crime, won't we, 
and at the same time solve that phase of the labor 
probiem? And you would be mightily tickled to see 
even a partial solution of that vexatious and com- 
plex problem, wouldn’t you? Why, of course you 
would, else why are you a reader of a “Journal of 
Reform?" Iam talking unmitigated nonsense, you 
say? Well, that is not a very courteous remark, but 
after all it is so undeniably true lam inclined to 
overlook its rudeness. I know Iam talking nonsense, 
and I not only know it, but I cheerfully admit it. 
But am I talking any more foolishly than society 
acts? If you want to know if there is a hell just 
put yourself in Billings’s place and bunk up against 
society. My word for it you will say there is before 
you hav done bunking. Just try it and see what 
will be said and done to you by organized charities 
that hav infinitly more organization than charity. 
And Atkinsonian political economists, who, Gradgrind- 
like, are continually searching for facts and never 
finding them, notwithstanding the fact that they are 
surrounded by them. And the ministers! Oh, the 
dear good ministers, those gentle, sincere followers 
of the meek and lowly Jesus; my word for it you 
will hear from them! The Rev. H. O. Ferguson, of 
Canton, O., recently declared that what this country 
suffered from was the lack of having its laws enforced, 
and declared emphatically in favor of capital punish- 
ment. I am aware that the person whom he pro- 
fesses to worship, and for which profession he gets 
well paid, did not countenance violence. Did, indeed, 
tell his followers that when they were smitten on one 
cheek they should turn the other. There seems to 
be an issue here between Ferguson and Jesus, but, 
of course, the sage of Canton knows what he is talk- 
ing about. And you know, of course, without my 
telling you that he is neither s hypocrit nor a fraud. 
Suppose while you were in Billings’s place you called 
on Mr. Ferguson—I beg the holy gentleman’s par- 
don—the Rev. Mr. Ferguson—hand told him about 
your trouble. He is a gentle shepherd tending to 
some of the Lord's sheep (for a consideration, of 
course), and I doubt not he will help you. He will 
probabiy help you into the nearest jail and pose as 
a savior of society, but if he does you cannot rea- 
sonably complain. You voted for the politicians 
who made the laws under which you suffer, and Mr. 
Ferguson is only doing his duty as a respectable, 
law-abiding eitizen, in seeing to it that the laws are 
enforced and the country “saved.” But if you are 
a lover of quiet and peace don’t take Billinge's 
place ; you will find it almost infinitly easier to float 
with the current than to swim against it. The sim- 
plest, easiest plan is to claim that Henry Billings is 
a lazy, idle wretch, who wants to be fed with a golden 
spoon, and to say that the world owes every man a 
living, and that if he fails to get it he has only him- 
self to blame. Besides, we make cur living, and 
why can’t he and others? And look at Jay Gould! 


He has made a living. And if you are a Christian, 


—though I hope you are not—you can gay that it is 
the will of God that hundreds of worthy men suffer. 
You might add that God so loves the world that he 
doesn’t giv it enough to eat. Oh, dear! ob, dear! 
this world of ours is & funny world. We organize 
charity associations to feed the hungry and still they 
are not fed. We get our legislators to pass laws, 
and we do this, and we do that, and we also do the 
other, and still things don’t seem to come right. 
Our immaculate and incorruptible politicians put up 
alms-houses at a cost of ten or a dozen times their value 
and immediately they are filled by people who are more 
than willing to livin them. If we forget political 
economy and in a moment of misguided pity feed 
the poor wretches who are starving before our eyes 
we only succeed, ultimately, in making more poor 
wretches. If we let them go hungry, Henry Billings 
suffers. No wonder poor bewildered Stephen Black- 
pool said it was “aw a muddle.” 

Well, is there no way to straighten out this 
muddle, to bring order out of this chaos? Can 
nothing be done? Are we to sit supine and idle and 
not even try to improve matters? All Henry Bil- 
lings asked for was an opportunity to work. That 
was not an unreasonable request, was it? He was 
able to work and anxious to work if he could but 
get the opportunity. But the longed-for opportunity 
did not present itself, and so Henry Billings had to 
suffer and beg and be assaulted by men who I doubt 
not thanked God they were not like other men, and go 
through hell generally. All this because in the last 
decade of the nineteenth century, after nearly two 
thousand years of the divine and perfect religion 
of Obrist, work was not to be had by a man who 
wanted it. And yet it seems to me Henry Billings 
should hav found opportunities to work, without 
walking one week and suffering and starving an- 
other. An unoccupied field, a clump of woods, a va- 
cant lot, these and hundreds of other every-day ob- 
jects are opportunities to work. And as Henry Bil- 
lings was locking for opportunities and was probably 
sufficiently intelligent tọ know one when he saw it, 


why did he not use some of them? Ab, Henry Bil- 
lings could find opportunities enough but he was pre- 
vented by our cruel and absurd social system from 
making use of them. Now, Mr. Henry George tells 
us that God made the earth and the fullness thereof 
for the use of mankind, all mankind that is, not a few 
favored beings called landlords. As I don’t believe 
in the existence of a God, I think Mr. George is 
mistaken in that part of his theories. And if I did 
tag after a god I would want him to be a god who 
was able to do something, not a weak, wretched 
creature who was continually having his benevolent 
plans and purposes thwarted by a few landholders. 

But whoever or whatever made the earth, it seems 
certain that all of us hav an equal right to the use of 
it. And not to the use of s “share” or section, but 
to any, every, and all parts of it. . 

Well, it also seems preity certain that Henry Bil- 
lings was not secured in his right to the use of the 
earth. Is there no way he can. hav his rights ac- 
corded to him? I think there is. We know, of 
course, that there are many parts of the earth where 
labor has better opportunities than it bas in other 
parts. A natural opportunity in New York is of 
more value than one located in a wilderness away 
from population and markets. 

It seems to me that if every man was compelled to 
contribute to the general treasury of the community 
the annual value of the natural opportunity he was 


using, we would hav a direct, practical, and simple 


way of securing Henry Billings in his right. II this 
was done, there would be nothing to keep Henry 
Billings from going to the stone quarries with which 
the Palisades are dotted, and putting his brawn and 
skill to use in breaking up the rock into building or 
paving stones. Or he could hav “squatted ” on an 
acre or two of the unoccupied land lying all about 
him, and commenced market-gardening on his own 
hook, Do you suppose if he had been allowed to 
use a natural opportunity when he found one, he 
would hav exposed himself to ill-treatment and abuse, 
when by doing as I hav suggested he could hav 
spared himself all the misery and bitterness he went 
through? If you do believe it, you had better stop 
reading reform journals and go back to the nursery 
tales of your childhood days. When poor badgered 
and bedeviled Billings found he could not secure 
employment in the city he could hav gone to the 
natural opportunity closest at hand, and there with 
such simple means as the nature of the case required, 
a shovel, a hoe, a pick, or a saw, he could hav been 
his own employer. He would then hav been per- 
fectly independent of bosses and foremen, and instead 
of working as now for the pitiful pittance of $8 a 
week, subject to the innumerable fluctuations of the 
labor market, his wages would be the amount or the 
value of what he could produce by the application of 
his skill and labor to the natural opportunity he was 
making use of. And so it seems to me that society 
should say to all those who occupy natural oppor- 
tunities, ^ Make all the use of them you possibly 
can.” Utilize them to the fullest extent. For so 
long as you occupy them, you will hav to pay into 
the common fund of the community, the equal owners 
of the earth, the value that attaches to your natural 
opportunities. When this simple and sensible plan 
of taxation is put into effect, Henry Billings will be 
able to use his talents and powers for his own ben- 
efit and not be driven to the verge of suicide or 
crime, or be dependent on the uncertain whims of an 


employer. 


The rightiul wages of the laborer is not what his 
employer sees fit to giv him, but the product of his 
labor. If through the force of circumstances, or if 
by reason of social conditions, he is compelled to ac- 
cept less, he is robbed. And the fact that the rob- 
bery is sanctioned by law makes it no less a robbery. 
When society restores to the laborer the right it has 
robbed him of—the right of unrestricted access to 
natural opportunities—then, and not until then, will 
such experiences as Henry Billings’s be impossible. 
This, at least, is my opinion. If sny of my readers 
think I am too sanguin or am mistaken in my views, 
I will be obliged if they le& me know wherein I am 
wrong. Epwarps RovssrAv. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Christian Plagiarisms. 


Parallels between Christianity and Buddhism by 
Oswald in the Arena, and Hickey in the Herald as 
recently quoted by Tus TUTH SEEKER, however inter- 
esting to antiquarian mythologists, leave it to be 
much desired for humanity that the plagiarism had 
not been more complete. 

The Christianity of our times, or any other on 
record, is a compound in which little more of Jesus 
than his.name may appear, and, yet, such as it is, is 
not responsible for all the crimes of Christendom. 
So Buddhiem may preserve little of Buddha, and be 
itself but one of many factors of society in the 
spheres that own it. Not to lose itself in vagaries, 
our comparison must be nearly limited to the official 
records, such as are the gospels and Acta of th 
Apostles for Christianity. Not having at 00 
the corresponding documents of Buddhism, we asg- 
sume the correctness of Edwin Arnold’s statements 
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in his “ Light of Asia, honored as it is by the ap- 
proval of the king of Siam, a prominent Buddhist. 
In these data we find discrepancies of principles 
that tally with the comparativ innocence of Buddh- 
ism, and the toxic effects of Christianity, after recog- 
etre sgainst them both the parasitism of priest- 
oraft. 

Their practical divergencies sensibly betray that of 
their ideas about the future state, rewards and pun- 
. ishments. These considerations are so predominant 

with the average Christian that it is hard for him to 
understand the influence of a religion that discards 
them and whose pride consists in doing good with- 
out hope of reward. To explain this we must 
remount to a radical difference in the conceptions of 
personal identity, which for Christians is the funds- 
mental fact of destiny, but for Buddhists a tran- 
sient phenomenon of the Oollectiv Life. The con- 
Sequences of our actions, they reason, may persist in 
good or evil for mankind during centuries; but re- 
ward or punishment can reach us only in the vague 
sence that we are integrant- of collectiv mankind or 
animality as leaves are of the tree whose wood they 
hav elaborated in their functional activity, enabling 
it in successiv seasons to refoliate itself. 

The Obristian sees individual souls in transient 
contact with their actual earth sphere and animal 
only by bodies which they leave in the grave. The 
Buddhist sees one life natural and spiritual or one 
collectiv animal graduated in its facultativ attributes, 
of which the varied species are integrant and their 
individuals transient phenomena fulfilling functional 
uses. To such, awards of merit or demerit are intel- 
ligible only as affecting the general prosperity. 

As to the individual consciousness of this, we find 
it varying with our health and our age within a sin- 
gle term of life, so widely that identity is an ill- 
defined word. The Buddhist nirvana or absorption 
of the individual phenomena into the collectiv sub- 
stance may be regarded only as a change in the 
modes and limitations of consciousness—not as 
annihilation. 

Mr. Hickey phrases the Buddhist idea in his argu- 
ment that: As the absolute existence only, the all 
one, the unchangeable can be eternal, because without 
form or shape. Each appearance can be only 
relativ and changeable. Thus in attaining to per- 
fection we must be delivered from all worlds of 
form.” Having no distinct recollection of my resi- 
dence in worlds without form, which is probably due 
to my imperfection, I lack terms of comparison for 
the intelligence of this argument. 
not of its rationality or of the inconsistency of the 
Christian doetrin, for in religious faiths rational and 
possible are secondary considerations. Mr. Hickey’s 
Buddhist idiom of thought may pass current only 
with some transcendental Unitarians. 

Seated on a tombstone in the orthodox churchyard, 
I can see the glare of hell fires reflected in heretic 
bonfires, as in order to arrest a conflagration we 
blow up. some buildings in advance of the flames. 
Peter: must sheathe his impatient sword, yet una 
fides, una domus, might faithfully burn heretics. 

Per contra, on the Buddhist side I can tolerate 
heresies in view of their depuration during the suc. 
cessiv experiences of many temporal existences, mu- 
tatis mutandis of circumstance and influence. It is 
not in question here whether metempsychosis is or 
is not a fact, but only of the influence of faith in it, 
which is quite appreciated by the monkeys, who, as 
problematic grandfathers, may unmolested help 
themselvs to the fruit of their pious posterity in a 
charity coextensiv with animalty; whereas that of 
Christians scantily reaches all the members of one 
little sectarian church. 

Modern Buddhism probably may cut its poor re- 
lations, whereby hangs a tail; but its reincarnation 
is officially proclaimed by the Grand Lamas of 
Thibet in succession. 

Theological detectivs find Buddha one of the 
messiahs. He might save from the terrors of imagi- 
nary hells; but rather from vices, by self-control. 
Such salvation is hardly comparable with vicarious 
atonement by bloody sacrifices to an angered God. 
Different are the saving principles, justice and kind- 
ness, from that of faith in the merits or favor of 
another being. 

The Christian idea of messiahship needs for its ex- 

planation the fact that at the epoch of Jesus, his 
nation was expecting a political leader, whose genius 
would restore them to a prosperous independence. 
Jesus impresses on this popular ides, as upon the 
traditional character of Jahvah, a spiritual modifies- 
tion and assimilates both. 
. Buddha's position was that of an independent 
prince; there was no question among his people of 
a political messiahship, and the theological idea of 
propagating gods by sacrifice was one of the Hindoo 
superstitions against which Buddha protested. Ac- 
ceptance of his views would save from the worship 
of cruel gods by cruel practices, fantastic self- 
tortures and pious immolations. Though not epi- 
cureans, neither Buddha nor Jesus were professed 
ascetics. 

Mr. Oswald reproaches Buddhism as weli as Ohris- 


tisnity with the monastic and eremite asceticism. | 


Arnold shows Buddha as opposing the stylitism of 
Hindostan. If Buddhists relapsed into it, it was 
then from an endemic miasm which had escaped 
Buddhe’s purifying influence. Abnegation of power 


craze. Intellectual pursuits and philanthropy wean 


tieulars, such as compulsory Sabbath observance, 


voked the will of his father; że., the arbitrary au- 


him, will lead ethics a dance. through papal indul- 
gences, or the self-indulgence of the litanist who | 


Virtues as Obristian confession; but for the true 


The question is 


and wealth may hav other motivs than the ascetic 


from the dominion of sensuous desires, but do not de- 
spise them. It was reserved for a Obristianity foreign 
alike to Jesus and to Buddha, to combine Brahminic 
asceticism and ultra-mortem torments, with the 
combativ spirit of Islam and Yahvistic despotism 
Such a monstrosity is modern Christian puritanism, 
of which Jesus, though opposing it in certain par- 


atoning of adulteress, etc., is not theoretically inno- 
cent ; since he indorsed the Mosaie code and in- 


thority of Jahvah as the fountain-head of ethics. 
How does he know what is right? By being one 

with his father. So presently, the pope and priest, 

by successiv oneness with divine authority through 


wipes his conscience with a hypocritical confession of 
sin, and then goes on sipning, to giv wholesome exer- 
cise for God's mercy and Christ's mediation. Doubt- 
less the prayer-wheel of Thibet has much the same 


disciple of Buddha, ethics, based on the solidarity 
of life, is a science of observation and experience; 
it is that of social harmony; he may make mistakes, 
bui will not be likely to err so fantastically as one 
who believes in the panacea of grace. Jesus, in his 
parable of the lord of the vineyard, couples arbi 
trary ethics with arbitrary economics. The Lord's 
favor superseding merit of works, carries tacit ap- 
probation of land monopoly and the wage system. 
Buddha's ethics are natural, those of Jesus theo- 
logical. The wills of a gudst- personal Being need 
special revelations, the moral property of priestoraft. 
The cult of principles, as opposed to the worship of 
beings, allies personal judgment, instead of reverence, 


liean than despotic in its ethical tendencies. 
: M. E. Lazarus. 
—— — L—— on —— ———— " 


The Bible. 


À religious paper says thero are over eighty thou- 
sand clergymen in the United States, all teaching 
that men were inspired to write the Bible by a being 
supreme in wisdom, justice, love, and mercy, when 
almost every chapter of the Bible proves it to be the 
work of man without inspiration from any higher 
power. Divine wisdom would never inspire a man 
to write a work about a way so plain that a way- 
faring man need not err therein, in so blind a man- 
ner as to require eighty thousand priests to explain 
it in a country like thie.: 

Inspiration would be so plain and simple that all 
would understand it. Look at the two stories of the 
creation. The first story says, God created man 
in his own image; in the image of God created he 
him ; male and female created he them. And God 
blessed them, and said, Behold, I hav given you 
every herb-bearing seed which is upon the face of all 
the earth and every tree in the which is the fruit of 
a tree yielding seed, and it shall be to you for meat.” 
Not one word about forbidden fruit that was to 
sentence all Eve's posterity to eternal hell, nor about 
the numerous poisonous plants. Would any earthly 
parent turn. children out in that way with liberty to 
eat all kinds of herbs without telling them which 
were poisonous? Beautiful inspiration on which to 
hang immortal souls! In the same chapter we hav 
another and very different story of creation. It says 
the Lord God framed man out of the dust of the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life, and man became a living soul. Then the Lord 
God, after making man, went to work and planted a 
garden, and out of the ground made the Lord God 
to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and 
placed the man there, forbidding him to eat of the 
fruit of the tree of knowledge, saying that on the 
day he did eat of it he should surely die. Then the 
Lord discovered that he had made a mistake in 
making man alone, for he needed some one for a 
helpmeet ; so he took a rib from Adam’s side (before 
a surgical implement or so much as a butcher-knife 
had been invented ( very improbable story), and of 
that little dry bone made a full-sized woman. Were 
it not for pity for the poor dupes of priestersfi, such 
inspiration would be fit only to be laughed at. No 
clergyman in this nation can tell whether there were 
two couples created, or whether these two stories 
were told about the same couple. Then, again, this 
book of beautiful inspiration says that God brought 
all the animals he had made to Adam to be named. 
A more ridiculous story I never heard. Old Sam 
Hyde in all his glory as prince of liars never told a 
bigger lie. Reader, think! think! think! Thought 
is the key to knowledge. Take your Bible, read 
candidly, and think! There were Adam and Eve, 
only two days old, with no learning, as far as lan- 
guage was concerned, could only grunt like a couple 
of young pigs, and the Lord God almighty driving 


for them to name. 
the names of every living thing in plain English, . 
Adam and Eve would not hav known what he was 
talking about! 


that I am right. J. 


with conscience; hence Buddhism is rather repub- 


up a herd of all kinds of animals, birds, and insects 
Why, if God or man had spoken 


Six weeks ago I commenced reading the Bible. In 


five weeks I bad read the head-lines of every chapter 
in the Old Testament, and nearly three hundred 
whole chspters, and laid the book aside, in the firm 
belief that it is the work of ignorant men instead of 
a God. If I liv to the 16th of May I shall be ninety 
years of age, and must soon pass away; but instead 
of fearing punishment for anything I hav gaid or 
written about the Bible or the churches in the last 
seventy years, I feel that if there is a being anywhere 
worthy to be called God, he approves of my feeble 
efforts in this world to defend his charaster against 
the prejudice, partiality, anger, wrath, vengeance, 
and other abominations of this abominable book. 


Take your Bibles, read, think, examin, and know 
Haoxzs. 
Vineland, N. J. 


— m ae 
Here’s a Pretty State of Things. 
From Dr. Foote's Health Monthly. 
Nearly a year ago the post-office department an- 


nounced its ruling that Tolsioi's “Kreutzer Sonata" 


was unmailable; the opinion being rendered by 


‘Assistant Attorney-General Tyner, and in the annual 


report of the post-office department that followed 
that decision, and the many adverse oriticisms upon 


it, Mr. Wanamaker made the simple explanation that 


when anyone submitted a book to the post-office de- 
partment on the question of its mailable quality un- 


der the Comstock law, it was passed upon with im- 


partial judgment as to the contents of the book and 
the probable meaning of the law which refuses mail 
privileges to literature of “an indecent character.” 
‘So far as the general post-office department is con- 
‘cerned Mr. Tyner is referee and his taste is law. So 
Mr. Macdonald of Tux TRUTH Szexer has been for 
‘perhaps three months trying to get from the referce 
a decision upon the Bib'e, but in this he was less 
successful than a Texan postmaster fo whom Mr. 
Tyner lately rendered his verdict in these worda: 
“Tt is not believed in this department to come within 
the prohibitory clauses of the act referred to. The 
penalty portions of said statute are enforcible by the 
courts, and the question of liability thereunder is a 
iproper one to be submitted to the United States at- 
torney. You may assure Mr. Murray that the mail- 
ability of the volume will not be questioned by the 


post- offioe department or by any postmaster.” Evi- 

‘dently Mr. Tyner's good opinion of the Bible and 
ithe clean bill of health he givs it would not protect 
‘anyone who mailed that book from prosecution if he 
‘happened to livin a United States district where a 


judge and jury would look upon it with less rever- 


‘ential regard, and who might be inclined to weigh it 


iin the same sort of scales that Mr. Tyner used to 
itest the Tolstoi book. Mr. Tyner intimates that his 
judgment is no protection to the mailer of the book 
if & United States court decides to prosecute. Oa 
-the other hand it is notorious that no United States 
court has proceeded against the “ Kreutzer Sonata," 
and that in spite of the ruling excluding it from 


Uncle Sam's holy sacks it is daily deposited in and 


transmitted by the mails. So the official post-office 


| department estimate apparently is of no effect either 
‘for or against a book, and the United States courts 


and the sense (or folly) of local jurios anywhere iu 
this broad country are what the citizen has to con- 
sider. A publisher in Maine may run no risk in 
mailing a book that a jury in California would find 
within the meaning of the law. So the status of the 
book business is about as varied and uncertain, ac- 
cording to location and publie enlightenment. as is 
the marriage relation under the mixed and differing 
conditions of marrisge and divorce laws in the sev- 
eral states of the Union. As a man may in some 
states marry again, though in his own home to do so 
would be bigamy, so a bookseller, or anyone else 
that has occasion to mail a book, may do it very inno- 
cently in some places, while in others he would be 
taking the risk of s criminal action in & United States 
court, with possible fine and imprisonment. The sit- 
uation is a curious one. We hav a lawful censor in 
the person of Mr. Tyner, and many self, oonstituted 
censors in the persons of the agents of the varicus 
vice societies, Mr. Tyner might decide that the 
post-office department would not refuse the mails to 
a certain book, and yet in Boston Mr. Ohase, in New 
York Mr. Comstock, or in Chicago Mr. McAfee might 
find it offensiv to their moral (?) nostrils, and set the 
United States courts in motion against the publisher. 

But of this manifestly unfair and precarious di- 
lemma there appear to be but two modes of escape. 
Either the United States Congress should establish 
a court of censorship whose decision should be law 
everywhere, and be ^on call” to the inquiry of every 
citizen concerning any book, or there should be no 
laws regulating the mailability of literature on its 
moral quality ; and the latter we believe to be the 
only plan consistent with our Constitution and the 
precedents and purposes of our general government, 
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We desire to express hearty thanks to Edward 
Stine, Frank Morse, J. N. Friend, J. R. Lewis, Wm. 
Bauer, W. N. Scott, S. N. Rosenquist, and G. W. 
Crawford for their responses last week to our appeal 
for new subscribers. There are, we believe, thou- 
sands of Freethinkers throughout the country who 
will subscribe for the paper if it is called to their 
attention, and we ask our friends who meet them 
to do this for the paper and its work. It is nota 
great deal for each one to do, but in the aggregate 
it would be of immense service to the cause of free- 
dom of thought; for the stronger the paper is, the 
more gqod it can do. We hope next week the list 
will be longer, and to those now on the list who 
are in arrears, we once more say, Please remit, 
for we need the money. 

— 5s 

Ovx readers will every one be glad to know that 
work upon the book of the Bible Pictures which hay 
been published in Tux TRUrR SEERER will be pursued 
activly this summer and the volume brought out 
early in the fall. : 

If Mr. John Peck's health will permit—and it 
probably will—he will assist in preparing a good por- 
tion of the reading to accompany each picture. The 
volume will contain between two and three hundred 
pictures, and will be sold for one dollar. It will be 
the greatest book of Bible stories ever printed, 
Orders will be thankfully taken at any time and filled 


at the earliest moment the book leaves the press. 
— . — — 
It Is Unique Indeed. 
From the Mount Desert Herald, Bar Harbor, Me. 
One of the most unique publications of recent times is the 
** Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book,”’ from the press of the 
Truth Seeker Company, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 
The book contains one hundred and eighty-five full-page 
illustrations by Mr. Watson Heston, the well-known TRUTH 
SEEKER artist. It is calculated to make a sensation wherever 
seen, and the editor has so reinforced the artist’s pictorial 
arguments and satires by liberal citations of fact, history, 
statistics, and the opinions of scholars, as to make very in- 
teresting reading. Liberal thinkers, of all grades of liberal- 
ity, will find much to amuse and instruct in the contents of 
this volume. The price, $2 in boards, $2.50 in cloth, is re- 
markably low for so large a volume. 
— — ae — — 


An Open Letter to the Attorney-General. 
To Wium H. H. Mirer, Attorney-General of the 

United States: 

Dear Sir: I desire an opinion on a matter con- 
nected with the administration. of justice, as repre- 
sented by your department of our government, and 
therefore ask you to kindly enlighten me. The case 
is this: 

A friend of mine, Mr. B. C. Murray, of Denison, 
Tex., asked his postmaster as to the mailability of a 
volume called the “ Holy Bible.” Mr. Murray asked 
the question because Mr. Wanamaker, Postmaster- 
General, in his report for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1890, in explanation of his agt in excluding from 


the mails a questionable book, says, “It was soon 
found that it was not enough merely to provide 
for the exclusion of ‘ obscene, lewd, and lascivious’ 
publications, but that publications that were simply 
‘indecent, had also better be excluded,’ which led 
to the passage of the amendment above quoted. 
‘The statute was thus broadened,’ the postmaster- 
general continues, ‘by prohibiting the transmission 
of any matier offensiv to modesty, or tending to 
subvert respect for decency or morality.” He says, 
furthermore, it does not matter whether or not a 
given publication presented for mailing appears, by 
complaint or otherwise, to a postmaster to be ob- 
scene, lewd, or lascivious, if it does appear to be 
indecent. He is obliged, in order not to become a 
lawbreaker, to refer the questionable print to the 
proper official. And again, “It does not matter, 
when the referee considers the question, whether 
the publication is merely ‘obscene, lewd, or laseivi- 
ous.” Jf it is simply” indecent, he must exclude it 
or break the law.” 

The statute which the postmaster-general con- 
ceives givs him the right to say these things is as 
follows: 

Any person who shall knowingly mail or cause to be 
mailed . . articles before declared to be unmailable 
should be deemed to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and liable 
to a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $5,000, or to 
imprisonment at hard labor for not less than one year nor 
more than ten years." The law as amended in 1876 reads as 
follows: Every obscene, lewd, or lascivious book, pam- 
phlet, picture, paper, writing, print, or other publication of 
an indecent character, is hereby declared to be unmailable 
matter, and shall not be conveyed in the mails, nor delivered 
from any post-office nor by any letter-carrier.” 

It was a knowledge of this statute which made my 
friend Mr. Murray fearful of mailing the volume 
called the “ Holy Bible,” because the volume con- 
tains passages which he thought might be construed 
to be “indecent,” and “ offensiv to modesty, having 
a tendency to subvert respect for decency and mo- 
rality,” which, according to Mr. Wanamaker’s report 
(p. 17, next to last paragraph), renders a book obnox- 
ious to the law as amended July 12, 1876 (19 Stat., 
p. 90). The passages to which I refer, and to which 
your attention is respectfully called in the volume 
herewith inclosed, are as follows: Ohspters iv, xvi, 
xvii, xviii, xix, xx, xxi, xxix, xxxiv, xxxviii, xxxix, and 
others of the book called Genesis; chapters iv, xiii, 
xxii, xxxiii, xxxiv, and others of the book called Exo- 
dus; chapters xv, xviii, xx, xxi, and others of the 
book called Leviticus ; chapters v, xxxi, and others 
of the book ealled Numbers ; chapters xxi, xxii, xxiii, 
and others of the book called Deuteronomy ; chap- 
ters ii, vi and others of the book called Joshua; 
chapters xvi, xix, xx, xxi, of the book called Judges ; 
chapter iii and others of the book called Ruth; 
chapters i, ii, xix, and others of the book called 1 
Samuel; chapters iii, vi, xvi, and others of the book 
ealled 2 Samuel; chapters i, xi, xvi, and others of 
the book called 1 Kings; chapters ix and xviii of 
the book called 2 Kings; chapters xxxi, xl, and 
others of the book called Job; chapters v, xxiii, and 
others of the collection called Proverbs; chapters i, 
ii, v, vii, viii, and others of the book called Solomon’s 
Song; chapters xxxvi, lvii, and others of the book 
called Isaiah; chapters i, ii, iii, xlix, and others of 
the book called Jeremiah ; chapters iv, xvi, xxiii, and 
others of the book called Ezekiel; chapters i, ii, iii, 
iv, and others of the book called Hoses; ohapter i 
of the book called Micah; chapter i of the book 
called St. Matthew; chapter vii of the book called 
St. Mark; chapters i and ii of the book called St. 
Luke; chapter viii of the book called St. John; 
chapters i and iv of the book called an epistle to the 
Romans; chapters v, vi, vii, and others of the book 
called an epistle to the Corinthians; chapter xvii of 
the book called Revelation, and such others as you 
may find upon examination. 

In his reply to the postmaster of Denison, Texas, 
through whom Mr. Murray forwarded his inquiry, 
the Hon. James N. Tyner, Assistant Attorney-general 
for the Post-office Department, says: “If Mr. Mar- 
ray should offer the Holy Bible for mailing, you can 
receive and deliver it at your office, or transmit it in 
the mails; for it is not believed in this department 
to come within the prohibitory clauses of the act re- 
ferred to. The penalty portions of said statute are 
enforeible by the courts, and the question of his 
liability thereunder is a proper one to be submitted 
to the United States attorney.” 

My application to you is made in accordance with 
Mr. Tyner's suggestion. My reason for interfering 


in this matter is that more than three months ago I 
made application to the Post- office Department to 
hav this question decided, but without success. I 
take it, however, that the Post-office Department 
will adhere to this decision ; therefore the Company 
of which I am a member can mail the volume called 
the Holy Bible without fear of that part of the 
machinery of government. And I submit to you 
whether, should anyone outside the department 
cause the arrest of any member of the Company for 
mailing the volume, you would consider it & case for 
prosecution by the United States District Attorney 
and for the euforcement of the penalty portions of 
said statute. Very respectfully, 
Eprror or Tur Trors SEEKER. 


Mr. Wanamaker—Mr. St. John. l 
If all the Liberals of the country make up their 
minds to pursue the course dətermined on by our 


friend St. John, as outlined in the subjoined letter, 


Holy John will hav a racy, not to say vulgar, quarter 
of an hour. . 

Mr. St. John some time ago became interested in 
the application made to Holy John for a decision on 
the mailability of the volume called the Holy Bible, 
and he naturally also wanted to know how a decision 
on the book as a whole would affsct a volume in his 
possession called the “Holy Bible Abridged.” In 
communicating with this office in regard to the latter 
work he informed us of the favorable result of his 
application to the department, upon which we at 
once asked for a copy of the decision. The following 
is his reply to that letter: 

** CkDAR FALLS, Ia., May 4, 1891. 

* Mz. EpiTOR: Yours of April 27th at hand, and in reply 
I would say that I did not write to Wanamaker myself, but 
left a copy of the * Holy Bible Abridged’ with the postmaster 
of Cedar Falls, to see what he thought about its being mail- 
able, and he could not decide, 80 I asked him to send it to 
the postmaster-general and get his decision. And he did so 
(or said he did), and said that the decision was that the book 
was mailable on account of its containing nothing but ex- 
tracts from the Bible. I asked him for the report that he 
got, and he said that belonged to the post-office, but perhaps 
he would let me hav a copy of it. 

** Since the decision I wrote 2 Kings, xviii, 27, on a postal- 
card, aud sent it to John Wanamaker, and intend that more 
shall follow. The churches are forcing the Bible into our 
common schools, and want us to swear by it in court, and 
are determined to engraft it into our national Constitution. 
And now Iam determined to feed them on their own filth 
until they get enough of it, and hope all other Liberals will 
do the same. In this they can be greatly assisted by 
ordering a copy of the ‘ Holy Bible Abridged.’ 

- ** Yours fraternally, M. W. Sr. Jonn.” 

We hav since received a copy of the letter to which 
Mr. St. John refers, which reads as follows. It will 
not escape notice that Mr. Tyner is getting & little 
belligerent and inclined to talk back sharper than 
official duty strictly demands: 

** OzFIOE OF THE AssisTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., April 10, 1891. } 
“S. B. HUBERT, Postmaster, Cedar Falls, Ia. 

“ Sir: With your letter of the 7th instant, addressed to 
the postmaster-general (which has been sent to me for reply), 
you submit a volume entitled ‘ The Holy Bible’ (abridged), 
and inquire if your opinion that it is unmailable under the 
provisions of section 380 Postal Laws and Regulations, would 
be concurred in by this department. I answer in the nega- 
tiv. The volume is made up exclusivly of reproductions 
of chapters and verses from the Bible, and we hav not pro- 
gressed here to the extent of regarding that sacred book as 
obscene or indecent. i 

„If the volume referred to is offered to you for mailing, 
you should take it without question. Very respectfully, 

** James N. Tyner, Assistant Attorney. General. 

** The volume is herewith returned.” 


Mr. St. John, however, has no doubts at all of 
the linguistic quality of the Holy Bible. Hə calls 
it, plainly, filth, And upon looking up the verse 
he has sent to Holy John, we will hav to con- 
fess that Mr. St. John is not far feom right. But 
that only shows how men differ. Mr. Tyner, Assist- 
ant Attorney-General for the Post Office Department, 
ho!ds that the volume does not come under the pro- 
hibitory clauses of the law against “ indecent” litera- 
ture, aud therefore will not question its mailability. 
Yet if Mr. St. John were in Mr. Tyner’s place the 
Holy Bible would be at once excluded as filth. 
Which shows that human beings are fallible ; that it 
makes all the difference in the world whose ox is 
gored ; and that Mr. Tyner is not in sympathy with 
the Holy John’s definition of excludible books, or 
that he has not read the Bible. And yet he threw 
out the Kreutzer Sonata.” 

In this difference of opinion between two suppos- 
ably fallible people our sympathy is entirely with Mr. 
St. John, 
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True Christian Endeavor. 


Mr. J. O. Brown, of Pittsburgh, Pa., chief of the 
“Department of Public Safety," whatever that may 
be, has made the jackass of himself usual with such 
interfering officials. He received a letter from David 
Henderson, manager of the Duquesne Theater in Chi- 
cago, asking whether it would be in accordance with 
the law of Pittsburgh to hav Colonel Ingersoll deliver 

- one of his lectures on Sunday night at the theater. 
Mr. Brown replied as fellows: 

** Tn answer to yours of the 8th inst. I would ;reply that it 
would be directly contrary to law for Mr. Ingersoll to lecture 
upon the Sabbath day or evening where an admission is 
charged. I hope you will not attempt to hav such a lecture 
delivered, for it will be my imperativ duty to prevent the 
same. This letter is written after consultation with the at- 
torney of this department with reference to the law." 

In conversation with a reporter Mr. Brown said 
further: 

“Iam unalterably opposed to opening the doors any 
wider on the Sunday question. We hav freedom enough, 
and lectures of this kind are only gotten up for money, and 
I think we might as well open the theaters for theatrical 
performances as a lecture of the kind Mr. Ingersoll would 
naturally giv.” ` l i i 

“ We hav freedom enough!” Which means that 
in Mr. Brown’s opinion we hav too much, and he 
proposes. to curtail it as much as possible. Mr. 
Brown is evidently a Obristian, a churchman, and a 
despot. It is high time the people of Pittsburgh 
resolved to make that city something besides a Pu- 
ritan hamlet. The laws of a hundred years ago are 
hardly the rules for a self-respecting city to-day. 

— . —u 


A Suggestion that Lincoln Did Not Suggest. 


J. E. Remsburg has just succeeded in running 
down another Christian lie regarding Lincoln. In 
the Western Christian Advocate, the leading Chris- 
tian journal of the West, originally appeared the 
following pious story: 

„On the day of the receipt of the capitulation of Lee, as 
we learn from a friend intimate with the late President Lin. 
coln, the cabinet meeting was held an hour earlier than usual. 
Neither the president nor any member was able, for a time, to 
giv utterance to his feelings. At the suggestion of Mr. Lin- 
coln all dropped on their knees and offered, in silence and in 
tears, their humble and heartfelt acknowledgment to the 
almighty for the triumph he had granted to the national 
cause.” 

Probably none of the many stories concerning Lin- 
coln’s alleged piety has been given such wide pub- 
licity as the above. Again and again it went the 
rounds of the religious press. It is to be found 
doing duty in religious tracts and Sunday- school 
books. It is preserved in Raymond’s Life of 
Lincoln,” and in Carpenter's “Six Months at the 
White House.” It had become, in fact, a part of 
American history, a companion-piece to Washing- 
ton's praying at Valley Forge. Mr. Remsburg 
knew that, like the Valley Forge story, it was false, 
and he resolved to attempt a demonstration of its 
falsity while it was possible to do so. There is but 
one member of President Lincoln's cabinet living, 
Hon. Hugh McOulloch, secretary. of the treasury, 
now residing in Washington, D. O. Through the as- 
sistance of Mr. N. P. Stockbridge, an old and re- 
apected citizen of Fort Wayne, Ind., and a life-long 
friend of Mr. McOulloch’s, he succeeded in bringing 
the matter before the only surviving witness and 
obtained above his signature the following emphatic 
denial of the story’s truthfulness: 

** The description of what occurred at the executiv man- 
sion, when the intelligence was received of the surrender of 
the Confederate forces, which you quote from the Western 
Christian Advocate, is not only absolutely groundless, but 
absurd, After I became secretary of the treasury I was 
present at every cabinet meeting, and I never saw Mr. Lin- 
coln, nor any of his ministers, upon his knees or in tears.” 


An Anarchist Daily Journal. 

Of the act of the mob which shot to death the 
Italians acquitted of the Hennessey murder by a New 
Orleans jury, the Herald of this city says: |: 

“They were approved by the community, and what the 
community approves cannot be criminal. The end 
justifies the means.” ' 

That is queer logie! The majority ean do no 
wrong" is really what it means. But if what two 
men do as against a third is not wrong, how is it 
when one of tha two goss over to the third and 
reverses the action? In a community of ten thou- 
sand one hundred can conspire and do criminal acts, 
but if five thousand and one unite to do the 
same thing the conspiracy is not conspiracy and the 


2 


crime is not criminal! When the community of 
Morristown punished O. B. Reynolds for blasphemy 
no wrong was done to the liberty of the press, but if 
one more than half of the community had disa- 
greed with the prosecution, then liberty of the press 
would hav been invaded! Could anything more 
stupid than the Herald's reasoning be invented! 

Our great cosmopolitan journal is in this an 
Anarchist sheet in the popular but not in the philo- 
sophical sense. It should reform, or the Illinois au- 
thorities may hang its editor when he visits the 
World's Fair. 


i — 
Christ’s Sinlessness. 


A subscriber to the Christian Advocate asks the 
editor if Christ could hav sinned, if so disposed, 
and Dr. Buckley replies thus piously : 

“If ao disposed, he would hav already sinned. We sup- 
pose that you mean, had Christ power to sin in the same 
sense in which a man has power? Into the metaphysics of 
such a question the scriptures do not go, nor can we. That 
he was a free agent is assumed, that free agents hav a phys. 
ical power to sin is also assumed, but the mystery of the 
union of the divinity and the humanity in Christ defies com- 
prehension, and it is enough for us to know that he was 
without sin, and also to know that there was no conceiv- 
able hazard in sending him into the world.” 

That is, if a man is tempted to do something 
wrong, but does not do it, he has done wrong. 
What nonsense! Such pronouncement is like a 
statute against something not in itself at all hermful. 
Theological sin and real sin are two different things. 

Secondly, there is no such thing as free agency in 
the conduct of human beings. They are influenced 
by heredity and environments, and man does as he 
must. He cannot elect to think one thing, nor can 
he do otherwise than as circumstances compel him. 

We admit that the “union of the divinity and 
the humanity in Christ defies comprehension,” be- 
cause; knowing nothing of the “ divine,” we cannot 
say how it would unite with anything. If Christ 
ever lived he was purely human, a religious crank 
like Mohammed, or an impostor like all “ saviors.” 
Buddha is probably the foundation upon which the 
stories of Ohrist's life rest, and Buddhistie theology is 
as impossible as Christian theology. 

But Christ was not without sin, if stealing is sin; 
and we believe all churches preach against stealing, 
however much their members practice it individually 
and the churches as corporations, by robbing the 
state of its dues. Ohrist led his disciples through 
a cornfield, plucking and eating as they went; and 
we never hav read anywhere that Jesus paid for it. 
Certainly, when remonstrated with for breaking the 
Sabbath he justified the act of his disciples. And 
when he desired to go into Jerusalem he sent two 
of his disciples to get an ass and her colt, not offer- 
ing to buy them, or pay the livery bill, but to just 
say to any vigilance committees who objected “ that 
the Lord hath need of them.” And Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem on property stolen by his orders. If such 
a man as that is without sin,” what is the use of 
hanging horsethieves ? 

As to the last statement by Dr. Buckley, that 
there was no conceivable hazard in sending Jesus 
into the world, we should say these two instances 
disprove it very emphatically. According to Chris- 
tian theology, an ordinary man would hazard the 
loss of his soul by doing as Christ did—unless he 
paid something to the church and repented. Then, 


of course, he could go to heaven. 
— ——— —— ——— 


The Great Leading Case. 

In a recent issue of the Woman's Journal, An- 
thony Comstock says: 

** The trial, the decision, the appeal, and the affirmance of 
the Circuit Court of the United States for the Southern Dis- 
trict of New York, in the case of the conviction of D. M. 
Bennett, is the great leading case in the United States, where 
the questions of ‘the intent,’ the ‘tests of obscenity,’ the 
‘rules to be applied,’ and the ‘principles governing this 
class of cases,’ are all fully set out, so that he was fully in. 
formed of the law, and of the highest decisions of the English 
and American courts bearing upon the question involved.” 

That being so, there is but one decent thing for 
our Congressmen to do, and that is, to repeal the 
law under which such an outrage upon justice can 
be committed. As construed by Benedict in Mr. 
Bennett's trials, there are few reforms in sociology 
or medicin printed and mailed advocacy of which 
would not land the reformers in prison. The entire 
matter depends upon the prejudices and opinions of 
those having the prosecuting power. The law takes 
in everything. An Infidel proseoutor and jury would 


send the whole Bible Society and Frances Willard’s 
White Cross Society to jail. Orthodox and conserva- 
tiv medical juries would lock up all the doctors who 
tell people how to keep well. It is a sweeping and 
unwholesome law, and the people least capable of 
judging when it should be enforced are the members 
of the Society for the Suppression of Vice, led by 
that dangerous person, Anthony Comstock. 

Any law capable of such ferocious construction as 
that made by Benedict in Mr. Bennett's case should 
be repealed. It cannot be made safe by modifi- 


cation. 
— 9-4 9——————— 


Editorial Notes. 


Tuose who like to make annotations and little commen- 
taries of their own in books of a statistical, historical, or po- 
lemical character, wil do well when ordering the ''Free- 
thinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book ” to ask for copies with blank 
leaves, inserted for just that purpose. The leaves are in the 
two-dollar edition, and there is no extra charge. 


IN a column devoted to a report of the reception of Colo- 
nel Ingersoll at the Auditorium, the Chicago Tribune, the 
day after the lecture, among other flattering words, said: 
‘t Colonel Ingersoll’s rosy face is always welcome in this 
town, and when he tosses his hollyhocks of eloquence from 
a public stage, they are eagerly grasped and carried home in 
the bosoms of a good many thousands of persons. But the 
crowd that heard his lecture on Shakspere last night was 
by far the biggest that he ever spoke before in a public hall. 
ES His reception last night was enthusiastic. The au- 
dience was enthralled from the beginning, and when he left 
the stage he was followed by a roar of applause, and a can- 
nonade of cheers that was maintained for five minutes after 
the close of the lecture." 


Ax last the Voice has proclaimed its hypocrisy. To catch 
gulls it has maintained that its party does not propose to 
interfere with personal rights, but proceeds against liquor- 
selling as a public nuisance. ‘‘ Prohibition,” it proclaims, 
“ says nothing about the right to purchase, but it denies the 
right to sell liquor, since experience invariably shows that 
sale is a serious public nuisance, and entails vice, crime, and 
pauperism.” Also in previous issues it is said, comparing 
liquor to dangerous substances, that the personal right of 
a man to drink milk swarming with baccilli if he wants to, 
and the legal right of barter and sale in it, are two different 
questions." And one of the editors of the Votce said within 
our hearing that the Prohibitionists did not want to stop 
liquor-drinking, but only liquor-selling. It was upon this 
statement that we called him down, and now convict him 
out of his own mouth. In the Voice of May 7th he relates 
that two Vermont men were recently haled before a magis- 
trate, one for selling liquor, the other for drinking it to 
drunken excessivness. The first was punished, the second 
allowed.to go because the liquor upon which he became 
intoxicated was his own cider, mixed with alcohol. And in 
comment the editor of the Voice looks across the street in this 
direction, saying: Which is a forcible illustration of a 
truth we hav labored for six years to get into the heads of 
some people, the Editor of Taz TRUTRH BEEXZER, for instance, 
namely, that prohibitory law does not say to a man what he 
shall eat, drink, or wear, but what he shall traffic in. 
Nevertheless there is in Vermont a law against drunkenness, 
and it ought to be enforced.” If punishing a man for getting 
drunk is not interfering with personal rights we ask the loud 
Voice on the next corner to set us right. But: ‘‘ Bestow thy 
money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, for oxen or for 
sheep or for wine or for strong drink, or whatsoever thy 
soul desireth " is still scripture, and as before remarked, the 
Prohibitionists are very pious. 


Tar Dubuque, Iowa, Trades and Labor Congress met re. 
cently and adopted a petition, with only two or three dis- 
senting votes, that the World’s Fair be opened on Sundays. 
This action led to a flerce controversy on the question of 
Sunday, church and state, and for several days the papers 
were filled with articles for and against church and state 
union. The vote of the congress put the Sabbatarians in 
wild commotion, as it was unexpected, and one minister 
took it upon himself to upbraid from the pulpit the leader 
in the congress who introduced the petition. The conclud- 
ing paragraphs of one of the articles in reply to this preacher 
state the principles involved so clearly that we quote them : 
In conclusion, let me ask what right, inasmuch as this is 
not a Christian government constitutionally, we hav to tax 
the Catholic, the Jew, or the Infidel to support military 
schools and then compel their boys to come under the influ- 
ence of a Christian Protestant chaplain who not only reads 
the Bible to him but prays before him and for him in public 
and private to make Christian men of them from a Protest- 
ant standpoint? What right, too, hav we to tax them to 
support the chaplain of a legislature who every morning givs 
them the Christian Protestant prayers? What right hav we 
to open presidential conventions with prayer, issue thanks- 
giving and fast day proclamations, and stamp upon the dol- 
lar which the Infidel is forced to handle the words ' In God 
We Trust? By Sunday laws we impose the burden upon 
the Jew and Seventh Day Adventists who observe Saturday 
of Keeping two days a week for rest, and so heavy is this 
burden that some of the Jews are now agitating for the 
adoption of the Christian Sabbath. If the conscience of any 
citizen will not allow him to attend the Fair on Sunday he 
can absent himeelf, as there is no law compelling him to at- 
tend, and he should therefore not play the role of the ‘ dog 
in the manger.’ As we cannot be too jealous of our liber- 
ties, or too anxious to avoid living over again our bloody 
Puritan past, we must heartily agree in one desire—that re- 
ligious liberty and the right to freedom of thought should 
be upheld, and to this end we should insist upon 4 total sep- 
aration of church and state.” 
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Zellers from Lriends. 


ViscHER's Ferry, May 10, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed find $5 for Taz TRUTH SEEKER up 
to May 7, 1898, and also fifty cents for Miss Gardener’s new 
novel. I want the Bible Pictures. And if ever you get 
them in book form send me the first copy and I will remit. 
"Yours very truly, A. Bzsr. 


Reno, Nev., May 3, 1891. 
Mx. Eprror: I take great interest in reading Letters 
from Friends," and in the paper in general, and send in two 
new names and my own and $7. We vote for the pictures 
all thetime. We would like tosee the Chicago Fair open 
on Sundays; and hope to hear some able discourses, and 
above all to see and hear Col. R. G. Ingersoll in 1893 at 

Chicago. W. N. Soorr. 


San FRANOIS CO, Car., May 3, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: Permit me to make a suggestion in regard 
to the Freethinkers’ badge. I would suggest a four. leafed 
clover; representing truth, love, hope, and reason," 
“ father, mother, sister, and brother," music, poetry, 
sculpture, and painting," north, south, east, and west,” 
its stem the fountain of liberty." This represents the 

world, the human family and its duties. A. AAMOLD. 


Rogers, ARK., May 4, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: Mr. Jamieson was here Easter Sunday, and 
gave two lectures the week before Easter and one on Monday 
evening. He came right in the midst of a railroad excite- 
ment. We were working hard to get two more roads into 
Rogers, and then on Sunday and Monday night the churches 
were in full blast, so the lectures were not well attended, 
and very little money was collected, so the burden fell heavily 
on a few of us. I had calculated to try to get some sub- 

scribers during the lectures. H. M. MoGavueuey. 


Ditton, Mowr., May 5, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: Sample copy of Taz Teurs SERKER received. 
I herewith inclose $3 for a year's subscription. I hav not seen 
a copy of 1891, so I would ask as a special favor to com- 
. mence my subscription with January, 1891, if possible, and 
gend me the back numbers, as I want the pictures as well as 
the reading matter,and nothing within its pages gets old 
anyway. I ordered one of your Pictorial Text-Books ” last 
October and hav had plenty of amusement showfng it to 
religious cranks. James W. UNDERWOOD. 


Rioevitze, Ia., May 8, 1891. 

Mr. Evitor: I am only a subscriber of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
for the last twelve months, but I cannot be without it any 
more. Your paper is my welcome visitor every week. I 
always had a great desire to read Freethought matter for the 
Jast fifteen years, but I had no knowledge of any until 
about two years ago, and I now fully realize the loss I sus- 
tained by wandering in the darkness of Catholic orthodoxy, 
instead of being in the light of Freethought truth. 

I hav received the Truth Seeker Tracts; they giv entire 
satisfaction, and I think they are good little missionaries to 
send among the Christian heathens. I remain, 

Forever a seeker after truth, Henry Bisson. 


Sipvey, O., May 6, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrog: Your statistics of the religious beliefs of 
penitentiary convicts in Tux TRUTH BREKRR of January 10th 
and May 2d are quite interesting. About three years ago 
I suggested to Secretary Stevens of the American Secular 
Union that it would be a good work for the Union to hav 
the government make an inquiry into this matter in the then 
forthcoming census. Mr. Stevens thought well enough of 
the idea to mention it in an article in Taz TRUTH Seeger (I 
believe without credit), but no effort was made to put the 
idea in effect I believe. I feel certain such statistics would 
be a great boon to Freethinkers, but Christians would op- 
pose the taking of such. Why would they? 

How many Infidels and preachers would you estimate in 
the United States, and what per cent of each are in peniten- 
tiaries? I think there are ten preachers to one Infidel in 
prison, and ten Infidels to one preacher out. Am I far 
wrong? If such could be shown, would any argument be 
go effectiv? Truly thine, Emory P. ROBINSON. 


Wesr MissTER, CAL., May 3, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrog: Will you allow me a small space in your 
valuable paper to announce the death of an old friend of 
mine, and a friend of humanity, and an old reader of THE 
TRUTH SxEKER? : 

Luke William Gallup was born in the town of New Lon- 
don, state of Connecticut, Feb. 22, 1822, and died near West 
Minster, Orange county, Cal, April 10th, at his home, at 4 
P.M. He died without a struggle, as though he was going 
to sleep. He died as he had lived, like a god. Language 
fails me to picture bis life and death. Suffice it to say they 
both were sublime. I was at his bedside when he breathed 
his last, surrounded by his family, which consists of his 
wife and three children—a boy of ten years, two girls, one 
of twelve and one of eight years, who are all imbued with 
the nature of their father, which is, truth, liberty, and prog- 
ress. His last request while he lived was to hav no priest 
or minister at his funeral. He had selected some pieces 
from the Secular Hand. Book " written by A. R. Ayres to 
be read at his funeral He also wished that a complete bio- 
graphical sketch should be given of his religious life and 
views, which was all done as best we could do. 

The funeral attracted a large number of people, principally 
from curiosity. The people here are all Christians. The 
remark was often made that the service would hay been 


good if it had been solemnized by a minister. And so 
ended the life of this good man. 

I hav known Mr. Gallup for about five years, and the 
more I knew of him the better I loved him, because his 
whole make-up or his whole soul was a mass of goodness 
and virtue. It was his teaching that made me free, that lib- 
crated me from the grasp of the church, and oh, I am 80 
thankful! It seems to me so strange that my reason was 80 
benumbed or go confined by the Bible and its creeds for the 
better part of my life. But now I feel like rejoicing. . I feel 
like a bird uncaged, turned loose, given its freedom. What 
pleasure, what sights I see! What depths I feel! What 
love my soul breathes from nature! O Nature, what a god! 
Language fails me to picture Nature. I hav been but a 
short time a reader of Tug TRUTH SEgKER and kindred lit. 
erature, but I hav received much knowledge from them. 
Please number me as one wishing progress, and a friend to 
truth. R. A. MARTIN. 


Kansas Ciry, Mo., May 8, 1891. 

Mz. EpnrTOR: Inclosed please find a clipping from the 
North, Minneapolis, Minn. It is translated from a paper 
that is the most reliable, and in many people’s opinion the 
best, Swedish one in the United States, the Swedish. American, 
Chicago, Ill. This paper five-years ago refused to advertise 
a Unitarian student's lecture in a hall in Chicago under pre- 
tense that the young man was not a graduate from Sweden, 
but in fact, as admitted to Mr. O. Odelius, 208 E. Van Buren 
street, same city, by a member of the editorial staff of said 
Swedish American, because it would hurt the feelings of the 
Swedish-American Lutheran Augustana clergy. The Swedish. 
American has a circulation of two thousand copies every week. 
Please note the difference of opinion in only five years. 

The greatest divine gift of man is his reason. It is by 
means of this gift that man rises above the brute, and it is 
through his reason that civilized man has advanced so far in 
the fields of art and science. Take away reason from man, 
and suddenly he sinks down to the level of the brute. And 
still we hear preachers condemn reason! It is the object of 
these preachers to see man sink down until he becomes 
equal to the beasts. 


Yours fraternally, 


Conoorn, N. C., May 11, 1891. 

Mz. Enitor: Let us reason together. Right is right and 
wrong is wrong. The late war has stripped many families of 
their means of support, and caused many to seek an asylum 
in the poorhouse. i . 

Mr. Joshua Harris died in 1859, leaving a reasonable com- 
petency for his children. One of his daughters, Miss Har- 
ris, came to want, and went to the poorhouse—county home, 
as it is now known. Miss Harris was a consistent member 
of a religious church, and sustained a good character—not 
even a whisper of a stain: against her character. After 
twelve years of life in the county home she died. Rather 
than see her buried in Potter's field I had her remains 
brought here and buried. Igave and sent word to six fam- 
ilies, who were her companions in youth, and school-mates. 
Four ladies, including my wife and two daughters, were 
all the ladies of seven churches to see her put beneath the 
clods ofthe valley. Only a pauper. Had Miss Harris died 
possessed of five or ten thousand dollars how different would 
hav been the scene. To the honor of her pastor I must say, 
he showed respect to the deceased. For so doing I respect 
him. : J. W. Manarry. 


Joun LARSON. 


Hatirax, N. S., May 1, 1891. 
MR. EniTOR : I contribute this extract: 
While in New York, I had the curiosity to call on the cel- 


ebrated author of the Rights of Man.” He livs in Green. 
wick a short way from the city. In the only decent apart- 


ment of a small, indifferent-looking frame house, I found | 


this extraordinary man, sitting wrapt in a night-gown, the 
table before him covered with newspapers, with pen and ink 
beside him. Paine's face would hav excellently suited the 
character of. Bardolph ; but the penetration and intelligence 
of his eyes bespeak the man of genius and of the world. 


He complained to me of hig inability to walk, an exercise: 


he was formerly fond of; he examined my book, leaf by 
leat, with great attention desired me to put down hie name 


as a subscriber; and. after inquiring particularly for Mr.: 


P. and Mr. B., wished to be remembered to both. 


I thought anything relating to Paine would be of interest | 


to the world. Icopied this from Alexander Wilson the nat- 
uralist. Paine subscribed for Wilson’s book, which cost 
over $100; this did not look like the miserable creature the 
pious people try to make him out. 
with your paper, but I do not suppose I will hav to enjoy 
it much longer, for I am eighty years of age. My profession 


is natural history. I find all ministers very ignorant on this. 


subject, and also the very pious. 


Yours fraternally damned, AxpRRW Downs. 


CARBONA DO, Wass., May 1, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrog: In looking over the list of Humboldt Li- 
brary ” I noticed that style A are sold separately or in sets. 
I inclose a post-office order for which please forward the 
last bound (xi) volume. The remainder is toward keeping 
my berth on board of your craft, in search of further knowl- 
edge. Your craft has the glare of the electric light to steer 
it through the fogs of superstition, while far behind is left 
the ship of Zion with the smoky torch of our cave-dwelling 
ancestors. . 

A modern Craddock can hold a fort or battle-field with pen 
and pansy, while it took sword and shield for Cradoc (called 
by the Romans Caracticus), of old Siluria(a province of 
South Wales), who for years successfully resisted the Roman 
legions from crossing the Severn to invade his territory. 

Ever since our Bruno, Voltaire, Hobbes, and other pioneers 
of Freethought who two or three centuries ago were shipped 
from Plymouth Rock to. enlighten those benighted Euro- 
pean countries (where they could only produce Cotton Ma- 


Iam very much pleased. 


thers and the goody-good), we hav been in the van; why then 
should we follow any of those countries now? ; 
I hav drank dandelion coffee, 
. And also dandelion tea, 
So that a dandelion emblem 
Will suit well enough for me. 
Bo Grizr Lrorp. 


OBITUARY. 
PonTAGE, Wis., May 3, 1891. 
MR. Evrror: You will observe by the inclosed that your 
old subscriber, Samuel Day Merrill, is no more. He died 
strong in his belief, and having taken your paper from its 
first issue, he always called it his old friend. 
Anew E. Mok. 


As the sun arose and brightened the earth with its welcome 
rays, gladdening all nature this morning, there was one home 
in Portage where its brightness seemed but mockery, as the 
curtain of gloom had fallen heavily over that household. At 
2:20 this morning the life forsook the body of Samuel D. 
Merrill, a resident of East Cook street, and only a tenement 
of clay and a memory of his life.acts remain to pacify thore 
to whom he was endeared. Mr. Merrill had been ill but 
about a week, first being afflicted with the grippe, which 
soon developed into pneumonia, and medical skill failed to 
check its fatal grasp. 

Samuel D. Merrill was born in Maidstone, Vt., April 27, 
1810, and therefore only lacked nine days of being eighty- 
one years old. His first wife died in 1854, and in 1860 he 
married Eliza Moak, who now survives him. By his first 
marriage there were five children. Melvin, his eldest son, 
was killed in the war; Mrs. John Cochrane, of Waupun, 
also deceased; Mrs. George B. Burch, of Dubuque, Ia.; A. 
E. Merrill, of Minneapolis, now iu California, and Albert 
Merrill, of Cedar Falls, Ia. Mrs. Burch and Albert are now 
at the home of deceased. Mr. Merrill came to Wisconsin 
about 1856, and settled in the town of Fort Winnebago, on 
thé farm now owned by Louis Kiefer. He resided there 
until about ten years ago, when he came to Portage and has 
resided here since. 

Mr. Merrill was a man of strict honesty, industrious and 
saving, and had accumulated a large property in his business 
ventures, estimated by curious individuals all the way from 
$100,000 to $500,000, but Mr. Merrill was a person who did 
not publish either hl8 mental or financial worth to the world. 
He, like other men, had his friends and his enemies, and the 
writer was glad to be numbered among the former. His 
likes were strong and his dislikes equally firm, and those 
who knew him best will long cherish hís memory and worth. 
The funeral will be. held Monday at 2 p.m. from the house, 
and the remains will be interred in his lot in Silver Lake 
cemetery already prepared with a monument erected by his 
own hands. The Episcopal burial service will be read. 


San Franoisoo, CAL., May 5, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: Harrison, Wanamaker & Co., arrived in 
our city Saturday, April 25th, and remained here until one 
minute past 12 Sunday night, May 3d, when the troupe left 
for Oregon. Iinclose you a copy of a letter I wrote Mr. 
Wanamaker on the day of his arrival in the city. With this 
letter, and inclosed in the same envelope, I sent both the 
picture on the front page and the editorial pertaining to same 
of the issue of April 11th of Taz Trura BEEKER. To be 
sure that the Hon. Holy John would receive the letter I put 
a special delivery stamp on the envelope. The next day, 
Sunday, April 26th, Mr. Wanamaker was advertised to speak 
tothe Young Men's Christian Association, and as tickets 
were required to gain admittance, I procured one for both 
Mr. Putnam and myself, thinking that if Mr. Wanamaker 
should in any way reply to the letter and cartoon, some of 
the Infidels ought to hear what was said. Mr. Putnam being 
too busy that afternoon preparing for bis lecturing trip, on 
which he started the next day, and as George was out of 
town, I sacrificed my time to the cause by going it alone, 
A Iexpected, the postmaster-general was notably silent in 
regard to the matter, and though he has spoken four times 
during the two Sundays he remained in the city, the follow- 
ing, which I hav clipped from the evening Bulletin of 
yesterday, is as near as he has come to answering Tux 
TaurH SEER RR or my letter: In my last words I desire to 
commend to you a love for this old Bible, for the Sabbath day, 
for the church of God, and for the high and holy things that 
tend to increase the welfare of the community." 
' You will notice the letter is a decoy, the name is fictitious, 
and there is no such number on Post street this city. Mr. 
Wanamaker will find a8 hot à bed of Infidelity in Oregon and 
Washington as he did in San Francisco; and I hope that 
some of the Freethinkers in one of those states will succeed 
in drawing out an answer to Taz TauTH SXEKERE'Sletter of 
February 11th from this holy hypocrit, JohnWanamaker, the 
people's servant, and imagination’s slave. Hoping the Free- 
thinkers throughout the country will do their utmost to 
prevent Mr. Johnny from evading this matter, I remain, 
Yours without Christ, Freep. S. Lvox. 
- [oorrEor cory. ] 
; San Franorsoo, April 25, 1891. 
Hon. Joan WANAMAKER, Palace Hotel: My attention has 
been called to the inclosed newspaper clippings by a member 
of my family, and because I am a member of the Salvation 
Army and my persecutor a Unitarian, I am greatly em- 
barrassed at what is here published as your policy, which I 
don’t believe you ever caused to be published as your deci- 
sion. Will you please answer if the charge is true, or I would 
much rather you would refute the accusation publicly to- 
morrow at the Young Men's Christian Association meeting, 
where you are to speak, so that my Infidel relativ may be 


silenced. Iam, Yours in Christ, T. W. BrROWTHER.. 
327 Post street. : 


Easr Orro, N. Y., March 7, 1891. 

MR. Eprrok: For the benefit of those who are thirsting 
for truth, allow me to giv an opinion concerning our daily 
life. 

Could we understand how wonderfully we are made, how 
finely we are organized, we would, I think, reach out into 
broader fields of thought and learn to manage ourselvs 
better, However, there is much that one can do every day 


to bring more happiness to one’s self and others by earnestly 
studying human life. : 

Freethinkers, so called, do not believe in a personal God 
or a personal devil; in a. place called heaven or a burning 
hell; in a: personal savior or eternal damnation; yet do we 
all recognize the real meaning beneath the false. God or 
good is all-powerful. Christ or truth is the only saving 
power in the universe. 

Truth alone can save us from evil, devil. Evil and igno- 

rance go hand in hand. Truth alone can gave us from the 
burning hell of transgression of eternal law and place us in 
a condition of harmony or heaven. 
. Let God, good, dwell ever in the mind of man, let only 
good thoughts and good feelings abide within, and happiness 
will be universal. The great truth which, if understood, 
will enable à mau to do this, is summed up in three words— 
Thoughts are things.” f 

; We are continually sending out these minute particles of 
thought-substance which carry with them our mental states 
Or feelings wherever we send them. And in so doing we 
are inviting or calling to ourselvs thoughts of a like charac- 
ter. If we continually think only kind thoughts, sending 
even to our bitterest enemy a feeling of good will, we will 
receive kind thoughts in return. No vulgar or low thoughts 
can dwell long in one’s mind if he be persistent in driving 
them out by thinking pure and noble thoughts. Fretful, 
hopeless, disappointed, and discouraged thoughts bring 
back their companions to weaken our minds, lower our 
vitality, and render us miserable in mind and body. Hating 
thoughts, thoughts of revenge, and destructiv thoughts, 
while opening the way for similar thoughts to injure us, 
burn out our brains, consume our vital power, and rob our 
bodies of their rightful nutriment. On the contrary, calm, 
serene, hopeful, trustful, and patient thoughts build up and 
strengthen mind and body. Loving thoughts, thoughts of 
returning good for evil, constructiv thoughts, all attract the 
same thought elements, which quicken our minds, build up 
our bodies, and fillour hearts with new courage and joy. 
Buch make us healthful, happy, and of great value to the 
world. You who are discouraged and think yourselvs of 
little use on earth, begin to.day to think hopeful, thankful, 
&nd joyous thoughts; build yourself anew by their power. 
And soon you will see that;you are needed in this busy 
world, and that your usefulness will increase with your 
strength of mind. Yours truly, E. B. D. 


San ANTONIO, May 9, 1891. 


Mz. Eptror: As I believe in “carrying the war into 


Africa,” I hav sent the following. letter to Rev. W. W. Pin- 
gon, pastor of the Travis Park Methodist Episcopal church 
(South) of this city, which explains itself. A. CHAPMAN. 


REV. W. W. Pinson, City, Dear Sir: Bome person has 
been kind enough to leave a copy of the Ohrist'an Cbs:roer 
at. Liberal Hall, and I, as representativ of the Association, 
hereby tender thanks for the same. I only regret that the 
one gending it did not hav the moral courage to bring it in 
instead of throwihbg it into the stairway after dark. 

Having carefully read your sermon therein, there is one 
clause to which I must take exception, providing it is aimed 
at Freethinkers, and I suppose it is. The sentence referred 
to is this: What is the meaning of an oath to one who be- 

_ lieves there is no divine justice in the affairs of men?" If 
by the words divine justice? you assume that Freethink- 
ers do not believe in retribution for violation of moral and 
physical law, you are very much in the dark in regard to 
our tenets. We hold that morality is just as good out of the 
church as in it, and that for every infraction penalty is sure 
to follow. We hav no right to say that the punishment 
will bé in a futurelife, for the person does not liv who knows 
any more about a future existence than a babe. We can 
hope that evolution continues and carries us forward to new 
existences, but we cannot know it. 

The book on which so many predicate their hopes and 
fears was mostly written when intellectuality was in its 
infancy, and has been revised time after time, to make it, in 
a meagure, meet the progressiv tendency incident to modern 
thought. But it sadly needs much more revision and elimi- 
vation before it can be properly called a guide to moral life. 
Freethinkers do not believe that any book filled with mur- 
ders, debaucheries, and obscenity is what is needed to 


encourage purity and morality, and it is certainly amazing 


that so many still cling to and believe in such a volume. 
As your thoughts hav been placed before me unsought, 


but nevertheless carefully read, I trust I may be excused for | 


advancing one of the ideas peculiar to our belief. Assuming 
that your God is what you claim him to be, a God of infinit 
power, infinit justice, and infinit love, can you, while keeping 
these attributes in mind, conceive that he will for an eternity 
punish his children for living according to the natures with 
which heendowed them? Freethinkers hav a better concep- 
tion of their fod, the god of nature, and while they believe 
that each and every infraction of moral, mental, or physical 
law will be duly punished, they cannot believe that an eter. 
nity is necessary for the full completion of that punishment. 
Such a view as that transforms your God from a loving 
father to a fiend incarnate, unworthy the love or even respect 
of any sensible person. 

If you hav the slightest idea that Freethought means free 
license or any species of immorality, it is hoped. that you 
and those of your belief will take an early opportunity to 
disabuse your minds of such errors. ` 
: : Respectfully yours, A. CHAPMAN, 

Secretary San Antonio Liberal Association. 

E Burre Orry, Mont., March 18, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrog: Mankind hav ever manifested an inordinate 
desire for a more thorough knowledge of the recondite, and, 
with unabated energy, continue the search for a broken seg- 
ment in the boundless circle of time, which it is believed 
would mark the period of its beginning and termination. 
This theory was advanced by early tradition and supported 
by divine revelation, and is concurred in by some of the 
most learned of modern scientists. There being conclusiv 
proof, however, of chronological error in the scripture narra- 
tiv of creation, besides being almost totally irreconcilable 
from & scientific standpoint, this once popular idea of crea- 


tion is now being quite generally discredited. A method 
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for constructing new worlds; atrictly on scientific principles, 
and much more in accord with. human reason, is found in 
the ** nebular theory," but most unfortunately the plan de- 
signed to giv them population will remain unperfected until 
the discovery of the missing link." This apparent di- 
lemma can only be escaped in one of two directions. Either 
the planets hav always existed, together with their multitu- 
dinous forms of animal life, otherwise the presence of the 
species is due to the generativ powers and latent energies 
which nature: holds in reserve, and which under new condi- 
tions would be utilized to ‘restore perfect man. Circum- 
stances necessitating such intervention are strongly indicated 
by probable changes in the earth’s polarity. Such an event 
would force the water of the ocean from its bed, and deso- 
lation would: mark its impetuous and irresistible course. 
‘Now, if the. position of the earth’s axis were so changed as 
to be perpendicular to. the plane of its orbit, there would 
then be no changes in the climate of any locality. New pos- 
sibilities might then arise out of new conditions favorable 
to perfect organization, and perhaps the human race would 
again appear with largely.increased mental and physical 
capacity. With different results—as to mortality—the few 
survivors would re-enact the. scenes whereby history again 
repeats itself. : 

The physical effect on the earth’s surface of a change of 
polarity would be much the same as is now observed in the 
stratified rocks, each successiv stratum marking an era of 
many million years. The failure, however, to discover 
traces of mankind in the limited srea which it is possible to 
investigate, is only prima facie evidence of his being absent 
where sought for. But if it be sustained that these records 
are infallible. proof of man's non existence at that period, 
the evidence then is equally conclusiv that all the planets 
hav reached their enormous proportions by accumulations 
extending through an indefinit period of time, and that life 
is indeed the offspring of Mother Earth. It is observed, 
however, that the theory of nursing baby worlds from in- 
fancy to mature age is much more easily illustrated than 
any method by which to assign them burial. The recipro- 
cating influence, common ‘to the solar system, is but imper- 
fectly understood; but when we meditate upon the rapid 
flight of these massiv bodies around the sun in perfect order 


‘of time, and in strict ‘harmony with universal law, the de. 


struction of any one of this group of worlds, one broken 
wheel in this swiftly revolving machinery, would seem to 
involve the whole planetary system in a general catastrophe. 

The extent of ** matter” is of so great a magnitude as to 
baffle human conception, hence the declaration that ‘‘ matter 
is eternal ” seems to be founded on a basis as broad and deep 
as the universe. Millions of miles appear to us within the 
limited range of the telescope, extending in every direction 
from the earth, and this vast area is insignificant compared 
to the wide expanse which opens beyond. This crude anal- 
ysis of abstruse questions relating to the sciences, is not de- 
signed to be either authentic or instructiv, but to represent 
the general tendency of Freethought ” and individual con- 
ceptions of alleged facts, founded on theory, philosophy, 
and the teachings of divine revelation. The facts relating 
to primary conditions, or whether.man js the result of an in- 


'telligent design, are questions which are not regarded as 


being material to our interests, but are valuable only to 
those who may successfully practice upon the credulity of 
others. We cannot transcend the bounds of mentality in 
the search for a ** first great cause,” nor can we discover an 
immortal part in the mind, it having lost its identity when 
separated from matter, precisely as light imparted by the 
brilliant orb of day. 

.It is not a question, which is the greater, the father or 
son? but as to the relations existing between the goose and 
the golden egg.” Whatever our convictions may be in this 
regard which circumstances may hav forced upon us, they 
equally involve a calm resignation to the inevitable. 

Man came into the world in response to the amorous 
calls of prolific nature, without having been proffered any 
choice as to conditions. He pursues his destiny in conform- 
ity to universal law, his. independent action extending only 
so far as he may recklessly antagonize the harmony of con. 
ditions. The significance, however, of human action, so far 
as it may tend to affect new conditions, is no more apparent 
to us than the possible result of the earth’s rapid flight round 
the sun. The ills of life are not specifically the result of an 
intelligent design, but are due to ignorance and imperfect 
adaptation to primary conditions. i 

The mission of life is to attain the highest possible standard 
of human happiness. If we are designed to promote some im- 
portant end beyond the plane of our orbit, we hay no power 
to defeat the purpose, as nature has supplied us with in- 
stinctiv tendencies which contribute to that result. Rea- 
soning from these premises, we can commit no offense 
against deity, this possibility being restricted to voluntary 
or involuntary transgression of natural law. The interests 
of all are equally involved in the truth or falsity of the 
claims of inspired writers ; but the world is indeed slow 
to learn that the ways of the almighty are mysterious and 
past finding out.” Hence all assumed knowledge of deity 
is fraudulent and the missionary work of evangelists betrays 
mercenary and selfish motive; there being no human emo- 
tions directed to spiritual philanthropy. Theological science 
teaches that through the medium of faith, Christians are 
enabled to both love and fear an invisible master, who has 
no known existence, independent of what is conceived in the 
imagination. This is not only complex reasoning and a 
misnomer, but it is in direct violation of the teachings of 
metaphysical and phrenological science. The mysteries of 
the sacred writings are not thus briefly enumerated; but 
they extend with characteristic inconsistency throughout 
the complicated network of revelations, creeds, doctrins, 
and dogmas. 

Religious fanaticism hag caused this question to assume 


1891. 381 


a most irrational, wild, and fantastic form, but if Christian 
soldiers will submit to pay the expenses of an extended 
campaign, salaried generals will joyfully continue ** the irre- 
pressible conflict.” SLAS A. HANE. 


ae: EcaENE, Orr., May 3, 1891. 

Mz. Eprror: Hope of getting a new subscriber has caused 
this undue, yes, criminal delay in my renewal. : The money 
was at hand every day. Your pardon. But I need not 
further recite the old unwelcome story. I send $6—$1 for 
Liberal fund, $2 for Heston's Pictorial Text-Book,” etc. 
I like Tue Trura Bxxxxmz all over, except recent quarreling. 
It finds and ably deals with the great wealth of normal truth. 
Even the letter department is of great interest to our Free- 
thought family. I join inthe cheer of Heston. After along 
tide of laughter at the last picture I got able to say, Bully 
for Lige, go for it.” Am still laughing. Maybe sanctified 
Comstock would think that, for the breezy incident, the 
shirt-tail of this hydraulic sun-god should hav grown a little 
longer. But he will think a moment about none of the Bible 
Gods ever having been seen, excepting the back parts.” 

We are all proud of our many writers and speakers of such 
commanding talent and zeal. One of the pleasing marvels 
of the age is that so many bright and brave women, young 
and old, are now in the front ranks of progress and rational 
philosophy. 

Woman, nature’s most hallowed sbrine of worth and 
beauty—woman, ever belied, desecrated, and enslaved by 
bogus Bibles and priests, shall yet ascend to the higher plain 
of thought, and there find the true felicity of her attainments 
and destiny. To this self-redeeming goal of ambition, I 
warmly hail thee onward and upward. 

Well, did you see with what grace and ability a January 
issue of the Oregonian silenced Rev. Mr. Gorden in his false 
claim that George Washington was-a Christian? I lately 
read that Dr. Wilson has resigned his pulpit of the first 
Methodist church of Spokane. He states that he must hav 
more consistency, freedom, and progress of thought than 
can be found in the pulpit. He now perceives that the 
church continualy hampers, tortures, and enervates the 
human mind as the Chinese do the feet. I gladly welcome 
all into thé radiant light and joy of Freethought. But here 
one givs up the bliss of ignorance and blind faith. And this 
pays. For the change is like stepping from the gloom of 
night into the bright morning. I know all there is of relig- 
ions and Bibles, Gods, saviors, etc. . 

I hav traced the evolution of all these from pagan relica, 
and the modern disguise and whitewash is about all rubbed 
off. These old mythic figure-heads of the Bible stage and 
menagerie hay lost all their interest with the intelligent. 
They will soon be dumped away with the other rubbish of 
antiquity. l 

All the Bibles pertain largely to astrologic worship. They 
are all written in the disguise of astronomicallegory. Hence 
the gross absurdity and falsehood which the clergy impose 
upon the ignorant masses by a literal interpretation of this 
religious fable. To-day the historic students everywhere 
know that the Jewish scriptures’ are compiled from the 
Egyptian and Hindoo mythology. 

The inspired thieves openly boast of their grand larceny 
of these literary jewels. Of course they stole all the other 
cheap John trinkets that were in their reach, and plied all 
the black arts for God's sake! In this champion joke the 
Jews do not plainly brag of carrying off all the lice of Egypt 
with the other divine agencies of spoil, but I suppose they 
took at least a large colony and counted them into their pro- 
lific report of population. Seriously, however, 1 wculd hint 
to the student that this story, like all the other mysteries, 
miracles, and prodigies, has an allegoric or celestial phase. 
I mean that, as all the Bible firms had the constellations laid 
off after the model of the earth in character and name, this 
exaggerated episode of the Jews pertains to their celestial 
Egypt in the constellation of the Dragon. Here was the 
mount where the sun-god, Christ, was tempted with the offer 
of all the world. In this star-desert he fasted through the 
forty days of winter. In the solar apotheosis of Joseph, he 
became governor of Egypt undor Pharaoh-Draco-Pontius 
Pilot-Whale, the celestial sea-pilot. Then, when the Jews 
followed in the same old Noachian Ship of Zion, their legend 
reports a voyage of forty years in this star-desert (of Arabia). 
According to Revelation, Nazareth was at the solstitial 
head or cross of this Satanic constellation—or Egypt, ** where 
our savior was born." It was here that all of the ten thou- 
sand gun-gods of mythology had to go into the winter tomb 
for a period of three days. Here was the annual battle-field 
of the Gods and the devils with their vast and loyal armies. 
And the latter were always the victors, though the van- 
quished secured the glorious compromise of having the new 
sun. god resurrected and crowned so that the solar ship could 
be moved from the solstitial air-rate between winter and 
spring, and repeat his annual career of life, miracle, and uni- 
versal glory to the northern hemisphere. Well, was not 
perpetual religious war and appropriation the only way to 
prevent the devil from keeping the sun tied up to Ararat? 
I guess so! 

From the age of nine years to 1878 I was flattered as “a 
pillar of the church,” and for a long time this was more 
charming than the music of a jewsharp. I had just the 
right combination of ignorance and zeal for a good Christian 
—fool. Then, even after a thorough investigation, I began 
to write a commentary that should harmonize science, his- 
tory, and theology! But, oh, my, what a silly failure! It 
was nearly as bad as Dr. Nelson on Infidelity. It was 
too verdant to burn well, yet the best I ever read. As goon 
as I got clear of religious insanity I wrote a work which 
give a full solution of all Bible mysteries from an astrologic 
phase of interpretation. So, to me, that stupendous fabric 
of fable and fraud has neither mystery nor fact. Long life 
for Heston and Tas TRUTH SEEKER. J. C. SyopgRage. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Rdited by Miss Sosan H. Wixom, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower. 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
Thatis known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


The Birds and Flowers Are Here. 


Old Winter with his ohilly breath, 
His cold white robes of snow, 
Has passed away, and in his place 
The grass and flowers grow. 
Though once the earth was clad in white, 
‘Tia now in green arrayed ; 
Its lovely dress by the deft hands 
Of Mother Nature made. 


The cowslip and the dalsy 
Are peeping from the ground, 
The violets are blooming 
In boauty all around. 
The vines are climbing upward 
Toward the smiling sun, 
All nature is rejoicing 
That winter’s race i8 run. 


The birds are merrily twittering 
In orchard, field, and grove. 
The bluebird and the robin, 
The linnet and the dove, 
The meadowlark and brown thrueh, 
The aparrow and the wren, 
All the glad messengers of spring, 
We welcome them again. 
Gronas J. Femspune. 
Oak Mills, Kan., April 26,1891. 


—— 2 —b 


Katie Got the Book. 

Katie was going to bed after a day of toil 
minding her sick and maimed dolls—chronic 
invalids all of them—and her b-e-a-u-tiful 
duck, the one old quacker that traveled with 
the hens because he had no better company. 
The robin that had been watching her out of 
the corners of his bright eyes, as he ran over 
the lawn and listened to her prattle, was 
asleep already with his head under his wing, 
and Katie’s hung heavily on mother’s shoulder 
as she was undressing her. Now I lay 
me” had been said, with many yawns in 
between, and mamma’s pet had been tucked 
in snugly; but just as the sleepy eyes were 
closing she sat suddenly bolt upright. 

* Mamma,” she said, “I want Johnnie's 
picture-book—that with the lambs.” 

** Hush, Katie!” said her mother, the least 
bit wearily, for the little feet and the little 
tongue had never ceased going one moment 
all day. Now we will go to sleep.” 

'* But, mamma,” and the big eyes pleaded 
earnestly, ‘‘can’t I hav Johnnie’s picture- 
book this onst ?” 

„Not to-night, deary ; it is too late.“ 

“ Mamma," said Katie, sitting up very 
straight and looking very solemn indeed, I 
heard a story of a little girl—she was a good 
little girl—that asked her mamma onst when 
she was put to bed for the picture-book with 
the lambs, and the mamma told her she 
couldn't hav it, and-and ”—the baby voice 
fell to àn awed whisper and the eyes grew 
very big—''in just—about—two—minutes— 
she was dead !” 

“ My, Katie! 
quick ?” 

t‘ Because,” said Katie with conviction, 
„because she didn’t get the book.” 

She got it, and in five minutes was asleep 
with it in her arms.— Harper's Young People. 

— — — — 


Too Much Knowledge. 

The foreman of a room in one of the 
largest manufacturing establishments in the 
country told a friend recently the circum- 
stances of his first going to work there, and 
the brief story contains a moral which it 
would be well for many a lad starting out in 
life to lay to heart. He was sent to the fore- 
man of the factory by a friend who was anx- 
ious to get him into the employ of the com- 
pany, and the following conversation took 
place: 

« Well,” the foreman said, I understand 
you want to come here to work. What do 
you know about machines ?” 

** Nothing,” the other answered. 

Nothing!“ echoed the foreman, in sur- 
prise. You do not mean to say that you 
never saw a machine, I suppose ?” 

“I literally never saw a machine work in 
my life," was the reply, except a locomo. 
tiv.” 

„Where do you come from?“ 

** Cape Cod.” 

* Hum !” the foreman remarked, studying 
the face before him. I came from the Cape 
myself. Do you suppose that there is any- 


And what kiled her so 


e 
thing in our business that you will not know 
all about in six months, if you come here to 
work ?” 

The Cape Cod man was puzzled how to 
answer, and contented himself with saying 
that he was sure he could not tell. 

“The truth is,” the foreman explained, 
** we can get plenty of men, but by the time 
they hav been here six months or a year they 
know 80 much that we hav to send them 
away. They know a vast deal more than we 
men who hav been here twenty years, and 
they are mostly willing to tell us all they 
know, too. 

„Now if you think there are things that 
you cannot learn in a week or two, we 
should like to hire you; but if you are one 
of the abominably wise kind you had better 
move along and giv us a chance to find some- 
body who doesn’t know quite so much."— 
Youth's Companion. 

— —— — 


Chats with Correspondents. 


To THE SEVERAL. INQUIRIES IN REGARD TO 
Mr. Wartstein’s BApGE-PIN.—Write to him at 
Rochelle, Ill., and he will giv you all particu- 
lars. He has the same design of the pin in illu- 
minated colors on visiting and business cards, 
which he sells at a low figure for so lovely an 
engraving. This would also be very attrac- 
tiv for envelopes and letter paper. 

Jennie D., Davenport, Ia.—The pamphlet 
you wish to see is entitled Popular Relig- 
ions and What Shall Be Instead." It is one 
of Parker Pillsbury’s unique discourses, and 
can be obtained of him at Concord, N. H., 
for the low price of ten cents single copy. 

Jauzs W. B.—Learn to take care of your- 
self, James. It is better to be useful than 
fashionable. ‘‘He laughs best who laughs 
last.” Jf you are compelled to wear old 
clothes now, you will by and by wear new 
ones. Store your mind with knowledge that 
can be made available in this life, and the 
* next one" wil take care of itself. Your 
concern is with this world for the present. 

Baran A.—You ask if a Freethinker ought 
ever to be ashamed of his principles. A 
Freethinker never is ashamed of his prin- 
ciples, my dear. He ia true to his honest 
convictions, and, although not proclaiming 
them on every occasion, he is always free to 
state them, and reason therefor, whenever 
called upon. The term Freethinker is one of 
the proudest titles in the universe, and is 
worn by honest men and honest women who 
are not ashamed of their colors. 


Correspondence. 


LIxoorx, Tenn., April 30, 1891. 

My Dzar Miss Wixos: My aunties take 
TRE Teura Szexer. I read the Children's 
Corner, and like it very much. Iam twelve 
years old. My studies are reading, spelling, 
geography, grammar, arithmetic, and writ- 
ing. I hope to see this in print. I ama 
Freethinker. Yours truly, 

Marrie P. Love. 
LIMESTONE, Irrt., March 15, 1891. 

Dearg Miss Wixon: Will you let me into 
your Corner? I'm the baby,” even if I am 
8 big one; they get good training here, and 
that is what I need. 

I inclose a poem suggested by something I 
saw a few days ago. 

Oh, children, be kind and loving; you can 
never repay your parents for their care and 
kindness to pu when a child. And be care- 
ful of cruel, cutting words. Think! how 
would you feel if. sister, brother, friend, or 
playmate should die, and your last words to 
either of them had been harsh and unkind ? 

If you hav done something wrong, go and 
ask forgivness; don't wait tili to-morrow; it 
may never come. 

You will be respected for being honorable 
about it, and besides will hav the sweet peace 
that results from doing right. 

Your Liberal friend, ANNA M. Mons. 


TounTELOTTE, Cor., April 24, k. M. 201. 

Dzar Aunt Susan: I now take the op- 
portunity to write you a letter, hoping to find 
you and the Cornerites well, as this letter 
leaves me the same. I was so sorry to read 
the great loss of late of the great leaders of 
progress in the ranks of Freethought through- 
out the world. Arbor day has again passed, 
and we could not plant trees up here because 
of the frost and depth of snow, but am glad 
to say that the snow is going fast. In place 
of Arbor day we are to hav an entertainment 
for the school.children. We hav no church 
up here, and preaching does not pay and 
there is no volunteer. I am going to ask a 
historical question and I want it answered in 
full, giving the history and page and chapter 
quoted from. What did the people of Stras- 
burg put out the eyes of Vanwik the clock- 
maker of Strasburg for? Was it religion 
that caused him to hav his eyes put out? I 
take abe oe but it is very pious. If we 
could only hav a young people's paper like 
that I think it would help the caine Df Free. 
thought. Again, if we could get the names 


‘out for loo 


of Freethinkers in science, medicin, and. all 
the branches of arts, and what they hav doné 
for their advancement and progress, I think 
we could refute the Christians’ question, What 
hav Freethinkers done for the world ? 

Was it Co 

king at the stars? 

We hav a large school here of forty schol- 
ars and a good teacher. His name is Mr. A. 
E. Phillips. We hav a good lyceum here 
—every Wednesday night debating and mock 
trials and speaking and singing. So i will 
close for this time. With my best love to you 
and cousins.of the grand old TRUTH Srexer, 
Iremain, ‘Yours truly, Reopa-Mason. 

P.8.—I had an Uncle John Mason who 
lived in Fall River, and, with moving, he has 
lost our address. Would like to hear from 
him if this meets his eye. R. M. 

Presoorr, ARIZ., April 28, 1891. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: I hav read with much 
pleasure the account which George Hems- 
burg gave of his collection. I, too, had the 
** collecting mania” for a long time. 

I am most particularly interested in Indian 
curios, ancient and modern, and in flowers. 

I hav a good collection of minerals—some 
very fine ones—especially in gold and in 
quartz. : 

I hav also some fine stone hatchets and 
hammers, some charms of jasper and mal- 
achite, and a collection of fine arrow-heads 
and knives of obsidian, jasper, flint, etc., 
from the ancient ruins of Arizona. Accord- 
ing to the investigations made by the 
Smithsonian Institute these ruins are sup- 
posed to be about ten thousand years old. 

I hav many fragments of pottery vessels, a 
few of which show the Greek key ” pattern 
traced in black on a white ground. 

Marine curios are not so fully represented 
in my collection, but I hav some shells from 
South America, China, Africa, Scinde, 
Mexico, Trinidad, Cuba, and from New Eng- 
land; shells and pebbles from Plymouth 
beach, and very curious starfish from the 
Gulf of California. 

I value most highly some arrow-heads 
from the fort built by Miles Standish at 
Plymouth, and a bit of wood from one of the 
elm-trees under which the Pilgrims lived 
immediately after the landing. Arizona has 
a garnet field which yields stones far surpass- 
ing in color aud brilliancy the Cape*garnets 
of the Kimberly mines. Ihav some fine speci- 
mens of these garnets. I hav also some fine 
large garnets, of little value except as curios, 
which are found in Alaska. The fashionable 
moonstone is well represented in my collec- 
tion and gold nuggets and dust are not 
lacking. 
Petrifactions and fossils are included, and 


onyx from the Big Bug mine of Arizona. I| 


hav some very fine pottery from Mexico, 
some curious Indian dolls, and a bow and 
arrows made by the Tonte Apaches. 

I am attempting to get a wild fiower from 
each state in the Union; about sixteen are 
now represented. . 

Besides these] I:hav flowers from the Way- 
side Inn, Sudbury, Mass.; from the bronze 
Minute Man, the Old Manse, grave of British 
soldiers, Soldiers’ Monument, Old North 
Bridge, and field of the Concord fight, all 
near Concord, Mass. Also flowers from the 
graves of Emerson, Hawthorne, Thoreau, snd 
Miss L. M. Alcott; a rose from Emerson’s 
garden, clover from the Alcotts’ yard, ever- 
green from the Wayside, and strawberry leaf 
from Thoreau’s hut at Lake Walden. 

This includes but a part of my growing 
collections, but it will serve to show that 
friend George is not the only curio-hunter 
among the younger Freethinkers.: Can any 
one send me a flower or leaf from the grave 
or the home of D. M. Bennett or Horace 
Beaver ? ` : 

I should like flowers from the graves and 
homes of any of our presidents, noted 
authors, of persons of any general interest, 
and from any places of note. 

I will send you some Arizona curios in 
return. 

Yours truly, BnaRLor M. Hatt. 

P.8.—Thank you, Miss Wixon, for your 
vote against the pansy. Though a very 
beautiful flower, it is too very, very common 
in cheap, as well as fine, jewelry for a Free- 
thought badge, besides being so widely 
known as the badge and nom de plume of a 
noted author of Sunday. school dd 


Patents ! 
Patents ! 
Patents 


The entire cost of securing patents on small articles 
and simple machines is 350. Of this amount the Govern- 
ment receives 335. . 

Poor inventors, having valuable inventions, will be 
aided in obtaining patents on the same, and trusted for 
the amount. 

Correspondence invited. 

Address: 


EDWIN N. BEECHER, 
SOLICITOR OF PATENTS, 
[Inventor and "Infidel,"] 
Marion (Hartford Co.) Conn. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


fiteel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
12115 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
for 26 cents, - Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


rnicus that had his eyes burnt l 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


{mhe World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. . The Biographies of 
throe hundred of the most distinguished 

‘teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
present. By D. M. BENNETT. 1,075 pages, 
8vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 

co, gilt edges, $4.50. i 


| The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Perseeutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
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| SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS. 


iif with Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 


Judaism. 
. 419pp., $1.50. 


A Critical Study and; Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of the Present Century. 


By GIACOMO BARZELLOTTI, 


Prof. of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, Florence. 


Price, $1.50. 


zb FAITH AND THE NEW. 


A Confession. 

By DAVID FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 
Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 


Price, $1.50. 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 


Important Information for All, and Danish 
Cure.“ With Portrait. 


By Mur. W. Schorr. Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. BAniNG.GOULD. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of tha 
Bible. —[Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FRorHINGEAM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 


And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 
446pp. - - - = 


The Contrast: Evangelicalism and 


Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses HULL. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 


AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality 
By JOSIE OPPENHEIM. Price, 15 cents. 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 
By KERSEY GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Price, $l. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymns, and Recitations, 


For Organizing Societies; for Marriages, Fanar. 
ala, Naming of Infante, Obituaries, Epi · 
taphe, e Also 525 Liberal and 
Bpiritualistio Hymns for 
Social and Various 
Public Occasions. 


18mo, 550pp. Price, 75 cents. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. Hogan. 


Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley : Philosopher and Reformer. 
By C. SoTHERAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


| Lithograph of D. M. Bennett, 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts. 


Lithograph of Bennett Monument. 
: In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALvIN BLANCHARD. 


Paper, - —— 40 cenis. 
SOUL PROBLEMS. 


WITH 
Theological Amendment and State Personality. 
By Jos. E. PEOK. 
Pries. 
all of the aboye books address 
For all of the ie TH 


UTH BEEKER 00 
15 Lafayette FL. NewYork, 


25 cents. 


ac dd 8 


Dio M E — ]ĩͤ—vd S . ee 


MYTHS AND MYTH-MAKERS. 


old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
Comparative Mythology. 


By Jonn Fiske, M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College. 
Price, $2. 


“| BEYOND THE VEIL. 


Claimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B. 
Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. McDougall and Mrs. 
Luna Hutchinson. [Spir] 


Sieel Engraving of Randolph. Price, $1.50. 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition ofthe Koran of :Moham- 
med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that Doctrine 
which was begun and carried 
on by him in Arabia. 


SALE'S edition. - Price, $1.50. 


HUMES ESSAYS. 


Essays and Treatises. Autobiography and Dia. 
logues on Natural Religion. 


By DAVID HUME. Price, $1.50. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 
By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 

A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
« Portrait.. 

Price, pap., 50 ets.; clo., $1. 


Man’s Nature and Development. 


By HENRY G. ATKINSON, F.G.S., and HARRIET 
MARTINEAU. E 


Price, 


$1.50. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer's Text-Book. 
Thirteen Lectures on the Pible. 
By ROB COOPER. Price, $1. 


Origin and Development of Relig. 
ious Ideas and Beliefs, . 
By Morris EINSTEIN. . Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 
With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


— 


A BUSINESS MAN’S SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS. 
From a Poor Man’s Standpoint. Price, $1. 


KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 


Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 


A Preservative Against Religious . Prejudices. 


By Baron D'HorsAOH. 
Price, e $L. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 
Ultimating in the Religion of Science, 
By Hupsow Torrie. [Spir.] 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


LIFE. OF PAINE. 
By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Im 
mortality of lis Elements, 
By A. S. DE PELLEGRINI. 


Price, - - - 15 cents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 


Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated. 
f Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on the Population Question. 
By R. D. OWEN. 
Price, . . 2x 


"AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
l Bx D. M. Bensert. 
Price, . - - 10 cents. 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 
Church Doctrines. - 
By W. S. Barrow. [Spir] Price, 10 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 
By HURLBUT and WAKEMAN. 
Price, 10 cents. 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Dering witty and inexpressibly laughable: 
onelaughts on Ohristianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 
BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE: 


Bx C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


35 cents, 


For all of the aboye books address 
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$8 Lafayette Pl., NewYork. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY 


Subscription price, $3 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 


1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 
ers’ nac. oo VERE 

2. Men, Women, and God 
. Be 


enen 50 
Age of Reason. Thomas Paine 25 

4, AnswerB to Ohristian Questions. D. M. 
Bennett. . e iro 25 
6. Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck.... 20 
6. Viotor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire........ . 10 
7. Ingersoll’s Address on Shakspere......... 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 


Yearly subscribers wili receive all the books 
issued during the year. Bingle copies of each 
book gent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 

Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 
For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
iris and a younger brother who were left parent: 
lesa, With little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
poing o Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
be narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folka, 
and disreputable hynoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect: Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 

of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


CANCER 
Charles Watts’s Works, 


The Teachings of Secularism Com. 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs ot. Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Ha and Charles Watts. With Profa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 


Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 


A Reply to Father Lambert's 
“Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
aud Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. . 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes, 2 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. i 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con. 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality, Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which Is the More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. , 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinuers—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. E 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. : 

The Glory of Unbel ef. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union ; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo. 
nel Robert Ingersoll) 32 pages in cover 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rev. Dr. R. F, Burns, of Halifax, 

Z. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Clergy Avoid 
Debate? 3. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Obristianity. 3. Freethought and 

en of Science. 4. The Difference between 


Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroiam. 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages, Price, 


5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. Now York. 


and Tumors CURED: no knife: 
book free. Drs. GRATIGNY & DIX, 
No. 103 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 


AGENTS WANTED NUM saes SAMPLE FREE, A rare c 


apportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 842 Broadway, N. X. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


Kennedy’s Medical Discov- 
ery cures Horrid Old Sores, 
Deep Seated Ulcers of 40 
years standing, Inward Tu- 
mors, and every disease of 
the skin, except Thunder 
Humor, and Cancer that has 
taken root. Price, $1.50. 
Sold by every Druggist in 
the United States and Can- 
ada. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


AND] 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Critical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


OoNTENTS: What is Religion? Fetichiam. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellestual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fal, and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position: 
Fate, Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity.. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Oharterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So 
ciety to Oriminale. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process," etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in itsatisfaotion 


and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to à man's reason, 
&nd to noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 


12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 506. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificent 
beauest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men’s 
Ohristian Associa- 

on. 


By Kion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price 81. Address TAE TRUTH SEIN. 


What Would Follow 
: THE 


Effacement of ChristianityP 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 

: Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 


Miss Wixon's Works. 
Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp., $1. d 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
12mo,8383pp. 21. 25. 


or Boys and Girls. 3 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Froe- 
thinkers’ Ohildren's Story-Book 


b ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 


type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


SPIRITUALISM. 
BOOK OF MEDIUM WE. 


We will send a copy of above book bound in cloth, 
on receipt of £1. j 
Address MEDIUM WE, 
2801 28:h St,» cor. Grace, 
Richmond, Va. 


YRY-SQUARE. 


9 
The Chureh of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is justsnfü. 
cient narrativ about it to interest the readerand 
hold his attention while the trath is being brougbt 
to his mind. : 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


Bx JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 

itualism Sustained,” ete. eto. 3 


1428 


The latest and best work of an analytio thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought.. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
moerits.—[The American Idea. 


Cloth, 13mo; $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
AGENTS make [00 PER CENT and vin $746 CASH Prizes 


on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines. 
Sample free. Territory. Dr, Bridgman, 375 Y way, N. Y. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 


Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo, 1,119pp. Cloth, $8; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Works of Caleb $, Weeks, 


Songs of the Morning, 212 pp.; cloth, 
75 cents. : 

Selections from the Poets: With Re- 
Sponses; Including Pope's Essay on Man, 
with Responding Essay. 359 pp.; cloth, $1.25. 

The Philosophy of £vli. 11 pp; 
5 cents. 

Human Life; or, The Course of Time 
as seen in the Open Light. An Epic Poem. 
Beven books in one vol., 359 pp.; cloth, $1.25. 


Press Nortoxrs or * Human LIFE." 

The New 2 Het (Chicago) says: It is the best 
thing of the kind we ever saw. . . . To state the 
whole thing in the language of another, the first 
book shows what a heaven is coming on this earth 
after it shall have passed through the necessar 
discipline, and the other books show what a he 
of a time we have to get there.” 

The Ghésaning Argus (Chesaning. Mich.) says: 
“ It is one grand sublime poem . . a perfect 
history in blank verse of the social and religious 


struggles of our earth, and would be good reading | w 


for those who have been interested in ‘ Looking 

Backward.’” Describing Book 6, it says: ‘This 

pee be found especially interesting to 
168. 

The Phrenological Journal (New York) regards it 
as equal to the great epics of a hundred years 
ago or more, . 

Mr. Edward Bellamy, author of “Looking 
Backward,” says: "lhave read it with much in- 
terest. I am in entire sympathy with its spirit 
of boundless faith in human development.” 

Rey. R. Heber Newton says it is one of the 
significant indications of the signs of the times. 

The Nationalist, of Boston, considers its style a8 
equal to Milton's, and Bays it * engages the read- 
ers attention with the first line and keeps it 
engrossed until the final word.” 

rick Pomeroy’s Advance Thought (N. X.) says: 
* Tt contains much to benefit humanity." 
Address, F. G. W. BYINGTON and OO.. 
: 334 Fourth Ave., N. Y. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at tpecial Discounts, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER: 
38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at 
this office. Price, 50 cents. 


AN EMBLEM OF 
Freedom, Progress, =a Reform. 


Represents the burning Torch of Reason, the 
rising Bun of 


th ought, in con- 
trast with the night 
and dark ness of 
Bupersti tion; and 
Bymbot lizog the 
evolution of the 
wor from the 
night of Bu persti- 
tion to the day 
of Free th ought, 
Science, and Rea- 
son. e (£i C sign pat- 
ented WS eb. 24, 
1885. . NS » Made in 
two Bizen, Rer Thom like ont 
and sma. er model, 
of solid E gold,rich- 
lyenam tOCSMDUGELT eled in 5 
colors. Most beautiful badge ever designed. 


Price, 10kt, $3; 14kt, $4, $5; with Diamond in Sun 
$8, $10, $15. Small model 10kt, $2; 14kt, $2.75, $3.50. 
Oharms, both sizes, $3, $4, $5, $6, $10, $16, $20, $35. 
Bent by registered mail and cash refunded at op- 
ion. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
JEWELER, EOCHELLE, ILL. 


Send for beautiful card in Colors and Gold, of 
badge, and descriptiv circulars of my famous 
“OTTO WETTSTEIN ” Watch, tracts, eto. 

m Ji 
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ex- 
cesses 
years. ) 
an External Applica- 
tion—A POSITIVE CURE, as it matters not how 


1.2. 750 ana permanent cure. 


A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, à human- 

itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 

press. He has many testimonials to the Value of 

his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Fresihought, 


cience, and the day of Free- 


b 

n ie highly recommended by Messrs. 
Parton, 
and, indeed, by all 
% cents, Ad 


Kiberal Meetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 


who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
tées are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club. N. . 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect. 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 

st., Newark, N. J. L T 
religious and social questions. 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 


cor, Market 
sousgions on 
Seats free and 


177 Halsey st. 
eotureg and di 


Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday. 
evening 
sions on all important secuiar subjects. 
ident, Henry BIRD; Secretary, CORA BELLE 


at 7.30. Lecturer, debates, and discus- 


Pres- 

LAGG. 

Brocklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. P. at 8 k 

Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. 
form free. Charles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


„D., at 3 P. M., ever 
Plat- 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industria] Hall, Broad ax d 
ood sts..at 2:80 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson hand atoheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P. M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjecta. 
Subscriptions to THE 
gator are Bolicited. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall), Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
R. G. Burrz, Cor. Sex. 


Des Moines Secular Unten 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall 
Flynn Block. S. E. corner 7th and Looust streets. 


Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 
FRANELIN STEINER, Prog. 


San Francisco, Cal., Frecthought 
Meet 8 5 t Union 8 

esta eve junday evening at Union Squar 
Hall, 421 Poat street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial nvi- 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 P. M. in the public 
school building in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs, and select roading. Discussion in- 
vited on ali subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free, Fnawx MORSE, Cor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los. Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.m., at Parr's 

Hall. Everybody invited, Mus. R. M. BERBA, 

Pres.; J. H. MoWiLLI AmS, Rec. Seo. 


The Walia Walla Lib:ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walia, Washington. 
Beience Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. BxyNorps, Pres.; A.W. OALDER, Beo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
‘t Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. RIOE, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OmnanLES SHEA, Seo. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


Meets every Sunday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, A.M. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. Oox. A. HARRIS, Pres. 
IsAACB. Lxx, Beo. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black oloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
| UBE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL HywN-Book contains songs 


the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
Wakeman, 
right, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 

who hav examined it. Prica 
dress Tak TRUTH SEREKEB Cc. . 
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ews of the Beek. 


Tux bishop of Lincoln, Eng., has issued a 
form of prayer against the grip. 


Ir is said that Blaine, though ill at present, 
will accept a presidential nomination. 


Is England last year 22 young men died 
of injuries received at football and 78 were 
crippled. 


Tue torpedo is coming to the front as a 
leading element in naval warfare, and it is 
thought that it will amply defend our ports. 


SENATOR Epmunps desires at the capital a 
great government university to teach non- 
sectarian Protestantism and counteract Ca- 
tholicism. 


In New York there is being formed a so- 
ciety called the Bureau of Justice, to attend 
police courts and rectify errors of the 
wretched Tammany judges. 


Tur czarowitch, who is visiting Japan, was 
struck on the head with a saber by a fanatic 
for entering a Buddhist temple with boots on. 
A thick sun helmet saved his life. 


A GREEK Carnorio Good Friday procession 
at Zante, Ionian Isle, when it reached the 
Jew quarter attacked the residents. Soldiers 
who had been placed there in expectation 
of the outrage shot and killed several proces- 
sionists. 


CHARLES Dunn, professedly from Pueblo, 
Col, has been arrested at New York for 
threatening Jay Gould's life unless he gave 
$20,000,000 to what Dunn describes as an 
Order of Christ's Followers, of which he is 
vice-president. 


AT the prospect of Russian invasion of 
India, Catholics tremble for their missions 
there, and less frequently express the wish 


that Britain should lose that province, which | 


desire their Irish sympathies formerly in- 
spired. 


Aw eminent Catholic authority at Rome 
communicates to an American journal his 
counsel on schooling, which is that parochial 
schools must be erected except where means 
are insufficient to secure instruction of as 
high grade as that of the public school; and 
in such places religious training in the state 
school is to be secured by persuading the 
local board to adopt the Poughkeepsie or a 
like plan. 


On Ascension day an attempt was made to 
introduce a surpilced choir at the Church of 
the Ascension, Hamilton, Ont. Anti-ritualists 
put out the lights and created a tumult with 
shouts, whistles, and cat-calls. The clergy 
and choir brought candles and lamps from 
houses, but after unsuccessful endeavor to 
make themselvs heard against uproarious 
singing of Old Black Joe" and the like, 
were forced to retire. 


Fizz-AnMSg bought by the Chilian rebels from 
Hartley & Graham. Ilion, N. Y., were em- 
barked from San Francisco on the schooner 
Robert and Minnie and transferred to the 
Chilian rebel steamship Itata. United States 
authorities hav arrested the commander of 
the Robert and Minnie, and ordered the 
Charleston, Omaha, Baltimore, Pensacola, 
and San Francisco to arrest the Itata. The 
latter, it is supposed, will meet the convoy 
Esmeralda, a powerful vessel that may giv 
hard fighting to the Charleston, which seems 
the only vessel likely to overtake her. 


Tue third party convention about assem- 
bling at Cincinnati is in angwer to a call ad- 
dressed by the Farmers’ Alliance to all who 
hav stood up for independent political action 
on the questions of finance, transportation, 
labor, and land. The call asked delegates 
from the Independent party, the People’s 
party, the late Federal and. Confederate sol- 
diers, the Farmers’ Alliance North and South, 
the Farmers’ Mutual Benefit Association, the 
Citizens’ Alliance, the Knights of Labor, the 
Colored Farmers’ Alliance, the American 
Federation of Labor, trades unions and trades 
assemblies, the Federation of Railway Em- 
ployees, the Nationalists, and all other indus- 
trial organizations that support the principles 
of the St. Louis agreement of December, 
1889. 


Tux Italian press is indignant at the New 
Orleans grand jury. The Popolo Romano 
says it will be impossible hereafter for any 
civilized country to make a treaty with the 
United States based upon reciprocal protec- 
tion of the lives of citizens of either country. 
The Italie says: The Italian government 
is about to addressa circular to the European 
powers submitting the conduct of the United 

tates government in the New Orleans affair 
to their judgment. Italy will thus be the 
initiator of an international agreement to 
compel the United States to find means to 
guarantee the protection of foreign subjects.” 
Rudini states that Fava was recalled because 
the United States disclaimed responsibility, 
but that Consul Corte at New Orleans was 
recalled a few days ago merely because he, 
Rudini, wishes information and also fears 
Corte has disclosed information inoppor- 
tunely. Corte says that after the lynching 
he restrained his countrymen from killing 
the mayor and many persons concerned only 
by threatening disclosure. New Orleans 
longshoremen are trying to drive Italians 
from sharing their work. 
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ABRAHAM OUTDONE IN 


THE OFFERING BUSINESS. 


Then he took his eldest son, that should hav reigned in his stead, and offered 
him as a burnt offering against the wall. And there was great indignation against 
Israel: And they departed from him, and returned to their own land.—2 Kings iii, 27. 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS,| Evolution Series. 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 200 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
ists, eto. (who were not Christians), 

from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloths $3; 
leather, $t; mor., g. e., $4.50, 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
5 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


How Can We be Saved? 


Was Jesus Supernaturally Conceived 
and Did He Rise from 
the Dead? 


$100 Reward. 


Paper, 10 cents. For Sale at This Office. 


Liberty in Literature, 


— 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


GODS AND RELIGIONS 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


Yol. I. Givg a Full Account of all the Goda, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jeans Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo, Belle Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the World, 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, 33 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 

BY D. M. BENNETT. 
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ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By -LUDWIG FEUERBAOH. 
Translated from the German by George Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


—0— 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 


No, 1.—Alfred Russell Wallace, by Edward D. 
Oope, Ph, D.; with portrait. 
O. 2.—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man ; with portrait. 


Price, 10 Cents each. 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office, 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for oiroulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
. Bnowville, Va. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. B. PERBY, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I. EY2LUTION, Antiquity, BAOTERIA, ETO. By 
William Durham, F. R. S. E. 


II. Astronomy, Sun, Moon, BTAns, Ero. By Will · 


iam Durham. F. R. S. E. 


These handy series of volumes on goience-of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply a popular need. 

The price of each is t0 cents in cloth. 


THE 


Frerich Invasion of Ireland in'98, 


Leaves of Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroic Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GEIBAYEDOFF. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and gold side stamps. "Price, $1.50. 


The present volume is ax effort to rescue from 
comparativ oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
Far. . It points a moral that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail receive 
appreciation, It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Contains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


own people, is sufficiently wonderful. 


Gems of longhi 


NaTURE is, seen to do all things sponta. 
neously of herself, without the intermeddling 
of the gods. Lucretius. : 


Do not inquire if a man be a heretic, if he 
be a Quaker, a Jew, or a heathen; but if he 
be a virtuous man, if he love liberty and 
truth, if he wish the happiness and peace of 
the human kind. If a man be ever so much 
a believer, and love not these things, he is a 
heartless hypocrit, a rascal, and a knave.— 
Shelley. : 


THosE abuses of the freedom of speech are 
the exercises of liberty. They ought to be 
repressed; but to whom dare we commit the 
care of doing it? An evil magistrate, in- 
trusted with power to punish fir words, would 
be armed with a weapon the most destructiv 
and terrible. Under pretense of pruning off 
the exuberant branches, he would be apt to 
destroy the tree.— Benjamin Franklin. 


Svog is the train of atrocities which 
Elisha’s message entailed on both the Hebrew 
kingdoms. A third time was the royal house 
of Israel extirpated, and now likewise that of 
Judah. That the Jewish writers can gloat 
over such funerea? events, so deadly to 9 0 

hat 
men called Christians can read them with 
calm approbation is still more melancholy, 
for this is the training of mind which steeled 
all Europe to cruelty under the name of re- 
ligion. This has lit up hell fires in Christen- 
dom; this has perpetuated treacherous mas- 
sacres unknown to paganiem.— 7. W. 
Newman. 


.Fo& my part, I long ago espoused the 
cause of religious liberty, not because that 
cause was popular, but because it was just; 
and I am not disposed to abandon the princi- 
ples to which I hav been true through my 
whole life in deference to a passing clamor. 
The day may come, and may come soon, 
when those who are now loudest in raising 
that clamor may again be, as they hay for- 
merly been, ed grr for justice. When 
that day arrives I will try to prevent others 
from oppressing them, as I now try to prevent 
them from oppressing others. In the mean 
time I shall contend against their intolerance 
with the same spirit with which I may here- 
after hav to contend for their rights.— 
Macaulay. 


Tue preponderant rôle of the religions in 
past times is explained by the fact that then 
they were almost the only means by which 
men could set their intellectual and moral 
activity to work. They were the unique 
opening for all the higher aspirations of our 
being. At that epoch, with the exception of 
religion, there was no mental occupation 
other than coarse and material; nothing be- 
tween the visionary and the most common 
reality. In the present day the necessary and 
natural middle course is found. Science and 
art hav spread before our eyes their domains 
with never.ending perspectivs, where every- 
one can expend his surplus activity without. 
wasting it needlessly. Science permits of 
disinterested research, without tolerating the 
wanderings of the imagination. It givs en- 
thusiasm without delirium. It has a beauty 
of its own, consisting of truth.— Gau. 


Ir God made man,” he must hav made 
him for his amusement; and surely much 
amusement he must hav got out of the feather- 
less biped. No six-year-old child sailing his 
boat—a cocoanut shell with a paper sail— 
can derive therefrom more real fun than 
Jehovah must surely derive from the antics 
of the little two-pronged nothings he has 
placed in this region of the universe. To 
man alone deity has given unlimited poten- 
tialities in the way of being absurd and an 
intense capacity for being unhappy. . . . 
This sort of thing is a very curious farce, and 
I often fancy the Father, Son, and Ghost open 
their three mouths which are one, and hold 
their six sides which are two, and laugh at 
the earth til all heaven rings. If God had 
made man sane, he would not hav got half 
the fun out of him he has got. True, the 
fun which delty must hav had over man's 
mad crusading and inquisiting and covenant- 
ing and flagellating, and so forth, has been 
no joke to man himself; but that is, of 
course, a small matter so that God be glori. 
fled.—Saladin. 


TRE assertion of the motion of the earth 
was a defiance, not only of philosophy and 
the church, but, at the same time, of that 
common ignorance which passes by the name 
of common sense; and Physical Science 
threw down her glove by the hand of Galileo. 
It is not pleasant to think of the immediate 
result of the combat—to see the champion of 
science, old, worn, and on his knees before 
the cardinal inquisitor, signing his name to 
what he knew to be a lie. And, no doubt, 
the cardinals rubbed their hands as they 
thought how well they had silenced and dis- 
credited their adversary. But two hundred 
years hay passed, and, however feeble or 
faulty her soldiere, Physical Science sits 
crowned and enthroned as one of the legiti- 
mate rulers of the world of thought. Charity 
children would now be ashamed not to know 
that the earth moves, while the schoolmen 
are forgotten; and the cardinals—well, the 
cardinals are, at the ecumenical council 


(1870), still at their old business of trying to 
stop the movement of the world.—Professor 
Husley. 
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Goles and dilippings. 


Monk preachers are being investigated 
these days than politicians. It is a good sign. 
They need it worse, bad as the politicians are. 


Women are beginning to figure in the pro- 
fession of civil engineering. Women are 
filling high places in the office of the 
surveyor-general at Denver. 


AcoorDING to an authority, People who 
never worry do a great dealof missionary 
work that they don't get credit for." If this 
is correct will some one explain the use of 
sending missionaries to benighted Hotten- 
tots ? ; 

t Tr is hard to believe in the religion of a 
man who always looks as if he had been 
throwing bootjacks at a cat.” And the man 
who looks as if he never threw anything at a 
cat is a hypocrit nine times out of ten. This 
is one of the things that makes little boys 
ask foolish questions. 


A POBT-OFFIOE inspector visited El Paso, 
Tex., and, after a few days’ work of general 
inspection, went before a United States 
commissioner, and, upon declaring that he 
believed certain letters in the post-office to 
contain lottery advertisments, was given a 
warrant to take thirty-five sealed letters from 
the office and break the seals. 


Tue immigration from Europe to the ports 
of Boston and Philadelphia, as well as to the 
port of New York, has been unusually 
heavy thus far this year; and at these ports 
as at this port a large proportion of the immi- 
grants are Italians, Slavs, and Russian 
Hebrews. There is news, also, of the arrival 


THe PREACH 


of many immigrants a: several cities of the 
Southern seaboard. 


Henry Grorae’s Standard, a paper most 
folks hav forgotten exists, depicting the lead- 
ing spirits in the Cincinnati convention of 
the People’s party, puts, ‘‘ first and fore- 
most, the cranks—the joiners who join every 
new thing that they hear of; who go in for a 
reform with a big R, without regard to the 
supposed abuse that is to be reformed, and 
who account motion as progress without 
inquiring as to its direction." Mr. George 
ought to go easy on cranks. 


Tux Congregationalist says: The Baptist 
Teacher, in its treatment of the first Sunday- 
school lesson on Jonah, says: ‘If it had 
pleased God so to order, it would hav been 
entirely possible even for anoyster to swallow 
Jonah—quite as easy as for Jonah to hav 
swallowed an oyster.’ If it had pleased God 
so to order, it would hav been entirely pos- 
sible for him to hav made an oyster a Sunday- 
school teacher; and it would hardly hav been 
more remarkable than that one who could 
write such nonsense as the comment quoted 
should be chosen for that position. But the 
oyster, if allowed to follow his natural in- 
stincts, would hav kept his mouth closed.” 
Thus do religious amenities make joy for the 
world. 


A 8HORT time ago an anthropologist of New 
York city got a group of men of many races 
in his house for a purpose. In the group 
there were a North American Indian, a 
Chinaman, a negro, à Hawaiian, a Hebrew, 
an Arab, an East Indian, and Earopeans of 
the Gothic, Celtic, Slavic, and Latin races. 
All of them were found in the city of New 
York, and all were able to use the English 
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DEFENDERS. 


language well or otherwise. The authropolo- 
gist who brought them together desired to 
get their notions upon certain questions of 
race, linguistics, and religion, but he had 
great difficulty in getting them. He pro- 
poses to hold other conferences of the same 
kind, and to prosecute his investigations 
until his object has been attained. 


A Texas man, who keeps Saturday as the 
Sabbath, reports that he has been served 
with the appended warning: We, the un- 
dersigned, citizens of this community, inform 
you that if you do keep Saturday for the Sab- 
bath, you must keep Sunday also, thus con- 
forming to the customs and habits of the 
people. If you refuse, we will whip you 
within an inch of your life for the first 
offense; and on the eecond we will hang you 
until you are dead, dead, dead.” "These Lone 
Star Christians, says Freethought, hav not 
read their Bibles aright. The divine com- 
mand is, we believe, that the breaker of the 
popular Sabbath be taken to the suburbs and 
stoned with stones that he die, without wait- 
ing for a repetition of the offense. 


Art and religious circles of London are 
engaged in an excited debate over Oalderon’s 
Academy picture, St. E'izabeth of Hun- 
gary.” The lady is depicted taking the vows 
renouncing the world, while kneeling nude 
at the altar. The press comments aroused a 
protest from Catholic priests declaring the 
painting historically untrue. Calderon re- 
plied by quoting a Latin record in which 
the saint is described at the altar, Fruit et 
nudavit. Oatholic authorities responded that 
the words were used figurativly. Professor 


Huxley intervened in support of Calderon 


and quoted a record proving that the same 


tainsly queen, with her maide, as a penance 
was stripped to the shift and well whipped. 
Crowds flock to see the painting, which the 
authorities of the academy hav bought for 
£1,200. 

Ir is 8 significant sign of these degenerate 
times that the Rev. Dr. Bridgman shculd 
reject the orthodox view of hell. That he 
should for this reason resign his charge of 
one of the most important Baptist churches 
in this city is his simple duty. The fact of 
his congregation sharing his views is no 
atonement for the offense. -He is a wicked 
clergyman and should be made to suffer. 
Thoughtful men in other professions are 
expected to develop, and, if necessary, mod- 
ify their original opinions, but in ecclesias. 
tical matters any tendency in that direction 
should be promptly suppressed. Moreover, 
if all faith in a material hell is to be aban- 
doned half the fun in life goes with it. No 
one thinks that he himself is ever going there. 
It is merely a resort he is keeping warm fo: 
those who differ with him.. What possible 
advantage, for instance, is there in being a 
Catholic if Protestants are also going to 
heaven? We must hav a specia! hereafter 
for all sects other than ourown. To many 
weak and tender-hearted people it seems 
unfair that tbe millions of heathen who never 
heard of Christianity should simmer in eter- 
nal agony, but if we are in possession of a 
thoroughly organized material hell in activ 
Operation it must hav constant fuel and 
plenty of it. Protestants and Catholics will 
be gure to turn upon each other when it 
comes to actual occupation of the ovens, 
whereas the heathen seem to be a natural fue 
purposely provided by a benevolent provi- 
dence.— Life. 
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Sunday Laws and Sabbath Observance. 
FAOTS BIBLICAL, HISTORICAL AND LEGAL. 


“Truth has no respect for prejudice, prejudice 
has no respect for truth." : 

The object of all investigation should be the at- 
tainment of truth. 

It is wondrous, as pitiful, that so many persons 
accept as sacred truth theories when they hav never 
studied them, or spent one hour in examination of 


the Bible to learn if they are really in harmony with d 


its teachings or not. 

We should insist on knowing why, before we con- 
sent to any rite or observance. This demanding 
Why ? isthe key to the temple of knowledge, the 
open sesame to every hidden truth of science, every 
political and social problem. 

Are you in favor of laws to enforces Sunday ob- 
Bervence ? 

You answer, Yes, because it is taught in the Bible, 
commanded of God in the Daealog, taught by Christ 
in the Sermon on the Mount, was sacredly kept by 
the apostles, and is the Christian Sabbath. 

Let us ascertain if these assertions are founded 
on fact. 

ORIGIN OF THE SABBATH. 

We learn from the Bible that in the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth in six days, 
and rested on the seventh day. "And God blessed 
the seventh day, and sanctified it; because that in it 
he had rested from all his work which God created 
aad made” (Gen. ii, 3). 

Three assertions gre here positivly made. First, 
that God rested on the seventh day. Second, that 
God blessed the seventh day. Third, that God 
sanctified (that is, made holy or sacred) the seventh 
day, set it apart for ail fature time as the day of 
rest and religious worship. 

There ean be no higher or better authority for any 
Ohristian duty or observance than the Bible, it being 


regarded by all Protestants as “their sole rule of | 


faith and practice.” 

If the Bible teaches Sunday-keeping, then it is an 
ordinances of God; and all who revere his word sre 
bound to obey. 

What is the declaration of tho Dseslog? Exodus 
xx commences thus: “ Remember the Sabbath day, 
to keep it holy; six days shalt thou labor, and do all 
thy work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God; in it, thou shalt not do any work, 
thou nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, 
nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger 
that is within thy gates; for in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them 
is, and rested the seventh day; wherefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it” (Ex. xx, 
8-11). 

The Bible testifies that God solemnly swore that 
this law, requiring the observance of the seventh 
day, should never be altered. Raad Psalms Ixxxix 
(always read the preceding and following verses of 
all scripture offered as proof-texts). After making 
promises in regard to those who keep his law, the 
Ten Commandments, God declares, "My covenant 
wil! I not break, nor alter the thing that has gone 
out of my lips” (Pa. Ixxxix, 34). 

* And God spake ali these words, The seventh day 
is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God” (Ex. xx, 1, 10). 

If God has removed his rest. day, taken his blessing 
and sanctification from the seventh day, and trans. 
ferred it to Sunday, the first day of the week, then he 
has altered “the thing that has gone out of his lips.” 
But to admit that God has done this is to dethrone 
God, to make the God of truth false to his word, for 
be has declared the observance of his rest-day, the 

keeping of theseventh day, the day on which he rested, 
which he blessed and then sanctified, shall for all 
time be the sign between him and his children. 

“ Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the 
Sabbath to observe the Sabbath throughout their 
generations for a perpetual covenant” (Ex. xxxi, 16), 

“Throughout their generations.” So long as 
there shall be a child of Israel on the earth God de- 
clares that Israelites must observe the seventh day 
Sabbath. It is a perpetual covenant. But the next 
verse is of even greater import. 

“It is & sign between me and the children of 
Israel forever ; for in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was 
refreshed ” (Ex. xxxi, 17). 

Ohristian reader! sre you of the Israelof God? 
Hav you the sign? . 

Keeping the seventh day is the sign, not for one 
dispensation, but forever. 

On! but you are a Sabbath-keeper; you keep the 
Christian Sabbath, Sunday. 

When did God rest on Sunday ? 

When did God bless Sunday as his rest-day ? 

When did God sanctify Sunday (set it apart for 
holy use)? 

When you say you keep the “Ohristian Sabbath“ 
you use a term not found in the Bible; never onea 


used by Ohrist or by any one of his apostles or dis- 
eiples.* “ ^ 
THE DAYS OF THE WEEK, 

We receive our names of the days of the week 
from the pagans. : 

First day (dedieated to the sun) was called sun's 
day, hence cur Sunday. ` 

Second day (dedicated to the moon) was called 
moon’s day, hence our Monday. 

Third day (dedicated to Tuisco, the great German 
hero) was called Tuisco-day, hence our Tuesday. 

Fourth day (dedicated to Woden, the God of 
battles) was called Woden's-day, hence our Wednes- 


ay. 

Fifth day (dedicated to Thor, the god of wind 
and weather) was called Thor’s-day, hence our Thurs- 
day. 3 

Sixth day (dedicated to Friga, the goddess of 
peace and plenty) was called Friga-day, hence our 
Friday. 

Seventh day (dedicated to Seator, the god cf Free- 
dom) was eailed Seator-day, hence our Saturday. 
THE SERMON. ON THE MOUNT.—-DID CHRIST CHANGE THE 

DAY? 

So far from Christ teaching or in any way sauction- 

ing the change of the Sabbath, he most positivly de- 
elared that it never should be changed. 
. So far from teaching to ignore observance of the 
rest-day of the creator that his followers might glo- 
rify the son by observing a day to commemorate the 
resurrection and ignore the day God solemnly de- 
clared should be observed as the sign between him 
and his Israel forever, Christ taught: “Let your 
light so shine before men that they may see your 
good works and glorify your father which is in 
heaven" (Matt. v, 16). 

Sabbath-keeping would be good work, since it 
would glorify the father, recognizing him as the 
creator. ; 

Sunday-keeping could in no sense be good work, 
sincs it ignores God; despises his solemn word that 
he would not alter the thing that has gone out of his 
lips; ignores tbe work of creation, and tramples 
under foót the unmistakable testimony of Obrist. 

BUT DID NOT OHRIST OHANGE THE SABBATH? 

He most emphatically declares that not one of the 
Ten Commandments should ever in the smallest par- 
ticular be changed or abrogated. ‘“ Think not that I 
am come to destroy the law or the prophets: I am 
not come to destroy but to fulfill” (Matt. v, 17). 
Falfill, Greek, pieroo, to teach, to presch; to incul- 
eate fully. 

And this he proceeds to do, for the very next verse 
reads: “For verily I say unto you, till heaven and 
earth pass, one jot or tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law till all be fulfilled.” 

Not an iota—Greek miakeraia, the dotting of an 
i or the crossing of a t—shall pass from the law 
till all be fulfilled eos an panta genetia, the con- 
summation of all things. 

Oh! says one, If we only keep one day in seven, 
if we do not keep just the exact day, God will not 
regard a little thing like that so long as we keep all 
the other commandments. But what says Christ? 
“ Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments and shall teach men so, ke shall be 
called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but who- 
soever shall do and teach them, the same shall be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. v, 19). 

We may call this a great and that a little command- 
ment, but Christ declares that to break the least one 
forfeits heaven. And the Holy Ghost through the 
apostle James, in exact harmony with the words of 
Christ, declares, “ Whosoever shall keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all“ 
(Jas. ii, 10). 

Keep the whole law—what law? The law of Ten 
Commandments. This is proved by the next verse, 
“For he that said, do not commit adultery, said also, 
do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if 
thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the Jaw.” 

There is no account in the New Testament of any 
apostle or disciple of Christ ever keeping Sunday as 
the Sabbath. i i 

Matthew, not claimed by any church historian to 
hav been written earlier than between 50 and 60 A p, 
declares, “In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to 
dawn toward the first day of the week” (Matt. 
xxviii, 1). 

Matthew, written long years after Ohrist—Dr. 
Samuel Davidson, one of the most highly accredited 
and pious of modern church historians, affirms that 
Matthew was not written till between 118 and 119 
A D.—records the fact, that the Sabbath of God, of 
Christ, of the apostler, and the early Christians, 
ended before Sunday, the first day of the week, 
began to dawn. 

Mark, by some claimed to hav been written between 
60 and 70 4 D., but by the best authorities admitted 


* The board of directors of the Washington Secular Union 
(all responsible gentlemen) will pay the sum of $20 in gold 
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not to hav been written til 120 4»: “And 
when the Sabbath was passed Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary, the mother of James, and Salome, had bought 
sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him. 
And very early in the morning, the first day of the 
week, they came unto the sepulcher at the rising of 
the sun” (Mark xvi, 1, 2). 

Matthew. declares that the Sabbath had ended, 
Mark that the Sabbath was past, before the rising of 
the sun on Sunday, the first day of the week. 

Luke declares that the women who loved Obrist 
and desired to embalm his body, had such reverence 
for his teaching that they paused in their work of 
love in performing the last ssd rites for their dead 
Lord. “They returned and prepared spices and 
ointments and rested the Sabbath day according to 
the commandment” (Luke xxiii, 56). ' 

Which day? which commandment? The day pre- 
ceding Sunday. They obeyed the Fourth Command- 
ment, which declares, “The seventh day is the Sab- 
bath of the Lord thy God; in it thou shalt not do 
any work" “Now upon the first day of the week, 
very early in the morning, they came unto the sepul- 
cher, bringing the spices which they bad prepared” 
(Luke xxiv, 1). 

Reader, what think you of these facts! 

DID THE APOSTLE PAUL TEAOH SUNDAY-KEEPING ? 

He taught by precepit and example the observance 
of Sunday or the first day of the week, for he cele- 
brated the Lord’s supper on Sundays, the day of 
Christian worship.” 

Let us hav the facts. The meeting at Troas, 
recorded in Acts xx, is the one only instance of any 
meeting for religious purposes on Sunday or the first 
day of the week. “And upon the first dey of the 
week, when the disciples came together to break 
bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on 
the morrow: and continued his speech until mid- 
night. And there were many lights in the upper 
chamber where they were gathered together. And 
there rat in a window a certaiu young man named 
Entychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and as 
Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep 
and fell down from the third lofi, and was taken up 
dead. And Paul went down and fell on him, and 
embracing him, said: Trouble not yourselvs, for his 
life is in him. When he therefore was come up 
again and had broke bread and eaten and talked a 
long while, even till break of day, so he departed. 
And they brought the young man alive, and were 
not a little comforted. And we went before to ship 
and sailed unto Assos, there intending to take in 
Paul: for so had he appointed, minding himself to 
go afcot” (Asia xx, 7 13). 

The claim is that on this occasion the eacrament 
of the Lord's supper was administered by Paul on 
Sunday. If it really did so state—which it certainly 
does not—it would be no authority for believing that 
God had altered the thing that had gone out of his 
lips,” or that Christ's declaration that till heaven 
and earth passed, not the dotting of an ¢ or the 
crossing of a ¢ should pass from the law,“ was un- 
true. 

When was this meeting at Tross? In the evening, 
for there were lights in the upper chamber. Upon 
what day? It says the first day of the week. Then it 
was a meeting on Sunday night. Paul was long 
preaching, and soon after midnight the young man 
fell out of the window. Paul went down, revived 
the young man, came up again, and quite some time 
after midnight, brake bread. So if this breaking 
bread was the Lord’s supper, it did not take place 


till after midnight. 


Sunday ends at midnight; so it must hav been on 
Monday morning that Paul brake bread with the dis- 
ciples. This is undeniable ; so then it is Monday we 
should keep as the Sabbath and noi Sunday, if this 
scripture is to be regarded as authority for change 
of the Sabbath. 

But the Jews did not count time as the Romans 
did, as we do now; from “even to even” consti- 
tuted a day. The evening and the morning were 
the first day.” It will hardly be disputed that the 
Jews coubted days from sundown to sundown. 

Well, then, this meeting at Troas was at the be- 
ginning of the first day (Sunday)—that is, what we 
call Saturday evening. 

But there are a few difficulties yet to be over- 
come ere this can help Sunday-keopers ; for we learn 
“Paul talked a long while, even till break of day— 
so he departed.” Till daybreak Sundsy morning, 
and then he starts off on a long journey, going across 
country afoot, but sending the disciples round by 
sailboat to Assos, when he got aboard and esiled with 
them to Mitylene. 

So according to Paul, the proper way to keep 
Sunday is to go walking, sailboat riding, to start off 
on long journeys. 

Why, then, desire & law to tie up all the steam- 
boats, railroads, and street-cars, and forbid even a 
buggy ride on Sunday ? 

But even if this meeting at Troas could be twisted 
into evidence that Paul and the disciples did break 
bread and worship all day long on this particular 
firat day, would the simple fact of devoting one day 
to worship change the unchangeable law of God ? 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 30, 1891. 


f. 0. 


339 


. If one meeting for religious purposes on any day 
made that day a Sabbath, then the day on which 
Paul and the disciples met most often for religious 
purposes must be the most holy day, and the Sab- 
bath all Christians should keep. 

We hav the positiv declaration that it was Paul's 

(Greek, eiothos) custom, usual practice, to attend 
worship at the Jewish synagog and preach on the 
Sabbath day. “And Peul, as bis manner was, went 
in unto them, and three Sabbath days reasoned with 
them out of the scriptures” (Acts xvii, 2). 
' It was not customary for Paul to meet for relig- 
ious services on the first day of the week. The 
meeting at Troas was an exceptional ocoasion, and 
Sunday-keepers are indeed hard driven for support 
of the pope’s Sunday, when they offer the meeting 
at Troas as evidence. 

Here is one of many texts proving that Paul 
faithfully observed the seventh day, the then only 
Sabbath: “After these things Paul departed from 
Athens, and came to Corinth ; and found a certain 
Jew named Aquils, born in Pontus, lately come from 
Italy, with his wife Priscilla (because that Claudius 
had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome), and 
came unto them. And because he was of the same 
craft, he abode with them and wrought (for by their 
occupation they were tent-makers). And he rea- 
sonedin the synagog every Sabbath, and persuaded 
the Jews and the Greeks" (Acts xviii, 1-8). 

Here is a year and six months, seventy-eight ob- 
gervances of the Sabbath, againat one religious meet- 
ing on Sunday. ` , 

Will Sunday-keepers dare pretend that Paul kept 
two days? If Sunday had become the Sabbath, and 
from the time of Christ's resurrection had been so 
observed by the Christians, how comes it that Paul 
knew nothing about it? The sojourn of Paul at 
Corinth is, in our reference Bibles, located in the 
year 54 A D, twenty years after Christ, yet it was 
Paul’s custom to work all the week and preach every 
Sabbath, alike to Jews and Greeks. 

; LAY BY, IN STORE. 

Jt is claimed thst the church at Corinth always 
met on Sundays, and that Paul commanded them, 
and the church at Galatia, to take up collections for 
the poor saints at Jerusalem on the first day. And 
that no such instructions could hav been given un- 
less Sunday was the day of worship. 

Just such unquestioned declarations hav led us 
into error in the past; let us now insist on facte. 

* Now concerning the collection for the saints, as 
I hav given order to the churches of Galatia, even so 
do ye! Upon the first day of the week let everyone 
of you lay by him in store as God hath prospered 
him, that there be no gatherings when I come” (1 
Oor. xvi, 1, 2). 

Could any person be said to “ lay by him in store,” 
T ra his contribution into the deacon's 

ate! 

But the text itself contains requirements impos- 
sible for a person to comply with at a public place of 
worship. 

The amount each shali “lay by him in store " is to 
ba carefully calculated, it is to be in proportion as 
God hath prospered him; to ascertain which, it 
would be necessary to examin books and accounts, 
ascertain thé amount of. stock on hand, and present 
prices. Women would hav to count the eggs, count 
me young chickens and turkeys, weigh the butter, 
ete. i 

Exch one would hav to look up newspapers and 
find quotations of prices, cipher out profit and loss; 
how elee could they tell just “how God had pros- 
pered them ?” 

Would such work be fitting ocsupation for the 
Sabbath? Every Christian would answer, No; but 
after the worship of God, on his own appointed rest- 
day, before resuming worldly avocations, while the 
heart wes attuned to praise and gratitude to God, 
the apostle desires they should on the going down of 
the sun commence the new week by laying by in 
store as God hath prospered them, to advance the 
cause of Christ. 

So far from teaching that the first day had become, 
or ever was to be, observed as the Sabbath, this text 
giva absolute proof to the contrary, for the apostle 
givs orders to the churches to perform work that 
would bea gross violation of the Sabbath. 

THE LORD'S DAY. 

Sunday- keeping ministers positivly declare : 

That, we cannot tell which is the seventh day be- 
cause time has been lost. | 

That, to do any work between the hours of 12 
o'clock, Saturdsy night, and 12 o'clock Sunday night, 
is a grievous sin against God. 

That we cannot possibly keep the exact seventh 
day, because the world is round. 

That, Sunday has taken the place of the old Jew- 
ish Sabbath (Saturday), which was to be observed to 
commemorate the creation; we are now under the 
new and better dispensation, and are required to 
keep Sunday, the first day, to commemorate the far 
greater work of the resurrection. And there ought to 
be a law compelling all persons to keep Sunday sa- 
credly. 

That, it does not matter what day we keep so long 


as we keep one seventh part of the time, for the New | of the disciples, of the early Christians, to Sunday, 
Testament says, O ne man esteemeth one day above | or the first day of the week. 


another: another esteemeth every day alike, let every 
man be fully persuaded in hisown mind. He that 
regardeth the day regardeth it unto the Lord; and 
he that regardeth not the day to the Lord he doth 
not regard it” (Rom. xiv, 5, 6). 

That, to do any worldly work or business on San- 
day is a violation of God’s holy law, calling for his 
terrible vengeance. 

That, to violate the Fourth Commandment, is a 
grievous sin, the entry-way to every vice and crime. 

And finally, as a clinching argument, they declare, 
* We are bound to keep Sunday now, instead of the 
old Jewish Sabbath of the Fourth Commandment, 
because the Lord in the New Testament givs us a 
definit and positiv dày to keep, namely ‘the Lord's 
day, the day which the beloved disciple John ob- 
served while on the isle of Patmos ;" and they quote 
Rev. 1,10: “I was in the spirit on the Lord's day." 
(Read the whole text and the context.) Now, 
honest! is there & shadow of reason given in that. 
text or that chapter for changing the Sabbath to 
Sunday? ` 

Yet we are willing to rest the whole question on 
this one text, and take the Sunday-keepers' own in- 
terpretation of it. 

They claim that there is one day of the week that 
all Bible-believers must keep as the Sabbath. 

That the “ Lord’s day ” is the only Sabbath we are 
under obligation to keep. 

That there is one day, termed by the beloved 
apostle John “the Lord’s day,” on which all Bible- 
believers must absolutely abstain from all worldly 
work and avocations, and regard as holy and sacred 
to the Lord. ‘ 

The one question then is: What day is the Lord's 
day? In so important a question we will accept no 
“gay-so” of prophet, priest, or king. The words of 
God, and the words of Christ slone, shall decide. 

What day is the Lord's day? 

Let the Bible God answer from amidst the thun- 
der of Mount Sinai, “God spake all these words. 
The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
God” (Ex. xx). 

* Oh! but that was under the old law; we are no 
longer under the old law of the father, but under the 
new and better law of the son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is his day we must keep.” 

What day is the Lord’s day ? 

Let Christ himself make answer, Therefore the 
son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath” (Mark ii, 28) 

Jesus emphatically declares that the day he is the 
Lord of is the Sabbath day. Hear ye him! 

But what day is the Sabbath day according to 
Mark? “And when the Sabbath was passed, Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and 
Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might 
come and anoint him. And very early in the morn- 
ing, the first day in the week, they came unto the 
sepulcher at the rising of the sun” (Mark xvi, 1, 2). 

Jesus declares the day preceding the first day of 
the week is the Lord’s day. 

Do you realize, dear reader, the—perhaps uninten- 
tional—yet gross wrong you hav sanctioned by seek- 
ing to enforce on others the religious observance of 
a day that is not alone not commanded by the Bible, 
by God, by Christ, or by the spostles, but is con- 
trary to their express and most positiv commands? 

Suppose Mohammedans were in power and com- 
pelled you to observe Friday, would you not regard 
it as a gross violation of your religious liberty? 

Sunday-keeper, if the Seventh Day Adventists, the 
Seventh Day Baptists, and the Jews (who all observe 
the Sabbath that God and Christ alike commanded 
to be kept), should attain the msjority and enforce 
observance of the Sabbath day (Saturday), do you 
not realize what a gross injustice it would be to all 
Catholics? They honestly believe that their church 
had the power and authority to change the day. 
What a violation of their religious belief, and of your 
pet tradition and prejudice, it would be to compel 
all to keep the Bible Sabbath. 

Would it be any worse, nsy, as bad, as to compel 
them to keep Sunday ? 

Christian reader, “Therefore all things whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so 
to them, for this is the law and the prophets” (Matt. 
vii, 12). 

Why not practice as well as preach the Golden 
Rule? 

Ask your minister for the thus saith the Lord” 
for Sunday-keeping ; take no evasion ; insist on the 
plain text, tell him just one will be all-sufficient. 
But if he cannot produce even one text that com- 
mands it, how dare he teach it? Rad to him Matt. 
v, 19 
HISTORIOAL EVIDENCE —HOW SABBATH WAS CHANGED TO 

SUNDAY. 

Startling admissions from Sanday observers. 

* Admissions in favor of truth from the ranks of 
its enemies constitute the highest kind of evidence” 
(Pres. Asa Mahan). n 

We hav given proof that there is no authority in 
the Bible for the change from the seventh day, which 
the Bible declares is the Sabbath of God, of Ohrist, 


But how about the historical evidence ? 

We will quote a few only of the many admissions 
made by the most highly esteemed Sunday-keeping 
church historians and authorities. 

All admit that for nigh three hundred years after 
Ohrist the seventh day, Saturday, was sacredly ob- 
served by all Christians as the Sabbath. 

Morer, one of the most distinguished historians of 
the Church of England, declares: “It is not to be 
denied but we borrow the name of this day [Sunday] 
from the ancient Greeks and Romans, and we allow 
that the old Egyptians worshiped the sun, and as a 
standing memorial of their veneration dedicated this 
22 to him” (Morer's Dialogs on the Lord's Day, p. 

“The primitiv Christians had a great veneration 
for the Sabbath and spent the day in devotions and 
sermons, and it is not to be doubted but they de- 
rived this practice from the apostles themselvs 
(Ibid., p. 189). - i 

“The Lord's day [Sunday] had no command that 
it should be sanctified, but it was left to God's peo- 
ple to pitch on this or that day for the publie wor- 
ship, and being taken up and made a day of meeting 
for religious exercises, yet for three hundred years 
there was no law to bind them to it” (Ibid., p. 233). 

Lyman Coleman says: “The last day of the week 
was strictly kept in connection with that of the firat 
day for a long time sfter the overthrow of the temple 
and its worship. Down even to the fifth century 
the observance of the Jewish Sabbath was continued 
in the Christian church, but with a vigor and so- 
lemnity gradually diminishing until it was wholly dis- 
continued ” (Ancient Christianity Exemplified, chap. 
xxvi, gec. 2). l 

Bishop Jeremy Taylor, a decided opponent of the 
seventh-day Sabbath, admits: * The Lord's day did 
not succeed in the place of the Sabbath, but the 

Sabbath was wholly abrogated and the Lord’s day 
was merely an ecclesiastical institution. It was not 
introdueed by virtue of the Fourth commandment, 
because they for almost three hundred years together 
kept that day which was in thst commandment” 
(Doct. Dubitantium, part I, book 2, chap. ii, sec. 51) 

“The primitiv Christians did all manner of works 
upon the Lord’s dry, even in the time of persecution, 
when they were strictest observers of ail divine com- 
mands, but in this they knew there was none, and 
therefore when Constantine, the emperor, had made 
an edict against working upon the Lord's day, yet 
he excepts and still permitted all agriculture or 
labors of the husbandman whatsoever” (Ibid., sec. 
59). 

Edward Brerewood, professor of Gresham College, 
London, England: “The name of the Sabbath re- 
mained appropriated to the old Sabbath, and was 
never attributed to the Lord’s day, not for many hun- 
dred years after our savior's time” (Trestis of the 
Sabbath, p. 77, edition 1631). C. B. RxyNoL»s. 

(TO BE CONOLUDED.) 
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How to Help the Truth Seeker. 


1, When renewing get afriend to subscribe and 
thus save a half dollar apiece. 

2. Get your newadesler to display it on his stand 
or in his shop window. Bs sure that he displays the 
pictures. 

8. Get your newsdeslers to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to take off his 
hands at the end of the week any that remain unsold. 
If he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
among your acquaintances. Oa your request, we 
will send you back-number sample copies free. ; 

5 Leave a copy oceasionslly where it will be 
picked up—in the train, in the factory, in the 
meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts, 
and when convenient hand one to a friend. 

7. Get a new subscriber by asking some friend to 
take it. 
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From all you hav written, O Lord, there is not 
much to be learned in regard to you. When I com- 
plain to the devout that I know little or nothing 
about you, they assure me that you are not to be 
found by study; that they know you “ within” them. 
From this I learn that God is not an affair of the 
brain, but an affair of the intestins. I might pos- 
sibly hav you “within” me by groveling away and 
praying till I became imbecil; but I hav watched 
the saints who aver that they hav you “within” 
them, and I feel constrained to say that I do not 
admire them. I hav found that a saint is, as a rule, 
a swindler. Piety and pilfering go well together, 
and the praying sneaks of your pulpits and pews sre 
the very last persons that an honest man should 
leava with his wife or daughter or purse. There- 
fore, O Lord, I do not want to hav you “within” 
me “bearing witness,” as your saints sanctimoni- 
ously snivel it. Saladin. 
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Letters to Workingmen. 


I hav dwelt somewhat upon liberty as a principle. 
I am well aware of the difficulty of grasping the 
idea. What tends the most to obscure it is the 
sseming simplicity with which it is regarded. 
Everybody desires it, loves it, glorifies it. Like a 
commodity, it is sought for and fought for, but the 
idea is only to obtain it, never to grant it. Reform- 
ers who hav inscribed it upon their banners and told 
its praises in song and story dare not trust it as a 
general principle. It is only their liberty that is so 
precious. It is their rights to new ways of thought 
and fields of action they are demanding. Hence all 
reforms are merely steps toward liberty. From 
asserting the right ourselvs we shall be led in time, 
I trust, to grant it to others. Experience is slowly 
teaching us that the good enjoyed is enhanced by 
sharing it with others. 

For others’ follies teach us not, 
Nor much their wisdom teaches; 

The most of sterling worth is what 
Our own experience preaches. 

And this is the text of the sermon, “ The happiness 
of one demands the happiness of ali" But, reared 
as we are under institutions of restriction and inherit- 
ing the belief of our fathers that the nature of man is 
prone to evil, we hesitate to trust that principle in 
others which we believe is essential to our own hap- 
piness. Whose experience does not prove that right 
action is more easy and certain under liberty than 
under restriction? Indeed, is it not possible that 
we may affirm that right action alone springs from 
liberty, even as wrong action springs from restric- 
tion? But was not perfect liberty the condition of 
our savage ancestry, from which we hav slowly 
emerged? Yes, but liberty in absolute ignorance is 
a very different thing from liberty under intelligence. 
We began in liberty; dawning intelligence took it 
away, a more perfect intelligenes will restore it. But 
is not a restrictiv institution necessary with the vast 
amount of ignorance in the world? Imost decidedly 
answer, No! And, what is more, I believe that every 
intelligent msn who will admit that government is a 
necessary evii will be convinced if he studies the 
question in unbiased fairness’ that the time has 
arrived—if it was ever absent—that all restrietiv 
government and written laws might be done away 
with and the world be a better place to livin. Intel. 
ligence hes always ruled the world and always will, 
but intelligence is progressiv and its methods are 
changing. As arbitration may do away with wars, 
cooperation may dispense with government. Govern- 
ment is a necessity simply because intelligence has 
not substituted a better plan. That it is a necessity 
of itself I deny. Ocoperativ association on a volun- 
tary basis for protection and defense may be neces- 
sary, but this would in no wise militate against 
the principle of liberty, but would, on the contrary, 
enable us to giv it a fair trial. The “necessary evil” 
of government is the invasion of the citizen, which 
would be entirely absent in the voluntary protectiv 
association. But to abolish government and the 
laws, would it not make confusion worse confounded? 
Undoubtedly any sudden change would be disas- 
trous, for the reason that it could not be brought 
about except by the employment of force, which 
would destroy the condition of liberty and would at 
best result only in that anarchy which must be suc- 
ceeded by a new set of masters. 

Liberty cannot be established by force of arms. 
The force of intellect is all that liberty admits cf, 
and this will be followed by no reaction. Institu- 
tions should never be abolished, but allowed to die 
for want of support. 

Nobody wants to be governed; it is always for the 
other fellow that governments are instituted. I be- 
lieve many institutions are unnecessary and alto- 
gether harmful in their effect. Yet I would abolish 
none of them. Their existence implies that many 
people want them, and ss I want no man to deprive 
me of what I believe necessary to my happiness I 
would not (supposing I had the power) deprive them. 
And yet, believing that nobody wants government 
for themselvs, and that human happiness depends 
upon the principle of liberty, I shall endeavor—in 
my weak way—to impress its truth upon my fellow- 
beings. 

It is a thankless task, I know, to work for others’ 
happiness, but this I never do. It is my own happi- 
ness I am after every time. I dare say that some 
who read these letters (and it pleases me to think 
they are read) lay aside the paper thinking the sub- 
ject not worth the ink wasted in its produstion ; while 
others may insist that such articles are evil in their 
tendency, and criticise the Editor for giving them 
room. To such I would say, the Editor is in no wise 
responsible for the theories I advocate, and if he 
givs me space it is because he would generously 
place before his readers the various views of his va- 
rious correspondents. For myself I thank him, and 
to those who would exclude my theory I would say 
as Isabella said to Angelo: 

Go to your bosom, 


Knock there, and ask your heart what it doth know 
That’s like my brother's fault. 


Why do you oppose ecelesiasticism ? Is it not be- 


| cause of the institution and the power it derives 
from its own organization or from secular govern- 
ment, which power you regard as an evil? Why 
should we quarrel? Whatever evil you may predict 
from my theory, wad predicted from your theory. 
If you think the tendency of my thoughts danger- 
ous, your thoughts hav been equally held so. I teil 
you, friend Liberals, we are in the same boat, or 
rather in the same water. We are bound for the 
same harbor, human happiness. We are fighting the 
same foe, superstition. You see it in the church ; I 
see it in the state also. I believe the idea of gov- 
ernment is a superstition. These men we annually 
elect to fill offices will tell you that they are not 
government, they are merely agents—or, if it be just 
before election, servants; that you, as a "sovereign 
elector,” more nearly represent- government. This 
may inflate your vanity, but it hardly settles the 
question. If mistakes are made the “agents” are 
blamed. If evil is wrought we denounce the poli- 
tician. Nobody thinks of denouncing government. 
Turn to theology. It was Eve that brought death 
into the world and all our woe.” “The earth was 
cursed for man’s sake.” In Adam's fall, we sinned 
all.” “But God is good, great is Ali.“ Canst thou 
by searching find out God?” Just about as easily as 
you can find out government. Lou may run across 
priests and politicians, Bibles and lawbooks, but 
government and God are alike invisible. I tell you, 
friends, the sovereignty of the state is nothing but 
a rehabilitation of the God idea, and many of us Lib- 
erals hav transferred our fealty from the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to the God of Tom, 
Dick, and Harry of politics. As the priest personi- 
fies God, the politician personifies the state. If we 
reject the authority of God, by what logic must we 
bow to the dictates of government? It is urged 
that government is for man’s good here and now, 
but the same is contended of God and religion. 
Friends, I deny the claims of both. I claim that 
both were organized and still remain in the interests 
of a class, to obtain, protect, and perpetuate their 
wealth and power, and all the “good to man” de- 
rived by “us the people” is the glory of servitude. 
We may carry the flags and torches, do the marching 
and the cheering, the voting and the hooting, we 
may break each other’s heads in party interest, and 
then go home and foot the bills. 5 
Of course it makes no difference which party is 
elected, the country is always saved. Lawyers are 
on all tickets. They make the laws; they adminis- 
ter the justice, and hav arranged the thing most ad- 
mirably for their clients, the wealthy class. By their 
cunning system of taxation, they shift the burden of 
government on the shoulders of the poor. By their 
system of usury the wealth of their clients increases 
like the widow’s eruse of oil, while that which creates 
all wealth, labor, is robbed of the fruits of its toil. 
I tell you, friends, those fallible men we elect to 
office, those politicians we are constantly calling bad 
names, are what constitutes government. The 
“state” is simply a superstition. The church gave 
birth to the state and the child inherits and seeks to 
perpetuate the qualities of its sire. But Ignorance 
sired the church, and while nature is reproducing 
the taint of blood and deformity of mind another 
child has sprung from the forehead of the god, and 
a8 Prometheus stole fire from heaven to serve man- 
kind Intelligence shall wring from nature truth and 
giv to man the benefit of its utility. 
Buffalo, N. Y. A. L. Barrov.. 
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Health. 


The Westminster Confession of Faith declares 
that “the chief end of man is to glorify God and 
enjoy him forever.” Common sense declares that 
it is ko get out of this life all the pure enjoyments 
to be found in it. To accomplish this common sense 
and Freethought are indispensable. The means are 
essential to the end. Let us call to our aid the 
sound maxim that “he who begins aright is half 
done.” However scarce common sense snd sound 
honesty may be growing in cur fast age, is there not 
sufficient left to recognize health as the foundation 
of all enjoyment? This fact is too self-evident to 
be ignored. ` 

Here, then, is the right beginning of all human 
weal. Superstition may conjure pains into blessings, 
and Jesuitism whitewash falsehoods, but never can 
free, honest thought thus degrade. Sound civilians 
will ever declare Let justice be done though the 
sky fall,” and so will Freethinking scientists say of 
truth. Bad health demoralizes mind and body. 

The higher plane of science and progress to which 
Freethinkers aspire, the enjoyments of life which 
they hav in view, demand their first attention to 
health. So to liv as to shatter the body, and with 
it the mind, is certainly to liv to no good purpose, 
to really make life not worth living, justifying 
suicide. On the contrary, to secure and perpetuate 
health is to make if more than worth living. Hence 
the science of health is, above all others, of the most 
importance. 

But some may ask, Is there indeed such a science ? 
Christians’ credulity may question it, since they 


hav their Christ going about ‘miraculously healing 
all manner of diseases. As miracle had to heal 
them, the inference was plain that it had to originate 
them. Prayer over the sick sanctions the same 
dogma, repudiating science. All this being kept 
out or expelled from the brains of Freethinkers, 
hygiene is recognized as a science no less than cause 
and effect. To look straight at facts, any and every 
one of the countless diseases among us is caused, the 
same as inebriety. Neither class comes by chance 
or miracle, nor can they thus be cured. « The stead- 
fast laws of nature must be violated to originate 
them and strictly followed to heal them. To remove 
the cause is to remove the effect. 

All progressiv thinkers disregard fossilized con- 
servatism. And yet, as habit is second nature coun- 
terfeited, too many may refuse to ehange their un- 
healthy modes of life. The idea is prevalent that to 
lay aside an unhygienic habit is at best an uncom- 
fortable self. denial, like the Catholic penance. Under 
a superficial view this in & measure may be true. 
The tobacco and alcohol user will feel uneasy for a 
time on suddenly giving them up. In nature there 
are no instantaneous miracles. She never turns 
water into wine by a word or in a moment. But 
giv her time and the reasonable conditions and the 
happy issue is sure. So soon as a bad habit is dis- 
carded and a good one substituted the process of 
ceasing real troubles and gaining pure, lasting enjoy- 
ments begins, and like capital at compound interest 
its gain accelerates daily. Keeping this in mind, 
sustained by long experience, I hope that at least a 
few renders will be benefited by the following sug- 
gestions: 

Pure sir and water are indispensable to pure 
health. Any substances floating in either deteriorate 
the element. If minute particles cannot be wholly 
excluded, hav them as nearly so as possible in all we 
breathe and drink. Pure filtered cistern water and: 
well-ventilated rooms night and day may be had. 

2. The skin should be cleaned and the pores kept 
open no less than once in every twenty-four hours. 
No better time than on leaving the bed each morn- 
ing. 

3. Take all the exercise in out- door air which oir- 
cumstances allow. , 

4. Food, whether fruit, vegetable, or flesh, must be 
pure to increase pure health. The stomach, being 
the workshop of the whole system, must hav good 
material to manufacture good nutriment. Bad ma- 
terial, or quantities too large or too small, are the 
chief sources of ill health. Fairly treat the stomach 
and it will fairly do its duty. Impose upon it and its 
condition diseases the whole system. The clean 
tongue and the sweet breath indicate the pure life, 


while the the contrary betray the fou! and call at. 


once for reformation. Imperfect as has been my life, 
its hopeful conformity to these and other reasonable. 
rules has brought ms to my seventy-ninth year, en-. 
abling me to say truly that life is more than worth. 
living. Earning R. T. Trall's diploma, I hav relieved 
many sufferers, and still may more if applied to. 
Kansas City, Mo. W. PrnxiNs, 


— — — — 
Impressible Psychology. 


“Mind is matter or nothing,” remarked D. M. 
Bennett, an advanced thinker and a Spiritualist; but 
then it must be considered in a state of sublima- 
tion and attenuation almost inconceivable, 

Our Dr. Franklin could not comprehend this sei- 
ence or he would not hav pronounced Mesmer a 
sbameless fraud while giving his exhibitions in 
Paris (vide Franklin's life and letters published in 
Philadelphia). But we can afford to excuse the 
doctor now. It is doubtful if even Mesmer more 
than faintly understood this all-pervading occult- 
ism. But mesmerism is now the basis of all science 
in both hemispheres; apparently to make its study 
more inviting, the savans of Paris hav given it the 
name of “hypnotism.” 

For many years dating from 1849 “impressible 
psychology” received great attention throughout 
the Union through the lectures of Dr. Bovee Dodd. 
He hired a hal in the city of Washington and 
trusted to obtain sensitive, or subjects for illustra- 
tion, from among his audience. It so happened 
that the doctor obtained one in the redoubtable Sam 
Houston of Texas fame. This hero he so influenced 
or fascinated by fixing his gaze on his elevated fin- 
ger and eye that Sam followed him out of the hall 
and around it—many of the audience following and 
into the hall again, where he was safely released by: 
the doctor. As Houston remembered nothing of 
what passed through himself, he felt fully repaid! 
in Jaughing at the absurd doings of others. 

Dr. Dodd found little difficulty after this remark- - 
able event in Washington, in procuring an audience 
in sany considerable inland city throughout the 
Union: . 

About this time a Dr. Benton gave us in Brooklyn 
a course of lectures on *Impressible Psychology,” 
its queerness and curativ properties. He also 
selected subjects from the audience, ladies and 
gentlemen, who when under control were induced to 
say and do mauy absurd things, such as fishing with 
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a broom-handle, boat-rowing, singing, exchanging 
wardrobes (the ladies wearing men’s hats and men 
wearing ladies’ fancy bonnets). Many invalids were 
brought upon the stage to be cured, and were cured 
by a few passes of the doctor's hands, and these be- 
fore the eyes of the audience. The doctor only re- 
quested the patient to state to the audience the 
nature of his complaint. One man (a ship carpen- 
ter) said he had had the lockjaw for the last three 
days, during which time he had been unable to talk 
or take solid food. 

In truth, the year 1850 was made memorable by 
Benton’s lectures in Brooklyn on “Impressible Psy- 
chology.” Being intimate with the lecturer, the 
writer studied closely his modus operandi in obtain- 
ing control of his subjects. On trial he was sur- 
prised to find himself also a successful operator; 
and hence became highly interested in this wonder- 
ful occultism. I ought briefly here to remark that 
he considers the knowledge of impressible psychol- 
ogy in the hands of men or women of unscrupulous 
principles exceedingly dangerous. MesmER, 

— . —Uꝑ‚„Z— 


The Communion Cup. 


The inquiry of F. G. MoCauley and an answer 
thereto by William Hart, regarding the wine cup 
used at communion services, and which were recently 
published in Taz Truru Szxxzn, I read with interest. 
The same set me to investigating, and in my tour for 
knowledge I ran across the Monthly Sanitary Rec- 
ord, a small journal officially issued by the Onio 
state board of health. Within its contents I found 
a striking and forcible allusion to the communion cup, 
which, in addition to what MeOauley and Hart hav 
written, proves it a “root of evil" indeed. What 
this board has said regarding it has been said skil- 
fully and well; in a way, in fact, which nicely and 
neatly slaps the church, her popes, her bishops, her 
‘preachers, and her priests. Their words verbatim 
are these: 


We would, with due reverence for a most sacred custom, 
call attention to a possible source of danger connected 
with the communion services of Christian churches. 

The cup which is passed without cleaning from lip to lip 
may easily be the means of conveying the germs of a conta. 
gious disease. It isa fact well known to physicians that 
adults may suffer with diptheria unknown to themselvs, 
the symptoms being only such as appear in an ordinary sore 
throat; and this is recognized as a not infrequent cause of 
the disease being communicated to unsuspecting persons, 
especially to children by kissing them. During the preva- 
lence of diptheria in a large community—and our large cities 
are seldom, if ever, free from it—we cannot be too careful 
in guarding all avenues of contagion; and passing the cup 
among three or four hundred people at such a time is 
undoubtedly attended with danger. A slight abrasion or 
fissure of the mucous membrane of the lips offers a favorable 
site for the inoculation of any poison left clinging to the cup, 
and other diseases than diptheria might possibly be conveyed 
in this manner. The danger of contagion in connection with 
the communion service would appear to be greater than the 
well-recognized danger connected with all public drinking 
cups; for in the latter case the cup is well rinsed before be- 
jug used by the second person, and the water drunk has not 
been in- contact with the mouth of another. asin the case 
with the wine in the communion cup. Furthermore, ail 
thinking persons are extremely cautious about using a public 
cup, from an esthetic point of view, if from no other. 

How can we avoid this dauger, not an imaginary one, 
which is unavoidably associated with the communion ser- 
vice, as now administered? It wil doubtless be no easy 
matter to change in any particular a custom which has 80 
long prevailed, and to which so many sacred memories are 
attached. Several plans suggest themselvs, but we prefer 
toleave this to the pastors and members of the churches. 
We cannot believe that there would be any irreverence in 
modifying a custom which might possibly endanger the life 
or health of one of God’s creatures. 


Thus Ohio’s health board has spoken. Perhaps 

their language is not as broad as I or others would 

, hav used, yet it is broad enough to sound the key- 

note of reform. Let every health board in every 

state so speak, and contagion of disease and taste 

for liquor will esase to be encouraged and revived 

before the altar’s railing. Wut S. ANDRES, 

Portsmouth, O. 


— . — — 


Recent Gems From the Religious Press. 


The Illustrated Catholic American, in speaking 
of the social question in France and a pamphlet of 
the count de Man, says: 

` The count points out that the church alone can solve the 
social question and the issues between capital and labor. 

O! course the church ean solve the question. It 
has solved it, It advises the men to take what cap- 
ital will giv them and, after setting apart a goodly 
proportion for the church, why, thank God for the 
balance and be good citizens. Wonderful church ! 
Excellent men ! 


. The Central West (Presbyterian) says: 


A childish and absurd custom is thus struck at by a secu- 
lar paper: Senator Allison was right in keeping his seat 
when the pastor of his church requested all who were in 
favor of closing the World's Fair on Sunday to rise. There 
is no reason why full-grown people should pay heed to idi- 
otic appeals from the pulpit which are on a par with Sam 
Jones's famous call, Will all who want to go to hell please 
stand up.’” 


Whether Senator Allison desired to rebuke this 
“olap-trap” custom of blatant evangelists and weak- 
brained pastors, or merely to indicate his preference 


for constitutional liberty, we cannot undertake to say, 
but we can affirm that in either case or both together 
the senator voiced in his non-action the view of all 
sensible. honest, Jiberty-loving people. 


humanity 2» hell, and that there is absolutely no 
* going " about it. 
credulous in ages back a mythical non-existent master 
called a God, and under pretense of orders from him 
forging a chain which has bound mankind both 
mentaily and physically for hundreds of years, which 
has scouted the voice of nature, which has maligned 
and blasphemed this life and this earth, which has 
inaugurated fraud and hypocrisy, injustice and all 
uncharitableness, thereby making of life a battle for 
bread, the brutishness of which the swine would 
blush to own, we do not see why we should wish to 


“go” to any better equipped hell than the one we see 
around us. 


Christianity. It is founded upon “ the secret counsel 
and good pleasure of God’s will, who before the 
foundation of the world predestined some to heaven 
and some to hell.” 
what a kind-hearted God almighty the present ruling 
modernized pagan God is. 


tide is just now setting very strongly against Professor 
Briggs. But soon it may turn. i 


Why, the church would lose in members, influence, 
and power. 
to be considered, principle is out of the question, 
expediency is the paltering word used by a church 
which claims for its author the same power which it 
alleges hurls the merciless cyclone and tumultuous 
seas Whither it will. 
ing sea smack anything of expediency? 
their destructiv wake go down to death. 


replies the revision trimmer, we hava’t got the truth. 
We thought we had it once, but some one asked a 
question and it wriggled through our fingers and 
ran and hid its head. 


get slong without it as we hav done in the psst, 
as no doubt it wasn’t the genuin article anyway. 
this complexion hav we come at last.” 


Sam Jones forgets that religion has already landed 


Foisting upon the ignorant and 


There is absolutely no shadow of natural justice in 


We merely mention this to show 


The Evangelist says: 
Before acting let the assembly take a long look ahead the 


Ab, there is the rub. If it should turn, then what! 


This is Tammany politics, truth is not 


Do the cyclone and the rag- 
All within 


‘Would not the church resenible its alleged origi- 


nator more if it stood solidly on what it preaches as 


truth, let the consequences be what they may! 
“Take a hundred dollars and go West,” Horace 
Greeley is reported to hav advised an impecunious 
young man. “But,” replied the young man, “I 


havn’t got the hundred dollars.” 


This is exactly the position of the church. Take 
the truth and stand by it, says an adviser. But, 


All the same we shall work on the old lines and 


«To 


The Christian, Union says: 
There is much in the Episcopal church which commends 


jt to public esteem. Its rich spiritual liturgy, tbe antique 
flavor of which no modern inventor is able to imitate, its ap- 
peal to the esthetic na'ure, etc. 


Raverence for antiquity and antique flavors is a 
“fad” at whose behest reason has left her throne, 


progress has been impeded, error has bsen implanted, 


development has been arrested, advaueing thought 
stifled at its birth, and the inertia of mind which 


follows the acceptance of completeness, thoroughly 


established. It is rank heresy to the present, and a 
vicious exemplar for the future. Let the dead past 
bury its dead issues, let its follies, its errors, and its 
superstitions die coutemporaneously with their au- 
thors. We hav to do with the present, ours the task 
to interpret nature and bring forth from her store- 
house the wherewithal to bless man and make 
him happy. Not from the weird, uncanny echoes of 
a Biblic past, but from the ever-living now, shall we 
obtain that priceless jewel, natural justice, which 
though trampled and torn beneath our feet can yet 
be rehabilitated and become the harbinger of human 
deliverance from the dominion of that bestial sel- 
fishness which has ever been our vice and curse. 


The Hzaminer sounds a bugle blast of warning 
thus: The trumpet already givs an uncertain sound 
in some parts of the Baptist hosts. Our strength in 
the past has been loyalty to the scriptures; our 
weakness in the future threatens to be denial of the 
authority of the scriptures.” 

What! Baptists too? Well, this is forging 
shead with a vengeance, and in this same article the 
editor asks this astonishing question: “Shall we 
remain loyal to the word of God, or shall we pro- 
nounce it to be the word of man and unworthy of 
our allegiance ?" 

Saints and ministers of grace defend us! This 
from a Baptist paper and addressed to Baptist 
readers ! 

It is well for this editor that old Aunt Huldah 
Crane and Deacon Whifüss hav gone to “thar 
reward,” or he would see the liveliest committee of 
two waltz into his sanctum, each bearing an ortho- 
dex club, that he ever saw this side of kingdom 


come. He can breathe free—he is safe. He is 
thoroughly orthodox, we know; let him ask some 
more questions on the same line; they may be the 
means of his thinking a thought or two for himself, 
and in that case something may drop. 


There is nothing like being inquisitiv even if & 


man has been corked up in an orthodox bottle of 
Baptist water for years. 
out making queries he is very liable to stumble up 
against the truth before he gets through, in which 
case the church would lose a member and the world 
gain an honest man. 


In fact, if he once starts 


Wm. ALLEN SurrE. 
— 9 9————— ——— 


Items of Foreign Freethought News. 
The French Freethought Federation is now com- 


posed of one hundred and forty-five auxiliary sosie- 
tier, besides individual members. 


Fernando Lozano, who is a regular contributor to 


our Spanish contemporary Las Dominicales, and 
writes under the name of Damofilo, has been elected 
member of the Spanish Cortes, or congress. 


Mr. Erth, Schneeburg, Saxony, has been sentenced 


to six months’ imprisonment because he stated 
in a lecture that the miraculous conception and birth 
of Ohrist was an invention of the Ohristian church. 


The German Freethought congress for this year 


is to be held May 30:h, 31st. and June 1st in Mann- 
heim. Professor Büchner, Dr. Specht, and Dr. Voel- 
kel if he has not by that time begun serving his sen- 
tence, will deliver addresses. 


Swedish bigots, fearing the ever-increasing influ- 


ence of Freethought in Sweden, are trying to get 
the king to make the exceptions to the law regard- 
ing freedom of social and public gatherings apply 
to the Freethought associations. 


Mrs. Heinrich-Wilhelmi, the German-American 


Freethought lecturer, has been sentenced by the 
city court of Halle to two months’ imprisonment for 
blasphemy against God, the Ohristian church, the 
Jewish religion, the sacraments, and the clerical pro- 
fession. 
woman indeed to commit so many sine. 


Mrs. Wilhelmi must be a very wicked 


F. V. Thomson, of Malmo, a Fzeethinker and So- 


eialist, has been indicted for blasphemy. Mr. Thom- 
son while taking part in a local theatrical performance 
made fun of religious services and sacraments, by 
imitating tbe performances that a Lutheran minister 
goes through while preparing and giving Ohrist's 
bedy srd blcod as lunch to the faithfal. 


The last bulletin of the Comité d'Etudes Morales 


omtains a very good paper by Marie Deraimes, vice. 


president of the society, and president of the Paris- 


ian braneh of the Society for Securing Woman's 
Righis. 


Among the new American members are Mr. 
Salter, president of the Society for Ethical Culture 


in Chicago; Paul Carue, Ph.D., editor of the Open 


Court and the Monist, and Gaorge Wilson, president 
of the Lafayette county bank, Lexington. 


In Denmark persecutions of heretics hav begun l 


anew. The editor of the Danish daily A'ojbenAavn 
has been sentenced to two months’ imprisonment for 


“blasphemy against God the father," and on the 
28th of last month Mr. E. Brandes, editor of Börs- 
tidende, received the same sentence because he pub- 
lished in his paper an article by H. Pontoppidan 
which, according to the most Obristian opinion of 
the minister of church and education, also contained 
blasphemy. 


That our readers may know what they and their 
Christian friends and relative will do when they get 
to heaven, we giv the following taken from the Swe- 
dish religious paper Stridsropet: The Ohristians 
who do not work for God here on earth shall belong 
to the foot-soldiers in heaven. Those who work in- 
dustriously will become horsemen and ride on white 
steeds. The rest [the wicked, we suppose] will hav 
to take care of the horses, and black the boots be- 
longing to the horsemen.” 


April 28th Henry V. Berghell was liberated from 
his cell in Malmo jail, where he had been confined 
for three months, and ordered to leave the country. 
One account is that he went to Copenhagen. 
Another is that he went to Finland. But it does 
not matter whet route be took, for he is probably 
now surrendered to the Russian police, who for three 
years hav longed to see him. He was obliged to 
leave Finland, as suspicion of his being a Nihilist 
had infected the imperial police. He will no doubt 
be sent to Siberia by administrativ process "—that 
is, without trial. Mr. Berghell has our entire sym- 
pathy in his new sfiliction; we had hoped fo see 
him here, as a late Jetter stated that he intended to 


| emigrate to America. 
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Our London Letter. 


The bishops of the Church of England are, as a 
rule, such very poor sticks that they would be 
utterly lost sight of and forgotten if it were not 
that, now and again, one of them, with a hankering 
after notoriety, and a desire to remind the public 
tbat there are such individuals existing, makes some 
outrageous statement which is likely to cause some 
discussion or notice in the papers. The late arch- 
bishop of York immortalized himself by stating that 
the * Sermon on the Mount" contained doctrins that 
could not possibly be put into general use, a truism 
no doubt, but searcely orthodox. The bishop of 
Chester, while advocating publicly the use of the 
rod for children, had the audacity to say that bru- 
tality to children was a characteristic of Sscularists, 
a most infamous and untrue statement. If profess- 
ing Christians studied the care cf the little ones 
half as much as Sseularists do, we should hear much 
less of such shocking cruelty than we now do. I never 
remember reading a case of an Atheist being charged 
with the cffense, but it is very common for believers 
to be. In fact, it is well known, and very distaste- 
ful to the Christian community, that there is much 
. less crime of any description amongst unbelievers, 

and it would be well if their example were more 
generally followed ; there would be a great reduc. 
tion in taxation, soldiers, policemen, and magistrates 
would not be needed, and the loss of their several 
Occupations would be so much gain to the state. 
Although Secularists are by no means perfect, yet I 
firmly believe they are better citizens than any other 
class of the community. Divesting one's self of the 
God idea naturally tends to make men more consid- 
erate to one another, and even if this is done for 
mere selfish ends, still the result is more satisfactory 
to all concerned. 

The May meetings are now in full swing, and the 
usual touching appeals are being made to the soft- 
headed plutocrats who are willing to giv large do- 
nations for the purpose of allaying imaginary distress 
in distant countries, though they would not do any- 
thing in the way of mitigating the distress at their 
own doors. There is, I understand, much rejoicing 
at the falling off in funds, the ingenious Booth hav- 
ing pretty well bled the people with more money 
than sense, and still crying for more. He cer- 
tainly is the most persistent and successful beggar 
of his time, and is the object of much envy on the 
part of others who are in the same line of business, 
but who cannot do so large and profitable a business. 

The National Secular Society will hold its annual 
conference on Whit Sunday at Birmingham, and 
judging by the agents, there will be a good deal of 

business io be done. I see there is a notice of mo- 
` tions “that some steps should be taken with a view 
to accomplishing a closer intimacy between the Na- 
tional Secular Society and the Freethought organi- 
zations of the English colonies and the United States 
of America,” which, if carried, should tend to a 
closer bond of union between Freethinkers all over 
the world. Under the supervision of the president 
the National Secular Society is likely to become a 
larger and more effeetiv organization than it has ever 
. been, as Mr. Foote goes thoroughly into the cause 
of Freethought, and evidently intends to leave no 
stone unturned to make it a far greater power than 
he found it. For the sake of the cause he so ably 
champions, it is to be hoped he will not take up with 
politics more than he does at present, as his time 
must soon be so fully occupied with his work that 
he will hav to take some of that to devote to polit- 
ical work, with the result that the National Sscular 
Society will most probably hav to suffer. J. D. 


— — — M 


The Last Day of the People’s Party Conven- 
tion at Cincinnati. 
From the Sun, 

It was after 10 o’clock when the temporary chair- 
man whacked his desk in the main hall with his iron 
hammer. The religious character of the gathering 
was made manifest by the frequent “amens” from 
the floor during the delivery of a long prayer by a 
Nebraska clergyman and the chorus of responses at 
the close. The Kansas Glee Olub sang some more 
tunes set to Moody and Sankey music, and then the 
convention girded itself for the hot fight which 
everybody felt was upon them. They were feeling 
so good-natured that they went down into their 
pockets to make up a fund for Oapt. O. O. Power, 
the man who called the convention snd by his indi- 
vidual work got most of the delegates here. 

Then the committee on eredentials.reported there 
were 1,418 accredited delegates present from 32 
states. The apportionment of the delegates among 
the states exposes at a glance the unrepresentativ 
character of the whole convention. Here is the list 
by states: 

Alabama, 2; California, 2; Connecticut, 1; Illinois, 88; 
Kentucky, 59; Louisiana, 2; Michigan, 11; Maine, 2; 
North Carolina, 1; Rhode Island, 1; Weat Virginia, 13; 
Pennsylvania, 8; Wisconsin, 21; Nebraska, 94; Wasbing- 


ton, 4; District of Columbia, 6; Ohio, 317; Arkansas, 6; | wo proceeded to include. the St. Louis platform of 


Florida, 2; Indiana, 154; Iows, 32; Kansae, 411; Missouri, 
78; Massachusetts, 8; New York, 8; North Dakota, 1; 
Texas, 26; South Carolina, 1; Tennessee, 6; Minnesota, 
80; Oklahoma, 2; Wyoming, 4; Colorado, 3. Total dele- 
gates, 1,418. 

There was a hot row following the announcement 
by the loea] ehairman of the reception committee 
that a reception would be given at the Bellevue 
House this evening, and that the delegates were 
slso invited to visit several factories where, among 
other things, they would be filled up. 

A delegate named Groom, of Wisconsin, assumed, 
as did many others, that this meant an invitation to 
a brewery, which is in the line of business of the 
chairman of the entertainment committee, Mr. Burk- 
hauser. 

There was a tremendous hubbub for a few minutes, 
and it looked as though there would be violence be- 
tween some of the struggling delegates. Finally a 
Kansas delegate explained that an invitation to a 
broom factory was meant, and he added: “If you 
want to get drunk on brooms you can go there.” 

The committee on permanent organization re- 
ported Senator Peffer, of Kansas, for president and 
W. S. Morgan, of Missouri, for secretary. 

There was a long list of vice-presidents, sto. No 
sooner had the report been read, than there was 
more trouble. Mrs. Helen M. Gougar, of Indiana, 
protested against the use of her name as a vice- 
president. 

‘She said: “I am a sober Prohibitionist and a 
member of the national committee of the party. 
Until you repudiate liquor in every form I won't 
allow the use of my name." 

Senator Peffer took the chair with a very short 
speech. This gathering,” he said, “is of more im- 
portance to the people of this country and to the 
entire world than any which has convened in this 
century. We are here to undermine and dispose of 
s power that is crushing the necks of the people of 
America and of the world.” 

A-colored delegate from North Carolina was pre- 
sented as the only negro delegate who had come with 
credentials and he had exhausted his resources to 
get there. An appeal was made to the house to 
raise enough money to send him home. 

There was a lively scene in front of the platform 
for a few minutes while a perfect shower of coin 
poured in. The delighted darkey got money enough 
to send him to Europe if he wants to go. 

The committee on rules made a report with a joker 
at the end of it, which the convention did not. see 
at first. There was the usual provision for the tak- 
ing of votes, etc., and then a rule provided for the 
choice of a national campaign committee, which, of 
course, carried with it a commitment to the new 
party idea. E. Gerry Brown, of Massachusetts, a 
member of the committee, finally explained that 
while the committee on resolutions had been strug- 
gling in vain all night with the new party problem 
the committee on rules had quietly brought the issue 
to the convention by recommending a national cam- 
paign committee. “Men know what that means,” 
he declared, amid a great burst of enthusiasm. 
you don’t want & new party you hav no use for a 
national committee.” The question was put, and it 
was carried with a tremendous shout. The conven- 
tion went wild. Men and women alike shouted till 
they could shout no longer, and thus, just as the 
noon bells rang, and almost unanimously, the conven- 
tion declared in favor of abandoning the old parties 
and starting out under a new political banner. The 
convention took a recess to await the action of the 
platform committee. 

After dinner Chairman Ignatius Donnelly made 
the report for the committee. He prefaced it by 
saying: 

“The committee has concluded its labors with 
practicai unanimity. On the question of organizing 
anew and distinct party in the United States this 
committee is a unit. [Great cheering.] The only 
difference of opinion has been over unimportant mat- 
ters. The committee has performed a great work. 
Two alternative were presented to it—one to proceed 
without regard to any previous movements in the 
same direction ; the other was that we should not 
divide the friends of reform, that we should place 


this gathering in harmony with this vast movement 


of the people which is to find expression in February, 
1892; that we should say to those who hav called 
that convention that we are heartily with them ; that 
if there is any failure of that convention to place a 
national ticket in the field, the national committee of 
this convention should take steps toward that result. 
We apologize because we hav not been able to cover 
all the interests in the minds of men here to-day. I 
believe that a few planks in one invulnerable plat- 
form will avail more than to try to include many 
issues, some of them doubtful. The shorter our 
platform the longer will be our muster roll. When 
we hav taken possession of both houses of Congress 
and of the White House, as we shall do, then it will 
be time enough to decide on the details of legisla- 
tion. (Great applause.| We are here not so much 
to proclaim a creed as to erect a banner under which 
the marching hosts of reform can rally. Therefore 


“TE 


1889 [cheers and the rebel yeli], the Osala platform 
of 1890, and the Omaha platform of the Northwest- 
ern Alliance of 1891.” The platform was then read 
a8 follows: 


Your committee on resolutions begs leave to submit the 
following: . 

1. That in view of the great social, industrial, and eco- 
nomical revolution now dawning upon the civilized world, 
and the new and living issues confronting the American 
people, we believe that the time has arrived for a crystalli- 
zation of the political reform forces of our country and the 
formation of what should be known as the People's party of 
the United States of America. 

9. That we most heartily indorse the demands of the plat- 
forms às adopted at St. Louis. Mo., in 1889; Ocala, Fia., in 
1890, and Omaha, Neb., in 1891, by industrial organizations 
there represented, summarized as follows: 

a—The right to make and issue money is a sovereign 
power to be maintained by the people for the common ben- 
efit; hence we demand the abolition of national banks as 
banks of issue, and as a substitute for national bank notes 
we demand that legal tender treasury notes be issued in 
sufficient volume to transact the business of the country on 
a cash basis, without damage or especial advantage to any 
class or calling, such notes to be legal tender in payment of 
all debts, public and private, and such notes, when de- 
manded by the people, shall be losned to them at not more 
than two per cent per annum upon non-perishable products, 
as indicated in the sub-treasury plan, and also upon real es- 
tate, with proper limitation upon the quantity of land and 
amount of money: i 

5 —We demand the free and unlimited coinage of silver. 

c—We demand the passage of laws prohibiting aljen. 
ownership of land, and that Congress take prompt action to 
devise some plan to obtain all lands now owned by alien and 
foreign syndicater, and that all land held by railroads and 
other corporations in excess of such as is actually used and 
needed by them be reclaimed by the government and held for 
actual settlers only. 

d—Believing the doctrin of equal rights to all and special 
privilege to none, we demand that taxation, national, state, 
or municipal, shall not be used to build up one interest or 
class at the expense of another. 

€—We demand that all revenues, national, state, or county, 
shall be limited to the necessary expenses of the government, 
economically and honestly administered. 

J—We demand a just and equitable system of graduated 
tax on income. 

g—We demand the most rigid, honest, and just national 
control and supervision of the means of public communication 
and transportation, and if this control and supervision does 
not remove the abuses now existing, we demand the govern- 
ment ownership of such means of communication and trans- 
portation. ; 

' h—We demand the election of president, vice-president, 
and United States senators by a direct vote of the people. 

8. That we urge united action of all progressiv organiza- 
tions in attending the conference called for Feb. 22, 1892, by 
six of the leading reform organizations. 

4. That a national central committee be appointed by this 
conference, to be composed of a chairman, to be elected by 
this body, and of three members from each state represented, 
to be named by each state delegation. 

5. That this central committee shall represent this body, 
attend the national conference on Feb. 22, 1892, and, if pos- 
sible, unite with that and all other reform organizations there 
assembled. If no satisfactory arrangement can be effected 
this committee shall call a national convention not later than 
June 1, 1892, for the purpose of nominating candidates for 
president and vice-president. 

6. That the members of the central committee for each 
state where there is no independent political organization 
conduct an activ system of political agitation in their re- 
gpectiv states. 


The committee also reported distinct from the 
platform these resolutions: i 


Resolved, That the question of universal suffrage be recom- 
mended to the favorable consideration of the various states 
and territories. 

Resolved, That while the party in power in 1869 pledged 
the faith of the nation to pay a debt iu coin that had been 
contracted on a depreciated currency basis and payable in 
currency, thus adding nearly $1,000,000,000 to the burdens 
of the people, which meant gold for the bondholders and 
depreciated currency for the soldier; and holding that the 
men who imperiled their lives to save the life of a nation 
should hav been paid in money as good as that paid to the 
bondholder, we demand the issue of legal tender treasury 
notes in sufficient amount to make the pay of the soldiers 
equal to par with coin, or such other legislation as shall do 
equal and exact justice to the Union soldiers of this country. 

Resolved, That as eight hours constitute a legal day's work 
for government employees in mechanical departments, we 
believe this principle should be further extended so as to 
apply to all corporations employing labor in the different 
states of the Union. ; 

Resolved, That this conference condemns in unmeasured 
terms the action of the directors of the World’s Columbian 
Exposition on May 19th in refusing the minimum of wages 
asked for by the labor organizations of Chicago. 

Resolved, That the attorney-general of the United States 
should make immediate provision to submit the act of March 
2, 1889, providing for the opening of Oklahoma to homestead 
settlement, to the United States Supreme Court, so that the 
expensiv and dilatory litigation now pending there be ended. 


The meeting called for General Weaver, of Iowa, 
who made a significant speech. He said: “We hav 
reached a period for action. I thank God that after 
fifteen years of talk the time has come for us to 
make the far fly from one end of the land to the 
other. I want to say that the battle for free institu- 
tions aud the liberties of this psople will be waged 
in 1892 between the candidates whom you name and 
those whom the cohorts of Wall street nominate. 
Now, the Republican party is practically out of the 
fight in 1892, They were left in a forlorn condition 
last November. The only part they can play next 
year is to act as the miners and sappers of the other 
party. ^ 
* Mind, now, what I say, Mr. Oleveland, when he 
wrote his anti-silver letter, did it deliberately, as I 
happen to know, He did it against the protests of 
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many of his friends. It had this effect, to consoli- 
date the money power in his support. The plutoc- 
racy in 1892-4 will mike the battle under his leader- 
ship. They are playing a shrewd game. The great 
port te be done is that of organization and prepara- 
ion.“ 

Before taking a vote there was another great fuss 
over Prohibition. A California delegate moved to 
put in a plank condemning the liquor traffic. 

The report of the committee on resolutions was 
then divided. The platform proper was adopted 
unanimously with a lot more enthusiasm, and the 

. resolutions also submitted went through with prac- 
tical unanimity. 

Senator Peffer then yielded the chair to General 
Weaver, and the last hour was spent in making up 
the national campaign committee. Taubenek, of 
Illinois, one of the “big three," who stood out so 

long in the senatorial contest in the Illinois legisla- 
ture, was made cliairman of the national committee. 

Another big mass meeting was held to-night at 
Musie Hall, at which Ignatius Donnelly was the 
principal speaker. Some cf the delegates went over 
to Covington to cee the Alliance state convention 
run against Brown for governor. 

The enthusiastic people who went crazy for two 
hours this afternoon are already talking about their 
candidate for president, and there is really quite a 
jealous feeling between the friends of Ignatius Don- 
nelly and General Weaver, who want to see their 
leaders go to the White House in 1893. 

— — 
The Episcopal Clerical Labor Market. 
From the Recorder. 

It has been said that when a new town is started 
in the Far West, when the prairie has been staked for 
miles into avenuer, boulevards, and streets that are 
to be, the location of the eity hall and the stately 
public buildings that are also to be hav been decided 
upon, and the whole duly transferred to paper for 
the benefit of the Eastern investor, the next concern 
of the enterprising eitizens of the to-be eity is to 
secure the establishment on & firm basis of a saloon, 
a faro-bank, and a church. These are, of course, 
necessary institutions, and are designed to attract 
all soris and conditions of men to the embryo me- 
tropolis to boom it into prosperity. Probably East- 
ern people think this is a joke at the expense of the 
enterprising West, although few would doubt the 
faro-bank and saloon part of the story. But here is 

an advertisment, couched in the glowing, exuberant 
diction of the Western town-lot boomer, which re- 
cently appeared in the Churchman, the leading 
Episcopal newspaper in the United Stater, and the 
organ of the ehureh in this city : 
RECTOR WANTED for a Mission recently established at 
Oak Cliff, which is a beautiful suburb of Dallas, Tex., 
and contains now & population of 6,000, living in elegant 
residences. A reliable subscription list of $900 has just been 
made, to which some $200 or more is likely to be added at 
once. The Sunday-school is flourishing, and has already de- 
veloped a large class for confirmation. An activ clergyman 
‘could soon raise the mission into a parish, as the population 
` is likely to be doubled within a year or 80, and by a similar 
class of. residents. The people there and at Dallas are cosg- 


mopolitan, many being from the North and West. Ad- 
dress, etc. f 


This paper publishes every week a column of ad- 
vertisments of clerical situations wanted and vacant, 
of rectors and curates wanted, and clergymen of 
different degrees wanting employment. The adver- 
tisments often afford very interesting reading in 
themselvs, while their existence in such numbers is 
a fact full of suggestion. It is not generally sup- 
posed that clergymen are subject to the same condi- 
tions in the struggle to obtain the means of subsist- 
ence that ordinary workers in other walks of life 
are; that there is a clerical labor market, and that 
the employment of ministers of the gospel is subject 
to fluctuations of supply and demand as is that of 
the ordinary artisan or professional man. There is 
something peculiar about the calling of a clergyman 
supposed tō be essentially a calling —and the 
ides seems incongruous. Yet such is the case with 
respect to some denominations, and particularly the 
Episcopalian. It is unfortunately a fect, too, that 
-the supply is usually very much in excess of the de- 
mand. Here are some advertisments from the 
Churchman: 

A CLERGYMAN IN DEACON’S ORDERS desires work 

* in city or country; sound churchman, unmarried, 
young, good worker. musical. 

ASSISTANT PRIEST, unmarried, in city parish; salary, 

$800 per annum ; applicant must be competent to super- 
intend large Sunday-school, and to undertake arduous work. 
A YOUNG PRIEST desires a parish ;.churchman, me- 

dium; salary good. Address B." 

WANTED-—A rector for a parish in New York state, 
diocese of Albany; guaranteed income, $800 per 
annum. 
BE RECTOR of a flourishing parish in a Western dio- 
cese desires a parish in the East, one on the Atlantic 
coást preferred; good-reader and preacher, and ready ex- 
temporaneous speaker; the very best of references: sound 
prayerbook churchman. . 

Some interesting contrasts are often afforded. A 
clergyman is wanted “to take charge of a mission in 
the tenement region, Must possesa the power of 


continuous hard work. Salary, if married, $1,800,” 


The advertisment immediately following says there 
is “Wanted, a rector, in May next, for a parish on 
the hills in Western New England. Situation high, 
summers cool. Work light—one service Sunday. 
Resident lay reader. Rectory. with stable and good 
garden.” Here is food for refisetion. Contrast the 
position of the clergyman at “ continuous hard work” 
in the wretched, dirty, health-destroying tenement 
region during the sweltering daya of summer with 
that of his brother laborer in the Master’s vineyard 
up among the New England hills where the summers 
are cool, with but one service on Sunday and the 
delights suggested by “a stable and good garden.” 
The balancing compensation in making choice be- 
tween the two must be in the sweet satisfaction of 
duty well done, and more so in the self-sacrificing 
love of humanity that makes a privilege of toil and a 
paradise of s region worse than the desert. 

The qualifications possessed or desired are fully 
stated in the advertisments. One advertiser says he 
is a "sound prayer-book churchman,” another is a 
“medium churchman,” while another holds moder- 
ate views." For a parish in a poor city district a 
clergyman of “moderate views and a popular 
speaker” is wanted. The salaries offered range from 
$800 to $1,800 a year. 

The Methodist church provides pastorates or 
other clerical situations for all the clergymen in its 
fold, and the churches are compelled to take what- 
ever minister the bishops appoint. In the Episco- 
pal church the student learns the business and must 
then take his chance of obtaining a job. When a 
vacancy occurs in & parish the bishop of the diocese 
is usually asked to supply a minister, but the church 
is not bound to accept whatever is offered. The 
vestry makes the selection and very often advertises 
its wants, carefully examining references and appli- 
cants until if secures the right man. There are two 
degrees of clergymen—deacons and priests. The 
former are Only qualified to hold certain positions in 
the ministry, so that sll positions advertised are not 
open to ali clergymen. 

The condition of the Episcopal clerical labor mar- 
ket is at present far from bright and is generally 
unsatisfactory. The market is sadly overcrowded. 
A short time sgo the Churchman said editorially 
that the extraordinary number of 662 out of 4163, 
or something over 15 per cent of the whole number 
of the clergy, do not appear to be engaged in any 
sort of regular clerical work.” It further stated 
that “in the three months ending Dae. 1, 1890, 401 
clergymen of the church of the United States, or 
very nearly 10 per cent of the whole number, changed 
their post-office address. This means more than the 
existencé of an unemployed clergy; it means the 
existence of a migratory clergy—a clergy migratory, 
not of purpose, like the Methodist itinerancy, for the 
church professes to believe in settled ministries ; nor 
migratory from cho‘ce, as many a heartbreak goes to 
prove, but migratory because nothing but continual 
migration at the rate of 20 per cent is possible.” 
Only recently, too, the archbishop of New York 
wrote publicly in the Churchman warning the un- 
employed clergy that he could find places for none 
of them here. He said he was impelled to this by 
sorrowful considerations of the false hopes he was 
continually compelled to disappoint. 

A great number of regularly ordained clergymen 
find employment as private tutors, as teachers in 
private schools, and in a variety of callings in some 
way akin to their own. All the leading book pub. 
lishers in this city hav the names of fifteen or twenty 
or more clergymen on their list of canvassers, and 
these men find occasional employment in pusbing 
tha sales of religious and educational books. There 
is no guarantee of permanency of employment to the 
clergymen, snd it frequently happens that when a 
man has grown old and worn in the service of the 
church he finds himself without a situation and with- 
out resources. There is a fund for aged and indi 
gent ministers, but it is not a pleasant prop to lean 
on. There is a saying among the clergy that the 
dead line is passed at fifty years of age,” a recogni- 
tion of the fact that very often a clergyman must 
look to other chances for support than the work he 
has spent his life in. The Churchman has even sug- 
gested that it would be a good idea for clergymen to 
learn some other profession. It rather ambiguously 
adds, “or some honest handicraft,” which leaves 
room for several inferences as to its meaning. 

Not only is the supply of nativ talent far in excess 
of the demand, but the clergy hav also to compete 
with cheap foreign labor imported into the country. 
This is a novel side of the immigration question. 
The clergymen complain, and do it in print, that 
Bishop Talbot, when he wants to find missionaries for 
his jurisdictions of Idaho and Wyoming, does not 
seek them among the clergy of the American church, 
but imports scripture readers from Ireland. They 
want to know what if means. 

One thing the entire showing proves. It is that 
the field of ministerial effort is crowded. It throws 
a strange light on the “calling” of a minister, and 
would seem to mean that what many clergymen took 
for a call" was really some other noise. It would 
also seem to point to the advisability of an earnest 


young man’s curbing his impatience to enter the 
church until he hears an unmistakable call to un- 
derteke the work. 


— 
The Noble Red Man in Mendocino County, Cal. 
i George Macdonald in Freethought. 

To return to Ukiah, the features most likely ío 
attract the attention of the stranger are those of tke 
Indians and squaws who loaf about the corners cf 
the streeta. The Indian isa delinquent subscriber 
to tha civilization of the present day. Poco tiempo, 
which means time enough, or by and by, or some 
other day, is a good enough motto for him. He 
don't enjoy work; he is tired before he begins, and 
the great powers cf endurance which historians 
ascribe to him are shown most in his ability to do 
nothing for a long time without getting enough of it. 
A few days of Jabor makes life a burden to him, and 
he demands and takes a big rest.” The Indian has 
no trouble with the trades unions. The state tramp 
law specially exempts him from its operation. One 
Chinaman in fair health will outwork a large tribe of 
these aborigines, and for that reason the red man 
cherishes à deep arimosity toward the “no good 
Indian,” as he calls his Asiatic brother. The Indian 
takes readily to whisky, gambling, and the Roman 
Catholic religion. He is somewhat vain, and when 
he gets a little money he spends the heft of it for 
personal adornment. His next investment is fire- 
water. Then he falls to gambling and plays until he 
has lost the last article of wearing apparel he can 
use for an ante and has nothing left but his jag. 
The women, or mahalas, are competent beggars, and 
may be seen in the early morning hours beating 
about town for & breskfsst. Their reputation for 
unchastity is good. They do some washing for 
white people, though I understand they hav not 
much use for it themselvs. About the rancheries 
the men and women lie upon their faces in the sun 
or play a rubber—perhaps an Indian rubber—at 
cards with the ground for a table. The Catholic 
church has caught on to the poor red man, and a 
white cross surmounts one of the wickyups at the 
little rancherie in Ukiah. A sister from the local 
convent conducts a kind of parochial school here, 
drawing pay therefor from the general government. 
The medicin man of the tribe is Squealing Charlie, 
who makes money enough at his voodoo practice to 
keep himself at a comfortable stage of intoxication 
a large part of the time. Occasionally some rebel- 
lious subject chops him into s etate of insensibility 
with a hatchet, and he has to be carried to the 
white man’s hospital for treatment. Not long ago 
he was 80 cut up in this manner that the doctors 
needed asewing machine, almost, to repair the rents in 
him. Barring these incidents, the life of Squesling 


| Charlie is easy if not luxurious. 


The nomadic and renegade Indians travel back 
and forth between the Ukieh rancheries and the 
Round Valley reservation, eighty or ninety miles dis- 
tant. When they want liberty they go to Ukiah ; for 
rations they go back to Round Valley. The Catholie 
teachers, who conduct schools at each end of the 
route, count their copper-colored pupils at both 
places, and get a per capita appropriation for sock- 
ing them full of catechism. Some of the more 
advanced pupils are able to tell what is the chief end 
of man, but it is said that over their moral natures 
the church has less influence than the jail. i 

— . ü4mĩꝑ. 
Brotherhood of Moralists. 


t, a bee of the Brotherhood of Morale 
Repor 4% at Hannibah Moa Tor the month ending Bay 10, 1891, 
BEORETARY'8 REPORT. 

Owing to the illness of the secretary and a delay in print- 
ing constitutions the enrolment this month falls below the 
average. 

Nine membership certificates hav been issued. The new 
members are from Illinois, California, Wisconsin, New York, 
and Iowa. The total enrolment is 1422. We are under 
obligations to Brother M. H. Cone. of Kansas, and Sister 
Ella E. Gibson, editor of the Moralist, for Liberal papers. 
We hav received many encouraging letters, and the outlook 
is favorable, notwithstanding the opposition of certain big- 
oted Liberals who imagin that those who do not believe as 
they believe hav no right to organize. F. H. Rav, Bec. 

TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Balance last report . . . n . . . . . . POE 20 
J. M. Peck, Sr., Iowa, L. A. Thornton, Alabama, 

each 51. E . . . . . . . . . ( 2 00 

D. Molitor, Tennessee. . . . ... .... . . . . . . . . .. .ͥ 3 00 

W. S. Galloway, New Tork. . . .... . . .. . . . . ... . . . 25 

$59 45 
Mailing constitutions: 97 5 5 e $ E m 

becription to Freethought.............. . . 

eiit: d Secular Thought... .... 1 00 
Electrotypes and printing. . .. . . . 12 00 
Folding and listing. . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . 1 50 
Express charges... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ͥ ; 60 

Total. . . . . . . . . $18 65 18 65 

Balance .. . . . . . . . $40 80 


A. R. Ayres, Treasurer, 
— — 2 — 


TzroLocy allays the dread that generally arises 
from the feeling of being in the dark, though no 
doubt she creates much of the terror she gets the 


oredit of allaying.—F. Wilson. 


— — — 
Sunn for catalog of our publications, Sent free 
on application. 
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Our readers will every one be glad to know that 
work upon the book of the Bible Pictures which hav 
been published in Taz Truru SEK RR will be pursued 
activly this summer and the volume brought out 
early in the fall. 

If Mr. John Peck's health will permit—and it 
probably will—he will assist in preparing a good por- 
tion of the reading to accompany each picture. The 
volume will contain between two and three hundred 
pictures, and will be sold for one dollar. It will be 
the greatest book of Bible stories ever printed. 
Orders will be thankfully taken at any time and filled 
at the earliest moment the book leaves the press. . 

Se — — 

The Unsubstantial Basis of Christianity. 

Referring to the statements regarding the anonym- 
ity and consequent historical worthlessness of 
the gospels, a correspondent desires fuller informa- 
tion than we could giv in the article on the alleged 
resurrection of Jesus. We hav been over this 
ground a great many times, but sre not unwilling to 
again traverse it, for the reason that when it is fully 
comprehended and its logical significance understood 
and admitted Rationalism need go-no further for 
evidence that the Christian religious scheme is 
wholly untrue. 

And if, then, the miracles are false; if Jesus was 
not born of a divine father; if he was no more than 
aman, dying as any other convicted man dies, and 
remaining dead so far as any earthly person knows 
—if these things are so, then there is no so. called 
“ salvation,” and the preaching of all the preachers 
is vain. And that these things are not so—providing 
of course that Jesus ever lived—is only evidenced 
by the gospels. Destroy the evidence of the gos- 
pels and you destroy the whole seheme. This has 
indeed been done, not by Infidels but by Christiane, 
and yet ao fatuous is the blind faith of the people, 
30 deep their ignorance of this thing, and so pow- 
erful the business interests of the leaders of the 
church, that few know it, and still fewer comprehend 
its far-reaching meaning. Notwithstanding that the 
entire Rationalistic theological scholarship of Ger- 
many—which includes a large proportion of the 
scholarship of the country—and the Liberal Chris- 
tian scholarship of England, France, and the United 
States, hav united in pronouncing upon its anonym- 
ity and consequent historical worthlessness—as 
well as inherent untruthfulness—the vastly greater 
part of the church-going and non-church-going people 
still imagin that the Bible is what their little Meth- 
odist or Congregational or Presbyterian ministers 
say it is. They think that Paul wrote fourteen of 
the epistles of the New Testament; that Matthew 
wrote the gospel bearing his name; that Mark wrote 
his; that Luke wrote his as well as the Acts; that 
John wrote five books, Peter two, and James and 

_Jude one each. They imagin that these books were 
all written within a few years after the death of 
Ohrist, and that they were received as authentic in 


the apostolic age, and hav ever since been so received 
by the church. They imagin that the writers agree 
in fact and theory and doctrin; that Paul corrobo- 
rates Christ, and that Ohrist prophesied what Paul 


should teach. 


- Yet there is, after all these centuries of false þe- 
lief, and church councils, and voting on books, and 
meking confessions of faith, and dogmatizing upon 
The errors 
consist in: 1 The ascribed authorship ; 2. The date 
of writing ; 3. The reception of the manuscripts in 
apostolic times ; 4. Their recognition and reception 
by the Ohristian church ; 5. Their harmony and con- 
currence of view of Christ; 6. In the unity of doc- 
trin taught by Peter and Paul and by Christ himself, 
ag recorded in the eponolicel epistles and the 


the subject, not a word of truth in it. 


gospels. 
1. To begin with the Pauline documents. 


of Paul's epistles are fraudulent. 


written by Paul. 


they add at once, and certainly, “that to the He 
brews, which does not bear his name at all, and, 
therefore, does not even profess to hav come from 
his hand.” These distinguished theologians agree 
with Dr. Davidson in doubting the genuinness of 
the letters to the Ephesians and Colossians, and cast 
the same suspicion “perhaps on the first, but cer- 
tainly on the second, of the epistles to the Thessalo. 
nians.” 


Bauer doubts also that Paul wrote 1 and 2 Corinthi. 
ans and Galatians. Dr. Westcott is one with the 
three German professors in excluding the epistle to 
the Hebrews, and Kitto's Oyclopedia says that while 
it appears as part of the canonical scriptures, and as 
the work of Paul, “for neither of these assumptions 
is the evidence allowed on all hands to be conclu- 
eiv.” In Marcion’s compilation of the gospels, a.p 


145, he left out the two epistles to Timothy, the one 
Giving all 


to Titus, and the one to the Hebrews. 
this evidence its due weight, therefore, it may be 
considered certain that only ten of Paul’s epistles 
sre genuip, with a doubt of six others, one of which 
(2 Thessalonians) these eminent Protestant biblical 
scholars pronounce undoubtedly spurious. Some 
German critics hold that only four of Paul's “ docu- 
ments” can be safely accepted as genuin. At the 
most, however, he can only be given credit for ten ; 
and Paul, bear in mind, is the best—in fact, almost 
the only authenticated writer of scriptures. 

As to Matthew, the probability is that the gospel 
according to Matthew was the gospel according to 
the Hebrews with Matthews name forged to it. 
Papias (a.D. 150) spoke of the Hebrew gospels, and 
Epiphanius and Jerome (a ». 403 and 420) say it was 
the same. Dr. Davidson pronounces with certainty 
and emphasis against Mstthew's authorship of it. 
Drs. Oort, Hooykaas, and Kuenen say that Matthew 
did not write the book of Matthew, and that it is of 
more recent date than their headings would lead us 
to suppose. That Matthew wrote the historical part 
of the book is also denied by nearly all the German 
critics, who will only allow that he may hav written 
down some of the sayings of Jesus, which were after. 
ward made the basis for a historical narrativ by a 
Greek translator. Schleiermacher, Schneckenberger, 
Lachmann, and others are cited in Kitto as holding 
this opinion. The critics all agree that Matthew 
never wrote the gospel that we hav bearing his 
name. 

Neither do we know the author of the gospel of 
Mark. In his “Introduction to the New. Testa- 
ment,” Professor Davidson announces this as an 
indisputable fact. Hetis supported in this opinion 
by the authors of “The Bible for Learners,” Drs. 
Oort, Hooykaas, Kuenen ; by Oredner, Westcott, 
Strauss, and others. In Eusebius’s “ Ecclesiastical 
H story” there is a paragraph which says that 
Papias says that John the Presbyter says that Mark 
was the secretary of Peter. According. to this, 
Peter told Mark what Jesus said, and Mark wrote 
it down, making his gospel. 


It is 
now admitted by competent scholars that a portion 
Dr. Davidson, s 
Protestant of great learning and high repute, give 
up Paul's epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians, 
and declares also that the epistle to Titus, and the 
first and seeond epistles to Timothy, were not 
Drs. Oort, Hooykaas, and Kuenen 
say that these two letters to Timothy and the one to 
Titus “were certainly composed long after the death 
of Paul.” And to the fraudulent Pauline epistles 


Further, Professor Davidson inclines to 
agree with Professors Evanson and Bauer, who ques- 
tion the genuinness of Romans; and Professor 


The only testimony to | 


the authenticity of Mark we hav, therefore, is that 
Eusebius said thst Papias said that John the Pres- 
byter said that Mark wrote down what Peter said 
that Jesus said. And Kitto’s Cyelopedia, which is, 
perhaps, the ablest special pleader for the New Tes- 
tament the Christians hav, acknowledges, on the 
strength of the passage in Eusebius, that Mark did 
his work disjointedly and incompletely. This ig all 
the authority we hav for Mark, and the enlightened 
common sense of the world, since it bacame ac- 
quainted with Eusebius and his brethren of the. 
church, has decided it to be insufficient. 

And poor Dr. Luke is a myth also. He wrote 
neither the gospel which bears his name, nor the 
Acts of the Apostles, which is ascribed to him. The 
same mass of critical testimony against Matthew 
and Mark is a unit against Luke. And we may as 
well include the gospel of John in this, for of the 
Johannine suthorship of that gospel Davidson says: 
It “has receded before the tide of modern criticism ; 
and though this tide is arbitrary at times, it is here 
irresistible. No certain trace of existence of the 
fourth gospel can be found till after Justin Martyr, 
4.e., till after the middle of the second century.” At 
that time the Apostle John had been gathered to his 
fathers and the dust of decades had obliterated his 
grave. The gospel of Luke, of John, and the Acts 
of the Apostles were written by men who never saw 
Jesus nor his apostles, nor the preacher Paul. 
Kuenen and his colaborers considered the Acts to 
hav been written by some one who revered the 
memory of Paul, but did not understand his doctrins ; 
a “heathen Obristian” who tried to conceal the dis- 
putes, differences of opinion, and squabbles that 
existed in the early church. He maimed and falsified 
history, say they. The ascription to John of the 
book of Revelation rests upon loose foundations, or 
upon none at all, says Kuenen. There is no more 
reason to believe he wrote the gospel of John, the 
three letters credited to him, and the Apocalypse, 
than there is to believe the story that he lay down 
while alive in his grave, where the ground still gently 
heaves in response to his breathing, and where he 
still “awaits the coming of his Lord." The epistles 
of James and Jude, supposed to hav been brothers 
of Jesus, are, like the others, compositions of some 
one other than the accredited authors. The same 
testimony that we hav cited against the authenticity 
of the gospels is equally strongly directed against 
these. 

It is absurd, also, to dogmatically say that Peter 
wrote two epistles. In fact. the doubt that he wrote 
even one is very strong. Kuenen, the professor of 
theology at Leiden, and one of the foremost theo- 
logical historians in the world, says that Peter did 
not write either epistle bearing his name. Westcott 
one-half agrees with this, for he says that nothing 
was heard of the second epistle till the year 170 a p. 
At that time, like Apostle John, Peter lived only in 
mythology. Dr. Davidson, with Dre. Kuenen, Oort, 
and Hooykaas, is certain that Peter did not write the 
first epistle; and of the second, he says: “Internal 
considerations go far to disprove its authenticity, 
and, with the external evidence, are very strong.” 

So much for the authorship of the New Testament 
documents. As to their date: 

2. There is no Obristian scholar whose reputation 
extends beyond his personal acquaintances who will, 
for s moment, contend thet the four gospels were 
written in the first century. In “Supernatural Re- 
ligion,” which is as scholarly and capable an author- 
ity as any, the writer says that none of the gospels 
was known for one hundred and fifty years after the 
events it pretends to recount—that is, before A. p. 
180. Dz. Davidson, who, by the way, is a Christian 
orofessor, places Matthew at 118-19, Mark at 120, 
Luke at 119-20, and John at 150 av. But these 
dates are too early. Others, and as competent histo- 
risus, place Matthew at 180, Mark at 175, Luke at 
170, and John at 178. Like Dividson's estimate, 
these dates sre approximate. Dr. Davidson puts 
Acts at 125; Titus and 1 and 2 Timothy at 120 to 
140, John’s epistles at 130, and 2 Peter at 170. This 
leaves but a few unimportant letters which can 
properly be dated in the first century, and these, with 
the exception of some of Paul’s, were written by no 
one knows whom. To say that the New Testament 
documents came into existence before the close of 
the first century is a falsehood, proceeding from 
ignorance or dishonesty. 

3 and 4. The gospels and epistles were not re- 
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ceived as authentic nor as authoritativ in the apostolic 
age. In the age of the apostles themselvs the gos- 
pels were not known. In the age of the apostolie 
fathers there were scores and scores of “ gospels” 
and “scriptures” which were considered as authen- 
tic and as authoritativ as those now in the Christian 
. canon. And many of our present canonical books 
were not received at all, but were kicked about as 
writings of uninspired and commonplace people. In 
fact, it was not until A. D. 170 that any of the books 
-were called sacred. Westcott says that for a cent- 
ury and a quarter after the death of Jesus the Old 
Testament was considered to be more authoritativ 
than the New, and others place the date of the 
‘change of sentiment much later. When Paul referred 
to the “holy scriptures” he meant the Old Testa- 
ment, says Westcott ; and Davidson confirms this by 
saying that wherever the early Christian fathers 
used the phrase it is written,” or the word “ geript- 
ure,” they had exclusivly in mind the Old Testa- 
ment. When the Obristian canon was forming there 
were in circulation some forty gospels, and a much 
greater number of acts, epistles, and revelations. 
Origen says that very many were written, and when 
the fathers began to form canons they each adopted 
what books they liked. Instead, therefore, of having 
a New Testament, which they all agreed was authen- 
tic and authoritativ, the early Christians had dozens 
of them which had no authority for any one 
but the compilers. The early Christians were split 
into sects, and they had their heresies and heretics 
just as they hav now. No two sects used the same 
books. The first collection of New Testament docu- 
ments was not considered iuspired by its compiler 
(Marcion, about 4 n. 145), and he did not include a 
number of books now in the canon. He had a “ gos- 
pel” of his own, which was identical with about 
three-fourths of Luke, and it is probable that Luke's 
gospel was made up from his. When Ireneus made 
up his canon he ignored many of the books now 
` found in our canon. The ancient Syriac Christians 
omitted several books now in the New Testament. 


So did the Bible of the early African church. The 


canon of the early Abyssinian church was different 
from ours. The Thebaic and the Memphitic ver- 
sions lefi out Revelations. Origen considered the 
authenticity and authoritativness of some of our ca- 
nonical books extremely doubtful. Eusebius did not 
recognize as authentic all of our scriptures. Oyril, 
bishop of Jerusalem, did not accept Revelation. 
The council cf Laodicea also omitted this book from 
its canon. So did the majority of Christian fathers 
as late as 365 A. D. St. Chrysostom left out five of 
our canonical documents. Theodore of Mosuestia 
rejected six. The Sinaitic, Vatican, and Alexandrine 
manuscripts do not agree. The Clermont Codex, a 
Latin list of the books read in the African church in 

- the third century, does not include all the books now 
considered sacred. The Apostolic Constitutions (a 
collection of rules, mainly for the guidance of the 
clergy, dating from the fifth century) omit eight of 
our present New Testament documents. The coun- 
cil of Trent (1546) adopted the canon of the Catholic 
Bible; the Westminster Assembly (1647) adopted 
the list of the Protestant Bible. The various coun- 
cils held previously adopted sometimes one canon 
and sometimes ancther. The statement that the 
books of the New Testament were received and gec- 
ognized as authentic and authoritativ in the apostolic 
age, and hav ever since been so received and recog- 
nized by the Christian church,” is a gigantic falsifica- 
tion of history. 

5 and 6. The concurrence of view of Obrist alleged 
to be found in the gospels is one of those mental de- 
lusions which our often to men desirous of making 
people believe that which is not true in order to keep 
fat positions of profit and power. The gospels, the 
historical part of the New Testament, contradict 
each other as to facts, and the doctrins of Peter and 
Paul are widely enough at variance to found upon 
one the Roman Catholic church and upon the other 
the equally huge system of imposture called the 
Protestant church. The gospel of John is so differ- 
ent from the other three that Kuenen throws it aside 
as valueless for historical purposes, and approves 
what Drs. Oort and Hooykaas say of the other three: 
“Tn the synoptic gospels we find certain narrativs 
which refer to Jesus in appearance only, and really 
rose in the apostolic communities in consequence of 
the division in their midst. . . More than once 
we encounter narrative that cannot possibly be un- 


derstood in connection with the life of Jesus. ; 
When we place Matthew, Mark, and Luke side by 
side 
evangelists, from the very fact of their going to work 
80 artlessly and simply, and introducing most of their 
alterations without exactly intending it, emend and 
refute themselvs." That is a pretty and gentle 
mantle to throw over the sins of the writers of the 
three gospels, but can it be stretched to cover the 
alterations in the traditions which they did intend to 
make? 


we are surprised to find that the 


But if in the gospels there is no harmony, much 
less can it be found in the teachings and doctrins of 
Peter and Paul, or between the doctrins of those two 
gentlemen and the doctrins of Jesus. Keeler has 
stated the facts succinctly: “The contest between 
Peter and Paul raged fiercely in the early days im- 
mediately following Jesus, and each was vigorously 
supported by factions. The doctrins which Protest- 
ant clergymen preach so much—predestination, fore- 
ordination, sanctification, and similar ones—are Paul- 
isms, Jesus never having taught them. Paul was 
ihe apostle of uncircumcision and of the gentiles; 
Peter, of circumcision and of the Jews. Paul wished 
to ‘carry Ohrist' to the gentiles and still allow them 
to be gentiles. Peter said if they became Christians 
they must also become Jews, be circumcised, and do 
as the Jews did in the ceremonial. In those days 
Paul was not recognized as a lawful teacher of Chris- 
tianity, nor was he for more than a Hundred years. 
In these days, if Peter should come back to earth 
and advocate circumcision, the strangulation of bul- 
locks, and the strict observance of the Jewish cere- 
monial, he would not be permitted to preach in any 
Ohristian church, Catholic or Protestant. Paul said 
if anyone, even an angel from heaven, preached any 
other gospel than he did, that person should be ac- 
cursed. He claimed authority as an apostle equal to 
that of the apostles at Jerusalem. But they had 
been appointed by the master in person, or eleven of 
them had been, and they had elected a twelfth to fill 
the place of Judas, Peter superintending the process, 
while Paul had appointed himself; and for him to 
claim to be their equal was something to which they 
could not submit. Paul asked, ‘Am I not an apos- 
tle? and the others said he was not. Revelation (a 
Johannine and therefore an anti-Pauline work) says, 
referring to Paul, ‘And thou hast tried them which 
say they are apostles and are not, and hast found 
them liars.’ Paul claimed that he and his followers 
were still Jews, even if they did not practice circum- 
cision, but Peter and his friends denied it, and Rev- 
elation, again thrusting at Paul, says, ‘I know the 
blasphemy of them which say they are Jews and are 
not, but are of the synagog of Satan; and ‘then of 


‘the synagog of Satan, which say they are Jews, and 


are not, but do lie’ Paul conceded that he had 
caught some of his followers by being crafty and us- 
ing guile, but he thought that if he had misrepre- 
sented as to his apostolic authority, since good had 
come of it, no harm had been done. 

“< For if the truth of God hath more abounded through 
my lie unto his glory, why yet am I also judged as a sinner?’ 

* Paul's early spirit as a persecutor appears when 
he wishes that those anti-Paulines who troubled the 
Galatians were cut off. He once met Peter in An- 
tioch, and an open conflict occurred. The Ebionites, 
one of the most powerful of the early sects, rejected 
Paul, and said he was an apostate from the law. The 
Clementine Homilies attack him bitterly under the 
name of Simon Magus. They reject his epistles en- 
tirely. Justin Martyr rejected him and scarcely 
deigned to notice his writings. Hegesippus would 
not use his epistles, and said, substantially, that he 
had falsified scripture. The Paulines, on the other 
hand, rejected the epistle to the Hebrews—which 
Obristians now attribute to Paul—and they also re- 
jected Revelation. The followers of Valentinus were 
Paulines, as were those of Marcion; those of Basil- 
ides were Petrines. The Corinthians opposed St. 
John as well as Peter and Paul; the Simonians op- 
posed Peter; the Ophites rejected St. John and St. 
Paul. They were snake-worshipers, and claimed to 
hav derived their doctrins from James the brother 
of Jesus. Another sect, the Donatists, held that 
there were no virtuous people in the Christian church 
except such as belonged to their sect, and required 


all who joined them to be re-baptized. Jerome was 


bitterly hostil to Origen’s views, even accusing the 
latter, substantially, of heresy. Rufinus adopted 
Origen’s theories, and Jerome, who had been Ru- 


finus’s dearest friend, loaded him with the most 
terrible reproaches, until the quarrel became the 
scandal of the church in that time. It sounds 
strangely to hear persons in these days express a de- 
sire for.a ‘return to primitiv Christianity, when all 
was peace and love.’ There never was such a time.” 

Our correspondent can see therefore that the 
strongest evidence against the resurrection of Jesus 
is the fact that the works relating it are fanciful tales, 
written no one knows by whom, where, or when. 


‘And if this is the case how absurd, irrational, fool- 


ish, and falae to base a religion which must be be- 
lieved and supported upon pain of eternal damnation 
—literal burning in hellfre—upon such slight, or 
rather upon no, evidence. If the facts are as the 
Rationalists state, then the orthodox are all wrong. 
As without the Garden of Eden Calvary is wholly 
superfluous, so are all the church doctrins and preach- 
ing and prayers and faith unless the New Testament 
be an authentic and divine record of the life and acts 
of a being who really possesses the power to bless 
and condemn as set forth by our religious teachers. 
Aud another insurmountable hypothesis for the 
church is this: Supposing we havn’t any immortal 
souls for the Lord or the pope or the preachers to 


send to hell or heaven! 
— — —— — 


Editorial Notes. 


Mr. Wittram Davies, a friend who livs in the West Iu- 
dies, has been on a long tour of Europe. Before going he 
purchased a Pictorial Text- Book, and upon his return he 
writes: It may be interesting to you to learn that some 
friends of mine in London hav been so taken up with the 
copy of the ‘ Pictorial Text-Book’ that it is now making 
the rounds among them, and I had to come away without 
it.” . 


Tnx Minneapolis Journal of the 10th ultimo has this to 
say of Bishop Ireland’s recent visit to Washington to force 
cash from the government to support Roman Catholic Indian 
schools: It is very evident that among the burning ques- 
tions looming up for consideration and determination, in the 
not remote future, the deliberate and continuous violation of 
the Constitution by the United States government in using 
the public money for the support of sectarian schools is by 
no means the least. When a prominent ecclesiastic can go 
to Washington and bully and dictate to the interior depart- 
ment, touching the teachers in the schools of his denomina- 
tion, and hav more schools established for his sect and sup- 
ported by the government, it is time for the American peo- 
ple to awaken from their indifference and reflect upon the 
inevitable result. It matters not which sects are so main- 
tained by the government; the whole system should at once 
be abolished. The alliance between church and state in any 
form is abhorrent to the American mind; yet for years the 
government has been quietly cementing such alliance by the 
payment of from $300,000 to $600,000 a year to religious 
sectaries, who not only devote the schools taken on contract 
to dogmatic teaching, but convert the government schools 
into church nurseries, with all the varied paraphernalia of 
their sects flaunted in defiance of the law. Surely it is time 
to call a halt on this business. Already the sectaries are be- 
coming dictatorial and claim government support as their 
right. Away with the dangerous system! Away with it, 
and the sooner the better.” * . 


Tue Rev. Mr. Parkhurst of this city holds vigorous and 
heretical ideas. Last Sunday he spoke upon ‘‘ Dead Sea 
Fruit,” and in the course of his sermon he scored the church 
for her repression of new thought and general tendency to 
be on the wrong side. Some of the things he said were: 
The church has always fought new ideas, never subscribes 
toa discovery in science until it has to, always widens its 
conceptions grudgingly and sulkily, and when on the frontier 
between the known and the unknown it has always behaved 
as though it were scared. The man who has a new under- 
standing of a thing is always a hated man. No matter what 
his character may be, no matter how willing he might be to 
lay down his life for the truth, as he apprehends it, he is a 
feared and hated man. They always try to kill him. They 
doit as a part of their religious life. They think they are 
doing God’s service by Killing him as Saul thought when he 
chased the poor Christians up to Damascus. The history 
of orthodoxy shows that it has been happy in shedding the 
blood of heterodoxy. As civilization has advanced modes 
of burning alive hav been modified and assumed more es- 
thetic forms, but there is the same impulse back of it all. 
Take the entire country and there is not a tithe of the in- 
terest felt in the conversion of the world to Christ that there 
is in seeing what the church is about to do with a conspicu- 
ous doctrinal suspect. The church has no fondness for alter- 
ing what it is pleased to call its mind. It does not like to 
be bothered about the reasons for things. We are not say- 
ing that maliciousness is the secret of this, but it is an indu- 
bitable part of church history. When a recent vote was 
passed h our presbytery, indicating that one of our num- 
ber would hav a chance pretty soon to stand up in the eccle- 
siastical rack, the moment the vote had been declared I saw 
one of the oldest and one of the saintliest members of the 
presbytery smile with a smile that was well on toward six 
inches in length. He is a saint if there is one in our pres- 
bytery, but.there was the same apirit in that smile that was 
in the satisfied faces of the old inquisitors who used to roast 
heretics over slow fires and tickle their flesh with hot pincers. 
The church is steadily against the man who dares express 
original convictions, and takes what seems to it a holy satis- 
faction in seeing him squirm for it.” 
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Zetters from Friend. 


. Orange Orry, Ia., May 11, 1891. 
Mr. Erro: In your last issue I noticed a letter from Dr. 


C. W. McCormick, of Houston, Tex. I think his plan of a 
criminal census good, and if he has the time and is willing to 
do the work for $1,000, I am willing to open the subecription 
with $10, which I hereby pledge myself to send at any time 


the doctor notifies me that the rest is secured. I only think 
that the doctor under-estimates the cost of the undertaking. 
Respectfully, Dr. G. A. F. DE LEBSPINABSE. 


“Br. L Louis, Mo., May 18, 1891. 
Mr, Eprror: Inclosed you will please find $1 to keep up 
my subscription to the greatest Freethought journal afloat. 
As long as I possibly can spare a few cents it shall be with 
me. It is my Bible, and its contents cheer me up more in 
five minutes than the so-called inspired holy Bible of the 
Rev. John Wanamaker’s caliber would in five years. So 
success to you and the great Watson Heston. Keep on 

pushing the good work for Universal Mental Liberty. 
Fraternally yours, IGNAOE GLASER. 


New Onrxams, LA., May 8, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: Yours relating to ‘‘ Text-Book” is received. 
Thanks. Inclosed find fifty cents, for which send me by re- 
turn mail the TRUTH SkEkER ANNUAL AND FREETHINEKER'S 
ALMANAO, and the Truth Seeker Library's Age of Rea- 
son,” by Thomas Paine. Do not forget to send me my copy 
of ‘Infidels’ Death. beds, as soon as printed. Put me 
down as being opposed to closing the Chicago Fair on Sun- 
days, and for Robert G. Ingersoll as president of the United 

States. JOSEPH MAILLE. 


~ Waro, NEB., May 5, 1€91. 
Mr. Evrror: Please allow me to say to the truth seekers 
along the route which W. S. Bell is now traveling (Eastward 
from this plac2), that they would do well to secure his serv. 
ices for two or three lectures. He delivered two lectures at 
this place on his way East, and he set up some cold facts that 
will cauge much thinking and hav already caused much talk- 
ing. He has the pleasing art of illustrating by a comic story 
that forces a broad smile on the face of the most rigid Pres- 
byterian. He decapitates the Christian dogmas without in- 
flicting unnecessary pain. Tis a Bell that will ring out the 

old and ring in the new if kept tolling. H. Kucore. 


Harmony, Inp., May 11, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: How was it about that apple business, that 
the Gods cursed the world on account of it, and never 
thought of the remedy for four thousand years, and then 
brought it about ina way that disgusts thinking men and 
women ? 

I went to a certain church one night after 11 o’clock to see 
what was keeping my granddaughter. When I walked in 
you could just see the small taper on account of the dust or 
fog, and there stood a great big ghost that would weigh 
about two hundred and forty pounds avoirdupois—perhaps 
the same species of ghost that overshadowed a certain young 
Jewess nearly nineteen hundred years ago. There this ghost 
stood, grinning, raising hell, to get those poor sinners to 
heaven. . 

Hurrah for Heston and the pictures. 


Nzwazx, N. J., May 15, 1891. 

MR. Evrrok: I notice in your edition of the current week 
a cbaracteristic effusion that emanates from W. W. Morris,. 
of this city. His opening statement is thue, ‘‘The pope is 
tackling economics.” Would it not be better, Mr. Editor, 
if for once Brother Morris would follow Mr. Pecci'8 exam- 
ple? Like all of us, he has his hobby, i. e., abuse of that 
poor old Italian gentleman now residing at Rome—or, as 
Col, Elliott F. Shepherd would hav it, ‘‘Roma”—but in- 
‘stead of Liberals abusing potentates abroad, would it not be 
better to see to the little popes at home? The crying evil 
and the curse of humanity is contained in two capital G’s— 
i e., God and Government. And until both these ideas (for 
they are ideas only) are eradicated from the human brain, 
„ Universal Mental Liberty“ is utopian. Abuse, especially 
when accompanied with incorrect statements, is the worst 
weapon Freethinkers can hav. ` 

Moreover, we as Freethinkers hav a mission, that is this: 
We hav no hereafter and no crown of glory to offer our 
fellow-beings; it is necessary therefore to put something in 
place of these superstitions; that is, to strive for absolute 
freedom for man, woman, and child, and this can only be 
accomplished in its entirety by and through the philosophy 
of Anarchism. Fraternally, CHARLES B. Moors. 


JESSE MAURER. 


SPRIXGFIELD, Mo., May 14, 1891. 
Mr. Evrror: I received a letter the 11th inst. from Mr. J. 
E: Remsburg at Oak Mills, Kan., stating that on his way to 
Texas he would stop off and deliver us a lecture here in 
Springfield, Mo., provided we would procure a hall. To my 
surprise, I found the letter had been delayed thirty days at 
this office on account of not having my street number (306 
E. Comm. street) in the address. Therefore, failing to re. 
ceive his word in proper time, and knowing I was too late to 
further the matter, and at present not knowing Mr. Rems- 
burg’s whereabouts, I take the opportunity through your 
valuable paper to offer, with many of my Freethinking 
friends here, our sincere regret at missing this chance, hop- 
ing at some future time to be able to hav Mr. Remsburg or 
some other prominent lecturer to stir us up. 
My Pictorial Text-Book * is almost worn out through con- 
stant use. The Frisco railroad shops employ from eight to 
nine hundred men here, and the book was there two months 


among them taking the rounds, many taking it home and 


reading it through. It has converted several. Quite a pum- 


20th of this month. 
Christians to read Liberal literature. Mr. D. R. Cullen was 
distributing some in the Salvation Army when the captain 
got hold of an Jronclad Age and tore it to pieces and in. 
formed Mr. Cullen that they were not allowed to read any- 
thing excepting the War Cry and the Bible. But some of 


Ocean steamers and ships come into the harbor. 


through. The Union Pacific railroad is coming here. 
saw-mills are turning the forest into lumber, and more large 


three valuable pamphlets from the American Secular Union, 
which shall receive my utmost attention. Thanking them 
for the same, and wishing success to Watson Heston and 
others, J. L. THOMAS. 


Barre, Mass., May 17, 1891. 

Mr. Epıror: Please afford me sufficient space to ask your 
readers to take down their old Bibles and turn to Isa. 
xxxv, 8, and there read, The. wayfaring men, though 
foole, shall not err therein.” 

The clergy, in view of so many differing secte, each going 
to the same book for authority for their own special doctrin, 
hav undertaken to smooth over this slippery spot in their in- 
fallible word of God by. misquoting the assertion, usually 
rendering it, need not err therein, may not, or might not, as 
if to throw the blame on the poor wayfarer and exonerate 
God, who dictated such an ambiguous piece of folly that 
one thousand sects could arise from it, containing some sixty 
thousand contradictions in its sacred pages. 

Now, I ask you all to hold the Christians to their Bible 
shall not, never misquoting it after their pattern. Do not 
allow them to quote it, neither need not," “may not,” 
„might not,” but compel them to keep it in the imperativ 
form that men skal} not err therein. Do not allow them, 
without correction, to use the subjunctiv mood, as if in a 
contingency they might err; their infallible word says im- 
perativly, though fools, they skal’ not err therein, which 
proves that none of these sects do err, no matter how con- 
tradictory their creeds. Neither thé Catholics nor Protest- 
ants err, and so of all the other fighting denominations! 

A wonderful Look, this Bible! and a wonderful God, this 
maker of Bibles and worlds! Erra E. GIBSON. 


Porr AnarLes, Wasu., May 4, 291. 

M. Epiror: Find inclosed $10.50, for ‘which please send 
TRR Truro SEEkER to the following addresses, also the 
TRUTH SEREER ANNUAL, Bible Contradictions,” and Wash- 
burn's Was Jesus Insane?“ 

The churches are trying hard to win the people here. 
Some of the preachers say that it is right for church prop. 
erty to be taxed, and quote scripture to prove it. 

. About the 1st of March, when Mr. C. B. Reynolds was 
here, the preachers were all invited to attend the lectures 
and reply to him, but coward.like they failed to appear 


until after he had gone. Then they misrepresented him and 


Freethinkers in generalin their pulpits. Again, they were 
invited to come to the Secular Union hall and hear their ser- 
mons replied to, and also take part in the discussion, but 
they hav not done so yet. I will try to get some of them to 
meet Mr. Putnam when he comes. He will be here the 
We are getting a good many of the 


the Salvationists continue to read what we giv them. The 
captain asked me to read the Bible and be converted. I told 
him I had read it and thought I could quote as many pas- 
sages of scripture as he could. He said he did not doubt it, 
88 he did not claim to know anything about the Bible; had 
never read three verses in the Bible when.he commenced 
preaching. He said, A man don't hav to go to college to 
be a preacher in the Salvation Army, glory to God!” 

The town is growing fast. It has one of the best harbors 
in the state; is the nearest of any to the ocean. One large 
daily steamboat runs here, and several smaller ones also. 
This coun- 
try has remained unsettled on account of the dense growth 
of timber that covers it, fir trees from three feet to six feet 
in diameter and three hundred feet in hight and smaller ones 
so close together that it is impossible for a horse to go 
Two 


mills are soon to be built. There is an abundance of fish 
in the bay, and plenty of elk and deer eight or ten miles 
back in the mountains. All who wish any more information 
about Port Angeles can obtain it by writing to me. 

Yours for truth and justice, FrANK MORSE. 


CARTS VITE, O., May 1, 1891. 

"Mz. EpbrroR: It is almost enough to excite indignation in 
the most patient mind to witness the irrationgllsm and stu- 
pidity displayed by those who enjoy the advantages of living 
in an age of enlightenment and surrounded by all the pre- 
requisits adequate to the establishment of a high degree of 
Intelligence. 

For the past month, being at leisure, I hav occasionally 
visited the various gospel shops in our town, and hav heard 
in the stories discussed the various phases of Christian 
thought. I hav heard the experiences of both the unfledged 
convert and the fully developed theologian. I hav heard 
the sky-pilot dilate upon the importance of surrendering to 
Christ, and seen the convert, dethroned of his reason, fall be- 
fore the assumed mercy-seat. I hav met and conversed with 
men and women, who appeared to be intelligent upon other 
questions, that were so befogged in their religious frenzies 
as to be unable to reason upon that subject. And while this 
is lamentably true, it is not within the bounds of justice to 
lay the blame at the feet of the credulous dupes of a sim- 
guided judgment. If I hav any power to pity, it seems that 
Icould lavish it upon the poor victim of superstition. As 
Ingersoll has said, **I do not hate a man because he has the 
rheumatism, but I hate the rheumatism because it has the 
man." The subject of a diseased body often excites our 
pity, and so the subject of a diseased mind should creste 
within us feelings of pity rather than hatred. I am magnan- 


ber would like very much to hav a copy of it, but as times 
hav been rather dul] this winter and spring I hav at present 
been unable to secure any orders. I also received yesterday 


imous enough to believe that the masses of the church laity 
are sincere. Born and reared in the very atmosphere of 
Christian empiricism, having had their minds warped and 
distorted in the Sunday-achool and around the family altar 
before they were old enough to reason, having been taught 
that faith is superior to reason, that science is a deception 
and logic a snare, it is not strange that they should develop 
beliefs so strictly in accord with their environments. No, it 
is not the credulous, confiding people that are to blame. It 
is the educated hypocritical leeches who know better, and 
who liv off of the fears of their dupes, that arouse our indig- 
nation. It is not possible for those who possess the advan- 
tages of a collegiate course of training in the scientific 
branches.of learning, that they should be unable to see the 
absurdities of Christian dogmas. Tnere are thousands of 
persons who are the blind dupes of the church, who lack op- 
portunities, and who could be saved from the thralidom of 
priestcraft were it not for the timidity of Freethinkera. 
There are too many who claim to hav thrown off the shackles 
that are yet in galling chains, and who hav not the moral 
courage to lift their banner above the slough of ecclesiastical 
dogmatism. It is true that social ostracism is hard to en- 
dure, as most of us desire to meet with the approbation of 
our fellows, but when our liberties and, the liberties. of our 
posterity are at stake, it becomes us as men and women 
laboring in a noble cause that we buckle on the whole armor 
and let our battle. cry be, Giv us liberty or giv us death.” 
When I remember the years spent in early life, when I re- 
view the dark days and gloomy nights passed in my youth 
and early manhood, when I remember how my young mind 
was made to recoil at hearing the squeaking of the bats or 
the hootings of the owls of superstition, I feel in duty bound 
to do what little I can to alleviate, if possible, those of my 
fellows who are similarly situated. Our salvation lies in 
our free schools aided by a free press. Education will 
eventually so adjust human intelligence as to enable man to 
soar above the mists of irrationalism, where he will be en- 
abled to look down with horror upon the rottenness of eccle- 
siastical tyranny and be enabled to breathe the pure air of 
universal mental liberty. To this end then let us labor. Let 
us put our shoulders to the wheel, and if we do not achieve 
success in our day we will hav left a foundation upon which 
posterity may erect a monument to our credit. 

P. H. MoCrosxy. 


THAT AWFUL BOOK. 
VINELAND, N. J., May 15, 1891. 

Mx. Evrror: This day, May 16, 1891, completes the nine- 
tieth year of my life, and I do not know how I can spend a 
small portion of the day better than by again calling atten- 
tion to the book called Bible or God's holy word, hoping 
thereby to add, a- few more names to the thousands I hav 
already caused to giv up that book as a divine guide and 
seek for a better life than such a book can lead to. The 
greatest wonder of my long life is how such a book could 
ever be palmed off on people capable of reading and think- 
ing as the inspiration of a being supreme in wisdom, justice, 
love, and mercy, when nearly ever chapter proves directly 
the contrary. The book was written by men without inspi- 
ration, many of them very ignorant men. Each writer gave 
the book and its God a patch of his own character. The 
story of the creation proves itself false. The world never 
was spoken into existence in one week nor in thousands of 
years. Matter always existed and the laws of nature pro- 
duced the different forms that we behold. The planets are 
kept in their places or on their courses by attraction or 
repulsion among themselvs. There are two different stories 
told about the creation of man. The first says that God 
created man in his own image and likeness, male and female 
created he them, and placed them in a garden, giving them 
liberty to eat of all the herbs and fruits in the garden. 
Nothing was forbidden them. A little further on it says that 
God made man of the dust of the earth, breathed into him 
the breath of life, and he became a living soul. He placed 


him in a garden and gave him liberty to eat of all herbs and 


fruit except one particular tree, and told him the day he ate 
of that he should surely die. The woman was not then 
created. After busying himself awhile with other matters 
he discovered that he had made a mistake—that it was not 
good for man to be alone, 80 instead of keeping the man 
perfect and making a woman of something else he took a 
rib from the man’s side, before surgical instruments or so 
much as a butcher knife had been made, and of that one 
little dry bone made a full-sized woman. These two differ- 
ent stories about the creation of mah are enough to prove 
the Bible unreliable. After God had got through with the 
work of creation he pronounced everything good that he 
had made. After that it appears that he discovered a mis. 
take, for it repented him that he had made man and grieved 
him to the heart. The book also tells us that he made an 
angel in heaven, but made him so imperfect that he soon 
rebelled and was cast out into the earth, where he outwitted 
God and got the whole human race doomed to eternal fire 
and brimstone. There is no more divine authority in the 
Bibie than there is in any other fiction written by man, and 
the book has done more harm than any, if not all, other 
books ever written by man. It has been the means of put- 
ting millions of the best people of their time to death, and 
even now, at this age, it is dividing the people of this nation 
into one hundred and forty different sects, each sect hating 
all the others. It causes enmity between husbands and 


“wives, brothers and sisters, and parents and children, and so 


long as it is regarded as of divine authority it will retard the 
progress of everything that is pure and good. It give 
eighty thousand priests and clergymen of this nation the 
opportunity to liv lives absolutely injurious to their fellow- 
man. Honesty, justice, kindness, benevolence, all the virt- 
ues, can be better practiced without the book and its clergy 
than with them, and the sooner it can be put aside the bete 
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ter for the human race. Within a few weeks I hav read the 

“headlines of every chapter in the Old Testament and nearly 
three hundred of its full chapters, and such another mess of 
filth and nastiness I never found in any other book. If I 
believed in a. being supreme in wisdom and goodness, I 
should consider it rank blasphemy to say that he had any- 
thing to-do with writing such a book. The anger, wrath, 
cruelty, revenge, that that book accuses him of pouring out 
upon his children exceeds anything charged to the devil him- 

self, and makes the author of the book the worse character 
of the two. The book calls David a man after God's own 
heart, but a bloodier old villain never lived. When at home 
and not engaged with his women he was always cursing his 
enemies and praying for God to destroy them, and then 
would take his army out and destroy a thousand or two bet- 
ter people than himself without any provocation. 

I tried to learn how many wives David had, for I thought 
a man after God's own heart should lead a chaste life if the 
God was a good one. I found that he had eight wives before 
he went to Jerusalem. Then it says he took more wives and 
concubines after he went to Jerusalem, but does not say how 
many, but goes right on and givs the names of thirteen new 
children that he had after he went to Jerusalem. When he 
got frightened and fled from Absalom he left ten concubines 
to keep his house. While he was absent another man got 
into the house with his concubines apparently to spite him. 
This so enraged the old buck that he carried the concubines 
away and locked them up, and never saw them any more, but 
kept them locked up during life. 

This will do for the present lesson. Let Postmaster Wana- 
maker read it to his pupils every Sunday till shame banishes 
the vile book from every school and family in America. 

Your friend, J. HAOKER. 


Bosooszr, Wis., May 7, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: I to-day mail you two copies of a local paper 
containing each an argument upon a subject of which I hav 
before written you. On page 4 of the Teller of May 8th will 
be found a criticism of one of these articles, wherein the 
editor endeavors to show that certain parties classed in my 
article as Atheists or Infidels, were Christians. Now, the 
three first of these—Galileo, Kepler, and Darwin—were cited 
in an extract from the argument on the trial for Blasphemy, 
by R. G. Ingersoll, therefore must be correct, as he never 
makes mistakes; but having no works for reference upon 
the subject, I cannot establish the fact of -their Infidelity. 
I inclose stamps, and if you can giv me any assistance in the 
matter it will greatly oblige me. 

Inregard to Thomas Paine, whose religion, as formulated by 
himself, was simply ** to do good,” the editor cannot certainly 
class him with those whose religion is to believe.” Yet I 
think you may be familiar with some brief sentence or line 
which will settle effectually his entire unbelief in any ortho- 
dox God or religion. I hav never understood that the Deist’s 
God was called by any Christian or Jewish names, and Mr. 
Paine’s use of these was as any Atheist may hav done. I 
hav heard more than one openly avowed Atheist called & 
Christian believer because he or she had said God.“ 

The editor in question much over-estimates my reading at- 


tainments. For the past thirty years I hav had but little more | 


time to read than the average of people who keep house and 
do their own work. My library is by no means extensiv. 
Aside from the Boston Investigator and Taz TRUTH BEEKER, 
I hav read some of Mr. Ingersoll’s works, and a few other 
Liberal pamphlets, and also books and papers by Mrs. Stan- 
ton, Miss Anthony, and Mrs. Gage. The names of these 
three greatest women of our time I do not mention, as the 
editor would, in all probability, so harass my work with his 
strictures that it would be almost impossible to proceed. 
Also, in regard to Mr. Ingersoll, so many pletists hav put 
their foot down that they will never read a word of his 
writing, that I delight in giving extracts from his works 
and withholding the author's name. . 

Please excuse this trespass upon your valuable time. My 
only apology is the causeof Universal Mental Liberty; and 
hoping I may hear from you at your early convenience, I re- 
main, Very respectfully, Mrs. E. G. TAYLOR. 


[Of the persons whom you cite as Infidels, Tyndall, Helm- 
holtz, John Stuart Mill, Ernestine Rose, Lucretia Mott, Hor- 
ace Beaver, D. M. Bennett, James Parton, Jefferson, Court- 
landt Palmer, Parker Pillsbury, Voltaire, Humboldt, Garri. 
son, and Spinoza do not seem to be challenged by the editor 
of the Zeller. They are all Infidels, and if any are disputed 
we will supply you with proof. That Abraham Lincoln— 
also unchallenged—was an Infidel may be shown from Mr. 
Remsburg's exhaustiv investigation lately published in this 
paper. The Teller asks, When did Darwin ever say he was 
an Infidel?” In 1879 Darwin wrote to a German student, 
«Ido not believe that there ever has been any revelation ;” 
in his Life and Letters "are his words that between 1836 
and 1842 he had come to see that the Old Testament was 
no more to be trusted than the sacred books of the Hindoos ;” 
he rejected design and said, ‘‘ I for one must be content to 
remain an Agnostic.” Thomas Paine, while mustering ar- 
guments from every available quarter to strengthen his 
countrymen in a crisis, indeed used the language, The 
will of the almighty as declared by Gideon, and the prophet 
Samuel, expressly disapproves of government by kings.” 
But at a later date he issued his ** Age of Reason” in which 
he declared his personal disbelief in the almighty of Gideon 
and Samuel. His late use of the word God“ is in 
designation solely of the God of the Deist. The remaining 
two, Galileo and Kepler, we may conjecture to hav been 


thorough disbelievers in Christianity, but we cannot well 


demonstrate them to hav been such to the satisfaction of a 
Christian. A reperusal of the references to them in Blas- 
phemy w will show you that Colonel Ingersoll does not assert 
them to bav been Iufldels. However, Galileo declared that 


** in scripture there are propositions which are false in the 
literal sense of the words,” and that“ in all natural ques- 
tions philosophical argument should hav more weight than 
mere scriptural declaration.” His astronomical propositions 
were contradictory of scripture and of church doctrin. He 
was denounced as a heretic, and forced to recant. Kepler's 
** theses on theological topics exhibited too great a freedom 
to merit the approbation of ” the college that he attended 
when young. He was perpetually harassed by the clergy, 
and about 1615 his mother, Johnson's Encyclopedia phrases 
it, became a victim of her son's scientific reputation.” 
She was accused of being a witch, and narrowly escaped 
the flames. Kepler's persecutions as not only a heretic, 
but as the son of a witch,” continued till his death. Oa 
these two men see Professor Whites Warfare of Science.” 
The age in which they lived did not admit of the expression 
of fully Infidel opinions. For hazarding what expressions 
they did venture, they barely escaped death; had they ut- 
tered all that we may believe they thought, they could not 
hav existed and achieved their magnificent scientific discov- 
erles. They sought, says the Teller, to produce scriptural 
confirmation of their discoveries ; we add, they had to, or not 
make them. They lived in outward rites as Catholics, it is 
True; they had to or not livat all. Let the pietists state how 
many of the great scientists of this age, when expression is 
comparativly free, figure as Christians.—Ep. T. S.] 


. New Lokk, N. Y., May 10, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: Wonders will never cease. Last Sunday as 
I was strolling about Newark I saw a notice that Miss Ada 
Campbell would lecture in the hall that afternoon. Well, I 
rubbed my eyes to see if I was awake, for that is the name 
of the lady who seven years ago at the other end of the 
world made an Infidel of me. I will tell you how it was. 
It was in Tasmania, which is a very orthodox place. I am 
now ship’s steward. I was then before the mast. We had 
put in at a little seaport in the north of the island called 
Leving. This lady had come to lecture there. She had been 
burnt in effigy a short time before, and people were very 
excited against her. They said she wanted to take away 
their God and religion so that they might become devils and 
go to hell and be burnt for all eternity. There was a man 
preaching that day about her and showing out of the Bible 
in Revelation that she was the Scarlet Woman of Babylon 
whose coming foretold the end of the world was at hand. 
Well, it was not expected she would leave the place alive. 
Our first mate came on board at supper time and said, 
“ Lads, you would not see a woman killed if you could stop 
it?” We said, No. He then told us how the lady had been 
treated and how he had heard her in Queensland, and how 
she had fought the government for the people's rights, and 
that some Irish Roman Catholic navvies that were there 
making the railroad had sworn to kill her—that they would 
turn out the lights and rush on the platform and a few blows 
on her skull would finish the job—that nobody could tell in 
the darkness who did it. Well, one of my messmates 
jumps up and said, “I don’t believe in religions, none of 
them; but I believe there is a God. Anyhow, I am not 
going to stand round and see a woman killed, specially one 
as has got the grit in her this lady has.” Well, we armed 
ourselvs with short clubs and pistols. There were nine of 
ug in all. We went on shore. As we went up the sands 
some one of us remarked, ‘ Would it not be best to warn 
the lady how great i8 her danger, and that she runs too 
many risks and ought to stay at home?” Our officer said, 
* She has been warned, but said she came here to lecture 
and she is going to lecture if she dies for it.” It was a dark, 
dismal night. ‘The wind was blowing a stiff gale. There 
were no lights in the streets, only here and there a flickering 
one from an oil lamp in a store window. We went to the 
town hall where the lecture was to take place. We found 
then she would not get the hall for any price, because she 
was an Infidel. But mind you, the next week a reverend 
sky-pirate got the hall for nothing because he was lecturing 
against her. -His name was Greenwood, and he said he 
hailed from Hobart and he was following her all through 
the country to destroy the poison she was putting in men’s 
minds. He said she was a free lover, a dynamiter, and an 
Infidel of the lowest sort. When he said that, some one 
jumped up and said, ** That is a lie,” and he said he could 
prove it. This man said, “ Well, you prove it." The rev- 
erend slanderer said it was not convenient just then, because 
in his hurry he had left the proofs where he was lecturing 
last, but he would bring them next time. Then the man 
said, Don't you make it convenient to blacken that lady's 
character until you make it convenient to hav the proofs with 
you.” Then our officer got up and said, Why don't you 
meet the lady in debate? She has challenged you all, but 
none of you come forward.” The reverend humbug said 
he could not lower the dignity of his calling by arguing in 
public with a creature who was a disgrace to her sex. Our 
officer said, ‘‘ No, but you can lower the dignity of your 
calling by calling her names behind her back and making 
charges against her which you say you cannot make it con- 
venient to prove. Is that a specimen of Christian charity ?” 
And then some of the people clapped and said, Hear, 
hear!” The reverend said he was sorry if he had offended 
them. He was sorry this woman had got such a hold upon 
the minds of some of the people, and if they did not wish 
him to go on he would retire. Then some cried out for him 
to go on, but a good lot of people left the hall and were ar- 
guing outside, and soon we heard those inside singing a 

hymn, ‘‘ Washed in the Blood.” | : 

But to go back to Miss Campbell and how 1 became a 
Infidel. Well, she had taken an old weatherboarded hall 
down the banks by itself on the sands close to the water’s 
edge. When this was announced the crowd followed to the 
hal. There was & man on the bank with a lantern who 
waved it to and fro to light the people down, Just as the 


lecturess got close to the hall some ruffians threw big stones 
at her. I do not know if she was struck, but one of us who 
was behind threw himself down and cried, ‘‘ Murder!” and 
that drew the crowd aside until she got into the hall. We 
followed close and got the front seat between her and the 
rest of the people. The platform was only about two feet 
high. The hall was poorly lighted with kerosene. . The 
lecturess came from behind the screen where she had taken 
her hat and jacket off. She began to speak, and though she 
was very white her voice had a very determined ring in it. 
She asked for a fair hearing. She said she had heard there 
would be an attempt at violence, but she warned anyone 
who thought of molesting her that she had come prepared 
to defend herself. Then some of the navvies at the end of 
the hall began to hiss and yell. Presently there was a lull, 
and the lecturess said with a sneer, as she looked defiance at 
them, ** Bah! a goose could do that much, and the bigger 
the goose the louder it can hiss.” She warned them to keep 
quiet, and said the first man that attempted to come on that 
platform without her permission was a dead man, and her 
eyes blazed as she said it, and she looked so determined we 
felt sure she would keep her word.. Then she began her 
lecture, and showed that this so-called Christianity was.a 
fraud that had been palmed off upon the ignorant masses by 
the early Christian fathers to make the churches rich and 
powerful. And she brought forward her Bible and proved 
out of it that what is called Christianity is not the teachings 
of Jesus, but the opposit, and that if anyone tried to carry 
out the commands or follow the example of Jesus he would 
be put in prison by the Christians as a criminal or a lunatic. 
She then showed up all the frightful crimes and horrible 
cruelties of Christianity, and that the Roman Catholic church 
‘was responsible for most of them. Then one of the navvies 
said, That’s a lie!” and tried to make a row, but a police. 
man who had come quietly into the hall put him out. Then 
one of the lights went out. One of my mates. turned round 
and his jacket fell back and showed the pistol stuck in bis 
belt. The lecturess was pale before, but her very lips turned 
white then, but she walked to the edge of the platform right 
opposit him aud said, ** I see you are armed. Well, soam I. 
Remember, a life for a life." My mate was awfully taken 
aback at that, for she looked at us one after another sternly, 
She said, I am here to do you good, not evil. I am risking 
my life to pull the priestly bandage of superstition off your 
mental eyesight.” Then she seemed to think we were sail. 
ors, and said that men who were pillars of the church bought 
old vessels that would founder at the first gale, got a heavy 
insurance on them, and sent them to sea knowing that the 
chances were a hundred to one but at the first heavy sea or 
approach of a storm they would go down with all on board, 
not taking any account of our lives or that they made wid- 
ows and orphans of our wives and families. Well, it seemed 
soon after she began talking as if scales began falling from 
my eyes, and I wondered I had not thought of all those 
things before, for they were plain around me if I had only 
taken notice of them. I tell you, that lecture was a regular 
eye-opener. And so was that lecture last Sunday, which the 
people agreed as they went out was splendid. Well, at the 
other lecture which I write of, while the people were filing 
out, just as the lady’s attention was occupied, three rowdies 
crept to the platform, but we jumped up and barred the 
way. One tried to push past us, but one of my mates took 
hold of him and dragged him to the door. He fought hard 
then, but my mates pitched him out in spite of his struggles. 
Our officer then made himself known to the lady and told 
her we were her friends and would form a guard to take her 
home. She gave us a little book entitled, Why I Am an 
Infidel.” The lecturess wrote it herself. -I tell you, that 
book did not leave any room for the Gods and religions. 
She also gave some to the other people, and if they had the 
same effect on them as on us there are a good many Infidels 
there now. The rowdies threw some stones at us in the 
darkness as we took the lady home. That is all that hap- 
pened. ] 

Now, my friend in Newark is a Freethinker, but thougb I 
call at his house when I am in New York, yet I never knew 
it until I saw him at the meeting last Sunday, and he was 
just as much surprised that I was an Infidel. You see, his 
** missis ” is inclined to be religious and the subject is never 
mentioned in his house. I did not know where to get a 
Freethought paper until he told me. He lent me several of 
his papers, TRUTRH SEEKERS, which I read with great pleasure. 
Ture TRUTH ÑEEKER is far better than any of the English 
Freethought papers. It is the best I hav seen yet. 

Now, I think a badge is needed for Freethinkers—not a 
rubbishy pansy, which is worn by nearly everyone when in 
season, but the torch of reason and the blue sky of clear 
thought. If my friend in Newark had one and I had one 
and we had worn them, we would hav known we were of 
the same way of thinking; which is important, as when a 
ship comes into port the sky-pilots send their emissarics 
on board for us to come and hear the Rev. this and the Rev. 
that and to join the Seaman’s Christian Union, and distribute 
tracts about the Holy Ghost and the blood and such-like 
theological chestnuts. Which reminds me to say, the pict- 
ures in Taz Teura Bzxkzn are eplendid—just what they 
ought to be. I hav made arrangements with my friend to 
hav THE TRUTH SEEKER sent after me. There ought to be 
some way to let strangers coming to your ports know where 
to get & Freethought paper and hear a Freethought lecture. 
When I was in Frisco a couple of years ago I could not hear 
of either. 

With my gratitude and best thanks to the lady whose 
courage to speak the truth made an Infidel of me and others, 
who will remember her with respectful affection as long a8 
they liv, wishing the lady, TRE TEUTE SEEKER, and yourself 
every success, i 

Respectfully, one of the brotherhood of reason, 
GEO: J. Mois, 
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2 ? „Where?“ inquired the teacher, surprised at 
Children 8 Garner . his proficiency. ‘In the cheese.” 

é Being asked what conscience was, a boy 

Hdited by Miss Busan H. Wrron, "Fail | replied, ** An inward monitor.” Asked what 

River, Mass., to whom all Communications for a monitor meant, the ready reply was, ‘‘ An 


. ironclad vessel." 
this ld be sent. 
Corner ahou Another lad was asked what he understood 


—— 


'* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Gomes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


says the contemporary account, he described 
it as something to put hot plates down 
with.” 

The members of a girls’ class were asked 
a few questions. One was interrogated as to 
what was meant by bearing false witness 
against your neighbor.” It was,” said she, 
* when nobody did nothing and somebody 
went and told of it." Another was asked 
how beef-tea was made, and she replied, 
Buy a tin of beef extract and follow the 
directions on the lid.” 

* What are warmth-producing foods?” a 
third girl was asked. The reply was, Cay- 
enne pepper and Jamaica ginger." 

“ What is the feminin of friar?” asked a 
teacher of his class. First boy: ‘‘ Hasn’t 
any. Next?“ Second boy: “Nun” 
That's right,” said the master. First boy, 
in an indignant tone: That's just what I 
said.” : 

* And now, dear," asked a governess, 
„what can you tell me about Minerva?” 
“Sbe was the goddess of wisdom, and she 
never married," was the reply.—Oasseil's 
Saturday Journal. 

— 9 $9 — — 


The Capitol Dome, Washington, 


The capito] dome at Washipgton is the 
only considerable dome of iron in the world. 
It is a vast hollow sphere weighing 8,000,300 
pounds. How much is that? 

More than 4.000 tons, or almost the weight 
of 70,000 full-grown persons, or about equal 
to 1,000 ladened coal cars of four tons each, 
which, if strung one behind the other, would 
occupy a mile and a half of track. On the 
$2 very top of the dome the allegorical figure 

- a ** America,” weighing 13 985 pounds, lifts its 
School Children and Their Answers. proud head high in the air. The pressure of 


Though not exactly a child, perhaps, a lad | this dome and figure upon the piers and 
once appeared before Bishop Wilberforce for | pillars is 14,477 pounds to the square foot. 
confirmation. The bishop, feeling sure that| It would, however, require a pressure of 
he had confirmed him before, bent over and | 705,286 pounds to the:quare foot to crush 
said, in a low tone, My boy, I think I hav the support of the dome. The cost of this 
confirmed you before." The lad opened his | immense dome was a little short of $1,000 

great wild eyes, and replied, ''You be a 000. 
liar." i 7... ae ae 

u What would hav happened if Henry IV. Gzo. J. Remesura will speak at school. 
of France had not been murdered?” asked | house of No. 20 on evening of June 25th. 
a teacher of a sharp-looking boy. The Subject, Some Bible Facts.” Admittance 
prompt reply was, He would probably hav | free. Everybody respectfully invited to 
died a natural death.” attend. Fresthought, & journal published 

In a Sunday-school. ‘‘ What did the in San Francisco, Cal, says: George J. 
Israelites do when they came out of the Red| Remsburg is a youth of rare precocity. 
gea?" drew forth the answer, They dried | Though not more than eighteen, he has been 
themselvs.” Where was Bishop Latimer | talking and writing on politics afid theology 
burnt to death ?" was immediately answered, | for several years.” 

*! In the fire.” [The above notice shows that our friend 

While youngsters appear to get consider-| George is certainly doing his part toward 
ably “mixed” in digesting their historical Liberalizing that part of the state where he 
information, their ideas of geographical facts livs. In future years we expect his name 
are also not unfrequently, to say the least, will be everywhere as familiar as household 
original. A young hopefal said that the| words. Success and prosperity attend him. 
surface of the earth consisted of land and — En. C. C J 
water. What, then," asked the teacher, „„ A 
* do land and water make?" Mud,“ was Correspondence. 
the instant rejoinder. - Wesrminsrer, CAL., April 26, 1891. 

A volcano has been described as a large Dear Miss Wixow : This is my first letter 
mountain with a hole at the top and à fire- | to the Corner. 
place at the bottom; and a bar is a piece; My father takes Tux TRUTH SEEKER. He 
of iron across a river mouth. It prevents has not taken it a year yet. I like to read 


and look at the pictures in th : 
navigation, and has to be cut through with a | think it. is the beet. paper ie ab Aoa 
steam edge.” 


That woman and the pretty baby in the paper 
According to the Schoolmaster, stability“ of April 18th made such an impression on 
was recently defined as being the cleaning | my mind I cannot help but bea Freethought 


up of a stable;” and an answer to some & 
question about insurance had this passage: | put they do not now. The Sunday.school 
‘The money is provided by the compavy to teacher wanted me to go, but I would not; I 
defray the expenses of the birth of members | had rather stay home and read Tux TRUTH 
in pecuniary distress.” In the summer, it rm a 
seems, the day is longer owing to expansion | ill ut à Pp go in the waste-basket, I 
by the heat;” and that season itself is thus| Your Liberal friend, 
explained: ** Once a year we hav the whole 
bright side of the sun turned toward us. 
Then it is summer. The sun is in the sol- 
stice and stands still." 

„What comes next to man in the scale of 


To Stella ! 


Hair like raven’s wing, 
Lips as ripened cherries, 
Tiny feet, 
A form petite, 
Eyes a8 brown as berries. 


Voice of melody, 

Hands of slender whiteness, 
Every word 

, (Perhaps you've heard) 

Shows sympathetic brightness. 


Loveliness and grace 
Every move discloses. 

A dainty skin, 

A dimpled chin, 
Oheeks like damagk roges. 


Nose of Grecian shape, 

Brow of alabaster, 
Teeth like pearle, 
Olympian carls 

(I wish my rhyme flew faster). 


Coquetry and wit, 
All the graces blending. 
Oupid’s darts 
Rend our hearts. 
Damaged past all mending. 


Woist of symmetry, 

Throat so white and slender, 
(My heart'8 aglow, 
I Jove her go) 

Manners soft and tender. 


S wiles like radiant beams 
From Phoebus straight descending, 
Raiment fine, 
Tn short, divine, 
Herself, all art transcending. 
GOR Hamo. 


Papa and mamma did belong to the church, 


EUNMOR MARTIN. 

TRIOO VISTA, TURKEY, March 1, 1891. 
My DAR Miss Wixon: I am sure you must 
think me very rude in not having written to 
yon tor sucli a y time, but I will tell you 
8 the reason why. e are no longer living in 
being?" inquired an examiner. His shirt,” | Salonica, as father’s business has been Téry 
was the reply. Asked to giv the distinction, | bad for many months; he has hired a farm 
if any, between a fort and a fortress, a boy FA seven yearn, eight hours away from Salon- 
nicely defined them: “A fort is a place to | 1°82- sa very arge one, indeed, but is in 
put men in, and a fortress is a place to put a very bad condition, as the last three years 


hav all been bad. There is no food for the 
women in.” On being asked what the chief animals to eat, even the people belonging to 
end of man was, another boy, without any | the farm having nothing to eat, so you see it 
hesitation, said, The end what's got his is rather difficult for papa just now, but we 
head on!” hope it will be a good year this one and then 


A teacher asked a very juvenil class which | * We all {ike this life very much indeed. It 
of them had ever seen a magnet. A sharp|is a very nice place to liv in, as there are 
urchin at once said he had seen lots of them. beautiful trees and woods. 


— 


by ‘‘celerity,” and, perhaps from experience, 


My little brother Nelson seems to like this 
sort of life better than anyone, for he has 
grown so fat since we came here, and he can 
almost walk. He will be a year old soon. 
My sister Lily has grown very much; she is 
now three years old, and she talks very 
nicely; and as for the boys, they seem to 
grow every day, they are so happy. 

Would you mind sending us some seeds, 
vegetable or flower? As we are living on a 
farm, of course we will hav a garden. 
Mamma would very much like to hav one or 
two melon—muskmelon or watermelon— 
seeds, which grow in America, if it will not be 
troubling you too much. I hope you will not 
mind my having asked you for the seeds. 
Some day, when papa photographs our house 
(you know he has a photographic apparatus) 
I will send you a copy, and then you will see 
how a farmhouse in Turkey looks. 

I must now end my letter, as I hav some 
more to write. And hoping you will excuse 
me for troubling you about the seeds, wit 
much love from mother and myself, * 

Yours affectionately, Daisy SUTER. 


Oax Mitts. Kan., May. 1891. 

Miss Wixow, Dear Friend and Teacher: 
Since my letter describing my collection ap- 
peared in the Corner, I hav received many 
kind letters from its readers offering to send 
me something in the curiosity line. I wish 
to thank vou for your kindnegs in giving my 
letter & place in the Corner. Youhav always 
been very kind to publish my humble contri- 
butions, and I feel that I owe you a debt of 
gratitude. I also wish to thank the readers 
of the Corner for the many kind letters re- 
ceived from them. 

Miss Wixon, I shall anxiously await the 
promised description of your collection. I 
know it will be interesting, for you never 
write a line but what is interesting. 2 

I read your letter on the badge-pin contro- 
versy in a late issue of TER TRUTH BEEKER, 
and I fully concur with you. Wettstein’s 
badge is the best emblem of Freethought 
ever brought before the public, and no Ffee- 
thinker should be ashamed to wear such a 
badge. They who object to this beautiful 
and expressiv badge, and refuse to wear it, 
are not true ard genuin Freethinkers. Miss 
Churchill's “U. M. L.” badge is a neat 
emblem of Freethought. I was sorry to 
learn of her death. She was a noble wo- 
man. 

I was sorry to hear of Colonel Ingersoli’s 
recent illnese, and am glad that he is now on 
the road to recovery. I once had an attack 
of that dreadful disease, læ grippe, and I 
know how to sympathize with our great and 
noble leader. ‘ : 

I hav just been reading a book called 
“Daring Deeds of American Heroes," and 
it is one of the most interesting and thrilling 
books I ever read. It tells how bravely the 
early colonists resisted unjust taxation 
without representation,” and how they fear- 
lessly bared their bosoms to the storm of 
shot and shell, to avert the terrible destiny 
which threatened the country they loved so 
well. This book is filled with stories of their 
daring intrepidity, and when one reads it his 
blood boils with the contemplation of the 
heroic virtues which characterized the early 
colonists in their struggle for independence. 

Every child in America should read this 
book. It will ‘help to embalm in their mem- 
ory the “ daring deeds of our American he- 
roes;" it wil help to perpetuate the senti 
ment of gratitude which they owe to these 
heroes, and to keep burning pure and 
bright the fire upon the altar of patriotism.” 
The record of the ** daring deeds " achieved 
by our ancestors, ‘‘ will impress upon the 
minds of the young an idea of their priceless 
value," and it will help to imbue them with 
8 love for their country. 

Mr. L. L. Good win's letter in the last Cor- 
ner was appreciated. He has given us some 
good, sound advice. Such letters help to 
make the Corner valuable and instructiv. 
Mr. Guiwit’s description of the prehistoric 
relic in the Bad Lands was very interesting. 

My letter is longer than I intended for it 
to be, so I will close, with best wishes to you 
and the Cornerites. 

Tours for Universal Mental Liberty, 

GEORGE J. Remssvxe. . 
East PORTLAND, ORE., April 26, 1891. 

Miss Wixon, Dear Friend: It has been 
several years since my name appeared in the 
Children’s Corner, and it is not merely to re- 
call my memory to the minds of my readers 
that I write, but it is that I wish to impart a 
little knowledge to my friends concerning 
the work of the Liberals ** out West.” i 

My home is in McMinnville, Yamhill co., 
but I hav been attendiug Business College 
in Portland since last November. I hav en- 
joyed my study very much, but that which, 
I hav enjoyed more is the true Liberal society 
in which I hav been permitted to go. 

The Universal Reform Olub, founded by 
Prof. J. H. White, which meets every Sun. 
day at 3 o’clock, was doing good work 
when I came, and is now quite as popular, 
and a great deal more beneficial, than the 
Sunday-school. It is a club of which every 
one is à member who attends. It holds a free 
platform, and the voice of the ecclesiastical 
bigots and priest-ridden slaves rings out in 
perfect harmony with that of the liberty- 
loving children of nature. All important 
questions are discussed, and it is only by the 
presentation and careful study of both sides 
that truth is obtained. . Long may the:club 
survive ! 


About two months ago a society was or- 


Let us honor and cherish her memory. 


ganized under the name of the People’s Read- 
ing Room and Library Association. It was 
with the greatest of difficulty that this asso- 
ciation was organized, owing to the strongly 
opposing sentiments of the church; but, 
through the persistent efforts of a few of our 
most energetic and enthusiastic Liberals, we 
now hav a library of about five hundred vol- 
umes ofthe very best literature, which is 
frequented by two and three hundred men 
per day. We also hav a lecture hall joining 
the reading.room, in which is given a scien- 
tific lecture every Saturday evening. The 
lectures are generally short, followed by a 
discussion, in which everyone has a right to 
speak his or her honest opinions. These 
lectures and discussions are enlivened by 
instrumental and vocal music, which renders 
the evening quite enjoyable. 

This association is undoubtedly a great 
benefit to this city, and in time will be one of 
the central features of the intellectual field. 

Mauy young men who spend six evenings 
on the street, or in some den of vice and 
shame, and the seventh at church, may here, 
each and every evening, find open doors and 
a hearty welcome to the silent, though bene- 
ficial companionship of the most intellectual 
men and women of our age. And many 
women, too, who hav no means of educating 
themselvs at home, may, by feeling free to 
visit such a room, filled with intellectual 
food, become better qualified to make good 
wives, good mothers, and good citizens. f 

Now, I wish to say to my friends and to 
all who are interested in the cause of hu- 
manity and the elevation of our present 
corrupt condition of society, that here is a 
golden opportunity to lend your aid. Any 
good books, pamphlets, or reading matter 
of any kind will with pleasure be received 
at this reading-room at any time. 

We cannot do too much toward the ad- 
vancement of a cause like this, and I think it 
one in which our young people should feel 
the deepest interest. The shadow of super- 
stition has too long darkened our pathway, 
and now, when an opportunity presents . 
itself, let us step out into the light of reason 
and justice, and beat down these ecclesias- 
tical monsters with the sword of free thought, 
free speech, and free press. . 

Any books or papers may be safe!v ad- 
dressed to the People's Free Reading Room, 
171 Second street, Portland, Ore. 

I may write more concerning this reading- 
room in the future. Hoping to hear of lib- 
eral donations from our trends, I remain, 
Very respectfully, — Nurriz A. Orps. 
P.8.—What has the editor to say? 


[It will be seen by the above that a good 
work is being done in East Portland, Ore. 
We hope all who can will aid in the good 
cause by forwarding the right kind of read- 
ing matter to the People’s Free Reading 
Room. We are pleased to hear from Nettie - 
once more, and proud to note her progress. 
Ey. C. C.)] 


Patents 
Patents ! 
Patents ! 


The entire cost of securing patents on small articles 
and simple machines is $so. Of this amount the Govern- 
ment receives $35. 

Poor inventors, having valuable inventions, will be 
aided in obtaining patents on the same, and trusted for 
the amount. ` 

Correspondence invited. 

Address: 


EDWIN N. BEECHER, 
SOLICITOR OF PATENTS, 
[Inventor and "Infidel,"] 
Marion (Hartford Co.) Conn. 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
: next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


'-ELMINA DRAKE SLYNKER. 
Bnowville, Va. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick, 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


Evolution Series. 


—0— 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 


No. 1.—Alfred Russell Wallace. by Edward D. 
Oope, Ph, D.; with portrait. 

No. 2.— Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake - 
man; with portrait. 


Price, 10 Cents each. 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I. EYLUTION, ANTIQUITY, Bacteria, Ete. B 
William Durham. F.R . f. i : 
II. AstBoxomy, SUN. Moon, Stans, Etc. By Will · 


iam Durham, F.R.S.E. . 
These handy series of volumes on science - of 

which the above works form the first two num- 

bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 

‘cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 

most casual reader. Thay supply a popular need. 
The price of each is 50 cents in cloth. 
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NOW READY.--PRICE, $2 AND $2.50. 


The Freethinkers Pictorial Text Bock 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS, 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE | 
ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


Designs bv Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


CONTENTS: 

Uncle Sam and the Priests. The Church and Thomas Paine. The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross, 

TES Pa LP Bother po Ram, do Not Ahomas Paine. A 85 cert ep : Its Evolntion. . 

ODE, i Ot. reacher an e Patriot. i i " 

Romanian with Her Mask ön. One Work by Paine Ontweighs All the Preach- Their Scientific Records Compare ,, Unkind Refleetions Upon the 

The Mask Off. erg. Two Samples of Christianity’s Church, 
— ppapmit to the Roman Pontiff as to God." Why Paige Was Denonnoed ard rini tho ork. | Deoline of the Papacy in Italy. 

e Skeleton that Uncle Sam may Some Day Paine's Services an ewar Bomans of the Past and Present. The Old Tiger and His Whelps. TEDNA 
n n 


fad in Bis Closet: Pernvians Before and Bince the Conquest. 


ew Laocoon. 
The Trail of the Serpent. ` 
Bome Undesirable Immigrants. 
Lay Loyalty: 


* Where Liberty Rei the Tyrant Beeks to 
Blay Her."—La Balle do 


Y e. 
Bv The Ontcome of Ohurch and State Union. 
A The God-in-the-Oonstitation Guerillas. —Lib- 
erty in , 
Religious Treason the Ruin of the Republic. 
A Transformation of the Bartholdi Statue 
which may be Expected under Religious 


ule. 
What Uncle Sam Should Do. 


The Church Robbing the People. 


New York City's Annual Gift to the Ohurches. 
The Taxpayers and the Ohurches—I. 
44 cy [Lr] $4 4. II. 


Thanksgiving. 
eee 


III. 
Sabbath Laws. 


Sabbatarian Efforts in the National Senate. 
Sunday in a Sabbatarian Oity. 
The Olergy’s Opportunity. 
- As the Olergy Desire Sunday—I. 
7 € “ [T] [ni II. 


III. 
The Children and the Church. 


Two Ways to Go. 
Which Shall We Have? 
A Teacher We Do Not Want. 
: The Shadow iw our EEUU med 
i ew ication of an ext. 
The Beptiles in the Path. 
Heoruiting for Church Institutions. 
ZA Parochial School Lesson. 
Prodnots of the Parochial Schools. 
The Disguise Slips Off. 
= A Web for the Unwary. 
The Religious Trap. 
Snnday-School Scholars. 
The Joys of the Sunday-Bchool Boy. 


Woman and the Church, 


Woman's Path from Servitude to Freedom, 
Encouragement to Go Astray. 

Bt. Paul as a Member of the School Board. 
The Ohuroh’s Use for Woman. 

A Contrast. 


„% „„ € s 40 


urch. 
Once Upon a Time a Donkey Kicked a Lion, 


Studies in Natural History. 
A Question for Theological Ethnologists. 
Some Problems in Evolution. 
The Prototype of the Methodist Revival. 
Religion in Man and Instinct in the Brute. 
The Bible and Science, 


The Bible and Geology. 
The Bible and Geography. 


The Clergy and their Flocks, 


Shearing Time. 
The Clergy Hold U the People, 
One of a Very Nnmerous Olass. 


The Physician and the Flook. 

Duty to the Olergy. 

At Oonference Time. 

Work 155 s Methodist Conference in New York 


in . 
The Burden of the Oross. 
The Theologian’s Conception of Olerioal Priv- 


ileges. 
The Ark of the Lord, 
Sympathizing With their Pastor. 
One Triumphant Saint. 
Appearance and Fact. 
Obaplains in the Army and Navy. 
A Desirable Bargain. 


Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 
A Religious Procession. 
The Atonement Scheme. 


The Atonement Doctrine. 

Practical Application of the Atonement. 
The Great Efficacy of Baptism. 

How to Get a Halo and a Harp. 

Divine Beneficence. 

The Tabernacles of the Lord—I, 

A Few Victims of Divine Beneficence. 


Prayer. 
A Drouth in Cambri III., in 1887 
Onr Father in mene nE ' 
The Creeds. 
What Is Ohristianity ?—I. 
E 7 [3 II. 
„ € 44 III. 


qe Clamor of the Oreeds. 
ustaining the Oreeds. 


Missionaries. 
Hypooriay of Ohrigtian Missionary rtf 


Ohristian Missionaries in India. 
Missionary Methods in the Ohurch of England. 
A Poor Rnle That Doesn't Work Both Ways. 


The Lord's Instruments. 
Religious Rule. * 
Bible Doctrines and their Results. 


Biblical Temperance Statements. 3 
of y 7. Applied. 

The Christian Scheme from Genesis to the 
N Gospels, and the Practical Re- 
sults. 

The Authority of the Footpad. 

he Wisdom of Solomon. 

The Law and the Gospel Not the Same. 

Result of Faith at Findley. Ohio. 

Which Statements Shall We Be Damned for 
Disbelieving ? 8 

Fre ng of Christians Whenge they 
Obtaln and Where they Put their Sins. 

Jegng Paid It All. 

A Candidate for Glory—An Old Sinner, bnt a 
New Saint. 

Some Tests for True Believers. 

Following Ohrist. - 

An Earnest Ohrigtian. 

A Trial of Faith. 

The Faults in Ohristian Morality.—I. 

* [1] ob ab [13 —II 


4i 2 
—III. 


4. LI LI 


[T] “ 40 46 V. 
An Incident of a Snow. storm, January, 1889. 
Another Incident of Another Snow. storm. 

n the Anxious Seat. 
ifferent Stories of an Alleged Occurrence. 


The Church and Slavery. 
The Ghost in the Methodist Ohurchyard. 


Priests in Politics. 


The Colosans of New York. 2 
The Political Caliban and the Religions Rognes. 


Ireland and the Church. 
A Oontribntion to the Irish Qnestion. 


The Qhnrohes in Ireland. f 
The Gospel of Peace in Ireland. 


The Trouble With Pat. 


The Ory of the Ohnroh, 


Feelings.’ 

Shake, Old Man; We're on the Same Lay 
(Tammany ward worker to Methodist min- 
isterial delegate), 


Persecutions by the Church, 


The Burning of Brnno. 

The Only Thing on Which the Seots Agree. 
An Unwsloome Pilgrimage. 

When Obristians Made the Laws. 
Snperstition the Same in All Places and Ages. 
Banishment of Roger Williams. 

Oase of Dr. McGlynn—the Ohnroh Trone to Her 


ord. 
Oasting Pearls Before Swine. 
The Bigotry of Ohnrch and State. 


Some Allegories, 


The Genit who Preside Over the Road to 
Knowledge, 

The Three Graces of Infidelity. 

A Olerical Move. 

The Trinity that Rnled the World in the Dark 


Ages. 

Let the Ghosts Go.” 

The Race Between America’s Infidel Orator 
and England's Christian Statesman, 

The Enemy and the Friend of Liberty. 

Roman Oatholie Pandora’s Box. 
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For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
pu and a younger brother who were. left parent- 
ess, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 


Boll to be interested in; and whatever he admires” 


and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


GANCER 
Charles Wattss Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ily. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is It Founded on 

Reason, and Es It Sufficient to 

Meet the Needs of Mankind? 

Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 

Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Profa- 

tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 

Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 

Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 

Reply te Father Lambert's 

“Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 

Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents, > t 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con · 
struetiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. : 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which ts the More Reasonable? 
24pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. i 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel ef. 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Beli:fand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. ` 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rv. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N. Z. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Onristianity. 3, Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Mrs WANTED 


opportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 


and Tumors CURED: no knife: 
book free. Drs. GRATIGNY & DIX, 
No. 163 Elm St. Cincinnati, O. 


A 


22 pages in 


hy an old reliable firm; large profits, 
quick sales, SAMPLE FREE. K. T. 


842 Broadway. e 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


Kennedy’s Medical Discov- 
ery cures Horrid Old Sores, 


Deep Seated Ulcers of 40 
years standing, Inward Tu- 
mors, and every disease oi 
the skin, except Thunder 
Humor, and Canc*r that has 
taken root. Price, $1.50. 
Sold by every Druggist in 
the United States and Can- 
ada. | 


RELIGION OF MAN 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


OoNTENTS : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate, Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Oharterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of. Government. Duties of 8o- 
ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is.a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—{Boston Post. 

. A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities._{Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


| GIRARD'S WILL 


e 
Girard College Theology. 
AN EXPOSÉ — 
Of the perversion of Stephen Girard'smagnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Ohristian 
churches and Young Men'g 


Ohristian Associa- 
tion. 


By Bion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. ` Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of ChristianityP 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1, 

Address Tax TRUTH BEEEER. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
Tor Boys and Girls. 12mo, 883pp., $1.25. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Ohildren’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers ; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ERY-SQUARE: 


The Chureh of Practical Religion, 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and iiS success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to disonss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brougbt 
to his mind. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of ‘Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” ‘The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits._{The American Idea. : 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, . 
Philadelphia, Pa, 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo, 1,119pp. Cloth, $8; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
: 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Works ‘of Caleb $, Weeks 


Songs or the Morning. 212 pp.; cloth, 
75 cents. 

Selections from the Poets: With Re- 
sponses; Including Pope's Essay on Man, 

- with Responding Essay. 359 pp.; cloth; $1 25. 

The Philosopty of vil. 11 pp.; 
5 cents. 

Human Life; or, The Course of Time” 
as Been in the Open Light. An Epic Poem. 
Beven books in one vol., 8:9 pp.; cloth, $1.25. 


Press NOTTOES or ' Human Lire.” 

The New 2 nought (Ohicago) says: It is the best 
thing of the kind we ever saw. . To state the 
whole thing in the language of another, the first 
book shows what a heaven ig coming on this earth 


after it shall have passed through the necessary | § 
form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 


discipline, and the other books show what a hell 
of a time we have to get there.” . 

The Ohosaning Argus (Chesaning, Mich.) says : 
It is one grand sublime poem . . a perfect 
history in blank verge of the social and religious 
struggles of our earth, and would be good reading 
for those who have been interested in Looking 
Backward.” Describing Book 6, it says: „This 
shaper will be found especially interesting to 

ladies. 

The Phrenological Journal (New York) regards it 
as equal to the great epics of a hundred years 
ago or more. 


Mr. Edward Bellamy, author of ‘Looking 


.| Backward,” says: “I have read it with much in- 
terest. I am in entire sympathy with its spirit 


of boundless faith in human development.” 
Rev. R. Heber ' k 
significant indications of the signs of the times. 


The Nationalist, of Boston, considers its style a8 
equal to Milton’s, and gays it '* engages the read- 
er's attention with the first line and keeps it 


engrossed until the final word.” 


Brick Pomeroy’s Advance Thought (N. Y.) Bays : 


* Tt contains much to benefit hnmanity.” 
Address, S. G. W. BYINGTON and OO.. 
834 Fourth Ave., N. Y. 


New dition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
a 26 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photographs of Miss Gardener are for sale at 


this office, Price, 50 cents. 


AN EMBLEM OF 


Freedom, Progress, aa Reform. 


Bepresents the burning Torch of Reason, the 
d Free- 


rising Sun of Science, and the day of 


thought, in con- 
trast with the night 
and dark z ness of 
supersti tion; and 
Bymbo y lizes the 
evolution y) of pe 
wor à rom the 
night er / B 2 perati- 
ion to e da 
of e th ought, 
Boience, j md prr 
80n. 8 tg ign pai 
ontod WZ Had 24, 
1885. a de in 
two sion, N fA A like cut 
and small ARY or model, 
of goli gold,rich- 
lyenam V On 


tion. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
JEWELER, ROCHELLE, ILL, 


Send for beautiful card in Colors and Gold. of 
badge, and degcriptiv circulars of my famous 


“OTTO WETTSTEIN " Watch, tracts, eto. 


Bend 10 cents for 
>, this valuable book for 
t young and middle- 
f agod men, suffering 
G from a Life-wastin 
Disease, as the result 
7 of youthful follies, 
indiscretion, and ex- 
cesses in  maturer 
years. It sets forth 
an External Applica- 
a8 it matters not how 


tion—A POSITIVE OURE, 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 


dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy anda permanent cure. Ad- 
dress Dr.-Bobt: P, Fellows, Vineland, N. J., and 
say where you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 
press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 


ment, and deserves patronage.— Freethought, 


124 Market street. ! 
evening at 7.30. Lectures, debates and discus- 
sions On all important secular subjects. 


Newton says it is one of the 


and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. 
85 cents, 


Ziberal Mieelings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 


who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger - 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 ‘o'clock at 
Liberal Leagu 

st,, Newark, f 
religious and social questions. 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 


177 Halsey st. cor. Marke 
ectures and discussions on 
Beats free and 


e Hall, 
J. L 


Branch. — 
Assembles every Sunday 


Pres. 
ident, Henry BIRD; Secretary, Oona BELLE 


LAGG. : 

Brooklyn Philosophical Associa. 
tion : 

Meets at Fraternity n n avenue and 


South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P. M., every 
unday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat- 


Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ax d 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 


free discussions on religious and social questions. 


Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand atcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Seo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free disoussien on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Taz TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Burrs, Cor. See. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 ».M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Bunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall. Leoture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, S. E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANKLIN BTEINER, Prog. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society s 

Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'olook. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in Macdon- 
ald’s Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. Leot- 
ures, songs, and select roading, Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANE MonszE, Cor. Bec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr's 

Hall. Everybody invited. Mns. R. M. BERBA, 

Pres.: J. H. MoWiQLLIAMS, Rec. Sec. 


The Walla Walla Lib:ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDER; Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house, 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty," D. E. HIOE, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres; OHARLES SHEA; Sec. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


Meets every Sunday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, a.m. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. Oor. A. HARRIS Pres. 
Isaac8. LEE, Seo. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York, 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
i USE THE - 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL HYMN- Book contains songs 


11 
Pi 


the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes, 
ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
arton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Blenker, 

rice, 
Address Tug TauTE SEEEKER Oc. . 
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Hews of the Week. 


Tne sum given by Baron Hirsch to colonize 
Jews will be $15 000 000, and the number 
colonized will be 500,000 families. 


Tue largest church organ in Canada has 
been erected at Quebec, containing 5,772 
pipes and costing $50,000. 


THE grip is raging fa- 
tally in England. 


DELAWARE has become 
the twenty fifth state to 
adopt ballot reform. 


PREMIEE MEROwE of 
uebec has been givenan 
audience by the pope. 


Rev. Me. Horwzs, of 
Dubuque, Ill., has been 
caught counterfeiting. 


Tue Socialist and Sin- 
gle Tax parties will not 
join the People’s party. 


PROREIRITTON of crimi- 
nal and pauper immigra- 
tion may be expected 
soon. 


CARDINAL GIBBONS has 
sent a complimentary 
message by phonograph 
to Edison. 


Tug Catholic Society 
for the Propagation of 
the Faith last year re- 
ceived $1,400,000. 


Rv. Gro. ANDREWS, 
of Essex, Mass., has been 
convicted of firing his 
store to get insurance. 


Prvts Indians in Hum- 
boldt county, Nev., tied 
a reputed witch toa tree, 
and, dancing around her, 
slowly hacked her to 


" 


WORLD'S SAGES, 


tiste, etc. (who were not Ohristians Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible 
from the time of Mena to the pres- h 8v0, Rel Yol. If, Describes 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; the Religious Bystemsof the World. 
leather, $4; mor., g. e., $4.50. 8v0,957pp. Oloth, $3 per vol.; the 


BY D. M. BENNETT. rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
THE TRUTH SEEEERB OO., BY D. M. BENNETT. 
38 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 
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pieces with knives. 


TRR Jews expelled by 
the Christian czar will 
ask the Mohammedan 
sultan of Turkey to giv 
them land for a settle- 
ment in Palestine. 


Epison recommends 25.cent admission and 
opening on Sunday to the World's Fair di- 
rectors, for benefit of workingmen. 


SrorETaRY Foster will send a committee 


to Europe to investigate the alleged practice 
of freeing criminals on promis to emigrate 
to America. 


BRAZIL has had its first strike, and Catho- 
lics cry out at what they term this first fruit 
of modern ideas, aggrieved at the working- 
men’s presumption. 


New York reporters who hav been pump- 
ing hypnotic subjects and otherwise inves- 
tigating, announce that public exhibitors of 
hypnotism are frauds and their performances 
effected by collusion. 


A zion Georgia farmer, named J.J. Duces, 
whose land adjoins Andersonville prison, has 
been indicted by his fellow-members of the 
Baptist church for opposing the will of God 
by putting lightning-rods on his house. 


TRR Jews expelled from Russia are forced 
to buy passports before leaving. Those who 
do not hav passports at the frontier are 
stripped of money and every article of value, 
and hav to tramp ten or fifteen days to 
Hamburg. 

TRR pope’s encyclical on the social ques- 
tion is Pabe translated from Latin into Italian, 
German, English, French, Irish, Bpanish, 
Portuguese, Polish, Hungarian, and Czech. 
Copies will be sent to all sovereigns and 
presidents. 

An Italian professor here says that the 
Mafia was bred in the damnable ignorance 
and idleness in which kings and popes, the 
Bourbons of Naples and the priests, kept the 
kingdoms of the two Sicilians from the divi- 
sion of Europe in 1815.” - 


A soy at Los Antville, Ind., ill of a malig- 
nant fever, was refused medicin and treated 
by faith curers. He died, and the fever spread 
to other families. On the 28d the Christian 
Scientists were about to attend a lady, when 
they were mobbed and driven out of town. 


Possession of a girl named Violet Nevin 
is being contested in many courts in England 
by Protestant and Catholic relativs, the 
litter claiming her on the ground of a pre- 
nuptial promis made by the Protestant father 
to the priest who joined him to the Catholic 
mother, that the c ffspring should be reared 
in the Catholic faith. 


Tur Adirondacks will be denuded of their 
forests by capitalists, abetted by the towns 
and lumber camps of the ‘region. The 
Hudson, Mohawk, Black, Salmon, Baranac, 
Indian, Au Sable, and other rivers will 
thereby be dwindled to creeks most of the 
year, while in spring their floods will be dev- 
astating. A great tract will be desolated 
and innumerable cities and towns ruined, 
but the corruptness of the legislature makes 
it probably impossible to avert the disaster. 
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Calendar for 1891, 
Freethought in the United States, 


Sreethi 
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Story of the Year Abroad, 
Some Alaskan Myths. Ida C. Crad- 
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Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philos 
e eee eee NoD AE 
New Boh min. 


ders of 
ent Boien- 


` 8 vols.,$5; leather, $7; mo- 


JODS AND RELIGIONS 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


Fully all 
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Gems of Thought. 


Prery and. conformity to them that like, 
Peace, obesity, allegiance, to them that like, 
I am he who tauntingly compels men, women, 
Ging Jeep. 3 ee ee e UN ? 
ing, Leap from your seats and contend | 
for your lives! — Walt Whitman, 


I Founp Christians all at variance about 
. these doctrins, unable to 


agree as to what the rev- 


D 
Hus [| 


elation of God really re- 


vealed. .I found that 
many scholars doubted 
the genuinness and au- 
thenticity of the gospels, 
and all the probabilities 
seemed to me to be on 
their side. The Dutch 
school of criticism gave 
_asatiefactory explanation 
of the Bible as a compi- 
lation of Hebrew litera- 
ture. Science, human- 
ity, and reason were op- 
posed to tradition; and 
I gave up tradition.— 
Robert O. Adams. 


Is it not to the purpose 
here to remark, that 
what has been blasphemy 
in one country has often 
been piety in another? 
Suppose a Tyrian mer- 
chant Janded at the port 
of Canope; he might be 
scandalized by seeing an 
onion, a cat, or a goat, 
carried in procession; he 
mightspeak indecorously 
of Isheth, Oshireth, and 
Horeth; he might ex- 
press his opinion at sup- 


per, or even sing some 
song in which the Tyrian 


sailors made a jest of the 
Egyptian absurdities. 
He might be overheard 


zw by the maid of the inn, 


a 3 
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WITH ILLUSTRATIONS. * 


CONTENTS. 
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dock, Corresponding Secretary of 
the American Secular Union. Illus- 


trated, - - 


Thaddeus B. Wakeman, 
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Anent Spooks: Where are They? 


Where the Roman Catholics Got 
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Gaining Ground in England, 


— — 2 —ñ 


NEW YORE: 


KY PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, ff 


5 o 
Ae. 
Ko qo 
o A o 


PRICE 


25 CENTS. 


the Advocacy of Reform. A. B. 


53 


| 


N 
LÀ 


j 


And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed. to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she constrained him to eat 
bread. And so it was, that, as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread.—2 Kings iv, 8. 
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whose conscience would 
not suffer her to conceal 
80 enormous a crime; 
she would run and de- 
nounce the offender. 
The tribunal of the 
shoens, or shotim, would 
condemn the Tyrian blasphemer to a dreadful 
death, and confiscate his vessel. Yet this 
merchant might be considered at Tyre as one 
of the most pious persons in Phonicia.— 
Voltaire, 


THE more confident you are on just grounds 
of being in the right, the more fearlessly 
ready should you be to hear all.that can be 
urged on the other side. — Whateley. 


We liv in the midst of religious machinery. 
Many mechanics at piety, often only appren- 
tices and slow to learn, are turning the vari- 
ous ecclesiastical mills, and the creak of the 
motion is thought the voice of God.— Theo- 
dore Parker. 


No invaders ever found patriots so desper- 
ate as a man who attacks a prejudice finds 
the peaceful possessors of its realm. Error 
livs in the hearts of its subjects; it is the 
most venerated and beloved of monarchs.— 
Lord Lytton. - 


O prace! O form! 
How often dost thou with thy case, thy 
habit, 
Wrench awe from fools, and tie the wiser 
souls 


To thy false seeming ! — Shakspere. 


Ovr opinions are but running streams, 
flowing in various ways; but truth and jus- 
tice are ever the same and permanent, and 
our opinions break about them as the waves 
round a rock, while they stand firm forever. 
— Fortnightly Review. 


BEWARE of a nominal acquiescence in cer- 
tain alleged truths, because you hav been 
taught them in your infancy, or because they 
are the established opinions of those with 
whom you are connected. . . . It is the 
part of a well-regulated mind not only to 
know the truths, but to know the grounds on 
which they are believed to be true.— A ber- 
erombie. 


Tar Swiss people present to the political 

philosopher the unexpected aud most remark- 
able social phenomenon of a people eminently 
moral in conduct, yet eminently irreligious ; 
at the head of the moral state in Europe, not 
merely for absence of numerous or great 
crimes, or of disregard of right, but for ready 
obedience to law, for honesty, fidelity to their 
engagements, for fair-dealing, sobriety, in- 
dustry, orderly conduct, for good govern- 
ment, useful public institutions, general well- 
being, and comfort; yet at the bottom of the 
scale for religious feeling, observances, or 
knowledge, especially in the Protestant can- 
(tons, in which prosperity, well-being, and 
morality seem to be, as compared to the 
Catholic cantons, in an inverse ratio to the 
influence of religion on the people. 5 
It is a very remarkable social state, similar, 
perhaps, to that of the ancient Romans, in 
whom morality and social virtue were also 
sustained without the aid of religious influ- 
ences.— Laing. 
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it reems, must with man come up from the earth, and if at | tion of material molecules, and electricity is the motor. | to some of the most important events of his life. Asto the 
death it passes from the body into space, then by this proc- | Now, my conclusions are (and if I had the time and space | place and time that certain events are said to hav happened 
ess the earth would diminish as long as man existed upon it. | I could produce much evidence to sustain them), that what | and miracles to hav been performed, there is positivly no 
But this may be a law of nature. Then it is said or believed | we call electricity and magnetism is all the force, all the in. | harmony among the four writers. And all the accounts of 
by learned men that the earth is continually Increasing in | telligence, all the deity, Ghost, and soul that there is. That | miracles performed hav never been accepted as natural events. 
bulk or weight by condensation or solidification of invisible | instead of spirits there jg one universal Spirit which ani- | They are looked upon as outside of the ordinary course of 
matter attracted to it. Whatever views we may entertain | mates and controls every material organism, and that I am | nature. The performer of miracles is looked upon as being 
` concerning these things, it is certain that we are as yet but | only one of its organized batteries through which it works, | supernatural, the writer of them as being inspired, and there 
babes in the way of learning pertaining to the invisible | and that when I pass through that stage called death the | 18 not a particle of evidence of either. 
forces of nature. WX. Harr. | spirit will not be dead, extinct. It will only cease to circu-| As to the fact that people hav believed the Bible being evi- 
late through my nervous system, and will return to the great | dence of its inspiration, it is absurd and foolish. Thousands 
Theo as a drop of water returns to the ocean. And my con- | of people hav lived and died firmly believing that there is 
dition after death will be just the same as before birth. but one God and Mohammed is his prophet. About three hun- 
f ' P. T. SRUMAK ER. | dred million of people to-day believe that the Koran is the 
inspired word of God. Is that any evidence to you of the truth 


CENTRALIA, Kan., May 21, 1891. 
Mx. Error: Should you think the inclosed notice of the 
death of my son worthy I would be glad to hav it appear in 


the grand old TRUTH SRRKRR. 

I hav been watching both Tae Terura BERKER and the 
Investigator for some definit reply of the postmaster-general 
to your and the Investigator’s attempt to get an honest deci- 
oor in relation. to the mailability of the so-called Holy 

e. : 

Now allow me to suggest the idea of publishing in pam- 
phlet or some other form the chapters of the Bible containing 
the vile and filthy language. I think it would force him to 
a point where his holiness would hav to speak. If a book 
containing this holy filth could or would be allowed to go 
through the mails, Ido not know of any book that ought 
not to go through in the mails just the same. I am opposed 
to all indecent and vile prints being sent over the land by 
mail or otherwise, no matter from what source they come. 
If I was able (as I once was) I would bear the expense 
of the publication alone, and present it to the two holies— 
Comstock and the postmaster-general. I think that would 
bring them to their senses. I would giv the book some high- 
sounding title. ‘Filth from the Holy Bible” would do, I 
think. But I am poor now, and having passed the seventy- 
fifth milestone in the rough journey of life, battling for 
truth, free thought, and free speech, I must be content. 

6. W. SKINNER. 


Drzp.—At Colorado Springs, Col., May 7, 1891, of La grippe 
followed by pneumonia, George Skinner, Jr. 

He had reached and passed the midway milestone in the 
journey of life. Death had no terrors for him, life had few 
joys. His only regret was for hisaged father and mother and 
sister Maud. He welcomed death as a release from suff -ring. 
He did not fear to go, to take the welcome messenger by the 
hand, to tread the way unknown and distant, and bid farewell 
to father, mother, brother, and sisters. Handin hand with 
his best of friends, death, he crossed the narrow channel that 
divides the mysteries of life from the sterner mysteries of 
death. He has left us standing on the narrow isthmus of 
time, between the great gulfs, the past and future, soon to 
follow him. He died as he lived, free from all superstition, 
a noble, manly man. But he bas gone and left us. My 
household bond is broken, the thread has parted, the web is 
marred. He suffered no pain, no convulsions, only a deep, 
dreamless sleep settled calmly over his heart, eye, and brain. 
He was buried, as he often wished to be, where the sad, slow 
music of the wailing pines will continually vibrate around 
and about him in his lowly bed. 

Maud writes that she left him to be guarded by the snow- 
crowned Rockies, and I know that as long as earth exists 
they will faithfully guard him. Here we leave him to slum- 
ber in his grave forever. G. W. SEINNER. 


Ognar Fats, Ia., May 20, 1891. 

Mz. Eprroz: I hav just had a revelation. It has this 
night been revealed to me that such men as D. M. Bennett, 
Moses Harman, Watts, Remsburg, Jamieson, R. G. Ingersoll. 
yourself, and others, are the true followers of Jesus; that 
such men as J. Cook, Orosby, Braden, and Talmage are the 
embassies of satan (evil); that the churches are the temples 
of the devil, and that the aristocratic church-members are 
tbe very class Jesus denounced when he was alive. He be- 
held Jerusalem and wept over it on account of its cruelty and 
wickedness. This was exactly my case with Cedar Falls on 
the 15th of this month, when I learned that they had arrested 
and imprisoned a poor old one-legged man for selling lead 
pencils on the street without paying a (tariff) license of $5 a 
day. And following the advice of Jesus, I visited the 
prisoner and found him in a dungeon that is a disgrace to 
civilization. The building is not very nice on the outside, 
but on the inside I found it filthy almost beyond imagina. 
tion. Of course I had to look through the grates and could 
not see the vermin, but the poor one-legged man on the 
‘inside said the blankets were so filled with vermin (lice) and 
they bit him so that he could notsleep. There were no ves- 
sels furnished by the city, and the prisoners for a long time 
had been compelled to use the floor for an outhouse. This 
is what he said, and from what I could see through the 
grater, I believed it to be true. I then went to the leading 


to go with me and see for themselvs. I should hav included 


city council, manager of both of the English papers, and 
also two ex-mayors of the city. I begged of them to go 
and exaniin the place, but was only told that it was none 
of their business, and many of them told me that I had 
better mind my own business. I will venture the assertion 
that these men are all church-members, and that they are a 
fair specimen of the church-member& generally. 


FLAT Creek, La., May 10, 291. 

Mz. Eorror: I am now fifty-five years old. I am in life's 
decline. The infirmities of old age are creepipg on. I grew 
up between the plow handles on a backwoods farm, and 
educsted myself by my own efforts after I became a man. 
Iam now running a little backwoods farm and supporting 
& little family with my own individual labor, and hav not 
time to write for the press. I was born a thinker, and Free- 
thinker, with an intense thirst for knowledge. 1 hav al. 
ways been a close and discriminating observer, a close stu- 
dent of nature and of books. My mind was never satisfied 
with partial knowledge, but desired to solve mysteries and 
to go to the bottom of any subject which I took up for study, 
and not to be deceived or humbugged. [ hav studied nat- 
ure, science, and theology as much as my limited means 
and time would admit, and feel it to be a duty to giv, while 
I can, to your family of truth seekers the benefit of what I 
hav learned, or of what I think I hav learned, and to sub- 
mit my ideas to the test of free criticism. I long since 
formed a resolution never to espouse any cause which could 
not stand the test of free discussion before the people. 

I hav found nature too vast for my comprehension. She 
extends beyond the reach of my perceptiv faculties and my 
comprehension both in minuteness and grandness; but when 
nature js reduced to ultimate analysis, according to the best 

‘lights that we possess her constituent parts may be ex. 
pressed with three words—spirit, matter, motion. The only 
spirit known to ua, discoverable by our senses or the appli. 
ances of science, is what we call electricity and magnetism. 
This mysterious, subtil force is not perceptible to our 
senses. We only know that it is, because we can perceive 
its influence upon material bodies. This subtil force is be- 
lieved to bs infinit; to be associated with every material 
atom, molecule, mass, and organism ; it fills the same space 
and at the same time with material bodies, and will jump 
or fly through space from one material body to another, and 
flows through dense material with more facility than it does 
through rare material. Now, as we cannot go to the bottom 
of matter to find out what itis, we cannot affirm that electric- 
ity is not matter, bu; ita known characteristics seem to indi- 
cate that it is not matter, and if it is not spirit there is noth- 
ing known to us which is entitled to that name. 

A God, or deity, has been inferred from the phenomena of 
nature, and it is now well-nigh a settled fact that what we 
call electricity and magnetism produce sli the phenomena. 
Heat and light play their part, but they are only sensible 
manifestations to us of electrical or chemical ac:ion. Heat 
and light are sensible manifestations of the oscillatory mo- 


the insane asylum, because I dared to differ from the ma. 


man under the name of law. M. W. Sr. Joun. 
CR DAR FALLS, IA , May 7, 1891. 


for many years. 
will faithfully perform all his agreements and contracts. 
J. T. Knape & Oo., Bankers. 
G. H Boznuruen, Hardware. 
Horeman & HOFFMAN, Groceries. 
A. Mert, Lumber. 


A LETTER TO A FRIEND. 

Srinivas, Mo., April 12, 1891. 
My Dear FRIEND: The length of my letter will be my ex- 
cuse for not answering yours sooner. 


made me will destroy me. 
uneasiness upon that score. 


help it. So Iam not responsible. I may change my opinion, 
but it will depend upon evidence; Icannot change it at will, 


as much reason to believe the Bible as any other history, and 
that thousands of people hav believed it for hundreds of 
years. I am surprised at you. The Bible is no history. His- 
tory deals in events of nations and happenings among men ; 
and accounts considered true and historical are always cor- 
roborated by contemporary evidence. History has nought 
to do with the supernatural, while the Bible writer revels 
in the supernatural, the grotesque, and the miraculous, and 
is not corroborated by evidence sufficient on which to base a 
belief. The Jews, the very people who are said to hav been 
eye-witnesses of the miracles performed by Jesus, did not 
believe that he was divine. They did not believe that he 
performed miracles or that he arose from the dead. The 
very people among whom it is said that he wandered for 
twenty-five or thirty years, and performed his wondrous 
works, looked upon him 8s an impostor. The four writers 
who giv their respectiv narrative of Jesus all disagree as 


tenaciously to their religion as do the Christians. 
at home, what of the followers of Joseph Smith? A great 


merchants, to the lawyers, and other prominent men of the 
city, men that are willing to take my word in business mat- 
ters, aud even gave me a letter of recommendation as being 
in every way reliable (a specimen of which I will giv you 
below), and asked them (perhaps fifty of them) if they were 
ever inside of their city prison. They all answered, No, 
they knew nothing of the condition of the inside. And some 
thought the building itself was a disgrace to the place. I 
then told them the condition of the inside, and asked them 


in this catalog the mayor, city attorney, chairman of the 


' Be it known that Cedar Falls is the town where I hav been 
stoned, egged, and spit on; threatened with hanging, and 


jority with regard to theology and the cruel treatment of 


To whom it may conern: We hav known M. W. St. John 
He is in every sense a reliable man, and 


You seem to think 
that I am lost unless I speedily change my opinion upon 
religion—that the great, good, and merciful God who 
My friend, giv yourself no 
Did God not know when he 
created me that I would not believe the inspiration of the 
Jewish Bible; that I would not believe in the divinity 
of Ohrist ; also that I would not believe that the author of 
all this universe would create a poor miserable being in 
this world for the sole purpose of torturing him in some 
other? And, my friend, do you not know that I can in no 
way alter my belief? I believe a thing or I do not believe 
in spite of myself. I hav no control over my belief. I hear 
the evidence and I believe or I do not believe, and I cannot 


You say there is just as much evidence, and men hav just 


of the Mohammedan religion ? Millions of Buddhists hold as 
And here - 


many people hav believed that Smith was an inepired 
prophet, and how is it that you do not believe in Mormon. 
ism? A few years ago people believed in witches, and s0 
firm were they in that belief that a great number of innocent 
people were burnt as witches. And yet I don't think you 
believe in witchcraft. 

I do not think that there ever was an insane theory bred 
in the disordered brain of fanatics in any age but what had 
followers, no matter how absurd and foolish it might be. 
Some people must be led, and they will follow, no matter 
where. So if this is a reason why you believe the Christian 
religion the true one, you hav the same reasons to believe 
the same of all other religions. 

All unbelievers recant on their death-beds and die in fear, 
say you. Iam sorry that you hav so long been hood winked 
by priests. Paine seems to be the one singled out and comes 
in for the most calumny and abuse. All priests and religious 
fanatics failed a few years ago to furnish any evidence that 
Paine recanted on his death-bed. All could slander the 
dead; none could furnish evidence enough to get the one 
hundred dollars in gold offer d by Colonel Ingersoll for one 
particle of evidence that Paine recanted or that Voltaire did 
not pass away as calmly as the coming of the dawn. Why 
do the preachers, priests, and fanatics talk of Paine and 
Voltaire? Why do they not tell you that D. M. Bennett, 
Charles Bradlaugh, Courtlandt Palmer, and a host of others 
recanted? Simply because they know better. There are 
too many living witnesses that those great unbelievers fell 
asleep without believing in the doctrin of eternal pain. The 
clergy can lie about the death of Paine or Voltaire, and their 
lies are believed by people who take no trouble to investigate 
the facts for themeelvs, because the deaths of those two men 
are shrouded in the shadowy mists of the past. It is very 
likely that the clergy will claim one hundred years from now 
—if there is any clergy—that Bennett and Bradlaugh died 
most miserable deaths; that they prayed, sang psalms, and 
saw weird and hideous sights, ghostly visions of devils eager 
to get possession of their souls. There has always been a 
superstitious notion among men that in death the vail is rent 
asunder and the dying are enabled to see the future. The 
mutterings and vagaries talked by the enfeebled, diseased, 
delirious, and irrational are looked upon by the ignorant as 
wisdom and a foresight into the future that in their most 
healthy and rational moments they were deprived of. How 
childish this idea! In what way can the dying know more 
than the living? Inthe healthiest, happiest moments of all 
man’s existence is when the mind is f eest from shadow. It 
is then that it is the most actív. While all know that & 
disease of the body more or less impairs the mind. Must 
we go to the dying for evidence of a future existence, for 
evidence of a world of happiness and a world of everlasting 
pain? How vague and unsatisfactory must such evidence be 
to theliving—evidence obtained duriog the pain and horror of 
dissolution from lips that quiveringly utter half-formed, in- 
Coherent words of no meaning, from sightless eyes that gaze 


‘| as they swim in death on nothing, while nervous hands wan- 


der aimlessly through empty air as if in search of one more 
tender clasp of those they love, while with sobs of grief and 
wails of almost broken hearts the loving ones cry aloud and 
seemingly struggle with death to hold their darling back 
from the dark and misty shadowy realms of the unknown. 
A time, indeed, for Christian evidence! And the Christian 
is certainly welcome to the consolation he derives from such 
scenes. The testimony of the dying crazed by pain and 
suffering is no evidence only to the most ignorant. No one 
ever knew of an unbeliever of true and honest convictions 
ever recanting. There are, no doubt, some men claiming to 
be unbelievers, who are not, and who fear the approach of 
death. They fawningly hug their idol whom they hav pre- 
tended to cast off, but they are not and never were unbe- 
lievers in the old Jewish book of fables a single day in their 
lives—just a8 hundreds pretend to believe the Bible and do 
not believe one word of it. The orthodox Christian has 
nothing but contempt for the man who dares to deny the 
truth of his Bible. He keeps aloof from the depraved Int- 
del in life, but on the approach of death he will hover over 
bim like a hungry wolf or devouring vulture, and will tori. 
ure and twist every utterance of the dying into prayers and 
recantations. ` 

My friend, you hav been imposed upon by designing men. 
Take a resolution that you will not believe everything that a 
priest or preacher tells you—that you will investigate these 
things for yourself. Read Paine's Age of Reason” and 
you will not believe that he recanted. Read your Bible as 
you would read any other book and you will not be so 
shocked after all to know that there are people in this world 
who will not believe that God is a monster, that all cruelties 
and crimes recorded in the Bible are his commands, that he 
sits smiling in heaven while millions suffer all the tortures of 
the damned in a world of everlasting pain. 
Yours truly, JASPER BEADSBURY. 
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Childrena Carnet. 


Idited by Miss Sosan H. Wixon, Pall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communteations for 
this Oorner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower. 
Oomes a pause in the day's occupations 
That ia known as the Ohildren'a Hour.” 


Thae Wee-Bit Lass 0’ Mine, 


Vi her ain grannie's tartan shawl 
She haps hersel’ sae fine, 

An’ hairt 0' gowd she cleeds wi’ white, 
Sic wee-bit lass o’ mine; 

Ane dizzen roses owre her cheeks 
An’ twa lips red as wine. 


Sae mickle sinn bane wry lare dure 
An’ winnocks frae her ee 

Lak’ ony bella ‘lang prairie neuks— 
Sic bells o' bonnie blea ; 

Wi’ han’ sae leal an’ fit sag licht 
She aye maun gang wi’ me. 


Thae wa’s sae deekit frae her hair 

Ane maist wad spak' an aith, 
ae bauld she paints thae maigs tai stan’, 

An' kys wi’ sonsie graith, _ 

Wi’ puir, auld tyke pit down sae she, 
Gi sae he’s b'ait an’ laith. 

Wi’ sang nae mair, tae wark I gae 
Maist ilka simmer morn ; 

Nae mair my ain bairns unco’ blithe 
Wae walkit mang thae corn, 

But this ama’ wean wauks mang sangs 
O' birdies i’ thae thorn. 

Clearwater, Neb., May 22, 1891. MARX B. FINON. 


— 9 99———— —— 


Parental Authority. 

I was very much interested in reading an 
article entitled TWO Types of Firmness ” in 
the last issue of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and in 
the illustration the author gave. 

I hav often enjoyed reading Miriam’s es- 
says to the Children's Corner, but could not 
resist the temptation to criticise her method of 
punishing ‘“ Master Tom" for disobeying his 
father. She says: ‘‘ Had I been the father 
and he still persisted in staying out, when he 
got ready to come in he would find the door 
fastened against him. He would certainly 
lose the satisfaction of sleeping in my 
second-best live-geese feather-bed that he is 
. go fond of occupying. He could stay in the 

yard, or go into the barn and ‘stay with the 
cattle. In the morning, if he should come 
sneaking into the house for his breakfast he 
could hav it only on these conditions—by ask- 
ing my pardon for his disobedience, and 
promising to mind me like a good boy in the 
future. And that is the way I would train 
Master Tom.” 

Now, that seems to me a very poor way to 
correct a boy and bring him up to hav the 
proper affection for his parents. In the first 
place, I think the father was the most to 
blame. I do not think he had any business 
whatever to speak to his son in that tone. If 
he had told Tommy why he wanted him to 
come in, he would never hav been answered 
in that insolent way. When I hear of par- 
ents, guardians, or teachers complaining of 


disrespect from boys or girls, I always come: 


to the conclusion that it has been provoked 
by their irritableness, or the example has 
been set by their elders in some way or other. 
I hav seen some children that are quiet, or- 
derly, and as well behaved as one could wish 
them tobe. And it is always followed up by 
their parents never scolding, or fault-finding, 
and ordering them around. Oonsequently, 
they do not hav the trouble that other par- 
ents hav who are forever punishing and cor- 
recting their children. And such children 
are generally found out nights,” insolent to 
their teachers and friends, selfish to their 
school-mates, and making themselvs disagree- 
able wherever they are. 

I will giv the following illustration for Mir- 
jam's benefit: A lady of my acquaintance 
gave her little son permission to join some 
other boys spinning tops. He had not been 
out long when ghe called for him to come in. 
Like Master Tom, he demurred, and the 
mother, possessing that type of firmness so 
admirsble in Miriam’s eyes, came out armed 
with the “rod of chastisement,” and with a 
“PI see whether I am to be obeyed or not 
young man,” proceeded to administer à casti- 
gation to her little son for not coming in 
when she wished, to relieve her of the care of 


her little infant whose existence her little boy | 


had nothing to do with. That boy is noted 
for his insolence and mischievous disposition, 
and his mother is forever correcting him. 
Buch cases are so common, and people, 
while telling what they would do, never stop 
to think of the cause of it. It all springs 
from the popular error that children are un- 


der obligations to their parents. For my part 
I never could see where the obligation came 
in. Were the children ever consulted about 
their opinion when they were brought into 
existence? Do you suppose the parents ever 
thought of the pain and misery that helpless 
little infants would hav to go through as they 
held them in their arms? It certainly does not 
look much like it. In regard to what I hav 
just said, I agree with Mr. Pentecost. But I 
would not go so far as he did, to say that the 
obligation was entirely on the parents’ side. 
For there is no mistake but that most parents 
sacrifice a great deal for their children’s sake. 
Still, they ought not to receive praise for that, 
for it is plain that it is a purely selfish motiv 
that prompts it. It seems to me that Miri- 
am's idea of punishing disobedient Tom is 
not only cruel and unjust but hurtful. To 
fasten your doors against your son and make 
him sleep in the yard would, in my estima- 
tion, be a thousand times worse than a severe 
* old-fashioned” whipping would be. It is 
contrary to the laws of hygiene. The idea 
of making a boy sleep out of doors, and per- 
haps take a severe cold, simply because he 
refused to come in when told to! Had I 
been the father I would hav given my rea- 
sons for wanting him to come in, then, if he 
wished to stay out, he could. I think if 
Master Tom had been treated in that manner, 
Icould safely vouch for the proper respect 
for his parents. It would be better than re- 
gpect—it would be love. And if parents hav 
the love and confidence of their children they 
hav nothing to fear. Be truthful to your 
child and it will be truthful to you. 

Bufalo, N. Y. Ipa A. BALLOU. 
— . ñ—œ4⅛ä6 — 
Correspondence. 

Rooxvittx, Ina., May 13, 1891. 
Dear Miss WIxXON: I thought I would 
write to the Children’s Corner for the first 
time. Iam ten years old, and I am going to 
school. My studies are reading, spelling, 
writing, singing, physiology, and geography. 
The teacher’s name is Mr. James F. Smith. 
I cannot think of anything more to write, so 
I will close for this time. - 

From your true little Freethinker, 
CHARLES C. CARLTON. 


BLoouDALTk, O., May 17, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a few lines to you. My papa takes 
Tur TzurH SxRKER. I go to school and am 
nine years old. My teacher’s name is Mrs. 
Todd. Iam in the Second Reader, and be- 
sides study spelling, grammar, writing, and 
arithmetic. love to go to school. Ilove 
my teacher too. Ihav two pet cats; they 
are very playful. We all hav fun watching 
them. I must now close. 

Your little friend, 


Broompatz, O., May 17, 1891. 

DEAR Miss Wrxon: Seeing the many nice 
letters in the Corner, I thought I would write 
one, too. 

We take TuE TRUTH SEEKER, F'reethinker's 
Magazine, and the Chicago Liberal. 

Papa has nearly ten volumes of TRR TRUTH 
SEEKER, and it givs us much pleasure to look 
over them. 

I like George Remsburg’s letters; they 
are Very interesting. 

I like the idea of starting a children’s pa- 
per, and think that you could make it so 
nice and interesting that even those who did 
not hav children would subscribe for it. 

I am thirteen years old, and hav one brother 
and sister younger than myself. As this is 
my first letter, I will not make it too lengthy. 

Remaining your Freethinker friend, 
` GUSSIE GERMANN. 


CLARA GERMANN. 


Corus, NRB., May 16, 1891. 

Miss Wixox: I write to let you know that 
there isa Liberal family away out in west- 
ern Nebraska. | 

Father takes TRE Truru SkRRKRR. I like 
to look at the pictures and read the Chil- 
dren’s Corner. 

This is a beautiful country. We liv on the 
north side of the North Platte river. We 
can catch all the fish we want to eat. We 
caught half a sack full the other day; the 
largest one weighed four pounds, the small- 
est one weighed two pounds. We can.see 
Laramie peak from our honse. We liv six 
miles from the Wyoming line. 

I hav three sisters. One is older than Iam 
and two younger ; the oldest one is eighteen, 
the other two are eight and ten. I am twelve 


years old. My two youngest sisters and I go | 


to Bunday-school, because there is no other 
place to go to. I like to hear the singing. 
Oh, I am taking up too much of your valu- 
able space, so I will close. 
Your Freethinker friend, 
MABEL Coonzax. 


Miss Susan H. Wixon: I hav been for 
several years a subscriber to Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER, and am well pleased with the man- 
agement of the Children’s Corner. Iam re- 
joiced to know that a few children in this 
country hav not their minds bastiled by. 
Christianity—that is, superstition, ignorance, 
and hypocrisy. I know, not that my re- 
deemer liveth, but that if every child of 


America was taught according to your ideas 
a redeemer would be unnecessary. Now, we 
need many saviors (Miss Wixons, TRUrn 
SEEKERS, and the like) in the United States 
to preserve our children from being contam- 
inated by the orthodoxy of religion. I send 
you herewith a silly poem about a silly busi- 


ness, which perhaps might cause a laugh for | 


some one of your many young readers of the 
Children's Corner. If you like, please pub- 
Mish in Tae TRUTH Seexer Children's Corner. 
Very truly, Epwis W. BEROBER. 
[Thanks, brother, for kind words. The 
knowledge that we are accomplishing some 
good in the world is very gratifying.— Ep. 
C. C. 
PRAYERS OF MY OHILDHOOD. 
Twas ever thus my childhood heard 
Our pious parson pray; 
He called for rain which never came— 
"Twas God's mysterious way! 


He asked that God would giv his sun 
To us without delay, 

And God gave three weeks more of rain— 
‘Twas his mysterious way. 


He 'seeched that all who heard him then 
Might not from Christ's fold stray, 

But the devil captured half his flock— 
"T was God's mysterious way. 


He 'sought that Christ would be with us 
Throughout the holy day— 

That day bis wife did break her arm 
"T was God's mysterious way. 


He prayed for all that's truly good, 
He wished to hav his say, 

Then a hornet stung him sur le nez— 
Oh! God's mysterious way. 


He wished to God the Holy Ghost 
Would come and with us stay, 

But we didn't see it with our eyes— 
Twas God's mysterious way. 


EDwWwW N. BEROHER. 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends will please send ‘stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
: Snowville, Va. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


Evolution Series, 


—0— $ 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 


No, 1.—Alfred Russell W . 
Oer, Fh. B. d Ruen Wallace, by Edward D 


portrait, 
No. 2.—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man ; with portrait. 


` Price, 10 Cents each. 
For sale &t The Truth Seeker Office. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I. EvoLurion, ANTIQUITY, BACTERIA, Ero, 
William Durham, F. R. S. E. eae 


II. Astronomy; Sun, Moon, STARS, è ill- 
iam Durham, F. R. S. E. Ero. By Will 


These handy series of volumes on science—of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casnal reader. They supply a popular need. 

The price of each ig 50 cents in cloth. -` 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
12x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 
for25cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


AGENTS make [00 PER CENT and vin $748 CASH Prizes 


on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines. 
Sample free. Territory, Dr. Brldgman, 375 B'way, N. Y. 


Patents ! 
Patents ! 
Patents ! 


The entire cost of securing patents on small articles 
and simple machines is $5o. Of this amount the Govern- 
ment receives $35. 

Poor inventors, having valuable inventions, will be 
aided in obtaining patents on the same, and trusted for 
the amount. : 

Correspondence invited. 

Address: 


EDWIN N. BEECHER, 

SOLICITOR OF PATENTS, 
[Inventor and "Infidel,"j 

Marion (Hartford Co.) Conn. 


WIVES!!! 
? Is Your Time Worth Something ? 
? Do You Require Copies ? 


USE 


THE EXPRESS DUPLICATOR. 


. 10-150 copies from any original writing. No 
mechanism, no washing, no trouble. Simplest 
and pont duplicating device. Note size $4.50; oap 
size $7.50. D EE 


Headquarters for Manifolding Apparatus, 
O. BENSINGER AxD CO, ; 
307 Dey Street, New York 


E] 


TRUTH. SEEKER LIBRARY. 


“he World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 


Reformers. The Biographies of 
throe hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
resent. By D. M. Benner. 1,075 pages, 
vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50. j 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to The World's 
Sages,” etc. By D. M. Bennerr. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and.Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. Bennerr. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1, 115 
pages, 8vO. In cloth, $4.00; leat! er, $5.06; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
whole r` «ceded by the Life of Paine, and 
. steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. " 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Oreeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
COUNT AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
Tohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Complete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; : 

The foregoing volumes are called The 

Truth Seeker Library.” If all are ordered to- 

gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 


deducted from the price of each, 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, a 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled, Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 

hurch and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Ohurch and Liberty; the Ohurch and the 
Movement, the Poraperanes Reform; he 

i emperance ; 

Church and the Republic, cibus: 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 


Vices Sanctioned by Scripture; Falsehood 

Deception ; Cheating ; Theft and Bobbend 
Adultery and Prostitution: Murder; Wars of 
Oonquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Oruelty to Animals: 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchoraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; As and des Poverty 
and Vagranoy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obgcen- 
ity. Price, aingle copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1, 
Special discount on larger quantities, 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written 
Sabbath from a rational point of view, op tho 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 

atic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath: The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
‘bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Ohristian Reformers, 
Scholars; and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Prices 25 cents} eix copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine, The Apostle of Re- 
igious and Political Liberty. Tells the 

of i the Author-Hero's life, delineates the pred 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the agpersions cast upon 
it. Ohoive extracts from ‘Common Senge,” 
** American Crisis," “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
oline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 ots. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
' delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
mins n ore, Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 
ents. 


Fathers of Our Republic, Paine, Jef- 
é 1 
ferson, Washington, Franklin, A lecture dè- 
livered before the Tenth Annual Congress of 
the American Secular Union, in Chickering 
Hall, New York, November 18, 1886, 15 cents, 
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DID MAN FALL? 


The Location and Topography of the Gar. 
den of Eden & Fact. 
IS THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 
$5,000 REWARD. 


B ISBAEK, vi GROH, Author of “Is th 
7 f Israel the True God?" p 6. Qod 
Paper, 10 cents. 


| The Candle From Under the jui 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,206 Questions to the Clergy: 
: And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - >» 50 cents. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 


oF 
THE BIBLE. 
1 4 4 PROPOSITIONS, Theological, Moral, His. 
torical, and Speculative, each proved af- 
firmatively and negatively by quotations from 
scripture, without comment; embodying the most 
palpable and striking self-contradictions of the 
so-called inspired word of God. 
By W. H. BURR. 72 pages. 


Price, 15 cents. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 


By A. HoLxXoAEE. 
10 cents. 


Specimen of The Bible. Esther. 


By A. HorxoAxE. 
10 cents. 


Acts of The Apostles. 


By A. HOLYOAKE. 
10 cents. 


Price, 


Price, 


A Farce. 
Price, 


Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. 
By A. HoLxoAEE. 


Price, 10 cents. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
By M. D. Conway. 
Price, — = 5 cents. 


EVOLUTION OF ISRAEL'S GOD. 
By A. L. Rawson. 
Price, - - 10cents. 


THE NEW AGE. 
By W. S. Bett. 
10 cents. 


Price, 


Tf You Take Away My Religion 
What Will You Give Me Instead? 


By MARTIN. 
Pricé,- - - 10 cents. 


A PLEA FOR ATHEISM 


By CHARLES BRA DLAUGE. 
Price. 10 cents. 


Dialogue Between a Christian Mis- 
sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Men, Women,and Gods, 


And Other Lectures. 
Bx Hexen H. GARDENER, 
With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


WOMAN: 
Her Past and Present: Her Rights and 
Wrongs, 
By B. F. UnperwooD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


MATERIALISM: 


Irs History AND Irs INFLUENCE UPON 
SoorETY. 


By DR. Lours Buonner, Author of ''Forceand 
Matter,“ etc. 


Translated from the German. 
Paper; 12mo, 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities, 
BY JOHN PECK. 
Price 20 cents; six copies for $1. 


Confessional: Romish and Anglican. 
An Exposé. 


By SALADIN. Price, 30 cents. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise From the 
Dead? 
By SALADIN. 
Price, - - - $5 Oents. 


WILLTHE COMING MAN WORSHIP GOD? 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, x 1.0 cents. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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BURGESS-UNDERWOOD DEBATE PIONEER PITH. 


ON CHRISTIANITY. 
etween B. F. UNDERWOOD and Prof. O A. Bur- 
gess, Pres. of N. W. Christian Univ. 
Paper, 188pp., 50 cts.: clo., 80. 


COMMON SENSE 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


Written in 1776. 
Price, os re oe 15 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of 
Christianity. 
By B. F. UNDERWOOD» 
Price, 10 cents. 


IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD! 


By L. L. Dawson. 
Price, " . 10 cents. 


DEACON SKIDMORE'S LETTERS. 


` (Zion Hill Baptist.) -His Evolution out of 
Onristianity. BrD . M. BENNETT. Paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 


ECCE DIABOLUS. 


Jehovah-Worshi and Devil. Worship Identical— 
1.2. Bloody Sacrifices and Burnt Offerings. 
By the Very Rev, Evan Davien Arch-Druid of 
Price Great Britain. 
rice, 


25 cents» 


RELIGIOUS POSITIVISM; 
OB, e N Brief Exposition of 
he Comtean System. 
Paper, 25 cents ; cloth, 50 


Eight Scientific Tracts. l 


EVOLUTION, DARWINISM, etc. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD and others. 
Price, 20 cents. 


EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. 
By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Essay on Miracles, 
By DAVID HUME, 


Price, 10 cents. 


ESSAYS AND LECTURES 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Paper, 300pp., 60 cents; cloth, $t. 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


By T. E. LoNG8HORF. 
50., 500. per doz., 25 for $1. 


THE UNSEEN WORLD. 
By Pror, Jonn Fiskx. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOSPEL OF ATHEISM. 
By Anniz BESANT. 
Price, 10 cente. 


2 GOTTLIEB: HIS LIFE, 
A Romance of Earth, Heaven, and Hell. 
By B. P. Purnam. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Heathens of the Heath. 


RADICAL ROMANCE, 
By Wm. MoDonNELL. 
500pp., paper, 80 cents. 


HOLY BIBLE ABRIDGED. 
The passages unfit for family reading. 


Pap., 32c.; clo., 50. 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Way Buourp raz ATHEIST PEAR TO Dig? 
By J. G. HoLNOARE. 
Price, 5 cents. 


THE 
LOGIC OF LIFE, 
DEDUOED FROM 
Tse PRINOIPLE OF PFREETHOUGHT. 


By G. J. HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 5 cents. 


Secular Responsibility 


By G. J. A0LXOAkR. 
Price, 5 cents. 
GENESIS I, II: 
BIBLE NARRATIVE OF CREATION, 
By A. R. GROTE, A.M. : 
Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, 75. 


Godly Women of the Bible 


A History of 
ALL THE WOMEN WHO FIGURE IN THE BIBLE. 


BY 
An Ungodly Woman of the XIXth Century, 
Pap., 500.; Clo. 75. 


For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Tue Gist or LEOTURES ON RATIONALISM. 


By Carr. R. C. Apams, President of. Montreal 
Pioneer Freethought Club ; author of 
“ Travels in Faith from Tra- 
dition to Reason,” 
. an s 
“ Evolution—A Summary of Evidence.” 


A compendium of scientific and critical lore. 
Best handbook for introducing the general 
reader to the principles and data on which Ra- 
tionalism is based. 


Paper, 12mo, 100pp., 25 centa. 


EVOLUTION THEORY. 


Three lectures by Pror. Taos. H. HUXLEY. 
Paper, 10 cents. 


Thirty DISCUSSIONS, BIBLE STORIES, 
ESSAYS, and LECTURES, 
By D. M. BENNETT. . 
Pap. "00pp. 75 cents. 


BENNETT-TEED DISCUSSION. 
* Jesus the Lord God, Oreator of Heaven and 


By D. M. BENNETT and Rev. Mr. TEED. 
Paper, 80 cents. 


BESANT-HATCHARD DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
ANNIE BESANT AND REV. A. HATOHARD 
ON 


Jesus of Nazareth a Historical Ohgracter, and the 
Influence of Christianity. 


Price, 25 cents. 


BIBLE BALANCED. 


Comparing the Bible’s Bart Teachings and Say- 
ings with those of Philosophers who 
Lived previous to Bible 
Authors, 


By d O. DARLING. 
Paper, - 50 cents, 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED. 


Errors Exposed. 
By O. B. WRTrrORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


TWENTY CRIMES and VICES 
Sanctioned oy Scripture. 


By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Price, 25 cents. 


CRIMES OF PREACHERS in the 
United States and Canada, 


By M. E. BILLINGS. 
Price, M og 25 cents. 


BUDDHIST NIHILISM. 


By Max MULLER, M.A. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOLDEN MEAN in Temperance 
and Religion. 


By JOHN E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


INSPIRATION OF BIBLES. 


By Jno. E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Christianity and Materialism, | 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 15 cents. © 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


By O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 10 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY from a SCIENTIFIC and 
HISTORICAL STANDPOINT. 
By W. N. MoLABEN. 
Paper, 50 cents. 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 
Adventures in the Land 
of Cosmos. New Scripture (evidently inspired). 
Discovered by I. N. FIDEL and A. Hook. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE CRISIS. 


By THOMAS PAINE. 
Written during the American Revolution, and by 
order of General Washington read 
he army. 


Paper, 40 cents; cloth, 75. 


CULTIVATION OF ART. 


ITS RELATIONS TO 
Reuieiovs Puriranism AND MONEY-QETTING. 
By A. R. COOPER. 
Paper, 20¢.; flexible clo., 35. 


THE DARWINS. A Domestic Rad- 
jog] Romance. By Mrs. E. D. Blenker. 
Pap., 50e. clo., 75. 


For all of the above books &ddress 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
19 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


SISTER LUOY 
HER AW Ul. DISCLOSURES, 


As to New Hann Convent. 
Anda Few Words on Auricular Confession, 
Prics, 10 cents. 


. ͤ —— —— 
POSITIViST CALENDAR. 


Each day and month of the year being named 
after rhe great benefactors of the race, 
wh ono: ortraits are given. In- 
ituted by Aug. Comte. 


Cards, 11x14; "printed on both Siem 25 cents; on 
two cards, 35 cents. 


FALSE CLAIMS 


OF THE CHURCH. 


J. E. REMSRUnd. 
Price, 10 cents; per dozen, 75 cents. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE, 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 


fended, and Enjoined by 
the Bible. 
By E. C. WALKER. 
10 cents. 


— ͤ . 7 . RNC MNT 
ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 
A Comprenp or THE NATURAL Laws oF 
INDUSTRIAL FRODUCTION AND 
ExcHANGE. 

By J. K. INGALLS. 

Price, 25 cents. 


Science and "Theology. 
ANOIENT AND MODERN, 


By J. A. FROUDE. 


Price, [^j dente, — — 


Ingersoll c on McGlynn. 


g., 300. per dozen, $2 per 100. 


LAY SERMON. 


On the Labor Question. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, 5 cents; 50 cents per doz.; $1 for 2b. 


ROBT. G. INGERSOLL’S 
OPENING SPHHOH TO THE JURY 

in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 

graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 
Price, 10 cents. 


THE STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


By R. €. INGERSOLL. 
Price, 3 cents; 80 cents per dozen; $2 per 100. 
;; adole t aT obiil 


THE TRUTH OF HISTORY, 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen; $2 per 100. 


Is the God of Israel the True bod? 


Narrative of the Five Books of Moses, Joshua, 
Judgos, and the New Testament. 


Price, 25 cents. 


Masonic Vindication of Right 


PROTEST AGAINST PERSECUTION. 
By O. B. Warrrorp, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


MIRACLES 


AND 


MIRACLE- WORKERS. 
By JOHN PECK. 
10 cents. 


Tele- 


Price, a " 


THE 


ORDER OF CREATION. 


A DISOUBSION BETWEEN 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
LINTON, RE VILLE. 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
mo, 178 pages, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


*Onr Father in Heaven.” 


By Onas. STEPHENSON. 
1 cent; 50 cents per hundred; $8 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE 
AFTER DEATH IMPROBABLE. 


By L. R. Burrg. 
10 cents. 


WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS IY 
PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By B. F. Unprrwoop. 

Price, 10 cen ts. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 28 Cents. . 


CRIMES Ad- IMST CRIMINALS. 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
_ AN. F., Jan. 21, 1890. 
The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


FORCE AND MATTER; 


Principles of the Natural Order 
of the Universe, With a *ys- 
tem of Mora:i!y Based 
The: eon. 


By Prorssson LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D 
CONTENTS : 


The Fitness of Things in 
Nature (Teleology), 

Man, : 

Brain and Mind, 


Force and Matter, 
Immortality of Matter, 
Immortality of Force, 
Infinity of Matte", 

Thought, 


aluo of Matter, 
M tion, Consciousness, 
Form, Seat of the Soul, 
Immutability of Natural Canate Ideas. 
AWS, Tne ILiea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 
aw 


' ital Forse: 
The Heavens, . . TheBoul of Brutes, 
Periods of the Oreation Free Will, 
of the Karth, Morality, __ 
Original Generation, O op cluding Observa- 
ons. 


Secular Generation, 
Price $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


The Modern Science Essayil 


Ten Cents Each. à 
1. HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 
hilorophy, By Mr. DANIEL GBEENLEAF 
OM: E 


2, OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and influence. By Rev. Joan W. ORADWIOK. 
3. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
How guns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. Garzet P. BERVISS. 
The story of 
8. 


4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANE 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EYOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 


of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND. 


7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity, growth By Prof. E. D. Oorr. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. BoBERT G. ECOLES. 


9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By JAMzBA.BKIL- 
TON. 


. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. BIDNEY 
Sampson. 

. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dn. Lewis 
G. JANES. 


12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NELSON O. 
ARSHALL. 


13. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Jonn W. Onapwicr. 


14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By Srann 
Hoyt NIOHOLS. 


15. THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON 
VOMING CIVILIZATION. Br Mor . 
VAGE. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
. 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


IS THIS YOUR SOW, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER, 


“ The shame itself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 


— 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Ezact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment, 


By J. K, INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, 


91.00. 


Christ of Paul; or, the Enigmas ot 
Christianity. ars 


Frauds of the Churchmen of the Second Century 
Exposed. 


By GEORGE REBER. 
12mo, 400pp., - - 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History. 
By Winwoop READE. 
Sixth edition, 544pp., - - 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS. 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


ETHICS OF POSITIVISM. 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of the Present Century. 


By GIACOMO BARZELLOTTI, 
Prof. of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, Florence. 
Price, $1.50. 


OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 
A Confession. 
By DAVID FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 


Price, $2. 


$1.15. 


419pp., $1.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 
Important Information for All, and“ Danish 
Cure.“ With Portrait. 


By Mug. W. SCHOTT. Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. BARING.GOULD. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of the 
Bible.—[Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FRoTHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 


And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 
446pp. - E - - 


[he Contrast: Evangelicalism and 


Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses HULL. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 
. AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality 


By JOSIE OPPENHEIM. Price, 75 cents 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE 
By Kersey GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymus, and Recitations, 


For Organizing Societies; for Marriages, Fanar- 
als, Naming of Infante, Obituaries, Epi- 
taps, Sto. Also 525 Liberal and 
Bpiritualistio Hymas for 
Social and Various 
Public Occasions. 


Price, 75 cents. 


Price, $1. 


18mo, 550pp. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. Hogan. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley: Philosopher and Reformer. 
By C. SOTHERAN. . 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts. 


Lithograph of Bennett Monumant. 
Iu4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE, 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCHARD. 


Paper, + - - 40 cenis. 
SOUL PROBLEMS. 


WITH 
Theological Amendment and State Personality. 


By Jes. E. Prox. 
Priee, . . 2 : 
For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
38 Lafayette Pl.» NewYork, 


25 cents. 


MYTHS AND MYTH-M AKERS, 


Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
; Comparative Mythology. 
By Jonn Fiske, M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College. 
Price, $2. 


BEYOND THE VEIL. 


Claimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B, 
“Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. McDougall and Mrs. 

Luna Hutehinson. [Spir.] 


Sieel Engraving of Randolph. Price, $1.50. 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham- 
med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of.that Doctrine 
which was begun.and carried 
on by him in Arabia. 


SALE'S edition. Price, $1.50. 


HUME'S ESSAYS. 


Essays and Treatises. Autobiography and Dia- 
logues on Natural Religion. i 


By Davip HUME. Price, $1.50. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 


By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 
A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
Portrait. j 
Price, pap., 50 cts.; clo., $1. 


Man's Nature and Development, 


By Henry G. ATKINSON, F.G.S., and HARRIET 
MARTINEAU. 
Price, 


$1.50, 


Infidel’s or Inquirer’s Text-Book. 
Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. 
By ROB COOPER. Price, $1. 


Origin and Development of Relig. 
fous Ideas and Beliefs. 
By MORRIS EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


A BUSINESS MAN’S SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS. 
From a Poor Man’s Standpoint. Price, $1. 


KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 


Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 
A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices. 


By BARON D’HOLBAOH. 
Price, . . . F561. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 
Ultimating in the Religion of Science. 
By Hupsox TurTLE. [Spir.] 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


LIFE OF PAINE. 


By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Im: 
mortality of lis Elements. 
By A. S. DE PELLEGRINI. 
Price, - - - - 15 cents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 


Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated, 
Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on the Population Question. 
By R. D. OWEN. 
Price, - - . = 


35 cents. 


“AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
Bx D. M. BENNETT. 
Price, — — - 10 cents. 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 
Church Doctrines, 
By W. S. Bartow. [Spir] Price, 10 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply, 


By HURLBUT and WAKEMAN. 
Price. 10 cents. 


[CHABOD CRANE PAPERS, 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
onslaughts on Christianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE, 


Bx C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


For ail of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
38 Lafayette Pl., NewYork. 
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THE "RELIGION OF MAN loreen EEs caunen.| Tera Meetings. 
TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, = RS - raus ä 


who may be visiting the places where these socia- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Critical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


Crimes and Persecutions. 
8vo, 1,129Dp. Cloth. $8; leather. $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


ISSUED MONTHLY. 
Subscription price, $3 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 


Ors’ Almanao . . 25 OONTENTS: What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- Le a 
3. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- lic Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent] - 28 Lafayette Place, New York. | The manhattan Liberal Club, N. V. 
d on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog. Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 


ener eee sees Veseest korres saitei 50 

3. Age of Reason, Thomas Paine +s 

4. Answers to Christian Question 
Bennett. . on 

5. Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck 

6. Victor Hugo'8 Oration on Voltaire. 10 

7. Ingersoll's Address on Shakspere ........ 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 


Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTUBY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Christian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position. 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So 
ciety to Criminals. Daty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It. is a thought-breeding book; and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfactior 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason 
and to noblest sentiments: never to his gel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. A 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narratiy is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QC. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 


f the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 
9 bequest to Philadelp hia by the Ohristian 
ohurches and Young Men’s 
Ohristian Associa- 


man Masonic Temple, 220 East t5th street. Lect- . 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 
Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal Lou Hall, 177 Halsey gt., cor. Market 
st. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religions and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 720. Lectures, debates, and discus. 
sions on all important seouiar subjects. Pres- 
ident, HENRY BIRD; Secretary, Coka BELLE 
FLAGG. : 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa. 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity Toone, Bedford avonne and 
D., at 3 P.M., every 


The Works of Caleb $. Weeks, 


Songs of the Morning. 212 pp.; cloth, 
75 cents. 

Selections írom the Poets: With Re- 
sponres; Inclading Pope'a Essay on Man, 
with Responding Essay. 359 pp.; cloths $1 25. 

The philosophy of Evil. 11 pp.; 
5 -ents. 

Human Life; or, The Course of Time” 
as Been in the Open Light. An Epic Poem. 
Seven books in one vol., 3:9 pp.; cloth, $1.25. 


Prrss NoTIOES or HUMAN LIFE." 


form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and socia! questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Reekerpublicationgalwayson hand atcheap rates, 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 


. Elizur Wright Secular Union 
Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
E A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
ubacriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Surry Cor. Bez. 


Chicago Secular Union 


and disreputable hypoorits. It is iust Buch a story 
` of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admirer 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attentior 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKE 


CANCER and Tumors CURED : no knife: 
book free. Drs. GRATIGNY & Drx, 
No. 163 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 
7 . 
Charles Watts's Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com ; 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 


Meet the Needs ot mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 


ago or more. - 
Mr. Edward Bellamy, author of Looking 
Backward,” says: "Ihave read it with much in- 
verest. I am in entiresymoathy with its spirit 
of boundless faith in human development.” 
Rev. R. Heber Newton saya it is one of the 
-J significant indications of the signs of the times. 
The Nationatt:t, of Boston; considers its style as 
equal to Milton's, aud says it * engages the read- 
vr’s attention with the first line and keeps it 
engrossed until the final word ” 
Brick Pomeroy’s Advance Thought (N. Y.) says: 
It contains much to benefit humanity.” 


Evening Hatt and Charles Watts. With Prefa- tion. Address, 8.0. W. BYINGTON and 00. Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 

tor y Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and By Biou. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 334 Fourth Ave., N. Y. Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison Bereet, 
n n i y eotures and debates. Strangers from abro. 

Helen H. Gardener. 60 vages, 25 Cents. Price $1. Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER. are welcome. ee s S 


A Reply to Father Lamberts New dition, Revised and Enlarged. 


le of Infidel” 20 cate Follow ` Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 
Pont fre, WAT Would een MEN, WOMEN & GODS. oes mootines every gunday, evening at 21 


Christiantty: Its Origin, Nature, 
aud Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con. 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 


to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethioa! 
Guide. 24pages. Price, 10 cents. 


Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which :s the More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. : : 

Saints and Sinners— Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 


The Glory of Unbel ef, 22 pages in 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, by debates, The public cordially invited. 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Spectal Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 
Photo.engravings of Miss Garcener are for 
sale at this office. Price, 6) centg. 


Effacement of Christianity P 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 

Address TuE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Miss Wixon's Works. 


All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
or Boys and Girls. 12m9, 383pp., $1.25. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand. 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti. 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller ; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, B.E corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

] FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
t Soctety 

Mageta every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8o’clock. A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


AN EMBLEM OF 
Freedom, Progress, na Reform. 


Represents the burning Torch of Reason, the 
rising Bun of Science, and the day of Free. 
thought, 
trast with 
and dark 
aupersti 
aymbo 
evolution 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday st 730 pw. in Macdon- 
alda Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. ' Lect- 


tion ; and 
lizes the 
of the 
from the 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 
Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 


; wor 
cover. Price, 10 cents. : a i aight of en persti- | and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, F. M., at Parr’s 
Nature and ihe Supernatural; or. Libert in Literat ure |; nto the day | Hall, Everybodv invited, Mug. B. M. BERRA 
Beli f and Knowledge, 24 pages. y " : Í Solenca, thought, | Pres; J. H. MoWiLLIAmS, Red. Beo. 


Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands (Dedicated to Colo. 


nel Robert Ingersoll) 32 pages in cover 
Price, 10 cents. : 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the R v. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N. 8. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Christianity. 3. Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opiniona, 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6: eee tyand Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 

cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
98 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at thís office. 


The Walla Waila Lib ral Club 


$ in 5 
coiors Most beautiful badge ever designed 
arina. 1nkt, $3; 14kt. £4, $5: with Diamond in Sun 
$8. $10, $15. Small model 10kt, $2; 14kt. $2 75, $3.50 
‘harme, both sizes, $3, $4, $5, $6, $10. $15, $20, $35. 
Sent by registered mail and cash refunded at op- 


tion. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
JEWELER, ROCHELLE, ILL. 


" Pona for beautiful card in fale and Gola: of 
adge, &n eecriptiv circulars of m 
“OTTO WETTSTEIN” Watch, tracts, eto. 


friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER: Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash. meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D.E. R10£, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OnanLES SHEA, Bec. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


Bx JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” ** The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., etc. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


Meets every Rundav at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock; a.m. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. Cor. A. HARRIS, Pres. 
ISAACB. LEE, Bec. 


AASENTS WANTED cre vane s 


opportunity. Geo. A. Boot! on „ N. I. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


Kennedy’s Medical Discov- 
ery cures Horrid Old Sores, 
Deep Seated Ulcers of 40 
years standing, Inward Tu- 
mors, and every disease oi 
the skin, except Thunder 
Humor, and Cancer that has 
taken root. Price, $1.50. 
Sold by every Druggist in 
the United States and Can- 
ada. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

Wt Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 


USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In ponr meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. LIBERAL Hymn: Book contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
i ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mra. Slenkers 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price, 
$6 cents, Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER OG. 


me 
A 


A d LUNGS 


Bend 10 cents for 
2 this valuable book for 
7^ young and middle- 
E; agod men, suffering 
p from a Life-wasting 
7 Disease, as the result 
f of youthful follier, 
indiscretion, and ex- 
cesses in  maturer 
years. It sets forth 
an External Applica 
:jon—A POSITIVE OURE, as it matters not how 
ong standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
lies you hav used. The book is worth many 
imes its cost, and should be in the hands of 
hose seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad. 
iress Dr. Robt. P, Fellows, Vineland, N. J., and 
say where you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
‘tarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 
oress. He has many testimonials to the value of 
bis progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Fresthought, 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker. 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richiy 
merits.—TThe American Idea. ] 
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diews of the Beek. 


A ortizen of Gora, Germany, has been 
sentenced to eight months’ imprisonment f or 
saying that his sovereign the prince of Reuss 
might emigrate to the land of the Hottentots 
if he desired adulation, but that he (the 
citizen) would certainly refuse to recognize 
himas a superior being reigning by the grace 
of God. 
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the Canadian premier, 


seems dying. 


GLADSTONE advises 


Samuel Montagu, the 
philanthropist, to collect 
the detailed evidence of 
the barbarity of Russia's 
Jewish persecution and 
giv it to the world in 
such a form as will raise 
an effectiv public opinion 
against that country. 


Tar Russfan holy proc- 
urator Pobiedonostzeff 
has refused to see Arnold 
White, the agent sent by 
Baron Hirsch to confer 
as to removing Jews to 
the colony to be benevo- 
lently given them. The 
procurator is resolved to 
expel the Jews in as 
cruel & manner as pos- 
sible. 


A OABLEGRAM gays that 
the anti-Jewish persecu- 
tion is now admitted 
or asserted to be relig- 
ious persecution. Who- 
ever in Russia, be he a 
Jew or gentile, is not of 
the orthodox faith, is 
anathema. The govern- 
ment of Russia is a hier- 
archy more intolerant 
than the papacy, perhaps 
because it has more 
power.” 


M. Poxsreponostzerr, 
the procurator of the 
Russian Holy Synod, 
who is to the Greek 
Catholic church what the 
Grand Inquisitor was to 


z7 


S ——— 
— 


— — — — 


Gens of Thought. 


Dzsrzoy the churches? No, let them be 
the grand lécture.rooms, enforcibg morality, 
humanity, and education by exposition of 
the glorious and fast revealing facts of nat- 
ure, upon which alone they rest, and which 
supply the only lasting incentiv to their 
culture. Let Sunday be the great day of men- 

al. instruetien and elevating diversion to the 
toiling millions, in Sun- 
day - schools, churches, 
libraries, art galleries, 
fields, and woods.—ob- 
ert C. Adams. 


THE more we see of 
the world, the more we 
see it abounding in con- 
tradictions and inconsis- 
tencies. . . . Men who 
make a vow of poverty, 
gain in consequence an 
income of about two hun- 
dred thousand crowns; 
and, in virtue of their 
vow of humility, they 
become absolute sov- 
ereigns.— Voltaire. 


RzLIG10U8 wars and 
persecutions hay always 
proved extremely detri- 
mental to industry. The 
expulsion of the Jews 
and Moors from Spain, 
and of the Huguenots 
from France, were per- 
haps the most severe 
blows ever directed 
against the industry of 
either country; while 
the nations which on 
these or similar occasions: ` 
were wise enough to re- 
ceive the fugitivs reaped 
an immediate and enor- 
mous advantage. Lecky 
in Hist. of Rationalism. 


Tue truth is, that while 


the Roman Catholic, 

has forbidden Jews to observe Saturday as 
the Sabbath by closing their shops or other- 
wise, commanded them to work that day, 
and commanded them to observe Sunday. 


Prinok MESTOHERSKIY, editor of the Rus- 
sian Grazhdanin, says he prays to heaven 
that Russia may ever stand the lowest in 
all the aspects of popular education.” 


Tur pope, on being informed by Vicar- 
Apostolic Glorieux of Idaho of the freedom 
given Catholics there, ejaculated, ‘‘ God will 
bless the people inspired by sentiments of 
justice and liberty.” 


TRE American Medical Associstion will 
not send delegates to the 1893 International 
Medical Congress at Rome unless friendly 
relations are by that time restored between 
Italy and America. 


A pispatos from Poland, which land Rus- 
gia is trying to convert from Roman to Greek 
Catholicism, says that it is no uncommon 
thing to see a procession of Roman Catholic 
peasants lashed into an Orthodox Greek 
church through lines of fierce Cossacks. 


CATHERINE KINSELLA slipped on the ice in 
front of the Church of our Savior, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., last winter, and broke her leg. She 
sued the church for damages, alleging that 
the church suthorities had allowed water to 
flow through an open leader to the gutter and 
freeze. Justice Pratt, in the supreme court 
May 2ist, gave judgment for the defendant 
on the ground that the church was a religious 
corporation, and not liable for the negligence 
of its servants. ` 


Tur pope’s encyclical on labor treats of 
wages, hours, female and child labor, arbitra- 
tion, etc., and in general essays to draw under 
the church’s patronage the reforms which 
she took no interest in at the start but now 
sees are to become popular. Sanitation of 
factories is commended, while it is notorious 
that the church was for centuries an opponent 
of sanitation as a rival of her faith, prayer, 
and miracle cures. Most of the encyclical is 
vague, meaningless stuff. It concludes with 
the declaration that human efforts are impo- 
tent without the concurrence of the church. 


A oasE in test of the power to debar 
immigrants to Utah and Mormonism will 
be made of Marie Haselman, bound from 
Germany to Logan, Utah, where she has 
a sister. She is unmarried, but says if she 
had a husband she would not object to his 
having other wives. Her parents are believ- 
ers in polygamy. She says that ‘‘the Bible 
teaches her that Mormonism is God's faith,” 
and that the Bible tells us that the great 
men of old had more than one wife.” Merely 
for these statements of belief,and for no crime, 
the immigrant commission hold her at New 
York, 


LISH CAUGHT AT 


And when she came to the man of God to the hill, she caught him by the feet: but Gehazi came near to thrust 
her away. And the man of God said, Let her alone; for her soul is vexed within her: and the Lord hath hid it from 


me, and hath not told me.—2 Kings iv, 27. 
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laboring for the destruc- 
tion of absolute power 
in the spiritual order, 
the [ Protestant] religious 
revolution of the six- 
teenth century was not 
aware of the true princi- 
. les of intellectual lib- 
jerty. It emancipated the human mind, and 
yet pretended still to govern it by laws. In 
point of fact it produced the prevalence of 
free inquiry; in point of principle it believed 
that it was substituting a legitimate for an 
illegitimate power. It had not looked up to 
the primary motiv, nor down to the ultimate 
consequences of its own work. It did not 
know or respect all the rights of human 
thought; at the very moment that it was de- 
manding these rights for itself, it was violat- 
ing them toward others.— G'utzot's History of 
Civtlizatizn. 


Men do not will according to their reason, 
but reason according to their will. Fichte. 


Tue phrases men are accustomed to repeat 
incessantly end by becoming convictions, and 
ossify the organs of intelligence.— Goethe. 


TaurH is truth, because it is truth, not be- 
cause anybody says it is truth; and if it be 
truth, it will stand any and all tests. D. G. 
Thompson. 


Man ought to hav pride or shame enough 
to blush at being imposed upon, 
and when he feels his proper character he 
will.— Patne. 


Tue Bible shows that the primitiv man's 
guesses at the riddle of existence, however 
natural to an ignorant age, and however use- 
ful as a working hypothesis to the simple 
patriarchs and peasants of those far-off times, 
were pregnant with all sorts of errors, which 
it has taken many centuries to correct.— 
Arthur B. Moss. , 


Tarere is no counting with certainty on the 
justice of men who are capable of fashioning 
and worshiping an unjust divinity; nor on 
their humanity so long as they incorporate 
inhuman motivs in their most sacred dog- 
mas; nor on their reasonableness while they 
rigorously decline to accept reason as a test 
of truth.—John Morley. 


In this planet of ours Nature has not 
trusted our welfare to the whims of tricksy 
spooks, but has endowed our own minds with 
the faculty of ascertaining and improving the 
conditions of that welfare; and the time can 
not come too soon when well-directed labor 
shall be recognized as the only prayer ever 
answered to the inhabitants of this earth.— 
Professor Oswald's Bible of Nature. 


ALL waits or goes by default till a strong 
í being appears ; 
A strong being is the proof of the race and of 

the ability of the universe, 

When he or she appears materials are over- 
aw’d, 

The dispute on the soul stops, 

The old customs and phrases are confronted, 
turn’d back, or laid away. 

— Walt Whitman. 
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In Holders life of Darwin, just out, there 
js, says the New York Post, one statement 
to which serious exception must be taken. 
The author says: He [Darwin] was in 
theory an Agnostic, in practice an orthodox 
Christian of the broadest type" (p. 148). 
Darwin, corrects the Post, was a noble 
example of ethical perfection, but that he 
was a Christian, much less an orthodox 
Christian, in any legitimate sense of the term, 
cannot be truthfully asserted. 


Evrors is literally aghast at the Jewish 
persecution being brutally wrought be- 
fore its eyes. There has been such a whole- 
sale application of the censorship over the tel- 
egrams and letters from Russia in the last ten 
days that we know only vaguely what 1s now 
going on; but what we know already exceeds 
inits terrors the worst that could hav been 
imagined. Apparently these wild, primitiv 
hates and passions which hav been foment- 
ing every stratum of the Russian social and 
political structure for years hav burst out at 
last beyond human control, and are sweeping 
the whole nation from the czar down to the 
moujik fiercely forward toward a tragic crisis. 
All that can be guessed is that the outcome 
may make as grimly unique and awful a 
mark upon the history of this century as the 
French Revolution did on the last. That 
strange creature, Alexander III., will not go 
to Copenhagen any more, they say, nor hold 
communication with Western Europe. 

Morr important than all, says the Suz, in 
considering the theological confusion now 
prevailing among the churches, the question 


of the authority of the scriptures as an infal- 
lible revelation from God has now been 
raised to agitate and confuse the minds of 
Protestants generally. Dr. Briggs presents 
a theory of the Bible utterly opposed to the 
distinctivly Protestant view, and yet he 
claims that he is altogether within the lines 
of its orthodoxy. Though he propounds the 
Roman Catholic doctrin as to the scripture, 
hecallsit Protestant. Obviously, if the Bible 
contains human errors along with divine 
and infallible truth, it needs an infallible in- 
terpreter to show its infallibility, for other- 
wise each individual can accept or reject 
what he chooses, and theology has no indis- 
putable foundation. The Bible, as it is, did 
not drop down from heaven. It is made up 
of writings selected from a mass of religious 
teaching and history by church councils, 
whose discrimination must hav been infalli- 
ble, if the books selected are infallible. 
Consequently Dr. Briggs and his school of 
biblical critics hav been the chief creators 
of the present confusion of Protestantism, 
for Protestantism is based on the Bible alone, 
as opposed to church authority and infalli- 
bility. They are leading toward Rome or 
toward the religious philosophy which re- 
jects the scriptures as an infallible source of 
divine authority. 


CAPTAIN PoRTRR of the United States Se- 
cret Service has returned from southern Illi- 
nois, where within the past week he has put 
behind the bars the preacher-counterfeiters, 
George Vancil and Jeremiah Holmes. Jerry 
Holmes was a counterfeiter and a general 
outcast in Duquoin, Ill. The Rev. George 
Vancil was a Baptist minister. The men met 
one night under the stars and Vancil preached 


a sermon to Holmes to such good effect that 
he professed repentance. He fell on the 
ground, and with his hands toward heaven 
declared he would forever renounce his ways, 
and he afterward said that he had been con- 
verted like Paul on his way to Damascus. 
Holmes turned preacher and became the 
pastor of a Campbellite congregation in the 
country near Duquoin. It was not long after 
this that Holmes gave Vancil some counter- 
feit money, and Vancil passed it. Later, 
Holmes gave him some more, and he passed 
that upon some members of a traveling cir- 
cus. This Vancil confessed, but he declared 
that he took the money and continued the 
acquaintance of Holmes for the purpose of 
learning his secrets and exposing the gang of 
which Holmes was the leader. It makes 
no difference where this lands me,” said Van- 
cil after he had been landed in a cell, ** because 
I hav been serving God and my country at 
the same time. Serving God in preaching 
his word and my country in taking this 
money from those sinners that I might finally 
bring them to justice.” Jerry Holmes, who 
made the coin, and who was captured a week 
ago, held religious services in jail last Sun- 
day, and had all his fellow-prisoners shout- 
ing for glory. He preached a regular fire 
and brimstone sermon. He was still pos- 
sessed of the true spirit, he said, and glad 
that he had confessed his sins, as they were 
a great weight off his mind. 


TRE Russian prince Mestsherski recently 
declared in the Grashdanin: ‘ All popular 
education is an evil.” This opinion has been 
indorsed with unusual unanimity by official 
circles in 8t. Petersburgh, especially in conse- 
quence of the prevalent couviction that radi- 


cal, if not revolutionary, ideas are invariably 
the result of teaching the common people too 
much. In accordance with these prejudices, 
the general governors of Kiew, Volhynia, 
and Podolia issued instructions to the provin- 
cial police some eight months ago that all 
home instruction of children should be sub- 
jected to a strict censorship. The remark- 
able manner in which this censorship was 
conducted has just been illustrated in the 
manufacturing city of Uladovka in Podolia. 
The chief of police proclaimed that from now 
on all workingmen were prohibited from 
instructing their children at all, and in order 
that he might test easily the fulness of their 
obedience to his order, he commanded that 
the workingmen’s children should not be 
kept in the house, but sent into the streets, 
where he, in passing, might observe their 
occupations. This, however, was not enough. 
He announced that no educational books or 
tracts should be kept in the house. He 
made sure of the observance of his new order 
by having all his men turn in and search 
every workingman’s house in the city. 
Wherever educational matter was discovered, 
or children were found studying, a full report 
of the details of the offense was made, and 
the books or other educational materials 
were confiscated. These unprecedented pro- 
ceedings hav been too much fora part even 
of the gagged Russian press. Who has 
given the police the right to confiecate pri~ 
vate property thus?” inquires the Wedjejad. 
* Who has sent them into private houses to 
make searches? Heisunknown tous. The. 
result has been that in Uladovka all educa- 
tion of the young has been abolished, the 
parents hav lost their heads, and the children 
are in the streets.” 
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| Communications. 


God and Religion. 
In the more common accepted meaning of the 


word religion, the idea of some kind of a god is un- 


derstood, and without a god as a basis there would 
be no religion, consequently a religionist who makes 
a profession of any kind of devotional worship musi 
hav some conception of, aud belief in, a God, and a 
knowledge of such an idealistic being tells at once 
what their mode of worship is. To be a religioniat 
we must first know, or at least believe, there is a 
God, what kind of God, what he requires of us, 
how he reveals himself to us, ste. The first question 
for us to answer satisfactorily to ourselvs, “Is there 
a God?” is the more difficult to answer, for in arriv- 
ing at an affirmativ conclusion we must necessarily 
prove his existence, probable location, the attributes 
and characteristios of his nature, besides his legal 


and divine right to control us, to make us happy or 


miserable, or to giv us a free agency to do as we 
wish with the consequent evils that accompany such 
freedom of will. 

Personally, I am an Agnostic on the God question, 
having never seen cr heard one, neith»r hav I seen 
those who hay, consequently I neither affirm or deny 
the existence of such a being. I wish, however, tc 
search the records a little and learn all I can of the 
actuality of such a personage, and will appeal to 
both history and reason to determin the truth as I 
may find it. On the historical side of the question, 
however, I can find little or no evidence of a God, 
or the need of zeligious worship, except that found 
in one or more of the many written or traditional 
legends of mythology, snd to prove such authen- 
‘tic or true in any one particular, as touching the 
question of deity, would require more time, talent, 
and search than to prove God from other sources, 
for neither the Koran, the Five Kings, the Tri- 
Pitikes, the Vedas, Z andavesta, scriptures, or other 
of the so-called sacred writings (and each believed 
to be the origina! and only true one), tells the same 
story, or describes God as the same being, or to be 
worshiped in the same way. A belief in any one 
or all of them would not prove either true, for be- 
lief simply takes possession of the mind when actual 
knowledge is absent, and as neither of them can be 
authenticated outside of their own pages (and even 
then the accounts as given are extremely contradic- 
tory and self-condemning), I shall not undertake to 
prove or disprove the existence of divinity from such 
an unrelisble and contradictory source, but will take 
nature and reason alone as the only egents of intel- 
ee that can reveal the seemingly hidden mys- 

ery. 

It would be no argument to say that, because we 
ses much iu the beauties of nature that seems de- 
signedly perfect, there must necessarily hav been 
a perfect designer, for the hundreds of imper- 
fections in nature would as readily imply an im- 
perfect designer, and the two, being contradictory 
terms, could prove nothing. So, algo, if there must 
be a cause for all things, there necessarily must hav 
been a cause for such cause that produces all things, 
and the door would be at once opened for unlim- 
ited causations, which would prove nothing. One 
may think matter is eternal, another that only God 
ean be self-existent, yet neither can prove their be- 
lief, and leave us still in the dark, as both views 
are profoundly speculstiv and far above the mind 
of man to understand, or even to conceive of. 

It is well enough for the theologian to say thet 
“we see a watch with all its intricate and porfsct 
parts and we know at once that it must bav had a 
maker, which proves that the world could only hav 
been created by the hand of a great and divine 
mechanic who said, ‘Let there be light and there 
was light." Yet this proves nothing, for we see a 
watch and know ifs maker must hav been a man and 
we can trace bim but to his earthly parents, and we 
find ourselvs lost and as ignorant of the great first 
cause &8 when we started. We could easily account 
for all the watches in the world by assuming that 
something first made man and then that mn makes 
the watches. But the question hinges on the cause 
or the something that first made man, and is what 
we are seeking to know. 

We can mantle ourselvs with the beauties of nat- 
ure, cover our ignorance with a happy belief, and 
“praise God from whom all blessings flow,” but the 
loophole of more candid thought brings to our view 
the intermingled strife, misery, sorrow, and death 
that the same cause at least allows us to pass 
through, and we then begin to question the giver of 
our blessings and doubt his being an all-wise, all- 
powerful, and all-merciful creator. Anything short 
of this would be no God at all. 

It will not do to say that God hes given us all the 
blessings and that our sipfulness han caused all the 
sorrow, pain, and death, for certainly God would hav 
been unmerciful in his dealings to hav caused us to 
' come from inanimate clay to this life knowing that 
we would be sinful and hav to suffer here, saying 
nothing of the dogma of eternal snffering hereafter. 

Is not the same suffering found in all the animal 


‘| powerful, and all-merciful father? 


creation, in & greater or less degree, as seen in man, 


and can it be that all animal life must pay the pen- 


alty of sin to appease the anger of an all-wwise, all- 
Oan sich be 
among the characteristics of the God we would 
worship ? E - ree E 

We see a beautiful rivulet of water, our ears hear 
it as it rushes down the mountain side, we drink of 
its cooling substance, bathe in its depths, and then 
conclude that it is our duty to worship the giver as 
being more than a mortal being. And as we are 
about to prostrate ourselvs to praise him a Johns 
town horror appears to our mind, and what but a 
moment before appeared so beautiful and full of joy 
has turned to reckless destruction and the great 
object of our adoration falls into the abyss of doubt. 

Man bas ever been seeking to know of the eternal, 
to learn of his duties and obligations to his creator, 
and sure it is that nc one, however low in the scale 
of immorality, could wish to detract from deity one 
iota of divine worth or refuse to pay to him the last 
tribute of homage due him. How many hav sought 
in vain and could only find him in their deceptiv 
imaginations but no real proof of his existence? 
The sincere devotee often testifies to having found 
one or more of the many saviors or deities that 
heathen and Christian mythology has so unexpect 
edly forced upon their credulity, for which they bav 
sealed their faith with their own blood—yes, many 
times hav been the willing instrument in the hands 
of those higher in authority to pile the burning 
fagots around the writhing forms of those who hav 
dared to express a different faith, that only their own 
should receive support. Sure it is, if God wishes 
our love and adoration he would make himself 
known in unmistakable ways, that the most ignorant 
could not mistake him. Thus fer in the lives cf 
men ignorance and fear hav been the authors of 
all the Gods that hav degraded our earth. And as 
soon a8 the more intelligent hav sought to learn the 
truth of such, the mystic veil has risen and the sup. 
posed deities hav fled unseen and unknown. Stil 
we are seeking and wondering why God does not 
reveal himself, that we may, like the benighted 
Catholic, 

Stoop ourselvs in ignorance low 
To kiss the pontiff’s dirty toe. 

We push forward tosearch the world in endless 
space from north to south, high and low; everything, 
everywhere, is searched in vain for the Gods in hiding. 
We descend to the lower strata of formetional eartb, 
seek the protoplasms of the earliest existing epoch 
of time, until at last we explore the hidden mysteries 
of what may possibly be found to be a spiritual nat 
ure, the psychical laws that may govern mind in its 
relation to matter, and this is where explorers are 
found to-day, searching the depths of psycholegy in 
hope to find some clue of the great first cause of ere- 
ation. If this fails, where can we further look? 

O God, wilt thou reveal to us thy hiding? Open 
the dark recesses of our ignorant minds and let the 
divine light of thy wisdom shine upon us. We 
would know thes that we may. better adore thee. 
Reveal to us thy love, and teach us to love thee in re- 
turn. We would be worthy and obedient, but can 
not worship that which we know not exists. 

Reveal thyself to us, that we may love thee. Art 
thou a being of form, of personality or individuality, 
having either a mental or material substance or ex- 
istence, with power to alleviate our suffering condi- 
tion, and wilt not do it? Help us to pray in such s 
way as will meet thy approbation, that we may feel 
thy love and know thy mercy. 

How many such prayers hav been offered by hum- 
ble applicants, and yet God secretes himself behind 
the curtains of mystery, and our faith and hope still 
lack confirmation. How little man actually knows 
of God, a future, or even of the present, much less of 
a spirit that governs the worlds in space! And relig- 
ious bigots would hav us know less, that they may 
weld the last link in the chain that binds us to their 
servica and to the relentless curse that lowers us in 
the sesle of mental and scientific development. 

What are we todo? Knowing nothing of God or 
a future, yet many believe in both, and conform to the 
teachings of dogmatists, obeying priest and prelate, 
making ourselvs and others miserable, besides sub- 
sisntiating error, only to appease the anger of some 
supposed God and gain life everlasting—both a 
myth as far as can be known, and originated in the 
deceptiv brain of those who would that their fellow- 
men should bow before them with tithes, as the 
sgents of an unknown. 

The better we can do for ourselvs and others, the 
better and more perfect our happiness. Ia so doing 
we get nearer God than in any other way; and if 
there is & future life awaiting us, the haven of peace 
will be open, that we may reap the rewerd of our 
well-doing. No burning of the fallen wicked ; no 


separating of loved ones; no pearly gates to screen 


us from those who hav stood by us in our earthly 
sfl otions; no innocent babes in hell looking to 
heaven for & fond mother’s protection; no loving 
wife to suffer eternal misery while the repentant 
husband is sheltered beneath the cloak of a crucified 
redeemer. Away with such idealistic gods and 


| damnable creeds. Lat us build up for ourselvs the 


noblest and grandest God possible for the highest 
attainments of our mental faculties, and build upon 


his worth the Golden Rule with wings of charity out- 


stretched to show favor to all, believing ourselvs 

the agents of reform to deal mercifally with all, from 
man down to the lowest order of organized living 

beings. . : 

Follow not the example of religionists of the past, 
but stand up for liberty of conscience for all, that 
none shall be shorn of their rights to think and be- 
lieva as their reason may dictate. Allow no one to 
think for you and wring from you your manhood 
and hard-earned shekels, that they may wear the 
crown in this life that belongs to you. Hava mind 
of your own founded vpon the best ideas in your 
possession, aud in doing so you will not hav to de- 
pend upon myths or the unkucwable, but will 
proudly bear the standard of your own virtues, and 
hav God revealed within you. A. D. Swan. 

. —— ͤU—Ü—„—[ç„—'l.— 
Another Letter from Mr. Heywood. 
States Prison, P. O. Box 100, Caartesrown, Mass., 
May 23 v. L. 19. 

Drar Mr. Macponatp: Among the welsome publi- 
cations that hav reached me here during the last ten 
months, Antislavery Reminiscences,” by E izsbeth 
Buffum Ohace, and Reminiscences,” by Lucy N. 
Colman, hav been especially interesting. Mrs. Ool- 
man was in Boston in 1878 and 1883 during cases 
then pending, activ upon the platform, the witness- 
stand, or wherever else mental liberty needed 
“standing up to be counted for." Mre. Ohace is now 
eighty-five years old. From girlhood Bessie Buffum 
has been slerb to assist right and resist wrong. 
Quaker born and raised, with Lucretia Mott. Mrs. 
Onace stood for peace in war times, and with Parker 
Pillsbury. and Mrs. Colman sees that free speech 
needs assertion now as of old, when proslavery cen- 
sorship tried and failed to get a law to exclude Anti- 
slavery opinions from the mails as ‘incendiary liter- 
ature.” The Peace convention in Boston, March, 
1866, was presided over by Adin Ballou, of Hope- 
dale; it adjourned to Providence, and there, in 
May, completed the organization of the Universal 
Peace Society, of which Alfred H. Love, of Philadel- 
phis, has been president ever since. Mrs. Chace, 
Mrs. Love, and I were the committee to prepsre a 
declaration of sentiments and constitution, my draft 
being, in the main, accepted; and the object of the 
society, to “remove the causes and abolish the cus- 
tom. of war," then and there stated, still floats on the 
banner of its purpose. Daring the Centennial, in 
1876, at Philadelphia, Mrs. Heywood, Josephine 
and Flora Tilton, and I dined with E. M. Davis, an 
old subscriber to Taz Trurs Srrkzh, end there met, 
for the last time, his mother-in-law, Lueretia Mott. 
She spoke with glowivg fervor of the work for peace 


| since 1861, snd prophetically foretold struggles for 


tight which were vet to engage attention. 

From 1844 to 1861 the Abolitionists were disunion- 
ists, favored separation of the states as the best way 
to avoid war and free the slaves. December 17 1860, 
Horace Greeley said in the Zribune, “If the Dacia- 
ration of Independence justified the secession from 
the British empire of three million of colonists in 
1776, we do not See why it would not justify the 
secession of five million Southrons from the federal 
Union in 1861. While we deny tha right of slave- 
holders to hold slaves against the will of the latter, 
we cannot see how twenty million of people can 
rightly hold ten or even five in a detested union 
with them by military force." Lincoln did not want 
war. All the way from Springfield, III., to Washing- 
ton, he was reaching toward New Eagland for one 
firm hand to join his and say, “No” to bloodshed. 
Had Garrison and company been men, not Abolition- 
ists merely, peace methods, “an arm of tougher 
sinew than the sword,” would hav accomplished far 
more for liberty and order than has martial violence. 
In the conflict of arms chattel bondage went down; 
but there is far more slavery to-day in these states 
than before 1861. By piratical tariffs, land monop- 
oly, money monopoly, and the censorship of the 
press imposed by obscenity statutes, sense of right 
and spirit of liberty are so far “crushed out” that 
newspapers are now suppressed and editors impris- 
oned, yet few «ven ask the reason why. In the New 
Yorker, in 1887, Horace Greeley ssid: “The only 
security for public liberty is in the absolute and 
unqualified freedom of thought and expression, con- 
fining penal consequences to acts only which are 
detrimental to the welfare of society. How does 
the prescription of a man in any way for obnoxious 
opinions differ from the most glaring tyranny?” 
Mental freedom is the breath of life to free insti- 
tutions. Yet now, twenty years, we hav had a post- 
office inspector of opinions riding free over all the 
mail routes of the republic, boasting of the numbers 
of publishers and reformers who hav died under his 
torturing supervision! Bad as the old proslavery 
Democracy were, they never succeeded in getting 
enacted such restrictiv statutes as Republicans now 
impose on us. Chase, Greeley, Bird, Snmner— 
almost every old-line Republican—went over to the 
Democracy because they would not recognize the 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 6, 1891. 


` religio-politioal banditti that run things in the 
“ grand old party.” : 

A censorship of styie, effort to make one “an of- 
fender for a word” in debate on morals and physiol- 
ogy, i8 as unjust, impolitic, and absurd as would bo a 

-restriction of religious liberty. A Frenchman un. 
dertook to write a book devoid of thought, but 
failed ; even the thought to write without thought, 
_ was thought, and he gave it up saying "style is 
thought." This whole business of cansorship is con- 
trary to the creed of Natural Rights, the genius of 
freedom proclaimed by the Revolutionists of 1776. 
In all heslthy association, thrifty life, truth is be- 
tween persons, words are bonds; but decoy, false- 
hood, treachery hav so eaten out the heart of integ- 
rity that lying is now “ ordered” by a cabinet officer, 
the postmaster-general, and made “law” by a United 
Stabes jadge! I once heard Emerson say in Music 
Hall, Boston, in a Sermon to Theodore Parker's se. 
ciety, “I hav thonght a sufficient measure of civili: 
zation is the influence of good women.” Amon 
many other women who hav written me here is Mrs. 
Francis H. Drake, of Leominster, Mass., an old-lins 
autislavery seer, whose husband, John Drake, still 
living, knew Abner Kneeland, and bas been a reso- 
lute reformer more then sixty years. Mrs. Drake 
headed a petition from her town for my release, and 
is one of the many New Hagland women who stand 
with Mrs. E O. Stanton, of New York, and Annie 
Besant, of London, to say thai free speech and open- 
faced action, not decoy clandestinism, “ Watch and 
Ward” vice society fraud, should be law in these 
states. The Comstock law,“ by trying to super- 
vise woman's maternal function by act of Congress, 
is an ineffable insult to woman’s natural right to 
hold and control her own body-self. In proclaiming 
Woman's Rights from Seneca Falls, N. Y., in 1848, 
where Mrs. Stanton then lived, and the first Woman’s 
Suffrage convention was held, she, Mrs. Mott, Mrs. 
‘Chase, Mrs. Colman, and their many later co- 
workers, asserted the inviolable sanctity of woman’s 
person, which is the soul of domestic order and fruit- 
ful sobriety. And yet the vice society vermin, the 
“Watch and Ward" banditti, by aid of Postmaster- 
general Wanamaker and Judge Geo. M. Carpenter, 
now make lewd falsehood “law” for sixty million 
people to hold me caged here! Mrs. M. S. Wet- 
more, Oak Grove, Malden, Mass.; Lydia Eve Black- 
stone, Chester, N. H.; Belle C. Skull, Findley. O; 
Abbie Knapp, of Michigan ; Flora W. Fox, Minne 
Bota; Mrs. D. D. Collins, of Maine, and hundreds 
of other clear-brained women like Margaret Fal- 
ler, Harriet Martineau, Gsorge Sand, and Madam 
de Ste El, hav the courage of their sex, and are not 
likely to be frightened from public defense cf lib- 
erty, When and where it is denied, because vice so- 
ciety reptils, in religio-political grass, hiss “ obscen- 
ity.” Ezra H. Hzywoop. 
— —— ä— - 
Prohibition. 


I notices an artic'e on Prohibition, by Mr. J. G. 
Hertwig, in Tus Brora Seeker of April 18th, which 
I would like to criticise. If a man occupy a strong 
position he should not offer weak arguments to sup. 
port it. What he offers upon a subject which has 
been discussed for two generations ought to bear 
criticism. 

Mr. Hertwig says: A man, therefore, in the 
United States may use the gifts of nature for his 
own benefit and for that of others as he sees fit.” 
This is admitted. But do Prohibitionists admit that 
the liquor traffic is for the benefit of anybody? On 
the contrary, they claim to hav piled up proof 
mountain-high establishing the fact that the traffic is 
a gigantic curse. This is also admitted by a majority 
of those who hav written sgainst Prohibition. In 
all the discussions in Tue Terura Szzxer on this sub- 
jact, which hav been going on for years, no dealer in 
alcoholic beverages has announced his business like 
5 man and attempted to prove that he was engaged 
in a useful occupation. Why assume the truth of a 
proposition which is denied by all on the opposit 
side and by a majority of those on your own side? 

Again, says Mr. Hertwig: “The Supreme Court 
of the United States has repeatedly decided Prohi- 
bition legislation in any state of the Union to be 
lawful under the American Constitution. Yat its de- 
cisions in this respect are at variance both with 
common sense and the fundamental principles of 
this free country.” That is to say, the anti-Prohi- 
bitionists possess all the common sense to the exelu- 
sion of all the Prohibitionists and the Supreme 
Court. That may be so, but would not a little proof 
make it more evident? The supreme court may err, 
bit the fact that the Prohibitionists hav all the deci- 
sions of that court in their favor does not prove con- 
clusivly that they are wrong. 

Again I quote Mr. Hertwig : The Supreme Oourt, 
in one of its decisions, says that no man has a natural 
right to sell spirituous beverages by the glass. Why 
not? Thay are exactly like tes, milk, coffee, chocolate, 
and similar beverages, nothing but liquid food.” 
Mr. S. R. Shepherd, in an article against Prohibition 
some years ago, said that every glass of liquor 
contained murder. It is not liquid food, but “liquid 


g|lessly by the anti-Prohibitionists. 


damnation,” and I can prove it. Exactly like milk ? 
Was Mr. Hertwig raised upon that kind of liquid 
food * Would he recommend it for infants, genera iy, 
before they hav cut their first teeth ? 

Mr. Hertwig agrees that, “In a free country 
police regulations can be directed only against 
nuisances—things that annoy and giv trouble and 
vexation—either to prevent or abate them.” But he 
contends that spirituous beverages are not nuisanaes, 
because they are made out of the best fruits and 
grains and other useful products of the soil. But 
they themeelvs are not fruits, or grains, or useful 
products. They are made by a process of rotting. 
Alcohol is the excrement of an animal, and is no more 
food than a manure heap. 

Then we are informed that “ These beverages are 
frequently called intoxicants.” That is curious, too, 
when he says that they sre exactly like milk and tes. 
Where did they get their bad reputation? Singular 
it is what chunks of wisdom are thrown down oare- 
By and by we 
shall hear that fulminating powder is frequently 
called an explosiv. 

Once more he declares that Drunkenness, a vice 
and shame, can never bo made a lawful excuse for 
any erime or misdemeanor. On the contrary, s man 
should be as severely punished for any wrong or vio- 
lation of law committed while drunk as if he had 
been perfectly sober." Why did not Mr. Hertwig 
add that he should be as severely punished if the 
crime 18 committed by a person while drunk with tea 
or chocolate or new milk as if he had been drunk on 
beer or whisky? He tells us that they are all exactly 
alike, just liquid food. . 

Mr. Hertwig says, “Drunkenness may be con- 
sidered & short insanity.” Liquid food just like tea 
causes short insanity. Under the influence of this 
short insanity people frequently commit murder. 
An insane person is not responsible. But for the 
sake of perpetuating this traffic in liquid food just 
like milk which produces short insanity, we must 
play that the insane are responsible. Aud why? 
Because if it is long insanity, “the law does not 
hold the man responsible if he commits crime.” 

Again, says Mr. Hartwig, Total abstinence is 
- « . a good and praiseworthy thing for a man if he 
feels unable to conirol himself" Yes, a man should 
drink until he gets go far gone that he cannot stop, 
and then he should quit. 

One word with S. R. S. (S. R. Shepherd 7), who 
inhabits all Kansas and no particular part of it. 
(See letter in Toe Truru SEER ER, April 18th.) Your 
screed is good, but your statistics are defectiv, 
owing to ambiguity of terms. Who can draw a line 
between light drinkers, moderate drinkers, and ex- 
cessiv drinkers? Your results are too near alike. 
Oaly one year average difference batween the 
drunkard and the total abstainer. That is about 
like the old farmer’s statistics on greasing boots. He 
started with a new pair, greased one often and left 
the other without greasing. The one he greased 
lasted one day longer. Selah. D. Prirsrizy. 

‘Milwaukee, Ore. 


— . — — 


Like God Like Man. 


An interesting scene was witnessed in a criminal 
court in one of the counties of this state, not long 
since. 

A man was to be put on trial for the crime of 
murder, end the cour! being organized, the case was 
called, and a jury was baing drawn for the occasion. 
When the first men was drawn, the prosecuting at- 
torney inquired of the man where he lived, and 
what was his vocation ; also inquired if he belonged 
to any church. Being told that he belonged to the 
Baptist church where he lived, he told him to take a 
juror’s seat. Then another man was seen and the 
same questions were put to him. Being told he 
did not belong to any church, the attorney saya, * You 
need not ba used as a juror in this case,” and calls 
for the next juror. The judge, noting the proceed- 
ings, inquires of the offiser what was the point he 
was aiming at, saying he was well acquainted with 
the man rejected, that he knew him to bea good, 
moral man, a worthy citizen, a man of good judg- 
ment, tender-hearted, and competent for a juror, 
i insists to know the reason why he objeeied to 

im. 

The prosecuting attorney then says: The prie- 
oner at the bar, I believe, is guilty of the charge 
laid to him, and I am told the proof against him 
is deficient aud circumstantial, and in order tc con- 
vict him I do not want such men as the one last 
drawn. Such men are slow to bring a verdict for a 
death penalty, they are always inclined to lean on the 
side of mercy rather than a penalty, and in this case, 
where the proof is weak, the prisoner might go clear ; 
but when you hav a juror who belongs to an ortho- 
doz church, and believes in the Ohristian God, he 
partakes the attributes of his God and will kill every 
opportunity.” 

The judge says: "I do not like your mode of 
procedure; the man is competent as a juror in this 
ease; let him take his seat as a juror.” 

It seems this prosecuting attorney was no fool, for 


-elothes. 
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he had ssen ths propensities of those who believed 
on the Bible God—that life, mercy, and justice were 
not safe in the hands of such people. That, like 
their God, they went in for severe punishment as 
pleasisg to their God. This was made manifest not 


‘only in the case of Mr. Bennett, but in all cases 


where a Christien people hav opportunity to punish 
people they do not love, especially if these people 
they hav to do with differ with them in religious 
differences. 

And this is the case of Moses Harman. A 
Bible believing judge, in order to please his imag- 
ined God, and please others.who were like himself, 
and also to gratify personal hate, sentenced a harm- 
less man—a sentence worthy of manslaughter in the 
second degree. And what is greatly noticeable in 
this case is, the religious people all over the land 
rejoice at the severity of Mr. Harman's sentence, 
and I hav read of those people saying, "Hit him 
again." 

No. A man embracing the Christisn religion is 
not made a better man by it. His temper is not 
softened thereby. He is less tender-hearted than 
before, less forgiving, less charitable, looks upon 
others who differ with him in religious matters with 
disfavor, delights to call them “sinners,” “ impeni- 
tents,” “haters of God,” “world’s people,” “ blas- 
phemers,” ete., and if they had the power would 
make all they so dislike “hewers of wood and draw- 
ers of water.” 

Yes, this district attorney said and believed things 
just as they are. And woe to the man who is to be 
tried for a misdemeanor if he is to be tried by a 
religious judge or religious jury. Carron Riom, 

Hamilton, N. Y. 


— . —Uj—ä— — 


Sunday or the Sabbath. 


Sunday has become the great day of exhibiting good 
It is an outward Sabbath only. Sunday is 
called the Lord’s day, but just what this term means 
we do not know. Does the Lord own the balance 
of days, or only the Sunday ? 

The whole week is man’s days; the Lord does not 
own a day of the week; this is a foolish superstition, 
about one day being the Lord's. Sunday held by 
the church is a forgery. We believe in doing what is 
right on any day of the week. Sunday is only for the 
glory of the priest, and not for the glory of the Lord. 
The priest has no right to dictate the man’s conduct 
on Sunday. The first day of the week is no more 
sacred than the balance of days. 


Sunday is a collection-day for the priest. Sunday 
as a day from rest for toiling and striving, is one 
of the grandest institutions of man. No hour of 
time can say to another, “I am holier than thou," 
and for Sunday to say, I thank thee, Lord, that Iam 
not as other days are,” is only hypocrisy. If we 
feel like enjoying ourselvs on Sunday, we hav not to 
get the permission of some one. 

The state must also take off the hand of its oppres- 
sion from the Sabbath. We need no Sunday laws to 
regulate our conduct on this day. The state has no 
business to interfere with the exercise of man’s lib: rty 
as long as he does not infringe upon another's right. 
We want no ecclesiastical guide-boards.on the high- 
ways. We do not need a priest to tell us where to 
go. It is better to enjoy Sunday out of the church 
than to endure it in the church. 
| Sunday is oftener profaned by what is called wor- 
ship than by enjoyment. Sunday should be an open 
day to every human being. You may search the 
Bible from the words, “In the beginning,” to the 
* Amen" of Ravelation, and you will not find the 
word Sunday in it. 

The dishonest clergy, like a lying nurse, continue to 
tell their bugaboo stories of an augry God, and their 
silly dupes, like scared children, are afea d to uncover 
their heads, or they would at once see that nature 
nowhere esteemeth one day above another," and 
the Sunday of the priesthood is an unmitigated fraud 
and lie. ` 

The government of the United States is not a 
theocracy. It is a republic, the Constitution of 
which guarantees perfect religious liberty, and 
equality before the law of all its citizens. There is 
no provision in the Constitution requiring the citi- 
zens of the United States to conform to any 
particular religion, but there sre, on the contrary, 
distinct and unqualified guarantees made to se- 
cure the religious liberty of everyone. Sunday 
is a day of rest in the eyes of the Constitution, but 
not a day of religious worship. Oonstitutionally it 
ig everyone's privilege to spend Sunday as he chooses. 
Sunday laws are a solemn farce and a burning shame. 
They are a warfare upon the rights of man, in the 
interest of ancient traditions and modern despotism. 
Let all persons be unmolested on that day, to seek 
the er joyment and kind of rest they may respectivly 
need, they alone being judges thereof, always pro- 
vided that no one shali infringe on the equal liberty 
of any other person. We prize the Sunday as s rest- 
day. Lot the museums, halls ot science, publie 
parks, and galleries of paintings open on Sunday to 
all visitors. 
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The American Secular Anion. 


R. B. WESTBROOK, President. 


ABD OF DIREQTORS. 
Fo 1707 Oxford street, Philadelphia. 


The Secular Union’s Monthly Report. 
CONTRIBUTIONS RECRIVED MAY, 1891. 


H. C. Draver, Alliance, Neb. .............. . . .... . $ 500 
C. B. Waite, Chicago. . .... . . . . . . . . . . — 5 00 
Mrs. Brundage, Berlin Heights, O., by Investigator 5 00 
L. Lamb, Sutro, Nev., e 00 
A. Muir, Pacific, Mo., ee 1 00 
Wm. Horsfall, W. Troy, N. X., te 00 
Mrs. Eliza B. Burnz, New York (Guarantee Fund) 10 00 
Channing Burnz, e ee 5 00 
Dr. and Mrs. Olds, McMinnville, O.. 100.00 
Pamphlets s80ld...................... cese . . . 2 41 

TOGA] m—————— ÁÉáÓ $142 41 

F. C. Menpe, Treasurer American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, May 30, 1891. j 


— . —E——m—ĩ 
Our Post. Office Mission. 


Under the above heading we may group the vari- 
ous sorts of work which the American Secular Union 
is engaged in at present. Like the Irishman at 
Donnybrook Fair who, whenever he saw a head, 
struck at it with his shillalah, so the secretary of the 
American Secular Union, whenever she notes a head 
struggling above the general level of indifference to 
progress, throws in that direction a few pamphlets— 
not, however, to down that head as the Irishman 
tried to do with his shillalah, but to help its owner 
to struggle up still further on to the firm standing- 
ground of Universal Mental Liberty. Sometimes she 
receives in reply a grateful letter; occasionally the 
recipient writes to get blanks to organize an auxil- 
iary, or sends a contribution to the national society ; 
but oftener she never hears from those to whom she 
sends such pamphlets. Nevertheless, she continues 
in all faith to sow the good seed in the morning, and 
at evening to withhold not her hand, for she knows 
that that seed will, soon or later, germinate, and that 
it will dispose those in whose brains it does germi- 
nate to favorably incline toward state Secularization, 
if it does nothing more. 

Nevertheless, the secretary regrets, more than she 
can say, the necessity of confining ourselvs to this 
sort of work, when we ought to be up and doing ag- 
gressiv, practical work in the field. But our hands 
are tied at present. We hav no field secretary, and 
the board hav agreed not to attempt to appoint any 
for the rest of the fiscal year. Our appeals to the 
lecturers in the field—appeals which we hav. been 
making for over a year—hav passed unheeded, save 
in one instance, where a lecturer did discuss the mat- 
ter in the papers and announced his intention of 
attending the Portsmouth congress to help in the 
matter of ccoperation—an intention which he was 
unfortunately prevented from carrying out. With 
that solitary exception, the Liberal lecturers hav 
maintained a discreet silence regarding the American 
Secular Union, or hav at most spoken of it only to 
criticise. Plainly, nothing is to be hoped for from 
them—as even Mr. Stevens, the former secretary of 
this society, has lately volunteered us the informa- 
tion that ^e found it utterly impossible to secure 
their cooperation with the American Secular Union. 

This, then, is the situation in which the society 
finds itself for the few months which must elapse 
between now and the annual congress. Circum- 
stances hav cut us off from aggressiv field work at 
present, and we are obliged to confine ourselvs to 
what I hav ventured to denominate “ our post-oftice 
mission.“ Oan we make this summer’s work tell go 
effectivly for Freethought. and state Secularization 
that, when we come together at the fall congress, we 
shall be able to count a far larger following through- 
out the United States than we hav to-day? 

I think we can, ¿f you will one and all help. And 
this is what I want you to do—you who really care 
for the advancement of the cause: 

First, last, and always, circulate pamphlets—espe- 
cially Church Taxation” and “The Bible in 
Schools.” Let every Liberal see if he cannot enlist 
in the work of state Secularization at least one person 
this summer. Show your orthodox friend or neigh- 
bor the great injustice of exempting church property 
from taxation; hand him our Church "Taxation" 
pamphlet, and let him think over it. Then follow 
this up with “The Bible in Schools” or Remsburg's 
“ Sabbath Breaking,” or some more radical pamphlet. 
If you are faithful and patient in your WO you will 
find that, by enlisting his sympathies with the Amer- 
ican Secular Union, you will hav started him so far 
on the road to mental freedom, that he will never 
turn back to superstition; and before you are aware, 
you will number among your associates one more 


full-fledged Freethinker. How many of you will do 
what you can in this direction during the summer 
months? 

Meenwhile, here at the office of the American Sec- 
ular Union, we shall not be idle during the summer. 
Wherever we see an opening, we shall insert a little 
wedge of a leaflet, and press it home with an urgent 
letter where it seems advisable. If the secretary’s 
hands are upheld by our people as they should be, it 
will go far toward retrieving the set-backs of “the 
late unpleasantness,” and making the work of the 
American Secular Union a shining success this year. 
We need money to pay for printing these pamphlets ; 
and we hope that you will every one respond, with 
dollars if you can, with dimes or stamps if you can do 
no more. You know the old nursery rhyme: 

Little drops of water, 
Little grains of sand, 

‘Make the mighty ocean 
And the pleasant land. 

We hope that those of you who hav pledged 
amounts to the Guarantee Fand will promptly send 
same to the treasurer, as quite a number of these 
are now past due. We shall be glad, also, to receive 


— | further pledges to that Guarantee Fund; and we 


would remind our wealthy Liberals of Dr. West- 
brook’s offer to be one of twenty to giv $100 
each, and of the fact that a number hav re- 
sponded, but that the list of twenty is not yet made 
up. We would also remind those who do not feel 
like giving £o large an amount, but who would gladly 
giv several dollar&, of Seaborn Kitchens, Sr.’s, propo- 
sition to be one of six hundred to giv $5 each. 
Mr. Kitchens, in the full faith that others would re- 
spond, promptly came forward with his $5; and it 
is to be hoped that his fellow- Liberals will be worthy 
of that faith which he has placed in their generosity. 

To auxiliary societies everywhere we would once 
more commend the consideration of five-cent quarterly 
contributions from each of their members for the 
benefit of the national society. We hav heard from 
quite a number of our auxiliaries, approving this idea, 
and promising such contribution; but the largest 
number are still to be heard from. We should be 
better plessed, let me here say, if the quarterly dues 
accompanied the letter approving this plan. Still, 
the mere approval is something, and shows that our 
people are moving in the direction of cooperation and 
organization. 

The work grows week by week; would that the 
funds in the treasury grew likewise! We are doing 
the best we can with the little money we hav, and 
are a8 economical as we know how to be; but we 
need more pamphlets printed, and we hav not the 
wherewithal for these and for general expenses. It 
is a shame, à shame that the cause should ba so 
hindered by the lack of a few dollars or a few hun- 
dred dollars at most, when the Peter's pence and 
the foreign missionary appeals of an effete supersti- 
tion bring responses of thousands of dollars. Is, 
then, the separation of church and state, is the right 
to freedom of thought of so little consequence to 
Liberals, that not one penny s year per Liberal is 
contributed to the organization which is contending 
for that right? Something less than eighteen hun- 
dred dollars was contributed last year to this so- 
ciety. This would giv an average, allowing one 
cent for each Liberal in the United States, of 
lees than one hundred and eighty thousand people 
who believe in the separation of church and state 
sufficientiy to giv one penny a year toward such 
separation ! 

Now you know, as well as I, that the people who 
believe ardently in the separation of church and 
state—not counting the careful, half-way people who 
are waiting to know if a thing is going to be popular 
before they indorse it—number much more than 
this. They are, in fact, so numerous, that if every 
person who believes outspokenly in the separation 
of church and state were to pay one penny a year to 
the American Secular Union, this organization would 
hav a financial power in the Jand that would cause 
its appeals to our lawmakers not only to be respected 
but to be heeded. 

Dear friends, one and all, upon you individually 
rests the burden of our failure to accomplish great 
things, as well as the glory of what little success has 
so far been ours. Uphold us financially and with 
personal efforts, and the American Secular Union 
cannot help but carry out the plans of its founders, 
for it has truth on its side. Withhold your help, 
and you hav only yourselvs to blame for our failure 
to resist successfully the growing encroachments of 
the church upon the state. 

Fellow-Liberals, which shall it be for the American 
Secular Union, failure or success ? 

| Ina C. Crappoog, 
i Oorr. Sac. American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, Pa., May 29, 1891.. 


— — to ————— 

Turre is something psthetic in the simplicity with 
which a narrow student will judge the doetrins of a 
foreign religion by their antagonism or conformity to 
his own orthodoxy on points where utter difference 
of opinion exists among the most learned and en- 


lightened scholars.— lor. 


Religious Notes Through Liberal Opties. 


In many of the Ostholic churches last Sunday the 
statue of the Virgin Mary was crowned with flowers 
by the children. What is this but rank idolatry? 

The church systematically denounces Spiritualism . 
out of its own domain, but i» its own history reveals 
itself as a believer in spooks and ghosts. The de- 
votion of the Sacred Heart” is of modern origin 
and owes its existence to the story of a nun who 
lived in the seventeenth century, who related that, 
while praying in a grotto, the ghost of Jesus Christ 
appeared to her and told her that this devotion was . 
most acceptable. This materialization góance was at 
once accepted by the church as genuin and the me- 
dium canonized. What a pity Dis Debar could not 
hav lived in the seventeenth century! In spite of 
the ponderosity of her proportions she would hav 
been beatified and made Blessed Editha, and instead 
of kicking up high heels as a delicate cupid, she 
would hav been a marble statue and crowned and 
prayed to in the church. 


The Living Church (P. E.) says of Dr. Heber 
Newton: l i 

If we hav not completely mistaken his meaning in dis- 
courses which hav appeared of late, nothing is clearer than 
that his teaching is not Christianity as this church has 
received it, and as he, at what should hav been the most 
solemn moment of his life, undertook to teach it. 

In other words, the church pins its preachers 
down to the acceptance of absurd and ridiculous 
dogmas, and any attempt to modify or naturalize 
them for the sake of common reason is a heresy 


which demands expulsion. The saddest part of it 


all is, that the necessity of living by & vocation to 
which a man has been trained and educated leads 
sometimes to a recantation or modification of utter- 
ances spoken in all truth and sincerity, and which 
but for this unfortunate dependency would be ad- 
hered to. i 

Thus is the church the despot of mentality, the 
slave-driver of thought, the foe to honesty, and the 
home of hypocrisy and fraud—the greater the hypo- 
crit the larger his reward. 

But at last the edifice of Christianity is commenc- 
ing its inevitable demolition, and its supports, its 
timbers, the very foundation itself, are being de- 
stroyed, not by advancing hosts of the enemy, but 
by the inmates themselvs, who are commencing to 
see that it is but a rotten charnel-house of corrup- 
tion, of imprisoned thought and superstitious des- 
potism. Wait but a little and it will fall. 


We are informed through the medium of the 
Eagle that Rev. Willard W. Robinson will shortly 
return to Brooklyn after an absence of three months 
spent in the Holy Land. Mr. Robingon went with a 
party of distinguished Baptiat divines whose churches 
gave them seven months leave of absence while his 
was but for three months. 

Is i& not monstrous that churches should beg 
money from their members and spend it in sending 
ministers to the Holy Land, which now bears about 
as much resemblance to its ancient appearance as 
Ben Butler does to a winged cherub? But it is 
fashionable to send “our minister to Europe,” and 
no matter if children go hungry to bed the beloved 
pastor must hav his fling at Europe. He must stand 
on the banks of the Jordan ; he must visit the alleged 
place of crucifixion, the alleged tombs of departed 
saints, and shed some alleged tears, and on his return 
home open wide the eyes of guileless Sunday-school 
children by the alleged marvels of the dullest, laziest, 
and most unattractiv spot on the face of the earth. 

If superstition did not coat so much—if it did not 
draw the life-blood as it were from the ignorant and 
eredulous who are also poor—if it were but the 
amusing plaything of the rich and well to do, we 
could afford to laugh at its absurdity and pass it by. 
But when it becomes (as it is) an oppressiv taxation 
on the laboring class which superstitious fear com- 
pels it to promptly pay, we know it to be the duty 
of every sensible man to expose its fraudulent char- 
acter and if possible liberate its votaries from their 
self-imposed imprisonment of thought. 


Sunday-school teacher: Les, Johnny, if God had so 
pleased, Jonah could hav been swallowed by an oyster as 
easy as by a whale. Everything is possible with God.” 

Professor Harper in a lecture to fifty students at Yale: 
** It is the very best history [alluding to the Bible] God him- 
self could make. If he could hav made a better one he 
would hav done s0.” 

Here is a how do you do! 

Sunday-school children are taught that God can 
do anything, Professor Harper puts a limitation on 
his powers. These “higher criticism” gentlemen 
would hav us believe that they hav measured God's 
ability, know all about his intentions, been let into 
his secret counsels, know all about his reasons 
for making a muddle of the Bible, in fact, to use 
prevalent slang, that they “are in it" They cer- 
tainly hav put their foot in it. In one breath we are 
told that God never made a mistake, and that the 
Bible is the word of God—in the next, that the 
8 1 has errors in it and yet it is still the word of 

od. : 
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Now, this contradiction is so plain, so palpable, 
that it cannot fail to reveal to the most obtuse and 
‘fanatical religionist the absurdity of the whole story. 
It will ultimately reach the denouement. that has 
ensued when a wag suddenly stops on Broadway, 
steps to the corner, and gazes intently upward ; in a 
second another man stops and looks up and aske 
“ What is it?” but the wag only shakes his head 

_ mysteriously and soon another and another join in 
skygazing, until the number reaches fifty, then the 
wag calmly walks away, leaving the crowd to realize 
the “sell” in their own good time. And so it hap- 
pens that some ancient wags hav perpetuated this 
wort of a joke on humanity. They hav kept their 
eyes heavenward; they hav shaken their heads 
mysteriously ; they hav spoken in horrent whispers 
of a God, of a heaven, and of a hell, and humanity is 
just awaking to the fact that it is as simple a joke as 
any jester ever originated, and is becoming ashamed 
that it did not see it before. 

We welcome the “higher criticism” scholars ; they 
are the first to raise a doubt as to whether our an- 
cient Hebrew wags ever saw anything. “Do you 
see yonder cloud?" says Hamlet to Polonius; “ me- 
thinks -it looks like a weasel. It is Sacked like a 
weasel, or like a whale." “ Very like a whale,” ech- 
oes Polonius. As a matter of fact, Hamlet and Po- 
lonius were looking at a cloudless sky, and the crafty 
old sycophant, like the time-servers of Moses and 
the prophets, re-echoed his master, and the whole 
court was ready to swear that it was “very like a 
whale.” These old ancient fakirs knew the humbug- 
gery of divine pretensions made by themselvs and 
their brother-wags and “gathered in the face on’t,” 
and here we are in the nineteenth century just be- 
ginning to discern the real character of the rascals. 
We hope the New York Sun will see the necessity 
of starting anew the familiar cry, “ Put the rascals 
out.” Ww. Arren Smura, 

— 2 ͤœ—ãU— — 


The “ First Cause” and Its Creation. 


It is strange how some men will set up, merely to 
knock down, a man of straw, to show that somebody 
else has set up the same thing. Christianity is 
founded upon the inventions and hallucinations of 
priesteraft about a great “first cause,” and the time 
when “all things were created” and the machine 
put in motion by a personal being called * God," 
who continues to hav an interest in the way the ma- 
chine runs—in short, that “he” is not only the crea- 
tor but the “governor and ruler” of the machine, 
or universe, or whatever you may call it, including 
especially his own created “ dearly and beloved chil- 
dren,” a certain portion of which were foreor- 
dained " from way back to be damned, regardless of 
any effort on their part to be good and go to the 
place of the elect ; who also are as prone to kick over 
the traces and to sin as sparks are to fly upwards— 
even as those who are elected to be * damned.” 

The Christian dogmas also teach that this incom- 
prehensibly good father and creator occupies a place 
called “heaven” and sits on & golden throne, with 
all fore, as well as future, knowledge of all things 
that ever did, or ever will, happen; and that in spite 
of the Bible record of his acts and disposition, he is 
a being of infinit love without possibility of hatred 
or anger. The Christian dogmas do not teach who 
created this being, and assert that he is self-existing 
without a first cause;” but are silent as to where 
he was and what he was doing, solitary and alone, 
for indefinit time before he conceived the idea or 
begun this labor of “creating all things,” ponderable 
and otherwise, out of nothing, and starting them 
whirling through space. Nor do the Christian dog- 
mas tell at what particular time, “time” and space 
were created; but of course it must hav been during 
the seven days; during the time that he crested all 
things “ without whom nothing was created.” This, 
however, still remains of the great “mysteries of 
godliness.” The sacred and inspired and infallible 
records are sadly deficient in this regard, and God’s 
regular successor, Pope Leo, nor any of his infalli- 
ble and truly moral and eminently victorious prede- 
cessors, hav ever condescended to enlighten the 
world on this point so well calculated to induce In- 
fidelity among their followers, if any of them should 
happen to indulge in a thought. There is little 
doubt that they knew all about it, but would not 
tell, for fear of breeding thoughts. And Leo XIII. 
wants to keep it as his own particular and pet secret. 
But it is reasonable, in view of storage, to suppose 
that time and space were both created before the 
time when the “heavens and the earth,” and the 
Bun, moon, stars, and planets, were all molded and 
located. ] 

Now I come to my point that some people will do 
ridiculous things in erecting men of straw to knock 
down, as did A. Wettstein in TRE Taura Srxxkrs of 
May 16th to make the untenable vagaries of Mr. 
Walker look more ridiculous. To do this he assumes 
and argues from the ides of limited space by saying 
that when space is once filled, as it must evidently 
be at some time,” ete, in which he ig referring 
directly to infinit space where God has his abode 
pecording to the Obristiso idea. It is no grest tri- 


."expounders" has utterly failed to giv his children 


umph over Mr. Walker's man of straw to set up 
another one, too werk to stand or be knocked down. 
How can Mr. Wettstein reconcile the idea presented 
in his argument “ with the postulate of science gen- 
erally accepted,” that infinit space has no limit? To 
make his idea worth basing an argument upon he 
will hav to indicate the extent of space that “must 
evidently be filled at some time,” and then let us 
know what is the thickness of the shell and what is 
on the outside, and how far it is to some other place 
beyond. However old time may be, conceding space 
to be unlimited, it at once makes the idea of any per- 
son or being as the “ruler and governor” of it su- 
premely ridiculous and impossible, unless God,“ 
the reputed creator and ruler, through his inspired 


the meaning of words and a language to express 
truth. On the same page with Mr. Wettstein's idea 
on “Space Filling” is also “Mr. Laperche's Views” 
—another proof that some people will aay ridiculous 
things regarding what they evidently do not know 
rauch about, for the purpose of setting up straw men 
to be knocked over. But it is one of the great and 
good features of the grand old Trura Szexer that 
everybody can get a fair hearing, subject to the 
knocks that may come from being a little “off color" 
now and then—for the sake of an argument, to push 
Over a scarecrow. Brother Wettstein ig a vigorous 
writer, but, like others, liable to slop over, in his 
zeal to render justice to the many-colored inventions 
of priesteraft to keep their dupes in ignorance and 
proper subjection, to reach their bottom dollars. 
W. S. W. 
— . —A—Üꝓ—Uĩ 
Illinois Legislators Go to Heaven. 
From the Byron Express. i ! 

At 9 o'clock on Sunday morning a distinguished 
party of representativ men of Illinois left the city of 
Oregon for a place of considerable notoriety, 
* Heaven," situated about five miles from Rockford. 
The party passed through Byron en route at 11 
with only a moment’s stop for coal. The parties 
reached the mansion at 12:30 o'clock, and were given 
a royal welcome by the only and inimitable Geo. 
S. Schweinfurth, familiarly known as Jake or Colonel 
Jake, but by those of the true faith as Christ, 
“The God-man,” “ The Savior.” 

The party consisted of Senators Leeper, Shum- 
way, Wright, and Farmer; Representative Wilkin- 
son, Stringer, Meyer, Oraig, and Wilson, and were 
under the guidance of Al. H. Waggoner, of Oregon, 
now chief engrossing and enrolling clerk of the state 
legislature. 

These men were not there on official business. 
They came simply to satisfy their curiosity and for 
a lark. Al had been there once before in sum- 
mer and listened to the old man talk, played with 
the golden-haired heir of heaven, and sighed at the 
angels, but he had little idea of the sermons preached 
by the reformer. In addition to these honored 
names mentioned above we must add the names of 
Attorneys Seyster and Bacon, and Samuel Ray, of 
Oregon. Mayor Bacon enjoyed the name of being 
the only Republican of the party, and Seyster en- 
joyed the sermon, the first one of the year, at least 
for him. A little fellow in a white hat, from Rock- 
ford, was also there. He represented the Star and 
wanted the mob to understand that. He needed 
breathing-room enough for two senators and one 
representativ, and next to Ool. Jake was the man of 
the occasion. Tbe party was comfortably seated in 
the audience-room of the mansion, and at 1 o’clook 
p.m. the grand master began the ceremonies, firing 
the force of his discourse at the distinguished gather- 
ing in front of him. A mistake was made when the 
audience was seated. They scattered the male mem- 
bers of the flock Triumphant among the representa- 
tive, and to the uninitiated it was hard to tell which was 
whieh. We picked out the ugliest old plug we could 
find there and said, “Sel Van Pruag—smart man 
too bad he livs in Chicago.” In the testimony part 
of the meeting this old chap rose to testify, and we 
turned away disgusted. There ought to hav been 
a strawberry mark on the saints or the solons—we 
wanted to know which was which. The ceremonies 
drag. The old man has prepared a sermon for the oc. 
easion, and the newspapers come in for some practical 
advice—bourgeois, leaded, and “tf.” After this he 
talked to the law-makers and gave them some prac- 
tical advice on the future laws; it was given freely, 
without cost, and worth as much. It was fun to see 
the boys as the sermon progressed. They twisted 
around on their chairs and squirmed like eels; some 
slept, and others looked longingly out of the win- 
dows; some goi up and went out; some groaned 
and grunted as the hard chairs blistered their tender 
forms, but stayed. Outside was gathered quite a 
crowd, and local politics wag the theme of conversa- 
tion. Sen. Leeper walked around to rest his weary 
limbs, and as he viewed the beautiful place, he said, 
“Tf I owned this farm the rest of them could go to 
hl.“ This seemed to be the general impression. 
Poor Waggoner fared worse than some ; he was given 


a front seat and put on his good behavior, and there 
he sat, nothing to ent—all he could do was to look 


exodus, each trying to get away first. 
from Springfield are hungry, but no one complains 


at the soprano singer. Seyster and Bacon agreed as 
regards the sermon. It reminded both of them of 
a former county clerk of Ogle county talking on the 
tariff question. But the longest discourse, as well 
as the toothache, comes to an end. Schweinfurth 


finished at 3:20 r.m., and sat down after the second 
best effort of his life. We'll say nothing of his other 
effort, save that it was well done. 


And now the testimony was in order, preference 


being given the angels. And they testified well, 
without a skip or a break, believed Schweinfurth was 
the second 
savior; that theirs was a heaven on earth, etc., ad 
infinitum, ad nauseatim. A couple of the younger 
angels testified to their absolute purity with a free- 
dom of expression that certainly was fresh, one men- 
tioning the parable of the vine and the branches and 
expressing the hope of union with Christ. It was 
too much for our delicate sensibilities. 
very bitter in their denunciation of the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. 
furth wants a corner on the earth; a little more 
flesh would improve the looks of some of the skele- 
tons there and the devil wouldn’t take the whole lot 
without a bonus. 
to the euphonious cognomen of Jack, said: Well, 
we've settled it. 
paragon of perfection, but who was that soprano 
singer ?” 


hrist, a great reformer, a holy man, the 


Some were 


It struck us thusly: Schwein- 


One of the visitors, who answered 


Sehweinfurth is pure and holy, & 


The clock now ticks out 5 and the son of divin- 
ity stops the orgies. It is over and there is an 
The boys 


of thirst. They were disappointed. Hadn’t seen 
the child that lisps out “ma” and “Holy, Holy, 
Holy Ghost,” nor congratulated Mary. As soon as 
it is fairly out they drive home, and when once away 
from the mansion recover their youthful spirits and 
say they've had a big time, but something seems to 
say, “Sold, sold, sold. Ain't you fellows sold? 
sold? sold?" We suppose that they will show 
up on Tuesday morning at Springfield, not much 
the worse for their Sunday's sermon, and be in con- 
dition to draw their pay when it is drawable, this visit 
included in the bill. 

— r — —— 

Lectures and Meetings. 


Tue Portsmouth, O., Secular Union has entered upon a 
mission of practical work, distributing literature, etc. Dona. 
tions of books and pamphlets by friends of the cause will be 


thankfully received. Correspondence solicited.— Will S. 
Andres, Secretary; J. L. Treuthart, President. 


W. S. BELL recently gave three lectures in Coggon, Is., 


where he was threatened with rotten eggs, and where Elder 
Brown mendaciously told the audience at one of the lectures 
that Ingersoll, Underwood, and Watts were licentious men. 
Mr. Bell told the man of God that he was an infamous liar. 


Tax Chicago Secular Union has closed its regular Sunday 
evening lecture course, to reopen on the first Sunday of Sep- 
tember. The committee is preparing the list for September 
and October, which will cover a variety of interesting sub- 


jects, treated by able speakers. Hon. Elliot Anthony (supe- 


rior judge) has already accepted the invitation to address the 
Union. A few special meetings may be held during the 


summer Vacation. 
— t —— 


How to Help The Truth Seeker. 
1. When renewing get a friend to subseribe and 
thus save a half dollar apiece. 
2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand 


or in his shop window. Be sure that he displays the 


pictures. 

3. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to take off his 
hands at the end of the week any that remain unsold. 
If he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
among your acquaintances. On your request, we 
will send you back-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be 
picked up—in the train, in the factory, in the 
meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts, 
and when convenient hand one to a friend. 

7. Get a new subscriber by pursuading some 


friend 
to take it. . 


— . —ä—j—Eꝓ — 


Waar! is it not idolatry? asked my friend quietly. 
What else can you call the religion of you Christians, 
which makes a human being of that Incommunicable 
God, that Supreme Deity, the Great Spirit of the 
Universe, Jehovsh, our Lord, whom we Jews worship 
in spirit and in truth? You pray to a man who, you 
say, was God Incarnate; you worship one who lived 
and died a man like yourselvs, and who is still, (o 
you, now in heaven—especially moved to listen to 
human prayers because of his own experiences on 
earth, . . God has been incarnate in man no 
more than in the Egyptian bull; and your worship 
of Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph and Mary, 
is as pure idolatry—that is, the worship of a created 
and finite being—as was ever the faith which made 
Apis a divine incarnation, and Dagon a god in whom 
were light and life and power,— Mrs, Lynn Linton, 
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Sunday Laws and Sabbath Observance.—Con- 
cluded. 

Sir William Domville says: '"'Centuries of the 
Chriatian era passed away before the Sunday was 
observed aa a Sabbath. History does not furnish us 
with a single proof or indication that it was at any 
time so observed previous to the Sabbatical edict of 
Constantine in 4 » 321" (Ex. of Six Texts, p. 291). 

“Not any ecclesiastical writer of the first three 
centuries attributed the origin of Sunday observance 
either to Christ or his apostles” (Ibid., Supplement, 

. 6, T). 
sr tnne declared: It is certain that Christ himse‘f, 
his apostles, and the primitiv Christians for some 
good space of time, did constantly observe the 
seventh-day Sabbath. The evangelists, and St. Luke 
in the Acts, ever styling it the Sabbath day, and 
making mention of its solemnization by the apostles 
and other Ohristians, it being still solemnized by 
many Christiane after the apostles’ times, even till 
the council of Laodicea, an 364” (Diss. on Lord's 
Day Sabbath, p. 33, pub. 1633). 

Heylyn said: “Take which you will, either the 
fathers or the moderns, and we shall find no Lord's 
day instituted by any apostolic mandate ; no Sabbath 
set on foot by them upon the first day of the week” 
(Hist. Sabbath, part 2, chap. i, see. 10). 

We now present the translation of the celebrated 
edict of Constantine. The original edict may be 
seen in the library of Harvard College. “Let all 
the judges and town people and the occupation of 
all trades rest on the venerable day of the Sun, but 
let those who are situated in the country freely and 
at full liberty attend to the business of sgriculturs, 
because it often happens that no other day is so fit 
for sowirg corn and planting vines; lest the critica) 
moment being let slip, men should lose the commodi- 
ties granted by heaven” (Ency. Britannica, Art. 
Sunday). 

The same authority (Enoy. Britannica, Art. Lord's 
Day), after calling attention to the usual scriptural 
arguments, says: Still it must be owned that these 
passages are not sufficient to prove the apostolic 
institution of the Lord’s day or even the actual 
observance of it.” 

“Buck's Theological Dictionary” (p. 403), after 
presenting all the first-dey arguments, says: “Thess 
arguments, however, sre not satisfactory to some, 
and it must be confessed that there is no law in the 
New Testament concerning the first dey.” 

Kitto (Oye. Bib. Lit, Art. Lord's Day) reads: 
“Though in later times we find considerable rofer- 
ence to a sort of consecration of the day, it does not 
seem at any period of the ancient church to Lav 
assumed the form of such an observance as some 
modern religious communities hay contended for. 
Nor do those writers in any instance pretend to 
allege any divine command or even apostolic practica 
in support of it.” 

Tyndale, who gave us our English version of the 
Bible, says: “As for the Sabbath, we be lords of the 
Sabbath, and may yet change it into Monday, or into 
any other day as we see need, or make every tenth 
day holy day, only if we see cause why” (Tyndale's 
Answer to Moore, book i, chap. 25): 

Zwingle: “It is lawful on the Lord’s day, after 
divine service, for any man to pursue his labor” 
(Oox’s Sabbath Laws, p. 287). 

Beza, the great Calvinistie theologian: “ No cessa- 
tion of work on the Lord's day is required of Ohris- 
liens " (Ibid., p. 286). 

Bueer, the great German reformer: “Avd doth 
not only call it a superstition, but an apostasy from 
Christ, to think that working on the Lord's day, in 
itself considered, is s sinful thing (Ibid., p. 287). 
WHO OHANGED THE SABBATH FROM SATURDAY TO SUNDAY ? 

THE ROMAN CATHOLIO CHURCH ! 

The Roman Caiholies are the only consistent ob- 
servers of Sunday; they do not pretend that the 
Bible, end the Bible alone, is their sole rule of faith 
and practice, as all Protestants do. 

Protestant reader, we ask your very careful study 
of the following extracts from Roman Catholic oste- 
chisme, published by the Roman Catholic publishing 
house, by and with the authority and approval of the 
preps of the church ; and in use by all good Oatho- 

ies. 

Q: What are the days which the church commands to be 
kept holy, or observed as days of particular devotion ? 

A. The Sunday, or Lord's day, which we observe by apos- 
tolic tradition instead of the Sabbath. 

Q. What warrant hav you for keeping the Sunday prefer- 
able to the ancient Sabbath, which was the Saturday? ? 

A. We hav for it the authority of the Catholic church and 
apostolic tradition. 

Q. Does the scripture anywhere command the Sunday to 
be kept for the Sabbath ? : 

A. The scripture commands us to hear the church (Matt. 
xviii, 17, Luke x, 16). and to hold fast to the tradition of the 
apostles (2 Thess. ii, 15), but the scripture does not in particu- 
Jar mention thie change of the Sabbath. St. John speaks of 
the Lord’s day (Rev. i, 10), but he does not tell us what day of 
the week this day was, much less does he tell us that it was to 
take the place of the Sabbath ordained in the commandments. 
St. Luke also speaks of the dieciples meeting to break bread 
on tbe first day of the week (Acte xx, T), and St. Paul (1 Cor. 
xvi, 2) orders that on the first day of the week the Corinthi. 
aus should lay by in store what they designed to bestow in 
charity on the faithful in Judea; but neither one or the 
other tell us, whether this first day of the week was to be 


henceforward the day of worship, and the Christian Sabbath ; 
so that in fact, the best authority we hav for this ancient 
custom, is the testimony of the church. ; 

And therefore those who pretend to be such religious ob- 
servers of the Sunday, whilat they take no notice of other 
festivals ordained by the same church authority, show that 
they act more by humor, than by reason and religion, since 
Sundays and holy-days all stand upon the same foundation, 
viz., the ordinance of the church (The Catholic Christian, p. 
231, chap. 23). 


Q What is this day of rest ? 
A. The Seventh day of the week, or Saturday (Gen. ii, 


28). 
à Q. = is then Saturday we should sanctify in order to obey 


od 

A. During the old law Saturday was the day sanctified ; 
but the church, instructed by Jesus Christ and directed by 
the spirit of God, bas substituted Sunday for Saturday 
(Cath. Oatechism of Rel.). 


Q. What is the third commandment ? 

A. Remember that thou keepest holy the Sabbath day. 

Q. When began the Sabbath to be kept? ! 

A. From the very creation of the world; for then God 
“ blessed it, and rested on it, from all his works " (Gen. ii, 2). 

Q. When was this commandment renewed? 

A. In the old law; when God gave the commandments to 
Moses, on Mount Sinai, written with his own finger in two 
tables of stone (Ex. xx, xxi. 18). 

Q. Why was the Jewish Sabbath changed into Sunday ? 

A. Because Christ was born upon a Sunday, rose from the 
dead upon a Sunday, and sent down the Holy Ghost upon a 
Sunday, works not inferior to the creation of the world. 

Q By whom was it changed? 

A. By the governors of the church, the spostles, who also 
kept it; for St. John was in the spirit on the Lord’s day 
(which was Sunday) (Apoc. i, 10). 

Q. How prove you that the church hath power to com- 
mand feasts and holy days? 

A. By the very act of changing the Sabbath into Sunday, 
which Protestants allow of; and therefore they fondly con- 
tradict themselvs, by keeping Sunday strictly, and breaking 
most other feasts commanded by the same church. 

Q. How prove you that ? 

A. Because by keeping Sunday, they acknowledge the 
church power to ordain feasts; and to command them under 
sin: and by not keeping the rest by her commanded, they 
again deny in fact the same power (Abridgment of the Chris- 
tian Doctrin, p. 58). à 

Protestant friend! Here is a text from the New 
Testament bearing directly upon this subjzet, Which 
needs your mosb careful and prayerful consideration: 
Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselvs ser- 
vants to obey, his servants ye are whem ye obsy; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness ?” 

According to the New Testament, then, obedience 
is worship. Do you worship God, obey his com- 
mandments, keep his Sabbath? Hav you the sign 
that you are of his Israel? Or do you worship the 
pope of Rome, obey his commandmerts, keep the 
day he hes substituted? Whom ye obey ye worship. 

Is it noi evident that Sundsy-keepers are God's 
Sebbath-breakers ? i 

Reader, let us be honest with ourselvs; you hav 
the clear evidence, the plain, unmistakable faete. 
Dare to think. Dare to investigate. The time has 
come to rise out of the deep rut of tradition and 
blind acceptance of other people's say-so. 

There is in the mind of many men a touch of 
superstition which causes them to fear that there 
may be something about Sanday-kesping which 
they ought not to oppose; and whick causes them 
to think it would be better to seem to favor laws for 
its observance, and so they yield to superstition, in- 
stead of investigating for themselvs, and acting up 
to their convictions. 

Why worry over secing the moon over your left 
shoulder ? JN 

Tbe New Testament never spplies the name Sab 
bath to the first day, néver once calls it holy. But 
it does most emphatically deelare that there is no 
transgression where there is no law (Rom. iv, 15; 
1 John iii, 4). 

If this be so, what sin is committed by working 
on Sunday ? 

If the name Sabbath were no longer applied to the 
first day, but it should always be called“ first day,” 
as it is in the Bible, would it not soon lose all its 
sacredness in the eyes of the people, and bə ob- 
served simply ss a day of rest and recreation ? 

Is it not wicked to “make the commandments of 
God of none eff: et by your tradition” (Matt. xv, 6) 

“He answered and said unto them, Well bath 
Esaias prophesied of you hypoorits, as it is written, 
this people honoreth me with their lips, bub their 
heart is far from me. 

* Howbeit in vain do they worship mo, teaching 
for docirins the commandments of men. 

“For laying aside the commandments of God, ye 
hold the tradition of men” (Mark vii, 6, 7, 8). 

Let us not be misunderstood. We do not deny 
the right of a person to keep Sunday, or any other 
day, as religiously as they please. We maintain that 
any person, if they so choose, has the tight to keep 
Sunday; although there is no command of God for 
it, and by doing so they ignore God, Christ, and 
Bible, and worship the pope of Rome. That is no 
one's business but their own. Men ara responslble 
to their God alons for their conduct respseting sny 
religious observance they believe to hav bsen en- 
joined by him. 

What we do very strongly objsct to is the assump- 
tion of authority by Sundsy.keepers, and their de- 
mand for laws to compel everybody else to keep 


Sunday, regardless of the fact that it is contrary to . 
the plainest teachings of the Bible, and a violation 
of our state constitution, which guarantees absolute 
freedom cf religious sentiment, belief, and worship 
to every individual. 

THE LEGAL EVIDENCE. 3 : 

Sunday laws are contrary to the Constitution of 
the United States. PN 

The first Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States was adopted in 1789 by the first Con- 
gress that met under the Constitution. It reads, 
Congress sball make no law respecting an estab- 
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof.” 

In 1796 a treaty was made with Tripoli in which 
ib was declared, Article 2, That “the government of 
the United States of America is not in any sense 
founded on the Christian religion.” 

Baneroft in his history of the Constitution of. the 
United States (last chapter) says, Vindicating the 
right of individuality even in religion snd in religion 
above all, the new nation dared to set the example 
of acsepting in its relations to God the principle 
first divinely ordained of God in Judes. It left the 
management of temporal things to the temporal 
power; but the Amerioan Constitution, in harmony 
“with the people of the several states, withheld from 
the federal government the power to invade the 
home of resson, the citadel of conscience, the sane- 
iusry of the soul; and not from indifference, but 
that the infinit spirit of truth might move in its 
freedom, purity, and power.” 

The passage of a law compelling rigid Sunday ob- 
servance would constitute decision of a religious 
controversy in which even Christians themselvs are 
at issue. And would thus place a religious dogma 
in the statute law, thereby uniting church and state. 

It elevates that branch of the Obristian church 
which keeps Sunday by establishing a religious tenet 
held by them, and it brings hardship upon those 
who disagree with them. E 

Aud this hardship would not come to the Jew, the 
Seventh Day Adventist, and Baptist by virtue of 
their relation as citizens, but by virtue of their re- 
ligion, which comes not in conflict with the rights of 
their fellow. citizens, but in conflict with a religious 
dogma enforeed by civil law. 

No sophistry can evade this conclusion. Sunday 
legislation means religious legislation, class legisla- 
tion, and union of church and state. 

Sunday laws are a direct invasion of our constitu- 
tional rights, and the inalienable right of acquiring, 
possessing, and protecting property. . 

The following extract from an opinion of the 
supreme court of Oalifornis, is language that can 
never be successfully controverted: “The right 
to protect and possess property is not more clearly 
protested by the Constitution then the right to ac- 
quire. The right to acquire must include the right 
to use the proper means to attain the end. The right 
itself would be impotent withou& the power to use 
the necessary incidents. 

“Tf the legislature hav the authority to appoint a 
tima of compulsory rest—it is without limit, and 
may extend to the prohibition of all occupations at 
all times. For the Constitution to declare a right 
inslienable, and af the same time leave the legisla- 
ture unlimited power over it, would ba a contradic- 
tion in terms, an idle provision, proving that a con- 
stitution was a mere parchment barrier, insuffisient 
to protect the citizen, delusiv and visionary, and the 
practical result of which would ba to destroy, not to 
conserve, the rights which they may assume to pro- 
tect. The legislature therefore cannot prohibit the 
proper use of the means of acquiring proporty, ex- 
cept the peace and safety of the state require it” 
(Ex parte Newman, 9 Oal. p. 517). 

As the right to acquire property includes the right 
to use the proper means to sttein that end, and as 
such n law deprives a man of the use of such means 
during one-sixth of his time, it follows that it is a 
violation of that provision of the fourteenth Amend- 
ment of the United States Constitution, which də- 
clares that No state shall deprive any citizen of life, 
liberty, or property without due prosass of law.” 

LEGAL PRECEDENTS. . 

We are told there are many precedents—deeisions 
of supreme courts of several states—favoring Sun- 
day laws. 

So there are * precedents " for the rack, the thumb- 
screw, the dungeon, the fagot, and the stake. 
There is the precedent of the most holy Inquisition 
to make men religious according to law (torture their 
bodies for the salvation of their souls; 1 Oor. v, 5), 
but thst does not make those precedents worthy of 
respec}; nor does it make right a principle which, 
persistently followed up, would necessarily lead to 
such methods. 

COMPULSORY LEGAL WORSHIP, 

We are told that a Sunday law is not intended to 
eompel people to worship on that day, but only to 
compel them to close their places of business and 
stop secular work. 

The people are not so much concerned about what 
is intended, as they are about what is accomplished 
by such legislation. 
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Washington declared, Every man who conducts 
bimseif as s good citizen is accountable alone to 
God for his religious faith, and is to be protected in 
worshiping God according to the dictates of his own 
conscience.” 

Tt is true men require rest; they also require sleep 
and food. (Why not hav a civil law to secure a day 
of rest for women, and prohibit extra cooking, dish- 
washing, bsd-making, as well as extra dressing and 
fixing, on holy Sunday ?) 

Men need to sleep at night. Shall we hev a civil 
law deereeing—under penalty of fine and imprison- 
ment—wihai time all shall go to sleep? 

Men eat, generally, three times a day; the majority 
dine noon, aa we hav an act of Oongress—a 
civil law—compelling all people to eat between t 
hours of 12 andi) 2n 

If legisiation is necessary to secure the working- 
man reat one day each week (and it seems the minis. 
ters are convinced no other dsy will giv the needed 
rest than Sunday), why is it nob much more neces- 
sary to hava law to compel them to rest every night? 

If the people of the United States do not know 
enough to rest on Sunday, or any other day when 
they need rest, then it is certain they much more re- 
quire the paternal wisdom of Congress to,send them 
to bed each night, for all must admit sleep each 
night is more necessary than rest on Sunday. 

The rank hypoerisy of the advocates of a civil 
Sunday law is at once apparent if it is suggested 
that a Jaw be passed to insure all a day of rest every 
Wednesday. Every Sunday-keeping fanatie indig- 
nantly proteats, Oh! that would be a violation of 
their religious rights. No. Troy want a law to 
eompel everyone, whether they believe it right or 
not, to keep Sunday. 

It is not a eivil law, s sanitary regulation, they 
desire, but a religious law—a law to compel ali to 
adopt their religious ideas and notions; and they 
admit that the enforcement of a rigid Sunday law 
is but the entering wedge toward enforcing obedience 
to other duties they allege we owe to God. 

Civil government has nothing to do with what we 
owe to God, or whether we owe him anything or 
not, or whether, if we do owe him anything, we pay 
it or not. 

SAINTS HELPING GOD. 

Religious zesl enlists the strongest prejudices of 
the humen mind, and, when misdirested, under the 
delusiv pretext of doing God's service, excites the 
worst passione of our astare. When man undertakes 


to become God's svsnger he becomes a demon. | 


Driven by the frenzy of a religicus zeal he loses 
every gentle feeling, forgets every clsim alike of jus- 
tica, meray, and humanity, and becomes ferocious and 
unrelenting. : 

ASK HELP FROM THE LORD, INSTEAD OF THE LAW. 

Ii there is a day which the almighty desires 
should bə exelusivly devoted to his worship—and 
remember the proof both biblical and historical is 
herein given that Sunday is not that day—would it 
not bs better to rely on his almighty power than on 
the arm of the law? 

Why are the ministers and church organizations 
spending so much time, means, and energy, trying 
to obtain the power of the law to force all to obedi- 
ence, when, if they fulfill their avowed mission, if 
they only hav faith as a grain of mustard seed, they 
can 80 readily obtain the sure and almighty power of 
God? 

When the Sunday law advocates shall in answer 
to their prayers hav secured the ministrations of the 
Holy Ghosb to move on the hesris of men, inducing 
them to yield loving obadienca to all God's require- 
ments, thera will be no need of the strong arm of 
the law, the policeman's club, or threats of fine and 
impriaonment, to induca all to observe “the Sab- 
bath” or any other religious rite or ceremony. 

Tae cenurch has never been able to stand on its 
own feet. It has invariably leaned upon the crutsh 
of the state. Obristian priests hav always endeav- 
ored to hav their dogmas propagated by law, so they 
could silensa all opposition and compel obedience— 
in olden times by the rack, the dungeon, and the 
stake, in our day by means of the policeman’s club 
and the felon's cell. 

The church when unable to assume supreme 
power has been harmless as a dove, but whenever 
wedded to the civil power if has become tyrannical 
and persecuting; before it the greatest despots the 
world ever saw pale into insignifisance. 

No serap of history records an instance of any 
government ever persecuting its people on account 
of their religious belief until some religious power 
got behind the throne. No exception osn be cited 
in all the history of the past whenever ary religious 
power got behind the throne that persecution of the 
people who differed with thst religious power did 
not result. i l 

THE OONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON. 

A most distinguished humanitarian truly declares: 
“You might as well hav s government united by 
force with art, or with poetry, or with oratory, as 
with religion. 

„Religion should hav the influence upon mankind 


that its goodness, that its morality, its justice, its 


| ligion.” 


charity, its reason; and its arguments giv it, and no 
more. i . i 

The religion that has to be supported by law is 
without value—is not only a fraud, but & curse. 
Tze religious argument that has to be supported 
by a musket is hardly worth making. l n 

“A religion of love can never need bowie knives, and 
revolvers, policemen’s clubs, chains, and dungeons. 

“ Our fathers founded the first secular government 
that was ever founded in the world. Recollect that. 
Tae first secular government—the first government 
that said every church has exacfly the same rights, 
and no more. 

* In other words, our fathers were the first men 
who had the sense, had the genius, to know that no 
church should be allowed to exert more than its moral 
influence. Our fathers devoted their livas and fortunes 
to the good work of forming a government for the 
protection of the rights of man.” 

Our young giant state of Washington jg far in 
advance of ali other states in its provisions for re- 
ligious liberty. : 

. Our state constitution, Article I, Section 11, resds: 
* Absolute freedom of conscience in all matters of 
religious sentiment, belief, and worship shall be 
guaranteed to every individual, and no one shall be 
disturbed in person or property on account of re- 


The constitution clearly defines, and positivly 
states, the only conditions which can render a person 
liable to be disturbed in person or property—to wit, 
acts of licentiousness, or practices incompatible with 
the peace of the state. 

Hence no person pursuing any legitimate occupa- 
tion or lawful pleasure or pastime on Sunday, avy 
more then on any other day of the week, can be dis- 
tarbed, either in person or property, because of any 
one else's religious opinions. 

Uader the constitution of the young giant state 
of Washington every man enjoys the same right of 
eonscieneo, and is responsible to no earthly tribunal 
for his religious faith, and cannot be made by fine 
or other penalty to observe holy days, or other 
religious festivals, against his honest convictions. 

Ohristians differ as to which day is the Sabbath, 
some Claiming the first, and others the seventh, day 
of the week, and it is not the provines of the govern- 
ment to asy which is right. 

The rights of conscience are individual and cannot 
be settled by srraying the larger number against the 
smaller. 

The Oonstitution regards the conseience of the 
Jew as sacred as that of the Christian. The test of 
citizenship ig not based on any religious creed. The 
greater part of a community may be sgreed concern- 
ing some matter of conscience; bub if only one 
among them holds a different opinion his rights of 
consciences are just as sacred as thoce of all others, 
and must be respected. 

Says Judge Cooley: “The Jew and the seventh- 
day Ohristian, who is forced to respect the first day 
of the week when his conscience requires of him the 
observanes of the seventh day also, may plausibly 
urge that the law discriminates against hia religion, 
and by forcing him to keep a second Sabbath in such 
week, unjustly, though by indirection, punishes him 
for his belief.” 

Legislativ bodies having jurisdiction can declare 
legal holidays in which no business can be enforsed 
by one man upon another, but hav no right to dis- 
tate the manner of observance of the day by the 
individual; one can work, another pray, and so on, 
as it suits the individual taste; but no man, no 
legislativ body, under the constitution of the state 
of Washington has a right to say to any individual, 
“Thou shalt not work.” 

To prohibit men from following their honest 
occupations at any time under penalty of arrest, 
fine, or imprisonment is to relegate honest work to 
the realm of crime. 

Under our state constitution not alone religious 
faith and worship ia assured, but absolute freedom in 
all matters of religious sentiment, and no citizen can 
be disturbed in person or property on account of re- 
ligion or religious rites, ceremonies, high days, Sun- 
days, or holidays, however much the sentiment or be- 
lief of others—sven the largest msjority—may re- 
gard such observances as essential. 

So far from being opposed to Sunday. keeping, we 
are zealous defenders of its observance. It is the 
grand, good old solar holiday of all pagan times, and 
should ba devoted to rest, recreation, and amuse- 
ment, and for those who choose, to worship. But 
all are entitled to full freedom, to perfect liberty to 
spend its hours as they please; always providing 
that in the enjoyment of its liberties no one shall 
encroach on the rights or privileges of others. 

A great outcry is made about the need to hava 
Sunday law so as to close up the saloons on Sunday. 
To insist on a law to close saloons on Sunday is to 
déclare that it is right and proper to hav them open 
on the other six days of the week. But under our 
atate constitution whatever is permissible on any 
other day of the week is equally go on Sunday. 

It should be remembered that the saloons are the 
outgrowth of Christianity. There are no saloons 


to be found outside of Christian communities. 

Open the museums, the library, the picture gallery, 
the baseball grounds, encourage excursions on the 
sound and in the woods—provida innocent amuse- 
ments and recreation—if you would hav the saloons 
deserted. ` 

In the name of law, constitutional and siatutory, 
moral and civil; in the name of enlightenment, prog- 
ress, and common sense, why. should the people of 
Washington, having the best constitution of any of 
the states of the Union, desire to go back tothe Blue 
laws of the Puritans ? 

In the language of that zealous Christian and self- 
sacrificing worker for civil and religious liberty, Rev. 
Alonzo Jones, editor of the American Sentinel, in 
his spesch before the United States Senate commit- 
tee on education and labor at Washington, D. O.: 

„The noble men who pledged their lives, their 
fortunes, and their sacred honor, when they estab- 
lished our Constitution, separated, as they supposed 
forever, this nation from all the wicked influences of 
the church-and-state systems of the colonies, of Eng- 
land, and of ail other nations of all times. l 

* And under this Constitution, in true liberty, civil 
and religious, in genuin enlightenment and prog- 
ress, this nation has deservedly stood as the beacon- 
light of the world for a hundred years. Let this 
splendid nation ever still look forward and not 
backward ; let it still hold its honored place before 
all the uations; and God forbid that by any such 
effort as is now being made in behalf of thia Sunday 
law, this glorious nation should be brought down 
from her high place and made to follow in the papal | 
train. 

“Gentleman, no further argument is needed to 
show that the Sundsy laws of all the states, and the 
principles of the decisions of the supreme courts which 
sustain them, sre wholly wrong, springing from the 
papal principle of church and state and supported by 
the equally un-American principle of the omnipotence 
of the legislativ power. They are totally subversiv 
of American principles. Yet Sunday laws hav never 
been, and can never be, sustained on any other prin- 
ciple. And this is only to say that which is the sum 
of all this discussion. : 

“ Phere is no foundation in justice, in right, or even 
in expediency, for any Sunday laws, or Lord's day 
laws, or Sabbath laws, under any government on 
this earth.” 

Reader, the facts are before you; look them 
square in the face, discard the smoky, grimed specta- 
cles of sectarianism, and let reason, right, and truth 
hav free course, and they shell elevate, purify, and 
glorify mankind. Then we shall hav a religion free 
from forms that fetter, clear of the cant that kills. 

A religion that incites love for sil that is highest, 
holiest, and best, without slavish fear or adherenca 
toa creed abounding in absurdities and contradic- 
tions, demanding faith in impossibilities. 

A religion that makes righteousness, right doing, 
rational, true manhood divine, freedom secure, and 
charity universal. O. B. Reynoips 

8 — . — 
Comments. . 

I was deeply interested in “Hebrew Polytheism,” 
by A. H. Darrow, in Tae Trurs Ssexzn, May 16 h. 
That first verse in Genesis In the beginning the 
Gods created the heaven [not heavens | and the earth” | 
—has been my trump card against the plensry inspira- 
tion of the Bible in all my discussions, both oral and 
written, for nearly forty years. My explanation is 
this: The legends and fables picked up by the He. 
brews were all fabricated by people who believed in 
many gods; hence their traditions were in the plural 
number when referring to their deities. We hav &m- 
ple evidence all through the Oid Testament that the 
Hebrews were strongly inclined to polytheigm. if not 
wholiy given over to it. See Gen. xxxi, 30-33, 
where Rachel stole her father. in-law's, old Labau's, 
household gods. It was always diffioult for the lead- 
ers to restrein their tribes from making and wor 
shiping golden calves in imitation of the miraculous 
ox, Apis, worshiped by the Egyptians as their deity. 
Solomon even went after the heathen (*) gods of hia 
numerous strange women, and is now in sheol, ae- 
cording to the decisions of Calvinism and the rulings 
of the clergy. 

The ancients, being anxious to make it appear that 
the Hebrews worshiped but one god and were m^n- 
atheists, translated the plurel noun Elokim into tha 
singular number, God ; and our “holy fathers,” and 
“ gioh like,” were not “smart” enough to follow svii 
with the pronouns “us” snd “our,” so we hav all 
this mystery among the divines as to whom the plural 
pronouns balong to, that Mr. Darrow quotes. 

What a simple solution, and yet the learned thso- 
logiavs hav supposed, inferred, guessed, desired, 
hoped, wondered, and fooled over this sacred blunder 
until they hav mada themselva too ridiculous to ba 
laughed at; and all because they were loath to admit 
that the firs; ohapier of the Bible taught us tha: a 
plurality of gods craated the heaven and the ear:h, 
instead of their one, only, little six-by-nine God of in- 
ferior proportions, limited capacity, and finite knowl- 
edge. Erua E. Grssox 

Barre, May 17, 1891. i 
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New Subscribers. 


Sincere thanks are hereby given to Messrs. A. 
Thomas, George Beman, T. R. Payne, James Fors- 
land, T. E. Longshore, John Burton, Fisk Brothers, 
H. B. Foster, R. O. Richardson, and W. S. Hutche- 
gon, for new subscribers sent us recently. And we 
venture to ask others of our friends to do as they 
hav done. We desire to extend our list a great deal; 
it is, indeed, imperativ, for the publication of so large 
a journal as Taz Teor Szrxrh is very expensiv, and 
to meet our obligations promptly we need a larger 
revenue. Will not the friends of mental liberty do 
a little to help us? 


Ovx readers will every one be glad to know that 
work upon the book of the Bible Pictures which hay 
been published in Tae TIR SERRER will be pursued 
activly this summer and the volume brought out 
early in the fall. 

If Mr. John Peck's health will permit—and it 
probably will—he will assist in preparing a good por- 
tion of the reading to accompany each picture. The 
volume will contain between two and three hundred 
pictures, and will be sold for one dollar. It will be 
the greatest book of Bible stories ever printed. 
‘Orders will be thankfully taken at any time and filled 
at the earliest moment the book leaves the press. 

— —— — 


One Museum Open on Sunday. 


At last the trustees of the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art hav yielded to the inevitable and opened the 
doors of that institution for at least a part of the 
day on Sundays. The pressure of public opinion 
had become too strong for them, and when a petition 
asking for the opening with thirty thousand names 
attached was presented to them, they used the op- 
portunity to reinstate themselvs in the good opinion 
of the public—a good opinion which had very largely 
changed to the other thing. 

A good many years ago the German societies pre- 
sented a petition for the same thing. This docu- 
ment seems to hav been lost. No one ever heard 
from it, the press said nothing about it, and it was 
wasted ammunition. In 1885 the subject of Sunday 
opening came up in the Board of Estimate and Ap- 
portionment, and Mr. Jessup, president of the Mu. 
seum of Natural History, was invited down-town to 
show cause why the museums should get their fifteen 
thousand dollars apiece annually from the public 
treasury unless the public were permitted to see the 
collections contained in the museums on Sundays. 
Mr. Jessup responded, argued against Sunday open- 
ing, and the matter was dropped by the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment. 

But there were others who took it up. Mr. S. P. 
Putnam was the secretary of the American Seoular 
Union, and for a time was stopping in New York at- 
tending to his sectarial duties. One evening he and 
the Editor of Tax Truru Szxxer were dining to. 
gether, and the action of the Board of Estimate was 
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criticiaed, and then and there the two heretics deter- 
mined to see what could be done in the premises. 
The Editor drew up the petition, obtained the ad- 
dresses of all the prominent men in town—politicians, 
lawyers, business men, judges, heretical preachers, 
and sent the petitions to them. Mr. Putnam visited 
the newspaper offices and urged the editors to advo- 
cate the opening. Mr. Hepworth of the Herald had 
already printed something about the matter and said 
he could not take up the Union’s petition, but would 
proceed on the line that it was a Herald movement. 
The other papers, to head off the Herald, took up 
the Union’s petition, and the town was extensivly 
notified that it had some museums, which no one be- 
fore seemed to remember, and that it was desired by 
some people that they be open on Sundays. The 
religious papers, for once, told the truth, and said it 
was an Infidel movement. 

The trustees refused to yield to the petition. Mr. 
Putnam had to print his argument and mail it to 
them, and they sent men to Albany to fight every 
bill introduced in either branch of the legislature to 
compel them to open on Sundays. They were offered 
an increase of ten thousand per year from the city to 
open, but they would not take it. They acted like 
dogs in the manger, pigs in the trough, and seemed 
determined to do as they pleased regardless of the 
publie which gave them the buildings and helped 
support them. 

But the agitation begun by the two diners, sug- 
gested by the Board of Estimate, has never ceased. 
Public sentiment has steadily been in favor of the 
plan, the press has constantly prodded the trustees, 
and lately separate bodies of citizens hav circulated 


more petitions for such opening. Altogether over 


sixty thousand people hav asked the trustees for the 
privilege of visiting the place on Sundays. Bills hav 
been introduced in both senate and assembly to com- 
pel such opening; successiv boards of city officials 
hav demanded it— and at last it is done! 

The ministers of course opposed it, and circulated 
a counter-petition, but it was not presented at the 
meeting of the trustees on the 18th instant when 
after a.three hours’ session it was “ Resolved, That 
until further order of this board the museum be 
opened free to the public every Sunday from 1 P. x. 
till half an hour before sunset.” Of course the 
pietists are displeased, but the citizens of New York 
who spend an afternoon in the museum won't care 
very much for that. Elliot Shepard desires to hav 
the Fourth commandment altered to read, ** Remem- 
ber one-half of the Sabbath to keep it holy?’ but 
then no one cares much for people of his ilk. Over 
eleven thousand visitors were in the museum on the 
first open Sunday. 

The trustees of the American Museum of Natural 
History, on the other side of the park, ought to con- 
sider the action of the trustees of the Museum of 
Art, and go and do likewise. 

—— . — 


The Presbyterian Assembly. 


The Presbyterian General Assembly met in Detroit 
last week to consider the affairs of that church, 
among which were the charges of heresy against 
Professor Briggs of the Union Theological College. 
After a great deal of lobbying for and against the 
professor, the committee to whom were referred the 
charges reported as follows: 


* The standing committee on theological seminaries to 
whom were referred certain overtures respecting the Rev. 
Charles A. Briggs, D.D., beg leave respectfully to report 
that they hav examined the same and find that sixty-three 
presbyteries hav overturned the general assembly in 
reference to the utterances of Dr. Briggs, contained in the 
address which he delivered on the occasion of his induction 
into the chair of biblical theology in the Union Theological 
Seminary, New York. $ 

‘Inasmuch as the theological training of our candidate 
for the ministry is a matter in which all the presbyteries 
hav a deep and common interest, the presbyteries aforesaid 
are to be commended for their vigilant regard for the purity 
of the church. 

“It appears from ‘that. report that On Nov. 11, 1890, 
the Edward Robinson professorship of biblical theology 
was founded and endowed by Charles Butler, LL.D., 
by the gift of $160,000, and that at the same time Prof. 
Charles A. Briggs, D.D., was transferred to the new chair 
from the Davenport professorship of Hebrew and the 
cognate languages. On Jan. 20, 1891, Dr. Briggs delivered 
an inaugural address on * The Authority of Holy Scripture,’ 
which has been the subject of severe criticism, and which is 
the occasion of the recommendations which your committee 
feel constrained to make to the assembly. . 

**Your committee are constrained, therefore, to say that 
in their judgment jt is the duty of the assembly to disap- 


prove of the appointment of Dr. Briggs to the Edward Robin.  . 
son chair of biblical theology in Union Theological Semi- 
nary." 

Since Dr. Briggs delivered his inaugural address, 
the directors of the seminary hav interviewed bim 
on his belief. In his address he said: 

“I shall venture to affirm that, so far as I can see, there 
are errors in the scriptures that no one has been able to ex- 
plain away ; and the theory that they were not in the original 
text is sheer assumption. . If we should abandon 
the whole field of providential superintendence, so far as 
inspiration and divine authority are concerned, and limit 
divine inspiration and authority to the essential contents of 
the Bible, to its religion, faith, and morals, we would still 
hav ample room to seek divine authority where alone it is 
essential, or even important, in the teaching that guides our 
devotions, our thinking, and our conduct.” 

In his reply to the directors’ questions on the 
same subject he said: 

Question: Do you believe the Bible inerrant in al! mat- 
ters concerning faith and practice, and in everything in 
which it is a revelation from God or a vehicle of divine 
truth, and that there are no errors which disturb its infalli- 
bility in these matters, or in its records of the historic events 
and institutions with which they are inseparably connected ? 
Answer: Yes.” 

This is regarded by nearly all his co-sectarians as 
exceedingly non-committal and indefinit, and it is go. 
Almost anyone can say Yes to it. In things in 
which it is a revelation from God the Bible must be 
inerrant. The real questions are, Is there a God? 
and Is the Bible a revelation from him? Dr. Briggs 
believes there is a God, and that some portions at 
least of the Bible are his words to man. Therefore 
he could easily answer affirmativly to the ingeniously 
worded query. A real heretic would hav immedi- 
ately asked the directors to show there is a God, and 
the proof that he ever communicated with man, Of 
this evasion of the real question by the directors and 
the professor the Independent says: “It looks as 
though it were designed to mislead the public. We 
do not charge this; the directors are all honorable 
men; we Only say that it has the appearance of a 
trick, to which Dr. Briggs himself hag consented in 
order, if possible, to save his position.” The Znde- 
pendent's view is undoubtedly correct. 

One of the noisiest of the lay delegates was the 
editor of an evening paper in this town, who is also 
the head of the Sabbath Observance Society. He 
has been assumed, and with good reason, to be more 
kinds of an undesirable non-intellectual than any 
other man his respected father-in-law had ever seen. 
His hobbies were Anti-Briggs and * Sabbath" 
observance. This is what he, as chairman of the 
committee, committed the Assembly to on the latter 
subject : 

‘‘First.—That this General Assembly express profound 
gratitude to God for the fulfilment of his declaration in the 
Fourth Commandment by his blessing the country and those 
who hav kept his day holy. 

** Second.—That we most earnestly recommend to the na- 
tional and state commissioners and municipal directors of 
the Columbian Exhibition, to be held in Chicago in 1898, 
immediately to decide that its doors shall not be open to the 
public on Sunday and to announce that decision so that the 
public conscience shall be set at rest on the subject, and 
that Christians of all denominations may consistently unite 
in rendering that exhibition a great success by attending it 
with their families, sending their exhibits there, and praying 
to God, who would thus be honored by the keeping of hig 
day holy, to bless the exhibition and make it surpass all 
other similar demonstrations by any nation, and that a cer. 
tified copy of this resolution, properly authenticated by the 
signatures of the officers and by the seal of the general as. 
sembly, shall be intrusted to the Sabbath Observance Com- 
mittee for presentation to the said authorities. 

“Third.—That the work of the American Sabbath Union 
in behalf of the Sabbath day is accordingly recommended to 
our pastors and churches for their action, coéperation, and 
prayerful encouragement. 

** Fourth.—That the first week of April, 1892, be observed 
by our churches as a period for special prayer for the bless- 
ing of our father who is in heaven upon all the people, that 
they may be led to a better observance of his holy Babbath 
day the Lord's day.” 

The implied threat of boycotting the Fair unless 
its gates are closed on Sundays concealed in the sec- 
ond resolution will not escape observation. Mr. 
Shepard and his clique are of that sort of people who 
devoutly believe in their own right to rule the uni- 
verse. The“ public conscience," outside of the more 
orthodox churches, is against Sunday closing, most 
people not being very pious in personal matters, how- 
ever indifferent they are to the church’s encroach- 
ments upon our liberties or willing that she should 
exist at the expense of the general publie. But the 
Sabbath observance people, with an arrogance pro- 
portioned to the falseness of their claims, assume to 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 6, 18901. 361 

SSS eee 
represent the public, and speak just as though they | the statues in the Metropolitan Museum statuary | way. They say that “ striking proofs of their deprav- 
did not know they were lying. And we hav no idea | room are indecent, but hundreds of the most refined | ity may be seen in the general propensity of man- 
that any General Assembly ean control any Presby- and best educated citizens of New York and other | kind to vain, irrational, or cruel diversions; in the 
terian business man—unless he is as great a hypoerit | places hav the same kind in their parlors, and find | universality of the most ridiculous, impious, inhu- 
as & late block-tin importer who cheated the govern- | not only nothing indecent in them, but that they are | man, and most diabolical sins; in the aggravating 
ment and gave part of his gains to the church— | beautiful, refining, and moral influences. Who shall | circumstances attending the display of their corrup- 
who may desire to exhibit his productions at the| define, then, the meaning of the word indecent? Aj tion; in the many ineffectual endeavors to stem its 
Pair, or any Presbyterian who may desire to visit the | board of censors would be as fallible and as often | torrent; in the obstinate resistance it makes to di- 
Fair on Week days, though some will probably be | foolish as the judges and jurors in our federal courts, | vine grace in the unconverted; the amazing strug- 
found who will not personally visit the grounds on | for they would inevitably exhibit their lack of broad | gles of good men with it ; the testimony of the hea- 
Sunday. The resolution of the General Assembly, | education, as do the present officials. It isa solid, | then concerning it; and [do not laugh, please] the 
therefore, will not materially decrease the successful | if lamentable, fact, that federal officials are conserva- | preposterous conceit which the unconverted hav of 
prospect of the exhibition. tiv, old-fashioned, and narrow, if they be not ortho- | their own goodness.” So here we hav the three es- 
Tt is, however, a very good exhibition in itself of | dox; and radical social literature would probably be | sential theological points which condemn the world, 
the bigotry and tyrannical principles of Presby-| promptly condemned by any board of censors likely | viz.: the statement of the church, the Bible au- 
terianism. to get into office. College presidents are oftentimes | thority, and the human reason for it. The conclu- 
very ignorant people. |: sion is, according to the Confession of Faith, that 
Mr. Harman remains eheerfully unflinching through “ every sin, both original and actual, doth in its own 
all his troubles, determined to pursue the work he] nature bring guilt upon the sinner, whereby he is 
has set for himself. He does not believe in self. | bound over to the wrath of God and curse of the law, 


— .9—————— 
Questions Involved in Mr. Harman's Case. 


About the time this issue of Tue Truru SzRR B 


is being read, Mr. Harman is undergoing the ordeal 
and so made subject to death, with all its miseries 


of appeal to a higher court from the barbarous de- 
cisions of a lower tribunal. The result is doubtful, 
But if the Holy Bible is a mailable book, as decided 
by the post-office department, then certainly Mr. 
Harman has committed no offense whatever. Even 


the O'Neill letter, coarse and disgusting as it was, is 


exceeded in nastiness many times by the passages in 


“holy writ” to which we hav frequently referred, and 


which Judge Tyner had before him when he declared 
that the Bible is all right. 
The absurdity of having laws so elastic as these 


under which Mr. Harman is arraigned is forcibly 
shown in the fact of his sentence on the Markland 


letter and the further fact that the Bible is declared 


to be perfectly unobnoxious to the law. No fair- 
minded. person can read the letter and the dirty 
verses of the Bible and say that fhe language of the 
One Latin 
word designating a natural function can never be so 
greatly vile as hundreds of Saxon descriptions of other 
The administering of the law is 
therefore a mere question of taste and prejudice .And 
as under such elastic conditions there can be no abso- 
lute rule, go will injustice continue to prevail. One 
man for doing a less act will go to prison; another 


latter is not by far the more objectionable. 


natural functions. 


for doing an equally harmless but possibly more dis- 
gusting act—that is, an act of worse taste—of the 
same character will go scot-free, and even be com- 
mended for “disseminating the gospel.” 
shame and an outrage, and such laws should be re- 


pealed, for there is no way of administering them so 


that equal and impartial justice shall be done. 


An instance of this is the cases of Lucifer and 
the Zwentieth Century, an Anarchist journal pub- 
lished in this city. For printing the Markland letter 
Mr. Harman, editor of Lucifer, was sentenced to five 
years’ imprisonment, serving several months of the 


sentence, and, if the appeal be decided against him, 


will be obliged to finish the cruel decree, which may 
But the other 


mean death, as he is an elderly man. 
journal has printed a letter on the question of taste, 


condemning Mr. Harman’s taste, but at once taking 


up the same subject and discoursing thereon in a 
manner just as objectionable to some people as was 
the Markland letter to others. And if those people 
had the editor of the Zwentieth Century before 
them in court he would undoubtedly be imprisoned 
—8 gross Outrage, to be sure, but not a bit more so 
than the punishment of Mr. Harman. But, as it is, 
nothing will be done to him, as he livs in a little 
more enlightened community than Mr. Harman. It 
-is this difficulty in drawing lines; the whole matter 
is so exclusivly a question of taste; the tastes of 
people differ so widely; so much, in fact all, depends 
upon the education of the jurors, whether it has 
been broad and literary or narrow and pious, that 
there seems but one safe course to pursue, and that 
is to repeal the federal statute and leave the pun- 
ishment of vendors of the undoubtedly obscene— 
those things which hav for their object only obscen- 
ity—to the local suthorities. Philadelphia ladies 
found the nude pictures in an art gallery—the best 
works of the best artists in the country—to be inde- 
cent, and if the painters had sent their creations 
through the mail and had these ladies for jurors, the 
walls of our penitentiaries would hav been the only 
places they could hay exercised their skill upon for 
several years. Indecency is as great a crime in the 
eye of the Comstock Jaw as obscenity. But what 
shall be regarded as indecent is again wholly a ques- 
tion of taste. Some people hay ssid that some of 


It is a 


appointed guardians of himself and others, and he 
does not shrink from being “ harsh as truth and un- 
compromising as justice.” He yields to all the rights 
he claims for himself, but is determined to maintain 
his ground. “I hav no right," he says with the 
greatest of all defenders of liberty, to make of my 
brain a sieve, and say that only that which passes 
through belongs to the rest of the human race. I 
claim the right to choose. I giv that right to all.” 
But we somehow think that Mr. Harman has been 
educated a little by the trouble he is in, and would 
perhaps yield to the rules of etiquet and politeness 


which, Thoreau says, the human animal has had to 


invent to make continued intercourse bearable and 


to prevent us from flying at each other’s throats. 
From respect for his friends’ opinions, if for no other 
reason, he probably would not print another letter 
of the nature of those for which he was indicted. 


In this we believe him to be wise. 
ee —ñ—— 


Total Depravity. 


Eve fell from their original righteousness and com. 
munion with God, and so became dead in sin, and 
wholly defiled in all the faculties and parts of soul 
and body. 


all evil. 


This charitable view the Presbyterians—and in- 
deed, in a sense, all evangelical churches—support 


by reference to holy writ as follows : 


** For all hav sinned and come short of the glory of God 


(Romans iii, 23). 


„And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins (Ephesians ii, 1) Wherefore; as by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death. 
passed upon all men, for that all hav sinned (Romans v, 12). 

„And. God saw that the wickedness of man was great in 
the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of hig 
heart, was only evil continually (Genesis vi, 5). The heart 
is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who 


can know it? (Jeremiah xvii, 9). 


“ Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my 
mother conceive me (Psalms li, 5). And Adam lived a hun- 
dred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, 
after his image: and called his name Seth (Genesis v, $). 
Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one (Job 
xiv, 4). What is man that he should be clean ?. and he which 
is born ofa woman, that he should be righteous? (Job xv, 14), 

“For when we were yet without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly (Romans v, 6). Because the 
carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can be (Romans viii, 7). 
That which is born of flesh is flesh, and that which is born 


of the Spirit is spirit (John iii, 6). For I know that in me, 


(that is, in my flesh), dwelleth no good thing; for to will is 


present with me, but how to perform that which is good I 
find not (Romans vii, 18). 


** And the Lord said, The imagination of man’s heart is evil 
from his youth (Genesis viii, 21). As it is written, There is 


none righteous, no, not one: there is none that understand- 
eth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone 
out of the way, they are together become unprofitable, there 
is none that doeth good, no, not one (Romans iii, 10, 11, 12). 

„Who can say, I hav made my heart clean, I am pure from 
my sin? (Proverbs xx, 9). For there is not one just man 
upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not (Ecclesiastes 
vii, 20). 

Many oiher passages corollary to these are quoted, 
but the above are the most direct and explicit upon 
the subject. But theologians also show it in another 


The Presbyterian Confession of Faith says that 
by the sin of eating the forbidden fruit Adam and 


Further, that they being the root of all 
mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed, and the 
same death in sin and corrupted nature conveyed, to 
all their posterity. And, also, by their original cor- 
ruption the race are utterly indisposed, disabled, 
and made opposit to all good, and wholly inclined to 


spiritual, temporal, and eternal ”—that is, hell! The 
whole thing, of course, rests upon the acceptance of 
the Old Testament as of equal authority with the 


New and upon the truthfulness of the Christian 


scheme of the fall, the atonement, and the redemption 
through Christ. But as the Christian scheme is 
wholly untrue there is no need to worry over it. 

We hav written this to help our friend J. B. Wise 
out in an argument with s preacher. 


— — —a—u— — 
Mr. Junkin’s Peculiar Notions. 
Mr. Junkin, of Wyandot, Ohio, rises to remark, in 
the Herald and Presbyter : 


„Why go around by the tedious and uncertain route 
through Congress when we already hav the power needed 
[to close the post-offices on Bundays] vested in one man, our 
postmaster-general! Let the Christian people and all 
friends of the Sabbath appeal directly to him asking that he 
issue an order closing all offices and stopping all mails on the 
Sabbath. Such a proclamation will be only less in impor- 
tance than that of the immortal Lincoln freeing the millions 
of slaves in the South. It will liberate many thousands 
from their Sabbath toil, and grant them that rest which is 
their right, and help very much in securing the proper ob- 
servance of the day throughout the land. Such an appeal 
coming up from the people wil command the attention of 
this good man.” 

Mr. Junkin seems to consider that Mr. Wanamaker 
administers his office for the benefit exclusivly of 
Ohristians. Mr. Junkin is no doubt a good man, as 
men go, but he has peculiar ideas of the duty of a 


postmaster-general. 
Editorial Notes. 


“ Women vote in Kansas. At the recent election in that 
state 8 Woman in Wichita having safely deposited her ticket 
in her shopping bag went to the polls with the best intent. 
But being unable to find her ticket, she kept the judges wait- 
ing for ten minutes and at last voted a ‘receipt for making 
pickles.’ Whether this was a good omen or not has not yet 
been decided.” A religious journal prints this item as an ill.. 
concealed sneer against woman suffrage. But voting a re- 
ceipt for pickles is just as sensible as voting for a Tammany 
Hall politician; besides, a good many thousands of male 
voters in the city would vote a receipt for making pickles 
or anything else if ballots were not put in their hands. They 
cannot read, yet the religious paper maintains their right to 
vote simply because they are males. But anignorant woman 
is no worse than an ignorant man. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Parkhurst, from whose sermon on the present 
fuss in the Presbyterian church we quoted last week, sent 
the manuscript of the discourse to the Tribune, and the 
Christian Advocate picks out the following expressions for 
reprobation: '' The very best thing in the world is love, and 
we are going to need quantities of that, or else before the 
next three years are by the Presbyterian church will be a 
veritable hades above ground. . . . As though God 
were tired and the Holy Spirit off on a vacation 
If the apostleship had not started before Princeton did, there 
would beno show for the apostleship. . . Why, when 
the recent vote was passed in our presbytery indicating that 
one of our number would hav the chance pretty soon to 
stand up to the ecclesiastical rack, the moment the vote had 
been declared I saw one of the oldest and saintliest members 
of the presbytery smile with a smile that was well on toward 
six inches in length. . We do not believe that God 
ever told Moses to say that conies chew the cud, because 
conies do not chew the cud, Lev. xi, 5, to the contrary not- 
withstanding. . . . If Presbyterianism cannot keep 
out of bed without ignoring its Christian scholars and vitu- 
perating its Christian experts, the sooner it givs up the ghost 
the better, for it will economize medical expenses and save 
watchers.” The Advocate thinks that ‘‘a spirit of extrava- 
gance pervades the statement of facts in the discourse, and 
much of it is nearly down to the usual level of Ingersoll in 
its wholesale railing against the church and Presbyterianism, 
and especially some of the Psalms of David.” When Dr. 
Parkhurst, or anyone else, gets ‘‘ down to the level of Inger- 


oll, he will talk better than he or anyone else does now, 
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Zellers from friends. 


Frnt, la., May 18, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: W. S. Bell, of Oakland, Cal., delivered a 
course of three Liberal lectures to a large and appreciativ 
audience, May 9th and 10th, at Peoria, Ia. Mr. Bell as a 
lecturer ia clear, forcible, and entertaining. Societies in 
want of a lecturer cannot do better than to secure his serv- 
ices, A. L. BHANGLE. 


May 20, 1891. 
Mn. Eprror: Please send me another copy of lists of 
books, as a so-called Christian, a noted Seventh Day Advent 
minister, bought my history of the Nicene council to get the 
life of Constantiue the Great, and my small Infidel library is 
lent all the time and I cannot keep it at home. And espe- 
cially Miss Gardener's books are all the go among the pure 
at heart. I am sending all the time for more books. I want 
those that oppose rotten Catholicism. The world is getting 
more enlightened day by day. 
Iu sending Freethought or Deist books I giv the ladies 
preference, as they are the mainstay of churches and super- 
stition. Jas. T. AXLEY. 


MAXANDA, III., May 17, 291. 
Mr. Eorrog: I hav carefully read and reread Brother 
Wettstein’s article in last week's TRUTH SzzKer, and OW- 
ing to the softening of my brain, or some other cause, I 
am unable to see the logic of his inferences and conclu- 
sions. It requires some self-denial not to review his ar- 
ticle, but I will not ask the space in the crowded division 
of your paper to which my articles are allotted, for such re- 
view. In my preceding articles I hav sta'ed my views, 
and the reasons for them, in as plain English ss I can 
command, and I am content to leave the subject, without 

further discussion, to your thoughtful, intelligent readers. 

Very truly, W. W. WALKER. 


Jonia, Mros., May 19, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find post-office order for the extra 
copies of Tug TRUTH SEEKER sent me, also for the ANNUAL 
of this year. Your paper givs me good Sunday reading, 
while fashionable people are gone to church, not one in one 
thousand of whom cares for or listens to the preaching, or 
knows anything of it when he gets home, or ever thinks of 
his blood atonement professions which he tries to believe. 
Now, if two wrongs will make one right, 
In blood atonement take delight, 
And kill a good man often, 
Then chime his praises from church-bell spire 
And howl ye hoarse, each pulpit liar, 
A savior’s blood and brimstone fire, 
Till hardened sinners soften. 


8. M. Bayarp, M.D. 


May 20, 1891. 

Mz. Eprror: A noted Presbyterian divine recently died 
ia Denver, Col., and on his deathbed made the following 
confession: “I hav been a living lie all my life. I hav 
always believed in Liberalism, but clung to the ministry for 
the money there was in it. Irealize that Iam dying. My 
mind is as clear and I am as sane as at any time during my 
life, &nd I desire to state that in belief I am an Atheist. 
There is no power superior to nature; matter is eternal; it 
had no beginning, it will hav no end." His last words were, 
There is none other god than Nature." Christians never 
tire of harping over the deathbed repentance of Infidels.” 
How does this confession sound to them? This is likely the 
conclusion which the majority of ministers arrive at near the 
close of life, but the confessions no doubt are suppressed by 
the minister in attendance. The relativs of the divine men- 
- tioned in this article were anxious that the confession be 
suppressed; their solicitations were of no avail. I myself 
was a devoted Catholic for forty years, but at last hav evo- 
luted therefrom. Onas. FREDERIOK HUTOHINSON. 


Paros Grove, Wis., May 11, 291. 

Mr. Eptror: Inclosed find $4 35—$8 to renew my sub 
scription for the grand old Trura BxkkkER, and $1 to help 
Secularize this government. It is the widow’s mite.” O 

` that it might hav the power that the widow's mite of old 
had, to ever increase the store for the cause for which this 
mite is sent. Consider me as a life subscriber. As long as 
I can I shall surely help the cause that much, and wish I 
could do & thousand times as much. 

The fools are not all dead yet. Thirteen of them were 
dipped last Sunday by the preacher in the creek in spite of 
cold winds. But then I suppose the Lord tempered the 
winds to the shorn lambs. Bah! Ishould think it would 
make them bleat. One man has told me since that his 
daughter was afraid to be dipped, as she had a bad cold, but 
he told her not to fear, and she was dipped and her cough 
has stopped since—no more cough. Which is proof positiv 
in his estimation that the Lord takes care of those that obey 
his (the preacher’s) commands. What superlativ nonsense! 
and that, too, in this day and age of time and man! When, 
oh, when will all the fools be dead, and when will wisdom 
reign? Echo answers, When? The thirty-five cents is for 
the Liberal Hymn-Book,“ which please send. And giv 
my thanks to Heston, glorious Heston. 

Mary Y. B. HUuPRHRB RT. 
AxiN Farm, Arx., May 15, 1891. 

Me. EptroR : I received your paper, and was well pleased 
with its Ingersollic tenor. You bet, Gods are scampering 
and disappearing before the waves of such as Shaw, Inger- 
soll, and yourself. Giv them Hail Columbia. Let them 
know that the legitimate result of sin is death, and all that 
is false shall be followed by evil consequences. You bet, 


Shaw is making them scuttle down South, a goodly number 
having already stepped off their flat earth and gone worlds 
without end. Hell is very nearly frozen over, and in time 
not very remote we can all skate on its ice with safety and 
discuss the triumphant victory. Witchcraft, incantations, 
magic wands (Moses's rod), and the New Jerusalem corn- 
stalk fabric, hav been hunted for, but by all the aid of the 
telescope no trace can be found, save where Superstition 
once dragged her clanking chains through the flower-beds 
of innocence. Priestcraft is dying, and dying hard. In her 
last moments she still grits her teeth at Science, and her last 
whisper is Hell—her favorit word. 


Dear rose, Freethought! our natural rights 
Spring up and giv us truth and light; 
Giv us thy colors, tints, and hues; 
Giv us thy beauty 80 bright and so pure ; 
O float thy fragrance through the land! 
Circle this globe on which we stand! 
The flowers of spring do fade away, 

They wither and decay; 
But truth will stand and never fade, 

And shine in endless day. 


Compliments of W. A. TALLEY. 


Forr FAIRFIELD, Mr., May 16, 1891. 


Mr. EptroR: Having been presented with 8 copy of the: 


Truth SEKER ALMANAO, and having read Brother Heston’s 
*Bhoutin' Joe” with unalloyed pleasure and laughter, as 
well as having read the book all through and liked it very 
much, I cannot resist the desire to write you. 

In Taz Teura Szexer of March 28th I read several letters 


giving pretty exhaustiv arguments with regard to Spiritual- 


ism. Now, then, please allow me to state my brief argu- 
ment as bricfly as possible. Suppose, for instance, I am 
pretty well off (which I am not), and wish to bestow a sub- 
stantial favor upon a neighbor whom I respect and withhold 
it from one whom I do not. 


fer immortality upon man and not upon the brute. He has 
the power to do it. But how inanimate nature can confer 
immortality upon man and not upon the brute, is what I 
cannot see—is what I cannot believe as yet. That's where I 
stop. That is as far as I can go with my Spiritualist friends, 
whom I esteem very highly. Icannot possibly see why any 
one should expect a continued existence after death with 
nothing to wear, nothing to eat, nothing to drink, nothing 
to do, nowhere to go, nor anything else but one extremely 
monotonous life to eternity. . 

This boundless universe is ‘self-existent, coeternal with 
eternity, without beginning or end. In my opinion, there 
never was 8 time when there was no time ; and in my opinion 
there never will be a time when that sun will not shine from 
the starry vault above (or if there is, it will be millions of 
years hence) the same as it has been shining for millions of 
years in the past. What I mean by the above is, that this 
universe was never created by the Christian’s mythical God. 

Very respectfully, H. H. Guman. 


CLEVELAND, O., May 15, 1891. 
Mrz. Eprror : Although considerable has already been writ- 
ten on the badge question, I claim the privilege—with the Ed 
itor's permission—of adding to the theme by expressing my 
opinion. The U. M. L. emblem, designed by the late Lucy 
L. Churchill, West Richfield, O., is the original Free- 
thought badge, and, according to my judgment. is the most 
elegant, scientific, and complete, as well as the one most 
widely known. Being the most comprehensiv, it is best 
adapted to the purpose for which such an emblem is designed, 
and by wearing it all classes of Freethinking and intelli- 
gent people can readily recognize each other and be brought 
together socially, besides numerically showing their strength 
to battle with the wily enemy for the overthrow of supersti- 
tion and ecclesiastical power and the establishment of free 
speech, free press, and a free country. The United States 
of America has no need to copy from France, Germany, or 
other foreign nations; but, having produced the Universal 
Mental Liberty badge, which meets all requirements—and is 
therefore the best Freethought emblem extant—can confi- 
dently hope that in the not far distant future this design will 
be worn and recognized as the symbol of Liberalism 
in every civilized country in the world. I am the 
possessor of two of these unique badges—one gold 
and one silver—and hav been pleased and proud to wear 
one of them the past nine years, and shall continue to show 
my colors through this medium through the remainder of 
my life. Having expressed my appreciation of this emblem, 
and furthermore as comparisons are odious,” it is not nec- 
essary to make mention of the Pansy” or Torch of 
Reason" further than to say that a multiplicity of designs 
without special meaning or merit and inferior to the original 
one, are neither desirable, nor beneficial to the cause which 

they are supposed to represent. JoHN JACOB. 

Morven, N. C., May 16, 1891. 
MR. Eptror: One of the Methodist sky-pilots in our 
county is having quite a trouble just now. He has been 
giving the Infidels the devil for some time, and had & great 
deal to say in his pulpit about other people’s children’s mean- 
ness. J heard that he said considerable about some boys’ 
playing baseball on the holy Sabbath; among other things, 
that Christians ought to go and take clubs and break it up 
if it was not stopped at once. A short time since, he was 
intrusted with some money belonging to the church of which 
he was doing the braying. A few days since, he went to 
look at the money and, lo and behold! fifty dollars of the 
Lord’s money was gone. He called in one of the brothers 
and told him of the Lord’s carelessness in letting some thief 
steal the money, then told said brother that it must be a little 
negro girl, a servant in his family, that was the thief, as it 
was not possible for anyone else to get it. So Mr. Preacher 


Ihav the power to do that.. 
Then suppose there is a God on higb, and he wishes to con-: 


watched the little negro while the brother went to the stores 
to fiad some evidence in the way of bills made by the 
negro. When the brother returned he looked so solemn that 
the preacher asked him what was the matter. '* Why, 
brother, this is an awful serious case, as the negro is inno- 
cent and your own son is the person who stole the money." 
So they called up Johnnie, and, like the father of his coun- 
try, he couldn't tell a lie, and said, Yes, father, I took the 
money.” And so you see there was no stealing done. It 
made quite a different case from the poor little negro, as she 
would hav been put in jail if she had taken it. Johnnie is 
about eighteen years old. I notice our county paper does 
not say a word about the affair, but if it had been a negro 
or poor white trash they would hav caught it heavy. They 
are trying to hush up thís case and keep it out of the courts. 
I am going to do my best to get this case before the next 
court, for if punishing other people does any good I fail to 
see just why it wouldn't work just as well with a preacher's . 
son. So much for early Christian training and the prayers 
of Christian parents. Henry R. TEAL. 


BaooxLYN, N. Y., May 19, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrog: Iam of the opinion, particularly after read- 
ing Mr. Laperche’s views exposing humbug and fraud in the 
paper of May 16th, that this so-called ‘‘Spiritology ” is 
nothing but a base imposition and asad superstition. And 
so think many other readers, as is already proved. TRR 
Terura Szexer has always advocated banishment from the 
brain of all that is superstitious; and can it be that a me- 
dium,” masquerading so much like the preacher, after the 
pennies, is not too imposing on persons easily deluded? I 
am for the truth, manliness, enlightenment—light, no dark- 
ness until I am dead; and then it will not be my desire to sud- 
denly spring in shrouded ‘‘ spirit ” shape, shocking my sweet 
sister did she perceive me. Your good paper, Mr. Editor, 
contains but little of the spirits," but they are with us in 
each edition. I would, personally, be one thing or the 
other; and, as TuE TRUTH SEEKER is Agnostic, it is certainly 
not Spiritualistic. I consider the two widely apart, particu- 
iarly since the majority of your readers are not believing in 
any Holy Spirit," a dark room cabinet spirit,” or Cab- 
inet Rye” spirit to any excess. You are, and so are the 
most of us, for truth; and, I will say, investigation. The 
latter has led us to be freer men and women, no longer to be 
tied down to any one of the many different creeds, or to be 
fathered by any clergyman to lead us out of darkness." 
No more are we to be led by any individual inzo the dark- 
ness, af ter a sufficient admission-fee has been taken in for 
the performance, to view and converse with a long line of 
lost relativs and departed friends. 

I am exactly in accord with Mr. Laperche, and others 
who came out previously; but further, as you will already 
understand, I am for eliminating ‘‘ spirits” from TRHR 
TauTH SzEKER, and suggest that that organ will continue 
wholly on its original lines. 

Possibly I am wrong. My age is still young, and I am 
comparativly a recent reader of your paper, so grand in 
many ways. But what do you say, Mr. Editor? 

I noticed also in your issue of May 16:h the following 
words you made use of editorially: ‘‘ Aud indeed the re- 
turn to earth of one already dead and glorified, or the veri- 
table apparition of a spirit, isa thing which far transcends 
the limits of credibility." BARKER. 


KrgxsviLLE, Mo., May 18, 1891. 

Mr. EprrOR: As Spiritualism, pro and con, is being dis. 
cussed through your paper, please allow me space for a few 
remarks upon the subject. We cannot conceive of a begin- 
ning or ending of matter, time, or space. We do not know 
when, how, or where the mind of man originated, nor when 
or where it will end, yet we know upon what it depends for 
manifestation or development. When a man, or the body, 
dies, the mind no longer manifests itself through that body. 
What is the mind of man? Webster's definition is, “the 
soul;” and his definition of soul is, the immortal part of 
man.” No body of matter can be moved without contact 
and power applied. Place a small iron or steel ball on the 
top of a table and move a magnet around underneath, and 
you can cause the ball to roll in any direction you please. 
The latent force in the magnet is developed or manifested 
through the medium of the ball; which matter or force must 
of necessity pass through the table and come in contact with 
the ball in order to move it. Who can analyze or define this 
invisible matter or force? Certainly no one will deny its 
existence. ‘If the ball were placed upon the table without 
carrying out the conditions to success it would not move. 
Electricity; which passes through iron or steel with the 
rapidity of thought, must be something or nothing. Who 
can analyze or define it, or see the limit of its possibilities? 
Man, by seeking out the conditions required, has to an extent 
utilized this element or force by sending intelligence under 
the Atlantic and around the world, lighting cities, propelling 
cars, etc. If heavy bodies can be moved through the 
proper conditions by this invisible and inexplicable force, 
and the ball as mentioned without vlsible contact, may there 
not be other invisible forces which may, when coming in 
contact with proper conditions, operate in a manner myste- 
rious and inexplicable by us? Iam unable to explain the 
phenomena combining intelligence and force which I hav 
witnessed, which are not a matter of fraud, bata matter of 
fact. It would be-useless for me to state to those with pre- 
conceived and fixed opinions what I hav witnessed in this 
direction, when it is considered that the report of the inves- 
tigations into the matter by Zoellner and other scientists are 
taken by such as naught. There is no foundation in proof 
or fact that the intellectual part of man is not perpetuated 
after the death of the body. Concerning this Colonel Inger- 
soll neither affirms or denies. This is consistent. If there 
is such a thing as spirit, it must be matter, and that matter, 
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Goles and Clippings. 


W. J. ALEXANDER, professor of logic and 
rhetoric, has been expelled from the faculty 
of the state University at Columbia, South 
Carolina, because he is a Unitarian. 


A PRILADRLT RIA grand jury arraigns the 
Sunday law of Pennsylvania as a nuisance, 
**gn obsolete law which may hav been right 
and advisable in a small town in 1794, but 
which is now out of place in the new Phila- 
delphia of 1891.” 


AN enterprising Yankee has bought the 
whipping-post and pillory of the Wilmington, 
Del., commissioners. These instruments of 
punishment hav done service in the New- 
castle jail yard since the days of witchcraft. 
The “cat,” a leather whip with nine leather 
thongs to it, was thrown in with the other 
traps. The present owner will remove the 
relics to Chicago, and exhibit them during 
the Fair. 


Tuer ministry of education of Russia has 
addressed a circular to all school directors 
and superintendents ordering them to dis- 
courage, und if possible, to prevent Christian 
students engaging Jewish scholars to repeat 
with them their lessons preparing for the ap- 
prosching annual examinations. Wévoyé 
Vrémya and Grashdanin consider this a wise 
and beneficial measure. ''It will preclude 
friendship springing up between the Jews 
and Christians at the schools and colleges. 
We hav the bitter experience to see such un- 
desirable friendship lasting beyond tke col- 
lege days among the members of scholarly 


professions and working its pernicious influ- 
ence on society.” 


Tr is a curious fact, says the Philadelphia 
Record, that the Camden preachers are a pro- 
lific source of revenue to nearly every hack- 
driver in Philadelphia. A formal agreement 
exists between the two classes, which pro- 
vides that all marriage fees shall be equally 
divided between the man who marries the 
couple and the man who drives them to the 
preacher’s residence. In this manner a sharp 
competition has developed, and the most 
popular preacher is the one who numbers 
the largest following of enterprising hack- 
drivers. As a general thing the gentry who 
do the driving can tell a couple who intend 
to get married a block away. 


Ix discussing the dangers of paternalism in 
the May Arena, E. P. Powell adverts to the 
fact that the most outrageous assumption of 
unwarranted authority has occurred from 
that service of which we hav been most rea- 
sonably proud, the post-office. Our public 
carriers hav notified us, that if our social and 
theological views do not accord with the 
views of the man whom we select to be re- 
sponsible for an honest mail service, our 
mails are closed against us. There is already 
a censorship of literature. Shall we hav also 
in due time, queries Mr. Powell, a censorship 
of the press and of the pulpit? This has 
been the invariable tendency of centralized 
authority. 


A BINGLE glance at the plan of San Fran- 
cisco, says the Sun, shows that the breeze 
raised there by Brother Wanamaker's pur- 
chase of a Presbyterian church for post-office 
site represents about such a purchase as that 


of St. Mark’s Episcopal church in New York 
would hav been for similar purposes. The 
good people of the congregation would natu- 
rally wish to move up town, and with a mill. 
ion of government loot within reach, it is 
rather too exacting to demand that the saints 
should keep their hands off it. The trans- 
action is no impeachment of their morals. 
Whether it is or not of Wanamaker’s must 
be left to his friends to decide. He may be 
acquitted of pious roguery on the plea that 
maybe he is a fool. But is he? 


A MOYEMENT is on foot in Washington to 
open the Smithsonian Institute; the National 
Museum, the Congressional Library, and the 
Corcoran Art Gallery on Sunday. The Wash- 
ington Post has been publishing the views of 
different leading men upon the question. 
The diversity of these views and the manner 
in which they hav been expressed,” says the 
Post, show that people are thinking seri- 
ously on this subject and their publication 
naturally results in more light being offered 
by those who were not originally approached 
on the subject. Even among clergymen 
there is no uniform opinion, as some favor 
the opening at least on an afternoon, while 
others are opposed to any kind of opening.” 


EvuRoPE already knows that it is going to 
interfere in this mad revival of the Dark Ages, 
the outrage on Jews in Russia—but how, 
when, and under what form of pretext are 
as yet wholly in the air. This spectacle of 
all Russia suddenly beginning a colossal 
ghost dance is so weird and inexplicable that 
the amazed onlookers find themselvs without 
plans of action for the emergency, but that 
they will act, and, nay, be enforced into ac- 


tion, seems clear enough. After the battle of 
the Bourses, which the Rothschilds, Bleich- 
roders, and Oppenheims hav been obscurely 
waging these past few months, will come 
other kinds of battles, unless indeed some of 
the madmen underneath this grand hurly» 
burly of bedlam succeed in killing the lunatic 
who is enthroned on top of it. Doubtless, 
too, Eagland will be pushed into the fore. 
front of Europe’s forcible protest. English 
blood is beginning to simmer over this 
Russian horror. It will reach the boiling» 
point in good time. 


Mr. Tares, says the World, does not often 
concern himeelf with inconsequent matters, 
and perhaps in a sense he has not done so in 
his North American Review article on Napo» 
leon’s Views of Religion.” And yet it seems 
anomalous to devote a critical essay to the 
religious views of a man who never in all his 
life permitted religious or any other views to 
influence his conduct or to stand for a moment 
in the way of his selfish purposes, Napoleon 
himself said: ‘‘I am nothing. In Egypt I 
was a Mussulman; here I shall be a Catholic 
for the good of the people. I do not believe 
in religions.” No essay of Mr. Taine’s can 
more completely present the case than its 
subject did in these few brief sentences. 
Nothing can add to its completeness as & 
statement, or its vividness as a piece of moral 
and intellectual portraiture. And yet Napo- 
leon had views on religion, and they were of 
consequence because they helped to make 
history. He regarded religion as an instru- 
ment to be used for the accomplishment of 
his purposes, with the same ready indifference 
with which he used and sacrificed human lives 
for the like end. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 13, 1891. 


` © Gommunications, 


The Sunday Opening of the Exposition. . 


Drar Reapers or Tun TnorH Srixrn: It is a long 
time since I hav had a chat with you, or as Artemus 
Ward would phrase it, since you hav been blessed 
with an article from my “fascinatin pen.” But I 
hav not been idle. I hav been in hot pursuit of 
Some ministers, and their deluded lackeys. For a 
long time I hav been training my guns on the holy 
vermin on the walls of Zion, and that is the reason 
you hav not heard from me. 

I hav been holding some discussions here in which 
the ministers and their pious henchmen thought 
proper to take a hand. An account of them I 
thought might interest the readers of Toe Trura 
Sxxkks. And although I may not be able to giv a 
detailed account of them, I may giv some interest- 
ing points in regard to them. 

A minister proposed the Sunday closing of the 
Oolumbian Exposition as a subject for debate before 
the Naples Lyceum, and seeing my opportunity I 
was quick to second his motion and bring the sub- 
ject before the Lyceum. 

Being chosen chief disputant, for once I was fairly 
yoked with a minister, and I am egotistical enough 
to say that I inwardly laughed with delight to think 
how I would make him hook and kick and turn the 
yoke and bellow and paw dirt and stick hia horn in 
the ground. 

The debate came off Monday evening, May the 
11th, and the resolution was stated as follows, viz., 
„Resolved, That the Columbian Exposition should 
be closed on Sunday.” I shall giv the argument 
against“ Sunday closing as it was presented before 
the Lyceum, with such additions and alterations as 
will make it acceptable to the general reader. And 
it is only fair to state that I wandered from the res- 
olution just to giv old theology a black eye and a 
right-hander under the fifth rib. 

OPENING ARGUMENT, 

Mz. Caamman: When a man sits down on Sunday 
and writes thirty or forty pages, it is unreasonable 
to expect anything like finished composition. I did 
not attend church ; I did not read the Bible ; I did 
not pray on that day, and I did not feel the least 
mite guilty—only for overtaxing myself. I do not 
allow any minister to lead me by the nose, and 80, 
about sundown, I went into the garden and spread 
some manure, just to put a little life into my dead- 
ened limbs. I did not injure anyone, and I did not 
feel guilty about that. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I want you to remember that 
the church has met with the most bitter opposition 
some of the grandest improvements and discoveries 
which hav ever been presented to the world, and 
that some of the men who hav conferred the great- 
est blessings upon mankind hay been put to death 
by ecclesiastics. I shall speak plain truth, and if 
A TON is shocked it will be because the truth shocks 

em. s 
I hav had many a hard-fought battle with Chris- 

tianity, and if life and health are spared me I expect 
to fight many another battle. Because Christianity 
never did, and never will, mind its own business. 
Not content with the full exercise of ita own rights, 
it seeks to trample down the rights of others. It 
learns nothing by experience, and dreads nothing so 
much as the tree of knowledge. It was conceived 
in igaorauce and brought forth in folly, and yet it 
believes itself to be the embodiment of wisdom, and 
for that reason it will be overbearing and tyrannical 
in the fature as in the past. 
. For two thousand years Christians hay been try- 
ing to do something for God, but that two thousand 
years seems to hav been entirely too short to teach 
them that they never did and never can help him. 
God is conditionless and does not need their help, 
even though they could render him assistance. The 
most barbarous and tyrannical acts ever recorded on 
the pages of history hav been perpetrated by Ohris- 
tians in order to do something for God and help him 
along. The greater the ignorance of men the more 
they run after the Gods and try to help them. 

When Ohristisns are told about the ignorance and 
brutality of the people, when they are referred to 
the condition of society when the Ohristian religion 
was at the zenith of its power, they reply, ob, that 
was in an ignorant age, when men were degraded 
and civilization was at alow ebb. Be it known to 
you, Mr. Chairman, Christianity was responsible for 
that very condition of things, and will certainly lead 
us back to the same condition again unless checks 
and bounds are set toit. It has always been a dan- 
gerous element and always will be as long as men 
put their trust in a cruel and vindietiv God and not 
in human reason. 

The whole story is told when it is stated that 
when Ohristianity had the greatest power morals 
were at the lowest ebb, and men the most degraded 
and brutal. As near as I remember, Professor Dra- 
per says, It is unfortunate for Ohristisnity that as 
it became powerful learning declined, and at the 
revival of letters Obristianity lost power.” 


The difficulty is, Christians believe in a God who 
has given his will to man. This God is perfect, con- 
sequently his will is perfect. Yet this “will” tells 
some of the most obscene and beastly nasty stories 
ever impressed with printers type. It relates some 


of the most inhuman and diabolical acts ever perpe- 


trated by man, and these acts were performed by the 
command of God. This “will” commands the indis- 
criminate murder of men, women, and helpless chil- 
dren, and the giving over of young girls to a brutal- 
ized soldiery. 

If Christians could only learn that such commands 


| were given by tyrannical old military chieftains, and 


that God never had anything to do with the old book 
they venerate, they would be wiser than they are 
to-day. 

The most heartless and beastly transactions ever 
recorded of men hav been performed by those whom 
Ohristians claimed to be the favorits of God. Who 
says they were favorits of God? These favorits 
themselvs. And when they claimed that they were 
acting under the command of God, they knew that 
it gave them great power over the people they 
wished to control, and that God had no more to do 
with their claim than he had with Nero or any other 
tyrant. 

Ministers to-day claim that they are acting under 
the sanction of God, and at the same time are gov- 
erned by an old book written by ignorant men in 
barbarous times, when the people were ignorant 
enough to believe that men could play thimblerigs 
with the planets, and that walls of solid masonry 
could be blown down with rams’ horns, and that men 
could find comfortable quarters in the bellies of big 
fishes. 

Men whose minds are laboring under such halluei- 
nations can never be trusted. They are tied back to 
the ignorance of three thousand years ago, and yet 
believe themselvs to be the profoundest men in the 
world. Their counsels are dangerous. They are 
laboring under a species of insanity which leads them 
into all manner of absurdities. So far as they hav 
received instruction from their religion, they are 
no wiser than they were a hundred years ago. 

Men who hav been under instruction in a Chris- 
tian church for forty years, who were as ignorant as 
horse-blocks in the beginning, are as ignorant as 
horae. blocks to-day—men who cannot yoke two sen- 
tences together so as to make sense—come to me to 
instruct me in the way of my duty. They claim that 
they hav received light from on high, and can see 
with a “spiritual” eye, while I see only with a “ nat- 
ural” eye. That God’s marvelous light has been 
shed upon them, while I am in nature's darkness, 
and so they kindly offer to take me by the hand and 
conduet me along the path of duty, so that I will not 
sin against the church or the minister, and will show 
some kind of reverence for the consummate fools 
whom the church has produced. And this is what 
the church does for men. It transforms them into 
egotistical asses who delight in nothing so much as 
their own braying. And what has all this to do 
with the Sunday closing of the Exposition? 

It has a great deal to do. An impartial history 
of Christianity shows that it has always been opposed 
to human progress. That those who hav been the 


‘most under its influence hav been the most arrogant 


and ignorant. That the countries in which it has 
exerted the greatest power are the most backward 
and superstitious. That the advice of the church 
could never be safely followed. And that to take 
her advice now in the ease of the closing of the 
Exposition on Sunday would prove as suicidal as to 
take the advice of a man in regard to business trans- 
actions who had squandered a fortune. 

Only s short time ago I saw a little Christian 
advice which was given in a little Ohristian paper. 
It was a caution, which had great need of being cau- 
tioned. Thusly: “Beware of pretended science 
which contradicts the Bible.” And that is just where 
Christians’ get stranded—in rejecting everything 
which does not harmonize with the Bible, and in try- 
ing to warp the Bible so as to make it harmonize with 
well-established facts. What kind of science would 
it be which would harmonize with the account of 
creation as recorded in the book of Genesis? And 
with the old flood story, and the Jonsh story, and 
with Joshua’s great cup and ball feats with the plan- 
ets, and with Elisha’s ascent without a balloon, and 
with Samson's wonderful jawbone exploits, and the 
story of old Samuel and lots of other dead men who 
jumped out of their graves and galloped around the 
country. And then there is the story of all the 
waters of Egypt being turned into blood by a lot of 
Egyptian magicians, and three children dancing a 
re rigadoon in s fiery furnace without raising a 
sweat. 

Well, I would like to see some scientifio works 
arranged so as to harmonize with the Ohristian's 
belief. I should think to resd them understandingly 
one would needs stand on his head. 

And then to think that men with minds thus 
befooled and bewildered should assume to tell men 
of sense what to do and how to conduct themselvs, 
and try to make the world believe that they giv 
tone and moral bent to society. Men who believe in 


-as lived to the age of forty then. 


such nonsensical drivel had better set themselvs l 
right before attempting to instruct others. Until 
they do so they will be like sheep in the mire, the 


more they struggle to attract attention the deeper 


they will sink. 

Who are the men who are so snxious for Sunday 
closing of the Exposition? They belong to the same 
class of men who figured so conspicuously during 
the Dark Ages, when all institutions of learning 
were suppressed——when ninety-nine out of every 
hundred could neither read nor write. When the 
priest had more to do in the family than the husband 
and father, and was present at every marriage and 
birth and at every death. When the priest instead 
of a doctor was called when people were sick. When 
consecrated wafers and holy water, instead of proper 
medicin, were dealt out when folks were sick, 
When the patient was taken to some shrine cure, or 
rubbed with holy oil, or looked upon or touched: . 
some old rag which had been worn or touched by 
some old saint. If such remedies failed to restore 
the patient, it was conceded by all good Obristians 
that it was the will of God that the patient should 
die. i 

Young men of sense, I appeal to you, is it safe to 
trust to the counse!s of men who hav brought about 
such results? 

Epidemics broke out in Obristian cities reeking 
with filth, and swept thousands to untimely graves. 
Human life was shortened down to an average of 
twenty-six years. Through the efforts of scientists, 
whom Obristians denounced as men doing the work 
of the devil, as many liv to the age of seventy now 
That was a time 
when the church not only controled the. people but; 
the state. And that is where Christianity will land! 
us every time if we are not on our guard. ; 

The closing of the Exposition on Sunday is a 
step in that direction. It is a measure concocted by; 
the elergy, and is to be rushed through in their - 
interest. For they wel know that when the sanctity : 
of Sunday is gone, their holy jig is up. 

The clergy hav been noted for opposing every 
reform.and improvement. When the power of steam: 
was applied to the propelling of boats, Ohristiang 
sent up their cry of indignation, and put forth the 
most strenuous opposition, and declared it was 
thwarting the will of God. They claimed that God 
had given the winds to waft the vessels up and down 
the rivers and over the trackless ocean, and that men 
ought to be satisfied with what God had given them. 
And when a boiler explosion occurred, they said 
these stew-pots of hell excited the wrath of God, and 
that he caused the boilers to explode as a token of 
disapproval. 

So the church denounced the art of printing, and 
the Copernican theory of the solar system, and the 
telescope and imprisoned the inventor, and for years 
would not allow a book to be printed until it was 
examined and approved by some Holy John Wana- 
maker of that period. s : 

Even so grand a project as the discovery of 
America, which has conferred such incalculable.. 
benefit upon the world, was opposed by the church . 
and condemned at the council of Salamanca. The. 
fanning-mill was in like manner condemned, and: 
church-members would not eat bread at the sacra- 
mental table which had been made from wheat run: 
through the fanning-mill. They called it the devil; 
rattle-box, and said it blew chaff into God's face.. 
And thus I might go on and spend a whole evening: 
in showing how Ohristians hav opposed improve- 
ments and reforms and persecuted and murdered 
reformers. 

In view of such facts, is it not about time to say 
to the dominating spirit of the church, “Thus far 
and no farther?" If there are no bonds or checks to 
be put upon the overbearing spirit of the church 
and the clergy there will be a full union of the church 
and the state, and we shall soon be going backward 
like a crawfish to the bestiality of the Dark Ages. 

To-day the church claims to be the advocate of 
every reform. But how long has it been since the 
good preacher stopped preaching an everlasting hell 
and infant damnation? Who are the men who hav 
broken the spinal column of superstition, and who. 
hav driven the church into the practice of a little, 
decency, and taught the people that they hav rights. 
which they may exercise in defiance of the clergy” 
Such men as Bruno, whom the Ohristians burnt at 
the stake; such men as Dr. Priestly, who escaped 
from his house when it was in flames—set on fire by 
Christian fanatics; such men as Voltaire, Diderot, 
Gibbon, Paine, and others whom the church and 
clergy hav cursed a thousand times over. 

Who exposed the horrid doctrin of infant damna- 
tion and an endless hell, and made the people under- 
stand that none but a brutal God would issue such 
decrees? Such men as Hosea Ballou, Abner Knee- 
land, and Theodore Parker, whom the church has de- 
nounced as Infidels. 

Has the world suffered to any great extent be- 
cause infants are now believed to be too innocent to 
be damned? Hav we retrograded in morals because 
the inhuman docirin of endless punishment is no 
longer taught or believed? 
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Has the church been right in these matters? 

Then why allow a few clerics to close the Exposition 
on Sunday and to trample down our rights ? 

_ Their kingdom is not of this world; let them at- 
tend to. their prayer and keep on the right side of 
their God. 

Is it not a fact that the minds of men hav been 
lifted up and imbued with a spirit of independence 
just in proportion as the clergy has lost influence 
over the people? If we should eut loose from all su- 
perstitious notions, would not man be the better, and 
would God fare any worse? God cannot suffer, while 
man is subject to many ills in life. If we should turn 
our attention more to the happiness and welfare of 
man, and not spend so much time with the Gods, who 
do not need our help, and can take care of themselvs, 
would not the world be better for it ? 

Let us try the experiment at the Exposition and 
throw open the doors on Sunday, and make every- 

. body happy by doing all the good we can, and if we find 
out that it makes God mad then we will close up the 
doors every Sunday, and put the Lord's seal upon 
them when we hav another Exposition. 

. OLOSING ARGUMENT, 

Mr. Onamman: The reverend gentleman has tried 
to prove that Sunday rest is a physical necessity. 
Aud he has wearily quoted from what he claims to 
be high medical authority to prove that his claim is 
well founded. Why did he not quote ecclesiastical 
authority? He could hav got a perfect surfeit from 
such men as Talmage, the two Wesleys, the two Sams; 

in short, he could not hav run amiss among such men 
as Anthony Comstock, soap-boiler Colgate, and Holy 
John Wanamaker. And justas many doctors as are 
under the influence of the church would giv just such 
testimony as the clerics might demand. But the 
facts are that as Sunday is generally kept, it is a 
physical damage instead of a physical necessity. 
The voice of nature is worth more in this case than 
the testimony of all the doctors and preachers in 
the world. : "A : 

In the first place, if God ever appointed s day as 
a rest-day or as holy time, he ought to observe that 
day himself, which according to Christian testimony 
he does not. For Christians declare that the planets 
could not be held in their orderly courses if God 
should withdraw his sustaining energy for a moment 
of time. There could not be one pulsation of the 

heart, neither would the rains descend nor vegetation 
grow, without God's sustaining help. So that God 
must be exerting his all-sustaining energy every 
moment of time, and therefore busy on Sunday as on 

. every other day. 

And then again, if God had had special regard for 
a particular day, he would hav endowed animals with 
instincts which would hav caused them to conduct 

themselvs differently on that day from what they do 
on other days. But the catile greze, the birds sing 
and bill and coo and build their nests, and the lambs 
gambol, on that day, as they do on any other day. 

That is not all It is not for the physical benefit 

ol man to rest—ihat is, to do nothing (for that is the 
Christian idea of it)—one day in seven. 

Let aman cease from labor of any kind for three 
months and then attempt to do a day's work, phys- 
ical or mental, and he will find himself disqualified 
for any great exerticn. 

When I was attending school there was usually a 
vacation of four to six weeks during the season of 
haying and harvesting. . There were many farmer's 
sons who worked on the farm during the vacation. 
Nothing was more frequent than to hear them tell 
how mush they suffered when they first commenced 
work. They said it took about a week to work up 
their muscles 80 as to do an ordinary day's work. 
And I hav passed through that bitter experience 
more than once myself. And I hav heard Pro- 
fessor Robinson, who had a large experiences in teach- 
ing, say that the first week after vacation was about 
wasted, that it usually took about that length of 
time “to work the boys into the harness and 
bring them down to solid work.” x 

Over fifty years I hav been engaged as a mechanic, 
and during that time I hav given employment to 
many other mechanics, and I hav heard more com- 
plaints from men on Monday than on any other day 
in the week. There is searcely a mechanic who has 
‘worked with other mechanics who has not heard of 
“blue Monday.” i 

Among all animals, man included, there is e nat- 
ural season of rest and a season of exercise, and those 
seasons are night and day. After a good night’s 

rest and sleep, such as nature requires, a man is as 
well prepared for a day's work as he ever can be. 

Daring the night, the natural time for rest and sleep, 
the muscles do not relax. But if the rest is continued 
longer than nature requires the muscles do relax, and 
one is incapacitated for laborious exercise in a corre- 
sponding ratio. There is no more need of resting 
one day in seven than there is in eating one day in 
seven or sleeping one day in seven. The idea of 

‘Sunday rest is & clerical trick and has no foundation 
in nature or reason. All this pretended sympathy 
put up by the clergy for the rest of the workingman 
is a mere sham, and has a pound of hypocrisy in it 
for every grain of real sympathy. There is no man 


or animal that will liv one day less on account of not 
resting. on Sunday, unless they are overworked the 
other six days in the week. I hav said more upon 
this Sunday rest question, perhaps, than I ought, but 
I was anxious to strip the shuck from this old 
worm-eaten chestnut and let the people know how 
the ministers hav imposed upon them. 

The honorable gentleman is pleased to refer to my 
character and influence. So far as my character is 
concerned I hav only to say, my record is before the 
people, and by that I am willing to abide. That 
record is probably beyond the reach of any man but 
myself. I may injure myself, but it is quite late in 
the day for anyone to injure me. 

If I had a lawyer's license (the gentleman referred 
to is a lawyer) and belonged to the church, and 
would espouse the dirtiest and slimiest causes, and 
declure the right to be the wrong and the wrong to 
be the right for money, and indorse all the filth 
and abominations of the Bible, I might be a man 
of character in the gentleman’s estimation. 

There is a good man who belongs to the church 
and livs in this vicinity who goes every year to 
some dealer in agricultural implements and bargains 
for a mowing-machine on trial. After cutting his 
hay it is returned to the dealer as not satisfactory. 
For years, as I am informed, this good man has cut 
his hay with machines on trial. He is & man of 
character. 

There are thieves and perjurers and adulterers in 
the church, but they are regarded as men of charac- 
ter by all good Ohristians as long ss they believe 
in the old hocus-pocus hallucination. I am inclined 
to think that the gentleman would hav quite a job 
on hand to find any man who will say that I hav 
willfully wronged him. -Jons Prox, 

: (TO BE OONOLUDED.) f 
— — . —— 


Is the Bible of Divine Origin? 


There can be but one way to answer this question, 
and that is to “search the scriptures” and find, if 
we can, in its pages from Genesis to Revelation the 
footprints of divinity. A magnificent temple, fash- 
ioned after the most beautiful style of architecture, 
shows the skill of the architect, and a miserable hovel 
displays the ignorance or insompetency or poverty 
of its builder. The wonderful poems of Byron and 
the plays of Shakspere show the master-hand of 
their creators, and the songs of Moore and of Burns 
display the inspirations of their authors. Let us 
take up the Hebrew Bible and gee its authors’ claims 
to divinity. If it was inspired by Jehovah then the 
power of Jehovah must be written on every page, and 
the truth of its contents be manifest to every ob- 
serving mind. 

In Genesis we learn that God made the world in 
one day, and then he made the sun to rule the day 
and the moon to rule the night, and the idea plainly 
conveyed here is that the earth was the great center 
of creation, and that the “firmament” with its sun 
and moon and stara were created for the earth for 
“signs and for seasons.” Oan any intelligent being 
believe this absurd story of the creation? Does any 
man of even ordinary intelligence believe that the 
world was made ina day? Does not this story of 
the earth’s creation display the ignorance of the 
savage, rather than the wisdom of a God? 

Let us leave out the absurd story of the creation 
and fall of man, and pass to the fable of the flood. 
Here God, the author of the Bible, is supposed to 
hav wiped from the face of the earth, with a great 
flood, every living creature save and except Noah 
and his immediate family, and one pair of every 
living creature of the earth. Now, laying aside the 
folly of a God seeking to destroy the works of his 
own hand that he had made for his own pleasure, 
can we believe that Noah did as the Bible says he 
did, carry with him into the ark two of every beast. 
bird, reptil, and insect that inhabited the earth? 
Did he send to Australia and get a pair of kanga- 
roos, or to America for a pair of grizzly bears and a 
pair of buffaloes, etc.? Did he send to the Arctic 
circle for a pair of walruses, or to India for a pair of 
tigere, or to Africa for a pair of elephants or hippo- 
potamuses or boa constrictors, or to Oanada for a 
couple of pole-cats? Does any man, with brains 
enough to fill a thimble, believe such a story ? 

As-a fiction it does not approach the most airy ro- 
manees of Munchausen for probability. Where does 
the divine show itself in the story of the flood? 
Esho answers, where ? 

Now let us pass the delectable stories of Abraham 
and Lot and Jacob and Judab, and go down into 
Egypt and see Jehovah warring agsinst Pharaoh iu 
his efforts to emancipate his children from the bond. 
age of the Egyptians. Here he hardened Pharaoh's 
heart that he might show his (God's) power in 
Egypt. How did he manifest his power? If the 
Bible is true he exhibited the characteristics of a 
devil rather than of a God. He brought upon Egypt 
his locusts and frogs, his lice and murrain, his dark- 
ness and pestilence and death, punishing an innocent 
populace for the sins of their rulers. Oould a being 
so wickedly unjust and so wantonlv cruel claim the 
divine attributes of & God? In Ex. xii, 35, 36, he, 


through his servant Moses, orderéd his people to 
“spoil the Egyptians” by the most wanton and ab- 
ject deception. Do we find in this the characteristics 
of a God? Do we find in his abetting deception © 
and theft that which commands our adoration? 
Oan we arrive at any other conclusion than that this 
whole story is a myth, born of superstition and ig- 
norance ? 

Then let us leave these revolting fables and come 
down to the book of Leviticus. Here he appears 
as a lawgiver and.give the most minute directions 
as to “burnt offerings,” once “sin offerings,” telling 
the priests how they shall dispose of the hide and 
fest and head and “inwards” of the bullocks and 
she-goats that he commanded the Jews to offer as 
& propitiation for their evil deeds. Now, what sane 
man of this day supposes for one moment that an 
intelligent God would require such offerings at the 
hands of his people. Are not rather the thoughts of 
the savage and the hand of the crafty priesthood 
apparent in these entire pages? Why should a God 
command amid the “thunders of Sinai” that: the 
kid should not be seethed in the milk of its mother!“ 
Let an intelligent lawyer read Num. v, 12-31, 
and gay whether a fourth-rate police court lawyer 
would advocate such nonsensical legislation as is 
therein contained. And yet we must believe that all 
this horrible, criminel bosh was inspired by a divine 
being, and what is worse, we must believe it or be 
damned. I turn from such revolting. thoughts and 
allow tke theological dog to enjoy his vomit. 

Let us pass along through the books of Judges 
and Kings, and avoiding the horrible pictures there 
of the moral depravity of these Bible heroes (?), 
such as Samson and Saul and David and Solomon, 
who were the “chosen of God” where the friendship 
of this supposed deity is manifested for the murderer, 
the polygamist, and the adulterer, where our children 
are pointed to David as “a man after God's own 
heart,” when his record for blood and crime-is not 
surpassed by Nero’s, let us close these pages 
reeking and festering with crime and debauchery, 
and let us take up the New Testament, and let me 
ask the candid and thinking man if in the whole 
story of Christ, from the conception to the cross, 
there is a single ray of reason or the slightest foun- 
dation for its truth. Why the necessity of such a 
plan of salvation? Why the remotest cause for 
such a birth and such a death? Go through the 
pages of the four gospels and find in the life or 
teachings of Jesus one single act worthy of a God, 
one single word that showed him to be in advance 
of his day and generation. By their own stories 
they make him out to be susceptible of wrath ; and 
his conduct in driving the merchants and money- 
changers from the temple with a scourge ; his curs- 
ing the fig-tree because it bore no fruit out of 
season—all these showed him to be human and only 
human. His conduct in the garden of Gethsemane 
and his cries upon the cross exhibited the human. 
He upon whose death depended the salvation of 
millions of lost souls (?), when he stood face to face 
with death and cried, “Father, if it be thy will, 
remove this cup from me,” showed that he sought 
to avoid work he had left heaven to perform (?). 
Thousands of men with no pretensions of divinity 
hav met death fo save a single life, but here a son 
of God, and an equal of God himself, wept all night 
in a garden, and cried in his despair upon the cross, 
because he had to die that millions of immortal souls 
might liv. Does this show his divinity? Does this 
story show the inspiration of a divine aufhor? I 
appeal to the intelligence of the human race, has not 
the day for these false claims passed, and ought not 
the Bible to be laid aside with the myths and fables 
of the Dark Ages? If we say it is God's word, we 
but make God a teacher of falsehoods, we but make 
him the source and fountain-head of evil, and then 
he is no longer God. 

If there is a God, and if we are to find him out, 
the student and the scientist will reveal him. The 
minds that grasp the mighty problem of the future 
will eventually solve the mysteries of life and per- 
haps of death ; the canting priest and the hidebound 
theologian, with his back turned to the future and 
his face fixed upon the setting sun of superstition, 
can never solve the question of the existence of a 
God. “ 

Bury the horrid doctrins of blood atonement ; blot 
out the foul creeds of the Onristian church ; tear 
down your altars built to your bloody Jehovah, and 
let us instead build colleges and schools to train 
and improve the mind; let us endow hospitals and 
homes for the sick and the poor, and with a love for 
our fallen brothers, and an earnest desire to improve 
and better our race, the mysteries. that filled our 
fathers with fear and superstition wil! vanish, and a 
millennium dawn upon the world such as no lover of 
humanity ever dreamed of in the past. 

Nashville, Jenn. W. H. Srrres 


— — — — — s 
IcwoRANoE is the great mother of assurance and 
undoubting confidence.— Lee. 


TEE man who really loves truth cannot possibly sub- 
side into a condition of contented eredulity.— Lecky. 
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„ Funeral Cust m. 

Tyranny of custom kesps muleitu les in slavery, 
aud mystical super-tiioos make them coward», 
Probably every community of the d ff rect buma: 
races has some peculiar faneral customs. Some 
savage tribes place food ard wespors of battle with 
the corpse in a grave. Some Oaristian fika will ai! 
up all night in & kind cf silent, smothered terror, 
while their dearest of earthly kin lies dead in ar 
adjoining room. O hers will call in their friends a: 
Buch time, and wita cindiss, ale, and eskes k-ep 
cheery and wak⸗ful. Eton foliows the prevailing 
local custom; and shouid either depart materially 
from it the neighbora would be shocked. 

Death is the termination of Jife. It is the uni 
versal destroyer. Ii makes no distinction on aecount 
of wealth or creed. It is the great leveler of all dis 
tinctions. But, though it is the inevitable end of 
everyone, by the law of life no one while in fairly 
good health realizes the fact; for this law of nature 
says to us, “ Liv as though you were never to die.” 
The croaking priest, however, tries to reverse this 
happy law, and cries, “Fear God, and liv as though 
each day might be your last.” 

To every conscious person, of whatever creed, 
death is an unwelcome visitor. We resist it as long 
as possible. Very likely the highly-cultured Onrie- 
tian dreads its approach more than does the savage; 
for his enjoyments in life are greater and his faith in 
a future happy hunting ground perhaps less firm. 

Ia Ohristian countries, on the death of a person it 
is the custom for the relativs or those in charge to 
employ some one of the dozen or more different 
kinds of priests to officiate at the funeral and tell 
them about two other worlde—one of endless joy 
and one of endless torment—and to figure out the 
chances of the deceased. Formerly the benefit of a 
doubt was not allowed the corpse, but latterly the 
ruling is generally reversed. 

Then the priest-doctor, if at all orthodox, will 
proceed to diagnose the living ones present, and 
inform them that their chances for the world of tor. 
ment are sure unless they take and pay for at once 
his peculiar concoctions. He will encourage the 
exhausted mourners by referring to their frailty, and 
telling them that their lives are held in the hand of 
God by a single chread and that he may let go any 
minute! He will startle the more robust, in trying 
to make them realize their own approaching death, 
by rehearsing some of his terrible jidgments on 
man, and calculating the dauger of their being struck 
by his lightning before another morning. 

Probably the same priest visited the deceased 
while sick, and comforted bim with the soothing 
inspired words, ‘sIt is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hand of the living God,” and then asked him, as he 
lay exhausted fro a pain and fever, if he was prepared 
to meet this fearful God. These are the spiritual 
comforts usually indulged ia on such occasions. 

Tue priest may kaow very little of the geographv 
of this world, or bow it came to pasa that ite surface 
is corrugated—thereby presenting to our vision su b 
a variety of beautiful landscape —seas and mountains 
and vales. But he fancies he knows all about the 
lovely gardens and golden streams in his world of 
joy, and the sulphur lakes and flary streams in hi- 
world of torment. 

He may never hav had an introduction to ar 
earthly king or even to a president; but he is familiar 
with the potentate of the skies, communes and feast» 
with him daily, receives his instructions and o-edev. 
tials, and claims to be his embassador. Hə» ie 
familiar, alao, with the great warm-hearted roler o' 
his world of torment—kaowé all about bis cuoning 
devices to ensnare sonis, gain votes, acd enlarge hir 
census. 

Like the man who dreamed that he loaned a sum 
of money to a neighbor, and who told the dream ae 
many times that he came at last to thi: k it wae a fac 
and sued the neighbor; so the priest, through vsi: 
repetitions from early childhocd, comes to beieve bis 
imaginations to be realities. 

As the embassador of an earthly monarch, with 
his eredentials and salary in bis pocket, feels him- 
self to be a part of the ruoning gear of a grent 
power, so the priest, with his tithes and fatiluga 
fancies himself to be a necessary part of the machinery 
that runs the universe, 

Now, this guide priest to his two other worlds. 
when allowed in tne sickroom of en increases 
the fear and fever of the patient with his solemi 
nostrums. He is worse than useless there. Aud he 
ean do no good at a funeral. Whether man is im 
mortal he knows no more than anyone else; thougt 
he can tell more that he doesn’s kaow than anyone 
else can. But custom almost compels his prerence 
on such occasions; and according to custom, also, he 
brings forward his two other worlds and their riva! 
rulers, and consoles the bereaved mourners with the 
pious hope that the deceased has (or wili hav at some 
time or other) escaped the one and entered the other. 
The priest has only added to the gloom and doubt. 

Ordinarily, the dying hav relative and friends. 
Let them meet at the bier, and each one hav some 
kind word to say, some pleasant reminiacence to re- 
late, or some good deed performed by the departed 


one to mention. Aud should the bereaved family be | as M- Rousseau says, not only “an equal right to. 
in but moderate circumstarces, with the doctor's | -he nee of a share or section of land, but to any, 


snd uadertaksr'a bill ia prosp3ct, let the friends 
present inaugurate a new aud batter custom by 
kirg up a Goilsstion on the spot. > 
Osrtainiy a pries: vould be -ntirely out of place 
at my funeral; aud I eacoeatly dosire my relations 
aud friends to manag, effsirs oa that 063ssi^n. «ish. 
zut his dreary, d-preasing tones L. G. RED 
— — . — 
Another Challeuge to Mediums, 


To tue Eprrog or lux Prora SEER, Sir: Several 
months +e Lb po «tstod & ^ Qaalieuge to M -diuma" 
in Toe TauTH SREKRR offeriog to deposit $100 «ita 
you tu put bae au oled alate- writiag manil-sistions 
ʻo à test, I agreeing to comply with the usual con 
ditions, which challenge has never been accepted (for 
obvious reasons). I now propose to test the genu- 
teness of the alleged spirit materializstion, and ix 
the following manner : 

It is claimed that when a person is scattered into 
fragments by a dynamite or other explosion, his 
spirit remains intact, and goes on its way rejoicing 
as though nothing had happened. If this is really 
the case, it of course cannot i: jure a genuin spirit 
to subjzct it to the much milder ordeal of firing a 
few harmless bullets at it, or running its body 
through in a playful sort of way with a sword 
or bayonet. A materialized spirit that could be 
harmed in such simple fashion would not be very 
immortal In view cf which I propose the follow- 
iag: I will deposit $100 with TRR Truru Sxzxer 
on the announcement in this or any osner pubic 


‘journal by any medium that he or she will allow me 


or any other person I may select to fire a bullet at 
such an alleged materialized spirit within short 
range. Asa guarantee of good faith on the part of 
the medium I only stipulate that he or she deposit 
the traveling expenses with said company, if either 
myself or my subatitute are required to leave our 
respectiv places of residence, these expenses to be 
returned with the $100 to the medium if my challenge 
is aecepted as proposed. s 

Bat I will accept as a genuin spirit-manifestation 
even the following perfecuy harmless test devoid of 
anything of a violent character. If I be permitted 
during a eme to grasp the hand of an alleged 
materializsd spirit with my own perfectly bare hands, 
I agreeing to do nothing but merely hold the hand 
or hands of the spirit, and also not to do anythir g 
to disturb the sitting or cause it to be disturbed, 
conforming strictly to all the usual rules; if, then, 
this “spirit” can vanish from my sight and that of 
the other members of the circle without a violent 
struggle on the part of the "spirit," and without' 
being assisted by any of the sitters to become re 
leased from my grasp, I shali regard the form I held 
as a real, genuin spirit, and the medium entitled to 
the money deposited with Tue Trura SEEKER 

These proposed tests are given wien we sanction 
of the Brotherhood of M orali-ts, which organization 
nas been charged with opposing the investigation of 
hese alleged spirit phenomena. 

This ffer is good for either the slate-writing or ma. 
rerial gs ior est. If all three are to be made. I wil 
deposi: $150 with Tug TRUTH SEEKER as a forf-it. 
Tests to be made einer a, ur wumm one hundred 
miles of, my place of resid-nce. Msrengo, Ul., six-) 
miles northwest of Quicego. If r-quired to leave 
‘own, tbe maaoifesta'ious to taks pase within five 
days after my arrival at tha plas waere tne sittings | 
aro to be held. If held at M ve go, they may be 
continued for a month. Spirisualist papers nleage 
s0pv. H. WETTSTEIN 

Marengo, IU 

—— — — 
“Homeless For a Week.” 


U ider the above heading T notiaed an srtia’o hy 
E i vards Ru- sean in Toe Truru SEERER for M 23 l. 
«oereim a. ff rt is made tu precer.oe a remedy for 
pover:y, a'd a p:nace« for ehiftleseness, The bero 
f the tale is an tod. v dual bearing the real or mytb- 
teal name of H-nry B:iings, who sought to betten 
ais cond! ion by emigrating from some u:knowr 
part of N Jersey to the commereial metropolie ; 
aad who not having the means to support bimseif 
until be c»uld ootaia work, was ob iged to beg. We 
sre not informed of the cause of his being «u: of em- 
ployment, whether discharged for cause or without 
cause; nor are we toid wnether he tock a rec^m- 
mendation from his former employer or ran «ff to 
k«ep from paying his debts. For all the informa 
‘iop the record giva he may hav been a crimina! ffse- 
ing from jistice, whose tft or other crime had not 
yet beeu discovered. N vertheless, we are told 
that when suca a man goes from his nativ place to s 
large city to hunt work among strangers, that socia! 


-~ystem is rotten and barbarous which permits bim 


to remain for ever so short a period unemployed. 
And, ss though this kind of social guardianshio were 
not enough, it is further asserted that the Uuited 
S:ates government should, under pains and penalties 
of otherwise being denominsted a curse, adopt a sys- 
tem of federal paternalism over the poor and confis- 
cating repression of the rich, which would provide, 


every aud ali parts of it,” to every man who wants 
i. K 

It seems to me that if the government should 
recognize the equal rights of all men to all of the 
laud, those who were able to assert and maintain 
their rights would get aud ke+p all of the laud to 
the exclusion of others, without paying anything for 
them, and that the only benefit derived would be an 
intolerable tax which none but the rich can afford to 
psy, and which would therefore result in greater 
accumulations of landed property in the bands of 
therich. Rich landlords could hold their possessions 
and pay taxes on them longer than labor could afford 
to starve. L:bor would be compelled to pay the 
high tax in addition to a reasonable percentage of 
profit, or rent, to landlords. 

As to Mr. Billings, his penniless condition ig 
admitted. If the land, or opportunities, were free, 
now could he be expected to maintain himself while 
raising a crop for the market? Mr. Rousseau says 
ne could hav gone to market-gardening. How could 
he build his fences, hire the ground plowed, buy his 
gardening implements and seed? Was not the cffsr 
of the pitiful pittance of $8 a week” as wages infi- 
nitly preferable to these “naturel opportunities” 
which we bear so much about? A few days ago I 
talked with two strong, healthy young men who had 
some to Kansas from S wi:zerland about a year ago. 
They said they could earn only about $1 per week in 
that country, while here they could earn four or five 
times as much. They were glad to get a sum consid- 
erably less than Mr. Billings’s “ pitiful pittance.” 

I admit that the laborer’s condition in thie coun- 
try, aside from the aggravation which he often puta 
upon it by intemperance, carelessness, and insubor- 
dinstion, is not as good as it might be; but it is far 
better than it is in any other country, and the poor 
of other countries show their appreciation of this 
fact by emigrating to the Uuited States in increased 
numbers every year. E uployment and wages de- 
pend, to a great extent, upon the law of sapply and 
demand ; and the regulation of these two factors, 
and the maintenance of a proper equilibrium be- 
tween them, depend almost entirely upon the proper 
diversification of our industries. In Kansas, we 
need fl.x and linen factories worse than we need the 
single tax. Nothing but reduced railroad freights 
has saved the West from bankruptcy; but if you 
will come west with your factories, we will agree to 
ease up on the railroads and giv Eiistern farmers a 
chance. If Mr. Billings had access to the “natural 
Opportunities,” I suppose he could fiad work in 
mines, factories, and stone quarries, but who would 
want to help to make a market for his prodacts un- 
less the government guarantees to consumers the 
sacred right of exclusiv possession of property 
whereon and wherein to use those articles of con- 
sumption? Do “natural opportuaities” include 
houses, furniture, etc., free gratis to the *equatter ?” 
If not, what will wage earners gain by the aravge? 

A. H. Darrov. 


š — M 
Why Does Not th» B ble God Destroy the 
Bible Devil? 


Ia the N w Testament we read, in substanca. that 
through the medium of tbe so called son of Gd 
"he by whom tbe worlds were made," as St. John 
puts it—the devil was to be cast out, and an end put 
to ain, 

Bot if the Bible record is true, Gd created all 
tbir gs; therefore, 1f God destroys tbe devil, whether 
by the sgency of Jesus Carist, his son, or otherwice, 
be wowd be destroying a part of his own creation, 
else the devil is nothing, but simply s myth. If G d 
d d not create the devi (4 thing), then the B ble st ry 
is faise. We must logically conclude that either the 
devil is self existing, or eise, as above noted, he ia a 
myth, a nop-exigtent, of no more reality than a j»ek- 
o-iantern, theref re can hav no power to tempt, 
draw, or f rce mal kind into sinful thoughts, words, 
and deeds 

If the B ble God is truly an omvipresent being, as 
the Obristisne claim, srd if be also bas & personal 
identity that is evervehere present throughout the 
bound!ees and untbirkable extent of espace, then he 
is in 8a a8 unbounded, unthinkable, and unmeasure - 
able as space itself. 

N>w, I would simply state that, since if God can 
not possibly step outside of space, then all things 
inside of space must be inside of God's identical, all- 
pervading being or personality, therefore the devil, 
a8 a personal being, having identity, must surely 
be within God, the same as all other identical 
things are, or else he is nowhere; for he cannot be 
placed outside of space, nor of God, since it is im- 
possible that there oan be any outside of space. 

Forthermore, let me state, if God created thig 
earth (mall though it is compared to millions of 
suns and planete) out of nothing, as Ohristian theo- 
logians declare, then he must bav created all other 
material worlds out of nothing, and all other things 
as well, even the devil not excepted. 

Surely, then, the devil is nothing; the Bible is 
nothing; all things, made of nothing, are surely 
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nothing (the same as ice, made of water, is water 
still, chemically considered), or the devil, either as a 
identical or imaginary being, is just as much s 
part and perce! of God, located inside of God, the 
omnipresent being, as the lungs, heart, blood, bones. 
eto., are inside of, aud so are parts of, man’s persona: 
being. If the so-called infallible B. ble word of God 
is true, then the above reasoning, being based o: 
Bible teaching, must be true also. But it is only to 
be considered true, I am sure, by Bible believers, or 
by willfully blind, unreasonable men and women. 
According to such theological wishywashy ideas, it 
is not possible for God to destroy the devil, only ae 
he destroys a part of himself, or of his internal or- 
ganization. 
In all which ideas the author of this com- 
munication disbelieves. All thinking minds, who 
- reason logically, believe there are eternal, uncreated 
forces of nature, combining two or more of certain 
pure, invisible gases into various chemically com- 
pound matter, both fluid and solid. That such ie 
the only actual creator in existence; thus setting 
aside such a being as a great omnipresent, persons 
God ; accepting nature as being perfect in all its 
manifest and unchangeable laws of action. There 
fore, as pure nature is omnipresent, almighty, and 
good, we will consent to drop out one o and cal) 
: nature God; thus making the old saying true, good 
is God and God (nature) is good. 
E D. Braxeman 
(One of D M. Bannett's school-boy messmates). 
Tree Rivers, Mich. 


— t DÀ AoÀ MÀ 


Mistakes of Ingersoll. 


To rae EprroR or Tur Trura Sxrxkzn, Sir: Col- 
onel Ingersoll, in his late eulogy on Shskspere, 
mskes more mistakes in a single paragraph about 
Bacon than he can pciat out in the longest chapter 
of the five books of Moses. The most unf^rtunate 
of these is a false quotation from Bacon's * E say on 
Love,” and a consequently erroneous inference, as 
follows: 

* Love is ever a matter of comedy and tragedy; it worketh 


mischief like a siren or a fury.” We know that the author 
of ** Romeo and Juliet” never wrote that.- 


What Bacon did write is this: 


As to the stage, love is ever matter of comedies; and now 
and then of tragedies; but in life it doth much mischief, 
sometimes like a Siren sometimes likea Fury. 

Ace not the plays of Saak:«pere forcible illustra- 
tions of the truth of this sentiment? 

W. H. Bors. 


Washington, D C. Mav 28, 1891. 


— ali — —ä—ü 


Subduing the Catholic Church in Italy. 


The Italian laws for the suppression of religious 
guilds and fraternities, and for the abolition cf 
chaplains in hospitals, asylums, and prisons, began 
to go into eff · ot in February iast. The result ie ex 
traord mary. U.tii a few Sundays ago, there were 
fivs thousand carse hundred masses caleb-ated iu 
Rome every Sunday, Tne number is now r-duced 
to eight hundred. Ove hundred and fifty two 
churches are to be closed at once, and their a'tsrs 
demolished. Tae pie ures and statuer, except suck 
as the state thi: ke proper to reserve for public gal- 
* laries, are to be sold at public auction. Io the res 
of Italy they will be destroyed. and not even remote 
- villages will be exempt from this stern decree, 

S eps are also b«iug taken to prevent offi sers and 
soldiers from attendiog mass Sundays, military 
duties being imposed on them duriag church hours 

Ail sacred names are being erased from tbe school 
books, and sacred emblems are renoved from the 
school rooms. Tae laws hav created the utmost 
bitterness among the clergy. Tae pope is resolved 
to epsre no + ff rts to assist emigration to America 
and Afcica. Aa enormous number of ecclesiastics, 
who hav been receiving salaries from religious insti- 
tutions, are now without a means of support. 

— d$ ——————— 


How to Helo The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and 
thus save a half doller apiece. 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand 
or in his shop window. Be sure that he displays the 
pictures. >» ] 

3. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to take off his 
hands at the end of the week any that remain unsold. 
If he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
among your acquaintances. On your request, we 
will send you back-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be 
picked up—in the train, in the factory, in the 
meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Leave it pioture side up. 

6 Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts, 
and when convenient hand one to a friend. 

7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend 
to take it, 


The Germans and Prahibition. 


As an American citizen of German birth I beg 
eave to state the following on this subj ot. 

It is an undeniable fact. that the majority of the 
Garmans in the Uaited S ates are anti-prohibitionists. 
This is not to be wondered at, if one takes into con- 


sideration the views prevailing or being entertained 


in Germany as to spirituous or aleoholie beverages. 
Those views best appear from some well known 
Garman sayings. E 
They read: 
Wer niemals einen Rausch gehabt, 
Der ist kein braver Mann. 
Translated: 
Who never was tipsy, 
Is not a brave man. 
Wer nicht liebt Weib, Wein, und Gesang, 
Der bleibt ein Narr seín Lebelang. 

Translated : 

Who loves not woman, wine, and song, 
Remains a fool his whole life long. 

Das Wasser gibt dem Ochsen Kraft, 
Dem Menschen Bier und Rebensaft ; 
D'rum, Brueder, trinket Bier und Wein: 
Wer wollte denn ein Rindvieh sein! 

"Translated : 

Water givs the ox strength, you know, 
Beer and grape juice to man do 80; 
Therefore, brethren, drink beer and wine ; 
We don't want to be beasts bovine. 

(The German. text renders this kind of a rhyme 
necessary.) 

Whatever may be said of those sayings, one thing 
ia sure and certain, namely: the Germans of this 
country will never learn to see what harm it can do 
to an Anglo-American stomach if a German natural 
zed citizen drinks a glass of wine or beer; or what 


good it can do to a German American stomach if a 


nativ American citizen eats a dish of Boston baked 
bears, Ia other words, they believe that eating and 
drinking are every man’s own business; he is enti! led 
to attend to bimself, both by reason and by the 
findamental principles of this free country. Avoid- 
ance of drunkenness they consider as a matter of 
self-respect. Prohibition is olsinly the silliest thing 
in the world. Jons GEORG HERTEIG. 
Washington D C 


Items of Foreign Freethought News. 
Johann Gattzeit, speaker of the Magdeburg, P-us 
sis, E-hical Society, bas been sentenced to four 
weeks imprisonment for blasphemy. 


For telling a minister of the gospel “what is tbe 
truth” Mr Stengele, of Altona, Holstein, G -rmany, 
bas been sentenced fo six months’ imprisonment. 


The agitation in favor of the pansy badge bas been 
taken up by the Gorman Freethinkere of this coun 
trv, and the Freidenker devotes quite a space to the 
adv. cacy of that emble n. 


A large F'reethough: society which has for rome 
months existed in the city of Mons, well organ z 4 
and i: fi ancial reanects well « ff, has joined the Bel- 
gian F. eethoughi Federation. 

Scular funerals are getting to b» very common in 
Spain The «teat one thet has come to our notic- 
is thet «f D Antonin Furnandes, ef M eres, or 
which occasion S ^or O epfuegos delivered an excel- 
lent address on Liberty of Conscience." 


A statue to Garibaldi ~as urveiled at Nice, 
F ance, on Saturday, June Th, The French min. 
«ters of state, Gsribeldi’s family, ay d over one hun. 
dred and fif:y deputations f-om France and Ital: 
witnessed the ceremony. N> religious mummerier 
marred the unveiling of the statue of the famous 
patriot and Freethinker. 


The Freethought press ir E "^pa univereally con- 
demns the treatment of D V kel, We notice 
especially Z'ritànkaren and Las Dominicales both 
of which publish a translation of ovr biographical 
tkstech which appeared in Tue TRUTRH Srexeer of 
March 14:h. Oar German, Belgian, Freuen, and 
Datch exchanges voice the same sentiment. 


According to the educational report of 1884 only 
1 466 913 of the 15 000 000 children of the Russian 
empire attend schools. In 60 governments there is 
onlv one school for secondary instruction to every 
18 000 boys and 22000 girls. Only 63 per cent of 
the boys of an age to attend a public high schoo! can 
be accommodated, 4nd for girls the number of such 
schools is even more insignificant. 


A large increase of cloisters for monks and nuns 
is reported from Austria; there being about four 
thousand at the present time. This reminds us of 
the ex nun Barbara Uiryh, who died lately. She en 
tered a cloister at the sge of twenty-four years; an 
investigating committee found her when she was 
fifty-one imprisoned in a cell, an idiot, made so by 
the inhuman treatment that she had been subj ected 


tn She was removed to an asylum for the insane in 
Krakau. Austrian Poland. Twenty-one years’ cell- 
imprisonment and twenty-two years in a lunatic ssy- 
lum, such are the blessed rewards that the Roman 
Catholic church givs to her female devotees. 


The citv -f G fl», S vedan. has not had much peace 
of late. K ut Wickeel!, a Freethinker, re ublican, 
and well-kaown scientific writer, has treated the in- 
habitants to a dose of republicanism in his lecture, 
“The Republic,” avd Mc. Li»nnstrand was there the 
three Suodays previous and Jectured for good audi- 
ences. The lecture on May 4 h in Boulongersko- 
gan was listened to by over five thousand people. 


In Austria the trouble continues between Free- 
thinkers and bigoted offisials in high offices. The 
common law of Austria which came into force Jan. 
1, 1812, according to which a non Caristian stands 
outaide the protection of the law, and a marriage 
with such an individual is null and void, is yet for 
all practical purposes the ruling one. Tue revised 
constitution of May 25 1868, gusrantees all citizens 
«qual protection and rights irrespectiv of their re- 
ligious or non-religious belief, but as the criminal 
law has not been revised too, justice can be had by 
shot only who can afford a long trial. Poor Aus- 
ria! 


— . 4ü¹u— ——— 
The Logie of Protestantism. 
From the Catholio Review. ~ 
It is really surprising with what tenacity the old 

Protestant tradition keeps its hold on he minds even 
of many intelligent, educated men. Evidences of its 
falsity are conatantly multiplying around them. 
They hav only to open their eyes and Jook about 
them to be flooded with the light of truth; but un- 
fortunately they deliberately shut their eyes and 
refuse to receive the light. They do not like to giv 
up their position and acknowledge that they are 
wrong. They cling to their prejadices; they will 
not read—they will not inquire, or if they do they 
read and ir quire with their clouded spectacles on. 
They see, or ought to see, that Protestantism is all 
going to pieces. Tne plow of disintegration is 
cutting deep furrows through every Protestant sect. 
Their platforms of doctrin are all breaking up. The 
spirit of individuslism, which is really the controling — 
-pirit cf Protestantism, is asserting itself more and 
more, and it would seem as if any iatelligent man 
with a grain of logio in hia composition must see 
that it ia only a q1:85i00 of ‘ina for Protestantism 
to develop into L.f tality and A zaosticiam. 

— M 

Lectures and Meetings, 


Fuer evening. June 12 h. at the Manhattan Liberal Club 
Mr Jobn R Charlesworth will review the Life and Career 
of Charles Brad!angh." Mr. Charlesworth is. a great ad. 
mirer of the la e Secularist member of Parliament, and his 
eu'cgy will be a tender and fittiog tribute to a noble man. 


Cnas Warts will lecture for Friendship Liberal League 
Philade!phis, Sundav June 21:t, in Iadustria! Hall, Broad 
and Wood streets, 2 30 PM, +ubjec’: The Land, the Peo- 
pie, and the C ming 3.ruggle;" 7:30 P M., subjsct: ''* Relig- 
ion Without Toeology." The L beral public are cordially 
invited to hear these lectures. 


Tuat very disagreeable and somewhat dangerous disease 
the grip." wc prevailed here a few weeks ago ia now 
having fun with the Londoners. Saladin, of the Agnostic 
Journal is down with it, and Mes Bradlaugh-Booner, heir 
and executrx of the late C Bradlaugh, is confined to her 
home by the same misery. Tbey call it ‘‘inflsenza” over 
there. We:x end to our distinguished contemporary and 
contemporaess the assurance of our pitying sympathy. The 
grip is a meaner enemy than the devil. 


Tue Freeth nker of London announces that Mrs. Besant 
wil soon lec ure upon Freethought in America” As 
Mra. Besant consoried entirely with Theosophists the few 
weeks she was in this country. finding time to pay but a few 
minu’es’ visit each to TER Teora SRK RR and Investigator 
(ffices, aud as the Theos«phists here are about as strongly 
opposed to Freethought as the preachers, it would seem 
that, able, intelligent, and eloquent as the lady is. she is 
bardly prepared to enlighten the Eoglish upon the subject 
chosen. She could tell much more about Theosophy in 
Amerca. But we trust her lecture will be reported, so that 
the American Freethinkers whom she did not see may know 
what she thinks about them. 


Tue Radical Club of this city has moved to new quarters, 
No. 87 Clinton place. The rooms are open every day and 
evening. The object of this club is to furnish resting, meet- 
ing, and reading rooms for radical, Liberal men and women, 
of all shades of opinions on society, politics, and religion. 
The club has existed more than a year, and, its officers say, 
has shown that it can satisfy a ''long.felt want." The 
officers also assert that the present membership of one hun- 
dred should be at once increased to two hundred, and will 
be as soon as the club's plans and accommodations can be 
made known to those who hav need of them. All interested 
are cordially invited to call at the club rooms, and make 
themselvs known to its members and officers. The dues are 
fifty cents per month. Among the officers of the club are 
Messrs Foote, Wakeman, and Chamberlain, well known to 
TRurH SsrkER readers. Justus Ebert is the secretary, 34 
City Hall piace. 
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¶Communicaliuns. 


Letters to Workingmen. 


I hav endeavored to show that the government, 


idea is a superstition—a relie of the God idea. Gov- 
ernment is an order of nature rather than intelli- 
genge. All gregarious animais tend toward govern- 
ment. It is a mode sometimes best adapted to pre- 
serve and perpetuate individual life. It is in no wise 
dependent upon intelligent reason ; in fact, the less 
reason the more perfect the organization. No gov- 
ernment of man ever spproached the perfection of 
organization and harmony of setion of the bee or 
ant. Here we hav a state which may be truly called 
an organism; individuality is lost in the commun- 
ity, dependence and subserviency the only rule 
of life. The state improves, and the individual de- 
generates. It must be so; evolution never stops. 
It begins with the individual cell. Cells aggregate 
to form a higher individual; but when a being 
arrives at complete organization—that is to say, all 
its organs subservient to a central will—this will is 
indicativ of the highest individual; and with the 
birth of reason strives at independence. Environ- 
ments may be such that to preserve life—which is 
ever the rule of nature—ccmmunism supersedes 
individuslism, in which case life may be easier, but 
independence is impossible. The course of evolu- 
tion, then, is toward the fittest commune, which 
necessitates &bsolute dependence and subserviency. 
Life is a struggle for existence, and is entered into 
and persistently carried out without any sim or con- 
scious motiv, and progression ensues, it may be 
toward perfection, degeneration, or extinction, de- 
pending entirely upon the condition of itself as 
adapted to its environments. There is no aid 
extended; the fittest—that is, the best adapted to 
its environments—succeeds. There is no economy. 
Mr. Darwin shows tbat there is more degeneration 
than progression toward higher types. I want to 
disabusé your mind of the ides of any intelligence 
in nature, apart from brain organization, that shapes 
or guides evolution. Thus we see that govern- 
mentalism is the result of nature attended with 
ignorance and superstition As I bav said, with 
the birth of reason a new struggle ensues, the inde- 
pendence of the individual—that is to say, indi- 
vidualism ; and this struggle is increasing with in- 
creasing intelligence. When we hav ceased to wor- 
ship nature as a god, but investigate as a student 
her various facts ; when we study, not to copy, but 
improve, we shall be able to bring about the sover- 
eignty of the individual, instead of the sovereignty 
of the state, which is purely a myth, whether it be 
called state or lord, for the holder of such sovereignty 
is not necessarily superior in wisdom or strength. 

Pollock, in defining government, says, “In every 
form of government we must come at last to some 
power which is absolute, to which all other powers 
‘of the state are subject and which itself is subject 
to none.” This is identical with the queen-bee or 
sovereign ant. The sovereignty of the state must 
imply the slavery of the individual. . Herbert Spen- 
cer predicts a form of government which he calls 
“negativly regulativ,’ in contradiction to the 
present form, which he styles positivly regulativ.” 
To illustrate, he says, “If a man has land, and I 
either cultivate for him, partially or wholly, or dic- 
tate any or all of his modes of cultivation, my action 
is positivly regulativ ; but if, leaving him abso- 
lutely unhelped and unregulated in his farming, I 
simply prevent him from taking his neighbor's erops, 
or from making approseh-roads over his neighbor's 
land, or from depositing rubbish upon it, my action 
is negativly reguiativ.” A government that leaves 
the citizen unhelped and unregulated, whose fune- 
tion is simply to protect him in his rights and defend 
him from invasion, would hav my hearty approval; 
but my reading convinces me that such s govern- 
ment never did and never can exist. 

The foundation principle of all government is 
class interests. Politics, by which all governments 
“liv and move and hav their being.“ excludes the 
possibility of this negativ form. Nature itself is 
against the idea, as I hav sought to show. Man is 
essentially selfish, and all his actions are in self. 
interest, and when dressed in a little brief suthor- 
ity” his nature will be unchanged, and he will hav 
then, as now, “an eye to business." Hence all gov. 
ernments must, of necessity, be “positivly regula- 
tiv," and regulated in such a manner as to discrimi- 
nete in favor of certain classes. My definition of 
government is, that it is a denial of the right to act 
in accordance with one’s judgment; a force that 
compels one to act on the whim of another, and that 
other, perbaps, a stranger in a far-off state; a power 
that says, Not thine but my will be done; an insti- 
tution that draws its inspiration, not from the living 
present, but from the dead past, that builds its 
predicate, not upon facts and environments of indi- 
vidual cases, but upon precedents established by 
dead men’sactions. And yet my worst indictment is 
that all this is done without the consent, and against 
the approval, of a large majority of its victims. “AU 


governments derive their just powers from the con- 
sent of the governed.” A splendid text for an 
after-dinner speech from Our Chauncey.” But be- 
fore you 

Fling your ready cap in air, 

And left your voice.in servil shout, 
let me suggest that a few facts be taken into consid- 
erstion. Jn the first place, one-half the governed 
are diefranchiséd on account of sex, and more than 
one-half the balance disqualified, while a large part 
of the remainder refrain from exercising their right 
of franchise. So we see that if, by voting, the peo- 
ple gave their consent to be governed, the fact that 
only a small portion of the population exercises that 
privilege destroys the truth of the saying. But 
when we look into “the ways that are dark and the 
trioks that are vain," the schemes, intrigue, and devil- 
try of politicians, it seems to me no sane man can 
hold to the theory that government derives its 
power, just or unjust, from the consent of the gov- 
erned. The fact is, our eyes hav been dazzled by the 
glittering generalities, and our ears delighted by 
the proverbis! philosophy, of politicians; we hav 
caught up and worshiped the ssyings of “great 
men," never asking ourself if there be as much trut 
as rhetoric in the saying. When great men” round 
out a sentence, we repeat it, parrot-like, without 
questioning its truth or thinking that great men" 
are sometimes mistaken. When will the world real- 
ize thet one little truth is worth more than all the 
assertions of all the men that ever lived? Friends, 
we hav been fed on chaff too much; let us insist 
upon varying the monotony with an occasional grain 
of truth. As the priest appeals to your duty in be- 
half of morality, to love God and support his minig- 
ters, the politician will appeal to your patriotism, 
your love of country, to support them. The priest 
would gave your soul; the politician would save your 
society. But again I would ask you, before you 
“ pull off your coat and roll up your sleeves,” to con- 
sider a few facts. Ask yourself if it is really your 
country, your friends, and your fireside, these men 
propose to save, or is it merely institutions which, 
while claiming to subserve these things, in reality 
do the contrary, distract the country, injure society, 
alienate your friends, and rob you of the comforts of 
your home. Weare deceived. The siren of govern- 
ment sings of protection. 

‘Trust her not, she’s fooling thee. 
Her protection is such as the fox afforded the 


. chicken—he protected her from the hawk to eat 


her himself. It may be s little plessanter, as Mr. 
Pentecost would say, to be robbed bya gentleman 
in livery, an agent of government, than by a road 
agent.” It may be more respectable to hav our 
goods sold by a sheriff than purloiped by a common 
thief, but after all it is a distinction without a differ- 
ence. I ask you to look into this government ides. 

Is it indeed the benefit they claim it tobe? What is 
its protection worth, and do we need protection? 
Read D:rwin’s essay on protection in the animal and 
vegetable kingdom—how it degrades and enervates 
the race. Individual independence is what we want 
s fair field and no favor. Giv us freedom to pro- 
tect ourselvs. Better let the incapables go to the 
wall than breed a race of inospables. But there is 
no danger of the weak suffering. Human sympathy. 
is born of independence. In the absence of s 
higher power there will be no God's poor nor gov- 
ernment’s poor. With equality of opportunities 
there will be no poor but nature’s poor—the incapa- 
bles and unfortunates. In the absence of a supreme 
will human equality will be recognized. 

. “A fellow feeling will make us wondrous kind.” 
In the absence of all organized fores sympathy, love, 
and justice will reign. 

O Liberty, thou goddess heavenly bright, 
Profuse of bliss and pregnant with delight, 
Eternal pleasures in thy presence reign, 

And smiling plenty leads thy wanton train. 
Eased of her load subjection grows more light, 
And poverty looks cheerful in the sight; 

Thou mak’st the gloomy face of nature gay, 
Givest beauty to the sun and pleasure to the day. 


Buffalo, N. Y. A. L. Barrov. 
— a aa ————————— 
Judge Daily's Medium-Smasher. 
A DREAM THAT WAS NOT ALL A DREAM, 

Judge Dailey, ex-surrogate, an exasperated Spirit- 
ualist, has presented a bill at Albany, N. Y., and 
sgain at Springfield, III., that provides that every 
person, who for profit or gain, or in anticipation 
thereof, for the purpose of representing what is com- 
monly known as spirit manifestations, shall person- 
ste the spirit of a decessed person, or shall by means 
of any device, trick, or contrivance present anything 
to represent the spirit of a deceased person, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall 
be subject fo a fine of not less than $100 nor exceed- 
ing $300, or imprisonment not exceeding ninety days, 
or both euch a fine and imprisonment in the dis- 
cretion of the court.” 

I bad a dream; and as saith John Bunyen, “I saw 
in my dream and behold” I was at a raaterializing 
Senne of a first-class medium. When the perform- 
ance was well along, and dozens of men, women, and 


children had appeared and been recognized by their 
friends, the superserviceable and preternaturally sharp 
amateur detestiv opens his dark lantern and jumps 
at a female form that stands near him. He grabs it 
around the neck, but it rapidly dissolves under his 
touch, beginning at the feet—ss if sinking through 
the floor, though no aperture appears in the carpet 
under the full glare of his lantern. 

Of course there is a hubbub, and the faithful seize 
the intruder and try to drag him away. But he 
holds on manfully until nothing is left in his grasp 
but a piece of thoroughly materialized veil—the rest 
of the apparition having evaporated. 2 

Thorough scientist as he- is, he feels that he sud 
science hav had a victory. The veil is his proof of 
fraud; the female form having eluded his grasp 
“through some occult hand which he is certain to 
discover before long.” 

Having got into peaceable company, and having 
brought quite a force of disguised detectivs with him, 
who show their shields, he is not chased into the 
street or srrested, but is allowed to proceed to arrest 
the medium. This lady, who is of n very nervous, 
sensitiv organization, is found in a state of profound 
coma—sittivg perfectly rigid in her chair. Her 
friends are alarmed, and try to aweken her, but in 
vain. The brutal scientist, being of Comstockian 
fiber and gall, is not to be fooled. He and his 
posse take possession of the premises. After gous- 
ing the medium well with water, and applying 
hartshorn to her nostrils, in a way that would as- 
ohyxiate a person in the normal condition, and still 
unable to dispel the coma, the law-abiding Ohristian 
saviors of society are yet equal to the occasion. 
They summon an ambulance, and. take the lady, still 
seated and now bound in her chair, to & police 
station, where the ewinent boy-doctors in charge 
make still further efforts to persuade her soul to 
take regular possession of its mortal tenement, or 
quit entirely. ` 

An hour after all their efforts hav failed, the 
lady, whose relativs hav been denied access to her, 
rouses from the catalepsy and screams as she beholds 
her strange surroundings. Becoming somewhat 
pacified after a while, the circumstances are explained 
to her and her “confession” demanded. Of course 
she has nothing to confess but her sense of the out- 
rage perpetrated. : 

Still the learned and. patriotic gentlemen who hav 
the job in band are not to be besten. They are as 
wise as Dogberry. They hale her to the court in 
due time, and a jury, who look as wise as owls, being 


on hand, the ease is opened. The lady has an able 


lawyer, but when he asks them if they are open to 
conviction as to the possibility of spirit return, the 
owls unanimously declare that they are not. So the 
case goes by default. 

The judge then reads to them Judge Dailey’s bill 
as above, which, according to the dream, has been 
passed. He instructs the jury that if the prisoner 
is proved to hav undertaken for pay “to present 
anything to represent the spirit of a deceased per- 
son, and the police hav in their possession such 
“thing” or any portion of it, the prisoner is guilty. 
* Of course,” says this Daniel come to judgment,” 
“that bit of curious lace (which, if the case were 
important, should be analyzed by chemists) does 
not look much like a person. But as it is all that 
the plaintiffs hav to show, snd Christianity—the 
palladium of our liberties—must be preserved, ver- 
dict should be rendered against the prisoner.” 

Such a verdict the owls, of course, bring in with 
cheerful alacrity, and without leaving their seats. 

The medium dies in prison, as a result of the 
shock experienced when the female form is seized 
and tries fo return too hastily to her those emanations 
from her body of which the materialized form was 
largely composed. 

But again I dreamed, and the scene was quite dif- 
ferent; and I must premise that, while the first 
dream seems quite natural, the second will appear to 
cover events of vast improbability. = 

I was in the great Roman Catholic cathedral on 
Fifth avenue, New York. The archbishop was cele- 
brating high masa, and presenting the consecrated 
wafer to his priests: A multitude was in the cathe- 
dral, and tables were piled high with coins taken as 
admission fees. Suddenly about fifty policemen, 
who had been in disguise, display their uniforms and 
advance toward the altar, marshaled by some well- 
known Spiritualists. They stop the proceedings and 
arrest the archbishop and all the bishops and priests, 
showing an crder of arrest for “one Oorrigan, a 
well-known medium, and his associates, for, by means 
of device, irick, or contrivance, presenting some- 
thing to represent the spirit of a deceased person.” 

Te great array of police paralyzes the multitude ; 
and the prisoners are taken to the lock-up withou 
any attempt at rescue. 3 

Again there is the court scene. The archbishops, 
bishops, and priests bluff the game in full eanonicals. 
But, strange to say, though before the same judge, 
their effort is vain. For once a New York judge (in 
a dream, mind you), is thoroughly consistent. He 
goes through nearly the same routine, except that he 
asks the archbishop if he claims that the wafer, after 
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being blessed by him, "really constitutes & portion 
of the spiritual body of the late Jesus Christ ?" 

Corrigan solemnly affirms that such is his belief. 

The judge says again: “This wafer does not look 
like & person ; but it is all that the plaintiffs hav to 
show; and even justice must be done.” He offered, 
however, to hav the wafer analyzed by chemists—in 
view of the distinguished position and functions of 
the accused. 

The offer being waived, the jury was instructed as 
before. The accused were condemned to fine and 
imprisonment. And just as I had exclaimed, 
“ Jersey justice, for once in New York !" I awoke. 

ui SauvEL Lzavirr. 
— . —AↃüäI — —— —— s 
Unnecessary Special Legislation. 
From the New York Sun. 1 ` 

Here is the text of a bill now before the Illinois 
legislature which has passed the state senate and is 
pending in the house: 

Section 1. Every person who for profit or gain or in antici- 
pation thereof for the purpose of presenting what is com. 
monly known as spirit materialization, shali personate the 
spirit of a deceased person, or who shall by trick, device, 
or mechanical contrivance present anything to represent the 
spirit of a deceased person, shall be guilty of a misdemea- 
nor, and upon conviction shall be subject to a fine of not 
less than $100, nor more than $300, or confined in the county 
jail not less than three months nor more than six months, 
or both. in the discretion of the court. i 

Sec. 2. This act shall not be deemed to apply to any por- 
tion of a scene or play in any theatrical presentation. 

It will be observed that the purpose of this bill 
is to prevent or punish fraudulent practices by 
Spiritualist mediums. That such practices are oar- 
ried on by such persons for gain there is abundant 
evidence. _ 

But there is in Illinois, as in every other state of 
the Union, a statute which provides that the obtain- 

- ing of money by false pretenses shall be regarded as 
a criminal offense, and shall be punished accordingly. 
Under the law swindling mediums are liable to arrest, 
prosecution, and conviction, the same as other 
awindlers who obtain money by false pretenses. All 
that is needed under the law for the conviction of 
any offender against it is the evidence of guilt. 

This Illinois bill, if enacted, would be special legis- 
lation of an unnecessary kind. 

— — — — 


The Cause in Washington. 
g SUNDAY LAWS. 


The following newspaper clippings are of interest : 
. Centralia is endeavoring to enforce an ordinance for the 
closing on Sunday of all business houses except drug stores, 
livery stables, undertakers’ shops, and hotels. The news- 
stands, which were prohibited from keeping open under the 
ordinance, carried their stock to a neighboring drug store, 
where placards were hung out informing the public that the 
Oregonian and other papers could be had there. The ordi- 
nance does not limit the drug stores to the sale of any par- 
ticular line of goods and therein lies its fatal defect.— 
Morning Oregonian, - 

I found the ordinance passed by the city council 
was almost a copy of the old territorial law. 

The following is from the Centralia daily JVews, 
Friday, May 15th: 

. A SEOULARIST GIVS HIS VIEW OF THE OASE. 

At the lecture last night in the Turn Verein hall the place 
was well filled. Mr. C. B. Reynolds, secretary of the Wash- 
ington Secular Union, was the speaker, and was eagerly lis- 


tened to by all present, being heartily applauded throughout. 
The first part of his lecture was devoted to showing that 


Sunday, the first day of the week, is not the day set apart by 


the Bible as a day of rest, On a Secular standpoint he said: 
** We are told there are many legal precedents—decisions of 
courts of several states—favoring Sunday laws. So there 
are precedents for the rack, the thumbscrew, the dungeon, 
the fagot, and the stake.” 

Speaking of a day of rest being necessary for the good of 
mankind, he said: ** Workingmen need to sleep at night. 
Shall we hav a civil law decreeing under a penalty of fine 
and imprisonment what time al] shall go to sieep? Shall we 
hav the act of the council compelling all persons to eat be- 
tween the hours of 12 and 1? If the people of the 
United States do not know enough to rest on Sunday, or any 
other day when they need rest, it is certain they much more 
require law to send them to bed at night.” 

The tenor of his remarks can be judged from the following : 
“The rank hypocrisy of the advocates of a civil Sunday law 
ig at once apparent if it is suggested that a law be passed to 
' insure all a day of rest every Wednesday. Every Sunday- 
keeping fanatic indignantly protests. ‘Oh, that would be a 
violation of my religious rights!’ No. They want a law 
to compel everyone, whether he believes it right or not, to 
keep Sunday as they do.” 

To sum up, he said: ‘‘So far from being opposed to Sun- 
day-keeping, we are zealous defenders of its observance. It 
is the grand, good old solar holiday of al! pagan times, and 
it should be devoted to rest, recreation, and amusement, and 
for those who so ch®ose for worship. But all are entitled to 
full freedom, to perfect liberty, to spend its hours as they 
please, always providing that in the enjoyment of its liber- 
ties no one shall encroach on the similar rights of others.” 


Very great interest was aroused by the lecture. 
Much of anxiety was manifested to ascertain ' who 
sent for Mr. Reynolds.” In answer to a letter of 
inquiry published in Friday's paper the following 
full and very satisfactory reply appeared in the issue 
of Saturday : 

IN RE GEORGE B. BMILEY. 


ditor Centralia News: To answer the question who it 
was that got Mr. C. B. Reynolds here to giv a lecture on the 
Sunday law question, I will state that it was citizens of this 
city who díd so and paid the expenses too;. people that 
wanted to Enow why Sunday. or the Sabbath day, as the 


reverends call it, is not the Sabbath day the God of the Bible 
tells us to observe; people that wanted to hear once in a 
while common sense and not the old worn-out arguments of 
the theologians on questions that affect every citizen while 
On earth; people that want to hav the glorious Constitution 
of the United States of North America upheld as it is and 
not trampled down or changed by any church or denomina. 
tion or any combinations; people that know when to rest 
and need no guardian, no police club, and no law to tell them 
when to do so. Tam yours, Gxzozez B. GRUNDY. 


Episcopalian, Baptist, and Methodist parsons 
rushed into print announcing sermons on the sukject 
on Sunday. Episcopalian: * Our Country, the Cost 
of God's Service so as to Endure.” Baptist: “The 
Blessings of the Sabbath as a Day of Rest and 
Worship. Methodist: Sabbath Sanctity; or, 
Should Secular Labor be Performed on Sunday or 
the Lord's Day? If Not, Why Not?“ But so far 
there hav been no arrests under the city ordinance. 

The Washington Secular Union will send two hun- 
dred copies of the pamphlet, Facts in Regard to 
Sunday Laws,” for gratuitous distribution there the 
moment they arrive from the printers. 

BUCKLEY, PIERCE CO., WASH. 

I hav jast learned that the church fanatics hav 
started to enforce the same old territorial law at 
this place. Mr. Coke Ewing, of the Buckley Banner, 
one of the most respected and influential men in the 
county, will hold them incheck. He is well known 
to be always and forever for “equal righis, liberty 
for ail, license for none." 

There is evidently great need of the distribution 
iH vs “Sundey Law” pamphlet throughout the 
state. 

GLAD TIDINGS.—THE RIGHT KIND OF ACTION. 
Mr. J. F. Miller, of Lynden, has sent $10 to the 


field lecture fund, so that those places in the state 


needing lectures or help in forming local Unions can 
be supplied, even if few in number and hard times 
prevailing. 

Our esteemed treasurer (the lady officer of our 
board of directors), ever to the front in every good, 
benevolent, worthy work, hes paid in $50 to the 
field lecture fund. One hundred such genuin phi- 
lanthropic, independent, Liberal women in our state 
would make victory for our cause very easy of 
attainment. 

WALLA WALLA LIBERTY CLUB. 


The originators of the Washington Secular Union 
are still marching in the advance column. 

I am in receipt of advices from Dr. A. W. Calder, 
the efficient secretary of the Walla Walla Liberal 
Olub, notifying me that the Club has passed resolu- 
tions (carried unanimously) that every member of 
the Olub in good standing shall be made member in 
good standing of the state organization, the dues to 
be paid from the funds of the Club; also that every 
member shall select one Liberal paper and one 
year’s subscription shall be paid by the Olub from its 
general fund, so as to help circulation of Liberal 
papers, and keep all members posted on the progress 
of the work. 

All local Unions of the state aro earnestly entreated 
to follow thia most admireble lead. 

RELIGIOUS EXERCISES IN OUR PUBLIC SOHOOLS, 

There will slways be trouble, and a number of 
places throughout the state where this iniquity and 
gross violation of every principle of right, justice, 
and the constitution will be perpetrated, until we take 
a test case through to the supreme court. 

That noble old veteran in the ranks of genuin In- 
fidels, Peter Selde, Sr., of Davenport, Lincoln county, 
bas sent in a list cf contributors ($40, himself head- 
ing the list with $10). Money to be paid as soon as 
a case is commenced in court. 

TAXING OHURCH PROPERTY. 

No church of value over $5 000 will escape paying 
taxes on its excess. The exemption is a villany, and 
contrary slike to the letter and the spirit of the con- 
stitution of the state. 

There is a genersl cry of hard times throughout 
the state, and of course this makes it dreadfully hard 
on the secretary, but the work is onward and there 
is no discharge in this war. C. B. Reynoxps, 

Secretary Washington Secular Union. 
— — b (K 


Solomon an Infidel. 


“T ssid in mine heart concerning the sons of men, 
that God might manifest them, and that they might 
see that they themselvs are beasts. 

“ For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth 
beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the one 
dieth so dieth the other: yea, they hav all one breath ; 
so that a man hath no preéminence above a beast, for 
all is vanity. 

“ All go unto one place ; all are of the dust; and all 
turn to dust again. 

“Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, 
and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to 
the earth ? 

* For to him that is joined to all the living there is 
hope; for a living dog is better than a dead lion. 

“ For the living know they shall die; but the dead 
know not anything, neither hav they any more a 
reward, for the memory of them is forgotten. 

* Also their love and their hatred and their envy 


are now perished, neither hav they a portion forever . 
in snything that is done under the sun.” 

If Solomon, the wisest man that had ever lived up 
to his day, had uttered the foregoing statements in 
the days of Anaxagoras, he would hav been con- 
demned to death by the prevailing church and 
finally banished in exile during his natural life for 
heresy: 

Had Solomon uttered these words during the 
days of. Copernicus, his bones would hav been dug 
up though he were dead and buried, and burnt, and 
the ashes of them would hav been scattered to the 
four winds of heaven, and anathemas pronounced 
against them by the Ohristian church. 

Had the great preacher given vent to such thoughts 
during the days of Giordano Bruno he would hav 
shared the same fate as that illustrious philosopher. 
He would hav been hunted from place to place and 
from country to country, and then if he turned on 
them with invectiv he would hav been burnt to the 
stake to advance the cause of Christianity. 

Again, if Solomon had dared to giv vent to such 
heretical ideas during the days of Michael Servetus, 
he would hav been burnt to death by the orders of 
John Oalvin, of Geneva, over a slow oak fire that he 
might hav more time to repent of his heresy. 

If such reasonable ideas were promulgated to- 
day the utterer would be ostracized, denied even the 
privilege of the secular press. Children would be 
taught in Sabbath-school to shun such a man and 
point the finger of scorn at him as being a dangerous 
man, a teacher of heretical doctrin, a man to be 
avoided. The only reason he would not hav to suffer 
the fate of his predecessors is that we liv in a better 
day. Men are beginning to think. Science and 
religion hav met. The contest is no longer in doubt. 
The fact is, Solomon was a man of thought, a res- 
soner, a man of Liberal views. In short, he was 
what would be called to-day an Infidel. 

Newark Valley, N. Y. E. W. COUNOILMAN. 


— —— — 
Colonel Ingersoll's Views. 
St, Paul Special to Philadelphia Press. 

Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll to-day talked in 
characteristic style about several matters of general 
interest. 

As regards the Briggs controversy, Colonel Inger- 
Boll eaid : 

“Heresy is religious growth. Religion is like a 
palm tree—grows at the top. The dead leaves are 
all orthodox, while the new ones and the buds are 
all heretics. The pews are becoming civilized, and 
the pulpit must keep up with the procession—the 
church must advance or die. Dr. Briggs has taken 
one short step in advance, and before long will take 
another. The Presbyterian creed is dying and others 
wil be made. Oalvinism is barbarism. On every 
hand are the signs of the decay of orthodoxy. The 
evangelical churebes are denying that they ever 
believed in hell. Dr. Parkhurst’s address reminds 
me cf the reports of my own lectures.” 

Colonel Ingersoll greatly sympathizes with the 
agriculturists, as can be seen by the following re- 
marks : 

„J do not blame the farmers for trying to better 
their condition. They hav certainly had a hard time, 
and they feel that they hav been oppressed by the 
bankers, railroads, merchants, and patent-medicin - 
makers, to say nothing of ministers and lawyers. 
Everything seems to be against them. They hav 
to fight frosts and floods and drouth and all sorta 
of worms and bugs and speculators and cyclones 
and all the birds of the sir. 

“ Everybody and everything takes toll from the 
farmers. No wonder that they want to do some- 
thing. I do not think the planks in the Cincinnati 
platform can be fastened together and held in place. 
The farmers ought to know that resolutions passed 
by political conventions raise neither corn nor wheat, 
neither can they affect prices. I do not believe that 
the government can make money by law any more 
-than it can make good crops by law. The govern- 
ment can’t support the people. The people hav got 
to support the government. The government is a 
perpetual pauper. 

“I ask this one question: If the government can 
make money why should it collect taxes? Why not 
make what it needs and stop bothering the people? 

* Still Iam glad the farmers are discussing these 
questions. They will find out what the government 
can and cannot do.” 

The colonel said regarding Ignatius Donnelly and 
his Baconian theory: “I know that Mr. Donnelly 
enjoys the reputation of being a man of decided 
ability, and he is regarded by many as a great 
writer. He is known to me through his Baconian 
theory, and in that, of course, I hav no confidence. 
He is nearly as ingenious as absurd. He has devoted 
much time and curious learning, and at least suc- 
ceeded in convincing himself that Shakspere claimed 
that which he did not write, but to me the theory is 
without the slightest foundation.” 


— — oe E 

Porwrrwa to another world will never Stop vice 

among us; shedding light over this world alone can 
help.us,.— Whitman. 
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New Subscribers. 


A considerable number of new subscribers hav 
been added to our list during the week through the 
generous efforts of D. M. McMillan, R. M. Morrison, 
R. C. Richardson, H. B. Foster, S. H. Trobridge, W. 
B. Hutcheson, R. P. Harrington, O. Smith & Sons, 
E. E. Adams, T. P. Duncan, and T. G. Redfield; and 
each of these gentlemen is heartily thanked there- 
for. Messrs. Foster, Richardson, and Hutcheson 
hay made us indebted to them a second time. We 
trust that their good exemple will stimulate others 
to persuade their friends to subscribe, for we need 
to add largely to our list, and it can easily be done if 
only our present readers will make a little effort in 
our behalf. 


— . —A4m—ä 2ẽ 
Damaging Admissions. 

Three weeks ago we printed an editorial upon 
“The Unsubstantial Basis of Christianity, in which 
we said, Destroy the evidence of the gospels and 
you destroy the whole Christian scheme. This 
has indeed been done, not by Infidels alone, but by 
Ohristians; and yet so fatuous is the blind faith of 


the people, so deep their ignorance of this thing, 


and so powerful the business interests of the leaders 
in the church, that few know it, and still fewer com- 
prehend its far-reaching meaning.” 

The Christian Advocate of June 4th contains an 
editorial on What We Supposed All Intelligent 
People Knew," being admissions on the part of the 
editor that the Bible ia in parts an errant, human 
work, a “cyclopedia of Jewish history, manners, life, 
government, philosophy, and religion.” The writer 
seems surprised that everybody does not know these 
things, and yet we will wager a small sum that aside 
from s few.of the more scholarly of the ministers 
there is not one per cent of the membership of the 
Methodist church that knows or ever thinks of the 
things Dr. Buckley “ supposed all intelligent people 
knew.” Ninety per cent of the ministers may be 
safaly included in this estimate. 

Dr. Buckley begins his admissions with this: 

„That there are no original manuscripts in the world, 
those having worn out or been destroyed or lost in the earlier 
ages; that the translators were in the habit of adding words 
n the English version to make the sense clear, and that these 
are generally but not always placed in italics; that the man- 
uscripts from which the translations are made differ among 
themselvs upon certain points; that there are various pas- 
sages upon the meaning of which scholars hav differed.” 

While by no means going so far as truth and ad- 
herence to ascertained facts demand, a thoughtful 
assimilation of the admissions will cause reasoning 
Ohristians to wonder how they can be sure of the 
truth of their creeds. For instance, the Christian 
when opening his Bible is confronted with this on 


the title-page: “Translated out of the original 
tongues.” But if there are no original manuscripts, 
how can this statement be substantiated? So far 
as the world knows, there never were any original 
manuscripts.” The oldest Oid Testament manu- 
script belongs to a.p. 1106; the oldest New Testa- 
ment fragment was not in existence prior to the 
fourth century, a.c., if even then. They are all 
copies of copies, changed, mutilated, added to, and 
made to fit the views of the translator. Yet upon 
them, and knowing these things, the church makes 
us depend for “eternal life!” But how shall one 
know what words the translators hav added? 
which manuscripts are God's word? and what is the 
real meaning of the passages upon which the schol- 
ars differ? And still further, what becomes of the 
doctrin of plenary inspiration in view of these facts? 

Dr. Buckley goes on: 

“The Old Testament belongs to a dispensation prelimi- 
nary, incomplete, and in some instances faulty, owing to con- 
cessions to the weakness and ignorance of man; that the 


government of the Hebrews was neither a democracy, au- 
tocracy, nor an ordinary monarchy, but a theocracy, in the 


history of which the laws and wars, defeats and victories, 


conquests, migrations, captivities, lapses from the true faith, 
science, geography, botany, agriculture, weapons, imple- 
ments, hygienic practices, natural phenomena, miracles, 
prophecy, and practical religion are mingled together, mak- 
ing the Bible not merely a book of religion, or of any other 
one thing, but a cyclopedia of Jewish history, manners, life, 
government, philosophy, and religion.” 


If these things be true, of what use is the Old 
Testament as a guide to heaven? Is Genesis a 
scrap of a cyclopedia or an account of God's handi- 


work? Genesis is the most important book of the 
whole Bible. Upon it depends the very existence of 


God, and without if Ohrist's atonement is a super- 
flaity. If man did not fall, he need not rise. With- 
out Eden Oalvary was a useless sacrifice. 

Again: 

„Moses did not write the account of his death and burial ; 
some books in the Old Testament are merely to preserve the 
general maxims and state of morals; other books, like 
Esther, to giv an account of a crisis in Jewish history; 
Ecclesiastes, to show the folly of human philosophy and of 
human life as experienced by & voluptuary.” 

And again the query, If these things be so, of 
what use as a religious work is the Old Testament? 
When does Moses’s authorship of the Pentateuch 
end, and the unknown's begin? 

„The Bible itself teaches us that some portions are literal 
and some figurativ, and sets us upon using our best judg- 
ment to ascertain which. 

The canon of the scriptures, by which is meant the au- 


` | thoritativ decision of what books should be held inspired, 


was decided by men of authority in the church ; some 
Christians hav doubted whether some of the books should 
hav been included, as Luther doubted whether the General 
Epistle of James belonged there; but the weight of judg- 
ment, Roman, Greek, and Protestant, accept these, while 
the Roman Catholics include the Apocrypha as authoritativ, 
and the Protestants do not accept it.” 

What a muddle this will leave the sverage Ohristian 
in! Supposing his judgment as to which portions 
are literal and which figurativ should be wrong? 
Will he go to hell? Bat if each can decide for him- 
self which portions to follow, and all arriving finally 
at the same destination, then the creeds and preach- 
ers and churches are useless. Giv every man a 
Bible and let him work out his own salvation. 

Again, what an absurd way of settling the au- 
thenticity of books, or which books were inspired 
and which not, by leaving it to men in authority in 
the church! These men differed on nearly all the 
books, and then voted on the matter, the majority 
ruling! On this point Keeler says: 

“ There is one curious fact to which I cannot refrain from 
calling attention. No Christian historian, whether Mosheim, 
Milman, Schaff, or any other, has ever perceived, apparently, 
the grotesque absurdity of an assembly attempting to decide 
by vote a fact in the past. Men vote on questions which hav 
yet to be decided, and thus make them facts—as whether 
this man or that man shall be president, or this law or that 
shall bein force—but not on those which are already decided. 
That Christian councils ever seriously discussed ‘ Did Christ 
hav two natures or one after incarnation?” is of itself almost 
anomalous. But to say nothing of that—to attempt to de- 
cide it by a vote is like trying to decide by a vote whether 
or not he wascrucified. If he had two natures he had two, 
and the fact could not be made to depend on a vote taken 
five hundred years afterward. Yet all the great Christian 


| historians " discuss such things with the utmost naivete, and 


never for a moment perceive their absurdity. This is only 
one instance in many which might be cited, wherein these 
gentlemen almost forfeit the patience of intelligent skeptics. 
They devote time in all seriousness to simple nonsense, and 
overlook the facts lying all about them which completely 
overwhelm the Christian theology with defeat,” 


But the Epistle of James and the Apoorypha are 
by no means the only books of doubtful authenticity, 
as is pointed out in the editorial referred to. In the 

Old Testament the authors of the following books 

are unknown or disputed: Genesis, Exodus, Laviticus, 

Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Rath, First 
and Second Samuel, First and Second Kings, First 
and Second Chronicles, Esther, Job, Proverbs, Bo- 
clesiastes, Song of Solomon, Lamentations, Ezekiel, 

Daniel, Obadiah, Jonah, Habakkuk, Haggsi—twenty- 
six from thirty-nine books. In the New Testament, 
besides the Epistle of James, the books which hay 
no known authors are the most important of all: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Actas, the Epistles to the 
Ephesians, Colossians, First and Second Timothy, 
Titus, Hebrews, Second Peter, Second and Third 
John, and Jude; and Revelation is more than doubtful. 
By this it will be seen that Mr. Buckley knows al- 
most as little as some of his parishioners, or that he 
conceals à great deal that he knows. We supposed 
all intelligent ministers knew these things, as any- 
body fortunate enough to hav a library of modern 
theological books might know. John Wesley, how- 
ever, neither expressed nor implied them, and 
Olarke's Commentary is silent thereon—which may 
account for his ignorance of what we supposed all 
intelligent people knew. 

But the admissions already made are quite suffi. 
cient, if the Methodists can comprehend their signifi- 
cance, to instil a good deal of doubt in the minds of 
the faithful—and who remain faithful because they 
believe every word in the Bible to come directly from 


God. 
The Catholic Church on the Sanday Question. 

The Catholic Review concludes an editorial on 
the opening of the Metropolitan Museum on Sun- 
days with these words: 

** Ag has been pointed out again and again in these pages, 
and as steadily ignored by the Catholic press, the Sunday 
question is an evidence of that struggle which is going on 
almost unnoticed between Christian and non-Christian. It 
is not a question of rational amusement for the multitude on 
Sundays, but whether the Sunday shall not be abolished 
altogether. We are therefore in favor of diminishing rather 
than increasing the liberties now permitted on Sunday. It 
is a war measure, and its adoption will secure the support 
of every sincere Christian. Inthe presence of an unscru- 
pulous, popular, and well-armed foe we are nof disposed to 
accept their taunts as arguments, or to be moved to hasty 
action by their sneers. If leisure for the study of art, litera- 
ture, music, for the development of skill in rowing, for 
communion with nature is necessary to the workman, let 
him get it through the passing of the eight-hour law, which 
is destined to giv him enough time during the week for 
diversion of every kind. The Sunday should remain the 
day of rest and prayer, and as long as the followers of Christ 
remain the majority in this land their observance of the Sun- 
day should find plain expression in the laws of the state. In 
any case, the position of American Christians at this moment 
with regard to the Sunday must comfort and stimulate the 
followers of Ingersoll.” 

That the “followers of Ingersoll” find encourage- 
ment in the gain made in the Sunday controversy 
by the opening of the Museum goes without saying, 
especially as some of them played a not unimportant 
part in achieving the victory. The opening, too, 
has a broader significance, as the Review sees. It 
means that the public is losing its respect for a 
“holy” day, and for the narrow bigots who would 
impose their limitations upon it. It also tends to 
destroy superstition, and for that all should be 
grateful. It indicates, too, that religion is gradually 
giving place to humanitarianism ; solicitude for 
another world being replaced by care for this. 
These are hopeful signs. Christianity has too long 
stood in the pathway of progress. It is now being 
gradually pushed aside. The destruction of the 
reverence for Sunday, as a period of time someway 
made different from other time, is a most energetic 


push. By a general consensus one day in seven has 


been made a rest-day, and bigots hav seized it as 
their exclusiv property. To regain it, even in part, 
is a benefit to the world. 

It is, however, a matter of significance that the 
Catholic Review, & church organ commended by the 
pope, and the archbishops of New York and Brooklyn, 
should distinctly assume the position of the God-in- 
the-OConstitution party that the Christians should hav 
a plain expression of their “Sabbath” views in the 
laws of the state. That means that the Catholics on 
minor as well as mejor points demand a union of 
church and state, and will join hands with the Preg. 
byterians and others to obtain it. But there is somg 
consolation in the fact that the Oatholig laity are the 


E 


1 
- 


e l THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 13, 18871 377 
eee 
2 persistent of all Sunday lawbreskers. They Prentice Mulford. writer became acquainted with him. He was seeking 
do it viciously and not for principle, but they will be Ever : „|a position on the press, but could not obtain one, 
bard to restrain. And if the church cared for the lished e maa R E ind to make the fo Avira needed to support himself 
moral welfare of its dupes as much as for the power | Grane Papers” will experience a feeling of regret to | lectured every Sunday night at Trenor's Hall, and 
‘and profit of her priests she would seek to lead them | learn that the writer, though till now unknown to | the writer took the dimes at the door. Moody and 
into moral ways instead of seeking to diminish the them, is dead. Prentice Malford was a peculiar | Sankey were then filling Madison Square Garden 
liberties of the day. s 8 man, and probably had experienced as many phases nightly with howling converts, and Mr. Mulford 

M — ———— of life as is given to one person to know. He was found amusement in attending. Hia experiences 
The Illinois Law Against Mediums. born in Sag Harbor in 1834 His father was a hotel- sd pis o ae bu pis B pe i hd 
l keeper i Ichabo rane Papers whic r. Ben 
From the pen of Mr. Samuel Leavitt, well known etel * 1 ployed him to write. He possessed genuin humor, 
to all frequent-rs of the Manhattan Liberal Olub, | th tin th A aid Wid bocas tor Onia. | and wll his eariior writings arə permeated with subtil 
we this week print a dream in which he sees the en- . t ee prec ship Wind boana tor Uhina; it and tio thoughtful In the Ichabod 
- * via Sen Francisco. He left the ship at the latter] wit aud sarcastic thoughtiuiness. In the Jonabo 
forcement of the proposed law in Illinois imprison- A P. ; h ld allow this extended play, but 
ing materializi : T E place, and after Staying there for a while shipped as Crane Papers he could allow this extended play, bu 
g erializing mediums. The bill has -already cook in a whaling schooner. He began writing for | 8°™e'imes his exuberant faney went beyond even 
been enacted in the senate. Following Mr. Levitt's À . „„ E e|. , igi “ 
. . 2 : Bee the Union Democrat in California ir 1860. He was Mr. Bennett's contempt for religion. The “ Mumbo 
article is an editorial from the Sun of this city, : F : vA ” i first writt i 
ti ; FEQ Á a candidate for the legislature in 1864, but was de. Jumbo“ sketch in the papers was first written with 
quoting the bill, and objecting to its enactment. feted. He was then employed on the Golden Era | the Christian trinity as the characters, and the writer 
We advise all Spiritualists in Illinois to write to the | . i : poU. EP DF ONIS ATE k 
] h . in San Francisco for a year, and afterward on the | well remembers that Mr. Bennett was shocked at 
members of their House protesting against its enact- Californian. In 1868 he Nus employed on the | its irreverence when he laid it before him ; for Mr. 
ment. AN . | Dramatic Chronicle, and finally on the San Fran. | Mulford and the messenger then lived in the same 
The bill is the product of the great brain of a f ois Chronicle. When he left San Francisco he family. But its fun was not lost, for Mulford modi- 
Ohicago “Spiritualist” journalist. Its purpose, as took a trip to Europe, tramping through the French | fed it by substituting Mambo Jumbo for Jehovah, 
he explains it, is “to eliminate the fraud element in provinces on foot. Ad correspondent of American and its sharp point is undulled. God and Mumbo 
Spiritualistic séances.” Visitors to the Wor!d’s Fair papers he lived in Vienna during its great exposition, ere the same,” said Mulford when told of the editor’s 
are the objects of his special solicitude. “I hav,“ and in Paris on similar business. He was MOMS objections. 'To these papers he never puf his name, 
he pompously proclaims to a reporter, “absolutely spondent for a San Francisco paper during our Cen. | because of the ir jury it might work him when he 
correct information that those who practice frauds | tennial and afterward spent ten years as one of the | finally became a member of a daily journal staff, 
of this character everywhere are preparing to invade editora. of the Daily Graphic. though he was a radical Infidel, and smong bis friends 
Chicago during the session of the World's Fair. While in London he married a beautiful English did not hesitate bo avow it. And afterward, though 
Our present laws are insufficient to protect the pub- girl, who afterward was divorced from him. In San he refused our solicitations to write some more of 
lio from their impositions or to punish the perpetra-| Francisco he convinced himself that Spiritualism the same sort, alleging that he was a builder snd not 
tors. We hav exposed their methods repeatedly, | wag true though he always denied the immortal- a destroyer, he never had any respect for the Ohris- 
and hav had them indicted and trieq for obtaining | ity” of the soul. After his separation from his wife | tian mythology, nor faith in the church's claims. 
money under false pretenses, but they manage to | he became for a while a Theosophist, then a follower | _ If he had been asked how he would hav liked to hav 
slip through the meshes of the law. This was nota: | of the Fletchers who in Boston founded a club for | death overtake him, he would perhaps hav described 
bly true in the case of Mra. Sawyer and the Bangs | ihe study of metaphysics, but principally the ethios | che end he met, just in the happiest, sunniest hour 
sisters.” In his own sheet he says “there is little | of Spiritualism. This aia duplicate of a club that | Of all the voyage, while eager wirds were kissing 
doubt but that it will pass the House and become | Mrs, Fletcher had founded five years before in Lon. every Sail, to dash against the unseen rock, and in 
alaw. The only danger is that in the stress of busi- don under the name of the “White Cross Club,” n instant hear the billows roar above the sunken 
ness so near the close of the session it may get There was an outer and an inner cirole. To the latter, ship.“ For he was happiest when alone in his little 

‘crowded out; but this is hardly probable.” only Spiritualists were admitted. Mulford became | raft, and he set out in good »ealth snd spirits. He 
' The bill is absolutely vicious and dangerous be- secretery of the club. He is also said to hav been liked nature uncultivated and rugged, nature nat- 
cause, as the Sun points out, it is special legislation, chosen by the spirits as the mediumistic assistant of ural, and he despised the artificialities of the conven- 
and that sort of lawmaking is a great deal more | the inner circle. The spirits made it known that it tional. The end was painless, and though to his 
dangerous to the public welfare than all the decep- | was their intention to establish through the club a lit- | friends it is shocking to think of his dying alone in 
tion practiced by the mediums. The publie can | erature which should become widespread. The ma- 4 boat, yet the dead feel no hurt. With nature he 
easily protect itself from “fraudulent manifestations” | terial for the first twelve months publication was | 96d to liv, and with nature he would kav chosen 
by remaining away from séances; but once admit | diotated to Mulford by a woman medium, and he bo die. He had lived all lives, like a prince and like 
the principle that the legislature can make laws to had the manuscripts in his possession for three or |° Pauper; studied all creeds, and rejected them all 
punish only certain individuals and the door is four months before the society, of which he was sec. kor a simple faith in a formless force which worked 
opened for s nice little inquisition where the instru- | retary, decided to publish them. They were issued | hrough law; had mingled with all conditions cf 

` ments of torture are handled by those who hav per | under the name of the White Cross Library. The men, and experienced the emotions of the reckless 
sonal grudges to satisfy. The law might as well be | publication was begun in Boston. Since then he has ones of the world and of the ascetic. His cup was 
directed against slate-writing mediums as against | bad regular classes to which he has taught the prin. full when, down by the ses, the end came. 
those who produce, or pretend to produce, material. | ciples inculoated in his magazine, but has always re- : 
ized spirit forms, or against olairvoyanis. That it fused to admit that he was a Spiritualist, Theogo- t the growth of vegetation before the sun was creato? ne 

does not, is dus to the fact that the author of the | phist, or O:eultist. He wrote the truth of the | related in Genesis; which explanation Colonel Ingersoll had 
bill makes a specialty only of exposing “materializ | science of life as it came to him, without divulging | so much fun with in his Interviews on Talmage.” And 
ing" mediums, among whom he has few friends, | the source to hia most intimate friends. He worked, | the Brooklyn antic has paralleled the sermon by another on 
while among the others his cronies, male and female, | he said, for the conservation of force in man, whether the pisi ree pax 110 ee i j^ 125 oe ot 
sro numerous. The pill is an attempt to uae the | piritual . ,,. Ade mend 
2M gisiacure to advertise ^ so-called Spiritual- olsred he could be called a seek-r only. In many Talmage is unequaled 

. d s really. Christian, “sheet, and it ought to he ways he imitated the Buddhist ascetics, spending Now that Mr. St. John has obtained Holy John's permis- 

adi oe n . | hours in solitary meditation, and for many years he | sion to send the“ Bible Abridged” through the mails he is 
And, as Mr. Leavitt hints, where is the sense in | shunned association with people. He rented a small | doing great work in circulating that volume. This is the 
imprisoning mediums and allowing priests and min- house on the Palisades by the Hadson river, and | postal card he sends out to possible purchasers : 
isters to go free? They do not pretend to produce | passed weeks alone there, coming to the city only to BOLY BOB CESNRRIDUSD 
spirits, it is true, but they do pretend, at least the bring his manuscript to sell. for he made his living 
former, to hav communication with, or control over, | entirely with his pen. In 1883 he built a hut on the 
another world, and do “for profit or gain” assume | shore of Staten Island and lived a recluse's life for 
to direct ifs affairs. A priest who receives a dollar two years, meditating and writing and communing 
for saying masses to get a soul out of purgatory, is | with occult ix fluences. 

just as much of a swindler as the biggest “fake” of] He was fond of bosting, and would make long 
a medium in the country. Ministers, too, pray for | cruises in a little catboat or canoe on the waters 
the repose of souls and do not hesitate to accept around New York. And it was while making one of 
donations from the friends of the dead. When they | these cruises that he died, alone, and lay undiscovered 
hold out the hope that their prayers may avail, they, for some days. On the last Monday in May he 
too, are swindlers, so far as anybody knows to the started in a canoe for Sag Harbor, where two of his 
contrary. Why not, then, let every religious tub 


sisters stil liv. He was found lying in the canoe 
stand on its own bottom, supported without coer-| dead, in Sheepshead bay, on the following Saturday. 
cion or hindrance from the state by those who desire | The canoe was provided with a camping outfit and a 
to part with their money in that way ? 


banjo, and was well provisioned. Hə was to take 
There is one clause in this proposed law that will 


i the usual course through Graat South bay. The 
probably puzzle the courts. The law is against per- | boat when found was secured to the bank just back 
sonating or representing a spirit. Inasmuch as the 


of the Manhattan Besch botel. Mr. Mulford was 
bill assumes that spirits never return to earth, who 


lying face downward, and it is supposed he had been 
shall say what is an impersonation or representation | dead about two days. The canoe had been seen to 
of them? How can any court declare anything to enter the bay on Monday. The coroner says death 
be a representation of a thing when no human being 


was caused by apoplexy. 
knows what that thing is like? A wad on Bis return from San Feed diet Mio 


„A book of 160 pages containing choice selections from the 
Holy Bible, highly recommended by the Postmaster General 
and other high ¢fficials and also by leading clergymen. 
Sent postnaid to any part of the United States. on receipt 
of price, fifty cents. A Jiberal discount made to the trade. 

** This ia a splendid book to hav on the center-table. 

„As sample of the contents of the book see Generis, Chap- 
ters xvi, xix, xxx, xxxvili; Leviticus, Chap. xxi; Numbers, 
Chap. xxxi; D-ut., Chap. xxiii, xxv; Jadges, Chap xxi; 
II Samuel, Cnap. xi, xii, xvi; Ezekiel, Chap. xv; ICor., 
Chap. vii.” 


Some time ago the New York Press announced an article 
by Colonel Ingersoll, Why I Aman Agnostic.” The Prese 
advertised it widely, and the article was telegraphed to vari- 
ous cities; editors in which supposed it to benew. When it 
appeared, we compared it with the article of the same title 
which appeared in the N rth American Review, and found it 
to be about one-half of the same paper, every other para- 
graph being omitted. It was a dishonest trick, and the 
Press is now sued by the Review for infringing the copyright 
law. But the avidity with which the article was copied, and 
the eagerness of editors of large daily papers to pay telegraph 
cost to hav it sent to them, +how that there is no more popu- 
lar writer in the country than the champion of Agnosticism ; 
and it is an interestirg reflection that the publisber of the 
Review has no occasion to sue for infringing his copyright 
on any of his contributors’ articles except Colonel Ingersoll’s, 
The article appeared in the Review of December, 1889, and 
March, 1890. 
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Zetters jrom Sriends. 


Osanpa, Ga., May 27, 1891. 
Mr. EprroR: Inclosed you will find $1, for which please 
send me the Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, Hymns, 
and Recitations ;” also the ANNUAL for 1891. 
I like your paper better and better as I read it each week. 
I hav six children, and I am trying to train them up in the 
way they should go, and think, in the course of time, I 
will turn loose six Infidels in Georgia. I shall send for your 
Bible soon and then go to preaching. A. D. SYZIOKLAND. 


Disco, Mios., May 14, 1891. 
Mz. EnpiTOR: Inclosed is $7.25 for my own renewal to 
your excellent paper and two new subscribers, one year 
each. For the twenty-five cents send me the Annuat for 
1891. We hav not the benefit of Freethought lectures here, 
but your paper helps us out wonderfully, and Heston is a 
host in himself. The post-office authorities seem to be 
“ holed,” and all that remains in that line is to put the 
attorney-general up a tree. Let the hunt go on by all means. 

Yours, etc., Fnaasom R. PAYNE. 


Eureka, Uran, May 15, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror : When are you to publish the next Pictorial 
Text-Book?” I hav the first one you hav published, but I 
am anxious to purchase the next, as the one I possess 
afforded me pride, amusement, and instruction. As I am in 
Mormons’ land, I Joaned it to many, and it is still going 
. round, greatly interesting every family. Too bad I am poor 
—I would like to purchase one for every family in the land. 
Wishing for Taz TRurH SEEKER a great success, and ad- 

miring its talent, Yours respectfully, PAUL COEFFER. 


CnxyxsNE, Wyo., May 27, 1891. 
Mn. EprroR: Please find inclosed check for $2, for which 
send us another copy of your Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book.” The work has been greatly admired here by all 
common-sense people who hav seen it, and with the help of 
another one and TuE TRUTR SEEKER we hope to convert a 
sufficient number of the broad-gage, progressiv, enterpris- 
ing citizens of the state of Wyoming to organize a Freethink- 
er's society. Look out for us. You will see Wyoming fore- 

most in the rank of Liberalism. RICHARD BON Bros. 


Droarun, ILL., May 26, 1891. 
MR. Epiror: Please find inclosed $1 for the Pictorial 
Bible when ready. I am pleased to hear that it is the in- 
tention of Brother John Peck to assist in preparing the work. 
I wondered what had become of him, as I had not seen any- 
thing in Tux TRUTA SEEKER from him of late. I wish he 
would publish in pamphlet form the articles that appeared 
in Tux Trora SEEKER recently, entitled Christianity Be- 
fore the Court” and “The India-Rubber God." Kind re- 

gards to Heston. You must continue the pictures. 
Liberally yours, CHARLES RANDALL. 


) BRANDON, MIxN., May 18, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: I am behindtime with my remittance, as 
I was trying to get one or more new subscribers, but suc- 
ceeded in getting none. We hav several men here that 
sympathize with Freethought, but who do not hav the moral 
stamina to face the world and let their ideas come forth—a 
set of religious cowards domineered over by at least seven or 
eight priests or parasites of as many denominations. At any 
rate I shall keep on and try to do my share to allow reason 
to rule instead of dogmas. Wishing you success in your 
grand work, I remain yours sincerely, Gro. S. Myron. 


BROOR VILLE, Kan., May 19, 1891. 
Mx. Eprrog: In Tax TRUTR SxEKRR of May 9th you pub- 
lished a Liberal funeral address, said to hav been delivered 
by me. This is not the case, however. The address was 
made by W. F. Adams, a teacher in the Brookville public 
school, at the funeral of the infant daughter of George and 
Carrie Wright. I only wish that I was capable of producing 
such an address. Mr. Adams is one of the brainiest young 
Liberals in our county. As a teacher he stands in the front 
rank, and as a man he is very highly respected in this vicin- 
ity. He spoke at the grave of little Alice at the earnest 

request of the bereaved parents. NEWTON MriroHELL. 


Dzs Moss, IA., May 25, 1891. 
Mr. Enrrog: On Sunday, May 17th, the Liberals of Des 
Moines had the pleasure of listening to two of Charles 
Watts’s grand lectures. The subjects were, Did Christ 
Arise from the Dead?“ The hall was crowded on both oc- 
casions, and Mr. Watts was greeted by the largest audiences 
any Liberal lecturer ever had in Des Moines. We had a 
challenge to the clergy printed, and one sent to every minis- 
ter in the city. Up to the present time none of them hav 
responded, and we do not think they will. These gentry 
are brave when they can hav everything their own way, but 
they recoil when an opponent demands of them to defend 

on the platform what they preach frum the pulpit. 
Yours for mental liberty, FRANKLIN STEINER. 


Twin Mounp, K AN., May 14, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed I send you $3.50. This will secure 
me a berth before the mast on board TRR TRUTH SEEKER man 
of war. With our noted Editor as fighting captain, and her 
crew of intellectual officers, she is bound to make short 
work of Ohristianity's battered hulk. Our friend Heston 
has got his pen lighted between her gangway and her 
quarterdeck, and it is only a question of time till the fire of 
Freethought reaches her magazine and blows her and her 

three-headed God to that hell she has invented for others, 


throat. 


Your friend, 


Frepowia, N. Y., May 28, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed find -$1.25—$1 to apply on TRR 
TEUTA SEEKER, and twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL. 

I hav tried to get up a club, but it appears that Taz TEvuTH 
SEEKER is a little too far in advance of any church-member, 
and others require spirit friends to accompany them. Your 
paper has got so firm a hold upon my reason, and ali the 
while keeping abreast of the times with fresh and rare 
flowerg of new truth budding and bursting into bloom, so 
much so thatI am held spell-bound and made freer every 
day of my life; so much so I cannot break loose if I should 
try. I feel ita privilege to hav and to hold the desire to 
still contribute to keep the standard sheet Tux TRUTH 
BxxxxR waving in the breeze, wafting the precious seeds of 
truth over the barren soil of superstition until it shall yet be 
made to blossom as the rose. Prix Surrg. 


Liberal in the land. Asx. MoBrivg. 


Hawsvza, Ia., May 10, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog : W. S. Bell, the Radical orator of Oakland, 
Cal., delivered three good lectures in this city May 1st, 2d, 
and 3d, onethe following subjects: (1) „Liberty ;. (2) 
Evolution of Religious Ideas;" (8) “ Popular Objections 
to Freethought Stated and Answered." Mr. Bell is a very 
witty speaker, and frequently convulsed the audience with 
laughter. He made some telling blows against orthodoxy. 
He has many warm friends in Hamburg. Charles Watts, of 
Toronto, Can., followed him on the 4th, 5th, and 6th. The 
topics were as follows: (1) “ Unbelief: What Has It Done 
for Mankind?” (2) “The Bible Story of Creation;" (3) 
“Did Christ Rise.from the Dead?" These lectures were 
grand. Ingersoll could not do much better. Mr. Watts is 
expected to return in the near future in time to dedicate the 
Fred W. Toedt Freethought Hall, a magnificent structure 

soon to be built. E. T. DaxzsEy. 


CLARKSVILLE, IA., May 27, 1891. 
Ms. Epiror: I am pleased to inform you we hav had the 
great pleasure of listening to Mr. Charles Watts in this town. 
He delivered three lectures at this place on the 24th, 25th, 
and 26th of May. It has been quite an event for the people. 
The subjects were, ‘‘ Secularism,” ** Unbelief," and Chris- 
tian Origin.” To those who hav never had the pleasure of 
hearing Mr. Watts it would be difficult to describe his mas- 
terly manner and convincing logic in the delivery of these 
lectures. Our friends here thought the lectures were 
splendid. At tbe last lecture there were three ministers 
present, and although Mr. Watts gave them a cordial invi- 
tation to answer him or correct him they evidently did not 
think it prudent. I would advise all Liberals in this section 
never to miss the opportunity of securing Mr. Watts’s ser- 
vices, for he is what may be called a holy terror to supersti- 

tion, bigotry, and priesteraft. FREETHINKER. 


New Yonzx, May 26, 1891. 

Mr. EprroR: As regards advocating the nomination of 
Mr. R. G. Ingersoll for president, I would like to say that I 
would favor him personally, for he is an honest man, judg- 
ing by his Freethought lectures. But our field for action 
is not directly political, but is preéminently one of educa- 
tion, agitation, and reform. We need strong men like Mr. 
Ingersoll to cast hot shot at the absurdities and untruthful- 
ness of all religion, periodically and at frequent intervals, 
throughout the land. 

Again, we do not need any president of the United States. 
It is a useless office, and the time has arrived for its aboli- 
tion. The incumbent is a mere figure-head the same as 
Queen Victoria. Also the United States $enate (correct 
spelling) is unnecessary, and should hav its ‘‘rich men’s 
club” pay its own expenses, not taxing the people. 

No, the office of president would not benefit Mr. Inger- 
soll, nor could it advance Freethought issues. Let us urge 
him to still be the Grand Chief Lecturer and independent 
exponent of Liberalism! For his noble efforts in the cause 
of truth vs. religion humanity and an approving judgment 
daily bless him. E. J. KIMBALL. 


Crayon, O., May 25, 1891 (k. M. 291). 

Mr. Enrror: Having been a continual patron and reader 
of Tux TRUTA SEEKER for a period of seven years, and also 
a constant worker in the dissemination of its principles 
among my fellow.men, and having not as yet voiced my 
sentiments and feelings upon this grand Religion of Human- 
ity in its columns, I now embrace the opportunity to do so. 

By the kindness of an associate who has been attending 
college, a few years since I came in the possession of some 
Freethought literature from Tax TRUTA SEEKER. It so con- 
formed with my reason and experience and so appeased the 
very longings of my nature that I accepted the principles 
therein as the most rational religion ever offered to man, and 
at & sacrifice of popularity I hav proclaimed them ever since. 
Until I find something more logical or consistently scientific, 
as long as I retain my mental equilibrium, my voice shall 
ever be heard reverberating the sentiments of the grand old 
TRUTH SEEKER. 

Without an exception, Heston’s cartoons are the most 
potent and effectual factors in this Freethought warfare 
that could be employed. This man Heston must possess a 
mountain of genius and education, so well and so truly does 
he portray his pictures. Never let them stop. 

I go to church occasionally, and there I hear the false ac- 
cusations and misrepresentations of the religious cranks con- 
cerning our modern savior, Colonel Ingersoll, and the doc- 
trin of human Rationalism, and it so arouses my indignation 


Mr. Editor, you hav got Holy John by the collar and 
Hold on to him until you expose his hypocrisy to 
the world. Your repeated efforts to get a decision on the 
| Holy Bugaboo deserve the approval and respect of every 


and enthuses my ambition that I hav longed for the ability 
of the one that is assailed, when I would polish them off in 
a minute. 

You mention in a recent number the different ways we 
can help THE TRUTH SzgkER. Among them is by sending 
sample copies to subscribers for distribution. Now, I am a 
subecriber and I do want to help Tug TRUTHS SEEKER and 
the cause of Liberalism. Please send me a few copies béar- 
ing the date of May 9th and 16th, and they will be disposed 
of to our good. Iconclude by wishing that long may liv 
Tue TRUTRH SREKRR and its principles be perpetual and pre- 
vail, and that ultimate mental emancipation be ours to the 
extent of perfect liberty. 

Without the grace of God, I am, 


Fraternally yours, ELER MoMiLLER. 


Nzw BALTIMORE, O., June 1, 1891. 

Mr. Enprron: From the tone of many of your. correspond- : 
ents your readers would conclude that most of your patrons 
were poor men and Anarchists. Nothing is said in favor of 
the rich man; all seem to be against him as though it wasa 
crime to be rich, or as though no man could accumulate 
property unless he did so dishonestly or criminally. - 

Mr. Ballou says the poor man bears all the burdens. Let 
us inquire and ascertain. In this part of the United States 
the men of property make and keep up the roads and all 
other improvements; they build school-houses and educate 
the children of the poór as their own, and even go so far as 
to compel the poor man’s children to go to school, in many 
instances furnishing them books. If necessary they thfow 
around the poor the protecting arm of the law. The man 
of property pays nearly all the expenses of keeping up the 
government, unless it be the revenue derived from tobacco 
and intoxicating liquor. Without the man of capital the 
poor man would. be without labor or money. And in many 
cases he gets more than his labor is worth, and the capitalist 
fails in his business. Yet there is a constant cry that capital 
is robbing labor, that the laborer is working at, starvation 
prices, and strikes are instituted, and mostly by men who are 
earning from $2 to $8 per day, which would enable any per- 
son with an ordinary family to liv and lay up something for 
after-life by using ordinary economy and keeping sober. 

There is the great trouble, intemperance. Many men 
(not all), especially miners, will work all the week, make from 
$20 to $30, then get on a spree, spend the whole or nearly 
the whole amount before Monday morning, and when they 
find their money: gone they strike for higher wages. And 
every strike is decidedly against the laborer; it discourages 
capital, factories are discontinued and new ones are not. 
built, the demand for labor is less than the supply, and the 
consequence is, the price of labor is reduced. 

The only way to increase the value of labor is to make it 
valuable and profitable to the manufacturer. Then the bus- 
iness will be found profitable, other factories will start up, 
and create a demand for labor and the risein wages. 

Without the hated capitalist the poor man must starve ; 
the best policy for the poor man is by frugality himself to 
become a capitalist. 'This country pays the highest wages 
of any country in the world, why then so much complaint ? 
In China the laborer gets ten cents a day. S. M. BOWER. 


Inpustry, KAN., May 25, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrog: I read an article in week before last's TRUTA 
BxxxzR stating how to increase the circulation of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. That is just what I hav been doing ever since I hav 
been taking the paper, and I find it has accomplished a great 
deal of good. And if you hav any extra copies that you hav 
no particular use for, I would be pleased to receive them, 
and I shall circulate them where I think they will do the most 
good. Just as soon as I am through reading: mine, I dis- 
tribute it where it does the most good. My Liberal papers 
and books are always in demand. This book that I am now 
ordering from you is for a friend of mine that saw the ad- 
vertisment in Tug TnurH Szzxer. And if we are fortunate 


enough here in Kansas to get a good crop of grain this year, 


I expect to be able to order $12 or $15 worth of books from: 
you, a8 there are three other partles going in with me to 
order books in order to post themselvs on the Liberal 
question; and then, they say they are going to attend the 
religious revivals next winter, and if the preacher or church- 
members come to them to persuade them to get what the 
church calls religion, they can defend themselvs, and giv a 
reason why they don’t believe it. And more than that, we are 
going to make a strong effort to secure you more subscribers 
to THE Truru SEEKER. But at present it is almost impos 
sible to send for books or get subscribers, as money is very 
scarce on account of poor crops for the last two or three 
years, and the people at present are very busy cultivating 
their crops. But I assure you that I am doing all I can for 
the Liberal cause according to my ability and finance. 
Everybody that sees Taz TRUTH BEEKER is wonderfully 
amused at the pictures, except the church-members, as they 
think it is blasphemy in the first degree to illustrate holy 
things" in their true light. But that’s right. Tell Brother 
Heston to giv it to them in strong doses, as that is the only 
thing that will eradicate the old Bible superstition out of 
some people’s minds. 

It is too bad that the great majority of the people in this 
age of the world must be hypocrits, in order to please 
hypocritical church - members. In the first place, the more 
Liberal-minded people hav not the courage to express their 
honest opinion publicly; and as they are in business they 
are afraid to do so for fear they will offend some of their 
patrons who do pretend to believe in the Holy Queer, and 
lose their trade; and then they think it unpopular to be an 
unbeliever. And with my experience with the people I find 
itisso. Nearly everybody goes to church to see and to ba 
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seen and make a display of themselvs. Quite a number of 
church-members hav told me already, ** Wise, believe what 
you please, but don't express your honest opinion publicly ; 
for your being a poor young one-armed man hurts your 
reputation in the estimation of the people; for it is fashion- 
able nowadays to be a hypocrit, and you might as well be a 
hypocrit and make pretensions in Christianity, as well as the 
rest of us.” What do you think of such assertions as that ? 
Your true friend, J. B. Wiez. 


lecture. I fight superstition, false teaching, and fraud. I 
hav a combat with nearly every preacher I meet. After talk- 
ing to them for a whole day, and some of them for a day 
and a night, they almost all acknowledge that they do not 
know any more of God, devil, heaven, and hell than what I 
claim to know myself. I then tell them they ought to be 
ashamed to teach that God is the author of such a book as 
the Bible, and that a merciful God would forever damn to 
an endless hell some of his people he has created because 
they cannot believe that Jesus Christ rose from the dead 
three days after he was crucified and then ascended up to 
heaven. That is what I tell them. I tell them to be honest 
and preach to the people what they acknowledge to me. 
But they will not do that, you know. They go to the pulpit 


ManroE ing, Mo., May 25, 291. 
Mr. Enrrok: I hav been here in Missouri nearly one year. 
I find quite a number of Liberals here—some who are out- 


spoken, and many others who are shy, and afraid to speak 
their honest thought for fear of social and business boycott. 
And I will tell you what I notice by associating with both 
Liberals and Christians. I find existing among Christians 
a kind of narrow-mindedness, a selfish disposition, a kind of 
unnatural, unreasonable ghostology hovering over that 
household. I find the most strict and sincere among them 
to be the most unreasonable. When I take up my abode for 
the night with a man who asks a long, long blessing, and 
says a long evening and morning prayer, I do not miss the 
mark very far or often when I make up my mind to hav to 
pay such a man something near two prices for my staying 
with him. i 

And the children raised by such parents hav a longing 
gaze or pious look, a dulness about them, which no doubt 
hav been brought upon them by being taught the unreason- 
able story of the Bible. The mind of every child revolts 
against such absurdities until it has been crippled, biased, 
blunted, and twisted out of reason by such ghostly dreams 
until at last it has no power to resist the hypnotic influences 
of such a teaching, and it falls a victim. It is no longer the 

bright-eyed, smiling-faced child of nature. It becomes, as it 
were, nailed to the cross. Its brain has been deadened. It 
has become the child of superstition. Its soul has been 
poisoned by the cruel influences of the unreasonable and 
absurd. It has become non-progressiv in the world of 
thought. And if in spite of all such cruel teaching, the 
child retains a single germ of natural reason and it begins to 
bud, the parents, all the Christian neighbors, and the clergy, 
the great defenders of superstition, are ready as soon as it is 
discovered to crush and kill the last vestige of that bud of 
promis. They then shout and pray, and tell their God of 
what they hav done. They seem to think they hav gained a 
great victory. The most of them are no doubt in earnest, 
and I believe they are sincere and-think they are doing right, 
for they were taught these doctrins when they were children. 

And I want to tell you that that is why I fight such doc- 
trins. They cause people to do wrong unconsciously, while 
they think they are doing right. It is wrong to teach a child 
that certain things are true, when we do not nor cannot 
know them to be true ourselvs. Now, as I said before, I 
find the most strict and sincere among the Christians to be 
the most unreasonable. Those who return thanks to the 
open space, and try to liv right up to the Bible, and fall on 
bended knees around the family altar with close-shut eyes, I 
say these faithful people hav (and it is probable that they 
hav unconsciously) been the most cruel and relentless toward 
me and all others who disbelieve their dogmas. And I hav 
often wondered (admitting that their doctrins be true) why 
when they pray they close their eyes, and if they can see 
God any plainer by closing them. 

I also find another class who call themselvs Christians who 
are sociable, kind, and reasonable. They erect no family 
altars, do not return thanks at table, and only go to church 
at wide intervals. I find these to be very good people. But, 
as it seems to me, they hav advanced thus far toward Liber- 
alism. i 

I believe the devout Catholic to be more reasonable on 
more subjects than the devout Protestant of some of their 
Churches. Yet the Catholics imprison the minds of children 
while quite young, and they more seldom emerge from their 
incarceration than Protestant children. Any system that 
teaches as fact that which is beyond the limit of the senses, 
or that which no one does or can know, is in my judgment a 
system that does not deserve the respect of intelligent beings, 
and is liable to do much harm and impede the progress of 
humanity. Ithink a people who for the most of the time 
hav their minds directed above the clouds searching for Gods 
they never find, do not themselvs nor their fellow-man justice 
here. 

About fifteen years ago I learned legerdemain or magic. 
I hav for the most of the time for nearly fifteen years been 
traveling, giving entertainments. My exhibition consists of 
combination music of five instruments, legerdemain, auto- 
matic performance, comic and sentimental songs, and what 
I hav believed and still believe to be instructiv lectures, 
given not in high-polished language, but, I think; to the 
point. After, and sometimes before, working my deceptiv 
illusions, I would very candidly inform my audience that 
such tricks were deceptiv and were not just what they 
appear to be—that the effects produced were due to clever 
mechanism, dextrous manipulation, etc. When I find peo- 
ple who attribute such a performance to the supernatural, 
and believe that those who play such tricks hav pawned 
their souls to the devil to get his power to cast a mist over 
people’s eyes, as they cali it—I say, when I find such people 
as I hav mentioned, people who would not attend such 
places for fear that their presence.there would tear their God 
from his throne, I go to them and expose to them the secret 
of some trick which they hav heard some one speak of when 
they were young; and in so doing I hav severed a section of 
that horrible band of superstition, and hav cast it from the 
brain forever. There are thousands of such people as I hav 
spoken of even to this day. 

My lecture now has become almost & downright Liberal 


and preach as positiv fact that which they hav acknowledged 
to me that they did not know, but only had that strong faith 


to believe. I think I hav a perfect right to accuse such gos- 
pel trip-hammers of downright falsehood. They some of 


them tell me they do not know these things to be facts, but 
they hav faith to believe they are facts, and they feel it a 


duty to preach them. as facts, for, they say, ‘‘if they prove 


in the end to be facts, were it not better that we preached 


them as facts?” Then right in the face of that reasoning 
they tell me all who do not hear the gospel, of Christ 
preached, people who hav not the opportunity to read the 
Christian Bible, will be saved anyway. They know noth- 
ing of Christ, therefore they cannot disbelieve in him." Yet 
they say we Liberals who believe Christ was no more than 
any good and great reformer, simply a good man in his time, 
will suffer endless punishment. I tell you, I hate such a doc- 
trin as that with every fiber of my being. And then do not 
the preachers get themselvs in close quarters if, after they 
preach Christ to the people that know him not, any should 
disbelieve and reject him? Fox then, according to their 


teaching, these poor hapless beings will be subject to eternal 


torment, and will not the preachers who enlighten them be 
the cause of all this? Would it not hav been better, and 
would it not be better now, not to enlighten people on that 
subject if it really will cause anyone to suffer throughout 
an endless eternity? Would that I had the oratorical power 
equal to that of a ton of dynamite, and the voice of thunder, 
80 I could giv some people such a shaking up as to cause 
them to investigate and seek a reason for belief in things, 
instead of accepting by blind faith. C. A. GLENN. 


SAVANNAH, Ga., May 19, 1891. 

Mx. Epitor: Hell has broken loose in Georgia. I inclose 
herewith two clippings from the Savannah Morning News. 
One of them, headed Thrifty Theories of Theology,” criti- 
cises rather sharply the journeymen preachers who object 
to being shut out of what would be paying jobs by ap- 
prentices who are willing to work for nothing for the sake 
of practice. The other is à communication by R. M. Orme, 
and, while not absolutely blasphemous, is so heretical in tone 
that I am surprised that a newspaper in this Christian com 
munity should hav dared to publish it. 2s 

Savannah is one of the worst priest-ridden cities in the 
United States; and, strange to say, it is also one of the 
wickedest. Although exceeded in population by other 
counties in the state, the county in which it is situated annu- 
ally furnishes more convicts to the state penitentiary than any 
other county, although the administration of the law is far 
from strict. This state of affairs exists in spite of the fact that 
there are in the city thirty-nine churches—one for each 1,100 
inhabitants. As might be expected, there are more than 150 
drinking-places. Not only crimes but lesser immorality 
flourish. Icannot pretend to say who or what is respon- 
sible. 

About three months ago a new mayor was elected on a 
* reform ” movement. Among his first official acts was an 


edict ordering the strict enforcement of an ordinance requir- | 


ing, among other things, the closing of tippling-houses on 
Sunday. The rumsellers did not like being shut off from the 
best business day of the week, and insisted on the enforce- 
ment of the entire ordinance. As a consequence the sale of 
cigars, soda and mineral waters, and everything else except 
medicins at the drug-stores, was stopped, news-stands 
were closed, greengrocers and butchers were not allowed to 
go into their places of business to deliver articles previously 
purchased and left on ice until Sunday, newspaper offices 
were closed, and even the newsboys and bootblacks were 
chased off the street. The people stood it for three succes- 
siv Sundays; then they rose in their wrath, and demanded 
a modification of the ordinance so that it would apply to 
tippling-houses only. Their demand was at once complied 
with. A few saloon-keepers were arrested and fined for 
violating the Sunday law; but the spasm of virtue waned, 
and now it is as easy to get liquor on Sunday in Savannah 
as it is to pay for it. 

There are, I suppose, some Infidels in Savannah, but I hav 
met very few. A large portion of the population are Roman 
Catholics, very few of whom become Liberals. As they are 
accustomed to having their thinking and praying done for 
them by the priests, they do not seem to think it necessary 
to investigate for themselvs. P. C. OGLESBY. 


Editor Morning News: Your writer makes some preten- 
sions of having read and studied the Bible. The Dr. Briggs 
trial interests him. He has also read every creed and belief, 
from peseniem, Mosaism, Judaism, polytheism, Catholi- 
cism, Protestantism, down to Mormonism; and what are all 
those ‘‘ isms” but the shadows of men’s minds, in different 
parts of the world, produced, generated, and given mental 
vitality to according to the condition, education, environ- 
ment, and brain capacity of the people? Why did poly- 
theism die, the cbild of thought of enlightened Greece and 
Rome? Simply because the minds and education of the 
people had outgrown the thought of many gods—their loves, 
their jeslousies, and the doings of their gods. That and 


nothing more. 


As a gentleman told me the other day. objecting to my 
broad, liberal, and progressiv ideas: ‘‘ The church of my 
fathers and their faith is good enough for me.“ There we 
differ,” I replied. ‘‘The faith of my fathers has nothing to 
do with my faith. Their faith was built upon their reason 
and education; and my faith is built upon my reason and my 
education. Thought and investigation never stand still.” 
The doctors who physicked our fathers of fifty or one hun- 
dred years ago could not physic me to-day unless they were 
thoroughly up in all branches of medical science. So with 
the doctors of divinity fifty and a hundred years ago. My 
old great-grandfather preached Calvinism, pure and simple, 
over one hundred yearsago ; but I hav no idea of swallowing 
his theological medicin. His faith was not good enough 
for me, and I guess he has learned something by this time. 
Rev. Dr. Briggs has made an issue, and one that cannot be 
dodged, compromised, or ignored. It has got to be met; 
met with facts—historical facts. The people, the times, the 
surroundings, the influence, under which prophets, apostles, 
and bishops wrote and spoke are legitimate subjects for 


‘criticism and investigation. I simply dare to think outside 


of all churches, and other men do the same. In truth, they 
hav put me to thinking, reading, investigating, and research. 
„The History of the Christian Religion to the Year Two 
Hundred,” is a book that will make any man think, and 
think as he never thought before. 

If the Bible be an inspired book—every word, every line, 
every narrativ, every historical assertion made therein—then 
there must be or should be some divinely inspired men to in- 
terpret it. Human laws made by men are judged and ex- 
plained and passed upon by men. If the apostles were in- 
spired—and that is claimed for them—where is the man or 
the men who now walk the earth who can look his fellow- 
man in the face and say: ‘‘ Behold, an inspired man of God 
speaks to you, hear him and believe.” Work a miracle if you 
please, we would say; here is my cane, turn it into a snake 
and I will believe in your inspiration. Peter, James, John, 
and others of their day were something of thaumaturgista, 
and that was their clinching assertion or argument that they 
were inspired. Inspired men generally had wonderful 
powers, and miracles came easy to them. 

But the church? exclaims the believer in the church as a 
divine institution. Well, what is the church but a body of 
reasoning, thinking, investigating men? What is a party 
but a set of men in a party convention to draw up a set of 
resolutions and say, this is the voice of the Democratic or 
Republican party? Why all these councils, synods, conven- 
tions, if what was delivered to the fathers was inspiration? 
Why talk in such assemblies about the spirit of the times, 
the intelligence of the people, the advancement of thought, 
the investigation of science, the revelation of geology, the 
study of ethnology, etc., which never entered the brain of 
the writer of many books in the Bible, and were not dreamed 
of by the fathers? The church once ruled science, and sat 
in judgment upon scientific books. Must the living thought 
and knowledge of to-day stand still and be knocked down b 
the bones of the dead past? If the church has not changed, 
hav not the people in a wonderful degree? The love of 
power is a mania with some men, and, like the miser, 
nothing but the hand of death will ever make them giv it up. 
The church loves authority and power, and hence the fight 
against any man who loves truth better than authority. 

Should it ever be my privilege to see infallible men, men 
who never take cognizance of their reason, Judgment, logic ; 
who never consult facts, history, and are perfectly indiffer- 
ent to all surroundings, just as Jesus was, then I may be- 
lieve in some infallible church. 

But with the Bible before me, knowing something of the 
history of the people who wrote the books, their peculiar 
ideas, their understanding of God, their peculiar belief in 
God and God's dealing with them for near two thousand 
years, and books covering a space of near two thousand 
years, I must not forget there was a good deal of human 
nature and human passion in all that was said and written. 

I hav written this article, Mr. Editor, because this trial of 
Rev. Dr. Briggs means a change or a revolution in thought 
in a greater or less degree, just as the discussion relativ to 
the Westminster Catechism means & more modified form of 
Calvinistic teachings. The people might as well know the 
truth now as later. It is coming, and it had better come 
gently than like a torrent which will do great injury. 
France once leaped with a mighty leap from Catholicism to 
Atheism; but in time took in a taste of Protestantism, and- 
was saved from her folly. R. M. O. 


Western ministers of the gospel are somewhat agitated 
and interested by the recent strike, so to speak, in the Iowa 
presbytery caused by the introduction of theological stu- 
dents into pulpits which the veterans say the various congre- 
gations would hav to employ graduated journeymen ex- 
pounders to fill if it were not for those enthusiastic aspirants 
who volunteer their services gratuitously just for the prac- 
tice they may thus acquire. Possibly the students get all 
their services are really worth. But such a suggestion would 
be very unkind. Moreover, it is not the point. 

Heretofore the impression has commonly prevailed among 
the laity that the good men of the gospel held the dissemi- 
nation of the holy scriptures as the highest aim and sole 
purpose of the sacred calling to which they had consecrated 
their lives simply for the sake of the good they could do 
mankind. : 

Apparently that is an egregious error. These gentlemen 
place the ministry upon the ordinary plane of a mere profes- 
sion for the purpose of making a living. Not only that, but 
the members of the craft clearly hav thrifty notions about 
the essentials of success, and deem it necessary to keep a 
close watch upon cut-rate competition. In fact, they appear 
more than usually impatient of any sort of invasion of their 
province, which has hitherto been considered an open field 
in which all comers were heartily welcome. 

All that is now changed. Theory has been transmuted 
into practice of the most practical sort. Cold calculation 
would not incorrectly describe it. But is that likely to 
advance the cause of religion? That is the grave question 
which now presents itself. Are men trained in so thrifty a 
school of crafty calculation upon pecuniary gain more likely 
to diffuse pure Christianity than the old school of simple 
teaching of the gospel for the benefits it was supposed to 
confer upon their fellows? Really it does not seem rea- 
sonable. 

Those veterans of the text and benediction offer no other 
objection to the young preachers than that they should keep 
quiet and let their hair grow, soto speak. In other words 
they should go to Jericho and wait until their beards grow." 
How a great growth of whiskers would increase their piety 
or augment their taleots is not stated. Meanwhile those 
young men are presumably to allow their religious fervor to 
gradually cool and their enthusiasm slowly ooze out of them 
from inaction while they waste the best years of youthful 
vigor in awaiting their turn at the evangelical till. 
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Children a Garner. 


‘dited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fa. 
Riser, Mass., to whom ali Communications fo 
this Oorner should be sent. 


„ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


I. Dunno and I. Knowit. 


I. Dunno started on a memorable trip, 
Wich a valiant companion, I. Knowit; 
Let us feel our wa slowly,” says slow J. Dunno; 
I. Kaowit says, Let us just go it!” 
And one would go tast and one would go slow, 
In this trip of /. Knowit and slow I.. unno, 


I. Dunno picked his wav, felt about with his cane, 
And carefully tested the bridges ; 
I. Knowit rushed on. iike a late express train, 
Over mountains and rivers and ridges; 
He looked back and cried, ** Get a move on, old 
slow!“ 
** Ob, I'll go my own jog,” said old slow I. Dunno. 


I. Kaowit got tangled and lost in the swamp, 
And we)l-vigh submerged in the mire; 

I. Davno, he found out, in his leisurety romp, 
That the ground was too sof', and went higher; 

+ T3] poke with my cane wherever I zo, 
And stub along easy,” said slow I, Dunno. 


I. Knowit crawled ont all covered with mud, 
And banged and battered with bruises, . 

Bays he, A fellow with fire in bis blood 
Can duff in wherever he chooses." 


“Tis better to zo kinder mod'rate and slow, 
And vot get banged and battered,” said slow I. 
Dunno. 


I, Dunno traveled slow, but he got far ahead 
Of the rapid onrusner, I. Kuowit. 
I. Dunno still said, Let us carefully tread,” 
J, Koowit stili said. Lot us go it." 
I. Kuowit brovght uv in the swamp of Dontcare; 
I, Dunno reached the beautiful land of Gatihere. 
—98. W. Foss in Yankee Blade. 
— 


Hattie M. Day’s Arkansas Home. 


I must be brief. Miss Day is a contrib 
utor to the Children’s Corner. I was kindly 
invited by the Day family to visit them. I 
was not physically able to travel or visit, but 
had been so confined to my lit le room that 
I most gladly accepted the invitation, and 
am now (May 14 b) with them. I find them, 
when compared with most families, peace- 
able, harmonious, and happy. Just think of 
it. What is the world coming to? A whole. 
family of Atheists, godiess parents and 
children, happy without any aid from the 
Bible, the preachers, and their God. Yes, 
godless humanitarians, who try to make the 
most of this life without regard to any other 
Here I am most kindly treated; here I am 
treated with intellectual as well as physical 
hospitality; here Ican talk freely and fully 
my thoughts and ideals, without watching 
'and measuring my words. 

Their home is in a narrow, irregular val. 
ley, extending north and south. It is bor- 
dered by low hills and ridges covered with 
small trees, shrubs, plants, and grass, and 
presents a varied, picture que scene. Much 
of the land is rough and stony, covered with 
various shrube, blackberry bushes, and wild 
strawberry vines. It is natural fruit land, 
and there is a large orchard twenty-five to 
fifty feet above the valley. The main house 
is built of hewed logs and plastered chinks, 
with a small board wing for a bed-room. 
The kitchen is a small log house a few feet 
away. There are several small, open log 
buildings for animals, hens, tools, and 
“ traps.” A cold, Constant stream of water 
runs from a spring in the sidehiil close to 
the house down a spout and falls down and 
rung through the milk-house, in which milk, 
cream, butter, and anything else, are kept 
cool by being set on stones and pebbles in the 
clear, constantly running water. Some way 
below, the same little brook runs under an 
out-building, and washes away and abzorbs, 
or dissipates, all impurities. Farther down a 
few rcds, this brook that runs along one side 
of the garden is much enlarged by the water 
from another spring, and runs partly through 
the cow-yard. 

The house is gratefully and gracefully em- 
powered by tall, spreading walnut trees, 
whose tops are so high that there is a pleas- 
ant blending of sunlight and shade. Here 
there is but little if any mud, and no impure 
air. Thenatural sanitary conditions are most 
excellent and desirable. These natural con- 
ditions and surroundings, with everything in 
the house and kitchen kept in the utmost 
neatness, make everything most palatable, 
delightful, and inspiring to all the lower and 
higher senses. Here, although more or less 
in physical pain, I am trying to enjoy myself 


as my checkered life is nearing its close. A! 


| bav four brothers and five sisters. 


Young men who are in those terrible snares 
nf tobacco and liquor. pull out of them. 
Come and go with us Freethinking temper. 
ance workers. If some old fo.y tell you 
hat a chew of tobacco is good for the tooth. 
ache, you hav no need to commence using 
ít; there are other remedies for the tooth. 
ache, and tbey won't cost any more in the 
long run. Do not fake a drink of liquor of 
any kind because some old soft-head tells 
you it will be good for.you; he is a little soft 
or he would not say such a thing. 

Yours truly; E W. PRIDE, 
President of the Freethinkers' Temperance 
Society. 


godless humanitarian, I here, to a great 
extent, meet with congenial responses to my 
truth- and nature.Joving: ** spirit” or organic 
impressibility. The Dıy family read and 
think mucb, and radiate their mental light 
and goodness far out upon dark error and 
superstition. They areisolated from, but seek 
and need congenial society. J shall soon re- 
turn one hundred miles to my Kansas ab^de. 
eo different in many respects. Bless the Day 
family and all who read this brief recital. 
Prev J H. Coor. 
— 94 ——— 
A Ready Answer. 

When Lord Ellenborough was chief justice, 
a laboring bricklayer was one day called as a 
witness in an action. When he came up to 
be sworn, his lordship said to him: 

Really, witness, when you hav to appear 
before this court, it is your bounden duty 
to be more clean and decent in your appear- 
ance." . 

* Upon my life,” replied the witness, ‘‘ if 
your lordship comes to that, Pm thinking 
Tm every bit as well dressed as your lord. 
ship.” ' 

“ How do you mean ?” said the judge an- 
griy. 

“ Why,” said the laborer, ‘‘vow come here 
in your working clothes, and I'm come in 


mine.” 
6Ü—ͤ — . — — 


Correspondence. 


JopriN, Mo., May 20. 1891. 
. Deax Miss WIXoN: I thought I would 
write a few lines to the Children’s Corner 
My papa has taken Tug TRUTH SEEKER for 
five years. I hav heard Mr. Jamieson lect 
ure at the court house, and at a school-house 
in Hox Diggens. The court house is in Jop- 
Hn. I go to school, and I study reading, 
writing, geography, arithmetic, and grammar 
I hav two sisters and one brother. My 
brother is named after Mr. Ingersoll. My old- 
egt sister goes to Sunday-school and to church 
I guess abe goes to learn how to sing Her 
name ia Mary. My little sieter’s name is Mina. 
Sne is four years old. She says she believes 
what papa believes. My oldest sister tries to 
make ber believe there is a G^d. and she will 
say, ‘Iam a little Infidel.” I am nine years 
nid. I bav seen no children that write to the 
Corner from this place. I thought I might 
be the first one to write, and hope this leiter 
will not go to the waste basket. 
Your little Freethinker friend, 
Lena F. Woop. 


Ozonoza, Ia., May 29, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon : I will write a tetter for 
the Corner for the second time. Our school 
was out to-day. We did not hav any piece to 
speak. I like taread the Children’s Corner 
ĮI received a Fre- chin er's Magazine last week. 
I hope this letter will not reicn the waste. 
basket. My sister sent for those flower seeds 
that were advertised in THA TRUTA SEERER 
We planted them, and they are all growing 
nicely. The paper ia very nice; the name of 
itis the Ladies’ World. I liv in the country. 
I liv eight miles southwest of O.ceola. I 
Two of 
my sisters are teachers, and two brothers are 
teachers. I hav one brother married, and 
one sister. I hav two nephews, and one 
litrle niece. I liv in a large :q iare house. 
We bav the largest pond d ever saw; we hav 
fish in it. The front of our house faces tne 
north. We hav a large orchard, and it 
stands north of the house, and also a very 
large barn that is east of the orchard ; the 
pond is east of the barn in a grove of maple 
trees. It is very amusing to feed tbe fi-h. 
We can feed onr fi-h out of our hand. We 
bav a large fl»ck of geese, turkeys, and 
chickens. I liv one mile and a quarter from 
the echool-house. We are going to hav rew 
books next term; but I don’t think it is the 
best policy for the teachers. Well, T guess I 
will cume to a close. MrgTIE Jones. 


RoonzsTER, MINN., June 1, 1891. 

Dzar Miss WIXON: As this is my first 
letter for the Corner, I will try to make it as 
phort as possible, because your space is valu- 
able. 

I am the only Liberal girl in this city that 
I know of. I am fourteen years old and hav 
neither sister nor brother, Can’t you pity. 
me? 

There are 5,000 inhabitants here and eleven 
churches. but no Liberal hall, 

Toe Catholic church hasa convent right 
beside it, and there are a great many children 
going to school—to be made nuns of, I sup- 
pose It seems to me the greater part of the 
inhabitants here are Catholics. There is also 
a Catholic hospital on the outskirts of the 
city in charge of the sisters and priests 
They call it a charitable institution, but 
everyone has to pay Or stay away. 

The second insane asylum is located about 
one mile east of the main part of the city, 
and there are about 1,100 patients. 
| Rochester is very slow in getting improve 

ments, but we now hav the streets lighred by 
electricity, and our house is furnished with 
gas, and the gas is also lighted by electricity. 
which papa fi- ted up himself, with batteries, 
etc. He has also put electric bells into sev- 
eral houses around here. 

Mamma and I expect to go down to camp 
meeting at Clinton, Ia., this August, and I 
hope I will meet some Liberal boys and girls 
there. Am glad to see sO many children 
peeping into Liberalism a little, and I would 
be glad to correspond with some of the 
Cornerites about my age. Hope you will 
start up a children’s paper; I will help it all 
I can. f 

Wishing you success in your noble efforts 
for the benefit of us all, I remain, 

Your Liberal friend, Herena M Fox. 

[Welcome, Helena. Now that you hav 
come into the Corner, you hav a crowd of 
brothers and sisters. Oar young people's 
paper is still in embryo, and we may hav to 
wait till our young folks grow up before we 
see the paper a living thing. Thanks for 


kind wishes.—Ep. C. CJ 


Science Column. 


The March Peep r. à 


Very early in the spring may be heard by 
those living in the couniry the ‘‘ peep, peep, 
peep" of & little frog that is known as the 
little peeper.” 

Then we know that the pussy willows” 
&re putting forth their soft mossy buda, that 
new life is starting in the forests, that the sap 
js moving in the trees, and the fresh young 
grass is stretching its tiny blades in the sod 
Few people hav ever met the queer creatures 
ihat announce in piping tones the advent of 
spring time, and yet they are very thick in 
the marshy meadows &nd along the muddy 
brooks. They sre quick and activ in their 
movements, full of vig r, and handsome in 
their changing coats of white, green, black, 
and red. When night comes they giv an 
evening concert, and the listener seems to 
hear a thousand little peeps from as many del 
icate throats, all appearing to be doing their 
best to make themselvs heard. But if you 
should approach Very near, presto! silence 
reigns. The music suddenly ceases, and a 
deep hush falis on the meadows and shallow 
pools, for they hav a fine sense of hearing 
Just as soon, however, as they think (‘or 
they must hav some sort of thinking powers) 
you are out of the way, they will again strike 
up their notea. They lay their eggs in the 
spring, attaching them to long grass, where 
the rays of the sun can reach them, an. 
about August the little baby peepers begin to 
stir into activity and look about for fi es and 
insects, which compos» their food. Nothing 
is truer than that the big fishes eat the little 
fishes,” and the larger fresh-water creatures 
come down upon the peepers" and devour 
them. If the turtles, snakes, and fish did not 
do this, the muddy places would swarm alive 
with big and little frogs. ; 

In science the name of these puny creat- 
ures is Hylodes. B. H. W. 


Cis xk, ILL., Mav 20. 1891. 

To raz Youx@ Boys AND THEIR PARENTS: 
Little boys who read the Children’s Corner 
in TAE Teura BEEKER, if you want to join 
our temperance society as soon as you get 
nld enough, now is your time to commence 
Never begin bad habis. Do not amper 
with tobacco or l' quor because you think it 
is smart, or because you think it would make 
you look large It is just the opposit, for 
our best physicians cry it down, and they 
surely know. Then, do not use it for your 
own sake, for your country’s sake do not. 
Parents, keep your boys out of bad company ; 
you may ask how you shall do this, and I am 
sure you will all agree with me that the best 
way is to keep them at home, or go with 
them. Do not giv your boys the whole rope 
too soon. You should hold on to one end as 
long as you can; the time will come soon 
enough when you will havto let go. Always 
let them know that they are under your con- 
trol until they are of age. D> not do this 
with main force, but do it with kindness. 
Gain their love and you will hav no trouble, 
for if a boy loves his parents he will not do 
anything that would bring disgrace upon 
them. Do not keep them under your eye neut abproach of spring? Describe the Maron 
end 11 5 it will epoil their happiness, for if  peepar.” Did you ut EE One. Whon ao the 
aught from youth to stay with you they prepers giv d ; $ 2 
won't know dd what they Day to, and they ing? When do they lay their egg«? How aie the 


kept in a particular place? At what time 
will be just as happy. l aro they hatched? Wat is the nature of their 


QuzsTions —By what signs do we realiza ths 


food? Do they themselvs furnish food? And to 
what class of creatur s? If some of them were 
Dot d-+troyed what would be the consequence? 
Wuat is the scientific name of the March pe: per ? 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within th 
next three mor ths, : 


Friends wil! please gend stamp for circulars and 
; WBY. 


ELMINA DRAK V SL" NKER, 
tncwville, Ya; 


WATFR OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curirg the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, 
334 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


Evolution Series. 


-—0— 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 
No. 1.—Alfred Russel Wallace. by Edward D. 
Qope, Ph D.; with portrait. 2 
0. 2.—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake 
man ; with portrait. 


Price 10 Cents each, 
For gale at "h^ Truth Seeker Office. 


SCIENVE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I. Fy LUTION, ANTIQUITY. BACTERIA, Fro. By 
William Durham. F.R S. E. 
II ‘Asreonomy, Sun, Moon, Stazs, Ero. By Will- 
iam Durham F R. S. E 
These handy series of volumes on science - of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written 1n à way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader, Thay supply a popular need. 
The pr:ce of esch is t0 cents in cloth. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
1'xlbinches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
for 25 contes Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 


French Ievas on of Ireland in'98, 


Leaves cf Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Herois Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
ni y to Throw Off tngla. da Yoke. ` 


By VALERIAN 6RIBAYEDOFF. 


With a mapa d numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and go d side stamis. Price, $1.50. 


The present volume is an effort to reecue from 
comparativ ob:ivion one of the mauy excraordi- 
uary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war; It points a mora! that amidst repub- 
ican institutions like oars, will not fail r orive 
appreciation. Ic shows, on one hard, the elevat- 
ing influ nce of newly acquired ambition, . . . 
and on the other the dabamng effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant an 
the victim. Ooptains a heretofore unpublishe 
latter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


How Can We be Saved? 


Was Jesus Supernaturally Conceived 
and Did He Rise from 
the Dead ? 


$100 Reward. 


For Sale at Thig Office. 
LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
às to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MBS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation, 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - 75 Cents. 


xis book was suppressed by the first Amer. 
ican publisher. gm 


Paper, 10 cents. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 
& tale of Pales ine, ounded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. O. MIDDLETON. 
Price, " " . E 


Patents ! 
Patents ! 
Patents ! 


The entire cost of securing patents on small articles 
and simple machines is $50. Of this amount the Govern- 
ment receives $35. : 

., Poor inventors, having valuable inventions, will be 
aided in obtaining patents on the same, and trusted for 
the amount. d 

Correspondence invited. 

Address: 


EDWIN N. BEECHER, 
SOLICITOR OF PATENTS, 
[Inventor and "Infidel"] 
Marion (Hartford Co.) Conn. 


10 cents. 


"n 
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NOW READY.--PRICE. $2 AND $2.50. 


The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text Book 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION: 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAINZTHE 
` ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST, N 


Designs bv Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


CONTENTS: 


The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross. 
medans. Its Evolution. 


Their Scientific Records Compared. Unkind Reflections 
Two Samples of Christianity’s Church. 


Work. . Decline of the Papacy in Italy. 
Romans of the Past and Present. The Old Tiger and His Whelps. 


The Church and Thomas Paine. 


Thomas Paine. 

The Preacher and the Patriot 

One Work hy Paine Outweighs All the Preach- 
ers, 

Why Paine Was Denounced. 

Paiue's Services and His Reward from the 


Uncle Sam and the Priests, 
The Pesta that Bother Uncle Sam. 
Uncle Sam Sleeps. but the Priests do Not. 
Romnnigm with Her Mask On. 
The Mas* Off. ) 
*' Ruhmit to the Roman Pontiff as to God.” 
The Skeleton that Uncle Sam may Some Day 


Upon the 


find in his Closet. 

A New Laocoon. 

The Trai) of the Serpent. 

ome Undesirable Immigrants. 

Lav Loyalty 

* Where Liherty Reigns the Tyrant Seeks to 
Blay Her.”—La Salle. 

The Ontcome of Church and State Union. 

The God-in-the-Constitution Guerillas. —Lib- 
erty in Peril. z 

Religions Treason the Ruin of the Republic. 

A Transformation of the Bartholdi Statue 
which may be Expected under Religious 


Rule. 
What Unele Sam Should Do. 


The Cherch Robbing the People. 


New York Nity’s Annual Gift to the Churches. 
The Taxpayers and the Churches—I. 
[13 [13 Lr] ti Lid I 


Thanksgiving. : 
Thànksslvini -L. 


Sabbath Laws. 
Sabbatarian Efforts in the National Senate, 
Sunday in a Sabhatarian City. 
The Olergy's Opportunity. 
As the Olergy Desire Sunday—I. 
ow 4€ i 4 “u II. 


III. 
The Chiidren and the Church, 


Two Wavs to Go. 
Which Shall We Have? 
A Teacher We Do Not Want. 
The Shadow in Our Schools. 
A New Application of an Old Text. 
The Reptiles in the Path. 
Recruiting for Church Institutions, 
A Parochia! Scho! Lesson. 

. Producte of the Parochial Schools. 
The Disguise Slips Off. 
A Weh for the Unwary. 
The Religious Trap. 
Sundav-School Ssholars. 
The Joys of the Sundav-Rchool Boy, 


Woman and the Church. 


Woman's Path from Servitude to Freedom. 
Encouragement to Go Astray. : 
8t. Pau! as a Member of the School Board 
The Church’s Use for Woman. 


ighing. 
Woman the Supporter of Preacher and Pope, 


urch. . . . 
Once Upon a Time a Donkey Kicked a Lion. 


Studies in Natural History. 
A Queation for Theological Ethnolosists. 
Some Problems in Evolntion. ` 
The Prototype of th« Methodist Revival. 
Religion in Man and Inatinct in the Brute. 


.The Bibie and Science, 


The Bible and Geolozv. 
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The Birth and Growth of Myth. 
Yhe Childhood of the World. 
8 books 1n 1 vol. DL I 
SELECT WORKS OF TH. RIBOT, 
Translated from the French by J. Fitzgeraid, M.A. 


The Diseases of Memory. 

The Diseases of the Will. 

The Diseases of Personality. 
3 books in 1 vol. . T" 


- 1.00 


1.00 


THE MILEY WAY. 37585 iaminated border; and, in durae o ‘eat 

11 ype, suitable for framing, and: 
The Monier oi he Heavens, 82 ilus. be fo . de 4 [^ any address, for 28 oum or 
N R. either one for 15 cts. 2 x 
e Prose Poems and Selections. This 


Kailey Miller, M.A. 5 
The Sun; its Constitution, its Phenomena, 
its Condition. By Nathan T. Carr, LL. D- 
8 books in 1 vol. E . A . 1.00 
POLITICAL SCIENCE. 
Physics and Politics, An application 
of the principles of Natural Science to 
Political Society. By Walter Bagehot. 
author of “The Eng. Constitution,“ an 


History of the Science of Politics, By 
Frederick Pollock. 2 books in 1 vol. 
THE LAND QUEATION. 
The History of landholding in Eng- 


new bookisa gem. Itis a model in eyery re- 
spect.. In fact, one of the richest brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
. ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous ‘tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versationsof the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
& rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, wi h autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for 1t. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges gilt back 


land. By Joseph Fisher,F.H.H.8.;and and side, $2.50 DE half calf, motti ed edges, ele- 
i i 1 i gan rary yle, 4.50; in iu ur. =. 
Historical Sketch of the Distribution Eoo Rit. equigftiy dhe, 1.0 dp kull tree 


of Land in England. By William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 2 books in 1 vol. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Mystery of Matter, and The Philos- 
ophy of Ignorance; and B 
y 


calf, highest possible style and finigh, $9. 
Life. A Prose Poem.- Printed in 


eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


boudoir, $1, ] 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISLTANITY 
By Lupwre FEUERBAOH. «§ =+} 


Translated from the German by George Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


The Essential Nature of Religion. 
J. Allanson Picton. 2 books in 1 vol. 
Science and Crime; and 
Science and Poetry, with other Essays. 
By Andrew Wilson, F. R. S. E. 
2 booka in 1 vol. 5 eoe i 


[Continued in next column.) 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


ISSUED MONTHLY. 
Subscription price, $3 per annum, 


0. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 
` ore’? Almanac. q 25 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 10 
ener . e e 
8. Age of Reason. Thomas Paine 2⁵ 


4. Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. 


Bennett................. DIE: 
5. Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck. 20 
6, Viotor Hugo'8 Oration on Voltaire. . 10 
7. Ingersoll’s Address on Shakspere......... 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 
Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
-issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 

rls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
legs, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girls life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits, It is iust suck a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 


and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 


of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


CANGE 
Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com - 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Fouuded on 
Reason, and Is Et Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 

. Evening Mailand Charles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 

Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 

Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages; 25 cents. 

Reply to Father Lamberts 

“Tactics of Infidels.’ 20 cents. 

Post free. 

Christiantty: Ets Origin, Nature, 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
` 10 conta. 5 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which Jsthe More Reasonable? 

24 pages. Price, 10 cents. ] 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. " 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. - 

The Glory of Unbelief. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge. 24pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 82 pages in cover 
Price, 10 cents. j 

"Theological Presumption : An Open 
Letter to the Rov. Dr. R, F, Burns, of Halifax, 
N. Z. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 

2. The “Position of Agnosticism 

Toward Ohristianity, 3. Freethought and 

Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 

Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 

6. Christianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
. 28 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 


and Tumors CURED : no knife; 
book free. Drs. GRATIGNY & DIX, 
No. 163 Elm $t, Cincinnati, O. 


A 


nity. Geo. A. Scott, 842 Broa . 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass, says 


Kennedy’s Medical Discov- 
ery cures Horrid Old Sores, 
Deep Seated Ulcers of 40 
years standing, Inward Tu- 
mors, and every disease or 
the skin, except Thunder 
Humor, and Cancer that has 
taken root. Price, $1.50. 
Sold by every Druggist in 
the United States and Can- 
ada. 


by an old reliable firm ; large profits, 
Ą CENTS WANTED alc sales SAMPLE FREE. A res 


| RELIGION OF MAN 
ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 


A Historical and Oritioal Review of the Religion 


of Man. 


Contexts : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- į 


| 
i 


lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man’s Fall, and the Christian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man’s Position, 
Fate, Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Be- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis- 
dom. Charterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 


| 
8vo, 1,119pP. 


THE 


CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 


Crimes and Persecutions. 


Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Wis of Caleb $, Weeks, 


Songs of the Morning. 212 pp.; cloth, 
75 cen 


tg. 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of | Selections from the Poets: With Re- 


Bociety. Hights of Government. Duties of Bo- 
ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Cloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Beilamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff's Process," etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man's reason, 
&nd to noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—I Boston Post. . 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—I Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth; $1.00; paper, 500. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


. AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent. 


bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
shurches and Young Men's 
Christian Associa- 
on. 


By Rion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address Tax TRUTH SEEKER. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity P 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 

Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12 mo, 300pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 888pp., $1.25. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller ; large 


type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 


trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature, 


— 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 


— 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 


Whitman. 


— 


Price, 36 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
lished at this office. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the Bubtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—[The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SCIENCE "VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Put- 


sponses; Including Pope'a Essay on Mau, 
with Responding Essay. 359 pp.; cloth, $1.25. 
The Phiiosopby of Evii. 11 pp.; 
5 cents. 
Human Life; or, The Course of Time” 
&s seen in the Open Light. An Epic Poem. 
Seven books in one vol., 359 pp.; cloth, $1.25. 


Press NoTIOES or '* HUMAN LIFE.” 

The New 2 ought (Chicago) says: It is the best 
thing of the kind we ever saw. . . . To state the 
whole thing ir the language of another, the first 
book shows what a heaven 18 coming on this earth 
after it shall have passed through the necessary 
discipline, and the other books show what & hell 
of a time we have to get there.” : 

The Chesaning Argus (Chesaning, Mich.) says: 
It is one grand sublime poem . . & perfect 
history in blank verse of the social and religious 
struggles of our earth. and would be good reading 
for those who have been interested in Looking 
Backward.’” Describing Book 6, it says: This 
chapter will be found especially interesting to 

adies.” : 


The Phrenological Journal (New York) regards it 


as equal to the great epics of a hundred years 
ago or more, 
Mr. Edward Bellamy, 


of, boundless faith in human development.” 
ev. R. 
Significant indications of the signs of the times. 


engrossed until the final word.” 
id 
s Tt contains much to benefit humanity.” 
Address, S. O. W. BYINGTON and 00. 
. 834 Fourth Ave., N. Y. 


New dition, Revised and Enlarged. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New Tork. 


sale at this office. Price, 50 cents. 


AN EMBLEM OF 


colors. 


Sent by registered mail and cash refunded & 


tion. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
JEWELER, ROCHELLE, ILL, 


badge, 
“OTTO WETTSTEIN " Watch, tracta, etc. 


EA 


n 


. 


e 
ee ln 


Send 10 cents for 
£, this valuable book for 

y young and middle- 
aged men, suffering 
from a Lafe-wasting 
Disease, ag the result 
of youthful follies, 
indisoretion, and ex- 
cesses in  maturer 
years. It sets forth 
an External Applica- 
tion—A POSITIVE OURE, as it matters not how 
Jong standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies peu hav used. The book is worth many 
timer its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure, Ad- 
dre-4 Dr. Bobt. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., and 
ga) where you saw this advertisment. 

A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and & generous patron of the Freethought 
press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
hi8 progressive and successful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Freethoughni. 


author of “Looking 
Backward,” says: “I have read it with much in- 
terest. I am in entire sympathy with its spirit 
Heber Newton says it is one of the 

The Nationalist, of Boston, considers its style as 
equal to Milton’s, and says it engages the read- 
er’s attention with the first line and keeps it 


Pomeroy’s Advance Thought (N. Y.) says : 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 


Freedom, Progress, na Reform. I 


In con- 
the night 
ness of 
tion; and 
lizes the 


8 U persti- 
the day 
thought, 
aud Res. 
Sign pat- 


two sizes, hke cut 
and small RER 1 er model, 
of solid AR H gold,rich- 
lyenam TM HOUGHI- eled in 5 


Most beautiful badge ever designed. 
Price, 10kt, $3; 14kt, $4, $5: with Diamond in Sun 
$8, $10, $15. Small model 10kt, $2; 14kt, $2 75, $3.50. 
Oharms, both sizes, $3, $4, $5, $6, $10, $15, 20 $35; 

op- 


Zend for beautiful card in Colors and Gold. of 
and dercriptiv circulars of my famous 


Ziberal Meetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberal 


who may be visiting the places where these socie- 


ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for. 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club. N. . 


Meets every, Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 Hast 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions, The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock at 
Liberal Leaga Hall, 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
st., Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
: Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7:30. Lectures, debates, and discus: 
sions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 
ident Henny Bigp; Secretary, Cora . BELLE 
LAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophieal Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooma, Beaford avenne and 
D., a 


Sunday. 
form free. Charles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:80 P. x. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Zrath 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand at oheap rates. 


The Secular Soclety of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hal. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. B. G. Burn, Cor. Bee. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Bunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
&re welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Bunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block. B.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANELIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

all, 421 Post street, at 8o’olock, A cordial invi- 


tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 r.m. in Maodon- 
aids Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. Franz MoRsE, Cor. Bec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr’s 

‘Hall. Everybodv invited. 8. R. M. BERRA, 

Pres.: J. H. MO WILLIAMS, Rec. Bec. 


The Walla Walla Lib ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 P.M. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large Val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDER: Bec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder achcol-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
t Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. BIOE, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vioe-Pres; CHARLES SHEA, Bec. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


Meets every Funday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 0'clook, a.m. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. CoL. A. HARRIS, Pres. 
IsAACB. LEE, Bec. 


San Antonio (Texas) Libcral Asso- 
clation 


meets every Friday ever ing at Liberal Fall, 227 
East Houston street. Free reading room and cir- 
culating library open every aay and evening. 
Strangers cordially invited. A, ÜHAPMAN, Sec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With. Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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Bews of the Werk. {GOS AND RELIGIONS WoRL 


Corrigan last 


AROHBIBHOP à 
i pope’s encyclical, pointing | 


preached on the 


out its condemnation of single. taxism, and of | 
Socialism ae unbene ficial and « ffering violence ! 
to the legitimate owners and disturbing social : 


McGlynnites. who had hoped encour- : 


rder. 
igemeñk in the encyclica!, are disappointed. 


PRRMIER JoHN Mao- 
Do AID Of Canada died 
on the 6 h. 


Fresmasons and Jes- 
uits are contending in 
Madagascar. 


THERE is hostility be- 
tween the Irish and the 
French in Manitoba. 


A nBELIGI^nB fight is 
feared at the election of 
the next Canadian pre- 
mier. 


Tw Corfu a Greek Cath- 
olic mob lately attacked 
Jewish houses and killed 
nine inmates. 


THE Itata accom- 
plished her trip and then 
surrendered to United 
States authorities. 


Tue public schools of 
Catholicridden New 
York are denounced as 
among the worst in the 
world. 


Tur New York state 
commission in lunacy 
will ascertain whether 
sane persons are confined 

i n asylums. 


TER pore has procured 
the recall of the Prusrian 
embaseador to the Vati- 
can because he joined 
the Freemasons. 


Leo XIII. has commis- 
sioned the Order of St. 
Benedict to work for re- 
union of the Greek to 
the Roman church. 


In England the movement to grant state 
support to religious echools is being pushed. 


DisrRrors of Italy are being depopulated 
of able men by emigration, only the aged, 
the sickly, or females being left. 


Many observatories throughout the world 
are cc éperating in makiog a huge photo- 
graphic chart of the known universe. 


Tur Baptist church at Madalin, N. Y., has 
been the ecene of severa! pugilistic affrays 
bet waen Rev. J. Boyce and an opposing fac- 
tion. 

New ZEALAND Catholics are trying to get 
for their parochial schools incorporation in 
the public school system and a share of the 
funde. : 

Unpee the Catholic reaction in Costa Rica 
the prieste rule te mcb snd the mob runs 
the government. The better class hav been 
ousted from ¢ ffice. $ 


Tre Reformed Presbyterian church has 
expelled seven young ministers for violating 
its rule forbidding voting under this non. 
Christian government. 


Rev. DR Qoierzy, a Toledo. O , parochial 
school.teacber, has bren fined $25 for refus- 
ing reports to the public school board of his 
county, and will appeal. 


Tr is said that if we check immigration one 
effect will be to mske foreign powers settle 
their own sccial difflculties, instead of obtain- 
ing relief by the departure of their poor for 
our land. 

Rev CHARLES GrEASON, Congregationalist, 
of Scmers, Conn., married a Faith Curer, 
and now asks divorce because she uses unbe- 
comirg language, hides his books and clothes, 
and attacks him wi h a buicher-knife, boiling 
water, or a firebrand. 


Jews in Russia are being dragged out of 
their beds at night, driven with whips from 
their dwellinge, loadéd with chains, and shut 
in poisonous dungeons or thrust into the 
wilds. Women. girls, and children of both 
gexes are outraged indescribably. 


Tus 1888 census givs France only 44 772 
excess of births over deaths, against 425,759 
in Germany. Among the rem: dies suggested 

. by the alarmed French are : to giv state rear- 
ing to every se enth child, to exempt young 
husbands from military service, to favor hus- 
bands in promotion. : 

Joen Patterson entered a New York city 
police station recently and said: A devil 
has possession of me, and tre only way Ican 


get rid cf him is to kill myseif. I tried to 


starve myself to death, but although I hav 
eaten only two meals during the past week, i 
am still alive. Ithrew myself off a ledge of 
rocks along the Hudson river. but that did not 
kill me.” He added that the devil had made 
him commit two burglaries. He was shut up. 


vo 


Sunday. cluding Jehovah, Satan, 
Jesus Ohrist, Vir; 
870, 835pp. 


the Religious Systems of the Worid. 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 


tocco, 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEFKEB OO. 


dp 


gilt edges. 


$8. 


oF 
“ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


: Vol. I. Give a Full Account of all the Gods, in 
R the Holy Ghost, 
11 Mary, and the Bible. 

. II. Describes Fully all 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies-of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
hoole of Thought, Eminent Scien- 


New Sc 


D'8 ‘SAGES, THINKERS, | 


tists, etc. (who were not Ohristians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 


ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g. e., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


ens of Ühonught. 
IssrRroTION and history are the great ene- 

mies of religion. Vapo on Bonaparte. 
A o2RTAIN harmony exists between the theo- 
logical and the aristocratic spirit.—Lecky in 
History of Rationalism. g : 


Our conscience teaches us it is right, our 


28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. reason teaches us it is useful, that men should 


liv according to the 
Golden Rule. This con- 
duet of life is therefore 
enjoined upon every man 
by hisown instincts, and 
also by the voice of pop- 
ular opiition.— Winwood 
Reade. 

Marrer is eternal; it 
changes only its forms.— 
-Rossmassler. 


Fx who does not like 
living in the furnished 
lodeings of tradition 
must build his own 
house, his own system 
of thought and faith, for 
himself.— Zschokke. 


Tue Jews had God 
himself for their master ; 
yet observe the events of 
their history. They hav 
almost al ways been tram- 
pled upon and enslaved ; 
and, nationally, what a 
wretched figure do they 
make at present !— Vol- 
taire. ` din 


Mers hav become ec- 
customed to think that 
Christianity means good- 
ness, whereas all that we 
prize as good existed and 
was recognized in the 
world long before Jesus 


A DISPUTE ABOUT PROVISIONS. 


And the king said unto her, What aileth thee? And she answered, This woman said unto me, Giv thy son, that 
we may eat him to day, and we will eat my son to-morrow. So we boiled my son. and did eat him: and I said unto 
her on the next day, Giv thy son, that we may eat him; and she had her son.—2 Kings vi, 28, 29. 
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was born. Robert C. 
Adams. : 
Tar Bible story. of 


creation and the Persian 
and Hindoo and Greek 
legends, are but the best 
' guesses of an ignorant 
people, eager to explain 
the universe.—Arthur B. Moss. . i 


Evkkx man should endeavor to belong to 
himself. Ingersoll. . 

Tux suppression of science has retarded 
the progress of mankind by a full thousand 
years.— Oswald. 


ALL we know or can know of matter is the 
mode in which it affects our states of con- 
sciousness.—John Wilson. 


Taxe away reason, and all religions are 
alike true. As the sight being removed all 
things are of one color.— Henry More. 


Printing is the theme of many declama- 
tious and commonplaces, but to its merits and 
eff-ct no commonplaces or declamations will 
ever be able to do justice.— Guizot. 


I BRTIxVE the main purport of these States is 
to found a superb friendship, eæalté, pre- 
viously unknown, ] 

Because I perceive it waits, and has been 
always waiting, latent in all men.— Walt 
Whitman. 


Baxter wrote a quaint pamphlet to incul” 
cate the beauty and the virtue of owning 
that we do not know," when it concerns 
things of which we.cannot possibly be sure. 
Certainly if people would agree to say that 
they do not know," it would save much 
talk and many sermons.— The Atheneum. 


Att inquiry is commonly denounced as 
skepticism, and skepticism is identified with 
unbelief. But it is simply impossible that 
our faith can be anything but credulity if it is 
not preceded by irquiry. If there are reasons 
far faith, our faith must be re sonable. But 
so long as it has an) hi g to d» wiih reason, 
ia this sphere it mutt ve accomparled with 
that uncertainty which is inseparable from 
inquiry. This result isinevitabie, not merely 
as to religion, but to all things that depend 
on reasoning.— John Hunt. : 


Tux prevalent characteristic of populag 
theology in England at this time may be sai 
to be a tendency to elim nate from Christian- 
1 y, with thoughtless dexterity, every miracu- 
lous element which does not quite accord 
with current opinion, and yet to ignore the 
fact that, in 80 doing, ecclesiastic Christianity 

(228 practically been abandoned altogether. 
This tendency is fostered with profoundly 
illogical zeal by many distinguished men 
within the church itself, who endeavor to 
arrest for a moment the pursuing wolves of 
[doubt and unbelief which press upon the 
church, by practically throwing them, scrap 
by scrap, all those doctrins which alone con- 
atitute the claims of Chr st: an y to be regarded 
as a divine revelation a: all. The moral 
Christianity which they hope to preserve, 
no^le though it be, has not one feature left to 
dieinguish it as a miraculously. communicated 
„eligit —Supernaiural Religion, 
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Holes and (lippings. 


IN a sermon two weeks ago a Newton, Ia., 
minister stated that but five per cent of the 
men under thirty years of age in the United 
States are church-members, and of these one- 
half only are activ workers. 


Tue ashes of Mme. Blavatsky are to be 
placed in a magnificent urn of gold and 
guarded: by the British section of the Theo- 
sophical Society. An effort will be made by 
the Washington Theosophists to hav the urn 
stored in the national capital. So says the 
World, 


** PAPA," asked a little boy the other day, 
apparently fresh from a theological contro- 
versy with some young playmates, ‘‘ papa, 
‘was Christ a Jew?” Tes.“ Was he 
really and truly a Jew?” Tes,“ was the 
answer. There was a long pause, snd then 
came the comment, Well, I always 
thought God was a Presbyterian.” 


Ir must be gratifying to any patriotic citi- 
Zen, says the Sun, that so many as six 
ministers hav preferred to be expelled from 
the Reformed Presbyterian church rather 
than promis to refrain from voting at polit. 
ical elections, and that their action is com- 
mended by a large number of the younger 
members of that church. A church inter- 
feres in politics when it prohibits any activ 
participation in civil government as much as 
when it attempts to control that participation, 
and is equally in opposition to the best inter- 
ests of the people. It is singular that a sect 


of Presbyterians should be among the last to 
continue to insist upon such an anti-social 
obligation, for in the past Presbyterians hav 
been activ in overturning as well as in main- 
taining the government of nations. 


Tue Rev. Dr. Burrell, preaching in the 
Collegiate church in this city, protests vigor- 
ously against what he terms “the higher 
biblical criticism," which he claims is mini- 
mizing divinely revealed scriptural truth. 
It, he says, the Bible contains errors, 
pray who will tell us where the truth ends 
and where the error begins? If the higher 
critics are right, the time has come for us to 
fly back to Rome.” Let Mr. Burrell go back 
to Rome, if he will; the enlightened preach- 
erg will fly ahead to still greater heresy. 


% FATHER" HAUPTMAR, a Brooklyn priest, 
died last week. The most interesting thing 
now recalled about him is that a little over a 
year ago his housekeeper died and he ordered 
a splendid marble image of her to be erected 
and on the same plot of ground in St. John’s 
Cemetery, L. I., he placed a statue of him- 
self facing her. When Bishop Loughlin 
heard of this he was much incensed, and 
ordered the priest to take down his own mon- 
ument. The obituaries now call him eccen- 
tric because of this monument building. 


Tur Missionary Review dolefully relates 
that all the six hundred nativ newspapers 
in India, except half a dozen, may be set 
down as inimical to Christianity. Organiza- 
tions, modeled after the Christian Tract So- 
cieties, hav been established, and are in 
activ operation. The Freethought Depot 


in Madras issues a list of one hundred and 
twenty-four separate works, including thirty- 
four publications of Mr. Bradlaugb, nineteen 
of Mrs. Besant, sixteen of Colonel Ingersoll, 
and others of Paine, Voltaire, and other well- 
Known Infidels.” 


TE report of the head of the Royal Hos- 
pital for Consumptivs at Ventnor, Isle of 
Wight, says of Koch’s remedy: ‘‘I firmly be- 
lieve that Koch’s discovery will soon emerge 
from the temporary disfavor into which, 
from a singular train of circumstances, it has 
fallen; that it has therapeutic properties as 
valuable as they are unique, and that it only 
requires to be employed with due caution un- 
der certain easily ascertained conditions to 
receive the recognition it deserves as an inval- 
uable and essential part of the treatment of 
pulmonary tuberculosis." 


Tue Hebrew Journal, of this city, makes 
some interesting remarks on the heresy trials 
in various Christian denominations. Its 
editor has come to the conclusion that the 
present ferment of heresy indicates how 
strong is the drifting away from those ideas 
which, by being imposed upon Judaism, 
made what is known as Christianity,” and 
also indicates a continuance of the move- 
ment toward a reversion to Judaism, which 
has been going on ever since the Humanists 
paved the way for the Reformation.” We 
take leave to say, comments the Sun, that 
we feel very sure that these striking remarks 
of the editor of the Hebrew Journal would 
not be confirmed by the Rev. Prof. Briggs, 
or the Rev. Heber Newton, or any of the 
other Protestant clergymen who hav recently 


been charged with heresy. The remarks, 
moreover, are not such as we ourselvs can 
uphold, and are not in accordance with our 
knowledge of the theological debates now in 
progress. The Sun probably knows, as does 
everybody else, that these heretics are not 
drifting back to Judaism, but going ahead to 
Liberalism. 


Tux more the Presbyterians discuss the 
question of revising their Confession of Faith, 
the more they appear to hesitate about reach- 
ing a conclusion. At the recent session of 
the general assembly at Detroit the expected 
discussion of the subject was postponed by 
the adoption of a resolution to refer thë 
report of the committee on fevision to the 
presbyteries for revision. The idea of chang- 
ing a creed which has been supposed to bë 
* true as gospel” for centuries, is a delicate 
matter, and it is not surprising that the clergy 
are disposed to delay the work as long as 
possible. Radical changes would result in 
seriously shaking the faith of the laity in the 
authority of the church, and to simply tem- 
per the language so as to allow a more liberal 
construction, which seems to be the policy 
of the more conservativ, looks too much like 
cowardice. It is not likely that the changes 
that are finally adopted will meet the wishes 
of the more advanced thinkers in the church. 
The discussion which the question of revision 
has called forth, has aroused thought and 
investigation, and the longer thie is continued 
the less probability of agreement. The truth 
is,a large proportion of the Presbyterians, 
laity as well as clergy, hav outgrown their 
creed, and will never indorse a mere verbal 
revision.—Sunday Gazetteer, 
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Communications. 


The Sunday Opening of the Exposition.—Con- 
cluded. 


Here is a display of the old Ohristian tactics. 
They burst out of a Christian as naturally as rotten- 
ness bursts out of a pesch. They were applied to 
Voltaire and Paine and are applied to Ingersoll and 
thousands of others to-day. When the argument 
cannot be assailed they assail the man who offers it. 
It is the manifestation of the same spirit which burnt 
Bruno, whipped women, and banished Roger Will- 
jams. It is an old Christian trick when an argument 
cannot be met, to traduce the character of him who 
offers it. 

The gentleman says my influence is nothing oom- 
pared with what it might hav been if I had pursued 
a different course. The gentleman bears evidence 
that it is even now too great for his purpose and 
for the purpose of Christianity. If the gentleman’s 
assertion were true I would not likely bay been en- 
gaged in this discussion. It seems like a trath too 
hard for Obriatians to learn, that blasting a man’s 
character does not annihilate the truth which he 
utters. If the gentleman should succeed in reducing 
me to a mere cipher the fact of gravitation would 
still remain. He says he is glad that his boy is not 
here to hear my argument. If he had been here 
would he hav heard an untruth? It is unfortunate 
for his boy that he was not born earlier. Judging 
from the spirit of his father, if he had been born 
two or three centuries ago, be might hav been an 
ornament in the church, and manipulated the rack 
ane the thumbserew and flourished the ripping- 

nife. i 

He eays “ we are indebted to Ohristianity for our 
civilization.” Did the opposition of Christianity to 
the Copernical theory, and to the discovery of Amer- 
ica, and to the art of printing and the use of steam, 
hav a tendency to build up civilization? Preachers 
hav just left off preaching the doctrin of a burning 
hell and infant damnation. Did such savagery tend 
to civilize the people? 

Again, he says, No good man will put himself in 
opposition to the majority; that the yielding to the 
majority is the American idea, and that the majority 
is generally right." The Boston mob was a great 
mejority Mr. Garrison was a very small minority. 
Which was right, the mob or Garrison? Did the 
mob represent the American idea? All the men in 
America would hav no right to reduce the humblest 
individual to a state of slavery, nor would the one 
be justified in yielding to the majority. Nor would 
it be the American ides. He says, “Sunday observ- 
ance is the law of the state, and every good man 
will obey the law." When the Fugitiv Slave law 
was passed which imposed a fine and imprisonment 
for harboring or feeding a slave, Gerrit Smith said, 
“When a law forbids an act which an angel from 
heaven would stoop to perform, I shall obey the 
demand of humanity and take thé penalty of the 
law.” Was Gerrit Smith right or the Fugitiv Slave 
law? He further says that “Infidels hav no influ- 
ence.” Jefferson, Paine, and Lincoln were Infidels, 
and were known to hay been men of some little 
influence. 

If time were allowed me I would make the honor- 
able gentlemau's Methodist exhortation look so 
small that the instruments of the microscopist would 
ba needed to dissect it. 

Would it be possible to prove that one hour or 
one day is more sacred than another? Will, it not 
baa blessing fo men when they learn that all time 
is too sacred to do wrong, and no time too sacred to 
do good? i 

Is the Columbian Exposition caloulated to confer 
a blessing upon men, where will be exhibited the 
knowledge and the skill of all civilized nations of the 
world? Then tell me why that blessing will not be 
as great on Sunday as any other day? 

How does it happen that the clerics are so much 
more interested in Sunday closing than anyone else? 
Is it not obvious that they are more influenced by 
selfishness than sanctity? Does psst history prove 
that they as a class hav been more moral than other 
men? Is it not a fact that when they ruled supreme 
the world saw its darkest day ? 

Having shown where the teaching of the clergy 
has led us in the past, and where it will lead us in 
the future, if followed, let us get at the gist of the 
matter, and show that this idea of a holy Sabbath is 
entirely farcical—that there is positivly no authority 
for it, and that it is founded in superstition. Aud the 
reverend gentleman admits as much; for he says he 
will not argue the origin of Sunday, but claims that 
it is here, and has come to stay, and that it is recog- 
nized by the nation and the government. And how 
did it come to be recognized by the government? 
Was there any constitutional provision made for it! 
The truth is, it was forced upon the people by a 
designing priesthood. Sunday has come to sisy 
just as long as ministers stultify themselves by telling 
their ignorant dupes that it is God’s appointed day 
when they know there is no truth in the assertion. 


When the reverend gentleman asserts: that Sunday 


is recognized by the government, he unwittingly | 
admits that there is a union of church and state. 


And every time he refers to it as a holy day, he ad- 
mits that he is willing to deceive the people, by 
representing to them as true that which he knows 
to be false. It is not generally known that each day 
in the week derived its name from some class of 
worshipers, and principally from the old planet- 
worshipers whom Czristians regard as heathen. We 
hav only to call to mind the old sun-worsbhipers to 
know tke origin of Sunday. And if we put another 
“o” into Monday, it becomes Moonday, and that is 
the name by which it was originally called by those 
who connected certain religious ceremonies with 
that planet. Tuesday derived its name from 
Tuisco, the god of war and combats, and was as- 
sociated with the planet Mars. Wednesday derived 
its name from the worshipers of the god Woden, 
and was called by them Wodensday. The name of 
Thursday comes from the worshipers of the god 
Thor, who consecrated that day to his worship. 
Friday gets its name from the Scandinavian god 
Frigga, represented by a nude female figure. This 
god or goddess was associated with the planet 
Venus. 

One bas only to think of the close similarity be- 
tween Saturn and Saturday to understand that this 
day was set apart for the worship of the god Saturn. 
Thus we find that every day in the week is holy 
time. “In six days God created the heaven and the 
earth.” Now, I want some Christian well up in 
theological lore to tell me on which day God com- 
menced to work, when none of these days had received 
s name, but were known as the first day, second day, 
and so on. If he commenced on Sunday, and 
worked all day, away goes the Ohristian Sunday. 
For if God worked on that day it cannot be wicked for 
us to follow his example. If he did not commence 
his work on that day, then away goes the sanctity of 
the Jewish Sabbath. 

Now, the Jewish Sabbath is binding upon us 
to-day, or it is not. If it is not binding upon us, 
then let Ohristians show some scripture authority 
for swapping off the Jewish Sabbath for the Ohris- 
tian Sunday. If the Jewish Sabbath is still binding, 
then the penalty for the violation must be binding 
also—namely, the stoning to death of the one who is 
guilty of the violation. 


Sunday was not observed as holy iime for more f 


than three hundred years after the birth of Christ. 
Consequently it could not hav been set apart by him 
or any of his apostles. Then how did that day come 
to be observed as a sacred day? I will tell you. 
It was set apart by Constantine the Great, on his 
own responsibility, without warrant from Christ or 
anybody else. And the edict does not prohibit the 
working on Sunday by either man or beast, but 
givs the privilege of sowing and gathering the 
crops. i 

And who was this Constantine—bloody Oonstan- 
tine, as he has been called by some? Let Gibbon, 
the historian, answer. Constantine had a father- 
in-law whom he compelled to hang himself; he had 
a brother-in-law whom he ordered to be strangled ; 
he had a nephew, twelve or thirteen years old, whose 
throat he ordered to be cut; he had a son whom he 
beheaded; he had a wife whom he ordered to be 
suffocated in a bath, and so, after having made a 
clear house,” he donned the imperial purple, 
mounted fhe throne of the Cæsars ; made Christian- 
ity a state religion; and mingled heathen rites and 
ceremonies with Christianity, in order to attract the 
pagans to his standard, and thereby obtain a greater 
following. 

Now I hav given the authority, and all the au- 
thority there is, for regarding Sunday as a sacred 
day. Am I bound by an edict of this blood-red 
murderer, any more than I am by an edict of Nero, 
or any other bloody tyrant whose conduct has becn 
a disgrace to humankind ? . 

Now let us examin the scriptures, the court of last 
resort for Ohristians, and see what light they throw 
upon this knotty question. 

“One man that is strong believeth that he may 
eat all things; one that is weak eateth herbs. Let 
him that eateth despise not bim that eateth not.” 

The plain meaning of this passage is, if it hay any 
meaning at all,that one man is not to dictate to 
another, or judge snother who differs from him. 

“Qne man esteemeth one day above another; 
another man esteemeth all days alike Let every 
man be fully persuaded in his own mind.” 

That is to say, if one man believes it is right to 
observe one day in a week, then he must keep it. 
If another man has no regard for one day more than 
another, he is just as innocent as a man who keeps s 
day as sacred, 

“The Sabbath was made for man and not man for 
the Sabbath.” 

Here it is clearly set forth that the Sabbath was 
made for our use, and that we may use it to our own 
best advantage. 

It would seem like a fair inference that when this 
passage of scripture was written there was one 
day regarded above the others, but this passage of 


to pay any attention to it. 


scripture clearly implies that we are not compelled 
Lat no man judge you in respect to a holy day 
or Sabbath day, or new moon, or feasts, which are a 
shadow. of things to come, but the body is Onrist, he 
taking them out of the way.” NOME 

From this passage we are led to infer that there 
were holy days besides Sabbath days, but we are not 
to be judged on account of either a holy day ora 
Sabbath day. ~~ -> 

Now I hav quoted these passuges of scripture 
which a Christian is bound to accept as evidence, and 
instead of upholding these holy Sunday ranters, they 
fly squarely into their teeth, and say plsinly to every 
man, Throw up your heels, be jolly, on that day as you 
would on any other day; dance jigs cr pray, as you 
like; you are not obliged to ask or answer any ques- 
tions in regard to the matter. i 

Now, I hav proved conclusivly that this pretended 
sanctity of the Christian Sunday has no foundation 
either in scripture, in history, or in fact. Therefore 
it is safe to assert that the sanatity of the Christian 
Sunday has not been and cannot be proved. 

Having proved that Ohristianity has been opposed 
to every reform and important discovery, that it has 
retarded the progress of civilization, that its advice 
has always proved disastrous when it has been fol. 
lowed, and that its advice is wickedly wrong in re- 
gard to closing the Exposition on Sunday, let us 
consider some other matters. 

There are thousands of working men and women 

in the city of Chicago, who are compelled to work 
by the hour, and every hour in the week, to support ' 
themselvs and families. They hav no time to 
visit the Exposition except Sundays. Now, if “the 
Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sab- 
bath,” by what right are these toiling thousands ex- 
cluded ? 
. There are other thousands in the country who are 
able to spend but little time—asix or eight days per- 
haps, and even that will be a great sacrifice for them— 
and how cruel and ungenerous it would be to rob 
them of one-seventh of their time. 

And then there are Jews who wil! attend the Expo- 
sition, who sacredly regard the Jewish Sabbath. 
They do not like to violate the sanctity of their 
day any more than Obristians do theirs. And if they 
are deprived of the privilege of attending on Sun- 
dsy they will be robbed of two days in the week. 

At the Centennial at Philadelphia there were rep- 
resentative from almost every civilized nation on 
the globe. These people observe different days of 
the week as sacred time, and they will be allowed 
only four days in the week if the Exposition is closed 
on Sunday. l : 

Why can there not bea little liberality and human- 
ity and decency mixed in with Christianity? Now, 
I am liberal enough and I hav a heart big enough to 
say to the Jew, Keep your Saturdsy ; to tbe Moham- 
medan, Keep your Friday; to the Persian, Keep your 
Thursday; to the Ohrisuap, Keep your Sunday— 
but don’t be boorish. Be as charitable to others as 
you would lke to hav them be to you. Nobody 
wants fo compel Christians to attend the Exposition 
on Sunday if contrary to their will. Let them attend 
church, or pray, or read the Bible, or spend the time 
as they like. But if they do not like to bə forced 
to attend the Exposition on Sunday, in. the name of 
all that is decent, let them not force others to stay 
away. i 

O Christians, as long as you are allowed the fullest 
exercise of your rights, don’t be little enough and 
mesn enough fo say to others, You must do as I 
gay." . 

Let the Exposition be open every day alike. Let 
the Jew observe his day if he likes, and the Moham- 
medan and the Persian. 

Is not this fair for all? And would anybody but 
a bigoted Ohristian object to such an equitable rule! 

If anybody attempted to compel Ohristians to at- 
tend the Exposition in case it should be opened on 
Sunday, the case would be different. But they will 
be free to attend or not, as they may elect. And 
for them to compel others to stay away, would be 
an act of usurpation, and could be construed in no 
other light. 

The reverend gentleman thinks that if the Exposi- 
tion should be opened on Sunday, all the desperadoes 
and disreputable characters would assemble there 
from all four quarters of the globe, and revelry and 
riot would be the order of the day. 

Very few would travel a thousand miles or more 
or less jast to hav hav a spree in Ohioago ; sprees can 
be had at much less expense. And if the Exposition 
is open on Sunday there is where they will go, for 
that is what they go for. But if it is closed—hay- 
ing nowhere else to go, for they will not attend church 
—they will spend the day at the saloons, and dives, 
and gambling-houses, and the very evils which the 
reverend gentleman seems so anxious to prevent 
would certainly take place. 

If the Exposition is open on Sunday the churches 
might as well be closed. This the sticklers for Sun- 
day closing understand. The priests and ministers 
are anticipating a big time if they can only succeed in 
closing the Exposition on Sunday. They know if 


their measure does not carry, Snorting Mike and 
Exhortiug Sam and Praying Jack and “Shoutin’ 
Joe" would get left. And here is all the real honesty 
there is in this great hue and ory about Sunday clos- 
ing. And if ministers were as honest as “men of 
their cloth” ought to be they would candidly admit 
as much. 

Mr. Chairman, there is one other considera- 
‘tion which demands our attention. The eitizens 
of Chicago hav taxed themselvs heavily to make the 
Exposition & success. If it is closed on Sunday it 
will eut off a great part of the revenue to which 
they are justly entitled, which would be a great 
injustice to them. 

Perhaps the reverend and honorable gentlemen 
will say that my langusge has been harsh and unwar- 
ranted. But I hav only followed the example set by 
my Christian brothers. I think my language has 
been fully as guarded and much more truthful than 
the language which they hav used in regard to Vol. 
taire, Paine, Abner Kuceland, Ingersoll, and all whom 
they are pleased to call Infidels. “An eye for an 
eye and a tooth for a tooth” is the Bible rule which 
Christians ought not to rapudinie. 

Moreover, when they go among those whom they 
call heathens to convert them, they take any course 
which they think beat onaleulated to bresk up their 
faith in the old religions. I am growing old, and 
my time is so short that you need not wonder, Mr. 
Chairman, ab my anxiety to break down the old 
Ohristian superstition, and that with a bold hand 
and noble daring I smash the Christians“ idols and 
demolish their imaginary God. 

Aud now, Mr. Obairman, I thank you for the close 
attention which you hav paid to my rambling re- 
marks. Ii raust be admitted that my language has 
noi been the best thet might hav been chosen; for 
the time to prepare has been short. But I trust it 
has bsen sufficiently clear to convey my idea, and to 
establish beyond controversy the four following 
points, viz.: À 

1. That those men who hav exerted the grenteat 
influence in the church hav been the most cruel, op- 
pressiv, and tyrannical men who ever cursed the 
earth. : 

2. Thai the counsels of the church hav proved 
detrimental to human interests and never could be 
safely trusted; and the counsel in regard to closing 
the Exposition on Sundsy is of the same character 
now as in the past, and if followed will be a meddle- 
some interference with and tyrannical usurpation of 
the right of others, and should not be tolerated. 

3. That there is no authority for the observance 
of Sunday, either scriptural or historical; and that 
it was not so. observed for more than three hundred 
years after the birth of Obrist, and could not there- 
fore hav been so set apart by him or any cf his 
apostles. 

4, That the closing of the Oolumbian Exposition 
will be done in the. interest of the church, and will 
publish to the civilized nations of the world the su- 
perstition, illiberality, and bigotry of the American 
people. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, these points hav not been 
controverted, neither can they be. They occupy 
this triumphal ground unassailed and unassailable. 

Naples, N. Y. Joun Prox. 


— e jIw4— 
The Name America. 


It has long seemed to me a strange thing, the as- 
sertion that the two new continents were named afüer 
the given, or first, name of Hemerigo Vespucci, a 
thing inconsistent with the customs of that time. 
The more the question is investigated the more 

probable it becomes that Vespucci got his name 
Americus from the already well-known name of the 
New World. For, sgreeably io the custom of that 
time, his name was Latinized after he became known, 
into Americus Vespucoius, just as was that of his 
great contemporary Colon into Columbus. And had 
there been any attempt to honor the latter by nam- 
ing any region after him, can we conceive of its be- 
ing done by such s name as Christophers? 

When we read the narrativa of voyages and dis- 
coveries made in that age, we find that the soldiers 
and sailors promptly named every place just as they 
do now, not waiting until some bookmaker was 
plensed to do it, and that the names so given rapidly 
Spread among all people. In our time of books and 
papers we are apt to think thai news was slow in 
spreading st that comparativly illiterate period. 
But important news spreads with amazing speed 
among non-reading populations. When we read the 
old books telling of the discovery of Mexico and 
Peru, we leara how the men, as they ssiled along, 
gave names to points and whole regions that hav re- 
mained to this day. “ How like Spain is this coast,” 
said a soldier as they were sailing around Yucatan. 
“Tt is a New Spain,” said the others; and for over 
a century it was called New Spain. What country 
is that?” they asked an Indisn as they came to an 
island near Mexico. Culon," gaid the Indian, point- 
ing to the coast. Oonfounding it with a small point 
the sailors named it Ulloa, and it being St. John’s 
day, San Juan de Ulloa became the fixed name. So 
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the name of a part of the city of Tenootitlan was, 
by mistake, given to the city, and finally to the 
whole country. Of that city, Tlateluco was, and 
meant, Residence of the People; Mexico, Resi- 
dence of the Nobility.” These are examples of how 
the country was named and how soon. At that very 
time Brazil, and many other parts, were named. We 
must bear in mind thai, from 1460 up to 1520, voy- 
ages of discovery were many. That Columbus and 
Vespucci both died ignorant of the fact that a new 
continent had been found; both believing that they 
had discovered China by & new route. Sse Vol. 2 
of Humpoldt's Cosmos. Another fact is that Spain 
and Portugal wera both making a great to do over 
the discoveries under their flags made just at that 
time, 1492-8, while less notice was taken of dis- 
coveries prior io that, but everything was done to 
lessen their importance. Just a few years before 
Columbus set out the first time, Martin Behem had 
been living in the Azores. He bad been down to 
the straits of Magelian and had touched on Brazil 
before Columbus set out on his first voyage. He 
made a globe, still to be seen at Nuremburg, and 
showed the course of his journey. By the year 
1500 the number of people coasting about Brazil, in 
the Caribbean sea, Gulf of Mexico, and north of 
there, was something marvelous. Is it credible that 
no general name was given to that vast stretch of 
country, among all the thousands of Dutch sailors 
and Flemings who were so familiar with it? Things 
well known to the great mass of seafaring men were, 
yesara afterward, made to burst upon the world as 
diseoveries. Truly they wera discoveries to those 
who never before heerd of them. Thus it happened 
about Australia and the surrounding region. After 
the Dutch got possession of the Moluceas, Aus- 
tralia seemed to break upon the world as a new dis- 
Yet if was known long before. Columbus 
died 1506, Vespucci 1512, both never suspecting the 
new continent, yet does anyone believe there were 
noi men living who knew it was a new continent! 
The learning of the world must not be measured by 
their ignorance. What Cabot discovered shout 
1498 was now to Englishmen, but not to Icelanders. 
Much was known to the Dutch sailors and Flemings 
that no other people suspected at that time. 

Martin Behaim (or Behem) had been at Brazil be- 
fore 1492, Pinzen and Cabral were there in 1499, 
Vespueci in 1501. Soms of them were coasting 
around Brazil sud Venezuela a long time. Vespucci 
was at tho island ealled by the nativas Itamaraca, 
now Marace. Nativ names of that sound are very 
numerous ell through that region. Everything has 
Merica or Marioa to it. Thus Mariesbo, Cundina- 
marea, Marako, Mericabo, Amsribo, Mericata, Ama- 
rantibo, etc. The story goes that some sailors sis- 
tioned on the eoss6 in sight of a smoking mountain 
of very striking sppearance, asked the native its 
name, and the reply was a sound like Tamerique,” 
or Amerique,“ when spelled in Spanish, and menan- 
ing Great Smoky Mountain.” This name became 
so familiar among the ssilors thai the country was 
referred to by it, and the neme, 8 a general one, 
was carried far and near in all conversations and 
verbal accounts. ) 

After Vespucci gained some fame and was honored 
by the Latinizing of his name, a Dutch printer issued 
a map of Ptolemy, in which he placed the New 
World under the name Terra di Americoi. This was 
done in 1507, and if was the first appearance of the 
name of the country in any print. No notice then 
was teken of it. Vespucci died in 1512 without 
dreaming that bis name had been given to the coun- 
try, without even suspecting he had discovered more 
then a part of Asia. A great lawsuit arose in 1508, 
between the fiscal sgents of Spain and the heirs of 
Columbus, tc take from the letter the privileges 
granted by the crown to the admiral, Columbus. It 
lasted till 1528. All sorts of reports were got up 
to belittle the discovery by Columbus. All the maps 
with the name America were introduced and circu- 
lated. Yet Vespucci, who lived till 1512, was never 
introduced as & witness, and no word was then 
ever uttered about the wrongful use of his name. 
Las Casas began a history the year the suit ended. 
He did not finish it til 1559, when he was near 
ninety years of ago. In the first parts of his work 
he never utters one word of reproach against Ves- 
pucci. But in the lest years of his writing he begins 
to accuse and bitterly reproach his memory. He 
says, “Foreign writers called the country America. 
If Vespucci did not intentionally giv currency to the 
belief that he originally dissovered the couniry, it 
looks like it.” Now, the first word of reproach 
against Vespucci was in a distant land by one 
Schoner, a German geographer, in 1533. The report 
arose just as ib might to-day. Hearing the country, 
or part of it, constantly spoken of in familiar talk as 
America, when they came to honor be name of Ves- 
pucei by Latinizing it, how natural it was to call him 
Americus Vespuecius. Then, later, after all the 
great actors of that decade of discoveries were in 
their graves or dotage, a stranger, seeing the name 
applied to a vast new region, then becoming known 
for the first time as a new world, not Asia, assumes 
that the country was named after the man instead of 
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the man after the country. The slight resemblance 
of the real name, given name, of Vespucci, to wit, 


Hemerigo, tends to giv currensy to this blunder. 
Vespucci was never accused in his life of doing this, 
from the fact that no one ever dreamed iken that, 
among half a dozen names given to the supposed 
Asiatic coast, such as New Spain, New Gailicia, 
Brazil, Mexico, and Amerique, the last one ksd been 
preposterously so called after the given reme of a 
very private citizen. A monarch might thus be 
honored. Witness Maryland snd Caroline, or AL 
beris, or Alaska, after Prince Alaske. But the nam- 
ing of a country after a private and ratber,obreure 
citizen, and that, too, after his firet name, was s thing 
unhesrd cf. And when we sea thet the.xeme, or 
part of it, is so common among the nativ names all 
around that coast, from Oundinamaraca to Meri- 
caybo and Itamerica, we need be st no loss for itg 
origin. The syllables “ meri” are as frequent there 
as the “itl,” “etl,” were among the Aztecs north 


and west. . * How.” | 
— — 8— — — T 
Theological Proof that Paine Did Not Recant. 


No doubt you will laugh at the idea of getting 
proof out of a theological dictionary that Paine did 
not recant, yet here it is: Unpardonable sin is the 
denial of the truths of the gospel, with an open and 
malicious rejection of it. The reason why this sin is 
never forgiven is not because of sny went of suffi. 
ciency in the blood of Obrist, nor in the pardoning 
merey of God, but because those who commit if, 
never repent of it, but continue obstinate and malig- 
nant until death (Buck's Tasclogies! Dictionary, 
p. 422, art. Sin). 

Then, if Mr. Buck, D.D., wes right, neither Paine 
or any other disbeliever ever recanted. It seems 
that Mr. Buck knew something of the pleasure that 
disbelievers obtained from their source of reasoning, 
for he says they “never repent of it.“ And my ex- 
perience leads me to believe that they hav nothing 
to repent of either. They hav more joy and more 
pleasure in the world than those who believe in the 
hell theories. With them there is no selfish heaven 
to gain and no hell to shun. Their timo and thought 
can be devoted to this world for ihe benefit of man. 
Why should they repent? B. P. Herron, 
Gray, Ky. 

— 99 Gõ — —— 

Colonel IugersolPs Wit. 
The Helena Independents report of stories dbi whioh he introduced 

an ater. dinner speech tn Montana, 

It is said that contentment ia She greatest ponsiblo 
wealth, and I suppose that next to abrolute content- 
ment, and nearly exactly the same thing, is perfect 
gelf.satisfeetion. [Laughter.] I think I hav found 
it here. [Laughter and applause.] It is said that 
an old minister in Kentucky, endeavoring to impress 
upon his hearers the beauty of ihe heaven they were 
about io go to, provided they joized his church 
[laughter], after exhaustivg gl the superlative of 
which he was master, wound up by saying: “ Breth- 
ren abd sisters, in short, it’s a reguler old Keniueky 
place.” |Laughter] Isuppose you are expecting in 
anotber world simply another Montene. 

A few years ago a fellow from Massschusetts was 
down in South Osrolins, and as he walked slong the 
street, after be had been there some time, there wea 
an old fellow nailing a sign upon his house, For 
Sail,” and this Massachusetts fellow locked at the old 
man and said: “ That isn’t the way to spell sale." 
And the old fellow, with & greet deal of contempt, 
turned to him and said: 

* How long hav you lived in Charleston ?’ 

“ Weill,” he says, “I hav been here aboui a year.” 

* Well, young man, said the Chatlestonian, I was 
born here. I guess I know how to spell sale.“ 
[Loud laughter and applause.] There is nothing so 
beautiful 8s confidence in the place where you reside. 
[Laughter. ] 

They tell a story of Mre. Jones, of Ohieago, who 
visited Rome, and while there was shown some of 
the great marble masterpieces of the world, among 
others the Apollo Belvedere. They pointed it out fo 
her as being the most perfeot form of man that had 
ever been conceived by the brain of an artist; and 
the old woman walked sil sround it, looked at it 
from every point of view, and she gays: 

“That's the Apollo Belvedere, is it?” 

“Yes.” 

“Weill, giv me Jones" [Loud laughter and 
applause. | 


—— . ää—ũ—u: . 


I mav seen heretics of the poorer sort, 

Expectant of the reek from day to day, 

To whom the fire was welcome, lying chained 

In breathless dungeons, over steaming sewers, 

Fed with rank bread that oraw!’d upon the tongue 

And putrid water every drop a worm, 

Until they died of rotted limbs; aud then 

Oast on the dunghill naked, aud become 

Hideously alive again from bead to heel, 

Made even the carrion nosing mongrel vomit 

With hate and horror. — Tennyson. 
— di —————— 
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A Timely Suggestion. 

We venture to publish the following extract from 
the letter of one of our old and valued stand-by’s, as 
his idea seems to us an excellent one: 

; BAOBAMENTO, CAL., June 2, 1891. 

. » . I desire to see all Freethought lecturers in the 
field hav some little support from the Freethinking public, 
and I believe that the American Secular Union is the proper 
head for the dispensing of such help. 

Now is the time to issue a call for such aid from all 
friends of the cause of Liberalism. Let us hav a general 
donation from all, especially from those that are able to giv. 

I believe in making a grand effort to raise a fund for pub- 
lishing and circulating Freethought literature through the 
hands of lecturers in the field. If the Union will call for 
donations and start a yearly guarantee list, I will pledge $50 
per year as long as I am able to pay that amount. 

Now, Miss Craddock, talk it up with the directors and 
proceed to business at once, and oblige a solid Freethinker. 

R. BUTTERFIELD. 

Dear friends, shall we not act upon the above sen- 
sible suggestion? The American Secular Union 
ought indeed to be the head center of Liberal work 
in the United States. Lecturers, newspapers, indi- 
vidual workers, ought to see the business wisdom— 
not to speak of the higher motivs of brotherhood— 
of cooperating with a society like the American Sec- 
ular Union, upon whose broad platform all Liberals, 
of whatever ism, can find.a footing. A bundle of 
fagots piled up with care and system in one fireplace 
will warm a roomful of people, where the same fag- 
ots lighted separately and carried abont in the hands 
of individuals, lead st best a fitful, flickering life, 
warming only the individual hands which carry theni. 

Fellow-Liberals, which do you think is the better 
for the good of a shivering community: the isolated, 
flickering torch in the hands, or the huge bundle of 
fagots blazing away merrily on the hearthstone? 

Let us hav subscriptions, as Mr. Butterfield sug- 
gests, to sid in circulating Liberal literature. We 
cannot print and pay postage without money. Send 
it along in large or small amounts. 

Ina C. CRADDOOx, 
Corr. Sec. American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, June 11, 1891. 
— og —e— 
Our London Letter. 


Dr. Momerie's impeachment and condemnation of 
the tenets of the Church of England and the dogmas 
of Christianity were of so decided a nature that it is 
difficult to understand why he calls himself a Ohris- 
tian. A man who” divests himself of all the belief 
still held orthodox cannot be very far removed from 
pure Atheism, notwithstanding he still claims to be- 
lieve in a deity whom he cannot comprehend. Much 
that he said in his recent lecture may well be in- 
dorsed by the Secular party, and has been stated 
by them times out of number, from the platform and 
ia their published works. If the doctor speaks with 
authority it is welcome news that the church is in 
imminent peril, and that it is in measurable distance 
of dissolution. He confesses the church has long 
ago lost all control over cultured people, and the 
laity is going up hill just as fast as the clergy is com- 
ing down. It has not only lost control over what he 
calls the cultured elasses, but. over all those of 
any class who possess any independent thinking 
power, and what influence it stili possesses is.only 
over the shop-keeping interests, who hav no thought 
of anything outside their own shops. Dr. Momerie’s 
remark that “priests were the gentlemen who origi- 
nally undertook to square the Gods for s considera- 
tion,” excited the risible faculties of the audience, and 
showed his hearers were not very greatly shocked at 
what is clearly an Atheistic sentiment, and one, I 
fancy, that has been already used by Colonel Inger- 
soll. He went on to say that the doetrin of the 
atonement was immoral to the core, and a survival 
of the greatest abuses of earliest times. The doctrin 
of predestination was also a delusion, the doctrin 
of the trinity a blundering misconception of the 
original text, and the vulgar theory of the crucifixion 
was a contradiction of terms, and therefore a jargon 
and nonsense. The idea of hell was monstrous, and 
the Bible was full of contradictions. If Dr. Mome- 
rie has not thoroughly read up the Atheist’s position, 
and has arrived at his conclusions wlthout such as- 
sistance, his testimony is so much the more valuable. 

A charge such as this coming from the midst of 
the orthodox will no doubt hav a considerable effect, 
more so than from an avowed Atheist, and each 
year will find the contributions to the various so- 
cieties organized for the purpose of fleecing the 
faithful sheep a constantly diminishing quantity. 
The results of the May meetings are more and more 
disheartening to those most interested in them, and 
doleful faces are constantly met among the clergy. 
Special attractions are announced, but the interest 
in ecclesiastical matters is dwindling. The clergy 
are not bringing religious questions so much to the 
front; but the great card is now the anxiety dis- 
played for the morality snd secular well-being of the 
people. But these matters were not taken up until 
the laity had fully considered them, and so the 
chureh has again lost its chance of leadership. The 
Wesleyans are very greatly shocked at betting on 
horse races, and think steps should be taken to put 


it down. Stock-exchange gambling is not condemned 
because so many brokers are men of keen religious 
sentiment and subscribe to the churches. One en- 
terprising Wesleyan suggested that a Christian daily 
paper should be started, in which no gambling intel- 
ligence should be admitted, as he believed there was 
a very large constituency of readers who would pre- 
fer to read about Dr. Parker than the Alhambra 
What the ballet had to do with borse-racing 
he did not explain, but his brilliant idea was not 


ballet. 
accepted, and so it fell through. 


Madam Blavatsky's death has apparently caused 
some little confusion in the Theosophical camp, and it 
appears there is no one competent to step into her 
The system has made but little headway 
here, and it would not.be surprising if it speedily 
The few crazy enthusiasts who 
form its members are quite likely to devote them- 
selvs to some other equally absurd fad as e as 


shoes. 
became extinct. 


they flocked to this one. 
— ———————— 


Miss Phoebe Couzins. 


When Mrs. Potter Palmer and others connived to 
depose the regularly elected secretary of the women 
managers of the World's Fair, the writer was not a 
whit surprised, having some knowledge of the lady 
in St. Louis, where Miss Phoebe Couzins had served 
Knowing 


with ability as United States marshal. 
something of her theological opinions, I was aston- 


ished to find her secretary of a board which opened 
its daily meetings with prayer and think that I 
expressed that surprise in Tar Terors Sezxzr. From 
what I had been led to believe of the brainy, brilliant 
secretary, I concluded she would not tolerate such 
If my memory 
does not deceive me, I think Miss Couzins did pro- 
test, and made enemies of several of the “ mothers 
in Israel,” who profess to love their neighbors as 


conduct long without a protest. 


themselves. 


That unpleasant denouement might hav eventually 
passed over, had she been willing to let an opportu- 
nity slip of scoring the Rev. Bishop Vincent, who, I |- 


believe, runs the Chautauqua circles. 


Director-General Davis (otherwise Royal George), 
whose religious profession is Methodism and machine 
politics, is, as is usual with all-of his class, particu- 
larly sensitiv against anyone who might venture a 
word against the right of the theologians to run 
And, by writing the fol- 
lowing article, I am satisfied George Davis deter- 
mined to seal her doom. It is well worth perusal, 
especially as it is practically the basis and reason for 


things to suit themselvs. 


the attempt at dismissing the author. 
E. A. Srzvens. 


CRIOAGO, Jan. 31.—Hditor of the Evening Post: I hav read 
with great interest the report in your paper to-day on the 
lectures of the Institute of Sacred Literature and beg the 
medium of your columns to correct a slight misapprehension 
of the Rev. Bishop Vincent to the status of woman in sacred 


lore. : 


It is extremely necessary if these gentlemen are to instruct 
the newly fledged student, or aspirant for sacerdotal honors 
in the right path of religious training, that the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, be taught to them, and that the 
teacher of divinity separate his prejudices from the facts of 
sacred history, and, in the noon-day of the nineteenth cent- 
ury, discontinue the attempt to measure woman’s capacity 
or the limits of her sphere, by & garbled disgertation on 
** God's woman." If the reverend gentleman will tell us just 
when and where and how the creator took him into his 
especial confidence and directed him to inform the latter day 
saints that Deborah and Huldah and Miriam were not ‘‘God’s 
women,” but that the Rachels and Ruths and Marys were, 
we shall be more certain that the mantle of sacred oratory 
has fallen upon the right shoulders, and that-a bishopric 
means consecration to the master’s work, and not a sleek 
and self-satisfied perversion of biblical lore to suit the narrow 


limits of a selfish aggrandizement. 


Miriam, saith sacred history, was a prophetess, chosen by 
the Lord to lead the children of Israel out of darkness into 
day; but the reverend bishop says she was not God's 
woman,” and therefore Exodus is wrong and the instructor 


in the sacred college right. 


The fourth chapter of the Judges tells us that Deborah 
was a judge and law-giver over Israel for forty years, the 
years,” saith the scripture, ‘‘ wherein the land had rest and 
to Rev. Mr. Vincent, was 
not ** God's woman.” She found the Israelitish nation in a 


peace; ” but Deborah, accordin: 


sorry plight and deplorable condition. The judges taking 
bribes, perverting judgment and turning after filthy lucre ; 

“the highways and byways unoccupied, and travelers 
walked through byways;” no one seemed to be safe any- 
where, the nation harassed for over twenty years by a great 

and mighty legion of King Jabin’s army under the command 

of a bushwhacking captain named Sisera. In that direful 
emergency Deborah comes to the front, takes command of 

Barak’s army, stations herself on Mount Tabor and proves 

80 skillful a general in war that not a man of Jabin's army 
is left to tell the tale save Sisera, who gets down from his 

chariot of iron and flees for refuge to Jael’s tent, and has 
his brains knocked out with a tenpenny nail and a hammer 
in the hands of a female adjutant of Deborah’s. 

Thus Deborah cleans out the whole outfit of her country’s 
spoilers and returns to the nation to bring order and peace out 
of the demoralized chaos into which man’s ruling plunged it ; 
and yet, saith the reverend instructor of the sacred college to 
the callow youths who sit at his feet for biblical training, De- 
borah was not God's woman.“ Far from it.” 

. But Ruth, whose peculiar methods of capturing a hus- 
band, would entitle her in our day and generation to be sent 
toa training school forreformed morals, is especially marked 
for the delectation of this divinity school, while Rachel, who 
kept a sheep ranch amidst her father’s herdsmen, drawing 
the water while the men lazily browsed on the hillside, is 
another maiden dear to the sacred heart of Brother Vincent, 
whose long and unctuous career has been especially minis- 


tered unto by the female cont'ngent of waterhaulers in the 
fold of his churches. - | 

The Marys complete the trio of. God's women ” whom 
Brother Vincent portrays for the fond adoration of the 
Sacred assemblage of students. ; 

I know not to which Mary he refers, but either of them is 
not a good punctuation for the reflected light of masculin’ 
admiration. If she was the patient, serving Martha’s twin 
sister, it was said she was not given to domestic ministration 
for the elders, and had she dwelt in Brother Vincents cir- 
cuit yellow-legged chickens and creamy biscuits would not 
hav boosted him to the summit of a bishopric in the year of 
our Lord 1890. 

If the one from whom Christ cast the seven devils the ala- 
baster box of ointment would hav served the same purpose 
in a sacred college in the nineteenth century—its price set 
aside for the heathen, and this specimen of God's woman,” 
whom man previously had invested with seven devils shown 
to the door! à : 

But enough! If these reverend gentlemen pose as teach- 
ers in sacred colleges to-day let them not inaugurate the 
experiment, by direct perversion of truth, either in the Old 
Testament or the New. : 

If Paul taught marriage and motherhood, he also empha. 
sized the sacredness of a life devoted to high aims and lofty 
purposes. She that marries doeth well,” saith that noble 
expounder of truth, but she who doth not marry doeth 
better.” She who marries serves her husband, but she 
that doth not marry,” said Paul, serves the Lord.” A 

If Jeremy Taylor could return to our shores to-day he 
would not only find “that marriage was the nursery of 
heaven,” but also that it served as the gateway to hell, judg- 
ing from the hideous and terrible revelations in our divorce 
courts, and no one influence has contributed more fully to 
bring about the lowering of a high standard of marriage 
and this demoralization than the dry rot which has been 
preached from reverend lips for years to the untrained and 
unformed minds of the youth, leading them to regard mar- 
riage, per se, under any and all circumstances, ag preferable 
s life of singleness, even though consecrated to the noblest 
aims. 

'The admission of women as lay delegates to the Methodist 
conference evidently does not agree with Brother Vincent/s 
mental digestion, and if the sacred college is to emphasize 
biblical lore in punctuating women as leaders and judges 
and generals, lo! the green fields and pastures fair of a 
bishopric will swing open, perchance, and Frances Willard 
or the Widow Van Cott get a nibble at the rich grazing. 

HOBE W. Couzrxs, of St. Louis. 


— rt 
Who Bids? 


A poor old lady who has seen better days, but has 
been reduced by sickness and misfortune, has left 
her precious old Bible with me to sell that she may 
purchase something to relieve her sufferings. 

It is a singular book, the largest Bible I ever saw; 
was printed in 1765; is 16 inches long, 10 inches 
wide, and 4j inches thick; contains many pictures, 
and is entitied The Ohristian's Complete Family 
Bible.” Though this book pretends to be written 
by inspiration of a supreme being to point out a way 
so plain that a man though a fool need not err 
therein, from one to six or more inches of every page 
is used to explain the text above. Though it pro- 
fesses o be the work of inspiration, every chapter 
proves it to be a fraud—the work of different men, to 
which, and its wrathful angry God, each writer gave 
a patch of his own character. It has done more harm 
than any other book ever written, having been the 
means of putting to death millions of people by ex- 
cruciating torture; and by and by when all the peo- 
ple get their mental eyes open and free from the 
scales and beams of superstition, and hav learned to 
think enough to understand what they read, the 
great wonder of the world will be how such a vile 
book with all its anger, wrath, cruelty, and bloody 
crimes could ever hav been palmed off on rational 
beings, even by crafty priests, as the word of a God. 
Now, this book is for sale to the highest bidder, and 
here, my dear Christian brethren, you hav an oppor- 
tunity to show your Ohristian love and benevolence 
to this poor sister. Now for a bid. Who speaks 
first. Brother Talmage, what say you? How much 
do you bid? I think the Apocrypha contains chap- 
ters you hav never read. Joseph Cook, how much do 
you bid? How much love hav you for this suffer- 
ing sister? How much respect for your holy book 
when it takes its just place on the auction-block 
where if has in times past placed so many millions of 
human slaves? Send in your bids and at once prove 
your respect for your poor sister and your precious 
book. Brother Wanamaker, how much do you bid? 
Vineland, N. J. JEREMIAH HACKER, 

— — . —N— 

Thought as Affecting the Drink Habit. 


Prepared for the Independent by the late Prentice Mulford, just be. 
fore his death. 


The kabit of using artificial stimulants comes 
from exhaustion. Up to the age of twelve or thir- 
teen we do not feel any need of a stimulant. Our 
exhaustion comes later on when we get wrapped up 
in our occupations, and acquire the bad habit of car- 
rying the mind ahead of the body.. A person, too, 
who livs among exhausted people, will, before they 
know it, take on their exhausted conditions of mind. 
A strong girl employed in a factory, with weaker 
girls around her who suffer from the hard work, will 
herself suffer, although she herself may be better 
able to bear the strain. This exhaustion, brought 
about by what we call civilization, leads to the use 
of stimulants. Exhaustion comes also from wasting 
your force by letting your mind run ahead of your 
body, to the place you are hurrying to, or the task 
you are going to perform, Tou are full of hurry and 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 20, 1891. 


389 


— a A E — A S a 


impatience, and attempt to crowd the doing of too 
many things in an hour or a day. The hurried, im- 
patient mood runs its wire of disorderly thought 
and slovenly act straight through from one act to 
another, and leaves its traces and damage on all. 
Every impatient act, no matter how trivial. costs an 
unprofitable outlay of force or thought. Every im- 
patient act is an act without a plan. Exhaustion, 
then, caused in. this way—overwork, over-ambition, 
‘hurry, the waste of thought or mental force which 
weakens the body—leads men to the use of intoxi- 
cants. It is not necessary to speak of minor social 
causes, though it may be said that a man is mentally 
affected by the social atmosphere which he is in. 
Go among inebriates or drinking men and you will 
find that unseen agencies are at. work leading you to 
sleoholic excess. If your associates are temperate 
and refined, you will be equally affected by their tem- 
perance and refinement. 

I believe that the appetite for liquor can be con- 
troled through the exercise of a certain menial law 
within the reach of all; that is the law of silent de- 
mand. That is the power which one mind possesses 
of silently throwing its thought, or desire, or wish, 
or expectation, into another mind, and making such 
mind wish, desire, think, and act in accordance with 
the other’s wish. The man who drinks will crave 
liquor the more if much in the society of those who 
drink. He will feel the craving less if much in the 
society of the temperate and self. controled. No 
word and argument, for or against the use of liquor, 
need be made, in these cases, to increase or lessen 
such craving. It comes of the silent action of mind 
upon mind. 

If, in your own mind, you will say in thought that 
you do not expect a friend afflicted with this habit to 
: giv way to it, he will, through the force of your mind 
acting on his own, be strengthened to resist the 

temptation. If you will, in mind, always positivly 
see him as temperate and self-governed, he will re- 
ceive from you the force, in thought, of temperance 
and self-government. If several unite in so sending 
him this thought, and so seeing him in thought, they 

_ giv him a proportionally stronger force to resist the 
uncontrolable appetite, they are, then, really pray- 
ing for him, and praying in the strongest way. The 
barkeeper is, in many cases, the most thoroughly self- 
controled man in the saloon. He may be always in 
the midst of liquor selling and drinking, but has no 
tendency to indulge to excess. No intemperate bar- 
keeper can retain his position. His employer expects 
him to be temperate. The action of the employer's 
mind on the employee is one powerful agency in 
keeping him temperate. The employee feels the 
employers thought. He has that part of the em- 
ployer's mind which expects, and demands, that he 
shall keep sober, thrown into his own mind, and acts 
in accordance with such mind. 

If we, in our minds, always see or image a man as. 
a drunkard, we are sending him a current of thought 
which will aid the more to keep him intemperate. 
We are helping him to keep before him the image of 

himself as a drunkard. We must not in our mind 
say, ^I wish he would control himself,” and almost 
in the same thought say: “I expect, or I am afraid, 
he will get drunk the next chance he gets.” In so 
doing we increase those chances. 

But, it may be asked: “Is not the mana drunk- 
ard? Where is the use of saying he is temperate 
when he is not, or of seeing him in our minds as 
temperate when he is not?" The real man in this 
ease is not a drunkard. The real man is what that 
man is in his highest aspiration or desire, and it mat- 
ters not how low or degraded is the material-condi- 
tion of any human being, there remains still in that 
individual the desire to be something better, or the 
desire to rid himself of an appetite or habit which 
brings him pain. The real person is the spiritual 
man or woman. In him or her there is always the 
spark of aspiration; or, in other words, the desire 
for improvement, although it may be very feebly ex- 
pressed. It is only the material part of man that is 
in the gutter. With him in our thought, we hav 
nothing to do. We refuse in mind to see him. We 
only see in mind that man out of the gutter, erect, 
clothed, self-controled, and in his right and highest 
mind. When we so see him we are sending him 
that kind of thought and presenting to him the idea! 
of himself as a true man. 

No thought cuts deeper to the heart of an intem- 
perate person than the feeling, on his part, that his 
friends do not, in their minds, trust him in the use 
of liquor. The fesling that the bottle is put out of 
sight because he enters the room, has made many a 
man rush from that room or place and drink to ex- 
cess. This because a force or thought has entered 
into him, telling him that he is weak, untrustworthy, 
and relativly worthless. At present too many are 
handling this gigantic, unseen power of thought to 
keep the drunkard and criminal down, by always see- 
ing him as & drunkard or criminal, and never forget- 
ting that he has been one. 

A man should never be spoken or thought o! as a 
“reformed drunkard.” To help keep him self- 
controled, we need to forget that he has ever beena 
drunkard. We hav nothing whatever in our minds 


to 


fo do with him as a drunkard. We need to bury the. 


rmer drunkard; bury him so deep in forgetfulness 
at he can never be dug up again. Temperance 
lecturers create a morbid and unhealthy appetite in 
the hearer by talking drunkenness a whole evening. 
In the same way, the elaborate accounts of execu- 
tions sometimes when read by the small boy induce 
him to hang and torture the cat in a spirit of imita- 
tion. Is man made the less of an inebriate from 
knowing that he is in an “ Inebriate's Home,” or an 
institution called by any name to remind him contin- 
ually of an old fault and an old self, which he needs 
to bury and forget? We hay in our minds nothing 
to do with the drunkard of yesterday. Bury him. 
Forget him. In our thought he is to-day a temper- 
ate, self-controled man. In cur mind we expect and 
demand him go to be. In his own mind he must also 
hold himself as temperate and self-controled. We 
are then praying, and he is praying with us in con- 
cert, and in the right way. 

If the family at the breakfast table are each in 
thought saying of the son, whose weakness lies in 
liquor: “I expect he'll go drinking again to-day. I 
fear hell go tippling again with his companions,” 
they are making him feel depressed, weak, untrust- 
worthy, and, consequently, all the more liable to re- 
sort to drink for the sake of temporary stimulation. 
They should say in thought: “ He is not going into 
any excess. He can govern himself. He wil? govern 
himself" These critics who may pride themselvs on 
being temperate as regards the use of liquor, may be 
themselvs very intemperate as regards control of 
temper or mood, or some other physical appetite. 
They do not know and cannot realize the terrible 
craving coming not only from a morbid appetite for 
stimulant, but from & body ignorantly and uncon- 
aciously exhausted of its vitality. 

If yours is the uncontrolable appetite for liquor, 
say in your mind not only, “TI will conquer this ap- 
petite,” but “I hav conquered it. 
Then your real self or spirit has taken a positiv, de- 
cided hold in this matter. The material, the body, 
must follow in time. But when your spirit was say- 
ing, “It’s no use. I can’t conquer this appetite. It 
will ruin me in time,” the material part of you was 
“led of the spirit" in the wrong direction. The 
material appetite may at fimes get the best of the 
spirit’s aspirations. Yet every time you so fail you 
are taking a stronger hold to control yourself, provid. 
ing in mind you always say, “I hav conquered. I 
am determined to conquer.” The periods between 
your relapses will grow longer and longer. You will 
find the appetite gradually decreasing. The cure 
will be gradual buf sure. All permanent cures must 
be gradual. 

I may say that I used liquor immoderately for 
more than thirty years. I suffered thereby in mind, 
hody, and purse. I became well acquainted with the 
torments that beset the victim of this excess. This 
uncontrolable appetite has been for several years 
cured and gotten rid of, by the means I hav just de- 
scribed. I suffer from no relapses, though I do not 
profess total abstinence. I do not believe in the 
hereditary theory, but I think people unconsciously 
cultivate conditions of mind through their associa- 
tions, which amount to the same thing. If a per- 
son changes his condition of mind he will change 
the condition of his body as well. I ean testify to 
the truth of this fact from my own personal ex- 
perience; I am different from what I was ten years 
ago, and hav no desire to go into any excess what- 


ever. ; 
— i$ — 


A Sample Catholic Institution. 


The attorney for Miss Anna Amoe put a good 
deal of solid truth about church reformatory institu- 
tions into his speech in her defense in the circuit 
court of Troy, N. Y. Miss Amoe was committed to 
the House of the Good Shepherd” by a Oatholic 
magistrate, who neglected to file the commitment 
as required by law, and she sued the institution for 
damages for false imprisonment. It came out, also, 
during the trial that other girls bad been sent to the 
place without legal form. Miss Amoe’s lawyer said: 

“Was Annie Amoe taken into that institution for 
sweet charity's sake? When the superior admitted 
on the stand that the reason why the commitments 
were signed by a magistrate was that the institu- 
tion might charge the county of Renssalaer for the 
board of the persons committed, did if occur to the 
jury that that was for sweet charity’s sake? They 
gave Annie Amoe a pair of slippers, underclothes, & 
dress, and a hat. What did they get from her? 
Twelve hours of hard labor and her board paid by 
the county; they obtained the servitude of a slave. 
What did she get in return? Barred doors, not even 
the right to look out of a window on God's bright 
day. When the mighty arm of the law interposed 
and demanded that she be brought into court they 
released her. They were afraid to go into court 
and answer to the demands of the court. Is this 
the work of the Good Shepherd? This penal insti- 
tution, this state prison, this state factory—reform- 
ing fallen women by making convicts of them! It 
cannot be done. The institution knew that the 
commitment was false on its face. The institution 


It is conquered.” | 


knew that Annie Amoe was eighteen years old and 
upward. And they knew that she could not be com- 
mitted unless under sixteen yearsold. Why did Mr. 
Ryan go before the police magistrate and secure a 
commitment reciting that Annie Amoe had been 
brought before him and duly committed, after ascer- 
taining that she was apparently under sixteen years 
old? The paper was necessary that the institution 
might charge for her board. The institution had 
free labor and manufactured goods in competition 
with the products of the honest, industrious girls 
of the community, and besides this the institution 
was paid for the support of those employed within 
its walls. The jury should award substantial dam- 
ages to teach the defendants that this is a free 
country, and no one can, without process of law, be 
deprived of perscnal liberty.” 
——— 5e a 


Otto Wettstein’s View of the? God Idea. 
From the Moralist, 

In concluding my prolog I would take occasion 
to observe that during my flights through the inter- 
minable vistas of space I hav failed to discover the 
least vestige of a “supreme grand master” super. 
vising with providential care and wisdom the affairs 
of nature, or manifesting any concern for her works, 
and Iam therefore forced to the conclusion that 
nature is all-aufficient in herself and that to add a 
creator to the universe complicates mysteries instead 
of lessening them. The worshiping of an intelli- 
gence outside of and superior to that which is im- 
manení in nature, I therefore regard as the monster 
delusion cf our race, conceived in ignorance and 
nurtured by a designing priesthood for the sole 
purpose of self-aggrandizement. 

— i ———————— 


A Beliet Not Likely to he Realized. 
From the Catholio Union and Times. 

The Infidel TRUTH Szzxer is having great fun these 
days anent the vagaries, contentions, and confusion 
that reign mong the Protestant brethren. The 
organ of unbelief chuckles over the expected result, 
hoping doubtless that a large army of recruits will 
come to its anti Christian ranks from the disrupted 
churches. We hav slways contended that for the 
thoughtful logical mind there is nothing left in 
chaotic Protestantism but Infidel negation or the 
fixed authoritativ teaching of the Oatholic church. 
And we believe that by far the larger portion of the 
Protestant wreckage will drift to the church. 

— . —ä— 


Lectures and Meefings. 


Juxx 19th, Mr. Thomas J. Sanford will speak at the Man- 
hattan Liberal Club, 220 East 15th street, this city. His 
subject is The People’s Rent." 


S. P. Pornam will lecture in Emerson Hall, 45 East Ran- 
dolph street, Chicago, on Sunday afternoon and evening, 
June 28th. We hope every reader of Tux TRUTRH Srexer in 
that city will be in attendance. 


W. F. Jameson is now making lecture engagements to 
begin October 1st, and, in order to save travel, he invites 
correspondence with Liberals in Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa, 
and Missouri for lectures every evening and twice Sundays 
during October, November, December. Address Box 366, 
Des Moines, Ia. 


Tuere will be a free lecture under the auspices of the 
Newark Liberal League, at Paterson, on Sunday next, June 
91st. Miss Ada Campbell, the celebrated Australian lectur- 
ess, will address the meeting. Subject, * The Australian 
Ballot.” All Liberals in the vicinity are cordially invited, 
the object being the formation of a branch of the Liberal 
League in Paterson. 


J. E. Remssure has now lectured in forty-five states, 
territories, and provinces, and in seven hundred different 
cities and towns, as follows: Kansas, 88; Illinois, 74; Ohio, 
68; Texas, 63; Iowa, 61; Nebraska, 47; New York, 43; 
Missouri, 41; Indiana, 32; Pennsylvania, 31; Michigan, 25; 
Minnesota, 19; California, 18; Wisconsin, 14; North Da- 
kota, 6; South Dakota, 6; Colorado, 6; Connecticut, 6; 
Ontario, 5; Oregon, 5; Florida, 4; Utah, 4; Washington, 
4; Arkansas, 3; New Jersey, 3; Louisiana, 2; Alabama, 
2; Tennessee, 2; Rhode Island, 2; Massachusetts, 2; Ken- 
tucky, 1; Maryland, 1; Virginia, 1; West Virginia, 1; 
North Carolina, 1; South Carolina, 1; Georgia, 1; Missis- 
sippi; Wyoming, 1; Idaho, 1; New Mexico, 1; Oklahoma, 
1: Indian Territory, 1; Quebec, 1; British Columbia, 1. 
Mr. Remsburg has visited many of these places from two to 
gix tímes, and to accomplish this work he has had to travel 
a distance of one hundred and fifty thousand miles. He has 
lectured to nearly half a million people, and numbers among 
hig personal acquaintances over twenty thousand Free- 
thinkers. 

Arremprs to harmonize the gospels and to prove 
the inspiration of writings which contain manifest 
errors and contradictions hav gone the way of Buck- 
land’s proof of a universal deluge, and of Hugh 
Miller’s attempt to reconcile Noab's ark and the 
Genesis account of creation with the facts of geology 
and astronomy. Not an inch of ground that has 
been conquered by science has ever been re-conquexed 


by theology.— 5. Laing. 
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Communications. 


Recent Gems from the Religious Press, 


The Independent, in aspirit of prophecy which the 
subsequent action of the Union Seminary has proved 
t be brilliantly erroneous, says: We are inclined to 
believe that the decision of the directors will be 
loyal nequiescence." Loyal to what? To the su- 
prame court cf the Presbyterian church, says the In- 
dependent. : 

Isit not a shameful fact that the domain of man’s 
thought must hav a court to determin its scope, to 
rebuke iis natural inquiries? Is it not like demand- 
ing of nature & reversal of its eternal law? As well 
my tha general assembly of the Presbyterian church 
meet ai Niagara falls and demand of the waters to 
conte falling as to issue their puny edict against the 
freedom of human thought. It will be swept aside 
with contemptuous scorn along with the old rotten 
luggage of the ages—Bibles, spooks, saviors, Gods, 
aud the “makeup” of theatrical religion. The 
louder the yells against the inroads of liberated 
thought, the swifter will be its advance. Many, like 
O:hello, will be left with their “ occupation gone,” 
bui there sre vast untrodden fields of human in- 
dastry where clerical drones can prove themselvs of 
valuo to the world. 


The Interior (Pres.) says: . 

The assembly put an end to conference with the Epis- 
copalians with a view to organic unity. 

Of course it did. How in the name of all that is 
wonderful can there ever be a complete unity of 
83053 aud opinions as to what is meant by the alleged 
ravelation from God? If men were not blinded by 
taa effets of early education and religious bigotry, 
tney could see at ones that the mere existence of a 
ressonable doubt as to the meaning of a single para- 
graph in the Bible forever divorces its author from 
any participation in the creation of a perfect universe. 
There is no halting doubi as to what nature teaches 
man; iis lessons are always provable through the me- 
dium of existing faots. 

We need no translators; she speaks a universal 
language. The only trouble is, men are heedless of 
loving admonitions, spoken through numberless 
analogies. 

The poet Bryant beautifully expresses the idea: 
„O him who in the love of nature hol is communion 
with her visible forms she speake a various lan- 
guage.” Moen must turn from the old musty parch. 
ments of the past, and in the bright and glowing 
pages of the ever open book of nature find a chart 
and guide, unerring and complete, that shall lead 
them on to universal unity and brotherly love. The 
film that has obscured the eyes of humanity is lifting 
and will soon pass away, revealing to each one of us 
the unstinted prodigality of “the love of nature in 
her visible forms,” and which conveys the lesson 
that to our brother man we owe the same measure of 
unselfish love. 


The all-absorbing question of Dr. Briggs and 
the Presbyterian general assembly seems to be 
the leading topic of discussion in most of the relig- 


ious weeklies of the past week. It is notable that. 


thera is but little variance in the measure of Dr. 
Brigge's condemnation, and a monotonous sameness 
in the eulogies of the action of the assembly as being 
for the good of the church. 

Not a word as to the truthfulness of his higher 
criticism; it is enough that he has refused to swal- 
low the whole Bible as it is, errors, immoralities, and 
absurdities all intact—that he is (in point of fact) 
kicked out of the church and with a vim and force 
that smacks of the headsman of former years. The 
Congregationalist says: 

It was a most emphatic declaration of a great church 
against any and every question raised concerning the divine 
and final authority of the Bible as the word of God. 

Just so! For ones we hava clean-cut piece of 
truth from a religious writer, for which we return 
thanks. Ifthe discouraged reformer and seeker after 
truth would find the cause of the laggard advance- 
ment of justice and love for humanity, he will dis- 
cover it in the intolerant and despotic edict of the 
Presbyterian general assembly. Not in all the his- 
tories of ancient despotism, not in all the slavery 
that has cursed the earth, do we find a more repulsiv, 
arrogant, and presumptuous assumption of the mental 
slavery of the people than is contained in the quoted 
paragraph above. Nota word will be heard, not & 
question considered, not a doubt entertained, but 
the fist has gone forth that reason shall be throttled 
and superstition reign. We do not believe the rank 
and file of the supporters of the church will relish 
this despotic dominion over their thought, and a 
Íreeman's right to express it. We do not believe 
that they will calmly yield up their brains to the cug- 
tody of the general assembly, and let the moderator 
dole it ont to them, saturated with fiendish ortho- 
doxy. Thisis America, and the year is 1891, but the 
assembly seems to labor under the delusion that 
this is the third century, and that we are living in 


Nice, and the old murderer Constantine is an absolute 
monarch over us. 


The Examiner (Baptist) says: 

The essential truths of Christianity hav nothing to fear 
from being examined and talked about. On the contrary, 
the better they are known the more they will commend them- 
selvs to the minds of men. ` Baptists certainly hav no cause 
for fear over ihe revision of creeds and the recasting of 
articles. 

This reminds us of an unfortunate man and his 
son who were confronted by & pack of wolves. On 
seeing them the father managed to faiter out, Don't 
be afraid, Johnny ; they don't eat our meat.” Never- 
theless Johnny and his father were quiekly disposed 
of by the devouring wolves. 

We sympathize deeply with our Baptist brother 
and would advise him not to speak too loud and to 
keep off the brushwood while going through the 
forest or he may meet the fate of poor Johnny and 
his father. It might be better for him to “lay low” 
and let the other creeds fight it out, but if he keeps 
on talking in a loud tone about “ the superhuman 
character of the Bible, its absolute freedom from 
moral and doctrinal error,” he will find a pack of 
the wolves of reason on his trail in short order and 
saltpeter won't save him. By following our kindly 
advice he will at least be reprieved until the other 
creeds are devoured, which will afford him time to 
get down off his perch and run for cover. We can 
appreciate the terrible position of the Baptists. 
They are like the occupants of one of many life- 
boats, the most of which they hav seen swamped 
before their very eyes, and they wait with breathiess 
terror the shipwreck of their own bark of supersti 
tion. Be not afraid; ye shall emerge from this 
second baptism into the knowledge of absolute and 
provable truth which will need no creeds, translators, 
nor higher criticism scholars for its interpretation. 


The Standard (Baptist, Chicago) says: 

Dr. Harper does not belong to the destructiv school of 
critics, but to the constructiv wing. He holds not merely 
that the Bible contains the word of God, but that it is the 
word of God. He believes that such errors and discrepan- 
cies as the scriptures seem to contain are in part due to er- 
rors in the translation, and in part to errors in the original 
manuscript; but every such error, he holds, is chargeable to 
the human means by which the revelations hay come to us. 

These words are quoted from sn interview with 
Rev. E. T. Gates, who is in elose relations with Dr. 
Harper. They are in flat contradiction to his pub. 
lished lecture recently delivered, in which the doctor, 
alluding to the Bible, said “it was the best that God 
could make, and if he could hav made a better one 
he would hav done so." There is no shifting of re- 
sponsibility for errors to the “human means” in 
this declaration. To a God who is creating worlds 
faultlessly perfect with much less effort (as we are 
told) than a child exerts in blowing soap-bubbles in 
the air, to a God with a power that renders all 
things possible to him, it certainly seems as if, had 
he ever had cccasion to speak to man, he could bay 
done so without making so horrible a botch of it, as is 
revealed in his alleged word.“ It is no excuse for 
such a God fo lay the blame on the translators, for 
they, conjunctivly with the “ word,” are his own al- 
leged creation, and we must not insult his conceded 
omniscience by claiming for him ignorance of their 
unfitness to record his “word.” Who then is to 
blame for the errors? Manifestly God himself; and 
being a God who makes mistakes, he certainly had 
no hand in “creating” a perfect universe. We 
hava well-grounded suspicion that this Biblie God 
is & lineal offspring of the heathen gods (embalmed 
in collegiate lore) and is the last of hisrace. He is 
slowly but surely following in the wake of his ancas- 
tors, and like the ebbing light of the dying day is 
becoming dimmer and fainter until he finally fades 
into the darkness of eternal oblivion. Quisquis 
ubique habitat, maxime nusquam habitat. 

Ww. ALLEN Swrrn. 
— . —jiĩä — —— 
New Theory of Cure for Consumption and 
Other Forms of Disease. 


This communication more properly belongs to a 
medical journal. But as it is devoted to the promul- 
gation of hygienic heresy, and as medical journals 
are supposed to be run mainly for the purpose of 
stamping out new and “irregular” truth, it would, 
after all, be quite out of place in their columns, even 
if admitted. 

The glorious old Troura Seeger appears to be 
pretty nearly the only periodical in existence without 
ism, hobby, idol, God, or prejudice, and that is 
unconditionally committed to truth, naked or other- 
wise; and as hygiene is unquestionably the most 
important subject next to liberty, it is preéminently 
fitting that I should seek its (often we think, too) 
generous hospitality. 

The medical, like the clerical, profession, stands 
pledged against the discovery and application of any 
new truth not in line with its established theories. 
The prejudices of one profession are as deep, as 
narrow, and as bitter as are those of the other. A 
diploma of college graduation in either profession is 
a certificate of moral castration. To be orthodox is 


to be as incapable of generating a new idea as the 
eunuch is of begetting offspring. The soil of an 
orthodox brain is steril—barren. 

The ear of the educated orthodox is deaf to the 
faint-whispering voice of nature. He cannot, he will 
not, listen. Why should he? He knows it all 
already. Nature is not his alma mater. He does 
not recognize her school! as “regular.” Better let 
the patient die or the sinner ba damned rather than 
be saved by any other remedy than his. The only 
door to salvation is through his system. That is the 
embodiment of ali truth. He who seeks to enter by 
any other door is a thief and a robber. i 

Dr. Koch's wretched attempt to discover a univer- 
sal cure for consumption is a sample of orthodox 
progress and discovery. The world owes nothing to 
orthodoxy. Neither microscope nor telescope can 
giv sight to its purblind eyes. It has never discov- 
ered anything but methods of torture and it never 
wil. Heterodoxy has done if all. 

Reclining ss a sucking babe upon nature’s ample 
breast, or sitting humbly and low at her feet as a 
pupil and recognizing her as the only source cf 
light and truth, the writer has received scme impres- 
sions or ideas with reference to the subject of disease 
and cure which he feels impelled to speak about to 
his fellow-men. Not being able to formulate a sys- 
tem of treatment myself, my hope is that this may 
meet the eye and enlist the conviction of some free 
and independent physician who will make a practical 
and experimental application of the principle outlined 
and report success in the columns of TRR TRUTR 
SEEKER. . 

There is a sentence found in that queer old scrap- 
book that Dr. Briggs and his inquisitors are wrang- 
ling about so bitterly that very tritely expresses the 
truth upon which I would rear my new system of 
eure: “Except ye become as a little child ye oan in 
no wise enter the kingdom of heaven.” I do not 
sare who said it. That makes no difference. The 
question is, is it in any sense true? 

The Spirituslists hav always claimed that Jesus of 
Nazareth was a medium, a healer, a mind-reader, a 
diviner of truth, a discerner and interpreter of nat- 
ure. That he was a bitter hater of the theologians 
and all the pious gang of sniveling scoundrels who 
made up the orthodox church of his day th re is not 
& particle of doubt. He was the Bob Ingersoll of 
that day, and if Buddhism is true he may be the 
Bob Ingersoll of this day also. Anyhow, like Bruno, 
Galileo, and other martyrs who suffered at the hands 
of the saintly devils, he belongs to us Infidels 
instead of to the “church,” and we ought to formally 
install him in our calendar of saints. 

To be healed of disease, moral or physical, implies 
& regenerativ process, & new birth as it were; the 
going back into the arms of nature like a weak and 
helpless infant. 

When a. person has violated the laws of nature in 
any way and morbid conditions hav’ set in and 
increased until the functions of self sustaining life 
can no longer be carried on, what is nature's first 
step in restorativ treatment? She makes him sick.“ 
She puis him to bed, weak and relaxed, like a babe. 
She cannot repsir him without. He must be broken 
up snd mellowed like summer fallow. 

Our bodily conditions are continually changing. 
As if from a lack of vital energy the various organs 
and paris are visited in turn with greater or less 
extremes of torpidity and activity. The center of 
nerve sensation, naturally in the stomach, may be 
shifted to other parts by force of circumstances. 
When morbid conditions are of long standing serious 
organic impairments are sure to follow, as in the case 
of consumption. The delicate nerve sensation and 
action which belongs to the stomach has gone to the 
lungs and left nothing but muscular action behind. 
The nerves, whose office is to carry on the work of 
nutrition, sre torpid and dead, and can no more per- 
form their functions than mittened fingers can pick 
up types or pins. The muscular action of the stom- 
ach ia vigorous but the nerve action is feeble. Too 
much of one and not enough of the other. The 
consumptiv’s muscular system has robbed his ner- 
vous system of its vitality and left it to die by star- 
vation. His stomach may be full of the most nutri- 
tious food but the nerves are too dead to assimilate 
and secrete it. He dies by starvation, though gener- 
ally a hearty eater to the very last. 

The consumptiv's strange disinclination to comply 
with nature’s first condition of eure—that is, to go to 
bed—is almost as marked as the dislike for water in 
hydrophobia. The very thing he needs most and 
the lack of which has caused his present condition 
is the very thing he seems to hate. This may be the 
effect of mental causes. What he needs first is 
mental treatment—that is, he must hav his condi- 
tion and the only method of restoration so intelli- 
gently explained to him as to convict him thoroughly 
of its truth and cause him to yield a willing and 
hearty cooperation with the treatment. The false 
beliefa and morbid conditions of the patient's mind 
must be removed. Health of mind is a cor dition 
precedent io bealth of body. The success of even 
correct hygienic treatment depends largely upon the 
mind of the patient. Confidence in the doctor and 


‘more harm then good. . 


as possible. 
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in the mediein is in a majority of cases the real basis 
of cure, the drugs administered probably doing 


There are various ways by which the nervous sys- 
tem of a consumptiv may be shocked, aroused, or 
quickened, and restored to the delicate sensitivness 
and natural equilibrium of infancy. I herdly know 
which is best. It can be accomplished by sweating, 
by hot baths, by calomel, and by other agencies, but 
one thing certain, the breaking up must be thorough 
and complete. The patient must absolutely become 
as alittle child. He must be born again, so to speak. 
He must retrace his wayward steps and go back to 
the point of divergence from the true path. He 
must lay anew foundation for a superstructure of 
correct habits. He must begin life anew. 

And here ia where my theory of cure differs radi- 
cally from that of the schools. Believing disease 
to be an entity, their theory is to cure one disease 
by causing another, a superstition derived from the 
ancient idea that disease was an evil spirit, to be 
routed by force of arms. It is to the interest of the 
medical profession to complicate the subject to the 
utmost degree, and to keep the people as ignorant 
Not satisfied with a hundred diseases, 
they are inventing new ones every day. They would 
like to hay a thousand, with an equal number of 
treatmenta and drug preparations. 

Pretty much, if not all, of these different so-called 
diseases arise from & common cause. They are 
merely the different symptoms or effects produced 
by—what? The quack will tell you, The blood 
doctor that.” Of course the blood is wrong. bui 
that is an effect, and it ia folly to tinker at effects. 
The cause back of all is a lack of vital force, func 
tional derangement, morbid chronic conditions, like 
the ruts and gullies and hard irregular surfaces of a 
“summer fallow.” The remedy is the breaking up, 
the plowing, harrowing, and mellowing process, the 
coming back to infancy, to nature, to an equilibrium. 

There are vital tides which ebb and flow, whose 
action helps to keep us in tune with nature. There 
is a certain periodicity in our bodies in health by. 
whose unconscious action we coms around home to 
nature at intervals of greater or less duration ac- 
cording to circumstances, and are restored to vital 
unity and harmony with her. We should carefully 
discern and so order our habits of life as to promote 
this periodicity ; for upon its constant action and 


‘ever-changing conditions depends our health. Ibis 


4 


a coming back every week or two, or a month at 
most, into vital rapport with nature, getting our 
nerve sensations quickened, our secretory and ex- 
cretory function set right, and adding fresh bright- 
ness and sweetness to life. Ib is like the alternations 
of night acd day, of cloud and sunshine. The fail- 
ure of this periodicity is the beginning of morbid 
conditions and chronic ill health. 

Remedies or treatments which fall short of 4 
thorough breaking. up of morbid conditions do no 
more good than sowing seed on the hard surface of 
a road- track. If nature says, in acts, that a man 
must bs made weak, relaxed, and sick before she can 
do her work of elimination and repair, that settles it. 
She built the machine and ought to know. Her 
methods should be our.methods. Weskness and 
sickness, then, are for a purpose. They are remedial 
agents—to be hailed as a blessing and co-operated 
with instead of regarded as an enemy, to be “cured” 
as quickly as possible. Nature generally has her 
way and takes her time, though the doctor invariably 
works directly against her. She has to repair the 
damaged machine and fight the doctor and his treat- 
ment at the same time. If she cures the patient in 
spite of the doctor, he gets the credit and psy, which 
are not his by right. p 

Nature's processes are slow. In the breaking-up 
process she cannot, in a day, a week, or a month, 
re-animate organs and parts and restore them to life 
that hav been practically dead for years. But giv 
her plenty of time and supply the proper nutrition, 
and she will work wonders. After years of sinniag 
a good job of regeneration involves a sacrifice of 
time, if not of dignity and money. Politics, busi- 
ness, theology—everything must be thrown aside as 
of trifling importance in comparison with the matter 
in hand. What is worth doing at all is worth doing 
well. Haste always makes poor work. 

The patient, being reduced to practical infancy, 
should be put on infant diet—liquid food, principally 
milk, with but little solids. The more liquid the 
consumptiv patient can be made to appropriate the 


` better. It should be taken into the stomach slowly, 


imitating as near as practicable the infant's manner 
of feeding. The Turkish ladies take on their enor 
mous flesh by & suction, milk diet. à 
Thirty-three years ago I was filling a government 
hay contract on the O-ka-ta in New Mexico. Our 
Mexican hands had been telling s wonderful story 
about a dead man who had come to life at a sheep 
ranch about twelve miles down on Red river ; and so 
one Sunday Oharley Spangler, my partner, and I 
mounted our horges and rode there. We found the 
man, and a fatter, grosser, hairier, healthier specimen 
of the genus homo we had rarely met before. He 
told us the facts which had given rise to the story. 


He was a printer by the name of Atwood or Atwell. 
He had been very low with consumption, and when 
his physician told him he had only two months to liv, 
he started to find his father in Albuquerque. After 
riding seventy five miles a day for two days on the 
overland mail stage, he was left for burial, as good 
as dead, at this camp of sheep-herders. In the herd 
of two thousand sheep which was under the care of 
this family of Mexicans there were about two hun- 
dred goats. Upon the milk, curd, and whey from 
these gosts the herders subsisted almost entirely. 
And this was the diet which had transformed a 
sack of almost lifeless bones icto a rugged piece cf 
humanity. 

From thst day to this, I hav been pondering and 
dreaming aboui this problem of the sges—the prob- 
lem that the world has so long been seeking to 
solve—a cure for consumption. 

Sometimes I dare to indulge the hope that I hav 
found it—picked it up from under the very feet of 
the millions of educated physicians who hav been 
hunting for it. If I hav not found it, then I hav 
only failed as hundreds of “Jesrned” men ka: dore 
bofore. i 

When Dr. Koch had laid bis “regular,” mioro- 
acopical, lymphatic egg, the whole world of ‘“regu- 
lars” cackled and went to setting on it. But it 
wouldn't hatch. Like all orthodox eggs it was 
addled, 

There is much more that I might say, with prcfis 
possibly to some; but this article is already too long. 
Whatever its value as a contribution to the world's 
stock of spesulations aud theories, and time will tell 
as to that, I dedicate it to the good fellows (my 
brothers and sisters) who make up TH TRUTH SEEKER 
family. S. R. Suerazep. 

Leavenworth, Han. 

— — — — 
The Fight On in Georgia. 

Ex- Senator Warren Smitb, from Tennessee, came 
to Dahlonega a few months since to inspeet some 
mining property. Being an out-spoken Infidel, he 
soon incurred the displeasure of the pious devotees 
of the church. The following notices from the local 
papers explain themselvs : 

Ex Senator Warren Smith's lecture on last Sunday evening 
was well attended. Although the majority of those present 
differed from the speaker in religious opinions, yet everybody 
seemed interested in his bold, original utterances He took 
the ground that the theological idea of evil was false and 
erroneous, because it impeached the goodness, wisdom, and 
power cf the Infinit. God with infinit goodnessto prompt, 
infinit wisdom to dire ct. and infinit power to execute, can 
not make any mistakes. To say that conditions adverse to 
good found lodgmert in a universe presided over by om- 
nipotence, is an idea fostered by ignorance and discreditable 
to the intellectual and moral status of the age. 

The speaker then offered some clear and philosophical rea- 
sons tO prove that evil was in harmony with the divine 
economy, and necessary to the development of good. 

After the close of the lecture, several perplexing questions 
were asked, and the answers, so readily and appropriately 
given, proved the speaker’s fund of information covered a 
wide and diversified range of thought. His knowledge of 
ecclesiastical history and the Bib'e would eminently qualify 
him to preach the gospel; but he is ‘“spoiled "—irredeemably 
spoiled by the acceptance of philosophical ideas that are at 
variance with Christian theology. Long ago he should hav 
read and proflted by Paul's timely admonition to his brother 
Colossians: ‘‘ Beware lest any man spoil you with philoso- 
phy.” There is no doubt that Brother Smith is incurably 
spoiled. 

WARREN BMITH'8 REPLY TO CITIZEN.” 

Eprrog Nuaazt: In a recent issue of the Signal appeared 

an article over the name of ‘‘ Citizen” that is so antedilu- 


vian, narrow-minded, and proscriptiv in sentiment that I feel | 


it should not go unrebuked. 

This writer starts out with the statement that the N. G. A. 
College is chartered with the express provision that the 
Bible and its teachings should be observed in the school.” 
To start with, we pronounce this statement false and utterly 
devoid of truth, as neither the Bible” or its teachings” 
are mentioned in the charter or its amendments. The ques- 
tion now is, why did this pious devotee of a man-degrading 
theology perpetrate a palpable falsehood in the first sentence 
of his article? The reason is obvious, as he has illustrious 
examples to justify him. Paul in Rom. iii confesses himself 
a liar, and justifies himself in the following language: For 
if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto 
his glory why am I also judged as a sinner?” Eusebius, one 
of the early church fathers and distinguished ecclesiastical 
historians, beads the.thirty.second chapter of his twelfth 
book of evangelical preparation with these words: How 
far it is good to use falsehood as a medici for the benefit of 
those who require to be deceived ?" and then writes a score 
of pages to prove it is right to lie and deceive when the glory 
of God and the advancement of the church require it. But 
a few months ago the New York Sun branded the Rev. De 
Witt Talmage as an unmitigated liar avd he never resented 
it. Thus do we find that ‘‘ Citizen? has standard Christian 
examples in the prevarication business, and on this ground 
he no doubt feels a sweet sense of consolation. Then there 
is another reason for Christian violation of the moral law, 
and that is that Jesus paid it all.” This fact givs them 
special license to sin; for are not we constantly reminded 
from the Bible and pulpit that ‘‘ righteousness is but as filth 
and rags,” and the *' greater the sin the greater the mercy,” 
and while the lamp holds out to burn the vilest sinner may 
return?” This is one reason why our penitentiaries are filled 
exclusivly with Bible believers, and that the colony in Canada 
consisting of over one thousand forgers and defaulters are, 
without a single exception, prominent members of the church 
end officials of the Sunday-schools. 

Christians hav no: more right to introduce Bible instruc- 
tion in colleges and echools supported by general t»xation, 
than the Jew has to introduce his Talmud, or the Infidel the 
works of Thomas Paine; and when they do, they violate the 
constitutional right of every Jew and Agnostic in the state 
who pay taxes for public school purposes. 


Citizen is deeply exercised over the fact that the young 
men and women coming here may imbibe some of the doc- 
trins of an Infidel who is in Dahlonega giving free lectures. 
Well, we don’t think a little Infidel principle would be detri- 
mental to their future moral character. Bam Jones, ina 
sermon preached in Chicago on March 8, 1886, said: ** Nine 
gamblers out of ten are raised in Christian families, and 
trained in Christian Sunday-schools.” It would be a poor 
Tandel family that could not make a better showing than 
that, 

But that there is real consolation in the Bible for a certain 
class I admit. 

‘Phe drunkard derives an exquisit pleasure from reading 
passages in the blessed book like the following : 

“ Giv strong drink to him who is ready to perish and 
wine to those who are heavy-hearted, and let him drink and 
forget his poverty and remember his misery no more? 
(Prov. xxvi, 6, 7). : 

* Drink thy wine with & merry heart, for God now ac- 
cepteth thy works” (Eccl. ix, 7) 

“ Drink! yea, drink abundantly, oh, believers” (Sol. 
Song, v, 1) 

** Drink no longer water, but take wine for your stomach’s 
sake ” (Paul to Timothy) 

These passages, with many others, are very consoling to 
the unfortunate victim of strong drink, and encourage him 
in his downward career. We are proud to say that in the 
broad range of Infidel literature, not one word can be found 
to encourage or uphold the vile curse of intemperance. 
The libertin likewise derives great consolation from the 
Bible. When he reads that delectable little Sunday-scbool 
story about Good Old Lot” getting beastly drunk and de- 
spoiling the innocence of both his daughters, it no doubt 
has a tendency to inspire him with emotions 80 pure, refined, 
and elevated that he feels near akin to the blessed angele. 
Then the murderer is consoled by learning that David, the 
sacred Psalmist, the man after God's own heart,” was a 
vile murderer, adulterer, liar, and polygamist; and yet our 
unsuspecting children are taught in the Sunday-schools that 
these old reprobates are examples of righteousness. No 
wonder our land is disgraced by murder, adultery, and 
crime in general, when our children aie taught lessons 20 
loathsome and degrading! We are glad no such indorse- 
ments of wrong can be found in the writings of any Infidel 
extant. “By their fruits ye shall know them.” And yet 
“ Citizen ” reprobates the Infidel lecturer because he refutes 
to degrade his manhood a d outrage his every feeling of 
moral sense and decency by accepting this hideous carica. 
ture oa virtue and morality—this driveling, offensiv rot, as 
divine truth. Please excuse me, ‘‘ Citizen ;" if your buzzard 
appetite can swallow and digest the disgusting mess, please 
don’t try to force it on others whose sense of refinement 
causes them to loathe and abhor it. 

We are not alarmed at your appeal to, the people not to 
allow any more free lectures, but we think the majority cf 
the people of Dahlonega hav too strong a sense of justice, 
and too much regard for constitutional rights, to heed auy 
of your silly suggestions. Iam glad I liv under an Infidel 
constitution that prevents your kind from meeting Infidel 
arguments with the rack and fagot as they used to do. 

WAEREN SMTTEH. 


This fearful arraignment of the church and ortho- 
dox doctrins called out the following suggestion 
from the Signal: 

It is not politic to tackle a lion in his den. A hint to the 
wise is sufficient. : 

They may subside, but the seed is sown. The 
leaven of Freethought is at work, and a hundred 
students hav imbibed ideas that will forever spoil 
them as material for orthodox converte. 

Why cannot the Liberals of America keep such 
advocates as Senator Smith in the field? The results 
of this demonstration here cannot be esiimated. It 
has brcken the power of the church, and given ortho- 
doxy a stab from which it will not soon recover. 
It has set scores of young men to thinking in lines 
of thought entirely foreign to all their thinking ex- 
perience. Let the good work go on, until man and 
woman are emancipated from the state of ignorance . 
and slavery church superstition has fastened on them. 

Nashville, Tenn. N. W. WirnkisoN 


— 8 
How to Help The Trath Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and 
thus save a half dollar apiece. : 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand 
or in bis shop window. Be sure that he displays the 
pictures. . 

3 Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to take off his 
bands nt the end of ihe week any that remain unsold. 
If he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
amorg your acquaintances. On your request, we 
will send you back-number sample copies free. 

5 Leave a copy occasionally. where it will be 
picked up—in the train, in the factory, in the 
meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Leave it picture-side up. 

6 Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracte, 
and when convenient band one to a friend. . 

7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend 


to take it. 
—— MM 

I veem praying mean and unmanly. I do not 
mind getting down on my knees to look for a pin 
when I hav dropped it; but I shoüld never dream of 
getting down on my knees to look for a god. Ifa 
god be a god I ean find him best standing on my 
feet, towering.to the highest standard of my man- 
hood and nobleness, and groping on the remote 
frontiers of being for the Mystery which is in har- 
mony with the yearnings of my soul. I am con- 
vinced that no god that is really a god likes to see 
man debase himself and cut a figure as a “ worm of 
the dust. Saladin. 
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Every Liberal Should Hav It. 


Brunas, Mo., May 27, 1891. 
Your “ Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book "at hand, and 
I hav already passed several hours in looking over it. It 
should be in the hands of every Liberal-minded man on 
whose mind time hangs heavy. In looking at Heston’s 
pictures he will not faint, nor shall he be weary. 
Yours truly, JASPER BRADSBURY. 
et (— 


Our.British Brethren; 


. Considerable interest has been expressed as to the 
welfare of the National Secular Society of England. 
The resignation of the presidency by Mr. Bradlaugh 
at the 1890 conference, and that great leader's subse- 
quent death, were thought by some to be a too 
severe strain upon its cohering qualities, especially 
` as many of the members were really only personal 
followers of Mr. Bradlaugh. But if we may judge 
from the report of the conference of the society 
held last month, Mr. Bradlaugh chose wisely when 
he selected the new president, for that gentleman has 
proved a capable executiv, and under his leadership 
the society has gained more members than it did 
in either of the two previous years. Next to Mr. 
Bradlaugh Mr. Foote is the natural leader of the 
English Secularists, and his conduct of the affairs of 
the Society will prepare even those who doubted to 
indorse Mrs. Basant’s opinion that he is a very clever 
man. 

At the Annual Conference for 1891, held May 17th, 
there were delegates present from thirty-six branches, 
as the local societies are called, and more would hay 
been represented had not the grip incapacitated the 
persons chosen. Mr. Foote presided. The report 
of the executiv showed an improvement in member- 
ship and finances. In 1888-9 four hundred and 
ninety-two joined the Society; in 1889-90 seven 
hundred and nine; in 1890-91 the list numbered 
seven hundred and ninety-four. There was also an 
increase in the society's income. The balance in 
hand of the General Fund rose from £172 138. 4d. to 
£217 11s. 7d. There was also a slight increase from 
£37 10s. 8d. to £38 0s. 7d. in the Benevolent Fund 
balance, “after a fairly liberal expenditure.” The 
Society will open its new year’s financial account 
with the sum of £100 left to its president and 
intended for the Society's use. Twelve new branches 
were formed during the year in England, one in 
India, and one in Trinidad. “Throughout the coun- 
try,” said Mr. Foote, “there is apparent a revival of 
Freethought activity. Vigorous fresh efforts are 
being made at Leeds and Bradford, where the 
branches are reinforced with new blood. The Liver- 
pool branch is in an improved position, and is mak- 
ing headway with its scheme for erecting a Secular 
hall. Progress is also reported from Manchester. 
The branches included in the Northeastern Federa- 
tion hav been specially activ, and very successful 
lecturing tours hay been made in the district by 
Mesers. Foote, Moss, and Hunt. The London Secu- 
lar Federation has carried on a most energetic propa- 
ganda. During the summer its open-air lecture sta. 
tions were assisted by a liberal grant from your Cen 


tral Fund, and during the winter the Federation has 
organized many courses of free lectures in various 
parts of the metropolis, thus reaching a large num- 
ber of persons otherwise inaccessible. The North 
Middlesex Federation has likewise done a great deal 
of useful outdoor work. Your executiv is also happy 
to state that progress is being made in Ireland by 
the Uleter branch. It operations are at present con- 
fined to Belfast, but it is growing in strength and 
contemplates taking premises in one of the first 
streets in the city.” 

It will be seen from this summary that the new 
president is hopeful and has reason for his hope. 
But the death of Mr. Bradlaugh has seriously hin- 
dered one part of the work of the society—the repeal 
of the,blasphemy laws. Nothing further has been 
done, though Mr. Foote, citing the case of Dr. Voel- 
kel of Germany, and perhaps with an eye turned 
backward to his own prison cell, is aware that no 
safety for Freethinkers exists in any country where 
such laws are upon the statute books. And the 
“Society for the Legalization of Bequests,” of which 
Mr. G. J. Holyoake is president, has not yet succeeded 
in getting any member of Parliament to take charge 
of a bill. “Unless something is done before long 
by this body, whose action there is no desire to 
obstruct,” said Mr. Foote to the delegates, “it will 
be necessary for your president, in concert with 
your executiv, to see if judicious pressure can be 
put upon some member of Parliament with a reputa- 
tion for liberality in matters of religion.” We trust 
that the “judicious pressure will prevail, for it is a 
shame that a man cannot ‘eave money for Freethought 
purposes if he so desires; and another legal outrage 
is that no Freethought public institution can exist. 
The proposed Bradlaugh Memorial Ha! must be 
held by trustees who can, if they choose, convert it 
into a church. Such a contingency will be made as 
remote as possible by electing no one as trustee 
who is not a member of the National Secular Society, 
but it is there, and is a constant danger. Girard 
College is an example of just such infamy. 


Mr. Foote reports that in Australia, one of the: 


Society’s vice-presidents, Mr. Joseph Symes, “has 
battled with many and great difficulties st Mael- 
bourne, and has overcome them all. Mr. Symes's 
friends hay raised a beautiful Hall of Science, where 
be lectures on Sundays; his paper, the Liberator, 
increases in circulation ; and the current abuse of 
Secularism in the colony is mixed with a growing 
respect for its numerical strength.” This is not 
quite accurate, for the latest Liberators report a dis- 
sension in Mr. Symes’s society between the Secular- 
ists and Anarchists,“ and that the latter hav capt- 
ured the hall from Mr. Symes. Another vice- 
president of the Society, Mr. W. W. Colline, “has 
been tossed from pillar to post in consequence of the 
bigotry of the Sydney government in closing licensed 
halls against him; but the Secularists are building a 
hall of their own, in which Mr. Collins will lecture 
and organize. Mr. Wallace Nelson has also been 
activ in lecturing and debating at the antipodes.” In 
South Africa, too, there is considerable extension of 
Freethought reported to London. “Several mem- 
bers of the Society, who continue their member- 
ship, hav emigrated to that part of the British do- 
minions, and a large quantity of Freethought litera- 
ture is sent out there for sale and distribution. One 
member is collecting donations for the Bradlaugh 
Memorial" In Oanada, which is now a British de- 
pendency, but which ought to join the American 
Union as soon as the Ohristian part of its popula- 
tion becomes civilized, Mr. Foote reports that Mr. 
Charles Watts maintains his journal, and during the 
past winter has discoursed to very large audiences in 
the Toronto Academy of Music. Captain Adams, 
the president of the Canadian Union, has also ad- 
dressed large audiences at Montreal." 

The Society fraternally holds out its hand to the 
Freethinkers of the United States. ‘ Your Society,” 
said its president, “has no official connection with 
the Freethinkers of America, though a closer union 
is contemplated in a resolution on the Agenda.” 
The resolution alluded to is * that some steps should 
be taken with a view to accomplishing a closer inti- 
macy between the National Secular Society and the 
Freethought organizations of the English colonies 
and the United States of America.” So far as the 
United States are concerned there will be no diffi- 
culty. American and English Freethinkers, as far 


[as we hav observed, get along famously together; 


and if any matter arises on which the heretics of the 
two countries can march side by side, we opine tha 

the steps of both will be equal. Mr. Foote, how 

ever, seems to be concerned that we over here are 
slack in the faith. “The American Secular Union,” 
he says, “scarcely seems to fulfill its former promis. 
One thing, however, has been done by President 
Westbrook, He has given a prizs of one thousand 
dollars for the best practical Manual of Secular 
Ethics. The volume is to be published shortly, and, 
the prize having been awarded by competent judges, 
it may be found of real value in all parts of the 
English-speaking world" The American Free- 
thought journals, Mr. Foote thinks, hold their own, - 
and must be preparing a rich harvest for future 
years. 

The Bradlaugh Memorial Hall project is well un- 
der way. Up to the present the sum of four hun- 
dred and twenty pounds has been collected. In 
addition a Bradlaugh Memorial Hall company has 
been formed, with a capital of ten thousand pounds, 
in one pound shares. The company’s prospectuses 
are in circulation, and applications for shares are re- 
ceived daily. The donations collected will event- 
ually be invested in the Hall company in the names 
of selected trustees. “Owing to the villainous state 
of the law,” says Mr. Foote, “the trust will only be 
& moral one, but every possible precaution. will be 
taken to secure the investments as a permanent en- 
dowment of your society.” Asumof six hundred 
pounds has been collected also to purchase from Mr. 
Bradlaugh’s creditors the printing plant of the 
National Reformer for his daughter. 


The conference throughout was harmonious. The 
only point on which much feeling was aroused was 
whether non-members of the society should be made 
members of the Bradlaugh Memorial Oommittee. 
This discussion was principally for and against Mrs. 
Besant, who from her long friendship with Mr. 
Bradlaugh is thought by some to be entitled to the 
honor, while others oppose her because she is a The- 
osophist and has resigned her connection with the 
society, alleging that she could not work in harmony 
with the new president. The debate was quite warm, 
but was finally settled by withdrawing the motion to 
instruct the executiv “to add to the Bradlaugh 
Memorial Committee such trusted friends of Mr. 
Bradlaugh as may be willing to coéperate with them 
in doing honor to his memory.” Mrs. Besant, 
therefore, is out in the cold, which seems unjust. 
She has labored for Secularism for many years, and 
has accomplished a great deal. Her close partner- 
ship with Mr. Bradlaugh in his struggles, and the 
signal ability she brought to his aid, ought, it seems 
at this distance, to be recognized by a position on the 


Committee chosen to build a useful monument in his 


honor. Perhaps if she would sacrifice her personal 
dislike to Mr. Foote to the extent of rejoining the 
society of which he is president, he would sacrifice 
his dislike of her by withdrawing his opposition to 
her election to the memorial body.. Her Theosoph- 
ical opinions can hardly destroy her usefulness to the 
committee; nor should she, because of them, be de- 
prived of the honor due her. Mr. Bradlaugh had no 
warmer friend than she, nor none who grieves more 
sincerely over his death. 

Mr. Foote made the closing speech of the confer- 
ence, a duty that for many years fell to Mr. Brad- 
laugh. Our contributor, Mr. A. B. Moss, preceded ` 
him, together with G. Standring—a warm friend of 
the founder of this paper and highly valued by the 
present Editor—J. M. Robertson, the present editor 
of the National Reformer, Mr. Stanley Jones, and 
Mr. Forder. . Mr. Foote's speech was roundly ap- 
plauded, and he has evidently won a place with the 
supporters of the Society. In his paper, Zhe Free- 
thinker, considering the Oonference and its future 
work he says: 


„The National Secular Society has held another success- 
ful conference, and mapped out a great deal of fresh work. 
Resolving to do this is easy enough; the doing of it far 
more difficult. But it can be done if the president and exec- 
utiv; who mean business, are loyally and earnestly sup- 
ported by the members throughout the country. Some are 
able to take their share of the work, others are able to swell 
meetings and circulate literature, and others are able to con- 


‘tribute financially. Persons who are afraid to lose in busi- 


ness or position by an open connection with our party, should 
at least subscribe liberally, and help to provide the sinews 
of war for those who fight under the Freethought flag. 

** By and by, when the law of England givs us security for 
our property, our party will do some ‘ constructiv’ work. 
Nay, it will begin that task when the Bradlaugh Memorial 
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Hall is raised in London, whether the law is altered or not. 
Premises, at any rate, are indispensable to such experiments. 
A name is nothing without a local habitation, at least in a 
climate like this. Mean while our ‘ constructiv’ work must 
be the destruction of theology, and the preparation of the 
mental soil for the growth of sound ideas—ideas based on 
science, history, and common sense, and inspired by the sen- 
timent of humanity. 

„Those who imagin that theology is dead, and that Free- 
thought has only to cultivate its ‘true inwardness, are 
basking in a fools paradise. Tolerance is in no sense the 
child of religion; it is the offspring of skepticism and 
indifference. Less than fifty members voted for Mr. Brad- 
laugh’s bill to abolish the blasphemy laws. Let the Free- 
thought propaganda languish, and the fifty would soon be 
reduced to forty, to thirty, to twenty, to ten, to zero. We 

shall never gain freedom and justice by tickling theology 
into good temper. It will never relinquish the smallest of 
its privileges. All we win must be eatorted. That is the 
lesson of all history, and it is as true to-day as ever. Those 
who cease to fight for the rights they hav not will lose the 
rights they hav.” 

We trust that next year will show still greater 
gains for our English brethren. Their leadership we 
believe will be wise; may their support of the cause 
be proportioned to the efforts made to advance it— 
and we believe, too, that it will be, for there are 
many English Secularists in this country and they 
are among the most enthusiastic and able toilers in 
the cause. We extend to Mr. Foote and to the Na- 
tional Secular Society assurances that the closer 
union sought with the Freethinkers of this country 
will not be rejected. 

— — a a — 
The Evasions of John B. Alden. 

Mr. John B. Alden publishes a “ Manifold Cyolo- 
pedia of Knowledge and Language" in forty vol- 
umes. One of our subscribers is also a subscriber 
to the cyclopedia. In volume 27 he found an article 
on Thomas Paine, in which is repeated the palpable 
lie that Benjamin Franklin advised Paine to burn 
his * Age of Reason.” Mr. Merritt at once wrote to 
Mr. Alden, and his letter explains the nature of Mr. 
Alden’s offense : 


mind, but there ig no confusion in regard to Paine 
and Franklin. 

1. Franklin died April 17, 1790. 

2. Thomas Paine began the first part of his “ Age 
of Reason” in the latter part of 1793, and hurried 
it to completion when he found he was to be arrested, 
finishing it just six hours before arrest. That he did 
not write any of it before the latter part of 1793 is 
proved from his own words in the preface to the 
second part. He says: “I hay mentioned in the 
former part of ‘The Age of Reason,’ that it had long 
been my intention to publish my thoughts upon re- 
ligion; but that I had originally reserved it to a 
later period in life, intending it to be the last work 
I should undertake. The circumstances, however, 
which existed in France in the latter end of the year 
1798 determined me to delay no longer.” 

The second part of “The Age of Reason” was 
written partly while in prison, and completed later, 
being published early in 1795. 

The dishonesty of Mr. Alden in this matter, or 
his ignorance, is at once apparent. The “one part 
written between Paine’s accusation and arrest" was 
the frst part; he had delayed committing his 
thoughts on religion to paper until the latter part of 
his life, and he then believed that he would soon see 
the end, and it was an accident that he did not. 
The second part was written after the first. There 
was no part at all, not one leaf, that could hav been 
shown to Franklin, for not one word of it was 
written until the “circumstances which existed in 
France in the latter part of 1793 determined " Paine 
* to delay it no longer." There are no "authorities" 
favoring the “supposition” alleged. It is a down- 
right falsehood, invented to save the falsifiers of 
Paine's history. 

When Paine returned to America in 1802 he pub- 
lished a series of “ Letters to the Citizens of the 
United States,” in one of which he says: “In my pub- 
lications I follow the rule I began with in ‘Common 
Sense ;’ that is, to consult nobody, nor to let any- 
body see what I write till it appears publicly.” 
Mr. Alden will hav to squirm some more before he 
clears his reputation as a dishonest cyclopedist; and 
if all the articles in his publication are like this on 
Paine, it is indeed a valuable publication. 

— — E — — 
Editorial Notes. 

Amone the bills introduced in the Florida legislature is one 
making Atheists competent witnesses in courts, and another 
restraining railroads and mining companies from desecrat- 
ing the Christian Sabbath.” This latter will prohibit running 
or loading or unloading local freight trains on Sunday. The 
first bill is a step toward securing equal human rights; the 
other would take them away. 


“ BrAINE, Wasu., March 22, 1891. 

“Joun B. ALDEN, New York—Dear Sir: I am in receipt 
of volume 27 of the ‘ Manifold Cyclopedia.’ 

."I wish to call your attention to what seems to mea 
glaring mistake in the article ‘Thomas Paine.’ In it I find 
the following: ‘ At the trial of Louis XVI., says Madame de 
Staél, Thomas Paine alone proposed what would hav done 
honor to France if it had been accepted—the offer to the 
king of an asylum in America—by which he offended the 
Mountain party; and in 1793 Robespierre caused him to be 
ejected from the convention, on the ground of his being a 
foreigner, and thrown into prison. During his imprison- 
ment he wrote The Age of Reason, Against Atheism and 
Against Christianity, and in favor of Deism." ' The last sen- 
tence-on the same page says: ‘ Benjamin Franklin advised 
him to burn it before it was seen by any other person.’ 

% Now, I find in volume 15 that Franklin died on April 17, 
1790, some three years before Thomas Paine was thrown 
into prison in France, and consequently three years before 
‘The Age of Reason’ was written. Will the author of 
the article Thomas Paine please explain how it is possible 
for one person to advise another to burn something before 
anyone else sees it, when, in fact, it is not in existence for 
three years after the adviser’s death ? 

“When the author accuses Thomas Paine with being 
ignorant in his attack on Christianity, does he not unwit- 
tingly open himself to the same charge. 

“ Yours for the truth alone, Joun M. MznnrTT." 


Instead of correcting the misstatements in his 
eyelopedia, Mr. Alden sought to evade the matter, 
and in doing so has mixed himself up with false- 
hoods and evasions and unsupported suppositions 
and dishonest conclusions so completely as to make 
it plain that he cares neither to ascertain the facts 
nor to tell the truth about Paine. This is what he 
says: 

„Mk. Joun W. Mzzzrrr, Blaine, Wash.—Dear Sir: Re- 
plying to your favor of March 22d, we hav given careful 
attention to your criticism. There is merely a confusion of 
dates, perhaps through typogtaphical error. The words 
quoted, ‘during his imprisonment,’ also should be changed. 
Authorities show that one part of the ‘Age of Reason’ was 
written between Paine’s accusation and arrest. Another 
part of it may hav been shown to Franklin in manuscript, 
having been written before Franklin's death ; and the best 
authorities favor this supposition. We are obliged to you 
for calling attention to the incongruity in our statement. 
*During his imprisonment, etc., should be changed to 
Not long before his imprisonment, he wrote a part of the 
** Age of Reason,”’ etc. Benjamin Franklin’s advice also 
should be changed from ‘Burn it, etc., to ‘Burn this 
piece,’ etc. 

„As to the ‘ignorance’ of Paine's attack on Christianity, 
it is undeniable that far stronger attacks can be made than 
was his, by reason of great modern increase of scientific and 
other knowledge. Yours truly, J. B. ALDEN.” 


There may be a confusion of dates in Mr. Alden’s 


set on his head, another in prison, a cashier under arrest, a 
city treasurer in the grip of the law for embezzlement— 
these are some of the results of a great financial scandal in 
Philadelphia. And the parties are all prominent church 
folks and good Christians ! 


Ir Charles Bradlaugh had lived he would hav made the 
position of the prince of Wales a little more disagreeable 
than it now is. That sturdy republican would hav used the 
unmasking of the royal gambler as a text for asking some 
pertinent questions and for preaching some sound doctrin as 
to the duty of representativs of a people. Perhaps Labou. 


most desirable lesson from the exposure of the nobility in 
the late baccarat trial scandal. It needs a Bradlaugh to 
make them comprehend its enormity. 


Tue directors of the Union Theological Seminary hav 
decided to retain Professor Briggs as teacher of biblical 
theology, notwithstanding his condemnation by the general 
assembly. The offense of the professor is that in teaching 
biblical theology he has substantially adopted the views of 
the German and English rationalistic theologians that the 
Bible is largely anonymous, and consists in great part of 
books which are mere records of Jewish traditions written 
by fallible authors, and that they must be judged and studied 
as.the work of men and not of God. The retention of Pro- 
fessor Briggs, therefore, is a notice that Union Seminary 
proposes to be at least a little liberal in its conduct, and that 
its students may study the Bible with eyes at least partially 
open. 


Monpay, June ist, Mr. Harman and his counsel went to 
Leavenworth, Kan., to prosecute the appeals from the dis- 
trict courts of Kansas and Missouri in the United States 
circuit court. Arriving at the court room they found Judge 
Raynor of Wyoming, instead of Judge Caldwell, on the 
bench. After waiting till Tuesday noon they were told that 


their offices. 


should open any letter not addressed to himself. 
Day has learned that an itinerant official known as post- 


Two banks robbed, three banks wrecked, the city ae 
despoiled of half a million dollars, the state funds looted to 
the amount of a million dollars, the character of a dead bank 
president destroyed, another president a fugitiv, with a price 


chere may attempt to do it, but the English people seem to 
be too thorough toadies to miserable royalty to learn the 


Judge Caldwell would not put in an appearance during this 
session of the court, and by agreement of attorneys the Luci. 
fer cases are allowed to go over; whether till another term 


or to be heard during vacation has not yet been decided 
upon. The authorities, it seems, are in no particular hurry 


to try the defendant, which is well, for it leaves him at liberty 
for a while longer to work against the outrageous Com- 


stock ” law. 


"WANAMAKERB'S subordinates hav queer ways of conducting 
The Anti-lottery act passed by the last Con- 
gress distinctly provided that no postmaster or other ‘person 
But To. 


office inspector took thirty-five sealed letters from the El 


Paso post-office and opened and read them at his own lodg- 
ings. 


The statute itself is bad enough, comments To. Day, 
but as interpreted by the petty officials it is an intolerable 
invasion of our most fundamental rights. In the same town 
the postmaster confiscated the entire mail edition of the 
Times and refused its transmission through the mails because 
the paper contained a synopsis of the decision of the Louis- 
jana supreme court to compel the secretary of state to sub- 


mit to popular vote an amendment extending the charter of 


the lottery company. A Republican paper containing the 
same decision, it is said, was mailed without objection. 
The postmaster has been arrested on the charge of unldw- 
fully detaining mail matter. 


Tae Methodist church is at last feeling the general im- 
provement through unbelief of theology. A man who does 
not believe in hell can join that church, according to its 
New York organ, which replies to the question, ‘Ought a 
person who says ‘I cannot believe in eternal punishment’ 
to be received into full membership?" as follows: We 
should receive such a person into full membership, provided 
he did not propose to express views of eternal punishment 
antagonistic to the doctrin of the Methodist Episcopal 
church upon that subject. If he believed in future punish- 
ment, but simply could not acknowledge its eternity, and 
did not feel called upon to propagate his doubts, and in all 
other respects was suitable to be received, we should re. 
ceive him. But if he was going to antagonize the accepted 
doctrin of the church upon that subject, he is not a suitable 
person to be received. ‘Him that is weak in the faith re- 
ceive ye, but not to doubtful disputations,’ or, as others 
translate it, to judge his doubtful disputations.” Objections 
that this is putting a premium on hypocrisy might stand; 
but it shows that the Methodist church folks are not now as 
in the days of Wesley. 


Mn. Pxcor, of Rome, professional pope, has given so much 
of the world as cares to read his lucubrations a paper called 
an encyclical. The subject is the labor question. We 
{observe the plural of majesty!] approach the subject,” he 
says, with confidence, and in the exercise of the rights 
which belong to us [note his modesty]. For no practical 
solution of this question will ever be found without the 
assistance of religion and of the church. It is we who are 
the chief guardian of religion and the chief dispenser of 
what belongs to the church, and we must not by silence 
neglect the duty which lies upon us. Doubtless this most 
serious question demands the attention and the efforts of 
others besides ourselvs—of the rulers of states, of employers 
of labor, of the wealthy, and of the working population 
themselvs for whom we plead. But we affirm without hesi- 
tation that all the striving of men will be vain if they leave 
out the church.” His main idea is that God caused man to 
labor; that that mythical personage made some to rule and 
the rest to be ruled; that the rulers should be good to the 
ruled, and the ruled should obey the rulers; and that the 
church, meaning the Roman Catholic, should hav dominion 
over them both. As a statement of what "the church" 
thinks the encyclical is good; for any other purpose it is 
valueless. The world has gone by its propositions years and 
years ago. 


T-wo of our oldest subscribers hav passed away this spring. 
Mr. J. F. Webster, who died in Flushing on the 16th ult., was 
born in Scotland sixty-five years ago, but has for many years 
.been an American citizen. Like most of his countrymen he 
was a thrifty and prudent man, upright in his dealings, 
warm-hearted and benevolent, and consequently highly re- 
garded in the community, though he never concealed the 
fact that he regarded the current religion as false in concep- 
tion and cruel in its creeds. His wife, who survives him, 
shared his views. His body was cremated at Fresh Pond, 
in accordance with his wish. In his death his wife loses a 
loving companion, his town a good citizen, and Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER a generous friend. Mr. Daniel Fleming, of Detroit, 
Mich., had lived out his days, being seventy-nine, when 
on April 20th he laid down his burden. His wife, two years 
older than he, could not bear the separation, and two weeks 
after was laid beside him. Mr. Webster had read Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER twelve years, and Mr. Fleming thirteen. And yet 
another friend went away last month. Mrs. Whittick, wife 
of William Whittick, of Dushore, Pa., died May 29th. Mr. 
and Mrs. Whittick were a couple looked for at Liberal con- 
gresses and conventions ; and though for many years in poor 
health, suffering much pain, Mrs. Whittick ably seconded 
her husband's efforts to make Liberal friends remember the 
couple who seemed so happy in themselvs and did generous 
deeds in so quiet a manner. Everyone who met them liked 
them, and in his great affliction Mr. Whittick is sure of honest 
sympathy from a wide circle of friends. Cremation was 
performed at the Columbarium of the Philadelphia society. 
Mrs. Whittick was but forty-eight years old, but they were" 
years of honor and usefulness. 
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Zetters from friends 


Uva, Wxo., May 29, 1891. 
Mr. Eprroz: Inclosed herewith I rend you $5 for two 
new subscribers. I vote for the cartoons, though I presume 
that their continuation was long ago decided upon. 
Horaog B. Foster. 


Kisestanp, ARK., May 21, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: I am sixty-seven years old. I do not want 
my paper to stop. I cannot get along without the paper. I 
hav been trying to get some one to subscribe and send for 
it, but I cannot. I livin a place of about four hundred in- 
habitants. I am alone, but I will fight them as long as I liv. 
A well-wisher to the TRUTH ÜxEkER cause, 
JonN R. Cross. 


Criston, Ia., June 2, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: We had a very pleasant visit from Prof. W. 
S. Bell on the 25th, 26th, and 27th of last month. He deliv. 
ered his lecture, Liberty and Morality,” in our Bijou Opera 
House on the evening of the 26th to nearly four hundred of 
an audience, and he was greatly pleased to see so many pres- 
ent. We intend giving him a warmer reception on his re- 

turn in the fall. JAMES A. GREENHILL. 


PonTLAND, Orr , May 27, 1891. 
Mz. Evrror: There are a great many Freethinkers in this 
state, and the state Secular Union is already beginning to 
make itself felt in the state legislature, and in a very short 
time we will surely be taxing church property. I look for- 
ward with a great deal of eagerness to the time when there 
will not be a church or a parsonage that will escape taxa- 
tion, and when men will become less selfish, and liv for the 

enjoyment of this life. E. R. Horwvzs. 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. M., May 29, 1891. 
Mr. EprroR: I take great interest in the paper, and in 
“ Letters from Friends.” I vote for the pictures every time, 
and wish I could giv something toward them, but I am 
poor. It isall I can do to keep myself in good standing with 
the Trutn SERKRR family, and I am very sorry to see so 
many in arrears in your list. When the Bible Pictures are 

ready put my name down for one copy and I will remit. 
Yours in search of truth, Jno. T. MURRAY. 


New Mittrorp, O, May 20, 1891. 
Mz. Eprron: I should like to giv some of my experience 
from my boyhood up to the present time, but my age for- 
bids. I am in my eighty-fifth year, having been born in 
1807. Icame to Ohio with my father’s family in 1816, I being 
nine years old the winter before. Well, my folks all at some 
time of their lives had belonged to some church. My father 
and mother were Methodists. I never belonged to any 
church, but hav taken care of the Methodist preacher’s horse 
and caught the chickens to feed the preachers. 
Well, I tried to get at least one subscriber, and thought I 
should, but hav not succeeded. Men in business are afraid 
of boycotting. Sam. R. Mix. 


ManzNGo, ILL., June 5, 1891. 

MR. Eprtor: I regret very much that my arguments con- 
cerning the eventual filling of space with souls, if they exist, 
are beyond the comprehension of Brother Walker; but I 
conceive it to be not owing to the softening of his brain that 
he fails to see the logic of my inferences, ds he facetiously 
observes. I was in hopes that he would continue the discus- 
sion of the space problem until it had become perfectly clear 
to his perception, and thus convince him of the utter im. 
possibility of individual immortality. One thing I cannot 
comprehend on my part, however, and it constitutes the 
point of my argument, and that is, how anyone who accepts 
the predicate of science of the infinity of nature, which of 
course involves eternal soul-evolution extending through in. 
finit space, can fail to see that a plethora of souls would be 
the inevitable result. With this postulate of science as the 
basis of my proposition, can he not see that though each 
planet evolved but one soul, all space would hav been filled 
an eternity ago, because an infinit number of life-evolving 
worlds hav preceded those in existence now ? 

H. WETTSTEIN. 


LxwisTON, PA., June 7, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: The papers are beginning to agitate the 
question of keeping out undesirable foreigners, principally 
from the labor standpoint, and though it is a serious question 
in that view of the case, and ought to be effectually checked 
if possible, still there is another view of the case which is of 
greater importance to the nation, viz , all these men, or the 
great majority of them, are the dupes of the church, and the 
church is bound to get a majority of votes here by fair means 
or foul. These men are naturalized, some by false oaths, 
almost as soon as they land. Everyone is another vote for 
the supremacy of the church. I believe the only means of 
checking the church in its march to supremacy in this land 
is to repeal the naturalization laws. Let no foreigner be 
allowed to vote after 1891, and you would find a great fall- 
ing off in the number .of immigrants. The foreign church 
would then hav no motiv for sending here the population 
they can well spare, and we should be saved from the great- 

est danger that hangs over our glorious republic. J.D. 


OsHKosH, WIS, May 27, 291. 
MR. Eprror: Inclosed you will find money order for a 
trial subscriber with the pictures. Long liv W. Heston. He 
ds a brick. I hav taken Taz TRUTH SEEKER for fifteen years. 
J consider it the best paper published. 
I hav been investigating Spiritualism for over thirty years, 


and in that time hav witnessed many strange things in con- 
nection with it, so that I am almost convinced that we do 
exis! after death, but not fully, so want further proof. Please 
giv the proof, the best you hav got; then if Ella Gibson 
or any others will come forward and demonstrate that spirits 
hav nothing to do with it, let us hav it straight, without 
slur or slang, as honest seekers after the truth. If spirits do 
come tO us, as many claim they do, it would seem to me 
that every honest truth seeker would like to know it fora 
fact; or if, on the other hand, there are those that do know 
that they do not, ie it not to the interest of everyone to know 
it? I would say to Brother H. Wettstein to giv us a rest 
on the crowding business, or until we are dead-sure that we 
are not going to be there. Giv us the proof positiv that we 
are or are not going to be in it. : 

Yours for the truth, R. C. Ri0HARDSON. ` 


Canton, KAN., June 1, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrog: By chance a copy of the Seventh Biennial 
Report of the state board of agriculture of Kansas for the 
year 1890 fell into my hands, and in looking through it I 
found that it contained some statistics from which, if a per- 
son had a good pencil and a little time to figure, he could 
find out something that was not generally known, fl. e., just 
how much we are taxed for Christ's sake. So I figured, and 
I inclose the results in a form that I think would convince 
the most thick-headed son of the church that what he puts 
into the contribution-box is not all that he pays to support 
it, and that Infidels, ag they are called, are compelled to help 
support it, whether they like it or not, in free America. I 
think if this could be done all over the country, and the fig- 
ures brought to the notice of the sainte, that portion of them 
that lie awake nights contriving how they can secure a good 
share of the pavements of the new Jerusalem when they 
get there, and the burden of whose prayers is, 

But, Lord, remember me and mine 
Wi’ fnercies temp’ral and divine, 
That I for gear and grace may shine, 
Excelled by nane, 
And a’ the glory shall be thine, 
Amen, Amen! 
would be with us on this point at least. 

I received the back numbers of Tune TRUTH SEER RR a few 
days ago, and hav distributed the most of them. I will try 
to get you some new-subscribers in a short time. 

Yours for liberty, Caas. D. HILLABOLD. 
MOPHERSON OOUNTY, KAN., BOR THE YEAR 1890. 

The statistics used in this statement are taken from the 
Seventh Biennial Report of the state board of agriculture of 
Kansas, vol. 12, for 1889 and 1890. With the exception of 
the amount of taxable property in the county and amount of 


taxes levied for all purposes for 1890, these figures I got from 
the county clerk. 
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Valuation of county with church property excluded, 
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Rate increased by exemption of church property....... .00 

Taxes increased by exemption of church property...... $8,593 55 
Population of county 1890000brt k ... 21,295 
Amount of church tax per oa zzz d eer eees $ .40 


Ersrwonz, Car., May 27, 1891. 

MR. Epiror: Even here in the wild West with all that is 
beautiful around us, the breath of the church is poisoning 
the pure mountain air. Yet we hope some time, perhaps 
soon, to join hands with our sister states and bound the east 
Pacific by Freethought. In our little village there are a 
number of Infidels, but as yet we hav organized no Liberal 
society, and the churches with undisputed right people the 
future Inferno with our sinful souls—which they are at per- 
fect liberty to do if in the present they will allow us to enjoy 
ourselvs, and excuse us from listening to their eloquent dis- 
courses on the merits of mercy and the church’s brotherly 
love. It is enough to be politely invited to their house of 
worship and go intending to profit by whatever good there 


8 | toleration. 


may be in the discourse and hear nothing but insult to Free- 
thought’s dead heroes, and stale stories of death-bed recant- 
ings witnessed by the servant-girl and proved by whom? 

And as for brotherly love, I feel it all leaving its place to 
anger when I hear them calling upon their God who in his 
“ blessed word ” declares he will (with brotherly love) pun- 
ish forever such as choose not to believe that there is, was, Or 
ever will be a man on this earth heartless enough to kill 
every little baby-boy, even for the gratification and the 
promis of the protection of the Gods. And I think that my 
mercy is quite equal to that of the ** merciful father? who 
cannot even deal mercifully with the imperfections of his 
own creation. It would be grand to hav a children’s paper 
where we might express our half-formed ideas without severe 
criticism, and, clumsy and uncouth as our expression of 
the same might be, fear no ridicule. 

Hoping that this will be the next step of Freethought, I 
am, Your Liberal friend, Epwa Hear. 


Porrvittz, N. Y., March 20, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: As I cannot get along without the grand old 
TRUTH SEEKER, I thought I would send you another dollar. 
Iam a crippled soldier and unable to work, and the govern- 
ment that I fought for givs me the magnificent sum of $8 
per month. Well, I hav been thinking for some time, why can 
we not hav a temple in Washington, D. C? The sky-pilots 
'and their superstitious followers are building great temples 
to worship their great whangdoodle in; and if we could hav 
a national headquarters we might be the better enabled to 
watch them to see that they didn’t bamboozle Uncle Samuel. 
I will giv $10, and if every other Freethinker will giv as 
much according to his means, we shall hava half million 
dollars in less than six months. Let us hear from some one 
and see what a big fool I am. 
Yours for truth and the pansy, 
NATIONAL Home, WIS., June 5, ANNO BSOIENTLE 291. 
Mz. Eprror: It seems beyond the efforts of our republican 
form of government to banish from our public schools the 
superstition and blasphemous obscenity óf a barbarous age. 
Why should this be so? It seems to me that when a law 
was once passed, it should be enforced if possible, or repealed 
without delay. It is no wonder that at the birth of our re- 
public, thousands of the greatest statesmen, in all civilized 
countries, seriously doubted its necessary vigor to prolong ita 
life to anything like the average age of monarchial or des- 
potic governments. f 
There is not sufficient room here to enter into detail on so 
vast and important a subject. Then let this statement suffice 
for the present: Legislation has failed miserably in its ef- 
fort to establish one of the grandest systems of educstion 
ever known to the human race. Now, it requires not super- 
humansagacity to see plainly that unless enlightenment comes, 
and comes speedily, to the rescue of this God crazed people 
our days of freedom will soon be numbered. 
If this government hav not the power to enact and enforce 
a free school law, in opposition to this multitude of raving 
maniacs, superstitious fanatics, the preachers, backed only 
by their senseless creeds, and the ignorance of their more 
senseless dupes, then alas for our boasted freedom! and alas 
for the fruits of our four bloody wars! For the ignorance 
of the Dark Ages and old Jewish savagery still sway the scep- 
ter over our God.afflicted and Bible-crazed people, while the 
legislature, rapt in mute imbecility, sits with bowed head and 
reverential awe listening to the foolish mutterings of the leg. 
islativ sky-pilot at the expense of a downtrodden and 
viciously deluded people. Nzrsos HUNT. 


Joan R. Coats. 


Mounpn Crrx, Kan., May 20, 1891. 

Mr. EnpiTOR: I find it a'most impossible to obtain addi- 
tional subscribers to your valuable paper—would like to get 
a dozen of them. The cry of Hard times” and Cannot 
expend from lack of means," I believe is very general, and is 
not without its argument and cause; but as your paper does 
not discuss that cause I forbear, for the reason that prejudice 
is more sensitiv of its favorit illusion than is very quiet, 
healthy thought or knowledge. S0 I advert only to what is 
usually alluded to in the columns of TE TRUTH SEEKER, and 
made controversial. First, the subject of Spiritualism is 
broached, and its opponents, skeptics many of them, in at- 
tempting criticism become excited and pick at their best Lib. 
eral friends who hav happened to hav added to their stock 
of knowledge a belief in a life hereafter, a spiritual philoso- 
phy that pertains to spiritual existence, or a continued life 
after the visible body is cast off. Well, I, an Atheist, think 
and feel that probably they may be right. It is their kind 
of mental liberty, and they seem to enjoy it. It is their 


.right to enjoy and hold to it, and we as American citizens, 


distinct from the Old World practices of intolerance, should 
ennoble ourselvs and stand on the brosd ground of American 
Admit them as friends, for, in fact, most of them 
are, having left the churcb, which is the enemy of right, or 
assumed independent religious action in matter of opinion. 
In that degree, we may assume for a truth, that we accord . 
to them liberality, they in return will most assuredly ac- 
cord it to us. Let them express their views. Those who 
imagin Spiritualism a dogma of Ch'istianity, or the mod- . 
ern church, may be a little mistaken, for the church's creed 
is, one holy Bpirit (impersonal, more than three), and not 
human spirits passed away from earth conditions. I might 
go on and take up each article separately and point out. 
the useless verbiage or unjust remarks and epithets of many 
of my skeptical friends of Tux TRurH SEERER toward 
those Spiritual communications that from time to time ap- 
pear—the sincere expressions of loving hearts and kind 
wishes tortured with cruel words and sneering phrases. 
The Spiritualists are moving in a harmonious body, striving 
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and who is there in our ranks when the trial hour comes 
that will then withhold to grasp the fraternal hand of friend - 
ship with them? - Yours truly, W. B. Lewis. 


FLAT CREEK, LA., May 26, 1891. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav been taking Tue TRUTH SEEKER for 
eighteen months, and hav been carefully perusing every ar- 
ticle and every line in it, and I find that the Editor's head 
and mine run in the same channel, so that I hav not found a 
singlé point where I could make an issue with the Editor. 
Either his head is always level or mine is always inclined. 
But I could very often take issue with its contributors. 

I hav been carefully reading the discussions on Spiritual- 
ism and Spiritology to try to learn something, and I hav not 
yet received any convincing evidence to sustain the hypothe- 
sis that our spirits or souls continue to liv in the individual 
organized form after the death of the body. Some of your 
correspondents assert positivly and say, “I know,” but 
this does not make me know.. When another man says, 
“I know,” I say he thinks that he knows, but he might be 
mistaken. The Christian sometimes says, I know that my 
redeemer liveth.” The Spiritualist sometimes says, ''I 
know that the spirits do liv after the dissolution of the 
body," but nature contradicts the assertion, and I regard 
nature as the safest teacher. She is my mother and I think 
my mother would be the last person to deceive me. The 
spirits who write messages on slates, etc., are too much like 
the God of Moses. When he wanted to deliver the Decalog 
to his chosen people, instead of coming to their camp to de. 
liver the tables of stone in the sight of all the people he did 
not want to be seen, and went into a cave or canon in the 
mountain to dress his rocks and do his chiseling, and had 
Moses to keep up a big smoke to hide him from the prying 
eyes of his children, and had Moses to stand guard for a 
period of forty days to keep the people’s spies from catching 
him at work. I do not believe that Spiritism is all sham or 
that the mediums are all frauds. I believe that there is mys- 
tery in it and some truth in it which neither we nor the 
mediums can understand. I believe there is in nature an 
occult force and intelligence which knows our unexpressed 
thoughts and can answer our questions in certain ways and 
under certain circumstances, or else some persons, called me: 
diums, can under certain circumstances divine our thoughts, 
which is just as mysterious and inexplicable as the other 
hypothesis. Mankind are so given to the practice of sham 
and humbuggery, and so prone to lying when theré is money 
to be gained by it, that it will not do to place any faith in 
ipse dixtts, and 1 can hav no faith ip the visible appearance 
of spirit bodies and spirit hands, unless they will let me 
touch them, feel of them, and freely handle them. Now, if 
the Spiritualists hav any facts in nature to base their faith in 
disembodied spirits upon, I will gladly receive them. Be- 
yond nature I cannot go, and any faith which is not based 
upon known facts in nature I regard as a superstition. 

i P. F. SguMAKER. 


MazozELINE, Mo., June 2, 291. 

Mz. Eprron: I will add to my late letter a few more ob- 
jections to the Christian scheme. 

George Washington’s existence is reasonable to believe. I 
never hear of one doubting it. But many do doubt Christ's 
resurrection, because it is not reasonable. Men do not do 
80 now, and if one should come to after being thought dead 
for three days it would not infer that he was God, neither 
would it prove that he ever did miracles. 

If there be a God of wisdom, why did he create evil? 
With my limited knowledge, if I had the power to make 
and people a world, I would not create evil. Some say that 
evil ja neceasary in order to cause us the more to appreciate 
the good. Now, if the Bible were true, every Christian must 
love the devil and all his works; for does not the writer of 
the book of Luke make Jesus to say, ‘‘ Love your enemies ?” 
Now, is the devil not God’s enemy, Christ’s enemy, and an 
enemy to all Christians? But a God of infinit wisdom 
could hav created us to love the good and do that which is 
good continually without the existence of evil. If there be 
a God; and he created what we call evil here in this life, it 
seems very unjust. Some say the devil creates all the evil, 
and he is the one that will drag us down to hell. But Isa. 
xlv, 7, makes God to say, ‘‘ I make peace and create evil. 
I the Lord do all these things.” Did the devil write the 
Bible? If he did, then the Christians may say that the devil 
is the one that will damn some people and send them to hell. 
But we find in Matt. xxv, 46; Rev. xx, 10, 15; xiv, 11, where 
the writer makes Christ to say, ‘‘ And these shall go away 
into everlasting punishment, where the beast and the false 
prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night forever 
and ever.. . And whosoever was not found written 
inthe book of life was castinto the lake of fire. . And 
the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever.” 
I believe that portion I hav quoted from Revelation which 
the writer makes John to speak. Still, God allows the devil 
to deceive people. Now, if anyone says that the devil is the 
one who will send some people to hell, they may just as well 
admit that he wrote the Bible, for he has torn down God's 
plans from the very creation, and according to the so-called 
sacred book he has equalif not more power than God, for 
he will get for his share at least two-thirds of the people. 
And in Rev. xvi, 14, we find these words, For they are 
spirits of devils working miracles.” Now, if devils work 
miracles, are they not about as powerful as God himself? 
And we find in 2 Tim. iii, 16, “AN scripture is given by inspi- 
ration of God ;" and in 2 Cor. xi, 17; 1 Cor. vii, 6, 12, these 
words, ‘‘ That which I speak, I speak it not after the Lord. 
I speak this by permission, and not of commandment... . . 
But to the rest speak I, not the Lord." Now, does not the 
Christian get off his head when he declares that every word 


in the Bible is given by inspiration, and that he believes every 
word in it is true? b LM 

Itell you, there are but few of them that read the Bible 
through and through from Genesis to Revelation. 

In the beginning of my letter I said I would tell you what 
Inotice by associating with both Liberals and Christians. 
The Liberals I find all to be broad-minded, reasonable. Even 
those who hav but little book-learning hav great sympathy 
for suffering humanity. Ican say that during my fifteen 
years’ traveling experience I never was charged an extortion- 
ate price for stopping with an Infidel. They do not tbink 
they know all that can be learned, but their minds are open 
to receive more knowledge, and are willing if the views they 
hold can be proved wrong to giv them up and grasp new 
ideas. They are good, charitable people. They trust in 
science and facts, and believe in the religion of humanity. 
They are often represented as being very mean people by the 
Christians. Preachers of some churches will tell their con- 
gregation that a man who livs a good and honest life—one 
who is truthful—one who is good to himself, to his wife and 
hildren—one who is good to everybody—one who has 
taken care of the sick and helped the poor and needy, will 
finally be eternally damned to endless torment if he does not 
believe in a dream or ghost story nearly two thousand years 
old. I tell you, I don’t believe it. If there be a God he will 
never torment forever some people because they cannot be- 
lieve something. Would he not be the author of our minds, 
and would he make our minds and surroundings so that we 
cannot believe a thing, and then damn us for not believing 
it? I think not, and I honestly doubt that a preacher in the 
pulpit to day believes such a doctrin. 

I remember reading one of our friend John Peck's articles 
some time ago. He said he was old, and could last but a 
little while longer, and that he hoped after he passed away 
some young Liberal would be ready to take his place. I 
sometimes feel that if I survive him, I would like to take his 
place and fight the cruel doctrins he has been fighting. 

Last Sunday I visited Col. E. D. Hicks and family, who 
reside in the outskirts of the city of Marceline near the 
beautiful reservoir and about three hundred yards west of 
the round-house. He owns a fine farm of beautiful rolling 
prairie-land, and I think it the most beautiful site in or near 
the city. He and family moved here from Illinois about 
one year ago, and proceeded at once to erect a fine residence 
and other buildings. He now has everything about him sci- 
entifically arranged and in good order. One only has to meet 
the family to appreciate them. They seem very happy in 
their new Missouri home. Here I find many books to read, 
all of a scientific nature. The papers and magazines that 
are taken are a library within themselvs. Among them is 
Tue Truru Reeker. Mr. Hicks was raised by a good 
Catholic mother, but the creed of Catholicism and the teach- 
ing of the Bible were too narrow and selfish for his broad, 
intelligent, and wide. searching mind to believe a God had 
anything to do with it, but that it was the work of designing 
men. 
sufficient to convince them of a spirit-world and a life beyond 
the grave. They are very sincere in their belief, yet willing 
to giv it up if it can be disproved. They like the proud 
title of Freethinker and Liberal, and no fear of hell casts its 
shadow near to darken this beautiful and quiet mansion. 
Three beautiful children are the tender flowers which help 
to brighten and make home happy. 

If any of the Liberal lecturers should happen to stop off 
at Marceline, they should call on Colonel Hicks, for they will 
never regret meeting such a friend of humanity. 

Yours for peace, liberty of body and mind, and intellect. 
ual development. C. A. GLENN. 


Derroir, Miom., June 1, 1891. 
Mz. Epiror: Herewith I inclose you a copy of a letter I 
wrote and sent to the Presbyterian assembly last week while 
it was in session in this city, and which I send you at the 
request of several of the readers of THE TRUTH BErkzR in 
Detroit who would like to see it published in Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER. Most respectfully, U. K. Boota. 


Rev. Dr. Green, D.D., LL.D., Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Assembly, and to the Delegates thereof, Detroit, Mich , 
Reverend Sir and Gentlemen : 


Kindly soliciting your indulgence for a few minutes, and 
begging your pardon for the liberty I take in addressing 
you, I desire to state that I am informed that one of the 
principal objects and main purposes for which your vener- 
able body has assembled in this city st the present time, is 
to review and probably revise the Westminster Confession 
of Faith, and if possible, determin what alterations, changes, 
eliminations, prunings, etc., the advancement of the intelli- 
gence of the present age requires, to enable you, as a church, 
to keep abreast of social progress and religious reform, and 
thereby save the old dotard, the pet child, the sick offspring, 
of the semi-barbarous John Calvin from the onward march 
and crushing footsteps of the careless, enlightened, tramp- 
tramp-tramping despoiler of creeds, and tone down, shield, 
and temper, if possible, the cruel and reckless blows of 
the iconoclastic Briggs, who (with the snarling teeth of a 
modern ecclesiastical Cerberus growling heresy in his faee, 
and the fiery eye-balls of a synodical Pluto glaring scintil. 
lating fiashes of hades about him and breathing sulphurous 
threatenings of condemnation upon his professional head) 
has dared to disturb the old Calvinistic landmarks, and 
with wicked and. pee hands has sought to remove the 
sacred stakes and holy corner-posts that were set two hun- 
dred and fifty years ago and labeled, ‘‘ Thus far and no 
farther; around these divine limits shal] the waves of hu- 
man knowledge ebb aud flow, eddy and circle, forever- 
more." 

And now, Reverend Moderator and Fathers, if I hav 
rightly conceived the object and purpose of your gathering, 
please indulge me a few. moments while I essay to make a 
brief statement, ask a few simple questions, and proffer a 
little plain advice; for which I shall not require a collection 


to be taken up among you; the equanimity of your tempers 


shall not be disturbed, nor your nervous systems shattered, 


Some years ago he and Mrs. Hicks saw phenomena’ 


by the sudden waking into terrifying activity of the growl- 
ing ferocity of the organ menagerie, nor will I vex or crucify 
your patience by cracking old musty doxological chestnuts 
upon you during your release from confinement and your 
exit to your outside jubilee. 

First, then, to my statement. In the year 1815, or about 
that time, my father and mother moved from the state of 
Vermont to the (then distant and“ far West”) state of Ohio. 
Previous thereto, and preparatory therefor, my father 
worked like a slave, for four years, on a farm at $6 per 
month, to acquire the means with which to purchase a cheap 
pair of horses, a double set of harness, and an old-fashioned 
covered wagon, with which to perform their perilous journey. 
They were six weeks on the way, sleeping at night in their 
wagon, with two little children, my oldest brother and sister. 
They'drove through wind and storms, through heat and 
cold, over muddy roads, through pathless forests, across 
trackless marshes, among miry bogs and malarial swamps 
and noxious fens; encountering every inconvenience, every 
deprivation, trial, and hardship that human life could en- 
dure. But now the same journey can be performed in twenty- 
four hours, with comfort and pleasure, in palace-cars, in 
storms, through heat and cold, and with no suffering to man, 
woman, children, or beasts. And what, I ask, has wrought 
this great and stupendous change? Not the Westminster 
Confession of Faith; not the Jewish Bible; not the New 
Testament; not Christianity, nor Christian priests, ministers, 
clergymen, or religious creeds of any kind; not baptism, 
fasts, sacraments, nor holy unction. No, none of these. 
But, sirs, it has been science. Yes, science, that dared to 
break away from religious creeds, religious books, and re- 
ligious Bibles. Science, which, in the stupid ignorance or 
knavish rascality of the church, has been scurrilized as Infi- 
delity, and denounced as the common enemy of mankind. 
And its advancement (unless emasculated by religion) was 
deplored more deeply by the priesthood and ministers of the 
(80 called) gospel, than would hav been the revival and visi- 
tation to our shores of the seven plagues that cursed poor 
old priest-ridden Egypt. 

Oh, reverend sirs, by all means revise your old Confession 
of Faith. Lift the hand of persecution from the head of 
Professor Briggs, and all others like him whose spirit of 
progressiv reform can no longer be chained down to the 
nauseous corpse and old gangrened creed of the supersti- 
tious ignorant past. Why, sirs, all sensible men and women 
know at heart, and by their actions so declare, that most 
religious bodies are composed of either knaves or fools, and 
they go right along, attending to their business, leaving 
them to take their own choice in the terms. I repeat, then, 
by all means revise your Confession of Faith. Hold it up, 
scrutinize it, gaze upon it, look through it, shake it up as an 
ague-fit shakes a body filled with malarial poison. Handle 
it without gloves, and hold it up in all its hideous deform- 
ity. Strip it of its old time-worn habiliments of supersti- 
tion, and tear the mask of synodical approval from its bes- 
tial features, and let the light of the nineteenth century 
shine in upon it and expose its ungainly form, its unseemly, 
illshapen person, in all its naked, defenseless attitudes of 
monstrous frightfulness. i 

For the sake of science, philosophy, mechanics, and art. 
For the sake of the substitution of the machine-shop for 
the Inquisition. For the sake of labor.saving machinery, 
that has superseded and taken the place of the rack, the 
thumbscrew, the fagot, and innumerable other implements 
of torture invented in the interests of the church by the 
mighty power of religious brains. For the sake of the 
memory of nine million people who perished for ‘‘ witch- 
craft” at the hands of the Christian church during its un- 
checked career and the universal demoralization of its 
bloody reign. For the sake of intellectual courage that 
finally rose above, broke away from, and bid defiance to the 
religious monster that was hurled aside, and that stands to- 
day in the background like a hungry wolf still licking her 
bloody jaws. For the sake of the memory of our fathers, 
Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, Patrick Henry, John 
Adams, and the noble, belied, slandered, patriotic Thomas 
Paine. For the sake of liberty of speech, freedom of the 
press, and contempt for religious tyrants, by them over- 
thrown. For the sake of these great.men, and their noble 
Infidel principles, revise your o!d creed. For the sake of 
your own claims to intelligence, and your pretended love 
for the Roman Catholic’s murdered Infidel Jesus—the re- 
flected Buddha, the canonized mythical ‘‘ Prometheus 
bound." For the sake of the history of the Golden Rule: 
promulgated by the heathen Chinese philosopher Confucius 
five hundred and fifty-one years before the (80-called) Chris- 
tian era. For the sake of your ill-timed and most ungracious 
hatred for your poor old mother, the Catholic church, from 
which you derived all you know about the old chestnut of 
* bleeding Calvary—the bloody shirt” of Christianity. 
In short, and in a word, for the sake of a decent respect for 
common humanity, quit the business about which (if honest) 
you seem to know so little. Leave Professor Briggs alone, 
even if your religious stock should depreciate. Cease to be 
drones, playing about the queen- bees in the great hives of 
human industry. Go home, go to work, and earn an honest 
living, and no longer wheedle and cajole the hard-working 
people out of their scanty earnings by making the poor, ig- 
norant dupes believe you are ''divines," and that the old 
mythical devil would drag all the horny-handed sons of toil 
down to his hot sulphur furnace if they should fail to con- 
tribute liberally, to support you in fine raiment to wear and 
choice food to eat, so that, as the ‘lilies of the field,” you 
may neither toil nor spin,” but, like the old Mormon Solo- 
mon, sit in the shade and write songs to the“ dove’s eyes” 
of the dear sisters, and love-sonnets to the *' breasts ” of the 
ewe-lambs; and then, as in the Bible chapter headings, 
dub these amorous ditties ‘‘Christ’s Great Love. for the 
Church.” And now, finally and lastly, I think it is about 
time that such things should be stopped. Therefore, since 
so many seem to be getting to understand the solemn priests’ 
tricks, their dolorous, hypocritical ways, and their cadaver- 
ous melancholy looks, I would think the very best thing to 
do (next to revising the Westminster Confession of Faith) 
would be to disband. Go home and hide your gruesome 
features in the scarlet blush of shame, and for a ‘‘ time, 
times, and a half time,” and for a walk, walks, and a half 
walk, strike out over the hills to the poorhouse.” Do 
penance during the remaining portion of your natural lives. 
Study carefully the Rev. Ex-Moderator Moore’s opening 
sermon, and try and find out why God, the father, did not 
giv all his children to Christ, since in his sermon the reverend 
gentleman says, We do know that all that the father hath 
given him, shall come unto him.” While the rest, I suppose 
(poor fellows), out of courtesy, and by way of compromise, 
were given to the devil, to keep peace in the royal family 
and prevent the latter from raising hades. Now, in conclu- 
sion, in the interests of science, peace, and abused human- 
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P things. It is not wicked for animals to steal, 
Chil dren’ s Garner. g8 not wicked for an: à O ste 


and it is not for women.” 
Mother: Whatever put that thought into 
- Hdíted by Miss Susan H. Wrron, Fal your mind, May ?" 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Oorner should be sent. 


on the almost boundless ocean, well knowing 
‘that in due time his guiding star will appear 
to direct him on his long and pathless jour- 
ney. 

Christians of all denominations assert that 
God isa personal being; that he made, up- 
holds, and sustaing all that exists; that he 
hears and answers prayers, and is ever ready 
and willing to comfort the afflicted and dis- 
tressed. Observation and experience, how- 
ever, teach us that such is not the case. 
Prayer may express a wish or desire but it 
produces no results. 

We know that the prayers and supplica- 
| tions of the grief-stricken mother when bend- 
ing over the prostrate form of her dying 
child hav been treated with silent contempt, 
and in the language of the poet, that mother 
could truly say : 

While kneeling o'er that angel form 
I saw no ray of light. 

Above me was the wrath of God, 
Beneath relentless night, 

As our first-born with folded hands 
Across his snowy breast, 

Within his little coffin lay 
In death's unending rest. 

As if to intensify the pangs of sorrow of the 
bereaved mother Dr. Isaac Watts, or some 
other great orthodox poet, in one of his in- 
spired effusions says: 

Hell is crammed 
With infants damned 
Without a day of grace. 

Compare the above from Watts with the 

following quotation from the heretical poet 


always be welcome to the Corner.—Ep. - 
C. C.] 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 


May: Why, I read in my little Testament 
only this morning, * Thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbor's ox, nor his ass, nor his wife, nor 
his man servant, nor his maid servant, nor 
any thing that is thy neighbor's. So you see, 
mamma, you belong to papa, don't you—for 
I don't expect his being a drunkard makes 
any difference, or God would not hav turned 
water into wine for them to drink.” 

[Man rises from behind the bread counter; 
smiles. } 

Man: ‘Madam, you hav a bright girl 
there. [Givs the child two loaves of bread.] 
Altogether too bright to starve, and she will 
soon be too bright to believe all that Bible 
nonsense. Call here every morning, little 
girl, and you shall hav a loaf of bread.” 
May: Thank you, sir.” 

BADIS ATHENA MAGOON. 


*! Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower. 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
8 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


nowville, Va. 
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Ethical Association on Evolution 
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No. 1.—Alfred Russell Wallace, by Edward D. 
Cope, Ph, D.; with portrait. 

No. 3.—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake · 
man; with portrait. 


Price, 10 Cents each. 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MBS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 


Love Them While You Can. 


Love your parents and your sisters; 
Dearly love your brother, too; 

Then, though bill and dale divide you, 
You will nothing hav to rue. 


For the haud to-day you're holding 
To-morrow may be stiff and cold; 
And a loving deed of kindness 
Far outweighs the purest gold. 


Regret, remorse, can ne'er recall 
An unkind word once spoken; 
But loving kindness unto all 
Will prove a lasting token. 
Anna M. Moun. 
— 9 4-.9—————— 


Some Thoughts on Religion. 


In all ages of the world religious communi- 
ties hav imagined themselvs to possess in 
Some degree, at least, a knowledge of the 
supernatural] or unknowable, while that 
which lay within the grasp of the human 
mind was invariably neglected and ignored. 

A few hundred years ago the religious man 
knew little or nothing of the universe or the 


— 9 9 —————— 
She Was Following an Example. 
Lucy, three years old, was playing one day 
with a little neighbor about her own age. 
All went smoothly until some childish dispute 
arose, and Lucy, regarding her little friend 
asthe aggressor, slapped her soundly once 
or twice. Her grandmother reproved her for 
her rudeness and display of temper, but the 
child clinched all argument on her side by 
saying, ** Why, dan'mudder, dan’mudder, 
don't you know it does little dirls dood to 


: 'em ?” Creation, 

laws of nature. He worshiped a personal . m x m whip 'em id "E 

e . E - . 
God about the size and form of himself, With tender hones ant fée, o? A RESIDENT of Springfield writes to the E 2 9s Pp., 8 
clothed him with almighty powers, and de- Oh, bless her with a mother’s joys, Union to complain of the unequal distribu. | This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
clared that he was everywhere present at the But spare a mother’s tears. tion by the Springfield city government of ican publisher. gm 
fog the aalma of the Boundless universe, of | TiO mother is not only sincere in her sup- | Such favors as the particular care of streets 

? e 8 ng of streets, and the. gran 0 : 

which he supposed this earth was the most plications but in the anguish of her soul she p g , g g THE 


liquor licenses. He concludes, after a recital 
of the facts which he has observed, that the 
Bowery boy whose teacher asked him what 
the Golden Rule was was about right when 
he answered: Please, mum; them what's 
got, gits; them what's got nothin’, gits left.” 
Probably there are citizens of this city who 
feel the truth of this. 
— . —— 


Correspondence. : 


Invian GROVR, Mo., Jan. 7, 1891. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: This is my first effort 
at writing for publication. I am fourteen 
years old. I hav two sisters, both younger 
than myself. Pa has been taking TRE TRUTA 
BEEEKER for several years. He became an 
Infidel, not to any of the sacred obligations 
of an honest life, but to the Christian religion, 
the greatest of all humbugs, by reading the 
Holy Queer,” with a view to the ministry. 
Iam not much opposed to reading the Bible 
for those who hav the patience to do so, as I 
believe a careful perusal of its pages "will, 
develop Infidels faster than anything else. 
Ma is astanch Liberal. In fact, I doubt if she 
was ever very sound in the orthodox Christian 
faith. One of pa's brothers is a firm Liberal. 
I could name perhaps a score of Liberals 
within a radius of four or five miles of our 
home; most of them are above the average 
for intelligence and uprightness of character, 
and it is strange, remarkably strange, that 
80 few of them can be induced to take Free- 
thought papers, when they are all, without an 
exception, perfectly able to do so. This fatal 
apathy is the bane of ccéperativ Freethought 
associations: if there could only be a little 
enthusiasm and energy injected into the cra- 
niums of these apathetic Liberals sufficient 


would sacrifice her own life to spare that of 
her dying offspring. And we find that this 
deep-seated maternal affection is not confined 
to the human race, but embraces the whole 
animal kingdom. The domestic animals, the 
wild beasts of the forest, the monsters of the 
deep, and the feathered tribes of the air are 
alike subject to its influence. 
The mother linnet in the brake 
Bewails her ravished young, 

and the sheep, which is one of the most 
timid and harmless of animale, will face the 
dog in defense of her helpless lamb. Prof. 
John Tyndall says that Bishop Butler “ in- 
cluded the whole animal world in his scheme 
of immortality ” (see Advancement of 
Science,” pp. 51, 52). It is vanity and self- 
conceit in man that causes him to think that 
he is a special object of divine favor. Why 
should he be an exception to universal law ? 
Why not share the fate of all living ? 

All existing forms of religion are local in 
their application (none being universal) and 
indicate the prejudices and superstitions of 
the people of the particular locality where 
they are found to exist. It therefore ap- 
pears that, with few exceptions, the human 
race are the victims of early religious train- 
ing and surrounding circumstances. Hence, 
if the pious Christian had been born and 
raised under the prevailing religion of the 
Turkish empire, he would admire the Ara- 
bian prophet and despise the humble Naza- 
rene, would venerate the crescent instead of 
the cross. 


important part. 

Now, if God is a personal being, it is a 
manifest absurdity to say that he can be in 
two separate and distinct places at the same 
time or that he can transport himself from 
place to place in an instant. This in all 
cases is an utter impossibility. Time is essen- 
tial to all motion, whether rapid or slow. The 
rays of light emanating from the sun and 80 
essential to the existence of animal and vege- 
table life occupy time in reaching this earth, 
and the lightning fiash darting across the 
face of the cloudy sky consumes time 
in the movement. And further, the word 
person“ implies limits, form, etc., and 
must, of necessity, be a compounded sub- 
stance, and we know that a compounded 
substance cannot be eternal, because there 
must hav been a period of time when the 
simple elements existed before the process of 
uniting or combining took place. It cannot 
be said that the ultimate atom or the element- 
ary particles of matter possess form, but by 
virtue of their own inherent properties they 
associate, unite, and ‘combine together, re- 
sulting in form and organization. They are 
then no longer simple elements but com- 
pounded substances. 

The Christian world defines God as a 
spirit, and a spirit, they say; is an immaterial 
substance. But we may ask, are all sub- 
stances not material? Does something exist 
that is not matter and possess none of its 
properties or qualities? Different kinds of 
matter possess different properties, and some 
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letter of Thomas Paine to the Frenoh Directory. 
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made free. We liv in the country, six mile: 
from any town of importance, and hay no 
practical knowledge of city life with its su. 
perior educational facilities and opportunities 
for intellectual culture and social enjoy- 
ments. However, country life is not 80 much 
of an insipid humdrum character as many 
might suppose. Infact, I sometimes think 
it just delightful to inhale the pure fresh air 
laden with the aroma of sweet blooming 
flowers scattered in rich profusion over the 
beautiful landscape opening out their brill- 
iant variegated petals to the warm rays of the 
gun in the green pastures and nestling by the 
hedges along the highways, or filling balmy 
air with their sweet fragrance from the haw- 
thorn or the apple-tree boughs, just as nat- 
ure intended they should grow. There are 
many features that beautify home and make 
country-life attractiv and pleasant, that I 
hav not the space.to mention, as I hav 
already, perhaps, presumed too much on 
your indulgence in writing at such length ; 
but I must not close without saying that the 
Children’s Corner. is a treasure to us all. Pa 
and Ma always take pleasure in listening to 
me or sister Annie, as we read its many short 
but yery suggestiv letters. mechanism, no washing, no trouble, Ñi M 
Very respectfully, Morre Watton. and best duplicating devioe. Note sizo $4.50; cap 
[The above bright and interesting letter Size $7.50. 
indicates more than average ability, and ze Headquarters for Manifolding Apparatus, 
shall hope to hear from Mollie often. Her O. BENSINGER exp CO., 


reason js sound and practical, and she will! steowss a7 Dey Street: New York. 


and another as immaterial because they pos- 
sessed different properties. He would class 
all substances as matter however much they 
might differ in their properties or qualities. 
If mind or spirit is not matter it certainly 
must be a property of organized matter. Is 
it not possible or even probable. that intelli- 
gence may begin with organization and cease 
with it? Matter is not a property of any- 
thing; it is the thing itself. Destroy matter 
and you destroy all existence. 

If the universe including the planetary 
system were subjected to the arbitrary will 
and power of a personal being who could dis- 
arrange and change at will the order of nat- 
ure, everything would be doubtful and uncer- 
tain. 

Under such circumstances the astronomer 
could not with any degree of certainty foretell 
the appearance of a comet or the transit of a 
planet. ` . 

The mariner wishing to visit distant lands 
and countries would hesitate to leave the 
shore, because when navigating the desolate, 
watery waste without a sure and safe guide 
he would be utterly and hopelessly lost. 

But having the utmost confidence in the 
uniformity of nature’s laws he launches out 


heaven can not be located; that hell has not 
yet been discovered ; and that gods and 
devils exist in the imagination only. R. S. C. 

Omaha, Neb. 

— . —— — — — 
Thou Shalt Not Steal.“ 
Soznz.—A woman and her little daughter 
May. Both shabbily dressed. Some 

loaves of bread exposed for sale. 

May: The lady in that house wouldn't 
giv you any work to do, mamma?” 

Mother: No, my dear, she would not 
employ me, and unless we can soon obtain 
food, I shall hav no strength to work, and we 
will both starve.” 

May: Oh, mamma, I am so hungry. 
Why don’t you steal a loaf of that bread 
while the man is away, and no one is look- 
ing?” ; £ : 

Mother: “I am astonished to hear you 
make that speech,May. Better starve than 
steal, my child, for God will not love us if we 
take what does not belong to us. Do you 
not remember that one of the commandments 
reads: Thou shalt not steal ? ” 

May: That only means men, mamma, not 
women. The Bible says women belong to 
men the same as cattle, or other animals. or 
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Price, $1.50. 
OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 


A Confession. 
By DAVID FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. ] 
? i » $1.50. 


$1.15. 


419pp., $1.50. 


Price, 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 
Important Information for All, and“ Danish 
Cure.” ‘With Portrait. 


By Mate. W. SoHo. Price, $1.60. 


The Legends of the Patriarehs and 
Prophets. 
By S. BAnrNG-GoULD. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of the 
Bible.—(Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FRoTHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 
And Remarkable Divorce Casos. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 
446pp. - - - - Price, $1. 


The Contrast: Evangelicalism and 
Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses HULL. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 
AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality 
By Josrg OPPENHEIM. Price, 75 cents. 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 
By Kersey GRAVES. — 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. . 


Truth Seeker Colleetion of Forms, 
Hymns, and Recitations. 


Organizing Societies; for Marriages, Funer- 
Por de naming of Infante, Obituaries, Epi. 
tapha, eto, Also 595 Liberal an 
fpiritualistio Hymns for 
Bocial and Various 
Public Occasions. 


Price, 75 cents. 


18mo, 550pp. 


Aurieular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. Hogan. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley : Philosopher and Reformer. 
By C. SorHERAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 15 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett. 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts. 


Lithograph of Bennett Monument. 
In4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCHARD. 
Paper, Room. CUR 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 


WITH 
Theological Amendment and State Personality 


By Jos. E. Pscx. 
Priee, * . . 8 
For all of the above books address 
EI o Lafaretto Fl., NowXork, 


40 cenis. 


25 cents. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 35 Cents, 


| Price, Cloth, 


— 


i: 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. | 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 
The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 


PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayetie Place, New York. 


FORCE AND MATTER 


Principles of the Natural Order 
of the Universe, With a Sys- 
tem of Moratity Based 

l Thereon, 


By Proresson LUDWIG BUCSNER, M.D 
CONTENTS : 


The Fitness of Things in 


Force and Matter, 
Nature (Teleology), 


Immortality of Matter, 


Immortality of Force, an, 
Infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 

otion, Consciousness, 
Form Seat of the Soul, 


Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas, 
AWE, e Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Oontinuance, 


avs, Vital Force, 
The Heavens, . . The Soni of Brutes, 
Periods of the Creation Free Will, 
of the Harth. orality, 
Original Generation, Ooncluding Observa- 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Oents Hach. : 
1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, an 
bhilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
'HOMPSON. 
2. OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and influence. By Rev. Joan W. OHADWIOX. 
8. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
How suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERVIBS. 
4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 
5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 
6. EYOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
RAYMOND. 


7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- |` 


nity, growth. By Prof. E. D. GOPE 


8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
. velopment. By Dr. ROBERT G. Ecorks. 


9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. STI. 


10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z, BIDNEY 
Bampso . 


N. 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By DR. LEWIS 
Q. JANES. 

12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NELSON O. 
PABSHALL. 


18. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIG 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. OIN adus 


14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
Hoyt NICHOLS. 


15. THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON 
gomina OIVILIZATION. By Minors. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


IS THIS YOUR SOM, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H, GARDENER, 


* The shame itself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 
A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and rat Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS, 


The Humboldt Library of Science, 


SELECT WORKS OF RION ABD A. PROCTOR, 
F. R. A. . 


Light Science for Leisure Hours. 
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
Hereditary ‘Traits, and other Essays. 
Miscellaneous Essays. 
Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 
Notes on Earthquakes, with 14 miscel- 

laneous Essays. 

6 books iu 1 vol. à . 1.50 
SELECT WORKS OF WM. KINGDON OLIF- 
FORD, F. R. A. 8. 

and Thinking. 


Seein 
cientific Basis of Morals, and 


The 


other f.esave. 
Conditions of Mental Development, and 
other Fissa 
The Unseen 
pbv of tho Pare Scieuces. . 
Cosmic Emotion: Also the Teachings 
of Science. iss 


5 booka in 1 vol. b . . 
BELEOT WORKS OF EDW. OLODD, F.RA.S. 


The Childhood of Religion. 
The Birth and Growth of Myth. 
The Childhood of the World. 
8 books in 1 vol. wok „ 
BELECT WORES OF TH. RIBOT, 
Translated from the French by J. Fitzgeraid, M.A. 


The Diseases of Memory. 

The Diseases of the V ill. 

The Diseases of Personality. 
8 books in 1 vol. . > œ . 

THE MILKY WAY. 

The Wonders of the Heavens. 32 illus. 
By Camille Flammarion. 

The Romance of Astronomy. By R. 
Katley Miller, M. A. 

The Sunz its Constitution, its Phenomena, 
ita Oondition. By Nathan T. Carr, LL. D. 


fe 
Universe, and the Philoso- 


- 1.00 


1.00 


8 books in 1 vol. > é 
POLITICAL SCIENCE. 
Physics and Politics. An application 
of the principles of Natural Science to 
Political Society. By Walter Bagehot 
author of * The Eng. Constitution," an 
History of the Science of Politics. By . 
Frederick Pollock, 2 books in 1 vol. 
THE LAND QUESTION. 
The History of Landholding in Eng- 
land. By Joseph Fisher, F. R. H. S.; and 
Historical Sketch of the J istribution 
of Land in England. By William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M. A. 2 books in 1 vol. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
The Mystery of Matter, and The Philos- 
ophy of Ignorance; and B 
y 


1.00 


The Essential Nature of Religion. 
J. Allanson Picton. 2 books in 1 vol. 
Science and Crimes and 
Science and Poetry, with other Essays. 
By Andrew Wilson, F. B. S. E. 
2 books in 1 vol. . . ot 


$1.00. | 


[Continued in nett column] 


HUMBOLDT LIBRARY (Continued). 
Current Discussions in Science; and 
Scientific aspect of Some Familiar 

Things. By W. M. Williams, F. C. S. 


thi i ll represented the writings of 2 books in 1 vl. 4 
PIA, SOPENOEA, | HUXLEY, TYNDALL» Proctor, The Black Death. An Account of the 
OLrrroRD and other leaders of thought in our Great Pestilence of the 14th Century; and 
time, at 50 to 75 per cent. lower than usual prices. The Dancing Mania of the Midd!e a ges. 

We have the Library bound in Complete Sets, aa Br J. F. C. Hecker, M.D, 2 books in 1 vol. .7& 
follows : The Naturalist on the River Amazon, . 
OLD Sryrr.—lIn this style the volumes average A Record of Adventures, Habits of 
640 pages 870: and are arranged thus: Animals, Sketches of Brazilian andin qian 
- ap spects o ature Under the 
Yoh 115 Nos. aoe VoL MI. Ns 4.85. POUR during Eteven Years of Trayek 
“ IL * 25-36.| '* VILI. “ 81-91 prn Walter Bates. F. L. S.; Assis. 0, 
I. “ 87.48. IX. * 92-103. 15 the eral Geographical Society o " 
99885 plain sages "fi vol [Nm N The Riseand Barly Constitution of Uni- 
Half seal, marble edges, $2.75 vol. (In sets oniy.) yersitles, viin a Burvey of Medieval 
New SrvrE.—Nos. 1 to 111 inclusive, are bound in Prof er tue Institut We 
18 vols., averaging 492 pages each, BYO, thus: Education ia the University of Edir nburgh. T5 
Cloth, extra, red edges: $1.75 per yol. $22 75 per sete | The Religions of the Ancient World, 
Half seal, plain edges, 2.25 — 292 7 includiug Egypt, Assyria and Babylonia, 
Half geal, marble edges, 350  ' 22.50 Persia, India, Phoenicia, Etruria, Greece, 
Hif Mor., marble edges, 2.75 3375 Rome. By George Rawlinson, M. A., 
In sets only. a Garden Professor of Ancient History, ' 
All of the following are octavo, cloth : Oxford, ond Canon of Canterbury, au- 
WORKS BY PROFESSOR HUXLEY. Hive Groat Nogarebies ele. „ ee 
n Place in Nature, Numerous ill.; & Fetichism s A Contribution t to Anthro: 
The Origin of Species. 2 books in 1 vol. 8 pology and the History o: igion. By 
ThePhysical Basis of Life & other Essays. prite yp teers a POI: Min T e 
Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. Money and the Mechanism of Exchange, 
&booksinlvol . „ , TM - 46! By W.Bianley Jevons, M. A., F. R. B., Pro- ` 
Lechnieal Education, and other Essays Mou thou inde es Hg 
echnica ucation, and Other HS Says. e Owens College, Man "P ED. 
| "dbooksinlvoh, . e| On the Study of Words, By Rienéra 
_ WORKS BY,GHARLES DARWIN. Ohenaviz Frenoh, D.D; Arohbishop of c 
Origin of Speciés by Means of Natural The Dawn of History : An Introduction 
Selection; or, the Preservation of to Pre- Historie Study. Edited by C. 
Favored Races in the Struggle for Life. F. Keary, M. A. of the British Museum 7⁵ 
New edition from the latest Eng. edition, Geological Sketches at Home an 
with additions and corrections., . 4.25 Abroad. By Archibald Geikie, LL.D., 
Descent of Man, and Selection in Rela F R. S, Director-General of the Geological 
tion to Sex With illustrations. New edi- Surveys of Great Britain and Ireland. . .75 
^ tion revised «nd augmonted. . : .50| Illusions: A Psychological Study. By 
Formation of Vegetable Mold Through James Sully, Author of “Sensation and 
the Action of Worms, with Observa- Intuition,“ Pessimism,” eto. I.. E 
tions on their Habits. With illustrations. 28 | The Pleasures of Life. (Parts I. and II.) 
un — By Sir John Lubbock, Burt. 2partoinl. .75 
Charles Derwin : His Life and Work. English Past and Present. (Parte I. 
By Grant Allen. . $ c 7 end ID. By, Richard Ohenevix Trench. " 
Darts 1 9 D. . D . . . $ 
BELEGT WORKS BY GRANT ALLEN. The Story of Creation, A Plain Account 
The Evolutionist at Large ; l of Evolution. By Edward Clodd, F.R.A.8. 
Vignettes from Nature; and Over 89 IIlus. a m Ue 7⁵ 
Fore» and Energy : A Theory of Dy- 1 Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
DSMICE. SOOERID.D YO ) E : 28 Lafayette Place, New York 
WATER, ELECTRICITY, AND LIGHT. BY 15 — — 
' “PROFESSOR TYNDALL. 
Forms of Water In Clouds and Rivers, Ingersolls Works. 
Ice and Glaciers, 19 illustrations. — 
Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. The Gods. Paper, 50 ots; cloth, 81. 
Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. ee comprising, “The : 
8 books in 1 vol. . . . . . 1.00 * Hum! oldt Thomas Paine,” ** Individual. 
WORKS BY HERBERT SPENCER. ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies.” 
The Data of Ethics. . . . 6 The Ghosts. Paper, 5p ots ; cloth, 1.25. 
Education: Intellectual, Moral, and Phys- Gontenta: = The G logta 'Tiborty for y an, 
ical; an : , ’ 8 h z 
Progress: Its Law and Cause. With Acne Grant About., l. The Her. e 
otner Diequisitionz. 2 books in 1 vol. 775 Olark,” “The Past Rises before Me Lik 
1115 nds o porien Evolnti Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon G. 805 ^ 
e Factors o rganie Evolution. 3 r. ots; 
en IND 1 . | Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 


th, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. ; 


What Must We Doto Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. - 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
NM i: age Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much ag 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 

This makes & grand missionary document. 

Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 

a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 

e aar gi Re AP ana ion Oe N 

8 per dozen ; $1; „ $8. 
Millions of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Bob- 
ert G. Ingersoli. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 

und in one volume, To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher, has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is Sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingereoll’s “The Vision 
of War,” the “Grant Banquet Toast,” that 

they hav been printed on heavy toned paper, 
18x32, illuminated border, and In large; clear 
type, suitable for framing and the three will 
be forwarded to any a dress, for 25 ots: or 
either one for 15 ots. 


Prose Poems and Selections. Thig 
new book is a gem. is a Model in eyery re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest. brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the çel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes “ 
heretofore printed in variousshapes, but never 
brought together till now, Many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, leot- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versationgof the author, The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 


@ rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
"urpose,a fine steel portrait, with auto raph 
Fao simile, has or it. 


n been Prepared especially 

Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and aide, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, 4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, 7.50; in tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, 59. 

Life. A Prose Poem. Printed in 


eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 centa. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
- 1. 


udoir, 
2 e THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY, 
By Lupwig FEUERBAOH. 
Translated from the German by Geo 
Price, $3. 


Eliot. 


ISSUED MONTHLY. 
Subscription price, $3 per annum, 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 


ers Alman ad tren 25 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
ener 8 . 2 · — 2 50 
8. Age of Reason. Thomas Paine........... 25 
4. Answers to Ohristian Questions. D. M. 
Bennett........ 200 . 25 
5. Ohristian Absurdities. Johu Peck 20 
6. Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire. 12 
5 


7. Ingersoll’s Address on Shakspere . a 
OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 
Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 


issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. . 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
less, with. little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going to Ohicago. The authoris algo. the heroin, 

‘he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's lifeand experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is just.such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soli to be interested in; and whatever he admires 


and. appreciates is sure to be worth the attention | Th 


of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


CANCER 
Charles Watts's Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

. Secularism: Is It Founded on 


and Tumors CURED: no knife: 
book free. Drs. GRATIGNY & DIX, 
No. 163 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 


Meet the Needs of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mati and Oharles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 


Reply to Father Lamberts 
“Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
` Post froo. : 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
nud Influence, 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

, Secularism: Destructiv and Con. 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 


to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 


Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which tsthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. i 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel ef. 

cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Beli:fand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 


nel Robert Ingersoll.) 82 pages in cover 
Price, 10 cents.  . 


Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
. B. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: hy Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Ohristianity. 3. Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Faots and Opinions, 5. Christ and Heroism. 
Obristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
cents. 
Address ; THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 
by an old reliable firm; large pr s 
AGENTS WANTED t Vape Ts 


apportunity. Geo, A. Scott, 842 Broadway, M, Y. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass. says 


Kennedy’s Medical Discov- 
ery cures Horrid Old Sores, 
Deep Seated Ulcers of 40 
-years standing, Inward Tu- 
mors, and every disease or 
the skin, except Thunder 
Humor, and Cancer that has 
taken root. Price, $1.50. 
Sold by every Druggist in 
the United States and Can- 
ada. 


A 


22 pages in 


RELIGION OF MA 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


; HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


CONTENTS : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lio Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fail and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate, Free Will, Free Agenoy, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Oharterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Dnties of So- 
ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


|\LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ‘‘ Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to & man's reason. 
and to his noblest gentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. : 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
e romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities. {Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
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GIRARD'S WILL 


Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 


bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
. churches and Young Men’s i 
Ohristian Associa- 
jon. 


By Rion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. 


What Would Follow 
THE 


Effacement of Christianity? 


BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER, 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allin a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12m0, 800pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. 


or Boys and Girls. 


12mo, 388pp., $1.25. 


Story Hour. 


tion, for Children and Tout 
think 


trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 


Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 


lished at this office. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


Br JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” * The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., etc. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits.—TThe American Idea. 


Oloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OB, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition. l 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 20, : 


i 3 
Reason, and Is Kt Sufficient to ot the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 


Address TRR TRUTH SEEKER. 


And Other Stories 


An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 

t ih. The Only Free- 
‘ers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 


THE * 

OF THE CHURCH: 

THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 

8vo, 1,119pp. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.59. 

i . BYD. M. BENNETT. 

Adéress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
animpertinence.” Price, 10 cents. a^ 
Chris- 


The False Teaching of the 
i tian Church. 


CHAMPIONS 


Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 
The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 


pers, or trying 
ake & OrUgai 
beetle!" Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. 


Price, 5 cents. - 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 

V FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. - 


the Moabites by the Jews. 
By A. O. MIDDLETON. 


Price, . . " P 10 cents. 
SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


esting. THE Li 
by the best poets, adapted to we 


Parton, 


and, indeed, by all 
W cents. A 


New Zdition, Revised and Enlarged. 


who hav examined it. 
dress Tur TRUTH AKN Oc. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Spectal Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKE 
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sale at this office. 
AN EMBLEM OF 


Price, 5! cents. 


rising Bun of Science, and the day o 
thought, 
trast with 
and dark 
Bupersti - 
sym b o 
evolution 


Most beautiful badge ever designed 


tion. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
JEWELER, ROCHELLE, ILL, 


badge, 


“OTTO WETTSTEIN ” Watch, tracta, eto. 


aged men, suffering 
E trom a Life-wasting 
Disease, as the result 
7 of youthful follies, 
indiscretion, and ex- 
cesses in  maturer 
years. It sets forth 
8 an External Applica- 
tion—A POSITIVE OURE, 58 it matters not how 
Jong standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress Dr. Robt. P, Fellows, Vineland, N. J., and 
Bay where you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought 
press. He has many testimonials to the value of 
his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment. and deserves oatronage.— Preathought, 


AGENTS Prep 100 PER CENT and vin $748 CASH Prizes 


my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines. | 
Sample frec. Territory. Dr. Bridgman, 375 B'way, N. Y. 


“The Thirty-nine 


of a minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 
to induce the Deity to under- 
e of one against the Colorado 
Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic | s 


A tale of Pales ine, founded on the destruction of 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
IBERAL Hryx Boom contains songs 

-known tunes. 

ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
right, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Blenken 

rica 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 


Freedom, Progress, »»a Reform. 


Bepresents the burning Torch of Reason, the 


BU persti- 
he day 


of Free thought, 
Science, aud Rea- 
son. e sign pat- 
ented eb. 24, 
1885. Made in 


er model, 
gold,rich- 
eled in 5 


Price, 10kt, $3; 14kt, $4, $5: with Diamond in Sun 
$8, $10, $15. Small model 10kt, $2; 14kt, $2 75, $3.50. 
Charme, both sizes, $3, $4, $5, $6, $10, $15, $20, $35, 
Bent by registered mail and cash refunded at op- 


Send for beautiful carà in Colors and Gold. of 
and 18115170 circulars of my famous 


Bend 10 cents for 
this valuable book for 
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Aberal Hegting. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberal 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 


-Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 


hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary tnformation. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every. Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., oor. Market 
St. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
i Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles 

evening at 7:30. Lecturer, debates, and discus- 
sions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 
ident, Henny BIRD; Secretary, CORA BELLE 
LAGG. : 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
t 


every Sunday 


on 
Meets at. Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P.M., ever 
unday. Lectures followed by discussion. Piat- 
form free. Charles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar. d 
Wood sts. at 2:30 and 7:80 r.m, for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and gocia] questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N. B.—Tru 

Seeker publioations always on hand atcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at? 
P.M., at the town hall All friends of buman 
cultivation are invited. Manius HEIGHTON, Bec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Ohuroh, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Taz TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. BITE, Cor. Sec. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P. M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Ciub 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, B.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 


abroad heartily welcome. 
TE ANELIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
N Society 


Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock, A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Bunday at 7:30 p.m. in Maodon- 
ald's Hall in Port Angeles, Nash. Lect- 
tres, songs, and select reading, Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK MORSE, Oor. Seo. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr'g 

Hall. Everybody invited, Mns. R. M. BERRA, 

Pros.: J. H. MoWiLL1IAM8: Reo. Seo. 


The Walla Waila Lib: ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 pm. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Bcience Leotures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library i8 at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. BEYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDER; Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder sohool-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty," D. E. RIOE; Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice.Preg; OHARLES SHEA: Beo. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


Meets every Funday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, a.m. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. COOL. A. HARRIS, Pros. 
I8AACB. LEE, Beo. 


2 a D TN A LT TREE BENI 
San Artonio (Texas) Liberal Asso 
ciation 
meets every Friday evening at Liberal Hall. 
East Houston street. Free reading room and cir 
culating library open every day and evening 
Strangers cordially invited. A. CHAPMAN, Sec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH 8 EEKER CO, 
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ews of the Werk. | 


Tue Sacred College at Rome will probably 
raise to the rank of saint Elizabeth Bichier 
des Ages, for several pious deeds, chief of 
which is resistance of the order by the 
committee of the French Revolution that she, 
on account of her great beauty, impersonate 
the goddess of Reason. 


Tus Swedish parlia- 
ment has forbid Cath- 
olies to proselyte. 


IN Japan ten Catholics: 
represent Christian dis 
trícts in parliament. 


TRE pope has ordered 
that all newspaper com- 
ments on his encyclical 
be sent him. 


Sourn ÁMERIOAN re- 
publics are attracting im- 
migrants by gifts of land 
and promises of employ- 
ment and loans. 


Tue grip has killed 
hundreds of thousands 
in China. The Chinese 
made processions and 
beat drums to scare off 
the evil spirit. 


Miss JEANNETTE HISE, 
of Northville, Conn., 
hanged herself, believing 
that she had committed 
the unpardonable sin and 
must expiate it thus. 


Sr. ALoysIos’s Catho- 
lic church at Covington, 
Ky., on the 1st received 
a mark of divine dis- 
pleasure in the shatter- 
ing of its clock by light- 
ning. 


Tue pope requested 
Cardinal Manning to in- 
crease the Peter’s pence 
from Great Britain, as an 
inquiry into the finances 
of the papal household 
reveals a shortage of 10,- 


HI 


: And the woman arose, and did after 
sojourned in the land of the Philistines seven 


AND REFORMERS. 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, GODS AND 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 


Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
Though mi 


New Schools of 


, Eminent Soien- 
Ohris 


tistg, eto. (who were not tians), 
from the e of Menu to the pres- 
8YO, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
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8V0, 355 NT . II. Describes Fully all 


the 
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BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THX TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Gens of p" f | 


I onor had faith. . But when I came to 
know something, as s0on as I bégan to rea- 
son, which occurred early in life, at the age 
of thirteen, I found my faith attacked and 
that it staggered. . `. It is said that 1: 
I am nothing.—JNapoleon 


€ Iris time that nations 


% 
e 
Wa N dn 


should be rational, and 
not be governed like ani- 
mals for. the pleasure o 
their riders.— Paine. 


Ir every copy of the 
Bible were destroyed, all 
that is good in that book 


would be reproduced in 
a single day.—Jngersoil. 


THE doctrin of eternal 
punishment has been the 
warrant for torture and 
massacre all through the 
ages; for may not men 
do just a little of what 
God does a good deal? 
Robt. C. Adams. 


CHRISTIANITY, like all 
other religions, has been 
powerless to resist the 
ceaseless tendency in 
nature and in man to 
change. In practice, 
Christianity to-day is the 
very antithesis of what 
it was .in the time of 
Jesus.— Arthur B. Moss. 


` Ir would be no over. 
statement to say that for 
nearly six hundred years 
the priests of the Galilean 
miracle-monger per- 
suaded a plurality of the 
‘Caucasian nations to risk 
their lives in defense of 
dogmas the mere profes- 


000,000 francs. 


In a recent storm at Norwich, Conn., elec- 
tricity wrought damage in many curious 
ways, and exhibited a partiality for church 
steeples that plainly showed the direction of 
divine displeasure. 


Tux ''sovereign pontiff” has decided to 
* place the Free State of Congo under the 
protection of the Blessed Virgin." For this 
important service he will be formally thanked 
by the Belgian king, protector of Cóngo. 


A confiior impending between Irish and 
German—or as they call themselvs, English- 
speaking and German-speaking— priests in 
Wisconsin, promises to be the most bitter 
one in the Catholic church in this country. 


CarHoLIOS report that while from 1850 to 
1860 the wealth of the country increased 125 
per cent, the wealth of their church increased 
189 per cent; from 1860 to 1870 the wealth 
of the country increased 86 per cent, that of 
their church 128. 


Ar Emory, Tex., Henry Johnson, who 
murdered an old man for money, was hanged 
on the 8th. Xie embraced religion and was 
baptized. To his spiritual adviser on the 
scaffold he said of his courage: I learned 
it from the Book which you gave me. Itsaid: 
‘Let not your heart be troubled, neither be 
afraid.’” 


Uxpxk the radical and Freethinking men 
at the head of the Mexican government, 
commerce is increasing, railroads are being 
built, manufactures and mines are being de- 
veloped, public works hav been undertaken, 
order is better maintained, government credit 
is high, improved systems of education hav 
been adopted in many states, and bull-fighting 
has been abolished. 


Tar archbishop of Aix, France, drew up a 
catechism for a club of Catholic Workmen, 
in which occur these questions and answers: 
** Ig it a duty to vote at elections? Tes.“ 
** Tg it a sin not to vote rightly at elections?“ 
„ Yes, because in not voting rightly at elec- 
tions we choose for our governors men who 
are enemies of God and of religion, and con- 
sequently of their country.” 


In a suit brought by Sir Gordon Cumming 
for the alleged libel that he cheated at a 
certain game of cards, the prince of Wales, 
who had been one of the players, was a wit- 
ness, and was handled freely by lawyers. It 
transpired that he travels with a card-playing 
equipment in his luggage. The game was 
played for high stakes, and, being baccarat, 
‘was itself forbidden by law; thus we see a 
future king breaking his own laws. The 
guit was Tout, and Gordon-Cumming has 
been dismissed from the army. If he did 
chest, as many believe, the prince, it is 
thought, should be blamed for not denounc- 
ing him. Royalty is suffering; republicans 
are jubilant, saying that Edward VIII. will 
never reign. 


Oalendar for 1891, ^ - 4-7 - 
Freethought in the United States, 

18900. A 
If) Story of the Year Abroad, - 


Some Alaskan Myths. Ida C. Crad- 
dock, Corresponding Secretary of 
the American Secular Union. Illus» 
trated, - - - - 


Anent Spooks: Where are They? 
Thaddeus B, Wakeman, - 


Where the Roman Catholics Got 
a Litany, - : 8 


- ^ L] E 


THE BHUNAMITE WOMAN PULLS HER FREIGHT. 


the.saying of the man of God: and she went with her household, and 
years.—2 Kings viii, 2. ; 


sion of which would start 
a modern Christian on a 
galloping trip to the next 
Tunatic asylum. — Pro- 
fessor Oswald, i 


— AND 


PAGE. 
5 


7 
35 


38 


48 


reethinhkens’ Almanar, 
1891. 


(E. M. 291.) 


WITH ILLUSTRATIONS e- 


CONTENTS. 


Side Lights on South Sea Missions. 


Ada Campbell, Illustrated, - 53 
Disadvantages of Specialism in 

the Advocacy of Reform. A. B. 

Brad ford, - - 8 — 72 
Shoutin’ Joe. Watson Heston. Illus 

trated, - - - 2 2 gr 
Gaining Ground in England, — 113 


— a M — 


NEW YORK: 


2 


PRICE 26 CENTS. 


Arn the persecutors 
déclare against each other mortal war, while 
the philosopher, oppressed by them all, con- 
tents himself with pitying them.— Voltaire. 


DzvorroN is a disease of the imagination 
contracted in infancy.—-D’ Holbach. ` 


I HARBOR for good or bad, I permit to speak 
at every hazard, 

Nature without check with original energy. 

Walt Whitman. 


Onz who surpasses his fellow-citizens in 
virtue is no longer a part of the city... Their 
law is not for him, since he is a law to him. 
self.— Aristotle, — . 


THE monastic system greatly diminished 
the productiv energies of society by consign- 
ing immense numbers to idleness, and by 
diffusing a respect for idleness through the 
whole community.—Lecky’s History of Ra. 
tionalism, ; f 


In the present age the theological ‘part of 
Christianity is being gradually less and less 
insisted upon, while its moral part, which 
can be supported by science, is being more 
and more depended upon as its essential and 
permanent element. Wilson. ` 


Tux time approaches when men must take 
their choice between quiescent, immobil 
faith and ever-advancing Science—faith, with 
its medieval consolations, Science, which is 
incessantly scattering its material blessings 
in the pathway of life, elevating the lot of 
man in this world, and unifying the human 
race.— Draper, 


Ir is only the God of theology whose ven- 

eance never sleeps or ends with any genera- 
tion; whose wrath is fresh every day, and 
his hell eternal. Only when man has had 
his human heart dexterously removed, and 
has become the changeling of some vampire 
phantasm he coweringly adores, could he be 
the instrument of the crimes Christianity has 
committed against humanity.—Moncure D. 
Osnway. 


Wax the charge of persecution was ap- 
plied to the ruling party in the Reformation, 
not by its enemies, but by its own offspring ; 
when the sects denounced by that party said, 
„We are doing just what you did; we sepa. 
rate ourselvs from you, just as you separated 
yourselvs from the church of Rome,” this 
ruling party were still more at a loss to find 
an answer, and frequently the only answer 

they had to giv was an increase of severity. 
— Guizot's History of Otvilization. 
Wagn the doctrin of Evolution is looked 
iat in its moral aspect, as one which leads 
man ever onward and upward, and which 
encourages his brightest anticipations of 
truth over error, of knowledge over igno- 
rance, of right over wrong, of good over 
evil, who shall presume to say that the con- 
vergence of all these great lines of thought, 
each of them the resultant of the patient toil 
of a whole army of scientific workers, is a 
fact of no account ?— W., B. Carpenter, 
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THE RISING TIDE OF SKEPTICISM. 


Holes and Clippings. 


Ir was a favorit saying of Erasmus Dar- 
win that Unitarianism is a feather-bed to 
catch a falling Christian.” 


** AFTEE his supper of stolen beef Mr. Stan- 
ley read his Bible as usual," is a sentence in 
the latest anti-Stanley book. 


Trxzs are changing, says an exchange, to 
such ‘an extent that it will only be a few 
years until parents will be sent to bed for 
talking back. 


“ Axas!” cries Pastor Rossiter of New 
York city, preaching on The American 
Sabbath, ‘‘alas! some people seem to think 
it was made for pleasure.” 


TRR Unitarian Christian Register says: 
* Dr. Briggs never uttered a more wholesome 
truth than when he classed bibliolatry with 
mariolatry and other superstitions. It is not 
the strength, but it is the utter weakness, of 
the Protestant church to maintain the dogma 
of ‘biblical infallibility. The fact of infalli- 
bility, whether it concerns the pope or the 
Bible, is one that can be easily tested. The 
Bible can no more stand the test than can the 
pope.” 


A RAILROAD blacklist proscribing persons 
who hav used passes dishonestly, fell into the 
hands of a Pittsburgh Dispatch reporter, who 
says: “Clergymen are not exempt. It 
would certainly make a preacher blush with 
shame to see his name and residence pub- 
lished with such remarks after it as alters 
and loans one-balf fare permits,’ * changed a 
permit to include his wife,’ * willfully allow- 


ing his half-fare permit to be used by 
another,’ ‘sells his reduced rate tickets to 
scalpers,’ etc.” 


Tur unfinished churches of Granada, says 
a Nicaraugua letter, are the largest buildings, 
and the most interesting, perhaps. One of 
them is on the corner of the plaza and the 
street from the pier. It looks more like a 
ruin than a new church—in fact, is at once a 
ruin anda beginning. The greatest cathedral 
of Nicaraugua stood there till one day an 
earthquake shook the country and the people 
fled, praying, to the church. Then another 
shock followed and tumbled the walls on 
those who prayed, killing hundreds. 


Two weeks ago the trustees of the Green- 
lawn cemetery at Columbus, O., refused the 
old Union soldiers of the county the privilege 
of unveiling on Sunday, July 5th, the $10,000 
monument in their graveyard—a monument 
erected by the Franklin county taxpayers to 
commemorate the heroism of the boys in 
blue sleeping in that burying-ground. It 
was, says the Columbus Post, the dirtiest, 
lowest insult ever offered in this country to 
the veterans of our land; and the Post adds: 
“If the Greenlawn trustees don't soon hear 
from the old veterans and workingmen of 
this city, the Post will be wonderfully sur- 
prised.” 


TEE higher biblical students of Germany, 


‘remarks the Sun, whose methods our pro- 


gressiv theologians profess to follow, got 
rid of the devil, or thought they had got rid 
of him, long ago. They hav shown that he 
is not referred to in the Apostles’ creed, and 
hav striven to prove that they are able to giv 
a new meaning to the allusions to him in the 


scriptures. Why hav the American pro- 
gressivs kept quiet on this question? Bo far 
as we hav noticed, only one of them has taken 
it up, and it is his opinion that he has been suc- 
cessful in abolishing the devil. They will 
very soon be compelled to declare their opin- 
ions on the devil question under the higher 
criticism which they uphold. f 


“I SHOULD say,“ remarked an expert, 
“í that there are at least fifty thousand cranks 
in the city of New York, and I think they 
should start a newspaper to be called the 
Crank, It is proper to define a crank as a 
person who differs in his opinions or conduct 
from the majority of other persons, We 
used to say that a short-haired woman or a 
long-haired man was a crank. There are 
cranks in religion and in politics and in style. 
Some men talk like cranks but do not act 
that way. I know a man who was called a 
crank yet made a fortune in business. A 
great many of the wise men of the world hav 
been regarded as cranks. Some people are 
cranky at one time but not at another. Few 
men are cranks before thirty or after fifty. 
A crank may know a good deal. Few of the 
men who are looked on as cranks ever go to 
the madhouse; and that is a fact.“ Gun. 


In taking steps toward the perfection of 
man, writes Edgar Fawcett to the New York 
Herald, ‘‘comirg generations hav many fal- 
lacies to forget. For example, mentioning 
two or three of these fallacies quite at ran- 
dom, I should say that our descendants 
must cease to connect morality with religion ; 
that they must cease to regard the worship of 
an unknown, unseen, and unimaginable deity 
as in the least way important to the human 
race; that they must strip national separativ- 


ness entirely from the problem of coming 
civilization; that they must cultivate the 
clear seen requirements of a common lan- 
guage; that they must realize the individual 
odium shadowing each member of society 
who stores wealth merely to hav it said of 
him that he possesses more than is needful to 
his ordinary comforts, for in this bloodless 
and altruistic way I believe can the terrible 
differences of classes alone be settled.” 


A PETITION was circulated in Colfax to the 
effect that all restaurants, stores, news- stands, 
and livery stables should be kept closed all 
day on Sundays. They are getting awfully 
moral across the sand-ridge, comments the 
Prairie City, Ia., News. If they would do 
that it would kill Colfax *' deader'n a snail.” 
The Olipper says in regard to it: When it 
gets so that the worn and weary merchant, 
clerk, lawyer, teacher, railroad man, or what 
not, who comes to Colfax for an over-Bunday 
rest cannot buy a cigar, get a newspaper, & 
dish of ice-cream, or a glass of lemonade, or 
hire a carriage for a ride over the hills to 
er joy the cool breezes on Sunday—when 
this time arrives the sexton, whose salary is 
collected each Sunday at the churches, will 
complain to the preacher, who does much of 
his work on Sunday, that it is a very slim 
picking. When the churches and preachers 
are compelled to invoke the aid of the law to 
compel people to be good, according to their 
way of thinking, they acknowledge a weak- 
ness in their cause. Laws are not made to 
compel people to be good; but to restrain 
them from doing wrong, and for this reason 
the Sunday observance law will always be 
ignored when it conflicts with the conven. 
fence of the public.” 
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C Gommunications, — 


" Jehovian Christianity. 
None but cowards refuse to read, think, and act. 


There are in the United States about eighty thou- 
sand human drones, who, so fer as I know, in or- 
der to preserve and prolong their own lives, to liv 
without dirty work, to evade pain, to enjoy themselvs 
ab others’ expense, busy themselvs an hour or two 
sach Sunday in making statements which common 
sense and the history of this world do not corrob- 
orate. Itis possible that some of these drones, hav- 
ing received only a theological education, are unac- 
quainled with exact facts, and are not guilty of in- 
` tentional misrepresentation. Supposed truths hav 
been retained for centuries to be finally demolished. 
* As the world grows older it grows wiser.” Those 
of the drones who are bypocrits, that is, those who 
know themselvg, are no real benefit to mankind, are 
hellish fools, for, although ssemingly they will ever 
hav an easy time, in reality ib is not always so. 
There are deadly microbes everywhere, and these 
little fellows shun a clergyman no more than an 
Atheist. The parsons who hav sense enough to be 
hypocrites should cease their useless occupation and 
attempt to find a positiv microbe exterminator. 
That class of drones who really are sincere we regard 
as merely simple fools. I will ask a question: Is the 
Reverend Talmage ignorant or a hypocrit? I can 
not but think that with millions of facts testifying 
to the falseness of orthodox Jehovian Christianity, 
only ignorance can honestly profess that religion. 
The universe, excepting some humanity, is one vast 
refutation of orthodoxy. 

Most men are so constituted that the moment one 
becomes a mental antagonist, that moment the one 
loses the ordinary friendship of the other. Too 
many are mental idlers. The mind of the average 
man “may be likened unto” a vast field, sown thick 
with ignorant weeds and thin with the wheat of intel- 
ligence. Disturb him not, and he remains a friend 
indifferent. D ffer with him regarding theology, and 
a feeling of holy horror, of pueril piety, and divine 
disgust, which seldom does not go onward to malig- 
nant enmity, soon imprisons his mind. i 

This is an age of investigation and rage for con- 
troversy. There are many, though comparativly 
few, who demand reasons. They ponder, and are 
not satisfied with pious and arrogantly presumptiv 
assertion without proof. These persons benefit the 
iatellsctual world by their presence. Those who 
swallow the gibberish of the Talmages with “ open- 
mouthed credulity” are not “in it ”—the intellectual 
world. Truth seldom hurts the feelings of an honest 
man. Truth, though uttered by & murderer, though 
found associated with the vile &nd corrupt, is just as 
valuable as a truth proclaimed by an Abraham Lin- 
coln. l . 

The Ohristiaus tell us, No, it is blasphemy to speak 
our Infidel thoughts of Jehovab, but of Confucius, 
Buddha, Mohammed, the savage's stone deity, and 
the Indisn’s great spirit, we may discourse freely. 
How do Ohristian believers know it is not sinful 
to speak disrespectfully of these impostors? Do all 
followers of Christ investigate all the religions which 
disgrace mankind? O! course, if Christianity is the 

only true religion the remainder are a nuisance. Ex- 
perience has taught me that ninety-nine per. cent 
of the Ohrist-worshipers hav an amount of knowl- 
edge appertaining to other religions which may be 
represented thus: 0. The big majority of believers 
know nothing about the creeds, eto., of the churches 
other than those of which they are members, and 
little of their own. They hav seen someone goin 
and hav followsd without question. Such flocka of 
Ohristian lambs remind me of the flying harrow, with 
one dissimilarity. In one case the leading goose 
knows the goal. In the other, the shepherd knows 
nothing whatever of the destiny. The layman who 
investigates all religious nuisances becomes à ba- 
liever in none. Parsons hav been known to do thus. 
For instance, Pentecost. The good book says, “A 
prudent man concesleth knowledge." If this is so, the 
Parsons are the most prudent men this side the walls 
of the eternal city." Who ever heard of a pulpiteer 
saying, * My friends, there are other religions than 
ours. I beseech you to critically examin them all. 
Ia the courts of this country these other religions 
could prove their divine origin equally as well as we 
could ours. Aud, O my hearers, although the Bible 
is God's true word, it contains hundreds of self- 
contradictions. I advise you all to inspect these in- 
finit inconsisteneies with great care to see if you 
really do believe all you unknowingly say you do. 
And may the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost aid and 
comfort you in these investigations, which will take 
you years to make—that is, if you look up all the 
evidene» on all sides, and this is what you should do 
in order to be Obristlike For I do verily think if 
Jesus was here now he would giv these Infidels 
and impostors a hearing, and surely produce 
the now absent, convincing Christian evidence. 
However, dear audience, if you prefer, ‘I 


|even I’ will take a vacation for à year or two 
and rake over these other so-claimed divine affairs 
and determin for you as to their alleged truth.“ 

: | mote it be.” 


g | us ascertain what favorable texts Infidels can find in 


dence in God that he scoffed at God while God was 
talking to him. Why hav not Infidels, with whom 
God has never condescended to parley, as good a 
right to speak their honest thought about this ghost 
as Abe, who knew and conversed with God? Is it 
not a little singular that those old patriarchal cusses 
whom God used to talk with, had so little faith in 
him? Abe appears to hay been & sort of Infidel, for 
he was disposed to limit the eapsbility of his Lord. 
The Lord, however, did not rebuke Abs for being 
honest for laughing; he did not utter the malicious 
ery cf blasphemy.” According to the Bible chapter 
just considered, it seems Abe knew as much ag the 
ordinary man relating to maternity. Possibly he wes 
acquainted with some sexual laws. Is it possible in 
those days men lived to be nine hundred years old ? 
If so, why not a corresponding period of productiv- 
ness? Was not man by God told to “multiply and 
replenish the earth?“ 

In the sepulcher of emblem, confined by the eoffin 
of parable, from the shroud of allegory, has been 
snatched a mummified fact—viz., according to Gen. 
xvii, 17, men in Abe’s day were procreniivly useless 
for a period of their lives amounting to hundreds 
of years. O Methusaleh, what a desirable Onsth- 
olio priest you would hav made for the last nine 
hundred years of your life! Well, Abe, the original 
blasphemer sniekered at the Holy Ghost, and asa 
word against this ghost is not “forgiven in this 
world or in the world to come,” poor Abe is now in 
everlasting fire. Let us further seek for Bible right 
to blaspheme. “ Come let us reason together,” says 
Isa. i, 18. Not faith together. What does dear Paul 
say? “Prove all things, hold fast that which is 
good.” If this superb saint intends us to prove all 
things by faith, why do not Christians entirely dis- 
card reason and rely on faith for proof in all matters? 
When an arithmetical calculation is performed, let ug 
figure sccording to some faith rule. Let us ert faith. 
Let faith govern all things, or else lei us reason in 
dealing with theological humbuggery. Let us now 
speak our mind of the Ohristian religion of Jehovah ; 
let us ask for proof of all things concerning this side- 
show religion. : 

They tell us a self-creativ being named God, 
Lord God, and Jehovah, manufactured everything 
seen, felt, heard, tasted, and smelled by man. That 
this gentleman having a multiplicity cf cognomens 
created all from nothing. That there was a time 
when time was not, when space was not, and when 
matter was not, and that the great being who made 
himself, also made time, space, and matter. They 
allege that Jehovah made the first man from the 
dust of the earth, and original woman from that mans 
ribs. They assert this primal prir were placed in a 
garden called Eden, the whereabouts of which no one 
knows, and were told they could esi anything growing 
therein except the fruit of one particular tree—thai 
of knowledge of good and evil—a tree which now ig 
a member of an extinet species. Well, the Christians 
claim that one day while the Lord God was sway 
from the celebrated garden aforesaid, a snake came 
waltzing along on his back, head, or tail and engaged 
in conversation with the female occupant of that 
garden. Now, they say this snake persuaded the 
Woman to taste the fruit of that forbidden tree, that 
she in turn coaxed her spouse to also est, and that 
this maddened their maker—the Lord God-—to such 
an extent that he ordered the enticing serpent to 
nevermore waltz as hereinbefore stated, but to, in 
the future evermore, crawl on his belly. But this 
was not enough to appease the anger of & just and 
merciful creator. He was not satisfied with cursing 
the snake by compelling him to adopt a locomotion 
which is apparently the only one a snake could hav. 
God must hav more revenge, so he says to the gar- 
dener: “You'll hav to sweat hereafter for your 
grub; I've quit manufacturing Edens for you.” 
God also cursed the woman, and all the cursss are 
said to apply to us of to-day. They tell us “in 
Adam’s fall we sinned all,” and I must acknowledge 
that the Christian theory of this world’s creation and 
the fall of man is the most reasonable, pleusible, and 
sensible theory without proof I am aware ci. Well, 
the Talmages tell us that God the unchangeable, 
after cursing, damning, flooding, and devastating 
the earth for four thousand years after Eve ate 
the apple, finally changed his mind, concluded 
that man needed a “pick-me-up” after his fall, 
and about one thousand eight hundred years ago 
gave his only son, who was old as his dad, that 
all who believe in him may be saved thereby from 
the fallow with cloven feet and pitchfork in hand 
who is especially pleased to toss human beings into 
a “lake of fire and brimstone,” located God only 
knows where. Well, this only child, after carpenter- 
ing and meandering around near a place called Jeru- 
salem and showing himself a very clever prestidigi- 
tateur, is af last nailed to a cross (by a people whom 
his father had taken especial care of for all preced- 
ing time), whereon he asks himself why he has for- 
Saken himself. But in the language of Voltaire, 
“God murdered God to appease the wrath of God.” 

Let us follow St. Paul’s advice and see what Jesus 
saved us from. 

Christ plagiarized the rule of Confucius. The 


[1] So 
“The simple believeth every word.” 

Some believers think when one conceives that God 
is nowhere, then that one is prepared to commit all 
manner of crime. Such believers judge only from 
their own feelings and they had better continue 
believing. Some strong-minded men who are tender- 
hearted hav at times in the presence of animals suf- 
fering a feeling of delight come over them. They 
immediately banish this sensation. May some not 
be able to exile this feeling? Does it not account 
for the apiness with which some people believe in 
hell? It is a significant fact that our criminals are 
mostly believers. The feeling alluded to—said to be 
prompted by the devil—is probably a reversion to 
some very ancient savage animal progenitor of man. 
If the truths of heredity were more fully and gener- 
ally understood the escape from pain, civilization, 
would be much easier. 

The fancy tabernacles appeal to the truly vulgar, 
not to the thinker. A semi-brainless youth is im- 
posed upon by elegance. He mistakes pomp and 
ceremony for argument. The fact that Ohristianity 
now exists is taken for proof that it is a divine insti- 
tution. And those eminent Christian gentlemen. 
Does not the Hon. Mr. H. belong to the church? 
And that drunkard who sweats and toils in pain that 
Hon. H. shall be honorable is an Infidel? Yes, but 
that cashier dwelling in Montreal is a Christian. 
The church now has plenty of arguments which 
Ohrist lacked. $ 

What earthly benefit does a poor laborer derive 
from a prayer-meeting where he hears his earthly 
boss ask our heavenly boss to “shower blessings on 
us all,“ and knowing his earthly boss alone receives 
the blessings in the shape of elegant residences, mag- 
nificent vehicles, and all luxuries; and knowing that 
only with the eyes of faith can it be seen that “our 
heavenly father” and not the poor laborer is the 
giver of these blessings? The dirty workmen are 
the makers of the blessings which are called down 
from heaven. I listen to believers who claim the 
Lord Jesus has cured them of disease. Well, what 
if he did? Did not the same Jesus invent the dis- 
ease and cause the afflicted to hav it? Think of all 
the sickness and suffering in this world which Jesus 
does not alleviate. Think of wars, hurricanes, pesti- 
lences, famin, and floods, and then think of a be- 
liever who claims to be cured by the Lord of some 
slight ailment. I hesitate not to ssy such people 
are engulfed in infinit ignorance and sacred selfish- 
ness. It is cheerfully admitted they are sincere. 
So are Catholics, Mohammedans, and Mormons. So 
are savages, and so am I. Let us sting them into a 
sense of their insignificance. We substitute Come to 
justice for Come to Jesus.” 

The Bible of Christians, they say, is the voice of 
God to man. If so, what part of our bodies is this 
voice addressed to? The brain or vermiform ap- 
pendage? What good is the brain if not to think? 
Has not an Infidel as good a right to speak his 
mind concerning this alleged word of God as a be- 
liever? The usual answer by Ohristians to the last 
question is, No.“ Christians say, “Read our holy 
scrap-book, but if you conclude if is false keep your 
thought to yourself. For if you speak, you will hurt 
our feelings, and compel us to secure ourselvs by 
shouting ‘Blasphemy’ (in the good old days we 
would hav scorched you), as we cannot answer your 
arguments with reason. Faith alone furnishes us 
reply.” The Wanamakers and Talmages think only 
of their own feelings. They cannot understand how 
they insult sensible beings by telling them they and 
their innocent children are on the road to hell. Let 


the Bible to prove their right to blaspheme—speak. 
I find in Judges xix a narrativ of slimy obscenity 
and demoniseal revenge. The last verse of this 
chapter reads: “And it was so, that all that saw it 
said, There was no such deed done nor seen from the 
day that the children of Israel came up out of the 
land of Egypt unto this day; consider of it, take 
advice, and speak your mind.” I hav spoken mine. 
Now let some parson spesk his and illustrate the 
divine mystery it embraces. Who is it that is meant 
to speak their mind? The pope says it is for him 
alone “to consider of it,” “take advice” (of the 
Holy Ghost), and speak his mind. The Talmages 
insist they hav the same privileges as the pope; and 
as for myself, having been entreated to read the 
holy bosh, I hav concluded to speak my mind, 
although I hav taken no advice of pope, priest, nor 
parson. If we can speak our mind regarding one 
chapter of God’s holy botch, why not of all? 

Let us search the botch for an unpunished blas- 
phemer—one who laughed at God. Genesis xvii is 
very important, and informs us that when Abram 
was ninety-nine years old the Lord God sppeared 
unto him, altered. his name to Abraham, eto., and 
promised him a son; verse 17 divulges that, “Then 
Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said 
in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is & 
hundred years old? And shall Sarah, that is ninety 
years old, bear?" You see Abe had so little confi- 
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Golden Rule of which we hear so many boasts 

was given by Confueius 500 so, in these words: 
„What I do not wish men to do to me, that I 
also wish not to do to men.” What wonderful faculty 
was required to. originate this rule? According to 

the Talmages people living previous to Christ’s com- 
ing knew not enough to be decent, for they had not 
heard of this rule. Is seems to me if many had not 
. followed this good rule previous to the birth of 
Jesus he would hav been born into an empty world. 
Even savage tribes would perish unless they slightly 
acted in accordance with the Golden Rule. Is it ob- 
served and practiced to its fullest extent even among 
Christians? The bare rule is of small consequence 
in the hands of savazes. Ib is not enough to tell 
people to be good. We need to know what good is. 
It is of no earthly use to giv rules consisting of 
meaningless words. Obrisi told folks to be good 
and forgot to say it was wrong for them to enslave 
their fellow. men. Instead of juggling with water, 
fig trees, and fishes, why did not Jesus Ohrist say: 
“Thou shalt not suffer the sale of men even if they 
are black-skinned.” Instead of viewing all the king- 
doms of this earth from an “exceeding high moun- 
tain,” why did not Jesus Christ say: “ When Amer- 
ioa is discovered do not ravish the Mexican and 
Peruvian empires, nor murder the Indians even if 
they do not believe in me.” When J. O. was 
tempted on that “exceeding high mountain,” does 
anyone—aven Talmage—suppose he saw these king- 
doms? I understand our present postmaster-gen- 
eral hies himself from Washington home to Philadel- 
phia every week to teach & Bible class, and I desire 
him to send me a postal card stating where that 
“ exceeding high mountain” can be found. Instead 
of promising those who believe in him that they can 
without fear of death gobble prussic acid, why did 
not Jesus say, Thou shalt. not drink whisky, which 
. destroys morality, curses mankind, and prevents 

people from keeping my rule.” 

A Ohristian's nearest sensible answer to this last 
question can be that ss he reads not of whisky in 
the holy scraps and only of wine, it was not neoes- 
sary for Ohrist to speak against a non-existing evil. 
If, as Mohammed did, our savior had cursed strong 
drink, he would hav been quite a savior. In place 
of telling believers they can quack with a new tongue, 
why did not Ohrist furnish reason to persuade Infi- 
dels? Instead of promising the faithful they can, 
minus harm, jam their fingers in an unfanged rattle- 
snake’s mouth, why did not Jesus establish his doctrin 
so that it would be clearly discerned, thus saving the 

lives of millions who hav been slaughtered in his 
name, for his sake? Perhaps in this case Jesus 
meant dead serpents, for he said not which. Instead 
of giving believers power to cast out devils, why did 
not Jesus say devils sreimaginary, therefore, Thou 
shalt not suffar a witch to die.” Instead of saying, 
. “Ram your hand on a leprosy sufferer and he will 
recover, why did not God's only progeny tell of 
vaccination, anesthetics, the present science of sur- 
gery, and giv a sure remedy to destroy microbes, 
which the genius of the nineteenth century human 
saviors has proved the cause of all dreadful diseases ? 
Ok course the Christian's only reply is that these 
wonderful promises of their savior were intended 
to be fulfilled only in the days of the ignorant apos- 
tles; and to this I retort that the necessity of belief 
was also only intended for those days. Obrist prom- 
ises great capabilities for those who believe, but I 
fail to find believers more espable than Infidels. I 
hav known Christians with faith the size of that 
“ exceeding high mountain ;" but they were totally 
unable to miraculously move even a mustard-seed. 
The truth is, Jesus Ohrist of theology never existed. 


Volney, in The Ruins,” has completely proved my 


assertion. They say Jesus, after preaching for a 
short period of his Ilfe—and that consisted, I insist, 
chiefly in telling. folks to do right and not whet was 
right—was killed by Jawa “whom the great Jeho- 
vah had failed to civilize.” Knowing the fearful 
curse of slavery, and the destruction of cities which 
. would ensus in after years; knowing that hundreds 
of thous nds of helpless beings would, after his as- 
cent to heaven, accused of witchcraft, be butchered 
by his followers; knowing that his cruel creed—the 
necessity of belief— would originate all manner of 
diabolical devices to torment and kill thousands of 
honest heretics ; knowing that in America millions 
would in futurity perish on battle-fields, languish in 
prison, and that her widows and orphans would be 
“given to drink vinegar and gall;” and all as a 
result of the teaching of his father; knowing of 
all this reserved for the future, why did Jesus Obrist 
say while on his cross, “ My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?" Had he indeed been a God, he 
would hav known he had failed to perform his duty, 
had omitted to do what even his most villainous 
follower to day would hav done. Instead of saying, 
“Father, forgiv them,” why did he not say, 
“Father, forgiv mo?" What did Jesus Christ die 
io redeem? God's ways are mysterious, is the par- 
son's only reply ; and I then ask, What are parsons 
being paid for? For what purpose are they edu- 
cated ? : 

If immortality is a fact, it is a fact, even if the 


possession— which he advocated, hav, in partnership 


every war in Christendom, and spurted out the life- 


But, you say, the sacrifice of all these redeemers is 
nos as great, nor deserves the praise that a God who 
cuts his own throat does. 
knew all the ecstatic joy awaiting his advent in 
heaven. 
you know he really suffered? Oould he not dispel 
psin with a wish? Could he not appear to suffer 
excruciating agony and yet that same moment. be 
in the midst of joyousness? Would it not hav been 
rather superfluous for him to actually suffer? Now, 
do you not desire to believe that, after all, Jesus did 
not suffer any pain? Oertainly he who was brutal 
sufficient fo refuse to prevent future misunderstand- 
ings of the Holy Botch, was crafty enough not to hav 
experienced the least bad feeling on that cross. 


announced to an ignorant Christian horde his honest 
mind. For this he was imprisoned seven weary 
years in dungeons built by Christ's vicar on earth. 
He was finally burnt. 
human redeemer was offered his life to recant. 
Bruno did not believe in the divine demon or merci- 
less mysteries of Christianity. No gates of heaven 
were open for him. No golden streets to traverse 
or heavenly music to charm were in the grest un- 
known for Bruno. 
a hypocrit ? 
for Bruno. 
were piled around him and lighted by the followers 


fatal mission. 


ing Giordano Bruno? Did Christ in heaven shed 
tears while Bruno burnt? Why did he not then 
redeem the world from misery * 


life devours life,” how “every drop of water is a 
battle field.” 
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Bible is a mass of lies and infinit absurdities. "The, 


hope of life after death victuals in luxury a multitude 
of loafers—parsons. 
"The system of human slavery which Jesus took 


particular pains with “exceeding great joy” not to 


discourage, and the belief in witchcraft—demoniacal 
with his needless necessity of belief, caused nearly 


blood of innumerable millions of human redeemers. 


Now, Ohrist positivly 


He knew also of &nesthetics. How do 


Here is the opposit of Jesus. Giordano Bruno 


Before being sacrificed this 


Did he recant? . Did he become 
Life is sweet. This was the only life 
He was placed at the stake. Fagots 


of Christ. Slowly the torturing heat commenced its 
Bruno’s sufferings were horrible. 
He could not banish pain. He knew he was for- 
saken, but he asked not why. He knew. He knew 
an ignorant world of Christ s fanatical demons had 
repelled the truth. Not, however, the truth of 
Onrist. The truth of nature. Thus did honest 
Bruno die, and to candidly express my honest mind 
I must say no God could equal this in sacrifice. 
Jehovah once loved the stink of burning flesh. See 
Ex. xxix, 18. Oan it be possible a momentary rever- 
sion to that former taste returned to God while his 
honest and perfectly consistent disciples were roast- 


All animal life has sense of pain. “Think how 
How every respiration may graft 
within our bodies the living seeds of death. How 
every footstep in a flowery field destroys intelligence. 
Think of wars which draw the life-blood from the 
side of nations. Think of epidemics. Think of all 
crime and misery now existing. Ol barbaric Russia's 
Siberian exiles, of cannibals. Of the one billion 
three hundred million persons now living who are 
bound for hell. Think of the sacrifices of thinkers. 
Ot Bruno, Servetus, and ali the martyrs. In the 
face of this evidence what idiocy for me to worship 
a Savior who saves only a few from the violent ven- 
geance of a good God; a “light of the world” whose 
light is the glare of hell, and whose terms of salva- 
tion are the frightful necessity of believing what my 
brain belies. It has been said that “disease is the 
natural state of a Ohristian.“ 

Here is Christianity: 7 x 2 — 14,000,000. 

Let us hear no more of one who saves from an 
imaginary fire beings whom the one created and 
destined for that fire. For the “ light of the world” 
80 managed matters when he was here that after his 
flash it remained for Infidels to furnish the truly 
needful light. In one respect Ohrist was a proto- 
type of our parsons. He said do right,” but failed 
to say what was right. Jehovah in Eden and Ohrist 
in Palestine were the same. They in either place 
gave the people very little valuable information. 
Again the question is put, For what earthly use did 
that Nazarene peasant liv a few short years in ob- 
scurity and perish ona cross? A complete analysis 
of this subject discloses that the so-called redeemer 
originated only a single new ides, and that is the 
desirability of believing in him to escape his savage 
brutality—eternal punishment. 

Brother Talmage, shall we unite with you in 


prayer ? E»pwis N. BERORHER. 
— —49-4-4.9— ————— 


"The Agnostics and Spiritualists: Their Polit- 


ical Relation. 
Recent articles in the leading organs of both these 
parties, illiberal in their spirit toward each other, 


| suggest the remark that their differences in aim are 


not incompatibilities or rational motivs of hostility 
such as are evinced by the Kila Gibson “ Brotherhood 
of Moralists” and M. L. Salter. The latter recog- 
nizes the usefulness of Spiritualists in directing at- 
tention to magnetic and psychic faculties previously 


either ignored or vilified; but he does not allude 


to the fact more important to us, that as shown in 
recent persecutions, Agnosties and Spiritualists bear 
in common the brunt of church hatred, of which gen- 
eral and state governments are the executiv organs. 
It is in fact a war to the death, a war for the spoils, 
that is waged against us because we, both in d:ff»r- 
ent ways, represent the principle of liberty; Agnostios 
by denying biblical authority, Spiritualista by super- 
seding it in their democracy of new revelations. 
Political sympathies ought to unite us sgainst church 
organizations and especially against their alliance 
with the state. ‘Without taking up the cudgels for 
Spiritualism, whose evidences hav not come home to 
me, I submit that for the scientists and serious 
thinkers who profess belief in them, they are very 
different from those phenomena of the circle” and 
of hypnotism, which Mr. Salter adduces. Even if 
the term hypnotism, from nos, sleep, could embrace 


them, it would not be what is understood by that 


term. That is not understood of revelations by 
dreams of important facts known to no living person 
and which continue beyond the grave the practical 
sympathies of blood relationship. Take such s case 
as has been recently cited, of an English gentleman 
whose dream not only anticipated the cablegram 


from India, of his brother's death, but acqueinted 


him with persons and places as well as events, set 
before him as upon the boards of a theater, and 
which and whom he recognized and verified on going 
to India to settle up his brother's estate. Anti- 
christ,” I see, recognizes the prevalence of Agnosti- 
cism among Spirituslists. 

Sympathy among the inquirers at s circle, or 
rather synergy of intelligent aims, is rationally requi- 
sit for intelligent communications; but those prac- 
tically conversant with the formation of circles will 
probably scout as absurd the idea of their general 
and collectiv hypnotization. Let us not break the 
back of this Spiritual camel by an overcharge. What 
has hypnotism to say to an apparition Been by gev- 
eral disconnected parties at different hours and 
places on the same day, as in the recent case pub- 
lished by the New York Herald, of a Congressman 
in New Jersey, whose will had been violated by hia 
relativs in the disposal of his property? The wit- 
nesses here were nof interested parties and were not 
in sympathetic contact with esch other. There was 
no question of magnetism. The ghost, though in 
this case a modern Congressman, is a customary 
visitor since history began to be written as well as 
among peoples who write none. It is not dependent 
on mediums, or circles, or magnetizers, and seems to 
be apparent to dogs and horses as well as to man- 
kind. Modern Spiritualism only pretends to be a 
particular method of inviting its appearances and 
conversation. 

Hypnotism in the free untechnical sense warranted 
by its derivation from nos, sleep, extends to all 
revelations in dreams whatever may be thought of 
spirit agency in them. There is another hypothesis, 
viz, that of intelligence in the collectiv life of our 
planet, by communion with which the individual may 
become spontaneously conscious of whatever 
exists upon the earth without limitation by its 
special senses though otherwise only within the 
range of its intelligence. 

This is not claiming anything transcendent, since 
many beasts and birds are proved to possess 8 
coplanetary sense of places ard direc ions, by which 
they find their way home from distant points, and 
even Across oenng. M. E. Lazarus. 


— — . —ñ4ũ 


How to Help The Truth Seeker. 
1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and 
thus save a half dollar apiece. 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand 
or in his shop window. Be sure that he displays the 
pictures. 

3. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to take off his 
hands at the end of she week any that remain unsold. 
If he exhibits.them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
among your acquaintances. On your request, we 
will send you back-number sample copies free. 

b. Lsave & copy occasionally where it will be 
picked up—in the train, in the factory, in the 
meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Leave it picture side up. i 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts, 
and when convenient hand one to a friend. 

7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend 
to take it. 

Is it or is it not trus that there is an eternal hell? 
The horrible doetrin must be abandoned publicly 
and frankly by the churches who hav hitherto 
preached it, and who must bear all the consequences 
which will follow its retraction, or else it must be 
„admitted to form a portion of the church’s creed. 
P It is vain and untrue to dissemble the fact 
of this doctrin’s legitimate place in the faith of 
Europe, and of the gloom it has shed over the miil- 
ious of souls who partially receive it, and the sgonies 
and madness it has caused to the thousands who 
hav more vividly grasped its meaning. V. Cobbe. 
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Ignorance, Superstition, and Persecution. 


The above heading is the expression of a most 
unholy trinity, little less than three in one and one 
in three. Likewise are they so joined together 
that no man may put them asunder. Ignorance is 
the hot-bed of superstition, which is the strait and 
narrow way to persecution. The brain starved into 
a famin—worse than Tanners forty.day siege—is 
crazed to madness and seizes its own kind to devour. 
Here we hav wholesale barbarism and downright 
cannibalism. Reputation, liberty, and life were de- 
voured by these human vultures. But two events in 
the religious history of our race will be needed to 
prove this—the Spanish Inquisition and the St. 
Bartholomew massacre. Like hungry wolves, this 
mass of ignorance and superstition glutted upon the 
rights, reputation, and lives of their fellow-citizens. 
The butchery came neither by chance or providence. 
It was no more than the legitimate progeny of igno- 
rance and Bible superstition. The same wretched 
sire and dam would to-day bring forth the same 
slaughter, but for the power of science and the 
valor of freemen achieved by the thinkers of our 
age. Our heroes in the climax of human life and 
rights, say to the rabbis, popes, and all manner of 
priests, Thus far thou hast gone, but no further 
shalt thou go. The tortures of the Inquisition, the 
blood of the St. Bartholomew, the banishment and 
hanging of the Baptists, and the burning of the New 
England witches must suffice for your maw of igno- 
rance and superstition. The thousands upon thou- 
sands victimized upon the bloody altar of your 
bloody faith must not be repeated in our age of 
harmony. As the time of your silly, sickening 
miracles has, with a few exceptions, passed, 80 must 
. the age of your slaughters. If indeed without the 
shedding of blood there can be no remission of sins, 
then sins will no longer be remitted, and your horrid 
sing are finding you out. 


To the credit of the Jews, they are learning from 
bitter experience that Bible religion and persecution 
go hand in hand. Hence they are moving toward 
the way, if not already on it, of common sense and 
Freethought. The Universalists and Unitarians are 
moving on the same upward grade. The better 
quality of brains, the higher order of courage and 
candor, in the more educated orthodox churches are 
eliminating from their creeds some of their worst 
features. Along with these must go the same feat- 
ures just as explicitly expressed in their holy 
Bibles. Revolutions in accord with evolution, never 
go backward. Seing this, the more hopeful church 
Classes, like sea-captains in dangerous storms, are 
overboarding their heaviest material in the forlorn 
hope of saving the rest. Nor can their increasing 
numbers of honest and profound thinkers escape 
the overloading process. The lots are being east for 
their Jonabs, and the big fish is at hand in the crystal 
waters of Freethought to bear them to land. As they 
get safely to shore and find honorable and prosper- 
ous living, thousands of others will desert the ungea- 
worthy vessel and follow their leaders. 


Never since the Jewish or Ohristian age hav com- 
mon sense, skepticism, and Freethought flourished 
as now. A clergyman once told me he thanked 
the Jord for having hia mother bear thirteen 
children, otherwise he had never been. So we 
may thank our Darwins, Huxleys, and Ingersolls 
for making our age and our lives more than worth 
living. As Job is reported to hav said that he saw 
alight in the cloud, we can more truly say, rejoic- 
ingly, that we see one of more exceeding brilliancy. 
Since, in one sense, ignorance is nothing, darkness 
nothing—nonentities—so knowledge and light are the 
entities to fill their places and dispel their miseries. 
This most happy and noble work is going on year 
after year, month after. month, day after day, and 
hour after hour. 

Unlike the miger, these golden elements are 
distributed freely, profusely. In giving thoughts 
and knowledge to others we keep even more for our- 
selvs. Qui docet dicit—he that teaches is taught. 
Ignorance is a disgrace. The code of Moses recog- 
nized, condemned, and punished the sin of igno- 
rance. By this the Israelites still stand as on their 
Sabbath, Z. e., the seventh day, and the Bible unclean- 
ness of swine’s flesh. From all these, modern 
Christians hav made the most inconsistent, not to 
sayignorant, departures. Besides, their persecutions 
far exceed any known among the Jews, if indeed we 
can say, modernly, that the Jews persecute at all. 
Neither can we truly say that Ohristian persecutions 
are due to chance, willfulness, or providence. They 
are effects linked with their Bible causes. The 
exile of Baptists and the burning of witches by the 
old Puritans in New England came from their loy- 
alty to their Bible and, as they ignorantly believed, 
their God. Therein did they read: “Thou shalt 
suffer no witch to liv;" “If any man preach any other 
gospel than that we hav preached let him be anath- 
ems.” Painful as it must hav been to exile and to 
burn, as it was for Washington and his cfficers to 
hang Andre, yet such was the law and such seemed 
to be the necessity to fulfill it. 

Two more modern instances of the cruelties of 


religious ignorance and superstition are at hand. A 
woman, named Ann Lee, was driven, it seems, from 
England, over a century ago, by her noisy departure 


from the established * faith once delivered to the 


saints.” Unlettered as she was, coming to our side 
of the Atlantic, she seemed to be well schooled in 
housewifery, industry, and charity. Soon she began 
to gather her members into a communistic religious 
family, taking the name of Shakers. Harming none 
but trying in their way to benefit all, they had to 
meet through their first years (Mother Ann at their 
head) the most unreasonable and cruel persecutions. 
In more than one sense these betrayed the ignorance 


of the persecutors, since the aim was to put them | Hall 


down, while the end naturally came out to put them 
up. From their little handful of humble, kind- 
hearted, industrious members they grew into some 
twenty prosperous, independent societies in the 
different states. From one of them D. M. Bennett 
came and blessed the world with Taz Trours SEEKER, 

Two weeks ago a new sort of preacher, George 
J. Schweinfurth, from his farm and church near 
Rockford, Ill, came with his sister and a principal 
member to visit one of their little churches in this 
‘city. Asis the custom of Ohristians, they became 
the guests of a leading member, Mrs. Ward—no bet- 
ter Ohristian nor exemplary family in any commu- 
nity. Representing that the man aspired to be a sec- 
ond Ohrist, curiosity and ridicule came up in spon- 
taneous or miraculous generation. On Sunday, with 
a crowded and respectable audience in Mrs. Ward's 
large parlors, I listened to the preacher’s two-hour 
sermon. A more dignified, courteous discourse it 
has not been my fortune to hear through my long 
life. While he dissected the wrongs of our past age, 
tracing them into the churches and dragging them 
from the horns of the altar, it was done in fine par- 
liamentary style, holding the undivided attention of 
his intelligent audience to the close. He claimed to 
be like Christ and representing him only so far as 
he had learned and was still learning, by his spirit, 
his soul-renovating truths. His church which he 
had founded, and for which he was constantly work- 
ing, would eventually triumph, as it held, lived, and 
proclaimed these pure, uncompromising radical 
truths. : 

The next day, the Star, our leading city paper, 
came out with a notice of the secret meeting of 
citizens with “strong religious tendencies,” eto., and 
the note they had sent Mr. Schweinfurth to leave af 
once or take a coat (by implication if not expressed) 
of tar and feathers. For two or three successiv 
evenings Mrs. Ward’s residence was besieged by 
crowds blocking up the street in front. The police 
came and did their little to dispel the crowds, and 
the mayor, to his credit, promised protection. 

Here again ignorance was at the root of this 
shameful persecution. Probably not one of the 
erowd had read or given a moment’s thought to 
the terrible religious slaughters of the past, nor 
to the shameful persecutions of Ann Lee and her 
followers—her followers claim that she was Christ's 
second appearing—too blind to see that in repeat- 
ing this wickedness they were building up the cause 
they were aiming to pull down. And surely the 
temple of American liberty which they are thus 
“ secretly trying to sap, will fall first on the pitiful 
sappers. Samson seems to hav been thus crushed, 
and Jeff Davis and his seceding coadjutors in at- 
tempting to rivet the chains of their slaves knocked 
the last one loose. 

Readers will pardon me for seeming to dignify this 
insignificant conclave by using such illustrations. 
An old Dutchman had his son Jake in the fence cor- 
ner to jump out and “boo” as he rode the colt by 
to show that he was very “shentle.” As the boo 
came the colt sprang and the old man landed on 
the ground, getting up to thrash his boy. * Papa, 
didn’t you tell me to boo?” “Yes, Jake, I did, but 
thought you had sense enough to know dat was too 
big a boo for dis little colt." So may it be with my 
boo about these secret boobies. W. PERKINS. 

Kansas City, Mo. 

: ———— P. i —À 


Pious Mockery. 


On the 16ih of May I passed the ninetieth mile- 
stone of my life's journey, and on looking back over 
the long distanee I can remember nothing that ap- 
pears to me more like rank mockery and blasphemy 
than many things that are done by churches in the 
name of what they call a holy and sacred religion. 

Take, for instance, the following. In February 
last, the Trinity church in a New Jersey village 
undertook to get up a church feast or pious frolic, 
and here is a list of the advertisments that appeared 
in a daily paper to call attention and custom to the 
same: - 

Trinity church entertainment and supper at Cosmopolitan 
Hall to-morrow night, Wednesday, Feb. 4th. Admittance, 
10 cents. Supper tickets, 25 cents. 


Gipsy chorus to-morrow night at Cosmopolitan Hall. 
Gipsy Jane will tell your fortune to-morrow night. 


on’t eat your supper at home, thinking you will not be 


e to geta square meal at Trinity church supper to-morrow 
night. 


The Ladies' Guild are noted for their good suppers and 


plenty of it for the money. 


Delmonico's the place fora supper. You may say that 
now; but not after you hav had a supper prepared by the 
Ladies’ Guild of Trinity church. Go, Feb. 4th 


Orange tree in bearing to-morrow night, Cosmopolitan 


Gipsies are always camping out, rain or shine, so do not 
Stay at home if it should rain. 

The Orange girls, as well as the tree, will be worth seeing 
to-morrow. Paco 

All of the above notices were scattered along 
among other advertisments in one paper and repeated 
the next day; and I do not know as I ever saw 
another such article of pious falsehood, mockery, 
and blasphemy in my life except here and there in 
the Bible and from clergymen. Trinity church 
means the church of the Father, Son, and. Holy 
Ghost; and here they hav brought down Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, or their names, and united 
them with a gormandizing, junketing company of 
pious liars, frauds, and cheats. Some who saw the 
advertisment of oranges thought that an orange 
raised in this climate in a parlor or hot-house would 
be a curiosity and went to get one. After paying 
ten cents admission they found that the orange tree 
was & cedar, and the oranges tied to it were made of 
rags sewed up and stuffed with some kind cf trash. 
Some gave ten cents for an orange for the fun of 
showing the pious patent fruit, while the more igno- 
rant bought them to aid the fraudulent church in 
carrying out its sham work in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Am I too severe? 
Is it right for the churches to lie and cheat in the 
name of the trinity, and teach their young people 
that religion will permit them to lie and cheat in all 
the transactions of life? The gipsy fortune-tellers 
were not gipsies at all, but village girls; and if they 
had been gipsies what has the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost or a trinity church to do with gipsy fortune- 
tellers ? l , 
. But enough of this for the present. Seventy 
years ago I saw that the churches of this nation 
were running out of grace and godliness—if they 
ever had any—and commenced lecturing on that 
subject. I traveled thousands of miles and delivered 
hundreds of. lectures, never took a fee at the door, 
never permitted a contribution-box to be passed 
around, and never once in all my travels asked for 
food unless I had money to pay for it, and it was not 
half the time that I had a farthing, but went hungry 
until some one felt my wants and offered food freely. 
After lecturing some years I started & paper in 1845 
devoted to the same cause, hoping to reform the 
church, and sent it at least one year fo every man, 
woman, or child that asked for it, whether they paid 
or not. I now hav piles of letters proving that my 
lectures and writings brought some thousands of 
people out of the churches to pursue a more rational 
course, the most of whom hay now passed away 
without any fear of Calvin's hell, or the angry, 
wrathful God of the man-made Bible, my own dar- 
ling wife being one of them. I came to this place 
about eighteen months since with a desire to feel 
that every human being that I met was my brother 
or sister, but I still find it impossible to keep my 
pen and tongue still while I see errors that are ours- 
ing the world; so I must continue to pursue my 
own course my few remaining days if it dooms me 
to die without a single friend. O trinity! trinity! 
how tby friends mock thee! 

In love to all, 

Vineland, N. J., June 15, 1891. 


» — .. 
Reeent Gems from the Religious Press. 


The Cumberland Presbyterian says: What is 
named ‘holiness’ does harm when those who pro- 
fess it stop trying to do better and begin to criticise 
their neighbors for not preaching the same doctrin 
and making the same profession.” 

We are inclined to the opinion that what is named 
“ holiness” bears about the same relation to a pure 
and just morality as a bottle of Jersey cider Inbeled 
champagne does to the genuin imported wine. 
That men should walk about labeling themselvs by 
their garb and elongated visages “holy” and “ pious,” 
striking terror to playing children who stop in their 
sport to look after them in wondering awe, as some- 
thing supernatural, is of itself to any reasoning mind 
the outward evidence of an inward fraud. Of all the 
lazy paupers which labor is called upon to support 
by the edict of our magnificent civilization, the 
priests and ministers are the most useless and insist- 
ent. 

The princely paupers who liv by the exertions of 
others, make at least a pretense of doing something for 
the amusement of their set,” thereby making a slight 
return for the privilege of being “loafers,” but your 
priests and ministers, dealing entirely in & future 


J. HaokzR. 
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world, while robbing the deluded in this, hav no valid 
excuse to offer for being helpless beggars upon the 


bounty of the world. After centuries of persistent 


fraud, born of the selfish lust for power and pelf, the 
Jong retinue of followers of a manufactured god, the 
devil, heaven, hell, purgatory, bibles, saviors, apostles, 
are about to be buried deeper and more lastingly 
than was ancient Pompeii. No more shall dead men 
who lived in the dead past stretch out their flashless 
arms to menace the liberated thought of living men 
of the present day. Never look at the past nor the 
future, they are not ours, but in the ever-living pres- 
ent bend your best energies for the establishment of 
natural justice on this earth. 


A correspondent of the Christian Register (Unit.), 
writing on the cases of Dr. Newton and Dr. Rains- 
ford, says: . 

Premising that your views of the ministry are probably not 
different from mine, I beg leave to suggest that you hav en- 
tirely overlooked, it seems, the most important element in the 
case—that of positiv law. It is not a question of how “liberal” 
Mr. Newton or Dr. Rainsford may be. Each of these gentle- 
men has taken, in common with all clergymen of their de- 
nomination, a solemn obligation to maintain the doctrin, 
disciplin, and worship of the Protestant Episcopal church." 

A sailing-master signs a manifest of the cargo and 
takes a “solemn obligation" to do his utmost to 
land in safety and good condition passengers and 
cargo at the port of destination for which his vessel 
sails. Adverse winds or crippled machinery renders 

it advisable to throw overboard some of the cargo. 
What would be thought of the passengers if they, in 
solemn conclave, decided that none of the cargo 
should be sacrificed, but instead the captain should 
* get out "—that is, leave the vessel at the first 
opportunity. Mr. Thomas G. Shearman tells the 
Presbyterians in a letter to the Hagle that they hav 
on board of their religious craft the doctrin of “ elect 
infants,” which implies millions of nom. elect boiling, 
broiling, and sizzling infants, which are being eter- 
nally cooked and never done, by the express order 
of God almighty. He tells them to throw this 
doctrin overboard ; they tell him and Dr. Briggs to 
“ get out” and leave that lovely and loving doctrin 
alone. The correspondent of the Christian Register 
reminds Mr. Newton and Dr. Rainsford that they 
' are breaking the law of the church. 
This correspondent forgets that the law of the 
church is quite ancient; that since it loaded up the 
gospel bosh, quite a breeze has sprung up; in fact, 
a hurricane of doubt and discussion and waves of 
reason threaten to submerge the whole religious 
navy, unless some of the cargo is dropped into the 
gen, and that right speedily. 

It is the supremest folly to tell the captains to 
“get out.” The same conditions will confront their 
successors. 

The pity of it is, the religious squadron seems to 
be heading for Salt Lake. hy not lighten up and 
go into port with colors flying and at a fair rate of 
" Speed ? 


The Freeman's Journal (R. O.) says: 


There are several things to be said in favor of Dr. Briggs. 
Such a man will do more in a lifetime toward educating 
young men and guiding them in their investigation of truth 
than any forty of the four hundred who hav recently barked 
at him. An honest man even in error is to be commended, 
for honest investigation leads to truth. 


We quote this from a Roman Ohtholie journal in 
part to show the absence of sectarian bigotry in 
dealing with a Protestant question of church disci- 
plin, and also to exhibit the monumental gall of a 


Catholie editor in alluding fo “honest investigation 


leading to truth.” The “blarney” bestowed upon 
Dr. Briggs is another evidence that Oatholicism and 
Protestantism are surely coming together on many 
points, and that intolerance is fast disappearing on 
both sides. It is quite evident that they will join 
forces to meet the common enemy—reason and 
intelligence—in case of emergency, and that that 
er ad will arise in the near future is a conceded 
act. 

But “honest investigation leading to truth” from 
a Roman Catholie paper is enough to make the 
monks laugh, the bishops grin, the cardinals roar, 
and the pope to smile his saintliest. What is the 
truth about your transubstantiation fake, Mr. Editor? 
Is it not a monstrous, hideous, cannibalistic lie? 
Eating dead flesh and drinking the blood of a man 
dead for centuries past! Do you want an honest 
investigation leading to truth in that direction? 
Do you want to submit your bread and wine after it 
has been “changed” into the “Ziteral body and 
blood of Christ to chemical experts for a report as to 
its properties? Do you want honest investigation to 
lead to truth by proving your priest liars when they 
tell your poor dupes that for certain sums of money 
their friends are brought out of purgatory? Cer- 
tainly honest investigation does lead to truth, and 
that is just what all churches hav always avoided. 


You must be joking, Mr. Editor. If the truth 


could but be made clear to sll men today, the 
churches would be deserted to-morrow. 
M. ALLEN SMITH. 


Ida O. Oraddock, secretary of the American Secular 


the necessity of confining ourselvs to this sort of work, 
when we ought to be up and doing aggressiv, practical work 
in the field. But our hands are tied at present. We hav no 
field secretary, and the board hav agreed not to attempt to 
appoint any for the rest of the fiscal year. 
the lecturers in the field—appeals which we hav been making 
over a year—hav passed unheeded, save in one instance, 
where a lecturer did discuss the matter in the papers and 
announced his intention of attending the Portsmouth congress 
to help in the matter of coóperation—an intention which he 
was unfortunately prevented from carrying out. With that 
solitary exception, the Liberal lecturers hav maintained a 
discreet silence regarding the American Secular Union, or 
hav at most spoken of it only to criticise. 
is to be hoped for from them—as even Mr. Stevens, the 
former secretary of this society, has lately volunteered us 
the information that he found it utterly impossible to secure 
their codperation with the American Secular Union. 


“masterly inactivity.” 
them I judge they are eager to make every stroke 
count for Liberalism. Is it true that “ nothing is to 
be hoped for from them,” as Miss Oraddock says! 
Lecturers are neither able nor willing to divide their 
slender income with the Union. They cannot carry 
the Union financially. If it isto be a success it will 
require funds. 
furnish, even if they were willing to carry the Union 
as the Christian carries his cross. 
see this cause triumphant, and see genuin coópera- 
tion between the Liberal lecturers, men and women, 
and the Union; not coöperation between the Union 
and one or two lecturers. 


business proposition, as definit and tangible as has 
been made to a lone “field secretary? 
eling secretary must be salaried to the extent of 
$1.500 or $2,000 & year, why not offer $500 
(not more 
who will enlist under the banner of the American 
Secular Union? 
the main, as he now does, on his own efforts to make 
expenses and a fair livelihood. In this way would 
not a generous rivalry spring up among the workers 
in the field as to who would organizs the greatest 
number of societies, and solicit the largest fund for the 
Union, and circulate the greatest number of Union 
documents ? 
would rather sustain ten lecturers at $300 each 
from a common fund, than to pay one man $2,000 
or $3,000 a year. I am ready to volunteer in this 
work the Ist day of October; but I will agree to 
no plan that will exclude any brother or sister lect- 
urer. 

none." 


——— a a ——————— 
Colonel Ingersoll on Immigration and Land 


From his Response to the Toast, “ Our Visiting Friends,” ata recent 


fishness ; grow a little smaller, and all at once say: 


Who Is to Blame? 
To rae Eprror or Tue Tereora Berreg, Sir: Miss 


Union, in her last interesting communication says: 
Nevertheless, the secretary regrets, more than she can say, 


Our appeals to 


Plainly, nothing 


Perhaps the lecturers are not to blame for this 
From my acquaintance with 


The lecturers hav not the funds to 


I would like to 


Would it not be well to make lecturers a definit 


If a trav- 


than that) each fo all lecturers 


Then let the lecturer depend, in 


I think the Liberals of this country 


Let all be treated alike; “privileges for 


W. F. Jameson. 
Des Moines, Ia. 


Reform. 


Banquet in Helena, Mont. 


There was in the United States of America from the 
years 1862, 1863, and 1864, for fifteen years, the 
most marvelous exaltation ever attained by any race 
of men. There was a time when we were infinitly 
in love with justice, with liberty, and when we felt 
that we had given freedom to every man, woman, 
and child standing beneath the flag. Now my only 
fear is that, after passing through that splendid 
period, we may come back to trade, that we may 
come back to the minor things of life, and to what 
you may call the harassing details of business; that 
we may then be governed a little more by our sel- 


People enough hav come to this country; we don’t 
want any more, no matter whether they are oppressed 
in their own lands or not; no matter whether any 
poor man, in some far-off land, has a dream for his 
children and says: “I will take them to the great 
republic, where every man, no matter how poor he 
may be, can take his little boy on his knee and say, 
‘Jokn, all the avenues of distinction are open to 
you; there is the school-house open to you.’” 
I tel you that sweetens and makes sacred 
every drop of sweat that rolls down the face of hon- 
est toil; and yet some people are saying: We hav 
got enough of them; we hav got enough.” In my 
judgment it is all wrong, all wrong. 

If you look at the map of the country about 
which so much has been said, and so well said; just 
take the Mississippi river and its tributaries, all that 
vast territory drained by that system of rivers, I tell 
you to-night there is plenty of room—plenty of 
room—to take care of and feed and clothe and fur- 
nish roof and raiment and education to six hundred 
millions of people. We, here in the United States, 
hav got about one-seventh of the good land in this 
world—here in the United States. There are only 
about fifty millions of square miles in the whole 
earth, and a great deal of that is taken up by ice, 
and a great deal by sand. We hav got about one- 
seventh of the good land of the world, and we don’t 
want to begin fo get narrow and s little mean and a 


I believe that is the toast. 
friends are I don’t know. I am the only one that 
I know, and I can say that I am welcome, as far as I 
am concerned ; and I can further say that I thank 
you all from the bottom of my heart for having 
given me an invitation to be present. 


little contracted. We must remember that our 
ancestors, many of them, landed upon these shores 
as poor as any human beings hav landed on any 
shore, and we must remember that their sons are the 
most prosperous in this world. So I want the most 
generous policy everywhere. 
that we take the criminals of any country, or that 
we take the psupers of any country; but we do 
want every honest man that comes here and wants 
to make a living, and we ought to welcome him with 
bot arms wide open. We hav got lots of room 
ere. 


I don’t mean by that 


So much to my toast of Our Visiting Friends” 
Who the visiting 


And let me say another word while I am at it. 


Mr. Carter has just been appointed, or a little while 
ago, to the position of commissioner of the general 
land office. I am glad that a Western man has 
received that appointment, but you can hardly blame 
Eastern people for thinking that too much land is 
being given away in the West; when we read in the 
papers that several miles from Helena land is worth 
$40 or $50 or $100 a foot, and then talk about giv- 
ing away millions and millions of acres, you can see 
how it strikes the average man in Massachusetts. 
But for myself, I am glad that a Western man has 
that place. 

about lands. 
said in the country about single tax and all that sort 
of business, but I hav got a hobby on the subject. 
Now my hobby is this, that that land will be the 
most prosperous that has the most landowners in it; 
it will be the most prosperous where the men who 
own the land plow the land ; it will be the more pros- 
perous the more homes there are in it. 
I am in favor of exempting a home of a certain value, 
all homes, from every kind of taxation, as well as 
from forced sale for any reason whatever. 
you please, the home is the unit of good government. 


And right here, I hav got a hobby 
You know there has been a great deal 


Consequently 


Say what 
Now there is the next step. If you want to build 


a railroad from here to somewhere, and of course 
you do, the law is so that that railroad can condemn 
the land necessary for its construction. Now I want 
the law so in every state of this Union that if any 
man or corporation owns above a certain amount of 
land, that certain amount of land is to be fixed in 
each state according to what is done with that land ; 
that if any person or corporation owns more than a 
certain amount of land and won't sell it, you can 
condemn it for a home exactly as you would for a 
railroad, and let. twelve men pass upon the value, and 
let the man that wants the home pay what it is 
worth and take it. I don’t believe in robbing any 
man under the sun simply because he has got more 
land than he ought to hav, but I believe in saying to 


the man, “If you want to make your home upon that 
land, and the owner, although he has plenty of land, 


refuses to sell, go into the court and fix the price ;” 


because we do not want a nation of tenants; we want 
a nation of home-owners. I tell you it is pretty 
hard to get a man to shoulder a musket in defense 
of a boarding-house. Very few are willing to fight 
for the landlord. Rather fight the landlord. 

Now if this commissioner of the land office will 
do all he can, and I believe he will, to giv every man 


a home on the public domain who is entitled to it, 
and, in the language of your governor, will keep it 
from the rapacity of speculators or of corporations, 
and giv it to the man that really wants to plow it, 
that really wants to raise something for himself and 
family and add to the wealth and prosperity of the 
state if he will do that he will be the best land commis- 


sioner that has ever gat in the place, in my judgment. 
But it may be well enough for me to ssy that you 
must not expect too much of him, because he cannot 
make the laws; the laws are there, and, besides all 
that, there is another above him at present. So you 
mustn't expedt too much. All that you hav a right 
to ask is that he do his level best in that direction, 
and I believe he will, from the confidence you hav 
expressed in him. That of itself is & certificate that 


— — —ü— 


he is going to do what he can. 


Lectures and Meetings. 
June 26th, at the Manhattan Liberal Club, 220 East 15th 
street, Mr. W. C. Owen will talk about “ Carlyle and Social- 
ism.” 


W. 8. Beit gave two lectures in a grove near New 
Castle, O., Sunday, June 14th, to very large audiences. It 
was the first time that the Freethinker had been heard in 
that part of Coohocton county. June 19th, 20th, and 21st 
Mr. Bell lectured in Butler, Pa. His address for the sum- 
mer is 654 Monroe street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Tuar which is no longer susceptible of change may 
continue to exist ; but it has ceased to liv.—Kuenen. 
— = —ñ—äõ 
and courage to swim against 


Ir requires strength | ABA 
aires E dead fish can flow with it, — 


the stream ; while any 
Alexander, 
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They make a saint of every lone fisherman and tent- 
maker who will leave his useful calling to preach a | 
crusade of wrath. This army of saints, headed by 
Peter, is supposed to be diligently engaged in storm- 
ing the celestial citadel and forcing from it divine 
favors for the benefit of faithful believers. Manu- 
facturing saints has been one of the most interesting 
and imposing ceremonies of the Ohristian church. 
All along the dark ages it was frequently performed 
to impress on the ignorant devotees the power of 
the church. The darker the age the more saints. 


Communications. 


Saints: Their Make and Use. 


Instinct may be defined, the principle that governs 
the actions of life in the absence of the reasoning 
faculty. All the animal creation is dependent on in- 
stinet in proportion to the lack of reason. The plant 
aud flower also are under the same law; they in- 
stinstivly reach out toward moisture, light, and 
heat for sustenance and health. Now, man, the high- 
est order of animal on this planet, though pos- 
sessing the faculty of reason, is also under the law of 
instinct, less only in proportion to his acquired in- 
telligence through observation and experience. For 
without observation and experience the faculty of 
reason could hav nothing on which to exercise its 
function. Primitiv man, a child of nature, does not 
begin life in a professor's chair, explaining tbe inter- 
relation of the antipodes or the causes of insanity. 
Bat he looks upon the sun and moon with great 
reverence ; he gszes upon the starry firmament with 
ecstatic wonder; he sees the big water and in it with 
veneration ventures to bathe his dirty feet. He is 
mainly under the law of instinct, and as well might 
an arbitrary command be given the fox not to touch 
the chickens under pain of eternal starvation as to | 
forbid him to eat of the most luscious fruit growing 
before his eyes. But like the plant and flower he 
ny reaches out and yearns for light and 

elp  . 

The universal history of man warrants the con- 
clusion that he instinctivly seeks some object of 
worship. Some few people in the world hav at- 
tempted to reach to the cause of all function and 
power—to grasp and comprehend deity itself; but 
all such attempts hav failed, for it is not given the 
finite mind to even apprehend the infinit. These 
failures hav forced all peoples to conatruct second- 
ary or intermediate gods and demons that may coma 
at least within the bounds of human imagination. 

One of the most ancient religions that contains 
any philosophy, of which we hav any knowledge, is 
the Hindoo. Its poets and sacred writers acknowl- 
edged their insbility to reach an eternal being. I 
quote: Who knows, and who in this world shall 
declare, whence and why this creation took place? 
The gods are subsequent to the production of this 

world; then who can know whence it proceeded, or 
whether it upholds itself or not? He who in the 
highest is the ruler of the universe, does indeed 
know, but not another one can possess this knowl- 
edge.” These  Hindoos exhibit more humility 
and less conceit than Ohristians ever hav. They 
venerated the aun and the stars; they personified 
the principles of good aud evil—picturing them as 
antagonistic gods, exch contending for mastery. 
They hed a few more inferior gods, but their record 
of miracles and their calendar of saints make con- 
parativly a poor showing. Their saint-god, Buddha, 
they believe was incarnate; who thus ranks Jesus as 
tio time. Now, while the Hindoo worships the 
greatest manifestations of deity, his highest, invisible 
Jod, Vishnu, is the full equivalent of the Jewish 
J shovah. Í $ 

The ancient Egyptians, too, worshiped the same 
great manifestations. They erected beautiful temples 
and dedicated them to the sun and moon (Osiris and 
Isis). They also paid divine honors to the river Nile, 
as on its annual overflow depended their support. 
Thus far their religion doesn't look like abominable 
idolatry. They may hav selected and honored the 
festiv onion as the representativ of all good vege- 
tables, aud gave it praise as such. Now, all history 
agrees that a larger population and a better govern- 
ment in Hevptiwere the rule before Christianity in- 
vaded it. The Egyptian did not spend his whole 
time in murder and crime because no Christian monk 
was by his side. But the Egyptians were not much 
given to man-worship, hence a lamentable lack of 
saints. True, they had a good many inferior repre- 
sentativ gods; but their invisible Jupiter-Ammon 
is equivalent to the Jewish Jehovah. 

All religions hav their basis in astronomy. Bot 
the Greeks while they made a god of the sun (Apollo), 
another of the sea (Neptune), etc., and personified 
the elements and human passions, were prone 
to apotheosizing their heroes—making of them gods 
and goddesses. These latter bear a more striking 
resemblance to Christian saints than the Christian 
likes to admit. As Grecian poetry is profuse with 
the imaginary exploits of their gods and goddesses, 
80 is our ecclesiastical history stuffed with some pre- 
posterous, some impossible, some fraudulent doings 
of the blessed saints. And certain it is that the 
Greeks were more cultured and had a better govern- 
ment before Paul got in his disastrous work 
among them than at any time since. But while they 
had a long calendar of gods and goddesses, their 
great invisible god Jove is the exact equivalent of 
the Jewish Jehovah. 

Now take a look at the Christian saints. Their 
great numbers prove the early Obrisiians much given 
to man-worship. They start out with a man-god, 
and then cluster around him an army of saints. 


church and object to all its doings during a period 
of more than a thousand years; but in doing so 
he must acknowledge that during all that time his 
Lord was not able to manage his own divine enter- 
prise, and that not till Luther came to his sid could 
he rescue it from pagan mummery, anti-Ohrists, 
harlote, ete. i l 

But Christian nations are indebted to the dark 
ages for their patron saints. France has her St. 
Denis; Russis, her St. Nicholas; Spain, her St. 
James, etc.; and what would Ireland do without her 
St. Patrick? And even here, without the help of 
saints how could we find names for the multitude 
of churches—Saint Paul's, Mary's, Bridget’s, eto., ad 
infinitum ? Sp 

The first followers of Jesus are all classed as 
saints—the whole sect; but in the fourth century 
saintship became more expensiv. Then the church 
laid down harder conditions, and classed them as 
follows: 1. Apostles and evangelists; 2. Martyrs; 
3. Confessors; 4. Doctors in learning; 5. Virgins; 
6. Matrons and widows. Since the tenth century 
the manufacture of a saint has become & momentous 
affair. “It consists of two stages---beatification and 
canonization. The former stage consists in a decla- 
ration by the pope that the beatified person is 
entitled by reason of eminent virtues, attested by 
miracles, to be regarded as a saint, and as such to be 
honored and invoked. The inquiry in both beatifi- 
cation and canonization is conducted by a congre- 
gation of cardinals, and consists in examining his 
writings (if any), then of the holiness of his life, and 
finally of the miracles alleged to hav been performed 
by him in life or obtained through relics and inter- 
cession after death. Proof of two such miracles is 
required. After the saint is finished, the cardinal 
prefect of the congregation of rites hands the pope's 
brief to the csrdinal arch-priest of the Vatican, by 
whom it is read, the Ze Deum is intoned, the image 
of the beatified individual is uncovered to receive 
ihe veneration of ihe assembly; high mass, with the 
collect, in his honor is sung; and in the afternoon 
the pope goes solemnly to the church to pay rever- 
ence to the image.” I omit the details of this 
great ecclesiastical ceremony ; but at such times St. 
Peters edifice is specially decorated at vast cost— 
the entire expenditure is estimated at not less than 
£20 000 == $100,000. 

Now, this costly saint may be invoked by the 
devout, through pence and prayer, to obtain heavenly 
bleseings ; and the particular church that is fortunate 
enough to possess the crown of an old hat, a lock of 
hair, a toe-nail, or other relic of the saint, has the 
inside track to win divine prizes. 

Performing of miracles has always been considered 
as the first claim to saintship. Martyrdom is held 
next in order. But many of the earlier saints, like 
the apostles, after performing many miracles, rejoiced 
in suffering martyrdom—expecting thereby to receive 
an hundred-fold reward. They then performed 
miracles to prolong their torture, but never to save 
their lives. Curious, isn't it? 

The New Testament furnishes little authority on 
martyrdom except the case of qesus; but church 
tradition goes to show that a decided oraze for the 
honor and emoluments of martyrdom prevailed soon 
after his disappearance. The last we see of Peter in 
the Testament is at a council in Jerusalem; but 
tradition takes him to Rome, and there has him 
praying to be crucified with his head downward, 
that his death might be more ignominious than that 
of his divine master. Nothing really is known of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John—how they lived, or 
whether they lived at ail; but church tradition has 
it that only John died a natural death. Of course 
the three others were martyred, and all became 
saints. But the apostle John didn’t hav quite a 
natural death. Tradition says he went from Patmos 
to. Asia, and being one hundred and twenty years 
old he digged a grave and buried himself in it; and 
that long afterward the earth above his body boiled 
N and falling as he breathed— many witness- 
ing it. . : 

Paul is a good saint. He never worked at his 
trade after his conversion. He did not love women 
—because he couldn't; so he hates them in his epis- 
tles. He traveled over the Roman dominions look- 
ing for martyrdom. In Rome he managed to get 
into prison, and after two years’ free board he was 
put out of it; but church tradition has it that late in 
life Nero kindly accommodated him with the crown 
of martyrdom. 

James, the son of Zebedee, surnamed the Elder, 
and brother of the apostle John, was a fisherman, 


The Protestant may deny the authority of this 


hung up 


Herod is said to hav made an early martyr of him, 
and sent him on the way to paradise rejoicing. 
James the Less, brother or cousin of Jesus, the sup- 
posed author of the epistle of James, is said to hav. 
been stoned to death in Jerusalem. 


But the manner of martyrdom of the apostles is 
mild-like compared to that vouchsafed to many 
aspirants a century later. The holy martyre,” re- 
cords the veracious ecclesiastical hietorian Eusebius, 
“ underwent such torments as are above all descrip: 
tion. The tormentors employed to torment the 
lady Blandina tortured and mangled her from morn- 
ing till evening, till they themselvs were faint. But 
that blessed woman renewed her strength so that it 
was a refreshment and ease to her; and though her 
whole body was torn to pieces, yet, by pronouncing 
the words ‘Iam a Ohristien’ she was immediately 
recreated and refreshed, and felt no pain. After the 
executioners had given up the business of attempting 
to kill her, which they could not accomplish, she was 
in chains dangling within reach of wil 
beasts. And this no doubt was so done by the ordi- 
nance of God, that she, banging in the form of a 
cross, might by her incessant prayers procure cheer- 
fulness of mind to the evffering saints around her. 
After she had hung for a long time, the wild beasts 
not venturing to touch her, she was oast into prison 
and reserved for further torment. There she re. 
joiced in what she had gone through as if she had 
been invited to a wedding-dinner; whereupon they 
broiled her whole body in a frying-pan, which she 
not at all regarding, they cast her to a mad bull, who 
foamed and tossed her to and fro upon his horns} 
yet she had no feeling of pain in all these things 
her mind being wholly engaged in conference with 
Ohrist, so that at length, when no more could ke 
done unto het, she was beheaded.” This pious ac- 
count seems to show that mangling and broiling the 
lady didn’t amount to a straw ; but when she was 
beheaded her savior either oouldn't or wouldn't save 
her in that condition, 

Take another sample from the same author: “As 
for Senetus, deacon of Vienne, when there was noth- 
ing more they could do to him, they clapped red- 
hot plates of brass on most tender parts of hin body, 


which fried and seared him al! over ; yet remained he 


immovable, being cooled and refreshed with heavenly 
dews of the water of life gushing from the womb of 
Christ; his body being all searred and drawh 
together, having lost the external shape of s man, in 
whom Qhrist performed great wonders. For when 
these wicked men began again to torture him, sup- 
posing that the same tortures, repeated while his 
body was swollen and inflamed, would master him or 
that he would die, they were sorely disappointed; 
for by these latter tortures his body got relief from 
all the injuries incurred before—he recovered the 
use of his limbs; he got rid of his pains; so that 
through the grace of Christ, the second torture that 
they put bim to proved to be a remedy and eure in- 
stead of a punishment.” In this case it seins hob tO 
hav occurred to the tormentors to behead their man. 

Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, was honored. with 
mertyrdoin along with twelve lesser lights. The 
tormentors tried in vain to burn him to death. They 
ran s spear into his navel, and the flow of blood Was 
so great that it quencked all the fire. But they 
killed him somehow, and made him a great saint. 

These are fair specimezs from the long calendar of 
chureh-authenticated mertyrdoms. But nobody out 
of the Christian cloister ever knew anything about 
them. “The blood of martyrs is the seed of the 
church,” says the Christian; hence he ektols the 
quality and enlarges the quantity of such bloody 
fertilizer. Under its nourishing influence the church 
grew rank and crue]. These stories of torture, blood, 
and miracle were invented and used by the priests 
for centuries to edify and gratify the ignorant, gap- 
ing devotees of the marvelous. They fell back un- 
der the law of barbarous instinct, made worse by re- 
ligious fanaticism. Common sense, probability, res- 
gon, had no charms for them. The more preposter- 
ous the story the greater the faith. The more hor- 
rible the alleged martyrdom, the more entertaining 
and satisfactory. And all through the Dark Ages of 
Christianity by such means pope and priest ruled 
and degraded their followers. ö 

And these recitals of torture indueed 8 cruel dis- 
position in the Christian. He was led to feel that 
like torments should be inflicted upon every dog of 
a Jew,” pagan, or heretical Christian. Hence inqui- 
sitions, racks, thumbscrews, fagots, etc. A French 
historian (Guizot) relates instances of Ohristian 


1 troops beheading prisoners of war for refusing to giv 


up their own religion and kneel to and kiss the cross. 
That cross has led the slaughter from century to 
century, from Jerusalem to Mexico; and even to-day 
in some parts of Europe, the Christian delights to 
rob and torment the Jew or heretic. Obristians hav 
suspended the practice of forcing the cross on un- 
ee people only where they hav lost power to 

O 80. 

Much of the frightful system remains to this day, 
In Ostholic countries crosses are met with on the 
roadside bearing effigies of Jesus or some other 


! gaint in an attitude of anguish to stimulate the long 
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traveler. In their churches it is just the thing to 
hav printings of suffering martyrs hanging on the 
walls. And even our Fifth avenue cathedral has its 
memorial window exhibiting a naked saint reclining 
on an iron grating with a glowing fire under it. The 
devout worshiper by intently gazing at it, expects to 
obtain a portion of the heavenly blessings promised 
the suffering saints. 

. Nor can Protestants get along without the use of 
this blood-fertilizer. Some of them may chop up the 
eross and sell the old paintings of torture; but 
many of their Sermons beat paint in presenting har- 
rowing description of the terrible sufferings on a 
cross, and the eternal agonies to be endured by the 
unbeliever in a hell. As between the two it is about 
an even game: “You pays your money, you takes 
your choice.” L. G. RRxp. 

— . ́—‚ ä— . — 
Religious Perseeutións in Germany. 


Dr. Voelkel, Magdeburg, Editor of the Freiretigtoses Sontags Blatt, in 
: : the Nattonal Reformer. : 


A remarkably large number of German Freethink- 
ers bav lately been subjected to heavy sentences of 
imprisonment for blasphemy and “ defamation of the 
state church” and its institutions. Though in former 
years such sentences were not rare, it seems as if 
just after the abolition of the Socialist laws the 
state took a special, though not a benevolent, inter- 
est in all those working in the Freethought cause. 
Whilst formerly sometimes months elapsed without 
^ sentence being recorded in the Neues Freirelig- 
ióses Sontags Blatt, hardly a week now passes in 
which such an event is not reported. Herr Kruhl, 
in Silesis, was lately condemned to six months’ im- 
prisonment, because in a lecture he reproached the 
church with trying to stupefy the people, and with 
on y attracting old women and children. The same 
punishment was meted out to Herr Erth in Saxony 
for similar expressions. As to myself, I was sen- 
tenced three times during the space of two months, 
first to a fortuight’s imprisonment, for an alleged 
insult to two clergymen, who had by unseemly inter- 
ruptions disturbed one of my lectures, and caused 
the meeting to be dispersed by the police; further 
ho six months: imprisonment for defamation of the 
Virgin Mary; and, finally, bo aterm of six months 
for blasphemy in the form of criticism of the doo. 
trin of the trinity. As regards the last two sentences 
I hav appealed to the Rsichsgericht in Leipzig for 8 
new trial. Iam now undergoing the first sentence 
of a fortnight in the prison of Gommern near Mag- 
deburg; and am writing this in cel! No. 2. 

Let us first consider what the German statute- 
book orders in regard to blasphemy and the defama- 
tion of the church. See. 166 ordains: Whoever 
creates annoyance by blasphemy, also whoever as- 
perses any of the three religious communities no- 
knowledged by the state (the Protestant, the Cath- 
olic, and the Jewish), shall be punished by imprison- 
ment up to five yesrs. , 

"The sense of this is clear though it is elastic: It. 
is an offense (1) to blaspheme God, (for the punish- 
ment of this “crime” it is, however, necessary for 
one of the persons present to be annoyed) ; (2) it is 
an offense to asperge any of ihe three religions, their 
Ordinances or forms, z.¢., baptism, communion, eto. 

There is no clear definition of the word blasphemy. 
The Reichsgericht has decided that aspersion of the 
church or its ordinances, if it is nob done in a acur- 
rilous manner, is not punishable. The dogmas of 
the church may also bs eriiicised, providing thai the 
church itself is not thereby indirectly defamed. 
Whatever is not clearly expressed by the law is eluci- 
dated by the decisions of the Reichsgericht. It is, 
therefore, necessary to be well acquainted with these, 
if one is to avoid danger. Many of the judges sre 
not sufficiently acquainted with these decisions, aud 
their sentences are often quashed on appeal to the 
Roichsrath. The editor of a workman's journal, 
who had written a poem which was thought to offend 
against Seo. 166, was condemned. The Reichsgericht 
having quashed the first sentence, I defended him 
in Nordhausen Thuringen at the second trial and 

obtained his acquittal. 

During the last six years I hav been prosecuted 
innumerable times for blasphemy, but hav slways 
been acquitted, having conscientiously kept within 
the bounds of Sec. 166 and the decisions of the 
Reichsgericht. The mode of procedure is as fol- 
lows: The public meetings and lectures sre under 
the supervision of two police officers, who sit next 
-to the speaker and take notes during the lecture and 
the discussion. Should either of these or anyone in 
the audience believe that Seo. 166 has been offended 
against, they immediately inform the public prose- 
outor, He orders the magistrate of the district to 
hold à preliminary examination of the sccused. 
After this the accusation is served. I hav repeatedly 

been enabled by this written defense to obtain a 
withdrawal of the accusation. The next step is the 
judicial procedure before the five judges constituting 
a tribunal. The result is condemnation or acquittal. 
In osso of condemnation, an appeal is allowed to the 
Reichsgericht in Leipzig, should there hav been an 
error of form or of law in the sentence. 

I wish to say a few words about my first law- 


suits, in all of which I was acquitted without law- 
yers help. The first prosecution against me was 
for writing a fairy tale, “ The unhappy heir,” which 
appeared in the Sonntags Blatt. The charge was 
one of indirect blasphemy, and aspersion of the 
church by ridicule of the Bible. The public was ex- 
cluded, as is usual in such cases. After an hours 
debate I was acquitted on ali the five points on which 
I had been charged. It was not blasphemy; it was 
only “ disparagement " ( Zerabseizung) and “ want of 
reverence” (Mangel an Hhrerbietung). The state 
prosecutor had asked for six weeks’ imprisonment. 
The second prosecution was for a speech at a bur- 
ial in Jessnitz, Grand Duchy of Anhalt. The public 
prosecutor himself requested an acquittal, and the 
couxt complied. 
A third prosecution was in connection with the 


Sonntags Blatt. I had published & poem which 


described the grand effect produced by the interior 
of the Cologne cathedral. In the last verses the 
poet laments that these ennobling sentiments van- 
ished completely when two priests in absurd apparel 
(Narrentracht), with silly babble, conducted a so- 
called service. The public prosecutor demanded 
two days’ imprisonment. The verdict was acquittal. 

I pass over many other cases in which I was ao- 


quitted as a result of my written defense, without the 


case going to verbal trial. In one of these charges 
the prosecutor in Erfurt had incriminated geven- 
teen points in one of my lectures. Fourteen of these 
impeaehments were only quibbles; three only were 
of any importance. My defense, covering three 
sheets, proved the untenableness of the charge by 
an overwhelming amount of theological material. 
The charge had been made by a schcolmaster. 

In one of the last trials, in Berlin, the public 
prosecutor asked for my acquittal after having heard 
my defense, and this was agreed to. The trial had 
lasted a long time, ‘The “blasphemy was contained 
in a lecture I had deliversd before the Frie 
Gemeinde in Berlin. By the arrangement of Herr 
Friedrici, president of the society, each speech is 
stenographed. In order to obtain the report of iny 
lecture, the publie prosecutor had ordered the house 
of Herr. Friedrici and the houses of several of 
the other members of the committee to be searched. 
The bookcases of the society had been broken open, 
and the contents ransacked to find the report, in 
defiance of the protests of Herr Friedrici. But the 
search was in vain, because, I believe, Herr Friedrici 
bad the document in big breast-pockel. And in 
spite of all these energetic measures, which could 
not hav been more severe in a case of high treason, 
there followed a verdict of acquittal in compliance 
with the demand of the public prosecutor. 

I come now to the two unfortunate lawsuits which 
hav up to the present led to two separate sentences 
of six months’ imprisonment. I delivered a lecture 
last year at Muhlhausen, in Thüringen (where once 
Thomas Mintzer lived), on the religious aspect of 
the Peasant Wars of the sixteenth century. I refuted 
the theory of the Oatholio historian, Janssen, that 
Luther had caused the Peasant Wars. I stated that 
as early as 1476 a Franconian peasant, called the 
piper Hans, because he played the flute at weddings, 
asserted that the Virgin Mary visited him at night 
and revealed to him her opinions of the pope, the 
emperor, etc. This statement, which may be found 
in every detailed history of the Peasant Wars, was 
misunderstood by & schoolmaster, present af the 
lecture, who consequently charged me with blas- 
phemy of the Virgin Mary. He believed me to hav 
said that the Virgin Mary had received nocturnal 
visits whilst she lived, thereby hinting at the illegiti- 
mate birth of Jesus Christ. In the context the mie- 
understanding is at once explained ; but three of the 
judges, who were Roman Catholics, and the Catholic 
public prosecutor were prejudiced against me. In 
vain I pleaded that in a lecture on the Peasant Wars 
of the sixteenth century I could not possibly hav 
aliuded to an event (the birth of Jesus) which was 
said to hav happened fifteen hundred years before, 
and which had no connection with my subject. 

The court had omitted to subpoena one of my wit- 
nesses. I demanded that he should be sent for at 
once. The court adjourned for an hour. My wit- 
ness appeared; he gave a correct report of my lect- 
ure, and was much surprised at the statement im- 
puted to me. He was then cailed upon to swear 
that I had not made the statement. This he could 
not do, but he declared on oath that he had not 
heard the statement, and must hav done so had I 
made it. The witness for the prosecution, the 
school-master who had informed against me, admitted 
on oath that he had not heard the crucial word 
“received.” Nevertheless the public prosecutor con- 
sidered the onse proved, and demanded nine months 
imprisonment and immediate arrest. He considered 
me guilty of blasphemy, the Virgin Mary being 
looked upon as a deity in the Catholic church; snd 
guilty also of aspersion of the Catholic church and 
its ordinances. The court decided by three votes 
against two for a sentence of six months’ imprison- 
ment. 

An appeal against this judgment can be made on 
several points, The first is that it ig founded on 
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evidence, the chief part of which was.not given on 
oath. In the second place, in spite of my repeated 
demands, the court omitted to ask the witness for 
prosecution whether he had been annoyed by the 
statement ; this, as mentioned above, being necessary 
for the punishment of blesphemy. 

A month after this I was again sentenced to six 
months’ imprisonment. In a lecture delivered in 
Halle I had criticised the doctrin of the trinity 
and contended that the Bible gave no proof of it. I 
seid that in the story of the baptism of Jesus (John 
i, 32; Matt. iii, 16; Mark i, 10) the appearance of 
the Holy Ghost, in the form of à dove, is represented 
asa vision seen by Jesus, or by John. The dove, 
however, was a pagan bird, and, what is most im- 
portant, the explanation that the three were one is 
wanting. 

I showed that the same want of a distiret exposi- 
tion of unity was apparent in the formula of baptism 
(Matt. xxviii, 19); thet Mark xvi, from the ninth 
verse to the erd of the chapter, was not found in the 
older manuscripts; that John i, 5-7, of the later 
Lutheran Bibles, did not date from Luther, but had 
been declared by him to be interpolated, etc. I re- 
minded my renders that Frederick the Great (“der 
alte Fritz”) had ssid the trinity made an exception 
to the multiplication table, as in all other cases three 
times one was three. And I ended by saying that to 
honor Jesus one need not look upon him as a God. 
A crucified God does not suffer as a human being 
would; every human being who combats, strives, 
Ew suffers, does more for salvation than a crucified 

od. 

An especial interest was given to the trial by two 
clergymen appearing as informers. They were not 
governed by their doctrin of loving their enemies. 
One of them was evidently ashamed of the despicable 
part he played; the other, in presence of the biased 
judges and the public prosecutor could see nothing 
but blasphemy in what I had said. On the other 
hand, I pleaded that I had said nothing against the 
existence of God, but that I had only endeavored to 
show that all the Bible quotations brought forward 
by me proved nothing. If the doetrinof the trinity 
had been clearly expressed in the Bible, there would 
hav been no reed for the bishops to hav voted on the 
subject centuries after. The expression, that Jesus 
“eame out of the urn (after the ballot) as a God" 
was considered a gross blasphemy. 

When I entered court I could at once foretell the 
issue of the trial The judges stared at me, some 
smiling end some laughing ; and maintained this at- 
titude during the whole trial. During my defense 
they conversed so audibly that I stopped suddenly, 
thinking I had not the ear of the court; but was 
told to proceed. I was finally condemned to six 
months’ imprisonment, at the instance of the public 
prosecutor. In both cases an appeal has been made 
to the Reichsgericht, bnt who knows what will be 
the result? 


— — i — 


Tue Jesuits in Madagascar hav been righteously reproved 
by the courts of that land for landers of the Freemasons. 
The head of the Jesuit mission has been fined $200 and 
ordered to pay damages to the amount of $2,000 to the 
Freemasons. Last year a lodge of Freemasons was estab- 
lished at Antananarivo, the capital of Madagascar. The 
Jesuits at once issued a pamphlet in the Malagassy language, 
setting forth the “disreputable and loathsome proofs of 
Freemasonry." The pamphlet said that the evils of Free- 
masonry were too great to be described in detail, and there- 
fore attention was confined to some principal instances. It 
asserted that kings and princes had been so beguiled by the 
social pleasures and feastings of Freemasonry as to shelter 
beneath their rank and power agents of the craft who had 
the destruction of these royal personages in charge, and who 
carried out their missione The execution of Louis XVI. at 
the time of the French Revolution was ascribed to Free- 
masonry. The pamphlet also said that previous to the intro- 
duction of Freemasonry into England from Germany, in 
1779, the people of that couniry were noted for the rectitude 
of their conduct, but that Freemasonry had spread among 
them vices of all sorts and many unspeakable crimes and 
evils, until the people had become greatly corrupted. This 
pamphlet made a profound impression and gave Free- 
masonry a bad name among the nativs, but the more inteli- 
gent part of the people think the Jesuits hav sustained a 
well-deserved defeat in losing their case. Of course the 
Catholic papers call the finding of the court “an outrage.” 


——— 


TaIMAE's church is fighting the collector of Brooklyn. 
Their counsel recently appeared before Judge Van Wyck in 
the city court and asked to hav the taxes, amounting to 
$1,385.40, which were charged to the Tabernacle members 
a few days after they bad bought their present site in Clinton 
avenue, to be declared null and void, on the ground that the 
church property was exempted. The church obtained title 
to the land on Nov. 9, 1889, and that on Nov. 15, six days 
afterward, the city’s taxes were confirmed. Corporation 
Counsel Jenks opposed the motion, on the ground that the 
taxes had become a lien on the property on July ist preceding, 
when the assessors’ books were closed. The church people 
are perfectly willing to enjoy the protection of government, 
but no one ever knew them to be willing to pay for it. They 
want other folks to keep up their fire insurance policy. 
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Oppressed People. 


Bome eminent and philanthropic persons whose 
hearts bleed for long-range misery hav completed an 
organization known as the. “Society of American 
Friends of Russian Freedom.” It is patterned after 
the English society, which has nine members of 
Parliament in its central committee. The American 
society is composed of Free Religionists and liberal 
Ohristiane, T. W. Higginson heading the list, which 
includes the poets Whittier and Lowell, Wm. Lloyd 
Garrison, son of his father; Bisbop Phillips Brooks, 
M. T. Savage, Heber Newton, George Kennan, the 
Russian prison explorer ; Mark Twain, heretic ; John 
W. Ohadwick, aud a few others of lesser note. 

The object of the society is “ to aid by all moral 
and legal means the Russian patriots in their effort to 
obtain for their country political freedom and self- 
government.” The present members do not intend 
and “are not asked to approve, to support, or 
countenance the extreme and violent section of the 
Russian opposition. Men and women,” they say, 
“ who hav made up their minds to commit acts lead 
ing to their own inevitable death are not likely to be 
inflaeneed one way or another by what outsiders 
think and say of them. What the society wishes to 
do is to tell to all liberty-loving Russians that many 
Americans are in deep and warm sympathy with 
their aspirations, that they will watch with eager 
attention every new effort of theirs, will hail with 
enthusiasm their victory, and will mourn for their 
sufferings in case of defeat.” This, of course, is of 
great assistance to a people being driven off to 
Siberia by thousands to perish from cold and bru- 
tality, 

In the address prepared by the Boston society the 
promoters say: 

**1, While all other Christian nations of America and 
Europe, including those recently enfranchised from the 
Turkish yoke (whieh are considerably behind Russia in 
culture), now liv under free constitutional governments, 
having their national parliaments, their responsible minis- 
tries, their Aabeas corpus, Russia is the only Christian coun- 
tryin Europe where no such guarantees exist. In Russia 
alone can men and women be arbitrarily arrested, thrown 
into prison, exiled, and otherwise be punished without any 
form of trial; in Russia alone are simple expressions of 
opinion visited with the heaviest penalties; thegovernment 
is not there sanctioned or modified by any popular vote, and 
millions of people, crushed under the burden of arbitrary 
taxes, are at the mercy of irresponsible, uncontrolable 
officials, whose will makes the law for them. 

** We understand that the main body of the Russian oppo- 
sition, even including the extreme revolutionary party, 
known by the name of ‘ Nihilist,’ asks for no impracticable 


reforms, being prepared to adopt legal methods of agitation 


“from the day the present autocratic régime is replaced by 
a constitutional monarchy which shall be controled by a 
national party. Until then, since no legal means of agita- 
tion are provided, it is not strange if men are tempted into 
illegal ones. 

„We consider the movement for a constitutional govern. 
ment in Russia perfectly legitimate, moderate, and timely; 
and we think that Americans, who were the first to proclaim 
and assert the supreme right of the people to self-government 
and independence, ought to help and encourage by all proper 
methods those who seek to follow their example. 

“3. The methods of the Russian bureaucratic despotism in 


hundreds of children, aged fifteen years and less, to be exiled 
to Siberia. 

“The Russian exile and. prison system, as it has been 
represented in the exhaustiv statements of Mr. George 
Kennan—statements which hav never been disproved—is a 
disgrace to our age and an insult to our common humanity, 
against which we are bound to protest, as some of us pro- 
tested against the similar atrocities perpetrated by other 
nations. 

* 8. We must also condemn the recent persecution of the 
Jews in Russia, under the pretext that some of their number 
were guilty of usury. 

* The wholesale persecution of the millions of Jewish 
people, who are generally extremely poor workingmen, the 
exclusion of Jewish youth from colleges and universities, the 
closing to Jews of liberal professions, can in no wise be 
viewed as protection against usury, but as a relapse into the 
barbarous practices of the Middle Ages. 

In all countries the amount of political and social equal- 
ity enjoyed by the Jews is in direct proportion to the general 
freedom. The Jewish problem in Russia must be solved in 
the same way that it has been solved in other countries ; and 
the abhorrence we feel at the persecution of a peaceful, law- 
abiding people, whose real offense is that they are Jews, is 
an additional reason for our wishing Russia te enjoy the 
safeguards of a constitutional government.” 


This stirring and great sympathy with oppressed 
people at a distance is a marked characteristic of 
many Americans and Englishmen. Nine members 
of parliament composing a part of the central com- 
mittee of the British society, are folks of this sort 
But what do they say when the Russians ask for 
constitutional government for Ireland? And Ameri. 
cans are all aflame over Ireland’s wrongs and Rassia’: 
tyranny ; but if any of the members of this society 
hav protested against the American official inquisi 
tions, the echo of their protest has not yet reached 
New York. Of course it is well enough to be indig. 
nant over the unequal land laws of Russia and tc 
print protests against Russian Jand grabbing and 
monopoly, but a few words against some of the 
hideous economic injustice in the monopoly of land 
in this country, as protested against by Oolone: 
Ingersoll, would not be entirely wasted, and might 
besides do as much good for humanity, standing 
perhaps as good a chance of being influential witt 
the powers that be. We do not wish to discourag: 
aby effort to extend freedom, but we are a little 
doubtful of those who feel so much for the oppressed 
of other countries and calmly look on at the mon 
strous injustice daily perpetrated at home. It’s too 
much like the Methodist ory for a million for mis. 
sions for the heathen, but not a word for the suffer- 
ing heathen right here within a mile of the Methodist 
headquarters. 

This society proposes to obtain and spread au- 
thentic information about the condition of Russia, 
to organize lectures, meetings, debating societies, 
and to use all other legal and honorable means of 
influencing public opinion in America, and to pro- 
mote similar societies in other countries. But why 
not do this first about the United States? Why not 
find out how many evictions of people unable to pay 
their rent hav occurred in American cities? How 
many tenant farmers hav suffered loss from raps- 
cious landlords? How many Kansas farmers hav 
been sold out at sheriff's sale; how many people 
died of starvation from lack of land to work upon? 
Why not organize lectures, meetings, debating 
societies, to discuss American hard times? Why talk 
about Russian official tyranny when Holy John does 
the same thing in his governmental department that 
the post-office censors of Rassia do? And all over 
the country people hav within the past few years been 
imprisoned for not being the same sort of Christians 
that the majority are. One died in a Southern 


‘prison where he was put for believing that Saturday 


and not Sunday is a holy day. Oat in Pittsburgh, 
Pa, they will not let a man lecture for pay on Sun- 
days if he is not orthodox, though Christians can 
and do so as much as they like. We havn’t heard 
that Mr. Higginson, or Mr. Newton, or Mr. Ohad- 
wick, or the two poets, hav said anything against 
such discrimination. 

We would rather organize a Society of Friends 
of American Freedom than try to coerce the czar, 
though that is a good object, and all who feel a 
keener interest in oppressed people across the water 


than in oppressed people in the United States should 


of promulgating his peculiar Ohristian doctrin, are 
not so tolerant as those of Rockford, Ill., where he 
is better and more unfavorably known. On the 1st 
instant some of the citizens of Kansas City consti- — 
tuted themselvs a committee to announce to the 
Ohrist that he is an impostor and to warn him to 
make himself less conspicuous on Kansas City streets. 
The committee held a mesting—business men of 
inflaence predominating—aad it was decided that 
the self-alleged Oarist is a blasphemer, and a sub- 
committee of twelve was appointed to look after him. 
A notifieation to leave town was prepared at “the 
request of some of the older and more conservativ 
men who thought it best to giv the alleged Ohrist 
time to work an ascension miracle, or to descend 

into hell and remain there for three days or longer 
if he desired, or to do anything to leave a vacancy 
where now his corporal presence exists.” The docu- 


ment reads: 
* KANSAS Ctr, Mo., June 1, 1891. 


“Gio. J. SOHWEINFURTE, 914 East Fourteenth st., Kansas 
City, Mo. 

* At a meeting held to-day by a committee of a number of 
citizens it was resolved that you as an impostor among a 
good people in this community, hav been a detriment to 
such an extent that the means adopted, as shown hereafter, . 
hav become a necessity, in order to protect some of your 
unfortunate, weak-minded victims against being openly led 
to deviations from the true path of good morals and Chris- 
tianity by your pretended teachings. 

** The people composing this committee are thorough Kan- 
sas Cityans and will not tolerate this imposition any longer,. 
but will readily adopt the necessary means to carry out this 
verdict. We hav resolved that for the good of our com- 
munity you are to leave this city within twenty four hours, 
and unless you so comply you must abide by the conse- 
quences. We want an answer by bearer of this letter, and 
if same is not given your noa-compliance will b» accepted 
and you may expect an early visit from 

** THE COMMITTEE. 
‘MENU: 
** FIRST BERVIOE, 
‘TAR AND FEATHERS.” - 

The messenger did not see Schweinfurth, but the 
communication was handed to one of the “ angels” 
who then c ff siated—in accordance with the accepted 
derivation of the word angel—as messenger. Onrist“ 
was in the upper regions of the “ heaven " and would 
not come down stairs nor would he deign any reply 
to unholy communication. Another meeting was 
held later in the day to further consider the case, but 
the result of the deliberation has never been made 
known, as the alleged Ohrist instead of miracu. 
lously setting at naught the machinations of the un- 
appreciativ Kansas Cityans appealed to the worldly 
powers that be. He dispatched an “ angel” to his 
honor Mayor Holmes, who entertained the seraphie 
visitor and promised worldly protection to the re- 
deemer from Rockford. So the committee's work 
went for naught. 

We think the good old-style Christians deserve 
rebuke for their illiberality toward this modern 
messiah. His claims are just as valid as ever any- 
body's were, and there is no more reason why he 
should not work miracles than there are against his 
proselytes doing them. His doctrins are no more 
strange in this generation than those of Jesus were 
in his ; and if virgins bore children nineteen hundred 
years ago, there is no reason why Schweinfurth’s 
female angels should not do so now, and still remain 
virgins. Schweinfurth ig of course an impostor, a 
scheming religious swindler, but he is not the first 
nor the worst of his class. Aside from his religious 
principles and acts he seems to be a gentleman in all 
except his property-monopolizing tendencies, but 
there hav been dupes and victims of such as he be- 
fore now, and the pious swindlers hav moved among 
decent people and even been highly estimated. Mr. 
Pecci of Rome probably makes more money out of 
his victims in an hour than Sehweinfurth has done 
in all the years he has been playing the Ohrist. 

And certainly it ill becomes the Ohristians of to- 
day to call the kettle black. They believe the old 
story implicitly ; it was real then, why may it not be 


so again? If they reject it of to-day, why not reject 


such yarns when told of the long ago? Their belief 
concernivg Jesus the Christ and their actions toward 
Schweinfurth the Christ are inconsistent and illog- 
ical. 


Um = 
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New Subscribers. 

This week we desire to acknowledge the kindness of 
Messrs. H. N. Prouty, J. A. Grimes, W. F. Schade, 
J. M. Hubbard, W. B. Friedman, Ed. Stein, H. Q. 
Norton, W. B. Clark, J. Wallace, Chas. Traver, J. 
Graham, J. H. Chapman, and Thos. Duncan, for 
sending us new subscribers, Messrs. Duncan and 
Friedman sending four each and the others one to 
three. Buch efforts are a great help to us, and are 
heartily appreciated, We need a great deal larger 
list to make smooth sailing and we hope to get it 
with the aid of our friends. 

—— emt 
Injustice to Taxpayers. 

The charities of this city received from the public 

treasury last year the sum of $2,001,835.74, some- 
thing over one-half going to the Roman Catholic 
church. The figures are: , 


Foundling Asylum of the Sisters of Charity...... $261,838 00 
New York Catholic Protectory. . . . . . . ... . .. 254 000 00 
Roman Catholic House of the Good Shepherd... 13, 200 00 
Bt. Joseph's Institution for the Improved In- 

struction of Deaf Mutes. . . . . . ... 20,700 00 
0 for Befriending Children and Loung 


X PR 7211 00 
Mission of the Immaculate Virgin. ................-. 116,923 14 
Institution of Mercy. . . . . 80.157 66 
Missionary Sisters, Third Order of St. Francis... 64 320 00 
Dominican Convent, Our Lady of the Rosary... 50 312 49 
Asylum of St. Dominic. .. . . . . . . . 49 514 41 
St Joseph's Asylum . . . . rennen .. 51.250 42 
Bt. James’s Home 10 959 99 
Asylum of St. Vincent De Pau 14 574 18 
Bt. Michael's Home. 5 467 01 
Bt. Ann's Home. . . . . ee 16 770 41 
Bt. Agatha's Home for Children. ..................... 18,780 42 
Assocíation for Befriending Children and Young ; 
Girls . —— 1,506 99 


The other institutions benefited are Protestant 
and Jewish. Some of the former are called “ unsec 
tarian,” but the word is misused, for they are ali 
Christian places. l 

About one dollar in every sixteen of the expenses of 
the city is used ia running these institutions to msk: 
Christians. And the way they are run is well told 
in the speech before a Troy jary made in the suit of 
Anna Amoe against the House of the Good Shep- 
herd,” ag reported in these columns last week. And 
only a few days ago the parents of a child committed 
to a Protestant institution in this city brought suit 
against the officers for inhumanly abusing the boy. 
These institutions are unworthy objects of public 
aid; and besides, voting money to them is the rank- 
est sort of injustice to the taxpayers. It is using 
public money to support religion, which is & violation 
of our organic law. y 

— . —Crß«:§ꝝñ 
Another of the Periodical Humbugs. 

A humbug operation of rather unusual size has 
been going on for some weeks in Pennsylvania. 
* Father" Mollinger is the performer and the place 
is: at Troy Hill Allegheny, where the halt, the 
maimed, and the blind resort to be “cured.” The 
priest proclaims himself the possessor of “the power 
of effectiv prayer." He utters these prayers, telling 
the patient to do likewise. ‘ While under the in- 
fluence of these prayers he selects a medicin. He be- 
lieves that the divine mind, acting through him, causes 
him to select the remedy, and that thus faith and 
works cause the cures." That is the program, and 
the results are as usual. His fame has spread widely 
and a short while ago about three thousand diseased 
people were around him, waiting to be cured. Of 
course the excitement is kept up by reports of mirac- 
ulous healings. “James Duffy, of Oanton, O., has 
been entirely relieved of a severe attack of palsy. 
Daffy has been unable to hold anything in either 
hand for several years. Father Mollinger gave hima 
crucifix to hold and, looking him steadily in the eyes, 
told him to clutch it tightly. The man obeyed, and 
instantly all trace of palsy left him. Mamie Scanlon, 
afflicted with hip disease, and Miss J. Duffy, of 


‘4 of fact, the Southerners believed fully as devoutly in God— 


a vehement man —“ low-down, sneaking vampires,” and. 
closes his letter with these words: I spent three years in 

the war for the Union, and twenty-five as a scout in the 

Indian country, and my hand is more familiar with a gun 

than with a pen, yet I could write volumes in reference to 

this matter. But if I fully expressed my mind, Holy John 

would probably suppress the article, so what’s the use? But 

can't you hit ma lick? I wish you would.” 

Tax premier of Quebec is reported as having said to the 
pope at a recent audience: When I assisted at the Balti- 
more centenary, I felt an acute regret on finding that there 
were no Canadians among the American bishops, notwith- 
standing that there are more than a million Canadians in the 
United States. As the diocese of Ogdensburg is about to 
become vacant, I shall pray the holy see to nominate a Cana- 
dian to the vacancy." The Catholic Review quoting this 
says: M. Mercier must hav curious ideas of international 
courtesy when he permits himself to interferein the affairs 
of the church in the United States as freely as if he were a 
member of the American hierarchy.” And the act is made 
none the less queer by the fact that the premier himself is 
an Infidel. Ok the proposal the Review adds: To it one 
would object if such a candidate came to the people in the 
ordinary way; but to hav a priest selected by the politi- 
cians of Quebec and the ecclesiastical powers of the same 
province; selected primarily because of his blood, and 
placed in a see on the Canadian borders, are circumstances 
which the ordinary American looks upon with suspicion 
and contempt.” It seems that the priests of the two coun- 
tries are slightly jealous of each other. 


edly the case. Exoitement and stnpid faith may hav 
led some to think themselvs benefited by the mum- 
mery of the priest, but psychology will explain all 
that plain humbug does not. Such a priest, however, 
is very valuable to his church, and if he goes to Eu- 
rope he ought be placed in charge of the Lourdes 
chapel. America is too hard-headed a place for him 


to keep up the imposture long. 
— E O — — 

A Mxrgonlsr editor writing of the late war says, meaning 
by nation ” the North: „The nation believed in their sol- 
diers, and both soldiers and nation believed in God. How 
could that army be otherwise than invincible?” As a matter 


the same God—and also in their soldiers, and the soldiers 
believed in the same God. Why, then, was not the Southern 
army as invincible as the Northern? Our columns are open 
for any Christian to make this clear. 


Tux Independent notes with surprise that a boy arrested 
in Newark recently **did not know who made the earth or 
the sky, nor what punishment would be given hereafter to 
wicked people who take false oaths.” But does the Inde. 
pendent know these thirgs? If so it should not hide its 
knowledge, but giv it freely to the world. Great renown 
awaits the man who can Satisfy the public in these matters. 
The boy who is so intolerably ignorant is the child of Italian 
Catholic parents. 


TRE Rev. Henry Preserved Smith, of the Lane Theological 
Seminary, and evidently of Puritan parentage, writes to the 
Indepe dent to sav that A rigid insistence upon the West- 
minster doctrin of transmission of the Bible would vacate 
every chair of exegesis in the church. Tne doc rin is that 
the text has been by God’s ‘ singular care and providence 
kept pure in all ages." That is to say, there is not an 
exegetical professor in the Presbyterian church who believes 
in the Westminster Confession of Faith, which is the 
authoritativ creed of the church! Surely, the heretics are 
multiplying, and what in the end will be the fate of the 
creeds ? : 


Or all the irreconcilable idiots loose in this city the editor 
of the Mail and Hapress is unquestionably the most idiotic. 
To restore the sanctity of the Sabbath to the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art," while at the same time affording the labor- 
ers of the city opportunity to view its treasures, he advocates 
opening’ it at five o’clock in the morning six days in the 
week. The workman’s day,” he says, begins at eight. If 
he were to spend an hour or two in the galleries he would 
still hav an hour in which to get to his work, and that would 
enable him to attend to his work in time anywhere in New 
York or Jersey City." Imagin a man getting up at four or 
half-past to visit an art gallery before going to work! Mr. 
Shepard is certainly the champion nincompoop of the town. 


Ex Senator Warren SwrrH, of Tennessee, and a well. 
known contributor to this paper, continues to excite the min- 
isters of Dahlonega, Ga., where he is temporarily stopping 
on business. A dispatch from that town to the Atlanta Con- 
stitution says: ** Warren Smith, who may be classed with the 
Freethinkers of this age, has been delivering lectures here 
on Atheism and religion. He has stirred the preachers from 
one end of the county to the other by his bold utterances, 
and it is noticeable that his audiences are composed largely 
Of church-members. He recently delivered a free lecture 
entitled ‘ The Christ of Nazareth and the Christ of Christen- 
dom,’ and it must be said that he handled his subject in a 
masterly manner, and gave some of the good brethren who 
heard him food for thought. It is evident that he is an apt 
disciple of Bob Ingersoll, and travels, for the most part, the 
same road with the great Infidel. A curious feature of his 
recent lecture was that a majority of those present seemed 
to approve of the radical utterances of the speaker, and those 
-who represented the other side and were present to criticise, 
arose and publicly approved the doctrins enunciated. This, 
to say the least, was most curious, as the speaker condemned 
in the most unsparing terms the sanctimonious observance of 
Sunday, branding Sunday laws as an outrageous violation of 
the constitutional rights of American citizenship. The 
preachers see that Mr. *mith is making an impression among 
the people—one that they think will be dangerous to religion 
in this section, and they propose to answer his arguments 
from the same platform. That is, it has been suggested 
that they do so. They say they can refute his Atheistical 
statements, and if they decide to take the stump with him, 
a debate more exciting than that of Drs. Carswell and Arm. 
stead, at Douglasville, will be the result.’ Fora business 
man Mr. Smith is a pretty evangelist in the cause of truth 
and liberty. 


Owr1ne to ill health Helen Gardener has been visiting 
Florida. Ata hotel where she stopped in Jacksonville the 
guests recognized that they had some sort of a Northern lion 
among them, but just what sort of a lion they didn't know. 
Bo they guessed. One thought she wrote poetry for the pa- 
pers. Another that she was Laura Jean Libbey, a writer of 
sensational and trashy works. 'The question was finally 
answered by a bright young man of extensiv reading who 
said he believed she was the woman who had written Is 
This Your Son? My God!" After reading the book,the 
exclamation is natural, or the attempt to picture a miserable 
libertin is a failure. The young man spoke better than he 
knew. Miss Gardener was brilliantly entertained by the 
Floridians and their visitors. A reporter who attended her 
“ reception,” at which she read selections from her books 
and received a basket of fiowers, thus describes her: ‘‘ This 
woman is a queen among women. Plain and unassuming in 
manner, as true genitis should be, one feels as if acquaint- 
ance had existed for years, so friendly is her welcome. In 
a gown of white albatross, with silver ornaments, she looked 
every inch a queen." Another one wrote: Jacksonville is 
proud of having within its gates to-day a woman whose 
keen perceptions, close study, and high degree of intelligence 
place her beyond doubt a queen amongst women." The 


To Mr. Wettstein's offer of one hundred dollars for a spirit 
test of slate-writing, or by discharging a gun at a material- 
ized spirit, or dematerialization of a spirit while he holds its 
hands, the Better Way says: The first and third offer 
might be acceptable to a medium, but spirits do not giv 
tests on such offers. The second mode is objectionable be- 
cause a materialized spirit is so closely allied to the medium 
that, though ten feet apart and both in sight, the least injury 
done to the spirit affects the medium—it being known that 
on an occasion where a spirit took a sip of water it was 
immediately ejected by the medium in another part of the 
room. Thus the shooting test is an unreasonable one. But 
Mr. Wettstein may obtain tests for less money than that if 
he will visit a few mediums and go in the spirit of an honest, 
earnest investigator. Spirits can be only importuned by 
love to give tests, not by money; for it is they who giv the 
tests—not the medium.” 


Ir a person desires to know how to be good scientifically, 
morally, socially, politically, and can stand three or four 
lectures per day on the subject, he should hie him to Ply- 
mouth, Mass., where from July 1st to August 12th, inclusiv, 
the School for Applied Ethics” will be in session. This 
school is an ethical Chautauqua, the result of Professor 
Adler's long labors, and is designed to teach ‘‘ clergymen, 
teachers, journalists, philanthropists, and others, who are 
now seeking careful information upon the great themes of 
Ethical Sociology.” The terms of tuition are ten dollars, 
and board varies from six to fourteen dollars per week. The 
director of the faculty is Professor Adams, of the University 
of Michigan, with a number of associates more or less 
prominent in educational circles. Professor Adler will lect- 
ure frequently and is a powerful influence in the manage- 
ment of the school. The schedule of subjects of lectures 
includes about everything industrial, governmental, relig- 
ious, and ethical, including the Indian question and humane 


Binghampton, N. Y., suffering from white swelling, | treatment of animals. Sunday evenings there will be ser- 
left for their homes perfectly cured. Alice 
MoGowan, of Overton, N. Y., was also sent home 
cured of blindness. Albert Curtis, suffering and 
helpless from acute rheumatism, and Mrs. Frances 
Heins, unable to walk for eleven years on account 
of paralysis, both had the power of locomotion 
restored.” These are but samples, many more 
ot equally startling and miraculous character being 
reported. 

It is said that the priest will be called to Rome 
to explain his thaumaturgical racket. Already some 
who hav been “cured” are complaining that the eure 
was not permanent enough, and skeptics allege 
that nobody has been cured at all, which is pndoubt- 


à 


Catholic, Unitarian, Baptist, and one not yet provided. 


Turre is an amusement park on the grounds of the National 
Military Home, near Dayton, O., and the people of that city 
hav been in the habit of visiting it Sundays. Recently the 
** ministerial association" of Dayton resolved that it ought 
to be closed, even to the soldiers in the Home. There is 
nothing, it seems, that the ministers won't attempt to save 
their day. The speakers at the ministerial association meet- 
ing openly advocated the Puritan Sunday. ‘‘ We had 
learned," said one orator, ‘that if man can not be made 
religious, he can, at least, be compelled to obey the laws. 
All we ask is to see the laws enforced. There are about five 
thousand soldiers at the Home, and one of them tells us that 
not over five hundred are in favor of closing the park. He 
calls the ministers who gre attempting to close it—for he is 


‘mons by various clergymen, Swedenborgian, Jewish, Roman 


same pencil-pusher drew her picture: ‘‘ Helen H. Gardener 
is an earnest, petite brunet, with large, brown eyes, whose 
every expression is one of thought and study. Byno means 
is Miss Gardener austere and sedate; she has a keen sense 
‘of humor and enjoys a joke." He further gleaned this 
information concerning her: Miss Gardener is at present 
compiling a work which will be published in the fall. She 
is a Virginian by birth, and traces her lineage directly from 
Lord Baltimore. She livs now in New York city, and 
mingles with the writers who hav, like herself, reached a 
high degree in literature. Miss Gardener is yet a young 
woman, and a bright future is hers.” All of this we believe 
to be accurate, and it only remains to add that her book, Is 
This Your Son? My God!" can be procured from this 
office for fifty cents in paper, and one dollar in cloth covers. 
But as a gilt-edged investment for Freethinkers we recom- 
mend her Men, Women, and Gods,” at the same prices 
The other one is meant for Fifth avenue immorals. 
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Leiters fran friends. 


EukRRKA, CA L., June 2, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: It givs me pleasure to learn that the Bible 
Pictures are going to be printed in book form. I intend to 
take several copies, but I will likely see you personally before 
the book is out, as I intend to come East this fall. 
ROBERT GUNTHER. 


Norra Yaxima, Wasa., June 1, 1891. 
Mx. EDITOR : Inclosed $6 apply to my subscription and 
for one new subscriber. The other dollar is for the Bible 
Picture book as soon as it is out. I wonder how Brother 
John Wanamaker likes some of his own medicin. I think 
the dose should be repeated often, as you are doing. Let 
the good work go on. T. G. REDFIRLD. 


EXOELSIOR, Wass., May 30, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: Inclosed find $2 for which send one copy of 
the Pictorial Text-Book.” [believe this makes ten copies 
I hav purchased (former orders sent from Wedron, III.), 
and if all the people hav ordered who hav promised me 
they would, I hav sold over twenty copies. The book in 
my estimation is the best one published to do good work 
among the superstitious, and for that reason I talk for it 
wherever I go. I wish every Liberal would do the same, as 
it would be of great assistance to you and also in the propa- 
gation of Freethought principles. J am a stranger here but 
hope to be able to get many more to purchase the book 

when this copy arrives so they can see what it is. 
Yours truly, M. P. BRAFFET. 


Newark, N. J., June 7, 1891. 

MR. Epiroz: Pope Pius IX., Aug. 15; 1854, declared in 
his encyclical letter that liberty of conscience was a most 
pestilentia] error. Mr. Pecci, the harmless old man known 
as Leo XIII., also declares that Socialism and Anarchism are 
about thesame. Ifthe pope preached that those doctrins 
were divine and emanated from God, they would be accepted 
by his faithful as popish truths. The pope was king of 
kings on earth; but Freethought or reason has at last de- 
throned him, and he is not master of Rome. While his 
agents bav been working to capture Protestant govern- 
ments, Freemasons and Freethinkers hav been capturing 
Rome. Whilehe has been preaching Freethought a pestilential 
error, Freethinkers hav been preaching that popery was a 
damnable pestilential curse to mankind. Where he was mak- 
ing one convert to Rome, Freethinkers were making nine. 
While Romanists were praying to God, Freethinkers were 
working to discover scientific truths. While papists and Prot- 
estants preach that where ignorance is a bliss it is a folly to be 
wise, Freethinkers declare that ignorance is acurse and it is 
not afolly to be wise. Priest Hecker declares this country is 
to hav a state religion, and that religion is to be Roman Cath. 
olic. Freethinkers declare that Romanism is a foreign plant, 
and should never be allowed to grow on American soil, 
where Paine, Washington, and Jefferson, and hosts of Free- 
thinkers fought to establish liberty. . While papists and 
bastard Americans hav been preaching that our public 
schools were godless and brothels, Freethinkerg hav been 
showing up that nunneries were individual prisons and 
brothels, where nuns hav been found dead hanging from 
their prison cells, and to allowa church to imprison our 
children is a disgrace to our country, and a God that would 
ask such a sacrifice should be made to iake his own med- 
icin. 

Learn how to liv is my motto, instead of liv to learn 
how to die. One birth and one death are quite sufficient for 
me. Ido not care about being the first to rise on resurrec- 
tion day. I know only of the present, &nd nothing of the 
future, and popes, priests, or sages do not know anything 
more. Those who preach of a heaven hereafter should be 
made to show their heaven to the living. Show up or shut 
up. Dead people tel! no tales. 

Iam a Freethinker, and believe like General Grant, wien 
he spoke those noble words.at Des Moines, Ia.: 

* Let ug all Jabor to add all needful guarantees for the 
more perfect security of free thought, free speech, and free 
press, pure morals, unfettered religious sentiments, and of 
equal rights and privileges to all men irrespectiv of nation- 
ality, color orreligion. Encourage free schools, and resolve 
that not one dollar of money appropriated to their support, 
no matter how raised, shall be appropriated to the support 
of any sectarian school. Resolve that neither the state or 
nation, nor both combined, shall support institutions of 
learning other than those sufficient to afford to every child 
growing up in the land the opportunity of a good common 
school education unmixed with sectarian, pagan, or Athe- 
istical tenets. Leave the matter of religion to the family 
altar, the church, and the private school supported entirely 
by private contribution. Keep the church and state forever 
separate.” 

Those were noble words from a noble and patriotic presi- 
dent, soldier, andstatesman. But Rome says: 
the child till we hav made it first loyal to the pope, and then 
the state can educate." Instead of religion, I would teach 
wisdom, honesty, and virtue, and humanity, our religion, and 
trust to nature’s god for our future life. Freethinkers, let 
us hav free speech and free press; then, indeed, the people 
will befree. Respectfully and fraternally, W. W. Morsia, 


Pornt Rams Co., Tex., June 5, k. M. 291. 
Mr. Epiror: Please afford me sufficient space to express 
a few thoughts as they occur to me in regard to the spread 
of Liberalism and the decline of ecelesiasticism. My being is 
inspired with an agsurance of the advancement of Liberalism 
when I read the reports in both religious and sécular papers 
of religious persecutions and trials for heresy of such as the 


Hands off. 


Rev. Dr. Briggs, e£. al. Surely this is positiv proof that 
Rationalism is spreading her bright wings of thought over the 
nation, with their shining rays of intelligence penetrating 


the dark recesses of Christian slums of ignorance and super- . 


Btition. 


WhenI contemplate the rapid spread of Liberalism, and 


observe with unmistakableness the religious apathy of the 
church-going people, I fancy I hear the death-knell of the- 
ology tolling from the lofty spires of Rationalism. But on 
account of its sins and infamous crimes I think it is destined 
to die a hard, terrible, and ignominious death. The parox- 
ysms are now becoming more and more severe. In the 
phantasmagoria of her wild and frightful delirium she sees 
spirits of those she has murdered, who, like Banquo’s ghost, 
will not down at her bidding. She beholds their blood upon 
her garments and can no longer hide the shame of her long 
and infamous career. In gasping for breath and struggling 


for life she is thrown into violent paroxysms of vomiting; | 
and in relieving her stomach of its foulness she heaves. 


batches of her slime at the bright canvas of liberty and the 
spotless characters of its noblest defenders. The prognosis 
is certain. Her death is inevitable. Her hideous form will 
sink into the most profound coma, her eyes will be closed in 
shame, the curtain of insignificance lowered around her, and 
her remains wrapped in the winding-sheet of infamy and 
lowered without a tear, a word, or a song of regret into the 
dark depths of oblivion. Thus will end the tragic scene. 

True it is that many ministers of small caliber (22 and 
less) are not aware of the real condition of their old craft. 
Like the backwoodsman who, ignorant of the assassination 
of Abe Lincoln, cast a vote for him in the late presidential 
election, one of them, who had never heard of the council of 
Nice, remarked to me that Infidelity with all of its learning 
and eloquence would never be able to. lower a single sail of the 
old: ship of Zion. He said she had stood thousands of years 
and was now stronger than ever. 

I am of the opinion that what. he iowa; or thinks he 
knows, came to him by absorption in an atmosphere of 
crude opinions and a poor assortment of facts. It hasnever 
had a sail on it since Voltaire, Thomas Paine, Darwin, et 
al, shot off what few dirty old rags it ever waved to the dis- 
gust of common sense and decency. Now it is seen as a 
water-soaked hull, loaded with sin, blackened with infamy, 
and wrecked on the sandbar of falsehood and cowardice. 

This same preacher denounced all the Liberal publications 
as damnable and infamously immoral. 

At the same time he frankly admitted that he had never 
read any of them. He refused to read the Age of Reason,” 
would not read The Gods," THE TRUTH SEEKER. nor the 
Freéthinker’s Magazine. He said he was afaid of them. In 
other words he admitted that he was clinging to a pious 
fraud that he knew would not stand the test of reason; and 
that he was a slink anda mental coward—just such as the 
preachers Mr. Frank Morse in his letter to Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER (Vol. 18, No. 22) makes mention of. I am of the 
opinion that these preachers are doing a great deal for the 


cause of Liberalism by violating their God's commands— 


especially the seventh Commandment. 
Success to the cause of Liberalism, Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and 
Watson Heston. Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 
š Joszps BripHAM, M.D. 


Frat Creex, LA., May 26, 291. 
MR. EDITOR: I hav Been. but one Spiritualistic perform- 
ance. In the winter of 1859-60 I and James Willeford were 
running a shingle machine near Alvarado, Tex., and two 
brothers from. Tennessee, by the name of Frost, came to 
Alvarado. One of them was a medium. I heard exaggerated 


reports of his performance, and had no faith in it. I thought | 


it was all sham and delusion. In ashort while we employed 
the Frost brothers to work at the shingle machine. One 
night we asked the medium to giv an exhibition of his me- 
diumistic powers. He objected; he said that it strained him 
and made him gore. I told him that I had never seen a per- 
formance, and was very anxious to witness it, and we pre- 
vailed upon him after a while to giv us a séance. He did not 
charge anything for his exhibitions. There were six or eight 
of us present, and we had all to sit down around the family 
dining-table and place our hands upon the table in front of 
us and press down on them, he doing the same. In fifteen 
or twenty minutes the table commenced moving. Then he 
told to us get away from it. I had been told that the table 
would rock with three men lying on top of it, and that two 
men could not hold it down and stop from rocking. Isaw 
by the way he placed his hands upon the table that he could 
rock it by muscular effort without the aid of any external 
spirit-force, and when he got the table in activ operation I 
stepped forward and gripped the opposit rims of the table 
with my hands, pressed it down, and stopped its action. 
The medium very civilly entreated me not to do that, and 
just keep away from'the table. I told him that I had been 
informed two men could not stop the table from rocking, 
and I wanted to test ‘that. He replied, ‘‘ That is not so.” 
He then told us to go and stand in the door so as to giv the 
table all of the dining-room to act in. He then instructed us 
to mentally put questions to the table and to mentally in- 
struct it how to answer them by going to this point or that 
in the room. He did not want to know what the questions 
were. He only wanted to know who was going to puta 
question. We all took our turns at putting questions, and 
each time when the table would go to any point of the room 
and quit rocking, the question would be asked, Did it 
answer your question?" The answer was always Tes.“ 
Iconceived the idea that the medium watched the eyes of 
the interrogator to get a clew to the answer. When it came 
my second turn to put a question, I asked ** Which of two 
suitors a certain girl was going to marry ?'" The medium 
had never seen the girl and knew nothing at all about her. 
I kept my eyes fixed upon him to see if he would look at me, 


but he kept his eyes constantly fixed upon the table. He 
never looked at me, and I never let my eyes precede the 
table to the points where it had.to go to answer my question, 
and the table did more than I had asked. It showed me 
how the matter then stood, and how it was going to termi- 
nate, revealing to me the secret of a girl's heart, who was 
several miles away. I was beaten, and my skepticism had 
received a severe shock. I asked tbe medium, What was 
it that moved the table to answer our questions?” Here- 
plied, I don’t know. I know no more about that than 
you do.” Now, this young man appeared to be perfectly 
honest and candid. He did not attempt any explanation of 
the phenomena, and he was not making capital of his me- 
diumistic power. It appeared to me that he was dealing 
with a power which he himself did not understand. 

Iam well-acquainted with a young lady, who is perfectly 
honest and truthful, who says that she and some other 
young persons sat down around a table to try to develop a 
medium, and when the table commenced moving she jumped 
up to get away from it, and found the table cleaving to her 
hands like a magnet until she lifted it off the floor. .The 
sight frightened her so that she never would try the experi- 
ment again. 

Now, from these phenomena, and many more which, per- 
haps, I will furnish hereafter, I hav formed the opinion that 
there is a universal spirit-force and intelligence in nature (not 
outside of or beyond nature) which knows our unuttered 
thoughts and feelings, and that it also knows past, present, 
and future events; that it can act upon and through our 
brains and nervous systems, and under certain conditions 
and circumstances can answer our questions and make reve- 
lations to us, but not inspoken words. 

Now, the question arises, What is there in nature that can 
possess this force and intelligence ? What is it? 

The only thing known to me to which I can attribute 
these powers and phenomena is that subtle, mysterious, in- 
definable something which scientists call electricity and 
magnetism. 

Gods, ghosts, spirits, deities, and demons hav been in- 
ferred from the phenomena of nature, and the hidden, mys- 
terious force and intelligence behind the phenomena is what 
theologians call God and deity. Now, if we find that what 
scientists call electricity and magnetism produce the phe- 
nomena, does it not prove that electricity and magnetism, 
and God and deity, are only different names used by differ- 
ent classes of men for the same thing. f. e., the author of 
nature’s phenomena? Now, if the doctors of theology hav 
any other God let them rise and explain. Let them tell 
where their God is, what it is, and how they know that it is, 
or resign. It is false conceptions and false pictures of deity 
that has made the Atheists, and those who draw the false 
pictures are the parties to blame, not the Atheists who 
doubt the existence of the originals of the false pictures, 
Scientists know that electricity is force. Deity is force and 
intelligence. Now, if we can establish the fact (as I believe) 
that electricity is force and intelligence, we will: solve the 
great problem and reconcile science and theology. But 
there would be found a great deal of rubbish in theology to 
throw away. P. F. SEUMAKER. 


Crusco, Ia., June 7, 1891. 

Mx. Epiror: Some of my Liberal friends who are fully ac- 
quainted with the obstacles I encountered in my emancipa- 
tion from church thraldom are urging me to write up my ex- 
periences. I wil make the attempt, and likely a failure. 
My attendance of English schools of any kind is limited to 
thirteen days of district school in 1854, when I could not 
even speak a dozen words of Yankee.” i 

Subsequently, between work on the farm, in the black- 
smith and machine shop, grist mill, store business, and car- 
pentry, as also during army life (1861-1865), I picked up the 
little learning, or rather information, I possess. 

At the age of eleven and a half years I landed, tin 1854, 
with my parents on the soil of this country, where a king, 
ruling by the grace of God,” had been kicked overboard, 
but I now find that the source of grace had not been suffi- 
ciently included in the kicking out business. ; 

Previous to emigration I was cómpelled to waste the 
greater part of five years to imbibe holy bosh in a German 
Lutheran school. In this country more time was misap- 
plied to the same purpose, when, finally, I was confirmed, 
ostensibly to the Lutheran faith, practically, however, to a 
system of credulity and stupidity which has been a hindrance 
to me in many ways; and I squandered much precious time 
during nearly & quarter of a century in devotion to the viti- 
ating stuff my mind had there been crammed:with.. | 

In my endeavors to master the English language to some 
extent I used a German-English Bible as a guide to transla- 
tion and interpretation, being at the time ignorant of the 
existence of much superior books for this purpose. Though 
this so-called holy writ is very inferior when compared with 
books which claim no divine inspiration, it served me indi- 
rectly as an eye-opener. Here my skepticism began to 
sprout. When occasionally my inquiring mind stumbled 
against astonishing and evident discrepancies pertaining to 
sacred things I was instructed by older heads to cast aside 
all criticism, as it would surely lead to doubt—the sin most 
destructiv to faith. These evasions did not satisfy me; my 
confidence was shaken. Despite my strenuous efforts to 
follow the beaten track, to remain a true and unquestioning 
believer, I discovered with deep feeling and many misgivings 
that a mind imbued with a desire for knowledge would not 
down when once started on the road to investigation, when 
once en route for that vastly higher plane, independence of 
mind. Still, I yet considered the church with all its con- 
flicting theories my goal. I attended regularly, contributed 
money which should hav been applied to better purpose, and 
occupied the highest official position therein below (?) the 
preacher, 


Of course during the later yeürB of. my serviée in the 
army of the Lord frequent skirmishes took place without 
culminating in open rupture. But when the Jew God, who 
is claimed to possess and exercise the ability to accomplish 
everything without assistance, enlisted my patents, relativi, 
&nd so-Called friends, in addition to his already commissioned 
and anointed servant, the preacher, to help him (Jew God) 
thake me toe the mark; I was forced to open war by ex- 
plàining to one and all my position. You may or may not 
be able to ithagin the amount of aGrimony bestowed on me 
by these regenerated and sanctified people who profess to 
love their enemies. Perhaps I am not entitled to this queer 
sort of love because I wish to benefit them by offering argu- 
ments and reasons for their enlightenment and am therefore 
not their enemy. I find it as difficult to get the approved mean- 
ing of Christian phraseology as do the Christians themselvs. 
Though I was not defeated, not even frightened, I must admit 
that my position then was exceedingly embarrassing for the 
reason that fiy investigations 80 far had all been impelled by 
the désire to prove the Christiaii religion trie beyOnd a doubt 
or cavil. Failing to discover the necessary evidence I was 
forced to the wall. I felt for the time being presumably 
somewhat as a boy would feel who, with plenty of grit, had 
not sufficiently developed fists to make the fur fly ; that is, I 
could not advance arguments with which to meet my cred- 
ulous and preéminently pious adversaries, until it occurred 

to me that a more extensiv and unbiased study of their law- 
book ( Holy Queer „) might giv me the inside track—and 
sure enough it did. They did not expel me from the holy 
Circle by means of the customary sanctified court-martial, 
but preferred to let my name fade from their annals and 
memory from their ghost-befuddled minds; at any rate, I was 
hever stimmoned befofe any induisition. Up to the time of 
withdrawal from the church I had not been acquainted with 

(an outspoken Liberal; had néver seen a Freethought book 
or paper, was even ignorant of the existence of such. Had 
never read really scientific works of any kind. Try, if you 
can, to picture the state of my feelings. There I stood alone, an 
outcast, isolated to a degree in the midst of friends and rela- 
tivs, scoffed and jeered at by those nearest me, estranged 
from one in whom I had the utmost confidence, whose 
fidelity 1 could not doubt. I was heartsick, yes, tired of life ; 
it was torture. The future looked dark indeed. I would 
Hav récanted Gheerfully at that dreafy time, but in view of 
the rebuffs and scorn received from all sides, I could no 
more perpetrate such outrage on my conscience and man- 
hood than one could crowd a newly-hatched bird back into 
its shell. 


it is amazing to me how I succeeded to bear this burden, 
the weight of which was (in the 70˙8) rendered still heavier 
by an adverse business venture which involved and 
finally swallowed my all, financially. To aggravate matters 
Icommitted the folly of many others. I attempted to drown 


my troubles in the whisky bottle, but soon discovered that. 


spirits over the bar and spirits from the pulpit were equally 
degrading. I renounced both and am therefore happier. I 
am no saint (whatever that may be), and do not wish to be- 
eom̃e one. But&sainut, às pictured by Christians, and de- 
spite religlous claim, could not be thoroughly happy while 
his wife aud children remained in the toils of supefstition. 
Had I, at the time when my reason began to assert its influ- 
ence and demand its rights, been sufficiently posted so as to 
argue logically, I might hav saved from clerical serfdom 
a good woman—one with common sense, good intents, and 
more than ordinary cleat-sightedness on subjects other than 
those éonüected with religion—and the outlook would hav 
been brighter. 


The first intimation that I can remember which informed 
me that some one else differed with the church—apart from 
Internal dissension-was an expression made in public to the 
elteàt that “t religion is a humbug.” My own mind had long 
before been convinced that more pretension than sincerity 
governed many on miattérs of belief, and I expressed myself 
in this senze; thotigh timidly, some dozen years ago. About 
Seven years ago á Copy of Tus Tuüfü SE/kEH was handed 
to me containing the first Liberal Sentiment I had ever seen 
on paper. This brought me in close contact with a subscriber 
to the grand exponent of human rights. He was a quiet 
but truly Liberal old man, who has since moved to Dubuque, 
Ta. By hearsay I had put him down as a man 10 be avoided. 
I soon explained to myself his reputation. He was a gentle- 
man, poor in worldly goods and rich in mind, but not a 

. supercilious believer in ghosts. He kindly loaned me books, 
etc., until I became able to buy my own—in limited numbers. 
I do not conceal them, but circulate freely all I can lay hold 
of, neither do I hide my views regarding religion. Since 
exhibiting my sentiments without fear or favor I suffer less 
from calumny and invectiv than formerly, because backbiters 
and slanderers are Quite sure to Core to grief when med- 
dling with one who is prepared to substantiate his assertions. 
I do not wish to be understood that things run as smooth as 
though I was yet a sheep in blood-washed (stained) corral. 
When ata safe distance they will yelp as lustily as ever. But 
sensible people are getting accustomed to such howls and 
pay little or no attention to them after a sufficient acquaint- 
ance with me. In fact, Í hav many voluntary but timid 
informers, who dare not defend me openly or exhibit their 
own views in public. When Liberals are content with a self- 
imposed, modest position, they are looked upon as undecided 
moral cowards and legitimate game, easily subdued by pro- 
fessional bluffers and defamers. I face them, priest, preacher, 


and dupe, when they see fit to tackle me. I need little coax- 


ing to take yp gn impending argument, while thousands of 
highly educated men and women, much more capable than 
myself, instead of demanding untrammeled freedom of con- 
science will dance obediently to the holy whistle, reaping 
contempt and scorn from friend and foe alike, Of course 
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née in a while they snatch a morsel of soft soap with which 
to grease their vanity or greed. 

I now enjoy the acquaintance of many Freethinkers who 
thrive in business by virtue of strict honesty, though they 
freely and openly antagonize the church in all its forms. 

What puzzles me most is the fact that many apparently 
sensible people can not or will not see the almost endless 
string of contradictions, absurdities, and imimorality con- 
tained in that venerated book. I cannot comprehend why 
people who would hesitate to invest ten cents in a pamphlet 
without first inquiring about it will complacently saddle 
themselvs, at greater cost, with a book which prohibits 
sound reasoning, and which is altogether at variance with 
human observation and experience. And not only do they 
unquestioningly worship an absolutely incomprehensible 
something or nothing, but will usually fly into a rage when 
an effort is made to lift them to a higher level. I firmly be- 
lieve that most sincere believers do not study the Bible 
enough to know what it really does contain. The more 
éredulous and ignorant are so overawed by priestly but 
unfounded threats of hell and damnation that they dare not 
think independeiitly ot Compare the different features of the 


complex plot, while a few designing schemers simula‘e 


belief in mythology with intent to perpetuate their own sine- 
cures. The plea that some divines are poorly paid carries 
no force with it. There are people in all classes who cling 
to a scheme or hobby in expectation of recompense in time 
to come though at present want stares them in the face. 
But I opine that but few, if any, D. D. s suffer enough to 
justify their whining. 

Priests and preachers are well aware of the fact that their 
flocks would melt away much faster than they do if free 
investigation were encouraged or even permitted, by means 
of which common people would become enlightened. If 
Christianity were true why do its votaries avoid free inquiry? 

That the opportunities and facilities for salvation were not 

multiplied or improved by the introduction of the salvation 
scheme is clearly shown by the allegation that many Old 
Testament characters were admitted to the presence of the 
Lord without a mediator. 
The scramble for that muchly advertised and boomed site 
called Abraham’s bosom, Elisha’s trip by means of a very 
queer outfit, and other things of similar importance (?), 
imply that people must hav been eligible as citizens in that 
unknown realm previous to J. Christ's execution. The 
Abe and Lazarus story also implies that the place across the 
street must háv been open for settlement at an early date, an 
ancient Jay Gould or the like appearing as one of its pioneers. 
By the way, which of the two tales is true? The Old Tes- 
tament givs the account of Elisha’s start on his journey— 
wonder if he ever got there, and when, and what he did in 
case of needed repairs? The other end of the report is 
lacking. Maybe the inspiration machine ran down, or per- 
haps the narrator was under the Control of a lying spirit, 
Buch as i8 mentioned in 2 Chron. xviii, 20. Contrary to the 
above, Paul asserts (John iii, 18) that only the son of man, 
J. Christ, went to heaven. I will leave the solution to 
holy nut-crackers. 

It is stated that the deed (apple junketing) of one ignorant 
woman threw all humanity into sin, and that the death on 
Calvary was designed to undo the transgression. Did it 
fulfill expectations? No, because if it be true that we still 
labor under the burden of original sin, that it is still neces. 
sary or possible to earn salvation by means of prayer or the 
like, it is clearly shown that the death of a God, or one of 
his many sons, was entirely useless, and that man has to 
work out his own salvation despite vicarious atonement. 

I believe that if the Bible contains anything noteworthy 
it must be the assertion that lying spirits exist, and I further 
believe that. Bible writers had been, and Bible expounders 
are, under immediate and absolute control of them. I, too, 
am a believer, don’t you see? Ask me no questions as 
to my knowledge as regards these spirits—belief is a one- 
sided thing. It leaves no room for knowledge of spirits, or 
gods either. Recently a clergyman (one of the diving or 
ducking kind) informed me, by way of sermon, that we 
must not know God, that we lose him the instant we find 
him.” Now, neither myself or other hearers could discover 
what the fellow was driving at, but it’s all rignt anyway, the 
dear minister said it. My perverse vision is so much accus- 
tomed to natural light that it cannot perceive the beauty of a 
supernatural tallow dip. : 

During the late war, on a Sunday morning, one of our 
chapleins thanked the merciful Lord and commander of all 
armies for recent victories on our side, and for attendant kill- 
ing of Southern men. After the close of divine services I 
visited the camp of some Rebel prisoners, where I listened to 
a similar harang; the only difference being a transposition of 
characters—that is, the Southerner thanked the *' ruler and 


protector of all" for assistance rendered in killing North- 


ern soldiers, or Lincoln hirelings ” as he expressed himself. 
These performances struck me as queer, but not till some 
years after did I see the joke. Was there a God who whce- 
died both armies, or cared nought for either, or were there 
two Gods, one Federal, the other Confederate? If the latteris 
the case, what became of the Confederate God? Did he van- 
ish with Jeff Davis’s assumed authority? If not, where does 
he abide ? Could a Christian discover anything absurd in 
this two.edged divinity business, and would not an anointed 
D.D. or a sanctified dupe shed some light on these ques- 
tions ? 

In the army I carried about me numerous charms which 
were to render me bullet-proof, and if sincere faith in any- 
thing is of the least value, those charms would hav proved 
themselvs efficient—which they did not—as my faith in them 
was unbounded. One day a missil found myself in its way, 
and without regard for my physical feelings or my charm- 
fully silly faith, it passed right on, leaving this Dutchman“ 
with a lacerated hand, and a conscience badly shaken by 
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80 complete a failure of a never. failing protectiv. I algo pos- 
sessed similar rigmaroles for shying away sickness; Vicks- 
burg’s swamps, however, soon convinced me that my Chris- 
tian medicin-man’s preventiv came out second-best in a 
fight with malaria. For seven weeks I lay prostrate with 
typhoid fever, and came very near starting in search of Abra. 
ham’s bosom. Well, I pulled through, but retained a souve- 
nir in the shape of a useless ear, ever-tormenting rheumatism, 
heart disease, and a completely broken-down constitution. 

One would now naturally e:nclude that my experience 
had by this tinte revealed to me the uselessness and absurd- 
ity of belief, but it did nothing of the kind. Instead of 
coming to my senses, though my confidence was somewhst 
dilapidated, I charged myself with some omission or trans- 
gression. I could not do otherwise. I had inherited and 
imbibed credulity, and a believer can readily find an excuse 
for the most nonsensical escapades imaginable. But the 
search for cause of the failure of my charms revealed dis- 
erepancies which, despite religious devotion, I was unable to 
‘explain away. This had a salutary influence on my mind. 
I began to criticise, became a skeptic, a doubter on the road 
to heresy, as I subsequently discovered. f 

I had heard and read that sickness brings people nearer fo 
God. It certainly had the opposit effecton me. Since 1863 
my health has steadily declined, and my dependence on an 
all- healing deity is so completely bursted that I heartily 
abhor the very thought of it in the presence of sickness, 
physical and mental defects, or when I contemplate the 
many life-destroying catastrophes brought about by uncon- 
trolable causes or other wise. : : 

As a last resort in favor of belief I adopted fatalism. Be- 
cause unable to harmonize even this very loose system of re- 
ligion with the promptings of reason, I cut loose from all 
schemes which demand only faith (credulity), and offer 
no supporting evidence or facts of any kind. 

Anent the Sunday question I advised a Holy Joe to start 
a breed of hens that would not lay eggs on Sunday, secure 
a monopoly on them, and make money out of his bonanza 
for the Lord. After making thiS'a success he might turn 
his attention to the cut-worm, making it “a Sunday-rest 
insect. 

Some time ago I took dinner with a very pious man who, 
knowing my views in relation to supplient wind-splitting 
(praying), intended to nonplus me in presence of his family 
and a visitor who is a sort of half-cocked doubter, or mule- 
Christian—either term will do. 

After being seated he invited me to say something. I 
told him that though just alittle out of practice I would en- 
deavor to do the occasion justice in my own way and accord- 
ing to the dictates of my conscience, agreeing that my words 
would be found in scripture, or used in the best of fami- 
lies. Terms satisfactory, my face lengthened—crosswise— 
and I let loose thus: 

** O Lord, we thank thee for the supposed beginning, and 
rejoice over the doubtful fact that in the beginning thou 
hast wisely foreseen the need of a devil; and as competition 
is the life of trade, business between thee and thy vis-a-vis 
has been very lively. We thank thee for thy skill in creat. 
ing, or rather in transforming one of thy heavenly angels 
into,a devil, who has proved a thorough success, for without 
his aid thy many houses would be empty on all days, and 
thy servants would be compelled to do honest work or 
starve, beg, or steal. Dear Lord, I will take back that last 
hint, for the. reason that on that score they, thy agents, 
already excel. We admire thy truthfulness in transmitting, 
by means of thy book, the inclinations and deeds of thy 
worthies, notably Noah's spree, Lot and Abraham’s love 
affairs, and the latter’s attempted infanticide, Jacob’s sheep 
trick, Moses’s murdering propensity, David’s and Solomon’s 
polygamy, and much more important history of a similar 
nature, all showing the source of thy modern servants’ 
morality. We offer thanks for thy ‘lying spirits,’ for 
venomous reptils, poisonous herbs, mischievous bugs and 
„Other insects, all thine own handiwork. Let us include 
sickness, railroad and steamboat accidents, mine and other 
catastrophes, all of which could not occur without thy per- 
mission, if thy book is true and its expounders understand it 
right. 

0 We beseech thee to be ever mindful of the passage in 
9 John x, 10. O Lord, look down, or up, or sideways, or 
any other way the position of the earth might demand, and 
you wil surely see the need of an authentic map of thy 
realm and of the so.called ‘bottomless pit.“ Forward, 
direct or through. thine authorized representative. Thy 
local agents are unable to furnish one, or auy fact whatever 
concerning either of our future homes. Amen.” 

The effect must hav been powerful, judging by the com- 
motion that followed. Mine host recognized the fact that 
the chances to celebrate a grand victory over an Infidel 
were exceedingly slim just then. In lieu of the expected tri- 
umph he ventilated his feelings and instructed his God as 
regards common-sense people by means of a very voluminous 
counterblast. O dear, how he did blow his fog-horn. 
Well, the old fellow finally exhausted all the wind and 
exorcism at his command, and silence reigned. I was not 
encored or eulogized, you bet. To my inquiry if it was 
wrong to speak of what is claimed to exist, or of that which 
does occur, he replied, “No, it's the wantonness and the 
combination of words with which you express your devilish 
Infidelity that is shocking.” 

He is an old army friend (comrade), and his wife the 
most tolerant Christian I ever met. She is almost a Liberal, 
else I should probably hav been ejected rather unceremoni- 
ously, because numerically I wag seriously in the minority. 

My lukewarm fellow-diner sneezed or snickered behiad 
a large water-pitcher, I don't know which. Beyond this 
he remained as mum as an oyster. He lacked either sense 
or courage to take sides, Yours for humanity, f 

F. L. DAUBBRSMITEH. 
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Children’s Garner. 


ee 


dited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
Hiver, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
E ^is Oor ner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Domes a panse in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


Yesterday and To-day. 


Yesterday, my heart was sore, 
I thought he did not love me! 
Life had naught for me in store: 
Happiness was mine no more, 
The wind was bleak upon the moor, 
The sky was gray above me! 


I met him coming o'er the mead 
Homeward from the shearing ! 

His collie followed in his lead, 

We loitered where the herons feed, 

My heart was aching with its need, 
Hoping, yet still fearing ! 


But oh! my heart is glad to.day, 
Blue the sky above me! 
L'fe is blosroming like May, 
For, as we lingered on the way, 
He touched his cheek to mine to say— 
All my life Pli love thes.” 
GEORGE HAMO; 
— . — — 


Self-Prohibition. 


I most heartily sanction and say Amen to 
Elmer W. Pride’s platform, that excludes 
alcohol, tobacco, aud so-called swearing, as 
presented in the Children’s Corner under 
date of February 15:h. Iobject to swearing, 
not in the orthodox sense, but because it is 
not refined and elevating. Thad rather a man 
would swear when he means it than pray 
when he does not mean it. Many people 
are repelled and shocked at swearing in a 
certain form but they can lie every day in 
the year without any compunctions. People 
learn swearing from the pulpit. The preacher 
tells reople God will damn them, and when 
they get mad or annoyed they call on him to 
do it, or to damn some one or something. 
Man and all nature swears in some way; for 
swearing is but the expression of our repul- 
siv resistance and reaction to Whatever 
offends, annoys, and opposes us. So all the 
commotions and disturbances of the elements 
and forces on the earth and in the atmos- 
phere are nature's methods of resistance, 
reaction—swearing. So swearing—not ortho. 
dox swearing—is not a sin in evolution’s pro- 
gram. In this sense a man may swear and 
thereby progress or save his life. 

In the use of alcohol and tobacco I can 
see little or no compensation; but, on the 
other hand, they are the greatest foes to man 
in a pecuniary, hygienic, vital, mental, and 
ethical sense. The two substances cost more 
money than all else that man eats or wears 
or provides for his mental and esthetical nat- 
ure. They, directly or indirectly, immedi- 
ately or remotely, destroy more health and 
life, produce more vice, crime, and imbecility, 
than all other causes. 

I hav neither time nor space now to giv 
the unanswerable hygienic, physiological, 
chemical, and sanitary arguments, nor statis- 
tics, against the mind- and body- and brain- 
impairing, deranging, inflaming, and destroy- 
ing character and nature of these great ene- 
mies of man. 

Alcohol and tobacco in all their forms are 
very poor, bad, unnatural material out of 
which to produce human flesh and blood, 
tissue, organs, nerves, brain, and so-called 
mind, soul, spirit. Yet some—I hope th 
number is few—of our leading writers and 
lecturers advocate their use both by precep: 
and example. The great, brilliant writer. 
peerless orator, and leader and oracle of the 
Freethinkers says tobacco is one of nature’s 
best gifts to man. Ifso he should proclaim 
its use, as he does liberty, for man, woman, 
and child.” He has used it since he was ten 
and knows (?) its virtues. But even he, on 
this subject, is no authority for me. 

Alcohol and tobacco are on the whole either 
a great good or a great curse to man—which ? 
1f the former, let all use them. If the latter, 
let everyone start on Elmer Pride’s platform. 
A man may be healthy and long-lived, wise, 
good, learned, brilliant, eloquent, and a deep, 
clear thinker, and drink, smoke, and chew, 
but, other things being equal, would he not 
be better, and purer, and smarter in every 
sense if he eschewed tobacco and alcohol? 
Would he not be more acceptable to himself, 
to those who do not use them, and especially 
to clean, noble, and refined woman? 

Surely it becomes Freethinkers and hu- 
manitarians to present their bodies as well as 
minds pure and healthful to the world. If 
their doctrins and principles are superior to 


he orthodox and priest-ridden world, so slso 

uould be their lives, their habits, their ex- 

amples. Come then young and old, one and 

all, and say, or qualify yourself to say: I do 

not chew, smoke, drink alcohol, or swear.” 

I would add with emphasis, ‘‘ Neither do I 
lie." Pror. J. H. Coox. 
Columbus, Kan. f 

— — . — 


Points About Population. 


There are 42,000,000 Australians. 

There are more than 250,000 Swiss in the 
United States. 

The growth of New York is marvelous. 
The natural increase of its population now 
exceeds 60,000 each year. i 

If all parts of the United States were as 
densely populated as Rhode Island the 
population of the country would be 945, 
760, 000. 

Nearly one- fifth of the entire population of 
the United States liv in the fifty chief cities, 
which hav 8 population of over 11,000,000. 

A statistician says: ''Few are aware of 
the vast number of people that can be placed 
on a small tract of ground. When we speak 
of millions of men we are apt to picture to 
ourselves an almost boundless mass of human- 
ity; yet a million men standing close 
together, each not occupying more than four 
square feet, could be placed on a patch but 
little more than a third of a mile square. A 
square mile will accommodate 7,965,000. 
The whole population of the world could 
stand on two townships.” 

— — — — 
Chats with Correspondents. 

DR. AxkRS, Hannibal, Mo.— We are in 
sympathy with the good ideas set forth in 
the Brotherhood of Moralists. The constitu- 
tion seems good enough to liv by, and that is 
the thing needed in this world. 


Guo. M. DAvxB PORT, New Lork.— The 
story is good, and will appear after a while. 
We are crowded with articles, which goes to 
show the popularity of the Children's Corner. 
We trust you are well and happy. 


Pror. J. H. Cook, Columbus, Kan.—We 
are glad to hear from you, and to know you 
are still able to write so keenly and vigorously. 
Yes, the mental telegraph is a fine means of 
communication. Your article on Self- 
Prohibition ' is timely. Thanks for your 
kindness. : 


MAGGIE GALLAGHER, Silver Plume, Col. 
—Read and think for yourself. Our reason is 
ours for exercise. Compare the teachings of 
Catholicism with the well-grounded facts of 
science, and then judge which is correct. 
Fear not. Be true and faithful to that which 
is right. Follow truth where'er she leads the 
way. 

J. Warers, West Sutton, Mass.— We are 
very busy every day, just now, visiting 
schools before the long summer vacation, 
which is now at hand, occurs. You are, no 
doubt, enjoying the loveliness of nature, that 
is now at her best. But the -extreme heat 
detracts much from the pleasure of being out 
of doors. 

— — . ——— — 
Correspondence. 


. Burraro, June 18, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I hav become very 
much interested in history lately—that is, in 
à cient literature. Papa hasa book in his 
‘brary that I wish was in the hands of every 
+ Cornerite ” of the grand old Teura SEEKER. 
It is Taine’s ‘‘ History of English Literature.” 
What I care for most is the biographical 
keiches of the ancient and modern poets 
and the quotations from their most popular 
works. I hav read a great many biographical 
essays that hav been dubbed “dry” by my 
friends and schoolmates, and I also found 
'hfficulty reading them, so I hav undertaken 
‘o write out some myself. I hope they will 
not be dry and uninteresting for the Corner- 
ites, if you think them worthy a place in the 
Corner. 

Your true friend, IDA A. BALLOU. 

P. B.—Perhaps you would like to know 
how my collection is progressing. Well, to 
speak plain, I am getting along finely! 1 
hav just received a letter and card from 
Miss Craddock, and if all goes well I shall 
expect Colonel Ingersoll’s and Miss Gar- 
dener's soon. George Remsburg undoubt- 
edly has & fine collection, but I would not 
take $50 for mine. I. A. B. 

TEICONISTA FARM. BALONIOA, TURKEY, 

May 25, 1891. 

My Dear Miss Wixon: To-day I feel in 
clined to letter-writing, so Iam going to write 
to you first. 

Now we are getting accustomed to country 
life we do not mind it so much as we used to 
at the commencement. (I wrote and told you 
all about this farm in my last letter, but I got 
no answer.) 

The country seems pretty safe; we hear of 
brigands. now and then, 20 you Bee we hav 


to keep a sharp lookout. We hav a large 
iron door to our house and papa keeps the 
key in his bedroom at night. Two men sleep 
on the balcony at night and twomen keep 
guard in the yard in the day-time, in case of 
à sudden surprise. The country is so beauti- 
ful, the woods so splendid, but we cannot go 
out walking far, as po one can be sure what 
might happen. 
We hav lessons with mamma every- day, 
but in two months father is going to get usa 
governess. I am so fond of music I practice 
every day. I play some duets with mamma. 
I wish I had some new music. Would you 
mind sending me a music-seller's catalog of 
songs and pieces, because I will hav some 
pocket.money in six weeks and will treat 
myself to some new music; we cannot buy 
music in Salonica, and my music is ali 
mother’s and is very old. i 
We are having hot weather here, but very 
fine for the crops. The boys are very busy 
just now making themselvs houses and ships 
with chairs, eic, making everything topsy- 
turvy. Lily and Nelson hav grown so big 
these last few months and are so rosy and 
well. We each hav & garden; the boys go 
in for vegetables and I for flowers. My aunt 
sent me some seeds from England. I must 
close, dear Miss Wixon, as I must write some 
more letters, and hoping you will excuse this 
letter and will answer at your leisure, with 

love belíeve me ever your loving friend, 
Daisy SUTER. 


LIFE AND CAREER 


Charles Bradlaugh 


George Jacob Holyoake. 


—————————————————————————————Ó—— án 


Freethinker wants this Life of the Great 
Secularist, by the Father of Secularism 


Price, 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. 
Address this Office. 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. : 


Ev 
Englis 


SLENKER, 
Snowville, Va. 
WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. B. PERRY, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


Evolution Series. 


—0— 
Lectures and Discussion# before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 


No. 1.—Alfred Russell Wallace, by Edward D. 
Cope, Ph.D.; with portrait. 

No. 2.—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake 
man ; with portrait. 


Price, 10 Cents each. 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
: BY MBS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 


ELMINA DRAKE 


D 
— ————————————————— MÀ $ 


Creation. 

Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp. 78 Cents. 
W^ This book was suppressed by the first Amer. 
ican publisher. 2 
A FARM FOR SALE. 

24 ACRES, 


Beautifully located. 35 miles from New York on 
New Jerrey Central R R. Rich soil. Owner re- 
tiring. Priceressonab'e, 

Address T WHITE. 
tf Care of THE TRUTA SsEKER 


Patents ! 
Patents ! 
Patents ! 


The entire cost of securing patents on small articles 
and simple machines is $30. Of this amount the Govern- 
ment receives $35. 

Poor inventors, having valuable inventions, will be 
aided in obtaining patents on the same, and trusted for 
the amount. 

Correspondence invited. 

Addr 


ess: 

EDWIN N. BEECHER, 

SOLICITOR OF PATENTS, 
[Inventor and «Infidel,"] 

Marion (Hartford Co.) Conn. 
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ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT: 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
12x15 inches, suitable for framing: sent postpaid, | 
for 25cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. | 


PIONEER PITH. 


TRR Gist o» LEOTURES on BATIONALISM. 


By Car. R. O. Apams, President of Montreal 
d Pioneer Freethought Olub ; author of 
Travels in Faith from Tra- 
dition to Reason,” 
1 an 
“ Evolution—A Summary of Evidence.” 


A compendium of socientiflo and critical lore. 
Best handbook for introducing the general 
reader to the principles and data on which Ra- 
tionalism is based. 

Paper, 12mo, 100pp., 25 cents. 


EVOLUTION THEORY. 


Three lectures by Pror. Taos. H. HUXLEY. 
Paper, 10 cents. 


Thirty DISCUSSIONS, BIBLE STORIES, | 
ESSAYS, and LECTURES. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
Pap. 700pp., 75 cents. 


BENNETT-TEED DISCUSSION. 
* Jesus the Lord Goa, Groator of Heaven and 


By D. M. BRNRRTT and Rev. Mz. TEED. 
Paper, 20 cents. 


BESANT-HATCHARD DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
ANNIE BESANT AND REV. A. HATOHARD 


on 
Jesus of Nazareth a Historical Character, and the 
Influence of Christianiiy. : 


Price, 35 cents. 


BIBLE BALANCED. 


Comparing the Bible's Best Teachings and Bay- 
ings with those of Philosophers who 
Lived previous to Bible 
Authors, 


By G. C. DARLING. 
Paper, 50 cents. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 


Errors Exposed. 
By O. B. Waitrorp, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


TWENTY CRIMES and VICES 
Sanctioned oy Scripture. 
By J. E. Remssura. ` 
Price, 25 cents. 2 


CRIMES OF PREACHERS in the 
United States and Canada, 


By M. E. BILLINGS. 
Price, "REC 


BUDDHIST NIHILISM. 


By Max MULLER, M.A. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOLDEN MEAN in Temperance 
and Religion. 


By JOHN E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


INSPIRATION OF BIBLES. 


By Jxo. E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Christianity and Materialism, 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. ; 
Price, 15 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


By O. B. Wairrozp, M.D. 
Price, 19 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY from a SCIENTIFIC and 
HISTORICAL STANDPOINT. 
By W. N. MoLanxx. 
Paper, 50 cents. 


. 


25 cents. 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 


Adventures in the Land t 
of Cosmos. New Scripture (evidently inspired). 
Discovered by I. N. Fryen and A. Hook. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE CRISIS. 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


tten during the American Revolution, and by 
“order of General Washington read 
to the army. 


Paper, 40 cents ; cloth, 75. E 
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CULTIVATION OF ART 


ITB RELATIONS TO 
RELIGIOUS PURITANISM AND MONEY-GETTING. 
` By A. R. Coo ER. 
Paper, 200.; flexible olo., 95. 


THE DARWINS. A Domestic Rad- 
* — "jen Romance. By Mrs. E. D, Blenker. 
Pap., 500.; olo., 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
. Lafayette PL, New York, 
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NOW READY. - PRICE, $2 AND $2.50. 


The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text Book 


~ SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION: 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAINZTHE 
= ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


Designs bv Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Desiener. 


CONTENTS: 


The Church and Thomas Paine. The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross, 
Thomas Paine. medans. Its Evolution. 


The Preacher and the Patriot. ir Soienti d. 
One Work by Paine Outweighi All tho Preach- Their Boieitifio Reootda Compare Unkind Reflections Upon the 


Uncle Sam and the Priests. 


The Pesta that Bother Uncle Sam. 
Uncle Zam Sleeps, but the Priests do Not. 


Romanism with Her Mask On. : 
age onk Of Ro - is to God.” Why Paine Was Denounced Two Samples of Christianity's Church, 
lu e Roma a : $ : 
Tefen jte iade Bam mar . Reward from Heer Pani ana Prongat Besar cok fur d 
A New Tuan onet, Once URS Time a Donkey Kicked a Lion. Peruvians Before and Since the Conquest. The Or E the Ohureh, Don't Hurt Our 
The Trail of the Serpent, Shake, Old Man; We’ the Same L 
me Undesirable Immi ts. Studies in Natural Histo Missionaries. ake, an; We're on the Same Lay 
ay Loyalty. dis A Question for Theological — iste, Hypocrisy of Christian Missionary Effort—I. Terre ward worker vo Methodist min- 
p Where Liberty Rei s the Tyrant Seeks to Some Problems in Evolution. s s s “ * II. inta 


Ohristian Missionaries in India. 


Missionary Methodsin the Ohurch of England. € rsecutions by the Church. 


The Church Robbing the People. 


ew York City's Annual Gift to the Ohurches. 
The Taxpayers and the Ohurches—I. 
rT) [1 [I3 “ N III 


The Frototype of the Methodist Revival. 


Religion in Man and Instinct in the Brute. 


The Bible and Science, 


The Bible and Geology. 
The Bible and Geography. 


The Clergy and their Flocks, 


Shearing Time. 

The Olergy's Hold Upon the People. 
One of a Very Numerous Glass. 
The Physician and the Flook, 

Duty to the Clergy. : 


A Poor Rule That Doesn't Work Both Ways. 


The Lord's instruments. 


Religious Rule. 


Bible Doctrinesand their Resuits, 


Biblical Temperance Statements. 
IT] ry is 


pplied. 
The Christian Scheme from Genesis to the 
Bynoptical ospels, and the Practical Re- 


The Authority of the Footpad. 


The Burning of Bruno. 

The Only Thing on Which the Sects Agree. 

An Unwelcome Pilgrimage. 

When Ohristiang Made the Laws. 

Superstition the Same in All Places and Ages. 

Banishment of Roger Williams. 

Oase of Dr, MoGlynn—the Ohurch True to Her 
ed. 

Oasting Pearls Before Swine. 

The Bigotry of Ohurch and State. 


Some Allegorics, 


The Genii who Preside Over the Road to 


Thanksgiving. qne Wisdom of Solomon. 


Work of a Methodist Conference in New York 
i e Law and the Gospel Not the Same. Knowledge. 
Thankegiving—I. in ° -Re ith at Findlay, Ohio. The Three Graces of Infidelity. 
m m! The Burden of the Oross. Wier ee at Shall We Be Damned for A Olerioal Move - d 


s Tii The Theologian’s Conception of Olerical Priv- Disbelieving The Trinity that Ruled the World in the Dark 


? 
of Ohristians—Whence they 


Sabbath Laws. The Ark of the Lord. Irresponsibilit } . Ades. N 
Sabbatarian Efforts in the National Senate. Sympathizing With their Pastor. joo jain tt d phere they Fus their Sina. Tue e oriri ee Infidel Orator 
funday in a Rabbatarian Oity. Qne Friamphant paint, A Oandidate for Glory—An Old Sinner, but & and England’s Ohristian Statesman. 
As the Olerey Desire Sunday—t. Ohaplaing in the Army and Navy. Ney Baint Tere Ballévori The Enemy sud the Friend of Liberty. 
€ « s « [D —II A Desirable Bargain. Bome l'esta for e e . Ne Her nod ar E] Rn; 
au u “ * III ollowing Ohrist. 4 ew n or in or an Old Rhyme. 
| Piety in Our Ponlteatiaries, rin NM AS ESSI en isnt 
. The Children and the Church, A Religious Procession. The Fauits in Obristian Mor ality T, 3 eU 

F $ ach Ball W Have ? a 1 D 5 ba IE i " mite On the Probation Plan.—Scene Outside of the 
A Teacher We Do Not Want. o Atonement’ Mootrine, EE -iv. Gates of the New Jerusalem. 
The Shadow in Our Schools. Practical Application of the Atonement. „ -—Y. On the Probation Plan.—Scene Inside of the 
A New Application of an Old Text. The reat cacy of Ta Harz An Incident of a Snow- storm, January, 1889. Gates of the New Jerusalem. 
The Reptiles in the Path, How to 5 et 2 Halo and a Harp. Another Incident of Another Snow-storm. Into Heaven via, Purgatory. 
Recruiting for Onurch Institutions, The Tabernacles of the Lord—I n the Anxious Seat. 
A Parochial Schoo! Lesson. «ue "abernaoes Qi the Horde ifferent Stories of an Alleged Oocurrence. Hell. 
promot of the Parool A Few Victims of Divine Beneficence. The Church and Slavery. How to Make tho Road to Salvation Plain. 
A Web or the Unwary. Prayer. . The Ghost in the Methodist Ohurohyard. The Kmrusement of tes Saints in Heaven. 
Sunday-Sohool Bolielars, A Drouth in Cambridge, Ill., in 1887. Priests in Politics. A Clerical Surprise Party. n 
The Joys of the Sunday-School Boy. Our Father in Heaven. The Oolossus of New York. The Devil's Occupation Gone. 

The Creeds. The Political Caliban and the ReligiousRogues. 

Woman and the Church, miscellaneous. 

; What Is Ohristianity ?—I. Ireland and the Church, i n 
Woman's Path from Servitude to Freedom. oO cree ee -H. A Oontribution to the Irish Questi Talmage's Petrified Blasphemer—A Religious 
Encouragement to Go Ástray. sey ae p III. The Gnurches in Ireland. en · Oampaign Story of 80, 

Bt. Paul as a Member of the School Board. The Olamor of the Oreeds. e Gospel oe Pe — in Trelan d. The Futility of Hitching Evolution to Ortho- 
The Ohuroh's Use for Woman. Sustaining the Oreeds. The Trouble Wien in oxy, 
& oniran: que Greedal Fiddle. 10 he Trouble At. Ii i deln of a Raorament, me 
e B e orid. int to Lalmage, Sam Jones, et at. 
Woman the Supporter of Preacher and Pope? Ohristianity's Holy Family. The Church’s Idea of Civilization. e Women's Christian Temperance Union's 
“Pee Gren Obist Bupport The Oresdaliste and. the Government—“Our "Galleys One of Ohristian Civilizations — of the Olerioal Trade 
uro. ef Support. e Oree ats an (2 en rz juncts. : . 
When Womanhood Awaken. God, Our Country, and an Appropriation.” What Rome Would Use to Civilize People. The Modern Balaam. 


AUTHORITIES QUOTED: 


President John Adams, Robert U. Adams, D'Aubigne's History of the Reformation, Athanasian Creed, Prof. H. G. Atkinson, Matthew Arnold, Lord Amberley, Account of 
the Irish Massacre, Cardinal Baronius, Cardinal Bellarmine, Byron, Senator Henry W. Blair, D. M. Bennett, H. W. Beecher, Burnett's History of My Own Times, Annie Besant, 
Buck’s Theological Dictionary, Buckle's History of Civilization, Brooks Adams’s Kmancipstion of Massachusetts, Governor Brownlow of Tennessee, J. M. Buckley, D.D., Charles 
Bradlaugh, Professor Buchner, Beauchamp, Prof. James Bryce, M.P., Edward Beecher, Bible Myths, A. Bierbower, M. Babcock, Council of Constance, Christian Statesman, Dr. 
Thomas Cooper, Rev. James Freeman Clarke, Dr. Carpenter, Christian Advocate, Catholic Review, Catholic World, er d. Fifty Years in the Church of Rome, Rev. Moncure D. 
Conway, Thomas Carlyle, Presbyterian Confession of Faith, The Chronicle of Perth, Jesus Christ, Congregational Creed, Prof. W. K. Clifford, Archbishop Corrigan, William Cobbett 
on the English Church, Catholic Union and Times, Chambers’s Cyclopedia, Cassius Clay, Prof. Theodore Dwight, Darwin, William Denton, Dana’s Manual of Geology, Prof. Van 
Buren Denslow, Durham’s Commentarie Upon the Book of Revelation, Dowling’s Histiory of Romanism, Diderot, Draper’s Intellectual Developmen! o; Europe, Drapers Conflict 
Between Religion and Science, Chauncey M. Depew, Edward Everett, Emmons’s Volume of Sermons, Jonathan Edwards, Benjamin Franklin, San Francisco Freethought, Jas. Anthony 
Froude, Garibaldi, Guizot (French Historian), Gregory VII., President J. A. Garfield, President U. S. Grant, A. J. Grover, Boston Globe, Gamble, Helen H. Gardener, Matilda Joslyn 
Gage, Gibbon, Genesis, Rev. E. E. Guild, Gillespie’s Aaron’s Rod Blossoming, Greg’s Creed of Christendom, Goethe, Cardinal Gibbons, Patrick Henry, Alvah Hovey, D.D., President 
Newton Theological Institution; D'Holbach, Victor Hugo, Dexter A. Hawkins, Ernst H:ieckel, Hecker's Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages, Professor Huxley, Hutchinson's Exposi- 

tion of the Minor Prophets, Hobbes, Harper’s Weekly, Hallam’s History of the Middle Ayres, Ingersoll, President Thomas Jefferson, C. H. Jones, ed. Chris. Paper of Chicago; O. D. 
Jones in Am. Nonconformist, Kingsley's Natural History, Abner Kneeland, Lecky's Rationalism in Europe, Leo XIII. (Pope), Loyola, Lafayette, Henry Luttrell, Martin Luther, Locke, 
Macaulay, President Madison, President Monroe, Dean Milman, Milton, W. H. H. Murray, Dr. McGlynn, Hon. Stanley Matthews, of the U. S. Supreme Court, Manu, Cardinal 
Manning, Maine’s Ancient Law, Arthur B. Moss, Massachusetts Records, Morell’s Elistory of Philosophy, Michelet, Moore, Missionary Herald, Mohammedan Emir to Bishop 
Crowther, John Stuart Mill, Wm. McDonnell’s Heathens of the Heath, Mackenzie's Histo ry of the XIX Century, New Haven Colony Records, Neander, Church Historian ; Lord Neares, 
Nordau, Bishop O'Connor, Felix L. Oswald, Robert Dale Owen, Max O'Rell, People's Cyclopedia, Pius IX. (Pope), Pius X. (Pope), Archbishop Paley, Parker Pillsbury, Bt. Paul, 
Thomas Paine, Plymouth Colony Records, Life of the Rev. Alexander Peden, Prescott (History), John Peck, Prof. Richard A. Proctor, Josiah Quincy, Edgar Quinet, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin), Robertson, John E. Remsburg, Report of New York Catholic Protector y, Rutherford's Religious Letters, Reade's Martyrdom of Man, Report to House of Commons by 
Sheriff Allison of Glasgow, Renan, Archbishop Ryan, Robertson’s Survey of the State of Europe, E. A. Stevens, T. W. Smith (American Missionary), Dr. Schaff, Prof. Church History 
in Union Theological Seminary, New York; Herbert Spencer, Dr. Josiah Strong, Schop enhauer, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Shakspere, Charles Stephenson, Leslie Stephen, Elmina D. 
Slenker, PercyBysshe Shelley, Strauss, A. C. Swinburne, THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York Tablet (Roman Catholic), J. P. Thompson, Truth Seeker Annual, New York Times, The 
New Englander, Taylor, Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, U. S. Senate Reports, U. S. Senate Sunday Bills, Upham's Salem Witchcraft, Voltaire, Volney, Gilbert Vale, Rev. Thomas Vincent, 
Cardinal Wiseman, President George Washington, Walt Whitman, J. M. ^ heeler, Archbishop Whately, Daniel Webster, Rev. John Wesley, Prof. Andrew D. White, Wishart’s 
Memoirs of the Marquis of Montrose, John son, M.A., Elizur Wright, Lieutenant Wood, U. S. N., J. G. Whittier, E. C. Walker in Bible Temperance, Nathaniel Ramsay 


Waters, W. W. Walker. 
NEARLY 400 PAGES, 12 INCHES BY 9 INCHES, BOUND IN BOARDS, WITH ILLUMINATED COVER, $2; IN CLOTH, GOLD STAMP, $2.50. 


Sent by Mail on Receipt ot Price by THE TRUTH. SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


ALABAMA. 


A 
Star News Depot, 2,008 2d ave., Birmingham. 


- CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 


Ball & McCarter, 7 W. First st., Loa Angeles. 
Edwards & McKnight, 12 W. ist st., Los 


Angeles. 


Max News Stand, 1st & Main sts., Los Angeles. 
J. C. Scott, 22 Third st., San Francisco, Cal. 
Estate of 8. C. Blake, 503 Kearny st., San 
[cisco. 
Richardson Bros., 213 Grant ave., San Fran- 


Francisco. 


OANADA. 


T.C.Allen&Co.,124 Granville st., Halifax, N. 8. SS 
Mrs. W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Ytongest., Toronto ; 


James Foster, Welland, On. 

Thos. Moffatt, Orillia, Oat. 

R. W. Wheeler & Co., Hamilton, Ont. 

, OOLORADO. 

J. C. Richey, 207 Harrison ave., Leadville. 
FLORIDA. 

Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
. IDAHO, 

A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 


Mrs. S. E, Ames, 169 Washington st., Chicago. 


Post-office News Co., 108 Adams st., Chicago. 
G. E. Wilson, 415 & 417 Dearborn st., and 


Breutano Broz., Chicago. 
J. W. Howe, 48 B. Halstead st., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
Wm. E. Fa r, South Bend, 
LOUISIANA. 
Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., New Orleans. 
MAINE. ; 
N. G. Fessenden, 434 Congress st., Portland, 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
Johnson Bro's b N. Main st., Fall River. 
A. M. Driscoll, 78} Front st., Worcester. 
MICHIGAN. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, Woodbine Cottage, Coit ave., 
Grand Rapids. 
C. Holton & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
Horace Haynes, Leslie. 
MIBBOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 822 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEW JERSEY. 
J. G. Hunter, 66 Wickliff st., Newark. 
John Hossack, Danforth and Ocean ave., 
Jersey C:ty. 
NEW YORK. 


Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Burnton & Co., 92 Fourth ave., New York. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
Mr. Kelly, 1243 Third ave., New York. 
R. W. Turner, 349 4th ave., New York. 
E. Friedman, 72 Canal st., New York. 
H. Cohn, 320 West st., New York. 
Morris Ash, 120 Broadway, New York. 
George Gross, 1693 Broadway, New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 
J. H. Russell, Fulton & Nassau sts. 
J. Vanden Broeck, 397 Bleecker st., New York. 
New York News Co., 20 Beekman st., 
B. J. King. 179 So. Pearl st., Albany. 
E. C. Weidman, 126 State st., Rochester. 
OHIO. 
John Jacques, Akron. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 
W. Smith, 829 Superior st., Cleveland. 
Benj. Woods, 319 Chillicothe street; Ports- 
mouth. [Cleveland. 
Larwood, Bartlett & Day, 259 Superior st., 
OREGON, 
'B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
C. H. Wilcox, Portland. 
W. Wedeken, Portland, Ore. 
: PENNSYLVANIA. 
. 80 1 i 0 ring Garden st., Phila, 
eorge Longford, eopard st. 8. 
J. A. Kirk. Du Bois. p ds 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
Romau Staley, cor. Wood and 4th ave., 
. Pittsburgh. 
RHODE ISLAND. 
H. Carr, 947 H gh st., Providence. 
J. H. J. Reilly, 413 High st., Providence. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st 
m. B. r, . Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co., dg 
TRIAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
A. Chapman, 227 E. Houston st., San Antonio. 
. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
J. Jackson, Dallas, 
E. A. Andrea, 916 Main st., Dallas. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 
WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Stine Bros., Walla Walla. 
Geo. Funk, 909 Pacific ave., Tacoma. 
C. B. Reynolds, Lock Box 5 Freemont. 


RNGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet street 
London. , 
C. Stocker, 29 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 
Chas. H. Bamford, 190 Little Colli 
. H. i e Co š 
Melbourne, Victoria. SEINS Mant 
W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. 8. W. 
NEW ZEALAND. 
A. D. Willis, Wanganui. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 25 Cents. 


Price, Cloth, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 27, 1801. 
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CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


AN, ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THH 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 
The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


FORCE AND MATTER: 


OR, 

Prineipies of the Natural Order 
of the Universe, With a sys- 
tem of Morality Based 
Thereon. 

By PhorzssoR LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 
OONTENTS : 


The Fitness of Things in 
Nature (Teleology), 


Force and Matter, 
Immortality of Matter, 


Immortality of Foros, Man, 

Infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Consciousness, 


‘orm, |. Seat of the Soul, 
Immutability of Natural InnateIdeas, | - 
aws. The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 
aWB, ital Forse, 
The Heavens, .  TThe Soul of Brutes, 
Periods of the Creation Free Will, 
o% phe Earth, ti Morality, q Ob 
riginal Generation, oncludin Berva- 
Becular Generation, tions. s 


Price $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


. Ten Cents Each. 

1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
philosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
‘THOMPSON, 

2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and influence. By Rev. Joun W. OHADWIOK. 

8 SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
How suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. G. ERVISS, 


ARRET P. 
4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH : The story of 
geology. By Dr. LEWIS G. JANES. 


5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How li 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. NS 


6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. BOSSITER 
RAYMOND. 


7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: His ori tiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. p. ng NOE 


8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. ROBERT G. ECOLES. 


9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By Jamr8s A. Skrr. 


10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SroxEx 
Sampson. 


11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. Lewis 
G. JANES. 

12, PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NELSON C. 

. PARSHALL. 


13. EVOLUTION AS RELATED rO RELIGIOU: 
THOUGHT. By Joun W 1 5 

14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
Hoyr NTOEHOLS. 


15. THE EFFECTS OF EVOLUTION ON T 
gomg OIVILIZATION. By Mixor J. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


ANEW NOVEL, ` 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


“ The shame itself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K, INGALLS, 
$5.00. 


|The Humboldt Library of Science, 


In this series are well represented the writings of 
DARWIN, SPENCER, HUXLEY, TYNDALL) 
CLIFFORD and other leaders of thought in our 
time, a£50 to 75 per cent. lower than usual prices. 

We have the Library bound in Complete Sets, as 
follows : 


OLD Sryrr.—In this style the volumes average 


640 pages 870. and are arranged thus: 


Vol I. Nos. 1-12.( Vol. VI. Nos. 80-70. 
II. * 13-94 | VII. 71-80. 
„III. * 25-36. VIII * 81-91. 
Ms Iy. „ 87 48 IX. ** 92103. 
i V. „ 49-59. KX. 104-111. 


Cloth, plain edge, $2 vol. (Separately or in sets.) 

Half seal, marble edges, $2.75 vol. (In sets only.) 

New SrvLz.—Noe. 1 to 111 inclusive, are bound in 
18 vols., averaging 492 pages each, 8vo, thus: 


Cloth, extra, red edges, $1.75 per vol. $22.75 per get. 
Half seal, plain edges, 2.25 s 29 25 
Half seal, marble edges, 2 50 se 
Hif Mor., marble edges, 2.75 s 
In sets only. 


All of the following are octavo; cloth : 
WORKS BY PROFESSOR HUXLEY. 


Man's Place in Nature. Numerous ill.; & 
The Origin of Specirs. 2 books in 1 vol. 
ThePhysical Basis of Lite & other Essays. 
Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. 
2 books in 1 vol. . e ; è 
Animal Automatism, and other Essays. 
Technical Education, and other Essays. 
2 books in 1 vol. s i . . 
WORKS BY OHARLES DARWIN. 


E 


75 


E 


Origin of Species by Means of Natural 


Selections or, the Preservation of 
Favored Races in the Struggle for Life. 
New edition from the latest Eng. edition, 
with additions and corrections. : 
Descent of Man, and Selection in Rela. 
tion to Sex With illustrations. New edi- 
tion revised and augmented. . A 
Formation of Vegetable Mold Through 
the Action of Worms, with Observa- 
tions on their Habits. With illustrations. 


Charles Darwin: His Life and Work. 
By Grant Allen. . 5 e „ 75 
SELEOT WORKS BY GRANT ALLEN. 


The Evolutionist at Large ; 
Vigneites from Nature; and 
Forco and Energy: A Theory 
namics. 3 books in 1 vol. ME 
WATER, ELECTRIOITY, AND LIGHT. 
: PROFESSOR TYNDALL. 
Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, 
Ice and Glaciers. 19 illustrations. 
Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. 
Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. 
8 books in 1 vol. . " : à 
WORKS BY HERBERT SPENCER. 


The Data of Ethics, .+ . . . 

Education: Intellectual, Moral, and Phys- 
ical; and 

Progress: Its Law and Cause. With 
utner Disquisitions. 2 books in 1 vol. 

The Genesis of Science. 

The Factors of Organic Evolution. 

2 books in 1 vol. 775 
SELEOT WORKS of v Y A. PROCTOR, 
Light Science for Leisure Hours. 
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
ttereditary ‘Traits, and other Essays. 
Miscellaneous Essays. ; 
Illusious of the Senses, and other Essays. 
Notes on Earthquakes, with 14 miscel- 


laneous Essays. 
6 books in 1 vol. e 1.50 


SELECT WORKS OF WM. KINGDON OLIF- 
FORD, F. R. A. &. 
Seeing and Thinking. 
The Scientific Basis of Morals, and 
other Essaye. : 
Conditions of Mental Development, and 
other Esga xe. TN 
The Unseen Universe, and the Philoso- 
phy of the Pare Sciences. 
Cosmic Emotion: Also the Teachings 
of Science. : 
5 books in 1 vol. " A . . 125 
SELECT WORKS OF EDW. OLODD, F. R. A. S. 


The Childhood of Religion. 
The Birth and Growth of Myth, 
1he Chiidhood of the World. 
8 books in 1 vol. „ 
SELECT WORKS OF TH. RIBOT, 
Translated from the French by J. Fitzgerald, M.A. 
The Diseases of Memory. 


The Diseases of the will. 
The Diseases of Personality. 


1.25 


1.50 


of Dy- 
. 1.00 
BY 


» 1.00 


45 


1.00 


3 books in 1 vol. r e e a'o’ 1.00 
THE MILKY WAY- 
The Wonders of the Heavens. 32 idus. 


By Camille Fiammarion. 
The Romance of Astronomy. By R. 
Kalley Miller, M. A. 
The Sun; its Constitution, its Phenomena, 
ita Condition. By Nathan T. Carr, LL. D. 
3 books in 1 vol. . . " . 
POLITICAL SCIENCE. 
Physies and Polities. An application 
of the principles of Natural Science to 


Political Society. By Walter Bagehot, 
author of The Eng. Constitution,“ an 


History of the Science of Politics. By 

Frederick Pollock. 2 books in 1 vol. 
THE LAND QUESTION. 

The History of Landholding in Eng- 
land. By Joseph Fisher, F. R. H. S. and 

Historical Sketch of the vistribution 
of Land in England. By William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 2 books in 1 vol. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Mystery of Matter, and The Philos- 
ophy of Ignorance; and s 

The Essential Nature of Religion. By 


1.00 


J. Allansoo Picton. 2booksinivole + .% 
Science and Crime; and 
Science and Poetry, with other Essays. 
By Andrew Wilson, F. B. S. E. 
2 books in 1 vol. . (0. N 


(Continued in next cotumn.] 


Proctor; | The Black Death. An Account of the 


HUMBOLDT LIBRARY (Continued). 
Current Discussions in Science; and 
Scientific Aspect of Some Familiar 

Things. By W. M. Williams, F. C. S. 
2 books in 1 vol. 


Great Pastilence of the 14th Century; and 
The Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. 
„By J. F.O. Hecker. M.D, 2 books in 1 vol. 
The Naturalist on the River Amazon. 
A Record of Adventurer, Habits of 
Animals, Sketches of Braziliap-and Indian 
. Life apd Aspects of Nature Under the 
Equator, during Eleven Years of Travel, 
by Henry Walter Bates, F. L. S., Assis. Sec. 
fo the Royal Geograpnical Society of 
ngle: . » »" „ E 2 - 
The Rise and Early Constitution of Uni- 
versities, with & Survey of Medieval 
Education. By 8. 8. Laurie, L L.D., 
Professor of the Institutes and History f 
Education in the University ot Edinburgh. < 
The Heligions of the Ancient World, 
including Egypt, Assyria and Babylonia, 
Persia, India, Phoenicia, Etruria, Greece, 
Rome. By George Rawlinson, M.A., 
Camden Professor of Ancient History, 
Oxford, and Canon of Oanterbury, au- 
thor of “The Origin of Nations,” The 
Five Great Monarchies,” et.. e 
Fetichism ;.A Contribution to Anthro- 
pology and the History of Religion. By 
Fritz Schultze. Translated from the 
German by J. Fitzgerald. MA. |. e 
Money and the Mechanism of Exchange, 
By W. Stanley Jevons, M. A., F. R. S., Pro- 
fessor of Logic and Political Economy in 
the Owens College, Manchester. 
On the Study of Words. By Richard 
Ohenevix Trench, D.D., Archbishop of 
Dublin. /. .. „„ € t€, 
The Dawn of History: An Introduction 
to Pre Historie Study. Edited by C. 
F. Keary, M.A. of the British Museum. 
Geological Sketches at Home and 
Abroad. By Archibald Geikie, LL.D., 
F. R. S, Director-General of the Geological 
Surveys of Great Britain and Ireland. . 
Illusions: A Psychological Study. By 
James Bully, Author of ‘Sensation and 
Intuition,” Pessimism,” etc. . s,- 
The Pleasures of Life. (Parts I. and II.) 
By Sir John Lubbock, Bart. 2partein1. 
English Past and Present. arts I. 
and II.) By Richard Ohenevix Trench. 
2 parts in 1, Complete 
The Story of Creation. A Plain Account 
of Evolution. By Edward Clodd, F. R. A. G. 
Over 80 Ils „ 7. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
*t Humboldt," “ Thomas Paine,” Individual 
ity," and Heretics and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man- 
Woman, and Ohild,” ‘fhe Declaration. of In. 
dependence," *About Farming in nois, 
“he Grant Banquet,” ** The Rev. Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll. 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. j 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. . 


The Christian Religion. By B. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 conta; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pases, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
sould be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document, 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen; W copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated, : 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
und in one yolume, To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher, has kad 
all his lectures, except the latest on Ortho, 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, whioh i8 sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll's „The Vision 
of War,” the “Grant Banquet Toast,” that 
they hay been printed on heavy toned paper, 
18x22, illuminated border, and in large, clear 
type, suitable for framing, and the three will 
be forwarded to any address, for 25 ote, or 
either one for 15 cis. - : 

This 


Prose Poems and Selections. 
ook is a gem. is a model in every re- 
rg In fact, one of the richest, bri lest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the çel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ? 
heretofore printed in Various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
gelecfed from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
vergationsof the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
"urpose,a fine steel portrait, wi h autograph. 
40 simile, has been prepared especially ‘or it. 
Price, in silk.cloth, beveled 81102 t back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mot led edges, ele- 
gant library style, 4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
Tocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, 7.50; -in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Life. A Prose Poem. Printed in 


eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


i 1. 
boudoir, dress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By LupWIG FEUERBACH. 
Price, $3. 


7 


75 


5 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 
ers' Almanao . „ 6 . 
2. Men, Women, and Gods 
8 Gene 333 50 
3. Age of Reason. Thomaa Paino.. . B 
4. Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. 
Bennett........ er eee 25 
5. Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck... 20 
6. Viotor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire 10 
7. Ingersoil’s Address on Bhakspere......... 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 


, Yearly Subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book 8ent upon receipt of price. 


&ddreat THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 
A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent. 
less; with little money, fair education, and much 

: courage, to make their way through the world by 
oing to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business mon, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is Sure to be worth the attention 

of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


DANGER 
Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. ‘Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 

Reason, and Is Et Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Profa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 


Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
olon H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 


Reply to Father Lamberts 
‘Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. . 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature 
aud Influence. 32 pages. Price, 16 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

, Secularism: Destructiv aud Con. 
síruetiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 


to be Contradictory and Defeotiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 


Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which #s the More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 

10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 

pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 


and Tumors CURED: no knife: 
book free. Drs. GRATIGNY & Dix, 
No. 163 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 


A 


. The Superstition of the Christian 


Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
lice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. : 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belisfand Knowledge, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

"he American Secular Union; Its 
Neeessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands, (Dedicated to Colo- 


nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption; An Open 
Letter to the R-v. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N.8. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with : Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Ohristianity, 3. Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Christ and Heroism. 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages, Price, 


5 centa. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Aas WANTED ict sates, SAMPLE TREE. A rasa 


eoportunity. Gee. A. Scott, 842 Broadway, N. Ye 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Uf Roxbury, Mass., says 


Kennedy’s Medical Discov- 
ery cures Horrid Old Sores, 
Deep Seated Ulcers of 40 
years standing, Inward Tu- 
mors, and every disease or 
the skin, except Thunder 
Humor, and Canesr that has 
taken root. Price, $1.50. 
Sold by every Druggist in 
the United States and Can- 
ada. 


RELIGION OF MAN 
ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Critical Review of the Religion 
of Man. - : 


OontTENTs : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man’s Position, 
Fate, Free Wil, Free Agency, Necessity. Be- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo-' 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis. 
dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
Of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of. 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So- 
ciety to COriminale. Duty of Self. Culture. Mar- 
riage. Cloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


.By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Pr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man's reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 

he romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual posgibilities.—[Boston Traveler. : 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard'smagnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men’s 
Obristian Associa- 


on. 


By Bion. B. WESTBROOK, D. D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEXER. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1, 


Address Tax TRUTH SEEKER. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romanoe. 


12mo, 300pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
or Boys and Girls. 12m, 383pp.; $1.25. 


hout Supersti- 
. The Only Free- 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 95 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “ The Real Blasphemers,” *' Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” eto., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We truet it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—(The American Idea. i 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


T. THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 


Crimes and. Perseentions. 


$vo, 1,118pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges; $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath ig 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching. of the Chris- 


tian Church. The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions." 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 


of a minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 
pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
take a. crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!" Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 

Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 
Price, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic |8 


Church. 
FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales ine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 
Price, .. . r : 


Price, 5 cents. 


10 cents. 


SING, BROTHERS, BING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. IBERAL Hymn-Boor contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
Iiis highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
$5 cents. Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER Oc. 


New. Zdition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Prise, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TR SEEKER 
28 Tafavatio Place New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
sale at this office. Price, 5) conta. 


AN EMBLEM OF 
Freedom, Progress, nd Reform. 


Bepresents the burning Torch of Reason, the 


rising Sun of Soience, and the day of Free- 
thought, in con- 
trast with the night 
and dark re SY» noss of 
supersti b ^ p tion; and 
sym bo : lizes the 
evolution Ps T) of the 
worldt 4 1 ) from the 
night of ZA. 7 8 U persti- 
tion to Lgl the day 
of Free Bj thought, 
Science, T zi and Rea- 
son. De Qf M S, Bign pat- 
ented “Q BANS Feb. 24, 
1885. SIE: A» 7 Made ia 
two sizes, RER Ss A like cut 
and sma. A er model, 
or é o 2 i ia ARE TrougaT Be sold wish: 
eled in 
colors. Most beautiful badge ever designed, 


Price, 10kt, $3; 14kt, $4, $5; with Diamond in Sun 
$8, $10, $15. Small model 10kt, $2; 14kt, $2 75,$3.50 
Oharme, both sizes, $3, $4, $5, $6, $10, $15, $20, $35. 
Bent by registered mail and cash refunded at op- 


tion. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
JEWELER, ROCHELLE, ILL. 


» Bend Tor pe gara in Dolor and Gold, of 
aage, an gOrIpilvV circulars 
“OTTO WETTSTEIN” Watch, tracts, et- ous 


; AU | 


joe € 


ELF 


CSS 


Send 10 cents for 
this valuable book for 
74) young and middle- 
ig zed men, suffering 

g‘rom a Life-wasting 
Disease, as the result 

of youthful follies, 
indiscretion, and ex- 
cesses in maturer 
years. It gets forth 
an External Applica- 


tion—A PosrrrvE ouREXas it matters not how 


long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you har used. The book is worth many 


: be in the hands of 
times its cost, and should ment cure. Ad- 


ing d need and perma 
Ped ete , Fellows, Vineland, N. J., and 
gay where you saw this advertisment. 


g A Good hoon — 

5 ig an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

1 lowa generous patron of the Freethought 

press. He has many testimonials to the value of 

his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Fresthougnt, 


iberal Meetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberal 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Ciub, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Gor- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lecot- 
ure and discussions, The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
st, Newark, N. J. Leotures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. i 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 7:30. Lecturer, debates, and discus. 

sions on all important secular subjects. Pros- 

Menh Henry BInD; Secretary: Cora BELLE 
aa. ; 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 


tion 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
E. D., at 8 FP. M., Overy 


Philadelphia Libera! League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ax d 
Wood sts. at 2:80 and 7:30 P. M, for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questiong, 
Able speckersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Beekerpublicationgalwaygon handatcheap raten. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays: at 2 
P. M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., mests the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to TuE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited, R. G. BMITH, Cor, Bec. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Bunday evening at 7:30 P. M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds moetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall. Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, B.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. 
abroad heartily welcome. 
FRANKLIN BTEINER, Pres. 


Friends from 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Megta every Bunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8o’clock. A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Bunday at 7:30 p.m. in Macdon- 
ald’s Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. Leot- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. Frank Morse; Cor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first. 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P. M., at Parr's 

Hall. Everybody invited. Mrs. R. M. BERBA, 

Pros.: J. H. MoWirpLrAMS. Rec. Seo. 


The Walla Walla Lib:ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.M. in Grand Army 

Jl, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Leotures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A. W. CALDER, Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house, 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 

reatest freedom accorded to all Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty.” D. E. Rice, Pres. ; 


J. W. BELL, Vioe-Pres; OBARLES SHEA, Seo. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


Meeta every Sunday at Knights of Labor Hall, 
1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, a.m. Visiting Lib- 
erals invited to attend. Oon. A. HARRIS, Pres. 


IsAACB. LEE, Seo. 


San Antonio (Texas) Liberal Asso- 
ciation 

meets every Friday evening at Libera! Hall, 227 

East Houston street. Free reading room and cir- 

culating library open every day and evening. 

Strangers cordially invited. A. OHATMAN, Sec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
; York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkiing. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 
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Bews of the Beek. 


Hiram Maxi, inventor, and head of the 
great gun-making house of Maxim & Norden- 
feldt, announces a flying-machine to make 100 
miles an hour, and carry in peace times pas- 
sengers or freight and in war times dynamite 
—which he thinks will be so dreadful in 
effect as to cause disuse of war. 


Two Hennessy trial 
jurors hav been indicted 
for taking bribes. 


TuxRE are 15,000 per- 
sons in Moscow awaiting 
convoy to Siberia. 


Tue next papal encyc- 
lical wil propose union 
of the Roman and Greek 
Catholic churches. 


Tue membership and 
business of Great Brit- 
ain’s 1,500 ccóperativ 80- 
cieties is increasing. 


Tux drouth is so severe 
in Quebec province that 
Mer. Lafleche has di- 
rected the priests to re- 
peat the prayer for rain. 


Minister Porter has 
left Rome—according to 
some reports in retalia- 
tion for Fava’s recall, 
and according to some 
merely for vacation. 


A BATOH of Alaska 
Indian boys hav been 
discovered in San Fran- 
cisco in a state of shock- 
ing neglect and abuse at 
the hands of a drunken 
Russian priest. 


Harry Basam, Qraf- 
ton county, N. H., asks 
divorce on the ground - 
that his wife injures his 
health and endangers his 
reason by constant talk 
on Christian Science. 


THE Massachusetts 
legislature has paved 
the way for experiments 
in Nationalism by autho- 
rizin g towns to supply gas or electric light for 
public and private use. 


Rervrns of the government Indian schools 
of Manitoba and the Northwest Territory giv 
99 schools, of which 72 are Catholic and 37 
Protestant. i 


— 4 
ILL i 
— 


Mtt 


Pasror KRxrrr, of Worishopen, Germany, 
is obtaining much vogue among his Catholic 
devotees for silly curativs of disease that he 
has invented. 


** Goop-avz, boys, I hope to meet you in 
heaven,” was the parting speech of Sim John. 
son, hanged at Charleston, W. Va., on the 
19th, for assault on a white girl. He had 
** just received the holy communion.” 


Tur miracle-working shrine of Bt. Anne de 
Beaupre, Canada, has had in ten years 984 
pilgrimages, 774,694 pilgrims, 675,445 com- 
munions, and 25,014 masses. Of the 105,672 
pilgrims in 1890, 20,000 were from the United 
States. 


RRV. Rion. BERGMANN, charged with 
assault and battery on a young lady, on being 
placed in the dock at Pittston, Pa., began a 
prayer for deliverance, and assured the 
remonstrating lawyer that the Lord would 
see him out of his trouble. 


Rerorts Of the New York state board of 
charities contain evidence that large numbers 
of lunatics and paupers hav been shipped 
to the United States, year after year, from 
the British isles, Germany, Austria, and other 
countries by local authorities and charitable 
organizations. 


As the Italian editors and journalists, the 
most intelligent of their nationality in this 
country, endeavor to draw their constituen- 
cies from Catholic and Irish-American influ- 
ences, they are denouxced by priestly organs 
as without religion or morality, hating a 
priest as Satan might, ignorant save in mat- 
ters of self-interest, impregnated with Social- 
ism, and reckless as savages.” 


“HAPPY JoRN xX RYDER, who conducted a 
gospel temperance mission at Manchester, 
N. H., had a diseased eye left from the grip. 
Dr. Carville, an optician, had nearly cured 
him, when on visiting him recently he found 
he had thrown all medicins away at insti- 
gation of Faith Curers who had called on 
him. A few days ago Ryder left for his old 
home in Maine, totally and irremediably 
blind. 


Tux Republican Territorial Committee met 
at Salt Lake City and resolved that a division 
on party lines by loyal men would be an 
error; that it would givrule to the first presi- 
dency of the Mormon church ; that it would 
giv Utah statehood; that that statehood 
would be under control of the Mormon the- 
ocracy ; that Utah is not fit for statehood, as a 
majority maintain a higher allegiance to the 
theocracy than to the United States, 
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And he settled his countenance steadfastly, until he was ashamed : and the man of God wept.—2 Kings viii, 2. 


Mens of Thought. 


` Arr priests create fanatics, though not 
fanatics themselvs.—JVapoleon Bonaparte. 


To the claims of conformity no man may 
. yield and remain free at all.— Oscar Wilde. 


Ir has been the fate of all. great changes to 
be mocked at beforehand, and to be regarded 
as inevitable when once sccomplished.— 

W. C. Owen, ; 


DESTRUOTION Is as nec- 
essary as re-creation.— 
Lara. 


CHRISTIANITY as such 
never rose above cru- 
sades and persecutions 
of heretics; it has never 
even attained to toler- 

' ance, which yet is mere- 
ly the negauv side of 
universal benevolence.— 
Strauss. 


I REVERENOE truth as 
much as anybody; and 
when it has slipped us, 
ifa man will but take 
me by the hand, and go 
quietly and search for 
it, as for a thing we hav 
both lost, and can neither 
of us do well without, 
I'll go to the world's end 
with him.-—Sterne. 


WHEN we love our 
brother for the sake of 
‘our brother, we help all 
men to grow in the right ; 
but when we love our 
brother for the sake of 
somebody else, who is 
very likely to damn our 
brother, it very soon 
‘comes to burning him 
alive for hia sonl's health. 
Professor Ob. ford. 


I rxiwD that the God 
who had no time to say 
anything on the subject 
of slavery, and who 
found no room upon the 
tables of stone to say a 
word against polygamy, 
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the Advocacy of Reform. A. B. 


and in favor of the rights 
of woman, wife and mother, took time to 
giv a recipe for making hair oil.— Ingersoll. 


Great revolutions cannot be accomplished 
| without much anguish and some evil being 
caused.— Winwood Reade. 


Gzyxsis and Exodus are regarded by all 
sensible men as earnest guesses after truth 
by our early ancestors.— A. B. Moss. 


JEHOYAH never had the faintest idea of 
justice until the Jews had sufficiently pro- 
gressed to giv him lessons in that virtue.— 
G. W. Foote. 


Isznmvz that in nations where govern- 
ments are established, there are at least a 
third part of errors and abuses, a third part 
of tolerable customs, and another third of 
calamities and misfortunes.— Voltaire, 


Tur revelation of an infinit God must 
convey to men truths which they will under- 
stand alike. The Bible is said to be a reve- 
lation from God. Good, intelligent men 
understand it differently. Therefore, the 
Bible is not the word of God. Robt. C. 
Adams. 


ComparED with our wondrous progress in 
physical science and its practical applica- 
tions, our system of government, of admin- 
istering justice, of national education, and 
our whole social and moral. organization, re- 
mains in a state of barbarism.—Al/red 
Wallace. 


Tux scientific sanction [of morals] is veri. 
flable by experience; the theological is not. 
The scientific is strengthened by every in- 
crease of knowledge; the theological is 
thereby weakened. Hence the efficacy of 
the one is destined to increase; of the other, 
to diminish.— Wilson. 


Pustio money ought to be touched with 
the most scrupulous consciousness of honor. 
It is not the produce of riches only, but of 
hard earnings of labor and poverty. It is 
drawn even from the bitterness of want and 
misery. Not a beggar passes, or perishes in 
the streets, whose mite is not in that mass.— 
Paine. : 


RoorArL and moral barbarism we shall never 
overcome by the artificial and perverse train- 
ing, the one sided and defectiv teaching, the 
inner untruth and the external tinsel, of our 
present state of civilization. It is above all 
things necessary to made a complete and 
honest return to nature and to natural rela- 
tions.— Haeckel, _ 


Tue second revival [of learning] was pro- 
duced by the action of Moorish civilization. 
It was shown chiefly in an increased passion 
for natural science, which gradually substi- 
tuted the conception of harmonious and 
unchanging law for the conception of a 
universe governed by perpetual miracles,— 
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PRETENSE AND PRACTICE; OR, HOW THE CHURCH HYPOCRITS LOVE THE POOR. 


Ims e 


Gaies and Qlippings. 


HERBERT BPRNORB, writing to Dr. Janes 
of the Brooklyn Ethical Society, observes: 
“In my earlier days I constantly made the 
foolish supposition that conclusiv proofs 
would change beliefs. But experience has 
long since dissipated my faith in men’s ration- 
ality.” 


THERE has been a movement among the 
Odessa, Russia, newspapers to stop issuing 
Monday editions, in order to giv their print- 
ers & holiday on Sunday; but the editors 
and publishers could not arrive at an under- 
standing on this subject, and the matter was 
dropped. 

A TuRRISEH official says that the Levantine 
Turks hav for many years been becoming 
more and more fanatical: At the end of the 
Crimean war ten per cent of the Turks were 
religious fanatics; at the death of Abdul 
Aziz, fifty per cent; to-day there are ninety 
per cent.“ Sum. 


Tue labor bill debated for the past fort- 
night in the Spanish senate, framed in ac- 
cordance with the ideas of the Roman Cath- 
olic bishops, members of the senate, provides 
that all contracts for labor must be under. 
stood to contain prohibition of work not only 
on Sundays, but on feast days. This means 
about ninety holy days a year. Fines will be 
inflicted on employers and employed for in- 
fringing this law, and the ecclesiastical au- 
thorities will hav the right to enforce all its 
provisions against Catholics. 


Mrs. Annie Besant announces that she 
will devote her life to Theosophy. In a let. 


ter declining candidacy at the school board 
election, she says: The death of my honored 
friend and chief, Mme. Blavatsky, throws on 
me heavy additional work in connection with 
the Theosophical movement, and, believing as 
Ido, that in the progress of that movement 
lies the hope of better religious, moral, and 
social erder than we hav to-day, I elect 
to leave the more popular work in other 
hands and devote myself wholly to the less 
attractiv duty of pressing the claims of a 
spiritual philosophy on a public largely 
dominated by materialism.” 


Tur German kaiser has offended by select- 
ing Sunday on which to visit the naval exhibi- 
tion during his comiog visit to England. The 
Workingmen’s Lord’s Day Rest Association, 
one of the very numerous societies which 
undertake to look after the piety of English- 
men, has been particularly shocked at the 
young emperor’s impiety. It has caused 
questions to be asked in Parliament. Many 
signatures hay been obtained to a formal pro- 
test to be sent to the exhibition council, and 
there is talk of petitioning Queen Victoria to 
exercise her grandmotherly influence in the 
matter. The members of the Lord’s Day 
Rest Association are evidently not aware, 
says the New York Sun, that the executiv 
council of the naval exhibition hav broken 
the Sabbath every week since the show was 
opened by giving select garden parties in the 
grounds, and in other profane ways entertain- 
ing their friends. 


In response to a Herald inquiry as to 
means for the perfection of the human race, 
Prof. Jos. Jastrow, of the University of 
Michigan, says that of the most desirable 
qualities he ** would single out as most rep- 


resentativ mental pliability, a freedom from 
subserviency to inherited and outgrown 
notions and beliefs, the power to originate 
and adapt oneself to the newly originated, to 
be not dumb, driven cattle,’ but the heroes 
in the strife.’ When we consider the enor. 
mous obstructions that hav been placed in 
the way of so many invaluable intellectual 
and ethical reforms and reformers we realize 
how different might hav been the pages of 
history had mental pliability, with its ethical 
counterpart, tolerance, held sway over the 
masses. The lower races are distinguished 
from the higher by a more rapidly completed 
development as well as by an earlier waning 
of the powers, the period of preparation, of 
adaptability to the environment, being lim- 
ited. With this goes a more rigid conser- 
vatism, perhaps an unreasoned mental te- 
nacity, if not obstinacy. How little does our 
commonly used term, ‘open to conviction,’ 
really represent.” 


THERE has been received in Rome a me- 
morial addressed to the cardinals, endeavor- 
ing to enlist their aid in the scheme of colo- 
nizing European priests in the United States. 
It asserts that the European governments 
must exert themselvs to retain their influence 
over their emigrants to the United States. 
The memorial is very lengthy, making over 
four thousand words. It traces the loss of 
faith by emigrants to: 1. The danger to 
which their morals are exposed during the 
journey. 2. The lack of national priests to 
receive and care for the emigrants on arrival 
in the United States. 3. The pecuniary 
sacrifices exacted of them in the United 
States for the practice of their religion. 4. 
The public schools. 5. Secret societies; 


and 6. The la-k of national bishops. The 
political character of the movement is inad-- 
vertently manifested by the statement that 
the European governments can no longer 
regard the matter with indifference and that it 
is of the utmost importance to them to retain 
their influence over their people in America. 
It insists, for this purpose, on the preserva- 
tion of their national language and the for- 
mation of national societies among emigrants 
in the United States. 


AN account of the late fight between Greek 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic priests at 
Bethlehem, reads thus: On the other side 
of the manger ten Franciscan monks had 
taken up their position, and during the cere- 
mony had behaved in such a manner as 
greatly to vex the Orthodox worshipers. As 
the archbishop was about to return to the 
church, the deacon carrying the host, in 
walking round the manger, placed his foot on 
the ground which the Franciscans consider 
as belonging tothem. One of them sprang 
at the deacon, and struck him on the head 
with a stick which he carried under his 
mantle so that the Greek reeled backward. 
The archbishop immediately advanced. The 
Franciscans beat the deacons, who hurried 
up to protect the prelate, unmercifully, and 
then withdrew. The three Greeks who were 
wounded were sent to Jerusalem, to the Or- 
thodox Hospital of the Holy Sepulcher. 
Upon request of the chief of police, who was 
at once sent to Bethlehem, the Turkish gov- 
ernor sent thither a company of soldiers. 
Half of them took up their position at the 
manger, and so divided the Greeks from the 
Catholics, while the rest patroled the Chris- 
tian quarters.” 


: E i 7i Christianity and Evolation. 
SS SOBAPS OPCEVIDENOE, — 7 


Regerding, as hé evidently did, Any mention et 


Jesus either by the early fathers or by historians | were suffering for -truth's- sake, and therefore it was 


between the first and fourth’ Gontüries À P. a8 impor- 

tant links in the chain of evidence, Dr. Paley adduces. 

some slight serapa of evidence from such sources as 
Clement, Hermas, Po yearp, Ignatius, and a circular 
.letter-of. the church of Smyrna, which is put in in 
Support of the assertion relating to the alleged suf- 
ferings of the eye-witnes ses. 
Of Hermas we are told that a work called the 


„writer is ‘still remaining. Its antiquity,” says 

Paley, is incontestable from the quotations of it in 
Irer Wus A» 178; Olerzent of Alexandria, A D. 194; 
Tertullian, A» 200; Origen, 4 p 200. The notes of 
. the times extant in the epistle itself agree with its 
title aud with the testimonies concerning it, for it 
.pürporis to hav been written during the lifetime of 
Clement.“ Paley- claims that this piece contains 
z t tacit allusions” £o three of the gospels, and similar 
expressions to those of the sacred books. Ignatius 
is elaimed to.hav writtén some epistles, which are 
referred to by Polycarp. his contemporary. and 
quoted by Irer g A. D. 178 and by Origen A. p. 230. 
l Polycarp Paley olsims: 1. That he had con- 
"Xerged with many who had seen Christ. 2. That-he- 
‘was appointed by the apostles bishop of Smyrna. 


3. That we Eav: one of his epistles undoubtedly: 


remaining. a 

Now, thé same objection we hav urged against 
tho previous alleged evidence applies to this, only in 
8 stronger degree. It is not pretended that any of 


these writers knew Jesus, and any. assertion that 
they knew people who knew Jesus must be regarded 


as doubtful, since we hav not the declarations of 
those who allege: that they knew Jesus to jadge 
from. But when we come to value such evidence as 


these writings afford we find them tainted through. 


and through; for they not only contain these state: 
ments, but relate such éxtraordinary:occurrences as 
to be quite beyond the reach of oredibility.. For. 
instance, in one of them we sre told not only that 


St. Paul's head was cut off, but the worthy bishop ef 


Rome, Louis, his contemporary, tells us how * instead 
of blood naught but a stream of pure milk flowed 
from his veins ;” and further we are instructed that 
his severed head took three jumps “in honor of the 
trinity, and at each spot on which it jumped. there 
instantly struck up a spring of living water, which 
retains at this day a plain and distinch taste of milk” 
(Diegesis, p. 256, 257). One statement like this 
would destroy the value of a hundred such epistles ; 
hut they contain in addition such a mass of pueril and 
absurd stories of a similar character that no one 
çan trust for a single moment any of their declara- 
tions. The truth is, none of these writings can be 
regarded either as evidence of the reality of. Jesus 
or of the authenticity of the gospels. For all prac- 
tical purposes, then, the gospels are anonymous 
productions. da 2 x 
As the learned author of ihe “Evolution of Obris- 
tianity remarks (p. 153), “ Evangelical theologians 
formerly assigned to the versions of these books in 


our possession an authenticity as indisputable as if 


our modern editions were printed in heaven and 
Jesus himself revised the proof- sheets. But the 
gospels hav not reached us as divine editions. Jesus 
never wrote nor edited them, nor did he inatruet 
apostles or disciples to compose sacred books the 
contents of which should be binding on the reason 
. and conscience of posterity. On the contrary, so 
unsuggestiv of dogma and mysticism was the simple 
theology of Jesus that the necessity for written 
records seems never to hav occurred to him. Had 
he foreseen the future growth of a Christian liters- 
ture, of authorship so doubtful and interpretations 
80 corfloting as to originate the antagonistic creeds 
of hostil churches, fruitful in anathemas involving 
eternal perdition, Jesus would hav placed on record 
in afew brief words, as intelligible to the multitude 
as hig formula of prayer, the simple articles of faith 
which, in his opinion, qualify members for the king- 
dom of heaven.” 

Now, against Paley's allegation of the persecution 
of “eye-witnesses” we hav to put the calm and 
impartial view of historians. Gibbon’s view is that 
the whole number of martyrs of the English church 
is somewhat less than two thoussnd persons; but, 
as this careful writer observes, '* Ohristians, in the 

` course of their intestin dissensions, hav inflicted far 
greater severities on each other than they hav expe- 
. rienced from the zeal of Infidels” (Gibbon'a Decline 
and Fall, pp. 273, 274) But suppose it were true 
` that some of the early Ohristians were persecuted 
and put to death, surely that is not a sufficient rea- 
son for the assumption that Christianity is therefore 
true. If persecution of any particular faith is evi- 
dence of ite truth, all religions are true, for the be- 
lievers in each in turn hav been subjected to per- 
secution and many hav suffered martyrdom. Hero- 


^ liem under guch circumstances does not demonstrate 
„ ſthe truth of thé-bélibver's faith; it merely. demon- 
=== | strates his earnestness and his enthusiastie fidelity 

to What he regards as truth. And as most religions 


hay died to uphold what, after all, was an error or a 


uphold preconceived notions than in the more worthy 


: “Shepherd” (Lardner, Ored., vol. i, p. 111) by this | i might 


inseribe over the dead, a total disregard of facts, in 


reality it is never anything more than a faint echo. 


in the path of civilization: and has always been a 


‘are striving = ~- 


"wants anything done it will be done whether a law 


| them in government. Herbert Spencer tells us how 


ment; in his publie capacity he is one of the sover- 


1881. 3 
rights because it has an army to enforee them, nor 
“does it ** confer rights” upon the sovereign people.” 
All its rights, so called, sre conferred upon classes and 
corporations. l OR af 
hav had their martyrs, it follows that most martyrs| The sovereign people ” hav the right to vote, the 
right .to.toil, if they can find employment—or the 
right to starve. Again, each man, if he be not a 
politician; does- not exist in two capacities.” In: 
publie or private he is still the subject of govern- 
ment. But of the politician it may be said that “he 
is one to whom rights are given," and also “is of: 
those who through their agency giv the rights.“ 
We may trace the evolution from the viking snd! 
robber-chief, from the absolute monarch, down to the) 
modern democracy, we shall find the spirit of gov-. 
ernment unchanged: The creation of a person whose 
will is supreme and the denial of individual rights. 
As Hobbes says, “He that carrieth this person is: 
called sovereign and hath sovereign power, and every: 
one besides his subjects.“ And so far as this being: 
is concerned, it matters not if he be created by “the: 
will of the majority,” or icherits life from & deceased! 
relativ, or is ushered in by the “sword of conquest.. 
We must come at last to seme power which is abso-- 
lute, to which all the other powers of the state are 
subject, and which itself is subject to none.” Qar: 
Fourth of July orator is fond of telling us what pow-- 
ers we possess as one of the “sovereign people. I 
want you to study the political history of the world!. 
Go back to the days when sovereignty descended! 
from father to son, or came in with wars of conquest. 
Note well the condition of the people. Now rum 
your finger down the page and note esch change in: 
the form of government and see if there is a corre- 
sponding change for the better in the condition of tlie 
people. True, our condition in many respects iis 
vastly superior to the good old days of our 
fathers ; we sre enjoying much to day unknown to 
even the rich and royal of “ye olden time,” but 
should we in any. way thank government for it? 

I want you to take into consideration all the actions ` 
of government and notice the result to the people. 
Does it tend to improve their condition? I think if 
you pureue your investigation in an unbiased manner 
you will discover that that which has improved the 
condition of the people has been wrought by - 
causes wholly independent of government.  The- . 
only action of government in relation to these causcs»: 
has been to delay them by entangling them wih 
red tape, and allowing favored classes to monopolize . 
them. What good has government wrought from the 
days when robbsr-chiefs extorted tribute from, pass- . 
ing merchants down to the days of reformed tariff? 
Political economists and governmental reformers hav- 
pointed out many evils attending government, but 
the former hay more apologies for government to^ 
offer than methods of relief; they sugar-coat the pill | 
with the idea of necessity, while tho latter would add. 
some new ingredient to the dose ia hopes to neutrali- 
izə the bitter. These evils the economist would: e. 
ouse, and. the politician would reform, form, the in- 
tegral of government and are the result of previous 
reforms, As I hav endeavored to show, it began 
with the rich robber, and when the people begin to 
murmur at the various methods. of robbery, political 
aspirants discover in the people’s discontent an op- 
portunity to advance their own interests and at the 
same time make it appear to subserve public opin- 
ion, and so. the. panacea of reform is introduced, and 
sgitation begins and ends in a great victory for the 
people, and they go back to their toil contented. 
And the rich robber and his lawyers gather in the 

| coin as of old, and the worker's lot is unchanged, and 
murmurs of discontent again arise and again new 
measures and new politicians come to the front, and | 
the political dust is again agitated and another. 
long struggle in the interest of the dear public he- 
gins. A few are beginning to discover that under-- 
neath the bluster of braggadocio and the stnigglés 
for supremacy there is an undercurrent whare. the 
real promoters of the contending hosts meat: ad 
mingle and mature their mercenary motius while time 
is carrying them back to the starting-poinb again, 
and the plaudits of the victors and the-imprecations, 
of defeated candidates are alike food foy merriment. 

Buffalo, N. Y. A. L. Barrou. 


delusion. It is true that they believed that they 


true to them But viewing the matter in the calm. 
and-elear light which history and the growth of 
human intelligence throw upon the subject, this reck- 
less desire for martyrdom shows that human beings 
in the past hav been more ardent in their desire to 


desire to investigate and séarch for truth whitherso- 
lead. - 1 ÁRTHUR B. Moss. 
Letters to Workingmen. . 
What is government? Friends, you may think 
the question superfluous, but take the writings of 
the various advocates of political and social reform 
and see how many different answers you will get. 
You will find in these essays, like the epitaphs we 


their endeavor to do what they consider their duty. 
They bav in mind an ideal, and not what really 
exists. Hence we find most writers making govern- 
ment synonymous. with publio opinion, when in 


Another speaks of it as identical with civilization, 
when in fact it is an institution that: has sprung up 


hindranoe instead of a promoter, a twin evil in this 
respect with the church. O ae writer speaks of it as 
a faot: as permanent as the Gulf Stream or Ricky 
mountains, no more to be ignored. or avoided than 
government by the weather, efe. OI course he can 
hav no reference to the government I want you to 
consider. That we are governed by public opinion, 
by customs and fashions of society, even as by natural 
laws, I wil admit, but what has political govern- 
ment to do with these? Nothing whatever. As an 
institution it is shaped and inflaenced, even as the 
individual is, by these agents of civilization. But to 
spesk of it as synonymous or identical with these 
agents is simply using a figure of speech entirely 
devoid of fact. Hence I say the popular idea of 
government is &-superstition. We talk of govern- 
ment as we do of God, to symbolize authority. We 


— 


To giv to airy nothing 

A local habitation and a name. 

Such is theoretie government or sovereign power. 
The institution of government, that is to say, the 
legislativ, executiv, and judiciary powers assumed 
by the men elected or appointed to the various offices, 
is quite another thing, and when compared with so- 
ciety or civilization it is a very small thing, as a man 
is amall when compared with a nation. Government 
is often spoken of as the combined wisdom of the 
community. It is nothing of the kind, but the indi- 
vidual wisdom or ignoranceof some man. Professor 
Sumner says:. “It often turns out some ob:cure 
clerk, hidden in. the recess of a. government bureau, 
‘into whose power the chance has fallen for the mo- 
ment to pull one of the stops which control the 
government machine.. . . a little functionary 
on whom ‘a big funotionary is forced to depend.” 
"We talk of government as a representativ body, car- 
rying the idea that these men represent society and 
its interests, but this is another one of the convers 
tional lies of civilization.” Society and its interests 
are more nearly represented by men out of office 
than in. The phase of society represented by thé 
politician is known as the pot-house. If soeiety 


is provided or not, and if society wants a thing not 
done all the laws in its favor will very soon become 
dead letters on the statute-books. We are told that 
these men are chosen by the people to represent 


the thing works: The sovereign people is to appoint 
representative and so create a government; the 
government thus created creates rights, and having 
created those rights confers them on the sovereign 
people by which it was itself created. Observe what are 
the applications. Each man exists in two capacities. 
Ia his private capacity he is subject to the govern- 


re — 
` Believes Bacon Wrote Shakspere’s Works. 


To tae EnprroR or Tax Tavra Serger, Sir: Will 
you kindly grant me space in Tux Truru Sxrxzn for 
a few words touching on supernaturalism? No man 
living has done more to liberate mankind from 
superstition and priesteraft than Robert G. Inger- 
soll He deserves thanks from even his opponents. 
But it is possible he may be mistaken in some other 
matters; as, for instance, when he says in substance 
that Bacon was not able to write one page of Shak- 
spere—that, by comparison, the former is as a 
penny candle to the noonday sun. ; 

A few years ago, on looking over a book of Speci- 
mens of English Authors,” I noticed that the com- 
piler remarked, in reference to Bacon, that “ he seems 
to hav written with Shakspere’s pen.” Here is a 
different opinion. n l 

Until recently no one doubted that Moses wrote 


eign people who appoint the government. That is to 
say, in his private capacity he is one to whom rights 
are given; in his public capacity he is one of those 
who, through their agency, giv the rights.” Now, 
while this is the process proposed whereby “ we, the 
people,” govern ourselvs, there are some exceptions 
to its truth in detail. In the first place, “ the sover- 
eign people" do not “appoint representative and 
so create a government." These men, as I hav shown 
in a former letter, owe their appointment to a clique or 
ring of politicians whose only object is to obtain 
power to wring from the toiler his hard-earned wages. 
Place and pay is all the “representativ” desires. 
When that is secured his services go to the highest 
bidder. In the next place government does not 
“ ereate rights,” unless we choose to call its edicts 
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. all the Pentateuch, thet David wrote all the Psalms, 
and that a Jesus uttered all the words the priests 
hay put into his mouth. . General belief is generally 
wrong. Mul NE. 

‘There are some resemblances between the mythical 
Jesus and Shakspere. They were both poor boys. 
Neither of them received any education to speak of. 
A glimpse of each is seen when about twelve years 
of age, followed by an eclipse lasting till heis sbout 

thirty. At that ege the former astonishes the igno- 
rant multitude by his occult sayings and magical 
doings ; the latter fascinates the world by his wonder- 
ful knowledge and poetical genius. At death, how- 
ever, neither one had in his possession any written 
evidence of the works attributed tohim. According 
to the record, Jesus wrote only on the sand and 

_Sbakspere wrote a very, very simple 2020. 

T accept the popular notion in regard to these 
two personages, it is necessary to believe in super- 

: naturalism and miracles ; and this is why I regret to 
fi: d the colonel on the wrong side in this case. 

AE ME L. G. Rzx». 
The Shirtmaker. 
> l A TRUE TALE. AE i 
One sloppy evening a gentleman enveloped in a 
thick ulster was hurrying- along a street in the city 
of Edinburgh, when, as he was passing the:corner of 
Elder. street, a woman accosted him. 


. She laid her hand upon his arm, speaking to him 
in such a wistful tone that the gruff answer he was 
about to make died away upon. his lips, and he looked. 
steadily at her for a moment. 
She was young, almost girlish, with pale, pinched 
features, on which was legibly written the word 
"* starvation ;” sunken eyes now moist with welling 
tears, and a cough that served as a death-warrant to 
its possessor. 
My dear woman,” began the gentleman, “what 
makes you adopt this life!“ : 
Alas, sir,” returned the woman, I must do this 
or starve.” i 
Is it possible you cannot find work enough?“ 
q ieried again the now astonished gentleman. . 

Work, replied the woman in a hard tone. Yes, 
I get work and do work. But how can I liv on from 
four to six shillings a week, especially when I hav a 
sister to keep who is too young to do for herself. I 
labor all day from daylight to far into the night, yet 
I cannot make ends meet.” 

„Why don’t you apply to some of those societies 
who help women in distress ?” 
They are only for the destitute, and while I can 
earn à Shilling, sir, they won't help me. Forbye, 
there are hundreds of women in my situation who 
hav to eke out their day's wages by street-walking; 
women who, like me, detest the life but only do it to 
keep themselvs and others from starvation. We can. 
not avoid it—either this or death. And were it not for 
my sister, I would giv the coroner a job to-morrow.” 
Having obtained the woman’s address and given 
her some money, he left her, promising to. call upon 
her in a day or two. 

As he walked along he thought it was curious that 

a woman should be forced to lead such a life in this 
` city of churches. That where societies for the desti- 
tute at home and the heathen abroad abound by the 
` dozens; where missionaries tell of the misery “ of the 
poor bla ack chil-dren of Ham” to weeping congrega- 
' tions every Sunday ; where people express their hor- 
ror should a dumb animal be maltreated, and where 
a lot of long-haired, sniveling, hypocritical psalm- 
` singers, thank God every day that they were not 
as the Levite but only wait the opportunity to 
become as the Samaritan, a woman should be driven 
to prostitution to save herself from dying of hunger. 

It was sad! Think of it, capitalists, when you 
screw your employees down to the starvation-point, 

that you may be sending a recruit. to that vast army 

of criminals with which society is overrun, or driving 

a poorer sister to a life of shame. For every life 

thus destroyed you are responsible. I often wish 

' there were a hell so that those souls whom the 
greedy capitalist damned to a life of suffering in this 
world, would array themselva against him in the next, 
and thus, by their united evidence, condemn him to 
the nethermost pit. Even that would not be pun- 
ishment enough for that wrecker of lives. 

A week had passed, yet Mr. Ramsay—the gentle- 
man whom the woman had accosted that sloppy 
night—had not called on her. Business troubles 
had well-nigh made him forget his promis, until 
this evening, as he left his office, he remembered it, 
and turned his footsteps in the direction of- the 
Osnongate. ; 

As he walked along he could hardly repress a 
tear when he thought of how this woman, if Ohris- 

_ tianity were true, was surely damning her soul to 
save her sister's life. 

“Greater love oath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friend,” said a teacher of 

old. Then, was not the love which this magdalen 

bore to her sister, which not only caused her to lead 
a miserable life here but also made her forswear 
eternal ‘felicity in the next world, greater than that 
devotion which leads a man to lay his life, down for 


à 


his friend? Yes, it is, There is something god- 


like in a sacrifice like that; something that compèls 


one's admiration ! - Gey, EHE: 

Reaching Little Jacks Close—a dark, noisome 
alley —Mr. Ramsay turned down it a little way, when, 
taking the first stairway to.his left, he commenced 
his ascent. ; i as 

Gaining the top he knocked at the door and was 
bade enter.. On opening the door he saw, sitting on 
a chair but locking sicklier than before, the woman 
he was in search of. ba eal gi NM 

“Good evening, sir,” she. began, “I thought you 
had forgotten. Nellie, she called to a little, chubby- 
faced girl, who was playing with some cotton-spools 
on the floor, Nellie, here is the good gentleman I 
told you of.” nay 

Nellie arose slowly, shaking her head so.as to get 
the ends of her sunny curls out of her eyes, and 
gazed at Mr. Ramsay a moment. MET MM. 
Then, seemingly satisfied with the inspection, she 
toddled over to where he stood, with a serious look 
upon her face and with outstretched hand, saying, 
Ow do, thir, ow do?" 

Mr. Ramsay caught the little sunbeam, as he 
termed her, up.in his arms, and imprinted a kiss 
upon her chubby cheek. a yei 

. “This, of course, is your little sister! began Mr. 
Anny, as he seated himself with Nellie upon his 

nee. x 

“ Yes, sir,” returned the woman. 

“Now,” continued Mr. Ramsay, in the first place, 
tell me sli about yourself, that is, as much as you 
think proper.” M ' 

In a few words the woman told him her tale. Her 
name was Jane Thomson. Her parents had died 
three years sgo, leaving her to support herself and 
sister. She bad obtained work from a shirt-store, 
but the wages were too small for herself and Nellie 
to liv on. Often had she had to work from daylight 
until far into the night in order to make ends meet. 
Many a time had she been tempted tospend her small 
earnings on drink; for at times she felt so done! 
Often had she to go without food in order that her 
sister might eat and liv. But she found that this was 
undermining her strength, and she dreaded dying, 
for that would leave her sister helpless. 

“ And oh, sir, what would become of her?” and the 
tears flowed from Jane's eyes.  . 

Then it was that one night, when Nellie was crying 
for bread, and there was none to giv her, the 
tempter eame, and she exchanged her birthright for 

read. 

“Sooner than see my little darling die of want,” 
sobbed Jane, “I sell my soul to the devil. I know 
people will say I hav committed an awful sin; 
but surely God will not be hard upon me, when he 
remembers it was done to save our lives ;" and as the 
woman leaned back in her chair, somewhat exhausted 
from speaking, Mr. Ramsay took out his handkerchief 
and blew. his nose until he got red in the face. 

“Dear me! dear me! whatever has got into my 
eye?” he suddenly exclaimed, rubbing that offending 
organ with his handkerchief; * one cannot be too 
careful with one’s eyes at my time of life, Miss 
Thomson." i 

No, gir," replied Jane, while a faint tinge spread 
over her pale face and a moistness crept into her eyes 
as she gazed at him. 

* Now, my dear,” said Mr. Ramsay, as he stowed 
away his handkerchief, “I hav an offer for you. I 
hav found a situation in service for you, and I will 
offer to take care of Nellie. Will that suit you?“ 

* Oh, sir,” replied Jane, “I thank you very much 
on behalf of my sister, but as for myself Ido not 
think I shall trouble the world long.“ 

* Why," interrupted Mr. Ramsay, you are not in 
such a bad state as that, surely. You look well 
here the woman smiled, for well she knew that that 
healthy look which sometimes appeared on her face 
was as the flaring up of the candle-flame ere it ex- 
pires—'' and a shade passed over his face as a 
thought flashed through his brain—“ but stay, I will 
be back in an hour's time,” saying which Mr. Ramsay 
took an unceremonious leave of Jane and hurried 
down-stairs. 

In an hour he had returned with a medical friend 
and a messenger boy loaded down with groceries. 

Jane, feeling weak, had retired; and now, as she 
lay upon her bed, one could see the mark of death 
upon her features. : : 

The doctor looked at her and, shaking his head, 
said, She may liv until morning, but that is all; 
nothing Gan save her, she is dying.” 

Jane raised her eyes toward Mr. Ramsay’s, saying, 
“That's nothing. Death is a good friend, one that 
never cuts you, no matter in what company he finds 
you!” 

“Oan you suggest anything, doctor, asked the 
kind-hearted Mr. Ramsay, “ that would alleviate her 


suff rings? 


* Hav no fear, Ramsay, replied the doctor, she 
does not suffer; in fact, death caused by consump- 
tion is one of the most painless of any. It is simply 
a gradual stoppage of the mechanism, owing to the 
wearing out of the machine.” ah 

Daring the night Mi. Ramsay watched by the 


bedside of the outcast as fondly as a father over his 
child. WE 

Toward morning she seemed to rally, but soon 
fell back into semi-unconsciousness. But as the 
lengthening shadows of the evening fell upon the 
courtyard she awoke with a start that shook her 
whole frame, exclaiming, in broken tones, It's— 
com-ing—good-bye—kiss—Nellie———” and, as dark- 
ness fell upon this city of churches and poverty, the 
light went out! WILLIAM ROBERTSON. 


— 9. 9————— —— 
Christianity in Colleges. 


Some years ago Chauncey M. Depew told a gradu- 
ating class of the Syracuse University that the prov- 
ince of this institution and. others like it was to 
mentally equip men to hold the Ohristian fortagainst 
the devastating pseudo-philosophy of such men -as 
Huxley and Ingersoll. These are not the words he 
used but they embody the idea he wished to convey. 
The Christian religion cannot to-day rely on igno- 
rance as much for its support as it could in ages past. 
Thus the task of ecclesiastical college instruction is, 
as stated by Mr. Depew, to so bring scientific sub- 
jects before the mind of a student that re shall fol- 
low sophistical ruts and rivet his mind upon selected 
details pertaining to general science, so as to loge 
sight of general principles conflicting with scriptural 
statements; to still more guard him against skepti- 
cism he is obliged to attend chapel daily and church 
on Sunday, and urged to connect himself with the 
Young Men's Christian Association, which is strongly 
intrenched in nearly every university. I hav been 


acquainted with students about to take their degree 


in Arts who had never heard of Herbert Spencer, and 
who had never read one line from the writings of 
Tyndall or Huxley ; who were ignorant that Thomas 
Paine had anything to do with the independence of 
this nation, and sincerely believed that all scientific 
progress emanated from the minds of Ohristians, 
chiefly of their own beloved church. 

Others of their classmates at heart regarded 
religion as & form that if would be poor policy to 
take issue with, and some would rather unwillingly 
sdmit their lack of faith if closely questioned. 
Therefore the Christian college in the field of science 
is like a fortress in an enemy's country. The field 
of classics is quite safe; Christian dogma has little 
to fear in that domain. Abstract mathematics is 
also safe. Physics is dangerous, the wave theory 
almost deadly, and to meet this danger substantial- 
ism has been invented. Ohemistry is quite safe; for 
the average college student only dabbles in it gently. 

Geology will never do at all; but the Ohristian 
college deals out a hash under this name, and if any 
professor gets too fresh and givs the unalloyed fact 
dead away his goose is cooked forthwith. : 

A man can wander for twelve weeks through the 
woods of Washington and get very little knowledge 
of the state in general. Thus a student may paddle 
for a term in chemistry, another term in astronomy, 
and so on, and never get a common-sense iden of 
either. He has learned many names in a parrot-like 
way and these will be sufficient when he gets out of 
college to clear him of the charge of ignorance. Also 
when we consider the fact that many young men are 
sent to college simply to be trained to use their wits 
80 as to escape the hardships of manual labor it is 
not surprising that Christians can point to many of 
their educated (?) exponents and say: “Behold a 
lover of the Lord how he prospers.” Perhaps he is 
a Methodist merchant whom Methodists prop up 
and patronize, and possibly vote into office. Yea! 
the Lord is with him ! 

Liberals, in accordance with their means, hav been 
as benevolent in helping to found colleges and hos- 
pitals as Ohristians hav ever been, and yet where is 
there a Liberal college or a Liberal hospital? To 
prove the proposition that it is in part the function 
of universities to fetter the advance of Freethought, 
let anyone try, if he will, to find one college in Ameriea 
that will keep Tun Truru Szzxzs on file in its 
reading-room. ` : 

No class of people more highly value education 
than Liberals. Therefore with them lies the pos- 
sibility, if they would but grasp it, of inaugurating 
a new and brighter era for themselvs by founding a 
Liberal university. It is the Liberal-mindedness of 
Huxley and of Tyndall, of Spencer and of Ingersoll, 
that has made their names world-wide. 

Found s university with the same Liberal-minded- 
ness and its name, too, will soon be world-wide. 

Q. E. Boynton, B.S., M.D. 

Cathlamet, Wash. 


— 1 — . — (( — 


Or all the strange games at which men play in the 
world, I think politics and religion sre the two 
strangest, only we are all so busy with our sticks 
that we do not find out what we are doing. A man 
will do anything for his church, and anything for his 
party, and ask no questions, just because some zeci- 
dent has pitchforked him into his place as a member 
of one or the other. But whether he is right to be 
where he finds himself is a question that he never 
stops to ask.— ortnightly Review. 
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Is Avarice Triumphant ? 
From the Argonaut, 

In the Jure number of the Worth American Re- 
view, Gen. Rush O. Hawkins has written an article 
entitled “Brutality Triumphant,” to which Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll has replied. The Hawkins article 

is pessimistic, of the most forlorn character. The 
reply by Colonel Ingersoll is the very reverse of this. 
He says “that many men are guilty of mistaking the 
afternoon of their own lives for the evening of the 
world. To them, men are no longer honest or brave, 
or women virtuous or beautiful. Because they are 
dyspeptic, it give them pleasure to think that the 
art of cooking has been lost.” In this class of minds 
he rates General Hawkins, and, with him, most of 
the preachers. They lift the hand of warning when 
the human race takes a step in advance. As wealth 
increases, they see that all goodness and charity 
vanish, that all well-dressed and prosperous people 
lack piety. Lacking patriotism, they malign and 
slander the land of their birth. They think crime is 
on the increase; judges are bribed, witnesses are 
suborned, office-holders are dishonest. Theirs is the 
mission of Cassandra, and they sit like owls on the 
limbs of dead trees, hooting at the obsequies of 
spring, like a modern Marius sitting amid the ruins 
of all virtues. ' 

Colonel Ingersoll admits that crimes were perpe- 
trated in war expenditures, in the purchase of ships 
and arms; frauds in careless and extravagant pur- 
chases of war material; recklessness in subsidies to 
railroads and kindred legislation—railroads were 
built, in anticipation of the war, across the continent, 
but they hav developed the country through which 
they passed; defends the Star Route” trials; ex- 
euses the denuding of the public forests for the 
necessities of early settlers of the Far West; explains 
the watering of stock; and givs a sensible and 
rational explanation of what General Hawkins finds 
it easy to find fault with. General Hawkins picks 
out individual weaknesses and crimes, and, with a 
magnifying glass, transforms them all into inexcus- 
abie and unpardonable offenses, while Colonel In- 
gersoll, taking a brosder and more generous view, 
finds much to approve, and concludes that life is 
worth living and that, since the war, the country has 
made rapid and healthful progress. 

As a sample of the controversy engaged in between 
‘these two gentlemen, we giv a summary of the 
Ingersoll article: Ganeral Hawkins asserts that 
Obristianity has neither preached nor practiced 
humanity to animals, while Sunday-school children 
are taught what a terrible thing it is to break the 
Sabbath. Few people (says Ingersoll) will suspect 
me of going out of the way to take care of the Ohris- 
tian clergy, but I ean afford to state the truth. 
While there is not much in the Bible with regard to 
practicing humanity toward animals, there is this, 
at least, The merciful man is merciful to his beast.” 
Of course I am not alluding to the example set by 
Jehovah, when he destroyed the cattle of the Egyp- 
tians with hailstones and diseases, on account of the 
sins of their owners. “In the treatment of animals, 
Ohristians are much like other people"  Law- 
makers hav not only protested against cruelty to 
animals, but hav passed laws to make oruelties a 
crime, and Henry Bergh, who did as much good as 
any man who lived in the nineteenth century, was 
seconded in his efforts not only by the Obristian 
clergy, but by hundreds and thousands and probably 
millions of professing Christians. 

It is true that the Indians hav been badly treated. 
It is true that the red man has been demoralized by 
the vices of the white. It is a frightful fact that 
when a superior race meets an inferior, the inferior 
race imitates only the vices of the superior, and the 
superior those of the inferior. They exchange faults 
and failings. This is one of the most terrible facts 
in the history of the human race. The breaking of 
treaties has resulted from the incapacity of the white 
man to foretell the growth of the republic. The 
first treaty drove them but a few miles from the 
Atlantic. A later treaty forced the Indians farther 
west. In a little while that line was passed and 
the treaty violated; another treated pushed them 


farther toward the Pacific, across the Illinois, the. 


‘Mississippi, the Missouri, till the Pacific ocean was 
reached. 

In 1861, slavery existed. The law defending 
slavery was imbedded in the federal Constitution. 
The fugitiv slave law was in full effect. In all the 
free states if was a crime to giv shelter, food, or 
raiment to a man or woman seeking liberty by flight. 
Humanity was illegal, hospitality a misdemeanor, 
and charity a crime. Men and women were sold like 
beasts, all the sacred: relations of life were trampled 
beneath the bloody feet of siavery and avarice. So 
firmly was slavery fixed in law and creed, in statute 
and scripture, that the tongues of honest men were 
imprisoned. Those who spoke for the slave were 
mobbed by the Northern lovers of the Union. These 
efforts corrupted the politics, demoralized our states- 
men, polluted our courts, and poisoned our litera- 
ture. The Websters, Bentons, and Olays mistook 
temporary expedience for principles. They believed 
that the preservation of the Union was the one im- 


portant thing, and that it could not be preserved 
unless slavery was protected. They did not suspect 
that slavery would finally strike the blow for dis- 
union. But when the time came, and the South un- 
sheathed the sword, the teachings of these men, as 
to the infinit value of the Union, gave to our flag 
millions of brave defenders. . f 

The republic has been rebuilt and reunited, and we 
shall remsin one people for many centuries to come. 
The constitution of the United States is the charter 
of human freedom, and all laws inconsistent with 
human liberty hav been repealed. There is now 
freedom of speech. Lips are no longer sealed by 
mobs. Never before in the world has so much been 
done for education. General Hawkins seems to 
think that our country was demoralized by the war. 
They who fight for the right are not degraded ; they 
are ennobled. When men face death and march to 
the mouths of guns for a principle, they grow great; 
they come out of the conflict with added moral 
grandeur ; they become better men, better citizens, 
and love more intenzely than ever the great cause, 
for the success of which they put their lives in pawn. 
Daring the civil war, the North grew great and the 
South was educated. Never before in the history 
of mankind was there such a period of moral exalta- 
tion. The names that shed the brightest, the whitest 
light on the pages of our history, became famous 
then. Against the few who were actuated by base 
and unworthy motivs, let us set the great army 
that fought for the republic—the millions who bared 


their breasts to the storm, the hundreds and hun- 


dreds of thousands who did their duty honestly, 
nobly, and went back to their children, with no 
thought except to preserve the liberties of themselvs 
and their fellow-men. 

Nowhere in the world is honesty in business 
esteemed more highly than here. There are millions 
of business men—merchants, bankers, and others— 
engaged in trades and professions, to whom reputa. 
tion is as dear as life. Is it possible that free insti- 
tutions tend to the demoralization of men? Isa 
man dishonest because he is & man and maintains 
the rights of men? In order to be a moral nation, 
must we be controled by king or emperor? Is hu. 
man liberty a mistake? Is it possible that a citizen 
of the great republic attacks the liberty of his fellow- 
citizens? Is he willing to abdicate? Is he willing 
to admit that his rights are not equal to the rights 
of others? Is he, for the sake of what he calls mo- 
rality, willing to become a serf, a servant, or a slave! 
Is it possible that high character is improbable in a 
republic! Is it the experience of General Hawkins? 
Is it true that intellectual achievement pays no divi- 
dends? Is it not a fact that America is to-day the 
best market in the world for books, for music, and 
for art? There is in our country no real foundation 
for these wide and sweeping slanders. 

This is the best government and this is the best 
country in the world. The citizens of this republic 
are, on the average, better clothed and fed and edu- 
cated than any other people. They are fuller of life, 
more progressiv, quicker to take advantage of the 
forces of nature than any other of the children of 
men. Here the burdens of government are lightest, 
the responsibilities of the individuals greatest, and 
here, without doubt, are to be worked out the most 
important problems of social science. Here, in 
America, is a finer sense of what is due from man to 
man than you will find in other lands. We do not 
cringe to those whom chance has crowned. We 
stand erect. Our sympathies are strong and quick. 
Generosity is almost a national failing. The hand of 
honest want is rarely left unfille 1. Great calamities 
open the hearts and hands of all. Here you will find 
democracy in the family, republicanism by the fire- 
side. Say what you will, the family is apt to be pat- 
terned after the government. If a king is at the 
head of a nation, the husband imagins himself the 
monarch of the home. Ia this country we hav car- 
ried into the family the idea on which the govern- 
ment is based. Here husbands and wives are begin- 
ning to be equals. The highest test of civilization 
is the treatment of women and children. By this 
standard America stands first among the nations. 
There is a magnitude, a scope, a grandeur about the 
country, an amplitude that satisfies the heart and the 
imagination. We hav our faults and our virtues, 
but our country is the best. No American should 
ever write a line that can be sneeringly quoted by an 
enemy of the great republic. - 


SO 
_ A Letter from Mr. Heywood. 
STATE Prison, P. O. Box 100, Cuantzstown, Mass., 
June 22, yL 19 

Dear MR. Macponazp: Andrews the Pantarch used 
to say that, of all tyrannies, the despotism of pro- 
priety is the most irrational, stupid, and mercilese. 
The burnings, beheadings, and hangings, under old 
Acts of Uniformity, were for alleged difference of 
opinion as to religion; now all the tortures public 
opinion allows are inflicted on dissenters from 
“authority” in morals. Of course every usurper 
knows that the ovis always outnumber the ins, and 
that, in Daniel Webster's words, The right of revo- 
lution always exists.” The present administration is 


built on “blocks of five," purchased votes in New 


York, Indiana, and other states. Praying always 
goes with bribed perjury, so Sunday-school Waua- 
maker leads devotion to the “loaves and fishes.” At 
a recent public “religious” dinner in Worcester an 
intense anti-saloon Republican, Rev. George H. 
Gould, D.D, presided, and His Obscenity, “ Annie 
E. Ray,” ^E. EAgewell, “ Mrs. Farnsworth,” alias 
Anthony Comstock, was the high-placed, right-hand 
spokesman. But it's all in style, what's "proper" to 
put “ big money” into doctors’ and ministers’ pock- 
ets, per monopoly of sex knowledge. When Dr. F. 
Hallick published his large book on “Sex Life,” 
which sells for $6, he sent a copy to Comstock, ask- 
ing him if it was “obscene ;’ the censor reported 
back that the book is not obscene at that price.” 
The “crime” of which Mr. Harman and I are judged 
“guilty” is the putting into cheap pamphlets or 
newspapers words and facts which circulate without 
restridtion in expensiv medical works. It is “im- 
proper,” “vulgar,” for common people to know what 
brings “ducats” to doctors and ministers. But 
whatever Mr. Harman or I may or may not hav done, 
we neither of us hay had the hardihood to try to 
mail the Bible or the speeches of some Rapublican 
Oongressmen ! 

The pious “spotters” are now cock-sure of their 
“duty” to suppress lotteries; yet, not to mention 
big gambling in boards of trade and stock exchanges, 
the God business is the cheekiest “ game of chance” 
ever licensed. What money “Merciful Heavens 
Wanamaker” (as Anna Dickinson ealls him) puts up 
to save souls, by God! A ticket in & turkey, sewing- 
machine, church lottery, or in the Louisiana grab- 
beg, is nothing compared with the heavy stakes in 
soul gambling fat ministers and “fat-fried” pew play- 
ers hold. The common lottery is the most innocent 
kind of betting indulged in. P. T. Barnum earned 
his first money selling lottery tickets. Dudley S. 
Gregory, president of the Lottery Association in 
New York 1835-1843, and afterward member of 
Congress with Greeley, saved Horace Greeley to 
journalism by lottery advertising in the New 
Yorker. Land monopoly, tariffs, bank, mail, and 
God monopolies impose gambling, stupendous vil- 
lainies which make earth hell; yet all these high- 
stepping Obristians are plutocratic rulers! And in 
this “decoy,” “spotter,” lying-for-Christ’s-sake-and- 
the: money it-fetches crowd a federal cabinet officer, 
devout John Wanamaker, leads the preying band. 

This relentless, malicious, mercenary persecution 
of opinions recalls the English Bedford Jail case 
(1658-1672): “Then went the jury out whose names 
were Mr. Blindmsn, Mr. Nogood, Mr. Malice, Mr. 
Lovelust, Mr. Liveloose, Mr. Heady, Mr. Highmind, 
Mr. Enmity, Mr. Liar, Mr. Cruelty, Mr. Hatelight, 
and Mr. Implacable, who, everyone, gave in his 
private verdict against him, among themselves, and 
afterward unanimously concluded to bring him in. 
guilty before the judge. And, first among themselvs, 
Mr. Blindman, the foreman, said: ‘I see clearly that 
this man is a heretic.’ Then said Mr. Nogood: 
‘Away with such a fellow from the earth!’ ‘Ay,’ 
said Mr. Malice, ‘for I hate the very look of him.’ 
Then said Mr. Lovelust, ‘I could never endure him.’ 
‘Nor I,’ said Mr. Liveloose, ‘ for he would be always 
condemning my way.’ ‘Hang him! Hang him! 
said Mr. Heady. ‘A sorry serch,’ said Mr. High- 
mind. ‘My heart curseth against him, said Mr. 
Enmity. ‘He is a rogue, said Mr. Liar. Hanging 
is too good for him,’ ssid Mr. Oruelty. ‘Let us 
dispatch him out of the way,’ ssid Mr. Hatelight. 
Then said Mr. Implacable, ‘Might I hav all the 
world given me 1 could not be reconciled to him ; 
therefore, let us forthwith bring him in guilty of 
death " (Pilgrim's Progress). ; 

So speak the persecuting passions against Faith- 
ful, in the persons of Train, Lant, Foote, Bennett, 
or whomsoever else is “ tried by the religio- political 
knaves now constituting “purity” courts. Though 
the Oarpenter-Wanamaker-Foster censors out devil 
the judge or any of the jurymen in Bunyan’s case; 
while now, as then, Faithful, the criminal,” knows 
himself guiltless before the condemning crowd, and 
that what he is punished for is solely the good 
in him. 

But who shall decide as to what is proper!“ 


.Rev. Joseph. Cook was once caged as a raving 


maniac; the ministers pardoned him out. I was 
jailed as obscene; the politicians pardoned me out. 
What does it settle? Is Cook sane, or am I pure? 
Our ancestors saw it was not right or safe to allow 
judges, juries, or magistrates to decide questions of 
religion. But why put moral questions to vote? 
The guarantees of religious liberty in the federal 
and all our state constitutions include moral free- 
dom. Hence this obscenity pretense is illegal from 
the start, and & scandalous outrage on the first prin- 
ciples of associativ order. The human body must 
be recogniz d and respected in all its parts and uses. 
The silked, satined, broadclothed Christians, who, 
behind sleek spans, roll in gorgeous splendor to 
chureh, in the name of a Christ who went barefoot, 
are ashamed of Jesus in their own sex-nature, and 
that's what's the matter with Hannah in Comstock- 
Wanamaker- Carpenter purity. In building his 
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Pantarehal millennium Andrews, of course, recognized 
divereity of opinion, habit, action in religion, morals, 
law—everything that concerns human destiny, rely- 
ing on liberty, not on coercion, to assure order and 
propriety. Though it discredits Bellamy’s intellect 
to suppose that he himself sees anything more than 
a good joke and the money it fetches in “ Looking 
Backward,” yet it is quite possible that he is fool 
. enough to really think that labor thrift is possible 
-under military despotism, beneath a sky of swords. 
I am in Bellamy’s heaven, state prison, and don’t 
see the good of it. Away with acts of uniformity, 
imposed propriety, supervising censorship, and giv 
us opportunity and reciprocity ! 
Ezera H. Hxvwoo». 
— a ea ũ—]— 


Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


Republicanism and Freethought work hand in 
hand in Spain and are making great progress. 

Mr. Zielowsky,’of Freiburg, Germany, has been 
sentenced to three months’ imprisonment because of 
“ disrespectful” remarks concerning the Roman 
Oatholie church. 

In the year 1890 the priests in Belgium took in 
over seventeen million francs in donations and for 
prayers promised to be said to help miserable souls 

out of purgatory. 

Daring the forced exile of Dr. Voelkel, Mrs. A. 
Voelkel has taken charge of his Free Religious 
Sunday Paper, but the doctor will contribute the 
usual good editorials. 


The Freethinkers of Stockholm recently held a 
meeting protesting against religious teachings in 
the public schools. Messrs. Lennstrand, Wicksell, 
„nd Holmberg and Osptain Thomson spoke. The 
meeting was well attended. i 


Our French friends are, as usual, pushing for- 
ward, and the past month has given birth to a comic 
Bible with very wicked pictures. We hav not seen 
it, but our Dutch contemporary De Dageraad (Day- 
bresk) says it is admirable. 


In the state prison at Zwickau, Saxony, they use 
a hymn-book in which is found a psalm beginning 
with the words, Through his great goodness God 
has brought me here.” We do not doubt the truth 
of the statement in some instances, at least. 


The monthly Bulletin of the French Freethought 
Federation states that M. Hulbert, one of the eham- 
ber of deputier, givs as his opinion that between 
two hundred and twenty and two hundred and thirty 
deputies are opposed to the budget des cultes— 
the subsidies to religious bodies and to the embassy. 
to the Vatican. 


When Victor E. Lennstrand was in trouble our 
English friends rendered him and the cause timely 
aid by forwarding money. Now a subscription is 
being taken up for the benefit of Mrs. A. Voelkel. 
Naturally the doctor's income will be considerably 
less now, Since the banishment renders it impossible 
for him to lecture. 


The Swedish daily paper Fäderneslandet contains 
a long article treating the subject of the state church, 
and figures out that the church costs Sweden 7,567,- 
874 crowns in hard cash every year. Besides thie, 
the church property (exempt from texation) is esti- 
mated (rather low, we think) at 58,720 905 crowns. 
And what does the church giv in exchange? 


The German Freethought congress for the year 
1891 is now a thing of the past. Dr. Voelkel, at 
present an exile in Switzerland, spoke about “The 
Testament of the Rev. Father Meslier,” a forerunner 
to modern Freethought. We will in the next num- 
ber of Taz Truru Srexer giv an account of the con- 
gress, which in every way was a great success. 


Freethought is growing in Denmark. A lawyer 
stated recently at a meeting of Danish Freethinkers, 
says a correspondent to Fritänkaren, that every 
other lawyer in Copenhagen is à Freethinker, but that 
they are prevented from working for the cause by the 
fact that they would immediately lose their official 
positions; and that the same is the case with 
many ministers. 


Henry V. Berghe!l will scon visit this country. 
He has escaped the clutches of Alexander IIL, the 
Danish congress by a vote of 116 against 86 re- 
fusing to deliver him to the Russian police. May 
31st Mr. Berghell gave a lecture in the great hall of 
Sortedamslunden, Copenhagen, Denmark. The hall 
was crowded to suffocation, and the speaker was ire- 
quently applauded. The Copenhagen daily paper 
Aftenposten in along and very favorable report says: 
“Tt is as if one listened to Bradlaugh delivering one 
of his lectures to London workingmen. 


à 


Like Brad- | 


laugh, Berghell uses but few gesticulations ; like 
him, he has a manner of speaking earnest and apreal- 
ing; there are the same striking il'ustrations, and 
the same power to hold his audience.” Scandina- 
vians in the central states and the West will probably 
soon hay the pleasure of listening to radical Free- 
thought lectures from this exiled martyr for free 
thought and free speech. 


ee 
Some Problems in Nature. 
. ORIGIN OF LIFE. 


When I was a boy, living in Winston county, 
Miss., my father would burn the heart out of big 
pine logs and use them for tan vats, and tan his own 
hides, and make the family’s shoes. He used wood 
ashes instead of lime to take the hair off the hides, 
and after the hair was taken cff he put the hides into 
the creek for à while to soak the alkali out of them 
before putting them in tan. On one occasion, in 
the summer, when the creek was not running, he 
sent me and two of my older brothers to take some 
hides out of a hole of stagnant water. We found a 
great many worms swimming in the pool, and my 
brothers called them hair-worms. I, being cf an 
inquisitiv, scrutinizing disposition, went to investi- 
gating them, and found them in every stage of de- 


. velopment, from the hair as it came off the hide up 


to a living, activ white worm two or three lines 
in diameter and from one and a half to two inches 
long. Occasionally a hair had only been transformed 
for a part of iis length aud made a short worm with 
a hair for a tail. I hav seen many of these hair- 
worms in the tan vais, and every other man who has 
tanned hides in the same way has seen these worms 
in the tan vats, and knows that animal hairs can 
develop into living worms. - When a child, I once, 
during a rainy spell of weather, found moving in a 
little pool of water what I took to be a little snake, 
and commenced talking about what a queer little 
snake I had found, when father told me that it was 
a hair-worm, that it was a hair changed to a worm. 
It was a living, creeping thing developed from a bair 
which came out of the switch of a cow's tail. I hav 
since seen many of this kind of worms during long 
spells of wet weather. I once found ina pool of 
water in the road a wad of hair cut off the switch of 
a cow’s tail, locked and twisted together, which had 
just developed life enough to be possessed of the 
power of mot on, and were working like a bundle of 
snakes interlocked and twisted together. Now, I 
hav seen it stated somewhere that scientific men 
dispute this fact, that hair can develop into living 
animals. Facts are stubborn things, and scientific 
authority cannot crush a fact. And like the Texas 
sewing-machine agent, I am not afraid of men 
mostly,” and when I know that I hav found the truth 
I am not afraid of criticism from any source. 

Now, these hair-worms are very insignificant 
things, but we can come nearer seeing and knowing 
how life originates, and what life is, here than any- 
where else in nature that I know of, and the little 
hair-worms furnish us a clew to the solution of the 
great problem of life. j 


SOLUTION. 


The hairs hav open tubes or capillaries running 
through them lengthwise, through which they draw 
the elements of nutrition from the blood of the cow, 
and perhaps hav nerve filaments through or along 
which the electric currents course while attached to 
thecow. When placed in water of a proper tempera- 
ture holding in solution, already digested and prepared 
for assimilation, the elements of animal nutrition 
which hav been drawn from either animal or vege- 
table matter, the fluid is drawn into the hair by 
capillary attraction and the chemical affinity of the 
particles of matter. Chemical action takes place; 
the elements of nutrifion are assimilated ; electric 
currents are developed ; life, motion, and intelligence 
become manifest. 

These hair-worms hav neither eyes nor heade, yet 
they are possessed of intelligence, which may be dis- 
covered by watching them work their way through 
a bed of forest leaves or fine straw. When they strike 
an obstruction they feel about until they find a way 
they can pass. 

Here we can see a development of life, motion, and 
intelligence from inanimate and inert matter, and 
there is nothing to do the work except material atoms 
and molecules associated with electricity. Oonstruc- 
tiv organic action is life. Destructiv organic action 
is death. , 

Herein lies another problem which is insoluble, and 
it is of no use to discuss it, viz.: Wherein lies the 
intelligence and force, the deity? Is it in the elec- 
tricity, in tke material, orisitin both? As we cannot 
disassociate matter and electricity to examin them 
separately, we can never settle this question. One 
may hold that the intelligence and force belongs to 
matter. No one ean disproveit. Another may hold 
that electricity is the force and intelligence. No 
one can disprove it. Another may hold that it be- 
longs to the two combined. No one can disprove it. 

P. F. Saomaxes, 
Flat Creek, La., June 17, 291. 


Jottings. 


I fiatter myself that among all the readers cf our 
Truro Szrxxn there sre some who will ke to know 
where Aunt Elmina is and what she is doing and 
enjoying. 

Well, she is in clover just now at the famous De 
Garmo Institute, in Fishkill.on-Hudsop, N. Y. The 
building is situate on s hill and tke view from all 
sides. is just lovely. Hills, valleys, mountains, 
groves, and woodlands, houses dotted in and half 
embowered in trees, vines, and flowers. Brown 
roads curving in and about, and the shrill whistle of 
the iron horse sounding ever and anon, make one 
feel as if it was truly a center of civilization. It is 
school vacation now and I shall hav a nice time 
visiting with my sister among our old-time friends 
and relativs. : A 

Mr. Də Garmo is the head of the echool and his 
wife, two daughters, aud a son are all teachers, so I 
am in an atmosphere of educational it fluences. Books, 
papers, and magazines are on all cides. 

Fishkill is an old town, and, including Mattewan, 
it has about twelve thousand inbabitants—and is 
rather more than usually pious, but one has no need 
to obtrude one's sharp corners, so I think I shall hav 
a really nice, pleasant visit. I intend remaining all 
summer. 

I left the depot in old Virginia at 9 pu, Juna 
15th, and in Jess than twenty-four hours was here. 

After leaving Virginia I found a great increase of 
comfort and convenience on the cars and they ran 
much more smoothly than on Southern roads, and 
everything around bespoke Yankee thrift and go- 
ahead-ativoess. The people, streets, houses, and 
even roads, were all cleaner, neater, and more snug- 
looking. Depots, stores, shops, and all public places 
were scoured and cleaned. Oleanliness may be next 
to godliness, but it is certainly a greater virtue and 
one very conduciv to health and happiness. More 
enon. , 

My address will be F'ishkill-on-the-Hudson, N. Y., 
for three months to come. The Snowville address 
will always reach me. Letters from old friends are 
doubly welcome when one is in a new place. 

Affectionately, Ermina DRAKE SLHNKER 

June 22, E m. 291. 


— . —— 


How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subseribe and 
thus save a half dollar apiece. 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand 
or in his shop window. Be sure that he displays the 
pictures. 

3. Get your newsdenler to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to take off his 
hands at the end of the week any that remain unsold. 
If he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
among your acquaintances. On your request, we 
will send you back-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be 
picked up—in the train, in the factory, in the 
meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts, 
and when convenient hand one to a friend. 

7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend 
to take it. 


— — d 
Tae Rev. Dr. Hawthorne of Atlanta, Ga., is another of 
the “divines ” who talk much nonsense, revealing when 
talking of Infidelity a profound ignorance of this subject. 
In a recent termon, for instance, Mr. Hawthorne said this: 
„When a man, who has been activ in the church and who 
has loudly protested unflinching fealty to Christ, breaks 
away from Christianity and makes shipwreck of his faith, 
we may expect him to sink into the deepest depravity and 
to oppose the Bible and all that is good and holy with fiend- 
ish intensity and malignity. Tell me, ye who fulminate 
your Infidel wrath against the religion of the Bible, was 
there ever a man made better by forsaking Christ and the 
church? If Christianity bea cheat and a delusion, why hav 
the men who hav deserted its author fallen so low? If 
Christianity be false and it be a virtue to renounce it, why. 
do we find the extremest types of human depravity in men 
who hav gone out from under the banner of Christ and 
ranged themselvs around the standard of its foes? I invoke 
the haters of our God and his cause to giv us the history of 
the men who hav apostatized from the faith of the gospel. 
Did spostasy promote the growth of their virtue? Did they 
in their apostasy possess the moral qualities which you 
would like to see reproduced in your children? No. Ia 
our secret soul you despise the man who turns traitor to 
Christ. You are always suspicious of him. You never giv 
him your confidence. Deep down in your breast there is the 
conviction that the man who parts with God parts with 
virtue." There is nothing in Christianity which makes a man 
particularly virtuous, as the innumerable number of Chris- 
tian rascals shows; nor are Christian nations so moral as the 
so-called heathen » nations. As a matter of fact 
there hav been many men made better by forsaking the 
church. That very act develops honesty. And as an- 
other matter of fact the ‘‘ extremest types of human deprav- 
ity” are Christians. The thieves, pugilists, roughs, prosti- 
tutes, low saloonkeepers, gamblers, are almost without ex- 
ception Christians of the most superstitious sort. These 
things are all capable of demonstration, and Dr. Hawthorne 
in saying what he did simply wrote himself down as one 
who knew absolutely nothing of what he was talking about. 
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^ Gommunications. 


A Truth Seeker/'s Creed. 


Then Agrippa said unto Paul, almost thou persuadest me 
to be a Christian. : 

I believe and know it is best to use all spoken 
and written words so as to be understood, to express 
intelligent, rational thought for enlightenment and 

‘instruction in the useful lessons, and this for the 
practical purpose of promoting the individual and 
general good. In this sense alone I shall en- 
deavor to use them in defining my creed. And as 
it consists of stating both what I believe or know and 
what I do not believe, it is a part of my creed not to 
use words to misrepresent, to mislead the mind, to 
ingul& the reason, ignore the understanding, and to 
intellectually wrong those taught. 

In defining my creed I shall revert to that primitiv 
use of words when in their enrlier simplicity they 
were made for practical service and mutual benefit. 

In this sense I believe in or know good; some- 
times spelled gute, guti, Gott, chod, and God. I 

believe in or know God, in three Gods, in many 
gods or goods, because I hav felt them in.my experi- 
ence, in their variety, as physical, social, moral, and 
mental gods. I believe in or know one good snd 
many goods, and so am therefore a monotheist and 
polytheist in this original, rational sense. 


wild imagination of the religious enthusiast, to 
frighten and subdue the ignorant; for I see no good, 
gute, Gott, or God there. ot 


I do not believe in an idol made after the pattern 
of the Jewish Jehovah. I do believe it best that 


“Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image, 
nor the likeness of anything that is in heaven above, 


or in the earth beneath, or in the water under the 
earth. Thou shalt not bow down to them or wor- 


ship them.” 
J believe or 


gun of good or of Gott of the ancient sun worship- 
ers; but I do not believe in changing this sun of 
Gott into a son of God—into a personality, an 
idol, or image of anything in the heavens or the 
earth, for those that pervert the good in this way 
. Bhall be visited with the evil that will follow it, “to 
the third and fourth generation." I believe this. 

I believe in the gute or Gott of Jesus when he 
says, “I am in it and it is in me”—not him and he, 
for good, Gott, or God is neither masculin or femi- 
nin; and in many more passages where he makes 
good in himeelf or others local or general, all of 
the same origin and a common inheritance of the 
race. I believe with Paul, as expressed in figurativ 
language when he says: “Know ye not that ye are 
the temple of good or gutt and that the spirit of 
good dwelleth in you?" And in many more pas- 
seges, which should hav been translated good instead 
of misspelled God. For on the testimony of the 
late revisers of the Bible the word God as a per- 
sonality should not hay been put into that volume 
e Companion to the Revised Old Testament, p. 

1). 
I believe in predestination in its normal, biological 
sense; that the physical and spiritual, mental and 
moral, endowments that constituted man in his pre- 
historie state, as represented in the fable of creation 


by the names Adam, Oain, and Abel, are predestined ` 


in the order of nature, through the laws of inherit- 
ance, to be the composit elements that enter into 
that animal structure we call man, as long as he con- 
tinues à human being on earth. The fabulous Adam 
and his sons had inherited from their progenitors— 


the animals from which they descended, or from: 


which they were made—the conflicting forces that 
are activ in all the higher animals; and from igno. 
rance and inexperience they made mistakes, and such 
will be the fate of all their posterity through the law 
of transmission. i 
_ I believe in the law of variation ; that the progeny 
will not all be precise types of the parents; that 
some of the offspring, following the type of earlier 
progenitors, will inherit superior or inferior organi- 
` gations; the former of which, through natal advan- 
tages, is predestined to be saved from the ills and 
misfortunes to which the latter is inevitably doomed. 
In this scientific sense I believe in election-and 
reprobation. . 
I believe also, so long as the virtues, and vices or 
weaknesses, of parents are cherished and remembered 


by generations of descendante, they become immortal | 


or eternal in the ideal, while physically and biologic- 
ally they will, in the dcientifie sees, Be eternal and 
everlasting as physiological or constitutional proper- 
ties of the race. 

I believe in or know the Greek Jeshu Christo, the 
Latin Jesus Christ, alias the English saving wisdom 
—aa taught in the epistles of Paul, “the power of 
good and wisdom of good”—and I am determined 
to teach nothing else than the wisdom and goodness 
(not the weakness and faults) of him that was cruci- 


| shortcomings and unfaithfulness. 


I do not 
know or believe in any good, Gott, or God that is an 
incomprehensible abstraction, or that is a demoniac 
personality, an ideal monster of the lunatic or of, the 


know the light and heat of the sun 
are good or gute, so I believe in a good sun, in a 


fied, notwithstanding it was then “a stumbiing-block 
to the Jews and foolishness to the Greeks.” 


I believe in, or know, wisdom and goodness as the 


only messiah or savior of man from ignorance, super- 
stition, degradation, and crime, and the suffering 
they entail. 
to-morrow, and through all the futures of his life. 


They will save him not only to-day but 


I believe in future life and future rewards and 


punishments in this primitiv, practical sense, as the 
ancient philosophers and ssges taught it, but not in 
the corrupted theological sense as taught by the 
priests to the ignorant multitudes. 


I believe, or know, that the shedding of blood 
or destroying of life has indirectly worked the remis- 
sion of sins, as such tragic acts hav startled the 
emotions, excited the feelings, and aroused the 
lethargic to action for self-preservation, when milder 
influences failed fo enlist their attention or engage 
their efforts for protection. In this way their sing 
of indolence and indifference to wrong hav been re- 
mitted. ; 
I I believe in the atonement thus made for past 

I believe in, or know, the Holy Ghost or Holy 
Spirit, alias good ghosts and good spirits, as taught 
in Greece since the days of Aristotle. But the terms 
expressing them modern science has somewhat 
modified. The word “ghost”. has been changed 


first to geist, and than abbreviated to gas, as we now 


use it. Oxygen is the holy or good ghost, gas that 
preserves and sustsins life. Carbon is the unholy or 
evil gas that injures and destroys life. These evil 
or do-evil ghosts, or demons, or gases, the Greeks 
found in caves and low reservoirs where they had ac 
cumulated then as they do now, even to the extent 
of destroying the lives of those who breathe them. 
I believe, or know, that these poisonous holes are the 
hells infested with the demons, or fiends, or ghosts, 
or gases, that torment and destroy all those whe are 
bad, from a want of the Jesus Christi, alias the “ sev- 
ing wisdom " that would preserve them from enter- 
ing into them, — 


I believe in, or know of, the holy or good spirit, as 


found in Grecian alchemy and as taught in our holy 
books. I believe or know there sre many spirits, 
as taught in modern chemistry, but which were de- 
rived from the Greek scientists. We hav spirits of 
wine, spirits of niter, spirits of ammonia, of salt, of 
camphor, and many other kinds. 
Some of these spirits are soothing, grateful, and 
sedativ, when taken into the humen stomach. They 
are good spirits, alias holy spirits. Some are acrid, 
pungent, 
These are evil or malignent spirits or demons. 
These evil spirits are “legion,” and many of them, 
if swallowed or entered into a person, cannot be cast 
out by fasting or prayer, but hold possession, making 
their victim violent and dangerous and not unfre- 
quently destroying his life. The spirits of wine will 
do it. i 
T also believe in the spirit” as Paul taught it in 
the Hebrew sense, in which he tried to explain it to 
the Greeks; as consisting in the temper, feelings, 
motivs, and desires of men, and as menifested in 
their conduct and characters toward each other, in 
some cages without having imbibed them in poisonoua 
liquids. se 
. When the conduct and bearing of men toward 
each other are gentile, kind, just, faithful, charitable, 
sympathetic, and benevolent, they are moved by the 
holy or good spirit. . They hav received the holy 
spirit, or the spirit of gott, gute, or good, and do 
works meet for the spirit. The good or holy spirit 
manifests itself in various other ways; ss in "ihe 
spirit of inquiry,” “the spirit of truth,” “the spirit 
of liberty,” “the spirit of research.” Paul says: 
“ The spirit searchest all things, even the deep things 
of God.” He says those guided by this spirit shall 
judge the angels.” He enjoins on bis disciples to 
“try the spirits.” All of which I know or believe in 
as à part of my creed. I also believe in or know of 
evil spirits in this last sense, as exhibited in revenge, 
cruelty, malice, vindietivness, intolerance, hatred, 
and the like. I believe in evil spirits or the do- evil 
(devil) and his angels in this original sense. I be- 
lieve or know what it is to be moved by the spirit or 
a Spirit. I claim to be and know Iam moved by 
the spirit of truth, and the spirit of gute, Gott, good, 
or God, as it is now spelled in English, to help cast 
out the do-evil spirit that dwells in the mind of those 
who sit in darkness, who in their blindness and 
ignorance cannot tell right from wrong, and are 
Blaves to vices, crimes, snd cruelties, being kept 
80 by their superstitious guides, their ignorant and 
unqualified teachers. ` 
To be moved by the holy spirit to do an act is to 
be prompted by the honest, intelligent conviction 
that the thing should be done for a personal, a local, 
or the general good. A motion without the spirit is 
a sham, a form, an abortion, without life or worth. 
Ido not believe in taking out or trying to take 
out of man this quality, this element of enthusiasm 
that givs vigor, force, purpose, or virtue to his 
deeds and desires—which we call his spirit, or the 
spirit—and transplanting it among the immaterial 
entities, in the shape of an organized, impalpable 


distasteful, poisonous, and destructiv. 


personality, to be summoned or invoked, to be waited: 
on and worshiped, till it deigrs to descend and close 
in with the suppliant. I do not believe that all this 
is necessary, nor that it is sufficient to qualify or 
enable a man to be moved by the spirit.” ` 
This spirit is the theological creation of Grecian, 
mythological parentage. It is one of those natural 
gifts or forces in man which they believed was pro- 
duced end presided over by a demon. mn lem 

I believe in water baptism (immersion). “He that 
believeth in it and is baptized shall be saved.” 

“He that believeth not [in baptism] shall be 
damned" with dirt and all its filthy concomitants ; 
from the evils and curses of which no faith can save 
him. Baptism is orthodox and ss old as man. I 
believe in its frequent use to save man from the sin 
or evil of personal filthiness. 

I believe in the “supper” when there is an appe- 
tite for it, and I believe special suppers are sometimes 
prepared and eaten to commemorate unusual ocea- 
sions snd events, as recorded in an‘example of cent- 
uries ago, when a Jewish teacher ate with his disci- 
ples on the evening preceding his crucifixion and 
martyrdom. GEL UE 

I believe in a future life, and in future rewards 

and punishments ; for I know that every living. man 
has 8 future life longer or shorter before him, and it 
depends on how the past and present are spent, how 
great or small will be the rewards and punishments . 
in the future. 
. I believe in everlasting. life, or in life lasting as 
long as ever it can—in living so as to protract it to 
its full length ; and that right living will be rewarded 
with happiness and tend to prolong it. 

I also believe that vice and crime or evil living will 
bring future punishments, by destroying health, 
happiness, and safety, and so abridging life that it 
will not ever Jast out the full term, or be everlasting 
which is the sense in which the ancients used it 
(see Canon Farrar’s writings and sermons). 

I also believe in everlasting life in that more 
extended sense we gain of it from history and expe- 
rience. As we hav no knowledge or conception of 
the period when life. began, neither can wo hav any. 
of when it shall end. From the data we hav, we 
cannot conelude otherwise than that it will continue 
as a species forever, an everlasting form of life. 
Whoever looks at life in this light without the theo- 


-| logical bias cannot fail to see that it is the most log- 


ical and rational aspect the question presents to the 
understanding. The facts of nature favor it, and a 
contrary view would be only an assumption, a 
hypothesis that has nothing to sustain it but the 
ghostly speculations of those who wish to barter 
their other world’s wares for the good things of this 
world. 

I believe in inspiration in its practical, rational 
sense—that.every breathing thing inspires, and that 
animal life would soon become extinct without it. 
Figurativly we may use the word to represent the 
taking in, absorbing, or imbibing thoughts, impres- 
sions, pistures, or images, through the senses, which 
excite the emotions and prompt to deeds. 

I believe the inspiration may be of or to good or 
Gott, or to do-evil, devil; or it may be mixed; it 
may prompt men to write books good or evil or 
mixed. In this sense the Bible is the product of 
inspiration. But to say that it is all the inspiration 
of Gott or good is but an attempt of the priesthood 
to deceive and enslave the minds of the ignorant in 
the interests of the church and superstition. 

I do not believe in running all these prime articles 
of my creed into the ground, the grave, or earth be- 
low, or into the heavens above, and in pretending to 
make them serve the dead after they hav moldered 
awey into the dust. oe 

I believe that all the articles of an orthodox creed 
were originally made for the benefit of the living ; 
that they all had adaptation and application to pur- 
poses and uses of life, and were appropriate to aid 
in human advancement. in this world; and I do not 
believe in the flagrant usurpations of theologians, 
who, in order to make capital to carry on their 
schemes to frighten the people into their service, 
hav endeavored to rob the living of their uses and 
transfer them to the dead, whom they claim to resur- 
rect into another world. 

All the minuti». of detail and appendage that 
properly belong to and hav grown out of this creed, of 
which space forbids the enumeration, but which are 
essential to human salvation, I accept and believe 
with the foregoing, in that sense where they are 
conduciv in aiding man to intelligent, rational views, 
and in lifting him out of barbarism, by adding to 
his stock of useful knowledge and promoting his in- 
tellectuel culture and refinement. 

But I do not believe in the dehumanizing uses the 
priesthood has made of every good influence or 
attribute belonging to or affecting man, to subjugate 
him to & belief of the constant pressure of the super- 
se paralyzing his hopes and powers of self- 

ood. 

I believe that this rational creed, in part, as here 
set forth, originated in fragments many centuries ago, 
among the earlier thinkers and philosophers of old 
civilization in India, Obina, Greece, and Egypt. 
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These early students of life and metaphysics formu- 


lated their experiences and observations into rational | 


systems of thought and placed them on reeord ; and 
fragments of them in suecessiv accretions are found 
pervading all ancient religious literature as taught 
by the legendary avatars and incarnations long 
anterior to the Jewish theocracy. All religions 
among the civilized are founded on these ethical 

' truths. So that there is really only one religion ; but 
many. creeds, growing out of the different degrees of 
enlightenment. 

The ancient philosophers who taught the rational 

views of religion as indicated in my creed were Tha- 
les, Pittacus, Pythagoras, Anaxagoras, Pericles, Socra- 
tes, Aristodemus, Plato, Aristotie, Proclus, Cicero, 
Zano, Seneca, Sirabo, Plutarch, Juvenal, Pliny, and. 
others. 
They were largely obtained from the Vedas, but 
were heresy to the ignorant masses, and were often 
secretly taught in metaphor under oath to intelligent 
friends only. e e aot et 


These ancient names aré honored now, while their 


rational views are discarded. The allegories and 
fables they. used in which their lessons were 
veiled, hav been accepted as literal facts, are the 
foundation of modern orthodoxy, and stilted be- 
fore our ‘mental vision with the dignified appellation 
of a divine revelation, of a scheme of redemption”: 
contrived to save a sinful worldde. 
I believe the different Christian creeds, in some 
measure, show the state of enlightenment of the vari- 
ous sects. "T oe: "NS 
The Oatholic creed was formulated by and adapted 
io a barbarian and benighted period of Europe; to 
a people who could not understand or appreciate the 
wise and thoughtful lessons of ancient philosophy ; 
go these were corrupted by turning them into a per- 
sonified. system of superstitious idolatry, to adapt. 
them to the low mental and moral condition of those 
whom it was aimed to convert from paganism, and 
gather into the church. Protestantism or the Ref- 
ormation was an effort in the direction of restoring 
the faith in some degree toward its original phi- 
losophical and practical purity. ae ae 
Now that Europe and America hav so. far emerged 
from barbarism, there should be no longer a need 
for the religion or the creeds prepared for a lower. 
class of people ; a religion tending to retain us where. 
our benighted ancestors stood and to obstruct us in 
going forward, or backward rather, to the ancient 
canons of philosophy, as taught by the earlier civili- 
zations. E NE : m ANS 
I stand by the creed of the fathers ; by that creed 
or feith that meets the intelligent, rational wants of 
life, that is adapted to every contingency and ade: 
quate to every necessity; a creed based on reason, 
science, and philosophy, and revealing to the mind. 
what can be known of life and of the needs to make 
it, and of it, all there is possibly in it, for now and 
all the future, I. E. LONGSHORE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. ` i i 


The Largest Broods of Buzzards Ever Hatched.. 
Sins, whether committed by individuals or:nationg, 
are gure, like chickens or buzzards, to come home to 
roost, and land robbery is the greatest sin ever com- 
mitted. It has hatched more buzzards and cursed 
the humsn race more than any other crime except 
religion. I am not in favor of violence where it can 
possibly be avoided, but will say here and now that 
if the working classes had arisen and hanged the first 
president that ever sold an acre of land and every 
member of Congress that consented to it, higher than 
Haman, cur country now would be millions of dol- 
lars better off than it is. Every man, and woman 
too, has just the same natural birthright to land 
enough to build a home and raise food on, that he or 
she has to sunlight, air, or water; and any govern- 
ment that robs them of that right is on a level with 
highway robbers. and should be treated accordingly. 
All that any government should ever hav to do with 
the land is to lay it outin roads, streets, villages, and 
city and farm lots, and each man or woman that 
comes for a lot should be permitted to take his or 
her choice by paying only the expense of surveying 


and making the deed, and no one should be per- 


mitted to.own or occupy more than he and his own 
family can cultivate. MM 

The government should protect each one in his 
right to such lois and carefully preserve the balance 
of the land from being stripped of its forests until 
wanted by future settlers; and all valuable mines 
should be held by the government—the whole peo- 
ple—and worked by the government or lef. at fair 
prices, instead of being sold to shylocks for a song 
as they now are. : Mani 

If this plan had been carried out by our govern- 
ment from its commencement, we should not now 
hear of sirikes for higher nor against lower wages, 
should hav no need of pauper-houses and very little 
ute for prisons. No one would hav had room for 
slavery, no occasion to flood the country with the 
people of Africa. Ali would hav homes of their own 
and land.on which to raise food. 

Land robbery hatched the big buzzard, slavery. 
Tt made slaves of the white as well as the colored 


> 


‘existence a scene of misery. 


people. I was born in a new country among smitty 
stumps ;.and when-a boy knew soores of men who 
ran in debt to government and shylocks:to‘redeem 


their stolen land, and went into the wilderness-from: 


three to twenty miles, guided by spotted trees with- 


out a road, built log-cabins, cleared up the land, and. 
-worked till they were fifty, sixty, or seventy years of 


age, selling the best of all they raised and living on 


the poorest, before they got stolen: land redeemed, 


after paying for it two or three. times over in inter- 
est! This discouraged most of their sons and drove 
them to other business, and now all other employ- 
ments are overstocked with hands underbidding each 
other in their labors to avoid starvation. The 
majority of white landless Jaborers are just as much 
slaves now as the colored people of the South were 


before the war. Land robbery has driven millions 


into drunkenness and all manner of crimes; it would 


take many large volumes to write its history. 


. Yes, land robbery hatched slavery. And just 
think what a curse slavery was to the colored race! 


Hundreds of thousands of men, women, and children | 


were stolen from Africa, brought to our ‘shores, and 
sold at auction like brute beasts. Husbands and 


wives, parents and children, brothers and sisters, 
with sensibilities and affections as keen as.our own, 


were separated for life, thousands of.them falling: 
into the hands of cruel people who made their whole 
' And this was all done in accordance with an 
accursed old book that was falsely called God's holy 
word! A book that has done more harm than any 
other published! A. book in which one man says 
God is impartial; in which another writes God is 
supreme in wisdom, power, justice, love, and mercy ;. 


and in which another writes: „With thy. money | 


thou mayest. buy bondmén and bondwomen of the 
heathen round about thee, and if thou beat thy bond- 
man that he die, nevertheless, if he livs three days 
after.the beating it is nobody's business, for he is thy 
money.” And to prepare the master for beating his 


bondsman to death the holy humbug and fraud of a 


book says: With thy money thou mayest buy wine 
or strong drink or whatsoever thy soul lusteth after.” 
Filled up with -strong drink a cruel man was in 
pretty good order to beat his bondman to death. 
Many of the Southern slaveholders were: noble. men. 


and treated their bondmen so.kindly that thousands: 
of them were unwilling to leave when liberated ; but 


there were cruel, passionate men there as well as 
here, who treated their slaves as cruelly as some here 
do their beasts; half starved, whipped, and some- 
times killed them—and according to that despicable 
old book it was all right. . DEG 

Tes, land robbery hatched slavery; and slavery 
hatched the late war, which killed nearly a million 
of the most robust men in the nation, leaving the 
runts and imbecils to breed from, making it neo- 


essary to build homes for weak-minded children. 
The war has left thousands of ‘cripples; widows, and 


year in the shape of pensions. pem Lau 
These are only a few of the ging that the great sin 
of land robbery has hatched, and others are still 


orphans, who are receiving millions of dollars every 


brooding that people are too stupid to think of, that. 


will yet want roosts. 
^ Vineland, N. J. 


A 


Yours'in truth and love, 
J. HAcRR. 


Has Jehovah an Intellect? 


Is the God of the Ohristians an intelligent being ? 
I ask this question in all seriousness. I ask it in 
no spirit of mockery, nor would I offend the feelings 


of the most sensitiv believer; but I honestly ask 


those who believe in Jehovah if they consider their 
God an intelligent being. Jesus said that the very 
hairs of their heads were numbered and not a sparrow 
fell to the ground without the knowledge of his 


father. If this God then directs the way of his |: 
people, why is it they are so prone to evil and so |: 
subject to accident and misfortune? . With a. 


heavenly father to keep account of the hairs of their 
heads and to provide food and raiment for them, as 
he does for the sparrows and the lilies of the field, 
why is it that our prisons, asylums, and poorhouses 
are filled with the faithful? Why is it that they are 
struck down by the lightnings or dashed to death 
by the storms which are supposed to be the principal 


agencies to show the power of their God? If the: 


children of God were exempt from his lightnings, 
and his cyclones, and his pestilence, and his earth- 


quakes, then, indeed, we might say he had them in: 


his keeping, but.such is not the case. À 
Our churches are built by the. contributions of 


devout Christians. The poor giv of their scanty 


‘substance and scarcely a church steeple points toward 


the skies that is not raised by the contributions of 
the poor.: The priest harps upon the supposed idea 
that “ God loves the cheerful giver,” and many a 


ragged, destitute human has drawn on his or her 
scanty earnings to build a magnificent temple to this 


omnipotent God (?). 


A few years ago 8 great hurricane swept oper This 


beautiful city and in its track it left in ruins two 
churches built by the poor negroes. They had 
erected these buildings with their scanty contribu- 


‘spoil his own subjects ? 
people upon whom £o vent his wrath? Is this not 
‘conclusiv proof that. Jehovah does not “hold the 
lightnings in his hand,” or ride upon the storm:?” 
Is it not evident that he has nothing to do with the 
lightnings, or the storm, or that he simply cates 
nothing for his people?” — 


this. 
storms or the lighinings, or the march of disease, or 
he is willfully negligent and cruelly unmindful of the 
welfare of those who profess allegiance to bim. I 
leave it to, his followers to decide among themselvs 
which is the esse. I for one doubt his existence, 
‘and demand some more substantial proof of the 
fact. than the badly jumbled sentences.of the Bible 
which says, God created all things” and “ without 
-him was nothing made.” Let the poor priest-ridden 
people bow before his altars, lei the trembling sin- 
ner stagger up to the cross snd seek to lay his crimes 
and sins upon the shoulders of his savior (?) and 


| tions. The poor washerwoman and the day laborer 
‘had denied themselvs the very necessaries of life that 
‘they might. giv. sometbing.to build tbeir God a 
jhouse. But the storm swept over the city ; it passed 
over, the saloon, it swept around the brothel, but it 


smote: upon these churches and scattered them to 
the four winds. Why-this.disregard for the feelings 
of his. people? Why this manifestation. of wrath ` 
toward his “beloved?” Would an earthly kirg 
Weuld he select his own 


In the'déluge of Johnstown, Pa., and at the earth- 


:quake- in -Charleston, S. C., the churches were 
} Shattered and wrecked: indiscriminately with other 

buildings. This God, who, we are told, loves those 
who trust in him and provides for the lilies and the 
Sparrows, does not stop to protect or save his own 
property, or the lives and property of those who be- 
lieve on him. Will sensible people never learn this! 


Now, L assert that Jehovah is either powerless to 


protect the believer or. he is grossly unmindful of 


him. I am willing for his followers to decide which 
is the- fact. . s 


In the great yellow lever pestilence in Memphis 


some years ago we hay another exhibition of the 
watchful care of this supposed deity. 
months it raged. Strong men sickened and died, 
pure women and little babes fell before its death- 
dealing power, and yet, though the elect who were 
able to fled from out the stricken city, the poor who 
were forced to abide in their humble homes were 
sought out by this terrible scourge, and, in spite o 

their prayers and supplications, they fell by the hun- 
dreds; and we were told over and often that it was 
ʻa “visitation of God's wrath." - ‘What a horrible idea. 
If the deity was angry with the people of Memphis, 
why did he not follow the rich to the mountains ard 


For 


slay them? Why did he confine himself to the poor 
of the city who could not fleo for their lives to the 
cool shadeg of the highlands? Why smite the help- 


less and let the rich go unscathed ? 


: There.can be but one rational conclusion to all of 
Jehovah either. is helpless to control the 


gain; admittance into the celestial city to thump a 


golden harp. alongside. Lot and his daughters or 


with Solomon and some of his concubines; but for 
me, I prefer to seek. that quiet land where rest the 
spirits of the just aud the brave and the true. If there 


isa hereafter I for one prefer the sóciety of Thomas 


Paine, Humboldt, Jefferson, Darwin, and other unbe- . 
lievérs to the delectable characters who figured most 
prominently in the Bible, such as Abraham, Jacob, 
Moses, Rahab. the harlot, Samson, and characters of 
that kidney. Of course, it is a matter of taste and 
choice, and- if the “elect” prefer to tread the 
golden streets of the new Jerusalem and sing hosan- 
nahs to, a cruel end careless God, I hav no quar- 
rel with them, but I do say that if God ean forget 
them here and cared not, he is hardly worth their 
praise or worthy their admiration. Ei ri 
Nashville, Tenn: M. A. SrIres. 
i — — + Oo — 
‘Waar argument was it to me when Father Nolan 
spoke of authority and the long line of tradition, mir- 
acle, and inspired counsel which had remained un- 
broken in the Romish church from the establishment 
of Christianity till now? Their traditions are not 
evidence, their miracles I disbelieved ; and the coun- 
oils presided over by a John XII., a Benedict 1X., and 
an Alexander VI., did not seem to me to carry with 
them strong assurance of divine inspiration. For 
unbroken. succession of teaching—hav not Indian 


jugglers this? Does that make their juggling mi- 
yaculous according to its seeming? Gould all the 


authority of all the popes and cardinals that ever 
lived prove the truth of the Incarnation? or manifest 
more than their own belief in it? or reconcile stories 


which oppose the laws of nature and deny all that 
science teaches? Could authority and tradition kar- 


monize impossibilities? or make the distinct asser- 
tion, that this generation shall not pass away till such 
and such things. be fulfilled, aught but a promis which 


‘failed to justify itself? Could any number of coun- 
'eils of the same church which condemned Galileo 
verify the standing still cf-the sun upon Gibeon, and 


of the. moon in the valley of Ajalon? or the going 


back of the shadow on the dial ten degrees for a sign 


of healing to Hezekiah? Who will keep the keeper, 
and who will verify the verifier Mrs. Lynn Linton, 
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others in this country.” 


secured the best possible text, dogmaticians dis- 
credit the best text when they speculate as to what 


the rationalistie critics may also speculate with re- 
gard to the original text in a way that would make 
havoc with scholastic theology. I said, ‘It is not 
a pleasant task to point out errors in the sacred 
In ‘Biblical Study, and ‘Whither? 
I limited myself to two errors of citation. I hav not 


Conservativ men should hesitate before they force 
the critics in self defense to make a catalog of 
The errors are in the only 


Lange, and Dorner—hay not hesitated to point out 
This view is 
maintained by Sanday, Driver, Oheyne, Davidson, 
Bruce, Gore, Marcus Dode, Blaikie, and numerous 
others in Great Britain ; by Fisher, Thayer, Smythe, 
Evans, H. B. Smith, W. R. Harper, and hosts of 


the postmaster-general. the judge of the character of such 
matter to forbid its carriage in the mails (which could only 
be prevented by executiv order), and second by leaving to 
judicial action the duty of imposing penalties. 

It does not matter whether or not a given publication 
presented for mailing appears, by complaint or otherwise, 
to a postmaster to be ‘obscene, lewd, or lascivious,’ if it 
does appear to be ‘indecent’ He is obliged, in order not to 
become a law-breaker, to refer the questionable point to the 
proper department official. It does not matter, when the 
referee considers the question, whether the given publica- 
tion is merely ‘ obscene, lewd, or lascivious.’ If it is simply 
indecent, he must exclude it or break the law.“ 

If the Bible is a book read by ‘ lecherous- minded 
youths’ for lecherous purposes, and particular pas- 
sages therein are marked for the defilement of others; 
if it is a book used by such lecherous persons to 
bring confusion to young girls, or to aid in destroy- 
ing their virtue; if its reading and study produces 
the utmost disorder in both sexes,” as this high 
Roman Oatholic Ohristian organ asserts, is it a book 
to which Mr. Holy John oan afford mail facilities 
without breaking the law! Is not such a book 
offensiv to modesty? Does it not tend to subvert 
respect for decency and morality? Is it not more 
than simply “indecent?” Is it not in fact obscene, 
lewd, or lascivious ?” 


And yet this book is one which is not only per- 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably These are the views of those who hav made a 


with one remittance. 


Dr. Briggs’s Heresy. 

The offence of Dr. Briggs for which he has been 
refused, by a vote of 440 to 59, a confirmation by the 
Presbyterian General Assembly to his office as pro- 
fessor of bib'ical theology in the Union Theological 


Seminary, is very clearly epitomized by the Editor of 


the Arena. It consists, stated broadly, in thinking 
a little more decently of his fellow-beings than is 
consistent with the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
which valuable document consigns most of us to hell. 
Dr. Briggs thinks that people will get to heaven even 
if they do not subscribe to that document, and he be- 
lieves “in the ultimate salvation of all mankind," de- 
olaring that “ redemption ” is not limited to this world, 
but continued through the vast period of time pre- 
ceding the resurrection. He maintains that there 
are three “great fountains of divine authority, the 
Bible, the church, and reason,” any one of which is 
“ oapable of leading persons to God." He instances 
the following cases: Cardinal Newman was led to 
God through the church of Rome; Spurgeon, 
through the Bible, and the philosopher Martineau 
through reason. Of course to a Rationalist these 
propositions are meaningless, as we know nothing 
of God, the Bible is of unknown authorship but 
evidently of man’s device, and Reason leads directly 
away from all the dogmas of Ohristianity. But, 
compared with evangelical teaching, Dr. Briggs is far 
ahead in intention if not in rationality. 

Another assertion by Dr. Briggs for which the 
Presbyterians will not hastily forgiv bim is “ that no 
one could get at the Bible unless he forced his way 
through human obstacles,” which obstacles he cat- 
alogs as follows: (1) Superstitious reverence for the 
book itself. (2) The belief in the verbal inspiration 
of the Bible. (3) The authenticity of the scriptures. 
Traditions from the dead church assign authors to 
all the books of the Bible, but higher criticiam pro- 
nounces these traditions fallacies and follies. (4) The 
dootrin of the inerrancy of the Bible. Historical eriti- 
cism again pronounces that there are errors in the 
Bible. (6) The miracles are in violation of the laws 
of nature, and keep man away from the Bible. (6) 
The failure of minute prophecy. This is an epitome 
of views which hav time and sgain been stated in 
these columns, and though Dr. Briggs has not 
pressed them to their logical conclusion others can 
do so, and arrive at the truth concerning the Chris- 
tian scheme of religion—which is that it has not 
a leg to stand on. It is not probable, it is not rea- 
sonable, it is not possible, so far as human knowl- 
edge and experience go. It is not historical, it has 
no known inventors. It bears internal evidence of 
being the work of designing and ignorant men, it is 
the nursery tale of the world’s youth. Regarding 
the alleged “inerrancy” of the Bible Dr. Briggs 
says: It is agreed that there are a large number of 
errors in the best MSS. of the Bible ; it is the the- 
ory of modern dogmaticians, that they were not in 
the original MSS. We can never hav them, and it 
is idle to speculate as to their contents. When the 
Lower or Textual Oriticism has done its best, and 


“ higher critisism.” These critics are the best schol- 
ars of Germany, England, and America. 


which has most sanction from the Bible. 


the church in the regular way. 
burnt at the stake, nor even imprisoned, nor can 
his property be confiscated. If he could be gotten 
before a New Jersey jury he might possibly be fined 
for blasphemy; but even if he were a citizen of 
Massachusetts, the law now would not allow him to 
be putin the stocks, much less pressed to death under 
boards weighted with stones. More likely, when he 
leaves the Presbyterian church, he will still remain 
Professor of Biblical Theology in Union Seminary, 
or if not there, then in some less orthodox institution 
with an increased salary. A trial for heresy is a 
good advertisment, and times hav changed since 


their “higher critics.” 
— . 
The Bible. 
The subjoined statement of fact was not written 
by an Infidel but by a Roman Oatholio Christian, 


editor of the New York Freemans Journal and 


Catholic Register, one of the few papers of that sect 
worthy of consideration by people who know any- 
thing. It was printed in that journal of June 20, 
1891: 

“t Examin the Bibles promiscuously distributed in school- 
rooms, and it willbe found that certain portions are soiled 
with much use, and sometimes absolutely worn away by 
lecherous-minded youths; particular passages are marked 
to aid in more convenient reference for others; a special 
delight is taken by many lads to call the attention of the 
female element in mixed schools to certain verses, expres- 
sions, etc., whose reading and study produces the utmost 
disorder in both sexes." 

Now, we respectfully ask Holy John Wanamaker, 
postmaster-general of these United States, his legal 
assistant, Judge Tyner, and Mr. Miller, attorney- 
general of the same country, if this is the sort of 
book to receive mail privileges under Holy John’s 
definition of books to be excluded under the statute ? 
The statute, it will be remembered, is as follows: 

Every obscene, lewd or lascivious book, pamphlet, pict- 
ure, paper, writing, print, or other publication of an in. 
decent character. . is hereby declared to be non-mail- 
able matter, and shall not be conveyed in the mails, nor 
delivered from any post-office, nor by any letter carrier. 

Holy John’s definition of books obnoxious &o this 
law reads : 

“ The statute was thus broadened by prohibiting the trans- 
mission of any matter offensiv to modesty, or tending to sub- 
vert respect for decency and morality, first by constituting 


serious study of the Bible, and is known as the 


Bat such 
utterances can never be reconciled with the Calvin- 
ism of the evangelical churches, more particularly 
the Presbyterian, which takes the Bible as it reads, 
and is the most logical of all the Protestant sects. 
Given its premises and Presbyterianism is the scheme 
This is 
pretty generally recognized. Dr. Briggs and the 
* higher " critics, therefore, are at swords’ point with 
the old-fashioned people, and are yet in a large mi- 
nority, as was seen in the vote against his confirma- 
tion. If he does not recant, it would seem that he 
must leave the sect, and he may be expelled when the 
charge of heresy is run through the machinery of 
But he cannot be 


Calvin hunted down Servetus and Puritans murdered 


mitted to be sent through the mails by the post- 
office authorities who refuse the same privilege to 
books against which none of these charges can be 
successfully maintained, but it is called“ divine,” 
the “ book of books,” the “ word of God,” a “ sacred 
volume," a “precious tressure,” the “only way to 
salvation,” a “perfect work,” etc., eto., eto. Should 
it not rather be excluded from the libraries of all 
decent people, banished from the courts, taken from 
the pulpits, and burnt in the yard of every school- 
house where destroyers of innocence seek to intro- 
duce it? 

We earnestly ask the authorities at Washington to 
ponder upon this description of the Bible by eminent 
Roman Catholics, and to see if it is not time that 
Judge Tyner’s decision that the Bible is a mailable 
book under the statute be rescinded. 

— dà$-8- 9 ——————— 


The Case of Mr, Clarenee L. Swartz. 


Mr. Clarence L. Swartz, editor of Zucifer when 
Mr. Harman was in prison, was some time ago 
arrested for selling the Sunday Sun. The bail 
demanded was at first four thousand dollars, but 
afterward it was reduced fo one-half that 
sum. Mr. E. C. Walker in Ziderty uses this as a 
text to read to the Editor of Tug Truru SRuRRR a 
littie sermon. He says: The oase of Olarence L. 
Swartz is one that I must respectfully refer to Mr. 
Eugene M. Macdonald and other Secularists who 
think that a press censorship is not particularly dan- 
gerous unless exercised by the federal government. 
State and municipal meddling with the reading mat- 
ter of the people, so these gentlemen hav maintained 
in various controversies with me, was not likely to 
ultimate in any serious abridgment’ of citizens’ 
rights. It was the federal courts alone which con- 
stituted a grave menace to the liberty of expression, 
publication, and dissemination. When M. Harman, 
George S. Harman, and E. C. Walker were arrested 
in Kansas under the Comstock statute, the bail for 
each was fixed at five hundred dollars, which was 
readily furnished, and the accused. parties were at 
once released from custody. Subsequently, continu- 
ances and postponements were granted, and the bail 
was not increased. Clarence L. Swartz was arrested 
under a state law against sensational literature, a law 
passed last winter by the ‘Reform’ (Alliance) legis- 
lature, and for weeks he lay in jail because he could 
not giv bail in the sum of four thousand dollars, 
Under state law he was required by a state court to 
giv a bond eight times greater than that exacted of 
us by the federal court under the federal law. The 
supreme court of the state subsequently reduced the 
bail to two thousand dollars, still four times greater 
than the one fixed by the federal court in our cases. 
When a mere law machine occupies the bench, does 
it make avy particular difference to the accused what 
the jurisdiction of the power is which licenses said 
law machine fo grind and crush the flesh and bones 
of the helpless victim ?” 

Now, we never said that a press censorship “is not 
particularly dangerous unless exercised by the fed- 
eral government.” We do not believe that any press 
censorship should be exercised. What we said was 


| that the municipal authorities, the police courts, 


cmt 
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should deal with the vendors of that. sort of litera- 
ture about which there is no dispute as to its nature 
or purpose or effect. We said, and still say, that 
t here is need of some power to punish villains who 
print and sell such trash to children; and we said, 
and still say, that the federal government is not the 
proper power, and has not been given by the Consti- 
tution any power to exercise literary censorship over 
mail matter. E : 

The character of the Sunday Sun, for acting as 
agent of which Mr. Swartz is in danger of imprison- 
ment, is thus described by one of our Western cor- 
respondents: “The Kansas City Sunday Sun is a 
sheet devoted exclusivly to social scandal. It has a 
corps of local scavengers or backdoor sneaks 
in every town within three hundred miles of 
Kansas City whose office it is to rake up a 
weekly budget of scandal and send it to headquar- 
ters. The more false, malicious, and sensational the 
matter the greater the sale of papers and the bigger 
the harvest. What its income is from blackmail will 
of course never be known, but evéry issue contains 
numerous warnings which no one can understand 
save the persons for whom they are intended. No 
scale of prices for indulgences or for buying off the 
vampires is published, but as in the case of Comstock 
and Britton it will likely be adjusted to meet the 
necessities of the case. When the true character of 
this infamous publication is understood by Liberals 
they will giv it no sympathy or encouragement.” 

-If this is the character of the publication for 
which Mr. Swartz has been arrested, we confess to 
no sympathy whatever with him. He has no moral 
right to injure other people by spreading scandal 
about them, and if he has done it he deserves the 
contempt of all decent people. He ought to be 
buried a mile deep under libel suits, and whether he 
is held to bail in four or forty thousand dollars he 
gets nothing more than he deserves. 

Mr. Walker’s argument is one tending to Anarchy, 
or the abolition of all government. As we do not 
believe such a scheme feasible or practicable we shall 
not follow him. It is true that all governments do 
injustice, but that is owing to the bigotry, dishonesty, 
and tyrannical nature of the human beings who 
administer them. Government should be restricted to 
the least interference with the people possible. But 
its interference to protect the people libeled from 
the libeler seeme in the case of Mr. Swartz perfectly 
justified. By selling the paper he sought to injure 
his fellow-citizens, and he should be restrained. 

— — 
Driven from His Country. 

We printed last week from the London National 
Reformer an account written by himself of the 
many prosecutions and persecutions for blasphemy 
of Dr. Voelkel, editor of the Free Religious Sunday 
Paper at Magdeburg, Germany. His account con- 
cluded with the statement that in two cases of con- 
viction an appeal liad been taken to a higher court, 
with the result then in;doubt. Unfortunately, this 
doubt exists no longer. l 

By a postal card dated Zurich, Switzerland, June 
12th, Dr. Voelkel informs us that he has had 
to flee from his country. His first conviction has 
been affirmed, twelve months’ imprisonment being 
‘the sentence. In addition, appeal on another was 
likely to go against him, carrying with it from twelve 
to eighteen months in jail. So, following the advice 
of friends, and no doubt consulting his own preference 
for personal freedom, he has left the country of the 
kaiser and his established church for the republic 
of Switzerland, where at Zurich he found other of 
his countrymen who had left Germany for the same 
cause. He has taken part of his family with bim, and 
established a school to maintain himself. For the in- 
formation of any young American Infidels who may 
be going abroad to study, he desires us to print this 
notice: ; 

“ Young foreigners who wish to attend the excellent insti- 
tutes of learning in Zurich, Switzerland, will find board and 
private tuition at Dr. Voelkel’s, No. 18 University street.” 

Germany is a country fall of Infidels, and yet it 
has such elastic blasphemy laws that the mildest 
criticism of the church, or of Christianity, can be 
punished vigorously. The offences of Dr. Voelkel, 
as he explained them in the article printed last week, 
are of the most trivial kind, and of the sort com- 
mitted every day in this country and England with 
impunity. They resemble Abner Kneeland's “ crime;” 
and it is a mark of the progress of his time that even 


à 


in Massachusetts his heresy is almost orthodoxy now. 
Germany seems to be about where the Puritan com- 
monwealth was fifty years. ago. New Jersey, Dela- 
ware, and some of the Southern states are in line 
with Germany, but in the enlightened states Infidels 
can rejoice at the freedom enjoyed, compared with 
that of their German brethren. 

The German scholars hav devoted a great deal of 
time to investigating the historical accuracy of the 
Bible, and their labors hav resulted in great good 
to the world, as they and their English co-workers 
hav furnished the evidence to effectually destroy 
the popular notions concerning that “sacred vol- 
ume.” At this distance, and under the circum- 


atances, it seems to us that they could advantageously | 


put in a good deal of labor with the legislators of 
the Empire, with a view of wiping out the blasphemy 


laws. 
— —— . a 


Paritan Massachusetts. 

How afraid the average politician is of the fanat. 
ical religious element, and how easily he is induced to 
go with it—working the church racket, as he calls it 
—is again shown by the ease with which a clergyman 
got a resolution asking for the closing of the World's 
Fair on Sundays through the Massachusetts Honse 
of Representative on the 11th ult. The resolution 
reads: : 

„% Wasrgas Massachusetts has always "been true to the 

Pilgrim spirit, which planted the Old Colony and laid the 
foundation of this grand republic ; 
: "Therefore, in the opinion of this House, it is meet and 
proper that in the coming World’s Columbian Exposition, 
fa the city of Chicago, this state should make manifest to 
the world, in every possible manner, the prevailing senti- 
ment of the people on the subject of the observance of the 
Lord's Day, as it is expressed by public statute and the 
practice of the inhabitants of the commonwealth.” 

The Illinois legislature ought to retaliate by pro- 
testing against the open Museum of Boston and the 
open saloons. That would reveal to the fanatical 
clergyman and the cowardly legislators who allowed 
a few votes to make the adoption of the resolution 
unanimous, the hight of their impudence. 

We had hoped that the state of our esteemed con- 
temporary, the Znvestigator, had departed from the 
Pilgrim spirit of whipping Quakers, hanging witches, 
and putting Sabbath breakers in the stocks or jails, 
but the hope is shattered if this resolution is allowed 
to stand as an expression of the people's opinions. - 

— — A. en SE s 
Editorial Notes. 

‘THE Baptists of Spartansburg, Pa., opened their church 
to a Seventh Day Adventist preacher and procured one of 
their ministers to meet him in debate. The judges decided 
that the Adventist won and then the Baptists closed their 
church against him. It looks as though the Baptists in at 
least one place would lose their hitherto high reputation for 
‘ religious toleration.” 


MR. Harman has again been summoned to Leavenworth 
to no purpose. He was informed that Judge Caldwell was 
still sick at his home in Little Rock, Ark., and that he would 
probably not be able to attend the summer term of the United 
States circuit court, in Kansas, at all, This failure on the 
part of the judge, Mr. Harman thinks, will compel him to 
go to Judge Caldweil’s home in Arkansas for a hearing in 
“ vacation.” 


Sars the deceiving Voice across the way: It is a tough 
job to set Tax TRDrRH Szexee right in all respects, but we 
willtry todosoinonerespect. If we succeed in this we shall 
then feel encouraged to try to convert it to religion." Before 
our Prohibition neighbor seriously attempts to convert us 
we desire to know how it dares to fly in the face of provi- 
dence by being a Prohibition organ when the Lord himself 
has commanded that man shall bestow his money for oxen, 
or for strong drink, or for whatsoever his soul lusteth after. 


PxRsIATANOR in evil doing cannot be too sternly rebuked. 
Here is the Rev. John F. Ray, who has for many years been a 
preacher of the Disciple sect, then & Methodist minister, then 
pack to the Disciple fold, where he contracted the drink 
habit, also the burglarious habit, now going to the peniten- 
tiary for two years, but announcing that he will again enter 
the ministry when his sentence expires. If the way of the 
casual transgressor is hard, what should be the path of him 
who continues to follow a profession which has such dis- 


astrous results? 


ATID 


Tug Ohristian at Work says: And let us say that al- 
most within the memory òf the writer Paine's ‘Age of 
Reason’ professed not only to ‘co-ordinate’ but to entirely 
supersede the Bible. The Age of Reason is dead.” This 
is nonsense. The “Age of Reason" is a criticism of the 
Bible, not a parallel work. None but a person entirely ig- 
norant of its contents, or of the meaning of the word co- 
ordinate, could hav written that sentence. As for the Age 
of Reason” being dead, it is not so. More copies are sold 
annually now than at any previous time. There is a constant 
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and increasing demand for it. The editor of the Christian 
at Work must hav had Watson's ** Apology for the Bible," 
a so-called reply” to Paine, in mind. 


As long as religion is permitted in our public schools there 
will be trouble. The latest case is a dispute over a medal 
in an uptown grammar school. The principal is accused of 
withholding the medal from a promising pupil because the 
pupil is a Catholic, but this is denied, and with good show of 
reason, for the principal announces herself an Infidel. ‘I 
don’t discriminate," she says, against pupils on account of 
religion, for I hav none myself. I don’t bother church nor 
chapel.” This is the neutral sort of teachers desirable, but 
even he cannot help being suspected by the sectarians of 
doing what they feel they would do were they in her place. 


Mn. CHARLES Watts sailed for England on the 24th of last 
month for a two months’ visit. He will lecture two or three 
times each Sunday in the larger cities and on week nights in 
smaller places, and perhaps some debates may take place, 
for over there the Christians can sometimes find a man will- 
ing to be slaughtered. The last debate Mr. Watts partici- 
pated in was with Dr, Sexton, a peripatetic and guerrilla-like 
advocate of false history and superstition, now residing in 
Dunkirk, N. Y. Mr. Sexton was once a Church of England 
man, then joined the Freethought party of England, then 
became a Spiritualist, and finally went back to Christianity, 
though he never preaches hell, and avoids the subject of the 
atonement. He has very little standing in the church, but is 
a keen debater and master of all the rhetorical tricks to satisfy 
popular prejudice. Mr. Watts's friends, however, allege 
that the Christian wasn’t in the last debate. Mr. Watts will 
return in September. 


Some friend has sent us a copy of the Daily Ledger, of 
Tacoma, Wash., containing a report of a sermon by a Rev. 
C. O. Brown on W. E. Gladstone vs. Tom Paine.” From 
the nature of the discourse we judge the speaker to be the. 
same Brown who at Dubuque, Iowa, tried to create a sensa- 
tion by slandering Infidels. Our correspondent asks con- 
cerning the sermon, ‘ How is this for a champion liar ?" and 
we can only say that it is pretty fair, but has been exceeded 
by more versatil and imaginativ preachers. There are a 
few lies about Paine which Mr. Brown evidently forgot. 
But there is little use in pricking windbags of Mr. Brown's 
size. If heisthe man we suspect, we did it once when he 
lied about Colonel Ingersoll, but he never had the honesty and 
manliness to acknowledge that he had slandered the gentle- 
man. Freethinkers in Tacoma who may be annoyed by Mr. 
Brown’s flings at Paine can rest assured that his charges are 
entirely false, and if detailed proof is wanted it is already in 
print in Ingersoll’s ** Paine Vindicated,” published at this 
office, price fifteen cents. 


Tue Presbyterian fanatics banded to inflict a puritan Sun- 
day upon the country are much exercised over the heathen- 
ish condition of Michigan. Over a quarter of a million of 
people in that state, they complain, signed the anti-Sunday- 
law petition to Congress, among them several clergymen, . 
and up to date there is not a single Sabbath ” association in 
the state, nor has there been a single Sabbath" convention 
held in the state for several years. Instead of complaining, 
however, we congratulate Michigan on these things; and we 
also believe that "THE Teruran Szexee has helped somewhat 
to bring them about. Our list has always been good in that 
state, and there are several prominent Infidels living there 
who hav written and spoken and worked for mental liberty 
and personal freedom. The Spiritualists, too, are numerous 
in Michigan, and their influence is on the side of liberty. Bó, 
while we may—though we do not—feel sorry that the feel- 
ings of the fanatics are hurt, we cannot but think that in 
disregarding the appeals of the Puritans in these things 
Michigan is all right. 


Tare is the way the Ottawa Lever, the official Prohibition 
organ of Kansas, sails into Tax TRUTH SEEKER: ' A few 
days since a gentleman handed us THE TRUTH SEEKER, a 
journal devoted to the pulling down of Christianity and the 
building up of Infidelity. In a correspondence published in 
that journal the opening paragraph reads as follows: Of all 
the superstitions which debase and dwarf the mind of man 
there is none £0 prolific of evil as the belief in the existence 
of a God.’ David had reference to this fellow when he said, 
‘The fool hath said in his heart there is no God.’ But what 
surprised us most was an article professing to giv some sta- 
tistics ‘relating to the persons confined in the penitentiary at 
Leavenworth, and also of those received at the penitentiary 
of Pennsylvania in the year 1890. In both cases it is claimed 
that Christians and temperance people predominated. The 
object of this report is, of course, to discredit Christianity 
and temperance, and to enthrone Infidelity and Bacchus, and 
if true would be startling. But all history and all former 
statistics go to prove the opposition. That Christianity is 
counterfeited will not be denied, but such wholesale counter- 
feiting is not to be believed. With all due respect to the 
gentleman who gave us this blasphemous document, we 
must say that we are surprised that one of his intelligence 
should be captivated with such stuff, the whole trend of 
which is to dethrone God and righteousness, and to enthrone 
that which is evil and only evil and that continually. But we 
are glad that those who hav fully accepted Christ and hav the 
witness within themselvs do not hav to depend on the vapor- 
ings of Infidels whose only belief (?) is ‘I don't believe.’” 
The careless ease with which Mr. Preshaw brushes away 
facts and makes accusations must win the undying gratitude 
of Frances Willard and others of her ilk. The Voice itse:f 


could scestcel yhay done better. 
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Zetters pon dfriends. 


` But Hypocrisy. 
E : Brtorr, Wis., June 12, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: You wil find inclosed money order to be 


applied on my subscription and for the ANNUAL. - Isend all: 


my Trura SrxkERS through the mail to friends all over the 
country and try to get subscribers, but cannot get any: yet. 


Religion is simply hypocrisy in this community. I remain, 


Yours for liberty, - 


Nerse CHEITRNAEB: 3 


Bitter-Sweet. 

Puzzro, Col., June.6, 1891. 
MR. ‘Error: A few days ago I saw by our. city, papers 
that R. G. Ingersoll was to be here and deliver a lecture, also 
De Witt Taimage. I only wish it is true. I am very 
anxious to hear them both. My preference of course is 
Ingersoll. Long liv Tug TRUTH SrkxER and Watson Hes- 

ton. Yours for liberty ‘and truth, Mrs. C. A. BExRLRTH. 


A Confirmed "Truth-lover. E 

` CHEHALIS, WASH., June 4, 1891. 
MR. EDITOR: Incloged I send post-office order for subscrip- 
tion for your entertaining ‘dnd welcome paper. It appears 
to me that I cannot do without it while life and being en- 
dures. I am now in my seventy-fifth year, having been 
born in the year 1816, and consequently can remain: here 
but a short time. N. Barry COFFMAN. | 


They: sun Los to Burn. 

f Los BanNos, CAL., June 9, 1891. 
Mz. Xo: I am getting subscribers for Freethought 
works. I hav used the Pictorial Text-Book " as an object- 
lesson to many, but prudently. ` Several promised to send 
for it, but none hav doné sd. Some say, I do not want to 
see your book. It ought to be burnt. I would not hav it 
in the house.” So you see where ignorance is bliss it is 

folly to be wise. Yours in truth,’ WII. H. Dae 


One Missionary to a Whole Tribe. . 

E EverssT; Kan, June 8, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrok: I like your TRUTRH SERKRR very much. Iam 
a Moravian, and my friends despise me. But that does not 
hurt me any. I showed your "TRUTH SEERRR to some of the 
Mora viaris, but it made their hair stand on their heads when 
they saw the picture. They are affaid of thé truth, so it 
makes them ‘shudder to see it. 
Roman Catholic: And as your picture clips the hair to the 
skin it is intolerable to them. And I wish you to send me: 
one of your TRUTH SxEKexs of March lath, with the picture 

with that Almighty Dollar: ` m M. 


Cherish the Public ‘Schools. 
MONTPELIER, Inp., June 11, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrong: I hav been lately awakened to the benefit of 
free public schools. My granddaughter.took a.subscription 


school, the style of fifty years ago, and it works just as it. 
Just as soon as the subscription expires the. 


did then. 
echolars leave school. Thus the school is gradually dwindling. 
Experience proves that the children. will. not be educated 


except by the free public school system, and many children 


would be benefited by making attendance. compulsory. 
Free the schoole from the teachings of superstition,.whether 
Christian or otherwise, and compel attendance by such as 
are eligible to attend, even if vei 85 hay to be clothed at public 
expense to enable them to attend. `.. Wm. ALLEN. 


On Glory- Seekers. te 

PITTEBURGH, PA., ‘June 13, 1891. 
Mr. Eprron: 
SERKER think it my duty to Write a tew lines concerning the 
tender-hearted glory.seekers. ) 
when men and women will hav the curtain drawn from be- 
fore their eyes that they might see the light of the world and 
the darkvess they hav been led into, It is a shame and out- 
rage that people will allow themselvs to be overpowered by 
a lot of hypocrits and robbers. I hay witnessed with my 
own eyes families depriving themselvs of something to eat 
to try and benefit the church. They hav gone as far as to 
borrow money from their neighbors to giv to the priests for 
fear they would lose their seatinglory. May the time hasten 
when this robbery-shall cease and the people shall come to 

their senses. Very truly, ADAM; RITOHIE. 

Two Thrusts ae the Enemy, : 

. : Harmony, Inp., June 2, 1891. 
MR. Epiror: I am seventy-five years old; I hav but 
little of this world’s goods, but as long as I can raise a dollar 

I must hav the grand old TRUTH SEEKER. 

When the Gods made that mythical Adam and. took the 


rib to make the woman, did they take a rib out of a horse to. 


makea mare? How did they get a rib out of an oyster, a 
leech, or a snail? Bah! 

“Would people know how to swear if its was s not for the 
Bible? There are all the oaths that they ase, in that holy 
nuisance. ` 

-I hav been ‘trying to geta subscriber, but there are. two 
churches, and between thése and want of independence I.hav 

failed. At least three-fourths of. the church-goers are 
women. I am going to niake.another effort. ; 
. Stir up the elephant, Brother Heston. I -hav had several 
. laughs at Lish trying to swallow that big-loaf of bread. - 
f Yours for knowledge and mental liberty; - 
: JESSE MAURER. 


From an Exposed Outpost. 
Waxwur Grove, KAN., June 5, 1891. 


Mz. Eprror: Tug TRUTH SERRER is the only paper thet 


For we Moravians are all 


is the price of liberty.” 


I as a constant reader ol Tax Tarn 


Oh, may the time be hastened | : 


I appreciate. I like it for its N ang bold d defense; seat lr 
humanity. and opposition to tke falee teachings of theology: 
.and the. Self. called and. self. appointed Priests, preachers, i ‘and 


ignorance, and hatred of eve thing that 
Christ, and has, not the chui 
default of which you’ receive: 
cott.: 


is not. labele 


lecture on Liberal Freethought occasionally. 


failure. They did not even get one of the backsliders 
warmed over. | 


women. 


W. H. Noan. 


ia SU - Threw Bombs, 
i ` «MMETSBURG; ' Ta, ay 26, 1891. 
Mz. Eprron:. Mr. Charles Watts gave us. & great lecture 


here: onthe evening of the 22d. "This was the first Freethought, 
lecture ever delivered in this town or county: His ‘subject 
Was, Christianity or Secularism, Which is the Better for 
Mankind 7 Before he came, we had’ never seen him, and 


were afraid we could not get over twenty-flve: or thirty: to go 
out to hear the lecture. But happily we were surprised; when 
the lecture Was called, there were. about three hundred in 


‘| the room, and their attention was held throughout ‘the en- 
In his opening Mr. Watts invited anyone arid | 


tire lecture. 
at any time to ask any questions he or she desired, but no 
questions materialized. Watts is truly great on this subject; 


and being honest in his views, straightforward in his logic: 


and reason, with his manly appearance, he takes and holds 
an audience every time. 
remained another night our Opera House would hav been 


2 crowded:to the utmost. He threw several: bombs in the or-“ 
thodox camp of this place that will keep them talking if; 


not thinking for several days. Why, do you believe it, the 


. Democrat, a paper published here, and edited. by a Roman 
| Catholic, gave three columns of the paper in attempting to re- 


fute the. arguments of Mr. Watts, and warning the people, 


shot "i5 ‘the. withlot myself and mahy nib ini 
Tours tor mankind, 


named persons. The more I read TE TRUTH SEEKER the 


more thoroughly I become convinced that we are on the 


right track to preserve our. liberty, and“ ** eternal vigilance 
The gentlemen. named above are 
reading and thinking men. They know the price of our 


liberty. They believe it was too dearly Bought to be ‘thonght- 


lessly given up. 
There is much being said about: the World’s Fair and there 


should be more said. For the sake of humanity, morality, | 


and common decency let the great Fair be open on Sunday. 
There is one thing noticeable to a close observer, namely, the 
churches, the gambling-holes, the saloons, and houses of ‘ill 
fame are all for closing the Fair on Sunday. I believe John 
the Revelator said something about ‘Babylon the great? 
being ‘the mother of N no All render know. what: 18 
meant by ‘Babylon. A ej 

Awake, puton the armor of vigilinbé; 


our being. King George was a very devout Christian; his- 


tory tells us how good he was, and by reading history we can 


readily see why our forefathers left. God out of the Constitu- 
tion. . Tours very truly, Tao, B. Dunoan. 


“Who Dare Forbid. Investigation? 

X Norra. YAKMA, WASH., “May 30, 1891. 
i Ms. Eprrog: The hard times you. speak of seem to be uni- 
versal in our county. I hav been trying to get some new. 


subscribers to your paper, and I find many who like the | 


paper. but cannot afford to. subscribe owing: to the hard 


times, but promised they * would as soon as they could spare 
the money. I think, if hard times oppress THE TaurR| 


SEEKER you. might suspend all, or a part, of the pictures. 


As for me, I like to see them continued as long as the paper |: 


continues, but if the expense does not justify the income, I 


would say, dispense with any part of ‘the paper that is the 


least necessary. 
`I see that my communication March’ 218 on Spiritualism, | 


which was also a severe and just eriticiam ` at the Brother- |. 
hood of Moralists, ` ‘was a shot that hit them so hard that it: 


made some of them flinch. They deny that their constitu- 


tion forbids investigation in anything. The article that I- 


criticised was in one of the original copies of their constitu- 
tion adopted when they first organized, which was just as I 
stated. It may be that so much criticism has induced them 
to revise their constitütion. If so, I do not know it. I hav 
not had time yet to reply to any of the unphilosophical criti- 
cism of my investigations of these phenomena called Spiritu- 
alism. It may be ‘that before I can get a final decision, I 
shall hav to refer this matter to Mr. Salter. Before I get 
through I. shall put Mr. Salter on the witness-stand, and if 
he will bear a Thorough crobs-examination, and I find 
that he can explain his own theory so well that I will 


I Hv in a community ‘of "God's chosen . 
children, ‘some of which are advanced to perfection and hàv | 
received sanctification.: S0 vou perceive that. I hav:to Stand 
out. against the combined forces’. of, perfect ,guperstitiop,. |. ` 
led. 


their Tíghteous i Christian "boy- ! 
L No- you know hy T cannot get subscribers for one 
of the hest papers in America. But they: hav to stand a little 
The. Meth- 

‘odista got up a dress parade some time ago, but it was a flat 


And then the Wesleyang tried their hand at 
a revival, and- ‘they did get to warm over a few children and 
But it: took the whole outfit two months to get a 
half. dozen converts to the faith. : They hav poor preaching 
and poor pay. I remain, Tours uy, : l .. | drinks.” 
s.“ ; company., I ‘plead with the Prohibition mob for reason, 

: justice, and ‘temperance, but you might as well talk to a 
howling horde of escaped lunatics: : 


Tam confident: that could he hav- 


one of the most pious towns in Georgia. . 
| children attend church and Sunday. school, while the men 


. E. .Gosoos d 


nd free thy. mind 
from blighting and damnable deception that must sooner or 
later ruin our nation and blight every moral sentiment of 


| And yet he, kept serene. 


‘feel-safe du VORNE him to lay down. a theory for me, I will... 
say, Well done; but at present. I think he needs our prayers. _ 
, „ e vds ' S James BEOK. 


morg 


The Man Guilty, Not the Drink. 
LRAVENWORTEH, K AN., June 14; 1891. 
Mi. Tomon: :I-see I am quoted as once gaying. that every 


jJ. glass: of liquor contains murder.“ I. deny the soft impeach- 


ment... I never said it. 

crows ‘are ‘quite different. 
During the campaign here for the prohibitory amendment 
I advocated: with tongue and pen the plan of separating 
vinous.and fermented liquors from distilled and exempting 


Black. as a crow and three black 


them from the proposed law. For argument's sake I was 


| willing to grant all that the fanatics claimed about drink” © 
leading: io crime and pauperism ‘(though believing the 
reverse to be nearer the truth), but I argued that the inno- 


cent Should not be condemned with the guilty. Do not, said: 


I, punish ; mild drinks for the crimes committed by strong 
Do not kill poor Tray because he is found in bad 


: A glass of whisky, even, can no: more commit murder than 
can a carving: knife, a gun, an ax, or a club. Its charac- 
ter or nature is no more immoral than that of a loaf of 
bread.. . The strength it imparts can be used for good or bad. 


"That alcohol has been made à universal scapegoat for crime 


evety | honest and “intelligent ‘person will admit. Drink 
always does it. The poor innocent cherub never had a 
mean thought in his heart until drink put it there. Drink 
instigated, the crime and impelled him to its commission 
against his. will. Drink did it all. Bah! Such rot, would 
make a Liberal v dog vomit. In proportion to its ability 
to’ giv: power to effort or force and speed to direction 
there is just as much murder in a beefsteak as there is in a 
glass of whisky. Strong drink's power for: moral good is 
precisely equal to its power for evil. Is anyone so obtuse as 
not to understand my position now? S. R, SHEPHERD. 


A ‘Contamination; pipe ces 
SENOL, GA., Jt ane’ 6, 1891. 
MR. EpiroR: I will send an order for books i in the near 
future. I often write for our local paper, but sometimes an 
inspired article like this falls in the waste-basket. Senoia is 
The women and 


read Tar Tavra SEEKER on the sly. 


Ves, they read it on the sly, ` ae oy 
And whenever caught they lie are PA 
But well get them by and by. 


Jy" a the. pupils of the Baptist. school here gave js 


^ May-day. entertainment. at. night, in which the crowning of 
the Queen of May was rather an imposing. feature, more 


enough to send e ‘grand old Turk BiiiER to me herein 


especially toa radical ‘Infidel: However, things passed cff 
nicely until one of the sweet little imps of paradise placed a 
Bible at the feet of the Queen. After this savage act your 
scribe retired in disgust. When will intelligent people quit 

flinging. that dirty old book in the faces of decent people? 

After we retired an old Agnostic asked me to write up that 
little drama. And this is what 1 wrote. But it was rejected | 
for want of space bah! 


` An eccentric old gentleman residing on Aurum current, 
who has well-defined-symptoms:of. hypochondriasis, was ad- 
vised by his physician to visit Senoia and witness the exer- 
ciséd of the Excelsior Academy. When the curtain, decked 
with classic scenes, began to roll like purple. clouds with. 
golden fringe to high tragic realms, a wave of music soft and 
sweet came like an Ingersollian dream and touched the anvil 
in his ear, and lo! ‘the calm hypnotic. state, While thus. 
‘bewitched he saw the muses come and go beneath the chan- 
delier. ‘He watched the fairies promenade’ the jewel paved 
parks of paradise. He saw and heard lovely lassies laugh 
where lovely lilacs line languorous lanes. He saw them 
crown the Queen of May, a lovely girl, and place a Bible at 
her feet. He saw around that sacred volume glow circularly 
the. intangibleapperione of Ruth and Tamor, moral guides, 
in ethical converse low and sweet with all the virtuous 
datightérs* fair of righteous Lot. He saw damsels fair of 
modern. mold whirl floral -hoops with high angelic. grace. 
But when he saw.the old doctor in. 
the last play extract a black cat from that boy's stomach 
he was instantly seized. with a paroxysm. . When reac- 
tion set in the old gentleman gave a prehistoric smile 
and said: ‘‘ This world is one of the most wonderful 
enigmas that ever evolved from the kaleidoscopic laboratory 
of Agnostic phenomena.” 


Long. life: to Tux: ‘TRUTH SEREKER. Three cheers for 
Heston., . R. M. TRNOEH, M.D. 


, Quarrelsome Brethren. 
i U ^ >- JxpustRy, Kan., June 15, 1891. 

Mn. Enrron: Tam many times indeed obliged to you for 
‘your kindness in helping me out in the argument with the 
‘preacher. on total depravity... As yet I hav not seen him to 
present the facts, asI hav been kept very busy. for some 
time working. 

Really, I do not know how to express myself to you and 
Brother Heston for the grand and noble work you are doing 


‘for Universal Mental Liberty. I do hope—yes, and pray— 


that every man, woman, and child that loves truth, reason, 
and common sense will stand manfully and courageously 
by you and all others that are working for the upholding of 
truth and all that is noble and refining. 

‘Tam doing all T can according to my means and ability to 
‘help our cause along. My Liberal papers and books are all 
the time on the. go, doing missionary work, and I find it is 
bearing good fruit for Universal Mental Liberty. . 

I will tell you an amusing anecdote. Last Sunday evening 
I went to church in our little village, and after the preacher 


got through with his sermon he suggested the great impor- 


tance of organizing à Union Zunday-school. He said he 


lS eis THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 4, 
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would much rather hav a church Bunday-seliool (that is, of hanes 
his denomination), but as that could not be, he proposed a 


Union Sunday-school, and went on to tell how important it 
was to hav it, etc. And after he was through, Brother 
Kirby, of the Presbyterian church, jumps up and says, We 
hav a Union Sunday-school at the church." Then Preacher 
Solt remarked as much as to say it did not make any differ- 
ence what they had at the church, we would organize for a 
Union Sunday-school. The truth of the matter is, this little 
village has only one church building, and the understanding. 
was at the time they were raising money to build it, that all 
denominations could use it to preach in. But a few years 
after it was built the Presbyterians chased the other 
denominations-out, and took possession of it, and by them 
quarreling with other denominations not only broke up their 
own sect, but also the rest. And this man, Rev. Mr. Solt, 


came here a few weeks ago to preach in the hall, as hey. 


would not allow him (that is, the Presbyterians) tò preach 
in the church; and Brother Presbyterian Kirby ànd his 
outfit are determined to defeat all other sects and break 
them up if they possibly can. And this other outfit says, 
they are.going to hav preaching and à Union Sunday-school 


in the hall, if they hav to stand at the door with shot-guns 


to keep the other gect or outfit from coming in and break- 
ing up their sect and Sunday-school. Brother Kirby and his 
small outfit are very mad indeed, because nobody élse. will 
come to his church and. Sunday-schoo! ; and in order to 


hav revenge he is doing all he can to stop other sects from |. 


coming in or doing anything. So you see how the brethren 
love one another. When Rev. Mr. Solt told Brother Kirby 
he did not care what they had in the church, he had the first 
right to the hall, and was going to preach and hav a Union 
Sunday-schiool; the whole congregation smiled and ap- 
plauded, and on the way going home, I heard some remark 
that it was the best ii they had heard Tor many a day. , 
J. B. , Wiss. 


- Exemption in Noise, : as in All. 


CATHLAMET, Wasu., May 24, 1891. 
Mx. EprroR: Property-holders in many parts of the grow- 
ing West who care no more for churches than they do for 
Chinamen assist in building-and running God-houses merely 
` to'boom: their real estate or business interests. 
- lamet, which thus far has prospered without & gospel. crib, 


proposes soon to build one; certain people deeming. that à 
town is incomplete without a church. Ifa Liberal opposes. 


the church racket as a boom to real estate he is not only ac~ 


cused of being blind to business interests, but charged with | 
being illibera! in not wishing all sides on the religious ques- 


tion daly represented by a house. There are several good 
farms valued from $1,200 to $3,000 near Cathlamet that will 
probably. soon be sold. The writer sincerely hopes that 
Liberals may grasp these opportunities. There is no rea- 
son why the banks of the Columbia river in the neat’ ‘future 
` should not be as thickly settled as those of the Hudson. 
The soil is fertil, rain plentiful, and the climate as mild as 
that of Virginia. 
The Sanitary Era of April contains an editorial entitled, 
d Wholesale Murder by Noise," protesting against the 
. racket male by steam whistles; elevated railroads, Fourth of 
July celebrations, wakes, etc., in our large cities. It suggests 
that the mortality statistics of July 4th and January ist in the 
mofülüg: ‘be ‘compared with those of other days in the year. 
No mention is made of church bells on Sunday morning. 
Roosevelt Hospital it isreported has brought suit against the 
elevated railroad for damages to the hospital done by the 
noise of the trains. Will some ome please inform us con- 
cerning & guit brought against & Christian church whose 
brazen tongue has snapped the slender thread of life of the in- 


valid in an adjoining house? But the other tongue that wags 


beneath the ‘brazen tongue proves not infrequently disas- 
trous to the héalth of those that listen to its words. I could 
furnish ample proof of this in cases that hav come under my 
observation: I will relate one merely because it is the latest, 

thus the freshest in my memory. A woman informs me 
that she fears she will become insane. Her husband ex. 
presses like fears concerning her. She thinks upon religion 
and: prays continually: while alone. She has an overpower- 
' ing conviction that she offends.God. Some years ago a 
préacher told her that she should try to pray as though 
she was speaking face to face. with God. She 
obeyed: him, and now the. habit has got the best of her, and 
she is on the border-land of insanity. Cases like these in 
our asylums are treated with the dance and comic drama, 
these being the recognized antidotes to the solemn poison of 
religious faith. Outside the asylums in sane society we may 
thank:the comedian and the actor for saving many a mental 
life ‘tha the preacher. would destroy. Howbeit, the poor 
lazy "hirelings dispensing their dementalizing virus know not 
what they do. What Liberal has not seen a devoted believer 
in the Bible dogmas flee from his company at the utterance 
of a few words questioning his belief? How many copies 
of Tar Teora BERKER hav Christians torn up in their anger 
and flung to the flames—wishing perhaps that the writers 
could be thrown into the flames or torn to pieces as easily? 
A state of mind like this if continuous would be.declared in- 
sane. A. Christian said to me: I love my religion. It 
pains me to ‘hear it questioned.” And. the face of the 


speaker showed that the words were sincere. But the words |. 


of the questioner rang in the mind of the believer and 
therein a battle raged twixt faith and reason. The believer 
strove to pluck out reason from the brain, that faith might 
reign supreme. Every menta] effort to the end of plucking 
out reason to giv faith dominion is one step nearer to insan- 
ity; but such battles generally do not wage long, for some 
one laughs, the forces of faith forget themselvs in the hub- 
bub of mirth, and reason amuses herself as best she can 
within her little cage. C. E. Boynton, B.8., M.D. 


> 


:them to suicide. 
mot people, it seems to be more of desperation than insanity. 


Even Cath- | that life will be worth tlie living’ at: all. 


cowardice will perpetuate the superstitions of church and 


sleep on the pillow of doubt. 


-wink Freethinkers. 


-claims about the hereafter, for they know it all. 


Truth wui Make Life Worth Living. : 
` MaxrINSBRURG, W. Va., June 18, 1891. 
Mx. Eprrok: In the great conflict between Christianity 
and science the preponderance of the evidence is largely on 


the side of skepticism and unbelief, and the great cause of 


truth and justice is advancing though agninst overwhelming 
odds. The Christian influence is vast and powerful, and 
considering this fact Freethought is gaining ground wonder- 


fully. Influence, wealth, and numbers do. not necessarily 


nor at all prove that it represents the truth. The power of 
might and not of right has made the sad, deplorable con- 
dition of things that humanity is suffering from. In all 
countries where church and atate are allied society to- dey is 
full of injustice and rotten to the core, and the poor strug- 


gling slaves òf tyranny and toil are too ignorant and blind to 
. perceive who and what agencies is and are responsible for 


the almost universal injustice that prevails so much in the 
world. As to religious belief, it is clear to my judgment that 
people hav no choice in choosing what they believe or may 
not believe. 

Naturally the human race ig doomed to perish, even living 
under. the best state of justice and liberty. At last death 
overtakes all. Considering all things in this life, it is getting 


'to be surely an open question, and very rational, to think and 


say, “Is life worth the living?” As the love of life is so 
intense amid even its sufferings and drawbacks, the great 
majority seems to giv the answer in the afirmativ.. 

This answer is not universal, however. Occasionally a 
suicide is recorded here and there. In some cases the 


‘real cause was not and could not be known, but the real 


cause: must hav been 80 terrible and overwhelming that the 
victim was justified in seeking that one and only way of 
eternal peace from life's fearful burdens. Insanity impels 
As to the ones who take their own life, say 


It is the sad result of many causes. 
--However long or short may be our life, there is but one 
condition. for happiness and improvement in our individual 


| lives, and that is to be devotees of the greatest of all creeds, 


the universal array of facts that comprises truth, which is 
discovered by the sum total of all experience. Knowledge 
and wisdom is.our only savior, and it is only through this 
Ignorance and 


State. Intelligence and nobility of heart and mind are the 
only things I can praise. And what a glorious blessing 
skepticism is to those who are capable and brave enough to 
I for one can no longer be led 
as the innocent lamb to the slaughter. I am watching the 
shams, hypocrisy, and phariseeism so largely prevailing in 
the churches of all denominations and in so-called civilized 
society that is so hostil to individual liberty. I hav given 
an impartial hearing to Christian claims and my firm convic- 
tion is that millions of persons will be badly humbugged. 
Christians and nominal believers are blinded by faith. Though 
Ihav respect for.a sincere practical Christian, I hav none for 
the hypocrits and inconsistent believers who try to hood- 
But it. is only the unwary and unsus- 
pecting who are deceived. Believers in the Christian teach- 
ing say unbelief is good enough to liv by-but not to die by. 
What nonsense and injustice to a great God, if he exists as 
represented by the gospel. Why, even man could not be 
long deceived by such dealings. The inconsistency and dis- 


‘loyalty of millions of professed Christians would appear. As 


if they could hoodwink a great God they profess to love and 
serve! The actual fact is that those people make large 
There is 
no going behind the returns after Rev. Dr. Talmage has his 
say. They believe, or pretend to believe, in the existence of 
a personal God of love and mercy, and a personal devil of 
hate. What do they do, as their life records show? Serve 
the devil with their best efforts and days of their life, and 
when. death overwhelms them repentance is first in order. 
The question is, What is the motiv of repentance at death’s 
door?" It is not probably actual sincerity and sorrow for 


.bad words and actions of their life record, nor the love of 


God at the eleventh hour is not probable. I hav no faith in 
alleged repentance at death, and the motiv of those who 
ehange their life at death is fear of hell, It is positivly a 
dishonest and unjust proposition. All that liv and grow up 
to be men and women make their own record deliberately, 
and I take no stock in those death-bed repentances. It is a 
delusion and a snare, and an insult to a great God if he 
exists. It is true that Freethinkers are the most honest, 
consistent people on earth. They profess nothing but love 
of the truth, and are willing to meet any judgment that may 
exist, on their individual merits. Life's record cannot be 
erased, and no genuin Freethinker will, when he or she 
comes to die, deliberately go back on their life convictions, 
surrender to superstition, and thus please its devotees. And 
any so-called unbeliever who may do 80 never has been a 
Freethinker in any sense of the word. If so disposed, Free. 
thinkers ought to, when death approaches, invite gospel be- 
lievers to attest to the truth that the genuin Freethinker 
carries his life's conviction to the grave. As the long- 
looked-for savior cannot be found in the daytime of life, 
nelther is he found in the night of oblivion. 
‘Tuomas J. CosNEns. 


A Social Experimeut, 
La Logi, SINALOA, MRx., May 24, k. x. 291. 
Me. Eprrog; During the last month I hav received numer- 
ous inquiries about this country and our people, all of which 
I wish to answer through your valuable paper. There are 
some over four hundred people here now. A party of fifty- 
eight arrived here last week from Kansas, and we expect 
another party of about thirty in a week or two. All the 
people here except two or three reject God, Christ, and the 


| stockholder. 


Bible: 


“We are one big stock company. Every adult is a 


We hav near two hundred thousand acres of 
the loveliest land I ever saw, with a hill eight hundred feet 
high in the center. I can only liken it to putting a teacup 
in the center of:a large table and then putting a sheet of 
paper under one leg to represent the land sloping toward the 
eoast with & fall of two feet to the mile. We are at present 


-camped here on the Fuseta river about twenty-five or thirty 


miles from the mouth. Our land begins four miles from the 
river. It is fifteen miles out to the hill I speak of. From its 
top we see Topolobampo bay, eighteen miles away, where 
the boat landing is and where some of our. people liv. The 
ditch I spoke of in my former letter is about one-half com- 
pleted, and will cost, I think now, one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, and will be completed about the 1st of 
December, when we will all or nearly all move to this large 
tract of land. The farm at La Logia is only a temporary 
stopping-place. The houses here are made out of poles and 
mats, and are only temporary concerns, but the people are 
very comfortable in them. When the people move on the 
large tract of land there will be some fine houses built. 
There is no water to be got by digging wells on any of this 
land at present. It is calculated to supply everything with 
the water from the ditch. There is no one living on any of 
this land. It is all wild, with herds of cattle and horses 
roaming over it winter and summer. I came here last De- 
cember. Oorn was in roasting ear, and we hav green corn 
in camp now. We hav had strawberries for the last six 
months, or nearly so. They are not gone yet. We expect 
two thousand people here next fall as soon as the ditch is 
finished. No church can ever be built here. I regard this 
as a very healthy country. I visited the hospital the other 
day. There were three sick, all doing well; and sick were 
never better cared for. Two died recently with typhoid 
fever. They were both as fine men as ever I met with— 
Freethinkers, and not afraid to go. 

I started with pack and gun the first of this month to find; 
if I could, the mouth of this river and hunt alligators. I 
found the moutb at the end of four days; saw one hundred 
and eighty alligators, and killed twenty-two. I dug lots of 
clams along the coast, and caught crabs and shot game and 
gathered shells to my heart’s content. 

Iam still delighted with the climate and people, but would 
advise ell Freethinkers before coming here to read O. K. 
Owen’s book on Integral Ocóperation? and not to come 
unless they approve of the plan. We area company. We 
elect our officers and operate as any other stock company. 
We will begin our first railroad soon. Men that come down 
with me many of them put in about one tenth or twentieth 
of what they had. Now they are putting in every dollar 
they can get, because they like the people, the climate, and 
the business methods. Woman has the same privileges that 
men hav. Under our system there can be no interest, rent, 
or taxes; no paupers, and, I think, no criminals. Grog is 
cheap here, but there are no drunken people or immoral 
people. A couple were married by contract not long ago. 
It caused some little comment in camp, but all, so far as I 
could learn, believed them truly sincere, and all comment 
has ceased. If there are any Freethinkers who want to 
come here they must first make a statement in regard to age, 
occupation, etc.; get permit from O. K. Owen; take one 
share in the land fund at $10, one share in the improvement 
fund at $10, and one share of Credit Foncier stock at $10. 
They are guaranteed work every day at remunerativ wages. 
Now, does the company fulfill their contract? I will giv 
the exact figures in my own case, as taken from the book 
before me. I got here the 22d of December. I hav worked 
one hundred and fifteen days at $3 per day. My grub has 
cost $8 per month, raw material; cooking, $8.20; washing, 
$1.15. Ihav drawn $250 and hav some yet due me. ' But 
this is not real money, but scrip issued by the company. It 
is worth fifty cents on the dollar in American money, or 
sixty in Mexican. I exchanged some last evening. It is 
believed that this scrip will be worth dollar for dollar in 
American money as soon as the ditch is finished. Women 
get the same wages as men. We only work eight hours a 
day. Everybody seems happy and contented. I write 
what seems to be the facts at the time of writing. My last 
article should hav read one hundred and ten horses instead 
of two hundred and ten, otherwise correct. Most of the 
letters I received from parties inquiring I hav given to Alvin 
J. Wilber, manager in charge here; he will answer and send 
circulars to them. 

There has only been one little shower of rain since I came. 
They tell me the rainy season begins the 1st of July. 

I attended a religious festival among the Mexicans the 
other night. There were about fifteen hundred Mexicans 
and Indians, and about forty methods of gambling. One 
fellow had a blanket with the Father, Son, and Ghost inside 
a ring, with the picture of holy saints all around. Then 
they shook dice. Some bet on their favorit saint, some on 
God, and some on Christ. God is no slouch, for he came 
out best so far as I could see. The winner got some little 
piece of jewelry. Their fire-works were splendid. They 
sent sky-rockets five hundred feet and back on a rope. A 
company of devouts brought Jesus down to see the fire- 
works. He was fixed on a block 4x1} feet made by taking 
some of the lead out of a tea chest and tacking it to the 
board with mescal fiber under it to make the face plump. 
He had ears of red flannel and the lips the same, glass mar- 
bles for eyes, and wore an embroidered blanket. The ladies 
made him bow very nicely when the rockets went off, then 
they fell on their knees, crossed themselvs, mumbled some 
prayers, and then put Jesus away in a box which was used 
for a gambling.table until the next day noon. The priests 
and state make a little out of such affairs. 

I get the paper all right and enjoy its contents. 

A. BUTTERFIELD, 
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Biographical Sketches of Ancient] | A Sensible Resurrection, 
and Modern Poets. A short time ago John Gruell gave a little 
1 ——À Uc boy on the West Side a young opossum and 


; told him it would make a nice pet. It was 

Geoffrey Chaucer was born about the year almost as white as snow and the little boy 

1840. Some claim that it was in the year of was very proud of it and named it '* Bunco.” 
1328, but the more popular date is 1840. He 1 


Now, the. boy had never setn a white opos- |. 
was the son of John Chaucer, a London vint- gum before and knew nothing of its nature. | 
ner, which means a dealer in wines and: 


He played with it constantly, built ita nice 
liquors, Geoffrey Chaucer was the first Eng- little house, and fed it on all the good things 
lish poet that 1 hav any knowledge of. His 


cnowleds he could get. But last Saturday evening, 
poems are rather difficult to read because of while he was playing with it and petting it 
the queer and old-fashioned writing. i 


| he happened to hit it a little too hard, and it] ` 
For example: ‘Keeled over apparently dead. He turned it 
There sate I downe among the faire flowers | over and over again, but Bunco was as limpas 
And saw the birds trip out of thir bowrs, ^ |a rag, and thinking it was dead sure enough, | 
mye Minny feted them all dae ieit, | ho litle boy proceeded to dig grave and | 
Thay began of May for to done honours. bury it, A apot wee selected for this pur- 
pose in the back yard, and Bunco was in- 
Still, that is not so hard as some of his terred with appropriate ceremonies. The 
other poems, but I like it the best. He in little boy was very much grieved over his 
another poem givs a rather humorous yet 


u loss, and slept but litile all that night. He 
forcible description of a woman who Iost five | arose early Sunday morning and went out to 
husbands : lo ) 


the grave, expecting to shed a few silent 
Bold was hire face, and fayre and red of bew. | tears over his pet, but imagin his surprise 
She was a worthy woman all hire live; 


ooa eas s worthy woman all bire LE and astonishment to find Bunco sitting on 
usbon e chirche door had she five, top of th h its mi ; 
With outen other compagnie in youthe. »|top of the grave with its mouth wide open. 


At first the boy was-badly frightened and 

I hav quoted the above merely to show you | hardly knew whether to laugh or cry, but| 

‘the turn of sentiment and the language of seeing the laughing opossum looking him 

“ ye olden time.” e straight in the eyes, he concluded that it had | 
Chaucer married a very estimable lady, 


P risen from the grave. The little animal had | 
name ippa, who was the youngest daugh-| become sullen the evening before, and the 
ter of Bir Payne Roet. His wife's sister x Thanked God for Kate Shelley there. 


boy, not knowing its nature, supposed it was| ‘Greater love than this hath no man. 
Katherine was the wife of the duke of Lancas- | dead and buried it. During the night ithad| When the heavens shall unfold, 
ter. It was undoubtedly these high connec- | ««come to itself,” burrowed out of the grave, ane. She judgment books ar Opened. 
tions that caused Chaucer’s advance in life. | and was ready to play with its master again. ere in characters of go 
For he became afterward known as the kai dade a — - : MG dae pine e ana rood: ter, 
„Master of Science,” theology, etc. He had Correspondence. ` "That of one who crowned with glory 
a pleasing and: entertaining way with him ET S RO Her heroic womanhood. 
: HALTON, BERMUDA, June 11, 1891. : 
that made him popular with the court ladies q. DIU : 
Diar Miss Wixos: I hav written once 

and the royal personage. His wife died in before to the Corner, and will write about | - How to Make Money. 
1887. Where the father of English poetry" | Hamilton as much as I know of it. It is the Dear Sm :—Having read Mr. Sargents’ ex- 
really spent his last days, cannot be ascer- capital of Bermuda. It is very small. It] perience in ‘plating with gold, silver and 
tained. But a great many think that his last | would take you about half of an hour to nickel, I am tempted to write of my success, . 
residence was at London, where he composed | Walk in every street. There are eight streets | I sent to H. C. Delno & Co., of Columbus, 
« ; » ; } | áltogether, but each not very long. There is} O., fora $5 plater. I hav had more table- ` 

The Canterbury Tales,” that. wonderful k in Hamilton; but it is only about ; 5 
poem, so full of humor, pathos, and such a one-half square afo ugs 3 85 "n phe i 97 the: N d in 

, l 3 n 8 s “T° à 

vivid portrayal of English life. He died im rN F 
his seventy-fourth year, 1400, and was bur- |. 


Yours truly, Marri E. BTEOKER. | three weeks $97.. Any one can do plating 
y e DUMP ME SOE D land make: money in any locality the year. 
ied at Westminster Abbey, the first of that Bree ae T N. Yo — on € round. You can get circulars by addressing . 
‘long line of poets for which the great ceme- ure of writing a ow more Ines to the Come. he acre firm. . , Winx Gray. | 
tery is noted. zx Iwill say my sister Sadie was married on the ues 
I will giv you a short list of some of- his 10th day of this month (June). We had a 
most popular poems. They are: The 


splendid time. There were no parsons, Gods, 
Court of Love," The Book of Troillus and ghosts, or devils present to attend or dictate 
Cresseide,” ‘The House of Fame, » The 


er further life. She Was married by Mr. 
Canterbury Tales,” “ The Legend of Good Person, the justice of peace, who came to the 
Women,” and '* The Book of the Duchess.” 


house to marry them. Mr. Bartlett, her hus- 
band, is of this place and is a Liberal-minded 

But you may take my word for it,“ The 

Court of Love“ is best. IDA A. Bartow. 


oung man. They are just a lovely couple. 
e also was the recipient of many beautiful 
— .. : 
Noble Unselfishness, ^ 


presents, and it was what you would call an 
`| up-and-up Liberal wedding. They had a 
On Sunday, Dec. 27, 1885, one of th 


great many congratulations from their many 
American line of steamers, the Lord Gough, 


friends. Well, fearing I am taking up too 
much of your valuable time, I will close. 
hil i f Li : Your true friend. . HATTIE J. THORPE. 

ie owes NRI oe ool to Philadel [We congratulate our friend Sadie on her 
phia, sighted a Gloucester fishing-schooner newly formed ties. May our Liberal-minded 
in distress. The wind was blowing a gale, y R EE 

and the schooner, almost disabled, and with 

three or four of her crew already washed 


friend and her husband be as happy as we 

wish them to be throughout all the years that 
into the ocean, was fiying the signal for help. 
Osptain Hughes of the steamship saw the 


may come to them. We trust Sadie will not 
forget the Corner, now that she has become 
fearful peril which a rescuing party must en- | ^ Jung married lady.—Ep. 9.01 

counter, but his call for a volunteer was Cosrzz, III., June 6, 1891. 
promptly answered by the mate and à crew | Miss Susan H. Wrxon: I thought I would 
of brave men, and preparations were made 

for the desperate trip. To the astonishment 


"rite once more. I see the Corner is not| 
filled out as it should be. We are having 

of all, while the boat was being lowered, the 

flag of distress on the schooner's mast was 


cool weather here now. It has been so warm; 
hauled down. : 


now it is going to be cold. It rained last 
night. It was warm enough Decoration day 
Mero to wear white dresses. land my sister went 
Perplexed at this movement, the hardy over to the Oak Hill cemetery in the band. 
rescuers hesitated ; but it was finally decided | Wagon. My brother is in the band; he beats 
that the boat should go. With great difficul the tenor drum. There are fourteen band. 
a go. great difficulty | boys. Dr. Hammer, of this vicinity, is their 
the schooner was reached, and on her deck teacher. I wish he would get upa band of 
were found twelve men utterly without hope | girls. i 
except from outside aid. It was necessary to I 11 be glad When 1 Pe 15 again, 
make two tri "of the for ove to go to school, an ove my 
mao iso C ps, and the bold sailors of the teacher, too. It is the same teacher that 
or ugh took half the suffering men and taught h last ter: I received a Free 
iled through the wild wat sir oy lakers Magazine, and I like jt very much, 
to gh i aters to their own | thinkers Magazine, and I like it very much. 
ship, and returned as soon as possible for the | I received.a letter from California; a girl saw 
others. my letter in Tue TRUTH BEXKER and an- 
When all were safe on the steamer Captain 
Hughes asked the schooner’s master, Capt. 
George W. Pendleton, why he had lowered 
the distress fiag. The reply was: 
** We saw that you were preparing to make 


swered it. 

: I hav not been outside of the state, old as 1 
an effort to save us, but we saw, also, that it 
was à sea in which it was very doubtful 


am. My papa was born in Harper's Ferry, 
Va., on the Potomac river. I cannot think 
of anything more to write. I wil send you 

whether a boat would liv. I said then tol 

my men: ‘Shall we let these brave fellows 

risk their lives to save ours? and they an- 


the piece that I spoke the last day of echool. 
If you like, please publish in Tor TRUTH 
swered ‘No!’ Then I hanled down the 
flag.” 


SxEKRR Children’s Corner. 
The story is a noble one on both sides. 


Stalwart men are dreaming softly 
Of their journey’s finished quest, 
e the men who watch and guard them 
Sleepless stand at post and brake; 
Close the throttle ! w the lever! 
Safe for wife's and sweetheart’s sake. 


Sleep and dream, unheeding danger 1. 
the valley. yonder lies Do 
Death’s. debris in weird confusion, 
Altar fit for sacrifice! 
Dark and grim the shadows settle 
Where the hidden perlls walt; 
Swift the train, with dear lives laden, 
Rushes to its deadly fate. 
Still they sleep and dream unheeding. 
O O thou. watchful one above, 
Save thy people in this hour ! 
Save the ransomed of thy love ! 
Send an angel from thy heaven 
Wbo shall calm the troubled air, 
And reveal the powers of evil 
Hidden in the darkness there. 


Baved! ere yet they know their peril, 
Comes a warning to alarm; : 
Baved! the precious train is resting 
. . On the brink of deadly harm. 
God has sent his angel to them, 
Brave Kate Shelley, hero-child, 
Struggling on, alone, unaided, j 
Through that night of tempest wild. 
Brave Kate Shelley ! tender maiden, 
Baby hands with splinters torn, 
Saved the lives of sleeping travelers 
Swiftly to death’s journey borne.  — 
Mothers wept and clasped their darlings, ` 
` ' Breathing words of grateful prayer; 
Men with faces blanched and tearful ^. = 


hildren’s Corner. 


— 


Bdited by Miss Susman H. Wixom, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
thts Corner should be sent. 


„Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oome a pause in the day's ocoupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Bessie’s Good-Bye. 


u Good-bye, mamma,” the little one had said, 
Yet stooped a moment ere she went to play, 
Her kitten to caress, ‘hen turned away; 
But at the door she paused and thrust her head 
Just through the aperture again and said, 
“ Good-bye, mamma,” then, tripping through the 
hall, - 
She took the tiny ohaise which held her doll, 
And started for a walk, but at the gate 
Looked back to say once more, Mamma, good- 
bye.” 
The mother twice had given a mild reply; 
But, busily at work, her hurry great, 
Bhe said at last, with emphasis undue, 
** Good-bye, good-bye, now run away, child, do I” 
Nor thought again about the little one, 
Till falling shades announced the set of sun; 
Then to the gate she ran, and up and down 
The street she glanced with eagernesr, but saw 
Nowhere the child whom she was searching for. 
Where oan she be? she said with anxious frown: 
A8 with uncovered head she hurried out, 
But could not find the little girl about 
The neizhborhood where she was wont to play. 
Bo, hurrying on, the anxious mother went 
Along the path which to the river bent; 
And there the tiny footprints told the way 
The missing child had strayed, and farther on 
The doll chaise, overturned, lay olose upon 
The river's brink—there too, the mother found 
Her darling'8 hat and both her tiny shoes, 
And ‘neath the hat, as if she feared to lose 
It, the doll’s apparel on the ground. 
A quick foreboding thrilled the mother’s heart, 
And all too well the awful truth she felt— 
To bathe her doll Bessie had doubtless knelt 
And fallen in—how like a piercing dart 
The memory then of those three last good-bye's. 
And when the neighbor's search restored the 
form : 
Dripping and cold, so late buoyant and warm, 
The mother, in her grief, too deep for ories, 
Stood by in mute despair, while reverently 
Kind friends arrayed it for its resting-place ; 
And, at the last sad rites, twas only grace 
Enabled her to bear them patiently. 
Yot now her sweetest memory of the obild 
Lingers around those innocent farewells. 
But, ah! one sad regret her bosom swells, 
Because her last reply was not more mild. 
— Virginia C, Hollis. 
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Children Answer What Puzzles 
Older Heads. 


There were seated in the home circle six 
children. Five of them were between the 
ages of thirteen and twenty-two. They were 
all kind, considerate, and well cultured. The 
older ones had all been out in contact with 
the world, and as it had met or repulsed 
them they were formed by its uses, fashioned 
by its demands. The sixth child was three 
years old, the pet and pride of all, and was 
called “ Little Bunch." Mr. Stone had 
asked the following question: Why does 
your mother love you all?” each to answer 
individually as to what inspired their 
mother’s love. The oldest, a promising 
graduate of high scholarly attainments, 
thought it was his good conduct and attain- 
ments; the next son thought it was the 
interest he took in looking after and keeping 
up the affairs of home. He was precision 
and exactness in everything, neat to a fault. 
The third boy thought it was for his sprightly 
and funny ways of making mirth and 
merriment—he could always add the funny 
or ridiculous side to whatever occurred and 
no one was dul in his presence. The 
eldest daughter thought it was her rare 
ability in household affairs. In the cuisine 
she took great interest, and not only mother 
but all had come to be proud of her success 
in this line. The other miss thought of her 
sweet voice in song, of her growing rare taste 
for art and ideal. But dear Little Bunch, 
hers was the only true answer; she said : “I 
tink, mamma, I tink it is taus I love ou!” 
Yes, dear Little Bunch gave it so simply, so 
sweetly, that they all discerned the difference 
between love and admiration. Seven hearts 
throbbed intensely; seven older heads were 
answered where five had just failed. Little 
Bunch was the center of attraction, the 
mother the light. Father said truly,‘ The best 
is the greatest,” and at this remark every eye 
met his and in each sparkled a tear. In 
those tears were born new and deeper loves, 
truer conceptions of duty. Yes, Little 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. — 
BENJ. R. TUCKER. _ 
P. O. Box 3366, Boston, Mass., 
Publishes To-day : Vds 


The Rights of Women 


—AND- 

The Sexual Relations. 
By KARL HEINZEN, © 

The famous Georinan-Amorioan and Revolutionist 


In cloth, $1.00; in paper, 50 cts. 


For sale ‘by all. booksellers, or mailed by pub- 
lianer „on rece pt of price.’ MENTION P 


| MYXES!TM -—O0c 
? Is Your Time Worth Something? 
7 Do You Require Oopies? ~~ 


USE 


THE EXPRESS DUPLICATOR. . 


mea Ree Semen wa e t 
aud Pest duplicating davies. Note size $4.07 Cap ' 
size £7.60. : ^os EC 

Headquarters for Manifolding Apparatus, 
: O. BENSINGER anv OO. 
307 Dey Street, New York. 


bteow23 


|J. ISAGREAT SUCCESS: 
The Crowning Achievement of Mechanical 
Genius, Taste, Energy, and Ingenuity, - 
Combined with 41 years of Practis — . 
cal Experience (34 years in 
Rochelle) at the Je weler's 
ench. E ios 
Unequaled in quality and price. Has 16 jewels, | 


ulator, Brequet hair-spring (non- 
Patchable), beautiful double sunk paneled dial, 


Very truly, Mary D. ROBINSON. 
BRAVE KATE SHELLEY. 
Through the whirl of wind and water 
Parted by the rushing steel 
Flashed the white glare of the headlight, 
. Flew the swift-revolving wheel, 
As the midnight train swept onward, 


: in siyer, $22.50; 4 oz. dust proof, $25. 
Ag "heiter sold elsawhere for $35. In best "aakt 
filled goid cases, guaranteed 20 years, Open Taco, 
$2 


` Bunch had transformed shadows to real, The men on the schooner were worth savi Bearing on its iron wings — turned free. Best work in the world. Bend for 
DE, | ry 5 tegtimonials, price lists of ladies’ and oh 
5 press Yes, 155 separated | at all hazard; and the men on the steamer s emen glo e batohom, djemonde, silver ware, oarda in colora i 
T e drosg. DP "ur aethou ade, tracts, eto. 
a vm 2E O88 NOLE JAOK. were worthy to save them, —Oincinnati In- Little children by their motherg sna gold of my 577 in 15 ET T STEIN. 
„ Te. guirer. ; Nestle in unbroken rest, . | ROCHELLE, LLL. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 4. 


1891, 


429 


LIFE v CAREEN 


Charles Bradlaugh 


dias Jacob "Holyoake. 


Every Freethinker wants this Life of the Great 
: agis Secularist, by the Father of Secularism. 


m Prices, 15 cents.. Ten copies, 11. 
'. . Address this Office. 


“WHY” 
I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 
Friends will please gend stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
mowville, Va. 


. WATER OF LIFE 
Ts Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 


Write for pamphlet, to ‘J. R. PERRY, 
34 Bouth Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


A FARM FOR SALE. 
24 ACRES. | 
Beautifully located. 25 miles from New York on 
ew Jersey Central R R. Rich soil. Owner re- 
tiring. Price reasonable. 


dress T. WHITE, 
"Dare of THÈ TRUTA BEXREH, 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
. 13x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
forg3506enis. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


: y E s 22 : 
Evolution Series. 
p oi 
Leoture8 and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
. Ethical Association on Evolution 


` in Boience and Art. 


No. 1—Alfred Russell Wallace, by Edward D. 
Cope, Fh. D.: with portrait. 
í o. 9,—Ernet Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake. 
man ; with portrait. 
Price, 10 Cents each, 


For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


TRUTH. SEEKER LIBRARY. 


mhe World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. rhe Biog graphies of 
throe hundred of the most distinguished 


teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
pent By D. M. Bennett. 1,075 pages, 

vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4. 50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to The World's 
Sages,” etc. By D. M. BENNETT. 8vo., 

1,119 pages. 
morocco, gilt edges, 84.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and Xhe Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ingJudaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. Bexnerr. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
85.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inq 

into the reality of divine ee De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leatt er, $5.06; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Rep] T. to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
whole 7 eseded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4. 60. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
GoUNT AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
John Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Complete from the London edition. 745 
pagos, 8vo. In cloth, $3.1 00; 


re E 

The foregoing volumes are called “ The 
Truth Seeker Library." If all are ordered to- 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each, 


P NE 2 


5 


Essays and Treatises. 


Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4. 00; 2 


MYTHS AND MYTH-MAKERS. 


Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
Comparative Mythology. 
By Jons Fiske, M. A., LT. B., of Harvard College. 
Price, $2. 


BEYOND. THE VEIL. 


Claimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B. 
Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. -MeDougall and Mrs. 

Luna Hutchinson. [Spir.] 
Steel Engraving of Randolph. Price, $1.50. 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham- 
med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
. med, or the History of that Doctrine 
Which was begun and carried 
on by him in Arabia. 
SALE'S edition. Price, $1.50. 


HUME'S ESSAYS. 
Autobiography and Dia. 
logues on Natural Religion. 
By DAvm HUME. Price, $1.50. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 
_ By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 

A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
Portrait. 

Price, pap., 50 cts; .clo., $1. 


Man’s Nature and Development. 


By HENRY G. ATKINSON, F.G.S., and HaRRTbr 
MARTINEAU. 


Price, - - - $1.50. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer’s Text-Book. 
Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. 
By Rog r COOPER. Price, $1. 


Origia and Development of Relig- 
fous Ideas and Beliefs, 
By Morris EINSTEIN. ` Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 
With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


-|A BUSINESS MAN’S SOCIAL AND 


RELIGIOUS VIEWS, 
From a Poor Man's Standpoint. Price, $1. 


KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 
Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 


A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices 
By BARON D'HoraaoH. 
Price. - -. OGL 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 
Ultimating in the Religion of Science. 
By Hupsox TUTTLE. [Spir.] 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


LIFE OF PAINE. 
By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Im. 
mortality of lis Elements. 
By A. S. DE PELLEGRINI. 
Price, - - - — 165 cents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 
Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated. 
Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


_A Treatise on the Population Question, 
By R. D. Owen. 
© Price +e = = -s 


35 cents. 


“AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. Benserr. 
Price, — E — 10 cents. 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 
Church Doctrines, 
By W. S. BARLOW. [Spir] Price, 10 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 


Br HURLAUT and WAKEMAN. 
Price, 10 cents. 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Darin witty and inexpressib Ae hable 
e onsiaughts on Ohrist "E 


Price, 10 cents. 
BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


Bx C. B. REYNOLDS. 


Price, 5 cents. 
For all of the above l booka pos R 00, 
THE % Lateyette Fl. Howiork. 


PIONEER PITH. |BURGESS-UMDERWOOD DEBATE 


Tue Gist CF LECTURES ON RATIONALISM. 


By Cart. R. C. ADAMS, Prosident of Montreal 
Pioneer Freethought Olub; author of 
Travels in Faith from Tra- 
ition to o Reason,” 
“ Evolution—A Summary of Evidence.” 


A compendium of scientific and critical lore. 
Best handbook for introducing the general 
reader to the principles and data on which Ra- 
tionalism is based. 


Paper, 12mo, 100pp., 25 cents. 


EVOLUTION THEORY. 
Three lectures by Pror. Taos. H. HUXLEY. 
Paper, 10 cents. 

Thirty DISCUSSIONS, BIBLE STORIES. 

ESSAYS, and LECTURES. i 


By D. M. BENNETT. 
Pap., 700pp., 75 cents. 


PENNETT-TEED DISCUSSION. 
* Jesus the Lord God, Creator of Heaven and 


By D. M. BENNETT and Rey. Mr. TEED. 
Paper, 80 cents. 


BESANT-HATCHARD DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
ANNIE BESANT AND REV. A. HATOHARD 


ox 
Jesus of Nazareth a Historical — and the 
Influence of Christianity. 


Price, 25 cents. 


BIBLE BALANCED. 


Comparing the Bible's Best Teachings and Bay- 
perds those of Philosophers who T 
ived previous to Bible 


Authors. 
By G. O. DARLING. 
Paper, — . 50 cents. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 


Errors Exposed. 
By O. B. Wurrrorp, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


TWENTY CRIMES and VICES 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 


By J. E. REMSBUEG. 
Price, 35 cents. 


CRIMES OF PREACHERS in the 
United States and Canada. 


By M. E. BILLINGS. 
Price, - .  $895oenis. 


BUDDHIST NIHILISM. 


By Max MULLER, M.A. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOLDEN MEAN in Temperance 
and Religion. 


By JOHN E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


INSPIRATION OF BIBLES. 


By Jno. E. Burton. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Christianity and Materialism, 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 15 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


By O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 10 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY from a SCIENTIFIC and 
HISTORICAL. STANDPOINT. 
By W. N. McLaren. 
Paper; 50 cents. 


Chronicles of Simon . : 


Adventures in the Lan 
of Cosmos. New Scripture (evidently inspired). 
Discovered by I. N. FIDEL and A. Hoox. 
` Price, W cents. 


THE CRISIS. 


By THOMAS PAND " i 
during the American Revolution, and by 
Written order of General Washington rea 
to the army. 
Paper, 40 cents ; cloth, 75. 


CULTIVATION OF ARI. 


ITS RELATIONS TO 
RELIGIOUS Puritanism AND MONEY-GETTING. 
By A. R. OooPER. 
Paper, 20 o.; flexible clo., 35. 


THE DARWINS. A Domestic Ead. 
joal Romance. By Mrs. E. D. Slenker. 
Pap., 500. olo., 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
86 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


ON CHRISTIANITY. 


Between B. F. UNDERWOOD, and Prof. O. A. Bur- 
goss; Pres. of N. W. Ohristian Univ. 
Paper, 188pp., 50 ots.: clo., 80. 


COMMON SENSE 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


Written in 1776. 
Prices . . 105 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of 
Christianity. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD? 
By L. L. Dawson. 
Price, . . 10 cents. 


DEACON SKIDMORE'S LETTERS. 


(Zion Hill E His Evolution out of 
Obristianit, . BENNETT. Paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 


ECCE DIABOLUS. 


Jehovah Worshi hip and Devil Worship Identical— 
1.e., Bloody Sacrifices and Burnt Offerings. 


By the Very Rev. Evan Davies, Arch-Druid of 
reat Britain; 
Price . . oents, 


RELIGIOUS POSITIVISM ; 


om, Posrrrvrsr OALENDAR. Brief Exposition of 
the Comtean System. 
Paper, 26 cents ; cloth, 50 


Eight Scientific Tracts. 
EVOLUTION, DARWINISM, eto. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD and others. 
Price, 20 cents. 


EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. 
By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Essay on Miracles, 
By DAVID HUME. 


Price, 10 cents. 


ESSAYS AND LECTURES 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Paper, 800pp., 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


By T. E. LonasHore, 
50., 500. per doz., 25 for $1. 


THE UNSEEN WORLD. 
eae ease 


GOSPEL OF ATHEISM. 
By ANNIE BESANT. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOTTLIEB: HIS LIFE, 
A Romance of Earth, Heaven, and Hell. 
By B. P. PUTNAM. 
Price, 25 cents. 


|Heathens of the Heath. 


RADICAL ROMANCE, - 
By Wu. MoDONNELL. 
500 pp., paper, 80 cents. 


HOLY BIBLE ABRIDGED. 
‘The passages unfit for family reading. 
Pap., 32o.; clo., 50 


THE 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 


OR, 
War SHOULD THE ATHEIST FRAR TO DIR? 
By J. G. HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 5 cents, 


THE. 
4 
LOGIC OF LIFE, 
DEDUCED FROM 
Tae PRINOIPLE or PFRERTHOUGHT. 
By G. J. HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 5 cents. 


Secular Responsibility 


By G. J. A0LTOAER. 
Price, 5 cents. 


GENESIS I, II: 
BIBLE NARRATIVE OF CREATION. 


By A. R. GROTE, A.M. 
Paper, 50 cents: cloth, 75. 


Godly Women of the Bible, 


A History of 
ALL THE WOMEN WHO FIGURE IN THE BIBLE. 


BY 
An Ungodly Woman of the XIXth Century. 
Pap. 500.; olo., 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


SISTER LUOY . 
HER AWFUL DISCLOSURES. 


As To New Hann CoNVENT. 
And a Few Words on Auricular Confession, 
Price, 10 cents. 


POSITIVIST CALENDAR. 


onth of the year being named 
Each ay Aia droat 9 of the race, 
whose portraits are given. In- 
stituted ted by Aug. Comte. 


Cards, 11x14; printed on hoth sae $5 cents; on 
two cards, 35 cents. 


FALSE CLAIMS 


OF THE CHUROH. 


é J. E. REMEBURG. 
Price, 10 cents; per dozen, 7% cents. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE. 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 


ended, and Enjoined by 
the Bible. 
By E. C. WALKER. 
10 cents. 


22 REM, issu ree 
ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 
A Comprenp or THE NATURAL Laws or 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
EXCHANGE. 
By J. K. IxdAIIS. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Science and Theology. 
| ANOIENT AND MODERN. 

z By J. A. FROUDE. 

Price, . 26 mts. — — 


Ingersoll c on McGlynn. 


33. 806. per dozen, $2 per 100. 


LAY SERMON. 
: On the Labor Question. ; 


By R.G INGERSOLL. 
Price, 5 cents; 50 cents per doz.; $1 for 25. 


ROBT. G. INGERSOLL’S 


OPENING SPEROH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 


Bankers? and Merchants’ Tele- 


graph Company 
against the 


Western Union Telegraph Company 
Price, 10 cents. 


THE STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, 3 cents; 80 cents per dozen; $2 per 100. 


THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen; $2 per 100. 


isthe God of Israel the True God? 


f the Five Books of Moses, Joshua 
Narrativg adgou, ‘and the New Testament. à 


Price, 25 cents. 


Masonic Vindication of Right 


PROTEST AGAINST PERSECUTION. 
By O. B. Wutrrorp, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


MIRACLES 


AND 


MIRACLE: WORKERS. 
By JOHN PECK. 
Price. 8 10 centa. 


THE 
ORDER OF CREATION. 


A DISOUSSION BETWEEN 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
LIN TON, RE VILLE. 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
j2mo, 178 pages, paper, 50 conte; cloth, 75 cents. 


“Our Father in Heaven.” 


By Onas. STEPHENSON. 
1 cent; 50 cents per hundred; $8 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE 


AFTER DEATH IMPROBABLE.. 


By L. R. Burg. 
10 cents. 


WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS IY 


PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
Bx B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents, 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


No. 3. 


HUMBOLDT LIBRARY 


—OF— 


POPULAR SCIENCE. 


Light Science for Leisure Hours. 
A series of familiar essays on astronom- 
ical and other natural phenomena, By 
Richard A. Proctor, F. R. A. S. 


Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, 
Ice and Glaciers. (19 illustrations). By 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. 


Physics and Politics. An application 
of the principles of Natural Science to 
Political Society. By Walter Bagehot, 
author of * The English Constitution." 


Man's Place i in Nature, (with numerous 
illustrations). By Thomas H. Huxley, 


V. R. S. 


Education, Intellectual, Moral, and 
Physical. By Herbert Spencer. 


. Town Geology. with Appendix on 
Coral and Coral Reefs. By Rev. Charles 
Kingsley. 


The Conservation of. Energy, (with 
numerous illustrations). By Balfour Stew- 
art, LL.D. 

The Study of Lan, ges, brought: ack 
to iis true principles. By C. Marc 


The Data of Ethics. By Hebert PAN 


The Theory of Sound in its Relation 
to Music, (numerous illustrations), By : 
Prof. Pietro Blaserna. 


No. L 


No. 4. 


zons. A record of 11 years of travel. " 
By Henry Walter Bates, F.L.S. (Not 
sold separately). ` 


No. " The Naturalist on the River Ama- 


No. 13. Mind and Body. The theories o? their 
relations. By Alex. Bain, LL.D, 

No. 14. The Wonders of the Heavens, (thirty- 
two illustrations). By Camille Flammarion. 

No. 15. Longevity. The means of prolonging 
ue after middle age. By John Gardner, 

No. 16. The Origin of Species. By Thomas H. 
Huxley, F. R. S. , 

No. 17. Progress: Its Law and Cause. With 


other disquisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 


No. 18. Lessons in Electricity, gird illustra- 
tions). By John Tyndall, F. .S. 

No. 19. Familiar Essays on Scientific Sub- 

5 jects. By Richard A. Proctor. 

No. 20. The Romance of Astronomy; By R. 
Kalley Miller, M.A, 

No. 21. The Physical Basis of Life, with other 
essays. By Thomas H. Huxley, F. R. S. 

No, 22. Seeing and Thinking. 


By William 
x Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. € 


No. 23. Scientific Sophisms. A review of cur- 
‘rent theories concerning Atoms, Apes 
and Men. By Samuel Wainwright, D.D. 

No. 24. Popular Scent de iícciures, e 
ted). By Prof. H. Helmholu. 

No. 25. The Origin of Nat: ons. By Prof. Geo 


Hawlinson, Cxford University. : 
The Evolutionlst at Large. By Grant 


No. 26. 
len. 
No. 27. The Histery of Landho’ ding m Eng 


land. Ly Joseph Fisher, F. R. Bl. S. 


Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated 
in the customs of Barbarous and Civil 
ized Races. (numerons illustrations). By 
William Henry Flower, V. R. 8. n 


-Facts and Fictions of Zoology, (nu 
merous wiustrations). ` By Audrew Wilson, 
Ph.D. 


No. x] The Study of Words. 
31 By Richard Chenevix Trench. 


No. 32. Hereditary. Traits and other Essays. 
Ey Richard A. Proctor. 


No. 33. Vignettes from Nature. 
Allen. £ 9 


No. 29. 


By Grant 


No. 34. The Philosophy of Style: 
Spencer. . 


Oriental Religions, - By John Caird, 
Pres. Uniy. Glasgow, and Others. 


By Herbert 


No. 35. 


No. 36. Lectures on Evolution. (ilius‘rated). 
8 By Prof. T.H. Huxley. 
No. 37. Six Lectures on Light. (Illustrated). 


By Prof. John Tyndall. 


Geological Sketches. 
Geikie, F.R.S. 


The Evidence of Organic Bvoiution: 
By George J. Romanes, F. R. S. 


By Archibald 
No. P 


No. 40. 


a 


No. 41. Current Discuss’ ons in Science. B} 


W. M. Wiliams, F.C.8. 


History of the Science of Politics. 
By Frederick Pollock. 

No. 43. Darwin end Humboldt. .By Prof. 

Huxley, Prof. Agassiz, aud others. 


No. The Dawn of History. By C. F. Keary, 
des of the British Muscum. $ 


No. 46. The Diseases of Memory. By Th. 
Ribot. Translated from tho French by 
J. Fitzgerald, M. 4. 


No. 47. The Childhood of ene By 
Edward Clodd, F. R. A g 


7 


No. 42 


No. 48. Life in Nature. 


By James 
Hinton. 


No. 49. TheSun; its Constitution, its Phenomena. 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Colunibus, Ind. 


No. 50. an and the Mechanism of Ex- 
No. 61. change. By Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, 


"wee Diseases of the Will. By Th. 
Ribot. Translated from the French b) 
- J. Fitzgerald. 


No. 58. AnimalAutomatism, and other Essays, 
By Prof. T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. 


The Birth and Growth of Myth. By 
uu Clodd, F. R. A. S. 


No. 55. The Scien tie Basis of Morals, and 
other Essays. By William Kingdon Clif 
ford, F. BR. S. 


No. 52. 


No. 54. 


No. 80. 


No. 108. 


No. 109. 


5 Illusions. By James Sully. 


No: 57. 
No. 53.) The Origin of Species. | Two Double 
No. 59. j By Charles Darwin os, . 
No. 60. The Childhood of the World. By 
Edward Clodd. 
No. 01. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. 
Proctor. 
No. 62. The Religions of the Ancient World. 
` By Prof. Geo Rawlinson, Univ. of Ox- 
ford. (Double number). 
No. C3. Progressive Morality. By Thomas 
Fowler, LL.D., President of Corpus 
Christi Coll., Oxford. 
No. 64. The Distribution of Animals and 
Plants. By A. Russell Wallace and W. 
T. Thiselton- Dyer. 
No. 65. Conditions of Mental Development: 
' - aud other essays. By Wm. Kingdon 
Clifford. E 
No. 66. Technical Education: and other essays. 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F. R. S. : 
No. 67. The Black Death. An acoount of the 
Great Pestilence of the 14th Century. 
By J. F, C. Hecker, M. D 
No. 63. Three Essays. By Herbert Spencer. 
Special Number. e 
No. 69. Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthropo- 
logy and tie History of Religion. By. 
Fritz Schultze, Ph.D. Double number. 
No. 70. Essays Speculative and Practical. 
£ By Herbert Spencer. 
No. 71. Anthropology: By Daniel Wilson, Ph, 
E D. With Appendix on Archeology. By 
E. B. Tylor, F. R. S. 
No. 72. The Dancing Mania of the Middle : 
Ages. By J. F. C. Hecker, M.D, 
No. 73. Evolution in History, Language and 


Science. Four Addresses delivered at 
the London Crystal Palace School of Art, 
Science and Literature. 


No. 75. 
No. 76. 
No. 77. 


No. 78. 


Relation to Sex. (Numerous Illustrations) 
By Charles Darwin. Nos. 74, 76, 76 ar e 
single Nos.; No. TT. is a double No. 


Historical Sketch of the Distribu- 
tion of Land iu England. By Wil- 
liam Lloyd Birkbeck, M. A. . 


Scientific Aspect s of some Familiar 
Things. By W. M. Williams. 

Charles Darwin. His Life and Work’ 

. By Grant Allen. (Double number). 

The Mystery of Matter, and the 
Philosephy of Ignorance. Two Es- 
says by J. Allanson Picton. 


Illusions of the Senses: and other Es 
says. By Richard A. Proctor. 


Profit-Sharing Between Capital and 
or ee Six Essays. By Sedley Taylor, 


No. EE Descent of Man, and Selection i in 


No. 79. 


No. 81. 


No. 82. 


No. 83. 


84. Studies of Animated Nature. 
Essays on Natural History. Ey W. 8. 
Dallas, F. L. S. 


The Essential Nature of. Religion, 
By J. Allansor Picton. 


The Unseen Universe, and the Philosu 
phy of the Pure Sciences. By Prof. Win. 
Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. 


The Morphine Habit. By Dr. B. Ball, 
of the Paris Faculty of Medicine. 


Science and Crime and other Essays. 
By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S.E 


. The Genesis of Science. 


d Herberi 
Spencer. 


Notes on Earthquakes: with Fourteen 
Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. 
Proctor. AU 


The Rise of Universities. By S. S. 
Laurie, LL.D. (Double number). 


The Formation of Vegetable Mould 
through . the Action of Earth 
Worms. By Charles Darwin, LL.D. 
F.R.S. (Double number). 


Scientific Methods of Capital Pun- 
ishment. By J. Mount Bleyer, M.D. 
(Special number). 


54. The Factors of Organic Evolution. 
By Herbert Spencer. 


The Diseases of Personality. By Th. 
Ribot, Translated from the Freuch by 
J. Fitzgerald, M. A. 


. A Half-Century of Science. By Prof. 
Thomas H. Huxley, and Grant Allen. 


The Pleasures of Life. By Sir John 
Lubbock, Bart. i 


Cosmic Emotion: Also the Teach- 
ings of Science. By William Kingdon 
Clifford. (Special number). e 


Nature Studies. sy Prof. F. R, Eaton 
Lowe; Dr. Robert Brown, F. L. S.; Geo. 
G. Chishoim, F. R. G. S., and James Dal. 
Jas, F. L. S. 


. Science and Poetry, with other Es- 
says. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S.E. 

No. 101. Esthetics; Dreams and Association 
of Ideas. By Jas. Sully and Geo. 
Croom Robertson, 

. Ultimate Finance; A True Theory 
of Co-operation. By William Nelson 
Black. 

. The Coming Slavery; The Sins of 
.Legislators; The Great. Political 
. Superstition. By Herbert Spencer. 

š Tropical Africa. By, Henry Drum- 
mond, F. R. S. 


Freedom in Science and Teaching, 
By Ernst Haeckel, of the University of 
Jena. With a Prefatory Note by Prof. 
Huxley. 


No. 105. 


5o. 106. Force and Energy. A Theory of 


Dynamics. By Grant Allen. 


Ultimate Finance. A True Theory 
of Wealth, ‘By. William Nelson 

Black. 

English, Past and Present. Part. I. 
By Richard Chenevix Trench, (Double 
number). 


No. 107. 


By Richard Chenevix Trench, «. 

The Story of Creation. A Plain Ac- 
count of Evolution. By Edward 
Clodd. (Double number). 


No. 110. 


Single Nos. 15 cents; Double Nos. 30 cents. 


Nos. 1 to 111 inclusive, cloth, plain edge: 


‘ately or together—10 vols., $2 per vol. 


8—86par« 
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Specimen of The Bible. 


Four | 


English, Past and Present. Part II. 


DID MAN FALL? 


| ‘The. Location and Topography of. the Gar. 


den of Eden. Fac. 
IS THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 
$5,000 REWARD. 


By ISRAEL W. GROH, Author of vis the God 


of Israel the True God? 
Paper, 10 cents. ^ 


Theta fron LUI lh 


L 306 Castile to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, ' Interesting, and Laughable. 

By lat eis HART. ` 
Price - - - - 50 cents. 


SELF-CONTRADIOTIONS 
THE B IBLE. 


1 4 4 PROPOSITIONS, Theological, Moral, His. 


torical, and Speculative, each proved af- 


firmatively and. negatively by quotations from 
Dri iple and trikiug self. contradictions, of ine 
so-called inspired word of God. 


Gut comment; embodying the most 


H. BURR, 723 pages. : Frioe, 15 conta. 


DANIEL THE „„ 


Bx A. HOLTOAEKR. 
Pries 10 cents. 


Esther. 
- By A. HOLxoAK E. 
(Price,  .- + 9 cents. 


“kets i of The Apostles. ` EN Parco, 


By A. HonsoAkE. ^77 v8 
Price, 0o c. (0 centas ` 


Ludicrous Aspects of Christi 


anity. 


‘By A; HOoLTO AK R. 


Price, * . . 10 sents, 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
By M. D. Conway. 
Pre . - - - 5 cents. 


EVOLUTION OF ISRAEL'S GOD. 


Bx A. L. Rawson. in 
Price, 10 cents, — 


THE, NEW AGE. 


Pues gu D — 


rE You Take Away diy. Religion 


What Will You Give Me Instead? 
Bx MARTIN. 
Price,- - .- 10 enm. ur oe 


A PLEA FOR ATHEISM 


By CHARLES BnADLAUGH, 
Price. 10 cents. 


Dialogue Between a Christian Tis- 


sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 


by a Weak but Zealous Christian, 
Price, 10 cents. 


Men, Women, and“ Gods, 


And Other Lectures. 
By Heren H. GARDENER, 
With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 
Paper, 59 cents; cloth, $1. 


WOMAN: 


Her Past and Present: Her Rights and 


Wrongs, 
Br B. F. UNDERWOOD; 
Price, 10 cents. 


MATERIALISM: 


Its History AND Its INFLUENOR UPON 
Soorery. 


By Dr. Lovis Buguum, An Author of * Foroe and 


"Translated from A “German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities, 


. BY JOHN PECK. . 
Price 20 cents ; six copies for $1. 


Confessional: Romish and Anglican, 


An Exposé. 


By Baraprm. Price, 80 cents. 


Did Jesus Christ. Rise From. the 


Dead? 
By SALADIN. 
Price, - - 235 Cente. 


WILLTHE COMING MAN WORSHIP GOD? 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
Price, + «© o , 10 cents, 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY 


No. BOOKS ISSUED, , . .- Price. 
1. Tho Truth Reeker Annual and Freethink- u 
erg Almanao. . . e Deren 2⁵ 
2. 1 diner Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- = 
. Age of Reason, Dhomas Paine.. 35 


e 


a: Angwors p 'istian Questiong 


essem seateveBeccoegeseoo «éö.n ! 


‘OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION, 


Yearly subscribers will receive ‘all the books 
issued during the. year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


. A NINETEENTH OENTUBY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


fe anda 
egg, with 


AUS brother who were left 
ttle money, fair education, an 


among 


sand Tuor CURED : no knife: 
book free, Drs. GRATIGNY & DIX, 


| CANOE No. 163 Elm St, Cincinnati, O. 
Charles Watts's Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. . 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism : : Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Suficient to 
Meet the Needs of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mati and Charles Watts. With Profa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 


Oolonel Ingersoll, and an ‘Introduction. b 
Helen H. "Gardener. 60 pages, 25 conte. id 


A Reply to Father Lamberts 
éTaciles of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. 5 


Christianity : Its Origin, Nature, 


aud Influence, ‘Price, 15 
cents. nie SEE 
The Horrors of the French Revo - 
lation: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
- Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defeotiv as an Ethical 
"Guide. 24 pages. Price,10 cents, 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which Is the More Reasonable? 
24 pages. : Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners Which 2 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 


32 pages... 


Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 


tie. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of UnbelLef. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents, 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
‘Belief and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 


The American Secular Union; Its 


Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands, (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll) 32 pages in cover 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption : : An Open 
Letter to the Rav. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N. Z. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The s ogition of Agnosticism 
Toward Ohtistianity, 8. Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 

: 1 and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. Christianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price; 


5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
f 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


11 MEN RRE TV 


qpportunity, Geo. A. Sco ay, R. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass, says 


Kennedy's Medical Discov- 
ery cures Horrid Old Sores, 
Deep Seated Ulcers of 40 


Fears standing, Inward Tu- 


mors, and every disease oi 
the skin, except Thunder 

Humor, and Cancer that has 
taken root. Price, $1.50. 
Sold by every Druggist in 
the United States and Can- 
ada. 


20 | Fate. Free Will, Free Agency;: 


RELIGION OF MAN 
ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 
HUDSON 7 TUTTLE. 


A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 


of Man.“ 7 | 


CONTENTS : : What is Religion? Fetichiam. Phal- 
lio Worship. Mana Moral Progress Dependent ; 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- | 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, an he Christian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
“Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lation of Spirit. The Law of Moral.Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propenzities. Love. Wis. 
dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and- Obligations of 


Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So. 
Mar- 


ciety to Oriminals. Duty of Belt. Cultare. ` 
riage. Cloth; price, 81.50. 


[LOOKING BACKWARD 


By. Edward Bellamy, 
Author of * « Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” ete. 


It is a thought-breeding b book;: and all ‘who are 
free to receive new ligh find i init satisfaction 
and inspiration.— New Pu. Tribune. 
NL c appeal ways made to & man’s.reason, 
noblest sentiments : never to his gel- 
isanos cation’ of 6 really practicable Sd inst: 
gestion of ar racticable.an i 
ble e odi state greatly in adv ance rd thé présent, | - 
e romantic narrativ.is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—IBoston Traveler. E 
: 2mo,oloth, $1.00; paper, 
Address THE TRU TH BEEKE 


GIRARD'S 
Girard College Theology. | 


AN EXPOSE 
0 the perversi f Stephen Girard’sm $. 
Tiho pervoraion of Rippen Qiran 1 a 


churches and Y Young Men’s 
hristian 


Associa- 


By Rion. B. Wssrsncox, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. - Address THE TRUTH SEREED.- 


What Would Follow . 


"THE ` 


Effacement of OhristianityP]- 


BY GEORGE J AOOB HOLYOAKE. 
` Price, 10 cònta a copy; twelve copies for 31. » 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER., 


Miss Wixon’ s Works. 


Allina Lifetime, A A Liberal Romance. | 


12mo; 300pp.,$1. . 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
Emo, 388pD., $1.25. - 


or Boys and Girls. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


gome and interesting Book, Without Yaupersti- 
tion, for Ohildrenand Youth. Th e Only Free- 
thinkers’ ildren’s: Bee Book ever issued. 

E: full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, nd 
trated covers; 4o, 224pp., boards, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT, G. INGERSOLL, 


Address at the Testimonial t to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


‘UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


Bx JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “ The Real Blasphemers,” * Spir- 
itualiem Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, | 


who is gifted with those rare powers that render | 


the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of’ 
good in furnishing food for thought, We trust it. 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits.—(The American Idea. 


: . Cloth, 12 mo, $1. 
| Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, |: 


ok, THE | 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition... 
. BY T.C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa, -~ 


— 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.] 


THE, TRUTH SEHK ER; SUL 4, 189.1. 


CHAMPIONS, oF "THE CHURCH: 


- “THEIR | 
_Crimés: and Persecution. 


"gilt e dires, $4.50. 
BYD. M. BENNETT. 
, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn’ 8 Works. 


Sunday and the . Sabbath. “A law 
regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- |? 


tian Church. The Thirty-nine 
- Articles of the Christian church are thirty. 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 16 cents. 
The Foolishness of Prayer. "Think 
of a ministers praying God to kill grasshop- 
sre or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
organe of of one against the Oolorado 

E p "Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. 


Price, 10 cents. 


| Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic 
‘Church. Price, 5 cents. 


`- FESTIVAL OF "ASHTAROTH. . 


i A tale 0 Palestine, founded on the destruction of 


the Moabites by the Jews. 
By » O. MIDDLETON. . 


10 cents. 


E 
s SING, BROTHERS, BING. 
"USE THE ^^ 


in your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 

Tug LIBERAL HywN-BOOK contains songs 

|t tho best poets, adapted to well-known tunes, 

highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 

right, Groen, Underwood, Mre, Menken 

„ by all who hav examined it. Price 
Address Tur TRUTH SEEKER OC- 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


palos BY HELEN H. ‘GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT d. INGERSOLL. 
„Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper; 50 cents. 
^ Tho Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
Gale at this office. Price, 50.cents. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I. Evouurion, ANTIQUITY, _ BAOTEBIA, Ero, By 
William Durham, F. R. S. E. 


II. ASTRONOMY, Sun, Moon, Brana, Ero. By Will- 
iam Durham, F. R. S. E. 


"These handy series of volumes on science -of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make Eo interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply a populair need. 

. The price of each is 150 cents in cloth. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 


Br LUDWIG FEUERBAORH. 
Translated from the German by. Geo.: Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


How Can We be Saved? 


Was Jesus Supernaturally Conceived 
and Did He Rise from 
the Dead? 


$100 Reward, 


Paper, 10 cents. ` 8 Sale at This Office. 


Gil 
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from & Life-wasting 
Disease, as the result 
‘of - youthful follies, 
indiscretion, and = 
M In mature 
It sots forsh 


‘dress 
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. ows is an outspoken eral, a human- 

eis a generous patron of the Freethought 

s, He has many t value of 

progressive and suecessful method of Eyer 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Fresthought 


Vberal Meetings. 


Fuss notices are for the benefit of Liberal 


- who mag be visiting the places. where these socie- 


ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
‘Freethought ' Societies meeting regularly can 
hae their gatherings advertised here free.by for- 
warding the necessary information, 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N. V. 


Meets every. Friday. evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 ast 15th street, Lect- 
uros and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The. Newark Liberal League 


Meets every. Bunday 1 afternoon at 8 o’clock at 
aberal exgne Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
„ Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
HDI ut and social questions. TONG free and 
everybody welcome. : 


American Seeular Union, Newark 
Branch, 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7:80. Lectures, debates, and discus. 
sions on all important secular subjects, Pres- 
ident, Henry Bren; Secretary, Oona BELLE 
FLadd. . : 


Brooklyn n Associa. 
tion 

Moots at Fraternity rooms. Bedford &venue and 

South 3d street, Brooklyn. „K. „at 8 P. M., every 

Bunday. Lectures followed by discussion: Plat- 

form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Ablespeskersinterest the audience. .— Truth 
Seeker publicationsalways on handat cheaprates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Mosta semi-monthìy ‘first and third Sundays, at 2 
at the town ha All friends òf human 
‘ultivation are invited. "Manrus HEIGHTON, Seo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 
Of Alliance, O., mete fhe first and fourth Sun- 
daya of eaoh m t Independent Church, at 

30 A.M. Free 1 on all Liberal subjects. 
Mubsoriptions to TRUTH. SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited, R.G. SMITE) Cor. Ser. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P. M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. : 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 
‘Holds, meetin ings every Sunday scuro folio 216 
Ti 


Grand ave., aternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially’ invited 


Des Moines Secular Unien 


Holds re regular. meetings at Mond Templar Hall, 
Flynn E. corner 7th and Locust stroota. 
ectures 670 0 0 by discussion. Friends from 


abroad heartily welcome, 
FRANKLIN STEINER, Pros, 


San Francisco, cal, Freethought 
Society 


Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 42; Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 
tation i is extended toall, Seats free. Y 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday ‘at 7:30 p.m. in Macdon- 
ald’s Hall in Port Angeles, ash. . Leci- 
ures; songs, and select r ding. Discussion in- 
vited on subjects. Liberal iterature distrib- 
uted free. '- Franx Morse, Cor. Seo. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Cal., meets semi-monthly, 

and third Sundays, at 8 d. cooks E t b 

Everybody invited, l. 


Pres.: J. H. MO WII IAM, Bed. Hse 


firat 
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The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walle Walla, Washington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—-Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems.. A large val- 
pub 6 le library is at the service of members and 
REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDER, Sec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash. meu every first and third 

Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 

Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems, The 

greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Pis Mental Liberty." D. E. Rion, Pres. ; 
. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHARLES BREA, Beo. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


Meets every Sunday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, A. M. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend, CoL. A. HARRIS, Pres. 
IsAACB. LEE, Beo. . 


San Antonio (Texas) Liberal Asso- 
ciation 


ts for meets every Friday evening at Liberal Hall, 227 
poop for] East Houston street. Free reading room and oir- 
oung and middle- culating library open every day and evening. 
aged men, suffering | Strangers cordially invited. A. OHAPMAN, Sec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


=| Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


| Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York, 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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ews of the Beek. 


. Ow Sunday the 21st ult. the horse of Rev. 
J. Arthur Dill, Sterling, N. Y., was painted 
red, white, and blue while its owner was 
preaching. The cause of this and other like 
attentions ig the preacher’s reading love 
stories from the pulpit and paying over- 
attention to girls. 


Tonis has Mafia mur- 
ders. 


:  PABRNELL has marrie 
Mrs. O'Bhea. ; 


C OLON EL INGERSOLL 
and John Mackay called 
on President Harrison at 
the White House on the 
24th ult. - 


ANTI-JEWwISH religious 
fanatics are perpetrating 
murders: and riots in 
Corfu, seemingly with 
connivance of the au- 
thorities. 


A oENeUS of Ireland 
just taken is 4 706,162; 
against 8.195.124 in 1841, 
6,514, 473 in 1851, 5.798,- 
624 in 1801, 5.403.759 in 
18815 and 5,160,650 in 


Rev. MR. Bare, 
Adamstown, Pa., has 
been arrested for violat- 
ing postal laws by calling 
Rev. Mr. Spring the 
biggest liar in America ” 
on & postal card. 


2 
2 
T T E a 


zy 


EAE 


E 
ELI 


2 


PREPARATIONS are be- 
ing made to protect the 
German emperor and the 
prince of Wales when 
they ride through Lon- 
don on the 10th from 
jeering by refugee Ger- 
man Socialists and Eng- 
lish baccarat-haters. 


ADELINA Goon, a sales- 


of the Passionist fathers’ 
monastery at Hoboken, 
N.J. She has since been praying with her 
hands above her head almost continually. 


Tux latest Christ appeared at the St. Denis 
Hotel, New York, the management of which 
was anxious to get him away, as his mania 
was accompanied by violence. He says that 
E are several messiahs and that he is one 
of them. 


GinixsPIR and Verner, oil producers of 
Chartiers, Pa., hav been adjudged to pay 
$25 fine and costa for Sunday work. They 
say that if ney stopped Sunday salt water 
would accumulate and ruin their wells. 
They will appeal. 

AT a meeting of Baptist ministers in Boston 
on the 22d ult. Rev. J. B. Stoddard denounced 
secret orders as pernicious to the church and 
said that when a man swears allegiance to 
Masonry he swears allegiance antagonistic to 
God. Rev. Mr. Cleveland rose and said: ‘I 
am a Mason, and hav listened to this scathin 
. gtigmatism of the order in patience, but 
cannot longer listen to such unjust and un- 
called-for abuse,” and then resigned member- 
ship in the convertion. 


A PrrrspurGH paper says that Father 


Mollinger impresses on his patrons that his |: 


prescriptions—often one thousand or one 
thousand five hundred a day—to be efficacious 
must be filled at a certain drug store. He 
then shares the druggist’s receipts. At the 
. railroad station on mornings after great 


attendances hundreds of orlp les and other | - 


sufferers leave for home _ their money 
gone and despair in their faces. Many are 
juna Py the journey, and some are dying. 
Many had scraped together the expenses of 
ticket and a few days’ board, but the boarding- 
house keepers charged unexpectedly high 
and numbers were left without money to 
return. James Hana, of Trenton, N. J., 
said: ‘‘Many of the cures, as far as I can 
learn from sufferers like myself who hav 
been for a week on Troy Hill, are exaggerated, 
and many were not effected as reported. I 
saw two men who, it was ssid, had been 
cured. Both of them were almost as lame as 
when they went to Troy Hill. It has beena 
pitter disappointment to many of us, who 
hav exhausted every cent we had in the 
world in com here. If ever one man in 
the world had faith, I was he. I firmly be- 
lieved that if Father Mollinger laid his hand 
on me and said: ‘Arise and walk,’ im- 
mediately the paralysis of my legs would 
leave me and I should walk. I prayed for a 
week, and one day I threw aside my crutches, 
when the priest laid his hands on my head 
and blessed me. I fell down and hurt my 
back. When I was coming over in the car 
this morning, on my way home, a hopelessly 
blind man opposit to me suddenly began to 
sob, and, wringing his hands, cried: ‘My 
God, I wish I were dead!” I spoke to him, 
and he told me his name was Wright, and 


that he was from Lebanon. He said that he 
had mort, his house in order to come to 


Pittsburgh and be cured.” : 


DS AND RELIGIONS|W 


f i or 
: ANCIENT AND ‘MODERN TIMES 
. I. Givaa Account of all the Gods, in 
Aa ip Mary, and H Bible, 


: 6B 
ms of the World. 


LD'S SAGES, THINKERS, 
^ AND REFORMERS. 
Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 

Teachers, Skeptio 


ists, eto. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
8vo, 1,075pp., oloth, $3; 
her, $4; mor., f. ., $4.50. 
: BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
38 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


BY D. H. BENNETT. _ 
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Gens of Thought, 


ALL our religions are evidently the work of 
man. Napoleon Bonaparte. — . 

Is an unjust war a whole people become 
eriminals.— Bierboter. 


WE often excuse our own want of philan · 
thropy by giving the name of fanaticism to 
the more ardent zeal of others.— Longfellow. 


EVERTwWRHERE is change, 
nowhere is annihilation. 
— Tyndall. 


Man has done much to 
H civilize and humanize 
E God.—Lara. — 


“NATURE and expe- 
Tience” is the watch- 
word of the age.— 
Buchner. 


Ir to kill is a crime, 
to kill much cannot be 
an extenuating circum- 


^ HAZAEL. KILLETH HIS MASTER. 


woman, became insane And it came to pass on the morrow; that he took a 
while praying at the altar 80 that he died; and Hazael reigned in his stead’ .—2 Kings vili, 2. 
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Side Lights on South Sea Missions. 
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Calendar for 1891, 
! Freethought in the United States, 


Disadvantages of Specialism in 


Story of the Year Abroad, - the Advocacy of Reform. A. B. 


| Some Alaskan Myths. Ida C. Crad- 
dock, Corresponding Secretary of 


Shoutin’ Joe. : 
the American Secular Union, Illuse F Joe. Watson Heston, Ilus 


Gaining Ground in England, 


Anent Spooks: Where are They? 
Thaddeus B. Wakeman, 


Where the Roman Catholics Got 
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stance. Hugo. 


Tse public hav an 
insatiable curiosity to 
know everything except 
what is worth knowing. 


Oscar Wilde 


Tur history of Chris- 
tian dogmatism is the 
history of an eighteen 
hundred years’ war 
against Nature and 
Truth.— Oswald. - 


Latin Christianity is 
responsible for the condi- 
tion and progress of Eu. 
rope from the fourth to 
the sixteenth century. 
We hav to examin how 
it discharged its trust.— 
Professor Draper. 


— ALL existing religions 
\ hav immediately pro- 
ceeded to undermine this 
rinciple [of the solidar- 
hy of the race] by divid- 
ing mankind into the 


thick cloth, and dipped it in water, and spread it on his face, lost and the saved, the 


sinners and the saints ; 
by the abominable cal- 
umny that we were con- 
ceived in sin; by the EIOS Immoral doctrin 
of vicarious atonement, the: most flagrant 
inducement to the abuse of life ever imposed 
upon human credulity.— W. C. Owen. 


We are told that the author of hell is a 
being of infinit mercy.—Ingersoll. 


Nong of the Gods has formed the world, 
nor has any man; it has always been.— 
Empedocles. ; 


Tarx as you like, he only suits these States 
whose manners favor the audacity and 
sublime turbulence of the States.— Wa't 
Whitman. 


Tur universe, that is the All, is made 
neither of Gods nor of men, but ever has 
been an eternal living fire, kindling and 
extinguishing.— Heraclitus. 


Rea@arpina the Bible in the light of an 
inspired book, we find ourselvs compelled to 
repudiate altogether the aa teachings 


.| of modern science.—A. B. Moss. 


Waar the greatest thinkers think to day 
the mass of thinkers will think to-morrow, 
and the great army. of non-thinkers will 
assume to be self-evident the day after.— 
S. Laing. 


Ir is not to be doubted that in the early 
history of our earth organisms must hav 
been produced abiogenetically i the origin of 
living things must necessarily hav sprung 
from inorganic matter.— Wundt. 


Ir is now established in the opinion of 
scholars that the world is of immense age, 
and that man has existed upon the earth for 
a much longer period than the story in Gen- 
esis makes possible. The records of the 
earth itself contradict this legend.— Robt. C. 
Adams. 


WHEN men respect human life for the sake 
of man, tranquillity, order, and progress go 
hand in hand; but those who only respected 
human life because God had forbidden mur- 
der hav set their mark upon Europe in fifteen 
centuries of blood and  flre.— Professor 
Clifford. i 


Oxk thing may be unhesitatingly pro- 
claimed by modern science, viz., that organ- 
ized things are no more the results of separate 
creations than the so-called unorganized 
ones; that they are nothing more than special 
forms in which universal matter appears, and 
from which, like all the other individualized 
bodies, they hav gradually evolved.— Graber. 


ArMosT all the ancient philosophers are 
agreed in regarding the universe as eternal. 
Ocellus Lukanus says expressly, in speakin 
of the universe, that it has always been an 
ever wil be. Allunprejudiced persons will 
feel the force of the axiom that out of noth- 
ing nothing comes. Creation, in the accep- 
tation in which the word is used by the mod- 
erns, is a theological subtlety.— D. Holbach. 
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i 7 RRPLTIIxd to a newspaper desire for his chief end and aim.’ Space will not permit A RATHER interesting point was recent! 
dotes and £ lippings. view on the cultivation of the race, Alfred | of my arguing the matter out, but, to put it brought up by the Paris Figaro: A 5018 
— —— — —— T. Story writes: I find that our later Chris- briefly, I think the day will come when a of strong religious convictions refuses the 
„How about the government Indian tian theology had tended greatly to degrade true man would as soon strip himself in the hand of her daughter to the man she loves, 
school?” said a speaker in Congress recently. man; it sets before him such an unworthy | market-place as go to God with a supplica because he is bound by a vow to his dying 
‘To illustrate, this bill contains a clause ap- | motiv as the saving of his own skin as his] tion for his own advancement or salvation.’” | father never to be married in church or to 


propriating $25,000 to 
establish a government 


take part in a religious 
ceremony; the girl dies 


school. This sum is used 


to procure the land and 


. erect the building. Then 


we select & corps of 


teachers and employees, 


all to be paid out of the 
public treasury; we equip 
the school with Bibles 
and hymn-books paid for 
-out of the public treas- 
ury; then we put the 
school in charge of some 
political theologian or 


theological politician 


[laughter] who receives 
his salary from. the pub- 
lic treasury. This super- 
intendent impresses his 
peculiar views of relig- 
jon, whether Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Catholic, 
or Baptist, on the school, 
allat the expense of the 
public treasury.” 


Hip 
Mi 


EXE 
lj 


I 


Tux New York Sun 
has discovered and pub- 
lished two letters by 
Thomas Jefferson and 
Thomas Paine on the 
purchase of Louisiana. 
Anextract from Paine's 
is this : ** The established 
religion is Roman; but 
in what state it is as to-ex- 
terior ceremonies (such 
as processions and cele- : 
bration) “I. know not. 
Had the cession to France 
continued with her, re- 
ligion I suppose would 
hav been put on the same 
footing as it is in that 
country, and there no 
ceremonial of -religion 
can appear in the Streets 
or highways; and the 
same regulation is par- 
ticularly. necessary now 
or there will soon be 
quarrels and tumults be- 
tween the settlers and the 
new. The Yankees will 
not move out of the road 
for a little wooden Jesus 
stuck on a stick and 
carried in procession nor 
kneel in the dirt to a 
wooden Virgin Mary. As 
we do not govern the 
territory as provinces but 
incorporated as states, 
religion there must be on 
the same footing it is 
here, and Catholics hav 
the same rights as Catho- 
lics hav with us and no 
others.“ 


MIC 


| 


empen "| 


ES 


Tar papal encyclical 
on the labor question is 
being forwarded to all 
the sovereigns and heads 
of governments, richly 
bound and accompanied 


of a broken heart, the 
mother to the last refus- 
ing the concession which 
would hav saved her 
daughter's life. The Fi. 
garo asked its readers 
whether, under the cir- 
cumstances, the mother 
was justified in withhold- 
ing her consent. In all, 
the editor received 1,431 
answers. Six hundred 
and twenty-one writers 
considered the mother 
justified in preferring 
death for her daughter 


to the dishonor of con- 
tracting a marriage un- 
blessed by the church; 


570 blamed the mother, 


while 200 avoided a di- 


rect answer and sug- 


gested various solutions 


of the problem. 


Tux pope will distrib- 
ute three hundred titles 
and decorations to Papal 
Zouaves in Canada. 


Rey. A. C. Drxon, of 
Brooklyn, has been de- 
claiming against the 
stage. According to this 
dogmatic divine, the 
watchword of the stage 
is revenge." “Read 
Shakspere right 
through,” he declares, 
“and you will find that 
this is so.” What a nar- 
row mind must a man 
hav, exclaims the Sun, . 
how pitiably blind to wit 
and wisdom, beauty and 
pathos, must he be who 
can read all the plays of 
Shakspere and find in 
them nothing but the sin- 
gle motiv of revenge! 
The Rev. Mr. Dixon is 
like one who journeys 
from Dan to Beersheba 
and exclaims, ‘It is all 
barren.” “I went my- 
self,” he continues, ‘to 
a theater to see ''The 
Old Homestead,’ and 
when I came back I felt 
as if I would like to 
murder somebody. Such 
was the effect it had 
upon me.” What man- 
ner of man is it in whom 
the mild and pathetic 
incidents of The Old 
Homestead ” excite only 
evil passions? 


Says Dr. David Dudley 


Field: Our noble Ing. 
lish tung, alredy spoken 
over more of the erth’s 
surface than any other 
7 living tung, and yet 


by autograph letters from the holy father. the rod and spoil the child” is a biblical in-“ Rockronn, Il., young men are boycotting to be spoken over pate 115 rs gh p 
Another edition will be gent to ministers of | junction, and that shaming a child in school, | the Court Street M. E. church. The pastor jso many anomalies an a "pues 10 8111 
state and leading politicians and distinguished | and putting him on his knees, and striking i advised his congregation not to. patronize the] many arbitrary ber Qu Coe Minden 
writers on economic questions. Leo is try- him with a ruler, hav been Christian insti», Coots Street-car Company and park, which | them that he is y d 9 50 will rescue it, 
ing hard to get himself at the ‘head of the] tutions “‘ for many thousands of years.“ do business on Sunday, and the Young | but haild as a deliverer w. 15 à a 
labor movement. Finally, he shows the religious ethical im- People’s Society refused to employ the | and, at the sacrifice of presen ar sete 

portance of punishment in the school: A steamer Arrow for picnic purposes because giv future ease to Fx pere ie ng ns 

Pror Musrouersxy, of Russia, is a bitter child severely punished by the teacher for it ran on Sundays. Some young men hav | til the end of e Bu : a i Yer 

enemy of a new idea that school-children | his failings is made to feel that there is eternal | started a paper, the signers of which pledge | TRUTH SEEKER try 7 vi e, d as E ipa 
should not be flogged in the same manner. as punishment in store for all the sins of omis- themselvs not to attend any services of the by the dropping of silent and uncalled- 
in the past. He shows that not to spare! gion and of commission.” Court Street church. letters in many words. 


- 
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"E Communications.: of iron” (Judges i, 19). Now, when I read this and 


“chariots of iron,” I was tempted to think the old 
woman might hav been right when she said, “ God 
can’t turn a grindstone both ways at the same 
lime." John i, 18, says: No man hath seen God 
at any time,” and Isaiah says (vi, 1), "In the year 
that King Uzziah died, I saw, also, the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up.” I coincide with 
Jack, yet I really desire to see “ the Lord lifted up.” 
“Whom [God] no man hath seen nor can see” is 
what 1 Tim. vi, 16, tells us; yet we see by Gen. 
xxxii, 30, “For I hav seen God face to face, and my 
life i& preserved.” And again, Ex. xxxiii, 20, informs 
that No man shall see God and liv,” and Ex. xxxiii, 
23, says God took away his hand and showed some: 


Jehovian Christianity. 


Let us inspect the science promulgated by the in- 
spired bosh. According to God this earth has four 
corners, therefore it is flat. See the Revelation of 
John the imbecil of Patmos, chapter vii, verse 1 ; it 
is, “ And after these things I saw four angels stand- 
ing on the four corners of the earth, holding the 
four winds of the earth, that the wind should not 
blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.” 

Hither the earth has four corners or John was a 
lunatic. In those sacred dsys when God dictated 
this verse the belief in a fiat earth was common even 
to uninspired fools. A few hundred years ago when 
an uninspired son of nature proclaimed the earth 
was spherical and revolved around the sun, the Bible 
was used by Ohristians to prove his lunacy. Who, I 
pray, was the idiot, Hydrocephalous John or Coper- 
nicus? Job also was unaware of the rotundity of 
the earth. Let him bawl out, ix, 6, Which [God] 
shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars 
thereof tremble.” When Job boiled out, all his 
acquaintances believed the earth was mounted on 
pillars. Some of those ancient savants went further 
and said the pillars were carried on the back of a 
huge turtle. God's bosh teaches that the sun rises 
and sets. Let us again go to the bawler, ix, 7, 
* Which [God] commandeth the sun and it riseth 
not.” Job knew little. That little did not include 
a remedy for boils. It is only about three hundred 
years since Copernicus discovered the true relations 
of the solar system. At that time, Martin Luther, 
with Bible proof, charged Copernicus with being a 
fool, and called him an ignorant astrologer for assert- 
ing what the Bible clearly refuted. Even Brother 
Talmage will now admit Copernicus was right and 
Luther and God’s botch wrong. Is Martin Luther 
to be trusted in theology? Let him speak for him- 
self. “Every doer of the law and évery moral 
worker is accursed, for he walketh in the presump- 
tion of his own righteousness” (Table Talk) If 
men only believe enough in Christ they can commit 
adultery and murder a thousand times a day without 
periling their salvation” (Ibid). ‘He that says the 
gospel requires works for salvation, I say flat. and 
plain, he is a liar” (Ibid) Such we find to be the 
teachings of Martin Luther, and “of such is the king- 
dom of heaven.” Luther's science and moral theories 
were bad; could he not also hav been mistaken 
about Protestantism? To-day, when Jasper in the 

sunny South asserts “de sun do move,” he forces 
the laugh of even Christians. The Bible, Luther, 
and Jasper are inspired. 

Concerning the seat of intellect let Christ tell 
what he knows. Matt. xiii, 15, saye, “For this 
people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull 
of hesring, and their eyes they hav closed: lest at 
any time they should see with their eyes, and hear 
with their ears, and should understand with their 
heart, and should be converted, and I should heal 
them.” What a magnificent portrayal of a Ohristian 
who refuses to peruse Infidel literature. Why did 
not Jesus allude to the drain instead of the heart? 
The rest of his references are scientific. Why were 
not all? When he was in Jerusalem the people sup- | 
posed, and continued to be deceived for centuries 
after his crucifixion, that the breast and not the 
head contained the mind. 

Science—what we know—is entirely at variance 
with God's holy word. No living scientist of 
great reputation believes in the plenary inspi- 
ration of God’s holy word. No living scientist of 
great reputation believes in the plenary inspira- 
tion of God's botch. The great death-blow struck 
Ohristianity in the discoveries of Oharles Darwin. 

. The Origin of Species," and “Descent of Man,” 
sre books written by this illustrious thinker which 
all intelligent Christians should read. It may 
be interesting to state that no naturalist worthy the 
name is not a disciple of Darwin. Even many theo- 
logians are, and hav deposited Moses in the tomb of 
discredit and sculptured a /yre in memoriam on his 
sepulcher. 

If the Bible is actually the word of God, it cer- 
tainly does not contradict itself. What would you 
think of a witness who told several different stories 
in court? God’s word contains hundreds of self. 
contradictions. We will note a few. “ Therefore, 
Michal, the daughter of Saul, had no child unto the 
day of her death” (2 Sam. vi, 23). It's alie, for here is 
Sam with “the five sons of Michal, the daughter 
of Saul” (2 Sam. xxi, 8). You see Sam either. 
lied, or else Michal, thé daughter of Saul,” gave 
birth to five sons on the day of her death. Sam 
was not very cute, for before he had penned twenty- 
two chapters of his great work, he contradicted 
himself. Do you find contradictions in my essay, 
dear reader? If you do not it isa sure indication 
that I am inspired by Satan. Samuel, you know, 
was inspired by God. Of course everyone knows 
with God all things are possible." Ves, And the 
Lord was with Judah, and he drave out the inhab- 
itants of the mountain ; but could not drive out the 


Baptist exactly the same words it utters to the 


forth to the Episcopalian? Does it murmur the 
same sweet promises to Presbyterian and Universal- 
ist? Does it teach Oatholics precisely what it does 
Protestants? Is it the divulgence to the Infidel 
that it is to the religious cliques? Is the way of 
life so plain that even a fool cannot err therein ? 

Some folks—chiefly human dronee—seem to 
.hav a mountainous regard for the Bible. They sp- 
pear to think that only therein are found principles 
which are suitabie stone and mortar with which na- 
tions should be built. This book, if from God, 
should contain only the purest, clean thought. For 
vulgarity, however, the holy hash is unrivaled. The 
vilest imagination cannot father. filthier offspring 
than God’s word furnishes. The reader is referred 
to the forthcoming selections to prove my assertion : 
Isa. xxxvi, 12, “ That they may eat their own, 
and drink their own with you.” The reasons 
we insert this fragment are: 1. Because it is the 
word of God; 2. Because the Bible, from which it 
is extracted, is a book said by our postmaster-general 
to be fit for men, women, and children to study; 3. 
Because I wish every person in Christendom to 
know of this inspired language, for I am satisfied 
that few Obristians up to date know of all the 
„wonderful things in the Bible I see.” Acting with 
those said reasons, we will now set forth more of 
God's sacred smut: Isa. iii, 17, “ And the Lord will 
discover their ——.” Job xl, 17, “He moveth his 
like a cedar ; the sinews of his —— are wrapped 
together. Ezek. ix, 12, Thou shalt bake with 
——— that cometh out of man.” Will Brother Tal. 
mage please read to his congregation Gen. xxxviii 
—nastiness? Will some pious party closely inspect 
Lev. xv, 16-83? Let him pore over Solomon’s Song, 
vii. In fact, let him read the entire book of God. 
The Oatholic church, concerning this sacred scum, 
has taken the proper position. What a beautiful 
book is the Obristian’s Bible to read in public schools. 
What splendid things for youth to hear. Protestant 
parsons condemn the theologichl works of Dens and 
Liguori—Oatholic—with denunciations of divine 
gall; but, with great circumspection, they invariably 
fail to mention that those works are only equaled in 
filth by the ancient asininity of the great Jehovah. 
Let us hav a little fairness, even in religious contro- 
versy. What attitude toward dirty polygamy does 
God’s sacred slush assume? Was not Solomon the 
wisest spirit ever prisoned in house of dust? Did 
not “before the world was, I am” giv him seven 
hundred wives and three hundred concubines? . Oon- 
sequently polygamy is a virtue sought after by the 
wise. Thus Mormonism is heavenly wisdom. Who 
will illustrate the attempted loving sacrifice of the 
cherishing damsel Abishag? What a conspicuous 
habitation she must adorn in the “city not made 
with hands.” . Wonder if she’s with David now! 
What illustrious patriarchal enemies of the wine-cup 
were Lot and Noah.. How fearfully wicked mankind 
once was for them to hav been the fairest speci- 
mens. What a horrible crime the “looking back- 
ward” Mra. Lot committed compared with the sub- 
sequent conduct of her man and daughters. Why 
was aot! the “pillar of salt“ used to preserve the 
face! " 
Having learned a little about the origination, 
beliefs, etc., of Jehovian Ohristianity, let us ascer- 
tain its most important methods of civilizing the 
world. 

If anything has cursed humanity it is alcoholic 


evil? The Bible favors the sale of. strong drink. 
Any saloonkeeper of common intelligence knows 
that Jesus Ohrist was a wine drinker, that he made 
and gave it away free of charge. If it is not wrong 
to freely giv an article, it certainly is not wicked to 
sell the same. 1 Tim. v, 23, of God's sacred scum tells 
us to “drink no longer water, but use a little wine 
for thy stomach’s sake and thine often infirmities.” 
Then why do not parsons, like Ohrist, make wine 
'and distribute it among their parishioners? I don't 
see how our parsons can transgress God's command 
and try to binder an inebriate from fixing up his 
stomach. Oar pious people who admire so much 
the religion of the “ pilgrim fathers,” and who desire 
to suppress and annihilate the liquor business, 


inhabitants of the valley, because they had chariots | 


saw God could not successfully operate. against. 


one his back part. Does revelation speak to the. 


Methodist? Does it inform the Unitarian all it sets 


drink. But why should clergymen rant against this 


hould suggest as a means of extermination the 
method of the Puritans in dealing with the sacred 
sling-sin. Our admirable ancestors insisted that 
the most pious church-member in a village should be 


the toddy trade. No sinner or Infidel in the days 


of the Puritans was permitted to sell liquor. I once 
heard a minister lament that “the stars in mind are 
all swallowed by the toddy trade.” It may be. At 
any rate, judging from statistics, they sre not to be 
found among clergymen. I am told the parsons: 
create more idiotic sons than do either the doctors 
or lawyers. Yet the greatest man in this world is a 
clergyman’s son. I am afraid, however, that this 
fact will afford the Talmages little consolation, for 
his name is Ingersoll. Nearly every Protestant 


parson of to-day dares to differ with God and Jesus 


by being a disciple of total abstinence. A few isolated 
texts in the sacred book appear to indicate these 
“called” are instructed by God to arraign the great 
error. But why did not the pious parsons of one 
hundred years ago find in the holy orders these 
warnings against strong drink? Plenty of people 
are still living who well recollect that a few years 
ago the parson was frequently punched and toddied 
every visit to members of his flock. “Ah! my 
friends!” the old-time honest pious parson gloried 
in such sacred words as these: “ Drink thy wine 
with a merry heart; for God now accepteth thy 
works” (Ecel. ix, 7); Wine that maketh glad the 
heart of man” (Ps. civ, 15); “ Wine which cheereth 
God and man” (Jud. ix, 18); “Giv strong drink 
unto him that is ready to perish,” etc.; Drink, yea, 
drink abundantly, O, believers. And the stomach 
remedy text. Such is the manner in which our 
heavenly father “tells of his love in the book he has 
given.” : 

It has taken Christianity about eighteen hundred 
years to find out that alcohol is a spirit far worse 
‘than its imaginary “evil one.” Let us see how Infi- 
dels hav regarded this spiri¢—that corrupt class wh 
disbelieve in the “evil one." The first temperance 
paper published in Europe was published by an Infi- 
del, Joseph Lindsay. The first temperance paper 
published in America was published also by an Infi- 
del—William Lloyd Garrison—a Spiritualist. And 
the first book ever written in favor of total abstinence 
had an Atheist, the worst kind of an Infidel, for an 
author—Judge Herttell. All this is singular, is it 
not? Remember, the Bible had been in existence over 
a thousand years, God had shown some one his 
back part, Ohrist had been here and gone there, 
Ohristian pulpits had been pounded for eighteen 
hundred years, and theology had held full sway over 
man’s intellect; yet Infidels first dared to publicly 
fight intemperance. Rather remarkably strange, 
seeing us Infidels are so corrupt, according to 
Talmage! . 

. Millions and millions of dollars hav been given by 
believers for the purpose of converting to Jehovian 
Christianity so-called heathen, many of whom liv 
more moral lives than the donors. How much good 
this vast expenditure of money for missions hag 
accomplished will never be determined until after 
Infidels hav “called for the rocks and mountains to 
fall on them.“ An archdeacon of Bombay says that 
“for every truly converted Obristian the drinking 
practices of English Ohristians hav made a thousand 
drunkards.” -No doubt it is true. While in Florida 
I formed the acquaintance of an Englishman who 
owned a large grocery store, who preached to the 
nativs every Sunday about Christ, and who, without 
jest, wes apparently a gentleman. But he sold pine- 
apple cider, and being enticed by its pretty color, 
one day I drank three glasses of this beverage. The 
effect was such upon me that while I write I hav not 
myself much confidence in the civilizing effect of 
English religion. The Abbe Dubois labored as a 
missionary in Indie for thirty years. He states that. 
during twenty years he made only between two and 
three hundred converts. He says “of this number 
two-thirds were pariahs or beggars, and the rest 
were shudrag, vagrants, and outcasts of several tribes. 
And I will declare it with shame and confusion that 
I do not remember anyone who embraced Ohristian- 
ity from conviction and from quite disinterested 
motives. And many of them apostatized and relapsed 
into paganism.” He concludes by owning that those 
who continued Christians were the very worst of his 
flock. Here is a paragraph from the Watchman, a 
periodical Christians cannot refuse to allow the claims 
of: “A gentleman who has recently returned from 
extensiv travels in India told the writer that in one 
of their cities he delivered an address upon Chris- 
tianity to an audience of three hundred Brahmans, 
who spoka better English than he did, and who 
afterward came in large numbers to his bungalow 
asking him to answer the arguments against Chris- 
tianity in a tract they handed him, which he found 
to be one of Oolonel Ingersoll's speeches.” You 
see those Brahmans not only * spoke better English,” 
but possessed better sense, than the missionary. 
With the colonel’s brain reaching into India I am 
afraid the pious missionaries will make few converts. 
Christian missions. are nearly all stupendous hum- 
bugs. Why nót quit the happy heathen and spend 
money wasted paying taxes on church property, thus 
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alleviating poverty in America? Obristian missions 
hav introduced rum all over this world. Leb us dis- 
miss this repulsiv subject. 

How does Christianity stand in relation to the 
rights of woman? "We will investigate thie matter. 
. We will quote firet from the man who desires every- 

one to be tossed into the “bottomless pit.” “The 
men who declare that woman is the intellectual infe- 
rior of man do not, and cannot by offering themselvs 
in evidence, substantiate their declaration.” This is 
- hell's opinion—the mind of Bob Ingersoll, so named 
by disrespectful Ohristians. Now let us go to sacred 
St. Paul. Wives, submit yourselvs to your own 
husbands” (Ool. iii, 18). “As the church is subject 
unto Ohrist, so let the wives be to their own hus- 
bands in everything” (Eph. v, 24). “Let woman 
learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not 
a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the 
man, but to be in silence. For Adam was first 
formed, then Eve; and Adam was not deceived, but 
. the woman being deceived was in the transgression” 
(1 Tim. ii, 11-14). According to Paul, what? Why, 
the most damnable doetrin relativ to woman's rights 
ever concsived. Paul also says the only object for a 
Ohristian to marry is to satisfy lust to avoid burning. 
He remarks, It is good for a man not to touch a 
woman; nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every 
man hav his own wife.” Why do not the Talmages 
follow Paul's advice and- become Ostholic priests? 
Many of our parsons would make good priests. Let 
us see what Moses thought about the ladies. And 
thy desire shall ba to thy husband, and he shall rule 
over thee” (Gen. iii, 16). This is what God said, 
and his sacred smut degrades woman for the sole 
reason that Ere ate the famous apple. Everyone 
who is posted relativ to Jehovian Obristianity knows 
that this species of religion, through its Eden gar- 
den, Eve, and apple yarn, degraded woman for cent- 
uries. And also that “the first statesmen of recent 
times to urge equal political righta for women were 
two French Infidels, Sieyes and Oondorcet.” The 
women of Ameriea at the head of this movement for 
perfect liberty, Mary Wolstonecraft, Frances Wright, 
Ernestine L Rose, Elizabeth Oady Stanton, Susan 
B. Anthony, Amy Post,” ètc., are not Jehovian Chris. 
tians. Let me say here before I forget, that when it 
was first proposed to use sulphuric ether to lessen 
the pains of childbirth, Ohristians resisted, because 
God had said to woman (see Moses’s mud): “In 
sorrow shalt thou bring forth children.” People 
once thought it was a sin to violate any of God's 
commands. Nowadays even Ohristians dislike pain. 
Still another thing I wish to insert here, though out 
of place, is, that when Raikes less than one hundred 
years since proposed to hav Sundsy-schools, the 
churches at first violently antagonized his project. 
These schools now, by bastiling youthful minds, 
manufacture all our Ohristians. I olaim that an 
intelligent being who in infancy and childhood has 
not been taught to believe, in manhood cannot be 
made a believer. Without calling Sunday-schools a 
blessing, I respectfully ask some one to state only a 
single reform which has not been fought against in 
the name of Ohrist. 

Human slavery—an institution which permits all 
crimeé—-was fostered by God; see his Bible, Gen. ix, 
25; Lev. xxv, 45, 46; Joel iii, 8; Er. xxi, 2-4; Tim. 
vi, 1; Titus ii, 9; Eph. vi, 5; 1 Pet. ii, 18. And his 
only son, the carpenter Jesus, said not a word 
against this damnably divine doctrin. This slimy 
serpent erawled along down the centuries, contam- 
inating and corrupting the entire world. Finally it 
was attacked and its head snavped off. Wholed the 
attack? Was it Christians? Was it a parson? Let 
us post ourselvs. That villainous despotism, slavery, 
we must recollect, existed when Jesus was on earth. 
Now, Jesus knew what an awful curse it then was. 
He saw the future life of man mapped out before 
him. He knew that between the years 1860 and 1865 
over a half million saviors would be sacrificed that 
slavery should nevermore curse the United States. 
He said nothing against slavery. Instead of casting 
out a few devils, why did not Jesus cast out slavery ? 
Why did not this redeemer say, “Thou shalt not 
traffic in human beings?” The fact is, Ohrist loved 
human slavery. The New Testament advocates it. 
Christians owned siaves during all the centuries. 
And only a few short years ago said Rev. Dr. Wilbur 
Fisk, president of the Wesleyan University, “ The 
New Testament enjoins obedience upon the slave as 
an obligation due to a present rightful authority.” 
Only a few short years ago said Rev. Moses Stuart, 
of Andover, “The precepts of the New Testament 
respecting the demeanor of slaves and their masters 
beyond all question recognize the existence, of 
slavery.” Only a few years ago said Professor 
Hodge, of Princeton, “ The savior found it [slavery] 
around him, the apostles met it in Asia, Greece, and 
Italy. How did they treat it? Not by denunciation 
of dlave-holding as necessarily sinful.” Only a few 
years ago said Rev. Dr. Taylor, principal of the 
. theological department of Yale College, “I hav no 
doubt that if Jesus Ohrist were on earth now, he 
would, under certain circumstances, become a slave- 
holder.” Slavery flourished in America because the 
Bible plainly teaches it ig all right; because ante- 


bellum divines more honestly interpreted the Bible 
than do ministers now; and because Christians were 
not sufficiently Infidelized. Let us see what Infidelity 
did toward obliterating slavery in this country, 
“ Prominent among the old-time Abolitionists were 
three Infidels—William Lloyd Garrison, Gerritt 
Smith, and Wendell Philips. Here are the names of 
a few of their aids: Parker Pillsbury, Henry O. 
Wright, Elizur Wright, Stephen Foster, Abby Kel- 
ley, Frances Wright, and Lucretia Mott; every one 
of them Infidels.” And any one of them far superior 
to any crucified savior in heroism. These people 
sought to abolish what? Raluctantly, perhaps, the 

Christian is forced to answer, a doctrin of Christianity. 

While every blessed minister of God in the South 
was proving by the sacred scare-crow that slavery 

was from heaven, neatly every clergyman in the 

North favored slavery or was a silent coward. Sev. 

enty-five years ago no orthodox church in the North 

would open its doors to an opponent of slavery. Is 

not this strange? Is it not also singular, considering 

all the tracts issued by Christians to attract sheep 

into the fold of Obrist,” that during the antislavery 

crusade not a single tract was issued by any church 

against property in human flesh and blood? I am 

aware that some little support was given by the pul- 

pit to this great Infidel movement, but it came 
principally from such men as William Ellery Oban- 
ning, Theodore Parker, and Henry Ward Beecher ; 
and if these men were not after all Infidels, then the. 
orthodox church is to day a liar. Lot it be under- 

stood that it was Ohristians—not Infidels—who 

dragged Garrison through Boston's streets. Aud 
why? Simply because he rebelled against our 
Lord,” and wished to plead that black sheep 
might occupy as good a fold on earth as white 
sheep. God, Ohrist, the Ghost, hell, heaven, and 
Satan could not subdue the enthusiasm of Garrison. 

Said he: "Iam in earnest. I will not equivocate. 

I will not excuse. I will not retract a single inch, 
and Z will be heard /" He was heard on earth while 
millions disturbed the atmosphere with prayers to 
God that human slavery might forever be. Those 
prayers to heaven were, as usual, not answered. 
Then there are names of other Infidels connected 
inseparably with this great reform. Abraham Lin- 
eolp, whose equal, in many substantial respects, never 
before lived, was a skeptic. It is not necessary to 
now narrate the story of his part in the nation’s 
history. We will place for inspection the nanie of 
this son of nature with that of a Obristian, John 
Wilkes Booth, his assassin. Lincoln in his early. 
years wrote an Infidel book. It was never published, 
however, as the fact that he was elected president 
evidences. He often voiced this shrewd expression, 
“It will not do to investigate the subject of religion 
too closely, as it is apt to lead to Infidelity.” Oharles 
Sumner was another apostle of liberty who was an 
Infidel, and although I do not know, I will bet the 
bully Brooks, who assaulted him in the Senate, wag & 
Obristian. He who believes the Bible must admit 
that slavery was once a blessing ; that God favored 
it; and that when God countenanced it, his adversary, 
the devil, objected to it. If slavery is now a crime, 
will Talmage or one of his coadjutors tell me when 
God concluded it was? And at that time did Satan 
also change his mind and seek to perpetuate what 
he previously desired to annihilate? The orthodox 
theory of mysticism is that all evil in this world is 
caused by the devil, although God did “raise the 
devil.” ‘Therefore, if an individual commits sin the 
devil has him, and conversely, where a non-mercenary 
act is effected God is manager of the actor. Now, 
remembering the inaugurators of the slavery reform 
were Infidels, which, I ask, of the two imaginary 
governors of man owned these Infidels when they 
warred slavery? Also, is it possible for one to be 
an Infidel and not be in the dévil's clutches? Also, 
Mr. Talmage, which one of your living incomprehen- 
sibilities has a lien on the writer? Northern Chris- 
tianity is now ashamed of its slavery record. The 
only ludicrous part of this sorrowful reflection is, 
that, after cherishing slavery for hundreds of years, 
after this vice had reddened the South with blood, the 
churches hav the effrontery to boastfully claim they 
released the blacks from bondage. Even the pope 
joins in the demand for honor. Honor for what ? 
For obliterating part of the inspired meaning of the 
Bible. That is al. Soon, when Infidels hav com- 
pelled Christians to rely wholly on reason, the 
churches, I suppose, will claim credit for that also. 

Apropos of slavery, let us speak of Jefferson 
Davis. I once knew of a Northern parson who said 
there was not dirt enough to cover Mr. Davis. His 
parson, however, entertained a somewhat different 
regard for this truly Ohristian gentleman. Let us 
take a sensible view of this matter. Mr. Davis 
knew God authorized slavery in the Holy Land. He 
knew Obrist did not consider ita sin. He knew the 
Bible sanctioned bondage of every description. He 
knew it was & thoroughly Obristian vice. 

He knew a few rank Infidels first violently and 
persistently suggested that slavery might not be quite 
the right thing. He knew the Abolition movement 
was started by Infidels. He perhaps knew his rival, 
Lincoln, was an Infidel. He knew every pulpiteer 


in the slave states favored slavery. I now ask, what 
evil did Mr. Davis do? Did he not fight for what 
Jehovah, Christ, and Paul thought perfectly proper ? 
Why heap needless dirt on Mr. Davis? He was 
born a Christian, lived a Christian, died a Christian, 
was given & Christian burial, was eulogized by thou- 
sands of Ohristian parsons, and he is now residing 
in * the Ohristian's home of glory," resting calmly in 
Abraham’s boson, willingly watching with childish 
innocence Abraham Lincoln yell in hell * with the 
devil and his angels." 

The remark made by the Northern parson about 
Mr. Davis if delivered in the Christian state of Mir- 
sissippi would almost insure him a dismissal from 
earth consisting in an aerial elevation by means of a 
rope. 

Many parsons preach doctrins to suit their hearers. 
I admire Jefferson. Davis. Hewas an honest man. 
His slaves he never misused. He was intelligent. 
He was not a coward. His Mexican war record testi- 
fies to his bravery. All I dislike respecting Mr. Davis 
are his Jehovian qualities. - 

Obviously history portrays the churches as ever 
attempting to coffin progress. When the arb of 
printing was discovered the Ohristian church de- 
nounced it as the work of Satan. Faust, the inventor, 
was stigmatized a copartner with the devil, and efforts 
were made to deprive him of his life. When this 
sublime invention was introduced into Engiand the 
pious bishop of London, addressing a convocation of 
his clergy, said, “If we do not destroy this. danger- 
ous invention it will one day destroy us.” I am anx- 
ious to think he prophesied correctly. Why did not 
Obrist, if it is so necessary to believe he was the 
incarnate son of God, invent the printing-press and 
print his gospel, thus furnishing sufficient evidence 
of his divinity? Print has enlightened the world, 
not religion. : : 

The great bulldog, orthodoxy, of Christianity, has 
constantly crouched in the path of progress. Once 
his malignant jaws, with the ferocity of Jehovah, 
devoured all who incurred his displeasure. A few 
Infidels attacked him with the discoveries of thought. 
He bit and barked with hydrophobic madness. The 
attack of genius has been renewed again and again, 
and the nineteenth century’s closing years see this 
cursed cur dwell solely in realms of ignorant repose, 
from out of which an occasional snap and snarl is 
heard to indicate this cruel monster yet survives. 
And all God's Bibles and all God's men cannot put 
orthodoxy where it was again. 

The reason is palpable why skepticism has origi- 
nated all reforms. It is this: Christianity at all times 
is a perfect system. Whatever is, is for the best 
through God, and it is not necessary to combat what 
the “son of man" failed to spesk against. Our 
Lord” told of all wickedness, such a3 possession of 
devils, witchcraft’; of riches; of honest unbelief, etc. 
Therefore, what is the use of fighting what Infidels 
alone claim are existing evils, for we shall migrate to 
realms of eternal bliss in a few years, and it makes 
little difference what we endure on this earth? 

The Christian side-show by fixing man’s mind on 
“mansions in the skies" has thus checked the ad- 
vance of progress. Thus we hav given the reasons 
why the suggesters of and leaders in nearly every 
reform hav bsen Infidels. The Ohrist-adorers hav 
ever at the starb furiously objected to all good 
changes, but after the accomplishment hav always 
been cheeky enough to praise themeelvs for correct- 
ing themselvs. l 

What is a hell-fire Ohristian? Ans. Oae who is 
amused blowing soap-bubbles in a world of misery. 
It does not palliate our conduct to say suffering is 
brought by man’s folly. It is the result of igno- 
rance; every wail of agony, every disease, every 
premature death, I repeat, is the result of our and 
our ancestors’ ignorance of nature's laws. Stop 
your foolish threats of divine revenge and help edu- 
cate the masses. It is impossible to estimate the 
detriment superstition has been to the welfare of 
humanity. Raligion is a good if itis a good religion. 
Lacking the necessity of belief to day's Christianity 
would be tolerable. As it is, it is a nuisance. 

= i Epwrx M. Begone. 

— . — — 

Curistranrry is alleged to be a supernatural, hie- 
torical fact. The historical sciences can be made to 
show—and, to my mind, beyond the possibility of 
contradiction—that it is not a supernatural fact, and 
that there never bas been such a thing as a super- 
natural fact. We do not reject miracles upon the 
ground of a priori reasonings, but upon the ground 
of critical and historical reasoning. We hav no 
difficulty in proving that miracles do not happen in 
the nineteenth century, and that the stories of mi- 
raculous events said to bav taken place in our day 
are based upon imposture and credulity. But the 
evidence in favor of the so-called miracles of the last 
three centuries, or even of those of the Middle Ages, 
is weaker still; and the same may be said of those 
dating from a still earlier period, for the further 
back one goes the more difficult does it become to 
prove a supernatural fact.— Renan. 


To plow is to pray.— Ingersoll. 
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The American Cerular Anion. 


R. B. WESTBROOK, President. 


a total of five cents. Think what might be accom. 
plished if every Liberal in the Uaited States were 
likewise to send in his penny to the American Secular 
Union within the next thirty days ! 

First of all, we could stop bothering you with ap- 
peals for money for the rest of the year. We could 
print and issue a thousand pamphiets where we now 
issue a dozen. We could hav, in some central logs- 
tion, a reading-room where all the most radical booka, 
and especially the Liberal papers, could always be 
on hand, in charge of some intelligent, cultivated 
Liberal who could make this room a desirable place 
for business men and women to drop in and hear the 
issues of the day discussed informally. We could 
afford not only to subsidizs every lecturer now in the 
field as a cooperator with the society in the work of 
seeularizing the state, but we could, like the National 


my part of which he will never kaow, and of which I 
now make mention only in this general way not to 
plume myself on any special amiab lity but to empha- 
size my point, that those who love a cause such as 
ours must love it better than they do the contempla- 
tion of their personal grievances if they would be 
ü T Mont Zork oit : | worthy of its regards. 1 we 15 speak a friendly 

STAUFFER, Vice-President, 1516 Montgomery ave.. Phils., Pa. | word for only such branches of the Freethought 
5 Y NUS 6 Pale Dui Pa.] work as bring us ap collars and cents?- Perish the 

9 many, Ida C. Oraddook, B. æ% | thought, so unworthy a genuin reformer ! 

OonnzsPoNDING SECRETARY: Ida O. Oraddock, Broad and Oolumbia N e ne the 3 Š bm is worthy of his hire: 
and, although our treasury bas never been full to 
overflowing, we long ago made the following offer as 
a beginning, viz: That to a lecturer organizing a 
new auxiliary society we would return half of the 
charter fee sent ùs. Whether we shall ever hav any 
claimants for this percentage remains to be seen. 


The Secular Union’s Monthly Report. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED JUNE, 1891. 
Highland Freethought Society, Highland, III., 


d WE BR Aug. Jehle, Treasurer. ..... ...... .ͤ $ 6 28 Meanwhile, let us turn to the discussion of Mr. Religious Liberty Association of the Seventh Da 
AO esi HOD Philadelphia . 1 00 Jamieson’s offer. people, hav special agents on hand whose duty it 
Boston Ingersoll Secular Sdciety, through Geo. N. Mr. Jamieson states that he is ready to volunteer | would be to start at an hour's notice to any town in 
i Hill, Socr et . ...... —— 5 00 in the work of ccóperating with the American Secu - a Taen Bovey to oppose the practical union of 

nchoate Auxiliary Society. ...... . . lar Union from the 1st day of October on, at a Church and state. . : 
I. ee cool cruci e. 20 00| definit salary per year. He adds: “I think the AU this could be done, and more, if every person 
A. Parlett Lloyd, Baltimore.: -L . a. . 3 00 Liberals of this country would rather sustain ten] Who believes in the Nine Damands of our constitu- 
Wm. and Mrs. Lizzie Fray, Verona, Pa. EU 2 0) | lecturers at $300 esch from a common fund, than to | tion were to send us one penny a year. 
A. H. Segels Dto DL Gives family; ono ° 0” | PAY one man $2,000 or $3.000 a year.” roy people in the United Sites believe in tho 
Es J P Tie E If this is the way the Liberals of the country | many people 1 alte ates believe e 
1 eh reroute wM po yy perd d. really feel, we trust they will duly send in the Bodo separation of church and state? One in fifty! Why, 
American Secular Union work)... . . . , 0 05 sary 8300 which is the price of Mr. Jamieson's co- | Of course, and a much, much larger proportion; in 
Mw O Nall, Philadelphia, Pa.... . . . . . . . à 1 85 operation, and ws on our part, shall be very. glad Hak e ded Mer E or NE 
— indeed to hand sa 0 to hi in onthl ` e 1 n a 

fy omen aE ori Ou (New osteo: °2 99) quarterly instalments as preferred, and do what we 40 you think would agree to the Nine Demands? 
J. V. Janin, Battle River, Canada (new member)... 1 00| can to help him in making appointments. As Mr. One in fifty? Again you smile, and say that I am 
Louis Wolfes, Martinsburg, W. Va. . . . . 1 00 | Jamieson is the first and only lecturer to respond to under. estimating enormously the proportion of those 
rande Gag. Frack Pg. e 10 09 our appeals Dr ecóperation, we uz it only fair wee wil pod d Dadi PE 
? A PE eei ae E that he should hav the first chance. e would sug- ortion.— Ave. 
Aided 0rd, Riege m Mew late 00 gest, however, that the engagement with Mr. Jamie. Then suppose that each Liberal in the country con- 
Mi Gace rau M DE 2 30|son continue at first only during October and | tributes his annua! penny—the heads of families, ag 
—  — | November, as different arrangements might possibly | did Mr. Oribfield, sending in a penny for each minor, 


who will presumably be Liberalon coming of age. 
Whst result do we get, allowing the very small pro- 
portion of only one Liberal in sixty-five? The latest 
census givs sixty-five millions of people in the United 
States, so that we should get one million pennies, 
or $10,000. ButIam sure you will admit that the 
proportion of those who are friendly to the Nine 
Demands is vastly greater than one in sixty-five, and 
that, consequently, if each Liberal in the country 
contributed his annual penny, we should hav a good 
deal more than $10,000. Then, in addition, are 
those generous souls who are both able and willing 
to contribute to a cause like ours—and all the more 
readily if it were flourishing and accomplishing 
practical results—not pennies, but dollars, up into 
the hundreds and thousands. 

How I do wish, with all my heart, that there could 
be such a stirring of the dry bones of Liberalism ag 
would result in some such universal and spontaneous 
action as I hav suggested above! Lot us hope that 
around the Crihfield five-cent piece which this morn- 
ing’s mail brings, will erelong be piled up other 
Secular pennies, in an ever-increasing heap. Lot us 
hope fhat, on the other hand, those who, like our 
friend Mr. Butterfield, of Sacramento, stand ready 
to pledge so much yearly for the work of distributing 
pamphlets, will come forward with their tena or 
hundreds of dollars. Let the loca! auxiliaries send 
in their quarterly dues of five cents per member ; 
and let those individual members of the national 
society who want to giv something in addition to 
the Secular Penny not be backward about coming 
forward. It were idle to hope that the Secular 
Penny plan will be adopted immediately by every 
Liberal—although I trust the day is not far distant 
when every faithful Liberal will pay his Secular 
Penny as promptly as does the devout Catholie his 
Peter's pence. But until that good day comes, the 
few Liberals will hav to bear the burdens of the 
many as they hav done in the past, and make up, by 
their own generous individual donations, for the lack 
of contributions from Liberalism at large. 

Meanwhile, let us not forget that with every 
Secular Penny that rolls over to join Mr. Orihfield’s 
five-cent piece the good time draws nearer—the 
| time of helpful, fraternal coöperation. of all Free- 
thought forces, newspapers and lecturers, individual 
workers, Liberal societies and a well equipped, well- 
organized American Secular Union, all working 
shoulder to shoulder for the cause dear to all—the 
right to freedom of thought. IA O. Onappoocz, 

Corr. Sec. American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, June 17, 1891. 


— — . — — 
My First Leeture Trip. 

To raz Farenps or Faxeraoverr: I shall com- 
mence my first lecture trip through the states on 
the 6th of September next, having decided to take 
the advice of Mr. Jamieson and start out in the lect- 
ure field unbound and unfettered, on my. own inde- 
pendent feet. My exertions, however, cannot avail 
much without your assistance. Without your help I 
ean accomplish nothing. It is my desire during this 
trip to carry on as spirited an advocacy of Secularism 
as possible; to join my labors to those of our lect- 
urers already in the field, so that with our united 
efforts we may conduct a well-directed attack upon 


Ttaheascissssisdecsssesseussbseasseteesvsevesanses . $124 80 be made at the annual congress in the fall, which 

F., C. Mxxpx, Treasurer American Secular Union. | might upset that arrangement with Mr. Jamieson, or 
Philadelphia, July 1, 1891. which, on the contrary, might substitute a still better 
"m — stipend than $300 per year. Meanwhile, during 

Reply to Mr. Jamieson. these two months, he would be sure of his salary, 

As usual, friend Jamieson is the early bird who | Provided, 1 that r 1 
sees the worm, and who, let us hope, also catches it. e n 7 Gon cca th SOYET "P? to 
He is the solitary lecturer who last year replied to Fd s pias di ee And if M 2 hi o 
our appeals in a series of friendly letters through M All a bel 1 0 utto att P ie cone ~ 
40 me Fortemonth cose eee tendon of wer idr | no doubt hi. wide expeciunes adm leeburer wil 

ortsmouth congress 
11 79 Ta which would be tial 1 85 greatly assist the officers of the American Secular 
leoturers and to the American Secular Union. That | Union in formulating the hoped-for plan whereby a 
r | m rr perdre ie yee 
carrying out; bu g see that he comes | "< ; "uy Pod 
opos more (o the tront na a lecturer who is desirons | ave a Liberal jener good bad and indie 
of ocd perating wi e American i 

Before discussing his offer of e p" ug ences and in addition 1 
T 

Perhaps the lecturers are not to blame for this s en one : S not 5 py 15 other M 
‘masterly inactivity. . . . Lecturers are neither | #2°U “foo man cooks. evertheless, we sincerely 
Qi et e P dria d tede m wi S e Ms paper e e 

on. They canno i ially." | On, 

This js indecl news, thet the 3 5 credit to prd cause rE may Me. It 
American Secular Union ask Liberal lecturers to} Rould giv us genuin pleasure if we should receive 
help support the American Secular Union ouf of 3 esent es erable us 5 his “ oo 
their “slender income." Were not the words be- 8 Ostob bid d No 8 d gou “bl allen ie 
fore me in black and white, I would question the | next O0 ges th to iius "Yir. poe y, after the 
— 5 a Me E et 7 Dy Wo lever 543 to Mr J e veiy laudable desire to agree 

a i ieson. Ja 
how did the American Secular Union „ to no plan that will exclude any brother or sister 
a request of any Jectarer? Surely Mr. damioson in| Cot srw of the Amenioan Seoulsr Union, wa mast in 

reamin 8 been - 

But Mat we hav asked, and what ray ls a right sist on our right to use discrimination in accepting 
to expect, I think, is that every Freethought lecturer | the Services of such lecturers as may offer. All sin- 
in the country, whether paid in dollars and cents for 5 lack vices heaped ee .A8 
it or not, should, when opportunity offers, mention na at ed ih ü eta ng f thi pur. A xam 
at least the existence of the American Secular Union, vet t xi i 0 S : 12 T4 y; We Ox: 
as a society organized for the express purpose of pect to select out of the material offered to us the 
state secularization, and holding out a welcome to | Very best we can find. Ina O. Cnapnoon, 
Liberals of all iems. More than that, it is manifestly ; l Corr. Sec. American Seoular Union. 
the duty of every leoturer who loves the cause, not| ^ Hiladelphia, July 1, 1891. 
only to mention our existence, but to suggest the D 
W of ave 5 N cooperating with us. The Secular Penny. 

ut I hav heard, on excellen authority, of audiences | In a recent articl th 1 , 
which hav listened to one Liberal lecturer after | contributions F 
another, week in and week out, without ever hearing less than 51 800, this would giv, at the rate of one 
from said lecturers that there was a society such as | oent per Liberal, less than one hundred and eighty 
the American Secular Union working for state seou- | thousand people who believe in the separation of 
larization. I myself listened some months since to | church and state sufficiently to giv one penny toward 
a very able lecture on the duty of resisting the en- such separation. I added: 
leer i 5 ene piate, with. Now you know as well as I, that the people who believe 
e yen n8 word mentioned of the existence of | ardently in the separation of church and vate not counting 

e American Secular Union already organized for | the careful, half-way people who are waiting to know if a 
pel ae ane. [ui dion the lecturer DE is going 10 ho popoa: betore they indorse it—number 

H a » 
ihe audience. = id and myself were in if every person who believes ee la the separation 

In all reform work that is of any account, friendly Amerioan and state were to pay one penny a year to the 

help is given of which the recipient never knows. 


American Secular Union, this organization would hav a 
financial power in the land that would cause its appeals to 
Not a day passes that I do not fiad occasion to speak 
a friendly word for, or advertise in one way or 


our lawmakers to be not only respected, but also heeded. 
: As the result of this statement, this morning's mail 
N some Liberal who never knows of it, and] brings a contribution which we hope is but Mis pre- 
TH n nese snark me. More than one person | cursor of others to follow. Mr. A. B. Orihfield, of 
who has berated me in the papers has profited, and Lincoln, Ill, takes us at our word, and sends us one 


will doubtless profit again, by some friendly act on | penny for each of the five members of his family, or 


- 
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| the citadel of orthodoxy. A great work is required 


yet before man can be said to be free, and at present 
the laborers are few. Thera are more that are will- 


ing to work in our cause, but alas! they cannot get 


that support which they hcnestly deserve. 

Those who know me well know that I love the 
storm and am willing to combat any opposition with 
which the power of superstition can greet us. My- 
self an Atheist, I hav always advocated the complete 
rejection of all the Gods ever preached, because 
none of them, of which I hav yet heard, appears cal- 
culated to promote the happiness of mankind. I 
war against theology because it robs.man of the 
reality, life here, while it only deludes him with the 
shadow, life hereafter. In this undertaking I do not 
. wish to be claimed as a leader, but I wish you to 
regard me as a standard-bearer, a soldier battling in 

the ranks of freedom. Upon my flag shall be 

- inscribed the word, “Humanity.” My constant 
endeavor will be to elevate my colors high, still 
higher, and ever higher. 

I hav already succeeded in securing engagements 


to lecture in Pittsburgh; Shreve, O; Canal Dour; 


Chicago, and a few other places along the route, and 
probably several in Michigan, Illinois, and Iowa. I 
would also respectfully ask those friends to whom 
I hav already written to answer me as early as possi- 
ble, or I must make applications elaewhere. Friends 
along the route and in the different states named 
that desire my services can address me at 505 East 
83d street, New York city. My terms are as low as 
I could possibly make them, believing thereby to 
secure more engagements and thus be able to do 
more for the good of our cause. i 
Joun R. CHARLESWORTH. 
— i. — ms 
Mr. Swartz, Libel, Special Laws, and Govern- 
ment. l 

With Mr. Macdonald’s condemnation of such 
papers as the Kansas City Sunday Sun I am in 
hearty agreement. I am aware that they are med- 
dling, blackmailing, in almost every way infamous 
sheets. They carry the tactics of many of the great. 
dailies to the extreme of meanness, avarice, and 
cruelty. They cling to a position in the journalistic 
scale far below that occupied by the illustrated 
sporting journals. Sometimes they expose a crime 
against the weak, sometimes they rap a bypocrit over 
the knuckles, but these good deeds are lost in such a 
seething mass of blackmail, invasions, and falsehood 
that they lose their force and cleansing qualities. 
None except the few actually conversant with the 
facts are able to distinguish the little timely truth in 
the great compost-heap of defamation and sneaking 
Paul Pryism. They are even less reliable as a soav- 
engers’ index than the “Orimes of Preachers.” 

In view of these and similar indisputable facts I 
am sorry beyond the power of words to express that 
80 trne a man, so kindly and gentle & gentleman, so 
chivalrous a knight of liberty, and so logical a 
thinker as Olarence Swartz should hav engaged in 
the circulation of such a paper as the Sun. That he 
-could hav mistaken the character of the paper may 
seem incredible to a msn of the years and metropol- 
itan experience of the Editor of TAU Taurn Szzxrs, 
yet such is undoubtedly the fact. I do not know 


what his opinion now is, but it is not so very long ago. 


that he maintained that the Sun was not a biackmail- 
ing publication, and I, knowing him well, hav not the 
. least doubt of the absolute sincerity of his contention. 
In explanation of this great mistake of Mr. Swartz it 
is to be said that he is a very young man, ardent, 
generous, loyally devoted to the freedom of speech 
and of the press, and little acquainted with the dis- 
reputable class of journals represented by the Sun: 
day Sun. In further explanation it may be observed 
that the Sun’s attorney is an old Kingman county 
acquaintance of Mr. Swartz; and it is quite possible 
that the lawyer's representations may hav colored 
the opinions of Mr. Swartz, for it will not be dis- 
puted that when a special pleader fails to make the 
worse appear the better part, his tongue has lost its 
cunning and his employers can hav no more use for 
‘him. That Olarence L. Swartz failed to perceive 
that in working for the Kansas City Sunday Sun he 
was directly antagonizing the fundamental principles 
. of personal liberty and social solidarity which he was 
striving to establish, none cen regret more keenly 
than do his fellow-champions of the right of individ- 
ual initiativ in all departments of human activity. 

- But neither the villainous character of the Sunday 
Sun nor Mr. Swartz’s mistaken idea regarding that 
paper is the question at issue. Mr. Macdonald has 
been fair enough to say that he does not believe that 
any press censorship should be exercised. Very 
good, but when a federal law forbids the circula- 
tion through the mails of certain publications, does 
not the enforcement of that law establish a press 
censorship? When a state law forbids agents and 
newsboys to sell the same or other publications, has 
not a press censorship been established? Mr. 
Macdonald’s entire argument hinges upon the ques- 
tion of libel. But there is nothing about libel in 
these obnoxious statutes, state or federal. Zhere is 
no question of personal injury, which i8 the justifi- 


‘Macdonald is aware of this fact, but in his just indig- 


Swartz “ought to be buried a mile deep under libel 


If Mr. Swartz has libeled anyone there is a law 
in the state of Kansas against libel, and he is no 


‘citizen. 


is imperiled by such prosecution.. But at present 
the introduction of the question of libel is premature 
and wholly out of place. If Mr. Somerby should be 
arrested under the Sunday law, and Mr. Macdonald 
should—as he would—protest against the arrest as 


tion of the religious liberty of sll who are obnox- 


our small Eastern states, could for once look upon 


the Universalist Zrumpet would hav been forbidden 
the mails then had there been men learned enough 
to interpret the law. Mr. Day early settled in Iowa, 
and he with his family suffered as pioneers all did 
and must who go beyond the limits of civilization. 
The township bears the name of Kennebeck, in re- 
membrance of the old home in Maine. There are 
several families of the name of Day whom I met, 
and though they are not all as pronounced in their 
Infidelity as my friends Mr. and Mrs. Preston Day, 
they read Tue Trora Srexer and’ Freethinkers’ 
Magasine and surely influence the community in 
favor of Liberalism. 

I am spending the summer with friends, young 
friends whom I hav known only three years, but who 
by their activ generosity make me feel that the obser- 
vation, See how these Christians love one another," 
would be quite as true if the word“ Freethinker” 
were substituted for Christian.“ Young people 
cannot be expected to know how more than pleasant 
it is to the old, those who hav had many friends but 
who hav year by year seen them laid under the sod, 
to find the young appreciativ of the claims of 
friendship. 

I saw to-day in Freethought a notice of the death 
of Mrs. T. O. Leland. I once entertained a few 
days, with a son and daughter, the daughter now 
Mrs. Macdonald. My remembrance of her is pleas- 
ant. Mrs. Leland was surely too young to die, but 
alas! death cares for naught. Loox N. Corman. 
Orange City, Ia., June 23, 1891. 
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cation of the law of libel, in any of these “ obscen- 
ity” and “sensational” enactments. Of course Mr. 


nation against such papers as the Sun he seems to 
hav momentarily forgotten it. He knows that the 
law of libel is general in its application and that the 
proprietors of the Sun are as fully amenable to its 
provisions as are the proprietors of Tae TRUTH 
Srzxer or the World. Why, then, seek to defend 
this special, this dangerous, this invasiv legislation ? 
Had Mr. Swartz been arrested upon the complaint 
of any person who had been libeled, or claimed to 
hav been libeled, by the Suz, the question of the lib- 
erty of the press would not hav been involved. It 
would hav been simply a question of fact—Did this 
article or these articles libel the plaintiff, and is 
Clarence Swartz, as circulator of the paper, partially 
or wholly responsible to said complainant for the 
injury done him? Mr. Macdonald says that Mr. 


suits” if the Sun is the kind of paper it is charged 
with being. What has this to do with my conten- 
tion in regard to the relativ harmfulness of federal 
and state statutes aimed at the freedom of the press? 


more exempt from its penalties than is any other 
But Mr. Swartz has not been prosecuted 
for libel, and so what is the use of dragging the law 
of libel into this discussion? If Mr. Swartz is 
prosecuted under that law and if we cry out against 
the prosecution as a blow at the liberty of the press 
or the inviolability of the mails, it will be in order 
for Mr. Macdonald to ask us to show wherein the 
liberty of the press or the inviolability of the mails 


Mrs. Slenker Among the Superstitious. 

Dear friends, I am still enjoying my visit here, and 
wishing to share the pleasure with you, I giv you 
now and then a glimpse of the scenes as they come 
and go. Last evening Dr. Da Garmo was invited to 
attend the grand exhibition of the pupils of St. 
Joachim’s school at Mattewan, and to bring his 
family. So four of us went. Getting there too early, 
we were taken by the priest to the parsonage to spend 
the waiting moments, and then two of the holy (!) 
fathers escorted us to the church, and gave us good 
seats where we could best sea the performance. It 
seemed odd to think of a noted Infidel and Atheist 
hobnobbing in this way with noted Catholic priests ; 
but it all comes of being a family connection of a 
professor with a big long string of decorations to 
his name. The exhibition was the finest I ever 
attended. The children were so perfectly drilled, 
and so beautifully dressed, and did their parts 80 
well There was a floral tableau that was the 
prettiest thing I ever saw, and it contained some of 
the finest posturing. The long floral arches which 
the girls held in their bends looked like ornamental 
jumping ropes, or ropes made of flowers; and as 
they rose and fell and waved to and fro one could 
hardly decide which were the prettier, the bright 
smiling faces of the little girls or the lovely flowers. 
The “dance of the fairies” in “ Little Red Riding 
Hood,” it seema to me, could not be surpassed any- 
where. The tots of girls with dew-bespangled 
white dresses, enwreathed with green vines and lovely 
flowers, made spectators almost fancy themselvs in 
some quiet woodland neck watching an actual fairy 
dance. The disappointed wolf goss howling back 
to his den and the fairies save Little Red Riding . 
Hood, thus making a better ending of the story than 
we used to hav in our young days. Half a dozen 
little boys dressed as Ohinamen gave a song that was 
“too funny for anything.” The whole of the exer- 
cises were beautiful and entertaining, and mostly 
secular, and if I could hav disassociated it from 
Oatholicism it would hav been an unmixed and un- 
alloyed pleasuring. But it seemed so sadly serious 
to think of all those lovely children being dosed and 
drugged with the old myths, and bound so firmly in 
ecclesiastical chains that would cling to them their 
whole lives, that it greatly shadowed and clouded 
the otherwise glad and joyous panorama. Every 
rose has its thorn and life has no uumired joys, 80 
we will accept what comes, doing our little best to 
increase the good and diminish the evil. 

Aunt Hzmina. 
Fishkill on Hudson, N. Y., July 8, 291. 
— a — 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W. S. BELL is now visiting his son and family in Brook - 
lyn, N. X., and is open for engagements to lecture in New 
Jersey, New York, and New England. His address is 654 
Monroe street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Tye Radical Club will giv a special entertainment and re- 
ception at its rooms, 37 Clinton place, on Saturday eve, July 
11th, on which occasion there will be a very brief address by 
Mr. Wakeman on “ The History and Evolution of Art and 
Music,” followed by a varied program illustrating their de- 
velopment in the different nationalities. The first attempt of 
the Club in this line was voted a success, and the next is 
sure to be better. The admission will be by ticket, 25 cents. 
— ath tie — 
Ir you do not giv your fellow-men the truth, what- 
ever else you giv them is of little avail.—Jfiss Hill. 
— 27 08—9—————— 


“Sern for catalog of our publications. Sent free 
on application. 


a blow aimed at the religious liberty of the citizen, it 
would hardly be fair or sensible for me to remark 
that Mr. Somerby had injured other people by what 
he had done and now “gets nothing more than he 
deserves.” Mr. Macdonald would be very likely to 
answer my objection in some such conclusiv manner 
as this: “It may al be as you assert that Mr. 
Somerby has invaded the rights of some person or 
persons. Very well; there are general laws that 
apply to such offenses. Let the injured party or 
parties make due complaint. It will be then simply 
a question of fact to be determined in the usual 
way. What I object to is this special, dangerous, 
partisan, invasiv Sunday law. It is a deceitful 
thing, a cover under which to accomplish the destruc- 


ious to the dominant powers in church and state.” 
There is one sentence in the closing psragraph of 
Mr. Macdonald's article which I may be pardoned 
for quoting and changing slightly. He says: It is 
true that all governments do injustice, but that is 
owing to the bigotry, dishonesty, and tyrannical 
nature of the human beings who administer them.” 
It seems to me that this statement which I am going 
to make more nearly covers the ground and more 
clearly indicates the cure for or the modification of 
existing evils: It is true that all individuals will do 
injustice when vested with irresponsible power, and 
this irresponsible power and the consequent injustice 
are never at their maximum except when these indi- 
viduals are banded together as a government, of 
which government the most bigoted, dishonest, and 
tyrannical of said individuals nearly always manage 
to become the administrators. E. OC. Warren. 
— — ͤ ‚wüE.ͤ— 


The People Out West. 


Away up in this great Northwest, some twelve 
hundred miles from my home, I feel like talking 
awhile with the readers of Taz Truru SERKRR. If 
some of them, those who judge the world’s size by 


some parts of this great West, could breathe the 
bracing sir of these immense prairies, or climb some 
of the bluffs on either side of the Missouri river 
and then as far as the eye can reach see in the fre- 
quent canyons the immense farms, some of them with 
one cornfield large enongh to make a dozen Eastern 
ferms, I think it would hav a tendency to enlarge 
their ideas. I hav just returned to this place 
(Orange City) from a visit to another county, where 
I went to visit sn invalid friend. whom I had not 
geen in the last thirty years. She married into the 
Day family, of Hallowell, Me. The father was one 
of the earliest Garrisonian Abolitionists, taking the 
Liberator in the years when to own a copy of the 
Liberator was as much a disgrace as to subscribe for 
Lucifer is today; and had the church and the 
Whig party (that was the name of the Republican 
party then) been able to find a Wanamaker, and 
a man as destitute of the decency of knowledge as 
Comstock, to define law and execute its demands, 
this Liberator would hav been shut out of the mails. 
Mr. Day was also a Universalist. 

An Infidel is more respectable to-day than a Uni- 
versalist sixty or seventy years ago. I hav no doubt 
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Ingersoll on Creeds. 

Prom. the Morning Advertiser. 
‘Whatever may be said of his belief in revealed 
religion, Robert G. Ingersoll is respected by all intel- 
lectual antagonists for thorough sincerity, absolute 


fairness in debate, and unquestionable ability in the 


presentation of his argument. 

His views, therefore, on the recent attitude of the 
general assembly at Detroit in the case of Dr. Briggs, 
the alleged heretical utterances of the Rev. Heber 
Newton, and the desertion of one creed for ancther 
by the Rev. Dr. Bridgman, are of peculiar interest 
just at this time. Colonel Ingersoll has just returned 
from a trip to the West, and in speaking of these 
incidents he said: a 


“There is & natural desire on the part of every 


intelligent human being to harmonize his information 


to make his theories agree—in other words, to 


make what he knows, or thinks he knows, in one 
department agree with and harmonize with what he 
knows in every other department 
knowledge. 


“The human race has not advanced in line, neither 
has it advanced in all departments with the same 


rapidity. It is with the race as it is with an indi- 
vidual. A man may turn his entire attention to some 
one subject—as, for instance, to geology—and neglect 
other sciences. He may be & good geologist but an 


exceedingly poor astronomer; or he may know noth- 
ing of politics or of political economy. So he may 
be & successful statesman and know nothing of 


theology. But if a man, successful in one direction, 
takes up some other question, he is bound to use the 
knowledge he-has on one subject as a kind of stan- 
dard to measure what he is told on some other sub- 
ject. If he is a chemist, it will be natural for him, 
when studying some other question, to use what he 
knows in chemistry—ihat is to say, he will expect to 
find cause, and everywhere succession and resem- 
blanco. He will say: It must bein all other sciences 
as in chemistry—there must be no chance. The ele- 
ments hav no caprice. 
Gold does not change. 
poison—it has no freaks. 
facts in nature. 
integrity of all matter, in the persistence of gravita- 
tion. Being so trained and so convinced, his ten- 
dency will be to weigh what is called new informa- 
tion in the same scales that he has been using. 

“Now for the application of this. Progress in 
.religion is the slowest, because man is kept back by 
sentimentality, by the efforts of parents, by old asso- 
eiations. A thousand unseen tendrils are twining 
about him that he must necessarily bresk if he 
advances. In other departments of knowledge 
inducements are held out and rewards are promised 
to the one who does succeed to the one who really 
does advance—to the man who discovers new facts. 
But in religion, instead of rewards being promised, 
threats are made. The man is told that he must not 
advance—thai if he takes a step forward it is at the 
peril of his soul; that if he thinks and investigates 
he is in danger of exciting the wrath of God. Con- 
sequently religion has been of the slowest growth. 

. Now, in most departments of knowledge man has 
advanced; and coming back to the original state- 
mení—a desire to harmonize all that we know— 
there is a growing desire on the part of intelligent 
men to hav a religion fit to keep company with the 
other sciences. 

“Our creeds were made in times of ignorance. 
They. suited very well a flat world, and a God who 
lived in the sky just above us, and who used the 
lightning to destroy his enemies. This God was 

regarded much as a savage regarded the head of his 
tribe—as one having the right to reward and punish. 
And this God, being much greater than a chief of 
the tribe, sould giv greater rewards and inflict 

greater punishments. They knew that the ordinary 
chief, or the ordinary king, punished the slightest 
offenses with death. They also knew that these 
chiefs and kings tortured their victims as long as 
the victims could bear the torture. So when they 
described their God, they gave to this God power to 
keep the tortured victim alive forever—because they 
knew that the earthly chief or the earthly king 
would prolong the life of the tortured for the sake 
of increasing the agonies of the victim. In those 
savage days they regarded punishment as the only 
means of protecting society. In consequence of this 
they built heaven and hell on an earthly plan, and 
they put God—that is to say the chief, that is to say 
the king—on a throne like an earthly king. 

* Of course, these views were all ignorant and 
barbaric; but in that blessed day their geology and 
astronomy were on a par with their theology. There 
was a harmony in all departments of knowledge, or 
rather of ignorance. Since that time there has been 
a great advance made in the idea of government 
the old idea being that the right to do came from 
God and the king, and from the king to the people. 
Now intelligent people believe that the source of 
authority has been changed, and that all just powers 
of government are derived from the consent of the 
governed. So there has been a great advance in the 
philosophy of punishment—in tbe treatment of 


Prussie acid is always 
So he will reason as to all 


of human 


Iron is always the same. 


He will be a believer in the atomic 


criminals. So, too, in all the sciences. The earth is 


no longer fiat ; heaven is not immediately above us; 
the universe has been infinitly enlarged, and we hav 
at last found that our earth is but a grain of sand, a 
speck on the great shores of the infinit.. Conse- 
quently there is a discrepancy, a discord, a contra- 
diction between our theology and the other sciences. 
Men of intelligence feel this. Dr. Briggs concluded 
that a perfectly good and intelligent God could not 
hav ereated billions of sentient beings knowing that 
they were to be eternally miserable. No man could 
do such a thing, had he the power, without being 
infinitly malicious. Dr. Briggs began to hav a little 
hope for the human race—began to think that maybe 
God is better than the creed describes him. 


“ And right here it may be well enough to remark 


that no one has ever been declared a heretic for 
thinking God bad. Heresy has consisted in thinking 
God better than the church said he was. The man 
who said God will damn nearly everybody was ortho- 


dox. The man who said God will save everybody 


was denounced as a blaspheming wretch, as one who 


assailed and maligned the character of God. I can 
remember when the Universalists were denounced as 


vehemently and maliciously as the Atheists are to- 


day. 
“Now,” continued Colonel Ingersoll, Dr. Briggs 


is undoubtedly an intelligent man. He knows that 


nobody on the earth knows who wrote the five books 
of- Moses. 
until hundreds of years after Moses was dead. . He 


knows that two or more persons were the authors of 


Isaiah. He knows that David did not write to 
exceed three or four of the Psalms. He knows that 
the book of Job is not a Jewish book. He knows 
that the Songs of Solomon were not written by Solo- 
mon.. He knows that the book of Ecclesiastes was 
written by a Freethinker. He also knows that there 
is not in existence to-day—so far as anybody knows 
—any of the manuscripts of the Old or New 
Testaments. 
“So about the New Testament. Dr. Briggs knows 
that nobody livs who has ever seen an Original manu- 
script, or who ever saw anybody that did see one, or 
that claims to hav seen one. He knows that nobody 
knows who wrote: Maithew, or Mark, or Luke, or 
John. He knows that John did not write Joh», and 
that gospel was not written until long after John 
was dead. He knows that no one knows who wrote 
the Hebrews. He also knows that the book of Reve- 
lation is an insane production. Dr. Briggs also 
knows the way in which these books came to be 
canonical, and he knows that the way was no more 
binding than a resolution passed by a political 
convention. į 
“ He also knows that many books were left out that 
had for centuries equal authority with those that were 
putin. Healso knows that many passages—and the 
very passages upon which many churches are 
founded—are interpolations. He knows that the 
last chapter of Mark, beginning with the sixteenth 
verse to the end, is an interpolation; and he also 
knows that neither Matthew, nor Mark, nor Luke 
ever said one word about the necessity of be- 
lieving on the Lord Jesus Ohrist or of believing 
anything—not one word about believing in the Bible 
or joining the church or doing any particular thing 
in the way of ceremony to insure salvation. He 
knows that according to Matthew, God agreed to for- 
giv others. Consequently he knows that there is 
not one particle of what is called modern theology in 
Matthew, Mark, or Luke. He knows that the 
trouble commenced in John, and that John was not 


"written until probably one hundred and fifty years 


—possibly two hundred years—after Christ was 
dead. So he also knows that the sin against the 
Holy Ghost is an interpolation ; that ‘I came not to 
bring peace but a sword,” if not an interpolation, is 
an absolute contradiction. So, too, he knows that 
the promis to forgiv in heaven what the disciples 
should forgiv on earth, is an interpolation ; and if 
it is not an interpolation, it is without the slightest 
sense in fact. 

“Knowing these things, and knowing, in addition 
to what I hav stated, that there are thirty thousand 


or forty thousand mistakes in the Old Testament, | 


that there are a great many contradictions and ab- 
surdities, that many of the Jaws are cruel and infa- 
mous, and could hav been made only by a barbarous 
people, Dr. Briggs has concluded that, after all, the 
torch that sheds the serenest and divinest light is 
the human reason, and that we must investigate the 
Bible as we do other books. At lenst, I suppose he 
has reached some such conclusion. He may imagin 
that the pure gold of inspiration still runs through 
the quartz and porphyry of ignorance and mistake, 
and that all we hav to do is to extract the shining 
metal by some process that may be called theological 


‘smelting; and if so I hav no fault to find. Dr. 


Briggs has taken a step in advance—that is to say 
the tree is growing, and when the tree grows the bark 
splits; when the new leaves come the old leaves are 
rotting on the ground. 

“The Presbyterian creed is a very bad creed. It 
has been the stumbling-block, not only of the head, 
but of the heart, for many generations. I do not 


He knows that they were not written 
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know that it is, in fact, worse than any other ortho- 
dox creed ; but the bad features are stated with an 
explicitness and emphasized with a candor that ren- 
der the creed absolutely appalling. It is amazing to 
me that-any man ever wrote it, or that any set of men 
ever produced it. It is more amazing to mé that 
any human being ever believed it. It is still more 
amazing that any human being thought it wicked 
not to believe it. It is more amazing still than all 
the others combined that any human being ever 
wanted it to be true. $ 
This creed is a relic of the Middle Ages. It has 
in it the malice, the malicious logic, the total deprav- 
ity, the utter heartlessness of John Calvin, and it 
givs me u great pleasure to say that no Presbyterian 
was ever so bad as his creed. And here let me say, 
as I hav said many times, that I do not hate Pres- 
byterians—because among them I count some of my 
best friends—but I hate Presbyterianism. And I 
cannot illustrate this suy batter than by saying, I 
do not hate a man because he has the rheumatism, 
but I hate the rheumatism because it has a man. 
„The Presbyterian church is growing, and is grow- 
ing because, as I said at first, there is a universal 
tendency in the mind of a man to harmonize all that 
he knows or thinks he knows. This growth may be 
delayed. The bud of heresy may be kept back by 
the north wind of Princeton and by the early frost 
called Patton. In spite of these souvenirs of the 


Dark Ages the church must continue to grow. The 


theologians who regard theology as something 
higher than a trade tend toward Liberalism. Those 
who regard preaching as a business, and the incul- 
cation of sentiment as & trade, will stand by the low- 
est possible views. They will clizg to the letter and 
throw away the spirit. They prefer the dead limb 
to a new bud or to a new leaf. They want no more 
sap. They delight in the dead tree, in its unbend- 
ing nature, and they mistake the stiffaess of death 
for the vigor and resistance of life. 

“ Now, as with Dr. Briggs, so with Dr. Bridgman, 
although it seems to me that he has simply jumped 
from the frying-pan into the fire; and why he 
should prefer the Episcopal creed to the Baptist is 
more than I can imagin. The Episcopal creed is, in 
fact, just as bad as the Presbyterian. It calmly and 
with unruffled brow utters the sentence of eternal pun- 
ishment on the majority of the human race, and the 
Episcopalian expects to be happy in heaven with his 
son or his daughter, or his mother or his wife, in hell. 

“Dr. Bridgman will find himself exactly in the 
position of the Rev. Mr. Newton, provided he. ex- 
presses his thought. But I account for the Bridg- 
mans and Newtons by the fact there is still sympa- 
thy in the human heart, and that there is still intel- 
ligence in the human brain. For my part I am 
glad to ses this growth in the orthodox churches, 
and the quicker they revise their creeds the better. 
I oppose nothing that is good in any creed—I 
attack only that which is only ignorant, cruel, and 
absurd, and I make the attack in the interest of 
human liberty and for the sake of human happiness. 

* What do you. think of the action of the Presby- 
terian general assembly at Detroit, and what effect 
do you think it will hav on the religious growth ?” 
was asked. 

“That general assembly was controled by the 
orthodox within the church,” replied Colonel Inger- 
soll, “by the strict constructionists and by the 
Calvinists ; by the gentlemen who not only believe 
the creed, not only believe that a vast majority of 
people are going to hell, but are really glad of it; 
by gentlemen who, when they feel a little blue, read 
about total depravity to cheer up, and when they 
think of the mercy of God as exhibited in their sal- 
vation, and the justice of God as illustrated by the 
damnation of others, their hearts burst into a kind 
of efflorescence of joy. 

“These gentlemen are opposed to all kinds of 


‘amusements except reading the Bible, the Confession 


of Faith, arid the creed, and listening to Presbyterian 
sermon and prayers. All these things they regard 
as the food of cheerfulness. They warn the elect 
against theaters and operas, dancing, and games of 
chance. 

“Well, if their doctrin is true, there ought to be 
no theaters, except exhibitions of hell; there ought 
to be no operas, except where the music is & succes- 
sion of wails for the misfortunes of man. If their 
doctrin is true, I do not see how any human being 
could ever smile again—I do not see how a mother 
could welcome her babe ; everything in nature would 
become hateful ; flowers and sunshine would simply 
tell us of our fate. i 5 

“ My doctrin is exactly the opposit of this. Let 
ug enjoy ourselvs every moment that we can. The 
love of the dramatic is universal. The stage has not 
simply amused, but it has elevated mankind. The 
greatest genius of our world poured the treasures 
of his soul into the drama. I do not believe that 
any girl can be corrupted, or that any man can be 
injured, by becoming acquainted with Isabella, or 
Miranda, or Juliet, or Imogen, or any of the great 
heroins of Shakspere. 
` “So I regard the opera as one of the great civiliz- 
ers. Noone can listento the symphonies of Bee- 
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I hav been the guest of both Judge H. H. Inger- 
soll, and of Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll. They 
treated me precisely the same way, and as far as I 
ean see, or anybody else can see, one is just as honest 
a8 the other. 

If there is any God and is any heaven, and by 
some sort of a streak of luck I should happen to get 
there, I shall be just as glad to meet one of the 
Ingersolls as the other, and if anybody bas to go to 
hell I hope it will be some of these durned old hypo- 
critical preachers and newspaper editors whose 
religion is to blast Bob Ingersoll, and whose politics 
is to vote for whisky. 

— — E— 


judge and the colonel were relativs. So I said to 
the judge, “I hav an acquaintance, and I believe I 
may say a friend, of your name, bui his first name is 
Robert G.“, onig i 

„Oh, yes,” said the judge, “he is the friend of 
everybody.” And he then told me that he was a 
cousin of Oolonel Ingersoll, and had visited him and 
had immensely enjoyed his society. 

It flashed over my mind that this interview was 
going to make more trouble for the Blade. I was 
going to say something about it in my paper. I was 
going to be honest and tell my readers how I had 
been attracted. to Judge Ingersoll, and about how 
he knew his cousin Bob, and was in sympathy with 
him, and then I was going to talk to the judge and 
get some of his religious opinions, and people would |. 
say that my admiration for the judge and my alleged 
discovery of his resemblance to Pagan Bob” was 
another way that I was getting in a puff for the arch- 
heretié and his religion. : 

But I said to myself I was going to say it all the 
same. 

After . the exercises were over Judge Ingersoll 
came with Dr. Dabney, the. president of the uni- 
versity; to me to say that he should be pleased to 
hav us to supper that night. 

The judge is also & professor in the law depart- 
ment, and it is his custom to entertain the graduates 
of the law department at his house the evening of 
each commencement day, and they and the president 
and I constituted the guests of the evening. 

On arriving at the house, a gem of a home in a 
handsome suburb, the judge presented me to his 
wife, and daughter of twenty-two years, their only 
child, and one of the. most magnificent instances of 
womanly development, physically, intellectually, and 
in the angelic peculiarities cf womanhood, that I hav 
ever seen. She confessed to being five feet ten, and 
wanted to hold the heel of a “golden slipper” to 
climb them golden stairs—responsible for an in- 
ordinate share of that, but I am hardly an inch be- 
low six feet and she looked as tall as I am. 

I looked at her and thought, in the possibly irrev- 
erent but certainly knightly sentiment of her 
distinguished kinsman, that when God made a 
woman out of a bone, considering the raw materi 
he had on hand, it was the best job he ever did.” 

Aud when I saw what a specimen of womanly 
health she was I thought of old Colonel Bob's sug- 
gestion that if he had had the framing of the uni- 
verse he “would hav made good health oaiching in- 
stead of disease.” 

The judge’s beautiful deportment to his wife and 
o p reminded me of that I had seen in Colonel 
Bo je ` 2 1 85 

I became so delightfully engaged in conversation 
with the young lady that I felt like it beat the he- 
| retical conversation that I had anticipated with such 
‘interest, and I concluded to defer the latter until 
after supper. | 

The judge all the time was being a magnificent 
host, and was full of wit and wisdom. He had been 
in Lexington and had met Breckinridge, Blackburn, 
Beck, and Buckner, a “ whole hive of big B's," as he 
expressed it, and his kindly comments upon them 
were BO in contrast with some things I hav said 
about them, that he unconsciously got it in for me 
father, good citizen, good lawyer, great orator, funny, good. ` - 
jolly man, who pays his debts and doesn’t swindle |: After a while we were invited into an elegant sup- 
anybody or steal anybody's money, and the only] per, and an incident occurred that stunned me. 
charge they hav against him is that he says what he|: When we all stood at the back of our chairs wait- 
thinks and thinks what he pleases, and wants every- ing for a half minute the invitation to be seated, he 
body else to do the game. A bowed his head in a most beautifully reverential 
I don't think that is a description of a bad citizen, | manner, and thanked God for all these good things 
by a jug full, and I don't propose to fall in with the | we were going to eat, and in another minute he was 
boot-licking gang of newspapers that vilify him be- entertaining me, whom he had honored with a seat 
cause they think it’s popular to do so, when every at his right, with something just as funny as when 
one of them would quit it and go to lecturing just | his cousin Bob told me about Noah’s ark" at the 
like old Colonel Bob is doing if they thought they | breakfast table, as I hav told you before. 

Of course that incident knocked all of my purposes 


could make half the money the colonel is making. 
People that don’t like my newspaper because it | of heretical conversation with the judge higher than 
. | kite, and I never mentioned theology to him. 


talks this way don't hav to-read it. 
The other day when I was down in Knoxville the} But I did hava daisy time with that pretty girl 
the rest of that evening. 


fact that I was the guest of the president of the 
university gave me the entree to the biggest bugs in But you would hav laughed if you could hav heard 
us when we locked horns on woman suffrage ; I, a 


the town (they never saw me plowing corn with a 
man, defending it, and she, a woman, against it. 


mule on Sunday), and I was invited to take a seat 
I didn’t know whether to think it an instance of 


upon the stage in the opera house with the heavy |. 

swells during the exercises of commencement day. | gallantry or not in those young lawyers, but every 
. While in the flies I was introduced to a number of | rascal of them was on the girl's side, and they would 
gentlemen, among others to Judge H. H. Ingersoll, | hav snowed me under if I had not been right and all 
of them wrong. l 


dean of the university, as I subsequently saw. on the 
But there's a moral to this story. I hav learned 


program. I saw ata glance that he was a man of 
rare attractivness in person, manner, and attainments. | something on my side and I want you all to do the 
He had an elaborate mannerism with an entrancing | same on your side. i. os 
ingenuousness. I found out that the fact that a man is bright, and 
Mannerism to me is like the jolly, and smart, snd kind, n 19 ar ed 
: r Ingersoll, does not prove that he is am Infidel, an 
PAPE aug Eit down od hee foraheadl | that he can be all of these things and be a Christian. 
When it is good, it's very good indeed, | Now, the thing I want you to learn is that when a 
But when it is bad it is horrid. ` man is all of these nice things and is named Ingersoll, 
That of the judge is surpassingly fine. and is an Infidel, he is not a bad man. ; , 
I had once met Colonel Bob Ingersoll, and the| If there is a just God in heaven he is not going to 
personal appearance and distinguished kindness and | reward or punish men for what they believe. That 
suavity of the judge, in addition to the fact that the | does not amount to s hill of beans, It is what he 
name is unusual, strongly impressed me that the | does that counts. 


E 


thoven or the musie of Schubert, without receiving a 
benefit. And no one can hear the operas of Wagner 
without feeling that he has been ennobled and re- 


ed. : 

Why is it the Presbyterians are so opposed to 
music in this world, and yet expect to hav so much 
in heaven? Is not music just as demoralizing in the 
sky as on the earth, and does anybody believe that 
Abraham, or Isase, or Jacob, ever played any music 

compared to Wagner? DE i 

„Why should we postpone our joy to another 
world? Thousands of people take great pleasure in 
dancing, and I let them dance. Dancing is better 
than. weeping and wailing over a theology born of 
ignorance and superstition. iets Bags 

_ Aud so with games of chance. There is a certain 
pleasure in playing games, and the pleasure is of the 
most innocent character. Lot all these games be 
played at home and children will not prefer the 
saloon to the society of their parents. I believe in 
cards and billiards, and would believe in progressiv 
eucher were it more of a game—the great objection 
to it is its lack of complexity. My idea is to get 
what little happiness you can get out of this life, and 
to enjoy all sunshine that breaks through the clouds 
of misfortune. Life is poor enough at best. No 
one should fail to pick up every jewel of joy that 
can be found in his path. Everyone should be as 
happy as he can, provided he is nof happy at the ex- 
pense of another, and no person rightly constituted 
can be happy at the expense of another. 

“ So let us get: all we ean of good between the 
cradle and the grave—all that we can of the truly 
dramatic, all we can of music, all we can of art, al 
we can of exjoyment; and if, when death comes, 
that is the end, we hav at least made the best of this 
life, and if there be another life, let us make the best 
of that.’ ME 

“I am doing what little I can to hasten the com- 
ing of the day when the human race will enjoy 
liberty—not simply of body,. but liberty of mind. 
Aud by liberty of mind I mean freedom from super- 
‘stition, and, added to that, the intelligence to find 
out the conditions of happiness ; and sdded to that, 
the wisdom to liv in accordance with those con- 
ditions.” . | 


That Cryptogram. 


. Those who too readily swallow the assertion that 
no such person as the Shakspere so familiar to us 
ever existed hav this insuperable difficulty in their 
way, that few men ever lived who were better known 
to their time or more admired by their intimates 
than that same Bill Shakspere—known and admired 
too for the very qualities discovered on intimate. 
acquaintance thaß might be expected of such an 
author. Ben Jonson knew both Shakspere and 
Bacon and has given us his opinion of both. We 
hav the direct testimony of several persons to the 
faot that such a man lived and. was well known to 
all who met him as the Shakspere of history and 
tradition. Some of his daily companions and inti- 
mates incidentally made mention of him in writings 
that hav survived, and always with admiration, some- 
times lively, sometimes mixed with awe. And when 
he came to die the greatest of his time spake of him 
as never before man spoke of man, and some who 
did so were his daily intimates. And years atter- 
ward the grandchildren of these contemporaries 
spoke and wrote of Shakspere, the man whom their 
fathers knew, in just such terms as we might expect. 
Milton may hay seen Shakspere, and must hav 
known many of his intimates. See how he writes of 
him. So of many others. To deny that such a man 
as our Shakspere ever lived is to deny all evidence 
in the ordinary acceptation of the term. 

On the other hand, there are those who ridicule 
and sneer at the cryptogram theory, and do so with 
just as little use of reason. They do not investigate. 
A large number of capable persons hav examined the 
matter carefully and declare there is some story 
interwoven among some of the plays. Whoever has 
examined the edition in controversy in the light of a 
‘few of the hints given by Donnelly must conclude, if 
he be at all candid and capable, that it would be the 
greatest miracle of time if by a mere accident all the 
letters, words, and figures in controversy were 
placed as they are. Such a coincidence never oc- 
curred by chance—could not in millions of ages of 
publishing. As Donnelly truly says, the letters of 
the alphabet promiscuously thrown on the floor are 
just as likely to arrange themselvs into one of Shak- 
spere’s plays. 

Those who deny that there is any ground for the 
eryptogram theory are just as rash as those who as- 
sert that the Shakspere of the plays was “a poor 
puppet—a gorbellied, drunken nobody.” What 
then? We venture to say that this controversy will 
continue, the story of the cryptogram will finally be 
adopted, and that the name and fame of Bacon will - 
by no means be increased. His character will be 
made blacker than as drawn by Macaulay. The 
grandest of all the ideas in his greatest works were 
stolen from Roger Bacon. That has been proved 
more than onee, but the glory still clings to Francis 
Bacon’s fame. It it shall be proved by the issue of 
this controversy, that so contemptible a poet and 
dramatist as the author of a few verses paraphrasing 
Job and Psalms, and of “A Holy War,” passed his 
last days of enforced retirement for high crimes in 
trying to steal the glory of another man through an 
edition of his works by interweaving the cryptogram 
and its monstrous story, his name will be consigned 
to eternal infamy. CLARKE IRVINE. 

Oregon, Mo. 


—— . i 


How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and 
thus gave a half dollar apiece. c . 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand 
or in his shop window. Be sure that he displays the 
pictures. : 

3: Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to take off his 
hands at the end of the week any that remain unsold. 
It he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
among your acquaintances. On your request, we 
will gend you back-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave copy occagionally where it will be 
picked up—in the train, in the factory, in the 
meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts, 
and when convenient hand one to a friend. . 

7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend 
to take it, 


A Prohibitionist Meets a Christian Relativ of 
Colonel Ingersoll. i i 

Chartes C. Moore, Editor Blue Grass Blade, 
This time the joke is on me, but I am going to 

tell it all the same. ^ 
-You know I hav had a peck of trouble because I 
will back old Brother Bob Ingersoll, and I reckon I 
hav suffered more for my religion, considering the | 
amount of it that I hav on hand, than any man in the 
United States. D 
` ‘They hav caught up with Blaine, and Cleveland, 
and old Brother Beecher in little nest-hiding ” jobs; 
Talmage was once arraigned by his church under the | 
charge of lying, and Sam Small has lately been in 
hot water under the charge of shortage of public 
funds ; but when it comes to old Colonel Bob, every- 
body that knows anything about him says that he 
givs to the poor, is the champion of overworked 
factory girls, that he is a good husband, a good 
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Two of Colonel Ingersoll’s Critics. 

We do not believe that the “labor reformers” of 
this country and Canada will make headway for their 
cause by following the lead of. the Toronto Labor 
Advocate in abusing Col. Robert G. Ingersoll as a 
“shallow phrase monger” and a willing hired advo- 
cate of the “privileged classes,” notwithstanding 
the echoing of the Advocate's sheet-iron thunder by 
Mr. B. R. Tucker, self-elected spokesman of “ Philo- 
sophical Anarchy” and self-appointed corrector of 
the human race. 

The diatribe of the Zabor Advocate, substantially 
repeated by Mr. Tucker, was caused by Colonel In- 
gersoll’s article in the North American Review in 
reply to General Hawkins, a good epitome of which 
was published in Tux Truru Szxxen last week. We 
hope everyone will read it, as no doubt he will, and 
send for the Review and peruse it entire. Then 
judge if Mr. Phillips Thomson and Mr. B. R. Tucker 
can find any justification for their characterization 
of its author as an enemy of the workingman, and 
for saying, as does the Advocate, approvingly re- 
printed by Mr. Tucker, that Colonel Ingersoll ig 
* posing as a champion of the very worst abuses and 
villanies of the age, and bringing his undoubted elo- 
quence and argumentativ power to justify the whole- 
sale robbery of the people by railroads and the mani- 
fold rascalities of the competitiv system,” or if 
there be any truth in the assertion that “he makes 
great professions of Liberalism, but somehow on 
every practical question he is always found in alli- 
ance With the capitalistic, corrupt, or reactionary 
elements—the champion of the privileges of wealth 
and vested wrong—whether as corporation lawyer, 
campaign speaker, or magazine writer.” 

So far from the truth are these assertions that it is 
mild language to call them lies. On the labor ques- 
tion Oolonel Ingersoll has always talked common 
sense, which to some “reformers” is exceedingly 
objectionable. He is not an Anarchist, as he knows 
that government is necessary. He is not a Socialist, 
for he believes in individual liberty. And because 
he is neither of these, both unite in denouncing 
him, and Christian and Infidel “reformers” in 
Toronto and Boston, Socialistie and Anarchistio, 
bury their mutual hatred long enough to wag 
malicious tongues at a man too big for them to 
comprehend. But Oolonel Ingersoll’s sympathies 
for the oppressed, for the poor, the victims of 
environments and heredity, the robbed producers 
of wealth, the real pushers-on of civilization, - will 
not be lessened by such attacks, nor will those who 
hav read him be deceived thereby. 

Colonel Ingersoll bas given his views on social 
matters to the world in many interviews and in some 
speeches. His “hobby,” as he calls it, on the 
“land question,” was ridden at the banquet in 
Montana only a few weeks ago. And if anyone 
can find in that hobby any leaning toward capi- 
talistio corruption, or defense of the “ privileges 
of wealth” to monopolize the ground, or fear 
of * vested wrong," he must hav the most wonderful 


eyesight ever given to man. It is in TRR Tavra 
Szexer of June 27th; read it. Every one of our 
readers, too, will remember his “ Lay Sermon” to the 
Secular Union, in which he considered the inequal- 
ity of conditions now existing, and from which it is 
evident that his sympathies are with just the 
opposit “classes” to the one alleged by the 
Toronto Socialist and echoed by the Boston Anarch- 
ist. Read some of his paragraphs: I propose,” he 
began, “to say a few words upon subjects that are 
near to us all, and in which every human being ought 
to be interested—and if he is not, it may be that 
his wife will be, it may be that his orphans will be; 
and I would like to see this world, at last, so that a 
man could die and not feel that he left his wife and 
children a prey to the greed, the avarice, or the cruel- 
ties of mankind. There is something wrong in a 
government where they who do the most hav the 
least. There is something wrong, when honesty 


wears a rag, and rascality a robe; when the loving, | 


the tender, eat a crust, while the infamous sit at 
banquets. I cannot do much, but I can at least 
sympathize with those who suffer.” 

* My sympathies are with the poor. My sympa- 
thies are with the workingmen of the United States. 
Understand me distinctly. I am not an Anarchist. 
Anarchy is the reaction from tyranny. I am not a 
Socialist. I am not a Communist. Iam an Indi- 
vidualist. I do not believe in tyranny of govern- 
ment, but I do believe in justice as between man 
and man.” 

“No man should be allowed to own any land that 
he does not use. Everybody knows that—I do not 
care whether he has thousands or millions. I hav 
owned a great deal of land, but I know just as well 
as I know that I am living that I should not be 
allowed to hav it unless I use it. And why! Don’t 
you know that if psople could bottle the air, they 
would? Don’t you know that there would be an 
American Air-bottling Association? And don’t you 
know that they would allow thousands and millions 
to die for want of breath, if they could not pay for 
air? Iam not blaming anybody. I am just telling 
how it is. Now, the land belongs to the children of 
Nature. Nature invites into this world every babe 
that is born. And what would you think of me, for 
instance, to-night, if I had invited you here—nobody 
had charged you anything, but you had been invited— 
and when you got here you had found one man pre- 
tending to occupy a hundred seats, another fifty, 
and another seventy-five, and thereupon you were 
compelled to stand up—what would you think of 
the invitation? It seems to me that every child 
of Nature is entitled to his share of the land, and 
that he should not be compelled to beg the priv- 
ilege to work the soil, of a babe that happened 
to be born before him. And why do I say this? 
Because it is not to our interest fo hav a few 
landlords and millions of tenants.” 

These indicate clearly enough where the sympa- 
thies of the great Agnostic are, but because he has 
the modesty of great genius, and does not pretend 
to be able to rebuild the universe on a specified and 
perfect plan, these little people, so short-sighted 
that they cannot see their own limitations, jump 
around snd call him “shallow.” If the monumental 
impudence of their act ever occurs to them, how 
small they will feel! In that same “ Lay Sermon,” 
he said these common-sense things and if is perhaps 
because they are so true that the closet doctrinaires 
dislike to hear them: “ What remedy, then, is there? 
First, the great weapon in this country is the ballot. 
Each voter is a sovereign. There the poorest is the 
equal of the richest. His vote will count just as 
many as though the hand that oast it controled mill- 
ions. The poor are in the majority in this country. 
If there is any law that oppresses them, it is their 
fault. They hav followed the fife and drum of 
some party. They hav been misled by others. No 


‘man should go an inch with a party—no matter if 


that party is half the world and has in it the greatest 
intellects of the earth—unless that party is going 
his way. No honest man should ever turn round to 
join anything. If it overtakes him, good. But do 
not go with anything that is not going your way, 


no matter whether they oall it Republican, or Demo- 


erat, or Progressiv Democracy—do not go with it 
unless if goes your way. 

“The ballot is the power. The law should settle 
many of these questions between capital and labor. 


But I expect the greatest good to come from civili- - 


zation, from the growth of a sense of justice; for I 
tell you, to-night, a civilizid man will never want 
anything for less than it is worth—a civilized man, 
when he gells a thing, will never want more than it 
is worth—a really and truly civilized man. would 
rather be cheated than to cheat. And yet, in the 
United States, good as we are, neatly everybody 
wants to get everything for a little less than it is 
worth, and this breeds raseality on both sides. 
That ought to be done away with. There is one step 
toward it that we will take: we will finally say that 
human flesh, human labor, shall not depend entirely 
on ‘supply and demand.“ That is infinitly cruel. 
Every man should giv to another according to his 
ability to giv—and enough that he may make his 
living and lay something by for the winter of old 
age.” 

There is small hope of getting the envious and 
dishonest social critics of Colonel Ingersoll to do 
him justice, but at least they should know what he 
said on the subjects they write around. 

— — . — 


Henry Ward Beecher. 


The unveiling of a statue of Brooklyn’s late famous 
heretical preacher has induced several ministers to 
use him for a text, and to try to tell what kind of a 
man and preacher he was. One of Brooklyn’s pres- 
ent preachers, the Rev. A. O. Dixon, but not famous, 
made some very plain remarks on the subject in a 
sermon in which he sought to explain Mr. Baecher’s 
position, but he did not advance the true explanation 
of Beecher’s extraordinary changes, though he 
described them pretty accurately. In Mr. Beecher's 
early ministry,” said Mr. Dixon, “he was a teacher. 
He believed the Bible and proclaimed it as the rev- 
elation of God with no uncertain accent. But in his 
later ministry it was almost impossible to learn just. 
what he believed as to the inspiration of the soript- 
ure, future punishment, the atonement, eto. At 
times he seemed to bə orthodox, then Unitarian, 
then again Universalist. He declared that his best 
friends failed to undarstand him; and no wonder. 
The sermon of the day sesmed to contradict the ser- 
mon of last week. Some one said: ‘The word is 
now composed of believers, unbelievers, and Beecher- 
ites.’ The Henry Ward Beecher of old age almost 
demolished the strong Henry Ward Beecher of 
former days.” 

One explanation of this Mr. Dixon had from mem- - 
bers of Plymouth church, to the effaot that after the 
nervous strain of the great trial, in which he bore 
himself so nobly, he was not just what he was 
before. “I hav it on good authority,” said Mr. 
Dixon, “ that such was the opinion of some promi- 
nent members of Plymouth church and that it made 
them generous toward the inconsistencies and 
vagaries of his preaching in his later days. Some 
of his best friends thought him at times hardly 
responsible for what he said or did.” 

But this is not Mr. Dixon's own opinion. The 
true explanation of this change,” he continued, 
“ Seems to me to lie in Mr. Beecher's sensitivness to 
environment, and the fact that in his early days he 
studied the Bible, while in his latter dsys he gave 
most of his time to the study of contemporaneous 
literature, the spirit of which was largely anti- 
biblical. It is evident that Mr. Beecher in preparing 
his sermons on evolution read Herbert Spencer more 
than he did Moses. He was always a man of the 
times in the sense that he was in sympathy with 
living men about him, but he became a man of the 
times in the sense that he allowed the speculations 
of the times to mold his thought. In early life Mr. 
Beecher believed that the Bible should mold the age. 
In Jater years he tried to adapt the Bible to the 
spirit of opposition about bim." 

And yet Mr. Dixon has only partially seen the 
truth. The real explanation is that Mr. Bsecher was 
a Freethinker, but also a coward. He loved popu- 
larity, wealth, and applause. But he did not believe 
evangelical Ohristianity to be true. He said so in 
confidence to Stephen Pearl Andrews, and when 
asked by the latter, after a long conversation on the 
subject, why he did not leave the pulpit as he did 
not believe the religion he was teaching, he said he 
could not giv up his place of honor and wealth, as 
life in the limited field of an ex-clergyman would be 
burdensome. Besides, he added, “I can now do 
more good work leading my congregation into 
Rationalism than by forsaking the church and talk- 
ing to fewer people.” It was this strong desire to 
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rationalize religion, to get superstition out of the 
people, and the equally strong fear that some time 
he might say too much and be obliged to quit the 
Ohristian ministry, that produced the contrasting 
sermons—one of Infidelity, the other of conservativ 
Christianity. He startled the people by his boldness 
and then lulled them with a regular orthodox dis- 
course. But no man knew better than he that his 
heretical sermons were the ones which left the per- 
manent influence, and that was precisely the effect 
he desired. He did not preach heresies because of 
the influence of the speculations of the times upon 
his mind, but because they were the doctrins which 
he himself believed and wanted others to' believe. 
But he did not want to lose his pulpit and position. 
— . — 4ä —L—A 


The Beauty of a Good Sunday Law. 


Monday, June 29th, there was painted in a police 
court in this city a picture of the possibilities of the | 
Sunday law which we hope will never fade. It 
ought to be kept before the people continuously, and 
if some artist could transfer it to canvas and get it 
hung in the Museum of Art, its study might help to 
educate the people of this city. It would be pecu- 
liarly appropriate for Sunday exhibition. Future 
generations, however, would undoubtedly maintain 
that it was a fancy sketch. 

The picture was this: A policeman arraigned a 
man before & police justice. “I drank a glass of 
milk in this man’s store on Sunday,” said the officer. 
“Did you arrest him for giving you the milk!“ asked 
the justice in astonishment. ‘ Certainly,” coolly 
replied the policeman. “I took him into custody 
for violation of the Sabbath Jaw.” 

The officer was in citizen's clothes, and did not 
pay for the milk until the storekeeper reminded him 
of his remissness. The criminal was locked up sev- 
eral hours before bail was accepted. The justice 
rendered his decision, speaking to the policeman in 
these words: “I think you could hav employed 
yourself much better yesterday. This arrest should 
never hav been made. Ido not see any harm in sell- 
ing milk. The prisoner is discharged." 

If the justice had added, But I see a great deal of 
harm in Sunday laws, he would hav sounded the key- 
note of the situation. Laws which allow auch inva- 
sion of human rights as this are simply infamous. 
Locked in a dirty cell for several hours for selling a 
glass of milk! Aud yet there are thousands of good 
Ohristiaus iu this town who will say the officer did 
right. Aud there are hundreds of thousands more 
in the country trying to make such procedure the 
rule of the land! 


Mr. Wanamaker Helping the Brethren. 


At its last session Congress appropriated twelve 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars to purchase a site 
for a new post-office in San Francisco, with the pro- 
viso that any remainder should be applied to erect- 
ing the building. The main thoroughfare of San 
Francisco, as everyone knows, is Market street, and 
upon that road it is the unanimous opinion of the 
business men of that city that the office should be 
placed. This was also the opinion of Mr. Wanamaker 
until his recent visit to the West, and before he had 
taken counsel of the pious ones of that golden burg. 
While under their influence he appointed a select 
committee to choose the site, with strict instructions 

to keep quiet for the love of God and his church. 
This committee was appointed immediately after con- 
sulting the members of the Calvary Presbyterian 
church, who desire to dispose of their property. 
From statements printed in the ungodly news- 
papers the matter stands about thus: Oalvary 
church site is worth some $200,000. But Mr. 
Wanamakers committee will giv $400,000 for it. 
Adjoining land is also to be sold the government for 
the balance of the appropriation. The site is for the 
purpose practically worthless, being too far from 
the business center of the town. But one of 'Frisco's 
business men explains the deal: Postmaster- 
general Wanamaker,” he said, “is allowing his zeal 
in religious matters to overbalance his business 
sense. He has been impressed with the fact that 
nearly all of San Francisco's Protestant churches 
are in need of money. He has probably considered 
this a good opportunity to make at least one church 
rich. No one will question the statement that the 
Oalvary church property is worth less than $200,000, 
a gilt-edged price for it. Now if it is to be put in at 


$400,000, double the highest possible real value, as I 
understand it will be, Mr. Wanamaker has some 
powerful motiv.” 

` Undoubtedly Mr. Wanamaker has a powerful 
motiv. Of course he will not pecuniarily profit by 
the transaction, but he will help the Lord, or the 
Lord's anointed—which is the same thing—and 
thereby increase the brightness of his own halo and 
the weight of his crown when he gets to heaven. 
“Inasmuch as ye hav done it unto the least of one 
of these ye hav done it unto me,” and aren't the 
deacons of Frisco some of the least of these? To 
be sure. So they get the people’s cash, Mr. Wana- 
maker obtains the heavenly reward, and the glory cf 
God thereby more abounds. i 

Perhaps Mr. Wanamaker will, when he has satis- 
factorily explained his connection with the Keystone 
bank of Philadelphia and his various statements 
relating thereto, explain why he changed his mind 
about this post-office site after being visited by the 
members of the church. l 

— — —— 

Comstock and McAfee Lose a Victim. 

Mr. J. B. Oaldwell, editor of Christian Life, a 
plain-spoken journal preaching sexual purity, has 
been acquitted of the charge of disseminating 
obscenity, and Comstock will not hav the satisfac- 
tion of seeing him in prison. l 

The case was called in the Chicago district of the 
United States court on June 9th, before Judge 
Blodgett. Ex-Judge Hand argued for the prosecu- 
tion, and Captain Black, who defended the Anarch- 
isis, was retained for Mr. Caldwell. The defendant 
waived his right to & jury, and the case was decided 
by the judge, who reserved his decision for several 
days and then declared the prisoner not guilty. 

In his address the defendant's counsel is reported 
as making an “eloquent plea for the rights of the 
unborn and the homes of our land. Said he hoped 
the day was not far distant when the subject of 
generation would be reverently discussed at the fire- 
side, between mothers and sons, fathers and daugh- 
ters, that they might intelligently understand the 
sacredness and responsibilities of these most impor- 
tant powers.” We do not see quite clearly why the 
discussion on this subject should not be between 
mothers and daughters and fathers and sons instead 
of as Captain Black stated his hopes, but perhaps 
in that case conventionalities would not be sufi. 
ciently violated to suit the purists, though probably 
as intelligent an understanding of the matter would 
be arrived at. 9 

But we are unfeignedly glad to know that Inquis- 
itor Comstock and his henchman McAfee are de- 
prived of one victim. From the few numbers of the 
Christian Life that we hav seen we judge Mr. Cald- 
well to be a man of good intentions and a respectable 
linguist. His piety is of the “pale phantom” order 
which some people of kind hearts affect when they 
cannot accept evangelical Christianity. His teachings 
will probably tend toward good, if he can reach the 
ones that need them. As for his prosecutors, every- 
one knows what they are. 

— ree 


Editorial Notes. 


Tux Christian Statesman give its grounds for asking for 
Sunday laws as follows: ** The only ultimate foundation for 
the law of Sabbath rest is found in the law of God, which 
has reserved one-seventh of man’s time from secular uses, 
has made the right to rest during that portion of time one of 
the chiefest human rights, and made the obligation of rest 
as binding on states and nations as on individuals.“ But 
supposing there is no God—and who can prove there is ?— 
or that he never made any laws, what then? Jesus Christ 
never established any Sabbath, and the Sabbath of the Old 
Testament is Saturday, so why is the Statesman arguing for 
Sunday ? 


Ir we may credit the Christian Statesman, the churches 
are reforming, growing in humanity and decency if not in 
grace. It says: Not very long since’ to hav mentioned 
the word slavery in some of our pulpits or church courts 
would hav called forth derision if not hisses. Where is it 
now? Who would stand as its godfather in any religious as- 
sembly in the land? It is within the recollection of some living 
when court-houses, public buildings and even churches were 
erected with proceeds of gambling and especially lottery 
schemes. Where are they now? Who would be willing to 
stand as their sponsor in any decent community?” We con- 
gratulate the churches on their great improvement. 


Tur San Francisco Wasp thus comments upon a recent 
incident: At the Presbyterian General Assembly in De. 
troit, Dr, Breckinridge had just finished a solemn defense 


of the orthodox faith, menaced by modern heresy, when he 
swayed and fell dead. ‘He walked with God, and was not, 
for the Lord took him.“ Dr. Breckinridge's holy end will be 
the theme of a library of edifying sermons on the noble ex- 
ample of the Christian hero, dying with his armor on. But 
if some Atheistic crank in Ohio had raised his hand and 
dared the almighty to kill him, and had thereupon fallen 
dead as the good Presbyterian orator did, how the hinges of 
Talmage's mouth would hav creaked as this signal example 
of divine vengeance upon blasphemers was hurled in the 
faces of an awe-stricken congregation.” ` 


A 8EOULAR paper alludes to the Museum of Art, now open 
Sundays, as the church in the Park.” The Christian In- 
telligencer asks ** to be informed of the success of this relig- 
fous enterprise as soon as sufficient time shall hav elapsed 
to furnish a test. Will they tell a waiting world how many 
souls hav been converted, how many drunkards and gam- 
blers reformed, how many idlers made industrious, how many 
saloons closed, by the Sunday exhibition of pictures and 
statuary? Surely if the Museum is now a church, we shall 
see fruits of its influences. If folks go there to worship or to 
receive spiritual influence, some result of this new method of 
seeking God’s favor should be seen in their lives.” We feel 
willing to guarantee that the Museum will hav a more bene- 
ficial influence than any church in its neighborhood and do 
more to keep drunkards sober, gamblers idle, idlers indus- 
trious, and saloons empty. As for conversion,“ spirit- 
ual influences,” and ‘‘ God’s favor,” they are of no particular 
account. f 


TRE following well-deserved notice of a good book is from 


{the American Sentinel: ‘* Parker Pillsbury, of Concord, 


N. H., well known as one of the original anti-slavery agi- 
tators, has rendered the country another valuable service in 
writing ‘ Acts of the Anti-Slavery Apostles.’ Mr. Pillsbury’s 
book is interesting and valuable now; it will be more so in 
years to come. Time ever adds to the value of accurate 
history. The author has not only grouped together in this 
book an imposing array of most interesting facts concerning 
the anti-slavery agitation, but he has thrown into his narra- 
tiv the energy of the deep convictions which nerved him 
for the important part which he himself took in the struggle 
for the freedom of an enslaved race, and which he now 
modestly but faithfully relates. Those especially who hav 
grown up since the war which struck the shackles from four 
millions of their fellow-beings, should read this book, as it 
will enable them to estimate more nearly the value of human 
freedom and the degrading influence of serfdom.” 


TIuxs are changing. The Christian Register, the chief or- 
gan of the Unitarian church in the. United States, declares 
that Thomas Paine, though stigmatized and set aside as 
an Infidel, finds reincarnation in the modern scientific 
biblical critic.” The Register thinks that Mr. Paine was only 
a little in advance of his generation, and that scholarly bib- 
lical students are now beginning to look on the Bible as he 
did. And the Christian Advocate, chief organ of the Method- 
ist church, adds: There are different ways of attacking 
the Bible. The open, frank denunciation of the book in 
which Thomas Paine indulged, although vituperativ and 
blasphemous, is far less harmful and more manly than the 
thrusts of those who, while pretending to respect it as in a cer- 
tain sense divine, yet really attempt to strip from it every 
vestige of divine authority and character.” This latter 
thrust is directed at Dr. Briggs and the higher critics.” 
But it is something to find two religious organs recognizing 
Paine's merits. i 


PxnHAPS few of the Liberals of this city know of the cosy 
place the Radical Club has provided for their social enjoy. 
ment, but they really ought to look it up, for they might find 
much pleasure therein. The club is neither Anarchist nor 
Socialist, but Liberal. Dr. Foote, Jr., and T. B. Wakeman 
are the leading spirits, the first looking after the business 
part of the enterprise (at no inconsiderable expense to him- 
self, we imagin), and the second being the club’s guide, 
philosopher, and friend. There is little discussion at the 
meetings, and its heavier work is usually followed by light 
diversion. The plan is not the same as the Liberal Club, the 
intention being to draw out the social side of the people. 
The club leases the entire ground floor of 37 Clinton place. 
The first room, as Mr. Wakeman explained, is where they 
talk to the members; the second is where they dance ’em; 
the glass-inclosed piazza is where they smoke em, and the 
fourth division is where they read 'em, being an exceedingly 
good library. If the members smoke too much, the 
explainer added, they are put out in the yard. Chess tables 
are provided, a piano for the musically inclined, and prob- 
ably young ladies who wanted to could play progressiv 
eucher if they kept the prizes out of sight. The rooms are 
open every day and evening, and at short intervals the club 
has entertainments. The last was on Wednesday evening, 
when Mr. Wakeman wedded art and science in a nice way, 
and other members sang and recited and danced. Young 
ladies Were numerous and pretty, and the children seemed to 
be having a good time. It is rumored that the club’s terp- 
sichorean instructor is soon to take the club’s guide, philos- 
opher, and friend in hand for a course of lessons, and the 
foundations of the house are being strengthened for his first 
appearance. The. dues of the club are only fifty cents a 
month. Visitors are made to feel at home. There is lots 
of jollity for the frivolous-minded and plenty of serious 
talk and books for the scholarly inclined. If the club main- 
tains its existence until next winter it will be a popular 
gathering-place. 
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etes from friends. 


With Their Lever They Moved the World. 
Naw Lokk, June 25, 1891. 
Mr. EDITOR: The other day, while I was discussing with 


a procurator of the Jesuits, he said: ‘ Yes, many years ago 


a noted scientist. said that if he could but get a fulerum by 
the side of the world, and could fix a lever between that 
fulcrum and the world, he could move the world from its 
present position. But he couldn't get the fulcrum !” 
„What, » said I, “do you pretend to be endowed with 


even & New York parochial: school education, and don't 


know that he did get the fulcrum, and fixed a lever between 
it and the earth, and that he did not dare to. pull upon 
that lever and move the earth, because the Holy Inquisition 
of the mother; and consequently the only genuin, Christian 
church was staring him in the face, with the rack, the thumb. 
screw, and the fagot with which to torture him? Are you 


not aware that when Copernicus found that fulcrum, and, 


for the above-named reason, did not dare to pull the lever 
he had fixed between it and the earth, the noble Galileo came 
along a hundred years thereafter, and, boldly and heroically 
taking hold of that lever, gave it a jerk which seat the 
earth spinning around the sun once a year, and revolving 
upon its own axis once every day; while theretofore, and 
because the Bible said so, the earth was flat, rested ona 
foundation, and had four corners? Well, well, what a holy 
lot of benighted dupes must be the poor, unfortunate slaves 
who hav no hope of any more education than that which 
. may be acquired ins New York parochial school!" Our 
hearers laughed, while the Jesuit squirmed and wilted. 
Yours truly, GEORGE NEWTON. 


Why Not in Every City 2 i 
MirnwAUKEE, Wis., June 23, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: I wish to report from our city the work 
which has been done in the Freethought movement during | 
the last year. 


The Liberal Club commenced to hold meetings the 1st of]: 


October last fall, after a vacation of three months.. Our 


meetings were not held in the interest of any particular 1 jgt * 


or “ ism,” but for the whole people, and for the purpose of 
a higher education, seeking for truth wherever we could 
find it. And believing the only true way to do it is to in- 
vestigate all subjects and hear all sides of every question, 
we hav tried to get the most able speakers we could, allow- 
ing them to choose their own subject, no matter, how they 
treated it, whether conservativ or radical, for in the discus- 


sion which always followed every speaker it was sure to be 


fully discussed both from a radical and conservativ stand- 
point. And I want to say right here that while in the dis- 
cussion there was sharp criticism, and. they pitched into each 
other unmercifully, yet it was all done in good humor and 
according to parliamentary law. No personalities were in- 
dulged in. All agreed to disagree on the most friendly 
terms. Many think you cannot hav free discussion on all 
subjects with any degree of harmony. But I find that the 
only way to hav harmony in all meetings is, to hav free 
speech, subject to parliamentary usages. The Spiritualists 


were about the first to advocate a free platform, and among 


the first to repudiate it afterward, so at this time some sub- 
jects are ignored from their platforms. 

The meetings I hav spoken of by the Liberal Club hav 
been running for three or four years with increasing popular- 
ity and success. Dr. Juliet H. Severance has been the pres- 
ident from firet until last fall, when she went South to 
spend the winter, and I was elected in her stead. ; 

Our meetings will close for the season next “Sunday, June 
the 28th. Dr. Severance will be our speaker, and her sub- 
ject ‘‘ Medical Mistakes,” and I hope some of the doctors 
will be there to criticise her. 

I had forgotten to mention that the speaker of the evening 
has a closing speech in reply to his or her critics. This givs 
the speaker an equal chance with the rest. Everyone 18 
free to admit that attends our meetings that they learn a 
great deal more there than anywhere they go, and we think 
it has helped to advance Freethought to a wonderful 
extent. e 

Now, I would ask, why cannot such meetings be started 
in every city? Of course, the work comes upon a few. 
But get volunteer speakers, and then your expense for'a 
hall is about all' you hdv, and the collections will about 
cover all expenses. 

All that is required is for some two or three to start and 
make a move, and you »u find that it can be done. 

Pzor. A. B BEVERÀNOR., 


The Sunday Fight, and a Just Illustration, 


Br. JoszPH, Mo., June 21, E.M. 291. 

` Mx. Eprror; The forcing open of the doors of the great 
‘museum in New York is a score for the people against puri- 
tanical orthodoxy. This proves that though justice is slow 
to get around, yet coursge and determination will: win 
against man-made gods, and cruel, corrupt, and despotic 
religion—a religion for the rich, to make the rich richer and 
the poor poorer. 

We hav been having a fight over thé Sunday Rest law 
here in St. Joseph for several months. It was introduced by 
& fraud named Crafts—a name suitable to the subject. Like 
Paul, who declared, Being crafty (caught you with guile,” 
this fraud Crafts and His aiders did more work on Sunday 
than any other day of the week. Yet thie buildings in which 
he labored are‘not taxed, though honest men and women 
hav to pay taxes on their property, and- licenses for permis- 
sion to conduct their business, trades, or occupations. 


| swered, 


' j These beggars, these grasshoppers; eat up the people’s aub- 


stance and giv them nothing in return for it but wind and a 
very poor article at that, and the attempt.to enslave them by 
most unjust, senseless, and tyrannical laws and by depriving | 
them of the exercise of their natural and just rights. 

‘How long will intelligent people submit to the arrogatice | 
and dictation of these beggars, these more than useless fungi? 

The best point made on. the uselessness of religion and | 
man-made gods was by. Dr. Fisk, an eminent physician of 
this city, i in answer to an orthodox lady a few days ago. 


She was speaking of ‘the power of God and the love of Jesus, P 
when he stated the cage ofthe young lady who was traveling | 


on horseback in this Christian land," when she was 
seized by two young men and. forcibly dragged. from -the | 
horse. In her struggle with them. both of her legs were 
broken, and she was-then taken to an old, small building. and 


| outraged in a most saintly manner, and then chained with | 


an iron chain to the wall and abandoned. During all this | 
time there was a man sitting. quietly by on the fence Who 
knew -béforehand what thee: young men would do; saw 
every movement made by them; saw the brave defense the | 
young woman made to protect her honor and. her life; heard | 
her calls, her screams for aid, her Prayers to an mafeeling | 
God who did not answer nor help "her—this man who had 
power by the mere exercise of his will or the turning of his 
hand, to save her and overwhelm them, did nothing." 
After pausing, he then asked the orthodox, believing woman, 
"What do you think of such à man às that n The lady 
seemed horrified and impetuously declared that: this looker- 
on who made no attempt to help and save the young woman 
was worse than the men who perpetrated" this saintly out- 
rage. Who was that man? The cowardly wretch! Do 
vou know: him ?“ she ‘demanded. The doctor calmly an- 
“That man was Mr.. Jesus Christ.” The lady | 
fainted. : Did you. ever. look: at it in this light? Think of 
this! ES en : Pi. V. Wiss. 


"n 


Benth-hod Perieeition. 


CE : Epa, O., June 24, 1891.- 
Mz. otros: In many places religious: revivals seem to 
hav been very successful last winter, but. our community 
was fortunate enough to- egcape such an affliction. Prodig- 
ious effort and imported talent were unavailing. Their 
sf believe or be damned » doctrin set before us, and ex- 
pounded with such force (judging by the noise) by our self- 
constituted ‘saints, did not hav much effect on us poor, 
miserable sinners, and:.we.are still on the straight road to 
hell. Our .saintly . Christians would. hav: no. enjoyment in 
heaven if they « could not. take a peep over the edge once in a 
flames öf the bottomless: pit. 

Some one has said’ that id conati in: making 
others happy; so we are happy in the thought that we will 
be the instruments of their pleasure. There's no selfishness 
about us. 

At our revivals we are told how. mean, low, and despicable 
we are, and how vile & moral man is in the sight of Jehovah, 
unless he is a Christian of the Methodist variety. They 
ought to feel grateful for our voluntary sacrifice to. insure 
their future bliss, but they seem to hav: no ep preciatty 
faculties. 

A young man who lived here, W. H. Seidler, a special 
friend of mine, was a fflicted with consumption. He was 
reared in strict orthodoxy, but When he grew to manhood hé 
did not accept their doctrins as the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing büt the truth. He knew very little of Secular phi- 
losophy, but he had exceptional facilities for learning the 
hollowness and insincerity of the class of people that make 
the most noise at a religious revival, and he judged the dec. 
írins by their fruits. When it became evident that he could 
not liv, desperate efforts were made to convert him, as it 
would not do to allow him to pass away in peace without 
professing Christianity. The stories about Old Split foot 
hovering around the death- chamber of godless people were 
liable to be exploded and half the pleasure of the dear 
Sunday-school children would bé forever gone. A Mr. Gant, 
an egoistical bombast who electrifies, as he thinks, a religious 


| class-meeting with theological rot, visited my friend one 


afternoon, began lecturing bim, and soon had him crying. 

The poor boy was passiv fora time, hoping that he would 
soon stop aud leave, ‘but he finally found it was necessary to 
defend himeelf, and, as he related it to me and others, talked 
about this way : I think if anyone should be religious I should 
be, for I never knew anything else, and am a little inclined 
that way, but am not afraid to dieas Iam. Iam nota crim- 
{nal and am just as good as you are. You ought to be 
ashamed of yourself to talk to me and lecture me in that 
style, and if you cannot do better than that just stay away, 
for I don’t want you sround. You need not come back 
again.” Yet this man of monumental ‘‘ cheek » talked right 
on as if he had a right to torture the helpless. As the boy 
got weaker he naturally became more passiv, and shortly 
before he died, when he became so weak that his mind some- 
times wandered, he expressed his faith in God and said he 
| was going to sleep with Jesus.” My. purpose while attend- 
ing him was to secure him &s much peace, comfort, and en- 
joyment as possible while he lived. I am censured by 
gome for mentioning these things now. Don't hurt 
anyone’s feelings,” they say. These people did not hesitate 
to tortute the boy or to flaunt their alleged victory in our 
faces. They forget that some of his real friends may hav 
sonie’ feeling too. Oh, no, we are not to be considered. 

Y shall not soon forget my promis to the deceased to 
avenge his wrongs. Some of these people are very noisy 
in telling my friends how they are going to annihilate me, 
put they hav not yet aoe: any of their many oppor- 
tunities. 


We bav a class of religious people here, as you will find: 
in most communities, who think they are the moral, 
spiritual, and intellectual center around which the universe 
revolves. We. must sit in silence. and listen to their tirades 
of abuse, but when we criticise some of their opinions or 
actions it makes quite a difference. It is always well to ‘hear 
pon Bides of a case lo: bofore giving judgment. : 

UE ds E aes n w. J. Duron. 


nr Parsons Want the Fair Closed. : 


te - -: GRANGER, WYO., June 13, 1891. 
` Mr. onori For some: time I hav been watching the 
effort of the holy people of our country to close the Colum- 
bian Exposition on the Lord's day, and in consequence am 
forced to the opinion that it is their holy job and not the 
welfare of the dear people which is at stake, for we well 
know that the clergy and the church would trample upon the 
rights and liberty of all nations to further their own narrow 
and selfish interests. . MIC PE 

Let us figure it up in this light. If the Exposition is kept 
open on Sunday fully ninety per cent of the church-going 
people, will avail themselvs of the opportunity of attending 
the Exposition on that day, and especially those who are 
obliged to attend to business during the week. Now, the 
preachers know this, and are shrewd enough to know their 
} congregations will be:so diminished on Sunday that they 
will be obliged to preach to empty benches’ and a few.-old 
croakers who are not able to attend the Exposition, and in 
consequence of this their collections of . God's money " will 


-be very light, and our dear parsons will be very short, if not 


entirely out, of pocket-money during the summer of 1893. 

Possibly some of them are shocked at the bare idea that they 
may hav to go to work to keep the wolf from their door if 
the dear people should lose sight of their duty to God for a 
tew Sundays. . Now, it's my opinion that right here is where 
the shoe pinches, and if the people would agree to pay. them 
their salaries in advance, church or no church, there would 
be nothing said in opposition to the opening of the World’s 
Fair on Sunday. They would simply relapse into joyful 
silenze and groan, ** The Lord's will be done. Ohhh!!!” - 

You see, the preachers can attend the Exposition during 
the week and still rake in their own week's wages on Sun- 
day, while the honest laboring man will be obliged to work 
every day in.the- week to keep his family and be able to 
attend the Exposition one day out of seven. It is my opin- 
jon that these holy chicken-eaters are the biggest drones and. 
deadbeats the world ever produced, forever prating about. 
the: love and mercies of God, while the deeds committed 
in the name of God on record in the “holy Bible” (holy 
Kibarsh) are enough to make one's heir stand straight up to 
think about it. 

For my part, I am obliged to work every Sunday in the 
year to hold my job. So are the preachers; they must hav 
Sunday set aside to stuff their crazy slush down the dear 
people’s necks, or they cannot hold their job and make a 
living. Poor preachers, it would be too bad to see them 
hungry! A preacher in Houston, Tex., not long ago de- 
nounced the class of people to which I belong as a set of 
night prowlers and drunkards.” Better that than a set of 
chicken-eaters, holy.loafers, and deadbeats. "s 

God rested on Sunday. So they claim he did not call the 
fishes, etc., around him and preach to them to make them 
grateful for creation. He must hav been very weary indeed; 
and needed much rest from the immense week’s work that 
he had done, as we don't know of his ever doing anything 
since. 

Now, should our holy law-makers decide to dlio: the Ex- 
position on Sunday, which day would that be?—the day 
that God: was supposed to hav finished his work and rested 
therefrom, or the day set aside for holy pow-wow by the 
church? Which would they obey—the Bible or the church ? 
Now, I should like to see the day that these croaking asses 
should be obliged to go to work for a living! And such 
would be the case if the people could only be taught that the 
devil was not going to get them when they died. If they 
could only be taught the truth the church would die as dead 
ag a cloven oyster in less than two years. It is the fear of hell, 
not the love of heaven, that keeps up the church to-day. . 

Again I say, it is the personal welfare of the cletgy, not 


the welfare of the people, that urges them to fight for the 


closing of the Exposition on Sunday. 

What are the principles of the church built on anyway. ? 
The question answers itself—the rock of ignorance and su- 
perstition. Grauting that the Bible is what the clergy claims 
it to be, Christ never taught any creed or dogmas. He forbid 
his gospel-slingers taking money for their labor. And his 
own disciples doubted his authority and identity. Anudhe 
lost faith in the power of his supposed father to save him on 
the cross before death ; and yet in the face of all conflicting 
stories the church. exista and flourishes in the name of the 
** Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” How in the namé of com- 
mon sense can intelligent people swallow such stuff? Will 
some good Gd-fearing preacher or priest tell me? I am, 

Yours, willing to be enlightened, F. R. DRESBAGE, - 
Telegraph Operator and Infidel. 


More Moralists than Christians. 
: BREATHEDSVILLE, Mo., June 20, 1891.- 

Mr. Eprror: The German Baptists had their annual meet- 
ing at Hageratown, which commenced on May 28th and 
lasted a week, and as I thought it might interest some of 
your readers, I will giv a short description of it as I saw it 
during my four days’ attendance. 

The annual meeting is their final court of resort: i Bible 
explanation and church government, from all over the 
United States, and here they arrange all matters, even to 
the style of their clothes for male or female members. They 
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` <. aim at plainness of dress and are opposed to the wearing of 
„ jewelry of any kind, or any display of high-mindedness, 
treating everyone as a friend wherever they meet them, 
„ never standing on any ceremonies or waiting for an introduc- 
ee tion before they can speak to others. : 
„„ Having established a set of rules or laws that lead to 
.: thrift, many of their members are well-to.do people, and all 
Preachers, who can, as well as many laymen, visit these annual 


meetings, producing large crowds. I should judgé there 


Was a daily average attendance of ten thousand while the 
nieeting lasted. On Sunday there may hav been fifteen 
thousand. To board and lodge all these ample arrangements 

` had been made at twenty-five cents per meal and twenty-five 
cents for 4 night's lodging; and everything in the eating 
line, with lemonade, could be had on the grounds even on 
Sunday. And although the weather was warm and there 
were several rain showers during the meeting, all was har- 
' ‘monious like a well-raised family, which all lovers of human- 
ity must admire. It is true that in the exuberance of joy at 
seeing old friends some were a little too loud under the taber- 
nacle to permit others hearing the exercises then going on, 
but as a rule the behavior was most excellent even in this 

respect. While sitting listening and observing I felt that I 
“Was among a set of people with the best intentions, and my 

` "heart went spontaneously out to them with a wish that they 

Could still see a-little further in reason and come to the foun- 
dation-rock of demonstrated truth. As a people they are 
more liberal and more guided by common sense than most 
religious sects. They hav no infant or heathen damnation 
in their creed now, because their creed is the Bible as 
explained by these annual meetings. Their explanations of 


the Bible so far hav been to make the church no matter of 


'- gpeculation or merchandise, but they still call it the inspired 


word of God, which made me feel very sorry indeed. But 


as many of them lack education, and hav, no doubt, never 
examined critically into this matter, they may learn after a 


while that, the Bible was made by voting, the same as their. 


church rules are made at these annual meetings. 

One of their preachers or elders, a believer in miracles, 
ckled tue miraclé of Wine. making, and showed, in his own 
mind perhaps, that all things até possible with God. That it 
is possible with God for you to be your own great-grandmother 


and. great-grandson at the same time. But it would hav 
done your heart good to hav seen him sweat, even with his 

„ coat off. He realized. that he had tackled a whopper, as 
well as those who heard him, and I suppose he will. steer 
clear ‘of miracles in the future, as lying for God's sake is no 
better than other lying, even by a man with the best inten- |: 
tions. “You cannot realize how much I wished that the only 
creed and belief in this world would be, Do right at all times, 

. and that all those who practiced this could meet in brotherly 


^ and sisterly fellowship, as did these people, where each tried 
to protect the other from extortion, and helped to make 
others happy and comfortable, even though they did not 


belong to them as members of their church. Now let me 


~ gay to one and all of the German Baptist Brotherhood who 
may see this notice, you hav shown the right spirit to one 


another and to outsiders, as I hav never seen done by any 
other church to my recollection. And in that spirit we out- 


siders,.good and law-abiding citizens, are with you heart 
and hand, but we cannot say we believe to be true what 


nature, common sense, and science tell us is untrue. And 
aß each’ believes what he must believe from the evidence he 
has on the subject, if he is honest with himself there is after 


all no real difference that either party can be responsible for. 


But the entire matter of difference between all honest, well- 
. ' behaved citizens is simply a matter of education and sur- 
“| rounding influences as to what they say they believe. For 
:- Instance, where the father and mother say they believe the 
` Christian Bible to be the word of God, the children are apt 
to say the same thing from young up without spending a 
thought about it. And so the same with the Mohammedans 

i and every other religion; it ia unconsciously, as it were, trans- 


mitted from one generation.to another, in many instances 
even without.a thought of its probable truth. 

This is ail wrong. No one ought to say he believes with- 
out examining the evidence in. the matter, and the evidence 
alone should determin. his belief. How many followers of 
the different religions in the world are such by evidence? 
Not one in ten ‘thousand, but perhaps one in one hundred 
thousand. Yours respectfully, Joun M. Grou. 


A Rationalized Catholic to the Pope. 
ne eee . RiockEvi11z, IA., June 15, 1891. 
Mk. EDIroR: Inclosed please find an Open Letter to the 
Pope. If you will allow it space in TRR TRUTH SRERRR I 
will send a marked copy of the same to his humbugness. 
The letter is also dedicated to my Catholic friends. 
AE ; ‘Yours antipapally, |^ . HENRY Bisson. 


AN OPEN LETTER TO THE POPE. 
i RIOEVILLE, IA., June 15, k. u. 291. 

.. Mn. Pzoot, alias Your Hori(guMBUG)NESS Pore Leo XIII., 
Rome, Italy, Reverend Sir: I was raised a Roman Catholic, 
and I lived up to that religion until I was about twenty-two 

Fears old, when I began to think and read and investigate 

“for myself. The result was that I soon found the truth and 
was: convinced that Christianity is a delusion and a farce and 
cannot stand the test of criticism.. Your holiness of course 
knows how Catholics are made. In the p of infancy 
and childhood, when the mind of the child is not yet capable 
of reasoning and judging between facts and imagination, 

between reality and delusion, between truth and falsehood, 
and when the mind is capable of being molded like a brick, 
then is the time when priestcraft takes advantage of the poor 
dupes. Icompare Catholics with dumb brutes, which are 
compelled to carry their burdens and pull their loads. The 
latter are threatened with the whip, the Catholics are threat- 

ened with purgatory and hell. 
When I was about six years old I was sent to a Catholic 


school, where. J did not learn much of anything but the 


E 


catechism and the Catholic religion. One of your. fanstical 
priests would visit the school twice a week, when he would 
teach us all about a kind and merciful God and about the 
tidings of great joy—namely, an everlasting hell, where all 
heretics and Infidels and all non-Catholics would be tormented 


| forever and ever, while the popes, priests; nune, monks, and 


a few idiots would play on their harps in heaven. So I let. 
the priest do the thinking for me (on religious matters) for a 
few years, but after a while I began to think that I had a 
right to think for myself, and the result is that Iam now 
emancipated from. all mental:slavery and free from’ all 
priestly bigotry and superstition. " - 

‘Now, Mr. Pecci, please allow me to tell you what I do 
believe and what I do not believe. I do not believe there is 
a personal God or a devil, a heaven or a hell, or purgatory ; 
neither do I believe that human beings hav immortal souls. 
These things exist only in the minds of credulous and super- 
stitious people. I also do not believe that you or your 
priests can make Gods-out of dough or wafers, or.that you or 
the priests hav the power to forgiv sins. Neither do I believe 
that you or the priests believe those things yourselvs, but you 
are only upholding the old fraud for the money and fat lazy 
living there is in your false doctrin. But I believe that the 
confessional is often used as a trap by the priests to seduce 
innocent young girls. I also believe that you (the pope) and 
popery, with your infallibility, are the greatest humbug on 
earth. I believe that Catholicism and Christianity is the 
greatest humbug, fraud, superstition, and curse that has 
ever cursed humanity, and I think that this curse should be 
wiped from the face of this earth, and that liberty, humanity, 
and Freethought should take the place of religion. I hope 
that you will be the last pope and that popery will go to 
(hell) the grave with you and never disgrace this world any 
more. I believe in justice and I am not in favor of crime, 
but if you or one of your successors should ever be inclined 
to locate in the United States, then I hope that there will be 
loyal citizens enough in this country to treat you (or him) to 
a hemp collar, and hang you up on the mast of the ship on 
which you may arrive, so as not to allow you to disgrace 
this glorious free country by setting your foot on it. These 
a my compliments to you ; take that for a warning, old 

ellow. 

I will refer you to a few of the popes who hav occupied 
the chair of Bt. Peter who will be & fair sample of papal 
infallibility and as followers of the meek and lowly Jesus: 
Paschal I.. Popess Joan, Nicholas I., Sergius, John XI., 
Boniface VIL, Benedict IX., Gregory VII., Adrian IV., 
Innocent III., Innocent IV., Boniface VIII., John XXII., 
Urban VI., John XXIII., Martin V., Paul II., and Alexander 
VI.; and many more could be mentioned. (If you or any 
of your good Catholics want more information about the 
popes, then I advise you to read D. M. Bennetts ‘‘Cham- 
pions of tbe Church.”) These monsters the popes in disguise 


of infallibility hav committed all kinds of crime, such as 


assassination, incest, adultery, rape, and all kinds of vileness 
and most shameful debaucheries. l i 

There was a time once when Kings and emperors trembled 
before the popes excommunication, but I as a Freethinker 
hav no fear of you whatever. You may sling your anath- 
ema maranathas and maledictions and curses at me across 
the Atlantic ocean until your supply is exhausted and still I 
do not fear your holyhumbugness. 

Such men as Voltaire, Thomas Paine, D. M. Bennett, 
Horace Seaver, and Col. R. G. Ingersoll hav done more 
good for this world than all the popes and priests which 
ever lived on the face on this earth. : 

I will withdraw the curtain for a moment and take a view 
of the drama of popery and Catholicism. The past rises 
before me, as it were, like a dream. I see the Crusades, 
which cost millions of human lives. I see millions of Cath- 
olics, at the instigation of the popes, undertake expeditions 
to Asia to take the Holy Land from the Infidels. The pious 
Catholics assassinate seventy thousand human beings in 
Jerusalem ail for the glory of God. I see the wars of exter- 
mination against the Albigenses. At Bezuers I see sixty 
thousand men, women, and children murdered by the pope’s 
army. Isee the massacre of St. Bartholomew in France, 
where the Catholics killed over forty thousand Huguenots, 
and I see that terrible event celebrated by Pope Gregory 
XIII. by a solemn procession to San Luiga. I see the Inqui- 
sition, with all the instruments of torture which priestcraft 
and popery could invent, with all its horrors and dungeons, 
which caused the torturing and burning at the stake of 
nine million of innocent human belngs for the imaginary 
crimes of withcraft and heresy. I see the killing of AU ges 
by St. Cyril's mob of merciless monks in Alexandria. I see 
the burning of Bruno, the gront martyr of science, at the stake 
in Rome. I see thousands of sweet, lovely young maidens 
induced by hypocritical priests to go to the hells on earth 
called nunneries there to be compelled to satisfy the brutish 
lusts of popes and popish monks and priests, and I see the 
smothering of new-born babies to be sent to heaven for the 
glory of Christ (see Terrible Disclosures of Maria Monk”). 
Ilook again and I see nations against nations at wars of 
extermination instigated by the infallible vicars and vice- 
‘regents of Christ in the chair of St. Peter in Rome. I see 
human blood enough shed on account of Christianity and 
popery to supply a Niagara for twenty-four hours all for the 
glory of an imaginary God. This is a faint description of 
the picture I behold in reviewing Catholicism and popery. 
Oh, if you popes and priests only could blot out that dark 
page in history and hav it forgotten by the human race! 
But ye cannot do that. We Liberals and lovers of liberty 
and humanity, we shall always know it in all times to come. 

Now, Mr. Pecci, I would advise you to renounce popery 
and Christianity and all errors and proclaim the truth. — - 

It is to be hoped that a grand new monument will be 
erected in the near future on the ruins of the Vatican and the 
church of St. Peter in Rome, in honor of Giordano Bruno. 

These are the sentiments of an ex-Catholic, but now a 
confirmed Infidel. "cs Henry Bisson. 


Crushing Blows on Bible and Church. . 

l Irava, ILL., June 30, 1891. 
Mz. Eniror : ‘‘ Blaspheming the name of the Lord and 
desecrating the Lord's day, and not paying the Lord as 
much as is due him or as he should hav," hav been the sub- 


jects much discussed by the preachers in our town for the 


past four or five weeks.: Lurid pictures of a burning hell 
hav been painted for the non-contributor and the blasphemer. 
Perheps the pictures are correctly painted, for I know no 


class that blaspheme so much and contribute so little as the 


priests and preachers, for the real blasphemer is he who 
accuses God of doing wrong because some ignorant, super- 
stitious man or woman has done wrong. : 

Those same blasphemers and prevaricators built partitions 


through the center of what they were pleased to call the 
house of God to keep men and women from sitting together. 
But the self-appointed agents could frisk around on the right 
side with perfect safety» — ö „ 

Now, these self-appointed administrators of God's king- 
dom, the surveyors of the ethereal blue, commonly called 
Bky-pilots, were all good men, as history tells us. These 
special agents once said it was an impious act and 3 criminal 
offense for a man to kiss his wife on Sunday. Would it be 
or could it be impious for a man to kiss his wife, she being 
willing, at any time or place? Surely, no. What possible 
harm could there be ina kiss? To the bad all things are 
bad.- . 

Ik it is wrong to go out riding on Sunday, it is wrong to 
preach, for the book says, rest on the Sabbath day, and it is 
an undeniable fact that there is more rest, more comfort, 
riding through the country beholding the beauties of nature 
and the real word of God than there is in listening to a dull 
sermon on ancient robberies and murders by the elect. : 

Is it wrong for the fish to swim or the birds to sing on 
Sunday? No, surely it cannot be. Then how can it be 
wrong for men and women to go out riding or boating and 
enjoy the exquisit beauty in nature? m 

Which day is Sunday? Can some one answer so it will be 
satisfactory to all? Every day isa day of rest with some 
nation, tribe, or individual. And according to their own 
teaching we are living under the law of free grace,” which 
means liberty to enjoy the Sabbath which was made for 
man. Some of our laws long after free grace” and long 
after secular liberty were the most damnable. For example, 
* No man shall be a freeman or giv a vote unless he be 
converted.” Hardly free grace or liberty ! 

** No Quaker or dissenter shall be allowed to vote.” This 
was what they called select voting, liberty to the elect only. 

“ If any person turns Quaker he shall be banished.” Con- 
version to the Quaker religion did not count. And as the 

law specified he,“ women had no voice in the matter. 
The men who made the law were evidently Paulites. 

“No one shall run on the Sabbath day or walk in his 
garden.” No one could run to save life, or walk in his gar- 
den feasting his eyes upon the flowers, the beautiful and the 
only real revelation of a creator. ` 

** No one shall cook, travel, or make beds or sweep house 
on the Sabbath day.” Could anything be more ridiculous? 
According to such laws, God or no God, it is a virtue to be 
dirty and a crime to be clean. By their dirt ye shall know 
them ! . 

„The Sabbath shall begin at sunset Saturday.” A good 
wife could not cook a supper for a tired husband after sun- 
set Saturday, no matter how hungry he was. 

‘t No woman shall kiss her baby on the Sabbath or fasting 
day." All the above laws were enforced in our own beauti- 
ful land of the free where Thomas Paine said: ‘ Liberty 
has been hunted around the world. Let us prepare an asy- 
lum for mankind.” . 

If it is impious to take pleasure on Sunday, it is impious 
to laugh or express an opinion. 

Our forefathers fought that we might liv and enjoy life, 
and we would be unworthy the life given us if we allow Sab- 
bath drones (I say drones because they expect tho working 
bees to bring in the honey—money—on Sunday) to take 
away our liberty which was so.dearly bought. : 

. Men and women were created for each other. There is an 
affinity that draws them together, and God nor devil cannot 
keep them apart and let them liv. It is love for women that 
makes men manly. It is love for men that makes women 
pure and sweet. Good women by their influence control 
men and make them brave and patriotic. And in return for 
that influence noble men protect virtuous women. 

I believe the time is not far distant when educated, moral 
men ànd womeu will be ashamed to teach the Bible as the 
word of God, the creator. The Bible is not good. It is not 
moral. It is not decent. It has in the hands of ‘‘ vipers and 
hypocrits? ruined thousands of homes, and licensed rascals 
to bind and unbind ” to suit their individual taste. That 
taste, according to history, has been that of the tiger and 
hyena—indulgence and gratification at the expense of the 
poorer class and weaker sex. : 

The time will soon come when every moral man and virtu- 
ous woman for the sake of morality, home, and virtue will 
be ashamed to say Jesus Christ was the son of God. For if 
Christ was the son of God, then libertins are Godlike and 
bastards identical with Jesus Christ. 

In Christ's death Paul saw his opportunity, and he made 
use of it for selfish motiva. Prior to Christ's death he was a 
persecutor of Christ. 

Jesus Christ was a good man in his simple way and did 
much good. But the hypocrits who persecuted him in life 
became his sustainers after death, that they might glorify 
themselvs by teaching a little good for much bad already 
done. ; 

To teach that a liar, a hypocrit, a robber, a seducer, a be- 
trayer, a slanderer, by a little credulity and water poured on 
by a priest or preacher will make a fit subject for,heaven, is 
a reward for crime, and a nauseating stench in the nostrils 


| of good people who simply believe in right doing. 


According to the Bible, God is the author of all things, 
both. good and evil. As he made the devil (sin), and as the 
sins (the devils) of the parents are visited upon the children, 
80 we see God's sin in the devil. 

So, as I said in the beginning, the book and its supporters 
are the greatest blasphemers against the creator. 

As it takes time for a tree to grow, 80 it takes time for edu. 
cation in evolution. Let every Liberal teach the absurdities 
and deceptions of the Bible to their children, and the earth 
will in time support a people who do not believe in the 
miraculous and will not support the self-styled mediators 
between God and man. C. S. RANDOLPH. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Rdited by Mies Busan H. Wrron, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom ail s for 
Ais Corner should be sent. . 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Gomes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


L——————————————————————— 
The Czar and the Dead Soldier, 


id some very hard things 
1 re hay po of el che Russias.” If the poem 
below is not simply imagination, let us hope that 
we may hear shortly of gome worthy deeds per- 
formed by the ozar toward the living men and 
women in his domain.—Fp, 0. C.] 
Unarmed aud unattended walked the ozar 
Through Moscow's busy streets one wintry day: 
The crowd uncovered as his face they saw; 
“God greet the czar !” said they. 
Along his path there moved a funeral, 
Gray spectacle of poverty and woe; 
A wretched sledge, dragged by one weary man 
Slowly across the snow. 
And on the sledge, blown by the wintry wind, 
Lay a poor coffin, very rude and bare; 
And he who drew it bent beneath his load 
With dull and sullen air. 
The emperor stopped and beckoned to the man: 
** Who is’! thou bearest to the grave?” he said. 
„Only a soldier, sire,” the short reply; 
Only a soldier dead.“ 
„Only a soldier,” musing, said the ozar, 
* Oaly a Russian, who was poor and brave. 
Move on; I follow; such a one goes not 
Unhonored to the grave.” 
Ho bent his head, and reverent raised his cap, 
Tbe ozar of all the Russias, pacing slow, 
Following the cofin as again it wont 
Slowly across the snow. 
Tue passers in the street, all wondering, 
Looked on the sight; then followed silently. 
Peasant and prince, and artisan, and olerk, 
Allin one company. 
Still as they want the crowd grew evermore, 
Till thousands stood around the friendless 
grave. 
Led by that princely heart who, royal, true, 
Honored the poor but brave. 
— Boston Evening Transcript. 


— M 
“I Am Great and You Are Small ” 
A sparrow swinging on a branch 

Once caught a passing fly. 
Oh, let mo liv I” the ins sot prayed, 
With trembling, piteous ory. 
“ No," said the sparrow, vou must fall, 
For I am great and you are small.” 


The bird had scarce begun his feast 
Before a hawk came by: 

The game was caught. Pray let me liv !” 
Was now the sparrow’s cry. 

*5 No,” said the captor, “ you must fall, 
For I am great and you are small.” 


Au eagle saw the rogue, and swooped 
Upon bim from on high. 
“u Pray let mo liv! Why should you kill 
Bo small a bird ag I?" | 
Oh, „ said the eagle. you must fall, 
For I am great and you are small.” 
But while he ate, the hunter came; 
He let his arrow fly. 
“Tyrant!” the eagle shrieked, “you hav ` 
No right to make me die!“ 
“Ab!” gaid the hunter, you must fall, 
For I am great and you are smal!.” 


From the German, 
— — 


Historical Puns. 

The Roman bishop's famous compliment 
to the handsome Anglo-Saxon captivs, Not 
Angles, but angels,“ had greater results than 
its actual brilliancy might seem to merit; 
and St. Leo doubtless had no idea when he 
prayed to heaven to aid Rome sgainst the in- 
vading Huns, ‘‘and hurl back these Tartars 
into the fires of Tartarus,” that this punning 
prayer was to fix upon the unlucky “Tar- 
tars ” (as they were then called) a nickname 
that would never die. 

Such puns hav more than once played a 
formidable part in history. France expiated 
by the devastation of an entire province a 
coarse and clumsy play upon ‘‘ corpse” and 
“ corpulence ” made by the French king in 
derision of his terrible neighbor, William the 
Conqueror. Charles V.'s jesting assertion 
that he could put Paris in his glove (gant), 
though meant only to indicate the superior 
size of Ghent to the Paris of that day, stung 
Francis I. into the renewal of a languishing 
war. One of Louis XV.'s upstart favorits 
was driven from the court by the biting pun 
that turned his new title of Marquis de Van- 
diere into Marquis d'Avant.hier" (the day 
before yesterday). - 

The epigrammatic brevity of Sir Francis 
Drake's celebrated but probably mythical 
dispatch announcing the rout of the Armada 
—which consisted of the single word, ** Can. 
tharides,” i. e., the Spanish fly—has been 
twice paralleled in our own age. Sir Charles 
Napier and Lord Dalhousie respectivly an- 
. nounced the annexation of Scinde and that of 
Oude in one word apiece, Peccavi—I hav 


ing, is credited with only a single pun, and 


| cally speaking, on a statesman from Jimtown 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 11. 1891. 


TRUTH SEEKEE; that is how I came to know 
about the Corner. We all think it is grand 
I do hope the time is not far distant when it 
‘will cease to be a Corner and become a whole 
room. My father got for us two of your 
books, Apples of. Gold” and Story 
Hour ;” we are very much pleased with them. 
He is going to send for All in a Lifetime '* 
and THe TEUTH SEEKER. . S 8 

We do not hav.any school; mother teaches 
us at home. 1 study geography, grammar, 
arithmetic, reading, and spelling. 

I hav four sisters, of which I am next to the 
oldest. I hav five brothers. We hav lots of 
sport in the-woods. We hava donkey, and 
all can ride that can hang on; we cal} him 
Balaam. : CM o f 

I hope this letter will not find its way to the 
waste- basket. As pudo, 

I will close, hoping to see this in print. 

. Yours truly, MAup KUPFEL. 


sinned (Scinde), and  Voví, I hav vowed 
(Oude). Equally historical is the bitter pun 
that changed the name of the sluggish Admi- 
ral Torrington to “ Admiral Tarry-in-town.” 

Napoleon, who was no man for light jest- 


that a rather poor one. During his great 
Italian campaign cf 1796-7 he replied to a 
lady, who wondered to find such a famous 
man 80 young, I am young to-day, but to- 
morrow I shall hav Milan " (i, e., mille ans,” 
a thousand years). A much better was that 
made upon the great conqueror himself by 
an Italian countess, who hearing him say, 
‘¢ All Italians are traitors,” replied, pointedly, 
** Not all of them, but a good part? (Buo na- 
parte). Equally neat, and even more grimly | 
significant, was Bismarck’s answer to a per- 
son who was speculating how much the im- 
pending war of 1870 would cost France. 
Not much,” said the Iron Count, only 
two Napoleons !” 
— . ——ä6—' — 
James Keeps His Place. 


There is a small boy working in a mercan- 
til establishment in this town who is not 
likely to be hanged while he stays in New 
York state and the present laws stand as they 
do. More than this concerning this young 
man it would be rash to prophesy. 

Now, the merchant who employs him to 
do a great many things very badly is large, 
red of face, pompous, and dignified. He 
was once in the Senate gallery at Washington 
when Roscoe Conkling sat down, metaphori- 


WRNATOHEE, Wasu., June 6, 1891. 

Miss Susan H. Wixom i I notice there are 
very few letters from Washington, 80 I will try 
and add one more to the list. ; 

I hav just been reading C. B. Reynolds's 
. Facts on Sunday Laws: and Sabbath Ob- 
servance.". It is a splendid little pamphlet. 
Every Christian should: be persuaded to read. 
it, and they would put their ** thinking-caps ” 
on and be made to see how the Bible contra- 
dicts itself. M AM 
. I would love to sit down and read itto some 
good“ Christian and set him to thinking. 

join in with those who want a Freethought 
paper for children; they would naturally ta 
more interest in it. What a help it would 
be, written in a clear, simple style, and 
made interesting with sketches on. history, 
nature, or something instructiv. If you will 
edit one. large numbers will subscribe. 

C. B. Reynolds is doing good work here. 
It is a pity that there are not more like him. 

From what I can gather, our Eastern friends 
hav but vague ideas of Washington as it is. 
It is further advanced and has more popula- 
tion than is thought.. There are no wild 
Indians” here; they are all peaceable sud 
quiet only when they take too much “fire 
water ”—that is, liquor. : 

The Liberal Temperance Club that is pro- 
posed in the Corner isa grand idea. Most 
Christians think that we are intemperate, be- 
lieve in drinking, swearing, chewing tobacco, 
and other bad habits. It would be help to 
our cause to advocate temperance. - : 

Let me tell you what I hav. had to endure 
all this year at scho l. 

Our teacher was a.devout Christian and 
opened school every morning with hymn- 
singing and a chapter from the Bible. It 
would take up over a quarter of an hour of 
valuable time. i I cr 

And I noticed that he did not scold us 
Iofideis once during the whole for studying 
or anything during these exercises, but 
scolded the little Christian children cften, 
even his own sisters. f : 

girl as old as I 


or some other place. Since that time this 
merchant has been Conklingesque, particu- 
larly when rebuking an employee. 

Now, the small boy, who may be called 
James, succeeded the other day in performing 
some especially villainous action that drew 
down upon him the wrath of his employer. 
So he was called into the presence. The dig. 
nified merchant expanded his chest, frowned, 
and proceeded to annihilate the small boy 
with a look. The small boy would not 
annihilate. . : 

“ James!” said the merchant haughtily. 

“ Yas, sir," said James not at all haughtily. 

“I wish you to listen to me.” 

„Tas, sir,” said James. 

This sort of thing won't do at all, sir.“ 

“ Yas, sir,” said James. = 

“There can be no apology for such pro- 
ceedings! Do you hear, sir?” said the mer. 
chant. ‘I will not hear of an apology, sir! 

“Yas, sir,“ said James, but I havn't 
made none.” 

Then the séance closed, and James is not 
yet discharged. The haughty merchant is 
still thinking the matter over, and does not 
see his way clear. James does. : 

— — — — 


Five Arab Maxims. 


Never tell all you know; for he who tells 
everything he knows often tells more than he 
knows. , 

Never attempt more than you can do; for 
he who attempts everything he can do often 
attempts more than he can do. 

Never believe all you may hear; for he 
who believes all that he hears often believes 
more than he hears. : 

Never lay out all you can afford; for he 
who lays out everything he can afford often 
Jays out more than he can afford. 

Never decide upon all you may see; for he 
who decides upon all that he sees often 
decides on more than he sees. 

— — — — 
Correspondence. 
Grann Mounn, Ia., June 20, 1891. 

Deag Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to the Children’s Corner for the third 
time. I was ten years old the 8d of June. 
It has been raining for two or three days. 

The crops are very promising this year. 


I like George Remsburg’s letters; they are 
very interesting. 

Papa has taken THE TRUTH BEEERER for a 
long, long time. I go to school regularly and 
study in the Sixth Reader, history, arithmetic, 
geography, physiology, grammar, spelling, 
writing, and singing. 

Wishing you success, 1 remain, 
Your little Infidel, Gol M. DUTTON. 


I. heard him say that a 
ought to be made to believe 
would like to see him make me believe it. 

I was glad to gee a letter from Daisy Suter, 
of Turkey, again. à 

Hoping to be favored with a place in the 
Corner, I will close. 

HELEN MARGARET PARRISH. 
Oax Mius, Kan., June 25, 1891. 

Miss Wrxon, Dear Friend and Teacher: I 
hav just been reading the last Corner, and I 
concluded to write another brief letter for its 
columns. The last Corner was very interest- 
ing, as was the one preceding it. In fact, 
they are all interesting and instructiv. Ida 
A. Ballou's essay on Parental Authority " 
wasreally good. She isa good writer, and her 
contributions are a great help to the Corner. 
The poem by that sweet warbler of Nebraska, 
Mrs. Finch, was, as usual, well composed. 
Iam filling a scrap.book with her beautiful 
poems. 
R. S. C., of Omaha, was very instructiv. 
Edwin W. Beecher and Mollie Walton write 
splendid letters. The little poem by Anna M. 
Mohn was short but full of sentiment. 

Since the account of my collection ap- 
peared in the Corner I hav been the recipient 
of a number of interesting relics and curios- 


an eagle, stuffed and mounted. On the box 
in which it was sent is printed, German 
Fruit Co., Los Angeles, Cal.” I wrote to this 
company asking them if they sent the eagle, 
and they did not. I hav no idea who sent it, 
but I wish to thank the person who was 80 
kind as to make such a valuable contribution 
to my collection, and I hope the party or par- 
ties will write to me. 

Among the other things lately added tomy 
collection are the following: A picture that 
hung on the wall of the house of one of the 


battlefields of Dalton, Atlanta, and Nashville; 
a piece of the large sandstone on which. Jeff 
Davis sat just before the great battle of Look- 
out Mountain; also a piece of the stone over 
which the Union troops climbed in ascending 
the mountain ; a bayonet used in the Revolu- 
tionary war; six genuin Confederate bills, 
the historic set of the rebellion ; a copy of the 
Columbian Sentinel dated Dec. 1. 1790; a 
piece of the rope and tree on which Bagnetto, 
one of the New Orleans assassins, was hanged, 
March 27, 1891; a piece of shell from the 
pattlefield of Missionary Ridge; a piece of 
brick from the Charleston earthquake; a 
stone from St. Augustine; a hickory nut 
from the grave of Thomas Paire; clover 


San BERNARDINE Mrs., June 5, 1891. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon, Dear Friend: This 
is the first time I ever attempted to write 
toa paper. If others do not appreciate the 
effort more than I do, I do not think I will 
make another trial. 

We livin the San Bernardine mountains, 
six thousand: feet above the sea—the ocean, 
San Bernardine valley with all her beautiful 
orange groves, in plain view. The mountain 
is covered with pine trees, also oak. There 
are five Saw-mills close to us. 

We hay no near neighbors except an old 
man by the name of Hanson. He takes THE 


many other interestin 
‘added the following Indian relics: Three stone 
axes, two stone hammers, one discoidal stone, 
two stone.bark-peelers, one stone weight; one 
fint drill, one flint scraper, one flint knife, 
several flint s 
heads, “Besides the above I hav just received 
some- fragments of fossil mastodon.- tusks 
from a friend in Iowa. 
hundred forei 


the Bible. I|. 


“Some Thoughts on Religion” by 


ities. Some one, I know not who, sent me|. 


first settlers of Kentucky; wood from the 


blossoms from the tomb of. Lincoln; a 


— —ꝛ —. œ—ä—᷑— ää b. n.,. ↄꝙ:— ac a] 


pocket. Knife over one hundred years old, and 
relica. I hav also 


ar-heads, and some fine arrow- 


I also hav several 
gn coins. 
am making a collection of Indian arrow. 


points from every state in the Union, and if 
the readers of the Corner will send me some 


from their states, I will return the favor in 
some way. 


With best wishes to all, I remain, 
Your Liberal friend, Gro. J. Rxwssvna. . 


Chats with Correspondents, 
Mau Korver, San Bernardino Mts , Cal. 


—BSuch a letter as you hav written can never 
find its: way to the waste-basket. It must be 
lovely where you liv. What fine times you 
must hav! 

old Balaam! 
she would like to be there to hang on with 
the rest.” Maud may not hav the privilege 
of attending schoo], but her penmanship and 
the general] make-up of her letter show that 
she has excellent teaching. We hav some 
school-books, readers, and grammars which 
we will giv Maud for herself and the children, 
if they care for them enough to send postage 
for forwarding the same. 
the mother and father of so many dear. chil- 


And what delightful rídes with 
It makes the Editor feel that 


Kind regards to 


dren, and also to Mr. Hanson. Thanks for 


kind wishes to the Corner. Come again. 


T LIFE AND CAREER 
Charles Bradlaugh 


.George Jacob Holyoake. 


Every Freethinker wants this Life of the Great 
English Seoularist, by the Father of Becularism. 


Price, 15 cents. Ten copies;fi.. 
Address this Office. 


“WHY” 

I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 

Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 


ELMINA DBAKE SLENKER, 
: Snowville, Va. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curirg the Sick, 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERBY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I. EvorvrIoN, ANTIQUITY, BACTERIA, Ero. By 


William Durham, F. R. S. E. 


II. ASTRONOMY; Sun, Moo, Stans, Ero. By Will 


iam Durham, F. R. S. E. 
These handy series of volumes on science—of 


which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others te follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 


most casual reader. They supply & popular need. 
The price of each is 50 cents In cloth, 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By Lupwi1G FEUERBAOH. 
Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot. 
Price, $3. ` 


A FARM FOR SALE. 


24 ACRES. 


Beautifully located. 85 miles from New York on 


New Jerser Central R R. Rich soil. Owner re- 
HITE, 


tiring. Price reagonable. 
rosg W 
tf Dare of THE TRUTH SHEKER, 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


Steel engravings of thie celebrated naturalist 
12x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
for 25cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


: * a 
‘Evolution Series. 
; ESTS l 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 


one 1.--Alfred, Buell Wallace, by Edward D. 
P.; WI Alt. 
Wo: 2. Ernst Hacokel, by Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man; with portrait. : 
Price, 10 Cents each. 


For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


‘What Would Follow 
THE 


Effacement of ChristianityP 
BT GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Pries: 10 cents a copy; twelvs copies for $1, 

Address Tum TRUTH SEEKER. 
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H. Carr, 947 H gh st., Providence. 
J. H. J. Reilly, 413 High st., Providence. 

TENNESSEE. 

Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co. , Chattanooga. 

- — TEXAS. 

L. Andruss, Denison. 

A. Chapman, 227 E. Houston st., San Antonio. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. : 
J. Jackson, Dallas. 
E. A. Andrea, 916 ae st., Dallas. 


James Ashman, Balt. Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Btockton. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 
WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Stine Bros., Walla Walla. 
Geo. Funk, 909 Pacific ave., Tacoma. 
C. B. Reynolds, Lock Box 5 Freemont. 


unity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Oop 


velopment. By Dr. Ropzat G. EooLxs. - 
9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By JAMES A. BKIL- 


. EYOLUTION oF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 
. EXOLUTION OF MORALS. By DR. Lzwis 


. EODEM OF EVOLUTION. . By Nzrsox O. 
*PARSHALL. 


- EVOLUTION AS. BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
HOUGHT. By Joun W. CAD 


" PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
Hoyt Nionors. 

. THE EFFECTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
SOMING OIVILIZATION. By Minor J. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER, 


“ The shame itself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 


GLAND. A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Watt ido my - Johnson Gourt, Fleèt strest Religion and Social Matters 
o . 
C. Stocker, 29 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 
AUSTRALIA. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


Chas. H. Bamford, 190 Little Collins 8t., East 
.88 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Melbourne, Victoria. 
W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. 8. W. 
NEW ZEALAND. 
A. D. Willis, Wanganui. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Ræact Ratios in the 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, 
Price 25 Cents. 


The Legends of the. Patriarchs and 


Cnapwiok. 


8. EVOLUTION OF MIND : Its. dile and de- . 5 e — 
Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 


$1.00. 


vm Christ of Paul ; or, the Enigmas 6. 


Christianity. 


Frauds of the Churchmen of the Second: 1 Century i 


Exposed. 
By GEORGE REBER. 
12mo, 400pp., - 


| MARTYRDOM OF: MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History. 
By Winwoop READE. : 
Sixth edition, 044pp., - ` 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism, 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


ETHICS OF POSITIVISM. 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
` Philosophy of the Present Century: 


By GIACOMO BARZELLOTTI, 
Prof. of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, Florence, 
Price, $1.50. 


OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 
A Confession. 
By Davip FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Anthorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 
ES $1.50. 


Price, $2. 


81.76. 


419 pp., $1.50. 


Price, 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 


Important Information for All, and“ Danish 
Cure.” With Portrait. 


By Mae.. W. Schorr. Price, $1.50. 


Prophets. 
By S. Barine-Gounp. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of the 
Bible. —[Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FROTHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER. ` 
Price, S l. s 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 
And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 

By PHILANTHROPUS: 
"446pp - - - - 


Price, $1. 


The Contrast: Evangelicalism and 


Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses HULL. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY. 


AND, OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality 


By Jostz OPPENHEIM. Price, 75 cents. 


SIXTEEN SA VIORS OR NONE. 


By KERSEY GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Hymns, and Recitations. 


For Organizing Societies; for Marriages, Funer- 
; Naming of Infants, Obituaries, Epi. 
* tapha, etc. Also 525 Liberal an 
Bpiritualistio Hymns for 
Hocial and Various 
Public Occasions. 


18mo, 550pp. Price, 75 cents. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. Hogan. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley : Philosopher and Reformer. 
By C. SOTHERAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts. 


Lithograph of Bennett Monument. 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. ' 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCHARD. 


Paper, - - x 40 cenis. 
SOUL PROBLEMS. 


WITH 
Theological Amendment and State Personality 
By Jos. E. PECK. 


Priee, 25 cents. 


For all of the above books address 
HE TRUTH BEEKE * 
THE ‘ip Lafayette Pl.. NowYork, 


BIBLE—WHENCE AND WHAT? 
Br. R. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price, $1. 


Solin and. Uliktarianism 


By Jonx Srbanr Muu. 
“Price, $1 


A gn? to the Friends of Free Dis- 
cussion, 
By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 


Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral Phi- 
: lanthropists; at Tammany Hall, New York, 


Price, $1. 


— — 
APOCRYPHAL NEW. TESTAMENT, 


The Gospels, Epistles, etc., attributed to. Jesus 
Ohrist and his Apostles, and not included , tom 
in the New Testament.. 


Price, - = . & S. 81. i 


ASTRO-THEOLOGICAL LECTURES, 
By Rev. ROE TAYLOR. 
Price, =- - $1.50. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 


A Thorough Examination and Refutation of the 
Claims of the Sabbatarians. 


Price, 10 cents. 


RELIGION OF COMMON _SENSE. , 
By Pror, LIEBRECHT Uticu, of Germany. f 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 


A Historical and Critical Review. wie Replies 
to an Objector. 


By GORE W. Brown, M.D. | 
i Price, 15 cents. 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By Frances WRIGHT. 


.| Embellished with the portrait of ccu the 


Greek philosopher, and the author. 
Price,. 15 cents. 


AN EYE- OPENER. 


* Citateur, Par Pigault.” 
Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. 


By ZEPA. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; 


Antiquity and Duration of the World 
By G. TOULMAN. 
Price, PER . - 
ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP 
OF THE ANCIENTS. . 
By GILBERT VALE. My ox 
20 cerita, 


loth, 16 dedi 


20 cents, : 


Price, 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 
Price, 15 cents, : 


BHAGAVAD- GITA. 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna, 
and Arjuna. ‘ 
Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. 
Price, $2. 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew. and Christian 
Revelation. t 


By Louis JACOLLIOT. 
Price, = - - EM 


$2. 
BIBLE IN THE BALANCE. 


A Text-Book for Investigators. . 
By n J. G. Fren. hys 
Price, A x 61. 50. 


BIBLE TNOUTRER. 
148 Swiking Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous. Occurrences. en 
pi A. JACOBSON. 

Price, S. 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen: Na-. 
tions of Antiquity; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 
'" Cyclopedia of Reference.“ 
Many Illustrations. ` 


8vo, 600pp., 


25 cents, 


. price, $2.50, S 
BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN.. 


Historical. "Exposition of the Devil-and his 8 
Fiery Domains. MN 


By Kersey GRAVES. 
Price, 35 cents. 


Jor all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER O 
3? Lafayette PL. Newiork. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY 


ISSUED MONTHLY. 
Subscription price, $3 per annum; 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1, The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 

ers! Almanac. E: 
2. Mem Womens and Gods. Helen H Gars 80 
s. Age of Reason.” Thomaz Paine. 25 
4. Anawors if Ohristian Question 

enne Re 25 

5. Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck. 
6. Viotor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire........ 10 
7. Ingersoll’s Address on Shakepere.. 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARA 27 ON. 


Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER co. 


FOR. HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
"Preface by R.G. INGERSOLL. 


Eor Her Daily Bread 1s the story of two young 
pir and à younger brother who were. left parente 
ess, with. little money, faire education, and much 
cours e to make their way. through the world by 

oin Ohicago.. The authoris algo the heroin. 
© harrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 


ing TE and experience in the city of Ohicago’ 


mong b. business men, kind-hearted. folks, 
and reputable hypocrite. It is just such a story. 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 


soll to be interested in; and whateyer he admires. 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention, Th 


of the rest of the yona, - Price 26 cents. 

Ad dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, - 
CANCE and "Tumors CURED : no knife: 
| ok free. Drs. GRATIGNY & DIX, 

i No. 163 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 

i , ; : 
Charles Watts’s Works. 
The Teachings of Secularism Com- 

, pared with Orthodox Christian- 
.My. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 
Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, aud Is It Sufficient to 
Meet. the Needs of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the: Halifax 
uenia Mati and Charles Watta. ol ih Prefa- 
3 Letters by George Jacob lyoake and 
90 onél: Ingersoll, and an hue uction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 00 pages, 26 cents. 

A 
“Tactics of Infidels,” 
‘Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
Hug Influence, 32 pages. Price, 15 

cents, ` 

The Horrors.of the French Revo- 
lation: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
: Price, 10 cents. : 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
i structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 c nts. 

Bible Morality. ‘Its Teachings Shown 


to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents, . 


Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which Is the More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents.. 

Evolution and Special Creation, 
10 cents. ; 

Saints and Sinners —Which @ 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 


20 cents. 


The Superstition of the Christian 


Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief, 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents, 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cent. 

The American Secular Union ; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 


nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover 
Price, 10 cents. 


Theological Presumption: An Open |: 


Letter to the Rav. Dr. B. F, Burns, of Halifax, 
N.S, In this letter the po the Bt subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Wh by. Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 3. The Denon of Agnosticism 
Toward Christianity: 8, Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. ifference between 
gaota and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 

6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


MS WANTED 725 o rene tress tay args pe Profits, 


ck les, 
nity. Geo. A. Scott, APR ALAS. A xx 


DONALD KENNEDY - 
Of Roxbury, Mass, says 


Kennedy’ s Medical Discov- 
ery cures Horrid Old Sores, 
Deep Seated Ulcers of 40 
years standing, Inward Tu- 
mors, and every disease or 
the skin, except Thunder| 
Humor, and Cancer that has 
taken root. Price, $1.50. 
Sold by every Druggist in 
the United States and Can- 
ada. 


20| Fate, Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. 


Reply to Father Lamberts | 


RELIGION OF MAN 
ETHİCS OF SCIENCE, . 


HUDSON TUTELE i 
A Historical and Oritioal Review of the Religion 
: ; of Man- : 


OonTENTS : What is Religion? Fotiohiam, Phal- 
lio Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problém. Man'$ Fall, and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Bedemption. Man's Position, 
Be- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Bociety. Rights of Government. Duties of Bo. 
ciety to Oriminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Cloth; price, $1.50. 


[LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoffs Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breoding b book; and all who are 
free to receive new ligh find i in it satisfaction. 
and inspiration.— News rane bune. 

e appeal is- always made to a man's reason, 
noblest sentiments : never to his sel- 
Boston Post. 

A agg, gestion of a re ally practionble s and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
e romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast o; 

actual possibilities.--[Boston Traveler. 
: -12mo,. cloths $1.00; : ‘paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 


Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Lof Stephen Gir Girard'smagnificent 
bequest to P. the Ohristian 
' churches and Young Men’s 
Christian Associa- 
on. 


By Rion. B. WE8T5ROOE, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address TRA TRUTH SEEKER. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 
Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


or Boys and Girls. 12m0, 383pp.; 81.25. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


S Interesting Book, With uten ersti-- f: 
gome and resting Book, W. out g uperst 


tion, for Ohildren and Youth. 


, 
thinkers’ Children's Story-Book ever MIL 


s full-page illustrations and 25 smaller ; large 


type, heavy; toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, Mapp., boards, $1. , 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. €. INGERSOLL. 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman.. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED |: 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “The Real Blasphemers," “Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete, eto. 


The latest and best work of-an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and. productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits.—TThe American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address: THE TRUTH SEEKEB. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
|o MB TRUTH SEEKER TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
! cured. many thou- 


sand cases pro- 


peles, From firstdose symptoms rapidly disappear, 
ys at least two-thirds of all symptoms are EREE. 


a A sA a a Ue Treated free. 

: Positively CURED 
with Vegetable 
Remedies. Have 


nounced hope! 
BO. in 88 day 
K of f testimonials of miraculous cures sent 


EE. 
TEN] DAYS P TREATMENT FURNISHED FREE by mail 
EEN & SONS, Spectallste, 


— AERIS mus 
CHAMPIONS. OF ae CHURCH: 

AE | TREIR: 
Crimes: and Tersecutions. 


jm L119pp. Cloth, “$33. leather, 94; morocco, 
-gilt edges, $4.50, : 


“BYD. M. BENNETT. ` 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Dafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 
regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Christian church are Y ity 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents, 


The Foolishness of Prayer. Think 


of a minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 
pere, or trying to produce the Deity to under- 
ake a crusade.of one against the Oolorado 


beetle!” Price, 10 cents, 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is Ita Faithor a Fact! 
Price, 5 cents, 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


Church. Frioe, ö cents. 


p - FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 
A tale of Pales' ine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. O. MIDDLETON. 


Price, Ags P ie 10 cents. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


IBERAL HyMN-BooXx contains songs 
5 the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 

ig highly re y recommended by Mesars. Wakeman, 
Paton Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by al who hav examined it. Price 
! mis Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER OC- 


New Zdition, Revised and Enlarged, 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
1 Introduction by 
. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50-cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photo-engravings of Mies Gardener are for 
sale at this office. Price, 50 cents. 


aum WETISTEIN WATCH 


The Crowning Achievement of Mechanical 
Genius, Taste, Energy, and Ingenuity, 
Combined with 41 years of Practi- 
cal Experience (34 years in 
: Rochelle) at the Jeweler’s 

Bench. 


Unequaled in quality and price. Has 16 jewels, 

patent regulator, Brequet hair-spring (non- 

tchable), beautitul double sunk paneled dial, 

finel adjusted to heat, cold, and position, stem 

and set, new model. In silverine cases, $19; 

356 ounce coin si ver, $22.50; 4 oz. dust proof, nm 
no better sold elsewhere for ps In best 1 


free. . 


Send 10 cents for 
this valuable book for 
"b young and middle- 
Ma zgod men, sufforing 
from a Life-wasti ing 
Disease, as the res 

of youthful follies, 
indiscretions and ex- 


times its 
dress. Br seekin 
dress D 

say whero you gaw this adver 


nent qure, 4 EO 


II. Pi ineland. N. J., and 
Robt. KE owe nt , i n 


4 GOOD WORD. ' 
Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
itarian, and a generous patron of the Pesthought 
ress. He has many testimonials to the value of 
Bis progressive: and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—PFreethought. 


The Public Schools and the Catholic |? 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- i 


4 uted 


Ziberal Meetings. 


These. notices are for the benefit of Libera 
who may be visiting the places where these sotie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Socteties. meeting regularly can 
haw their gatherings advertised here free by fór- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 ast 15th street. ` Lect- 
ures and disoussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League H Hall 177 Halsey st. cor. Market 
st,, Newark, Lectures and discussions on 

religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. j 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street, Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 7:30. Lecturer, debates, and discus. 

sions on all important secular subjects. 

ident, HEXRT BIRD; Secretary, CORA 
aa. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. at 8 P. u., ever 

day. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat- 

ree. Oharlea Monholland, secretary, 248 

Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D ` 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able spes kers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


Pros- 
ELLE 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi- monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P. M., ab t hall friends of “Auman 
P vaina are invited. MER UR HEIGETON, Rec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O O., meets the first and fourth Run- 
h month at Independent Ohurch, at 
Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subseriptions to Tur TRUTH SEEKER and Investi. 
gator are solicited. R. G. SMITH, Cor. Beo. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:80 P. ., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome, 


Milwaukee, Wis,, Liberal Club 


Holds meetin ngs every Sunday E at 216 
Grand avo., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Des Moines Secular Unten 
Holds re Beleg meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn B.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
1 followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FRANELIX STEINER, Pros. 


San Francisco, 81855 Freethought 
Society 


Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock, A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets avery Bunday at 7:80 p.m. in Macdon- 
ald’s. Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
free. . FRANK Mohsz, Cor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, 

and third Sundays, at 15 d. gg. . 

Hal. Everybody invi . 

Pres.: J. H. Mols Bow. 580. 


first: 
t Parre 
"Hanna 


The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 3 P. x. in Grand Army 
hall, ar street, Walla Walla, Washington. 

ectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. REYNOLDS. Pres.; A.W. OaLmen, Sec. 


A large val- 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash, meets every first and third 
Sunday in ‘the month, at the Roeder school-house. 


Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all, Our motto, 
105. E. RI OE, Pres. ; 


J. M. Barn Mental Liberty.“ 
. W. BELL, Vice-Preg.; OnmanLEs RNA, Bec. 


Fort Worth, Tex. Liberal Ciub, 


Meets every Sunday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, A.M, Visiting Lib- 

orals invited to attend. OOL. A. HABRIS, Pres. 
Isaac S. LEE, Seo. 


San A: tonio (Texas) Liberal Asso- 
ciation 

meets every Friday evening at Libera) Hall, 227 

East Houston street. Free reading room and cir- 

culating library open every day and evening. 

Strangers cordially invited. A. OHAPMAN, Sec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York, 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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Ges of the Beek. 


GODS AND RELIGIONS|WORLD’S SAGES, THINKERS, 


dec ri aie AND REFORMERS. - 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES m : 
Vol. I. Givsa Full Acéount of all the Gods, in Ore et Bkeptlon, Dudovetate, Fododem el" 


Gens of Ghonghi. 


Ler us dishonor war. 


No, glorious war 


: SELFISHNESS always aims at creating around 


Dymamire was recently exploded beneath} cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost. New Hohools of Thought nent Scien- Aboes not exist.— Hugo. 
the Capitoline a nab at Rome to Victor iid Christ, Mo Mary, and the Bible. ] tists, ete, (who were hot, Ohris iana), 1 
Emmanuel, Garibaldi, Cavour, and oa the Religions 8 stems of the Worid, ent. 8vo, e NOTSDD.» sloth, L^ 
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it an absolute uniformity of type.—Oscar 
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HANSIBAL HAM died : — 
on the 4th. 
Prompt military action 


has disarmed the Ari- 
zona Moqui. 


Tue Salvation Army 
will be suppressed in 
Prussia for turbulence 
and immorality. 


Rev. WM. OGDEN was 
providentially stricken 
dead while preaching at 
Warrensburg, N. Y., on 
the 28th ult. 


Tur Pro's, or Lot- 
tery opponents, of Louis- 
jana hav warned the 


t Antis” that they will 


resort to revolution if 
, necessary. 


COLONEL IxaxRSOIIL 


has conferred with Presi- 
dent Harrison as to lay- 


ing a direct cable to Bra- - 


zil, for wbich project he 
is attorney. : 


HALLINGEB, the Jersey 
city negro murderer, res- 
pited from execution at 


the last moment, says he - 


regrets the stay, as he is 
certain that he would hav 
gone straight from the 
gallows to heaven. 


Herr CAHENSLI'S me- 
morial to the pope pray- 
ing that foreign lan- 

uages and racial dis- 
tinctions be perpetuated 
by immígrants here, the 
better to preserve their 
Catholicity, is meeting 
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JEHU DRIVET H. 


And the watchman told, saying, He came even unto them, and cometh not again: and the driving is like the 
driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi; for he driveth furiously.—2 Kings ix, 20. f | 


introduced fraud and falsehood.— Napoleon 
Bonaparte, : : 


Norurisxa originates 
and nothing  perishes, 
and the secret of nature 
lies in an eternal self- 
sustained circle, wherein 
cause and effect are 
united without begin- 
ning and without end.— — 
Buchner. 


TER intellectual hori- 
Zon has expanded, with- 
in this century, beyond 
the power of computa- 
tion, and largeness : is 
Ieri. The prevailing 
note. e no lon ni 
gro our way wit 
fimid steps; we stride 
with seven-league boots 
to our conclusíons.. The 
toil of countless genera- 
tions has put a mass of 
details at our disposition, 
and the task of this gene- 
ration is to sum them up. 
This tendency shows 
itself everywhere. The 
closest investigator of 
the age, Charles Darwin, 
is also its boldest general- 
izer, and the researches 
ofa Pasteur or a Koch 


: rivet attention through 


our comprehension. of 
ihe role of the infinitly 
little as the inflnitly 
great. . .'. "We ran- 
sack the god cupboards 


of every age and race, 


seeking materials for the 
construction of a religion 
of — Humanity, which, 
in the face of Philistine - 
sneers, we practically, in 
our hearts, all spell with 
capitals.— W. Owen, 


censure. 


Gzonaz WasHINGTON, a negro murderer, 
hanged near Atlanta on the 3d, joked about. 
his fate for a time, but sobered and embraced! 
religion a few days before execution. His 
body was exhibited in state in a negro church 
and given a grand funeral. 


Rev. Franx Stevens has been crazed by 
acquaintance with Lieutenant Totten, who 
predicts that the millennium will come in this 
decade. He believes himself the savior, 
who, Totten predicts, is to reappear. Hej || 
has been committed to the Hartford Insane 
Retreat a hopeless maniac. His young wife 
is heart-broken. 
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v 


Tue Chilian war still wages ferociously. 
The insurgents hav most sympathy abroad. 
President Balmaceda, of the opposit party, 
is arbitrary and oppressiv in conscription, 
confiscation, and other acts. He denies that 
he has tortured prisoners. The Itata arrived 
at San Diego on the 5th, in charge of the 
Charleston, and her officers and crew will be 
arrested for absconding while under arrest 
and abducting a United States marshal. 
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Four murderers were to be electrocuted at | « 
Sing Sing, N. Y., on the 7th. Slocum, who 
after beating his wife for years clove her 
head with an ax, when seen by a reporter 
“ was reading Thomas à Kempis's Imitation 
of Christ, deeply absorbed. e had several 
other religious books. He has taken a great 
fancy to Father Lynch. That is good read. 
ing, said Father Lynch, referring to the 
‘Imitation of Christ, over which Slocum 
was still poring. Slocum used to read a 
good deal of novels, but he gave them up for 
religious books several weeks ago.” He was 
confident as to the future. Smiler was 
once a Salvation Army captain. He had 
several wives at once, and killed his last 
one because she refused to stay in the room 
while he was drunk. He has spent a great 
deal of his time in reading theological and 
religious books. The books which hav most 
interested him were volumes of sermons. 
He has devoured Spurgeon and Beecher and 
Talmage. Bunyan’s ‘ Pilgrim's Progress’ was 
a favorit with him. The Bible he has read 
with seeming great devotion and interest. 
The only change in Smiler which Mr. Edger- 
ton has noticed as the days wore, was that he 
grew less interested in outside things and 
turned more and more to his Bible. For the 
last two or three days he has read nothing 
else. His talk with Mr. Edgerton this time 
hag all been directly on the point of his prepa- 

ly 
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ration for the future. Smiler has repeate 
expressed himself as being ready and confi. 
dent. His references to his crime hav been 
very few, and they hav not included expres- 
sions of penitence.” Wood, says a reporter, 
“ spent the morning in reading the lives of 
several of the saints." The fourth mur. 
derer, Jugiro, was a Japanese, and died in his 
own religion. Slocum, Smiler, and Jugiro 
were executed; Wood secured a stay. t 
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NzzDp we wonder that 
the converts of that creed believed in the 
merit of passiv submission to the caprices of 
earthly despots, and scorned the appeals of 
justice in their dealings with pagans and 
Freethinkers? Why should men try to be 
better than their God? The worshipers of a 
God who doomed the. souls of unbaptized 
children and honest dissenters, naturally had 
no hesitation in assailing the bodies of their 
unbelieving fellow-men; and princes who 
loaded fawning sycophants with favors 
which they denied to honest patriots could 
appeal to the sanction of a divine precedent. 
Every petty ‘‘ sovereign of six faithful square 
miles” accordingly became a law to himself. 
A man’s might was the only measure of his 
right.— Professor Oswald. i 


I BELIEVE that to read and believe the Old 
Testament naturally makes a man careless of 
human life.—Zngersoll. 


Ir men were only ignorant and knew that 
they were so ; only void of belief and. sorry 
for it, instead of filled with sham beliefs and 
proud of it 1—OCarlyle. © y 


To me every hour of the light and dark is a 


miracle, 

Every cubic inch of space is a miracle, 
Every square yard of the surface of the earth 
is spread with the same, 
Every foot of the iaterior swarms with the 

same. f 


To me the sea is a continual miracle, 
The fishes that swim—the rocks—the motion 
of. the waves—the ships with men in 
. them, i 
What stranger miracles are there ?— Walt 
Whitman. 


Evorurion is not at variance with religion; 
in its highest sense it is a religion in itself. 
The Evolutionist is humble in the presence of 
Nature; she represents the last phase of the 

reat First Cause. Others may scoff at her, 

e child of their God; he loves her, for she 
is his companion, his mother, and his nurse; 
she ministers to his pleasures, yet she works 
for his advancement; awake, he studies her, 
for she is the mine of his learning; asleep, he 
dreams on the unseen working of her won- 
drous laws; he listens, he sees, and ever 
wonders; but he worships not for he has no 
fear. ... Hecares but as an antiquarian 

tor the book of the Jews. Nobler induce- 
ments has he to act righteously than the 
most learned and pious divine. If he sins, 
he knows well that the future will be tainted 
by the deeds he has done. He it is not that 
does right lest his soul should forever be 
lapt in noisome sulphurous flames; he shuns 
evil that he may leave behind him a purer 
and nobler form, that he may hand down to 
posterity habits that advantage the race as a 
whole, that he may, however humble his 
sphere, contribute in some way to the happi- 
ness of the future race, and mitigate its in- 
heritance of pain. Ridsdale. 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Entered at the Post-Offce at New York, N. T., aa Be-, Mattar. 


S wh 
=| 43 


D avsh, and expo- 
tothe sbings of venomous insects 


5. if i 


Whose personal. | 
rible b describe. 


PIOUS WORTHLESSNESS AND FANATICISM—HOW SOME OF THE SAINTS LIVED. 


Boles and Qlippings. 


% THERE is only one prophet,” writes Wal- 
ter Besant, and Edison is his name.” A 
new creed truly. 

In no place in all this world to-day, the 
Roman Catholic Freeman's Journal felicitates 
itself, does the church boast of a prouder 
‘standing or a more onward march than it 
‘does under the stars and stripes. 


SHourD a pastor accept a call from a con- 
gregation which has not paid his predecessor, 
is a question of casuistry just propounded 
-which admits of only one reply. If anybody 
needs salvation it is precisely that kind of 
flock. Go.— World. 


„WHAT does the phrase, He isn’t in it,’ 
come from?” asks a subscriber. According 
to the best authorities it is attributed to Noah, 
who used the remark derisivly in referring 
to some profane person who had criticised 
the building of the ark.— Toledo News. 


Axsour eight hundred clergymen of this 
city will be summoned before the board of 
health in the course of a few days to show 
cause why they hav failed to report to the 
registrar nearly two thousand marriages 
which they hav celebrated within the past 
twelve months.—- Philadelphia Record. 


Wzrrzs the author Edwin Johnson to the 
Herald: We are. confined between the 
ecclesiastical and the humanist aim, and hav 
been so for the last fourhundred years. The 
enslavement of the imagination is the effect 
of ecclesiastical teaching, its emancipation 
that of the humanist. We shall ultimately 


—.— 


TL OX 
tfi, doe 


Hermits, who lived in den 
and among the tombs. 


Wings of PL 
3 iui 
mis 


* 


7* 


gH 7 2 
REEL — 


i 


t1 St. Besarion, 


us Hist. 


ji 
Eu. Movals, Vol.1 01270 
T a SEA m peer | 

379 PCS A | [E x . 


0 


for 40 years did wot Me down 


MATT. 


fra 4 AN 10 


(c 


— — — N 


sS wild beasts 


travel back to the simplicity of idea and aim 
that distinguished the education of the old 
Greeks." | 


To the query, What is the greatest 
known age that a human being has attained ?"! 
the Sun replies: The Bible says that Me- 
thusaleh lived to be nine hundred and sixty-| 
nine years old; but biblical commentators’ 
don't know whether to take this statement 
literally or not.” Do they know whether to 
take any biblical statement literally or not? 


Rey. JohN Jasper, the noted Richmond 
divine, still preaches his sun-do-move ” 
sermon, but only on occasions when requests 
for it are particularly numerous. There is a 
tacit understanding between the preacher and 
the public that when he delivers the celebrated 
sermon there shall be a more than ordinary 
output of coin when the contribution-box 
comes around. 


Tse Rome correspondent of an American 
Catholic paper writes: The thing about the 
Vatican most hateful to the journals of the 
enemy is the Peter’s pence. In short, they 
view with an evil eye this fact, that from all 
parts of the globe Catholics send. money to 
the Vatican, while the finances of the state 
are struggling amid the greatest difficulties. 
They evidently desire that the holy father 
should be reduced to poverty.” 


‘CWE are glad to observe,” says a Catholic 
paper, that the Hungarian government has 
notifled the holy see that it will not apply 
the Czacky decree in regard to mixed mar- 
riages. This decree ordered that the children 
of mixed marriages should be half of them 
baptized Catholics and half Protestants. 'To 
this the church could not consent. There 


can be no marriage between a Catholic and 
& Protestant, without the solemn and prelimi- 
nary promis of both parties that all the chil- 
dren be baptized into the Catholic church 
and raised up as Catholics. There threat. 
ened to be a conflict at first, but it has been 
happily averted by the prudence of the 
government.” 


The whole civilized world, says the Catho- 
lic Review, waited for the pope’s labor 
encyclical, ^read it, commented upon it. 
Why? Because the civiliged world is now 
pretty well acquainted with the social prob- 
lem; it has learned to appreciate the fact that 
the pope leads the Catholic millions ; and to 
understand that the pontiff’s utterances are: 
bound to hav an immense influence on these 
millions. It was once thought by the inno- 
cent non-Catholic that the loss of the temporal 
power meant the disappearance of the pope; 
the phenomenon of his continued and very 
prominent existence has now to be accounted 
for; and we hav no doubt that when the 
phenomenon has been explained to the satis- 
faction of non-Catholics, they will be 
clamorous partisans of the restoration of the 
temporal power.” 


„NR VRR since Henry VIIL's time,” recounts 
a Mexican newspaper correspondent, “ was 
there such a sacrilegious pillage, plunder, and 
ransacking as there was in Mexico shortly after 
the year 1857. Up to that date there had not 
been in any part of the world such splendid 
temples, and so richly decorated with articles 
of pure gold or silver, such a8 communion 
rails, crucifixes, chalices, remonstrances, 
pixes, book-stands, candlesticks, altar-bells, 
lamps, and so forth, everything of which 
fell a prey to the rapacity of sacrilegious 
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mobs. Oar immense churches, with an un- 
interrupted series of beautiful gilt altars all 
‘along the side walls, had more gold and sil. 
ver in each one of them than one could find 
to-day in all the churches of the United States. 
But now everything has disappeared. Many 
of the churches were desecrated, the libraries 
removed, the land-titles sold out to swindlers, 
and the monasteries became barracks, the- 
aters, or circuses.” 


Tue report on the state of religion and 
morals in Scotland submitted to the general 
assembly is interesting, thinks the Bun, 
Football and cricket hav done great damage 
“hy the Sabbath indolence and neglect of 
ordinances which exhausted nature exacts 
from their votaries.” In one county“ the 
pernicious custom of visiting friends and 
places of interest on the Lord's day is rapidly 
spreading.” The  preponderating sin in 
Morayshire is “ frivolous and purely worldly 
conversation on the Lord's day." In Banfi- 
shire “ the churches are losing the best and 
the most enterprising of their people, and 
are left with the aged, the lame, the blind, 
and the idiots, who could do nothing but 
remain.” In Forfarshire “ private baptism ” 
has become very common, and in many rural 
districts the entire alienation of farm ser- 
vants from divine ordinances is a painful feat. 
ure." In Fife, the high wages now received 
by mere lads and girls tell against the morals 
and reverence of the rising generation," and 
many other causes tend to the loosening of 
the bonds of church connection." 'The sin 
of ‘half-day hearing” on Sunday is increas- 
ing, and ‘‘a feeling of dissatisfaction prevails 
nearly everywhere as to attendance at prayer- 


meetings.” 
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2 Gommunications, — 


l — Pmmortality. ^^ 00. 
I Y was recently the recipient of a tract afürmativ of 
the question of immortality, by Mr. Parker Pillsbury, 
of Concord, N.H. — — .J— 4. ...... 
^ -The presentation being gratuitous and the wrap- 


per bearing the Concord postmark, I inferred that | 


the donor was probably the author himself; in which 
instance I tender my thanks for the honor conferred. 

I concede that Mr: Pillsbury has interpreted the 
Darwinian theory with commendable fidelity; but I 


fail to perceive what bearing the real can hay on the 


unreal, whether viewed in the light of fanciful anal- 

“ogy or otherwise. The evolution of man, even to 
‘the most ideal degree of perfection, by no means 

establishes the evolution or even the existence of the 
oul, Such romantic analogies doubtlessly entertain; 

but, while they charm, they also decoy, for they 
never instruct. The fertil theme of immortality has 
engsged the pena of poets and speculators since the 
earliest dawn of, history; but those who deal exclu- 
sivly with facts hav either ignored the subject or 
treated it with contempt. 

The solutions (), of such airy problems are best 
sousigned to the megic of the alchemist and the 
astrologer. EUH : 

l6 hes e&uged us a pang to part with the cherished 
yoke of our idol Gessler of the. skies, but we are 
clearly gainers by the loss. The. sacrifice of the 
soul must be made some day or science must decline. 
Why, therefore, should we. entail sn onerous and 
imperativ duty on coming generations that can be 
best performed by ourselvs? The masterly argu- 
ments of Reade and Bradlaugh against tbe probabil- 
ity of immortality and. the possibility of Gods hav 
been frequently assailed with poetry but never with 
fact; and the sooner we awake from the dreams of 
childhood, the sooner will we realize the advantages 
of the only life for which we hav the faintest shadow 
of assurance. It is es ridiculous to hear a Deist or 
an immortalist as a Catholie denounce superstition. 
The god of Voltaire was a better god than Jehovah, 
because he more nearly resembled his inventor, Vol- 
taire; but was he sny more real? The “soul” that 
is forever freed from carnal fetters is a subject of 
more delightful contemplation than the servil “ spirit” 
condemned to dance attendance on mediums, but it 
is not therefore any the less false. So long as we 
continue to discard one species of- superstition with 
reluctanes but to accept another with avidity we shall 
progress nevermore. we a a 

The author of the pamphlet in question seems 
momentarily to forget that tke exalted matter which 
he so piously. contrasts with primeval. chaos. will 
ultimately relapse into its original condition. He 
points with pardonable pride to the splendor of the 
dawning golden age, but sees not the inevitable 
and interminable night beyond. 

Unless physicists and sstronomers hay widely 
erred in their computations, our little orb has already 
touched its zenith as a life-producing planet and we 
may stand to-day on the verge of decline. 

It is by no means a pleasant reflection to think of 
our remote ancestors as Esquimaux of the torrid 
zone shivering in their snow. huts. beneath the dim 
and cheerless rays of a vertical gun. | Contrasted 
with eternity, by to-morrow this once imperial 
sphere will hav become as. uninhabitable as its bleak 
and desolate satellite; by to-morrow its tenants will 
bay vanished and its “souls” forsaken their. accus- 
tomed haunts. In his consideration of important 
problems Mr. Pillsbury neglects to demonstrate how 
mortal planets can produce immortal spirits; how 
the mechanism of mind.csn. be preserved or repro- 
duced by another form of matter than brain, or how 

a goul that once was not can always be. I agree 
with the author that immortality is a beautiful senti- 
ment; but beautiful sentiments are as frequent char- 

. &eteristies of fiction as of truth. Mythology. and 
immortality are of congenital origin, and though the 

former is more pernicious in effects, the latter is 
equally false. 
Ian neither speak nor conceive of the doctrin of 


immortality as an institution independent of religion. |. 


Of all superstitions it forms s cardinal and. indig- 
pensable part ; and the arguments in defense of either 
are founded alike on pure emotion, always repugnant 
io reason and always resembling the kindred chi- 
meras of supernaturalism. 

The endeavor to trace matter to mind; even if suc- 
cessful, would tend not to simplify, but to compli- 
eate; for mind is but an attribute of matter. 
ean exist independently of intelligence, but the inde- 
pendence of intelligence to matter is an absurdity. 


Dees not the indestructibility of matter, the con- 


servation of energy, and the materiality of mind 
render the soul impossible and the Gods superfluous? 

If pleasure is s proof of “intelligent and benevo- 
lent design," why is not pain a proof of divine igno- 
rance and cruelty? If man's complexity is evidence 
of a designer, is not the still greater complexity of 


God a still stronger proof that he too was designed? 


The ignorant cannot perceive the possibility of-the 


Matter. 


TRUTH SEEKER, 


evolution of higher from lower types, by processes 


however gradual and in periods however indefinit ;. 


though nature constantly illustrates the plasticity of. 
her organisms in the improvement or deterioration. 
of all forms of life, as well as in the evolutionary 
stages of fetal development. On the. other hand, 
the learned cannot ascertain, nor can ihe sacred 
theorists explain, bow man was developed; in one 
brief moment, from a handful of Jehovistie mud. 

.. Whether so many useless rudiments survive as 
relies of a lower orgsnization, or whether their 
inutility and utter want of adaptiv “design” serve as 
| mementoes of a wise and practical God who “ made 
nothing in vain,” may be referred to the sanctified 
‘ones for solution; and at whatever conclusion they 
may arrive we shall not envy their choice cf 
alternativas. i 

That all things, both the ridiculous and the sub- 
lime, bav their proper sphere, I venture not to dis- 
pute; but in my humble opinion the “ proper sphere” 
of the nursery hero Jehovah and bis little souls is 
the shop of the toy-dealer or the musty shelvs of 
the antiquarian. 

Those who assume, contrary to geience and unprej- 
udiced human reason, the existence of Gods or the 
immortality of the soul, must susiain the burden of 
the proof. The lot of those who seek the first 
cause,” the edge of infinity, the dawn of eternity, 
the existence and destiny of souls, or the end of cir- 
cles, may arouse our compassion but scarcely our 
envy. 
It is undoubted that the origin of man long pre- 
ceded. the creation of Gods, the fable of immor- 
tality, the dream of heaven, and the invention of hell ; 
may he long survive them. The hope that lends to 
death a downy couch and robs the grave of its dis. 
mal terrors is at the best an evanescent and a fasci- 
nating delusion, serve what purpose ib may. It 
expires with life, to glow no more. The web of ro- 
mance may span the biue ether, but the grave is the 
end of man. 

If it be protested that death, as viewed by the Mate- 
rialist, dissipates forever the joys of life, the rejoin- 
der is that eternal oblivion likewise buries its woes. 
If the fe on's premature death rob “justice” of re- 
venge, so in the haven of oblivion the just, the 
noble, are beyond that stoic realm where “man’s 
inhumanity to man mskes countless thousands 
mourn.” 

That eternal life is preferable to eternal death, 
proves nothing but the intensity and futility of 
human desire. That life under any conditions is 
preferable to physical death, does not lengthen the 
journey to the tomb. 

Immortality is a matter of sentiment, not of rea- 
son ;- of faith, not philosophy. 

That the misfortunes sud inequalities of life 
should be compensated as a sentiment is true; and 
that the offset to our ills on earth is not vouchsafed 
leads to the fallacious inference that indemnification 
will be granted in another world. But what is this 
sentiment but a proof of human compassion and an 
infamous accusation sgainst the God whom we en- 
deavor to adore? “If a God of infinit justice and 
boundless goodness permits suffering here, why not 
there?" (Underwood) If God is a fiend to-day, 
will he be a philanthropist to-morrow ? 

-I assume not to protest that immortality is unde- 
sirable; but when has the presence of desire been 
the proof of attainment? 

The ignis fatuus of a posthumous existence has 
served an expediency no longer present; for, though 
it may hav sustained the ferocity of the savage, it 
begets a callous indifference to a better life that has 
always been fatal to human happiness. 

In proportion as men hav anticipated future com- 

pensation they hav increased their individual and 
national miseries in order to obtain proportionate 
‘redress; in proportion they hav disregarded this 
“life of probation ;” in proportion they hav whiled 
away the precious hours of life in contemplation of 
ideal felicity ; in proportion they hav neglected the 
spouse, forsaken the friend, and ignored the 
wretched, under the happy but baneful delusion that 
& beneficent God or an eternal soul would supply 
what their inhumanity rendered deficient. 

The problem of morality must be solved by man 
alone; the spirits and the gods sonnive alike at 
virtue and at vice. The immortalist is unaware, 
perhaps, that, while he feigns to renounce selfish- 
ness, he embodies if as a sole and sordid ixcontiv 
to virtue—a future reward. How shall we express 
our contempt for mercenary morality! . 

That we cannot revive the dead, restore and per- 
petuate the amenities of life, inspires us to fill the 
golden cup of joy ere if vanish forever; that we can 

not repair the wrongs and compensate the ills of the 
departed, enjoins us not to procrastinate a benevo- 
lent deed with the prospect of future or vicarious 
fulfillment, but to render aid and solace during sn 


only opportunity; that we cannot enter another 


realm and atone for worldly guilt, impels us here to 
win the virtuous applause of a pure and tranquil 
conscience ; that we cannot love beyond the skies, 
prompts us here to foster the sublimest passions of 
the human heart. - l 
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I am loth to consider. Mr. Pillsbury a votary, of 
Spiritusligm-—sometimes in disguise as impressible 


psychology,“ whatever effect this ambiguous charac- 


ter may exert on its destiny—partly because he does 
not so avow himself, and partly-because.I infer from 
the philosophic. character of his disquisitions that 
his knowledge of human werkness is more than 
superficial: He is manifestly too well versed in 
psychology (not the “irrepressible” variety, how- . 
ever) to regard illusions and. hallucinations as mes- 
sengers from spirit-land, whether they frighten the 


timid in the guise of church-yard ghosts or amuse 


our modern Hamlets in the role of departed kins- 
men. ` wa * 

I readily concur with Brother Wettstein that soul- 
production must be limited; that terrestrial force 
and matter must suffer diminution in proportion to 
the evolution of these mystic elves, in which case, 
not only our own tiny planet but all gross matter 
would hav long since disappeared ; and, in addition, 
that those spirits which hav s beginning must also 
hav an end. 

How man can become spirit; or, in plainer terms, 
how the visible can become invisible and yet retain 
the attributes of the visible, is to the pure Materialist 
a shadowy problem. 

Mr. Wettstein and myself (for my friend I vouch 
on assumption) will be very grateful to the spiritual 
embassadors if they will kindly explain by what arti- 
fice the spirits defy the attraction of gravity. We 
should likewise be pleased to learn of what their 
thinking apparatus consists and how its presence in 
the body has so long eluded the eye of the anato- 
mist and the.lens of the microscope ; or, in the event 
of ita departure immediately after death, how it has 
so artfully obliterated all traces of its cecupancy. 

If the character of the “spirit” is derived from 
the character of the living body—and on this evi- 
dently depends their diversity—it is self-evident that 
the “spirit” is subject even to slight modifications, 
of body and brain during life; why, then, is it yet 
exempt from the incomparably greater modification 
of death? If brain is the organ of mind, which 
none deny, by what process of metamorphosis does 
the “soul” survive the destruction of its sole and 
essential factor? Mind, like light and heat, sound 
and color, is but a mode of motion. When we sleep, 
the pulsations of the brain sre abated in force and 
diminished in frequency, and mental action is cor- 
respondingly imperfect. At death its activity for- 
ever ceases, its motion is lost, and hence its attribute 
mind hes vanished ; and to assume the continuation 
of mind in another phase, is to assert the existence 
of an effect without a cause. None are so stupid as 
to ask what becomes of the peculiar motion of a 
pendulum that has stopped, of a stone impeded in 
its fall, or of a tongue that has ceased to wag; but 
we constantly hear the equally preposterous ques- 
tion, what becomes of mind when the mction of its 
organ is no more? l 

If spirits are immortal, they must be eternal; and 
if eternal, each one must hav awaited the advent of 
the body which it was predestined to occupy, for 
half an eternity, if I may so express an incalculable 
period of the past. If their predestination be denied, 
it must be admitted that their affinity is governed 
by chance; and if by chance they endow us with 
immortality, by chance they may also fail to. render 
many of us this service. 

The spirit, entering the body at conception or at 
birth (the moment, point, and manner of its access 
is not even assumed by those who profess so thor- 
oughly to understand the incomprehensible), has 
neither brought nor retained any knowledge what- 
ever of its vast experience; how, then, can it be- 
come so superior to itself when, after briefly inhab- 
iting an otherwise inanimate body, it returns to 
‘its normal condition? If, on the contrary, the soul 
comes into existence with life itself, how can it 
survive when those conditions without which its 
existence would hav been impossible, hav been 
withdrawn ? i | B 

The soul, exelaim the knowing ones, governs both 
body and mind; and yet my soul persists at this 
moment in denying its very existence. Is the im- 
mortal soul a hypoorit, a jester, or a liar? Oan our 
spiritual gnostics solve this problem with their 
alchemy ? ' 

Responsiv to the delicate insinuation of Joseph 
Mesmer, Jr, in the issue of May 23d, I beg to 
remind him that the age of oracles has passed. If 
my “pedantry” be fallacious, I suggest that he 
prove rather than assert it; otherwise he may him- 
self incur the. opprobrium which he seeks to bring 
upon an opponent. Were my critic but half so 
skeptical of “spirit manifestations” as he is of the 
manifestations of mortals, I apprehend that he would 
hav long since been excommunicated for spiritual 
heresy. The superannuated and moss-covered plea 
that bogus spirits alone hav hitherto revealed them- 
selva to the uninitiated, and that genuin spooks never 
are, but always to 5e, interviewed, is the identical 
echo awakened by the first exposure ; and, like the 
fabled soul itself, it seems. to be immortal. I shall 
not contest Mr. Mesmer's right to denounce those 
as “ignorant” who differ with him in opinion; for 
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it is his special privilege, I presume, to measure all 
men with his own standard. Should he ever be so 
injudicious as to consult Sully's “Illusions,” or any 
other recent standard work on psychology, quoted 
in my third communication, all of which expose the 
alleged phenomena of Spiritism, he may ascertain 
that the renks of “ignorance” sre erowded with the 
most eminent scientists and philosophers of the 
age. I meekly admit my dense “ignorance” of the 
subtle art of ** mesmerie impressions,” having “taken 
' lessons ”—snd applied them—in this field but ten 
years, and having access to only forty-two volumes 
‘elucidativ of magnetism, alias “impressible psy- 
chology " whatever havoc this cabalistio jargon may 
hav played with the science in recant times. 

Daring my visit to New York in September next, 
I shall leave my address at the offise of Taz TRUTH 
Szzxzn, that Monsieur “Mesmer” and his fellow. 
savants may avail themselvs of the opportunity 
of publicly exposing, at some convenient róanee, 
that “ignoranca” so detrimental to myself and so 
obnoxious to the apparitionists. Meanwhile I may 
entertain the additional hallucination that honesty 
assumes no disguise and a manly controversialist 
no nom de plume. 

Our Spirituatistic and Theosophical essayists are 
very sedulous in avoiding such interesting topics as 
the power of the imagination and the effacts of mag- 
netism in connection with their favorit recreation, 
though they frequently admit the apathy of the 
martyr to depend on the former and the efficacy of 
the imposition of hands upon the latter. 

The most notable of hallucinations recorded in 
ancient mock-literature are those of the exile and 
* revelator," Si. John, which, though discredited by 
“Spiritologists ” and topers, were undoubtedly the 
result either of “ clairvoyance” or alcoholic delirium. 
Both skepticism and credulity may be excessiv ; 
and concerning the universal reluctance to admit a 
damaging fact, I can but recall the ancient adage 
that “facts may deny what sages themselvs cannot 
refute.” 

The ipse diwits of our Spiritualistio polemics are 
irresistibly convincing ; and in their charming oita- 
tion of self-evident facis many of them almost rival 
the genius of Esop end St. John. l 

The mere audseity of those who pose as celestial 


couriers is itself almost as superhuman as the mira- | 


cles which. they pretend to perform, while their 
egotism has been equaled only by that of the Beth- 
lehem peripatetic who considered himself authorized 
to confiscate a jackass without either the knowledge 
or consent of tne legai owner. 

The “overweening conceit” of a semi-celestial 
character at present incognito, suggests its parallel 
in that of the Grecian god who, first perceiving bis 
reflection in a pool of water as he stooped to drink, 
became so infatuated with his imaginary beauty that 
he petrified in the very act and attitude of self- 
adoration. 

Did it ever occur to the enlightened ones that, while 
they are ostensibly so eager to submit their prodigies 
to public inspection, the very conditions which they 
impose on the exsminer are calculated to discourage 
investigation and excite suspicion ? Professing to 
aid the vision and assist the judgment, they insist on 
obseuring the one and perverting the other. The 
demand for twilight investigators and judges who 
shall reserve their decision until they shall hav be- 
come psychologically intoxicated, is notoriously in 
excess of the supply. It is respectfully suggested 
that investigators (?) of such phenomena (!) equip 
themselvs, not with dark lanterns, but with teething- 
rings and nursing bottles. 

It msy be safely assumed that the spirits and the 
gods are invisible to the vulgar gazs of the profane 
because, per se, they dwell within, not without, the 
human eye; and an sdditional analogy between re- 
ligion snd Spiritism rests on the mutual taxation of 
human credulity. Both systems dispose of spiritual 
commodities for financial considerations ; and, though 
it has been computed that the dispensation of “free 
salvation” in this happy land involves an annual ex- 
penditure of $2,500,000, popular statistics do not in- 
form us whether the spirits are a less expensiv luxury. 

Why the miracles of mediums test our faith with 
gny less severity than those of the mythical Galilean 
conjurer, hag never been made sufficiently clear. 
Indeed, whether infant minds in ancient bodies are 
as frequently found in “circles” as in pews seems 
no longer a question of debate. The exploits of 
Jehovah and Jack the Giant Killer, of Mother Goose 
and Dis Deber, bear a striking resemblance to each 
other, and faintly arouse the suspicion of a common 
origin. A patient and critical comparison of mortals 
and immorials may finally enable us to realize the 
seeming paradox that gods are made in the image 
of men and that souls and spirits are fairies in 
disguise. 

In the spirits power and impotence are strangely 
blended. Enabled to traverse continents and seas 
with the velocity of lightning, to master a hundred 
alien languages instantaneously, to withstand the 
intense frigidity and the rarity of the ether, to over- 
some atmospheric resistance in their impetuous 
fights, and to oppose, with marvelous impunity, the 


laws of gravitation, they are yet unable to “ mani- 
fest" themselvs otherwise than through proxy— 
ala Jehovah! Furthermore, these airy phantoms 
seem to be almost as superstitious as their devotees 
themselvs. They are perfectly infatuated with any- 
thing in the shape of acircle, but are as shy of angu- 
lar objects as a Texas broncho. 

It is reported (not by spiritologists, however), that 
the ghost of Lincoln was recently “ materialized” at 
Ohicago, New Orleans, and San Francisco during 
the same evening. It thus appears that in spirit 
lend Mr. Lincoln is as famous a pedestrian as on 
earth he was a railsplitter. This is by no means 
astonishing; for it is not an uncommon feat for s 
spirit to become proficient as a slate-writer who, 88 8 
mortal, was utterly ignorant of the vulgar art of 
penmanship. We often hear the modest assertion 
that our contemporaries converse with Aristotle and 
other ancients who flourished on earth centuries 
before the invention of the Auglo-Ssxon tongue: 
and, were it not so disrespectful of the favored few, 
we might question how they hav acquired such flu- 
ency in modern languages as to contradict themselvs 
and each other on every possible occasion. The 
spirits are of historic renown, not alone as amanu- 
enses, but as poetic muses; and it was they, no 
doubt, who inspired the erotic madrigals of Solomon 
when that virtuous monarch oecupied the editorial 
chair of the Jerusalem Police Gazette. 

In every age Materialists hav rendered themselvs 
both odious and infamous by denying that the immu- 
table laws of nature are wantonly violated for the 
spirituel or pecuniary benefit of mediums, to whom 
Dame Nature is always an obsequious handmaid ; for, 
as we sll know, belief is but an article of merchan- 
dise, ever at the command of the highest. bidder. 

We “know” that the soul is real; for somebody 
heard that somebody said that somebody dreamed 
that somebody saw a human soul. We know that 
the soul is real; for men of piety and men of verac- 
ity hav seen such things in bygone days; and our 
postmaster-general, our asylum. psychologists, and 
our revelers at the festal board see them to-day. 

But, unfortunately for the benighted Secularist, 
the affinity. of the soul for dreamers is as inveterate 
as the partiality of the Red sea toward the Hebrew 
marauders. 

‘We should be more inclined to dispute the 
“advantage of Spirituslism” among the eulightened 
than to deny the efficacy of Christianity among the 
“heathen,” which latter was once made manifest to me 
by the remarkable conversion of an emigrant pagan. 

As the provinces of both institutions are so inti- 
mately related, and us the spiritual harvest in each 
field is so flattering to the mutual cause, I shall 
briefly digress to relate the happy incident. During 
a “revival” in & Stockton street God-shop in San 
Francisco some years ago, sn ungodly Mongol was 
enticed from his joss-house and ushered into the 
sacred fold. Tragic recitations and hallelujsh antics 
being the order of the day, Brother Wan Lung speed- 
ily caught the contagion, and proceeded thus to expa- 
tiate on the felicity of salvation: “Oh! me heepee 
lubbee Jee cli! Hip la! Fi, fi! God d——n! 
Alle same Melican man !” 

The question, what shall we wear when we inhabit 
the frigid ether, is rather too indelicate to merit s 
reply. Suffice it to insinuate that, being invisible to 
a normal eye, our garb will be somewhat gauzy, not 
even so substantial a protection as a fig-leaf. This 
tenuity of raiment will account for our disinclination 


£o appear during the honest hours of daylight; for 


should we thus indecently expose our persons, we 
should merit the disapprobation of Comstock and 
shock the modesty of our feminin friends. Concern- 
ing our vocation, however, we are at no loss to con- 
ceive. It is obvious that our posthumous independ- 
ence will be even more greatly curtailed by mediums 
than are our physical liberties by the despotism of 
tyrants and the intolerance of Ohristians. 

However intense may be our desire to converse 
with our kindred and friends, we must calmly await 
their conversion to the “circle” before we can 
gratify our most ardent aspirations. Imagin our de- 
light when we are enforced by spiritual eircum- 
stances to ignore our anxious friends snd communi- 
cate with those who, while we were incarnate, only 
provoked our disgust! 

The worldly ones may well envy our felicity when 
contemplating an impending disaster, unforeseen by 
those who are to be involved in its ruin, and who are 
unable to anticipate and avoid it because we are not 
empowered by our mediums to forewarn them. 

Tied throughout all eternity to the apron strings 
of mediums, ever at their command to flatter the 
weak and beguile the wise, to juggle with furniture 
and earn an honest (*) dollar, the life of a “ fellow- 
citizen on high” is invidious indeed. Our profes- 
sions will be legerdemain, our ends pecuniary, and 
our reputation—spiritual, of course. Like our 
fellow-unfortunate, Jehovah, we may assess our der- 
otees to the full extent of their temporal assets; 
but while our representative on earth fulfill the letter 
of our capitation, they appropriate to themselvs the 
proceeds, and leave us nothing but the empty honor 
and. authority of having imposed the tribute. We 
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will, moreover, endure the mortification of being 
continually referred to by skeptics under the generic - 
and unromantic term, imagination. Many will doubt 
our existence and many more impeach. our integrity; 
and we wil labor under the double disability of 
being ourselvs unable to refate such charges while 
our inventors are equally incompetent of sustaining 
our mutual pretensions. 

Among the irreverent masses, none will be want- 
ing to compare our resurrection with that of the fab- 
ulous juggler of Nazareth ; and even some may sus- 
pect that we, in affinity with our illustrious prototype, 
the Holy Ghost, may also “manifest” & decided pen- 
chant for innocent (?) and unsuspecting Jewish 
maidens; but since the introduction of shot-gune, 
however, our sovereign ghost has diminished the 
frequency of his “overshadowing” expeditions in 
proportion to the increasing severity of paternal 
vigilance; and we shall profit by the exemple. 

One grand consolation remains, efter all; with 
whatever ills and disadvantages we may be encum- 
bered during our post-mortem career, we shall st least 
avail ourselvs of the glorious opportunity of haunt- 
ing death-beds of Moralists, and spreading terror and 
woe smong the disconsolate survivors. 

But when the solemn hour of our own demise 
approaches, we shall not dwell upon such material- 
istic thoughts as dissolution and personal annihila- 
tion, but remember that, in the cheerful language of 
the Arkansaw poet, there's a land that bests hell 
out o' this." M. L. SALTER. 
Williams, Ariz., June 20, 1891. 


— ai apn aaa 
Prayer. 


One of your contributors seems to repudiate the 
evidences of design in creation, and this has stimu- 
lated me into an examination into this serious sub- 
ject. It is vast in its dimensions, the outgrowth 
of which is, Who and where is the designer? It 
seems evident that all created things.are—so far ag 
we can observe—controled by inflexible laws. The 
violation of any one brings certain retribution ; not 
as the consequence of impious sin, but as the 
sequence of the infringement of some other law. 

Some minds would stop here, and declare every 
transaction the effect of evolution. But this is un- 
satisfactory to the writer, who is still anxious, if pos- 
sible, to trace the architect of these inflexible laws— 
if possible to the habitation of the designer. 

As my comprehension or mental eye-sight expands, 
it ceases to confine itself to this planet, when thou- 
sands of worlds move sround in planetary apace, nor 
thinks the designer confined alone to this compara- 
tivly paltry ball, when thousands are within telescopic 
distance, moving with inconceivable accuracy and 
speed in their various orbits. The Jewish Bible in 
its very limited and infantil history of creation says, 
* And he made the stars algo.” 

I hav refiscted much of late on this subject, and 
am as far from its full comprehension as ever ; but at 
one thing I am filled with disgust—the fashionable 
ignorance of our popular religions on the subject of 
prayer. Prayers for what? To implore the great 
designer to arrest the operations of these inflexible 
laws to mitigate our sufferings for our ignorances, 
follies, and blunders. : 

Several incidents come afresh into my mind as I 
reflect on the folly of prayers and the expectation of 
their being answered. Your late subscriber Daniel 
Mason had a pious father and mother, and it grieved 
them much that their son Daniel was so obtuse as to 
reject the mysteries of religion and substitute 
reason. Daniel loved his parents, and therefore in 
compliance with their wishes sought to please them 
in venting his soul in prayer. He retired to their 
wood-shed in the rear of their garden, closed its door, 
vented his soul in vociferation, and ended with a fer- 
vent Amen! He arose, paused, looked around him, 
and deliberately ejaculated to himself, “ There, Dan 
Mason, if you can’t make & better prayer than that 
you ought to go to hell—if there is one!” Still there 
was a mystery in prayer Daniel could not surmount ; 
it was so popular in usage. Through the daily press 
Mr. Henry Ward Bescher announced that on the 
coming Sabbath his discourse would be on The 
Benefit and Necessity of Daily Prayer.” The oppor- 
tunity was too good to be lost, and Mr. Mason availed 
himself of the chance. The reverend gentleman's 
discourse was wordy if not eloquent. The sum- 
mary was, he prayed because it made him feel good! 

Mr. Mason died but a few years ago, aged eighiy- 
three. He had a call from a Mrs. Archer, an esti- 
mable lady of the Methodist persuasion, the day pre- 
ceding his death. “Mr. Mason," asked the lady, 
“are you a Christian? Mr. Mason replied, * Mre. 
Archer, I should not like to be thought a Christian.” 
“ But you believe in the Bible, Mr. Mason?” Mrs. 
Archer, it is evident you hav never read that book or 
you would never ask a dying man such a question. 
'The Bible—yes, I do believe it to be the most filthy 
and the most damnable book of morals ever placed 
before a thinking people !” 

At the funeral which took place the next day, Of 
one thing I am sure,” said Mrs. Archer, “ Mr. Mason 
was not afraid to die.” Davi» Bruce. 
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Mr. Swartz in His Own Behalf. 
In your issué of July 4th, I notice that you devote 
a column to the discussion of my case, your remarks 
being called forth by some observations of E. O. 
Walker in Liberty of recent date anent 
the charge of cireulati gational literature. 
Knowing of old the reputation of 


A Voice from Maryland. 

We publish, by permission, the following extracts 
from a letter written ua by one of our activ and 
valued members, Mr. E. Livezey, of Baltimore: 

I like the circular [Flag and Pansy leafle!] you sent me 
very much. It is strong and to the point, without being 
offensiv to any. In my poor effort, I had to yield a little to 
superstition in order to get before the public. Your circular 
is strong, and should be appreciated by all Liberals. . . . 

I am trying to stir up our Farmers’ Granges and Alliances 
in this state, in the matter of ‘taxing all and exempting 
none.” Some of the Granges hav responded by passing res- 
olutions against exemptions. I hav written some strong 
letters to them showing that the heavy burden of taxation 
resting on them is caused by the many exemptions. An ap- 
peal to his interest is the way to get the farmer over. And 
if our Freethought papers would take the matter up—send 
strong articles to all the Farmers’ Granges and Alliances 
—we should hav a powerful influence brought to bear on the 
political parties all over the United States, that would help 
us in the matter of taxing church property and all other 
private and sectarian institutions. Although we know no 
party, we must make ourselvs heard and felt in the political 
struggles between the two great parties. Now is the ac- 
cepted time to work upon them, and get the influence of the 
Farmers’ Granges and Alliances. Show the farmers they are 
paying more than their fair and honest portion of taxes, be- 
. cause of unjust legislation in the matter of exemption, and 
they will be our helpers. Let us come down to practical 
work, and meet the questions of the day. 

This letter has the right ring, and we commend it 
to the consideration of such of our people as are 
anxious to bring about spsedy and practical results 
in state secularization. The taxation of churches is 
a point on which we can get many and many an or- 
thodox Protestant farmer to work with us. If we 
can get his help in securing this, the first of our Nine 
Demands, shall we not avail ourselvs of such help? 

Mr. Livezey is doing an excellent work in Balti. 
more and the.surrounding country, in preaching 
against the in justice of exempting churches. Not 
long since, he gave an able address on this subject 
before the Taxpayers’ Association, which the leading 
daily papers of Baltimore published in full and com- 
mented on editorially. A great danger threatens 
Maryland, and, through it, the whole country, in a 
pending constitutional amendment to exempt 
churches under the state constitution, and thus lift 
the matter of their liability to taxation beyond the 
reach of local legislation. The Jesuits, toa man, favor 
this step. With church property in Maryland 
exempted by constitutional enactment, an enduring 
foundation wil hav been laid for a union of church 
and state, upon which the Catholic church will not fail 
to rear a splendid and well-fortified superstructure. 

Meanwhile, what is the American Secular Union 
doing to prevent this grave danger which threatens 
our religious liberties? It sends its Church 
Taxation” pamphlets wherever it sees an effectiv 
opening. It is encouraging Mr. Livezey in his noble 
volunteer work all it can, and supplying him and 
other Maryland members of the American Secular 
Union with pamphlets for distribution. When it 
hears of a Liberally-inclined Marylander, it seizes on 
him, puts our “ Ohurch Taxation” pamphlet into his 
hands, and says, in effect: “ Work to save your 
state!” But,alas! Maryland Liberals are few and 
far between, and Catholics are thick as blackber- 
ries. Would that more of our people would 
come forward to strengthen Mr. Livezey's hands at 
this important crisis! 

Mr. Livezey’s suggestion of trying to win the 
Farmers’ Granges and Alliances over to see the in- 
justice worked to them by exemption of churches is 
excellent, and should be acted on, not only by Liberals 
in Maryland, but in other states as well. The in- 
dustrial situstion is the burning question of the 
hour; and if behooves those of us who would make 
state secularization & political issue, to be up and 
stirring to interest industrial reformers everywhere 
in the justice of our demands. To this end let us 
make sure that all the labor organizations are as 
thoroughly inoculated a& possible with the principles 
of the Nine Demands of Secularism. If we cannot 
get the whole loaf right «ff, do let us take a piece of 

the loaf with thanks, and work patiently and steadily 
for another piece and another, until the whole of the 
Nine Demands shall be cure. This suggestion of 
Mr. Livezey's is a very important one, and we hope 
that our Liberal friends everywhere will act on it 
promptly, and do what they can to win the indus- 
trial societies over to a perception of the importance 
of separating church and state. Our cause ia a just 
one, and, in most cases, needs only to be presented to 
other reformers to secure their hearty approval and 
ecóperation, 

Let every member of the American Secular Union, 
then. consider himself or herself a committee of one 
to influence some labor organization gradually with the 
principles for which the American Secular Union is 
working. Circulate our Church Taxation” pam- 
phiets to clinch what you say. Don't try for too much 
at once; work the ground thoroughly for church taxa- 
tion first, and then move ahead to another of the 
Nine Demands. This is the plan on which Mr. 
Livezey is working, and thus every stroke of his is 
effectiv. How many of you will act on his Bugges- 
tion? Ipa C. Cnappock, 

Corr. Sec. American Secular Union. 

Philadelphia, July 10, 1891. 


HE L RUTH PEEKER 


a few misstatements in regard to the facts in the 
case, and set myself in a proper light before your 
readers. 

In the first place, your Western correspondent, 
when he says, The Kansas City Sunday Sun is a 
sheet devoted exolusivly to social scandal," is guilty 
of a deplorable perversion of truth; but it does not 
come within the province of my present purpose to 
discuss the character of the publication; the prin- 
ciple involved in the attempts at its suppression 
remains unaltered by its contents. 

Like most others who attempt to justify the inter- 
ference of legalized authority with what can be but 
the affair of the individual, you confound the right 
to sell whatever some one else wants to buy, and 
consequently the right to publish and disseminate 
whatever & person chooses, with the palpable abuse 
of such freedom by a libel. No one can more detest 
libel or slander, or be more willing to make repsra- 
tion for such, unintentionally published, than myself 
(or the Sun) ; but in my case that charge is not pre- 


indictments, '' the circulation of a newspaper devoted 
principally to the publication of criminal news,” 
which hinges the fight on the freedom of the press 
from a censorship instituted by Comstock and his 
abettors, who were the instigators of the law under 
which I am prosecuted, and which was passed by 
| the recent Farmers’ Alliance legislature of this state. 
The question of libel or of malicious defamation does 
not enter into the controversy, and no one can show, 
or has attempted to show, that he or she has been 
injured by the publication of the newspaper which I 
circulated. I cartainly hav no moral right to 
injure other people," nor hav I done so. Whenever 
it is shown that I hav, I shali do ail in my power to 
right the wrong. And you certainly speak without 
a knowledge of the facts when you say that the 
interference of the government “ to protect the libeled 
from the libeler seems in the ease of Mr. Swartz to 
be perfectly justified.” : 

It is easily to bs seen that in my case, as in many 
similar ones that might ba mentioned, it is a press 
censorship that is being exercised, although you gay 
you believe there should be none of that. It 
the list of newspapers that circulate in this state is 
to be narrowed down to those that are not, in the 
estimation of the ordinary jury, “ immoral, indecent, 
or devoted principally to the publication of criminal 
news,” as the statute referred to reads, how long is 
it likely to be until some accidental aggregation of 
twelve bigoted religionists will decide that Tur 
Trorg Seexer is immoral? Is if not evident to you 
| that there can be but one occasion for the restriction 
of publication, and that actual invasion by the dis- 
semination of falsehood and slander ? 

This ease is similar to those of Lucifer and the 
Word. Ia neither of these has any injured party 
appeared against the defendant; but Heywood is in 
the Massachusetts state prison with a two years’ 
sentence half served, and Harman has six years of 
the same punishment hanging over his head. Nor 
has my (ffense been greater—or less. Bennett, 
Harman, and Heywood libeled no one, and they 
were imprisoned; I hav circulated naught but the 
truth—does the Editor of Taz Trora Szuxer think 
I should be imprisoned ? 

Personally, I hav no sympathy whatever with 
those who meddle with the private sffairs of others, 
or who ach as backdoor sneaks to rake up scandal,” 
and I consider them the most detestable of vam- 
pires; but I do defend the right of the Sunday 
Sun, Tux Trora Szrxrn, Lucifer, or any other paper, 
to publish and circulate whatsoever it pleases, so 
long as that publication be not maliciously slander- 
ous. Did I do less than this I should be false to 
the philosophy of freedom, lacking in respect for the 
rights of my fellow-man, and unheedful of the 
promptings of an honest heart. C. L. Swartz. 
Topeka, Kan., July 8, 291. E 


— — — — 
Our London Letter. 


The confession of faith recently published by 
thirty members of the Baptist community, in which 
Mr. C. H. Spurgeon leads the signatures, is a curi- 
ous instance of theological stagnation ; for while all 
the other sections of the Protestant church are giv- 
ing signs of their progress toward complete emanci- 
pation from old-fashioned dogmas, this particular 
sect glories in the fact that it is absolutely at a 
standstill. The subscribers to this remarkable docu- 
ment are to be commiserated, in that they are so 
perfectly satisfied by remaining in the gross darkness 
of superstition and desire nothing batter, while on 
the other hand they may be commended for taking 
their stand and openly stating what they do believe, 
unlike the vast majority of clerics, who will preach 


for honesty and fairness, I beg this space to correct | 


ferred. The alleged offense is, according to zi 


anything for. which they are paid, and being without 
any particular form of belief, if is impossible to pin - 
them down to anything; for while professing to be 
always resdy to defend the Ohristian religion from. 
the attacks of avowed unbelievers, they are the 
most unsatisfactory opponents to be found, wrig- 
gling about, making conesssions when expedient, 
and continually shifting ground, but the hard snd- 
fast Calvinist maintains his position to the best of 
his ability, and at all events giva you something to 
grapple with. It is rather unfortunate that Mr. 
Spurgeon, with all his faith, backed by the prayers 
of his large congregation, cannot improve the state 
of his health, and with all his loud professions of 
faith has to call in the help of medical science, which 
certainly appears somewhat inconsistent, as, if he 
believed the word of God” so strongly as he says 
he does, he'ought to rest satisfied with James's pre- 
scription for sickness. 


Poor old Dr. Keims has come to tha front again 


with another of his marvelous scientific- biblical works. 
If he were not so puffed up with self-conceit he 
would speedily withdraw the book from circulation, 
for it has been most unmercifully criticised, and the 
best his friends ean do is to “damn it with faint 
praise. I question whether the sale wil anyway 
meet the cost of production, for anyone who took 
the trouble to read his Moses and Geology ” would 
not spend a penny in the purchase of his lateat 
effasion. Luckily for him, he has a snug little income 
in a city church living, or the erstwhile schoolmaster 


would find it difficult to provide himself with the 
bare necessaries of life. 

The government scheme of free education, al- 
though very crude and imperfect, is a step in the 


right direction, and will, by a more democratic Par- 
liament, be put in better shape; but already it is 
much &bused by the Romish party, who fear they 
will lose much of their control over the education of 
the young. When the time comes, and it may not 


be long to wait, that public school education will be 


purely secular, s fearful howl will be set up by the 


entire clerical party, and all creeds will join to 
oppose it, but by that time their united power will 
be unable to continue the yoke. 

The poverty of the minor clergy has been under 
discussion in the Lower House of Oonvecation.” 
One wealthy cleric considers it is mainly caused by 
improvident managers, but as Arehdeacon Farrar 


says that the majority of men ordained must remain 
curates all their lives, and after forty years of age 
find it difficult to find employment, the unfortunate 
cleric must remain single, unless he can find & 


women who can afford to keep him, and celibate 


clergymen are not very desirable acquisitions in a 
parish. Those holding rich livings are not willing 
to giv of their wealth to assist their poorer brethren, 
but are always whining for the laity to subscribe ; 
but the laity are getting wiser than formerly, and 
strongly object to do any more than psy what the 
law compels. After all, it is difficult to see why any 
clergyman should receive any thing more than a 
nominal salary, for the life is generally a very idle 


one, the clergy being non- producers and as hungry 


as locusts. The msjority of them are unfitted for 
any other calling, and are only wastrels. J. D. 


— ————4 


At the Radical Club. 
The entertainment given at the Radical Olub, as 


anpounced in the last issue of THe Trut SEEKER, 
was a decided success. There was fine music, singing, 
and a solo dance, and the occasion ended with a 
social dance and refreshments. — 


The speaker of the evening, Mr. Wakeman, gave & 


necessarily condensed but highly interesting dis- 
course upon the evolution of poetry and music. He 


started with ancient Greece, and stated that in the 


kingdom of Sparta was born the lyric-epio, in which 


the poets sang of valor, praising him who gave his 


blood for his country's honor. This patriotie enthu- 


siasm found its brightest example in Leonidas and his 
Three Hundred defending the pass of Thermopy's 
against the Asiatic hordes of Xerxes, and caused the 
rise of all Greece. In Athens love and woman were 
added to the poet’s list of subjects. And in pagan 
Athens we almost for the first time find woman re- 
garded as something more than a drudge. The 
only preceding instanca of sn equal elevation of. 
woman was in Egypt, where she had for a long 
time enjoyed a liberty and equality which she haa 
not since regained. Passing from Athens, Mr. 
Wakeman took his audience to Rome; then pointed 
out the beneficent ixfluence of Christianity upon the 
development of music, and that by the introduction 
of the organ that religion reached its highest pin- 
nacle. He pointed out how the psalms of Luther, 
like the lyrics of Goethe, of Burns, and of Moore, were 
but ancient tunes to which the poets gave new 
words, new ideas. He spoke about  Shakspere, 
Shelley, Byron, and Keats. Turning to Franca, he 
called sttention to the fact that while in Greece and 
Rome the burden of the national song-literature had 
been “ Victory or Death " that of the French Revolu- 
tion was “ Liberty or Death.” Turning to America, 
he said ‘that our literature is the best, the broadest, 
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a literature of hope and promis. While speaking of | 


' America he stated that the English language is the 
only one that has a word for home, the one coming 
nearest it in this point being the German, with the 
adjectiv heim. In saying this, however, Mr. Wake- 
man fell into error, as both the Danish noun Hjem 
and the Swedish /emmat express exactly the same 
sentiment as the English word “ home." 

. Among the ladies and gentlemen who took a 

-prominent part in the evening’s entertainment we 
must mention Miss F. Moore and Mr. Haneock, who 
rendered an excellent duet on violin and piano. Mr. 
Brunswick, in illustration of German music, sang 
Heines “Lorelei” and one of Luthers psalms. 

` Mies Marie Louise, the well-known French Commu- 
nist, dressed in Revolutionary costume with red cap 
and short sleeves, and carrying a red banner, sang 
“La Marseillaise" in French, and the audience 
joined in the chorus. Bui the star of the evening, 
judging from the applause, was Miss Emma Wilder- 
muth, who in a clear voice sang “Auld Lang Syne,” 
and afterward treated the company to a very grace- 
fal skirt dance to the same tune. Miss R. Moore, in 
a rich and mellow soprano, rendered an Irish song in 
a pleasing way. Miss Kunz read a selection in a 
very acceptable manner; and Miss Kinget and Mr. 
Abelson gave a duet, a sample of American lyric 
poetry. The exercises were concluded by two gen- 
tlemen whose names were not announced, but whose 
singing was excellent and called forth hearty applause. 

Oher entertainments will follow, and the Radicals 
of the city should not fail to make a osil at the club, 
the home of New York Radicals, 37 Clinton place. 


— —— . — 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


The social question is to be made a plank in tle 
Swedish Freethinkers’ platform. 

Agitation clubs and open-air meetings are used 
exiensivly by Swedish Freethinkers as a means of 
spreading the truth. 


The annual congress of the Belgian Freethought 
Association will be held August 15ih and 16 5h, in 
Minard’s Theater, Gand, Belgium. 

A new Freethought society, with Napoleon Navez, 
ex- president of the Belgian Federation, as president, 
has been started at Mons, Belgium. 


According to the last census there were in the prov: 
ince of Haag, Holland, 7,913 nominal church- 
members and 1,081 persons who had no religion. 


Some time ago we informed our readers of the 
judgment rendered by & minor court against Mr. 
Rich. Erth. Schneeberg for blasphemy. The verdict, 
six months’ imprisonment, has been affirmed by the 
supreme court. 


We hope the announcement in the last number of 
the Freireligiòses Sonntags- Blatt that with the close 
of this year the paper will cease to exist, will not 
prove true. Dr. Voelkel's paper is one of our best 
exchanges, and is always newsy, entertaining, and 
instructiv. 


In the room of each of the Belgian Freethought 
societies there is a contribution-box labeled, * For 
Orphans of Freethinking Parents.” From June 1st 
to Jane 20ih 255 franos were donated. “Go thou 
and do likewise," we are tempted to sey to our Sec- 
ular Unions. 


According to the Iate census of Austria there are 
in Vienna 1,195,167 Catholics, 41 943 Protestants, 
118,495 orthodox Hebrews, and 8,000 Freethinkers ; 
the number of the latter in all Austrian provinces is 
18,000. But how many there are, who dare not say 
so, the census does not state. 


Editor Baginsky, of Reichenbach, has been sen- 
tenced to six months’ imprisonment for a blasphemous 
article. directed against a minister of the Prussian 
state church. The Schweidnitzer Züglichen Rund- 
schau, a very orthodox official paper, in com- 
menting hereupon says that the full penalty of the 
. law should be enforced against those who spurn the 
true faith and harrass the holders of ecolesiastic 
officer. 


American Freethinkers wishing to contribute to 
the fund which is being raised for Mrs. Voelkel and 
her children are respectfully requested to address 
their donations by international money order or 
check to Theodor Werner, Magdeburg-Buckau, 
Wanzleberstrasse. Mr. Warner is cashier of the 
Freethought society of that city and is authorized. 
All sums received will be published in the Freirelig- 
iöses Sonntags- Blatt. 


The editor of Friedländer Boten, who at the re- 
cent census signed himself a Freethinker, has, to 


make sure of people's knowing what kind of man he 


is, made the following declaration in his paper: 
‘Hereby I announce my secession from the 
Evangelic-Lutheran church, to which I belonged by 
birth and teaching during childhood, but to which I 
for a long time, through a pursuit of scientific study, 
hav become a total stranger. Osto Heinrichs, 
Friedland, Mecklenburg-Schwerin.” It would be 


well did every Freethinksr possess so much moral 
courage. 


in avoiding these contentions than there can possi- 
bly be in anything which, by its obsourity, could be 
the subject of contention; when men cease to allow 
their anxiety about the unknown or unknowable to 
seriously interfere with their enjoyment of the 
known; when children are taught only such things 
as are known to their instructors, and allowed to do 
their own guessing ; when parents are honest enough 
to admit their ignorance of matters about which they 
hav no right to know; when a man shall not be 
cast out of a religious organization because he shows 
symptoms of having brains and a desire to use them; 
when dying capitalisis who leave money to found 
institutions of learning shall not insist that they be 
anchored to their own tombstones, and that their 
beneficiaries shall sgree not to learn more than they 
themselvs knew; when the truth shall stand above 
any man’s conception of the truth, then will the 
world be brighter, better, purer, and more fit for 
human occupancy, and its people may die in the full 
knowledge that they hav done their best as to what 


— — . 
In the Kingdom of God. 


In the kingdom of God his chosen ones dwell, 
And they are a sweet-scented crew, 

Old Adam and Enoch and Noah and Ham, 

aa H the Bible is true. 


In the kingdom of God you can mingle with Lot, 
Aud meet his two daughters there too, 
And hear the sweet stories that they can relate, 
If the Bible is true. 


And Judah is there in that kingdom of bliss, 
His daughter-in-law's present too, 
To tell to the ransomed her strange escapades, 


: they knew, unhampered by heedless worry over what 
f l . 4 i : 
me Bib li trug, they couldn’t find out. 
High ap ta dee EORR E Rahab is seen, Errrorr Hiokony Oore Oo., Newton, Mass. 
A P.S.—The above may seem rather a novel adver- 
d : ` f : 
Heu ento Mist: the Bible is tens. and friendi, tisment for Hickory Bicycles, but the fact is, our 


advertising man has read so much in the newspapers 


In that beautiful realm a hero abides, about heresy during the past week that this was all 


Old Samson, who followed and slew 
The Philistine hosts with the jaw of an ass, 
ur If the Bible is true. 


And Jonah, the prophet of God, liveth there, 
“Who told of a gourd-vine that grew, 
Who lodged in a whale for three days and three nights, 
If the Bible is true. á 


King David is there, and Uriah also, 

. And Bath-Sheba’s stopping there too, 

All living in peace in the kingdom of God, 
; If the Bible is true. 


And the wisest of men, King Solomon, 's there, 
With his wives and his concubines, who ` 
Inspired his gay songs which our children must read, 
If the Bible is true. : ` 


Ye saints of the Lord, ye ransomed of God, 
` Ye Christians, ye orthodox few, . 
Imagin a life in this kingdom of God, 

If the Bible is true! 


Pure women and maids who lived undefiled 
In this world of the devil's, will you 
Fly to the arms of David or Lot, 
If the Bible is true? 


Will you walk through the streets of the city of God 
With Jacob or Judah and view 
The spirits of those whose lusts were as fire, 
If the Bible is true ? 


O Honor, O Virtue, O Truth, let us stay 
This giant of evil, and shew 

To the eyes of the innocent children of men 
That this Bible is false and untrue. 


Nashville, Tenn. W. H. SrrTES. 
A Queer Advertisment. 

. From the Bicycling World. 

Heresy is a crime that cannot be too violently 
dealt with. When s man becomes so depraved as to 
believe only that which looks reasonable to him, and 
honest enough to say what that is, he should be taken 
out and blown from the mouth of a cannon (now that 
burning at the stake is no longer considered the proper 
thing). 

Men who think real thoughts should not be per- 
mitted to run at large lest they teach others, and 
“the fruit of the tree of knowledge” should never 
be put on the free list. Now that truth has gotten 
so weak that when crushed to earth it might not be 
able to rise again, great care should be taken to 
prevent the sun shining on it. 

When that estimable gentleman dropped dead in 
Detroit the other day while defending orthodoxy, 
the cause was understood to be an abnormal condi- 
tion of the heart; but had it been some profane man 
who died while saying naughty words, we fear that 
some of our clerical friends might hav misconstrued 
the cause and the motiv. 

When civilization gets to be worthy the name, 
society (C. e., the people) will hav at least a profound 
sympathy for the man who thinks, and will blame 
him only when he refuses to giv the world the 
benefit of his thought. Truth cannot suffer, but 
must ultimately stand at the masthead when error is 
not even on deck. When it is learned that facts 
caanot be rubbed out, and that nothing else can be 
forever bolstered up by no matter whom; when 
honesty and brotherly love shall stand above cant 
and formality ; when man shall know that his highest 
duty to God is to use, to the best advantage, such 
gifts as God has given him; and that there can be 
no heresy or sectarianism in relation to anything of 
which the world has positiv knowledge; when man- 
liness and love of humanity shall take the place of 
selfish fear and unreasoning faith in unsupported 
dogmas, then we shall not be nauseated by the spec- 
tacle of five hundred able-bodied men (for the sus- 
tenance of whom somebody has to saw wood) spend- 
ing their time haggling over the question of whether 
an honest brother shal be allowed to progress. 


When it is understood that there is more religion 


we could get out of him. 


— — 9——————— 
The * Good Old Times? for the Clergy. 
Chauncey Depew in His Fourth of July Oration. 
I hav no sympathy and only contempt for watery 


patriotism. I know men who invest abroad because 
they see the shadow of an Anarchy and Communism 
which is to touch their possessions. 
who liv abroad to get out from under the American 
avalanche. 
plause.] We neither want them, nor do we want the 


I know men 


I hope they will never return. [Ap- 
offspring of such stock. What are our perils? In 
comparison with what we hav gone through and 
overcome they are nothing. Our dyspeptic friends 
talk about the glory of the old time and how we hav 
fallen away in memory and in morals. Why, the 
yearly records spoke of the exceeding drunkenness 
among the clergy of Virginia, and there is no such 
record attaching to any church, in any denomination, 
in sny state, in any township of the United States 
to-day. General Washington's administration and 
his republic was rocked to its center by a whisky 
rebellion in a county in Pennsylvania, but in our 
time thirteen states and a million of men, and Ameri- 


cans at that, in arms against the republic for its 
overthrow, only placed it on firmer foundations with 
purer liberty. 


Pah! for your good old times. The 
best time is to-day, except to-morrow. 


aa 


How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and 
thus save a half dollar apiece. 
2. Get your newsdesler to display it on his stand 
or in his shop window. Be sure that he displays the 
pictures. 

8. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to take off his 
hands at the end of she week any that remain unsold. 
If he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
smong your acquaintances. On your request, we 
will send you back-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be 
picked up—in the train, in the factory, in the 
meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts, 
and when convenient hand one to a friend. 

7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend 
to take it. 

"W.B. BELL is now visiting his son and family in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., and is open for engagements to lecture in New Jersey, 
New York, and New England. He will be in Massachusetts 
in August. His address is 654 Monroe street, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 

San Diao has done well in protesting against closing the 
World’s Fair on Sunday. One of our readers there—we 
wish he had sent his name—has forwarded us a petition with 
six hundred and seventy-three signatures. We trust that all 
who hav petitions in hand will get them signed and forward 
them here this summer and fall, as the question may come 
up in the commission governing the Fair, though it is not 
expected to be settled till some time next year, and after a 
lengthy hearing accorded to the two parties. Confidentially, 
we may say to our readers that we expect the anti-Sabbata- 
rians to win. 

— — . m 
Map as Christians used to be, 
About the thirteenth century, 
There’s lots of Christians can be had 
In this, the nineteenth, just as mad. 
: —JMoore. 
— — 8 — 

Suxp for catalog of our publications. Sent free 

on application. 
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Gammunications. 


Why I Cannot Be a Christian. 
He that hath brains to think Jet him think. 


The Protestant Ohristian insists that I must read 
the Bible for myself, and that it is my duty to attend 
church. These things I did for forty years and 
more, until I became thoroughly emancipated from 
fear of the threatenings of prophet and priest. Iam 
not s Christian because: 

First. There is no such characteristic as mercy 
exhibited in the God of the Bible. 

A threat is the first note from this God heard by 
the first man; the second note—one of banishment 
and death—soon follows. 

A half dozen brief chapters record the severe dis- 

- eiplin of the struggling race, when, after a few 
generations had come and gone, this God, not satis- 
fied with the ordinary means of human destruction, 
overwhelms in a flood every living creature save one 
miserable connecting link. 

And there is no mercy in the rainbow promis ; 
for this same God, whom Christians strive to wor- 
ship, soon turns up in Egypt and brings upon his 
own creatures there calamities of the most cruel and 
shocking character. This Mosaic God is declared to 
hav ordered the sudden death at midnight of the 
first-born of every family in Egypt, causing every 
mother to mourn. It is recorded also that the first- 
born of all the cattle died in a like manner by his 
command, “that I may show my power unto Pha- 
reoh.” And the rainbow promis sinks to the bottom 
of the Red sea. : 

After the cruel display of my power,” favoritism 
becomes a ruling principle with this God; but even 
the “chosen remnant, who are favored with special 
promises, find little mercy, for that remnant is being 
smitten conticually with this God's wrath. Ii goes 
hard with even the elect. 

Wars, famins, pestilences, and direful threatenings 
run all through the Bible. Even the Psalms are 
filled with King David’s praises to this God for his 
assistance against the surrounding factions and 
tribes; and thus he sings: Thou hast enlarged my 
steps under me, that my feet do not slip. I hav 
pursued mine enemies, and overtaken them: neither 

-did I turn again till they were consumed. For thou 
hast girded me with strength unto the battle: thou 
hast subdued under me fhose that rose up against 
me. Thou hast also given me the necks of mine 
enemies, that I might destroy them that hate me. 
They cried, but there was none to save them: even 
unto the Lord, but he answered them not.” What a 
mereiful Lord ! 

In Revelation we read that “they [those who are 
improperly marked] shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in 
the presence of the Lamò: and the smoke of their 
torments sscendeth up for ever and ever.” What a 
merciful Lamb! 

The Bible God creates man an imperfect being, 
aud then inflicts eternal punishment upon him for 
being so. What a loving God! 


But the God of Love and of Hell together—they cannot 
be thought : : 

If there be such a God, may the Great God curse him and 
bring him to nought (Tennyson). 


T find, on reading the whole of the “ sacred script- 
tures,” from the banishment of Adam and Eve on 
to the lake of fire and brimstone into which all those 
who do not know and worship this God shall be cast, 
that this particular God is a God of miracle, wrath, 
and ertelty. ; 

An unmerciful people enthrone and worship an 
unmerciful God, and the worship of such a God tends 
to authorize and perpetuate cruelty. Hence Gods of 
this cheracter and their prophets and priests hav 
furnished the excuse and rallying-ery for most of the 
wars between tribes and nations. The religious war- 
rior expects help from a “ God of battles,” and styles 
him. * Lord of hosts." 

Certainly s large part of the history of the Jewish 
and Obristian nations is & record of religious wars 
and sectarian persecutions. Some old scripture was 
called “The Wars of Jehovah.” As in the Bible the 
chosen people" were given “the heathen round 
about” to slay and rob, so Christians hav deemed it 
justifiable to use the sword and inquisitorial tortures 
to compel unwilling people to accept their God and 
supoort their priests. Force of some kind has been 
used whenever and wherever the church had the 
power. Most of Europe and Americs were converted 
by the sword. The banner of the cross has waved 
over thousands of battle fields, encouraging its fol- 
lowers in slaughter and robbery. The Mohammeden 
ultimatum, “ Believe, pay tribute, or die,” was in the 
Dark Ages narrowed by Christians to “Believe or 
die. Northmen prisoners taken in battle were be. 
headed for refusing to worship the cross. It cannot 
be pretended that the Orusades (called “holy wars”) 
were anything else than religious wars. For two 
hundred years Europe was impoverished in the effort 
to get possession of the “holy sepulcher,” but the 


Saracen God of battles proved fully equal to that of 
the Christian. The population and civilization of 
Mexico were almost blotted out under the crimson 
shadow of the bloody cross in the hands of Spanish 
Ohristians. 

Along the centuries the Jew slew “the heathen 
round about,” the Ohristian robbed and slew or ban- 
ished the Jew, Unitarians were butchered by Trinita- 
rians, Ostholics murdered Protestants, Protestants 
robbed Catholics, an established church persecuted 
Dissenters, all hands in England oppressed the Puri- 
tans, and in turn the Puritans in Massachusetts burnt 
the Quakers. 

Were all Christians of to-day freed from the relig- 
ious superstitions taught them in childhood, not one 
could believe, in face of the record, that the Ohris- 
tian church and its cross has had any special divine 


guidance. 
Second: The scriptures and gospels are not in- 
spired. 


Heretofore it has been held that every verse of the 
Bible is a divine utterance. Now it is declared by 
the best scholars, including many theologians, that 
this claim, in its entirety at least, cannot be 
sustained. 

Much of the Pentateuch was written long after the 
death of Moses. D fferent parts were written at 
different times by different persons; henee repeti- 
tions and inconsistencies appear. In the first chap- 
ter of Genesis an account is made of the creation of 
Adam and Eve. In the second chapter snother 
account, materially different, is given, making it ꝓlain 
enough that different legends of the creation were 
copied. : 

A considerable portion of the Pentateuch is 
devoted to the scheme of establishing Aaron and his 
seed as a “priesthood forever,” to be entitled to 
tithes and fat offerings “ throughout all generations.” 
Some of the people at the time “ murmured ” at this 
family arrangement, and the wrath of the Lord is 
said to hav consumed many thousands of them. 
How merciful! Moses and Aaron constituted a king- 
and-priest government: a perpetual fat priesthood 
was established through “fear of the Lord.” 

The prophets of the Old Testament were too 
numerous, and toc ready to charge one another with 
being false, to command any respect. On one occa- 
sion six hundred “false prophets” are slain by the 
prophet Elijah; and his successor in inspiration 
inspires two she bears from the wood to tear in pieces 
forty-two children. That the prophets committed 
oruelties is likely enough; that they performed the 
preposterous miracles ascribed to them I do not 
believe. 

In the Old Testament the awe-inspiring “Thus 
saith the Lord” is the pretended authority of 
prophet, priest, and robber. So young David, with 
his band of four hundred men who were “ discon- 
tented and in debt,” made s raid on farmer Nabal 
in sheep-shearing time, robbed him, seduced his wife, 
caused his death, and then “blessed the Lord that 
he smote Nabal.” So old David himself was over- 
come by the conspirators (Bathsheba and the prophet 
Nathan), and, with the clincher ‘Thus saith the 
Lord,” Solomon is proclaimed instead of Adonijah. 
Aud the first official act of the “wisest” man is to 
slay his brother. 

After Moses, David becomes the central figure of 
the Old Testament. The “kingdom of David” is 
sought to be made an everlasting kingdom against 
all opposition. To oppose him is to oppose God, 
and certain it is that in the Psalms it is frequently 
impossible to distinguish one from the other. This 
* man after God's own heart” furnishes royal seed 
through Uriah's wife to keep the “ everlasting king- 
dom" a-going. — ' 

Hence Oollector Matthew begins his part of the 
work by showing that Jesus is connected through 
his father Joseph with the divinely-established 
kingdom of David, “that the scriptures might be 
fulfilled,” and then straightway spoils his own story 
by declaring that Joseph wasn’t there. 

In respect to the New Testament, it is certain that 
we hav not a single word written by Jesus himself, 
and it is not certain that we hav any actual writings 
by any of the apostles. 

The New Testament, like the Old, is the product 
of growth. Many different gospels were. written ; 
some anonymously. Some were accepted by Obris- 
tian conclaves, others were rejected, while some were 
accepted which previously had been rejected. The 
Revelation, written about the beginning of the sec- 
ond century, was first rejected ; not till early in the 
fourth ceutury was it included in acanon. It de- 
nounced the churches in Asia, and the Asiatic Chris- 
tians did not like it. 

Previous to the fourth century there was no 
agreement among the churches regarding the writings 
and legends about Jesus. The Esstern churches 
were Unitarian, the Roman became Trinitarian. 
They quarreled to the death about this and other 
dogmas, and the Roman emperor (a.p. 325) finally 
used his authority in favor of the Trinitarians, and 
declared the Roman or Latin church, which supported 
that dogma, to be “catholic.” This was the first 
application of the term catholic, The average 


Ohristian thinks ha knows all about the versecutions 
of the early saints, but he kaows nothing of the real 
character of the early churches. 

It is a very important fact that the early Obristian 
writers never speak of the apostolic writings as being 
inspired or as having any divine authority. To: 
them “the scriptures” mean only the Old Testa- 
ment. Now we are threatened with an eternal hell 
unless we believe such silly nonsense to be divinely 
inspired. 

The authority of the scriptures and gospels is based 
mainly on dreams and visions. Many persons 
nowadays bav dreams and visions, which are gener- 
ally laughed a5, while a dream of some Arab three 
thousand years ago, or a vision of some lone fisher- 
man two thousand years ago, is looked upon as a 
divine revelation. : 

The Christien system is a result of the commin- 
gling of different races and superstitions. The Jews 
believed in one God only, and the expected messiah 
was to be, not au invisible or bumsn deity, but a 
counterpart of Moses, to again lead them out of the 
bondage of foreign oppression. But the early 
Obristiens, fo conciliate and satisfy polytheistic 
Greeks and Romans who would not be satisfied with 
one God only, made a god of Jesus and another of 
the Holy Ghosi—whatever that is. Hence the 
dogma of the holy trinity,” which was invented in 
the latter part of the third century. This dogma 
fixed the Jew, as well as all other outsiders ; for now. 
the Mosaic God alone won’t do. 

Third: Christian assumptions. — 

There are at the present time five great religious 
systems in the world, each one claiming to be the 
only true one. It is certain that all cannot be right, 
and it is just about as certain that they are all 
wrong. Hach one furnishes its array of willing 
martyrs for its particular faith: hence martyrdom is 
not evidence worth considering. 

It is claimed that Ohristianity is a divine religion 
because it possesses the best code of morals. This 
claim is both inconsistent and false. The orthodox 
Protestant and Catholic Christian alike declare that 
good moral conduct without just the right faith is 
worthless; and the claim is false because the best 
teachings in the Sermon on the Mount, including 
the Golden Rule, were compiled from the Persian and 
other Eastern codes; but the injunction that “to 
him who steals. your coat giv your cloak also” is 
probably original. The Christian cannot fairly mo- 
nopolize all the moral virtues. The claim is dis- 
honest. $ 

That the Christian system is not as bad as that of 
the Mohammedan cannot be taken as proof of a 
divine origin, else Buddhism must be accounted 
true because it is an improvement on Brahmanism. 

Great stress is laid on the power to work miracles, 
as though the Christian had a monopoly of all that 
sort of thing. Why, sil supernatural religions are 
founded on miracles and visions; and the more 
ignorant a people the stronger and more general is 
the faith in them. The Protestant Ohristian, how- 
ever, is just sensible enough to deny the truth of 
any alleged miracles since the time of the apostles. 
But why should we not hav the benefit of more 
miracles? They were of frequent occurrence 
through the centuries from Moses to Paul. Now 
Ohristians themselvs hardly know what to believe, 
and a new miracle of some sort might help them on 
their way and lessen their sectarian differences ; 
while nothing short of a genuin miracle will stop 
intelligent minds from denying the. old stories of 
miracles altogether. L. Grrentear Reep, 

f (TO BE CONCLUDED.) 
—ͤ— . — 


It Makes a Difference. 


God is represented as being of the masculin 
gender, and during the whole history of his “ chosen 
people” (the people who chose him) he takes the 
heavy part of chief villain, supported by such leading. 
male Hebrews as were smart enough to find their. . 
way to the front by the time-honored Jewish 
methods (questionable now to be sure but formerly 
rewarded by spoil) It may be that Moses in his 
first arrangement of the plan worked upon the basis 
that the main support of his religion would come. 
through females, including the influences which they 
could bring to bear upon the tender minds of their 
offspring. The hand that rooks the cradle rules 
the world.” And Moses, the meek, long-headed 
schemer, was far-sighted enough to see that it would 
not be wise to hava female god for the average 
“woman of the world” to worship. Males are 
inclined to worship females and vice versa, and it 
may be noticeable £o al] that, as a rule, human males 
do not take so kindly as females to worshiping the 
male god which Moses in his wisdom was meek 
enough to suggest. 

In fact, there are but two classes of males who do 
any great amount of worshiping. First, those who 
worship for the bread and butter and meat there is in 
it; and second, those who are weak in the region where 
thought germs originate. On the contrary, females 
are inclined to worship, and especially those who are 
unmarried, mismated, or hav no male descendants. It 
seems to be the natural desire, inherited in women, 
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to worship man, and in his absence, or in the absence 
of a response, God, whom she supposes to be a male. 
Were God of the feminin gender there can be little 
doubt but that her worshipers would be principally 
males, and that there would be a corresponding 
jealousy in the female breast against her. If, on the 
other hand, God had been formed as neither male or 
fémale, perhaps there would not be so wide a differ- 
ence in numbers of the sex of the worshipers ; the 
controling influence being only the difference in the 
male and female nature; that of the female, being the 
more confiding and affectionate even where the 
object of affection be neither male or female in 
appearance, would hav a tendency to worship 
strength and power ; while the male, being stronger, 
would worship beauty. As God is supposed to be 
the embodiment of strength and power, end could 


represent no beauty to a human mind without rep- | 


resenting the human form, which would necessarily 
include one of the sexes, the female would undoubt- 
edly still lead in the number of worshipers. 
Woman's nature to depend on a greater strength 
. than her own would still lead her to any power or 
supposed power superior to herself, be it male or 
female or neither. E: 
It will be noted that the church has always been 
opposed to the education of woman and still is 
opposed to her recovering the benefits of the electiv 
franchise, although there is no doubt but that the 
first effect of such a measure would be to greatly 
increase the power of the church. 
The great controlers of the church who hav fol- 
lowed Moses and are now walking with their feet in 
his shoes, are farsighted enough, however, to know 
it would be the death-knell of the church. Woman 
would be raised very rapidly in point of intelligence 
-and ‘especially in self-dependence—that is, independ- 
‘ence, or liberty. What woman would be controled: 
by-clergyman or priest who recognized in herself his 
equal or superior? Woman will never receive her 

right to vote from the church, and when she does 
receive it from those who are more liberal and broad 
of mind she will at the same time receive her liberty. 
: The chains of superstition which now bind her will 
be broken and her pure mind will come forth from 
the dungeon of ignorant dependence into the sun- 


light of truth, and she will realize thet man is her 


god, as she is his ever goddess. . F. H. Huan. 


. ͤ ů¹Mj̃——¶ö ũ—H: 
The Bitterness and Sweetness of Life and 
een, Death. 
It is much to liv, but little to die. The Christian 
who denies himself the pleasures of life and suffers 
here below that he may enjoy and participate in the 
“life above,” reminds one of the poor beggar who, 
wretched and starving, sat on the cold stone of a 
church door. Some kind-hearted person (an Infidel 
perhaps), whose heart was more full of kindness 
than his pocket-book was of money, gave him a small 
coin and passed on. And still the beggar sat there 
with the cold wind blowing the wet snow around the 
corner of that great empty church, and as his wasted 
hand.elutehed the coin he said to himself: “If I use 
this to-day I will hav nothing to-morrow and will 
surely starve, I am so hungry now." Well, he 


starved to-day, and when the to-morrow dawned the. 


church sent one of her servants to carry him from 
her door. ‘And after he had been prepared for a 
decent burial by some other than a Christian's hand, 
the church prayed over his frozen clay, she knelt 
beside his bier, and no doubt from his lifeless hand 
she wrenehed that solitary dime and dropped it into 
her overflowing coffers. And in the potter's field, 
over the grave which she had had dug, the church 
wrote: Blessed are tha merciful, for they shall see 
God.” 

Yes, this beggar saved his money and starved to-. 
day that he might eat to-morrow, but that to-morrow 
never came. How like a Christian's life. 
hate (Luke 14-26), they fight, they suffer now that 
they may rejoice hereafter. Will that hereafter 
ever-come ? PN 

Is it not a mere matter of choice, & mere answering 
of the question, Which shall it be? According to 
the Bible the Christian suffers to-day that he may. 

enjoy to-morrow. The Infidel enjoys to-day and is 
doomed to suffering to-morrow. Esch has his time 
of joy and of pain. Will that to-morrow ever come 
to either of them? If it does not, who will hav 
made the most of his talent, the Ohristian or the 
Infidel * 

This striving for the best now, this longing for 
what is good, and pure, and írue, which makes a 
heaven or hell on earth, this joy of the present with 
no fear of the future, raises one to a higher plane, 
calla forth all that is good and develops all that is 
noble. It doffs the blue eye-glasses through which 
the church is forever viewing the world and throws 
a new tint fresh from Nature’s beart over our lives. 
It brushes the cobwebs from our misty brains, it givs 
love a nobler aim, a purer motiv, and a greater re- 
ward; it makes truth a greater honor, and honor a 
greater virtue. : 

To-an Infidel the fear of death is unknown. 

What hes he who has lived an honest, honorable 
life, with no thought of & future heaven, no fear of 


They. 


future hell. to fear in death? Iiis the church who 
has robed Death in terror and wrested the balm: 
from his hand and given him the sword. And it is: 


the Christian who, having prepared a hell, must 
needs on his death-bed fear that by some accident 
he will make a misstep as he passes out into the 
darkness, and it is he and not the brave Infidel who 
fears death. 

To an Infidel the sting of death is not in the 
thought of his own death-bed, but in the knowledge 
that this and that one of his loved ones must some- 
how somewhere step out into that dreamless sleep, 
pass from his sight into that eternal silence. : 

And yet when he bends above that beloved face 


for the last time there is not that fear of the: 


heaven that this one may hav missed, nor the terror 
that the thought of an eternity in hell would bring. 


worker who sighs for rest, or & suffering invalid who 
wooes sleep, let us put our hand steadily in the hand 
of death and approach our grave as one who wraps 
the ‘draperies of his couch about him and lies down 
to pleasant dreams.“ EDA Hzarp... 

Elsinore, Cal. ' 


OOS a ———————— 
. The Beauties of Theism. 

God has not wound up nature like a clock, and then hung 
up the key, letting the machine run without his supervision. 
His withdrawal would be the retraction of gravitation and 
cohesion, so that the machine would not only stand still but 
crumble into dust so fine as to baffle Tyndall to find either 
potency or prophecy. By the word were all things made, 
and by the word of his power are all things upheld (John 
i, 3; Heb. i, 3). He is “the fountain of Lfe,” and without 
him no lichen can grow, no insect breathe, and no soul 
think, feel, or act. If any atom can exist without the divine 
upholding, then can also a world; and if a world, so can 
the universe. Take the divine superintendency out of the 
smallest particle of matter, and the principle is admitted 
which demonstrates his non.existence.— Dr. C. als- 
baughin Wilford Hall's Microcosm, about 1882. 

According to this, God is in everything, moves 
everything that moves, causes everything that is 
caused, does everything that is done. No wasp or 
bee ever stung a man without the help of God; 
no rattlesnake ever struck his fangs into the quiver- 
ing flesh of a darling child without thereby impart- 
ing some of the grace of Gad; and it requires a 
special sfilatus of the Holy Spirit (if not an over- 
shadowing) to enable a cannibal to masticate- the 
savory morsels of his missionary steak. 

If God moves every atom, it is he who nerves the 
arm of John Sullivan to strike those fatal blows 
during his pugilistic combats; and it is he who 
causes the blood to flow, the lips to swell, and the 
features to unshape themselvs under the manipula- 
tions of the arm and fist of the pugilist. 

If the Rev. Dr. Balsbaugh’s view is correct, then 
during & battle, if God should withdraw his personal 
supervision, nob an atom of powder would explode 
when the hammer fell on the cartridge ; not a single 
bullet could move out of à gun even if the powder 
did explode (because every atom moves at the com- 
mand of God) ; and even if the bullet should happen 
to go on its way, and pass through a man’s body, it 
would not make any hole therein, nor cause any 


damage, for it requires the personal supervision and. 


divine superintendency to cause the particles.of the 


human body to giv way and make room for the 
passage of the bullet, otherwise atoms would be 


moving in obedience to a material force and God’s 
non-existence would at once be demonstrated. 

When a farmer sends his boy to plow a piece of 
stump-land and the plow, in shaking up -a rotten 
stump, eliminates a quantity of yellow-jackets which 
alight on boy and horses, stinging the one nearly to 
death and causing the others to swing the plow about 
their heels to their destruction or maiming for life, 
what s comfort itis to the farmer to reflect that his 
holy God, his loving heavenly father, is the cause of 
the whole catastrophe; that not a single motion 
could hav been made, not a sting inflicted, not a cut 
or bruise made, without the “divine superintend- 
ency ” of his loving father. » 

. When ‘an industrious and frugal widow is com- 


pelled to send her only daughter to the pasture ‘to 


drive up the mileh cows, and the maid steps upon a 
viper or rattlesnake from the bite of which she dies, 
how it must enlarge the benevolence, mollify the 


caustic grief, and soothe the perturbed emotions of. 
the mother, in turning her tearful gaze to heaven to 


receive, &8 by inspiration, the consoling remembrance 
that “I, God, did it, who doeth all things well.” 
“ Is there evil in the land, and the Lord hath not 
done it?” Beloved, I create evil.” Yea, verily; 
for the poisonoua fangs of the serpent could hav 
made no impression on the tender flesh of the 
idol of the poor widow’s heart without the 


displacement of the smallest particles of mat- 


ter,” which requires “the divine superintend- 
ency.” ‘Deny this and “the principle is admitted 
which demonstrates his non-existence.” Even the 
blood would not move the first step toward assimi- 
lating the poison unless the holy spirit of God 
should tell or somehow inspire it to do so. . 

When a criminal is brought to the gallows on 
account of the commission of some heinous crime or 
dastardly outrage, what.a help.it must be to his faith, 
what an encouragement to his hope of pardon, to 


know that the holy spirit stood by him in the ‘hour 
of his temptation, caused his blood to boil with lust 
or malice, and gave him strength to perform the 
deed. No wonder he expects mercy! It would be 
a poor God that could not justify and even sanctify 
his own acts. , l 
How busy God must be in moying all those little 
atoms calléd chiggers and helping them to bite. I 
hav seen children in Kansas who play in the grass 
and climb cherry-trees nearly covered with red swell- 
ings caused by these minute and almost invisible 
mites created by God “for the greater manifestation 
of his glory.” What a poor, disconsolate, unsuitable 
“probationary state” this would be without chig- 
gers, fleas, bed-bugs, lice, needle-worms in well 
water, chinch-bugs and army-worms in the wheat, 


j 1 miasmatic swamps, poison in air and water, potato- 
Let each die as he has lived, and like a weary: 


bugs, weeds, snakes,cut-worma, cockle. burrs, hornets, 
priests, office-seekers, monopolists, millionaires, and 
other divine blessings, for which, as Mr. Heston 
says, we should be piously grateful and “thank God 
it is no worse.” i , 

The most wonderful thing about this wonderful 
Theism, as expounded by Dr. Balsbaugh and many 
other modern divines, is that it runs so quickly into 
Universalism and fatalism, either of which conclusion 
would soon render the priesthood a superfluity. In 
its zeal to prove a God it leaves no room for a devil 
and nothing for him to do; for, if a devil can move 
an atom “without the divine supsrintendency,” then 
a God becomes unnecessary to the work of moving 
atoms. If a devil could move atoms, other living 
creatures could do 80; and these other living creat- 
ures, being material, would show by every action 
that matter could move itself. So, it seems best on 
the whole that the tacticians who get their livings by 
feeding credulity with superstition should “claim 
everything in sight,” for their God, as politicians do 
for their candidates, lest “the principle should be. 
admitted which demonstrates his non-existence.” 

Hartford, Kan. A. H. Darrow. 

B — ., —d' k 
A Zoological Superstition. 


It is possible that by reading “Some Problems 
of Nature” in Tae Teura Szener of July 4th, some 
may be led to believe in the ridieulovs theory of the 
origin of the so-called hair-snake (Gordius Aquati- 
cus) whieh the writer upholde, and. which is surely 
on a psr with the theory that carth-worms rain down 
because they suddenly appear during s shower. I 
hav repeatedly offered $5 to anyone who would catch 
a “ fish-worm” in their hat as it descended from 
the skies, but no one claims the money. Likewise I- 
hav offered the same for each hair turned into a 
worm, and although repeated efforts hav been made 
by different persons, the hairs refuse to wiggle. 
Investigators hav scientifically shown that “ bair- 
worms” lay eggs, and their offspring develops in 
ponds, and that often, when very small, they attach 
themselvs to the:abdomen of a grasshopper or other 
insect, and burrow intoit, which finally causes death to 
the insect. Afterward the worm emerges much larger 
and seeks a stagnant pool, or damp earth, or leaves, 
in which it livs and lays eggs. People should not . 
jump to the erroneous conclusion that they come 
from hairs simply because they resemble them. These 
curious littla creatures can be dried in the sun until 
they are stiff, but after being kept in that condition 
for days at a time, will be as lively as ever on being 
put in water again. A full-grown one will feel like 
rubber, and is larger around than a hair, but not 
very long. I never saw one over twelve inches in 
length, although hair can be obtained from the tail 
ofa cow or a horse much longer than that. They 
hav a habit of several twisting themselva together in 
a kind of ball, which seems almost impossible to un- 
tangle—recalling to mind the famous Gordian knot, 
—hence their name, Gordius. Persons wishing to 
read more about them, should send fifteen sents to 
the Truth Seeker Oompany for No. 29 of the 
Humboldt Library, or they can look for Gordius 
in any good encyclopedia. : F. S. MOoNTGOM ERV. 

Shepard, O., July 5,1891. . 

—————— a — 
Enoch's Denominational Leaning. 


One of Chauncey Depew's Chesinuts.at the Independents Fourth of 
July Celebration, 


I like to brag on the Fourth of July. I was 
invited by a clerical classmate of mine—moat of my 
classmates became ministers [iaughter], and I am 
glad of it because they say they keep praying for me, 
and I keep preying on my fellow-men [laughter], 
and we are both satisfied—he said: Come around 
to my church. I hav a young minister from New 
Haven who is going to try himself this morning.” 
So I went around. The young clergyman was tremu- 
lous and fearful, and he took for his text, Enoch 
was not.” He said that Enoch was not an Episco- 
palian, because he did not go to theaters or dance. 
[Lsughter] Enoch was not a Methodist, because he 
never fell from grace. Enoch was not a Presbyte- 
rian, because he believed that there were other men - 
as good as he. Enoch was not a Baptist, because he | 
did not think that the quantity of water made any  - 
difference. But Enoch was a Oongregationalist , 
because he walked with God. 
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The Folly of the Bible-Savers. 

No sensible man can regret the theological quarrels 
now dividing several of the sects, nor can he fail to 
be amused at the absurdities they disclose. It is 
difficult to say which side makes itself the most 
ridiculous. Over these fights among the Episco- 
pslians, the Presbyterians, and the Baptists, not only 
is the pulpit and the religious press deeply agitated, 
but the secular papers take a hand in them, as though 


become members of our society.” TI 
ship fee is five dollars. The society needs money. 


renounce its inspiration altogether? If these gentle- 
men will not do this their position becomes absurd. 
As à human book, you may save what is good in the 
Bible, and reject what is false and pernicious; but 
to say that certain things in that volume are against 
fact and reason, aud then to claim that you must 


cling to the whole of it as “holy,” is to make your- 
self ridiculous. 

The truth i is, these “ Liberal ” clergymen are attack- 
ing religion in its most vulnerable point. Take 
inspiration from the Bible, and hell. from religion, 
and what would become of the church? The church 
is built upon supernaturalism, Deprive it of this, 
leave nothing to generate and feed superstition, and 
the whole.thing crumbles, and priesteraft finds “its 
occupation gone." The little sects who hav been 
striving to liv on the smallest modicum of super- 
naturalism hav always been “ living at a poor dying 
rate.” 

It is doubtless the fact that the majorities 1 now 
bent on suppressing and silencing these free- 
thinking clergymen are honestly struggling to save 
the churcb. But inconsistent as they are, there 
latter are without question doing good service to 
humanity in aiding to expose the frauds that hav 
enslaved the human understanding already too long. 

: — — — — 
The Investigation of Spiritualism. 
The American Psychioal Society, by its secretary, 


has sent us its prospectus and constitution with 


* & cordial invitation to the readers of your paper to 
The full member- 


The purpose of this society—so the prospectus 


statec—is to investigate the phenomena of modern 
Spiritualism in accordance with the scientific method, 


with a view to determining the facts and laws, and 
the most probable hypothesis which will explain 


a great national convalsion is disturbing us, with 
ruin threatening in the distance. Oonvalsion and 
ruin (to something) there may well bs; but what is 
it all about ? 

The pettiness of the disputes, and the E NES 
of the issues raised, can only excite merriment at the 
flame already kindled. Why does Heber Newton 
appeal from the Thirty-nine Articles to the Nicene 
creed? Does he expect to find more theological 
sense and wisdom in the fifth century than in the 
sixteenth? We do not know. But he is menaced 
with. ecclesiastical decapitation. What does either 
of these creeds amount to? Both of them are made 
up of theological phrases coined and put together 
when the human reason was in eclipse, when bigotry 
‘and superstition united to manufacture dogmas as 
pueril as they are offensiv to common sense. And 
will it save Heber Newton to prefer the verbal gym- 
nastics of the Oatholic fathers to those of the 
Protestant rebuilders? See what a Protestant in- 
quisition will do with him. 

And what is Dr. Briggs about? Attempting to 
expurgate the Bible, cleanse it of its indecencies and 
falsehoods, that if may be more acceptable to the 
human temper of to-day. 

And if Dr. Bridgman could eliminate hell ‘from 
theology, he doubtless thinks that he and the human 
race would be happier. 

These three clergymen may hav the credit, in this 
war of creeds, of perceiving that organized religion 
has planted itself on corruptions and indecencies 
that are abhorrent to human nature, and of attempt- 
ing to purge it of its more offensiv features. Bat 
they undertake the impossible task of endeavoring 
to cleanse the Bible, and save it, too. The Bible, as 
it stands in theology, is a structure so built and sup- 
ported that in taking out even one of its props the 
whole concern totters and falls. That is, it falls to 
a human level. An ordinary book may contain both 
wisdom and folly; but he who cares to read it may 
secept the one and discard the other. It is not so 
with the Bible. Its power over the minds of the 
ignorant, the credulous, and the superstitious, as 
well as its great use to the church, consist in the 
dogma that it is “divinely inspired; and when, in 
the name of the church, you admit that it contains 
falsehoods snd indesencies, you destroy its power 

altogether. If it cannot stand on plenary inspiration, 
it cannot stand as a holy book at all. 

Now, how can Heber Newton call Genesis a para- 
ble, and Dr. Bridgman deny that the Bible teaches 
hell, ad Dr. Briggs point out any of its errors and 
falsen: culla without being compelled by fair logic to 


the facts and laws. It is believed by the organizers 
of the society that many species of phenomena, such 
as slate-writing and table-tipping, are to such a 
large extent so strictly physical in character, reduc- 
ible to motions in time and space, as to bring them 
clearly within the most conservativ lines of scientific 
Observation. The attempt will be made to begin 
with the simpler phenomena, reserving the more 
complex species for later treatment. The society 
hopes that the value of their work can be increased 
by following in the footsteps of Prof. Robert Hare 
and others, by using apparatus. It seems probable, 
they say, that in some cases the personal equation” 
of the medium can be entirely eliminated, reducing 
him, perhaps, as truly to the rank of a piece of appa- 
ratus as are the chemical balance and the gaiva- 
nometer in the hands of the experimenter in physical 
science. The great emphasis is to be laid upon 
actual experiments with mediums ; every other line 
of work will be subordinated to this. Activ members 
are charged five dollars per year; associate members, 
without vote, three dollars. Membership is obtained 
by vote of the directors, who elect officers, control 
the affairs and funds of the society, select the people 
to attend réances, and do all other business of and 
for the society. 

In closing their appeal to the public the writers of 
the prospectus say: No problem of greater impor- 
tance to humanity confronts the world to-day than 
the one our society will attempt to solve. If all 
spiritualistio phenomena be delusions, it is a sad 
spectacle to behold thousands, if not millions of 
people in Europe and America so completely led 
astray. If, upon the other hand, careful research be 


be explained by the delusion hypothesis, wa are 
profoundly impressed that the world needs a knowl- 
edge of them and of the explanations which will 
surely be proposed in due time by the students of 
psychical science.” 

Such, in brief, are the reasons for and outline of 
the work the society proposes to attempt. That it 
will fail in establishing anything is as sure as that all 
other investigating societies hav failed to convince 
the general public pro or con in the matter. Ex- 
posures of mediums by societies or individuals hav no 
effect whatever upon the great body of Spiritualists ; 
they but cling closer to their faith. They will 
explain a particular exposure by saying a particular 
medium was dishonest, and that counterfeit only 
proves that there is genuin coin. On the other 
hand, all the seemingly miraculous occurrences testi- 
fied to by thousands of honest Spiritualists hav 


destined to yield a residuum of facts which cannot 


equally little effect upon those who rely on known. 
natural laws and human experience as premises for 
their reasoning. A dead man, they say, was never 
known to come to life, while men hav been known to 
be debeived, and even to lie, and to them the latter 
is by far the most probable hypothesis. 

But, aside from this consideration, there are 
others which necessarily make the work of the new 
society of no value. ,We hope our friends the min- 
isters will forgiv us for what we are about to say, 
but we seek the truth and it must come out. The 
society at present is composed of twenty-eight per- 
sons, who, naturally enough, propose to run the 
thing. Nineteen of thess are ministers. The pres- 
ident and secretary are both ministers. Five of the 
directors are ministers. Personally, for some of 
these ministers—those whose fame has reached 
beyond their parishes, like the Rev. Mr. Savage—we 
hav considerable respect, and probably the others 
are as worthy of it as he, as being good, sincere men. 
They are chiefly Unitarians, and we are willing to 
believe so. Buf the fact nevertheless remains that 
ministers are unfitted by training and habits and 
beliefs to do anything scientifically which touches 
the domain of religion. The fact that they believe 
Obristianity-proves this. They are prepared already 
to admit the existence of a world of spirits; most of 
them believe in miracles ; they believe in a great big 
overruling Spirit, or Man, of whose existence they 
hav not the slightest shadow of proof; they think 
there is a heaven of which no human being knows 
anything. If, then, they accept, without investiga- . 
tion or proof, such stupendous assertions as truth, 
of what value can their testimony be in a matter 
involving just these things. Belief in “ ancient 
Spiritualism "—in ghosts and gods and sons of gods 
—men at once human and divine—fatherless sons of 
virgin mothers—resurrections and ascensions—dev- 
ils and evil spirits, and all the other paraphernalia of 
superstition embodied in Ohristianity—makes belief 
in “ modern Spiritualism” extremely easy. Aud to go 
a little farther, but still well within the bounds of 
solid truth, anyone who accepts the Obristian tale ag 
historical on the evidence which its apologists present 
is not of that judicial mind the possession of which 
alone can make judgments weighty. With such 
men, science and evidence hav little influence; senti- - 
ment and ideas obtained in receptiv youth a great 
deal. We are not saying this with any desire to 
disparage the particular ministers on the society's 
list. They are an exceptionally fine body of church- 
men, but it is time they comprehended their own 
position, and set about investigating their own fit- 
ness to pose as scientific teachers. 

Another phase of the inquiry operating to make it 
of no utility is the attitude of the mediums. Other 
investigating committees and societies hay had no 
difficulty in obtaining the services of mediums, but the 
mediums hav had their own “ conditions” whenever 
phenomena hav been produced. The Seybert Com- 
mission spent much money in this way and obtained 
many theories of how the phenomena were produced. 
But does any Spirituslist believe that it was all 
human work? On the other band, if the mediums 
are not allowed their “conditions” they will not sit. 
That is, in the plain words of the worldly, * if they 
can't beat the game they won't sit in.” We hav had 
a little experience in this matter, obtained when 
seeking Spiritual facts in the most impartial spirit— 
willing to be shown proofs of disembodied intelli- 
gence, willing even to sit when the medjums had 
their “conditions,” and only unwilling to be madea - 
fool of for the glory of Spiritualism—and feel confi- 
dent that all “investigation” will be as fruitless in 
the future as it has been in the past. People must 
be individually convinced in a matter of this kind, 
each for himself, and whether Spiritualism be decep- 
tion or fact, or partly both, a society is not going to 
solve the question for the world. There is no ques- 
tion that mediums will produce “phenomena” if 
given their “conditions.” Itis their business. They 
make a living by doing it. But it is also unquestion- 
able that mediums will not allow “test conditions” 
which destroy their powers of manipulation and dis- 
range their program. They hav allowed them, or 
will allow them some other time, or other people hay 
obtained resulis when so allowed bei they will not 
do it right then jand there. The priests of this 
faith, as we hav said before, are no more willing to 
help investigate the subject than are the priests of 
another faith toinvestigate their religion. Inquirers of 
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experiment to be true, and he does not expect the world at 
large to accept even these on his dictum. 

The testimony already accumulated as to the phenomenal 
facts is too solid to be shaken by any report of the Psychic 
or any other association.. Ocular demonstration is not diffi. 
cult to obtain by those who will devote & reasonable time to 
seek and observe it; whilst the ethics built upon the facts 
are often sufficient to. convince intellectual people without 
personal investigation of the phenomenal basis. 

“ Spiritualism is not in its swaddling clothes; it is on its 
feet and capable of taking care of itself; it is in the light 
and courts examination. Anyone who desires can investi. 
gate it to their hearts content, but they must go to it—it 
will not come at the beck. and call of any self-constituted 
body, to submit itself to any method of examination or tort- 
ure they may desire. 

“A truly scientific examination, whether by an individual 
or an association, cannot fail to be productiv of good 
results; but neither individuals nor associations can claim to 
be truly scientific who do not yield to the conditions which 
experience has shown to be essential for the evolution of the 
phenomena they seek to examin.” 

In view of the previous statements this inclines 
one to smile; it substantiates completely the opinion. 
we before expressed—that Spiritualism givs no aid 
to investigators unless the “conditions” are fully 
observed. As all “conditions” of phenomenal Spir- 
itualism are such that fraud is easily perpetrated ; 
as inquiries are met with long and meaningless sen- 
tences; as scientific methods are petulantly refused, 
there is no hope of solving the question of a future 
intelligent existence from physical experiments with 
mediums. And the assertion that “only scientific” 
investigation is that in which the producers of phe- 
nomens are allowed unquestioned their own “ condi- 
tions” shows how hopeless it is to reason with them. 
k It must be that they do not comprehend the first 
the day to ask the questions, ‘Is the movement | principles of science, or are ignorant of the mesning 
founded on delusion ” and ‘Is it not time for a few | of words, or willfully muddle the whole subject. 
truth-loving persons, approaching the subject in a|: The two journals of light agree with us as to the 
serious frame of mind, to investigate it, guided by à | value of the American Psychical Society's labor— 
purely scientific method? ‘Is it not in the best | that “very little result cau be expected from it.” 
interests of humanity that this matter shou'd.be| They ground their opinion upon the idea that the 
settled once for alil?” Were it not for the names] « soientists” will not allow the conditions ;” we 
attached to this prospectus we should look upon the | upon the notion that the investigators are not scien- 
matter as a joke, or presume that the initiators of | tifo men—inasmuch as they already believe in 
the movement were woefully ignorant of the history | unprovable things—and that no medium will pro- 
of modern Spiritualism.” duce for them any phenomena under circumstances 

As for scientific “ experimente,” these journals con- | admitting of no possible thaumaturgical practices. 
sider that enough in that line has already been done. — 9-4 9——————— 

The published experiments of Professors Hare, 
Orookes, and Zöllner, and the report of the London The Surest Way to Heaven. 
Dialectical Society, they maintain, are sufficient! Four murderers were legally killed in this state 
demonstration of the reality of the phenomena; and | on the Tih instant. All but one, a Japanese, went to 
they assert that “their correctness has never been | heaven direct. The Jap, being a heathen, is now in 
seriously questioned; but they are supplemented and | hell. All were brutal men, who deserved to be 
` indorsed by the experiments and testimony of thou- | Secluded from the rest of the world for the remainder 
sands of clear-headed investigators in the ranks of | Of their lives. They were unfit to be at large, as is 
society and in all parts of the world.” a tiger, and could hav earned their board by pro- 

That the mediums and Spiritualists will sfford Mr. | ducing useful articles. ` . 

Savage's society little aid is pretty plainly hinted in| The following extract from a daily paper shows 
this sentence: How can they expect to investigate | how easy it is to get to heaven, or at least to con- 
vince a murderer that he is going there: The con- 


the phenomena without mediums, who are the 
instruments through which it is elicited, and how|demned men spent their last hours of waking in 
can they reasonably expect to obtain the ccdperation | prayer with their spiritual advisers, the Rav. Fathers 
Oreeden, Lynch, and Hogan, the Rev. Mr. Edgarton, 


of good mediums to run a ‘murderous gauntlet’ € d 
under their strictiy scientificmethod of investigation t" | and the Rev. Mr. Law, chaplain of the Tombs. They 
knew at 6 o'clock Monday night that they would die 


The criticism is further made that investigators into t y 

Spiritualism never follow a “strictly scientific | at sunrise the next morning. The news was broken 

method," invariably seeking “to solve Spiritual to them by the ministers. It did not seem to sur- 

things by material methods or phyeical science,” | Prise them. When the news was broken to Slocum, 
he seemed not to hear it; he began at once to talk 


and not only failing to study psychic science but ! : e 

completely ignoring its existence. Had the gentle- | about something else. Father Hogan was with him. 

men and ladies composing the American Psychical | Father, he said, ‘are you sure that such a wicked 
man as I will be saved? ‘Sure of it,’ said the 


Society; the two journals of light add, “ announced 

themselvs as a body associated together for the pur- | Priest. ‘Why, there is no doubt of it.’ And then 

pose of making a philosophical examination of the | he told a story of two women. One led à pure life 

phenomena called Spiritual, and asked the ocopera- and gave to charity liberally. She was a hypocrit 
in some things. She died without repentance, and 


tion of men of experience in the field they were 
about entering, their prospects of success would hav | was lost. The other was a harlot. Ob, she was one 
of the worst women that ever lived. She cared not 


been much brighter.” | an 
Naturally enough the investigators of Spiritualism | the snap of her finger for religion. She cared for 
nothing that was good. She was simply wicked. 


will retort at once that Spiritualists are anxious to : 
confine “ investigation” to considering the theory of | She was taken sick, and on her deathbed she came 
to a realizing sense of her sins. She repented and 


the faith, for “ psychic science” is no science at all, : 

and a “philosophical examination of the phenomena | was saved. This seemed to comfort Slocum very 

called Spiritual” means endless talk with each party | much, and bis face brightened up, but his spirits 
wavered. It is not that I fear death,’ he said; 80 


concluding just where it begun. Such an “examina- f A 
mieerable a fellow as I is better dead than alive, and 


tion” is of course worthless; but it is the only con- 
sideration of the subject the people that we may cal] | I hav the courage to face death, but it is the courage 
. orthodox believers desire. to face heaven that I lack.’ . 
Having condemned the methods of science the| “Slocum was not wrong when he said he had the 
two journals of light naively add: courage to face death. As the time approached he 
became more and more wrapped up in the contem- 


“The truly scientific man is modest; he is only positiv : 
about those things which he has demonstrated by careful] plation of the heavenly future, and when summoned 


the most gentle type are pushed away, and experiment 

is not desired by those who hav the mysteries of the 
faith in their keeping. The doctrin of the soul 
and its mortality or immortality, which appears in 
the history of philosophy like the shades of departed 

` Scandinavian heroes, eternally slaying one another 
and eternally coming to life again in a metaphysical 
Nifelheim,” will not be settled through any aid tbe. 
mediums will extend, nor through any investigation 
conducted by those who, in starting, accept miracu- 
lous legends without having investigated their proba- 
bility. What is needed in this instance is fair- 
minded Agnostic investigators and cooperating me- 
diums. But when one of these is at hand the other 
is not found. So the see-saw continues, neither side 
convinced nor confuted, and so it will probably be 
after the American Paychioal Society has added all 
it ean to the knowledge of the world. 

— — 2 — — 
What the Spiritualists Themselvs Want. 


That we hav not misjudged the mediums and 
their supporters in the preceding comments upon 
the ministerial investigators is evident from the edi- 
torial indorsement by the Banner of Light of the 
Harbinger of Light's criticism ef the project. The 
two journals of light represent probably the opinion 
of eight-tenths of the Spiritualists. These represent- 
ativ journals consider phenomenal Spiritualism to 
hav advanced beyond the stage when it may be con- 
sidered a theory and to hav passed to the realm of 
actuality. Fifteen or twenty years ago, they say, the 
propositions of the American Psychical Society would 
hav seemed reasonable, “but it is rather too late in 


by the keepers to pass under the fatal doorway his 
hands were clasped and his face wore a wrapt and 
exalted expression. He obeyed the directions of 
those in the execution room and spoke intelligently, 
but his thoughts seemed far away. He died with 
scarcely a struggle. 

“ Wood was of a different make. His nature was 
more even, not so subject to fluctuations as Slocum’s. 
When he accepted religion he became a serious man. 
Religion became almost his only thought. It was 
natural, therefore, that his last hours should be 
different from Slocum’s. There was no such exalta- 
tion in his case. Similarly there were no such mo- 
menís of depression. Wood never doubted when 
once he became a Ohristian. As the time approached 
he talked calmly with the priest. Their talk was of 
heaven. As the priest painted his joys, Wood gradu- 
ally grew into a higher state of faith and expecta- 
tion, and it was with joy most evident that he 
walked into the death chamber and seated himself 
in the chair which was to be the means of his attain- 
ment of his highest happiness.” 

If anything could be wanting to disgust people 
with the Christian scheme of “salvation” the priest’s 
talk ‘and the “conversion” of the brutal murderers 
would surely furnish it. 

— . —᷑ — — 


Editorial Notes. 


Tur danger in riding a hobby too hard is apparent in the 
following conclusion arrived at by Mrs. Slenker. Writing 
to Luci, r on the interesting subject of ‘‘ virgin generation ” 
that estimable lady says: ‘‘If there be a higher and better 
life yet to come, that race will no doubt be mainly of the 
feminin sex. Gods themselvs, did such beings exist, would 
all be females.” The first assertion is splendid news for the 
few favored male immortals, but Lord bless us! what will the 
unprovided-for lady angels do? A heaventul of Jackless 
Gills is not the place most girls are looking forward to. 
Better the Christian heaven where there is no marrisge nor 
giving in marriage, and so of course the boy and girl angels 
take it out in courting. But how does Mrs, Slenker know 
that if there were things with the attributes given to gods 
they would be females? 


Ir is a great thing for the church to hav a pious man in a 
family which owns a great railroad, but it is rather Lard 
upon the poor passengers who are presented by the peddlers 
of piety with such slush as this: The Rev. Mr. Rogers, of 
Dedham, expostulating with those of his hearers who neg- 
lected the sacred scriptures, as if God himself were speaking 
said, ‘I hav long intrusted you with my holy Bible, but 
you hav slighted it. It lies in your houses covered with dust 
and cobwebs. You care not to look into it. Do you use 
my Bible so? You shall hav it no longer.’ He then lifted 
the sacred volume and turning round, appeared as if he were 
carrying it away. Then suddenly turning back again, and 
personating the people, he fell on his knees, and wept and 
pleaded thus with God: O Lord, whatever thou dost to us 
take not thy Bible from us! take our children—burn our 
houses—destroy our goods—only spare us thy Bible!’ Then 
he again addressed the people as from their maker: Say 
you so? Well, I will try you yet a little longer; here is my 
Bible for you. I will yeta little further see in what manner 
you will treat it; whether henceforth you will love it and 
Study it as it requires.’ A general weeping ensued ; and it is 
hoped that from that hour many studied and obeyed the long 
neglected Bible.” A few years ago Mr. Vandorbilt ordered 
all of Colonel Ingersoll’s works to be taken from the news- 
stands of the depots of his railroads, and this is his substi- 
tute. The exchange is notcomplimentary to the people's in- 
telligence. 


RarERENOR was made last week to two new views of 
Thomas Paine, one by a Unitarian and the other by a Meth- 
odist organ, in which that much maligned Infidel was 
spoken of with respect and favorably compared with some 
of the Christian critics of to-day. Now we hav another and 
similar notice—intended to be complimeptary—in an extract 
from Moncure D. Conway’s forthcoming Life of Paine. Mr. 
Conway says: To. day it is difficuit for us to realize the 
attitude of those who criticised the Age of Reason thirty 
years ago. Paine was pictured as a monster, generally, of 
course, by people who had not read his writings at all, and 
the epithets heaped upon him were as fantastic as any 
applied to the most hardened heretic that ever lived. Asa 
matter of fact, Paine was not only a Deist, he not only be- 
lieved in God, but was a reverent believer. In fact, the at- 
titude of Paine—the scourged and vilified Tom Paine— 
toward the Bible and the general beliefs of the Christian 
church differed in scarcely any material respect from the at- 
titude of the advanced Unitarian church to-day. Paine an- 
ticipated a great many of the changes which hav taken place 
in all the Christian churches, and he did so without ever 
taking the position ignorantly ascribed to him by those who 
hav no actual knowledge of what he has written.” But it is 
not difficult at all to one who thinks. The people who criti- 
cised Paine thirty years ago were real Christians. To-day 
Christianity has been outgrown by the decent people and the 
scholars of the world, and they hav grown up to Paine. 
Mr. Conway is not a Christian. The real Christians, like the 
Roman Catholics and the fellows who are after Professor 
Briggs, vilify Paine as much as ever, and just as ignorantly. 
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not persecute. It does not shed blood. It fills the world 

with. light. It cares not for heresy ; it develops the mind, 

and enables man to answer his own prayers ” (Ingersoll). 
BAMUEL ROBERTS. 


: ee fram : friends. 


That ‘Refusal to Consider, . 

] Á Wises, Nes., June 20, 1891. 
“Mr. Epicor : 1 want to say that I believe you hav got 
Holyone Johnamaker in a hole. Keep your trumpet aimed 
woll at the head of the post-office department, and keep up 
a weekly bombardment through Taz TnaurH SEEKER by 
- calling public attention to his refusal to consider one com- 
plaint as carefully as another, and it will do more good than 
all the petitions for pardon of innocent and honest Free- 

thinkers for alleged violation of postal laws. H. KirGoRR. 


- Communion Making Drunkards. 
: HokRTros, Car., June 18, 1891. 

Mz. EprroR: Iam glad to know that a subject which has 
interested me for many years has come up for discussion, 
and that there are those not afraid to speak openly of such 
inconsistency as using wine at communion. It is used with- 
out being an emblem of spiritual affairs when used in its 
material self and not as Christ used it. He turned water 
into wine (material into spiritual) in his life, and his last 
‘supper with his disciples was a pledge that they should 
think of and follow his teachings spiritually. My father was 
ja physician, and I know of many instances of church- 
| members coming to him after communion season asking him 
for an antidote, or some help, todo away with the cruel and 
excessiv appetite which would take possession of them after 
the wine had passed to their lips and its enticing odor been in- 
haled. One instance which my mind often reverts to, is of a 
deacon whose duty it was to pass around the emblem * so 
called. He had when a young man been led into temptation 
and had become a lover of the wine-cup, but repented and 
joined the church asa safeguard. 


A Spreader of the Truth. 
Turer Rivers, Mion., June 16, 1891. 

Mz. Eprror: I was happily surprised to find, so early and 
promptly, the short esray that I sent for your consideration 
entitled, Why Does Not the Bible God Destroy the Bible. 
Devil P» inserted in your last issue of the grand TzaurH 
SzükEE paper. Of, course 1 felt highly honored and pleased, 
forIsuppose myself to be somewhat like the old owl that' 
“ declared her baby owls: to be the handsomest birds in the 
woods.“ ; 

I am going to follow out your advice to place the back 

numbers of the pictorial papers where they will be seen and 
read by such parties as I ‘think will be interested, and as, I 
hope, will ‘see fit to become subscribers to your paper, or if 
not, who may order some of your Freethought books and 
pamphlets. 

It you can send me three or four copies of the June 16th 
number, in which my essay is published, I would gladly 
pass them to some Freethought and Liberal progressiv men 
in this place. Tours fraternally, E. D. BLAKEMAN. 


seemed the world's curse, while the church was uppermost 
in decrying its use asa sin. Then why use it as the very oppo- 
sit idea? There was a noble boy, and only son of one of the 


through the communion-cup, it being his first temptation to 
lovethe taste of wine. 'The habit caused his destruction 
morally, and his death. Almost his last words were: 

“Why, oh, why must wine be used in churches, when it is 
only ‘ fit for the bar-room,’ as the good say? I never would 
hav gone there after it. It took me unawares under the dis- 
guise of good. The time will yet come when this inconsist- 
ency will be corrected. But not by the church element; 
it is too slow.” I remember how the church people and min- 


Crazy Christians Ready to Burn, 
Norra Benton, O., June 18, 1891. 

Mer. EDITOR: "Within find $3. $1 you may apply to the 
picture book. As soon as ready send me one. The bal- 
ance, $2, apply on Taz Terura Serer. I cannot liv with- 
oùt the paper. And the pictures are the most valuable 
weapons I can Offer to show the ridiculousness of the divin. 
ity of what the Christians call the holy Bible—to show the 
blind superstition of the pretended followers of the holy. 
book. Two prominent citizens and members of a church, 
neighbors of mine, publicly and privately claim they talk 
daily face to face with God, and they claim God directs their 
daily words and acts. Now, these people are mature in 
years, not far from sixty years old, and hav been raised in 
what we call a civilized community, and in courts of justice 
their oath would be taken as soon as an average citizen’s, 
and they are willing to make oath that they talk to God face 
to face and God directs their every-day actions. I proposed 
listening to them one whole day and giving them one thousand 
dollars if, they could demonstrate the fact that they talked 
to God and God heard them and answered their talk. They 
gaid they could not demonstrate it to me, but they knew it 
themselvs as wellas they knew anything. On all other sub- 
jects I would believe them sooner than I would an average 
citizen, but that they think they talk to God and. God 
talks to them is more than I can believe. For my part, I 
cannot be dishonest to myself, whatever I might be to my 
fellow-men. I might hava motiv for that; but I can see 
no motiv for being dishonest to myself, and how an intelli- 
gent man can work himself to a point to believe such spook- 
ery is more than I can divine.. In my judgment, if a man 
can work his mind up to that point he can work it up to 
the point to believe it is right and just to burn and torture 
those that cannot work their mind upto that point. But 
the world is getting wiser, and there things will pass away. 


CHESTER DEDELL. 

7448 SIXTY. FOURTH STEEET, Esargwoop, Cn101a0, 1 

June 19, 1891. 

Mz. Eprror: The inclosed communication was offered to 
the Tribune of this city for publication, and refused, the 
managing editor giving as a reason that the language was 
too strong. I asked him if it was not the truth. He replied 
that it might be the truth, but that the Tribune did not wish 
to start a. controversy. The truth is that the press of this 
country ís being subsidized by the church. These papers 
will not hesitate to publish the sermons which denounce and 
lie about those who will not subscribe and swallow their 
nonsense. 

I cannot do without THE TRUTH ÑEEKER. S. ROBERTS. 


ExdLRwOOD, CRHIOA G0, Irrt., June 19, 1891. 

Editor of the Tribune : In to- day’s issue you report that 
among the sweeping resolutions adopted by the Baptis 
Association's session at Eoglewood was one directed 
against the opening of the World's Fair Sunday.” It ended 
by wishing that the air would be filled with electricity that 
would smite and confound the enemies of God.” 

The inhuman and murderous spirit expressed in the rego- 
lution is wortby only of the times in the Dark Ages when 
the church had supreme control of the minds and actions of 
the people. Think of.a body of men representing Christ, 
who commanded them to love their enemies, pray for them, 
and if struck on the right cheek to turn the other also, etc., 
etc., being guilty of such inconsistency. 

Were it not for the law of the land, enacted under the be- 
nign influence which the inestimable blessing of science has 
brought in the world, these men, like the Inquisitors of old, 
would kill those whom they could not convert. According 
to the interpretation which Jesus givs of the man who, in 
his heart, lusts after a woman, these pious gentlemen hav 
already committed murder in thelr hearts. How lucky it is 
for the Liberal thinker, the Agnostic, and the like, thet the 
God which these hypocrits appeal to cannot answer their 
bigoted and cowardly prayers. 

But what does Science do for mankind? 


prehended his true meaning. And the use of wine at com- 
munion (and its dreadful reputation when taken elsewhere) 
by the ministers and very good people, makes the act more 
farcical than solemn to my mind. J. E. C. 


Sortie On the Enemy’s Works. 
Newark Variey, July 3, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrog: Being confined to the house since February 
with a broken hip and having quite a bit of leisure, I thought 
Icould not devote a small portion of my time to better ad- 
vantage than to tell Taz Teura SEEKER readers of an inci- 
dent of my experience in a religious revival which happened 
quite recently. If not instructiv, it may be amusing. This 
revival took place in the winter season, as all revivals do. 
To digress a little, this has always been a puzzle to me, until 
quite recently—why God does not save souls in the summer 
as wellas in the winter? But quite recently, I think I hav 
discovered the cause. God seems to work back and forward 
in the temperate zones. We never hear of any religious 
revivals in the torrid or frigid zones. He seems to work in 
the north temperate zone in winter during the long winter 
evenings when people hav time to attend to such trifling 
matters; then, when the warm season comes on in the north 


perate, he employs his time there, and“ vice-versy." .. This 
lucid explanation may set many inquiring minds at rest. 
This bit of religious history happened in this wise. I was 
going cross-lots to one of my neighbors, while the cold west 
wind was blowing fearfully in my face, to borrow a broad- 
ax, about 2 o’clock in the afternoon. Just before getting 
to the house, a presentiment struck me“ What if 1 should 
run into one of those Methodist prayer-meetings which 
were being held at the houses in the afternoon preparing the 
people for the more important evening meetings held at the 
church? Sure enough! When I knocked at the door 
of Mr. M., the minister, Rev. Mr. J., opened the door, 


A Rejected Communication. 


Methodist prayer- meeting. Come in.” I said “I had not 
come to the prayer- meeting. I had come to borrow a broad- 
ax.” Mr. M., the neighbor, said he would attend to my 
want, and I could be excused. Not wishing to be considered 
cowardly, and being very cold, I said, ‘No, I guess I'll stay 
to the prayer. meeting; I've attended many a one.” I 
walked in and took my place by the warm stove, while the 
Rev. Mr. J. and his two evangelists that he had imported 
from Pennsylvania to help him in his soul-saving business, 
together with the family and a few neighbors who had 
gathered in, knelt down to their work. The Rev. Mr. J. 
leading in prayer, he took me in hand to the throne of grace. 
He petitioned the good Lord in his abundant mercy to eon- 
vert me from the error of my ways, and make me an instru- 
ment for doing great good in bringing souls to Christ. Each 
of the evangelists, as he prayed, took me in hand in about 
the same strain. Indeed, éach one that prayed followed suit 
in like manner. 
comfortably warm and ready for business. I had become 
interested. I was anxious to become a Christian. -I said to 
them, after thanking them for the kindly interest they had 
all manifested in my spiritual welfare, that if they would ac- 
cept of one proposition I had to make I would become a 


cause of Christianity and to the bringing of souls to Jesus. 
Rev. Mr. J. seemed quite elated, and wished to know 
what the proposition was. I said, “It is this: your Jesus 
that you worship says, if you hav faith like a grain of 
mustard.seed you can move & mountain. I won't be so 
unreasonable as to ask you to move a mountain with faith 


„Solence does | like à musterd-seed, but you may bey faith as big as a 


I hav often heard him : 
declare it was cruel to tempt the appetite to return to what| . 


deacons, who in the same church was tempted and fell 


ister spoke of his heretical idea for years after, but I com- 


temperate and the cold winters come on in the south tem- 


saying, Mr. Councilman? We are glad to see you to a 


By the time the meeting closed I had got | 


good Christisn and devote the remainder of my days to the: 


mountain, and if you'll move a mustard-seed III join the 
church to-morrow.” This created quite a commotion. 
Finally Rev. Mr. J. said, It doesn’t mean a mountain o f 
earth; it means a mountain of ain.” ‘ Well,” I said, in 
the same ‘Gonnection Jesus says, if you hav faith you can 
handle deadly serpents and they shan’t hurt you, and drink 
deadly poison and it shan't.hurt you. Maybe Jesus meant ` 
a mountain of rattlesnakes, or perhaps a mountain of strych- 
nin.” What a construction to put upon language!“ I said 
further, I would like to see either of you gentlemen let a 
rattlesnake bite youor take a doseof strychnin. You know 
either would kill you just as quick as it would me.” I can 


not in one letter relate all that was said, but by this time it 
got so hot that the Rev. Mr. J. said, “This conversation was 


not very interesting,” and demanded that the two evangelists 


who were splendid singers—sing a song. So they struck 


up one of their favorit revival hymns in a loud voice, 
which of course drowned me right out. When their song. 
pond” had run out, I was ready with this: That was a 


good song and well sung; but there was not one bit of argu- 


ment in it. Your religion is just like the institution of 


slavery—it can't stand at the bar of reason one moment.“ 
"To cut the story short, I held that fort and was the last one 


to leave that prayer-meeting. E. W. Counortman. 


"The Christ Drama Re-enacted Before Our Eyes. 
Kansas Crry, Mo., June 30, 1891. 

Mx. Eprrog: I hav been looking for something in your 

paper concerning the visit of Schweinfurth (Christ), and to- 
day I see The Illogical Christians of Kansas City." It 
would hav been better to hav said the“ | fanatics ” of Kan- 
sas City. 
While I believe Schweinfurth to be an impostor, and a 
seeker after notoriety and wealth combined, his claim is just 
as honest as Jesus Christ's was eighteen hundred years ago, 
and meets, and will still continue to meet, with opposition : 
until his enemies assassinate him as they did Jesus and all, 
other Christs. 

In regard to Schweinfurth being the Christ, or being im- 
moral, I hav this to say. Being a close neighbor of Mrs. 
Ward, 914 East Fourteenth street, and having known her 
for some time, I will state that she or Schweinfurth is a 
credit to any of the mob that made so much noise in the, 
street. in front of Mrs. Ward's residence on Fourteenth . 
street. In speaking to a friend of mine—and by the way, a 
very popular and influential man—concerning the mob, he 
said: “I looked the crowd over and failed to see a decent 
man in it. It was principally made up with red. headed ` 
women and boys.” 

I made two attempts to see the so-called Christ, but was 
thwarted by so many reporters demanding admission to 
interview him, and failed. The view the sensible Christians 
took in the matter was that if they gave him plenty of rope 
he would hang himself, which was good policy for them to 
follow: , 

Wulle I hav no use for this or any other Christ, I believe as 
long as he livs up to the laws of our country he should; hav . 
the protection of the country (see Constitution U. S.). It is 
sure truth, if they murder him in less than five hundred 
years he will hav thousands of followera, but if they Jet him 
die that will be the end of Schweinfurthism. When he left 
the city, or the mob supposed he did, they followed to the - 
depot, and the first man they saw with red whiskers having 
a woman in his charge was a signal for them to make the . 
attack, and so they did, but alas! they woke up the wrong 
man. He was a gentleman from California on a traveling 
excursion... They began to say, as they did of old, Kill 
him!” Hang him !” and some even said Crucify him l i 
and all such things, and began to even press him sore; and 
the aforesaid red-headed traveler got his hand to his hip 
pocket and pulled forth his 44 caliber revolver and demanded 
them to stand back, and informed them that he would 
instruct his forefinger to proceed at once to the execution of 
the whole mob—“ as this is the way we do things of this 
kind in California where I liv.” So they began to smell a 
large rat and at once proceeded to their homes, having lost 
sight of their Jesus. 'There was somewhat of a similarity to 
the multitude of old, as they cried out, Crucify him! 
Crucify him!” And so the world moves on, and we hope 
Freethought and science will finally drive Christ and the 
preacher both out. 0. B. Fox. 


Plain Words to a Cardinal. 
NEWARK, July 4, 1891.. 

: Mz. EprroR: Cardinal Gibbons's pastoral letter calling 
attention to the allocution of Pope Leo on the unveiling of a ` 
monument in Rome to the memory of Bruno, was read to 
the pope’s subjects in all the Catholic churches in America. 
He says those impious men who hav abused liberty by rais- 
ing a statue to Bruno hav done so not to honor Bruno, but.. 
to insult the pope, He denounces Bruno as an apostate ` : 
monk, who did not believe in the divinity of Christ, and ` 
who was a wild theorizer, a shameless writer, and an unbe- 
liever. in God, and who has slept in an obscure grave for : 
three centuries. $ 

Yes, Cardinal Gibbons, his body has been lying in a grave . 
where papist murderers consigned it, and Freethinkers hav 
built him a monument in that Unholy City where he was 
murdered, and where so many martyrs hav perished by the 
rack, stake, and sword. Your pop'sh cruelties lasted many 
centuries, and you and your unholy bigots feel alarmed at 
the erection of the great man’s statue, erected near where . 
he was burnt. Don’t be afraid, Mr. Cardinal; that is not 
the only monument that will be raised in Rome. It is the 
intention to raise a monument to every martyr who has 
been slain by your murdering crew. The next one will be 
raised in Bologna, where Monsignor Bediniryo entered as a 


Spy in the year 1949, and was instrumental in sacrificing. ; 
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many lives;, where Hugo Bassi, the patriotic priest, was | 


skinned alive and then shot before his widowed. mother’s. 

Yes, Mr. Cardinal, heir to a throne, Hugo Bassi’s |.’ 
monument will be built on the spot where he was murdered,’ Wi. 
as sure as the great god of Nature is omnipotent and isthe f ^ ^" 


house. 


father of the pagan, Jéw, Mohammedan, ánd Christian. 
You need not be afraid of their ghosts. 
tellany tales. They are as harmless as your masses which 
are supposed to fumigate and purify fools’ souls. 
gent people’s souls want no fixing, and if they do they hav 
sense enough to do it themselvs. As for me, I don’t want 
any blessing from man-Gods. Nature is my guide, my god, 
and my helper, who brought me in this world and who, in 
time, I am sure, will return me to Mother Earth, consecrated 


by Nature's god before popish Antichrists or pagan wooden | 


gods were ever made on this earth. Now, in conclusion, 
Mr. Cardinal, don’t call these patriotic men who erected the 
monument to Bruno fanatics, for those men hav cast away 
your. popish, narrow, contracted superstitions. 
church is too old to teach wisdom or knowledge. Your 
god is a sectarian, and sits in a palace at Rome. He repre- 
sents Christ. He is called the vicar of Christ. And you are 
heir to the same. J cannot see there is any resemblance to 
Christ. One was barefoot; no home, no money. He was a 
circumcised Jew. Your pope is a Christian. You are 
bona fide uncircumcised Jews, and nothing else. 
yourselvs Christians when you worship Christ, the son of a 
carpenter? His mother you assert for a fact was the mother 
of God. Impossible for a creature of nature to be the 
mother of nature. And because Bruno doubted this fable— 
that was of pagan origin long before this world was cursed 
with politicians called popes or vicars—you burnt this wise 
and good man. And because we honor and cherish this 
martyr, you fellows with handles and titles to your names 


whine and cry like children, because reason has dethroned} - 


superstition. No use whining, cardinal. . We are marching 
on, and will continue to march on, to storm your hell, that 
is paved with infant skulls, as your Christian fanatics hav 
asserted, and your heaven that is filled with. murderers, 
thieves, harlots, and libertins. We do not intend to stop 
until we hav captured both of those places. The heaven is 
the top story of the tenement and hell is in the basement. I 
think Old Nick is pretty tired burning souls that popes hav 
damned. Respectfully, W. W. Morzis. 


«A Sulphurous Lecture.” 
PHILADELPHIA, June 22, 1891. 


Mz. Eprror : It may be of interest to the readers of the 


grand old TRUTR BERKER to read a short report of Mr. 
Watte's lectures with us yesterday as per announcement. It 
give me very great pleasure to state that the lectures were a 


grand success notwithstanding the very inclement weather. 


The rain poured down in torrents until within one hour of 
the afternoon lecture, thereby preventing people that lived a 
long distance coming. Still, we had a very much larger 
audience than I expected, and the evening audience was all 
that could be desired, as Old Sol stopped weeping awhile to 
giv the people a chance to come and hear this sulphurous 
lecture,” as it was described to me by some Christian friend. 
The title of Mr. Watts’s discourse in the afternoon was, 


* The Land, the People, and the Coming Struggle,” and 


judging from the frequent applause the lectüre was highly 
appreciated. In fact, he brought down the house as he 
dealt his sledge-hammer blows against land monopoly and 
class legislation. I may say the Single Taxers were in their 
glory hearing their views expounded by such an able orator. 
The subject of Mr. Watte’s discourse for the evening was, 
„Religion Without Theology," which in my opinion was a 
master-piece, for he held his large audience spell-bound 
listening to the scathing impeachment of orthodoxy. He 
very forcibly showed the advantage of natural religion to 


supernatural religion so that a child could understand it. 


The lecturer said that the former adopted all the good that 
was in all religions, and only rejected the error. 
religion, said he, taught us to be good not for a reward after 
death, but for the reward that may follow here and now, 
while supernaturalism was built on fear (and allow me to 
add, on selfishness also). I must confess that I was some- 
what perplexed to know how the lecturer was going to make 


out his case ; but, like a shrewd, able lawyer, he accomplished: 


it to the entire satisfaction of his audience, judging from the 
tremendous applause he received during the lecture. There 


was only one exception that I could not indorse, and that is, 


the lecturer said that natural religion adopted all that was 
good in supernatural religion. Now, I positivly deny that 
there is one lota of good in supernatura! religion, for, as the 
lecturer showed himself, we can hav no conception of the 
goodness of that which we hav no idea of. Therefore, all 
the good that is alleged in supernatural religion is purely 
natural. Before] close I must not omit to mention that we 
had the pleasure of listening to a splendid dramatic recital 
by Mrs. Chas. Watts previous to the evening lecture, which 
was well received. At the close of the meeting the president 
presented her with a splendid bouquet, with a few appropri- 
ate remarks, assuring her that it was a gift from the admir- 
ing members of the League. We were pleased to see Mrs. 

and Mr. Watts looking so well. There was criticism at the 
close of both lectures. But I was busy counting the collec- 
tions—or filthy lucre, as Christians call it, and which 


they are so eager to grasp that they hav not the common. 


honesty to pay their own tax, but rely on Freethinkers to 
pay it for them. I allude now to their God-houses being ex- 
empt from taxation. So that I could not tell the gist of the 
remarks made by the critics. Iam pleased to learn that 
Mr. Watts has lecture engagements in his nativ country, and 
hope that he will hav a pleasant journey and a safe return 
to do a good deal more missionary work in these United 
States. For without flattery, and without disparagement to 


Dead men never | 


Intelli- | 


Tour 


Why call 


Natural 


other lecturers in the field, I regard him as the best expounder. 
-of e that it has ‘been my privilege to hear. 
GEORGE LONGFORD, 


A Defest in Christian Charity. 
- Freprrioron, N. B., June 13, 1891. 
Mn. "Eprron : The priest, F. Devine, of Bt. John, N. B., 
chronicles in the following pathetic poem a circumstance 
which is unhappily not too rare in our land of boasted 


-civilization and Christian philanthropy ; and which actually 
took place in one of the northern counties of our province. 
‘Wher ministers, followers of the meek and lowly. savior,” 


turn their backs on the erring and unfortunate, and forbid 
their flock-to shelter them, it does not take long to make up 
our minds ‘that Christianity is not the unmixed blessing that 


preachers and professors of religion would hav us think 


it to be. 
The Honorable Judge Wetmore, of the New Brunswick 


Supreme court, in addressing the grand jury referred to-the 
The poor girl had been grossly imposed | 


matter as follows : 
upon, and had no friends to look after her, was an outcast 


from society, and the hand of humanity was refused her: 


in her bereavement. Her circumstances must hav been 
known to the community, and ‘she should not hav been left 
to die like a dog. She had been unpardonably overlooked, 
neglected, exposed to the weather and the scorn of mankind, 


treated as no human being should be treated ina civilized | 
country, and I hav been informed her clergyman even turned : 


his back upon her: in her sad hour of need and forbade 
others to shelter her. I think it was the peculiar businees 
of the overseers of the poor to hav-cared for her, and they 
hav been n derelict ‘in the discharge of their duty.” 
MARTIN BUTLER. 


THEY TURNED HER OUT IN THE STREET. j 


They turned her out in the street at night ,— 
They turned her out in the street! 
Her sorrow was heavy, her garments light,— 
In form a woman, in years achild, 
Her weeping eyes were large and wild, Lt 
For her hopes were ruined, her love beguiled,. i 
As they turned her out in the street. . 


Without a friend, without a home, 

They turned her out in the street; 
Sick and naked the town to roam, 

They turned her out in the street. 

The pane was frozen, the mercury low, 

Wildly drifted the wintry snow, 

As they slammed the door and bade her go, 
And turned her out in the street. 


In a country cottage a mother prayed, 
: Her spirit broken, her heart dismayed, 
That God would cherish her hope and pride, 
Her only support (she had none beside), 
And homeward to mother her steps would guide, 
As they turned her out in the street. 


And peeping out from the drifted pile, 
Was a woman's face with a heavenly smile, 
A face so sad, a form so bare, 

The cold snow matted in her hair, 
And her prayerful eyes in a vacant stare, 
Where they turned her out in the street. 


And beside the mother and near the wall, 

: Where they turned her out in the atreet, 
Wrapped in an old and tattered shawl, 

Where they turned her out in the street, 
Like a spotless angel in disguise, . 
Was a little baby, a doll in size, 
With its first tears frozen in its eyes 

Where they turned her out in the street, 


Now It Is Truth in History That Is Wanted. 
MARQUETTE, Kax., July 1, 1891. 

: Mx. Eprron: I hav just been entertained by 8 book agent, 
which fact needs no elaboration of explanation to giv the full 
impression of all its importance in all its bearings, but out of 
it has grown a suggestion which seems to me not improper 
nor totally worthless to present to Taz TRUTH ÑEEKER. 

You ate aware, Mr. Editor, that human convictions depend 
almost entirely upon our educational sources of information, 
and reasoning from this fact we can arrive at no other con- 
clusion than that those educational sources are as much at 


variance with each other as the different positions of thought 


upon every conceivable subject among individuals and socie- 
ties, and, to a certain sense, in governments. I desire now 
more particularly to refer to historical information, with 
reference to which I am about to make a suggestion. It 
may appear frightful at the start, the suggestion or insinua- 
tion that history may and does convey wrong and even false 
impressions, but this is nevertheless a fact, and that too in 
the very teeth of every historian’s most solemn declarations 


that he has been guided only by a sincere desire to portray 


the truth. I will giv but a single instance, amply sufficient 
to explain and justify what I say and suggest. 

There is a certain condensed history of the world in which 
these words occur relativ to Napoleon Bonaparte: He 


divorced Josephine in order that he might marry Maria 


Louise.” With not one word to explain the act either to 
justify or condemn—no motiv set forth, no prelude of policy, 
no following of unexampled generosity that bespoke a heart 
not wholly dead under ambition's curse—but alone in its bald 
brutality. A vindictiv author has by this means endeavored 
to brand with infamy the memory of the speechless dead. 
However bad Napoleon Bonaparte may hav been, how good 
shall we regard Constantine when we compare the disposal 
of Josephine with that of Fausta? And how shall we rever. 
ence the Christian account of both?—the one so near to 
Christ, the other so near to Satan, their acts so infinity 
inverse? And now, Mr. Editor, comes my suggestion : 

There are many readers of Tag TRUTH NESKEK who read 


Secretary Friendship Liberal ene i 


survive. 


to get truth, but they hav learned that authors will: not, nay, 
cannot write without giving color of their own bias and preju- 
dices to every event they record. Under those circumstances 
they must choose the writings of the fairest authors in pairs 
at least, so that they can judge for themselvs between the 
prejudices that make and perpetuate the differences of opin- 


ion that manifest themselvs in friendly debates in social 


quarrels, and even in national wars. 

But how shall we be able to ‘select, these 1 
to obtain that conservativ wisdom, which .once: established 
would go far toward the temporal salvation of mankind? 
I will tell you. Hav some one of your able writers who is 
competent for the task giv us a series of articles in THE 
TRUTH SREKER in which will be fully shown up, or ás much 
80 a8 would be admissible, the. peraonal prejudices of every 
important historian, giving, perhaps, one or more illustrations 
from each. I would myself giv five times the cost of such 
information in pamphlet form if I could get it, as I am now 
trying to decide between George Rawlinson’s seven volumes 
of ancient history, etc., and some other Work. Such a 
pamphlet would sell to every reader. Christians would buy 
itto enable them to steer clear of everything tainted with 
Infidelity, snd Infidels would buy it to enable them to select 
the best Christian authorities. Will you not giv us something 
of the kind? : Respectfully, C. Purnam: 


Many Topics. NE ' 
LEXINGTON, KYT., June 25, 1891. 

Mr. prog; How noble is Mr. Ballou's defense of 
Anarchy, reminding us of the fact that the man who is gov- 
erned is not a free agent; no individual is responsible for his 
actions but the one who does as he pleases. The “ con- 
sensus of the competent” no doubt suppose that they alone 
are right; all others must be cajoled or driven into the: 'path 
of duty. 

But the majority of our race are yet savage. Their 
greedy emotions and love of present enjoyment extinguish 


feelings which are truly noble and patriotic. 


"Each successiv time when society rises to the grandeur of 
civilization the masses are trampled low by the powerful. 
Luxury is yet an unsubdued dragon. Destructiv elements 
and diseases are also crushing. And millions sink into 
graves of misery, penury—into pitiless oblivion... A few 
Then what a grand civilization it is, when the 
only successful teachers of the Golden Rule were Wat 
Tyler and Cromwell, who placed a rope round a man’s neck 
before they attempted to giv him a lesson on gentleness and 
the peace of heaven. ? 

Let capitalists, tyrants, any other pack of human’ wolves, 


| take notice: this is their alternativ—these bad boys in the. 


apple-tree; tufts of grass will be thrown at such miscreants, ` 
and if these are not effectiv more convincing arguments are 
within reach. ` 
And thus are men taught the beauty of justice, good 
sense, and politeness. ; 
The present race of men will fade away, only a few lonely. 


| tombs will be precious, where in holy silence lie the hearts, 


of Socrates and Wilberforce and the rest like them. 2 
They say that the reservation of land for worthy citizens’ 
is “ touching capitalists in a tender place.” It must be that: 
no one feels acutely but them. The very idea of decency is 
a “stunner ” to some people. : 
But I think that the mass of the people can be trusted to 
civilize the world. Sometimes the flood- gates of their wrath 
are opened, and a burst of fury cleanses society till it is 
pure again. 
Eschylus in his ** Prometheus " loves to press the universe: 
to his torn and bleeding heart. There are such individuals. 


.| Their powers of acute perception benefit the world more- 


than crowns and bushels of Christian diamonds— Christian 
virtues which grow more brutal every day. 

Anarchy need not be violent. There are thousands who 
prefer good to evil. They are not tempted to sin. Their 
strength will be evident to all when the reins of “a good 
example” fall into their hands, and the worn-out slaves of 
luxury are prostrate on the earth. They will fall with their 
gold, by their own weight. : 

Mr. Browning hints that Alcestis was bappler than the: 
one she died for. 

Uccle Toby thought the world was wide enough for all,’ 
even the most lowly organization. 

Jf the mission of Christians has failed to bring goodness’ 
and happiness to the world, let others profit by their seinan, 
example and choose a better way. d 

Nothing prospers, in the world of matter or thought, 
without some powerful incentiv, a kind of heaven in the- 
future, which will reward pain and trouble. What has the 
wretch to hope for, who toils all day for a crust and dingy 
hut, without comforts, sweet flowers, good schools, and 
lovely teachers for his children? The humblest child pants 
for a sweet smile, a cheerful grain of information, and noth- 
ing is more desolate to the poor than a call from a Christian, 
who is meddlesome and rude, harrowing up the mind, whose 
great anxiety is toearn an humble living. Christians destroy. 
the dignity of the laborer’s mind and hasten his downfall. 

Is the mind of the world pfogressiv and hastening toward: 
that glorious goal, mental and moral, indicated by the noble. 
expressions of such men as Dionysius of Halicarnassus ?: 
He says, Eschylus had a just conception of what consti-, 
tutes the dignity of human nature.” Do moderns aspire to 
any such perfection? No, the greatest man now is the one 
who can snatch or steal the most millions. Luxury is the 
cobra, the viper, who has done this, for sweet nature's atoms. 
are not completely blind. In them are firmly planted the 
roots of thought. They cling to the truest uses of life. 
They are able with supernal knowledge to seek and recog- 
nize their friends, giving them a hearty welcome. i 
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Children’s ferner 


Hdited by Misa Busan H. Wixom, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
Ais Corner should be sent. 


„Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


Retribution. 


Au old black crow sat on a tree, 

Where staid a bird’s nest cosily ; 

Four little eggs were in the nest, 

By a mother’s love warmed and blest. 
At noon, the mother hied away 

For & drink in heat of day. 

Down hopped the crow, “ Now for a lunch, 

And in this egg I'llmake a punch!“ 

So saying, he quickly dispatched 

The four blue eggs meant to be hatched, 

Now it turned out and chanced to be, 

That two king-birds this act did see. 
“We'll ix him! We'll fix him! 

For these oggs he shall dearly pay.” 

At him they flew with sharpened bill, 

And pecked his face and eyes, until 

Blood flowed free, and the crow fell down 

In & meadow outside the town. 

The king-birds then pecked from his head 

The featbers, till 'twas raw aud red; 

They pulled the plumage from his back, 

Till wings and bones did fairly crack, 

And that poor crow you would not know, 

As to the forest, weak and slow, 

He went his way, pursued by those 

Two unrelenting, vengeful foes. 

A blind and bloody crow was he, 

All racked with pain and agony, 

When weak he reached the wooded shade, 

Beyond the meadow and the glade, 

And there resolved he never would 

Steal eggs again, for fun or food. 


May you to heart this moral take, 
And keep it there for your own sake: 
Who wrongs his neighbor or his friend, 
Must surely suffer in the end. 
8. H. W. 


— — — er 
Biographical Sketches of Ancient 
and Modern Poets, 
II.—SrRNSRR. 

Edmund Spenser, one of the popular poets 
during Queen Elizabeth’s reign, was born in 
London in the year 1553. Some claim that 
he was of good family connections, that is to 
say wealthy, but the popular opinion is that 
he was very poor. A certain poet, by the 
name of Ben Jonson, writing to a friend 
claims that he died for lack of bread." 
But we will speak more of that later on. 
The most popular poem that he ever wrote is 
„The Faerie Queen.” Taine, in speaking of 
jt, declares it to be a masterpiece of art. It 
is filled with gods, fairies, etc. In one of 
his poems he bewails the death of a dear 
friend, Sir Philip Siduey, as ** Astrophel.” 
You will notice that he writes something in 
the style of Chaucer. 

The goda, which all things see, this same be- 


e 
And pitying this paire of lovers trew, 
Transformed them there, lying on the field, 
Into one flower, which is red and blew ; 


It first grows red, and then to blew does 


fade, 

Like Astrophel, which thereinto was made. 

Spenser was a great lover of nature, as his 
writing plainly shows. He did marry, but 
his wife’s name died with her. Not an un- 
common thing, especially in those days when 
women were only valued as companions of 
men, but it is to be hoped that we will out- 
grow that superstition with the others. 

It seems that he had trouble also. History 
givs us a pathetic account of his house being 
burnt to the ground during a rebellion. 
Spenser and his wife escaped, but their 
youngest child was burnt to death. It is 
thought that this hastened his death, for 
he died shortly afterward, on January 15, 
1599. It is not taken for granted that Jonson 
was right, but it seems probable, since Jonson 
was 80 well informed. So, according to his 
word, he was buried in Westminster Abbey, 
beside Chaucer, at the expense of the earl of 
Essex. IDA A. BALLOU. 


What the Little Ones Are Saying. 

A minister’s little daughter, who had been 
to church for the first time and heard her 
father preach, was questioned by him on 
reaching home as to how she liked his ser- 
mon. There was an embarrassed silence. 
Then the little maid, tired out with the long 
strain of ‘‘being good,” and yet anxious not to 
offend in any wise, made ‘answer, with a long. 
drawn breath of patient resignation : 

“You preached awful long, papa, but I 
beared it." 


„Now, mamma, I —” 
Thus the child began, and was stopped 
short by her mother. 


to begin with Now.’ 


** Lottie, how many times I've told you not 
It is ‘Now, mamma,’ 
Now, I can’t,’ ‘Now, I will; Now some- 
thing or other continually. Don’t say it 
again! The very first time you do I will 
send you to stand fifteen minutes in the 
corner.” : 

Little Lottie knew full well the terrors of 
that punishment. What an eternity it seemed 
to her to stand that length of time with her 
face to the wall, not allowed to turn around 
or speak til told that the time was out, for 
always after about three minutes she felt 
sure that the fifteen minutes must be passed, 
and that she, forgotten, must stand there 
always! So cautious Lottie retreated with 
her doll out of mamma’s hearing, and it being 
already late in the day escaped condemnation. 

When the little nightgown had been donned 
and mamma said tenderly, ‘‘ Now, darling, 
say your little prayer,” Lottie failed to notice 
how the catcher had been caught on the 
„Now,“ but answered: 

** can’t—I mustn't.” 

“Lottie! Why not?“ 

„Cause if I say my — I lay me’ I must 
stand in the corner." 

— $4 ——— 
The Danger from Scarlet Fever. 

In scarlet fever and diphtheria the period 
of incubation is brief, a few days only, and 
during this period there is no contagion. 
It is very important to know that in scarlet 
fever the period of greatest danger is after 
the dissppearance of the fever, the period of 
det quamation or peeling. From ignorance 
of this fact many lives hav been lost. Per- 
sons hav gone into society before the peeling 
was completed, and, almost of course, hav 
communicated the disease. The fact is that 
every particles of the scales contains thou- 
sands of microbes.— Youth's Companion. 


send their best regards. 


and friends of the Corner, I remain, 
Yours for reason and morality, .. 
Orro WETTSTEIN, JR. 


sentiments as above. O.to is the worthy son 
of worthy parents, and we hope to hear 
from him often.—Ep. C. C.] 


Burraro, N. Y., July 1, 1891. 

To Miss WixoN AND THE CORNERITES: 
I hav often thought. of addressing you 
through the columns of the Corner if its editor 
was willing. And to-day it is. so quiet and 
cool that I feel inspired“ to put my 
theory into practice. And then, too, re- 
membering the old adage, ' Put not off till 
to-morrow what ought to be done to-day,” I 
concluded to profi: by it. Still, when one 
really wants to do anything he very seldom 
** puts off till to-morrow,” unless it is inev- 
itable that he should do so. 

But 80 much for that. I did not intend to 
hav that for my subject or dweil upon it. 

There are ] 
who are valiant fighting with: that mighty 
weapon, the pen, for woman's rights,” and 
others for the rights of the individual," and 
others for—but why continue? f 

We all know that the human race is 
into about three classes : 

The valiant and energetic race, 

The indifferent race, and 

The ignorant race. uy 

But, think, we will all.come to one 


race, and the most important one of 
all, that is rather neglected. There 
seem to be only a few who really advocate 
** children’s rights” at all. And I say, it is 
too bad. Even at our mother's knee, where 
we are supposed to receive the: blessed edu- 
cation that will enable us to fight our way 
through the world, we are told a pack of lies 
15 would successfully rival the ‘‘ champion 
iar !” 
the truth, we are brought face to face with 
the fact that the loving and gentle mother 
has not only deceived us, but willfully lied! 
That is the first lesson. On, it is no wonder 
that the sensitiv hearts of children are. hurt, 
and that they shrink from confiding to the 
mother, for fear of censure! I:do not blame 
the mother so much, for she was treated the 
same in her childhood, and has come to look 


Correspondence. 


Cameron, Mo.. June 28, 1891. 

Dear Susan: I thought I would write you 
a letter for fear you and the Cornerites had 
forgotten there was such a girl as I. Iam 
twelve years old, and liv in the country, five 
miles from Cameron. Cameron is a city 
which has eight thousand inhabitants. It 
has no Liberal hall, but there are many 
wealthy Liberals in Cameron. This spring 
Mr. Remsburg, Sr., offered to lecture if they 
could raise the money. I wish they would 
hav procured his services and that they would 
get a Liberal hall. If I were a mau. I would 
strive my best to hav a lecture, and not only 
a lecture, but a hall where the people could 
hav all the lectures they wanted. As you 
said that we would probably hav to wait till 
the young folks grow up before we can get a 
young folk’s paper, I hope they will com- 
mence and grow fast. I will hav to close, as 
my letter is getting Jong. I will close, wish- 
ing you great success. 

Your Liberal friend, Mary LrykRdOOD. 


[There is certainly a good time coming 
by and by, when girls like Mary are grown 
to womanhood. Just wait and see.—Ep. 
C. C. 


ow impatient at their stupidity, when hear- 
E: them exclaim, in regard to wayward 
dren who bring the early gray. hairs in 
their parents’ heads, Why, these. children 
must hav been born wicked! I cannot think 
how they could hav gone astray. Their 
parents are both very kind.?“ 
I will answer them in the earnest words of 
Mrs. Browning: 


Do you question the young children in their 
sorrow, 
Why their tears are falling so? 
The old man may weep for his to-morrow, 
Which was lost in Long Ago— l 
The old tree is leafiess in the forest— 
The old year is ending with the frost— 
The old wound, if stricken, is the sorest— 
The old hope is hardest to be lost ; 
But the young, young children, oh my 
brothers, . : 
. Do you ask them why they stand 
Weeping sore before the bosoms of their 
mothers, 
In our happy fatherland ? 


But the dawn of deliverance" is at hand. 
People are beginning to question the idea 
that they had taken as an undisputed truth. 
Freedom is gradually working her way up: 
ward, and casting aside the old worn-out gar- 
ment of servitude. : : 

Her open eyes desire the truth, 
and she shall hav it! No matter how obnox- 
ious truth is to our old-fashioned ideas of 
morality, we must accept the facts as inevi- 
table. And as was said of old, 
The little chíld shall lead them. 
For 


The child's sob in the silence curses deeper 
Than the strong man in his wrath. 


Ever your friend, Ina A. BALLOU. 


RooBRLTRñ, ILL., June 27, 1891. 

Miss Wrxon, Dear Friend: Your most in- 
teresting Corner has not heard from me for 
over five years, but as regular as the week 
comes around hav I heard from the 
Cornerites. 

I enjoy hearing the young advocates of our 
cause 8peak their opinions publicly, and I 
look forward to a day when we will find the 
world much wiser than to.day, for the world 
is producing too many great minds to con- 
tinue longer in its old religious ideas. 

Then we can say that our fathers were 
among the first to learn the truth, and I freely 
say that I think it to be the truth. 

What we as young Freethinkers should 
now strive for, is that we travel the correct 
road as moral men and moral women, that in 
a later day it may be said of us, It must be 
80, for thou reasonest well." 

I was very glad to see the introduction of 
the Young Men's Freethought Temperance 
Society, and immediately took the pledge and 
became & member of the same. 

I hope every member of the society will 
endeavor to make it a success and aid others 
jn becoming moral men and true women, 
and soon the church will be compelled to ad- 
mít that Christianity is not necessary for 
morality. 

May every young man in our ranks take 
the pledge and become an activ member of 
the society. 

Since my birth liquors hav always been 
within my reach, and I hav had the oppor- 
tunity to drink if I wished, but since 1 hav 
been old enough to see the effects of alcohol, 
I hav not tasted it, and now, being sixteen 
years of age, I can truthfully say that I do 
not drink, chew, 8moke, or swear, and I am 
proud of it. 

Having about finished the high school of 
this city, I intend in the fall to enter business 
college in Chicago, after which I may 
become some day the proprietor of the which the above works form the first two num- 


opular ** Rochelle Jewel tore," with the be: 
P uo name as its prosent ener wi cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 


Well, I am afraid I hav already taken up ipo "tho prige of each ist B0 cents Poote ar neod; 


LIFE AND CAREER 


Charles Bradlaugh 


George Jacob Holyoake. 


Eve 


ary Freethinker wants this Life of the Great 
Englis 


Secularist, by the Father of Secularism. 
Price, 15 cents, Ten copies, $1. 


Address this Office. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE. 


I. Evouurion, ANTIQUITY, BAOTEBIA, Ero. 
William Durham, F. R. S. E. 
II. ASTRONOMY, Sun, Moon, STARS, Ero. By Will- 


iam Durham, F. R. S. 


much space and time. Mother and father 


Will close. With best wishes to yourself 


[We may be sure the good cause is pro- 
gressing when the Corner is graced by such 


| mechanism, no washing, no 


people, and lots of them, too, 


divided |. . 


unanimous conclusion, that. there is one 


Then when we grow older and know | 


By 


These handy series of volumes on science —of 
rg, others to follow—are written in a way that 
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? Is Your Time Worth Something ? 
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THE EXPRESS DUPLICATOR. 

10—150 copies from any original writ ng. No 

i trouble. Simplest 

and best duplicating device. Note size $4.50; cap 
Size $7 50. 


Headquarters for Manifolding Apparatus, 
O. BENSINGER anp OO, 


807 Dey Street, Now York. 
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What Would Follow 
. THE Í : 
Effacement of ChristianitvP 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. i 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 
Address TRE TrRoTH SEExER. 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within th 
next three months. - : 


Friends will please send stamp for cironlars and 
WHY. 


NA DRAK® SLENKER, 
ELMI Bnowville, Va. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curlpg the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


A FARM FOR SALE. 


24 ACRES, 


Beautifully located. 85 miles from New York on 
New Jersey Central R R. Rich soil. Owner re- 


tiring. Price reasonable. WH ITE, 
Af 


OBB ; 
Care of THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT . 
Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
12x15inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid, 


for cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Evolution Series. 


upon the falsehoods as necessary. But I| 


. —0— , 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 


S Cd ipn Aired, Bassett Wallace: by Edward D. 
D.; wi ortrait. 

No. 3. —frnet Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake- 

man ; with portrait. 


Price, 10 Cents each, 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, As a 
sionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 

the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Ohurch and Morality; Ori tatistios, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Ohurch and Civilization; the 
Qhurch and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the, 
Antislavery efor ; the opens Righta 

nt; the Temperance orm; 
Church and the Republic. j Ae 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 


Vices Sanctioned by Soriptare + Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Oruelty to Animals; 
uman Sacrifices; Oannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy i Intemperanoe ; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work .ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Bori tures and the Sabbath; fizemination of 

un ‘uments ; 0 ristian Bab- 
bath; "Testimony of the Ohristian Fathers: The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Paritan 
Sabbath ; Testimony of Ohristian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the story 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin. 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Ohoive extracts from Common Sense,” 
“ American Orisis,” **Righisof Man,” and “Age 
of Reason are given; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more 


an one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and erica, Many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 


cloth, 75 cents. 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliever ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
Scents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 ots. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers! 4 1884. "Price, 


Fathers of Our Republic, Paine, Jef- 
ferson Washington ranklin. A lecture de- 
livered before the Tenth Annual Congress of 
the American Secular Union, in Chickering 
Hall, New York, November 18, 1886. 15 cent, 
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Christ of Paul ; or, the. Enigmas 6. 
Christianity. 
Frauds of the Churchmen of the Second Sena 
Exposed. . 
By GEORGE REBER. 


12mo, 400pp., RA i 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History. 
By Winwoop READE. 
Sixth edition, 544pp., - . - 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS. 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


ETHICS OF POSITIVISM. 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy nt the Present Century. 


By Giacomo BARZELLOTTI, 
Prof. of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, Florence. 


Price, $1.50. 
OLD FAITH AND. THE NEW. 


A Confession. 
By DAVID FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 
Price, . ee 2 R 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 


Important Information for All, and Danish 
Cure.” With Portrait. 


By Mur. W. SCHOTT. Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. BARING-GOULD. 


Will be seized with avidity by all stuđents of the 
Bible.—(Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FRorHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER. 
s l Price, $1. , : 


Price, 52. 


$1.15. 


419pp., $1.50. 


$1.50. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 


And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 
446pp -> - =. = 


The Contrast: Evang-licatism and 
Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses HULL. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMOR TALITY 
AND OTHER PAPERS. 
‘Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality 
~ By JOSIE OPPENHEIM. Price, 75 cents. 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 
By Kersey GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymus, and Recitations. 


For Organizing Societies ; for Marriages, Funer- 
als, Naming of Infants, Obituaries, Epi- 
taphe, etc, Also 525 Liberal and 
Spiritualistic Hymns for 
Sooial and Various i 

Publio Occasions. 


18mo, 550 pp. Price, 75 cents. 
—— — KU— —— 


Price, $1. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 


By W. HOGAN. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 15 cents. 


Shelley: : Philosopher and Reformer. 


By C. SOTHERAN. . 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Tithograph of D. M. Bennett 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts. 


‘Lithograph of Bennett Monument. 
i In 4 colors, 22x28. . Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCHARD. 


Paper, - - - 40 cenis. 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 


WITH : 
Theological Amendment and State Personality. 
] By Jos. E. PECK. 

Priee, . 7 z z 


25 cents. 


Bor all of the above books address 
^ THE THUTH SEEKER 
38 Lafayette Pl., Res Törz. 
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No. 3. Physics and Politics. 


. No. 35. Oriental Religions. 


No. 43. 


HUMBOLDT “TRARY 


POPULAR SCIENCE. 


No. 1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. 
A series of familiar essays on astronom- - 
ical and other natural phenomena. By 
Richard A. Proctor, F. R. A. S. 


No. 2. Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, 
' lee and Glaciers. (19 illustrations). By 
John Tyndall, F. R. S. 


An application 
of the principles of Natural Seience to 
Political Society. By Walter Bagehot, 
author of ** The English Constitution.” 


No. 4. Man's Placein Nature, (with numerous 
illustrations). By. Thomas H. Huxley, 


F.R.S. 


No. 5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, 
Physical. By Herbert Spencer. 


No. 6. Town Geology. With Appendix on 
Coral and Coral Reefs. By Rev. Charles 


and 


Kingsley, 

No, 7. The Conservation of Energy, (with 
numerous illustrations). By Balfour Stew- 
art, LL.D. 


No. 8. The Study of Languages, bronght back 
to its true principles. By C. Marcel, 


No. 9. The Data ofEthics. By HebertSpencer. 


No. 10. The Theory of Sound in its Relation 
to Music, (numerous illustrations), By 
Prof, Pietro Blaserna. 


No. 1 E The Naturalist on the River Ama: 
12 


zons, A record of 11 years of travel. 
No By Henry Walter Bates, F.L.S. (Nol 
sold separately). 
No. 13. Mind and Body. The theories o? their 
relations. By Alex. Bain, LL.D. 


No. 14. The Wonders of the Heavens, (thirty- 
two illustrations). By Camille Flammarion. 


No. 15. Lou gevity. The means of prolonging 
lite after middle age. By John Gardner, 


The Origin of Species. 
Huxley, F. R. S. 


No. 16. By Thomas H. 


No. 17. 


No. 18. Lessons in Electricity, (sixty illustra- 
tions). ' By John Tyndall, F.R.S. 


No. 19. Familiar Essays on Scientific Sub- 
jects. By Richard A. Proctor. 


The Romance-of Astronomy. 
Kalley Miller, M.A. 


No. 21. The Physical Basis of Life, with other 
essays. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 


No. 22. Seeing and Thinking. By William 
ES Kingdon Clifford, F.R.8. e $ 


Ne. 23. Scientific Sophisms. A review of cur- 
rent theories concerning. Atoms, Apes 
and Men. By Samuel Wainwright, D.D. 

I, pu. ar Sei aub ve Leciures, (iust 
ted). By Prof. H. Helmlioltz. 


'No. 20. By R. 


No. 24. 


No. 25. The Origin of Nations. Dy Prof. Geo 


Rawlinson, Cxford University. 


No. 20. Tho Evolutionist at Large. By Grant 
en. 


No. 27. The Histery of Landho ding in Eng 
laud. Ly Joseph Fisher, F. R. H. S. 


No. 28. Fashion in Deformity, as innstrated 
in the customs of Barbarous and Civil- 
ized Races. (numerous illustrations). By 
William Henry Flower, F. R. S. 


: No. 29. Facts and Fictions of Zoolegy, (nu 


merous illustrations). By Andrew Wilson, 
Ph.D. 


No. ¢ By Richard Chenevix Trench. 


No. 32. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. 
By Richard A. Proctor. 


No. 31. The Study of Words. 
31 


Grant 


No. 33. Vignéttes from Nature. By 
Allen. 

No. 34. The Philosophy of Style. By Herbert 
Spencer. 


By John Caird, 
Pres: Univ.-Glasgow, and Others. 


No. 36. Lectures on Evolution.  (Iustrated). 
By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
No. 37. Six Lectures on Light. 
By Prof. John Tyndall. 
No. 38.) Geological Sketches. 
No. 39. Geikie, F.R.S. 


No. 40. The Evidence of Organic Evolution. 
3 By George J. Romanes, F.R.S. 


No. 41. 


(Illustrated). 


By Archibald 


Current Discussions in Science. By 
W. M. Williams, F.C.S. 


No.49 History of the Science of Politics. 
By Frederick Pollock. 


Darwin and Humboldt, By Prof. 
Huxley, Prof. Agassiz, and others. 


No. 44.) The Dawn of History. By C. F. Keary, 
No. 46. of the British Muscum. 


No. 46. The Diseases of Memory. By Th. 
Ribot. Translated from the French by 


J. Fitzgerald, M.A. 


The Childhood of Religion. By 
Edward Clodd, F. R. A. S. 


uien Nature. (Illustrated). By James 


n. 


No. 47. 
No. 48. 


The Sun; its Constitution, its Phenomena, 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Colümbus, Ind. 


No. 50. J Money and the Mechanism of Ex- 
No. 51. » Shange: By Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, 
.R.S. s 


No. 49. 


No. 52. "Ehe Disenses of the Will. By Th. 
Ribot. Translated from the French by 
J. Fitzgerald. 


Animal Automatism, and other Essays, 
By Prof. T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. 


No. 54. The Birth and Growth of Myth. By 
. Panard Clodd, F. R. A. S. 


The Scientine Basis of Morals, and 
other Essays. By William Kingdon Clif 
ford, F. R. S. 


No. 5e 


No. 55. 


Progress: Its Law and Cause. With | 
other disquisitions. By Herbert Spencer. . 


ae tr} Illusions. By James Sully. 


No. 53.) The Origin of Species. | Two Double 
No. 63. By Charles Darwin. Nos. 
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"Preface by R, G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 
gis and a younger brother who were left parent- 
egg, with little money, fair education, an much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
oing to Chicago.. The authoris also the heroin. 
The narrativis,in the main, a history of.a work: 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluf business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story: 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
Boll to be interested in; and whatever he B 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 26 cents. - 
x : Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. . 
GAN CER and Tumors CURED: no knife: 
book free. Drs. GRATIGNY & DIX, 
No. 163 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 


Charles Watts's Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com. 
- pared with Orthodox Christian- 


n ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


f 


{ 


 Seeularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Xs It Sufficient to 
«Meet. the Needs ot ttankind?. 
Debate between. the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Hail and Charles Watts, With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob ‘Holyoake. and 
Oolonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 
Reply to Father Lambert's 
Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. 
Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
. and Influence, 82 pages. Price, 15 
cents, 
The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lation: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
. Price, 10 cents. i 
Secularism: Destructiv and Con. 
structiv. 22 pages in cover.. Price, 
10oenis. — 
Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 


to be Contradiotory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 5 


Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which isthe Hore Reasonable 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 5 

Evolution and Special Creation., 
10 cente.  - . 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief, 22 
cover. Price, 10 cents. à 4 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge.: 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. i gu 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover 
Price, 10 cents. f 


A 


pages dn 


dealt with: 1 Wey Do the 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Ohristianity. 3, Freethought ` and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference. between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
"o Ohrintianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
nts. : 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO.,. 

. 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, ` 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. : 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature, 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 
Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
. Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 


lished at this office. 


-Yiage. 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 
a Ax ADDRESS 

By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 

DELIVERED BEFORE THE 

State Bar Association, at Albany, 

N. Y., Jan, 21, 1890. 

‘The only Complete and Authorized Edition, 

F PRIOR, TEN CENTS. ` 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 00., a 
T ou 98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


New York 


ETHICS. OF SCIENCE.| 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 


A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion |` 


of Man. 


CoxTENTS: What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lio Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the- Christian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. . Be- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 


dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of|. 


Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So 
ciety to Oriminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
Cloth ; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


6 appe 
and to 
fishn 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 
f the perversion of Stephen Girard'smagnificent 
95 bequest to Philade qua by the Christian : 
churches and Young Men's 
ORAE MODA . 
on. 


* By Rion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address Tax TRUTH SEEKER. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 800pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 883pp., $1.25. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 

some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The O 

hinkers' Ohildren’s. Story-Boo: 

66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 

type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers ; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 


Address THE TRUTE SEEKEB OO. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


Bx JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
' lyzed,” The Real Blasphemers,” “Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., ete. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is.gifted with those rare powers that render 


-| the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 


ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new-to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits._{The American Idea. <- 


Cloth, Imo, $i. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


| CHAMPIONS 


8v0, 1,119DD. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 
The False Teaching of the. 


THE | 
OF THE CHURCH: 
. THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 
Cloth, $8; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. - ` 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


Address 
: 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 5 
Chris- 


tian Church. The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Christien church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. Think 


of a minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 
pors, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
ake a crusade.of one against the Oolorado 


beetle!“ Price, 10 cents. : 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact! 


Price, 5 centa. - i 
Religious: Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Publice Schools and the Catholic 


Church. Price, 5 cents. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 
A tale of Pales ine, ‘ounded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 
By A. C. MIDDLETON. 


Price, 10 cents, 


BING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
e g. LIBERAL Hymn-Boox contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-kn 


Parton. Wright, Q: 
and, indeed, by all o 
85 Genta Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER Oc. 


own tunes. 


New Zdition, Revised nad Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 


ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
an 28 Lafayotte Place, New York. 


‘Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
sale at this office. Price, 50 cents. 


THE 


JOTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 


IS A GREAT SUCCESS: 


The Crowning Achievement of Mechanical 
Genius, Taste, Energy, and Ingenuity, 
Combined with 41 years of Practi- 
cal Experience (34 years in 

Rochelle) at the Jeweler's 
Bench. 


Unequaled in quality and price, Has 16 jewels, 
patent regulator, Brequet hair-spring  (non- 
catchable), beautiful double sunk paneled dial, 
finely adjusted to heat, cold, and position, stem 
wind and-set, new model. In silverine cages, $19; 
3 ounce coin Bi ver, $22.50; 4 oz. dust proof, $25, 
no better sold elsewhere for $35. In best 14kt 
filled go:d cases, guaranteed 20 years, open face, 
$27 to $30; hunting, $82 to $25; in 14kt, solid 
go d. $50 to $90 All elegantly engraved or plain. 
Bent prepaid, and cash refunded if not satisfac- 
tory. Watches cleaned, $1; springe, $1; and re- 
turned free, Best work 


in the world. Send for 


testimonial, price lists of ladies’ and cheaper 
watches, diamonds, silver ware, cards in colors 
ard gold of my OTTO Wi baee, tracts, eto, 
free. 


TTO WETTSTE 
BoOaELLE, ILL. 


Send 10 cents for 

, this valuable book for 

roupg and middle- 

ed men, suffering 

24 rom & Life-wasting 

Disease, as the result 

of youthful follies, 

indiscretion, and ex- 

cesses in  maturer 

years. It sete forth 

4 S &n External Applica- 

tion—A ¿POSITIVE OURE, as it matters not how 

long standing, now hopeless or how many reme- 

dies you hav used. The book is. worth many 

times its cost, and should be in the hands of 

those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 

dress Dr. Robt. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., and 
say where you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD. WORD. " = 

: . is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
fava une generous patron of the Freethought 
ress, He has many testimonials to the value of 
Bis progressive and suecessful method of trest- 


ment, and deserves patronage.—Fresinougni, 


- These notices dre for the benefit of Libera 


who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
‘tes are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies. meeting regularly. can 
han their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
‘warding the necessary in formation. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 
Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'6lock, at Ger- 


man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League.. 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock at 


Liberal League Hall, cor. Market 
st,, Newark, N. J. Li 
religious and social 


everybody welcome. 


177 Halsey Bt. À ( 
ectures and disousgions on 
questions. Seats free. and 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch, i i 


124 Market street, Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7:30. Lectures, debates, and disous- 
sions on all important secular. subjects. Pres- 
idont, Henny BIRD; Seoretary, CORA BELLE 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue an 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 3 Sarr os 
Bunda, x harte followed by disongsion, Pint. 
ree. arles Monho: Bi 4 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. ern A "s 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:80 P. M. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social qnestions. 
Able speskersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Bundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of h 
cultivation are invited. Marrus LU. Seo. 


Ellzur Wright Secular Union. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Bunday evening at 7:30. P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Clab 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall) L. 
by debates.’ ‘The public osratally estare followed 


Des Moines Secular Unton 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, 8. 
Leotures followed by discussion. 


$an Francisco, Cal., Freethought 


"Meets every Sunday evening at Union Squar 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8o’clook. A invi- 
tation is extended to all. Beats fix UM inyi 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Bunday at 7:30 p.m. in Macdon- 
ald's Hall in Port Angeles., Wash. Leop- 
ures, songs, and select roading. Discussion in- 
vited on subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
X MoRsE, Cor. Seo. 


The West End Progressive Lib 
eral Union . X 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 
and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.m., at Parr's 
ll. Everybody invited, Mas. R. M. BERBA, 
Prés.: J. H. MoWrrLIAMS, Hec. Beo. aes 


Ei 


The Walia Walla Liberal Club. 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand. Army 
Washington: 


The Roeder Secular Union. 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and, third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-houge. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." PD. E. Bion, Pres. ; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHARLES SHEA, Bec. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


Meets every Sunday a‘ Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, a.m. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. Oo. A. HARRIS, Pres. 
Isaac S. LEE, Bec. . 


San Antonio (Texas) Liberal Asso- 
ciation. i 


meets every Friday evening at Liberal Hall, 227 
East Houston street. Free reading room and cir- 
culating library open every day and evening. 
Strangers cordially invited. A. OHAPMAN, Sec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Sénate and Assembly of. New 
York, ` 
With Fine Steel Engraving of. Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 76 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 
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Hews of the Week. 


Tng first number of a serial publication of 
the constitutions of all nations, now insuffi- 
ciently’ known, contains Mexico's constitu. 
tion, which distinctly separates church and 
state, forbids establishment or prohibition of 
religion, forbids acquisition by a church of 
real estate beyond buildings in actual use, 
and supplants oaths by affirmations. 


A GRAND monument to 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading. Philosophers, | F 


[GODS AND RELIGIONS WORLD'S SAGES, THINKE 
| ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES|__ 


RS, 


| Bonaparte, 


Vol. I. Givsa Full Account of all the Goda; in 8 j 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, | TSachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. ' tists, eto. (who were. not Christians), 
8v0, A Vol. II. Describes Fully all from the time of Menu to the preg- 
the Religious Systems of the World, Went. 8vo, 1,07%5pp., cloth, $3; 
$vo,957pp. Oloth,$3per vol.; the leather, $4; mor., g- ©. $4.50. 


9 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
. 88 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Gens of longhi 


` History is made up only of declarations: 
which gain credit by repetition.— Napoleon 


Is this Utopian? A map of the world 
that does not include Utopia is not worth 
even glancing at, for it leaves out the one 
country at which humanity is always landing. 

i And when humanity 


Jefferson Davis will be 


erected at Richmond. 


Wourp commercial 
reciprocity promote or 
retard Canadian annexa- 
tion? is now debated. 


AN exhibit of the de- 

: velopment of the Ameri- 

can Catholic press is pro- 

posed for the World’s 
Fair. 


Mormonsin Chihuahua 
and Sonora, Mexico, are 
turning a wilderness into 
a seat of fertility and 
thrift. ; 


Brak is acknowl- 
edged to hav been ill, 
and to be not well yet, 
but is said to be rapidly 
improving. 


Wir II. 's visit may 
cause accession of Eng- 
land tothe Triple Alliance 
of Germany, Austria, 
and Italy against France 
and Russia. 


Or the income of the 
Church of England last 
year, £5,753,557, £208- 
438 came from private 
benefactions since 1708, 
the rest from ancient 
endowments. 


Tue pope is indignant 
at the Triple Alliance 


contract, and condemns 
the clause guaranteeing 
Italy's integrity and ex- 
cluding papal claims to 
restoration of temporal 
power. 


GERMANY is about to f 
acquire territory in Morocco which may em- 
broil her with Spain. 


Tae British government has been asked to 
act in regard to the mortality of religious pil- 
grimages from India te Mecca. One-third of 
the fanatical pilgrims perish. 


Hvumeve is rampant at the shrine of St. 
Anne de Beaupre, Quebec. A dispatch of 
the 2d says: Hardly a day passes that mira- 
cles are not performed. Yesterday a man 
named Desire Raymond, from Lewiston, Me., 
who was suffering from a fractured leg and 
unable to walk without crutches, received 
holy communion and afterward walked away 
'from the sacred table without his crutches, 
wholly cured.” 


Sm Joen THompson is being opposed by 
.Canadian Protestants as premier because he 
ig a man of north of Ireland Methodist 

arents, who at one time taught a Methodist 

unday-echool, but who, under peculiar cir- 
cumstances, forsook the faith of his fathers 
and went into the church of Rome and threw 
hiniself into the arms of the extreme section 
of that church, made league with the Jesuits 
and sent his sons to be educated in their col- 
leges, and who" favors separate schools in 
Manitoba. 


AT the execution of the four murderers at 
Sing Sing the press of New York deliberately 
violated the section of the new electrical exe- 
cution law which reads: No account of the 


details of any such execution, beyond the} 


statement of the fact that such convict was, 
on the day in question, duly executed accord- 
ing to law at the prison, shall be published 
in any newspaper.” This provision is de- 
nounced as an infamous infringement of lib- 
erty of expression, and will doubtless be 
repealed. 


Rey. Jas. BRADY, of Newark, N. J., last 
Sunday blackguarded the Saengerfest, an 
innocent open-air festival of Germana, hated 
by parsons because of its diverting Bunday 
crowds from their congregations. He began 

by saying that all who were concerned in 
last Sunday’s concert should be fined $10 
apiece. He said the singers were like the 
Turners, mainly Atheists, and sinful, recre- 
ant, Sabbath-breaking, beer.swilling Ger- 
mans.” He called special attention to the 
cantata of ‘‘ Delilah and Samson,” and said 
he had no doubt that the woman who sang it 
felt all the tenderness that the song depicted. 
He wanted to know why they could not sing 
** From Greenland’s Icy Mountains," instead 
of the music of the devil. Music!” he 
went on; why, it is only Atheistical wind. 
Music comes from the church of God. How 
dare these Infidels use the weapons of the 
church to overthrow her grandest institu- 
tion—the Christian Sabbath!” He clcsed 
with an earnest hope that the Germans might 
be converted to devote their musical talents 
to singing about glory and heaven, 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONTENTS. 


AWITH 


PAGE. 
5 


Calendar for 1891, 


Freethought in the United States, 
1890, 
Story of the Xear Abroad, 


Some Alaskan Myths. Ida C. Crad- 
dock, Corresponding Secretary of 
the American Secular Union, Illus- 


- 2 


Side Lights on South Sea Missions. 
Ada Campbell, Illustrated, 


7 1 >: " | Disadvantages of Specialism in 


the Advocacy of Reform. A. B. 
Bradford, 


35 


Shoutin* Joe. Watson Heston, Illus 
trated, 2 Li 


T trated, - - - 38 
Anent Spooks: Where are They? Gaining Ground in England, Li 
Thaddeus B, Wakeman, - 48 


Where the Roman Catholics Got 
a Litany, - E 
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PRICE 25 CENTS: 


Truth Seeker Annual 


reefhintens’ Almanac, 
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lands there, it looks 

. out, and, seeing a better 

country, sets sail. Prog- 

ress ig the realization 

of Utopias. — Oscar 
Wilde. 


- Wrra respect to the 
authority of great names 
it shouid be remembered 
that he alone deserves to 


Nor the amallest quan. 
tity of forceis absolutely 
lost or lost to the uni- 

t 


And they went to bury her; but they found no more of her than the skull, and the feet, and the palms of her 
hands. Wherefore they came again, and told him. And he said, This is the word of the Lord, which he spake by his 
servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel.—2 Kings ix, 35, 86. 


li 


à 


In 


ent shape, the amount of 
. which must be equal to 
.that of the former.— 


Buehner. 


“Tone before Christia: 
ity had a place, there 
were vast libraries. T here 
were thousands of 
schools before a Chris- 
tian existed on the earth. 
There were hundreds of 
hospitals before a line of 
the New Testament was 
` written. Hundreds of 
years before Christ, there 
were hospitals in India 
—not only for men, wo- 
men, and children, but 
even for beasts. 'There 
were -hospitals in Egypt long before Moses 
was born. They knew enough then to cure 
insanity with music. They surrounded the 
insane with flowers, and treated them with 
kindness.— Ingersoll. 


Mx believe as they do because they are 
what they are, far more than because they 
bav any conclusiv evidence. — Samuel 


Hager. 


He who leaves Christianity does not leave 
faith behind; but he travels in faith to a be- 
lief in the inviolable order of nature, the 
sequence of cause and effect, the reign of 
law, the upward destiny of the human race— 
to faith in good.—Robert O. Adams, 


Ler me hav my own way, 

Let others promulge the laws, I will make 
no account of the laws, 

Let others praise eminent men and hold up 
peace, I hold up agitation and conflict, 

I praise no eminent man, I rebuke to his 
face the one that was thought most 
worthy. — Walt Whitman. 


Ir is the special evil of intolerance that it 
entwines itself around the holiest parts of our 
nature, and becomes at last so blended with 
the sense of duty that, as has been finely said, 
„conscience, which restrains every other 
vice, becomes the prompter here.” Two or. 
three times in the history of mankind its de- 
struction has involved a complete dissolution 
of the moral principle by which society co- 
heres, and the cradle of religious liberty hag 
been iocked by the worst passions of hu- 
manity.—Lecky. 


In the natural pride and impatience of hu. 
man nature, which rebels against.the insur- 
mountable limitations of. knowledge, and 
disdains and dislikes the humility of the 
method of its attainment, by patiently and 
painfully conforming to fact, there is a deep 
and last source of error. Man would fain be 
above nature, not as its culminating blossom, 
but as something essentially apart from it in 
his highest qualities—a being created to 

overn and uée it for his ends, and for whom 
t was created ; instead of, as he is actually, 
a part of it that develops from, and in, and 
for it, and commands only by obeying-— 
Maudesley. f 


JABVEH is alleged to be infinit, yet when 


we refer to the Bible we find that the 


Bible God walks (Gen. iii, 8), talks (Deut. 
V, 24), smells (Gen. viji, 21), works (Gen. ii, 
2), rests (Gen. ii, 2). We are told that he is 
unchangeable, yet we find upon examination 
that the Bible God repents (Gen. vi, 6). We 
are informed that he is all good, yet we find 
that God curses (Gen. iii, 14), hardens men’s 
hearts (Ex. xiv, 4), delivers men into the 
devil’s power (Job ii, 6), punishes the guilt- 
less (1 Sam. xv, 3), creates evil (Is. xlv, 7), 
makes some men the slaves of others (Ex. 
xxi, 2), and orders the wholesale slaughter 
of men, women, and children (1 Sam. xv). 
— Arthur B. Moss. 


Ay} JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND. REFORM. 


Entered at the Pcat-Ofüce at New York, N. T., as Son- Matter. 


Vol.18. No. 80. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.} 


New York, Saturday, July 25,1891. [28LA 


FAYETTE PL.) $8.00 per year. 


THEOLOGICAL SCARECROWS—HOW FOOLS ARE FRIGHTENED INTO THE FOLD. 


Gols and Glippings. 


A Tors TOT community at Kharkoff, Russia, 
containing a number of educated men who 
hav left society, has been suppressed by the 
government. 


Tue Scottish Mission, which has its head- 
quarters at Jerusalem, reports the conversion 
of six Jews to Presbyterianism at a cost of 
$5,000 apiece. 


A FnENOH provincial newspaper has been 
condemned to pay two hundred francs dam- 
ages for calling several residents of its town 
Freemasons. To calla mana Freemason in 
France is to bring him into hatred, ridicule, 
and contempt of his Roman Catholic towns- 
men. 


Tue Russian inland steamship company, 
** Samelet,” has named one its steamers Leo 
Tolstoi, in honor of the renowned novelist. 
This givs great displeasure to the intensely 
religious press. Yoozhniy Kray of Kharkov 
and Viadomosté of St. Petersburg think that it 
is. very improper on the part of ** an orthodox 
company in holy Russia ” to do honor to the 
name of a heretic like Tolstoi. 


Tux Salvation Army in all is now made up 
of 4,289 distinct organizations, commanded 
-by 10,449 officers. During the past year 
there has been an increase of 255 organiza- 
tions. The total circulation of their period- 
icals is over half a million. There are 
twenty-seven War Crys outside of England, 
published in thirty-five countries, and in 
fifteen languages. The army has made par- 
ticular progress in India. 


Tux Austrian high court of appeals has 
del vered a tremendous shock to Roman 
Catholic priests who ‘hav renounced orders 
and subsequently married, and they are not 
few. One who has been ordained a priest in 
1857 announced to the civil and clerical au- 
thorities in 1870 that he had abandoned the 
Catholic faith and become an evangelical. 
In 1879 he married and lived happily until, 
& year or two ago, his marriage had to be 
legally tested, and it was pronounced invalid. 
He appealed, but now the highest court an- 
nounces that the present state of legislation 
does not permit a man who has vowed celi- 
bacy to be freed from his vow.— Jun. 


Tue municipal authorities of the city of 
Treves, Germany, are busily preparing for 
the enormous influx of children which is ex- 
pected totake place next August, on the oc- 
casion of the exhibition of the '* Holy Coat of 
Treves,” popularly and authoritativly an- 
nounced to be the identical garment woin by 
the savior, and for which the soldiers present 
at the crucifixion cast lots. One of the most 
remarkable things in connection with this ex- 
hibition is the fact that the police force will 
be doubled; and another is that a committee 
of purity will be established, proving that, as 
in American camp-meetings, the world, the 
flesh, and the devil are not entirely absent 
from the most sacred functions.— World, 


Tue preachers of the dissenting Russian 
sects hav been warned that they are incur- 
ring the risk of Siberia, and the public 
officials throughout the empire are making it 
8 practice to break up by any means in their 
power the meetings of the dissenters. The 
persecution is not confined to one sect, or to 


several. All the sects known to the author- 
ities are being harrassed, and the Roman 
Catholic and Lutheran religions, barely 
tolerated in St. Petersburg, are suppressed 
mercilessly in Poland and the German prov- 
inces of Russia on the Baltic. No new 
churches are permitted to be built and the 
authorities are ordered to shut up the old 
church -buildings, whenever, as structures, 
they become dangerous. It does not take 
long for the town or city officers to find that 
the Catholic or Lutheran church is danger- 
ous. 


THE Hon. Honoré Mercier, the premier of 
Quebec, has been made a count by the pope. 
This is the message from Leo XIII.: Well- 
beloved son. Greeting and apostolic bene- 
diction: Your distinguished merits toward 
us and this apostolic see, the remarkable zeal 
with which you hav responded to our desires 
for the good of the Catholic cause in the 
different conflicts provoked in that province 
of Canada, the care you hav taken to protect 
the rights of the religious societies, and the 
other Christian qualities of your ‘character 
hav induced usto . constitute Count 
you, your children, and your descendants in 
the male line of primogeniture only, provided 
they are born of legitimate wedlock and per- 
severe in the Catholic religion and fidelity to 
the holy see. In consequence, we grant to 
you and your descendants the right and 
privilege to use and enjoy all the honors, 
rights, prerogativs, preéminences, etc., ap- 
pertaining by law, use, or custom to those 
decorated with this title of nobility.” 


AN anecdote of Darwin: Year after year 
facts in substantiation of Darwin’s evolution 
theory were accumulated and discussed with 


his friends until, twelve years after (in 1858), 
Sir Charles Lyell advised him to expand and 
revise his memoranda and prepare them for 
publication. The book was about half com- 
pleted when a singular incident occurred, 
which reveals as nothing else could the 
thorough unselfishness of Darwin’s nature. 
He received one day a letter from a young 
Welsh naturalist, Mr. A. R. Wallace, who 
was then traveling in the Malay archipelago. 
To Darwins amazement it contained an 
article embodying the exact theory upon 
which he had been laboring for so many 
years in secret. The letter contained a re- 
quest that Darwin would submit the paper 
to Sir Charles Lyell for consideration at the 
Linneean society. Never had a man greater 
temptation to suppress a rival. Silence 
would hav sufficed, but Darwin was not 
silent. He sent the article to Sir Charles 
Lyell, but the latter and Sir Joseph Hooker 
protested against the publication of it with- 
out a statement from Darwin, who, as they 
personally knew, had been working on the 
subject for many years. Darwin was at first 
unwilling to take any action in the matter to 
protect himself, fearing that he might do 
Wallace injustice; but the difficulty was 
finally arranged through the mediation of 
friends, so that the rights of both naturalists, 
who had almost simultaneously conceived 
the same idea, were shielded. The result 
was that Wallace’s paper, accompanied by a 
letter from Prof. Asa Gray and an abstract 
of Darwin’s work, were contemporaneously 
published in July, 1858, in the transactions 
of the Linnean society. Thirteen months 
later, Darwin brought out the work which 
has immortalized his name, the ‘‘ Origin of 


Species.” 
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A Correct Silver Dollar. - 


Everywhere among civiiz:d nations the two 
precious metals, gold and silver, as coin—weighed 
and stamoed pieces of these metals—sre money. 
They serve as the standard values for all commodities. 
They are the money the world over, and they alone 
are real money. 

Paper currency, that is, paper passing for money, 
although it may answer the purposes of the latter, is 
not real money, because it lacks the intrinsic value 
of the same. It consists only of certificates of coin 
Ceposited with a government, or of certificates of 
deht, issued by a government, or by private corpora- 
tions, barks, controled by law. 

The Constitution of the United States, by saying, 
" Nosiate . . . shall coin money; emit bills of credit; 
make snything but gold and silver coin a tender in 
payment of debts,” distinctly recognizes gold and 
silver coin as-the real money of the United States, 
while the paper currency of this country, not secured 
by coin or bullion deposited with the government, 
simply consists of “bills of oredit,” a8 they are 
called by the Constitution. "s i 

An set of Congress of Feb. 12, 1873, says that 
the one-dollar gold-piece, at the standard weight of 
twenty-five and eight tenths grains, shall be the unit 
of value of the United States. Thus, by law, the 
gold dollar (and gold coin generally) is the standard 
money of the Uzited States by which the bullion 
value of the silver dollar of this country is to be 
regulated. In the commercial intercourse of the 
leading nationa of the globe gold is also the standard 
money by which the values of all commodities are 
measured. l 

The Constitution of the United States, by recog- 


nizing both gold and silver coin as the real money of. 


this country, and by making coin of either of these 
two metals a full legal tender in payment of debts, 
establishes bimetallism for this country. Silver 
dollars, therefore, in the United States always may 
just as well be used for the payment of debts as gold 
coin, provided payment in the latter isnot stipulated 
by contract. The fractional silver coins and the 
nickel and bronze coins of this country are subsidiary 
coins. They hav not an unlimited legal tender 


power, but can, by law, be offered only for the pay- 


ment of small sums. 

Monometallism means that in a country only coin 
of one of the two monetary metals named is a full 
legal tender in payment of all debts, while coin of 
the other metal has not this quality. 

At present, there exists no fixed ratio between gold 
and silver, as monetary metals, and no free coinage 
of silver among the leading commercial nations of the 
globe. Silver, therefore, is now in reality an 
ordinary commodity. In consequence of this fact, 
the American standard silver dollar bas at this 
writing (July 4, 1891) only a bullion value of 
from seventy eight to seventy-nine cents in gold. 
It, therefore, cannot be considered as correct 
money, not being, as to its bullion valve, an 
equivalent of the silver dollar, which it should be 


by law. In other words, a gold dollar and a silver 


dollar bavnot the same value as pieces of metal. 
They are only fictitiously equivalent by the stamp 
of the government placed upon them. The Ameri- 
can silver dollar with its present bullion value, can 
not be used as coin, but only as metal, by the people 
of this country in their commercial intercourse with 
foreign nations ; it is disliked by them in their own 
domestic intercourse, and it cannot be rightfully 
made the basis of free and unlimited coinage of silver 
in the United States. Sach coinage of thissilver dol- 
lar, depreciated as to its bullion value, would giv the 
most unjust advantages to the owners of silver 
bullion in this country. They, by such coinage, at 
. the present price of the metal, would change from 
. geventy-eight to seventy. nine cents’ worth of fine or 
pure silver into money worth one hundred cents in 
gold. Such free and unlimited coinage of silver 
would necessarily drive gold out of this country for 
foreign silver, or at least out of trade into hidiug- 
places, and perhaps cause a gold premium. More- 
over, it would probably reduce the value of the silver 
dollar in trade to its own metallic value, at present 
to only from seventy-eight to seventy-nine cents in 
gold, thus enhancing the prices of all commodities 
throughout the United States. 

By en act of Congress of Feb. 28 1878, com- 
. pulsory coinage of the standard silver dollar was 
- established in this country, which kind of coinage 
of the silver dollar, as far as its coinage on govern- 

ment account is concerned. has been continued by 

act of Oongress of July 14 1890, being the present 
: law on the subject. Such silver coinage should be 

abolished by Congress as soon as possible and be 
replaced by free and unlimited coinage of a correct 
silver dollar, being, as to its bullion value, e qual or as 
: nearly equal as possible to the gold dollar. Such a 
‘course is simply demanded by justice, and might be 
taken in the following manner: 

The government of this country would be enabled 


at once to coin a permanently correct silver dollar 
strictly equal, as to its bullion value, to the gold 
dollar, in cage of an international agreement among 


the leading commercial nations of the globe, as to 


a fixed ratio between gold and silver, as monetary 
metals. It tried to bring about such an agreement 
by two international conferences held in Europe in 
1878 and 1881, and by later efforts, yet in vair, 


chiefiy on account cf the opposition of Eogland.. 


Under these circumstances the American people 
seem to be compelled, by their own interest, inde- 
pendently of other nations, to establish free and 
unlimited: coinage of a temporarily correct silver 
dollar, until the international agreement referred to 
wil be accomplished. There is plainly not gold 
enough in the world to serve as coin, as the sole 
legal-tender money of ali or of only the leading na- 
tions of the globe, in their domestic and foreign 
commerce ; and then a country is obviously enabled 
by bimetallism—that is, by free and unlimited coin 
age of gold pieces and silver coins, correct. as to 
their bullion value—to control a larger amount of 
good and sound money than by either gold mono- 
metallism or silver monometallism—that is, by the 
use of either gold or eilver coin alone, as legal tender 
for the payment of large sums. ; 
The Constitution of the United States says: “Th 
Congress shall hav power . . to coin money, 
reguiate the value thereof and of foreign coin.” 
This clause plainly speaks of such a regulation only 
in s general way, and does not forbid a repeated 
regulation of the kind. Congress, therefore, has the 
power, at any time, directly or indirectly to regulate 
the bullion value of the silver dollar, to be coined in 
this country, in such a mauner that this dollar, as 
metal, may become correct, nearly, or if possible 
quite, as valuable as the gold dollar. Furthermore, 
Congress has the power, directly or indirectly, to 
attend to this regulation as often as it may become 
necessary, until the ratio between gold and silver, as 


monetary metals, will hav been internationally fixed. 


forever. The regulation referred to might best be 
achieved for the present, if Congress by law would 
make it the duty of the president of the United 
States, at stated times, under certain circumstances, 
and within fixed limits, to ordain the amount of fine 
or pure silver for the silver dollar, to be coined, by 
the way of free and unlimited coinage, at the Ameri- 
can mints. Such an expedient, presently to be 
described more fully, would of course come to an 
end immediately after the adoption of a fixed ratio 
between gold and silver by an international agree- 
ment. 
The gold coins of this country having formerly 
twice been changed by law as to their bullion value, 
why shall, until an international sgreement on the 
subject will hav been reached, not the silver dollar, 
to be coined at the American mints, be changed, too, 
as to its bullion value, so that it may become 
temporarily correct, representing as nearly as possi- 
bie a gold dollar's worth cf fine or pure silver, ac- 
cording to the current price of this metal in the 
markets of the world? In answer to this question 
the following views may be ventured : 
Congress might by law ordain the free and unlim- 
ited coinage of a temporarily correct silver dollar, 
as to its bullion value, which coinage might com- 
mence at once, sfter the passage and approval of the 
respectiv act, and which, when necessary, on secount 
of the fluctuating price of silver, might be changed, 
as to the bullion value of the silver dollar to be 
coined, always on and after the 1st day of January 
following such a necessity. The new, temporary 
silver dollar, when its coinage would commence, 
should, agreeably to law, by order of the president 
of the United States, contain a gold dollar’s worth 
of fine or pure silver, according to the average mar- 
ket price of this metal during the last preceding 
month. Subsequently, if necessary, a silver dollar 


with a corrected bullion value, as nearly equal as 


possible to a gold dollar’s worth of fine or pure 
silver, should always be coined at the American 
mints, on and after esch 1st day of January follow- 
ing. For this reason it might by law be made the 
duty of the president of the United States annually 
to ascertain the average market price of silver during 


the month of December, and accordingly to giv in 


time the necessary order to the American mints for 
a correct bullion value of the silver dollar to be 
eoined there during the ensuing year. This order 
could by law contain a change of the previous bullion 
value of the silver dollar only, if and so far as such 
a change would become necessary by the market 
price of silver during the month of December, as 
stated. Under an act of Oongress of Sept. 26, 
1890, the new silver dollar would hav the same 
diameter ss the present standard silver dollar, dif- 


fering from the latter only in thickness. 


The coinage of any, that is, of a certain tempo- 
rarily correct silver dollar might be continued, until 
by the fluctuations of the price of silver its bullion 
value would become one or more per sent more or 
less valuable than its faco value or the gold dollar. 
Then, by order of the president, according to law, 
on and after the 1st day of January following, a 
new, temporary silver dollar, with a bullion value 


corrected according. to the average market price of 
silver during the preceding month of December, 
should be coined at the American: mints. ` 
As to fluctuations of thé market price of silver 
within a calendar year, the law might provide that, 
for this reason, the coinage of the temporarily cor- 
rect silver dollar should not be discontinued in the 
course of the year. Yet, for these fluctuations, sil- 
ver bullion, deposited for coinage at the mints of 
the United States, might, at the wish of the owners 
of the metal and on their.own account, be only 
reduced to fine bars. Temporarily correct silver 
dollars coined, as suggested, in two different years, 
would probably or doubiless be of a different bullion 
value. Yet this could not be helped and would 
also do no harm. They would all decidedly be more 
correct as to their bullion value than the present 
standard silver dollars. 2 

After the accomplishment of the international 
agreement repeatedly referred to, all silver dollars of 
the United States not being in harmony as to their 
bullion value with the ratio between gold and silver 
to be fixed by that agreement, would, of course, 
after the cancellation of the certificates issued for 
the same, hav to be recoined by the government into 
permanently correct silver dollars, being in harmony 
with the agreement. 

The law suggested, ordaining free and unlimited 
coinage of temporarily correct silver dollars, might 
prescribe that the owners of the silver bullion de- 
posited for coinage at the mint should be entitled to 
an amount of silver dollars exactly equal in their 
weight of fine or pure silver to the weight of fine or 
pure silver deposited for their coinage. Yet the 
owners of the metal would hav to pay the cost of 
refining the silver and of the alloy. The new dollars 
might, of course, at the mints be deposited with the 


‘government for silver certificates, to be issued for 


the same. Moreover, silver bullion from different 
owners should be coined according to the date and 
time of its deposition at the mints. Finally, only 
silver bullion produced in the United States should 
be coined into temporarily correct silver dollars, 
while foreign silver bullion, also, if produced by the 
melting in this country of foreign silver ore, coin, or 
ornaments, should be excluded from this coinage. 
The American origin of the silver bullion might 
always be established by the oath of the owners of 
the metal. The several legal provisions just sug- 
gested would simply be requirements of justice 
cslied forth by the nature of the temporarily correot 
silver dollar. -They would, as a matter of course, 
hav to be repealed after the establishment of free 
and unlimited coinage of a permanently correct sil- 
ver dollar, in consequence of an international 
agreement. 

The fractional or subsidiary silver coins of this 
country, half-dollars, quarter-dollars, and ten cent 
pieces (dimes), might best remain undisturbed as to 
their bullion value, up to the time of the adoption 
of a fixed and and final ratio between gold and sil. 
ver as monetery metals by an international agree- 
ment, when these subsidiary silver pieces might be 
coined, too, with a correct bullion value, exactly oor- 
responding to that of the silver dollar piece. In 
case of the adoption by Congress of free and unlim- 
ited coinage of silver, as suggested, the issue of 
paper money by the government for silver dollars de- 
posited with the same might be regulated in the 
following manner. The government should issue 
silver certificates, in denominations ordained by law 
and desired by depositors, for temporarily and later 
for permanently correct silver dollars—for the latter, 
when established by an international agreement. 
Yet, these silver certificates should always be re- 
deemed by silver dollars of the kind deposited for 
the same; all temporarily correct silver dollars be- 
ing considered as belonging to one and the same 
kind. The kind of silver dollars deposited for them 
with the government should, of course, always be in- 
dicated on the certificates, when being issued for the 
silver dollars. 

The foregoing discussion relates to the adop- 
tion, by the American people, of a preliminary 
measure of very tedious character for bring- 
ing about an international agreement as to 
a fixed ratio between gold and silver as monetary 
metals for all time to come. That such an agreement 
is possible and practicable is plain and cannot be 
doubted. It would hav been accomplished long be- 
fore this time, if it would not hav been opposed by 
England. She established gold monometallism in 
1816, a thing unknown to the world up to that time, 
for gaining financial advantages by it over other 
nations, and she now adheres to it chiefly on account 
of the bonus her merchants derive from it by their 
commerce with India, her great dependency in Asia. 
In India there exists silver monometallism. Yet, a 
great deal of English capital has been invested there 
on which the interest has to be paid in gold. To 
acquire this gold, the Indian government sells in 
London for gold bills of exchange called “Indian 
council bills,” which are claims for certain sums of 
silver, 

With those bille—their amount sold in London in 
1890 aggregated $76,890,000—the English merchants, 
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having bought them; pay for the vast quantities of 
wheat and cotton they ship from India to England, in 
which latter country they receive gold for these 
articles. They thus, in consequence of the gold 
monometallism of England and of the silver monomet- 
allism of India, where the council bills are equiv- 
alent to hard money in silver, the standard money of 
ihe country, derive from their commerce with India 
not only their legitimate mercantil profit, but also 
a gold premium, by the gold they pay for the coun- 
cil bills, representing silver depreciated in the mar- 
. ket8 of the world, but of a permanently fixed value 
in India. England, therefore, will not voluntarily 
consent to an international agreement as to a per- 
manenily fixed ratio between gold and silver, as 
monetary metals. She can be forced to submit to the 
result of such an agreement among the other civil- 
ized countries of the globe only by her own pecuniary 
interests. The government of the United States 
should again, but not at present, cause an interna- 
tional conference to be held, perbaps in the city of 
Washington, for a final settlement of the silver ques- 
: tion. Yet, to this conference, for the reasons stated, 
England should not be invited. The conference 
should consist, as far ss possible, of delegates from 
all European countries, Hogland excepted, and from 
all republics of North, Central, and South America. 
The conference, however, in order to be successful, 
should be held after the American people would hav 
tried, for at least a couple of years, free and unlimited 
coinage of a temporarily correct silver dollar, and 
after the beneficial effects of such a measure, by a 
permanently increased price of silver, would hav 
become evident, thus indicating at the same time the 
ratio proper, internationally to be fixed between 
gold and silver as monetary metals. The former 
inharmonious ratios of France, 1 to 154, and of the 
United States, I to 16, became extinct in 1873 as to 
free coinage of silver, when such coinage was abol- 
ished in both countries. OM 
If an international conference be held, as sug- 
gested, and if & ratio between gold and silver, as 
monetary metals, be permanently fixed by it, the 
results of such a ratio would be the following. It 


would at once be followed by a free and unlimited- 


coinage of silver in all bimetallic and silver monome- 
tallie countries, which coinage itself would, of course, 
support and maintain the ratio agreed upon between 
gold and silver. Then it would create correct 
money, rendering gold and silver coin correct, a8 
to their relativ bullion value, throughout the world. 
Yet, such correct money would prove a blessing to 
all mankind. J. G. Herrwia. 
Washington, D. C. 


ee 4 ,9—— — 
Christianity and Evolution. 
OHBISTIANITY AND THE STATE. - 
Between early Ohristianity and the paganis 
which it superseded there were, as we bav shown, 
many points of agreement. They both arose out of 
sun worship and nature worship; they each possessed 


in common many symbols and ceremonies; their | 


teachings were in the main similar. Bat the new faith 
had this advantage—the lofty character and moral 
teachings of its supposed founder, considered in an 
impartial spirit, were undoubtedly a slight improve- 
ment upon prevailing ideals and sentiments. 
Not that the early Obristians manifested any 
. determined disposition to carry out the higher teach- 
ings of their master. Like their modern brethren, 
their preaching was a great deal better than their 
practice. Dr. Janes, in his admirable work, “A 
. Study of Primitiv Ohristianity " (p. 277), says: 

Evidently the distinguishing characteristics of the grow- 
ing faith were not those of notable moral superiority. The 
careful student of this period can hardly fail to confirm the 
conclusion of Dr. Hedge that the primitiv church did not 
aim primarily at good behavior. ‘‘ Had this been the end,” 
he declares, there would hav been a rapid and marked 
improvement in the morals of society. But no such im- 
- provement appears.” 

The admonitions of Paul and of the fathers prove, 
on the contrary, that the worst of social conditions 
were not uncommon within the bosom of Christian 
communities. That feature in the teaching of Jesus 
. and his apostles which avoided corflict with the con- 
stituted authorities by inculcating the dootrin of 
non- resistance; which regarded a temporary sub- 
mission to social injustices as preferable to activ 
protest and forceful opposition, in view of the 
speedy destruction of the existing order of the world, 
lent itself readily to the methods of designing theo- 
logians and retarded the practical application of the 
principles of the gospels in the reorganization of so- 
ciety. 

"Two important teachings of Jesus, however, 
Heemed to hav taken possession of the minds of the 
early Christians, viz.: The doctrin of the equa ity of 
all men in the sight of God, which may be taken as 
the foundation of Ohristian Socialism, and the ap- 
proaching end of the world. 

That Jesus was a Communist in the complete 
sense of the term there can be but little doubt. He 
taught that the rich.should sell all that they pos- 
sessed and giy to the poor; that poverty was a 
blessing (Luke vi, 21); and that the possession of 
riches in this life was a decided impediment in the 


road to happiness hereafter (Markx, 25). Indeed, he 
made it quite clear that Christians ought to share all 
they had with their friends and neighbors, especially 
with preachers like himself and his appointed 
disciples. No doubt this Socialistie or Commu- 
nistic doctrin produced a marked effect upon the 
poorer members of the community and gave to 
early Ohristianity a great impetus. A struggling 
mass of people, dissatisfied with the conditions of 
life under which they were living, would grasp at 
the first nostrum presented to them which gave the 
promis of future improvement. Consequently, the 
masses, the poor, weak, ignorant, ragged mob, saw 
in the new teaching the hope of future salvation in 
this world; and it was this belief, held with touching 
tenacity and promulgated with ferocious earnestness, 
which carried them through troublous times to a 
final triumpb. 

Add to this their belief in the approaching end of 
the world and the establishment of the kingdom of 


heaven upon a new and regenerated earth (Matt. 
xxiv, 29, 30), and it will be easy to understand the 


enthusiastic and defiant spirit of these early follow- 
ers of the carpenter of Nazareth. . 

This spirit led them into all kinds of extravagant 
conduct; so that the earliest references we hav con- 
cerning them from authentic sources lead to the 


conclusion that they were an ignorant and noisy set 


of persons bent on any kind of mischief that would 


call the attention of the authorities to them (see 


Gibbon's “ Declire and Fall“). 
Between the time of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus 


(date 121 to 180) and the reign of Constantine the 
Christians suffered much from persecution, but so 
strong was the Socialistic faith within them that 
persecution only served to make them stronger in 
numbers and in the tenacious character of their 
belief. | 
political force, and then it was that as an organiza- 
aed Ohristianity became a recognized power in the 
state. 
power did not regard the new faith from a religious 


In time Christians made themselvs felt as a 


But even then the wielders of imperial 


or moral standpoint they merely locked upon it as 
a secular organization that was making its way, and 


which was to be counted upon in future politics) 


action. 

That all the Roman emperors did not consider 
Christianity to be s true religion which was destined 
to supersede paganism, must be seen in the fact that 
Marcus Aurelius and Julian each in turn rejected the 


new faith, which they regarded in the light of a 
crass and mischievous superstition. 


The triumph of Obristianity as a political organi- 


zstion was brought about in the following fashion: 
The predecessor of Constantine, one Maximin, it 
appears, was & man of vicious habits and tyrannical 


character. All forms of belief with which he had 


the slightest disagreement he looked upon as highly 


dangerous to the state and as such deserving of no 
better fate than that of being stamped out cf exist- 
ence by the iron heels of tyranny and persecution. 
Consequently he persecuted the Obristians with 
consistent cruelty and vindictivness; prohibited 
them from meetirg in the cemeteries and catacombs, 
confiscated their property, waged war against the 
state of Armenia, and sought to finish the work of 
destruction by an attempt to remodel paganism to 
meet the requirements of the age. Toward the close 
of his unworthy career the emperor appears to hav 
repented of his harsh and cruel conduct, and, like most 
persons of vacillating character, he went to the other 
extreme, and issued an edict of toleration and recom- 
mended the pagans in future to giv the Christians 
every consideration—to treat them kindly and to 
adopt as many as possible of their principles. He 
also issued an edict commanding the restoration of 
their confiscated property, and wound up by demand- 
ing for the Obristian the fullest liberty of conscience. 
All this may be taken as an indication that the Ohris- 
tians were making their influence felt as a political 
force to such a degree as to be perfectly irresistible. 
When Oonstantine became emperor he extended 
the policy of his predecessor, and made Christianity 
the religion cf the state. Rome was practically on 
the verge of dissolution when Constantine began to 
reign, and it only needed a bold political leader to 
pronounce in favor of Christianity to at once put it 
in the place of honor. This Oonstantine speedily 
did. Au ambitious man, with a strong will to carry 
into effect his every desire, he stooped at nothing to 
gratify his lust of power. Consequently we find 
that his conduct was infamous, even when it did not 
involve the sacrifice of innocent lives. But it often 
did involve the shedding of innocent blood, and 
among his numerous victims he sacrificed his own 
flesh and blood as well as that of the atranger— 
“his father-in-law, his brother-in-law, Licinius, his 
own son, Orispus, his nephew, the son of Licinius, 
a boy eleven years old, and lastly his wife, Fausta.” 
And this man, this cruel, heartless murderer, was 
the man who did more to make Ohristianity a great 
power in the world than any other person before or 
since. Think of it, good Christians! Ponder it !!! 


The subsequent growth of the Christian tree de- 
pended very lergely upon being planted firmly in 
the bed of the Roman state and tended and watered 


by official sanction. There is this, however, to be 
said on behalf of Constantine—he not only made 
Obristianity the state religion, but founded a 
number of Ohristian churebes in Rome, each of which 
he supported from the public revenue. In his nat- 
ure were exemplified the qualities of that eccentric. 
class of men who endow a dozen or & score of 


religions to make sure they hav got the right one. 
Even after the establishment of Christianity as the 
state religion the worship of Oybale continued as 
Jate as the fifth century. So that in taking on the 
new love Constantine did not altogether abandon 
the old. It was while Constantine was emperor that 
Dacember 25:h was set apart as the birthday of 
Jesus; and Sunday, the first day of the week, became 
the recognized day of rest and worship—in fact, the 
holy dey. Once allied to the state, Christianity, as 
an organized system, began to epread and to prosper. 
But ever and anon bitter feuds arose between vari- 
| ous sects, and each in turn persecuted and maltreated 
the other. 
conflict known as the Arian controversy reached 
its full hight, and a formal proclamation was msde 
concerning the nature of Ohrist and his relationship 
to God. Fierce and bitter was this controversy 
while it lasted. One school of theologians main- 
tained that the Father and the Son were eternal 
and co-equal, and that the Holy Ghost, though he 
(she or it) proceeded from the Father and the Son, 
was Of the same age and co-equal with the others 
aforenamed. But Arius affirmed that there was a 
time when the Father alone existed; and that, 
although the Son was in existence before the world, 
the Father existed alone before time began. 
the question was finally settled by the Council of 
Nice, and is now embodied in the orthodox creed 


About this period the great theological 


And 


ARTHUR B. Moss. 


On Prayer. 
Will any one of the ninety thousand clergymen 


of the United States tell me what benefit there is in 


prayer? Will they tell me when any prayer was 
ever answered? Tell me what the prayer was for 
and all aboutit. I hav lived more then ninety yeara 
and hav seen hundreds of men who thought it their 
duty to kneel and pray every night and morning, 
and again to ask a blessipg at every meal, but never 
kaew 8 single one of all these prayers to be answered. 
We read that Christ, when in the garden with hia 
disciples, left them, and went slone and prayed 
saying, Oh my Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me; nevertheless not as I will but as 
thou wilt.“ He then returned to his disciples, but 
after s little while he went away again and repeated 
the same prayer and returned again to his disciples, 


but after alittle lime went and prayed the third 


time, repeating the same words. 

It is ur derstood that by this cup he meant his 
crucifixion, and he was praying not to be crucified. 
Now, if the Father and Son were one, how could 
they hav two wills? Ifthey were one, as the Bible 
says they are, hcw could the Father hav a will to 
crucify his son while the son had a will not to be 
crucified? Here is one of the many plain contra- 
dictions of the Bible! The Bible says God is su- 
preme in power, wisdom, merey, and love. If so, 
why could not God hav forgiven the sins of men 
and exercised his mercy and love by sparing his són 
instead of pouring out his wrath and vengeance on 
the innocent? Even the prayer cf Ohrist was not 
answered, though uttered in sgony three times over ! 
And then, when on the cross, his whole weight 
hanging on the nails through his hands and feet 
and the blood flowing from his side, in terrible agony 
he cried out, * My God, ray God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?" And not one word did he receive 
in reply! Could anything be more devilish than 
that? If there isa being worthy to called God it is 
impossible for man to tell a greater lie about him. 
No such being would torture the innocent that way 
for the sins of the guilty. 

If this story about Obris\’s prayers and crucifixion 
is true, it contradicts many other passages of script- 
ure and proves that Christ was a man and noi at one 
with God. 

The Bible says, “If yo hav faith aa a grain of 
mustard seed ye shall say unto this mountain, Be 
thou removed and be thou cast into the sea, and it 
shall be done.“ The ninety thousand clergymen in 
this country profess to believe that the Bible was 
inspired by & Supreme being, and a friend bas 
authorized me to cffer the ninety thousand $500 
if all of them praying together will remove & 
dead fly or a thimbleful of dirt one inch on 
my table at any time that they may appoint, the 
money to be paid immediately on condition that one- 
half of it be divided equally among the mothers of 
illegitimate children born to American clergymen 
during the first year after their prayers hav per- 
formed the miracle. Now, reverend gentlemen, if 
your Bible doctrin about prayer is true, you hav an 
opportunity to prove it and doubtless to benefit 
quite a number of mothers that may be found weep- 
ing over uawelcome children. In ninety years of 
careful observation I hav never known a prayer to 


be answered. J. Haoxer. 
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Sunday Laws. 


The following article is from the editorial columns 
of the Christian Statesman, published at Philadel- 


phia, Pa., June 25 1891: 

The American Sentinel quotes with approbation the lan- 
guage of the secretary of the Washington Secular Union in 
arguing against our Sibbath laws: ‘ Workingmen need to 
sleep at night. Shall we hava civil law decreeing under 
& penalty of fine and imprisonment, what time all shall go to 
sleep? Shall we havan act of the council compelling all 
persons to eat between the hours of twelve and one? If the 
people of the United States do not know enough to rest on 
Sunday, or any other day when they need rest, it is certain 
they much more require a law to send them to bed at night.” 

This reasoning is valid against those who would take our 
Sabbath laws exclusivly on physiological or economic con- 

- siderations, but the National Reform Association has not 
made this mistake. While appreciating the value of the 
argument from nature it has always held that the only ulti- 
mate foundation for the law of God, which has reserved 
one-seventh of man’s time from secular uses, has made the 


right to rest during that portion of time, one of the chiefest 


human rights, and made the obligation of rest as binding on 
states and nations as on individuals. 


That the sole object of Sunday laws is to enforce 
religious observance of the day has been before ad- 


mitted by the leading Sunday iaw advocates. 


Rav. Wilbur Crafts declared, Taking religion out 


of the day, takes the rest out.” 
Dr. Joe Cock, lecturing on Sunday laws, said, 
“Tas experience of centuries shows, however, that 


you wil in vaia endeavor to preserve Sunday as a 


day of rest unless you preserve it as a day of wor- 
ship. Unless Sabbath observance be founded upon 
religious ressons you will not long maintain it.” 

I6 being admitted that Sunday is a religious inati- 
tution, any legislation, national, state, county, or 
municipal, in regard to its observance must be un- 
constitutional. i 

How men should conduct themselvs toward their 
fellow-men, it is for civil government to decide; 
that is the vary purpose of its existence; but as re- 
garda our duty toward God, no civil government 
can of right hav anything to do; that resta solely 

. between man and his God. 

Civil government has nothing to do with what we 
owe to God, or whether we owe him anything or not, or 
whether, if we do owe him anything, we pay it or not. 

George Washington said: “Every man who con- 
duots himself es a good citizen is accountable alone 
to God for his religious faith, and is to ba protected 
in worshiping God according tothe dictates of his 
own conscience.” 

Our national Constitution provides that the civil 
government shall hav nothing to do with religion, or 
what pertains to God; but shall leave that to every 
man’s conscience and his God. As long as he is a 
good eitiz n the civil government must protect him 

‘and leave him perfectly free to worship whom he 
pleases, when he pleases, as he pleases, or not at all 
if he pleases. 

In 1796 in the treaty made with Tripoli, General 
Washington declared, “The Government of the 
United States of America is not in any sense founded 
on the Christian religion.“ 

The very first amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States was adopted by the first Congress 
in 1798, * Congress shall make no law respecting an 
estabiishment of religion, or prohibiting the free ex- 
ercise thereof.” 

The state constitution of Washington, Art. I, sec. 
11, reads: “ Absolute freedom of conscience in all 
matters of religious sentiment, belief, and worship 
shall be guaranteed to every individual, and no one 
shall be molested or disturbed in person or property 
on account of religion.” 

The plea heretofore insisted on, and the sophism 
with which some judges hav sought to justify their 
perversion of right, justice, and the sacred provisions 
of the Constitution, has been: the enforced Sunday 
observance was not a religious but a civil law. Sun- 
day advocates declare they do not desire a law to 
enforce religious observance of the day, but s civil 
law, a sanitary ordinance, their interest not being for 
the upholding a religious observance, but a loving 
desire to provide reat for the poor dear wage- 
Workers. 

Now the chief organ of the God-in-the-Constitu- 
tion and the Sabbath Union fanatics, representing 
the majority of the Protestant ministers and their 
churches, admits the truth, that it is not a civil enact- 
ment they are working for, but a law to compel 
religious observance of Sunday. 

Religious zeal enlists the strongest prejudices of 
the human mind ; and when misdirected under the 
delusiv pretext of doing God service, excites the 
worst passions of our nature. When man undertakes 
to become God's avenger he becomes a demon. 
Driven by the frenzy of a religious zeal, he loses 
avery gentle feeling, forgets every claim alike of 
justice, mercy, and humanity, and becomes ferccious 
and unrelenting. 

If there is a day which the almighty desires should 
be exclusiviy devoted to his worship—and remem- 
ber, the proof both biblical and historical is that 
S^ urday, the seventh, and not Sunday, the first, is 
thas day—would it not be better to rely on his 
almighty power than on the arm of the law? 

C. B. Rxxxorps, Sec. Wash. Sec. Union. 


step they never will. 


-ban of taxation. 


A Great, Big Time. 
When the words, “ A Great, Big Time," are written 
by a Portsmouth Secularist, descriptiv of a Free- 
thought meeting or Liberal lecture course, you are 


Bafe in wagering your last artiele of value that 


Rome has howled just once again. 
Our first “big time" was when the fourteenth 
congress pursued its mission in our midst. This 
was last November. Our second “ big time” began 


last Saturday night, and finished with the midnight |. 


hours of Tuesday. Its dimensions did not equal 
those of the congress, but it was a “big. time,” all 
the same. A free lecture-course we had; Samuel P. 
Putnam was the speaker, and the Grand Opera 
House the places. His lectures were able and pro- 
found. His best efforts were those of the opening 
and closing nights respectivly, the subject of the 
former being “The Dsmands of Liberalism,” and 
that of the latter, “ The Religious Conspiracy." This 
last it seemed to me was Ais masterpiece. His 
whole soul was in its delivery. Grandly, magnif- 
icently he presented it, showing the position of the 
Catholic church and its allies in the politics of 
to-day. His tribute to our flag and our country’s 
Constitution was a wonderful piece of acting, stirring 
the patriotism and winning the admiration of his 
hearers. In short, all his talks were an unfolding of 
magnetic oratory, adorned by strong, convincing 
words. 

The distinguished gentleman was with us four 
days and five nights. He came within our gates last 
Friday night, when he was met by a committee of 
citiz:ns, royally received, and then driven to the 
Biggs’s, his headquarters during his stay. The draw- 
ing cards to. his lectures were open-air concerts 
by the River City band, under the leadership of 
Prof. George Kah; sweet singing by Maguolia 
Quartet, composed of Messrs. Shunake, Woods, 
Haley, and Justice; and piano music by Miss Sarah 
Stevens. Of the open-air concerts it can be said, 
they equaled those of traveling professional bands. 
The music they gave was of that catchy character 
that thrills the frame of man and sets his feet to 
patting. To this band we tip our hat and offer up 
—not a prayer—but three rousers and a tiger. 

Magnolia Quartet did well They always do. 


"They are natural-born singers, and make notes, 


sweetly entrancing, do their bidding. 

The piano selections by Miss Stevens were ex- 
ceedingly fine. Her pretty touching of the ivory 
keys brought forth that which makes of earth 
psradise—the best and choicest music. 

By way of advertising we were granted space in 
the local columns of all our city papers, both before 
and after the lecture. The sidewalks and street 
crossings were chalked in big and glaring letters 
thus: Putnam at the Grand,” “Putnam’s Free 
Lecture, July 11, 12, 13, and 14; Free!” and other 
similar phrases; and dodgers reading thus as ap- 
pended were scattered throughout the city: 

' FREE LzoTURES! 
At the Grand Opera House, 
Commencing Saturday, July 11th, and continuiog Sunday, 
Monday, and Tuesday nights. 
Hon. Samuel P. Putnam, Humanity’s Friend, the speaker. 
Open-air concerts by River City band. 
Sweet singing by Magnolia Quartet—Shunake, Woods, 
Haley, and Justice. 
And other musical attractions. 

Every body invited. Admission Free. 

At the wind-up of the lecture course I presented 
the following, which was adopted, and ordered 
inseribed on our minutes and published in Secular 
papers: ` 

The ability and the genius of Samuel P. Putnam shine 
out across the Secular world like stars of the morning.” 
His efforts on behalf of intellectual liberty are felt and rec- 


ognized by the masses of our land. This and more his visit 


reiterates and acclaims. Therefore be it 

R:solo d, That the Portsmouth Secular Union extends its 
unanimous appreciation of the gentleman named; and fur- 
ther, that to him we giv our thanks and cheers, and our 
best and choicest wishes. 

Thus closed the visit of Samus! P. Putnam to old 
Portsmouth. True, it was his first, but it shall not 
be his last. We like him. He is, as Ingersoll says, 
“a person who compels the admiration of all who 
love the just snd the true.” Wit S. ANDRES. 

Portsmouth, O., June 15, 1891. 

— tll i — 


The Way to Tax the Churches. 


There are Nine Demands the Liberals of the land 
demand, and hav long so done, and as yet got none 
of them, and unless they take some more effectiv 
One—and the most important 
one—is, equal taxation of all property, and no privi- 
leged exemption of any sort or persons. The question 
is, How can we accomplish this reform? We cannot 
expect to get all of our desired reforms in a lump 
ard at one time. We are to get them one at a time; 
and taxation of churches and clergymen is one of the 
most important of them all, and is the most obtain- 
able of all, for nearly all people would be glad to 
hav all such exempted property brought under the 
Now, the way to proceed to obtain 
& law for taxing all such exempted property is to 
commence in our ‘primary political meetings, com- 
mencing with our caucus gatherings, putting in 


nomination persons for legislatures pledged to use all 
honorable means in their power to procure a state 
law taxing all property alike. But few would object 
to such a movement, and these few would objact 
from selfishness more than from justice. Ifthe com- 
mon people, the ones who suff zr the injustice of our 
present taxation laws, will use the power that is in 
their hands, and nominate persons who will use their 
ud for so desirable an end, relief will soon be 

ad. 
Ministers, and that class of people they so easily 
control, are ever watchful and ready to obtain legis- 
lativ favors, and when they cannot get them openly, 
they pet them on the sly, ss in the case of their 
Sabbath law, which is, “If a man is seen carrying in 
hand a fish-pole on the Sabbath, or a gun on the 
Sabbath, it is prima facie evidence he is violating a 
Sabbath law snd must be punished.” 

I hope Tume Truru REKER and all other good 
papers will sgitate this subject of putting in nomina- 
tion to compose our next state Assembly persona 
instructed to obtain a law that will afford relief 
from this unfair exemption in taxation. 

This thing ought to hav been resorted to long ago, 
and then the evil so long complained of would not 
now be in existence. Think of this thing, ye. 
overburdened tax-payers—like Sinbad, in the tale 
of the “Nights,” who carried the old man on his 
shoulders and did not know enovgh to throw him 
cff Let every man pay his own debts, his own in- 
terest, and his own taxes, and not depend on others. 

Hamilton, N. Y. Caruton NIR. 

— — — : 
The Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence 
a Myth. 


In the Open Court of July 21 Mr. Conway has an 
article on the D:claration of Independence from 
which I extract the following: 

From the county of Mecklenburg, N. C., came resolutions 
passed May 31 and June 10, 1775, demanding the orgamza- 
tion of an independent government. Congress would not 
allow such treasonable resolutions to be read before it, and 
the written records were lost. Jefferson pronounced the 
Mecklenburg resolutions mythical. But lately a copy of the 
South Carolina Gazette of June 18, 1775, has been discovered 
containing the resolutions. It is in Charleston, and I hav 
Been a photograph copy. : 

Mr. Conway is mistaken in saying that “the writ- 
ten records were lost." Not oniy did some of them 
appear in Northern newspapers, but he will fiad them 
ek tire in Wheeler's “History of North Carolina,” 
published in 1851; and they are extracted from the 
South Carolina Gazette and County Journal of 
June, 1775. i i 

It is misleading to say that“ Jefferson pronounced 
the Mecklenburg resolutions mythical.” In 1819 
John Adams transmitted to Jefferson a copy of four 
resolutions purporting to hav been adopted at Ohar- 
lotte, N. O., May 20 1775, which strikingly paralleled 
with the Declaration of Independence. Jefferson 
had never: before heard of them, and pronounced 
them spurious. To hav admitted their genuinness 
would hay convicted himself of plagiarism. Even 
John Adams was not long in discrediting them. 

But neither Adams nor Jefferson was aware (or 
possibly may hav forgotten) that there was a meeting 
at Charlotte, N. O., May 31, 1875, which passed not 
those four but twenty other resolutions of a revolu- 
tionary character, though falling short of a declara- 
tion of independence, and containing no expressions 
paralleling the Declaration of July 4, 1776. 

Those twenty resolutions were transmitted to 
England by Governor Wright of Georgia, June 20, 
1775, and by Governor Martin of North Oarolins, 
June 30, 1775. I quote part of Governor Martin's 
letter to the secretary of state, London: i l 

The resolves of the committee of Mecklenburg, which 
your lordship will find in the inclosed newspaper, surpass all 
the horrid and treasonable publications that the inflammatory 
spirits of the continent hav yet produced. . Acopy 
of these resolves, I am informed, were sent off, by express, 
to the Congress at Philadelphia, as soon as they were passed 
in the committee. 

For a few years past the people of North Caro- 
lina hav been celebrating the so-called Mecklenburg 
Declaration of Independence of May 20,1775. The 
date is wrong by eleven days. Old style is said to 
hav been followed in thet colony, so that May 20;h 
was actually May 313t new style. Nor did that 
meeting pass any resolution like the following: 

Resolved, That we do hereby declare ourselvs a free and 
independent people, and of right ought to be a sovereign 
and self-governing association, under the control of no power 
other than that of our God and the general government of 
the Congress, to the maintenance of which independence we 
solemnly pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and 
our most sacred honor. 

This was one of the four fabricated resolutions 
first published in 1819, which dumfounded Adams, 
and, if genuin, would hav proved Jefferson a plagia- 
rist. The people of Mecklenburg county did rebel 
and did form an independent local government; and 
thus resolved to continue that self-government 
until instructions from the Provincial Congress reg- 
ulating the jurisprudence of the province shall pro- 
vide otherwise, or the legislativ body of Great Brit- 
sin resign ita unjust and arbitrary pretensions with 
respect to America." 
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It was a bona fide local rebellion in Mecklenburg 
county, but there is no language in the twenty reso- 
Intions of May 31, 1775, which parallela with the 
"Dielsration of Ir dependence of July 4, 1776; and 
had Jefferson in 1819 been aware of the existence of 


those genuin resolutions he would not hay disered- 


ited them. It was the fabricated resolutions that ke 
pronounced mythical. W. H. Burr. 
. Washington, D. C., July 16, 1891. , 


. The A and Z of Money. 
All that money can do is to pay the difference 
srising from the exchange of things. It was born 
of. debt, and no matter whether we use metal or 


paper signs they represent credit (confidence or 


trust) in eireulation. Withdraw our corfidence in 
gold and it is worthless; place that confidence in 
eads and they do all the work of money. 

Why hav governments generally been the issuers 
cf the money signs? Simply because they are the 
largest creditors of and debtors to their people, 
drawing from them the revenues and paying the 
revenues out to their servitors and contractors. 
"Therefore the executivs stamped their effigies on 
the pieces of money to indicate they would be 
received back in payment of taxes. 

As governments are merely agents, we may say 
that the servitors and contractors owe services and 
commodities to people and people owe back to the 
servitors. the like things. When the service is 
rendered the money tckens are given in evidence 
thereof, and receivers deliver them back to people for 
things they require. Now, if any company of men 
were doing business and had within themselvs all. 
the things their employees want, you would not find 
them going about to dig gold at the cost of a dollar 
for.a hundred cents’ worth, or borrowing bills of 
other men to settle so simple a transaction. Auy 
simple cheap sign would suffice. In fact, our banks 
use the clearing-house to settle their vast transac- 
tions. And but for their interference people (7. e., 
government) would do likewise. Every dollar bill 
issued goes first to servitors, oontracters, pensioners, 
eto, who call on people for commodities, etc., and 
from the people it goes right iuto their treasury in 
payment of revenue. Some $3,000,000 per day are 
thus put into circulation. But we either buy gold 
or borrow bills, and burden our currency with this 
useless cost for the people to pay. 

Oae word more. As money is not the thing used, 
which thing is its representativ, we viclate the very 
law of its being by declaring any rare precious 
metal to be the money. This enables afew to monop- 
olize all money. But nature asserta herself against 
our statutes, because, from ninety-four to ninety- 
eight per cent of all money sigus are of paper suv- 
posed to be based on somebody’s gold or silver. So 
when panic comes, as if must often do under such 
abominable misregulation, the whole ninety.four or 
ninety-eight per cent stands for redemption by the 
six or two per cent of metal as the case may be. 

Oan anyone deny the facis and principles herein 
laid down? 
` Come on with the old sneer about cheap money 
aud over-issues, as though cheapness were evil, as 
though over-issues of paper were worse or different 
from over-issues of gold or silver. Declare the real 
money to be the only lawful money and one dollar 
paper will always equal one hundred cents. 

Hott. 
ooo 
Is Immortality Being Demonstrated ? 


. We think it may be conceded asa fact, that the 
msjoriiy of this world of humanity hope for immor- 
tality or & continuation of existence after death ; 
and it is only among the learned logicians that the 
subject becomes a matter of doubt. This latter con- 
dition of thought has the logic of the schools to 
support its skepticism, and when through simple 

. Spiritualism its advocates attempt to enforce proof 
leading to conviction, these learned savants scorn- 
fully reject its evidence with a pooh, pooh. 

It was on the death of the writer’s wife in the year 
1832 that his attention was forced seriously to reflact 
on immortality. That an intelligent and beloved 
companion should in one short minute be a rational, 
conversable being, aud in the next a speechless 
corpse! . 

As the Bible and New Testament throw nc light 

on this ambiguous subject, the writer had, like the 
reat of humanity, to wait for tbe developments taking 
place at Hydesville by the Fox family, that an 
intercourse could be obtained through spirit rap- 
pings and other manifestations. It was found at 
Hydesville, after numerous trials, that spirits could 
rap out their sentiments by responding to the call 
of the alphabet. From this time forward the work 
was done. 
. Although the Jewish Bible throws no light on 
the subject of Spiritualism, there are yet abundant 
4ccounts to show that under the head of witchoraft 
íneir invisible friends tried various crude ways to 
get themselvs recognized by mortals. 

In the second bock of Moses, called Exodus, verse 


18, chapter xxiii, it is commanded, “Tnou shalt not | 


suffar a witch to liv.” This command is found 
intermixed with instructions to the then dominant 
priesthood. Under the hesd of witchoraft, one can 
easily imagin every species of performance, orgie, 
and mysterious incantation now better understood 
under the more modern titles of animal magnetism, 
mesmerism, impressible psychology, hypnotism, and 
lastly, Spiritualism. 

I think the word witchoraft occurs thirteen times 
in the Hebrew Bible. Saul, the first king of the 
Jews, was anointed to fill that office by the high 
priest Samuel, and he was particularly severe on the 
practice of witchcraft, seeming to dread its disturb- 
ing ix fluence; for he declared death to anyone hav- 
ing a familiar spirit (probably now recogniz:d as a 
clairvoyant), ° 

And yet, bad as was King Saul’s opinion of -witch- 
craft, he could not but acknowledge its truth and 
efficacy ; for in his desperation, when the priesthood 
and the people went against bim, he, in disguise with. 
a few followers, sought out the woman at Endor to 
obtain advice; and she, at the risk of her life, raised 
the spirit of Samuel, who truthfully told his fate, 
that to-morrow the battle would go sgainst him and 


he and his two sons would be slain. 


We seem to be awakening now in this age toa 
recognition of another and more refined realm of 
existence after denth. Principles ever remain the 
same, and it is little wonder that like principles in 
their operation should produce like effects. The 
well-orgenized, comfortable priesthood of to.day are 
& far-sighted set of tradesmen; and when the time 
arrives when religion is not based as now, on igno- 
rance and pretense, but on the scientific contempla- 
tion of facts, there will be Jess charlatanism, less 
superficial ostentation and reilgious parade, but true 
scientific piety. l ^. Davi» Broor. 

— — —— 
Some Soul Questions Answered. 


Oa pages 237 and 238 of W. S. Bell’s Hand 
Book of Freethought,” I find a series of twenty-five 
soul questions which I propose to answer, believing 
that I can answer the most of them correctly. 

1. Where does the soul come from? Ans. It is 
everywhere and can come from anywhere. 

2. Is the soul an entity or non-entity? Ans, An 
entity. : i 

8. Of what is the soul composed? Ans. Electricity. 

4. When does the soul enter the body, before or 
after birth? Ans. Before birth it enters the fetus 
with the blood through the umbilicus. After birth 
it enters with every bite of food, with every drink of 
water, and with every inspiration of sir. 

5. In what part of the body is the soul? Ans. In 
all parts of it. " 

6. If the soul is in all parts of the body, what 
becomes of that part of the soul contained in an 
amputated part of a living body? Ans. It goes 
with the amputated part, but ceases to animate it, 
because its supply of constructiv material is cut off; 
it then acts destructivly upon the amputated part. 

7. Is the soul an organization independent of the 
body? Ans. No. ` 

8. Does the soul develop as the body develops? 
Ans. As every material molecule has its quantum of 
soul associated with it, the strength snd quantity cf 
the individual soul increases with the body, and vice 
versa. 

9. Is the soul of an infant of the same size and 
weight as the soul of an adult? Aus. It has no 
weight; it is imponderable. . 

10. Is the soul of a negro of the same color as the 
soul of a Oaucasian? Aus. It has no color, it is 
invisible. . 

11. Is the soul of an idiot as well developed as 
the soul of an intelligent person? Ans. Its material 
battery is defectiv and it works imperfectly. 

12. When does the soul lesve the body . . . ? 
Ans. It is all the time leaving the body with the 
exhalations, perspirations, and excrements. When 
the body dies its quantum of soul remains with it 
and acts destructivly upon it, instead of constructivly. 

14 If a living person was placed in an air-tight 
jar sealed hermetically at death, how would the soul 
make its exit? Aus. If the jar was glass, a non- 
conducting material, it could not make its exit. 

17. Where and at what distance from the earth is 
the soul land located? Ans. The earth is just as 
much a soul land as any other lend? 

21. OF what shape is the soul? Ans. It has no 
shape. It flows in circuits in and around material 
bodies. . 

22 Ok what color is the soul? It bas no color. 

28. Does the soul retain its sex? Ans. What is 
ealied positiv and negativ electricity are the sexes of 
soul, and they were married and became one before 
we got acquainted with them, and we cannot divorce 
them. 

24. When and where are the souls made, or did 
they always exist? Ans. No one can answer that 
question. Soul existed before men began to write 
history. The souls of men are only made in the 
sense that a drop of water is made in the cloud or a 
drop of dew on s grass blade. 

25. We hav five infallible witnesses to prove the 


existence of matter, namely, hearing, seeing, tasting, 
smelling, and feeling. By these five witnesses we 
prove the existence and component parts of matter. 
Oan you by the sid of these five senses prove the 
existence of souls? Ans. By the sid of thesa five 
senses we can prove that there is a diffzrence between 
a live man and a dead one. The dead man kas all 
the material in him that the live man has, yet he 
lacks the five senses, because the soul has gone to 
sleep. We can see lightning and hear thunder, but 
we cannot see the agent or force which produces it. 
We can see material bodies attract and repel each 
other, but we cannot discover by our senses the thing 
that makes them do it. We can change their attrac- 
tion and repulsion without adding material to them 
or taking it from them. If we touch any material 
body which is more highly charged with electricity 
than our bodies, 3. e., has more then its quantum of 
soul, we experience a change of feeling, yət we can 
not see, hear, taste, smell weigh, or messure the 
thing which produced that sensation. 
I find some quotations from Prof. John Tyndall 
on pages 232-233 of this Hand Bock," which show 
that Professor Tyndall had the cart a pulling the 
horse. He had matter the foros governing mind. 
If I were to say that I regarded brick as the power 
by which houses were built, the peopie would either 
dub me as s crank, or would think that I did not 
understand the use of language and bad made it say 
something which I did not maen. P. F. SHUMAXER, 
Flat Creek, La., June 22, 991. 


P. S.—Prof. John Tyndall was a Materialist, and 
had exalted ideas of matter. Some authorities define 
the word matter in such a manner as to make it 
cover the universe. Webster's “Practical Diction- 
ary,” in defining matter, saya: “Subject cf thought, 
emotion, speech, or action.” Now, this is trying to 
drive deity and soul entirely out of the field. I 
make a distinction and divide the universe into two 
entities, electricity [spirit] and matter. Matter 
is ponderable, electricity is not. The phenomena of 
chemistry indicate that matter consists of indisgol- 
uble and indestructible atoms. There are no pho. 
nomena indicating that electricity is composed of 
atoms. 

It is ssid that Dr. Franklin botiled electricity and 
corked it up. If this be true, it seems to me that 
electricity was disassociated with matter. P. F. S. 


— Ot 
Parochial School Diseiplin. 
From the Antigo, Wisconstn, Republican. 

The most shocking and horrible spactacle of 
human brutality imaginable was brought to our 
attention Monday. F. Wege and wife came into our 
office immediately after dinner, having with them two 
bright-locking little girls, one nine and the other 
eleven years of age. They asked usto look at the 
hands, wrist, and arms of the two little girls. We 
did, and found them to be veritable pr ff bells. The 
little palms were as swollen as the skin would permit, 
and the fingers were like inflated bladders. Black 
and blue spots and open cuts were noticeable all 
over the hands and wrists. Weasked the cause of 
such plight, and this is what the parents told us: 

“The little girls hav been attending the Oatholic 
parochial school. One week ago we tock them to 
the matinee of ‘Little Lord Fontleroy, given by the 
Noble Brothers. They were told by the sistera who 
are in charge of the school, not to attend; in case 
they did they would be punished. We kept them 
home one week, and when they returned to school 
this morning they were whipped with rawhides, with 
the result you see. Besides, the little girls were told 
if they ssid anything to us about the whipping they 
would be punished more severely, if they (the teach- 
ere) found it out.” 

We asked if the little girls told the teachers that 
they had the consent of their parents tio go to the 
show. 

“Yes,” was the answer, and the teachers said 
that made no difference, they must do as they told 
them, and not as their parents said.“ 

The parents ssid if the little giris hed wished to 
keep the fact of the whipping a secret, they could 
not hav done it, because their hands were so badly 
lacerated that they could nof handle the knives and 
forks at the dinner table. . 

They were thoroughly sroused over the inhuman- 
ity of the teachers and said they would see if there 
were not some way to punish them in the courts. 
They said they had all the experience of the paro- 
chial echools they wanted. Hereafter their children 
would attend the public school. 

Tuesday a warrant was issued by Judge Finucane 
against Sister Luidgardes for whipping the children. 
She was brought into court, and the csse was con- 
tinued until the return of Father Takken, who wes 
absent from the city. 


— . — — 
How powerful is the empirs of words when they 
hav once been receivsd. Tas multitude seze upon 
words which fill all mouths evan io the midst of facts 
the most contrary. — Napolon Bonaparte. 
— . — 


Senp for catalog of our pab.ucatiwns. Sant freo 
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Gommunications. 


Why I Cannot Be a Christian.—Concluded. 


In these latter days the priest vehemently asserts 
that all improvements in the condition of mankind are 
due to the Christian religion. But the fact is, retro- 
gression in everything that belongs to liberty and 
progress took place during centuries of Dark Ages 
under Ohristian domination, and proves the assump- 
lion false. Man is now progressing in spite of a 
eroaking, threatening priesthood. 

Many of the historical asseverations in the gospels 
cannot be true. A monk in his cloister, where no 
light cf the natural world ean enter, is ever ready 
to invent g circumstance that may add support to his 
particular theory. Hence, we kav the story of the 
immaculate conception in one place, and the claim 
that Joseph is the father of Jesus in another. Thus 
we hay the story of the “holy family” fleeing into 
Egypt, not so much to escape the sword of Herod 
as “that the scripture might be fulfilled.” Thus 
we hav many other ridiculous things done “ that 
the seripture might be fulfilled" Aud thus 
we hay the stories that the earth was darkened for 
three hours at the time of the crucifixion ; that the 
earth did quake; that the graves were opened and 
many bodies of the saints came out of the graves 
and appeared unto many, eto. 

Now, Judea was the particular spot on this earth 
where all these marvels are said to hav taken place, 
and this spot was governed at that time by authority 
of the Roman empire. Had these wonders of the 
gospels actually occurred, surely such historians and 
poets as Philo, Pliny, and Josephus, all of whom 
flourished about the time, must hav heard something 
of them. Strange that these learned men wrote 
nothing about such momentous events, while later 
on the Christian monk saw how earch tale would 
round out his theory and “fulfill the scripture.” 
Herod was amenable to Rome, and Rome was tolerant 
of all religious. He could not hav slaughtered the 
infants of Bethlehem without being impeached. 
Yet, notwithstanding the lamentations of the moth. 
ers, none save the writers of the gospels ever knew 
of this terrible method of fulfilling scripture. Accord- 
ing to this story, instead of Jesus dying for the 
sake of others, these children died for his sake. 
Such grossly manufactured testimony is tolerated 
only in theology. 

The quotations in the New Testament from the 
Old, such as “He shall be called a N'zirene," 
“They parted my raiment among them, and for my 
vesture they did east lots,” “A bone cf him shall 
not be broken,” eto., “That the scripture might be 
fulfilled,” in their original import furnish no ground 
Gan attempt to make Jesus or any other man a 

od. i 
While Jesus lived no one, not even his apostles, 
thought him a God; and to this day his own coun- 
trymen, save & mere handful, scout the ides that ever 
a Jew was born a God. The story of his immaculate 
conception was au afterthought and does not stand 
alone. The conesption of his cousin John the Bap- 
tiat was brought about by the same accommodating 
angel in the same manner; and the Buddhists be. 
lieve that Buddha had a like supernatural con- 
ception. 

This globe on which we dwell is only one of myr- 
iads circling in the heavens, and the priests tell us 
that the almighty creator of all these worlds 
gathered himself up in the similitude of a Jew, 
suffered hunger and stripes at the hands of his own 
creatures, and, with the weight of the sins of the 
world crushing him in supernatural agony, died 
sn ignominious death on a cross. How can we re- 
spect the great ruler of all things and believe such 

absurd stuff? 

Fourth: Some conclusions. 

Never yet was progress made in truth and liberty 
of thought but through Infidelity to existing ortho- 
-doxy. Oonservativ orthodoxy would keep the world 
in perpetual bondage, but Infidelity forces it to shift 
its position. Jesus was an Infidel. He denounced 
the priests and rich monopolists, prophesied the ele- 
vation of the poor, and suffered martyrdom for his 

Infidelity to the then prevailing orthodoxy. 

The teachings of Jesus were welcomed by the poor 

far and wide in the Roman empire, and the sagacious 
Constantine, by adopting the cross for his banner, 
made himself emperor. 

On the breaking up of the Roman empire, which 
began soon after, Christianity had become so strong 
that its church established sn orthodoxy more into!- 
erant than ever ; and for a thousand years thereafter 
this church held the mind of man in bondage, not 
allowing an Infidel to breathe the fresh air of heaven. 
This church destroyed or prohibited everything not 
consistent with its supernatural dogmas. Scarcely 
a discovery was made in astronomy, in natural his- 


tory, or in physical science that did not meet with 


condemnation and persecution at the hands of ig- 
norant, bigoted Ohristians. Even Newton was ac- 
cused of “ dethroning the deity." The knowledge 
of the world was nearly obliterated. The sun of 


human progress was forced to set in a long night of 
Dark Ages, and the fearful torch of hell was the 
substitute. The Dark Ages indisputably were the 
result of church power and intolerance. It was not 
till the fourteenth century that, owing to compara- 
tiv laxity of church supervision, men began again to 
think, to write, to publish ; and heresy and Infidelity 
grew apace. The Reformation soon followed ; and 
in the contest between an “infallible church” and 
those who claimed the right to differ with it, millions 
of lives hav been sacrificed. In the collision the old 
church was rent in pieces; and each one of the 
pieces now claims, in face of all history, that the 
Christian church has been at all times the special 
promoter and supporter of liberty and progress. 
No claim could be more false. The philosopher, 
scientist, and heretic are not now tortured in prison 
or roasted alive, for the divided church has lost its 
former power. But the fragments of the once uni- 
versal church are now itching for more influence 
and control, and already there are symptoms of a 
growing disposition to again unite; already Prot- 
estant and Oatholie priests shake hands on the 
same platform. Woe be to man when the different 
sects unite their forces to again stifla intellectual 
progress. The battle for liberty will then hav to 
be fought again. 

Exercising the right to examin and reject the 
supernatural dogmas of & superannuated church is 
good Infidelity. The success of the Revplution of 
1776 was due largely to Infidelity. The dogmas of 
the divine right of kings and the duty to “ obey the 
powers ihat be,” as taught by the church, were 
ignored by the patriots. Many prominent men of 
that day were Infidels. Washington declares, in a 
letter to a friend, The government of the United 
States is not in any sense founded on the Christian 
religion" . ; 

To day the fast is self-evident that liberty an 
progress advance in line with Infidelity to the super- 
natural dogmas of the church. In England and the 
United States, where these benefits are enjoyed in 
the greatest degree, do we find the most Infidelity ; 
while in nations where a united church retains the 
mastery ecclesiastic slavery still exists. It is also 
true that in the bighest intellectual centers we find 
the most positiv Infidelity. 

And this Infidelity is now influential enough 
throughout a large portion of Obristendom to pre- 
vent the use of dungeon and thumbscrew for heresy. 
It hag compelled the priest to preach love and mercy. 
He no longer dares in dramatic action to suspend by 
a single hair the struggling infant over a yawning 
gulf of fire to frighten sympathetic mothers and 
timid children into becoming profitable Obristians. 
He formerly daclared morality and man’s good works 
to be but © fithy rags.” He now advocates morality 
and right living. He is shifting his base of ortho- 
doxy to less offensiv ground, and Infidelity is the 
activ cause. 

Nations rose and fell before the Christian era, and 
they hav risen and fallen since. But some law in- 
dependent of Christianity has governed the process. 
Ancient Egypt, with her wonderful architecture 
based on astronomic knowledge, and Phæœnicis, with 
her lost arts” which are as yet scarcely recovered, 
had been despoiled by the conqueror. Obristianity 
was thinly planted on their ruins, but it did not re- 
suscitate them. Greece, possessing the only lan- 
guage adapted to science and philosophy, with her 
sculptors, poets, and orators who are the envy of 
the modern student, was in a state of decline when 
Paul preached at Athens, and in spite of gospel 
preaching she continued to decline. Rome was at 
her zenith of power and grandeur at the beginning 
of the Ohristian era. As Ohristianity gradually rose, 
the empire gradually fell; and at last, in the fifth 
century, state and church joined hands, and entered 
the Dark Age, where they remained in embrace 
for a thousand years. 

All the characteristics of greatness and prosperity 
of Greece and Rome were antecedent to the Chris- 
tian era. And the frequent claim of the priest that 
to Christianity is due all the progress in civilization 
and culture is, I repeat, the champion falsehood. 

Obristianity was preached with considerable suo- 
cess throughout western Asia and northern Africa 
for five hundred years, after which Mohammedanism 
took its place changing the worship to Allah and his 
prophet. Two-thirds of the Christian area at the 
time was lost. Surely, were Ohristianity the divine 
thing it is claimed to be, its divine founder would 
take better care of it. 

Mankind pegged away on this earth many thou- 
sands of years without Obristianity. Strange that 
such a pearl beyond price” should hav been with- 
held so long, and doled out now only to the few 
elect. But it is not one of the necessaries of life. 
Great and good men hav lived without it. The 
house of a Obristian is just as likely to be struck by 
lightning as one built by an Infidel. The evidence 
is all around us that a belief in the divinity of Jesus 
does not necessarily make a man wise and honest; 
neither does such a belief make him forgiving, for 
as a rule he admires the idea of an eternal hell for 
those who differ with him. According to his sense 


of honor and right, not to his dogmatic faith, is a 
man to be trusted. : 

Ohristians are ever ready to falsely assert that an 
Infidel must be an Atheist. On the contrary, gener- 
ally an Infidel believes there is au intelligent power 
in or beyond nature who creates and governs all 
things. But he denies the ability of man to go- 
beyond nature in search of such power, and by pre- 
tended interviews find out his decrees. The priest 
claims to be divinely commissioned to preach his own 
particular dogmas, and that we must believe him or 
perish. He is familiar with supernatural and eternal 
concerns ; knows just what the Lord wants of us 
here, and what he will do with us hereafter. . Appar- 
ently he is as certain of the instructions under his 
commission as if he had just dined with the almighty. 
Taka note: It is the priest, not the almighty, whom 
I dispute. I deny his credentials. 

* And you would destroy the promis of salvation 
through Jesus!" says an alarmed Christian. Nay, 
rather I would destroy the prospect of damnation 
through him of the many, for according to Matthew 
“ few will be saved.” . 

* But,” it is urged, “ you will destroy all hope of 
immortality.” Not at all. If we are immortal 
creatures, no opinion of a Paul or s pope will make us 
otherwise. Myriads of human beings hav lived and 
died before and since the Obristian era who knew 
nothing of Jesus. ' Man was immortal, if at all, 
before Jesus lived. . 

Man is born to life on this earth; snd whether he 
likes it or not, it is plainly his duty and his gain to 
improve the condition of himself and those about 
him, and to increase the means of comfort and happi- | 
ness here. If he follow this course, he will find 
enough to do and to enjoy, with little inclination to 
flounder in the abyss of some future existence. 

The man who is not content with this world, who 
dreams, prays, strives to liv in two worlds at once, 
is both ungrateful and conceited. And such a course 
tends to insanity. Oases of mental derangement 


from religious emotion and perplexity sre innumer- 


able. Sometimes whole families reject the enjoy- 
ments of life in the expectation of a sudden reap- 
pearance of Jesur. Many fancy themselvs called 
upon to fill some divine mission or to make some. 
sacrifice. Many degrees of religious insanity lie 
between the sickly youth who on the anxious seat 
strives to “work out his salvation with fear and 
trembling,” and the wretched father who slays his 
child in fancied obedience to a divine call. Freeman 
and his wife, like many others, put their whole 
minds on the Bible and lost their reason. 

All the divinity in the whole business centers in 
the magic wand of the priest. 

L. Gzazrwxrzír Rar. 


Should We Hav a Day of Rest? 


It is not a very pleasant position for one to be in 
when he is forced to differ with the great majority 
of those with whom he is associated in the great 
reform movement of the age, but it is my lot to be 
jusb in that position upon the Sunday question. 
Not that I hav any reverence for the seventh day of the 
week nor the first day, but that I am constrained to 
believe that one day of rest is essential to the human 
race. The writer was for many years a wage-worker, 
one who spent six days working for otherg, and it 
will be impossible to erase from his mind the satis- 
faction with which he regarded the coming of Sun- 
day, as it relieved him from toil and gave him a day 
to spend with his family and friends at home, and 1 
am fully persuaded that every working man and 
woman looks forward through the week to the com- 
ing of the one day of rest with no small degree of 
pleasure. Therefore I say that those who seek to 
abolish Sunday laws will arouse in the minds of the 
working classes a spirit of opposition that I feel we 
ought not to arouse. . 

Understand me distinetly, my brothers, I am not 
advocating Sunday laws as they are enforced in 
many cities, but I do advocate the enforcement of 
such legislation as will designate one day out of the 
seven days that shall be set apart as a day of rest 
and recreation for the benefit of the working people. 
A day in which the mills, factories, stores, etc., 
shall be compelled to shut down aud allow the 
laborer and wage-worker twenty-four hours in which 
to rest and refresh himself. The rich need no such 
day; every day is to them a holiday; therefore, an 
abolition of Sunday laws would work no injury to 
them; but take away this day of rest from the 
workingman and you deprive bim of the one day 
that he is with his family or in which he may enjoy 
himself. 

I feel satisfied that we are doing the cause of 
Liberal reform a serious injury in an indiscriminate 
attack upon Sunday laws, for the reasons above set 
forth; and as an humble worker in the cause of 
human freedom, I ask those who are engaged in this 
warfare against Sunday Jaws to stop and consider 
the effect of their work upon the poor. 

Without going into details I will say that nine- 
tenths of the wage-workers will oppose any effort to 
abolish these laws, and if we are ever to succeed in 
our warfare against the church, and its arrogant 
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claims, we must succeed through the assistance of | seed ” ideas of political economy will ultimately 
dethrone the imperialism of wealth now dominating 
a debtridden, monopoly cursed people. 
realm of thought Mr. Ingersoll should be regarded 
as a star of the first magnitude, yet from this it 
does not follow that his brilliancy wholly eclipses 
all “ lesser lighter.” Oa subjecta to which the great 
Agnostic has given special study, he is doubtless 
strongly intrenched against every opposition, and 
while with Tug Trura SEEKER we accord to him 
the “modesty of great genius,” it has also been 
truthfully ssid “the age of universal geniuses has 
passed,” and to find an occasional topic upon which 
Mr. Ingersoll is not in the van shculd cause no de- 
sertion from the great army of his admirers. 
man knows any more than he has learned, and the 
intelligent are as ignorant of what they do not 
know as are other people. . 

That money is the fiat of & sovereign government, 
independent of the substance upon which the decree 
is placed, is confidently accepted by hundreds cf 
thousands, the foremost of whose thinkers sre re- 
corded among the brainiest men and women of the 


the overtaxed and overworked masses; and if they 
see that we seek to take from them their day of rest, 
we Will at once awaken a spirit of opposition in them 
that no amount of argument can overcome. Say to 
the laborer, “ We intend to abolish Sunday laws and 
allow men to work and mills and factories to run 
every day in the week alike,” and nine out cf 
ten of them will oppose you. Not that they care one 
iota for Sunday as a religious Sabbath, but they 
look upon it. as a day that releases them from toil 
and givs them rest and recreation. Consequently, 
Iam fully convinced that in our attacks upon these 
Sunday laws we should be extremely guarded as to 
our utterances; and if Sunday must be abolished as 
a day of rest, then giv the working man and woman 
Monday or Wednesday or some other day in which 
all the different mills, stores, etc., must be closed 
and the laborer given his day of rest.. ; 

As one wedded to the cause of mental as well as 
political liberty, as ons enlisted for the war, I do not 
seek to antegonize those more fitted to lead than 
myself, but Iam only pleading for what I consider 
of vital importance to our cause, the sympathy and 
assistance of the working men and women. It is 
necessary, if we hav a day of rest, that it be one 
day in the seven and that that one day be observed 
by all. To allow the Jew to observe Saturday, the 
Obristian Sunday, and the Liberal some other day, 
will create confusion, but select one day and let that 
be. Saturday, Sunday, or Wednesday, and say to the 
people, “ This is to be observed as a day of rest and 
recreation for the benefit of the working people—s 
day in which they are to be allowed to visit the 
library, the theater, the racecourse, or remain with 
their families or go to the lecture hall, etc.”—and say 
to the rich merchant, manufacturer, or contractor, 
“This day must be so observed,” and you will allay 
any feelings of uneasiness that the wage-earner may 
feel, or may be aroused by designing people when 
discussing this question before them. 

Iam frequently met by this argument from my 
brother Libera's, who say we must not compel a 
man to observe any perticular day for rest: We 
must not say to the Christian, You must keep your 
place of business closed on Saturday,” nor to the 
Jew, “Xou must observe Sunday,” but we must 
allow a man to observe any or no day as it suits him. 
This argument is good, but it sffects cur brother 
who toils for his daily bread. The Jew would shut 
up his-shop on Saturday and work all day Sunday, 
and the Christian would shut up his shop on Sunday 
and work all day Saturday, and if some poor man 
who differed with either as to the day to be observed 
must work or giv up his position, must violate his 
conscience or lose his situation, then to settle 
all disputes and to allow the working people one 
day of rest, let us select one day of the seven and 
make that day a legal holiday, in which all men must 
quit work and shut down their mills and close up 
their stores and allow the toiling masses to enjoy 
themselve. Make that day just what reason and 
common sense teach us it should be, and as people 
become educated and, freed from the bondage of 
church superstition they will make it a glorious day 
for the human race. On that day let the theater be 
thrown open, let the library, the lyceum, the gymna- 
sium, the parks, the fairs, the exhibitions, and every 
place of amusement and instruction be opened to the 
poor and to their families. And if perchsnce some 
narrow, bigoted, dyspeptic creature should want to 
orawl into some dark synagog or church and wor- 
ship Jehovah or the devil, and he finds any satisfac- 
tion in so doing, let him on that or any other day he 

may see fit to select, go to church and preach, sing, 
and pray to his heart’s content. 

Now, dear readers, I am one of the rank and file. 
I make no pretensions to lead. Iam always ready 
to follow those older and more fitted to speak, but I 
simply throw out these thoughts for the good of our 
cause and to remove what seems to me to be a 
stumbling-block in the way of many that otherwise 
would east their lot and influence with us. 

Nashville, Tenn. H. Serres’ 


— . — 
Colonel Ingersoll’s Economie Opinions. 

In the columns of Tue TaurR SxzrkreR and many 
political reform papers throughout the country, Ool. 
Robert Ingersoll is the subject of much controversy. 
The finance, land, and transportation questions are 
the tripod (with numerous minor props) upon which 
is being erected the national People’s party, and 
when it is known that Mr. Ingersoll would knock 
from under our third party organization its strongest 
pillar, our financial theories, he can but be regarded 
as but partly with the laboring element mainly com- 
posing the new party, when it comes to methods of 
redress. That Wall street and our nation’s heads of 
accumulated wealth all over the country indorse Mr. 
Ingersoll’s monetary views is patent to all; end 
since no stretch of the imagination can hardly war- 
rant us in believing rich nabobs are not methodically 
selfish in their preachings and practices, their opin- 
ions should be received with a great degree of 
allowance, and the more uneasiness among them 
the more should the masses believe that the “ hay- 


From this fact alone, no one should be surprised 
if counter opinions fall flat when dropped, even by 
Mr. Ingersoll, among men who kav thought and are 
still thinking for themselvs upon the political ques- 
tions of the day. And when it is learned that the 
highest economic authorities of the world do not 
support Mr. Ingersoll’s intrinsic-value ideas of money, 
he should not suffer humiliation at the suggestion 
that he farther investigate this all-important subject. 
We consider the colonel a benefactor, but for the 
masses to accept dogmatically his or any other per- 
son’s political views, is to commit the same mistske 
as do the religious dupes who blindly swallow tue 
dogmas of priesteaft. : T 

Tecumseh, Neb. . 


— — . — 
To Watson Heston. 


O genius of the pencil, pen, 
A mental giant among men, 
A Hercules of power ; 
Your pen and pencil hav great might, 


Truth to defend, uphold the right, 


And make Old Error cower. 


Nor schools nor teachers gave you skill, ö 


But love of truth. persistence, will, 
Conception, and design; 

That fertil brain proclaims your power, 

Magnificent, of strength a tower,“ 
And from no “ royal line.” 


Culture, science, art, and truth, 
"Mid toil and poverty of youth, 
Inspired your human soul, 


‘That brain to think, that hand to trace, 


Show up old Superstition’s face, 
Aud godly priests’ control. 


The images of that brain prolific, 
From old Atlantic to Pacific, 

Hav saved, exalted, blessed; 
Shall crown you with immortal fame, 
Perpetuate your noble name 


But the mayor of that city says we must hav 
them.” Such is Christian civilization. i 
In another large city in this great Northwest 
there is an institution known as the “ Erring 
Woman's Refuge.“ where, as a recent report says, 
there ia a family of eighty persons, nearly all of them 
young girls. Oa my recent journey to Orange City 
I stopped in that city (Chicago), and was the guest 
of the superintendent, a long-time friend, Mrs. H. 
N. Woods, for a few daye. While there I used my 
Yankee proclivities for asking questions, making my- 
self acquainted by personal knowledge with some 
things in the history of erring woman that do not 
always get before the public. A short time before 
my visit there were sent to that institution girls 
to the number of fourteen, not one of them fifteen 
years of age. The police of the city had for some 
reason broken into a den containing these girls, as 
well as some of maturer age. These yourg girls 
were considered too young for the Bridewell ;” 
besides, they were suffering with sickness, some 
with a disease so foul that my pen refuses to 
name it (our government does not allow the use 
of naughty words lest the mail bag be defiled ; oh, 
righteous gavernment!) all stained, broken down 
puysieally and morally. Some of them had no feel- 
ing of guilt; saw no wrong in the life. If this is 
Obristian civilization, would not savage life be 
preferable ? 

But, Mr. Editor, would it not b» well to fiad ou$ 
if this assertion, We must hav them,” is trus. and 
what we are doing toward refuting this assertion? If 
my sex.is necessarily to be profaned by the more thau 
hellish lust of mav, we ought to kaow why the 
necessity, aud find an antidote. Whea this den was 
raided in Ohicago and these twelve helpless children 
sent to prison (for prison it is, only gilded), what 
became of those monsters who had stolen their inno- 
cence? Had twelve houses been robbed of jewels 
and plate to the amount of $12,000, how many 
detectivs would hav been empioyed to find the 
thieves, and when found all the powers cf the 
government would hav been called upon to convict 
and punish the robbers. Say you, the keeper of the 
brothel was fined or imprisoned? Was the keeper, the 
one degraded man, the real robber? I tell you, nay ! 
Why does a man—or, if you please, a woman—keep 
such places, only that men, respectable men, may 
come, and by paying the sum required, gratify the 
lust that destroys the innocence of my own sex? 
How profitable would such a business be if every 
man who contributed to its income was “spotted ” 
by a detectiv, tried for destroying a human being, 
a much more valuable articla than tha jowel that 
decks the person of the Indies of our households? 
Why does one sex go free and the other receive the 
penalty for wrong-doing? As long as the community 
allows two codes of morals, one for the masculin, 
the other for the feminin, so long will men respect- 
able enough to be mayors of our cities say, We 
must hav them.” 


Indelibly impressed. 


Your graphic pictures, diagrams, 
Expose most vividly the shams 
And falsities of man ; 
Freethought, truth, liberty contrast 
With all that human life doth blast 
And orthodoxy’s plan. 
Your pictures hav a thousand tongues 
To impress, illustrate human wrongs, 
And devilish, God-like deeds ; 
To bring to light both church and state, 
Their machinations small and great, 
Demolish heartless creeds. 
Great worker for the human race, 
You well deserve the highest place 
In human hearts and brains ; 
Nor writers nor impressiv speakers 
Wield greater power in TRUTH SEEKERS 
To sever.slavery’s chains. 
Oh, may your genius long remain, 
Truth, right, and justice to maintain, 
Spread scientific light. 
May all Freethinkers in the land 
Sustain you with both heart and hand 
In your most holy fight. : 
Columbus, Kan. J. H. Coox. 
— MÀ 
Christian Civilization, 

“But we must hav them." These words, accord- 
ing to. tke report of a large and respectable paper 
(the Sicux City Journal) were the answer of the 
mayor of Sioux City when asked by a reporter, 
„What will be done toward suppressing the houses 
of prostitution that infest this city?” And then the 
same paper goes on to describe some of the houses 
used for this nefarious purpose and the inmates. 
Alas for the deseription! Men of thirty-five and 
forty yeara of age closeted with young girls of fifteen 
years, mere children! In the four houses visited by 
this reporter, he says, not one girl was found over 
twenty years old. These girls were not from the 
dregs of society ; their language and dress showed 
them to be from what we are wont to call good fami- 
lies. Their beauty was not yet gone, their tones 
were gentle, their conversation was refined. These 
children were destined to lives so degrading that my 
mother’s heart wails aloud in the contemplation and 
instinetivly I thank the fates that I am childless. 


But is the necessity of sexual gratification fo be 


always admitted, and marriage, even, to ba the hot- 


bed of debauchery for one sex, while the victim loses 
her personality in being always expeoted, and by 
Obristian law commanded, to submit to her husband ? 
Would it not be at least the beginning of a remedy 
for ihis assertion, * We must hav them," to assert 
aud maintain, by early teaching, at the fireside of the 
home, in the school-room, and in the councils of gov- 


_{ ernment, that henceforth there is and can be but one 


law for the human being be it male or female; and 
that, last but not lesst, in marriage or out sex is not 
a commodity of traffic; that its use is wholly con- 
fined to the affections, and that woman belongs only 
to herself? I am well aware that the teachings 
of the Bible are all contrary to my assertions, but I 
acknowledge no Jaw which is in contradiction to the 
law of my being, be it a statute law made by the men 
of modern times or a law msde by men of the long, 
long ago. 

Woman is a secondary matter in all the laws of the 
Bible; but some transactions recorded iu that book 
prove that the morals of that time were, as respects 
my sex, much as to-day. Whether houses of infamy 
were licensed in the olden time I do not know, but 
that they were tolerated I should think, as the 
attendants of King David had no d fiisulty in procur- 
ing a young girl for his lecherous bed—a man after 
God's own heart. 

An article from my pen would hardly be credited 
as genuin without a “reminiscence.” In one of 
the years now far back in the distance, in a city of 
western New York, the municipal treasury was 
getting low, and so a raid was made upon some of 
the houses tolerated for the purposes of vice. The 
offenders were severally fined. Oae young woman 
was questioned as to the money she was paying. 
Said the judge who pronounced the sentence, “ Are 
you sure this bill is good?” “Why, yes, I think 
80,” said she; “ you paid it to me last night.” 

My paper is perhaps too long ; but if your readers 
tire of it, they are not roused to the pitch of indig- 
nation that I am as I contemplate the condition 
which woman holds under the laws of Obristian 
civilization. Lucy N. COLMAN. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


80 ot our public school system ? 


remittance ————9 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. 


Religion in Publie Schools. 

There is, speaking generally, so little to commend 
in ministers and church journals—they are usually so 
bigoted, intolerant, blind to the rights of others; and 
desirous to build up their creeds at the expense of 
the great public and in defiance of the public’s equal 
rights—that it is a pleasure as well as spring of hope 
to find printed in a church paper, and written by a 


minister, an article saying over again what the In- | 


fidels hav been saying on the subject of the Bible in 
the public schools. The article is by the Rev. O. 
Herbert Richardson, printed in the Christian Ad- 
vocate, Methodist organ, and for the benefit of the 
Methodist neighbors of the readers of this paper we 
select its salient points. 

The frequent assaults of the Roman Oatholic 
church upon the common school system of the 
several states, begins Mr. Richardson, and recent 
decisions of some of the state courts upon the read- 
ing of the Bible in the public schools—notably that 
of Wisconsin—hav centered the attention of the pub- 
lic upon this question, evoked much variety of 
opinion, and caused considerable agitation of the 
matter. The supreme importance of the subject to 
the welfare of our country is self-evident, and the 
far-reaching consequences of any proper settlement 
of it demand the utmost wisdom and statesmanship 
in attempting it. It should be approached, there- 
fore, in a calm, dispassionate, and equitable spirit, 
unmoved by the position which the church of Rome 
occupies concerning it, and be settled on the basis 
of justice, constitutional right, and scriptural author- 
ity. Any statute or practice which cannot be rested 
on these grounds is indefensible, and it will be asad 
day for Protestantism and Americanism—twin sisters 
in the cause of civil and religious liberty—when 
they rest their cause, even against Rome, on grounds 
other than those stated above. “Let justice be 
done, though the heavens fall!“ 

On the basis of justice and constitutional right the 
question should be settled, of course ; but “ script. 
ural authority” lugged into a political “question is as 
much out of place as the Bible in the schools. 
Besides, seriptural authority” is too apt to be 
what the appellant himself thinks. Aud to claim 
Protestantism as even the most distant relativ of 
religious liberty is to strain language and forget the 
part Protestantism played before it was ousted from 
civil power. There was a time, as a Western elder 
put it in his Fourth of July speech, when if two 
Presbyterians should meet one Quaker they felt that 
it had been foreordained from all eternity that they 
should bore holes in his ears and tongue. If two 
Ostholies should meet one Presbyterian the spirit 
generally moved them to hang him. If two of any 
religious sect should meet a Baptist they would 
drown him for the simple reason that he “ believed 
n much water.“ The Church of England seemed to 
hav a special spite at the Quaker. If he was caught 
at the public assembly he was fined five hundred 
pounds of tobacco for being a disturber of the peace, 
and if he did not attend he was fined the same for 


note or comment,” ete. 


being a non-conformist. The truth seems to be, 
that it was a crime to be a Quaker. It was the law 
that if any family had a child born unto them and 
should fail to carry it to a proper minister, ordained 
‘by parlisment, and hav it sprinkled, they should be 
fined two thousand pounds of tobacco, half to go to 
the public and half tothe informant. There were six 
Baptist ministers all in the Oulpepper county, Va., 
jai! at one time for preaching immersion. And often 


-when the Baptists were baptizing, the Episcopalians 


would go to the water's edge, and for a little inno- 
cent amusement, play a game of seven up. Cooking 
on Sunday was strictly forbidden. A man could see 


his wife to church but was not permitted to sit with 


her. There was, at one time, a law against-a man 
kissing his wife on Sunday. -And if a child should 
manifest a desire to crack walnuts or pitch quoits 
on Sunday, it was thought to be ample proof of total 


depravity. This was, of course, in those “good old 
times" when Protestantism was Americanism. But 


we will let Mr. Richardson say on, for he makes 
fewer slips as he proceeds. 

First, he asks, what is the nature and character 
And to this, he 
answers: It is a system supported and maintained by 


‘the state by funds raised from all classes of citizens 


without regard to religious or other distinction. It 


‘is solely and exelusivly the creature of the state. 
‘The text-books which are used therein and its entire 
economy are the product of state legislation, and 
the state is a community composed of Romanists, 


Protestants, Jews, Atheists, etc. Now, among the 
things which are prohibited by the constitutions of 
all the States (see Cooley on Constitutional Limita- 
tions) are: 

1. Any law respecting an establishment of religion 


or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. 


2. Any compulsory support, by taxation or other- 
wise, of religious instruction. 

The question then at once arises: “Is the use of 
the Bible in the public schools a part of the religious 
or secular instruction thereof?“ No one will take 
the ground that the Bible is to be used as a secular 
book, and for purposes of secular instruction. Its 
own pages refuse all such claim to it. Thus saith 


the Lord,” is its characteristic. The grounds upon | 


which its use is sometimes urged, namely, its his- 
torical, literary, or scientific excellence, not only 
reflect upon the distinct basis on which the book 


rests, and which giv it its real and supreme impor- 


tance, but in effect surrender the position claimed 
for it by such advocates. For, if the Bible is to be 
used in the schools on any other grounds than that 
it is The Word of God,” that “Thus saith the 
Lord,” not only is its unique and divine basis sur- 
rendered, but it is placed in competition with other 
books on terms other than those which constitute 
its solitary greatness, and becomes a mere rival of 
them on grounds of inferior and ordinary character. 

The position then must be taken that religious 
instruction is properly a part of any state system of 
education, and that the Bible as the most eminent 
religious book—the word of God—should be used 
therein for such purpose. It is sometimes said that 
the use of the Bible is, “only to be read without 
It is to be handled very 
tenderly, as if dangerous; no explanation must be 
made of what is read; it is a kind of “sesame,” 

which is opened for five or more minutes a day, and 
then closed. It must be apparent to anyone how 
much such a treatment of the Bible not only degrades 
it as the word of God, but has a tendency just the 
opposit of what is contended for, namely to weaken 
rather than elevate it. And the illogical character 
of such a position is self-evident, for if the Bible is 
of right in the public schools, it is right to explain 
and enforce what it says; the whole book is there, 
and it should be treated with the reverence and 
authority which it claims for itself as supreme au- 
thority over man in matters of faith and morals. 
Now, such a position for it in the public schools 
is distinctly un-American and unconstitutional. It 
is unconstitutional because it is in effect, 

1. A union between church and state. 

2. Because it necessitates compulsory support by 
taxation of religious instruction. 

8. Because repugnant to freedom of conscience. 

It is a union between church and state because it 
makes the state the creator and maintainer of relig- 
ious instruction ; it compels by taxation the support 
of the same because the funds which maintain it are 


taken from the common treasury of the state, to 
which all classes of citizens, without regard to creed, 
eto., are compelled to contribute; and it is repug- 
nant to freedom of conscience because by such taxa- 
tion it forces one to the support of a book which he 
may not believe in at all. 

These are distinotivly and traditionally Romish 
ideas and principles. Strange that Protestants and 
friends of the public school system should encamp on 
and fortify the ground of their ancient. and unrelent- 
ing foes ! 

It is un-Amerioan because the whole theory and 
practice of the American state is for the complete 
separation of church and state and “hands off” of 
the former by the latter. It recognizes no rights 
of the state over the conscience, religious belief, or 
practice of the individual. To admit such right is to 
surrender the church to the state; for if the latter 


‘oan prescribe at all in such matters, where is its 


authority to end, and who shall say what ghall be 
ita limits ? 

Mr. Richardson also protests against the Bible in 
the schools on Christian grounds. He believes its 
use to be “directly contrary to the purpose and 
command of our Lord Jesus Ohrist as set forth in 
the New Testament.” Christ's kingdom”—and 
here Mr. Richardson talks just like a Seventh Day 
Adventist—“ is not of this world; moral questions 
are not to be decided by legislatures and common 
councils; majorities do not count in questions of 
conscience. Ooncede that the state may put the 


Bible into the public schools and you must concede -- 


the state may decide what Bible—the King James 


version, the Douay version, the Jewish version, eto. 


—is to go in, and where either faith has a mejority 
in the legislature, common council, eto., the minority 
must submit. And if the state may put it in it can 
also order it out, or it can prescribe what portions 
of it shall be read, and how; and again the minority 
must submit.” 

There ig 80 much sound senge and solid logic in 
Mr. Richardson’s consideration of the question that 
we are surprised to find it in a Methodist organ. 
But we are quite willing to giv even thé Methodists 


their dues, and the more so as if this shall become 


the prevailing sentiment among the followers of 
Wesley their numerical importance makes a real sepa- 
ration of church and state a matter of easier accom- 


plishment. It is their boast that they once elected a 


president and that they can do it again. This per- 
haps is true. At any rate, if every Methodist agreed 
with Mr. Richardson the Bible would soon be scarce 


in public schools. 
9 


Christ and the Apostles and the “Higher 
Critics.” 

Howard Orosby, in one of his discourses, said that 
the inspiration of the Old Testament was attested 
by no less a person than Obrist himself, and that 
those who rejected the doctrin of such inspiration 
practically rejected Ohrist, and the inference natur- 
ally followed that such were not Christians. 

The fact that the people who wrote the New 
Testament—whoever they were—believed that the 
Old was necessary to their work is beyond dispute. 
They made Ohrist indorse it, as well as the apostles. 
The Zndependent, when the Professor Briggs con- 
troversy arose, took the same view as did Mr. 
Crosby, who was probably the ablest Presbyterian 
preacher in this country. It reminded the higher 
critics that Christ, in his Sermon onthe Mount, said: 
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law or 
the prophets; I am not come to destroy, but to ful- 
fill. For I say unto you, Till the heaven and earth 
pass, One jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from 
the law, till all be fulfilled " (Matt. v, 17-18); and 
quoted other passages to show that Jesus (supposing 
him to hav said what is attributed to him) believed 
the Old Testament to be from the Lord. To the 
Jews in Jerusalem he said: “Search the scriptures, 
for in them ye think ye hav eternal life; and they 
sre they which testify of me” (John v, 39). On the 
same occasion he also said: For had ye believed 
Moses, ye would hay believed me; for he wrote of 
me” (John v, 46). In the evening of the day in 
which he arose from the dead he said to his apostles : 
“These are the words which I spake unto you, 
while I was yet with you, that all things must be 
fulfilled which were written in the law of Moses, and 
in the prophets, and in the psalms concerning me." 
Then “opened he their understandings that they 
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might understand the scriptures " (Luke xxiv, 44-45). 
.* He quoted passages from these scriptures at 
sundry times, and from different parts, in support of 
his own teaching, and often made incidental allusions 
to facts. which they record, as the original establish- 
ment of marriage in the Garden of Eden, the mur- 
der of Abel by Cain, the destruction of the world by 
the flood in the days of Noah, the life of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and that of Moses, the destruction 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, the wife of Lot, the 
preaching of Jonah to the people of Nineveh, and 
various other items scattered all through the Old 
Testament history. He used that history freely, and 
always assumed its truth, and based that truth on 
the authority of God himself.” 
The apostles too, the Independent shows, agreed 


with Jesus. Peter, in the following words, givs his | 


opinion of these scriptures: * For the prophecy 
caine not in old time by the will of man; but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost” (2 Peter i, 21). This statement, 
while excluding their purely human origin, makes 
them. the product of “holy men of God” speak- 
ing “as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
Peter hence said: “If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God” (1 Peter iv, 11). 
He referred to the Holy Ghost as speaking by 


the mouth of David in respect to the action of 


Judas in the betrayal of Jesus” (Acts i, 16). In 
his Pentecostal address he quoted. a prophecy 
from Joel and two prophecies from David as per- 
tinent to the facts with which he was then deal- 
ing, and addressed the argument to those who be- 


lieved in the divine commission and inspiration of 


Joel and David (Acts ii, 14-81). His discourse, 


called forth -by the healing of the lame man at the 
Beautiful Gate of the temple, led him again to refer 
to the Jewish scriptures as having been fulfilled in 


Christ (Acts iii, 17-25). Both his speeches and his 
writings show what he thought of these scriptures. 


. Paul, having in the eye of his mind the same 
scriptures, wrote as follows to Timothy, who from 
his childhood had been instructed therein: ‘ All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is prof- 


itable for doctrin, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
structionin righteousness, that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” 
(2 Tim. iii, 15-17). This statement is universal, 
without exception or qualification. The apostle 
often quoted incidents and passages from the Jewish 
seriptures, spoke of them collectivly as the ora- 
cles of God,” and never intimated the slightest doubt 
as to their “ inerrancy.” 
them shows the fullest confidence in them as the 
inspired word of God. His speech to the Jews in 


Antioch in Pisidia consists, in part, in the recital of 


facts stated in these scriptures (Acts xiii, 16-22). At 
Thessalonica he reasoned with the Jews “out of the 


Boriptures, opening and alleging that Christ must 


needs hav suffered, and risen again from the dead ” 


(Acts xvii, 2, 3). He did the same thing when he 


was a prisoner at Rome, “ persuading” the Jews 
* concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses 
and out of the prophets” (Acts xxviii, 23). His 
epistles abound with allusions to facts of Old Testa- 
ment history, some of which date back to the Gar- 
den of Eden, and the temptation and sin of our first 
parents. 

So, also, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, it is said, 
with direct reference to the Old Testament, that 
God * at sundry times, and in divers manners, spake 
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets " (Heb. 
i, 1). God himself, according to this statement, was 
the speaker, and the prophets were simply the me- 
dium of the speaking. What they said he ‘said 
through them. “Wherefore as the Holy Ghost 
saith” is a phrase applied in this epistle to language 
quoted from the Old Testament (Heb. iii, 7). 
hese references lead the Independent to conclude 
that Ohristians can do but one thing—accept the en- 
tire scriptures as the word of God. That Christ and 
his apostles set their seal of authority to the divine 
and inspired origin" of these books “is a fact not to 
be evaded by any exegetical sophistry.” ‘This fact, 
it says, applies to the whole Old Testament as an 
aggregate, from Genesis to Malachi,” and “ to sup- 
pose that Obrist and his apostles committed a mis- 
take in their view of the Old Testament scriptures, 
or that they openly adopted and avowed a current 
Jewish belief which they did not really accept, is to 
assume a theory that discredits them ag religious 


E 


divine. 


His uniform treatment of 


teachers, since it either calls in question their capac- 
ity, er impeaches their absolute integrity. It is 
not logically possible to avoid this result, if we re- 
ject their teaching on the point to which it is so 
clearly committed. We must accept the teaching, 
or discredit the teachers.” 

What can the higher critics" say to this? Were 
Ohrist and the apostles ignorant, or insincere, or are 
the words attributed to them not theirs? And if so, 


of what value is the New Testament, and, there- 


fore, the whole Ohristian scheme ? 

That the later critics hav pretty completely de- 
stroyed a belief in the inspiration of the Old if not 
in the New Testament is a fact patent to the most 
careless reader of current literature on the subject. 
But they hav not dealt with this side of the question, 
and the orthodox hav the stronger argument 
over them so long as they maintain that Obrist was 
There is but one escape for them, and that 
is to giv up the New Testament as a historical or di- 


vine work, and consequently giv up the Obristian 


religion, admitting at once that it is purely imagi- 
nary, the conception of au ignorant people to explain 
seeming mysteries and to make recompense for 
earthly wrongs and inequalities of social conditions. 
We hope that the Independent will push its point 
with the Ohristians of Professor Briggs's school, and 
force them to choose between Christ and common 
genge. 


The Spirit of Charles Bradlaugh. 


Whenever a famous man dies some "medium" 
will shortly thereafter produce a message from him. 
Within a week after the death of D. M. Bennett a 
Spiritualist journal published a communication by 
him announcing that he had become spirit editor of 
that paper and the earthly editor thereof demanded 
the subscription list of TAE TaurH Szexer. Other 
communications alleged to be from him came in thick 
and fast, many of them emanating from & medium 
since proven to be a common trickster. Other “ gen- 
sitivs” copied his published writings and brazenly 
maintained that they had just received them from 
the other world. 

In the National Reformer, Charles Bradlaugh’s 
paper, we find that he is subjected to the same sys- 
tem of libeling. A Mr. Reedman, of Birmingham, 
at a séance in that city wrote at Mr. Bradlaugh’s dic- 
tation “in a perfectly unconscious state, and on the 
departure of the influence was much surprised on 
being told of the nature of the communication,” 


‘which was as follows: 


‘As I am not to speak, Iam to say in writing, I hav 
found a life beyond the grave that I did not wish for nor 
believe in; but it is even so. My voice shall yet declare it. 
I hav to undo all, or nearly all, I hav done, but I will not 
complain. My mind is subdued, but I will bea man. It is 
a most glorious truth that has now more clearly dawned 
upon my mind, that there is a grand and noble purpose 
before all men, worth living for! May this be the dawn of 
a new and glorious era of the spiritual life of your humble 
friend, Charles Bradlaugh. 


There is a God! There is a divine principle. There is. 


more in life than we wot of, but vastly more in death! Oh, 
for a thousand tongues to declare the truths which are now 
fast dawning upon my bewildered mind! Death, the great 
leveler, need hav no more terrors for us, for it has been con- 
quered by the great spirit, in giving us a never-ending life in 
the glorious spheres of immortal bliss. Oh, my friends, may 
I be permitted to declare more fully and fervently the joys 
which fill my mind! Language fails, no pen can describe.” 

Naturally, if this came from Mr. Bradlaugh, he has 
found a life beyond the grave, and there is no need 
for his voice to declare it; but where did he find God 
a “ divine principle?“ However, if this be real, there 
is one truth in it—that death is a great leveler! It 
has leveled Mr. Bradlaugh from his mountainous 
hight as a man to the plain of a mere repeater of 
twiddle-de-dee phrases as disgusting as senseless. 
If the philosophy of Spiritualism be true it is 
unfortunate that so many fools and charlatans repre- 
sent iis phenomenal side. 

— —— — . — 
Kentucky's New. Constitution. 


In the Kentucky constitutional convention, to 
which we made frequent reference while it was in 
session, the Ohristian advocates of injustice won, for 
the new constitution to be voted on next August 
commands the legislature to exempt from taxation 
the property of superstition. The section (176) 
dealing with this matter reads: 

There shall be exempt from taxation public property 
used for public purposes; places actually used for religious 
worship, with the grounds attached thereto and used and 


appurtenant to the house of worship, not exceeding one 
half acre in cities or towns, and not exceeding two acres in 
the country; places of burial not held for private or corpo- 
rate profit, institutions of purely public charity, and insti- 
tutions of education not used or employed for gain by any 
person or corporation, and the income of which is devoted 
solely to the cause of education; public libraries, their 
endowments and the income of such property as is used 
exclusivly for their maintenance; ali parsonages or resi- 
dences owned by any religious society and occupied as a 
home, and for no other purpose, by the minister of any 
religion." . 

This is broad enough to do a great deal of inj us- 
tice. It takes in all the burdensome church institu- 
tions and the parasitic preachers’ residences. There 
has been no actual progress in this regard in Ken- 
tucky, though the best and brightest minds of the 
convention which drew up the constitution were in 
favor of taxing the joss-houses and their appurte- 
nant institutions. 

But section 13 of the Bill of Rights which pre- 
cedes the organic document states that no man’s 
property shall be taken or applied to public use 
without the consent of his representativs nor with- 
out just compensation. We should like to know 
how the legislators reconcile this right with the fact 
that the people's property, b. e., their cash, is taken 
from them to protect churches without any compen- 
sation whatever being rendered. We recommend 
the Kentuckians to reflect upon the statements of 
Mr. Samuel Roberts, before the Englewood, III., 
Social Science Olub, to wit: “In 1880 it was esti- 
mated that there was in the United States $746 294,- 
833 worth of untaxed church property. In 1890 the 
estimate was $1,500,000,000. This estimate is based 
on the statistics furnished in President Grant’s mes- 
sage to Congress in 1875, in which General Grant 
was not afraid to call the untaxing of church prop- 
erty by its regular name—evil. It is, as one writer 
remarks, the most stupendous steal on record. The 
continued acquisition of real estate by the church, 
or, indeed, by any corporation, is a serious matter. 
The Ohristian churches of this country are defraud- 
ing the people of from $30,000,000 to $40,000,000 
annually by the non-payment of taxes on their prop- 
erty. Is it not high time, in behalf of morality, to 
calla halt? The God which the church professes to 
worship tells them in his word, ‘Thou shalt not 
steal.’ Yet no effort is made on the part of either 
priest or flock to enforce that command so far as 
they are concerned. The church of to-day robs 
Csesar of his just dues, and makes God a receiver of 
stolen property. This method is only in keeping 
with the scheme of atonement and redemption, 
which is to shift their defalcations upon somebody 
else'a shoulders and then sing, Jesus paid it all; all 
the tax we owe.’ With the exception of one lady 
minister of the Universalist church, I hav not heard 
a voice from any of the clergy in favor of the taxing 
of church property. There are millions of people 
who never go inside of a church and yet they are 
obliged to pay their share of the $30,000,000 or 
$40,000,000 which the church does not pay. Is this 
honest? Is it good morals? Is it carrying out the 
commend of the founder of the church, Do unto 
others as you would that others should do unto you.’ 
The leaders of the church of to-day know what they 
are not doing, when they fail to move in an effort to 
remedy an evil which is in their power to remedy. 
Is it a wonder that there are so many defaulters and 
thieves who graduate from the church yearly? 
What else can be expected? If the church steals 


why should not its members do the same?“ 
— — 9 9———————— 

On July 7th the ordinance committee of the city council of 
Bradford, Pa., made the following sensible report on the 
Sunday observance ordinance: ‘‘ Your committee to whom 
the within ordinance and petition was referred report ad- 
versely for the following reasons: The ordinance is framed 
in accordance with the act of 1794, and we believe that such 
a law belongs to the Dark Ages, and never should hav 
been enacted by this great commonwealth, settled by Willlam 
Penn and his Quaker friends. We believe such a law is 
antagonistic to the principles of this republic, knowing 
that it would, if enforced, deprive all laboring people of 
recreation; and, furthermore, that it is an infringement on 
the liberty of men, women, and children. We believe the 
majority of those who signed this petition did so in ignor- 
ance of the fact that the act of 1794, which is a dead letter 
on the statute books, givs them the same powers this ordi- 
nance calls for. The only effect city legislation can hav is 
to transfer the burden of enforcing this statute from the 
petitioners to the city, thereby relieving themselvs of the 
responsibility and odium of prosecuting the offenders against 
this law. Your committee deem it unwise to place such 
responsibility and expense upon the city. We recommend 
to the good people of Bradford that they can best secure 
the closing of all business places on Sunday by declining to 
purchase anything or that day. No buyers, no sellers.” 
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Zetters fram friends. 


notice is taken of a paper than of argument. I believe that I 
am the only one in the village that has the courage to speak in 
terms contradictory of the book of Fables, and although not 
able to do much single-handed, I hav already been able to 
convince a few of the absurdity of the book they believe in, 
and others are halting between two opinions. But it is sur- 
prising the hold the parsons hav gained over the minds of 
the people. I myself am a nativ of Northampton, and 
while there was an ardent supporter of the late Charles 
Bradlaugh; and Iam sorry that we in England hav not 
an activ leader to take his place. 

With my best wishes to yourself and for the success of 
your paper, Yours sincerely, Gro. REYNOLDS. 


of the best paper on earth pay go slackly, I feel ashamed of 
the company I am in. "We claim to be Liberal in our views ; 
do let us be liberal enough to pay what is your honest due. 

I would not be deprived of the paper for far more than I 
pay for it, even for no more than the pleasure I take in read- 
ing the Letters from Friends.” This part is to me like the 
good old days of Methodist love-feasts. I really enjoyed 
them, but what are they compared to these kind words from 
friends? This part isthe first thatengages my attention. It 
is really encouraging to read letters from dear friends wh» 
were left behind when we came West to seek our fortunes, 
and who were at parting wedded to their church dogmas, 
but hav been liberated and now rejoice in the truths as 
advocated by Freethinkers. It is not to be wondered at if 
some Of us get in arrears who try to liv in this God forsaken, 
dried, and parched-up country, where we cannot raise 
enougb to subsist on, and hav had to be helped from the 
liberal ones East who happened. to see our letters published 
in your columns. I hav to acknowledge the gne of friends 
through this means. 

Now I wish to say what I hav. been looking for a long 
time. There are no. doubt many Freethinkers in South 
Dakota scattered over this big country, and I hav hoped that 
8 call would be made to get together and organize and get 
acquainted. The Liberals are sadly deficient in this matter. 
Brethren, this should not be so. Let us hear about this 
matter. . 

1 failed to get the paper which had the cartoon, How to 
Convert Infiddles." I saw a., copy at a neighbors. 

JohN MoKzzx. 


Chunks In Christianity's Wheels. 
PLAINVILLE, Ga., June 29, 1891. 
Mz. Eprroz : I learn many lessons from TEE TRUTH REKER. 
I can and do throw a good many chunks in Christianity’s 
cruel wheel now, and as I grow stronger will break some 
spokes, I hope. A. J. ABLES. 


Well-placed Money. 
New Yonx, July 6, 1891. 
Mr. Racor In response to your recent circular I inclose 
$5 for publication fund. Pity so much money is given to 
support priestcraft and a hell, and o little for freedom — 
more for à curse than to remove it. 
Yours frateraally, L. G. Nxkp. 


Corrupted to Buy Religious Trash. 
RIokvILLE, Ia., June 22, 1891. 

Mr. Eprroz: I am longing for a copy of the Bible Picture 
Book. It will without doubt be a “ stunner” to priestcraft. 
I am already dreaming of the Pictorial Text-Book ” No. 
2. And so we are continually supplied with delicious 
mind-food. O thou glorious TRUTH SEEKER, a8 the week f 
draws toward the end then I long to see you, and one 
thought always comes to my mind, which is this, **I wonder 
what picture the great, glorious Mr. Heston has designed 
for THz TRUTH SEEKER this week.” I am unable to find 
sufficient language to express myself and let you know how 
well I am pleased with your paper. I am to be compared 
with a boy who expects a visit from a kind friend every 
week to gladden his heart—my heart-gladdener is Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER. 

When I look around and see how much money there is 
spent for worthless papers filled with religious trash and 
other nonsense, then I feel sorrow that the majority of the 
people hav not the good sense and courage to giv THE 
TRUTH SEEKER the. patronage which it deserves so well. 
But the priests and ministers hav corrupted the minds of the 
people to such an extent, and so filled their brain with prej- 
udice, that t: ey will not listen to reason, but will cling to 
the old superstition and reject the truth. I remain, 

A hater of sky-pilots, HENRY Brsson. 


Must Proselyte Amid Hideous Yells. 

PAULINE, ARK., June 17, 1891. 
Mr. Evrror: I think I can get a few subscribers soon, 
though the time is now at hand when the jgnorant fanatics 
of this country begin their brush harbor meetings, making 
night hideous with their yells. Success, I say, to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, and all Liberal papers; also to individuals who are 

working for freedom, light, and advancement. 
Dr. W. R. BACcHELOR. 


Sowers of the Seed. 

SHARON, Mass., June 21, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: The * Text-Book,” etc., ordered by us last 
week, came duly in good condition. The Text-Book ” isa 
decidedly unique collection of fun and fact, an inexhaustible 
fund of entertainment and instruction. It will be used 
jüdiciously as seed for future orders, which we hope will 

materialize. ' Yours, ALDEN & BARRON, 

Publishers Saron Ozons, Foxboro Reporter, etc. 


Pious Misrepresentations. 
MazquzrTE, Kan., July 6, 1891. 

Mz. Eprror : Mr. Murat Halstead, writing editorially in 
the Cincinnati Commercial. Gazette, has occasion to refer to 
Dr. Lewis Marshall, the youngest brother of Chief-justicé 
Marshall, speaking more particularly of his many affairs of 
honor, as dueling was in those days termed. As he brings 
his remarks with reference to Dr. Marshall to a close he says 
as follows: “Dr. Lewis Marshal, who was a polished 
scholar of profound learning, was an Infidel during his 
young manhood, but afterward became converted, and 
would never recur to any of his various affairs of honor, 
and for anyone elge to do so in his presence gave him deep 
offense.” 

Now, I would like to know if Mr. Murat Halstead intended 
to insinuate that Infidelity, in the sense we understand the 
term to be used here, is or ever was, either directly or indi- 
rectly, responsible for the existence of this barbarous mode 
of settling difficulties. Certainly the order in which the 
ideas are set forth is strongly suggestiv of cause and effect, 
and justifies such an interpretation, and no Christian will 
miss the opportunity to urge the stigma, while intelligent 
Infidels. will suffer the smart of so false and malicious a fling. 
But I would like to know another thing: Was this Dr. 
Lewis Marshall ever an Infidel? Icannot be satisfied on Mr. 
Halstead's authority, for any man who will deliberately 
write such a slanderous insinuation will invent a falsehood 
to be the occasion of it and make himself doubly a liar for 
Christ’s sake. Mr. Halstead ought to write history and 
biography to be peddled by Christian book agents, and then 
he would be an honored servant of the most high God in the 
sense of that spirit as set forth in 1 Kings xxii, 22: ‘I will 
be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.” Such 
tactics seem to be perfectly justifiable from a Christian 
standpoint and expressly countenanced by scripture example. 
C. PUTNAM., 


Frontier Grit. 

CLEAR Lake, July 12, 1891. 
Mz. Eprron: I am an old frontiersman, uneducated, con · 
sequently unable to write my thoughts intelligibly. I hav 
done an immense amount of labor in my time (was sixty- 
eight last Christmas) and but very little writing, but I am 
proud that I am entirely clear of the popular superstitions. 
In regard to the pictures in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, I will say 
that I am delighted with most of them, but do not feel as 
free in presenting the paper to my Christian friends as if it 

did not contain the pictures. M. G. Sr. Jokx. 


` A Point in That Noble English.Struggle. 
New DurvrH, Minn., July 6, 1891. 

Mz. Eprror: Although a subscriber for a number of years 
Ihav never written one line to be printed in your paper be- 
fore, as I do not believe in encumbering a paper of so much 
value with what might appear as nonsense. Truth and 
knowledge is what I am after; call it nonsense if you 
choose. 

In a controversy with a Bible Christian, the question arose, 
Did Charles Bradlaugh take the prescribed oath before tak- 
ing his seat in Parliament? Not being conversant with the 
matter I had to givin. I hav no doubt that your paper 
has printed the facts, but I failed to read it ifso. Now, 
what I want to know is this, Did the bill affecting the oath 
in England pass~é. e., Charles Bradlaugh's? And what 
changes did the bill make? Not seeing any letters from 
this part, and this being my first, I may as well break the ice. 
I hope this will not be my last. I am, 

Yours for Freethought, H. H. SAILMON. 

[After making a heroic struggle for his right to affirm, 
Mr. Bradlaugh complied with ‘‘ the forms of the House,” 
which means, he took the oath. Why he did so is told by 
himself in The True Story of My Parliamentary Struggle,” 
pp. 75-8. He afterward obtained the enactment of a law 
allowing anyone to affirm who objects to the oath.—Ep. 
T. 8.] 


True Devotion. 
Irnaoa, N. Y., July 10, 1891. 

1. Mr. Eprron: Captain William F. Davis, boats Ag- 
nostic’ and * Robert G. Ingersoll,’ care of Lighton Bros., 
Syracuse, N. Y." The above is the name and address cf 
the captain of two of the best boats that hav been built in 
this city for years, and the captain is able to hold an argu- 
ment with the best theologian in the world on the improb- 
abilities of the Bible. I hav lately become acquainted with 
him, and he is a gentleman and a scholar. 

I am going to send you some money for copies of TRR 
TRUTH SEEKER and sell them on the street. I can knock out 
all the priests in the world in an argument. I shall get my 
pension in August, and you will hear from me. I am fully 
alive on this subject and shall spend the remainder of my 
days in trying to convinc» the people that we are ruled by 
priestcraft. I am old Bob Ingersoll the second, only not as 
smart. Iam poor, but will do all I can to help our cause. 

WILLIAM L. MARSH. 


They Did Not Forbid Investigation. 
HANNIBAL, Mo., June 25, 1891. 

Mr. EprroR: Your correspondent James Beck, of Ya- 
kima, Wash., is ina quandary. He has been driven to the 
wall, and is trying to bore through it, but finds it impene- 
trable. No wonder he flinches and feels the need of 
prayer. Several months ago he asserted in THE TRUTH 
SEEKER that the Brotherhood of Moralists forbade its mem- 
bers the right of free investigation. The first clause in our 
Bond of Union, which is.& part of our constitution, reads as 
follows: We hold it to be self-evident that enlightened 
human reason, untrammeled by prejudice, is the highest 
tribunal known to man, and that every rational being has an 
inalienable right to investigate and decide for himself all 
questions pertaining ;to his present or future welfare." 
When the attention of your readers was called to the fact 
above stated Mr. Beck subsided for a time, but in your 4th 
of July number he makes a feeble effort to defend himself 
| by insinuating that his criticism was so severe (?) as to force 
us to change that part of our constitution, and that it did 
notread that way in ** one of theoriginal copies of the consti- 
tution? which he saw somewhere or somewhere else. Now, 
this (like the ghosts he sees) is all in his mind. I hav been 
chairman of the committee on printing of constitutions ever 
since the first type was set, and hav given the matter special 
attention, and I am positiv that there never has been a copy 


Is Government Tyrauny ? 


LxroRRR, CAL., June 26, 291. 

Mz. Eprrog: I hav just read Letters to Workingmen,” 
by A. L. Ballou, and I must say that it is one of the best 
and clearest expositions of the views on government and its 
selfish and oppressiv administration that can well be set 
forth. It should be printed in letters of gold and read, as 
one reads a guide-board, at the crossing of the ways. 

He rightly says that no government has yet been based 
upon the consent of the governed, since the ballot only give 
the nominal consent of a part of the governed.” So, in the 
family, children are governed without their consent and are 
not allowed to protest against wrongs inflicted upon them; 
but when old enough and strong enough they resent undue 
restraint and seek their freedom. 

The ax was laid at the root of the tree of evil when he 
said, ** The God idea breeds aristocracy and oppressiv forms 
of government; that when equality and equal opportunity 
are open to all, there would be no God’s poor nor govern- 
ment’s poor.” f 

Permit me to giv a fact from out of the crucible of my 
own experience to corroborate the declaration of the tyranny 
of our boasted liberty-loving government. From losses by 
fire and in mines we hav in the past few years been reduced 
from. affluence to penury. This so prostrated my husband’s 
mind that he was sent to thé insane asylum for nearly 
of the Brotherhood of Moralists’ constitution issued which | a year, while I was left among strangers in Idaho, where I 
does not contain the*above-quoted passage, word for word, | had gone to aid in the mining venture. I succeeded in get. 
unless some malicious person has been printing spurious |.ting him released from the asylum and we came to reside 
copies, which I hardly think isthe case. A. R. AYRES, in the foothills of the Sierras. Having little means, he went 

Chairman of the Propaganda Committee of the Brother- | upon a vacant forty acres of government land and cut some 


Unanswerable Criticisms. 
Sr&ASBUEG, ILL., July 13, 291. 

Mr. Evrror: I hav measured TRE TRUTH SERKER. It is 
neither too short nor too long. It makes its appearance 
regularly. It is, in fact, the only one of the kind, and should 
I suggest any change I might destroy its individuality. It 
might be well enough to keep after the church until they 
will tell the truth and say they do not believe; but their 
actions speak louder than words. When they lay their 
hands on the sick, they do not recover. They will not 
drink deadly poison, or cast out devils. Even their prayers 
are not answered. ‘‘ They that believe not shall be 
damned.” I do not believe it. These signs shall follow 
them that believe.” They do not believe that. So what is 
the difference? All liars hav their part with the devil“ 
(or words to that effect). There are very few preachers 
that believe that. 

The pictures are, just right. Isee by the last paper why 
the church clings so lovingly to the devil—if his fork should 
slip the whole thing would go to smash. ` A. YORK. 


An Over-sea Friend. 
PETERB RO, EsGLAND, June 21, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find an English money- 
order for 23.1d. for a pamphlet entitled Some Mistakes of 
Moses,” advertised in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, which is a paper 
you perhaps would not think would reach me at the address 
I hav given. I hav a friend living at Philadelphia who 


occasionally sends me a copy, and I am very pleased to say | hood of Moralists. timber for the purpose of firewood and for subsistence. 
that I think you are successfully waging a war against the 2 Now the United States government demands more pay than 
disciples of that perdition and bigotry wrongfully called Chris. Liberals Should Set a Shining Example. the land and all on it is worth. How is this for protec.. 


tianity. The cartoons you publish in THE TRUTH SEEKER 
are as good for the cause as our much-vaunted one-hundred. 
ton guns. I always hav a lot of applications for the loan of 


KIMBALL, S. D., June 26, 1891. tion?“ How are the poor to help themselvs and be able to: 
Mn. EprroR: I was really surprised, and more, I felt | support such a government? Does this look as if a poor 


really unpleasant, to think that such a large number of your | man is aided by government, or rather that he is robbed of: 
Tur TRUTR SEEKER when I hav one sent me, and I am very | patrons were in arrears. When I see the members of the | the last penny of his hard earnings? 


pleased to lend them, as by so doing it is applying a little | different churches pay so liberally to support. their foolish |. Governments may do for the rich, but for the workingmen: 
leaven that will work the whole mass, and I find that more | nonsense, and we who are so ably instructed from the pages | they are, like Sinhad’s Old Man of the Sea, to be shaken 
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off the shoulders of those getting weary of their oppressiv 
load. L. HuToHINBSOX. 


Our Rights Muy Be Trampled. 
Wer FERNDALE, Wasn., June 22, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $10—$8 for renewal to the 
dear old TRUTRH SEERRR; $2 for the Pictorial Text-Book ;" 
“Ts This Your Son, My Lord?" in cloth, $1; Men, 
Women, and Gods,” cloth, $1; The Universe Analyzed,” 
by John R. Kelso, cloth, $1; for the balance of $2 send me 
different kinds of tracts which will do effectiv work. I will 
distribute them gratis. 

The Pacific coast is well represented with Infidels and 
Freethinkers, Puget sound in particular, but it is a hard 
matter to induce people to patronize Liberal papers. I am 
confident that four-fifths of the people in and around West 
Ferndale are Liberal in their heart, but not in their work. 

Last week I had the honor to make the acquaintance of 
Mr. Samuel P. Putnam, of San Francisco, the champion of 
Freethinkers on the Pacific coast. He gave us three lectures 
in Wheeler's Hall. Each and all were well attended. His 
texts were: first evening, ** Church and Church Taxation ;" 
second evening, The Bible;" third evening, Evolution 


and Creation.” Well, sir, if the people in this community 


hav ever been aroused from their slumber it was during the 
stay of Mr. Putnam. Mr. Putnam has made a host of warm 

. friends during his short stay, and had to partially promis the 
Ferndaleites to call again in September next. Well, dear 
Freethinkers, if each state on an average had two such well- 
informed, good-meaning men as Mr. Putnam is, that would 
giv lectures from place to place, then we might consider our 
republic, and our principles of rights, saved. 

The churches are organized throughout the Union, and if 
we do not organize likewise, then our Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, liberty, and rights will be trampled under their 
feet. 

On the second evening I induced Mr. Putnam to organize 
a Secular Union at this place. He said he would try what 
he could do, and on the third evening seventeen pledged 

' their names to a petition attached to the Nine Demands of 
Liberalism. We will soon organize; all we need is a leader. 


I am in possession of some TRguTEH SRRKER copies published 


in 1874, while D. M. Bennett stood at the helm. 
Well, I will close, with a vote for the pictures. 
Yours fraternally, Ww. BAER. 


Cogwork Clerics. 
VERSAILLES, IND., July 6, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrog: While others are discussing Spiritualism and 
other subjects, I propose to come to the front with a new 
invention for the relief of ministers in the country towns 
and villages. This idea or invention was suggested on last 
Sunday evening, while my family were reading Tug TRUrR 
Seeger and Ingersoll’s latest remarks, when one member 
suggested that one of us write something for Tus TRUTH 
SEEKER. The silence which followed this remark enabled us 
to hear a Baptist preacher in one of our churches located 
about a block away from our house. This preacher was 
making an unearthly noise, hollowing, roaring, and yelling 
to a few females of both sexes. ‘This noise suggested to us 
that a machine could be invented to save so much hard 
labor on the part of the preacher, for it is proverbial that 
the parson does not like to work. So we inverted the fol- 
lowing machine. This valuable instrument is wound up 
when the meeting begins, and is started off by touching a 
key, just as the choir finishes the opening exercises. The 
machine runs down in just one hour, during which time it 


makes some of the most excruciating sounds that ever mor- 


tal ear listened to—thumping, screeching, yelling, howling; 
and sometimes, but just for an instant, coming down to the 


plaintiv and mournful; then rising again to noise resem- 


bling thunder when very near. A part of the machine con- 
sists of a huge horn, blown by six of the choir. ‘This horn 
is twelve feet long and four feet in diameter at the mouth. 
By this it will plainly be seen that the machine is made to 
resemble the parson as much as possible. This horn is an 
accompaniment to the machine proper, and it produces 
“ dire sounds, as erst blew down old Jericho’s substantial 
town.” . 

The way they serve God in our town is very hard on the 
preacher, but with our machine we expect to make the ser- 
vice eagy and much grander, and of course more acceptable 
to the Lord. We see and fully understand that the best 
church service is the one that makes the most noise and pos- 


sesses the most brass; therefore our machine, with all its 


attachments, is of pure brass. 


We also hav a brass dragon, Satan, apollyon, or angel of 


the bottomless pit (just as suits the taste) attached to the 


machine, who switches his tail, bows, and opens his mouth 


and puts out his tongue, at the proper times when he is hard 
struck, and where it is proper to indicate the pathetic parts 
of the sermon. 

We think this invention will be a relief to parsons gener- 
ally. Wonder if our friend Heston will not be kind enough 
to illustrate our patent for the benefit of the Christian 
world? We firmly believe that the times are ripe for machin- 
ery to spread the gospel, and that the old and hard way of 
serving the Lord should be supplanted by our grand 
invention. 

Hoping TRR TUTR SEEKER will long prosper, we remain, 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, i 
ADAM STOCKINGER. 


Land Requested and Superstition Lashed. 
Lexinaron, Ky., July 11, 1891. 
Mr. Enrroꝝ: When we hear of the rapid sale of suburban 
lots we cannot but wish that good will 9e brought out of an 


enterprise so popular and successful. Is it wise to sweep 
property thus carelessly into hands not pledged to conduct 
the business for the general good? It would be wrong to 


restrict capitalists in this respect by legislation, before their 
kind feelings hav been appealed to, for no doubt if pruden- 
tial suggestions were made to them they would readily 
acquiesce in any plan designed for the future good of those 
citizens who hav not been able to purchase lots, even at a 
low price. I think no one will deny that every fifth lot or 
township should be reserved and held sacred to the use of 
the unfortunate or toiling thousands who at the present time 
are laboring for the public, with no assurance that they hav 
an equal right with others to the advantages of their own 
country. Public men, hesitate no longer, but offer to your 
poorer friends what seems naturally to belong to them—a lot 
or even an apartment where they can enjoy the ordinary 
liberties of life, without stifling restrictions or dictation, 
which are always harrowing to the lonely and depressed. 


Is the luxury of advanced thought appreciated at Chau- 


tauqua, and are lecturers badly off for a subject, when they 


are obliged to resurrect Moses for the delectation of an 


audience, and abuse and demolish the Spiritualjsts to the 


extent of their ability ? 

The Spiritualists ave advancing civilization, let their 
opinions be what they may. They do not hold Moses in the 
highest estimation or suppose that a murderer could hav 
power with a God to bring water from a rock. They do not 
look calmly on while their children insult the aged and 
weary, Neither do they boast of helping the poor while 
these helpless ones are abroad in the burning heat trying to 
get work, their wretched clothing exciting the contempt of 
wealthy Christians. Some of their ungraceful language at 
Chautauqua with a Mr. Page, who is made to eat sandwiches, 
also illustrates the tender success of Christians. They also 
fed their friends on terrapin, lined with salamanders. 

Oh, what a Christian civilization we hav, exposing a crim- 
inal to a lightning stroke instead of the rack, boot, wheel, 
or thumbscrew, when a bow! of hemlock would cause an 
inglorious death, but painless and calm, like that of Socrates. 

When the mind falls Janguidly back upon defeated princi- 
ples evolution is arrested, which is the energy of nature and 
not God. The go-ahead faculty is all that givs convention- 
alities, fashions, and customs power to resist temptation, to 
long for purity instead of pleasure—which induced some 
good gentlemen of the ninth century to interpolate into the 
Old Testament the marvelous words, ** Without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord.” The Chautauqua philosophers 
suppose that nature furnishes force, but that reason implies 
a kind of magic, although the brain and nervous system 
work like any other battery, the energy produced being 
dynamic and nothing else. ALHAZA. 


Who Does “Forbid Investigation?“ 
Barre, Mass., July 9, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrok: Permit me to ask a question or two of James 
Beck, who writes in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, July 4th, page 426, 
** Who Dare Forbid Investigation ?" 

Who wants to forbid investigation, or who Aas forbidden 
investigation ? - 

Any brother or sister member of the. Brotherhood of 
Moralists has the right to“ investigate“ all he or she desires, 
and if dissatisfied with our principles and purposes to with- 
draw their membership. There was no compulsion in 
their joining us and there will be no compulsion in their 
leaving us. 

Isee that my communication, March 21st, on Spiritual- 
ism, which was also a severe and just criticism at the 
Brotherhood of Moralists, was a shot that hit them so hard 
that it made some of them flinch. 

Who was hit? who flinched? Please giv their names. 
Was it the officers of the Brotherhood, the propaganda com- 
mittee, or any member of our order? Speak out. I think 
whoever it was can bear to hav their names made public. 
Perhaps it was M. L. Salter. 

Iforward a copy of the constitution to Mr. Beck, that he 
may not longer continue in ignorance of what is subjected 
to his ** severe and just criticism.” 

In TRR TRUTRH SEEKER, June 27th, page 408, M. E. Lazarus 
opens up pretty strong against the Ella Gibson Brother- 
hood of Moralists and M. L. Salter.“ In the July number 
of the Independent Pulpit there is another slur or accusa- 
tion by Edgeworth.” As the two latter are the same per- 
son, I will notice them conjointly. The Pulpit declares : 

Certain narrow-minded Agnostics, ‘‘a Brotherhood of 
Moralists,” for instance, are intolerant of Spiritualists. 
[Why not add, intolerant of Christians, polygamists, and 
free-lovers?] Giv to such power, and with Comstocks 
for presidents, they will revive the Holy Inquisition under 
some secular name. 

Has “ Edgeworth” any right to make such an unqualified 
assertion? It proves he has read our constitution to no 
purpose, or that from malice, or some other equally cruel 
motiv, he desires to mislead ‘the public; for Article III of 
the constitution of the Brotherhood reads thus: We hold 
it to be self-evident that enlightened human reason untram- 
meled by prejudice is the highest tribunal known to man, and 
that every rational being has an inalienable right to investigate 
and decide for himself all questions pertaining to his present 
or future welfare." In the face of such an article in our con- 
stitution, how any true, consistent Liberal can persist in 
reiterating that we “forbid investigation » I cannot under- 
stand. Put on your glasses, Brothers Beck, Lazarus, and 
others of like temperament, divest yourselvs of your preju- 
dice, and perhaps you will discover you hav set up a man of 
straw of your own imagination, and when you hav valiantly 
knocked him over, you flatter yourselvs that your just and 
severe criticisms hit” somebody, and made “ them flinch.” 
We still liv fifteen hundred strong. ErrA E. GmsON. 


seeing them laid cold in death at my feet. 


A Pulpit Bully Chastised, 

. : INDIAN Grove, Mo., July 3, 1891. 
MR. Eprror: The following is a copy of a letter that I 
addressed to the Rev. W. H. Younger, of the Methodist 
Episcopal church at Keytesville, Mo., which I think fully 
explains itself. If you think it of any value, please giv it a 
place in the Letters from Friends" department of your 

valuable paper, Tug TRUTH BEEKER. W. C. WALTON. 


Rey. W. H. Younger, Keytesville, Mo., Dear Sir: At 
your recent effort at the Centenary church, it seems that, as 
an apology for not being able to harmonize the many enig- 
matical problems with which the Christian mythology 
abounds, you undertake to divert the attention of the audi- 
ence to the many inexplicable mysteries that exist around 
and about us. And because we cannot on scientific princi- 
ples explain the diversified phenomena of nature to the 
satisfaction of your quizzical ignoramus, and make it clear 
to his obtuse mind why the same stale theological hash will 
cause wool to grow over the face and eyes of the stupid, 
docil sheep and hair or. bristles along the curved spine 
of the beastly, aggressiv boar, you conclude at once that 
Christianity is a divinely inspired theology, and that the 
Bible is the word of God and absolutely true in all its utter- 
ances, without contradiction or fault. 

Now, my dear sir, in order to assist you toaclearer under- 
standing of the infallible correctness of this (Protestant 
Bible) man-made book, we wish to refer you to the following 
quotations from holy writ: ‘‘If I bear record of myself, my 
record is not true" (John v, 31). This, you will observe, ig 
the language of J. Christ, spoken with a view of directing the 
minds of his hearers to the witnesses on which he relied to 
establish his claims to the messiahship. Now go with me, 
please, to John viii, 14-18, and we hear Christ speak again, 
treating on identically the same.subject, but under quite 
different circumstances. Here he declares emphatically: 
** Though I bear no record of myself, yet my record ís true. 
pt I am one that bears witnessof myself." Oaanother 
occasion this same immaculate Jesus, wishing doubtless to 
magnify his great importance as a ruler, lawgiver, and king, 
assumes the prerogativs of supreme judge, and in the ex- 
uberance of his spirits declares, ‘‘The father judgeth no 
man, but hath committed all judgment unto the son. . .. 
Ag I hear, I judge” (John v, 20-30). Subsequently he seems 
to hav modified his claim somewhat. Hence iu John xii, 
47, he says: If any man hear my words, and believe not, 
I judge him not. I came not to Judge the world, but to save 
the world." 

Thus you can see that by reading carefully, comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual,” and putting together frag- 
mentary utterances of speech as spoken by J. Christ and 
other divinely inspired writers at different times and under 
different circumstances, we find that holy writ aboundsin 
falsehoods and contradictions so palpable and plain that no 
careful student can fail to note them while pursuing his in- 
vestigations and research. But alas! how many, oh, how 
many hav the courage to defy the malice and vindictiv rage 
of the ignorant and superstitious, and be true to their honest 
convictions and boldly proclaim to the world their ultimate 
conclusions ? 

But you undertake to arrest the doubt that involuntarily 
springs up in the inquiring by an appeal to the alleged ful- 
fillment of the prophecies. Asa class these prophecies are 
all so vague and indefinit that they apply to one person as 
well as another. Icould extend my criticism to each indi- 
vidual quotation to which you referred, and show conclu- 
sivly that the language had no more reference to Christ than it 
had to Alexander the Great, Mohammed, Joseph Smith, or 
W.H. Younger of Keytesville, Mo. But this would be super- 
Anous al no one understands this fact more thoroughly than 
yourself. i 

Anyone who doubted that it only requires a passing 
zephyr to fan into a burning flame the spirit of the Holy 
Spanish Inquisition that ever slumbers in the breast of the 
religious fanatic, had only to witness in you the personifica- 
tion.of a veritable Torquemada as you dilated on the ex- 
peditious Sam Jones method of silencing Infidels by ‘* mash- 
ing their mouths." This favorit method of extirpating 
heretics was doubtless inspired by the following, from the 
immaculate lips of him who spake as no well.disposed man 
ever spake, ‘‘ Bring hither these mine enemies that would 
not that I should rule over them, and slay them before me." 
These parties, it seems, hav objected to being ruled. They - 
love freedom and spurn the usurper’s power. Aud for this 
they are doomed to die. Slay them before me, says the 
blessed Jesus, as I cannot forego the exquisit pleasure of 
You assert that 
that method will take the Infidelity ” (life) out of them 
instantly. You recommend this method doubtless because 
you know that in times past it has been successful in taking 
the Infidelity (life) out, of countless heretics who hav had 
the manhood to express their thoughts in defiance of the 
malevolent hatred of the lamb-like followers of Christ. 

* Ninety-nine skeptics recant on their death-beds.” So 
say you. Why do you talk thus? You know that the 
alleged Infidel, that recants on his death-bed, is not an un- 
believer at all. Oh, no! he believes in the Christian’s God, 
his devil, his heaven, and his hell, but his faith did not pos- 
sess the virtue requisit to the development of an honorable, 
upright man. Being ashamed of his faith, he was a hypo- 
crit all the days of his life. No honest Infidel fears your 
scarecrow of a devil; neither does he fear to face the scorn 
of his imps incarnate. 

Now in conclusion, allow me to thank you for being 80 
considerate as not tosend my former letter to the St. Louis 
Republic tor publication. In that event I should hav been 
perfectly humiliated, and crushed as effectually as though the 
Sam Jones method had been employed. . 

I should not hav addressed my second communication to 
you had you not seen fit to allude to the “‘ fellow that wrote 
you a letter the other day wanting you to giv him light,” 
from the pulpit, in a sneering, Christ-like intonation, aa 
though your clerical dignity shrank at the idea of under- 
taking to giv a little light on the complex question of human 
destiny to one that subscribed himself as an earnest searcher 
after truth. 

We hope you will not think it unkind or diseourteous on 
our part in thus obtruding ourselvs on your attention. You 
know that should his satanic majesty cease to stir up opposi- 
tion, ecclesiastic bigotry, and intolerance, the cleric guild 
would soon find itself stranded on the sands of perpetual des- 
uetude and eternal oblivion. Eliminate from your creed the 
idea of an omnipresent, infinit fiend; dispel the horrid in- 
cubus of an eternity of pains for the majority of mankind 
(to do this is my aim) and your Occupation is gone, world 
without end. Though I would rend the systems of which 
you are the chosen champion and exponent, I owe you no 
ill will personally. I subscribe myself your well-wisher and 
friend. Respectfully, W. E. WALTER. 
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Children’s Coruer. 


Bdited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
Nis Oorner shouid be sent, 


Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour,” 


The Meeting of the Winds, 


NORTH WIND. 
I come from a land of dusk and snow, 
Whero the cold sun dimly shines, 
Over the mountains of ice I blow 
And wail through the stunted pines. 
I hav seen a party of starving men 
Hopelessly waiting for death; 
I hav felt a sudden pity for them 
And chilled them to rest with my breath, 


SOUTH WIND. 
I come from the land of burning sand, 
Where the lion roves at will, 
Where the savage chief leads out his band 
And the joy of life is to kill. 
I hav followed the tiger’s stealthy tread 
And watched the epring of the tawny beast; 
The negro's children might lack for bread, 
But the tiger'8 oubs had a bloody feast. 


EAST WIND. 

I come from the land of cinnamon groves 
And stately date-palm treer, 

Aud the blossoms white of the scented cloves 
I hav tossed in a gentle breeze. 

I hav roved at will where the nightingale sings 
In the grove by the temple near; 

I havy paused a moment by gaored springs, 
Their mystic music to hear. 


WEST WIND. 

I come from the far-off sunset land 

Where the new world meets the old, 
Where the orient stretches out its hand 

The good of the west to grasp and hold. 
I breathe a bymn to the white-winged ships, 

I laugh through the islauder’s sea-girt home, 
Where the coral reef to the ocean dips 

And the waves are white with tho crested foam. 


ALL 
We hav roamed the world from south to north, 
From the west land far to the east, 
Seen all that the skill of man brings forth, 
His greatest works and his least. 
But he comes not yet to his noblest hour, 
His life yet runs on the ancient plan, 
* That they shall take that hav the power, 
And they shall keep that can.” 
Snzanror M. HALL, 
— ——— — 
Patriotism and Christianity. 


Last night, in Dr. Gunnison's church (Uni- 
versalist), the subject before the Young Peo- 
ple’s meeting was The Relation of Patriot- 
ism to Christianity." The young man in 
charge did well in opening the theme by 
defining patriotism as something more than 
love for one’s own country; that it included 
the general principles of morals, without 
which no country could be successful, and 
that true success meant much more than 
property accumulation and military aggrand- 
` jzement. The other speakers mostly- main- 

tained that nearly all the good graces of Uncle 
Sam were due to his having been nursed in 
the lap of Puritanism; one claimed that to 
the church belonged the teaching of morals, 
whilst the schools should be left to wrestle 
solely with the mathematical and material 
sciences. 

Upon the D. D. 's invitation, yours to please 
took up the slack of time in this wise: 

The verse just sung says that the time 
shall come when liberty shall not hav an 
an enemy, and love will be the only bands. 
"Whether or not that condition of society will 
ever occur I shall not attempt to decide, as I 
am neither a prophet nor yet a prophet’s son 

. to foretell what shall and what shall not be 
done; but, according to the teachings of 
evolution, events tend in that direction, and 
that blissful consummation wil therefore 
probably some time be reached if the peopled 
world wags long enough. At least, we 
can all of us thus pleasantly hope, provided 
we hav much of the hope faculty fashioned 
in us. And if that pearly age should arrive, 
then we, or whoever shall be living, will not 
be much bothered by religion or pestered with 
politics; for if love is our only band we shall 
not need other rules of conduct than a knowl- 
edge of each other’s needs and the means of 
supplying them. The best quality that has 
ever been claimed to belong to any religion, 
js love itself. 

Whether or not Christianity be compatible 

with patriotism, or either one a part or as- 

sistant of the other, depends upon the defini- 
tion given to these two terms. I do not care 
to enter into a discussion of technicalities or 
criticism of phraseology, and I hav not the 
time if I thus desired. But I will briefly say 
this: To me it seems that the patriotism is 
but fragmentary which looks only to the 
aggrandizement of one’s own land, which 


seeks the quickest way to the wealth of 
one’s own people, without regard to the 
rights and welfare of each and all on what- 
ever quarter of the globe. For the nation as 
for the individual, it is not good policy, even, 
to try to grow rich regardless of any man’s 
right, to acquire something without render- 
ing an equivalent, for then, sooner or later, 
to the individual, the evil done to another 
will react upon the doer, and the wronged 
will, by being thereby made an enemy, seek 
restitution or revenge, and all his friends 
will join in the contest. Besides, what is 
worst of all, while a man or a people ntay be 
plundered of their goods, the spoiler in his 
pilfering robs himself of what is most valu- 
able to himself—his own honor. 

t My motto is that of the man who has been 
most heartily hated and vituperously vilified 
of any American, born or naturalized, the 
one who first wrote the name * The United 
States," and who did more than any other to 
bring to pass American independence. I 
refer to Thomas. Paine, who repeatedly said, 
‘The world is my country, and to do good 
is my religion? His country is my country, 
and his religion is my religion, if we may be 
allowed the adoption of the word. If any- 
body has & bigger country than that, they hav 
a country too big for my occupation, and if 
anybody has a better religion than that, they 
hav & religion too good for me to put in 
practice; and an impracticable religion, like 
an impracticable legislation, I cannot conceive 
to be of any account; and I am not equal to 
the contract of doing more than the best that 
Ican for such of mankind as I know of on 
the earth. 

“ If Christianity be defined as a compilation 
of the ecclesiastical institutes of the ages, if 
it be held to be the bondage of the dogmas cf 
theologians, the assent to the abstract specu- 
lations of metaphysicians, if it be the uncrit- 
ical and credulous adherence to the traditions 
handed down from the buried dead, unverified 
by our own living experience, if it be the 
authority assumed by the priests as the 
agents of far.off gods, and receivers, con. 
servers, and interpreters of extramundane 
intelligence, then Christianity is something 
that we are much better off without, or, at 
the best use it could be put to, it might, like 
the fox-and-geese and the checker-board,. 
serve to amuse an idle hour. 

„This government of ours, the American 
republic, for which we are asked to be 
patriotic, was made without much reference 
to the gods or the ghosts, to the priests or to 
the churches. Whilst to the gods and ghosts, 
to the priests and churches, were accorded in 
our Constitution all the liberties and protec- 
tion compatible with the rights and freedom 
of the people, the lovers of liberty warn them, 
from the least to the greatest, to keep their 
hands off our charter, their fingers out of our 
chest, for more than what they can get out- 


side of the rights and liberties of the meanest. 


and lowest man breathing, no church, no 
priest, no ghost, no god has any business to 

av. 
it, is Commensurate with universal justice, 
aud if we can hav that without religion, and 
hav it proceeding from the sentiment of 
humanity, then we do not need Christianity, 
which claims that the greatest of all is 
charity; and if we cannot hav charity or 
human affection without Christianity, why, 


then what is Christianity but another name 


for complete patriotism ?” 
JOHN PRE8SOOTT GUILD. 

Worcester, Mase., July 6, a.s. 291. 

—ůää—ͤ̃ v“L— — 
Origin of Well-Known Words. 

Indirectly our word dollar depends upon 
a saint’s name. The word is an abbrevi- 
ation of Joachimsthaler, a coin first minted 
about 1518 in the valley of St. Joachim, Bo- 
hemia. The valley (hal) bears the name of 
the saint. 

Boycott is a word recently introduced, but 
already in use everywhere. A few years ago | 
Captain Charles Cunningham Boycott, an 
Irish farmer and land.agent, angered his 
tenants, and in revenge they refused to work 
for him or to sell him food. To boycott means 
to withhold custom from & man in any line 
of business. 


A martinet is what few soldiers like to be : 


called. Colonel Martinet was an officer in 


the army of Louis XIV. He was so particu- 


lar about small details, so rigid in his disci- 
plin, that he was looked upon as a nuisance. 
His name has come down to us as applicable 
to a military Miss Nancy Finniken. 

Bogus is the corrupted form of the name 
Borghese, that of s noted swindler who 
passed large amounts of counterfeit money in 
the West some years ago. 


The only true patriotism, as I espouse | 


Boniface is the common name for the . i 


lord of a tavern. The original was one of 
the rare kind—a sleek, good-tempered jolly 
landlord—but he was not in real life. He 


was a character in Farquhar's. comedy of 
“ The Beaux’ Stratagem,” written in 1707. — 


e Te ung People; 1 ? 
PARE Lehm 


“ abstract.” A shoe was the subject selected 
by her, and the boys were to write in the first 
person. No limit as to the number of lines 
or words was given them. `` 

Most of the boys wrote and érased during 
the whole time allotted, but the teacher 
noticed one fellow who sat idle until the time 
was Within two minutes of expiring. As the 
sci.olars filed out she said to him: 

* Brown, did you finish your abstract ?" 

„Ves, ma’am,” he answered. 


Curious to see what he-could hav written 


in so dhort a time she looked over the papers, 
and found this: 


"Iam a worn-out shoe, my coffin is the 


ash barrel, my grave the dump.“ 

She says that almost as firmly impressed 
on her memory as this remarkable compo- 
sition is the expression of amazement on the 
boy’s face the next morning when he saw the 
* 100" mark on his paper.— Youth's Com. 
panion, T 
— — — — 

The Silk Threads in Bank Notes. 

The paper upon which bank notes are 
printed is called ‘ distinctiv paper," be. 
cause used exclusivly by the government 
for the printing of bonds and notes. The 
mills where it is manufactured are at Glen 
Falls, Westchester county, Pa. Au agent 
of the treasury department receives the pa. 
per direct from the hands of the manufact- 
urer, and every precaution is taken to keep 
any of it from being lost. ) 

When this distinctiy paper” is being 
made, scraps of red silk threads are mixed 
with the pulp in a big tank. The finished 
material is conducted to a wire.cloth with- 
out passing through any screen. which 
might retain the silken threads. Next, an 
arrangement above the wire-cloth. scatters 
a shower of blue silk threads, which fall 
upon the paper as it is being formed. The 
side upon which the blue silk is deposited 
is used for the backs of the notes, each 
thread being so deeply embedded as to re- 
main permanently fixed. The smooth side 
of the paper, that in which the red threads 
alone are seen, is used for the front of the 
note. Each of these sheets is registered 
as soon as finished. 


What Would Follow 
THE 
Effacement of Christianity? 


BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1, 


Address THE TRUTH BzkxER. 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends wil! please send stamp for circulars and 
: WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLYNKER, 
Bnowrville, Va. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curir g the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


A FARM FOR SALE. 
24 ACRES, 


Beautifully located. 85 miles from New York on 
New Jersey Central R R. Rich soil. Owner re- 
tiring. Price . ie. 

T WHITE, 


4f Care of THE TauTH SEEKER. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


.Bteel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
12115 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid. 
for 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


‘Evolution Series. 


—0— 
Leotures and Discussions before The Brocklyn 
Ethioal Association on Evolution 

` in Science and Art. 


Ane NRBIS qued Wallace, by Edward D. 
pe. with portrait. 

No-2,—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus. B. Wake 
man; with portrait. 


Price 10 Cents each. 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office.’ 


LIFE nes CARE ER. 


Charles Bradlaugh 


| Bene en Holyoake.. l 


Every Freethinker Wants this Life of the Great 


DE he, p Seculariat, by the Father of Seoularism. 
A teacher in a suburban school gave her 
pupils twelve minutes in which to write an 


Ten copier, $1. 


Price; 15 sents, . 
; Address this Office. - 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 
I. E prog: ANTIQUITY, BAOTrERIA, Ero, By 
. iliam Durham. F. R. S. E. 


II. ASTRONOMY, SUN, Moon, STARS, Ero. By Will. 
` jam Durham, F. R. S. E. 


These handy series of volumes on science - of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader, They Suppl: ya popular need. 

The price of each is 50 cents cloth 


THE . 


French Invasion of Ireland in'98, 


Leaves of Unwritten History. That Tell of a 
Heroic Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- - 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYVEDOFF. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. . 
Ink and:go!d side stamps, Price, $1.50. 


The present volume is an effort to reroue from 
comparativ oblivion one of the many extraordi- 


“nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 


war. . t points a moral that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail r. ceive 
appreciation, It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influsnce of newly acquired ambition, . 
and on the other the dabarivg effects of Religions 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Contains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the Freuch Directory, 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Heact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment, 


By J. K. INGALLS, 
Price, Cloth, 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, 


"he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. The Biographies oí 
thrce hundred of the most. distinguished. 
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Price . « . Poenis. 
For all of vue 2 bove books address 
TRUT. 
THE 28 Lafayette Fi. NewYork. 


MATERIALISM AND CRIME 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 5 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


| French Revolution 


ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By W. 8. BELL. 
Paper, 12mo, 25 cents. 


MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


IwwoRTALITY or Its ELEMENTS. 


By A. S. de Pellegrini. 
Paper, . - 15 cents. 


PHILOSOPHY of SPIRITUALISM | 


AND TREATMENT OF MEDIOMANIA. 
By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
Cloth, . i 50 cents. 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 
By VOLTAIRE. 
Terse, witty, and ig Pe poer definitions of theolog- 


‘Price, 25 jm 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
15 cents. 


PRO AND CON OF 


Supernatural Religion. 
Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, Miraculous 
Religion ? 

By E. E. GUILD. 

Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


PYRAMID OF GIZEH. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Narra- 
tivein Genesis and Exodus. 


By Van Buren DENSLOW, LL.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


QUESTION SETTLED. 
BIBLICAL and MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 
By Moses HULL. 

Price, 60 cents. 


Rational Communism, 


Toe Presenr AND FuorusE REPUBLIO oF 
NORTH AMERIOA. 
Advocates associate life and employment as a pre- 
vontive of vice, crime, poverty, etc. 
By A OAPITALIST. 
Paper, 498pp., 50 ots.: clo., $1. 


Relation of Witchcraft to Religion, 
By A. C. LYALL. 
Prica, 10 cents. 


Fruits of Philosophy. 


POPULATION QUESTION. 


By Dr. Knowlton. Edited by Charles Bradlaugh 
and Annie Besant. 


25 cents. 
TRUTH. A Poem. By E. N. Kings- 


ley. 10 cents. 


POVERTY: Its Cause and Cure. 


How the Poor May Attain Comfort and Independ- 
ence. 


By M. G. H. 
Price, . . 


. e e 
Religion of Inhumanity. 
With a Glance at the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FBEDERIO HARBISON. 

Price, 15 cents. 
RELIGION: 

The Gibraltar of the World, as Now Constituted. 
By George T. Bondies. 

With 
Exceptions to the Character of 
Christ us & Gentieman, 
By W. T. Purviance. 
28 cents. 


ucc uc. ee OR OS 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Six Lectures. 

Decline of Faith. 

Protestant Intolerance. 

Washington an Unbeliever. 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. 
Paine and Wesley 

] Christian Sabbath. 

Each, 5 cents; bound, pap., 25 cents; per doz., 40. 


SABBATH BREAKINC. 
By JOHN H. REMSBURG. 
Price, 25 cents, 


St. Matthew Before the Court 


For THE CRIME or FORGERY. 


By BEOULARIST. 
Price, E 10 cents. 


SEMITIC GODS AND THE 
BIBLE. 
including Allah, Jebovah, Satan, Holy Ghost, 
esus Obrist, Virgin Mary, Bible. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
(From Vol. II. Gods and Religions.) 
333pp., pap. , 60 c.; clo., $1. 


10 cents. 


i For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 
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| CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 
TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, TEER These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 


Crimes and Persecutions. 
8vo, 1,118pp. Cloth, $8; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


who may be visiting the places where these socie. 
ties are located, Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
han their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


ISSUED MONTHLY. 
Subscription price, $3 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED, Price. 


1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- . 
erg Almanac. 2 25 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 80 
ens ES sovesseoeteds« eese 
3. Age of Reason, Thomas Paine........... 25 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 
Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 


4. Answers to Ohristian Questions. D. M. 9 man Masonic Temple, 220 Hast 15th street. Lect- 
Bennett... . 25 W S W uresand discussions. The public cordially invited. 
5. Ohristiau Absurdities. John Peck 20 L. K. ashburn 8 orks. 


6. Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire . 10 
7. Ingersoll’s Address on Shakspere......... £95 
‘OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. | 
Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
‘book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Markei 
st, Newark, N. J. Leotures and discussions on 
religious and social quegtions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 
regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 
tian Church. The Thirty-nine 
Articles of. the Ohristian church are thirty- 

I Ri The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 

CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. of a minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 


ere, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. AN ADDRESS ak f ainst the Colorado] 9Y9Bing at 7:30. Lecturer, debates, and discus. 

Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. | py ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, |p beiet Feige. dere. , 10 cante, Pert, Meer Eb; Beos arp. Git „Pro 
J.. eae a * | Spiritualism: Ista Faith or a Faet! e Frese i 

ris and a younger brother 2 DELIVERED BEFORE THE Spiritualism: Is It a or a Fac . UNUM IEEE IEEE MO 

th littl fair education, and much : Spiri H ^ 

Door with Mte m their way through the world by | New York State Bar Association, at Albany,| Price, 5 cents. Brooklyn P hilosophical Associa 


N. Y., Jan. 91, 1890. T img pe Pronina: ia sera 
aniy: as Jesus Insane}. Price, 10 cents. 
The only Complete and Authorized Edition, The Publie Schools and the Catholic 


i 0 
poing to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. Meets at Fraternity rooms, Be diord arende ana 


South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P.M., ever 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Pla 


and disreputable hypocrits, It is just such a story PBIOE, TEN CENTS. : form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 
f human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- ; ~ : Chureh. Price, 5 cents. Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 
Boll to be interested in; and whatever he admires THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. i 


and appreciates ig suro tobe worth the attention 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
est of the world. Price 25 cents. — — ũ 
do RELIGION OF MAN |. FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 

` A tale of Pales ine, founded on the destruction of 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 
meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood sts..at 2:80 and 7:30 P. M. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 


and Tumors CURED : no knife: AND the Moabites by the Jews. Able speskersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 

k free. Drs. G Dix, : 
C ANGE boo r free. eae BATIGNY s 1x, ETH I C S O F S CI EN C E. By A; d MIDDLETON, Seekerpublicationsalwayson handatcheapratef. 
nr Price, 3 i . : 1oente |The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, aud Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Matt and Charles Watts. With Profa- 

_ tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cente. 


A Reply to Father Lambert's 
* Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. i 8 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents, 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 


to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. : 


Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
. Which isthe More Reasonable 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents, ree 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. ` 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tioe. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Beli: fand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historica] and EU Review of the Religion BING, BROTHE. RB, SING. 
: of Man. Hi 
m USE THE 


COoxTENTS: What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- | ; 

lic Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent LIBERAL HYM N-BOOK 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- | In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Obristian gating. ban . | Hymn: DOOR contains songa 
Boheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, liie hi hly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Fate, Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re-] Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Blenker, 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- | and, indeed, by all who hav examined it, Price 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. | W cents. . Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OC- 

The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 


of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So New Zdition, Revised and Enlarged. 


ciety to Oriminale. Doty of Self Oulture. Mar- MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 
: BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 


LOOKING B ACKW ARD Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
By Edward Bellamy, Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 


Author of Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” ete. | The Trade Supplied at Npectal Discounts. 
> ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are A y 
free to receive now light will find in it satisfaction 36 Lafayotte Place, New York. 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. : Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, | sale at this office. Price, 50 cents. 
and to noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. . 
A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present, 
The romantic narratiy is rich in its forecast of 


THE 
Me Ue GU QOO peo, B OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. š 
- = IS A GREAT SUCCESS: 
GIR ARD’S WIL The Srownivg Achievement 1 Besa: 
AND Combined with 4t jeans of Practi 
Girard College Theology. “*'Rockelie) at ue Jewelers 


Bench. 
AN EXPOSE Unequaled in quality and price. Has 16 jewels, 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’smagnificent | patent regulator, Brequet hair-spring (non- 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Ohristian catchable), beautiful double sunk paneled dial, 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH BEEKER and Tnvestt- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Suita, Oor. Bez. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Buuday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand avo., (Fraternity Hall), Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, B. E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

FBANELIN STEINER, Pres, 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock, A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in Macdon- 
ald's Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. Lecot- 
Ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. Franx Morse, Oor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
1 eral Union g 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr's 

Hall. Everybodv invited. Mas. B. M. BERBA, 
es.: J. H. MOWILLIAMS, Rec. Sec. 


Necessity and the Justice of Its : ne 
! i ohurches and Young Men's finely adjusted to heat, cold, and position, stem 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo: Christian Associa- wind and get, new model. In silverine cases, 219 The Walla Walla Liberal Club 
nel Robert Ingersoll) 82 pages in cover tion. 8 ounce coin ai ver, $22.50; 4 oz. dust proof, $25, 
_ Price; 10 cents, By Bion. B. WESTERO0X, D.D., LID, ` | 20, better sold elsewhere Jor $35. In best aakt Moots very Sunday at 2 rm. in Grand Army 
. . B. .D. .D. i , guaran years. , | Dal a : 
Theological Presumption: An Open filled go:d cases, guara years, open face Science Lectures.—Frea Discussions.-O: riginal 


" i . {$27 to $30; hunting, $32 to $25; in 14kt, solid 
Price $1 . Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 801d, $80 10 290 AH „ tiy onpravod E lain, 
Sent prepaid, and cash refunded if not satisfac- 


Letter to the RV. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N. S. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
. Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Ohristianity, 3, Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Fagts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6, Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A. W. OALDER; Bec. 


. . 9 tory. Watches cleaned, $1; springs, $1; andre. 
W W t d free. Best work in the world. Bend for 
Miss IXO 8 orks. testimonials, price lists of ladies’ and cheaper 
— x watches, diamonds, silver ware, cards in colors 
All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. and gold of my 5716 WTS tracts, eto., 
. 
12m0, 300pp., $1. 3: Boose, ILL. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. Rrox, Pres. ; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHARLES SHEA, Bec. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 883pp., $1.25. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Ohildren's Story-Book ever issued. 


AGENTS WANTED cere yape nete 


F A 
opportunity. A. Scott, roadway, M. Y. 


Fort Worth, Tex. Liberal Ciub, 


66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large Meets every Sunday at Knights of Labor Hall, 
SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION type, heavy, toned paper; broad margins, illus- 1604 Main street, at 10 o’clook, a.m. Visiting Lib- 
E 7 trated covers ; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. erals invited to attend. COOL. A. Hargis, Pres. 
OR, THE Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. IAA B. LEE, Beo. 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
f Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


San Ax tonio (Texas) Liberal Asso- 
ciation 

meets every Friday evening at Liberal Hall, 227 

Kast Houston street, Free reading room and cir- 

culating library open every day and evening 

Strangers cordially invited. A. OnaPMAN, Sec. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” „The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” ** The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., ete. 


Send 10 cents for 
this valuable book for 
young and middle- 
s Bed men, suffering 
from a Life-wasting 
Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, 
indiscretion, and ex- 
cesses in maturer 
years. It sets forth 

an External Applica- 
551 latest and best work of an analytic thinker, mecs E QURE, : an E i matters gmot: dow 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render | long standing, how hopeles y a 
the subtlost conceptions the easy property of the | eng Jie Bey, "aed should be in tho hands of 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas | those seeking a speedy and permanent cure, Ad- 
that will be new to the world and productiv of | dress Dr. Bobt. E. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., and 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it | say where you saw this advertisment. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York, . 


Liberty in Literature, 


— 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 


Address at the Testimonial to Wait 


Whitman. id gd "m 1 disiribution it se richly | ` A GOOD WORD. - With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
diga M pesi Rc Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Pus Cloth, 12mo, 21. itarian, and a generous patron of the Freethought i 
: oth, 12mo; $1. press. He has many testimonials to the value of . Price, 75 cents. 
Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- : his progressive and suecessful method of treat- Qo. 
lished at this office. Address THE TRUTH ‘SEEKER. ment, and deserves patronage.—Freethought. Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 
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Bews af the Geek. 


Eprsoopat Bisnor CoxE of Western New 
York denounces bicycling as ‘grossly im- 
modest as well as ridiculous for women." 
He says that women on bicycles look like 
witches on broomsticks.” 
buked by favorers of the hygienic advantages 


of bicycling by women. 


Some believe the secret 
cause of the Chilian war 
to be rivalry between 
commercial firms of 
England and America. 


Matirpa Back rr, of 
Lucca, Italy, bedridden 
with paralysis three 
years, is announced 
miraculously cured by 
intercession of St. Aloy- 
sius Gonzaga. 


TRR French Radicals 
fear that, now that the 
Catholic church bas rec- 
ognized the French re- 
public and authorized 
participation in its 
politics, republicanism 
will be clericalized. 


SANITATION has re- 
ðuced mortality in New 
York city 5 79 per 1,000 
in twenty-five years. But 
under its Tammany- 
Catholic rule it still has 
one of the largest death- 
rates in the Union. 


Ea o year fewer Cath- 
Olics graduate from our 
secular echools and col- 
leges, the ‘‘ reason of this 
pleasant fact being,” says 


He has been re- 


GODS AND RELIGIONS WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, 


i. : ) 
‘ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the: Lisading Philosophers, 
, Vol. L Give a Full ton eene Saas, in jachers, Bkeption Innovators, Founders of ' 


Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. ew Schools of Thuusat, Eminent, Boien- 
80, LO Vol II. Deseribes Fully all tists, oto. (who were not Ohristians) 
0 


from the time of Menu to the pres- 
us Syatems of the World. ent. "Svo, Jepp, cloth, $8; 


$y0,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the leather, $4; MOr., E. 6.,$4.50, 


2 vols., $5; leather, $7; " 
eed gilt’ eaten C BY D. M. BENNETT. - 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


show, 


rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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ems of Thought. | 


I wovrp hav all intoleration intolerated in 
its turn.—Ofesterfield. — 


Tux fool ‘multitude. + « choose by 
Not learning more than the fond eye doth 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. Which pries not to th’ interlor.—Shakspere, 


Amona men who con- 


‘found their ideas with 


words, there must be 
endless disputes. — Locke, 


No man can be saved 
who does not sufficiently 
endeavor to find out the 


truth for himself. Sal. 


Clarke. 


A PEOPLE which takes 
pride in the noble 
achievements of remote 
ancestors will never 
achieve anything worthy 
io be remembered with 
pride by their remote 
descendants.—AMac. 
aulay. i 


I srop n the history 
of other religions and 
the character of their 
sacred books; and I 


` found Christianity to be 


the natura] development 
out of the dogmas and 
traditions of India, Per- 
sia, Egypt, Palestine, 
and Greece. Robert C. 


a Catholic journal, the 
number 8nd efficiency of 
our Catholic colleges and 
convents.” 


Os the night of the 
24 h ult. & mob gathered 
before tbe archbishop’s 
‘palace in the City of 
Mexico crying, “ Death 
to the pope! death to the 
evangeiicali! death to 
the archbishop and to 
the priests! death to religion! long liv Free- 
masonry |” 


Hvor pilgrimages of French workingmen 
to the Vatican are preparing. 


Tux census is assailed by Democrats as 
being extremely erroneous, and admitted by 
Republicans to be somewhat so. 


Count DE HUBNRR, ex-ambassador of 
Austria to France, has written a book in 
which he says that he cannot see how Italy 
can withstard the growing sentiment of 
Catholics in all nations that the pope’s tem- 
poral power should be restored. 


Carsotros continually rejoice that in Bel. 
gium, which until recently was“ impiously 
and oppressivly governed, as France and 
Italy now are, by a handful of Infidels,” the 
Catholics hav risen ‘‘in their might and by 
their ballots buried them from power.” 


TRIERER is trouble between Rev. Dr. Bacon 
and the preachers of Waterbury, Conn. He 
is desired by parishioners, but opposed by 
preachers because when filling a vacant pul- 
pit last smmmer he decried them for running 
away to Europe and leaving the dead with- 
out funeral services. 


A MEMBER of the Italian house of deputies 
recently urged that the 1866 law forbids the 
very existence of a monk as such; but Rudini 
held that it only proclaimed irrecognition of 
monkish bodies or of individual monks in 
any religious capacity, without forbidding 
them actually to assume that character. 


Tux scheme to perpetuate foreign national 


distinctions, in language and otherwise, 


among our immigrants, will fail of adoption, 
not through compunction at continuing 
elements of division and discord in this 
nation, but because of the unwillingness of 
American prelates to be supplanted by 
foreigners. 


Sraristios just issued show immigration 
1820-90: England, 6,460.054; Germany, 
4,551,719; Ireland, 3,501 683; British North 
America, 1,029,083; Norway avd Sweden, 
949,880; Austria-Hungary, 464435; Italy, 
414,519; France, 370.162; Russia and Poland, 
356 358, Scotland. 329,192; China, 293 578; 
Switzerland, 174 333; Denmark, 146,237; 
other countries, 606,006. 


Tnx shrine of St. Anne de Beaupre con- 
tinues, according to authoritativ church 
announcements in Catholic journals, to cure 
the paralyzed, blind, crippled, and otherwise 
diseased. Processions in honor of St. Anne, 
it is stated, hav procured rain in drouth, 
sajlors in the gulf hav been rescued, and a 
few days ago flames consuming a barn were 
quenched upon the farmer's wife casting her 
cross therein and calling on the saint. The 
miracles number twelve thousand. There 


are large collections of crutches, and spec- l- 


tacles and glasses, discarded by the healed. 


— A icem 


A LIVELY. C 


ORPSE. 


And it came to pass, as they were burying a man, that, behold they spied a band of men; and they cast the man 
into the sepulcher of Elisha: and when the man was let d. 
up on his feet.—2 Kings xiii, 21. 
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own, and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived and stood 


, ‘ Ta Adams. 
2 : Cue ud 2 Nernrsa has so tended 
A PAA cL to harden the human 
e 7 E Z heart as the doctrin of 
: OO ee eternal punishment, and 
Z ZT that passage, He that 
Ee 7 believeth and is baptized 
BZ DN. shall be saved, and he 
MPH that believeth not shall 


be damned," has shed 
more blood than all the 
other so-called ‘sacred 
books” of all thia world. 
Ingersoll. . 


Marx the insolence of . 
the priests, who, in shar- 
ing authority with what 


f they call the temporal power, reserve to them- 


selvs all action on the mind, the noblest part 


.|of man, and take it on themselva to reduce 
my part merely to physical action. "They 
;| retain the soul and fling me the corpse!— 
‘| Napoleon Bonaparte. `` ‘ : 


Ose of the results of the extraordinary 
tyranny of authority is that words are abso. 


i lutely distorted from their proper and simple 


meaning, and are used to express the obverse 
ſof their right signífication.— Oscar ide. 


.| WHERE men of judgment creep and feel their 


: way 
The positiv pronounce without dismay ; 

Their want of light and intellect supplied 
By sparks absurdity strikes out of pride: 
Without the means of knowing right from 

wrong, 

They always are decisiv, clear, and strong; 
Where others toil with philosophic force, 
Their nimble nonsense takes a shorter course; 
Flings at your head conviction in the lump, 
And gains remote conclusions at a jump. 

. - Cowper. 


An age which has ceased to value impar- 
tiality of judgment will soon cease to value 
accuracy of statement, and when credulity is 
: | inculcated as a virtue falsehood will not long 
be stigmatized as a vice. When two men are 
firmly convinced that salvation can be found 
only within their church, aud that their 
church can absolve from all guilt, they will 
speedily conclude that nothing can possibly 


be wrong which is beneficial to it. They 


exchange the love of truth for what they call 
the truth. They regard morals as derived 

from, and subordinate to, theology, and they 
regulate all their statements, not by the stan- 
dard of veracity, but by the interest of their 
creed.—Lecky. 


Works of true merit are seldom very popu- 
lar in their own day; for ‘knowledge is on 
the march, and men of genius are the præs- 
tolatores or videttes that are far in advance of 
their comrades. They are not with them, 
‘| but before them: not in the camp, but be- 
yond it. The works of sciolists and dullards 
are still less popular, but from a different 
cause; and theirs is an unpopularity that 
will remain, because they are not before the 
main body but behind it; and as it proceeds, 
every moment increases the distance of those 

sluggards that are sleeping in the rear, but 
diminishes the distance of those heroes that 
hav taken post in the van. Who, then, 
stands the best chance of that paltry prize, 

(contemporaneous approbation? He whose 
mediocrity of progress distances not bis com- 
rades, and whose equality of merit affords a 
level on which friendship may be built; who 
is not so dull but that he has something to 
teach, and not so wise as to hav nothing to 
learn; who is not so far before his compan- 
ions as to be unperceived, nor so far behind 
them as to be unregarded.—Colion. 
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FUTURE PROMISES AND PRESENT PRACTICES. 


ales and Glipgings. 


. Tue Austrian census shows that in the very 
religious province of Galicia seventy-four per 
cent of the population can neither read nor 
write, and only nine per cent can read. 


Tux Catholic gentleman whose wife leaves 
him because he won't follow her into a Prot- 
estant denomination has but a dubious eternity 
before him. He seems to be getting his good 
things in this world.— World. 


Rev. De. Cvvrzz says that in old times, 
when the Congregational Ministers’ Associa- 
tion of Connecticut held a dinner, the place 
where they dined had so much whisky in it 
that it smelled like a bar-room. 


Taz Dublin Hapress says that the English 
will learn from Carlow that ‘‘ the Irish tenant 
farmer . . . isa puppet in the hands of 
Roman Catholic priests and as unfit to be an 
elector as if he were an infant or a lunatic.” 


Says Rev. Dr. Plumb, of Boston, of Sun- 
day newspspers: ''If every man would 
undertake to read these great Sunday journals 
regularly, public worship would hav to go, 
the baser elements in society would become 
dominant, and the republic itself would be 
in danger.” l 


Guonag E. Warma, JR., says: Disease 
is not a consequence of life; it is due to un- 
natural conditions of living—to neglect, 
abuse, and want.“ And Dr. Stephen Smith 
says: Man is born to health and longevity ; 
disease is abnormal, and death, except from 
old age, is accidental, and both are prevent- 
able by human agencies.” 


Ir is said that Postmaster General Wana- 
maker spends his entire salary on his private 
gecretary and the various agencies furnishing 
newspaper clippings. He subscribes to three 
of these agencies, and has given them instruc- 
tions to furnish him with all clippings relating 
to himself and to the postal service. 


Tue price of land in Russia is rapidly fall. 
ing, and it is impossible to foresee when it 
will stop. It would be singular if a process 
of deliberate warfare on flve millions of the 
most industrious and frugal of its people, 
the Jews, did not make Russia poorer. And 
the steady fall in the price of land is but one 
evidence the more of the penalty attending 
a line of policy which hampers commerce, 
paralyzes industry, and oppresses agriculture. 

. Henney Irvine very properly refuses to take 
part in a discussion on **the moral influence 
of the stage,” on the ground that the moral 
influence of the stage is no more disputable 
than the moral influence of literature. In 
other words, there are good plays and bad 
plays, as there are good books and bad books. 
That there can be anything immoral in a 
good play well played is too stupid an idea to 
argue against. 

Tue thirteen superstition, thinks Belford's 
Magazine, perhaps arose from the Last Sup 
per. Leonardo da Vinci, in his famous paint- 
ing on the wall in the refectory of the Do- 
minican convent of Santa-Maria-della-Gracie 
in Milan, unwittingly, perhaps, gave the first 
impulse to the superstition in the minds of 
the ignorant masses who beheld the twelve 
apostles and the master at table. To see be- 
fore their eyes the fatal feast itself must hav 
affected them far more profoundly than could 
the most eloquent sermon on the subject. In 


this picture, too, we see Judas in the act of 
spilling the salt; thus it is fair to presume 
that both superstitions hav practically. the 
same origin. 


NEARLY all physicians and well-informed 
people generally now agree, states the Brook- 
lyn Citizen, that Americans are much more 
healthy than they were forty yearsago. Part 
of the gain is due to the improvement of the 
country in the way of drainage, more to im- 
proved sanitation in city and village, but 
most of all to improved habits. Nearly all 
our popular amusements now are healthful. 
Bodily weakness is almost a disgrace among 
men, and is unfashionable, at the least, among 
women. In fact, the athletic young woman 
begins to be sought after. 

“Tar act of God” is a phrase curiously 
surviving in law from medieval times, mean- 
ing that the act complained of was the work 
of some unexpected accident for which fal- 
lible mortals cannot be held responsible. In 
a recent case the Supreme Court of the 
United States used words that seem to imply 
that as time goes on this plea for escape from 
responsibility is to be less and less regarded. 
In deciding an action for damages incurred in 
a railroad accident the court remarked: 
“ You who know so much about the law of 
God and the processes of nature must hav 
foreseen that the earth hanging over that 
narrow, unprotected cut would be loosened 
by the rain and brought down upon your 
track by the law of gravity. Common pru- 
dence and ordinary engineering skill would 
hav prevented such a result, and we there- 
fore hold you, and not God, responsible.” 
This language deserves attention, because it 
plainly suggests that with the extension of 


skill and knowledge the responsibility of car- 
riers is gradually approaching that of abso- 
lute insurance. In & hundred years from 
now, comments the Sun, perhaps the plea of 
the “act of God” will be unknown in our 
courts, for by that time science may be suffi- 
ciently advanced to provide for every purely 
material contingency. 


TRE discussion in Parliament over discon- 
tinuance of payments to church schools in 
England, which now receive state funds the 
game a8 public schools, has called attention 
to a passage in a catechism now in use in 
church schools in Essex: (Q.) We hav 
among us various sects and denominations 
who go by the general name of Dissenters. 
In what light are we toconsiderthem? (A.) 
As heretics; and in our Litany we expressly 
pray to be delivered from the sins of ‘ false 
doctrin, heresy, and schism.’ (Q.) Is, then, 
their worship a laudable service? (A.) No; 
because they worship God according to their 
own evil and corrupt imaginations, and not 
according to his revealed will; and therefore 
their worship is. idolatrous. (Q.) Is Dissent 
a great sin? (A.) Yes; it is in direct op- 
position to our duty towards God. (G.) 
How comes it, then, in the present day that 
itis thought so lightly of? (A.) Partly from 
ignorance of its great sinfulness, and partly 
from men being more zealous for the things 
of this perishing world than for the Lord of 
Hosts. (Q.) But why hav not Dissenters 
been excommunicated? (A.) Because the 
law of the land does not allow the wholesome 
law of the Church to be acted upon; but 
Dissenters hav virtually excommunicated 
themselvs by setting up a religion of their 
own, and leaving the Ark of God’s Church.” 


. dances in the Liberal papers? 
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en 
inkers of the Young. differently from you taks no cognizance of, you hay | tion of planta and the smaller animals, which seems 
HM re 53 Magazine. i only to present them to your child, and he will be | natural to most young children. It will be easy to 
In my sddress. before the Portemouth congress | all the quicker to appreciate those truths because make him understand that every living creature, 
of the American Secular Union, last October, I said: of the mental training he is undergoing. And if however insignificant, has a right to its life unless it 
My great concern is, how shall we reach the you be a genuin Freethinker, you will say that it has to be killed for food, clothing, ete., or because it 
young? How sball we save them from falling into | matters little what particular phase of Liberalism | is noxious to the life about it, or because it is go 
that religious superstition which puts the cross | your child favors for the time, so long as he is being | crippled that it is only mercy to put an end to its 
highcr than their mcral duty as gocd citizene, and | trained to seek for truth, and only truth, with all | sufferings. z E 
which teaches them to consider what the church | the ardor of his being. Where the right sort of a teacher can be found, 1 
sneeringly calls ‘mere morality, as of little account| I believe that I to-day owe the foundations of my | think that tbe child's duty to himself and others, 
in the sight of the deity whom they worship? How | Radicalism to the fact that I was accustomed, as a | sexually, should be at least outlined, in private talks 
sball we fire them with a desire to mike sn heroic | child, to listen to the grown folks debating theolog- between himself and the teacher. Still better, . 
stand egainst the irignitous union of church and ical questions and so I came to see that such | think, would be instruction on such matters in class, 
state? How skall we fit them to take the vacant | questions might hav more than one side. provided the teacher possess dignity, tact, and the 
places in the Liberal ranks—places left vacant] Certain subjects should be emphasized in Free. | ability to deal with his subject from a purely imper- 
almost monthly by the death of our grsy-haired | thought Sunday-schools. If the plan outlined here | sonal and scientific standpoint.. The talks about. 
veterans ?” seems too extended in scope, remember that I giv it | plant and animal life, in the hands of an experienced 
The work of Freethought to-day is perhaps divisi- | as a suggestion only, and that it need not be carried | teacher, will giv & most excellent foundation for 
ble into three sorts: (1) the protest against religious | out in its entirety. - this instruction. Even a chance word, judiciously 
superstition, and especially against the union cf] 1st. The evil that religious superstition has been | uttered, may be all-sufficient to start the youthful 
church and state; (2) industriel reform; (3) the rela- | to the world, from the days of savagery down. Oae| mind on the right track, where it can think out a 
tions of the sexes, including a study of the laws of | could begin with inner Africa or the South Sea] clean and unselfish theory of sexuality for itself. It 
heredity, scientific marriage, the divorce question, | islands, and ekow the absurdities and barbarities of] has been the disgrace of Ohristianity, that it has 
ete. Nos. 2 and 3 are rapidly crystallizing into | fetich and idol worship. Then sketch the leading | taught mankind to despise the body, and especially 
well-defined theories; but even advanced Radicals | mythologies of the world —Egyptian, Hindoo, Greek, | the sexual nature, as something too impure to be 
can bardly be said to agree upon any one theory to | Roman, Norse, Saxon—expanding or abridging, ac- | talked of casually, much less talked of sufficiently to 
an extent to warrant its universal teaching to the | cording to circumstances. A passing familiarity | be developed to a higher plane. Shall Liberals fol- 
young. It is quite different with No. 1, on which | with the names of the chief gods and goddesses will | low in the footsteps of the monkish promulgators of 
we are almost everywhere agreed. Whatever our | be of value, not only in the child's literary and art Christian superstition? 
differing iems, we are, as Freethinkers, thoroughly | education, but also in studying subject No. 3, dealt 31. The proper study of the Christian Bible is 
united in cur protest against what we hav come to | with later on in this article. Where a conquering | one of the most important subjects of the Free- 
recognize as Obristian superstition; and we also | race, as the Romans, left the nativ religion untouched, | thought Sunday-school. While it is but simple jus- 
agree in protesting egainst the union of church and | teach the child to admire and approve that tolerance. | tice that the Bible should not be read as a religious 
state. Here, then, we hav s well defined belief, Where a new religion was forced upon a people at | authority in the public schools, supported, as those 
which, though negetiv, is substantially a creed. the point of the sword, as Christianity was forced schools are, by the money of Freethinkers and 
But why is it so important to teach this “creed upon the Saxons by Charlemagne, show the child | churchmen alike, it is the hight of absurdity to 
of Freethought” to the young? Because most of the great wrong. The history of the Oatholie expect to oust the Bible from its present place in 
thore who work for this phase of Freethought are, | Inquisition is accessible, and is full of romentic and | literature and art. To destroy it utterly—if such a 
by their own showing, elderly men and women, who | pathetic incidents from which a moral lesson can be] thing were possible—would be to throw away the 
are not only going down the bill of life, but who are | drawn, without dwelling needlessly on the horrible | key to thousands of works in literature, painting, 
much nearer the end than we should wish such use- | details of torture. The burning of Servetus through | sculpture, architecture, and music, whose tendency 
ful people to be. Because the younger men and | Calvin's persecution of him; the reign of Bloody | is undeniably elevating. Its loss would be irretriev- 
women are too much interested in labor reform to | Queen Mary; the forced recantation of Galileo; the | able to scholars and poets. But (and mark you 
trouble themselvs over the encroachments of relig- | burning of Bruno; the shocking oruelties of the} this!) it should. be relegated to its proper place as a 
ious superstition. Because, therefore, when some | duke of Alva in the Netherlands; the persecutions | storehouse of precious myths. Its stories and say- 
white haired soldier, worn out in the service cf of the Waldenses; the odium which the Puritans | ings should be recognized at their true value, as the 
Freethought, drops suddenly, incurred in England, and their hanging of the | attempts of a primitiv people to fix the floating leg- 
Like one who wraps the drapery of bis couch Quakers, when themselvs established in power; the ends of ancient sun, moon, and star worships, of 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams, witchcraft craze; the upholding by the Ohristian | tree, phallic, serpent, and fire worships, into some 
there is none to take his place in the ranks. Jam] church of chattel slavery in this country; her | definit form—in some cases, perhaps, as a vehicle 
glad to note some signal exceptions to this; but, | repeated declarations in favor of sex slavery; the| for the moral teachings of that day, but not always 
generally speaking, those who fight against religious | persecutions of Seventh-day Adventists and Baptists | for any useful purpose at all, but simply to gratify 
superstition with any activity, are men or women on | by First day Christians; the absurdities of the their own crude imaginations. Looked at in this 
the far side of forty; and those who fight with the | American Sabbath Union arguments, and the would. | way, the bewildering vagaries of the Bible take 
most activity, sre usually on the far side of sixty. | be ecclesiastical tyranny of the God.in-the-Conatitu- | shape and coherence. 
It is true that Freethought has gained by this selec- | tion party; the injustice worked by government It is true that there are many gross indecencies in 
tion of matured intellects for her champions. But appropriations to sectarian schools and missions, | the Christian Bible. But so there are in the early 
ghe has also lost thereby, in the undue cultivation | especially in Alaska and among the Western | editions of Shakspere, and, indeed, in the works of 
of seriousness, of materialistic pessimiem, and of à Indians; these are but suggestions for a plan of | most classical authors. To be consistent, those Lib- 
passionate reverence for reason, reason, reason, to | Freethought teaching that could be expanded in- erals who would exclude the Bible from a place on 
the almost total ignoring of that emotional culture | definitly. f . their shelvs for this reason, would hav to narrow 
which only the presence of youtbful enthusiasm can} Of course, to be perfectly fair, it will be necessary | their libraries to a compass beside which the library 
supply. It is rare indeed that we find an activ | to show the child that religious superstition bas not | of the most sanctified Comstockian bigot that ever 
Liberal under twenty-five; almost never do we find | always hindered humanity ; that it has, on the con- | breathed would be wide indeed. To denounce the 
one under the age of twenty. trary, frequently been a stimulus to noble work. | Bible wholesale for the sake of its coarse passages I 
On the other hand, it is from tbe young blood | How far this usefulness of religious superstition has | consider to be neither honest nor scientific. 
that the Christian church to-day draws her great} counterbalanced the evil it has wrought, may safely | It is not honest, because there are many passages of 
support. From babybood up to manhood end | be left to the teacher snd the children for mutual | a high and beautiful morality between its covers ; and 
womanhood, she trains them in ber ways; end far discussion. The more light turned upon this matter, even admitting that those passages hav been borrowed | 
into cid age, they usually render her at least u the better. |: from earlier writers, as is the fact in many cases, still 
nominal allegisnce. Frequently, if is true, they get} 23. But we must be careful not to bring pictures | the original sources are not generally known to the 
their eyes open in middle life, and then they may | of cruelty and bloodshed too persistently before the | public, and their demonstration frequently requires 
turn to us; but the church has already sucked | minds of children, lest they grow morbidly eager to | some research and trouble. Aud is a diamond less a 
the juices of their youthful enthusiasm—those rich | hear of revolting deeds. These matters should be | diamond because found in a mud-puddle? - 
juices which should hav gone to nourish truth, not | but secondary to a far more important theme—the| Neither is the wholesale denunciation of the Bible 
superstition, `- ‘| good to be gotten out of this life, right here and | scientific. Such objectionable passages as exist, if 
What are Liberals thinking of, that they so wan- | now, without waiting until we die. Gae world at read by the light of folk-lore, usually resolve them- 
tonly neglect the training of the young, while they | a time," should be the teacher's text. The interest, | selve into primitiv expressions of reverence for the 
amuse themeelva by doctrinal squabbles and war- the besuty, the joy of this earth-life, as promulgated | sexual nature as sacred. The true scientific attitude 
by Liberalism, should be forcibly contrasted with|in such matters is to face this fact, not to shrink 
the gloom which Christianity has for centuries cast | from it. The Christian Bible is a curious old book, 
over the earth ; and the child should be taught that | and worthy of the most scholarly study that Liber- 
one of his first duties isto be cheerful himself, and | als can put upon it. . 
to help other people to be so. Show him that| Moreover, let us not forget that this book could 
Liberalism is, before all, a religion of sunshine. | not be shut away from our children, even if we would 
Teach him the sacred duty, as well as the good | hav it so, as there is a copy in nearly every house- 
sense, of his keeping the body, mind, and heart ex- | hold in the land. It even lies on hotel tables and in 
quisitly clean and free from whatever tends to | other public places, accessible to all. To forbid it 
blunt their sensibilities. Show him that evolution,|to our children would but. quicken the youthful 
and not special creation, is the law under which the | curiosity. I know of s case where two little girls 
universe always works. The teaching of this sat in a hotel parlor one Sunday afternoon innocently 
modern gospel of evolution should be supplemented ||absorbed in reading the hotel Bible together, when 
by brief talks on geology, astronomy, plant and ani- they were accosted by two boys of their acquaint- 
mal life, etc. Contrast the silence of the Christian |{ance, with the jeering remark that if the girls knew 
scriptures upon the rights of animals, with the elc- {what dreadful things were in that book, they guessed 
quent pleas in their behalf found in pagan scriptures, they wouldn't sit there reading it. Sequel: Indig- 
especially in the sayings and doings of Buddha; nation on the part of the girls, demonstration by 
show the. child that the first man in America tothe boys of the truth of their statement, and a sub- 
move in preventing cruelty to animals was a Free- | kequent competition between the two boys and two 
thinker (Mr. Bergh); show him that the growing |.girle, as to who could lay their finger on the vilest 
tenderness toward animals in civilized countries, is | passages, supplemented by shamefaced giggles and 
chiefly due to the spread of Darwinism, with its | fly innuendoes. 
teachings of the blood relationship existing between | | In how meny such instances is not the imagination 
the inferior creatures and ourselvs. When once the the child stained past all cleansing ! 
child has realized the fact of this relationship, it will Now, there are two ways of dealing with this mat- 
be easy to prevent him from that wanton destruc-|\ter. One is the thus far shalt thou go and no 


There ought to be established throughout the 
length snd breadth of this land, Freethought Sunday- 
schcols. Every suxiliary of the American Secular 
Union, every Liberal society, ought to be the nucleus 
of such a school. If only two children and a teacher 
ean be procured, start with those two children and 
that teacher. If the teaching be good, the school 
will grow. 

What should be taught in such Sunday-schools ? 

It those supporting the school are all of one ism, 
of course that ism should be the doctrinal teaching 
of the school. But if they hold differing isms, those 
isins should one and all be presented to the children, 
just as they would be presented to the grown peo. 
ples Liberal debating society, and under just ss 
strict, parliamentary rulings, allowing each side as 
fair a chance as the other, and forbidding all per- 
sonalities. What is Liberalism worth, if it does not 
trein our children to think for themselvs, and to 
eeize upon the truth wherever found? And if such 
open discussion brings your child to think differently 
from yourself, are you a true Freethin ker to object! 
What i? he comes to think favorably of Atheism, 
when you are a.Theist, or favorably of Spiritualism, 
when you are 8 Materialist, or vice versa? If you 
hav truths on your side which those who believe 
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farther” policy of the church—a policy which ha 


imposed on modern civilization the unnatural teach- 
ing that certain organs of the body (created by God 


himself, think of it!) are impure; that the activities 

of those organs must not be studied about before 

they are put into use—at least, not by young women 

' —in the important relation of marriage; that every 
member of the sex from whom come the mothers of 
the race must enswathe her limbs with heavy 
drapery, lest the law of modesty be infringed by the 
showing of an ankle or the contour of a hip, and 
that she is the most “feminin” whose limbs are the 
most cramped by long, heavy, clinging skirts, eto. 
In short, that the whole matter of sex is so impure, 
so thoroughly vile, that it cannot be contemplated 
by the most virtuous without danger of degradation. 
The other way of dealing with the matter ig that of 
Freethought, which recognizes the fact—the fact, I 
ssy—that all processes of the body are equally pure, 
equally important to bə studied about, and equally 
worthy of scientific, impersonal teaching. Intelli- 
gent Freethought recognizes the fact that whatever 
impurity exists in the Bible has been put there by 
this unnatural teaching of the church through long 
centuries, or by her persistently literal interpreta- 
tion of its stories, as though they were real accounts 
of the doings of real people, instead of being en- 
tirely mythical and allegorical, with no more histor- 
ical foundation to them than there was to the lately 
exploded myth of William Tell. 

It would be not only possible, but ridiculously 
easy, for a committee of Liberal mythologists to get 
up a series of Bible lessons which should explain 
every word in the Christian Bible as the outcome of 
a most interesting mythology. Aud this is what 
ought to be done by Liberals, if they expect to hay 

- their children hold the Bible stories at their true 
value—as being upon exactly the same footing with 
that beautiful sun and dawn myth of Cinderella, with 
the solar and phallic myth of William Tell, and 
others. If we would save our Children from the 
persuasions of the church in after years, it is of the 
greatest importance that they acquire an intelligent 
comprehension of just what the Christian Bible is 
a treasury of pagan folk-lore. 

For instance, Cinderella is the dawn-maiden ; her 
envious sisters and stepmother, the clouds and night 
which try to vail her beauty with the regs of mist ; 
the sun is the fairy prince before whom the dawn 
ever fises. William Tell ig the sun-god, whose far- 
darting arrows are proverbial ; his famous steering 
of the boat across the storm-tossed Iake, is the 
annual passage of the sun across the waters of 
winter and night at Christmas; Gessler’s cap upon 
a pole, before which Tell refuses to bow, is a symbol 
of the more ancient phallic deity. In the Bible, 
Jacob's twelve sons—as so orthodox a scholar as 
Rav. Dr. Seiss admits—are prefigured by the twelve 
constellations of the zodiac. Their sister Dinah is 
the moon; her adventure with Shechem is but a very 
innocent occultation of the moon with some bright 


star. 

4th. Last, but not least, every Freethought Sus- 
day-school should encourage its children to join the 
American Secular Union ss soldiers pledged to do 
battle for the right, for Freethought, and for thst 
secularization of the state which alone can make 
secure such right. The pansy—or whatever symbol 
be finally adopted by our people—should be con- 
stantly before the young Liberal as the symbol of 
Freethought, just as the cross is held up before the 
young Ohristian. These two ideas—the right to 
freedom of thought, and the importance of enlistment 
in the army of the American Secular Union which is 
contending for that right—should be interwoven 
with all the instruction. 

' Bo shall we beard the lion in his den. So shall we 
carry the war into Africa. So shall we raise up for 
the coming generation a well-trained army to do 
battle successfully against the organized forces of 

church bigotry. 

Perhaps still more important, and, in many cases, 
easier to start, would be the Freethought lyceum 
for young people in their teens. Recitations, dis- 
logs, debates, music, theatricals—in fact, any sort 
"of nttractiv and mildly improving amusement—-can 
be relied on to bring the boys and girls together. 
Such a lyceum should become a central exchange for 
the newest and most interesting ideas; it should be 
a gay, pleasant place for the young people to come 
io; and it should invariably hav a sprinkling of 
grown folks, whose influence shall keep the lyceum 
alike from the extremes of boisterousness and of 
tamenese—two drawbacks which almost always occur 
in a society composed exclusivly of the very young. 
With a little tact and affection on the part of the 
grown folks, and care in maintaining these societies 
on a strictly Freethought basis, such lyceums will 
become the natural recruiting-ground of Liberslism. 

In addition to the Freethought Sundsy-school and 
the Freethought lyceum, we need literature espe- 
cially written for young Freethinkers; and of this 
there seems to be a scarcity, as most of our literature 
is adapted only for mature minds. We need books, 
attractivly written, setting forth Freethought prin- 
ciples ; and we need a young people's paper. Never- 


the literature would soon spring up to meet the 
demand. 

In conclusion, therefore, I would once more urge 
on Liberals the necessity which is upon us, to train 
up the coming generation as stanch Liberals, by 
means of Freethought Sundsy-sehools and Free- 
thought lyceums. There is an old couplet which, 


though time-worn, is well worth quoting here: 


'Tis education forms the common mind; 
J ust as the twig is bent, the tree’s inclined. 


Ipa C. Onapptox. 


Money. 


I do not believe that the government can make money 
by law.— Colonel R. G. Ingersoll. 

Is it possible that Colonel Ingersoll—Our Bob—is 
reported correctly in his remarks which hav appeared 
from time to time in various publications on the sub- 
ject of money? Does he giv us his views or convic- 
tions honor bright” touching the subject, do you 
think, or is he like the clergy, bound by his environ- 
ments to eater to the opinions of privileged classes ? 

Having read a goodly number of the colonel's 
works on different topics, I am willing to bank high 
on his ability fo excel any and all writers, living or 
dead, in a clear. comprehension of all subjects upon 
which he writes that hav come under my observation, 
save and except the “ money question.” 

His view, as expressed in the above quotation, 
which is from a St. Paul dispatch to the Philadel- 
phia Press,” nob only conflicts with the teachings of 


all the most advanced speakers and writers, and with 


the decisions of our highest judicial tribunals; but 
his statement sounds “queer” to every citizen who 
is at all posted concerning the government's financial 
legislation, or recognizes the right of the people to 
equality before the law. Hence, please allow suffi- 
cient apace in the veritable Trova Szexer to call his 
attention to & few bottom facts involved in the sub- 
ject of “ making money by law.” 

Now, in order to prove “ that the government can 
make money by law,” it is only necessary to come to 
an agreement in regard to what constitutes money. 
If the idea that money is not wealth, is once clearly 
established in the mind, that it is public credit, or a 
check for the delivery or distribution of wealth; 
none would attempt to argue that Congress, the 
agents of the people, cannot coin, stamp, fabric ate, 
and make money by law, in the same sense that s 
person makes a note. Colonel Ingersoll, no doubt, 
holds to the idea that gold and silver is money. If 
it is true, that settles it. I cheerfully concede the 
government cannot make gold or silver bylaw. But 
it is not true; that idea, or assumption, has been 
exploded over and over again. It is the stamp, or 
impress, of the government, and the law or act of 
Congress making it legal tender, that constitutes 
money, and not the material or substance which 
beers the impress. Ali standard authorities are in 
unison on this point. 

Hence, when the people’s agents coin or stamp 
money, they simply transfer the nation’s credit to the 
material selected, which by the terms of the legal- 
tender law must be redeemed in labor and its prod- 
ucts. - The legal-tender act is the money function, 
and by its laws for the collection of taxes and debts 
the government enforces the decree. Regardless of 
the material or substanca upon which it is stamped, 
money is public credit, a floating perpetual debt, and 
bears the same relation to the nation at large that 
a note does to the citizen. 

Article I, section 8, of the Constitution, declares 
* that Congress shall hav the power to coin money." 
Which is equivalent to the authority to meke 
money, and is s part of our fundamental law. The 
records of Congress will show conciusivly that in 
accordance with this decree, on the 24 of April, 1792, 
Congress passed a law establishing a mint for the 
purpose of coining money, and from that day to the 
present time a “mint” of money has been coined, 
stamped, and by law mede a legal-tender. 

Thus do we prove not only “that the 
government can make money by law,” but that 
during the past ninety-nine years it has been 
off and on engaged in the manufacture of 
“filthy luere." Again, in the same dispatch the 
colonel is reported as follows: “I ask this one 
question: If the government can make money, why 
should it collect taxes? Why not make what it 
needs, and stop bothering the people.” Now, it is 
quite evident from the nature of this query that he 
sees at once (what I am sorry to say seventy-five per 
cent of our voting population do not seem to realize) 
that if the government can make money, it is its 
obvious duty to make and issue ib to carry on its 
expenses in the line of ita present mode of texation. 
This, coming from the source it does, is truly grati- 
fying and encoursging to the earnest reformer, for if 
the F. A. & T. U. can enlist an advocate of the col. 
onel’s mental caliber, whose life-long devotion to the 
cause of truth, justice, and humanity, and eloquent 
appeal for “ liberty for man, women, and child,” pre- 
eminently fit him for the position, then, indeed, 
there will be no such word as fail. 


1891. 


theless, if we had our Sunday. schools and our lyceums, 
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The colonel seems to thiok the Cincinnati plat- 
form defectiy. There are very many who are pain- 
fully aware of the fact; hence, it is his imperativ 
duty to formulate a better one and force it to the 
front. C. Dorrox. 


— — ————————— 
À Christian Characteristics. 
' While there are many really good people in the 
churches, yet they are not good because of the 
tar es for “A man is a man for & that, and a’ 
^ ad 

One of the characteristics of the official and offi 
cious man who carries the platter, ete., is bigotry, 
another is envy, and covetousness also is noticeable. 
These are the natural growth of the church’s 
methods of oficial education. The most prominent 
trait of this very useful individual (to the church), 
however, is Gall, with a great big G. 

This is rapidly developed by their eternal system 
of wholesale and retail begging. 

A good collection is & great power in the church 
as well as in the outer world. I was held up to 
righteous ridicule publicly once by an antiquated, 
dilapidated, self-opinionated old oger who held the 
souls of a certain conglomerated mess of the faithful 
under the shadow of his wing, because I refused to 
allow my little daughter (eight years old) to go on 
the street begging for missionary pennies. Ob, all 
ye Gods! I call upon you to conjure up from amid 
the most damnable of earth's practices a more debas- 
ing spectacle than a number of little innocent girls 
gent forth on an errand like this in the name of any 
or all the Gods. 

Another church charecteristic is penuriousness. 
Their motto seems to be, Gat all you can, from any 
source you can, and by any means you can, but giv 
none of it for any other purpose but the tightening 
of our cord around humanity. T 

I hired to a man once to solicit “ subs,” “ads,” 
eto., for a religious and secular weekly. He gave 
ms a church directory, and I worked among the 
faithful for two days and nary dollar did I get. 
They all wished Brother ‘“‘auasese,” but not 
$2 worth. He then said that “he saw he would hav 
to leave it largely discretionary with me how I should 
work.” 

I told him I did not know of but one way to ask 
the public for favors, and that was to put my scheme 
on its merits, and if it had any, success was certain 
in this country. I also asked him if he had any 
tabooed classes. He said no; he would be glad to 
hav a copy in every saloon in the city. I started out 
and solicited subscriptions on the basis that Those 
people, you know, are proverbially numerous and well 
heeled, and a small favor shown to their paper [we 
print a list of new “subs” each issue] will be a pay- 
ing investment.” The result was, I was loaded down 
with silver dollars in half a day. The old mossback’s 
eyes glistened when I shoveled them out on his desk, 
and he gasped out, Why, where and how did you 
get all this in so short a time?” “By legitimate 
newspaper work,” I replied, 

Sequel. He had told me to canvass saloons, and 
I had $8 of saloon money in the pile. He only knew 
the name of ove of those men; and when I handed 
him the list of names for publication, he discovered 
P. Lacey among them and said he could not allow- 
that name to goin. “You will take his $2, print a 
list of men each side of him, and while you are not 
asked to do aught except to merely giv his name as 
a subscriber, you will slsp him in the face by leaving 
it out.” “Ob, yes, sir, II hav to do it.” I then 
informed him that if the morals of the people were 
at such a low ebb that just the name of as liberal 
a man as any town was ever blessed with could ma- 
terially affect them, then, as my morals were just a 
little shaky anyway, I could not risk working for it. 
And thus the religious and secular business snd I 
parted company on the spot, although I did not 
know where my next sack of flour was to come from. 
I will not do such work for any money. If a man 
wants to curse any class of men, let him not ask 
them for favors, is my motto. R. Brirron. 

Neola, La. 


— . — — 


Hew to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and 
thus save a half dollar apiece. 

2. Gat your newsdesler to display it on his stand 
or in his shop window. Be sure that he displays the 


pictures. 


3. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to teke off his 
hands at the end of she week any that remain unsold. 
If he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
among your acquaintances. On your request, we 
will send you back number sample copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be 
picked up—in the train, in the factory, in the 
mecting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Leave it picture-side up. s 

6 Keepin your pocket some of our cheap tracts, 
and when convenient hand one to a friend. - 

7. Get a new subseriber by persuading some friend 


Ito take it. 
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The American Secular Prion. 


R. B. WESTBROOK, President. 
BoARD oF DIRECTORS. 
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E. 

E W 
Ipa pn Trg Beoretary, pet 
. 0. „Treasure „ 8 
DAD REORDIG SxORETÁRY, Ida O. Oraddock, Broad and Columbia 

ave. Philadelphia, Pa. . 
TREASURER, F. C. Mende, Broad and Columbia ave., Philadelphia. 


A Word to Auxiliaries. 


Some time ago, we appealed to our auxiliary 
societies to show themselvs really auxiliary to the 
national society by giving it their support, both 
fiaancially and personally We suggested that five 
cents quarterly from each of their members to the 
American Secular Usion would be a suitable money 
contribution ; or, if five cents were found to be too 
great a drain on the pockets of the members, to 
make it one cent quarterly. . 

A few auxiliaries, whose »ames we giv below, 
hav responded with contributions for the parent 
society. The officers of a number more hav written 
to us, approving the plan, and promising to do what 
they can to get their members to act favorably 
thereupon. We could wish that those auxiliaries 
contributing were more numerous; but, when one 
considers that absolutely no system of regular con- 
tributions from auxiliaries has existed during the 
fifteen years of our society’s existence, we cannot 
help congratulating. ourselvs on the beginning here 
set forth as a successful one: 


ough Aug. Jehle, treasurer. . 6 25 
Boston Ingersoll Secular Society, Boston, Mass., 
through Geo. N. Hill, secretary. . 0 
Massillon, O., Becular Union, through Mrs. Jacob 
NCES EAE ee — 0 
Total. . ATE ETTET *. $13 45 


Had similar contributions come in from all the 
societies whose officers hav written approvingly of 
this plan, the total here given would hav been 
several times as great. 

In connection with this, the following letter from 
Mra. Jacob Pitta (aot written for publication, but 
published by her permission) will be interesting: 


Miss CRADDook, Dear Madam: Inclosed find money. 
order for two dollars and twenty cents for the American 
Secular Union from the Massillon Liberals. Fifty cents are 
from myself, as I was fifty years old yesterday and gave a cent 
for every year, instead of one cent for each member in the 
family, as I hav no one but my husband. 

It is very kind of you to make me a member of the Ameri- 
can Secular Union. I am proud of it, and thank-you for the 
very nice letter. ` 

We did not hav any meetings since March. I collected 
the money just as I could, when I met any of the members. 
Hoping you will be encouraged to keep on in the good work, 
I remain your fellow-member in the cause, 

Mrs. Jacos Piers. 


No meetings since March, and yet a contribution 
gént in, all through the persistent efforts of one 
woman! Verily, such things put to shame those 
auxiliaries which are meeting right along but which 
nevertheless quite forget the support they owe to 
the national society! If the term “ auxiliary " means 
anything, it surely means “a help" How many 
Liberal societies which to-day claim to be “ auxil- 
iary" to the American Secular Union, are in any 
sense “a help" to the parent society whose charter 
they hold? How many are doing effsctiv local 
work for state secularization? How many exist 
to whom we could turn for effectiv help in a looal 
fight involving the principles of the American 
Secular Union? How many auxiliaries recognize 
their duty to contribute financially to the support of 
the national society a regular sum, however small? 

Alas, and alas! that I who write these questions 
should hav to chronicle the abounding weakness of 
the auxiliary backbone! 

It is high time, it seems to me, that something 
were done to winnow the wheat from the cheff, and 
to condense from the numerous auxiliaries through- 
out the country, a fighting force of Liberals which 
shall be really available for good work. I am in 
hopes that, at the next annual congress, a move 
may be made to retain on our rolls only those 
. auxiliaries which contribute to the financial support 
of the parent society, and which strengthen its 
national inflaence by local work for state seculariza- 
tion. But I am aleo in hopes that, long before that 
congress, an inherent sense of duty may brace up 
many of our laggards, and bring them back into the 
ranks of working, ccoperativ auxiliaries. Come, 
friends, let us hear from those gocieties among you 
which really believe in the Nine Damands of the 
American Secular Union, and which really care to 
ecóperate in the work of state secularization. What- 
ever other reform work you are engaged in, it 
certainly behooves you since you hav embarked on 
the Secular boat, to step up promptly to the captain’s 
offise and settle, and also to cooperate harmoniously 
with the other passengers and the crew. Every 


* | work? 


$ 


LE 


auxiliary should be a supporter, financially and with 
local work, of the American Sscular Union. 

How many auxiliaries that read this will come for- 
ward, promptly and cheerfully, to the support of 
the present society and thus win & place on the roll 
of honor as real “auxiliaries” or “helps” in our 

d Ina C. CzApr»ocx, 
Corr. Sec. American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, July 24, 1891. 


— — —-— — 
Reply to Miss Craddock. 

To raz Eprror or Tue Teura SRERRRR, Sir: I hav 
tried my best to “ cooperate” with the Secular Union. 
Ida says, * Mr. Jamieson is the early bird who sees 
the worm, and who, let us hope, also catches it.” I 
hav had no ambition to swallow the Union. I wanted 
to gee à practical plan tried to enlist in the service 
of the Union all lecturers that chose to work for it. 
But since reading Miss Oraddock's reply to me I am 
satisfied that this is not the wish of the mansgers of 
the Union. Miss Craddock says, We must insist 
on our right to use discrimination in accepting the 
gervices cf such lecturers as may offer ;" this, taken in 


| connection with her statement, that there are bad“ 


lecturers and “indifferent” lecturers, is tantamount 
to.a rejection of my plan ; for I, poor, short-sighted 
mortal, said I wanted all lecturers to be treated 
alike, privileges for none; and I said “I will agree 
to no plan that will exclude my brother or sister 
lecturer.” Why, then, should Miss Oraddock hav 
called upon Liberals to send in $300 for my services 
when the terms of my offer were refused ? 

My views are too broadly democratic for the 
Union and too indiscriminatingly liberal in the 
selection of workers for the advocacy of state Secu- 
larization and the organization of Szcular Unions. 
That is, it will not do to accept the “services of 
such lecturers as may offer.“ Some cf them 
are “bad,” others indifferent lecturers. They will 
be permitted to “mention” the Secular Union, but 
should never bs employed by it. They are not 
good enough for that! Were not the words before 
me in black and white, I would question the fact of 
auch a statement being made by go level-headed” a 
woman as Miss Craddock. For she says, What we 
hav asked, and what we hava right to expect, I 
think, is that every [every] Freethought. lecturer in 
the country, whether paid iu dollars and cents for it 
or not, should, when opportunity offers, mention at 
least the existence of the American Secular Union, 
a8 a society organized for the express purpose of 
state secularization, and holding out a welcome to 
Liberals of all isms.” But do Judge Westbrook and 
Miss Oraddock welcome all Liberal lecturers? 
“Every Freethought lecturer in the country” is 
asked to help the American Secular Union; but it 
does not propose to do anything for them— that is, 
for any that are “bad” or indifferent lecturers. 
Oaly the * good" may apply with the least hope of 
being accepted, to wit, good talkers. An applicant, 
however earnest, self sacrificing, sincere, cannot 
enter into the gates of glory of the American Secular 
Union, as a hired “ field secretary," unless he or she 
is a good speaker. Says Miss Craddock, All sincere 
and earnest people are not equally desirable as 
speakers“ But are not all sincere and earnest 
people desirable as workers? Is it nob a fact that 
some of the very best speakers are the poorest 
organizers? And as practical, every-day, business- 
like workers are they not a failure? How much 
oratory does ib require to “mention” “the exist- 
ence of the American Secular Union, as a society 
organized for the express purpose of state secu- 
larization,” and quietly adding (without the least 
attempt at eloquence) said Uaion holds out a wel- 


come, with both hands, to Liberals of all isms?” 


This takes them all in, “ good, bad, and indifferent." 
But it is not extended to all lecturers of all isms who 
believe in state secularization. Says Miss Oraddock, 
“Tt is manifestly the duty of every lecturer [good, 
bad and indifferent]. who loves the cause, not only 
to mention our existence, but to suggest the advis- 
ability of their audiences ecóperating with us.” 
Tread lightly round its couch. When a society, like 
an individual, begs the world to remember tnat it 
still exists, it is nearly dead. The most economical 
thing the Liberals can do this fall is to bury it in 
white satin, and place a pansy blossom on its grave. 
Mr. Wettstein's torch of liberty might be placed at 
the graveyard gate to keep off ghouls. It was a 
sweet little thing while it lived; did little harm and 
very little good. What good it has done is to be 
credited to the careful nursing of Miss Craddock. 
The old Liberal League was made up of sterner 
stuff. It was felt as a power in the land. The 
church feared, hated, and vilified it. 

Oar sister says she trusts the Liberals of the 
country, if they really feel they had rather sustain 
ten lectures at $300 each than to pay one man 
$2000 or $3000 a year, “will duly send in the 
necessary $300, which is the price of Mr. Jamieson's 
ecoperation." No, ma'am, my coöperation was as 
“free as the grace of God.” Organizing societies 
involves extra time and extra expense. If this were 
not the case, why offer to pay one “field secretary” 
a large salary for doing this very work ? 
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My cffer was made in good faith in order to, if 
possible, unite all the leaturers in the field, beginning 
with ten (aot with one at $300 nor $3 000), if funds 
should ever warrant, hoping that all lecturers would 
be finally induced to join, when assured that part of 
jen actual expenses would be paid from a common 

und. 2 D 
As my plan is not acceptable to the Union managers 


I will proceed with the single handed, but joyously 


free and independent method of thirty years, slashing 
the church that would destroy our nation. 

Not only politeness but justice requires that I add 
this: Ida C. Oraddock is certainly one of the most 
vigorous workers that has ever held the office of 
secretary of the American Secular Union. She is 
carrying it through more difficulties than it has ever 
known. If its life is saved Miss Oraddock must save 
it. In my opinion it ean best be done, and most 
economieally, by the Liberals of the country adding 
$1.000 to her salary (for additional expenses), makin 
$2 000 a year, and hav her go out and be the “field 
Secretary" herself. She could hav her main address 
in Philadelphia, and travel over the Union giving 
lectures, organizing societies, becoming better ac- 
quainted with the Liberals. She will organize more 
Secular Unions and do more for the perpetuity of the 
Secular Union than any five men that can be sent out. 
I believe a warm welcome awaits her in hundreds of 
Liberal homes. Her enthusiasm and earnestness are, 
too, just what the Liberals need to inspire them with 
ardor in this great work. W. F. JAMIESON. 

Des Moines, Ia, 


et 
Independent Slate-Writing, ete. 


Broruzr Macponatp: In your private letter dated 
July 221 you say: 

Why is it that Keeler wouldn't write for me? Why doall 
mediums refuse to sit when ordinary precautions are adopted 
against fraud, when they advertise to get writing under just 
such circumstances, and allow their friends to blow about 
them? Find me a slate.writing medium who will get 
writing without touching the slate and I'll print it big. 

Your first question is an abridgment of a state- 
ment made editorially March 29, 1890, to wit: 

When, however, it was proposed that the conditions be 
made such that the medium could not hold the slates away 
out of sight or otherwise manipulate them, the media refused 
the sittings as one man. 

My answer to that at the time was: 

In no instance, so far as I know or hav been informed, 
does Mr. Keeler ** hold the slates away out of sight;” but 
in every instance, I believe, or suppose, he manipulates one 
or both slates. I apprehend, therefore, that his refusal to 
allow you a sitting was due to your unreasonable require- 
ment that he should not touch the slates. After he haa 
handled them the sitter is allowed to critically examin and 
tie them. 

It is an error to say that the conditions are im- 
posed by the medium. He is the passiv inatru- 
ment of an occult power that is often capricious. If 
he antagonizas his so-called “control” he is likely 
to lose his mediumship. 

My own experience at a second trial of slate- . 
writing was even more wonderful than the first. My 
questions were all prepared and sealed before I 
went. Before I put the bit of slate pencil between 
the slates I carefully looked on both interior sur- 
faces to be sure there was no writing there. I tied 
them with my handkerchief. After sitting awhile 
Mr. Keeler asked me to put the slates back of me 
on the chair. I did so, and in a few moments, at bis 
direction, took them in my hand, untied them, and 
lo! one was full of writing. 

Meanwhile, at his request, I took a third slate, 
one of his own, on which I knew there was no writ- 
ing, and held it under the lid of the table, with a bit 
of slate peneil on it. Mr. Keeler kept both his 
hands on the table, and never touched that slate 
after he had handed it to me. Presently I drew it 
out from under the table-lid, and there was a com- 
munication correctly signed by my eldest deceased 
brother, in answer to my sealed question. And 
never before had I sought a communication from 
that brother. 

In this instance the medium did not touch the 
slate, and while I held it the writing came upon it. . 
Nor did he touch the slates behind my baok, when 
the writing came upon one of them. 

There is no more observant or critical woman than 
my wife. A skeptic from childhood, she would not 
believe in snother life but for personal proofs 
through spiritual phenomena. She went for slate- 
writing lately & second time. She prepared her 
questions at home, and took our marked slates. It 
was 2 o'clock in the afternoon of a bright day 
and the sitting was before a southern window. Mr. 
Keeler sat in a rocking-chair on the opposit side of 
an ordinary table. He did not handle the slates 
preparatory to the writing. He said they should be 
washed. She replied that they had already been 
washed at home. But, said he, there are some 
spots on them.” Those are defects in the slate,” 
said she, and cannot be rubbed out." Then, reach- 
ing over his hand, he placed it on the top slate for 
a few seconds and withdrew it. “Look,” said he, 
“ there is a cat’s head.” And sure enough there was 
an excellent outline of a cat's head, about the size of 
a silver half-dime. It was not there before Keeler 
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put his hand on it, and it is there yet, being 
indelible, and apparently soratched by a sharp, hard 
substance. 
And that was all the touching done by Mr. Keeler, 
except when it came to holding the two tied slates 
for the writing. There was certainly no writing 
there when Mrs. Burr put the bit of pencil between 
them herself and tied them together. But in less 
than five minutes, after waiting nearly an hour for 
the manifestation, the two interior surfaces were 
written full of messages. She had brought nine 
interrogations folded up in wads, which go remained 
in sight all the time before her; and in the closed 
slates came seven answers to the secret questions. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Keeler would anticipate somo of the 
communications verbally, giving the correct names 
and proper answers. 

And now let me submit the testimony of a physician 
whom I hav known for twenty years past, and who 
has been practicing in this city (Washington, D. O.) 
since 1853, Dr. T. Hansmann. 

He says that at ten years of age he was an ex- 
expert sleight-of-hand performer in Germany, and 
that recently when he witnessed the trick of slate- 
writing by the magician Kellar, he saw how it was 
done in s few moments. 

Dr. Hansmann was an unbeliever in Spiritualism 
until six years ago, when he began to investigate the 
phenomena. He could not believe the possibility of 
& spirit’s return until, after repeated tests, all doubt 
was removed, and now there is not a more ardent 
Spiritualist than he. 

Passing over his earlier experience, I come down 
to slate-writing, which began with him oniy three 
years ago, through Pierre Keeler. The first time 
there was no touching of the slates by Keeler until 
after the doctor had tied them. Then came a second 
slate-writing, when, he says, Keeler did not 
touch the slates at all. And one of these first com- 
munications was from the doctors brother in good 
German and characteristic handwriting. 

During the three years past Dr. Hansmann has 
got more than three hundred slates full of writing, 
chiefly through Keeler, but many through De. 
Stansbury, late of Boston, and a number through 
others. And in repeated instances the writing was 
obtained without the slates being touched at all by 
the medium from first to last. A dozen times, at 
least, Keeler did not touch the slates at all, several 
times Dr. Stansbury did not, and in two or three 
instances other mediums did not. 

Many of these slates are preserved, and the dostor 
takes great pleasure in exhibiting them every Thurs- 
day evening at his office to anybody who wishes to 
see them. Some of. the slates are porcelain and 
sometimes the writing is indelible. 

He showed me a dozen or more book-slates of six 
pages each, all full of spirit writing and identified by 
his private mark put there prior to the performances. 
At the first trial he put the book-slate between two 
folding-slates. In about twenty minutes he tock it 
out full of writing. Then he treated in the same 
way three other book-slates, and he says they were 
all written full in about a minute. The contents he 
read to me and I inspected the writing. One of 
them contained one hundred and twenty-three 
names, many of them apparently autographs of well- 
known deceased persons. 

He also had two small blank books, with his 
address printed on the covers in gilt, and each one 
with an ornamental title-page made by a female pen- 
man. These books, of one hundred and twenty 
pages each, are full of messages from the departed, 
and many of the autographs appear to be genuin. 
I was especially interested in two communications in 
short-hand signed William Blair Lord. I was associ- 
ated with Mr. Lord as an official reporter of the 
United States Senate from 1850 to 1854. He and I 
were partners in New York from 1857 to 1865, and 
we were both on the House corps of official reporters 
from 1865 to 1869. He died in December, 1884. 
I hav myself had several messages from him, some 
in short-hand; and here, to my surprise, in Dr. Hans- 
mann’s book I found two more. ; 

The method of obtaining this writing was by 
wrapping the book in & cloth and waiting for the 
influence in the presence of Mr. Keeler. And Keeler 
did not touch the book. It took three sittings to fill 
the one hundred and twenty pages with messages. 

All this is doubtless too marvelous to be credited 
by half the readers of Tn Trurn Sxxkzn, few of 
whom, I dare say, are greater skeptics than was Dr. 
Hansmann six years ago; but I beg the toleration of 
the incredulous while I add a little more, 

Some of the book messages are amusing, for exam- 
ple, a vratty fair drawing of a church steeple, with 
this inscription undernesth : 

The curse of creation. Henry Warp BEXOHER. 

Dr. Hansmann has a little bit of the garment 
worn by Abrahem Lincoln when he died. He 
planned a secret test with it. Wrapping it up in 
several layers of paper and taking also his little 
book, he called on Keeler for a eéance. Keeler held 
the folded paper to his forehead and presently 
uttered a cry of pain, saying or implying that some 


à 


book wrapped up in a cloth, and pretty soon, when 
the cloth was removed and the book opened, lo! 
there was the bit of cioth and the. following written 
message: 


It is a painful reminder to me of a sad event in tl e history 
of many lives. 


beings hav forgiven me, but I hav never forgiven myself. 


‘written in good Greek, good French, and legible 
phonography. The German writing I cannot read 
very wel, nor the Chinese, the Japanese, or the 
telegraphic writing at all. 


through Mrs. W. M. Keeler. 
when she was in another room. I laid them in a 
pile, face downward, on the table. 
handed me some bits of pencil lead, which, to. 
gether with the slips of paper containing my ques- 
tions, I put in the envelope and sealed it. 


with the envelope. 
her. 
and finally she held it by two corners while I held 
the other end. It was never for a moment out of 
my sight, and only for a few seconds out of my 
hands. 
on cutting it open found other writing than my own 
on five of the eight slips. There were three answers 
properly signed. 
without a signatura. 
to Wm. Blair Lord (his name being also written in 
short-hand by me), the response was two cross strokes 
over the writing, and clumsy initisls W. B. L.“ 
underneath. A sixth paper contained a hasty sketch 
of a head. artistically done, but not a likeness of my 
did Frank, whom I had addressed for the first 
1me. : 


me a slate-writing medium who will get writing with- 
out touching the slates,” says the Editor of TRR 
Truru Szexsr, and TIl print it big.” 
sure whether Keeler did not touch the slates at some 
time during every sitting. That seemed to be s 
necessary condition. I knew if was his practices to 
hold on to the tied slates when the writing came, but 
not always. 


one was shot in the head. A little later, and without 
being told what was in the paper, he said, The 
cloth has been taken out.” -“ Then it must be given 
back,” said the doctor. Meanwhile there was the 


I herewith restore to you the piece of Mr. Lincoln’s coat. 
God and my victim and all the heavenly 


: Jous Wirkzs Boors. 
I can testify that some of these messages sre 


I hav had messages written in sealed envelopes, 
I wrote my questions 


She came and 


She 
then went to the cabinet and told me to follow her 
I took it and sat in front of 
Ones she placed the envelope to her forehead, 


I then went back to the table with it, and 


There was one answer Les, 
And to my short-hand address 


Several months later I went for another sitting. 


The result was much the same, only I got more 


writing. There were answers properly signed by 
five of the seven deceased persons addressed. A 
sixth paper, addressed all in short-hand to my friend 
Lord, was answered by three lines of pot-hooks. 
This second attempt to get a short-hand communica- 
tion from him was unsuccessful, but I hav since 


received several messages from him at the light and 


dark circles, some cf which are in short-hand. 


I could tell more marvels, but I forbear. “Find 


I was not 


And now you hav the testimony of 5 
converted skeptic to the fact that occasionally the 
writing comes when the medium at no time during 
the sitting touches the slates. And I hav no doubt 
there sre numerous other witnesses to a similar ex- 
perience. W. H. Bors. 
— M 
A Correction. 

In my article on A Correct Silver Dollar,” in to- 
day's issue of TRR TRUTR Szzkzs, a very unpleasant 
misprint oceurred. At about the middle of the first 
column of the article a passage should read: “In 
consequence of this fact, the American standard sil- 
ver dollar has at this writing (July 4, 1891) only a 
bullion value of from seventy-eight to seventy- nine 
cents in gold. It, therefore, cannot be considered 
as correct money, not being, as to its bullion value, 
an equivalent of the gold dollar, which it should be 
by law.” 

In connection with this subject, I beg leave to 
make a remark on fiat money, which means a paper 
currency irredeemable by gold or silver. The story 
of such money is best told by a reference to the so- 
called continental money, irredeemable bills of 
credit, issued by the Congress of the United States 
during the Revolutionary war. The phrase, “Not 
worth a continental, ig well known in this country 
yet at the present time. A history of the United 
States I hav before me says: 

During the year 1780, Congress was continually hampered 
iu its action by a want of money. Atthe commencement of 
the war, the feeble colonies, having no funds at command, 
had been obliged to issue bills of credit, for the payment of 
which they pledged the public faith. The cause of liberty 
required constant advances; and in 1780 it was found that 
no less than $200 000.000 of continental money (as it was 
called) was in circulation. 

At first the bills passed at par—thatis. for the full sum which 
they promised to pav; but as Congress kept issuing large 
amounts, which it could not redeem with gold or silver, people 
would not take them, except at a great discount, or allow- 
ance. Thus in April, 1780, one silver dollar was worth forty 
in continental bills; and soon afterward no less than $75 in 
bills was given for one iu specie. A pair of boota at this 
time sold for $600 as continental money. [The same was 
the case with the fiat money of the South during the late 
war of the Rebellion.] To injure still more the credit of Con- 
gress, the British flooded the country with counterfeit 


for the sins of their diabolical fathers. 
power of Voltairism and other Infidel outsiders that 
has drawn the fangs of the serpent in other 
countries and saves us from the fate of the Jews. 


September : 
August 14; Kinsman, O., August 15; Farmdale and Gus. 
tavus, O., August 17; Minneapolis, Minn., August 23-30 ; 


bills, which it was impossible to distinguish from those that 
were genuin. At last no one would take continental money 
on any terms; those who had it on hand were plunged in the 
greatest distress, and all business was paralyzed. 


History, usually, is a very good teacher. 
rum dii J. G. HERTwIG. 
Washington, D. C., July 25, 1891. ; 


— . ——ä— D ſ — 


f The Greek Church. 
Several thousand years ago the Jews got up a 


religion which taught them to plunder and murder 
all their neighbors, and to carry off their women. 
Sometimes their neighbors made them take their 
own sauce. 
others: the Catholic, the Greek church, the Protest- 
ant, and the Mohammedan, all horribly persecuting 
religions when they had the power. 
ion to-day which 
church, and it is as cruel and diabolical in persecut- 
ing the Jews as the Jews ever were. 
lios, or Mohammedans, or some of the Protestant 
sects stood in the shoes of the Greek church in Rus- 
sia, they would do the same thing—only the Oatho- 
lios would do a great deal worse, 
experience in the diabolism of persecution. 


But from that religion sprang four 
The only relig- 
is unrestrained is the Greek 


If the Oatho- 


aving had greater 


It is a pity the poor Jews of to-day must suffer 
It is the 


— —— — 54—ͤœ4ũẽ 
Lectures and Meetings. 
Tux next bi-weekly entertainment and reception of the 


Radical Club will be held in its rooms, 37 Clinton place, 
Wednesday evening, August 5. These summer-night’s fes- 
tivals afford the only present occasions for social unions 
of Liberals hereabouts and they are growing in favor. 


S. P. Purwam’s lecture appointments for August and 
Linesville, Pa., August 18; Andover, O., 


Watersville, Minn., August 25, 26, 27; Crookston, Minn., 
September 1, 2, 3; Jamestown, N. D , September 5, 6; 


Boseman, Mont., September 8, 9; Colville, Wash., Septem- 
ber 12, 13; Spangle, Wash., September 15; Rosalia, Wash., 
September 16, 17; 
Palouse City, Wash., September 19, 20; Pasco, Wash., 
September 22, 23; Nanaimo, B. C., September 26; Welling- 
ton, B C., 27, 


Oakesdale, Wash., September 18; 


28. 


——— . — —— 


Wu learn from his son's Literary Guide that Mr. Charles 


Watts has received several pressing invitations to return to 
England, and to make it his permanent residence. One 
offer, says the Guide, is of a very important nature, and, 
should he accept it, an opportunity would be given him to 
render valuable assistance to the Freethought propaganda 
which is now being so activly carried on throughout the 
United Kingdom. 


— iB res 


CLERICAL intolerance has lately defeated itself at Water- 
loo, says the National Reformer, a battle of thought be- 
ing now in process at the scene of the great battle of bodies. 
The clerical burgomaster of Waterloo lately caused a dead 
Freethinker to be buried in the ‘‘ dog’s ditch.” The act 
turned the next communal election against the clerical 
party; and now 4 sum of sixteen hundred francs has been 
collected to raise a monument to the Freethinker's memory. 
It will be inaugurated on August 2d, at a Freethought dem- 
onstration. 

—— . 


Tax Ohio Prohibitionists, in their late convention, hav 
this preamble to their platform : „he Prohibition party of 
Ohio recognizes God as the source of all just power in 
government.” This preamble completely excludes from the 
Prohibition party in Ohio any except Christians, says & 
writer for the National Religious Liberty Association. No 
man who is Infidel or Atheist in his belief has avy right in 
the party under that platform. And anyone can see that if 
& political party ‘adopting such principles came into power 
it would be nothing short of a hierarchy. Infidels and 
Atheists hav the same civil rights as Christians. What will 
the Ohio Prohibition party do with such ? Will it digfranchise 
them and still tolerate them in the country? or drive them 
out? A careful consideration of this subject should lead 
men to see the foolishness in a political party adopting such 
principles. The civil power that will not protect all its 
citizens, regardless of religious belief, who conduct them- 
gelvs civilly, resolves itself into & persecuting despotism. 
They also placed the following plank in their platform : 
« All men should be protected by law in their right to one 
day of rest in seven.” Why not say it as the advocates 
for Sunday laws mean it—All men are protected by law in 
their right to one day of rest in seven, but we ‘want to com- 
pel them to rest regardless of either their rights or desires ? 
The same convention passed the following resolution: 
“Resolved, That we condemn the action taken by the 
board of control of the Columbian Exposition in opening 
its doors upon Sunday, aud demand that the Congress of the 
United States shall prohibit such opening upon the Sabbath 
day.” This last will be more timely in 1892, inasmuch as 
the question of opening or closing the Exposition on Sundays 
is not yet decided. But the Prohibitionísts are nothing if 
not erratic in their acts and utterances. 
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Communications. 


Recent Gems from the Religious Press. 


The Evangelist publishes s letter from Dr. Geo. 
L. Prentiss wherein he expresses his disappointment 
at Dr. Patton’s action in the assembly in regard to 
the Briggs veto. He says: 

I must confess with sorrow that my faith in him [Dr. 
Patton] has been fairly put to shame. He had an opportu- 
nity to speak a word and strike a blow for justice, for sacred 
scholarship, for reasonable liberty, both of thought and teach= 
ing, etc., etc., and he failed to seize it. 

In the domsin of religion there is absolutely no 
mitigation or abatement of man's animal brutality to 
his fellow-man. On its assumption of its infallibility 
the church is squarely set against the elimination of 
the human ferocity which fired the fagots of the mar- 
tyrs of liberty in the past, and it is.in the advance of 
enlightened Freethought outside of the church that 
the personal safety of dissenters is assured. The 
secular law holds us in check. The‘ animus” which 
brought men to the stake still live and riots ia the 
fanatical brains ol religious lunatics ; it does not 
burn the hereties as of old, but it reaches the limit 
of compagsable inhumanity by turning them ont to 
starve, or beg, or steal, or maybap to die of a broken 
heart. Dr. Prentiss musi never expect that a blow 
for justice will ever be struck by the church. If 
never has struck one and never will Let him throw 
cff the ignoble slavery of its teachings and find jus- 
tice in the open book of eternal nature. 


The Living Church (P. E.) saya: 

It is a time when all orthodox churchmen, whether they 
call themselvs “High” or ‘ Evangelical,” ought to act 
together, shoulder to shoulder, to stem the tide which is 
carrying away many of our younger men, and showing itself 
in various forms within the church. The fundamental body 
of doctrin, which we hold in common, is far larger than the 
aggregate of the points about which we differ. 

Here is another appeal for sclidsrity of action 
against the tide of reason which is submerging 
‘““non-essentials,” and fundamentals as well, in the 
deep profounds of echoless obscurity. 
your armor, soldiers of the church, the battle is at 
hend ! 

Delinquent reason has risen in her might, and 
she will prove an invincible yet mereiful foe. The 
gauzy texture of  creedal armor is all impotent 
agains’ the hot shot of the advancing forces of rea- 
gon and intelligence. 
forces, ye slaves of superstition!  Catholio, Protest- 
ant, and Jewish, form a united alliance, and placa 
your manufactured god at the head of your allied 
army. Ohattel slavery has long since been routed, 
mental slavery must be ennihilsted. 

The age of spiritual sham is passing away ; mental 


delusions born of mercenary hypocrisy with a god | 


with a big G as & convenient figure-head, are fading 
awey under the bright light of the rising sun of 
advancing intelligence. 

Beat nota hasty retreat; shun nob the conflict; 
resort not to strategy, but meet the echorts of rea- 
son face to face, and ye shall find their only weapons 
are but nature’s provable truths supplemented by 
universal love. 


The Interior (Pros.) Bays: 


There never was a heretic-burning pope who did not ex- 
ploit effusiv piety while permitting the murder.  - : 

The idea of absolute conformity to creed was inherited 
from the Roman church, and yet maintained its existence in 
parts of the Protestant denominations. It is known that no 
two men see any Object, physical or mental, in identical 
light, or receive identical impressions from it. 

To men absolved from dictated lines of thought 
the uncertainties and divergencies of interpretation 
of the alleged “word of God” would of itself be 
enough for an explicit denial of ita authenticity. 

The &bsurdity of coupling this “revealed word" 
with the author cf nature, who we sre soberly told 
by the Westminster Confession “made this world 
out of nothing,” is made most strikingly conspicuous 
when we remember that this alleged “word” is the 
only incongruous mixture, is the one and only error 
ever made by the so-called “author of nature.” Ali 
the rest of his alléged creation seems to hav been 
made in a thoroughly workmanlike manner. A stone 
is a stone, water is water, air is air, and so on through 
the whole realm of visible nature there is no ques- 
tion for argument, no room for doubt. These, iet it 
be remembered, sre elementary alleged creations, 
and are perfect. 

Now, does it not outrage the reasoning faculty, 
and is it not insulting to the alleged creator to sup- 
pose for one moment that, having crested man, ho 
cannot speak to his creation in an intelligent manner 
and with unquestionable directness and simplieity! 
That he has not done so through the medium of the 
Bible is admitied by religious teachers, and the 
excuses, the subterfuges that are offered, each and 
every one are an added insult to their so-called 
omnipotent God. They are not tenable; they must 
abandon one or the other. Hither there is no creativ 
God that inspired the Bible or the Bible is from man 


Buckle on 


Sound the alarm! mass your 


alone. 


Take your choice; you must drop one or the 
other. - 


The Churchman, in reviewing the late encyclical 
cf the popa moat truthfully says: 

The principle of distributiv justice in industrial affairs 
has yet to be discovered: but the pope has not discovered 
it, and it is not popes who will discover it. Neither will it 
be discovered by doctrinaires or visionaries. 

Popes, dootrinaires, and visionaries hav ever been 
very chary in disturbing the source of temporal help 
by which they are supported. The fact of receiving 
all needful moneys is quite enough for them; as to 


how or from whom it is raised, they are alike indif- | 


ferent. Their seat upon the back of labor is quite 
comfortab‘e, and from it they lecture and slander the 
poor slaves at their own sweet will. The unveiling 
of the statue of Beecher in Brooklyn a few days since 
recalls £o my mind a Thanksgiving sermon delivered 
by him in 1884, Init he claimed that the United 
States was in a wonderfully prosperous condition, 
and that harmony pervaded everything. It is a fact 
that the more nsrrow the range of observation of 
our modern orstors, the wider and more sweeping 
are their meaningless generalizations. 

To tha great Bascher intellect the United States 
meant Brother Deacon White, Mr. Olaflin, Vander- 
bilt, Sage, Field, Deacon Richardson, et al, and not 
the mejority of the people of the country, for in that 
year railroad builders were receiving fifty-five cents 
a day, miners $1; factory hands working fourteen 
hours for a bare subsistence ; women toilers in this 
city working day and far into the night for board 
alone. Do not these workers constitute the best 
and most important part of the United States? 

"Then how was ib that Mr. Beecher could say with 
the faintest shadow of iruth that the country was 
abundantly prosperous? 

By simply ignoring the existence of these “lower 
orders” of men, and being deaf and blind to their 
appeals and pitiful condition under our heartless 
Ohristian civilization. Ohurch decked with hot- 
house planis, the audience well dressed, well fed, the 
organ pealing forth inspiring strains, the contribution- 
box filled to overflowing, the negro freed by the 
sacrifice of a million white men, is it s wonder that 
Beecher should imagin that all this indicated great 
nations! prosperity? 

Thet Beecher wasa fine orator, an original thinker, 
no one cen deny, but that fact makes the limitation 
of his thought occasioned by his environment all 
the more lamentably pitiful. 

He has a monument, a statue, bub he has left be- 
hind no word, no sentence that will be remembered 
and repeated as an impulse and an inspiration to 
those who gaze upon it in the years to come. 


The Interior (Pres.) says: 


They locked the Bible up in the tomb of dead languages, 
but the stone was rolled away. Then they relocked it in 
monastic libraries and searched out and burnt the copies which 
escaped. Then Volney, Voltaire, Hume, Hobbes, and Paine, 
and thousands more set to work to discredit it, and destroy 
its authority and influence among man—but that was only 
scattering the divine frre. ^ 

That the divine fire" is considerably seatiered—in 
fact, on ihe verge of going out, is apparent to every 
close observer of the decsy of superstition in this 
day of criticiam and reasonable doubt. They 
locked the Bible up in the tomb of dead languages." 
Curious, isn't it? Nothing else that this alleged 
God made was locked up. All and everything else 
seems to hav had an easy time of it; but this one 
product of his has had the hardest kind of a road to 
travel. It is having it now, and there is no telling 
whas its fate will be. As this is the only creation of 
this alleged God that man ean alter or unmake, I 
suppose he must be pardoned for battering it, fight- 
ing over it, and setting up his own interpretation as 
the only true and perfect one. 


Brussels, June 27.—A letter from Rome received here to- 
day says: There has been received in Rome a memorial 
addressed to the cardinals endeavoring to enlist their aid in 
the scheme of colonizing European priests in the United 
States as heretofore fully described in these dispatches. It 
boldly asserts that tbe. European governments must exert 
themselvs to retain their influence over their emigrants to 
the United States.” 

This is a scheme to hold intact the deceived and 
deluded. victims of Romish superstition who emi- 
grate to the United States. It is found that the 
church is losing members by amalgamation of emi- 
grants with Liberal Americans and it is designed to 
preserve the national language of the emigrants so 
that the church may more easily ratain its influence 
over them. It proposesto keep the children from 
the publie schools and the men from secret sosioties. 
Such a scheme as this should be nipped in the bud; 
if is subversiv of human liberty, an enemy of free 
thought and progressiv intelligence. These poor 
victims should be protected from these jackals as 


much as from the thieves who rob them at Castle. 


Garden. 

They are down in the dark valley of error, and 
the chureh stands guard over them, preventing their 
coming up out of their mental darkness into the light 
of Freethought and perfect liberty. 


They do not protest, because they ara too ignorant 
to know cf the rank injustice which is bsing done to 
them. To say that the government has no right to 
protect such mental imbecils from religious thieves 
is to set free all confidence operators aud fakirs who 
prey upon the credulity of mankind. They both 
proce d upon the same line of action, deceive their 
gullible victims with fantastical lies and eventually 
rob them. Justice calls for the prompt suppression 
of this conspiracy against the principles of American 
liberty. Wu Arren SMI TR. 


— 2 2 
Letters to Workingmen. 

I hav referred to the fact that government in the 
minds of most of our writers is an ideal creation 
bearing little or no resembiance to the real govern- 
ment to which I am opposed. I want to impress the 
fact of this distinction upon your minds. It is all- 
important in dispelling the glamour the old supersti- 
tion of en infallible state has thrown around govern- 
ment, preventing an honest investigation of its 
merits. Education and inberitance hav given us a 
wonderful ides of government. If there is an evil in 
society we rush to government imploring its protec- 
tion or praying for relief. And our belief in govern- 
ment is in no way shaken if our prayers are unheeded 
and our petition spurned. As in our ideas of God, 
evil is in no way associated with government ; if evil 
exisis it must be the work not of the devil but of 
designing men. Designivg man is prone to evil, but 
“the king ean do no wrong.” If it were not for this 
superstition the government of man by men would 
never be tolerated. When we come to consider the 
inhumanity of the law, the injustice of the court, 
the imbecility of its funetionaries and the utter use- 
lessness of nineteen-twentieths of the machinery of 
government; when we realize the vast sums of 
money we are paying to support the vast army of 
officials, salaries which often exceed our own wages 
doubled and quadrupled, we must admit our gener- 
osity toward our servants is remarkable. Not only are 
we generous in paying them, but we giv these ser- 
vants of ours power to deprive us of our property, 
of our liberty, and even of life itself. I ask you to 
consider what your own knowledge and experience 
hav told you of the absurdity and injustice of the 
acts of officials, and I want you to think of these gots 
as dhe real government. Look up the record of these 
gentlemen and see if they be worthy of this confi- 
dence you hav reposedinthem. Go over the ground 
carefully, credit them with all the good they accom- 
plish and charge them with all the evil. Take no 


heed of the spesial pleading of politicians, but con- 


fine your evidence to facts only. Be not hasty in 
the account. Keep your mind on official acis as the 
government, and seo that the good eredited as well 
as the evil charged is derived from these acis, and 
when the trial balance reveals the truth of the gov- 
ernment’s standing, you will be ready to exclaim with 
Cassius : 

Upon what meat doth this our Csesar feed, 

That he is grown go great ? 

And I shall answer, Flapdoodle, that sailors feed 
fools withal”—the proverbial philosophy of poli- 
ticians. What good does government do? Does 
it restrain criminals and prevent crimes? Take up 
the history of government and you will find the 
greatest criminals hav developed under the most 
rigorous laws. When the death penalty was admin- 
istered for some hundred and forty different offensea 
there was actually more of those acts committed than 
later, when the government took little or no notice 
of them. Reairietiy measures hav ever provoked 
more crime than they prevented. Punishment 
never prevented crime, bub manufactured and 
hardened eriminale. Poverty and crime are children 
of one sire and that sire is government. Is it not 
so? Dat us see. Poverty results from the unequal 
distribution of wealth. This inequality results from 
the advantage capital has over labor, owing to the 
former’s gelf-propagation. Originally dependent 
upon the union of labor and material, it acquires the 
ability to increase without any aid extended from its 
original factors. And this acquisition, known as 
interest, is the result of governament. And as we 
trace poverty back to its original sources, we may, 
with the additional steps—degrading influence of in- 
justice, and reaction from tyranny of authority—trace 
erime back to the same progenitor. What good does 
government do? Does it assure our property? II 
we mean that property which Proudhon denounced 
as robbery, I answer, yes, government assures 
robbery every time. But if we mean what Proudhon 
termed possession, the right of toil, the gift of 
nature, I shall answer no. This property began be- 
fore governments and shall continue when govern- 
ments are no more. Iiis this increase, this artificial 
process cf generation, which depends not upon the 
parent factors, that government assures. 

Allow me to dwell upon the fact that property— 
that is, the science of thine and mine—is in no way 
dependent upon government. Like the sense of 
justice, the chief factor in determining and securing 
our rights of property, it is inherent in the indi- 
vidusl, and under liberty is respected and maintained. 
Government enters to abrogate that sense of justice 


i 
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evidence, no matter how “great” may be the men, 


and assume the rights of eminent domain; and prop- 
erty, the child of the state, merits the definition of 
Proudhon, property is robbery.” I want you to 
think it over carefully, friends. It will require 
. time and patience, but in the end you will see your 
way clear. Read all you can; but do your own 
thinking and draw your own conclusions, and above 
all do not accept the bare assertions of men as 


Men who know their rights, 
And knowing dare maintain, 

and will submit to injustice and enforced regulation 
only because brute force is in the ascendency ; when 
every action against their will is accompanied with 
their protest, and their will is set in rebellion against 
all wrong and injustice, a quiet movement will be 
inaugurated, an irresistible impulse given to a blocd- 
less revolution. ‘The machinery of government, 
whereby a few are enabled to grind the many, will be 
revealed in all its intricate eussedness, and public opin- 
ion, like oxygen, will enerust and enfeeble its running 
gear, and entangle its cfficials in their own red tape, 
while the citizen, grown strong in self-reliance, will 
laugh al the cobweb that was holding him in thrall. 

Buffalo, N. Y. A. L. PArrov. 

— —— 
Going to Church, 
To church some folks Some go to weigh 
Go just to hear Their sins and cough ; 
The pastor’s jolke, Bome go to preigh, 
That sound so quear. And some to ecough. . 


Leaving his baggage, the stranger a third time 
went in quest of lodgings. The clerks st the Ameri- 
can heard no more of him that night. 
- Af 10 o’clock the following day an immense crowd 
had assembled in front of the Neil House to bear 
Governor Kossuth make his great speech. Kelsey 
ordered his carriage, and taking his family, drove a8 
near the platform from which the speaking was to 
take place as was practicable. Looking out of the 
window of his carriage to get a view of the Hun- 
garian governor. whom should he see upon the plat- 
form, close by Kossuth’s side, pencil and note-bock 
in hand, but the identical “pickpocket” who had 
been refused lodgings at his house. That's a sharp 
one,” said he to himself, “or else I've been sold ” 

At this moment a member of the legislativ com- 
mittee, on his way to the platform, passed the cAr- 
riage. Kelsey called him. Said he: 

* Who the deuce is that fellow on the stand there, 
that fellow with spectacles ?" 

“W. H. Burr,” answered the legislator, “a reporter 
of the New York Associated Press, who has traveled 
with Kossuth ever since he came to America and haa 
reported all his speeches.” 

“The devil,” oriad Kelsey. 

“Why?” said the legislator. 

“Til tell you another time,” answered Kelrey, say- 


or beautiful the saying. 

What good does government do? Does it facili- 
tate commerce? No! it impedes commerce by 
placing its sgents upon the highways and byways, 
demanding from its merchents tributes in the form 
of taxes, licenser, and tar. ffs. From the princely 
merehant fo the poor old woman who vends 
shoestrings upon the streeis, this monster draws 
his revenue. With this difference, the merchant 
may find it a blessing, the poor old woman a curse, 
while trade itself is embargoed. Does it assist the 
citizens to ec öperate to the best advantage? No, 
true ccoperation must be on a voluntary basis. 
Government deprives the citizens of the right to 
ecoperate, by assuming superior wisdom as to how 
it should be carried on. It dictates what is to be 
done, and tskes the lion’s share of profits. Does 
the convict o operate with the state in the produc- 


Some only go 

To walk the aisle, 
And gaily sho 

The latest staisle. 


Some go who ache, 
As sinners should ; 
And some to mache 
Their business gould. 


tion of wealth? He does, but the jailor takes all] Some go from fright, Some go to laugh; ing to himself, here's a nice ‘sell’ for our cfficers.” 
the wealth. Even such is our governmental ot óper- Some for the beaux ; Some to malign ; As goon as he could find the original “ shadow,” he 
ation conducted by political schemers to advance] Some to incight And some to quagh took him by the button to “bore” him privately, but 


A pleasant deaux. Communion wign. 


their own interest while making it appear that they 
are working for the “dear public.” 

. What good does government do? Does it con- 
serve morality ? does it promote right conduct? No; 
government is entitled fo no thanks for right con- 
duct. It is to civilization or humanization that we 
should bow. Again I ask you to inquire into the 
conduct of those who constituie government; look 
into the mode of their appointment and election and 


the “shadow” took the hint, and excisimed: 

“No, you don’t; we were all sold. I gave that 
fellow up when I saw him talking with the Hun- 
garian intimately, and learned that he was to room 
with Kossuth's physician, having been invited by 
the doctor when it was known he had found difficulty 
in getting lodgings. The fellow we were after went 
on to Cincinnati, by George; the other chap an- 
swered the description, didn’t he!“ 


Some for a hymn, 
Some for 4 psalm, 

Some for a whymn, 
And some for pshalm. 


Some listen through 
The preacher’s word; 

Some in a puough © 
Sing like a bord. 


Some go from pique; 
Some go to cry; 

And some to s que 
A home on hy. 


Some go to grieve ; 
Some go to doubt; 
Some go to lieve 
Ere church is oubt. 


tell us what good could be expected. “Do we 
gather grapes from thorns or figs from thistles ?” I 
tell you, friends, whatever good results from govern- 
ment is due to that power behind the throne which 
could act to a much better advantage through a 
voluntary ecóperation of the people, entered into 
purely for self-interest and self-protection. But if 
good ever does result from government, may we not 
cultivate that good by reforming government in its 
interests? Here is where the reformer fails—in 
ascribing to government that which results in spite 
of government. Good evolves from association. It 
arises from identical interesta of the various indi- 
viduals, and government, not to provoke its hostility, 
may accede to its demande, and then with cheek” 
incomparable claim all praise and honor attending 
the performance. Even as the church is claiming as 
ita own all the good arising from civilization, even 
appropriating the honors of scientific research. A 
Oatholie priest has been going around the country 
boldly claiming. his church as the “mother of 
science," and all the truth he had fo base the assump- 
tion upon was the fact that certain individuals be- 
longing to the church interested themselvs in 
science, while the church as an organization has ever 
antagonized scientific research. These assumptions 
arise from the idea that all good abideth in the God 
ides; hence, to the church as agent is due all praise. 
And what is true of the God ides is equally true of 
the government idea. 

Good is the result of those actions of the individ- 
ual which tend to the happiness of the individual. It 
is a purely selfish motiv and it is impossible to 


organize an institution based upon this individusl 


motiv, simply because the institution is an individual 
of another order, a consumer but nota producer. It 
ia an abnormal growth, s fungus on the body of so- 
ciety. — , 
But would you not organize your ccoperativ 
association? Yes, to the extent and for the purpose 
of advancing the interests of the individual members 
composing it. But not as an individual having dicta- 
torial powers. The individual must be free to think, 
to speak, and to do unrestrained, unless his actions 
interfere with the equal liberty of another. But 
* what's to be done? Right or wrong, we must sup- 
port government. We msy refuse to designate our 
choice of servants, but servants we must.hav. And 
they hav a nice little plan whereby their pay is 
assured. Our wages may be cut down, or lost en- 
tirely, but we must pay our servants all the same. 
Friends, * where there's & will there's a way," pro- 
viding this will proceeds upon seientifio principles. 
Force, physical force, engenders force, and the weak- 
eat go to the wall, and the right, if in the minority, 
and it mostly is, never comes uppermost and never 
is justice done. Such force is of no use unless it be 
the greater force. Aud then it is useless to accom- 
plish what we most desire—liberty. But there is a 
force we may employ, slow but sure; it is attended 
with no reaction. The force of intellectual reason. 
OF cool, inflexibie logic. A stubborn sense of jus. 
lice. A rigid determination to take care of ourseive, 
and mind our own business. And no organization 
is really needed to accomplish this. 


selvs that they are 


J Whenever a 
considerable number hav determined among them- 


Some go to guard 
'  Themaeelvs from guile; 
Some think it’s huard 
To walk a muile. 


Some go to view 
The costly choir, 
But very fiew 
For fear of foir. 


H. C. Doras. 


Mistaken for a Piekpocket. 
[Mr. William Henry Burr, our Spiritualist friend and 


anti-Christian correspondent, was in the olden times a 
reporter for the Associated Press—and a good one. It was 
early in the fifties that Kossuth, the 
visited the United States and made a triumphal tour of the 
country. The best reporter on the staff was wanted for ser- 
vice in the company of go noted a personage, and the aesign- 
ment naturally fell to Mr. Burr. 
journey was written up by a staff correspondent of the Cin- 
cinnati Nonpareil and printed in the columns of that paper 
at the time of its occurrence. The daily Standard recently 
fished it up and printed it. The story runs :] : 


uagarian patriot, 


An amusing episode of the 


On Wednesday of last week, Kelsey, proprietor of 


the American House at Columbue, received a tele- 
graphie dispatch from a police officer at Oleveland 
which resd as follows: 


Sir: On the Kossuth train of cars to-day is a New York 


pickpocket. Look out for him. He is 4 great scoundrel— 
dark hair, slim—whiskers, wears a green overcoat, gold 
spectacles—let police know. 


Kelsey sent for a couple of the capital cfficerr, 
showed them the dispatch, and bid them watch. 
They went to other hotels and warned the clerks. 

About dusk the arrival of the train of cars bring- 
ing Kossuth and suite-was announced by the firing 
of cannon. The train had hardly entered the depot 
when a young man sprang from one of the cars and 
elbowed his way vigorously through the crowd until 
he reached the street. Here he made inquiry for 
the principal hotel, and was directed by & man who 
seemed to hav followed him. Arrived in the city, 
his “friend” pointed out the Neil House. He boldly 
walked up to the office and inquired if he could hav 
aroom. Mr. Gardner, the clerk, said, Indeed, sir, 
we cannot accommodate you—our rooms are all 
taken.” 

“Is there another hotel near?" said the stranger. 

“The American is just above,” answered Mr. Win- 
chester, assistant clerk. 

The stranger in hot haste. departed, thinking there 
was small chance for accommodations for him in 
that town, bis “shadow” of course following him. 

He entered the American and again wanted to 


know if he could be accommodated with a room. 


The clerk looked confounded and gave him no positiv 
answer. 

“Well,” said the stranger, “I shall order my bsg- 
gage here anyhow, and do the best I can with 
myself.” 

Off he went for his baggage. Now he had two 
“shadows.” In half an hour he returned, depos- 
ited the valise in the hall, and went to the office and 
was about to register his name, when a young man 
tapped him on the shoulder, saying, “Sir, we cannot 
accommodate you at all,” 

„Can't I hav a cot?” The clerk looked toward & 
gentleman st the desk, who shook his head, and then 
he answered : 

* Everything is engaged—-we cannot accommodate 
you at all. Isay, you must find quarters at some 
other place." 


That afternoon Kelsey gave a history of this 
“eapital” adventure to two or three members of the 
press, and that evening oysters, quails, eto., were 
ordered at the American for a small party, in honor 
of the “great pickpocket.” May his “shadow” 
never grew leser, is the prayer of W. T. O. 

March 12 1891. 

Spirits (). 8 8 
I hav just had a osll from ihe Pleasant Valley 


medium, Jeremiah Eighmie, a man of about eighty, 


strong snd vigorous of his age, and full to the brim 


of enthusiasm on the subject of spirits, spirit-power , 
and future life. I hav heard he could call up spirits, 
and do, or hav done, independent slate-writing, but 
found he could do neither. 


Bat he was full of 
wonderful stories of all he had done and had seen 
and experienced. He told of marvelous cures he had 
effected, come right in Pleasant Valley. But on in- 
vestigation, after he was gone, I found no one who 
was healed. He told of curing a cancer with a few 
moments of laying on of hands, and not a scar 
remaining. A paralyzed woman livs near by, aud 
I proposed we should go there and then, and he 
should try the curing process on her. “You would 
not believe it was spirits if I did cure her.” “No,” 
said I, “but I should believe you possersed the 
wonderful gift, and the woman would be benefited, 
go the work would be a grand one.“ But he would ` 
not go. He said he (or the spirite) were not able to 
cure all cases. Well,” said I, “maybe you could 
cure this one.” I said I had read for years and 
years just such cures as he told of cff»oting, and now 
I did not want talk but deeds. He promised to try 
things for next winter, but that will all be tco late 
for me. He is about starting cf for Oassidegua 
camp. If friends who read this will please seek him 
out and report of his cures and other notable works 
there and report to me, I will be duly grateful. Let- 
ters addressed to Saowville will always reach me. 
Pleasant Valley, N. Y. Ezuisa. 


— 22 — — 


Brotherhood of Moralists. 
the Propaganda Committee of the Brotherhood of Morat- 
e ahr at Hannibal, Mo. for the month of June, 1891. 
BEORETARY'8 REPORT. 


ing the month thirty-five membership certificates hav 
Mining making & total of 1,465 members. The new 
members are from Wisconsin. Illinois, Iowa. Missouri. New 
York, Pennsylvania, New Brunswick, and the island of 


inidad. Many encouraging letters hav been received 
d the outlook is favorable. F. H. Rau, Becretary. 
TREASURER’S REPORT. 
lance from May report. .. ..... .. ... . . · 5 enr $39 90 
J. I. Moore, ni. and Dr. Chas. Arendorff, Cal., 
each S1 . . tenu tenentur enne st 2 00 
C. Harshfield, Ky., Chas. Nommau, Is., and A. M. 
Mould, Jamaica, each fifty cents ...... 150 
D. Cook and Thos. McCowen, ten cents... ... . 20 
Total . . . . . . ͥ $43 60 
Mailing constitutions, certificates, letters, etc. $ 3 30 
Paid Ella Gibson for publishing constitution, etc., 
in the Moralisi....... ener eee 12 00 
Total . . . $15 30 15 30 
Balance. . .. . . . 9 28 80 


A. R. Avnzs, Treasurer. 
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We return thanks for new subscribers to the fol- 
lowing persons: John Davies, E. L. Gwyer, J. J. 
Johnson, E. S. Follett, H. G. Avery, Dr..A. York, 
John Abbott, H. W. Beach, Wm. Rodger, O. S. 
Randolph, W. T. Leins, H. L. Wright, M. Bartlett, 
E. P. Bly, J. H. W. Jensen, Geo. Hendee, L. G. 
Reed. We assure these friends that their efforts in 
our behalf are appreciated, and also that their aid is 
timely. And we hav more appreciation on hand for 
others who shall do as they kav done. 

— — 
The “ Massacre” of Missionaries. 

The folly, amounting to criminality, of sending 

missionaries to China is again shown by the late 
killing of one of the preachers and a customs officer 
at Wusick. The riot, of which so much has been 
said, and so little known, was due solely to religious 
fanaticism provoked by religious zeal. The true 
story is now told by a United States naval officer, 
Lieutenant-Commander Marthon, of the United 
States steamship Palos. In a letter to his wife, in 
San Francisco, writing from King Kiang on: June 
8th, he says that the Palos reached there on June 
6th. Learning that a riot had taken place at Wusich 
the night before, he proceeded up the river to that 
place, where he received information from the Chi- 
nese customs clerk of the killing of two men by 
rioters. Marthon visited Sione, accompanied by 
guides from Chinese gunboats, and found the body 
of Missionary Argent lying where he fell in the 
gateway at the door of the church, which had been 
pillaged by rioters. The body of Custom House 
Officer Green was found lying in the street several 
squares distant. It had been covered with mats. 

Captain Maxthon asked for permission to take the 
bodies aboard the Palos, but was told that the in- 
quest had not been held. He attended the inquest 
next morning, and describes the peculiar methods of 
Ohinese officials in such matters, the inquest being 
devoted chiefly to the beating of drums, explosion of 
fireorackers, and other ceremonies. 

The cause of the riot, he says, was the fact that 
Missionary Argent had picked up four little orphans 
in the country and was conveying them to Hankow in 
baskets borne on the shoulders of coolies. A street 
lounger asked one of the coolies what was in the 
basket. The bearer refusing to answer, the curious 
man raised the lid, disclosing the children. The 
crowd which had gathered raised a cry that the mis- 
sionary was taking the children away to dig their 


eyes out, and forthwith attacked the church, killing |- 


Argent and plundering the place. Customs Officer 
Green was met by the mob and killed while on his 
way to assist the wives of the missionaries. 

On the return of the Palos from Wusich to King 
Kiang word was received of an attempted riot in 
that city. Men were landed from the Palos, from 
the French frigate Inconstant and German ship Otus, 
to protect the settlements, but at the request of the 
Chinese general, who informed the respectiv consuls 
that he would protect the place, the sailors were 
withdrawn. No outbreak followed, but the American 


shall be taxed for the support of any sectarian 
institution. 

The state, by exempting church property, is violat- 
ing the Oonstitution, for as exemption is the 
same as an appropriation, that section which 
declares that no money shall be appropriated for the 
support of any sectarian institution is violated. 

In all large cities, where taxation is high, the 
Catholics hav more property than the Protestant 
sects. Yet to save their one dollar the Protestants 
pay two for the Oatholics. 

The Methodists hav more property than the Uni- 
tarians. But the Unitarians act in this matter like 
the rest of the small Protestant sects. 

The Episcopalians hav more costly diino than 
the Congregationalists ; the Presbyterians more prop- 
erty than either of the Baptist sects; any of them 
more than the Seventh Day Adventists ; but they are 
all in the same financial quagmire—to save a penny 
they spend two or three. Infidels hav but little 
common property, but on what they do own they not 
only pay their own taxes but per capita proportion 
on all the churches, asylums, parochial schools, nun- 
neries, monkeries, etc., owned by the sects. 

As things are at present, monsirous injustice is 
done in the matter of taxation. 

— . —üä4ä—ä—— 
The Hand of the Pope. 

The Irish. Americans, if not the Irish, are at last 
awakening to the fact that the pope is running the 
politics of Ireland, and running it much to the dis- 
advantage of the Irish in return for favors granted 
him by the British government. 

At a meeting of Parnellites held in this city last 
week it was charged—and those who made the 
charges are in a position to know—that priests in 
Ireland are district politicians, visiting every house 
and instructing the men how to vote, and on election 
day acting as agents in the polling booths. Further, 
that political opponents are denounced from the 
altar and recalcitrant voters deprived of the sacra- 
ments, “upon the sole ground that they entertain 
.political views opposed to those held by their spirit- 
ual guides, who invariably and dogmatically insist 
on their own views being adopted as the voter’s rule 
of political action.” The instance is cited of the bishop 
of the diocese in which Oarlow is located running 
around and unduly influencing the electors at the last 
byeelection. Still further, these Irish-Americans, who 
do not appear to be afraid of the pope, assert that 
in Ireland “there exists an appalling state of things, 
namely, that independent judgment in political mat- 
ters in that country, the inalienable right of every 
voter, is scarcely permitted to exist, is practically a 
nullity, and that the Oatholic clergy arrogate the 
right to decide for the voter on matters purely tem- 
poral, and which should be distinct and remote from 
the domain of clerical influence.” And to mark their 
condemnation of this state of things, the meeting 

* Resolved, That we, the Parnell leadership committee, pro- 
test emphatically against this most reprehensible, illegiti- 
mate, and improper use of clerical influence exercised as 
regards matters purely political and secular, upon the masses 
of our people at home, great numbers of them being illiter- 
ate and uneducated, and we especially protest against such 
illegitimate influence when exercised to a degree amounting 
to galling persecution and intimidation, practiced by the 
clergy under color of their sacred office and mission. 

“And it ts fu-ther ressived, That we invite the serious atten- 
tion of our countrymen to the altered tone of the Noncon- 
formist press,’ which played such a conspicuous part in the 
attempted overthrow of the Irish leader, and to the recent 
utterances of British statesmen, plainly stating and implying 
that a people who are the mere political puppets and servants 
of any clerical or sacerdotal system are unfit and unworthy 
of being intrusted with the responsible privileges and the 
inestimable blessings of self-government. 

And it is further resolved, That we invite the attention of 
the American press, the mightiest champion and safeguard 
of civil liberty on this continent, whose great record has 
been and is one of constant and consistent hostility to cler- 
ical interference in matters political, to the present state of 

affairs in Ireland, with a view of invoking their support in 
the struggle for civil liberty there, which has resolved itaelf 
into a contest between the laity and the clergy for supremacy 
in the councils of the nation, and we expect the press of this 
country to be true to its long-established platform of princi- 
ples, which hav proclaimed to the world that clerical inter- 
ference in politics is utterly incompatible with free institu- 
tions, and we expect them to extend even-handed justice and 
fair play to the man who is now courageously fighting the 
battle of civil liberty against ecclesiastical domination. We 
denounce ecclesiastical influence as a menace to unfettered 
liberty of conscience in political affairs, to freedom of the 
ballot, as contrary to the spirit of this enlightened age, and 
we declare that it aims a fatal blow at the very life of the 
movement for national self-government.” 


residents withdrew from the city at Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Marthon’s suggestion. In closing his letter, 
he says the Chinese don’t want religion, and that he 
has yet to meet the first Obristian Ohinese. The 
native appear to be aroused wherever the mission- 
aries happen to be stationed, no matter whether for 
church, school, or hospital purposes. 

This seems to be a case of where a little preaching 
of the good old adage of “ mind your own business” 
would be worth more than the preaching of any gospel. 
The Chinese are religious fanatics as well as the 
Christians, and can fight for their religion “allee 
same clistan man.” Supposing the Ohinese here 
picked up four little orphans of Christian parents 
and conveyed them in laundry baskets to a Chinese 
place to be taught to detest Christianity and revere 
Confucianism. II the Christians who saw them were 
of the Greek church or the Roman church, they would 
probably do as the Ohinese did—kill the kidnappers. 
The Ohristians acted so in Russia, believing of the 
Jews as the Chinese did of the Obristiane—that they 
intended to mutilate and sacrifice the children. 

Commander Marthon’s reflection upon the useless- 
ness Of sending missionaries to China has aroused 
the heads of the missionary societies here, who make 
a.good living by forcing their superstition upon un- 
worthy “heathen,” and naturally they dispute his 
assertions, but as he has no ax to grind, while they 
hav several gross, the public will probably giv cre- 
dence to the naval officer, as if agrees with previous 
testimony from other unprejudiced observers in the 
navy. There is no dcubt that a number of Chinamen 
here and in their own country hav professed to be 
Obristians, but such declarations are always made 
for a purpose. Like the Jews gathered in by the 
Obristians’ Jewish mission in this city, the Chinese 
ave converted for what there is in it—food, money, 
to learn the language, and, in this city, at least, to 
enjoy the society of the teachers. The Chinaman is 
a peculiar animal, and not always an honest or decent 
one. He is full of guile and as superstitious as a 
Roman Oatholic. He may pretend to forswear his 
own religion, but it is doubtful if he ever really be- 
lieves what he professes. In his own country, when 
eonverted he is simply debased, though, perhaps, it 
is difficult to further debase the class from which the 
missionaries draw their recruits. He would be better 
off if left to his nativ superstition, for that which be 
acquires from the missionary is no nearer truth, and 
of about equal utility in this life. 

The missionary business affords a rich living to a 
lot of clerics, through begging, which almost amounts 
to robbery, and it will probably be continued as long 
as there is a baby with a penny in his little fist 
which the societies can get. But the babies will one 
day find out the swindle, and then their babies will 
hav more candy and fewer heathen. 

— .¹ü— — 
Some Axiomatie Truths. 

Exemption from taxation is the seme as an ap- 
propriation. 

When one piece of properby is exempt from taxa- 
tion, other property must bear the burden. Every- 
body bears a part in church exemption, that is, it 
costs everybody something. 

It is neither fair nor lawful to compel non-church- 
goers to pay a portion of the church tax. It is 
against the spirit and letter of the Constitution. 

Protestants should not be compelled to pay a 
large proportion of the Roman church taxes, as they 
are compelled under the present system. 

Roman Ohstholies should not be compelled to 
pay a large proportion of the Protestant church 
taxes, as they are compelled under the present 
system. 

Infidels should not be compelled to pay a large 
proportion of the Protestant and Roman Oatholic 
church taxes, as they are e sompeled under the pres- 
ent system. 

One may worship in a hundred thousand dollar 
house, his neighbor on one side in a thousand dol- 
lar house; yet he pays precisely the same amount of 
the tax on the hundred thousand dollar house as 
the man who worships there. Another neighbor: 
does not worship at all; yet he pays the same 
portion of the tax on both houses as do they who 
use them. He is compelled by law to help support 
institutions from which he derives no benefit—in- 
stitutions in which he does not believe—sectarian 
institutions, and therein is the letter and spirit of the 
Constitution violated, which declares that no man 
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These are good and “ringing resolutions,” but 
they will not help Ireland much, and it is well within 
the lines of probability that some of the Catholics 
present at the gathering which adopted them will 
feel the sharp edge of clerical displeasure, and be 
compelled to do penance for having voted for them. 


. The priests of Ireland hav too firm a hold upon the 


people of that country to be shaken off by a word, 
and the power of the Catholie church in this city 
was shown when Dr. McGlynn rebelled, and is yet 
daily on view in our city hall, where Corrigan's heel- 
ers are in supreme control. 

So long as he can prevent it the pope will never 
allow Ireland to control herself. She is too good a 
makeweight in his negotiations with England for a 
papal reprezentativ at St. James’s and an English 
ambassador at the Vatican, in recognition that the 


‘pope is a temporal as well as spiritual sovereign. 


His “holiness” pretends to be a friend to the Irish 
people, and allows them to rebel just sufficient to 
make England nervous, only to trade upon their 
desire for home rule. Parnell, not being a Catholic, 
was a leader dangerous to the church, and his domes. 
tic troub'e has been made an excuse for politically 


opposing him. The pope wants him put out of the 


way, and the priests in Ireland worked to that end 
in the recent elections. 
It is well that the American friends of Ireland are 


. at last recognizing the hand of the pope in Ireland's 


affairs. It would be just as well, and more to the 
purpose, if they recognized the same hand working 
evil in the affairs of the United States. 


M Áo a —— 
That Nazarene. 


The editor of the American Spectator says: The 
church to-day must go back to the meek and lowly 
Nazarene, or occupy the religious position of pagan 
Rome at the time of the rise of Christianity.“ When 
the church does that it will be laughed out of sight, 
and its members branded as Communists. The 
“saviors” of this day, eopying Ohrist, are sneered 
at and joked sbout by sensible folks, while the more 
impulsiv Christians talk of tar and festhers. The 
nineteenth century does not believe in “immaculate 
conceptions,” nor in “divine” persons, nor in half- 
insane religious tramps. What savior would be 
allowed in the Stock Exchange to whip the brokers ? 
Ninety-nine hundredths of the towns would put 
Jesus in jail as a vagraut. Meekness and lowliness 
are at a big discount nowadays, and a New York 
Anarchist is about the only man who preaches 
“ resist not evil," and he is an Infidel! 

The world is going ahead, not backward, and Mr. 
Fiower should remember the fact. Meek and lowly 
Nazarenos, or any other variety of “saviors,” are 


anachronisms. 
—M . ⏑˖[ 


l Our Postmaster-General. 


A Pennsylvania friend adds a sentence to a busi- 
ness letter ‘as follows: “How amiably you are be- 
having toward Wanamaker. He is as great a rogue 
as Marsh or Bardsley.” This has reference to the 
complications in the failure of the Keystone bank in 
Philadelphia, of which the daily papers hav been full 
lately. But the reason of our silence in the matter 
is that we do not wish to do our postmaster-generna! 
an injustice. As long as there is a doubt of 
his responsibility in that failure giv him the 
benefit of it. But wo can, without indorsing them, 
present the opinions of some of the journals which 
hav followed the matter closely. One of the clearest 
opinions is that of Puck, expressed in a cartoon en- 
titled “ Truth Stranger than Fiction,” representing 
Wanamaker seated at a desk; a spindle on either 
side of him. One contains a list of his advertisments 
in the Philadelphia papers; the other, the good 


ing had to say of him. In front is a sheet of paper, 
upon which the postmaster is represented as having 
just wiitten, “Brother Wanamaker will address the 
Bible-clasi\ next Sabbath on the higher morality.” 
Behind him stands a spirit bearing the well-known 
features of Oharles Dickens, in whose hands sre 
manuscripts containing in legible lines the names 
Uriah Heap and Mr. Pecksniff. The spirits of these 
wonderful creations also appear in the background. 
Au explanatory poem accompanies the cartoon: 

A wail went up in the Spirit Land— 

Such a wail as the spirits understand— 

A wail to which a spirit givs birth 


Who hasn’t done all he should hav on earth ; 
A certain sort of a dismal wail | 


pu which the papers securing his liberal advertis- 


That suggests ** I didn't mean to fail— 
But oh! if it had or it hadn't been 
I'd hav done as well as I always mean!” 
` And the spirits, hearing it, said: Great Scott! 
What was it the good Charles Dickens forgot?“ 


' * I didn’t forget,” wailed Dickens's ghost; 
Ok the stuff I had I made tke most. 
Itried my best and I did my best ; . 
And you know that I didn’t leave much for the rest. 
But the trouble with me 
Is this, you see, 
My life had too short a mortal lease 
To giv me a chance at my master-piece. 


** don't believe "—the ghost went on— 
„That in all the years that hav come and gone, 
Any writer on earth below 
` Ever could think of beginning to know - 
The depths of human hypocrisy 
. Within a mile and a half of me. 
You all of you know that this isn’t conceit— 
Whose hypocrits can my hypocrits beat ?" 


And the other ghosts cried in a hearty way, 

(For they tell the truth up there every day), 
„Nobody, Charles. No man ever knew 

How to draw them as well as you. 

The types you created will last as long 

As the dress of Right is stolen by Wrong; 

So long as Vice, and Meanness, and Bin 

Use Religion’s garb to masquerade in 

‘Bo long will Chadband and ’umble Heep 

Their truth to their hideous models keep; 

So long will Stiggins and Pecksniff stand 

Archtypes of the hypocrit band. 

Your hypocrits, Charles, are beyond a doubt 

The finest hypocrits ever turned out.” 


The spirit of Dickens heaved a sigh, 
Wiped the ghost of & tear from his eye, 
** Well, then,” he said, just can’t you see 
What a chance supreme ’t would hav been for me"— 
And he dropped his voice to a tone of awe— 
* If I'd had John Wanamaker to draw!” 


* "T would hav been beyond you!" the spirits said; 
** You. ought to be thankful that you are dead!“ 


The facts implicating our postmaster-general are 
set forth in the Word, commenting upon his latest 
denial of complicity in the roguery: 


** Mr. John Wanamaker has made another and futil attempt 
to escape the toils. He has denied, but he has not proved 
his denials, and all Philadelphian attempts to make a plea 
of ‘not guilty’ equivalent to a demonstration of innocence 
will be abortiv. 

** Bardsley’s statements and Wanamaker’s own denial con- 
tain new charges. Bardsley reasserts the accusation that 
Marsh told Wanamaker of the fraudulent character of the 
Lucas stock, and that he tried to sell this stock as a condi- 
tion to permitting the bank to go on. He further avers that 
Wanamaker borrowed public moneys of him through the 
interposition of Marsh. Indeed, Bardsley’s statement greatly 
deepens the suspicion that much if not all of the $900,000 
embezzled from the city was fed out to Republican 
politicians. . 

‘¢ Wanamaker himself admits that in response to Marsh’s 
assertion that the stock was fraudulent he tried to extort 
money from the bank by threatening to inform the comp- 
troller of the currency of the alleged overissue if his silence 
was not bought. In the ordinary relations of ordinary peo. 
ple this sort of thing is called blackmail. 

„The case against the postmaster-general grows worse 
and still the president is silent. The councils’ committee 
was very tender with him. It did not cross-examin him. 
It left him to do his own talking in his own way, and he did 
not choose to explain the discrepancies between his first 
statement and the subsequent record testimony. He did not 
satisfactorily explain why the Lucas stock was issued to him 
and his employees. The value of his own statement con. 
sists in the admission that he had tried to extort money from 
Marsh by a threat. 

* The councils’ committee will evidently do its utmost to 
shield Wanamaker, but as the case stands he is convicted 
and his presence in the cabinet is scandalous.” 


Philadelphia is a Republican city; if the thieving 
had occurred in New York the Democratic politicians 
would hav been the beneficiaries. We are entirely 
impartial in politics, The New York Times con- 
siders Mr. Wanamaker's doings from a religious and 
moral standpoint. He says: 


„Recent developments hav shown Mr. Wanamaker in a 
light that cannot but be very painful to any one who seri- 
ously believed that he was to bring to the government the 
great and unusual boon Of a strictly Christian character. To 
those observers wko feel the evidence to be conclusiv that 
Mr. Wanamaker’s appointment was practically the reward 
for raising large sums of money, to be placed in the corrupt 
hands of Senator Quay for purposes some.of which were 
sure to be corrupt, the substantial value of his Christian 
character seemed likely to be inconsiderable. But it will 
not be forgotten—certainly not by the teachers of religion 
who indulged in the criticism—that this view was treated as 
mere scoffing, as proof that those who held the view wished 
to discredit, not Wanamaker or Quay, but the Christian 
faith. We trust that this not unnatural incredulity will not 
be persisted in when Mr. Wanamaker is himself the author 


of the testimony that casts a doubt upon his veracity and { 


personal honor. But whatever may be the attitude toward 
him of his fellow-professors of religion, they do but injure 
themselvs and their cause, and do not in the least help him, 
if they seek to belittle the gravity of the situation in which 
he has involved himself and his chief. ‘Thou shalt not bear 
false witness,’ is a commandment that is absolutely impera- 
tiv upon men who profess the religion of Christ. It is a law 
recognized indeed by human society quite apart from any 
divine sanction, and is severely enforced by so unreligious 
an association as the Board of Brokers. It is indispensable 
to the conduct of human affairs, and there is no community 
above barbarism in which itis not respected. As the facts 
now stand, Mr. Wanamaker has clearly borne false witness. 

t Now, the importance of this from the point of view of 
party politics is plain enough to anyone. If Mr. Wana- 
maker or Mr. Harrison fails to perceive it, it will be made 
perfectly clear when an investigating committee of the 
next house of Representativs gets at work on the subject. 
That phase of the matter is not the one to which we desire 
now to direct attention. We should like to call to the minds 
of those particularly interested in religion the enormous 
injury done to public morals by such an exhibition of 
immorality in high places, and to impress upon them that 
nothing can be done to prevent or remedy this injury unless 
they themselvs unite in prompt and sharp condemnation of, 
the guilty man. They may, if they choose, first call on Mr. 
Wanamaker to exculpate himself on the ground that he 
ought not to be condemned uuheard, but that will be a futil 
proceeding. 

In the first place, Mr. Wanamaker is not unheard. On 
the contrary, he came before the public with a statement 
which has been shown to be incorrect, in which he not 
merely suppressed the truth, but denied it, not by inadvert- 
ence or the incompleteness of his testimony, but explicitly 
and for his own advantage. And the transactions as to 
which this misrepresentation was volunteered were in them- 
selvs shady and disreputable, 80 that untruthfulness regard- 
ing them raises a strong presumption of guilt deeper and 
more disgraceful than that of untruthfulness through care- 
lessness or cowardice. In the next place, there is already 
enough known to make necessary, not explanation, but ex- 
piation. We sincerely trust that the co-religicnists of Mr. 
Wanamaker will take the matter up in earnest, and not 
leave to the secular critics—to those who, as Miss Dodge once 
said cf the Unitarians, are wholly given over to morality— 
to defend the cause of religion from one who is to it a worse 
because he is an avowed champion.” 


Making due allowances for the political bias of 
these opinions we must confess that the opinion of 
opr Pennsylvania friend has considerable plausibility. 
There are worse things that a man can do than 
superintending the transportation of obscene books 


about the country. 
— ee ÀMM— 


Editorial Notes. 

Hauirax, N. S., is burdened with too much tax-exempted 
property, and the citizens hav been discussing the plan of 
taxing everything. Halifax now exempts about three mill- 
ions’ worth of real estate belonging to corporations and 
religious societies. 


Inrropvormne a clerical symposium on the qu: stion of ab. 
senteeism among the church folks the St. Paul, Minn., Sun. 
day Qlobe says: The Sunday theaters turn away hundreds 
from their doors. The Sunday ball games are well attended. 
The suburban resorts are all crowded Sunday. The great 
majority of the people go anywhere but to divine services. 
The old Puritan Sabbath is athing of the past. Most people 
wear their very best clothes on Sunday and keep their hands 
and face clean. Cleanliness is as near to godliness as they 
ever get. The streets are nearly as crowded as on any other 
day. The drays and delivery wagons are for the most part 
not to be seen. People walk—walk without object or desti- 
nation. Hundreds of them never go to church. They are 
too tired, or want the day for recreation.” 


Mr. James A. BRA DTEV, the founder and mayor of the 
summer resort known as Asbury Park, is a fair specimen of 
the Sabbatarian hypocrit. He recently gave orders to his 
police to obtain evidence against all the merchants of the 
place who sold goods on Sunday. His detective had little 
trouble in obtaining evidence, as every place was wide open 
and business went on as usual. It was expected that a 
wholesale arrest would follow the next morning, but not a 
single arrest was made. The cause was this: On Saturday 
last a number of the druggists met and decided to keep their 
places open. At the same time it was decided to employ 
private detectivs and station them at Mr. Bradley’s bathing 
houses and keep & minute account of every bathing suit and 
house rented by Mr. Bradley's employees. If Mr. Bradley 
caused their arrest for the Sunday violation, they would 
turn the tables on him and cause him to pay a fine for each 
and every suit and house rented. So Mr. Bradley sent out 
word that if the dealers would close their places of business 
on Sundays at ten o'clock in the morning they would not be 
molested. The druggists and cigar dealers thought this 
too thin a proposition. Allow Mayor Bradley to hire bath- 
ing suits inthe morning, the only time when people would 
bathe on Sundays, and they close in the afternoon, the only 
time when people would drink and smoke? No such propo- 
sition would be entertained and they told Mr. Bradley so. 
They also informed him that he had not caused the 
Excelsior water stands, which were located on land leased 
of him, to be closed on Sundays. So Mr. Bradley 
retired from the fight, and the residents of Asbury 
Park can procure cigars, soda water, and medicin on Bun- 
days. But what a hypocrit Mr. Bradley has shown himself 
to be! , 
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Zellers fron friends. 


Encouragement. 
Monouxs, Wis., July 21, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: Keep on showing up the absurdities of the 
old superstitions in your paper. I think you are doing very 
well. Truly yours, Ep. WEP. 


Cheering Words. 
FranGrieLp, O., June 22, 1891. 
Mer Epiror: The -paper is just what I desire as a truth 
seeker, and the pictures are surely «ffectiv. I could not sug- 
gest any change whatever. Iam entirely satisfied in every 
respect. Yours truly, Ozas. L. WRHISTMAN. 


An Honorable Veteran. 
Voro Laxe, ILL., June 21, 1891. 
Mz. Epiror: I hav taken Taz Teura BEEKER ever since 
it was published in Illinois. I like the paper very much. I 
think the pictures add much to the paper. I am sorry I hav 
failed in not getting one or more new subscribers, as I hav 
done iu the past. I find I cannot do as I would. I am 
past three score and ten years. I hope Taz TRUTH BEEKER 
wiil liv to see superstition and priestcraft no more. 
. Faithfully yours, WX. C. HówanD. 


Pushing It Off the Table. 

La Conner, Wasa., July 2, 1891. 
Mr. EprroR: I am a Liberal and progressiv man from 
the ground up, and think that your paper does lots of good. 
I liv in a nest of psalm-singing, two-faced men and women. 
I had one row when they would come to my house. They 
got in the habit of pushing Taz TRUTH SEEKER off the table. 
I told them I wanted that paper to stay on the table as long 
as I ran the house. My family was all raised under religious 
superstition, and cannot givit up. I don’t want any in mine. 
With best regards to the Truth Seeker Publishing Com- 

pany, hoping that they may always liv, I remain, j 
Yours respectfully, Joun Batt. 


Out of Fense Darkness. 

: Woopsroox, June 23, 1891. 
Mz. Eprron: Find inclosed $5 25—$3 for my subscription, 
$2 for the Pictorial Text-Book,” twenty-five cents for the 
ANNUAL of 1891. I hav never seen a better paper than THE 
TaurH SEERER. Over twenty-five years ago I used to read 
the National Reformer in Northampton, Eagland, and since 
I hav been here I hav read the Boston Znvestigator, Ironclad 
Age, Fecular Thought, Freethought, etc., but Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER is the best of all, I consider. Iam a Materialist of 
the Thomas Winter kind, and I must say I fail to see any- 
thing in this Spiritualism, but at the same time like for 
everyone to hav theirsay. If I should suggest anything, it 
would be a debate on religion now and then; but you know 
best what the majority of your patrons want. I should like 
to get you a subscriber here, but the darkness is too dense 
and there are too many gospelshops to be supported. 

Wishing success to Taz TRUTH SEEKER cause, 
T. 8. DENT. 


A Flat Earth. 
GLENDORA, Cat., June 15, 1891. 

Mr. Eprroz : If convenient, I wish you would giv through 
Tux TaurH SERKER references to all scripture in the holy 
Bible which refers to this earth as being flat. 

I wish some competent person would write a short tract 
which would expose the lie to the effect that the world is 
indebted to the holy Bible as a foundation for all laws which 
govern people and nations. The first who wrote any part of 
this book, I suppose, was Moses, who was born in Egypt 
long after that country, as well as many others, had reached 
a high degree of civilization as well as of learning. 

ALLEN Por. 

[Bome of the texts containing the absurd views of Bible- 
making Jews on the constitution of the earth, are: Gen. i, 
6, 7; vii, 2; Gen. xx, 4; Job ix, 6; xxvi, 7, 10, 11; xxxviii, 
4-6; Ps. xxiv, 2; cxxxvii, 6; cxlviii, 4; Isa. xl, 22, and 2 
Pet. xi, 3 Further exposition of the subject will be found 
on page 182 of the Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book,” 
price $2.—Ep. T. 8.] 


Will Build a Hall, 
Hampusa, Ia., July 16, 1891. 
Mer. Epnrrog: John E. Remsburg, of Oak Mills, Kan., 
delivered a splendid lecture, entitled False Claims of the 
"Church," in the Opera House in this city, July 15th, toa 
good-sized audience, notwithstanding the numerous enter- 
tainments in the city and the tearing down of our bills 
announcing the lecture by orthodox bigots. Mr. Remsburg 
brought forth facts and historical information to prove all 
his assertions, interspersing his remarks by outbursts of 
eloquence of a high grade. Mr. Remsburg has given com- 
plete satisfaction here both as an orator and a gentleman. 
We hope to hav him again at some future time. Two years 
ago very few would listen to a Freethought or Spiritual 
lecture ; now, when sufficiently advertised, crowds come to 
hear them. If the fight for freedom is kept up, it will not 
be long before this city will be the leading Freethought 
center in Iowa. A large Liberal hall will probably be built 
next year, if not sooner. Those wishing to help us in the 
cause of Universal Mental Liberty could not do better than 
send their old papers to August Wagner, who is an earnest 
worker for the cause. Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 
E. T. Darszy. 


Eulogy of America’s Greatest and Best Man, 
LozasTsEET, Ga., July 16, 291. 
Mr. Eprron: It is barely possible that I may be in New 
York some time during August. If so it will giv me pleas. 


this advertisment. 


ure to call around at your place of business and make your 
acquaintance, and that also of Colonel Ingersoll and Miss 
Helen Gardener. 
spoken ‘‘ Infidels” (so called) by the hand, and especially 
those who hav done and are doing. so much to rid the world 
of superstition, false and cruel beliefs. In my opinion 


Amer-ca has never produced a man who was or is the equal 
of Colonel Ingersoll in that which constitutes the grand, the 


great, the noble, the true, the good. He comes up to the 
requirements of, and constitutes, true manhood, uncontam- 


inated by superstition or hypocrisy. My opinion is that he 
has done more than any other to excite Liberal thought, and 
to giv coursge to the honest thinker, to question the old, and 
to discard the false and accept the true wherever found, 
when tried by the test of reason. He has well.nigh destroyed 
— 88 he undertook to do—that infamously damnable doctrin 
of eternal pain set forth in the New Testament and in the so- 
called Christian creeds. 
whole life-work, it would be sufficient to entitle him to the 
unspeakable gratitude of ail civilized, right-minded men. 


And if that alone constituted’ his 


In the evolution of thought in accord with the demonstra- 


tions of science, progress is being made toward the better. 


It is getting so that on this side of the Atlantic and on the 


other scientists are not afraid to make their discoveries 
known and Freethinkers are not so much afraid to say what 
they honestly think. Colonel Ingersoll and his co-workers in 
his masterly line of thought hav brought about this happy 
state of things. 


And to all who are engaged in the work for Universal 


Mental Liberty, I would say, keep the flag above the cross. 
And stand for the right because it is right and best, and for 
no other reason—i.é., without regard to any belief whatever. 
Let beliefs go; they are no good. 


Yours for the right, T. N. Mason. 


- Defies the W. C. T. U. and the Priests. 
MARION, Conx., July 20, 1891. 
Mz. Eprron : I send clippings from my local newspaper to 


show that the bigots are alive and that I propose to fizht 
them in my town. i 


It seems that the Women’s Christian Temperance Union 


thought they might scare some one with the ‘‘ statute law of 
Connecticut," thus saving souls from hell, so they caused to 
be printed in the Southington Pxœntæ of July 10ih the 
following: 


PLANTSVIIILE, July, 1891. 
In consideration of continued and increasing disregard of 


the “law of God” in our town, it has been suggested that 

the ‘‘ statute law of Connecticut” might arrest the attention, 

and lead to a higher standard of morality on the Sabbath 
ay. 


Sec. 57.—Every person who shall travel, or do any secu- 


lar business, or labor except work of necessity or mercy, or 
keep open any shop, warehouse, or manufacturing or me- 
chanical establishment, or expose any property for sale, or 
engage in any sport or recreation on Sunday. between sun- 
rise and sunset, shall be fined not more than $4 nor less than 


$1. 
In behalf of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union. 


In the next issue of the Phwniz I printed this: 


l NOTIOE. ; 
To the Parsons, Priests, Christians, and Women’s Christian 


Temperance Union of Southington: In behalf of all timid 


unbelievers in this town I assert that for the Sabbath notions 
we hav no special respect. Therefore, admiring Christ more 


than theology, we claim Jesus does not consider us sinful 
if we “travel,” “labor,” keep open shops,” expose prop- 
erty for sale,” or “engage in any sport,“ between sunrise 


and sunset," relativ to all days we please, provided we do 
unto Others as we would be done by.” : 
Next Sunday I shall cut wood, write an article, Jehovian 
Christianity," for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, play the piccolo to 
my heart’s content,” and perhaps take a little wine for my 
stomach’s sake,” in acquiescence to 1 Tim. v, 23. If after 
this I deserve punishment, please inflict it according to the 
‘law of God” set forth in Ex. xxxi, 15; and Num. xv, 
31-36. Peruse last week's Pin to ascertain what prompts 
Enwin N. BRRORHRR, Infidel. 
Iam told that a terrible sensation has been created among 
God's elect. ‘The editor of the paper is an orthodox Chris. 
tian, and I fear he will lose the friendship of his fellow- 


believers; but the dollar he charged me may be sufficient 


to buy more friendship (Christian). Epwix N. Bresoaer. 


A Sin to Talk With Him. : 
HII CITTI, S. D., July 13, 1891. 

Mr. Evrroz: I am more than pleased with Tux TRU TR 
SEEKER and the pictures. Heston is a stunner. 

This last spring Hill City has experienced one of those 
Methodist revivals that rain down on nearly every community 
in the United States once a year when the elemente are all 
favorable. This time it was conducted by a clerical gentle- 
man by the name of Rev. Mr. Uimer. He isa young man, 
whom I should judge to be about thirty-eight or forty years 
old. His caliber isn’t, or 22, but he has a sort of I-know.it- 


| all style about him, and as times were a little dull and there 


was no other place to go, I, together with several Liberals 
and skeptics, attended his meetings, whereupon he seemed 
to be called upon by his holiness to pounce upon me, and in 
Sermons and in his pastoral calls he undertook to show me 
the road, though narrow and crooked, to that place of eter- 
nal happiness, and after I asked him a few questions, and 
showed him up in the right light, he commenced to desist 
and rose and turned to go. I asked him to remain and giv 


me some light on the subject of salvation, but his answer | 


was that he did not think he could commit a worse sin than 
to prolong his conversation with me. So he left me to fry 
in that place prepared ‘for all who dare to think or ask a 
question, whereupon I asked him to remain and I would 
tell him a dream that I had, and as he consented I started 
out thus: Now," I said, ** Brother Ulmer, I had a dream the 
other night. I thought I had died and gone to heaven, and 
was admitted to the presence of God, and there seated by 


the side of him was Christ in a big armchair, and immedi- 


I want to take a few fearless and out- 


ately after my arrival there, Brother Ulmer came in also, 
whereupon God said, ‘Get up, Christ, and giv Mr. Ulmer 
your Beat." This knocked him clear out of the ring, and 
you could hav.easily played checkers on his coat-tail as he 
made his departure. . 

Now, Mr. Editor, leaving preachers entirely alone for à 
few moments, if I am not worrying you too much, I wish to 
speak of this. country, the one hundred miles square known 
as the Black Hills. While I don’t believe it advisable for very 
many poor men to come here, yet it has been truly said by 
one of our great financiers and railroad kings that the one 
hundred miles square in the Black Hils was the richest one 
hundred miles square on the face of the globe to day. This 
has reference to men with capital. Surely there are great 
opportunities here for capital and enterprise. I will willingly 
answer any questions of inquiry pertaining to this country. 
There are a plenty of good mines here that only need capital 
to make them tbe bonanzas of the United States. We hav 
gold, silver, and tin here in endless quantities. I remain, 

Yours without Christ, R E Nx. 


Don't Mind Christian ** Feelings.” 
i Orrumwa, Ia., July 17, 1891. 

Mz. Evitorn: My admiration of TRR Truta Serer in- 
creases after the perusal of each issue. Your last two num- 
bers were especially good. You wiil lose nothing in circu- 
lation or influence by your Kindly feeling toward Colonel 
Ingersoll. His vindication of Thomas Paine alone entitles 
him to the undying gratitude of all humanity. Iam pleased 
to know that the pansy and emblem affairs are about settled, 
or at least hav been dropped from the columns of Free- 
thought publications. They could not possibly hav had 
any bearing on the great question of mental liberty. 

The field secretaryship might be advantageously dropped. 
When the Ottumwa Freethinkers want a lecturer they en. 
gage a good lecturer, pay his price, hall rent, etc., and that 
ends it. Why cannot other localities do the same? During 
the fleld secretaryship controversy one or two parties objected 
to paying the field secretary & salary of $2,000. Do they 
want to reduce such men as Watts and Putnam to the level 
of the $500 a year country parson ? 

I am not sure about my being a Liberal. I detest the 
institution known as Christianity, and am doing all I can 
against it. I hav often said that I would not let my children 
attend a Sunday-school. I object seriously to being sworn. 
The ridiculous idea that Jehovah would assist one in telling 
the truth, when he has prevaricated on several occasions 
most outrageously! I believe that Freethinkers should let 
the world at large know that they entertain nothing but 
contempt and scorn for the Bible and Christianity, Chris- 
tians know nothing about feelings“ ia the presence of a 
Freethinker. They say the vilest things about humauitarians 
like Voltaire and Paine and think nothing of it; but should 
a Freethinker refer sarcastically to their Joss or to Joss's 
earthly deputy, they raise their hands in horror. 

Yours for common ser8e, Jons W. DAYTON. 


Was a Good Catholic. 
A1BUQUERQUE, N. M., July 4, 1891. 

Mz. Epırror: I wish to say that it was your paper that 
turned me from a good Catholic to a Freethinker. It came 
about in this way. An agent for Wells, Fargo & Co., used 
to take your paper. His office was at Manuelito and his 
name is Mr. Guire; he is now of Winslow. I was running a 
train on the Atlantic & Pacific railroad and in the course of 
human events I got to see the paper every now and then. 
At first I was shocked. Then I took to reading the Bible. 
There I saw such indecent language and such inconsistencies 
that I had to giv up my faith. The next thing, I subscribed 
for your paper. Now I get more enjoyment out of life than 
I ever got before. G 

I wish to thank the Brotherhood of Moralists for a letter 
received gome time ago in which they ask me to join their 
order; also the editor of Secular Thought for the favor of 
his paper, but I am unable to take it as yet, though I may 
in the near future. I hav not had time to read the by-laws 
of the Brotherhood yet. I will at the first opportunity, and 
if I can consistently, will join. My friends, who hav my 
welfare at heart in a Christian sense, tell me how when Iam 
in hell they will look down from heaven on my suffering and 
tell me that they had told me so. But that makes no differ- 
ence. I would rather be in hell with an honest man than in 
heaven with such men as Talmage, Holy John, or Sam 
Jones. Isaw avery good cartoon in Puck about Holy John, 
where Dickens’s shadow is looking over Johnny and says : 
“I hav died too soon. I should hav lived to put this holy 
man ina book.” Whata fine subject he would make for 
one of this great writer’s books. Tryand get Heston to 
write a story entitled ** The Sunday-School Teacher,” for 
the benefit of Holy John. My picture-book has been on the 
go for nearly a year, but I hav been unable to get you a sub- 
acriber. Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 

J. T. MURRAY. 


Where $53,000,000 is Exempted. 
OozAN City, Mb., July 20, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrox: Your worthy paper with every edition 
brings forth some new vigorin the leaning toward Liberalism. 
I hav been holding the views I am holding for several years 
past—in fact, before I ever read any of your papers. But 
your editorials, combined with the writiaga of such persons 
as Colonel Ingersoll, Mr. J. Peck, and many others, and also 
the pictures so well prepared by that wonderful artist, Mr. 
Heston, hav made my belief more flem than it would hav 
been otherwise. I am not narrow. minded enough to read 
only articles concerning Freethought, or leaning toward 
Atheism, but I read as well sermons delivered by that great 
Stump Speaker on Biblical History, Mr. Talmage, Dr. Dixon, 
Dr. Ball, and many others. Last week I read the outlines of 


a sermon delivered by the Rev. Dr. Ball, and to my great 

surprise and also joy found that he is as yet the most liberal- 
minded preacher I hav ever heard of. f 

. Well, nothing would please me better than to hav a 
Liberal Club organized to show the holy citizens of Baltimore 
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intelligent architect of nature, the deity, the force, and intel- | tal things, and above all where does her power stop. Can 
ligence behind phenomena, which men hav been jgnorantly | she kill weight on ten men, or ten thousand, and why? 
worshiping and addressing prayers to from away back in | Here is a grand problem for science to solve, and should it 
prehistoric times. I hav been studying nature upon this | turn out electricity, or eternal cause and effect, was the all 
hypothesis ever since, and all the evidences which I can draw | in all that was running this old universe of ours, what an 


from nature direct, and from natural science, tend to confirm 
me in this conception. 

The beautiful and varied artistic designs of snow. flakes, as 
seen under the. microscope, and the regular geometrical 
forms, called crystals, which material substances assume 
when passing from a liquid to a solid state, impress upon 
my mind the conviction that there is in nature an intelligent 
designer, organizer, and builder. 

We usually sow field-peas around Indian corn, and let the 
vines climb the corn-stalks for supports. I once planted a 
field of peas by themselvs; there was a forest of trees outside 
of the fence on both the east and west sides of the field, 
which cast their shades in the field of mornings and evenings. 
When the pea-vines began to run, on the east side of the field 
for twenty or thirty yards from the fence every vine ran 
eastward, and on the west side of the field every vine ran 
westward. Being climbing plants they ran toward the 
objects which cast a shade upon them, hunting something 
to climb, manifesting intelligence in pea vines. A self- 
supporting plant will lean itself from a shade to catch the 
sunlight. A climbing plant will run toward an object which 
casts a shade upon it, hunting something to climb. The 
sun-flower is facing to the east at sunrise, and bending its 
neck, it follows the sun during the day, facing to the west 
at sunset, then it turns back so as to be facing to the east 
again at sunrise. Pindar vines and some other plants close 
or fold up themselvs at sunset, and open out at sunrise. 
Some other plants will fold up their leaves when touched 
with a human finger. Everything in nature which is capable 
of manifesting intelligence possesses it, hence I infer that 
intelligence like electricity pervades all nature, but all 
things are not capable of manifesting {ts presence. 

The brain of man and beast is a fountain of electricity, 
which flows from the brain along the nerves to all parts of 
the body. The brain is also the fountain of intelligence, the 
organ of thought. . 


that Liberalism is a growing factor, and not a diminishing 
lot of scarecrows. Let us hav a helping hand through you 
and your readers in Maryland. Perhaps you could hav more 
influence in sending an appeal to them through your paper. 
With a few'good lecturers, as there can be found a great 
number among the ranks of the Liberals, we could make it 
one of the strongest organizations of its kind in the United 
States, for you can see more plainly in this city than in any 
. Other the defects in the orthodox churches. A bombshell 
thrown into the united mass of orthodox religions would 
cause 8 great deal of enthusiasm. Upto this time people, at 
least 8 number of men with open eyes and ears, can plainly 
see the injustice done toward the poor laboring man, as well 
as the farmer and many others, in exempting all church 
property from taxation, and especially plain may this be 
shown in our city, where churches own about $53,000,000 
worth of property. The Taxpayers’ Association of Baltimore 
has tried to show there unjust taxations plainly, but there 
seems to be some timidity to hit the question in the proper 
place. i 
A few words concerning the World’s Fair next year. How 
would you decide on a question if it were well for the Liber- 
als of this country to erect a building in which not only to 
exhibit the portraits of martyrs of Freethought and science, 
but also to hold meetings and lectures? I know that our 
men would draw the crowds, and allow the preachers and 
priests the empty benches ag a good audience. Let us show 
some patriotism. Yours truly, SIDNEY J RoBENTHAL. 


For Universalists a Hot Place, For Spiritualists a 
Hotter. 
Gissos, Va., July 14, 1891. 

Mr. EprronR: I hav been a subscriber and reader of TRE 
TRUTH SEEKER for about four years, and the more I read it 
the better I like it. It is the only paper I take that I fully 
read through, and many pieces that I find I read two or 
three times until I get them fully digested. I estimate Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER to be the best paper on Freethought and re- 
form in the world, being ably edited, and also contributed to 
by a corps of the best talented writers in America. It seems 
to me that itis everything that a lover of free thought and 
free speech could desire it to be. The pictures and cartoons 
by Heston are a great addition to the paper, from the fact 
that they attract notice tothe paper by those who otherwise 
would never look at it, especially the children. I hav not 
been able to get any new subscribers, although I find many 
around me that love to read the paper. There are very few 
outspoken Liberals in this section of Georgia or in any other 
section of Georgia that I know of. In my opinion, there is 
not a state in the United States of America that is any more 
overrun with superstition than Georgia. But I can now 
plainly see that Liberalism is on the increase and church 
superstition on the decrease, but slowly. It is slow decrease, 
but, I think, sure and permanent, provided all Liberal- 
minded people will unite and come together on one common 
cause, and that is for the Nine Demands of Liberalism, and 
keep up and well support the Liberal papers in our land, 
especially Tux TRUTH SEEKER, which is the great mouth- 
piece of the American Secular Union, and the strong advo- 
cate of the freedom of speech and press and equal rights. 

I hope all arguments and controversies between Spiritual- 
ists and others who are not Spiritualists may cease, as the 
Spiritualists are Liberals and hav a commoncause with those 
Liberals who are not strictly Spiritualists. Why should 
good Liberals argue about Spiritual communications to in- 
dividuals in the flesh? It is an argument that never will be 
or can be decided on, to the convincing and satisfaction of 
all. As to the arguments against the Spiritualist, I am will- 
ing to leave that for the churches todo. The pulpit orators 

. preach against it and say it is humbuggery and trickery and 
a straight-out falsehood, and a dangerous thing to believe. 
I once heard a minister in the pulpit say it was more 
dangerous to be a Spiritualist than to be a Universalist. So 
if there was any value in his assertions it would be very bad 
to be a Spiritualist. As the Universalist was after death 
going to a very hot place, the Spiritualist would go to a 
still hotter. Yours ever inthe cause of freedom, 

SgABORN Kitonens, SR. 


any other man can bring to bear against it. 
P. F. SgUMAKER. 


more than I do to correct me. P. F. 8. 


The Georgia Wonder's Feats. 
Laxz Crrx, I., July 16, 1891. 


SEEKER in regard to Emma Abbott, the Georgia magnet, 
or the wonder of Georgia, and in fact we might say the 
wonder of the world. I hav thought a few lines in regard 
to her might be interesting to your readers. Every word I 
write you in regard to her will be true, and no humbug about 
it. She was in the capital of our state a week, where a por- 
tion of my family witnessed her performance. She lifts 
eight or ten men on a large chair. Will take a billiard cue 
and lay on her hands at an angle of forty-five degrees, hands 
only partly closed, and no four men can push the end to the 
floor, or take it from her hands. Then place the cue in 
another person’s hands, and she placing her hands on the 
underside of their hands, and the same phenomena will 
occur while hers are pressed against those that hold the cue. 


lift her from the floor, but he could not be found, and 
her weight is about 100 pounds, less or more. They placed 
her on & pair of scales, weight 108 pounds; a man pushed 
down on her shoulders; looking again, her weight was 
just 44 pounds. Put your hands on a wall, and she placing 
her hands on yours rather loosely, and three or four stout 
men cannot make her tighten up on your hands, or force her 
aa inch to the wall. A glass tumbler placed on her wrist, 
and you hear her pulse ticking all over the room, but 
no pulse any other place. Her pulse is 145 per minute, 
temperature 95 degrees. Now, Eugene, here is a problem 
we want solved. While people know so much in regard to 
the world to come, we should like to know something more 
about this. But there is one thing we all know now, had 
this pretty little lady-like woman lived a few ages sooner, 
how glad God’s Boston saints would hav been to get their 


Now, I believe that electricity is the unseen force and 
intelligence which is behind nature’s phenomena and that I 
can produce stronger evidence in favor of that theory than 


P. B.—If I am in error I will thank some one who knows 


MR. Eprrog: I hav not seen anything in Tue TRurg 


Standing on one foot four men cannot push her out of 
balance. They offered $1,000 for any man that could 


awful fix the preachers would be in, as bad as it would be 
to kill their devil. With best regards for yourself and all 


THE TRUTH SEEKER family, I am respectfully, 
J. L. TourkIxs. 


Though Dead John Manning Liveth. 
: July 16, 1891. 
Mn. Eprror: The Banner of Light, as you know, is a 
weekly paper published in Boston, and has been devoted to 
the exposition and defense of Spiritualism for many years. 
Connected with its large publishing house there is, I under- 
stand, a séance ” room, which is open to the public once a 
week, except during the months of June, July, and August. 
At these séances messages purporting to come from de- 
parted spirite, who had lived in different parts of the country, 
are received, and published in the Banner. In the issue of 
that parer for the 20th of June last was one from a man 
calling himself John Manning and hailing from a town in 
Alabama named Bessemer. It is as follows: 


[To the Chairman:] I reckon you don't invite strangers 
from theSouth? [Yes, every one is welcome.] No matter 
where from? [That makes no difference.] Well, that's 
kind in you. : 

I come up North here to find the open way, not to the 
pole, but from the spirit-world to the earth-world. I don't 
know much about this; it's new to me. We don't hav any 
of these meetings in our parts, and so if I don't do very well 
I hope Ill be excused, for I need experience. 

I was an officer doing my duty when I was sent out of the 
body. I went out by the hand of a darkey, and I don't feel 
altogether right about it—that is, when I come back into 
this atmosphere. When I am away in the spirit-world, it 
seems all right enough, though I didn’t care to be huatled 
out. 

I come around these parts once in a while, and I hear you 
Northern people talk about the ‘‘nigs”; but I tell you you 
don’t know only half of it. By way of a change, some of 
you ought to come down our way and learn the other half; 
then, perhaps, you would be better able to draw a conclusion. 
Now, I know some of your good spirit people here, that are 
full of philanthropy and sentinient, will tell me I am preju- 
diced; but then, I don’t think I am, and so I reckon I hay 
got to work the matter out, think it over, and learn all 
about these things from the spirit side. 

I don’t come here, stranger, to growl about things. I just 
came to see if there was such a thing as getting a message 
through these lines to old Alabama; and I thought if I suc- 
ceeded in doing so, whether it was good, bad, or indifferent, 
no matter, I should find out it could be done; then I would 
try to get some of our people who would make a stir by 
coming, to come this way and make themselvs known. 
This is my principal object in speaking; then I would like 
to let my friends know I hav regard for them, and that I 
don't forget the past. 

I hail from Bessemer, Alabama, and I am John Manning. 


You will notice, Mr. Editor, that in this communication 
there are four distinct statements of fact: First, the name, 
John Manning ; secondly, the former place of hig residence, 
Bessemer, in the state of Alabama; thirdly, that he was an 
officer of the law; fourthly,that he met his death at the 
hands of a darkey.” 

These statements, so circumstantial in their character, 
seemed to furnish a good opportunity for a test, and I 
resolved to investigate the case. Not knowing a human 
being in Bessemer, I wrote to the postmaster of that town, 
with a view either to verify or falsify the message purport- 
ing to come from John Manning. Never hinting, even 
remotely, what my motiv was in making the inquiries, I 
asked whether there was now, or ever had been, in that 
town or neighborhood, 8 man named John Manning? 
Whether he was alive or dead? If dead, what disease he 
died of? If he died by accident what were the circumstances 
of his death ? 

The postmaster turned out to be a courteous man, and to 
my letter sent a prompt reply, saying that there was a man 
named John Manning who had been a citizen of Bessemer ; 
that he was a policeman; that in attempting to execute a 
warrant of arrest issued by the mayor on Sandy Jones, a 
negro, he was shot to death by that person, and that event 
occurred in the month of March or April, 1888. 

It is noticeable in his message that Manning still has a 
grudge against the ‘‘ nigs," as he calls them. This is not 
strange when I quote from Postmaster Mullen’s letter in 
which he says that the negro who killed Manning fired 
through a crevice near the door after saying he would como 


Some Problems in Nature. 
Frat Creex, La., July 15, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrok: In December, 1865, I was in Nemaha county, 
Kansas. I had set out some traps, and was going to them one 
still frosty morning, walking on ice. The creek had just 
frozen over with ice thick enough to walk on. No snow had 
fallen upon the ice, so it was smooth and clear. I discovered 
some ice growths in the form of plants, which had, like 
Jonah’s gourd, grown up in a night, without seed germs. 
They were in form like the mullein plant, with leaves 
resembling polypodium. They had radical, cordate, 
gerate, and pennatified leaves from one to three inches 
long and from one to two inches wide. These ice plants 
were of more beautiful design than any vegetable structures 
that I had ever seen. When I discovered these beautiful 
. structures, composed only of ice, which had grown up dur- 
ing the cold still night, I was profoundly moved. There 
were the unmistakable finger-prints of deity, the architect of 
nature, which fashions the multiform beautiful vegetable 
structures, including the flowers. I stood and thought. 
Tbe question immediately arose in my mind, what is it that 
can be here present and cau do this beautiful work in the 
cold dark night, and is invisible and imperceptible to my 
senses? Here I conceived the idea that electricity ig the 


hands on her. They would hav burnt or hanged her in short 
notice—all for Christ's sake. She is a perfect electric bat. 
tery; but how is it operated? She does not know anything 
about it herself. One thing we think we know—she has 
power to reverse or suspend attraction, or kill gravitation, 
for she evidently lifts only the clothes and boots or shoes 
that are on the people at the time of lifting, as she has ño 
power over dead matter, and cannot lift over 100 pounds of 
stone or fron. For her great power, her hands hav to touch 
other bare hands or arms—in short, come in contact with 
other bare and living flesh. Now, we must find out the great 
wonder in regard to this little woman while she is living and 
well, and not hav any guesswork about it. What becomes of 
the 64 pounds of weight when first weighed? We think we 
know, but are like the children that went to borrow soap; 
when the lady asked the little girl what they wanted, she 
said, ‘‘ Ikey knows, but he would not tell, so I will not tell,” 
but I think three pair of scales would tell. Put the lady on 
one pair, the man that pushes down on another, and a man 
lifting up on the third, and we ought to be able to tell who 
gets the lost weight; it is transferred to some one or some 
place. I hav written this letter while in feeble health, believ- 
ing it a duty we owe to the world to find out what this 
wonderful woman is, and why she can do all these wonder- 


out. He asked Manning to strike a match, so that he could 
see—for the occurrence happened at midnight—and just as 
Manning did so the fatal shot was fired in the light of the 
burning match.” 

Now, Mr. Editor, I don’t know how you will feel on 
reading this narrativ of facts, but whether all the rest of us 
when we pass through the gates of death will suffer a com- 
plete extinction of our being, it seems clear that John 
Manning, at least, who suffered death at Bessemer in 1888, 
ig still alive and knows what he is about. 

When we remember that this case occurred in the very 
department of inquiry where our scientists are devoting 
their lives and labors to the ascertainment of facts, without 
the least regard to the bearing they may hav on men’s prej- 
udices, may we not ask them—if they believe that death 
terminates the existence of a person—to explain the remark- 
able coincidence between John Manning’s statements in the 
séance room at Boston, and the confirmation of their truth 
down in Alabama? Will we, whoprofess to be Freethinkers 
upon all subjects, allow our minds to be so prejudiced that 
we are willing to deny absolute facts, and call them lies, 
when they stubbornly stand still and refuse to get out of the 
way of our theories? A. B. B. 
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Childrens Farner. 


AXdited by Muss Susan H. WIron, Fail 
Riser, Maas., to whom all Communications for 
his Oorner should be sent. 


„Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


How We Spent the Fourth. 


Now, let us try and spend the Fourth of 
July, 1891, in a rational way,” said some of 
the ladies of the W. E. I. society. After 
some discussion they concluded that a picnic, 
with music and speeches, would be as good 
88 anything that could be got up in the short 
time we had to make our arrangements. Mr. 
J. Warburton kindly tendered us the use of 
Cresbrook Grove, on the new Boston road 
and within convenient distance of the horse- 
cars. 

The night before the Fourth there was the 
usual din that small boys and large men are 
wont to make with firecrackers, guns, and 
tin horns. All night long they kept it up, 
with now and then an occasional lull. Con- 
sequently none of us slept very much, but, 
nevertheless, we were astir in good season 
next morning. The weather was threaten- 
ing, if you remember, all the morning, with 
some drops of rain, but in the middle of the 
forenoon the sun shone out and the clouds 
rolled by. Mrs. Hyde came up with her 
carriage packed full of the good things we 
had decided to take along, but there was yet 
room to stow away our boxes and ham- 
mocks, which were loaded in as best we 
could. Arriving at the beautiful walnut 
grove the team was quickly denuded of its 
freight, and a table was erected with some 
boxes end plank that Pat Foley was kind 
enough to let us use. Mrs. Borden brought 
cloth with which to cover the table, and when 
it was set out with silver baskets of frosted 
cakes, dishes of candy, peanuts, and other 
goodies, it really appeared fine. Near by 
‘was suspended a massiv bunch of bananas. 
Under the table was an oil-stove and a cop- 
per boiler in which water was heated for cof- 
fee. Near by were two gallons of ice-cream 
and a cask of lemonade. Master M. Reed 
donated a big piece of ice for that, and 
really it was very delicious. Joseph, the 
colored man of our family, was busy for an 
hour putting up hammocks and swings 
under the trees. Meanwhile Mrs. Hyde's 
horse became entangied in his harness and 
we all hastened to extricate him. However, 
Joseph did the work and the rest of us 
looked on. At length the friends came, one 
by one and in groups, until the grove began 
to look lively with the flags swinging in the 
breeze and the children swinging and sing- 
ing patriotic songs. For we would hav none 
other on that day, save the music of the birds 
overhead, who, tucked amid the thick walnut 
branches, evidently enjoyed the scene below 
as much as anyone. 

The refreshment table was well patronized, 
and Bethia, Mrs. Hyde, and Jennie Burrell 
had all they wanted to do in waiting upon 
the eager and hungry customers. Little 
Nettie Belle toddled up to the stand with a 
penny. ‘‘I want a cent’s worth of candy,” 
said sse. Help yourself to a cent's worth,” 
replied the waiter. The cunning little creat- 
ure proceeded at once so to do, and filled 
both chubby fists with sweets, and then 
walked away with the satisfied air of one 
‘who has received her money’s worth. Dr. 
Heath wandered out to the edge of the 
grove, and gathered daisies, wild roses, 
swamp pinks, ferns, and some of that curi- 
ous plant of the leek species called Orpine, 
or, in common parlance, dead man’s 
hand.” Alice Winslow, too, gathered a 
lovely bouquet of the pinkest wild roses, which 
afterward she gave to me. We did not 
begin our literary exercises so soon as ex- 
pected on account of waiting for the late 
arrivals and the instrumental music, which 
latter failed us after all. But we had the 
robins, bob.o'-links, and the cat-birds, to say 
nothing of the laughter of the children. 

Mrs. Hibbert came finally, her face beam- 
ing with a benevolent smile, as if she could 
mother the whole flock of us. Then our 
literary feast was commenced. For a ros- 
trum we had a wide flat stone—not exactly 

flat, however, but it answered our purpose 
very well,indeed. The picnickers all gatbered 
around in a crescent, except those who 
swung lazily in the hammocks close by. The 
opening addregs, bearing upon the nature 
and history of the day, occupied twenty-five 


minutes. It was by a lady, whose name will 
not be mentioned, but you can guess who it 
was. The speech elicited applause. Then 
followed the reading of an original poem by 
its author, Mrs. Hyde. It was fine, and had 
all the approhation it merited, which was 
not a little by any means. Mrs. Channell 
then read, in a firm, clear voice, the Decla- 
ration of independence. The birds even 
stopped to listen. Rounds of applause fol- 
lowed the rendering of this immortal docu- 
ment. Then Bethia read Independence 
Day.” This was alsoapplauded to the echo. 
Voluntary speeches were then called for, 
which were responded to by Dr. Dutton, of 
Boston, Robert Adams, Dr. Heath, and Mr. 
Champlin, the urbane attache of the Daily 
Evening News, who was sent up to report us. 
The old grove never echoed with so much 
patriotism before, and, mayhap, never will 
again. : 

The refreshment stand then occupied the 
attention, for after so much mental food the 
inner man must be hungry, and finally what 
little was left was sold by auction, Bethia 
being the auctioneer, and a very good one she 
was. The remainder of the ice-cream we 
gave the children, who had no pennies to 
buy with. Counting up our gains, we found 
we had twenty odd dollsrs, which paid for 
all our purchases, and left a balance of nearly 
four dollars for the treasury of the Women’s 
Educational and Industrial Society, which, 
considering that the society had not under- 
taken the celebration to make money, was 
doing well. There were forty-eight grown 
people present, and twenty-three children. 

There were no casualties to mar the pleas- 
ure of the occasion, except that Nettie Belle 
was struck in the eye by a green apple that 
fell from a tree in the farmer's yard adjoining, 
and Freddy Hyde fell out of a hammock, 
bruising his face, and bringing some tears. 

In the light of the declining sun we gath- 
ered up the fragments of the feast, and 
wended our way homeward. Bethia's ham- 
mock was lost from the carriage on the home- 
ward journey, which she and all regretted 
very much. It was one that little Susie had 
used, and was thus doubly precious. 

We felt very well satisfied with this old- 
fashioned celebration of Independence Day, 
and we fancy we would hav had the approval 
of the old-fashioned folks had they been 
there to see and hear. 

Perhaps some of them were there. Who 
knows? But if so, they did not make them- 
selvs known or heard, and, as far as we know, 
we had the day all to ourselvs. S. H. W. 


e 
Chats with Correspondents. 

ANNIE D.—Yes, you can write a short 
Science story if you can do 80, but it must 
not be too long. You are quite right in 
thinking there is enough to write about with- 
out resorting to fiction. 

Aurora M. BourHWIOK.—No, it cannot 
harm & bright girl like yourself, but you 
would learn more in a Libera] Sunday-school. 
The teacher is wrong in teaching that which 
she knows is untrue. She ought to stop it 
and teach instead the real and practical. 

Henry C.—“ Puzzles, enigmas, and things.” 
Certainly, we might hav them in the Corner 
if we had space. Some time, when the Chil- 
dren’s Corner has expanded into a big room 
with four corners, we may hav all that is 
desirable, useful, and beautiful. Until that 
good time you must possess your mind in 
patience and hope for better days. 

JohN A. Bgown.—The tale about which 
you inquire is the oriental legend of Basu- 
deva, who was the husband of Christna’s 
mother, carrying away the little Christna to 
Nanda’s house to save it from the hands of 
a tyrant, Kansa of Mathura, who had sworn 
to take its life. Undoubtedly this is the 
original of the story of Christ being taken to 
Egypt, on account of Herod having ordered 
the murder of the newly-born males in 
Palestine. 


Chinese Schooling. 

A Chinese boy begins school at about seven 
years of age, those of the higher ranks being 
taught at home by private tutors, while the 
poorer boys attend a school in common. As 
the Chinese language has no alphabet or 
grammar the method of study is peculiar. 
Each object is represented, not by & certain 
combination of letters, but by a character, 
which is different according to the thing it 
designates. Now, as everything known to 
the mind—every noun, verb, adverb, and ad- 
jectiv—is thus designated by an independent 
character, one may form a faint idea of the 
vast amount of labor required to master even 
a small part of the written language. Im- 
agin attempting to study the Century or the 


| examination. 


International Dictionary, not by mastering 
the spelling of each word, but by learning 
for each of the thousands of words an entirely 
different character. 

At the age of fifteen the boy is sent to one 
ofthe professors of the Royal Academy for 
There he is given one word on 
which to write à composition, and for this 
purpose is locked up for a day and a night in 
an apartment alone. At the end of that time, 
if the composition be creditable, the boy 
takes his ‘ first degree," and receives a gold 
button, which he wears in his hat. 

He then studies for three years more, and 
at the end of that time undergoes a second 
examination, in which, if successful, he re- 
ceives a second gold button. At the end of 
another three months’ study he is summoned 
to Pekin to appear before the Imperial 
Academy. Here he undergoes a three days’ 
examination, and, if successful, he is eligible 
for the highest offices in the empire. From 
among these graduates are chosen the foreign 
ministers, governors, and the highest officials 
of the government. Of course no boys except 
those of high rank are admitted to these ex- 
aminations.—Philadelphia Times. 

— . — 


Correspondence. 


Coxtins, Nzs., July 9, 1891. 
Drar Miss Wixon: As this is my second 
letter to the Corner, I hardly know what to 
write, but, as Iam here all alone, I thought 
I would try and write a few lines. This is 
my youngest sister’s birthday. She is nine 


years old. Pa and ma and my two sisters | 
went to my aunt’s this afternoon, and my jN 


brother is after the cattle, so that leaves me 
here all alone. I had & nice time the Fourth 
of July. All of the neighbors gathered in to 
Mr. Aker’s, and had a real nice time—had 
ice-cream and lemonade, oranges and candy. 
We hav not been to Bunday-school for a 
long time—do not know whether we will 
go any more or not. Almost all around 
here are Christians—that is, they think they 


are. 

School will begin 1st of September. I will 
be glad, but we hav to walk a mile and a 
half to reach it. I will close. 

Your Liberal friend, MABEL CooHRANE. 


BRNAMIx, Uran, July 15, 1891. 
Dear Miss Susan H. Wixow: I hav not 
written to you for some time, so I thought I 
would take my pen in hand again. In 
my last letter you told me to tell you how the 
bees made the honey; but they do not make 
the honey, they gather it from the flowers. 
They are gathering honey now, and we are 
all of us just as busy as can be extracting. 
We hav an automatic extractor. Papa is the 
mp bee.keeper in Benjamin, and he has 
had the bees’ picture taken. There will be 
one of them come at the same time as this 
letter for you. Please excuse bad writing 

and bad spelling. Yours truly, 
Lovre Hone. 


[Thanks for picture. That is“ papa” in the 
foreground, and Louie in the doorway. 80 
we hav their pictures a8 well as the homes of 
the busy bees. It must be a little heaven 
out there, where one may feast on bread and 
honey all the livelong day. 


How doth the little busy bee 
Improve each shining hour, 
And gather honey all the day 
From every opening flower. 
‘ — Ep. C. C.] 


SHERMAN, Mion., July 9, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixos Ax D ConxERITES: I will 
try and write once more to you and find out, 
if I can, what is the matter with all of you 
Cornerites. Some of you study history, I 
am sure, so please answer the questions I 
asked in my last letter. They are not hard. 
And I would wager nearly every Cornerite 
can answer them. And when you answer 
them please ask some history questions. 

Since I wrote last I hav had a letter from 
Miss Gardener. I received it a few days 
after my letter appeared in Taz TRUTRH 
SELKER. She asked me about our molasses, 
or rather maple syrup. I sent her one gallon 
and she sent me the book entitled, “A 
Thoughtless Yes.” I hav read it through 
and think it very nice. Miss Gardener paid 
ninety cents express on the syrup, s0 you aee 
she paid pretty dear for it, as the book is $1, 
making $1.90 for one gallon of syrup. 

Where did you celebrate the Fourth? I 
celebrated at home working in the garden. 
Didn’t Ido well? How many of you girls 
hav flowers this summer? My sister and I 
hav quite a few. I hav some carnation 
pinks which are very pretty. They hav a 
very pleasant odor too. 

We hav sbout two hundred little chickens 
now. 

We are having quite warm weather nowa- 
days and not much rain. 

I attend Sunday-school about every Bun- 
day. I do not think it harms me any, 
though, as I am very stubborn about believ- 
ing things I do not know to be facts. Be- 
sides, the teacher of the class I belong to 
does not believe the Bible or things to be 
taught in Sunday-school to be true any more 
than I. Do you think it harms me any, 
Miss Wixon? 


l for 25 cents. 


I received a Chicago Liberal, and think it 
very nice. : í 

I thought the biography of Chaucer by 
Ida A. Ballou in the last TRUTH SEEKER very 
interesting. But I must close and giv room 
to some more interesting writer. Besides, I 
know such a long letter cannot be welcome. 

Remember the history questions. 

AURORA M. Bournwiox. 


How a Tourist Makes Moncy. 


Dzar Reavers :—While visiting places of 
interest, I spend my leisure time plating 
tableware and jewelry and selling platers. I 
make from $5 to $15 per day. The work is 
done 80 nicely that every person wants it. 
I paid $5 for my plater to H. C. Delno & Co., 
Columbus, O. Why not have a good time 
and money in your pocket, when for $5 you 
can start a business of your own. Write 
above firm for circulars. A Tovgisr. 


Itime. 
“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for oiroulars and 
WHY. ` 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Bnowville, Va. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curit g the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERBY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


A FARM FOR SALE. 


24 ACRES, 


Beautifully located. 35 miles from New York on 


ew Jersey Central R R. Rich soil Owner re- 
T WHITE, 


tiring. Price reasonab.e, 
ddress 
tf Oare of THE TRUT SEEKER. 


LIFE AND CAREER 


Charles Bradlaugh 


George Jacob Holyoake. 


Every Freethinker wants this Life of the Great 
English Secularist, by the Father of Seculariem. 


Price, 15 sents. Ten copies, $1. 
Address this Office. 


Evolution Series. 


—0— 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Boience and Art. 


No. 1.—Alfred Russe'l llace, by Edward D. 
Cope, Ph.D.; with cote e Acer Sen bal 

No. 2.—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wako- 
man; with portrait. 


Price, 10 Cents each. 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I. Ey OLUTION, ANTIQUITY, 
William Durham. F.R.S 


II, ASTRONOMY, Sus, Moon, Stars, Ero. By Will- 
iam Durham, F. R. S. E. 


These handy series of volumes on science -of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting. to even the 
most casual reader. They supply 2 popular need. 

The price of each is 50 centa in cloth. 


|— YES!!! 
? Is Your Time Worth Something ? 
? Do You Require Oopies ? 


USE 


THE EXPRESS DUPLICATOR. 


10-150 copies from any original writ ng. No 
mechanism, no washing, no trouble. Simplest 
and pent duplicating device. Note size $4.50; cap 
size $7.50. 


Headquarters for Manifolding Apparatus, 


C. BENSINGER ax» CO., 
307 Dey Street, New York. 


3 ETO. By 


Steow23 


THE 


French Invasion of Ireland in'98, 


Leaves of Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroio Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOEF. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and gold side stamps. Price, $1.50. 


The present volume is ax effort to rescue from 
eomparativ oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war. II points a moral that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail receive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition, . e . 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Contains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


. ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
12115 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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PIONEER PITH. 


TRE Gist of LEOTURES ON RATIONALISM. 


By Carr. R. C. Apams, President of Montreal 
Pioneer Freethought Olub ; author of 
Travels in Faith from Tra- 
dition to Reason,” 

an 
“ Evolution—A Summary of Evidence." 


A compendium of scientific and critical lore, 
Best handbook for introducing the general 
reader to the principles and data on which Ha- 
tionalism is based. 


Paper, 12mo, 100pp., 25 cents. 


EVOLUTION THEORY. 


Three lectures by Pror. Taos. H. HUXLEY. 
Paper, 10 cents. 


Thirty DISCUSSIONS, BIBLE STORIES, 
ESSAYS, and LECTURES. - 
. By D. M. BENNETT. 
Pap. 700pp., 75 cents. 


BENNETT-TEED DISCUSSION. 


“Jesus the Lord God, Oreator of Heaven and 
Earth.” 


By D. M. BENNETT and REv. Mn. TEED. 
: Paper, 80 cents.. 


BESANT-HATCHARD DEBATE 


BETWEEN 
ANNIE BESANT AND REV. A. 


on 


Jesus of Nazareth a Historical Character, and the 
Influence of Christianiby. 


Price, 25 cents. 


BIBLE BALANCED. 


Comparing the Bible's Bost Teachings and Bays 
ings with those of Philosophers who 
Lived previous to Bible 


HATOHARD 


Authors. : 
By G. C. DABLING. 
Paper, — 5b oents. 


BIBLE FABAICATIONS REFUTED, 


Errors Exposed. 
By O. B. Wairrorp, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


TWENTY ORIMES and VICES 
Sanctioned by Scripture. 


By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Price, 25 cents. 


CRIMES OF PREACHERS in the 
United States and Canada. 


By M. E. BILLINGS. 
Price, .. « 25 cents. 


BUDDHIST NIHILISM. 


By Max MurrER, M.A. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOLDEN MEAN in Temperance 
and Religion. 
By. JOHN E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


INSPIRATION OF BIBLES. 


By Jxo. E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Christianity and Materialism, 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 15 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR GRIME. 


By O. B. Waitrorp, M.D. 
, Price, 10 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY from a SCIENTIFIC and 
HISTORICAL STANDPOINT. 


By W. N. MoLaren.. 
Paper, 50 cents. 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 


Adventures in the Land 
of Cosmos. New Scripture (evidently inspired). 
Discovered by I. N. FIDEL and A. Hoox. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE CRISIS. 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


Written during the American Revolution: and by 
order of General Washington read 
to the army. 


Paper, 40 cents ; cloth, 75. 


CULTIVATION OF ART 


ITS RELATIONS TO 
Rezicious Puritanism AND Momzr-GzTTING. 
By A. B. CoorER. 
Paper, 20¢.; flexible clo., 35. 


THE DARWINS. A Domestic Rad- 
ical Romance. By Mrs. E. D. Slenker. 
Pap. 50e Clos 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
$8 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


HUAGes$-UNDERWOOD DEBATE! The Humboldt Library of Science, 


ON CHRISTIANITY. 


Between B.F UxpERWooD and Prof. O. A. B 
- gess, Pres. Of N. W. Christian Univ. a 
Paper, 188pp. 50 ct&.; clo., 89. 


COMMON SENSE 


By THOMAS PAINE. 


: Written in 1776. 
Price, "EE 15 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of 
Christianity. 


zo By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD? 


! -By L. L. DAWSON. 
Price, 8 n 10 cents. 


DEACON SKIDMORE'S LETTERS. 


(Zion Hill Baptist.) His Evolution dut of 
Christianity. By D. M. Bennett. Paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 75. 


ECCE DIABOLUS. 


Jehovah-Worship and Devil-Worship Identical— 
7. e. Bloody Sacrifices and Burnt Offerings. 
By the Very Bev. Evan Davies Arch Druid of 
Price Great Britaia. 
rice. 


25 cents, 


RELIGIOUS POSITIVISM; 


on, PosrriviST CALENDAR. Brief Exposition of 
the Oomtean System. 


- Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 


Eight Scientific Tracts. 
EVOLUTION, DARWINISM, etc. 


By B. F. UnpErwoop and others. 
Price, 20 cents. 


EMIC DELUSIONS. 
By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Essay on Miracles, 
By DAVID HUME 


Price, 10 cents. 


ESSAYS AND LECTURES 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Paper, 300pp., eo cents; cloth, $2. 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


` By T. E. Lonesuore. 
50., 500. per doz., 25 for $1. 


THE UNSEEN WORLD. 
ili Bele eat 


GOSPEL OF ATHEISM. 
By ANNIE Besant. 
Price, 10 cente. 


GOTTLIEB: HIS LIFE, 
A Romance of Earth, Heaven, and Hell. 
By 8. P. PUTNAM. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Heathens of the Heath. 


RADICAL ROMANCE, 


By Wm. MoDoNNELL. 
500pp., paper, 80 cents. 


HOLY BIBLE ABRIDGED. 
The passages unfit for family reading. 
Pap., 30c.; clo., 50. 


THE 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 
Way BHOULD THE eae FEAR TO Dig? 
By J. Q. HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 5 cents. 


THE. 
LOGIC OF LIFE, 
k DEDUOED FROM 

THE PEINOIPLE or FREETHOUGHT. 


By G. J. HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 5 cents. 


Secular Responsibility 


By G. J. iaoLYoAEE. 
Price, 6 cents. 
] GENESIS E, II: 
BIBLE NARRATIVE OF CREATION. 


By A. R. GROTR, A.M. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75. 


Tady Wonen of te Bibl, 


A History of 
ALL THE WOMEN WHO FIGURE IN THE BIBLE. 


EPID 


BY 
An Ungodly Woman of the XIXth Century, 
Pap., 500.; olo., 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette PL, New York. 


In this series are well represented the writings of 
DARWIN, SPENOER, HUXLEY, TYNDALL, PROOTOR, 
CLIFFoRD and other leaders of thought in our 
time, at 50 to 75 per cent. lower than usual prices. 

We have the Library bound in Complete Sets, as 
follows : d 

OLD SrTyrr.—In this style the volumes average 
640 pages 8vo, and are arranged thus : 


Vol I. Nos. 1-12. Vol. "VI. Nos. 60-70. 
“ II. * 18-94. VII. * 71-80. 
„** III. ** 25-36 „VIII. „81-91. 
Md " * 87-48 IX. * 92-103. 
“ V. „49-59. X. ** 104-111. 


Cloth, plain edges, $2 vol. (Separately or in sets.) 
Half seal, marbie edges, $2.75 vol. (In sets only.) 


New BrvLE.—Nor. 1 to 111 inclusive, are bound in 
18 Vols., averaging 492 pages each, 8vo, thus: 


Cloth, extra, red edges, $1.75 per vol. $22.75 per get. 
[11 29 25 « 


"Half seal, plain edges, 2.25 


Half seal, marble edges, 2 50 ue 
Hi? Mor., marble edges: 2.75 ser 
In sets only. 


All of the following are octavo, cloth : 
WORKS BY PROFESSOR HUXLEY. 


Man’s Place in Nature, Numerousill.; & 
The Origiu of Species. 2 books in 1 vol. 
ThePhysical Basis of Life & other Essays. 
Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. 
2 books in 1 vol. . . a . š 
Animal Automatism, and other Essays. 
Technical Education, and other Essays. 
2 books in 1 vol. . e . 
WORKS BY CHARLES DVEWIN. 


Origiu of Species by Means of Natural 
Selection; or, the Preservation of 


Favored Races in the Btruggle for Life. 
New edition from the latest Eng. edition, 


36 


75 


EC 


with additions and corrections. — . 4.25 
Descent of Man, and Selection in Rela. 

tion to Sex With illustrations. New edi- 

tion revised and angmonied .56 


Formation of Vegetable Moid Throngh 
the Action of Worme, with Observa- 
tions on their Habits. With illustrations. 


Charles Darwin: His Life and Work. 
By Grant Allen. 2 . A . 
SELEOT WORKS BY GRANT ALLEN. 


The Evolutionist at Large; 
Vignettes from Nature; and 
Foree and Energy: A Theory of Dy- 
namics. 2 books in 1 vo. " 
WATER, ELECTRICITY, AND LIGHT. 
i . PROFESSOR TYNDALL. 
Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, 
Ice and Glaciers. 19 illustrations. 
Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. 
Six Leetures on Light. Illustrated. 
3 books in 1 vol. . . . 
WORKS BY HERBERT SPENCER. 


The Data of Ethics. PEE š 

Education: Intellectual, Moral, and Phys- 
icai; an 

Progress: Its Law and Cause. With 
other Dirquisitions. 2 books in 1 vol. 

The Genesis of Science. . 

The Factors of Organic Evolution. 


1.00 
BY 


75 


2 books in 1 voulu. 775 
SELECT WORKS OF RICHARD A. PROOTOR, 
F. R. A. B. 


Light Science for Leisure Hours. 
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
Hereditary Traits, and other Essays. 
Miscellaneous Essays. 
Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 
Notes on Earthquakes, with 14 miscel- 
laneous Essays. i 
6 books in 1 vol. . o « 1.50 
BELEOT WORKS OF WM. KINGDON OLIF- 
FORD, F. R. A. G. 
Seeing and Thinking. ; 
The Scientific Basis of Morals, and 
other Essave. 
Conditions of Mental Development, and 
other Essays. 
The Unseen Universe, and the Philoso- 
phy of the Pare Sciences. 


Cosmic Emotion: Also the Teachings 
of Science. 
5 books in 1 vol. 8 . . . 12 


SELECT WORKS OF EDW. OLODD, F. R. A. S. 


The Childhood of Religion. 
The Birth and Growth of Myth. 
Yhe Childhood of the World. 
8 books in 1 vol. e. s č e œ 
SELECT WORKS OF TH. RIBOT, 
Translated from the French oy J. Fitzgerald, M.A. 


The Diseases of Memory. 
The Diseases of the Will. 
The Diseases of Personality. 
8 books in 1 vol. . "T 
THE MILKY WAY. 
The Wonders of the Heavens. 32 ius. 
By Camille Fiammarion. 
The Romance of Astronomy. By R. 
Kalley Miller, M. A. 
The Sun; its Constitution, its Phenomena, 
its Condition. By Nathan T. Carr, LL.D. 
8 books in 1 vol. * . . . 
POLITICAL SCIENCE. 


Physics and Politics. An application 
of the principles of Natural Science to 
Political Society. By Walter Bagehot, 
author of * The Eng. Constitution," and 


History of the Science of Politics. By 

Frederick Pollock. 2 books in 1 vol. 
THE LAND QUESTION. 

The History of Landholding in Eng- 
land. By Joseph Fisher, F.R.H.8.;and 

Historical Sketch of the vistribution 
of Land in England, By William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 2 books in 1 vol. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Mystery of Matter, and The Philos- 
ophy of Ignorance ; and zT 

The Essential Nature of Religion. By 
J. Allausan Picton. 2 hooks in 1 vol. 

Science and Crime; and 

Science and Poetry, with other Essays. 


By Andrew Wilson, F. B. S. E. 
2 books in 1 vol. n (0. wt 


(Continued in next oo. 


1.00 


1.00 


1.00 
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. 1.00. 


HUMBOLDT LIBRARY (Continued). 
Current Disenssions in Science; and 
Scientific Aspect of Some Familiar 

Things. By W. M. Williams, F. C. S. 
8 books inl1vol . i rs E 
The Black Death. An Account of the 
Great Pestilence of the 14th Oentury; and 
The Dancing Mania of the Middle ages. 
By J. F. C. Hecker. M. D. 2 books in 1 vol. 
The Naturalist on the River Amazon. 
A Record of Adventurer, Habits of 
Animals, Sketches of Brazilian and Indian 
Life apd Aspects of Nature Under the 
Equator, during Eleven Years of Travel, 
by Henry Walter Bates. F. L. S., Assis. Bec. 
to the Reyal Geographical Society of 
England. 3 * 
The Rise and Early Constitution of Uni- 
versities, with a Survey of Medieval 
Education. By 8. 8. Laurie L. L.D. 
Professor of the Institutes and History 7 
Education in the University of Edinburgh. 
The Religions of the Ancient World, 
including Egypt Assyria and Babylonia, 
Persia, India, Phoonicia, Etruria, Greece, 
Rome. By George Rawlinson, M.A., 
Camden Professor of Ancient History, 
Oxford, and Canon of Canterbury, au- 
thor of “The Origin of Nations,” The 
Five Great Monarchies,” eto. e o 
Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthro- 
pology and the History of Religion. By 
Fritz Schultze. Translated from the 
German by J. Fitzgerald, M A. 9. 
Money andthe Mechanism of Exchange. 
By W. Bianiey Jevons, M.A., F. R. B., Pro- 
tessor of Logic and Political Economy in 
the Owens College. MarchesBter. .  -. 
On the Study of Words. By Richar 
Bui Trench, D. D., Archbishop of 
Ublin. e " » . 2 . . . 
The Bawn of History: An Introduction 
to Pre: Historie Study. Edited by C. 
F. Keary, M.A. of the British Museum. 
Geological Sketches at Home and 
Abroad. By Archibald Geikie, LL.D., 
F R. S, Director-General of the Geological 
surveys of Great Britain and Ireland. . 
Illusions: A Psychological Study. By 
James Sully, Author of “Sensation and 
lntnition,"* Pessimism,” otc. | .  . > 
The Pleasures of Life. (Parts I. and II.) 
By Sir John Lubbock, B«rt.. 2partein 1. 
English Past and Present. (Varts I. 
and IL) By Richard Onenevix Trench. 
2 parta in 1. Complete. e e e os 
The Story of Creation. A Plain Account 
of Evolution. By Edward Olodd, F. R. A.B. 
Over 8) Illus. e . © «© © «© 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
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on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines. 


AGENT 8 make [00 PER CERT and win $74.8 CASH Prizes 
ample free. Territory. Dr. Bridgman, 375 B'way, N. Y. 


Ingorsolls Works. 


ity," and “ Heretics and Heresies.” 


Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.“ 


cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts} 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Doto Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. ie 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
8. Black, and Prof. 


I soll, Judge Jeremia 
Georgo F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pases, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing a8 much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Francisca 5 cents; 50 


N. 
cents per dozen; W copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
ons of these shoul 


be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo: Paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll's Lectures Complete. 

und in one volume, To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll's works: the publisher, has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho, 
. doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is gold at the exceedingly low 

price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll “The Vision 
oF War,” the “Grant Banquet Toast,” that 
they hav been printed on heavy toned paper, 
18x22, illuminated border, and in large, clear 
type: Suitable for framing, and the three 
be forwarded to any address, for 25 ots, or 
either one for 15 cts. 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 
book isa gem. Itis a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ** Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 
heretofore printed in Various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, argumenta, leot- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ao simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
rice, in silk cloth, beveled edges, g t back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mott: qq edges, elo- 
gant library style, 4.50; in ful Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, 7.50 n in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Life. A Prose Poem. Printed in 
eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
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DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


‘Kennedy’ s Medical Discov- 
‘ery cures Horrid Old Sores, 
Deep Seated Ulcers of 40 
' years’ standing, Inward Tu 
mors, and every disease o1 
the skin, except Thunder 
Humor, and Cancer that has 
taken root. Prics, $1.50. 
Sold by every Druggist in 
the United States and Can- 
ada. 


The Modern Science Essayist 


Ten Oents Each. 
1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
'HOMPSON. 

2. OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and influence. By Rev. Joan W. ÜHADWIOK. 

3. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
now guns and worlds come into being. By 

Nr. GARRET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. LEWIS Q. JANES. 

5, EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WirLiAM Ports. 

6, EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. BOSSITER 
RAYMOND. 

7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: His uem antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. O 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND : Its satura and de- 
velopment. By Dr. Roper G. ECoLEs. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A. SkII- 
TON. 


10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. BARE 


EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. Lewis 
JANES. 


PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By NELSON O. 


PARSHAL: 
. EVOLUTION QN AS RELA D TO RELIGIOUS 
y JOUN W. OMADWIOE. 
14. 5 OF EVOLUTION. By STARB 
Hoyt NICHOLS. 
* THE EFFEOTS OF EVO UTION ON THE 
MING OIVILIZATIO Bx Mrxor 


8 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
lace, New York. 


28 Lafayette 


FORCE AND MATTER; 


Principles of mx Natural Order 
of the Universe, With a Sys- 
tem of Moratity Based 
Thereon. 

Bx Prorzss0n LUDWIG BUCHNER, M. D. 
O®NTENTS : 


The Fitness of Things in 
Nature (Teleology), 


M. 
13. 


Force and Matter, 
Immortality of Matter, 


Immortality of Fores, an, 

Infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Soon: onsciousness, 


orm eat of the Soul 
Immntability of Natural Innate Ideas, 
The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 
AWB. c mita Orae, 
The Heavens, 9 Roni os "Brutes, 
Periods of the Oreation Free 
of the Eavth, Moralit 15 
Original Generation, Concluding Observa- 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


“ The shame itself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 


— 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


-MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to his Life on Earth ani his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 
Creatten. 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp. 75 Cents. 


SF This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ioan publisher. Bh 


BIBLE—WHENCE AND WHAT? 
By R. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price, $1. 


Socialism and Uil tarianism, 


By Joux STUART Mi. 
` Price, $1. 


A Legacy to the Friends of Free Dis- 
cussion. 
By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 


Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral Pti- 
lanthropists, at Tammany Hall, New Yòrk. 


Price, $1. 
APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT. 


The Gospels, Epistles, etc., attributed to Jesus 


Christ and lis Apostles, and not included 
in the New Testament. 
$1. 


Price, - - . - 
ASTRO-THEOLOGICAL LECTURES. 
By Rev. Rop’t TAYLOR. 
$1.50. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 


A Thorough Examination and Refutation of the 
Claims of the Sabbatarians. 


Price, — - 


Price, 10 cents. 


RELIGION OF COMMON SENSE. 
By Pror. Liesrecat ULICH, of Germany. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 


A IIistorical and Critical Review. With Replies 
to an Objector. 
By Gzonaz W. Brown, M.D. 


Price, 15 cents. 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, 75 cents. 


AN EYE-OPENER. 
“ Citateur, Par Pigault." 
Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. 
By ZEPA. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; 


Antiquity axd Duration of the World 
By G. Toutmay. 
Price, - - M 
ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP 
OF THE ANCIENTS. 
By GILBERT VALE. 
20 cents. 


cloth, 75 cents. 


20 cents. 


Price, 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 


Price, 15 cents. 


BH AGAVAD-GIT A. 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna 
and Arjuna. 
Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. 
Price, $2. 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
. Revelation. 


By Louis. JACOLLIOT. 
Price, - - — 


$2. 
BIBLE IN THE BALANCE. 


A Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rev. J. G. FISH. 


Price, $1.50. 


BIBLE INOUTRER. 
148 Swiking Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences. 

dd A. JACOBSON, 
Price, - 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na- 
tions of Antiquity ; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 
“Cyclopedia of Reference.” 

Many Illustrations, 


price, $2.50. 


35 cents. 


8vo, 600pp., 
BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 


Historical Exposition of the Devil and his 
Fiery Domains. 


By Kersey GRAVES. 
Price, 35 cents. 


Tor all of the above neon 11 g 
THE TRUTH SEEKE 
28 Lat ayette Pl. 


„ Rework. 


Christ of Paul; or, the Enigmas o- 
Christianity. 
Frauds of the Churchmen of the Second Century 
Exposed. 
By GORE RRR. 
400pp., - - Price, 52. 


.. ͤ . ̃²⅛——pꝗ:ms QNEM NMEEUM 
MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 
A Compendium of Universal History. 

By Winwoop READE. 
Sixth edition, 544pp., - 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS. 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism. 


By H. R. STEVENS. ` 


ETHICS OF POSITIVISM. 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of the Present Century. 


By Giacomo BARZELLOTTI, 
Prof. of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, Florence. 
Price, $1.50.. 


OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 
A Confession. 
By DAvip FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 


12mo, 


$1.15. 


A19pp., $1.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 
Important Information for All, and“ Danish 
Cure." With Portrait. 


By Mur. W. SCHOTT. Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. BAnING-GOULD. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of the 
Bible.—(Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.60. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FROTHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 
And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 
446pp. - - - - 


The Contrast: Evangelicalism and 
Spiritualism Compared. 
. By Moses HULL. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 
AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality 
By JOSIE OPPENHEIM. Price, 75 cents. 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE, 
By Kersey GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Price, $1. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymns, and Recitations. 


For Organizing Societies; for Marriages, Fanor. 
als, Naming of Infante, Obituaries, 4 *. 
taphs, eto. Also 525 Liberal and 
Bpixitualistio Hymns for 
Booial and Various 
Public Occasions. 


18mo, 550pp. Price, 75 cents. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. Hogan, 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley: Philosopher and Reformer. 


By C. SOTHERAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett, 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts, 


Lithograph of Bennett Monument. 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCHARD. 
Paper, - 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 


WITH 
Theolegical Amendment and State Personality . 
By Jos. E. PECK. 
Priee, . . . . 25 cents. 
For all of the 112 1 books f iM Oo 
18 Lafayette Fl., Newkörx. 


40 cenis, 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARI 


- No. BOOKS ISSUED, Price. 
1, The Truth Beeker Annual and Freethink- 


Ore’ Almanac ; e .25 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
dener . . DOM . 50 
8. Age of Reason. Thomas Paine..... 25 
4 Answers to Christian Questions. 
Bennett........ METER . 25 
5. Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck 20 
6. Victor Hago’s Oration on Voltaire 10 
7. Ingersoll’s Address on Shakepere......... 25 


OTAER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 
Yearly subsoribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
zirls and a younger brother who were left parent» 
ess, with little money, fair education, and much 

courage, to.make their way through the world by 
poing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
he narrativ is,in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
goll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CANCER and Tumors CURED: no knife. 
book free. Drs.GRATIGNY & NORRIS 
No. 163 Elm street, Cincinnati, O 
"P k 
Charles Watts's Works. 


The Teachings of Secuiarism Com 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs ot mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
"Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by Gaorge Jacob Holyoake and 

Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 

Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 

Reply to Father Lamboert's 

«Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 

Post free.. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 16 

. Gente. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. . 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv, 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. i 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which isthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. : 

Evolution and Special Creation. 

. 10 cents. : 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel ef. 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Beli fand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. i 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo. 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 82 pages in cover 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the R-v. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 

. 8. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Obristianity. 3. Freethought and 

en of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Fagts and Opinions, 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. Christianity and Blavery. 16 pages. Price, 
5 cents. 

Address 


A 


22 pages in 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


by an old reliable firm ; large profits, 
MTS ATE ede V: 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, f 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


* 
i 
25 

d: 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. | 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 


New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN OENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place: New York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historioal and Oritioal Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


CoxTENTS: What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man’s Fall, and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man’s Position, 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agenoy, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo. 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Oharterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of Bo 
ciety to Oriminals. Duty of Self.Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—{New York Tribune. 

The appeal ig always made to a man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his ġel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. f 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 

e romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—IBoston Traveler. 
12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 
Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
ohurches and. Young Men's 
Ohristian Associa- 
tion. 
By Riou. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 


Price $1. Address Tum TRUTH SEEKER. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


All in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
- 12m9, 883pp., $1.25. 


or Boys and Girls. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
ion 
thinkers’ Children's Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers ; 4t0, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


Bx JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “ The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., etc. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits,—[The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


i 
CHAMPIONS 


8vo, 1,119pp. 


for Children and Youth. The Only Free- | 


THE 
OF THE CHURCH 
THEIR ` 


Crimes and Persecutions. 

Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 
tian Church. ‘The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. Think 


Of & minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 
pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under. 
take a orusade of one against the Colorado 


beetle!” Price, 10 cents. - 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 
. Price: 5 cents. i 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane} Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales ine, ‘ounded on the destruction of 
- the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. O. MIDDLETON. 


Price, x " . " 10 cents. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
l USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. LIBERAL Hymn-Boox contains songe 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It ie highly recommended by Mesers. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Blenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
% cents. Address THE TRUTH BERKER Oc. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
.  BOBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth. 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
dale at this office. Price, 50 cents. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 


IS A GREAT SUCCESS: 


The Crowning Achievement of Mechanical 
Genius, Taste, Energy, and Ingenuity, 
Combined with 41 years of Practi- 
cal Experience (84 years in 
Rochelle) at the Jeweler's 

: Bench 


Unequaled in quality and price. T 
patent regulator, Brequet hair-spring (non- 
catchable), beautiful double sunk paneled dial, 
finely adjusted to heat, cold, and position, stem 
wind and sat, new model. In silverine cases, $19; 
3 ounce coin si ver, $22.50; 4 oz. aust proof. $25, 
no better sold elsewhere for $35. In best 14kt 
filled god cases, guaranteed 20 years, open face, 
$27 to $30; hunting, $82 to 5.5; in 14kt, solid 
gold, $50 to $90 All elegantly engraved or plain. 
Sent prepaid, and cash refunded if not satisfac- 
tory. Watches cleaned, $1; springs, $1; andre. 
turned free. Best work in the world. Send for 
testimonials, price lists of ladies’ and cheaper 
watches, diamonds, silver ware, cards in colors 
and gold of my Freethought badea, tracts, eto., 
free. OTTO WETTSTEIN 

Boos ELLE, 


In. 
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Send 10 cents for 
this valuable book for 
oung and middle- 
‘ged men, suffering 
4 com a Life-wasting 
Dissase, as the result 
of youthful follies, 
indiscretion, and ex- 
cesses in maturer 
years. It sets forth 
an External Applica- 
tion—a POSITIVE OURE, as it matters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and shonid be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress Dr. Robt. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., and 
say where you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. 

Dr. Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

itarian, and à generous patron of the Freethought 

press. He has many testimonials to the value of 

his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.— Freethought, 


Has 16 jewels: | H 


Liberal Mestings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 


who may be vistting the places where these socie. 


ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
han their gatherings advertised here free by for. 
warding the necessary information. 

The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clook, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
St., Newark, N. J. Leotures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. every Sunday 
evening at 7:30. Lectures, debates, and discus. 
sions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 
ident, HENRY BIRD: Secretary, CORA BELLS 


Brooklyn ane Associa. 
tion 


Assembles 


o 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 8 P.M., over 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat- 
form free. Obarles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway; Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ax d 
Wood Bts., at 2:80 and 7:80 P. M. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Ablespeskersinterest the audience. N.B.—Trutl 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson hand at cheap rates 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Bundays, at? 
P.M., at the town, hall, All friend& of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGRTON, Bec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH BEEKER and Investt. 
gator are solicited. R. G. Suita, Cor. Bec. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., af 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome, 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday eveni at 21e 
Grand avo., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture. followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


Des Moines Secular Unten 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, B.E. corner 7th and Locust Streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
abroad heartily welcome. 

. FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
. Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7.80 p.m. in Macdon- 
ald’s Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. Leot- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK MORSE, Oor. Seo. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union ; 
Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 
and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr's 
all. Everybody invited. Mns. R. M. BERBA, 
Pres.: J. H. MO WILLIAMS, Reo. Seo. 


The Walla Walla Lib ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 P. M. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS; Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Bec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash. meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all, Our motto, 
* Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. BIOE, Pres. ; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHARLES SHEA, Seo. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


Meets every Punday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock; a.m. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. CoL. A. HARRIS, Pres. 
Isaac B. LEE, Beo. . 


San Antonio (Texas) Libcral Asso- 
ciation 

meets every Friday evening at Liberal Hall, 227 

East Houston street. Free reading room and rir- 

culating library open every day and eveni ig. 

Strangers cordially invited. A. OBAPMAN: Sec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. j 
With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 
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diews of the Werk. 


Tux pope has approved the exhibition at 
Treves of the coat which the church affirms 
to be the one worn by Christ at the cross, for 
which the soldiers drew lots. The pope has 
also guaranteed forgivness of sins to pil. 
grims thither. Three steamers with pilgrims 
from America hav arrived. 


Tux United States 
attorney-general has in- 
structed all district attor- 
neys to prosecute trusts. 


Koos has resigned all 
public offices, perhaps 
because of disappoint- 
ment at failure of his 
“ tuberculin.” 


Tuer Italian consul at 
New Orleans has been 
ordered home to furnish 
an exact account of 
events since Hennessey’s 
murder. 


ANDREW CARNT IE has 
iven great cffense in 
gland and Scotland 
by unfavorable compari- 
sons of British with 
American institutions. 


RoreNTIBTS are consid- 
ering extermination of 
. caterpillars, chirch bugs, 
and cut-worme byspread- 
ing among them bacte- 
rial and other contagious 
diseases. 


Tax Russian synod has 
decided that Jewish ad. 
vocates who become 
Christianized shall not be 
allowed to practice their 
profession until three 
years after baptism. 


Mzxioo has departed 
from democratic canons 
in its new jury law, 
which requires property 
and educational qualifi- 
cations. Its aim is to se- 
cure better intelligence. 


pent that Moses had made: for unto those day 
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Gens of Thought 


TRR great. opponent to progress is con- 
servatism; in other words, the great adver- 
sary of invention is imitation.— Poe. 


WEN science is led by the hand of power, 
it will produce great and happy effects upon, 
19 75 l-being of society. Napoleon Bona- 

rie. 


We know now that 
the Bible cannot be used 
as the foundation of 


fae be 


THE LAST OF MOSES'S SNAKE. 


tan.—2 Kings xviii, 4. 


Tse congregation of 
the Presbyterian church 
at Greenville, Pa., fell into a panic last Sun- 
day when the steeple was struck during 
service, but afterward joined in thanksgiving 
for their escape. ; 


Tax Farmers’ Alliance and allied organi- 
_ zations will convene at Topeka August 20th 
to arrange ccóperativ control of produce and 
exchange of supplies. 


Tur New York News, having been indicted 
for reporting details of the late execution, 
will make a fight with its co-dailies against 
the law infringing liberty of the press. 


Tax conference of English Catholics gave 
much testimony corroborativ of the decla- 
. ration of the Holy See that marriages be- 
tween Catholics snd Protestants are execra- 
ble and detestable, 


Two Berlin physicians are found to hav 
experimented on hospital patients with can- 
cer germs. They plead that animals would 


hav been unfit, and that the patients experi-. 


mented on were incurab'es. 


Iw retaliation of Commissioner Morgan’s 
attempt to oust Catholic Indian schools, the 
leading Catholic organ in America says that 
no Catholic vote should be placed for an 
administration and a party which put Morgan 

in office." 


Taokas Nurrixd, a widely known and 
respected insurance brokerof New York, has 
been crazed by eligious excitement at the 
Market Street Mision, and on the 25th ult. 
was taken to an asylum, shouting as he was 
carried off, Tell my wife I'm not crazy. 
God will save Morristown !“ 


Tuer latest Catholic vilification of Mazzini 
for stripping the pope and uniting Italy, is 
the declaration of the Catholic polemicist 
Mooney that Mazzini was one of the most 
consummate liars that has ever darkened 
the shadow of the earth," and that when his 
true life is written we shall be astounded ** at 
the villainy that can be concentrated in a hu- 
man soul.” s f 


TRE American consul at Morocco has 
issued a proclamation beginning, Citizens 
of the United States: Those under the juris- 
diction of this consulate are hereby informed 
that the Moorish government has officially 
notified me that, all sorts of gaming being 
against their religion, it is strictly forbidden.” 
He adds that the regulation will be enforced, 
imprisonment one to five years being the 
penalty. 


Ar Vaudreuil, a summer resort near Mon- 
treal, the other Sunday two hundred aristo- 
‘cratic men and women had a rough-and- 
tumb e fight in a hotel parlor, the room being 
wrecked and the fioor strewn with tatters of 
costly gowns. The factions were Catholic 
and Protestant, and the difficulty was the de- 
sire of the former to hav a dacce Sunday 
night and of the latter to hav preaching. 


Calendar for 1891, ` -TH-T - 


1890, - . - -. z 


Story of the Year Abroad, - ~ 


Some Alaskan Myths. Ida C. Crad- 
dock, Corresponding Secretary of 
the American Secular Union, Illus- 
trated, - - — - 


Anent Spooks: Where are They? 
Thaddeus B. Wakeman, - 


Where the Roman Catholics Got- 
a Litany, - - 5 2 E 


He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brazen ser- 
s the children of Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it Nesush- 


reethinkens’ Almanar, 
ISOI. 


(E. M. 291.) 
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government. It is capa- 
ble of too many mean- 
ings. Nobody can find 
out exactly what it up- 
holds, what it permits, 
what it denounces, what 
it denies.—Ingersoll. 


In society, he is not 
the best member who 
can bring about the most 
good, but he that can 
accomplish it with the 
least admixture of con- 
comitant ill. For let no 
man presume to think 
that he can devise any 
plan of extensiv good, 
unalloyed and unadul- 
terated with evil.—(ol- 
ton. 


: Te the Bible does not 
teach it [the doctrin of 
hell], then God's word 
has misled his people for 
eighteen centuries; and 
the Holy Ghost has been 
** leading into all ” error, 
and it is not a safe guide, 
for the next generation 
may prove it spoke 
falsely to us about some- 
thing else.—Robert C. 
Adams. : 


Ir is a fact that has 
long been placed beyond 
&ll doubt, that morality 
and the church, nay 
morality and religion, 
are things perfectly inde- 
pendent of each other, 
and that the most effi- 
cient agencies of morality 
in the world are educa- 
tion, training, prosperity and freedom.— 
Buchner. 


In every large town all friends of humanity- 
should unite for the enforcement of Sunday 
freedom, and spare no pains to brand the 
Sabbath bigots as enemies of the human 
race.— Oswald. . 


Bravas to all impulses sending sane children 
to the next age! 

But damn that which spends itself with no 
thought of the stain, pains, dismay, 
feebleness, it is bequeathing. 

— Walt Whitman. 


Men of letters, who hav rendered the most 
service to the small number of thinking 
beings scattered over the earth, are isolated 
scholars, true sages shut up in their closets, 
who hav neither publicly disputed in the uni- 
versities, nor said things by halves in the 
academies; and such hav almost all been 
persecuted. Our miserable race is so created, 
that those who walk in the beaten path 
always throw stones at those who would 
show them a new one.— Voltaire. 


Iz a man of science were told that the 
results of his experiments, and the conclu- 
sions that he arrived at, should be of such a 
character that they would not upset the 
‘received popular notions on the subject, or 
disturb popular prejudice, or hurt the sensi- 
bilities of people who knew nothing about 
science; if a philosopher were told that he 
had a perfect right to speculate in the highest 
spheres of thought, provided that he arrived 
at the same conclusions as were held by those 
who had never thought in any sphere at all 


well, nowadays, the man of science and 


the philosopher would be considerably 
amused. Yet it was really a very few years 
since both philosophy and science were sub- 
jected to brutal popular control, to authority 
in fact—the authority of either the general 
ignorance of the community, or the terror 
and greed for power of an ecclesiastical 
or governmental class.— Oscar Wide. 


Tue spirit of intolerance was only sustained 
by the diffusion of countless libels against 
the misbeliever, and by systematic conceal- 
ment of his virtues. How sedulously theo- 
| logians at that time labored in this task, how 
unscrupulously they maligned and blackened 
| every leading opponent of their views, how 
eagerly they fanned the fiame of sectarian 
animosity, how uniformly they prohibited 
those whom they could infiuence from 
studying the writings or frequenting the so- 
l ciety of men of different opinions from their 
| own, is well known to all who are acquainted 
with ecclesiastical history. The first great 
blow to this policy was given by the rise of 
the commercial classes that followed the 
Crusades. Orthodox Catholics came into 
close and amicable connection both with 
Greeks and with Mohammedans, while 
their new pursuit made them, for the first 
time, look with favor upon the Jews.—-Lecky. 
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Gates and Clippings. 


„Can lying be justified?" asks the 
Courier-Journal. Justified? Why, down 
‘this way, if it ison the right side, it can be 
‘sanctified.— Waco Day. 


FasRrox is changing even the British Sun- 
day from a day to be observed with punctil- 
ious attendance at church and precise and 
formal dress into an occasion for lounging in 
boating and tennis flannels. 


Says Archbishop Fabre to Joliette College, 
Montreal, students: We should be happy 
to liv in a country where religion is so 
respected.” He adds: Don't go to Paris to 
terminate your studies; it is always dangerous 
to faith.” 


Tue exhibitions of the coat of Jesus hav 
always been attended by almost countless 
throngs, and an enormous influx of pilgrims 
to Treves is expected in August. The Rhine 
railways are preparing for the service. They 
expect to carry 40,000 passengers daily. 


ArTER all there is nothing novel in the 
rejection of a part of the Bible by the school 
of advanced thought. The Jews reject all 
but the Old Testament, and Infidels reject it 
-altogether.— Herald. And it is the Infidels 
that hav brought the school of advanced 
thought” to this rejection. 


THE oldest thing about Col. Robert G. In- 
gersoll, according to the Indianapolis re. 
porters, is his spectacles. In other respects 
his kindly, smooth-shaven face is as youth. 
ful as ever, and he retains the genial, hearty 
manner that made him a charming com. 
pauion before he became a famous orator.— 
World, 


Kine LzorPorp of Belgium has been in cor- 
respondence with the pope in regardto the 
introduction of the üniversal liability to ser- 
vice in Belgium. He asked the holy father 
to exercise his influence with Belgian Catho- 
lies toward impressing on them the necessity 
and advantages of this military regulation, 
and cited as a precedent for such action the 
support given to the Berlin government by 
the pope when the queation of the Septennate 
was before the Reichstag. 


ITX Jewish element in this city, says the 
Sun, does not appear to be interested in the 
‘mammoth petition? to the powers of 
Europe in favor of a conference to bring 
about the establishment of Palestine as a 
Jewish nation. The Turkish government,” 
says an intelligent Jew, must be broken in 
pieces and destroyed, before it will giv up its 
Asiatic possessions, and the European powers 
, know full well that this would involve them 
allin a tremendous war. We shall yet get 
possession of Palestine, but we must wait till 
the twentieth century for it, and a mammoth 
petition from America cannot be of any 
account.” 


Tue clergymen of at least one religious 
denomination enjoy long life in this wicked 
world, according to the statistics just pub- 
lished in the Congregationalist Year Book. 
The number of clergymen of the American 
Congregational church who died last year 
was-ninety-nine, and their average age was 
seventy- one years and four months, or more 
than twice the average age of the other people 
` who constitute the general community. In 
the ‘fifteen years from 1875 to 1890, the num- 
ber of Congregational clergymen who died in 
this country was one thousand two hundred 
and ‘sixty-one, and ‘their avelage age was 
one month more than sixty-eight years, which 
is still far beyond the average age of other 
people. 


_ Ir is rare that any one of the Chinese resi- 
dents of this city becomes a Christian. Great 
efforts hav been made to convert them. 
Many meetings hav been held for that pur- 
pose; societies hav been got up to instruct 
them in the gospel; missionaries hav 
. labored among them, and sermons hav been 
. preached to them in their own language. A 


few of them will sometimes be drawn to a 
meeting; they will listen to what is said, and 
make no objection to it; but they depart 
without giving any sign that even the slightest 
impression has been made upon their minds. 
They remain pagans after hearing about 
Christianity; they cling to the superstitions 
of their race; they do not giv up the ancient 
ceremonies. of their own religion, and they 
Btill worship Joss. 


Tus death rate from consumption has 
fallen thirty per cent in England in the last 
thirty years. Of course there has been no 
material change in the climate of the coun- 
try, and the quantity of smoke and noxious 
gases poured into the air has increased. A 
larger portion of the people of England liv in 
towns and cities now, and atmospheric condi- 
tions are less favorable to health, if anything. 
The great decrease in the death rate from 
consumption, therefore, shows how much 
drainage, public cleanliness, and other sani- 
tary. measures count for in abating the most 
deadly of all diseases. Proper household 
surroundings, good food and clothing, and 
temperate living hav much more power to 
ward off consumption than medicin or 
climate. 


Ir is tonic to read of Locomotiv Engineer 
Todd out in Iowa. An obstruction had been 
put on his track to wreck his train; his fire- 
man jumped and saved himself, but Todd 
stayed to shut off steam, set the air brakes, 
and open the sand valves. Then he went 
over with and under hisengin. They got him 
out and he came to asking if any of the pas. 
sengers were hurt. When they told him 
No, he smiled and remarked, ** This is a glo- 
rious Fourth we're having, isn’t it. I’m 
afraid I had too many fireworks." He died 
shortly afterward, adds the dispatch simply. 
Pursuing his immortal part in thought, it is 
agreeable to believe that it was not foreor- 
dained for the glory of God to everlasting 
hell- flre.— Sun. But if creeds are true the 
chances are heavy that his immortal part” 
was preordained to hell-fire. : 


Pror. Marx BALDWIN, of the department 
of psychology of the University of Toronto, 
writes : ** The man of the future will liv amid 
conditions of ‘enormous complexity. The 
accumulation of scientific details will tend 
to paralyze constructiv genius. There must 
exist, therefore, between men of detail and 
men of invention a sharper distinction. Men 
of detail will write summaries, indices, ency- 
clopedias, compile synopses, and make re- 
searches. Men of invention will be rarer, 
grander, more removed from ordinary com- 
prehension. Yet there can be no doubt that 
such men will arise, and nature will be 
mastered in a way of which we now can only 
dream. In the industrial world.a single man 
of genius may any day let in the light of 
which the Socialistic theories of to-day are 
only the faintest glimmerings. And so it is 
in every department of human interest and 
inquiry.” 


A SPEOIAL correspondent sent by the Lon- 
don Times to investigate the negro question 
thinks that if the problem is let alone, and 
the prevailing conditions and influences are 
allowed to continue indefinitly, a time will 
come when all compromises and shifts must 
break down, and when recourse must be had 
to the final arbitration of the sword, as in the 
case of slavery. To avoid this is the duty of 
the American people; but there is only one 
way of avoiding it, and that is by removing 
the negro from the country. Such removal, 
however, is clearly conditioned. In the first 
place, it must be voluntary. In the second 
place, it must be assisted. In the third place, 
it must involve no loss or injury to the emi- 
grants, but on the contrary must giv them 
assurance of greater prosperity elsewhere. 
The region naturally pointed out as the goal- 
of the migration, Mr. Clowes thinks, is the 
Congo Free States. But it is essential that 
there shall be no further experiments in 
negro self-government. The experiences of 
Liberia and Hayti hav settled that question. 


The negro must be governed in order to do 
the best for himself. Any other plan will 
result in simple anarchy. As to the expense 
of the exodus, it would hav to be borne—or 
at least the bulk of it—by the country; and 
it would cost a great deal. 


J. M. Guara, the greatest living author- 
ity on Spanish civilization and character, 
being asked what Spain can do for progress, 
writes of: ‘‘ Two scourges—greedy function- 
aries, covetous priests. Public instruction 
that is ridiculous, fossil academies. Neither 
savants nor philosophers; art debased, the 
language degenerated. A literature of imita- 
tion or of foreign print. Madrid devours 
without producing. Property, commerce, 
industry ruined by taxes; life swayed by 
passion; reason drowsy between ignorance 
and superstition. Spain does not know her 
history. The Inquisition, the expulsion of 
the Jews and of the Moors, the foundation of 
Loyola, the extermination of the Protestants, 
the conquest of America, the government of 
the colonies, the follies and crimes of two 
fatal dynasties, the laxity of morals, the 
stupid pride, the systematic isolation, princi- 
pal causes of her profound misery—that is 
what the national education should not for- 
get. Spain is cruelly expiating her misdeeds. 
May she renounce fanaticism, sloth, and 
parasitism; may she be impassioned for 
truth, liberty, right, in reparation for her 
faults and for time lost.” 

Nor a little excitement occurred last year 
on the reported discovery in Naples of some 
nuns immersed in 8 convent entirely walled 
up, 80 that no communication with the out- 
side world was possible. The Sepolie vive, 
or buried alive, as they were entitled, were 
said to be horribly destitute. At the vigor- 
ous instigation of the public authorities the 
pope commanded the nuns to leave their 
hermit-like prison and to repair to whatso- 
ever convent they preferred. This order was 
obeyed on the 80th of April at 6 in the morn- 
ing. The place was afterward described as 
consisting of two stories and a corridor on 
which there were seven cells. The nuns 
used to remain in these cells for the whole 
day, every day in the week, in silent prayer. 
They held no communication with anyone, 
save in urgent cases, when they were allowed 
to ring a bell, when one of the sisters came 
from the adjoining convent, and communica- 
tion was held with her through a small win- 
dow. A mason who had to be admitted to 
execute s0me indispensable work, declared 
that the nuns never spoke to one another, 
and seemed to be buried in sadness. There 
were short written phrases on the walls of 
some of the cells, but the writing seemed to 
be centuries old. 

A PDrsraron from Green Cove Springs, 
Fla., to the Sun reads: This town is in the 
midst of one the most successful watermelon 
revivals ever known in the South. The un- 
usual fervor of the excitement is said to be 
the result of the exceptionally fine melon 
crop, which, in quality and quantity, sur- 
passes anything seen here in recent years. 
As a consequence household operations are 
at a complete standatill, and business of 
every kind is seriously interfered with. The 
white residents are so seriously affected by 
the melon revival, in consequence of the im- 
possibility of getting any service done by 


the colored sisters, that some of them do not 


hesitate to speak impatiently of the whole 
business and to declare that those who get 
the moat religion also collar the most melons 
from the white man’s patch; and now and 
then a sister who has seen many melon 
revivals and is thus. prepared to take a con- 
servatiy view of the situation, replies: 
* Well, I'speets. that's so.’ All of the white 
residents are looking forward somewhat im- 
patiently- to the closing of the melon season 
and the synchronous completion of the 
religious work; not because they mind the 
loss of a few melons, but because they 
greatly need the services of those who at all 
times, barring this period of annual occur- 
rences, are faithful and valued servants.” 


* NIOARAGUA,! writes a traveler, is an 
intensely religious country. At Greytown I 
missed the closing scenes of the Passion play, 
enacted in the bare plaza and the sacred 
precincts of Jerusalem.“ The triumphal 
entry under palm branches, the last supper, 
the trial before Pilate, the mocking, scourg- 
ing, and crucifixion between thieves, and the 
resurrection meeting with the holy women 
are reproduced there with startling realism. 
In the western towns religious processions 
take the place of this crude Passion play. A 
large image is strapped upon a mule on Palm 
Sunday and escorted by priests, soldiers, and 
bands of music through the streets. On 
Thursday and Friday there are processions 
with as many as twenty or thirty images 
dressed in purple and black. Hundreds of 
men and women join in the parade behind 
the hearse, and carry lighted candles which 
hav been blessed for the occasion and are 
supposed to possess peculiar sanctity. The 
bands play dirges, the garrison marches to 
drum-beats, and the torch-bearers enter the 
altar. Business is suspended during these 
solemn days, and the running of railway 
trains is prohibited by the government.” 


Tun case of the English girl, Katie Green, 
on the Persian frontier, has raised a storm. 
It would hav been by no means for the first 
time if the religious aspect of the story had 
to be only solved by a widespread appeal to 
arms. Here was a girl born in an Eastern 
country, of half Occidental parentage, who, 
her father being dead, was brought up by an 
Armenian mother amid wholly un-English 
surroundings. A Koordish lover wooes her 
according to the traditions of his race, and 
carries her off. From first to last it was 
never alleged that the maiden was an un- 
willing captiv. Then the religious question 
was raised and all the English-speaking 
Christians, attracted by the girl’s English 
name, became excited and alarmed, and, 
finally, after standing a siege by two hostil 
armies, the Koordish lover was forced to re- 
tire discomfited without his bride. The 
thought that this girl might marry a Moslem, 
thus embracing Islam in the fullest sense of 
the word, was so abhorrent to the ministers 
of Christianity that they were prepared to 
resist or avenge the sacrilege with the sword, 
and in defense of the privileges of the 
church shed any quantity of blood. Yet 
this is in a country overrun by bands of 
‘English and American missionaries, ‘who 
strive by every means in their power, and 
deem all means legitimate, to wean Moslem 
youth from the faith of their fathers. 

Tere is no directory in the city of Bt. 
Petersburg. The government, for obvious 
reasons, cannot allow such a work to be pub- 
lished. In the first place, the publisher, a 
private businesg man, would hav to put him- 
self into communication with the entire popu- 
lation of the city gathering their names and 
addresses. If he or his agents should hav 
any ‘‘ nonconforming”  (raskoinik) views, 
they might hav.a chance to advocate them. 
The government cannot allow that. Besides, 
it is a matter of concern to the police to know 
who calls on whom. Suspicious persons are 
noticed by and known to the police, who 
also desire to know the persons who hav 
any dealings with them. Instead of a city 
directory, which might be kept open at every 
drugstore or office of any importance, there 
is in Bt. Petersburg one central address- 
bureau. The clerks of that establishment are 
Tchinooniks, city officials, bound to work 
hand in hand with the police. If you desire 
to find out the address of any inhabitant you 
must go to the bureau for it, handthe name 
of the man you inquire for in your own hand- 
writing to any of the clerks, and you will get 
his address on a slip of paper. if the person 
you seek is an object of suspicion to the 
police you may depend on it that your busi- 
ness With him will be diligently inquired into. 
Since January women clerks hav been placed 
in the address-bureau, and the men whose 
places they take are transferred to other ay 
offices. Hun. 


498 


553 


xo: The Church and Learning. 
The following is a selection from the remarks of 


Rev. S. Van Scoy, of the Methodist educational. 


convention that met in Portland, Ore., June 10th and 
11th, and was reported in the Oregonian : 

Every mm in his earlier years has his period of religious 
doubt. at period is usually when one is from fifteen to 
twenty years of age. It is the great problem of the educa- 
tion of this period to see to it that the minds of our youth 
finally at the close of ‘this period find a true anchorage. 
Better the young man should hav no college education than 
in attaining it should be wrecked on the sands of skepticism. 
. Another reason why the church should look after this work 

js that all that is possible to be done with a young life, in a 
university career, is afforded by the church. If a young per- 
son passes through college without becoming a Christian, he 
is almost beyond religious influence and control. The col- 
lege should hav spiritual power to anchor every student to 
truth and to Christ. l 

By this quotation anyone ean see that the argu- 
ments of the creed-expounders are not potent enough 
to sway the mature and educated mind. A religion 
whose advocates must seek out the minors, the chil- 
dren, with whom to make contracts, is suggestiv of 
humbug if not more. In the twelfth century Abe- 
lard declared that understanding should precede 
belief ; and Christianity, as she persecuted Abelard, 
has ever since persecuted his formula of Rationalism. 

Unblushingly is the statement’ made that many 
universities allow no skeptics on their boards; and 
it might hav been added, no Rationalistic periodicals 
in their reading-rooms. 

. Methodist college seniors can.be found who never 
heard of Herbert Spencer and are ignorant of the 
writings of Huxley, Tyndall, Darwin, and Haeckel. 

Skeptieally inclined students are often warned that 
such views, regardless of scholarship, will prevent 


them from obtaining positions after graduation, and | 


consequently many array themselvs on the side of 
religion. " 

"The remark of one of the delegates to the effect 
that university administration should see that skepti- 
cism and Rationalism are forever shut out substanti- 
ates my statement that to a great extent the under- 
graduate is tempted with a bribe snd threatened 

with a boycott to profess Christianity and abjure 
Rationalism. 5, 

Why do the clergy single out Rationalism even if 
its philosophy is absurd? The bigotry that would 
hear no plea, but shut it out, must be narrow indeed. 
Do the clergy fear to hav the student gain a knowl- 
edge of Buddhism, Brahmanism, Mohammedanism, 
or the teachings of Zoroaster or Confucius, lest he 
chain his faith to one of these? Where is the 
shutting out to end that begins with. shutting out 

‘Rationalism? Writings of eminent theologians like 
Paulus and Strauss will hav to be kept out of the 
student’s reach, and after all that Obristianity has 
declared skeptical is shut out the students would 
‘ba forced to establish an inquisition in every uni- 
versity to enforce disciplin. ; 

Any clergyman who feels competent; to cope with 
ihe philosophy of Rationalism would not wish to lose 
‘the glory of a victory over it. He would bid its ex- 
ponents enter that he might vanquish them with his 
arguments. But the clergy, conscious of the infirm- 
ity.of their creeds, ate afraid even to undertake the 
task of converting the Rationalist. — : . 

When Rev. T. B. Ohirrington quotes history, we 
do not wonder that he might prefer to shut out 
those acqusinted with the history of the time of 
which he speaks. These are his words: 

The apostles had scarcely started on their mission when 
schools became a necessity to the church. 

‘The learning of the pagan Greeks for fifteen hun- 
dred years after apostolic times found no parallel in 

Christian Europe. Pa i 
The Ohristisn emperor, Theodosius the Great, 
about the close of the fourth century, destroyed a 
large part of the Alexandrian library. Soon after 
this Hypatia, the last Alexandrian mathematician. 
was murdered by a Christian mob. In the year 529 
A.D. the Ohristian emperor, Justinian, drove out the 
pagan scholars from Athens, and declared that pagan 
learning should no longer be taught. 
In the schools of Christian Constantine, murderer 
‘of his family and founder of the Sabbath, (also in the 
schools of Charlemagne) it was deemed high schol- 
arship to be able to calculate the feast-days of the 
church. f 

Prof. W. W. R. Ball, 
maties, page 103, says: 
The fate of Hypatia may serve to remind us that the 
Christians as soon as they became the dominant party in.the 

. state showed themselvs bitterly hostil to all forms of learn- 


ing. . .. The final establishment of Christianity in the 
East marks the end of the Greek scientific schools, though 


in his “History of Mathe- 


they nominally continued to exist for two hundred years}. £ : ; 
compass and the discovery of America, not en- 


more. 

The same work, page 109, also“ Chambers Eney- 
clopedia,” speaks of the partial destruction of the 
library by the Obristians. : 

: Hallam, “The Middle Ages," says: 


The fourth council of Carthage, in 398, prohibited the 
reading of secular books by bishops. Jerome plainly con- 


 demns the study of them except for pious ends. 
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„ All physical 
science especially was held. in avowed contempt as inconsis- 


tent with revealed truths. Nor do there appear to hav been 
| any canons made in favor of learning or any restriction on 


the ordination of persons absolutely illiterate | [during the 


third, fourth, and fifth centuries l: 

Again, says Hallam: PONE : 

Schools, confined tó cathedrals and monasteries, and exclu- 
sivly designed for the purposes of religion, afforded no 
encouragement or opportunities to the laity. . . . For 
many centuries, to sum up the account of ignorance in a 
word, it was rare for a layman of whatsoever rank to know 
how to sign his name. . . . 
was to find anyone who had a tincture of learning. Even 
admitting every indistinct commendation of & monkish biog- 
rapher, with whom & knowledge of. church music would 
pass as literature, we could make out a very short list of 
scholars; none certainly were more distinguished as such 
than Charlemeign and Alfred. Ca: 


It seems to the writer that Hallam in this connec- 
tion should hav mentioned Alcuin, whose merits as 
an educator in the schools of Charlemagne were due 


more to his sequaintance with the works of Boethius, 


of the fifth and sixth century, than to his Christianity. 
Boethius, the last distinguished scholar of the Roman 
empire, studied the science and literature of the 
Greeks. Alfred the Great studied the works of Boe- 
thius. And through Boethius were banded down to 
future generations the geometry of Euclid and the 
philosophy of Aristotle.: Boethius was more of a 
Roman than a Christian. He stood as a connecting 
link to bridge the dark gulf of Christianity; on one 


side of him the wealth of Greek learning, on the. 


other the dawn of Rationalism. 

The tenth century was the midnight of tbe Dark 
Ages. Obristianity expected the end of the world in 
the year 1000. The date was passed; the prophets 
were in error. ae ge 

We read on, and Hallam tells us that Obarle- 
meign, unless we reject a very plain- testimony, was 
inespable of writing, and Alfred found difficulty in 
making a translation from the pastoral instructions 


of St. Gregory on account of an imperfect knowledge 


of Latin." 


St. Gregory, who lived in the third century, re- 
ceived a pagan education and afterward became a 
Obristian. Speaking generally of the Dark Ages, 
Hallam says: E us 

A cloud of ignorance overspread the whole face of the 
church, hardly broken by a few glimmering lights who owe 
much of their distinction to the surrounding darkness. 

. In almost every council the ignorance of the clergy 
forms a subject for reproach. It was asserted bv one held 
in 992 that scarcely a person could be found in Rome itself 
who knew the first elements of letters. Not one priest in a 
thousand in Spain about the age of Charlemeign could 
address a common letter of salutation to another. 

Small consolation ean be found in the statement of 
one of the Portland divines, that “cathedral. and 
monastery schools were, the germs of the great 
European universities.” | When the monasteries 
were filled with copies of the writings of pagan 
scholars, that men should liv in mental blindness, sur- 
rounded by these books, is proof enough of their in- 
difference, not to say hatred, toward literature and 


soience. 3 
That everyone was thug guilty of indifference we. 


do not pretend, but when men. began, after the 
year 1000, to direct their attention to letters, they 
ran the risk of being charged by the conservativ 
body of the church with heresy, sorcery, or magic, 
and this meant persecution or perhaps death. 

To Abelard more than any other man is due the 
honor of founding the first European university, 
namely that of Paris. ] 

He was persecuted for laying down the principle, 
that “nothing is to be believed that has not been 
first understood." The doctrins advocated by Abe- 


lard had a decided Rationalistic tendency and were |: 


declared heretical. Other men within the church 
began to grope for light; the Lord could furnish 
none, the scriptures thus far had allowed every gen- 
eration to plunge into deeper darkness, -. 

The neglected and proscribed writings of Aristotle 
were touched even as the forbidden fruit. Oopies of 
Euclid were exhumed, and thus Abelard, Lombard, 


Albertus Magnus, Roger Bacon, and Oskham risked 


their lives to resurrect learning, toward the found- 
ing of universities. As long as Ohristianity left the 
hated psgan manuscripts untouched she wallowed in 
her mire of ignorance and blood; she battered out 
the brains of pagan women wiser than her Jesus; 
but she had to do homage to pagan mathematies, 
arts, and sciences, or dwindle into blank barbarity. 
No professed Infidel could liv in the dark years 
when the universities were first established. Sei- 
ence was in fetters, but as pagan learning began 
to resurrect, the fetters loosened. 
University learning became of broader scope, and 
Infidels and inventors became. more plentiful, each 
suffering like persecutions. 
Paper manufacture snd the printing-press, the 


couraged, were condemned by the church ; all tended 
to stimulate literature and science. 
Reformation helped in the same direction, then let us 
hav more of this rebellion from ecclesiastical author- 
ity. But we are not yet done with paganism, in 
counting her scholarship the parent of ours. 


Still more extraordinary it: 


If Luther’s 


1891. 


.: Desenrtes blended Arab algebra with the geometry 


-of the Greek, and it was only a step for Newton to 
formulate the ealeulus and build from’ Euclidian 


blocks the Principia. "a 
- Mathematics revived, mechanics soon found her 
inventors, who, even by their labors on the Sabbath, 
to say nothing of the other week-days, hav given to 
mankind more than the clergy had taken from them. 
.. Though the boldest Rationalists to-day, if they 
chance to be poor men, are inconvenienced in a 
business way by friction with the religious ring, 
Ritionalism, in spite of the froth of a few bigots, 
permeates the press and even the university, and she 
will not be shut out from any places whatsoever. She 
may be often silent, but mankind are thinking now, 
and in the pulpit philosophy and politics. take 
precedence of prayer. 
When Rov. T. B. Ford says, “Let the churches 
furnish schools of higher education and control 
them,” he means not all he says, for be has no 
objection if.people outside the church furnish the 
money. There are plenty of sectarian colleges that 
were nursed freely by municipal money, while only a 
small per cent of the donations that hav built such 
schools has been furnished by the seot that claims 
all the honor of being the founder and guardian of 
them. ; i " 
Remarks like the following might excite a smile, 
but they carry little weight: “Piety and true science 
go band in hand everywhere. Science and the 
prayer-meeting go together" Oount the civil 
engineers, architects, chemists, lawyers, physicians, 
editors, and authors that always attend prayer- 
meeting and those who do not attend at all. Observe 
if there is not more profanity than prayer in the 
language of the best men of these professions? 
Were La Place, Humboldt, Darwin, Haeckel pious ? 


Piety asserts that there is an intelligent creativ 


and governing power, supernatural, called God. 
Science teaches that matter or force are increatable 
as well as indestructible. That limit to either as to 
existence is as inconceivable as limit to space. 

We can formulate all transformations of energy, 
finding mathematical relations existing always be- 
tween sucoessiv phenomena, therefore it is rational 


to conclude that the accounts of nature are self- 


balancing, ‘her mechanism automatic or self- 
governing. l a 

It was stated at the convention that no university 
dere avow itself Ir fidel. Let the very theology of 
to-day in our universities would hav been declared 
Infidel a century sgo. The very men whose names 
hav made their universities famous hav ever been 
departing from the conservativ ruts of theofogy. 

In German literature and theology no name since 
Lessing is more famous than that of Strauss, and 
for his Rationalism he was deposed from his profes- 
sorship at Sürbingen. 

Even Lessing tired of the study of theology at 
Leipsig in 1746, and turned his attention to the 
“sinful” drama, a rather poor compliment to theol- 
ogy from Germany's greatest prose writer. z 

Priestley’s discoveries in science, his Infidelity and 
persecution by Christians, are generally well known. 

Heidelburg offered Spinoza the liberty of teaching 
provided he would say nothing against the estab- 
lished religion, but Spinoza did not honor Heidel- 
burg with his services. AME 

To learn how those who were not Infidels tried to 
how! down every advance in the sciences of geology 
and philology one may read Professor White's “ War- 
fare of Science” in the Popular Science Monthly. 
It has been the searching eye of skepticiem that first 
has spied the germs- of science. Quite naturally a 
man best serves the world he loves best. 

In the words of Strauss, Christianity as such 
never rose above crusades snd persecutions of here- 
ties. It has never even attained to tolerance, which 
yet is merely the negativ side of universal. benevo- 
lence.” | n 

Darwin says: “Belief ineuleated during the 
early years of life, while the brain is impressible, 
appears to acquire almost the nature of an instinct, 
and the very essence of an instinet is that it is fol- 
lowed independently of resson.” 

Judging from these quotations, it is the rule of 
Christianity to ba intolerant. As stated by the 
speakers of the convention, the subject for conver- 
sion to Christianity must be teken young. Accord- 
ing to Darwin, beliefs early impressed partake of the 
nature of instinct, which being the case, we.do not 
wonder that George Grote, the historian and. Ration- 
alist, remarked : P . 

The clergy hav the strongest interest in the depravation of 
the human intellect. For the.demand for their services aa 
agents for the temporal aid of the deity altogether: depends 
upon human ignorance and incapacity, and is exactly pro- 
portional to it. 

. We may almost reduce the argument to this state- 
ment. Ignorance is the only soil in which the seeds 
of Christianity, or more broadly, superstition,. may 
be successfully planted. The clergy are to be-the 
planters ; the soil, the mind of ehildhood. — —.. 

College professors are not as pious as the clergy 
would make them appear. Generally they hav very 
little to say upon the subject of religion. The res. 


son is evident: they are forced to wear the ecclesi- 
astical bridle held by the hands that hold the salaries. 
Like inventors, scientific men are not usually 

financiers ; but the clergy, clever in the art of can- 

vassing for charity, particularly around the death- 

beds of the wealthy dying, hold the capital of 

universities more or less within their grasp. It is 
for the clergy to say what shall not be taught ; it is 

for the professors to teach all they dare to. 

Governments hav found the church an undesirable 

- associate by experience, and doubtless universities 
will learn the same lesson ultimately in the same 
way. | C. E. Boynton, B.S., M.D. 

Cathlamet, Wash. 

$ —— ib D 

Au Episcopalian on a Presbyterian Heretic. 

i Howard MoQueary in the Sun. 
Whatever Dr. Briggs himself is, it may easily be 
shown that his views are those of the Rationalist. 
His opponents are perfectly clear on this point, and 
it is his Rationalism that offends them. The spirit 
and method of their attacks upon him are abomi- 
nable, but they do not err in their apprehension of 
his opinions. Lat me examin those opinions in de- 
tail, as explained so fully by the doctor himself. 

First: „He is au enthusiastic advocate of the 
“higher criticism” of the scriptures, and this criti- 
eism is nothing if not Rationalistie. It treats the 
Bible just as it does the Vedas, the Avesta, or any 
other document. It inquires, Who wrote the bocks 
of the Bible, when were they written, are they true? 
In other words, reason sits in judgment on scripture, 
and accepts or rej sots its various parts according as 
they do or do not commend themselvs to this judge. 


Dr. Briggs not only adopts the methods of the 


higher criticism, but he accepts many of its most 
“advanced” conclusions. Thus, he says: “It ma 
be regarded as the certain result of the science of 
the higher criticism that Moses did not write the 
Pentateuch or Job; Ezra did not write Ohronieles, 
Ezra, or Nehemiah; Jeremiah did not write the 
Kings or Lamentations; David did not write the 
Psalter, but only a few of the Psalms; Solomon did 
not write the Song of Songs or Heclesiastes, and 
only a portion of the Proverbs; Isaiah did not write 
half of the book that bears his name. The great 
mass of the Oid Testament was written by authors 
whose names or connection with their writings are 
lost in oblivion.” These are the conclusions of many 
of the most pronounced Rationalists of Germany 


and England. They clearly show which way Dr. 


Briggs is facing; what his method of biblical 
study is. 

Secondly, Dr. Briggs vehemently rejects the 
theory of the verbal inspiration of the scriptures. 
He rightly brands it as a modern invention of dog. 
maticians. His position on this subject, however, is 
most unsatisfactory to all parties. He really seems 
to juggle with phrases. Everybody knows, of course, 
that thought may be expressed, and actually is ex- 
pressed, by various sorts of words and languages. 
“The words of scripture,” says Dr. Briggs, “ may be 
compared to vessels, symbols, shells, a wine glass, or 
a lantern.” Illustrations often mislead instead of 
illustrating, and so, I think, these expressions do not 
express sense. Try to imagin a thought incased in 
a word. Think of the word as a vessel, a wine glass, 
and the thought as something essentially distinct 
within the word, and you at once see the ambiguity 
of Dr. Briggs's idea on this subject. "Words simply 
are uttered thoughts, and, although the printed 
characters exhibiting to the eye these uttered 
thoughts may vary in form, yet they must exactly 
express the thoughts or they are erroneous and mis- 
leading. The words, therefore, are valued by the 
verbal inspirationists and by others simply and only 
‘because they express thoughts. What they claim is 
mot that Hebrew, Greek, and Latin words are the 
only words that could convey inspired thoughts, but 

That, as a matter of fact, they do convey such thoughts, 
and when it is shown that these words are contra- 
dicted by other words then they and their “ contents” 
(whatever that word may mean as used by Dr. 
Briggs) are contradicted, and therefore false. They 
are perfectly right in maintaining that the authority 
of scripture is sapped just as soon as it is admitted 
that its words may be erroneous but its sense true; 
for each one may then read into the words any sense 
or nonsense he chooses. I am perfectly aware that 
various theories of inspiration are held by even 
evangelical theologians, and therefore Dr. Briggs 
has as much right to formulate his own theory as any- 
body else. But it is also certain that if the inspira- 
tion of the scriptures is so variable and uncertain a 
quantity that all sorts of theories about it may be 
framed, it ceases to be of much practical value. The 

plain truth is, Dr. Briggs and his school, having 
adopted the methods of historical criticism and hold- 
ing that the divine spirit's influence has not been 
confined to the Bible writers, find themselvs: in the 
dilemma of trying to uphold the unique character of 
our sacred writings, when, in faci, they are of a piece 
with other religious documents. Instead, therefore, 

ol juggling with theories of inspiration they should 
gay simply: “The question is not primarily, are the 
seriptures inspired, but rather are they true? If 


a 
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they are true, then they are not authoritativ. If 
they are partly true and partly false, then the ques- 
tion is, What parts are true, what false?” This is 
the only tenable position for the Briggs school. 
Thirdly. Dr. Briggs says, truly, Biblical criticism 
finds errors in holy scriptures in great numbers. 
These errors are in the circumstantials, and not in 
the essentials.” The first is & statement of fact; 
the second is simply Dr. Briggs's opinion, and hence 
the two statements should be carefully distin- 
guished. According to one author not only is the 
sense of holy writ different, or at least distinct, from. 
its words, but there are errors in it which no one has 
ever been able to explain away. 
It is logically concluded that an authority contain- 
ing many errors is no divine authority. Imagina 
Roman Oatholic saying: The pope is the infallible 
authority in faith and morals, but the sense of his 
words must be distinguished from the words them- 
selvs, and although he has made many mistakes, he 
is yet an unquestionable authority!” Such sophistry 
would be greeted with sneers. Tren Dr. Briggs 
having admitted that there are numerous errors in 
the scriptures, must, of course, admit that each one 
is to decide for himself whether those errors affect 
the substance of revelation or only its cireumstantials. 
I am convinced that the Bible errs in essential 
matters. Its errors are so great as to place the 
erring ones on a level with uninspired writers, and 
hence its unique authority is gone. Dr. Briggs 
himeelf tells us that the predictions of the prophets 
hav many of them been “ reversed by history, and 
the great body of the messianic prediction has not 
only never been fulfilled, but cannot now be fulfilled, 
for the reason that its own time has passed forever.” 
Is not such prediction an important part of proph- 


y jecy? Are not such prophets placed by their mis- 


takes on u level with such dreamers as Savonarola 
was? And can it berationally maintained that such 
errors are unessential do not affect the truth of 
revelation? I think not. Dr. Briggs says truly that 
if Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Judah, David, Solomon, 
and other such biblical characters lived now “ we 
would not receive such men into. our families,” and 
“we might feel obliged to send them to prison, lest 
they should defile the community by their example.” 
Yet large sections of scripture are taken up with 
eulogies of these disreputable characters! Are they 
not important? Slavery, polygamy, and wars of ex- 
termination are sanctioned by the Bible, and surely 
those passages must be set aside aserroneous. The 
spirit of many of the Psalms, of the song of Deborah, 
and other parts of the scriptures is the spirit of 
anger and malice. Sí. Paul aud the other disciples 
expected the speedy return of Christ to earth after 
his death, and they were mistaken. The gospels 
contain many errors of incredible statement. In 
short, Dr. Briggs knows as well as anybody that the 


‘Bible is simply & record of the religious development 


of Israel and of the founding of the Christian church, 
and partakes of precisely the features characteristic 
of other such records, as the Vedas, the Avesta, eto. 
Why, then, attempt to set it up as the supreme rule 
of faith and practice ? . 

Fourthly: Dr. Briggs's view of miracles is Ration- 
slistic. He says, truly: “The biblical writers do 
not lay so much stress upon them as modern apolo- 
gists. Moses and Jesus both warn their disciples 
against miracles that would be wrought in the inter- 
est of false prophets and false messiahs.” There 
is no reason,” he continues, * why we should claim 
that they in any way violate the laws of nature or 
disturb its harmonies.” Does Dr. Briggs believe 
that the birth of s child from a virgin, or the resur- 
rection of a dead body would not in any way violate 
the laws of nature or disturb its harmonies? If he 
does, he knows nothing of the laws of nature as they 
appear to careful students of nature. But we can 
not believe that he is ignorant of such laws and we 
are quite sure that he is familiar with the process of 
manufacturing such legendary narratives as are 
found in the Bible. If our author's utterances on 
this subject mean anything they mean that he con- 


siders the accounts of miracles in the Bible un- 


worthy of credence except in those cases where the 
events related may be explained as purely natural 
(and therefore not miraculous) events. But the 
most conclusiv evidence of Dr. Briggs’s Rationalism 
is found in his utterances about the authority of 
the church, the Bible, and reason. “There are,” 
he says, “three seats of divine authority, the Bible, 
the church, and the reason.” From this it has been 
naturally inferred that he placed these three sources 
of authority on the same level, but he has disclaimed 
the inference, and he is entitled to the disclaimer. 
“When I take this position," he assures us, “I do 
not deny the Protestant position that holy scripture 
is supreme.” Upon this I remark: It seems wholly 
irrational to say that & book whose authorship is 
largely unknown, which contains numerous errors, 
should be a supreme authority. It is certainly non- 
sense to take this position when the reason is ever 
sitting in judgment upon the scriptures and rejecting 
all except those passages which commend themselvs 
to the reason as inspired and authoritativ. But let 
us grant, for the sake of argument, that this may be 
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done; yet Dr. Briggs's setting up reason as of divine 
authority at all makes him a Rationalist, or at least a 
heretical Presbyterian. If there is one fact that has 
been insisted upon by Presbyterianism from its very 
birth to the present time, it is that man is “ totally 
depraved in every part and faculty of soul and body.” 
The reason, therefore, according to Augustinianism 
and Calvinism, is utterly impotent and degraded. 
Imagin God present in & wholly depraved chamber 
of the soul! Think of a divine authority that is 
utterly corrupt, as the Confession of Faith says reason 
is!. Such an idea is self-coniradictory. After this 
exaltation of reason we ate not surprised to find Dr. 
Briggs rejecting the commonly accepted theories of 
Adam’s fall and man’s election. (Inaugural Address, 
pp. 50 and 55.) But he thereby severs himself from 
orthodox Presbyterianism. We entirely agree with 
Dr. Briggs. Why does not Dr. Briggs go to the 
logical extremity of his position? He knows as well 
as anybody that the Bible itself is simply an expres- 
sion of devout reason, and the church has been built 
up and sustained by weak, ordinary men. Of these 
three sources of divine authority the reason of the 
present generation of man is purer and more trust- 
worthy than the Bible or the ancient church, taken 
asa whole. It is refreshing to find a Presbyterian 
rejecting the degrading doctrin that man is totally 
depraved in his body and soul, and asserting the 
divine authority of reason. But we must insist that 
such an assertion robs the Bible of its supremacy in 
faith and morals. It may be of co-equal authority, 
with reason, at least those parts of it which are not 
erroneous may be, but it is no longer supreme. 

Now, I hav no desire to make Dr. Briggs out a 
heretic. That name should be applied to no one, 
but as he has repeatedly spoken on the subject we 
cannot but listen, and we are obliged to take his 
words as expressions of his thought, and from these 
words we are forced to draw certain conclusions. 
The important fact, however, is not that Dr. Briggs 
holds such opinions, but that he is sustained by 
large numbers in the Presbyterian church. It shows 
that Liberal and Rational thought has pierced the 
solid phalanx of the Oalvinists, and is spreading dis- 
union among them. All hail, success and triumph 
to Dr. Briggs and his supporters! It is the dawn 
of a new renaissance of faith and religion. 

Howard MacQuzary, 
—— — — 
Meanings. 


meara not understand the beautiful occult meaning of 
e e. 

Thee has not the faintest conception of its meaning. 

Iam not at all sure anyone has or can hav an 
understanding of the occult meaning or real meaning 
of much that the old Jew-book contains. 

We often fail to catch the true meaning of mush 
that is said or penned in our own day and age, and 
how then can we expect to grasp the occult or any 
other real meaning of what was penned s0 many 
ages ago? 

The whole Christian world has been busy for ages 
in putting meanings into Bible texts and Bible stories 
that probably the authors thereof had not “ the faint- 
est conception of.” zs 

Straightforward tales are twisted and turned into 
an occultism that would confound the authors who 
first penned them, even more than they will do her 
who pens these lines. : 

Will our friend W. please giv us the occult mean- 
ing of the command to sell one's coat and buy a 
sword, or that of Jesus where he orders that his 
enemies shall be brought before him and slain? 

It is a very easy matter to take some good moral 
maxim, or some nicely worded sentence, and weave 
around it the beauties of poetry, romance, and art; 
to make of it a household word; to keep on for 
generations adding more and still more to its 
beautiful surroundings, till the associations clustered 
around it make of it a lovely poem, calling up all 
that is sweet, holy, and sacred in memory. 

Surround the most filthy word or sentence you can 
conceive of with the beautiful thoughts and associ- 
ations of a lifetime ; hand it down generation after 
generation, and let each successiv one gracefully 
and earnestly thus endow it, and it will finally 
become worthy of being enshrined in a golden frame 
and hung on the sacred walls of home. 

Aone ELMINA. 
— . — 7 


A comparison of the different accounts of the 
resurrection of Jesus reveals discrepancies that no 
honest harmonizing can blend into consistency with 
the idea that God has told us the story. Nor would 
any English-speaking judge accept a fact upon such 
testimony in a court of law. Let each write out the 
stories in parallel columns, and decide for himself.— 
Robt: C. Adams. i 

— — A a 

Hr is the most subjected, the most enslaved, who 
is so in his understanding.—Locke. 
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F. L. Hastings, Keene, N. H., Secular Penny Fund... $ 10 
Mrs. E. Brundage, Berlin Heights, O., Secular Penny 
UNG! R SS 
B. W. Richmond, Elburn, Il 
P. H. Foster, Babylon, N. Y . 
Daniel G. Garnsey, Chicago, Secular Penny Fund. 
A. Chapin, Hyde Park, Ala., Secular Penny Fund.... 
Massillon, O., Liberals, through Mrs. Jacob Pitts 
J. M. Jones, Palmyra, N. Y. (new member) Secular . 
enny Fund. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . nnne non 
Chas. Borie, Frankford, Philadelphia (new member) 
L. Schlegel, University, Los Angeles, Cal. (payment 
of pledge for Guarantee Fund) 


5 00 
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Madison C. Kimball, 8. Addison, N. Y., Secular 


———ñͤäʒ.s —w..ẽLnß.eꝛL!-N 


Penny Fund..................... ene e * 100 
Mrs. C. H. Hinckly, Grand Rapids, Mich., Secular 
Penny Fund . . . 10 
Mrs. A. Stelzer, Byron, Mich., Secular Penny Fund... 10 
Donation from Hamburgh, Ia.; no name or address 
given; Secular Penny Fund. . . 2 00 
O. Child, Moline, Ill.............. . . . 4 00 


A. N. Hallowell, Philadelphia, Secular Penny Fund... 
Mrs. J. C. English, Elmdale, Mich., Secular Penny 
Fund................ e S 
M. Severance, Brattleboro, Vt., Secular Penny Fund. 
Through A. R. Crihfleld, of Lincoln, Ill.: George 
Musick, John E. Reed, Morris Reed, A. H. 
Miller, J. N: Condell, F. N. Cottle, J. B. 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard Arnot, one cent each; Mr. an 
Mrs. J. A. Gordon, four cents each; through 
Mr. Gordon, Pittsburgh, for Secular Penny 


i 


Fund . eee ee ee 10 
Mrs. H. M. Bateman, Clarks ville, Tex., Secular Penny 5 
U nBdd 3 0 
Mrs. A. M. Troth, Philadelphia (new member). ......... 1 00 
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A. L. Reynolds and family, Perris, Cal., Secular 
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H. B. Northrop, Spring Grove, Mich., Secular Penny 
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8. A. Lowell, Salisbury Point, Mass., Secular Penny 
und e E E 
Charles F. Mulford, Lemon, O., Secular Penny Fund.. 
James McDermott, New York, Secular Penny Fund.. 


A. F. MacLeod, M.D., Farmington, Wash. (new 
member) .............. Veo Te xai eoe ae at oe se —— 1 00 
A. Anderson, Soldiers’ Home, Cal. (new member)...... 1 79 
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The American Secular Union Penny Fund. 


Mr. Orihfield’s five-cent piece, sent us in response 
to our showing what might be done for state Secu- 
larization if every Liberal in the country contributed 
-a penny annually to the American Secular Union, 
has already evoked many similar contributions. 
Oae New England Liberal writes: 

I never, until reading your interesting communication in 
the Investigator, felt that I was able to contribute any- 
thing to the Secular Union fund, although I hav many 
times wished I was possessed of a competency, so that I 
could put your working capacity to the test; rest assured 
I would place at your disposal not less than $1,000 as my 
contribution. I had not supposed the small sum 
I could spare (being a poor man and in poor health) 
would be of any use; but after reading your article, I 
see it in a different light, and am glad to be able to send 
you the small sum of ten cents, and hope many others 
wil respond to that well-put appeal. f 

Another ten cent contribution from s Dana, Ill., 
member, ends with the cheery little postscript, “ Don’t 
get discouraged!” A Texas family of three sends 
five cents—the extra two “for some one who cannot 
send any.” A New York man sends a dollar, “being,” 
says he, “one cent for myself, and one cent each for 


ninety-nine Liberals that do not pay.” And from, 


Alabama comes a promis cf a yearly dime, with 
twenty cents inclosed, since, says the sender, “I do 
not know but what I may be owing you for last 
year’s dues.” A Michigan Spiritualist lady says, in 
regard to the Secular Penny: 

I hope that none of the readers of the paper will skip 
that article, but will read and think ‘ that means me, 
and not neglect to send their penny. I will gend a penny 


*. 
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for myself, one for husband, one for boy,and one for 
boy-angel in spirit-life. 

Dear, motherly woman-soul, which thus seeks to 
build & tender memorial of its deparied, in helpful 
work for the living ! 

From Madison C. Kimball, of South Addison, N. 
Y., comes a dollar for the Secular Penny Fund, 
and the following words: 


I hav just read with much interest your communication 
to the Progressiv Thinker, and I also hasten to aid you 
financially as far as my limited means will permit at 
present. There are five in our family, and I inclose you 
postal note of $1, or twenty cents per head. I do not do 
this to outdo Mr. Cribfleld at all, but because I hav the 
good of the cause at heart, and feel that the few will hav 
to bear the burden until the many can be interested, 
which I think will surely be the case eventually. I did 
not know the work you were doing, or your address, until 
lately in the Progressio Thinker (to which I am a recent 
subscriber), and I think it may be the same way with 
many others who would respond to your call for help 
‘were they aware of what you are doing. I will help what 
little I can from time to time, and will be pleased to hear 
through the Progressiv Thinker at your convenience how 
you progress. Next month I will send you an- 
other dollar for certificate of membership in your order; 
and I think Spiritualists and Materialists, above all other 
classes, should aid you all that is in their power. 

From Mr. Orihfield himself, whose five-cant piece 
(one cent for cach member of his family) was the in- 
spiration of the Sceular Penny movement, comes the 
following letter, with twenty cents inclosed: 

I hav been pleased to notice that I was the first to re. 
spond to your suggestion in regard to ER * penny 
fund" for the benefit of the American Secular Union. It 
occurred to me as & successful plan of raising mcney ina 
small way læ Peters pence. In the aggregate it is a won- 
derful thing. I incline to the opinion that it can be made to 
Work, and as our organization solidifies and enlarges, the 
pence.plan can be carried to a success by a very little work. 
To giv further impetus, I inclose a penny each for the fol- 
lowing Freethinkers: Geo. Musick, John H. Reed, Morris 
Reed, A. H. Miller, J. N. Condell, F. N. Cottle, J. B. Saun- 
ders, A. L Reavis, J. F. Sisson, R. A. Talbott, Wm. Beaver, 
A. Mayfield, John Moos, Aug. Moos. 

Hoping to see hundreds of Freethinkers taking an activ 
interest in the movement, I am, ; 

Yours truly, A. R. CRIBFIELD, 

These are but samples of the meny kind letters 
which we are daily receiving, each with its penny or 
pennies for the Secular Penny Fund ; and we take 
this opportunity to thank writers for their encour- 
agement, as well as for their contributions to the 
cause. Would that our Liberal friends everywhere 
would take pattern by these modest and faithful 
helpers of state Secularization ! 

To each contributor to the Secular Penny Fund 
we hav sent one of our circulars as a sort of acknowl- 
edgment of their letter and contribution. In one 
case, however, we hay been unable to do so, as the 
contributor seems to hav been too modest to let us 
hav either his name or address. The letter was 
postmarked Hamburgh, I&, and contained $2 for 
the Secular Penny Fond ; and we take this oppor- 
tunity of thanking our unknown contributor for his 
(or her) generosity. 

Now, dear friends, let us hope that those who hav 
not felt able fo contribute anything this year to the 


American Secular Union work will remember the 


Secular Penny Fund. “One cent per Liberal!" A 
small sum, surely, for each one of you to giv toa 
eause in which every Liberal in the country, what- 
ever his ism, should be practically interested. If 
you will follow Mr. Crihfield’s plan of collecting from 
your immediate Freethinker friends one cent each to 
be forwarded to the Secular Penny Fand, with the 
names of the donors, you will do us a double kind- 
ness. (1) The Secular Penny Fund will be the 
richer for every penny that you collect and forward 
us; and (2) the names of those contributing can bs 
entered on the list of United States Liberals which 
we hav been compiling for over a year and a half. 
Slowly, but surely, Liberalism is evolving into an 
organized force; and the day is not far distant when 
we shall want to be able to put our finger on every 
man and women in a given town or state who 
believes in keeping church and state separate, so 
that we may rally our friends around the uplifted 
standard of Secularism, and giv successful battle 
against the ecclesiastical power. So, whenever pos- 


sible, send us the name of a F'reethinker, with & cent |. 


from him for the Secular Penny Fund. One penny 
a year won't break anybody; and the giver will hav 
the satisfaction of feeling that he is doing his little 
part in the great and extended work of state Secu- 
larization. `. Ipa C. CRADDOck, 
Oorr. Seo. American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, July 28, 1891. ` 


— 9-4 —————— 
Progress of the Cause in Washington. 
DEDICATION OF LIBERAL HALL. 

Last February I delivered a brief course of lectures 
at the school-house at McOallum, Kittitas county, 
the first ever delivered in that neighborhood. After 
the lectures I organized a local Secular Union of 
twenty members. G. W. Seaton, of Teanaway, was 
elected vice-president of the state society for that 
district. 

The local organizstion took the name of the Kit- 
titas Secular Union, and elected as officers: W. M. 
Carr, president; Mrs. Percilla Friend, secretary ; 


James Masterson, treasurer; J. S. Anthony and J. 
N. Friend, trustees. 

On returning home I wrote out and sent them 
a suggestiv form of constitution and by-laws, which 
they had very handsomely printed and a large num- 
ber judiciously distributed, resulting in many addi- 
tions to their number.. 3 

Having no suitable place of meeting it was de- 
cided to build a hall; and although the members 
were senttered over the two townships of Teanaway 
and McOallum, yet each and all, with the one desire 
to promote the greatest good to the greatest number, 
agreed on a site and succeeded in erecting a very 
handsome and convenient hall, which on the anni- 
versary of our nation’s birthday we dedicated to 
Universal Mental Liberty. 

The hall is situated in the township of Teanaway, 
in the vicinity of Seaton’s Mill. It is quite a band- 
some building, 24:48, with splendid dancing floor, 
platform, etc. They own one acre of ground, which 
it is proposed to beautify as & garden, with croquet 
ground, eto. 

They propose to establish a Liberal and scientific 
free library, and as they hav had to make quite a 
severe strain to meet expense of building the hall, 
they will be especially grateful to any who will help 
them in the establishing of the library by the dona- 
tion of books, or the subscribing for Liberal papers 
for the exclusiv use of the library and reading- room. 

They hav regularly incorporated under the laws 
of the state, issued shares at $1 each, so that all, 
rich and poor alike, can hav actual interest and 
ownership in the hall and library. 

In response to the urgent request of officers and 
members, Mrs. Reynolds and myself attended the 
three days’ celebration of the completion and occu- 
pancy of the first and only hall built and owned 
exclusivly by Liberals in the state of Washington. 

The lectures were well attended, and on the after- 
noon of July 4th we dedicated the hall to Universal 
Mental Liberty. 2 

May the spirit of enterprise, energy, persistence, 
and self-sacrifice evinced by the cfficers and members 
of the Kittitas Secular Union be emulated by every 
other county in our young giant state, and Washing- 
oe will indeed become the banner state of Liber- 
alism. . 

The lectures, the dedication services, the dancing 
(two nights and quite & good part of one day), the 
picnic, the picnic dinner (one of the best and most. 
sumptuous I ever attended), everything exceeded 
expectation. The ball supper was s grand triumph. 
Everyone present at the celebration had a royal 
good time. It was a season of holiday and rejoicing 
long to be remembered. 8 

When each and all put their shoulders to the work 


‘and did allin their power, it would seem invidious 


to mention any, and yet all admit that but for the 
generous enthusiasm and effectiv work of our worthy 
vice-president, G. W. Seaton, the building of the ball 
within five months of the organization of the society 
would hav been impossible. 
RELIGIOUS EXERCISES IN THE PUBLIO SOHOOLS. 
Three weeks ago we received a complaint through 


our vice-president, D. E. Rice, of Roeder, Whatcom 


county (who is ever activ, zealous, and self-sacrific- 
ing in the cause), that in school district No. 19 the 
teacher wrote the Lord's prayer in doggerel verse 
upon the black-board, and made all the children sing 
it each morning before commencing school. 

_I wrote the teacher, each of the three members 
of the local school board, and the county superin- 
tendent of schools, giving the law, the facts, and the 
arguments agsinet such acta of injustice. 

The teacher wrote me she was violating no law, ag 
she did not call roll till after the singing of the 
Lord’s prayer. 

There arose great excitement in the neighbor- 
hood. Christians defied us to stop the religious 
exercises, and fiercely denounced our vice-president, 
and the Washington Secular Union, as all of evil 
and infamy. They got up a petition and remon- 
strance signed by all the Christian fanatics of the 
district, urging the teacher to persist in the religious 
exercises and promising to sustain her in so doing. 

The following is a copy of the letter to the teacher 
sent to her by the county superintendent, G. B. 
Johnston : 

WRHATCOM Co., Wasu., July 1, 1891. 

Miss GERTRUDE Moors, Nooksack, Wash.—Dear Miss 
Moore: I am informed that you hav been conducting relig- 
ious exercises in your school. It becomes my duty under 
the law to forbid any further continuance of the same either 
before or after school, though not taking a part of the school 
time. The law is very plain and I am sorry you hav not 
been complying therewith. © 

The same matter has been referred to me from other dis- 
tricts, and my policy is to make our public schools entirely 
free from any religious instruction. Nour lite and example 
before your pupils is worth à great deal more than formal 
instruction in any doctrins. Very truly yours, : 

: G. B. Jounsroy, County Superintendent. 

Letter from the vice-president of the Washington 


Secular Union: ; 
July 7, 1891. 
Freno Reynotps: Just learned that your letter brought 
the county superintendent to the school yesterday. The 
teacher had been singing the Lord’s prayer again. The 
superintendent told her she was doing very wrong and vio- 
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. lating the law, and must stop it. I will be in the school silver are wholly unfit 185 money; in the first l 

Erie place, 

again to-day Truly yours, DE Rioz. the people hav to be taxed to the amount of a dollar 

The orders of the superintendent hav since been | to buy the material, and then pay another dollar with 
fully obeyed. Another complete victory. interest on it before they can get it. l 

SUNDAY LAWS. The example of the Bank of Venice illustrates the 


Our pamphlet on “Sunday Lewa” was issued in true monetary system, though in that case the prin- 
the nick of time; the united Christian organizations ciple was somewhat awkwardly applied, which awk- 
are desperately using every means, legitimate and | Vardness can now be corrected. The Bank of Venice 

illegitimate, to enforce rigid Sunday observance in Caves the people an irflated currency in the form of 

all the cities of our state. credits on its books for value received. These credits 
I hav maifed about four thousand copies of the | Vere u full legal tender for ali debts public and pri- 
“Sunday Laws” pamphlet, mainly in twos and threes vate, end would buy anything the people had to 
and fives, and urged their careful distribution ; sell, though not redeemable in any particular thing. 
written a vast number of private letters in regard to The bank hed no use for gold or silver. All pay- 
the subject, and a number of articles for newspapers ments were made by transfer on the books of the 
throughout the state, most of which hav been pub- | bank, and were simply evidences of debt, as all 
lished, reaching and influencing those who cannot be | '20n6ys necessarily must be in the nature of things. 
induced to read a Liberal paper. This monetary system was continued in successful 
One of the results of thus educating the people on operation for more than three hundred years, until 
the “ facta in regard to Sunday laws” is that it has ib was abolished by Napoleon. The system while in 
forced the fanatics to change their base; they now Operation made the Venetians the most prosperous 
pretend that their war ig mainly confined to the | People in the world. ; HC: 
saloons; they thus hope to win the sympathy and What a foolish, absurd, and insane ides it is, that 
support of the women and all temperance advocates, | Sold is necessary by which to “ measure” the value 

ignoring the fact that what is lawful on any one day | °f dollar. If a specific measure is necessary, a 

of the week must be equally lawful on every other days Work of ten hours at shoveling dirt out of a 

day of the week. They stoutly deny that they desire | ditch would be a much better measure than so many 

any religious legislation, yet insist the state shall Srains of gold or silver. , 
. enforce religious observance of the“ Lord's day, | The people of the United States, through their 

and close up every place of business or amusement, Sovernment, is the only authority with them for 
.exeepting only livery stables, undertakers’, churches, oining money and regulating the value thereof. It 

and graveyards. can be coined on any material the government may 
As a Specimen of the kind of opposition we hav to choose and in any amount it may choose; therefore 


contend with I call especial attention to the sermon it can never hav any occasion for borrowing money 
delivered in the Presbyterian church last Sundsy and Or paying interest. But how can the value of money 
published in the Topeka Morning Globe, July 20, be regulated? Simply by regulating its volume, and 
1891. '|in no other way ean it be done. The commercial 

W. ©. Fink, a saloon-keeper of Tacoma, was value of every product in the world, other circum- 


charged with keeping open his place of business on Standes being ‘equal, depends on its volume, and 


Sunday, June 7th. At the first trial the jury stood | money is no exception to this inevitable law. 
nine for acquittal, at the second trial dont 105 ao- | The United States needs an inflated currency of 


quittal. The jury having failed to convict, the gos. hot less than $75 or $100 per capita to properly 
pel of peace and love was thus proclaimed from the | transact its business. There is not gold and silver 
pulpit of the principal church, and the sermon pub- enough for this, and besides none is needed. Paper 
lished in the leading newspaper of the city : is far better, vastly better. Our paper money should 

Such men ought not to be allowed to liv in a respectable ET . like this: “For value received I he people 
community. Their mothers ought to disown them, their of the United States owe the bearer of this note $1, 
wives ought to refuse to liv with them, and their children which is & full legal tender for all debts public and 
ought to hang their heads in shame ; their employers ought private. Is lawful money of the United States and 
to discharge them, their sweethearts ought to discard them, | based on the whole wealth and power of the people 
and all good 0 ought to loathe them, and Tacoma of the United States. Signed, 
ought to spew them out of her mouth. controller ; , treasurer.” 


What heinous crime had these men baen guilty of Let the government issue from $4 500,000,000 
to be thus publicly denounced, held up to public | to $6 000,000,000 of this currency, and it will readily 
derision and contempt? They had failed to be | adjust itself to the relativ values of everything else. 
scared into rendering a verdict at the dictation of | That is what will naturally and appropriately occur 
the church fanatics. Being summoned on a jury, under the inevitable Jaw of “other things being 
they had dared to return a verdict according to their equal the price of any commodity depends on its 
best judgment of right and justice, regardless of the | volume.“ 
wishes of some of the parsons. e Then, to prevent panics and hardships in the 

Was this fierce invectiv hurled against them be- money market this volume must be kept uniform— 
cause they had erred in judgment? No! i$ was | never made less, but more as population and increase 
with the intent to intimidate any who should be of trade may require. This, with the entire aboli- 
called to serve as jurors in similar cases from ventur- | tion of interest for the use of money, is what the 
ing to render verdict contrary to the wishes of the people of the United States will finally adopt, or 
eburch. i remain &s they now sre, or sink deeper in abject 

Yet some people can Sea no duty nor necessity to slavery to the aristocracy of wealth. 
sustain the state organization of Liberals. In this connection I will say a few words about 

“With Plus witra inscribed on our banners, let us | trusts. The nationalization of the industries con- 
press on to these new realms of conquest and this | troled by trusts is the only remedy against them ; 
greatest work for our city, our state, and our God.” 

Oh, no; it is not a religious observance of the 
day they are fighting for, but simply a civil law to 
secure for the poor, dear workingmen a needed day 
of rest. 

One esse is being carried to the supreme court; 
if decision is rendered in harmony with the provisions 
of our state constitution there oan be no shadow of 
doubt of the result. 

Until thet decision is rendered the fierce on- 
‘slaught on the liberties of the people and the bitter 
persecution that will be waged osn be judged by 
the frantic ravings of the pastor of the first Presby- 
terian church of Tacoma. 

C. B. Reynoups, See. Wash. See. Union. 

Fremont, Wash. 

— ̃ 
“A Correct Silver Dollar.” 

Under the above heading I notice a long article in 
Tue Truru Serer of July 25th from J. G. Hertwig- 
A correct silver or gold dollar as relates to the 
intrinsic value of its material, never yet existed; and 
in the nature of things never ean exist; for sbout 
three-fourths cf its nominal value is fictitious and 
necessarily so; for if gold and silver were not in 
demand for coinsge into money they would not 
bring in the market as products over one-fourth 
of their present nominal value; so that really as 
money they are only evideness of debt to the holder, 
aß is à common note of hand, and that is all that 
money ever wgs, or ever can be—simply evidence 
of debi to the holder. It is hard for people to out- 
grow their infantil prajudicos however absurd they | will be finely organized and equipped ready for the 
may be. And there is hardly any moro absurd then people to fake into their own hands aud run in their 
the dogmatic humbug of "intrinsio value” in the town interest. Thus sre the trusta themselvs pre- 
material of which money should bo msde, Gold aud! paring the way for their own overthrow. Let them 


their own overthrow. As an illustration take the 
Standard Oil Company. It has effected great econ- 
omies in the production and transportation of oil by 
the adoption of machinery, tram-ways, piping, eto., 
and thus greatly cheapened its production. It has 
dispensed with the use of some fourteen hundred 
teams formerly employed, besides thousands of men 
in handling. But who has reaped the benefits of 
these economies? Not the people, but the Standard 
Oil Company. It has put millions upon millions of 
dollars into its purse, vastly more than an equita- 
ble compensation for services rendered, and at the 
expense of an ignorant and patient people. But 
the people, when they geb their eyes open, will say 
to this trust as well as to all cthers: Gentlemen, 
you hav legally stolen from us about as 
much as we can bear; you can keep all you hav got, 
but this kind of business must bestopped. We now 
propose to take your franchise into our own bands, 
allowing you sn equitable compensation for your 
plant, and run it ourselvs in our own interest. We 
ean employ the same agents, at sn equitable price, 
that you hav been employing, or others, as the case 
may be, but you capitalists who hav been pocketing 
such fat dividends for these many years af our ex- 
pense, we cannof see that we hav any further 
use for you, unless you wish to engage in our 
servio at a reasonable price. We hav been carrying 
you on our backs until we are very tired, and we now 
demand a reat. 

When the people are ready for it, all these frusis 


and the trusts themselvs are preparing the way fer | 


go shead, encourage them in it; they are uncon- 
sciously and unintentionally educating the peopie, 
who will sooner or later sbsorb all these trusts into 
one grand trust for their own benefit. 

Globe Village, Maas. F. H. Marsa. 


— — — 
Items of Foreign Freethought News. 
A large increase in the number of Freethinkers is 
reported from Austria, where our friend Eduard 
Schwella carries the torch of reason. 


Six new societies and eight individual members 
constitute the adhesions for last month to the 
French Freethought Federation. | 


Dr. Bruno-Wille  B:rlin-Friederichshagen, has 
taken the position of Dr. Voelkel as editor of 
Freireligitses Sonntags- Blatt. We bid him a 
hearty welcome. 


Mlle. Duperret, a lady known alike for her charity 
and Radical opinions, died lately at Toulon, France. 
The funeral services were Secular. She left her 
entire estate, real and personal, to various charitable 
non-religious institutions. 


Rav. Ziegler, of Liegnitz, Germany, is to be 
suspended from his office in the state church. He 
has been wicked enough to write a work entitled, 
* The Historical Ohrist," in which he shows himself 
to be a follower of Wellhausen and Kuenen. 

Olergymen are naturally monopolists. At the 
recent conference of Lutheran ministers held in 
Kirchberg, Saxony, a petition was sent to the 
government asking that the positions as school in- 
spector should be filled by Lutheran ministers only. 


The international Comitè d Etudes Morales (Com- 
mittee on Moral Laws), whose president ia Mr. Jean 
Paul Oó6s, 48 rue Montmartre, Paris, is doing good 
work. It has its representative in almost every 
eountry, and is continually increasing in member- 


ghip. 


On behalf of American Freethinkers we extend 
our heartfelt sympathy to J. B. Schacre, president 
of the French Freethought Federation, on occasion 
of the recent death of his wife. Mme. Schacre, 
besides being an activ Freethinker, was 8 vigorous ex- 
ponent of woman’s rights. 


Freiheit relates the following comic occurrence. 
July 27th, Knights of Labor district 49, of this city, 
had s picnic, and while marching to the picnic-park 
carried a banner bearing the following inscription : 
“ Five days for work, one day for our dear Lord, and 
one day for Humanity.“ l 


In China Buddhists murder Christians; in the 
“Holy Land” Greek and Roman Catholics kill each 
other; in Russia Greek OCatholies prosecute Roman 
Oatholies, Protestants, and Jews; in Germany Prot- 
estant sects fight one another and all of them are 
against the Oatholice—and so in almost every country 
where supernatural religion is believed in, and all 
this is done for the glory of God and the preserve- 
tion of the only true faith. True are the words of 
Shakapere, “What fools these mortals be !” 

Victor E. Lennstrand is lecturing throughout 
Sweden, and the results are as astonishing as favor- 
able. Several new auxiliary societies hav been 
founded, and there seems to be a race among them 
all to see which can do the best proselyting work. 
The Eskilstuna society furnishes one hundred and 
sixty subscribers to Fritänkaren. We wish ovr 
own Freethought societies would as liberally sup- 
port our own Freethought papers. This epread of 
Freethought seems to be felt by the churches of 
Sweden. Congregations from Gefle and Söder- 
hamn are selling lottery tickets for the glory of 
God and the finishing of their respectiv churches. 
The annual conference of the Swedish Freethinkers 
will be held in Stockholm, August 8th and 9ih. 

— . — — 

TRR Freethinkers of Newark, N. J., are organizing a 
complimentary benefit- meeting for Miss Ada Campbell, 
the Australian lecturess, who leaves for England the end 
of this month. The meeting will take place Sunday, Au- 
gust 16th, at 7:30 P.m., at the Liberal League Hall, 
177 Halsey street, corner of Market street (the commit. 
tee having kindly tendered the use of the hall for the 


occasion). Miss Campbell will deliver a farewell lecture 
Men and 


ntitled, Good and Evil, Vice and Virtue 
Women." Admission will be by ticket only. Ticket 50 
cents. 


S. P. Purnam’s lecture appointments for August and 
September: Linesville, Pa., August 13; Andover, O., 
August 14; Kinsman, O., August 15; Farmdale and Gue- 
tavus, O., August 16; Orangeville, O., August 17 ; Minne- 
apolis, Minn., August 23-80; Watersville, Minn., August 
95, 26, 27: Crookston, Minn., September 1, 2, 3; James- 
town, N. D , September 5, 6; Boseman, Mont., September 
8, 9; Colville, Wash., September 12, 13; Spangle, Wash., 
September 15; Rosalia, Wash., September 16, 17; Oakes- 
dale, Wash., September 18; Palouse City, Waeh., September 
19, 20; Pasco, Wash., September 22, 23; "Nanaimo, B. C., 
September 26; Wellington, B. C., 27, 28. 
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~ Communications. 


Homeless for 2 Week. 


In Toe Terora Serre for June 13th Mr. A. H. 
Darrow, of Hartford, Kan., criticises some of the 
arguments I advanced in favor of the single tax in 
an article under the above heading. I owe Mr. Dar- 
row an apology for keeping him waiting so long for 
an answer fo bis courteous article. The fact is, I 
hav had my time so fully taken up of late that a 
“natural opportunity” to write did not present 
itself. I trust Mr. Darrow will excuse my apparent 
discourtesy, and will now answer to the best of my 
ability the objections he finds to the single tex. 


Referring to what I called Henry Billinge's “ pitiful. 


pittance of $8 a week,” he cites the ease of “two 
strong, healthy young men” who, coming to this 
country from Switzerland, eventually reached Kan- 
gas. They assured Mr. Darrow that all they could 
earn in their nativ country was “about $1 a week, 
while here they could earn four or five times as 
much.“ I greatly fear these young men hav been 
galling Mr. Darrow. I hav not had the pleasure or 
benefit of a trip to Switzerland and so cannot speak 
of that country from personal knowledge, but my 
reading has never led me to believe that “about $1 
-a week" was considered fair wages for strong and 
healthy young men. If it is, I fear me that the old 
and infirm toilers of that country must indeed be 
hard pushed to make both ends come within sight 
of each other. Mr. Darrow concludes that as these 
young men are earning from four to five times as 
much in America as they did in Switzerland it 
necessarily follows that labor is four or five times 
better off in the American republic than it is in the 
European republic. A cheerful and consoling con- 
clusion truly, but one hardly borne out by the facts. 
It is admitted, though, that on the whole labor is 
better paid in this country than it is in the other 
countries, but that is not the point at issue—that is 
not the real question. The real question is, Does 
labor get the full value of its toil? You can no 
longer satisfy the American laboring men by telling 
them they are better paid than their fellow-toilers 
of other countries. Neither does it satisfy them to 
be fold that they are better paid now than ever 
before. They are not at all sure that their wages 
are so much better than they used to be, but they 
are sure they are not getting a fair share of the 
wealth they produce, while through some devilish 
chicanery a class of men “who toil not, neither do 
they spin,” are getting pretty much all there is 
except the compsrativly small portion necessary to 
sustain and silence the laboring men. As I hav said, 
they are sure of this, their grievance, but they are 
not so sure as to the remedy. They know they hav 
been, and are being, struck, and it is but a question 
of time when they strike back. Whether they will 
use ballots or bullets I cannot say, but if they will 
use single-tax ballots bullets will be unnecessary. 
Mr. Darrow thinks that if the single tax was adopted 
„those who were able to assert and maintain their 
rights would get and keep all of the land to the 
exclusion of others." “Rich landlords could hold 
their possessions longer than labor could afford to 


starve.” The first of these objections i8 so pueril- 


it hardly deserves attention. Weare living in a land 
where law is held in esteem and order maintained. 
If there were any such organized conspiracy to defeat 
the ends of government the government would un- 
doubtedly crush it as it crushed the Southern Rebel- 
lion. When the strong trample on the weak; when 
might makes right and strength means success, that 
is Anarchy, that is chaos, and this government is not 
Anarchistic, nor is it founded on chaos or confusion. 
No sane man would spend the capital or labor neces- 
sary to cultivate a farm, if when he had improved it 
and was ready to gather his crops any wandering 
Tom, Dick, or Harry could come up to him and say, 
“I hav the same right to this farm that you hav; it 
` being as much mine as yours, I propose to hav half 
it produces.” No one would think of opening a mine, 
erecting a house, or making any improvement intended 
to be permanent, unless he was reasonably sure he 
would hav possession of the land on which the 
improvement was made. Nor is it to be supposed 
that to acknowledge the equal rights of men in land 
it is necessary to divide up the land equally. James 
A. Bailey and his partners hav a very good menag- 
erie, but they do not out up the animals comprising it 
in order to giv each partner his share. They think, 
not without reason, that it would spoil the menagerie 
if they did. What is necessary is this: Take the 
value of the land and apply it for the use of the 
community. Then the land is not the property of 
owners who can shut out labor from access to it or 
make labor pay blackmail for the use of it; but then 
land is free, free and open for labor to do its holy 
work upon. This is the simple, direct, and sensible 
way—a tax upon the value of the land according as 
that value is made or appraised by the community— 
a tax laid upon the value according to the rental 
value of that land. Of course titles to the land can 
be held, and if it givs you pleasure you can call it 


your own. As long as the community gets the worth 


of it—that worth which has been created by the. 
community’s labor; so long as the community con- 


tinues to draw its revenues from the land for its own 
purposes, then the land is for all practical purposes 
free and open for man to labor upon and to draw 
forth the things that our bountiful Mother Nature 
bas placed thereon. And does not this clearly show 
that I am preaching no gospel of laziness, offering 
no “panacea for shiftlessness,” as claimed by Mr. 
Darrow? Land is not worth a rupee unless labor is 
applied to it. The late Capt. Mayne Reid tells in 
his Queer People” of a tribe of savages who lived 
on a diet of dirt. But we are discussing civilized 
people now, not * queer people,” and civilized people 
as a rule cannot liv on dirt (though some, I admit, 
liv in it). And if the earth is to furnish them with 
food they must dig and plow snd sow and harvest. 
Men are not intended to be cave-dwellers, and if they 
are to hav habitations they must first dig founda- 
tions and after that form and frame and construct. 
It is admitted that trees hav not acquired the labor- 
saving habit of felling themselvs; that iron per. 
versely refuses to do its own smelting; and coal 
with the unaccountable cussedness sometimes ani- 
mating inanimate things persistently refuses to come 
to the surface or break itself into pieces handy for 
handling. All this being admitted, it follows that 
these operations are left for the hands of man aided 
by the forces of nature he has subdued and har- 
nessed for his service. Any “panacea for shiftless- 
ness” in any of those operations? I think not, 
Mr. Darrow, bub I believe there is “a remedy for 
poverty” in them. “ Rich landlords,” Mr. Darrow 
tells us, “could hold their possessions longer than 
labor could afford to starve.” It seems to me 
that if Mr. Darrow had given the single tax system 
a little more study than he has. he would not raise 
such & trite and trivial objection to it as the above. 
Not a great many years ago Oalifornia was noted for 
its large ranches. There are a few left yet, notably 
the Morrow ranch, near San José, which is thirty-five 
thousand acres in extent, but they will soon be 
things of the past. Until a very recent period the 
owners never even dreamed of cultivating them. 
The taxes were very light—almost nominal in fact— 
but the payment of them was shirked or dodged. 
For years they constituted & barrier to the proper 
development of the state. The majority of them 
embraced leagues on leagues of land capable of 
furnishing lucrativ and steady employment to a 
large population. They should hav been the state's 
chiefest blessing, instead of which they were its 
greatest ban. They constituted the field of labor 
for & few vaqueros and rancheros instead of the 
teeming population they were capable of supporting. 
But fortunstely for the rest of the state the time 
came when it became unprofitable to hold them, 
owing to the natural and unavoidable increase of 
taxes, and one after another the magnificent domains 
granted under Mexican rule to the dons of that 
period hav been disappearing. If it had been pos- 
sible or profitable for the owners to hold on to them 
they would hav done so. It is not human nature 
to let go of a good thing. Let personal property 
go free and tax land values. No man will then buy 
or hold more land than he can conveniently handle. 
The whole, the only aim of the landholder will 
then be to make what he has produce all it possibly 
ean. As fast as he can make his land into grain, 
into vegetables and fruits, into sheep and cattle and 
horses—in a word, into wealth—just that fast will 
he do it. Rather than permit any of his land to go 
to tax-sale he will employ three men and horses 
where he now employs but one. His whole inge- 
uuity, his whole thought, will be given to the getting 
of the most out ofa little ground, instead of being 
satisfied with a little from a lot of ground. Tax 
land values, and the millions which are invested in 
real estate, which in the bands of speculaters ham- 
per and dwarf the growth of every settlement from 
my city to Mr. Darrow’s and from Mr. Darrow’s to 
the Pacific slope and the Gulf of Mexico, would be 
thrust into the channels of trade, and become living, 
throbbing arteries carrying the rich life-blood of 
employment and consequent good times "—that ig, 
prosperity—to every part and portion of the body 
politic. The man who has a lot of unproductiv 
real property will either let it go to tax-sale or else 
he will build on it or cultivate it. Of one thing you 
may be sure, he won’t hold it in an attempt to “starve 
labor" Mr. Darrow seems to hold the general 
opinion that men do not need land, but only the 
results of labor. This puts me in mind of McKee- 
vers hog. That intelligent animal “didn’t care a 
damn for oak trees since all it wanted was acorns.” 
Tell me, my dear Mr. Darrow, how are men to get 
the results of labor without land? Bare land of no 
value to Henry Billings. No, not in the sense in 
which you take it, although you will probably admit 
that it is a most convenient thing to be upon, more 
convenient, for instance, than being in the water or 
up in the air. But how about baré land allied with 
bare labor? A strong combination that, don’t you 
think? Separate them, and one is unproductiv, 
almost useless, while the other steals, or, as in the 


case of Henry Billings, begs or starves. But break 
down the parchment barriers that separate them 
and let them freely unite, and prosperity is the 
natural, the inevitable result. It has been said so 
often it has become trite, that man is a land animal ; 
without access to land he cannot exist any more 
than a fish can exist without access to water. It is 
invisible, but nevertheless there is a chain on every 
human being tying them to the surface of the earth. 
Whether msn goes out upon the wide and treacher- 
ous sea, or delves into the bowels of tfe earth, or 
emulating in his own weak and feeble way the eagle's 
flight he ascends into the sir, that invisible chain 
holds him fast to the earth’s surface. To break that 
chain means death. Whoever, then, lays claim to an 
exclusiv ownership of a part of the earth's surface | 
that another man must uge is the owner of that man 
and is the owner of him to the extent of life and 
death. If all-wise nature had not intended man to 
liv, why did she create him? Look, then, at these 
two facts. Man is born; looking about him he sees 
more than ample means with which by the mere ap- 
plication of his labor he can supply all his wants, ma- 
terial and moral. Is he hungry, does he thirst, is he 
oppressed by heat or chilled with cold ; on every hand 
is material to supply his every need. And having 
attended to his more pressing wants, his more material 
necessities, is he desirous of satisfying other wants, 
of progressing mentally and morally? Nature with 
lavish, almost wasteful hands has strewed broadcast 
the required materiais. All that is left for him to 
do is to apply his skill and strength to the land, to 
the forces and opportunities with which he ig sur- 
rounded. His progress is only limited by his knowl- 
edge as to how to use his skill and labor, and his 
willingness fo use them. Without these natural 
materials what could man’s labor produce? Where 
in all this “wide, wide world” is there one thing 
made by human toil that has not been produced, 
primarily, from the land? There is not one. Where 
a single occupation which has not its foundation 
upon the land? The land is. the material, the 
fabric; man is the workman. Without land man 
cannot work, without work he must of necessity 
starve. These facts are self-evident. If then you 
require man to beg or buy land, you compel him to 
beg or buy the privilege of working—that is to say, 
of living. This makes him a slave just as much as 
though he was sold on the auction-block to the 
highest bidder. It makes no particle of difference 
what he calls himself or is called, no matter how 
apparently exalted his condition in life, he is a slave. 
He may hav the proud privilege of the ballot, may 
hold a high and honorable office, may believe in any 
religion he pleases, or, like Mr. Darrow and myself, 
believe in none; but so long as he must beg or buy 
the right of applying his labor to land, just so long 
is he a slave, and the whole world his master. This 
infamous monopolization of the gifts of nature is 
why capital can drive such hard bargains with labor. 
Suppose Labor, stung at last by his wrongs, refuses 
to submit, and says to Capital, You hav driven me 
beyond the point of endurance; Tll submit no longer 
to be ground into the very dust for your aggrandize- 
ment.“ Oapital, knowing his power, replies, All 
right, my man, go elsewhere.” And so poor, foolish, 
misguided manly Labor starts out, stout of heart and 
lean of purse, to look for work. Does he find it? I 
will tell you what he finds. He finds he is living in 
a civilized (?) country more than capable of feeding 
a dozen times its present population, and he finds at 
least two-thirds of its land untilled, or but partially 


‘cultivated. He finds that, at the most conservativ 


estimate, at least eight-tenths of the cosl-beds and 
quarry-lands and mineral deposits are unused, un- 
touched, just as they came fresh from the hands of 
nature. And looking around him he finds vacant 
land, unused land, waste land on every side. All 
this he has found, but he has not found a job yet. 
And so, a little bit discouraged, he makes his weary 
way to the metropolis, and he finds within the cor- 
porate limits more than half the ares of that great 
city vacant, unoccupied. All this, bear in mind, in 
spite of the fact that there ara miles upon miles 
of sky-scraping and morality-destroying tenement 
houses in which men and women, eye, and little 
children are packed and pressed like sardines. Aud 
yet there are loads of room in that great city for the 
comfortable and decent housing of every man, 
woman, and child in it. But Labor has not succeeded 
in finding the job he was looking for. Suppose he 
goes to one of these pieces of vacant land, one of 
these “ natural opportunities,” and begins the novel 
experience of being his own employer. Along comes 
Landlord, waving a title-deed at him, and orders 
him off under the pains and penalties of the law. 
Poor, misguided, deluded Labor. His eyes are 
opened at last, and he sees that all these unused 
natural opportunities are owned by individuals and 
held as private property. He learns at. last that he 
cannot go to work anywhere unless he first pays a 
tribute to a blackmailer who owns a natural oppor- 
tunity, and so, crushed in spirit, with the last smol- 
dering spark of manhood extinguished, he goes back 
to Oapital and, making a low obeisance, he says, 
* Sir, in mercy’s name grant me the boon of making 
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employ Mr. Hertwig to muddle the minds of his 
either. Aud when I speak of depriving the laborer | people and despoil them. Most nations use silver 
of his hire, I don't mean merely depriving him of the | as money; we should endeavor to supply them, and 
hire he has been compelled to agree beforehand to | in doing so, supply ourselves. J. W. Jauk s. 
accept, because, perchance, he was famishing; be-| Chattanooga, Tenn. 

cause he was naked, without a habitation he could — 

call his own; because of his crying need for any - Cash! 


thing that would be enough to help him for a little ; i ivi a 
hil to ep body and sonl together that ie not the | i 22° Plane allow me the privilege through 
hire of the laborer, what his wretchedness and want hay Hertwig, of Washington, D. O., the following 
compelled him to agree to take. His hire is what he |. sicationa? 3 

should hav been able to demand—the full wages of | 3 1. What is money? 

his industry, that is, what justice and equity in every | 2 Is money a creation of law? cs 
case requires shall be awarded him. If he has} 5 I it money outside of the limits of the govern- 
agreed beforehand to receive less than he is entitled | ment that created it? i ; 

to, the other party to the agreement is taking a mean | 4 pig any nation ever use the money of other 
and criminal advantage of his ignorance or indigence. | nations as a lawful money ? 

These two crimes are committing in our shops and | = If metal money is not money outside of the 
stores, in our foundries and fields, in our mines and : si l 


marble quarries, in every place where labor is em- county (snes makes Ib wee à xp tries ? 
ployed. But it cannot always last. - 6. Does the rule apply to all countries ? 


7. Is there any such thing as a money of the 
The mills of the gods pd glowly, f 


world? 
But they grind exceeding small. 


-8. Ig gold, silver, copper, or any other matter 
Injustice may triumph for a while. Wrong may | money befora the law makes it money? . 
flourish and tyranny thrive, but it will not be for-] 9. If all countries were to abolish the law making 
ever. Only the right is eternal, only the truth is 


metal money and substitute some other matter, 
immortal. I may not see the dawning of the better | without changing the quantity, what effaot would it 
day. The glories of the golden sge may be denied : 


| hav on the business of the country ! 
to me, but I feel, I know, that the time will surely | 10. What is meant by intrinsic values? 
come  ' i i ; 11. Hav gold and silver a greater intrinsic value 
than other metals? 
12. What reasons are there for using gold and 
silver for money ? : 
13. If metal money is necessary, why nol some 
otber metal just as well? i 
14.. What is the an of a gold or silver rege 
60 ; i ar,” 15. In buying a horse or other property, using 
Mr V? at : E „ in gold or ever os what does the selling party get 
Logicae : : roperty ? 
Tür Tuurs Serem of July 25th appears to be of the ras f gold, silver, and copper coins 
same character — goa owne ang somite class nid be net gone : PP . 
cause to be inserted in the daily and religious Press] 17, Does the law ever change those values? 
of the country. It seems that the suggestion of R.] 18. Has not the value of gold changed more than 
B. Hayes while president has just taken root and any other metal 
possession of the mind of Mr. Hertwig. A correct)" 19. If the silver dollar, 412 grains, has taken ita 
silver dollar controled by the price of the metal in| former place as money, why is it called the 79-cent 
JJ... aoma a RN 
: . re ^ e smaller silver coins made 
the president to. annually determin its value! and rise hal fe light ? j 
upon certificates accordingly—thus, if the president 21. Why were they deprived of their legal tender 
finds it depreciated one-half, he will put two dollars’ quality for all sums over $5? 
worth of the metal into one dollar, if it goes to one] 29 What is the relativ effect in trade upon the 
hundred per cent premium he would coin fifty cente’ rich and the poor by the use of these light-weight 
Forth into dolar, and so on., Sash dosi may | qoina which are not a fall egal tender? 
pee TOS e 23. What effect will the drain of g 
in the dircotion of despoiling the sense of the people country to another hav upon the productiv interests 
as well as their pockets, and it may be accepted as of those countries? , 
(good philosophy by Hayes, Cleveland, and the pres.] 24. Where do governments derive their power to 
ent 1 it 57 ay 9 2 05 uad Ronee 8 | coin money and set thereon a value? es 
of Tun Tavor Sxzexrm. Looking u little ahead, judg- iend Hertwig, as soon as you answer these 
ing from the condition of affairs that surrounds ug, 3 iaoi you anotar batch. 
‘it wil become apparent to the thoughtful that nei-| " Poo% Neb., July 14, 1891. W. P. Brooxs. 
ther gold, silver, nor oe, = supply er — ; 
demand of money nor furnish the basis for it. 5 2 acks, 
hand, for the privilege of employment. Pick up a f| To furnish a basis for currency is worse than folly, ee 5 „ 195 
newspaper, any one will do. Lou are almost certain] it is idiocy. - RM . B. R. Tucker, Poo E 1 $ 7 5 
to read the account, dismissed with a paragraph, of | It requires the accumulation of two volumes of] The Editor of Tun Taur m y o y y Bm 
some poor devil, being out of work and despondent, | money-—one to use, the other being in Mr. Tilden's Ingersoll that perfection which he fails 2e 15 : 
finally ending his wretched, wasted life by his own | reservoir. To secure just one currency and a suffi Obristian’s Jesus, ig as pained and angerei ra iong 
hand. It has got so that thousands oare less than | ciency will be attended with many difficulties, disap- criticism of Ais idol as the pious nar jenen is by any 
nothing whether they liv or die. Ask the average | pointments, heartsickness. : attempt to apply to Jesus me hl E 5 
mechanic Mallock's famous query and in amejority) In csse this double standard be provided it will] The sharp comments called fort y nger ds 85 
of cases it will be answered in the negativ. Tester. | always be in danger of loss from capture by invasion | quent cant in defense of things aq 10 m dart 
day a man named Aroon Carpenter committed | or rebellion, or by the simple turning of the bolts by | move our good Ingersollian disciple ^ : fac 15 
suicide by taking paris green. He was not looking the custodian, as in the case of many of the states, Infidel critics in the true old Prepare fas n t : 
for fame or notoriety. He was not trying to touch | and thereby leave all of Uncle Sam's nephews and says that it is mild language O CA 5 pdt A m ex 
the tender sympathies of a gu'lible public; but he | nieces in the condition of Taz Tauru Szrkrs family į. lies; that the Socialista and Anaro! y 8 : jeo 1 5 
was looking for escape from siarvation. Think of| —without a redeemer. Such was, doubtless, the common sense which Ingersoll app Hg 2 790 15 
it! Here in the commercial metropolis of the most] intention of the framers of the metal basis reservoir | question and wag malicious Aira eres hs E 90 
prosperous country on the face of the earth, where | clause. n for them to comprehend; tha Me teln ba. Imi ta. 
powers of production are developed to the highest | Would it not be terrible to look forward through- short-sighted that they oF all bi ‘shallow, " and 
point of perfection, this man, anxious to produce [out a long life in the full faith and hope of s re- | tions, jump around him an Pe i re pois een 
and capable of producing, is forbidden to satisfy his | deemer, and all the time knowing that my [our] | that “there is small hope o 15 Te 180 l 50 do him 
needs by putting his powers to use, until, at last, in| redeemer liveth,” to find in the end the whole thing | dishonest social critics of Oolone an Es ine edit 
the insanity of despair, he rushes to a self-created | to be a damned fraud? The people of this eountry | justice." To refute the critics 8 arid M ret 
death. Why didn’t he go to a charity association, | probably need four or five billion dollars of money | rial apologist reprints m ID BMC ngo rd 
you ask? It was not alms he wanted, it was justice. | currency. This, or whatever amount they do need, | ian utterances, mostly pla 1 eee gui enlighten 
He wanted the right of making a living, not permis- | much or little, the government should procure at the | tradictory. Now, I — un nm Ris Ross 
sion to beg one. That right was conferred upon lowest possible cost in material, and issue it as fall | the Editor of Tun TRUTH SEEXEB, roin d T onn Only 
him by nature in common with every other humen | legal tender for all debts public and private. whatever in his capacity or 1 70 t 11 11 ope 
being. It was conferred upon him in power to work, | By free coinage the currency comes to the people | repeat that I know 8 Ai ien Olities, ar etis: 
and limitless opportunities for work, but society had without cost for intrinsic value save to the owner | tent to discuss reme n 7 7 mi d ahallow talk 1 
robbed him of it. He was the master of one factor of who supplies it and who is paid upon parting with When he loses age 105 e Fer i 
producing wealth, that is, labor and yet he was made | it. To the people it becomes expensiv by reason of | am not surprised. sg 8n run und pte: 
utterly dependent for the other, the soil, on the] wear and abrasion, and is loss when required to be the Editor of Tux i I ference is ae bein ren 
greed and cupidity of bis fellow-men. And in this | supplied, as is the oase with any other kinds of our- found sense, the inevitable all is. And to show what 
Obristian age fate help the man who is dependent | rency when required to be destroyed and reissued. | more ignorant than Ingersoll is. 
on his fellow-man. And yet the re is nothing novel or] This silver money, stricken down in 1873 by the 
out of the ordinary in Aroon Oarpenter's case. It is act of demonetization, operated as more than sn 
only one of thousands. And in tze same city are other | entire loss to the people—both intrinsically and as 
thousands of men who toil not nor hav occasion to] money. The English money managers procured the 
toi), because, owing to our unjust social system, they | passage of that act by purchase (see their Magazine, 
are enabled to liv upon the prios of the natural op- 1873). They would induce the United States to 
portunities for work of which Aroon Carpenter was | crowd four dollars’ worth of metal into one dollar of 
deprived. Surely the laborer siould be allowed to] coin and buy it, and sell it for ten prices to their 
labor, and surely “the laborer is worthy of his! dupes if they could. In like manner they would 


a living, and I will be your willing serf for the rest | hire,” and surely it is a crime to deprive him of 
of my wretched life.” No “insubordination” there, 
is there, Mr. Darrow? And Ospital, still aware of 
his power, drives a bargain compared with which the 
one that stung labor into desperation and despair was 
mild and meek and merciful, and Labor, helpless as 
Andromeds chained to the rocks, submits. There is 
still another point. As population increases, as it 
grows in numbers, these natural opportunities in- 
crease in value, and in the same ratio of increase 
goes up also the amount of the tribute in 
money labor will hav to pay for access to 
them, for the privilege of living. The more of the 
produota of toil which is used for the payment of this 
constantly increasing tribute to the land-minotaur, the 
less will be the share or portion allowed to the 
laborer. As a consequence, the harder will become 
his already too hard lot. . f 

“In Kansas,” says Mr. Darrow, “we need flax and 
linen factories more than we need the single tax.” 
He seems to think that the brosd state of Kansas is 
not large enough to hold both. If Kansas had the 
single tax, it would. not be very long before it had 
linen and flax factories, and dozens of other indus- 
tries. Suppose Businessman desires to invest 
$25 000 in flax or linen industry. Going out to 
Hartford he .finds an excellent site for his factory. 
It is a block of land that has noi been touched since 
the Ssos, or Sioux, or whatever tribe of aborigines 
1 that part of Kansas, roamed the land. But 

mistake. It has been touched with a title-deed, 
and the owner of that title-desd immediately 
“touches” Businessman for $8,000. That is 
the price Businessman must giv for the privilege of 
giving employment to labor, for setting the wheels 
ok industry in motion on that plot of land. Well, 
but,” says Businessman, J hav but $25,000 
capital, every penny of which I will need to erect 
my factory; put in engins ard machinery, carry 
stock, eto. If you take away one-third of my avail- 
able capital you will prevent me from carrying out 
my design.“ To this the landholder replies, that if 
Businessman does not giv it he will get it from 
some one else, even if he has to wait till the city 
grows a little larger. And so. Businessman 
turns away balked and baffled; the factory is not 
erected, and the labor is not employed. This is 
not a fancy sketch. It is ths same everywhere. 
Wherever there is a plot of ground not too far from 
communication with the outside world, that is to 
Bay, an available natural opportunity, there is 
a human dog-in-the-manger, and that Cerberus 
must hav a sop thrown to him in the shape 
of rent before industry can pass him. Is 
it a matter for surprise that hundreds of thousands 
of workers of both sexes want work and cannot find 
it? Is it surprising that the poor are constantly get- 
ting poorer; that we complain of there being too 
much cotton grown, although hundreds of thousands 
are insufficiently clothed ; that carpenters’ tools are 
getting rasty for the want of use, notwithstanding 
& majority of the people are not properly housed. 
How can it be other than it is so long as labor, the 
creator of all wealth, is compelled to beg, hat in 


When the right will be uppermost, : 
‘And justice shall be done. - 
i pe. EDwARDS Rovsseav. 
Brooklyn, N. Y., July 26, EM. 201. — 2 
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itch of stupidity he can attain I only need to refer 
io his sbatasteringsion of the editor of Liberty a8 a 
“ gelf-elected spokesman of ‘ philosophical Anarchy’ 
and self-appointed corrector of the human race. 
Who elected Macdonald spokesman of Freethought 
(limited) and corrector of the human race? Or is it 
proper to be a theological corrector of the human 
race and improper to be a political and social oor- 


rector of the human race? 
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Ones illness in Mr. Heston’s family Tax TaurH 
Sxzxen appears this week without pictures. We 
shall hav them in the succeeding issue. Mr. Heston 
knows that he and his invalid wife hav the sympathy 
of his friends, and his friends will be glad to know 
that the illness will probably be only temporary. 


— T2 — 

We shall print next week an article by John E. 
Remsburg, asking When Did Jehoshaphat Die 
It is revised and rewritten from one with the zame 
title published in the Truru Szrxzn ANNUAL a few 
years since. Through s seemingly trivial question 
Mr. Remsburg strikes one of his hardest blows, not 
only against those who defend the dogma of plenary 
inspiration, but against those so-called Rationalists 
in theology who are disposed to accept the alleged 
historical books of the Bible as reliable history. 
The dispute between the “higher” and “lower” (or 
traditional) critics, brought about by the Briggs 
case, has again forced the matter to the front. Mr. 
Remsburg is always forcible and critical, and this 
article will be of great service to Freethought. 

— — 9 res Ea 


Deceptions of History, 


History has been defined as a collection of “ lies 
agreed upon.” Buf a considerable portion of this 
form of literature consists of lies. still in dispute. 
Nor is the reader entirely safe when there is no disa. 
greement as to the essential facts; for the facta may 
be so arranged, and the narrativ so artfully colored, 
as to produce a wrong result and inculcate a false 
lesson. Events can be so ingeniously shuffled as.to 
turn up a lying collocation. No works need to be 
read with more care and discrimination than so- 
ealled histories. No author can be taken as absolute 
authority for all the assertions that embellish his 
pages. Bnt this is not the only difficulty; if the 
reader is not on his guard he will thoughtlessly giv 
his assent to a historian's erroneous reasoning on the 
facts stated. It would be easy to point out instances 
of entire misapprehension as to the truth of history 
under which the mass of readers are laboring to this 
day. 

It is necessary to look beneath the surface of the 
events paraded with so much effect on the ordinary 
historical page, to discern the spirit of the age, and 
grasp an adequate conception of the invisible move- 
ment of social or religious forces. The indications 
of such movements are not usually to be found in 
the policy of courts or cabinets; nor are they re- 
vealed always in the tramp of armies, or in the ac- 
counts of sieges, battles, and conquests. A history 
of France, ending with the year 1788, would hay 
contained no hint of the activity of the forces which 
were 0 soon to precipitate the cataclysm that 
whirled king, nobles, and priests into a common 
ruin. As soon as one is enabled to discover the in- 
talleetual dritt of an age or a people, he can fairly 
interpret the events on the surface of affairs, and he 
is fortified against the arta by which a historian 
attempts to mystify or mislead the reader. 

To go back no more than two hundred years, there 


is an incident in English history that may serve as an 
excellent illustration of the folly of accepting with- 
out question the conclusions of even the most dis- 
tinguished and popular historian. In 1688, James 
IL, a Catholic king, was on the throne of England. 
At that time there were statutes in force which 
enabled the Established church to persecute the 
Oatholics and the Protestant Dissenters. But James, 
with the ulterior purpose, no doubt, of building up 
the Oatholie church, published a declaration in 


which he suspended the execution of the persecuting 


statutes. He ordered this declaration to be read, on 
a certain Sunday, in all the churches. The bishops 


of the Church of England eame together, drew up & 
protest against this order, and seven of them went 


in person and presented this protest to the king. 


He had them arrested and imprisoned in the tower, 
and instituted in the ordinary courts of law a prose- 
cution against them for libel, of which charge they 


were ultimately acquitted. 
Now, Macaulay, in his history, has, in these ‘pro- 


ecedings, no word of condemnation for anyone but 
the king. His declaration was illegal and his object 
was sinister. Whether the first of these accusations 
is true is a matter in dispute to this day. But 
previous kings had set aside the execution of 
statutes, without provoking opposition. As to the 
second, whatever the king’s motiv might hav been 


his measure was salutary and unobjectionable. 
Who will now deny that religious toleration was a 
good thing ? 

On the other hand, Macaulay holds up the bishops 


to the gratitude of Britons and the admiration of 


mankind, as though they had, at great personal 
peril, stood for the liberties of England. But the 
facts 
they only won a crown of infamy. Their action 


stands out in al] its naked baseness. They had 
recently revived, with great earnestness, the odious 


doctrin of divine right and passiv obedience. 


Whatever was ordained by the Lord's anointed” 


must be submitted to with patient obedience and 
without a murmur. But the moment the king pro- 
posed that other sects might enjoy freedom equal to 
their own, they flew to arms, and repudiated their 
pet doctrin in favor of the royal prerogativ. Their 
claim that the indulgence granted by the king was 
illegal oan be no defense for them. When other 
kings had used the prerogativ for purposes of 
injustice and cruelty they had given not so much 
as a whisper of protest; but they turned their backs 
on their own repeated professions when this king 
used his prerogativ in favor of a singularly just and 
beneficent measure—when he had, for the first time 
in English history, given to the country an edict of 
religious toleration. The fact seems to be that the 
prelates of the Church of England were thrown into 
a paroxyam of rage because they were to be deprived 
of the cherished joy of persecuting their religious 
foes. It was not the first time nor the last when the 
church has sacrificed its professed principles to its 
interest and its revenge. 


Macaulay also commends the Dissenters, because 


at this juncture they made common cause with the. 


English church in resisting the king. The church 
had always delighted to persecute them. Only a 
few years before, these very statutes which the king 
suspended had been let loose against them in the 
most cruel manner, and some of their distinguished 
leaders were still smarting from the blows they had 
received. Why should they not make the most of 
their opportunity now? The principle of toleration 
had been put before the people; they might hay 
assisted to establish it, whatever became of the 
king. Had they taken their stand on toleration, 
they might hav hastened their own emancipation 
from the rigors of persecution. But, blinded by 
bigotry, they joined hands with those who had 
despoiled them and rejected the toleration offered 
them, for no conceivable reason except that they 
would not share it with Catholics. It is hard to say 
which awakens the most indignation or contempt— 
the cruelty of the church attempting to stamp out 
toleration, or the folly of the Dissenters in kissing 
the hand that smote them ? 

As to this passage of history, it is probable that 
thousands hav been misled by Macaulay's discolora- 
tion. But it only shows how careful we must be 
not to be deceived by a historian’s reasoning, even 
when we do not dispute his facts. What his motiv 
was in thus attempting to turn from the church the 


condemnation it deserved we may not know. 
‘previous publications he had not been too tender of 


plainly show—the undisputed facts that 


In 


its fame. But it is to be hoped that readers will not 
always be misled in matters of history, even by the 
charm of his style, the splendor of his diction, or the 
brilliancy of his rhetoric. 


— —— 
The Case of Mr. Swartz. 

We had not thought to say anything in reply to 
Mr. O. L. Swartz s exculpation of his own conduct in 
selling copies of a paper filled with slanderous and 
libelous matter, but a description ‘of the journal in 
question published in the last number of the 
Twentieth Century so strongly emphasizes what we 
previously said, and, if true, makes Mr. Swartz’s 
offense so detestably heinous (though we do not 
accuse him of intentionally offending), that it may be 
well to once more refer to the-case. 

Mr. Swartz ssidjto us: 

Like most others who attempt to justify the interference 


of legalized authority with what can be but the affair of the 
individual, you confound the right to sell whatever some one 


and disseminate whatever a person chooses, with the 
palpable abuse of such freedom by a libel.. No one can 
more detest libel or slander, or be more willing: to make 
reparation for such, unintentionally published, than myself. 

‘This case is similar to those of Lucifer and the Word. 
In neither of these has any injured party appeared against. 
the defendant; but Heywood is in the Massachusetts state 
prison with a two years’ sentence half served, and Harman 
has six years of the same punishment hanging over his head. 
Nor has my offense been greater—or less. Bennett, Har- 
man, and Heywood libeled no one, and they were im- 
prisoned; I hav circulated naught but the truth—does the 
Editor of Tas TRUTH SRERKER think J should be imprisoned ?” 

The description of the paper sold by Mr. Swartz, 
signed “ Senator, Rockport, Mo.,” is as follows : 

The clipping from the Voices [relating to the Missouri 
Legislature] started with the Kansas City „ 8 
sheet so low, filthy, and vile that the Missouri legislature, 
early in its last session, passed an act entitled ‘ Immoral 
Publications,’ aimed largely at the , making it 
a felony for any person to hav in his possession for sale, or 
keep for sale, or expose for sale, or distribute, or in any 
way assist in the sale, or gratuitously distribute or giv away 
any such newspaper, etc., efc., etc. Punishment, impris- 
onment in the penitentiary for a term of not less than two 
nor more than five years. That foul and cowardly sheet, to 
get even with the legislature, waited till its adjournment and 
‘then published a series of filthy articles charging the mem- 
rs who were the most activ in the passing of the bill with 
he most indecent conduct, giving their names, and indis- 
criminately naming those who were at the state capital at 
the time and those who were hundreds of miles away. The 
sheet is wholly indecent and irresponsible, and the law is 
being enforced against it all over the state. Whoever sells 
it does so under the cover of secrecy. It is read only by 
gamblers, sluggers, thugs, thieves, and bawds.” 

Mr. Swartz alleges that he "circulated naught 
but the truth.” What does he- think of that assertion 
now? And did he take pains to find out if the stuff 
in the paper he sold wastrue? Ofcourse not. And 
in circulating the sheet, thereby injuring others, he 
violated the principles of individualism which he . 
professes to hold dear. Had he known of his own 
knowledge that the libels in the paper were true his 
act would still be contemptible; not knowing it, it 
was worse. 

Mr. Swartz further said that because no one 
person has commenced an action against him for 
personal injury he has done no wrong. It this is 
good logic then he has a right to commit a nuisance 
ones a week against the publie, for he osn triumph- . 
antly point to the fact that no e individual 
is injured thereby. 

No matter how big a blunder the state’ 8 attorney 
may hav made in drawing up the complaint or the 
indictment, or how informal the wording of the law 
as enacted, the fact remains patent to the most dull 
comprehension that the intent of the legislature was 
“ to protect the libeled from the libeler.” That lan- 
guage has been employed that does not express this 
as clearly as it should is a mere technicality. 

We learn that the paper only prints names in full 
when it attacks the weak and defenseless. When it 
slanders a person who is able and likely to prove 
willing to follow the case through a course of law it 
prints the name incorrectly or otherwise locates its 
victim so that the publie will know whom it means 
and it yet esonpe legal responsibility. The only way 
to reach these vile sheets is to wipe them out by 
auch an enactment as the Kansas law was evidently 
intended to be. If the law does not fill the bill it 
should be remodeled. 

It is certain that it is only the state which can 
proteet people from such vile sheets, for without the 


else wants to buy, and consequently the right to publish . 
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state there could be no libel law, and punishment for 
invasion of personal rights would be accomplished 
personally and by violence. Personal liberty is the 
dearest thing in the world, but one man’s liberty 
must be curtailed when he uses it to injure another. 
These carrion crows are enemies to social liberty and 
freedom—what Mr. Swartz is contending for—and 
enemies to personal rights. 
Swartz was the invader, not the defender, of liberty. 
The private lives of individuals do not concern the 
public unless before the publio legally. We do not 
believe that Mr. Swartz himself will defend the acts 
of his employers, and there is certainly no parallel at 
all between his cave and the cases of D. M. Bennett, 
Moses Harman, and E. H. Heywood. They injured 
no one; Mr. Swartz did. 


— — 
The Two Schools of Crities. 

The war between the Higher” and the “Lower” 
eritios goes merrily on, and before the struggle 
closes the Old Testament at least will be pretty well 
torn in pieces. The Independent, with much unwis- 
dom (from the Ohristian standpoint), is printing gen- 
erous essays On the subject and: -enlightening more 
Christians than ever the booksòf Kuenen and his 
fellow “higher” oritios could reach. Its latest work 
of enterprise is to print a pro and con consideration 
of the matter by Professors Ourtiss and Osgood, in 
which the former givs his conclusions as to what the 
critios hay shown, and the latter states why he re- 
jects their work altogether. The latter uses Dr. 
Kuenen's Hexatench —the Pentateuch and Joshua 
—as a text, considering him the leader of the 
critical heretios. The facte which he collocates from 
Kuenen as being firmly established by the higher 
criticism will be of the greatest interest to the stu- 
dious inquirer into Old Testament acouracy. He 
quotes : 


** The character of the legislation as a whole is in absolute 
contradiction with the'setting in which the Hexateuch puts 
it” (Hexateuch, p. 19). The representation of Moses as a 
law.giver, given in the Hexateuch itself, is, therefore, con- 
tradicted rather than confirmed by the form of the legisla- 
tion. With respect to the tradition which makes him the 
actual writer of the whole Tora [Pentateuch] we must ex- 
press ourselvs much more strongly. It is absolutely 
excluded by the difference of form between the several 
codes? (p. 28). 

„There can be no question, therefore, that if we place 
ourselvs at the point of view of the Hexateuch itself we are 
justified in regarding the ordinauces of Exodus to Dauteron- 
omy as the several parts of a single body of legislation, and 
comparing them one with another as such. The comparison 
will often reveal important differences, nay, irreconcilable 
contradictions” (p. 24). 

„The evidence furnished by the conflicting character of 
the narrativs of the Hexateuch and their differences of form 
is confirmed by their contents." *' Their representations, to 
put it in a word, are utterly unhistorical, and, therefore, 
cannot hay been committed to writing until centuries after 
Moses and Joshua ” (p. 42). 

** The representations in the later books of the Hexateuch 
simply defy the conditions of space and time to which every 
event is subject; and by which, therefore, every narrativ 
may be tested. The exodus, the wandering, the passage of 
the Jordan, aud the settlement in Canaan, as they are de- 
scribed in the Hexateuch, simply could not hav happened“ 

. 48). 

S A it not obvious that the narrators had never once 
thought of all this and regarded it as the simplest matter in 
the world to accomplish things which, in point of fact, are 
absolutely impossible within the limits of space and time which 
they themselvs assign ?” 

It is not too much to say that the representation of all 
this given in the Hexateuch is absurd " (p. 46). 

‘¢The representations of the Hexateuch, as they stand, can 
only be regarded as the products of ages long after Moses 
and Joshua when the. true course of events was almost for. 
gotten, and genuin historical reminiscences could only be 
preserved by having a place assigned them in a fictitious 
framework” (p. 48. Italics mine). 

Numbers is a “‘ fictitious narrativ ” (page 94). 

„The representation of the Mosaic times and of the settle- 
ment in Canaan which the Hexateuch givs us is, as a whole, 
contradicted by the veritable history“ (page 192). 

Deuteronomy is a literary fiction” (page 219). —— 

** The clear indications of diversity of authorship furnished 
by these conflicting representations would lead us « priori to 
expect linguistic evidence of a corresponding nature. Nor 
is our expectation deceived; each of the divergent accounts 
has its distinctiv language and characteristic turns of speech 
and style” (page 4). 

Moses.—Dr. Toy, agreeing with Dr. Kuenen (Hexateuch, 
page 244), says: 

* If he (Moses) wrote any commandments the record has 
been lost.“ If we cannot suppose that the Pentateuch is 
correct history, then we do not know precisely what Moses 
did for his people” (Rel. of Israel, page 25). 

“The Israelites were hardly civilized before the time of 
Samuel and David I. e. 1000 B. o. J, and not ready to write 
books for a century or two later.” / The Israelites were not 


In helping them Mr. 


accustomed to writing in those early days ” (pages 52, 58). 

** We proceed to pass judgment upon the doctrin of the 
prophets regarding Yahveh’s rewards and punishments. 
While paying homage.to the earnestness of the prophets’ 
conception of the righteousness of Yahveh, we must posi- 
tivly deny its truth” (Prophets, page 354). 

The representations of the propheta and prophecy in the 
narrativs of the Old Testament is not historical” (page 404). 

The priestly and prophetic historians agree in this, that 
history is for them a means, not an end; and that they thus 
hav no scruple in allowing their own convictions and wishes 
to exercise an influence on their representations of the past” 
(page 436). 

Its [New Testament's] judgment concerning the origin 
and nature of the prophetical expectations, and concerning 
their relation to the historical reality, may be regarded as 
diametrically opposed to ours” (page 448). 

„When we compare Christianity as it presents itself to us 
in the founder and in the first preacher of his gospel, with 
the predictions of the Old Testament, it becomes at once evi- 
dent that they do not agree fully and literally. There is no 
similarity and conformity between prophecy and issue” 
(page 499). 

We must either cast aside as worthless our dearly bought 
scientific method, or must forever cease to acknowledge the 
authority of the New Testament in the domain of the exe- 
gesis of the Old. Without hesitation we ohocee the latter” 
(page. 487). 

“The New Testament Christ is another than the messiah 
of the Old Testament” (page 510). 

In the estimation of his contemporaries and earliest dis- 
ciples Jesus was a prophet, preëminently the prophet” 
(page 515). 

„They (i. e., Jesus and the New 'Testament writers) found 
in scripture what it did not contain, or what at most existed 
there in germ ” (page 544). 

Professor Curtiss, in his summing up of what the 
higher criticism affirms concerning the Pentateuch, 
says : 

** The present consensus of criticism regarding the Penta- 
teuch, or, rather, Hexateuch, including Joshua, is substan- 
tially as follows: The work is made up of at least four 
different documents, two of which are clearly marked in 
Genesis by the use of the divine names, but especially by 
differences in style and mode of religious representation. 
The critics affirm that the style of the Jehovist, as he is called, 
can be clearly distinguished from that of the writer in 
the Priest’s Code, who has a predilection for numbers and 
for repetition, such as * the fruit-tree bearing fruit after its 
kind,’ ‘ beast of the earth after its kind,’ etc. 

„There is one. book of the Pentateuch (Deuteronomy) 
where the priests are designated as Levitical, but never as 
the sons of Aaron. In the same book Jerusalem is specified 
as the place where God should be worshiped, as the critics 
claim, in opposition to the custom of worshiping him on 
the high places. 

The critics who belong to the school of Wellhausen 
claim that the oldest combined document was the Jehovistic, 
which was a fusion of the works of the Jehovist and second 
Elohist, the second the Deuteronomic, the third the Code of 
Holiness in Leviticus, and the fourth the Priest’s Code. 
They show how, in the time, place, mode of worship, and in 
the priesthood, we hav development. 

** While there is much diversity among the criticsas to the 
age and the succession of the documents, there is substan- 
tial accord among them as to the analysis of them. 

** All are agreed, too, that the Old Testament history, so 
far as we can follow it, except inithose parts of Joshua which 
are claimed to emanate from the priestly writer, and in 
Chronicles, which is written entirely from his standpoint, 
affords no evidence of the existence of the Pentateuch as 
a whole before the time of the exile. 

** The Pentateuch, except Genesis, is regarded as made up 
of several codes of laws. The incidents in connection with 
these codes are designed to giv the concrete examples of the 
application of these laws. 

„The critics argue that the old Mosaic laws were revised 
according to the existing needs of later times, and that the 
Israelitish law-book, like all other law-books, was a 
growth.” 

Some of the conclusions regarding others of the 
remaining books of the Old Testament set forth by 
Professor Ourtiss are that the Psalms are not by 
David and that Job never wrote the book bearing his 
name. The consensus of criticism,” he says, “is 
that Job is as truly fictitious as the parable of the 
Prophet Nathan about the ewe lamb (2 Sam. xii, 1-6), 
and of Obrist about the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 
xvi, 20-31).” Solomon’s Song, too, “is in the same 
connection. The traditional view of this is that it 
is an allegory.” The authorship of Ecclesiastes 
is also taken from Solomon. Obhronicles is of course 
made anonymous, and the book of Daniel a produc- 
tion of only a century or two before Ohristi. Asa 
result of this disoussion Professor Ourtiss finds the 
Old Testament history far from trustworthy. He 
says: “The Old Testament, in the view of the 
oritios, cannot be considered infallible, nor can the 
traditions regarding its authorehip and the time 
when different books were composed be considered 
trustworthy when in conflict with other evidence, 
Neither the testimony of the Talmud, nor even of 
the New Testament, is regarded as final in this 


matter. Such a conclusion is very disappointing. . 
It is naturally our desire to feel that the form . 
of revelation is absolutely perfect, that the ultimate 
science and history of the Bible will be found to be 
exact, and that each prediction down to the minutest 
details will hav an exact fulfillment. This is natu- 
rally our theory regarding scripture; but here as 
everywhere else it is a question of fact. After start- 
ing with the presupposition of the supernatural and 
the miraculous, we cannot adopt canons of oriticism 
in' the interpretation of scripture which would be 
considered as evasions, subterfuges and apologies i in 
the treatment of any other book.” 

Professor Osgood's reply to these statements ig 
that of the small boy—“ You're another.” He says 
their method is unscientific, because “In the Bible 
God is asserted to be the principal narrator. 
Egyptology and Assyriology hav risen up from the 
dust and the dead to show to us that the facts would 
not hav been out of time or place as they are narrated. 
The wonderful effects recorded in the Bible are by 
it assigned to a competent, sufficient cause, to God 
himself. It cannot be denied that omnipotence 
could work such miracles, if it saw fit.“ But as this 
is a resort to mere faith it throws no light upon the 
subject and certainly does not invalidate a single 
statement made by the higher oritios. It is not for 
them to prove that God could not do these things, but 
for those who assert them to prove (1) that there is a 
God; and (2) that he did do them. Until the lower 
oritios grapple these questions squarely they are not 
in court. But, as we said, when the two schoola of 
critios get through with each other the Bible will be 
considerably smaller than at present. | 


— 2-1-2 —— 
The Decision in Mr. King's Case. 

Judge E. S. Hammond, district United States 
judge sitting at Memphis, Tenn., has handed down 
his decision in the cage of R. M. King, the Seventh 
Day Adventist, who was convicted a year ago of 
Sabbath-bresking by plowing on Sunday in Obion 
county. Mr. King appealed to the supreme court, 
and the sentence was affirmed. Then the Adventists 
and National Religious Liberty Association took up 
the case. Don M. Dickinson was engaged as 
counsel, and the case was taken to the federal 
court last November on a writ of habeas corpus, the 
contention being that the conviction was contrary to 
the bill of rights of Tennessee and the Constitution 
of the United States, and that the defendant was 
held prisoner by the sheriff withoat due process of 
law. The application was argued several months 
ago, and Judge Hammond has had it under advise. 
ment ever since. The defendant is remanded back 
to the custody of the sheriff to pay the fiue or serve 
the time in lieu, according to the sentence, 

Only the merest outline of the opinion has reached 
the public, but it appears to be in keeping with 
other United States court decisions that the United 
States Constitutions! amendments are binding on 
Congress only, and not upon state legislatures, for 
Sunday laws are purely aud simply religious legisla- 
tion, sustained on that ground only, and this decision 
it is said is based upon the fact that King was con- 
vioted under due process of Tennessee law, and it is 
not in the provinces of the federal court to review 
the case. The judge says that it is not necessary to 
maintain that to violate the Sunday observance 
custom shall be of itself immoral to make it criminal 
in the eyes of the law. It may be harmless in itself 
because, as the petitioner believes, God has not set 
apart that day for rest and holiness to work Sunday, 
and yet, if man has set it apart in due form by his 
law for rest, it must be obeyed as man’s law if not as 
God's law. By this, it is seen, sny legislature can 
establish religious holydays, enforce their observ- 
ance, and the United States courts afford no redress. 
We do not believe this is good law; it certainly is 
monstrously unjust. 

In one of his decisions Ohiet justice Cooley said 
on the subject of religious legislation: “The Jew 
who is forced to respect the first day of the week 
when his conscience requires of him the observance 
of the seventh also, may plausibly urge that the law 
discriminates againet his religion, and by forcing him 
to keep a second Sabbath in each week, unjustly, 
though by indirection, punishes him for his belief.” 
This applies to the Seventh Day Adventist and the 
Infidel ag well as to the Jew, and if the Constitutional 
amendment has no force in the states it ought to be 
amended again. We hope the Adventists will carry 
the case still higher. 
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Even a Last Year’s Bird’s Nest. 
-Horronvitte, Wis., July 13, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed find $5, for which send me TRR 
Truru SRK RR for two years. Accept thanks for the copy 
of Tax TaurH SRK ER of Oct. 4, 1890. I am glad to receive 
anything in line of Freethought. I would accept a last 
year’s bird’s nest if its bearing was in that line. 
Respectfully yours, Ww. Jongs. 


John Peck Again, 
SALMON Orry, July 14, 1891. 
MR. Eprror: Inclosed find $5 to apply on my subscrip 
tion. Tae TRUTH SxREKRR is excellent in every respect. 
John Peck is my ideal writer. He givs sledge-hammer blows 
that count. We need a number of small and short tracts of 
his style, that will expose the heinous doings of the Chris- 
tian church. The reason I Say short ” is, people will read 
short articles when they will not long ones. 
Yours fos Universal Mental Liberty, L. C. GEERTSON. 


A Venerable Well-Wisher. . 

WATERLOO, N. Y., June 8, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: I send you the subscription for 1892. I 
would be glad to send you ten times that amount did my 
condition permit, but the weight of eighty-five years, with 
many accidents to break up the organization, leaves but little 
chance to do much for myself or others. Yet I am as desir- 
ous the good work in which you are engaged should go on 
and prosper as I ever was, and I hope, ay, I do hope, your 
patrons may respond so heartily that it will free you from 
all embarrassment. With good wishes and kindest regards, 

I am, as ever, Ever yours, . Henry Bonnett. 


Help to the Cause. 
' Aspen, COL., July 14, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed please find $6 50 83 for the 
grand and noble TRUTH BERKER; $1 to help sustain the 
pictures; $2 for the Pictorial Text-Book ;” 25 cents for 
the TRUTH ÑEEKER ANNUAL; and 25 cents for postage on 
** Text-book” and ANNUAL. 

There seems to bea stagnation in business all over the 
country. I hav lived in hopes for many years, and still do, 
that I will realize something in mining, so that Ican do some 
material good for the Liberal cause. . 

Wishing you and all admirers of the grand old TRurn 
BERKER a long life and prosperity, including Mr. Heston (he 
is a brick), Faithfully yours, JOEN ExdST ROM. 


Anti- Prohibition. 
Nonrork, Nes., July 17, 1891. 

NIX. Enrroz: I see your readers are whacking away at 
one another. Some are going to liv forever; others are tak- 
ing the short route to liv forever no more. I am an Agnos- 
tic. I do not know. Nor do Icare; as long as I hav good 
health I want to liv right along. Then, again, there are 
others that are crazy on Prohibition. They will hav persons 
to eat and drink as they do or bust.” We hav a village of 
about four thousand inhabitants. We hav eleven saloons, 


each paying $1,000 per year license, and no drunkards except 


those coming from temperance states, working in the beet' 
fields. We hav the largest and best beet sugar factory in the 
world, and will build another of the same size next year. S x 
thousand acres will be planted to beets next spring. How 
is that for whisky? Wedo not want any reformed drunk- 
ards here. We want the genuin. They giv the best exam- 
ple. They are worth a hundred temperance lectures. 

Jons GRIdER. 


-Counsel from Age. 
FusxsTowx, Mo., July 4, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: As to the paper I hav no Suggestions to 
offer at present. I am interested most in the total separa. 
tion of church and state, and the destruction of superstition 
and priestcraft. Iam not so much interested in the discus- 


sion going on in the paper on the subject of Spiritualism. - 


And yet I hav a very friendly feeling for Spiritualists; they 
are good Liberals. I was rejoiced to see the predicament 
you placed our holy postmaster-general in, and hope the 
matter can be pressed until the bigots can be brought to a 
sense of justice. 

Iam now in my 1 8b Sens year. I hav taken the 
paper so long that I cannot well do without it. I must say 
I am very much in favor of Heston and the pictures. They 
certainly add much to the interest and value of the paper. 
But I hav had, and still hav, no fault to find with the paper 
as it is. Go on with the good work. I am with you to the 
extent of my ability. BAMUEL Gantz. 


Kind Advice, 
, BroowpALx, O., July 9, 1891. 

MR. Eprron: Taz Terura SRRKRR comes pretty well up 
to my notions of fearless and bold expressions, and being & 
journal of ‘‘ Freethought and Reform," the variety of sub- 
jects might be multiplied and cover too much space, but 
being principally opposed to all ancient and antiquated forms 
of worship and creeds and for the discussion of any questions 
bearing on the above, it does very well. It would be a little 
selfish and illiberal to say we could do with less Spiritualism 
and hypnotism. I would say that, being chiefly anti-orthodox 
or opposed to a ancient forms of worship, and for the dis- 
semination of Freethought, let Taz TRUTH SEEKER stick to 
the text and giv us all there is to be said on that score. Tell 
us what the church round the world is doing and what she 
is not doing; any scientific news; all or any news about 
our great men, Colonel Robert always counted in, and what 
he has to say; and perhaps an occasional article on any of 
the other subjects. Take it right through, I think Tue 


TrurH SEEKER already answers or comports with what I hav 
outlined. Yours, etc., . C. C. GEEMANN. 


Unfortunate. : 

: Sanquorr, July 8, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: Iam highly pleased with the management 

of THz TRUTH SREKRR. It is a bold and fearless sheet, and 

deals deathblows at priesteraft and popular superstition, 


and gently leads the sincere inquirer after truth safely along f 


the pathway of knowledge, truth, and wisdom. And may 
it ever continue to prosper. and shine, a star of the first mag- 
nitude, along the pathway of sincere inquirers after truth. 
But it is with feeliogs of inexpressible sorrow and sadness 
that environments mightier than myself compel me to 
order & stop for a while of the weekly visit of the glo- 
rious TRUTH BzEKER. I cannot pay for it. I am seventy 
years old in October next; poor in this world's wealth, yes, 
poor as the (so-called) Jesus Christ was when he said he 
“ had not where to lay his head.” But I am supremely rich 
in those imperishable treasures which I hav gained from the 
truthful teachings of Taz Terora SEEKER, namely, knowl. 
edge, wisdom, and goodness, which through the almighty 
power of evolution will go with me through the last chem- 
ical change (death so. called), and travel by my side through- 
out the mighty roll of a never-ending eternity. 


Yours very sincerely, J. P. Suara. 


Warned Against the Day of Wrath. 
Loox»ozr, N. Y., July 1, 1891. 

Mz. Enitor: I hav been a constant reader of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER from its initia] number until the present. I think if 
you take the trouble to examin you will flnd my name among 
the first patrons of your Infidel paper. Bennett was the 
king of Infidels since the days of Thomas Paine and Vol- 
taire, while you in your feeble, inefficient way are doing 
your best to travel in their footsteps. Ihav been waiting a 
long time hoping to see some signs of contrition, but your 
hard heart still continues to grow harder. I am forced to 
believe that nothing but a special miracle will ever cause 
you to change your course in sin and cussedness. I fear the 
good God will knock you down, strike you blind, take away 
your appetite for three days, and call to you from heaven to 
repent, even as he did to that prince of apostles, the blessed 
St. Paul. And those ridiculous, coarse, and unrefined pict- 
ures by Heston of the saints and prophets of blessed memory 
who were the salt of the earth of olden times! Let me 
‘warn you both that they who stiffen their necks and harden 
their hearts against reproof shall suddenly be cut off and 
that without remedy. But as I am always in the habit of 
reading on all sides from the worst, and I consider your 
paper the most daring in blasphemy to the best, I inclose 
check to renew my subscription for two years. Hoping 
that you will become a better and a wiser man, I am, 

Your sincere friend, 18440 ALLEN. 


Let Religion, the Chief Evil, be the Chief Subject. 

BurrALOo VALLEY, TENN., July 21, 1891. 
Mr. EprroR: I hav been a subscriber to your valuable 
paper forfour months, and I can say that I think it the best 
paper published in the United States. It is doing more to 
clear the mind of superstition than any other paper that I 
can think of. The paper is my ideal. It is good enough as 
it is. I would suggest, as religion, or the Christian Bible, 
has bred more dishonesty than all other topics, that you let 
that be the chief subject. I am surrounded with Christian 
churches, and I hav shown the picture of Elisha and his two 
she-bears to some of them, and I must say that, to my 
surprise, some would say that they could not believe that 
God had anything to do with it. So go on, grand old 
Truro SEEKER. May you find your way to every home 
in the world, and clear that home of the filth that Holy 
John thinks will keep him as postmaster-general If I 
understand the English language, in the last chapter of 
Bt. John, twenty.fifth verse, you will find the biggest lie 
ever told: * And there are aleo many other things which 
Jesus did, the which if they should be written every one, 
I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the 
books that should be written.” How in the name of 
common sense can any man or woman believe such & 
thing, even with brains enough to make an ant a mess? 
Rend me, when ready, Heston's pictures, and such litera. 
ture as you think proper for me to hand to superstitious 

Christians. ` M. BARTLETT. 


Bible Immoralities. 
BEATTLE, Wasan., July 15, 1891. 

Mz. Eniroz: You will find inclosed $5, for which I would 
like the books below named; the balance, $2 25, is for 
the pictures of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. My having been a con. 
stant reader of your paper for the past three years is sufü- 
cient. proof that I admire your efforts and mode in seeking 
for the truth. However, Iam sorry to say, we are unable 
to present these truths to the Christian world. Christians 
are too prejudiced to read but one side, and I dare say many 
fail even to'do that. They do not realize the effect that one- 
sided, false training has on the child. Sunday-school 
children are taught by their teachers that the good little 
children are those who attend Sunday-school, thus. making 
them prejudiced against the good found outside. In Deut. 
xiv, 21, the Lord is made to speak to a grown-up special 
class in a way that leads one to think that the Lord, like 
some people to-day, is extremely partial. He is represented 
as telling his chosen people not to eat of anything that 
dieth of itself: ** Thou shalt giv it unto the stranger that is 
in thy gates that he may eat it, or thou mayest sell it to an 
alien ; for thou art a holy people unto the Lord thy God.” 
*Tis true such inhuman teachings do not, to a great extent, 
affect more than a few, but-I would advise those who think 
such teachings hav no bad effect to examin the criminal 
records of the world. Also the twenty-sixth verse of the same 


chapter imparts an immoral and intemperate lesson which 
is being practiced by many to-day. When will the people 
see the Pimple truth ? J Ax T. PARKER. 


A Brush with Pietists. 
Harmony, Ixn., July 10, 1891. 

Mr. Enrroꝝ: From general gossip, Holy John has got 
about all he can break off just now. 

We had a Fourth of July picnic at Harmony, under the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Professor Basset, of 
Greencastle, delivered the oration, and it was a good one. 
Commencing at the foundation of the government, he went 
on to eulogize it; dwelt particularly on the arts and sciences, 
showing the improvements and patents; said we hav the 
best education, best machinery, and finest mechanics in the 
world, etc., but he failed to giv the Bible one syllable of 
credit for all this. I would hav liked to say, it is because 
there is more Infidelity in the United States than in any other 
nation in the world. 

A few days ago four theological cranks jumped me about 
a remark I made about the soul or spirit. J asked them 
which was first, the soul or spirit, or the body. They said 
the soul, and the body grew up or around it. Said I: Thank 
you, gentlemen, for the suggestion. That reminds me of 
the Irishman’s plan for making cannon. Says Jim to Pat, 
Pat, how do they get the hole in the cannon? Och, ye 
8palpeen, they make the hole first, thin put the iron round 
it.“ There is as much gense in the one as the other." That 
raised a little fog. I gad, “ Bing the doxology. I'll see you 
again.” I hav seen them, but it seems my harness does not 
fit them, and they balk. 

Giv it them, Heston! 
the old TRUTH BRK RR 


Let the tiger loose! Long liv 
Jussm MAURER. 


Lonely for Liheral Association, 
Canning, Nova Sooria, June 23, 1891. 

Mr. EDITOR : I hav been trying to find some subscribers, 
but find it uphill work in a place like this. Canning is a 
village of six hundred inhabitants. It has some four 
churches, and several more within a radius of four miles. 
Most denominations are represented, so you can see plainly 
why it is so hard to send you any subscribers. There are 
lots of meu. who will talk reasonably to me and indorse 
quite all I say in private but are afraid to let it be known. 
I came here some twenty years ago, and at that time it was 
even worse than now, for they were going to hav me taken 
up for playing fast music on the Sabbath; but that idea has 
exploded now, for some of them will stop now on their way 
to church to hear a hornpipe if I happen to be playing one 
on Sunday morning. I hav it all my own way now. None 
of the ministers care to hav an encounter with me. They 
are compelled, however, to say, Well, the old man Baxter 
is no hypocrit, and 1 would take his word for anything, but 
oh, he is such an Infidel!” . This they hav thrown up to my 
children, but when I told them that was just what suited 
me my children did not feel bad about it. I often wish I 
lived in a place where I could associate with men like those 
that write in Toe TrorH SxzzkzR—for instance, John Peck. 
His article on the Exposition in Chicago in the last. TRUTH 
BxxxxR suits me to a charm. As for the policy of the paper, 
it is none too strong for me. You hav got to meet those 
Christians on their own ground and fight them with their 
own weapons. I like your paper very much, and shall con- 
tinue to take it and do what I can here for the cause, but it 
cannot be much. 

1 send $1, part for the TRUTRH SEEKER ANNUAL, the balance 
you can send me in whatever you like, and any tracts or 
papers you see fit to send I will do my best to distribute. 

Wishing Taz Teora Szexezr and all other Liberal papers 
every success, and hoping at some time to contribute some- 
thing more useful to it, I am, pg 

Yours very sincerely, A. B. BAXTER. 
A Bright Future Anticipated, 
Mies Crry, Mont., July 20, 1891. 

Mn. Eprror: Inclosed find $2 50, for which send nie the 
„Pictorial Text-Book ;” also a copy of Tak TRUTH BEEKER 
for June 20th with the picture of the troubles of a thankful 
man, to send East. I was raised a strict Presbyterian, and 
at one time I thought the Christian doctrin must be true 
because so many believed it. But finally I began to think 
about this subject, and before I read any Freethought litera- 
ture reason would not permit me to accept the Christian 
scheme as truth. The prevalence of the Christian belief is 
easily accounted for by ignorance and fear, and when one 
considers the powerful influence that is brought to bear on 
the young. We are taught to believe in and fear a personal 
being called God who exists somewhere, nowhere, every- 
where, and nobody knows where, and that we are continu- 
ally in danger of being consigned to everlasting torture by 
that eternal tyrant.” We are taught to be afraid of his 
hell, and believe in his heaven, and in another personal being 
called the devil (who is vested with equally as much if not 
more power than their God, for according to the Bible, if 
that is any proof, the devil gets the large majority of the 
human race for his place of abode). He also exists in the 
same place as their God, wherever that is—I will leave for 
some Christian to answer. I believe I hear reason aaserting 
that the truth is, they exist only in the imagination. This 
Christian belief is instilled in the very depths of our minds 
from infancy up to Manhood and womanhood as the one 
important truth above all others, and thousands of dollars 
are annually spent in the propagation of that belief. Ts it 
at all strange that so many cling to that Christian belief with 
the grip of a handshaking preacher and the tenacity of an 
octopus? I went to church not long ago and there were less 
than twenty people there; the preacher waited and delayed 
his sermon for the pews to fill up, but in vain, and at last 
arose with a woebegone countenance and proceeded to 
thank the Lord his ‘‘ troubles Were no worse." If all those 
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lazy, 8mooth-tongued preachers could only be made to go to 
work and earn an honest living, what a blessing would be 
conferred upon humanity. I find a great many Freethinkers 
in the clear, bracing air of Montana, and believe Liberalism 
is advancing rapidly, and I hope there will be more Inger- 
solla to help free this great American land from the dark 
cloud of ignorance and superstition—which science is help- 
ing dissolve as fast as possible. When people will use their 
reason and learn to accept the clear, plain truth as it is, 
then, I believe, the world will advance and be a brighter 
place of abode for the great mass of humanity, who will be 
made happier and will advance in proportion as they use 
their reason. Who knows what will be the limit of their 
capabilities ? 
C. E. Wzxsr, telegraph line repairer and Infidel. 


Hygienic Therapeutics. 

s CAMP ALAMO, L. C., July 9, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: We are often amazed at the raids made on 
the medical profession as a whole, denouncing doctors of all 
schools as humbugs and villains of the deepest dye, as 
if all medical doctors were of the regular school and were 
opposed to the spread of knowledge, the welfare of the 
people, ete. Now, for the benefit of the boy and girl readers 
of Tue TRUTH BEEKER I propose to state a few facts. 

That there is a class of doctors who call themselvs regu- 
lars, who would stay the progress of medical science and 
speculate on the ills that afflict humanity, is too well known 
to need reiterating; but to place all doctors under that head 
is just as absurd and as far from truth as the assertion often 
made by Christians that all the crimes committed are com- 

mitted by Infidels, such as Robert G. Ingersoll.” I will ask 
all candid readers te re-read the third paragraph of Mr. 
Shepherd’s article, and view it through a microscope, com- 
pare it with the books and periodicals of the day on hygeian 
rational therapeutics, etc., and tell us, O ye gods—truth 
geekers, or whoever can solve the vexing problem—how can 
any reader of Taz TRUTH BEEKER make a statement so far 
from truth. 

Galen is the first on record to hav made any discovery of 
note after the establishment of the allopathic system, which 

system I consider has done more harm than good. Contrairi 
contraris curantur is an abominable theory that is gradually 
going out of favor as a basis for a system of medical science. 

For the benefit of those who do not know that there has 
been any advance in medical science since the allopathic 
system was founded, we will introduce Dr. Trall, who was 
a graduate of an allopathic medical school, who studied 
medicin from an honest scientific standpoint, with a view 
to regaining his own health; but failing, on the allopathic 
system, his fertil brain formulated a hygienic system of 
therapeutics—founded a medical school, was professor of 
therapeutics, for as much as thirty years. I will just giv 
some of the principles of the hygienic system of thera- 
peutics. All healing power is inherent in the living sys- 
tem. There is no curativ virtue in medicins nor in anything 
outside of the living organism. Disease is not, as is com- 
monly supposed, an enemy at war with the vital organism, 
but a condition—a remedial effort—to be directed and 
regulated. The business of the physician is to assist nature, 
not to administer poison. Nature's materia medica consists 
of air, light, temperature, electricity, magnetism, exercise, 
rest, food, drink, bathing, sleep, clothing, passional influ. 
ence, conditions for cheerfulness, and mechanical or surgical 
appliances. . , . 

The true healing art consists in supplying whatever of the 
above the system needs, and thus assisting nature. The 
Hygeio Therapeutic Medical School was in running order at 
least forty years, graduating students at the rate of from 
thirty to fifty annually. Besides, there are many graduates 
of the allopath schools whose common sense leads them to 
practice and teach a rational system. There are fully 
twenty-five or thirty institutions in running order in the 
United States capable of containing from fifty to two hun- 
dred patients, where the above remedial agents are employed, 
most of their proprietors publishing a periodical to dissemi- 
nate the principles of the true healing art, which are also the 
principles on which to keep well. Dr. Jackson, of Dansville, 

N. V., is one; Dr. Holbrook, No. 15 Laight street, another, 
where books and periodicals can be obtained. The Sanitary 
Publishing Company, Chicago, Ill., is another place to obtain 
literature on hygeio-therapy (besides others). 

Now, I would advise friend Shepherd to post himself 
before placing all doctors ina regular tent and firing artillery 
at them under a misnomer. l 

It is to be hoped that friend Shepherd and others who waste 
somuch space in THE TRUTH SEEKER and other journals that 
ought to contain straight truth only, will occupy some of 
their precious time in informing themselvs on the doings of 
the many worthy doctors who labor with pen and tongue to 
redeem the world from the false teachings of the so-called 
regular system. 

It is enough for Christians to shut their eyes and declare 
the sun does not shine; professed Liberalists should be better 
employed. For truth, progress, etc., in all things, 

N. A. Piox RNS, M.D. 


Such Doth the Blood of Jesus Save. 
HAuMRURd, July 26, 1891. 

MR. Eprror: On reading the sketch sent in by Martin 
Butler and publishea in THE TRUTH SEEKER of July 18th, 
headed Defects in Christian Charity," also the poem, 
They Turned Her Out in the Street,” a train of thought 
was awakened which I hav endeavored to express in the 
following poem, which, if you find it worthy of publication, 
I send for that purpose. 


And what became of the model man 
Whose promises led her astray ? 


Js he too a wanderer in the atreet, 
' Hopelessly waiting the dawn of day? 


Is he helping her bear the terrible shame ? 
Is he sharing with her the vigil of death ? 
Does the wind that froze the baby’s tears 
Chill him with its pitiless stinging breath ? 


Hav they turned him into the street with her? 
Do they sneer and scoff as he passes by? 
Is there no sheltering home for him ? 
Is he too turned into the street to die ? 


Alas, be it said to humanity’s shame, 
The pitiless hands that drag her down 
Are upholding the man who gained her love 
Only to spurn it with sneer and frown. 


Ah, she was only a child in years, 

** Her hopes were ruined, her love beguiled,” 

Yet she begged in vain for shelter and food. 
They turned her out, for she was defiled.” 


But to him they extend a friendly hand, 

And the church with open arms will receive 
The wandering sinner, now returned, 

For which their hearts so long hav grieved. 


And ‘ our dear pastor ” givs to him 
The warm right-hand of fellowship ;: 

The *' sisters” laud him to the skies ; 
Because ‘‘ he has given the devil the slip.” 


His numerous sins are all forgiven, 
His crown and harp are now assured. 
But his victim in the streets must die 
Of pain and shame, for him endured. 


O justice, loud we call thy name! 
Come, right the wrongs of this sad world, 
‘Where Christian (?) pastors turn deaf ear 
To homeless, friendless, ruined girls 


Who loved not wisely but too well” 
The idol which they set on high, 
Only to see it, shattered, fall 
And low in dust in fragments lie. 


Even Nature, with relentless force, 
Pursued the lonely friendless child. 

Death proved her only friend at last 
On that cold, stormy night so wild. 


But the winds that chilled her tender form 
And the cold that froze the baby’s tears 
Left no such sharp and bitter pain 
As did the people’s taunts and sneers. 


Kinder to her was Death than life ; 
He soothed her aching heart and brain. 
Even the baby’s tears he dried 
Sheltered them both from cold and pain. 


e Loving ? and ** trusting ” was the crime, 
Her life the penalty she gave, 
But her betrayer can go free 
For such doth **the blood of Jesus save.” 


Yours for truth, MRS. F. W. Toxpt. 


Government Can Make Money. 


i Cook, Ner., July 7, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: In a recent issue of Tas TRUTH SEEKER you 
reproduced a report of an interview of Col. R. G. Ingersoll 
from the Philadelphia Press in which the colonel is made to 
say: I want to ask this one question: If the government 
can make money, why collect taxes? Why not make what 
it needs and quit bothering the people?” With your per- 
mission, I want to ask this one question: If the government 
cannot make money, is not the law for the punishment of 
counterfeiting superfluous? Now, colonel, do we hav 
money, or what is that thing we call money? If it is beyond 
the power of government to make money, by what authority 


do we hav that which we call money? But enough; such. 


questions are too foolish, too ridiculous. And yet they are 
just as sensible as the questions you hav asked. The 
government can make money, and does make all the money 
we hav. Its power to make money is derived from the 
same source that makes of it a government, and that power 
is of all of the people. It is that which individuals cannot 
do, which by mutual agreement they all do, that constitutes 
that thing which we call government. And in this agree- 
ment we hav said it shall be the business of the government 
to „establish justice, contract alliances, establish com- 
merce," and to do all other acts and things that govern- 
ments hav aright to do. Well, the government has a right to 
protect its subjects. And we, being cognizant of this fact 
and fearing that some fellow (Colonel Ingersoll, perhaps) 
might take it into his head to make what money he 
** needs,” and by so doing get a spurious article into circula- 
tion to the great detriment of the people, declare that this 
right shall be the duty of the government, and so say, 
* Congress shall hav power to coin [make] money and 
regulate the value thereof.” 

The old barbaric notion that metal was the only material 
on which the quality of money could be impressed, was the 
father to the idea that the metal was the money. Conse- 
quently, the ignorant look upon the matter that bears the 
impress of money and with their wonderful powers of 
reasoning exclaim, The government can't“ make that. 
Why, of course not. Any fool ought to know that the 
government cannot make matter, and every fool ought to 
know that matter is 20 money. It is that which is imparted 
to the matter by law that is money. Perhaps all law, to 
some one or another, may seem arbitrary; but,as I hav 
already intimated, it is a surrendering of individual rights 
in part that is formulated into the compact or agreement 
that can be properly called government, ‘‘in order to form 
a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic 
tranquillity, provide for the. common defense, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to our- 


selvs and our posterity.” We hav consented that the right 
to make money shall be the right of the government, and 
not the right of any individual or any corporation of indi. 
viduals. Now, here we find cause for complaint. 'The 
servants who hav been elected to do the business of the. 
government hav been farming out to corporations that right 
which belongs exclusivly to the government, and by their 
80 doing they hav produced a system of finance that is not 
conduciv to the general welfare of all the people. Contrary 
to every principle that was entered into by the compact they 
hav built up a financial system that has been more destructiv 
to the interest of the farmers and producers than worms and 
bugs, cyclones and hailstorms, hog cholera and drouths ; 
and the colonel seems to scorn the idea of the farmers and 
laborers going into conference together to see if there is not 
some way to get the government back where justice can be 
again established. . 

But why this worry about taxes? Ought not the govern- 
ment to receive pay for its work as well as an individual? 
Surely the colonel is not so stupid as to think the government 
can work for nothing and board itself and liv any more than 
he can. And for the government to. make all the money it 
needs without taxing the people is, to say the least, original 
with the colonel, and calls to mind the scriptural injunction, 
Answer a fool according to his folly.” That is: You say 
the government cannot make money; that being the case, 
individuals must; so why don’t you make what you need 
and quit charging your clients ? 

Money, being an invention for the purpose of representing 
products and facilitating the exchange of such products, can 
not be made to perform that part in the exchange of products 
and the economy of government without possessing a 
quality that we know that nothing else does or can possess, 
and it is that which makes it money. Now, solving this 
problem will show just what money is. The power to pay 
debt—this is money. Whether that debt be public or 
private, & money must, to be a true money, cancel every 
obligation, and it is only the right that government has that 
does or can giv to it that power. Now, what is the best 
thing to use to represent products and perform this duty? 
Will anyone tell me the value of a dollar? Is there any pos- 
sible way of knowing? If there is anyone living that does 
know the exact value of a dollar and will divulge the secret, 
I will pledge to giv $100 for the knowledge. 'The power of 
the government to regulate and fix a value thereof does not 
mean, a8 many people believe, that it has the power to fix a 
certain value to any product, for if it does possess this 
power and can fix the value of one product it can and 
Should fix the value of every other product, so that one 
product would hav no advantage over another. And so of 
price. If Congress has the power to fix the price of gold, 
which isa product just as much as anything else produced 
by labor, and say that twenty-eight and eight-tenths grains 
shall be worth $1, it certainly has the power to fixa certain 


-weight of iron, lead, coal, cotton, rice, wheat, potatoes, etc., 


and say, that shall be sold for $1 also. But Congress pos- 
gesses no such power. It is a usurper, and goes beyond the 
rights granted. If the government has the right to say that 
twenty-five and eight-tenths grains gold shall sell for $1, it has 
the right to say ten, fifty, or five hundred grains shall sell for 
$lalso. But this kind of value has no part or function of 
money; has nothing whatever to do with the value of money. 
All the value that money does hav or can hav is its value 
made by law. Any product can be used in making money, 
but the value of the product used, whether it be more or 
less, adds nothing to its legal or money value. This being 
true (and I hold that nobody can show that it is not), then for 
the general welfare,” that all may be protected by this 
legal thing called money, no product should be used in the 
making or the impressing of this legal quality thereon that 
possesses any other value that might affect in any way its 
value as money. Now, colonel, suppose you were the one 
employed to do this work. If you are not too dull, try to 
catch this idea. It is for the people this government is 
working, for while making their money, it enables them to 
facilitate exchange, to establish commerce" and promote 
the general welfare.“ These are some of the benefits to be 
derived, and the government has no power to make money 
to pay itself, only to make the people’s money, that they may 
and can pay all debts public and private, and that this ex- 
pense may be equally divided among all the people, each 
paying his just proportion for services rendered by the 
government. The right to lay and collect tax” is a 
governmental right, and thus you are enabled to do the work 
of the government and liv, because you get through tax this 
legal thing money for your labor. 

Now, the most grievous error in regard to money is this. I 
am living in a farming district a thousand|miles away from any 
gold mines. I am producing values a thousand times more 
beneficial in continuing human life than the product gold. 
I hav this debt to settle, and the law says: *' You cannot 
make settlement with that which you hav produced. You 
must go to the mines, to the gold mines, a thousand miles 
away, and procure gold, and then hav the money quality 
impressed upon it, before settlement can be made.” But I 
say: I cannot do this. I want to pay with the products of 
my own labor.” But the law says, No.” I want to know 
why, and the only answer that can be given is that some 
tyrant who wants to get my products for less than they can 
be produced has said that gold is the only possible real 
money.” And through this damnable gold robbing money 
system the real wealth-producers of the world are being 
swindled and robbed by a set of thieves who hav less honor 
and principle than the veriest villain that ever ‘‘ scuttled 
ship or cut a throat.” And to think that intelligent men 
would aid and abet these scoundrels by misinterpreting the 
plain letter of the compact that has been entered into to 
secure the blessings of liberty and equality, is beyond my 
comprehension. Respectfully, W. P. BROOKS. 
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of November, when the earth passes through 
it. We are there only on that day, and can 
only see it then; but the swarm is years in 
all getting by, and so we may pass into 
successiv portions of it on the anniversary of 
the same day for years to come.” 

It looks to us as if the little stars might Lit 


Thus, by placing your whole forefinger around 
the middle of the glass, you can make the 
cross turn at will, as if by magic, without 
touching it at all. 

This experiment demonstrates the exist- 
ence of what are called, in the science of 


—1 = 5 = 
Eivolution Series. 
—0— i 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution . 
in Science and Art. 


„Between the dark and the daylight, 
Whenthe night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Abraham Lincoln. 


When the dark olouds of rebellion 
Lowered above the nation’s flag— 
When that banner was insulted 
As & vile, dishonored rag 


together and run in:o each other, but really 
they are more than ten miles apart. Imagin 
two cherry-seeds flying through the air ten 
miles apart, and you will see their chances of 
hitting each other are almost inconceivable— 
to each grain there are nearly ten million 
cubic miles of void space." 

Small as each little meteor is, yet they 
come so thick and fast as to add probably 
one hundred tons a day to the weight of the 


sonorous bodies. 


cannot rest.—JVew York World. 
— 


Correspondence. 


acoustics, the nodes or knots of vibration in 
These nodes are the four 
points on the rim of the glass at which the 
arms of the cross stop. The ventral spaces 
between these points are where the sound 
vibration is the strongest, and where, con- 
sequently, the branches of the cardboard 


No. 1.—Alfred Russell Wallace, by Edward D. 
Cope, Ph.D.; with portrait. ex 

0. 2,—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man; with portrait. 
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Prooror, Mo., July 18, 1891. 

Mies Susan H. Wrxon: This is my second 
letter to the Corner. But it has been so long 
I was almost afraid to try again, but I took 
courage once more. 

Our town is quite small—just two stores, a 
blacksmith’s shop, and six dwelling-houses ; 
but it is a pleasant place. We liv on a hill- 
side with some flowers, and wild birds, which 
sing around us. 

I am not going to school now, for school is 
out, but will begin again in September. I 
shall study at home, for my teacher is a very 
good church-member and she has no use for 
me, as my parents do not belong to the church. 
I hav two brothers: Blake, who is twenty, 
and Harry, who is ten, and my age I will not 
tell, but youcan judge by my letter that I am 


Mighty Lincoln ruled the tempest, 
Cleared the threatening clouds away, 
Placed that banner in its glory. 
Where it proudly floats to-day. 


When the blighting curse of slavery 
Held the éolored race in chains; 
When the cruel whip resounded, 
While inflicting bitter pains, 
Great, noble-hearted Lincoln 
Proudly grasped his mighty pen, 
And four million fettered children 
Bresthed Freedom’s air again. 


His lofty mind was orowded 
With thoughts of work undone, 

And fate’s hand often pointed 
To the setting of the sun. 

But guid: d by a star of hope, 
And conscious of the right, * 


which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot: Tail to make them interesting to even the 
ual reader. ey supply a popular . 

The price of each is 50 cents in cloth. indc 


“WHY” 
I specially want 600 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. ' 


earth—thirty.six thousand five hundred tons 
a year. They are, as a rule, dissipated— 
turned into gaseous matter—from fifty to 
seventy miles in the upper air above the 
clouds, and come down in the form of a very 
fine, invisible dust from far above the highest 
clouds. Many of the large meteoric stones 
that fall to the earth are red-hot, and others 
are stone.cold. : 

The heat is caused by the force with which 
the stone strikes the atmosphere, and the 
speed with which it is rushed through it, and 
consequently, when a large stone explodes 
on its way and falls in different pieces, the 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
. Snowville, Ya. 


WATER OF LIFE 
Is Doing Wonders in Curling the Sick. 


He pushed ahead and heralded 
The dawning of the light. 


Just as the day was breaking, 
And sweet peace again returned, 
When the nation was rejoicing 
At the triumph nobly earned, 
This noble-hearted savior, 
After all thoee trying years, 
Fell by the flendish coward, 
And the nation was in tears. 
Gro. J. REMBBURG. 
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Meteors or Falling Stars. 


Who does not admire shooting or falling 
stars, and wonder what they are and whence 
they come? 

Many suggestions, explanations, and sur- 
mises hav from time to time been put forth 
concerning them. : 

„According to Moslem tradition, the evil 
genii are accustomed to fly at night up to the 
confines of heaveu, in order to overhear the 
conversation of the angels, and the shooting 
stars are the fiery arrows hurled by the latter 
at their lurking foes, with so good an aim 
that, we are told, for every falling star we 
may be sure there is one spirit of evil less in 
the world.” 

In one way this is a pretty conceit, but 
would it not hav been prettier had each evil 
spirit been so impressed by angelic purity 
and perfection as to hav been regenerated 
and made gloriously good thereby ? 

But we, who do not believe in heavens, 
angels, spirits, or vengeance, must Seek some 
more reasonable solution of the meteoric 
problem. 

It now seems to be the accepted opinion of 
scientific astronomers, that the shooting or 
falling stars are fragments of some old worn. 
out, exploded, or otherwise broken-up world, 
and that those fragments were hurled into 
space with such a force as to hav been 
traveling around in an immense orbit ever 
since, and that once in about thirty-three years 
our earth crosses the main track of these 
meteors, and a8 they touch or come in con- 
tact with the atmosphere they are arrested by 
the force of the concussion and hurled from 
their orbits and fall to the earth. 

Although comparativly few of them are seen 
by us, yet it is supposed that ten million of 
these falling stars—taking the whole world 
over—fall to the earth every night. 

The great periodical thirty-three years’ 
shower will again occur in 1899. 

The most of these shooting. stars are no 
larger than a cherry-seed. They are invis- 
ible till they shine out by the light produced 
by their own fusion [melting]. Each moves 
on in its own track, but the general direction 
of the tracks is all the same. Each is an in- 
dependent planetoid, flying with a hundred 
times the speed of a rifle-bullet on its separate 
way, as far out as the orbit of Uranus, coming 
bück three times in a century to about the 
earth's distance from the sun, and repeating 
this march forever, unless it happens to strike 
the atmosphere of the earth, when there 
comes a sudden flash of fire from the contact, 
and the distinct existence of the little body, 
which may hav lasted for hundreds of thou. 
sands of years, is ended in a second. . . . 
Compare the flight of these bodies to a 
thin swarm of swift-flying birds, so immensely 
long as to be, in spite of rapid motion, several 
years in passing a given point,and whose 
line of flight is cut across by us on the 18th 


hav the ice still frozen. AUNT ELMINA. 
2-2 — 
Rule by. Love. 

Time is worth more to me than almost 
anything else, but I can spare enough to 
express astonishment that avy but a religious 
person should use any means but love and 
reason and patience with his own children or 
any other person’s. But to read that one 
person would siut his son out all night 
because he was not prompt in coming in, is 
to me a most extraordinary thing. "When 
legislators make la vs encroaching on our 
liberties we ask, Where do you get the 
authority?" Where does a parent get the 
authority to deal tyrannically with a child? 
I remember too well what bitter, hateful 
feeling filled my litile heart when as a child I 
found myself in the grasp of irresistible 
power. Nota week ago I was remonstrating 
with & father, being but a childless bachelor 
myself, about whipping his boy of three 
years, and he said there was no other way 
to get at him. The next day I heard the 
little fellow say to a companion, “I won't 
love you if you do that,” and I at once called 
the father's attention to the boy's estimation 
of love as a motiv of conduct. If it were 
beyond your power to overcome a child by 
superior strength you would not do it, nei- 
ther ought you to do it if it is in your power. 
Children ought to be disciplined and made 
to understand that there are such things as 
rules of conduct. I:isa disaster to many a 
boy's future career to grow up without any 
idea of obedience or restraint, but if you 
want him to grow up a devotee.of reason 
begin on him with reason early. I was 
eighteen years old before I suspected at all 
that my father loved me, though beneath the 
stern rules of Bibie severity his heart was 
all devotion to his children. When I saw 
that my mother was dead, the first thought 
that came to me, then & man, was that never 
in her life had she rpoken a cross word to me 
Or struck me. LIBERAL. 

Lexington, Mo. 


A Trick with a Glass of Water. 

Here is a simple and interesting little ex- 
periment enabling cne to trace sound vibra- 
tions in a glass of water. Take a fine, thin 
glass, such as will giv forth a musical sound 
if rubbed with wet fingers around the rim. 
Fill it nearly full of water, and, having wiped 
the edges dry and smooth, place upon the 
rim a cross made cf two equal strips of thin 
cardboard (an old postal card will do for the 
material), with the four ends bent down at 
right angles, so as to prevent its slipping off. 

Now if you gentiy rub the outside surface 
of the glass with a wet finger it will sing, or 
giv forth a sonorous musical note. But 
the principal phenomenon which you are to 
observe in this experiment is the following: 
If your finger rubs the glass below one of the 
ends of the cardb ard strips the cross will 
not stir; but if, on the contrary, you rub any 
other part of the glass not in a perpendicular 
line with one of the four ends of the cross, 
this latter will turn of its own accord until 
the end of the cardboard arms of the cross 
arrives at a point directly above the spot 
where you are rubbing with your finger. 


ones from the center of the meteor may be 
ice-cold instead of red-hot, just as you can 
bake ice-cream cake in a very hot oven and 


best. : 


religion; and all the people around are try- 
ing to get him to join the church. I would 
be greatly pleased to hav the boys and girls 
of the Children's Corner write to me, as I 
like to get letters. I guess I had better close, 
for if this does not find its way to the waste- 
basket, I will be surprised for once. 
Your true friend, Erra TALBOTT. 


Inpran Grove, Mo., July 22, 1891. 

Miss Susan H. WIxXOoN, Dear Friend: 
Begging your kind indulgence, we wish to 
contribute the following to the What the 
Little Ones are Saying” department of the 
Corner. 

Having returned with the family of a friend 
from church service one cold winter evening 
several years ago, we, while sitting around a 
cheerful fire, discussed the merits of Brother 
Bhelton's late effort, which, be it observed, 
was an elaborate doctrinalsermon. The con- 
versation was suddenly interrupted by little 
Ines,a bright, intelligent child of seven or 
eight summers, who exclaimed in a tone that 
clearly indicated that she, at that very 
moment, had caught an idea: ‘‘ Pa! oh, pa! 
I know who is not a gentleman.” The 
father, witb an expression of unusual interest, 
replied, Who, my dear? Who is not a 
gentleman?” ‘ Why, Brother Shelton is the 
man. You know, pa, that you said that 
gentlemen never call other people fools, and 
I heard Brother Shelton say, that if a man 
did not believe there is a God he is a fool.” 
„Oh, well, my dear, you must not be too hard 
on Brother Shelton; heisaniceman. What 
he said was quoted from the Bible.” Pa, 
does the Bible call people fools?” That is 
just what it says.“ Do you think that is 
right, pa?” Tes, it is certainly very foolish 
and absurd to affirm that there is no God. 
And it is foolish and absurd to declare that 
there isa God. The wise and prudent avoid 
both extremes by saying either, ‘I believe,’ or, 
‘I believe not, that there is a God?” It is 
safe to say that right here we caught an idea 
that has developed through subsequent 
investigation and research, culminating at 
last in clearing away the mist of superstition 
that fora time so completely obscured our 
mental horizon. Those little ones are some- 
times the most dangerous critics to be en- 
countered. W. C. WALTON. 
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8 QOMING OIVILIZATION. By Mixot J. 


Address THE TRUTH KER 00. 
2 Tafapstte Plage. Neu Tork. 


FORCE AND MATTER; 


Principles of the Natural Order 
of the Universe, With a Sys- 
tem of Moraiity Based 


Thereon. 
Bx N LUDWIG BUCHNER, M. D. 
OONTENTS : 

Force and Matter, The Fitness of Things in 
Immortality of Matter, Nature (Teleology), 
Immortality of Force, an, 
Infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Though 
Motion, Gonsclouniend; 


For Seat of the Soul, 
Immutebility of Natural Innate Ideas, 
The Idea of God, 
Upiveriality of Natural Vital Forse Continuance, 
WB, 
The Heavens, The Soul of "Brutes, 
Periods of the Oreation Free Mb 
of the Earth, ora 
Original Generation, Oonc Iw ding Observa- 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


IS THIS YOUR SOW, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


— 


** The shame itself doth call for instant 


remedy.” 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 


Religion and Social Matters. 
Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MBS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - " 75 Cents. 


V^ This book was suppressed by the fret Amer 
ioan publisher. gy 


SISTER LUCY — 
HER AWFUL DISCLOSURES, 


As to New HALL Oonvent. 
Ant a Few Words on Auricular Confession. 
Price, 10 cents. 


POSITIVIST CALENDAR. 


Each day and month of the year being named 
after the great benefactors of the race. 
whose ig portreta are given. In- : 
tituted by Aug. te. 


Oards, 11x14; ‘Printed on both pidon, 25 cents; on 
two cards, 35 cents. 


FALSE CLAIMS 


OF THE CHUROH. 


J. E. REMSBURG. 
Price, 10 cents; per dozen, 7% cents. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE. 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 


fended, and Enjoined by 
the Bible. 
By E. C. WALKER. 
10 cents. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 
A Compenp or roe NATURAL. Laws or 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
ExCOCRAN GR. 


By J. K. IxdAILIS. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Science and Theology. 
ANOIHNT AND MODERN. 
By J. A. FROUDE. 


Price, 25 Donuts. 


Ingersoll c on McGlynn. 


8c., 300. per dozen, $3 per 100. 


LAY SERMON. 


On the Labor Question. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, 5 cents ; 50 cents Per doz.; $1 for 25. 


ROBT. G. INGERSOLL’S 
OPENING. SPHEOH TO THR JURY 

in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 

graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 
Price, 10 cents. 


THE STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, 3 cents; 80 cents per dozen; $2 per 100. 


THE TRUTH OF HISTORY, 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 3 cents ; 30 cents per dozen; $2 per 100. 


Is the God of Israel the True God? 


Narrative of the Five Books of Moses, Joshua, 
Judges, and the New Testament. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Masonic Vindication of Right 


Protest AGAINST PERSEOUTION. 
By O. B. Watrrorp, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


MIRACLES 
MIRACLE-WORKERS. 


By JOHN PECK. 
Price, . ° 10 cents. 


THE 


ORDER OF CREATION. 
A DISOUSSION BETWEEN ` 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
LIN TON, , BEVILLE. 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
12mo, 178 pages, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Tele- 


|“Our Father in Heaven." 


By Onas. STEPHENSON. 
i cent; 50 cents per hundred; $3 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE 
AFTER DHATH IMPROBABLE. 


By L. R. BITH. 
10 cents. 


| WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS LY 


PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By B. F. Unprrwoop. 
Price, 10 cents, 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


The Location and. Topography of the Gar. 
) den of Eden & Fact. 


18 THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 
$5,000 REWARD. 


ISRAEL W. GROH, Author of “Is the God 
By E of israel the True God t" 
Paper, 10 cents. 


The Candie From Underthe Bast | 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,806 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - =- = «= 80cents. 


' SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 
F 


0 
THE BIBLE. 

1 4 4 PROPOSITIONS, Theological, Moral, Bis. 
torical, and Bpeoulative, each proved af- 

firmatively and nogativoly, by quotations from 

scripture, without comment; embodying the most 

palpable and striking self-contradictions of the 

so-called inspired word of God. 

By W. H. Burr. 72 pages, Price, 16 cents. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 


By A. HoLTOARK E. 


19 cents. 
Specimen of The Bible. Esther. 
By A. HorvoAkE. 


10 cents. 


Acts of The Apostles. A Farce. 


By A. HoLyvo4EE. 
10 cents. 


Price, 


Price, 


Price, 


| Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. 


Bv A. HOLYOAKE. 


Price, 10 sents. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
By M. D. Conway. 
Price, —— = 5 cents. 


EVOLUTION OF ISRAEL'S GOD. 
Bx A. L. Rawson. 
Price, - ~-  10cents. 


THE NEW AGE. 
By W. S. BELL. 
Price, - - 10 cents. 


If You Take Away My Religion 
What Will You Give Me Instead? 


Bx MARTIN. 
Price,- - - 16 centa, — — 


A PLEA FOR ATHEISM 


Bx CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 
Price. 10 cents. 


Dialogue Between a Christian Mis- 
sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Men, Women, and Gods, 


And Other Lectures, 
Br Heren H. GARDRxRR. 
With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


WOMAN: 
Her Past and Present: Her Rights aud 
Wrongs. 
By B. F. UR DER WOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


MATERIALISM: 


Irs History AND Irs INFLUENOE UPON 
Soolery. 


Bx Da. Lovis Buonnen, Author of Force and 
Matter,” etc. 
Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities, 
BY JOHN PECK. 
Price 20 cents; six copies for $1. 


Confessional: Romish and Anglican. 
An Exposé. 
Price, 80 cents. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise From. the 
Dead ? 
By SALADIN. 
Price, - - 25 Oents. 


By SALADIN. 


WIELTAE COMING MAN WORSHIP GOD? 


By B. F. Usprnwoop. 
Price, . 10 cents. 


Fer all of the above books address l 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Pl., New Tork. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 9, 1991. 


511 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


Subscription price, $3 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 


1. The Truth Beeker Annual and Freethink- 
erg" Almanac. 3 . 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. 


1—*22: DTP PPP 


8. A ror Reason. Thomas Pain „ 25 

. Age of Re: . Thomaa Paine.......... ‘ 

4. Angwors to Ohristian Questions. D. M. a 
enneli.....1.uce ce e ssacdssec’ 

5. Ohristian Absurdities. John Peok.. 20 

6. Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire.. 10 

7. Ingersoll’s Address on Bhakspere ........ 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 


Yearly subscribers will receive ail the books 
issued during the year. Bingle copies of each 
book sent. upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
ginis and a younger brother who were left parent. 
ess, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage,to make their way through the world by 
una to.Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
he narrativ is, in the main, a history of & work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 

of the rest of the world. Price 25.cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CANCER and Tumors CURED: no knife 
book free. Drs.GRATIGNY & NORRIS 
No. 163 Elm street, Cincinnati, O 
Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, aud Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of "mankind? 

. Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Eventing Ha and Charles Watts. With Profa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Qolonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 


A Reply to Father Lambert's 
“Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. ; s 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence, 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 


to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical. 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 


Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which ss the More Reasonable? 
24 pages- Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 

pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel ef. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Beli«-f and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
‘DELIVERED BEFORE THE 


New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 91, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition, 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 
ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Critical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


Contents : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's. Fall, and the Christian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agenoy, Necessity.. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lation of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So 
ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new lig find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present, 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo; cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’smagnificent 
bequort to Philadelphia by the Christian 


Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- churches and Young Mons 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover tion. 


Price, 10 cents. 


Theological Presumption: An Open By Bion. B. Westsx00x, D.D., LL. P. 


Price $1. Address THE TRUTH SXXXIR. 


Miss Wixon's Works. 


Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
12mo, 888pP., $1.25. . 


or Boys and Girls. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Superati- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free. 
thinkers’ Children's Story-Book ever issued, 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. - 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


Debate 7 
Toward Christianity. 
Nen of Science. 4. Th T y 
Faots and Opinions, 5. Christ and Heroism. 
3 Christian ty and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 

cents. m 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


$8 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 
by an old reliable firm; AE profits, 


: MENS WANTED FREE. A rare 


quick sales, 
ty. Geo. ‘A. coth 849 Broadway. N. Y. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., otc. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature, 
ny ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 


The latest and best work of an analytio thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtiest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and, productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits.—_{The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $i. 


Price, 25 cents; 
Y ] Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


lished at this office. 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


THE 


* CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


| i Crimes and Persecutions. 


E 1119 bp. Oloth, $8; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.56. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is T, 


an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Obristian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions." 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. Think 


of a minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 

ers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 

e a crusade of one against the Oolorado 
beetle!" Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact! 


Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
‘Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. | 

A tale of Pales ine, *ounded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. i 

By A. C. MIDDLETON. 


: Price, * s x : 10 cents. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
be THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 


eating, THE LIBERAL HyMN-Boox contains songa 
N fhe best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 


hi recommended by Messrs. Wakeman 
Parton Walahi Green, Underwood, M. Blenker 
and, indee who hav examined it. 8, 
Soon. Address Tax TRUTH SEEKER Oc. 


New Zdition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
: Introduction by 
BOBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, . 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
sale at this office. Price, 50 cents. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 


The Crowning Achievement of Mechanical 
Genius, Taste, Energy, and Ingenuity, 
Combined witb 41 years of Practi- 
cal Experience (84 years in 
Rochelle) at the Jeweler's 

Bench 


Unequaled in quality and price. Has 16 jewels, 
patent regulator, Brequet hair-spring (non- 
| catchable), beautiful double sunk paneled dial, 
finely adjusted to heat, cold, and position, stem 
wind and sət, new model. In silverine cases, $19; 
8 ounce coin Bi ver, $22.50; 4 oz. dust proof, $25, 
nb better sold elsewhere for $35. In best 14kt 
filled gold cases, guaranteed 20 Years, open face, 
$27 to $30; bunting, $82 to $25; in 14kt, solid 
gold, $50 t0 $90, All elegantly engraved or plain. 
Sent prepaid, and cash refunded if not satisfac- 
tory. Watches cleaned, $1; springe, $1; andre 
tarned free. Best work in the world. Send for 
testimonials, price lists of ladies’ and cheaper 
watches. diamonds, silver ware, cards in colors 
and gold of my Freetboueht badge, tracts, etc., 
free. ` TTO WETTSTEIN ; 

. BooagELLE, 


III. 


* 


e 


Bend 10 cents, for 
this valuable book for 
"B roung and middle- 

med men, suffering 
$ rom a Life-wastin 
J Disease, as the result 

of youthful follies, 
indiscretion, and ex- 
cesses in maturer 
years. It sets forth 
an External Applica- 
tion—4 POSITIVE OURE,-a8 it matters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy ana permanent cure. Ad- 
dress Dr. Robt. P. Fellow i Vineland, N. J., and 
say where you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD aca 1 

s is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

1 ty H generous patron of the Freethought 

press. He has many testimonials to the value of 

his progressive and suecessful method of treat 
ment, and deserves patronage.— Fresthought, 


Price, 10 cents. | Fra 


diberal. Aectings. 


- These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these sobie- : 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Preethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for. 
warding the necessary information. . 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clook, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street, Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited, 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock at 
iboral League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
Bí. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome, i 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7:30. Lecture, debates and discus- 
Biong on all important secular subjects. Pres- 
ident HeNgY BIRD; Secretary, OORA BELLE 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion f 

Meets at Fraternity rooms; Bedford avenue and 

Routh 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P.M., ever 

Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat- 

form free. Charles Monholland, secretary, 248 

Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D, : . 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood gts. at 2:10 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
Treo discussions on religious and social questions, 
Ablospeskersinterest the audience. N. B.—Truth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson handatcheap rates, 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets gemi-monthly, first and third Bundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Manrus HEIGRTON, feo. ` 


Elizur Wright Secular Union ` 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Bubscriptions to THE TRUTH BEEKER and Invests- 
gator are solicited. R. G. BurrH, Cor. Beo. 


Chicago Secular Union " 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. ; i 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club. 


Holds meeting8 every Sunday evening at.216 
Grand avo., (Fraternity Hall) Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. : 


. Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall, 
Flynn Block, B.E. oorner 7th and. Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 
&broad heartily welcome. ] 

: FRANELIN STEINER. Pres, 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
;, Society : 


Meeta every Sunday evening at Union: Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial inyi- 
tation is extended to all. Seata free. . 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in Maodon- 
aldas Hall in Port Angeles, Nash. Leot- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib: 
uted free. Franx Mozsr, Cor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive: Lib- 
eral Union 5 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., af b 

Hall. Everybody invited. Mers. R. M. 

Pros.: J. H. MOWriLLIAMB, Rec. Sec. 


first 
‘arr’s 
BERRA, 


The Walla Walla Lib. ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. ‘A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members. and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDER, Sec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets: every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Boeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. Rrox, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres. OHARLES SHEA, Seo. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Club, 


Meets every Runday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, A. M. Viaiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. ‘OOL. A. HABBIS, Pres. 
ISAACR. , Beo. 


San Ar tonio (Texas) Liberal Asso- 
ciation , 


mests every Friday evening at Liberal Hall, 227 
ast Houston street. Free reading room and cir- 
culating library open every day and evening. 
Strangers cordially invited. A. OHAPMAN, Sec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
B York. 
With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. . . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


| Gens of the Berk 


Missronarzms in Foo Choo, China, are in 
danger. - : 


Ox Sunday the 26 h ult. 5,000 pilgrims 
visited the shrine of St. Anne de Beaupre. 


Tag holy coat of Treves is expected to 
draw 2,000,000 pilgrims in the six weeks 
beginning on the 18th. 


Feresa trouble has risen between the pope 
and the Italian government over the closing 
of several churches, necessitated by govern- 
ment confiscation of their revenue. 


In China there is discontent that may ulti- 
mate in a revolution. European powers 
watching to grab something from China may 
then become involved in serious rivalries. 


Tnx Protestant churches may hav at the 
World's Fair an exhibit of their progress in 
this country—their statistics, publications, 
education, evangelistic work, charities, his- 
tory, and biography. 


Tux famous French writer on scripture, 
Abbe Vigoroux, in the numbers of his Dic- 
tionary which hav appeared attacks evolution 
as proved false by the chapter of Genesis 
describing man’s creation. 


Now that the Vatican has recognized the 
French republic and ostensibly become recon- 
ciled to republicanism, France may be set on 
by papal influence to coerce Italy into restor- 
ing the pope’s temporal power. 


TRE worst of the reports of Blaine’s illness 
is that he is in the third stage of Bright’s dis- 
ease. His supporters deny this, and attribute 
his care of himself to an undue tendency 
which he has always had to worry over 
ailments. 


Ose good act among the many bad ones in 
Russia is the order of the governor of Nijni- 
Novgorod to punish &nd expel from his 


dominion all who attempt to corner the grain. 


market or trade on the growing necessities 
of the people. 


Six thousand Flemings hav thanked Leo 
XIII. for the luminous instruction con- 
tained in his encyclical” on labor. The pope 
also receives thanks for that work from per- 
sons and societies inalllands. Five thousand 
copies of it hav been distributed in Lyons 
streets. 


To prevent repetition of the fights between 
Greek and Roman Catholics in the holy 
grotto of the Nativity at Bethlehem, the gov- 
ernor of that place, in accordance with orders 
from Constantinople, will forbid to the Greek 
Catholics admittance to the grotto’ by the 
north entry. i 


In a thunder-storm at Hartford the other 
day the electric fluid penetrated the count 
jail, flickered weirdly up and down the corri- 
dors, played about the cell-doors, and“ s 
terrified the prisoners that scores of them fell 
on their knees and prayed aloud and in 
shaking tones.” 


Iscauts is lecturing. He said at Port 


Richmond, N. Y., on the Ist: Republican 
institutiona are still on trial, and in the 
second century distress and violence in com- 
pany may work an evil in comparison with 
which the perils of the civil war weré pueril.” 
Maldistribution of wealth he deems the 
chief evil. . 


A FRRENOH fleet is visiting Russian ports 
and enjoying hospitalities and honors.- Rus- 
sian papers do not hesitate to intimate the 
joint hostility of Ruasia and France against 
the Triple Alliance. The Novoe Vremya says 
that it is not for the Triple Alliance and Eng- 
land, but for Russia and France, to dictate 
their will to Europe. 


Is the three Connecticut colleges, Yale, 
Trinity, and Wesleyan, attendance at morn- 
ing prayers is made obligatory upon the atu- 
dents, but at a considerably later hour than 
was in vogue a generation ago. Students at 
the Sheffield Scientific School of Yale are 
exempted from the prayer rule, and, in the 
absence of any explanation for the distinc- 
tion, the academic youth say that the scien. 
tific boys are beyond the prayer line by rea- 
gon of their pursuits. ` 


Russia Jews who reached Boston on the 
29th ult. by the steamer Norseman, tell pite- 
ous stories of cruelties. A lad from Slabotky 
says that the Jews of that town were ordered 
to forsake their houses and leave the village 
in three days. They burnt their property 
rather than leave it for their persecutors. 
The Russians were enraged at this, and 
assaulted the Jews. One they hung to a 
telegraph pole by his hands. All families 
who had burnt their houses were sentenced 
to Siberia. The lad and his father and 
brother were thus sentenced, but he slipped 
his handcuffs. Other refugees at Boston 
say that any Russian Christian who covets 
the property of a Jew cau obtain it by paying 
one-tenth of its value to the mayor or govern- 
ment representativ, who will giv him author- 
ity to expel the owner and take possession. 
It is an ordinary occurrence for a Jew’s house 
to be burnt over his head or a Jew to be 
stoned on the streets, and it has become a 
common saying in parts of Russia, Kill a 
Jew and pay twenty roubles,” $10. No 
other punishment is ever inflicted for the 
murder of a Jew, and even this fine is seldom 
imposed. 


experience, 
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ems of Thonghi- 


Timez pulls down error, but establishes 
truth.—Cuvier. | 


Ir all the convicts in all the penitentiaries ' 
of the United. States could be transported to 
some island in the sea, and there allowed to, 
make & government for themselvs, they: 
would pass better laws than John Calvin | 
did in Qeneva.— Ingersoll. 


Tux ussge of those who cite vicious au- 
thorities, for worse purposes, and enforce the 
most absurd practice by the oldest precedent, 
is to bequeath to us as an heir-loom the errors 
of our forefathers; to confer a kind of im- 
mortality on folly, making the dead more 
powerful than time, and more sagacious than 
by subjecting those that are 
upon the earth to the perpetual malgovern- 
ment of those that are beneath it.— Colton. 


Foroz can be neither created nor destroyed | - 


—8 proposition from which follows the in- 
destructibility of force and the impossibility 
of its having as such either a beginning or an 
end. The result deduced from this newly 
discovered physical truth is the same as that 
deduced from the indestructibility of matter; 
the twain hav built up from eternity and will 
build up for evermore that totality of phenom- 
ena which we call the universe.— Buchner. 


We should found Sunday gardens, where 
our toil-worn fellow. citizens could enjoy their 
holidays with out-door sports, and out-door 
dances, free museums, temperance drinks, 
healthy refreshments, collections of botanical 
and dpi “aap curiosities.. Country excur- 
sions on the only leisure day of the laboring 
classes should be as free as air and sunshine, 
and every civilized community should hav a 
Recreation League for the promotion of that 
purpose.— Oswald. 


MazziAGE ought to be a civil contract; and 
on the parties going before a magistrate, in 
the presence of witnesses, and entering into 
an engsgement, they should be considered as 
man and wife. 
done in France. If they wished it, they 
might go to the church afterward to geta 
priest to repeat the ceremony; but this ought 
not to be considered as indispensable. It 
was always my. maxim that these religious 
ceremonies should never be above the laws, 
never take the lead or upper hand.—JYapoleon 
Bonaparte. eos 


Tue [Bible] writer meant that God created 
the universe out of nothing; that at his word 
of command the ** matter and force,” or the 
something of which the ‘heavens and the 
earth” were. composed, were called into 
being. By a knowledge of chemistry, elec- 
tricity, and the physical sciences generally, 
we now learn, however, that matter and force 
are alike indestructible; that not one atom 
of them can be destroyed ; that, manifold as 
are the changes through which it is possible 
for them to pass; not a particle is ever lost ; 
and, being imperishable, 1t is rational to sup- 
n" that they never began to be.— Arthur 

. Moss. 


MoNTESQUIEU says, that the Scythians put 
out the eyes of. their slaves, that they might 
be more attentiv to the making of their 
butter. Itis thus that the Inquisition acts, 
and almost everyone is blinded in the coun. 
tries in which this monster reigns. In Eng- 
land people hay had two eyes for more than 
a hundred years. The French are begin- 
ning to open one eye—but sometimes men 
in place will not even permit us to be one- 


eyed. Those miserable statesmen are like] 


Doctor Balouard of the Italian comedy, who 
will only be served by the tool Arlequin, 
and who fears to hav too penetrating a 
servant.— Voltaire, ° 


WHENEVER a community or a powerful 


| section of a community, or a government of 


any kind, attempts to dictate to the artist 
what he is to do, art either entirely yanishes, 
or becomes stereotyped, or degenerates into 
a low and ignoble form of craft. A work of 
art is the unique result of à unique tempera- 
ment. Its beauty comes from the fact that 
the author is what he is. It-has nothing to 
do with the fact that other people want what 
they want. Indeed, the moment that an 
artist takes notice of what other people 
want, and tries to supply the demand, he 
ceases to be an artist, and becomes a dull or 
an amusing craftsman, an honest or a dishon- 
est tradesman. He has no further claim to 
be considered as an artist. Art is the most 
intense mode of Individualism. that the world 


has known.— Oscar Wilde. = 


THE acceptance of the evolutionary phi- 
losophy is the profoundest mental revolution 
conceivable. It inverts the whole picture of 
life; or rather, to speak more accurately, it 
opens our eyes to the fact that the whole 
picture has been hitherto -presented topsy- 
turvy. The fable of a fancied fall is replaced 
with the proof of a continuous ascent; for 
the pessimistic caricature of man as a de. 
graded creature, conceived in sin, there is 
substituted a figure glowing with life and 
hope; an individuality with a matchless rec- 
ord of triumphs over hostil environments ; 
a being preéminently capable of selectin, 
from and absorbing all that is best in h 
environment; a being therefore essentially 
fitted for self-government. This is un. 
unquestionably the teaching of evolution; 
this is the ideal it holds up as that which 
lone is worthy of the dignity of man.— W. 

wen. 75 


This is what I caused to be] - 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


"he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. e Biographies of 
throe hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
present, By D. M. Benners. | 1,075 pages, 
8vo. . Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions.  Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to The World's 
Sages,” eto. By D. M. Bzwnnzrr. 68vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. Nu . 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol l. givs 
a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. Bennett. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$3.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leat? er, $5.06, 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. ' 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Liandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
whole r «^eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 

. count ÅMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
John Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Complete from. the London edition... 745 

 pages,8vo. In cloth, $3.00; 


— > 
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The foregoing. volumes are called The 
Truth Seeker Library." If all are ordered to- 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


B. F. UNDERWOOD'S WORKS. 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing In. 
- fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual- 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


: ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents, 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 


Christianity. 10 cents. , 


Scientific Materialism: Its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic 


10 cents. 


Standpoint. 


Paine the Po..cical and Religions 


Reformer. 10 cents. 
Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo-, 


logical. 20 cents. 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
days’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Burcrss, President of the 
Northwestern Ohristian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Jonn Marrres, Fully reported. 
Paper, 35 centa; cloth, 60 cent. í 


D. M. BENNETT'S WORKS. 
` - ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


A Truth Seeker Around the World. 
Four large volumes. With a steel-plate 
engraving of the author in Vol. I., and 
each volume illustrated with forty-seven 
cuts. Handsomely bound in red cloth, 

' $6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $10.50. i : - 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 
320 leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, 


The Champions of the Church; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. ; 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times. Two Volumes. 
Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per 
volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes; in 
leather, $7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, 
$8.00. 


From Behind the Bars. A series of 
letters written in prison, Over 700 pages, 
Price $1.50. ‘ 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A. series 
of letters written during. a visit of ten 
weeks in Hurope. Giving some account 
of the International Freethinkers’ Con- 
gress held at Brussels, to which Mr. Ben- 
nett was a delegate, followed by a de- 
scription of what he saw in England, 
France, Holland, and Italy. The letters 
from Rome alone are worth the price 
of the book. With a steel-plate portrait 
of the author. 850 pages. 51. 50. 


The Semitic Gods and the Bible. 
Treating upon the gods of the Semitic 
nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
ihe Holy Ghost, Jesus Ohrist, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 
pages are devoted, showing that book to 
be a very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages, Paper cov- 
ers, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


Judaism, Christianity, and Moham- 
medanism examined historically 
and critically. It is thought to be the 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared, 500 large pages, 
Price, $1.50. 


Thirty Diseussions, Bible Stories, 
Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages. 


Paper covers, 75 cents; 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. 
A debate on Christianity and Infidelity, 
between D. M. Bennerr and Rev. G. H. 
How?mnzy. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is a splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 


bors. 550 pages. Price, $1. 
Bennett-Teed Discussion. Between 
D. M. BzwwETT and Cr RUS Rowurus R. 


Terp. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 ‘cents; 


What Objections to Christianity? 
A discussion between D. M, Bennerr and 
G. M. Maz, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new nor 
original, being borrowed or. copied from 
much older systems of religion. : 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. ; 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world 18 unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

Bewnert affirms; Mare denies. This ig 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


| Trial of D. M. Bennett in the United 


States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustice 
was perpetrated upon MR. BENNETT. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents, 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


Luterrogatories to Jehovah. Bein 
3,000 questions propounded to his Jewis. 
Godship upon a great variety of subjects, 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. `` 


Deacon Skidmore's Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu- 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

`  eloth, 75 cents. 


| The Bock of Chronicles of the Pil- 


‘rims in the Land of Yahweh: 
so the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle t¢ 
the Truth Seekers. Cloth, 51.00 i 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 
Apostle to the Truth Seekers, 


10 cents. 


The Great Religions of the World, 


cents. 


Open Letter 


10 cents. 


io Samuel Colgate. 


2 cm 


An Hour with the Devil. 10 cents., 
Sinful Saints and Sensual Shepherds, 
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SHAKSPERE—WHAT UNCLE SAM WILL SOME DAY SA TO PRIESTCRAFT. 


PA 


UNOLR BAM As GRATIANO: Beg that thou mayest hav leave to hang thyself: and yet thy wealth being forfeit to the state, thou hast not left the value of a cord, therefore, thou must 


be hanged at the state's charge! 


PRIESTORAFT A8 SHYLOOK: I pray you giv me leave to go from hence; I am not well! 


dotes and /lippings. 


‘Tre Jesuit order has a total membership 
of 12,800, divided into 27 provinces. 


Tax argument of the Abbé Vigoroux, of 
Paris, against the doctrin of evolution, says 
the World, is rather more vigorous than con- 
clusiv. But it will arouse the antagonism of 
the Darwinians of two worlds, for the abbé 
is a prominent churchman and worth tilting 
against. 


THERE London Times investigator who thinks 
deportation of the negro necessary, givs as 
reasons: That the problem of the future of 
the colored race at the South is not tending 
toward a satisfactory solution, but is becom- 
ing more refractory and threatening continu- 
ally; that such experience as has been had war- 
rants the belief that the Southern whites will 
never permit the negro to enjoy the franchise 
or any degree of social equality; that in fact 
a race antagonism has been developing ever 
since the abolition of slavery; that the rela- 
tions between the races are becoming more 
and more strained; that crimes and abuses 
are shockingly frequent on both sides; that 
the advance of the negro toward material 
prosperity has been discouragingly slow; 
that the same may be said of his growth in 
intelligence; that the North shares with the 
South that race prejudice which renders 
assimilation an idle dream; and that there 
is no ground for thinking that these condi- 
tions will change for the better.” 


MozGAN, commissioner of Indian schools, 
has written to Father Chappelle, vice- 


president of the Catholic missions bureau: 
„The schools maintained by the government 
forthe education of tHe Indians should be 
strictly non-sectarian and non-partisan; and, 
further, the appropriation of public funds to 
sectarian institutions is, in my opinion, con- 
trary to the spirit if not the letter of the Con- 
stitution, and. opposed to public policy. My 
position on the question was violently as- 
sailed by your bureau. False charges were 
preferred against me, and the most determined 
but futil efforts were made to prevent my 
confirmation and to secure my displacement. 
An employee I discharged for cause from 
this office immediately got employment with 
your bureau, where he is still retained, and 
during the entire two years the bureau has 
both directly and indirectly, in season and 
out of season, publicly and privately, through 
newspapers and personal interviews, through 
cfficial correspondence and in the lobby of 
Congress, assailed the policy of the adminis. 
tration, and attempted to defeat the extension 


and successful operation of the government. 


schools.” 


“ Every monastery and convent,” wails 
the Catholic Freeman's Journal, with its 
sacred traditions and its shrine, is a strong- 
hold of the faith and a beacon of light. Of 
these there were until recent years many 
thousands in Italy. There was hardly a vil- 
lage, a valley or a hill without its convent and 
turret. Night and day was the incense of 
prayer ascending from innumerable choirs, 
bringing blessings to the church and pence to 
men of good will. But the Atheistic revolu- 
tion has done its work thoroughly and with- 
out remorse, and is still activ with its mission 
of extermination. The great abbeys and an- 


cient convents, once the glory and joy of the 
land, are all stripped of their possessions. 
The more notable ones hav been converted 
into government offices, municipal buildings 
or publie institutions. The inmates received 
scant pity from their plunderers, and were in 
many cases sent adrift from their sacred sanct- 
uaries and beloved homes where they had 
spent oft-times fifty and sixty years, with no 
other regources than & miserable pension of 
one or two francs a day, irregularly paid, 
sometimes diminished on some trivial pretext 
and at other times altogether withheld.” 


Amona the inhabitants of Elisabetgrad, 
Russia, are many Jews who are engaged in 
the usual vocations of the people of that 
nationality in Russian cities. The intense 
hatred of the Jews entertained by the peas- 
ant population recently broke out, and several 
thousand farm laborers, small land.holders, 
and others engaged in agricultural occupa- 
tions in the country: surrounding Elisabet- 
grad, marched into the town and proceeded 
to the Jewish quarter. The Jews upon see- 
ing the mob approaching made frantic efforts 
to hide themselvs. Amid cries of ‘‘ Kill the 
Jews” the peasants descended upon their vic- 
tims. They attacked the Jewish shops and 
dwellings and plundered them of everything 
valuable. What was considered not worth 
stealing was wantonly destroyed. Some of 
the braver Jews resisted this looting of their 
property, but this only made matters the 
worse for them, and three of them were 
killed. Many others, who attempted to 
defend their families or property from the 


‘mob, were severely wounded. The rioting 


in the Jewish quarter continued for hours, 


and although the authorities were well aware 

of the outrages they did not take a step to. 
prevent them, nor in any way interfere to pro- 

tect the Jews. 


A DISPATOB from the shrine of St. Anne de 
Beaupre to the World reads: Five trains 
and three steamers were required to take the 
pilgrims from Quebec down to the shrine 
to.day. Not only the church, but the entire 
village was in holiday attire; Papal and 
Canadian flags hung over the main entrance of 
the church. There was à grand solemn trans- 
lation of a new relic of the saint, obtained 
for the shrine from Carcasson, France, by 
Cardinal Taschereau. It is the bone of a 
complete finger-joint of St. Anne. The 
former relic of Bt. Anne, in possession of 
the church, is only a portion of a fnger- 
joint, and much smaller than the new one. 
Father Riley, being asked if miracles similar 
to those reported at Bt. Anne are worked 
anywhere else in America, said: ‘ Not to the 
same extent, and none that are so well known. 
Some hav been reported at the Passionist 
monastery at Hoboken, N. J., and others at 
the church of Our Lady of the Perpetual Help 
at Roxbury, where Miss Grace Hanley, now 
a nun in a Quebec convent, was cured of a 
serious spinal trouble. Nowhere else in 
America hav such miracles been reported.’ 
There was & distressing amount of bodily 
pain and suffering in the mass of strug- 
gling humanity that knelt in prayer with 
St. Anne to-day. But the majority of the 
petitioners received no benefit. Many who 
had to be carried into the church were carried 
out again with their condition apparently 
unchanged. Hundreds of Americans are 
among the number.” 
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Communications. 


When Did Jehoshaphat Die? 
: A BIBLE LESSON. 

At the end of Solomon’s reign the Jewish nation 
was divided into two kingdoms. Two tribes acknowl- 
edged the authority of Solomon’s successor, Reho- 
borm. This was called the kingdom of Judah, of 
which Jerusalem was the capital. Ten tribes revolted 
and made Jeroboam king. This formed the king- 
dom of Israel, of which Samaria was the capital. 
The following is a brief summary of the reigns of the 
kings of the two kingdoms from the partition of the 
empire to the conquest of Israel by the Assyrians: 

' KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 

“And Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in 
Judah . . . and he reigned seventeen years” 
(1 Kings xiv, 21). 

* And Raboboam slept with his fathers 2d 
and Abijam his son reigned in his stead” (1 Kings 
xiv, 31). “Three years reigned he” (xv, 2). 

“And Abijam slept with his fathers 
and Asa his son reigned in his stead” (1 Kings xv, 
8). “Forty and one years reigned he” (10). 

“And Aga slept with his fathers . . . an 
Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead” (1 Kings 
xv, 24). “And he reigned twenty and five years in 
Jerusalem" (xxii, 42). : 

“And Jehoshaphat slept with bis fathers : 
and Jehoram his son reigned in his stead” (1 Kings 
xxii, 50). “And he reigned eight years” (2 Kings 
viii, 17). 

“And Joram [Jehoram] slept with his fathers 
ae and Ahaziah reigned in his stead” (2 Kings 
viii, 249. Aud he reigned one year (26). 

"And he [Ahszish] fled to Megiddo and died 
there” (2 Kings ix, 27). “And when Athaliah the 
mother of Ahazish saw that her son was dead she 
arose and destroyed all the seed royal. But Jeho- 
sheba took Joash the son of Abaziah and 
he was with her [his nurse] hid in the house of the 
Lord six years. And Athaliah did reign over the 
land” (xi, 1-3). 

“They slew Athaliah” (2 Kings xi, 20). “And 
they brought down the king [Joash] from the house 
of the Lord. .. And he sat on the throne of 
the kings" (19). “Forty years reigned he in Jeru- 
salem” (xii, 1). 

“His servants smote him [Joash] and he died, 
. . . And Amaziah his son reigned in his stead” 
(2 Kings xii, 21)—'' and reigned twenty and nine 
years” (xiv, 2). 

“They made a conspiracy against him [Amaziah] 
2 and slew him (2 Kings xiv, 19). And au 
the people of Judah took Azariah . . and 
made him king instead of his father, Amaziah” (21). 
“ And he reigned two and fifty years” (xv, 2). 

“So Azariah slept with his fathers an 
Jotham his son reigned in his stead” (2 Kings xv, 
7). “And he reigned sixteen years” (33). 

“And Jotham slept with his fathers snd 
Ahaz his son reigned in his stead” (2 Kings xv, 38) 
* nd reigned sixteen years (xvi, 2). 

“And Ahsz slept with his fathers . aD 
Hezekiah his son reigned in his-stead (2 Kings xvi, 
20). „In the sixth year of Hezekiah . Sama- 
ria was taken” (xviii, 10). 

From the division of the empire, then, to the 
conquest of Israel by the Assyrians, the reigns of 
Judah’s kings were as follows: Rehoboam, seventeen 
years; Abijam, three years; Asa, forty-one years; 
Jehoshaphat, twenty-five years; Joram, eight years; 
Ahaziah, one year; Athaliah, six years; Joash, forty 
years; Amazish, twenty-nine years; Azariah, fifty- 
two years; Jotham, sixteen years; Ahaz, sixteen 
years; Hezekiah, six years. 

KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 

“They . . made him [Jeroboam] king over 
all Israel" (1 Kings xii, 20). “And the days which 
(e 20, reigned were two and twenty years” 
xiv, 20): ; 

“And he [Jeroboam] slept with his fathers and 
Nadab his son reigned in his stead” (1-Kings xiv, 
20) — and reigned over Israel two years” (xv, 25). 

“And Bassha smote him [Nadab] . . . an 
reigned in his stead” (1 Kings xv, 27, 28) —' twenty 
and four yewrs” (33). 

“So Bassha slept with his fathers and 
Elah his son reigned in his stead” (1 Kings xvi, 6)— 
* two years" (8). 

“Zimri went in and smote him, and killed him 
[Elab] and reigned in his stead” (1 Kings 
xvi, 10)—“ seven days” (15). l 

“Wherefore all Israel made Omri king 
over Israel (1 Kings xvi, 16)—' to reign over Israel 
twelve years? (23). 

“So Omri slept with his fathers . and 
Ahab his son reigned in his stead” (1 Kings xvi, 28) 
—" twenty and two years” (29). . 

“So Ahab slept with his fathers and Abazish his 
son reigned in his stead” (1 Kings, xxii, 40)—“ and 
reigned two years over Israel" (51). 

"So he [Ahazish] died . and Jehoram 
[his brother] reigned in his stead” (2 Kings i, 17)— 
“and reigned twelve years” (iii, I). 


d | Jehoshaphat.” 


d | and provoked to anger the Lord.” 


“I hav anointed thee [Jehu] king . . . over 
Israel“ (2 Kings ir, 6). Aud Jebu . . . 
smote Jehoram” (24). “And the time that Jehu 
reigned over Israel in Samaria was twenty and eight 
years” (x, 36). 7 

“And Jehu slept with his fathers . : . 
Jehoshsz his son reigned in his stead" (2 Kings x, 
35)—“ and reigned seventeen years" (xiii, 1). 

“And Jeboahaz slept with his fathers 
and Jossh his son reigned in his stead” (2 Kings xiii, 
9)—'' and reigned sixteen years” (10). 

“And Jossh slept with his fathers and Jeroboam 
sat upon his throne” (2 Kings xiii, 13)—' and reigned 
forty and one years” (xiv, 23). 

“And Jeroboam slept with his fathers 
and Zachariah his son reigned in his stead” (2 Kings 
xiv, 29)—* six months” (xv, 8). 

“And Shallum slew him [Z chariah] 
and reigned in his stead” (2 Kings, xv, 10) —“ a ful! 
month” (13). 

“Menahem . . . slew him [Shallum] and 
reigned in his stead” (2 Kings, xv, 14)—“ and reigned 
ten years” (17). E 

“Aud Menshem slept with his fathers and Peka- 
hiah his son reigned in his stead " (2 Kings xv, 22)— 


d | “and reigned two years” (23). 


“Pekah . . . killed him [Pekahiah] and reigned 
in his room” (2 Kings xv, 25)—' snd reigned twenty 
years” (27). 

“And Hoshea . . . slew him [Pekah] and 
reigned in his stead " (2 Kings xv, 30)—‘ nine years” 
(xvii, 1). “In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of 
Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away into 
Assyria” (6). 

From the division of the empire to the conquest 
of Israel the reigns of Israel's kings, omitting Zimri’s 
brief reign of seven days and calling the combined 
reigns of Zachariah and Shallum one year as com- 
puted by ehronologiste, were as follows: Jeroboam, 
twenty-two years; Nadab, two years; Bassha, 
twenty-four years; Elah, two years; Omri, twelve 
years; Ahab, twenty-two years; Ahazish, two years; 
Jehoram, twelve years; Jehu, twenty-eight years; 


Jehoahaz, seventeen years; Jossb, sixteen years > 


Jeroboam IL, forty-one years; Zechariah and Shal- 
lum, one year ; Menahem, ten years; Pekahiah, two 
years ; Pekah, twenty years; Hoshes, nine years. 

| WHEN DID JEHOSHAPHAT DIE? . 

The foregoing epitome of Jewish history, 
gleaned from 1 and 2 Kings, is presented in order 
that the reader may the more readily understand the 
following solutions (based upon statements that 
appear in these books) to the question that forms 
the topic of this Bible lesson— When did. Jehosha- 
phat die? 

Jehoshaphat is represented as one of Judab's best 
and greatest kings. He did “that which was right 
in the eyes of the Lord.” “The Lord was with 
“And Jehoshaphat waxed great.” 
“And he had riches and honor in abundance." He 
died at the age of sixty, after a reign of twenty-five 
years. Ahazish, king of Israel, is represented as a 
very wicked king. He did evil in the sight of the 
Lord.” “For he served Baal, and worshiped him, 
Elijah prophesied 
his early death, which came after a brief reign of two 
years. The lsst chapter of the first book of Kings 
chronicles the reign and death of Judah’s king, 
Jehoshaphat; the first chapter of the second book 
of Kings records the reign and death of Israel’s 
king, Ahaz ah. Now when did Jehoshaphat die? 
Did he die before or after Ahaziah died? 

1. “And in the twentieth year of Jeroboam, king 
of Israel, reigned Asa over Judah" (1 Kings xv, 9). 

As Jeroboam reigned twenty-two years, he reigned 
two years after Asa became king. From the com- 
mencement of Asa's reign, then, to the death of 
Ahsziah, the reigns of Israel's kings were as follows: 
Jeroboam 2 years, Nadab 2 years, Baasha 24 years, 
Elah 2 years, Omri 12 years, Ahab 22 years, and 
Abaziah 2 years. 2 yrs. + 2 yrs. ＋ 24 yrs. + 2 yrs. 
+ 12 yrs. + 22 yrs. + 2 yrs. 66 yrs. 

As Asa reigned forty-one years and Jehoshaphat 
reigned twenty-five years, from the commencement 
of Asa’s reign to the death of Jehoshaphat was 41 
yrs. ＋E 25 yrs. = 66 yrs. 

If from the commencement of Asa’s reign to the 
death of Ahaziah was sixty-six years, and from the 
commencement of Asa's reign to the death of Jehosh- 
aphat was sixty-six years, Jehoshaphat therefore died 
in the same year that Ahaziah died. 

2. * Now in the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam 
the son of. Nebat reigned Abijam over Judah” (1 
Kings xv, 1). 


As Jeroboam reigned twenty-two years, he reigned | 


four years after the beginning of Abijam’s reign. 
From the beginning of Abijam’s reign, then, to the 
death of Ahsziah, the reigns of Israels kings were: 
Jeroboam 4 years, Nadab 2 years, Baasha 24 years, 
Elah 2 years, Omri 12 years, Ahab 22 years, and 
Ahaziah 2 years. 4 yrs.-- 2 yrs. ＋ 24 yrs. ＋ 2 
yrs. + 12 yrs. ＋ 22 yrs. + 2 yrs. = 68 yrs. 

From the. beginning of Abijam’s reign to the 
death of Jehoshaphat the reigns of Judah's kings 
were: Abijam 3 years, Asa 41 years, Jehoshaphat 
25 years. 3 yrs. + 41 yrs. + 25 yrs. — 69 yrs. 


and |. 
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If from the beginning of Abijam’s reign to the 
death of Abaziah-was sixty-eight years, and from the 
beginning of Abijam's reign to the death of Jehosh- 
aphat was sixty-nine years, Jehoshaphat. therefore 
died one year after Abaziah died. e c , 

3 “In the thirty and first year of Asa king of 
Judah began Omri to reign over Israel” (1 Kings 
xvi, 23). D 

From the accession of Omri to the death of Aha- 
ziah the reigns of Israel's kings were: Omri 12 years, 
Ahab 22 years, and Ahaziah 2 years. 12 yrs. ＋ 22 
yrs. -+ 2 yrs. — 36 yrs. 

As Omri became king in the thirty-first year of 
Ase's reign, Ass reigned ten years after Omri became 


. king, and this added to Jehoshaphat's reign of 


twenty-five yeara makes thirty-five years from Omri 
to the death of Jehoshaphat. l 

If from the accession of Omri to the. death of 
Ahszish was thirty-six years, and from the accession 
of Omri to the death of Jehoshaphat was thirty-five 
years, Jehoshaphat therefore died one year before 
Abaziah died. 

4. “In the three and twentieth year of Joash the 
son of Absziah king of Judah, Jehoshsz the son of 
Jehu began to reign over Israel" (2 Kings xiii, 1). 

From the death of Abnziah, king of Israel, to the 
accession of Jehoabaz, Jehoram reigned 12 years, 
aud Jehu 28 years, a total of 40 years. 

From the death of Jehoshephat to the accession 
of Jehoaht z, Judah’s sovereigns reigned—Joram 8 
years, Abszinh 1 year, Athaliah 6 years, Joash 23 
years. 8 yrs. ＋ 1 yr. ]- 6 yrs. + 23 yrs. — 38 yrs. 

If from the death of Aheziah to the accession of 
Jəhoahaz was forty years, and from the death of 
Jehoshaphat to the accession of Jehoahez was thirty- 
eight years, Jehoshaphat therefore died iwo years 
after Ahaziah died. 

5. “ And Jehoram [of Israel] reigned in his ( Aha- 
z:Bh'e] stead, in the second year of Jehorsm the son 
of Jehoshaphat” (2 Kings i, 17). 

if Ahsziah died and Jehoram of Israel became 
king in the second year of Jehoram of Jadab, 
Jehoshaphat therefore died two years before Aha- 
ziah died. 

6. “And Joram [Jehoram] king of Israel and 
Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his chariot, 

" . against Jehu” (2 Kings ix, 21) “And 
Jehu drew a bow with his full strength, and smote 
Jehoram between his arms, and the arrow went out 
at his heart” (24). But when Ahaziah the king of 
Jadah saw this, he fled by way of the garden 
house. And Jehu followed after him, and said, 
Smite him also in the chariot. And they did so" 

27. . 
i Jehoram, king of Israel, and Ahaziab, king of 
Judah, were thus slain at the same time. Jehu suo- 
ceeded Jehoram; Athalian succeeded Ahaziah, 
reigned six years, and was in furn succeeded by Jo- 
ash. Jehu had thus reigned six years over Israel 
when Joash became king of Judah. As Jehoram 
reigned twelve years, from the death of Ahaziah [of 
Israel] to the accession of Jcash, then, was eighteen 

ears. i 
7 From the death of Jehoshaphat to the accession of 
Joash, Judah’s sovereigns reigned as follows: Joram 
8 years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 6 years—a total of 
15 years. . 

If from the death of Ahaziah to the reign of Joash 
was eighteen years, and from the death of Jehosh. 
&phst to the reign of Jonsh was fifteen years, Je- 
hoshaphat therefore died (Aree years after Ahaziah 


ied. 

7. "In the second year of Joash son of Jehoahaz 
king of Israel reigned Amaziah the son of Joash 
king of Judah” (2 Kings xiv, 1). 

From the death of Ahsziah to the accession of 
Amaziah the reigns of Israel's kings were—Jehoram 
12 years, Jehu 28 years, Jehoabez 17 years, Joash 2 
yeare. 12 yrs. + 28 yrs.-] 17 yre.+ 2 yrs. = 59 
yrs. ; : ; 

From the death of Jehoshaphat to the accession 
of Amaziah, Judsh’s kings reigned—Joram 8 years, 
Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 6 years, Joash 40 years. 8 
yrs. + 1 yr. + 6 yrs. + 40 yrs. — 55 yrs. 

If from the death of Ahaziah to the accession of 
Amaziah was fifty-nine years, and from the death of 
Jehoshaphat to the accession of Amgziah was fifby- 
five years, Jehoshaphat therefore died four years 
after Ahszish died. ; 

8. “And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to 
reign over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab king 
of Israel” (1 Kings xxii, 41). 

If Ahab reigned twenty-two years and Jehoshaphat 
began to reign in the fourth year of Ahab's reign, 
Jehoshaphat had reigned eighteen years when Ahab 
died, and twenty years when Ahszish died. As 
Jehoshaphat reigned twenty-five years, he therefor 
died five years after Abaziah died. | 

9. * Ahsziah the son of Ahab began to reign over 
Israel in Samaria the seventeenth year of Jehosh- 
sphat king of Judah, and reigned two years over 
Israel" (1 Kings xxii, 51). yore 

If Ahaziah began to reign in the seventeenth year 
of Jehoshaphat and reigned two years before he 
died, he died in the nineteenth year of Jehoshaphat’s 
reign. As Jehoshaphat reigned twenty-five years, 
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he therefore died six years after Ahaziah died. 

10. “Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to 
reign over Israel in Samaria in the eighteenth year 
of Jehoshaphat king of Judah (2 Kings iii, 1). 

If Ahazish died and Jehoram became king in the 
eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat’s reign, Jehoshaphat 
therefore died seven years after Ahazish died. ~ 

11. “In the second year of Pekah the son of 
Remaliah king of Israel began Jotham the son of 
Uzziah [Azsriah] king of Judsh to reign” (2 Kings 
xv, 32). 


From the death of Ahsziah to the beginning of | 


Jotham’s reign, the following were the reigns of 
Israel’s kings: Jehoram 12 years, Jehu 28 yeare, 
.Jehoahsz 17 years, Joash 16 years, Jeroboam 41 
years, Zschariah and Shallum 1 year, Menahem 10 
years, Pekahiah 2 years, Pekah 2 years. 12 yrs. + 
28 yra. + 17 yrs. + 16 yrs. + 41 yrs. + 1 yr. + 10 
yrs. + 2 yrs. + 2 yrs. = 129 yrs. 

‘From the death of Jehoshaphat to the beginning 
of Jotham’s reign the following were the reigns of 
Judah’s kings: Joram 8 years, Aheziah 1 year, 
Athaliah 6 years, Joash 40 years, Amaziah 29 years, 
Azariah 52 years. 8 yrs. ＋ 1 yr. ＋ 6 yrs. ＋ 40 yrs. 
+ 29 yrs. + 52 yrs. — 136 yrs. 

If from the death of Ahsziah to the beginning of 
Jotham’s reign was one hundred and twenty-nine 
years, and from the death of Jehoshaphat to the 
beginning of Jotham's reign was one hundred and 
thirty-six years, Jehoshaphat therefore died seven 
years before Ahaziah died. 

12. “In the thirty and eighth year of Azariah 
king of Judah did Zachariah the son of Jeroboam 
reign over Israel " (2 Kings xv, 8). 


From the death of Ahsziah to the accession of 


Zachariah the reigns of Israel's kings were: Jehoram 
12 years, Jehu 28 years, Jehoshaz 17 years, Joash 
16 years, Jeroboam 41 years. 12 yrs. + 28 yrs. + 
17 yrs. ＋ 16 yrs. + 41 yrs. — 114 yrs. 

From the death of Jehoshaphat to the accession of 
Zsehariah the reigns of Judah's kings were: Joram 
8 years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 6 years, Joash 40 
years, Amaziah 29 years, Azsriah 38 years. 8 yrs. 
15 1 yr. + 6 yrs. + 40 yrs. ＋ 29 yrs. + 38 yrs. 

yra. i ; 

If from the death of Ahazish to the accession of 
Zachariah was one hundred and fourteen years, and 
from the death of Jehoshaphat to the accession of 
Zachariah was one hundred and twenty-two years, 
Jehoshaphat therefore died eight years before 
Ahaziah died. 

13. “In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, 
Pekahiah the son of Menahem began to reign over 
Israel" (2 Kings xv, 23). 

From the death of Abaziah to the accession of 
Pekahiah, Israel's kings reigned as follows: Jehoram 
12 years, Jahu 28 years, Jehoahaz 17 years, Joash 16 
years, Jeroboam 41 years, Zachariah and Shallum 1 
year, Menahem 10 years. 12 yrs. + 28 yrs. + 17 
yrs. ＋ 16 yrs. + 41 yrs. ＋ 1 yr. ＋ 10 yrs. — 125 
yre. 

From the death of Jehoshaphat to the secession 
of Pekahiah, Judah’s kings reigned as follows: 
Joram 8 years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 6 years, 
Joash 40 years, Amaziah 29 years, Azariah 50 years. 
8 yrs. + Lyr.+ 6 yrs. ＋ 40 yrs. + 29 yrs. + 50 
yrs. — 134 yrs. 

If from the death of Ahaziah to the accession of 
Pekahiah was one hundred and. twenty-five years, 
and from the death of Jahoshaphat to the accession 

. Of Pekahiah was one hundred and thirty-four years, 
Jehoshaphat therefore died nine years before 
Ahaziah died. 

14. “In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah 
began Hoshea the son of Elah to reign in Samaria 
over Israel” (2 Kings xvii, 1). 

From the death of Ahaziah to the accession of 
Hoshea the reigns of Israel's kings were: Jehoram 
12 years, Jehu 28 years, Jehoahaz 17 years, Joash 
16 years, Jeroboam 41 years, Zachariah and Shallum 
1 year, Menahem 10 years, Pekahiah 2 years, Pekah 
20 years. 12 yrs. -]- 28 yrs. 4- 17 yrs. + 16 yrs. + 

. 41 yrs. + 1 yr. + 10 yrs. + 2 yre.+ 20 yrs. 147 


yrs. 
From the death of Jehoshaphat to the accession 
. of Hoshea the reigns of Judah’s kings were: Joram 
8 years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 6 years, Joash 40 
years, Amaziah 29 years, Azariah 52 years, Jotham 
16 years, Ahaz 12 years. 8 yrs. ]- 1 yr. ＋ 6 yrs. + 
40 yrs. + 29 yrs. + 52 yrs. + 16 yrs. + 12 yrs. = 
164 yrs. | 
If from the death of Ahaziah to the accession of 
Hoshea was one hundred and forty-seven years, and 
from the death of Jehoshaphat to the accession 


of Hoshea was one hundred and sixty-four years, |. 


Jehoshaphat therefore died seventeen years before 
Ahaziah died. 

15. * Aud it came to pass in the fourth year of King 
Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of Hoshea 
gon of Elah king of Israel, that Shalmaneser king of 
Assyria came up against Samaria and besieged it” (2 
Kings xviii, 9). 

From the death of Ahaziah to the commencement 
of the siege of Samaria the reigns of Israel's kings 
were: Jehoram 12 years, Jehu 28 years, Jehoahaz 17 
years, Joash 16 years, Jeroboam 41 years, Zachariah 


12 years, Jehu 28 years, Jehoahaz 17 years, Joash 16 
years, Jeroboam 27 years. 
yrs. + 16 yrs. + 27 yrs. — 100 yrs. 


40 yrs. + 29 yrs. = 84 years. 


Azariah was one hundred years, and from the death 


occur before or after Ahaziah's death occurred? 
The following are the various answers to this ques- 


correct. 
demonstrate the incorrectness of one of them with- 
out at the same time demonstrating the fallibility 
of ae Bible and its unreliability as a historical 
record. 


is recorded in Kings and repeated in Chronicles. 


the same as cardinal . numbers. 


and Shallum 1 year, Menahem 10 years, Pekahiah 2 
years, Peksh 20 years, Hoshes 7 years. 12 yrs. +- 
28 yrs. + 17 yrs. + 16 yrs. + 41 yrs. + 1 yr. + 10 
yrs. + 2 yrs. + 20 yrs. + 7 yrs. — 154 yrs. 
: From the death of Jehoshaphat to the siege of 
Samaria the reigns of Judah's kings were: Joram 8 
years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 6 years, Joash 40 
years, Amaziah 29 years, Azariah 52 years, Jotham 
16 years, Ahaz 16 years, Hezekiah 4 years. 8 yrs. 
+ 1 yt. + 6 yrs. + 40 yrs. ＋ 29 yrs. + 52 yrs. ＋ 16 
yrs. + 16 yrs. + 4 yrs. = 172 yrs. 

If from the death of Ahaziah to the siege of 
Samaria was one hundred and fifty-four years, and 
from the death of Jehoshaphat to the siege of 
Samaria was one hundred and seventy-two years, 
Jehoshaphat therefore died eighteen years before 
Ahazish died. 

16. “In the twenty and seventh year of Jeroboam 


From the death of Ahaziah to the accession of 
Azariah the reigns of Israel's kings were: Jehoram 


12 yrs. + 28 yra. + 17 


From the death of Jehoshaphat to the accession 
of Azariah the reigns of Judah’s kings were: Joram 
8 years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 6 years, Joash 40 
years, Amaziah 29 years. 8 yrs. ＋ 1 yr. + 6 yrs. + 


If from the death of Ahaziah to the accession of 


of Jehoshaphat to the accession of Azariah was 
eighty-four years, Jehoshaphat therefore died siv- 
teen years after Ahaziah died. 
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS.  — 
When did Jehoshaphat’s death occur? Did it 


tion which the preceding solutions hav disclosed : 

1. The same year; 2: One year after; 3. One 
year before; 4. Two years after; 5. Two years 
before; 6. Three years after; 7. Four years after; 
8. Five years after; 9. Six years after; 10. Seven 
years after ; 11. Seven years before; 12. Hight years 
before; 13. Nine years before; 14. Seventeen years 
before; 15. Eighteen years before; 16. Sixteen 
years after. 

Here are sixteen different answers to a simple 
historical question. But one of them can possibly 
be correct; fifteen of them must necessarily be in- 
And yet I challenge the theologian to 


NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS, 

The history of Judah’s and of Israel's sovereigns 
Had I used both Kings and Chronicles in the prepa- 
ration of this lesson, the number of various answers 
would hav been increased. Some Christian scholars, 
however, admit that Ohronicles is not entirely free 
from errors, while Kings, on the other hand, is 
denominated a “marvel of accuracy.” TO avoid 
any objections that might be raised were Chronicles 
used—to assail only that which is deemed unassail- 
able—I hav confined myself to Kings. 

To prevent confusion in regard to names, the 
reader should remember that Israel had two kings 
named Jeroboam, and that Israel and Judah each 
had kings named Ahaziab, Jehoram, and Jehoash. 
In Israel Jehoram succeeded Ahaziah; in Judah, 
Ahaziah succeeded Jehoram. The contracted form 


of Jehoram is Joram, and of Jehoash, Joash. 
Both forms are used. 


Azariah is also called 
Uzziah. 

In computing time, ordinal numbers are reckoned 
It may be urged 
that the phrase, “in the eighteenth year,” does not 
denote the full period ef eighteen completed years. 
In. justification of the method pursued, I may say 
that it is not only the method generally followed by 
chronologists, but it is the method authorized by 
the Bible. See 2 Kings xvii, 1; 2 Kings xvii, 6. 
Also 1 Kings xv, 9, 10; 2 Ohron. xvi, 13. Its adop- 
tion simplifies the form without increasing the num- 
ber of solutions. 

To reconcile other discrepancies, some Bible 
chronologists hav assumed an interregnum of 
eleven years between the reigns of Jeroboam II. 
and Zachariah, and another of nine years between 
Pekah and Hosea. The language of the Bible 
utterly precludes these assumptions. 

* And Jeroboam slept with his fathers, even with 
the kings of Israel ; and Zachariah his son reigned in 
his stead ” (2 Kings xiv, 29). 

“And Hoshea the son of Elah made a conspiracy 
against Pekah the son of Remaliah, and smote him, 
and slew him, and reigned in his stead” (2 Kings 
xv, 30). 

That these interregnums did not occur, nor indeed 
any interregnums between the reigns of Israel's 
kings, is attested by Josephus, who by Christians is 
esteemed an authority second only to the writers of 
the scriptures. The ninth book of his “ Antiquities” 


among your acquaintances. 


bears the following title: “Containing the interval 
of one hundred and fifty-seven years—from the 
death of Ahab to the captivity of the ten tribes.” 


This forbids the idea of any interregnum. 


But if it could be shown that these or other inter- 


regnums really did occur, the fact would increase 
rather than diminish the difficulties connected with 
the solution of this question. 


We search the writings of Bible commentators 


in vain for an explanation or attempted reconcili- 
ation of many of the conflicting statements to be 
found in the passages that I hav quoted. These 
exegetes hav either been ignorant of their existence, 
or hav purposely ignored them. Some of the more 
noticeable ones they hav attempted to reconcile ; but 
the explanations offered are of such a character as 
to make it seemingly impossible for an honest scholar 
to advance them, or an intelligent reader to accept 
king of Israel began Azariah son of Amaziah king of | th x 
Judah to reign” (2 Kings xv, 1). 


em. 
These pretended reconciliations hav been abridged, 


and, in the shape of marginal notes, transferred to 
the popular editions of the Bible. 
and conflicting dates are assigned for the commence- 
ment of a king’s reign, opposit the first will be 
found such explanatory notes as prorex,” “ viceroy,” 
“in consort” or “in partnership with his father; 
and opposit the last, “began to reign alone;" and 
all this without a word or hint, either in the Bible, 
or elsewhere, to authorize it. 


Where different 


Supposing that in a popular history of the United 


States it is stated that James Buchanan became 
president in 1857, and served four years; and that 
in the succeeding chapter it is stated that Abraham 
Lincoln became president in 1859, served four years, 
and was assassinated. Here is a palpable discrep- 
ancy. 
attempting in a footnote to explain away this dis- 
crepancy by gravely declaring that Lincoln was 
associated with Buchanan in the presidency two- 
years before he became president himself. 
performance is not more dishonest and foolish than 


But imagin the enterprising publisher 


Such a 


these efforts of the advocates of the infallibility of 
the Bible to explain away the many gross discrep- 
ancies that mar its pages. 

The existence of the above-mentioned error pre- 
cludes the recognition of this history as a perfectly 
reliable and infallible record. Yet in spite of this 
one error it may be a worthy and valuable work. But 
if it can be shown that it contains a dozen mistakes of 
the same character, in addition to innumerable other 
defects, it deserves to be discarded as an authority. 


The demonstration of a single error in the Bible 
destroys the dogmas of its divinity and infallibility. 
Yet notwithstanding thie single error, or even twenty 
errors, it might still be valuable as a historical 
record. But when it can be demonstrated that it 
abounds with glaring contradictions, that its every 
chapter teems with flagrant errors, it is utterly un- 
worthy of credit, and must be rejected even as a 
human record of events. 


J. E. Remspura. 
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will send you back-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be 
picked up—in the train, in the factory, in the 
meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Leave it picture-side up. 

.6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts, 
and when convenient hand one to a friend. 

7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend 
to take it. : 


—— . MM 


Tun industrial spirit which became prominent 
early in the fourteenth century produced [a religious 
change]. It did so in three ways. It arose in a 
society in which the laity were crouching in abject 
submission to the priesthood, and it developed and 
raised to honor the practice of money-lending, which 
the priesthood had invariably anathematized. It 
arose in a society in which the duty of religious 
intolerance was regarded as an axiom, and it pro- 
duced a tendency toward toleration by uniting men 
of different creeds in amicable intercourse, by elevat- 
ing to honor on account of their commercial merits 
the people who were most persecuted on account of 
their creed, by making men concentrate their atten- 
tion mainly on practice rather than on theory, and 
by calling into existence an order of interests which 
persecution seriously endangered. It, in the last 
place, made men look with aversion upon the mo- 
nastie ideal which was the very center of the prevail- 
ing theology. In all these ways it proved the pre- 
cursor of the Reformation, and in all these ways it 
harmonized with the spirit of Rationalism.— Lech. 
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Cigar Money for the Secular Penny Fund. 


The Seenlar Penny movement still widens its 
circles. One enthusiastic upholder of the movement, 
residing in New York state, sends us $139, being 
“one cent for each and every inhabitant in the 
school district " where he resides. A Oalifornis lady 
writes: l 

A gentleman gave me fifty cents to send to the Pence 
Fund, one penny for himself, and forty-nine for ministers 
who be was sure would not giv any. Another had a 
good laugh over it, and gave me twenty-five cents; another, 
a dime; I make it $1 and inclose. 3 

And now our friends are writing to suggest that 
some of the dimes which daily go up in Liberal 
tobacco-smoke might, with propriety, be turned into 
the American Secular Union Penny Fand instead. 
Oae Liberal, seventy years of age, sends us eight 
cents in stamps, and says: 

Too bad the war times small scrip has passed away. 
There is not a Liberal smoker in the United States that 
would not maj] you a five or ten cent scrip to assist 
keeping at the antipodes church and state. Win it be 
possible to use or sell postage stamps? . : 

To this we reply, Yes, we can use all the stamps 
sent us, although we should, of course, prefer money- 
orders, eto., where larger amounts than a few cents 
are mailed us. In sending stamps, please do not 
send larger denominations than the two-cent kind. 

One of the “old guard” of Radicals, an old-time 
lecturer and worker in the vineyard of Liberalism, 
sends us the following brief article, requesting us to 
forward it to Tae TRUE. Szrxer and other Liberal 
papers : 

FIVE OENTS TO THE AMERICAN SROULAR UNION. 

After fifty years of persecution and. warfare in defense 
of truth, I am now an invalid and beggar; but I will giv 
five cents to support the American Secular Union, and now 
send it. The very poorest who read this can send as 
much as this, and I hope all will do so. If you hav not 
five cents’ worth of truth and humanity, then do not call 
yourself a Liberal or Freethinker. Many of you use five 
cents’ worth of tobacco every day. Only a few can giv 
$100, $50, $25, or $10; many can giv $1; and all the 
others ean giv five cents now and then,if they will. If 
ten thousand will giv five cents at once, it will add $500 
to the American Secular Union treasury. 

I suppose a large proportion of the contributions to 
support Catholic and Protestant institutions come from 
the laborers and servants in nickels, dimes, and quarters. 
If all who believe in truth, justice, and equal freedom 
will giv even five cents, it will help much, and will 
inspire all who are trying to keep church and state 
separate, as Washington, Paine, and Grant so much desired. 

J. H. Cook. 

Now, gentlemen, I know that we touch a sensitiv 
spot when we suggest that a smoker can find a bet- 
ter use for his nickels than spending them for 
tobacco. I know how wedded the most of you are 
to tbe dear delights of its noxious fumes, and how 
you resent the gentlest and most swestly-worded 
protest a woman can make regarding it from a 
hygienic and an esthetic standpoint, not to talk 
about the money it costs. Nevertheless, since the 
two gentlemen quoted above hav made the appeal 
through me for contributions of cigar money, I 
gladly second the motion, and I earnestly hope that 
it will be carried by a rousing majority of the smok- 
ers who read these words. To deny yourselvs an 
Occasional cigar is surely a small sacrifice to make 
for the Liberal cause. Yet, the nickel or the dime 
you send in means the sending out of a pamphlet to 
Somebody who would otherwise hav to go without 
it. This little self-denial on your part—a self-denial 
which you will forget all about ina day or a week 
after—may make all the difference in the world be- 
tween the darkness of superstition and the dawning 
of Universal Mental Liberty to some fellow-creature. 
Come, gentlemen, how many of you love state 
secularization well enough to sacrifice an occasional 
cigar at its shrine? Iva O. CRADDOcR, 

Oorr. Sec. American Secular Union. 

Philadelphia, Aug. 8 1891. 

————99—9—————— 


St. Paul as a Teacher. 


A great deal of the success of early Christianity 
may be justly attributed to the powerful advocacy 
of St. Paul. It must be remembered, however, that 
Paul never saw Jesus. True, he is alleged to hav 
seen him in a vision, but in these days visions are 
not accounted as of much value. 

The story of Paul on his way to Damascus being 
smitten by a light from heaven, or in more modern 
language, by sunstroke, under the influence of 
which he imagined he saw Jesus, who exclaimed, 
“Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?" is well 
known to every student of the Bible. 

The New Testament contains few stories of more 

pathetic interest; Paul, who had been a great oppo- 
nent of Obristianity, is suddenly converted into an 
enthusiastic supporter by the effect of this light from 
heaven and strange vision. Being a scholarly man 
and a powerful advocate Paul soon succeeded in 
making numerous converts. Indeed, it is no exag- 
geration to say that he made more converts in a few 
years than all the chosen disciples of Jesus got 
together during their lives. The great doctrin of 
Paul was “Christ and him crucified.” 

He did not, however, believe in the physical res- 
urrection of Jesus. His view was that a spiritual 


[expression to their views. 


| body of Jesus had arisen, and that it was as spiritual 


beings we should all rise again, when on the last day 
the Lord came to judge mankind for their actions on 
earth. Flesh and blood” cannot inherit the king- 
dom of God, said Paul—and he went on to affirm 
that there were two kinds of" bodies, one terrestrial 
and the other celestial, and with the latter we 
appeared in the world beyond the grave. 

Constantly Paul reiterates the declaration that 
“if Ohrist were not risen then was their faith [ Ohris- 
tianity ] in vain.” 

That Paul’s vision was of an entirely subjectiv 
character there can be but little doubt; for the nar- 
rativ makes clear to us that the disciples who were 
with Paul “stood speechless, hearirg a voice but see- 
ing no man,” while Paul, who had himself fallen 
upon his face to the ground, “ arose from the earth ; 
and when his eyes were opened he saw no man ; but 
they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus” (Acts ix, 7, 8). On another oczasion, 
speaking of s similar experience, Paul declared that 
he knew not “ whether he was in the body or out of 
the body ” (2 Oor. i, 4). Upon this point, therefore, 
I again affirm that Paul never really saw Jesus, 
and that the appearance which he imagins he saw 
was like one of Hamlet’s visions of bis dead father, 
In my mind’s eye, Horatio.” 

The life of Paul was an extremely interesting one. 
Born at Tarsus, about fourteen years after the birth 
of Jesus, he appears to hav begun life under very 
favorable circumstances. His parents belonged to 
the Jewish sect known as Pharisees and brought 
their son up strictly in accordance with their princi- 
ples. To start with they gave him a good education. 
He was trained in a good school, and one of his 
principal teachers was the celebrated Rabbi Gamaliel. 
Paul also made himself familiar with the teachings 
of Plato (see Prof. Alexander Wilder on Paul and 
Pisto”) and with many of the great Greek poets, 
and fitted himself by systematic study to become & 
real teacher as well as a popular leader of the people. 

The parents of Paul, however, saw the necessity 
not only of having their son well educated, but of 
giving him a trade to fall back upon in case of need. 
Paul, we are informed, was instructed in the useful 
art of tent-making. . 

The description of the personal appearance of the 
great Ohristian advocate is thus given by Professor 
Allen: “ Paul, then, according to the legends, was a 
man little of stature, under five feet high, they say, 
high. shouldered, beetle-browed, with head. bent for- 
ward, his beard and hair at middle life of an iron- 
gray; his brow wide, his face thin, his eye deep and 
somewhat sad; the dark eye, the marked features, 
we msy suppose of the strong Jewish type. His 
bodily presence was weak and his speech contempt- 
ible—so his enemies said. That his speech was hesi- 
tating and slow when not aroused we may believe 
easily enough. It was so with Demosthenes; it was 
so with Mohammed, who, next to Paul, hes shown 
the most burning and effectiv eloquence of the 
Semitic race, and in whom, like Paul, that barrier of 
hesitation gave way on occasion to a hot flood of 
eager and passionate words that stirred great floods 
of popular conviction” (Christian History, vol. 1, 
quoted by Dr. Louis Janes in his Study of Primitiv 
Ohristianity). 

Paul, like Jesus, was brought up by stricily ortho- 
dox parents, but having more than ordinary ability 
he was capable of thinking out the views to which 
his brain gave adherence; but notwithstanding s 
certain originality of thought and a strong desire for 
freedom for himself, he nevertheless manifested a 
fierce spirit of persecution toward those who had the 
courage to differ from him and who sought to giv 
We are not surprised 
to learn, therefore, that Paul at first was a most 
vigorous opponent of Christianity, nor that when he 
subsequently embraced it he displayed the same big. 
oted spirit, the same malevolence toward opponents, 
as he had formerly toward his Christian adversaries. 
At the time of Paul the Jews had become scattered 
over the various parts of the earth, and wheresoever 


‘they went they endeavored to win adherents to their 


faith. And it must be distinotly understood that for 
years after the death of Jesus Christianity was only 
a sort of “extended Judaism,” preached and held by 
many Jews, and it was not until the heathen—Greek 
or Roman—was admitted into the community that 
any very grave or serious difficulties arose. 

The Acts of the Apostles contain a description of 
this period, and show how Stephen, a leader of the 
new Christian school, was barbarously murdered by 
being stoned to death by an infuriated mob of 
orthedox Jewish Obristians. Paul not only wit- 
nessed the martyrdom of Stephen but stood com. 
placently by and sanctioned this religious murder 
with the smile of his approval. 

Three years after his conversion to Christianity 
Paul began his career as a peregrinating missionary 
in the interests of the new faith. Everywhere 
Paul's labors were crowned with sucsess. 

He met with many obstacles, with many trials end 
troubles, but by dint of enthusiasm and steady effort 
he overcame them one by one. Ona two or three 
occasions he met Peter and James, but from neither 
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of them did he receive much encouragement in the 
work he had undertaken ; indeed, like most enthusi- 
asts, Paul was lef; to carry on his labora alone, until 
success had crowned hia efforts. 

N s doubt Peter distrusted Paul. He had known 
him when he was a strenuous Opponent, and he was 


not likely to teke kindly to him merely because he: 


changed his views, for Peter found himself at variance 
with Paul on many important points respecting the 
rites and ordinances of Judaism as a preliminary to 
baptism. Paul, being the intellectual superior of 
Peter, defeated him at every turn. a 
Extending his missionary labors to Antioch, 
Ephesus, Athens, and even Rome itself, Paul made 
fresh converts day by day. A gulf between the or- 


thodox Christians and the followers of Paul soon 
began to manifest itself, and this gulf widened con- . 


siderably after his death. O! Paul's death nothing 
certain is known. All we know is that he was put 
upon bis trial in Rome for stirring up public dissen-' 


sions, but whether he ultimately suffered martyrdom ., 


or died & natural death there is no evidence fo show. 
Of this, however, we may be certain, Paul played an 
important part in the propagation of a new phase of 
Ohrisiianity. 
as zealously carried on the work after his death. 

It is worthy of remark just here that the ides of 
Jesus as a divine being was as yet unknown. Paul 
certainly never considered Jesus in the light of a, 
God; nor did his numerous Jewish followers. In- 
deed, when orthodox Christianity came to involve: 
the dogma of the miraculous birth and supernatural: 
character of Jesus the Jaws opposed it and were ulti-. 
mately excluded from the Christian fold. 


According to the Acts of the Apostles Paul was a 


miracle-worker, and on one occasion raised à young: 
man from the dead (Acts xx, 9-11). 

He is also alleged to hav healed a cripple, and 
made bim stand upright on his feet and leap andi 
walk (Acts xiv, 9, 10). 

No doubt the possession of this supposed power: 
gave Paul additional power. All that was necessary 
on the part of the sfülicted believer was to hav faith. 

Yes, faith, and plenty of it, has proved sufficient: 
in all ages of ignorance and credulity. 

Intellectus! cripples too ofien hav had no other 
support; and history affords us the amplest proof 


that priests hav never failed to take advantage of 


their knowledge of this fact. Anrhon B. Moss. 
— — ůũ —— 


Prayer of the Unbeliever. 


I. 
An old man with shrunken features, long gray 


locks, dimmed eyes, emaciated form, and a face 
shrouded with melanchely, gazed through an open 
window into the depths of a starry night. 

The mystery of interminable space overwhelmed 
his soul. 

The incalculable distance of the shining points 
weighted him down with their immensity. i 

The universe, with its endless array of systems, itg 
planetary grandeurs, its stupendous stellar amplitude, 
enveloped him and crushed him into the very dust 
of nothingness. i 

Even the planet on which he stood seemed, in 
compsrison with the monstrous whole, an infinitesi- 
mal fragment of a leaf on which some human laryæ 
cling, and as minute, invisible, as unknown, in the 
entirety of creation as an atom of ether in remotest 
space. i 

He feit himself to be only an individual in the 
contemptible and microscopic infusoria of existence ; 


one of a billion occupants of a tiny globule known . 


as earth; a drop so insignificant in comparison with 
the mass of created things that it is no more to be 
distinguished, known, individualized, than a fleck of 
foam in the breakers of the isolated Antarctic. 

The hugeness of his environment and the concep- 
tion of his own obscurity and minuteness swept 
over him like a great flood, and he felt himself 
adrift, helpless, like some strangling swimmer. 

In his wretchedness he prayed, and this was the 
prayer that he poured out in the starry night. 


II. 

I address thee as the Great Unknown. I do not 
even know that thou hast existence. I scarcely even 
hope that what I may utter may not be wasted, lost 
in this yawning, pitiless void—that my supplication 
may be addressed only to esrless and sightless 
vacuity. I am, despite myself, an unbeliever. I can 
not believe that Jesus Christ was thy son. I can 
not believe that he died on the cross to placate thy 
anger, or to satisfy thy demands for vengeance. 
cannot believe that he arose from the dead and 
ascended into heaven. 2E 

I cannot believe that in all the ages of humanity 
there has been uttered even one faint whisper which 
may be construed as evidence of a future life. I 
cannot believe that there is a single fact which per- 
mits the conclusion that man dies other than as the 
trees die, or that he livs again, save ag the genera- 
tions of vegetation which rise each from the grave 
of its ancestor. Thou art said to ba ever-existent, 
omnipresent, omnipotent, and just. If thou art ever- 
existent, thou art of to day; if omnipresent, thou 
art here on this lonely mote wandering in space, to 


He won hundreds of followers, who. - 
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listen to my petition; if omnipotent thou canst, 
and if just thou wilt, grant it. 


IL 


Sad is the good-night which has no hope of a to- 
morrow. 

Eternal seems the parting whose shadows obscure 
the light of life. : l 

Penetrate its gloom with the auroral gray of 
dawn! Dissipate the approaching darkness whose 
twilight is lung upon me by the oppressiv night ! 

My soul has been a thousand times bathed in tears 
‘as I hav listened to the simple expression of faith in 
children. They believe without effort, hindrance, or 
hesitation. The grave has for them no terrors; 
they see beyond and above, where there are golden 
streets, and an existence joyous and eternal. 

Oftentimes the tones of singers as they chant the 
beneficence of the father to his children, flood my 
eyes as there comes to me the conviction, I hav no 
father, no faith, no future! With swift but un- 
willing steps I am approaching a turbulent river. 

I see already the funeral mists which float. above 
it; and through. which no further shore is visible. 
Even now I feel the cold and deadly chill of ite 
waters; I feel myself in fancy borne away on its 
swift, relentless currents, to be voided into the 
limitless ocean of unconsciousness. 

Impenetrable are the. overhanging mists, sullen 
and despairing are the voices of the waters of this 

' somber stream. Lift the rayless gloom incumbent 
on this sad river and permit me to see the “shining 
silver shore” beyond. Hav these impenetrable 
mists a boundary? Is there a sky in the distance 
full of blue and promis, beneath which they hav 
melted away and disappeared ? 

Is there far across this stream a region whence 
the shadows hav flown, and eternal sunshine vivifies 
the chilled and exhausted swimmer? Emerges one 
‘from the gloom into effalgent light, as the sleeper of 
the night suddenly wakens to the glories of a beauti- 
ful morning ? i l 

Iv. 


If thou art omniscient, thou knowest that I am 


. torn with a deadly apprehension of a death which 


ends all or a future life of eternal pain. I would 
wish to believe that death is the dividing line between 
the mortal and the immortal; that the future givs 
rest; that there are in the beyond compensations 
for the sufferings, the failures of the present. I 
know that the desire for a life in the future and ever- 
lasting rest may be but an expression of timorous 
selfishness, such as impels the hunted animal to fly 
from the arrow of the pursuer; that the dread of 
the darkness of death may be only the unfounded 
fear of a child to penetrate the shadows of night, 

I do not know that I hav earned the right to im- 
mortality; I do not know that I hav done aught to 
entitle me to the reward of eternal life. : 
. But, having within this apprehension of a future 
which may be fraught with indescribable anguish, I 
invoke thy potent aid; I am adrift in mid-ocean, I 
cling to a straw in my desperation. l 

" 'Tumultuous waves are above and about me and 
dash me from depth to crest. 


The winds clutch me and shriek as if mocking my | 


helplessness and desolation, and my ears are stunned 
with the clamors of the storm. All about me is 
darkness as dense as that of the grave. | 

The sun has disappeared, the stars shine not; 
rayless despair environs me and tenebrious horrors 
menace with annihilation. Command these winds 
and waves to sink to rest. 

Sweep away the pall of darkness. Let the stars 
shine down with a promis of mortality in their 
sympathetic glances. Point out to me on the horizon 
of the ocean on which I am tossed the thither shores 
of a celestial world. ; 

If thou art just, thou canst not leave me to strug- 
gle alone in this grewsome peril; I came not hither 
of my own accord; and now in tby omnipotence 
make me believe that which I cannot. 

If thou art all-good, giv me a vision that stops 
not short of the further shore. Let me look be. 
yond and see the light of glory shimmering on the 
everlasting plains of the hills of the better land. 

Let my ear catch the echo of voices hymning 
exultant anthems over their final deliverance. I hear 
no response. The immensity into weich I speak 
absorbs my voice, and it is lost. The awful space is 
void, and I speak only to emptiness. There is no 
ear to listen to the ory of humanity. I call only into 
the unfathomable depths of a void. There is no 
intelligence there, no sympathy, no substantiality— 
no God! 

v. 


The head of the old man dropped on the window- 
sill, and his long gray locks were tossed by the 
breezes of night. They caught up his last fearful 
utterance and carried it far out into the silence. 
The mystery of space, the vast distances of the 
shining points, the immensity of the universe, grew 
more oppressiv and menacing, and crushed out from 
his soul his last faint hope. Potro, 


A Problem. 

That there are many phenomena of Spiritualism 
that are honest and evince the activ participation of 
intelligences beyond ourselvs is indubitable. But 
the admission that our intelligence continues to 
exist after the destruction of the body, in a self- 
conscious state, involves an absurdity to all seeming. 
There are instances of persons losing part of the 
brain and thereby losing, during the whole of their 
after lives, all the characteristics identifying them. 
In such cases educated men hav lost all their learn- 
ing and had to begin the very rudiments. All 
knowledge of their past lives has been lost, and all 
acquaintance with even their wives and children. 
Briefly, there has been perfect metempsychosis while 
occupying the same body. There hav algo been 
cases where, from some injury to the brain, the 
person tfflieted has lost all knowledge of past exist- 
ence as well as consciousness of the present. They 
hav simply vegetated for years as it were, when, by 
some chance, the pressure or injury to the brain has 
been relieved and self-consciousness was restored 
instantly. Yet all memory, all knowledge of the 
past, was lost. Their wives and children were as 
strangers to them. We are then confronted with 
this seeming absurdity: to wit, destroy part of the 
brain or injure it and self-consciousness is annihi- 
lated; but destroy body and brain altogether and 
the self-consciousness continues to liv on!] Solve 
me this problem. . Herr. 


What Is Money? 


To raz Eprror or Tun Trura Szexer, Sir: I 
desire, with your permission, to try to answer the 
above question. Oertain Dr. F.’s (“doctors of 
finance”) hav recently been inventing schemes by 
which to supply everybody with plenty of money, 
and all these schemes point to the same modus oper- 
andi, viz., a government stamp on something cheap 
and plenty, notably paper. 
` Mr. O. Dutton, in Tux Tauru Szzxer of August 
1st, calls Colonel Ingersoll’s attention to what he 
calls some “ bottom facts” on the subject of “ making 
money by law.” 

He says it is only necessary to come to an sgree- 
ment as to what is money. How come to an agree- 
ment and who must agree? Is there any ambiguity 
or doubt as to the meaning of the word money? 
Long sgo, during the sixteenth and seventeenth 
century, beads, wampum, and dried codfish were 
used as measures of value, but later civilization has 
given us something far better and more enduring 
and less changeable, gold, silver, copper and nickel, 
and our Congress has enacted that these metals only 
shall be coined into money, and when so coined shall 
become a legal tender for all debts. 

It does not seem necessary to come to any agree- 
ment about the meaning of the word money. It is 
as plain and definit as any other word in the English 
language. See Webster's and Worcester’s diction- 
aries and the history of money in the encyclopedise. 
Money means metallic coins. 

Worcester givs an expression, paper money, and 
defines it as notes, drafts, bills of exchange, promises 
to pay money. 

Some of the modern finance doctors hav been ask- 
ing for fiat money and plenty of it. They are prob- 
ably young, and hav not read with due attention the 
past histories of that fallacy. 

I refer them to the French assignats, the Conti- 
nental currency, the Confederate currency, and innu- 
merable shinplasters of wildcat banks and speculativ 
individuals. 

But the fiat fellows will say the government stamp 
will make all paper promises as good as gold. Not 
quite; as I remember during 1861-4, when govern- 


ment was getting in debt at the rate of a million a 


day, the currency, with the government stamp on it, 
became depreciated down to forty cents on the 
dollar, about equal to the proportion of gold and 
silver to the volume of the currency. 

T am proud to say, however, that now the promises 
to pay of our government (agents of the people) are 
worth one hundred cents on the dollar, because it 
can and will pay. 

I am not disposed to dispute with Mr. Dutton 
sbout the meaning of the word “make.” It is not 
a synonym of “coin” as applied to converting metal 
into money. The Oonstitution does not say Congress 
shall hav power to “ make" money. 

The governments of all civilized countries coin 
their money of the precious metals, and they all stamp 
the value of the coins in accordance, nearly, with the 
intrinsic value of the metal used. 

Mr. Datton denies this and asserts that the idea 
has been exploded over and over again; if it has 
been so many times exploded, it must hav been 
fired off by the eloquent fiat advocates, and not 
heard by the antiquated friends of a solid metallic 
foundation to our currency. 

I wish to paraphrase one of Mr. Dutton’s sentences 
as follows, viz: Hence where the people's agents 
issue paper promises for the people to pay, they first 
assure themselvs that the debt they are creating is a 
just one, and the coin for its payment is within 


the present and prospectiv reach of the people's 
agents. i 

The substitution of make for “coin” isa quibble 
and without foree. If Mr. Dutton takes one hun- 
dred pounds of gold and half a ton of silver bullion 
to the mint, the superintendent of the mint weighs 
it and give Mr. Dutton a certificate that the bullion 
or coin is his, and that he can get it at any time by 
presenting the certificate. 

Mr. Dutton is at some pains to make Colonel In- 
gersoll appear in favor of government's making plenty 
of (fiat) money so that the people won't hav to pay 
taxes ; I don't understand the colonel to be so incon- 
sistent, but that is his business, not mine. 

I concede ingenuity and skill to Mr. Dutton in 
his well-written article, but he is evidently imbued 
with the modern fallacy that promissory notes are 
money, and that it is safe and desirable for gov- 
ernments to make an unlimited supply of them so 
that everybody can hav all they want. 

Fort Worth, Tex., Aug. 4, 1891. J. M. Brown. 


— D 8M . 
Closing the World's Fair on Sunday. 


The Sunday fanatics who claim to be such devotees 
of temperance are using every possible fair and foul 
means to insure the closing of the Fair at Ohicago on 
Sundays. 

They all claim thousands and thousands of people 
will be there from all parts of the country; they 
know that sleeping accommodations will be limited ; 
that the average’ bedroom will not be a place of 
pleasant retreat or comfort during the day. Visitors 
cannot remain in their rooms. The fanatics want 
to close the Exposition on Sundays so visitors will 
be forced to go to the saloons; there will be no 
other places open if the Sunday fanatics hav their 
way—auniegs it be the churches and graveyards. 

Is there a doubt in the mind of any rational being 
that closing the exhibition on Sundays will drive 
thousands of the visitors to the saloons? Where 
else can they go? 

Will not the few extra dollars gathered in the ool- 
lection plates from the few who succumb to the 
pressure and go to church be dearly obtained by 
such a scheme? 

Oan any plan be devised to insure a greater 
amount of drunkenness and debauchery, or more 
general “desecration of the holy American Sab- 
bath ?" 

Petitions for Sunday closing of the World’s Fair 
at Chicago should be truthfully indorsed, ** Petition 
to aid the keepers of dives, gambling hells, and 
houses of ill-fame during the World’s Fair at 
Chicago.“ O. B. RzyNor»s. 


—— . —⏑d 


Christianity Under Nationalism. 


The following letter was picked up ina railroad 
car. It has neither address nor signature, but may 
possibly catch the writer’s eye in these columns: 

RzvrREND AND Dear BROTHER: I hav just received 
your letter, and hasten to say, Amen, to all you write 
against dancing and probation for the heathen. 
But I must also say, my dear brother, that you look 
at Nationalism too much from the merely economic 
standpoint, which is really carnal and worldly. You 
fail to see that this is the cause of Christ! Why, 
just suppose all the railroads were now owned and 
run by the government. We, ministers of all 
churches, would insist on our right to free passes 
for ourselvs and our families on all the roads. We 
had them in the good old times; and we ought to 
now, for the same reason that the churches go un- 
taxed. We get special privileges at the custom- 
house now; and no administration could afford to 
make us its enemies. Brother Harrison is especially 
friendly to us; and everybody knows how much we 
hav done for his party. If we had free passes, we 
could and should do a great deal more. He would 
be sure of being renominated next summer (and re- 
elected, too), for he would hav not only our aid, but 
that of all the station-agents, baggage-masters, con- 
ductors, brakemen, switch-tenders, and trackmen in 
the United States. They would all be Harrison 
men, and he could hav them all registered where he 
liked, so as to carry all the doubtful states. No 
trouble about their going home tovote! Whichever 
party has the chance to nationalize our railroads will 
secure a long lease of power. I trust in God to giv 
this opportunity to such an administration as that of 
Harrison and Wanamaker, for that would make us 
truly a Christian nation for evermore. 

—äů—̃ -àuun— . 

Tur Freethinkers of Newark, N. J., are organizing a com- 
plimentary benefit-meeting for Miss Ada Campbell, the 
Australian lecturess, who leaves for England the end of this 
month. The meeting will take place Sunday, August 16th, 
at 7:30 P. M., at the Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey street, 
corner of Market street (the committee having kindly 
tendered the use of the hall for the occasion). Miss Camp. 
bell will deliver a farewell lecture entitled, Good and Evil, 
Vice and Virtue, Men and Women." Admission will be by 
ticket only. Ticket 50 cents. 

— P "D 

Szxp for catalog of our publications. Sent free 
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The Decision Against Mr, King. 


[The following ia Judge Hammond's consideration of the 
religious issues involved in his decision against B. M. King, 
convicted of working on Sunday and fined $75. The con- 
sideration of the law points involved precedes it and is of 
about equal length. He holds that King was convicted by 
due process of law,” that working on Sunday is a common 
nuisance according to Tennessee law, which law is not 
unconstitutional, and that the fourteenth Amendment has 
not been violated in this case. Then he says:] 


Perhaps this judgment should end here, and that, 
technically, nothing more should be said. Yet it 
may be due to counsel to giv some response to their 
extended and really very able arguments upon other 
questions which they think are involved, and which 
they wish to hav decided in this case. As we do not 
refuse their motion to discharge the petitioner be- 
cause of any want of jurisdiction, but only because 
we decide that he has not been convicted with due 
process of law, as he alleges, it may not be improper, 
and, at least, it will emphasize our judicial allegiance 
to the principle already adverted to of the conclusiv- 
ness, a8 a matter of evidence, of the verdict against 
him, if we say that but for that allegiance we should 
hav no difficulty in thinking that King has been 
wrongfully convicted. Not because he has any 
guarantee under the federal or state constitutions 
against a law denouncing him .and punishing him 
for a nuisance in working on Sunday, for he has not. 

It was a belief of Mr. Madison and other founders 
of our government that they had practically estab- 
lished absolute religious freedom and exemption 
from persecution for opinion’s sake in matters of 
religion ; but while they made immense strides in 
that direction, and subsequent progress in freedom 
of thought has advanced the liberalism of the con- 
ception these founders had, as a matter of fact, they 
left to the states the most absolute power on the 
subject, and any of them might, if they chose, estab- 
lish a creed and a church and maintain it. The most 
they did, as they confessed, was to set a good exam- 
ple by the federal Oonstitution, and happily that 
example has been substantially followed in this mat- 
ter, and by no state more thoroughly than Tennessee, 
where sectarian freedom of religious belief is guar- 
anteed by the constitution ; not in the sense argued 
here, that King, as a Seventh Day Adventist, or 
some other as & Jew, or yet another as a Seventh 
Day Baptist, might set at defiance the prejudices, if 
you please, of other sects having control of legisla- 
tion in the matter of Sunday observances, but only 
in the sense that he should not himself be disturbed 
in the practices of his creed, which is quite a differ- 
ent thing from saying that in the course of his daily 
labor, disconnected with his religion, just as much 
as other people's labor is disconnected with their 
religion, labor not being an acknowledged principle 
or tenet of religion by him, nor generally or any- 
where, he might disregard laws made in aid, if you 
choose to say so, of the religion of other sects. We 
say not acknowledged by him, because, although he 
testifies that the Fourth Commandment is as binding 
in its direction for labor on six days of the week as 
for rest on the seventh, he does not prove that that 
notion is held as a part of the creed of his sect and 
religiously observed as such, and we know, historic- 
ally, that generally it has not been so considered by 
any religionists or their teachers. But if a noncon- 
formist of any kind should enter the church of 
another sect, and those assembled there were required, 
every one of them, to comply with a certain ceremony, 
he could not discourteously refuse because his mode 
was different or because he did not believe in the 
divine sanction of that ceremony and rely upon this 
constitutional guaranty to protect his refusal. We 
do not say Sunday observance may be compelled 
upon this principle aga religious act, but only illus- 
trate that the constitutional guarantee of religious 
freedom does not. afford the measure of duty under 
such circumstances, nor does it any more, it seems 
to us, protect the citizen in refusing to eonform to 
Sunday ordinances. It was not intended to hav 
that effect any more than under our federal Consti- 
tution the polygamists may defy the Ohristian laws 
against bigamy upon the ground of religious feeling 
or sentiment, the freedom of which has been guar- 
anteed. 

Nor do we believe King was wrongfully convicted, 
because Ohristianity is not & part of the law of the 
land, for in the sense pointed out by Mr. Ohief- 
justice Olayton in State vs. Ohandler, supra, and 
more recently by Dr. Anderson, a clergyman, before 
the Social Science Association (20 Alb. L. J., 265, 
285), it surely is ; but not in the dangerous sense so 
forcibly combated by Mr. Jefferson and other writers 
following him in the controversy over it, The 
Fourth Commandment is neither a part of the com- 
mon law or the statute, and disobedience to it is not 
punishable by law ; and certainly the substitutssn of 
the first day of the week for the seventh as a part of 
the commandment has not been accomplished by 
municipal process, and the substitution is not bind- 
ing as such. The danger that lurks in this applica- 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 15, 1891. . 


tion of the aphorism has been noted by every intelli- 
gent writer under my observation, and all agree that 
this Commandment, either in its original form as 
practiced by petitioner, or in its substituted applica- 
tion to the first day of the week, is not more a part 
of our common law than the doctrin of the trinity or 
the Apostle’s Creed. Nevertheless, by a sort of facti- 
tious advantage, the observers of Sunday hav secured 
the aid of the civil law and adhere to that advantage 


with great tenacity in spite of the clamor for relig- 


ious freedom and the progress that has been made 
in the absolute separation of church and state, and in 
spite of the strong and merciless attack that has 
always been ready, in the field of controversial theol- 
ogy, to be made, as it has been made here, upon the 
claim of divine suthority for the change from the 
seventh to the first day of the week. Volumes hav 
been written upon the subject, and it is not useful to 
attempt to add anything to it here. We hav no tri- 
bunals for its decision, and the efforts to extirpate 
the advantage above mentioned by judicial decision 
in favor of a civil right to disregard the change seem 
to me quite useless. The proper appeal is to the 
legislature, for the courts cannot change that which 
has been done, however done, by the civil law in 
favor of the Sunday observers. The religion of 
Jesus Christ is so interwoven with the texture of our 
civilization and every one of its institutions, that it is 
impossible for any man or set of men to liv amongst 
us and find exemption from its influences and re- 
straints. Sunday observance is so essentially a part 
of that religion that it is impossible to rid our laws 
of it, quite as impossible as to abolish the custom we 
hav of using the English language or clothing our- 
selvs with the garments appropriate to our sex. The 
logie of personal liberty would allow, perhaps de- 
mand, a choice of garments, but the choice is denied. 
So civil or religious freedom may stop short of ita 
logic in this matter of Sunday observance. It is 
idle to expect in government perfect action or har- 
mony of essential principles, and whoever administers, 
whoever makes, and whoever executes the laws must 
take into account the imperfections, the passions, 
the prejudices, religious or other, and the errings of 
men because of these. 
cases & perfect observance of Sunday according to 
the rules of religion; and, indeed, the sects are at 
war with each other as to the modes of observance. 
And yet no wise man will say that there shall be, 
therefore, no observance aí all. Government leaves 
the warring sects to observe as they will, so they do 
not disturb each other, aud as to the non-observer, 
he can be allowed his fullest personal freedom in all 
respects ; largely he is allowed to do as he pleases, 
and generally there is no pursuit of him, in these 
days, as a mere matter of disciplining his conscience ; 
but only when he defiantly sets up his non-observance 
by ostentatious display of his disrespect for the feel- 


‘ings or prejudices of others. 


If the human impulse to rest on as many days as 
one can hav for rest from toil is not adequate, as it 
usually is, to secure abstention from daily vocations 
on Sunday, one may, and many thousands do, work 
on that day without complaint from any source ; but 
if one ostentatiously labors for the purpose of em- 
phasizing his distaste for or his disbelief in the cus- 
tom, he may be made to suffer for his defiance by 
persecutions, if you call them so, on the part of the 
great majority, who will compel him to rest when 
they rest—as it does in many other instances com- 
pel men to yield individual tastes to the public 
taste, sometimes by positiv law, and sometimes by a 
universal public opinion and practice far more poten- 
tial than a formal statute. There is scarcely any 
man who has not had to yield something to this law 
of the majority, which is itself a universal law, from 
which we cannot escape in the name of equal rights 
or civil liberty. As before remarked, one may not 
discard his garments and appear without them, or in 
those not belonging to the-sex, and this illustration 
is used rather than others, frequently given, based 
on the laws of sanitation, education, criminal prac- 
tices, cruelty, blasphemy, and the like, because it 
seems somewhat freer from the inherent element of 
injury to others, and contains likewise the element 
of a selection that would seem to be harmless in 
itself; so that it illustrates, pertinently, that one 
must observe the general custom as to a day of 
public rest, just as he must reasonably wear the gar- 
ments of his sex selected by general custom. There- 
fore, while out of our sixty-four million of people there 
are & comparativly very few thousands who prefer 
the seventh day to the first as a day of rest and for 
religious observances, according to the strict letter 
of the Commandment, and who, possibly with good 
reason, resent the change that has been made as 
being without divine sanction, the fact remains that 
the change has been made by almost universal cus- 
tom, and they must conform to it so far as it relates 
io its quality as a day of public rest. 

And here it may be noted that sometimes too 
little heed is given in the consideration of the ques- 
tion to this quality of associated rest from labor. It 
is not altogether an individual matter of benefit from 
the rest, for undoubtedly to each individua! one day 
of the seven would answer as well as another, but it 


We cannot hav in individual | 


is the benefit to the population of & general and 
aggregate cessation from labor on a given day which 
the law would secure, because for good reason, no 
doubt, found in our practice of it, it is beneficial to- 
the population to do this thing, and they hav estab- 
lished the custom to do it. The fact that religious 
belief is one of the foundations of the custom is no 
objection to it as long as the individual is not com- 
pelled to observe the religious ceremonies others 
ehoose to observe in connection with their rest- 
days. As we hay said in the outset, not one of our 
laws or institutions or customs is free from the influ- 
ence of our religion, and that religion has put our race 
and people in the very front of all nations in every- 
thing that makes the human race comfortable and 
useful in the world. This very principle of religious 
freedom is the product of our religion, as all our good 
customs are, and if it be desirable to extend that 
principle to the ultimate condition that no man shall 
be in the least restrained, by law or publie opinion, 
in hostility to religion itself, or in the exhibition of 
individual eccentricities or practices of sectarian 
peculiarities of religious observances of any kind, or 
be fretted with laws colored by any religion that is. 
diatasteful to anybody, those who desire that con- 
dition must, necessarily, await its growth into that 
enlarged . application. But the courts cannot, in 
cases like this, ignore the existing customs and laws 
of the masses, nor their prejudices and passions 
even, to lift the individual out of the restraints sur- 
rounding him because of those customs and laws 
before the time has come when public opinion shall 
free all men in thé manner desired. , 
Therefore it is that the petitioner cannot shelter 
himself just yet behind the doctrin of religious free- 
dom in defying the existence of a law and its appli- 
eation to him, which is distasteful to his own relig- 
ious feeling or fanaticism, that the seventh day of 


the week, instead of the first, should be set apart by . 


the publie for the day of public rest and religious 
practices. That is what he really believes and 
wishes, he and his sect, and not that each individual 
shall select his own day of public rest and his own 
day of labor. His real complaint is, that his adversa- 
ries on this point hav the advantage of usage and 
custom and the laws founded on that usage and 
custom, not that religious freedom has been denied 
to him. He does not belong to the class that would 
abrogate all laws for a day of rest, because the day 
of rest is useful to religion and aids in maintaining 
its churches, for none more than he professes the 
sanctifying influence of the Fourth Commandment, 
the literal observance of which by himself and all 
men is the distinguishing demand of his own 
peculiar sect. His demand for religious freedom is as 
disingenuous here as is the argument of his adversary 
sects that it is the economic value of the day of rest 
and not its religious character which they would pre- 
serve by civil law. The truth is, both are dom- 
inated by their religious controversy over the day, 
but like all other motivs that are immaterial in the 
administration of the law, the courts are not con- . 
cerned with them. Malice, religious or other, may 
dictate & prosecution, but if the law has been vio- 
lated, this fact never shields the law-breaker. 
Neither do the courts require that there shall be 
some moral obloquy fo support a given law before 
enforcing it, and it is not necessary to maintain that 
to violate the Sunday observance custom shall be of 
itself immoral, to make it criminal in the eyes of the 
law. It may be harmless in itself, because, as pe- 
titioner believes, God has not set apart that day for 
rest and holiness, to work on Sunday, and yet, if man 
has set it apart, in due form, by his law, for rest, it 
must be obeyed as man’s law if not as God's law; 
and it is just as evil to violate such a law, in the eyes 
of the world, as one sanctioned by G'od—I mean just 
as criminal in law. The crime is in doing the thing 
forbidden by law, hsrmless though it be in itself. 
U. S. vs. Jackson, 24 Fed. Rep., 548; Re MeCoy, 31 
Fed. Rep., 794; S. O., 527; U. S., 731, 733. There- 
fore, all that part of the argument that it is not 
hurtful in itself to work on Sunday, apart from the 
religious sanctity of the day, is beside the question, 
for if may be that the courts would hold that re- 
peated repetitions of a violation of law forbidding 
even a harmless thing could bes nuisance, as tending 
to a breach of the peace. 2 Bish. Or. L., Section 
965; 11b., Section 812. Neglecting to do a thing is 
sometimes a nuisance. 1 Russ. Or., 318. That is to 
gay, a nuisance might be predicated of an act barm- 
less‘in itself, if the will of the majority bad lawfully 
forbidden the act, and rebellion against that will 
would be the gravamen of the offense—or, to express 
it otherwise, there is in one sense s certain immoral- 
ity in refusing obedience to the laws of one’s country, 
subjection to which God himself has enjoined upon 
us. 

It is a nuisance. But whatever plenary power 
may exist in the state to declare repeated violations 
of its Jaws and the usages of its people a nuisance 
and criminal, until the case of Parker vs. State, 
supra, and until the case of King, to which we yield 
our judicial obedience, there seems not to hav been 
any law, statute or common, declaring the violation 
of the statutes against working on Sunday a common 
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nuisance. Mr. Ohief-justice Ruffin has demonstrated, 
we think, that there was no such common law of the 
mother state of North Carolina, from which we hav 
derived our common law and these statuter. M. & 
V. Code, 2 289, 2,009 2010, 2 011, 2,012 2 013 ; Act 
N. O., 1,741; I Soott Rev., 55; Ib., 795; Oar. and 
Nich, 638; State vs. Williams, 4 Ired., 400; State 
vs. Brooksbank. 6 Ired., 73. Tre case of State vs. 
Lorry, 7 Bax., 95, is in accordance with these author- 
ities, and I may say that, with some patience, I hav 
traced as far as I hav been able the common law 
authorities, and, if judgment rested with me, should 
say that there is not any foundation in them for 
ruling that it is a common law nuisance to work in 
one’s fields on Sunday, and the supreme court of 
North Carolina so decided. Maul J., said in Rawlins 
vs. West Derby (2 C. B., 74), that “in the time of 
Oharles II. an act of Parliament passed providing 
that certain things that formerly might hav been 
done on Sunday should no longer be done on that 
day, all other things being lefi to the freedom of 
the common law.” This act was not adopted by 
North Carolina or by Tennessee as part of their 
common law, but was by North Carolina and after- 
ward by Tennessee substantially re-enacted, and is 
the foundation of our Sunday laws. The precedent 
for a common law indictment taken by Ohitty from 
a manual known as the Circuit Companion," was 
omitted from subsequent editions (2 Ohit. Or., 6 ed., 
20 and note). Aud while many American courts hav 
laid hold of the statements in the old text writers 
that such an indictment was known at common law, 
and upon their authority subsequent writers hav 
proceeded to state the text law to be so, ib is quite 
certain that no adjudicated case in England ean be 
found to establish the statement that, strictly and 
technically, there was any such offense known to the 
common law. In this sense it may be said that 
King was wrongfully. convicted, the State vs. Lorry 
wrongfully overruled, and Parker vs. State wrong- 
fully decided, but it does not belong to this court to 
overrule these decisions, and it does belong to the 
state court to make them, and King’s conviction 
under them is dus process of law.” 
Remand the prisoner. 


purposed to inflict on them a little mortification of 
the body, so that they might leave the vessel not 
only temporally, but spiritually refreshed. The 
brawny boatswain then appeared with knout in hand, 
and gave each one of these Boston saints a merciless 
whipping, after which, with brotherly admonition, 
the captain put them aboard of a boat and sent them 
ashore. That land-lubbers were afterward put in 
the stocks and were publicly whipped by the sancti- 
monious Puritans for the desecrating act of walking 
irreverently on Sunday there is no doubt, but the 
reasonable supposition is that exceptions were msde 
in favor of sea-captains who wens ashore for a Sun- 
day promenade. Warren Sumra. 

Dahlonega. : 

— . 
Astonishing 

That any man laying any claim to intelligence or 
correct knowledge of history should compare the 
United States of America in 1880 or 1890 with the 
Continental government of 1775 avd 1776 and the 
paper issues of the Continental Congress with those 
of the United States at this time, aud insist or even 
intimate that because the former money was a partial 
failure, the Jatter must of necessity be. We hav 
little or no confidence in the honesty or patriotism 
of the hired authors who now, at the bidding cf 
Wall street, point to the example of the Continental 
government. as a warning to the greatest nation not 
to issue paper money. Let them be reminded of 
the following facts: 

Our fathers were not at-the time a nation. They 
had pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their 
sacred honor in support of their right to be inde- 
pendent. We, through their sacrifices, hav been a 
nation one hundred years. They numbered only 
three million of souls; we number sixty million. 
Thirteen. states composed the confederation; we 
number more than forty. Their western boundary 
was the Mississippi river; ours, the Pasific ocean. 
They had no fortifications, no army, no navy, no 
canals, no railroads, no steamboats, no steamships, 
no telegraphs, no Constitution, no laws made there- 
under; no legislativ, judicial, or executiv depart- 
ments of the government; no national duties on 
imports, no national internal revenue, no manu- 
factories, no . experienced artisans, no money, 
no credit, and then foreign commerce was at the 
time cut off. We hav fortifications at every as- 
sailable point; can in a short time put a mill. 
ion of brave men under arms, well equipped, 
and can cover the ocean with our ships. Our 
canals connect our inland seas with the ocean. The 
whole Union is checkered with railroads, connecting 
all parts of the country, even the Atlantic and the 
Pacific. Our manufacturing establishments are 
found in every state in the Union. Our machine- 
shops hav been supplied with the most experienced 
artisans. Our agricultural products enable us to 
export more than $500,000,000 per annum. Our 
duties on imports amount to over $200,000,000 
annually. Our internal revenue and the production 
of the precious metals amount to many millions 
more. In view of these facts, how preposterous to 
compare the United States of 1880 or 1890 with the 
Continental government in 1776, and their issues of 
paper money with those of the United States now. 
The Continental government failed to meet its obli- 
gations. The government of the United States 
under the Constitution never has. In 1776 the Con- 
tinental government had established no credit at 
home or abroad. The government of the United 
States has established a first-class credit both at 
home and abroad. A currency issued by the govern- 
ment of the United States, made a legal tender in all 
parts of the nation, paid out for all debts due by 
the government,.and received into the treasury for 
all debts due the nation, can never be at discount 
for coin. . 

Mr. Calhoun in few words expresses the difference 
between Continental money and United States 
treasury notes. He says “the former was a promis 
to pay without revenue, but the latter is a promis 
to receive for revenue, with abundance of revenue to 
receive.” We add that the former promis was not 
made by a nation, to be fulfilled by a nation. i The 
latter is made by a nation having the ability to 

m. 
P lntory may be a very good teacher, but it is not 
a teacher that can giv brains to the student. 1 : 

Cannot the people of the United States doin this 
age what Venice did successfully, with paper money, 
for more than three hundred years? Of course they 
can, and will; all the learned financial quacks, in- 
cluding presidents of colleges, bank presidents, and 
thousands of others, mere pimps of Wall street, to 
the contrary notwithstanding. F. H. Mansz. 

Globe Village, Mass. 

re 

Arrer slander, nothing is communicated more 
promptly then superstition, fanaticism, sorcery, and 
tales of those raised from the dead.— Voltaire. 

— — . — — — 
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siderable importance—is moved by our example to 
attempt the same thing. If it fails here all the good 
forces in these sister cities will be discouraged, and 
all the opposing forces correspondingly encouraged. 
And it is a struggle not only for the present but for 
a long period cf time. Let this cause fail now and 
it will be years before such a movement will be 
inaugurated again.” 

We sincerely hope the dolorous whiné of the 
“meek and lowly follower of the lamb” will be veri- 
fied. It will if vigorous work on the part of the 
Washington Secular Union will help to attain so 
desirable a condition of things. 

We are pushing the circulation of our pamphlet, 
“ Facts in Regard to Sunday Laws," and securing 
the insertion in leading newspapers throughout the 
state of telling articles on the subject that cannot 
fail to educate the people and force honest Christians 
to exemin the reasons of their faith and hope.” 

Some good but unthinking people are opposed to 
any action on the part of the Washington Secular 
Union or its officers against enforcing closing of 
saloons on Sunday. 

This is the dregs of their orthodoxy; they would 
do evil that good might come of it. It is never right 
to sanction wrong, or even tacitly sanction any en- 
croachments on our liberties. i 

The attempt of the Sunday fanatics to close the 
saloons on Sunday is only to gain sympathizers, 
whom they will use to help enforce rigid Sunday 
observance in all other business. 

Closing the saloon on Sunday is self-evidently 
dons in the interest of Sunday, rather than of tem- 
perance. 

Why close saloons on Sunday any mcre than on 
any other day? Why, Sunday is the Sabbath. Sun- 
day is the Lord’s day. - Sunday is the day of relig- 
ious worship. Exactly. Then Sunday laws, whether 
for Sunday closing, Sunday rest, or Sunday worship, 
are religious laws, and every true Liberal, every 
friend of reason, right, and justice, should oppose all 
such laws. 

If it is right or allowable to do any act on one 
day of the week, it is just as right and lawful on 
any other day of the week. 

Acts are good or bad in themselvs and cannot be 
made virtuous or vicious by the particular day when 
they are performed. 

C. B. RexNor»s, Sec. Wash. Sec. Union. 

Fremont, Wash. 


— 


Forced to Take Their Own Mediein. 


It is consoling to contemplate that the narrow- 
minded, bigoted, and cruel Puritans of the eighteenth 
century sometimes found their match, and were com- 
pelled to take a dose of their own soul-saving medi- 
cin. In the year 1774 one of his majesty’s war-ships 
lay in Boston harbor commanded by an old salt 
named Leo. Captain Leo was & veteran seaman 
who, not having the fear of God before his eyes, and 
being ignorant of or disregarding the existence of 
stringent Puritanical Sunday laws, went ashore on 
the Lord's day” for a promenade on terra firma 
and to enjoy a short respit from the confinement of 
life on board the ship. 

Now, it so happened that some sanctimonious, 
God-fearing churchman took cognizance of the fact 
that Captain Leo was desecrating the Ssbbsth by 
walking about in an irreverent manner, and at once 
had him arrested and put in the stocks for the bal- 
ance of the day. While confined in the stocks he 
was visited by self-constituted committees of pious 
Christians who made his confinement still more 
aggravating by reprimanding him severely for his 
irreverence and admonishing him to forsake the 
error of his ways and flee from the wrath to come. 
The agony and smothered rage endured by this old 
matter-of-fact tar, and the fearful yet silent oaths 
and malediotions he pronounced against his bigoted 
persecutors while thus confined, may never be 
known. 

When released he manifested the deepest peni- 
tence for the fearful act of desecration he had com- 
mitted. He attended prayer-meeting, cultivated the 
acquaintance of the devout magistrates and holy 
deacons, and played the role of a contrite, God- 
fearing man, much to the gratification of the Puri- 
tanical saints. When the day arrived for his 
departure from port, he invited the magistrate, 
minister, deacon, and his informers to dine with him, 
which invitation was gladly accepted. Captain Leo 
regaled the appetites of his guests on divers 
luxuries, and many were the bumpers turned off to 
his health. The repast finished, at & preconcerted 
signal twelve brawny sailors rushed in and 
overpowered and bound the guests, much 
to their surprise and discomfiture. From 
festiv scenes in the cabin they were carried on 
deck and lashed to the mast-stays. The capiain 
then appeared before them and informed them that 
while he was sitting in the stocks, scorched by the 
Beat of the sun, they had exhorted him on the efficacy 
of mortifying the flesh for the welfare of the soul, 

aud that having their spiritual welfare at heart, he 


The Cause in Washington. 


The Sunday fanatics are meeting sore trials and 
discouragements throughout the entire state, and are 
becoming badly demoralized. 

At Spokane all the cases were dismissed, and the 
fanatics routed. J. H. O. Scurlock, the indefatigable 
Infidel worker for liberty and right, writes: “The 
Sunday-closing fanatics are quite discouraged ; 
excitement is on the wane. Liberals are virtually 
‘victorious. Send fifty more copies of ‘Sunday 
Laws’ pamphlet.” 

At Walla Walla three victims were arrested for 
keeping open on Sunday. On trial the jury promptly 
acquitted them. 

Events at Tacoma are narrated in this extract: 


The decision of Judge Emmet Parker of the municipal 
court, on motion to dismiss the case of Wm. C. Fink, is not 
pleasing to the Anti. Sunday Saloon Association or their 
special attorneys, Parsons and Corell. The action was in 
stituted on complaint of one C. A. Toneson in the interests of 
the Anti-Sunday Saloon Association against .one Fink, a 
ine ee ad for violation of the law in keeping open on 

unday. 

As the members of the association had felt sore at the fail- 
ures to convict by the prosecuting attorney, in this last case, 
by consent of the latter, Parsons and Corell, special counsel, 
represented the state. i 

At the close of the second trial the court announced that 
the case could not go to trial the third time without the con- 
sent of the prosecuting attorney, who was not then present, 
but was invited to be present at a time fixed by the court 
for the purpose of being heard. He afterward appeared, as 
reported in Friday's Telegraph. and filed a motion asking 
that the case be dismissed, giving as reasons in his motion: 
that two juries had failed to agree; that the evidence in the 
third trial was no better or worse than in the last two, and 
in several cases now pending of a similar nature; that this 
was not sufficient to justify the state in taking further pro- 
ceedings, and as two disagreements are generally suficient 
to end any criminal case, he did not believe the case against 
Fink should be an exception. 

Parsons and Corell resisted on the part of the ministers 
who were prosecuting. and contended that it was the right 
of any citizen to institute and carry on by himelf or counsel 
the prosecution of casesof this kind, and insisted that the 

. prosecuting attorney had no right to appear in the case at 
all. They denied that they represented the state by courtesy 
of the prosecuting attorney, but as a matter of right, repre. 
sen'ing the state of Washington. 

The court held that. the special counsel had no standing 
in the case whatever, except by consent and in subofdina- 
tion to the county attorney; that their standing was not 
sufficient to permit them to argue in resistance to the 
motion, except from the fact that the district attorney did 
not object. : 

The court refused to allow the special attorneys to partici- 
pate in any more liquor cases, or to file any more papers 
without the consent of the defense. 

This is said to be the first time in the history of this state 
that the standing of the prosecuting attorney has been 
questioned by hired prorecutors.— Seattle Telegraph. 


The Rev. Blatberskite Patterson, in his sensational 
sermon denouncing the jurors who refused to con- 
viet, declared: “ Tacoma is the prime mover in this 
moral reform, but other citiee—Spokane, Walla 
Walla, Portland, Seattle, and every city of any çon- 
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What Has Become of “ Private Judgment ?” 


In the earlier part of his conflict with the church, 
Luther appealed from the authority of popes and 
councils to that of the Bible. That book, he 
affirmed, must be the believer's sole rule and guide. 
The popish doctors said they agreed to this; but it 
must be the Bible as interpreted and explained by 
the authorities of the church. So far Luther had 
gained nothing. But he saw his dilemma and extri- 
cated himself by a bold stroke. No, he said; the 
believer must interpret the Bible for himself. His 
party saw in this a happy escape from ecclesiastical 
bondage; and the Right of private judgment" be- 
came the rallying-ory of the Protestant Reformation. 
As a principle it became the foundation of the move- 
ment as well as the banner under which their victo- 
ries were won. The phrase sounded like a bugle- 
note of religious liberty and touched the hearts of 
thousands already tired of the mummeries and dis- 
gusted with the corruptions of the popish church. 

But where is the right of private judgment now? 
In defiance of their own vaunted principle, the lead- 
érs of the various Protestant sects went to work to 
construct creeds, and imposed on their followers 
their own versions of biblical teaching. This was a 
clear case of self-stultification ; for if, as they had so 
positivly claimed, esch man was his own interpreter, 
with what face could they tell him what he must 
believe? And if the disciple was the sole judge for 
himself of what the Bible taught, why insult him by 
thrusting a creed into his face? Or if, by any trick 
of casuistry, a creed may be assigned any place in 
the Protestant system, what do the ecclesiastics gain 
by it, since the disciple’s right to interpret it is just 
as good as his right fo interpret the Bible? Nay, it 
: is better; for a creed is entirely a human production, 
while the Bible, according to these dictating saints, 
is divinely inspired. Does it lie in their lips to say 
that a man may judge the word of God but may not 
question the work of a fellow-worm? Amid the 
flames of controversy that now threaten to consume 
the Protestant sects, it is not impertinent for the 
perplexed believer to ask where these self-constituted 
guardians of the faith acquired the right or the 
power to set up the authority of a creed as para- 
mount to that of the Bible. 

Why do not these heretics for whom the gridiron is 
now being heated turn upon their pursuers? 
Instead of begging their persecutors to believe that 
they do not mean to upset the creeds, why not chal- 
enge the right to impose them? Nay, not standing 
on the defensiv, why not carry the war into the 
enemy's country? They might easily fling in the 
faces of their persecutors a defiance like this: “In 
attempting to put us upon the rack, you are repudi- 
ating the right of private judgment; you are aban- 
doning the ground on which you sought to escape 
the Romish church. You are attempting the impos. 
Bible feat of accepting and renouncing a doctrin in 
the same breath. If you stand on the corner-stone 
of the Protestant faith you cannot deny to us the 
right of private judgment ; if you respect that right 


| you cannot lay your hands upon us. 


` Bat if you 
reject the foundation of Protestantism there is 
nothing for you to do but to creep into the bosom 
of the Oatholic church, and kiss the pope's toe.” 

This, indeed, might not bring these idiotic saints 
to their senses, but it might expose them to the 
ridicule of mankind. And in what way can ridicule 
be put to better use than in breaking the chains of 
bigotry—even if it may not make ecclesiastical 
despots ashamed of their efforts to shackle the un- 
derstandings of men. Out of these petty religious 
squabbles it is not too much to expect that some 
even of the benighted ones may learn something 
better than to follow the vagaries of senseless 
superstition. 


et 
Is It Right to Be a Lawhbreaker ? 

The daily papers in this city hav raised a ques- 
tion as interesting to reformers as to their own 
editors. The law condemning capital criminals to 
be executed by electricity makes it a misdemeanor 
to publish accounts of the execution beyond the 
bare statement that the condemned was done away 
with at a certain time. All of the papers violated 
the law, and all hav been indicted. 

The claim they make is that the law is a viola- 
tion of the constitution of the state: “Every citi- 
zen may freely speak, write and publish his senti- 
ments on all subjects, being responsible for the 
abuse of that right; and no law shall be passed 
to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of 
the press.” And they propose to defend what 
they consider their rights. They also propose to 
carry the matter into politics and force the legis- 
lature to repeal the law. 

On the other hand, the upholders of the law hav 
arguments in support of the law (and this is where 
retributiv justice appears) based on the decisions in 
the Comstock cases. A noted € of this city 
states the arguments thus: 


The constitutional provision relied on p^ defeat the 
statute does not meet its express provisions. The constitu. 
tional provision authorizes: Firstly, every citizen to freely 
speak, write, and publish his sentiments on all subjects.’ 
This provision is confined to ‘sentiment.’ Judicial interpre- 
tation bas substantially come to the rescue of Anthony Com- 
stock and the haters of lotteries by interpolating after the 
words ‘on all subjects’ a limitation in phraseology amount- 
ting to this, ‘excepting subjects that tend to demoralize, ete.’ 
Secondly, the constitutional provision forbids ‘a law to be 
passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of the 
press.’ But judicial interpretation has interpolated substan- 
tially, ‘except treasonable sentiments tending to subvert 
government or to shock decency or public sentiment. Many 
decisions between 1862 and 1864 were made justifying 
dealings by criminal Jaw with men uttering or editors print- 
ing treasonable expressions. The maxim Salus popu 
suprema lex—the safety of the people is the supreme law— 
underlies even constitutional interpretation. 

“Yet some might argue that the denial of such an 
abridgment of the liberty of the press as in the constitution 
is expressed verbatim and literatim would prevent a legis- 
lature from enacting laws against blasphemous utterances 
and expressions. The subject comes down to the questions 
what is ‘restraining or abridging’ and what is meant by 
‘liberty of the press ;’ and these questions the courts hav 
already pretty fully answered. For instance, the constitu- 
tion boldly forbids ‘cruel and unusual punishment ’ to be 
inflicted. Perhaps half of the populace, and very many 
lawyers believed electrocution or electrocussion to be cruel, 
as it certainly was unusual and, indeed, unknown when the 
constitution-makers adopted the word. But the courts, in 
construing the naked letter of the constitution, gave effect to 
their declaration that such punishment was not an unusual 
one. 

‘t Moreover the disputed prohibitiv section of the electro- 
cution statute is to be construed in strict relation to purely 
state affairs. It does not operate upon private, social or 
business affairs that affect individuals or the community. 
The state alone has authority to take human life. It 
chooses to take it semi.secretly. No one disputes its author- 
ity to make an execution private or quasi-private ; or to 
exclude the curious-monger and the idle spectator from the 
shocking spectacle. It is wholly an affair of state. If the 
state can lawfully and constitutionally exclude individual 
knowledge of the details of such a state act through specta- 
torship why can it not equally exclude equal knowledge 
of such details by written or printed accounts? The state is 
sole judge of its own exclusiv act. The constitutional pro. 
hibition against restricting free speech is for the benefit of 
the community. But in an execution the community has no 
constitutional right. We cannot place an exclusiv act of 
the state concerning its own exclusiv responsibility on the 
same plane that is occupied by individuals or by personal or 
property rights.” 

If this should prove to be the view taken by 
the courts, and the legislature should refuse to 
repeal the law, these editors who hav been sup- 

porting Comstock and upholding blasphemy laws 


will be nicely strung up with their own rope. 


Bat, whatever view is taken by the courts as to 


the constitutionality of the law, and whatever the 
legislature may in future see fit to do, according to 
the decision of the United States district court for 
Western Tennessee, in the King ease, the editors 
are all criminals, deserving of punishment. 


Judge 
Hammond said in that case: = 

Malice, religious or otherwise, may dictate a prosecu- 
tion; but if the law has been violated, this fact never shields 
the law-breaker. Neither do the courts ‘require that there 
shall be some moral obloquy to support a given law before 
enforcing it, and it is not necessary to maintain that to vio- 
late the Sunday observance custom shall be of itself immoral 
to make it criminal in the eyes of the law. It may be harm- 
lees in itself—because, as petitioner believes, God has not get 
apart that day for rest and holiness—to work Sunday, and 
yet, if man has set it apart in due form by his law for rest, 
it must be obeyed as man’s law, if not as God's law. And 
it is just as evil to violate such a law in the eyes of the world 
as one sanctioned by God—I mean just as criminal in law. 
The crime is in doing the thing forbidden by law, harmless 
though it bein itself. Therefore all that part of the argument 
that it is not hurtful in itself to work Sunday, apart from the 
religious sanctity of the day, is beside the question.” 

How do our great moral editors like that opinion 
—they who hav supported Comstock and denounced 
the talking Anarchist. Most and the Socialists of 
Ohicago maintained that no matter what the law 
might be it must be respected and obeyed until 
repealed? All that Most did was to talk in alleged 
violation of law, and he is now in the penitentiary. 
They hav written and published in acknowledged 
violation of law, and why should they not hav a cell 
next to his? The constitution says a man may 
freely speak on all subjects. Most is in jail. It 
also says & man may write and publish freely. The 
editors of the daily papers do not expect to go to 
jail at all! But who among them defended Most's 
rights! The district attorney, even, would not hay 
indicted these editors if they had not asked him to 
do so. “It would be impracticable,” he says, “to 
get these indictments without the concurrence of the 
newspapers.” Indeed! Did he obtain the concur- 
rence of Herr Most? It looks very much as though 
there is one law for the rich and powerful and 
another for the poor and weak, and this is & shameful 
thing. 

But aside from this, there is another and a broader 
question. Is it right to break a law which seems 
unjust? We hope the editors of the great dailies 
and the ethical people who hav decided all things 
against practical reformers will attack this question. 

— 8. — — 


A New Christian Theology. 


As s sample of the imbecility of mind to which 
belief in holy writ reduces people a circular received 
from Elizabeth M. Gordon, of Oooperstown, N. Y., 
is valuable. An explainer of the divine word usually 
makes himself ridiculous, judged from common- 
sense standpoints, but Miss Gordon explains it so 
eocksurely that her exegesis approaches the sub- 
lime. She is, she says, authorized to speak for God, 
and she speaks with no weskling's voice. In her 
hands the whole biblical scheme becomes as plain as 
a sum in addition. Commentaries are made useless. 
The “ higher" critics can go io preaching, as their 
labors are of no further value. Spiritualists need 
speculate no more. Materialista may cease to inves- 
tigate. She has solved all problems, and knows, 
what no one else ever found out, just what the plans 
of God are, and just how they are carried out. And 
this is the way of salvation: 

The holy spirit emanates from the godhead ag 
yapor from the ocean, and is the conscience of man- 
kind. The spirit of evil comes from the devil in the 
same way. God givs his spirit to the child in the 
proportion of five-sixths to Satan’s one-sixth. The 
child becomes responsible to God for its actions at 
seven years of age. People are saved by passing 
through the winepress of the wrath of God, which 
is remorse after the death of the body, its duration 
proportioned to their guilt. Those who do not be. 
lieve Jesus to be God's son hav one hour's remorse, 
but those who accept him pass at once into bliss. 
Those who yield to Satan’s influences hav a thousand 
years of remorse. The totally depraved sleep until 
the last judgment and then wake up fo exactly nine 
hundred and ninety-two years of remorse, after suf- 
fering which they will be annihilated. This some- 
what lengthy period of remorse is inflicted, we 
imagin (only imagination cen deal with this subject), 
to illustrate the goodness of God, as Miss Gordon 
tells us that he takes no pleasure in the sufferings of 
the wicked. Heaven is infinit space, without begin- 
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ning and without end, and the happiness thereof 
consists in loving God, an occupation which one 
would imagin would pall upon the subjects after a few 
million years. The geological speculation is settled 
by the statement that the world has been inhabited 
for six millions six thousands of years. The flood 
was six thousand years ago. Adam and Eve were 
created simultaneously “out of the varied clays of 
the earth.” This probably accounts for the variation 
between men and women for which the old deacon 
so earnestly thanked God. It required one thousand 
years to build them; “and this is the testimony of 
God the Holy Ghost, who has come to purify the 
human race of their delusions and to rule this world 
with a rod of iron, which means that God the creator 
will destroy all the inhabitants of this world who 
refuse to giv up their delusions and obey his Ten 
Commandments and Sermon on the Mount of Jesus 
Obrist.” , 

There is one thing to be said in favor of this pro- 
gram: it is definit, precise, and intelligible. It 
requires no Westminster Oonfessions to explain it, 
nor ecumenical councils to vote upon it, and ministers 
of the “church universal,” of which it is the creed, 
could not dodge its provisions, though, alas! there is 
one heretic among the priesthood now, and that is 
Miss Gordon herself, for she tells us privately that 
she is authorized (by God, we presume) to say that 
the only worship God appreciates is obedience. 
With that he will be satisfied. But, she adds, as 
most people hanker after some kind of worship 
[ċ.e., like to be humbugged] God has given us the 
church universal, with the foregoing platform. 
Probably, if Miss Gordon has good luck and is 
handsome, she will found a church to rival Schwein- 
furth’s, and there will be one more Ohristian sect. 
Her theology is something better than Oalvin's, and 
to that extent we wish her success. But if the 
Ohristian Bible had never been written she would 
probably be as sane as anybody. 


— . —œ—Uä—2 


A Public School Conducted by a Sect. 
The inevitable result of allowing religious teach- 
' ers to influence the conduct of schools is again 
shown by the school war in a school district of 
. Rondout, N. Y., which has been going on for three 

years, with a temporary victory for the Catholics. 
The fight is between Catholics, Protestants, and Jews, 

and is owing to the fact that the public is compelled 

to support a sectarian school. . 

The district involved in the quarrel is one of the 
‘largest in the place, the school being supervised by 

a board of trustees. For twenty years the Catholics 

controled the school, having as principal James 
: McOsbe, but charges being made that he was incom- 

petent, the tax-payers, who thought & change was 
necessary, turned out in force, and at two successiv 
elections triumphed and gained control of the board 
of trustees. Principal McOsbe was removed and 
Prof. Robert Eadie, of Long Island City, was 
selected in his stead. Under his management the 
school has had an increased attendance. But the 
fight did not end there; on the contrary, it has in- 
creased in bitterness. A few years ago, the main 
- gchool-building being inadequate to accommodate 
the children of the district, the bosrd of trustees 
were empowered to hire a branch-school. In the 
district is St. Mary's Roman Catholic church, one of 
the largest of that denomination along the Hudson. 
Its present pastor is the Rev. Dr. Burtsell, formerly 
of the Epiphany, of New York, and who was sent to 
Rondout by Archbishop Corrigan as a punishment 
for his sympathy with the McGlynn movement. 
Connected with the parish is a Franciscan brothers’ 
school. The old board of trustees rented this as a 
branch to the free public school, to be under the 
control of the Fransciscan brothers. A year ago a 
movement was made to enlarge the public school. 
building and abolish the branch school. At the an- 
nual meeting it was voted down and the branch 
school again rented. Last week a trustee was to be 
elected, and the utmost excitement prevailed. The 
-adherents of the church had packed the meeting, 
and the opposition to abolish the branch school was 
. voted down. The church also elected its candidate 
for trustee, and the Protestants are so angry that a 
committees of citizens will endeavor to do away with 
the sectarian school, snd if necessary go into the 
courts to do so. 

We hope this last plan will be tried. A public 

school supported’ by public funds under the charge 


of a religious sect is an anomaly which we do not 
think even the most pious judge will countenance 
—especially if the sect be not his. 


— oo 
Three Investigating Seances. 

The American Psychical Society, the formation of 
which was noticed in these columns recently, has 
begun its investigation of modern Spiritualism, and 
secured at the outset some surprising results. The 
first séance was held under the direction of the 
secretary of the society, with Miss Josephine Lord, 
of Lowell Mass., as the medium. Miss Lord is 
described as young, “livs with her father and mother, 
has never known anything of Spiritualism, and until 
recently has been a member and a constant attend- 
ant of the First Baptist church. About two years 
ago her favorit brother was taken very ill. A female 
friend, who was calling, foretold his immediate 
death, which, proving correct, impressed Miss Lord 
and family very much. Heartbroken, they sought, 
like many others, consolation in Spiritualism, and 
thus began the mediumistio career of Miss Lord.” 

At the first tóance the phenomena were as fol- 
lows: Three canes, one of wood, another of glass, 
and another of steel, were made to stand upon the 
floor for five minutes in a vertical position. At a 
command from Miss Lord the canes moved in any 
direction indicated, but they would not respond toa 
request made by any other person in the room. She 
then took one of the sticks in her hand, and, although 
apparently holding it lightly between her fingers, no 
person present was able to take it from her. 

The manifestations at the second sóance were like 
this: Sitting in the dim light around the table, 
shadowy forms were seen plainly moving here and 
there, bending over and breathing some words of 
comfort in a whisper; then seeming to rise in the 
air, to be lost in the deepening shadows. 

There stood at a little distance from the table a 
large rocking-chair, which all af once began to rock. 
Gradually it slid nearer to the table, and pushed 
itself between two of the persons sitting there, then 
it stopped for a moment and slowly rose a few 
inches from the floor, falling back again with a loud 
thud. It rose somewhat higher a second time, 
returning quickly to the floor again. Making a 
third attempt, as though moved by some super- 
human force, it lifted itself squarely on the top of 
the table, and began rocking violently. 

A murmur of surprise went through the room. 
After a little delay, Mr. Flower declared himself 
wonderstruck, and suggested that the chair be 
returned to the floor, saying as he did so: “ Could 
anyone sit in the chair, I wonder? and if so, could 
both be lifted ?” 

Instantly three hard raps were heard, which is the 
signal for “yes.” Having thus gained the consent 
of the unseen agents, Mrs. Flower, with much 
trepidation, seated herself in the chair, the company 
meantime all singing a familiar hymn. This had 
continued for a few minutes only, when the chair, 
despite all of Mrs. Flower’s efforts to prevent it, be- 
gan slowly to rock backward and forward. In vain 
did the occupant place her feet upon the floor and 
protest that the chair should not move. It con- 
tinued, gaining gradually in force and velocity. 

Every eye was fixed upon the chair and its 
occupant, which were both plainly visible in the 
semi-twilight. An exclamation of fear arose as the 
chair was lifted with its occupant fully ten inches 
from the floor, and then sunk back again just as it 
had done in the first instance. 

“ Are you afraid?” asked several persons of Mre. 
Flower. They saw she looked somewhat pale. 

“N-o-0, not very, was the answer hesitatingly 
given. 

The last word had not left her lips when, as 
though with one mighty effort, the chair and its 
occupant were both placed on the center of the table, 
in the presence of the astonished company. 

The third séance is thus described: ‘In the 
presence of the same company, about the same phe- 
nomena occurred, with an additional mystery. Near 
the ceiling was a laxge picture-hook. One of the 
men present asked permission to place something on 
it, and was told by loud raps that he might do so. 
A stool was placed on the table, and he folded a 
bank-note lengthwise and tied it about the hook. 
After he took his seat all joined hands, and soon all 
were softly singing. The light was very dim. Not 
more than five minutes had passed before the medium 
uttered a cry more like the war-whoop of an Indian 


than anything else. Throwing her hands upward 
ghe caught the bank note from the air just above her 
own head. l 

This manifestation concluded the f óance, and “ the 
members of the society expressed their complete 
satisfaction with what had occurred, and suggested 
a continuance of these remarkable séances in the 
autumn. 

The value to science of these investigations is 
apparent from these descriptions. We are, there- 
fore, at a loss to know why the Banner of Light 
writes in such s sarcastic vein concerning them. 

Brother Colby says: History is ever repeating 
itself. The physical phenomena, and many of the 
mental experiences which accompanied the advent 
of the New Dispensation over forty years ago, and 
hav been measurably laid aside by the veterans in 
the subsequent lapse of time, are now being brought 
to the front by the new-comers into the movement 
as grounds for wonderful surprise, or are paraded 
as a gravamen for the theologico scientific indorse- 
ment by ‘profound observers’ outside the ranks 
of Spiritualism of a ‘something’ new and out of 
the common course, and highly worthy {their dis- 
tinguished consideration." It looks as though 
Brother Colby holds a light opinion of the fitness 
of the investigators to investigate, and is very far 
from being so sure of the value of their labors as 
the investigators themselves. This is unkind, as 
those of the society who are not already Spiritualists 
seem perfectly willing to be convinced on as little 
evidence as there is for the miracles attributed to 
Ohriat Jesus. 


——— iib - ———— 
Enlarging Their Province. 

The arrogance of the Roman Catholic priesthood 
and the servitude of their dupes is shown by a recent 
occurrence in South Meriden, Conn, where the 
priest has ordered the young ladies of his flock to 
dismiss their lovers who may be Protestant. And 
not only in general does the order apply, but the 
priest has come down tó particulars, and written to 
one young man to let go of his Catholic sweet- 
heart. The priest explained why he wrote the letter 
to a reporter. I thought by writing him a gentle. 
manly letter and telling him the objections of the 
church to such a course he might stop. The parents 
of the young Iady were a little loath to tell him to 
quit her, andI told themI would. I hav no per- 
sonal feelings against him. He is amsn of good 
morals so far as I know, but it is for the future that 
Iam looking. Why, sir, I hav been looking over 
the records of marriages in this village and Yales- 
ville for a number of years past, end I find some: 
twenty-three mixed marrisges. By mixed I mean a 
union of Catholic and Protestant. Such unions tend 
to degenerate the faith on both sides, and, as a 
rule, generally end in Infidelity. Of the twenty- 
three marriages I refer to not a child attends any 
church. So you can see how it is. I hav not taken 
up this matter out of personal feeling, but am acting 
more as a Christian clergyman than as a single per- 
son, and am carrying out the mandates of the church 
in so doing. The rules of the church are decidedly 
against such unions, and I see that at a recent meet- 
ing of Protestant ministersin New York they passed 
resolutions to the same effect, or did something 
similar. It was to stop these so-called mixed mar- 
risges. The Oatholic church permits no such 
marriage unless under a special dispensation and a 
written statement from the Protestant to allow the 
Catholic to follow the teachings of our church.” 

Some of the young ladies hav surrendered to the 
priest, others hav rebelled and been refused com- 
munion. 

What a blessed time it will be for priests and 
preachers when the two sects can regulate the heart 
affairs and control the courting of their members ! 

—— . es 


Mr. N. CHADbpock. of Cuero, Texas, is to be commended 
for the work for Liberalism he is doing in the Lone Star 
State. He subscribes for the Liberal journals, and then, 
being an amateur printer, prints extracts from them and 
circulates them among his neighbors. In this way he stirs 
up the saints. His last print he calls the Gleaner, and in 
it appear quotations from four different journals of theolog- 
ica) reform. Mr. Chaddock is doing well. 


Turre are 12, 563.894 pupils in the public schools of the 
country, and it requires 861,273 teachers to instruct them. 
These children are to govern the country in the future, and 
it is part of the longheaded policy of the churches to influ- 
ence their education. With all her efforts Rome has got 
only 673,601 pupils in her parochial schools, and she must 
lose ground unless she can control the public schools. To 
do this all her efforts are bent, and she is a formidable 
danger to the welfare of the nation. 
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Zetters from dfriends. 


Enheartening Praise, 
a BALIDA, Cor., July 30, 1891. 
MR. EDrrok: I hav taken Taz TRUTH SEER ER nearly 
twelve years, and like it better every year. The pictures 
are immense.: Long life to Heston, also John Peck and 
many others. To my mind this is the. grandest paper 
on earth. Orrs WHITE. 


A Noble Work, We Hope. 

Grant Pass, ORR., July 12, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed please find twenty-five cents for 
the Trurn BERKER ÁIMANAO. Yours of 1890 just suits me. 
You are doing a noble work; and be assured, Freethought 
is gaining ground fast in this country. I hav labored in the 

cause of Freethought for thirty years, and like it. 
Yours for truth, WILLIAM M. Riowarps. 


TII Wanamaker Bleats. 

Rionwosp, Irr., July 10, 1891. 
Mr. Evrror: I want Tug TRUTH SERKEE and I am lost 
without it. I will try to get some subscribers here. Send 
me all the back numbers you please for distribution. I 
would like you to send me Peck's India Rubber God,” 
also Church before the Court." I want them for my own 
use. I hav got his last one on the opening of the Exposition 
on the Sabbath. I am a farmer and almost seventy-four 
years old. I hav been cultivating corn to-day ; am writing 
this at noon while the horse is eating. I wish you success 
in all your honest undertakings. I hope you will punch 

Wanamaker until he bleats, if nothing more. 
Sincerely yours, I. C. Kireorx. 


Oklahoma's First Seenlar Society. 

GUTHRIE, OKLAHOMA TERR., July 31, 1891. 
Mr. Environ: Last Sunday we formed a temporary organi- 
' gation: of the Secular Union. An ex. Baptist minister was 
elected chairman, and he is just the right man for the 
place and held in high esteem by the church people, who, I 
presume, mourn the loss of a minister 80 dear to them. But 
Rev. Mr. Burrows could no longer preach miracles or hold a 
bad opinion of the almighty, and has therefore sacrificed a 
good salary to hav freedom. Dr. Lee, an organizer of the 
Secular Union, is also with us and doing good work. Mrs. 
Townsend, an activ worker for Freethought, deserves great 
credit for her ardent labor in the good cause, as do also Dr. 
and Mrs. Smith. We are the first Secular society in the 
territory. Yours, Cart. Jonn TwAMLEY, Sec. 


For Mental Dyspeptics. 
Nooxsaox, Wasa., July 4, 291. 
Mr. Eprrog: My taste is for more evolutionary and 
ethical philosophy. Less ridicule for the old. Encourage 
the youth; let the old die easy. John Peck’s peck will feed 
more (mental dyspeptics) than the ‘‘ loaves and fishes,” and 
better fare. I am proud to say, we hav a working Peck in 
Washington—a fighting bushel—C. B. Reynolds, who has 
recently stifled the Lord's Prayer in our public school 
teacher's mouth. Our praying people call ours an ‘ Infidel 
constitution.” The tendency of our school law will be 
relief to that class of teachers now pandering to the church 
element, and, like the mercantil agency, impel to more 
honesty. : 
When willman be honest to himself against all bias of 
friends, money, place, power—the root of all honesty ? 
J. W. BELL. 


Two Brands from the Burning. 


GEINNELL, Ia., June 15, 1891. 
Mx. HDIroR: I herewith send the names of two new sub- 


gcribers and a draft for $5. Iam ever so glad to be able to- 


add them to your list of readers. No doubt they will prove 
permanent ones. One brother is so full of the holy spirit of 
Freethought that it constantly overflows and at every op. 
portunity, like fire, burns and scorches the dog.fennel of 
superstition. He used to be a shouting Methodist, and in 
trying to convert a Universalist, and thus insure his soul 
against fire, he instead was converted to a more rational 
belief; but instead of stopping there, he kept on investigat. 
ing and seeking truth until he safely landed on the shore of 
common sense and Freethought. The other brother has 
been a skeptic; but Ingersoll's lectures and a few copies of 
the dear old TRUTRH BEEKER fixed him about right, and he 
now wonders why or how it came about that he has dwelt 
so long in the twilight of doubt. The fog has cleared away, 
and he now basks in the glorious sunshine of reason and 
Freethought. We all like Heston’s pictures and the Letters 
from Friends.” The children like the ** Corner;” and adults 
can learn much by studying it. Fraternally yours, 
` W. T. Lems. 


The American Banditti, 
NeEwrort, O., June 24, 1891. 


^ Mz. Eprron: Inclosed please find $10. I hav delayed try- |. 


ing to secure another subscriber, but cannot get him. I 
would like to do more for you myself, but Iam too well 
protected—protected in wearing shoddy, faded clothes, and 
in having honest money” to do business with. In other 
words, Iam protected in being robbed by railroad compa- 
nies, telegraph companies, manufacturers, and money- 
changers. How long, O Lord, how long must we suffer 
under the executiv ability of the Clevelands, the Bayards, 
Mannings, Harrisons, Wanamakers, Millers, Goulds, and 
Vanderbilts? Or, to cover the whole at once, how long will 
the people pay this enormous tribute to the American 
banditti? 

I will do anything 1 can, at any time I can, to help you, 


you in battling for the truth. 
light. 
paper by their jeweled thoughts, the very sunshine of their 
souls. 
the inspirations that thrill and. delight coming from the 
world’s ripest and ablest scholars, noble men and grand 
women who adorn the earth, and often hav I read the Com- 
munications,” the Letters from Friends,” each of which 
were well worth the price of your paper. i 


the National Tribune, Washington, D. C. Why, oh, why 
did not O. S. B.” enter the Chicago Blade freak contest? 
He would most certainly hav won the prize. 
haps, prevented him, as it would hav been necessary for 
him to sign his name. 
truth of the story, as there was an Irish regiment "—mostly 
good Catholics, no doubt—who witnessed the occurrence. 
Uncle Sam should hav a medal struck for him, for undoubt- 
edly he is the champion liar of either army. 
a pension also. So far as telling the truth is concerned he 
can prove his total disability.” Did his nurse accompany 
him to the war, with his cradle and rattle-box, and sing 
Mother G»ose's melodies to him to lull him to sleep? Did 
the government furnish him a canteen; or was it a nursing 
bottle? 


army occupied the country north of the Rappahannock, the 
Confederates the south. 
remember the grand band concert, each side playing alter- 
nately—first ] 
throbbing pulsation of tune. It was noticed while the bands 
were playing that thousands of snakes, frogs, toads, and 
reptils, all species nativ of that region, had congregated in 
the open space alon 
apparently charmed 
lingered at the close of the concert, the spell being still on 
them. Nearest the dense throng of reptils was an Irish 
regiment, and the leader of its band called attention to the 
motley crowd of reptils, saying: ‘t Bys, gist see how quick 
we can make them varmints skedaddle.” He signaled to his 
band, the orchestra struck into the stirring melody Saint 
Patrick's Day in the Morning.” ‘I hey played it strong and 
thrilling, snd as the music was floating in space, the drum- 
major shouted, ‘‘ Look there," pointing in direction of the 
reptil crowd. Every snake, frog, and toad had disappeared, 
but the other erence still remained, in anticipation of more 
music. le 
the soil of Ireland by the donghty Bt. Patrick. The drum- 
major declared that the very name of St. Patrick was enough 
to rid the vicinity of these pests. 
vinced us of the fact that the name of that saint is all-potent. 


the same over on their side. 
the snakes, etc., was noticed soon after the St. Patrick's 
music began; the men clapped their hands and shouted, 


and frog from the field.” Ten thousand throats lifted up 


to the placid Potomac, ‘‘ Saint Patrick forever !” 
was a gentleman, and 
predecessor, Jesus of Nazareth.—O. S B., 4th Mich., Second 
Brigade, First Division, Fifth Corps, Adrian, Mich. 


nomic questions. E 
| Neb., I fully indorse. Also the one by Holt” on the A and 


for I know you are helping me and all mankind. The paper 
I favor letting everybody in that will come in. 
civilly. The preachers as a rule cannot come very civil at 
first, but let them come in; they will get civilized. I am in 


is all right. 


favor of admitting all discussion pertaining to the welfare of 
the human family, religious, political, social, and scientific. 
I will send for both volumes of pictures as soon as possible. 
Yours truly, E P. Bry. 


Need * Washing Whiter than Snow” with the Hose. 


East RANDOLPEH, N. Y., July 13, 1891. 
Mz. Eviror: I am almost afraid to inclose you this $3 


for fear some of Mr. Wansmaker's people will appropriate 


the same for their own necessities. 

I hope, however, that you will receive the funds to assist 
Tue TRUTH BERKER adds 
Your intellectual co-workers enrich your excellent 


Rich indeed intellectually is the brain that can feel 


The Christians of this place still speak very disrespectfully 


about some of their neighbors, which fact is to be deeply 
regretted; and now, as we hav new water-works, the hose 
might with great consistency be turned upon some Chris- 
tians, and it is possible their souls might be washed whiter 
than snow.” 
to be so good would prove their goodness by paying us 
what they justly owe us, borrowed money, and pay us what 
they owe us for work. Then we could hav more confidence 
in them,end surely we could call them honest; but now 
we pity them. 


We dowish that the Christians who pretend 


Truly, R. R. Jonzs. 


Total Disability?" to Speak Truth. 
. STAPLES, Minn., July 24, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: I send you herewith an extract taken from 


Modesty, per- 


No doubt he could substantiate the 


He should hav 


: D. C. JENKINS. 
A MIRAOLE. 

Editor National Tribune: In the fall of 1862 the Federal 
All who were thefe and still liv 


ank, then Reb. It was an immense musical 


the river and in rear of the camps, 
y reason of the music. They still 


This demonstrated the expulsion of reptils from 


The demonstration con- 
I was informed by a Rebel officer later that the effect was 
He said the running away of 
‘t See what these Irish Yanks hav done; driven every snake. 
their voices in one prolonged shout, which went thundering 


Bt. Patrick 
performed miracles, as did his 


„A Correct Silver Dollar.” 
: Mound City, Kax., July, 1891. 
Mz. Eviror: I notice by your Taurs Szzxzn of July 25th 
that you do admit into your columns the discussion of eco- 
The article by T. W. C., of Tecumseh, 


B of money. No one can deny the facts and principles 
therein laid down. 

** Declare the real money to be the only lawful money 
and one dollar paper will always equal one hundred cents.” 
By whichI suppose may be meant the legal tender unit of 
value, a8 in the greenback, but without the exception ciause 


placed upon it in order for the bondites and goldites to 


speculate on them. Monometalism is a delusion and a snare. 
In proof of this I offer J. G. Hertwig's long communication 
from Washington, D. C., under the heading, ** A. Correct 
Bilver Dollar." I read it with dismay, as I hav several 
others cf like tenor—not as against Mr. Hertwig, but as 
against that conspiracy that inveigled our government into 
those entangling alliances with the pioneers of capital as 
against labor as capital in this country, and from which a 
mighty struggle must follow to extricate us, thanks to Mr. 


Hertwig. And the repeal of those financial laws must in- 
evitably follow before equality before the law can be resumed 
by the people of the United States. That gold was appre- 
ciated, its value enhanced, and silver demonetized by design, 
is very apparent—in order to make money Scarce, and thus 
increase its purchasing power, its interests, and its profits, 
compelling its unequal distribution. Prices of products and 
commodities and real estate declined in the same ratio, or 
nearly as the appreciated value of the single metal went up. 
Protection favored monopoly instead of labor. Falling 
prices were the result of contraction instead of the result of 
tariff laws, which hav been so illusory to the partisan and 
ogling politician. The money powers of Europe, England, 
and the United States conspired for the profits of their vast 
wealth, and sought and found a pliant tool in the presidential 
nomince of 1868 and the acts of 1869 and 1870 by our 
national Congress appreciating gold alone, thus repudiating. 
the currency contract, changing the public debt into long- 
time bonds, without cause but unholy greed. It was an act 
of damning infamy. Labor was thus and then deprived of 
its equal share and rights under the otherwise benign laws ` 
cf arepublic. Years elapsed before the common people of 
the nation began to.find out the grandest cheat of any age 
or nation. And now, again, the virus of politics. by com- 
mand of the money power over both the old political parties 
is being scintillated by partisan press and demagog to 
mislead and blind the eyes of the voter to keep within old 


party lines, that the gigantic fraud may be still npon the 


national statute-book or laws of Congress. When reasonings 
like Hertwig's resound through the land about the correct 
silver dollar, we might rejoice with plutocratic fervor were 
all the people on that side of the question and living on idle 
money with incomes fixed by law and contributed from labor 
and blood and toil of honest men. We opine that Mr. 
Hertwig will be corrected. . WM. B. Lewis. 
The Effect Seen in the Church's Confusion. 
Rock Grove, Irr., July 27, 1891. 
Mz. Eprroz: I would preface by remarking that I claim 
to be an original patron of Taz TnaurH SEREKER, having 
taken it from the very first start when D. M. Bennett issued 


it at Paris, Ill., and without a single break having taken it 


to July 1, 1891. Being now in my eightieth year, I hesitate 
8 little to renew my subscription, but I suppose I cannot 
break off at once, so I must taper off by degrees. In my 
early childhood I learned to read the English and German 
languages, and was a persistent reader all my life, and, by 
nature a skeptic, could believe nothing that I could not test 


‘with some or all of my senses, and then digest with my fac- 


ulties. Outside persuasion could not reach me at all, unless 
I could test the subject with my senses. So you will readily 
see I could be nothing else than a Freethinker. 

I think D. M. Bennett started right, and you followed 
with good effect in the same line, that is, to kill supersti- 
tion. The effect can readily be seen in the terrible confusion 
of all the churches as to their creeds and dogmas. They 
are now in a perfect whirl. They now seldom dare use their 


scarecrows, devil and hell. They are now in a coaxing 
humor, and allow almost anything to pass, so they are only 


supported. Héston's pictures are a splendid auxiliary to 
show off the thing to the eye of the non-reader. Spiritual- 
ism, especially the phenomenal part, is a trump, for the 
senses take hold thereof. D. M. Bennett, before he died, 
after investigating it declared it a truth. The bottom of it 
all is mesmerism, somnambulism, psychology, hypnotism. 


The best starting-point in the whole philosophy is individual- 
ism—the conscious feeling of J am and no otter person, 


which never changes through the whole life. This is positiv 
proof that the soul, the inner individual, is entirely inde- 
pendent from the body, as shown in our dreams. Every- 
thing in nature changes constantly, but this individuality, 
that Z, never changes. I think this is a bone to pick for the 
Materialist and Atheist. Spiritualism in 1848 came with the 
alphabet in its hand, and it came to stay for all time; not by 
anybody’s condition, of course not, but by its own condition. 
Why not? I could defeat almost anything by destroying 
and substituting conditions. Fraud? ‘Yes, of course there 
may be fraud in it. If there was not it would not be of man. 
There is or may be fraud in all things. But that is no sign 
there is no genuin. All fraud must hav a genuin basis to 
ride on. Avoid it and seek for the true object. Ishall avoid 
saying what convinced me of the thing called Spiritualism, 
for I do not want to turn preacher and persuade a person into 
it. Let anybody investigate till he sees and hears the thing 
himself, then he knows for himself. By persuasion, never. 
I would liken it to a thunder and rain storm. You see the 
dark clouds, the lightning dart, hear the thunder roll and 
rain fall. Is there anyone to doubt after viewing and hear- 
ing such a spectacle? Just so with Spiritualism, only mill- 
ions of times more pleasing to the human mind. A person 
must not only hav an iron, but the hardest kind of a steel, 
nerve, if he can enjoy the pleasures of this life one moment 
if he really is convinced that when his body dies, which may 
be at any moment, his germ or soul is likewise annihilated 
or utterly destroyed for evermore. Horror and dismay! 
BornowoN FISHER. 


Fiat Money Advocated. i 

Exysia, Nes., July 1, 1891. 
Mz. Eprroz: In Tae TRUTR Beeker of June 13th I find 
some comments on the. People’s platform, made by R. G. 
Ingersoll. He says that he does not believe that the govern- 
ment can make money by law any more than it can make 
good crops by law. If that is the case, then our soldiers hav 
never been paid, for they were paid in money made by law, 
with an exception clause in it that depreciated its value more 
than one-half. If money cannot be made by law, then we 
hav no money in the United States, only that which is 
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counterfeit, for all good money is made by law. Gold, sil- json the public debt and duty on imports, which caused them | are in the same boat, you certainly should use all means 
ver, copper, and iron are commodities out of which pagan to depreciate more than once and more than one and one-half | in your power to sift facts from falsehoods, no matter who 
nations used to make money, and our government has made | their face value as measured by gold. Through this instru. | gets pinched. R. H. MARSHALL. 
some money out of gold and silver, but it has to be done by | mentality Senator Beck charged that the government did not 
law without.the stamp of the government. Gold and silver | realize over sixty per cent on the sale of their bonds, then 
is not money, but a commodity of value like corn and | paid gold interest of two and a half times the value of their 
wheat. When the people become more civilized, they will | bonds for a long time, say for six years, which would be 
not use gold and silver to make money, because they are too | equal to fifteen per cent on $2,000,000,000, which would 
scarce and hard to obtain. There is not enough gold and | equal $800,000,000 annually on the investment. Again, 
silver in the world to pay the debts of the United States. I| gold was enhanced by the demonetization of silver. But I 
would respectfully ask the colonel, if the government cannot | hav no means of ascertaining the amount of that robbery of 
make money, who and what can? Can he do it without | the people. But the credit.strengthening act, It was esti- 
becoming a counterfeiter? I also ask him, what is money? | mated, took $600,000,000 out cf the treasury at one fell 
Is it property? is it value? or rather igit not a representativ of | swoop, by increasing the value of bonds froma currency 
value, a medium of exchange? Ifa man had all the money | base that they were to be paid in to a gold base. Then the 
in the world, and could not exchange it for something else, | cremation of over $1.200,000,000 of our currency, reducing 
it would not be of any value to him. The colonel asks a | the volume to $700,000,000, completed the infamies which 
question. It is: If the government can make money, why | hav robbed the people out of more than $4,000,000,000 
should it collect taxes? Why not make what it needs, and | through fluctuations that hav been effected through 
stop bothering the people? I will ask him a question, and the gold-base theory. that is so fascinating to Mr. 
then answer his. If the government cannot make money, | Hertwig. Bankers are delighted with the scholarship dis- 
why does it issue or make money for the banks? Why not played in such essays, and the carrying out of his suggestions 
let them make their own money if they can make money? | would afford an endless amount of fluctuations. Venice 
And further, if money is only à medium of exchange, a | away back in 1070 established a bank on a national indebted- 
representativ of value, what power can better make it than [ ness growing out of a forced loan from her citizens, giving 
the governmerit, which represents all the value we all hav? f receipts for the money received and entering the same to 
As to the answer to this question, I will say, yes, the govern. | their credit. This at first crippled their commerce. To re- 
ment can and should issue money to pay all taxes and ex- f lieve it the government negotiated for their claims by chang. 
penses, until it has issued a sufficient quantity for a medium ing the credits from one to another, and finally issued 
of exchange, until there is money enough in the country to | a currency bearing four per cent interest and placing these 
do the business of the country. And when it has done that, loans to the creditors of the loans. These issues be. 
if there is not enough to pay expenses, which there would ] came the favored currency of that emporium of commerce 
be if the government was honestly administered, then let it f and bore a premium of twenty per cent above gold for five 
levy a tax. Not that government money would not be good f hundred years. Our own demand notes of the first issues, 
for all expenses, but so as not to too far expand the currency. | amounting to $60,000,000 that was ‘a full legal tender, 
Now, colonel, I hav answered your question, and I will ask | maintained the same premium that gold did during the whole 
you some questions.. Are you in favor of the people or the [ of our unpleasantness. . . BROTBER BANDY. 
bosses that rule them? If you are in favor of the people, f ; : 
then you know that the great m&jority are heavily in debt. 
It has been estimated that we are in debt-“state, national, 
and individual—about $25,000,000,000. The interest alone 
on that amount at ten per cent would be over $400 per 
capita. Lou know that there is not enough gold and silver 
in the world to pay that debt, and if the government cannot 
issue money, how will that debt ever be paid? Should the 
mortgages be closed and three-fourths of the people be 
turned out beggars? Colonel, Ihav read all your speeches 
that I could get, and with the exception of the finance ques- 
tion Ihav generally agreed with you. You hav been the 
great cause of the destruction of old superstitions. Will you 
spoil it all by opposing the people in their deadly struggle 
for their rights? What could we hav done in the late war 
without government money? A man’s note is good so long 
as he does not issue more notes than his whole possessions 
are worth. Bo the governrüent's note is good until it issues 
more notes than the whole nation i8 worth, and there is no 
danger of that. Now, colonel, you know. that with a large 
circulation of money, times are good, prices high, debts 
easier paid. Then let us stop the banking system that has 
drawn and does draw interest from the people; has already 
drawn so much that we are mostly paupers. And let the 
government issue money direct to the people on good secur. 
ity, without much interest; and let it pay all government 
expenses in greenbacks, and if there are four billion issued, 
it will not ,impoverish the government; for it is worth 
- many billions of dollars. Then away with the gold and 
bond basis for money. JohN Bryan. 


A Rejected Manuscript. 
Mirzs Crry, July 20, 1891. 

Mz. Eprroz : If you will allow the following article space 
in TRR TRUTR SRERKRR I will send a copy to the pious fraud 
named therein. It was refused publication here by the 
editor of the Yellowstone Daily Journal for the reason that 
it would injure his business, and by the editor of the Stock 
Grower's Weekly Journal, replying that it was too much of 
a scorcher, which shows what influence the church still 
retains over the minds of the people and how it would crush 
the liberty of Freethought if it was able. I did not giv the 
reverend dispenser of holy bcsh half the scorching I wanted 
to, for the reason it would prevent publication, and thought. 
I let him down sufficiently easy to pass, as I could not resist 
the impulse that something should be done to refute these 
absurd statements, which I made notation of while attend- 
ing the lecture, hence the. 


REPLY TO THE LEOTURE BY BISHOP BRONDEL IN THE OATHOLIO 
: OBUROH, MILES OITY, MAY 8, 1891. 


This lecture consisted mainly of an account of his trip to 
the so-called Holy Land. To one endowed with an ordinary 
amount of reason and intelligence, with an unprejudiced 
mind and the required patience to listen to his argumenta, it 
should teach just the contrary to what the bishop intended. 
It should teach one the absurdities Christianity is connected 
with and founded upon, and which are upheld by the bishops, 
priests, and clergymen of to-day. The first and strongest 
point he seemed to hav presented was this: he said, There 
is one proof tft outweighs all the reason Infidels can giv, . 
and that is an empty grave — referring to the grave he had 
seen in Jerusalem, which they told him was the grave of 
Jesus Christ. In regard to those people who told him, “it 
was the custom for certain tribes of them to consume a por- 
tion of their time in sitting solitary and weeping.” I ask, 
where is the intelligent person who is willing to take for 
authority a people with such ignorant and barbarous customs 
as these On 80 important a question? Again, what proof is 
there in an empty grave compared with the proofs and evi- 
dence shown by the class called Infidels? It is not neces- 
sary to consume space here in enumerating them. : 

Next he said, There were three crosses there, and the 
only way they could tel which was Jesus's cross was by 
touching one of them and it would heal the sick and cure 
all diseases.” Everyone knows or ought to know that this 
is a falsehood and an imposition. 

Again, he said, The blood of Christ ran through a crack 
in the rock of the sepulcher and touched the skull of Adam, 
which Noah had dug up and put in the ark for safety until 
after the flood and then buried it under the cross.” This 
statement is beyond all bounds of reason, and is too absurd 
for any sane person to think of believing. However, I will 
giv him credit for not asking. his audience to believe this 
absurd story. But he said they could believe it or not as 
they pleased," meaning, I suppose, they would not neces- 
sarily be consigned to everlasting punishment if they did 
not believe it. But he should be roundly censured just the 
same for scattering broadcast such abominable lies in the 
ears of the young who are apt to accept such statements for 
truth. I claim it is an imposition on the young for anyone 
to be allowed to preach such absurd stories for the support 
of any religion whatever. I believe the bishop was telling 
the truth so far as ‘he was concerned in regard to what he 
had seen and heard, for I hav no reason to believe him 
otherwise than a gentleman of sincerity. 

Again, he said he ''kissed the ground before entering 
Jerusalem.” When a person becomes such an abject slave to 
the dogmas of the Christian religion as to kiss the ground, I 
will state, with all due respect to the bishop, that he deserves 
some sympathy. Compare that kiss with the kiss from the 
dewy lips of your sweetheart or wife, sister or dear old 
mother, those whom nature intended for man to bestow his 
kisses upon. : 

The next item of importance in his lecture was when he 
was ushered into the presence of the pope. He commenced 
by making apologies for the pope, as well he should, for 
about the first thing the pope asked was where he was from, 
he replied Montana, and the pope did not know where Mon- 
tana was. After making apologies for the pope's ignorance 
he proceeded to eulogize him as the eagle that soars on 
high and sees all the topmost peaks.” But he could not see 
Montana. . 

He made one good remark, ** Man can do nothing better 
than Jove his fellow-man.” He also made afew remarks 
about the magnificent cathedral he had seenin Rome. Nearly 
everyone knows there are many such buildings in Europe 
and America, used to advance the power of the Christian 
religion, and which cost immense sums of money. I want. 
to state here that at no period in the history of the great city 
of New York hav there been so many people out of employ- 
ment as there hav been in the past winter. There were 
thousands of hungry, cold beings wandering around the 
streets seeking the wherewith to obtain a mouthful to eat 
or a place of warmth to rest. And Ihav no doubt but that 
the same condition of things exists, if not worse, in Rome. 
When we consider the sad accompaniments to these facts, 
in connection with the lavish expenditure of vast sums of 
money in the erection of magnificent cathedrals and churches 
in behalf of the Christian religion, we marvel at the indiffer- 
ence of those who can relieve the poor. How much better, 
and what a world of good it would do, and how many hearts 
and homes would be made happy, if these immense gums of 
money were given even tothe thousands of the people of our 
metropolis, who are clad in rags and bound in the degrada- 
tion of poverty and want. Reader, stop and think, what 
were you endowed with reason for, if you were not to use it 
and follow its convictions? What would you think if the 
bishops and clergymen were to teach you that it ig wrong 
to use one of your limbs or one of your senses, the same as 
they forbid you to use your reason, the noblest and most 
important part of man’s being, and that if you follow the. con- 
victions which your reason teaches you will be eternally 
damned for it? Such is the infamous doctrin taught in 
this advanced and enlightened age. But in the mean time, to 
quote the famous writer, Thomas Paine, Every man has 
a right to express his own opinion." I believe the bishop's 
lecture teaches one some of the ignorance and superstition 
Christianity is connected with and founded upon. I leave 
you to judge of the comparison between the teachings of the 
Christian religion and the teachings of reason, investigation, 
science, and nature. C. E. Wzzsr. 


We Should Stir up all Crystallizations. 


Casey, Ia., June 29, 1891. 

Mx. Eprrog: Churchanity is not the only evil or trade 
that is grinding the unfortunate, and it seems perfectly com- 
petent for you in your discretion to allow scientifically writ. 
ten articles on any subject which pertains to the well-being 
of the human family. When any party or profession be- 
comes crystallized, ceases to advance, it then becomes neces- 
sary to hav.heretics bold enough to depart from the book 
of tactics. In our religion, politics, law, and medicin we 
are nearly at a standstill. Surgery probably is advancing. 
Had -Halleck had his way we would probably hav been 
speeding down the Southern hills yet, but Grant stepped 
outside of the book and soon had the dry bones shaking and 
the Rebels on the run. All our secular and religious period- 
icals can only talk of their trades. The corporations, profes- 
sionals, and politicians down to all shades hav an advocate, 
nor will these advocates depart from their line even to do 
justice. Honesty seems to hav been bred and read almost 
entirely out of our minds and ethics. Fashion and practice, 
which: hav been nurtured for the last two thousand years in 
Europe and America, do not recommend themselvs to the 
‘thoughtful. The contrast is too great in earnings. Perhaps 
the average of earnings could not exceed $250 for each 
laborer per annum. Now suppose we double that; only 
half would get employment. Make it $1,000; only one. 
fourth would get employment. The present official salaries, 
which are based upon the inflation period of the sixties and 
seventies, will average more than twice that in county, state, 
and nation, and our wise statesmen are increasing rather 
than diminishing them, in the face of the fact that mer. 
chandise and produce hay decreased in value nearly or 
quite half, hence these large salaries are but legalized rob- 
beries. i 

If we could in one year retrograde five hundred years, the 
people would take their medicin from the pulpit, recognize 
this order as divine, be content to starve, rot, and die for 
the sake of future glory. But of books and papers, of 
‘debates and orations, there seems to be no end. Illiteracy is 
the exception. People read, listen, and reason, and it does 
not take much logic to convince anyone of the injustice of 
heaping our servants with thousands by law,while the masses, 
the people, must be content with precarious hundreds. 
The Chinese call us barbarians, and not without reason. 
Europe and America with their vast wealth and sparse popu 
lation hav too large a percentage of millionaires and pau- 
pers. To sum the matter, there are few of your readers 
that are able to take and pay for papers of all shades of 
opinion; and further, it would be an endless task to select 
from such a volume of rubbish such facts as the common 
student wishes to obtain. In fighting church encroach. 
ment you virtually hav to fight all crystallized institutions, 
viz., corporations, professionals, politicians, hence antago- 
nize political parties. Statesmen such as Lincoln, Grant, 
Garfield, and Ingersoll can discern the line between facts and 
fallacies and hav the courage of their convictions, but there 
are few such men. Some are born blind ; others are blinded 
by luere or ambition. 89 it seems to me that in order to 
meet the requirements of your intelligent subscribers, you 
would better advance and discuss Socialism, Communism. 
As for Spiritualism, when we can understand electricity we 
can understand it. One is evidently as material as the other. 
We hav advanced so that we can utilize the latter, and when 
we become wiser we cannot only utilize but see the other. 
Mr. Sheppard's article on consumption was interesting, and 
as all we know has come from experience and observation, 
it was well worthy a place in your columns. Of course 
such articles may hurt the physicians’ trade. But as you 
claim to be a TRUTH SEEKER, and as nearly all your patrons 


The Currency Question. 


Manison, Wis., July 28, 1891. 

Mz. Eprror : Will you giv place to some comments on 
the currency question that Mr. J. G. Hertwig’s communica- 
tion of July 25th seems to call for ? 

There is an apparent misconception as to the cause of the 
fluctuation in silver bullion. That misconception grows out 
of an education imbibed from treatises of bankers whose 
science consists in the keeping the people in ignorance in 
regard to their business. Now, to study the finance question 
successfully we shall first hav to find what the bankers’ in- 
terest calls for. We shall see at a glance that it is that vol- 
ume of currency that will yield the greatest amount of 
interest, hence the necessity of keeping it under their control, 
fora large volume of currency in circulation reduces the 
value of their issues, i. ¢., the interest on their issues, The 
bimetallic base is much harder to control than the gold base 
alone. The bankers sre aware of the fact that both gold 
and silver hav and represent a double value. There is an 
intrinsic value, and a legal value, but it would be impossible 
to tell where the two values meet without taking the legal 
value from each by demonetizing them both by all the 
nations on earth. Had gold been served the same as silver 
was by Germany, England, and the United States in 1873, 
then gold would hav been as badly crippled as silver is now. 
A remonetization in Germany and England and free coin. 
age here will restore it to its former value. Mr. Hertwig 
talks about gold and silver, stamped and weighed, as money 
the civilized world over. 'This is true; in part they are 
money, where. governments flat has made them such, but 

each flat is confined to the nation that issues the flat, and 
they are reckoned as bullion everywhere else. And I will 
say, flats constitute the fluctuativg propensity of silver at 
this time. The intrinsic properties hav not changed, but the 
legal hav. Again, they desire a currency that is fluctuating, 
for it is through this that their richest harvests are garnered. 
It was for that purpose that the third batch of treasury notes 
were dishonored over the counter of the treasury by limiting 
their legal-tender qualification by the exception of interest 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Batted by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom ali n So 


Ais Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


Dewdrops. 


The rising sun found the earth wet with dew, 
His noontide glow bids it fade from view; 

But when the aun sets and the stars draw near. 
The sparkling dewdrops again wiji appear. 


Welcome, O dew, ia your miniature shower! 

You moisten the sun- parched lips of the flower, 
You quench ihe tbirst of the growing corn; 

Eve's withered grass blades look fresh in the morn. 


Birds and bees at your tiny fountain drink, 

The dust of the higbway vou cause to sink. 

May the atmosphere, earth, be kind to you, 

- And giv you each night its baptism of dew. 
Gro. J REMSBURG. 

— —— x— 


We Thank Thee for Hell, Merciful God. 


Is it Infidels they're damning 

And infants that they’re cramming 
Into hel? . 

Are the noble follows groaning, 

And the sweet babes wailing, moaning, 
Down bel: w? 


But, ah! where is this child's mother 
And where is that maid’s lover, 
Tell me. pray? 
Are they in God's land of pleasure 
While these suffer beyond measure 
In this hell: 


Is the mother sweetly thinking 
While her babe in hell is drinking 
Of its fire? 

Ia the lover lowly kneeling 
Without thought or bitter feeling 
For her pain ? 


Ah! you would sea that mother turning 
To where her child was burving, 
"Tis only love, 
You could hear that lover praying 
To seek his love, and staying, 
Bear her pain. 


- But the groans of hell are dying, 
And the infants that wero orying 
Sleep in peace. 
And the lovar, sadly, slowly 
Turns from that green grave, lowly, S 
With its flowers. 


We are content to thus be lying 

With tall trees abov. us sighing, 
Sweetly, low. 

With sweet flowers above us growing, 

And friends our good deeds knowing, 
Let us lie. 


Lov CzRNE. 
— —$9—8—99—————————— 


Biographical Sketches. 
3.—SHAKEPERE. 

William Shakspere is undoubtedly one of 
the greatest poeta of this age. You hav all 
heard something more or lees about him. 
And how some people are trying to prove 
him a myth, a nom de plume for some other 
writer. Ofcourse, if there is no such person 
this sketch will not be true, but I will giv 
you as much of the truth as I can. His 
birthplace was situated at Stratford-on Avon, 
Warwickshire, and it is supposed that he 
first beheld the light of day on the 28rd of 
April, 1564. His father was nothing very 
extraordinary, a yeoman or farmer. But 
hia mother is supposed to be of more dis- 
tinguished origin. They were very poor, and 
William was sent out to earn his living at 
the age of fourteen. 

There are several stories tradition hands 
down to ua about his conduct while a young 
man among the ‘‘hail-fellows-well-met,” 
but as in those days it was thought that every 
young boy could never become & man until 
he had ‘sown his wild oats,” I will not 
record them here. At a free grammar school 
he received his education. He married at the 
early age of nineteen Aune Hathaway, a wo- 
man eight years his senior. It seems that even 
Shakspere, the immortal, was not spared the 
humiliation and trouble that some people hav 
the ill-luck to encounter. Taine givs us an 
interesting account of Shakspere’s experience 
ina cheap theater. Of his degrading work 
he says: 

He was a comedian, one ot his majesty’s 
poor players’—a sad trade. . . the 
brutalities of the crowd who would not 
seldom stone the actors, and by the severities 
of the magistrates, who would sometimes 
condemn them to lose their ears. He felt it, 
and spoke of it with bitterness : 

Alas, "tis true I hav gone here and there, 

And made myself a motley to the view, 

Gored mine own thoughts, sold cheap what 
is most dear.“ 

This was taken from a sonnet of Shak- 
Bpere's. Of his personal character and dis- 
position I will quote what Taine says of it 
and let. you form your own conclusion : 


“ His was one of those delicate souls 
which, like a perfect instrument of music, 
vibrate at a single touch. This flne sensi- 
bility was the first thing observed in him. 
‘My darling Shakspere, and Sweet swan of 
Avon,’ these words of Ben Jonson only con- 
firm what his contemporaries reiterate. He 
was affectionate and kind . . . he was 
loved; men were delighted in his company. 
His wit in conversation was ready, ingenious, 
nimble; his gayety and his imagination 
fluent, and so copious, that, as his friends 
tell us, he never erased what he had written.” 

It does sound pitiful to think that this 
brilliant writer has been cut down to a poor, 
ignorant fellow, who could not even write 
his own name. He died on his fifty-third | . 
birthday, the 23rd of April, 1616 I will giv 
you a short quotation from one of his best 
dramas, ‘‘ The Merchant of Venice.” Ihope 
you all hav it in your libraries. 


„How sweet the moonlight sleeps upon this 


bank ; 
Here we will sit and let the sounds of music 
Creep in our ears; soft stillness and the 
night . 
Become the touches of sweet harmony.” 
Tpa A. BALLOU. 
———————9-4-——————— € 
The Fathers Return. 

Ralph. Emery and his little sister Rena 
attended the public school. Their father 
‘was supposed to be drowned at sea, as the 
ship was lost in which he last embarked, 
and he was heard from no more. Through 
some dishonesty and trickery of others their 
property was lost,and Mrs. Emery was com- 
pelled to labor hard to support herself and 
little ones, and was unable to clothe them 
as nicely as she wished, yet they were never 
ragged or dirty. Iam sorry to say that in 
consequence of their thin, old, and often- 
patched clothing they were much ridiculed 
by the scholars. 

At the time of which I write, the school 
had just closed for the day, and the children 
had not yet left the playground. 

“Who ever heard of a boy wearing a 
winter cap in the summer?” said Johnnie 
Reignolds, pointing to the one worn by 
Ralph. 

Ob, hullo, cap! here goes!” cried Fred 
Billings, snatching it from his head and toss- 
ing it in the air. 

Here it goes again!” screeched another 
boy, capital ball—catch it, boys, and giv it 
another toss.” . 

„Ob, please do not tear my brother’s cap,” 


pleaded Rena. Mamma will buy him a hat 
as soon as she can. See, you hav torn it al. 
ready.” . 


See, you hav torn it already,” mimicked 
first one, then another. 

Here, said Walter Whitman, snatching 
the sun bonnet from Rena’s head, as Fred 
had snatched the cap from Ralpi’s, ** here, 
wrap the pretty thing in this bonnet. Here 
goes! catch it, Rob, and send it back again.” 

Oh, boys, I wouldn't do so,” said Arthur 
Day, a dark-eyed Liberal boy (the others 


were Sunday-school scholars) with a high 
and noble brow. 
to torture anyone just because they are up. 
able to dress as well as we do. Come, giv 
them their things, and we will play some. 
thing else. Don't cry. [This to Ralph 
and Rena, who were sobbing bitterly.] I 
will giv you one of my hats, Ralphie, and my 
sister Minnie will giv Rena one.“ 

A well-dressed, handsome, finely formed 
mau carrying a large satchel in his hand, 
stopped just now and watched the boys at 
their cruel sport, which they checked as soon 
a8 they saw him. 1 

** Can one of you tell me where Mrs, Em- 
ery livs ?” he asked. 

„These are her children,” replied Arthur, 
putting an arm around Ralph, and they 
will show you; but first please ask the boys 
to giv them their cap and bonnet.” 

Is it their things they are making 80 
merry with?” 

Tes, sir.” 

* Here they are,” said Walter, reaching 
them toward Ralph. 

‘They do not need them," said the gen- 
tleman, but you seem to need them much 
fora ball, so I present them to you for that 
purpose." 

Whi'e speaking he opened his satchel, 
which was filled with both useful and beauti. 
ful things, such as à very rich person might 
purchase for presents to loved ones, and tak- 
ing therefrom a beautiful gold watch and 
chain, put it in Arthur's hands, saying: 
t This is a very slight token of the regard I 
feel for one who is kivd to the poor, and 


supposed fatherless. I am their father, and 


was not drowned at sea as supposed, but 


not many miles from a large city. 


“It is wrong and wicked | 


saved by a passing ship. My wife, it seems, 


was compelled to move from where I left her, 
and I hav not learned until now her location. | . 


PIONEER PITH. 


TRE Gisror LzOTURES ON RATIONALISM., 


Circumstances hav made mea rich man, and | By Carr. R. C. Apaxs, President af o Mo Montreal 


my wife will no more toil for others, and my 
little ones shall be no more abused by cruel, 
malicious boys, who are not endowed with 
even sufficient: gentlemanly qualities to treat 
a helpless little girl politely.” 
Bane ATrHENA Magoon. 
— M ũ— 
Christian Charity. 

Pena FRIENDS: I called a few days ago at 

‘Retreat for Aged Women and Children,” 
a S Obr institution, in company with Mrs. 
Smith, an Infidel lady. 

Though a cool, pleasant day, the house 
was cloged in the most unpleasant manner, 
the inmates complaining bitterly of exhaus- 
tion, difficulty of breathing, and death-like 
feelings. 

Wretched fragments of breakfast were to 


be seen, which.I am told is their only meal, 


although à small weekly allowance would 
hav kept the wolf from the door. 
I saw ladies wearing diamonds dashing 


about the house, making it impossible for 
the poor women to attend to anything useful, 


or get away to the little: business affairs, 
which they were forced to neglect. The 
most frivolous charges were brought against 
them, giving them a look of pain and unrest 
which it was pitiful to see. ' 

To giv the house and rooms an elegant 
appearance was all that was thought of ; also 
these miserable persons were blamed for ‘what 
their keepers had done. 

Cruel rules were enforced, which prevented 
them from attending to their work. Their 
clothing was ragged, misery written upon 
their faces. 

Mrs. Smith, Infidel as she is, handed $5 to 
& suffering lady (all she had with her), prom- 
ising to relieve the others soon. 

A pleasant drive, for one at a time, will 
also be a decided improvement. AN this 
ALHAZA, 
Lexington, Ky., July 26, 1891. 


Evolution Series. 


. un 0 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 


No. 1. B. Russell Wallace, by Edward D. 
Cope, Php. n Nub portrait. 
.3,—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake. 
man ; with portrait. 


Price, 10 Cents each. 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office, 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 
Y. EvonvTION, ANTIQUITY, Baormnzs, Eto. By 
iliam Durham, F. R. S. 


II. ASTRONOMY, Sun, Moon, ice Ero. B 
jam Durham, F. R. S. . pU 


These handy series of volumes on scionce—of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader, They supply a popular need. 

The price of each is 50 cents in cloth 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months, 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
i WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Bnowville, Ya. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curling the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


A FARM FOR SALE. 


24 ACRES. 


Beautifully located. 35 miles from New York on 
New Jersey Central Rich soil. Owner re. 
tiring. Price reasonable, 

ddress T. WHITE, . 
tf Care of Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 


"What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity? 


BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
' Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 
Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 


By Lupwia FEUEBBACH. 
Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole. Factors and Hzact Ratios in the 


Aoguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


Price, Cloth, $1.00. 


Pioneer Freothought. iub; an 
* Travels in Faith rom Tra- 
dition i o Boason,” 
**Evolution—A Summary of Evidence.” 


A compendium of acientific and critical lore, 
Best handbook for introducing the general 
readet to the principles and data on which Raa 
tionalism ig based. 


Paper, 12mo, 100pp., 25 cents, 


EVOLUTION THEORY. 


Three lectures by Pror. Tuos. H. HUXLEY. 
Paper, 10 cents. 

Thirty DISCUSSIONS, BIBLE STORIES. 

ESSAYS, and LECTURES. - 


By D. M. BENNETT. 
Pap., 700pp. 75 cents. 


BENNETT-TEED DISCUSSION. 


“Jesus the Lord God Grentor of Heaven and 


By D. M. Bennett and Rey. Ms. TEED. ` 
Paper, 30 cents. 


BESANT-HATCHARD DEBATE, 


BETWEEN — m 
ANNIE BESANT AND REV. A. HATOHARD 


ON 


Je esus of Nazareth a Historical Character, and the 
Influence of Christianity. 


Price, 25 cents. 


BIBLE BALANCED.. 


Comparing the Bible’s Best Teachings and Bay« 
ings with those of Philosophers who 
lived previous to Bible 

uthors, 


By G. C. DARLING. 
Paper, - - 60 cents. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 


Errors Exposed. 
By O. B. Wurtrorp, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


TWENTY CRIMES and VICES 


Sanctioned. vy . Scripture. 
By J. E. Remspura, 
Price, 35 cents. 


CRIMES OF PREACHERS in the 
United, States and Canada, 


By M. E. BrirurNos. 
- Price, . . 205 cents. 


BUDDHIST NIHILISM. 
By Max MULLER, M.A. ; 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOLDEN MEAN in Temperance 
and Religion. 2 i 


By JOHN E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


INSPIRATION OF BIBLES. 


By Jno. E. Burton. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Christianity and Materialism, 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 15 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


By O. B. Wnarrronp, M. D. 
Price, 10 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY from a SCIENTIFIC and 
HISTORICAL STANDPOINT., 
By W. N. MoLABEN. 
Paper, 50 cents. 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 


- Adventures in the Land g 
of. Cosmos. New Soripture (evidently inspired}. 
Discovered by I. N. Fiver and A. Hoor. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE CRISIS. 


By THOMAS PAIN E. 
rit during the American Revolution, and by 
y kr of General Washington read 
to the army. 
Paper, 40 cents ; cloth, 75. 


CULTIVATION OF ART 


ITS RELATIONS TO 
RELIGIOUS PURITANISM AND Monty-Gerrine. 
By A. R. COOPER. 
Paper, 20 c.; flexible clo., 85. 


THE DARWINS. A Domestic Rad- 
joal Romance. By Mrs. E. D. Slenker. 
Pap. 500.3 clo., 75. | 


For all of the above books address 


_ THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
35 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 
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MYTHS AND MYTH-MAKERS, 
Old Tales and Superstitions’ Interpreted by 
Comparative Mythology. . 
By Jonn Fiske, M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College. 
Price, 32 


BEYOND THE V EIL. 
Claimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B. 
Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. MeDougall and Mrs. 

Luna Hutchinson. [Spir.] 


Sieel Engraving of Randolph. Price, $1. 50. 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham- 
med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that Doctrine - 
which was begun and carried 
on by him in Arabia. 
BALE'S edition. 


HUME'S ESSAYS. 


Essays and Treatises. Autobiography and Dia. 
logues on Natural Religion. 


By Davin HUME. Price, $1.50. 


SUPERS. TITION IN ALL AGES. 
By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 
A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
Portrait. 
Price, pap., 50 cts; clo. Sl. 


Price, $1. 50. 


Man’s Nature and Development. 
By Henry G. ATKINSON, F. G. S., and Hankrer 
MARTINEAU, 


Price, - - - - $1.50. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer's Text-Book.! 
Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. E 
By Row'* COOPER. Price, $1. 


Origin and Development of Relig: 
-ious Ideas and Beliefs. 
By Morris EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


LIFE OF TH OMAS PAINE. 
With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By Gupert VALE. Price, P l. 


A BUSINESS MAN'S SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS, 
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BIBLE IN THE BALANCE. 
A Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rev. J. G. Fisu. 


Price, $1.50. 


BIBLE INQUIRER. 


148 Siriking Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences. 


Ed A. JACOBSON. 
Price, - 35 cents. 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na- 
tions of Antiquity; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 

* Cyclopedia of Reference," 

Many Illustrations. 


8vo, 600pp., price, $2.50. 


BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 


Historical Exposition of the Devil and his 
Fiery Domains. 


By Kersey GRAVES. 
Price, 35 cents. 


T'or all of the above books addresa 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO, 
19 Lafayette Pl., NewYork, 


MATERIALISM AHD CRIME 


- By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 5 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 
French Revolution 


ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By. W. 8. BELL. 
Paper, 12mo, 95 cents. 


MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


IwwoRtALtTY or Irs ELEMENTS. 


By A. S. de Pellegrini. 
Paper, - - 15 cents. 


PHILOSOPHY of SPIRITUALISM 
AND TREATMENT OF MEDIOMANIA. 
By F. R. Karrin, M.D. 
Cloth, 


60 cents. 
POCKET THEOLOGY. 
By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theolog- 
ical terms. 
Price, 25 cents. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED. 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
15 centa. 


PRO AND CON OF 
Supernatural Religion. 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired,. Miraculous 
: Religion ? f 


By E. E. GUILD. 
Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


PYRAMID OF GHR. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Narra- 
tive in Genesis and Exodu 


By Van BUREN DENSLOW, LLD. 
Price, 15 cents. 


QUESTION SETTLED. 
BIBLICAL and MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 
By Moses HULL. 

Price, 60 cents. 


Rational Communism, 


Toe PRESENT AND Forur® REPUBLIC OF 
NORTH AMERICA. 

Advocates associate life and employment as a pre- 
ventive of vice, crime, Poverty, eto, 
By A Oaprravier, - 

Paper, 498pp., 50 ots.: olo., $1. 


Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. 
By A. O. LYALL. ks 
Price, 10 cents. 


Fruits of Philosophy. 


POPULATION QUESTION. 


By Dr, Knowlton. Edited by Oharles Bradlaugh 
and Annie Besant. 
25 cents. 


TRUTH. A Poem. By E. N. Kings- 


ley. 10 cents. 


POVERTY: Its Cause and Cure. 


How the Poor May Attain Oomfort and Tnoene nd- 
ence. 


10 cents. 


Religion of Inhumanity. 
With a hind at the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FREDERIO HARBISON. 
Price, 15 cents. 


RELIGION: 

The Gibraltar of the World, as Now Oonstituted. 
By George T. Bondies. 
With 
Exceptions to the Character of 
Christ us a Gentleman. 
By W. T. Purviance. 
23 cents. 


IMAGE BREAKER. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG, 
Bix Lectures. 
Decline of Faith. 
Protestant Intolerance. 
Washington an Unbeliever. 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. 


Paine and Won 
hristian Sabbath. 
Each, 5 cents; bound, Pap. W cents; per doz., 40. 


SABBATH BREAKINC. 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG, 
Price, 25 cents. 


St, Matthew Before the Court 


For THE CRIME or Forgery. 
By SxouLarist. 


Price, 10 cents. 
SEMITIC GODS AND THE 


BIBLE. 
Including Allah, Jebovah, Satan, Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, Bible. 4 hiss 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
(From Vol. II. Gods and Religions.) 
933pp., Pap., 60 b.; clo., $1. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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— TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, 4 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 
erB' Almanao . 2 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
DOC ARTES ar 0 


8. Age of Reason. Thomas Paine........... 
4. Answers to Ohristian Questions. D. M. 


Bennett 285 
6. Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck. 20 
6. Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire. 10 


7. Ingersoll'’s Address on Shakspere.. B 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 


Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. |CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. AX ADDEHSB 


Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 
For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 


girls and a eper brother 8 left aroni . 
OBB, WI 6e money, lair OH, and m . 

f í he New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


courage, to make their way through the world by 
oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 

The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 

PRIOE, TEN CENTS. 


he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girls lifeand experience in the city of Chicago 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
? . 28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
RELIGION OF MAN 
ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


of human life a8 we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention- 
of the rest of the world, Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
HUDSON TUTTLE. 


CANCER and Tumors CURED: no knife. 
book free. Drs,GRATIGNY & NORRIS 
No. 163 Elm street, Cincinnati, O 
atts’ k 
Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs ot Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Oharles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Oolonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 


A Reply to Father Lambert’s 
‘Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. 

Christianity: Kis Origin, Nature, 
aud Influence. 392 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lation: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. . 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents.- 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 


to be Oontradictory and Defeotiv as an Ethical 
uide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 


Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which isthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolation and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel ef, 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belli fand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 


nel Robert Ingersoll.) 82 pages in cover 
Price, 10 cents. 
Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rov. Dr. R, F. Burns, of Halifax, 
. 8. In this letter the following. subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Dx lergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Ohristianity. Freethought an 
en of Science. 4. The Difference between 
acts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


6 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB QO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


ASENTS WANTED aiik saes, SAMPLE FREE. A ras 
ron N. T. 


of Man. 


CONTENTS: What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Christian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate. Free Will Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lation of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wig 
dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So · 
ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of “Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are. 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to & man's reason, 
and to his noblest sentimenta: never to his sel- 
fighness.—[Boston Post. . 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the Present, 


actual possibilities.~[Boston Traveler. 
12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


bequest to Philadelphia by the Ohristian 
shurohes and Young Men's 
hristian Associa- 
on. 


By Rion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address TES TRUTH SEEKER, 


Miss Wixon's Works. 


$ 12mo, 300pp., $1. 

Apples of Gold. 
or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 883pp., $1.25. 

Story Hour. 


portunity, Geo. A. Soott; $42 TET * tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free. 
s thinkers’ Children's Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
S CIENCE VERSUS RELIGION type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illug. 
’ trated covers}; 4to, 924pp., boards, $1. 
OR, THE Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
: BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, i 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “ The Real Blasphemers,” “‘ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., otc. 


Liberty in Literature, 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits,—[The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


— 


G. INGERSOLL, 


— 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman, 


By ROBT. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


CHAMPIONS 


A Historioal and Oritioal Review of the Religion 


The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. | 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard'&magniflcent 


Allin a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
And Other Stories 


An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Bupersti- 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


-THE 
F THE CHURCH: 


THEIR . 
Crimes and Persecutions. . 


Svo, 1,119pp. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco: 


gilt edges, $4.50. 
BYD.M. BENNETT. 


- Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


i Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 

Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 

nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 
The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘Think 
of a minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 
pors, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
ake a crusade of one against the Oolorado 
beetle!" Price, 10 centa, 


Followers of Jesus. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact! 


Price, 5 cents. : 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane! Price, 10 cents. 


"The Public Schools and the Catholic 


Church. Price, 5 cents. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales'ine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. O. MIDDLETON. 


Price, . . . . 10 cents. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
UBE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. IBERAL HyMN-Boox contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
Jt ie highly recommended by Messrs, Wakeman, 
Parton. Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
85 conta Address Tux TRUTH BERKER Oc. 


New Zdition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Spectal Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
sale at this office. Price, 59 cents. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 


IS A GREAT SUCCESS: 


The Crowning Achievement of Mechanical 
Genius, Taste, Energy, and Ingenuity, 
Combined with 41 years of Practi- 
cal Experience (34 years in 
Rochelle) at the Jeweler’s 

Bench 


Unequaled in quality and price, 
patent regulator. Brequet hair-spring (non- 
catchable), beautiful double sunk paneled dial, 
finely adjusted to heat, cold, and position, stem 
wind and set, new model. In silverine cases, $19; 
$ ounce coin si ver, $22.50; 4 oz. dust proof, $25, 
no better sold elsewhere for $35. In best 14kt 
filled goid cages, guaranteed 20 vears, open face, 
$27 to $20; hunting, $82 to $35; in 14kt, solid 
gold, $50 to $90. All elegantly engraved or plain. 
Sent prepaid, and cash refunded if not satisfac- 
tory. Watches cleaned, $1; eprings, $1; and re- 
turned free. Best work in the world. Bend for 
testimonials, price lists of ladies and cheaper 
watches. diamonds, silver ware, cards in colors 
and gold of my Freethought badea, tracts, eto., 
free. OTTO WETTSTEIN 
RoogELueE, 


ILL. 


Send 10 cents for 
4, this valuable book for 
| 7oung and middle- 
wed men, suffering 
‘rom a Life-wasting 
Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, 
indiscretion, and ex- 
cesses in maturer 
years. It sets forth 
A an External Applica- 
tion—A POSITIVE:OURE,488 it matters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hay used. he book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a dy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress Dr. Robt. P. Fellow |-Vineland, N. J., and 
say where you saw this advertisment. 


A G00D kii 

P is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

arr generous patron of the Freethought 

ress. He has many testimonials to the value of 

s progressive and successful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Fresthought, 


Price, 10 cents. | F 


Hag 16 jawels, | Hall 


— iberal Hlestings. 


Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 

The Manhattan Liberai Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Leót- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
st. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome, 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch, 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7:30. Lecturer, debates, and discus- 
sions on all important secular subjects. Pres. 
ident. Henry Birp; Secretary, CORA BELLE 
LAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

South 2d atreet, Brooklyn, E. D. at 3 P.M., ever 

Sunday. Leotures followed by discussion. Plate 

form free. Charles Monholland, secretary, 248 

Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 957 


meets eyery Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad an d 
ood Sts. at 2:80 and 7:80 P. M. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speckersinterest the audience. N.B.—Tru 
Seekerpublicationsal wayson hand atcheap rates, 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Marius HEIGHTON, Boc. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the firat and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Ohurch, at 
10:30 A, M. Free digoussien on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Tue TRUTE REER and Investi. 


gator are solicited. R. G. SxITRH, Cor. Bez. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 


Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand avo., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debat z. The publio cordially invited. 


Des Moines Secular Union 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall 
Flynn Block, S. E. corner 7th and Looust streets, 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 


abroad heartily welcome. 
FRANKLIN STEINER, Pres. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi-- 
tation id extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in Macdon- 
ald's Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. Lept- 
ures. songi; and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK MORSE, Cor. Seo. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr's 

i - Everybody invited. MRs. R. M. BERRA, 

Pros.: J. H. MoWinLIAMB, Reo. Sec. 


The Walla Walla Lib:ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 3 p.m. in Grand Army 
all, Main street, Walle Walla, Washington 
cience Leotures.—Free Discussions.—Original 


and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the sgrvioe of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty.” D. E. Rroz, Pres.i 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OnanLES RHEA, Seo. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


Meeta every Sunday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, a.m. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. OL. A. HARRIS, Pres. 
Isaac S. LER. Boo. 


San Antonio (Texas) Liberal Asso- 
ciation 

meets every Friday evening at Liberal Hall, 227 

Hast Houston street. Free reading room and cir- 

culating library open every day and evening. 

Strangers cordially invited. A. CHAPMAN, Sac. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steet Engraving or Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address; THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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Bews of the Geek. 


Henny Gora deems the pope’s encyclical 
aimed at his doctrin and is writing a book in 


reply. 


Tu pope is preparing an encyclical urging 
the Greek Catholic and oriental churches to 
join the Roman. ] 


Tux Standard Oil Co. 
jg embracing in its mo- 
nopoly Germany, Italy, 
Holland, and Belgium. 


To secure a white 
majority, Mississippi has 
required an educational 
qualification for voting. 


In Germany it is 
stated senci-cffictally that 
all European nations will 
combine sgainst America 
commercially’. 


FEMALE dress reform 
is being pushed, and 
some women will appes 
in Boston’s streets iu 
October wearing knee 
skirts. 


ITALY says that as a 
matter of principle she 
cannot formally take part 
in our Exposition, but 
that she will favor and 
help it. 


CaTrHoriog menace 
Itsly with a possible 
holding of the conclave 
of cardinals to elect the 
next pope in some other 
nation, and with the 


election of a non. Italian. f | pie 
` E= 
CABDINAL  PAROOOHI, 1 PA 


the cardinal-vicar of 
Rome, thinks that the i 
church should especially 
heed this country, as 
* the future belopgs to 


10 


ei 
HEEL 


... 


cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy 
Jesns hrist, Vir, ry, and the 
vo, DD. 
the Religious Systems of the World. 
$vo,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


'BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Vol. II. Desoribes Fully all 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


the people of the United 


States.” 


Tux South American 
` Catholic congress will 
probably assemble at Rio 
de Janeiro, in Brazil, to 
influence the pending - 
legislation of that country on points of con- 
cern to the chu: ch 


Monsouzz D. Conway will soon issue a Life 
of Paine containing new information. 


Tue German government will investigate 
the production of crime and disease by drink. 


THE Vatican wil not with the writing 
of the encyclical pause in its endeavor to 
secure a reputation as a labor reformer. It 
has greed prelates everywhere to push the 
work. 


Joun ANDERSON, a religious maniac in the 

Northern Illinois Asylum, recently killed the 

- fireman there, and was seized while thrust- 

ing the unconscious and dying man into the 
furnace fire. : 


Miss Lyp1a KxzrH, of Sydney, N. Y., has 
been compelled to pass through a long and 
Bevere illness to death without medical aid, 
which might hav saved her, by her parents 
believing in faith cure. : 


Tur German emperor is continually 
reported by journalists—perhaps exaggerat- 
ing—as suffering from diseases, which thus 
far include epilepsy, rheumatism, brain and 
nervous trouble, purulent inflammation of 
the ears, and caries of cranial bones. 


Premier MrRorER of Quebec asked Bishop 
Lafleche to officiate at the distribution of 
medals for Papal Zouaves intrusted by Leo 
XIII. to the former, but the bishop, out of 
hostility to the premier, refused, saying that 
he would not aid him to make political 
capital out of religion. 


A mos of Russians from the village of 
Veile attacked a Jewish settlement four miles 
away. They set fire to it, and thirty-four 
Jews were burned, fourteen fatally. The 
Russians, crying Kill the Jews!” were to 
their surprise attacked by that usually un- 
resisting people. One Jew whose mother 
had been burnt to death killed tbree Russians 
withacrowbar. Officersfrom Veile arrested 
the dent and will undoubtedly send them to 
Siberia. 


Tuose who were alarmed at the increase of 
negroes given in our 1880 census, 34.78 per 
cent, against 28.92 white increase, are re- 
assured by the 1890 census, which proves the 
former incorrect. Instead of the negroes 
multiplying faster than the whites by nearly 
6 per cent in ten years, the whites are in- 
creasing nearly twice as rapidly asthey. In 
1880 the colored stood proportionately to the 
whites as 45,397 to 100,000, in 1890 as 41,175 
to 100,000. The negroes, therefore, are not 
holding their own in the competition, even 
in the region whose climate is best suited to 
iheir development. "The natural increase of 
the whites is greater, for their growing pre- 
ponderance is not due to immigration except 
in small part. They are the more enduring 
race even under natural conditions especially 
favorable to the colored people. 


“Now therefore Wehola the hora hath put aV 
these Vhy prophets, anà the Lord hath sp 


GODS AND RELICIONS woRL 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


Vol. I. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in 
Ghost, 
Bible 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
Sch Thou. E 


New ools of ght, E 
tists, oto. (who were not 


from the time of Menu to the pres- 


ent. Svo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; mor., E. e., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


#8 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 
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j 


Freethought in the United States, 
1890, - XM à 


Story ofthe Year Abroad, - - 


Some Alaskan Myths. Ida C. Crad- 
dock, Corresponding Secretary of 


ih trated, - -. 2 fe 


Anent Spooks: Where are They? 
Thaddeus B, Wakeman, - 


Where the Roman Catholics Got 
a Litany, - - 2 2 


the American Secular Union. Illus- 


5 


17 
35 


38 


48 


- 25 


NEW YORK: 


—AND— 


Sreethinkers’ Almanac, 
| 1891. 


. (E. M. 291.) 
WITH ILLUSTRATIONS. 
CONTENTS. 
Calendar for 1801, . . | Side Lights on South Sea Missions, 


Ada Campbell, Illustrated, - 


53 
Disadvantages of Specialism in 
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D'S SAGES, THINKERS, | 


ent Scien- 
ristiang), 


um spun in the mouth of 
oken evil against thee.” 
€ (Mehron, XxVW. 22.) 


Gems of Thought. | 


. WnoEVzR believes the New Testament lit 
erally—whoever is satisfied that it is abso- 
lutely the word of God, will become a perse- 
cutor.—Jngersoll. ö 


Bim RroHAgD BrERLE has observed, that 
there is this difference between the church of 
Rome and the church of England—the one 
professes to be infallible, 
the other to be never in 
the wrong.— Colton. 


Morg or less con- 
sciously, the suppression 
of earthly desires has 
always been pursued as 
the chief aim of Chris- 
tian dogmatism; the 
'* world" has ever been 
the antithesis. of the 
Christian kingdom of 
God, the ‘‘fiesh” the 
irreconcilable antagonist 
of the regenerate soul. ' 
Hence that rancorous 
fury against the ‘‘ world- 

` liness? of naturalism, 
against the pagan wor- 
ship of joy, against the 
modern revivals of that 
worship. Hence the 
grief of those whining 
saints who groaned in 
spirit at the sight of 
Jack in the Green;” 
hence the crusade against 
Easter fires, May-poles, 
foot-races, couvtry ex- 
cursions, round dances, 
and picnics; hence the 
anathemas against the 
athletic sports of ancient 
Greece and the entertain- 
ments of the modern 
theater.— Oswald. 


Ir is difficult to point 
cout a single nation livin 
under a system of goo 
laws. This is not attrib- 
utable merely to the cir- 
cumstance that laws are 
the productions of men, 
for men hav produced 
works of great utility 
and excellence; and 
"EGRE „ those who invented and 
brought to perfection the various arts of life 
were capable of devising a respectable code 
of jurisprudence. But laws hav proceeded, in 
almost every state, from the interest of the 
legislator, from the urgency of the moment, 
from ignorance and from superstition, and 
hav accordingly been made at random and 
irregularly, just in the same manner in which 
cities hav been built.—- Voltaire. 


WHATEVER art there was in Europe up to 
the eighth century of the Christian era, was 
destroyed during the many religious wars 
that were waged between this and the sixteenth 
century, or was lost during the Dark Ages. 
The Arabs alone preserved the arts and 
Sciences; and, when art got a chance of 
being brcught out of obscurity into the light, 
it was to the poor Arabs we had to look for 
assistance.— Arthur B. Moss. 


IMMENSE hav been the preparations for me, 
Faithful and friendly the arms that hav help'd 


| me, 
| Cycles ferried my cradle, rowing and rowing 
[ like cheerful boatmen, 
| For room to me stars kept aside in their own 
| rivgs, 
| They sent influences to look after what was 
| to hold me. 
| Before I was born out of my mother genera- 
tions guided me, 

My embryo has never 
| could overlay it. 

For it the nebula cohered to an orb, 
The long slow strata piled to rest it on, 
Vast vegetables gave it sustenance, 
Monstrous sauroids transported it in their 

mouths and deposited it with care. 

All forces hav been steadily employ'd to 
i complete and delight me, 
Now on this spot I stand with 
i soul.— Walt Whitman. 


been torpid, nothing 


my robust 


| Tux doctrins of evolution, in their main 
outlines, are now received by nearly all 
learned men, whether Christians or skeptics. 
{The Bible says the world was made in six 
days by magic, man was perfect but sinned 

Christ died to save a few, and soon God will 
destroy the world and punish the vast major. 
ity of men forever in hell. Evolution says 
the world is the product of a gradual devel- 
! opment of matter, progressing through mill- 
lions of years; man has arisen from lower 
animals, and they from inferior orders of 
anima] and vegetable life down to the simplest 
atom. Analogy teaches that man will con- 
itinue to rise, and, through the operation of 
the same laws, attain to a far higher, if not 
perfect development; for there must always 
be progress upward. S0 I hav changed from 
a pessimist to an optimist; and, instead of 
ignoring this sin.cursed world doomed to 
destruction, I accept it as-''the best world 
going,” and one capable of improvement.— 
Robt. O. Adams, 
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Sales and Qlippings. 


To the query, ** What do you think is the 
reason of this aggressiv spirit toward Jews on 
the part of Russia?" Baron Hirsch replies: student of the Bible and an ‘ardent lover of | gard to the future. 


** It is a spirit of fanati- 
cism. It is largely due 
to Pobiedonotseff, and 
is based on religious 
intolerance. . He was the 
tutor of the czar, and 
has great influence with 
him. He is inthe Rus- 
sian church, and he rep- 
resents to the czar that 
the Jews are undermin. 
ing the people.” 


In France the progress 
of irreligion and unbelief 
is what is called ter- 
rible.” At the recent 
Catholic congress, held 
in Paris, the Cardinal- 
Archbishop Richard de- 
clared that in conse- 
quence of the anti- 
religious tendencies of 
the public schools and 
school legislature, more 
than one-third of the 
children in Paris who 
arrive at the proper age 
no longer partake of the 
first communion, and as 
a consequence cannot be 
regarded as members of 
the church, nor are they 
entitled to.a priest’s ser- 
vice in case of their mar- 
riage or death. 


On the steamer Grand 
Republic, plying be- 
tween New York and 
Brooklyn and Rocka- 
way, the other Sunday 
the band struck up & 
waltz which brought 
four couples to their feet. 
When Captain Pease saw 
eight persons dancing 


the music was abruptly - 


stopped. No dancing 


allowed on these boats 


on Sunday.” A young 
official of the boat said : 
“Our company is con- 
troled by influential 
Brooklyn church- 
members. You can bet 
that Sabbath-breaking on 
these boats will never be 
permitted. It was only 
three weeks ago that one 
. of our best directors 
heard that dancing was 
permitted on the Grand 


Republic and the General 
Blokum on Sundays. 
He stopped it pretty 


quick, and it will be 
stopped for all summer.” 
Very few of the stock- 
holders of this corpora- 
tion believe in Sunday 
outings for themselvs or 
their families. When 
the dancing on the Grand 


Republic was stopped a 


whisky and a beer bar 
were in full operation 
forward. Employees of 


the boat said that the bars were owned by providence, to conform to the common 


the Company. 


Tux Reformed Presbyterian church has government which is in hostility to the king- 
now suspended fifteen ministers for voting 
In 1806 a formulary 
embodied the usual declaration against all 
the governments which do not recognize 
God, Christ, and the Bible: It is the duty 
of Christians, for the sake of peace and order, 
and in humble resignation to God’s good 


under our government. 


Ex-BzNATOR Incazs, says the World, while the poetry and philosophy that pervade 
abroad will visit Palestine and thoroughly | many of the sacred books. In his famous 
explore the theater of the great movement|tribute to the memory of Ben Hill, he 
which inaugurated the Christian era. He is offended many orthodox people by the views 
an Agnostic, but at the same time a close he more suggested than expressed with re- 
flercest blows are 
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ANOTHER INSTANCE OF PROVIDENTIAL NEGLECT.—See Page 533. 


regulations of society in things lawful; but 
to profess allegiance to no constitution of 


ren.” Acting under these rules, the Re- 
formed church has always refused to take 
oath to the United States Constitution or to 
dom of Christ, the head of the church, and 
the prince of the kings of the earth. Chris- 
tians testifying against national evils and 
striving in the use of moral means to effect a 
reformation should relinquish temporal priv- 
ileges rather than do anything which may 
appear to contradict their testimony or lay a 


not officially recognize the 


Christian qualifications in civil officers. 


perform any civil act that would involve ' never been moleste 
that oath. It has always protested against among the ultra-pious neighbors who hav 
what it has called the ** secular character” of insisted. upon imprisoning an otherwise 
the Constitution, since that instrument does ' blameless man because he kept his Sabbath 
Bible or the instead of theirs, there are some who hav 


t h and can look back 
bbath, and does not require taken their guns to churc 
adia n | upon feuds maintained by assassination. 


28 LAFAYETTE PL.}/$3.00 per year. 


Tuose who hav suffered mest from the 
Italian government, says the Catholic Free- 
man’s Journal, are the monks and nuns. 
Whenever the enemies of God aim at the 
destruction of the church, their first and 


always directed against 
the religious orders. 
The reason is evident. 
The great religious 
orders of the church, 
with their vast numbers, 
their accumulated 
wealth, their wonderful 
disciplin, their learning 
and influence, their tried 
loyalty and devotedness 
to the cause of truth and 
justice, hav made them 
in all ages the strongest 
and most powerful bul- 
wark of the church. 
Moreover, the pure and 
holy lives of the spouses 
of Christ being a silent 
rebuke to the unpious, 
render them above all 
things an object of hatred 
to the Atheist, the Free- 
mason and the revolu. 
tionist.” 


‘Were shall the 
next conclave for elec- 
tion of a pope be held ? 
is a question which is 
now being much dis. 
cussed in Italian govern. 
mental circles. In fo). 
lowing the. evolutions of 
Italian policy since 1870 
one sees everywhere the 
firm resolution to pre- 
vent any modification or 
displacement of the fac- 
tors which compose the 
politico-ecclesiastical 
and pontifical situation 
in Italy and at Rome. 
The reason is manifest. 
Should any change take 
place the government 
would find itself con- 
fronted with an entirely 
new situation. This 
would be the unknown, 
and the Italian govern. 
ment fears the unknown 
because it believes that 
the existing conditiong 
are the safeguards of its 
régime. The meeting of 
the conclave out of Rome 
would not only awaken 


. in Catholic minds the 


idea that the holy see 
was not free at Rome, 
but it would also mark a 
new departure on the 
part of the papacy, the 
beginning of a new era. 
In any case it would 
render the future an 
absolute uncertainty. 
Were the conclave to be 
held away from Rome it 
would immediately bring 
the whole pontifical ques- 
tion to the front. The 
reopening of the ques- 
tion, morally and diplo- 
matically,ecclesiastically 
and politically, as it 
would be reopened, is 


stumbling block before their weaker breth- what Italy wishes to prevent. 


Ar this moment there are probably hun- 
dreds of murderers in Tennessee who hav 
d. It is safe to say that 


530. 


0215 Gommunications. 


The Doctrins of Paul. 

One of the fundamental teachings of Paul was 
expressed in the declaration that “Jesus bad risen 
from the dead,” and ascended into heaven, and would 
one day return to establish a perfect kingdom upon 2 
regenerated earth. - 

In 1 Thess. iv, 16, 17, we find Paul expressing it 
in this way: The Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout ; with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trump of God, and the dead in Ohrist 
shall rise first; then we that are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds 


to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be: 


with the Lord." 

Although Paul believed in the dostrin of rewards 
and punishments, his general teaching on the sub- 
ject was a great improvement upon the hellfire 
doctrin of Jesus. (See Rom. ii, 5-14 ; also Rom. iii, 
5-8, 22; also 1 Oor. i, 18-27; also Gal. vi, 6-9; and 


Phil. i, 27-80.) Some of the declarations of Paul 
seem to point to the fact that in his brighter mo- 
ments he believed that God would ultimately save 
all mankind. As for Jesus he was the redeemer of 
mankind ; he was the second Adam; and as in Adam 
all die, even so in Ohrist shall all be made alive. Paul 
did not believe in the orthodox doctrin of the atone- 


ment. - 


Matthew Arnold tells us that Paul knows noth- 
ing of the sacrificial stonement. What Paul knows 
The true substitute for 
Paul is not the substitute of Christ in men’s stead 
as a victim on the cross to God's offended justice; 
it is the substitute by which the believer in his own 
person repeats Christ's dying to sin” (St. Paul and 


of is a reconciling sacrifice. 


Protestantism, by Matthew Arnold). 


A certain vagueness of expression in some of the 
alleged writings of Paul, such as the Epistle. of 
Hebrews, hav led many to believe that he was in 
favor of the orthodox view of the atonement ; but a 
profound study of all his sayings and writings will 


show that this is erroneous. 


On Paul's doctrin of salvation by faith Dr. Janes 
makes the following acute remarks: “ Throughout 
the later and more important period of its develop- 

ment the religion of the Hebrews made righteous- 
“ness the foundation-stone of its spiritual edifice. 
The sense of personal sin, of the violation of the 
law of God, was ever present with the true follower 


of Judaism. 


'“ Even the formalities of latter-day Pharisaims did 
not wholly obscure the strong ethical principle in- 
volved in the ancient Hebrew faith and preéminently 
emphasized in the writings of the prophets. With 
Paul this sense of the exceeding sinfulness of sin,’ 
this striving after personal righteousness, was prob- 
In it, doubtless, lay the secret 
In it also lay the root of 
his Ohristian theology. Aga Jew, the escape from 
Bin and its penalties had been possible only through 
strict and rigid obedience to the Jaw. Asa Christian 
emancipated from the law, he found the means of 
escape in the acceptance of the doctrin of salvation 


ably always present. 
of his sudden conversion. 


by faith. (See Rom. iv—viii, Gal. ii-vi.) 


. “Sin to Paul was something more than the 


negation of good, a mera phsse of moral experience 


—it was an objectiv reality. It was an actual entity 


which obtained a lodgment in man and controled 
his actions in antegonism to all that was right—in 
antagonism even to his own will. ‘Now then,’ he 
says, it is no more I that do it but sin that dwell- 
eth in me’ (Rom. vii, 17). Paul had assimilated 
from the Oriental philosophies that doctrin of eter. 
nal antagonism between matter and God, between 
body and spirit, which ia still more clearly expressed 
in the mystical dualism of the fourth gospel and 
reached its highest contemporaneous development 
in the doctrins of the various Gnostic sects. — 
With this Oriental dualism he had combined the 
Hebrew notion of the inheritanee of sin from the 
original transgression of Adam. He had also derived 
from the Eastern and Greek philosophies the meta- 
physical conception of the threefold nature of man, 
comprising body, soul, and spirit. He entified or 
objectified these metaphysical conceptions and they 
. became to him realities" (Study of Primitiv Ohris- 
_tianity, p. 196). i 
, Pauls doctrin of the crucifixion was far from 
orthodox. Though he believed that a spiritual body 
of Jesus had actually ascended into heaven, he never- 
theless frequently spoke of the crucifixion in a sym- 
. bolical sense, affirming that he had been “ crucified 
-witk .Obrist.” Yet he lived, and “the life which I 
„ow livin the flesh I liv by faith in the son of 
erie loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal. 
YB, 20). : 
Faul then believed that it was only by being tried 
in the furnace of trouble and sorrow that one could 
get salvation through Ohrist. Indeed, he. bad 
suffered himself, and he seemed to think that only 
through terrible ordeals similar to his own could 
you work out your own salvation. 
AnrHUR B. Moss. 
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`- Lying Spirits and Spiritualism. | 

The editoris] headed “The Spirit of Olarles 
Bradlaugh, in Toe Tsuru Szexze of the 25th July, 
winds up with the words, “If the philosophy of 
Spiritualism be true, it is unfortunate that so many 
fools and charlatans represent it on the phenomenal 
gide." 

You will admit, Mr. Editor, that the world is, I 
wil not say full, but very plentiful in liars, fools, 
and rogues of all colors and dimensions; and that 
they are constantly going over in troops to what is 
called the spirit world. Daath is not & magician, 


change the characters of men, and convert those who 
are ignorant and wicked into intelligent and honest 
people. Men’s characters, whether good or bad, are 
the result of long years of training. No man 
becomes good or bad in a day, a week, or a month. 
What is called death is simply an event. It is the 
moment of transition from one place to another. 
The ferry-boat that carries a load of passengers from 
New York to Brooklyn in twenty minutes makes no 
change in their characters. They are the same men 
sfter landing that they were when they embarked, 
and if they were all thieves, they would continue to 
practice their arts in Brooklyn without having 
experienced any regenerating influence by the tran- 
sition from one shore to the other. : 

In like manner, death hag no more transformin 
power over men than their birth had, and to me it 
seems irrational to expect anything else of that large 
crowd of liars and rogues who are all the time cross- 
ing over into the world of spiritual beings, than that 
they should continue to practice the same arts of 
rascality to which they were addicted here. 

Taking for granted, therefore, that at the Birming- 
ham gésnce a disembodied spirit did speak as 
reported, there is no proof either that he spoke the 
truth, or that it was the spirit of Oharles Bradlaugh. 
It might hav been the spirit of one of those eminently 
religious liars in England, who, for the glory of God 
and the welfare of the established church, had been 
engaged for years in originating and circulating 
slanders on Bradlaugh, for no other reason in the 
world but because he did not believe in the popular 
religion of that country. Or, in making Bradlaugh 
say, “ There is a Qod! There is a divine prin- 
ciple /" he may only hav meant him to say what mul- 
titudes of observing and thinking men, since the days 
of Spinoza, hav said to themselvs, if not to others, 
that it is matter, which, as Professor Tyndall 
teaches, has all the innate power to produce all the 
phenomena we see. A personal God, if he were 
infinit, would occupy all space to the exclusion of 
everything else, and therefore, whatever “ divine 
principle” there is at all is inherent in matter itself. 
So that, admitting, which I do not, that it was 
Bradlaugh who spoke at the Birmingham rósnce, 
what be is reported to hav said is not s recantation 
of his life-long utterances. 

We hav all got our muddy ideas about the future 
state from the church. It has been teaching the 
world for long centuries that the thief on the cross, 
who, at the eleventh hour of his life, repented of his 
crimes, was assured by Jesus that in less than twenty- 
four hours he would be with him in paradise. Upon 
this is based the hymn, still sung every Sunday by 
thousands of devout believers: 


There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Immanuel's veins, 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
Lose a)l their guilty stains. 
The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day, 
And there may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away. 
Every pious murderer with a rope around his neck, 
after professing to hav been “plunged” into that 
fountain, and to hav washed from his hands the 
blood of his victim, expects to go straightway to 
heaven, and sit down on the same bench with Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, and to be treated for ever 
afterward as if he had never sinned at all. 

But this is the very essence of superstition. The 
idea is utterly irrational and absolutely absurd; 
and countless thousands through all the ages of the 
past hav deliberately committed crimes expecting 
that if they repented of them at the last moment 
they would go to a heaven of infinit happiness. 

I think all intelligent and candid believers in a 
future state of existence admit that the Spiritualism 
of to-day proves only one single fact beyond all 
question, and thet is, that a man’s existence is not 
destroyed by desth, but that he preserves the same 
personality and individuality which distinguished 
him from other people here; and that, when the 
conditions are favorable, he can communicate his 
scene in a limited way to those he has left behind 

im. 

But connected with this fact, and growing out of 
it, there sre a score of the most deeply interesting 
questions one might ask to which he would get no 
satisfactory answers. It is a matter of no kind of 
importance to me whether & man, after he dies, 
plays mischievous tricks, personates others like an 
actor on the stage, and lies, or drivels, or tells the 


nor a miracle-worker, that it can instantaneously |. 


truth. The burning question which clamors for 


settlement is: Does he liv at all?” If he does, 
then there may be & way of explaining why he lies 
and misbehaves ; and then, the ultimate fate of one 
man being the fate of all others, every wise person will 
aim to lead such a life of honor end uprightness on 
this stage of his being as will be sure to make him 
happy in the next; for the sterling virtues of moral 
excellence in this world would carry their fine 
qualities into all the other states of being, and make 
their possessors happy. A. B. B. 
Enon Valley, Pa. 
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“The Way to Heaven.” 
; A number of books with titles similar to the 
above hav been written; not one of them appears to 
advance a single step toward the solution of the | 
problem of getting to heaven. Not one tries to tell 
us where heaven is, or attempts to indicate, on any 
geographical. or astronomical map, the route to be 
taken or the direction to be pursued. We often 
hear the expressions “up to heaven, or “down to 
hell,” but what do these phrases signify? If 
literally followed, these directions would Jead the 
Americans and Obinese in exactly opposit directions, 
or would send us to look in precisely the same dires- 
tion in which the pious missionaries tell the Chinese 
and Hindoos they will go if they are wicked and do 
not become Christians. 

Books which profess to guide people to heaven 
devote nearly all of their space to telling mortals 
how to be good, how to love Jesus, how to support 
missionaries and other pious vermin, how to liv by 
faith and not by sense, and so on ; but what has all 
‘that got to do with getting to heaven? David killed 
Uriah and went to heaven ; Smiler, the Salvationist, 
killed his wife, and lived a polygamist like David and 
Solomon and good old Jacob, and went to heaven, 
so far as.we know without repentance. On the 
other hand, Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Paine, and 
Thomas Jefferson were merely moral men like other 
Infidels, and can therefore never hope to lie in (the 
other) Abraham’s bosom, or exchange salutations 
(except across the gulf) with that modern David of 
.Jehovian Ohristianity, Martin Luther, who granted 
permission to one of his Protestant sovereigns to 
marry two wives, and said a man might with 
impunity commit murder and adultery a thousand 
times a day if he could only maintain sn unwavering 
faith in Jesus. So what has being good got to do 
with getting to heaven? And as to the other things 
mentioned, they appear to be equally unessential. 
Faith had never taken anyone to heaven up to the 
year a.o. 30, for Jesus said, No man hath ascended 
into heaven; and no one has ever reached heaven 
since that time, for Jesus said of each one who 
should believe in him and thereby cbtain eternal 
life, “I will raise him up at the last day,” but the 
last day has not arrived yet. a 

Our Obristian Spiritualist friends talk about a 
“summer land” (where flies, mosquitoes, and bed- 
bugs never die—I like a little winter occasionally as 
a relief), but they do not read their Bibles, or they 
would know that their summer land can hay no 
human iphabitants until after the resurrection. 
“Joseph is not, and Simeon is not,” and can Benja- 
min be found there? 

So it seems to me the way to heaven is not yet 
opened. The dead know not anything,” and there- 
fore cannot enlighten us, and the “living know that 
they shall die,” but that is all they do know about 
“the great change called death.” All of the literary 
“guides to heaven" are useless without maps, and 
no maps ean be made until the route is opened. 

What, then, shall we do? What did we do before 
we existed in this world? Did we hav to prepare 
for this life before we lived? Were “ time, space, 
and opportunity afforded us in which to make. our 
peace, calling, and election” to the responsibilities of 
the present life sure?“ If not, what reason (out- 
side of the supernatural reslms of no reason) is 
there to suppose that we are expected to prepare 
beforehand for the next stage of existence? | : 

We read of Hlijah's going up to heaven in a 
chariot (Jesus had never happened to read of him), 
and of God, Christ, and angels going up to and 
coming down from heaven, but we are never, 1 
believe, told exactly at what time of the day or 
night the ascents or descents were made. 

If there be such a place as heaven, and if it is lo- 
cated in any certain place, it cannot be either up or 
down from us, for there is no such thing as up or 
down outside the atmosphere of our globe. Ifa 
man were to die at 6 o'clock in the morning and 
his soul should take its * upward flight” to heaven, 
what direction must the soul take of the man who 
dies at 6 o'clock in the evening, when the earth has 
turned completely over? Religious people never 
make allowance for this motion of the earth. It is 
always “up to heaven" and “down to hell” with 
them. Is hell in the center of the earth, whence 
belch forth volcanic fire and smoke? Is the devil 
under the ground, and do sinners therefore trample 
him under their feet continually as well as Obris- 
tians, without the help of Jesus? Is not saving 
faith necessary in order to hay “ the world, the flesh, 
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and the devil under our feet?” Is not that part of 
heaven to which the missionaries in Obina point their 
converts below us? Is not the heaven of the Euro- 
pears on one side of us and that of the people on the 
Pacific coast on the other side? 

If heaven is situated in an upward direction from 
all of the inhabitants of our giobe, it must neces- 
sarily encirele the earth. But at what distance does 
it surround us? Are all of the suns and planets 
higher than God’s throne? Does the light of the 
sun first illuminate the angel bivouacs before it 
reaches us? If so, is there any man on the earth 


destitute of “heavenly light” whether he is a Chris-, 


tian or not? Who can help “ walking in the light” 
then, whether be wants to or not? Those who hav 
the least faith in Jesus are as often found walking in 
this light as those who hav the most. 

Is heaven within our atmosphere? So close, and 
yet invisible? Would it be too much trouble, do you 
think, for God to show himself to the psople on one 
little planet when he is so near, or must we believe 
Moses and the prophets? Did he show his back 
parts to Moses? No man hath seen God at any 
time.” Then it is evident that heaven is not so near, 
after all, as our atmosphere. Neither does it surround 
any other globe, elsa it could not always be above 
us. It must be outside of the universe, beyond the 
infinit, located on some vast plane which is always 
up from everywhere. Experience teaches us that it 
is always easier fo descend than to ascend, that the 
downward attraction is stronger than the upward; 
and it follows from this that, if it is always up from 
everywhera to heaven, there must be also a still 
stronger attraction in an exactly opposit direction, 
in a place which is always down from every place. 
The force of attraction, or gravitation, depends, as we 
know, upon the size and density of the attracting 
mass, and decreases as the square of the distance 
increases. This shows us quite plainly that hell must 
be either much. larger or much closer then heaven. 
It is also a plain law of physics that a large body 
of matter must eventually draw all smaller bodies to 
itself when the foress which caused their original 
separation are dissipated into space. It is likewise 
true that alarge body will attract to itself more of 
these scattered forces than a small one, and will 
therafore increase rather than diminish its strength 

' as the scene of. commingled atoms and forces rolls 
on to its conclusion. What, then, is to binder the 
ultimate absorption of tha up by the down, the small 
by the large, the light by the heavy, the immaterial 
by the material? No manifestation of force has ever 
been observed uneonnected with material substance, 
and no proof of the power of the immaterial world 
to receive, preserve, or originate s force can be 
demonstrated. The bossted realm of tho immaterial, 
so far as we know, is without force and without sub- 
stance. Its immaterial phantoms cannot be expected 
to exist separately after the other bodies of space are 
drawn into the universal maelstrom, and it has no 
force to resist this ultimatum. If there bo, in some 
place which has never been visited, an immaterial 
world which is unloested and unlocatable, inhabited 
by Gods, angels, spirits, genii, phantoms, ghosts, 
hobgoblins, etc., which hav never been seen; and if 
this realm of immaterialities has hitherto resisted & 
superior force of gravitation which philosophy pro- 
nounces irresistible, it cannot be expected to remain 
when the accumulated masses of matter are conglom- 
erated, and their now distracted forees united. To 
talk, therefore, of a spiritual state which is likely to 
survive “the wreck of matter and the crash of 
worlds,” is an absurdity. Santa Maria ora pro 
nobis. What shall we do? 

Just at the present time we are having & rest from 
the water fowl Christians who deluged the peo- 
ple Inst winter, and are having a rain of brimstone 
from the fire-eating and smoke.breathing Free Meth- 
odists. They are encamped along the banks of the 
Neosho fiver, and expecting help from the Salvation 
Army. Their leaderg are one Wilson, of revivalist 
notoriety, and Sherman, of St. Louis, who used to 
run a red-hot holiness paper with Ellis, another 
Free Methodist, but they loved one another so well 
that they could not work together long. This Sher- 
man some six or eight years ago, in a eamp-meeting 
campaign northeast of here, got very anxious to see 
somebody converted; so he knocked a man down, 
jumped upon him, snd choked him until some one 
with less religious zeal interfered ; and when asked 
why he did so, Sherman replied that it was not bis 
work but the Holy Ghost’s. 

By dint of much wailing and agonizing they hav 
gotten a few children set crazy, a few fools who 
didn't need any change in order to affiliate with the 
crowd hay been captured, and one or two old per. 
sons. My father, who had been a Spiritualist for 
over twenty years, and is now eighty years old, was 
persuaded by one of his daughters to giv up his 
reason and go back to the bib and rattle-box. For 
one, I do not believe that Spiritualism is helping the 
cause of Freethought es much as it is hurting it. 
More than half of the Spirituslists I hav ever known 
are either dead or back in the churches. I was once 
led into the church myself by it. If I believed the 
Bible to be God’s word I would be a Seventh Day 


Thinkers,” and several other works of that kind. 


little wine for his stomsch's sake, if he wants to, 


- Hocus- pocus. 


Adventist; if I believed in the divine institution of 
an infallible church I would be a Catholic; but as I 
believe in neither, I am an Atheist—as Charles 
Bradlaugh once said, I hav had brains enough to 
take me there. 

When father got converted he gave up his World's 
Sages,” etc., to the preacher, and the latter promptly 
put it into the fire. I can not blame him very much, 
for I burnt Professor Draper's ** Conflict" once when 
I was in the same state (I wish I had the book now); 
but as Brother Heston says, “Thank God it is no 
worse," for I still hav Draper's “ Intellectual Davel- 
opment of Europe," Bennett's “Sages, Infidels, and 


But what Infidel ever went to burning up his Ohria- 
tian books ss soon as he changed his mind, because 
he was afraid to read them? What Freethinker 
shrinks from hearing both sidec—all sides? I hav 
now in my library nearly a score of standard Ohris- 
tian works—Butler's, Paley’s, Joe Cook's, etc. I 
hav sold several, but will not burn any. Infidels 
don’t believe in burning their enemies or their ens- 
mies’ books. They may donner vetter and sacrament 
a little occasionally, but they don’t mean any harm 
by it. They wili even let Deacon Timothy take a 


Brother Shepherd. 
Hartford, Kan. 
— a 


No Anarehy. 


Under this imposing title the Boston Znvestigator 
publishes a clipping from that false organ of monop- 


A. H. Darrow. 


‘oly, the New York Sun, and thereby joins the ranks 


of the fanatical political mole, that vociferates, 
“ Orucify !". Tre 

It begins with the startling but self-complacent 
statement that “Liberty of speech is the right of 
every man in this country, but liberty of murder is 
the right of no one.” A creditably informed editor 
would not publish such twaddle. Abner Kneeland 
mobbed, Lucy Colman hooted, Moses Harman sen- 
tenced, Ezra Heywood in jail, John Most serving a 
sentence, Pentecost prevented from speaking in 
Brooklyn and Colonel Ingersoll in Pittsburgh, Rəy- 
nolds fined for. blasphemy—these are the shining 
examples of liberty of speech. There are states in 
this Usion where a competent man will lose his right 
to testify in court when by using his liberty of speech 
he states his unbelief in the existence of a divine 
Women not being mentioned, it msy 
be inferred that they enjoy the same. priceless privi- 
leges, or else are not recognized as having any rights 
at all. Oh, yes, we hav the right to speak as we 
please, provided we please as the majority wille, or 
when backed by a minority large enough to inspire 
fear. But woe to the man who speaks his mind to 
the howling mob and stands alone. 

“Liberty of murder is the right of no one." 
Oh, no; only the licensed professionals, the Pinker- 
ton thugs, the soldiers, the militia, the policeman, 
the man-starving monopolists, the hangman sad the 
roaster by electricity, are those that hav. the liberty 
to kill—to kill in the name of law and decency, and 
to avenge imaginery wrongs done to that beast of 
beasts, “Bourgeois Society.” And one more indi- 
vidual in this glorious, splendid freeman’s country 
has the right to kill—to kill slowly but surely, with 
every refinement of cruelty titillating the nerves of 


the victim. It is the monogamio husband violating: 


his wife's rights of peraon in the nuptial chamber. 

“The misereants that come here with bombs and 
dynamite must be dealt with in the sternest and 
most relentless manner.“ Probably beosuse they 
intend to do as the privileged killers. An infraction 
of monopoly is a fearful crime in this free country. 
However, they are only accused of intending to kill 
those that do not please them. They are far supe- 
rior to the professional, who kills not under the sting 
of hate, not under the burning but mistaken sense 
of redressing brutal wrongs by brute force, but as a 
hireling bravo for s weekly stipend of blood money. 
Which is the lower creature, the misereaut that 
comes here with dynamite and bomb”—if ever anyone 
comes thus provided—or the Pinkerton detectiv who 
kills striking railrosd men without provocation; the 
Catholic Paddy who, enrolled on the police force, 
exercises the monopoly of clubbing, arresting, and, 
according to the Twentieth Century, of burglarizing ; 
the husband who premeditatingly commits mur- 
der in the first degree? Who. I say, is more deserv- 
ing of being dealt with in the sternest aud most 
relentless manner? 

Ard oh, the truth of the language, Where the 
crazy fools, who are advocating the slaughter alike of 
peaceful citizens and officers of the Jaw, hav_at- 
tempted to execute their ferocious purposes!” Has 
not the editor read the trial? Does he not know 
that neither of the hanged or condemned men had 
attempted to execute thoge purposes? Must I recall 
to his memory the mockery of the trial, the packing 
of the jury, the contradictions of the witnesses, the 
exclusion of the liberty of free speech, which occurred 
at that occassion and resulted in a proving to the 
minds of all disinterested men the innocence of the 
accused ? 


“They must be put down with the strong hand 
instantly, and afterwards those that remain slive 
must be tried and must hav justice, but no mercy.” 
Well, it was done. These men, using their right 
of free speech and doing nothing else, were put 


down with the strong hand, and tried by American 
Justice, while American Merey of the Boston Inves- 
tigator type is afraid to liberate those she unjustly 
incarcerated. Deliver us from American Justice and 
American Mercy. » 


Avd s darling police is the Chiesgo uniformed 


mob. A citizens’ rights league bad to be organized, 
and a paper, the Personal Rights Advocate, pub- 
lished, in order to protect the citizens from their 
protectors. A doctor is murdered and his murderers 
are found to be affiliated with the force. 
Those murderers were not hanged; they belonged 
to the killing monopoly. They were no miscreants 
that come here with bombs and dynamite; they were 
|God-fearing Irish Paddies. 
mercy were meted out to them, and after premedi- 
tated murder saved them from death. The police 
captains, who were the leaders at the time the Oom- 
munists were havged, and one of the principal 
detectives, had to be indicted for blackmailing and 
embezzlement; one captain dismissed, as also the 


N. B.— 


American justice and 


detectiv, and the other only retained by powerful 
political pressure. A sweet-smelling lot those Chioago 
policemen—a crown and a glory to our civil zation, 
and certainly very fit tools to be intrusted with the 
strong hand to put down Anarchy. i 
And certainly the Boston Investigator does well 
to cry out against people who do not want such gov- 
ernment, or no government at all. But when the 
editor óf the Boston Investigator was clipping that 
momentous piece of monopolistio claptrap from the 
New York Sun, and giving it his sanction by insert- 
ing it in his columns, was he convinced that it stated 
the truth? „Was it the editors honest conviction 
that Anarchiets are miscreants, who come here 
with bombs and the avowed purpose of killing those 
who do not please them?" If, after living long 
years in Boston, where the best occasion is offered 
to understand what Auarchy means, he is obliged to 
formulate his definition by clippings from the New 
York Sun, his only safe course is not to try it any 
more, for though the roar is deafening, and may 
deceive the ignorant, to the initiated it is painf ally 
apparent that the lion’s skin will not cover the tips 
of the eara. Du Lesprnasge. 
— "eM 


„Sacred“ Property a. Fraud. 
J. Van Denburgh in Milwaukee News. 


In Saturday's paper I find these significant words, 
“ Free From Tax.” Those are words full of big 
meaning and most startling significance. To whom 
and why is that freedom granted, and who are the 
privileged ones ? 

Is it the widow who by working hard sixteen 
hours out of the twenty four just manages to keep 
her half-clothed children from starvation ; whose 
little cottage, chinked with mud to keep out the cold 
blasts, stands in the shadow of yonder tell and gilded 
steeple? Is that place which she calls a home, the 
inside bare and poverty-stricken—is that free from 
taxation ? . 

Well, surely, if anything on earth ought to be 
that should. But it is not. 

Why? Three lines under the same heading tell 
why. “The following is a list of the various 
denominations, the number of churches each pos- 
sesses and their value estimated.” Then follows a 
list of churches and values which aggregate over 
five millions of dollars. . 

Another inquiry full of equal significance—Who 
owns those churches? Aud why are they exempt? 
Do any poor widows with orphaned children own 
stock there? Folly to ask that question. Stands 
half hour on the corner during certain hours at times 
and take a look at the people who do own all the 
stock in those favored institutions. Aud as they 
roll by in gilded equipages and outside liveried 
attendants, the not infrequently languid occupants 
and owners clothed in purple and fine linen and 
weighted with sparkling diamonds, aek yourself 
while looking, or anyone, if this kind of property 
and the opulent owners thereof should be exempt 
from the burdens of state at the expense of widows 
and orphans? The answer will be quick, sharp, and 
with emphatic No! 

It is simply a gigantic and cowardly robbery. 
And mere, no honest citizen, without ignoring the 
Golden Rule, can with a clear conscience say this 
characterization is too severe. The pretense that 
such is sacred property is an assumption and fraud. 
Aud that is the only reason given why it and its 
owners should be favored at the expense of others 
and then pretend to be the followers of that meek 
and lowly man who asked not and refused both 
money and scrip. 

No sompa can ba made. They are unlike as 
light and darkness, and their demands and acts 


prove them false. 
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Our Truth Seeker Consumption Cure. 


Dr. Foote, Sr., devotes two columns in Health 
Monthly to an adverse review of the cure theory set 
forth by me in Tms Turn Szzxer of June 20th. 
He does not question my theory of the status of 
consumption—only objects to the preliminary treat- 
ment, the “ breaking up” process that I recom- 
mend. This he characterizes as “taking the patient 
too near to death’s door.” I cannot for the life of 
me see how the breaking up of morbid conditions 
can be taking the patient to death’s door. I should 
say it was leading him away from death’s door. 

Action is life. Oirculation is health. Congestion is 
death. If a consumptiv's organs of secretion and 
excretion are dead with torpor, it is bringing him 
from death into life to arouse and resnimate those 
dormant functions. It is like the bresking-up tran- 
sition from winter to spring. There is no cure in 


existence so effectual for a cold“ as a good, well-. 


executed “sweat,” with internal as well as external 
applications. It relaxes the tension of the tissues, 
melts the rigidity of nerves, unlocks the icy fetters 
of congestion, breaks up the morbid conditions, and 
restores a natural and healthy circulation. 

If this is taking the patient to death's door I fail 
to see it. The sweat route to health is the best, 
the safest, and the cheapest, but as it does not lead 
through the apothecary shop it is not held in favor 
by the old drug doctors. But I regard it as a 
“saving ordinance,” a baptism that cleanses the 
sinner and brings him into vital relations with 
nature. So in the cure of ague—the morbid condi- 

‘tions first broken up—tonics to build up, afterward. 

Weakness is not death. Muscular strength is no 
pooof of health. I knew a merchant who one day 
felt so unusually well and strong that he spoke about 
it, saying he never felt so fine in his life, but before 
night he bad a stroke of paralysis frpm which he 
died. The “weak” ones liv the longest and can 
endure the most. The “strong” ones bresk off like 
a brittle reed. Why? Because your “strong” man 
is lacking in that willowy, fibrous flexibility that we 

call “nervousness,” often an inconvenience, but after 
all a very desirable quality to possess. 

I knew a man who bragged of his nerve —that 
is, his absence of nerve. I sew him at the death of 
a brother by consumption, and later at the death of 
his wife in her third childbirth. He never shed a 
tear. A sister-in-law uobraided him for it, but he 
told her that although he felt grieved he could not 
weep. The fact is, his nervous system was partially 
dead. His muscular system had robbed it. He 
could eat like a “leather judgment,” sick cr well, and 
ate a hearty meal at the table an hour before his 
death by consumption. His doctor gave him the 
same advice that Dr. Foote says he givs his con- 
sumptiv patiente—to keep off the bed.” He kept 
off the bed, and as a natural consequence his mus- 
cular system kept right on robbing his nervous sys- 
tem till he died. 

By the treatment I propose the lives of such per- 
sons can be saved. A man whose digestiv apparatus 
oan extract no nourishment from his food is already 
at *desth's door.” His stomach and bowels may 
hav as much muscular, contractil energy and per- 
istaltic vigor as a bench vice or a coffee-mill. 
The mill digests mechanically but has no nerves to 
carry on chemical processes and extract nourishment 
from what it grinds. , 

To giv the nervous system a chance to feed and 
recuperate, the muscular system must be “laid off” 
that is, weakened and sent to bed. Reet and 
relaxation are nature's first conditions to cure. Be- 
sides, what little vitality is generated, if any, should 
be conserved and applied to regenerativ, remedial 
work. Nature can no more repair a man while on 
the go, if in bad plight, than & mechanic can repair 
a wagon while in use. The place for s sick man is 
in bed. Ido not call the righteous to repentance. 
If the consumptiv is not sick then is all my preach- 
ing in vain. But the truth is, they are dying all 
around us. Well men do not die. The consumptiv 
is one who is drifting smoothly and peacefully and 

hopefully into ‘ death's door” as fast as he can go 
and as unconscious of the fate that awaits him as 
one who is freezing or dying by morphine. The con- 
gested nerves hav produced the *' lethargy of death,” 
and the unfortunate victim believes thut he is all 
right and asks only to be Jet alone. 

The man whose nervous system is so dead that it 
hes not sufficient life or action to kick up at least a 

. Spasmodic rebellion and weaken him and throw him 
on his back and keep him there until repaired or 
regenerated is in a dangerous condition. 

The re-borning or regenerativ treatment that I 
suggest for consumption is not an invention of mine 
but of Nature. I stole the ides from her. I peeked 
behind the curtains and watched. her at ber work of 
cure. I saw that whenever her children disobeyed 
her laws past the point of endurance she brought 
them back to vital life and union with her by pain, 
weakness, and so-called “sickness.”. She puts them 
to bed in spite of their efforts to the contrary. She 
hauls them onto the dry dock for repsirs. That is 
what Dr. Foote calls “tearing them down” and tak- 


ing them “near to death’s door.” Really it 38 a 
tearing down of the muscular mav, but per contra 
a building up of the nervous and vital man, a resus- 
citation of nerve life, particularly that part of the 
nervous system connected with the stomach and 
bowels. 

' Consumption is congestion of the nerves of the 
secretory and excretory organs. It is living death— 
death by slow degrees. The consumptiv on his legs 
is already at death’s door ; but “broken up,” quick- 
ened with nerve life, fist on his back, he is beating a 
retreat directly away from death’s door. For con- 
gestion is death. If Neture ever needs assistance it 


‘is in consumption, to “down” her patient, for that 


disease presents a peculiar condition of affairs. Nat- 
ure's hands are completely tied. Her avenues of 
communication, her canals, ducts, sewers, telegraph 
lines, etc., all stopped up and out of order, her am- 
munition exhausted, her commissary department 
bankrupt, she is unable to arouse action, organize 
resistance, stir up commotion, incite revolution, or 
bring about a climax of any kind or character. She 
is like person asleep dying by gas suffocation. She 
is bound hand and foot. hy not break her fetters 
and giv her a chance? 

Prevention is better than cure. Persons of con- 
sumptiv tendency should use such foods, drinks, and 
tonics, and cultivate such habits, as are best calou- 
lated to develop nervous activity and promote ner- 
vous growth. Man is a nervous animal and has an 
extensiv and fine nervous organization and brain that 
needs to be well nourished. Hence the universal 
desire for stimulation—for tea, éoffee, salt, spices, 
cider, wine, beer, acids, whisky, and tobacco. That 
desire is natural and right and should be gratified, 
but at the same time systematized into regular daily 
habits of moderation, like the desire for food, instead 
of being smothered out and extirpated. 

A person who takes coffee at breakfast, soup and 
wine or cider at dinner, tea or beer at supper, and & 
moderate amount of beer between that and at bed- 
time, who on the whole takes from three to six 
quarts of fluid into his stomach every twenty-four 
hours, will never hav the consumption. And if he 
uses a little tobacco with all the rest it is not going 
to burt him. 

I am here reminded of a man Miss Leland met in 
her travels around the world who was forty-five 
years of age, plump, healthy, clear, soft skin and 
ruddy complexion, who had never drank a drop of 
water in his life. . 

À eonsumpliv is like a city short on water and 
with sewers stopped up and breeding animal life. 
Wherever there is stagnant, decomposing waste there 
you will find the maggot or the microbe. Bat they 
are our friends and not our enemies. Like the car- 
rion crow, they are merely scavengers. The carrion 
crow will not touch live mest, neither will bacilli or 
bacteria harm living tissues. 

What is the sense of all this “ bug" hunting? The 
way to get rid of “ bugs” is to get rid of the con- 
ditions which cause them and which make their 
presence possible if not beneficial. Flusk the 
sewers; flush them thoroughly; keep them flushed. 
Keep the pores open and in frequent use. That is 
what they were msde for. Use nourishing and 
mildly stimulating liquids freely. Drown out and 
sweat ont the consumption and the microbes will go 
a-kiting. : 

Accelerate the circulation. Get up and keep up 
steam. We make our habits and our habits in turn 
make us. Vitality is as much & matter of will, of 
acquired habit, as of inheritance. It is like & man 
in a swing. Full motion of the vital functions 
means good vitality; feeble motion means low 
vitality. It is a question of action and reaction. 
The man in the swing can, if he knows how, and 
wills to do so, gradually work up a full motion from 
a feeble motion, or even from an apparent dead rest. 

Weak, poor, unstimulating dietetic habits in persons 
inclined to consumption produce low vitality, feeble 
motion, and diseased conditions, and these diseased 
conditions invite parasites. Microbes are an effect 
and not aà cause. 
no conditions favorable to them—no stopping-place, 
no asylum. They pass by the healthy and take up 
their abode with the diseased. 
` Microbes do not cause consumption, popular 
Opinion to the contrary notwithstanding. It may 
seem £&udscious to gainsay the wisdom of a world 
full of doctors, but really it is no more so than to 
deny the assertions of a world full of theologians. 

It Dr. Pickens will look at my former article 
again he will see that I took particular pains to 
show that I was criticising the old orthodox medical 
and theological schools and not the new and hetero- 
dox. As men I like the doctors of all schools. My 
paternal ancestor was an M.D. and as good a man 
as ever lived. The musio of pestle, the gleam of 
lancet, the spurting of blood, and the shrieks of 
turn-keyed victims of toothache are among my earliest 
recollections. I hav been among doctors a good 
deal, read their books, assisted them in their surgery, 
and as a dispenser of drugs for several years hav 
had considerable experience with them. They are 
good fellows, but unfortunately their business is one 


Health and full vital action afford 


that thrives best where hygienic ignorance and 
superstition grows rankesf. 
The question of stimulation, of tonic aids to 


digestion, is a big subject as it is a prolific bone of 


contention. It is one of the unsolved problems. 
It is pretty clearly evident that the race has 
not yet learned how to make the beat use of 
tonics. By tonics I mean liquors or solid extracts 
in solution. Tea, coffee, sour drinks, ete, all come 
under the head of stimulating liquids or liquors. 
Leaving abstract nonsense out of the question, they 
are practically liquid foods, and capabie of bringing 
health and happiness to mankind instead of misery. 
The power of anything to bless is in proportion to 
its power to curse, if perverted. While many abuse 
themselvs by excess, others who stand in need of 
tonics abuse themselvs by abstinence. Fortunate is 
he who maintains the golden mean, who uses not 
too much or too little, who selects the kinds best 
adapted to his needs and uses them at the proper. 
time and in the best manner. 

The “ saloon” is the product of teetotal fanaticism. 
The driving of tonics from the family sideboard and 
cellar established the saloon, with its adulteration 
and dissipation. The stronger tonics should be 
taken at meals. Distilled tonics are better adapted 
to morning use, vinous and acetic for the middle of 
the day, and malt or fermented for evening. It is a 
sin against nature's laws to go to bed on an empty 
stomach. 

The bitter ales and beers are wonderful aids to 


‘digestion. If you will put a thin piece of beefsteak 


into a glass of lager beer and set it in a warm place 
the beer will of itself, without the aid of gastric 
juice, decompose or digest the steak in a few hours. 

My ideal professional doctor would also be a 
hygieniceducator, who organizes a hygienic church of 
two or three hundred people and contracts to keep 
them well for so much a year each, with perhaps a 
small forfeiture back for sickness or death. Once a 
week or month they listen to a seasonable sermon on 
how to keep well. The more the doctor educates 
them the less work he will hav to do. That is the 
kind of “ meetin’ house” that I would like to “ jine.” 

I seek not disputation—only to seb people think- 
ing. Hygienic ignorance and apathy is the “ crying 
evil.” The gospel of how to liv should be preached , 
from the very housetops. Hygienic education 
should be compulsory—should be a condition to 
marriage. Every parent—at least every mother— 
should be a competent family physician and nurse. 
Health and happiness should everywhere abound, 
and hygienic “righteousness run down our streets 
like a river.” S. R. SHEPHERD. 

Leavenworth, Kan. : 

— . — 
Our London Letter. 


Mr. Charles Watts met with a very cordial recep- 
tion on his public appearance ones more on an Eeg- 
lish Freethought platform, and strong wishes hav 
been expressed that he should again make this coun- 
try his home. Were he to do so, it would be a great 
help to the party, as he is a keen and forcible de- 
bater and lecturer and receives a hearty and merited 
welcome wherever he goes. 

Among the many excellent works published by 
Watts & Co. one of the most recent is on “The 
Practical Value of Christianity, being two prize 
essays for and against this religion. It is & capital 


-work to place in the hands of a dispassionate inquirer. 


The supporter of Ohristisnity rather overreaches 
himself, as most of his kind do, by claiming that ali 
good emanates from his creed and all evil through 
disbelief in it. No doubt he has done his best for 
his own side and probably believes what he says, but 
he is evidently too emotional to look squarely at 
facts, and thus is at a disadvantage with his opponent. 

A word-portrait of Oolonel Ingersoll has recently 
appeared in the Zcho, and as this is by no means 
a Secularist paper, the article may be considered a 
fairly impartial one, and very different to the usual 
description of the great American Freethinker that 
appears now and again in the religious papers. Oae 
paragraph reads: “ He never by any chance insults or 
wounds any genuin belief, thereby setting an exam- 
ple which might well be followed by some of our 
bigoted so-called Freethinkers.” The “bigoted” 
ones are not named, but as the Zcho occasionally 
champions Mrs. Besant, and was some time back 
very indignant that she is not now received with 
open arms by the National Secular Society, the allu- 
sion is plain. The Freethought party ia not so poor 
in numbers that it is anxious to claim everyone who 
formerly professed Freethought or may st some 
future time profess it. It shows wisdom on the part 
of the president to keep clear from all vacillators. 
The party has frequently had to suffer from being 
allied to those who are “all things by turns and 
nothing long," and will bs all the better for having 
nothing to do with encouraging traitors in the camp. 

The council for the erection of the church jubilee 
house are at their wits’ end to raise sufficient funds 
to carry out their scheme. The cost of site and 
temporary premises is given ss £56 860, and it has 
taken four years to raise £25,000, from which will 
hav to be deducted & large sum for advertising and 
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office expenses. One paragraph in their standing 
advertisment is very amusing: “The council do not 
desire that the erection of the church house shall be 
restricted to members of the congregation and will 
thankfully receive and acknowledge the smallest 
sums. The assumed condescension and pertina- 
cious begging contained in that sentence are very 
rich. 

It seems that the late archbishop of York hes not 
left hia family as well off as they consider they ought 
to be, and so a Subscription has been set on foot for 
their benefit. It is very evident they do not put too 
much faith in the inspired statement that the Lord 
will provide” for the widow and fatherless. It is 
impossible to take up a religious paper without com- 
ing across several appeals to the pious to subscribe 
to some more or less worthy object (generally less); 
indeed, they are so numerous that the devout read- 
ers appear to pay very little attention to them, as 
complaints are often made that the responses are so 
feeble. Roəligion everywhere and at all times has an 
insatiable maw and is continually erying for more, 
but the cry is getting unheeded, as believers are get- 
ting fewer and fewer. If all those who were not 
church- members became avowed Freethinkers the 
church would not stand another day, but the army 
of nothingarians is great but indirectly supports 
religious creeds. It is perhaps just as well that 
religion dies slowly, for if it terminated suddenly it 
would be a serious matter to. hav so numerous a 
body as the hangers-on of the churches instanta- 
neously joining the ranks of the unemployed, and 
not being used to self-denial and poverty they would 
be most probably an extremely turbulent mob and 
the promoters of Anarchy. J. D. . 

] ti ———À 


Items of Foreign Freethought News. 
Dr. Bruno Wille, editor of  Freireligiéses 


Sonntags Blatt, is a very successful author in the 
line of F'reethought literature. 


There is trouble in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, 
among the faithful. A strong and growing party 
rejects the inspiration of the Bible. 


While it is not definitly settled where the Inter- 
national Freethought Congress for thia year will ba 
held, that of 1892 will meet in either Madrid or Bar- 
celona, Spain. 


A Secular revival wave seems to hav struck Swe- 
den. Osptain Thomson and Victor Lennstrand hav 
‘all they can do in attending to the formation of new 
Freethought branch societies. Such news givs us 
hope for the future of mankind. 


The Anglo-Indian paper, the Zimes of India, 
states in a late number that of the sixty-four thou- 
sand pilgrims who in the years 1884-90 went. from 
India to Mekka and Medina, twenty-two thousand 
did not return. They died from sickness or exposure 
or perhaps were murdered by their brethren in faith, 
the Arab-Bedouins. Such is the outcome of super- 
naturalism. 


———— 


Through the courtesy of Mr. J. N. Malo, Caracas, 
we are the recipient of De Wekker, and in reply to 
inquiry made we will say that articles on the sc-cslied 
prophecies hav from time to time appeared in Tux 
"lTRuvH Seeker. We recommend Bible Myths and 
Their Parallels in Other Religions” as one of the 
best works for the busy man who desires concise and 
conclusiv proofs of the non-original character of the 
Christian religion. 


That church and throne go hand in hand is well 
known. Still, it is not every day that the ministers 
are go outspoken as was the Rev. Mr. Färden, of 
Norway, who at a recent meeting of the Norwegian 
branch of the International Peace Society arose and 
said: “Inasmuch as Christians should respect the 
word of God, they cannot believe in or work for the 
abolition of war." “I came not to bring pence but a 
sword,” said Obrist. 


On August 18th the Holy Ooat was taken out 
from its shrine behind the altar at Treves, and on the 
25th the holy show will begin. A guard of honor 
will see that nobody appropriates the garment for 
disposal at a second-hand clothing store or other- 
wise. How strong the guard will be we don’t know. 
The archbishop calls for fifty men, but according to 
the last news he had succeeded in getting oniy a 
baker’s dozen. If the coat had been in this city, our 

.pious city government would hav lent him half of 
our Irish police force. While we who are at a safe 
distance can giv our personal opinion about the nine- 
teenth century humbug, it is not so in Germany. 
Editor Siwinna of the Hattowitzer Zeitung was 
wicked enough to print his doubt about the genuinness 
of the coat, and his convictions that the visitors were 
all dupes of ihe priests. The city court sentenced 
him to one year’s imprisonment, but he appealed, 
and the Beuthen cireuit court, which is composed of 


Protestants, thought only fourteen days was enough, 
and sentenced him accordingly. 
— — . —— 


Instance of Providential Negleet. 


Brame. Wasn, May 23, 1891. 
Warsow Hesron, Dear Sir and Friend: I am a 


Another 


| reader and admirer of Tas Taurz Sxzxxn, especially 


of the illustrated portion of it. I inclose you a 
clipping from the Seattle Post Intelligencer of May 
18th, containing a short account of two little girls 
lost in Nebraska. It at once reminded me of the 
poor woman found frozen in Dakota, whose motto 
was, “The Lord is my shepherd,” etc. Such cases 
are stinging rebukes to the blind followers of an 
unreasonable, unmerciful Jehovah. With best wishes 
for your success, I am, 
Yours for the truth alone, Jonn W. Mzzurrr. 


Omana, May 17.— For a week the entire male population 
of Bedford, Thomas county, has been engaged in a search 
for two little girls of John Hammond, who were lost in the 
sand-hills surrounding the town last Sunday. The children, 
one eight and the other six, went to visit their sister who 
livs six miles north of Bedford, and about 5 o'clock they: 
started home. They had to go about a mile and the road 
led through the sand-hills. The children lost their way in 
gathering flowers. The parents and neighbors searched the 
hills that night and Monday a general alarm was given. 

Thursday at noon the youngest child was found where 
she had fallen, completely exhausted and half. covered with 
sand, fifteen miles from where the children left the road. 
The little one was unconscious. She was soon restored, 
however, and said her sister had gone home. 

Search went on. It continued till this afternoon, when 


the dead body of the older child was found ten miles north | * 


of Dunning, Blaine county, fully seventy-five miles from 
where the children lost their way. 
— — —39-4—9———-————— 
Mr. Watts to Stay in England. 
G. F. Foote'in the London Freethinker. 

. Since Mr. Obarles Watts came over from Toronto 
a few weeks ago to see his Eaglish friends and 
lecture to his old admirers, he has been under con- 
stant pressure to settle down in his nativ land, where 
his platform abilities are more than ever needed. A 
great many letters hav reached me, too, as president 
of the National Secular Society, urging me to per- 
suade Mr. Watts to remain in England. From the 
first moment I shook hands with him I gave him to 
understand that I should personally be pleased if he 
could see his way to work with me, but I refrained 
from pressing him, because I knew that his earnings 
in America were in excess of the income he would be 
likely to secure in England, where Freethought ad- 
vocacy (I regret to say it) is worse paid than in any 
other part of the English speaking world. There 
were, however, other solicitations in Mr. Watta’s 
mind. He is not so young as he was, though still 
robust; he had a natural desire to spend the re- 
mainder of his days in the land of his birth ; and his 
wife had always cast & yearning glance eastward to 
her old English home. Nor was this all for 
immediately on Mr. Watts’s arrival he was made 
acquainted with a certain offer from Mr. Daniel 
Baker, of Birmingham. Negotiations hav been 
going on since, and on Saturday I met Mr. Watts 
with his son, Mr. Daniel Baker, and Mr. G. J. 
Holyoake, at which meeting Mr. Baker’s proposal 
was thoroughly discussed, and a rough agreement 
signed. 

Mr. Daniel Baker, who has been for many years 
the mainstay of Secularism in Birmingham, and who 
bas now reached the advanced age of seventy-six, is 
anxious to do something handsome for the perpetu- 
ation of the movement in that city. Accordingly 
be places Baskerville Hall, or rather the nineteen 
years’ lease, together with £1,000, at the service of 
hia intention. The Hall is to be conveyed to Mr. 
Watts by deed of gift. The £1 000 is to be assigned 
to certain trustees, including Miss Baker, Mr. Morley 
of Birmingham, Mr. Holyoake, Mr. R. O. Smith, 
and myself. Thirty pounds of the four per cent 
interest is to be paid yearly to Mr. Watts to defray 
the rates and taxes, and the balance to Mr. Baker dur- 
ing his life. The principal is to be invested in more 
commodious premises if Mr. Watts should ever find 
Baskerville Hall too limited; and if the enterprise 
should, from any unforeseen causes, come to grief, 
the trustees are to deal with the capital for the 


| benefit of the movement, giving the preference of 


course to Birmingham. With the consent of all the 
parties, I sm getting this trust deed prepared, and 
when it is thoroughly agreed upon it will be executed 
immediately. 

Mr. Watts undertakes to reside in Birmingham 
and act as Freethought lecturer and organizer, with 
Baskerville Hall as his headquarters. He will not 


lecture there every Sunday, probably not more than: 


two Sundays a month; half of his time will thus be 
free for the rest of the country, and I hope to see 
him one Sunday in every four at the London Hall 
of Science. He will hav Baskerville Hall rent-free, 
the rates and taxes will be paid (to the extent of 
£30, the present amount) by the trustees, and in 
these circumstances there is no resson why he 
should not achieve a brilliant success in the Midlands 
capital. i 

Before he begins operations there certsin funds 
will be necessary. Into these J hay not space to 


enter. £200 will be required immediately, and 
another £200 during the next year or two. About 
£100 is already promised. I am sending out a 
circular to possible subscribers, but no doubt there 
are many whose addresses I hav not, and if this meets 
their eyes I hope they will contribute as promptly . 
as possible. It will be understood that Mr. Watts 
is not begging. The money I refer to is necessary 
to the immediate and satisfactory carrying out of the 
Birmingham scheme, and I take the full responsi- 
bility of this appeal, although I may say it is heartily 
approved of by Mr. Holyoake. 

Mr. Watts is of course extremely sorry to sever 
his activ connection with the Canadian Freethinkers. 
During the years he has labored in the Dominion he 
has made many warm friends, who will deeply regret 
his present decision. But they will respect his 
motivs, and they will doubtless reflact that in leav- 
ing Oanada to resume his oid life in England he is 
still wielding his sword in the service of Free- 
thought. 


— — —— 
Does Prohibition Prohibit or Not? 
Senator Ingalls Two Years Ago. 


Kansas has abolished the saloon. The open dram- 
shop treflis is as extinct as the sale of indulgences. 
A drunkard is a phenomenon. The barkeeper has 
joined the troubadour, the crusader, and the mound- 
builder. The brewery, the distillery, and the bonded 
warehouse are known only to the arok zoologist. 
Temptation being removed from the young and 
the infirm, they hav been fortified and redeemed. 
The liquor-seller, being proscribed, is an outlaw, and 
his vocation is disreputable. Drinking being stig- 
matized, is out of fashion, and the consumption of 
intoxicants has enormously decreased. Intelligent 
and conservativ observers estimate the reduction at 
ninety per cent; it cannot be less than seventy-five. 
The increase in the number of internal revenue 
stamps sold by the collector from year to year is ex-, 
plained by the fact that they are required by all 
druggists, and many of them are repetitions and 
renewals for short terms. One of the most 
significant and extraordinary resulta is the diminu- 
tion of crime in the state. At the January (1889) 
term of the district court of the county in which the 
capital is situated, there was not a single criminal 
case on the docket. Many city and county prisons 
are without a tenant. The number and percentage 
of the convicts in the state penitentiary hav been 
remarkably diminished. l 


Senator Ingalls a Month Ago at Prohibition Park. 

Nothing can be said in favor of the saloon or the 
sale and consumption of intoxicating drink. We 
hay wrestled with this subject for ten vears in 
Kansas, and hav had organic and statutory Prohibi- 
tion, and yet there is not a town in that state where 
a man cannot get all the liquor he wants. There is 
not an organized municipal corporation there whose 
expenses are not paid by the taxes levied upon the 
recognized and open traffic in intoxicating liquors. 
At Atchison, where I reside, the entire expenditure 
of the corporation, its police, its lighting, every- 
thing connected with municipal administration, is 
paid by the tax or fine or licanse fees levied every 
month upon those who are known by the authorities 
to be openly engaged in the sale of liquors contrary . 
to the law. A similar condition of things prevails in 
Towa. Ican only express the hope that the pro- 
jectors of the enterprise which you here hav in hand 
will succeed in enforcing Prohibition better than has 
been done in either Kansas or Iowa. 


—— . — 


Lectures and Meetings. 


MILWAUREE has lost one of the jewels in her crown. Dr. 
Juliet Severance has left that city and taken up her residence 
in Chicago, No. 2 Warren avenue, whence she will radiate 
and scintillate over the surrounding country. Dr. Sever- 
ance willadd to the liveliness of the Windy City by the Lake, 
especially in Freethought and labor circles. 


8. P. Purnam’s lecture appointments for August and 
September are as follows: Minneapolis, Minn., August 
28-90; Watersville, Minn., August 25, 26, 27; Crookston, 
Minn., September 1, 2, 3; Jamestown, N. D., September 
5, 6; Boseman, Mont., September 8, 9; Colville, Wash., 
September 12, 18; Spangle, Wash., September 15; Rosalia, 
Wash., September 16, 17; Oskesdale, Wash., September 
18; Palouse City, Wash., September 19, 20; Pasco, Wash., 
September 22, 23; Nanaimo, B. C., September 26; Welling- 
ton, B C., 27, 28. 


W. F. Jamizson writes: I wish to say to the Liberals 
of Utah, with whom I held correspondence five years ago, 
in relation to lectures, that I wil be pleased to hear from 
them, as I will soon be on my way to California and Oregon. 
At the present time I find myself in Colorado, between Chi- 
cago and the coast. I will make arrangements for lectures 
and debates, beginning in Utah in October, having made 
arrangements with other lecturers to correspond with the 
Liberals of Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, and Missouri, in which 
states I hav already lectured for years. I now want to see 
Utah, and Utah Liberals; then to the Pacific, which I hay 
never yet seen. Address at Mosca, Col.” 
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back into the world later to develop their brains in. 
an age when intelligence shall not be boycotted by 
orthodoxy. Instead of throwing into hell the little 
innocent Presbyterian babies (whose. parents neg- 
lested to. hay them sprinkled with holy water prior 
to their demise), I would make them into little 
cherubim. I would giv them sweet little wings, and 
forgiv them ; and would throw the Presbyterian 
synod, together with John Calvin. who made the 
Presbyterian creed and Articles of Faith, into hell, if 
I threw anybody in. 

As I said before, I do not believe I would want a 
hell, although there are plenty of psople just blind 
enough and ignorant enough to deserve its purging 
warmth. Possibly it would melt the. scales from 
their eyes; it might soften their hearts a little in time 
and harden their brains. But sll this speculation is 
useless, because I am not God by a large majority. 
I am not s candidate for nomination; and if I was a 
| candidate, and received the nomination, I would 
probably be snowed under so deep by a Methodist 
boycott that it would take a Methodist hell millions 
of years to melt the ice away enough so that I could 
receive the benefit of its genial hospitality. Like 
the sailor who froze to death at the North Pole, I 
might reform at last, and pray to go to hell for a 
change of climate. The trouble with the world is, 
we hav not quite quit looking back. Heil, like the 
thumb-serew, and rack, and the Inquisition, and the 
stake (at which witches and new varieties of Chris- 
tians were formerly burnt), are things of the past 
—of a dark age. It seems to me that religious, 
blind, ignorant, and insolent faith comes from that 
dark past. It is a trembling fear transmitted down 
to us from generation to generation, and as we bav 
long since lost our resembiance to the ape by losing 
bis caudal appendage, so, too, we are gradually 
losing this superstition, this fear, this “total de- 
pravity, which holds us back from the true mission 
of our lives. What are we here for, to tremble and - 
fear or to learn and progress? is being asked more 
and more frequently. Infidelity, in religious cireles, 
now means the same thing as heresy, which ia 
thoughtfulnees—a careful questioning of Bible 
writings—and is so recognized and feared by the 
church. The greatest divines whose minds hav ever 
overgrown the narrow confines of their creeds, and 
dogmas, and articles of faith, are proud of being 
called heretics and Infidels. It shows the world 
that they are among its thinking people. When the 
hardshell Baptist pokes his head out from under 
his hard shell and asks a question, it shows that 
"the world do move.”  Heresy and Infidelity are 
becoming popular, and the church must soon go to 
the wall or dircard a large majority of the Bible 
absurdities. The Bible must be rearranged and re- 
written so as to be consistent in its parts or its use- - 
fulness to priests must Boon come to an end. 

The religions,-like the people of the world, must 
look forward to better things, instead of holding on 
to old threadbare impossibilities. If we look back 
we must weep for the darkness which has over- 
shadowed those we would hav loved had we known 
them, but if we look forward we can rejoice to think 
what our deseendanta may be. A few days ago a 
friend of mine, who publishes a magazine, asked me 
to giv him what insight I could into the past history 
of my ancestors. He meant this in the kindest spirit, 
and knowing that he did I sould not feel insulted, 
but I declined. I did it in as gentle s way as I could, 
without making him feel as if I thought myself 
above him in the gesle of evolution, but I said I con- 
sidered their history too sacred to be monkeyed 
with—that there were some tales connected with the 
past history of the family which had better be kept 
concealed. I told him I thought Mr. Darwin had 
not used me quite right in some remarks which he 
had made about them in his book, that it made me 
feel sad, and I hoped that he would not let it occut 


ers, no heretics? What a mighty power for progress 
gould the Presbyterian church be if, instead of trying 
its greatest men—its Dr. Briggs and its Dr. Brooka 
—instead of trying its brains for heresy, it should 
instead try its ignorant creed for total depravity !. 
What would religion be if every year the church 
would cut off its tail instead of its head; get rid of 
its filth and scum and save only the pure, thoughtful 
parts! The link which now holds it to the supernat- 
ural, to the impossible, would soon be missing, and it 
would take its place among the useful institutions of 
learning, and instead of pulling down and degrading 
itself by denouncing as Infidels aud trying for heresy 
such eminent divines as the Rev. Dr. Briggs, it 
would encourage and build them up; thus helping 
to drag the church from her dungeon of ignorance 
into the dawning light of the twentieth century. 
Despite the church, however, this is an sge of en- 
lightened reason, and her cruelty and boycott, to 
thinking people, is fast losing its terror. Her cry 
of Infidelity is now a brand of superior intelligence, 
which she fears and acknowledges by her ravings.. 
There are a couple of young investigators in a 
certain family I know of. I think I may say three, 
although one of them is a girl; their infidelity to 
their father is of such extent that they are not 
always willing to take his advice and methods with- 
out reasons; and he is glad of it. He is not bigoted 
enough to believe that they are less intelligent than 
himself. He believes they will be more so at his 
age. They liv in an advanced age, and if they seize 
the opportunities offered, they cannot hold themselvs 
down to his limited ability—timited by a less pro- 
gressiv childhood. He is glad that his children are 
not satisfied to put their thumbs in their mouths and 
listen to his ideas and notions without question ; and 
I am glad that he is not a bigoted fool to compel ii 
of them. If he should tell them that the moon was 
made of green cheese, as people used to think long 
ago when the earth was flat and the sun revolved 
around it every day unless otherwise ordered by God 
—I think I will change that and say, by Joshua, so 
that I cannot be accused to-morrow of having used 
profanity without license—I say, they would wonder 
what was the reason he thought so. They would not 
believe it, unless reasonsble—and might conclude that 
he had eaten foo much of that article at the Temper- 
ance Billiard Hall. He could hardly blame them. He 
even encourages them in disagreeing with him some- 
times on points which may be questioned profitably, 
and they often resolve themselvs into & committee 
of investigation, in which, I am glad to say, their 
fsther does not take a very prominent part, except, 
perhaps, in leading them into new fields of thought. 
They are not afraid of ghosts. They are not afraid 
of the dark. They are not afraid of Gods or devils, 
or hell, because they hav never been taught the hell- 
ish doetrin of total depravity. And he is not afraid 
for them to go to Sunday-school either, because, 
should an unreasonable assertion be made, they 
would question it. The work of the Sunday-school 
would stop right there, as far as they were con. 
cerned, until it was explained; or if it was not 
explained, and on scientific principles, their faith 
would be at zero. It would not do to say to 
them that Joshua commanded the sun to stand 
still. They would say, why, it stands still all the 
time. Joshua’s knowledge of astronomy would ba 
called in question, and be cross-questioned. I bs- 
lieve they would be so practical and pointed in their 
inquiry as to be irreverent and almost sacrilegious 
I believe they would question God’s knowledge of 
astronomy, and wonder why he insvired the holy 
writer with such ignorance. So it is ever where 
brains are allowed to develop, they doubt, that is, 
they inquire, want to know why, to find the reason 
of things. Aud I want to say to you, my friends, 
that if there is a God, he must be so different from 
the Hebrew God or any of the ancient Gods as to . 
thoroughly detest a man who will not exercise his rea- | again. n : : 
son enough to at least try and arrive at truth. How] But when my friend wrote to me a second time, 
he must pity a person who is willing to sit down in | denouncing me in terms not complimentary, I felt 
blind, depraved indolence, with an expression of | called on to explain in full, so I said: No, sir, I 
resigned sorrow, and swallow all the contrary mis- | cannot tel you much about my ancestry, but if 
statements, bad astronomy, bad geology, cheap my old grandfather was here he could tell you all 
miracles, and altogether impossible ststements of | about it. He would draw the family genealogy on 
the Bible, as read and commented on by some of | you, and you would do well to get auy dinner £o. 
the narrow-minded aud bigoted ministers of the day. I never take much interest in the matter my. 
gospel,” whose general appearance, narrow, low| self, because I believe if I should go back far 
forehead, backed by large anima] propensities, points, | enough I might find that some of my old grand. 
with unerring finger, to their near relation to the | parents had tails and were covered with hair; per- 
: lower orders of creation. . haps had hair on their testh. For instanoe, I hav 
punished by his fond mother, and he has been told | Hundreds of times I hav seen those whom I knew | from good authority that one of my ancestors had an 
that pussy has claws hidden in the depths of her to be intelligent listening to those whom I knew to | ancestor whose name was MeOlun, and eame from 
soft furry paws. He refuses to accept the latter | be ignorant, and in a blind, dezed way believing the north end of one of the British Isles (which isle 
doctrin by faith alone and pulls the tail for results. | what was impossible to be true. I believe if I were | is indicated by the prefix), where heformerly resided 
He gets the results and is wiser; but it is not hear- God, I would make a hell only for those who will not | with other McOluns ina region of caves. Now, Iam 
say wisdom— it is not second hand intelligence. It] or hav not the manliness to reason—to use and de- | not at all anxious to locate any particular cave where 
is to him now fact, demonstrated beyond the possi. | velop the resources to which they can hav recourse any of my folks hav groveled around or eaten dirt in 
bility of a doubt. The little Infidel is new converted | —to cultivate the brains with which they are endowed | ignorance, although, mind you, I am not ashamed of 
to his mother's belief in pussy's claws; so he will go|by nature. I would creste a plague with which to | them. I know that Iam having all the enjoyment 
through life investigating, and if he can find facts | remove kindly, but firmly, all people who are not out of life that I esn possibly get and learning all 
in his mother's religion sufficient to sustain it he will willing to investigate with their own minds-—to in- | that my limited capacity will admit of; therefore I 
believe; if not, he will respect it simply because she crease, and not bury, “the talents" which they hold | do act sare to wade back into the musty past to 
believed it. What would the world be if there were | in trust. I do not think I would be enough Meth- | suffer over again, in my mind, what my ancestors 
no Infidels, no investigators, no independent think- | odist to burn them forever, but would send them | (peace to their ashes) hav suffered in the flesh that I 


Communications. 


Past or Future? 


"When a boy picka up a piece of hot iron in the 
blacksmith shop, sfter being told that it will burn 
him, he is often considered a fool by older persons; 
bub he is in fact not such a fool as he looks. He is 
an embryo investigator looking for truth; he is sim- 
ply refusing to let somebody else do his thinking. 
He is of a bold, sturdy nature; he will do his own 
investigating and does not propose that others shall 
investigate for him. He proposes to think for him. 
self. The boy who will take older advice and not 
pick up the hot iron is usually the puny-faced, sickly 
little fellow who has not the ambition to find out 
things for himself, and is willing to be told and to 

swallow what he heara as Jonah swallowed the whale, 

and ws some of us swallow the story. Girls are 

more often willing to believe what they are told, and 

are proportionately less apt to be great inventors, 

discoverers, or leaders of reform. They are natural y 

timid, because less rugged and sturdy. Strength of 

body supports strength of mind, and many great 

minds lack the physical strength to develop wneir 
greatness; while sometimes a smaller mind backed 
by a strong constitution to giv it assurance, burns 
out in a clear brightness to its full capacity with a 
powerful energy. All hail to the noble spirit of the 
boy who so early in life refuses to believe until he 
has for himself investigated. He will make the com- 
ing man; upon him depends the progress of a 
world. We should never hav known cf electricity it 
Benjamin Franklin had accapted the belief of his 
father. We should never hav known of the heavenly 
bodies if Galliteo had accepted in blind faith Moges's 
belief that the world was fist and rested on the back 
of a great turtle. And although Galliteo was burnt 
ab the stake by the meek and lowly followers of the 
meek and lowly Jesus, because they thought bim in 
league with the devil, yet the seed he plented grew 
in the brain of Columbus, and finally showed us that 
the world is round aud by natural laws suspended 
and revolving in space. Do you suppose the boy 
Newton would hav picked up a piece of iron if told 
it was hot? Of course he would. He would know 
whether it was hot. He waked up and wondered 
why the apple fell in his face. Other men at that 
time would hav suid in blind faith, “God knows why 
it fell and that is sufficient,” and turning over would 
hav carefully fallen to sleep sgain. But such argu- 
ment was not sufficient for Newton. His noble mind 
wanted a reason if there was one, and he found it. 
The little boy who picks up a piece of hot iron is an 
Infidel—that is to sey, he will not believe without 
reason. Newton was an Infidel, because he believed 
that there was a reason why the apple fell—a reason 
outside of the will of God. Benjamin Franklin was 
an Infidel, because he would not accept the popular 
belief of his day, that thunder and lightning were 
demonstrations of “the wrath of God." Had he 
been killed during his kite flying experiment (by 
what was supposed to be God himself), the telegraph 
and the telephone and electric lighting, progress and 
knowledge, might hav been postponed for centuries. 
The voices whieh spoke to our ancestors in thunder 
tones from the clouds, speak to us in a vastly differ- 
ent language. They cringed in fear before & God of 
wrath. We smile and enjoy the battle which the 
elements wage while nature is enforciog her laws for 
our good. Luther was an Infidel, because he would 
not accept in blind feith the teaching of the original 
Ohristian church, that priests must act between 
Christ and man and be fed by the dear people. And 
now what shall we say of Christ? Did he accept 
in fidelity the religion of the world as he found ii? 
Was his fidelity with the church, or did he commence 
a great reform by banishing the priests and dove. 
sellers from the temple? Why, according to the 
story, we hav him disputing with grown men when 
he was but s child. Suppose his stepfather had 
turned the little Infidel across bis knee and spanked 
all the Infidelity out of him and cowed his spirit 
into everlasting submission, would we atill hav the 
Mosaic rule of God, watching in jealous wrath to 
knock off the head of every little first-born Infidel 
Who pops up to giv the world & new idea? Possibly. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I love the little boy who 
dares to pull the tail of a ont after he has been told 
not to do so. He deliberately takes the risk of two 
impending calamities. He knows that he may be 
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might liv. They were, no doubt, progressiv Infidels, 
else I should be rearing my boys in the same old 
cave. As they were then progressiv, thus making it 
possible for me to liv in a better dwelling, I, in turn, 
who cannot repay them, owe my future progeny all 
the time I can possibly spare (after providing a place 
to liv and something. to eat) in progressing, so as to 
make it possible for them to still better enjoy their 
time in the world than I do. We do not say, in a 
spirit of egotism, that we are better than our Scotch, 
Irish, English, Dutch, or French ancestors, but we 
do say that if we do not try to be better and smarter 
we hav not done our duty in life. 

I am not going to run my pedigree back far 
enough to take any chances of finding Moses, or any 
of those old murderers of innocent babies, at the other 
end of it; neither would it help any of us to know 
to what heartrending and hairbreadth escapes of our 
grandfathers and grandmothers we owe our exist- 
ence. We are here; then why not make the best of 
it, and advance by our own efforts? We hav no time 
to look back, except where it will help us to avoid 
error by using: our reason, because our duty is to 
those who come after us and not to those who hav 
gone before. My mother’s religion is good enough 
for me provided it is true and cannot be improved 
' on. However, if I can improve on it and make it 

better by applying the latest discoveries, by leaving 
out some of the hell, and helping psople to heaven, 
with a more desirable class than bav been formerly 
admitted there, it is my duty to my children (not to 
her) to do so. My father's farming is good enough 
for me, provided some one does not invent machin- 
ery with which I ean do better farming easier. So 
is the McOlun cave a good enough dwelling-place 
for me— provided I cannot better my condition. I 
think, instead of taking up the whole of my time 
looking back over past generations for & history, I 
will-just turn my face in the other direction and fill 
my brains (limited) with rosy pictures of the future, 
and better brains of my boys and girls; and my 


grandboys and grandgirls, and giv them a chance to 


investigate by science and reason, so that they may 
enjoy themselvs without fear or superstition, and call 
me blessed. Happiness is the greatest blessing 
which we can hav, and we are too apt to undervalue 
it. If we make those around us happy we sre the 
center of the happiness we create; on the other 
hand, if we make those around us unhappy, we are 
in the middle of a little “hell on earth” which in- 
creases in warmth as fuel is added. Let us teach 
our children to unravel these social problems and 
cultivate charity instead of selfishness; and let us 
hope they will throw over our lives the mantle of 
charity, and not be too inquisitiv about our personal 
habits. Let them imagin that we were better than 
we are if they want to; it will do them no harm and 
be as well for us perhaps. 
Let the dear little Infidels employ their energy in 
learning something which will be of use to them and 
to those who coms after them ; they cannot change 
-what has gone before, but every thought, every 
breath, influences what is to come after, on and on 
through all future ages. 


There are some sacred things noted in the great 


* Book of Books” which are so confoundedly sacred 
that they should hav been left out; but the inspired 
historian was wise, very wise, to trace the geneslogy 
of Jesus back through the ancestors of poor old 
Joseph, thus drawing the attention away from the 
Ghost and Mary, and we often find ourselvs wickedly 
wondering whether certain people who hav such 
great renown of ancestry would not be more certain 
of their origin were they to trace their mother’s in- 
stead of their father's genealogy. 

Renal prayer is an earnest desire for a reasonable 
object to be attained. Then giv us the home where 
the religion taught is honesty and charity, and the 
prayer offered is that earnest desire for good and 
happiness which inspires personal action instead of 
blind, faithful stupidity. 


My friends, in that spirit of progress, let us pray. 


. HEALD. 
— . —－4jüä — 


An Opportunist. 


The Opportunist indorses the good in every reform, 
and of two evils he chooses the lesser. He labors to 
promote the interests of every system that is better 
than the present one, and casts his greatest influence 
where it will be the most effectiv, where it will do the 
most good; namely, with the reform that the op- 
portunities of the times render the most likely to 
succeed. He welcomes whatever reform comes first, 
and works for future good in the same way by co- 
operating with all of those who advocate causes that 
would improve humanity; directing his greatest 
efforts in lines most in harmony with the progressiv 
opportunities of the times. I am an Opportunist ; 
the laboring masses are not Opportunists, and this 
is just what is the matier with them. Their charas- 
ters, like those of their ancestors, are the result of 
the environments of themselvs snd their ancestors 
ad infinitum ; and oppression for ages has denied 
these so many advantages which improve humanity 


that it is not strange at the present time that they 


à 


continued for many generations, the young of these 
species would still be born with prime snouts or claws 
and a disposition to use them. The workingmen 
must learn the very first lesson in coöperation is to 
coeperate with each other. Unless they do this 
they cannot achieve more than local success, 
until some one of the several reforms now advocated 
has become strong enough, first, to vanquish its 
rivals, and secondly, to vanquish its rivals and the 
common enemy combined. I claim that, assuming 
any of these systems is perfect, it can be established 
more quickly by the Opportunist’s method I hav 


this method produces benefits that may be enjoyed 
until a better system is established. Every system 
of economics yet devised is objectionable in some 
respects, and I should be wiser than those that hav 
preceded-me could I suggest a perfect one; but each 
of these is more perfect than the present one; so I 
work for all of them, and although I hav a leaning 
toward Socialism, and am to this extent opposed to 
Anarchy, which is just the opposit, I will work for 
the latter in preference to Socialism when it stands & 
better chance of succeeding ; and go ssy I of Oom- 
munism, equal rights, and Prohibition, and even 
Democracy, when I can “pair off” witha Republican 
and both vote for the cause that we mutually favor. 
The new election law spoils this plan for me, but is 
not in force everywhere, and when one can see how 
his comrade votes this rule is a good one. 


let us review the situation and start. 


of workers—beggars and thieves, and this. distinction 
is maintained by the law in every sense except the 
right one. It does not always cali things by their 
right names. : 


often mistake insolence for ability, epithets for theo- 
rems, and abuse for logicsl argument; that each re- 
form tries to raise itself by the competitiv plan of pull- 


ing down the others, and they waste upon each other 


the ammunition they should reserve for their common 


enemy. We may ring" the hogs that need not 


root for a living, and cut the claws of those tigers 
whose wants are provided for, but were this practice 


described, than by any other one, and each step in 


I favor anything that is better than the present; 


Oarlyle divides society abstractly into three classes 


All persons must consume and use the necessaries 


of life, and he who is able to create the value he 
consumes and does not do so, imposes a burden on 
some one that ought not to bear it. Value can only 
be created by labor; it should enrich its creator, and 
the unconsumed productions of each generation 
revert to the succeeding one, which enjoys thereby a 
higher environment than it could create. It is obvi- 
ous that the happiness of one individual is as much 
a consideration as that of another, but the law wills 
this otherwise. It decrees that it is a crime to be 
without the means of subsistence or to beg or steal 
it, or to violate the restrictions it imposes on labor, 
which make it impossible for many to obtain employ- 
ment. Men do not prefer to starve, nor will they 
suffer privation and premature decay if they can 
help themselvs.. Each should be allowed: first, to 
labor, and secondly, to retain the value created by 
his own industry. Many starve because they are not 


allowed to labor, and a proper verdict of death ia 
many cases would be, “Killed by the law for being 
poor.” What can the poor man do anyway? He 
cannot use the land, for this is owned ; he cannot 
utilize its productions, for he has not money to buy 
them; he cannot liv on air and water, for this is s 
physiological impossibility. He may make the best 
terms he can with some one who has land, money, or 
cradit, and failing in this, he may starve. He must 


not commit suicide, for the death of the unemployed 
would raise the price of labor. The law is made in 


the interest of the monopolist, and the incidental 


benefits it confers on the poor are the crumbs that 


fall from the rich man’s table. The importation of 
emigrants is restricted, because there are already 
enough unemployed men in this country to keep 
wages at the lowest living price, and more would be 
an unnecessary burden on the taxpayers. Ditto of 
the laws against contracting for foreign laborers. 
The more money a government receives the less it 
needs, and the rich violator of the law to whom a 
fine may be of no consideration can pay it, and prac- 
tically receive & rebate on his taxes, but the erring 
poor who own no property and work out their tax 
are incarcerated for a season, that they may reflect 
on the impropriety of their ways, and recall the 
adage that In America it is no disgrace to be poor, 
but it ig d— d inconvenient.” The protectiv laws 
belong to tbe same category. 


They protect the employer at the expense of his |: 


workmen, for whom they raise the price of the neces- 
saries of life. Even the advanisges of the law sre 
not free to the poor, except in special cases, and then 
the party that has the most money usually fares 
best. Compare the evidence agsinst Edward Stokes 
and the so-called evidence in the more recent orse of 


Ben Ali and draw your own conclusions. Women 


necesserily compete with men for labor and children 
compete with both. Women and children can obtain 
employment when men cannot. Boys take men’s 
places at boys’ prices to be succeeded by men at 
boys’ wages. Some starve because they cannot find 


work; others work in penal institutions at their own 
request and are robbed by the government. There 
is something wrong when men go hungry and farm- 
ing does not pay, and when the laborer is-poorly 
clad because he cannot afford to pay the tariff price, 
or its equivalent, on better goods. This is the situa- 
tion. What are you going to do about it? We 
think that the Anarchists, Socialiste, Nationalists, 
Oommunists, and Prohibitionists, the Single Tax 


party, and the Farmers’ Alliance might unite their 
strength and discard their differences on the follow- 
ing platform: 


1. That natural opportunities should be free to all; 


the land be purehased by the government by a spe- 
cial tax levied on actual values, and made free to all 
who will utilize it. Í 


2. That each individual shall decide.for himself 


those acts that primarily affect himself and second- . 
arily effect society, and that the latter shall decide 
by msjority rule those questions that primarily affect 
its interests and secondarily those of the individual. 


A line can be drawn more easily at this point than 


elsewhere. i JuLIAN MAROELLAS, 


New York, N. Y. l 
Mr. Swartz Says He Injured No One. . 
With the Editor of Tax Trursa Szrxxzs, I had 


thought that my former communication would be 
the end of this controversy; but as he has seen fit 
to again refer to it, it is certainly not improper for 
me to sgain defend myself. 


As in his former criticism, Mr. Macdonald uses a 


communication from a person whose name is not 
given, which is prima facie evidence of cowardice 
on the part of the writer of said letters. That part 
of the epistle of “Senator, Rockport, Mo.,” relating 


to the fact of the passage by the Missouri legisla- 
ture of a bill directed largely against the Kansas 
City Sunday Sun, is true. But that the Sun waited 
till the adjournment of the legislature before it pub- 
lished articles exposing alleged immoral acts of mem- 
bers of that body, is false. But, grantirg that it 
did, sre the publishers of the paper any the less 
amenable to the law because the legislature has 
adjourned? Is the law void because, forsooth, the 
body that enacted it is no longer in session? A 
beautiful hypothesis! The charge that the Sun is 
* wholly irresponsible” is also untrue, as bas been 
proven by actions brought in the courts; yet in 
Missouri the law is practically a dead letter, and is 
not “being enforeed against it all over the state.“ 
The statement that “whoever sells it does so under 
cover of secresy” is a detestable and malicious false- 
hood, as it is sold openly and cried publicly on the 
streets, both in Kansas and Missouri, and wherever 
else it is in demand. As to the class of people who 
read it, I know (while I cannot say that I especially 
admire their taste) that it is read by some of the 
best people in this city. I would admonish the Editor 
of Tue Truru SEEKER to ascertain the source of his 
information and the veracity and probity of his 
informants before he bases his arguments upon 
their unsupported assertions. 

I still assert that none of the three issues of the 
Sun that I circulated contained a libel, and that I 
hav wronged no one. And how, may I ask, oan I 
‘commit & crime or nuisance sgainst the publie with- 
out injuring an individus]? Of what is this immacu- 
late “public” composed? Are not individuels its 
component perts? Of course. How can I injure a 
bundle of sticks without injuring a stick? 

I am sure Mr. Macdonald is well enough acquainted 
with legal enactments to know that a law intending 
“to protect the libeled from the libeler" would hav 
to be worded differently from one intended to sup- 
press publications of a merely sensational“ char- 
acter. 

The Editor of Taz Truru Sexxer says: “We 

learn that tbe paper only prints names in full when 
it attacks the weak and defenseless.” Are Speaker 
Eider of the late Kansas house of represent ativs, the 
metropolitan police commissioners and msny mem- 
bers of the police force of this city, * weak and 
defenseless?” The names in full of these persone, 
together with incontrovertible evidence of their 
wrong-doing, hav been published in the Sun. And 
if Mr. Macdonald has “learned” what he says he 
has, he certainly cannot giv credence to “Senator's” 
statement that the Sun published articles against 
the members of the Missouri legislature, “ giving 
their names, for legislators are not generally con- 
sidered “ wenk and defenseless.” 
I shall not ask space here to show that there is no 
necessity for the state to “protest people" from 
newspapers or any thing or person else; but I do 
maintain that ia my ose, as in the oases of. Bennett, 
Heywood and Harman, the question of personal 
injury does nof enter, and that this prosecution is a 
direct and forcible blow at the freedom of the press, 
for I hav invaded the liberty of no one. 

Topeka, Kan. C. L. Swarrz. 

— . 9———— 
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Local Secular Unions. 


A local Secular Union has been formed at Guthrie, |. 


Oklahoma Territory, and questions of administration 


and teaching hav been brought up which the mem- 


bers are unable to decide and which hav been re- 
ferred to us for an opinion. They might, perhaps, 
with more propriety hav been referred to the Ameri- 
can Beculsr Union headquarters, but as some of them 
are questions of general interest, and as it may be 
desirable that they be discussed at the congress of the 
Secular Union this fall we deem it well to giv them 
more publicify then even the question desired. We 
are asked : 

“Is there such a thing as a Secular Sunday-school for 
children?“ 

We regret to say that there is none at present. 
There are some schools conducted by ethical socie- 
ties, and some German societies hav schools approxi- 

. mating to what our correspondent evidently has in 
mind; but there are no real Secular Sunday- schools 
in which is taught the Seoular philosophy. This is 
a lamentable state of sffirs and ought to be reme- 
died. The American Secular Union is of oourse pri- 
marily a political organ‘zation, as its objects must all 
be accomplished by voting and through political 
bodies. Nevertheless, it might well take up this 
branch of work, as the coming voters must be edu- 
cated so that they will vote right. 
train their children, thereby maintaining their polit- 
joal ascendency, and Liberals should do the same. 
And it is only fair to add that the present secretary 
of the American Secular Union lays much emphasis 
upon this matter, as may be seen in her paper 
printed in these columns a few weeks since. 

“ Do Secular Unionists antagonize the Bible, and is it not 
proper for individual members to discuss its divine origin in 
debate ?” 

To the first of these questions we can answer both 
ways—they do aud they do not. So long as Chris 
tians do not seek to thrust the Bible upon the people 
by law, Secular philosophy would demand that it be 
not specially antagonized, that iz, more than any 
other work of superstition—like the Koran, the Mor- 
mon Bible, eto. The basic principle of Secularism as 
a philosophy is that the present life being the only 
one of which we hav any knowledge, its concerns 
claim our earnest attention. This does not necessa- 
rily antagonize any spiritual, or other - world, teaching, 
bat simply ignores it. However, as a matter of fact, 
Secular Unionists do antagonize the Bible, and for 
these reasons: The Secular Union was organized for 
political purposes, such as to get the Bible out of 
the schools, the oath out of our courts, the chaplains 
out of the army and navy, out of Congress and ovr 
state legislatures and institutions, “Sabbath” and 
religious days off the statute books, and “ religious ” 
morality—that is, artificial morality, founded upon 
the say-so of some alleged divine book or person— 
out of our laws. As all these iniquities are based 
upon the Bible, that is, ihe Bible is the authority of 
those who hav perpetrated them upon us, Secular 
Unionists must antagonize the authority as well as 


The churches. 


the persons who uphold it. For instance, Secular 
Unionists desire to abolish Bible reading in the 
schools. Oertainly they must giv their reasons for 
desiring to do this. Now some of these reasons are, 
as stated by the distinguished president of the Amer- 
ican Secular Union in his speech at the last con- 
gress of the Union, as follows : 

Because there is no agreement as to what consti- 
tutes the Bible. 

Because there is no common agreement as to what 
parts are historical and what parts sre allegorical. 

Because there is no common agreement as to what 
dootrins are taught in the Bible. 

Because it contains so much that is cruel and 
obscene. 

Because the moral is so mixed up with the im- 
moral that there is great danger of contamination by 
contact. 

Because of its defectiv morality. 

Because it can be so manipulated by teachers as to 
favor their own peculiar views in religion. 

Because such reading wou'd not secure the object 
contemplated. 

Because the Secular principle of the United: States 


| Constitution, and of the constitutions of the several 


states, render it unlawful. 

This is certainly antagonizing the Bible, and doing 
it vigorously and well, and the first part of the 
second question must therefore be answered in the 
affirmativ. . . 

And to the second part of the same query, “Is it 
proper for individual members to discuss the 
[alleged] divine origin of the Bible?” the answer is 
the same. The Bible, as we said, is the authority of 
those Christians who impose upon us through 
statutes. It is their authority because, as they 
allege, it is divine. Therefore, its alleged divinity is 
as proper a subject of discussion as its obscenity, 


doctrins. It is particularly the work of Secular 
Uaionists to show that it is not divine, and there- 
fore is of no authority—reasoning from the Obristian 
standpoint. From the standpoint of the Secular 


know nothing, and so the Bible can be of no author- 
ity for this world because of this quality imputed to it. 

“ Is not debate the principal source from which flows the 
truth ?" 

Again we answer Yes. It is debate, or rather 
discussion, which has clarified the world’s ideas, and 
settled most of the problema presented. By the 
presentation of all sides of a subject, truth is finally 
arrived at. But debaters should bear one thing in 
mind, and that is that facts are essential things. 
Disorderly talk does not help the truth. Debaters 
should Isy in an ample supply of facts before pro- 
mulgating their theories. This is where the Chris- 
tians are particularly weak. They havn't a solid fact 
in their whole system. They do not even know— 
they cannot show except by the Bible, and no one 
oan prove the Bible itself—that Jesus Christ ever 
existed. There may be probabilities, but there is no 
knowledge on the subject. And if some fanatical 
religious teacher did liv no one can show that he 
was of divine origin, for no one knows anything of 
divinity itself. Secularists, therefore, possess an 
immense advantage over their Obristian opponents, 
because their philosophy demands that they deal 
with facts—the real things of life. 

Is it necessary to apply for a charter when we are only 
a temporary organization? Can a charter be granted before 
we become a permanent Union? and of what benefit is a 
charter ?” 

These are questions of detail and unimportant. A 
Liberal society can obtain a charter at any time, it 
being only necessary that the soeiety is in sympathy 
with the objects of the Union, as set forth in the 
Nise Damands, which are as follows: 

1. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical prop- 
erty shall be no longer exempt from just taxation. 

* 9. We demand that the employment of chaplains in Con- 
gress, in state legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in 
prisons, asylums, and all other institutions supported by 
public money, shall be discontinued. 

* 8. We demand that all public appropriations for educ& 
tional and charitable institutions of a sectarian character 
shall cease. 

4. We demand that all religious services now sustained by 
the government shall te abolished; and especially that the 
use of the Bible in the public schools, whether ostensibly as & 
text-book or avowedly as a book of religious worship, shall 
be prohibited. 

* 5, We demand that the appointment, by the president of 


oruelty, defeetiv morality, unhistorioal character, or 


philosophy *divinity" is something of which we 


the United States or by the governors of the various states, 
of all religious festivals and fasts shall wholly cease. 


“6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and in 


all other departments of the government shall be abolished, 
and that simple affirmation under the pains and penalties of 
perjury shall be established in its stead. 


* 7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing 


the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be repealed. 


* 8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of 
‘Christian’ morality shall be abrogated, and that all laws 


shall be conformed to the requirements of natural morality, 
equal rights, ahd impartial liberty. 


* 9. We demand that not only in the Constitutions of the 
United States and of the several states, but also in the prac- 
tical administration of the same, no privilege or advantage 
shall be conceded to Christianity or any other special religion; 
‘hat our entire political system shall be founded and ad nir- 
istered on a purely secular basis; and that whatever cha iges 
shal) prove necessary to this end shall be consistently, un- 
fliachingly and promptly made.” 

The benefits of a charter are that it brings the 
society into correspondence with the national organ. 
ization, enables it to send delegates to the annual 
congresses and hav a voice in shaping its policy. 
The constitution of the American Secular Union 
provides on this subject: 

„The board of directors shall hav authority, as often as 
they receive a written application signed by twenty or more 
persons and accompanied by ten dollars (or ten or more per- 
sons accompanied by five dollars), to issue a charter for the 
formation of a local auxiliary Secular Union. Charters so 
issued shall contain constitutions substantially similar to this 
constitution but adapted to local wants. Local auxiliary 
Unions organized under charters issued by the board of 
directors shall be absolutely independent in the adminiatra- 
tion of their own local affairs. The effect of their charters 
shall be simply to unite them in cordial fellowship and effi- 
cient ccóperation of the freest kind with tbe national Sec- 
ular Union and with other local Unions. Every local 
auxiliary Secular Union organized in accordance with the 
provisions of this constitution shall be entitled to send its 
president and secretary and three other members as delegates 
to the annual congress, who shall hav the right to speak and 
vote.” 

The foregoing answers two queries in the fourth 
questions. The last, Of what benefit is a charter?” 
will be answered by various societies differently. If 
the society is merely a local debating society, or 
ethioal school, with no intentions of helping in the 
work of the national organization, and with no 
desire to become affiliated and in correspondence 
with it or other local Unions, then a charter is of no 
special benefit. But local Unions, which place the 
work of the national Union before their own debates, 
can derive important advantages from close afülia- 
tion with the national Union, and oan also help it 
substantially. As to the work of the Union, we be- 
lieve its methods ought to be changed. What we 
said upon the subject last winter and which mat 
with emphatic approval from all over the country— 
we still hold to be good policy for the national 
Union, and as the time for the next Congress is 
rapidly approaching, it may be well, while upon the 
subject, to reprint it for the consideration of the 
delegates and members aud supporters of the Union. 
We there said: “The work of the Union, it seems 
£o us, should be not so much in organizing societies 
as in maintaining a headquarters from which to 
watch the progress of events, to prevent religious 
legislation, and to seoularize existing laws.  Auxil- 
iary societies do not support the Union; indeed, 
they rarely put themselvs forward aa organized op- 
position to unfavorable legislation. Local business 
influences prevent. Individuals support the Union, 
and individuals hav done all that has been done to 
enforce the Nine Damands. The Union president 
and secretary should watch Congress and go before 
its committees when occasion requires. They should 
keep their eyes upon state legislatures and prevent 
the enactment of religious laws ; at least make a pro- 
test, if they oan do no more, They should be pre- 
pared when men are prosecuted for breaking Sunday 
laws or for committing “ blasphemy,” to defend them, 
concentrating the whole influence of the Liberals of 
the country upon one point if necessary. They 
should, when the way is opened, go into new places 
and set forth the objects of the Secular Unior. 
They should prepare oomprehensiv pamphlets and 
brief tracts upon each one of the Nine Demands, and 
see that this literature is distributed where it will do 
good. The support of the Union always has come 
from the Infidels of the country, and it must of 
necessity, financial if no other, be what the world will 
onll an Infidel organization. And so be it. Instead 
of detesting the word Infidel the Union should be 
proud of if, snd call the attention of Christians to the 


fact that Infidels are the only ones who will work for 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 22, 1891. 


537 


l : — ——————————— ÁÓ 


awaited the senior Hye man’s return from breakfast last 
Saturday morning. The distinguishing features of the com- 
bination were those of Frank Mussetter, editor and reputed 
owner of our at times luminous contemporary. Mussetter 
was evidently ‘riled.’ He reads the Hye and thus keeps 
thoroughly posted on local and domestic affairs, although 
the scarcity of news and original editorials in his own paper 
might lead his subscriber to doubt it. Ae we said before, 
Mussetter was riled. It might hav been the Hye ‘scoop’ 
in exposing the priest and the Sun’s supposed connection 
with the affair, but he didn’t say so directly. Placing bis 


justice and to maintain American principles. Let the 
Union say to the churches, “ You hav made our work; 
you seek to perpetuate and add to your infamous 
tyranny, and if we are Infidels because we oppose 
you, then Infidels we are and will be.” 

Is it proper to sing hymns in the Union or to form Bible 

classes? 
Why not? Music is a great civilizer. It ought 
' to be given much and often. The churches used to 
frown upon it, but finally adopted it, adapting their 
hymns to the best tunes. Old Hundred” was 
originally a German drinking-song ; and it is as good 
now as then. There is nothing sacred in a musical 
note. But of course a Secular Union should not use 
church hymns. We hav several Liberal hymn-books 
—tbe Truth Seeker Collection, Mrs. Burnz’s 
` Hymn Book, and, best of all, the Cosmian 
Hymn Book, edited by L. K. Washburn. The 
Truth Seeker Collection also has recitations for 
the use of Liberal young people. The Cosmian 
Hymn Book songs are set to music, the others 
adapted to popular and well-known tunes. 

And we should like to see a Bible class in every 
loea] Secular Union. The study of the Bible 
destroys its hold upon the people. For such classes 
we recommend Keeler’s Short History of the Bible, 
The Bible for Learners, Bible Myths and their 
Parallels in Other Religions, Self. Oentradiotions of 
ihe Bible, and the Bible itself. Another class in 
historical Christianity, using the English Freethinker’s 
Text-Book, Taylor's Diegesis, Supernatural Religion, 
Greg's Oreed of Ohristendom, Gibbon's History of 
Obristianity, Buckle’s History of Civilization, Lecky's 
Rationalism in Europe, and a few others, would com- 
plete the education of the members of the Union in 
that direction .and leave them in no doubt as to how 
to regard the claims of the church. ^n 

“ Ig there any regalia worn by any officers of the Union 75 

We are glad to be able to answer this in the 
negativ. Wearing regalia is childish. But if Free- 
thinkers desire to be able to recognize each other by 
some outward symbol, Otto Wettstein has a badge- 
pin of considerable beauty, and Miss Lucy Churchill 
another, though we do not know where this last can 
now be obtained, as the patentee is dead. Free- 
thinkers in European countries hav generally adopted 
the Pansy—from the French word pensée, meaning 
thoughi—but in this country this emblem would be 
practically useless, as it is worn by a great many as 
a mere adornament. If Mr. Wettstein would reduce 
the size of his badge-pin about two-thirds it would 
overcome the objections of many who now refuse to 
wear any distinguishing marks. But we hope no 
Secular Unionist will ever put on regalia. It is a 
relic of barbarism which ought to go as civilization 
advances. 


fierce, double-leaded voice, fortified with beer, if the Eye 
man had a gun. Being informed that the chief engineer 
of this great journalietic molder of. public opinion (for our 
subscription rates see card at head of editorial column) was 
not in the habit of having such dangerous things in his 
possession when inside the city limits (vide Ordinance 
No. 4), Mussetter cautioned us to procure a weapon. He 


h —— s with that object in view, 
He was informed that he would 


gun from Charlie C 
and he proposed to use it. 


himself. The Hye man explained that he was not a shootist, 


he and his paper had been greatly hurt (we don’t doubt it) by 
the Hye’s articles, the truthfulness of which he did not deny; 


he met us, and that we had better be prepared to meet our 
God, or words to that effect.” 


proposed this way out of the difficulty. 
boom for the electric motor line.) 


line. 


or spiritual advisers especially excluded. 


period of three months immediately following.” 
———— 9 +o 


Priests and Journalism in Snohomish, Wash. 


A. leering, greasy-faced, and repulsiv priest named 
F. X. Guay, at Snohomish, Washington, was recently 
accused of the most bestial conduct of which it is 
possible to conceive, and a mob of about sixty went 
down to his house the other night, roused him out, 
and covered him with a coat of tar and feathers. 
He would bav been thrown into the river the next 
night if he had not used the daylight between to 
leave town. It was not the first time the priest had 
been adjudged guilty, as he was removed from a 
parish in North Dakota for gross immorality, and the 
verdict on his last punishment is that it served him 
right. 

The iccident is made more interesting to readers 
of this journal bacauaze George E. Macdonald, when 
he retired from Freethought, made his way to Sno- 
homish and entered into publishing relations with 
O. H. Packard of the Zye. Naturally the Hye came 
down upon the priest, while its loathsome contem- 
porary, to curry favor with the Catholicos, suppressed 
the story about the tar and feathers. Naturally, 
again, the Hye said something about the aforesaid 
contemporary. And here’s where the interest comes 
in. The editor of the loathsome contemporsry 
proposes to shoot the senior editor of the Hye, Mr. 
Packard, on sight, and we tremble lest he carry his 
wrath to the junior editor, for we find in the Hye an 
account of the loathsome contemporary’s visit to the 
Hye sanctum, which we will wager something came 
from the pen of the Man with the Badge Pin. This 
is how it happened: 

„A fierce looking individual, loaded with several inches 
of adulterated hydrant water and a big revolver, which he 
said he had borrowed especially for the present crisis, 


limb. 
: —— — — 


The King Case to Be Appealed. 


Seventh Day Adventists are going to appeal from 


Court of the United States in the King case. 


find out whether or not they are in error. 


across to bear. The Review and Herald sees the 
situation and the danger, for it says: 
* We hav always looked upon our National Oon- 


invasion of our religious rights. 


their varying and contradictory beliefs, stood on an 
equality, and were alike protected from the persecu- 
tions prompted by the bigotry or intolerance of any 
one. But it seems from the interpretations of the 
Constitution given by Judge Hammond in this case, 
that there is nothing whatever in thst instrument to 
secure our rights to peaceably labor on Sunday, even 
after we hav strictly observed the seventh day of the 
wesk. We cannot believe that the aims of our Oon- 
stitution may be thus set aside, and hence desire to 


good right hand on his pistol pocket, he inquired, in a. 


said he had come to shoot us; that he had borrowed a, 
probably never find a better time and opportunity than now 
presented themselvs; also that he was making a damfool of 


but would try to accommodate him with all the satisfaction he 
might desire in any other way. Mussetter averred that both 


and that he could be satisfied with nothing short of shooting 
us. However, he graciously concluded to postpone the kill- 
ing, and gracefully withdrew, remarking, jn a four-to-pica 
tone of voice, that he would surely open fire the next time 


This is pretty bad for so warlike an individual as 
the editor of the loathsome contemporary, and we 
expect to hear next that he is after the junior editor, 
but as that individual never saw a pistol and as it is 
contrary to the Western code of civilization to pull 
on a man who is not heeled he may escape. Pending 
forther warlike demonstrations on the part of the 
loathsome contemporary the editor of the Hye has 
(Notice the 


„We propose, then, to giv him satisfaction in just as big 
wads as he desires. According to the code, being the chal. 
lenged party, we bav the choice of time, place, weapons, 
and rules to govern the meeting. As to time, we prefer the 
witching hour of midnight, when the moon and the boys are 
usually full; when all nature and policemen are supposed to 
sleep, and there is no danger of being run into the city’s re- 
frigerator for disturbing the peace. Place: Banka of the 
classic Stillaguamish, near the terminus of the electric motor 
Weapons: Either 45-caliber fishballs or two.column 
double-leaded tariff editorials at one thousand paces. 
Rules: Firing not to cease until one or both combatants are 
killed or mortally wounded. Noone to be present except 
principals and seconds—physicians, priests, or other medical 
If either shoots 
his mouth off before the proper signal is given, it shall be 
the privilege of the other, before the fight proceeds, to draw 
on him for drinks for irrigating readers of both papers for a 


Oonducting a Freethought journal in San Fran- 
cisco may be wearing on body and mind, but editing 
an every-other-daily paper up in the wild and woolly’ 
Northwest seems to be fully as dangerous to life and 


We are glad to learn from their organ that the 


the decision of Judge Hammond to the Supreme 
They 
believe that it was the intention of those who framed 
the Constitution of the United States, and its several 
amendments, to entirely separate the state from the 
church, and to guarantee to all our citizens the full- 
est religious as well as civil freedom, and propose to 


If Judge Hammond’s decision shall stand, the 
Saturday keepers, whether Jew or gentile, will hav 


stitution as an insurmountable barrier against any 
It has been the 
continued boast of our nation that sll religions with | 


hav the matter tested in the court of last resort. 

“When a state has a clause in its Sunday law, as 
is the case in Illinois, exempting those who observe 
another day, and then in the face of that a court can 
be found that thinks it can find reason for fining a 
man contrary to that law, it plainly points to the 
rising sentiment favoring an arbitrary establishing 
and enforcing of Sunday laws. 

“The important duty of the hour is to get the 
principles of present truth brought clearly before 
the people. As these questions are being agitated, 
we want to hav our work so fully before the public 
that correct positions may be taken by those who care 
to investigate. This case of Brother King is attract- 
ing the attention of the nation. Newspapers are 
discussing it, and the public generally are giving it 
serious thought. It has already been decided to 
carry the case up to the United Siates Supreme 
Court. We do this to make the last and only pos- 
sible effort to secure justice. But at the same time 
it will afford a great opportunity to spread the prin- 
ciples underlying our work, while the public mind is 
fixed on this case." 

The reference to the Sunday laws of Illinois is to 
as flagrant a case of petty injustice as ever one 
Christian perpetrated upon another. A Seventh 
Day Adventist, one David Longnecker, was arrested 
on a charge stated as follows: 

** Jacob Tidmore complains that David Longnecker, of the 
county of Macon and State of Illinois, on the first day of 
the week commonly called Sunday, to wit, on the 19th day 
of July, a.p. 1891, was guilty of making a great noise, 
screaming, and talking with a loud voice, whereby the peace 
of the affiant and his family was then and there disturbed.” 

The arrest was based on Sec. 262 of the statutes 
of Illinois, which provides for a fine of not more 
than twenty-five dollars for disturbing the peace of 
any private family, “by any noise, rout, or amuse- 
ment, on the first day of the week, called Sunday.” 
The complainant failed to prove the charge, he him- 
self admitting that Mr. Longnecker was heard to 
speak to his horses, to start sud stop them, and not 
louder than was necessary, nor louder than he would 
on any other day. 

Illinois has another Sunday law (Sec. 261) which 
forbids common labor on Sunday, but exempts 
“ whomsoever thinks proper to keep any other day 
as a Sabbath.” Failing to convict under Sec. 262, 
Mr. Longnecker was found “ guilty in that he had 
labored on the Sabbath," sod ordered to pay a fine 
and costs amounting to $17.80. The decision was 
based on Seo. 261, not referred to in the indictment, 
and which contains an exemption clause as quoted. 

Mr. Tidmore had a visitor at the time he was dis- 
turbed, who was also disturbed by Mr. Longnecker's 
working, and as Mr. Longnecker came past, called to 
him with s blasphemous oath, and asked if he was a 
heathen. One of the witnesses for the plaintiff 
declared that he should not be disturbed by swear- 
ing, for he swore himself, but he would be disturbed 
by anyone doing nesr his house as Mr. Longnecker 
had done near Mr. Tidmore's house. Mr. Long- 
necker has appenled his case, and will resist his 
Christian persecutors as long as the courts will 
allow. 

The Adventists sre particularly anxious about 
these Sunday Jaws, and they are the very best fight- 
ers sgainst them, for they sffect the bread and butter 
and dollsr and cents question. Aud the Liberals of 
the country can but wish them success. 

— — . — — 
Editorial Notes. 


Ar the last meeting of the Executiv of tke National 
Secular Society of England Mr. Samson proposed that the 
Freethought organizations in the English colonies and the 
United States of America be approached with a view to ex. 
change reports of progress made and work done in the 
movement. Mr. Hartmann seconded the proposal, and it 
was adopted. Mr. Samson proposed and Mr. Brumage 
seconded, ‘‘ That Colonel Ingersoll be invited on a lecturing 
tour to England," which motion was also carried. 


Is the Youth's Evangelist, in Talks About the Com- 
mandments,” is this bare.faced falsehood: “Q. Which day 
of the seven hath God appointed to be the weekly Sabbath ? 
A. From the beginning of the world to the resurrection of 
Christ, God appointed the seventh day of the week to be the 
weekly Sabbath ; and the first day of the week, ever since, 
to continue to the end of the world, which is the Christian 
Sabbath.” This is the way children are deceived by their 
religious teachers—deliberately lied to. There i8 not a 
theologian in the world who can show, even if there was a 
God and the Bible is his word, that the rest-day was ever 
changed by *' divine" authority to the first day of the week. 
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Leiters from Friends. 


This Will Free Some One’s Mind. 
OsTERYILLE, Mass., July 19, 1891. 
MR. Eprrok: Please continue my subscription and send 
a copy of Bible Pictures when ready. The balance, $2, is 
to help in the expense of publishing the paper, to which I 
hav been a subscriber for ten years or more, and which I 
think a great deal of. C. W. CROSBY. 


The Best Scripture Commentaries. 
CONNERSVILLE, Inp., Aug. 6, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find $2 50, for which please send 
me the Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book.” Mr. Heston’s 
pictures are the best commentators on the scriptures that I 
hav ever met with. 1 hope that he will preserve in book 
form all his worka. Yours truly, 8. N. HAMILTON. 


Thanks, Mr. Beach, for Ourselvs and for Mankind. 
Tampa, Fia., June 30, 1891. 

MR. Epmozg: Inclosed find $5. Send Tae FRUTH 

SEEKER one year. The balance use for the good of the 

business or for the pictures. Ido not see how Tug TRUTR 

SEEKER could be any better. It suits me. I hope every 

subscriber will do as much as this. I wish I was able to do 
ten times as much. H. W. Beaox. 


Values the Work of Reference. 

MONTREAL, Can., July 27, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrok: I am now fifty years of age, and hav read 
a great many papers, but Tue TRuTH SEREER, to my 
mind, is the best, and the pictures are wonderful Of 
course, I am a member of the Freethought Club and hav all 
the reading I want, but your paper I will take as long as I 
am able, as a book for reference. With kind wishes for your 

continued prosperity ,°I remain, i W. DEUVOHARB. 


A True Friend to Freethought. 

RorAL CENTER, Inp., July 21, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: I went to work to get three subscribers to 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER. I am nearing the seventies, and must 
work while I can. I Want TRR I RUTH SEEKER to last always, 
aud I would say a little politics is all right. Aud I rather 
like the Spiritualists; they take fellow as he is and try to 
improve on him. If a person has brains and wants a hearing, 
all right; if nothing but a head, let him go. Miss Craddock’s 

Peter's pence I will raise to $1. You can see she gets it. 
Yours, Gro. HENDEE. 


The Sinews of War. 

Roanoxg, Va., Aug. 4, 1891. 
Mr. Enrror: I redeem the first part of my pledge by 
inclosing you $10. Of course it is very little toward the 
good cause; but if all Freethinkers will contribute a little, 
it will giv you courage and strength to battle for the right, 
truth, and liberty; to preserve that sacred heritage be- 
queathed to us by those noble martyrs to Freethought, that 
has cost 80 much of blood, sacrifice, and anguish, and which 
seems to be appreciated and prized by sofew. Wishing you 

every success, I remain, Tours truly, Josian FRIEND. 


An Appeal for Truth on Labor. 

STREATOR, July 18. 1891. 
Ma. EpiTOR: I inclose my widow's mite for my subscrip- 
tion to Taz Teora Seeger. I am sixty-five years of age 
and digging coal as hard as ever I did in my life, and I think 
a labor question through your valuable paper would be a 
blessing to the mining community at large, for they are the 
white slaves of America. Long liv Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and 
continue the pictures, and as long as I liv and can work I 
will take it. I remain, 


Yours for liberty, ANDREW BWAIN. 


Superstition Is the Direst Monster. 
Sarem, O, July 19, 1891. 

Mr. Eprron: II fidels’ roads are not the most pleasant 
among those who love ther enemies. Do not stop TRE 
Terura Seeker. It suits me as it is being run. I wou'd say 
that an occasional discussion of a few other prominent topics, 
such as labor, Farmers’ Alliance, and hygiene, would cer- 
tainly please me, and, I thiuk, be of more or less benefit to 
the majority of your readers. But let the greatest efforts be 
directed against Superstition, for that, in my opinion, is the 
monster that is threatening our liberties. 


As ever, for liberty, J. W. SLAYTON. 


A Parson Cornered. 
POTTER, ARK., August 3, 1891. 

‘Mr. Eorrox: I hav been waiting on some who promised 
to subscribe for Tae Truru Ssexer. I want John Peck 
and others to know that they are not alone in the battle 
for Freethought. I hav been putting in some effectual 
blows. A minister hunted me up the other day to convert 
me; a crowd assembled to see the fun. The first question 
I asked bim was, how Cain used the word nations when he 
said, The nations of the earth will seek me to slay me.” 
The Bible teaches that there were only three persons in 
the world st that time. Words are used to represent 
objects, and if nations were there the Bible is mistaken. 
The parson has not answered the question yet. I asked 
him how it happened, if the witnesses of Christ were 
inspired, that they contradicted each other. One said he 
was crucified three hours, one six hours, one nine hours. 
He said that was a mistranslation. I asked him what he 
thought about God trying to drown all the wicked and 
letting the devil in the ark? He said he was not in the ark, 
and I told him that he was not drowned, and he, too, hag 


pay for it, but they are afraid to subscribe for the paper 


been the cause of all the trouble. As we hav all, my true 
friends, engaged for a higher life, let us liv it. 
an J. R. PRRRT. 


Deplores the Indifference of Liberals. 
: Crinton, Mo., July 22, 1891. 
Mx. Eprrog : I read Tue Teura BrEkxn regularly; look 
for it each week very anxiously, and read it with a wonder- 
ful satisfaction and pleasure. In fact, I need it almost as 
much as the bread I eat. It furnishes me with food—not a 
mixture of flour and water, but thought, that food for the 
mind that will hav such an important part to play in the 
future in liberating millions of minds from the worst form 
of slavery. The principles of Freethought hav gradually 
grown in me from childhood, without any teachings, save 
from nature’s great and instructiv book, until now, at the 
age of twenty-seven years, I am very fearless in expressing 
my religious views to the most orthodox Christian. There 
are many Liberals in this section, but most of them not suf- 
ficiently unfettered to honestly express their opinions regard- 
less of consequences. But, like thousands of others all over 
these broad, beautiful United States, they lie dormant, per- 
mitting the golden days of their lives to slip by (when they 
could be doing much for the cause of humanity), and quietly 
wait for some leader in their cause to suddenly spring into 
existence and lead the procession.” 


Iam yours for truth and honesty, F. H. Morasr. 


Thinks We Should be Shot. 
Fort BurrB, ARK., July 24, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrok: I hav been a reader of Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
for six months and I hav come to the conclusion that I can 
not do without it. This is the dull season of the year with 
us and money is very scarce. I hav tried to get subscribers, 
but failed to get anything but some very fair promises for 
the future. There are some persons here that like to read 
the paper that think they cannot spare the money at present. 
Then there are others that want to read it that are able to 


through fear of religious persecution or boycott in business 
by their religious neighbors. Last Sunday I heard a lady 
say that anyone that would read that paper should be taken 
out and shot, and that they should not be allowed Christian 
burial. Such is loving Christianity. I read my papers and 
then place them where they will do the most good, and I 
keep them on the move. My Pictorial Text-Book ” is all 
the time on the go. I think they will hav the desired effect 
after a while. We hava good many Freethinkers here, but 
very few of them are willing to admit it cpenly. If we 
could hav a good lecture here I think there would be a good 
many come out and show their colors. You may consider 
me & committee of one to work for the interest of your 
paper and for the good of the cause. Jamus O'Nxir. 


Wish to Cut Her Tongue Out. 
- Lone Rock, Onz., July 20, 1891. 

Mr. Eniroz: Inclosed you will find $5, which you will 
please place to my account with the dear, brave old TRUTH 
SsgxxzR. It will pay arrearages and giv me one year more 
of intellectual feasts, a sensible kind of love-feasts; for that 
is what Taz TRurH SEEKER is in our family circle. We 
simply cannot get along without it. Isincerely pity the dear 
friends who want the paper and are not able to pay for it, 
but still more do I pity those who are not capable of appre- 
cinting a good thing when they see it. à 

We hav just had the pleasure of listening to five lectures, 
including the Fourth oration, by Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel. 
She is a fine speaker, 80 earnest and honest. I do not see 
how she could fail to take even the bloody shirt Christians 
by storm. .Iguess she made some of the said B. 8. species. 
quake in their boots from what I hear. The poor little nar- 
row, contracted Methodist minister located at Prinesville 
remarked that the proper way to deal with her would be to cut 
her tongue out. He was scared by that little unruly member 
that Paul was scared by long, long ago. Oh, but I hope it 
will wag for the next fifty years to come, aud by that time 
set lots more of them to jingling. I am well acquainted 
with this little Methodist who is so anxious for roast tongue. 
He used to lie and beg for the glory of God here in Lone 
Rock. He would pray and scream to his Josh to come down 
and take a solemn walk in the congregation and while 
promenading to lay the unbelievers on a long bed of sickness 
and meddle with their digestiv organs and shut off their 
appetite for food. I think his Josh was deaf or was off on 
some other jamboree. Probably he could not understand 
him. I know I could not tell whether he wanted us to lie 
on a. long bed or lie on a short one a long time, and of 
course if he wanted us all laid on one bed he would want a 
long one. 

You ask me how you could better Taz TRUTH SEEKER; 
and honestly, I do not see how you could improve it unless 
you would make it as long again, and then probably you 
would get a chance to put a word edgewise yourself, and I 
should like that, and it would giv Brother Heston more rope, 
and giv more scope for the discussion of all sensible subjects, 
which I am sure ought to interest everybody—and it would 
thus prove the paper to be a genuin TRUTH SEEKER of the 
nineteenth century. 

Please send me some back numbers to use in my mission- 
ary work, for mine are worn to raga. I will send for some 
tracts and good pamphlets to lend soon. I long to read the 
lives of Paine and Bradlaugh. 


Yours for Freethought, Mrs, A. M. CRAWFORD. 


Scriptural Liars Equaled by Journalistic. 
Sprinarigtp, Mass , July 28, 1891. 
To THE BrasPHEMOUS EDITOR Or Tax Terura SEEKER: 
Dear Sir: The inclosed newspaper slip relativ to the 
imprisonment of a sailor in a whsle's belly for thirty-six ! 


hours is a complete refutation of the denial made by you 


and others that such a thing never occurred in regard to 
Jonah. If you are an honest man you will now retract all 
that you hav said about the Bible and Mr. Talmage. I hope 


vou will yet see the error of your way and come to Jesus. 


Of course, however, you will not dare to publish this 
account, for it would tend to weaken the wicked cause 
espoused by you. Your destination, unless you repent, is 
Hell—an everlasting Hell. Bear that in mind, for a day of 
reckoning must come. i 

For Christ's sake, 


A MODERN JONAH. . 

James Bartley, of New Bedford, Mass., who has just 
returned from & whaling expedition in the South Atlantic, 
has had a remarkable experience. He is a veritable Jonah, 
having existed for thirty-six hours in the belly of a whale. 

Last February, while engaged with a number of other men 
of his vessel in harpooning two monstrous whales near the 
Falkland islands, the boat was capsized and the men thrown 
into the water. Before the crew could pick them up, one 
man had been drowned and Bartley had disappeared. The 
crew succeeded in killing one of the whales and in a few 
hours the great body was lying on the ship’s side and the 
men were busy with axes and spades cutting through the 
flesh to secure the fat; They worked all day, resumed opera- 
tions the next afternoon, and were soon down to the stom- 
ach. The workmen were startled while laboring to clear it 
and to fasten the chain about it to discover something 
doubled up in it that gave spasmodic signs of life. The 
vast pouch was cut open and inside was found the missing 
sailor doubled up and unconscious. 

During his brief sojourn in the whale’s belly, Bartley’s 
skin, where it was exposed to the action of the gastric juices, 
underwent a striking change. His face and hands were 
bleached to a deathly whiteness, and the skin was wrinkled, 
giving the man the appearance of having been parboiled. 

Bartley affirms that he would probably hav lived inside 
his house of flesh until he starved, for he lost his senses 
through fright and not through lack of air. He says that he 
remembers the sensation of falling into the water ; then there 
was afearful rushing sound, whici he believed to be the 
beating of the water by the whale’s tail; then he was encom- 
passed by a fearful darkness, and he felt himself slipping - 
along a smooth passage of some sort that seemed to move 
and carry him forward. This sensation lasted but an instant, 
then he felt that he had more room. He felt about him, and 
his hands came in contact with a yielding, slimy substance 
that seemed to shrink from his touch. It finally dawned 
upon him that he had been swallowed by the whale, and he 
was overcome with horror at the situation. He could breathe 
easily, but the heat was terrible. It was not of a scorching, 
stifling nature, but it seemed to open the pores of his skin 
and to draw out his vitality. He became very weak and 
grew sick at his stomach. He knew that there was no hope 
of escape from his strange prison. Death stared him in the 
face, and he tried to look at it bravely, but the awful quiet, 
the fearful knowledge of his environments, and the terrible 
heat finally overcame him, and he must hav fainted, for the 
next he remembered was being in the captain’s cabia.—Syra- 
cuse Saturday Globe. 


Gezo. S. Brown. 


Rebuke to a Truckling Editor. 
WokcksTRR, Mass , July 22, 1891. 
Mr. Eprron: The following correspondence is selt- 
explanatory, and, I-think, of sufficient public importance to 
justify me in offering it to the press, as it is a simple exhibi- 
tion of the methods and attitude of ** Christian ” reformers, 
the Times being the Prohibition organ of Massachusetts, and 
the Jast clause of its assistant editor’s letter showing that 
its sneeze at my colors came from the bugle of its. chief. 
The same rule that refuses to giv a customer notice of a 
book would burn it and its author also if consistently 
carried out. The probibition of a universally acknowledged 
evil traffic is one thiug, the suppression of loyal and 
** gublitae “ literature ia quite another. J. P. G. 


: WonozBSTER, Mass., July 22, 1891. 

Mz. JohN Paxsoorr Guitp, Dear Sir: I return to you the 
copy of the Flag we Float," which I find upon perusal to 
contain some very sublime passages and some very strong 
poin's; but it assumes to be too iconoclastic to permit of a 
notice inthe Times, which I had promised you. I regret 
that I made the promis without a knowledge 0f the contents 
of the book. The Times has convictions as well as your- 
self, and it cannot giv its sanction to the distribution of 
what it considers calculated to work great harm, especially 
to those who are beginning to think out for themselvs the 
problems of God, religion, and life. Not that true religion has 
anything to fear from a free discussion of all points at issue 
between the skeptic and the believer, but the civilized 
world hes been so long slave to creed that Liberalism must 
be handled very carefully lest it cause such a reaction to 
itself as will substitute the creed evil with a greater one— 
that of no creed at all. By and by the pendulum will come 
to a rest at the golden mean of truth. 

Understand, please, that in these latter 
speak only for myself. 

O. M. Donatpson, Assistant Editor Times. 


Vermont House, WonoxsTrEE, Mass., July 25, 1891. 

O. M. DoNALD80N. Assistant Editor Times, Dear Sir: 
In returning my Flag,“ with withdrawal of promis to 
notice, you assume too much of the spirit of the Spanish 
Inquisition to be regarded as a good representativ of Ameri- 
can principle. You hav, by acknowledging my little book 
to contain sublime passages and strong points,” proven 
yourself not to be so big a booby as you might hav been, 
but by refusing it the courtesy of & newspaper notice be- 
cause you do not agree with all its conclusions and inferences 
you misjudge your own office, that of presenting to the 
public what is current, either with or without your 
5 sanction ” or censure. Every editor that is fit to finger a 
quill has ** convictions” of his own, and one of them should 
be to giva fair show to other people's honest thoughts, 
especially when they are ‘' strong” and sublime,“ defiant 
of wrong and triumphant in truth. Your backward course 
must hav been decided upon without much consideration.” 
Certainly the half hour you may hav taken to glance over my 
address much less fitted you to judge of its import and popular 
effect than the half-score years of study by its author de- 
voted to its preparation. 

Iam acquainted with literature of every class, from the 
fish story of Jonah to Jack and the Beanstalk, from the 
laws of Confucius to the last Congressional Record, and I do 
not kuow of anything more suitable to put in the hands of 
those ** beginniog to think“ than my exposition of Ameri- 
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can principle,” which aims to emancipate the mind from | and, as he says, make that day just what reason and com- l The first article under Notes and Clippings” in the 
thralidom of fraudulent authority. Its topic is not “ relig- | mon sense teach it should be. DAN Wrveranp. issue of July 4th says that Herbert Spencer declares that he 
ion” but politics, and if you do not know that the American has lost faith in the rationality of men because lusi 
government was built without regard to the ghosts or the AB. OB IA Doe y nos cono uay 
Gods, your school-books hay been too defectiv and your proofs do not change beliefs. It was Spencer's Biology“ 
teachers too derelict. I do not know why the believer in and First Principles? that first lifted the clouds of 
what nobody can find out and what contravenes all com- superstition from my poor enervated mind. Then came 
mon songe pat ae Me lene and dopin 155 11 14 Darwin, Huxley, Tyndall, and others. What a sense of 
2 , Or why he shou 
insult the philosopher who presents scientific demon- intellectual freedom and strength grew within me as the 
stration and cogent reasoning to substantiate his prop- key of science began to unlock to my enraptured mind the 
ositions, which are made for the dignification of mysteries of the universe! These masters gave me worlds 
man The gospel of Liberalism should be upon worlds, ages upon ages! Dear masters, what does it 
11 5 i 5 x m: Poi ap eder matter to us if some people, or most people, do not or can 
before in all their priest-ridden lives. There is nothing eee venting: ana comprehen de 
Now I understand how the love of life becomes so strongly 
developed in all creatures. A race of suicides could not be 


against the cause of theological creed so great as the fact 
which you fear of reaction and relapse to moral obliquity on 

perpetuated ; and those individuals having the strongest 
love and care for life would survive longest and leave be- 


the credulist’s learning that he has been duped. Therefore, 

in plying the iconoclastichammer of logic against the creed 
hind the most numerous progeny. So the love of life 
becomes the strongest sentiment, making the timid brave 


evil” I am always careful to put in place of the false idol the 

living form of truth pedestaled on the immovable rock of eter. ‘ 
initsdefense. This has led the human imagination to build 
up 8 fanciful existence beyond the grave. As long as we 


nal principle which needs not the rod of Aaron to prop it, the 
miter of Peter to cap it, nor the type of the times to sanction” 
it. The pendulum" of prejudice may swing as it will and 
love life, and all that makes life a pleasure, we will.cling to 
this dream, even after we know it to bé but a dream. At 
first sight of our destiny it appears to us as “a terrific and 


rest“ where it can, the truth abides the same and it is the 

worse for those who do not find it. You say you speak for 
overwhelming calamity,” and no wonder that we “ would 
vouchsafe to this irreparable loss the decencies of mourn- 


yourself alone, and your youthfulness and inexperience shal) 
bé your excuse. While infants mount editors! chairs the 
press willequeeze out drivel. ** When babes sit in the lap 

ing” (Gladstone, Order of Creation,” p. 40). Without 
claiming it as a great merit I confess to being a fellow- 
mourner with ‘‘ England’s Grand Old Man.” We are all 


of philosophy there will be hope for the world." 
JoRN Presoorr GUILD. 
built that way. It is the very tenure by which we obtain 
and retain life that we should prize it and bewail its loss. 
Yet may not philosophy offer us better consolation for our 
bereavement than was ever invented by faith or fiction? 


Chapter from a Struggling Freethinker’s Life. 
Otrve BRARN OH, Miss., July 25, E. M. 291. 

Mr. Epiror: Beneath a shady tree that shelters me from 
noonday’s heat, amid a shower of sunbeams that kiss the 
boughs and linger lovingly upon the grassy sward, I sit with 
pen in hand and ink hard by to enjoy the matchless splen- 
dor of a beauteous summer day. 

Old Nature wears her costliest robes, her coolest breezes 
blow, and shadows chase each other fast across the open lea ; 
and still I prosy feel. and sad, for such is life and nature's 
will, when sunbeams fall there also shadows come and go. 
Here by me beneath the cooling shade are all love's strongest 
ties—a wife as pure as violets, two children like two tender 
vines that cling around the mother oak. I love my wife, 
and only those who love can know the picture I would paint, 
She is my anchor and my all. The church may heap upon 
my head the dregs of slander’s slimy fluid, friends may for- 
sake and foes despise and ignorance malign, but with her 
bosom bared to the storm, a shrine for virtue, a tomb for 
every fault of mine, she stands a heroin amid the fury of 
the storm and says, ‘‘ Though the streams of his life may at 
nature's will flow through quagmires and dash against the 
reefs of wrong, its source is as pure and clear as any bub- 
bling spring.” She is a Christian. She prays for me. And 
I hav answered every prayer but one. My reason, once set 
free, can nevermore crouch trembling between the narrow 
wails of Christian creeds. I am at present in disrepute and 
she is grieved. I hav been to Sunday-school again, and, 
beardipg lions in their dens, hav given out two scores of 
tracts to boys and girls in tender teens. And I hav been 
more Wicked still. We had a lyceum, you know, and now 
the lyceum is no more. I was accused of actually delivering 
four“ Infidel” lectures before the club and shamming them 
off for debates on subjects like wine and war. And I hav 
been more wicked still. 'Tis said that when the *' dear pas- 
tor” came to squelch in his address The ‘ Infidel’s’ blas- 
phemous vaporings,” I was there and stood right up and 
Bpoke right out until his beloved wits were quite benumbed. 
They say that when he said that Infidelity is hypocrisy” I 
told him plainly that disbelief arose from honest doubt, and 
that amid the honest doubters were men of hearts more pure 
„than ever stood between the pulpit’s narrow curve.“ And 
I hav been more wicked still. I hav been lending books to 
the deacon’s boys, and the deacon’s faithful wife has written 
me a note which runs somewhat like this: Mr, „Sir: 
Knowing that you understand fully our religious belief, I 
must say I was somewhat surprised to find two of your 
books in trunk. I herewith return them, and 
if you ever send any more of your sacrilegious profanity 
here again I will unhesitatingly burn it, and seek protection 
from some other source. I had much rather you would 
teach a boy of mine to steal a horse than to believe that the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ isa myth.” This kindly note, 
like the holy writ,” was without a date or signature, or 
even an amen. Across the back of this inspired epistle 
I wrote: “Mr. or Mrs. (I don’t know which): 
Whether your note is kind. and becoming or not I leave to 
your cool consideration. As for me, only one favor— 
don’t blame your son. He was not to blame.” This 
lady writes good notes. Here is an extract from 
one written to me about three years ago: Dear 
: "Tis Sabbath morn, and a peaceful calm rests like a 
holy benediction upon all nature. All are gone to church 
but me. The pastor said last Sunday that while the men 
were going to church the women were left at home to bake 
the pies, and from this task to-day I snatch a moment to 
write to you. When I heard that Judge B. was sending you 
to school I thanked God for such men as Judge B. and for 
such boys as I trust that God intends to 
make of you & Spurgeon ora J. R. Graves. But one thing 
sure. Whatever work he has chosen for you, he has given 
you ability to make it a success.” Iwill thank him for that. 
I hav decided to turn my little battery against his own cita- 
del, and now that he has given me the ability to make it a 
success, look out, ye dweller of the skies. 

And now, dear friends and readers, I will close these 
broken remarks. The sun has walked around. to where he 
can see me in the face, and I cannot much longer stand his 
glaring looks. I hav had the lines pull hard upon me this 
year, and my crop has been ruined by Overflows. I hav 
been applying myself steadily for some time, and would 
be much pleased to secure a few lectures in Tennessee, 
Arkansas, or Mississippi for the summer. Please let me 
hear from you, friends. My terms will be easy, quite. I 
want to find what I can do, and if you will aid me you will 
aid our cause. “GRAY,” Box 92, Olive Branch, Miss. 


“ Should We Hay a Day of Rest ? Refuted. 


Broowparz, O., July 27, 1891. 

Mr. Eprron: I seein Tar TRUTH BzzxxR of July 25th an 
article entitled, Should We Hav a Day of Rest?" by one Mr. 
H. Stites. He starts out saying thatit is not a very pleasant 
position for one to be in when he is forced to disagree with the 
great majority of those with whom he is associated in the great 
reform movement of the day, and says that is his lot on the 
Sunday question. Well, I would just say that I feel sorry 

for anyone if he gets caught in his own trap, for the very 
thing that Christianity rests on to-day is the observance of 
every seventh day, which is of Christian origin, and he says 
we Freethinkers should be careful in advocating the aboli- 
tion of Sunday laws. Now, that is the very argument the 
Christians present in support of their Christian dogmas. He 
secms to think that wage-workers are the only ones that 
should be accommodated, whether they hav a family or not, 
or whether they would spend the day in some place of amuse- 
ment. Now,I would say that when we advocate the 
abolition of Sunday laws we should present the question in 
its true light. I say that if Mr. Stites is 80 well satisfied 
with the Sunday laws as they are he had better remain in 
the Christian ranks, for he is on the wrong side of the fence 
to produce that kind of argument, because the compulsory 
observance of Sunday is the chief corner-stone of Chris. 
tianity. 

He fails to take into account how many there are that are 
in pursuits on their own account, that do not employ help, 
who would work if they had plenty of work to do, and rest 
and recreate when work was slack, but he would compel 
those to lie idle one-seventh of the time, no matter how 
much they might bay to do, and how necessary it might be 
to be done. 

He also speaks of liberty. Now, what is there in liberty 
to compel us to abstain from our indusirial pursuits one. 
seventh of the time? 

As to its being essential to the human race to hav every 
seventh day for rest, would it not also be essential for the 
horse or other animal that has to perform labor to be turned 
loose on that day for rest and recreation, because they are 
similarly physically constituted ? 

As for the wage-earner’s necessity to hav every seventh 
day cff from his regular vocation, it is not a fact, because he 
only puts in ten (and a great many eight) hours out of the 
twenty-four, so in the latter case he has two-thirds of 
every day for rest and recreation, and if every day was at 
liberty to be used, the hours of labor might be reduced 
to seven or six instead of ten or eight, and in slack times 
(which occur always) they could get a day or a week off if 
they 80 wished. 

And further, to abolish Sunday laws does not probibit 
anyone from stopping their business every seventh day, if 
they so wish. x 

He says: Tou say to the laborer, We intend to abolish 
Sunday lawa and. allow men to work, and mills and fac- 
tories to run, every day in the week alike, and nine out of 
ten would oppose you." There is no doubt that they would 
if it was presented in the way he presents it. But present it 
in its true light, showing liberty and justice to all, and I 
think there would not be much opposition to the abolition 
of Sunday laws. f 

He says it is necessary, if we hav a day of rest, that it be 
one day in seven, and that one day be observed by all. 
Now, why should it be one in seven? Could it not just as 
well be one in six or one in eight, ten. or twelve, or any 
other number? Now, the seventh-day business smacks too 
much of Christianity, and he speaks of making every 
seventh day a legal holiday in which all men must quit 
work and shut down their mills and close up their stores. 
Now, he ought to know that we hav other legal holidays 
which are mostly observed, but there is no law that says you 
shall not work on those days, but on the other hand it says 
you cannot be compelled to work on such holidays if you do 
not see fit; and in some cases you are allowed pay if you 
do not work on that day. : 

Now, as to the disposition of the Sunday question, if 


Lo, on a narrow neck of land 
"T wixt too unbounded seas we stand, 
Yet how insensible. 


Before us stretches the eternity of the future, and if we 
are not to be “ in it,” we all fcel that it is an irreparable loss; 
behind us lies the eternity of the pasé and we all know we 
were not in tt, and yet we feel no concern, or any sense of 
loss whatever. In fact, we congratulate ourselvs that our 
lives did not fall in any part of it but in the better present. 
But why is it not. just as reasonable to go into “the 
‘decencies of mourning” because we Were not present to 
hear the stellar anthem at creation’s dawn? Simply, asI 
think, because we are built that way. Our eyes to weep 
with are set in front, and they come to be set that way 
because if by any accident they had got into the back of the 
head we would not hav come forward into existence at 
all; we would hav gone backward into extinction of being. 
This love of life may sustain the race in an endless existence, 
but the individuals do die. That is to us a sad fact. I do 
not remember ever having heard or read this idea of a loss 
of a past eternity of existence considered and compared 
with the idea of a loss of an eternity of future existence. If I 
am an original raving fool, can’t somebody lift my hair and let 
light in there ? 

Now, against the theory of a preéxistent intelligent 
creator I hav what I consider a conclusiv argument. Like- 
wiee I hav never heard nor seen it; yet I am aware that 
there is scarcely anything original in this age but original 
sin, and we are said to get even that ‘‘ second-hand.” 
Here is my argument: If God created all things, then before 
he created anything there was nothing to think about. To 
think about nothing is not to think at all. Thinga are the 
necessary elementary foundation of all intelligence. Hence 
an infinit vacuum could not furnish an intelligent God or 
anything. The microcosm is the result of the macrocosm. 
The outer world is necessary to the inner world. The 
creation must precede thought, intelligence; or we must 
abandon the theory of a creation, the existence of a veritable 
material universe, altogether. To substitute a preéxistent 
homogeneous matter at creation’s dawn—coéxistent with 
God—does not help the Theist out; for an infinit homo- 
geneous mass is just as impossible material for wisdom’s 
house as is an infinit vacuum-— neither more nor less. Even 
if we Suppose that the eternal elementary matter was, be- 
fore the creativ act, not absolutely ‘‘ void and without 
form,” but was in that self-sustained, formativ condition of 
crude, unrelated parts to which the name chaos has been 
given, the resulting intelligence of this assumed creator 
must be of the same confused, chaotic character. Perhaps 
I hav not put my. thought in its best form of expression, but 
it seems to me to be of tbat kind that Spencer would call 
“ conclusiv proof." If it is not I cannot see why it ís not. 

Your paper is all right. Ilike the whole business—even 
to Peck’s peccable pecks; let him peck away. What an 
invincible iconoclast! What a perfect tornado of destructiv 
argument! Then there is Heston! We just can't enjoy 
good health if you leave his pictures out. Then such 
weighty matter as Boynton, Priestly, and others contribute 
givs us intellectual strength. The Children’s Corner " we 
greatly prize, and as a father of several young Freethinkers 
I wish to emphasize my deep appreciation of this depart- 
ment. The Letters from Friends" must add much to 
the popularity of the paper. They are good reading, and I 
think you get them in about right.  Giv the politicians 
some room—not too much. Let in well-written articles of 
all kinds, no matter how wild in theory. Prohibition is a 
disastrous failure in Iowa and a demoralizing and costly ex- 
periment. I am a total abstainer (without pledge), but an 
anti-Prohibitionist. We will repeal the law with a rush in 
Iowa. But giv both sides a chance. Even let the Christian, 
if he can write well, hav his littlesay. We aren't afraid of 
anything. Some papers are spoiled with too much “ cult. 
ure,” others are decidedly coarse and out of decent taste. 
„Our paper” is just about O. K. J. K. P. BAKER. 


An Enjoyable Chat. 
InwIx, Ia., July 4, 1891. 

Mr. Eprron; Our paper suits me so well that no advan- 
tageous Change appears possible. I certainly do not mean to 
indorse everything that it contains; not even all of the 
editorials. Some rubbish is to be expected where everyone 
is permitted to express his own views in his own way. 
Even the greatest thinkers are not always at their best, and 
sometimes there is a streak of sophistry running its opaque 
lines right into the very heart of an article that, as a whole, 
is instructiv. 

What has become of McArthur? I do think that his 
effort to prove that dead folks liv, or a life beyond the 
grave,” was just as complete and ridiculous a failure as his 
previous articles on the Roman Catholic religion were solid 
the people want every seventh day as a day of rest and | successes. I miss him and wish that he would“ come back 
recreation, make it a legal holiday, the same as other legal | again.” If he be dead his coming back should be with such 
holidays, so that people can spend the day as they choose; power and demonstration as to produce conviction. 


à 
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Children's Corner. 


— 


Adited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 


River, Mass., to whom aii Communications for 
Ais Corner should be sent. 


„Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes à pause in the days occupations 
That is known a8 the Children’s Hour.” 


The Wind and the Flowers. 


Once a breeze ran out a-moanings 
And threw herself into the stream, 
And tho prairie flowers. in dewy showers, 
Oam» calling as in a dream; 
Softly, tearfully, haunting the dells, 
With a voice that sang like lone farewells. 


And every c'oud o'ar the wheat field 
Dropped down on the grass and wept, 
Where blooms like the sua their yellow gilk 
spun, 
Thon ont ou tho prairies slept; 
Eatreating them as a mother might 
Whose children were lost in the dews at 
night. 


N` May-apple thrust her parasol 
Into the hollows of shining sand, 
She neve: at le ast left her house in the east, 
To dwell ou; in a desert land; ` 
But the sky spread a tent o'er the Bowers 
asleep, 
And the breeze cama ap from the ocean to 
weep. 


The lark sang into the midnight. 
I listened, for I was alone, . 
Ana T head tha rain at the window pane, 
Like a misty garment blown, 
Till I oriet, while the wind blew out of the 
west: 
„ Woald all of my own wers here in the nest.” 
' Mary Bargp FINOE. 


My Last Game of Ball. 
! A PIONIO STORY. 

Not more than half a dozen years ago a 
social party was got together and plans com- 
pleted for spending a day in the country. A 
very pretty semi-private park near Flushing, 
L.I., was selected, a few pieces of music 
hired, and it was settled by the committee of 
atrangements that toward the cool of the 
evening we should hav a game of our glori- 
ous national pastime, baseball. I was unani- 
mously chosen as & member of one of the 
contesting nines. ‘I shall not even think of 
it,” I declared emphatically. ‘I don’t know 
a home run from a strike, and besides that I 
am altogether too near-sighted. I could not 
hit the ball unless I used a foot-wide piece of 
timber.” That's all right,” rejoined my 
friend. We're all in the same boat. There 
isn’t a decent player in the party with the ex- 
ception of George Vincent, and we'll keep 
him in the background as much as possible. 
I'll see if Ican't hav you made the left fielder. 
There is little or nothing to do there, and you 
will hav an elegant chance to show off before 
the Jadies." That last inducement was too 
great to be resisted, and so in anevil moment 
I yielded. In due season the momentous 
day rolled around, and an ideal day it was. 
—cool, clear, and crisp. In fact, as one of 
the party somewhat tritely said, if it had been 
made to order it could not hav been better. 
Well, we all boarded the cars bright and 
early in the morning and rode out to the 
grove, inteat on having a long, jolly day in 
the country. There was about two score of 
us—twenty gentlemen and an equal number 
of ladies—each of the latter having a male 
escort. We took it for granted that our 
party would be about the only witnesses of 
the game, but therein we had reckoned with- 
out our host, or rather our host’s son, Sammy 
Looker, the grove-owner’s twelve-year old 
son. That young gentleman had busied him- 
self for some days previous in telling the 
neighbors for miles around all about us, and 
the result was that when the game was called 
we had & more or leas critical audience of at 
least half a thousand to watch our perform- 

.ance. He also took almost infinit pains to 
point the writer out as an ex-member of the 
New York League Club temporarily out of 
an epgagement. -Naturally, I became the 
ceater of attraction, the shining star of the 
occasion, so to speak, and great things were 
expected of me. I happened to be the last 
batter of the nine, and as our players knew 
about as much of the game as I did, če., 
almost nothing, they were put out in ding. 
dong order. At the close of the third inning 
I took my place at the home plate and picked 
up the bat ss though it were an old-time 
friend. Candor compels me to confess that 
the remarks of the spectatcrs could by no 
possibility be construed as flattering. Being 
exceedingly short-sighted, I am under the 
inconvenient necessity of wearing glasses, 
and a number of the onlookers referred to me 


in distinctly audible tones as Four eyes,” 


„Gig lamps," ‘‘Specsy,” etc. My size, or 
rather want of size, also came in for unfavor- 
able comment, and such remarks as Ah, 


there, skinny,” Anti-fat,“ and Hello, 
lathy,” were numerous. I tried hard not to 
lose my temper, but I confess to being some- 
what irritated, and so, when the ball came 
within striking distance, I made a strike at it 
that would hav knocked it nearly out of 
sight if I had hit it. Unfortunately the 
“stick” did not come within two feet of it, 
and the force of my blow whirled me around 
like a teetotum. In a mad endeavor to 
recover my equilibrium I lost it entirely and 
fell on my head, thereby smashing a pair of 
gold-bowed eyeglasses. A loud laugh fol- 
lowed this exhibition of ball-playing, and 
with a heart full of bitterness I picked up 
the bat again, after putting on another pair 
of glasses. The second ball was sent in, and 
if the pitcher intended to hit me he made an 
excellent shot. It did hit me just below the 
belt and with a grunt anda gasp I doubled 
up. There was another roar of laughter, 
and I was advised to use pain killer and St. 
Jacob's oil. 

. Disdaining any reply, I picked up the bat 
for the third time and struck at the fast- 
approaching ball. By some miraculous 
chance I caught it full and fair on the end of 
the bat. There was a yell of applause and I 
started like mad for the first base. My 
myopia kept me from seeing the ball, but 
when our captain shouted, Come home, 
come home,” I gritted my teeth and made a 
desperate effort to run a little faster. Be- 
fore I got to first, my cap flew off. Shortly 
after one of my shoes did the same and 
dropped down on my uncovered head. It 
dropped pretty hard, too. 

I was getting very warm and tired and con- 
cluded that when I reached second I would 
atop and take a much needed rest, but the 
captain and the rest of the Winners” (the 
name of our nine) were yelling like fiends 
for me to Keep it up," Put on more 
steam!“ A home run, Ed!” Run faster, 
Ed, all the girls are looking at you!” I was 
completely winded &nd a stitch in my side 
Seemed to be killing me, but what genuin 
ball-player cares for such trifles ag those? I 
went puffing and panting past second with 
the screams and applause of the entire 
party filling my ears. Just as I passed third 
my other shoe sailed up in the air. As 
though guided by & malevolent spirit, it also 
came down on my head fully as hard as the 
first one had. Paying no attention to it, how- 
ever, in my excitement, I let myself out for 
the home base in my stocking feet. Make 
room there!” shouted the crowd. Look 
out for the locomotiv!” ‘‘ Rowell on his las’ 
lap!” That fellow’ll run clean into Suff Jk 
county,” etc. By asecond miracle I reached 
the goal just a trifle ahead of the ball, which, 
however, caught up with me and struck me 
squarely in the small of the back. As the 
center- fielder had thrown it with all his might 
from quite a long distance it assisted me ma. 
terially in getting there, though I was no 
way grateful for the assistance. The race 
being so very close, the crowd had advised 
me to slide in. This I did, much to the 
damage of my Knee-breeches. I forgot to 
mention that both nines wore very gorgeous 


uniforms. Ours wore bright-blue knee- 
breeches and low-cut shoes. The shirts 
matched the stockings in color, which 


were maroon and had a gigantic “W” in 
front. Altogether our ''getup" was like 
the darky who painted himself sky-blue, 
“neat, but not gaudy.” Our opponents 
were somewhat similarly attired, the main 
difference being in the shirts, which were 
buff and had a monogram G. T.” worked in 
front, the G. T." standing for Get There.” 
The band was of the curbstone species. Its 
repertoire was exceedingly limited, consist- 
ing in fact of but one piece, ‘‘Save My 
Mother's Picture from the Sale,” at that time 
the song of the day. Still, new though it 
was, it began to pall upon us afier we had 
heard it & dozen or more times, and gently 
assuring the leader that I would surely 
save the picture from the sale and every 
other disaster that threatened it, I ventured 
toask him if he could not play something 
new. Dot vas noo,” he replied. ‘ Dot vas 
the ladest oud. Vat you want anyhow, Ital- 
ian obera from a Dutch band?” This intel. 
tectual gem was considered altogether too 
good to be wasted on a nativ American bar- 
barian, and so with much gesticulation and 
guffawing he spread it out for the admiration 
of his fellow. music-murderers ; the immediate 
result being that I was stared at as though I 
were 8 weird and wondrous being from an- 
other planet. 

But to get back to the game. When the 


umpire decided that I was safe, » and had 
made a home-run, how the spectators did 
applaud! Trying hard not to puff like a 
grampus, and putting on my shoes, which 
the ubiquitous Sammy Looker brought to 
me, I strolled over to where my young 
lady friend was standing as though it was a 
very Commonplace thing indeed fot me to 
make & home.run. She met mé with a face 
beaming with joy. Oh, Mr. Rousseau, 
you play magnificently, you do, really. You 
know how 1 dote on the game, and if our 
club loses it will spoil the pienic for me.” 
I then remembered that she was a good deal 
of a crank ” on baseball, and thanked my 
lucky stars I had acquitted myself so credit- 
ably. Sammy Looker also beamed with joy. 
For some reason he regarded me ag his 
protegé, and if it had been himself that made 
the-home-run, he could not hav been more 
pleased. He gave it as his unbiased opinion 
that I was a corker, and would do even 
more wonderful things before the game was 
ended. That boy must hav been inspired. 
At all events he was the truest prophet I 
ever met. 

Well, the game continued with varying 
fortunes until the fifth inning. In that inning 
a ‘‘ red-hot” one came Sailing through the 
air toward me. I danced around like a 
pea on a griddle, and after catching the ball, 
not knowing what to do with it, I held it in 
my hands. The captain excitedly asked me 
why in confusion I didn’t send in that ball, 
so I made a terrific throw toward home. base 
to put out a '* Get There,” who was rushing 
in from third. If I had sent the ball thirty 
feet nearer to the catcher he might possibly 
hav caught it. As it was it came to a short 
stop” on Sammy Looker’s waistcoat, catch- 
ing him between wind and weather,” and 
he was kept so busy sniveling for the rest 
of the game he had no time to devote to me. 
Naturally my hard work began to tell on me, 
and in consequence of a feeling as if half my. 
ribs were dislocated, I struck out pretty 
much all the time after that,.but as I had 
plenty of company in that sort of thing, I did 
not mind it very much. The score at this 
time was even, and the game being so close 
the interest, of course, was intensified. In 
all such games the scores are absurdly high, 
and 80, at the beginning of the ninth inning, 
we had twenty-seven runs to our credit, and 
our opponents twenty-five. If they suc. 
ceeded in getting two runs, the game would 
be tied. If we could only Chicago” them, 
the game would be ours. If they got three 
runs the game would not be ours. Our captain, 
trembling with excitement, implored us all 
to keep perfectly calm and collected, and 
under no circumstances to lore our nerve. 
* Keep your nerve,” he warned us at least 
three dozen times. We all promised to re- 
tain that inestimable possession and indi. 
vidually and collectivly resolved to die 
before we parted with it. The first ball 
struck dropped plump into the ready hands 
of the pitcher, who sent it whizzing to first- 
base to head off the batter. The baseman 
caught it as handily as the pitcher had. 
Result, one man out; no runs. The second 
striker sent a daisy cutter" over toward 
center.field and before the ball was fielded 
in succeeded in reaching second. However, 
it did not do him much good, as, thought. 
lessly stepping off the base a foot or two, the 
baseman—who had the ball in his hand— 
tapped him on the shoulder and demanded 
judgment. Of course the umpire had to 
declare the man out. 
still ahead. The next three strikers got 
their bases by careful play, and this left all 
the bases filled. At this critical juncture 
the captain again implored us in sobbing 
accents not to lose our nerve. We took a 
second deep breath and re resolved to die 
before we would do that. The next man at 
the bat sent a beautiful ball up into the air, 
and I felt sure from the direction it took it 
was mine.“ I was never more self. possessed 
in my life. In fact, I was so sure of catching 
that ball that I had no chance to get nervous. 
Now, then, left-field, that’s yours.” “Don't 
muff, left-field,” was yelled at me from all 
sides, while clear and distinct over all the 
tumult rose the agonized voice of the cap- 
tain beseeching me not to lose my nerve. Of 
course the G. T.’s” shrieked and screamed 
in an effort to make me lose it, but my equa- 
nimity was too strong and sublime to be 
influenced by anything so small as that. 
t: Bay, fellers, didn’t I tell yerthe was a corker? 
Just watch him grab that ball in regular 


professional style,” yelled Sammy Looker,’ 


who had stopped sobbing in his excitement. 
Geb back, there,“ I shouted. “Get back. 
Don’t crowd me! Give meroom!" They 
all gave me plenty of room. The cries and 


The '* Winners” were 


calls became hushed and players and audi- 


ence waited in silence to see the magnificent 


play. Everybody got ready to applaud, not 
even excepting our opponents. Probably I 
was the coolest man on the field. I had not 
lost the slightest jot or tittle of my nerve. I 
was positiv that I would catch that ball. I 
was also positiv that 1 would receive a 
storm of applause, and remember thinking 
how pleased my fair companion would ibe. 
I braced myself firmly on niy feet, and kept 
my glass.aided eyes on the sphere as it came 
tearing through the air like a runaway comet, 
„Get back, there,” I-cried again. This 
is my ball.” Straight as a plummet the ball 
came down into my hands. 


* * * *. * * 


And straight as a plummet it went through 
them and. hit me a terrific bang on my some- 
what prominent nose. I don't. know how 
many stars hav been discovered in infinit 
space, but I am almost sure I saw all of them 
at orce. The yells and shrieks of laughter 
were almost deafening. I jumped hastily to 
my feet and commenced looking for my eyé- 
glasses. These were so bent as to be worse 
than useless, and by the timeI had put on 
my last remaining pair the three men on the 
bases had leisurely walked in, and the batter 
made a home run. Consequently the Win- 
ners” were the losers, and the Get There's,“ 
to speak slangily, ‘‘ got there." Thé cap- 
tain came over and told me sorrowfully that 
in spite of his warnings I had lost my 
nerve. I also heard the voice of Sammy 
Looker loudly inquiring “if anybody had 
ever seen such a duffer as that four-eyed 
bloke,” while right behind me, shaking with 
mirth, was a motherly-looking old country- 
dame who ‘‘swanned to gracious that that 
‘ere city dood was as good asa circus for 
fun.” My nose was swollen and bleeding, I 
had two pair of broken eye-glasses to hav 
mended, and my fair companion, vexed with 
what she called my clownishness, treated me 
with a marked degree of frigidity. Do you 
wonder, gentle reader, that that was my last 
game of ball? Epwarps ROUSSEAU. 

Brooklyn, .N. Y. 
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Evolution Series. 


—0— 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 


No. 1.—Alfred Russell Wallace, by Edward D. 
Cope, Ph, D.; with portrait. 
0. 2.—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake · 
man; with portrait. 


Price, 10 Cents each. 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I. EYOLUTION, ANTIQUITY, DBAOTEBIA, Ero. B 
William Durham, F. R. S. E. : 


: * 
IL. ASTRONOMY, Sun, Moon, Stazs, Ero. By Will. 
iam Durham, F. R. S. E. 

These handy series of volumes on science of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others te follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply a popular need. 

The price of each is 50 cents in cloth. 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLE NKER, 
Snowville, Va. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curirg the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkeebarre, Pa, 


A FARM FOR SALE. 


24 ACRES. 

Beantifully located. 85 miles from New York on 
New Jersey Central R R. Rich soil. Owner re- 
tiring. Price reasonable. 
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Effacement of Christianity? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Prioe, 10 cents & copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address Tux TRUTA SEEKER. 


LIFE AND CAREER 


Charles Bradlaugh 


George Jacob Holyoake. 


Every Freethinker wants thig Life of the Great 
English Secularist, by the Father of Secularism. 


Price, 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. 
Address this Office, 
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NOW READY.--PRICE, $2 AND $2.50. 


The Freethinkers’ Pictorial TextBo 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION. 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


ok, 


HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO;MAINTAIN THE 


| Designs bv Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


Uncle Sam aud the Priests. 


6 Pests that Bother Unole Sam. : 
Uncle Sam 8100 1 but the | tients do Not. 
manism wi er Mask On. 
ubmit to the Roman Pontiff as to God.” 
The Skeleton that Unole Bam may Some Day 
nd in his Ologet. 
A New Laocoon. 
The Trail of the Serpent. 
ome Undesirable Immigrants. 
Lay Loyalty 
“Where Liberty Reigns the Tyrant Seeks to 
Slay Her."—La Salle. 
The Outcome of Church and State Union. 
The God-in-the-Oonstitution Guerillas. —Lib- 
erty in Peril. 
Religious Txeason the Ruin of the Republic. 
A Transformation of the Bartholdi Statue 
which may be Expected under Religious 


ule. 
What Uncle Sam Should Do. 


The Cherch Robbing the People. 


New York City's Annual Gift to the Ohurches. 
The Taxpayers and the Churches: 


Thanksgiving. 
Thanksgiving—I. 
[1 —II. 
[1] III. 
Sabbath Laws. 


Zabbatarian Efforts in the National Senate. 
Sunday in a Sabbatarian City. 
The Clergy’ Opportunity. 


Ag the 0 lergy egire . 
„ 6 LI] « LII III. 


The Children and the Church. 


Two Ways to Go. 

Which Shall We Have? 

A Teacher We Do Not Want. 

PRT nh d Tort 
ew Application of an ext. 

lus Reptiles inthe Path. .— . 

eruiting for Church Institutions. 
A Parochial School Lesgon. 


CONTENTS: 


Thomas Paine. 
The Preacher and the Patriot 
One Work by Paine Outweighs All the Preach- 


ers. 
Why Paine Was Denounced. 
Paine’s Services and His Reward from the 


urch. 
Once Upon a Time a Donkey Kicked a Lion. 


Studies in Natural History. 


A Question for Theological Ethnologists. 
Some Problems in Evolution. 

The Prototype of the Methodist Revival. 
Religion in Man and Instinct in the Brute. 


The Bible and Science. 


The Bible and Geology, 
The Bible and Geography. 


The Clergy and their Flocks, 


Shearing Time. 

The faber Hold Upon the People. 

One of a Very Numerous Class. 

The Physician and the Flock. 

Duty to the Olergy. 

At Conference Time. 

Work of a Methodist Conference in New York 


in 1876. 
The Burden of the Cross. 
The Theologian’s Conception of Olerical Priv- 


ileges. 
The Ark of the Lord. 
Sympathizing With their Pastor. 
One Triumphant Saint. 
Appearance and Fact. 
Ohaplains in the Army and Navy. 
À Desirable Bargain. 


Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 


A Religious Procession. 


The Atonement Scheme. 


The Atonement Doctrine. 

Practical Application of the Atonement. 
The Great Efficacy of Baptism, 

How to Get a Halo and a Harp. 

Divine Beneficence. 


medans. 
Their Scientific Records Compared. 


Two Samples of Christianity’s 


Work. 


Romans of the Past and Present. 
Peruvians Before and Since the Conquest. 


Missionaries 


Hypocrisy of Christian Missionary Art-. 


Ohristian Missionaries in India. 
Missionary Methods in the Church o 
A Poor Rule That Doegn't Work Both Ways. 


The Lord’s {nstruments. 


Religious Rule. 


Bible Doctrines and their Results. 


Biblical Temperance Statements. 


pplied. 
The Christian Scheme from Genesis to the 
Synoptical Gospels, and the Practical Re- 
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The Authority of the Footpad. 
e Wisdom of Solomon. 
e Law and the Gospel Not the Same. 
sult of Faith at Findlay. Ohio. 
.Whieh Statements Shall We Be Damned for 
^. Disbelieving ? 9e 
Irresponeibility of Obristians—Whence they 
Obtain and Where they Put their Sins. 
Jesus Paid It All. : 
A Candidate for Glory—An Old Sinner, but a 
New Saint. 
Some Testa for True Believers. 
Following Christ. 
An Earnest Christian. 
A Trial of Faith. 
The Faults in Christian Morality.—I. 
[11 es cry s é II. 
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An Incident of a Snow. storm, January, 1889. 
Another Incident of Another Snow-storm. 
On the Anxious Seat. 
Different Stories of an Alleged Occurrence. 


Unkind Reflections 


The Church and Thomas Paine, The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross. 


Its Evolution. 

Upon the 
Church, ` 

Decline of the Papacy in Italy. 

The Old Tiger and His Whelps. 

The Ory of the Ohurch, “Don’t Hurt Our 
Poen ] 

Shake, Old Man; We're on the Same Lay 
(Tammany ward worker to Methodist min. 
isterial delegate). 


Persecutions by the Church. 
f England, - The Burning of Bruna 


The Only Thing on Which the Ssots Agree. 

An Unvslcome Pilgrimage. 

When Ohristians Made the Laws. 

Superstition the Same in All Places and Ages. 

Banishment of Roger Williams. 

Oase of Dr: McGlynn—the Church True to Her 
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Casting Pearls Before Swine. 

The Bigotry of Church and State. 


Some Allegories. 


The Genii who Preside Over the Hoad to 
Knowledge. 

The Threo Graces of Infidelity. 

A Olerical Move. 

The Trinity that Ruled the World in the Dark 


Ages. 

„Loet the Ghosts Go.” 

The Race Between America’s Inüdei Orator 
and England's Christian Statesman. 

The Enemy and the Friend of Liberty. 

Roman Catholic Pandora’s Box. 

A Now Rendering of an Old Hhyme. 

An Error in Riblical Navigation. 

The World Still Moves. 


Heaven. 


On the Probation Plan.—Scens Outside of the 
Gates of the Now Jerusalem. 
On the Probation Plau.—BScene Inside of the 
. Gates of the New Jerusalem. 
Into Heaven via. Purgatory. 


Hell. 


The Tabernacles of the Lord—I. 
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A Drouth in Cambridge, III., in 1887. 
Our Father in Heaven. 


The Creeds. 
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Products of the Parochial Schools. 
‘The Disguise Slips Off. 

A Web for the Unwary. 

The Religious Trap. 

Sunday-School Scholars. 

The Joya of the Sunday-School Boy. 


Woman and the Church, 


Woman's Path from fervitude to Freedom, 
Encouragement to Go Astray. 

Rt. Paul as a Member of the School Board. 
The Ohurch's Use for Woman. 


How to Make the Road to Salvation Plain. 
The Glory of Election. __ 

The Amusement of the Saints in Heaven. 
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The Political Caliban and the ReligionsRognes, The Devil's Occupation Gone 


. Miscellaneous, 
Ireland and the Church, g 
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Woman the Supporter of Preacher and Pope; Ohristianity's Holy Family. The Church's Idea of Civilization. The Women's Ohristian Temperance Union's 
Helping the Ohurch. Janus-faced Oreedalists. The Gallows One of Christian Civilization's rusade. . 
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When Womanhood Awakes. God, Our Country, and an Appropriation.” What Rome Would Use to Civilize People. The Modern Balaam. 
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2. OHAELES ROBERT DARWIN : Hislife, works, 
and influence. By Rev.Jouw W. OBADWIOK. 
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6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of zoological Galeton By Dr. BossrrkR 
BAYMOND. 
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FORCE AND MATTER: 
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so-called inspired word of God. 
By W. H. Burr. 72 pages. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 
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By E. C. WALKER. 
10 cents. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 
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ls the bod of Israel the True bod? 
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Masonic Vindication of Right 
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By O. B. Wuitrorp, M.D. 
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MIRACLES 
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By JOHN PHCK. 
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THE 
ORDER OF CREATION. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, 


ISSUED MONTHLY. 
Subscription price, $3 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Prioe. 


1. The Truth Beeker Annual and Freethink- 
erg' Almanac. 4 . 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 


ens. SA S 50 

8. Age of Reason, Thomas Paine... ZR 5 
4, Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. 
: ennebl....: ..£. ceno rece erre T 
5. Ohristian Absurdities: John Peok........ 
6. Victor Hugo'8 Oration on Voltaire 

7. Ingersoll's Address on Shakspere......... 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 
Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 


issued during the year. Single copies of each 


book sent upon receipt of price. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 

Pretace by R, G. INGERSOLL. 
For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 
rls and a ale 0 brother who were left parent - 
eg, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
Aging o Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
6 narrativ is,in the main, a history of a work- 


ing girl’s life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business mon, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
goll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 
: Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


CANCER and Tumors CURED: no knife 
book free. Drs.GRATIGNY & NORRIS 
uu No. 163 Elm street, Cincinnati, O 

i > 
Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mailand Charles Watts. With Profa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 


A Reply to Father Lamberts 
‘Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. g l 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
ave Influence. 32 pages. Price, 16 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con · 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 

to he Contradictory and Defectiv asan Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which isthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. - 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief. 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Natare and the Supernatural; or, 
Belicfand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 


nel Robert Ingersoll) 32 pages in cover 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
N.8. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? | 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Ohristianity. 38, Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Faots and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
8. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
: 28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


22 pages in 


on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines. 


AGENTS make (00 PER CENT and win $748 CASH Prizes 
Sample free. Territory. Dr. Bridgman, 375 B'way, N. Y. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


k 


i 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN OENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 
ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


BY 
HUDSON TUTTLE. 


A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


CoxTENTS: What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progréss Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate, Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Be- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Oharter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So 
ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff'8 Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
&ndinspiration.—[New York Tribune. . 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reaso! 
and to noblest sentiments: never to his sel. 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present, 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—_[Boston Traveler. 

s 12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 506. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard's magnificent 
` bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men's 
Carlsen Associa- 
‘tion. 


By Bion. B. WESTBROOE; D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address TEE TRUTH BEEXER. 


Miss Wixon's Works. 


Allin a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 800pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold, And Other Stories 


or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 888pp., $1.25. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand. 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Obildren and Youth. The Oniy Free. 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CQ. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” * The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits.—[The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


 :Sunday and the Sabbath. 


THE 

OF THE CHURCH: 
THEIR À 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


SVO. 1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


CHAMPIONS 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


“A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 
tian Church. 


of & minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 
pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
ake a crusade of one against the Oolorado 
beetle!" Price, 10.cents. 


Followers of Jesus. 
Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


- Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholie 


Church. Price, 5 cents. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Fales ine, 7ounded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 


Price, ; . . . 10 cents. 


E 
SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. TBERAL Hymn-Book contains songe 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 


Parton. 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
% cents. Address Tax TRUTR BERKER Oc. 


New “dition, Revised (vnd Enlarged, 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introducticn by 
BOBEBT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplies at Spectal Discounts, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 


sale at this office. Price, 59 cents. 


7 


OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 


IS A GREAT SUCCESS: 


The Crowning Achievement of Mechanical 


Genius, Taste, Energy, and Ingenuity, 
Combined with 41 years of Practi- 

cal Experience (34 years in 

Rochelle) at the Jeweler’s 

Bench 
Unequaled in quality and price. 
patent regulator, 
catohable), beautifal double sunk pane 


finely adjusted to 
wind and 85t, new model. 


no better sold elsewhere for $35. 


gold, $50 vo $90 All elegantly engraved or plain. 


Sent prepaid, and cash refunded if not satisfac- 


tory. 


Watches cleaned, $1; springs, $1; andre. 
turned free. 5 


Best work in the world. 
watches. 


free. OTTO WETTSTEIN 


OMELLE, lu. 


Bend 10 cents for 
this valuable book for 
young and middle- 
god men, suffering 
‘rom & Life-wasting 
Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, 
indiscretions and ex- 
cesses in  maturer 
years. It sets forth 
an External Applica- 
tion—A POSITIVECUREF,7.a8 it matters not how 
iong standing, bow hopeless or how many rome- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress Dr. Robt. P. Fellow |.Vineland, N. J., and 
say where you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. 

8 is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

1 generous patron of the Freethought 

press. He has many testimonials to the value of 

his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Fresthougnt, | 


Price, 10 cents. | F 


right, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
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These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be vistting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their- gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary tnformation. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey gt., cor. Market 
st, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Beats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7:30. Lectures, debates, and discus- 
sions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 
ident, HENRY BrBD; Secretary, OORA BELLE 
LAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 


ion 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 
Routh 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P. M., over. 

Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion, Plat- 
form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 


Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 
Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ard 
Wood sts., at 2:80 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speskersinterest the awdionce. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atoheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets gemi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTOX, Seo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal gubjeots. 
Subscriptions to TuE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. BMITH, Cor. Sve. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 658 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 2186 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture f. owed 
by debates.’ ‘The publio cordially invited. ores 


Des Moines Secular Unien 


Holds regular meetings at Good Templar Hall 
Flynn Block, S.E. corner 7th and Locust streets. 
Lectures followed by discussion. Friends from 


abroad heartily welcome. 
FRANKLIN STEINER; Pros. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
. Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 

tation is extended to all. Beats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Bunday at 7:30 p.m. in Macdon- 
ald’s Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. Lect- . 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 

vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- . 
uted free. Frank MORSE, Oor. Bec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 

eral Union 3 
Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 
and third Bundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parra 
Hall Everybody invited, Mgrs. R. M. BERBA, 
Pres.: J. H. MoWILLIAMS, Reo. Seo. 


The Walia Waila Lib: ral Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.w. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Disoussions.—Origina! 
and Belected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Bec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
“Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. RTOE, Pros.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OnRARLES SHEA, Bec. 


Fort Worth, Tex. Liberal Ciub, 


Meets every Funday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, A.M. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. OOL. A. HARRIS, Pres. 
ISAACR. Lee, Beo. 


San At tonto (Texas) Liberal Asso- 
ciation 

meets every Friday evening at Liberal Hall, 227 

Kast Houston street. Free reading room and cir- 

culating library open every daz and evening. 

Strangers cordially invited. A. Onapman, Sec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 
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p of the Week: 


Tux London Times correspondent at St. Vol 


Petersburg writes: An innocent pamphlet 
on the Jewish question has been ordered to 
be burnt by the entire committee of the 
czar’s orthodox ministers. Many persons 


think that if the present fanatical policy is! 
continued, human beings will soon meet a 


similar fate.” 


JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL 
died on the 12th. 


Rev. WM. PERRY, of 
Bowling Green, Ky., was 
providentially stricken 
dead while preaching on 
Sunday the 2d. 


NiNx hundred Jews in 
Russien Poland were 
ordered to embrace or- 
thodoxy orleave. They 
assembled in their syna- 
gog and declared for the 
latter alternativ, and left 
in two days. 


AT the Swiss celebra- 
tion of the William Tell 
festival at Bernean Eng- 
lishman was slapped in 
the face and forced to 
make a public apology 
for doubting the exist. 
ence of the great patriot. 


CARDINAL PARROOET, 
the pope's vicar-general, 
favors modifying the de- 
mand for restitution of 
all former papal territory 
to a request merely for 
Rome—that Rome 
should become an inde- 
pendent, international 
Catholic city. 


Crors in Russia hav 
failed, and starvation is 
imminent. That highly 
Christian land has no 
stores for time of need, 
no money, and the worst 
foreign credit of any na- 
tion. Crops are short 
throughout Europe, and 
American grain will be 


And Joash did that which was right in the sight of the Lord all the days of Jehoiada the 
took for him two wives: and he begat sons and daughters.—2 Chron. xxiv, 2, 3. 
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GODS AND RELIGIONS |WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES| : 


. I. Givaa Full Account of all the Gods, in | Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers. 


uding Jehovah, Batan, the Holy Ghost, | “New chools of thought Eminent Seren 
Bre, 825 pp. Virgin Mory, and fhe Bible. tista, eto. (who were. not Christians), 
the Religious Systems of the Worid. ` from the time of Menu to the pres- 


28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Gens of Chong. 


Tux foolish and the dead alone. never 
change their opinion.— Lowell. 


S A BOT, 
Because into & gown and pulpit got, 
Though surfeit-gorged, and reeking from 
the stews, a 
Nothing but abstinence for his theme will 
choose. Juvenal. ' 


Ler it be distinctly 
| | understood, that Chris- 
| tianity has made ten 
lunatics — twenty— one 
hundred—where it has 
provided an asylum for 
one. Mr. Talmage also 
speaks of the hospitals. 
When we take into con- 
sideration the wars that 
hav been waged on ac- 
count of religion, the 
countless thousands who 
hav been maimed and 
wounded, through all 
the years, by wars pro- 
duced by theology—then 
I say, that Christianity 
has not built hospitals 
enough to take care of 
her own wounded—not 
enough to take care of 
one in a hundred.—7n. 
gersoll. . 


Waar a terrible waste 
of intellect there is in 
the world, arising from 
this assertion, that the 
Bible is the word of God 


and contains a harmoni. 
ous system of final truth! 
When the powers that 
aré now used to defend 
theories concerning the 
scriptures are directed 
toward positiv explora- 
tions of nature’s secrets, 
how the world will 
Bpring forward! When 
theologica! seminaries 


priest. And Jehoiada 


become science schools, 
and look for truth in liv- 
ing facts, they will be 
greater boons to the 
world.—Roberé 0. 


in demand. 


Tar International Labor Congress at Brus- 
sels will be agitated by conflicts between 
moderate and ultra Socialists. 


Eprroz Srzap, of London, calculates that 
800,000,000 prayers for the prince of Wales 
are annually offered by Church of England 
and other officials, yet, cries the editor, 
after fifty years of such prayers, behold the 
gambling scene at Tranby Croft! 


EDwWARD Foster, of Brooklyn, three years 
ago had asmall red pustule appear on his 
lower lip. His wife begged him to consult a 
physician, but he, being a devout faith-cure 
believer, said that God would heal the sore in 
his own good time. The cancer has now 
spread over his face and neck. 


B:suoe Fava of Grenoble, France, who is 
pushing the new Catholic scheme of recon- 
ciliation and coóperation with the republic, 
has established & Catholic political party. 
He says: It is the Catholic party that con- 
quered Bismarck; it is the Catholic party 
that triumphed over the Masonic party of 
Belgium ; it is the Catholic party that sus- 
tains Ireland in her struggles against Prot- 
estant England." 


Lxo XIII. dispatched a nuncio to France, 
saying: Neglect nothing that may be the 
means of uniting the church with the repub. 
lic.” The nuncio was escorted to President 
Carnot’s headquarters by dragoons and a 
numerous suite of government Officials in 
uniform. He presented his credentials as 
representativ of the pope in France, and the 
union of church and republic is now looked 
upon by some as begun. 

TRE bishop of Treves has announced the 
enuinness of the Holy Coat, saying: ‘It 
8 the same coat which the son of God wore 

.on his wanderings through the towns and 
. villages of Palestine, which he moistened 
with his sweat, which he wetted with his 
precious blood. A miraculous power went 
forth from it, as was publicly declared by 
the woman who had an issue of blood twelve 
years, and was suddenly cured of the malady 
(St. Luke viii, 44). I may confidently invite 
you, my dear brethren, to venerate this relic. 
as our Lord’s seamless coat.” 


Ex-Prist Cuinigvy, delivering anti-Cath. 
olic lectures at Escanaba, Mich., on the 5th 
was mobbed and knocked down. Two men 
who drew weapons to protect him were 
arrested, and one of them, having fired, was 
held for attempt at murder. The next night 
the Opera House was surrounded and an 
attempt to frighten people made by a fire- 
alarm and shooting Outside. Onthe 7th the 
mayor called a special council meeting and 
ordered, through posters, that Chiniquy for- 
bear speaking, directing the police to execute 
the order. Chiniquy obeyed, but will contest 
his right tospeak. His adherents petitioned 
the governor for troops, but they were not 
sent, as the city and county officials did not 
request them. 
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Adams. 


Mes will -wrangle for religion; write for 
it; fight for it; die for it; anything but—liv 
for it. Colton. 


He that wrongs his friend : 

Wrongs himself more, and ever bears about 

A silent court of justice in his breast, 

Himself the judge and jury, and himself 

The prisoner, at the bar, ever condemn'd. 
— Tennyson. 


Pass:rv submission to insult and ill- 
treatment cannot be regarded as good 
morality. To submit toinsult or ill-treatment 
when they can be resisted and prevented is a 
sign of weakness or folly. Such conduct 
gives the ruffian the power to ride rough-shod 
over his weaker brethren whenever oppor- 
tunity allows. Artur B. Moss. 


You must hav been enriched by your 
solitary walk over the mountains. I suppose 
that I feel the same awe when on their sum- 
mits that many do on entering achurch. To 
see what kind of earth that is on which you 
hava house and garden perchance! It is 
equal to the lapse of many years. . . 
Just as awful, really, and as glorious, is your 
garden.— Thoreau. - 


How is it possible that religious conviction 
can find its way to our hearts when we hear 
the absurd language, and witness the acts of 
iniquity, of the greater number of those 
whose business it is to preach to us? Iam 
surrounded by priests who repeat incessantly 
that their kingdom is not of this world, and 
yet they lay hands upon everything that they 
can get. The pope is the head of that 
religion from heaven, and yet he thinks only 
of this world.—JVapoleon Bonaparte. 


Aver, aught of mightiest, best I see, con- 
ceive, or know, 

(To break the stagnant tie—thee, thee to 

: free, O soul.) 

Be thou my God. 

All great ideas, the races’ aspirations, 

All heroisms, deeds of rapt enthusiasts, 

Be ye my Gods. 

Or Time and Space, 

Or shape of Earth divine and wondrous, 

Or some fair shape I viewing, worship, 

Or lustrous orb of sun or star by night, 

Be ye my Gods.— Walt Whitman. 


Bzronx we can hope to redeem the victims 
lof the poison-vender [the liquor.dealer], we 
must learn to make virtue more attractiv than 
vice. We must counteract the attractions of 
the rum shop by inviting reforming topers, 
not to the whining conventicles of a Sabbath- 
| school, but to temperance gardens, resound- 

ing with music (dance music, if sacred 
concerts” should pall) and the jubilee of 
romping children, and shortening summer 
days with free museums, picture galleries, 
swings, ball grounds, and foot-race tracks. 
The gods of the future will contrive to outbid 
the devil.— Oswald. 
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dotes and Clippings. 


A CATROTIO journal has brought into juxta- 
position these pious flings at Bruno: “A 
Yagamufiin in religion” (Mazzachelli). An 
illustrious fanatic” (Cromaziano). He 
universally discredited the speculativ 
seiences” (Gioberti). ‘A hysteric " (Bar- 
bieri). **A visionary" (Giannoni) “A 
second-hand excubitator of worn-out theo- 
ties ” (Stiavelli). 


İr has recently Þeen suggested with great 
Seriousness by a responsible minister of the 
gospel, that if only more women were 
licensed to preach the congregations would 
be greatly increased. One might venture to 
surmise that the increase in the congregation 
"Would depend very much upon the young 
‘woman preacher. Everyone knows what an 
All. attractiv magnet a handsome young 
életgyman is to the unmarried damsels of a 
Gountry parish. It would not be extra- 
otdinary if a beautiful girl in the pulpit 
should prove similarly magnetic. But will 
the men be drawn solely by the spirit of re- 
ligion, or will the end altogether justify the 
means, even if all the worshipers are on- 
verted 7— Jun. . 


Tug New York Zeening Post remarks 
that while the failure ‘‘ of Sunday statutes is 
conspicuous in Connecticut, there is no 
doubt that the situation is nearly the same in 
many states of the Union whose statute-books 
are lumbered up with a great mass of laws 
by no means confined to Sunday. Whether 
zin the long run it pays to retain these old 
sstatutes for the sake of a very few extreme 


offenses under them, and keep the people as 
a whole in constant contact with violated 
laws which therefore shadow better ones and, 
in a sense, tend to familiarize lawlessness, is 
a question as old as debating clubs, juris- 
prudence, and civilization.” 


COMMISSIONEE Moraan of the Indian 
schools thus continues his reproach to 
Father Chappelle of the Catholic mission 
bureau: Those in your employ in the field 
and others instigated apparently by the atti- 
tude of the bureau, hav endeavored directly 
and indirectly to hinder the efforts of the 
government in its beneficent work of educat- 
ing and civilizing the Indian through its own 
appropriate means. These influences, ema- 
nating from your bureau, hav been in some 
respects at least hurtful, and it is certainly 
not its fault that the government schools hav 
not been crippled, or even destroyed. While 
drawing hundreds of thousands of dollars of 
government funds to build up and sustain 
the mission schools under your charge, your 
bureau has thrown the whole weight of its 
influence against the government upon whose 
bounty it subsisted.” f 

Says an exchange: The persecution of a 
Seventh Day Adventist in Tennessee because 
he worked in his field on Sunday is a singular 
proceeding for an American state. Nobody 
pretends that this victim of religious intoler- 
ance was disturbing his neighbors. He was 
plowing on his own land at a distance from 
any place of worship. A local contemporary 
thinks that Tennesseeans hav a right to 
wreak religious bigotry on minorities in this 
fashion, and that if the members of the 
minority do not like it they can do as the 
Jews are doing in Russia—giv up their 


homes and leave. That is not the common 
idea of American liberty. The principle at 
the root of our government is that every man 
has a right to do as he pleases so long as he 
does not infringe the rights of anybody else. 
The attempt -to confine a Seventh Day Ad- 
ventist to five days’ work a week when other 
people are allowed to work six is a discrim- 
ination so unjust that it ought to make a 
Tennesseean ashamed to acknowledge his 
state.” 


CANADIAN news: The Papal Zouaves are 
the volunteers who flocked to Rome from all 
parts of the Catholic world with the object of 
saving the Eternal City from falling into the 
hands of the troops of Victor Emmanuel. 
Canadian Catholics were among the foremost 
of the nations owing spiritual allegiance to 
the pope to rally to the call of General de La 
Charette, commander of the body for the 
world.. When Count Mercier was in Rome 
Pope Leo XIII. intrusted to him a number 
of medals to be distributed among the Cana- 
dian Zouaves. The Papal Zouaves comprised 
many prominent Frenchmen but in parlia- 
ment at every session English-speaking mem- 
bers hav brought up motions for their 
suppression, on the ground that they are an 
armed and foreign force in the dominion of 
Canada supported by the government in con- 
tradiction to the spirit of the British North 
American act. As a matter of fact the Papal 
Zouaves are an armed body, subject to the call 
of the head ecclesiastic in the province of 
Quebec or the pope of Rome. The present 
trouble has arisen out of Premier Mercier's 
determination to hav the distribution of 
medals take place at his private residence. 
He invited Bishop Lafleche to distribute-the 


medals, but his lordship curtly refused, de- 
clining because of complaints made against 
him at Rome by Premier Mercier, who stated 
to the pope that Bishop Lafieche had unduly 
meddled in the politics of the province. 'The 
bishop had worked against Count Mercier at 
the last election. 


Waen for reasons so strong as inability 
through poverty to secure the railway ticket, 
Jews notified to leave Russia do not start at 
the time appointed, they are thrown in 
prison and then conveyed to the Pale by 
étape. Those who hav lived for twenty years 
or more in Moscow hav been coerced to de- 
camp within twenty-four hours. Their fur. 
niture is sold for the most ridiculously small 
prices, beds, tables, chairs, and such house- 
hold effects going fora few pennies. In 
the expulsion by étape, those who hav not 
through poverty been able to secure railway 
transportation for themselvs are put in with 
criminals and forced to make the journey on 
foot, bound with chains, two by two. Some 
of those who are thus sent from St. Peters. 
burg to the Pale hav to begin life over again 
in that section, as the practice of the profes- 
sion which they hav exercised is forbidden 
there. It may easily be seen what this means 
for à man with a family, and who has attained 
more than middle age. So long as the victims 
hav money, they can secure some petty show 
of mercy from officials by submitting to the 
extortions of a blackmailing levy upon them. 
Fires are of frequent occurrence in the Jew: 
ish houses since the publication of the edicts 
against them. This incendiarism is due to 
the spirit of hatred which these aggressiv 
measures on the part of the government hav 
aroused among the people against the Jews. 


r 
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Communications, 


Address to Foreign Missionaries. 


My friends say that I am against everything popu- 
Jar. To some extent they are correct. I am for 
right and Iam sure that right’s ideal is not popu- 
larity. I sm not adverse to good morals, spotless 
characters, and happy lives; nor am I adverse to 
wholesome food, good clothes, beautiful homes, and 
& delightful Sabbath morning stroll with my wife and 
children through the quiet of the pathless woods, 
among birds and flowers, to the busy brooklet where 
sinless songs of cheer and love are sung alike to 

ing and peasant. For these every impulse of my 
soul leaps forth with eagerness. At their service is 
my every nerve, my power, my blood. But counter 
to these most noble American ideas is that infamous 
scheme of robbers known as Foreign Mission 
Work, against which the musket of my vengeance is 
shouldered loaded to the muzzle with minie-balls 
of rancor. 

We can but censure the leaders of this great 
monopoly, for the populace ag a rule are always 
ready and willing with wide-open mouths to be 
stuffed and duped by any story which seems as 
plausible ag that of Elijah or Romulus and Remus. 
When Mohammed said he was God’s prophet, the 
people cried “Amen.” When Swedenborg told of 
his conversations with spirits and angels, his igno- 
rant dupes declared, “Truth, truth! as pure as a 
mountain dew-drop.” When the “Bible bigot,” 
John Wesley, stepped upon the religious stage, the 
people shouted: themselvs hoarse. His followers to 


this day keep up this foolish shouting, the reason 


for which methinks they themselvs but see as 
“through a glass darkly.” When Andrew Fuller, 
the 'Sledge-hammer" and, as his proselytes term 
him, the “ Franklin of Theology,” the originator of 
the plan of salvation by foreign missions, said, “ Let 
us off to India, plant a few vines, and start a little 
Lord's vineyard there,” the people (and I guess a 
few of them were honest) answered loudly, “ We 
will go, we will go,” but added lowly, “ for a thou- 
sand dollars per annum.“ 

In the light of reason and common sense I be- 
lieve it needless here to adduce any proof of the 
ideality of this principle: The greatest happiness 
of the greatest number.” Happiness is the light- 
house to which the ship of every life is steered. 
Though happiness be but a mirage, on the buoy of 
hope the zephyr of time kisses us on toward it till 
we, fainting, fall asleep in sweet repose till death. 
Deluded laborers in the vineyard of the Lord, are 
you guided by divine authority ?—by his holy (?) 
word? II so, please allow me to cal! your attention 
to one or so passages of your guide"-book. Christ 
said, “I came not to send peace, but a sword.” 
Again he said, “No man can come to me, except the 
Father which hath sent me draw him, and I will 
raise him up at the last day." I see no “ peace and 
good will to man” in the first declaration, nor do I 
see any need of heathen conversion in the latter. 

Mission-workers, are you nct aware that the Bible 
has been the occasion of more crime and blocdshed 
than all other books combined? Do you not know 
the Bible has been the city of refuge for centuries to 
criminals of all colors? Its brass gates in its walls 
of adamant hav stood ajar more than eighteen cent- 
uries for the liar, the thief, and the murderer. The 
Crusades were born of the teachings of this book. In 
my judgment the Crusades were the great prototype of 
your present work. They marched with a cross, à he- 
goat, and a goose for their color and their protection. 
Seven times they went under the shield of their ban- 
ner and their God against the heathen Mohammedans, 
and seven times they were defeated. By the divine 
guidance of the Bible on one side and the Koran on 
the other, there was enough blood shed in this out- 
rageous conflict to crimson deep the vault of heaven. 
There was enough time and money spent to well 
educate every American youth. The Spanish Inqui- 
sition! Oh, horror of horrors! While the nimble 
fingers of falsehood were writing on every page of 


history I would that they had portrayed every black 


and brutal crime of this hellish institution. For 
seven centuries this infamous tribunal drank the in- 
nocent blood of hundreds of thousands. Think of 
the seventy thousand murdered in the massacre of 
St. Bartholomew. The pages of biography which 
tell us of the burning of Bruno and Servetus are 
blacker than the smoke that arose from the fire 
that roasted them. In those days one could not be 
a worthy “follower of the Lamb” unless he had 
offered up a heretic or so to his merciful father. 
Missionary, stop! hold! consider just & moment. 
The doctrin that you are pushing to heathen 
shores gave life to all this iniquitous opprobrium. 

Do...^^nversion to Christianity make happier 
the hesi... — sannot think one less happy than a 
duped heathen in his lonesome, isolated folly. It 
makes them to realize, All is vanity and vexation of 
spirit.“ , 

In your precipitant zeal hav you ever stopped to 
foot up the cost, per capita, of conversions from ps- 


ganism to Protestantism? The New York Zraminer 
(the leading missionary paper of the world) says that 
during the year 1884 it cost $592.03 to make a pagan 
an Episcopalian ; $231 91 a Presbyterian ; $117.91, 
a Methodist ; and only $37.05, a Baptist, etc.; being 
more than $200 for erch conversion from Confucius. 
“Hav no depraved thoughts” to a full fellowship 
with “ Let mine adversaries be clothed with shame.” 
Think of the money, clothing, and bread you are 
taking from the poor of this country to them that 
laugh and scorn at your senseless folly. There is 
one class of poor, among a thousand others, in this 
country to which I wish to call the especial attention 
of your misdirected philanthropy. This class is the 
half-clad and half-starved factory girls and boys. 
Less than $200 for each will redeem and save them, 
save them with an earthly salvation which we know 
will benefit them here and now. We need them in 
this world, snd if God needs them in another, I hav 
faith enough in him to believe he will prepare them 
for his kingdom. If you hav not this much confi- 
dence in the merciful father you bad better look up 
another master—but maybe you hav found another 
already in your foreign mission treasury. ‘To every 
dollar you giv a heathen, can you not giv these needy 
slaves at least a ginger-cake, and a suit of elothes or 
a gingham dress while $100 go to China? When, 
dressed in silken clothes and your pockets heavy 
with gold, it is your sad lob to pass among a throng 
of these woe-stricken sons and daughters of Ameri- 
ean liberty, on your way to embark for heathen 
lands, Y beg, with a wailing ery, that you drop a few 
loaves of bread among them that they may yet be 
alive when you return. 

If you bad $1,000 000,000 and gave it to the 
destitute of this God-blessed (?) land, there would 
still be suffering about us. I know “few love to 
hear of the sins they love to act,” but if there isa 
blacker sin under the sun than your mission work, I 
am yet unable to believe it. America, or the United 
States, in my judgment,is mission ground enough 
for every soldier under your holy (?) banner. Here 


in the paradise of all the world are hundreds and 


thousands who are limping about under the burden 
of ignorance and hypocrisy. To these, and to these 
only, need you apply your “balm in Gilead.” You 
must preach to empty heads or empty pews. 

You are sent to heathen lands to “preach the 
gospel to every creature,” but Elder P. D. Gold, 
& power in the o!d-school Baptist church of this 
country, says, We do not believe ihe missionary 
Baptists preach the gospel here at home. They 
deny the power of God here, and as people are not 
apt to act better out of sight then in sight, we do 
not suppose they preach any better away from 
home.” 

If an omnipotent being with power to speak the 
universe into existence does not whisper his law into 
the hearts of a people I take it for granted they do 
not need it. If Obrist needed you to help carry on 
his business, why did he not say so while on earth? 
A wise and wealthy gentleman on. being asked how 
he made his money, replied, “ One half by attending 
to my own business, the other half by letting other 
peoples alone.“ Let God's business alone. I 
would not bend my knees nor bow my head to a God 
whom I could help. 

I waited till I entered the threshold of this life 
before I went about its duties; so I thought I 
would wait till the dawn of the morning that give 
me & new being before I go about its pleasures. 
Let the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob look after 
the spiritual blessings of the Chinese, Burmese, eto., 
while you look to the joy and happiness of your fellow- 
countrymen and particularly that of yourself, so 
that it may not be said to you,“ Physician, heal thy- 
self.“ With gratitude your help will be received 
here. Your money is what will benefit. Methinks 
your doctrin is but little needed anywhere, but I hav 
never yet seen a mission zealot that would not giv two 
doctrins for $1. 

The Chinese are calling for more Bibles; they 
want them for fuel to cook their rice. If they actu- 
ally need fuel at your hands and Bibles are cheaper 
than coal, I can but wish you God-speed. I know 
they will burn well, for they are so dry. But, again, 
if your holy writ is cheaper after paying freight on 
it to Ching than wood is there, how much cheaper 
must it be here without the freight than any other 
fuel we can burn! Here in the “sunny Southland” 
we need but little fuel, but I will say to the American; 
Bible Society, “ Please gend me st once by first fast 
freight three cars of your publications C. O. D.? 

Next I will ask, Is your work a success, i.e., to 
yourcause? Ofcourse I will admit that it isa success 
to those you send out with a salary of more than a 
$1 000 per annum, but as a whole there never was 80 
large an investment with such scanty returns. As 
India was the first mission field chosen by Mr. 
Faller, and to-day is admitted to be the most impor- 
tant and vigorously cultivated of any, we will con- 
sider some of its results. Mr. Bainbridge, s weighty 
name in missionary work, said that “these Indian 
schools teach science mainly and that evangelization 
was Of subordinate importance.” Further, he says 
that “out of every fifty young men educated by 
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these schools all but two or three graduate as Infi- 
dels and scoffers at all religions.” Again, “India’s - 
great and growing demand for skepticism, eto., is 
being met by enormous translations from Darwin, 
Paine, Huxley, Spencer, Mili, and a number of others. 
Is this for the cause of Christ? You had better call. 
a little louder; I fear your God is asleep. Thrice 
armed is he who hath his battle just.“ Is your bat- 
tle just? Your labors answer with the reverberating 
thunder-claps of truth from the mountain peaks of 
science, No, no, no!" However, we tender you our 
sincere thanks for your mission schools in India. 

It is no wonder that these heathens think it ex- 
pedient to establish schools of reform in so-called 
Christian lands; for when you were groveling in sack- 
cloth and ashes to a God you never knew, and one 


‘that never knew you, these “heathens” were calculat- 


ing eclipses, erecting cities and pyramids and statues. 
Not long since, I asked a prominent lady of your 
faith and order, “If foreign missions are requisit to 
the salvation of the heathen, what became of the 
countless millions that perished under the delusiv (?) 
teachings of Oonfucius, Zoroaster, and Socrates!" 
"Oh," she answered, “of course without the law 
there can be no transgressors.” If in carrying the 
law and prophets among this benighted people you 
make them liable for their sins, for the redeemer's 
sake you had better stay at home. : 
Now, in conclusion, let me entreat you that even & 
demigod is better able to attend to his matters than 
you are for him. The Bible is translated into one 
dislect in twenty-four, and if it is the will and pur- 
pose of the munificent omnipresent I Am to further 
the translations and circulation of his book, you 
need not doubt his doing it and doing it without 
your help. But when any all-wise being (though I 
hav never seen one yet) fits up and equips with men 
and rations a huge missionary vessel bound for 
heathen shores by the enger winds of heaven, then, . 
and not till then, will I humbly pray to be a servant 
on this vessel. Then in it a servant's seat would be. 
a throne to me. Cravp ADAMS. 
Social Circle, Ga. 


*Is Prayer Answered t" 


Prayer is a request, a desire, and nobody doubis 
for a moment but what a request or desire may come 
to pass. Not because if was a prayer, but because 
we desired that which is in accordance with nature. 
Being Agnostic, we doubt whether a prayer in the 
Christian sense was ever answered. People may 
hav a desire and that which they pray for may come, 
and they may so deceive themselvs as to believe their 
prayer was answered. But it so happened that they 
prayed for that which would hav been without the 

rayer. While some prayers may hav been realized, 
ully as many, offered in just as good faith, hav failed 
to materialize. Christ prayed that the bitter cup 
(death) might pass from him, but it did not pass. 
John the Baptist prayed for liberty, but the ax 
took cff his head in answer. England prayed that 
America might be subdued, but a few Infidels said, 
* We will hav liberty for our children,” and we havit. 
The entire nation, yea, Ohristian, and we might say 
heathen world, prayed that Garfield might be 
healed. Was one prayer answered? The prayer 
of the righteous availeth much.” Is it possible 
there were none righteous? During the late war 
prayers were sent up from North and South, both 
appealing to God to stand by his own, both talking 
to their Lord and quoting from the same book. No 
here comes in the conflicting testimony. : 

Both sides claimed they were right, both elung to 
the Lord's book and quoted him against himself. 
According to the Bible slavery is wrong, according 
to the Bible slavery is right. The same may be 
said of murdering and stealing. What better proof 
can one want? It does seem that ordinary intelli- 
gence could and ought*to see very clearly that the 
whole book is so ambiguous and misleading that to 
sey it is God's word is damnable. We are so glad 
we hav ihe book. It teaches the hellish schemes 
resorted to by the elect. Keep it and teach it as the 
history of the cruel people that they were. 

Eradieste the idea of it being the word of God, 
and show your children that it is a cunningly devised 
fable, written by priests paid for by the masses to 
benefit the caste. Here is what Paine says: The 
most detestable wickedness, the most horrid cruelties 
and greatest miseries that hav afflicted the human 
race, hav had their origin in this thing called revela- 
tion or revealed religion. It has been the most dis- 
honorable belief against the character of divinity, 
the most destructiv to morality and the peace and 
happiness of man, that ever was perpetrated since 
man began to exist. 

It is better, far better, that we admit, if it were 
possible, a thousand devils to roam at large and 
preach publicly the doctrin of devils, if there were 
any such, than that we permit one such impostor and 
monster as Moses, Joshua, Samuel, and the Bible 
prophets to come with the pretended word of God 
in his mouth and hav credit among us.” Is there a 
remedy? Yes; school, glorious free school, will 
dethrone caste, and where oppression is peace 
shall be. Teach the book as a history of a bad, 
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. murderous, robbing, cut-throat people, and show 
them (the children) all that was done at the instiga- 
tion of, or sanctioned by, the priests and prophets, 
and show them that we are being hocdwiuked to-day 
in like manner, as far as the secular laws will allow. 
Teach them to discontinue their contributions for 
the support of these deceivers and doleful hypocrits, 
that they may become honest, for of all hellish 
schemes set up by man to terrify and delude the 

‘thoughtless, the scheme of salvation is in the lead. 

While we hav and always will admit the possibility 
of God revealing his word, we do not belisve he has 
ever spoken to any one or dozen men. We do not 
think that God speaks in a changeable language that 
may be revised to suit the sentiments of those who 
liv at the expense of others, but rather in the 
exquisit beauty in nature. By the interblending of 
certain elementa—sharacter—the blending ecstasy 
of two souls, some men and women are imbued with 
more reason than others and are therefore able to 
see more beauty in the real word of God than those 
less fortunate. “But all who read this great book 
(nature) will see and bo filled with a desire fo do 
good and be good. The time is here when some 
men and women object to having God maligned. 
For example, take the third chapter in the Presby- 
terian Confession of Faith: “By the decree of God, 
for the manifestation of his glory, some men and 
angels are predestined unto eternal life, and others 
foreordained unto eternal death, amd their number 
is so certain and go definit that it cannot be increased 
nor diminished.” 

.. Is not this a damnable doctrin? Is it not defam- 
ing and maligning the creator, besides being a 
reward for crime? Can any possible good come 
from it? Oannot be increased or diminished ;” 
cannot add to or take from. If the number is already 
fixed what is the use praying or preaching? There 
can be but one object in getting the non-elect into 
the church, namely, to support the elect. My 
friends, if you hav ever associated the creator’s 
name with that most cruel of cruel histories, stop 
and consider and you will be convinced that those 
who revise the book and change the decrees and 
creeds do not believe the Bible is the word of God. 
„When a man has so far corrupted and prostituted 

~ the chastity of his mind as to subscribe his profes- 
. sional belief to things he does not believe, he has 
prepared himself for the commission of every otier 
crime.” We are nearing a deistical belief that needs 
no mediators; a belief that leads men to teach. by 
example—to honor God by doing good and assisting 
mankind. God’s word is the beauty we behold as 
we pass along the journey of life, and not a hellish 
conglomeration of priestly terms that mystify and 
humiliate the many into the belief that they must 
needs support the elect or be damned. Good-bye, 
old confessional-box; good-bye, many deceivers ; 
good-bye, most damnable of all curses; your day is 
done, your sun is set. You can no longer damn 
the people because they will not support you. The 
keys you possess. are a myth, and your hell and 
purgatory is your home. As a man’s mind is so is 
his home. If he has hell in his mind he will hav hell 
in his home. Yours for home and free schools, 


C. S. RANDOLPH, 
— 93 9,9— —— 


Letter From Mr. Heywood. 

Drar Mr. Maopoxarp: Freedom of speech never 
was more fiercely assailed or sternly exercised than 
in Boston in 1860-1861. The Garrison Abolitionists 
had run up the disunion flag here in 1844 and had 
worked intently seventeen years to break up the 
federal government as the best way to free the 
slaves. At last the South said, “Agreed, we'll go;" 
and Phillips, facing acres of mob violence; bid the 
Seceasionists good-speed in getting out. During all. 
that fearful winter I was one cf & body-guard o 
young men who protected Phillips to and from pub- 
lic halls and upheld the banner of menial liberty. In 
order to help right to come uppermost and justice 
to be done, John A. Andrew, governor-elect, wrote 
a remarkable letter from which Phillips quoted as 
follows: “ The right to think, to know, and to utter, 
as John Milton said, is the dearest of all liberties. 
Without this right there can be no liberty to any 
people; with it there can be no slavery. I care not 
for the truth or the error of the opinions held or 
uttered, nor for the wisdom of the words, or the 
time of their attempted expression, when I consider 
this great question of fundamental significance, this 
great right which must first be secure before free? 
society can be said to stand on avy foundation, but 
only on temporary or capricious props. Rich or 
poor, white or black, great or small, wise or foolish, 
in season or out of season, in the right or in the 
wrong, whosoever wil speak and whosoever will 
hear let him hear. And let no man pretend to the 
prerogativ of judging another man’s liberty. In 
this respect there is, there ean be, no superiority of 
persons or privileges, nor the slightest pretext for 
any.” 

This is the platform on whieh Wright, Seaver, the 
Footes, the Lelands, Bennett, Wakeman, Mra. 
Colman, Andrews, Rawson, and the rest demanded 
repeal of Comstock's “law” in 1878, and it must 


continue to be the stamping ground of all believers 
in freedom, order, and progress. Dr. Foote quotes 
you as saying that you will fight for the right of 
another to differ from you. In this are your intelli- 
gence and sincerity apparent; for recognition of 
another’s right to dissent and upset us if he can 
by honest argument is proof of faith in our own 
position. The Massachusetts Bill of Rights, the 
federal and every state constitution, theoretically 
assert freedom of conscience, speech, and the press, 
but anyone looking into popular evil, established 
sin, gets the door slammed in his face; the rogues 
try to remove us rather than abolish the sin exposed 
by us; they try to destroy the physician rather than 
help him cure the ill. When wiser counsels prevail 
the reformer is seen to be right and the rogues go 
down. According to the Declaration of Independ- 
ence it is our right and may be our duty to alter or 
abolish the government itself. As Governor 
Andrew said, one has the right to be wrong, to go 
to hell at his own risk and cost. It is an ineffable 
impertinence for one to undertake to tell another 
what he or she may or may not say or do. 

In 1872, the first year of its life, the Word de- 
manded repeal of Comstock’s “Zaw.” The cases of 
Woodhull, Train, Lant, Foote, Bennett, and of the 
many Others he has assaulted, made the villainy of 
his “law” more and more apparent. Dr. Foote's 
„Plain Home Talk” opened the eyes of millions of 
readers to the importance of the questions of physi- 
ology, morals, and hygiene, which he was one of the 
first to unfold. Yet here come the church pimps, 
the pious “decoys,” who liv by keeping the people 
superstitious, ignorant, and vicious, with a“ law” 
fisreely limiting right to acquire and impart knowl- 
edge ; and they now so far control the federal govern- 
ment that reform newspapers of explicit opinions 
cannot be.delivered to regular subscribers in these 
states! Every guarantee of liberty is struck down, 
and the terrorism is so intense that there is not an 
editor in New England, outside of prison, that dare 
tell the truth. 

When in Washington, in March, 1888, I found in 
the attic of the Oapitol the great petition, still there 
on a roll, which, bearing seventy thousand names, 
General Butler presented to Congress in 1878 for 
repeal 5f Oomstock’s “law; in 1889 Hon. Amos 
Oummings, Damocrat, member of Congress, of New 
York, introduced a bill explicitly demanding repeal. 
I trust the National Defense Association wiil reprint 
and put in circulation the petitions, in order that the 
people may hav a chance to work for this greatly 
needed liberation. Osged here now 383 days, as I 
go from my cell to the shop I see, over the prison 
wall, the top of Bunker Hill monument, a reminder 
of faith in freedom once activly insurgent here, yet 
now, in these opulent states, newspapers are sup- 
pressed, editors imprisoned, and Boston has no] As to the Confederate currency, the) government 
public word or protest. A paper, misnamed Liberty, | issuing it was overthrown. Had the Confederate 
is dumb; the brave old Investigator is silent; Zola’s | government stood, doubtless it would hav paid all 
* Money," which circulates intact, unhurt, in Paris, | its debts. 
is expurgated, mutilated, for fear of vice society| A government that issues money and then repudi- 
censors, in the home of Adams, Hancock, and | ates it is a fraud and a robber. F. H. Marse. 
Garrison! Truth seeking and utterance are your busi-| Globe Village, Mass. l 
ness; BO I trust Governor Andrew’s words grandly JJ ne 
affirming the right of your work will not be unwel- A Wail from the Walls of Zion. 

Flying straws indicate the direction of the wind. 


come. . Ezza H. Hzrwoop. ' 
State Prison, P. O. Box 100, Charleston, Mass., Owing to opinions recently spoken and published 
Aug. 10, T.. 1 here against the Bible and church, eg Dahlonega 
saints hav become much vexed and extremely solicitous 
What Is Money? for the safety of their old antiquated idol. On last. 
night they held a mass-meeting at the Methodist 


soon after that as John Sherman ordered, contrary to 
law, that the balance of the greenbacks should be 
received at par for customs dues, they at once went 
up to par with gold and hav. been there ever since, 
and sometimes at a premium. 

"What an absurd quibble Mr. Brown makes over 
the two words, make and “coin.” If to coin is 
not to make, what is it? 

To coin is £o convert into legal money by a stamp, 
which oan be put on paper better than on metal. 

If gold and silver were noi in demand for coinage 
into money what would they be worth in market? 
Probably about one-fourth of their. present fictitious 
cr nominal value, so there you see their intrinsic 
value, But Mr. Brown has the same folly of Mr. 
Hertwig of comparing our treasury notes to the 
French assignats, the Continental paper, and the 
Confederate currency. Tha assignats were based on 
the confiscated Iands of the priests and nobles, to 
which the revolutionary government had no legal 
title. They were never made a full legal tender and 
were always much depreciated. They were redeem- 
able in the confiscated lands, and very many located 
small farms paying for them in assignats. But when 
the old government was restored, these confiscated 
lands that remained unsold were restored to their 
original owners. But the restored government 
never dared to touch the lands of the small farmers 
who had paid for them in assignata. 


three hundred millions of the Continental money 
cutstanding, representing the indebtedness of the 
people to its holders. It was a just debt for value 
received, for services and material. Without that 
money the people could never hav gained their inde- 
pendence. It should hav been made a full legal 
tender for all debts, public and private, based on the 
whole wealth of the country, and not on gold and 
silver. Unfortunately at that time the people had 
no artisans to coin greenbacks that could not be 
counterfeited and consequently the English flooded 
the country with counterfeits that could not be dis- 
tinguished from the genuin. If at that time the 
government had given those credits on its books in- 
stead of on floating paper, the counterfeits could hav 
been avoided. But one great folly the people then 
committed was to base this enormous amount on 
gold and silver. At that time there was not over 


which would be about seventeen mills on the dollar. 
Surely that was trying to stand a pyramid on its apex. 
However, there was never any good reason for not 
paying that debt. And the government of the 
United States did finally make appropriations to pay 
it, so far as the demands at that time could be ascer- 
tained. 


To raze Epor or Tae Truru Szexer, Sir: I 
notice in Tae Trore Szexzr of August 15:h & very 
unsatisfactory answer to the above question by J. 
M. Brown. 

That is money which the law makes money, 
whether gold, silver, or paper. Mr. Brown's position 
that nothing but metal can be coined is perfectly 
absurd. Cannot the government put its stamp on 
paper as well as on metal? Is either money before 
the government stamp is put on it? Has the United 
States ever issued any currency that was a fall legal 
tender for all debts public and private that was not 
always at par with gold or at a premium! Never! 
The first sixty millions of greenbacks issued by the 
government were of this kind, and were always at 
par with gold and sometimes at a premium. And 
bad all the subsequent issues contained the full legal 
tender clause as the bill passed the House provided, 
they would always hav been at par with gold or at a 
premium. But the damphool Senate at the dictation 
of the convention of bankers assembled at Washing- 
ton, before whom the damphool committee on finance 
of the Senate was summoned, dictated to them to 
put the damnable exception on the back, which the 
damphools did, which brands them, and all the Sen- 
ate who voted for it, as damphools and mere pimps 
of Wall street. And after this these same bankers 
did all in their power to depreciate these issues 
which they had induced the government to partially 
repudiate, and then bought them up at forty or fifty 
cents on the dollar with their gold, and then induced 
another damphool Congress, pimps of Wall street, to 
allow them their full face in United States bonds 
with semi-annual interest payable in gold and to 
burn up the greater part of the greenbacks. But as 


the circumstances. The general agent of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society was present as master of cere- 
monies and chief orator.. All other meetings were 
postponed, and there was a general outpouring of the 
faithful; as everybody was invited, urged, and im- 
portuned to “come out to the help of the Lord.” 
Oheering words were expected from the distinguished 


standing, his warning utterance carried no hope to 
the ear of his anxious hearers. He represented 
Zion in a languishing condition. The love of many 
had waxed cold, and the interest in God’s blessed 
word was growing less and less. Brazen-faced Infi- 
delity. stalked forth defiant, and boldly fulminated 
its frightful heresies in a manner appalling to con- 
template. The finances of the American Bible 
Society were in a deplorable state, and foreign dis- 
tribution was not only checked, but many home 
eolporteurs were dismissed for want of funds to pay 
them. Several others spoke for the Bible and Jesus, 
and the amount of idiotic, senseless, silly twaddle 
indulged in was nothing short of a downright dis- 
grace to the grand intellectual age in Which we liv. 
But after all the meeting was a hopeful one to 
Liberals, as it revealed the fact that the general 
masses in sentiment, refinement, and decency are 
outgrowing the contents of that old conc" Lern. 
tion of error, outrage, and obscene 2... onlled 
the Bible. Warren Sucre. 
Dahlonega, Ga., Aug. 3, 1891. 


Senp for catalog of our publications. Sent free 
on application. 


At the close of the Revolutionary war there was ` 


five millions of gold and silver in the country on 
which to base the whole three hundred millions, 


church to consider what was best to be done under . 


mogul of the American Bible Society, yet notwith- - 
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The Money Question. 

Now, gentlemen, let me tel: you what kind of a 
dollar I want. And a dollar that suits me is good 
enough for any other man—and altogether too good 
for a king. 

But first let me tell you what kind of a dollar I do 
not want: I do not want a dollar of gold in any 
shape you can fix it. Why, bless your soul—if you 
hav got one, and it has ever been any use to you— 
I hav got along for almost sixty years without any 
gold dollars, and I hav got along about as well as 
the majority. 

I do not wanta dollar in silver, nor a half-dollar 
or quarter-dollar in silver. I like the present coin- 
age of dimes, nickels, and cents, for that represents 
about the normal condition of my purse, and for 
dimes and pennies, why, “Barkis is willin’.” 

-I do not want a dollar of gold or silver certificates. 
Some say that it is the best money we hav ever had 
because it has intrinsic value behind it. Bosh 
Intrinsic value !?! Suppose some canoe-loads of 
nativs from Congo would come up to Washington 
some fine Sunday morning, sound the treasury, 
load the swag into their canoes, and pull for home. 
When in the sea of Sargossa a storm sends the whole 

: outfit to the bottom. "Where is the value of your 
intrinsic? “Ridiculous! Congo! Ridiculous! Such 
a thing is not even supposable.” Ridiculous, do 

vou say—very well, then, suppose Russis, the German 
empire, and Great Britain form a triple alliunce 

(stranger things than that hav happened) and slyly 

send over their navies, cut the Atlantic telegraph, 

and pounce down simultaneously on Boston, New 

York, and Washington, and carry off the dollars, 

. bricks, and bars—then where is your ridiculous 
intrinsic ? 

I do not want any United States greenbacks that 
read, “The United States wii? pay.” No, sir, I do 
not want any of them. 

But what I do want is a United States greenback 
' that reads: United States of America. One dollar. 
Thia bill is a legal tender for all debts, dues, and 
demands. Washington, D. O., July 4, 1892.” 

I make the date July 4, 1892, because I do not 
see how I can wait any longer than that date. 

Of course we want some fives and tens, and since 
Sam Jones fails to fill his $500 contract with me, 
we had better hav some fifties and one hundreds. 

Then I want some fifty and twenty-five cent 
fractional currency—the best and most convenient 
change we ever had. I want it made a felony to dis- 
perde this money and piracy or treason to counter- 

eit it. : 

Then every one of those bills would stand up and 
gay, I am a dollar, or ten dollars, ete. 

And every map, woman, and child in the United 
States would be loyal enough, and patriotic enough, 
and hav confidence enovgh in the stability of the 
government, to uphold and redeem them in good 
honest labor, produce of brawn or brain, as long 
as they are usable. 

Then Uncle Sam should call them—the unusable 
ones—in and say, “ Well done, good and faithful, 
enter into my erematory, and forthwith issue 
another of the same denomination to take its place to 
bless and gladden all mankind. L. L. Goopwix. 

St. Elmo, Tenn., Aug. 15. 1891. 


LU an aa kkkkkç1knĩ6ĩß—rß51r— 
A Voice From the West Indies. 
A MIRAOLE AT THE END OF THE OENTURY. 


Natural phenomena of a disquieting nature, as 
earthquakes, storms, conflagrations, etc., hav a ten- 
dency to raise in religious souls aspirations of 
ardent faith caused by these geological or atmos- 
pherical disturbances. People do not fail for the 
least thing to exclaim, miracle! and this with such 
enthusiasm and extraordinary conviction as noth- 
ing can equal. . 

On the morning of Saturday, 34 July, the inhab- 
itants of the island of Martinique had had such a 
disagreeable waking from their slumbers that the 
last oscillations of the ground had not as yet passed 
away when already in a village of the island a 
number of inhabitants were making their way to a 
point of the locality where there is a modest chapel 
or unpretentious throne with a statue of the Virgin 
of Seven Sorrows. The virgin, many trustworthy 
witnesses affirm, during the event of the morning, 
dreading to receive over her plaster head the walls of 
the chapel, which would hav added an eighth to her 
seven sorrows, had disappeared from the very first 
shock, to reappear at the last oscillation. A pious 
woman, who had a desire to hear on that day an 
early mass, had left her house very early that morn- 
ing and was the only person who had seen the 
miracle. 

A number of people had run to the spot sanctified 
by the mysterious phenomenon which had just 
happened, apparition and disspparition without 
trick or prestidigitator’s wand, commented upon the 
event, and tongues plied freely, when a farce-player 
amused himself in relating the following miracle 
which had happened in the same locality some time 
before, and which made everybody laugh save a few 
devotees who were geandalized about it, and nobody 


authority for it can be found in the Bible. 


thought more about the miraculous disapparition of 
the Virgin of Seven Sorrows, attributing to his nar- 
ration & sort of identical cause. 
Here are the facts as I heard them, without 
amplification or diminution : 
About thirty years ago. there lived an old lady 
who was a great devotee; she woke up before day- 
"break, went to communion regularly every morning, 
and was a source of admiration to the whole populace, 
even the curé of the parish, so firm were her con- 
victions in the exercise of her religious duties. 
Married to an honorable man, but somewhat a 
skeptic, she beheld with pain her husband’s rather 
irreverent discourse and attitude at times concern- 
ing religion and sacred things. 
This is what happened to her once: One morning 
returning from an early mass, which is said in the 
village at dawn, upon entering her apartment she 
saw an extraordinary vision. A superb plaster saint, 
with rosy cheeks, gilded, and with blue robes girded 
about it, and who was venerated under the name of 
Joseph; had descended from the altar raised to his 
honor in a conspicuous part of the room and was 
advancing through the apartment, slowly and some- 


what capriciously, without the bottom of the statue 


 seeming to touch the ground. Imagin the good 
lady's astonishment ; she had just made a promis to 
Mary, and behold her divine spouse, the amiable 
father of Jesus, leaving heaven, where he must be 
very happy, to come and manifest himself to one 
of the faithful adherents of his wife. ' 

Damb with terror, stupefied with pain, the good 
lady dared not move; she had fallen upon her kneeg 
with folded arms; she contemplated with increasing 
stupor the irregular movements of the saint. At 
last a loud cry which the whole house reéshoed 
loudly escaped from her throat. People ran to the 
spot, the news was communicated ; the good lady’s 
St. Joseph walks; the servants, as astonished as 
their mistress, hurried themselvs through the stairs ; 
the curate is sent for and he comes to witness the 
miracle, and on the journey prepares a sermon for 
the following Sunday on, What time was ever so fertil 
in miracles? i 

The curé arrived amidst a multitude of enthusias- 
tic parishioners, who placed themselvs in presenge of 
the marvelous statue, more curious than the good 
Jady and her neighbors. . The curè, whe has excellent 
reasons for nob having such unshaken faith as that 
of his clients, witnesses the strange movements of 
the statue and its tendency to go toward the furni- 
ture as if to penetrate under. ; 

Forgetting the severe punishment which befell 
Dathan and Abiron when they dared to touch the ark 
of the covensnt, the curé laid an impious hand on 
the statue, which stopped briskly. Xincouraged in 
his impunity he raises the saint. . . . What 
stupor, what rage, holy indignation! Each could 
see, Clearly attached to the socket of the statue and 
altogether out of view, a large land turtle called in 
these islands morocoy, of which cooks make peppered 
ragouts gratifying to the palate. 

The good lady faints away. The curé with a kick 
sends the body of the miracle rolling to the floor 
against the furniture. The good lady's husband, 
who was strongly suspected to hav been the author 
of this joke, made no appearance at home during 
the day. E. S. 


The Bible. 

The time is coming when one of the greatest won- 
ders of the world will be, how such a book as the 
Bible could ever be palmed off on rational beings, 
capable of thinking, as the inspiration of & being 
supreme in power, wisdom, justice, love, and- meroy. 
It is far more like the work of partial, ignorant, 
unjust, wrathful, hurtful, vindictiv tyrants than a 
being worthy to be called God. 

“ With thy money thou mayest buy wine or strong 
drink or whatsoever thy soul lusteth after.” Could 
the worst libertin, debauchee, or harlot ask for 
more liberty ? : 

“ Wine cheereth the heart of God and man." Here 
it makes God a wine-bibber. : 

* With thy money thou mayest buy bondsmen and 
bondswomen of the heathen round about thee; and 
if thou beat thy bondsman that he die, nevertheless, 
if he livs three days after the beating, it is nobody’s 
business, for he is thy money.” A beautiful speci- 
men of impartiality, wisdom, love, and kindness 
to come from a divine source! We hav tried slavery, 
and it has cost near a million of lives of our most 
robust men, and many millions of dollars, and filled 
the. country with pensioned crippler, widower, and 
orphans, and all kinds of vice, and now one-half our 
working people whom our government of villains 
hav robbed of their birthright to land are as much 
slaves as the colored people were before the war. 

Recently I hav read the head-lines of every chap- 
ter in the Old Testament and three hundred whole 
chapters, and such another dirty mess of stuff I 
never found in any other bock; and here declare 
that the Bible has cursed the human race more than 
any if not all other books ever published. There has 


hardly ever been a sin or crime committed but what 
The 


Bible has caused millions of the best people of their 
time to be slain, and even now is dividing the 
people of this nation into one hundred and forty 
different sects, causing each sect to hate all the 


others. : . 


The Bible contains more than one hundred 
absolute contradictions and abounds in falsehoods. 

It says David was a man after God’s own heart, 
which is understood to be a good man, when the 
fact is exactly the reverse. He was one of the most 
licentious, bloody old villains that ever cursed his 
race. He kept a house full of wives and concubines, 
and when he wanted another he had only to send a 
man to fetch her. He saw Urish's wife bathing at 
a distance, which so fired hie unbridled passions 
that he sent a man to fetch her, and after he had 
debauched her he wanted to get Uriah ont of the 
way that he might hav her all to himself. He cent 
Uriah a dish of food, but Uriah probably thought it 
was poisoned and would not eat it. He then put 
him in the front of battle to get him killed, and was 
so anxious to make it a sure thing that he put his 
soldiers nearer the walls of the city than usual, and 
thus, in his anxiety to kill Uriab, many others were 
slain that would not hav been if they had not gone 
so near the wall to be sure of having Urieh killed. 
A woman threw a piece of a millstone from the wall 
and killed a man! So, old David, the man after 
God's own heart, killed quite a number in securing 
Uriah's wife. 

I counted eight wives that David had before he 
went to Jerusalem, and the Bible says that after he 
went there he took more wives and concubines, but 
does not say how many, but gives the names of 
thirteen more children that were born to him there. 
When David got frightened and fled from Absalom, 
he left ten concubines to keep house. And Absalom 
got in with them to spite David, which made the 
treacherous old fellow so mad that he sent the con- 
cubines away, nevér saw them again, for he had 
enough others, but had them shut up and kept them 
shut up as long as they lived! 

When David was at home he was always cursing 
his enemies and preying for their destruction, in- 
stead of laboring to reform and save them. And 
then, when he got the least whim against a city or 
8 tribe he would go out with his army and kill several 
thousand men, and bring home plunder enough to 
support his harem a dozen years! A man after 


God's own heart ought to hav children of decent 


character, but David's children were as licentious as 
himself. Read Sam. xiii, 11, and see how Amnon, 
the son of David, treated his sister Tamar at the 
advice of his cousin, and then tell me if a God would 
— ada men to write such stuff for young people to 
rea 

This is only a mere sketch of the filthiness of 
David and his family. And he is called a man after 
God’s own heart. Then there is his son Solomon 
called the wisest man, while his seven hundred 
wives and three hundred concubines prove him the 
greatest fool of all history. 

Let us see what kind of food the Bible God givs 
some cf his children. Read Lev. xxvi, 29; Isa. 
xxxvi, 12. 

Aud for a specimen of the chastity and politeness of 

the Bible God read Isa. iii, 17. Do not fail to read 
these passages and then throw your Bible into the 
fire as the filthiest and most harmful book ever 
published. 
. As St. Wanamaker the postmaster has pronounced 
the Bible a suitable book to pass through the mails, 
will he please use this article and the scripture it 
refers to as a lesson in his Sabbath-school and pub- 
lish the result? J. Haoxer. 

Vineland, N J. 


: — Oo — 
The Lord's Prayer, Revised Translation. 


Our Father who art in heaven, unhallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come—like Tilden's adminis- 
tration. Thy will be done on earth—vo¢ as tis in 
heaven; for there was Satan cradled, and thence 
St. John beheld the carnage of celestial war, while 
Job heard God “ charge his angels with folly.” Giv 
us this day our daily bread—in proportion as by 
honest toil, and not by sacred sophistry, we earn it; 
and forgiv us our transgressions as we forgiv Thee for 
Thine alleged outrages on mankind. Lead us not 
into Crusade, but deliver us from Inquisitions; and 
gave us at last in oblivion for Bradlaugh the Reform- 
er’s sake. : 

Amen ! M. L. SaLrER. 

Williams, Ariz., Aug. 2, 1891. 

— MÀ 


How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and 
thus save a half dollar apiece. 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on hia stand 
or in his shop window. Be sure that he displays the 
pictures. 

3. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to take off his 
hands at the end of he week any that remain unsold. 
If he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
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among your acquaintances. : On your request, we 


will gend you back-number sample copies free. 


5. Leave a copy occasionally where if will be 
picked up—in the. train, in the factory, in the 


meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts, 
and when convenient hand one to a friend. 


7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend 
to take it, - 


— . — 
More Fossil Footprints. 
From the Springfield Repubdtican, 

Several footprints of raptila of various dimensions 
hav lately been discovered about three miles from 
Holyoke upon the rock in G. L. Bosworth’s quarry 
near the shore of the Connecticut river which hav 
caused considerable excitement and elicited many 
inquiries. These discoveries occur not infrequently, 
more than twelve thousand such footmarks having 
already been brought to light, and, in fact, it is well 
known throughout the scientific world that the new 
red sandstone of the Connecticut valley, which extends 


about one hundred and ten miles from north to 


south and averages about twenty miles in width from 
east. to west, is one of the most prolific depositories 
of fossil prints. Slabs of this stone, having upon 
them the wonderful indentations, can be found in al- 
most all the museums of this continent and Europe. 

A few days ago, accompanied by my friend, Pro- 
fessor Woodman, who is, as the world knows, one of 
the most profound scholars in the natural sciences, 
I visited Mr. Bosworth’s quarry. The soil over the 
rocks, which is not very thick at that locality, had 
been removed and left exposed an extensiv ares, upon 
which a large number of tracks are apparent. Pro- 
fessor Woodman said that in all his ramblings 
through the world he had not seen such s large num- 
ber clustered together in so circumscribed a space. 
Several of the tracks can be traced from one end of 
the quarry to the other. There is not only a large 
number of them, but they are of various sizes, and 
were made by animals of different species, although 
the conformation of the foot indicates that they be- 
long to the same genus. Some of the tracks measure 
eighteen inches in length and ten in width ; others are 
ten inches long, sud there are others that do not 
measure more than three or four inches, and are of 
proportional width. A. slab taken out near the edge 
of the public road which forms the northern boundary 
of the quarry, has two large, well-delineated tracks 
upon its surface four feet six inches apart, which in- 
dicate the stride in the step of the animal. All the 
tracks bear the same conformation of the foot—that 
is, all hav only three toes, and the steps bear the same 
characteristics; they are single; that is, made by 
bipeds. There is no doubt they are much smaller 
now than when first made. The mud in drying up 
must hav contracted considerably to become as the 
rock is to-day—of crystalline texture. 

Many of these fossil prints bear a close resem- 
blance to the tracks of birds, so much so that for 
years many of them were believed to hav been made 
by some of the feathered tribes, but since the discov- 
ery of the dinosaurs in the triassic strata the ques- 
tion has been definitly settled: There is no doubt 
now that these tracks were made by several species 
of reptils which hav already been found in the tri- 


nssic beds of Nevada and California, and on the west- 


ern slope of the Rocky mountains. The numerous 
tracks found show that these animals formed a large 
genus, with very many species. One species had 
three toes, another had four, and another five. The 
three-toed was the most numerous and produced 
species of enormous sizes. The brontozoum gigan- 
teum, the otozoum moodii, belong to the three-toed 
variety and were from fourteen to fifteen feet in 
hight. The four-toed and five-toed species were not 
quite so numerous, but they produced individuals 
of still greater dimensions. Specimens hav been 
found that measured eighteen feet in hight and 
twenty-four inches in length. 

The fossils of all these animals show that all the 
species had large heads, saurian-like, with enormous 
teeth. They had all four legs but made little use of 
their forelegs, which were very small and atrophied 
for want of use. These characteristics indicate that 
they were in form as well as in habits closely al- 
lied to the bird family. The fact that they walked 
on their hindlegs, that their bones were hollow like 
those of birds, that they had the same conforma- 
tion of the foot, and were biped in their habits, 
points to the conclusion that they were the primi- 
tiv sketches of & new design which was just in the 
stage of its evolution, an intermediate form or 2 
connecting link emerging from the reptilian genus 
into the genus bird. They are surely nearer the 
type bird than that of any other, and if it were not 
for their forelegs they might be classed at once as the 
primitiv genus of the feathered tribe. 

The fact that they had teeth does not preclude 
the possibility of their being intermediate between 
reptils and birds, because teeth were a very com- 
.mon appendage to the primitiv birds, and sre stil) 
found with some of our living birds. The parrot and 


the penguin hay rudiments of teeth and alveolar proc- 


others ere often met with. In 1842 the late Pro- 


mammalians, and the mammalians into the genus homo, 
brffla our imagination. 


geology, that is the azoic, or time previous to the 
appearance of the organic life; the eozoie, or the 
time when life first appeared ; the paleozoic, or age 
of fishes; the mesozoic, or age of reptils; the 
cenozoic, or the age of the mammalians. 
evolution of a class of animals into other classes 
and species is called an age; the group of rocks 
laid during an age is an era, and each rock of 


is the age of fishes, and comprises the Devonian era, 
which is composed of the “ Portage,” Hamilton, 
corniferous, and the Oriskany periods. 
nology of a rock is determined by its fossils if it is 
sedimentary, and by its chemical or physical compo- 
sition and arrangement if it is plutonic. These minor 
points are indispensable for the intelligent study of 
the science and to enable one to grasp its intrinsic 
problems. 


I useter 
"Todd high old times they useter hav a-prayin’ an’ a-shoutin’, 
While I sot there an’ looked around a-thinkin’ an’ a-doubtin’. 
** Come on to glory! Now's the day! Don’t put it off no 
The win’s of love is blowin’ now, God’s grace is gittin’ 
Thus raved the parson as he howled an’ long an’ louder 


But I sot there an’ shuck my head an’ sorter smiled an’ 


“ Is there a soul in here to-night,” the parson yelled with 


Is there à man or woman here w. 
Git up before me if you dare an’ let me hear your story.” 


-I sot there quiet, didn't stir, although I felt I orter 
Rise up in the meetin’ an’ do up that godly snorter. 
" Young man,” he yelled, you are condemned to endless 


Will you go down to hell from here amongst these weepin’ 


I looked the parson in the eye, I felt my nerves grow 


J couldn't stand his wicked look, no, not a minit longer; 
I sprung right up an’ raised my hand an’ said above the 


“Tf you iru git me on my knees, ole fellow, you must 
t 


He never helped me hoe my corn nor guarded me in danger, 
He never.comes to help the weak when strugglin’ with 


He's always on the strongest side in ev'ry land an’ nation. 


esses. That. conformation in fossil birds was the 
law and its absence the exception. Several species 
bad jaws like saurians and were saurian-like in their 
disposition and habits. The areboopteryx, the ga- 
stornis, the hesperornis, the ichthyornis, and many 
others were of that sort. Some of these birds had 
teeth three inches in length, sharp and pointed. 

But the dinosaurs were not the only animals 
which had the privilege to roam over the muddy 
plain of this valley. .A large number of other foot- 
prints hav been found which must hav been made by 
other animals belonging to different orders. The 
tracks of the labyrinthodonts, the enaliosaurs, the 
belodonus lepturus, the dromatherium, and many 


fessor Hitchcock had already examined two thousand 
which had been made by thirty-two species of bipeds 
and fourteen species of quadrupeds. 

In regard to footprints, the question upon which 
centers the greatest interest is not about their num. 
ber or nature, nor of the character or disposition of 
the animals that made them, but in their immense 
antiquity. If they dated only a few years back they 
would not be noticed. But their age is so immense 
that we can never form an adequate conception of 
its duration, and it is so with all geological periods. 
The number of centuries required to bring the state 
of the earth from a vaporous mass into its concrete 
form, and then through the series of transformations 
which bav marked the evolutions of the radiates into 
the articulates, and these into the mollusks, and the 
mollusks into the fishes, and the fishes into the rep- 
tils, and thereptilsinto the birds, and the birds into 


The only means we hav to 
unravel the past is the division of time adopted for 


The 


an era is called & period; thus we say, the paleozoic 


The chro- 


— — — 
A Doubter's Reply. 


go to meetin’ some to hear the wimmin sing, 
see ole Parson Soanso go howlin’ round the ring; 


stronger.” 
shouted 


doubted. 


vigor 
“ That hasn't felt the spirit's might nor yielded to its rigor? 
o will not go to glory? 


death in hades. 


ladies ?” 
stronger, 


bustle, 


hustle. 
** I'm not afraid to liv nor die; your God to me's a stranger; 


priva'ion, 


Last year poor neighbor Jones was sick, he’s one of your 
own members ; 


His flre of zeal's a mighty blaze when your is coolin’ 


embers. 
He leads in meetin’ an’ he sings, he’s one of the anointed, 
If Jones gits left I swar the rest of you'll be disappointed. 


“ But mn his crop was in the grass you didn't try to aid 
m 
You hoed your corn an' left him thar just whar disease had 
laid him. 
Your elders an’ your sisteis here forgot that Jones was ailin’, 
They re mighty good to pray an’ sing but love is not their 
ailin’. 


“ I hitched my old gray mare an’ plowed your brother Jones's 
cotton 

An’ dug his ’taters that was neigh to sproutin’ an’ to 
rottin’, 

J fed his stock an’ went to mill an’ 'tended to his taxes. 

Jones is sittin’ over there an’ knows that these the facts is. 


“Now what's the use to haya God if he can’t ease your 
labors, 


Why do you pray to one you say 


is not a song-bird. A 
desire for money has 
taken all the tune out of 
his temples. 
never found in the for- 
ests or in the fields. 
Like the canary, he is to 
be seen only about the 
house. TE 
prays—for more money. ^. = 

He is a bird of prey. 
He livs on lambs. 
there was a Jerusalem 
toucan that called him- 
self the “lamb of God.” 
But he did not liv long 
after these words were 
spoken, for his fellow- 
toucans, always hungry 
once, or rather as soon as the law allowed. 


It he can't ‘put it in your hearts to help your sickly neigh ` 


bors? 


father ? 


Don’t you suppose he knows your needs without your endless 
bother? i 


„An' what's the use of singin’ sarms an’ shoutin’ to Jeho- 


vah ?. 


Did prayer ever plow yourcorn or singin’ cut your clover? 
Did preachin’ ever feed the poor or edicate your chillun ? 
It you will point out such a case I'll come up more'n willin’.” 


But nary elder said a word, the sisters quit their singin’, 

Ole Parson Soanso sot down, his tremblin’ hands a-wringin’, 
An’ as the meetin’ was broke up with nary sinner shoutin? 

I left an’ walked across the fields a-doubtin’ an’ a-doubtin’. 


Nashville, Tenn: W. H. &rrrzs. 


— — a 
Jerusalem Toucan (Toucana Jerusalema). 
The Jerusalem toucan l . 


He is 


He sometimes 


Once 


for lamb, crucified bim at 


E. MERRILL. 


— — a 
Explanatory. 
It was a church and steeple that the spirit of 


Henry Ward Beecher drew in Dr. Hansmann’s note- 
book; and on the tall spire there was & cross. 
therefore supposable that Mr. Beecher meant to say 
that the Catholie church was * the curse of creation.” 
There was no steeple on Plymouth church, much less 
a Cross. 


It is 


Buzz, 


— $4 — ————— 
Lectures and Meetings. 
S. P. Porwam’s lecture appointments for September and 


October are as follows : Crookston, Minn., September 1, 2, 
8; Jamestown, N. D, 5, 6; Boseman, Mont., 8, 9; Col- 
ville, Wash., 12, 18; Spangle, Wash., 15; Rosalia, Wash., 
16, 17; Oakesdale, Wash., 18; Palouse City, Wash., 19, 201 
Pascó, Wash., 22, 28; Nanaimo, B. C., 26 ; Wellington, B. C., 
27, 28; Snohomish, Wash., 80; Portland convention, October 
9, 4, 5; Grant’s Pass, 7, 8; Ban Francisco, 11. Will lecture 
in California through the months of October, November, 
December, and January, state convention January 29. 


Joon R. CHARLESWORTH will contmence his lecture trip 


September 6th, at Pittsburgh, Pa. His lecture appoint- 
ments for the present are as follows: September 6, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.; 10, Millersburg, O.; 12, 18, Shreve, O.; 14, 15, 
Nashville, O.; 20, Alliance, O.; 21, 22, Quincy, O; 28, 
North Baltimore, O.; October 6, Chicago, Ill; 7. 8, 9, 
Havana, III.; 11, Des Moines, Ia. It is his intention to 
visit the Pacific coast, if possible, having received several 
pressing invitations to lecture there, especially in California 
and Oregon. 
other places along the route desiring his services to lecture 
are requested to address him in care of R. G. Bmith, 
Alliance, O., until further notice. 


Friends in Nebraska, Colorado, Utah, and 


J. G. Hzzrwia, P. O. Box 418, Washington, D. C., 


intends to lecture during the forthcoming fall and winter 
on the following subjects: 1. National Taxation," oppos- 
ing the present custome and internal revenue systems of the 
United States and advocating a not graduated income tax in 
their stead, for raising the revenue necessary for the support 
of the government. 2. ‘‘Free Coinage,” advocating free 
and unlimited coinage, from American silver, of a temporary 
silver dollar, correct as to its bullion value, and, as soon as it 
can be accomplished, an international agreement as to a fixed 
ratio between gold and silver as monetary metals. 3. 
“Sunday Laws,” energetically opposing such laws, and, in 
addition, expounding the other demands of Liberalism. 
He urgently and sincerely solicits engagements for these 
lectures. 


em Áo Ma 


We are convinced that it is contrary to all moral 


i to teach that the guilty may be pardoned be- 
us the innocent hav suffered. The idea of the 


acrifice of life, whether of brute or man, for “the 

F of souls, is a wicked and hurtful notion. 
It has led to countless atrocities, and still works 
evil, leading the Pocasset Ohristian to strike his 
knife to the heart of his little girl, and probably 
influencing the assassin of the president in his 
wicked deed. Jesus was put to death by the Jews 
on the charge of sedition and blasphemy. He tried 
to avoid it, but was betrayed by Judas. How this 
oan be made an offering by God of his son for tke 
sing of the world is past comprehension. We hav 
no fear that men will be. worse if they lose the 
restraint of the idea that God, in all ages, has de- 
manded. the blood of the innocent as the condition of 
forgivness of the guilty.—-Hobert C. Adams. 
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Communications. 


The Single-Tax Question. 


Mr. Rousseau still continues to write under the. 


heading, * Homeless for a Week,” apparently oblivi- 
ous of the fact that Mr. Billings has long ago been 
provided for, and is now living in such luxury on his 
“pitiful pittance of $8 per week” —which is more 
than any farmer in Kansas is making by his labor, 
and more than any man without capital can make on 
free raw land anywhere—that he doubtless has him- 
self almost forgotten the incident entirely. . 

I was in hopes that Mr. Rousseau would giv us 
some good reason for believing in the single-tax 
theory ; for I am very anxious to hear of some 
* &perient resolvant” which will prove an efficacious 
remedy for the ills that the body politic is heir to. 
I remember that once in Illinois, when riding on 

- horseback to town, I was stopped by a man sitting 

_by the roadside, who hailed me with the words: “I 
say, sir, do you know of anyone who wants any 
kyarpenter work done? I am no hatchet-and-saw 
man; I am a kyarpenter. I served an apprentice- 
ship of seven years in Brooklyn.” Not long ago I 
began & newspaper discussion on the single tax with 
a bank cashier and political aspirant; but, like the 
“ornery” dog” which fought the widow’s fifteen- 
pound cat, he “kicked and flummixed and died” in 
the second round. I expect better things from Mr. 
Rousseau. Being a resident of Brooklyn, it may be 
safely affirmed that heis no hatchet-and-saw map, but 
a regular kyarpenter," who can construct a stately 
edifice, imposing to the eye and invulnerable to Kan- 
sas missile, out of single-tax materials slone. Being 
a truth seeker and truth lover, however, I must con- 
fess that the phrase, Vae quantum nihil, is barely 
repressible when I look over his page-and-a-half 
reply to my short article. Ib is true, he has con- 
structed an edifice, but it is only a chateau en 
Espagne, and the gaps in his fence are too numerous 
to be stopped by a castle in the sir with no better 
foundation than a “ midsummer night's dream.” 

Mr. Rousseau, in his first article, gave an account 
of the peregrinations of a certain Mr. Billings, who, 
for unassigned and presumably unassignable reasons, 
left his employment in New Jersey, and, without a 
penny in his pocket, wandered into the “realms of 
the unknown" city of New York in search of work. 

. As a natural consequence of his penniless condition, 
he was obliged to beg or starve until he obtained 
employment, which he did on the second or third 
day of his arrival in the metropolis, at $8 per week. 
Mr. Rousseau affirmed that the $8 per week was but 
a “ pitiful pittance,” and that if the single-tax scheme 
had been in operation and “natural opportunities " 
open, Mr. Billings could hav gone to market- 
gardening or employed his time in stone quarrying. 
In reply I wanted to know how Mr. Billings was going 
to build his fences, plow his land, build and furnish 
his house, and buy his seed without a penny in his 


pocket. You should remember, Mr. Rousseau, that 


the laborer cannot liv in your air castle while he ig 
market-gardening. I want to know whether these 
“natural opportunities” which the single taxer sighs 
for, include houses already built and furnished by 
other people. I would also like to know of what 
value a rock quarry would be to a penniless laborer 
who has no money to pay the rent-tax on it and 
therefore cannot gain access to it. Under the single- 
tax scheme, none but the rich would buy the stone 
after it was quarried, for they alone could sfford to 
pay the tax on land long enough to make improve- 
ments remunerativ. Mr. Rousseau has not answered 
these objections. He should take the overshot 
wheel out of his machinery before replying again. 
In my former letter I said that if the tax was all 
put upon land “those who were able to assert and 
, maintain their rights would get and keep all of the 
land to the exclusion of others.” Mr. Rousseau mis- 
takes the meaning of this sentence altogether when 
he imagins that a conspiracy on the part of capital 
would be necessary in order to carry it out. It is 
evident that whenever men are allowed to hold all 
the land which they are able and willing to pay the 
taxes on, men who, like Billings, hav nothing to pay 
taxes with will not hold any land. Those who hav 
the money will pay the taxes and will hold the land. 
` Those who hav no money will take their choice, 
“ Work or starve, damn you.” 
Mr. Rousseau says, What is necessary is this: 
take the value of the land and apply it for the use of 
the community.” In other words, make those who 
own the Iand pay yearly all that the use of the land 
is worth, and use the money in keeping the iaborer 
above the necessity of work. This scheme 
would, no doubt, prove very gratifying to the 
laborer—that is, if he has no  conscience— 
but it would not hurt the landlord He 
could easily import laborers to till his farms. The 
government might, of course, counteract and destroy 
the inclination of immigrants to rent or hire out by 
offering each one the respectable position of a man 
of leisure, fed and supported at government expense; 
but that would almost depopulate Europe, and cause 


ö a speedy downfall of this government. Besides, it 


would mean. simply confiscation, which is the same 
as repudiation of titles, and would present to the 
world the most gigantic spectacle of moral turpitude 
ever witnessed. Oonfiseation might be accomplished 
by a method much cheaper than that of gorging the 
treasury with a corruption fund in order to keep 
loafers and dead beats in comfortable idleness, and 
thousands of additional tax collectors, treasure- 
guardians, and food and clothing dispensers em- 
ployed at good salaries. If you mean confiscation, 
why not adopt some cheap and easy method? If you 
de not mean confiscation, you do not mean anything 
but to throw an additional burden upon labor. It is 
a favorit postulate of the single taxers that labor 
pays all the taxes; and yet they propose to benefit 
labor by raising the taxes to the highest limit. They 
forget their own premises, and argue as though 
capital could be compelled to pay taxes. The only 
way you can compel capital to pay more than its 
share of taxes is by confiscation ; and if that is what 
you want, ssy 60, and let us at once proceed to in- 


quire whether justice in this land demands that all 


title-deeds, bought and paid for, and guaranteed by 
the whole people, shall be repudiated and their value 
stolen. 

Right across the road from where I sit writing livs 
an old man, who, with his wife, occupies a home on 
a forty-acre farm which they hav bought and paid 
for with money which they hav earned by hard labor. 
They are now too old to work much, and hav nothing 
to liv on except the rent of their farm. The single- 


tax scheme wculd take from them every penny of 


their present living, while giving them nothing in 
return. It would act just asa brigand would do, and 
I want to know if such a law would not hav brigands 
for its supporters. There are still about five hun- 
dred millions of acres of vacant public land which 
osn be had for nothing. Why do not those who 
want land take a homestead? Will the single tax 
make these lands worth any less than nothing! 

I talked with a single-tax advocate recently. 
This man refused to teach a school last winter in the 
country because the district would only giv him $40 
per month. He wants to get a farm. I asked him 
why he did not go West and take up a claim. He re- 
plied that he did not want to go outside the pale of 
civilization. No, but he wants to steal the improved 
and now valuable farms which old settlers now own, 
but which they once went outside of civilization to 
get, and suffered innumerable hardships in order to 
keep until they should become valuable. 

Mr. Rousseau says the large ranches in Oalifornia 
are all being divided up into small farms. Then 
Oalifornia does not need the single tax. Increase of 
taxes does not necessarily compel the speculator to 
sell his land; it only compels him to put it to use. 
But, as the single tax is rated according to land 
values, vacant land now open to homesteaders or 
held by speculators would be taxed no higher than 
at present until civilization had grown up toit. The 
burden would be on valuable farms, and those who 
tilled them would be compelled to either pay the tax 
in addition to the rent or else go to the unciviliasd 
and uncultivated waste. The ranches in Oalifornia 
were sold doubtless because the cattle and sheep 
business did not pay as well as formerly owing to 


low prices of products and increased value of land. 


This law naturally operates without legislativ inter- 
ference, although free hides and low tariff on wool 
may hav had something to do with it. 

Mr. Rousseau says that under the operation of the 
single tax “the only aim of. the landholder will then 
be to make what. he has produce all it possibly can.” 
I do not see why. The aim of Henry George in 
advocating the single tax, as told by himself, is to 
ultimately cause the tax to absorb. the land value, 
and why should a man improve his farm or try to 
make it more productiv when the rent is sure to 
absorb all the extra profits? I might answer Mr. 
Rousseau in his own words: “No sane man would 
spend the capital or labor necessary to cultivate a 
farm, if when he had improved it and was ready to 
gather his crops any wandering Tom, Dick, or 
Hurry [or all of the Toms, Dicks, and Harrys 
together] could come up to him and say, I hav the 
same right to this farm that you hav, it being as 
much mine as yours. I propose to hav half it 
produces.” 

Mr. Rousseau says: “Mr. Darrow seems to hold 
the genera! opinion that men do not need land, but 
only the results of labor" And then he mentions 
* MoKeever’s hog,” which wanted only acorns, not 
osk trees. I hav known a great many men to liv 
quite comfortably without owning a foot of land. 
The principal of our city school receives $100 per 
month and livs in a rented house. When in the real 
estate business I once tried to sell some land to a 
man who ssid he did not want to buy, for he had 
“too damned much land now.” If all men who do 
not own land ara hogs, must the others therefore 
resign their titles to them ? 

Mr. Rousseau says that bare land allied with bare 
labor is a strong combination. Well, it may be so, 
but if the two were sufficient of themselvs the farm- 
ers of Kansas, Iowa, and Nebraska would not now 


‘not getting their share. 


be so deeply in debt for money borrowed for 
improvement purposes. If land, not money, is the 
desideratum, why will families mortgage their homes 
to obtain money? Labor parts with its all to get a 
loan and then curses the money-lcaner for his accom- 
modation. The loaner, to be sure, expects good pay 
for the use of his money; but if it was no accommo- 
dation to the farmer to get it not a dollar would. be 
loaned. Mr. Billings would hav passed by ten thou- 
sand acres of free and unused land to get the 
“opportunity” of a job at $8 per week. It is often 
true that labor does not get its share of wealth, and 
it seems by the number of manufacturers and mer- 
chants going into insolvency that some of them are 
Rich men oftener commit 
suicide in proportion fo numbers than poor men. 
That proves nothing. 0. 

If Mr. Rousseau will read Lee Merriweather's 
“Tramp Trip Through Europe," he will find plenty of 
confirmation of my statement in regard to farm 
wages in Switzerland. He says the laboring 
mechanics on music-box making, after serving an 
apprenticeship of ten or twelve years in Switzerland, 
receive as high as $1 per day, which their employer 
regarded as a munificent sum. “An average of $1 
a day for the nicest, the most delicate mechanical 
work known.” Near the line between Switzerland 
and Italy he saw “the women harnessed to wagons 
like mules or oxen, and drawing great loads of hay 
that in New York Bergh would not allow a horse to 
draw” (p. 103). 

In Italy he found skillful weavers getting twenty- 
seven cents per day. In Belgium, “skilled paper- 
makers, iron-workers, woolen-weavers, eto., will not 
average more than fifty to sixty-five cents a day” 
(p. 247). He found boys and girls of twelve years 
earning in Germany only from nine to eighteen 
cents per week. Mr. Rousseau utters a truth when 
he says, “You can no longer satisfy the laboring 
men by telling them they are better paid than their 
fellow-toilers of other countries; but his remark 
does not apply to all It applies, doubtless, with 
much force, to those discontented miners at Connells- 
ville who purchased so many guns, ammunition, and 
whisky to enable them to fight the police when 
their families needed the money ; and itapplies to a 
certain union in Ohicago which claims to hav 
$1,000,000 laid up ready to go on a strike. It seems 
to me that $1,000,000 would be amply sufficient to 
enable them to start a coeperativ industry of their 
own, and, with their skilled workmen, they could 
easily do much better than to wage war against 
capital. I do not blame the laborers for combining 
together and for doing whatever they can legally 
and morally do to obtain just remuneration for their 
services ; but a man who has money to buy whisky 
and guns to help him to fight his employer, and uses 
his money for that purpose when his family is starv- 
ing, shows very plainly that he is not fit to hav a 
family, that he is too cowardly to fight when sober, 
and that he.is unfit to take care of his own interests, 
much less to cast & ballot intelligently. 

The labor population is the bone and sinew of the 
country, and as a rule, more virtuous and honest 
than the so-called “upper classes." They hav less 
time to study political economy, and are more liable 
to be led astray by political patent nostrum vendors. 
It was in New York city, crowded with foreigners 
uneducated in the principles of freedom, that Henry 
George received sixty thousand votes for mayor. 
Those laborers who hav enjoyed many years’ residence 
in this country are generally as well qualified to per- 
form the functions of citizenship as are the most 
favored classes in the land. Why? Because they 
enjoy educational privileges here such as are not 
within the reach of their fellow-toilers in other - 
countries. << 

“Tf, then, you require man to beg or buy land, 

you require him to beg or buy the privilege of 
working—that is to say, of living. This makes him 
a slave just as much as though he was sold on the 
auction-bicck to the highest bidder" (Edwards 
Rousseau). 
Did not every farmer and other land-owner who 
owns the land on which he livs hav to buy or beg the 
land which he cultivates? Is every landlord, there- 
fore, a slave? Is not this a very easy reductio ad 
absurdum? Single taxers talk of landlords as 
though the latter had stolen the land which they 
own. Was not nearly all of the land originally 
owned by the whole people eonjointly? and did they 
not sell it for all they could get? What right hav 
they now to take the land back without paying for 
it? „What is sauce for the goose is sauce for the 
gander.” If the people as a whole could receive 
money for the land, each individual who owns land, 
and has a quit-claim deed from the whole people, 
certainly ought to possess the same right. Fulsis 
in uno, falsus in omnibus. If the individual has no 
right to sell, and should not be paid for his title, 
ae en had the people to take Ais money for the 
and ? 

J imagin that the reason why there are not flax 
and linen factories in Kansas is that too many of the 
materials out of which linen, rope, twine, eto.. are 
made are admitted free of duty, and America 
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laborers prefer to work in some protected industry 
for good wages rather than to raise flax, and there- 
fore all the manufactories are located on the rea- 
board, convenient to the importer of these raw 
materials. Sites for factories emn be purchased in 
Kansas as cheaply as in any other country in the 
world (for nearer $800 than $8,000), according to its 
value for the purpose; but so long as sisal, manilla, 
and jute are admitted free, no one is willing to pay 
a higher price for goods made of flax, and as raw flax 
pays a duty, it cannot be imported and worked in 
competition with these other materials; so we buy 
most of our linen from foreigners and raise no flax. 
If the farmers of Kansas could dispose of the straw 
at good figures, flax, being a crop that is not Bo 
much affected by drouth as corn and wheat, would 
Boon become a profitable crop in Kansas, and the 
farmers would get better prices for their wheat. 
They could pay off their mortgages with a good pay- 
ing crop that never fails, and do so without crowding 
Ma ghee and corn growers of other states to the 
wall. 

We need more factories, more money, and less 
usury ; but we need five-wheeled wagons worse than 
we need the single tax. | A. H. Darrow. 

Hartford, Kan., Aug. 12, au. 291. 

To Cure Consumption. 

[Dr. James Barnsfather, a resident of Cincinnati, and one 
of our oldest subscribers, has discovered what he thinks to 
be a cure for consumption. The Times. Star of that city has 
interviewed him, and this is what the doctor claims: 

I am very hopeful I hav been working for over 
five years at this remedy, although I never said a 
word about it till 1890, when I was suffering from 

-a severe attack of la grippe. I did not expect to 
recover, and therefore I had published the tale of a 
few of my experiences with bacilli, My statements 
were very brief and unsatisfactory, but they con- 
tained. the essence of my principal experiments at 
the time, and I hoped that some younger bacteri- 
ologists would take up my investigations where I 
had left them, after getting the cue from my an- 
nouncement. But, so far, I hav not seen any articles 
on the subject. 
: I made this discovery accidentally, as I made two 
others. About five and a half years ago I was suf- 
fering with acute rheumatism, and making an inves- 
tigation of my case I discovered the bacillus of rheu- 
matism. But at the same time I had a very dear 
friend who was suffering from phthisis and whose 
father, sister, and brother had all died from the same 
disease. This lady friend of mine was so badly 
afflicted that the physicians said that she could not 
liv more than a year longer. Her lungs were exam- 
ined by suother physician than myself, and he found 
that she had consolidation of the right lung, a bad 
sputa, etc. Accidentally I inoculated her with the 
materis morbi, i.e., the germ of rheumatism. She 
was attacked by acute rheumatism, for I had not 
measured the amount of the inoculating material, 
but she began to show signs of improvement in her 
oase of phíhisis. She finally recovered from it alto- 
gether, as well as from her rheumatism, and she is 
to-day a well woman with no cough or sputa, and 
weighs over two hundred pounds. Here the ides 
struck me that we hav without doubt the antagonistic 
action of the rheumatic bacillus against the bacillus 
of phthisis pulmonalis, or tuberculosis. I was in 
Europe all last winter making arrangements for 
experiments which are now going on, and which, I 
hope, will prove the truth of my discovery. I made 
no experiments or observations myself beyond watch- 
ing the one case of which I told you, but I saw a 
great many eminent physicians about the antago- 
niam of the two species of germs, and these physi- 
cians stated emphatically that they had never found 
the rheumatic diathesis, or, as we ordinarily say, 
rheumatism, in combination with the phthisical con- 
dition in the same patient. Consequently I feel 
encouraged to bring this investigation hefore the 
public. — 

Now, then, what is my method? Just as Jenner 
took the vaccine of a cow and inoculated human 
beings to prevent small-pox, I take the rheumatic 
germs from the diseased joint of a person afflicted 
with rheumatism and inject them into a tuberculous 
patient by means of a hypodermic syringe inserted 
into the back between the two shoulder-blades. 
That's all. In my researches in microscopy, which 
has been my favorit field of medical science for the 
past twenty years, I found that the rheumatic 
bacillus is stronger than the bacillus of consumption 
and also that the one is antagonistic to the other. 
Whereon and wherever they are thrown together 
they try to destroy each other. There is a veritable 
struggle for existence, and the rheumatic bacillus 
always conquers. As soon as the consumption germs 
are destroyed the patient is given tonics and hia 
lungs built up again. If the lung is consolidated, 
as in the case aforementioned, all the foreign matter 
which fills it is thrown out and the lung resumes its 
normal work. Even if a cavity has been formed in 
the lungs a cicatrix or sear is formed over the cavity 
and the lung resumes. ite. function. How far this 
healing may go I cannot tell till I hav heard the 


June, 1875, I brought him evidences of my researches 


| mine, in this city, brought me & bottle of sputa from 


| acribers to this society hav a large share of that faith which 


result of the experiments that are being conducted 
for me. Another result of these experiments will be. 
a correct knowledge of the amount of the materis 
morbi of rheumatism that should be injected in each 
case, although it does not make any serious difference, 
as I can cure an acute case of rheumatism in a week. 
I hope to go to Edinburgh, Scotland, next fall and 
hear the result of the trial of my discovery in the 
royal infirmary there. The head of the staff of the 
tuberculous department of that great hospital is 
supervising the work and I shall stand or fall by 
what he says. 
Bacilli are undoubtedly the cause of consumption. 
I discovered the tuberculosis bacilli eight years be- 
fore Koch did. His discovery, so called, datea from 
1882, and if anyone looks in the files of the Cincin- 
nati Medical News for 1888 he will find that the 
editor of that journal there acknowledges that in 


on the subject to prove that I discovered the bscillus 
of scarlet fever. He refased to publish it for fear 
of being laughed at. I, in the same year, discovered 
the bacillus tuberculosis but did not try to publish 
the fact because of discouragements. I discovered 
it in this way. A doctor who had his office near 


a patient who was dying from tuberculosis. He had 
been much interested in some of my other micro- 
scopical researches, and he thought he would bring 
over this sputa for investigation. In a day or two 
afterward he called at my office to know if there was 
anything in it and Y jocularly remarked: There's 
millions in it." Little did I think at the time that 
the day would come when these microphytes would 
be recognized as the chief factors in the process of 
disease and decay. 

: Ido not place any reliance on Dr. Koch’s method, 
nor on Dr. Max Schuler’s, which has just been pub- 


lished. D. 
— — . — : 
Promoting Christianity Among the Jews. 


The London society for this object has just issued its 
annual report and claims to hav made ten converts in its 
'toperativ department.” Of these, the report says, one 
remained four months and then went home; another re- 
fused to work and was dismissed; a third was tempted back 
by a rabbi; the fourth and fifth disappeared just before the 
time appointed for the baptism; the sixth was dismissed for 
misconduct ; and of the others, while it is too soon to speak, 
their youth encourages hope that they will do well, and one 
of them bids fair to become a compositor.” Truly the sub- 


is“ the hope of things unseen.”—Secular Thought. 
(Retcld for The Truth Beeker by E. B. F., Jr.) 


Ten little Hebrews in Christian fat a-fryin’, 
One slipped the platter and then there were but nine. - 


Nine little Hebrews at work early and late, 
One was bounced for striking and then there were eight. 


Eight little Hebrews on the straight road to heaven, 
A rabbi kidnapped one and then there were seven. 


Seven little Hebrews learning Christian tricks, 
One shied at baptism and then there were six. 


Six little Hebrews make ready for the dive, 
One got hydrophobic and then there were five. 


Five little Hebrews find their studies a bore, 
The teacher sat on tacks and then there were four. 


Four little Hebrews with undeveloped brain, 
Too young to get away, must awhile remain. 


They'll hav to stay until they can go alone 
And follow their brothers, and then there will be none. 


But since into such funds dupes their riches pour, 
Boon these Jew-baiters will hav ten Hebrews more. 


— — . 
The Troubles of the Church of England. 
From the Monthly Packet. 

He had been an energetic curate from 1870 to 
1880, filled to the brim with all the schemes and 
methods of his time. He was now, in 1900, an ener- 
getic rector whose principal thought, day and night, 
was for his parish and the church he served. By his 
side sat his curate, a young man with & puzzled and 
hunted expression of countenance, and on the oppo- 
sit side of the room another young man, the organ- 
ist, sat before a small harmonium, turning over a 
heap of music. The three appeared to be discussing 
a harvest thanksgiving for the following week. 

* We begin at the Lord's Prayer, of course,” said 
the rector, then ' Venite" one Psalm—I think it had 
better be Psalm oxvii, 2 lesson (and, Smith, I shall 
only read two verses) the Te Deum, a hymn, the 
creed harmonized, an anthem, one collect, and a 
hymn. Will you make a note of it, Brown?” 

“You wil not introduce a sermon?” asked the 
curate. 

“Better not,” said the rector. “Don’t you re- 
member what s fuss they made when you preached 
on Good Friday?” 

“Tt was not more than five minutes,” said the 
curate, meekly. 5 

“But,” said the rector, they said it was the 
thin edge of the wedge, and that it took all the 
brightness out of the service, and you know it is 
of the last importance to get the young men to 
church.“ ` 

“There was a young man a church last Sabbath,” 
said the organist hopefully. 


must notocour again. 
or something. What can we do to amuse him? He 
must be amused. 
thing?” 


"Tt: was Gubbens, and he yawned,” said the 
curate. 

“Yawned !” said the horror-stricken rector, that 

We must leave out the collect 


Brown, can you suggest any- 


* [ did stand on my head on the organ stool at the 


lesson," said the organist, rather aggrieved, “ but 
some didn’t notice me, and some of them said they 
had seen it batter done. 
else at the moment." 


I oan't think of anything 


“You are always kind," said the rector warmly, 


“and you know how difficult it is to keep up the in- 
terest. 
great means of gaining influences in- the parish, but 
now even the infant school refuses to listen to it.” 


When I was a curate the banjo was one 


“Still, a few men used to come occasionally,” said 


the organist; Robinson, for instance." 


“I'm afraid Robinson isn’t as steady as he was,” 


said the rector. He is not as regular at billiards 
and the bi-weekly dances as he used to be.” 


The thras good men looked ai one another, waa- 


ried and cast down. 


“T gpoke to him about. it,” said the curate, “and 


he explained that billiards and dancing were too 
stale; but that he would join a balloon club if we 
started one.” ` i 


. “Yes,” said the rector, “ I wish we could, but bal- 


loons are so frightfully expensiv, and the duchess 


won't help, because she says she had to giv £100 to 
the choir excursion to the West Indieg, and she was 
perfectly certain they were not satisfied; because 
they heard Parkinson took his choir to Khiva !" 

“It was the society for sending everybody to 
Hamburg for a fortnight that spoilt our choir treats,” 
said the organist. ‘Before the S. E. H. F. they 
were quite contented with Bologns for a day or 
two.” ; 

* And you must remember,” said the curate, *' that 
the duke was not encored when he sang a comic song 
in character at the Half. hourly amusement club.’ ” 

„Well,“ interposed the organist, “he could hardly 
expect it; for sino» the ‘two-penny ticket society’ 
was set on foot, not even a breakdown has a chance 
in the country.” 

"T wish," said the rector, reflectivly, “ we could 
get up enough for a get of these automatic choris- 
ters; for since we introduced whist in the vestry be- 
fore Evensong on Sainte’ days it is so difficult to get 
the men into the choir.” 

* Everything is difficult nowadays," remarked the 
curate. “The committees on the ‘free clothing 
guild’ complain that women will not wear a dress 


‘| which is not imported from Paris!” 


“ And,” continued the rector, “there was & row at 
the ‘free board’ to-day, because you had put clear 
turtle on the menu two days running.” 

“And the ‘guild of amusement’ committee told 
me,” said the organist, gloomily, “ that, unless it 
was on pain of death, the members wouldn’t see an- 
other magic lantern ; they were so sick of them.” 

“Then,” said the rector, despairingly, “I do not 
see how Bible truths are to be brought home to. 
them. If they will not be taught dramatically, or 
operatically, or by the oxy-hydrogen light, I don’t 
see what is to become of the Church of England. 
Moreover, if this ‘free recreation and gratis sum- 
mer tour’ act passes, I don’t know how we are to 
stand out against the secularists !” 


— — — — 
The Silver Question. 


Freethinkers, as to their pockets and souls, 
because, as a matter of course, they all want to be 
honest men, are in my humble opinion at least as 
much interested in sound money as anybody else in 
the country. For this reason the discussion of the 
silver question in Tms Tnuru SEER ER seems to be 
quite proper. 

I just received a short note from the Hon. Joseph 
H. Walker, member of Congress from Massachusetts 
(re-elected), who during the Fifty first Congress was 
one of the most activ members of the House Oom- 
mittee on Ooinage, Weights, and Messures. He 
ico so, Aug Had 1691. 

r. accept my thanks for THE TRUTHSRERRKRR 
of Jul 28, 1801, with your article in it, ** A. Correct Bilver 
Dollar." 

In this year of our Lord 1891, silver cannot be used as any 
other than token money, except by international agree- 
ment. Very truly yours, H. WALKER. 

This view fully coincides with my own, contained 
in my article referred to. a . 

Mr. Walker opposes free and unlimited coinage 
of a silver dollar depreciated as to its bullion value. 
He, doubtless, also opposes fiat money, that is, a paper 
currency irredeemable by gold or siiver. ' 

Venice, in her day, was a grand and glorious 
republic, particularly as to commercial affairs and 
monetary matters. 

Yet, if I am not mistaken, that was the case before 
the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus, 
or, at all events, before the adoption of the Declara- 
tion of Independence and of the Constitution of 
the United States. J. G. HRT IG. 

Washington, D. C., Aug. 16, 1891. ö 
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The Holy Coat at Treves. 

John xix, 23, 24, describes the distribution of 
Christ's garments after the crucifixion in these 
words: 

* Then the soldiers, when they had crucified J esus, took his 
garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and 
also his coat: Now the coat was without seam, woven from 
the top throughout. They said therefore among themselvs, 
Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it whose it shall be: 
that the scripture might be fulfilled which saith, They 
parted my raiment among them and for my vesture they did 
cast lots. These things therefore. the soldiers did.” i 

The coat here referred to is now on exhibition at 
Treves, or Trier, Germany—that is, the church al- 
leges so. It was exposed to view one day last week 
with great pomp and circumstance. “Two Knights 
of Malta, in full costume, with drawn swords in 
their hands, stood on either side of the shrine in- 
closing the holy coat-case, which was surrounded by 
tall lighted candles in handsome candlesticks and 
surmounted bya large gold cross. There was an 
impressiv scene in the sanctuary during the celebra- 
tion of high mass, over a hundred priests assisting in 
the ceremonies. The service, with the monotonous 
Gregorian chants and the administration of the eu- 
charist to representativ ecclesiastics, seemed of the 
character of a medieval ceremony. The unveiling 
of the relic evidently made a deeply devotional im- 
pression on the crowd of worshipers. Many were 
overpowered by their feelings. Several women 
fainted. There was a general movement of the crowd, 
prompted by curiosity as well as religious fervor. 
The procession past the shrine of the pilgrims, most 
of whom handed a rosary crucifix to attendant priests 
for contact with the relic, was accompanied by a low 
hum of paternosters and aves. Among the pilgrims 
are cripples and sufferers from almost every 
complaint.” The city is overflowing with pilgrims. 
Twenty excursions a day are running into Treves, 
and the maimed and the halt expect to be cured by 
looking at the garment. 

But what is most surprising is the serious treat- 
ment by the papers of the exhibition of the impost- 
ure. The story of the coat is that it, like the “true 

cross,” was one of the numerous relics discovered by 
or rather for St. Helena, the innkeeper's daughter, 
who became the wife of one Cæsar and the mother of 
another. On her return from Palestine, early in the 
fourth century, she deposited the garment in the 

: basilica out of which grew the cathedral of Treves, 
a city which in those days was the capital of Belgic 
Gaul, and the residence of the later Roman empe- 
rors. 

This city of Treves, as an English writer recalls 
to mind, has the distinction of being the first place 
where Ohristians were put to death by their fellow- 
Christians, it being here that Priscillian, bishop of 
Avila, and his chief followers were put to death. It 
was here too that Constantine increased his popular- 
ity and displayed the character of his religion by 
having a few thousand ill-starred Franks, who had 
the bad luck to fall captiv into his hands, torn in 
pieces for the diversion of the citizens, 


Historically the coat is. first known tò hav boc 
used at the consecration of Archbishop Bruno, 
October 28, 1121. It does not appear to hav been 
brought out again till 1512, when it was presented 
for worship and indulgences granted to its pilgrims 
and worshipers. This was one of the events which 
precipitated the Reformation. Luther, in no kid- 
gloved manner, refers to the matter as a shameful 
and riditulous farce. During the Reformation it 
was frequently on view for the comfort and support 
of the faithful. It was ordered by Leo X. to be 
shown every seven years and absolution was granted 
to all pilgrims visiting it. The Reformation and the 
ensuing wars prevented this order being carried out. 
It was exhibited in 1531, 1545, 1553, 1583, and 1594. 
Then it was kept concesled until after the Thirty 
Years’ War and exhibited in 1655. In 1794 it was 
taken away by the sacrilegious French Republicans, 
but returned by the Emperor Napoleon, when 
it was shown to a quarter of a million pilgrims. 
Since then it has only been shown once, from August 
18th to October 6th, 1844. 

The coat, like the pictures of the crucifixion or of 
the “stations of the cross,” is used to symbolize the 
sufferings of Ohrist, his agony and bloody sweat, 
and by meditations on these agreeable topics to 
stimulate religious fervor. The official proclamation 
declared that “the believing sight of this préemi- 


‘| nently sacred relic, with which stand connected in a 


manner so immediate and impressiv the associations 
with the whole life and sufferings of the savior, must 
at once cause many overpowering thoughts and feel. 
ings to be awakened in the soul, so that one must 
feel himself involuntarily torn asunder by them, and 
believe that he is placed in the immediate presence 
of the body of our Lord.” 

In the pastoral letter announcing the exhibition of 
the coat the bishop of Treves guarantees the genuin- 
ness Of the garment, and the papers print his letter 
without comment, as though it were not the most 
ridiculous thing in the world. Besides the bishop’s 
guarantee & committee of “Orthodox Experts” 
recently made a private examination of the garment 
and vouch for its genuinness, “though it is rather 
moldier and more mildewed than when last permitted 
to see the light of day.” The London Standard, 
printing this, comments: “ That is to say, they vouch 
that the coat is the same one which was exhibited in 
1844, the seals still being intact. We need hardly 
observe that it is impossible for them, or for any- 
body else, to produce a scintilla of proof that it 
is the seamless coat for which the Roman soldiers 
cast lots on Oalvary nearly nineteen centuries ago. 
Roman Ostholic tradition affirms that the coat pos- 
gesses a miraculous power, enabling it to defy the 
ravages of time. Unfortunately, however, the pious 
citizens who hav been requested to examin it do not 
bear out this explanation by their report. On the 
contrary, they declare that the garment shows traces 
of having been renewed, several patches on it being 
imbedded in a piece of linen or cotton cloth of a 
later manufacture. In other words, the only conclu- 
sion which people more logical than the chapter of 
Treves must come to is that the traditions of the 
church of Treves lack that continuity and those col- 
lateral proofs which will alone satisfy the modern 
historian. In short, the entire corpus of evidence 
adduced by Dr. Willems, secretary of the bishops, in 
his recent work on the holy cost requires so many 
assumptions and such extensiv acceptance of wit- 
nesses whose trustworthiness must be taken on 
credit that we are reminded of the. famous note of 
Gibbon in reference to a question calling for an equal 
amount of faith. Abulfargius vouches for Abulfeda, 
but who will vouch for Abulfargius ?" 

The relic is, of course, a fraud, used by the church 
to gather shekels and maintain her power over the 
superstitious. It is by no means certain that there 
ever was a Ohrist to possess a coat, and if he did 
exist, it is the world to a grain of sand that any coat 
he might hay worn would be annihilated by this 
time. In fact, the Ostholics themselvs do not all 
believe in the relic. When it was exhibited in 1844 
John Ronge, a Roman Catholic priest, made a vigor- 
ous attack on Bishop Arnoldi for encouraging those 

acts of adoration to what he declared was at best a 
relic of the most doubtful authenticity. As this dec- 
Jaration was against a canon of the church and in 
contempt of more than one papsl bull, the recalci- 
trant churchman was promptly excommunicated by 
the chapter of Breslau, The result, however, was a 


"m so wide that in six months there were twenty- 
seven congregations who professed themselvs of 
Ronge's way of thinking. 

The Christian world, however, never gets wiser 
when it finds profit in being foolish, and the “holy 
coat” is a more profitable show than a circus. . So 
the people flock to see it, and the correspondents 
write about it as though it were a real relic of some 
real “ divinity,” instead of being a crude and ingignifi- 


eant fraud. 
————— — 9-849 ——— 


Where are the Prayers! 


Some years ago, when the prince of Wales was 
prostrated with fever, the pious people of Hagland, 
especially those of the Established church, repeated 
prayers for his recovery. They did not do this quietly 
and decently, as Jesus is said to hav directed, but 
were ostentatious to the extremest point, parading 
their petitions in the most public manner, with 
musical flourishes, exactly after the manner of a uni- 
formed militia company. And when he was pro- 
nounced out of danger and became convalescent thé 
churches resounded with praise and thanksgiving | 
for his recovery. These modest Saints these 
bishops, deacons, ministers, and others—affected tô 
believe that God had stayed the ravages of fever 
then consuming the noble and royal prince, and 
restored him to health, only in answer to o their 
prayers. 

But what are these guardians of the faith once. 
delivered to the saints doing now? ` Months hav 
elapsed since the baccarat scandal, with all its 
nauseous details, has revealed to Great Britain and 
to the world the infamous fact that the prince of 
Wales is suffering from a fever worse than that 
which threatened his life several years ago—the 
gambling fever. Yet they are not setting apart 
days of fasting and prayer for the deliverance of the 
heir-apparent; they are not besieging the “throne 
of grace” that he may be cured of his gambling 
fever. Why not? Is not God able to do one thing 
as well as the other? Oan God conquer typhoid, 
while baccarat defies his power? The saints are 
presumably not ready to admit this. Why, then, do 
they not act? While the English church ig silent 
over this great danger to the beloved throne, a few 
of the dissenting bodies hav indeed raised their 
voices, but not in prayer. Oh, no! God. does not 
seem to be equal to this emergency. They content 
themselvs with passing timid resolutions. They 
hope the prince will not be offended if they express 
the modest wish that he will not gamble any more. 
Think, they say—not of God and heaven—but of 
the feelings of the royal mother and the honor of 
the name of Guelph. 

But why do they not pray? Is it because of the 
consciousness that, in the recent advance of intelli- 
gence among the people, public praying would be 
considered too much of a sham? If that is their con- 
viction we will forgiv them for omitting their fasting 
days. If they will confess so much they may do the 
world more service than has yet crowned their 
labors. 

And the circumstances in this case do indeed con- 
tain some signs of promis. Once the belief was 
universal in what has been called Christendom that 
in all periods of public peril—such, for instance, 
as plague and pestilence—the only help was to 
be found in humble petitions to God. No one 
dared to raise an objection to this superstition. 
Nor has this superstition entirely died away, as wo. 
see in the fact that the Catholic bishop of Colorado 
has ordered his priests to resort to prayers in Latin 
to exorcise the grasshoppers from the farmers’ fields. 
But this is in the United States. But in England, 
before now, signs hav appeared to indicate that the 
old theological terrors hav lost some of their old 
force. One of these now occurs to us. 

In 1853, when the cholera had broken out in 
various portions of Great Britain, the presbytery of 
Edinburgh, Scotland, sent a humble memorial to 
the English government. They wished to ask if it 
was contemplated to appoint, by royal authority, a 
day for fasting aud prayer, to invoke almighty God 
to stay the ravages of cholera. They said, with great, 
diffidence, that they had designed to appoint, by, 
their own authority, such a day for Scotland ; but, 
they delayed doing so that they might first ascertain 
if the government of the realm designed to take, 
similar action in the face of this great peril. 
The home secretary at that time happened 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 29, 1891. 


553 


to be Lord Palmerston—not the highest type of a 
man, but one who understood, better than anyone 
of his time, the average sentiment of the Hoglish 
people. He sent a reply to the presbytery in which 
be gave them no hope that the government would 
take the action they desired, but administered 8 
little sound advice. He told them that in this 
emergeney their only resource and hope was in sani- 


tary reform, They must see that the dwellings of 
the poor were cleansed; they must clean cut the 
cesspoole, remove all pollution, and improve the 
drainage of the cities, or the epidemic of the cholera 
would spread fearfiilly, “in spite,’ he said, “of all the 


prayers of à united but inactiv nation. ii 


it is instructiv to see in this incident the proof of 
the decay of superstition. The government official 
who would hav dared, two centuries earlier, even in. 
England, to utter such “ blasphemy” as that, could 


expect no other fate than to hav his head cut cff. 


Whether Palmeraton's advice can hav any bearing 


oh the emergency now appalling the people of Eng. 


land is another question. We fear that the ert of 
moral sanitation is not yet discovered which can 
6leanse the cesspools of aristocratic vice. But the 


‘saints tacitly confess that prayer is useless. 
` — — . — — 


A Roman Catholic Church Trick. 


The Roman OCatholies of Texas are working a 


promising scheme to capture the public schools in 
that state, and they hav the state officials drugged 
to a condition of acquiescence. About three weeks 


ago people were surprised to read in the San Antonio 


-Ewpress that of seventy-seven applicants at the 
Normal School for teachers’ certificates forty-two 
were nuns—nineteen being Sisters of the Incarnate 
Word,” of the San Antonio convent, and twenty-two 


were “ Sisters of the Divine Providence z from 


Oastroville. 
One reporter, remembering, 


world,” sought a bishop of the church to find out 


why the nuns were taking such interest in the public 


sehools. Bishop Neraz, “devout, and fat, and 
kindly,” received the reporter, and “was free to 
admit that it was a desire of the church to use their 


consecrated women in the public schools and that 


they were training them for it.” “Our Sisters of 
Charity,” he explained, “are being trained for many 
things. Some of them are trained to do the 
domestic work st the asylums and hospitals, some 
to do the needle-work, some to do the nursing ; and 


now that the free schools are open for them to work 
in we are training them to teach. They are all 
chosen for the various departments according to 
their fitness, after study has been made of them by 


their superiors.” - 

Sectarian instruction in the schools being strictly 
prohibited by the laws of Texas, as well as the pay- 
ment of state money to sectarian institutions, doubts 


arose in the minds of many whether the nuns could 
be lawfully employed as teachers in the public 


schools. The Hon. H. O. Pritchett, state superin- 
tendent of public instruction, therefore applied to 
Attorney-General Oulberson for an opinion. One of 
hig assistants, Mr. Frank Andrews, furnishes the 
following : l 
t We hav given this matter careful attention and in reply 
thereto you are respectfully advised that the only qualifica- 
tions required by law for a teacher in the public schools of 
this state, as the law now exists, are to be found in chapter 
116, page 188, et s. guad, acts twenty-second legislature. 
Section 9 of said act provides that anyone desiring to teach 
a public school shall present a certificate from three good 
citizens, known to the county superintendent or ex-officio 
superintendent, that the applicant is of good moral charac- 
ter and exemplary habits. The county superintendent shall 
` thereupon, unless satisfied that some good cause exists for 
refusing the certificate hereinafter mentioned, recommend 
him to the board of examiners for examination. 

** Bection 8 przvides that after such application and rec- 
ommendation has been made, the board of examiners shall 
examin each applicant as to his competency to teach the 
branches named in the preceding clauses, in the English 
language, and shall make a report on oath to the county 
superintendent or ex-officio superintendent, which report 
shall state who of the board were present at such examiua- 
tion, that the applicant was examined in all the branches of 
study embraced in the grade of certificate recommended, 
and that such applicant is competent to teach and qualified 
to teach all such branches, and the county superintendent 
shall, if such report be favorable, isaue a certificate of com- 
petency to the applicant, according to the grade recom- 
mended to the board of examiners, authorizing his employ- 
ment by tbe trustees of any schoo} district in the county in 


| as he put it, “the 
splendid organization of the church of Rome and ite 
desire for spreading its empire in the hearts of the 


which the same is issued. These seem to be the only 
qualifications prescribed. for teachers. 

„The only question, therefore, is raised in the accom- 
panying correspondence, submitted to your letter, as to 
whether or not a nun or sister of charity otherwise qualified 
would be prohibited from teaching in the public schools of 
this state on sectarian grounds. The constitution, Art. 8, 
Sec. 5, provides that no part of the permanent or available 
school fund of this state shall ever be appropriated to or 
used for the support of any sectafian school. 

“Article 3,705, Sayles’ Civil Statutes, provides that no part 
of the public school fund shall be appropriated to or used 
for the support of any sectarian school. 

** The question resolves itself into whether or not the em- 
ployment of a nun or sister of charity in a public free school 
to which the public free school money of the state has been 
apportioned would be an appropriation of any part of the 
school fund of this state for the support of a sectarian 
school. 

By the general law the trustees of the public schools of 
this state are given contro] and management of said schools 
under the direction of the county superintendent and under 
the direction of the state superintendent of public instruc. 
tion, and it is the duty of these officers to see that the laws 
under which they act are properly enforced. 

If the trustees of any of the public schools of this state 
see fit to employ a nun or sister of charity to teach in such 
schools, and no religious teachings of any nature whatever 
are permitted during such school hours, nor in the school 
building, nor on the school premises, neither before or after 
school hours, I cannot see that the person so employed would 
be disqualified under the laws and constitution of this state. 

** If, however, any nun or sister of charity, or any other 
person who should be employed by the trustees of any pub 
lic school in this state to teach in said school, should in any 
manner whatever giv any religiqus instruction of any nature 
whatever, or in anywise teach or attempt to teach in any 
form, method, or manner the religion of any denomination, 
sect, or creed, such a teacher could not be paid out of the 
public school fund of this state, as it would be in violation 
of the constitution to appropriate any part of the school fund 
to the support of any sectarian school or school where any 
kind of religion was taught. 

** You are therefore respectfully advised that in the opinion 


tains and upholds a particular religious faith. 

“The spirit of our institutions is that religious faith or 
want of religious faith should not prevent the citizens of this 
country from exercising and enjoying all the rights, immu- 
nities, and privileges granted under the constitution and 
laws of this state and it is only when the constitution and 
laws prohibiting religious instruction in our public free 
schools are infringed that you would be authorized to with- 
hold payment of teacbers’ vouchers. 

„The employment of a nun or sister of charity is a matter 
peculiarly under the supervision of the trustees of each 
public schoo] and superintendent or county judge, as the 
case may be, of each county, aud if the proper officer 


should be satisfied that some good cause existed for refusing 
of charity he would be 


a certificate to a nun or sister 
‘authorized to refuse to issue the same as in any other case, 
but it is not believed that he could legally refase to 
grant the certificate upon the exclusiv ground that the 


applicant was & nun or sister of charity, but he would be 


authorized to refuse payment of any voucher where any 
sort of religion was taught in any public school in his 


county as above indicated. 

Our Bill of Rights also provides, Art. 1, Sec. 4, that * No 
religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to any 
office or public trust in this state." 

** Sec. 6 of the same article provides that No human 
authority ought in any case whatever to control or interfere 
with the rights of conscience in matters of religion, and no 


-preference shall be given by law to any religious society or 


mode of worship.’ 

„It is, therefore, concluded, as above indicated, that you 
can make no distinction against any person on account of 
any religious belief he may hav or eny religion to which he 
may belong or maintain; provided always that no religious 
teaching of any nature by any person is permitted in the 
public schools of this state.” 


The question now turns on what is sectarian in- 
struction. If we pass over the fact that the nung 


will giv their wages to the church and thus evade 


the law forbidding state money to be used for 
sectarian purposes (as if the nuns really earn the 
money they hav a right to giv it to whom they 
please), can we pass over the fact that nuns are the 
very symbol of sectarianism and teach, by their 
presence, one of the tenets of Romanism? When 
they go into the schools their very garb is silently 
inculcating the faith of their church, and can anyone, 


not a natural-born fool, suppose that these women 


will not find other subtle ways to prejudice the 
minds of the children in favor of the Romish church ? 
Sectarianism consists of other things besides creeds 
and sermons and printed forms. 

The move is a shrawd one on the part of Rome, 
and it is a pity that the state Officers are so willing 
to aid it. They are helping the worst enemy the 
public schools bav to — its tentacles and spread 


of this department you ,hav no authority to withhold a cer- 
tificate, authorizing her to teach in the public schools of the 
state, from.a nun or sister of charity upon the exclusiv 
ground that she is å member of a religious order or main- 


its poisonous influence in the most vital support of 
our republican form of government. The. Catholic 
charch will let the nuns teach in the schools only 
that she may control and finally destroy them. She 
has not, for several years, thought it worth while to 
conceal her enmity to our system of education, and 
her attacks upon the schools; whether indirect, as in 
this case, or direct, as in the cases of the schools in 
Western cities closed by a vote of the Catholic popu- 
lation, are now in open and acknowledged warfare 
upon them. 

There is, however, one or two ways to defeat the 
scheme. Saperintendents and trustees of schools 
can refuse to employ them. But if they are 
employed, parents can watch their doings and hav 
them ousted for teaching their superstition. 

nf — 
Editorial Notes. 


WE learn from the London Freethinker that Mr. Charles 
Watts will join the National Szcular Society of England, 
with which he hopes. to work loyslly, and at the next Con- 
ference will doubtless be elected & vice-president. 


Tae Christian Advocate thus describes a part of the per- 
sonnel of the Salvation Army: Some of the worst charac- 
ters of both sexes, too, hav joined the Army to carry out 
schemes of injquitysor to get the support which comes to 
conspicuous workers in such a cause. From time to time 
they hav been brought before the courts, imprisoned, and 
even executed." The Voice, which is also a pious paper, 
adds: Whether Dr. Buckley’s charge is true or not of the 
Salvation Army, it is absolutely true of the Methodist church, 
and we might add of every other churche Was not even 
Judas Iscariot one of the twelve?” 


Tag Sun makes a fuss over Sam Jones, the Georgia 
cracker’s, blasphemy, quoting this to prove its assertion: 
**God takes his auger and bores right down through a 
fellow’s head to his heart and into his pocket, which should 
spurt like an artesian well. He don’t begin way down and 
bore up. If he did, what would he do with the dirt? He 
can't do much with a fool, though, and there are some pieces 
of hickory that the Lord could not make an ax helv out of 
to save his soul.” Well, what of it? Hasn’t he aright to say 
that? Sam Jones is an uneducated, unread, wide-mouthed 
blatherskite, but even a fool has a right to blaspheme if he 
chooses. 


Assury Panx is undergoing its regular summer camp- 
meeting fever. Three or four seseions are held each day, 
but it is in the evening, says a report, that the religious parox- 
ysms reach their highest point. Then it is that the frenzy 
is greatest, the shouting and groaning the loudest, and the 
experience referred to by the camp-meeting people as ** get- 
ting religion” the most frequent. This is a hint to the psy- 
chologist. Evening is the time chosen for most dissipations 
of a vicious nature, and the Kinship of these to religion 
and the identity of the emotions provoking them may well 
be studied by those who would explain the seemingly inex- 
plicable conduct of some human beings. 


TEE following is from a daily newspaper printed in this 
city: ** Policeman Whately, of the Madison street station, 
entered the notion store of Salamon Jacobs, at No. 35 
Division street, Sunday last, and asked for a five-cent piece 
of ribbon. ‘ My little girl,’ said the policeman, is going to 
church and wants the ribbon to tie up Ler hair.“ The store- 
-keeper obliged him, and to his astonishment he was made a 
prisoner for violation of the Sabbath law. He was arraigned 
in the Essex Market police court yesterday, where the store- 
keeper told the above story and the policeman made no 
denial. ‘I don't like to see a policeman make such mean 
arrests,’ said Justice Ryan as he discharged the defendant.” 
If the people of New York like that sort of thing, let them 
hav it. When the public is aroused, however, Sunday 
laws will go. f 


TRR Chinese emperor has ordered his three or four hun. 
dred million subjects to let Christian missionaries and con- 
verts alone, say ing: The doctrin of. Christianity has for its 
purpose the teaching of men to be good.” Without explain. 
ing the emperor’s error, the Sun remarks: ‘The imperial 
decree, which has by this time been promulgated over China, 
must giv the Chinese people à new and amazing idea con. 
cerning the nature and purpose of Christianity.” The 
Evening Sun, which seems to exist for the purpose of saying 
things its morning edition does not dare to, adds: It is also 
the case, that such & decree must giv the Christian peoples a 
new and amazing idea concerning the results in the way of 
toleration and fair-mindedness that follow the teachings of 
Confucius. When a president of the United States, eager 
to secure fair treatment for the Chinese, shall point out in a 
proclamation that the doctrin of Confucius has for its 
purpose the teaching of men to respect each other's rights to 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, we shall be able 
to say, with proof, that our religion is as good a working one 
as that which inspires the proclamation of the emperor of 
China. When we remember that it was old Confucius who 
invented the Golden Rule that we brag about, saying to his 
followers: ‘Do not unto others what you would not hav | 
them do to you,’ thereby wisely asking as much as he could 
reasonably expect of Chinamen, it is difficult to understand 
what our blessed missionaries are meddling with in China, 
anyhow, and why they can’t let the Chinese run along on a 
moral basis so much better suited to their style than anything 
we hav to offer?” . 
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Leiters fram friends. 


May Fortune Attend You. 
JACKSONVILLE, FLA., Aug. 3, 1891. 
Mk. EDrrog: We are about to organize a Freethinker's 
club, for mutual benefit in conversation and debate, here in 
Jacksonville. We will giv you information as we proceed. 
Respectfully yours, ` J. Dovaras. 


A Ray Added to Freethought’s Glow. 


New Havzs, Conn., Aug. 14, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find seventy-five cents; please 
accept fifty cents for the benefit of your valuable paper, 
and for the remainder you will send me the TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL for 1891. Mas, LESTER C. Parker. 


We too Think It a Fine Book. 
ALBANY, N. Y., Aug. 9, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed you will find $1 for some copies 
of “ Bible Morals” by Remsburg. It is the most effectiv 
work I hav had yet. Christians will read that when they 
will not look at anything else. Epwarp Bourp. 


Cheering. 
Rep Brurr, Car., Aug. 11, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed I send you Wells, Fargo & Co.'8 
money order. I hava good many unsold copies, but may 
hav a chance to sell them within say six months orso. Your 
paper is first-class and Watson Heston’s illustrations tell us 
a great deal. Respectfully yours, S. D. SoHOENFELD. 


That Constitution Neither Liberal nor Economieal. 

"PINEVILLE, KY., Aug. 8, 291. 
Mr. Epitor: Ne new constitution was carried by about 
seventy thousand votes. There are some good things in it, 
but I do not think it is any improvement on the old one. It 
cost the state about $200,000. It is said that the litigation it 
will cause will not end in thirty years. - That is generally the 
outcome of law-making. It’s good for the lawyers. Long 

liv Tus Trurs Szrxer and its Editor. B. P. HERRON. 


What Is to be Done about Such Cases? 

. WASBINGTONVILLE, O., Aug. 5, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: Please stop my paper, for I cannot pay for it. 
It is the best Liberal paper I read, and Iam very sorry to 
say stop it. I am sixty-five years old, and I am the only 
support of the family. lam sick and not very able to work. 
Iama miner. I hav worked fifty-seven years in the mines. 
Istarted to work in the mines whenI was eight years old, 

and now I am about worn out. From your brother, 
; James YATES. 


A Noble Sentiment from a Venerable Man, 

Dayton, O., Aug. 10, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: I am now within a few days of being iu my 
eighty-second year, and do not expect to hav the pleasure of 
renewing my subscription to the interesting and instructiv 
old TRuTH SEEKER many years more. Let that be as it may, 
my greatest wish is that the great principles of Freethought 
may continue to prosper, until by the survival of the fittest 
man will be mentally advanced to a degree that will en- 

able him to liv by reason and not by fear. 
Truly yours, J. A. WALTERS. 


Every Town Should Do Likewise. 

GurBEIE, Ox. TERR., Aug. 3, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: The Spiritualists and Freethinkers of this 
city, having arranged a Sunday-school and lyceum, do solicit 
of Liberals books, papers, hymn-books—in fact, everything 
pertaining to the advancement and instruction of a school 
and lyceum of this organization. There are but few mem. 
bers, and they are financially poor. However, we hav 
organized with a full determination of working faithfully 
for the success and building up of & grand institution in 
Guthrie, where there is a large field for work, hence solicit 
‘and will most thankfully receive all assistance that our 
brothers and sisters in unison will so kindly send to us. We 
need Sunday-school books, papers, hymn-books, money— 
in fact, everything which it requires for the building up of 

an organization of this nature. 
Mrs, G. W. Townsenp, Sec. 


Wise Words. 


Rowz, Ga., Aug. 9, k. M. 291. 

Mz. H»rroz: Continue to strike sledge-hammer blows at 
the churches and superstition. I like to read contributions 
from John Peck and Otto Wettstein, and last, but not least, 
Col. Robert G. Ingersoll. 

I hav forty or fifty back numbers of Tux TRUTH SEEKER 
on hand. If any reader thinks he or she can do any good 
with them, and will send me their address, I will mail them 
at once. 

I am sorry to see some Liberals quarreling with each other 
about their different isms. I think they should all organize 

in one solid body, and help the American Secular Union in 
` its fight for state Secularization, and when that is accom- 
plished, they can quarrel over their isms afterward. Let us 
hav harmony in the ranks. With the best of wishes for 
Tur Teura BERKER and Heston, I remain, 

Yours for Freethought, Aveustus L. Hanson. 


Truly the Mendacity Should be Exposed. 
PrrrsBunGB, Pa., Aug. 5, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: By this mail I send you a copy of the Youth's 
Evangelist, a paper published in Pittsburgh and given cut 
to all the Sunday-schogl children in the Presbyterian churches 


lin western Pennsylvania on Sunday, August 2d. A child 
came home from church and handed a copy to me, at the 
house of a friend where I was visiting, and having marked 
some of the gross falsehoods therein Isend it to you. I 
was astonished to find that Christian people were teaching 
such great lies to the children of the country. Such menda- 
cious conduct ought to be exposed in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
for which purpose I send you the paper. Freethought 
Sunday-schools ought to be generally established in order to 
teach children the elementary principles of science and the 
truths of history, and also to think for themselvs, instead of 
being deceived and imposed upon by religious teachers in 
church Sunday-schools. ‘Yours in favor of truth, 

CRATARGUS. 


The Holy Coat. 

Dixiz, Trex., Aug. 6, 1891. 
Mz. Epiror: Matters out here are yet gloriously holy. 
Still, if every Freethinker had the courage to come out 
openly we would muster about fifteen good ones. Dull 
times in this county hav prevented me from getting more 
subscribers. We will hav some fun, I guess, about the 
heiligen Rockin Trier (the holy coat in Treves). I hope Mr. 
Heston will pay due respects and veneration to it. Whata 
pretty picture it would be if an. instantaneous photograph 
could be obtained when the whole congregation and the priests 
are in the church, some admiring, others exhibiting, the cele- 
brated humbug. As I was still in Germany at the last exhi- 
bition of the humbug I recollect very well the excitement 
that arose, even coming near causing a split in the Roman 
Catholic church. We do not know yet what the present 
exhibition will bring forward. Sensible people will make as 
great a demonstration against it as imperial laws.and press 

constraint will permit. Yours truly, A. TURPE. 


A Change of “In God We Trust.” 
Krora, La., July 81, 1891. 
Mz. EprroR: I am sorry to learn that in leveling the 
mountains of ignorance whereon the churches are built, you 
work with a financial deficiency. I rally with two little ** In 
Humanity We Trust’s” for pictures and cause, and hope 
that all your readers will bring their nickel. To me, an old 
solid Materialist, the management of TuE TRUTH SrxExKer is 
perfect ; but any light will drive the bats from their seclu- 
sion. Astronomy, geology, psychology, physics, paleontol- 
ogy, history, ancient and modern, from Zoroaster to Zeno 
and from Plato to Ingersoll, work as lightning or dynamite 
‘to destroy the pillars of ignorance and superstition, by the 
mind of our Editor" and Taz TRUTH Srexer contributors. 
A hearty shake with the next neighbor. The Spiritist is, 
although welcome and in order, generally, as you truly said, 
useless. 
. Rather hastily, with the hayseeds flying, 
Yours truly, CHARLES NAUMAN.. 
Contradicts Other Informants. 
Roongster, MINN., Aug. 12; 1891. 
Mr. EprroR: I am surprised on reading the last TRUTH 
SEEKER at what you say of the case of Mr. Swartz. Is not 
Tue Truro SRRERKRR a little bigoted on some subjects, as 
well as our orthodox brethren? Fora description of the 
Kansas City Sunday Sun you take the statement of one of 
the ‘‘injured ? Missouri senators. You might as well take 
the statement of the ** injured” Rev. Mr. Braden in regard to 
what he thinks of Taz TauTH Sexxer. You say, The 
paper only prints names when it attacks the weak and de- 
fenseless.” Is that the reason the poor, meek, and defense- 
less senators and representativs of Missouri had to enact 
laws to“ down the paper" to protect -themselvs in their mid- 
night caroüsals? Would it not bea good thing if we had 
many more of such vile sheets" to show up and expose 
the wickedness and cussedness in high as well as in low life ? 
If these pure law-makers and others hav been slandered so 
when on their drunks, why do they not prosecute the paper 
that has lied “ so about them and stop their whining ? 
Irvine W. Fox. 


More Spelling and Less Divinity Needed. 
A WALLA WALLA, Wasa., July 30, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: The following is a copy of a record of mar- 
riage in our auditor’s office: 


What God Hath Gined tergether.—Gined in the band 
of Mtmony Maitland Reselvo Wells Sarah Boly me A 
United Bapst Muster of Crist 


pe 
R. 1 Filed for record, Jan. 13, 1865. 
. 48ta . B. N. Bzx, clerk. 
Scents. j By L. J. Reoror, deputy clerk. 
— 


This divine was commonly called Hell. Roaring Boly. 

Some time ago, when C. B Reynolds arrived here May 
cr June, two years ago—Braden the Blatant one got a 
** Christian” preacher to issue a challenge to C. B. Reynolds 
to meet this blatant one in debate, and all this preacher’s 
communications on his subject addressed tome were duly 
subscribed, ** J. N. Foster, Paster Christian Church.” 

It is well said in the holy writ (holy rot) that the Lord 
hath chosen the foolish things of this world to confound the 
wise.” Yours, A. W. CALDER. 


The Diet Question. 
Waergtine, W. Va., July 80, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: I saw a statement the other day to the effect 
that vegetarianism is the solution of the temperance ques- 
tion, and that when men quit eating meat they will cease 
drinking alcoholic stuffs. As the diet question is an im- 
portant One in more ways than one, it might receive a little 
discussion now gnd then through the columps of Tag TRUE 


MioHAEL Boty— 


SEEKER. The nations that eat the most meat also drink 
the most liquor, and I suppose they drink the most liquor 
because they eat the most meat. Ihav no doubt there are 
other causes for the drinking habit, but Ido not believe 
there are any equal to a meat diet. Not only has meat 
to do with intemperance, but it has also much to go with 
causing human selfishness. It feeds the grasping, getting 
spirit in man. One of the most mild and unselfish men I 
ever met was one who subsisted on what he called the 
t Edenic " diet, a diet of uncooked food, consisting of fruit, 
grains, nuts, and vegetables. I think it safe to say that the 
less meat we eat the better it will be ‘for health and morals,. 
as well as for the cause of temperance. C. BunsEE. 


„ Muscular Wonders“ Explained, . 

Mirzs Orry, Mont., Aug. 12, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrok: As the writer of the letter in Tux TRUTH 
Szexer of August 1st would like to hav the problem 
solved ” with reference to the Georgia. wonder, I send the 
following, clipped from the Minneapolis Journal, which 
may throw some light on the subject and. be of interest to 

the readers of TuE TRUTH SEEKER. . C. E. Wrest. 


ABERDEEN, B. D., August 10.—Annie Abbott, the 
„Georgia Magnet,” who has been giving exhibitions of her 
wonderful powers in all the leading towns and cities of the. 
Dakotas, was exposed * by W. P. Butler and others atthe 
opera house Saturday evening. The management expected 
something of the kind and were careful what they presented. 
Some of the local committee were skeptical as to her powers 
and at the close of the entertainment Mr. Butler, amid great 
excitement, jumped on the stage and denounced the whole 
thing as a "fake." He claimed that all of her feats were but 
the result of mechanical laws skillfully spplied by a woman 
who was a trained athlete, and proceeded to perform some 
of her feats which he did with ease. At the close of Butler's 
*ghow? a vote was taken, the audience affirming the 
„Georgia Magnet" a fake.“ The affair created much 
interest. i ; 


Many Atheist Mothers. 


FreuxiLr.oN-Hupsow, N. Y., July 29, 1891. 

MR. Eprrog: I am receiving so many excellent letters 
from: Atheist women in response to my call for them on 
behalf of my California friend that I feel a desire to publicly 
congratulate Liberals at large on the number of intelligent, 
broad-minded women we hav in our ranks. Every one of these 
letters would be well worth printing in Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
It is a genuin treat to Mr. K., as well as myself, to read the 
responses that are pouring in. It is good for us to thus ex- 
change sentiments and opinions, and to encourage one 
another in the good work of Liberalizing and happifying 
humankind. The mother. molds the race, and very, very 


glad am I to find so many Atheist’ mothers, and hope the 


white-winged messages will keep on coming 


Thick as autumnal leaves tbat strew the brooks 
In Vallambrosa, where the Etrurian shades 
High overarch’d embower. 


ELINA DRAER BLENKER. 


Religion Only Old Wives? Tales, 
CanTHAGE, Miss., July 23, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrok: I am very much pleased with Tar TRUTH 
SEEKER, and want the pictures right. along. Our path is 
thorny, but our work and aim is glorious. The Augean 
stable is hard to clean—harder here than in the land of my 
birth, Protestant Germany, thanks to evening-meetings in 
the German village where old and young women met to 
spin flax, children and younger folks of both sexes freely 
admitted. There the old women related the most astonish- 
ing ghost stories, which frightened us children awfully 
Getting older, we were instructed and convinced that all 
these ghost stories were the outgrowth of the brains of these 
old women and lacked all reality. That was good, and 
eradicated all and any inclination to believe in ghosts. 
Here the people did not go through such an interesting” 
course of early training, and so if they do free themselvs 
from superstition in the church they fall into the superstition 
of the ghosts, or Spiritology. They come from the Scylla 
into the Charybdis. Let them attend the meetings of flax- 
spinning women in some remote German village (for they 
hav these spinn-stuben only in very remote places now), let 
them listen to these old women attentivly, and that will rid 
them of their ghost superstition, while arguments and reason 
are useless. Ax OLD FRERTHINKER, STRAIGHT. 


The Holy Harlequin, 
Dznvzz, CoL., Aug. 18, 1891. 

Mx. Eprrog: The Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage, the great 
Brooklyn fakir, is making a tour of the wild and woolly. 
West. He is managed, advertised, and boomed after the 
fashion of a circus, a menagerie, or one of the monstrosities 
of the side-shows. He is on exhibition as a theological 
curiosity left over from a.past age. He is traveling for 
money. No money, no lecture. Several times he has 
refused to lecture unless he was guaranteed a stipulated 
sum in cash. Recently he spoke at the charming mountain 
resort of Green Mountain Falls and several hundred people 
went up from Denver to hear how to be saved and be told 
how heaven is run. Seats had been provided around the 


‘pavilion from which the great pulpiteer spoke, and hun- 


dreds of shining quarters were dropped into the coffers of 
the management for permission to sit in the rain and listen 
to the sermon. An additional fee of twenty. five cents was 
charged for the privilege of being sheltered by the pavilion. 
Many who paid $2.50 for transportation were loud in their 
protests against having to pay an additional fee to hear a 
very poor sermon. But the celebrated preacher is a Chris- 
tian for revenue only and. demanded the ‘‘ uttermost far- 
thing" that could by any scheme be obtained. However, 
we should not complain, for he succeeded in making many 


` 
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converts, not to his religion, but to Freethought. De Witt derives a formidable revenue, let them (the vendors; alone, | dence, for the thirteen dynasties contained two thousand 
Talmage is the harlequin of the pulpit. but go for the habitual and professional drunkards or | years or more. Coexisting with the first dynasty was a high 


FRANKLIN C. Jounson. | bibbers, and somewhat after this fashion: Take away their | Civilization, which could hav been attained only by several. 


k thousand years of human effort. No monumental evidence 
voting privileges, i. e., disfranchise them completely; and | of this flood has been discovered in Egypt, although search 
if they persist deny them further the privilege of testifying 


: ‘for it has been made by most Ezyptologists. Now, should 
in court under oath or any other form of giving evidence. 


one of your learned ministers, searching through monu- 
My humble opinion is that if they hav anything leftin them 


We Thought We Were Doing Right.. 
_Basyton, N. Y., Aug. 15, 1891. 


Mr. Eprror : Ingersoll says : ments, papyri, sarcophagi, and muminies, discover and be 


convinced that there was no flood in Egypt, whose level was 


Through the dim long years that hav fied, humanity has 
suffered more than can be conceived. Most of the misery 
has been endured by the weak, the loving, and the innocent. 
Women hav been treated like poisonous beasts, and little 
children trampled upon as though they had been vermin. 

- Numberless altars hav been reddened, even with the blood 
of babes; beautiful girls hav been given to slimy serpents, 
whole races of men doomed to centuries of slavery, and every- 
where there has been outrage beyond the power of genius to 
express. During all these years the suffering hav suppli. 
cated; the withered lips of famin hav prayed; the pale 
victims hav implored, and heaven has been deaf and blind. 

And now, Mr. TguTE SEERKER, I would ask, What hav you 
done for these long years you hav been printing and 
preaching long-winded sermons? Hav you advised any 
means whereto some of the above sufferers might look with 
hope and security onarainy day fora harbor of peace? 
This telling. mankind simply, Tou are imposed upon,” is 
not sufficient. You or some one else must take steps to 
provide a home for those who think with us and are unable 
to stem the tide of Christian opinion. Our doctors and 
lawyers who are grabbing money by the handful may not 
feel the sting of the lash raised by the followers of the meek 


man of the woods. P. H. FosrER. 


An Outargued Priest, 
WANSACKZT, R. I., Aug. 9, 1891. 

Mx. Epnirog: We used to hav a Baptist church here stand. 
ing on Main street, right in the way of business. Well, the 
Providence Clothing Company bought them out, and the 
old church is now turned into a railroad warehouse, and we 
hav a very fine business block in place of it. Well, I hap- 
pened to drop into a store a short time ago, where I met four 
of my friends who are Freethinkers, and they were in a dis- 
cussion about the signs of the times with a priest, and they 
finally drove me into the ring, and in the course of our chat 
I happened to mention Colonel Ingersoll’s name, when the 
priest flew mad in a second, and among the rest he said: 
t He tears down all the time, but he don't giv you anything 
in the place of it.” ** Well,” said I, ** suppose you had a can- 
cer on your face, whick was eating your face all up, and I 
came along and cured it, would you ask me what I was going 
to giv you in place of it?” Well, said he, you would 
leave a big hole there." ‘Even so,” said J, it would be 
better than to hav it eat your whole face up. But,” said I, 
“allow me to draw your attention to this new building now in 
course of construction on Main street; that is going to be a 
fine building, is it not?“ ** Yes," said he. Well,” said I, 


“ before they could put up that building they had to remove 


a rotten old church, congregation and all, aud dig down some 
ten feet or more before they could lay a good foundation for 
that building, and that is just what Colonel Ingersoll is doing 
now. He is clearing away the old rubbish, and he is doing 
it very effectually, and if he does not liv long enough to 
build on the site, some one who will come after him will go 
on with the improvements.” Just then he had business out 
of doors, and we had a good laugh together. Straws show 
which way the wind blows. Long liv Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 

; GEO. M. HABE. 


Money and Railroads. 

Fox pu Lao, Wis., Aug. 11, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: I send three renewals and two new sub- 
scribers. I hope your correspondents are satisfied with their 
discussions of the silver dollar. I would like to say that 
perhaps our nation cannot change its coinage acts much 
without producing more or less injury or benefit. It cer- 
tainly was disastrous to this country in 1873 when John 
Sherman voted to take away the old silver dollar and take 
the trade dollars, though he has said he didn’t knowit. The 
Irishman stood hanging with the rope under his arms for 
several hours, yet when he put it round his neck he de- 
nied the charge; and Sherman, as chairman of the finance 
committee from 1867, tried to do the same thing with the 
silver dollar every year, and, being a little foxy, let others 
help him. Now, what would be the result if the. govern- 
ment should issue greenbacks sufficient to pay its debt at 
the rate of $25,000,000 per month and make the money a full 
legal tender for all debts, public and private (that is all the 
' force money can be made to hav), and let the gold and silver 
be made into bars—all of it free, to be used at home or sent 
abroad when wanted as pure metal, and then in a few years 
begin to melt our coins above fifty-cent pieces into bars and 
make their money at the same rate per month? When 
would the circulation amount to $75 per capita? Then 
these men who want a redeemer like the Christian’s must 
wait till they are conditioned for it. Then in line 
with such policy I would by law establish one per cent in- 
terest, and one cent a mile for railroad fare and three mills 
per ton per mile freight. And amend John Sherman’s anti- 
trust law, and make them void when the capital exceeds 
$50,000; and make all combines of trust companies void, and 
the capital to escheat to the state, and the state pay half of 

such capital to the informer. Dr. W. C. Parier. 


A Scheme for Consideration, 
BroowpArs, O., Aug. 11, 1891. 
Ms. Eprrog: While the Prohibitionists talk about legis- 
lating away the use of liquor, which, of course, everyone 
knows will prove futil, a few ideas occurred to me which 
I thought may not be out cf place if they appear among the 
correspondence in our old friend Tae Teora Seeker. Since 
the government has given the liquor-vendors  licenge and 


that may be termed dignity this procedure would put them 
on it and touch them in the sorest places to awaken them to 
a sense of their duty to themselvs and the community at 
large. And then would follow these consequences—the old 
topers would decrease and die out, the rising generation 
would learn to view this low practice with aversion, 
the saloors would find theirs an unprofitable business, 
or be patronized by the traveling public only, or die a 
natural death for want of patronage. Now I would strike a 
blow at a few others, and they are the following—the 
gamblers, the habitual loafers, confidence men, thieves, 
blacklegs, criminals, and hard cases of all kinds. Take 
away their franchises and testifying privilege at court, and 
generally make them equal to ciphers in this great nation, 
and if necessary compel them to wear a badge describing 
the grade of their uselessness. And again it is my opinion 
that if anything in the world would tend to put a person on 
his dignity this would. Children-could then see the brand 
of disgrace that the government or the people put on these 
failings and soon learn to avoid them. As things are at 
preseht there is no cessation of the evil and no good example 
to the young. 

It may be said that some of the old topers would go on 
drinking, thoroughly indifferent about voting, etc. My 
answer is, make all these break stones for macadamizing the 
country pikes and improving the condition of them, and 
thereby reduce taxation. C. C. Germann. 


The Flood Myth Exploded. 
: Sr. Lovis, Mo., July 19, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: Being a constant reader of Taz TRUTH 
SkkKER, and desiring to help along the good cause of truth 
as against the dark superstition that still has such a hold on 
our civilization, I inclose a communication I made to the St. 


Louis Repudlic,a paper usually fair on all subjects except 
Other people, notably 
Freethinkers and Spiritualists, complain of this. Every 
Sunday whole columns of nonsense from a Clergyman” 
appear in it, but truths substantiated by such overwhelming 
evidence as is offered in the above communication are 
ignored. But most of the so-called non sectarian press are 
equally partial on religio-philosophical subjects, suppressing 
truths supported by the best evidence and giving wide-circu- 
lation to glaring falsehoods, legends, and superstitions. Tbe 


religion. In this it is very unfair. 


Republic in replying to a communication, during its free tour 
contest, which questioned its count, scorned other than a 
free ballot and fair count, but it published hundreds of letters 
about religious legends, legendary persons, advocates of 
creeds supported by only myths many times exploded by 
science, but not one letter calling attention to well- 
authenticated facts where these facts opposed creeds and 
their falsehoods. 
and fair count. 


What is this, anyway, that.muzzles the press, chains Free- 
thought, boycotts society, and ostracises its opponents, and 
hoods scientific facts, at the same time circulating the mythol- 
ogies of barbarous ages? Nor does it pause here. It 
grasps at the state, goes into the legislativ halls, infringes on 
the rights, liberties, and property of other people, continu- 
ously laboring to carry the horrors of the medieval into the 
The fiood myth is only one of many which 
In 
It. is the 
duty of Liberals, Spiritualists, scientists, and all who believe 


present age. 
cannot withstand the light of scientific investigation. 
fact, nearly all the biblical tales are vulnerable. 


in unfettered truths, to come out boldly and assist in down. 


ing this relic of barbarism. Science demands it, humanity 


demands it, for history shows that the farther we remove 
from such barbarous institutes, the human race becomes 
happier, freer, and better. T. W. COOPER. 


Sr. Lov, Mo., June 14, 1891. 


Editor of the Republic: I inclose one vote for R. G. Inger- 


soll. Of the fifty leading competitors in your lists for the 


Bible journey, with the possible exception of Sheldon and 
Cave, all are held in strong bonds to preach their respectiv 
creeds, and dare not express other opinions, so they are dis- 
qualified from the critical examination of such an eminent 
scientific and historical tour, in which your readers are so 


much interested. I will giv one instance. All these creeds 
assert as facts that about 2100 to 2200 B. o. there was a deluge 
covering the highest mountains with water. They giv a 
definit genealogy from the birth of Arphaxad, two years 
after the fiood, of eleven patriarchs to Jacob, embracing a 
time of 432 years, or to the beginning of a semi-authentic 
history. They demand these ministers to accept and preach 
this legend as infallible. They are paid to doit. They are 
abused, vilified, ostracised, and deprived of their standing 
and position, if they do not advocate it just as their creeds 
record it. The head of Professor Briggs, dripping with 
recent gore, dangles over the gate through which they depart. 
His Union Seminary is boycotted, as per your clergyman’s 
Sunday Thoughts” of to-day. Now, in the very arena of 
this flood district the greatest elevation of the plains of 
Mesopotamia is 100 feet, of Mt. Lebanon 10,000 feet, of the 
Taurus range 8,000 to 12,000 feet, and Mt. Ararat, where the 
legend had the ark to rest, 17,000 feet. Your minister can 
measure these elevations. Then he ascends the Nile valley. 
Here he finds monumental history, written on imperishable 
stone walls, pilasters, and columns, engraved from: pedestal 
to terminals, on base, shaft, frieze, and abacus. He can 
read inscriptions in their tombs and mausoleums from archi- 
trave to floor molding. There we find an abundance of 
authentic history of thirty dynasties, embracing a time, as 
per Professor Lipsius of 3,900 years, per Manetto 5,004 
years, B.o. The thirteenth to sixteenth dynasties were 
contemporaneous with the eleven legendary patriarchs back 
to the flood. Your minister thus meets with a direct con- 
tradiction of this book of Genesis and the teachings of his 
creed, backed by the most overwhelming monumental evi- 


Hence it is badly deficient in a free ballot 


to build such splendid churches. 


but a little above the sea and thousands of feet below levels 


flooded, as written in his creed, only.a few hundred miles 


away, at the time, nor for thousands of years previous, 

can he hav the courage to face his church and community 

and tell the truth, which would end his ministerial career ? 

I doubt it. Yet three out of four of your readers desire to 
know the truth. : 

Iogersoll is not so handicapped, and I think would giv his 

unbiased opinion on this and other truths he would discover. 
ti Yours, T. W. Coopzz. 


Romanism Soundly Belabored. 
` Newark, N. J., July 31, 1891. 
Mr. Epitor: Our Constitution declares all men are born 
free and equal, and the right to liberty is universal and 
inalienable, and the United States shall guarantee to every 
state a republican form of government. Now, where is 
there any liberty in our country if the Mother of Harlots 
and the father of lies is allowed to immure our children in 
prisons called nunneries, there to liv a wretched life, and 


‘mothers and fathers are allowed to see or talk to their dear 


ones only through prison bars? On, what à great wrong is 
permitted to be done under the name of religion and liberty ! 
Those demented creatures are led to their prison cells as the 
negro slaves were led by their owners to prison-pens seven 
and twenty years ago, or like the oxen to their slaughter, 
That those nuns are slaves to the beast is unquestionable, 
They pray to God, and to virgins who were mothers to chil- 
dren and saints who were their fathers. In fact, they pray . 
to devils, and should be called devil-worshipers. The inhu- 

manity of the church has made many Infidels. As long as 

it continues to build nunneries there will be thousands to 

detest the church of Rome. Caste in the Protestant churches 

has done them a great injury and has been the cause of large 

numbers leaving and deserting. 

A few years ago I went to Albany, N. Y., passing by a 
large Catholic cathedral back of the capitol on the hill. 
The doors of the church were wide open, and inside of the 
church was a small congregation, and the priestly wolf was 
dressed in his regimentals. He was celebrating high requiem 
to catch and locate the dead man’s soul. It was the bishop’s 
church. I was looking up to the ceiling of the church. I 
was admiring the decorations of the interior. The people 
saw me looking at the ceiling and thought I was looking for 
the man’s soul taking its flight. Immediately the mourners 
looked upward, and as I had been the means of diverting 
their minds from the mass I arose and left the church, and 
looking up to view the architecture outside I read this 
notice, A single sitting at mass, ten cents.” ** What?" I. 
exclaimed, ‘‘can it be possible that those pagans will insult 
the honest poor? That it will cost ten cents to go into the 
house of God—before they are allowed to go in to commune 
with God?" The hackmen answered me, The church 
must be supported.“ Oh, yes, by such people as you, who 
will allow yourselvs to be insulted ard to be made slaves of 
You are told after build- 
ing your own house for a pauper, it will cost ten cents to 
enter. If you were men, you would tear such disgraceful 
signs from your church doors.” And a few of them said, 
“ Bully for you, old man!" And others said it was none of 
my damned business." Ianswered, ‘‘ Itis every man’s busi- 
ness to liberate slaves, and point out frauds who under the 
cloak of religion are impoverishing the country and robbing 
the people, Look at that priest inside there who is chanting 
a prayer to God—it takes money to induce that priest to 
plead to God to forgiv that man his sins! By that man’s 
death the priest gets his fee, but can any one of you get the 
verdict whether your God permitted that soul to enter the 
sanctum sanctorum? Now, if you folks would employ a 
lawyer to plead for a thief or a murderer you would always 
get the verdict. A lawyer pleads to a judge to get a thief or 
a murderer clear from his just punishment that he richly 
deserves, and the priest for a miserable, cowardly wretch 
that deserved to be punished. The lawyer is the more hon- 
est of the two. And I would not like to be engaged in 
either of their vocations, for culprits should be punished.” 
There was a dead silence in that crowd as I told them to 
think for themselvs instead of hiring others to think for 
them, and if they would keep away from their churches one 
month those signs would be removed, and if they wished to 
kill the devil they could starve him to death if they did not 
feed him. S0 I bid them good-bye and passed on. Before 
leaving Albany it was my good fortune to meet one of those 
hackmen, who congratulated me on making a convert. He 
was & man of & family of six children, and was glad that I 
had laid the truth before him. He said he did not sleep the 
whole night thinking of my words, and he resolved that he 


would never again be led by the priest, for it was nothing 


but paying out money to support the church. And I hav no 
doubt that man kept his word. Now, if those politicians of 
both of the political parties would speak out as plainly as I 
do there would be very few nunneries built where only the 
priestly wolves are allowed to enter. Those brothels and 
sinks of iniquity will be allowed to exist as long as those 
two parties hold out, for neither of the sets of bosses dare 
open their filthy mouths and say one word against those 
bawdy-house prisons. Americans! where is your man- 
hood? Where is the chivalry and courage of your fathers? 
Your love of country has departed, and you are politically 
corrupt and you think a political office is the only thing 
worth living for. You will get down in the mud, and eat it 
too, to curry favor with popigh bosses to get an office. 
Shame you hay none} W, W, Mornig. 
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being informed by the lad that he had done 
the damage under the pressure of an irresist- 
ible desire, such as is usually the plea of 
children in similar circumstances, I am 
very sorry that you should spoil my sofa. I 
hav just paid $75 to hav it recovered, and I 
cannot afford to hav that done over again. 
The only thing I can see is for you to sit on 
that cut place when anybody is here so as to 
cover it. I know you don’t like company 
very well, but I know your mother would be 
ashamed to hav callers see that hole.” 

The small boy knew his father too well to 
protest, and indeed for the moment he was 
probably.only too happy to get off so easily. 
-When, however, he had been summoned to 
sit on that cut two or three times things wore 
a different aspect. He heard the door-bell 
ring with apprehension, and when he was 
called for to run to the drawing-room he 
burst into wailing and weeping so violent 
that his presence had to be dispensed with. 

Now, my son,” his father said to him, 
“I did not make any fuss when you cut my 
new sofa covering, and I can’t: allow you to 
make a fuss about bearing the consequences 
of what you did to please yourself." 

The poor little wretch was reduced to & 
condition of despair pitiful to behold, when 
his father said to him: l 
Now, Willis, I am going to make a propo- 
sition to you. You may do just as you 
please about it. I promised you a soldiers ' 
uniform at Christmas; now, if you had 
rather I took that money and had the sofa 
mended, I would put enough in it to get the 
thing done. But if I do you will get no uni- 
form at Christmas.” i 

The lad chose to hav the sofa mended, and 
at Christmas he bore his disappointment like 
his father's son. He did hav, it is only fair 
to his father to add, a good deal in the way. 
of alleviations of one sort and another. i 

ee . i 
Perseverance and Pluck. f 

It is the steady workman who commands 
the best wages, the man who keeps at it. 
Newton kept at it for three years until he 
discovered the principle of gravitation, and 
Kepler was nearly a lifetime in working’ out 
his three laws of the universe. Morse kept 
at it with the electric telegraph until he 
turned failure into success, and Edison kept 
at it until he turned the phonograph from a 
toy into a world’s wonder. | 

Success is rarely a matter of accident. 
Spirit and pluck always achieve great results. 
There is no such thing as luck. . 
Luck!“ said Wellington, ‘I make luck!» 

Darwin was rarely able to work long at a 
time. He accomplished his great work by 
having a single aim and putting every ounce 
of his force and every hour of his time into 
the task which he had set before him. 

He never scattered his energy, he never 
wasted an hour, and by steadily keeping at 
it, in spite of continual ill health and of long 
intervals of semi-invalidism, he did a great 
work, and has left the impression upon the 
world of a man of extraordinary energy and 
working capacity. 

— tO 
Correspondence. 


MoMinnvirzz, ORE., Aug. 7, 1891. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: As I hav never writ- 
ten to the CornerI will write to-day. I go 
to school and study fourth reader, spelling, 
arithmetic, and grammar. I am eight years 
of age. We take TAE TRUTH SEEKER, and! 
Y always read the Corner before anything. 
I enjoy looking at the pictures. We 
received two TRUTH SEEKERS last night; one 
of them had no Corner. My sister has writ. 
ten to the Corner once before, and we got it 
back in the paper. Ihav two brothers. One 
is named Samuel Farmer ; the other, John. 
And two sisters. One is Mary; the other, 
Vina. My oldest sister is married. 

Asit is my first letter to the Corner I will 
not make it too long, for fear it will go in 
the waste-basket. ELWA FARMER. 


Children’s Gomer. 


Hdited by Miss Busan H. Wrron, Fail 
Hiver, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
his Oorner should be sent. 


„Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a panse in the day's ocoupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


A Boy Hero, 


In harmless Paris, which to foreign eyes 
Seems made of mirrors, gaslight, and display, 
A splendid building’s walle began to rise, 
Ascending stone by stone from day to day. 


High and more high the pile was builded well, 
And scores of laborers were busy there, 
When suddenly a fragil staging fell, 
And two strong workmen swung aloft in air, 


Suspended by their hands to ons slight hold, 
That bent and cracked beneath their sudden 
weights 
One worn with toil and growing gray and old; 
One a mere boy, just reaching man’s estate, 


Yot with a hero’s soul. Alone and young, 
Were it not well to yield his single life, . 
On which no parent leaned. no ehildren clung, 
And save the other to his babes and wife? 


He saw that ere deliverance could be brought 
The frail support they grasped must surely 
break, ; ö 
And in that shuddering moment’s flash of thought 
He chose to perish for his comrade’s sake. 


With bravery such as heroes seldom know, 

* Tig righe," he said, and loosing his strong grip 
Dropped like a stone upon the stones below, 

And lay there dead, the smile still on his lip. 


What though no laurels grow his grave above, 
And o'er his name no sculptured shaft may 
rise? 
To the sweet spirit of unselfish love 
Was not his life a giorions sacrifice ? 
ELIZABETH ÅKERS. 


What the Little Folks are Saying. 


> Jimmy Warburton is the grandson of the 
proprietor of Cresabronk greenhouses, and he 
is a little more than four years old. He is 
just wearing pants and jacket for the first 
time. Little Edie, his playmate, a dark-eyed, 
bright child, wants jacket and pants also. 
She and Jimmy play together a great deal. 
The other day Jimmy did a naughty act that 
might hav resulted seriously. He went into 
the house and told his mamma that the meu 
who were working in the trench near by 
would like some matches. As there were 
` several men at work his mamma thought a 
card of matches none too many, and handed 
the same to Jimmy, who gravely tcok the 
matches and marched off. Presently Jin my 
came back quite a sight to behold witi: a 
smoky face and a rather dilapidated appear. 
. ance generally. 
After some talk it came out that Jimmy, 
with the strategy of an older head, had 
obtained the matches for another purpose. 
With them he and Edie had built a fire in 
Hon. Milton Read's lot near by. The result 
was that Edie had a scorched toe and Jimmy 
had become pretty well smoked up. 
He would not own that he had told a 
wrong story in getting the matches under 
false pretenses, but said that he had made a 
mistake. In impressing upon hts mind the 
danger of his act, in order to prevent a 
repetition of the same, his mamma told him 
he had trespassed upon another person's 
property, and there was no knowing what 
might happen had Mr. Reed been at home. 
Jimmy might hav been taken to the station 
house in the vehicle known as the '* hurry- 
up." . 
Bracing himself up with much dignity, the 
little fellow said: ' What? Milton Reed 
arrest me? He can't do it! Tm my grand- 
father's boy. My grandfather would blacken 
Reed’s eye if he should attempt to arrest me. 
No, sir; Milton Reed can’t arrest me!“ 

However, it is not likely that Jimmy will 
attempt a conflagration on Mr. Reed's 
premises again, nor will he be allowed the 
privilege of playing with matches by any 
Strategic movement he may make. 


DonoHESTER, NEB., Aug. 11, 1891. 

Drar Miss Wixow: I again write to you. 
Our school is out for two months’ vacation. 

We are having nice weather here. Plenty 
of rain and crops are good. The Blue river 
has been higher this year than it has been for 
fourteen years and it rose quicker than ever 
before. It rose fourteen feet in two hours, 
and then gradually until it was twenty feet 
above low-water mark. 

There is a large colony of Amish here. 
They hav a large church and it is built in 
the shape of a large cross. 


Eccentric Disciplin. 


I am writing the scrappy sort of letter 
which is particularly obnoxious to the soul 
of the editor, and, therefore, take occasion 
to tuck in a story with a moral which, writes 
Arlo Bates in one of his Boston letters, was 
told the other day in a discussion on the train- 
ing of children. A gentleman who is re- 


garded as somewhat eccentric by the more 

conventional of bis acquaintances, and whose Pod 5 9 5 d us peser e thes 
management of his small son, a lad of some hav intermarried until they resemble one 
seven years, is especially amazing to the gos. | another. They hav excursions, and religious 
sips, returned home the other evening to be customs or washing feet; the ladies wash the 
met: with thc news that the boy hed ont a gentemen : font and the gentlemen wash the 
hole ip:the drawing-room ect adies’ feet. They will not associate with 
l the g 8 anyone outside their church unless it js abso- 


* Well, my son,” the father said, after lutely necessar . This colony numbers about 


seven hundred, big and small. They first 
settled in Seward county April 3, 1873. In 
some future time I will giv you their history 
if- you wish. 

My grandpa has & large orchard. He has 
80 many apples that he does not know what to 
do with them. He is feeding them to the hogs. 

They are thrashing out their grain crops 
aroynd here with steam thrashers. There 
is hardly a time, day or night, but that you 
can hear one whistle. I guess I will close 
now. I still remain. 

Your little Freethinker, 
: JESEN A. JOHNSON. 
MOoMINNVILLE, ORE., Aug. 7, 1891. 

Drar Miss WIxXON: As it has been some 
time since I hav written to the Corner I 
thought I would try and write again. 

Ihav two brothers and two sisters. My 
youngest sister and I hav been going to 
school, but school was out July 17th. We 
had a pretty good time the last day. . 

My youngest sister is going to write this 
time and we will send our letters together. 

We hav had no Sunday-school since last 
summer. I went part of the time. I hope 
there will be no more. It is raining to-day 
and has been raining ever since Tuesday and 
it is pretty muddy. 2 

We do not get a paper every week, for we 
liv a long way from McMinnville—about ten 
miles—and we can't go.every week. 

Fruit is getting ripe but very slowly. It is 
to» cold. 

As this is my second letter to the Corner, I 
will not make it too long and tiresome, for 
fear it will take up too much space. 

I will close, hoping this will not find its 
way to the waste-basket, wishing you suc- 
cess in your good work. 

Your Freethinker friend, D. 

; Vina FARMER. 
- Benzamin, Uran, Aug. 12, 1891. 

Miss Susan H. Wrxon: I received your 
letter on July 20th and hav not answered it 
yet, but I am going to answer it now. I will 
tell you the reason I did not answer it sooner : 
I hav been sick and hav not been able to 
write. Yes, there is a lot of bees, and they 
givusa lot of delicious honey, and we sre 
very sweet. The honey is too sweet some- 
times, but it is nice to hav all the honey you 
wish toeat. Yes, that is papa standing in 
the foreground of the picture, Luie in the 
doorway, and that is Lillie in the other door- 
way. She is my sister, younger than I. I 
hav another sister, younger than Lillie; her 
name is Rosie. Well, if you ever get to Utah 
come and giv us a visit and you can hav all 
the real honey you wish; you are welcome 
to the picture. I would send you some real 
comb honey, but I do not know how to send 
it. Kind regards to you all and good wishes. 

I am going to tell about the bees. The 
workers first. The workers are the smallest 
bees and they gather the honey. They do all. 
the work, and the queen bee lays all the eggs. 
She is a very fine bee; but the drones, they 
do not do anything, only stay in the hive and 
eat the honey that the other bees gather. 

I received a book on August 10th called 
F'reethinker's Magazine, and I guess it is from 
you. There is alady’s picture in it and I 
think it is Susan H. Wixon's. It isa very 
nice book. I shall take careof it. Thanks 
for sending it. Lovisa Hons. 


[No, dear, we did not send the magazine. 
Perhaps it was sent from the office of pub- 
lication. Thanks for your nice letter.—Ep. 
C.C.] 


Neora, Ia., July 30, 1891. 

Miss Wixon, Kind Friend: I am a new 
member seeking admission to your" Corner. 
We do not take Taz Teura BEEKER, but our 
nearest neighbor does and through him we 
hav made its acquaintance. 

We liv five miles from the nearest village, 
and consequently I hav very little society. 

My mamma and papa both hav been 
school-teachers and my life has been a roving 
one; 80 I believe I hav had as much, if not 
more experience than most girls of my age. 

Living in the hotels, or boarding in the 
houses of others, usually I hav had the 
opportunity of coming in daily contact with 
new and different phases of life. 

I hav never been taught to respect the 
church as an organization, though many of 
my dearest friends are members and of 
course I respect and love them. 

Not that I believe the influence of the 
church has made them what they are, for I 
think they would do their duty to the best of 
their ability no matter where they were 
placed. 


I hav, at times in my life, been wavering | 


and wondering what was right, and as yet I 
havfoundnocreed or beliefIcould wholly trust 
and relyon. If Christians are asked tothrow 
aside their doctrin, they, of course, ask what 
they shall take in its place. That is what I 
wish to know. 

Do you teach no heaven, no hell, no God, 
no hereafter? 

Perhaps this has all been talked over in 
Tue TRUTH BEEK RR before I began to read 
it; if so, you may not care to explain it all 
again. ButI wonderedif you meant that each 
person was to think as he pleased and not 
intrude his thoughts on others, but to strive 
in each and every way to do as his conscience 
bids him. That is what I try to do. I hope 
I hav not written too plainly, but I hav given 
my free thoughts,” I can say enough in 


favor of the temperance society. If all the 
boys and men of our country could say what 
Otto Wettstein said in his letter, what a grand 
thing it would be. I think it would be 
pleasant for the girls to hav a society. Girls 
hav not the great temptation of drink that 
boys hav, but there are daily little temptations 
and trials which only girls dream of; things 
to make them lose their tempers and be cross. 
Are we to be outdone by the boys? I say 
we ought to giv up some foolish pleasures as 
well as they, such as chewing gum, slan 
phrases (that most girls delight 1n), and 
won't say novels, because there are many 
useful and instructiv ones, but I mean the 
low, trashy ones that only harm us. Iam 
fifteen years old. I was most attracted by 
the letters of Helen Parrish and Otto 
Wettstein, but I liked all. I find a higher 
degree of intelligence and broader thoughts 
from the young folks than in most periodicals. 
I wish some of the Infidels” near my age 
would correspond with me. Like the old 
man and the seven sticks, the closer bound 
the stronger. : 

‘I hav not a ** Balaam? like Maud Kuffels, 
but I hav a nice, pretty pony that I love to 
ride. I am alone, without any brother or 
sister for company, and I would enjoy such 
letters as I see others receive, if any care to 
write. Yours truly, GLEE BRITTON. 

P.8.—My address is, Glee Britton, Box 94, 
Neola, Ia. 


[Thanks for your very sensible letter, Glee, 
and we shall hope to hear from you often.— 
Ep. C. C.] 


LIFE AND CAREER 


Charles Bradlaugh 


BY A è 
George Jacob Holyoake. 


Freethinker wants this Life of the Great 
Secularist, by the Father of Secularism. 


Price, 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. 
` Address this Office. 


Evolution Series. 


Lectures and Discussiohs before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 


oe 15 Alfred, Russell Yrallaeo, by Edward D. 
0.i Ernst Hasokel, by Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man ; with portrait. 
Price, 10 Cents each. 


For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I. EvornuTi0N. ANTIQUITY, Bacteria, Eto. By 
William Durham F. R. B. l. 5 


II. ASTRONOMY, SUN, Moon, Stans, Ero. By Will- 
iam Durham, F. R. S. E. 


These handy series of volumes on Science—of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others te follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply & popular need. 

The price of each i8.50 cents in cloth. ` 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
` next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. : 


Ever 
En glich 


: ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Bnowrville, Va. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, - 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


A FARM FOR SALE. 
: 24 ACRES. 


Beautifully located. 85 miles from New York on 
New Jersey Central R R. Rich soil. Owner re- 
tiring. Price reasonable. 

Address T. WHITE, 
tf Oare of THES TRUTH SEEKER. 


What Would Follow 
THE - 


Effacement of ChristianityP 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1, 

Address Tux TRUTH BEEEKER. 


THE 


French Invasion of Ireland in 90. 


Leaves of Unwritten RiMorr. That Tell of a 
Heroic Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England’s Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFF. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by. well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and goid side stamps. Price, $1.50. 

The present volume i8 an effort to resoue from 
comparativ oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war; .. It points a moral that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail rcoeive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition, . 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim, Contains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Direotory, 
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DID MAN FALL? 

f -The Location and Topography of the Gar. 
den of Eden & Fact. 

IS THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 


$5,000 REWARD. 


AEL W. GROH, Author of “Is the God 
By mi. of Israel the True God?” s 
Paper, 10 cents. 


The Candle From Under the Bushe! 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and. Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
» Pricop .- 5 cents. 


SELF-CONTRADIOTIONS 


F 
THE BIBLE. : 


1 4 4 PROPOSITIONS, Theological, Moral, Hig- 
torical, and Speculative, each proved af- 
firmatively and negatively by quotations from 
scripture, without comment; embodying the most 
palpable and striking self-contradictions of the 
So-called inspired word of 
By W. H. Burr. 72 pages.. Price, 15 cents. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 


Bx A. HoLYoAkE. 
10 cents. 


Specimen of The Bible. Esther. 


By A. HoLTOAK E. ' 
Price, . 10 cents. 


Acts of The Apostles. A Farce. 


By A. HOLYOAKE. 
10 cents. 


Price, 


Price, 


Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. 
: By A, Horxoaxr. 
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By M. D. Conway. 
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= By A. L. Rawson. 
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THE, NEW AGE. 
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If You. Take Away My Religion 
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A PLEA FOR ATHEISM 
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Price. 10 cents. 


Diakgue Between a Christian Mis- 
sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 
i Price, 10 cents. 


Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
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Price, 10 cents. 
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; By E. C. WALKER. 
] 10 cents. 
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On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
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EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. 
By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
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Essay on Miracles, 
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. By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
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By T. E. LoNG8BORE. 
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THE UNSEEN WORLD. 
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By ANNIE BESANT. 
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RADICAL ROMANCE. 
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500pp., paper, 80 cents. 
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‘The passages unfit for family reading. 
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THE 
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Secular Responsibility 
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GENESIS I, II: 
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EVOLUTION THEORY. 
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Price, 25 cents. 


BIBLE BALANCED. 


Comparing thé Bible's Bast Teachings and Bays 
. ings with those of P who 
Lived previous to Bible 


Authors. 
By G. O. DARLING. 
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The Birth and Growth of Myth. 
The Childhood of the World. 


8 books in 1 vol. ^ cri 
BELEOT WORKS OF 


a 
olf 


> . 
TH. BIBOT, 


Yransiated from the French by J. Fitzgerald, M.A. e 


The Diseases of Memory. 

The Diseases of the Will. 

The Diseases of Personality. 
8 books in 1 vol. — s E 

THE MILEY WAY. 

The Wonders of the Heavens. 
By Camille Flammarion. 

The 
Kalley Miller, M. A. 
e Suns its Constitution,its Phenomena, 
ita Condition. By Nathan T. Carr, LL. D- 


32 ius. 


8 books in 1 vol. » 4 

POLITICAL SCIENCE. 
Physies and Politics. An application 
Of the principles of Natural 
Political Society. By Walter Bagehot, 
. author of “ The Eng. Constitution,” and 
History of the Science of Politics. By 
Frederick Pollock. 2 books in 1 vol. 

THE LAND QUERTION. 
Tbe History of Landholding in Eng- 
land. By Joseph Fisher, F. R. H. B.; and 
Historical Sketch of the Distribution 
of Land in England. By William 
Lioyd Birbeck, M.A. 2booksinivol. . 

i MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Mystery of Matter, and The Philos- 


ophy of Ignorance; and 
The Essential Nature of Religion. By 
J. Allanson Picton. 2 books in 1 vol. 
Science and Crime; and ; 
Science and Poetry, with other Essays. 
By Andrew Wilson, F.B.S.E. 
2 books in 1 vol. Uu 
(Continued in next column.) 


. 150 | Orthodoxy. 


Romance of Astronomy. By R. 


cience to - 


plain cloth, $1.25. 5 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 
per, 25 cents. 


The Christian, Reli ion. BY R G. 
miah 8. rof. 

e X, Fistor. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

56 pegos, 12mo, paper, 

10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. ted in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as. 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures, 
This makes a grand missionary. document, 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor 40 the San Franoisoa a 5700 D & f 

1 COD1EBs 3 be 
ffillions of these should be circulated. — 


| Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Bob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. | 


ersoll's Lectures Complete. 
und in one volume, To meet tlie demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all bis lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
at rap o. 
14: Style, an nia 
Which is sold at the exoeodingly low 


price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’ “The Vision 
of War,” the “Grant Banquet Toast,” that 
they hav been printed on heavy toned paper, 
18x22, illuminated border, and in large, olog: 
type, suitable for framing, and the three will : 
be forwarded to any address for 25 ots, or 
either one for 15 cts. 3 3 

Prose Poems and Selections, This 

- i em. Itis a model in every re- 
new ae isad ‘ong of the richest, bri htest, 
best ever issued. I$ contains, besides the gel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 
iheretofore printedin various shapes, but never 
ibrought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, argumenta, loct- 

mres, letters, table-talks, and -t con. 

Sergationg of the author. The work is designed 

For and will be accepted by admiring friends aa 

rare personal souvenir, To help it serve this 

purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared og eolally or it 

Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt bac! 

and side, $2.50; in half calf, moti ed edges, ele- 

gant wg style, 15 2 ; m tu in 10 m 

rocco: ,. exquisitly fine, 7.500 

calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Life. A Prose Poem. Printed in 
eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


| Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


boudoir, $1 cous THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 


125 


1.00 


1.00 


1.00 


T6 


E: 


Alexis inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid 


for 25cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 

ers’ Almanao.....-.. PE ETT , 25 

2. Men, Women, and. Gods. Helen H. Gar- * 
END e 

8. Age of Reason. Thomas Paine 225 
4. Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. 

. Bennett... . . . . 5 . 25 
5. Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck. 20 
6. Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire. 10 
7. Ingersoil’s Address on Shakspere......... 95 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 
Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


‘A. NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. - 
Preface by R. &. INGERSOLL. 

For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
gis and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
he narrativ is, in the main, a history of A work- 


ing girl’s Hife and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is surg to be worth the attention 
of. the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


and Tumors CURED: no knife, 
book free. Drs.GRATIGNY & NORRIS ` 
E AA No. 163 Elm street, Cincinnati, O 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism com - 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 

Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs ot Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Prefa- 

: tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel. Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 

elen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents, 


A Reply to Father Lambert's 
“Tactics of Infidels.’ 20 cents. 
Post free. : i 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
Bud Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo. 
Jution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con. 
structiv. 22 pages in cover.. Price, 

. 10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents, 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which fs the More Reasonable? 
24 pages: Price, 10 cents. i 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 1 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 2 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The. Glory of Unbelief. 22 pages in 

cover. Price, 10 cents. ; 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
; Bellef and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. $ 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 

nel ‘Robert Ingersoll) 32 pages in cover 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rev. Dr. R. F, Burns, of Halifax, 
N.8. In thia letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward .Ohristianity. 8. Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facta and Opinions, 5. Ohrist and Heroism, 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


6 cents. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


: As WANTED auick sare SAMPLE FREE. pen 


opportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 849 AMPL way, R. Ho 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, .: 
Philadelphia; Pa. g 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH BEEKER co. 


Liberty in Literature, 

By RORT. G. INGERSOLL, | 
Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


— 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. i 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE ` 
New York State Bar ‘Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 91, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Editlon. 
PRION, TEN*OENTS. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritioat Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


Contents : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lio Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man’s Fall, and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man’s Position, 
Fate, Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit.. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Oharterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So- 
ciety to Oriminals. Duty of Self Oulture. Mar- 
riage. Cloth; price, $1.50. i 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff's Process," etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration. (Dew York Tribune. 

he appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his gel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. . - 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 

e romantic narrativ.is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 
12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
GIRARD’S WILL 
AND 
Girard College Theology 
AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’smagnificent 
- bequest to Philadelphia by the Ohristian - 
churches and Young Men's 
Christian Associa- 
jon. 


By Bion. B. WESTEBOOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Prioe $1. Address TRR TRUTH SEEKER. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 
Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


Or Boys and Girls. 12m9, 383pp., $1.25. 
Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The On 8- 
thinkers’ Ohildren's Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 410, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” * The Real Blasphemers, “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book -contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—[The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1, $ 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


| CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


THE Ziberal EH extings. — 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Socteties meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. . 


THEIR 


Crimes and Persecutions. 
8vo, 1, 119 pp. Cloth, $8; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Latayette Place, New York. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Magonic Temple, 220 Hast 15th street. Lect- 
uresand discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock at 
Liberal League » 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
, Newark, N. Leotureg and discussions on 
religions and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Ohristian church are thirty- 


American Secular Union, Newark 


nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. ] 
The Foolishness of Prayer. Think Branch. 
.of s minister's praying God to kill grasshop-| 124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 


ers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
ake a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!" Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. | Fraca 

Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
Price, 5 cents. 5 " 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
j tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. | South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 F. u., egery 
The Publie Schools and the Catholic | form Tree. Obazos Monbolland, soorotary, d$ 


Church. Price, 5 cents. Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ax d 
Wood sts..a¢ 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social 
Able speskersinterest the Redience. N, 
Seeker publicationsalwayson handatcheap rates, 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales'ine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A, O. MIDDLETON. 
Price, . S ; è 


10cent. |The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P. M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGETON, Sec. 


EHzur Wright Secular Union 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- | days of each month at Independent Ohuroh, at 
atin: YMN- i 10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects, 
? H Boox contains songs Subscriptions to Tax TRUTER SEEKER and Intestt- 


g: IBERAL 
by the best-poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
ig 


ighly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, | gator are solicited, 


hi 
Parton. Might, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price Chicago Secular Union 
$5 cents, Address TRR TRUTH BERKER ÖC- Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 


Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The publio cordially invited. 


New “dition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY NELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Spectal Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
38 Lafayotto Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
sale at this office. Price, 5) cents. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 


IS A GREAT SUCCESS: 


The Crowning Achievement of Mechanical 
Genius, Taste, Energy, and Ingenuity, 
Combined with 41 years of Practi- 
cal Experience (34 years in 
Rochelle) at the Jeweler’s 

: Bench. 


Unequaled in quality and price. Has 16 jewels, 
patent regulator, Brequet hair-spring  (non- 
catchable), beautiful double sunk paneled dial, 
finely adjusted to heat, cold, and position, stem 
wind and set, new model. In silverine cases, $19; 
3 ounce coin si ver, $22.50; 4 oz. dust proof, $25, 
no better sold elsewhere for $35. In best l4kt|. 
filled gold cases, guaranteed 20 vears, open face, 
$27 to $30; hunting, $82 to $35; in 14kt, solid 
gold, $50 to $90. All elegantly engraved or plain. 
Bent prepaid, and cash refunded if not satisfao- 
tory. Watches cleaned, $1; springs, $1; and re- 
turned free. Best work in the world. Send for 
testimonials, price lista of ladies’ and cheaper 
watches, diamonds, silver ware, cards in colors 
and gold of my Freethourht badge, tracts, eto., 
free. OTTO WETTSTEIN 
BooRELLE. lrr. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


.Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8o’olook, A cordia - 
tation is extended to all, Seats free. ra 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in Macdon- 
ald’s Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. , Lect- 
ures, songs, and gelect reading. Digoussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
huted free. Frank Morst, Cor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 

7 eral Union 

Of Los, Angelon, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first . 
and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parra 
Hall. Everybody invited, Mns. R. M. BERRA, 

Pres.: J. H. MOWIILIAus, Heo. Seo. ; 


The Walia Walla Liberal Club 


The 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


. Meets every Runday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, A.M. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. Oo. A. HARRIS, ; 
I8AACB. LEE, Seo. 


San Antonio (Texas) Liberal Asso- 
ciation 
meets every Friday evening at Liberal Hall, 227 
East Houston street. Free reading room and cir- 
| culating library open every day and evening. 
| Strangers cordially invited. A. OHAPMAN, Sec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLI/S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By LUDWIG FEUERBACR. 
Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


Zend 10 cents for 
this valuable book for 
young and middle- 
Aged men, suffering 
from a Life-wasting 
Disease, as the regult 
of youthful follies, 
indiscretion, and ex- 
in maturer 


times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress Dr. Robt. P, Fellows, Vineland, N. J., and 
gay where you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. : 

„Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

Tunes and a generous patron of the Freethought 

press. He has many testimonials to the value of |- 

his progressive and suecessful method of treat- 
ment, and deserves Datronage,—Presthought, 
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` Bews of the Week. 


Mns. MONTOMERY, a wealthy and promi- 
nent lady of Taunton, Mass., has a sixteen- 
year-old daughter who, with dysentery and 
other troubles, has been sinking for some 

time while under faith cure treatment. Mrs. 
Montgomery’s only regret, she says, is that 
she once infringed the treatment by giving a 
dose of blackberry cordial. . 


COLONEL INGERSOLL 


Biographios of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 


[WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, CODS AND RELIGIONS 


AND REFORMERS. —_| aNCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


Vol. I. Giva a Ful Account of all the Gods, in 
Tesohers, Bkeptios Innovators, Founders of | "Singing Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
tists, etc. (who were not a), Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 8vo, sapp. Vol. 1I. Describes Fully all 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; ` the Religious Systems of the World. 
leather, $4; mor., g- e. $4.50. Svo, ITDP., Cloth #8 per voL the 
BY D. M. BENNETT. rocco, gilt edges, $5. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., BY D. M. BENNETT. 


. 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


celebrated hs flfty- eighth 


birthday on the 11th. 


UNITED STATES gov- 
ernment clerks are said 
to be organiziug to secure 
service pensions. 


. Tue cardinal of Paris 
says that the children of 
that city are rapidly 
being paganized by the 
godless schools. 


Many children of Bap- 
tists and Stundists in 
Russia hav been stolen 
to be reared in the 
Greek Catholic faith. 


Tak prisoners in the 
Atchison, Kan., jail re- 
cently became so inter- 
ested in a discussion of 
scripture that they came 
to blows. ; 


A PROVIDENTIAL Visita- 
tion of especial mark was 
the striking of a group 
of three preachers by 
lightning. in Screven 
county, Ga. 


GovVERNMENT compen- 
sation of ex-slaves for 
deprivation of wages 
while in servitude has 
been proposed, but prob- 
ably will not be adopted. 


Taxma advantage of 
the recent riots, England, 
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I nav a higher opinion of the medical, or 
rather surgical, profession, than of any other. 
The practice of the law is too severe an ordeal 
for poor human nature. He who habituates 
himself to the distortion of truth, and to 
exultation at the success of injustice, will at 
last hardly know right from wrong. So it is 
with politics; a man must hav 8 conven- 

tional conscience. Of 
ecclesiastics too much is 
expected, and they con- 
sequently become hypo- 
‘crits. As to soldiers, 
they are cut-throats and 
robbers, ~and not the 
less 80 because they are 
ready to sénd a bullet 
through your head if you 
tellthem your opinion of 
them. But the mission 
of surgeons is to benefit 
mankind, not to mys- 
: tify or destroy them or 
inflame them against 
one another.—Vapole 
Bonaparte. : 
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Ww a nation begins 
to be civilized, it has 
some Opinions which are 
quite false. It believes 
in spirits, sorcerers, the 
enchantment of serpents 

- and their immortality ; in 
possessions of the devil, 
exorcisms, and sooth- 
gayers. It is persuaded, 
that seeds must grow 
rotten in the earth to 
spring up again, and that 
the quarters of the moon 
are the causes of ac- 
cesses of fever. A Tala- 
poin persuades his fol- 
lowers, that the god Ba- 
monocodom sojourned 
some time at Siam, and 
that he cut down all the 
trees in a forest which 


France, and Germany 


may attack China and 
wrest territory from her, 
using a demand for 
guarantees of better se- 
curity to foreigners as a 
pretext. 


GERMAN papan disfavor our Exposition on 
the ground of the growth of American hos- 
tility to. everybody and everything outside 
the United States.” 


Missionaries Of the Russian church are 
urging the Holy Synod to coerce factory- 
owners to set a day each week for their 
hands to attend religious meetings. 


THERE hav been exposed in Canada polit- 
ical abuses so atrocious that, in the words of 
the London Pall Mall .Gazette, ‘a more sor- 
did spectacle of corruption has never been 
presented by a free people.” ` 


ANDREW CARNEGIE at a late speech in 
Scotland prophesied that the time will soon 
. come when the two branches of the English- 
speaking race will stand shoulder to shoulder 
for maintenance of the world’s peace. 


Tue Rome ministerial press declares that 
1 a foreigner is elected as pope on the death 
of Leo XIII. the government will not allow 
him to take the papal seat and will seize and 
sequestrate the Vatican property. 


Two bills of Socialistic drift bid fair to 
pass the French chamber.. One is to pension 
aged workmen, the other to make loans to 
farmers. Opponents urge 1 88 them, be- 
sides the usual anti- Socialist arguments 
against government assumption of private 
functions, the consideration that the systems 
will be abused like our army pensions and 
used to attach a class to the party in power. 


Mayor HRMPHILIL of Atlanta, Ga., on 
Sunday the 9th allowed laborers to finish 
street work, necessary because fire-engin 
houses were blockaded. The pastor of Trin- 
ity church grew red in the face while de- 
nouncing the act, and had resolutions of 
censure passed. The most rampant of the 
resolutions were those of the Walker Street 
Methodist church: The action of Mayor 
Hemphill in granting permission to citizens 
of Atlanta under such circumstances to vio- 
late a state statute as well as disgrace a law 
of the church of which he is an official mem- 
ber, is inexcusable, un warranted, and crim- 
jnal before God and man.” 


Joun BRISBANE WALKER has. provoked 
hostility by an address at the Catholic Uni- 
versity in which he spoke of medieval bish- 


ops ** who did not think they were guilty of 


an abomination in the sight of God when, in 
orgeous capes, they chanted Te 
eums for the victorious returns of mailed 
thieves from expeditions of plunder, arson, 
and murder.” These bishops were, he said, 
«impressed by the sacredness of property 
when held by robber barons.” He com- 
plained of “a mob, at one time of half. 
fanatics, wild.eyed, illogical, full of pride or 
sloth or downright cruelty; at another of 
pompous clerics. . History has not 
pages enough to record the absurdities com- 
mitted by Christian priests and princes.” 


And when I heard this thing, I rent my 
beard, and sat down astonished.—Ezra ix, 3. 


EZRA PLUCKETH HIMSELF. 
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garment and my mantle, and plucked off the hair of my head and of my 


The genealogy is 
: and it is impossible to esca 


prevented him from fly. 
ing his kite at his ease, 
which was his favorit 
amusement. This idea 
: takes root in their heads ; 
and finally, an honest 
man who might doubt 
this adventure of Sam- 
onocodom, would run the risk of being 
stoned. It requires ages to destroy a popular 
Opinion. Opinion is called the queen of the 
world; it isso: for when reason opposes it, 
it is condemned to death. It must rise twenty 
times from its ashes, to gradually drive away 
the usurper.— Voltaire. 


In the rational.study of nature lie the se- 
crets of knowledge, and every admission of 
the existence of supernatural influences isa 
barrier to progress.—R. C. Adams. 


Jesus said: I say unto you, that ye resist 
not evil; but whoever shall smite thee on the 
right cheek turn to him the other also. And 
if any man will sue thee at Jaw, and take 
away thy coat, let him hav thy cloak algo. 
And whoever shall compel thee to go a mile, 
go with him twain” (Matt. v, 88-41). If our 
ancestors had always adopted this course, 


‘| we should be slaves to-day. If the honest 


man, when robbed and smitten by the thief, 
should turn the other cheek, or cffer his 
cloak when his coat had been taken, he would 
be positivly promoting rascality.-—4Moss. ` 


` Is the eyes of all truly competent men the 
question whether the universe, as we see it, 
is the result of regularly workirig forces, hav- 
ing a causal connection with each other and 
therefore capable of being understood by 
human reason, or whether it is the work of 
an automatic, incomprehensible being that 
admits of no recognition by the reason of 
man, has long since been decided in favor of 
the former alternativ. Every item of human 
knowledge, every page of practical experi- 
ence, every conquest of science, pivs but 
this one answer, and makes the old theistic 
theory of the universe, which originated in 
the days when mankind was still in its first 
childhood, appear as a mere fable, engen. 
dered by the reverie of past ages. Buchner. 


Ido not think it is scientific to say that 
.. this world is only about six thousand 
years old, or that man has only been upon 
the earth for about six thousand years. If 
the Bible is true, Adam was the first man. 
The age of Adam is given, the age of his 
children, and the time, according to the Bible, 
was kept and known from Adam, so that if 
the Bible is true, man has only been in the 
world about six thousand years. In my 
judgment, and in the judgment of every 


respons man whose judgment is worth hav- 


ing or quoting, man inhabited this earth for 
thousands of years prior to the creation of 
Adam. On one point the Bible is at least. 
certain, and that is, as to the life of Adam. 
ven, the pedigree is there,. 
the conclusion: 
that, according to the Bible, man has only’ 
been upon this earth about six thousand: 
years. There is no chance there to say 
“long periods of time,” or ** geological. 
ages.” There we hav the years. And as to- 
the time of the creation of man, the Bible: 
does not tell the truth.— Ingersoll. i 
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Gates and Qlippings. 


Rev. M. LzaAvELL, of Chicago, said in a 
late sermon: ‘Bicycles may be useful in 
their place, but I know many a young man 
is riding to hell on a bicycle on Sunday.” 


Epaa4R Faworrt, the New York novelist, 
gays: Poetry now tends in the direction of 
science. I believe Our coming great poet 
will be a great Agnostic—not necessarily an 
Atheist, but.Spencerian in his creeds, how- 
ever artistic in his technic. Greek myths and 
art are worked out.” 


Says Sam Jones: “If any college ever 
confers on me the degree of D.D. I will sue 
them for damages unless it be understood 
that the term may mean ‘Sam Jones, devil 
driver. We need a lot of devil drivers, but 
Ihope none of them will ever get where I 
saw a dog hunting a fox. The dog was in 
front.” 


MRS. DE Navarro, formerly Mary Ander- 
gon the actress, relates: Mr. W. S. Gilbert, 
who knows that I am a Catholic, likes to 
tease me a little about it. He told me once 
a story about a man who was killed in a rail- 
road collision, and when he got to heaven 
they wouldn’t let him in because he had died 
without absolution. ‘Well, that isn’t my 
fault,’ said the man. ‘If I had had time 
I would hav seen a priest, but I was killed in 
a collision. How could I get one? St. 
Peter didn’t see what he could do, although 
it did seem hard that the man should hav to 
suffer without its being his fault. * Can't 
you get some priest in there who will come 

à 


out and giv me absolution and then it will be 
all right? This seemed a good way of fixing 
the thing up and St. Peter went off to get the 
priest. He was gone some time and finally 
came back alone, looking distressed. ‘ There 
isn't a priest in the place!’ he said." 

Os a recent Sunday the Omaha World. 
Herald sent reporters in ragged guise to the 
churches, and they were received unwel. 
comely in some and favorably in others. The 
lamentable feature, however, in the eyes of 
the Omaha Christian Advocats is that every 
reporter, ali day, in all the churches, and 
even in the barracks, escaped conversion. If, 
in those churches where they are scandalized 
and outraged, they had not been reached by 
the grace of God, it would hav proved nothing 
as to their incorrigibility, but if,” in the other 
churches, ‘‘ where others were saved, not 
one reporter was led to forsake his sing, it 
well-nigh establishes the unreachableness of 
that class.” 


PROBABLY no man living has made more 
thorough and intelligent study of racial 
traits than Herbert Spencer. We hav war- 
rant, therefore, for accepting’ as fact his 
statement, demonstrated by experience and 
observation, that it is virtually impossible for 
a Russian to tell the truth. Thus has Her- 
bert Spencer drawn the sting in advance 
from the allegations about the Jews of Russia 
made by Prof. Nicolas de Gondatti, secretary 
of the Imperia! Society of Friends of the 
Natural Sciences, Anthropology and Ethnol- 
ogy of the Polytechnic Museum of Moscow, 
who has been favoring Chicago with his dis- 
tinguished presence. Were disproof of Pro. 
fessor de Gondatti’s calumnies against the 
Jews required, it is to be found in his state- 


ment that all relig.ons—Catholic, Protest- 
ant, Orthodox, and Mohammedan—abound 
in Russia.” The Orthodox Greek church 
does abound in the empire, and it alone. It 
is equivalent to crime almost to be of any 
other communion.— Oficago Post. 


ORANGEMEN and religious fanatics hav all 
helped to giv the beautiful city of Toronto a 
malodorous reputation in this country. For 
many years, complains the Catholic Review, 
the officials of the city hav winked at the 
insults and outrages heaped upon Catholics 
through the public press and in the public 
places. They are now receiving large doses 
of their own medicin. As a city of cranks 
Toronto far surpasses Chicago. Its street 
preachers and pulpit fanatics are numerous, 
and they can form and start a mob in thirty 
minutes. One of these mobs had possession 
of Toronto’s park two Sundays ago, stoned 
the police, smashed the mayor’s hat, de- 
stroyed property, and otherwise misbehaved. 


Says the Portland Oregonian, referring to 
Calvinism : ** This ruin of a once mighty body, 
second to the church of Rome in its power 
over the minds of men, may seem deplorable 
to others then believers in its spiritual pre- 
tensions; but itis apparently inevitable. The 
chain of reasoning that leads to this conclu- 
sion is short and simple. Within the last 
generation, the labors of historical criticism 
and comparativ research hav destroyed the 
belief of scholars in the inerrancy of. the 
Bible, undermined their faith in it as a special 
and exclusiv divine revelation, and so broken 
down their reliance upon it as an absolute and 
sufficient rule of conduct. The researches of 
scholars hav made it certain, as to the 


rational mind it was always probable, that 
the Bible is a body of human literature, pro- 
duced by a people in various stages of a long 
and checkered national existence, subject, 
like all national literature, to anachronisms, 
interpolations, clerical errors, intentional im- 
position, and unconscious perversion, and re- 
flecting, in every word and line, the mental 
and moral attitude, point of view, and devel- 
opment of that people at the moment when 
that word or line was produced.” 


At Moscow in March unmarried Jews or 
those who were married but had not their 
families with them were packed off like 


‘criminals under an armed escort to the Pale 


of Settlement. The married people were 
turned into the street, regardless of the con- 
dition of the women, those who had lately 
given birth to children or who were on the 
point of doing so being included among the 
others. Then their goods were bundled out 
after them and their houses closed. The 
people so expelled hav to take to the woods 
or cemeteries to escape the jeerings of the 
mob. Later the quarter of the city itself 
where the Jews dwelt was invaded by a force. 
All the streets were closed and*at 2 in the 
morning the raid commenced. Those whom 
the police decided to be dwelling there in 
violation of the law were thrust forth, and 
more than four hundred persons were kept 
imprisoned till the following afternoon in the 
foul-smelling atmosphere of two small under. 
ground chambers beneath the police cffüces. 
There were 80 many of them crowded into 
these small rooms that they were forced to 
Btand the whole time; they were not allowed 
a drop of water to drink and had not a thing 
to eat. 
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Communications. 


God. on the Rampage, with 
B . Nide-shows. 

This has gone far enough; it is time to call a 
heavénly halt. The gods shouid be pent up, poked, 
hoppled, tethered, or hamstrung. It may be sport 
for them to play with tornadoes and tarantulas, with 
flood and fire and famin, with thunderbolts and 
earthquakes, but it is often very inconvenient and 
even dangerous for us. 

If Christians will persist in keeping a pet God, 
they ought to be compelled to control him and keep 
him within reasonable bounds. People hay no right 
to keep savage dogs and pet bears and vicious bulls 
to annoy us and endanger our lives. 

When a ruler tramples down the rights of his 

subjects and harasses them with unnecessary wars 
and loads them down with taxation, the people some- 
times rise in their might and depose him, and often 
his head rolls into the basket. 

The right of revolution is a sacred right. It is 
the last resort when matters become unbearable. 
I hay got desperate, and think it is better to fly to 
ills we know not of than to bear those we now hav. 
Iam for revolt. I am going to preach a crusade 
against the unruly and disorderly conduct of the 


The ` Christian’s 


gods. i 

It is bhigh time for the people to protest against 
what Cristians are pleased to call acts of divine 
providence. It is unreasonable for those who hav 

` found out that & God is not necessary to be con- 
stantly suffering from those acts of divine providence 
just for the accommodation of Christians. 

I want to know what right they hav to keep a God 
whom they claim they can control, to roast infants 
and damn honest people, and destroy their property 
by flood and fire, and sacrifice their lives by earth- 
quakes and tornadoes, and demolish their houses 
with thunderbolts and reduce cities to a scene of 
desolation by the vomiting of volcanoes ? 

If Ohristians want such a God let them keep him 
on Christian territory exclusivly, so that he will not 
afflict those who hav no interest in him, and who are 
justly entitled to immunity from his depredations. 
` Obristians say that he is a prayer-hearing and a 
prayer-answering God—that he has a greater care 
and regard for his children than an earthly parent 
can hav; that. he numbers the hairs of our heads, 
and that a sparrow cannot fall to the ground with- 
out his knowledge. 

If these things are as stated, Christians must hav 
entire control of God and ought to be held responsi- 
ble for all his outrageous acts. 

Why should there be disasters by drouth and fire, 
by flood and famin, when God answers the Chris- 
tians’ prayer? Oould they net pray to him to stay 
epidemics, and not to draw in his almighty breath 
and swell himself almost to bursting and then blow 
out a hurricane to destroy the shipping and level 
down our houses? Should the earth be shaken up 
with earthquakes, when all that is necessary is for 
the Ohristian on bended knees to ask him not “to do 
so any more," when one touch of his almighty hand 
to the regulator would make things as peaceful and 
quiet as a sleeping child? 

For the last month I hav scarcely taken up a paper 
that did not giv an account of a cloud-burst or hsil- 
storm or tornado which did great damage to prop- 
erty and destroyed human life to a greater or less 
extent. 

Why do not Obristians pray to God to hav some 
regard for his character, and not slop over and act as 
though he had been taking a swig from “ old black 
Betty“ and was “half seas over” and did not care a 
continental whether he drowned a country with a 
flood or ripped it up with an earthquake. If I were 
going to be a god, I would be a dignified god, and 

eep up a respectable appearance, and show that I 
had some regard for my ancestors, and would eon- 
duct myself in such way and manner as to make the 
people respect me. 

But for a God to get mad and storm around and 
swear in his wrath, and send a flood to drown a whole 
country, or & hurricane to send everything fi ying 
through the air, shows that he has no respect for his 
standing among other and decenter gods, and that if 
it were not for the efforts of a few Ohristians nobody 
would huv the least respect for him. 

I once*showed Bennett's “Open Letter to Jesus 
Christ” to a man who was piously inclined ; and 
such frothing and foaming, such feats of ground 
and lofty tumbling, such lofty flights of profanity, 
were never witnessed or heard since the time that 
Moses broke his slate. Hs said it was the G—d 
d—ndest piece of blasphemy that was ever pulled 
through human lips. And I expect that many a 
minister who reads this article will throw up his 
heels and rub his face in the dust and froth at the 
mouth, and call down the curse of God upon us. 
But he does not pay any attention to their prayers, 
and I do not expect that he will hand down any curses 
on my account. Besides, I shall fare just as well 
whether they ask for blessings or curses. 


We had a cloud-burst in this vicinity a short time 
ago, and three towns were washed out and guttered, 
and thousands of dollars’ worth of property de- 
stroyed. Barns were carried away, houses were 
flooded, furniture damaged or destroyed, carpeta 
were under mud a shoe desp, wagons and carriages 
were carried away and broken up, orchards uprooted, 
b.iiges swept away, sheep, swine, and poultry were 
struggling in the strong current, and many stout 
hearts quaked with fear, expecting houses would be 
carried away, and human life sacrificed to the unre- 
lenting element. 

Crops were not only. swept away, but the land 
upon which they were growing hopelessly ruined by 
having the soil torn away down to béd-rock. Acres 
and gores of land were rendered worthless by being 
covered with flat stones and boulders, so that it 
would cost more to clear the land than it would be 
worth. It will coat many thousands of dollars to 
repair the bridges and make good the damage done 
to the public highways. 

I went to the upper part of the town the next 
morning after the flood, and was looking over the 
wreckage, busy with my own thoughts, when another 
man appeared upon the scene. 

I pointed to a house close by where the front yard 
was covered with mud ankle-deep ; the carpets inside 
were covered with mud to an equal depth, the farni- 
ture had all been carried away, and it was expected 
that the house would be carried off by the strong 
current. 

I called his attention to the uprooted fruit-trees, 
broken osrriages, fragments of wire fence, logs, tim- 
ber, and lumber, scattered in wild disorder as if the 
demon of destruction had been having a holiday. 

“Now,” said I, “suppose some individual had 
been clothed with power to stop this flood, and pre- 
vent this great destruction of property, and had re- 
fased to do so, what would you hav thought of 
him?" “They would hav hanged him to the first 
lamp - post,“ replied he. 

* But,” said I, God could hav stopped this flood 
at any moment by the mere fiat of his will, and did 
not do it. What is culpable in man is culpable in 
God. Therefore we ought to hang God. Are we 
not driven to the conclusion that he is not interested 
in our welfare, or that he does not possess the power 
attributed to him? : 

This lesson teaches us, and it ought to be burat 
into our very souls, because it is so often repeated, 
that God pays no attention to us poor earthly mor- 
tals, not even those who bow themselvs the lowest 
in the dust to curry his favor. 

„Ohristians hav an idea that they sre special 
favorits of God, and that he stoops to show them 
favors which are not granted 6o ordinary mortals. 
Lat us bring this idea under the focus of common 
sense and experience. Years ago there was & minis- 
ter who took it upon himself to lecture me on many 
occasions in regard to my disobedience to God and 
my lost condition, and the great danger I was in of 
being relegated to that torrid country where the 
worm dieth not and the whangdoodle weepeth.” 

My honest answer in regard to the scriptures 
and God and his dealings with men, to him seemed 
almost blasphemous. He was a man who preached 
and prayed and exhorted s good deal. 

Now let us see how God dealt with and awarded 
this his most faithful and devoted servant. In the 
first place, he had & son brought up in the fear and 
admonition of the Lord, for whom he had to pay 
over ten thousand dollars to clear him from the 
meshes of the law and keep him out of the peniten- 
tiary. Then God sent a great hail-storm and 
destroyed sil his crops ; then he smote him with 
rheumatism, so that he could scarcely crawl about 
for four or five years, and then killed him. 

Thus he frequently tears off a man’s scalp who is 
oftenest upon his knees and shows a willingness to 
eat dirt for God's sake. 


And that is just the way God acts. He never 


could be depended upon—he ie fickle and unreliable 


—often letting his blessings fall upon the undeserv- 
ing, and sending his curse upon the needy, the help- 
less, and unprotected. When a man has been con- 
georated to the service of God, and rubbed with 
salvation oil, and is down upon his knees, flattering 
him and telling what a great and powerful being he 
is, and how tender and merciful he is, how he 
watches over the interests of the faithful, God 
sometimes sends a bolt from his great celestial fire- 
wor ks and knocks the light out of him. 

If a man should treat his friends in that way, 
would he be entitled to the respect of his fellow- 
mer? Must not the minds of men be under some 
strenge hallucination when they adore in a God what 
they would despise in a man? I, a blaspheming 
Infidel, as some Obristians regard me, was not 
injured in the least by the late flood, while some of 
God's praying flankies were terribly torn to pieces. 

The truth is, God's providences are like the Irish- 
man’s gun, as lisble to do execution at one end as 
the other. When the Christian thinks he is at the 
safe end of the gun, it kicks back and givs him a 
black eye. 

A governor sets apart a day for thanksgiving and 


prayer, and all the people go down on their knees 
and utter a great many lies to their imaginary 
shadow beyond the clouds, by telling him that every 
blessing which they epjoy comes from his bountiful 
hand, and that he is tender and compassionate, and 


while they are so thankful and everything is- lovely 


and the goose hangs high, he sends s hail-storm or a 
flood or a cyclone, and wipes out their crops or inun- 
dates the country or levels down their houses. 

‘Talmage says that God has a sympathy for any- 
body in any kind- of toil. 

That is a big lie and everybody knows it, and 
nobody better then Talmage. There are millions all 
over the world who are toiling and starving and God 
shows his sympathy by letting them toil and starve. 
Does Talmage not know this fact? But people are 
generally dishonest or ignorant in proportion as they 
are Orthodox. It is the skeptical who draw atten- 
tion and excite comment because they are mentally 
keener than those who train in the hallelujah pha- 
lanx. To the Ohristian, salvation is the great concern 
of life. ‘Better be in heaven in ignorance than. to 
be in hell with knowledge.” Salvation before knowl- 
edge has always been the position of the Christian. 
Is it any wonder that such teaching should turn out 
a class of dullards? The few who are really shrewd 
who are still identified with the bullhead fraternity, 
like Talmage, sre as dishonest as they are shrewd. 

He says, God knows how heavy is the hod of 
brick which the workman carries up the ladder on the 
wall.” But does God make the hod one brick 
lighter? “Ho hears the pick ax of the miner down 
in the coal shaft.” But does he lift one iota from the 
burden of the miner's toil? “He knows how strong 
the tempest strikes the sailor at the mast head.” 
But does he lift his almighty finger to abate the 
storm, though the vessel should go down and all 
on board should perish? He sees the factory girl 
among the spindles, and knows how her arms ache.” 
But does he lighten the burden which necessity com. 
pels her to bear? Does he send her food or cloth- 
ing so that she will not be eompelled to work so 
hard? “He sees the sewing-woman in the fourth 
story, and knows how few pence she geis for making 
garments.” Does he send the ravens to her with 
food, or multiply the few losves and fishes which she 
is able to buy, so that she will not hav to work so 
hard to get a living? When s man bsgins to go 
down, he has not only the natural fores of gravita- 
tation but a hundred hands to help in the precipi- 
tation.” Does God sustain him, does he stay the 
hands that would “ precipitate” him? “And louder 
than the din and the roar of the great city, comes the 
voice of a sympathetic God, *Osst thy burden upon 
the Lord and he shall sustain thee.” A woman 
had s dreadful abscess from which she had suffered 
untold agonies, and all surgery had been exhausted 
upon her, and worse and worse she grew until we 
called a few Ohristian friends together and began 
to pray about it. We commended her case to God, 
and the abscess began immediately fo be cured. She 
is entirely well now,and without knife and without 
surgery. O ye who are worn out with agonies of 
body, go to Christ. O ye who are sick, ‘cast thy 
burden upon the Lord and he shall sustain thee.’” 

I wonder if the fountain of all knowledge, the 
great oracle of the Tabernacle, the trained monkey 
of Brooklyn, ever heard of the great earthquake at 
Lisbon, the-city of churches and convents, which 
engulfed thousands of both sexes and of every con- 
dition in life—the most Christian people in the 
world. Did the Lord sustain them!? 

I wonder if he ever read of the destruction of 
Pompeii and Herculaneum? I wonder if he ever 
heard of children dying when tender mothers were 
bending over them in prayer? Did he ever hear of 
vessels going down while all on board were raising 
their voices to the great Hoorah beyond the clouds? 
Did he ever hear of mothers starving themselvs in 
order to hav something to giv to their half-famished 
children? Is it possible that the fact never came to 
his knowledge that a whole nation was down on ita 
knees asking God to spare the life of Garfield? 
Daes he know how many called upon the Lord in 
vain at the great Johnstown disaster? Does he know 
that the cholera and yellow fever swept off thousands 
of thousands of human beings, and how many pray- 
ers were Offered up to hav the plague stayed? Did 
the Lord pay any &ttention to their petitions? Did 
he sustain them in their afflictions ? Now it none of 
these facts ever came to the knowledge of Brooklyn's - 
great spiritual Juba Dancer, then he may hav made 
the foregoing statements innocently. But if he had 
knowledge of these facts, then every statement is a 
palpable lie. If he does not mean that the Lord 
tempers the wind to favor the sailor at the masthead 
then his language is without meaning. And yet he 
must know that many vessels go down in a storm— - 
he must know that in his own city are hundreds of 
sewing-women working for starvation wages whom 
God psys no more attention to than the heartless 
wretches do for whom they toil. 

Not long ago I read of a poor half. starved girl 
who, driven to desperation by hunger, took a loaf of 
bread. Did the Lord sustain her? No. If he 
helped anybody he took up on the other side—for 
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the unfeeling brute of whom she took the bread had 


her arrested and put into the lock up. 


The truth is, when Talmage does the spread-eagle 
act in the pulpit, Obristianity is all wool and a yard 
wide, but when put to the test of common sense—it 


turns out to be the flimsiest kind of shoddy. Only 
look about you, Mr. Talmage, and you cannot help 
but know how deeply you lie and how grossly you 
deceive the people. And it is all the meaner because 
thousands hear your false assertions and without 
consideration believe them to be true, and “ cast 
their burdens upon the Lord” only to find when the 
fatal hour comes that he pays no attention to the 
wail of sorrow and leaves them to be overwhelmed 
in the billows of despair. 
Many ministers carried away by the tide of super- 
stition and false teaching, unwittingly preach false 
doctrin. But you, Mr. Talmage, utter these terrible 


falsehoods with a full knowledge of what you are. 


doing. In my judgment you hav no equal as 2 
falsifier of faote in this country. 
Pope said : 


For never was it given to môrtal man . 
To lie so boldly as we women can. 
But I think if he was among us at the present 
time and acquainted with Talmage he might write 
something like the following : 


No mountebank or lying flunkey 
Can hope to-equal Brooklyn’s monkey. 


No man knows betier than Talmage that God 
does not help the needy ; that when the hungry ory 
to bim for bread he lets them starva; that he has no 
sympathy for the suffering; that when the sorrow- 
ing go down on their kaees in tears he renders 
them no assistance. What do we want of such a 
God? Mr. Talmage, if you want a God of that 
character, tether him or hamstring him and keep him 
in Onristian bounds, ss Ohristians will be welcome to 
all the blessings which can be derived from him. 
The more intelligent classes no longer believe in a Tal- 
magian God, located somewhere above the clouds 
seated on a big white throne, in human form, with 
head, and hands, and feet. A God who talks with 
men, and walks around occasionally to see how 
things go on, as in the case of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah and the tower of Babel. A God who shows 
special favor to robbers and cutthroats and damns 
others a hundred times more deserving—even 
innocent children. Bat they believe in a great 
intelligent First Oause who rules and governs all 
things, who fills the immensity of space, pervades 
all matter, is as mush in a mite as a mountain, and 
who takes eoguizaaas of everything which occurs. 

But Y apprehend that those who entertain this 
more enlightened view hav never considered the 
immeasurableness of this God and his attributes. 

Go in any direction until you come to the 
boundary of spse» and multiply the distance by 
two and then you will hav some appreciation of the 
size of a God who fills the immensity of space. Aud 
yet this God will not weigh a simple ounce. It is a 
principle of philosophy that two bodies cannot 
occupy the same space at the same time, and if God 
fillis the immensity of spacé there cannot be room for 
anything else. | i 

Bat the Christian answers that God is not a sub- 
stance but a spirit. John says: No man hath 
seen God at sny time, and I guess that he is 
correct, for I hav never seen him and I never saw & 
msn who bas seen him, or touched, tasted, heard, 
swelled, or handled him. Aud I say thet a thing 
which fills the immensity of space, which has 
no weight, and cannot be felt, tasted, overheard, 
without length, breadth, or thickness, sud which is 
without body or parts, is nothing at all and does not 
exist. i 

This spirit, or being, or thing, is in every man, 
woman, and ehild—in land and water—in short, it 
pervades every substance, auimate and inanimate. 
Therefore, when the mother draws the naughty boy 
across her knee and spanke him with her slipper she 
spanks God. Therefore, one part of God spanks 
another part. 

Nothing ean be done without the help of God. 
Therefore, when two pugilists enter the fisty ring 
not a blow could ba struck if God did not nerve the 
arm of the slugger. Out West two men got into s 
fight and one chewed off the other’s ear. Now, 
according to the Christian notion of God, he was in 
both of these men, and not only engaged in the fight, 
but bit off his own ear. 

When the country was new a panther pounced 
upon a child in sight of its mother. The child 
would run toward its mother with outstretched arms 
and then the panther would leap after it and strike 
it with its terrible paw. The mother stood helpless 
and saw her child tortured and torn and finally 
devoured. Dare any Chrietian say that God could 
not hav closed the jaws of the cruel beast? And if 
God could hav saved the life of the child and would 
not do it, is he nota monster? But God was in the 
panther and also in the child, and therefore was 
tearing and crunching a part of himself. And when 
the panther had eaten pari of the child a part of 
God was inside of another part. 


E 


man, L. P. Howard, R. 
Kruse, W. W. Jesse, John Devine, R Laughton, S. B. 


. Acsording to the Ohristian idea, a murderer cannot 
pull the fatal trigger or administer the deadly poison 
without God’s help. And then he is in the poison 


and in the powder, so one part of God kills another 
part. j 4. 

I saw an account to-day of a man who went to 
drive a horse out of a lot. The horse tore off one 
cheek and then bit a great piece out of his shoulder, 
end crushed in the shoulder and then stamped his 


brains out. 


Did God prompt the horse to kill the man, or did 
the devil do it? If the devil did it could not God 
prevent him, or is the devil more powerful than God, 
or hav they compromised and no longer thwart each 
other’s purposes? If God could hav caved the man 
and would not do it, is he worthy of man’s adoration ? 
The Christian may say God killed him because he 
was a bad man. But suppose he was a good man, 
how then? Some years ago one of our village 
churches wss burnt down, another was struck with 
lightning. Were these churches destroyed because 
they were bad institutions? 

There is now a fire raging in California and it has 


‘burnt over eighty miles of territory. There is no 


water, and no way to stay the flames but by digging 
trenches. These the flames overleap and seem to bid 
defiance to the best efforta that can be made. At 
the present writing the flames are within a mile of 
the Lick Observatory. . Great danger is apprehended 


that some of the delicate instruments will be injured 


by the intense. heat or the whole plant wiped out 
entirely. 

Could not God send a little rain to subdue the 
devouring flames? It must sfford God infinit 
delight to wipe out millions of dollars’ worth of 


property and destroy that splendid observatory, 
which has and would confer such lasting benefit 
upon mankind? 


Christians claim that God’s plans and designs are 


far beyond man’s comprehension, but if understood 
he would see that they are all for the best. 


Then 
why not keep right on with fire and flood and famin, 


and sweep everything, man included, from the face 


of the earth, and leave it s blank? Would that be 
for the best ? f 

If God brings us into this world only to e ffliot us, 
what assurance can we hav that when we are ushered 


into the next world we will not be doubly tor- 


mented? I am willing to throw up the sponge 
when I get through with this world, without taking 


any chances in the next, unless there should be a 
change of heavenly bosses. 


JoRN Pror. 
(TO BE CONCLUDED.) 


— ———— 
The Portland, Oregon, Convention—October 3d, 


4th, 5th. 

By virtue of the authority vested in us as 
directore, cfücerg and members of the Oregon State 
Secular Union we hereby call the Annual Congress 
of said Union to meet at Portland, Ore., on Setur- 
day, Sundav, and Monday, the 33, 4:h, and 5ih of 
Ostober, 1891. The vice-presidents are requested to 
giv notice of the same through their respectiv news- 
papers and by public and private notices and personal 
invitations brine the people together from all parts 
of the state. Done at Portland, Ore., this 20sh day 
of August, 1891. 

C. Brar President, Portiand. 

MATT P. Krexet, Secretary. Portland. 
Reusen Wrieat Treasurer, Molalla. 

Lez Lavaux Ob. Ex. Com., North Yamhill. 
Karı Kenam SMITH, Ass’t. Sec., Now Ere. 

J. Henry Sonrozpsr, Oh. Fin. Com., Arsgo. 


Vior.Presipests: Sarah C. Todd, Elva Davidson Black- 


burn, Henry Addis, J. K. Sears, R Rosenthal, D. Hendee, 
Mrs. D. A. Baylor, Mrs. Charles Beecher, Anton Worth, Will- 
iam H. Campbell, W. Cope, Henry Piorger, George Evans, 


William Oakfield, Kenneth Campbell, C. Rogers, M. Miller, 


B. Fostner, Mrs. B. B. Hayes, J. McRoy, J. W. McClure, 
B. F. Hyland, J. D. Garfield, H. Arnold, J. T. Ford, W. J. 
Dean, Moses Herd, John Settle. F S. Matteson, W. J. Booth, 


B. W. Dunn. H. B. Nichols, A. K. Olds, C. Trulinger, O. B. 


Vose, H. McHleander, W. H. Breese, P. Britt, O. Coolidge, 


W. F. Benjamin, Rose J. Laird, Judge Low, T. J. 
McClary, William Chance, Mrs. C. E. Haight, J. 
Cleaver, A. J. Shrum, J. L. Baisley, Judge Schofield, 


R D. Allen, E C. Brainard, C. Scott. Mrs. 8. C. Todd, 


W. C. Clow, F. Hauswirth, Mrs. L. E. Bennett, Wright 
Forshay, Mrs. H. D. Mount, R. O. Greer, I. New- 
B. Short, John Vaughan, John 


Cathcart, S. B. Huston, J. B. Hoss, Dr. Semler, E P. 
Wallace. H. A. Lee, —— Fuller, Miss Mattie Blaisdell, 
Samuel French, G. W. Bates, L. T. Edington, Mrs. Almira 
Sweek, Mrs. Hayden, Geo. H. Dawes, Mary C. Ordway, 
8. C. Derrick, P. O. Chilstrom, Thos M. Hines, Martin 
Manning, Joseph Bucher, Mrs. Orla D. Phelps, Mrs. Myra 
Prickett, Mrs. Sue B. Keenan, R R. Hayes, Mrs. J. McCoy, 
H. Flickinger, S. B. Eddy, Jennie Vose Graham, John 
Diamond, E. P. Coleman, J. Tozer, J. D. Fountain, W. B. 
Davis, John Smith, O P. Plaater, C. V. Sweek, Ed. Allen, 


Joseph Potnam, W. N. Putnam, Benton Mires, Maxwell 
Ramsby, Harry Hawson, Alex. Crawford, J. W. Norval, 


—— Jones, Alex. Hardy, L. C. Gilmore. 


Some LETTERS TO THE PRESIDENT IN Reaarp THERETO. 


New Yonx, Aug. 11, 1891. 
Dear Mr. Bear: I hav received your invitation to be pres- 


ent at the Oregon state Secular Union Convention at Portland, 


October 3d, 4th, and 5th. I shall certainly be with you. 
I regard this convention as of the utmost importance, 
and every Liberal should come if hecan. We must join 


schools.” 


Sir: Your letter of August 2d is now before me. 


forces, all who are in favor of a total separation of church 
and state. Especially we must pay attention to the evils of 
Sabbath legislation, and the opening of the World’s Fair on 
Sunday. This is the battle-ground. Recently, at Minneap- 
olis, a convention of fifteen thousand Christians, amid a 
storm of applause, passed a resolution for the closing of the 
World's Fair on Sunday. These fifteen thousand Christians 
were the delegates of an organization with a membership of 
over one million. It purposes to hold a convention at New 
York next year with twenty-five thousand delegates present. 
Atan international gathering of Congregational churches in 

London, England, last month, a resolution of the same tenor 

was passed unanimously. Soit seems that English, French, 

and German Christians are trying to run our national affairs. 


It is bad enough for American Christians to undertake to 
exercise this ecclesiastical authority; but when foreign 
churches join in this matter it shows a most outrageous 


spirit of despotism. The German Catholics hav just issued 


a call for a convention in which not only. religious but 
national lines are to be emphasized. One of the declared 


objects of this convention is the maintenance of Christian 

This means the destruction of our common 

The danger increases. We must come together. We 
must counsel. We must agitate. We must work. 

I look forward to a splendid gathering at Portland. I 

look forward to great results. I expect to meet a thousand 


Liberal friends there—brave hearts and helpful hands. 
s Yours truly,  BAMURL P. PUTNAM. 


CORNELIUS, ORE., Aug. 11, 1891. 

C. Bear, President Oregon State Secular Union, My 
Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of August 2d, con- 
taining an invitation from the board of directors of the state 
Secular Union, to deliver the opening address before the 
i to be held in Portland, Ore., October 3d, 

, 5th. , 

lappreciate the honor conferred upon me, and accept 
with pleasure the invitation. Human rights are mighty 
things, and I recognize the good work projected and be- 
ivg accomplished by the Secular Union of the state of 
Oregon. The safeguard of the people is liberty. Thark-. 


Bchools. 


ing you for the honor conferred upon me, I am, 


With respect, 'AsgNATH W. COOBRAN. 


CORNELIUS, ORE., Aug. 11, 1891. 
C. Bear, President Oregon State Secular Union, My Dear 
The invita- 
tion from the board of directors of the Oregon State Secular 


Union to furnish music for the annual congress to meet in 


vortland, Ore., October 8d, 4 h, 5th, is accepted, and I will to 
the best of my ability endeavor to furnish such music as will 
be entertaining and that will merit the good will of all. 
Ithank you for this kind recognition, and am, sirs, 
: Your obedient servant, ADELE CooHRAN. 


. Port TowNB8END, Wasa., Aug. 12, 291. 

Mz. C. Bzar, Portland, Ore.: Your letter inviting me to 
address the Oregon State Secular Union next October 
received to day. The invitation will be accepted provided 
satisfactory arrangements can be made therefor. 

I want to choose some subject that I can discourse upon 
at least forty-five minutes—I do not care how much longer. 

Re suggestions for our next convention : 

1. Ireally think our work will be incomplete without an 
address from the president. I felt the loss last year, and 
hav many times intended approaching you on this subject. 
If it were announced that the president’s address would 
open the convention I.am sure it would hav the effect of 
opening the congress with a large audience. The address 
could then be published in pamphlet form, and sent forth to 
do missionary work for the cause. I will take on myself 
the duty of having an advertisment of it inserted in every 
Liberal paper in the country. i 

2 I thivk again the business of the convention should not 
be deferred until after the lectures, etc. You know how 
few there were in attendance upon our last business meet- 
ing. The addresses should be but a secondary matter—a 
side issue that will keep up the enthusiasm of those present. 
It nobody else does, I certainly shall suggest that we trans- 
act all our business before the addresses, or at least before 
all the addresses are delivered. 

8. Another important feature to be attended to is the 
report of the chairmen of the various committees—standing 
committees. So far as I know not a report was handed in. 

4. We want emphatically to attend to decorating the hall 
appropriately. I think a good plan would be to appoint & 
committee, who, some time previous to the convention, 
would arrange appropriate mottoes, etc., etc. You remem- 
ber last year not even the stars and stripes were to be seen 
on the platform. I’ve thought of several little plans to 
decorate the hall and think I will yet materialize them. ` 

I may write you again af an early date. 

Yours for Freethought, Katie KRERHM Samira. - 
— — — — 


Wuen Kepler announced his three astronomical 
laws, they were received with condemnation by the 
spiritual authorities, not because of any error they 
were supposed to present or to contain, but partly 
because they gave support to the Copernican system, 
and partly because it was judged inexpedient to ad- 
mit the prevalence cf law of any kind as opposed 
to providential intervention. The world was re- 
garded as the theater in which the divine will was 
daily displayed ; it was considered derogatory to the 
majesty of God that that will should be fettered in 
any way. The power of the clergy was chiefly man- 
ifested in the influence they were alleged to possess 
in changing his arbitrary determinations. It was 
thus that they could abate the baleful action of 
comets, secure fine weather or rain, prevent eclipses, 
and, arresting the course of nature, work all 
manner of miracles; it was thus that the shadow 
had been made to go back on the dial, and the 
sun and the moon stopped in mid-career.—Pro- 
fessor Draper. 

————— d 

Tus Bible statement, God made man in his own 
image,” is rightly reversed, and we say, “ Man 
makes God in his own image,” and it is true that “an 
honeat God is the noblest work of man ;" for, as man 
thinketh in his heart, so is he, and the conception 
each forms of the deity shows the highest capacity 
and aspiration of his own nature. F. C. Adams. 


Freethought in Maine. 
A TRIBUTE TO JAMES Y. GRINDELL. 

The little toza of Blue Hill, on tne sea-coast of 
Maine, is one of those quiet resorts that “the mad- 
ding crowd” has not yet discovered, but which offers 
great attraction to the rest seeker whois satisfied 
with the quiet delights of sea and shore. Blue Hill 
rears its head a thousand feet above the little village, 
which nestles among smaller hills covered with grover, 
berry pastures, and rocky fields, with here and there 
a lot reclaimed for grass. An inclosed harbor a mile 
long, abounding in rocks more picturesque to the ar- 
tistio eye than agreeable to the sailing skipper, leads to 
the outer bay where large islands make a shelter from 
the ocean swell. The bold outlines of the Mount 
Desert hills fill the eastern horizon and the Camden 
hills loom up in the west. Apart from the natural 
attractions that lend beauty to the drives are the 
various abandoned copper mines that excite admira- 
tion for human enterprise snd pity for investors, 
while the mineral springs provide s refreshing tonic 
drink. 

The town is guarded at either end by two senti- 
nels, the Congregational and Baptist churches, which 
mark the settied limits and dominate the thought. 
All social life centers about the church and its meet- 
ingB, except that the men from the neighboring 
granit quarries occasionally hav a dance in the little 
town hall or in a barn to which such of the ladies 
come as are not too pious or too aristocratic. . 

The influence of modern thought has made but 
little impression as yet upon the women, although the 
men begin to show signs of heresy and a few are out- 
spoken in their Rationaliem. One of these has lately 
accepted the s:xtonship of the Oongregational 
church, at a salary of $30 a year—a sum that no 
Christian cared to work for. It is said that the min- 
ister decided the church nesded to be swept, but 
upon his suggesting this performances, the sexton re- 
fused to do it and testily exclaimed, “ Damn the 
church, I wish it was in hell!" He still holds the 
office, though, and rings the bell mightily for the 
vsrious services. Another veteran made en uncon- 
ventional remark to the minister, who was struggling 
to put up a screen-door on his house. The ungodly 
man came to the rescue and. at once got the unruly 
door in its place. The grateful and good-natured 
parson said, * These ministers are of no account for 
such work.” No,“ was the bluff reply, “thar’s s 
heli of a lot of ’em that ain't a damn bit of use.” 

Three years ago I gave the first and only Free- 
thought lecture thet was ever delivered here. The 
town clerk graciously let the town hall for the rental 
of fifteen cents, to pay for oil, and we had an au- 
dien ce of about sixty, the parsons and the elect hav- 
ing bulldozed the community into non-attendance, 
although the town clerk : tood firm and refused to 
cancel the fifteen-cent lease at the minister's request. 
It was difficult to obtain a chairman, but finally one 
was found in the person of James Y. Grindell, an 
elderly man who for some years had borne the repu- 
tation of being liberal in his religious ideas. Fur- 
ther acquaintance proved him to be a clear-headed 
Freethinker who had quietiy found his way out from 
his encircling creeds and embraced the ideas of natu- 
ral religion. He afterward used to like to call for 
me with his valued gray mare and take me to drive, 
while he poured out his opinions upon the absurdity 
of the Bible miraclee and the bad character of the 
Coristian God. In his seventieth year he was 
nitacked with a bronchial affection, and for some 
months he saw clearly that his end was approaching. 
Ii became s common topic of conversation with him 
zd his mind dwelt much upon the religious ideas 
essociated with such an event. He on every occasion 
boldiy declared his dissent and in November last he 
peacefully passed away, conscious to the last, de- 
liberately closing his eyes in death with his own 
hand. 

Shortly before his death he told his wife that he 
had laid by some garments for his burial and 
directed her where to find them. The last night of 
hia life a friend watched with him. He sent for his 
wife to sponge him and then said to her, “There is 
nothing more that can be done; go and lie down 
and rest.” Soon after he seid to his friend, Im 
most gone, ain't I?” “Yes,” was replied, “I think 
you sre." He then slowiy and with effort moved his 
hands to his eyes, placed his fingers upon the closed 
lids, and quietly breathed his last. He gave orders 
that no minister should attend his funeral, but that 
the Freemasons should conduct the burial service. 
He said, “I suppose they will hav to use some sort 
of a prayer, but tell them to make it as short as pos- 
sible.” To the friends who conversed with him up 
to his last hour he repeatedly said that he had no 
fear of death and that he had no expectation of any 
life beyond the grave. His mind was clear to the 
last, and go long as his voice permitted he delighted 
to utter Rationalistie sentiments and instruct his 
friends as to the human origin of the Bible and the 
natural order of the universe. While he recognized 
the existence of an infinit force manifested in nature 
he denied any proof cf the existence of a personal 
God. He was brought up as a Methodiat and after 
leaving home became s Universalist. But he gradu 


ally broadened his views until he came to rejeot 
revelation and supernaturalism. Shortly before his 
death a relativ mentioned that his former Universal- 


‘list minister was available to attend his funeral. 


Mr. Grindell had some years before expressed the 
desire that this man should officiate on that occasion, 
and it was hoped he might now accede to it. But he 
replied, “ Mr. is no more fo me now than 
any other minister.” The Baptist minister of the 
town called upon him. Mr. Grindell held out his 
hand to him and said: "Because we differ about 
doetrins there is no reason that we shouldn't be 
friends.” 
less for five minutes, when, with a formal compli- 
ment, he took his leave. He couldn't stand up to 
his theology in face of this dying Freethinker. 

Everybody respected Mr. Grindell and only good 
words are said of him. His was the first funeral 
ever held here without the presence of & minister 
and it made a great impression. No one dares to 
apply the orthodox creed to this good man and 
many are asking themselvs if a creed can be true 
that damns such people, or that its professors sre 
ashamed to stard up to in the face of the life aud 
death of James Y. Grindell. He circulated a good 
deal of Freethou,sht literature, and it was my pless- 
ure to send him a large bundie occasionally, kaowing 
that it would be well distributed. Many hav been 
influenced by his words and efforts, and Blue Hill 
wil always retain tbe stimulus he gave toward a 
wider range of thought and a juster view of life. 
His faithful and intelligent wife carried ont all his 
instructions, and we hav the record of the death and 
burial of an unbeliever free from superstition and 
unmarred by Christian calumny. Such a testimony 
has a greater local effect than any amount of wordy 
argument; for a good life and a peaceful death are 
generally believed to indicate the possession of hon- 
est principles, and, in spite of theologians, men 
accept tbe words of Pope, “He can’t be wrong 
whose life is in the right.” RokkRT C. Apams 

— . — ũQa.: 
A Visit to Nebraska. 


I hav always been somewhat of a surprise to other 
people, but I am beginning to be a surprise to 
myself. Long ago when the Hutchinsons (a band of 
brothers from the old Granit State) used to sing 
of the Webrascality I used to think of that place as 
80 far removed from civilization that the rascality of 
trying to make it legal to hold slaves in the territory 
was something of less consequence than the return- 
ing of fugitive from the then existing free states. A 
territory so far away could be held in abeyance. The 
thought of ever seeing it, or any part of it, was 
entirely out of sll probability or even wish. But I 
hav seen some hundred miles of that state. And 
what is of still more importance to me (though the 
wonderful beauty of its landscape and the fertility of 
its soil would be of consequence to anyone wishirg 
to settle in a comparativiy new country) was the 
finding of many Freethinkers, some of them holding 
Cffices under government. 

There came to my knowledge while in the state a 
ease which perhaps it would be well for all of us 
woman suffragists to think about. A young man of 
respectability, well endowed by intellect and educa- 
fion forejhe position, received the nomination for 
school commissioner and superintendent of schools ; 
he lost the election through the vote of the women 
because he was a Liberal. Now, we all know that if 
suffeage is right for man it is equally right for 
woman; and we, the old Garrisonians, were wont to 
say when told of the consequences of freeing slaves, 
* We are to do right though the heavens fall.” Is 
not this giving suffrage to my own sex as difficult a 
subject to consider as freedom to four million slaves? 
Our government is constantly menaced by the 
usurped authority of the church. Shall we add to 
that authority by more than doubling that power? 
I confess myself at somewhat of s standstill. Borr: 
a believer in human rights, without regard to 


sex or color, I am more than anxious when I think of. 


what may be the consequences of doing what is 
right. I do not wonder that Jesus of Nezaretb 
when asked the question, “ What is truth?’ evaded 
the answer by going out. I am sure when the ques- 
tion is asked me, as it frequently is now, “Shall we 
vote for woman suffrage?" my answer is quite as 
irrelevant as was the going out of the Nazarene. 
But I took my pen to write of my visit to Seward, 
Neb., and of some of the people I met there. Some 
twenty-seven years ago a Mr. Lewis Moffitt and wife 
went into that region, now Seward, bought of the 
government very many acres of land, put upa house 
of one room, and set about making a home and 
building a town. The hardships which they en- 
dured in the three. or four years, more or less, while 
they were the only settled inhabitants of that region, 
having to travel seventy miles to procure all the 
necessities of life, encountering blizzards, ete., are 
hardly describable on paper. It is much easier and 
certainly more pleasant to write of the beautiful 
county—Seward county—and the city of twenty-five 
hundred inhabitants, laid out and named by its 
founder. Very many of its finest lots on which are 
built the public buildings were given to the city by 


The minister sat down, remained speech 


‘suffragists, and one for general business. 
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Mr. Moffitt. Of course all these gifts added to the 
wealth of Mr. Moffitt and wife, for to make a city you 
must hav many inhabitants, and to call inhabitants 
you must make inducements. Mr. Moffitt now hag 
a home which anyone might envy, no matter how fine 
his tastes or how heavy his pockets—four hundred 
acres, some of said acres covered: with timber of 
nativ growth, oak and walnut; other acres of new 
growth; orchards of apple. trees in full bearing, and 
also many trees bearing the smaller fruits. I passed 
by four miles of hedge which fences a part of the 
farm. The dwelling is in the center of a yard one 
acre and a half in size, on which are one hundred 
evergreens of various kinds. To this beautiful home 
I went some weeks ago by invitation of the Moffitta 
(they bearing the expense of the trip), because al- 
though we had never met, they hav known me 
through Tas Truru Szrxrz in all the years I hav 
been accepted as i:s friend by its Editor. Added to 
my pleasurable visit with Mr. acd Mrs. Moffitt, I 
made the acquaintance of a number of Freethir kers, 
some three of them outranking me in years to the 
number of fen. One man took the Boston Znvesti- 
gator when it was only a half-sheet printed on one 
«ide only—Mr. H. L. Boyes, eighty years of age, an 
energetic, earnest Liberal. It was worth a long 
journey to meet aud exchange greeting with him. 
But I must clove. The time is fast approaching 
when I must leave this place where I hav been made 
so very happy by my dear friends the De Lespinasses. 
Lucy N Corman. 
Orange City, Ja., Aug. 25, 1891. 


— NU－—“lnl 
Ho for the Portland Convention ! 


The time for the annual convention of the Oregon 
State Secular Union is rapidly drawing near. What 
are the Secularists on the coast doing or thinking 
concerning this convention? Portland, the metrop- 
olis of the Pacific northwest, the trade center and 
natural collecting and distributing point for the 
entire northwest portion of the United States, should 
be made the great intellectua! and moral center 
for the same scope of country. All that is necessary 
to accomplish this is for all who are interested in the 
great work of reform to put their shoulder to the 
wheel, and at the next Secular convention giv a 
good strong lift, and thus start the car forward with 
an impetus which a continuation of effort on the 
part of those who really desire to see real reform 
can maintain until it shall hav played a most con- 
spicuous and laudable part in the crisis which all 
with open eyes see just before us. I would propose, 
and would be glad if all interested would write to 
Tar Taurn Kerker and Brother Beal on the subject, 
tre eorven:ion be continued five or six days, and be 
systematized thus: One day to be occupied by the 


| Infide), one by the Spiritualist, one by the Advent- 
ist (or the Spiritualist and Adventist could divide 


one day between themselves), one day by the labor 
movement advocates, and one by the woman 
In that 
way it could be made a union of all the various 
movements o» a Secular basis That ia just what 
we want. If we can get the woman suffragists, 
labor agitators, Spiritualists, and the aggressiv 
reform movements in genersl to unite as Secularists, 
the days of religious legislation are numbered. Now 
a great many may not question the practicability of 
this plan and may wish the Union success, but go 
no further than wish. Wishes never made anything 
succeed. Work—poersistent, earnest work—is the 
thing that counts. Brother Beal is working himself 
to death for the success of the cause ; but one man 
cannot do it all. Who will help? Speak all at once 
if you wish. Let all who hav any desire for reform 
in any direction come to the convention determined 
to help all they can. Let all who can and will ren- 
der any assistance between now and then address 
C. Beal, Oathlamet, Wash., or room 27 Labbe Build- 
ing, Portland, Ore. Huwry Appia. 
— — 9————————— 
Another Letter frem Mr. Heywood. 


Drar MR. Macpomanp: With other good, easy 
rer dir g.“ August 5 b, the Tilton trinity brought me 
Karl Heir zen's The Rights of Women and the 
Sexual Relations, translated by Mrs. Emma Schum, 
financially godfathered by Karl Schmemann, of 
Detroit, who writes a preface, and recently published 
by Benjamin R Tucker, Boston. I knew Mr. Hein- 
zen well in 1860-61. also Dr. Marie E. Zakizowbka, a 
slight-built, pbssieally delicate, but mentally vigor- 
ous woman referred to by Mr. Schmemann in hia 
preface. In thought, speech, and physique Heinzen 
was n quiet athlete and no sham about him; hence I 
feel to resent unseemly haste hereabouts to rope his 
ghost into the Anarchist church in Boston. To 
Theodore Parker's society in 1861 I preached An- 
archy as I still believe in it, viz, natural law and 
order, truth, justice, freedom fleshed in personalities, 
ereativ enterprise, spiritual forces, supply and de- 
mand in material activity where all serve, “none 
command and none obey.” In 1860 Stephen Pearl 
Andrews published the Constitution of the Pan- 
tarchy,” which, with “Science of Society” and hie 
numerous other works, is the most exact, explicit, 
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and complete formulation of Anarchy ever pro- 
claimed. But the equivocal pretense of freedom 
here in Boston which types and mouths the noble 
word Acarchy is a fraud. As they claim to be 
“goientific Anarchists,” we may take Mr. Tucker to 
illustrate their philosophy, teaching by example, 
may we not? When seven innocent men were 
under sent- uce of death for their opinions in Ohi- 
cago in 1887, “X” (Henry Appleton) said in an edi- 
torial approved and published by Mr. Tucker in 
Liberty, that the Ohicago Anarchists had “invaded 
life and property ;” they had dore no such thing; 
hence I wrote Mr. Tucker a brief note calling his 
attention to the falsehood he had published about 
the seven to-be-martyred men, but he refused to 
correct it! I published the correspondence between 


him and me in the Word at the time. When the 


future Walpole, seeking authentic record of events 
in these times, reads Mr. Tucker’s columns about the 
Obhicago Anarchists, he will hav £^ fav, “As to this 
history, that’s a lie.“ In June, 1890 Mr. Tucker 
published approvingly an editorial by Victor Yarros, 
entitled, A Declaration of Independence,” in which 
they, two alleged Asarchists, jomtly and severally, 
agreed to silently acquiesce in the suppression of 
newspapers and imprisonment of editore and publish- 
ers by the Vice Society vermin of New York, Boston, 


and St. Louis, and they hav been a part of the great 


liberty-robbing majority ever since. To cap the cli- 
max of merce» ary cowsrdice, Mr. Tucker hes recently 
expurgated Zolas “Money,” mutilated a French 
classic for fear of Comstock and for the money such 
mind-murdering servility to lewd despotism will 
fateh! Would that Boston could hav been spared 
this last disgrace inflicted on her by a pretended 
Anarchist. 


The freedom, the sphere, of slaves is the circle 
described by their driver's lash. The dark dead - line 
drawn around the Liberty newspaper's office; the 
flerce-whirling ax of its grim executioner. in. chief; 
the pile of pates that hav tumbled from his editorial 
beheading-block into his waste-ba:ket below (the 
editor of the Arend's head, B. O. Flower's face, 


being the last to jook smilingly up from the bloody 


Jot); “ Be an Anarchist or die," the flag cf freedom 
floating over this “ free” business; a studied boycott 
on every Advanced measure; the more citizens 
Comstock imprisons for their faith, the less be, 
Mr. Tucker, wil kav to “regulate,” and the face to 
call the newspaper exponent of this restrictiv outfit, 
t Liberty "—8such ig philosophical pretense, call- 
ing itself Anarchy. Some weeks ago, Mr. Tucker 


said: “It is my [bir] right to sleep with different 


persons.” Admitted, end regardless of sex. August 
Ist he termed “virginity, thet paltry, tawdry, and 
over-rated gewgsw." When did Ae earn the right 
to “yawp” at the eye, the soul, of woman's perso- 
nality in this rude style? When we consider the fect 
that virginity bespesks elements], inviolable choice, 
the sacred fact of feminin freedom, women’s inal- 
ienable right to hold or béstow her person as she 
deems best—Mr. Tucker’s language, above quoted, 
is simply indecent bravado, scdudalous presumption. 
His growing bir seness cf perception is painful. 
In December, 1875 in the Word cffice, with Charles 
F. Mason, a ycurg Princetonian, Mr. Tucker was 
setting up “Oupid’s Yckes "—I writing it with a pen- 
cil, and the two typos at my heels shouting “copy.” 
Inadvertently I bad used the word “lust” as opposed 
to love; Mr. Tucker called my attention to the fact 
that lust means vigor, exuberant power, which is 
not naturally dissolute. I accepted the correction, 
and the sentence stands to day as then by him 
revised. The book has been revised and reset twice 
since, but none of the “ obscenity " has been omitted. 
Most of the changes made in later years were 
suggested by Mre. Heywood, the most intuitiv, 
relentless, creativ, and serviceable critic I ever 
encountered. 


When the Boston vice lice in 1882 (Mrs. Heywood 
calls Henry Chase “that /owse crawling over the 
body politic and dictating to us what books and 
newspapers we may publish "), when the obscenists 
suppressed “Leaves of Grass,” and induced Oliver 
Stevens, the district attorney cf Suffolk county, to 
threaten prosecution if the book was not expurgated, 
Whitman said, No," and took the platen to Phila- 
delpbia. We reprinted as “The Word Extra” two 
of the “ worst" (best) poems, without note or com- 
ment, deeming that the most effectiv way to resent 
the outrage and vindicate the nobly natural bock. 
I was prosecuted but acquitted. — Mr. Tucker 
advertised the whole book for sale by himeelf per- 
sonally, defied Comstock, Chase, Stevens—the 
world of vice worms. They slunk back into their 
nativ mud. But now said worms hav so far 
repressed and got him under that he mutilates and 
«xpurgates books for business purposes." From 
1872, when I first met him in E /ott Hall and he 
subscribed for the Word, till 1884 he was a clear- 
eyed, resolute, irresistible exponent of freedom of 
conscience, speech, and the press. But now, alas! 
What was Adam's fall compared with T'ucker’s 
fall! But in giving Proudbon to the English- 
speaking world and in battling for mental liberty in 


years past he has done imperishable, immortal work 
for human progress. ‘ 

Carlyle said, ‘Democracy is Anarchy plus the 
constable; rather let us see that Democracy is 
Anarchy transcending the constable. Anarchy is 
true, but cowards and hypocrits do not illustrate it. 
The idea that persons silent under the lewd, rude 
despotism that now rules these states, should pre- 
sume to think themselvs Anarchists! Louis Blanc 
said: “A curse on him who is not enough an honest 
man and enough a man of courage to be capabie of 
the crime of hospitality toward a proscribed person.” 
Oharles Sumner ssid: ‘Liberty of speech is the 
wery breath of a republic, the press a terror to 
wrong-doers. Shall we allow the wrong.doers, 
foul tyraunists, to benight reason and conscience? 
Thanks to Mrs. Schum, Mr. Schmemann, and Mr. 
Tucker I am privileged to read Heinzen’s remark 
able book, and hav ordered a special copy which I 
shall present to the mother of my children, the 
woman with whom I hav had the honor to share a 
home twenty-six years. Will write Jon sb: vt the 
bock more at ler gth later. Ezra H. Hxvwoop. 
State Prison, P. O. Box 100, Charleston; Mass., 

Aug. 24, v. I. 19 
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The Survival of the Unfittest. 


Victoria Olaffin Woodhull Martin at the recent 
session in Lordon of the International Congress of 
Hygiene «id Demography read an elaborate eseay 
on the “Rapid Muitiplication of the Unfit.” She 
tock an advanced position snd her paper was 
much discussed. 

Some of her propositions follow: 

One of the most fruitful sources of error is the 
Bupposition or tekivg for granted that others will 
see and comprehend human nature as we see and 
comprehend it. An individual sees and compre- 
hends a social problem from his or ber understand. 
ing. He or she has longings, desires, emotions, 
and sensations, and he or she imagins that others 
bav the same sensations, that they will respond to 
the seme stimuli in exactly the same manner and 
with the same degree of intensity in a given cir- 
cumstance, in a definit social :rder. 

There are often greater differences between in- 
dividuals of the game race than between individuals 
of different races. Some are more richly endowed, 
with more highly evolved nervous systems. If we 
wish to understand the basis of a superior faculty 
we study how the nervous nystem of the individual 
bas. become rpeeislized. In the same way if we 
wish to understand the inferiority of individuals we 
study in what way their nervous systems are de- 
fectiv. It is tbis differentiation of the. nervous 
system which separates man from man more than 
sven geographical isolation in our modern civiliza- 
tion. The period of reaction to tactual, to auditory, 
to visual sensations depends upon the physiolog- 
ical condition of the c:nirs! nervous system. 

FATIGUE POISON. 

It is seid that in a new country where the land 
has not yet been appropriated, there is no such thing 
as the unemployed or the pauper. When colonists 
first settle upon a piece of lend there is plenty of 
outdoor exercise, manly pursuits, work which does 
not cause physical deterioration. But after a time, 
as population ineresses and sedentary occupations 
take the place of activ pursuits, crowded inclosed 
workrooms take the place of work in the open air, 
the energy of the workers is gradually sapped by 
artificial life in cities, and they become the progenitors 
of a class physically enfeebled, spiritless, incapable 
of sustained effort. . x 

Power of endurance in individuals is not equal; 
so that we could not gay that eight hours’ work or 
that less or more is beneficial to all alike, for one 
may work eight hours continuously and not be ex- 
hausted whereas another may be totally exhausted 
in «ix. Physicians warn us that if we do vot allow 
suffioient rest to a tired organ to recuperate, waste 
products accumula e, producing poisons which are a 
fruitful source of disease. The most activ agent in 
generating the unfit is fatigue poison. Ifa large per- 
centage of histcries*of family degeneration can be 
traced in the cffeprirg of parents who hav passed 
the prime of life how much larger must tbe per- 
centage of family degeneration be due to physical 
exhaustion from overwork or the lack of sufficient 
light and fresb sir. 

MABRIAGES OF THE UNFIT. 

But in any attempt to raise the standard of 
bumanity, to aid evolution, we must take into con- 
sideration that it is not the survival of the fittest, 
but the survival of the unfit, by means of their rapid 
multiplication in societies as presently organized. 

Anuy cause which determine the mating of the 
individuals bas a direct irfluence on the quality of 
the human race. All artificial social inducements for 
the mating of unsuitable individuals are instruments 
for the multiplication of the unfit. To prove how 
detrimental our present social life is on the human 
race we hav only to ask, How many of the marriages 
would be consummated which take place if there 
were no social inducements, no fear of public opin- 


ion, no regard for the law, if there were no other 
inducement but the fact that he is male and she 
female, and that they are physiologically mated? 
How many who to-day are not mated would under 
such a state come together, and how many who to- 
day propagate from other inducements than love 
would not do so? One great cause of the rapid 
multiplication of the unfit over the fit is our false 
social system, which places so many obstacles to 
prevent the coming together of our best men and 
women. 

How many opportunities has a girl to find her 
physiological mste in her little set—even if she were 
free to choose? Sexual selection has very little 
scope in our cceventional ey aterm. 

FOOD AND REPRODUCTION. 

Among other causes which conduce to the rapid 
multiplication of the unfit, it has been suggested 
that the resson why the poor are so prolific is that 
they sre underfed, that abundance of »:ch food less- 
eng fertility. From experiments on flowering and 
fruit plants, by checking the nutritiv conditions of 
the plent the reproductiv power is increased; the 
roots of fruit trees are cut in order thst they may 
yield abundant fruit. Darwin has alresdy men- 
tioned the subject in his work on animals and plants 
under domestication. He says: '''This strange doc- 
trin has apparently risen from individual animels 
when supplied with an inordinate quantity of food, 
and from planis of many kinds when grown on 
rer ed rich soil, as on s dunghill, becoming 
abe vil." 

Opposed to this theory is the statement that 
population increases with the increase of focd—that 
is, the number of animals increases rapidly where 
food is plentiful, and in times of dearth and scarcity 
the number decreases. The increase is ascribed to 
the increase in the number of marriages in prosper- 
ous periods. But among the very rieb, where the 
inerease is most rapid, I do not think this incresse 
is due to the legal marriage. It is very difficult 
to reconcile the naturalist’s and the political econc- 
mist’s theories. Other checks may be at work 
which tend to obscure the value of the firet theory ; 
it may be that the focd supply, falling below the 
minimum necessary to sustain life in a healthy con- 
dition, causes diseases or otherwise incapacitates 
human beings in the struggle against adverse condi- 
tions in an industria! ct ige. 

f THE REMEDY. 

The best minds of to-day hav socepted the fact 
that if superior people gre desired they must be bred; 
and if imbecils, criminals, paupers, and otherwise 
unfit are undesirable citizens they must not be bred. 

The first principles of the breeders art are to 
weed cut the inferior animals, to avoid conditions 
which giv a tendency to reversion, and then to bring 
together superior animals under the most frvorable 
conditions. We can produce numerous modifications 
of structure by careful selection of different aimals. 
and there is noreason why, if society were differently 
organized, we should not be sble to modify and 
improve the human species to the same extent. In 
order to do this we must make s religion of the pro- 
creativ principle. Our girls and boys must be 
taught how sacred is the life giving principle—the 
most wonderful of all the forces at work throughout 
nature. 

Our young men and women should realize the 
purpose for which they sre uniting in the holiest 
bond of physical life. And by this means we would 
hav inaugurated the upper million and the lower 
ten. Any social conditions which tend to trane- 
pose these terms are subversiv of the true interests 
of humanity. 

VIOTOBIA CLATIIX WoopuuLL. MARTIN. 
— — +o 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W. 8. Berr will lecture at Du Bois, Pa., Sept. 10 h an 
11th, and in Pittsburgh on the 13th; at Massilon, O., the 
20th. 

Tax Lucifer Club, composed of the subscribers to Lucifer 
and friends of Moses Harman, will held a convention at 
Ottawa, Kan., on the 5th, 6h, and 7th of September. There 
is much enthusiasm among the members of this club, and 
arrangements hav been made for a large gathering. Vol- 
tairine de Cleyre and other well. known speakers v ill attend. 


W. F. Jamigson was arravging with Mr. George T. 
Bruce, of California, for a series of debates with the donet y 
champion of Campbellism, Rev. Dr. Driver, but the }everend 
cannot be coaxed into debate, although he makes he Onri-- 
tians believe he is dying to get hold of an Infidel. Mr 
Jamieson now says he will accept calls for lectures and 
debates anywhere. Address Box 366, Des Moines, Ia. 


B. P. Purnam’s lecture appointments for September and 
October are as follows: Jamestown, N. D., September dth, 
6h; Boseman, Mont, Sch, 9.h; Colville, Wash., 12tn, 
13.h; Spangle, Wash., 16th; Rosalia, Wash., 16.b, 17th; 
Oakeedale, Wash., 18:h; Palouse City, Wash., 19th, 20th ; 
Pasco, Wash., 22d, 23d ; Nanaimo, B. C., 26th; Wellington, 
B.C., 27th, 98th ; Snohomish, Wash., 30ih; Portland cov ven- 
tion, October 3d, 4th, 5th; Grant's Pasa, 7th, 8th; San Fran- 
cisco, 11th. Will lecture in California through the months 
of October, November, December, and January, state con- 
yention January 29th, , 
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The Nuns in the Schools. 

[We printed in the issue of Taz TRUTH BERKER previous 
to this the news that the Catholic authorities of Texas pro- 
pose to fill the public schools with nuns as teachers, and the 
Opinion of the assistant attorney-general which will allow 
them to do it, providing they can wield sufficient pull with 
the county superintendents and trustees of the schools. 
Below we print a protest against the scheme by a Protestant 
preacher, the Rev. George Rose, of San Antonio, eliminating 
some of his pious catch-phrases, and confining him to secu- 
lar sense. His sermon shows that even though their oppo- 
sition to the scheme comes largely through their hatred 
of a neighbor sect, the Protestants will condemn this move- 
ment. And it is said that when thieves fall out honest men 
get their dues.]. 

Recently in this city at & normal school there were 
seventy-seven applicants for certificates to teach in 
the public schools of this state, forty-one of which 
were sisters of charity. This is a matter of intended 
significance, and worthy at tbis time of our best 
attention and consideration. 

The purpose of the creation of publie schools is 
that the youth of our population should not grow 
up in ignorance purely as to secular knowledge, and 
so be unprepared to win their way in the battle of 
mundane existence. Wisely we hav no church and 
state joined in this country. The United States has 
always held that there must be no sort of coercion 
in religious matters. 

The church of Rome, as is well kuown in Roman 
Catholic countries or anywhere else, is neither pio- 
neer nor champion of secular education. It is at 
least s remarkable coincidence that where in countries 
and parts of countries the Roman church is strongest 
there ig the reverse of sound progress, cultivated 
intelligence, and general learning. Witness Ireland, 
Spain, portions of Italy, Mexico, and the Central 
and South American states. Taking these countries 
as examples, we bav reason to think that the Roman 
church not only has not heretofore fostered the lib- 
eral education of the masses, but has positivly dis- 
couraged it. The unfavorable comparison to the 
general advancement of the people of the Roman 
Catholic states mentioned, and Protestant America, 
England, Scotland, and the British colonial posses- 
sions, we need not hesitate to ascribe to the different 
policies pursued in the respectiv divisions of Roman 
Ostholie and Protestant nations in the matter of 
secular education. 

Tens of thousands of Protestants at one time 
believed it was right and proper to open the exer- 
cises of our public schools by the reading. of the 
scriptures. But they hav been made to see, by one 
argument and another, that religious education is 
not part of the curriculum of the public school. 

Now, if for any reason the King James version of 
the Bible has been closed in the publie school, is 
Pope Clement VIIL's version to be opened? If 
so, may we Protestants ask why? The answer is, 
and our Roman Ostholio brethren, dealing with us in 
all candor, wil! admit it, the church of Rome will not 
accede to the secularity of public school education in 
America, at legst as to their own people. It will not 
tolerate where it can prevent it what it calls “the 
graceless education of the public schools.“ There. 
fore Roman Oatholics everywhere in the United 
States hav been meking, are making, and will con- 
tinue to make, efforts to introduce their religion in 
the publie schools. 

There need not then be the slightest doubt on the 
part of anybody ss to the reason why sisters of 
charity hav taken out certificates to teach in the 
public schools of Texas. The sisters, estimable 
women that they are, owe first allegiance to their 
church, and if they become teachers in the schools, 
according to the organization of the church of Rome, 
it were vain to think that they would not still remain 
completely under the direction and control of their 
church authority while drawing public money for 
their support. Let them or their superiors explicitly 
deny this if they will. Rest assured it will not be 
denied in unmistakable terms. The introduction of 
sisters of charity in the public schools of the United 
States is the entering wedge, and it plainly means 
this—the alliance of church and state in these free 
United States, and the ultimate control of public 
education here in the interests of the church of 
Rome. 

Are the Roman Catholics taxed for the support of 
the public schools? So, likewise, are Protestants, 
Jews, and others who are too in the majority. Is 
there unfair discrimination in any way against the 
children of Roman Oatholies in the matter of public 
instruction? This is not claimed. The fact is, all are 
treated alike. Then where.is the right and justice 
of Roman Oatholies seeking and pushing for an ad- 
vantage not accorded to other denominations in the 
particular under consideration? Would it be becom- 
ing and just on the part of people whose interests 
and rights are at stake to remain silent at this junet- 

ure of affairs when violence is being done to prece- 
dent, custom, and to one of the greatest institutions 
of this free land? Certainly not. We should be 
unworthy of the name Americans if we did not at 
this time sound the note of alarm to bring people 
together to consider and take action in the premises, 
. Who is it that has raised this question in our 
neighborhood? Who is it responsible for the dis- 


| turbance of the religious peace of the community ! 


True, we might remain quiet and cffer no opposition 
while our schools were being handed over to Roman 
Ostholie influence and direction; but the matter 
would prove costly in the extreme, in the end. So 
now is the time to giv the warning that public money 
must not be employed to support any denomination 
in connection with our publie schools. O.beré do 
not ask it, and Roman Oatholics must not get it. It 
is the duty of all alike to be tolerant of religious 
difference or opinion. . We do not tax Roman Catho- 
lies for Protestant religious instruction in the public 
schools and they must not tax us for the payment of 
their teaching. 

What may we expect in the practical work of hav- 
ing the sisters in the public schools? They will most 
likely be sent to small places where they will hav 
absolute control. At first one sister will be sent toa 
town or settlement, and as the community grows, an- 
other sister will follow, and later a third, until the 
schools are filled with them and to the exclusion 
of teachers of other creeds. Parents then will hav 
no choice as to the instruction of their children ; they 
must either send them where the sisters sre instruct- 
ors or keep them at home. Now, will Protestants 
and Jews like this, to be compeiled to accept the edu- 
cation of their children at tbe hands of a religious 
order under the authority of the Roman Oatholic 
clergy, or to provide other instruction for them at 
separate and often large cost, or to let them grow 
up in ignorance? Which alternativ will they 
accept? i 

But we are told that the sisters will not teach 
religion in the public schools, and that if they did 
they would be liable to expulsion. But with the 
publie school as & basis for operation what is to 
prevent the sisters from teaching their scholars any- 
thing they please outside of the school, with which 
instruction we shall be told we Protestants and 
others hav nothing to do? Let us not deceive our- 
selvs in this matter. The sisters—if not directly 
then indirectly—by their very presence, manner, 
Gress, and in ways beyond number, can and would 
familiarize the minds of the youths, and instil into 

them, Roman Oatholic-—as opposed to other religious 
ideas, peculiarities, and teachings. This may be 
set down with absolute certainty. The Roman church 
does not bother itself about questions of the im- 
portance of the one we are considering, without 
motivs. And the motivs in this case, as has been 
said before, sre to supply, and at public cost, Roman 
Oatholie religious instruction openly or otherwise in 
the publie schools. And this I contend is a matter 
of the very gravest concern to Americans. And I 
here say Americans advisedly, for the reason the 
effort to control the education of children in the 
United States has ita origin outside of this country 
and among foreigners. 

Agsin, there is on the political economy side of 
cf this question weighty reasons why religionists 
should not supplant secularists as teachers in the 
public schools. After long preparation and much 
cost a class of worthies hav equipped themselvs as 
instructors in the institutions we sre thinking of, 
and with the understanding that the study and im- 
parting of religious knowledge was to be no part of 
their duty. Now suddenly in one department of the 
labor market it is proposed to introduce to the 
number of forty-one out of seventy-seven applicants 
a class of laborers whose ostensible business is work 
of charity, and who are receiving maintenance and 
support for such work, not only from their own 
church, but from many other sources. Now is this 
right, to force into an already congested Isbor mar- 
ket a class of laborers ‘comparativiy independent of 
the wage to be paid as a means of livelihood? The 
Roman church, as is well known, has large revenues 
and extensiv and well-furnished quarters for its de- 
fendants, and why then this anomaly of a church 
that professes studious regard of the interests of 
Isbor, of crowding upon the labor market, to its vast 
unsettling and disturbance, a class of Iaborers already 
provided for? What is to become of the laborers 
already there, or preparing to go there, with a clear 
understanding between them and the state as to the 
exact requirements of the service, namely, calling for 
no teaching by object-lesson or otherwise of relig- 
ious matters? . 

We hav looked at the subject on the religious, 
moral, and economic sides, now let us take up the 
political phase of the question. Who is responsible 
for having introduced into Texas politics the subject 
of at least religious influence, if not instruction, as 
will be contended, in the public schools? Oer- 
tainly not Protestants; they hav not demanded and 
do not seek any advantage for themselvs over their 
neighbors in that matter. Oa the contrary, they see 
the necessity for and demanded the complete separa- 
tion of religious and secular education, when the state 
pays the bills. And now are we to go to the polls 

and vote whether or not women wearing the especial 
dress of a religious order, marking them distinctly 
as to who and what they are, shall be permitted to 
teach in the public schools? I trust not. I hope 
the Roman Oatholie church authorities will wisely 
refrain from pressing this question, which is sure to 


arouse distrust and opposition in a marked degree. 

Americans hav raid everywhere and at all times 

religious questions must be kept out of politics, and 

they hav served notiee to this effect whenever the 

question has come up in the past, and will continue 

to serve such notice whenever it erises in the future. 
— —— 9 34-9——————— 


What the Young Freethinkers Need. 


In the article “ How to Make Freethinkers of the 
Young," Miss Oraddock suggests that there should 
be a Freethought paper for the young people. 
Something of the kind is certainly needed forthe 
benefit of those who are a little too old to take an 
interest in the Onildren's Corner," and feel as if 
they had been told to “listen and not talk" when 
they read tie able articles written by the veterans in 
the cause, who express their ideas much better than 
they could hope to. These young people are 
“ soarcely noticed in any of the Freethought papers, 
yet they sre at the period in life when to openly 
express Liberal sentiments entails the most hard- 
ships, and should receive the most encouragement. 
The young man who, at the beginning of a business 
or social career, allows it to be known that he is a 
Freethinker, handicaps himself greatly.” If he 
depends on others for employment many will not 
employ him, not because they doubt his ability or 
honesty, but because it would not be “politic to hav 
an avowed Freethinker jn their establishment. Ifhe 
sets up in business for himself, by opposing the 
church he resigns the patronage of most church- 
members. He will not receive any encouragement 
from those who believe as he does, but whom 
“policy” bids be silent; they will listen to his 
public defense of his belief without the least sign of 
approbation and perhaps say to themselvs as they 
walk away, Sensible talk that, but very indiscreet 
in the young man.” This young man will be 
avoided socially, his intimates wili be nearly all men 
and then only in a business or.“ out with the boys” 
sense. The result of all this is that the young man 
is apt to chenge his residence and suppress his 
opinions. g 

Later on when his financial -position is assured he 
may again avow his Liberal sentiments, or he may 
deem it necessary to remain a hypocrit all his life. I 
hav a sincere admiration for the young woman who 
dares to openly oppose the church. She has so little 
to encourage her. She irjures herself socially, and 
society means everything to most young women. 
The “average young man” will consider her “ strong- 
minded” because she has formed ‘an opinion on a 
subject he has never thought of, and a “ strong- 
minded woman” is a “ terror” to the average young 
man. This is the condition of the young Freethinker. 
in the towns and smaller cities, but is not so severe 
in the larger ones. This country is growing more 
liberal year by year, and the time is not far distant 
when it will be no hardship to be a Freethinker. 
In the mean time let something be done to 
encourage the young Freethinker. .Show him 
that some one takes an interest in him. You 
who are employers, when you want a clerk or a me- 
chanic, advertise in the Freethought papers, if you 
can employ some young Liberal, and encoursge him 
in fearless speaking. Would not that be better than 
to hav him fall into the hands of some double faced 
deacon, where he would learn hypocrisy and deceit ? 
You need not tske him if he is not competent or 
cannot giv reference. A paper devoted to the young 
people would do much to encourage them. It 
should not be the opposit of s Sunday-school paper, 
or be otherwise childish. It should contain a large 
Children's Corner," but on the whole be a paper 
for young men and women. It must be made 
attractiv. The knock-down arguments and satirical 
writings of the Freethought papers are not read by 
the young, there are 80 many other things more 
interesting. I hav no fault to find with any Free- 
thought paper; they answer perfectly the purpose 
for which they were intended; but they are not 
adapted to the minds of young people. 

The “naked truth," a “simple statement of facts,” 
and “arguments without frills,” are all right, but it 
is better to clothe the truth in even a fanciful dress 
and hav it received, than not to kav it received at all. 
A simple statement of facts with illustrations is an 
improvement, and it would be better to put a double 
row of frills around every argument, if by so doing 
people would be interested enough to read them. 
While it is absolutely necessary that such & paper - 
should be anti-religious, it should also be scientific 
and literary.. It would be a medium through which 
the young people could get acquainted, compare 
experiences, and receive advice; not in the way it is 
usually administered, as a medicin, but in the shape 
of the actual experiences, with comments, of those 
who hav “gone before.” I think the success of such 
a paper is assured. Every Freethinker would take 
it for his children, and it would be of such s charac- 
ter that even the “old folks” could not do without it. 

Elsinore, Cal. E. MoCox. 

— — -n — — 
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dew. Publigations. TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


== "he-World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. The Biographies ol 
three hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
present. By D. M. BENNETT. 1,075 pages, 
Svo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
eo, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions.  Bio- 

graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 

tians. A companion book to“ The World's 

Sages,” etc. By D. M. Buyyerr. 8vo., 

1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; - 
morocoo, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
8 full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. I. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, inelud- 
ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. Bennerr. Written in prison at 
bany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


path of ‘least resistance,’ but on the thorny 
and steep road of progress onward and 


upward to ever higher and nobler states of 
existence.” 


this particular field has been much sought 
after by the press of Chicago, he having 
traveled professionally over the greater part 
of this country and Europe. As he was a 
success in that capacity he bas since become 
an acknowledged authority on the prestidigi- 
tator's art. The book runs through several 
chapters of gossipy reminiscence relativ to 
celebrities of this profession past and present 
Many astounding tricks are laid bare by the 
illustrations. The basis of all religions is 
the love for the mysterious in humanity, bu' 
what appears mysterious on the platform i- 
often ludicrously absurd when explained b) 
an adept. Anyone desiring to familiarize 
themselvs with professional deceptions or 
illusions, such as the decapitation, cremation, 
or the palanquin acts, would do well to pur 
chase this book. It sells for $2. 


Unless otherwise specified; all publications 
noticed here can be had of TRR TRUTH SEEKER 


“Freethought Readings and Secular 
Company, at the prices named. 


Songs,” is a compilation by J. M. Wheeler, 
one of England’s most industrious Free- 
thought writers. The title describes it and 
we can only add that the selections are 
judiciously and critically made. The authors 
trom which the poems are chosen include 
Bruno, Saxe, Swinburne, W. R. Alger, Edgar 
Fawcett, James Thomson, Leigh Hunt, M. 
J. Savage, Susan H. Wixon, W. B. Scott, 
Margaret Fuller, Shakspere, Thomas Hood, 
Frank Felt, George E. Macdonald, Shelley, 
Britton, Ernest Jones, and others. The 
children of Freethinkers can find in it many 
good pieces for school recitations. Price, 50 
cents. 


M. Myerovitch, of 205 Jackson street, 
Nashville, Tenn., has printed a pamphlet to 
prove his new theory that ‘ the origin of the 
polar motion is the repulsiv power of mole. 
cules.” 


The Maine Coast Oottager takes tLe place 
of the Mt. Desert Herald, published at Bar 
Harbor, Me. It is edited by Joseph Wood 
and devoted to building up the interests of 


‘‘Main-Traveled Roads” is a series of 
“six Mississippi valley stories” by Hamlin 
Garland, published by the Avena. Price 50 
cents in paper and $1 incloth. The publish 
ers thus describe the work: “All the stories 
are distinctly American. They deal with the 
light and shadows of Western life. Mr. Gar 
land nowhere preaches or moralizes, but 
every story, by its wonderful picture of life 
and conditions as they are found to-day, tells 
& vital truth and stimulates thought. It ie 
with the people, the great army of toilers 
who struggle so heroically and receive so 
little of life’s comforts, that the author deals 
in this remarkable volume. The title is by 
no means misleading. It is over the main. 
traveled road that the characters pass, some 
bearing heavy burdens, some bowed witb 
age, care, and trouble; some laughing in the 
exuberance of youth and radiant in the 
wealth of health and hope." The novel is a 
work of genius and calculated to stir up 
trouble if read by the hard-working farmers 
of the South and West. The Farmers’ 
Alliance could use it effectivly as a campaign 
document. 


The Freethickers of India hav begun the 

ublieation of a paper, fortnightly, called 

odern Thought. It is printed at Bombay, 
and we sincerely trust that it may survive 
longer than its predecessors. 


A lecture by Professor W. J. Woolsey, 
entitled. The Churches and the Pews,” can 
be had free by addressing Dr. Wilson, 258 
Nash street, St. Paul, Minn. It is a Liberal 
speech, and levels some keen shafts against 
orthodoxy. ` 


Anyone interested in Russia will find 
„ Russian Traits and Terrors, published by 
B. R. Tucker (price, 35 centa), a revelation 
surprising in the extreme. Russia is about 
the worst country in the world if we may 
believe the writers of this work. The people 
are all liare, slothful, dishonest, immoral, and 
cruel. The half has not been told about 
their prisons; their persecutions of the Jews 
exceed the published facts, and the peasantry 
are in a worse condition than were our 
African slaves. The book was originally 
published in a series of articles in the 
Fortnight y Review. If the charges against 
the country are true, and there is too much 
ground to apprehend they are, it is well the 
world should knowit. 


* What's Bred in the Bone” is the novel, 
by Grant Allen, which took the five thousand- 
dollar prize awarded by London Tid Bits; 
republished here by B. R. Tucker. As a 
novel it is very fine and holds the reader’s 
attention closely. Price 35 cents. 


* Miss Worden's Hero,” by H. B. Balis- 
bury, is a Socialistic-Anarchistic forecast of 
the coming revolution” in this city, told in 
novel form. It is published by G. W. Dil- 
lingham in very cheap style, and few we 
imagin will care to pay even 25 cents for it. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
everwritten. ByF. W. Newman, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leatt er, $5.06; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. à 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 

on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
whole r + ‘eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By VIS. 
count AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
Yohn Russell, twice Premier of England, 
Jomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; 


B. R. Tucker has published Karl Heinzen’s 
„The Rights of Women, and the Sexual 
Relations—An Address to an Unknown 
Lady Reader.” It is a very radical work, 
calculated to shock most people, but full of 
facts and common-sense conclusions—as 
such works usually are. Its perusal would 
make & good many men ashamed of them. 
selvs, and likewise some women. Of it the 
Boston Beacon gays: The volume contains, 
from the nature of its theme, a great deal of 
plain speaking, but there is nothing in it 
that ought to offend a serious mind; and it 
is interesting to observe that the opinions of 
the latest scientific inveatigators into the sub- 
ject of the evolution of merriege are in 
agreement with Heinzen's suggestions.” 
Cloth covers, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


** A Little Book for Men and Women About 
Life and Death,” by W. Carew Hazlitt, price 
$1, has reached us from Reeves & Turner, 
London. Mr. Hazlitt strongly opposes the 
Cburch, and he sums the purport of his book 
in this way: A survey of the whole ques- 
tion convinces one: 1. That we and the 
other tenants of the earth are parcel of a 
colossal system of which our knowledge is 
exceedingly defectiv, and of whicb, under 
clerical auspices, we should hav remained to 
the last, not merely in absolute ignorance, 
but with altogether false impressions. 2. 
That while the church was, during a certain 
length of tíme, a wholesome agent in the 
promotion of literature and the arts, it at no 
pericd helped forward real education, and is, 
under changed circumstances, the greatest 
enemy to human progrees and welfare. 3. 
That as the church has been constructed by 
ordinary human methods, it is as open to 
criticism and inquiry as any other branch of 
our political fabric. 4. That so long as the 
church continues to exercise its authority 
over our schools and training, the progress of 
real culture among other than independent 
thinkers is out of the question; and 5. That, 
in order to place the views of the community 
on a solid and sincere basis, the entire scheme 
of teaching in all our seminaries, for girls as 
well as for boys, for advanced pupils as well 
as for the very young, must be absolutely 
secularized." : 


Professor C. L. Haskell, 8t. Louis, Mo., 
has printed in tract form an article which he 
recently wrote for these columns. on! How 
to Convert Atheists.” It is No. 1 of ‘Do. 
You-Ever-Think Series." He would prob- 
ably sell a dozen for 25 centr, and their dis- 
tribution would do good. 3 


Thomas A. Davies has written a pamphlet, 
Am I Jew or Gentile? Or the Genealogy of 
Jesus Christ, Proving His Divinity," which 
may be had of E. H. Coffin, 49 John street, 
New York, for 25 cents. The work is a new 
twist of ^ holy writ,” and it is unnecessary 
to say that the claim made in the title ig un- 
true. 


One of the curiously useless books which 
people persist in writing is Wm. Hemstreet’s 
tt Mind in Matter; or, The Substance of the 
Soul,” printed by the Fowler & Wells Co. 
Mr. Hemstreet claims soul to be a thing, and 
just as material as the body is, whether 
electrical or ethereal; and that mind is the 
innate quality of that thing like cohesion or 
energy in matter, although in neither case 
can we tell the why or wherefore. He argues 
that by demonstrating the corporeal nature 
of the-soul we demonstrate its immortality, 
jn the imperishability of matter and its 
alliance with volitional tenacity of love of 
life. He suggests this theory will add a new 
system of social philosophy and explain and 
support existing theology. The book sells 
for $1. | 


The foregoing volumes are called The 
Truth Seeker Library." If all are ordered to- 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


4 Vacation Time, with Hints on Summer: 

' Living," by H. B. Drayton (Fowler & Wells 
Co.), for 95 cents, contains a good deal of 

good sense and considerable of the usual 

nonsense talked by “hygienists.” But as on 

the Whole it makes for out-door living and 

plentiful exercise its influence is good, 

though there is no special reason why it 


should be called Vacation Time. Bennett-Teed Discussion. Between 


D. M. Bennerr and Cyrus Bowurus R. 
Trep. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections to Christianity? 
A discussion between D.'M. BENNETT and 
G. M. Mam, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new nor 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

Bennerr affirms; Mare denies. This is 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the Uniteà 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustica 
was perpetrated upon Mn. BENNETT. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 60 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


L:terrogatories to Jehovah. Bein 
3,000 questions propounded to his Jewis 
Godship upon n great variety of subjects. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu- 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

eloth, 75 cents. 


The Bock of Chronicles of the Pil- 


grims in the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle te 
the Zrr^h Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 
Apostle to the Truth Seekers. 


10 cents. 


The Great Religions of the World. 


Perhaps every admirer of Charles Brad- 
laugh already possesses George Jacob Holy- 
'oake's story of his Life and Career," as 
printed by Mr. Green, but if he has not he 
should get it. It is an affectionately just 
tribute to a really great man. Those who 
read it will know Bradlaugh better, and 
rome seemingly harsh actions will be ex- 
plained by the knowledge. Price, 15 cents. 


The '* Agnostic Island " is a story by F. J. 
Gould of the efforts of some missionaries to 
convert to Christianity the inhabitants of an 
island in the Australasian regions who had 
no religion, but guided their lives by a code 
of principles known as Agnosticism. It is 
an unusually well-told story and has been 
accorded praise in all quarters. Original in 
conception, the story is told with such unat- 
fected simplicity—every character is sonatural 
—that the reader is unconsciously entranced. 
and is impelled to pursue the narrativ to the 
end. It may safely be asserted that no 
orthodox Christian could rise from a perusal 
of the work without having his mind liberal- 
ized and his intellectual capacities widened. 
‘The Agnostic Island’ is just the book to 
put into the hands of a liberal Christian 
anxious to understand and appreciate the 
faith of the maligned heretic.” Price in this 
country, $1. 


THIRD EDITION. 


My Religious Experience. 
By S. P. Putnam. 
Price, E - 25 cents. 


Peter Eckler is always publishing valuable 
- works, and his latest, printed in his usual 
elegant manner, is“ John Calvin, and the 
Errors of Presbyterianism.” The publication 
is the result of a correspondence between Mr. 
James Beli, of Brooklyn, and a Calvinistic 
. preacher of Detroit, An authentic portrait 
of Calvin discloses why his system of 
theology is the worst of all Protestant specu- 
lations. His errors, ignorance, misconcep- 
tions, and absurdities are disclosed and 
exposed.” The book is exceedingly useful 
to the scholar and the price is $1. 


OTHER WORKS BY S. P. PUTNAM. 
The New God. Price, 10 cents. 
The Problem of the Universe, and 


ite Scientific Solution. with some Oriticiams 
of: Un'versology. Price: 20 cents. 


Waifs and Wanderings, A New 
American Story. Price: cloth, $1.03; paper, 
50 cents. A prose epic of the war, rich with 
jncident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day.” —John Strinton's Paper. 


Golden Throne, A Romance. “The 
author ‘ertainly bas genius. The divine 
creativ Spark is with him. ‘Ihe book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
wor's—the transcript of a manly mind. 
Every Liberal should read Golden Throne.“ 
—Ingersoll, Price, $. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
iti» shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price: 10 cents. 


Prometheus, A Poem. It is 
crammed with life, thought, and profound 
emotion, poured forth, it seems to me. with 
extraordinary beauty. Dr. Henry W. Bellows, 
Price, $1. 


Why Don't He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic poems. Price, 10 cents. 


Freetraders: will naturally desire to hav 
Henry George's latest volume. Protection 
or Free Trade ?” and probably the reader with 
limited means and time can get no better book 
on the subject. Mr George claims to hav 
answered every question raised by the pro- 
tectionist and met every objection to free 

interchange of commodities between nations. 
This may or not be so, but Mr. George is an 
able writer, and undoubtedly his book will 
be of use to those who think there is no 
prosperity for the country until the custom- 
houses are abolished. Price, 25 cents. 


“The Dawning,” by J. M. L. Babcock, 
hag entered upon its third edition. It ought 
to be its thirtieth, for it is a book that is full 
of rare thought and suggestion. It is a 
romance of love and labor, where what is 
noblest in both is beautifully sketched. ‘‘ The 
Dawning” is one of the novels of the new 
age. It was written for the head and heart 
of man, and appeals to both with equal power. 
The story is fascinating,the characters charm- 
ing, and the advanced questions of the day 
are treated in a way that commands respect 
and infiuences opinion. The author of this 
rare book has put the world of thinking men 
and women in his debt. His broad sympa- 
thies for his race and his earnest purpose in 
seeking to ameliorate the hard lot of the 
working class, make The Dawning” a book 
that all wage-earners, as well as al! students 
of the industrial problem, should read. Pa- 
per, 50 cents. 


Paul Carus, of the Open Court, has issued 
a second edition of Fundamental Prob. 
lems,” price $1 50. The purpose of the book 
Mr. Carus explains thus: The fashionable 
Freethought of to-day is so clorely connected 
with negativism apd hedonism that most peo- 
ple are accustomed to identify Freethought 
with these its excrescences. In this book, 
however, is proposed a philosophy of most 
radical Freethought, that is no negativism, 


no Agnosticism, and 7o metaphysical mysti-| Leaves from a Copjurer’s Scrap- Book; 


cism, but a systematic arrangement of positiv or, Modern Magiciars and their Work.” H A poetic : 10 cents. 
facts. On the ground of positiv facts, it| Donohue, Henneberry & Co., is a handsomely Adami aud Heva. the hoa stl alae a Letter t 8 1 Colgate 
equally opposes hedonism as well as asceti- printed, neatly bound, and fairly illustrated which its superiority to the mutilated copy— nen etter io Samue Igate. 
cism, plopounding a humaritarían ethics) book of nearly 800 pages from the pen of H. the Genesislegend ia shown. Price, 10 cents: 1U cenzs. 
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which, if obeyed, will keep our nation 


J. Burlingame. The author is a bright and 
healthy and must lead us not on the easy 
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For new subscribers to Tur Thura FENN we 
return tbenks to Moeesre. O. Child, E. T. Greber, 
Almond Owen (who also sends for five of the new 
Biblical Picture Books), N. G. O. Coad, T. N. Sher- 
man. James M. Logan, W. A. Wagner, J. Monroe, 
M. Fleming, Sam Luse, Jobn A. Calder, J. Warm- 
brod, George W. Meyer, A. W. Beery, W. G. Trout- 
man, D. Hepler, and D. W. O. Priest. Such help as 
these gentlemen extend we gratefully appreciate. 


We desire to greatly increase our list this fall and: 


winter—in fact, it is imperativ that we should do so 
—and ask our friends all over the country to help 
us. The list could easily be doubled if only one- 
third of our readers would take as much interest in 
Tae Terura Szxexer’s success as the gentlemen 


named above. " 
— — — — 


Wer will furnish free sample pages pietures and 
text—of the Freethinker's Pictorial Text- Book to 
any friend who will distribute them where they 
will do good, and to anyone who will become a 
gelling agent a liberal diseount will be made. A 
Freethinker of good address, man or woman, out 
of work, could make good salary selling this book 
in any town of fairly L'ter:] inhabitants. 

E — — , — 
Concentration of Effort. 

The igsne of the San Francisco Freethought of 
August 15th was its last. The following card by 
the Board of Directors of the Freethought Publish- 
ing Company explains why: 

“ After a careful consideration of the resources at 
hand it is decided that Freethought shall be con- 
solidated with Taz Trura Szexzr. The present 
pecuniary support of Freethought does not justify 
ita continuance as an independ ut journal, with the 
burden resting upon afew. Much has been accom- 
plished by the generous devotion of friends, and that 
which has been accomplished will form the basis of 
new effort. It is not a retreat but a change and 
combination of forces whereby at the least outlay 
the greatest results can be attained. 

* We hav not the wealth and power of the churches. 
We hav to work with small means, and we must 
make the best of these means. 

“ Fortunately we are not without allies able and 
willing to aid in the advarcoment of the Liberalism 
of the Pacific Coast. Tur Tauru Seeger hereafter 
will take the place of Freethought. It is hoped 
that the subscribers of Freethought will heartily 
support this alliance, and approve the wisdom of the 
course adopted. 

„Whatever udvance subscriptions hav been psid 
for Freethought will be made good by Taz Fur 
SEI. 


“ Tue TRUTR SEERER will hav a special department 
devoted to the work upon the Pacific Coast. S. P. 
Putnam will contribute News and Notes from all 
parts of the field. There will be weekly correspond- 


ence from San Francisco and other points, and 


ample reports of conventions and Liberal meelivgs, 
and in every respect the eolumns of Tue TRUrR 
Srzxer will like Freethought, giv account of the 
progress of aífairs and maintain the spirit of fellow. 
ship. Thus, through Tur TRUTR Srexzr we can 
keep up communication with one another, hold our 
ranks intact, carry on the work with advantage, and 
preserve unity of action, the objects for which Free- 
thought was established. 

“A great work has been done. We view it with 
pride and hope, and are satisfied that under the 
new arrangement it will still be successful and 
glorious. 

* We are poor, and because we are poor we must 
be economical of our expenditure. We must make a 
dollar go as far as we can, and cooperation is the 
word. But not the less do we labor with enthusi- 
asm, not the less do we see the promis of the future, 
not the less do we believe in the victory of our 
cause. 

“ We feel sure that the readers of Freethought will 
cooperate in this movement, will giv it their generous 
support, and thus make the Liberal work more 
effectiv and broader than ever. We must combine 
There is an immense effort throughout the country 
for a union of church and state. We cannot haul 
down our flag; from East to West there must be a 
solid array of Liberals. We cannot afford to waste 
our powder. In view of the pressure of the times, 
the uncertainty of the business world, and the 
danger that confronts us, concentration and con- 
solidation are necessary to the Liberal cause. 

“The headquarters of the Freethought Publishing 
Company will be at San Francisco, as heretofore, 
for publishing, printing, sale of Liberal and scientific 
works, eic.; also the special agency of The Truth 
Seeker Company to receive subscriptions and renew- 
als of the paper, and sell books. By means of this 
branch office the country between the East and 
the West will be constantly activ. 

“We are convinced that when the bene fits of the 
consolidation of Tu: Trurs Srxxer and Freethought 
are thoroughly understood, it will be welcomed by 
friends and supporters with the greatest enthusiasm. 


“§. P. Purnam, 

“ Emr Lemme | Board of Directors 
“W, H. Eastman, } Freethought Pub- 
“F.L Browne. | ` lishing Company.” 


G. E. Maoponarr, | 


Continuing, Mr. Putnam says to the Liberals of 
California and the Coast: 


“Tar TaurH Szexer will carry on the work of 
Freethought. It is impossible to do double duty. 
I must confine myself to the lecture field. The labor 
there is of the first importance. I shall he in Oali- 
fornia during the months of October, November, 
December, and January. I desire to address Lib- 
erals wherever possible, and arrange for a grand con- 
vention at San Francisco, January 29th, Paine’s an- 
niversary, of the California State Liberal Union. I 
hope that all will cooperate. We must not giv up 
because our means are small. We can and must do 
something. There are formidable issues presented 
to us. The people must be educated by the platform 
as well as by the press. Arrange for one lecture at 
least if no more. Even if only a few attend this is 
infinitly better than nothing. There will beadvence. 
Minds will be awakened. With the union of Free- 
thought and Tux TRUTR Serer, I shall hav op- 
portunity for greater work in the field. The Pacific 
coast is my home, and here I wish to devote myself 
to the interests of the cause. Rally to the flag, and 
let us hav a splendid fall and winter campaign 
worthy the memory of Thomas Paine. Send the 
word along the line. I shall expecta gensral re- 
sponse. BauvzL P. Purnam.” 


Mr. F. L. Browne, who, since George E. Mac- 
donald retired from Freethought, because he 
couldn’t stand the strain, has had charge of the office 
editorial duties, supplements the foregoing with a 
statement. Mr. Browne is an old friend, and was a 
clerk in this office when D. M. Bennett was in the 
flesh : 


“I reflect regretfully upon the departure of Free- 


thought for the East. I would that I were going 
with it, even away from the sunny skies and balmy 
breezes of the Pacific coast ; away to the storm and 
chill of the Eastern wintera, 

“Although my work has, until recently, been behind 
the scenes, I hay taken an activ part in the publica- 
tion of the paper almost from the very start. I hav 
burnt the midnight oil in its behalf many a time 
and hav put forth my best efforts to help make it a 
success. 

“Therefore I say adieu sadly. I see it and its 
interests depart eastward as those of a dear friend 
whom I may expect never to meet again. l 
The foros of circumstancas dictates this course. 
It is wiser to make a safe harbor than to attempt to 
weather a storm outside the shelter. It is better for 
the interests of all that the work should be shaped 
to continue than to court disaster by an attempt to 
do too much. Our good commander-in-chief givs, 
in another column, detail of arrange ments made for 
the best interests of all concerned. I+ is unnecessary 
for me to repeat them here. Do not for & moment 
think. that this move is made for the purpose of 
lightening the burden upon the shoulders of those 
setivly engaged in the work connected with Free- 
thought. The move cuts off the income while it 
still leaves a burden of financial obligations upon 
the management. 

"In our work we hav been nobly supported. In 
times of need we hav not looked in vain for the 
response to appeals for assistance. This is fully 
appreciated. This has encouraged us to continue 
the work in the face of sppallivg difficulties. But 
we are tired at last. We feel that it is better to let 
others assume a part of the burden. 

“ Born and bred in the Liberal ranks, it is out of 
the question for me to drop the work. It must go 
on. I shall continus to watch the progress of Lib- 
eralism on the Pacific coast; shall compile the items 
of interest and see them published. To this end I 
invite correspondence from the many personal 
friends of Freethought. I shall hav opportunity to 
become acquainted with you and exchange ideas. 
Let us work together. Local Freethought societies, 
send me reports of what is happening in your organi-. 
zations; Freethinkers, call my attention to items of 
interest in the field of Liberalism; personal friends, 
write me of new thoughts which come to you. We 
can make this work move on with greater effect than 
ever, if you will all do this. 

“Over the paths of gleaming steel that span the 
continent shall speed the messages proclaiming life, 
activity, and effectivness in the Liberal ranks here- 
tofore represented by Freethought. Friends, here is 
my hand and greeting.” 


These statements are sufficient, perhaps, but we 
must say a few words to the Liberals of the country, 
and also extend the hand of family fellowship to the 
new friends who hav come to us from Freethought, 
to whom we introduce Tur Teruras SkRR ER this 
week. , 

The past two years hav been hard ones for the 
few journals upholding the cause of Freethought. 
There has been much to distract the mind to other 
issues. Business has been poor, merchants finding 
but few customers, while the farmers hav been com- 
pelled to sell their crops for little or nothing.. There 
has been no great case of persecution by the church 
to draw the Liberals together, and some of them 
hav felt that things are going all right-—that the 
church is losing its grip upon its members and 
ministers; that the rumored trials for heresy boded 
the downfall of superstition, and that the creeds 
when revised would line up with common sense. 
Under these conditions the efforts of the Liberale 
hav relaxed, with unfortunate results. Oharles 
Watts, one of the ablest men who ever stepped 
upon a platform, has found it necessary to go back 
to England, where he could better provide for his 
family, and though his work in Canada is to be 
continued, we very much fear that it will not be 
possible to hold the Libera) people of that country 
together as he has done. Freethought, with two of 
the ablest men in the country st work for it, has 
found the path too rough. The task its publication 
imposed they hav found beyond their strength. 
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One of them has been compelled to look elsewhere 
for the means to support his family, and the other 
thought it best to lay the burden down that he 
might do more to help the cause from the lecture 
platform. There is no one to blame for all this; it 
is simply a phase which all unpopular causes must 
show at times. We hope that the results will hav 
the effect of arousing the Liberals to a sense of the 
situation. 

The corsclidetion of Freethought with Tun 
Tnurk Surxkrn, however, is not by any means A weak- 
ening in ihe work. On the contrary it is an expan- 
sion, and will help the Pacific Coast friends to do 
still more, as Toe Truru SzRRER is larger in ciroula- 
tion and affords greater opportunity for correspond- 
‘ence. We ask its new readers to take it to their 
hearts as they did Freethought, and we hope to 
make it the same welcome friend to their firesides. 


Whatever is peculiar to the Coast will not be omit- 


ted. Mr. Patnsm will find ample room in its big 


pages for hia “News and Notes ;". he will be its leot- 


uring Editor and traveling representativ. Mr. F. L. 
Browne will send us each week full accounts of all 
that touches the interests of Liberalism on the West- 
ern slope—from the Serras to the Sea—and the 
Liberals of Californie, Oregon, and Washington will 
find it as. devoted to their work as was Freethought. 
The office of the Freethought: Company in San 
Francisco--838 Howard street—will be a special 


agency where Liberals visiting the city can find the 


paper and our books, and leave their subscriptions as 
well as at the Eastern office. 


list, and by taking advantage of our terms for clubs 
Tus Trura Serer will cost them little if any more 
than did Freethought. And to every one of these 
new friends we extend a hearty invitation to write to 
us, tell us of their work and wants, and so keep up 
the cordial spirit of fellowship en through 
Freethought. 
— . — 
Prayer and Rackarock Powder. 

When the theologians want or don't want any- 
thing, they pray. They pray to avert famin and 
ring church bells to keep off a plague. If there are 
too many grasshoppers around they pray that the 


Lord will kill the insects, and a man dying froma 
bullet wound is made the victim of the same incanta- 


tion. 
It used to be considered one of the minister's 


duties to pray for rain when a dry apell continued 


too long, and so foolish were some of the minister's 


parishioners that they objected to his praying for 
rain till they had gotten their hay in. The others, 
having gotten the hay in, insisted that the preacher 
should go shead. 

The difference between the theologians and the 
scientists is clearly shown in this question of rain. 
Theology believes and supplicates ; science reasons 
and experiments. The theological method of getting 
moisture from the skies not.proving a success in 
rainless localities, science has taken up the matter, 
and triumphed over theology. Hereafter prayers for 
rain will be at a discount, and the minister has lost 
another hold on his victims. This account, from 
Midland, Texas, of Science’s triumph was in nearly 
all of the daily papers the other day: 


* The labors of the rainmakers whom Uncle Jerry Rusk 
sent down here to try to pump water out of cloudless skies 
are practically at an end so far as this particular locality is 
concerned. 

** General Dyrenfurth will leave for Washington to-morrow 
morning, to be gone about ten days. He is highly pleased 
with the success of the experiments and has perfect faith that 
the power of making rain has been secured. 

“ From a barren, dry alkali prairie this country has been 
transformed into a first-class pasture land. 

The ranch belongs to Nelson Morris, of Chicago, and 
covers three hundred thousand acres. Before the rain per- 
suaders came there had been no good rain on the ranch for 
three years—only light showers 8t rare intervale which did 
but little good. Since the experiments were begun thare 
has been one tremendous rainfall, and there has hardly been 


` 


a day without a shower or two. The grass is getting green. 


extensiv scale of the program first laid out by General Dy- 


We abs!l mske good all 
the subsoriptions paid i in advance to Freethought, but 
we also ask those who are behind to forward the 

money due as soon as possible, We strongly desire 
to keep on our list every name on Jreethought's 


“ The experiments hav not yet been conducted upon the 


renfurth, but sufficient has been done to demonstrate that 
the right plan for making rain when it is needed has been 
discovered. 

“ The balloons, owing to the present inadequate means 
of making oxygen in large quantities, hav not been a dazzling 
success. But the rackarock powder and dynamite hav 
worked wonders with the atmosphere. 

„The explosion of any large amount of dynamite and 
rackarock was followed by rain inside of ten hours upon 
eight or ten occasions. 

Last evening was the final and most conclusiv and satis- 
factory. of any of the experiments. The night wasclear and 
there was every indication of a long dry spell. 

* Five balloons were sent up and exploded. A stiff gale 
was blowing from the east and they drifted far toward the 
Betting sun before they «xploded. The battle on the ground 
where rackarock ard dynamite took the place of heavy 
artillery lasted from 6 o'clock until 10,then the general and 
his forces retired. They were awakened at 3 A.M. by a vivid 


flash of lightning, followed by a violent clap of thunder. 


They went out and saw a storm of great violence raging 
in the west. It rained until about 8 a.m. Then many 
pounds of dynamite and rackarock were exploded again. 
After each discharge the rain fell in torrents.” 


We do not know whether it is humiliating i the 
Lord or to hig preachers to hav to acknowledge that 
dynamite and rackarock powder are more powerful 
than they, but the case seems clear. It is well 
known that prayers for rain were not always followed 
by showers, and that shrewd preachers put off their 
supplieations till the wind was in the east. What 
follows? The conclusion is inevitable that God 
couldn't or wouldn't make it rain when the conditions 
were not right.. Now, if hecouldn't, then dynamite 
and rackarock powder are more powerful than he, 
for they force the conditions and the rain follows. 
But if he could but wouldn’t, then his chosen mouth- 
pieces were of no more avail with him than other 
folks. 
answered, the Lord hesreth them nof. 
in the world is the use of supporting them? Flee 
medicin men should be set to work. Let the minis- 
ters stop praying and to go experimenting with dyna- 
mite and rackarock powder. So can they earn their 
salaries and become of some benefit to the world. 


— to — 
Another Jewish Convert. 


The Jews are at last, under the persistent prod- 
ding of Mr. Benjemin, warring toward the Ohristian 
mission for their conversion in & manner which must 
speedily render Mr. Freshman’s enterprise unremu- 
nerativ. And his converts, under the able tutelage 
of Mr. Benjamin—who hates a Obristian Hebrew 
with great ability and zeal—will all soon be induced 
to sit with the faithful of Israel again, leaving a net 
result of nothing as a basis for begging for funds to 
support the Hebrew-Ohristian mission in St. Mark’s 
place. 

A Hungarian Jew, by name Max Winterling, is the 
latest renegade from Judaism to Obristianity, and 
also tha other way. His story is found in the follow- 
ing affidavit : 


** City and County of New York, ss. 

“I, Max Winterling, being duly sworn, say that I reside 
at 17 St. Mark's place in the city of New York. I was born 
in Budapest, in 1868. I arrived in New York in 1886. Here 
in a strange land, with no friends, I drifted until I heard of 
the existence of the Rev. Jacob Freshman and his mission, 
at whose mission Jews in my position are assisted and main. 
tained in consideration of giving up their religion, Judaism, 
I became a frequent visitor at Mr. Freshman’s, and as I 
never received a thorough Jewish education I soon fell a 
prey to the convincing proofs of Christianity as depicted by 
Mr. Freshman snd his aids. I was duly baptized by him on 
January 15, 1889. He assisted me during my stay in New 
York until I was sent by him to a seminary at Mt. Hermon, 
Mass., where I remained for one school year and then 
returned to this city. During my vacation I was again sup- 
ported by Mr. Freshman with five dollars weekly and free 
lodging. Here my eyes became opened to the peculiar 
irregularities and inconsistency of bcth Mr. Freshman and 
my fellow-converts. I became cognizant that while the con- 
verts pretend Christian piety in the church, they scoff and 
laugh at Christianity in general, and Mr. Freshman’s igno- 
rance in particular, outside of the church. The few old 
Bible proofs in favor of the New Testament became to me 
ambiguous and Obscure. When I presented my difficulties 
to Mr. Freshman, his sole reply was that I must not permit 
the devil to get the best of me. Finally my conscientious 
struggle became unbearable I now resolved to cheat Chris- 
tianity and myself no longer. I therefore meke an open 
confession before God and men that I never was a Christian 
at heart and could never he one especially when my Chris- 
tisnity should emanate from men like Mr. Freshman. He 
himself might be a good Christian, but his huge ignorance 
and inconsistency never did and never will influence any 


conscientious and enlightened person to follow his example. 
Iam also free to say that every convert which Mr. Freshman 
ever made is of the same opinion as myself but they lack the 
moral courage to express themselvs openly. As I was the 
one who called the police c fficer to eject Mr. Benjamin when 
he together with the Herald representativ visited the reading- 
room, it will be seen that it is not at the instigation of Mr. 
Benjamin that I come to my conclusion. I certainly owe an 
apology to the Christian community for cheating them out 
of their money and good-will. The only. restitution I can 
offer is by warning them against a further waste of money 
upon the other converts. 
a helping hand toward maintaining the Hebrew-Christian 


Preachers sre useless, their prayers are not 
Then what 
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The Chiistians who honestly lend 


church are innocently committing the crime of promoting 
and encouraging dishonesty among converts like myself. 
" Max WINTERLING. 

* Subscribed and sworn to before me this tenth day of 
August, 1801. Wm. J. Becker, Notary Public City and 
County of New York. 

Having gotten this evidence against Mr. Fresh- 
man's mission Mr. Benjamin has gotten Mr. Winter- 
ling out of the country before he turns himself over 
again. The real Jews regard such fellows with 
scorn and aversion, and use them only to help break 
up the mission. The American Hebrew says of them : 
* We beg our Obristian friends to dismiss from their 
minds any idea they may entertain that we feel 
gratified at the renunciation of Christianity of men 
like Winterling. We prefer they kept out of our 
faith. We hay no use for men like Winterling, 
Hoffman, et al., who will use religion as a cloak for 
obtaining an easy livelihood; no more use than we 
hav for Mr. Freshman, who knows the character of 
the material he employs to urge religious and well- 
meaning Christians to part with their money, under 
the idea that they are really saving the souls of Jews, 
when they sre only helping to support a lot of 
worthless persons, most of whom would be in jail if 
they got half their deserts.” There is none more 
clannish in religion or zealous and jealous for his 
faith than a Jew, and the attempt of the Christians 
to convert poor people of that faith arouses as great 
a religious hatred as exists between Catholios and 
Protestants. And it can be truly said of the Jews 
that very few yield to the pleadings of the Ohristians, 
and they are of the most dishonest kind, willing to 
play the hypcerit for the sake of a few dollars. Mr. 
Winterling says that five other converts mada by Mr. 
Fresbman “ will withdraw the mask of conversion so 
soon as their domestic affairs and financial difficulties 
are straightened out.” It may be thought that such 
might be safely left to their own destruction, and 
they probably would be did not the Obristiang find 
them available as excuses to beg money and did not 
the Jews dislike to see even the most worthless of 
their number renounce his religion. 

— . ⏑ꝓ ä—ũ ä 
Editorial Notes. 


Some of the Freethinkers of England, led by G. J. Holy- 
oake and H. L. Breekstad, hav begun a movement to repeal 
the law which now makes it illegal to leave property in trust 
for Freethought purposes, and which sanctions confiscation 
of money avowedly bequeathed for the advocacy of views 
hostil to Christianity. A general election will probably take 
place in England within a year, and candidates for the next 
Parliament will be supported or opposed as they favor or 
oppose such action. Mr. G. W. Foote, as president of the 
National Secular Society. concurs in the effort, and will ren- 
der what assistance isin his power. The National Reformer 
says of the movement: ‘‘It has of late years grown more 
and more clear to most Freethinkers that the future success 
of our movement, as one of persistent propaganda, depends 
on its being properly endowed. But endowed it can never 
be, however anxious Freethinkers may be to leave their 
money to it, while the present wicked blasphemy laws sub- 
sist in their entirety. These laws must be repealed, in part 
ere long, in whole ultimately. When Mr. Bradlaugh last 
introduced his bill for their repeal, it was resisted by men 
like Mr. Samuel Smith and Sir Edward Clarke, on the score . 
that the repeal would allow blasphemous cartoons and 
writings to ^e published with impunity. Mr. Samuel 
Smith's snuffle about the honor of God Almighty is a thing 
toremember. These precious champions of the honor of 
omnipotence hav not dared to attempt a single blasphemy 
prosecution since that of the Freethinker; yet they maintain 
the law against endowment on the pretext in question. 
But the bill now in hand does not ask the bigots to surrender 
their power of imprisoning us for attacking their opinions; 
itonly proposes that bequests for the endowment of our 
propaganda be made legal. They will be left free to prose- 
cute us for blasphemies, if they dare. If, then, they insist 
on preventing us from endowing our movements as all 
other movements are endowed, they will stand confessed 
as Simple brigands. No honest Christian can for à moment 
defend the policy whieh taunts Freethinkers with lacking 
institutions, while deliberately confiscatíng all funds left to 
found such institutions. The time is come to put Christian 
morality in this matter to a decisiv test; and to that end 
it is incumbent on ali British Freethinkers to support the 
new bill by every means in their power.” 
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Zetters fram friends. 


Practices What He Preaches, 

|: Irava, IIL., July 7, 1891. 
‘Mr. EDrrok: Inclosed find money for TRR TRUTH Srexer, 
which send to another new convert, the new subscriber 
named at Astoria, Ill. It requires time and reason only to 
light the whole world. What was once a simple spark has 
grown to a gigantic blaze that will soon drive out all dark- 
ness. And the sooner every true Liberal will, in kindness 
and confidence, advocate the principles of Liberality, the 
necessity of universal justice, the sooner we will hav univer- 

sal light. Yours truly, C. S. RANDOLPH. 


Make the Holy Day a National Holiday. 

Br. ELMoO, TENN., Aug. 16, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: I want the Congress of the United States to 
` pass an act making the first day of the week, commonly 
called Sunday, a nat/onal holiday, in which everyone in the 
United States can be just as free to do or act as on any other 
national holiday. No one has any right to do wrong on any 
day, and everyone ought to be just as free to do what is 
right on Sunday as on any other day, and whatever is right 
to do Wednesday or Monday cannot possibly be wrong on 
Bunday. Giv us a national weekly holiday. 'Then some 
people can grunt and groan, whoop and howl, and be as 
blue and dismal as they choose, without compelling every- 

body else to be blue and dismal also. L. L Qoopwin. 


Freethinkers Must Work as Farnestly as Christians 


, , Fırongura, Mass., Aug 4, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: I asked some of the news-dealers here if 
they kept your paper, but they said, No! This is a great city 
for God-houses, and they sre running full blast every night 
and al day Sunday. There are two of them about eighty 
yards from where I liv, one on each side of. the street. I 
often think, if Freethinkers would only work half as ear- 
nestly how much better it would be for the cause. A friend 
and I tried to start a club in Waltham last summer, but 
failed. The most of them were too weak-kneed, and afraid 
of the Christians and of losing their job, although there are 
enough who profess to be Freethinkers to make a good start. 
I may say that Heston’s cartoons are simply great. Wishing 

you success. and long life to battle for the right, I remain, 
Yours for tbe truth. DANIEL MoOrunx. 


Lost in a Wilderness of Superstitionists. 


RIoRMOND, Aug. 16, 1891. 

Mr. EDITOR : There are in this village three churches, and 
8 one-horse printing-press run by the church. What makes 
me say one-horse, sectarian, is that I hav tried it and found 
it dare not publish anything that was Liberal or that the 
church objected to. I wrote a piece entitled Church os. 
Sunday-school.” Its scene was back in 1850. I described 
the best I could the society then and now. I gave ít to the 
printer. He came out with & long editorial giving me fits, 
and of course I replied, and he would not publish my reply. 

That you may succeed in all of your lawful undertakings 
is my sincere wish. 

I am here alone, as it were, as far as Infidels are con- 
cerned. There is not a number of Taz TRUTH SEEKER taken 
in this part of the county, and I do. not know of one being 
iaken in the county. If I was able to get some smart lect- 
urer here to talk to the people it might make a big difference 
in the minds of the people. But a smart talker cannot afford 
to lecture for nothing. I would be willing to pay for half of 
the expense if I could get some one to meet the other half 

I. C. KIL GORE. 


A Freethought Book for Norwegians. 
Sioux Faris, DR., July 28, 1891. 

Mr. EprrOB : I hav received your circular letter. I see 
you hav about as hard pecking in New York to make a liv- 
ing as we hav here in the wild and wooly West.” But 
we hav a magnificent crop of oats and wheat. 
are now busy harvesting. So we keep courage up, and hope 
to find some clover after harvest. In the last week I hav 
raked in the magnificent sum of two silver dollars printed on 
paper, for books sold, but a friend of mine lugged off my 
TRUTH SEEKER picture-book, and my little gir! must hav 
another, so here goes the silver to please Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, myself, and my little girl. 

I shall also mention, I hav just got out another small 
book, 112 pages. Its title is, ‘‘ Evolution in Heaven and 
Earth.” It is a new story of creation, from the stand- 
point of Freethought and science. The book is built up 
from extracts from such men as Flammarion, Proctor, 
Denton, Haeckel, Wakeman, and many others. It is writ- 
ten, as before, in the Norwegian language. The price is 
80. cents, four for $1. Those who hav read it so far giv 
it a good name. N. S. JOHNBON. 


Electricity is the Soul. 
LONGSTREET, GA., Aug. 2, 291. 
Ms. Eprror: Take the two articles of P. F. Shumaker 
and J. L Tompkins in the August 1st number ; answer them 
according to Dr. J. B. Dodds, that Electricity is the pri- 


mal substance in nature, out of which all things in being 


were made;” giv it eternal existence and intelligence, will, 
and power, which we know it has; imagin its omni. 
prerence and intimate connection with mind ; place it behind 
phenomena and all that is, and then see if we cannot get 
along without any Gods or devils or beliefs in the super- 
natural. Postulating electricity, by further studying, inves- 
tigating, and.experimenting for another million years or so, 
we come to agree upon the most consistent of all ideas of 
God, Pantheism (electricity). It is a little clearer than mud, 


ot God” in Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 


The farmers |: 


| then, that if we look for eternal substance, we hav it in 


electricity. If power, we hav it in electricity. If omnis- 
cience and omnipresence, what like electricity ? If good- 
ness and love, we do not look for that in any God (so called) 
nor in nature either. Goodness and evil are very much 
mixed, according to our experience, and we expect always 
to find it so in time to come.  Electro-psychological science 
must and will, I think, classify and explain the ‘‘ phenom- 
ena,” and show how and why they are in exact harmony with 
nature's order. Yours for truth, T. N. Mason. 


Why Are We Against the Bible? 
Aug. 22, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: In the number of April 25th Mr. W. L 
Willis promised us another article about Spiritology. I am 
desirous to come into intercourse with ghosts. I think a 
real medium need not fear investigation. 

Why are you so against the Bible? For four years I had 
religious instruction and learned verses from it,and the 
reading of the Bible did me more good than all the teaching 


of the consistoriabrath. Without it the farmers would all 


come in the same category with the captain under Fred. 
erick the Great who said on hearing of Roman law, My 
goodness! I thought it was everywhere as in Prussia!“ 
The patriarchs, David, Solomon, were noble characters for 
their time. Invested with sovereign power, we should ad- 
mire their moderation. Asthiages, Nero, Caligula, Henry 
VIII., Prince Pierre Napoleon, Emperor William, were more 
violent and bad. Queen Esther and Queen Herodia were not 
worse than Marie of Medicis and Anne Boleyn, who killed 
Admiral Coligny ard Thomas More. 
advice of her mother-in-law and the custom of the ccun- 
try; she cannot beblamed. Styles are different all over the 
world. Cleopatra, in tender negligée, wrapped in a blanket, 
had herself carried by a slave into the tent of Cæsar. Mary 
of Burgundy met Emperor Maximilian in the street and 
kneeling down said, How I longed for you, you young 
blood!” When Caroline of Brunswick went to London she 
had to wait for the royal carriages, and George IV. and his 
mistress insulted her. You remember certainly the recep- 
tion given to Alexandra of Wales when she landed in Eng. 
land. , A Constant READER. 


A Suggestion, : 
Des Mornus, Ia., Aug. 12, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: I would like to see a review of Fiske’s ‘‘ Idea 
Or if this work has been 
specifically reviewed by some competent writer heretofore, 
will you advise me, so I can avail myself of it ? 

By the way, is this suggestion of any value eithez to truth- 
seeking or Freethought? Is it practical? Get one or more 
Freethinkers in each locality to make a list of all known 
Freethinkers in that neighborhood, and forward it to Tax 
TRUTH SEEKER or the Secular Union, for the purpose of 
reaching this class of persons on proper occasions. The list 
should be frequently revised and kept in order by states 
and counties and cities. Iam led to think that there are 
thousands of Freethinkera who do not even know of a Free- 
thought paper. As a class, these persons do not care to 
make much demonstration; they silently exjoy their own 
opinions, and let everybody else ‘‘think as they please.” 
Any attempted organization of this class will be apt to prove 
a failure. At least, this is my opinion and observation. But 
if this class were simply '* known " to each other, it would be 
of use. And it seems to me it would be well to try to lead 
up to & proper recognition of Freethinkers as such in future 
statistics. We hav tables of church-membership in govern- 
ment statistics; why not membership of Freethinkers ? But 
this is not so important, perhaps, as to“ know each other 
here.” I hav tried to get some of the friends to list our 
tolks in Iowa, but hav not yet succeeded. Ithink it would 
be a good plan for THE TRUTH BERKER to undertake this 
work, and that it would be financially profitable to it and 
useful to the cause. l J.J. Davis. 


Time Will Reveal Which is Right, 
! Bonn, Kan., Aug. 15, 1891. 
Mr. Epitor: In your issue of the 8ih of August you print 
an article in reply to Mr. Swartz which I must say was mor- 
tifying for me to see printed in Tur TRUTH SERKER- an 
article that one could only expect to see in a paper whose 
object was to destroy liberty and enslave thought by the most 
direct route, by destruction of a free press and an untram- 
meled tongue. Your article in question is so vindictiv and 
reckless in regard to the facts in the case that it has no place 
in a paper whose purpose it is to guard the cause of freedom 
and justice. Whenever you set out to defend such legisla- 
tion as the law which has got its clutches on Mr. Swartz 
and attempt to justify it, you are preparing a catch-basin 
into which you will sooner or later fall yourself unless the 
tide of the pious meddling is turned. While I would 
not contribute to the support of the Sun for this reason, it is 
not the kind of literature which interests me and I cannot see 
that humanity would lose any valuable support if the Sun 
were suppressed, yet all people are not of the same way of 
thinking as I am, and I do not see how I can say that society 
in the shape of the state of Kansas can say that it has a nat- 
ural right to prohibit the sale of the next issue of the Sun, 
TRUTH SEEKER, Christian Advocate, World, or any other paper, 
the contents of which has not been made known. If the libel 
laws are not sufficient to protect the people, then make haste to 
remedy them, but do not'jump up and say you hav a right 
to forecast the futureand make it a felony to circulate & 
publication of which you know noth ng. You ask Mr. 
Bwartz if he investigated the papers he sold to see if they 
contained the truth, and at the same time make use of & 
quotation you did not investigate to verify. If you did 
investigate you shot wide of the mark. The quotation is: 
** Whoever sells it does so under cover of secresy.” This I 


Ruth followed the 


‘country publish. the 


know to be not a fact, for I hav seen with my own eyes the 
news. boys sell the paper in question, or rather offer it for 
sale, which amounts to the same, and I hav also heard his 
gentle voice break the stillness of the Sunday morning with 
the cry, Sunday Sun here!" and that on Kansas soil and 
within fifteen or twenty minutes’ ride from Kansas City. 
You charge the Sun with only printing names in full when the 
victim is weak and defenseless, and when the victim is likely 
to avail himself of the ‘libel laws to use various ways of 


| cunning to evade them. I wish ‘to ask, Do you know this 


to be a fact? And do you know the various other charges 
you make to be true? If so, why do you take the precau- 
don to locate your ‘victim without using any name except 
the weak and defenseless Mr. Swartz? I write not because 
I think Mr. Swartz incapable to defend himself, but because 
such articles as yours shouid not go unrebuked. 

Yours for- liberty, F. O. HELLSTROM. 


One View of That Kansas Paper. 
Denver. Col., Aug. 10, 116. 
Me. Error: In regard to Mr. Swartz’s case for.selling 
the Kansas City Sunday Sun, I wish to inform your readers 
that Mr. Swartz is not guilty of any wrong, as the Sunday 
Sun is just as proper a paper to sell or read as Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER or any other paper, notwithstanding the scurrilous 
abuse of the Sun by “Senator,” of Rockport, Mo. The 
Sunday Sun isa religious paper devoted to exposing the 


-cussedness of Christians, and as the clergy and senators and 


other rulers are the most lecherously wicked, why, of 
course they were oftenest the objects of the Sun’s scathing 
roasts. I hav read almost every issue of the Sun,as hav 
thousands of the best and most moral and refined people 
in Missouri and Kansas. The trouble with those like the 
Rockport “ Senator ” is, they are thoroughly bad and make a 
specialty of seducing innocent young girls ard flirting with 
other men’s wives, and of course they think any paper is 
very bad and obscene that dares expose their vile and 
crooked doings. Al! of the large daily papers of the 
same sensational stuff that the 
Eun does. If the Sun was only careful not to roast 
the rulers, but confine its rays to the poor working 
people, it would be a very nice paper and we would never 
hear of the clergy and senators going in the legislature ard 
asking for laws to suppress a paper that has the courage to 
expose their immoralities. Every person who is moral and 
does right has no fear of the Sunday Sun, and will not be 
injured by its teachings. Yours for truth and justice, 

Dr. C. W. MoCozu:x. 


Reasons for Hard Money. 
SALIDA, Cor., Aug. 18, 1891. 

Mz. Eprror:. There has been much said of late through 
your columns upon the question of money. Has our specie 
any intrinsic value? Many deny that it has. Which we 
claim is very erroneous, from the fact that every dollar 
of gold or silver taken from mother earth costs in the aggre- 
gate two dollars. Peoplesand nations must hav a circulat- 
ing medium, or money exchange, and that must rest upon a 
value, before as well as after a government has indorsed it. 
Gold and silver from earliest history hav been obtained 
through hard labor, and naturally adjusted to the conditions 
and requirements in the trade and commerce of "the world. 
Other substitutes hav been passed fora time, but baval ways 
proved disastrous. The Continental money of 1776 failed ; 
the greenbacks at one time fell more than fifty per cent. 
Had the Southern Confederacy backed her paper upón gold 
or silver it would always hav been good for its face, except 
the coining expense. Money made from rags or other val- 
ueless material (valueless because it costs nothing to acquire 
it) cannot become solid or lasting, because it has no basis, no 
reality. It comes without labor. It is superficial to act as 
your correspondent suggests, that government should issue 
$$6,000.000,000 of paper money, promising to pay A or B 
value received. I would ask what it would be paid: in. 
Would it be paid in soap, molasses, or corn starch? Prob- 
ably in tin cans or more rags. It would simply bea promis ` 
to pay, without any design to pay. A government can only 
giv currency to value or fail in the end. Governments must 
deal upon the same principles as individuals, or in time go to 
the wail. H. MURRAY. 


Electricity is Not the Soul. . 
Howiok, Qezazo, July 30, 1891. 

Mz. Eprror: May I hav a little room in our esteemed 
TRUTH SEEKER for a few remarks on Mr. P. F. Shumaker’a 
letter in the last J Rura SEEKER? I hav often noticed that 
Mr. Shumaker is a good reasoner on social questions, but I 
call him a total failure in the solution of scientific problems. 
He certainly makes bad work of the science of electricity. 
In his first answer to Mr. Bell’s questions on souls he says, 
„The soul is everywhere and can come from anywhere.” 
To the third question he says, The soul is composed of 
electricity."  E'ectricity is not everywhere and cannot come 
from anywhere. Electricity is an effect caused by two dif- 
ferent materials, one having the power of attracting and the 
other of repelling. When those two materials are in proper 
position and temperature they cause an effect. 

It is true that blood is very electric from the fact that it 
contains much of the materials that make electricity. But 
why electricity should constitute a soul in a man any more 
than it does in an inferior animal, in a telegraph line, or in 
the clouds, I cannot see. Electricity outside of a man has 
never given any signs of intelligence, so I presume a tele- 


| graph line and the clouds hav no soul. Mr. Shumaker's 


answers are all ridiculous enough to draw a broad smile 
from anyone not completely unbalanced by the desire of an 
immortal something. But the best part of the farce is in the 
last part of his post scriptum, viz., It is said that Dr. 
Franklin bottled electricity and corked it up.” And he uses 
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this statement as evidence that electricity can be dissociated 
from matter (after telling us that electricity was invisible 
and imponderable). How did some one (Dr. Franklin 
never said it) know that electricity was in the bottle? This 
‘must hav made many electricians smile, but I hardly believe 
it converted any to Spiritualism. . 
“If I understand the sum of Mr. Shumaker’s answers, it 
means that the human body is an electric battery and the 
soul is the electricity generated by this battery. This idea, 
viewed superficially, seems quite consistent, but it ig too 
shallow to seriously engage a philosopher. Mr. Shumaker 
admits that the volume and quality of electricity (soul) pro- 
duced is in proportion to the size and health of the battery 
(body); that a child has not as much soul as an adult; that 
mental defect produces a correspondingly imperfect soul and 
a weak body produces a weak soul. This seems to me like 
a perfect description of a soul that dies out entirely when 
the body does. Yet Mr. Shumaker, being a Spiritualist, 
must be describing an immortal soul. Perhaps he means 


that electricity is forever activ. In that case no Materialist 


will contradict him. After the death of man all the sub- 
stance of his body returns to the big bulk of similar matter, 
and the electric part of him will again produce electricity, 
but it will do so in common with the big bulk; and suppos- 
ing that electricity was the substance that composes God and 
all the other immortal spirits, as inferable from Mr. Shu- 
maker's letter, the main battery or the bulk of electricity 
would certainly make quite a respectable God. It even has 
ihe principal characteristic of the only deity that we know 
of—its law is inexorable; it never stops to caution an inno- 
cent fellow to get out of the way but knocks down anybody 
that stands in its way, right or wrong and regardless of con- 
sequences. But how this main battery i8 going to maintain 
a separate little current of electricity (a soul) in good work- 
ing order for each individual that ever lived for an eternity 
after each and every one of those little batteries has been 
dissolved and the material poured back into the main battery, 
is more than I can comprehend. Cuas. LAPEROHE. - 


A New Voice Heard in the Freethought Circle, 


Grant Pass, ORE., Aug. 15, 1891. 

Mn. Éprros: Being a constant reader of your valuable 
paper and not seeing any letter8 from this part of the.coun- 
try, I thought I would write you a few lines. I hav been 
taking your papers for two years, and after I read them giv 
them away and am always careful to place them where they 
will do the most good. I sent you July 1st the names of 
new subscribers, and hope to be able in the future to send 
you many more, for your paper is doing more to drive super- 
stition from the land than any paper that I know of. 

Grant Pass has 8 population of fifteen hundred inhabitants; 
‘has five churches, all well patronized. There are some out- 
spoken Infidels and some tender-footed ones. I was brought 
up to believe that the Bible was the word of God, and was 
told that it was wrong to doubt. When I was young 1 
thought the Christian doctrin was true because so many 
believed it. But as I got older and began to think for 
myself and use reason instead of blind faith, common sense 
would not allow me to accept the Christian faith. Iam now 
fifty years old, and hav always been a close observer and 
tried to solve mysteries and not to be humbugged or deceived 
by any others. A mau that believes that a God that was 
able to design and create the universe in six short days and 
could not giv a better account of it than we get in the Bible; 
& man or woman that.believes the story of the creation, or 

the story of the flood, or Samson's fox story, or Jonah's fish 
story, or the immaculate conception story, and a thousand 
of other stories just as absurd that we find recorded in the 
Bible—I say, any man or woman that honestly believes these 
stories ought to be pitied more than blamed. 

I would like to see the Freethinkers organized in every 
state in the Union. I would like to see the reins of our gov. 
ernment in the hands of Liberal men. I would like to see 
Harrison and Wanamaker go home and take charge of their 
Sunday-school classes; they are better fitted for that than 
they are for the positions they now occupy. Wishing Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER and all its patrons all the success in the world, 
I remain, Your brother Infidel, Jonn G. ABBOTT. 


A View of Society in 1891. 


Lexineton, Ky., Aug. 12, 1891. 

Mr. Epiror: If the mind was an entity, how strange 
would be its shape and whole appearance to the eye of rea- 
Bon; its faculties and powers as slow coming to an agree- 
ment as the peace of Ryswick ;” the conscience not being 
ready-made ; imperfect ag it is, 

A blush remains where virtue sets 
To show thst sunshine has been there. 

The ruling passion is the gospel of every individual or 
century, and poor human nature struggles in chains of appe 
‘tite or sensitiv pity, or to die like some restless saint for the 

. world or the world's applause, or to obey the terrible will of 
a murderess like Mrs. Gilmer, who murdered her husband 
to marry another man. 

Society falla back upon its original constitution, weary of 
a struggle with vice, and plunges headlong into a mire of 
infamous luxury. This is what the world is doing now. 
The modern saint parades a mockery of a little kindliness in 
public, while the shameful lie and barbarous neglect and 
cruelty are inflicted upon the helpless poor in secret. Our 
father’s house is a den of thieves. The church is a flimsy 
juggernaut kept up at an enormous expense in proportion to 
the little good done. 

The churches dread the revival of old abuses and quarrels, 
and are disposed to cling together lest their organizations 
should topple down. If you want the truth published, so 


rottenness eradicated, apply to a fearless Infidel 
They are not apt to lick the boots of power. 

What reforming literature hav the Catholics? What bold 
writers and critics do they encourage and pay? Their gen- 
iuses are frozen in Michael Angelo's marble. Their Bibles 


paper. 


are on the upper shelf next the wall, with Manning's 


anathemas, Gibbons's emphasized platitudes, in green and 


gold in front. 


A shoal of Catholic missionaries are just upon us. What 
for? For fear that the emigrant might stray from the fold. 
The poor are not wanted. Do these foreign priests wish to 
liberate lands or reclaim them on the borders of civilization 
for their members? No, they prefer to dwell apart with 
their own languages, clergy, and peculiar regulations. Will 
they be Americans, with their pious old follies and 
fulminations? . : 

Society will be bound hand and foot as long as possible. 
How willit be done? Filing a blinding vail over his common 
sense, make the monster believe that be is just on the edge 
of a precipice, a yawning gulf, a deep abyss, a future Btate, 
4 hell, while the prelate or preacher is the bell. wether who 
can ring one into heaven, even if it is sometimes a tight 
.queeze. 

In benevolent institutions the inmates should suggest the 
tules which they obey, and be ruled no longer by female 
tyrants, Christians, who drive the helpless women into the 
sleet to work or force them to obey some foolish Sabbath 
law. * 5 

Hav these whited sepulchers said anything of land to be 
snatched from the hands of those who do nothing for the 
public good? Let them close their eyes and mutter their 
prayers, like angels, while the poor are suffering. 

Mr. Blackburn has caused Mr. Ingalls to lecture at the 
famous Chautauqua,. whose paternal ideas of government 
would suit the days of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, or some 
country where even now the husband will wring the necks 
of children to let the mother know that he is master. Some 
of his enlightened hearers remarked that they believed in the 
survival of the fittest; so did I, when I saw a dog chew up 
a ground mole. . 

Another great luminary is Archdeacon Farrar, who has & 
high opinion of a God, whose presence is fullness of joy,” 
and you know the rest, which he calls the.sublime politics 
of God. Some theory which would include the fullness of 
decency and equal rights, would better suit the present 
period. ALHAZA. 


Let Us Exhibit at the Fair. 


BALTIMORE, Mo., Aug. 22, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrog: Since you published my letter, I hav ex. 
pected to hear from some Liberals in the country who would 
be willing to express their views on the question I asked 
them to answer—that is, concerning the advisability of 
erecting a building in Chicago for the World's Fair in 1898. 
As soon as 1 returned to the city from my vacation I ques. 
tioned several of my Liberal friends about this. novel idea, 
and all expressed their desire to contribute at least $5 each 
toward such enterprise if it were started. I myself, although 
my means are not far-reaching, would willingly giv a $5 
note, and if necessary in the evd a little more. The time 
we are losing on this plan, or rather, the time that is lost 
awaiting answers is valuable and every day counts. 
We would hav just about twenty months for work before us 
until the opening of the World's Fair, and if strong and able 
efforts are made during the next ten months to raise a fund, 
I think we could get a neat little sum. Now, a few words 
to our friends: Atheists, Agnosts, and all Liberals in general, 
come all to join this enterprise; let all hatred and ill-feeling 
among the different organizations be forgotten; try each 
and every one to contribute some pennies or dollars, what- 
ever you may deem proper, toward the fund, for everything 
helps. Remember how well, how nobly, and how bravely 
the defenders of Freethought and science stood and worked 
to lay the first solid foundation of the path of Freethought. 


Remember the terrible and brutal punishments they had 


to undergo for expressing their honest views. Remember 
that when trying to lead the people away from superstition 
and ignorance, at the very beginning of their noble and self. 
sacrificing work, they were thrown into dungeons, and then 
brought to the public squares of towns and either burnt 
or lashed. Should we not, for these men that made our lives 
80 much more perfect and safe that well we may call them 
our saviors, for they indeed laid foundations so solid and 
strong that our Messrs. Ingersoll, Peck, Remsburg, and 
hundreds of others may stand and express their views un- 
flinchingly and without fear of being assigned to the fate of 
a Bruno or some other hero~should we not, I ask you, 
again commemorate the lives and works of these great heroes 
in some masner, at that point where people from all nations 
meet in 1893? Now, as you can all plainly see, we must and 
will show to all the world what men were and at the present 
day. are the representativs of Freethought and science. 
Monuments for each of our departed noble workers we can 
not build, but we may or can try to accomplish something. 
Let us build a hall in Chicago, as I mentioned in the issue of 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER of August Ist. We hav eoough 
Liberals in this country to contribute money sufficient to 
erect such a building and decorate the walls with portraits 
of our departed heroes. Then we will hav our co-Liberals, 
intelligent and able lecturers, who will try to make it as 
pleasant as possible to all visitors. We can readily see that 
the majority of people of this country up to the present time 
are not even aware of the fact that we had a Bruno, a 
Copernicus, or a Galileo, and if they hav ever heard their 
names mentioned by their orthodox friends, they hold an 
opinion as though these men had been the most notorious 


that the Augean stables of vice can pe cleansed, disease and | scoundrels, They know not what work these men accom. 


plished. In fact, a great many believe, as Uncle Jasper says, 
* De sun do move.” The greater part of these people, 


‘ignorant of the most valuable scientific facts, will visit the 


Fair, and then let our men enlighten them in a few days and 
teach them that which they did not learn in the parochial or 
religious school they attended during their years of school- 
ing. Friends, it is patriotism to work for this cause. It is 
necessary for people of our belief to act. For this is our 
country; we must rejoice that Columbus found a place 
which has grown to be the headquarters of Liberalism—a 
place, a home, where a Liberal man may feel safe—a place 
which a little over three centuries after its discovery gave 
birth to a son who framed a Constitution for the United 
Btates so Liberal, so just, and so free from dogma that he 
may be full well counted among our departed Liberal herzes. 
Let us hear the opinion of the different readers of Tar 
TEUTH SEEKER On this issue. Yours for Mental Liberty, 
BrpNEY J. ROSENTHAL. 


A Truly Interesting Letter. 
: ^. Kenr, O., July 22, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: I love Taz Truru SEEXxER and I think it is 
growing better. And now my first question. I would say, 
the question of health is of the greatest importance. And 
there is 80 much ignorance on the laws of life and health 
even among our speakers. So general is the ignorance that 
one-half the human family die, in what are called civilized 
countries, by the time they are five years old, and the other 
half are. 80 much poisoned with drugs that not one in a 
thousand dies a natural death. Therefore would it not be 
wise to open the columns of Taz TRUTA SRRRRR for the dis- 
cussion of hygiene? I do not wish to divert the attention of 
the readers of the grand old TRUra Sgexer from the 
principles and measures go forcibly advocated by the illus- 
trations and the noble correspondents. I intend to help the 
Truth Seeker Company, but, my dear brother, I hav over- 
worked to such an extent that I had to change my marmor 
of living. To show you what I am doing and hav tried to 
do, let me say, I hav sacrificed more for the cause of liberty 
and Freethought than any living man or woman probably in 
the state of Ohio, and perhaps in the United States. I fitted 
up my house to hold antislavery, woman's rights, temper- 
ance, and Secular meetings, and in the stormy times of per- 
secution that arose when society was torn into factions by 
the agitation of these questions I lost all my bees. Several 
swarms were stolen, and the persecutors stole all my sheep, 
killed all my hogs (nine in number), killed a good yoke of 
oxen, shot my dog, and at last burnt my house. In this 
last affair I lost more than $1,800. Finally I was shot at 
one night. So from this you may learn what some of us 
had to pass through, and I hav not told you of more than 
one-half. Iam sixty-four years old; never joined a church; 
nor drank a glass of liquor, beer, or anything of the kind; 
never smoked & cigar or pipe, or used tobacco, or drank a 
cup Of tea or coffee; and never hav used any medicin for 
nearly fifty years. And I hav never had a chance to go to 
school, only when I was quite small, with the exception of 
thirteen days and a half. But I hav had several discussions 
with ministers and others on all of the leading questions of 
the day. The last set-to I had was with a Catholic priest. 
He lectured in Kent’s Hall to a crowded house. All the 
ministers in town were present except one. During his 
remarks he said every Freethinker would lie and steal; every 
one was a monkey, only he had dropped his tail; every one 
lived on swill, and when any of the Secular lecturers came 
here to speak to this class of men or things, instead of com- 
mencing by saying, Gentlemen and ladies,” he ought to 
say, Pigs, piga;” that they were rotten as manure, and 
the more you stir them the more they will stink. And 
when he ceased the Methodist minister shook him by the 
hand most cordially and congratulated him. He was 
cheered most vehemently all through, but at last he thanked 
the audience for their attention and said: If anyone dares 
to question the authority of the holy Bible let them do it 
now. I will answer all questions in a Christian manner." 
(Tremendous applause.) Iaroseand said: ‘ And the Lord 
was with Judah and he drove out the inhabitants from the 
mountains, but could not drive them out of the valley 
because they had chariots of iron.’ The speaker will now 
please tell us what was the matter with the Lord that he 
could not drive them out of the valley." Hav you any 
more questions?” said he. Ves, forty of them,” said I, 
„but we think this question demands a candid answer." : 
But I could not induce him to answer. At last he said: 
** Ask all of your questions and I will answer them al] in a 
Christian manner." I quoted: ‘Giv strong drink unto 
him that is ready to perish, and wine to those that be heavy 
of heart. Let him drink and forget his poverty and remem- 
ber his misery no more.“ Do you think this favors 
drunkenness ?” said he. Yes," said I, for if he drinks 
until he can remember his misery no more he must be in a 
worse condition than I ever saw & drunkard, for I never 
saw a man so drunk that when he got over it he could not 
remember his misery any more, did you? Come, giv us sme 
answer.” Some one asked what the commentator said. I 
said: The commentator says: 
“ Giv him strong drink until he wink, 
That's sinking in despair, 
And liquor good to fire his blood 
And free his mind from care. 
Then let him bouse and wild carouse, 
With bumpers flowing o'er, 
Till he forgets his loves and debts, 
_ And minds his grief no more.” 
But he only said something about Judas, that I could not 
hear, and left without trying to answer any question. 
In conclusion let me say I will promis you this, I will get 
another name for Taz TRUTA SEEKER. 
JoszPH HkIGHTON. 
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Children’s Gomer. 


Adited by Miss Busan H. Wixom, Fail 
"Meer, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
£ Ms Corner should be seat. 


„Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day’s ocoupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Honr." 


Two Pictures. 


A youthful painter found one day 

In the streets of Rome a child at play; 
And moved by the beauty that it bore, 
The heavenly look its features wore, 
On a canvas radiant and grand 

He painted its face with a master hand. 


Year after year on his wall it hung: 
‘Twas ever joyful and always young, 
Driving away all thought of gloom 

As the painter toiled in his lonely room. 


But the painter's looks grew thin and gray; 
His yonng ambition had passed away: 

He looked for years in many & place 

To find a contrast to that aweet face. 

Through haunts of vice iu the night he strayed 
To find some ruin that crime had made: 

And at last, in a prison cell, he caught 

A glimpse of the hideous face he sought. 


On a canvas, weird and wild, but grand, 
He painted the features with master hand. 


That loathsome wre*ch in the dungeon low, 

With the face of a fiend and the look of woe. 
Ruined by revels and stained by sin, 

A pitiful wreck of what once he had been, 

Hated, and shnnned, and withous a home, j 
Was the child that played in the streets of Rome. 


The Captain’s Vices. 
(Selected by D. Davenport.) 
L 

It is of no importance, the name of the 
little provincial city where Captain Mercadier 
—twenty-six years of service, twenty-two 
campaigns, and three wounds— installed him. 
self when he was retired on a pension. 

Captain Mercadier had chosen that place 
of retreat for the simple reason that he had 
been born there, and because, in his noisy 
childhood, he had pulled down the signs and 
plugged up the bell-buttons. He returned 
there to find neither relations nor friends nor 
acquaintances, and the recollections of his 
youth recalled ohly the angry faces of shop- 
keepers who shook their fists at him from 
the shop doors, a catechism which threatened 
him with hell, a school which predicted the 
scaffold, and, finally, his departure for his 
regiment, hastened by a paternal maledic- 
tion. 

For the captain was not a saintly man; the 
old record of his punishment was black with 
days in the guard house inflicted for breaches 
of disciplin, absences from roll.calls, and 
nocturnal uproars in the mess-room. He had 
often narrowly escaped losing his stripes as 
a corporal or a sergeant, and he needed all the 
chance, all the license of a campaigning life, 
to gain his first epaulet. Firm and brave 
soldier, he had passed almost all his life in 
Algiers at that time when our foot-soldiers 
wore the high shako, white shoulder-belts, 
and huge cartridge boxes. 

Captain: Mercadier—twenty-six years of 
service, twenty-two campaigns, and three 
wounds—had just. retired on his pension, 
not quite two thousand francs, which, joined 
to the two hundred and fifty francs from his 
cross, placed him in that estate of honorable 
penury which the state reserves for its old 
servants. 

His entry into his natal city was without 
ostentation. He arrived one morning on the 


imperiale of the diligence, chewing an ex-! 


tinguished cigar, and already on good terms 
with the conductor. ` 

He installed himself at once. In a house 
in the outskirts, where two captiv cows 
lowed, and fowls and ducks passed and 
repassed through the gateway, a furnished 
chamber was to let. Preceded by a masculin- 
looking woman, the captain climbed the 
stairway with its great wooden balusters, 
perfumed by a strong odor of the stable, and 
reached a great tiled room, whose walls were 
covered with a bizarre paper representing, 
printed in blue on a white background and 
repeated infinitly, the picture of Joseph 
Poniatowski crossing the Elster on a horse. 
This monotonous decoration, recalling, 
nevertheless, our military glories, fascinated 
the captain, without doubt, for, without 
concerning himself with the uncomfortable 
straw chairs, the walnut furniture, or the 
little bed with its yellowed curtain, he took 
the room without hesitation. A quarter of 
an hour was enough to empty his trunk, 
hang up bis clothes, put bis hoota in a corner, 
and ornament the wall with a trophy com- 
posed of three pipes, a saber, and a pair of 


pistols. After a visit to the grocer's, over 
the way, where he bought a pound of 
candles and a bottle of rum, he returned, 
put his purchase on the mantel-shelf, and 
looked around him with an air of perfect 
satisfaction. And then, with the prompti 
tude of the camp, he shaved without a 
mirror, brushed his coat, cocked his hat 
over his ear, and went for a walk in the village 
in search of a cafe. 
II. 

It was an inveterate habit of the captain to 
spend much of his time at a cafe. It was 
there that be satisfied at the same time the 
three vices which reigned supreme in his 
heart—tobacco, absinthe, and cards. It was 
thus that he passed his life, and he could hav 
drawna plan of all the places where he had 
ever been stationed by their tobacco shops, 
cafes, and military clubs. He never felt so 
thoroughly at ease as when sitting on a worn 
velvet bench before a square of green cloth, 
neara heap of beer mugs and saucers. His 
cigar never seemed good unless he struck his 
match under the marble of the table, and he 
never failed, after hanging his hat and his 
saber on a hat hook and settling himself com- 
fortably, by loosening one or two buttons of 


| his coat, to breathe a profound sigh of relief, 


and exclaim : 

That is better!“ 

It was his first care, therefore, to find an 
establishment which he could frequent, and 
after having gone around the village without 
finding anything that suited him, he stopped 
at last to regard with the eye of a connois- 
seur the Cafe Prosper, situated at the corner 
of the Place du Marche and the Rue dela 
Pavoisse. 

Eight days after he had become one of the 
pillars of the Cafe Prosper. 

They soon learned his punctual habits and 
anticipated his wishes, while he, in turn, 
lunched with the patrons of the place—a val- 
uable recruit for those who haunted the cafe, 
folks oppressed by the tedium of a country 
life, for whom the arrival of a newcomer, 
past master in all names, an admirable racon- 
teur of his wars and his loves, was a true 
stroke of good fortune. The captain himself 
was delighted to tell his stories to folks who 
were still ignorant of his repertoire. There 
were fully six months before him to tell of 
his games, his feats, his battles, the retreat of 


Constantine, the capture of Bou-Maza, and | 


the cfficers’ receptions with the concomitant 
intoxication of rum punch. 

His usual auditors were the keeper of the 
cafe, a stupid and silent beer cask, always in 
his sleeved vest and remar kable only for his 
carved pipe; the bailiff, a. scoffer, dressed 
invariably in black, scorned for his inelegant 
habit of carrying off what remained of his 
sugar; the town clerk, the gentleman of 
acrostics, a person of much amiability and a 
feeble constitution, who sent to the illustrated 
journals solutions of enigmas and rebuses; 
and, lastly, the veterinary surgeon of the 
place, the only one who, from his position of 
Atheist and , democrat, was allowed to con- 
tradict the captain. This practitioner, a 
man with tufted whiskers and eyeglasses, 
presided over the radical ccmmittee of 
electors, and when the curé took up a little 
collection among his devotees for the pur- 
pore of adorning his church with some 
frightful red and gilded statues, denounced, 
in a letter to the Sieole, the cupidity of the 
Jesuits. 

In short, the group lived harmoniously 
together and willingly permitted themselvs 
to be presided over by the newcomer, whose 
‘white beard and martial bearing were quite 
impressiv. And the small city, proud of so 
many things, was also proud of its retired 
captain. 


III. 


Perfect happiness exists nowhere, and 
Captain Mercadier, who believed that he had 
found it at the Cafe Prosper, soon recovered 
from his illusion. 

For one thing, on Mondays, the market- 
day, the Cafe Prosper was untenantable. 

From early morning it was overrun with 
truck peddlers, farmers, and poultry-men. 
Heavy men with coar.e voices, red necks, 
and great whips in their hands, wearing blue 
blouses and otter skin caps, bargaining over 
their cups, stamping their feet, striking their 
fists, familiar with the servant, and bungling 
at billiards. 

When the captain came at 11 o’clock, for 
his first glass of absinthe, he found this crowd 
gathered, and already half drunk, ordering a 
quantity of lunches. His usual place was 
taker. and he was served slowly and badly. 
The bell was continually sounding, and the 
proprietor and the waiter, with napkins 
under their arms, were running distractedly 


hither and thither. In short, it was an ill- 
omened day, which upset his entire exist- 
ence. 

_Now, one Monday morning when he was 
reating quietly at home, being sure that the 
cafe would be much too full and busy, the 
mild radiance of the autumn sun persuaded 
him to go down and sit upon the stone seat 
by the side of the house. He was sitting 
there, depressed and smoking a damp cigar, 
when he saw coming down the end of the 
Btreet —it was a badly paved lane leading out 
into the country—a little girl of eight or ten 
driving before her a half dozen geese. 


As the captain looked carelessly at the 
child he saw that she had a wooden leg. 

There was nothing paternal in the heart of 
the soldier. It was that of a hardened bach- 
elor. Informer days, in the streets of Al- 
giere, when the little begging Arabs pursued 
him with their importunate prayers, the 
captain h.d Often chased them away with 
blows from his whip; and on those rare cc 
casions when he had penetrated the nomadic 
household of some comrade who was married 
and the father of a family, he had gone away 
cursing the crying babies. and awkward 
children who had touched with their greasy 
hands the gilding on his uniform. 

But the sight of that particular infirmity, 
which recalled to him the sad spectacle of 
wounds and amputations, touched, on tha 
account, the old soldier. He felt almost a 
constriction of ‘the heart at the sight of that 
sorry creature, half clothed in her tattered 
petticoats and old chemise, bravely running 
along behind her geese, her bare foot in the 
dust and limping on her ill-made wooden 
stump. 

The geese, recognizing their home, turned 
into the poultry yard, and the little one was 
about to follow them when the captain 
stopped her with this question : 

“Eh! little girl, what's your name ?” 

“ Pierette, Monsieur, at your service,” she 
answered, looking at him with her great black 
eyes, and pushing her disordered locks from 
her forehead. 

“You liv in this house, then? I havn't 
Been you before." 

“ Yes, I knew you pretty well, though, for 
I sleep under the stairs, and you wake me up 
every evening when you come home.” 

“Tg that so, my girl? Ah, well, I must 
walk on my toes in the future. How old are 
you?” 

* Nine, Monsieur, come All Saints’ day." 

“Is the lardlady here a relativ of yours?“ 

** No, Monsieur, I am in service.” 

** And they giv you ?” 

“Soup, and a bed under the stairs.” 

* And how came you to be lame like that, 
my poor little one ?” 

“ By the kick of a cow when I was five.” 

Hav you a father or mother?“ 

The child blushed under her suv-burnt 
skin. I came from the Foundling Hos- 
pital,” she said briefly. Then, with an awk. 
ward courtesy, she passed limping into the 
house, and the captain heard, as she went 
away on the pavement of the court, the hard 
sound of the little wooden leg: 

Good heavens! he thought, mechanically 
walking toward his cafe, that’s not at all the 
thing. A soldier, at least, they pack off to 
the Invalides, with the money from his medal 
to keep him in tobacco. For an officer they 
fix up a collectorship, and he marries some. 
where in the provinces. But tbis poor girl, 
with such an infirmity—that is not at all the 

thing! 

Having established in these terms the in. 
justice of fate, the captain reached the 
threshold of his dear cafe, but he saw such a 
mob of blue blouses, he heard such a din of 
laughter and clink of billiard balls, that he 
returned home in a very bad humor. 

His room—it was, perhaps, the first time 
that he had spent in it several hours of the 
day—looked rathershabby. His bed-curtains 
were the color of an old pipe. The fireplace 
was heaped with old cigar stumps, and one 
could hav written his name in the dust on the 
furniture. He contemplated for some time 
the walls where the sublime lancer of Leip. 
zig rodea hundred times to a glorious death. 
Then, for an occupation he passed his ward- 
robe in review. It was a lamentable series 
of bottomless pockets, socks full of holes, and 
shirts without buttons. 

J must hav a servant,” he said. 

Then he thought of the little lame girl. 

„That's what I'll do. Ill hire the next 
little room. Winter is coming, and the little 
thing will freeze under the staire. She will 
jook after my clothes and my linen and keep 
the barracks clean. A valet, how's that?” 

But s cloud darkened the comfortable 


-his way now for eight days. 


picture. The captain remembered that 
quarter-day was still a long way off, and 
that his account at the Cafe Prosper was 88- 
suming alarming proportions. 

Not rich enough,” he said to himself. 
“ And in thé mean time they are robbing me 
down there. That is positiv. The board 
is too high, and that wretch of a veterinary 
plays bezique much too well. I hav paid 
Who knows? 
Perhaps I better put the little one in charge 
of the mess, soup and eafe in the morning, 
stew at noon, : rag out every evening 
eampaiga-life, in, e, I know all about 
that. Quite the thi to try.” i 

Going out he ät once the mistress of 
the house, a great: brutal peassnt, and the 
litle lame girl, who both, with pitchforks in 
their hands, were turning over the dungheap 
in the yard. 

“ Does she know how to sew, to wash, to 
make soup?” he added brusquely. . 

„ Who—Pierette ? Why 72 z 

Does she?” 

“Of course. She came from an asylum 
where they learn how to take care of them- 
gel vg.“ 

Tell me, my little one,” added the cap- 
tain, speaking to the child, I am not scaring 
you—no? Well, my good woman, wil you 
let me hav her? I want a servant.” 

“Tf you will support her.” 

„Then that is finished. Here are twenty 
franca. Let her hav to-night a dress and 
a shoe. To-mortow we'll arrange the rest.” 

And, with a friendly tap on Pierette’s 
cheek, the captain went off, delighted that . 
everything was concluded. Possibly he 
thought he would hav to cut off some glasses 
of beer and &bsinthe, and be cautious of the 
veterinary’s skill at bezique. But that was 
not worth speaking of, and the new arrange- 
ment would be quite the thing. 

iv 

Captain, you are a coward ! 

Such was the apostrophe with which the 
caryatides of .the Cafe Prosper hereafter 
greeted the captain, whose visits became 
rarer day by day. . 

For the poor man had not seen all the con 
sequences of his good action. The suppres“ 
sion of his morning absinthe had been suffi- 
cient to cover the modest expense of his 
Pierette’s keeping, but how many other 
reforms were needed to provide for the 
unforeseen expenses of hisbachelor establish- 
ment! Full of gratitude, the little girl 
wished to proveit by her zeal. Already the 
aspect of his room was changed. The fur- 
niture was dusted and arranged, the fireplace 
cleaned, the floor polished, and spiders no 
longer spun.their webs over the deaths of 
Poniatowski in the corner. When the cap- 
tain came home the inviting odor of cabbage 
soup saluted him on the staircase, and the 
sight of the smoking plates on the coarse but 
white table-cloth, with a bunch of flowers and 
polished tableware, was quite enough to giv 
him a good appetite. Pierette prcfited by 
the good humor of her master to confess 
some of her secret ambitions. She wanted 
andirons for the fireplace, where there was 
now always a fire burning, and a mold for 
the little cakes she knew how to make so 
well. And the captain, smiling at the child's - 
requests, but charmed with the homelike 
atmosphere of his rooms, promised to think 
of it, and on the morrow replaced his 
Londres by cigars for a sou each, hesitated 
to offer five points at ecarte, and refused his 
third glass of beer or his second glass of 
chartreuse. 

Certainly the struggle was long: it was 
cruel. Often, when the hour came for the 
glass that was denied him by economy, when 
thirst seized him by the throat, the captain 
was forced to make a heroic effort to with- 
draw his hand already reaching out to the 
swan’s beak of the cafe; many times he 
wandered about dreaming of the king turned 
up and of quint and quatorze. But he almost 
always courageously returned home; and 
as he loved Pierette more through every 
sacrifice that he made for her, he embraced 
her more fondly every day. For he did em- 
brace her. She was no longer his servant. 
When once she stood before him at the table, 
calling him Monsieur,” and so respectful 
in her bearing, he could not stand it, but 
seizing her by her two hands, he said to her 
eagerly : 

“ First embrace me and then sit down ard 
do me the pleasure of speaking familiarly, 
confound it!” 

And so to day it is accomplished. Meeting 
a child hag saved that man from an ignomin- 
ions age 

He has substituted for his old vicesa young 
passion. He adores the little lame girl who 


Bkips around him in his ropm, which is com- 
fortable and well furnished.  ' 

He has already taught Pierette to read, 
and, moreover, recalling his caligraphy as a 
sergeant-major, he has set her copies in 
writing. It is his greatest joy -when the 
child, bending attentivly over her paper, 
and: sometimes making a blot, which she 
quickly licks up with her tongue, has suc- 
ceeded in copying all the letters of an inter. 
minable adverb in ment. His uneasiness is 
in thinking that he is ging old and has 
nothing to leave his adoptedehila: 

And so he becomées::a : 
theorizes; he wishes toigiv up his tobacco, 
although Pierette herself filla and lights his 
pipe for him. He counti on saving from 
his slender income enough to purchase a little 
stock of fancy goods. Then, when is dead, 
she can liv an obscure and tranquil life, 
hanging up somewhere in the. back room of 
the small shop an old cross of the Legion of 
Honor—her souvenir of the captain. 

Every day he goes to walk with her on the, 
rampart. Sometimes they are passed by 
folks who are strangers in the village, who 
look with compassionate surprise at the old 
soldier, spared from the wars, and the poor 
lame child. And he is moved—ob, go pleas- 
antly, almost to tears—when one of the 
passers-by whispers as they pass: 

* Poor father! Yet how pretty his daugh- 
ter is."—Francois O:ppee. From Ten Tales 
by Francois Ooppee,” Messrs. eee & Broth- 
ere. 


Money the Year Round. 


Miss Smith says: **Cau I make $25 per 
week in the plaiting business?“ Yes. I 
make $4 to $8 per day plating tableware and 
jewelry. and selling platers. H.C. Delno & 
Co., Columbus, O., will giv you full informa- 
tion. A plater costs $5. Business is light 
and honorable and makes money the year 
round. y A Reaper. 

1time. 


LIFE AND CAREER 


Charles Bradlaugh 


George Jacob Holyoake. 


Every Freethinker wants thig Life of the Great 
English Seoularist, by the Father of Secularism. 
- Price, 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. 
Address this Office. 


Evolution Series. 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 


in Science and Art. 


No. 1. is Aired Russell Wallace, by Edward D. 
Cope, Ph D.; witb portri 
—Ernat Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man; with portrait. 


Price, 10 Cents each. 
For gale at The Truth Seeker Office.’ 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends wil! please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE BLENKER 
. Snowville, Va. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curing, Shë Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to ; -PERRY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkosbarre, Pa. 


A FARM FOR SALE. 


24 ACRES, - 


Beautifally located. 5 miles from New York on 
Now Jersey Central R R. Rich soil. Owner re- 
iring, Price reagonab:e. 
reg T. WHI 
tr Gare of THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE . 


French Invasion of Ireland in '98, 


Leaves of Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroio Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFF. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and gold side stamps. Price, $1.50. 

The present volume is ax effort to rescue from 
comparativ oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
Dary episodeg t of the great Frenob revolntionary 

points & moral that amidst repub- 
Hoan institutians like ours, will not fail receive 
appreciation, It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 

ing on of newly acquired ambi ition, . . 

on the other the debasiug effects of Religions 
and Political intolerance both ou the tyrant and 
"the viotim. Contains a beretofore unpnblished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
auxisinches, suitable for framing, gent postpaid 
for ds cents. Address TUR TRUTH SEEKER. 
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‘MATERIALISM TT] CRIME 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 6 cents. 


————— 


BIBLE— WHENCE AND WHAT: 
By R. B. WzsreROOE, D.D., LL.D. 
Price, $1. 


Socialism and Utilitarianism, 


By JogN Stuart MILL. 


"AN OUTLINE OF THE 
French Revolution 


Price, $1. ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By W. 8. BELL. 
A Legacy to the Friends of Free Dis- Paper, 12mo, 25 cents. 
. MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 


Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral PLi- 
lanthropists, at Tammany Hall, New York. 


Price, $1. 


APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT, 


The Gospels, Epistles, etc., attributed to Jesus | 
Christ and. his Apostles, and not included 
in the New Testament. 
$1. 


Price. 
ASTRO-THEOLOGICAL LECTURES, 
By Rev. Rop’r TAYLOR. 
Price, - - $150. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 


A Thorough Examination and Refutation of the 
Claims of the Sabbatarians. 


Price, 10 cents. 


RELIGION OF COMMON SENSE. 
By Pror. LIEBRECHT ULICH, of Germany. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 


A Historical and Critical Review. With Replies 
to an Objector. 
By GrorGe W. Brown, M.D. 


Price, 15 cents. 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author: 


Price, 75 cents. 


AN EYE-OPENER. 
“ Citateur, Par Pigault." 
Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. 
By ZEPA. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; 


Antiquity and Duration of the World 


By G. TOULMAN. 


IMMORTALITY OF Irs ELEMENTS. 


By A. S. de Pellegrini. 
Paper, - - 15 cents. 


PHILOSOPHY of SPIRITUALISM 
AND TREATMENT OF MEDIOMANIA. 
By F. R. Marvin M: D. . 
Cloth, ' 50 cents. 


POOKET THEOLOGY. 
By VOLTAIRE. 


Torse, witty, and sarcaatio definitions of theolog- 
ical terme. 
Price, 25 cents. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY FXPOSED, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
15 cent. 


PRO AND CON OF. 
Supernatural Religion. 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, Miraculous 
Religion ? 


By E. E. GUD. 
Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 89 cents. 


PYRAMID OF GIZEH. 


Ancient Egyptian Oivilizanon and Hebrew Narra- 
tive in Genesis and Exodus. 


By Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


QUESTION SETTLED. 
BIBLICAL and MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


By Moses Hurr. 
Price, 60 centg. 


Rational Communism, 


Tue PRESENT AND FUTURE REPUBLIO oF 
Norra AMERIOA. 


Advocates associate life ard employment as a pre- 
vsntive of vice, crime, poverty, eto. 


. By A CAPITALIS. . 
‘Paper, 498pp., 50 cts.: olo., $1. 


Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. 


By A. C. LYALL. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Fruits of Philosophy. 


POPULATION QUESTION. 


cloth, 75 cents. 


Price, - - - - 20 cents. By Dr. Knowlton. Edited by Oharles Bradlaugb 
and Annie Besant. 
ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP Denen 
OF THE ANCIENTS. TRUTH. A Poem. By E. N. Kings- 
ley. 10cents. - 


By GiLBERT VALE. 


POVERTY: Its Cause and Cure. 


How the Poor May Attain Comfort and Independ 
ence. 


By M. G. H. 
Pues 572 


Religion of Inhumanity. 


With a Glance at the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FBEDERIC HARRISON. 


Price, 20 cents. 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 


Price, 15 cents. 


BHAGAVAD-GITA. 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna 


10 cents. 


and Arjuna. Price, 15 cente. 
Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. RELIGION: 
Price, $2. The Gibraltar of the World, as Now Constituted. 


By George T. Bondies. 
With 


Exceptions to the Character of 
Christ as a Gent.eman, 
By W. T. Purviance. 
23 cents. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Six Lectures, 
Decline of Faith. 
Protestant Intolerance. 
Washington an Unbeliever. 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. 
Paine and Wesley. 
Christian Sabbath. 
Hach, 5 cents; bound, Pap. 2 cents; per doz., 40, 


SABBATH BREAKINC. 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG, 
Price, 25 cents. 


$t Matthew Before the Cour! 


For THE Creme or FORGERY. 
By BEOULARIST. 
Price, - . . 10 cents, . 


SEMITIC GODS AND THE 
BIBLE. 


including Allah, Jebovah, Satan, Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, Bible. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
(From Vol. II. Gods and Religions.” 
833pp.; Pap., 60 c.; clo., $2. 


For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH‘SEEKER OO., 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
Revelation. 


By Louis JACOLLIOT. 
Price, - - - — 


$2. 


BIBLE IN THE BALANCE. 
A Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rev. J. G. Fis. 


ELA $1.50. 


BIBLE INGUTRER. 
148 Swiking Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences. 
By A. JACOBSON. 
Price, - X 35 cents. 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na- 
tions of Antiquity; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 
“ Cyclopedia of Reference.” 
Many Illustrations. 


price, $2.50. 


8vo, 600pp., 
BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN, 


Historical Exposition of the Devil and his 
Fiery Domains. 


By KERSEY GRAVES. 
Price, 35 cents. 


Jor all of the above books NS. 
THE TR SEEKER OO 
$8 T LAtaretie Newlork. 


38 Lafayette PL, New Tork. 
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Brain and the Bible. 


Confliet Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL. 
Preface by R. G INGERSOLL. 
Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


Creed of Christendom. 


Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure. 
: By W. R. GREG, . 
Complete in 1 vol., 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


WHICH: 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY? 


By Moses HULL (Spir) ant 
Rev. W. F. PARKER (Chris.). 


cloth, 75 cents. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; 


HEBREW MYTHOLOGY; 


OR, 
The Rationale of the Bible. 
Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only, 
By MILTON ROGER” M.D. 
8vo, 613pp., - - 8 


Faith and 8 


ACCOUNT OF THE 


Christian and All Prominent Religions Before 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 
Books of the East. 


' By H. R. STEVENS. 


82.50. 


Price, $1.60. 


Nature's Revelations of Character. 
Physiognomy Illustrated. 


By Josera Simms, M D. 


Individual traits indicated by the temperaments 
and, foatures. 


260 woodcuts.  8vo, 650pp., cloth, $3; leather, 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


AMBERLEY’S LIFE OF JESUS. 


His Character and Doctrines, 
From the Analysis of Religious Belief,” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING 


Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of 
Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury befcre, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era. 


Full index, 446pp., - + + $150. 
THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 


Inquiry into the Claims. of Biblical Inspiration 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion. 


By A. H. O'DONOGHUE. 
Price, - " 5 


$1. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 
A Radical Novel of Marked Ability. 
BY FREDERIKA MACDONALD.  — 
404 pages. Price reduced to $1. 


AFEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 
AND ; 


OTHER BIOGRAPHIOAL SKETOHES AND HissayYs. 


By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 
With Portrait and Autobiography. 
Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp. 12mo, 


260 Pp., $1.25. 
MONKS, POPES, AND 'THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 
By J. ALBERGER. 


3"6pp. $1. Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cta. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF 


Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents af God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 
By D. W. Hurr (Spir.). 
Price, - . aod 


ECONOMIC  EOUITIES: 


A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 
By J. K. IxeALLS. 


Price, 25 centa. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 
“The Jews and their God stood on the lowest 


lane.” : 
4 Price, 10 cents. 


15 cents. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE. 
By F. R. Marvin. 


Price, . «+ 5 cents. 
For all of vue 4 bove books address : 
86 Lafayette Fl., NewXork, 
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Agents for the Truth Beeker. 


ALABAMA. 
Etar News Depot, 2,008 2d ave., Birmingham 
CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angelea. 

Ball& McCarter. 7 W. First st., Los Angeles. 
Edwards & McKnight, 19 W. ist st., Los 
Angeles. 
Max News Stand, 
J. C. Scott, 33 Third st., San Francisco, Cal. 
Estate of 8. C. Blake, 508 Kearny st., San 

Francisco. [eigco. 
Richardson Bros., iret Sent ave., Ban! Fran- 


T.C.Allen&Ce. 124 Granville st., Halifax, N. S. 

Mrs. W. B. Cooke, 170 1-9 Ytongest., Toronto 

James Foster, Welland, On. 

Thos. Moffatt, Orillia, Ont. 

R. W. Wheeler & Oo., Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 

J. C. Richey, 207 Heron ave., Leadville. 


Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay : at. Jacksonville. 


| IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
Mra. S. E. Ames, 169 Washington st., Chicago. 
Post-office News Co., 108 Adams st., Chicago. 
G. E. Wilson, 417 State st., and Brentano 
Bros. , Chicago. 
J. W. Howe, 48 B. E Halstead st., Chicago, 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
Wm. E. Fa r, South Bend 
LOUISIANA. 
ro Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. 
AL J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., New Orleans. 


MAINE. ] 

N. G. Fessenden 484 Congress st., Portland, 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
Johnson Bro’s 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 
A. M. Driscoll, 78$ Front st., Worcester. 
MICHIGAN. 
B. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, Woodbine Cottage, Coit ave., 
^ Grand 'Rapids. 
C. Holton & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
Horace Haynes, Leslie. 
MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 822 Olive st., St. Louis. - 
E. T. Jett, 803 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEW JERSEY. 
J. G. Hunter, 66 Wickliff st., Newark. 
John Hossack, Danforth and Ocean ave., 
Jersey City. 
NEW YORK. 


Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Burnton & Oo., 93 Fo ave., New York. 
H. Adler, cor. Raser & Grand sts., New York. 
Mr. Kelly, 1243 Third ave., New York. 
R. W. Turner, 849 4th ave., New York. 
E. Friedman, 72 Canal st., New York. 
H. Cohn, 820 West st., New York. 
Morris Ash, 120 Broadway, New York. 
George Gross, 1698 Broadway, New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 
J. H. Russell, Fulton & Nassau sts. 
J.Vanden Broeck, 897 Bleecker st., New York. 
New York News Co., 30 Beekman st., 
B. J. King. 179 So. Pearl st., Albany. ; 
E. C. Weidman, 126 State ate, Rochester. 
OHIO. 

John Jacques, Akron. 
N. Hexter, 808 Supenor street, Cleveland. 
J. R. Hawley. 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 
W. Smith, 829 Superior st., Cleveland. 
Benj. Woods, 819 Chillicothe street, Ports. 

mouth. [Cleveland. 
Larwood, Bartlett & Day, 259 Superior st., 

OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
C. H. cox, Portland. 
W. Wedeken, Portland, Ore. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
J. A. Kirk. Du Bois. 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
Roman Staley, cor. Wood and 4th ave. n 

Pittsburgh. 

RHODE IBLAND. ` 
H. Carr, 947 H gh st., Providence. 
J. H. J. Reilly, 418 High st., Providence. 
: THNNESSHB. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
a Chapman, 227 E. Houston st., San Antonio. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norge. 

JJ ackson, Dallas. 
E. A. Andrea, 916 Main st., Dallas. 


James Ashman, Salt I. Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 
WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Stine Bros., Walla Walla. 
Geo. Funk, 909 Pacific ave., Tacoma. 
C. B. Reynolds, Lock Box 5 Freemont. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street 


London. 

€. Stocker, 29 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Chas. H. Bamford, 190 Little Collins st., Hast 
Melbourne, Victoria. 

W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. 8. W. 

NEW ZEALAND. 
A. D. Willis, Wanganui. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 Cents. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


ery cures Horrid Old Sores, 
Deep Seated Ulcers of 40 
years standing, Inward Tu- 
mors, and every disease of 
the skin, except Thunder 
Humor, and Cancer that has 
taken root. Price, $1.50. 
Sold by every Druggist in 
the United States and Can- 
ada. 


The Modem Science Essayis 


Ten Oents Each, 

1. HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 

hilosophy, By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAY 

3. OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and influence. By Rev. Jonn W. OHADWIOK. 

3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
How suns and worlds eome into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 

6. EVOFUTION | OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
.Of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
BAYMOND. 

7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: His origin - 
mity, growth. By Prof. H. P. Con. antiq 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. BOBERT G. EoourEs. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOOIETY. By JAwxsA.BKIL- 


10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By E. Sixzy 
11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. Lewis 
12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Nzzson O. 
15. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 


GHT. By JogN W. ÜOHADWIOK. 
14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 


Horr NionoLs. 
15. THE e OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
post OIVILIZATION. By MIxoT J. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Latte Pie. New York. 


FORCE AND MATTER: 


Principles of the Natural Order 
of the Universe, With a Sys- 
tem of Mora‘ity Based 
The:eon. 


Br Proressok LUDWIG BUO ANER; M.D. 
OONTENTS : 


The Fitness of Things in 
Naturo (Teleology), 
n 


Force and Matter, 
Immortality of Matter, 
Immortality of Force, 


I::finity of Matter, Brai d 
Value of Matter, ^ Though, nm 
M. Dtion, Oonsciousness, 


Seat of the Soul, 


Inmmutability of Natural {anate Id Ideas 
dea of God, 

Universality of Natural Panai Continuance, 
Tae Heavens, The Sout of Brut 

oul of Brute: 
Periode of the Oreation greo Will, 8 

of the Earth, rality, 

Original Generation, 0 o noluding Observa- 
Becular Generation, tions, 


Price $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


IS THIS YOUR SOW, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


“ The shame itself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New Tork 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MBS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order o- 
Creation, 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., 75 Cents. 


SE This book was suppressed by the first Amer 
foan publisher. gy 


MYTHS AND MYTH-MAKERS, 


Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
Comparative Mythology. 


By Johx EERE; M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College. 
Price, $2. 


1st & Main sts., LosAngeles.| Kennedy’s Medical Discov- BEYOND THE VEIL. 


Claimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B. 
Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. McDougall and Mrs. 
Luna Hutchinson. [Spir.] 
Steel Engraving of Randolph. Price, $1.50. 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham- 
med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that Doctrine 
which was begun and carried 
on by him in Arabia. 

SALE'S edition. Price, $1.50. 


HUME'S ESSAYS. 


Essays and Treatises. Autobiography and Dia. 
logues on Natural Religion. 


By DaviD HUME. Price, $1.50. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 
By JEAN MESLIER (born 1618), 
A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
Portrait. 
Price, pap., 50 cts; clo., $1. 


Man’s Nature and Development. 


By Henry G. ATKINSON, F.G.S., and HARRTET 
MARTINEAU. 
Price - - - - 
Infidel’s or Inquirer's Text-Book. 
` Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. 


Price, $1. 


$1.50. 


By Ros’t Cooper. 


Origin and Development of Relig- 
ious Ideas and Beliefs. 
By Morris EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 
With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


A BUSINESS MAN’S SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS, 
From a Poor Man’s Standpoint. Price, $1. 


KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 
Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 


A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices. 
By BARON D'HOLBACH. x 
Price. - $L 

CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 
Ditimating in the Religion of Science. 


. By Hupson TurrLE. [Spir.] 
Price, paper, 50.cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


LIFE OF PAINE. 
By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Im: 
mortality of lis Elements. 
By A. B. DE PELLEGRINI. 
Price, - - - 15 cents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 


Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated. 
Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 
A Treatise on the Population Question. 
By R. D. Owzx. 


Price, — - - 85 cents. 


“AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. Bensezrr. 
Price, - - E 10 cents. 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 
Church Doctrines. 
By W. S. BaRLOw. [Spir] Price, 10 cents, 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. | - i 


By HURLBUT and WAKEMAN. 
Price. 10 cents. 


[CHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and iner reo laughable 
onslaughts on Christianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 
BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


For all of the above books s address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
38 Lafayette Pl.» NewYork. 


Christ of Paul ; or, the Enigmas OL 
l Christianity. 


Frauds of the Churchmen of the Second Century 
Exposed. 


By GEORGE REBER. 
12mo, 400pp., - - Price, $2. . 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History. 
, By Winwoop READE. 
Sixth edition, 544pp, -  - 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS. 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


ETHICS OF POSITIVISM. 
A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of the Present Century. 

By Giacomo BARZELLOTTI, : 
Prof. of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, Florence, 


Price, $1.50. 
OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 


A Corifession. 
By Davip FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 


$1.15. 


419pp., $1.60. ` 


Price, $1.50. 
HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 


Important Information for All, and “ Danish ` 
Cure.” With Portrait. 


By Math. W. SogoTT: : Price, $ff5o.- 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. BARING-GOULD. 


Will be seized with avidity by all’ students of tha 
Bible.—[Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FROTHINGHAM and ‘FELIX ADLER. : 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 
And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS.' 
446pp. - - + Price, $L 


The Contrast: Evangelicalism and 


Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses Hutt. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 


AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality. 
By JOSIE OPPENHEIM. Price, 15 cents. 


SIXTEEN. SAVIORS OR NONE. 
By Kersey GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymnus, and Recitations. 


For Organizing Booieties; for Marriages, Fanara 
als, Naming of: Infante, Obituaries, Epi. 
taphg, eto. Also 525 Liberal and 

Bpiritualistio Hvmns for 
Social and Various 
Publio Occasions. 


Price, 75 cents. 


18mo, 550 


Auricular Confession and'Nunneries. 
By W. Hogan. : 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley: Philosopher and Reformer. 
By C. SOTHERAN. 


8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett, 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts. 


Lithograph of Bennett Monument. 
In4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCHARD. 
Paper, ares ‘aie 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 
i WITH 
Theological Amendment and State Personality. 
By Jos. E. PEOK. 
Priee, .. >» = 
For all of the above books address En 
RUE E Ro ork. 


40 cents. 


25 cents. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, 


No. Books ISSUED. Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 
Ora’ Almanao . ; atr 

2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- n. 

8 Ae of Reason, ‘thomas Paine. . . 25 

4. Answers d Ohristian Questions. D. M. 20 
enne tt. seo . E 

5. Christian Absurdities. John Peck. . 2 

6. Victor Hago’s Oration on Voltaire.. 10 

7. Ingersoll's address on Shakapere... 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 


Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


.FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 15 the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent 
esd, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way. through the world by 
oing to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
Fine narrativ is,in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business mon, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is jugt such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
goll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
of ins Ug is suro tobe morth tho attention 

of the rest of the world. Price 35 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


nAi matey and Tumors CURED: no knife 
Bor free. Drs.GRATIGNY & NORRIS 
CANGE J No. 163 Elin street, Cincinnati, O 
Watts’s Work 

Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com: 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity, 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, aud Is It Sufficient to 

Meet the Needs of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 


A Reply to Father Lambert's 
“Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. ` 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 18 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lation: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Cen 
gtructiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. I 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defeotiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which isthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. : 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. . i 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. ` 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief.. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. . & 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo. 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 82 Pages in cover 


Price, 10 cents. 
Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rv. Dr. R. F. Buras, of Halifax, 
. 8, In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position, of Agnosticism 
. Toward Christianity, 3. Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 Pages. Price, 


5 cents, : . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
E 28 Lafayette Pl.. Now York. 


on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines. 


As ENTS make {QQ PER CENT aud win $74.8 GASH. Prizes 
Sample free. Territory. Dr. Bridgman: 375 B'way, N. Y. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


on, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
BY T. C. WIODICONIBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


— 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 


Crimes and Perseeutions. 
8vo, 1,119pp. Cloth. $3; leather. $4; morocco. 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York 


| | Liberal Geetings. — 


These notices are for the benefit of Libera ls 
who may be visiting the places where these soi. 
ties are located. Local Seoular Unions and 
Hreethought Societies meeting regulariy can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The s‘anhattan Liberal Club. N.Y. 
Meets every Friday evenings at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonio Temple, 220 East i5th street. Lect. 
uresand discussions. The publie cordially invited. 


11. K. Washburn’s Works. 


Sanday and the Sabbath. “A law 
regulating human conduct on the Sabbath ir 


The Newark Liberal League 
Meets every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'elock at. 


1 beral League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 pents. 3% | sta Newark, N. J. Lectures and dlsoasal 
The False Teaching of the Chris. religious and social questions. Bonta "ireo “and 
everybody welcome. 


tian Church. The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine Door, broken-down opinions." 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. Think 

of a minister’s praying God to kill grasshop- 

ers, Or trying to induce the Deity to under. 

ke a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!” Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 7:30. Lecturer, debates, and disons- 
sions on all important secuiar subjects. Pros- 
ident, Henry BIRD; Secretary, CORA BELLE 
Ladd. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Assécia- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

Jouth 2d street, Brooklyn, E. P., at 3 P.M., every 

Sunday. Leotures followed by discussion. Plat. 

form free. Charles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall. Broad and 
Wood gts. st 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
AblesPeskersinterest the awdience. N.B.—Trnth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson hand atoheaprates 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


. AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany. 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRIORE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


RELIGION OF MAN | 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
E of Man. 


Contents : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal. 
lic Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Christian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate. Free Will Free Agency, Necessity. Be- 
sponsibility of the Iadividual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Bights of Government. Duties of So 
ciety to Oriminale. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. . 


LOOKING BACKWAR 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 
It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are | 


free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


à tale of Pales'ine, ounded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 

` By A. O. MIDDLETON. 
Price, s s . . 


locnte |The Secular Society of Kent, ©., 
Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at $ 
P.M., at tne town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Marius HEIGHTON, Sec. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE i 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL Hymn-Boox contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes 
It ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton, Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
5 cents address PRE TRUTH NEERER Oc 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


OF Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Ohuroh, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to TRR TRUTH BERKER and Investi. 
gator are golioited. R. G. SMITH, Oor. Bed. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
ara welcome. j 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Grane avo teer Halk "Leste followed 
and ave., (Fraternity Hall). Leoture W 
by debates. The public cordially invited." à 


New Zdition, Revised vnd Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introducticn by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
sale at this office. Price, 50 cents. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society ; 


Meeta every Bunday evening at Union 
Hall, 421 Post street, at g o'clock. A 
tation is extended to all. Beats free. 


auare 
cordial invi- 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


The appeal is always made to a man’s reason 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- Meets every Bunday at 7:30 p.m. in Macdon- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. ald’s Hal in Port Angeles, Wash. Leot- 


A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi. 
le social state greatly in advance of the present. 
e romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 
12mo, cloths $1.00; paper, Etc. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARDS WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard'smagnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Ohristian 
churches and Young Men's 
Chrissien Asgocia- 

ion. 


By Bion. B. WESTBROOK, P. D., LL. D. 
Price $1. Address TRE TRUTH SeexEx. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 
All in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
yd on ali subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
ute ree. 


FRANE Mors, Cor. Seo. 


THE 


OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 


IS A GREAT SUCCESS: 


Tke Crowning Achievement of Mechanical 
Genius, Taste, Energy, and Ingenuity, 
Combined with 41 years of Practi- 
cal Experience (34 years in 
Rochelle) at the Jeweler’s 
Bench. 


Unequaled in qualityand price. Has 16 jewels. 
patent regulator, Brequet hair-epring (non. 
catchable), beautiful double sunk paneled dial, 
finely adjueted to heat, cold, and position, stem 
wind and sst, new model. In silverine cases, $19 
8 ounce coin &i ver, $22.50: 4 oz dust proof, $25, 
ao better soid elsewhere for $35. In best 14k: 
filled gold cages, guaran:eed 20 vears, open face, 
$27 to $30; bunting, $32 to $35; in 14kt. solid 
goid, $5010 $90 All elogantly engraved or plain 
Sent prepaid, and cash refunded if not satisfac 
tory. atches cleaned, $1; springs, $1; andre 
surned free. Best work in the world. Send fo: 
testimonials, price lists of ladies’ and cheape: 
watches, diamonds; silver ware, cards in color: 
and gold of my 0776 Wi badea, frao bay eto , 


The West End Progressive Lib. 
eral Union 

Of Los, Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parr 

Hall. Everybodv invited, Mus. R. M. BERBA, 

Preg.: J. H. MOWTLLIAMS. Beo. Seo. 


The Walla Waila Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hajl Main street: Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
ugble library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash. meets every first and: third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. Tht 
greatest freedom accorded to all. ur motto, 
“Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. Rrox, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OnarLes SHEA, Bec. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


12mo, 800pP., $1. NON TEO WET eni M Sunday at Knights of Labor Hal 

A . s LLL. ests every Sunday at ghts J 
Apples of Gold. And Other Storie: 1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, a.m. Visiting Lib. 
or Boys and Girls. 12m9, 3839p., $1.25 erals invited to attend. OOL. A. HARRIS, Pres. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hans Isaao8. Len, Boo, 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free 
thinkers’ Children’s Btory-Book ever issued 
68 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; larg: 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEREER OO. 


San Antonio (Texas) Libcral Asso- 
ciation 

meets every Friday evening at Libera) Hall, 227 

“ast Houston street. Free reading room and cir- 

sulating library open every day and evening. 

Strangers cordially invited. A. CHAPMAN, Sec. 
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THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


Br JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana 

lyzed,” **The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. p 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling, 
Bound in black oloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 


By LUDWIG FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot. 
Price, $3. : 


Send 10 cents fm 
this valuable book t» 
b young and middle 
wed men, suffering 
‘rom a Life-wastine 
Disease, as the resul; 
of youthful follies. 
indiscretion, and ex. 
cesses in mature 
years. It sets fortt 
an ERATUM Applioa 
zion—4 POSITIVE CURE, as it matters noi how 
ong standing, bow hopeless or how many reme- 
dies you hav us:d. The book is worth mary 
times ita cost, and should be in the hands of 
-hose seeking a speedy and permanent Cure. Ad 
dress Dr. Robt. P, Fellows, Vineland, N. J., and 
aay where you saw this advertisment. 


A GOOD WORD. s a 

n outspoken Liberal, a humar- 
3 H de 0 patron of the Freethought 
cress. He has many testimonials to the value of 
nis progressive and successful method of tress 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Presthought, 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trustit 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merita.—[The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, 51. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Gems of the Werk. |GODS AND RELIGIONS WORLD'S. SAGES, THINKERS, 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


Cuman insurgents gained a great victory 
and took Valparaiso on the 28 h ult. 


Tua sultan is about to administer to his 
three youngest sons the Mohammedan rite of 
circumcision, and according to custom five 
thousand other children will undergo it on 
the occasion. 


Lierne struck a 


AND REFORMERS. Gems of Thought. | 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, B 


ol. I. Gig a Full Account of all the Gods, in| Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of Some people with whom It Ik i d 
‘eluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost itp egi seh ir Vern enone du 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible,” ir oi hools of 1 ponent, Bounen Boien- | women even of some originality and genius, 

8V0, S35pp. Vol. II. Describes from the time of Menn to the pres- hav their scheme of the universe all cut and 

the Religious Systems of the World. ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3: dried, very dry,—I assure you, to hear, dry 


vo, 957pp. Oloth,$3per vol.; the 
2 Vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
roceo, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


leather, $4; mor., g. e., $4.59. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


enough to burn, dry.rotted and powder-post, 

methinks,— which they set up between you 

and them in the shortest intercourse; an 

ancient and. tottering frame with all its 
o boards blown off. . 


church at Tolmezzo, 


z Some, to me, seemingly 


Germany, during mass 


very unimportant and 


and killed three persons. 


unsubstantial things and 


GERSHEN UPIKG, a Jew 
from Ischilds, Russia, 
says that this notice was - 
posted on all lamp. posts 
and telegraph poles: 
** Be it known to all per- 
sons concerned that 
from this day forth no 
Jew will be allowed near 
the border. Any Rus- 
sian seeing a Jew in or 
trying to cross the bord er 
is allowed to take all bis 
clothes and the property 
on his person; also to 
maltreat and ill-uge him, 
but not to kill him. The 
penalty for killing him 
will be $20." 


Tae reigning dynasty 
in China, which is not fi 
nativ but Tartar, seems aul 
menaced by a revolution D 
of native. Li Hung gy 
‘Chang, prime minister, 
-called the Bismarck of ; 
China, may join the 
Tevolutionists to mount 
the throne. A revolu- 
‘tion would hav exalta- 
ion of nativs and de- 
struction of all foreign- 
ers 88 a war-cry, and 
European residents 


i 


el 
ji Ss 
M is 


relations, are for them 

. everlastingly settled,—as 
Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, and tie like. 
These are like the ever- 
Jasting hills to them. 
But in all my wander- 
ings I never came across 
the lesst vestige of au-. 
thority for these things. 
They hav not left so dis- 
tinct a trace as the deli- 
cate flower of a remote 
geological period on the 
coal in my grate.— 
Thoreau. 


Tug great misfortune 
of a philosopher is not 
perhaps being the object 
of the jealousy of his 
brother scholars, the vic- 
tim of cabals, and the 
contempt of the power- 
ful of the world,—it is 
being judged by fools. 
Fools sometimes go very 
far, particularly when 
fanaticism is joined to 
folly, and folly to the 
spirit of vengeance. 
Further, the great mis- 
fortune of a philosopher 
is generally to hold to 
nothing. A citizen 


sem 
Ser 
ii 


buys a little situation 


soight be massacred. 


‘China might then be sub- 
dued by and portioned 
out among the European 
powers, who in this ac- 
tion would probably be- 
come embroiled among 
ther gelvs. 


Is accordance with Gladstone's suggestion, 
a magazine called Darkest Russia has been 
started in England, to publish the Jewish 
persecutions. 


CHRISTINA BRRRA, of Brooklyn, has cata- 
leptic attacks and recently came near being 
buried while in a trance, and consequently 
her sister declares her a witch. 


A WRITER from Russia says that the most 
serious point of the persecution of the Jews 
is their general outlawry. Every petty Rus- 
sian officia] assumes the right to treat them 
ag he sees fit. Tibau police forbid Jews 
bathing in the sea in summer. 


Russi. has prohibited rye exportation. 
The farmers of America, says the London 
Daily News, are masters of the situation. 
The News hopes that they will use their 
strength mercifully. ‘The making of 
corners jn the necessaries of life is never 
laudable, and in the present juncture it 
would be little short of fiendish.” 


A woman of Milan, Italy, named Franciosi, 
had an ill child, and was told by a neighbor 
‘that its illnees was due to a woman called 
Richetti, who was a witch. The mother 
assaulted the witch in church and the priest 
Who separated them remarked while giving 
"witness at a trialfor the assault that there are 
mo witches now. And never were," said 
the judge. The priest rejoined that he knew 
that there were witches formerly, as he had 
received absolute proof. A short time after, 
the mother and her friend dragged Mrs. 
Richetti to the child’s bedside, and unheed- 
ing her protestations that she was not a 
witch, compelled her to repeat a formula 
unwitching the child, and then cut off her 


hair to deprive her of all sorcerous power | 


thereafter. 


Tsis Coin CRHUNG, governor of Amoy, 
China, said: China, having followed its 
own principles of advancement during more 
than five thousand years, ia now compelled 
to change and move along European channels. 
It has begun to own steamships and railways. 
Its telegraph now covers every province. It 
has at last mills, forges, and foundries, like 
those of Essen, of Sheffield, and of Pitts- 
burgh. China is to-day Jearning that lesson 
jn education which Europe has obliged her 
to learn, the art of killing, the science of 
armies and navies. Woe, then, to the world 
if the scholar, profiting by her lesson, should 
apply it in turn. With its freedom from debt, 
its inexhaustible resources, and its teem- 
ing millions, this empire might be the 
menace, if not the destroyer, of Christendom. 
No matter what happens, it needs no 
prophetic gift to know that the twentieth 
century will see at the forefront of the 
nations of the world China jn the Esst and 
America in the West. Well may we pray 
that for the welfare of humanity their pur- 
poses will be as peaceful and upright as 
to-day." 


made them swear by God, saying, Ye shall not giv your daughters unto their sons, nor take their daughters unto 
your sons, or for yourselvs.— Nehemiah xiii, 25. : 


and is maintained by his 


NEHEMIAH RAISETH AN EXCEEDING GREAT RUMPUS. ed toe Ma hs 
And I contended with them, and cursed them, and smote certain of them, and plucked off their hair, and scon finds defenders. 


The literary man is with- 
out aid; he resembles 
the flying fish. If he 
rises a little the birds 
devour him; if he dives, the fishes eat him 
up.— Voltaire. 


Every church is a kind of insurance soci- 
ety, and proposes, for a smell premium, to 
keep you from eternal fire. Of course, the 
man who tells you that there is to be no fire, 
interferes with the business, and is denouffced 
as a malicious meddler and blasphemer.— 
Ingersoll. 


Turnina to the New Testament morality, 
we may attack it in various ways: we may 
argue that the better part of it is not new, 
and therefore cannot be regarded as especially 
inspired, or that it leaves out cf account 
many virtues necessary to the well-being of 
families and states; or we may contend that 
much of it is harmful, and much of it 
impracticable.— Annie Besant. 

BE OONTENT. 
Said the parson, ‘‘ Be content, 
Pay your tithe-dues, pay your rent, 
They that earthly things despise . 
Shall bav mansions in the skies; 
Though your back with toil be bent,” 
Said the parson, ‘‘ Be content.” 


Then the parson feasting went 


— 
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‘Truth seeker Annual’ 


l — AND 


| Sreethinkers’ Almanac, 
| | 1891. 


Disadvantages of Specialism in 
the Advocacy of Reform. A.B. 
Bradford, - - - u — 72 


All may hav them in the air. 
—T. Maguire. 
Genus belief is always manifested in cor. 
respond nt action. Belief in the existence 
of a pitfall, the approach of an avalar che, or 
the presence of a wild beast, is always eagerly 
communicated to others. Men will not allow 
others to go into danger without warning 
and without deep concern for their welfare. 
Judged by this rule, how muny really believe 
the doctrin of everlasting punishment? If 
men all around .us are going down to an eter- 
nal hell, and Christians believe it and know 
of. an easy way of escape, would they so sel- 
dom vary their lives of business and pleasure 
by 2 word to the impenitent? Would they 
be able to liv contentedly in a round of diver- 
\ sion, muric, embroidery, and cigar-smoking, 
while their neighbors are dropping into cease- 
less doom, where the smoke of their tor. 
ment ascendeth up forever and ever?” 
‘Would ministers of churches only make 
vague allusions to the dread dogma, and 
leave the preaching of terror to evangelists, 
without charge of societies, who are not 
imperiled by the dissent of parishioners? It 
is seldom preached now in city churches, ard 
ministers’ minds are everywhere perplexed in 
the effort to reconcile revelation with good 
taste. —H. C. Adams. 


Story of the Lear Abroad, ^ 35 


* 


! Some Alaskan Myths. Ida C, Crad- 
dock, Corresponding Secretary of 
the American Secular Union, Illus- . 
trated, - - — 38 


(E. IM. 291.) | mu my lord who lye 97 rent; 
] nd the parson laughed elate 
WITH ILLUSTRATIONS i ue eq beatings great: 
| They that earthly things revere, - 
CONTENTS. f May get bishops’ mansions here. 
sias bus! Be content! be content! 
Calendar for 1891, - “S}- - 3 Side Lights on South Sea Missions. Hes us o levy die, us 
Freethought in the United States Ada Campbell.. 'Hiuistrated, = ngu AJl for mansions in the sky. 
1890, - : 2S 17 | Castles here are much too rare; 
0 


Shout in' Joe. Watson Heston. Illus 
trated, - - - 2 E g 
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Anent Spooks: Where are They? Gaining Ground in England, s IIS 


Thaddeus B. Wakeman, - 48 
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Where the Roman Catholics Got 
a Litany, - - a d 52 
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Botes and Glipgings. 


Tue attention of the Italian minister of the most precious works of art themselvs are 


A Russian dispatch says: The ferocity 
education has been called to the fact that the ' consigned to rot for want of light and air. of the persecutions of the Jews seems to 
best pictures of the great masters are kept The minister has therefore ordered that | increase rather than diminish. The few priv- 


Tux indictment of the Catholic church by | concealed from the eyes of the public in the | churches owning such pictures shall exhibit | ileges that they hav enjoyed are one by one 


John Brisbane Walker, editor of the Cosmo. | various churches which own them. 
politan Magazine; is to this effect: The spirit Only has the public no benefit of them, but] them and they may hav light and air. 


of the gospel was never 
understood or  incul- 
cated by the church; 
priests did not care for 
the poor, and at present 
they do not preach 
enough against the ways 
of' the millionaire, the 
corruption of the legisla- 
ture, and the inroads of 
rum ; the church, in fact, 
has been the oppressor 
of the poor, and under 
her ægis, with her bless- 
ing, and to the music of 
her Te Deums, robber 
barons hav grown pros- 
perous and the sacred- 
ness Of property rights 
has been inculcated. 


AN Arab now in New 
York city, named Rellim 
Trebor, writes to the 
Sun: While this coun- 
try’s Constitution admits 
of freedom of speech and 
worship it will not permit 
a chief magistrate to be 
guided by ‘the old man 
in Rome,’ as certainly a 
Catholic president would 
be to a certain extent, if 
not entirely. This will 
be generally denied by 
Catholics, but I would 
like to meet one honest 
man who can say that 
their clergy does not 
dabble in politics. In 
one instance I put the 
question to a Catholic 
‘laborer, and he frankly 
admitted that his voting 
was guided by what the 
priest had said to him. 
In the event of a Catholic 
being a candida:e for the 
piesidency, few Uath- 
Olic voters would not 
cast their ballots in his 
favor. Theen ire clergy 
of the Roman church 
would form a solid pha- 
lanx, ‘and in each of 
their respectiv parishes 
would perform more 
effectiv stumping than 
any politician has ever 
done.” 


Tue education ques- 
tion has invaded Eng. 
land, last of all govern- 


ments to be troubled by 


it, . . . In this 
country it bas taken the 
form of a contest be- 
tween Catholics and 
Protestants, in France 


between the republic and . 


ihe monarchy, in Italy 
between the Reds and 
the Vatican; but no 
matter what its form, it 
is simply the struggle of 
pure paganism against 
Christ for the posses- 


sion of this world. The power which trains | and by the shrewd machinations of his cler- | dists, to revive and enforce every stern relig- | 


— 
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Tsay unto you, that likewise joy shall be in 

> heaven over one sinner thatrepenteth more 
Wl. then over ninety an nine just persons 
lu. which need no repentance.” — Luke XV. . 
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HEAVENLY PREFERENCES—HOW TO MEET 
RECEPTION. 


Not|them where the public may be able to see|taken from them. Almost every day sees 
some new edict issued against them, or some 


new stringency exerc sed 
in the execution of exists 
ing laws. Protests from 
outside, whether from 
private individuals of 
from organi£ed societieB, 
do no good, if, indeed; 
they do not actually do 
harm. The reason of 
this lies in the very nat- 
ure of the case. This 
Jew-baiting is a purely 
religious persetution. 
The czar so regards it, 
and so do his ministers 
and all Russian offlc als. 
The talk about the Jews 
being obnoxious for so- 
cial or industrial rea- 
sons is nonsense, and 
when put forward by 
the Russian press is 
intended merely to bam- 
boozle the gullible. The 
Jews are hated simply 
because they are not and 
will not become members 
of the Greek church, 
and everyone else who 
persists in remaining 
Outside of the pale of 
orthodoxy is hated just 
the same. In proof of 
this one has only to ob- 
serve the persecution 
that is being directed 
againstthe Stundists, the 
Old Believers, Luther- 
ans, and others. In the 
eyes of this fanatical and 
bigoted government, all 
Protestants and Roman 
Catholics are accursed 
heretics, whom it is the 
duty of the orthodox be- 
lievers to persecute, de- 
spoil, and destroy.’ 


Russian authorities 
hav clored the Jewish 
Temple at St. Petersburg. 


Never before in all 
history was the altruistic 
feeling so strong and so 
sensitiv as now. Charity 
is the animating spirit of 
modern Christianity, not 
as mere sentiment, but 
as a practical obligation. 
As dogmatic religiofi 
loses its hold churcbes 
cultivate charity in its 
place. Yet we see that 
afier piety has been 
stimulated to exertions 
80 unexampled, there 


remains an undiminished 


host of paupers for the 
state to care for. In- 
stead of curing poverty 
we seem to be breeding 
pauperism. Thenumber 
of the really suffering 
and deserving poor is 
not less, but the multi- 
tude who prefer begging 
to working increases 
rapidly.— Sun. 


Ar the meeting of the American Associa- 


the children, all other influences to the|ical advisers, who hav led him to believe|ious law, and to enact any new ones that tion for the Advancement of ierit ae 
contrary, wil rule the world.—Catholic Re. that all the evils which befell his father and] may seem desirable for crushing out all dis- Prescott said: ‘ There is no greater nee 


view, 


THE czar inherited his fanatical zeal and | drive him back to earnestness in suppressing 


which hav come to him were sent by heaven | sent from the orthodox creed. 
in punishment for laxity of faith and to 


this land than the need of advancement in 
science. Let this be understood by all—if 
Tue recent founding of a chair of sociology America is not to fall short in the nurture of 


intolerance from his mother, whose intense{ heresy. He believes that peace and prosper. |in a theological seminary is suggestiv, as is manhood, in the reach of d ps run 
religious fervor warped her whole life and f ity can only be secured by smiting all unbe- | also the fact that the professorship became arts of peace; if she is not to fall sho: 


made her almost a monomaniac. This ele 
ment of the czar’s character has been greatly | given free rein to the most violent and ex- tion. 
developed by the circumstances of his reign treme spirits among the orthodox propagan- ment of theology by sociology. 


search.” 


t advance in science and 
lievers with an unsparing hand. So he has] at once the most po ular one in the institu- gether,she mus 
President Hyde declares for dieplace- must cherish her workers: in acientific ri 
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Gammunications. 


The Christian’s God on the Rampage, with 
l Side-shows (Concluded). 

The great cotton avd woolen factory of Campbell 
& Elliot, of Philadelphia, is destroyed by fire. Loss 
nearly three-quarters of a million. Five hundred 
men, women, and children thrown out of employ- 
N some to starve. Is this all for the 

est? : : 

It is to be remembered that God is in every 
engin of destruction. He is in the powder which 
blows up the magazine, in the steam which explodes 
the boiler, in the gale which capsizes the vessel, in 
the tornado which. devastates a country, in the 
drunkard’s whisky. He is in the house of the harlot 
ag much as in the church, in the tiger as much as in 
the lamb. Could Vesuvius hav burnt Pompeii and 
Herculaneum without God's consent? If the Chris- 
tian claims, as he sometimes does, that God has 
nothing to do with these calamities, then I agree 

with him. For if an earthquake can: occur without 
his help, a cabbage-head can grow without his 
assistance. The moment it is admitted that the 
simplest processes of nature can be carried on with- 
out God's help, the whole ground is swept from 
under the Ohristian's feet. For if the simplest 
operations of nature can take place without a God, 
go can the most complex. 

According to the Caristian's idea of God he is one 
of the most spotted, leprous, fickle, and unreliable 
beings that we know anything about. At one time 
he turns a soft side to the Christian, and sends him 
& plentiful harvest and blesses him in basket and 
store, and then celestial stock is at a premium. At 
another time he sends a hailstorm or a flood and 
destroys all his crops, and then, instead of thanks- 
giving and praise, certain cuss-words stick in his 
throat whick he dare not utter. 

My Obristian friend, if you study the subject 
elesely you will find that while God blesses you he 
afflicts somebody else. While he fills your basket 
another starves. While he sends health and pros- 


perity to one country he devastates another with | p 


flood and famin. What do you want of such a God, 
anyhow ? 

For years I bav got along without any God, and 
80 can you. You know how often you sgoil- the 
knees of your best pants in kneeling down to him, 
you know how much it costs you to build great 
steeple-houses for him to perform in, you know how 
much you pay the minister for eating your yellow- 
legged chickens and shining sround your wife and 
daughters, and you know that you would do none of 
those things were it not for the hope of heaven or 
the fear of hell; and when you find out that God is 
a myth and that heaven and hell only exist in the 
imagination of fanatics, and how selfish ministers 


hav fooled you, you will invent & machine for kicking. 


yourself behind and get it patented. 


O stop, poor Christian, stop and think 
Before you farther go, 
‘Bounce the preacher quick as wink, 
Don’t let him fool you so. 


I hav been very sick; my brain has been on the 
gallop, and some of my Christian friends think it 
has not yet settled down to a rational pace. 
Lunatics rarely believe themselvs to be of unsound 
mind, and Christian lunatics believe that everybody 
is crazy who does not believe that God got so mad 
that he had to kill himself, because a woman ate an 
apple six thousand years ago, which he placed before 
her in such a tempting manner that she could’ not 
resist the temptation. 

If I am correctly informed, some Christians, think- 
ing to do God a friendly turn, laid a plan to take the 
fort while in a weakened condition. They thought 
while death was staring me in the face they could 
make me wesken and send for the minister, and in- 
dorse their nonsensical drivel, and then they would 
' hav another deathbed repentance of an Infidel to 
report in religious papers and to talk about in the 
Sunday-schools. But for some reason they did not 
put their plan into execution. . I wish they had. - 

I hav lived in this place nearly a quarter of a 
century, and would hav been pleased at any time to 
receive them. They showed their cowardice by try- 
ing to take advantage of my weakness. Christians 
are always heroic when they think there is an advan- 
tage on their side. I wish to say now that as long 
as I enn talk and hav my senses, Ohristians will be 
‘free to talk with me about the fall, the plan of 
redemption, and heaven and hell as long as it seem- 
eth good to them. I shall only be too happy to 
show them how silly the whole thing is. If I had 
died would it hav changed the law of gravitation? 
Would my death hav changed falsehood into fact? 
Because I was at death’s door would I believe that 
two and two make five, while in my senses? Be- 
eause I was sick, would Joshua's planetary trick or 
Samson's great jawbone feats appear more reasonable 
tome? Until the mind was dethroned I could not 
hav believed that a lot of dead men someway managed 

to get.out of their graves and ramble round the 


he does not get mad, and pays no attention to the 
‘Sunday amusements at West Seattle, then you can 
throw up your heels and hav a good time on Sunday 
without any fear of the trip-hammer of God’s wrath. 

If a tornado should sweep over West Seattle and 
tear down the houses, Christians would say that it 
was a manifestation of God's wrath for the deseora- 
tion of the Sabbath. 

But Christians never reason far enough to under- 
stand the unressonableness of their conclusion. If 
the houses of Christians were spared and the houses 
of those who attended the dance and balloon ascen- 
sion on Sunday were taken it would be a fair infer- 
ence that God was displeased with the Sunday show 
at West Seattle. i 

But God never deals in that way. In' time of a 
great calamity Christians fare no better than Infidels. 
Right before me ia an account of a church which 
was struck with lightning while Christians were 
engaged in worship. Not long ago I saw a state- 
ment in regard to a minister who was struck with 
lightning while in the attitude of prayer. This does 
not show good breeding on the part of God. And 
when I think of some of his outlandish tricks, such 
as killing a child to punish a mother, I am inclined 
to think that he was of low parentage and brought 
up in a disreputable family, and that his surround- 
ings in his youthful days were not favorable for the 
development of high moral character. 

According to all the biographical sketches I hav 
read about God he has always been going back on 
his own. Yellow fever and cholera hav swept off 
thousands of Christians, notwithstanding the promis 
that they shall cure all manner of diseases and that 
serpents and poison shall not hurt them. A flood or 
tornado has no respect for a Ohristian. This ought 
to satisfy everyone that God has no special regard 
for a Christian more than he has for an Infidel. - 

Infidels fare just as well here as Christians do. 
They fare a great deal better when they come to die, 
for they die more like rations! beings, and if there is 
any hererfter they will occupy the eushioned seats in 
the king-row. NP 

When the Christian site down to his table, puts on 
a long face, shuts his eyes and looks as though he 
was struck with death, and thanks hia God for the 
blessing spread out before him, he thinks God will 
show him special favors for spooning around him. 

The Infidel sits down to just as good a meal with- 
out making a fool of himself, partakes with just as 
keen a relish, and does not. think of thanking an 
imaginary being above the clouds for what he has - 
himself provided. 

The Christian fashions & being in his mind and 
seats him on a cloud or throne, then imsgins that 
certain things will please him and certain things will 
make him mad, and so he tries to shape his life so as 
not to incur the displeasure of a being which he haa 
crested in his own mind. 

Once or twice a day he gets down on his haunches 
like a dog, and tells him what a great and powerful 
being he is; that he holds the destiny of worlds in 
his hand, and that we are indebted to him for every 
breath we draw, and after flattering him until he is 
supposed to be in good humor, he asks him to waive 
the eternal laws which he himself has established 
just enough to grant certain favors which he greatly 
stands in need of. At the same time he asks this 
being which he has fashioned to remember his 
friends, and also to damn his enemies, . especially 


| neighborhood, or that a dead man came to life when 
he touched the bones of another dead man. 

If Obristians think they can make me believe 
these impossibilities, they are at liberty to try their 
hand any day. But they had better lie back and 
take it out in praying than to enter the field of fair 
and open discussion when the chances are equal. 
And if I could be allowed to giv them a little 
friendly advice, it would be to write out their prayers 
and put them in a revolving cylinder as they do in 
Thibet and keep them in perpetual motion; for it 
will take an awful sight of praying to make me believe 
that the blood of a man who died two thousand years 
ago cun neutralize all the ging of the world. 

I do not believe my pions friends would hav made 
much capital in trying to take sdvantage of me even 
in my prostrate condition. For I had no fear of 
their hell and no hope of their imaginary heaven. 
To teil plain truth, I did not think much about such 
matters. -I was more concerned about those I 
thought I was leaving behind me than about my own 
condition. I told my son-in-law that I was getting 
quite well along in years, and it was possible it might 
prove my last sickness. But I meant to get away in 
good shape and not go off blubbering. 

If there are any meritorious acts to be placed to 
my account, they hav been performed for the good 
of myself or others. Whatever wrongs I hav been 
guilty of committing will hav their evil effects upon 
myself or society. The thoucht of the evil effects of 
wrong-doing will prove a sufficient punishment for 
every wrong act. These are all the rewards or pun- 
ishments which I know anything about. I hav not 
done anything to eseape the pains of a fictitious hell 
nor to secure the bliss of an imaginary heaven. 

I hape good Christians will not trouble themselvs 

about what I hav done to displease God. If he is 

possessed of all knowledge and all power he certainly 
could deal with me according to my deserts without 
any interference on the part of Christians. 

I think the Christian makes a fool of himself when 
o ofa to help God or tries to take work out of his 

ands. - - 

All of the persecutions hav been perpetrated be- 
cause Ohristians believed they could help God. 
hey believed that those whom they persecuted had 
offended Ged and that the offense had made him as 
savage as a wiideat, and that it would afford him infinit 
delight to put them through an eternal sizzle-sozzle 
in the liquid flames of & brimstone hell. And so 
they thought the sooner the punishment was com- 
menced the more it would tickle God. The woman- 
whippers and witch-hunters were actuated by such 
beliefs. Wanamaker and Comstock think they can 
please God by discommoding and punishing men. 

Right here I must break off and relate a dream. I 
dreamed that Colonel Bob and Comstock died and 
arrived at heaven’s gate at the same time. And 
while the gate was ajar and St. Peter was welcom- 
ing his friend Bob, Comstock slipped through unob- 
served. Pretty quick the old celestial boss came 
slong, ard he frowns an awful frown, and then he 
says, “You Pete, open that gate quick now.“ 
And he then turned to Comstock and said, Tony, 
if you don’t get out of here in the twinkle of à rat's 
tail, I'll introduce a square-toed boot to the part 
I showed to old Moses.” This is only a dream, but 
it is jast as reasonable as anything that Milton or 
Pollock or John Bun- gon ever said about heaven. 

Inever heard of God punishing anybody for the viola- A 
tion of Sunday laws. It is ali done by the Obristiang | those who do not believe as he does. — 
to help God along. They seem to go upon the sup- The savage takes a block of wood and fashions it 
position that God is inadequate or too busy to at- | out in something like human form, daube it with 
tend to his own affaire. - fancy colors, decks it out with beads and shells, and 

Oat West the people are getting wiser and leave | then gets Aown before this monstrosity and asks it 
the penalty for the violation of Sunday entirely with | to giv him good hunting-grounds—to make him suo- 
God. If all Ohristians could hav believed that God | cessful on the war-path—to giv the enemy into hia 
was capable of attending to his own business what a | hands that he may take their scalps and drink their 
world of persecution and torture it would hav | blood. 
saved. Following ir a notice verbatim clinved from} Will Talmage come to the front and tell the 
the Seattle, Wash., Telegraph, of July 4, 1891: difference between a Christian and a savage? The 

BALLOON ASCENSION. savage's wooden god grants him no favors, and the 
At West Seattle. Sunday, July 5. Ohristian's God pays no attention to what the Ohris- 
PROFESSOR CARLTON, tian says. The savage shows as good sense as the 
King of the Clouds will asscend in his Mammoth Airship Christian. 

me MEE hant ‘OM i At a very tender age a Christian father began to 
Grandest Aerial Event of the Season. talk to you about a great being in the skies, and 
: To conclude with & clothed him with certain powers and attributes which 
Grand Concert By The First Regiment Band In The New | neither he nor any other man knew anything about. 
MEHL Beattie Pavillion: You, in turn, tell the same story to your children, 
and thus these superstitions are handed over from 
one generation to another, without thought, without 

investigation or consideration. l 

If one could look into the minds of Ohristians 
and get an understanding of their various concep- 
tions of God, it would be found that no two hav 
the same ideas of his powers and attributes. The 
opinions of Obristians in regard to a supreme being 
are as variable as the views in a kaleidoscope. 

There is not & Ohristian in the world who knows 
how God looks, or how big he is, or whether he has 
a head like a man or a horse, or a tail like an alli- 
gator. Christians say that he plants his footsteps 
on the sea and rides upon the storm.” How do they 
know that he plants his footsteps on the ses? If he 
is as big as they claim, holy smoke! what a splash- 


Dancing Free. Dancing Free. 


Ferry Boat—Foot of Marion Street—Leaves Every Hour. 
Fare each way 5 Cents. Everybody invited. 

I heard of a colored minister giving quite a vivid 
description of the last day, when Gabriel should 
blow his trump and the heavens should be rolled 
together like a scroll and the earth melt with fervent 
heat, when a colored brother cried out, Ef I eber 
heah de soun’ ob dat ho'n you see dis darky take to 
de. woods.” 

Now, my Christian friends, if you find out that 
this Sunday entertainment makes God awful mad, and 
he swears in his wrath, and draws the Seattleites 
across his knee and confounds their language and 
rains fire and brimstone on the place, then you squat 
low and “ take to de woods.” On the other hand, if 


ing he must make! And whether he “rides upon 
the storm,” or upon a bicycle, no Ohristian can tell. 
Being all-powerful, perhaps he rides on a wheel- 
barrow and pushes it himself. It is not very modest 
fora man to boast of what he knows. But I will 
venture to say that I know just as much about God 
as any man that livs; and every. other man knows 
just as much as I do. I appeal to every Obristian 
—now, honor bright, is there stored away, even in 
the remotest corners of your mind, the least knowl- 
edge of God or heli? If there is, you can certainly 
tell something about them. 

Parton says if & man wants to render himself 
famous let him bring just one new thought before 
the world. And I will guarantee to any Christian 
such fame as was never awarded to mortal man, who 
will giv us some positiv information in regard to 
these places or God. 

The truth is, the whole Christian scheme is based 
upon what nobody knows anything about. Mi 

Talmage says: The first step of the soul after it 
leaves the body reaches the stars, and the next step 
to the fartherest outposts of God's universe, and 
it will not die until the everlasting Jehovah expires.” 
Talmage is the great mogul among the chosen— 
God's chief fugieman on earth—but could he prove 
a single assertion he makes:? Again, he says, God 
will step on the nearest star and then on a planet, 
and then down to the earth.” What does he know. 
about God walking on the stars more than anybody 
else? It is mere assertion, like everything else 
which givs countenance to and upholds the rotten 
old system. And again, "I tell you the world is a 
liar, it is a cheat—it is a bogus world—it is a six- 
thousand-year-old swindle.” I do not know of so 
great a cheat or so big a swindle as the Christian re- 
ligion which Talmage is trying to uphold. 

Miss Oraddock tells how to make young Infidels ; 
but I want to tell young Infidels how to kill Ohris- 
tians. And I would like to hav them giv’em “1” 
straight from the shoulder. When you hear a Chris- 
tian talking about his religion, watch every sentence 
closely and you will find that one-half that he says he 
doesn’t know anything about. Whenever he makes 
an assertion that has no foundation in fact, stop him 
right there and make him tell how he knows his 
statemenis to be true. Follow this plan closely, and 
it you do not kill a Christian, you will soon make him 
breathe short. 

When a Obristian begins to talk about God and 
tells what he likes and what is displeasing to him, 
stop him short sud make him tell how he found out 
what displeases God. When he puts a lying spirit 
into the mouths of his own prophets, who shall be 
able to tell whether he is most pleased with vice or 
virtue ? 

Let every Obristian question himself closely in 
regard to what he absolutely knows about God and 
he will find out that he cannot produce one iota of 
proof that any such being exists. If God is the 
author of all things—if nothing can take place with- 
out his knowledge and consent—then he inspires the 
robber and prompts the cutthroat, and the devil has 
nothing to do with it. If God has power over the 
devil then he is only an agent in God’s hands. Now 
I would like to impress a few ideas upon the Chris 
tian mind: : : ; 

First: That God does not favor Christians more 
than he does Infidels. At a church picnic, a short 
time ago, forty persons were poisoned with ice- 
cream. I hav attended a good many Infidel con- 
ventions and never heard of an Infidel being 
poisoned. I would like to inquire if there are many 
Ohristians who fare better than Colonel Ingersoll. 
How does it happen there are so many Christians 
living a sort of slip-shod life, while he is blessed 
above the common lot of men? 

Second: I would like to disabuse the Christian 
mind of the idea that all great and good men were 
Christians. Washington, Franklin, John and 
Samuel Adams, Paine, and many of the leading 
minds of the Revolution were not orthodox Ohris- 
tians. There are very few men who hav wielded a 
greater influence over the destinies of this nation 
than Jefferson and Lincoln—both were Infidels. 

Third: I would like to banish from the minds of 
Christians the idea that God watches over us and 
cares for us, and orders everything for our good. 
To believe this doctrin we must say that railroad 
accidents, in which women and children are mangled 
to a shspeless mass or burnt to a cinder, and 
shipwrecks, where hundreds go to the bottom of the 
deep, and fires in the great cities, which sweep away 
millions of dollars worth of property and hundreds 
of human lives, are all for the best and for our good. 
If this idea is founded in reagon, then multiply the 
devils and keep them all busy, for there can be no 
evil in this world. 

Fourth: The idea of gods, devils, and angels is as 
fallacious as the idea of genii, gnomes, and fairies. 
All are alike creatures of the imagination. The 
latter are no longer believed in, the former must 
sooner or later share the same fate. The genii, 


gnomes, and fairies never did any good or hurt, 


neither did the gods, devils, or angels. 
belief in them can affect us for good or evil. 


Only the 
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When the Christian prays he talks to open space. 


There is no ear to hear, no eye to see, no brain to. 


understand. It is like whipping the sir—no result 
follows the prayer. The devil is a kind of imaginary 
bull-dog which Obristians find convenient to set on 
their enemies—a sort of moral scarecrow to 
frighten men into the church—a scapegoat to bear 
the sins of Christians. A man here was detected 
in stealing and he laid it to the devil. The brethren 
accepted the explanation and kept him in the church. 
If the devil is more powerful than God he is the one 
to whom Obristians ought to address their prayers. 
If he is less powerful than God what does. he 
amount to anyway? God can put him out of the 
way any moment and therefore is responsible for all 
his acts. As for angels, if they exist at all, it is so 
rare that they light upon the earth that I hav never 
been able to get a shot at one. We hav a taxider- 
mist in our place, and I hold him under agreement 
to stuff the first specimen I can obtain and put it 
up in good shape. 

A little wholesome advice to you, my Obristian 
friends, and then we part company. i 

“When you giv your money to a lazy priest or 
minister you encourage idleness and mendacity, and 
help to keep an undeserving class of men from 
bearing their share of the burdens of society, and 
therefore become party to the wrong. We hay now 
about eighty thousand of this worthless class who 
not only pray for the people but prey upon the 
industry of the working classes and liv more sumpt- 
uously than those who foolishly support them. 

If there is a class of men in this country who hav 
put me to my wits’ end to know my duty in regard to 
them, it is the priests and ministers, for I could never 
make up my mind whether I ought to pity or 
despise them. Too lazy to work and perhaps a few 
of them too honest to steal, too dull to liv by their 
wits, a sort of human sponge sucking up the sub- 
glance of the people, and occupying a position mid- 
way between indolence and criminality. + 

Whenever you giv your aid or influence to send 
out one of these lazy leeches to draw out the life- 
blood of society, you encourage dishonesty and 
thriftlessness and set an example which all people 
who hav any self-respect ought to be ashamed to 
imitate. Do try to set a better example. 

When you help to build a church you take so 
much away from your family and put it where it will 
help to make other fools who will do the same thing, 
but it never will result in any good. And although 
you may think the tall steeple will tickle God often- 
times after it is dedicated to his service, he shows 
what he thinks of it by sending a bolt of lightning 
to demolish it. In proportion to their numbers 
there are more churches struck with lightning than 
any other buildings. Another thing. When you 
get down on your knees and ask a great imaginary 
nothing, which you claim is unchangeable, to alter 
his plans for your accommodation, you make a big 
fool of yourself. By exercising a little common 
sense you Will soon come to see the absurdities of 
your position, and then, if you are honest, you will 


Ohristians assert that God is everywhere. And 
then when they come to die they talk about going 
home to see God and enjoying his presence. Is not 
this the very cream of nonsense? If God is every- 
where they hay always enjoyed his presence. 

But, my pious comrades, I must bid you adieu. I 
can pursue this theme no farther. If you do not 
profit by the pointers I hav already given you, more 
will avail nothing. I hav blazed some trees slong 
the pathway of reason and common sense, and if you 
miss the way the fault is not mine. And now, my 
Christian friends, one and all, I bid you an affection- 
ate farewell. 

And now may the grace of the almighty Ding- 
Whang abide with you all now and evermore. 

Naples, N. Y. Joun Prox. 


— — . — 
The Cause in Washington. 


Rheumatism in my right shoulder, extending down 
to my wrist, made writing or using the type; writer 
positiv torture. I hav tried all sorts of advertised 
remedies without one particle of relief. Dr. E. B. 
Foote, Sr., the great physicien and Infidel philan- 
thropist, of Lexington avenue, New York city, author 
of that admirable work, Plain Home Talk; or, Medi- 
cal Common Sense,” the very best work on hygiene 
and the marriage relation ever published, has since I 
first met him ever proved my generous, helpful, and 
sympathetic friend. He writes me he will guarantee 
my cure and restore to me health, strength, and an 
excellent appetite; his only fear being lest after he 
has insured me a voracious appetite the Liberal 
friends should fail in supplying me with the where- 
withal to appease it. He very generously promises 
to furnish me advice and all necessary medicin free 
of all cost. So, awaiting the arrival of the medicin, 
I accompanied my good wife on her mission to What- 
com county. 


‘abandon it. 


OUR FIELD SEORETARY. 


Mrs. F. O. Reynolds has accomplished much effi- 
cient work. She has delivered lectures at Coupe- 
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ville, Island county; Willipa, Towner school-house, 
and city of South Bend, Pacific county; Cathlamet, 
Wahkiakum county; Snohomish, Snohomish county ; 
Teansway, Kittitas county; and Roder, Nooksack 
Crossing, and Sumas City, Whateom county. 

In this.connection it is a pleasing duty to publish 
the list of generous and true friends to the cause 
hoe: hav paid contributions to the field secretary 
und. 


J. F. Miller, of Lynden, Whatcom county............... $10 00 
Mrs. M. E. Boman, of Fremont, King county.......... 50 00 
H. A. Towner, of Willipa, Pacific county................ 50 00 


Jacob Drissler ($30 more pledged). ....;...... ; 
John Grownow, of Seattle, King county................. 


There is great need of a very large amount of 
work being performed by our field secretary, and 
n need for friends of the cause to be 
enroled in ths above honorary list. 

SEMI-ANNUAL DUES OF THE WASHINGTON SECULAR UNION. 

This reminds me that the semi-annual dues, $1, 
payable in advance, are overdue from all members 
whose certificates are dated good up to July 29, 1891. 
Examin the date of your certificate and save piling 
additional work on your already overtaxed secretary. 

By the way, dear reader, what is your real opinion 
of persons, residents of our state of Washington, 
who claim to be Liberals, and not alone admit the 
facts, but themselvs boast of the good work that 
has been accomplished by the Washington Secular 
Union, yet fail to join or to contribute the small pit- 
tance of $1 each six months toward payment of out- 
lay incurred? Like the old Methodist deacon, what 
they giv “is nothing to nobody.” Would it not be 
better for the cause if, like that deacon, they had 
shiffied off this mortal coil? What sre they but 
miserable parasites, unsightly barnacles impeding the 
good ship’s progress ? 

The bigotry of the fanatic is hardly more con- 
temptible than the cautious selfishness of the man 
who silently enjoys the sweet air of freedom while 
thousands of his brethren sicken in the dungeons of 
superstition, and he too miserably mean to contrib- 
ute even $1 to secure their deliverance. 

GRAND JUBILEE AT NOOKSAOK OROSSING, WHATOOM COUNTY. 

Our ever-vigilant and efficient co-worker, Vice- 
President D. E. Rice, the little giant Infidel of What- 
com county, determined to impress the victory won 
by abolishing religious exercises in the public school 
at Nooksack Crossing by lectures and a grand fenti- 
val. So Mrs. Reynolds was engaged to deliver lect- 
ures on “Sunday Laws” and “The Bible in Our Pub- 
lic Schools,” thus increasing the interest and enforcing 
attention to the justice of our demands on these two 
great and important issues. The lectures were well 
attended and received with eager interest. 

After the second lecture (Friday evening, August 
7th), there was a grand ball and supper ; forty tick- 
ets at $125 each were sold. This was the largest 
and most enjoyable festival ever held in that district. 
The sumptuous supper was prepared and presided 
over by those queens of the cuisine, Mrs. D. E. and 
Miss Jessie Rice. In that section of the country all 
eulogy of the supper is superfluous, for once it is 
announced that they will attend to the refreshment 
department and excellence and abundance are a fore- 
gone conclusion. 

The music was A No. 1, furnished by the Ten- 
mile String Band. Dancing was continued with 
unabated fervor till broad daylight; not by the light 
of the moon, but in the full effulgence of old Sol’s 
bright smiles, “the boys went home with the girls in 
the morning.” 

It was a wonderfully enjoyable time. Old and 
young, all were happy. Even the most rabid bigots 
admitted it was a brilliant success, unequaled ever 
‘before in that section. One good lady declared 
“ them Infiddlers allers get the best on it, especially 
when that old Infiddle Rice takes the management. 
Never knew him fail in anything he sot his mind on. 
Easy enough to account for if. The devil is always 
good to his own.” 

“Mao,” the generous, jovial ferryman, one of the 
kindest-hearted but most outspoken and fearless 
Liberals of the state, donated over $20 worth of ferry 
tolls to those attending the lectures from the other 
side of the Nooksesk river. 

LEOTURES AND DEBATE AT SUMAS OITY. 

Sumas City is a very rapidly growing incorporated 
city, situated in a rich and fertil valley on the inter- 
national boundary line, already the terminus of four 
great railroads and more to follow, settled with 
public-spirited, energetic, intelligent people; a live 
town; wide-awake, enterprising merchants; two 
newspapers—one, the International Vidette, admi- 
rably edited, a nineteeuth-century paper fully up to 
to the times, a worthy representativ of the flourish- 
ing young city. 

Under the management of that bright young 
business man and genuin Liberal, J. E. Leader, 
arrangements were made for two lectures by Mrs. 
Reynolds, which awoke very great interest and a 
discussion between Rev. E. H. Carman and myself. 

The following editorial will best tell the story of 
the debate: 


The debate on Monday night between C. B. Reynolds, of 
Seattle, and Rev. E. H. Carman, of Nooksack, called out 
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the largest crowd the hall has ever held. All came expect- 
ing to hear something interesting and all went home satisfied 
that they had heard it. The subject of discussion was, 
Resolved, That there ig a standard of truth in the world 
apart from the Bible, Mr. Reynolds taking the affirmativ 
and Mr. Carman the negativ. The most kindly feeling was 
evinced by both gentlemen, each extending to the other 
every courtesy of parliamentary usage in debates. 

"Mr. Carman stated in substance that he was not there for 
the purpose of substantiating the truth of the Bible, but 
called upon his learned opponent to show that a standard of 
truth existed in the world apart from the Bible and on this 
point virtually rested his case. Mr. Reynolds then called 
the attention of the audience to the unchangeable laws of 
nature, and in a beautiful word-picture likened them to the 
sturdy oak, unchangéable in all things, and casting from it 
each year its dead leaves, as old, lifeless, and exploded creeds 
are cast aside by the march of reason, education, and 
civilization. 

In showing that the Bible was in no way a standard of 
truth, Mr. Reynolds called the attention of the audience to 
the fact (cffering to produce evidence from the Bible itself) 
that no crime was ever committed by man that has not been 
indorsed and justified by the God of holy writ. 

Mr. Carman in reply stated that the laws of nature were 
more harsh and unjust than those laid down in the Bible, 
using as an illustration of their inexorable harshness the loss 
of a ship at sea that carried down to a watery grave innocent 
men, women, and children. He also illustrated the same 
point by referring to the cyclone that sweeps over vast dis- 
tricts, carrying death and destruction in ita path; that no 
relief is given by the God of nature. 

Mr. Reynolds asked when he came to reply to this argu- 
ment where was the God of revelation when the ship was 
tossed on the mighty deep, and when the waves dashed over 
the sinking wreck, and loving Christian parents, brothers, 
and sisters on the shore were praying to the Christian God 
for the loved ones on the deep, and claimed that if the Bible 
were true their God would hear and answer their prayers 
and in the moment of their supreme distress come to their 
relief. He did not claim that the laws of nature could be 
averted, but claimed they were fixed and unchangeable, and 
if they were violated punishment, crime, and death is the 
inevitable result. That their laws are proclaimed in the 
trees of the forests, in the babbling brook, the shining stars, 
and rock and earth, and that from these we are taught to 
advance and promote the happiness of others, and by so 
doing we secure our own happiness on this earth, and pro- 
cure for ourselvs a crown of glory in eternity, if eternity 
there be. 

Mr. Reynolds was frequently interrupted by applause and 
all evinced a hearty appreciation of the díscussion.—Znter- 
national Vidette, Aug. 13, 1891. 

O. B. Rryyxoxps, See. Wash. Sec. Union. 

Fremont, Wash. 


With the Workers for Qui Cause. 


News and Notes. 

The first place I strike on my route from the East 
to the West is Linesville Pa. For many years the 
fires of Freethought hav been blazing here. It has 
been quite a center for Liberalism. A number of 
the old guard hav gone away to different parts of 
the country—but enough remain to keep the hearth- 
fire of freedom alive. D. O. Thayer, nearly ninety 
years of age, has still the generous enthusiaem of 
youth. He is in the front rank. Comrade Wallace 
also joins in. Mr. Baldwin, of Liberal, Mo., whose 
name is indissolubly linked with the old-time cam- 
paigns cf the past—a redoubtable lesder— was 
fortunately present with the same good cheer as 
ever. I gave one lecture at Linesville on the 
“Religious Conspiracy, and the attendance was 
fair. It was ® pleasure to greet the stanch sup- 
porters of Freethought here, who hav made the 
name of Linesville so renowned in the Liberal ranks. 

On Friday, August 14th, A. Brooks, of the 
veteran corps, who has been a subscriber of the 
Investigator for more than a quarter of a century, 
takes me with his own team in the bright sunshine 
of this summer’s day to Andover, O., across the line 
ten miles distant. By railroad one must travel 
about thirty miles to reach the same point, via 
Jamestown, or *Jimtown," as they call it in this 
section, a somewhat gloomy orthodox place I under- 

stand. Just before reaching Andover we make a 
call on the Liberal household of E. D. Fenkell, 
where Tuz: Trova Szexer sheds its genial rays. 

Andover is a pretty and quiet village. Mr. J. W. 
Roberts takes care of us at this point. There are 
only a few outspoken Liberals here, but the churches 
do not prosper. In fact, there is a general indiffer- 
ence. Not a great many were at the lecture, but I 
hav faith that something will be accomplished in the 
future. Mr. Roberts and family were born into the 
Liberal ranks, and giv cordial welcome and help to 
the Secular pilgrim, and so hope still shines on the 
toilsome path. 

Saturday morning, August 15 ih, I take the train 
for Farmdale, about ten miles off. Here I feel at 
home. No church spires are in sight, but Root’s 
Hall illuminates the way. I enjoy the hospitality of 
Henry Root and family. Saturday evening I lecture 
at Gustavus. Not quite so many are present as at 
the first lecture, for this reason, the churches had 


come together and passed a resolution that their 
members had better stay awey, and one church 
declared excommunication against those who did 
attend the lecture. But the flag flies still, and Gus- 
tavus is in the ranks of progress. Oomrades Barber, 
Smith, Shelden, Shipman, and Forbes will keep 
things on the move. ; 

Sunday &fternoon and Sunday evening I lecture 
at Root’s Hall to full houses. The audience is quite 
representativ. Friends from a distance are present 
—the Brockways, whose name is well known in the 
Liberal world, the Thompsons and Oall from the 


“Ridges,” J. W. Roberts and family from Andover, 


and Robert Brown and Richard Webb, who hail 
from Sodom, O., close by Church Hill, a somewhat 
luminous association. Our friends came from 
Sodom on purpose to hear the lecture, and I shali 
return the compliment next year and lecture at 
Sodom or rather at the neighboring railroad station, 
Hubbard, where Romeburg, I believe, has broken 
ground. Sodom is the name of the post-office. Ido 
not know whether Lot’s wife is anywhere in the 
vicinity or not, but I reckon there is plenty of “the 
salt of the earth.” l l 

The Henrys, as usual, furnished excellent music for 
the meetings. They put the soul of Liberalism into 
the beautiful strains. 

I was pleased to meet with J. S. Pelton, of Burg 
Hill, O., and hav a cordial invitation to lecture there 
on my next round. : 

The Ghristians of Orangeville, O., put their heads 
together, and no hall or place of meeting could be 
had for love or money, and so I was obliged to 
forego the pleasure of meeting our Liberal friends 
there. 

I cannot enumerate all the troops of friends I met 
at Farmdale and vicinity. I feel sure that Free- 
thought has come to stay in this handsome little vil- 
lage. I hav a glimpse of Chicago Liberals as I psss 
through—E. A. Sievens and family, Mr. and Mrs. 
A. D. O'Neil, Mr. and Mrs. George L. Robertson, 
Dr. Bishop, Mrs. Hewitt, and others. I had a couple 
of holidays, and went to the races. It was delightful 
to see the horses spin around the vast circle. Mag- 
nificent animals they sre. When they reach the 
home-stretch ten thousand. people watch the flying 
feet, and thunderous applause greets the successful 
racer. It is a moment of splendid excitement, and 
the swift steeds partake of the exhilarating joy. 

Dr. Bishop has enrolled himself in the ranks of 
Tur Terora SEER. He rather thinks that I will some 
day see the truth of Spiritualism. He himself has 
experienced many interesting phates of the “occult 
power.” Iam willing to learn, but I expect I was 
born to be upon the “other side.” I am pretty sure 
that the doctor could eure my body, but I am not so 
sure that he could change my mind. 

From Chicago I come on to Minneapolis, and 
arrive there Sunday afternoon. I lecture in the 
evening to a fair audience. Evidently, there is a large 
Liberal element in Minneapolis. S. G. Cooper, of 
Tun Truta Sezxer ranks, contributes to our work 
here. J. H. Heisser, of the Liberal Publishing 
Company of Minneapolis, is helping to spread the 
light with Liberal sermons, ete. 

Monday I make a visit with Mr. John Maddock and 
Ohas. Lownd to Pillsbury's big mill, and it is a mar- 
vel of magnificent and enormous machinery. It ir 
the largest mill in the world, and from top to bottom 
everything moves like clockwork, as if the machine: 
themselvs were endowed with thought. It was s 
great thing when, twenty years ago, Pillsbury buil: 
a mill with a capacity of two hundred barrels per 
day. But this mil] produces 7,000 barrels in the 
same time. Think of 7,000 barrela of flour coming 
every day from this gigantic structure that towerr 
to the skies! When I think of the old grist-mill by 
the little stream, working patiently day by day, 
among the hills and staid people of New England, 
I am astonished when I behold these shining ranks 
on ranks of glittering and busy wheels that 
from the teeming fields of earth, with accurate mo 
tion, make the snow-white flour, almost like cloud 
on a summer sky, float forth in radiant splendor. It 
is a display of human genius that makes poetical the 
march of progress. It might, indeed, be called the 
“Highth wonder of the world,” this stony palace of 
industry called“ Mil A.” It grinds 9 500,000 
bushels of wheat yearly. There are besides this mill 
four other mills of the Pillsbury-Washburn Oo., the 


daily capacity of which, with Mill A, is 14,000 bar-| 


rela. Three hundred orrs are required daily to take 
wheat into and flour out cf these five great mille, and 
they could feed two cities as lerge as New York. 
Charlie Pillsbury, as they call him, because they all like 
him, is a“ captain of industry,” and has been a notable 
factor in the growth of this wonderful city. He 
givs to all his employees a per centage of the 
profits made, and is both generous and jast in the 
management. of his prodigious enterprises. I re- 
member him as a “Dartmouth boy,” thirty years 
ago, and so this vast metropolis, so new, amazing, 
and splendid in its advance, is mingled with mem- 
ories of sweet New England, its green fields and 
mighty hills, and the classic shades where dreamy 
and exultant youth quaffed the fountains of knowl- 
edge. Well, the reality, after all, in the dust and. 
turmoil of years, has something of romance. 


Monday evening I visit Si. Paul, and enjoy the 
hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. John Monroe and Wm. 
Rodger, who are stanch Liberals. Rodger does a 
business of three hundred thousand dollars a year, 
steam-heating, eto., and the churches patronize him, 
and the Oatholic institutions, who need a little 
warmth in this world whatever they may desire for 
the next—and yet he is a pronounced Infidel. Iiis 
found, however, that he does good work, and Ohris- 
tians appreciate this, and are willing to pay and ask 
no questions as to one's creed. : 

Tuesday I go south to Waterville, about sixty 
miles from Minneapolis. I find a splendid com- 
pany of Liberals here. I giv three lectures. The 
opera-house is filled every night, and on the last 
night, Thursday, August 27:h, every seat is occupied, 
alihough the churches hav two meetings in oppo- 
sition. However, several ministers attend the leot- 
ures. Geo. H. Dawes and Remsburg hav been 
here before and sown the seed, and the harvest is 
coming. On Wednesday evening, at my second 
lecture, Dr. Edgar Cowles sided me witha delightfal 
recitation of Ingersoil’s beautiful prose poem, 
* Life,” whioh was received by the audience with rapt 
attention. N 

George R. Cowles is our wheel-horse at Water- 
ville. It was by his decided efforts that the lectures 
were given, and that such success attended them. 
However, he is not alone. The Brossards, Durand, 
Alexander Hunt, Chubb and Aldrich of Morristown, 
and others aided generously in the campaign. 
Waterville hes about 1 200 inhabitants. There is a 
beautiful country about it, forest, fiald, and shining 
lakes. There are factories established, sud Water- 
ville promises to be a thriving place. 

I certainly hav not had a more delightful time 
than here. Liberalism is in the air, and moves on to 
triumph. bo E 

I return to Minneapolis on Friday, August 28 ih, 
under the guidance of Chas. Lownd aud Leroy Ber. 
rier. I hava trip about the city, view its elegant 
streets, vast business blocks, drive over its boule- 
vards, behold its pavilions, parks, lakes, with magnit- 
icent prospects. I watch the operation of the 
prodigious lumber mills, which like huge leviathans 
toil and thunder with a kind of startling intelligence, - 
dragging the logs from the river, which, almost with- 
out the touch of a human hand, ara made into smooth 
boards and ready for transportation within five 
minutes after tumbling from the waters. 

Friday night I spend at the rural home of John 
Maddock, within the city limits but quiet and re- 
tired as if in the bosom of the country. Mr. Mad. 
dock is an enthusiastic philosopher, and his writings 
in the Open Court are well known. Ha bolieves 
in the gospel of evolution. He has bsen in almost 
every part of the world. He has studied nature and 
humanity from many points of observation. He 
has no faith in religion. He has a pleasant family, 
wife and children, and my stay in his home was 
most enjoyable. Life, however, is mingled with 
death. Oaly a few months ago his daughter N allie, 
aged fourteen years, died, a bright and beautiful 
child, & lover of flowers and music, in whom was the 
spirit of youth and joy. All loved her, and her loss 
is deeply felt, but sorrow is crowned with memory’s 
besuty, and death becomes a soft and tender light. 
Uaforgotten is her buoyant enthusiasm, her voice of 
song, her generous and noble disposition. 

I lecture on Sunday afternoon at St. Paul, at New 
Market Hall. Ido not hava large audience, but I 
do hav a most appreciativ one. I believe that 
Liberalism can maintain a commanding position in 
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this city. It has some stanch supporters, who are | and that there was no better man inthe world than 


willing to do pioneer service. 

In the evening Century Hall at Minneapolis pre- 
sents s larger audience than on the previous Sunday. 
Good reports of the lectures are published in the 
Minneapolis and Si. Paul papers. On the whole, 

the Liberal outlook is encouraging. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Bennett entertain me at their 
home on Saturday and Sunday. Mr. Bennett has 
been in this country ever since 1853. He haa wit- 
nessed the beginning and growth of Minneapolis. 
He has always been a Liberal, and is not afraid to 
aay BO. 

Leroy Berrier, chairman of our meetings, is an 
able and pronounced Radical. He was formerly in 
the Uniterian church, but did not find that suffi- 
ciently broad for his intellectual sympathies. He 
accepts the universe of facis. In many ways, in 
liberary and sociable clubs, he is exercising an edu- 

' eational influence upon the scholars and thinkers of 
this plece, and bringing them to the front of reform. 
I was pleased to meat with Geo. Davis, who does e 
good deal of thinking on his own account, and has 
written an excellent article on the origin of life. 

I must thank Mr. Cherles Lownd and Frank W. 
Greaves and brother for their assistance in the work 
here, and cordial greetings. 

Rav. Mr. Sample of the Universalist church and 
Rev. Mr. Simmong of the Unitarian church are 
scholarly and Liberal men, and some of their ser- 
mons touch the key-note of advanced thought. 
Essentially they are with Liberalism. They are 
almost free from theology and stand for Liberty. 

There is a broad ‘outlook every ‘way at Minne- 
apolis and Si. Paul. I hav met many friends, and 
I bav bright hopes of future work here and in the 
vicinity. 

I was fortunate to meet Viotor G. Pickett, of 
Albert Lea, a young and earnest Liberal, and on my 
next trip arrangements will ba made for lectures at 
Albert Les. 

J. F. Macomber watches the stars, and believes 
that in their bright beams he can read the tangled 
destinies of man, but he is clear-headed for this 
world and standa by the Secular flag. 


I visited the Exposition on Saturday night. P 


Thera is a wonderful display of the riches of the 
Northwest, its bounteous harvests, mingled with 
the splendors of art, the unique remains of the cliff- 
dwellers in ancient and melancholy state, and vast 
and various exhibitions beautiful and glowing in the 
brilliant light, with the animated strains of the 
renowned Mexican band. Samorn P. PursAM. 
Minneapolis, Minn., Aug. 31, 1891. 
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Jordan Is a Hard Road to Travel. 


Among the numerous and uncertsin paths and 
guides encountered by a traveler bound for the New 
Jerusalem, what is more natural than that he should 
get lost? 

Having been misdirected by guide-boards, fooled 
by clerks and ticket agents, deceived by conductors 
and lying prophets, and humbugged by the superin- 
tendent himself, fortunate indeed is he who does not 
fall by the wayside and perish in despair. 

To all who contemplate starting upon a journey to 
this promised city we extend & warning, which may 
well be used as a preface to fhe guide-books, and 
remembered especially when following any of the 
guides. 

Mayor Jehovah, who is algo superintendent of all 
roads leading to this desirable metropolis, has him- 
self followed the guide business to some extent, but 
owing to his mirthful nature and his great love of 
practical jokes, has proved himself not only a very 
unprofitable guide, but a very tricky one. 

We base this conclusion upon the unquestioned 
testimony of those who hav followed him part way 
on the road, as well as upon the confessions of the 
mayor himself. 

He plagued old Pharaoh in numerous ways for a 
long time, until he got tired of that kind of fun; 
then he started off with a party of the old king’s 
servants, whom he undertook to guide through the 
woods into a land which he promised to giv them, 
but after fooling with them for forty years, he got 
tired of that also. He did not giv them the land, 
and openly avowed his breach of promis (Nam. 
xiv. 34). 

Next, he got after Job, snd with the help of 
another fellow, worried the poor old man until he 
lost his head and asked them if they had not poured 
him out Jike milk and curdled him like a cheese 
(Job x, 10). A 

Was this because Job was bad? No. The mayor 
frankly admitted that ke was perfect and upright, 


be (Job ii, 3). 

No, it wes just for the fun that was in it, and they 
kept on until the poor fellow declared that he had 
escaped by the skin of his teeth (Job xix, 20), but 
10 sore that he cursed the day of his birth (Job 
ili). E 

Let the prospectiv excursionist ponder well over 
the trials and tribulations of Job and Jeremiah. 
Hear the latter's first wail upon discovering that he 
was being duped, as he cried: 

* Oh Lord God! Surely thou hast greatly deceived 
this people" (Jer. iv, 10). But, struggling on- 
ward with great effort, he soon finds that he is the 
victim of & new dodge, and comes out second best, 
and ones more he cries: “Oh Lord, thou hast de- 
ceived me, and I was deceived” (Jer. xx, 7). 

The poor fellow persevered, however, with consid- 
erable zeal and patience, notwithstanding the tricks 
that were played upon him, until they became too 
many for him. It was, no doubt, fun for the mayor, 
but not for Jerry, and his “dander” began to rise 
as he called ont: “Oh Lord, . I gat alone 
because of thy hand; for thou hast filled me with 
indignation, Why is my pain perpetual and my 
wound incurable, which refuseth to be healed? 
Wilt thou be eltogether unto me as a liar, and as 
waters that fail?” (Jer. xv, 17, 18). 

And did he reach the New Jerusalem? We do 
not know. Poor old Jerry did not hav a special 
train chartered for his benefit, but was evidently go- 
ing it afoot, trying to follow the lead of his tricky 
guide, and when lamenting over his troubles he 
Said: i ' 

* He hath led me and brought me into darkness, 
but not into light. Surely against me he is turned; 
he turncth his hand against me all the day. 

“My flesh and my skin ho hath made old. He 
bath broken my bones. 

„He hath builded against me end compsased me 
with gall end travail. 

* Ha hath set mein dark places, as they that be 
dead of old. 

“He hath hedged me about that I cannot get out, 
he hath made my chain heavy. 

“ Algo when I cry and shout, he shutteth out my 
prayer. ; 

“He hath inclosed my way with hewn stone, he 
hath made my paths crooked. 

* He was unto me as & bear lying in wait, and a 
lion in secret places. 

“He hath turned aside my ways and pulled me in 
ieces. He hath made me desolate. 

* Ho hath bent his bow, and set me as a mark for 
the arrow. He hath caused the arrows of his quiver 
to enter my veins. 

“I was a derision to all my 
all the day. 

“ He hath filled me with bitterness, he hath made 
me drunken with wormwood. 

„He hath siso broken my teeth with gravel-stones, 
he hath covered me with sshes. i 

“ And thou hast removed my soul far off from peace. 
I forgot prosperity. and I esid: My strength and 
my hope ia perished from the Lord” (Lam. iii, 2-18). 

And did he reach the promised city? Once more 
we do not know. To hav arrived there would hav 
been a small return for the tribulation he had suffered 
at the hands of his guide, but it seems most prob. 
ablo that he failed to get there, for his last words 
are a wail of despair : “ Wherefore didst thou forget 
us forever ? But thou hast utterly rejected 
us” (Lam. v, 20, 22). 

After & while business got too heavy for the su- 
perintendent to giv hia personal attention to all of it, 
so he had to get a lot of clerks to assist him. He 
called them prophets. These might possibly hav 
been of some use to travelers had they been left to 
themselvs, but that was not in accordance with the 
plans of the boss. He must hav some fun. Plague- 
ing to death, pouring Job out and churning hin, fir- 
ing gravel-stones at Jerry's teeth, and dumping 
ashes on him when he was not locking, did very well 
while they lasted, but something else was needed, so 
he got his prophets to work and the first thing he 
did was to put a lying spirit in all their mouthe (1 
Kings xxii, 23; 2 Chron. xviii, 22). Perhaps these 
prophets were honest and did not know that the 
superintendent was going to come such a game as 
that on them, much less did the poor unsuspecting 
travelers know if, and it got them into a good many 
bad scrapes. i 

The old fellow erjoyed this until he began to 
hanker after something new, when he owned up like 
a man that he had deceived the prophets, causing 
them to lie to the emigrants, who, consequently, 
missed their way (Ezek. xiv, 9). 

We are nearly through with the mayor, but having 
set out to warn prospectiv visitors to the New Jeru- 
salem sgainst these tricky, joke-loving guides, we 
cannot desist until we hav mentioned two more. 

Shortly after the mayor had confessed the pranks 
he had played, he took a fancy to a young girl, and 
well, it’s the old story. 

He was & precocious youvgster, born among the 
oxen, but that did not daunt him, for at the age of 


people and their song 


twelve years he got into a wrangle with a lot of 
doctors and convinced them that he knew & thing or 
two (Luke ii, 46). 

After that he had not much io say or to do for 
several years, but judging from what occurred later, 
he was using his time hatching schemes and plan- 
ning jokes, for he had said that he would follow his 
father's business (Luke ii, 49). 

He was a chip of the oid block, and like many 
other young bloods, was determined to outdo the 
old man at all hazards. 

When he started out as a guide, one of the first 
things he did was to get s dczen fishermen about 

him and show them the inside of his game, inform- 
ing them that the old man hed given him full swing 
(Matt. xxviii, 18; John iii, 35; v, 22), and that he 
was going to lesd all travelers over the best route to 
the promised city. He would show them ways that 
the old man never kney, and all who refused to fol- 
low his lead would get the worst of it in the end. 
` The old mayor had contenied himself with play- 
ing pranks upon all whom he undertook to guide, 
but the youngster got ahead of him in that, by de- 
claring that he would chuck them hesls over. head 
into a red-hot kettle of brimstone if they did not 
mind their eyes (Luke xii, 5), and without mention- 
ing the old men’s name, he gave him another rub by 
informing his foliowers that no man had ever yet 
reached the promised city (John iii, 13). 

Just how the old mayor relished this piece of pre- 
sumption on the part of his young hopeful, we are 
not informed, but no doubt he winked at ib; at any 
rate, he never raised any rumpus about if. 

We pass hastily over the career of this upstart as 
a guide. He kept his word by leading all travelers 
by a long roundabout way, although he said it was 
straight and narrow. He showed them many paths 
to be followed, many others to be avoided, all of 
which will be found in Tan Trurs Szzxzs of April 
19, 1890. 

He fooled them in every imaginable way, throwing 
them off the track whenever he could, and more than 
once privately confessed to the twelve that he was 
purposely misleading them, and had no intention of 
teking them to the New Jerusalem (Mark iv, 12; 
John xii, 40 ; Acts xxviii, 26, 27). Retribution finally 
overtook him, however, and he came to grief. 

A lot of travelers who preferred the lead of the 
old superintendent with all his tricks to that of the 
youngster, seized the latter and raised him on a pole 
after the manner in vogue with criminals at the time, 
after which they put him into a hole in the ground, 
from which he afterward escaped. But he did not 
undertake any more guiding, and did not hang 
around there very long. Recent experience had 
taught him that it was not safe, so he skedaddled off 
to his daddy. 

The next and last against whom we would warn 
you, although tricky enough, was not equal to the 
mayor or his gon, but he could lie with anyone. 

Part of the time he credited his lies to the mayor 
(2 Thess. ii, 11; 2 Tim. iii, 16), but generally took 
them all upon himself (2 Cor. xi, 17; xii, 16; Rom. 
ii, T). 

BÀ in spite of his tricks and lies, he has hada . 
much greater following than eitherof the otherr. 
But just what number hav reached their destination 
through his guidance, we are not informed. 

The worst is that we must believe everything 
these fellows tell us, although we know they often 
lie, or be chucked into the pot of brimstone. One 
says that popularity is a good thing (Eccl vii, 1; 
Prov. xxii, 1); another that it is a bad thing (Luke 
vi, 26). The fellow who does not believe both is an 
Infidel, while he who does believe both is &—well, 
we hav our opinion of him. : 

Weary traveler, beware. Many hav gone (as is 
supposed) to the new Jerusalem, but not one has 
ever returned. The way is even now infested by 
thousands of reverend and holy guides, who, like the 
msyor, are full of lies, but unlike him, are too dis- 
honest to own it. Beware of them. 

Locust Corner, O. Cus. O. Hays. 


— — tl B 


Leetures and Meetings. 


Ir is a long journey across the three great states of Iowa, 
Illinois, and Indiana, from Nebraska to Ohio—nearly seven 
hundred miles. Council Bluffs, Ia., is just across the 
Missouri river from Nebraska, and Ft. Wayne, Ind., is but 
a few miles from the western boundary of Ohio. Thursday 
night, August 27.h, J. E. Remsburg lectured in Council 
Bluffs, and on the following night in Ft. Wayne. He re- 
mained in Council Bluffs over an hcur after delivering his 
lecture and stopped nearly three hours in Chicago. 


S. P. Purnam’s lecture appointments for September and 
October are as follows : Colville, Wash., September 12th, 
19:b; Spangle, Wash., 15th; Rosalia, Wash., 16th, 17th; 
Oakesdale, Wash., 18th; Palouse City, Wash., 19th, 20th ; 
Pasco, Wash., 22d, 23d ; Nanaimo, B. C., 26th ; Wellington, 
B.C., 27th, 28th; Snohomish, Wash., 30th; Portland conven- 
tion, October 3d, 4th, 5th; Grant's Pass, 7th, 8th; San Fran- 
cisco, 11th. Will lecture in California through the months 
of October, November, December, and January, state con- 
vention January 29th. 
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Communications. 


Who is Responsible? 

In view of the vast amount of sorrow and suffering 
in life from various causes, known and unknown, that 
exist in the world, and that seem to exert a baneful 
influence not only on mankind but on all animal and 
vegetable life, may we not well ask the question, 
why is it? what is the cause? or from what does 
it emanate? E 

If, as we are taught and a majority of our people 
profess to believe, God doeth all things, and doeth 
all things well,” then the theory that “whatever is 
is right " must be true, because it cannot be refuted. 

Are we then to conclude that there is no wrong 
and that everything that causes sickness, sorrow, 
pain, and death is for the best, because it emanates 
from a creator infinitly wise and good? It cannot 
be otherwise if we admit that God does all things, 
and that he is infinit in all his attributes of omnis- 
cience, power, wisdom, and goodness. But our 

friends who claim the Bible to be God’s infallible, 
inspired word and law for the guidance of mankind, 
will say: Weare free moral agents. God created 
man perfect, but made him a responsible being ; 
while he made him with power to act as he chose, 
he told him what he should not do zs well as what 
he might do. 

* Aud the Lord God commanded the man ssying, 
Of every tree of the garden thou. mayest freely eat, 
but of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou 
shalt not eat of it; for in the day thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die.“ But our Bible readers will 
remember that at the time this command wes given, 
not to eat of the tree of knowledge, the woman, on 
whom the curse seems to hav fallen with most 
severity and who is generally considered most to 
blame, was not made; the rib had not yet been 
taken from Adam’s side and the flesh closed up, 
therefore she could not hav heard the command as 
originally given; and whether she had been informed 
of it privately, either by the Lord or Adam, or if 
she had any knowledge of it except that given by 
“the father of lisrg"—the serpent—when he said: 
“ Yen, hath God said, ye shall not eat of every tree 
in the garden, eic." we sre not informed. But we 
ara told thet “ahe saw the tree was good for food, 
aud that it was pleasant to the eyes and a tree to be 
desired to make one wise.” 

What wonder then that she should partake of it? 
God created the tree and its fruit, caused it to 
* appear pleasant and to be desired,” placed it in the 
midat of the garden where it would most attract the 
attention. And what for? Did he not know that 
it would be a source of temptation that they would 
not be able to resist? Of course he knew all this, if 
his infinit omniscience enabled him to see and know 
all things from before the beginning. Our Chris- 
tian friends will say this was done to teach mankind 
their responsibility, to teach them that, although free 
agents, there are penalties for violating express 
commands. 

This might be sound reasoning if applied to man 
as a creator, with sll bis imperfections and lack of 
omniscience and foreknowledge, but when applied to 
infinit deity, to whom all things are ever present, in 
whose sight all things are as one eternal now, it 
would seem he should hav done differently, because 
he knew what the result would be. 

If ; maker or creator does the best his knowledge 
or power enables him to do, no responsibility should 
rest if the outcome does not appear to be perfect, or 
as good as might be wished. But when a creator is 
infinit in all the attributes necessary to perfection, if 
there is anything wrong or imperfect the responsi- 
bility should rest with the suthor. 

In this view of the subject, if the Bible really is 
the inspired word of a good creator, its teachings 
should be perfect and harmonious, and all things, 
past, present, and future, be without fault or 
blemish ; in fact, the doeirin that “whatever is is 
right” should not be questioned. Then does it not 
behoove our Christian friends to stop talking and 
preaching against the crime, wrong, and sin of every 
kind that pervades and afflicts the world ? 

Our Ohristian clergy teach, and most of their 
followers believe, that the Bible is the bulwark 
of civilization; that were it not for the knowledge 
derived therefrom mankind would be in the lowest 
state of barbarism, but little above the brute. 

I remember often to hav heard that assertion in my 
childhood, but not as often in later years, because 
science has done and is doing much to remove the 
dark pall in which by the aid of priestersft, bigotry, 
and superstition the world has been so long enthralled. 

Yes, the clergy for their own selfish ends would 
hay us believe the Bible to be a perfect, infallible 
moral guide, but they must be allowed to explain and 
expound it. 
duction into our public schools as a text-book, not- 
withstanding it contains many passages so obscene 
that any other publication contsining similar lan- 
guage would not be allowed fo pass through the 
United States RllIs. CE 


A part of them would compel its intro. | 


I cannot accept the Bible as a true, wise, and, just 


book when we consider the account of the creation ; 
the fall; the flood ; God's chosen people, the Jews, 
and his dealings with them; the plan of redemption. 


to save all mankind, according to the answer 


given by Ohrist when asked the question, Lerd are 


there few that be saved?“ and he answered, Strait is 


the gate and narrow the way that leadeth to life and 


few there be that find it; while broad is the road 
that leadeth to destruction and many there be that 
go in thereat.” An t. 

Let us giv a few thoughts to this subject in view 
of the Bible as a text-book in our schools. 

We will suppose the teacher to commence with 
Genesis and go through as with other books. 

The legitimate teaching would be, that God 
created the world snd pronounced everything 
very good; that he placed the first pair of human be- 
ings in a fine place, told them that. everything was 
theirs for enjoyment except the fruit of one conspic- 
uous tree whose. fruit was very enticing—that was 
forbidden in order to teach them that although they 


were free agents they were responsible for their acts. 


. He knew before the first act of creation that they 
would not be able to withstand the temptation, and 
that “by Adam's fall we sinned all?’ that unhappi- 
ness in thie life and eternal punishment in a future 
existence would be the fate of a vast majority of the 
many millions that he would thrust into existence 
without their knowledge or consent, and then remove 
at his pleasure, the few to sing endless praises 
to him, and the many to wail eternally— where the 
smoke of their torment ascendeth forever and ever.” 
A God who could make and consummate such a plan 
could hardly be called wise and good. It would be 
the duty of each teacher to carry his pupils through 
the book snd teach them in like manner the whole 
story, or the many prodigious stories—bad as well 
as good, obscene as well as moral—and the final great 
failure to save, by giving the third part of deity as an 
atoning sacrifice to save all with the result that only 
a “few” escape eternal punishment. Can we 
imagin a greater and more terrible failure !! 

It does not mend the matter to say God provided 


s way by which all might be saved, because he knew 
before the beginning what the result would be, and 


as he had the power, if he were just and good, seeing, 


as with his omniscient eye he could, the great awful 


panorama of millions in hell he would hav said, 
“That is a bad picture; being infinit in power, I 
enn do better, and better it shall be." 

A little illustration of this principle of temptation 
and fall for teachers to giv their pupila may not be 
out of place. To carry out the simile, in the school- 
room should be placed a picture beautiful to look 
upon, buf containing the most deadly poison. Tell 
the pupils they might enjoy all but this; but that 
most beautiful enticing thing of all must not be 


looked upon, for in the day thou dost that thou 


shalt die. H 
And the teacher must know the command would 


not be obeyed ; a subtle emissary must also be pres- 
ent to tell them what the teacher said is not true, but 
looking on that picture would make them wise ; and 
as they are there to get wisdom, of course the picture 


would be noticed, before all else. Would such a 
theory be deemed wise? In view of this, is it not 
pertinent to ask, who is responsible? If that were 
the better way, then liquor-dealers, keepers of houses 
of ill fame, everything that tempts to vice and crime, 


should be encouraged. So that all may know they 
are free agents, and must resist everything that 


seems beautiful and good if they hav been told it is 


bad; if they do not, eternal torment is sure. 


Grattan, Mich., Aug. 28, 1891. Oonvirsz OLOSE, 


Money. 


I find a very interesting article in Tus Truru 


Szzxer of July 25th, by J. G. Hertwig, headed A 
Correct Silver Dollar.” 

He proposes to make silver coin, equal in value to 
the bullion of which it is composed. 

I criticise the article only as to the time of its ap- 
pearance. The first important thing, as it seems to 
me, is to devise a system of currency adapted to the 
use of distributing, on equal terme, all labor products 
to the actual workers who hav cooperated in creating 
them. It may be thought impertinent in me to say 
that I do not believe one person in a hundred, ex- 
cept scholars, clearly understands the correct appli- 
cation of the word money. 

I will giv a case to illustrate my meaning. A few 
years ago we had in circulation a silver coin, used as 
money, and ealled a trade dollar. On a certain day 
the papers reported that it had been demonetized, 
and the bullion could be sold at the mint for eighty- 
five cents for each coin. A friend of mine, before 
getting the news, went to the store for his supplies, 
and offered in payment what the people had always 
called money. He was told it was not money but 
only bullion. Flushed with surprise and indignation 
at such rude treatment (there were several persons 
present), he offered ninety cents apiece for all the 
crowd could furnish. It was not long after he had 


honght his silver bullion before he found out how 
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he had been deceived by the word money. The peo- 
ple had always been taught that the word implied a 
material substance. How can the government, they 
ask, coin it if itis not material? They don’t do it, 
they only say it, to pull wool over your eyes and 
mine. They coin silver, and it may lie in the mint, 
or out of it, forty years, without sustaining the rela- 
tion the word money implies. I will refer to Hebrew 
history to show how the word was used three thou- 
sand years ago. Ex. xxi, 21: If a man smite his 
servant with a rod and he die under his hand, he 
shall be punished, but if he continue a day or two, 
he shall not be punished, for he is his money." In 
discussing the question of money, slavery, bondage, 
ete. (synonymous terms), the institution itself must 
be dealt with, for without that monster, under some 
title, the relation of money or slavery could no more 
exist than the poison of a serpent after hia fangs 
were removed. Many years ago, when John Wesley 
said, American slavery is the sum of all villainies,” 
he denounced the same wicked institution that St. 
Paul did when he said, * The love of money is the 
root of all evil ;" and to-day, in our so-called land of 
liberty, we hav a system of wage-slavery that in 
some respects is worse than the old system of chattel 
slavery that the demands of an enlightened humanity 
called upon us to destroy. But I hav not yet come 
to the worst festure of the trade-dollar trick. There 
was said to be six million trade dollars in eireu - 
lation which the fiat of law had demonetized to 
six million pieces of bullion, worth eighty-five 
cents apiece, which could be sold st the mint on 
presentation. This was inconvenient for the com- 
mon people to do, and they sold them to speculat- 
ors on the same terms: When it was brought 
up, then it was reported that Congress again had 
uttered its fiat—not to coin money, that it could. 
not do—but to remonetize six million pieces. of silver 
coin, which it had previously both monetized and 
demonetized. This was done to allow the rich 
speculators to return it and receive one hundred 
cents for each full-weight legal silver dollar. Mind 
you, it is good sound money now in this stage of its 
plundering process. A year, more or less, had passed 
when report, true or false, uttered its voice again to 
the effect that Senator Stewart of Nevada had pub- 
liely announced that there was not one line of legal 
authority to sanction this public swindle, which took 
$900,000 trom the pockets of the poor and gave it 
to the rich. Whether this statement is true or not, 
the people were plundered by this transaction all the 
same; and who is responsible for it? 

The institution of money is the product of a bar- . 
barous age and people, when the normal state of 
society demanded that the few should hold the many 
in bondage on condition of treating them humanely 
if they obeyed their masters. But if the bondmen 
were rebellious, they could be killed outright by 
sanction of law, if the act was not performed foo 
suddenly. That condition of society has now poten- 
tially (not actually) passed away, and our chaos of 
social disorder comes almost entirely from our per- 
sistent: willingness to be governed and controled by 
the laws and institutions of an ignorant and barba- 
rous age and race. The time has passed for an 
enlightened and rational people to be any longer 
restrained from living and acting in accordance with 
the dictates of common sense, justice, and reason. 
With this conviction, the people, not only of our own 
nation, but throughout the civilized world, are in 
unison. 

It would be a very great step toward emancipating 
man from industrial bondage if the institution of 
money were abolished within free nations. It ia in 
order still among all barbarous nations, and will be 
until they can arise from a state of bondage to one 
of freedom, and as long as we are controled by their 
institutions we must be compelled to suffer their 
fate. 

Now let me giv my ideas of an institution whose 
practical working would meet the demands of the 
people of a free and enlightened nation. As it is 
self-evident that the life, health, and happiness of 
every man on earth depend upon the constant use 
of the natural elements, and that they can be pro- 
cured only by man’s labor, therefore, justice and 
reason demand that equal opportunities be given to 
every adult man to render equal service in the pro- 
duction of wealth, and equal compensation be ren- 
dered to every man for equal service given. Since 
the dawn of history the men of labor hav been con- 
troled by the men of leisure, and they were industri- 
ally related to each other as tyrant and slave, and 
the word money was the ideal symbol of that 
relation. i a 

Now let us hav a word to symbolize the idea of 
service for service among all men, on equal terms of 
compensation, and I propose the following word, 
Manri (man redeemed) This word is meant to 
characterize the industrial state or condition of free 
men, as the word money does the state or condition 
of bondmen. A 

Money—men who, with all the results of their 
labor, are held in bondage to a master. Manri—. . 
men redeemed, and absolpie owners pf all tha fenite 
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The word money to-day is meant to indicate only 
the current coin used as symbols, through which to 
accumulate the partially paid labor products of 
both wage and chattel slaves, and whoever owns a 
man's labor products, without giving him an equite- 
ble compensstion therefor, practically owns the man. 

I hav in part named the currency I propose, in 
TEN Trora Ssexer of January 34. Entire it is as 
follows: The word money implies dollars, dimes, 
cents, and mills. The word manri implies dolers, 
dimets, cenets, and milets. Se 

The word doler I use to signify one day’s labor. 
It is symbolized by a paper note similar in form toa 
one dollar note. A dimet signifies one-tenth of a 
day's labor, a cenet one-hundreth, and a milet one- 
thousandth of a day's labor, all in the form of paper 
notes suitably inscribed. Tee system of currency 
herein presented is intended to answer the demands 
of the people of a free nation in distributing wealth 
- among its actual producers. The symbo's called 
money are well adapted for international use in ex- 
changing home for foreign products, but for home 
use money symbols hav always held the people in 
bondage and always will. l 

Therefore I invite my friend Hertwig to cooperate 
with me in introducing a system of currency that 
will, on equal terms, distribute the nation’s wealth 
among the nation’s people who hav cooperated in its 
production ; and when under this condition of things 
wenlth should greatly accumulate in the hands of 
the people, then the spproved international currency 
would be in'order to use in trading with the barba- 
rians of Indis, and what we could not get of them in 
exchange for our commodities we might buy of them 
with our “correct” silver dollar. 

In the August Arena Mr. Hassell has contributed 
a very interesting article headed, The Independent 
Party, and Money at Oost.” Now, money always has 
and always must cost the perpetual bondage of the 
working people. Without bondage there could be 
no money. - Money and bondage both imply a condi- 
tion of slavery. |. — . Wn. U. Dame. 

Brentwood, L. T., N. Y., Aug. 31, 1891. 


world?” Ans. No, and never has been, but perhaps 
there will be. 

8 "Is gold, silver, copper, or any other matter, 
money before it is coined?” Ans. It is not called 
money before coinage, but no one will refuse to take 
5 1185 real value for a debt, or to exchange money 

or it. EE 

9. “If all countries were to abolish the law making 
metal money and substitute some other matter, with- 
out changing the quantity, what effect would it hav 
on the business of the country?” Ans. Then gold 
and silver would be used in the form of bars, blocke, 
or plates as a medium of exchange, and would be 
valued by the ounce, grain, or gram. Dsbts would 
be made payable with a certain quantity of gold, 
silver, wheat, or some other commodity. And if the 
government should provide that chips of leather, 
weighing 4123 grains, should be called dollars and 
should be ;egal tender for a debt, these would just 
pass for their value in making heel taps, buttons, 
washers, ete. 5 

10. “ What is meant by intrinsic value?" Ans. 
The intrinsic value of a metal coin is what the 
metal is worth as material for watches, etc., plus 
the cost. of coinage when it is wanted for money. 

he intrinsic value of a leather dollar is what the 
leather is worth as material for heel taps, buttons, 
etc., plus the cost of stamping when wanted as 
money. ; 

: 11. “ Hav gold and silver a greater intrinsic value 
than other metals?” Ans. Who would swap a gold- 
cased watch for a brass-cased? Who would swap a 
silver spoon for an iron one? peo vo 

:12. * What reasons are there for using gold and 
silver for money?” Aus. They are coinable ; they do 
not rust and are durable. They bav a high intrinsic 
value, so that in them we hav much value connected 
with little bulk and weight.- i ade 

: 18. “ If metal money is necessary, why not some 
other metal just as well?“ Ans. Iron ia worth about 
three cents & pound. Who would want to carry s 
pound of iron to the bakery fo pay for a loaf of 
bread? What baker would want. to keep a warehouse 
to store bis- iron in? 

: 14. “ What is the value of a gold or silver dollar?“ 
Avus. Ib is worth one hundred cents of the same 
money. It has no fixed value in regard to anything 
except other denominations of the same money. In 
regard to everything else it has only a relativ value 
which is always changing. 

' 15. “In buying a horse or other property, using 
gold or silver coin, what does the selling party get 
for his property?” Ans. Just as many dollars as 
he can induce the other party to giv him. 

16. “Is the value of gold, silver, or copper coin 
established by law?" Ans. No more than the value 
of a bushel of wheat or an acre of land is established 

law, except when the law makes a dollar a legal 
tender for a debt which was contracted to be paid 
with a dollar of greater value. In that case the 
law increases the debt-paying capacity of the dollar 
without increasing its purchase capacity. This is 
robbing the creditor by law and giving to the 
debtor. 

: 17. Already answered. 

18. “ Has not the value of gold changed more than 
any other metal?” Ans. I think not. The value of 

‘old took a tumble when Pizerro conquered Peru, 
sad when the placer diggings were discovered in- 
California. . 

For a while gold was the only cheap thing in 
California. It took $1 to pay for a pound of flour, 
and $5 to pay for a meal's victuals. As I hav said 
before, the value of gold is only a relativ value, 
regulated by the law of supply and demand. An in- 
crease or decrease in the supply and demand of 
either the gold or any other commodity will change 
their relativ values. 

; 19. “If the silver dollar, 4121 grains, had taken 


upon the respiratory interests of those countries. It 
is either flowing into a monetary vacuum, or it is mak- 
ing one behind it which gravitation will bring it 
back to. MS i 
24. “ Where do governments derive their power 
to coin money, and seb thereon s value?” Ans. 
They derive their power to coin money from the 
people, but if government ever has the power to set 
a value on money it will hav to get that power from 
the devil. ena n 
The Constitution of the United States says that 
Congress shall hav power to coin money and regu- 
late the value thereof. Now, Congress can only 
regulate the value of money by regulating ihe 
supply and demand, and by prescribing the quantity 
and quality of metals to be put into coins. : 
: P. F. Suvuaxzs. 


Flat Creek, La., Aug. 19, 291.. 
— — B e l 
Equal Rights. g 

I doubt whether there is to be found a man in & thousand 
just like mine; in three months Mr. A. has given into my 
hands just seventy-five cents, and he is considered a well- 
to-do man, but bears the name of ciose. "Mns. A. 
Men are what we mothers hav made them. So 
long as we bring up our boys to think father is the 
head, father must be deferred to before mother ; and... 
while mother herself cringes before father’s will, just 
80 long will these boys domineer over mother, sister, 
and wife. Solong as mothers call themeelvs, and all 
they hav, father’s property, just so long will the sons 
db the same and feel the same when they marry. . 

Power creates tyrante. . : 

: Most men feel generous and kind if they dole out 

joney when the wife asks for it. They never realize 
bp hard it is to ask. They forget the purse is 

utual property, or that there should be two equal 

rges. . i 2 
š The husband says, “Buy what you want and I will 
foot the bills.” . 

How would he like it to hav his wine, cigar, and 
tobacco bills footed by her? Or his other little pri- 
vate spendings submitted to her criticism ? E 

„One man in a thousand!“ If I should judge 
from what I hav known, seen, and experienced, I 
should say ninety-nine out of a hundred were just. 
Pini after Mrs. A.’s husband as regards money 


Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. 


Money and the mechanism of exchange is a science 
with principles just as fixed and definit as the rules 
of arithmetic. But this seience has never been 
taught in our schools, and since it has become a sub- 
ject of public agitation the ignorance of the people 
and their would-be leaders in this science is simply 
astonishing. Oolone! Ingersoll saw the people run- 
ning after candle flies, and he threw his headlight 
upon the field, whion obscured the light of the candle- 
flies, Now they are buzzing like mad hornets and 
trying to lead the people with noise, as they cannot 
show their lights. 

SOME MONEY QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 


On page 503, in Taz Trora Szzxer of August 8:h, 
under the head of Cash,“ Mr. W. P. Brooks put 
a series of questions io Mr. J. G. Hertwig, which I 
desire to answer, expecting Mr. Hertwig’s response 
to precede mine by ove or two weeks. 

MONEY CATEOHISM 

1. What is money?" Ans. Ooined metal. The 
government stamp upon & coin is a voucher for the 
quantity and quality of the metal contained in the. 
coin. If individuals and private corporations were. 
allowed to coin money we would get short weights 
and adulterated goods. This is why governments 
do the coinage. 

2. “Is money acrestion of law?” Aus. In the same 
sense that a gunboat is a creation of law when 
the law prescribes her dimensions and plan of 
construction. 

3. “Ie it money outside of the limits of the gov- 
ernment that created it?“ Ans. The different na- 
tions hav different names for their coins and money 
units, and these different coins are made of different 
quantities and qualities of metal. The people of 
each nation fix the prices of their property in their 
own money units, and their evidences of debt are 
made payable in their own coin. Arithmetical calcu- 
lations are required to determin the value of a debt 
or a piece of property in a different kind of money. 
And one kind of money cannot be a legal tender for 
a debt which was contracted to be paid with another 
kind of money. The value of any coin in a foreign 
country is the intrinsic bullion value of the metal 
plus the cost of coinage, minus the cost of transport- 
ing it back to its nativity. 

4. “Did any nation ever use the money of another 
nation as lawful money?” Ans. If any nation ever 
compelled, by lew, its citizens to receive foreign 
money in payment of debis which were contracted 
to be paid in domestic money, it usurped the author- 
ity which does not belong to government and 
wronged its citizens or subjects. 

5. "If metal money is aot money outside of the 
country that makes it, what is it?“ Ans. A com- 
modity, just like ber iron, axes, and hoes. - 

6. “Does the rule apply to all countries?” Aus. 


ga. 

Now and then the wife holds the purse, but he 
usually knows where each dollar goes, and thin ks 
himself generous in letting her deal it out, even al- 
though he is fully conscious she can buy far more 
economically for the house than he cen. 

He will sell her favorit riding-horse or milk cow 
and she may whistle for her rights, but she cannot 
even sell a pig without consulting him. “He can 
mortgage and sell all but the bare land and she has 
no right to stay the sale, and he can sell the home. 
also, and, by ten thousand ways a man knows only 
too well how to enforce, can compel her to sign 
away even the few rights she has. Uv 

‘ How long shall these things be? 

Only so long as mothers allow them to be. 
Wake up one and all and win your rights: - 
Equality only waits on our demands. . . 

. We are the teachers. f 

We mold the men—let us build then for equality 
And it is ours. 


Aunt ELMINA. 


Tur formation of a moral philosophy is usually 
the first step of the decadence of religions. 
Theology, then ceasing to be the groundwork of 
poe sinks into a secondary position and the 
ain source of its power is destroyed. In the 
religions of Greece and Rome this separation be- 
tween the two parts of religious systems was carried 
só far, that the inculcation of morality at last 
devolved avowedly and exclusivly upon the philoso- 
1. phers, while the priests were wholly occupied with 
its former place as money, wiy is it called the | sdothsaying and expiations. In the next place, any 
seventy-nine-cent dollar?” Ans. Because 4123 grains | historical faith, as it is interpreted by fallible men, 
of coined silver is now only equal in value to seventy- | will contain some legends or doctrins that aro con- 
nine cents of coined gold. trary to our sense of right. For our highest con- 
, 20. ' Why were all the smaller silver coins made | cbption of the deity is moral excellence, and conse- 
seven per cent light?” Ans. Because the cost of coin- quently men always embody their standard of 
age was relativly higher, to make the bullion value of | perfection in their religious doetrins; and as that 
the metal in ten dimes, plus the cost of coinage equal | standard is at first extremely imperfect and confused, 
the value of the metal in a dollar plus the cost of | the early doctrins will exhibit a corresponding im- 
coinage. perfection. These doctrins being stereotyped in 
21. Why were they deprived of their legal received formularies for a time seriously obstruct 
tender quality for all sums over $5?" Ans. To keep | the moral development of society, but at last the 
s debtor from catching his creditor away from home opposition to them becomes so strong that they 
without a cart or dray or meal-sack, and offering | must giv way: they are then either violently sub- 
him a legal tender which he could not emery home | verted or permitted to become gradually obsolete. — 
at one load. Lecky. 
22. * What is the relativ effect in trade upon the| - TT : 
rich and the poor by the use of these light-weight| Tun only fair tribunal to which can be referred 
the claim of Obristianity to be the one divinely- 


coins, which are not a full legal fender?” Ans. The Obri 1 A 

rich man gets more of them than he can climb | revealed religion, is the great and increasing body 

Jacob's ladder with; the poor are never overloaded | of men, who, in all civilized lands, are devoting their 

with them. lives to the study of the facts of nature and society 
23. What effect will the drain of gold from one and the critical research of the records of each in 

country t another bav upon the productiv interests | past ages. Christianity, as God's sole truth, must 

stand or fall by its accord with the facts which are 


of thoge countries?” Ans. Just the same effect that i 8 
s purrent of air from pne eouniry to another bas] scientificslly entsbliehed.—-4dams, 


—— . aama 


Yes. 
T, Is there any such thing as a money of the | 


Ye 
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Theosophy in a Farewell Address to Secularists. 


According to cable reports Mrs. Annie Besant ha: 
delivered a farewell address to the Seculsrists cf 
Eogland, but so far only one of ber important state 
ments bas been sent over the wire. We shall get 
the remainder of ber sddress probably in the Free- 
thought papers, ss whatever Mre. Besant might say 
in s speech of this character is of great importance 
to Freethinkers everywhere. 

The one item sent by wire touches Theosophy in it 
most wonderful pbsee, and bas attracted unwonted 
attention because of Mre. B-sant’s reputation fer 
“hardheadedness,” as the reporter puts it. The 
statement is that since the death of Madam Blevatsk: 
she, Mra. Berant, bes received several spiritual com 
munications from that person, written in her ow: 
handwriting without the aid of spy human being 
Another person now in tbe flesh bes also, she 
declared, been similarly favored. Mrs. Bean 
declined to say bow the messages reached her or t 
describe their mske-up or contents. She explainec 
this reticence by the statement that she was swor: 
to gecresy. and would never betray the corfidene: 
repored in her. Moreover, if the mesns of commu 
nication was revealed it might be used for bad pur 
poses. She wss vreble ss yet to commune full: 
with the masters, ss Medsm Blavateky could, bu‘ 
her knowledge was increasing. Mrs. Besant, ib: 
dispatch adds, seems to be in the highest healt} 
and the most normal of spirits. “There is nothing 
in her appearance or warner to indieste an over 
wrought imagination or a diseased condition of body 
or mind.” 

When we reflect upon what such a statemen! 
means it is not surprising that it attracts unwontec 
attention. As one interpreter of Theosophical phe. 
nomena states it, it means that there now exist ir 
the remotest recesses of Thibet certain strange 
human beings, Mahatmas, who, by long continuance 
in meditation and certain pious prectices, bav over- 
come the ordinary ailments and limitations of mer, 
hsv conquered death snd time, svd bav acquired a 
unique and marvelous mastery of secret forces of 
the universe whereby life bas become a perpetua! 
miracle. It means that these beings, like ourselves 
and yet not of us, hav succeeded in communicating 
with Mrs. Annie Besant, in writing letters snd send- 
ing them to her by celestial post, quicker than light- 
ning, so that in a moment they travel from Thibet to 
London and fall softly as snowflakes from the 
ceiling. 

In the third volume of his “Truth Seeker Arcund 
the World,” D. M. Bennett tells us that Madam 
Blavatsky was “entirely in repport snd recognition 
with these ‘astral brothers’” or Mabatmas, and that 
t was to be nearer the fountsin-hesd of this occult 


fraternity that Madam Biavatsky and Colonel O:cott 
removed from New York to India. She passed seven 
years among the mountains of Thibet, and wae, Mr. 
Bennett says, taken in charge, to some extent at 
least, by these obseure Brothers, end was regarded 
by them with special favor. She could place herself 
in communication with them at will and could call 
upon them for advice in case of necessity. In A. P. 
Sinnett’s “ Occult World” are related many mervelous 
instances of such communication, and Mr. Bannett 
relates one thing akin to a marvel on his own respon- 
sibility. If it is all that he thought we see no reason 
why the Brothers should not write letters as well as 
perform the feats he credits them with. After quot- 
ing extensivly from the “ Occult World," Mr. Bennett 
wrote: “I would hav been glad to witness some of 
these ‘scientific phenomena,’ but that has not been 


my privilege. The nearest to a marvel I hav had 


brought to my vision is the writing in or upon let- 
ters received by mail by Colonel Olcott. He had told 
me how a large share of the letters he receives by 
mail (and he receives many) appear to pass under the 
inspection of one of these invisible Brothers, I think 
this same Koot Hoomi; that certain parts of the let- 
ters are underscored in ink of a different color, 
usually red, and that comments are made upon the 
matter of the writer, with sueh hints and suggestions 
as the mysterious Brother feels like making when 
he attaches his monogram or signature. These seer 
to be attended to when in transit, after they reach 
the post-cffise, or after they hav been conveyed tc 
Colonel O'cott's cffice, and it is all done without the let- 
ters being opened in the usual way. This of course 
strikes you and me as being very mysterious and im- 
probable, but you see you and I are ignorant of the 
occult powers which I hav been alluding to; there 
ig much in nature which we do not yet understand 
so we must not be too positiv that these things car 
sot take place till we know more of the vast possi- 
bilities which do exist in this grand old universe. 

“On one occasion I was sitting with Colonel Oleott 
in his office, when he had just received some lettere 
from the post- c fiice and had not yet opened them. 
He said to me, Here are some letters just received; 
‘ook at them and see if you think they hav beer 
opened; there may be some of those mysteriou: 
merks upon them of which I hav told you, but afte: 
vou hav exsmined them I will open them and we 
will see. I looked at the letters and they seemed 
verfeotly intset, snd presented not the slightest ap- 
pearance of having been opened. He then opened 
them with bis penknife in the usual way and remover 
the contents, which he at once showed me, end o» 
ach of the four were the mysterious words in red 
ink or with red chalk, and the charscters which fhe 
Brother is said to always use. Oae of the letters 
was from Madras, one from Ceylon, one from north. 
ern India, and the other from some part I do not re 
member, but all from different places and directions. 
All were written in black ink, and on each wer. 
nnderscorings in red ink and comments more or lese 
\agtby, with tbe ever-attendant mystic signature. 
Tt is not possible that these red marks could hav 
been mede by the same man and in the same hand 
at the different points from whence they came. The 
chances for collusion seemed extremely remote, and 
the only reesovable solution is that the marks in red 
were placed upon the letters by one hand and after 
they left the persons by whom they were written. 
Tt may be elaimed that Colonel Olcott had menipu- 
lated these lettera and put the red marks upon them 
before I inspected them, but I think I know the gen. 
tlemsn too well to believe him capable of such sub 
terfuge. I believe him a strictly honest msn. He 
possibly may be deceived himself, but he is not s 
deceiver. His statements are also strongly corrobo. 
rated by the statements of others, none of whom, I 
think, hav any desire to mislead me. The theory is 
that this Brother Koot Hoomi, who resides two 
thousand miles away, up among the Himalaya mount 
ains, bas the knowledge and ability to use a real 
force in nsture to ensble him at that distance to 
inspect Colonel Olcott’s mail, and to make such com- 
ments as he wishes to meet Colonel Oleott's eye, and 
this without opening or disturbing the letters in the 
least.” 

There is, however, something further to be con- 
sidered in connection with these wonderg. Mr. 
Hodgaen, of the Psychics! Society, when he visited 
India on the trail of Medem Blavatsky found start- 
ling evidences of fraud in the practices of that astute 


priestess. The sacred shrine in which letters to the 
Mahatmas were deposited had more than one open- 
ing accessible to human hands; above the seat by 
which the Mabatmas’ letters fell for their devout 
questioners a tiny trolley was pereeptible in the ceil- 
ing, and there was a most convenient beam on which 
the letters might reat till detached by a thread of 
waxed silk. Moreover, letters written in strange 
languages unknown by the brethren present were 
not deciphered by the Mahatmas. Moreover, Madam 
Coulomb, Madam Blavatsky’s trusted assistant, gave 
the whole thaumaturgical process away by revealing 
these concealed cabinets in the house of the high 
priestess of Theosophy, and further declared that 
the whole business was a fraud. It is conceivable, 
therefore, that these artifices hav been repeated in 
London, with the idea of deceiving Mrs. Besant into 
tke belief that she has received the mantle of Madam 
Blavatsky and is destined to take that individual's 
place in the Theosophical world. Of course Mrs. 
Besant is not for a moment to be considered a party 
to such transaction, but as Hume argued against the 
biblical miracles, we hav never known dead men to 
aqme to life, but we hav known men to lie. It is 
essier, therefore, to believe that men lie in writing 
auch accounts than to believe the accounts they 
write. 

So it is with the statement i in Mrs. Besant's fare- 


well address to the Secularists. 
€——— M RR 


International Congresses. 


There will be no International. Congress of Free- 
thinkers this year in Europe, as tbe General Couneil 
Í the Federation announces that the Spanish 
Fresthinkers, in whose country the meeting was to 
os held, hav been unable to complete arrangements 
for it. To mske amends for the disappointment 
saused, they ask that the congress be held in their 
land next year, in September, and they promis to 


| make the occasion memorable, and work in also a 


celebration of the discovery of America. This will 
probably be done, as the French Federation has 
already agreed. 

We suggest to our brethren of the O!d World 
that they reserve their special efforts for a grand 
mternstional congress to be held in Chicago, Illinois, 
U. S. A., in 1898, when the four-hundredth sanni- 
versary of the discovery of this country will be cele- 
brated with all the vim of the typical American and 
the characteristic éclat of the great West. Oa that 
occasion the Freethinkers of America ought to hold 
a large and long congress, to which our English, 
French, Ii&lien, Spanish, German, Dutch, and Aus- 
trian brethren should be specially invited, and 
aked to tell all about Freethought in their countries 
—what the people ara thinking, what they sre doing, - 
what laws and customs they hav bearing for and 
against mental freedom, and what the prospects are 
for the Onristians ever getting to heaven. 

We should like to see Mr. Navez, president of the 
Federation, and Mr. Furnemont, vice president, and 
Mr. Foote, and Ssladin, and Mr. Moss, and the 
S:andrings, and Victor Lennstrandt, and Cept. Otto 
Thompson, and Henry Berghell, and Dr. Voelkel, 
and Mr. Schwelle, and the Italian Frsethinkers who 
put up the Bruno statue, and Dr. Wille, and Jean 
Paul Oéa, and J. B. Schacre, and the other anti- 
clericals of Paris who hav made the priests take a 
back seat. During the celebration at Osicago would 
bs an appropriate time for such a gathering, and it 
would hav great influence in our work. Oar foreign 
speakers would all find audiences of their own 
nationality to address, for Ohicago is a cosmopolitan 
village and many foreign-born Americans are gath- 
ered thersin. And when they get over here and see 
what a great and glorious country this is, notwith- 
standing that New Jersey, Delaware, Tennessee, and 
Frances Willard sre parts of it, perhaps our Old 
World co-workers will conclude to settle here and 
help civilize it. 

— — . 

The World's Fair and the Secular Union. 

We learn from the daily papers that the Board 
of Control of the Columbian Exposition has granted 
an &udience to & delegation of the American Sab. 
bath Union, which presented alleged reasons why 
the Exposition should be closed on Sundays. Col. 
Elliot F. Shepard, the Rev. Dr. Francis L. Patton, 
end members of the association to the number of 
about fifty were present. Mr. Shepard presented 
a memorial, signed by himself and Rey. J. H. 
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Keowles, president and secretary of the Sabbath 
Union, and Gen. O. O. Howard, Rev. Mr. Patton, 
and others, made speeches. Mr. Shepard also says 
in his paper: “Not content with memorislizing the 
National commission, the American Sabbath Union 
will bring great pressure to bear on the Chicago 
Directory of the Exposition. This part of the cam- 
paign is in the hands of a committee of thirteen. It 
was decided that a powerful influence would ba lost 
if it failed to ask women to help them. Accord- 
ingly a committee of seven was appointed to wait 
upon the board of lady managers to induce it to use 
its influence against the opening of the Exposition 
on Sunday.” The delégation was received with 
distinguished consideration, a special hour being 
designated for its entrance, and the gallery was 
given up to it, while the speakers were placed in the 
‘body of the house. The tenor of the speeches was 
sectarianly Christian all the way through. 

It oceurs to us that this would be a peculiarly 
appropriate time for the American Secular Union 
to rouse from its lethargy and go out to Ohicago 
and fight the Ameriesn Sabbath Union. Dr. West- 
brook should oppose himself to the flamboyant 
Colonel Shepard, while Miss Oraddock can be 
relied upon to make mince-meat of the Rev. J. H. 
Knowles. 

The American Sabbath Union and the National 
Reform Association (God-in-tàe-Oonstitution crowd) 
are two organizations which the American Secular 
Union should confront constantly, besides doing its 
own aggressiv work. We havin band a petition, 
bearing a good many thousand names, protesting 
against closing the World's Fair on Sundays, aud 
this petition is at the Union's service if the Secular 
Union will face the Board of Control and the Chicago 
Directory and tell them just why the World’s Fair 
ought to be open to the people every Sunday of its 
continuance. 

The American Secular Union was formed to do 
just such things, the people contribute money to hav 
them done, the Freethought papers support it 
because they bope to see them done—and if the 
Cflisers of the Union will not do them officers should 
be elected who will. 

— . —⏑—Ub— 
The Sunday Bill Defeated in Canada. 

We learn from a writer in a Seventh Day Adventist 
paper that Mr. Oharlton's Sunday bill which has been 
"before the Dominion parliament the past two years, 
is at last disposed of. The committee to whom it 
was referred cut it down to less than one-half ite 
original size, retaining only those sections which 
prohibited the publication of Sunday newspapers, 
the running of certain railway trains, and the open- 
ing of canals for trsffic on Sunday. In this muti- 
lated form it was brought before the House of Oom- 
mons. On motion of Mr. Charlton, the promoter 


of the bill, the House went into & committee of the 


whole to consider his measure. A sharp debate fol- 
lowed in which many of the members took part. 
The strong opposition to the bill from various quar- 
ters showed that the present parliament has a mejor. 
ity whieh does nob fsll in with the movement now 
on foot to enforce Sunday observance. In the 
debate, some of the members apoka in behalf of the 
Sunday newspaper men ; others opposed the bill on 
the ground that evch legislation should be left to 
the discretion of the provincial legislatures, while 
other opposition was based on the broad ground of 
religious liberty, that the people should not be 
hedged about with “ cast-iron laws” nor could they 
be “legislated into Christianity.” 

Sir John Thompson, a prominent member, spoke 
decidedly against the bill; but out of deference to 
the feelings of the Obristian community, he recom- 
mended Mr. Charlton to withdraw the measure. He 
moved that the committee rise, report progress, and 
ask leave to sit again. This is called “ the tenderest 
form of perfumed asphyxiation known to parlia- 
ment.” 

This brought Mr. Charlton to his feet. He pro- 
tested against the committee rising without further 
considering the bill, and insisted that they had the 
right to desl with the question of Sunday observ- 
ance, and ought fo exercise it. The Montreal 
Star thus describes Mr. Charlton's last effort in 
behalf of his bill: 


** Mr. Charlton made so vigorous a fight against this effort 
to chloroform his bill, that the House could hardly recog. 
nize in him the mild gentleman who usually sits next to Sir 


Richard. His voice rang out defiantly through the chamber 
as he asked if there was nothing left in the bill worth so 
much as consideration, and twitted Mr. Mills with being 
far too great a stickler for provincial rights in the face of so 
important a question. The bill did not meet his views by 
any means, but he wanted to get some legislation through on 
this subject. 
some law of this kind was demanded by the Christian popu- 
lation of Canada, and threatened members with arraignment 
before public opinion if they flung aside the bill without con- 
sideration.” 


carried, buf Mr. Obarlton demanded a vote. A 

rising vote was then taken, and the motion was 

carried with sixty-three yeas and eighteen naye. 
— db . —— 


Mary, the mother of Christ, was always a virgin. 
But in Matthew i, 25, Jesus is called her “ first- 
born ” son, implying that she had other children later. 
That this isso is proved by Matthew xii, 46, 47— 


mother and his brethren stood without, desiring to 


Joses, and Simon, and Judas? And his sisters, are 


Buckley, D.D., obtained his information. 


journals scattered each week over the country who 


wrote as a statement of fact that which he has no 


means of knowing to be true. 
— — . ene 


Editorial Notes. 

Ir a few of our readers hav a copy of the TRUTH SEEKER 
ANSUAL for 1890, in good condition, which they do not 
want to keep, and will send it to this office, we will return 
them any other 25-cent book they may select among our 
publications. , 


Amid cries of * No? and ‘ Carried,’ he held that 


Tax Cassadaga camp-meeting passed the following: Re. 
solved, by the Spiritualists at Cassadaga in convention 
assembled, That we are unalterably opposed to the closing 
of the World’s Fair in Chicago in 1898 on the first day of 
the week, commonly called Sunday.” 


The chairman pronouneed the motion to rise 


Rsv. W. F. Cnayrs, the apostle of the civil Sabbath” 
with the religion in it, recently visited Bradford, Pa. He 
severely censured the city council for their action of some 
months ago on the Sunday ordinance, and declared the 
Sunday law of Pennsylvania one of the best in the United 
States. Under his direction a Rest-day League" was 
formed and committees were appointed to carry forward the 
work of forcing the people of Bradford to keep Sunday. 
But the Sabbatarians will not hav it all their own way. 
There is a solid opposition, and Henry Frank, the heretical 
preacher of Jamestown, N. Y., has been engaged by some 
Bradford business men to lecture against the Sabbatarian 
scheme. 


The Ignorance of Common Catholies. 
It is a dogma of the Roman Oatholie church that 


“While he yet talked to the people, behold his 


spesk with him. Thenone said unto him, Behold, 
thy mother and thy brethren stand without desiring 
to speak with thee.” The cruel reply Jesus made is 
well known. Again, in Matthew xiii, 55, 56, we read: 
“Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother 
called Mary? and his brethren [brothers] James, and 


Teg editor of the Catholic News says that the arguments 
against the holy“ coat of Treves would be equally valid 
against the gospels. He says: Where is the evidence 
having the least validity that they are the writings of the 
apostles, 8t Matthew and St. John, and the disciples, St. 
Mark and St. Luke? Is it not improbable to the last degree 
‘hat we hav the real writings of these men? We hav not 
the originals; we hav no copy made from the original manu- 
scripts and properly authenticated. The strongest evidence 
of their authenticity is the fact that the Catholic church has 
so presented them to the world for eighteen centuries.” 
Exactly so. The gospels and the holy cost are alike spu- 
rious. None is what it pretends to be. and the fact that the 
Catholic church has presented them to the world for many 
centuries adds nothing to their value. 

— — 

Tar American Sentinel says: TRR TRuTH SERKER makes 
the following excellent point against Judge Hammond's de- 
cision in the King case: The judge says that it is not 
necessary to maintain that to violate the Sunday observance 
custom shall be of itself immoral to make it criminal in the 
eyes of the law. It may be harmless in itself because, as the 
petitioner believes, God has not set apart that day for rest 
and holiness, to work on Sunday, and yet, if man has set 
it apart in due form by his law for rest, it must be obeyed as 
man’s law if not as God’s law.” By this, it is seen, any 
legislature can establish religious holydays, enforce their 
observance, and the United States courts afford no redress. 
We do not believe this is good law; it certainly is mon- 
Btrously unjust.“ Taz TRUTH Seexer is right; the same 
power that can forbid work upon one day of the week can 
forbid it on another day; and if, as Judge Hammond as. 
serta, there ig no constitutional limitation upon their power, 
the minority is left absolutely at the mercy of the majority.” 

— —k— — — 


they not all with us?” Luke also calls Jesus Mary's 
“first-born son” (ii, 7), and relates that his mother 
and his brethren could not come at him for the 
press” of people around him. Mark makes the 
people ceil him “ the carpenter, the son of Mary, the 
brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and 
Simon,” and they ask, “ Are not. his sisters here with 
us!“ (Mark vi, 6). John also says that when he 
went down to Oapernaum he was accompanied by 
“his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples ;” 
and later bis bretbren " advised him to go to Judes 
(John vii, 3). And Paul wanted to know if he could 
not lead about a sister, a wife, as Christ led about 
his brethren (1 Oor. ix, 5) and other apostles, whom, 
however, he never saw save Peter and “James the 
Lord's brother (Gal. i, 19). 

But, the other day, we heard of a Catholic who had 
been educated for the priesthood betting a basket of 
champagne against five dollars that Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, bad no other children. The odds he gave 
shows how sure he wes, and the positivness of his 
attitude prompts one to inquire if a study of the 
Bible is or is not one of the requirements of a Cath. 
olie college where men are “educated” for the 


priestly office. 
— — — — 


The Effect of Education. 

The Free Education act went into effect in Bog. 
land on the 2d instant. On the Ist instant the 
clergy of a number of churches felt moved to ack the 
prayers of the people that the increased freedom in 
educational matters might not hav an injurious effect 
upon the cause of religion.” 

If anyone can read that item, telegraphed from 
London, and not see its significance and force, his 
eyes must be blind indeed. 

The clergy were the chief opposers of the act 
which provides for the education of children whose 
parents are too poor to pay rates or to support them 
while attending school, and now these obstructors 
are afraid the act will injure the cause of religion 
Let this be remembered: that it is the opinion of 
the clergymen of England that education hurts 
religion. 

Keep the children ignorant and you can keep the 
people pious. Educate them and they refuse to be- 
lieve the old wives’ tales of Ohristianity. 

en nn 
How Does He Know? 

The Rev. James M. Buckley, editor of the Christian 
Advocate, says that Atheists and Freethinkers sel- 
dom giv utterance to their views in the presence of 
their children.” l 

We should like to know where the Rev. James M 
How 
many Átheisis and Freethinkers is he acquainted 
with? Does he know even one that regularly reads 
one of the many thousands of copies of Freethought 


A OORRBESPONDENT of the Clarksville, Texas, Enterprise 
throws some solid chunks of truth at the preachere in a 
recent issue of that journal. Evidently he has Sam Jones 
and other blatherskites in mind. Speeches, sermons, and 
public lectures are public property," he says. '' Anyone 
has a right to criticiee them. Ifthe preacber is permitted 
to say hard and hareh things for the good of others, then 
the writer must be allowed to say «ome plain things for the 
good of preachers. I do not believe the Jaws of our land 
giv a preacher the right to attack the private lives of her 
people. It is low sentiment only that causes a part of the 
community to look down on a gentleman for resenting an 
attack on his character by a preacher. My experience has 
been that born ladies and gentlemen hav no patience with 
this preacher protection idea or subterfuge. When a man 
goes before the public as a public man he should stand in a 
man’s shoes. When he comes into a community or a town 
^ perfect stranger and learns from certain flop eared hounds 
of slander things detrimental to the characters of certain 
individuals, it would be far more Christian to go to the per- 
sons and tell them of their faults. Even then this would 
be a delicate matter for a perfect stranger to perform, who, 
perhaps, has been in the town only sixty or seventy hours, 
And I think it would be hard to find a gentleman who 
would do so. Preaching is a pretty good scheme for old 
bankrupt sots to fall back on. To illustrate, be a big 
drunkard, get broke, break your poor old mother's heart, 
kill your wife with neglect, then leave, tell the people all 
about it, call it a sermon, and for such a worthy case you 
make a fortune. I think some preachers I hav seen are 
smart enough to see that the people want some amusement 
on Sunday and when these preachers left the saloon and the 
gambling-hells they brought their slang with them to supply 
the place of the Sunday evening opera. Instead of being 
rebuked for such profanity as I heard some time ago at a 
big religious meeting, tbey actually took up a collection for 
it. Twenty-five years ago if you had been told that the 
time would come when you would pay for profanity and 
preachers would say amen to it you would not hav believed 
it. But hav you not heard it recently? I saw an old 
gentleman some time ago pay one dollar for a preacher's 
calling him an old bald-headed, lying scoundrel, and the 
little preacher said amen." 


* seldom givs utterance to bis views in the presence 


of his children ?" 
It is our opinion that the Rev. James M. Buckley 
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Leiters fram Friends. 


Will Some St. Louisian Answer? 
: Sr. Lovis, Mo, July 27, 1891. 
MR. Eprror: Is there a Liberal League or any meeting of 
Freethinkers in 8t. Louis, to your knowledge ? 
Norman GARL. 


True Help to Freethought. 

EAGLEVILLE, CaL., Aug. 15, 1891. 
Mr. EprroR: I am working for our cause all the time, 
and am not alone. I will try and send you some new re- 
cruits thís fall. Money is scarce. Our preacher had the 
country canvassed to get money to get married on. I distrib- 
ute all of my books and papers, and expect to get some help 
in the work in the near future. The letters in Toe TRUTH 
SEEKER are worth the money to me. I would like to hear a 
little more of the money question discussion. Best wishes 

to Heston and you all. W. U Soort. 


There Were Bibles and Religions Before Ours. 
FAERMERVILLE, Aug. 25, 1891. 


Mr. EDrrok: Please let me know through the columns of | 


Tue TRUTR SRRK RR (1) what Peter Cooper's religion was. 
(2) Can you furnish me with some books older than the 
Bible ? R. F. RABUN. 

[l. Unitarian. 2 No book of the Bible is known to hav 
existed before the time of Ezra, about 500-400 B.o. There 
are Chinese historical and poetical works dating from 2500 
B O., but the translations are voluminous and costly. The 
Indian Vedas, 1500-1000 B. o, are likewise bulky and expen- 
siv works. However, parts may be obtained at reasonable 
prices. The Institutes of Menu, 900-600 B o., may be had 
translated for $8.50. A “Sacred Anthology,” containing 
extracta from about all the religious books of the world, 
many of them anterior to the Bible, we can furnish for $5. 
It is collated and edited by Moncure D. Conway, and is an 
excellent work. Bennett’s ** Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times," containing extracts from and copious 
information on the above aud similar books, we sell at $5 
for the two vols., cloth; leather, $7 or $8.—Eb. T. 8 ] 


Whale Stories as Good as the Ancient One. 
- PozrrAND, Mx., Aug 2, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrox: As that whale story sent you by a good 
brother ín Christ did not convince you, I send another which 
is even more convincir g than that. Why will you, in the 
face of such proof, still doubt (and be damned)? 
H. Q. Norton. 


The recent fear of a fire destroying the Lick Observatory 
must hav recalled to Professor Holden of that institution the 
story of a terrible tragedy which reached him through the 
maiis ard which was the first attempt of his eight-year-old 
son as & newspaper reporter and editor. The paper was 
ruled off into columns and an attempt had been made to copy 
the script heading of the San Francisco Chronicle. The news 
part of this little attempt at journalism read as follows: 

AN AWFUL OOOUERENOE AT BANTA ORUZ. 


Yesterday, at about 10 a.m., E. C. Holden, son of Prof. E. 
S. Holden, was swimming out, a whale came out and swal- 
lowed him. It is hoped he will be comed up like Jonah. 

P. 8.—Later on in the day the whale was seen to spout. 
Two feet and a little finger of one hand of the unfortunate 
boy apered in the column thrown up by the mighty animale, 
but the rest of his body is still missing. The police and fire 
department hav been called, and the Governor at Sacra- 
mento has offered a large sum of $600 reward for the arrest 
of the criminal. : 

STILL LATER.— The whale has been arrested, and is now 
confined in the county jail. It is hoped he will be hung by 
the mob. 

STIII. LATER— The whale has offered to giv up what is 
Jeft of the boy if the governor's reward can be paid to him 
instead cf to the police. A telegram has been sent to the 
s of the boy to see if he wants what is left of his 
child. : 

Laresr— Prof. Holden replied to the telegram that if the 
swimming teacher could find the boy's clothes on the beach 
they would do just as well. 

The whale is now being hanged in front of the city hall. 

Bonflres are lit, and a brass band is playing. and the city 
is in a blaze of excitement—but the boy!!! Oh! where is 
he? 


A Rejeeted Communication. 
MARION, Conn., Aug. 30, 1891. 

MR. Eprror: I serd herewith a letter I sent to the editor 
of the New Haven News for publication, but he refused, as 
“ space is too limited“ Yes, space is too limited ” in the 
t newspapers » for such letters as mine, but not for printing 
the gab of soulless politicians, the bosh talk of hypocritical 
® clergymen, nor for the alluring advertisments of ignorant 
quacks, fraudulent schemes, and disgusting descriptions of 
rape, murder, etc. The fact that space is too limited “ in 
newspapers for what I wish published is the result of another 


fact, viz., space is too unlimited in the heads of the ma- 


jority of mankind—fools. Where would superstition be in 
fifty years if Infidelity had tbe '* newspapers” subsidized: 
equally as much as Christianity? Perhaps in hades. 

I would really like to know who has had the impudence 
to steal Paine’s poetry, and perhaps if this and the other 
letter are inserted in THz TRUTH SEEKER, some of your 
many intellectual readers may know and inform us. 

Yours truly, Epwin N. BRRORHRR. 
Mr. Eprror: There appeared printed in the New Haven 
Daily Palladium, date 17th present month, a sense-awaken- 
` ing sermon calculated to arouse those (many) who are slum- 
bering with their morality satisfied with their own goodness 
to a realization of the magnitude of one particular damnable 
evil which invites and conducts humanity to repairless ruin. 
Every decent man, be he Atheist or Christian, will aid the 
Ber. Olarence Greely in his heroic assault on sham, hypoo 


of those who think that if the clergy would devote more 


time to the affairs of this world, the eighty or more thousand 


now in this country might, if they would wholly adopt Mr. . 


Greely’s manner of labor, accomplish.an everlasting good 
for mankind of any or no faith. But it is a lamentable fact 
tbat the clergy in the past, by insisting on the necessity of 
belief and persistently promulgating an idea that unbelief is 


of all sins the most enormous, hav bindered the increase of 


pure morality. Mr. Greely is evidently aware that, how- 
ever desirable faith may be relativ to another existence, mo- 
rality now and alone is to be desired more than faith without 
it. In this he has the concurrence of every rational man. 
Mr. Greely, judging by his sermon, seems to be a. person 
who welcomes truth whatever its source, and believes that 
he who knowingly suppresses a fact is a liar; therefore we 
are sorry to find a serious mistake near the end of his sermon. 


A quotation was made embracing the third stanza of Thomas’ 


Paine's ** Song on the Death of General Wolfe,” and given 
as sayings of our Puritan fathers. The original verse was 
slightly mutilated and mended, and the name Warren” 
was substituted for that of Wolfe. Even if Paine was an 
Infidel, that fact does not justify the original plagiarism, nor 


purify the character of the author of the misrepresentation, | 


and whatever may be his rank or title in life, he has the 
heart of a coward and the spirit of a sycophant,” and deserves 
public exposure and castigation by-the populace. Whoever 
is guilty, let us know. The poem in question has been called 
one of the most beautiful productions of its kind in the 
English language, and is here subjoined: ` 
EDWIN N. BEEOHRR. ` 
In a moldering cave, where the wretched retreat, 
Britannia sat wasted with care ; 
She mourned for her Wolfe, and exclaimed against fate, 
And gave herself up to despair. 
The walls of her cell she had sculptured around 
With the feats of her favorit son, 
And even the dust, as it lay on the ground, 
: Was engraved with some deeds he had done. 


The sire of the gods, from his crystallin throne, 
Beheld the disconsolate dame, : 

Aud, moved with her tears, he sent Mercury down, 
And these were the tidings that came : 

“ Britannia, forbear, not a sigh or a tear 

For thy Wolfe, so deservedly loved; 

Your tears shall be changed into triumphs of joy, 
For thy Wolfe is not dead, but removed. i 


t The sons of the east, the proud giants of old, 

Hav crept from the darksome abodes, 

And this is the news, as in heaven it was told, 
They were marching to war with the gods. 

A council was held in the chambers-of Jove, 
And this was their final decree, i 

Tbat Wolfe should be called to the. armies above, 
And the charge was intrusted to me. 


„To the plains of Quebec with the orders. I fled, 

He begged for a moment’s delay; 

He cried, O forbear, let me victory hear, 
And then thy commands I’ll obey’  - 

With a darksome thick film I encompassed his 

And bore him away in an urn! 

Lest the fondness he bore to his own nativ shore 

: . Bhould induce him again to return.” 


Holy Coats and Holy Coats. 
"Germania, PA, Aug. 25, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: Although we are somewhat out of the 
world your paper is read by an interested and appreciativ 
circle of Freethinkers. The article affixed below suggested 
the rhyme. Max M. Winoxuze. 


Apart from the suspicious blank in the record of its pres- 
ervation, the Holy Coat of Treves has one equally likely 
competitor in the Holy Coat of Argenteuil, which claims to 
hav an unbroken history since it was purchased of the 
soldier who dréw the prize immediately after the crucifixion. 
The history of this coat is written by St. Gregory of Tours, 
who states that it was taken to Galatia, where it was pre- 
served in a wooden box. During the Persian war of 590, the 
coat was removed for safety to Jaffa, and four years later to 
Jerusalem. After being transferred back to Persia, the 
relic found its way to Constantinople, whence the Empress 
Irene sent it as a gift to Charlemagne, who presented it to 
his daughter, Theodrada, abbess of Argenteuil, a.p. 800. It 
was there cut into several pieces by a priest and some of the 
pieces hav disappeared, but the greater number remain. 
The fragments which still remain are of goats’ hair without 
any Visible seam. 

. Besides these two famous coats there ‘are others, «all 
claimed to be the veritable coat worn by the savior immedi- 
ately before being crucified. The best known of these are 
the holy robe of Moscow, that of Rome, and those deposited 
at Bt. Roch, Maggiore, and Venice. i 
THE POWER OF THE HOLY OOATS. 

The Socialist of Nazareth 

I always pictured needy, 

Despised, poor, and seedy ; 

Barefooted, ditto head, 

Ill clad, not overfed, 

Eating ears of corn in season, 

Cursing barren fig-trees without reason ; 

I thought his halo bright 

Served both for heat and light. 

How is it at his death he left 

So many coats that we behold ? 

Did foolish tailors trust of old?  . 

The pilgrims see a coat at Treves, 

One at Moscow, one at Venice, 

8t. Roch and Maggiore possess 

‘Each one of undoubted sanctimoniousness. 

His holiness, the pope at Rome, 

Has one to purify his home. 

To the throne more luster is added by 
. Another infallible ragged lie. 

For many years, Stupidity, deceived, 

In awe the holy relics kissed, 

While cunning, avaricious priests 

The pilgrim geese hav fieeced. 

Ot startling miracles manifold 

The gaping, weak-minded fools are told. 

My faith is small, but I know they hold 

One power still, that of attracting gold. 

: Max M. WINOKLER. 


eyes, 


A Quibbling Judge Rebuked. 
Marquette, Kan., Aug. 21, 1891. 


ree ets 


of King will be analyzed and held up to the public view in 
such a manner as forcibly to present not only the bias of the 
judge, but also the inconsistency and even falsity of those 
remarks. Asa part of the system by which we would edu- 
cate the popular mind to a just Liberality no better arguments 
can be used than the line upon line and precept upon precept, 
oft repeated, that come from the lips of our enemies.. He 
says: It was a belief of Mr. Madison and other founders 
of our government that they had practically. established 
absolute religious freedom and exemption from persecution 
for opinion's sake in matters of religion." By “other found- 
ers » he will doubtless admit such men as Jefferson, Franklin, 
and Paine; but can he claim that these men were actuated 
by a spirit devoted exclusivly to the interests of religion? 
And yet can he ignore such a claim when he says, This very 
principle of religious freedom is the product of our religion, 
as all our good customs are?” Here is a positiv assertion 
that is predicated upon the universal claim of the church, 
but how, in the name of consistency, does it accord with 
his following admission; The observers of Sunday hav 
secured the aid of the civil law and adhere to that advantage 
with great tenacity in spite of the clamor for religious free- 
dom and the progress that has been.made in the absolute 
separation of church and state.“ Who, pray, are these 
observers of Sunday? Are they the disciples of Madison, 
Jefferson, Franklin, and Paine, who are working in, through, 
and by the church, adbering with the greatest tenacity t: 
every pious advantage in spite of the clamor for religious 
freedom,” and all to the end that the spirit of our religion 
may, through the inherent love of the church for absolute 
religious freedom, grow to such an extension of this princi- 
ple that religious persecution will come to an end by the 
grace of God under the power of the church? But he warns 
us in the mean time that the.laws which the ‘observers of 
Sunday hav secured ” will be rigidly enforced, and that those 
-who desire that the principle of religious freedom be extended 
must ‘await its growth into that enlarged application," a 
growth which Judge Hammond would hav us understand is 
a product of religion under the gracious care ard supervision 
of the church. Shades of Bruno, Servetus, Huguenots, and 
all the throng of sacrificial victims whose blood is upon the 
altar of religious freedom, tell us, is this so? C. PuTNAM. - 


Spiritualism. . 
CARYSVILLE, O., Aug. 25, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrok: I desire to present a few thoughts touching 
the subject of Spiritualism, seeing that much has been said 
on the subject pro and con. It is a fact we are very apt to 
entertain prejudices in favor of preconceived opinions, and 
be: biased in consequence to an extent that would exclude 
what would be termed fair evidence. There is no question 
but there hav appeared various phenomena assumed to rest 
upon a Spiritualistic basis, and which hav excited quite an 
interest on the part of some of our most advanced thinkers, 
who hav been unable to explain them in accordance with 
what we call natural philosophy." As for myself, having 
been brought up in habits of superstition and taught 
to regard the inexplicable às the supernatural, I hav to 
admit that the struggle for emancipation from the thralldom 
of priestcraft has been attended with considerable embarrass- 
ment. ButI now experience; the consolation of believing 
that I hav passed the ordeal and hav arrived at that elevation 
in life's journey from which many of the fogs of irrational- 
ism may be overlooked. I do not wish to be considered 
dogmatica] in my remarks or conclusions, but when a con- 
clusion is fairly arrived at where the preponderance of. 
evidence is looking that way,I see nothing in the way of 
giving it expression until a more favorable exposition can 
berendered. Now, I must confess that I hav not had the 
opportunity of investigating what is known as modern 
Spiritualism to the extent that the. subject demands, but I 
must avow that I hav never witnessed an assumed spirit 
manifestation but that at least appeared to me to come 
within the bounds of deception. ` 

I hav at various times witnessed slate- writings claimed to 

hav been performed by spirit hands, but in every case there 
was more or less attendance of ** hocus-pocus” manipula- 
tion. I hav not been able to find a medium who would 
allow a skeptic a fair chance at investigation or who could 
giv more than a vague representation in the presénce of an 
unbeliever. Now, it seems to me that truth should not 
scorn the light of day or seek to present its facts in the 
gloom of a darkened chamber, as is the case with many of 
the leading spirit phenomena. If the spirits of our 
departed friends seek an interview with us why do they not 
appear to us in a way that would exclude the possibility of 
deception and settle for all time the question of their being ? 

I do not say that spirit life does not exist. What I claim 
is that it has never been demonstrated. Many of those who 
hav become Spiritualists hav been brought up under the 
teachings of orthodoxy and having been compelled from 
intellectual conviction to renounce the Bible as an unreliable 
guide, and being possessed of sympathetic natures and a 
strong proclivity to life, hav abhorred the idea that death 
ends all and sought protection from oblivion in the mysterioua 
vagaries of Spiritualism. No doubt, asa rule, Spiritualists are 
honest, but honesty is no criterion of truth when selfish 
prejudices are apt to warp the judgment. In conclusion 
allow me to aay that although I cannot go with Spiritualists 
in their philosophy I admire their liberality. Some of our 
greatest workers in the cause of humanity are Spiritualists, 
and are doing much to elevate the world of thought above 
the foolishness of Christian dogmas. 

I do not wish to rob anyone of a single ray of hope that 
would tend to lighten the tolls of life, but having carefully 
examined the matter in ao far as opportunity permitted I 
am driven to the conclusion that our individuality and con- 

of our physical 


P, B. Maca x, 
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The Financial Question. Society, Joseph Heighton, as he js certainly worthy to be | thinkers hav been subjected for centuries. It enables such 


Aug. 80, 1891. Mr. Heigaton is one of the fearless 


Mz. Eprror: One of your correspondents asks, ‘‘ What is 
money?” My idea of money is that it is a medium of 
exchange to obviate the difficulties of direct barter; also 
that it is the representativof value. I look upon the volume 
of money, large or small, issued by any government, as rep- 
resenting the value of all the property or wealth of that coun- 
try. Therefore stability of value is the great necessity of 
any currency. Now; gold, being of all metals the least liable 
to change in quantity (on account of its scarcity it is the 
only metal not liable to great fluctuation), is the very best 
thing available to represent permanent value. Any other 
article used for money is liable to fluctuation according to 
the amount issued, which makes the great fluctuations in 
prices; Here lies the great danger of a paper currency. 
According to the whims of any party in power it can be 
increased or diminished and prices made to fluctuate to great 
extremes, which is to the great advantage of the bankers 
and speculators, who take advantage of the owners of real 
property by buying when money is cheap and selling when 
it ig dear. This cry. for. cheap money that the speculators 
hav persuaded the Farmers’ Alliance to make is the most 
supreme folly, entirely in the interest of the speculator, who 
makes his money out of a fluctuating currency. Suppose we 
concluded to do without gold or silver currency, what could 
hinder one party when in power issuing unlimited amounts 
of money, and when the other came into power contracting 
the currency just as they pleased, and buying real property 
when money was cheap and selling when it was dear? And 
they would take care to so manipulate the elections that 
they would get into power alternately, as they havin this state 
for years managed to divide the spoils by keeping one Sen- 
ator from each party in the Senate of the United States for 
many years. . oe ; 

The same correspondent wants to know if anyone can tell 
him the value of a dollar. The value of a single dollar 
depends on the limit to the amount coined and issued. As 
the whole represents the whole amount of the property of 
any country, so the value of éach depends on the amount 
coined and issued. If you coin and issue a large amount of 
dollars, you will hav to giv more dollars for the same amount 


of property or the necessaries of life. a 
Looking on the question in another light, the mere proba- | 
bility of the United States adopting the silver standard has 
caused all the financial trouble we are passing through at 
present, and caused the owners of our bonds in other coun- 
tries to send them over and sell them for gold while they 
could get it, knowing that if that policy was adopted it 
' would be equal to repudiating three-tenths of the debt... 
Some people say it would reduce the home debts to the 
game proportion and be favorable to the debtor class. They 
do not think that the railroad monopolies, whose charges 
are the great incubus on the farmer’s back, whose charges 
take all the profit. there is in his product, are the greatest 
debtor class in the whole country, and they would also hav 
the benefit ot this repudiation—tor it could be called nothing 
else. à Jno. DOWNES: 


— 


Persecuted by Christians. 
(7 Kent, O., Aug. 20, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: I hav been more than usually interested of 


late in your arguments. Your columns hav given me much | 


Satisfaction in reading pro and con on many subjects, and 
more especially on the money question. Iam glad to know 
that the people. are thinking, and, still more, are going to 
think. Thanks to our free schools that set our posterity to 
thinking and then to daring to express their thoughts, ‘‘ for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven ” (freedom). 

I wish to add an idea or two for the consideration of some 
who hav never thought of them. 

I wish to equalize as much as possible the opportunities 
of the citizens of our United States; not to take from one 
and giv to another, but to giv each a chance, and an equal 
chance, to make a home for themselvs, and that a happy 
one. For it seemsto me that the Lord who is counting the 
hairs of our head puts in more time in counting than pro- 
tecting them, and allows a very uneven distribution among 
his children of intellect and of conditions that contro] them, 
and consequently in the necessaries of life, which are the 
natural results. To remedy some of these, I would change 
our laws so that no parent could make an unequal division 

of property to their children, but all share alike, and that 
no one should hav to exceed one-half million of dollars in 
property or money, all in excess of such amount to fall to the 
county or state in which they reside. Why should a child of 
one be born with a silver spoon in its mouth, and another to 
earn their bread by the sweat of their brow, simply because 
the parents of one bav succeeded in getting more than their 
share of lucre to the detriment of others? We are not born 
free and equal „ in any sense of the word. : 

Again, I would confiscate all taxable property that is not 
given in for taxation. Why should the honor of one be taxed 
to pay the dishonor of another? There is probably billions 
of dollars’ worth of property in the United States every year 
not returned for taxation. How many certified lies are 
required to cover up such amounts I know not. If all prop- 
erty or values was returned for taxation, and all church 
property required to pay its proportion of taxes, our national 
debt could be paid in one year. 

I am thankful that the time has arrived when “ bonfires 
of human suffering " are past, and we dare speak our senti- 
ments, for by such we learn from each other and the 
'! curdled waters ” of government will be made clegr without 
resort to arms. i 

Yet reformatione come slow. I will relate some of the 


renn of the worthy president of ony Kent Secur 


called a great reformer. 
and bold advocates of truth and justice, evermore letting 
his light shine that darkness shall be dispelled. As early 
as the year 1845 he espoused the cause of antislavery, took 
the stump,” and lectured in many places to large audiences. 
He was mobbed at divers times, knocked down, and driven 
away, Only to return with fresh ideas to giv battle to all 
opposing arguments. He was threatened again and again, 
and ordered to leave his home or hold his tongue.” He 
did neither. His bees were stolen, then his sheep and hogs. 
His oxen (the team of those days) were poisoned. At last, 
his fine residence, in which was stored his grain for safe- 
keeping, was burnt, with its contents, leaving himself and 
family to escape in their night-clothes. 
you, I guess you will quit lecturing and holding meetings at 
your house," was the pleasant greeting he received from: 
some good neighbors, and ‘‘If this is not enough we will 
call later!” A time was afterward set to murder him and 
family, but the Lord” smote the conscience of one of the 


“ There now, damn 


number, and Mr. Heighton was warned in time to prevent 
Buch a crime. To-day Mr. Heighton is called a “ nice 
man” but an old Infidel. Many of the lecturers who hav 


visited Kent will remember his voice, accompanied by his 


violin, at our meetings. His son, Marius, secretary of our 


Kent Secular Society, has done and is doing more to spread 


the cause of freedom than any other member of our society. 


Nevertheless, we hav many faithful ones who are always 


ready to stand up for the Lord” as best they can. We 

hope to organize a Secular Sunday-school at an early date. 
May you liv to prosper and carry light to the world, is 

the wish of a subscriber, ; A.D Swan. 


The Soul Insurance Company. 


New Doxurs, Mins., Aug. 18, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: Again I write you. In reading some papers 
I chanced to hav a New York Weekly Witness. I see attrib- 
uted to a Rev. Gentleman“ an article which seems to me 
one of the most nonsensical of any I hav ever read. The 
purgatorial question is at present tough enough. This, as 
you can see; takes the cake. It adds a few more pleasures 
to the middle ‘‘ heaven” and makes it a place more endur- 
able and enviable. Can thinking persons believe such trash? 
But inconsistency is one of the failings. It seems so strange 
that an educated man would try to do such, but the gospel 
pill is easy for some to gulp down.” 


instead of elevate the human family. 
Please print the article which I herewith inclose. I think 


Heston could giv us a nice little illustration in connection. 
I am very sorry to hear of his sickness, and hope soon 


to see the fruits of his labor again in Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 
Now a question. I should like to know whether or not 
the law allowing members of Parliament to affirm in England 
was repealed or not. 
Let some of the brothers look this over and let me hear 
from them. Yours for Freethought, H. H. Sarmon. 


INSURANOE FOR SOULS. 
A Depere (Wis.) letter in the Minneapolis Tribune says: 


„Father Durin, of St. Joseph's Catholic church in this 


city, is the author of a new and unique kind of insurance in 


which he has successfully interested the members of his own 
es. Father Durin’s plan involves 
the saving of the soul of the assured after death. The 


and surrounding 


parent ‘organization is known as ‘the deliverance. society,’ 
with the head office at Bt. Joseph's rectory, the Rev. J. F. 


Durin being manager. The prospectus of the society states 
that it is organized on the same principle as a mutual assur- 
ance society. ` The offering for admission fee is twenty. five 


cents, and the annual contribution is ten cents. ‘There 


will be no reserve fund,’ it states, ‘but all contributions 
will be immediately emptied in the celebration of mass and 


for the deliverance of the souls in purgatory.” The 
‘deliverance society’ was entirely original. with him, and it 
grew out of his exceedingly strong belief in purgatory as & 
place where the venial sins of the departed can be expiated 
and their souls assisted therefrom, through the prayers of 
good Catholics. He considers the scheme an application of 
business principles to spiritual matters. Such companies are 


effectiv in saving the members from disastrous effects of losses 


by fire or accident ;.80 in a similar way he seeks in this society 


to unite the efforts of the members of the Catholic church to 


save the souls of any one of them who might through care- 
lessness or ignorance hav committed some venial sin, which, 


although not deserving punishment in hell, would prevent 
their entrance to heaven, and perforce to justly demand 
their detention in purgatory until his society should be 
The society has already a membership of 


heard from. 
several hundred, Father Durin affirmed, and he says the 


scheme is approved by brother 


sincerest beliefs of the Catholic church.” 
(There is no special law authorizing affirmation in Parlia- 


ment. Mr. Bradlaugh took the oath. The law he afterward 
had passed for the benefit of those who object to swearing was 


general, and applies in Parliamentary and all other circum- 
stances. It reads: Every person, upon objecting to being 


sworn, and stating, as the ground of such objection, either 


that he has no religious belief, or that the taking of an oath 
is contrary to his religious belief, shall be permitted to make 
his solemn sffirmation instead of taking an oath in all places 
and for all purposes where an oath is or shall be required by 
law.” The bill also provides a written affirmation in lieu of 
affidavits. Mr. Bradlaugh said of his law: The ‘Oaths Act, 
1888,’ is noteworthy as being the first statute of this realm 
in which persons without religious belief hav ever been 
recognized as citizens to be legislated for. In all previous 
enactments such Freethinkers hav beeu treated as criminals 
to be punished, or as persons to be insulted. The ‘ Oaths 
Act, 1888, placed persons without religious belief on exactly 
the agme level as to afficmation gs persons having religious 


belle, The pot removes maoy dlashilils fa whisk Free 


| He is not only 
religiously dishonest, but his scheme is tending to degrade 


"Lord's hosts. 


riests and his superiors 
in the church, as it is a logical outcome of one of the 


“ RHI so gently o'er me stes] 


persons in Scotland to be competent. as witnesses, which: 
heretofore they were not. 
which the inquisitorial and sometimes insulting queries andi 
observations occurred to which Freethinking witnesses: 
were liable in England, Wales, and Ireland. It takes away. 
throughout the United Kingdom the disability theretofore at-. 
taching to Freethinking jurors. 
religious belief to affirm their allegiance whenever oath of 
allegiance might otherwise hav been required, and it renders: 
impossible the repetition of the Parliamentary struggle 
which lasted from 1880 to 1885 "—Eb. T. S.] 


It repeals the statutes under: 


It enables persons without: 


Will Shoot Him for Bringing The Truth Seeker. 
Horston, Tzx., Aug. 17, 1891. 


Mz. Eprror: I would willicgly and gladly make my: 


inclosure $50, for the reason that your paper is a sort of 
universal educator in Radical philosophy, economics, and 
sociology, and along with your contributors the conservativ 
and dilettante society leaders contrast as bats and moles.. 
The Frances Willards and Mrs. Livermores, in the eloquent: 
words of Sam Jones, are as Owls to me since making: 
the acquaintance of Tus TRUTH SREKER family. Talmage, 
et al, are 80 inferior that verily they hav the brains only of 
gnats and tadpoles. My education c:mmenced with the 
reading of TRE Trurn Szxkxn, old Dr. Foote’s works, and 
Nordau’s book. And before reading any Radical literature 
I thought I was decidedly smart and entitled to consideration 
—and, strange to say, was twenty-five years old before I 
knew anything of the existence of anything but wishywashy 


conservativ trash. Which goes to show the lethargic condi- 
tion of the ordinary mind. 5 

T hav been trying to get at least one subscriber, but nary 
one. One man threatened to shoot anyone who should 
bring such literature in his house. However, Houston has 
some shining Infidels. , : 

Sam Jones the commoner was with ua last June for ten 
days and played hobbledehoy. Indeed, he succeeded in 
separating Houston's population into two hostil factions and 
worked them up almost to shotgun heat. Indeed, there was 
danger of wholesale bloodshed at one time, principally over 
the enforcement of the Sunday laws. The inclosed manu- 
script is a very free condensation of Jones's harang during 
his stay here, by a stanch Infidel of our town, one Joseph 
Devine. H. W. Nzrsox. 

A SERMON (NOT) BY SAM JONES. 


Delivered at Houston, Ter. during a ten das dlow.out, as heard 
and understood by Joseph Devine (not divine). 

Suckers of Houston: I sm here. Hear me. I am the 
great religious fakir from Fakirville, Ga. Now listen. Any 
sort of religion is good enough for me, but there must be 
more enthusiasm snd—and money in it. Thy speech is sil- 
ver," to quote the poet, but gold and greenbacks are not bad 
in their way. All is fish that comes to my net, and I am the 
chosen friend of the orphans of Fakirville. I always let my 
left hand know what my right hand doetb, which is better 
than the other way and catches the public. Do not your 
charities in secret, you '* old owls,” but come to the front. 
Bring your money along and cry Amen” to what I say. 
I am one humble Christian myself and the commander of the 
If you get struck dead for refusing to ggree 
to all I say don't blame me, for I am prepared to bet $500 
that what I say is true. Hear me! You are all in a fair 
way for hell and I could take you there by gtrewing the path 
with nickels, It takes more than nickels, however, to catch 
me, 80 when the hat is passed around put in your $5 and 
$10 bills: The incidental expenses of this show must be 
met. The gospel is free, but it takes money to get the pure 
brand which I carry around. What I fail to get this trip I 
shall collect on my next, for I shall be. back in the fall and 
clean up the town. Hear me! I am an humble worker in 
the Lord's vineyard. You old topers! You are too mean 
for anything. I always abuse you chaps in every town It 
is perfectly safe, for everyone looks at his neighbor and no 
one talks back; if anyone did I would hav bim arrested for 
disturbing religious worship. You need not smile. This is 
religious worship according to the statute, even if it does 
appear like a circus. Unlike a circus, J shall take away all 
the money I collect and pay out. I pay my debts, which is 
more than you do. I hav the money to do it, which I get 
with a hook baited for just such fish as you. You think you 
are going to become a great city and a metropolis with your 
dozen railroads and ever-increasing working population, but 
I tell you if you don't take pattern by Fakirville. Ga,, where 
everyone is good, the devil will get youall. If anyone is 
not good in my town we organize & vigilance committee and 
giv him a few hours to leave. Oh, we know how to deal 
with sinners if—if they hav no money. You white-aproned 
scoundrels! : Do not think that the money you donate to 
good deeds is going to save you. It will giv the devil a 
stronger grip on you if it don't receive my stamp and sanc- 
tion. I am greater than the doctrin of Christ. Join the 
church, I say. No matter what church—one is as good as 
another as far as I am concerned, for Iam a kind of univer- 
sal contortionist acrobat. I was once drunk for three years, 
and any old hypocrit, provided be is & church-member, is 
better than you heathens who expect to get to beaven on 
your good deeds. The brother who plays second fiddle will 
now sing a solo to the tune of Hold the Fort." Those who 
hav not hymn-books can pull out their pocket-books. 


Pass the hat, and pass it briskly, sinners tremble now, 
Or black crape will soon be waving from some stricken brow. 
I am righteous, I am holy, you are vile, impure, 
I've been ransomed, washed—not white—washed holier than 
thon. 
Refrain. 


Pass the hat, and pass it gaily, we’ve come here to wir. 

Incidental pick-ups daily is the boat we're in. 

Don't think your deeds will save you, I’ve a gospel new, 

I outrank all previous teachers, beat them through and 

through, 

I’ve compiled some new commandments, fifty cents a book, 

QQ 1it your meanness, help the orphans—1 am one, just look. 
Refrain. ` 


T'm an orphan, I'm appealing, pass the hat, I eay, 
Tig " comes that smile, go way! 
7 ROOLRAIASTI( TGR, 
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Childrens Corner. 


Adited by Miss Susan H. Won, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
his Oor ner should be sent. 


„Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


My World. 


My world—ite wealth I cannot tell 
Lios hid in yonder quiet dell ! 

In that low house from whence yon see 
The smoke come curling sracefully. 
That cottage is my palace--home— 
And sure, no king upon his throne 
Hier tasted joy so sweet to win, 

So true and pure, go free from sin, 
As in that place has filled my life, 
And purified it from all strife ; 

For in that spot came heaven to me, 
With my sweet wife and babies three. 


S. H. W. 
— eo 


A Protest. 
When persons claim the right divine 
To save or damn my soul, 
Td like to lash them with the truth, 
E'en from pole to pole. 


They're blind as bats in noonday sun, 
Or moles beneath the ground, 

They talk of hells they never saw, 
And heaven not yet found, 


Sell “ eorner lots * in golden streets 
To villains, rogues, and knaves, 

Who grind the faces of the poor, 
And make their betters slaves. 


Our priest picks out the soft pine wood, 
And saws with lazy stroke, 

And leaves a poor infirm old mau 
Lo saw the knotty oak. 


And when they call on sisters dear, 
Placed at the table head, 

They’re sure.to get the choicest bits, 
While workmen go half fed. 


They cast their rnined women by, 
As godly Beecher did, 

To starve or freeze in deep disgrace, 
While they are higher fed. 


The rich old wine all gather round 
To save their souls from doom; 

The younger come to brace their nerves 
With fans and sweet perfume. 


And thus the wheel goes round and round 
That these imposers turn, 

But "fore I'll hav such saving grace, 
In heil-fire I will burn. 


You say that all are not the same, 
That some should be received ; 

But all preach falsehood more than truth, 
And cannot be believed. 


They know no more about a life 
Beyond this one on earth, 

'Than we knew of thig present world 
Before we had our birth. 


And if they did—our work is here, 
And if we gaze up there 

We loge our time, we trip or fall, 
And fail to do our share. 


Our time is now- forever now— 
Let's do our duty well; 
And then we need not fatten priesta, 
Nor fear a future hell. 
E.A THORPE. 


— . — — 
Biographical Sketches. 
V.— DRYDEN. 


John Dryden was born at Aldwinckle, in 
Northamptonshire, on August 9, 1681. His 
father was the son of Sir Erasmus Dryden, 
created a baronet in 1619. Young Dryden 
had an excellent education. He successfully 
passed the examination at Cambridge after a 
period of four years, and became bachelor 
of arts in 1653. In 1654 he became master 
of arts. He then went to London under 
the patronage of Sir Gilbert Pickering, to 
whom he was warmly attached, but after the 
publication of a poem entitled Astrea 
Redux” a coolness was observed between 
the baronet and Dryden, supposed to hav 
occurred on account of the poem mentioned 
above. Dryden then became author by pro. 
fession, and wrote plays for the stage. His 
first acted play was The Wild Gallant.” 
In the month of December, 1668, he married 
the daughter of the earl of Berkshire. One 
of his plays, which has attained great popu. 
larity, was written after the style of Shak. 
spere’s ** Antony and Cleopatra.” It is enti- 
tled All for Love; or, The World Well 
Lost.” 

After the death of King Charles IL, he 
was converted to the Roman Catholic re- 
ligion. 
with the displeasure of his friends, as the 
historian Macaulay called him an illus. 
trious renegade.” In 1698 he commenced his 
great poem, Fables,“ and finished it in 
& year and a half. In 1700, during the month ; 


-| printed in Tag Trors SEK RR or Corner. 


His change of faith seemed to meet 


family doctor wanted to amputate it, but 
the poet would not let him, as he thought 
what remained to him of health and strength 
was hardly worth the pain of amputating it. 
He died on May Ist, in his sixty-ninth year. 


Ina A. BALLOU. 
— —49 +e — — 


Correspondence. 


TAMPA, FLA., Aug. 18, 1891. 

Drar Miss Wixow: I hav never written to 
you before, but as you invite all the children 
to write I thought I might be a Cornerite, 
too. Mr. Walker lets me read Tug TRUTH 
BEEKER, and I like it much. Do you not 
think that story of * The Father's Return” 
Bplendid ? Ilove to read the Children's Cor- 
ner, for I always find something to please me 
init. But, oh! aren't Mr. Heston’s pictures 
just jolly? When I get big enough to think 
I will take Tug TRUTH BzgEEER. I am now 
only nine years old. But I guess J must stop; 
this is getting too long, 

Your little truth seeker, Jxssrs ROUTE. 

WENATOHEE, "Wasm., Aug. 10, 1891. 

Miss Susan H. Wixow, Friend: You hav 
been kind enough to print two of my letters, 
so I am going to ask you for another kind- 
ness. 

Our friend and brother, Edwin Thorpe, gav 
mamma a book as a present, and in it was a 
poem he had written and left there by mis. 
take. Now, I think it is too good to be lost, 
sol am going to send it to you and would be 
much obliged to you if you could hav it 
In 
my last letter to the Corner is stated the 
trouble I had in enduring religious exercises 
at school. C. B. Reynolds has written to 
papa about it, and we will not be troubled 
any more in that way, thanks to his help. 

There has been * good deal said about col- 
lectors and collections of minerals. Iam also 
a collector. I would like to trade specimens 
of marble onyx from papa’s mine to some one 
for other specimens of onyx for my collection. 

Hoping you will be kind enough to print 
the poem, I will close. 

HELEN MARGARET PARRISH. 
PALISADE MINES, CALISTOGA, at} 
Aug. 14, 1891. 

Dear Miss WixoN: You no doubt hav 
forgotten me, although I hav written to the 
Corner twice before; one of the letters was 
to you, a Bort of private letter, and I requested 
you not to publish it. Do you remember ? 

I hav been very busy this year raising 
chickens. I hav about ninety now; and I am 
going to raise a hundred. 

Is that not doing pretty well? I hav 
raised them all myself, too ; no one has helped 
at all, onlv, of course, when there were any 
sick I had mamma help mea little then. (Oh, 
I must not forget the hens; they, of course, 
did something toward raising the chickens.) 

Ihav a pony to ride; his name is Gobo. He 
is in pasture at present. I hav fine times rid- 
ing him. I ride on the surcingle and- like it 
ever s0 much better than the side-saddle. 
Do you like to ride?. 

Where I now liv is at papa’s silver mines. 
I used to liv in Napa, but like this place|w 
ever 80 much better; it is a very pretty place. 
The mil and all the houses are built in 
a canyon, and a very pretty canyon it is, too. 
There are some very high cliffs at the head of 
the canyon. and to the right of the cliffs are 
the Palisades. 

Well, I hav written a long enough letter, 
too long perhaps, for maybe I hav tired you. 
Bo I say good-bye. Lora GRIGSBY. 


[Xes, Lola, we remember you very well. 
You hav improved in writing. It must be 
quite an interesting family of chickens that 
you hav to care for, but we are sure you 
are equal to it. We hope it will not be 
long before we shall hear from you again. 
—Ep. C. C] 


LIFE AND CAREER 


Charles Bradlaugh 


George Jacob Holyoake. 


Every Freethinker wants this Life of the Great 
English Secularist, by the Father of Secularism. 


Price, 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. 
Address this Office, 


— —— ́ä—äüäA—ä— — — 
s * 
Evolution Series. 
Lectures and Disoussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 


No. 1. Alfred Russell Wallace, by Edward D. 
Cope, Ph. D.; with portrait. 
0. 2.—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man ; With portrait. 


Price, 10 Cents each. 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


of April, Dryden was troubled with “a Friends will please gend stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


slight inflammation in one of his toes, which 
became from neglect a gangrene.” 


The 


ELMINA DRAKE SLYNKER, 
Bnowrville, Va. 


Price, Cloth, 


THIRD EDITION, 


My Religious Experience. 
By S. P, Putnam, B 
Price; - E 


3 


25 cents. 


OTHER WORKS BY S. P. PUTNAM. 
The New God. Price, 10 cents. 
The Problem of the Universe, and 


its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms 
of Un- versology. Price, 20 cents. 


Waifs and Wanderings, A New 
American Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; n 
50 cents, ‘tA prose epic of the war, ric. 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day."—John Swinton's Paper. 

“The 


Golden Throne, A Romance. 
author »ertainly has genius.: The divine 
creativ Spark is with him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words—the transcript of a manly mind. 
Every Liberal should read ‘ Golden Throne.'” 
—Ingersolt. Price, $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
itis shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

“It 


Prometheus, A Poem. is 


crammed with life, thought, and profound 

emotion, poured forth, it seems to me, with 

eas beauty.“ Dr. Henry W. Bellows, 
rice, $1, 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic poems. Price, 10 cents. 


Adami ard Heva. A poetic version 


of the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
which its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is mown, Price, 10-cents. 
` For all of the above sddre 
THE TRU rH. ‘SEEKER co, 
28 Lafayette Plac, New York. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. B. PERRY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa, 


A FARM FOR SALE. 
24 ACRES. 
Beautifully located. 5 miles from New York on 
New Jersey Central Rich soil. Owner re- 
tring: Price neral p: 


dress . WHITE, 
tf Oare of TuE TRUTH 13 


THE 


French Invasion of ladin mj 


Leaves cf Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroic Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke.. 


By VALERIAN GEISAYEDOFF. 

With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists., Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and go!d side stamps. ` Price, $1.50. 


appreciation. ion Js on one hand, t sped 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition 
and on the other the debasing effectsof Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Oontains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Pains to the French Directory. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
12115 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid 
for25eenta. Addresse THE TRUTH SEEKER 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I. EVOLUTION, ANTIQUITY, PLOTERI, Eto: By 


iliam Durham. F. R. S. E. 


II. ASTRONOMY, BUN, Moons STARS, Ero. By Will. 


iam Durham. F. R. S. 


These handy series of volumes on Bolenoe—of 


which the above works form the first two num- 

bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 

cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 

most casual reader. They supply & popular need. 
The price of each is 50 cents in cloth. 


What Would Follow 


THE 


Effacement of Christianity? 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. - 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLECTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 


For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 


For Schools and the Home, 


COMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN, 


PRIOR, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The ole Factors and Haact Ratios in the 
Aoguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K, INGALLS, 
$1.00. 


— Í 


6. EVOLOTION OF ANIMAL 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


Kennedy’s Medical Discov- 
ery cures Horrid Old Sores, 
Deep Seated Ulcers of 40 


years’ standing, Inward Tu 

mors, and every disease of 
the skin, except Thunder 

Humor, and Cancer that has . 
taken root. Price, $1.50. 

Sold by every Druggist in 

the United States and Can- 

ada. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Hach. 
1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
philoso hilosophy, By Mr. DANIEL GREENLHAT 


2. OHARLEB| BOBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 


and influence. By Rev. Jonn W. OHADWIOE. 


[A BOLAR AND. PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 


Bow suns and worlds come into being. 


By 
» GABRET P. SERVISS. 


4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 


geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 


5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE : How life 


ILLIAM POTTS, 
LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. Rossrrxn 


RAYMOND. 
NT OF MAN: His grigim, antiq- 


7. THE DES 
uity, growth. By Prof. H. D. O 


By Mr. 


8. EVOLUTION OF MIND : Its hatare "and de- 


velopment. By Dr. BOREBRT G. ECOLES. 


9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By JAMES A. BEIL- 
10, EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. Suhr 
11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. Lxwis 
12. PROOFS. "s OF EVOLUTION. By Nzrsox O. 
18. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 


HOUGHT. By JoRx W. Onapwi 


14. PHILOSOPHY oF EVOLUTION, By BTAER 


NIOHOL&S 
5. THE "EF VEOT "OF ROLY TON ON T 
COMING OI TIO Bx. Nor 7. 
RAVAGE. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
88 Lafayette Place, New Yo rk. 


[FORCE AND MATTER; 


Principles of the Natural Order 


of the Universe, With a Sys- 
tem of Morailty Based 
The: eon. 
Bx Prorreson LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D, 
CONTENTS : i 


Forco and Matter, The Fitness of Things in 
Immortality of Matter, Nature (Teleology), 
Immortality of Foros, Man, 

Iofinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 

Vaiue of Matter, Thought, 

M tion, Consciousness, 


Form, Beat of the Soul, 
Immutability of Natural Ianate Ideas, 
a Wa, ne Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Vital Force Continuance, 
„ H 
The Heavens, e Soul 
Periods of the Oreation dro W Wi glor Bruten, 


ont the Bart th, ti 8 rality, ai : 
riginal Generation o 0 - 
Secular Generation, tions ty Observa 


Price $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00, 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


** The shame itself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


LIFE OF 


Joshua Davidson: 


. MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MBB. E. LYNN LINTON, - 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Creation. 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp.. 75 Cents. 


SF This book was suppressed by the fret Amer- 
fcan publisher. gm 
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NOW READY.-PRIC 


E,$2 AND $2.50. 


he Freethinkers’ Pictorial TextBook 


SHOWING 


AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS Ok FACT, 


| Designs bv Watson 


Uncle Sam ‘and the Priests, 


The Pests that Bother Uncle Sam. 
Unole Sam Bleaps, but the Priests do Not. 
Romanism with Her Mask On. 
The Mask Off. : ; 
“Submit to the Roman Pontiff as to God.” 
The Skeleton that Uncle Sam may Some Day 
nd in his Ologet. 
A New Laocoon. ' 
The Trail of the Serpent, 
_ Boms Undesirable Immigrants... 
. Lay Loyalty 7 : 
“Where Liberty Reigns the Tyrant Seeks to 
Slay Her."—La Balle. : 
The Outcome of Ohurch and State Union. 
The God-in-the-Oonstitution Guerillas.—Lib- 
erty in Peril. : 
Religions Treason the Ruin of the Republic. 
A Transformation of the Bartholdi Statue 
‘which may be Expected under Religious 


Rule. 
What Unole Sam Should Do. 


The church Robbing the People. 
New York Oity's Annual Gift to the Ohurches. 
he Taxpayers and the Ohurches—I, — 
Thanksgiving. 
. Thanksgiving, 


“ III. 
Sabbath Laws. 


Sabbatarian Efforts in the National Senate, 
Sunday in a Sabbatarian City. 

The Olerzy’s Opportunity. 

As the Olergy Desire Sunday—L 


III. 
The Children and the Church. 


Two Ways to Go, 

ich Shall We Have? 
A Teacher We Do Not Want. 
The Shadow in Our Schools. 
A New Application of an Old Text. 
The Reptiles in the Path. — « 
Recruiting for Church Institutions. 
A Parochial Schon! Lesson, 
Products of the Parochial Schools. 
The Disguise Slips Off. 
A Web for the Unwary. 
The Religious Trap. 
Sunday-School Scholars. 
The Joys of the Sunday-School Boy. 


Weman and the Church. 


oman’s Path from Servitude to Freedom, 
noouragement to Gro Astray. 
Bt. Paul as a Member of the School Board. 
The Church's Use for W. 


oman. 
Fishing. 
‘Woman the Supporter of Preacher and Pope} 
Helping the Ohurch. . 
The Oburch's Ohief Support. 
When Womanhood Awakes. 


Buck’s Theological Dictionary, Buckle’s History of Civilization, Brooks Adams’s 


ARGUMENT OF 


THE ARTIST, 


| CONTENTS: 
The Church and Thomas Paine. The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross, 


Thomas Paine. : 
The Preacher and tho Patriot. 
. One Work by Paine Outweighs All the Preach- 


ers, 
Why Paine Was Denounced, ; 
Paine's Services and His Reward from the 
Ohurch. . 
Once Upon a Time a Donkey Kicked a Lion. 


Studies in Natural History. 


A Question for Theologiosl Ethnologists. 
Some Problems in Evolution. 

The Prototype of the Methodist Revival. 
Religion in Man and Instinct in the Brute. 


The Bible and Science, 


The Bible and Geology. 
The Bible and Geography. á 


The Clergy and their Flocks. 


Shearing Time. 

The Olergy’s Hold Upon the People. 
One of a Very Numerous Class. 

The Physician and the Flock. 

Duty to the Olergy. 


M Oonferencs Time. 
ork or : Methodist Conference in Now Xork 
n . : 

The Burden of the Orogs. 

i Conception of Olerical Priv. 

Tue Ark of the Lord, - 

Sympathizing With their Pastor. 

One Triumphant Saint. 

Appearance and Fact. 

Ohaplains in the Army and Navy. 

A Desirable Bargain. 
Piety in Our Penitentiaries, 

A Religious Procession. Ra 
The Atonement Scheme, 

The Atonement Doctrine. 

Practical Application of the Atonement. 

The Great Efficacy of Baptism. 

How to Get a Halo and a Harp. 


Divine Beneficence. $ 
The Tabernacles of the Lord—I. 
$4 st st ss —II. 


A Few vistims of Divine Benoficence, 


Prayer. 
A Drouth in Cambridge, III., in 1887. 
Our Father in Heaven. 
The Creeds, at 
What Is Ohristianity ri 
"wow [s III. 
The Olamor of the Oreeds. 
Sustaining the Oreeds. 
The Oreedal Fiddle. 
Fre Oreods of the World, 
hristianity’s Holy Family. 
Janus-faced Oreedaliats. . 
The Oreedalists and the Government—“Our 
God, Our Qountry, and an Appropriation.” 


medans, 
Their Scientific Records Compared. 


Two Samples of Christianity’s 
Work. 


Romans of the Past and Present. 
Peruvians Before and Since the Conquest. 


Missionaries: 
. Hypocrisy of Ohristian Missionary Effort—-I. 


! III. 
Ohristian Migsiongries in India. 
Missionary Methods in the Ghurch of England. 
A Poor Rule That Doesn't Work Both Ways. 


The Lord's Instruments. 
Religious Rule. 

Bible Doctrines and their Results. 
Biblical Temperance Statements. 


-Applied. 
The Ohristian Scheme from Genesis to the 
Synoptical Gospels, and the Practical Re- 


sults, 
The Authority of the Footpad. 
The Wisdom of Solomon. 
he Law and the Gospel Not the Same, 
ogult of Faith at Findlay. Ohio. 
Which Statements Shall We Be Damned for 
Diebelieving ? 
Irre onribitity of Ohristians—Whence they 
Obtain and Where they Put their Bins. 
Jogas Paid It All. 
A Oandidete for Glory—An Old Sinner, but a 
New Saint. 
Some Tests for True Believers, 
Following Christ. 
n Earnest Christian. 
A Trial of Faith. 
The Faults in Ohristian Morality.—I. 
t 40 [Tr] iy} cy —LH. 
III. 
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-V. 
An Incident of a Snow. storm, January, 1889. 
Another Incident of Another Snow-storm. 
On the Anxious Seat. 
Different Stories of an Alleged Occurrence. 


The Church and Slavery. 
The Ghost in the Methodist Ohurchyard. 


Priests in Politics. 
The Oologsus of New York. 


The Political Oaliban and the ReligiousRogues. 


Ireland and the Church. 


A Oontribution to the Irish Question. 
. e Ohurches in Ireland. 
The Gospel of Peace in Ireland. 


The Tronble With Pat, 


The Church’s Idea of Civilization. 


The Gallows One of Ohristian Civilization’s 
41 None 
What Rome Would Use to Civilize People. 


AUTHORITIES QUOTED: 


President John Adams, Robert C. Adams, D'Aubigne's History-of the Reformation, Athanasian Creed, Prof. H. d. Atkinson, Matthew Arnold, Lord Amberley, Account of 
the Irish Massacre, Cardinal Baronius, Cardinal Bellarmine, Byron, Senator Henry W. Blair, D. M. Bennett, H. W. Beecher, Burnett's History of My Own Times, Annie Besant, 


HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE - 


Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


Its Evolution. 


Unkind Reflections 
Church. 


Decline of the Papacy in Italy. 
The Old Tiger and His Whelps. 
The Ory of the Ohurch, Don't Hurt Our 
‘eelings. 
Shake, Old Man: We're on the Same Lar 
(Tammany ward worker to Methodist min. 
isterial delegate). 


Persecutions by the Church. 


The Burning of Bruno, 

The Only Thing on Which the Sects Agree. 

An Unwslcome Pilgrimage. 

When Ohrietiang Made the Laws. 

Buperstition the Same in All Places and Ages. 
nishmeut of Roger Williams. 

ous of Dr. McGlynn—the Ohurch True to Her 


ecord. 
Onsting Pearls Before Swine. 
The Bigotry of Ohurch and State. 


Some Allegories. 
The Genii who Preside Over the Road to 


nowledge. 
The Three Graces of Infidelity. 
A Olerica! Move 
The Trinity that Ruled tho World in the Dark 


ges. 
„Let tha Ghosts Go.” 
The Race Between America's Infidel Orator 
and England's Christian Statesman. 
The Enemy and the Friend of Liberty. 
Roman Oatholie Pandora's Box. 
A. New Rendering of an Old Bhyme. . 
An Error in Biblical Navigation. 
The World Still Moves. 


Heaven. 
On the Probation Plan.—Scene Outside of the 
Gates of the New Jerusalem. 
On the Probation Plas.—Scene Inside of the 
Gates of the New Jerusalem. 
Into Heaven via, Purgatory. 


Hell. 
How to Make the Road to Salvation Plain. 
The Glory of Election. 
The Amusement of the Saints in Heaven. 
A “lerica} Surprise Party. 
The Theologians and Skeptics. 
The Devil’s Occupation Gone. 


Miscellaneous. 
Talmage’s Petrified Blasphemer—A Religious 


ampaign Story of '86. 
The Futility of Hitching Evolution to Ortho- 


Oxy, 
The Evolution of a Sacrament. 
A Hint to Talmage, Sam Jones, et at, 
The Women’s Ohristian Temperance Union’s 


rusade. 
Tools of the Olerical Trade. 
The Modern Balaam. 


Upon the 


mancipation of Massachusetts, Governor Brownlow of Tennessee, J. M. Buckley, D.D., Charles 


Bradlaugh, Professor Buchner, Beauchamp, Prof. James Bryce, M.P., Edward Beecher, Bible Myths, A. Bierbower, M. Babcock, Council of Constance, Christian Statesman, Dr. 
Thomas Cooper, Rev. James Freeman Clarke, Dr. Carpenter, Christian Advocate, Catholic Review, Catholic World, Chiniquy's Fifty Years in the Church of Rome, Rev. Moncure D. 
Conway, Thomas Carlyle, Presbyterian Confession of Faith, The Chronicle of Perth, Jesus Christ, Congregational Creed, Prof. W. K. Clifford, Archbishop Corrigan, William Cobbett 
on the English Church, Catholic Union and Times, Chambers’s Cyclopedia, Cassius Clay, Prof. Theodore Dwight, Darwin, William Denton, Dana’s Manual of Geology, Prof. Van 
Buren Denslow, Durham’s Commentarie Upon the Book of Revelation, Dowling's History of Romanism, Diderot, Draper’s Intellectual Development of Europe, Drapers Conflict 
Between Religion and Science, Chauncey M. Depew, Edward Everett, Emmong’s Volume of Sermons, Jonathan Edwards, Benjamin Franklin, San Francisco Freethought, Jas. Anthony 
Froude, Garibaldi, Guizot (French Historian), Gregory VII., President J. A Garfield, President U. 8. Grant, A. J. Grover, Boston Globe, Gamble, Helen H. Gardener, Matilda Joslyn 
Gage, Gibbon, Genesis, Rev. E. E. Guild, Gillespie’s Aaron’s Rod Blossoming, Greg’s Creed of Christendom, Goethe, Cardinal Gibbons, Patrick Henry, Alvah Hovey, D.D., President 
Newton Theological Institution; D'Holbach, Victor Hugo, Dexter A. Hawkins, Ernst Haeckel, Hecker' Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages, Professor Huxley, Hutchinson’s Exposi- 
tion of the Minor Prophets, Hobbes, Harper’s Weekly, Hallam's History of the Middle Ages, Ingersoll, President Thomas Jefferson, C. H. Jones, ed. Chris. Paper of Chicago; O. D. 
Jones in Am. Nonconformist, Kingsley’s Natural History, Abner Kneeland, Lecky’s Rationalism in Europe, Leo XIII. (Pope), Loyola, Lafayette, Henry Luttrell, Martin Luther, Locke 
Macaulay, President Madison, President Monroe, Dean Milman, Milton, W. H. H. Murray, Dr. McG.ynn, Hon. Stanley Matthews, of the U. 8. Supreme Court, Manu, Cardinal 
Manning, Maine's Ancient Law, Arthur B. Moss, Massachusetts Records, Morell’s History of Philosophy, Michelet, Moore, Mi Herald, Mohammedan Emir to Bishop 
Crowther, John Stuart Mill, Wm. McDonnell’s Heathens of the Heath, Mackenzie’s History of the XIX Century, New Haven Colony Records, Neander, Church Historian ; Lord Neares, 
Nordau, Bishop O'Connor, Felix L. Oswald, Robert Dale Owen, Max O'Rell, People’s Cyclopedia, Pius IX. (Pope), Pius X. (Pope), Archbishop Paley, Parker Pillsbury, St. Paul, 
Thomas Paine, Plymouth Colony Records, Life of the Rev. Alexander Peden, Prescott (History), John Peck, Prof. Richard A. Proctor, Josiah Quincy, Edgar Quinet, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin), Robertson, John E. Remsburg, Report of New York Cattolic Protectory, Rutherford's Religious Letters, Reade’s Martyrdom of Man, Report to House of Commons by 
Sheriff Allison of Glasgow, Renan, Archbishop Ryan, Robertson's Survey of the State of Europe, E. A. Stevens, T. W. Smith (American Missionary), Dr. aff, Prof. Church History 
in Union Theological Seminary, New York; Herbert Spencer, Dr. Josiah Strong, Schopenhauer, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Shakspere, Charles Stephenson, Leslie Stephen, Elmina D. 
Slenker, PercyBysshe Shelley, Strauss, A. C. Swinburne, THE TRUTrR BuxxER, New York Tablet (Roman Catholic), J. P. Thompson, Truth Seeker Annual, New York Times, The 
New Englander, Taylor, Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, U. S. Senate Reports, U. S. Senate Sunday Bills, Upham’s Salem Witchcraft, Voltaire, Volney, Gilbert Vale, Rev. Thomas Vincent, 
Cardinal Wiseman, President George Washington, Walt Whitman, J. M. heeler, Archbishop Whately, Daniel Webster, Rev. John Wesley, Prof. Andrew D. White, Wishart's 
Memoirs of the Marquis of Montrose, John Wilson, M. A., Elizur Wright, Lieutenant Wood, U. S. N., J. G. Whittier, E. C. Walker in Bible Temperance, Nathaniel Ramsay 


Waters, W. W. Walker. 
NEARLY 400 PAGES, 12 INCHES BY 9 INCHES, BOUND IN BOARDS, WITH ILLUMINATED COVER, $2; IN CLOTH, GOLD STAMP, $2.50. 
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BURGESS-UNDERWOOD DEBATE] PIONEER PITH. 


ON CHRISTIANITY. 


Betw B. F. UNDERWOOD and Prof. O. A. Bur- 
n7 Pres. of N. W. Christian Tiny 


pm 188pp., 50 ots: clo., 80. 
COMMON SENSE, 
By THOMAS PAINE. 

Written me : 


Price, 15 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of 
Christianity. 


j By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
: Price, 10 cents. 


IS AMERICA THE NEW WORLD? 


By L. L. Dawson. 
Price, PP 10 cents. 


‘DEACON SKIDMORE’S LETTERS, 
(Zion Hil Baptist.) His Evolution out of 
Onristianity. By D. M. BxwNETT. Paper, 50 
cents; cloth, 75. 


"ECCE DIABOLUS. 


„Jehovah. Worship and Devil- Worship Identical— 
ien Bloody Sacrifices and Burnt Offerings. 

By the Very Bev. Evan Davies, Arch Druid of 

Great Britain 


Price, cents. 


RELIGIOUS POSITIVISM ; 


R, PosrTIVIST ÜALENDAR. Brief Exposition of 
Comtean System. 
Paper, 25 cents ; cloth, 50 


Eight Scientific Tracts. 
EVOLUTION, DARWINISM, etc. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD and others. 
Price, 20 cents. 


EPIDEMIC DELUSIONS. 
By F. R, Marvin, M.D. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Essay on Miracles, 
By DAVID HUME. 


Price, 10 cents. 


ESSAYS AND LECTURES 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Paper, 300pp., 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


Father, Son, and Holy a 


By T. E. Lonasuore. 
50., 50c. per doz., 25 for $1. 


THEUNSEEN WORLD. 


By Pror. Jonn Fiskk. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOSPEL OF ATHEISM. 
By ANNIE BESANT. 
Price, 10 centr. 


GOTTLIEB: HIS LIFE, 
A Romance of Earth, Heaven, and Hell. 
By 8. P. PUTNAM. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Heathens of the Heath. 


RADICAL ROMANCE, 
By Wm. MoDONNELL. : 
500pp., paper, 80 cenis. 


HOLY BIBLE ABRIDGED. — 
The passages unfit for ramy reading. 
Pap., 306.; clo., 50 - 


LOGIC OF DEATH, 


OR, 
Way BHoULD THE ATHEIST FEAR TO Dix? 
By J. G. HoLxoAkr. 
Price, 5 cents. 


THE 
LOGIC OF LIFE, 
DEDUCED FROM E 
THE PaiNorrR or PFaERTHOUGHT. 
By G. J. HorvoAER. l 
Price, 5 cents. ~ 


Secular Responsibility 
By G. J. A0LTOARR. 
Price, 5 cents. 


GENESIS I, II: 
BIBLE NARRATIVE OF. CREATION. 
By A. R. GROTE, A.M. 
Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, 75. 


boch Women of the Bible, 


A History of 


ALL THE WOMEN WHO FIGURE IN THE BIBLE. 


BY 
An Ungodly Woman of the XIXth Century: 
+. Papa 500.5 Cid. 75. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO.; 
E 28 Lafayette PL, New York. 


p or 5 ON RATIONALISM. © 


By 8 ams, President of Montreal 
Pioneer W ongat Olub ; ante or of 
els in Faith from Tra- 
tion to Roason,” 
. * Évolution—A Summary of Evidence." 


A compendium of scientific and critical lore. 
Best handbook for introducing the general 
reader to the principles and data on which 
tionaligm is based. 

Paper, 12mo, 100pp., 25 cents. 


EVOLUTION THEORY 
Three lectures by Pror. Tuos. H. HUXLEY. 
Paper, 10 cents. 


Thirty DISCUSSIONS, BIBLE STORIES, 
ESSAYS, and LECTUBES. 
By D. M. BENNETT. - 
Pap., 700pp. 75 "centa. 


BENNETT-TEED DISCUSSION. 


"Jesus the Lord God, Oreator of Heaven and 
Earth.” 


By D. M. Bennerr and Rev. Mn. TEED. 
Paper, 80 cents. 


BESANT-HATCHARD DEBATE, 


BETWEEN 
ANNIE BESANT AND REV. A. HATOHARD 


N 
Jesus of Nazareth & Historical Oharacter, and the 
Infiuence of Ohristianity. 


Price, 35 cents. 


BIBLE BALANCED. 


Comparing the Bible's Best Teachings and Bay- 
ings with those of Philosophers who 
Lived previous to Bible 


Author 
By Ge ©. DARLING. 
Paper, - 50 cents. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 


Errors Exposed. 
By O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


(BIBLE MORATS. 


TWENTY CRIM ES and VICES 
Sanctioned oy Scripture. 
By J. E. REMsBUBG.  — 
Price, 25 cents. 


CRIMES OF PREACHERS in the 
United States and. Canada. 


By M. E. BirriNGs. 
Price, . 25 cents. 


BUDDHIST NIHILISM. 


By Max MULLER, M.A. 
Price, 10 cents. 


GOLDEN MEAN in Temperance 
and Religion. 


By JOHN E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


INSPIRATION OF BIBLES. 


By Jno. E. BURTON. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Christianity and Materialism, 


. By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 15 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


By O. B. Wurrrozp, M.D. 
Price, 10 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY from a SCIENTIFIC and 
HISTORICAL. STANDPOINT. 
By W. N. MoLABEN. 
_ Paper, 50 cents. 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 
Adventures in the Land 
of Cosmos. New Scripture (evidently. inspired). 
Discovered by I. N. F1pEL and A. Hook. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE CRISIS. 


By THOMAS PAINE. 
Written during the American Revolution, and by 
order of General Washington read 
to the army. 
Paper, 40 cents ; cloth, 75. 


{CULTIVATION OF nu 


ITS RELATIONS TO 


Revigious PuRITANISBM AND Mongy-Gzrrine. 


By A. B. COOPER. 
Paper, 206.; flexible clo., 35. 


THE DARWINS. A Domestic Rad- 
ical Romance. By Mrs. E. D. Blenker. 
Pap., 500.5; clo., 75. z 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
98 Lafayetie PL. New York, 


mE n J. A. FROUDE. 


SISTER LUOY 
HER AWFUL “DISCLOSURES, 


As TO New HALL CoxvzNT. 
And a Few Words on Auricular Confession. 
Price, 10 cents. 


POSITIVIST CALENDAR. 


Each day and month of the year being named 
after the great benefactors of the race, 
whose portraits are given. - 
stituted by Aug. Comte. 


Cards, 14; rinted on both sides, 25 cents: on 
unes o cards, 35 cents. i i 


FALSE CLAIMS 


OF THE OHUROH. 


J. E. BEMSBURG. ` 
Price, 10 cents; per dozen, 75 cents. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE. 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 


fended, and Enjoined by 
the Bible. 
By E. C. WALKER. 


10 cents. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 
A Compenp or rat Narvrat Laws oF 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
ExoHANGE. - 

By J. K. INGALLS. 

Price, 25 cents. 


Science and Theology. 


ANOIENT AND MODERN, 


25 gente. — — 


Tagersoll« on McGlynn. 


8c., 300. per dozen, $2 per 100. 


LAY SERMON. 


_ On the Labor Question. f 
By R. G INGERSOLL. 
Price, 5 cents ; 50 cents per doz.; $1 for 25. 


. ROBT. G. INGERSOLL’S . 
OPENING SPRECH TO THE JURY 


l in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company - 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph oil ERE 
Price: 10 cents. 


THE STAGE AMD THE PULPIT, 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen ; $2 per 100. 


THE. TRUTH OF HISTORY, 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 3 cents; 80 cents per dozen; $2 per 100. 


ls the God of Israel the True God? 


tive of the Five Books of Monen, hata 
Narta Judges, aud he Now Testam 


Price, 25 cents. 


Masonic Vindication of ‘Right 


By O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


MIRACLES 
MIRACLE- WORKERS. 


By JOHN PECK. 
Price, . . 10 cents. 


Tele- 


^ THE 
ORDER OF CREATION. 


A DISOUSSION BETWEEN 
GLADS TON E, HUXLEY, 4 ULLER, 
LIN. TON, , RE VILL 
On the Conflict between Genesis 94 Geology. 
12mo, 178 pages, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 78 cents. 


„Our Father in Heaven.“ 


By Onas. STEPHENSON. 
1 cent; 50 cents per hundred ; $8 per thousand. - 


' PERSONAL EXISTENCE 
AFTER DEATH IMPROBABLZE. 
By L. R. Starrs. 

E 10 cents. 
WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS IN 
PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
i Bx B. F. Unpgrrwoop. 
Price, 10 cents; 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
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DID MAN FALL? 


| The Location and: Toop hy of the Gar. 
. den of Eden & Fact. 


I8 THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 
$5,000 REWARD. 


n ISRAEL W. GROH, Author of „Is the God 
of Israel the True God? 
Paper, 10 cents. 


The Candle From Underthe Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and, Laughable. 
By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - = = - JBPOcenta. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 
OF 


THE BIBLE. ~ 

1 4 4 PROFOSITIONS, 1 Theological, Moral, His. 

torical, and Speculative, each proved sf- 
firmatively and negatively by quotations from 
scripture, without comment; embodying the most 
palpable and striking self-contradictions of the 
so-called inspired word of God. 

By W. H. Bunk. 73 pages. Price, 15 conte. — cents. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 


By A. Bonito, 


10 cents. 
Specimen of The Bible. Esther. 
By A. HoLTOARKE. 


10 cents. 
Acts of The Apostles. A Farce. 
Bx A. HoLvoAKRE. ; 


10 cents, 


Price, 
Price, 


Price, 


Ludiereus Aspects of Christianity. 


Bv A. HoLvoaxx. 
. Price, *. * 10 cents, 


. ᷣͤ ͤ——. —— ͤ——— 
LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
By M. D. Conway. 

Price, —— — 5 cents. 


EVOLUTION OF ISRAEL 'S GOD. 
By A. L. Rawson. ' 


~ Price, - 10 cents. 


THE, NEW AGE. 


B. BELL. 


ix — — 10 cents. 


If You Take Away My Religion 
What Will You Give Me Instead? 


Bx MARTIN. 
Price. 


A PLEA FOR ATH EIS M 


By CHAB LESS BRADLAUGH. 
Price. 10 cents. 


Dialogue Between a Christian Mis- 
sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 


Price, 10 cents. 


Men, Women,and Gods, 
And Other Lectures, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER, 
With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


10 cents. 


WOMAN: 
Her Past and Tni Her Rights. and 
Wrongs, 
By B. F. UspERWOOD. 
Price; 10 cénta, 


MATERIALISM: 


Irs History AND Its INFLUENOR UPON 
OOIETY. 
BY DR. Louis Boop. Author of Fores and 
Matter,” etc. 
Translated from the German. . 
Paper, 12o, 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities, 


BY JOHN PECK. 
Price 20 cents; six copies for $1. 


| Confessional: Romish and Anglican. 


: An Exposé. 
By BALADIN. Price, 80 centa. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise From the 
Dead 1 
By BALADIN. 


Price, 25 Cents. 


WEDL PHE COMING MAN WORSHIP GOD? 


By B. F. e 
Price, . . 10cents. 
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H SEEKER LIBRARY, 


TRUT 


No. ` BOOKS ISSUED. Price, 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 
Ore’ Almanao. . 4 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gas- 
dener. . ceeeeeees e e 50 
3. Age of Reason. Thomae Paine 25 
4, Angwers to Ohristian Questions. D. M. 
Bennett... . . RÖ 
5, Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck. 20 
6. Viotor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire 10 
7. Ingersoll’a Address on Shakspere ........ 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 
Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH. OENTUBY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
- girls and a younger brother who were left parent. 
ess, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
oing to Ohicago. The autnor is also the heroin. 
he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's lite and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks. 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is dust such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be.interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world, Price 25 cents. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


CANCER and Tumors CURED: no knife 
book free. Drs.GRATIGNY & NORRIS 
No, 163 Elm street, Cincinnati, O 

i k 
Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mati and Oharles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 


Oolonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 


Reply to Father Lamberts 
“Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free, 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 18 
cents. : 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. : 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defeotiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which isthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents, 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents, 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. i 

The Glory of Unbelief, 
cover. : Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Reli f and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents, : 

The American Secular Union ; Its 

Necessity and the Justice of Its 

Nine Demands. 


nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32.page8 in cover 
Price, 10 cents. ; 
Theological Presumption : An Open 
Letter to the Rav. Dr. R, F, Burns, of Halifax, 
,B, In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Ohristianity, 8. Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism, 
8. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


5 cents. ada : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
38 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 


ASENTS WANTED Ste WE Are 


opportunity. Geo. A. Scott, 842 Broadway, 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


A 


22 pages in 


. OR, THE 
Conflict bee Roason and Superstition, 
UY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 


Philadelphia, Pa, 


— 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 


— 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price; 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lishedat this office. 


(Dedicated to Colo- | . 


— 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT, G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN OENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
` 98 Lafayette Place. New York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


- AND 
ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 
BY Jf 

HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Critical Review of the Religion 
of Man. . 


Oonren'Ts : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Mora! Progress Dependent 
on His Intelléotnal Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Christian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law.of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities, Love. Wis 
dom. Oharterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society, Rights of Government. Duties of So 
ciety to Oriminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, | 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to reoaiye new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is 


ways made to à man’s reason 
and to noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 


fishness,—[Boston Post. 


A suggestion of a really practicable and fessi. 
bie social state greatly in advance of the present, 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—_[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 60s. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 
AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’smagnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Ohristian . 
churches and Young Men’s 
Christian Assoëia- 
on. 


By Rion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address Tar TRUTH BEEKER. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 
Allin a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


Or Boys and Girls. 12m9, 388pp., $1.25. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Ohildren's Story-Book ever issued. 

86 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 

type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus. 

trated covers ; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 
Addrest THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed, . The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits,—{The American Idea. 4 


Cloth, 12mo, fi. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


| THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 
: THEIR x 


Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo. 1.119 p. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 
regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
animpertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 
The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 
of a ministers praying God to kill grasshop- 
ers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
ake a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!” Price, 10 cents, 


‘| Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. | F. 


Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


` Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price. 5 cente. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 
A tale of Pales'ine, 'ounded on the destruction of 
_ the Moabites by the Jews. 
By A. O. MIDDLETON. 


` Price, ; 8 : Zl 10 cente. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. LIBERAL HywN-Book contains songe 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tuneR 


Parton. Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker 
and, indeed, by all who hav-examined it. Price 


S Genta Address Taz Trora SERRER Or 


New “dition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introducticn by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayotte Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
sale at this office. Price, 50 cents. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 


IS A GREAT SUCCESS: 


The Crowning Achievement of Mechanical 
Genius, Taste, Energy, and Ingenuity, 
Combined with 4t years of Practi- 
cal Experience (34 years in 
Rochelle) at the Jeweler’s 
Bench. 


Uncqualed in qualityand price. Has 16 jewels, 
patent regulator, Brequet hair-spring (non- 
catchable), beautiful double sunk Paneled dial, 
finely adjusted to heat, cold, and Position, stem 
wind and Bet, new model 
8 ounce coin 8i ver. $22.50; 4 oz. dust proof, $25, 
no better Bold elsewhere for $35. In best 14kt 
filled goid cases, guaranteed 20 vears, open face, 
$27 to $30; hunting, $82 to $25; in 14kt, solid 
goid, $50 to $90. All elegantly engraved or plain. 
Sent prepaid, and cash refunded if not satiafac- 
tory. Watches cleaned, $1; springs, $1; andre. 
turned free. Best work in the world. Send for 


testimonials, price lista of ladies’ and cheaper 
watches, diamonds; silver ware, cards in colors 
and gold of my Freethourht badee, tracts, eto., 
OTTO WETTSTEIN : 
BooHzLLE, LL. 


on KI i 


free. 


ANA 


Send 10 cents for 
this valuable book for 
young and middie- 
aged men, suffering 
trom a Life-wastin 
Disease, ag the result 
of youthful follies, 
indiscretion, and ex- 
cesses in  Inaturer 
years. It sets forth 
an External Applica- 
tion—auPosiTivE OURE,:a8 it matters not how 
long standing, how hopeless or how Many reme- 
dies you hav used. The book is worth many 
times its cost, and should be in the hands of 
those seeking a speedy and permanent cure. Ad- 
dress Dr. Robt. P, Fellows, Vineland, N. J., and 
say where you saw this advertisment. 


4 GOOD WORD. xu 

Fellows is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 

ae ey a generous patron of the Freethought 

regs. He has many testimonials to the value of 

his progressive and suecessful method of treas- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Fresthought, 


je highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 


In silverine cages, $19; |- 


| Lectures, discussion, reading, and poems. 


-| 1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, a.m. 


Liberal Geetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 


who may be visiting the places where these socie- - 


ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting. regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 


warding the necessary information. : 


The Manhattan Liberal Club. N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect. 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 


Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey gt., cor. Market 
8f, Newark, N. J. Leotures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Beats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 


Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7.30. Lecturer, debates, and discus. 
sions on all important secniar subjects, Preg- 
ident, Henry Bigp; Secretary, CORA BELLE 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
: tion i 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 3 P. M., ever 

Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat. 

form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 

Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood sta.. at 2:80 and 7:30 P. M. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and dosia) questions, 
Able speskersinterest the at iſenoe. N,B.—Trutb 
Seeker publications always on hand atcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets gemi-monthly, frat and third Sundays, at 2 


P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 


e 
cultivation are invited. MAnrus HEIGHTON, Seo, 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 K. M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjecta, 
Subscriptions to Taz TRUTH BEEKEB and Investi- 
gator are golicited. R. G. BurrE, Oor. Bec. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P. M., at 
Princess Opera House, 658 West Madison street. 
Leotures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave, ‘(hraternity Hal) Lecture followed 
by debates, The public cordially invited. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 
Meets every Bunday evening at Union Square 


Hall, 421 Post street, at R o'clock. A cor i 
tation is extended to alk, Beste fress. 44 invi 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Bunday at 7:30 p.m. in Maodon- 
ald’s Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. Let - 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANE MORSE, Oor. Seo. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los, Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly. 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at b 

Hall. Everybody invited. Mus. R. M. 

Pres.: J. H. MoWriLLIAMS, Beo. Seo. 


first 
arr 
BERBA. 


The Walia Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Bunday at 2 em. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Boience Leotures.—Free Disenssions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. ReyNoups; Pres.: A. W. CALDER, Beo, 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meeta every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder n 
€. 
reatest freedom accorded to all, Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty," D. E. Rios, Pres.: 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres; OmnanrEs SHEA. Beo. 


Fort Worth, Tex. Liberal Ciub, 


Maats every Funday at Knights of Labor Hall, 
Visiting Lib- 
erals invited to attend. COL. A. HARRIS, Pres. 


Isaao8. LEE, Seo. 


San Antonio; Texas) Libcral Asso-. 


ciation 


meets every Friday evening at Libera) Hall, 227; 
fast Houston street. Free reading room and cir-. 
culating library open every day and evening., 
Strangers Cordially invited. A. CHAPMAN, Bec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S, 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York, 
ein Fine Steet Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. . 
Price, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY 
By Lupwre FRuERBAOH. 
Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot. 

Price, $3. ' 
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Bews of the Wook. 


Tur Chilian revolutionists hav established 
themeelvs firmly, and the overthrown presi- 
dent Balmaceda has fied. 


AnOHRISHOP WaArsH has instructed the Ro- 
man Catholic clergy of Ireland to pray for 
fine weather, and to instruct their congrega- 
tions to do likewise. 


Nero emigration to 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS,| GO 
. AND REFORMERS, 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philos. 
Teachers Skeptios, Innovators, agi 


New Schools of Thought $ cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Gh 
FFC Jegus Virgin. Mary, and the Bible. 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 8V0, 835 p Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
ent. vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; the Religious Systems of the Worid. 
leather, $4; mor., Z- e., $4.50. erp IDD. £ oth $3 pez vol; Hs 
BY D. M. BENNETT. rob. gilt edges. $8. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Founders of 


28 Lafayette Place. N. X. 


Liberia is again agitated. 


In piously mismanaged 


Russia thousands are 


starving. 


Texas has reduced her 
annua! record of murders 
from 741 for 1868 to 200. 


On the 26th ult. at 
Tualis, Austria, lightning 
struck a church crowded 
with women and killed 
three. 


Tus English magazine 
Darkrst Russia declares 
Russia a standing men- 
ace to civilization, and 
summons the world to 
a crusade againet her. 


Tug rival exhibitors 
of the holy coat of Treves / j) 
and that of Argenteuil j 
hav compromised on 
allowing the latter to be 
one worn by Christ when 

child. 


Lxo XIII. has directed 
bishops to invite work- 
ingmen throughout the 
world to make pilgrim- 
ages or send delegates to 
thank him personally for 
his labor encyclical. 


At the Methodist 
camp. meeting at Sidney, 
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ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


Vol. I. Giva a Full Account of all the Goda, in 
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N. Y , on the 30th ult., 


the impassioned exhorta- 
tions of young Preacher 
Truesdell merged into 
discordant and incoher- 
ent cries. He had be. 
come insane from relig- 
jous excitement. 


Koc continues to work on his remedy un- 
discoureged. assisted by the government. 


Tug pope is preparing an encyclical on 
different forms of government, to show how 
nations are indebted to the church for con- 
ciliatory settlements of differences. 


Tux Catholic party in Nicaragua, which 
supplanted the anti.Catholics in government, 
has convicted of conspiracy and exiled five 
leaders of the latter, two of whom are ex. 
presidents. 


. Tux congregation of Mountain Hill church, 
near Greenville, 8. C., mostly moonshiners, 
on the 28d ult. interrupted communion ser- 
vice with a general shooting affray in the 
church. A family feud was the cause. Two 
were killed. 


MassAOHUSETTS authorities say that they 
intend to enforce the laws by which record 
is kept of offenders against sobriety, and a 
person arraigned who has been drunk twice 
in a year is confined for a long term and 
treated as a diseased person, with a view to 
reform. 


CARDINAL PAROCOHI says: Leo has 
clearly and plainly expressed approval of a 
political alliance with the democracy. It is 
the only good and possible alliance. The 
church will hav to reckon leas with dynasties 
and states than with the people. The reign 
of the democracy is a fact, and a triumphant 
fact. 


Tar two husbands of Mrs. Kramer, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y , fear to prosecute her for bigamy. 
because she is a witch. Both men at differ 
ent times on the 29th ult. complained to 
Justice Engle that she is a witch, but, the 
report says, as that does not constitute a 
crime, the court took no cognizance of their 
complaints.” 


J. B. Barnum, the Wisconsin rival of 
Schweinfurth the Illinois messiah, has been 
placed in the insane asylum. Nine years 
ago he proclaimed himself Christ. His wife 
and many neighbors accepted him as such 
He rambled through the country, stopping 
persons and conjuring them to accept him 
as the savior. | 


Tur duke of Westminster, who has ex. 
amined Russian affa rs. declares the inhu- 
manity of tbe Russian authorities astounding, 
almost incredible. The czar, he says, is 
ranking himeelf with rulers like the religious 
bigot Philip II. of Spain, who hav used their 
irresponsible power not for their subjecte’ 
good but for their ruin. 


A MAN entered the Convent of the Most 
Sorrowful Mother, Williamsburg, N. Y., on 
the night of the 28th ult., and attemp ed 
violence to the nuns. They struggled long 
with him, in gas light, but he could not be 
described sufficiently for identification, be 
cause, Father Zentsagraf explained to the 
detectiv, the nuns were taught not to look at 
& man’s face. 
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-MWITH ILLUSTRATIONS. 


PAGE. 


5 | Side Lights on South Sea Missions. 


Ada Campbel 


Freethought in the United States, 


Story ofthe Year Abroad, ~ ^ 35 


1890, - 8 - — 17 


Some Alaskan Myths. Ida C. Crad- 
dock, Corresponding Secretary of 
the American Secular Union, Illus- 
trated, 


Anent Spooks: Where are They? 
Thaddeus B. Wakeman, - 


Disadvantages 


Bradford, 


Where the Roman Catholics Got 


a Litany, + = a 2 E 
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1, Illustrated, - 


of Specialism in 


the Advocacy of Reform. A. B. 


Shoutin* Joe. Watson Heston, Illus 
trated, - 8 


Gaining Ground in England, 
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Gems of longhi. 


| TRA history of the Christian church, from 
the beginning to the present day, presents 
| little else than a history of disgraceful 
quarrels of the most rancorous description, 
and à series of falsehoods unexampled in all 
the other Faxes of history. Pious frauds 
consecrated by the highest authority; false 
gospels. false documents, interpolations of 
2 ancient authors for the 
purpose of deception, 
* false saints, false relics, 
false miracles, forged 
; acts of councils, false 
decretals, false dona- 
tions, false revelations, 
; Bpecters, and appari- 
tions, preternatural com- 
| munications, miraculous 
cures, and supernatural 
revivals and outpourings 
of the spirit upon igno- 
rant men and hysterical 
women, supported by 
the testimony of sncient 
fathers of the church, 
pontiffs, bishops, doc- 
tors, and holy men of 
the most popular 
sanctity, belcnging to all 
manner of conflicting 
sects, and agreeing in 
nothing but the common 
duty of religious lying, 
forging, and inventing, to 
serve the interest of the 
priesthood, and promote 
the common cause of 
public deception.— 
Abner Kneeland. 


Taz clergy found it 
necessary to pregerve the 
Babbath for their own 
uses, and for that reason 
endeavored to impress 
the people with .the 
enormity of its violation, 
and for that purpose 
gave instances of people 
being drowned and 
suddenly struck dead for 
working or amusing 
themeelvs on that day. 
The clergy hav objected 
to any other places of 
- amusement except tbeir 
jown, being opened on that day. They 
wished to compel people either to go to 
church or stay at home.— Ingersoll. 


Ler one take up the Bible as he does any 
modern book, and judge of its contenta 
according to the impression made upor his 
faculties, and it seems impossible not to 
reject its claim to be the infallibly inspired 
word of God, aud perceive it to be a compi- 
lation of Hebrew traditions and poetry made 
by men in darker ages than the present.—R. 
Q. Adams. . 


Tr is often said that if the fears of hell-fire 
were suddenly removed, men would abandon 
themselvs without restraint to their propen- 
sities and sppetites; recklessness and despair 
would take possession of the human race, 
and society would be dissolved. But I 
believe that the fears of hell-fire hav scarcely 
any power upon earth at all, and that when 
they do act upon the human mind it is to 
make it pious, not to make it good.— Reade, 


Tug Jewish books are very modern. 
Ignorance and fanaticiam exclaim that the 
Pentateuch is the most ancient book in the 
world. It is evident, that those of Sanchoni- 
athon, and those of Thaut, eight hundred 
years anterior to those of Sanchoniathon ; 
those of the first Zerdusht, the Shasta, the 
Vedam of the Indians, which we still pos- 
sess; the Five Kings of China; and, finally, 
the book of Job, are of a much remoter 
antiquity than any Jewish book. It is 
demonstrated, that this little people could 
only hav annals whilst they had a stable 
government; that they only had this govern- 
ment under their kings; that its jargon was 
only formed, in the course of time, of a mixt- 
ure of Phenician and Arabic. These are 
incontestable proofs that the Phenicians cul. 
tivated letters a long time before them.— 
Voltaire. 


Tuis doctrin, that sing can be forgiven, 
and the consequences of them averted, has in 
all ages been a fertil source of mischief. 
Perhaps few of our intellectual errors hav 
fructified in a vaster harvest of evil, or 
Operated more powerfully to impede the 
‘moral progress Of our race. It has 
encouraged millions, feeling what a safety 
was in store for them in ultimate resort, to 
| persevere in their career of folly or crime, to 
ignore or despise those natural laws which 
\ God has laid down to be the guides and 
beacons of our conduct, to continue to do 
“that which was pleasant in their own 
eyes,” convinced that nothing wasirrevocable, 
that however dearly they might hav to pay 
for re-integration, repentance could at any 
time redeem their punishment, and undo the 
past. The doctrin has been noxious in exact 
ratio to the baldness and nakedness with 
which it has been propounded. In the Cath- 
olic Church of the middle ages we see it per- 
haps in its worst form, when pardon was 
goid, bargained for, rated at a fixed price.— 
Greg. 
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vided that the governor must be a Protestant; 
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THE CRY OF MANKIND. 


this section was repealed in 1877. Sec 32 of 
the North Carolina constitution, adopted 1776, 
had the same provision, and this section was 
in force until 1885. : 


when they received their first impetus from 
the early revivals. They believe in the Bible 
as the absolutely infallible word of God and 
as the only source of authority in matters of 
faith and practice. Perhaps they are less 
disposed than formerly to rely on the terrors 
of the law as a means of converting sinners, 
preaching the love of God rather than bis 
wrath, but they dare not question the perfect 
truth of the Bible. 


TRR negroes hav been conducting a bush- 
arbor meeting at Union Point, and the 
preacher in charge told his hearers to come 
to meeting and bring everybody they could. | 
He said we would bav good weather for a 
week; that there would be no rain, for he 
had prayed to that effect and he knew what 
he could do in that direction. One of our 
citizens thought we needed rain as bad as we 
needed the bush-arbor meeting, if not a little 
worse; so he had a black snake killed and 
hung up to butt against the negro, hence it 
was a fight between him and the snake. The 
snake won, for on Monday evening the rain 
came—and a good one, too—thus beating the 
darkev and bis bush arbor by three or four 
days from the time set for it to rain.— At. 
lanta Constitution. 


anyone to leave the orthodox faith for 
another Christian denomination, the punish- 
ment is the loss of all personal rights and 
privileges and banishment to Siberia. To 
Buch penalty Protestant or Catholic is liable 
if ever he ventures to speak of his religious 
faith. If it can be proven that he has thus 
spoken, it will be easy to find some one to 
declare that some one else hag been by this 
means persuaded to forsake the orthodox 
faith. 


Turg outside world can scarcely hav any 
idea of the extent to which religious intoler- 
ance is carried in the Russian code of laws. 
There is scarcely any more heinous crime 
than openly disagreeing with the Greek 
church, and it does not matter whether the 
dissenter be a Catholic, Protestant, Jew, 
Mohammedan, or Atheist. All are alike hate- 
ful. For example, the criminal code, arti¢le 
196, expressly provides that anyone found 
guilty of propagating the views of heretical 
or dissenting bodies, or of circulating the 
doctrins of any new sect dangerous to ortho- 
doxy, will be punished with the forfeiture of 
all rights, and banished from European Rus- 
sia to Transcaucasia, from the Stavropol 
government or from Transcaucasia to Siberia, 
and from Siberia to the most remote regions 
of that country. The same punishments 
will be meted out to dissenters who, under 
the influence ot their fanaticism, use ineult- 
ing terms about the orthodox church or 
orthodox clergy. A dissenter who publicly 
makes known his false doctrins to the ortho- 
dox, with a view to their joining his sect, 
even though his action should not result in 
any accession from the orthodox church, 
will be punished most severely. 


Botes and Glippings. 


Arr the correspondence from the Vatican 
concerning church matters is carried on in 
Latin. 


Franors Darwin, a son of the great apos- 
tle of evolution, is becoming famous for his 
researches in biology, and was recently 
elected president of the biological section of 
the big demographic congress in London. 


TRR following passages are from the 
** Manual of Unsectarian Instruction,” in daily 
use in the elementary schools of Paris, now 
controled by the government: Teacher 
What is God? Child—' We cannot tell.’ 
Teacher—' Do you acknowledge à superior 
or controling being? Child—‘ Why should 
we? Prove to us the necessity, and show 
him to us.“ Teacher It cannot be proved 
that such a being is indispensable.’ Child— 
Then i; is a waste of time to talk about the 
matter.’” 


Tuere is only one solution of the papal 
problem. The pope must be an independent 
sovereign with a terrítory and a seaport all 
hisown If Italy does not choose to giv it— 
and she seems to dread a parting with the 
papal court—then some other nation will giv 
it.— Catholic Review. 


Most of the mountain men of Tennessee 
and neighboring states rigorously abstain 
from work on the Sabbath, but it is not 
because of any reverence for the day that 
their ancestors in Scotland made so long, 80 
pious, and so gloomy, for they consider it, 
like Sir Toby Belch, just the occasion to get 
drunk on and the properest time for a fight. 
They ssy grace before meat and pride them- 
selva on their ability to pray, but to the 
strangers their prayers often sound like pro- 
fanity, and there are times, when aroused 
and desperate, when their oaths sound like 
prayers uttered in the fervor of a camp- 
meeting excitement, 


4 THE pope,” laments the Catholic Zee. 
man's Journal, remains at Rome all the 
year through. Summer heats and winter 
breezes are borne by the vicar of Christ in 
the palace where he is virtually a prisoner. 
This is the outcome and the consequence of 
the Italian occupation of Rome; and there is 
no immediate prospect of anytaing that is 
likely to bring about a change in this condi. 
tion of the pontiff.” Surrosk a dissenter in Russia persuades, 
directly or indirectly, some one to abandon 
the Greek church. The code, Article 184, 
provides that for the “crime” of perverting 
anyone, either by means of temptations or 
otherwise, from the Christian faith to Islam- 
ism, Judaism, or other non- Christian faith, 
the guilty person will be sentenced to loss of 
all civil and personal rights and penal servi- 
tude from eight to ten years. For inducing 


Ir is not generally known that there evei 
has been a law since the adoption of the 


Ir is significant that the two communions 
which include so great a majority of the 
Protestant believers are those which hav 
been least affected by the theological revolu- 
tion now going forward. The faith of b th 
Baptists and Methodists remains substantially 
unchanged. It is the same now as it was 


states, which would debar a citizen from fiil- 
ing the office of governor by reason of being 
a Roman Catholic. The New Hampshire 
constitution, adopted in 1792, inSec. 42 pro. 
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mmunirati. Where can we find a national religious book which 
l gv: unicafions, shall place the opposer higher than the founder? It 
— ig the Talmud, which places its enemy, Beliam, in a 
Christus. higher plane than Moses, its law-giver. Now, if 
33 mM such a man as John the Baptist is not to be found 


there, it is sure that he belongs to the beings of an 
imaginary world of the four gospel writers. Nobody 
gives any account of John’s birth except Mr. Lucas, 
but this evangelist seems to me to have been very 
ignorant of Jewish domestic affairs at that time, for 
he mentions in connection with John’s birth a female 
| prophet, by name Anna, belonging to the tribe of 
Aser. Can it be possible that there was a female 
prophet at the time of the Second Temple and no 
mention of her in the Talmud? Oontrarily the Tal- 
mud declares that at the time of the Second Temple 
there was no more prophecy and only fools claimed 
its inspiration. Oommon sense inspired them; we 
have a gnomic saying of it as follows, “A sage is 
mightier than a prophet.” Besides, there were no 
more “tribes.” The Talmud declares that by the 
time of the returning from exile they did not know 
any longer of which tribe their parents were. The 
witnesshood of John is nothing worth, for such a 
man was unknown to have been living at that time. 

Let us now consider the testimony of the traitor 
Josephus Flavius, where in his bock there is a short 
item regarding the divinity of Jesus slias Ohristus. 
This short item is a forgery, and the forger made his 
trick in a very stupid way, for everyone who is 
acquainted with the stylistic character of Josephus's 
writings knows that he was a member of the various 
religious sects for the purpose of learning their 
teachings and customs. Now, if seventy years 
before him there existed a man of the name of Jesus 
who revealed to the world a new teaching, why did 
not Josephus give an account of his doctrines and of 
the customs and manners of his followers as he 
gives a description of other sects? The testimony 
of Fiavins is a forgery, and it is not worth bothering 
with. Herod’s child-slaughter on account of the 
baby God, as told in the gospel, is another daring 
forgery, forged to strengthen the weak spots of 
Obristianity. Itistrue that Herod was a despotic 
ruler, capable of committing crimes, but a fool and 
such a believer in superstitious foretellings as to be 
afraid of a helpless baby the great Herod surely was 
not, for we know him in history as a very enlightened 
thinker who was not afraid to hang the leaders of 
‘sll the existing religious sects. In the Talmud 
there is a chamber of horrors wherein all the crimes 
of Herod are exhibited, crimes which entitle him to 
the title of a “Jack the Ripper, as. after he killed 
his beloved wife he kept her for a beastly purpose. 
If the child-slaughter of Bethlehem was the work of 
the crowned criminal, why does the Talmud not 
mention it among his other crimes, ss we see that 
the Talmud blackens Herod more than the gospel? 
Besides, the history of the nations is silent in regard 
to this, a proof that the child-slaugbter is a pure 
invention, invented by gospel writers in the third 
century for the purpose of promoting a divine 
messianic spectacle in the shape of the birth of a 
baby- God. 

THE OHRISTUS OF THE GOSPEL. - 

The Obristus of the gospel was born at Beth- 
lehem seventy years before the destruction. 
His mother, the Virgin. Mary, was fecundated 
by God, through the medium of his Holy 
Ghost.” The child was named Jesus, alias 
the son of God. He was sent on the earthly globe 
by his eternal father to suffer for humanity and to 
be crucified, so that he should clear and wash with 
his own blood the sins of all men. In consequence 
of the hunting for the baby-god by: Herod’s gen- 


Christendom is gone into mourning for its cruci- 
fied God. The bells are silent. The churches are 
wrapped in black, and the guard of honoris holding 
watch round a black coffin, which contains nothing— 
atrueemblem of Obristianity, which contains also 
nothing. 

Indeed, after a careful investigation upon the 
‘structure of Obristisnity, we must find how rotten 
the building is, and that its foundation is laid upon a 
weak epot. The first who dared to break the stony 
image of Christendom with his hammer of criticism 
was Strause, whose “Life of Jesus” was an attempt 
to give us & historical, not a divine, Jesus, but un- 
fortunately his work was spoiled by Renan, a French 
writer, who, unable to read the Talmud (the only 
book which gives information about the events at the 
Second Temple), waa misinformed by a Jew, who was 
as ignorant as his master. In recent times Dr. 
Gottheil of the Temple Emanuel, who claims to be 
a rabbi,and who has as much of an idea of the 
Talmud as I have of the Hottentots language, has 
dared to say in one of his sermons that “the Jews 
never rejected Jesus," an untruth which even a news- 
paper would not dare to say,an untruth which is 
diametricaliy against those nineteen hundred wit- 
nesses, the nineteen hundred years of our dread- 
ful history, an untruth proved by the would-be silenc- 
ing stones which were thrown upon us by Christian 
mobs, and those stones are speaking aloud, It is a 
lie.” My present task is to clear up the mysterious 
riddle of Christi nity forever, by proving that such 
^ man as is sketched in the New Testament neither 
existed nor was crucified, and that Christianity is a 
plant not grown upon Jewish soil at all It is a 
plant whose root is to be traced in the land of the 
lotos, where the “light of Asia” of Buddha shone 
long before the “Star of the East” hallowed the 
head of the never-born child in Bethlehem. 

ISAIAH AND HEROD. 

We are holding judgment now upon a very se- 
rious case, a onse which will baffle the eminent 
lawyers of the world, a csse where a nation is 
charged to have cowardly murdered a helpless man 
known under the name of Jesus, alias the son of 
God, alias the son of man, a native of Nazareth and 
born in Bethlehem, crucified in Jerusalem eighteen 
centuries ago. Let the witnesses be arraigned be- 
fore the bar, and let us carefully examine their char- 
acters and their evidence to enable us to deal prop- 
erly with their charges and denials. The first who 
shall appear.is the venerable seer Isaiah, the old 
fighter for freedom and liberty, to whom the writers 
of the gospel refer as having foretold the appesr- 
ance of the crucified Jesus, alias the son of God. 

Let us examine the passage of his foretelling which 
is the corner-stone of Ohristianity. The passage in 
question runs as follows: “Behold, the virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a child and name it 
Emanuel: butter and honey will he eat: he will 
know to despise bad and to choose good.” That the 
ra is mistranslated every Hebrew scholar will 
admit. 

First, there is not & word about & virgin. The 

` seer says, “Behold the [alma] young woman [not 
virgin]” The Hebrew word for virgin is betulah; 
while here he speaks of a young woman, alma. 
Alma is the term for a married young woman; alma 
means also “hidden,” for the married woman was 
hidden in the harem. The seer speaks of a young 
married woman who lived in his time, as he is point: | darmes, his virgin-mother fled with him into the 
ing to her by saying, “Behold this woman [aalma] | land of the Nile, where for a short time they were 
shall conceive.” That the seer did not allude to the | hidden from Herod’s wrath. After a short exile she 
Holy Virgin Mary is clear as daylight. i returned home with her child, where it developed in 
Secondly, in the menu of Jesus, alias Christus, | Jewish wisdom and in the lore of the laws. Who 

. alias the son of God, wine and meat are the favorites, | was his master, or under whose teaching he was 
not butter and honey as foretold by the seer. And | educated, the gospel does not tell. At the age of 
if he ae known to choose good and despise bad, he | thirty he began his mission, by revealing to the na- 
never had defied the leaders of the Pharisees and | tions the new tidings of his heavenly father. He drew 
run the risk of being crucified. The passage which | the wrath of the Pharisees upon him, through 
Ohristians regard as the corner-stone of Ohristendom | his new doctrine, and he was crucified with two other 
rests upon a very weak spot, upon amisíranslation. | common criminals. After having been on the cross 

The next witness in favor of Ohristianity is Johan about three hours, he was taken down and buried. 
the Baptizer, the supposedly foretold forerunner of | He rose from the grave on the third day of his death 
Christus. This gentleman's existence is doubtful. to life again, according to the testimony of Mary 
He is not a historical figure, but was only created by | Afterward he appeared in his heavenly glory to his 
the dreamers of the gospel to play the chief role in | disciples. His twelve apostles, headed by Simon, 
the new religious drama of their imagination. alias Petrus, aided by the zealous Paulus, spread his 

Now, the Talmud is the great encyclopedic book | teaching far and wide. This is the history of Chris- 
of the Jews, whose first editors were the members of | tianity in brief, as narrated by the four evangelists 
the great synod held at the returning from exile and | in four varieties. 
closed before Mohammed’s appearance. It is a book DOUBTFUL EVIPENOE, 
in which every religious event or distinguished per-| If there is only one history of Christianity, why 

son was noted and penned with such a historical | are there so many contradictions and variations in 
truth that we must be astonished at it. The Talmud | the narratives of the four writers? Everyone who 
is a book upon which no party had an influence, for | is familiar with the gospel can see them. If Paulus 
it gives the opinions even of those who are in opposi- | played such a role in its development and was the 
tion to its doctrine. I do not believe, like the ortho- | pupil of the famous Rabbi Gamaliel, why is he not 
dox Jew, that the Talmud is & book written by | mentioned in the Talmud, as other learned apostates 
divine inspiration, but I believe that its “divine are mentioned? If Paulus and Petrus were inspired 
inspiration" was the truth guided by common sense.] by one Holy Ghost, how could they quarrel and 


‘maintain argument in regard toa certain law? "Where 


was the Holy Ghost? cU CEDE E 

The Jewish law orders that a person condemned 
to death shall hang on his spot the whole day 
long. How comes it that the crucified: Christus 
was taken up after three hours ?- Eu Gna gle eer 

tam HIS DOGMAS. | RU 

His new dogmas can be summed up in brief as- 
follows: 1. To believe in him. 2. That he is the 
son of God. 3. To worship God by saying his 
Lord's prayer.” 4. His body was the temple of the 
Lord. 5 Toloveall 6 To have one wife. 7. To 
believe in life hereafter. 8. That he was crucified to 
wash out with his blood the sins of men. These ate 
the principles which the gospel claims were & new 
revelation to the Jews and were the reasons of rous- 
ing the wrath. of the Phsrisees upon him. The 
claims, as well as the reasons, are false ones, for every 
one who is versed in the Ta'mud knows that these 
dogmas, with the exception of two (to believe in him 
and that his death quitted the sins of. men), were 
known to the Hebrews long before Christ, and were 
the dogmas of the Pharisees. which the Sadducees op- 
posed. Moses was the first who proclaimed to 
the Hebrews the fatherhood of God in heaven and 
the brotherhood of man on earth. Every man, ac- 
cording to the view of the ancient Hebrews, is the 
son of God. The famous Lord's prayer was not 
Ohristus's invention, for the same prayer. is stated 
in tbe Talmud to have been in use in the syna- 
gogue service in the year 150, long before Christ. 
The Pharisees, st the return from exile, among other 
noble reform work, undertook a crusade against the 
superstition of the priests and the sacrifices. This 
prayer was their weapon against t e ox-killing which 
was the chief principle of the temple cult. That the 
body of man is the temple of the Lord was taught 
by Hillel the Great one hundred years before Christ. 
Hillel when taking a bath said: “Iam performing 
a religious act of duty to keep my body, the shode 
and temple of my God, in a clean condition." Love 
thy neighbor as thyself,” is a biblical law. Bigamy 
was unknown to the Pharisees at the time of the 
Second Temple. “Marriage is made in heaven,” is a 
very old Talmudieal idea. (According to the Bible 
marriage is a business transaction and not sacred.) 
To look upon a strange woman is also.a sin ac- 
cording to the teachings of the Pharisses. Now we 
see that his dogmas did not oppose the doctrines of 
the Pharisees. What, then, were they angry about! 

THE TALMUDIOAL CHRISTUS. >. 

The name. Jesus is not mentioned in the Talmud 
as a proper name. It is only the initials of the 
words, *Biotted out shali be his name.” The Tal- 
mudical Ohristus is known under a Hebrew name 
which means “the son of a hidden gate or archway”. 
(probably he was one of the unfortunate children 
which are left on doorways by their mothers). He 
was educated by the famous Rabbi Jehoshud. ben 
Perashys, who lived about one hundred and sixty 
years before the destruction. For a misbebavior in 
the college his master threw him out with both 
hands (s0 the Talmudical version). Daspised by his 
school friends, he started for Egypt, the Eldorado 
of the Magian charlatans at that time. After a 
life of adventure in the land of the Nile, he returned 
to Palestine as & professional Magian showman, 
where he gave his performances, as playing with 
serpents, making things disappear, and other tricks, 
to the astonished stupid masses. But as such per- 
formance was against the Jewish religion, for it 
helps superstition to develop, he was requested to 


leave his work. For not obeying and despising the 


request of the sages, he was sentenced to be crucified. 
On the day before Easter, he, with his four helpers, 
Mathias, Theodosius, Johannes, and another, were 
crucified (the four mentioned which shared his lot 
on the cross are perhaps the four gospel writers). 
This is, in brief, the history of the life and death 
of. the Talmudical Christus, who lived one hundred 
and sixty years before the destruction, and was 
crucified at the age of thirty-five years, as narrated 
in a simple and reasonable way, so that we must 
say that the Obristus of the gospel is a legendary 
figure. : i 
A DBY BUT SENSIBLE RELIGION. 

The Jewish religion, as proclaimed by Moses, is 
a dry but a very sensible one. The Jehova of the 
ancient Hebrews was not a dude like Jovis of the 
heathens, who passed his time eating and drivking, 
and murdering his relatives in divinity. The Jehova 
of Moses was & God of labor, a God who worked 
six days very hard till he worked out the world— 
so hard a task, indeed, that he was obliged to reat 
on the seventh day of his industrious labor. The 
Jehova of Moses is powerful enough to realize his will 
without needing mortal arms to enforce it. The Je- 
hova of Moses does not tolerate any rival power, and 
in his kingdom the biackmailer Satan was unknown. 
The kingdom of Jehova is life, not death. His Tophet, - 
as well as his Eden, are placed on earth. In the 
books of Moses there is not a single hint about the 
“nether world.” The various laws are only con- 
cerning life and health. ‘Maintain the tree and eat 
its fruit,” is the gnomic sentence of the ancient 
Hebrew religion. But the ever-stupid and never- 


IHE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 19, 1891. 


595 


€ nt 


` gatisfied human brain revolted against a sensible 
religion, for the stupid mass is amused more by a 
fancy dance round a glittering golden calf than by 
walking in the light of the pure and dry Jehova 
.eult.. The religious revolt against the Jehova eult 
broke out at the time of the Second Temple in the 


era of our narrative. 

|. . | JUDAISM IN A DILEMMA, 

Wise in their generation were the Jewish states- 
men to maintain the freedom of. their country 
‘through 
‘acy of Persian 


kings. Heroes were the Jewish. 


generals on the battle-field, where with iron brushes: 


they swept away from their native ground the dust 
‘of the mighty Greek invader. But there was an 
enemy whom both were powerless to get rid of. It 
‘was the “influence of strange thoughts.” You can 
shoot a whole nation to death, but you cannot kill 
‘a single thought. The influence of the Persian 
religion on one side, which has affected the better 
elass—the doctrine of Zoroaster, that there is a god 
of light, Ormuzd, and a god of darkn€ss and of 


evil—thisdoctri.e, which at first seems to solve | 


the riddle of life, has affected many a Talmudical 
sage. The influence of Hellas’s poetical religion is 


on the other side. The masses of those whose brains: 
are in the stomach and taste in the eyes—the 


beauty of a Venus and the charm of a Minerva hav 


political tricks, despite the despotic suprem- 


of the book of the "philosophical sect.” Another 
feature of the philosophers is that they admired, per- 
haps believed, the dual God of Zoroaster. The 


* Logos,” or the Word, plays a great role in their 


philosophical system, as in that of their brothers in 
Egypt of the Jewish Hellenistie school. The 
* Logos” was smuggled into the gospel by Johannes 
the Evangelist to complete the disorder. The word 
* philosopher " means “lover of wisdom.” 


BUMMING UP. 


From all above-mentioned we see: 1.. That Jesus 


of Nazareth, born in Bethlehem, alias Christus, alias 
the son of God, was neither born nor crucified. 2. 
A crucified one lived a hundred and sixty years be- 
tore the destruction, of the name of Ben Stadi. He 
was convicted for the attempt to establish super- 
stition. It may be thathis friends and admirers de- 
veloped new cult to his memory, hallowed by 
vies legends through the confusion of religious 
ideas. 
tles, are not mentioned in the Talmud. 4. Why 
does the gospel not mention the names of the sages 
with whom Jesus argued? 5. His teachings were not 
new to the Hebrews, with the exception of two—to: 
believe on him, and that his death quitted the sins 
of man (the Bible says everyone dies for his own 
sin) These two dogmas are not of Jewish origin, 
and. we shall trace their root in the far country of 


3.. The gospel writers, as well as the apos- 


great structure of Ohristianity is built upon two 
corner-stones—upon mistranslation and upon misun- 
derstanding." Narnrarı Herz Imper. 

Vineland, N. J. 

—— — ee 
Another Cryptogram. 

Occupied somewhat with the subject of the 
Shakspere cryptogram, it happened that Ben Jon- 
son's “ Every Man in His Humor " fell into my hands. 
Having read in Donnelly's book somewhere about the 
strange fact of the titles of several of Shakepere's 
plays being found in some play of Shakspere, and also 
the titles of some other plays not as yet ascribed to 
Bacon, among others “ York and Lancaster,” it oc- 
curred to me, while reading the prolog of Every 
Man,” etc., and coming across the names “York 
and Lancaster,” that possibly there might be some 
cipher story unsought up through that comedy. I 
was surprised to find in the thirty five-line prolog 
vot only "York and Lancaster, but “Comedy of 
Errors” and “Tempest.” What may be found by 
a prolonged, careful search I dare not assert, but a 
few minutes’ reading convinced me that some mys- 
tery lies hid within the words of that play. The 
hand of Bacon or Shakspere is manifest in many 
lines. For instance: 

To make a child new swaddled to proceed 
Man, and then shoot up, in one beard and weed. 


aroused the slumbering passions of these. The Indis, from which soil O^ristianity developed. Nor rolled bullet heard, 
noisy feasts of Bacchus and the alarming Saturnalia, SOLDIERS. MISUNDERSTANDINGS. l To hay it thunders, nor tempestuous drum 
with the bright prospect of life hereafter to walk in When Alexander the Great started to conquer the umbles. 


„world,“ he. invaded Palestine. In Palestine, 
through the clever bebavior of the Jewish statesmen, 
sn alliance between Greeks and Jews was the result 
of the peace. When Alexander started for India the 
high priest gave him ten thousend Jewish soldiers 
to take share in the invasion. The impression which 
| the new country made upon the Greek and Jewish 
| soldiers we can imagine. The silent priests, the big 

pagodas, the strange customs, these all roused in 


brightaess of E ysium’s shade, hav arrested the feel | 
ings of the people, and the desire for a new religion’ 
is manifested in all directions of public life. To free 
the nation from the evil influence of Greek and 
- Persian: religion, the sages of the Talmud start a 
new clever “move” in the Jehova cult. 
DIVINE WOMANHOOD. 
Dias ewig weibliche zieht uns hinan (Faust). 


The speeches of Kuowell in the first scene and 
of Kitely in the second act hav many lines truly 
Shak—or Baconian, which you will. Take the 
following out of many similar examples. Speaking 
of Wellbred, one of them says: 

Methought he bore himself in such a fashion, 
Bo full of man and sweetness in his carriage ; 


‘And what was chief, it showed not borrowed on him, 
But all he did became him as his own. 


' qe “move” of the sages was caleuiated to kill 


with one shot two birds; in other words, to blend 


the dual god of Zoroaster with the divine woman- | 
hood of Hellas, a new Jewish creation of a deity in 


the fashion. of Hebrew scripture. The glory of 
God,” so often mentioned in the Bible, was explained 
as the “divine womanhood” of Jehova, a divine 
womanhood which under another name plays great 
role in the Oabbalah. The masses as well as the 
classes were satisfied, for they had now a god two in 
one and the charm of a divine womanhood. The 
Jewish proverb, It is as beautiful as the Shechina,” 
resembles the Greek saying, “It is as beautiful as 
Venus." The new teaching was the foreshadowing 
. of Christianity! 
A RELIGIOUS DELIRIUM. 
The appearance of a divine womanhood " on the 
Jewish theological stage caused a religious delirium 
among the Hebrews. Proof of it is the many sects 
which peopled at the Second Temple -the country 
of Palestine. In addition to the religious delirium 
there was a political irritation too, for the nation 
longed for a hero who would be able to free it from 
the growing supremecy of Rome. The mismarriage 
of politics with religion gave birth to the illegitimate 
child of a Christus. "Tuis new personage. the cres- 
tion of their brains, was honored and glorified in tales 
and legendary poems for political purposes. Beth- 
lehem, the birthplace of David, was venerated 
by the nation, and this place they pointed out as the 
birthplace of the new David who would restore the 
country to its firat glory. It is curious to note a 
narrative of the Talmud concerning the legend of the 
messiah's birth. It is narrated in a very humoristic 
tone. Once an Arab with a Hebrew traveled through 
Bethlehem, passing a stable where they heard the 
voice of an ox. The Arab said to the Hebrew, Hear! 
thy messiah is now born.” Next year at their re- 
turning the same thing happened. The Arab said, 
* Now thy temple is destroyed ; messiah is dead.” 
The mockery of the tale needs not explanation. 
(Was the Arab perhaps one of the three kings of the 
Moorland?) The religious delirium and confusion of 
thought was so great that no one understocd the 
other. While some sects sharped their knives and 
stilettoes against the Romana, the others were busy 
preparing talismans. and magie spells to fight the 
Spirits and demons, the soldiers of Satan. While the 
ones looked to free their metropolis, Jerusalem, from 
the stranger, the others directed their eyes to the 
heavenly Jerusalem with its gates of pearls and doors 
of gold. Besides the mixed multitude of sects, the na- 
tion was divided into two great parties, the one long- 
ing.for earthly freedom, the other desiring the slav- 
ery of heaven. - 
A ROOIETY OF PHILOSOPHERS. 
. The Telmud tens of dispuces and religious argu- 
ments which often occurred between the sages or 
rabbis, and the philosophers. Rabbin Gamaliel 
said to a rabbi, “ Let us pay a visit to our friend 
the philosopher." It seems that they lived on 
peaceful terms with the sages of the Talmud. 
Judging from the arguments we see, the “ philosoph- 
ical sect" adopted only the “ethical teachings.” of 
the Bible. Tne “Sermon on the Mount” which is 
ascribed to Jesus, alias Christus, seems to be a copy 


them the wish to be informed about all, as the habit 
of strangers is. Through ignorance of the Hindoo 
language, or through mistravalating by the inter- 
preters, the information was a great misunderstand- 
ing. They. were, for instance, informed that the 


supreme god, Ramah (in Hebrew, “ high”), is a god 
in three deities, as Brahmah, Siva, Vishnu; that the 
deities often descended to earth to animate various 


human bodies to exhibit to the world how to reach 


salvation and be able to enter the Narvane (in 


Hebrew, light; Narvana is the Eden of the 
Hindoo). So, the manifestations of Vishnu were 
Ramah, Obrishna, and Buddha. 
they cannot pronounce the sh, pronounced the deity 
Ohrishna like Chrisna. 
Vishnu like Ishu (the Hebrew name for Jesus, which 
means “salvation.” 
god Jose, which sounds like the Hebrew Joshs, also 
the name of Jesus). And so the Ohrisna of the Greek 
became Christus. 
animated the body of Buddha for humanity's sake, and 
the man-god, Buddha, was heir of a great empire, pos- 
sessor of a harem with four hundred houris, who left 
all the pomp and luxury and instead of his purple 
dressed bimself as a beggar to live the life of a 
pauper. 
of his earthly human passion, showed to the Hindoos 
that they shall live also such a life, for only by such 


The Greeks, as 
So the Jews pronounced 


Or perhaps they heard of the 


They were informed that the god 


This self-denial, the killing and crucifixion 


a way would they be admitted into the Narvana, the 
place of eternal light and salvation. Such was the 
information. The misunderstanding was the con- 
trary of it. They understood that Buddha crucified 
or killed himself (not his passion), to bring salvation 


to mankind at large, and his believers will enter on 
this account the celestial Eden, the Narvana ; and 
such was their notion of a suffering messiah. They 
were informed that every five thousand yerrs the 


god animated a human body to show to mankind the 


way of purity and to be their Buddha, their mentor. 
They misunderstood it by thinking that the messiah 
after his killing will appear again to restore his king- 
dom (the thousand years, promised by the gospel, of 
the second coming of Christ). - With such a messianic 


delirium, added to by other superstitions and lies, as 
it is the habit of soldiers and adventurers to 
magnify every little thing, they returned home to 
their respective countries. To the Hebrew party 
which strove for a heavenly kingdom this messianic 
tale was very welcome, but their leaders were perse- 
cuted by the other party, which was fighting for 
earthly freedom, and tbe party to prevent a national 
uprising hanged or crucified the leaders, who were 
hallowed with the messianic glory after their death, 
and so it may be that the Christus of the gospel 
who lived seventy years before the destruction is the 
dreamer and rebel Ben Stadi, who lived a hundred 
and sixty years before the destruction. The messi- 
anic idea brought from India also stirred a revolt in 
the land of Hellas against those lazy dudes, the 
numberless gods of the Olymph. It was a light 
thing to create an imaginary figure and dress him in 
historical clothes, as the religious confusions and 
political irritations were extreme. Now the riddle ie 
also solved why Greeks and Jews were the first to 
accept Obristianity, ard that is the reason of Paulus 


who said, first to the Jew, then to the Greek, The 


But now his course is so irregular. 


He makes my house here common ag a mart 

, Kor giddy humor and diseased riot. 

Short as is the above quotation, we can fiad the 
very title of the play in it, “Maa in his Hamor,” 
And looking through the play, we find “ Every Man in 
His Humor” more then once, and the word “ man” 
often has a forced, unnatural place. It is very sus- 
picious, “thinks I to myself,” and I will look 
farther. Here is “Moor” used several times, and 
„Venice“ also. Oan it be possible that Othello is 
mentioned? There is one strange expression : 

From the Bordello it might come a8 well. 

It wil be difficult to make out the first part of 
the name, but here we hav it, “O the muses ;” again, 
*O the Lord.” Upon my word we are making head- 
way. Is there anything like Shakspere to be found? 


And shake the fever off that thus shakes me. 
I could eat my very 8pur—leathers. 

Or, if you prefer “spir,” you hav “conspiracy,” 
“ conspiring,” and several other “shakes” in the 
play. Evidently Shakspere or his double had a 
hand in this. If now Bacon can be found, we are 
a made “cryptogramist,” if not man. By heavens, it 
is! ‘Yes, as we liv, there is Bacon, or his . 

Ghost of Rasher Bacon! 

Roger Bacon thou wouldst say. 

I say Rasher Bacon. 
See scene 3, act i, “Every Man in His Humor.” 
What strange, senseless language! But is there a 
Francis? Surely, here one Oash cries without any 
reason whatever, Francis! Martin! ne'er a one to 
be found now?" Evidently the name is aftected. 
See act iii, scene 2. We hav the Merchant of 
Venice” in the speech of Cob, scene 3, act i, and in 
those of Bobadil at the end of scene 4, “venue,” 
“orifice” besides, the name “Venice” is found 
elsewhere more than once. “Love's Labor Lost” ig 
found. Act iv, scene 1, 

As you in beauty do exceed love’s mother. 
In the last scene, * You hav saved me the labor ;" 
and“ I hav lost my parse,” scene 2, act ii—note the 
play on the word “ purse” and the name “ Henry’ 
for Henry Perce,” Bacon's private secretary. 
“Taming o° the Shrew” is found once or twice in 
the play. We hav Tears of the Muses,” a poem 
celebrated in that age and having a mysterious 
reference to the autuor of Shakspere’s plays, and 
which has been a pazzle to criticism. 
O eyes! No eyes, but fountains fraught with tears. 
O the Muses! Is't not excellent? 


There was a play-writer of that time of the name 
of Marlow of whom it is said his genius was almost 
equal to Shakeperes. He wrote several plays, 
notably oneentitied “Tamburiane.” We find the name 
of Marlow several times in this play of Jonsons and 
also the name Tamburlane. Ole Green was very 
eignifieantly mixed up in the affairs of S^*kapere, 
and we find hia name in the play. R. pe of 
Lucrece” and Vanus and Adonia” can be found, 
aiso“ T velfch Nigat,” and several other «ames of plays. 
Perhaps if one had the earliest editions of this 
comedy he could fiad some clue whereby to “unfold 
a tale.” Horx. 
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In the West and on the Conal. 


News and Notes. 


Crookston is situated in one of the most fertil 
sections of the Northwest. It is a prosperous city 
of about four thousand inhabitants. It is the 
county seat of Polk county. Its publie buildings 
are fine. It bas educational facilities of a high order. 
However, it has thirteen churches, and therefore is 
not all that it might be. Still, there is a large Lib- 
eral element. My audiences increased every night. 
About three hundred were present at the closing 
lecture. The campaign has been a success. These 
were the first lectures of the kind ever given in the 
place. I believe I found a warm welcome, and the 
three days I spent at Crookston were simply delight- 
ful. The weather was lovely, and the music and 
glory of harvest were in the air. Everybody was 
happy. Polk county will take in about $5 000,000 
this year for its wheat crop. This will set things 
going and make the future bright for the whole land. 
One farm of one hundred and sixty acres near 
Orookston produced five thousand bushels. Wheat 
at present is eighty-four cents, with a good chance of 
going to $1. This is a nice little income. i 

My friends P. M. Ringdal and Elias Steenerson 
took special pains to giv me a long drive over the 
surrounding country, and the prospects with glitter- 
ing harvest fields were magnificent. I would like to 
be a farmer just about this time. Itisso romantic— 
the big machines whirling out the golden grain, and 
the vast elevators ready to receive it and giv back the 
jingling dollars. The whole Northwest seems at 
present like a gorgeous festival ecene. 

Elias Steenerson introduced me at the lectures, and 
the county paper remarked that it was a strange 
performance at a Freethought lecture that Elias 
should introduce Samuel. It was quite a biblical 
affair indeed. 

There are six stalwart brothers of the Steenersons 
and they make a host for the Liberal cause. 

J. O. Sundet has been in this country since about 
1870. He is on the roll of Taz Taurs SEEKER, and 
every now and then sends for $25 worth of Liberal 
books and pamphlets- and distributes them with a 
lavish hand. 

Judge F. Ives bas been a pioneer of our cause and 
areader of the Investigator for over thirty years. 

Ole Hagan is one of the representativ Scandina- 
vian Liberals. He has been one of the leading writers 
in the Red River Dalen, a Scandinavian journal 
published here. He has recently written a book on 
“ Ohurch and State,” which has been eagerly read by 
his countrymen, it being published.in their languege. 
It is a radical Frecthought book, and thousands of 
copies hav been sold. It is exciting great interest, 
and the Ohristians think it ought to be burnt up, 
since they cannot answer its arguments. It is one of 
the best books in any Scandinavian language. 

More than half of the population of this country 
ara Scandinavians, and among them are many Lib- 
erals. Still, the church element is strong. 

F. O. Surtat formerly lived in Ohicago and was a 
Liberal there; and as long ago as 1869 there was a 
Scandinavian Liberal organization in Chieago and 
it was the first organization west of Boston to cele- 
brate Paine's birthday, Mr. Surtat fells me. Is this 
so? I guess it is, and it is quite an honor for the 
Scandinavians of Ohiosgo to thus take the lead. 
Was there any celebration of Paine's birthday out- 
side of Boston before 1869? Who can wrest the 
honor from the Scandinavian host? Dr. G. C. 
Paoldy, about the oldest physician in Ohieago to-day, 
was the first president of this Ohicago association. 

I was pleased to meet at Orookston the Ray. Mr. 
Hoyt of the Episcopal church. He is a liberal- 
minded gentleman, and we could talk together with- 
out friction. Of course we did not agree. The 
extremes of human thought met in our conversation. 
He accepts the philosophy of Hegel, which I do not. 
I take the very opposit—the philosophy of Hume 
and Hamilton. To one who can accept Hegelianism 
it is delightful—a dreamy and beautiful religion with 
all the hard outlines of orthodoxy lost in luminous 
dreams. Hegel is the last refuge of the honest and 
liberal-hearted Christian. When this “infinit sub- 
ject” and “‘God-consciousness ” are surrendered to 
pure reason then the Ohristian religion loses its 


golden twilight, and disappears in the day of 


Science. 

I enrolled a goodly number of Freethinkers in the 
ranks of TER TRUTR SEER. With those already 
mentioned are Peter Oornelius, Wm. Munch, Thos. 
Lockeed, Louis Bergquist, H. Steenerson—and so 
with the golden harvests of Crookston will ever 
mingle the rays of intellectual progress. J. W. Jen- 
ning, Oapt. Marion D. Haltested, Halberg, and others 
are also in the advance corps. 

I must thank J. O.Suudet and Halberg for the 
beautiful flag and lovely flowers which ornamented 
the platform, symbols of our hopes. 

I was also gratified to meet D. P. R. Strong, elitor 
of the Polk county Review, of East Grand Forks, 
who came to Crookston to attend the lectures. He 


isa pronounced Freethinker and is not afraid to 
stand by the colors. With him from East Grand 
Forks was Oharlie Barto, W. N. Dixon, and H. West 
—all comrades in the army of reform. 

Orookston has thus been a bright spot in the 
journey of the Secular pilgrim. With the vast and 
glistening fielde mingles the splendor of the dawn of 
liberty. 

I leave Crookston on Friday evening. Fortu- 
nately I hay comrade Strong with me until I reach 
Winnipeg junction about 10 erm. Here I hav to 
wait three hours for the train west. Early in the 
morning Jamestown flashes upon my sleepy sight ins 
somewhat rolling country, and all about this section 
of North Dakota I see the innumerable wheat stacks 
—nillions of them—and Jamestown smiles in its 
prosperity. I find a small but stalwart band of 
Liberals at Jamestown. I giv my first lecture in the 
courthouse on Saturday evening. This is an elegant 
building, and if I only had a full house it would be 
a pleasure to speak in it. However, the audience is 
fit, though few. I hav the honor of being introduced 
by a lady this time, and a Putnam at that, from the 
Mayflower stock, Miss Helen G. Putnam. She is 
Unitarian minister in the Dakotas, is doing an ex- 
cellent work in the way, and of course is broad- 
minded and without the shackles of creed, for it is 
not every Unitarian minister who would introduce 
one of my ilk. In this case it was a Unitarian and 
a woman who did the daring act. This shows that 
woman has both brain and heart for the front of the 
world’s progress. Miss Putnam is a real worker— 
—she does not take to the fashionable and splendid 
church buildings, but to the school-houses, private 
dwellings, log-cabins, dug-outs, and the unfenced 
universe besides. Although she is entirely theistic, 
and we differ on that point, yet on the side of 
humanity we thoroughly agree, and the platform of 
the Damands of Liberalism is common ground. It 
was a pleasure to meet and join hands with this 
brave and generous woman, whose spirit is broader 
than any creed or name. 

I lecture on Sunday afternoon and Sunday even. 
ing. O1 Sunday evening I hav an excellent audi. 
ence. Miss Putnam and Mrs. John Barns assist 
me with music. Mrs. Burns is an enthusiastic 
worker. Mr. John Burne, formerly of the Catholic 
chureh, is one of our foremost Liberals here, and 
makes things move, with generous devotion to the 
cause. J. T. Hager is also a comrade true, and was 
among the first to giv me welcome to this field, 
where Bell and Ramsburg hav been before. O. R 
Flint is in our ranks of the Znvestigator column, and 
C. J. Warren and A. J. Warren and families, who 
came seven and ten miles from the country to attend 
the lecture in spite of the busy season. I should 
hav hed many more at the lecture if it had not been 
that the erops were both big and late. Even the 
women go into the fields these days to gather the 
glorious harvests. This is a blessed year for 
Dakota. For two or three seasons there hav been 
only seven and eight bushels to the acre. This sen- 
son there are twenty-five and thirty bushels to the 
acre. Itis a jubilant picture that greets the eye 
over these wide extended prairies. L. H. Shipley, 
D. Goodman, E. E. Martin, Richard Long, with 
Eager and Burns, are on the roll of Tar TnUTRH SEEKER, 
and the tide of Freethought will advance, although 
there are ten churches in thie city of about twenty- 
five hundred people and there is much to contend 
against; but our friends at this point mean to keep 
the fisg a-flying. 

The Presbyterians hav built a big college here, 
which presents a rather imposing appearance upon 
the hills just outside the town. The school facilities 
here are excellent. The courthouse is a noble piece 
of architecture. Jamestown is on the “Jem river,” 
as they call it, which flows through a prosperous 
valley far down into South Dakota. It is a hand- 
some place, and with the splendors of nature about, 
it will not always be under the shadow of orthodoxy. 
The morning light is coming. 

Jamestown, Sept. 6, 1891. Sun P. Purnam, 


— — —-— — 
The Portland, Ore., Convention. 

To the Liberals of the State of Oregon: I hav 
done all in my power to make our coming congress 
the best ever held. The time has come for you to 
help finish the work. Are you ready and willing? 
Timagin I can hear you responding, Willing and 
ready, what shall I do?” Secure, without delay, a 
notice in all the papers in your county of the time 
and place of the convention, telling the people it 


comes before the close of the great exposition at 


Portland and that they will hav reduced fare. 

Giv out the time and place at every public meet- 
ing in your county until it meets. 

Circulate every card and circular which comes into 
your hands about the meeting. 

Invite every Liberal, every half Liberal, and 
everybody else to come and hear the eminent speak. 
ers who will address the people on Secular 
government. 

Then come yourself, and bring from $1 to $5 with 
you more than you need, thus returning thanks for 
the best crop ever raised in Oregon. 
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I hav invited so many speakers that I cannot now 
giv youtheprogram. But Mrs. Cochran, the mother 
orator of this coast, will deliver the opening address 
and an orchestra of children will discourse music. 

Ramember it will be held on Saturday, Sunday, 
and Monday, the 31, 4:h, and 5:h of October. 


C. Brar, President. 
— E E 


The Seeretary’s View of It. 


To the Liberals of O:egon: From present outlook 
we are to hava splendid array of speakers at the 
Third Annual Congress of the Oregon State Secular 
Union to be held at Portland, Ore., Ostober 34, 4:h, 
and 5 h, and now let me urge, upon our Oregon 
Liberals especially, the necessity of attending this 
convention. 

President Beal and his assistants hav put forth 
their best efforts to make this a representativ gather- 
ing of free men and free women, and the presence of 
Oregon’s thousands of Liberals is necessary. to. 
impress upon the minds of the general public that 
we are in earnest in our demands. 

The lack of attention shown by the state legisla- 
ture to our petition for the taxation of church property 
should show you the necessity of more earnest work 
in this direction. From the correspondence I had 
with members of the last legislature I am convinced 
that if we Liberals simply show the strength which 
we undoubtedly possess, respect will be shown our 
demands. uu 

The general public seems to be ignorant of what 
we want—they know little of the American Secular 
Union or our state organization. Hundreds of 
people during the past year hav asked me the mean- 
ing of the badge-pin I wear, and when the principles 
of our organization hav been explained to them hav 
shown their interest by asking for literature on the 
subject of church taxation, eto. 

Now, what we went at our next congress is the 
presence of the Liberals from every part of the 
state, that we can arrange a plan of campaign for 
effactiv work not only in regard to the taxation of 
church property but algo the exclusion of all religious 
exercises from the publie schools. 

Do the Liberals of Oregon know that their state 
superintendent of instruction recommends in his 
school law instructions the repeating of the Lord's 
prayer and reading of the rcriptures as an opening 
exercise for our publie echools, and are they willing 
to sit idly by while his suggestion is carried out? I 
know from my own experience as teacher in the 
public schools that there is muc» work for us to 
scsomplish here. 

Jadging from the result of their work, I know 
that there are hundreds of teachers in your schools 
who spend most of their time making their pupils 
fit subjects for their imaginary heaven, regardless 
of the fact that in doing so they sre dwarfiag the 
child’s intellect, and making it less fitted for the 
duties required of ithere. Before this convention, 
then, visit your school and ascertain what is being 
done there. 

Be prepared to tell us at this congress the names 
and addresses of the dircctors and teachers who 
authorize or hold religious exercises in our public 
schools ; you will thus enable the Secular Union to 
take steps which may resu!t in the discontinuance of 
such exercises. Do not neglect this, for there is 
nothing of more importancs than the correct educs- 
tion of our children. 

Again, this convention givs us an excellent oppor- 
tunity of becoming acquainted with one another ; to 
enjoy a good social time, and when work-hours ara 
over, to visit the points of interest in Oregon’s me- 
tropolis. 

The date of the convention was changed to reap 
the advantsge of the reduced railroad fare during 
the Mechanics’ Exposition ; this is another feature 
which will interest and instruct you. 

Think this matter over. Itis important that every 
Liberal, every Spiritualist, every man and woman 
who wishes to maintain freedom of thought and 
speech, should meet with us. 

“In union there is strength,” and it is the object 
of this congress to so unite or organize our army 
of Oregon Liberals that we will be strong enough 
to successfully meet the enemy’s encroachments on 
our liberties. So again I say, come! 

Katiz Kram Suita, 
Cor. Sec. Oregon State Secular Union. 
— — DÀ . 


Reflections. f 

As long as I can remember I hav been troubled 
more or less by a lack of dignity. Almost invariably 
I find it very difficult to maintain a respectable 
sppearance of seriousness upon grave occasions, 
even being sometimes possessed by an almost uncon- 
trolable desire to laugh at a funeral service—though 
at other times unable to catch the point of a droll 
story and remaining as dumb as an oyster while my 
companions are vainly struggling io retain the 
buttons upon their garments. l 

My mother’s characteristic trait of intense reserve 
manifested itself through my person in the form of a 
superabundant amount of bashfulness. My father 
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was -a Liberal longer than I can remember, and as 
he was the guide in home affairs it necessarily fol- 
lowed as a natural consequence that I became a 
Liberal, too. I remember. trying to think out how 
it could be that reasoning human beings would look 
to an imaginary great big man up in the sky and in 
one breath detail to him their woes, pray for a 
favorable change in their temporal affairs, and express 
their willingness to submit to his decrees. It struck 
my youthful mind as superlativly absurd, and so 
severe was the blow that I hav never recoyered. I 
gradually came to look upon the whole affair asa 
. stupendous joke, and I hav been endeavoring all my 
life to get others to see it in the same light. More 
or less success has attended my efforts in this 
direction. i 
But as regards my bashfulness—which, by the 
way, my wife says is rapidly disappearing—all the 
efforts of my worthy parent and well-meaning 
relativs were unavailing in correcting this trait, and 
even to-day I labor under more or less difficulty on 
ite account. Itis therefore with no inconsiderable 
degree of hesitation that I appear before the readers 
of Tun Thurn Sxzrxrs, and I do believe that were it 
not for the fact that I expect to meet many of the 
friends who hav known me through Freethought I 
Should be tempted to decline the very polite and 
friendly invitations I hav received to contribute to 
its columns. But the thought of meeting and greet- 
ing those who hav been with us during the years of 
battle on the Pacific coast spurs me to a point of 
daring which would astonish my own mother ; and 
if I fail to maintain a tone of dignity compatible 
with the staid character of Tue Taura Srzxzs, I 
trust that its readers will pardon me and find con- 
solation in the thought that we all learn to do better 
as we grow older. 
I doubt not that these lines will reach all the 
. friends of Freethought, and I desire to invite them 
to join in the reorganized ranks and aid in continu- 
ing the battle against superstition. We must keep 
at work. The liberties of the people depend upon 
the unremitting efforts of a few. And in this 
thought &lone is found, alas, too often the only in- 
oentiv to continued effort on the part of those activly 
engaged in the Freethought battle. With the forces 
concentrated more effeotiv work may be done, and I 
want every reader of this suggestion to indorse it by 
a subscription to the paper it appears in. 


There is an impression both at home and abroad 
that San Francisco is a very wicked city. This may 
or may not beso. It, like everything else, makes a 
great deal of difference how one looks at it. People 
come here from the steady-going Eastern states and 
are shocked at what they are pleased to term de- 
pe Inheriting a puritanical tendency, which 

as been cultivated by educational influences and 
by environments, they see only wickedness in the 
innocent revelry which meets them everywhere they 
go in this city. Picnics, ballgames, excursions, 
‘field sports, dances, and theaters are on the San 
Francisco list of Sunday amusements, and the sedate 
New England church-goer sees in these diversions 
only pathways leading to perdition. In his fertil 
brain he conjures up a frightful picture of the future, 
und, horror-stricken at the imagery of his own brain, 
he hastens to find a friend who will sympathize with 
him, and together they at once concert plans to put 
a stop to the revelry. By law, as by a tailor a garment 
is cut to order, these thoughtless men, these heed- 
less women, and these laughing children must be 
made moral By statutes recorded on the books of 
the state and enforced by the strength of govern- 
ment, they must be made fit subjects for the king- 
dom of heaven. Without s plentiful supply of such 
man-made safeguards, his satanic msjesty, commonly 
called the devil, will go ahead of the parent said to 
reside in heaven, and will knock the old man’s cal- 
culations as to the number of seats he shall reserve 
for the use of his subjects at that concert which is 
to be opened by Gabriel and to continue thereafter 
unceasingly, into a cocked hat. So the Sunday-law 
agitation continues. Always there are some old 
fossils and some young cranks who keep up the ab- 
surd fight, despite every dictate of experience and 
common sense. 


Giving an account of the recent attempted seizure 
of the steamer Panama, on account of there being 
several political refugees from Oentral America on 
board, the Chronicle says that a man-of-war should 
be detailed to prevent similar outrages, and advises 
that it should be “a representativ vessel of our new 
navy, which will put the fear of God into the hearts 
of the rulers of these petty republics, so that they 
will never again heap indignities on the American 
flag. This method of inspiring a fear of God,” 
although not exactly new, should prove very effectiv 
as long as powder and shot hold out. The Chroni- 
cle seems to excel in peculiar descriptions. An ex- 
ample occurs in a report from the Spiritualist camp- 
meeting now in progress at Oskland. One of the 
“test-mediums ” is said to hav appeared upon the 
platform wearing “a white tie, a gold scarf-pin, and 
a Well-satisfied smile.” Rather a limited wardrobe, to 


be sure, but as this is a warm climate, and it may 
also be possible that the gentleman is rehearsing hia 
part in the future, where, we are told, woolen fabrics 
are of little value, he is excusable so long as his 
auditors do not object to what he presents them. 
The report goes on to state that the cable and 
electric car lines are realizing many nickels from 
enthusiastic Spiritualists ; that a corresponding num- 
ber of dimes are deposited at the camp gateway, and 
that the tests given were rather unsatisfactory. All 
of which goes to show that the meeting is proving 
as much of a success as usual. 


A recent statement made by the Rev. J. Saunders 
Reed, of San Francisco, may be of some value to 
those interested in comparativ statistics. ‘In every 
city are several circles,” said he. “The smallest is 
made up of church-goers, a larger one is composed 
of moral and honest persons, a third, still larger, of 
the intemperate and vicious, and the fourth of pau- 
perism and drunkenness, and a last, greater than any 
of the others, of heathens, to whom the ideals, prac- 
tices, and conversation of religion sre things 
unknown.” 

Mr. Reed’s assertion that the second circle is com- 
posed of moral and honest” people reflects rather 
disadvantageously upon the first circle; still, as that 
is the smallest, probably it matters very little any- 
way. However, this sort of thing must be very 
ungatisfactory to the pious church-goer—that is, pro- 
viding M has brains enough to reflect upon the mat- 
ter at ail. 


We hav with us for a brief engagement the 
* divine Sarah,” and people are crowding the largest 
theater to listen to her. They do say wicked things 
about the great actress still; every public character 
must suffer more or less, and no matter what may be 
the private character of Bernhardi, the fact remains 
that she is a talented actress, is feasted and feted 
wherever she goes, has traveled over many lands 
and has an extensiv knowledge of human nature. 
A local reporter broacked the Sunday question the 
other evening, and while putting the finishing 
touches to her stage toilet, she said: “The Sabbath 
is a wet blanket in England, a damp one in Australia, 
and wants airing in certain Eastern cities of America. 
In San Francisco, however, it is gay, it is alive. Peo- 
ple don’t go to sleep merely because it is Sunday. 
They like to liv and be pretty and smart, and come 
out and amuse themselvs, instead of hiding them- 
gelvs because it is a Sabbath day. Yes, it is charm- 
ing, and I must say that out of France the only 
Sundays worth living in are yours here in San 
Francisco.” Then she alluded to a bygone Sunday 
in some good old Blue-law town and shuddered. 
Then she laughed and flitted away to the stage, 
where the curtain was already rising. 

To be sure there is another side to the picture. 
There must always be a reverse. There must be 
shadows as well as sunshine to make a perfect pict- 
ure. These are here. And the brilliance of the 
light marks more distinctly the blackness of the 
shadows. But there is less pious cant, less social 
hypocrisy, in San Francisco than in any city it was 
ever my fortune to linger in, and I am of the opinion 
that Madam Bernhardt was not far out of the way 
in her diagnosia of the case. 

It is a question how long this spirit of freedom 
will remain unfettered. The clergy are trying to 
turn public opinion against it. Their fight is for 
bread and butter. They shrink from the prospect 
of “sawing wood and saying nothing.” They know 
that the point once conceded means annihilation of 
their creeds. The general public is too fond of 
amusement to giv up its weekly holiday unless 
compelled to do so. The great majority will not 
voluntarily immure itself in gloomy churches and 
listen to dreary sermons unless it feels the prod of 
the state behind and sees the flames of hell ahead. 

One of the leading ministers of this city has been 
exercising the gray matter of his brain in making an 
estimate of the church income as compared with that 
of theaters. He has discovered that the proportion 
is about one to eighteen in favor of the theaters. 
He declares himself a sort of high license advocate, 
denouncing the ten-cent theaters as the most soul- 
destroying influences in the city. It irritates these 
religionists to look upon the emptied benches in 
their churches and note the sign * Standing room 
only” displayed at the theaters on Sunday evenings, 
and they would willingly enforce to its utmost limit 
any statute against Sunday amusements which might 
be enacted. They will use every means within their 
power to obtain laws prohibiting the pleasures 
which Oalifornians hav been wont to indulge in upon 
the weekly holiday made populer by custom. 

Public sentiment has very little to do with the en- 
actment of pronior laws. The people principsily 
interested hear practically nothing of the statutes 
until. some ecclesiastical tyrant clothed in the robe 
of the state comes along and makes an arrest. 

Nativ Oaliforniang do not realize what a Sunday 
law means. They laugh half incredulously when 
told of the solemn New England Sunday. The 
“forty-niners” left their Eastern homes before the 


church attained so much temporal power, and know 
nothing, except by hearsay, of the tyranny it exer- 
cises. It is the puritanical element drifting west- 
ward that is agitating this question. Its representa- 
tivs are appalled by the mass of pleasure-seekers 
which fills our parks, steamers, picnic grounds, and 
theaters every Sunday, and declare that something 
must be done to put an end to such levity. 

It will not do for Liberals to remain indifferent, 
trusting to general laws of progress for safety. A 
few conspirators manipulate the law-making machin- 
ery and make slaves of an uninformed or misin- 
formed public. We must watch; we must work; 
the societies should exist in more than name only. 
The Portland, Ore., convention, October 3d, 4th, 5th ; 
Putnam's lecture in this city, October 11th, and the 
lecture season to follow—these are blows for free- 

dom. Do not forget them. Brownz, 
—— 49-49 ———————— 
Ministers in a Squall. 
Worid Interview with the Blackbtrd's Captain. 

“There is not another boat in the world that has 
gone down the bay to meet more distinguished per- 
sons than the Blackbird. From her gang-planks 
hav stepped aboard celebrities of all ranks, profes- 
sions, and nationalities whose first greeting to the 
United States was on board this little boat.” 

* Which parties afford you the most amusement ?” 

* Well, to tell you the truth, I had more real fun 
with a party of ministers and their friends who went 
down the bay on the Blackbird to meet a steamer 
on which was Talmage. The party was composed 
of men and women, of a quiet, orderly class, and 
they had their own little jokes and innocent fun. 
When they first came aboard it was ‘How do you 
do, Brother So-and-So ? or ‘Sister So-and-So?’: 
There was a good deal of handshaking and kissing 
all around. Then, after we had started, there were a 
prayer and psalm-singing, but as we neared Sandy 
Hook the fan began. 

“ The Blackbird was pretty well loaded down, and 
when we started the weather was all that could be 
desired. It had been a hot, sultry day in the city, 
and all aboard were rejoicing over the expected 
delightful run down to the Hook. All went well 
until we Fot near our destination, when a sudden 
squall struck us and it blew great guns, raising a 
heavy sea. The wind fairly shrieked, the rain came 
down in buckets, the lightning was wicked and the 
thunder crashed, peal after peal following each 
other in rapid succession. I was in the wheelhouse 
with the pilot, and the Blackbird was going her 
prettiest. She just rolled about and tossed, met every 
big sea, climbed up or dashed through mountains of 
waves, then went way down, just as the brave, stanch 
little boat en. ; 

“In the saloon and cabins was a panic-stricken 
crowd of men and women, the like of which I never 
saw. Some seemed to hav absolutely gone crazy 
with fright, and howled, cried, and prayed for the 
Lord to save them. Some of them got in bunches, 
clung to each other, and, when a sea would strike 
their side of the boat, over they all went. It was no 
use for the officers of the boat and men to tell them 
there was no danger and that it was only a common 
squall. They all thought they were going to the 
bottom, and it was fun to see the men rolling about 
with life-preservers tied &round them in all kinds of 
ways, while the women were rolling about screaming 
with fright. I was sorry for them, but I thought 
the clergymen, who preach so much about being 
always ready to meet death, should certainly not 
hav been afraid of a squall.” 

—— a — 

WE will furnish free sample pages —piotures and 
text—of the Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book” to 
any friend who will distribute them where they will 
do good, and to anyone who will become a selling 
agent a liberal discount will be made. A Freethinker 
of good address, man or woman, out of work, could 
make good ealary selling this book in any town of 
fairly Liberal inhabitants. 

— et 

W. B. Bzrrs address during October will be Des Moines, 

Iowa. 


B. P. Pursam’s lecture appointments for September and 
October are as follows: Palouse City, Wash., September 19th, 
20th; Pasco, Wash., 22d, 28d; Nanaimo, B. C., 26th; Well- 
ington, B. C., 27th, 28th; Snohomish, Wash., 30th; West 
Ferndale, Wash., October ist, 2d; Portland convention, 
8d, 4th, 5th; Grant’s Pass, Ore., 7th, 8th; San Francisco, 
11th. Will lecture in California through the months of Octo- 
ber, November, December, and January, state convention 
January 29th. 


Catoaco Secular Union meets at Fort Dearborn Hal, 
N. E. corner Madison and Halstead streets, every Sunday 
evening. Music at 7:45, lecture at 8 P.M. September 6th, 
Gen. I. N. Stiles, Individuality ;” 18th, Hon. Stephen A. 
Douglas, Jr., Protectiv Tariff; 20th, Charles Bary, 
* Personal Rights zu 27th, Reet Thomas, Free Trade;“ 
October 4th, W. F. Cooling, Constitutional Religious 
Liberty zu 11th, Col. E. A. Calkins (of editorial staff of 
Evening Journal), Monopolies and Strikes The Other 
Side zu 18th, Rev. James Vila Blake (subject later); 25th, 
P. J. O'Bhea (subject later). 
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In fidel Funerals, Safety from Insult, 

The infamous outrage perpetrated at every 
opportunity by ministers gloating in the performance 
of their religious mummeries over the dead body of 
the Infidel, whom when in health and full possession 
of faculties they never dared to disenss religious 
topics with, sbould be rendered impossible. 

Unfortunately, even when the wife is Liberal, 
heart. broker, demented by grief, che is apt to yield 
to the insidious solicitstion or be overwbelmed by 
the dictation of the minister or his satellites, who 
are ever ready at such times “to creep into the 
bouse snd lead silly women csptiv,” and once per- 
mission is obtained for the minister to preside at the 
fuveral, if be does not insult and vilify the convictions 
of the dead over tbe cc ffin, he is sure to take the 
earliest opportunity from his zoward's castle—tbe 
pulpit—to dec'are “while in health the deceased 
boasted of bie Infidelity snd expressed contempt for 
the church, but as soon as sickness came and death 
threatened, like all Infidels, ob, how sbjectly he 
implored the ministrations of the minister of Jesus.” 

Unfortunately many of the congregation are not 
aware tbat the minister is living up to the teachings 
of God’s holy word (Rom. iii, 17), lying for the 
glory of God. And so many are led to believe the 
lie. 

Henceforth all members of the Washington Secular 
Uaion can save themselvs from any likelihood of 
thus being insulted in their ec ffias. It is only 
necessary to write out two copies of the following 
instrument; be sure to sign both in the presence of 
three witnesses, and hav each of them sign also 
Piace one copy in a place of safety with other 
papers of value and mail the other copy to the 
secretary of the Washington Secular Uaion. 


FORM TO BE OOPIED. 
B. . „h. , county of ............ A 


I 
state of Washipg cn. by occupation ............ „a member of | 


the Washington Secular Union (organized at the city of 
Seattle, state of Washington, January 29, 1890), having no 
faith or favor for church ceremonies, prayers, invocations, 
and wummeries, do hereby, as my last will and most earnest 
last request to my heirs, administrators, executors, and as- 
signs, especially enjoin. require. and desire that immediately 
after my death the president and secretary of the Washington 
Fecular Union be notified thereof. and I hereby<tequest and 


direct that the officers of the said Washington Secular, 


Union, or the agent they shall select or appoint, shall hav 
80le and exclusiv charge of my obsequies. 

And that no ritual, rite, or ceremony shall be permitted in 
connection with my funeral other than that sanctioned, 
nau and approved, conducted and presided at, by the 
officers of the said Washington Secular Union, or the agent 
by them appointed for that purpose. 

And that under no possible pretext or excuse shall any 
priest, parson, minister, or any officer or dignitary of any 
church be permitted or allowed to take any part in my 
funeral services, or to read any scripture, or read or recite 
from any ritual, or to make any oration, sermon, speech, or 
remarks, or offer any prayer, or make any invocation, or in 
any way or manner officiate at my funeral, or take any part 
in my obsequies. 

And in case of there being no officer or agent of the said 
Washington Secular Union to preside at and conduct my 
obsequies, then I desire that any friend who is not an officer 
or activ member of any church shall read such selections 
from the orations for funerals prepared and issued by the 
said Washington Secular Union (a copy of which is hereto 
annexed). 

But I desire and positivly insist that no Bible or text of 
scripture shall be read, or any prayers be uttered, or re- 
peated, or made, or offered at, or over, my body, or in the 
same room in which my body may be, nor at the grave, or 
place of my burial or cremation. 

And if this my most solemn and earnest request, my last 
will and wish, is not complied with, but anv religious forms, 
rites, prayers, or ceremonies are permitted at my obsequies, 
then I do hereby giv, devise, and bequeath (after the pay- 
ment of my just debts ard funeral expenses) one clear and 
full half of all my real and personal property, of every name 
acd nature, of which I may die possessed or entitled to, to 
the board of directors of the Washington Secular Union—to 
wit, to the then actirg president, secretary, treasurer, and 
each of the two directors at large—share and share alike— 
for their sole use and benefit. (I simply request them to 
expend the same to further the aims and objects of the 
Washington Secular Union.) i 

Realizing that in sickness, my mental faculties impaired. 
advantage might be taken of my infirmities, therefore in 
case of my making any other will or codicil, I desire and 
intend that the request and conditions of this instrument 
shall remain of full force and binding effect unless I shall in 
language plain and emphatic— first reciting the conditions 
and the date and the names of the wirnesses of this instru. 
ment—unmistakably revoke and annul this document, its 
requests and conditions, and fully and clearly state my rea- 
sons for so doing. 

In witness whereof, I hav hereunto signed and sealed 
this instrument, and published and declared the same as and 
for my last will, and most earnest and solemn wish, in the 
presence of three witnesses, and hav caused a duplicate 
hereof to be deposited with the secretary of the said Wash- 


ington Secular Union, on this. day of. . 

1891, at............ (Bignature)............... (Seal). 
At. on this. . .... day of. 189 . The above 

named. asses sigred and sealed this instrument, and pub- 


lished and declared the same to be his last will a: d most 
earnest wish, and we in his presence, and at his request, and 
in the presence of each other, hav hereunto subscribed our 
names as witnesses. 


i E c: , do design and intend this instrument 
to be full and complete authority for the officers of the said 
Washington Secular Union, or their appoin'ed agent, to take 
whole, sole, and exclusiv charge of my cbse quies. 

And this shall be the warrant and authority of such agent 


to dismiss and expel from the presence of my dead body any 
priest, parson, minister, or church official who by request 
of any relativ, or other person or persons, may attempt to 


preside or take part, or in any way officiate, or interfere 


with my funeral services. 

In further witness, and that there may be no possible ex- 
cuse or pretext for any evasion, or failure to fully understand 
my wishes in this matter, I hav hereunto again signed and 
sealed this instrument in the presence of the same witnesses, 
after first carefully reading the whole instrument to them. 


(Signature) . . (Seal). 
Witnesses. 


The penalty clause—giving half of all real and 
personal property to the officers of the Washington 
Secular Union if conditions are not complied with, 
is absolutely necessary in some cases to insure 
obedience to wishes of the dead. It is very unlikely 
tbat at such a cost even the most. bigoted fanatical 
relativ will be willing to permit even the favorit 
minister to take any part in the funeral services. 

I hope to speedily perfect and present for the 
approval of our board of directors funeral services 
and orations suitable to old, middle-aged, youth, and 
children, so that in case of impossibility of attend- 
ance of a Liberal lecturer, any person of ordinary 
education and ability can conduct the funeral and 
(first filling the blanks with facts in regard to the 
deceased) deliver the oration (read it, if unsble to 
commit it to memory and recite it). 

There is no money in the treasury of the Wasb- 
ington Secular Ucion that can be used to pay for the 
printing of such funeral service and orations. 

Any person contributing $1 or more to the 
“funeral service fund” will be furnished with the 
necessary two copies of the above document, neatly 
and correctly type-written, all ready for signatures. 

C. B. Reyyotps, Sec. Wash. Sec. Union. 

Fremont, Wash. 

— — 9————————— 
Our Coming Convention. 

Co-workers Oregon State Association: The time 
approaches for holding our state convention for the 
year 1891. Are you all preparing fo teke an activ 
part in its deliberations? I sincerely hope so, for 
otherwise it means nothing and stands for nothing. 

While it is true we can all enjoy “freedom of 
thought” (Shakspere says “thought is free”), and 
it is also true that. thought must precede action, it 
is also as strictly true that thought which does not 
formulate itself into action accomplishes nothing 
toward bringing about that desired free speech, 
free press, and free society for which our regular 
association stands. I hav met several persons this 


summer in my campaign who said, “I’ve taken the 


Investigator for forty odd years,” or “I’ve taken 
Tur Truru Sxerxer for a great number of years,” 
and you would naturally think considerable results 
ought to follow such an apprenticeship in the work 
of humanizing thonght; but alas! in many cases 
the condition of inaction had become chronic, and 
there was no perceptible result in the neighborhood 
or even in the family: 

We must stand together, talk with each other, 
move in concert, in order to accomplish results. 


| Simply to sign the roll of names of state associations 
without joining activly their deliberations, neither | 


benefits members nor the society. 
It is certein that during the next year or two iu 
this coast a necessity for vigilant and careful work 


will exist. An ecclesiastical propaganda in interest 


f more stringent sectarian legislation in coast states 
925 already commenced. The Pacific coast secretary 
of the Sabbath Rest Association is here and at work 

Do not be deceived, nor deceive yourselvs, by 
assuming that it cannot be accomplished. When 
eminent men, who hav been and are still powerful 
factors in publie opinion, take position in favor cf 
such legislation, ib is bound to carry a weight of 
conviction. 

The Hon. Geo. W. Williams said recently, speak- 
ing incidentally of the Sunday law: “Our Sunday 
laws are lamentably defestiv, and I wouid suggest 
that a petition be circulated and signed asking the 
next legislature to amend the present laws. I 
will prepare the necessary papers, copies of which I 
will furnish all who take an interest in this matter, 
and will circulate the papers for signatures.” [Ap- 
plause.] 

That suggestion bas been acted upon, and an 
activ propaganda is now going on. 

It does not answer the purpose to say, Our Oon- 
stitution prohibita legislation on religious matters.” 
What our Constitution prohibits and what our states 
actually accomplish is rhown in the K ng case. 

Under the rulings of United State- judges, states 
can legis!ste on matters ^f religion. In other words, 
United States judges hav decided that states 
ean do what the U sited States cannot do in matters 


| of religion, and tbe victim cf such perrecutions, 


fined, imprisoned, and despoiled of property, has no 
redress in the state courts. 

It behooves you, therefore, who bav undertsken to 
counteract the returning tide of middle-age inquisi- 
torial infsmy to keep vigilant. Watch the move- 
ment of that most merciless, most inbuman of 
all monopclies under which humanity has been en- 


slaved, robbed, and tortured—religio-politico-In-God 
we-trust monopoly of kings, popes, priests, and 
preachers a „ 

Come to our state convention, and let us discuss 
and decide what line of action to adopt the best to 
counteract this spirit of fanaticism and intolerance. 

Faithfully yours, Marcie P. KREKEL 

Field See. Oregon State Secular Union. 

Portland, Ore., Aug 29 1891. l 


That Badge-Pin. 


There is no doubt that a great many Freothinkers — 
are exercised in their minds with reference to a suit- ' 
able badge-pin, and that. there is more interest on 
the subject than many suppose. Though much has 
been said upon it, the subject is neither settled nor 
exhausted. Miss Ohurchill’s design I hav never 
seen. The. pansy, either as a real flower or in gold. 
and enamel, is lovely and very appropriate ; only it 
is, as our editor says, practically useless,” because 
worn as an ornament by so many persons who are 
not Freethinkers. I bad a beautiful pansy. breast- 


pin long before any Freethought token was pro- 


posed. Perhaps, however, if Freethinkers adopted 
and generally wore it, other people might abandon 
the use of the pansy for decorativ purpose. 
O:to Wettstein's badge is superb —gorgeous ; but 
there is too much of it too much crowding of ideas 
and symbols, It is a history, a lecture, and a Free- 
thought Bible consolidated. All of the past. present, 
and future sre packed into one equare inch of surface 
emblazonry. My suggestion is that the passing 
night of superstition with its moon and stars, and 
the future day, emblemed by the rising sun of 
science, be left unrepresented ; but that the flaming 
torch, with the word Reason“ as it now appears, 
be allowed to remain in its simple beauty and ex- 
pressivness, as the token which will reveal to friends 
that we follow only where our reason leads. 
Lat us hav the flaming torch of reason for the 
Freetbinker's badge-pin. It would be very signifi- 
cant, and could be made at small expense in either 


gold or silver. Er:a B. Bonxz. 
— Ó—————— 


. ltems of Foreign Freethought News, 
Portugal is getting awake. The first female med- 


ical student received her diploma at Lisbon the 
other day. eA et 


Dr. Titus A Voelkel, former editor of Freireligi- 
öses Sonntags- Blatt, is reported dangerously ill with 
typhoid fever. coats os 


A new Freethought periodical, EI Ciclon, has 
seen the light of day at Alicante, Spain. We extend 
a hearty welcome to our contemporary, and wish it 
all possible success. 5 


Demofolio, the well-known Spanish. Freethinker 
and member of Cortes, has just issued a Oatechism 
for Freethinkers. Our desire for our “Manual” is 
daily growing sharper. ay? 


The pious king Ohristisn IX. of Denmark has nar- 
rowly escaped assassination. We do not approve of 
killing of any kind, but the fewer people there liv of 
the stamp of this royal intolerant bigot the better for 
mankind at large. l E ded 


A ghost-epidemie has started in Dortmund, Ger- 
many. Children cannot be made to remain at school 
for fear of ghosts. A patent remedy has been sug- 
gested by the Catholise of the town. It consists in 
prayers said, for hard cash of course, by the priest. 


Mr. Otto Heinrichs, editor of Friedländer Boten, 
has been indicted by the court of Neustrelitz for 
writing disrespectfully of a Rev. Mr. Bossart, of 
Friedland, Mecklenburg. Mr. Heinrichs must be a 
bad man. This is the third offense against God's 
representative since last October. 15 


Zwickauer, Saxony, is a well known hot-bed for 
religious lunatics. A sect has started there which 
claims that the end of the world is near, and that 
consequently there is no need of working. The 
police thinks otherwise, and puts all the members it 
can catch to work breaking stone. Too bad that 
this does not include the ministers of other ssets. It 
ought, for what are they but public nuisances? ` 


On August 24 the Belgian Freethinkers unveiled 
st Waterloo a statue in honor of Leopold Mattot, the 
Freethinker whose remains were, by order of the 
mayor of that city, buried in the “dog's ditch." - 
The money for the monument was raised by subserip- 
tions from Freethickers. Several thousand people 
who witnessed the ceremony were brought to Water- 
loo by special trains, Speeches were made by our 
friend Me Leon Furnemont Mr. N avez, and others. 
When it comes to action the Freethinkers of Belgium 
stand in the foremost rank. 


The annual conference of Swedish Freethinkers 
was held at Stockholm, August 8:b. The federation 
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consists now of sixteen auxiliary societies with a 
total membership of seven hundred. A motion to 
adopt an economic plank in the platform was voted 
down, and no particular line of economic reform was 
chosen. A general indorsement of all political re- 
forms was passed in its place. Victor Lennstrand 
was renominated, es was Dr. Knut Wieksell and most 


of last year's membera of the executiv committee. 
. Next year's congress is to be held at Stockholm in 
_ the month of August. 


There is no room for witch trials any longer, 
even in Austria. A few days ago a woman ep 
~ peared in court and demanded the punishment of 
her former servant girl. She stated that the latter 

was a witch, who nightly came down the chimney, 
"placed herself at the plaintiffs bed, and sucked the 
blood from her breast. Nothing could drive her 
away, she said, but the words “Jesus, Maria, Jo- 
seph!“ A witness corroborated the statement, but 
when she offered to take the oath the judge told 
her to sit down, and next ordered a policemen to 
take the plaintiff in custody to be examined by a 
physician as to her sanity. bit: : l 
a 
. How They Made it Rain. 
Neo York Sun's Correspondence from Midland, Texas. 


Gen. Jupiter Piuvius Dyrenforth has hied him to 
Washington, and the rain which fell nearly every day 
while he was here has gone away too. He will come 

back to Texas in a week or ten days, however, and 

then the aqueous fluid will bump itself once more, 
the ranchmen and farmers will sing joyous peant, 
the John rabbits will use their ears for umbrellas, 
and the cowboys will strap their “ slickers ”—Texas 
for rubber coata—to their saddles when they. go to 
the festiv roundup. Great is the name of Dyrenforth 


in the Llano Estacado, and when the farmers 


throughout this broad land realize that he can really 
turn on the heavenly faucet whenever and wherever 
he pleases they will forswesr allegiance to the be. 
: whiskered Peffer and cast a solid vote for the general. 
For however much correspondents who never came 
-within twenty miles of the scene of operations—and 
there be such—may figurativly try to throw cold 
water on the government rain-making experiments, 
the interesting fact remains that either General 
` Dyrenforth did literally pull cold water down upon 
this parched country, or else a series of the most 
. remarkable coincidences ever known occurred here 
within the past three weeks. Whenever he ordered 
the dynamite and the racksrock powder and the 
explosiv balloons to be turned loose upon a clear sky 
there was certain to be a smart rainfall within 
twelve hours. This did not happen once or twice ox 
thrice ; it happened nine or ten times, and in a coun- 
try, too, where showers of any kind are exceedingly 
rare, and where good rains are almost unknown. 
When it is considered that the general had to 
travel an almost untrodden path, and that he had to 
pick and feel his way step by step, often stopping to 
remove obstacles which threatened: to wholly bar his 
progress, it is remarkable that he attained the desired 
goalin soshortatime. Badly constructed apparatus 
. Which had to be repaired many times on the field, 
inefficient cowboy labor, crowds of gawking, exasper- 
' ating sightseers from Midland who. stepped on the 
'balloong and invariably got in the way; alkali water 
and burning sun, which together placed nearly every 
- member of the expedition on the sick list at various 
times; a series of extraordinarily heavy gales which 
swept over the level prairie almost incessantly, and 
‘snapped balloon cables as though they were cotton 
twine—these and many other smaller matters, which 
at the time were equally discouraging, were daily 
encountered, and as often overcome. 

The rain-making experiments were made solely 
‘and entirely under General Dyrenforth's direction, 

- and bis commission from the secretary of agriculture 
gave him permission to use his own discretion as to 
how they should be conducted. He was authorized 
to incur any expense that in his judgment was neces- 

' gary, nok exceeding the amount of the appropriation 

. of $9 000; “to engage any experts, to purchase and 
transport any material, to pay traveling expenses of 
himself and his employees, as he might deem neces- 
sary in the premises for a complete trial of his experi- 
ments as well as his own compensation.” General 
Dyrenforth charged no compensation, however, for 
hia time and services. He gave them for the benefit 
of science, and, indeed, has used his own means in 
addition to the appropriation. 

After consultation with Professor Myers, the aero- 
naut, as to the best form of balloon to employ, the 
cost, and so on, he had forty ten-foot balloons made, 
to contain about six hundred cubic feet of gas; 

. twenty-eight twelve-foot balloons, to contain about 
one thousand cubic feet of gas, and three large bal- 
loons to be used for ascensions to make meteoro 
logical observations. He also procured several bolts 
of red cambric and enough sticks and twine to make 
and fly several hundred large kites. A great quan- 


tity—nearly a ear-losd—of rackarock powder, giant 
powder, and other powerful explosivs were procured 


explosiv. 
admirable plan, was faulty in its construction. 


and shipped to Midland. The object, as everyone 
knows who has locked into the subject at all, was to 
keep up a series of explosions in the air and on the 
ground for several hours, or even for a day, and then 
wait for the rain to come. The balloons were to be 
filled with two parts of hydrogen and one part of 
oxygen, and were to be exploded when high in the 


air by means of electrical exploders connected with 
wire to dynamos on the ground. Rackarock powder 
end dynamite were to be tied to the tails of kites and 
exploded in the same way, and meantime there was 
to be a series of big explosions, covering an area of 
a mile or two, on the ground. Professor Myers, who, 
in addition to being a balloonist, is & man of scien- 
tific attainments, was to go up in one of the large 
balloons, and with the aid of delicate instruments 
determin st what hight the current containing the 
greatest amount of moisture existed. The balloons 
were to be exploded in this current. l 

Such was the program laid out, and it would 
doubtless hav been followed to the letter if it had 
been physically possible to do it. But what was not 


‘taken into consideration, and what it was impossible 


to know anything about in advance, was the fact 
that day after day a most extraordinary gale would 
spring up and come careering over the prairie to toss 
the balloons about at their moorings and beat their 
delicate fabric against the dry, hard stubble, which 
does duty here as grass, or else to tear them loose 
and send them flying cff into the air out of sight. 
Day after day did Professor Myers get up before 
dawn to the stirring reveille blown on & cornet by 
General Dyrenforth, hastily swallow.a cup of coffee, 
a hot biscuit, and a bit of bacon, hie himself to his 
oxygen and hydrogen generating machines, and 
strive, with might and main, to fill the balloons with 
the proper proportions of the two gases. And day 
after day that howling wind would come up and 
play havoc with the balloons, or else the oxygen- 
making apparatus would get out of order, and many 
valuable hours would be consumed in repairing it. 

The oxygen generator was on a larger scale than 
any ever made before. It consisted of a long 
gasoline stove, surmounted by a sheet-iron hood, in 
which were holes to hold the “ cartridges” or tubes 
containing chlorate of potash and black oxide of 
manganese. This combination of chemicals, when 
exposed to a fierce heat, throws off the oxygen gas, 
which is purified by being passed through wash 
bottles containing a weak solution of lime. The 
lime also removes chlorine gas, which is dangerously 
But the stove, although built on an 
It 
would become heated to the danger point and hav 
to be put out and cooled. The cartridges would 
blow out at the ends and hav to be replaced, or 
oe else would happen which would cause 

elay. 7 f ` 

The hydrogen: generators worked smoothly and 
quickly, and if the oxygen could hav been made fast 
enough, as it undoubtedly can be with better con- 
structed apparatus in the future, all would hav been 
well, and the balloons could hav been exploded at 
intervals of twenty minutes, which it was calculated 
would be ample when reénforced by the ground ex- 
plosion and the kites. As it was a good many 
balloons were sent up and exploded in spite of the 
difficulties, and that they did influence the atmos- 
phere and help to cause the rainfalls is more than 
probable. 


The kites were no6 very successful either. The 


heavy gales beating upon them were too much for 


the necessarily light sticks, and one after the other 
they rose and broke, and went diving and twisting 
to the ground, to the consternation of the Jack 


rabbits and the open-mouthed wonder of the 


chaparral cocks. 
Another unlooked-for obstacle to the successful 


flying of the bright red kites was the evident 


antipathy to them of the Texan long-horned steers, 
which roam by thousands over the ranch. Mr. 
Draper, the electrician, had several particularly 
gaudy kites which got him into trouble. They were 
of bright red cloth, covered with shining tinfoil in 
stripes and crosses, and were exceedingly beautiful 
to look upon. They were to be flown by fine copper 
wires attached at the lower end to an electrometer, 
and were designed to ascertain the amount of static 
electricity in the atmosphere. One beautiful bright 
morning, when all the pretty creatures of the 
prairie—including the horned-frogs, tarantulas, and 
rattlesnakes—were teeming with joyous life, and the 
birds were singing on every musketo bush, Mr. 
Draper sallied forth with one of his gaudy kites 
under one arm and his electrometer under the 
other. He selected an open space about two hun- 
dred yards from the house, and as he affixed bis fine 
copper wire to his kite he looked at the mild-eyed 
kine which were gazing at him and contemplativly 
chewing their cud. Mr. Draper fastened the wire to 
his satisfaction, end then ran with it alittle distance, 
while the kite rose majestically in the air like a great 
red flamingo. Suddenly there was a sound like unto 


the charging of a war-borse, and a big red bull came 


eareering across the prairie like a horned cyclone. 


His head was lowered, his tail was pointed straight 


in the air, and his eyes flashed fire. Nothing serious 
resulted, but Mr. Draper invariably carried a shot- 
gun when flying his kites thereafter, and he always 
cid a time of day when the cattle had gone to 
water, 

Still, in spite of these slight difficulties, the work 
went merrily on, and some kites were flown tandem 
with dynamite attachments. The dynamite when 
exploded made a terrific noise in the air, which 
sounded much louder than when it was exploded on 
the ground. And noise was what was wanted. 

While some of the party were working at the bal-. 
loons, and some at the kites, others were scattered 
here and there engaged in exploding many heavy 
charges of rackarock powder and dynamite on the 
ground, and at times it sounded very like a real bat- 
tle, except that there was no rattle of small arms, or 
shouting or shrieking or tramping of heavy bodies of 
men and horse. It was & battle with the horrors 
and the dash and the excitement left out. 

And after the battle the weary workers, or fighters, : 
would struggle back to the ranch house, and there, 
thanks to the hospitality of Mr. Raunells, would sleep 
in ‘comfortable beds until a sharp crash overhead 
would giv them warning that the serial forces, which 
they had been bombarding all the evening, had un- 
limbered their batteries and were getting them into 
action. Then would come fiash after flash of vivid 
lightning which cast a white glare upon the prairies 
for miles around, crash after crash of thunder which 
made the explosions made by man seem puny and 
insignificant, and then the rain. 

How it would pour down upon the roof and beat 
at the windows and drive in at the open doorways as 


if in a frenzy of rage to get at the creatures who 


had disturbed it up aloft in the beautiful sky and 


brought it to earth to serve their ends! No wonder 


that General Dyrenforth, the arch rain-maker, rose 
as soon as the first faint lightening in the far east 
showed that day was nigh and blew shrill blasts of 
victory upon his silver bugle! No wonder that the 
weary scientists, who had been ridiculed and made 
sport of by fun-loving paragraphers until they 
dreaded the sight of a newspaper, smiled at each 
other in a drowsy, self-satisfied way, and, to the 
music of the rain and the roof, turned over for 
another nap! They had been told by Congress to 
go out into the arid wilderness and make rain, and 
they had done it. 

Mr. Powers, in his book upon this subject, give 


particular prominence to the significant fact that the 
battle of Buena Vista, during the Mexican war, was 
followed by three heavy showers, although it had 
not rained for several months before the battle, and 
there was rain for several months theresfter. 
battles which were fought during the Mexican wer 
during the dry season in that country were followed 
by heavy rains. In view of this fact and of the fact 


Many 


that in Chihuahua, Lerdo, and some other parts cf 


Mexico no rain has fallen for a year and the people 
there ara in great distress, it would seem that the 
experiments of General Dyrenforth would be watched 
closely by the Mexicans. That they are deeply 
interested in the experiments is shown by the state- 


ment made by the mayor of El Paso, when he 
invited General Dyrenforth to come to that ‘town 
and continue his experiments, that many Mexicsn 
officials and scientific men would be present to 
observe them. 

The experiments will certainly be continued in El 


Paso either by General Dyrenforth in person, or, if 
he is detained in Washington, by Mr. Ellis, who is 
fully competent to conduct them successfully. He 
has made an exhsustiv study of the subject and is 
a practical man as well ag a scientific one—a some- 


what rare combination. 

The experiments in El Paso will be on a grander 
soale than any yet attempted, and several new 
devices for causing explosions high in the air which 
hav been invented by Mr. Ellia will be used. The 
mayor has promised every facility for the prosecution 
of the work, and great efforts will be made to bav 
the first really public demonstration of the rain- 
makers’ power # tremendous success. Many other 
towns in Texas, Kansas, and the Dacotas hav invited 
the rain-makers to come and obscure the face of the 
sun for a while, but, owing to the smallness of this 
year's appropriations, if is doubtful if it will be pos- 
sible to go elsewhere after the El Paso demonstra- 
tion. Dynamite and powder and balloons and scien- 
tists sre expensiv luxuries and $9,000 does not go 
very far in procuring them. The letters from vari- 
ous towns and farming communities offer all sorts of 
inducements for the rain-makers to come to them. 
One pledges the nomination for the presidency to 
General Dyrenforth ; another promises s * barbecue 
dinner and a royal welcome ;" a third extends assur- 
ances of “unmeasured hospitality snd every facility 
for the work, as well as the distinguished considera- 
tion of your petitioners.” Many offer to pay all 
expenses and a big bonus if rain 18 produced. There 
is not the slightest doubt tbat the farmers of Texas 
and other Western states are extremely interested in 
what is being done, and more than one Congressman 
will go to Washington this winter with & rain-making 
bill in his pocket. 
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We hope our new friends who hav come to ur 
from Freethought are pleased with Taz Tore 


Bxxkxs. and that they will like it better and better a8 


they and it become better acquainted. Mr. Put- 
nam's poems of travel shine as brightly in our 
columns as in the more familiar pages of Free- 
thought, and correspondents on tbe Oosst hav s 
little more room than they. had. We expect soon to 
hear from George E. Macdonald, now rustling up in 
Washington, & spot made dangerous by militant 
opposition editors. He will tell us perhaps whether 
his loathsome contemporary bas allowed him to liv. 
From San Francisco we also hav letters from 
Mr. Browne giving the news from there, and else- 
where as he hears it. Liberals visiting San Francisco 
should drop in at 838 Howard street and see Mr. 
Browne. Wa hope our new friends like the pictures, 
too, and our correspondents. Mr. Heston isa genius 
with the pencil, and the writers for Taz TaurH 
Sxzxer are among the ablest in the field of Liberal- 
ism. And correspondents of Freethought are cor- 
dially invited to continue their contributions in Taz 
TaurH Szsxer. We shall do our best to please all 
our Liberal readers and displease the Obristian the- 
ologians by exposing their nmm of supernatural 
ehicanery. 


The World's Fair. 


The appearance before the World's Fair directors 
of the representativs of the Sabbath Union has 
stirred up the discussion of their object, and the 
result probably will be to make it easier for the other 
side to get a hearing. A mejority of the opinions 
expressed, aside from the regular orthodox journals, 
are against the Sabbath Union. On his way from 
Montana to New York Colonel Ingersoll stopped in 
Chicago and a reporter sought his views on the sub 
ject. The colonel said: 


„We want to destroy the American, Sunday. It is a pest 
and a nuisance and it must always be so. The Fair must be 
kept open on Bunday. To close it would show us to be merely 
provincial, not cosmopolitan. It would be too countrified, 
you know. l 

„Closing the Fair Sundays would be a sort of a gum- 
chewing policy. You wouldn't expect anything else from a 
lot of gum. chewing chaps, whose idea of Sunday is to sit 
around and get dysp: psia and wonder why God doesn’t damn 
them. That is their idea of a sacred day. 

„Why, man a sacred day is that on which somebody is 
made happy. If you want to make a day sacred make the 
people happy That can be done to a great extent by open 
ing the great Exposition on Sunday. If they want to make 
Sunday a day of rest and recreation 1 am with them. Iam 
against the Sunday policy which would close up tight every 
possible form of recreation for the people in the hope that 
this would drive them tochurch. They can’t get the people 
there any other way.” 

Referring to Dr. Patton's expression, 80 much the worse 
for the workingman” [if he could not find time to visit the 
Fair on a week-day], Colonel Ingersoll said: 


J agers of the enterprise. 


“Yes, that's like Patton—‘So much the worse for the 
workingman.’ Patton is a malicious donkey. That's 
about all—Patton is a malicious donkey. He says, 80 
much the worse for the workingman, but he does not say it 
of himself. Patton is president of Princeton College. He 
has a soft job and he wants to hold on to it. Patton gets a 
larger salary for a small caliber than any man in this country. 
He and the Sunday-closing crowd are a narrow-minded, 
ignorant set, who never felt & throb of that feeling that 
makes up the brotherhood of man. The Fair E be open 
on Bunday." 


Before the Obicago Secular Union on Sunday 
evening General Stiles gave the reason why the 
preachers want tbe Fair closed. “The fact of the 
matter is,” he said, “that the World's Fair and any 
other place of amusement on Sunday interferes with 
the preacher’s business, and that is his real reason 
for Sunday closing" After General Stiles's speech 
the Union adopted the following resolution: 


** Resolved, That the Secularists, in public meeting assem- 
bled, believing it to be to the interest of society that the 
World's Fair should be open on Sunday, and also believing 
that proper rest and recreation should be provided for em. 
ployees therein; therefore recommend that the World’s Fair 
shall be kept open on Sundays and that sufficient help shall 
be employed, that one-seventh of the number shall hav a 
holiday one day of the week, or that the hours of service 
be 80 divided between two different shifts that they be on 
duty say seven hours éach week-day and serve each half a 
day on Sunday, making for each shift an average working 
day of eight hours.” 

The New York Sun, considering the matter, die. 
closes plainly the grounds of the Sabbath Union's 
opposition to an open. Sunday. It says: 

“Fhe question whether the World's Fair at Chicago shall 
be opened on Sunday is making serious trouble for the man- 
They are asked to decide it asa 
question of moral and religious duty only, and not with 
reference to the pecuniary profits, of which the Exhibition 
will be in sore need. 

The prevailing sentiment of the Protestant churches, as 
expressed in the deliverances of their assemblies, conven- 
tions, and conferences, is undoubtedly opposed to the Bun. 
day opening. Delegations hav been appointed to proceed 
to Chicago to protest against it as a violation of the com- 
mandment of God, which would outrage Christian convic- 
tions and tend to increase the popular disregard for the 
Lord’s day. Religious papers are exhorting the managers to 
seek rather the approval of the almighty than the favor of 
men, and to show to.the whole world the depth and sincerity 
of their own piety and the piety of this country. When the 
Independent sought the views of bishops and leading clergy- 
men on the subject, the Protestants were almost unanimous 
in condemning the policy of Sunday opening, and some of 
the Roman Catholics also opposed it as a dangerous innova. 
tion. This feeling, too, seems to be growing under the 
stimulus of apparently concerted efforts for its cultivation, 
and from this time forward the managers of the Exhibition 
will feel its pressure steadily. 

tt Meantime, we do not hear of any organized movement on 
the other side. The only loud ‘appeals which they hear 
come from those who would shut the gates on the first day 
of the week without regard to pecuniary loss and without 
reference to the public convenience. It is God's will, cry 
the religious enemies of opening, and God must be obeyed. 
The spiritual gain of obedience, they declare, will far tran- 
scend in importance any material profit which disobedience 
wight bring in. 

„he addition to their expected functions which is thus 
imposed upon the Fair managers is of enormous weight. 
Besides locking after the secular interests of the Exhibition 
they are required to settle a controverted question as to the 
vroper observance of Sunday. They must mix up business 
and religion, theology and finance, when they are at their 
wita’ end to provide ways and means for carrying on the 
enterprise. Sunday opening would increase their receipts, 
and yet, much as they will need the money, they are called 
upon to giv it up asa tribute to the religious sentiment of 
the Union and as exemplars of Christian conduct end cham- 
pions of a theory of Sunday observance which is rejected by 
the great majority of the people of Christendom and of this 
country alse. If the question as to Sunday opening of the 
Fair were put to popular vote, undoubtedly it would be 
decided in the afirmativ, in a very emphatic way. If the 
gates are opened on Sunday more visitors will enter than 
on any other day of the week. Yet the managers are urged 
to shut them, as a religious duty overriding every consider. 
ation of profit or public convenience. The responsibility of 
honoring or dishonoring the commandment of God rests on 
their shoulders, sccording to the united declarations of Bap- 
tist, Metho^ist, and Presbyterian conventions. 

„The managers of the Chicago Fair are therefore in a 
situation fu) of difficulty and embarrassment. They are 
made the arbiters between two great parties in the religious 
world and between the majority of the public who want to en- 
joy Sunday 8s a day of leisure and a minority who would treat 
it as a fast day, on which all amusement is forbidden by 
divine command. When the same question came up here in 
the discussion as to the Sunday opening of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art it was decided contrary to the views of the 
Sabbatarians, and probably at Chicago they will be no more 
successful, for in principle the two cases are precisely alike. 
If it is allowable to visit a picture gallery on Sunday, it is 
proper to look at the collections of a World’s Fair.” 


That puts the matter clearly—shall a few religious 


conventions decide an important question for the 
great public, and that, too, in a manner contrary to 
the views of that publio? For the Sun is right in 
saying that if left to a vote of the people, the Fair 
would undoubtedly be kept open. The ease with 
which signatures to our petition against Sunday 
closing were obtained verifies this. 

It is altogether too bad, and a reproach to the 
only national Freethought organization, that no con- 
solidated opposition to the Sabbath Union has been 
made so that the world could hear of it. With pub- 
lic sentiment so largely on ita side the American 
Secular Union is missing the opportunity of its life. 

However, the matter will not be allowed to go by 
default. The Liberals of this country will be heard 
by the management of the Fair. 


To Clear a Clonded Memory. 

Mrs. Besant's explanation of her assertion that 
she had received messages similar to those which 
Madam Blavateky received is that she only desired 
to clear Madam Blavatsky's memory of the charge of 
fraud, it having been said that Madam Blavatsky 
herself wrote the letters which she claimed she 
received. Mrs. Besant says she does not want to 
deal with the question of the authenticity. of the 
letters. Were she to submit proofs “she would only 
meet the fate of Madam Blavatsky and be dubbed 
an impostor.” 

The motiv is a worthy one, becoming m the 
holder, but we fear the assertion will fail to 
receive the credence Mrs. Besant desires. As 
none know better than she, and as none in times 
past has more strenuously insisted, assertions of 
* supernormal” occurrences unaccompanied by proof 
sre of absolutely no value at all. The refusal to 
deal with the authenticity of the letters would, in 
any other case, render the asserter of the marvels 
open to cruel suspicions. Before Mrs. Besant be- 
came a Theosophist she would not hav accepted such 
evidence as sufficient to hang a dog. 

At the summit of Madam Blavatsky's career, when 
some portions of the world at least thought Theosc- 
phy worth investigating, Mr. Richard Hodgson went 
from England to India on behalf of the Society for 
Psychical Research, among whose vice-presidents 
were such famous Spiritualists as Professors Crookes 
and Wallace. He went to discover some occult 
phenomena, and was a very lenient judge, as he 
leaned toward cccultism. But after three months’ 
cloge investigation he was obliged to conclude that 
“the phenomena connected with the Theosophical 
Society were part of a huge frandulent system 
worked by Madam Blavatsky with the assistance of 
the Coulombs and several other confederates, and that 
not a single genuin phenomenon could be. fonnd 
among them all.” 

The object of this fraudulent system may be 
learned from the following letter written by Madam 
Blavatsky to Madam Coulomb from Poona, and 
ber, 1883: 

„Now, dear, let us change the subject. Whether some. 
thing succeeds or not, I must try. Jacob Sassoon, the happy 
proprietor of a crore of rupees, with whose family I dined 
last night, is anxious to become a Theosophist. He is ready 
to giv ten thousand rupees, to buy and repair the head- 
quarters, he said to Colonel (Ezekiel, his cousin, atranged 
all thie) if only he saw a little phenomenon, got the assurance 
that the Mahatmas could only hear what was said, or gave him 
some other signs of their ewistence(?//). Well, this letter will 
reach you by the 26th (Friday); will you go up to the shrine 
and ask K. H. (for Christofolo) to send me a telegram that 
would reach me about 4 or 5 in the afternoon, same day, ` 
worded thus: 

“Your conversation with Mr. Jacob Sassoon reached 
Master just now. Were the latter even to satisfy him, 


still the doubter would hardly find the moral. courage: to 
connect himself with the society. RAXMALINGA DEB)? 


“If this reaches me on the 26th, even in the evening, it 
will still produce a tremendous impression. Address, care 
of N. Kandalawala, Judge, Poona. JE FERAL LE RESTE. 
Cela coutera quatre ou cinq roupies. Cela ne fait rien. [I 
will do the rest. It will cost four or five rupees. That.is of 
no consequence. ] Yours truly, (Signed) H. P. B.“ 

It is fair to state that Madam Blavatsky denied 
writing this letter, but Mr. Hodgson's statements 
regarding it sweep away the denial, especially as a 
great many people in this country and elsewhere 
will bear witness that Madam Blavatsky never 
allowed a too strict regard for accuracy of statement 
to hinder an attainment of her object. Mr. Hodgson 
said : 

„The envelope which Madam Coulomb shows as belong. 
ing to this letter bears the postmarks Poona, October 24th, 
Madras, October 26th; 2d delivery, Adyar, October 26:h; 
(as to which Madam Blavatsky has written in the mar- 


of the Psychical Society therefore came to the 
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general rottenness of our post-office department. In 
the issue of August 15th Tax Trorm Seere pub- 
lished a letter from a subscriber which began, “I am 
almost afraid to inclose you these $3 for fear some 
of Mr. Wanamaker’s people will appropriate the 
same for their own necessities.” This letter is by no 
means unique. The fear it expresses has become 
well-nigh universal. 

Tse Truru Szexer was the first one to protest 
against such violations of personal rights and liber- 
ties in this country. Liberty abused is still better 
than the beat despotism, and an inspected mail-bag 
is a sign of the vilest despotism. Hneroachments 
upon the liberties of speech, of the press, and of the 
mails must be sturdily resisted. Without these 
liberties there is no liberty. 

———— —-— 2 — —— —— 
An Explanation Wanted. 


Matthew (i, 18) tells us that “when Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she 
was found with child of the Holy Ghost.” 

When Joseph and Mary went to the feast of the 
passover they missed Jesus for three days. He had 
run away. They finally found him disputing with 
the doctors. Mary reprosehed him, saying: “Son, 
why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father 
and I hav sought thee sorrowing.” 

Now, who knew best, Matthew or Mary, whose 
child Jesus waa? . 

But if Joseph was his father, the lack of divine 
parentage vitiates the whole Christian scheme. 

If the Holy Ghoat was his father, then he was not 
of the house of David, which again vitiates the 


scheme. 
The theologians will please explain. 
— A — ————À 
Editorial Notes. 

Ovr readers will be grieved to learn of the sudden death 
of Charles Edwards Rousseau, the writer of the article 
Homeless for a Week,” which appeared in this paper. 
Mr. Rousseau was only twenty-six years old, aud possessed 
exceptional ability, holding a lucrativ position of trust, 
and being highly regarded by his employers. 


Mz. T. V. Munson, a Freethinker of Texas, explains the 
sudden reduction of temperature around Denison as result- 
ing from the experiments of the rain-makers near Midland, 
in that state. He says there is usually a stratum of hot air 
over the earth in the summer, and above it another stratum of 
cool air. Anything that breaks up this order, such as a 
sudden and powerful concussion such. as produced by the 
ignition of explosivs at a proper elevation, will cause a 
downpour of the cold atmosphere, and a rapid condensation 
of moisture which falls in the form of rain very naturally 
follows. His idea is that such an explosion may possibly 
affect the atmosphere for a radius of hundreds of miles. It 
used to be thought that rain occurred when God opened the 
windows of heaven. If the scientific folks don't stop their 
discoveries and experiments some very valuable ideas of 


to the passages now marked as quotations. Who 
ean resist the conclusion of the Psychical Society's 
committee, that ‘The proof of a deliberate plagia- 
rism, aggravated by a fictitious defense, is therefore 
irresistible ? 

“ Koot Hoomi made another dreadful mistake in a 
letter to Mr. Hume with reference tos young man in 
his employment. After speaking of the young man’s 
‘inner soul-power and moral sense,’ the Mahatma 
continues : 

1 hav often watched that silent yet steady progress, 
and on that day when he was called to take note of the con- 
tents of your letter to Mr. Sinnett, concerning our humble 
selvs, and the conditions you imposed upon us—I hav myself 
léarned a lesson. A soul is being breathed into him, a new 
Spirit let in, and with every day he is advancirg towards a 
state of higher development. One fine morning the ‘Soul’ 
will find him ; but, unlike your English mystics across the 
great Sea, it will be under the guidance of the true living 
adept, not under the epasmcdic inspirations of his own 
untutored * Buddhi,’ known to you as the sixth principle of 
man.’ 

“Mr. Hume appends a note that at the very time 
this was written the good young man was system- 
atically cheating and swindling me by false contracts, 
besides directly embezzling my money.’ So much 
for the ‘learned spirit of human deslings’ of the 
great Mahatma, who is ‘able to read the hidden 
thoughts of others without first mesmerising them.’ 

“As for Koot Hoomi’s poor tricks—such as dis- 
integrating and reintegrating letters, saucers, and 
oigarets—they would be looked upon with con- 
tempt by any third-rate English conjuror; while his | 
‘astral appearance to the faithful at Madras is 
declared by the Coulombs to hav been operated by 
means of s dummy.” 

Keeping these disclosures in mind, Mra. Begant's 
endeavor to clear the clouded memory of Madam 
Blavatsky, unless accompanied by more solid proof 
than she is at present inclined to present, must 
result not in elevating the memory of the Russian 
adventuress but in dragging down tlie reputation of 
Englend’s ablest living daughter. It is sad to see 
so hazardous a cast as Mrs. Besant has made in this. 

— 2 1 — 
Postal Inquisition. 

‘A correspondent places the address of a letter on the 
back thereof, the writing being across the folded parts of 
the envelope. He suggests this plan as an effectiv method 
of preventing the illicit opening of letters by steaming, etc. 
For the intended purpose the suggestion seems to be a good 
one.—ASecientific American. 

** A better plan is one common in Germany, which is to 
use two closely fitting envelopes. The smaller envelope 
containing the letter is covered on both sides with mucilage 
and while wet inclosed inthe larger envelope. No steam- 
ing will ever serve to open a package thus inclosed without 
tearing the envelope in pieces."— The Rainbow. 


In European countries where the maintenance of 


gin of my copy of Madam Coulomb’s pamphlet: Can 
not the cover hav contained another letter? Funny evi- 
:dénce!') Madam Coulomb also shows in connection with 
this letter an official receipt for a telegram sent in the name 
-of Ramalinga Deb from the St. Thomé office, at Madras, to 
Madam Blavatsky at Poona, on October 26th, which con- 
tained the same number of words as the above.” 

Mr. Hodgson also sent to the committee of the 
Psychical Society the letters which Madam Oou- 
-lomb said were written to her by Madam Blavatsky 
and other letters which Madam. Blavateky acknowl- 

edged to be her own. The two parcels were sub- 
mitted to an expert in handwriting and also to one 
of the British Museum authorities. The two came 
independently to the conclusion that all the letters 
were written by Madam Blavatsky. The committee 


conclusion: 

(1) That of the letters put forward by Madam Coulomb, 
all those, at least, which thé Committee hav had the 
opportunity of themselvs examining, and of submitting to 
the Judgment of experts, are undoubtedly written by Madam 
' Blavatsky, and suffice to prove that she has been engaged in 

a long.continued combination with other persons to produce 
by ordinary means a series of apparent marvels for tke sup- 
: port of the Theosophic movement. 

%) That, in particular, the Shrine at Adyar, through 
which: letters purporting to come from Mahatmas were 
received, was elaborately arranged with a view to the secret 
insertion of letters and other objects through a sliding panel 
at the back, and regularly used for this purpose by Madam 

: Blavatsky or her agents. 

'* (8) That there is consequently a very atrong general 
presumption that all the marvelous varrativs put-forward as 
evidence of the existence and occult power of the Mahatmas 
are to be explained as due ‘either (a) to deliberate deception 
carried out by or at the instigation of Madam Blavatsky, or 

i (5) to’ spontaneous illusion, or hallucination, or unconscious 
E misrepresentation c or invention on the part of the witnesses. " 


Ol the Mahatmas, who, it was pretended, wrote 
dede letters, Koot Hoomi was the head. Two or 
three years ago, when Madam Blavatsky took up her 
residence i in London and converted Mrs. Besant, G. 
W. Foote, a somewhat hard-headed young man, 
Sooffed at the madam’ s claims, and she honored him 
with a. pamphlet reviling him and his notions. In 
reply he recalled to her memory the facts here given, 
and further added the details which the committee 
of the Psychical Society thought reflected somewhat 
on the truthfulness of Madam Blavatsky as to the 
doings of this Koot Hoomi. Mr. Foote says to 
Madan . Blavatsky: * The great Koot Hoomi's 
letters hav been declared to be in your own hand- 
writing. Farther, they betray your very tricks of 
style. Madam Blavatsky wrote, ‘Olcott says you 
Apeak very well English, and Koot Hoomi wrote, 
*one who understands tolerably well English. 
Here is & small list of their similarities of spelling: 


M Mapa BLAVATSKY. ins Koor Hoour. God will disappear. 

"yours, her's AO your's monarchical institutions depends upon the abject Tun New York Sun of the 11th instant printed this letter 

bell dispell, fulfill condition of the people, and s detectiv system is a on its editorial page: 

Bue i KU 4 pace necessary adjunct of government, and where there is} To raz EprroRor raz BUN Sir: In the Sun you aay you 

quarreling l quarreling no pretense that private correspondence is secure hay not heard or any organised opposition to closing the 
f F . Sue 3 i y uch opposition, however, exists, 

cooly (for coolly ) alloted from the meddlesome curiosity of police spies, many | and comes from the Freethinkera of the country. THE 

larzy, lazziness . in totio ingenious methods hav kesn devised to thwart TRnurn Seeger has in band a petition agninst such closing 

conscienciously = circumstancial inquisitivness and to prevent the gaining of any 1 piney. one | ie jie ade do Ole Eu MM 

defense nes] defense knowledge through violation of the sanctity of per- | of the Sabbath Union will be heard; the American Secular 


Union will utter its organized protest, and the militant colo- 
nel at the head of the Sabbath Union—who is on such flip- 
pantly familiar terms with Jesus and God—will find that 
there are other people in the country besides hypocrits and 
bigots. The World’s Fair has got to be opened on Sundays. 

“E.M. Maoponaxp, Editor TRUTR SEEKER. 

** No. 28 Lafayette place, New York, September 10th.” 
We hope that the Liberals all over the country will see to 
it that their local papers come out on the right side in this 
matter, or at least print letters on that side, and that such 
letters and all editorials favorable to Sunday opening be sent 
to the Secretary of the Directory of the, Columbian Exposi- 


tion, Chicago, Ill. 


Tur Prohibitionists of 8t. Lawrence county recently held 
a convention at Ogdensburg, this state, at which were passed 
the following resolutions: ** Resolved, That the question of 
how to deal with the rum traffic is the problem of the age, 
and that its solution isthe work upon the hands of the 
Prohibition party under God. Resolved, That the interests 
of our nation demand a faithful observance of the holy 
Sabbath and the enforcement of law touching the same, for 
the sake of the home and public safety.” In this assump- 
tion of a divine commission to abolish the liquor traffic lurks 
a very grave danger, says the American Sentinel. Nec- 
essarily, when men assume to act for God, tbey assume also 
to interpret the will of God; and in this the Prohibitionists 
are no exception. Demanding Prohibition for religious rea- 
sons, because intemperance is sin, and because it hinders re- 
ligious work, they necessarily stand committed to the suppres- 
sion of everything that in their view is morally wrong—that 
is, everything that is in violation of the divine law ; for it can 
not be denied that if it were the duty of the state to pro- 
hibit the liquor traffic because it is sin against God, it would 
be equally its duty to prohibit all sin. 


sonal lettera in the mails. It is not uncommon in 
Germany for the writer who wishes to prevent his 
letter from being tampered with to not only address 
his letter on the back as suggested by the Scientific 
American, but also to put the stamps across the 
seam on the back. German stamps, being printed in 
water colors, cannot bs soaked or steamed off with- 
out taking the color out of them. One way of 
ascertaining if a letter has been opened is to inclose 
in it & hair of certain color and length or other 
minute object agreed upon, which, escaping the 
notice of one not advised of its presence and on the 
watch for it, would be lost on opening the letter and 
80 missing when the letter reached the person 
entitled to it. The ways of writing blind letters by 
the use of sensitiv inks, by cleverly devised ciphers, 
and by writing between the lines are innumerable 
snd generally effectiv for their purpose. In Italy 
postal inquisition became so shameless that travelers 
were refused their letters on the ground that the 
office had not yet read them. 

But it is a new thing in this country for citizens 
to cast about and exercise their ingenuity in devising 
ways to defeat the prying impertinences of post-office 
inquisitors. The evil is upon us, however, and it 
seems to be increasing. The apprehension that 
letters are pried into, particularly in small country 
cffices, is very widespread, and seems justified by the 


* Koot Hoomi also spelt ‘ skepticism,’ an American 
fashion of spelling, which you might hav acquired in 
the land of the stars and stripes before your voysge 
to India. Finally, Koot Hoomi spelt ‘remarqued,’ 
a form of spelling easily fallen into by a Russian 
lady with a good command of French and an 

- imperfect command of English. 

It is also very singular, madam, that Koot Hoomi 
not only repeated your curiosities of spelling, and 
your very tricks of style, but actually repeated your 
crude. scientific blunders; writing of ‘a bacteria,’ 
and. confusing ‘carbonic’ with ‘carbolic’ acid. 
Still more singular is it, if possible, that Koot 
Hoomi’s: handwriting is remarkably like Madam 
Blavatsky's disguised, and that the experts declare 
his letters to be undoubtedly from your pen. 

n “Considering that Koot Hoomiis a wise man of the 
Hast, possessing supernormal wisdom and supernor- 
mal powers, it is astonishing that he should write to 
Mr. Sinnett from Thibet, in 1880, and giv as his 
own a long passage borrowed from a speech of Mr. 
H. Kiddle an American Spiritualist, which was 
reported in the Banner of Light two months before 
the date of Koot Hoomi's letter. Koot Hoomi’s 
explanation was shvfiling and preposterous; and, 
subsequently, Mr. Kiddle was able to show that 
Koot Hoomi’s amended letter still contained a 
number of unacknowledged borrowings, in addition 
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Leiters from friends. 


Letter from a D.D. 
Derero1t, Miom., Sept. 1, 1891. 
Mz. Error: In Tas TRUTH SEEKER of the 29th inst. is an 
article by C. C. Germann, A Scheme for Consideration," 
which shows clearly that not all are Liberal who 
lay claim to that title. Giv Mr. Germann the power 
of the Russian czar snd it is very evident that 
we would soon hear of h's getting a corner on the 
brimstone business to start up a hell of his own. If 
he had lived in Calvin’s time he could hav made himself 
very useful. A great pity he was born so late. He is a back 
number. Cart BTITz, D.D. 
P. S.—That D.D. stands for Dutch Dude. 


Explanation Wanted. 

RoonzsTER, N. Y., Sept. 7, 1891. 
Mr. Evrron: I hav formed a circle of twelve persons 
among my own friends for the purpose of investigating 80- 
called spirit phenomena. We are all skeptical and anxious 
to learn the truth. At our second meeting we saw a number 
of small, bright lights resembling, as nearly as I can de- 
scribe them, little stars. As the room was in total darkness 
at the time, we cannot account for them. At each meeting 
since we hav seen similar ones. And if any of your 
readers can enlighten us as to how. it can be explained by 

tclence, they will confer a favor on Yours for truth, 
i Gro. L. ANDRUS. 


A Liberator of Minds, 

MaxBzRT, Aug. 9, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: Please find $7 for two subscriptions for 
Tur TRUTH BERKER and two picture books of Bible Pict- 
ures when published. I hav taken Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
since about two weeks after D. M. Bennett's death, and hav 
got a number of subscribers, and hav had three Pictorial 
Text-Books,” which shows that I like Tak Tauro SRRKRR 
and pictures. I am a great admirer of John Peck; Heston, 
and Ingersoll. My favorit pictures in the Pictorial Text- 
Book” are the Contrast? and The Creedal Fiddle.” I 
ean get three subscribers for Taz TRUTH SERKER among the 

Spiritualists to one of any other class. E. E. MATTESON. 


A Friend of the Deserving. 
BALEM, Sept. 3, 1891. 

Mr. Eprron: I read the letter in which James Yates, from 
poverty, resigns THE TRUTH SEEKER, in the issue of 
Aug 29, 1891, and it struck a soft spot in my humanity. 
Salem and Washingtonville are but five miles apart, and yet 
Mr. Yates ig an entire stranger to me. But I happened to 
meet a brother miner of his the other day in Salem, and I 
made inquiry of this man as to Mr. Yates’s good character, 
which proved satisfactory to me. Mr. Yates says he is sixty- 
five years of age, and I am in my seventy-fifth year. Bo 
thereis no knowing which one of us will be laid away in 
mother earth first. It is very uncertain, for I had a loud call 
last winter for that place, but I am better now. Well, to 
settle ** what is to be done with the above case,” and to help 
Mr. Yates and Taz TRUTRH BERKER a little. Please find 
inclosed $3 25—one year's subscription for Mr. Yates and 
25 cents for Ingersoll on Shakspere. Now, if Mr. Yates 
and I liv till Sept. 8, 1892, and hav moderate good health, 
his case will be remembered. Respectfully yours, 

Simon SHARP. 


Demands Natural Opportunities, 
New Lokk, N. Y., Sept. 1, 1891. 

Mr. Enprrog: If Mr. Darrow will read Progress and 
Poverty? he will find that he is much mistaken on The 
Single Tax Question.” In the first place, single taxers do 
not want land, but the rental value of land for public uses. 
And if be wi think over this matter for a few moments he 
will see that this must relieve the farmer, as his taxes are 
levied mainly on improvements. The single tax would re 
lieve him of assessments on these improvements, and make 
‘him pay no more than the speculator who held a similar 
piece of land idle. He will also find out that natural oppor 
tunities do not include ‘‘ houses already built and fur 
nished by other people,” but mean the land, the air, the 
mines, the sunshine, or, in plain English, mean certain loca- 
tions made valuable by the presence of nature’s forces or the 
people. He will also learn that his silly objections hav been 
answered thousands of times in single-tax papers, and are to 
most of us as big a ‘‘ chestnut” as the Lord's Prayer. 

Very respectfully, an admirer and reader of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, . DANIEL CAVANAGH. 

Considerations on Freethought Publishing. 
MONUMENT, ORE., Aug. 20, 291 R. 8. 

Mz. Eprrog: You need one million dollars more in your 
business to secure for the people the news of the world by 
telegraph. You appear to me obedient to our country’s laws, 
advocating and sgitating repeal of all laws and customs that 
bar the road to human progress and happiness. Keep on in 

this path. It isa winning card. And you can do no more 
good for the people while free than you could within the 
prison walls crying for liberty. The people are neither 
worth nor benefited by human sacrifice, but they need and 
are entitled to education and knowledge that help them to 
help themselvs. 

Now, my friend, remember that the people are like the 
reporter, they want to know everything. I pay for THE 
TRUTH BzzxzB, the Invest gator, and two state papers. One 
paper of the price of all would be cheaper, with less corre- 
spondence and less annoyance at having to read and pay 
twice over for Freethought correspondence in both papers 


alike, which would not occur in a well-regulated business 


physiological work? I want to sell a few books. 
of going to New York and Brooklyn in September, and 
want to visit some mediums there and hope you uns” will 
feel enough interest in my reports thereof to induce you to 
help me to do 80 by ordering a book or two—any that you 
Bee advertised in our papers, or any other good book you 
may want. 
find no medium here and no prominent believer in the ism. 
But my brother-in-law, Mr. Phillips, with whom I am stay- 
ing, is à strong Spiritualist and assures me there are a great 
.many believers here, but the unpopularity of the belief 
causes them to keep quiet. 


your home. 
stranded, but faith sails on. 
death, which is only another name for life, would be to 
fathom eternity. Who has traced the boundaries of the 
shores of death ? 


to haunt us, no ghosts to play upon our imaginations. 


friend would go mad. 


future? 


made no converts, and left the field to the enemy. 


partnership. Let the Freethought publishers unite and start 


a paper teeming with science, philosophy, and true Amer- 


-| ieanigm, and the telegraphic dispatches, with correspond- 
ence like our Freethought writers, without any silly trash 
called story, that the leading papers fool the people with. 
Buch stuff prevents their progressing. — 


Henry Burstow. 


A Spiritualistie Investigation Proposed. 
Bun's Day, Aug. 28, 291. 
Dzar FRIENDS: Do you not want some good Liberal or 
I think 


Although I liv in "the big city of Pokeepsie I 


By the way, wil some one tell me if Emma Abbott can 


lift a cow, & horse, or an elephant with the same ease she 
can human flesh ? 


Fishkill-on-Hudson, N. Y., will be:my adáreis for six 


weeks yet, but Snowville, Va., will always reach me. 


ELMImA D. SLENKRR. 


Death and Life. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA., Sept. 1, 1891. 
MR. Eprrog: Following is a letter written to a friend 


whose only son, a young man of seventeen, was drowned. 
As Mr. Longford, Dr. Rhodes, and many other friends, hav 
asked me for a copy of the letter, I send it to you for publi- 
cation. 


Dr. CooRRAN. 

My Dear Sir + What a silence, what a mystery, shrouds 
In the sea of death the ship of reason is 
To fathom the mystery of 


If death is an eternal sleep, it will be a long one. No God 

Remember this always, nothing can ever die. Your dear 
son is not in the grave, but somewhere near you In what 
form I do not know, but he is not in the Christian heaven, 


nor in the arms of their God. He has gone out into the 
fields of Mother Nature, where it is to be hoped the Gods hav 
no resting- place. 


I know of nothing so destructiv to human happiness as a 
It is 80 piti- 


he-God. 


What a dungeon is the chamber of death! 


less. It puts a problem before us that has never been solved. 
It stabs the innocent heart, and burns as straw all the dear 
uniting strands which the earth-life has woven between us 
and our lost. 


Why this cruelty? Why does this mystery place its icy 
hand upon our aching hearts, already so nearly paralyzed 
with the coldness of fear and doubt? 

Were it not for faith and hope, we who hay lost an angelic 
On the pillara of faith and hope rests 
the bridge that spans the dark gulf which separates the past 
and the future eternities. Or, I should say, which seems to 


separate, for ignorance alone makes all divisions and separa- 


tions in nature, and has invented all the Gods and all the 
devils. But away above all this livs our blessed Mother 
Nature; into her arms we can trustingly fall. Knowing that 
she has carried us safely throvgh the eternities of the past, 
can we not trust her to take us through the eternities of the 
Your brother in Nature, Dr. CooHRAN. 


Wanted, Crescent City Liberals. 
New Organs, La., Aug. 27, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror : Iam a stranger in New Orleans, and regret 


| to find no eviderce of the existence of a branch of the Amer- 
ican Secular Union or any Freethought center in that city. 


It must be a profitable field for Freethought labor, as the 
Moody and Sankey minstrel troupe, after a long struggle 
with the legions of the devil, departed in sorrow, having 
The 
Rev. (?) Sam Jones, of Texas, after a determined siege, 
packed his grip and left for parts unknown, observing that 


New Orleans was the toughest place he had struck yet.” 


If Christian humbug and Christian blackguardism fail to 
produce any effect, would it not seem that New Orleans 
contains good soil in which the seeds of Freethought could 
germinate? The Roman Catholic church is very strong here, 
but there are a very large number of people who are in- 
different to all forms of creed, and who only need some en- 
couragement to become good Liberal thinkers. If we could 
get one of the lecturers of the American Secular Union down 
bere, I think he would do good work, and if a branch of the 
Union could be formed it would be a most useful head- 
quarters for the exchange of ideas among the activ workers 
for the cause. Iam anxious to become a member if such a 
branch can be formed, and should this letter fall under the 
notice of any New Orleans Liberals, I trust they will repiy 
in this column (with your permission) and that erelong 
the banner of Liberal thought will be floating in this city 
with a strong band of defenders around it. 

If I may be permitted a suggestion,I think it would be 
a good idea if you published in every number of Tag TRUTH 
BERKEE some of the rules of the Union with regard to applica- 
tion for membership, fees, etc., as I know several people who 
are, I feel sure, only deterred from joining it by their iguo- 
rance on these points, and I expect it is the same all over the 
country. 

With the best wishes for yourself, Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
and the truth, believe me, 

Yours in the cause, 


Rost. Fremine JONES. 


Is Going to Make a Ladder and Practice Climbing. 
PLAINVIILR, Qa., Aug. 24, 1891. 


Mx. Eprrom: Send me one of the TRUTH SEEKER 


sider a pressing and momentous question. ` 
we will lose the last vestige of freedom? This man Tyner 
has proved himself to be a bigoted partisan without the'first 
quality of an impartial jurist. It is high time that he should 


Armanaos. I am a poor man—a mechanic. by trade, and 
my customers work me very. hard, .but. all my 
spare moments I giv to Freethought. communications. 
Often, when Iam at my work-bench, my Christian. friends 
get talking about their Christ, and all about the Holy. Ghost, 
and all about their preachers, and they tell what they. know 
about God; what he did to.save the world from. sin. If 
could believe all I hear about the way to get up there, f 


| would make myself a ladder and practice climbing before I 


get too old. But as I hear of so many ways, I intend to wait 
awhile—as I don’t like to climb—and see if their Christ won't 
raise mé up at the last day with them. A friend told me the 
other day that the devil was sure to get me. I asked him 
how he knew, and he said God said so. I asked him if God 
told him so. „ Yes," was his answer. `: So, as I had found 
the man that I had longed to see, I quit my work for a few 
minutes to talk with him, as I wished to compare myself 
with him. I asked him many more questions in regard to 
his past ups and downs, and concerning his foreknowledge, 
and so on. At last he said I was as good as he was as far as 
man’s principles are concerned. But he said lie had been 
born of water and. the Holy Ghost, and he would be:saved 
and I would be lost. He said the cross was heavy. The 
burden was 80 heavy, at times, he could hardly pick it up. 
I told him that I understood God to tell me that his yoke was 
easy and his burden was light. 

Ilike Tug TRUTH SEEKER. I can truthfully say ‘that. I 
indorse the Nine Demands. I am talking to the Christian 
brothers about them. Almost everyone tells me that six or 
seven of them will do, but the rest of them they cannot sup- 
port, for the Christian institutions are ordained: of God and 
cannot be broken. 

Elease tell the brother Editors of. many- other: ‘Freethought 
papers that I giv them many thanks for the sample copies 
of their papers and tracts, which Ihand around wherever I 
think they will leave their pint: I wish Icould help you 
all. A. JS, ABLES.: 


This Would Make the Bible a Nice “ Little » Book. 
Sr. ELMO, TENN., Bepi. 2, 1891. 

Mr. Erro: I inclose a copy of a letter on what I con- 

How long before 


step down and giv place to some other man. that has some 
remote conception of, what constitutes decency. Those 


obnoxious post- office laws ought to be repealed, ‘expecially 


the obscenity and lottery clauses." I never bought a lottery 
ticket and probably never will. But iI choose to it’ is 
nobody’s business but my own. Pretty soon ‘business: men 
will not be allowed to order whisky, by mail; a MUR 


Br. Ermo, TENN., May 16, me. 
James N. TYNER, Asst. Atiy por ao Washington, D.C., 
Dear Sir: I hav. Just read your decision in the case of B. C. 


Murray concerning the mailing of the Bible; and to say that 
Iam surprised beyond measure is putting it very "tamely. 
You decide that there is nothing indecent in thè: Bible. 


Nothing indecent in a book giving full and explicit direc- 
tions to a young man how he can commit a raps ona young 
ladv, and that young lady his own sister! ^ ` 

Nothing indecent in a book giving young ladies full and 
explicit directions how to commit incest with their own 
father, and in consequence be blessed above: their: com- 
panions! 

Nothing indecent in a book that tells of a man who. put 
away his wife because she was a decent woman, and then 
committed lewdness with more than a thousand of the most 
beautiful young ladies in the country, to see which would 
afford him the greatest amount of sexual pleasure! ` 

Nothing indecent in a book that recommends the stripping 
naked of a beautiful young lady and placing her on ‘the 
body of a dying old man, to giv the old man a revival’ of 
warmth! 

In the name of all the gods, if these things. are not inde. 
cent, vulgar, and obscene, pray tell us what is. : 

If a book containing those vile things and a thoüs&nd 
more as dirty, nasty, and filthy is not to be denied carriage 
by mail, what in the name of sense and reason can exclude 
any others ? 

In the case of the fishery dispute between’ ‘England and 
the United States, suppose President Harrison: was to cross 
the ocean and gain personal audience with Queen Victoria, 
and use the language to her that David used in his confab 


-with Abigail (see 1 Sam. xxv, 22), would anybody consider 


that decent?“ 

If the churches will flay the Bible of its filth—eviscerate 
it of its nastiness—and castrate it of its barbarous: brutality, 
it will be quite a nice little book. But until that is done, the 
fewer other books are excluded from the mails the bettér. 

Yours for purity and decency, L. L. . 


Lying Spirits. 
RoOHESTER, N. Y., Aug. 23, 1891. 

Mz. EDrrok: In reading this week's issue of TRR TRUTH 
SEEKER I was struck with the article, ** Lying Spirits and 
Spiritualism.“ 

Now, even supposing there to be anything in me spirit 
business, those who knew the late Charles Bradlaugh best in 
his lifetime will know that the man who in 1881 was thrust.out 
of the English House of Commons with disheveled hair and 
torn coat, who suffered all the ignominies that Christian 
England dared insult him with, and yet through it all stuck 
fast to his convictions, would not be the man in spirit-land to 
recant ‘his life-long utterances.” But I should like -to 
know through your valuable paper why Freethinkers should 
or could be believers in Spiritualism. I hav been for years a 
Freethinker from conviction. When I threw up the religion 
that had been crammed down my throat when a boy, I 
threw up superstition in every form, and to-day, after suffer. 
ing more than once for my opinions, I do not see how I 
could be a Spiritualist any more than I could be a Christian. 
Spiritualism is just one of the coats that the Ohristian wolf 
can wearat leisure. If we as Freethinkers are to attack the 
priest’s stronghold, superstition, let us show the world we 
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nav something better to giv (and surely belief in Spiritualism 
is not better) Let us show our fellow-workmen we are 
above doing a mean action. Let us possess some of the 
spirit of the late O. Bradlaugh. We hav some great, good 
men who hav gone and left their mantle” behind—C. Brad- 
laugh, Thos.’ Paine, Gambetta, Shelley, Volney, Voltaire 
(and. our own Ingersoll, who is with us yet). Spiritualism 
never troubled them. They left that sort of trash to the people 
who hav the audacity to tell you that the Bible. is true. that 
itis the work of a just and benevolent God. I say these are 
the lying spirits. Let any Freethinker who has the least touch 
of Spiritualism on his brain put a cold wet cloth round his 
forehead and study Paine's Age of Reason.” I dare take 
that for my Bible on my death-bed. I know that were I to 


‘prevent: anyone the right of enjoying their own opinion I 


should be making a slave of myself. But how can we com- 


bat superstition and hug it to our hearts at the same time? 


I might as well go to a priest or parson and say, The relig. 
ion you preach is all rot, but -I believe it all the same.” 
Rather let us mix with Christians with the “Age of Reason” 
in one hand ànd the Bible in the other and tell them we hav 
emerged from the darkness of the latter into the marvelous 
light‘of the former. Do not let us. be bigoted in our belief. 
but in a gentle yet firm manner point out the impossibility 


of a-virgin:conceiving, of a just and merciful God being the 
author of rapin, murder, avd robbery; that the authors of 
the-trash were lying spirits; that the people who preach it 
to-day do it for the almighty dollar, and that three parts of 
the people who hear these lying spirits would not believe 
them only they get so many threatenings of the brimstone 
business that they get scared. I am not a Freethinker be- 
Vale some one else was. I am a Freethinker because I can 
“got help it and not be a hypocrit. I am honest in my con- 
"victiona; and if I am to get damned for it I shall still hav the 
pleasure of ‘knowing that I was sincere, that I obeyed the 
‘dictates of my conscience. Brothers and sisters, let there 
‘be no lying spirits amongst us. Let us be earnest. Let us 


all be Bradlavghs.: 5 
s "Yours for freedom from bogieism 

„Heaven Authoritativly Described, 
sg scs RockEORD, WasH., Aug. 29, 1891. 
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Gzorex HENRY. 


Erro: Inclosed find $8 for your grand paper. I 
cannot do without it so-long as I hav a cent to send. In 
this place weshav two churches and a baseball club, and the 
boys used to play on Sunday, but some time ago it came to 

ed, collision with one of the church-members and baseball 


to the most wild-eyed granger who eagerly pockets his free 
railroad pass, their whole study is how to reap some material 


advantage ; 


Mr. Mitchell’s sermon will do much good, for we can now 
see how much more inducement there is to go to heaven 
thai we formerly imagined. 


News from a Co-operatiy Colony. 

LA Loera SINALOA, MEX., Aug. 2, E M. 291. 
. Mr. Eprron: Since the publication of my last letter in 
Tue TRUTH SgEKER of July 4th, over a score of your readers 
hav written asking various questions which I will try and 
answer with your permission. : 

But first I wish to say, I believe J. Christ is on earth for 
a fact and he is down here in Mexico. At : ny rate, Isaw a 
fellow on an ass with a scourge made of small cords. He 
wore a seamless jacket, and parted his hair in the middle 
like a fool. He had a ffock of sheep and goats, but had not 
got them divided when 1 saw him. 

Fifty odd people hav come here and joined us since I last 
wrote. Two, at least, went away badly dissatisfied. They 
came here about two months ago and cursed and damned 
everything here, except the mescal; that they pronounced 
far better than whisky. There are twenty men in our mess 
and one is a Nimrod, who beforetime was known as James 
Tanon. His brother I call Ramrod; They are both mighty 
hunters. Venison, wild hog, and other game hav been 
brought in by them for our table many times. A turtle was 
brought in not long ago. It was caught at the bay. It 
supplied the camp, which is over two hundred. The river 
was very low up to six weeks ago, from one to two feet 
deep and fifty feet wide. This was said to be the lowest it 
was ever seen, except once a long time ago. Our whole 
dependence is on this river and on this ditch. When I saw 
the river run so low I began to lose hope, but in & few days 
and without a drop of rain here where we are the river rose 
seven. or eight feet and stands at that now, so I hav no fear 
about the matter. To the various ones asking where they 
can get the best information concerning this place I will say, 
get Integral Coóperation No. 2: Homes and How to 


Credit Foncier Company, 82 Nassau street, New York. 


intending coming here 


starting big jobs with little means. 
twelve hundred miles long when completed. 


they do not receive some encouragement. 


Obtain Them ;” these can be had by sending to the 


We hav a paper printed here at $1. Three parties will 
leave Enterprise, Kan., this fall for this place, and parties 
should’ write to that office. 
,Work on the railroad has begun, and whether the people 
here ever succeed or not they will beat the world for 
This road .will be 
They are 


day work. Keep holy the Sabbath day.” They cannot 
stand up in the pulpit and exhort and supplicate and piously 
petition God to **temper the wind to the shorn lamb” if 
It is impossible 
to expect them to stand-in those poorly ventilated churches 
suffocating, and at the same time telling their listeners that 
the World's Fair must be closed on Sunday, and that it is a 
horrible sin for scientific men to force rain out of the grasp 
of God in Texas and restore to the ranchmen the products 
of their labor, and ridiculing our councilmen for not passing 
laws closing business places on Sunday—it is impossible to 
expect them to do this without pay. In short, they must be 
remunerated or good efforts cannot be made in the direction 
of saving souls, to the extent of preaching two sermons © 
every Sunday. ‘‘Keep holy the Sabbath day." This Sun, 
day work must be put down, and if itis put down your 
congregations must pay for it, or our holy institution must 
inevitably pass away. into oblivion. I notice that the busi- 
ness men of this village, the very men on whom the prosper- 
ity of the village is dependent, do not interfere in the affairs 
of the church and ask them to stop their preaching and 
working on Sunday, but mind their own affairs, and are 
still giving to the ministers the same Opportunity they ask 
for themselvs. : 


I often wondered if that bigoted spirit would ever soften 
itself toward honest men and the pioneers of all good move- 
ments for the benefit of the human race. I notice the same 
spirit of persecution still lingers in the bosom of the church 
that burnt Bruno at the stake in Rome, for simply believing 
in eternal extinction after death. That called Columbus a 
fool for thinking that if he had a smal! fleet and sailed 


toward the setting sun he would discover another world. 


That burnt Servetus at the stake in Geneva for believing in 
réligious toleration and the innocence of honest error. That 
put that great and glorious gentleman Galileo in the Inquisi- 
tion for teaching that the earth was round or nearly so, that 
it revolved on its axis once in twenty-four hours and that 
it swung completely around the sun once in three hundred 
and sixty-five days. For entertaining these now undisputed 
facts he was made by the Inquisitors to place his hands on 


the Bible and say he was wrong. But in the presence of the 


torturing irons he said. It is nevertheless true.“ How 
noble! The church was perhaps right in its time. But that 
time was Tar removed from the present. In the dim long 
ago, when she was assisted by miracles, the Holy Ghost, and 
Professor Christ, she made some smal] impression on igno. 
rant and weak humanity. Let me tell the church that since 
man by liis own careful study of the sciences educated him. 


boys, and it al&o came to a suit between the parties. The boys 
would nof quit playing ball-on Sunday and the orthodox 
Christians would stop them for the sake of God. The case 
turned out in favor of the boys, and this Christian had to 
pay for his work for God $108 25. Here isa good instance 
of what religion can bring a man to. It would hav been a 
good deal better policy to use $108 25 in something useful 
on earth, than to spend it on God for God’s sake. If God 
"will do justice he has an opportunity now, in paying the cost 
ot the case, but às he has not done so yet, I am in doubt he 
will do jt. Perhaps he will, in the next world—I cannot say. 
= "Thava clip from the Minneapolis Evening Tribune, where 
Rev. Edward Mitchell, of St. Paul. speaks about heaven. 
He. says nothing about Infidels, but as I think Infidels like to 
"know how good Christians hav it there, I hope Taz TRUTH 


1 Wish that all good, thinking men and women will stand 


up for the right and truth when itis trampled on. We hav 


talking of laying thirty miles of track soon. Albert K 
Owen is here. We all went out to the corral and sat down 
on the feed-boxes while he talked to us. The ladies were 
seated on chairs and benches. Mr. O wen, dressed in hip 
pants and shirt with the sleeve up to the elbows, talked for 
& while, and then invited anyone that chose to ask any 
question they liked. He answered their questions with 
satisfaction to nearly al. School is going on here for the 
benefit of the children living at the ditch camp. On the 8d 
of June it was my luck to fall backward head.foremost 
down & well thirty.five feet. I.do not remember falling or 
‘being taken out, but I do remember being well cared for 
| when I got my senses. Iam as well as ever to-day. The 
whole camp came to see me as I lay stretched on my back, 
but no ore mentioned Jesus or God to me. In fact, I beheve 
most of the people here hav forgotten there ever was such a 
fellow. I think about four months more will see the ditch 


self and inaugurated a system for the following generations, 
it is not to his interest to support churches and keep minis. 
ters in idleness. And also let me tell her, as soon as man 
loses his superstition and ceases to contribute to the support 
of these idle vagabonds she will become obsolete and pass 
into that sepulcher called the past along with the balance of 
her rubbish and mythological absurdities. It is only a beg- 
garly institution and livs on what it can crave from the poor 
underpaid millions in all countries. I am amazed to think 
that she is not. holding her own when I consider her experi- 
ence of eighteen hundred years, and added to this the super- 
intendence of God and his first assistant the Holy Ghost, and 
also that the merciful Christ has been feeding the followers of 
his lamb on his own body and blood—very nutritious food 
and invigorating drink this. But alas, we must lose our 
superstition after all our efforts to nourish and foster this huge 
monster whoge now moldy walls were once erected on blood. 


ure. | Yours for mental liberty, Marrm Grav. 


The Rev. Edward ©. Mitchell, of Bt. Paul, yesterday 
reache Whi in ** Heaven,” 
“he said, *'mustbe full of activity, but it must be activity 
which accomplishes something useful to men. In the first 
in heaven (angels) must be associated in an 
they are nota „ there 
; will be. tion for many wise angels in classifying an 

ning dose who In heaven, as 


“preached en What Angels Do in Heaven." 


place, men 
orderly: way; 


arranging those who come into the heavens. 
“everywhere else where a number of men come together, 
some must be leaders or rulers; 
position in the various grades and degrees of heavenly life. 

any. must be engaged in teaching those who are less wise. 


There will be many books and writings which will engage 
j Y I Many cases are given in the 


the attention of the angels. e 
'geriptures. in. which books were seen in the spiritu 
world," etc., etc. 

Where the Rev. 


Mr. Mitchell gets his information we will 


'Anduire. He, no doubt, knows: just as much about 
bony any of the other preachers and teachers. If his 


view is correct -it settles the oft-mooted question as to 
whether newspaper men will go to heaven. If they hav 
books in heaven, they must also hav newspapers, and to get 
out such newspapers as will be needed by the higher intelli- 
gence. prevailing there they must hav the best trained jour. 
nalists. The newspaper scoop will also be a feature of 
heaveil, as it is to Be a place of intense activity, and that be- 
ing the case the Heening Tribune will of course be In it.” 
It will make a practice of scooping all its contemporaries 
there as here. Mr. Mitchell also provides a place and occu- 
pation for the preachers and teachers ; but he leaves it some- 
what in doubt as to whether there will be anything for the 
lawyers to do. It is possible that some of the best of them 
will be admitted, but it looks as if their occupation will be 
one, as everybody will be too good-natured to indulge in 
awsuits. Perhaps something else will be found for them to 
do. But we may rest quite certain that there will be no 
place and no occupation for the Minnesota legislature, be- 
cause the preacher tells us that the activity there must be a 
species of activity ‘ which accomplishes something useful to 
men,” and it is perfectly patent that the legislature has not 
and will not accomplish anything either useful to men or 
angels. He also tells us that ag angels are men with spir- 
itual bodies they wil! need all the employment and activities 
which men on earth need except those which relate to 
merely physical things.” All the doings of the Minnesota 
. legislature so far are purely of the earth earthy. ‘heir aims 
and the subjects of their debstes and leg'slation are purely 
physical. From Igratius Donnelly, who spends most of his 
time in looking for $10 a day clerkships for his sons, down 


nothing else to liv for. All our life in hypocrisy is a fail. 


some must hav official 


completed. 


down from my ridge pole. 
about a foot long. They are not poisonous. 
heard of anybody dying from the bite or sting of anything 
here. There are no flies or musketoes or other insects. 
How it will be later on I cannot say. We hav just had two 
Bbowers and itis my opinion that plenty of rain would make 
plenty of insects. I read an article in one of the Northern 
papers about the starving colonists. I want to say it is a 
lie. There is no one starving or hungry here. 


coming here he had better make up his mind to liv a 
correct life as near as he can. A. BUTTERFIELD, 


An All-Round Lashing of the Divine Donkeys. 
Braprorp, Pa., Sept. 5, 1891. 

Mz. Eprron: Our village has for a period of fifteen years 
enjoyed to the full the benefits of our most holy religion. It 
is situated in one of the most prosperous oil-fields in this 
part of the state; of course the people residing bere as a 
general thing hav accumulated some small fortunes, and as 
is the case in most villages of its kind its citizens hav been 
very liberal in contributing toward churches. Of late there 
seems to be a kind of a heresy springing up amongst certain 
of the people, and the ministers are coming to understand, 
from a falling off of their patronage on Sunday, that some 
evil influence is spreading over their congregations, and are 
taking measures to tell us through the columns of one of our 
daily papers. This is brought about by business falling off 
in the production of oil. The producers as a consequence 
are running short of money. The laborer is, as another 
consequence, allowing the contribution-box to pass without 
dropping anything into it, digressing a little from the usual 
course on Sunday. This won't do; it won't meet the hearty 
approbation of the ministers. If the congregation want 
their weary souls prayed for they must of necessity come 
down with cash. The ministers must be paid for their Sun- 


Last Sunday while lying on a matin my house 
studying Spanish I felt something move under me and on 
looking I found a six-foot rattlesnake which I killed. We 
killed two lizards between three and four feet long, and 
while I write I can count a dozen smaller ones looking 
I call them small—they are 
I hav never. 


While I 
believe in integral ccóperation I would not write lies to 
entice people here. I positivly know of some who hav been 
refused to come here because they were believed to be 
immoral, and I believe that if any Freethinker thinks of 


fear his heil. 


An incident occurred to me the other day that I must tell. 
It gave some good chances to giv one of the churches a few 
words of advice. We stopped at Ridgway, a small station 
on the line of the Baltimore, Reading & Pennsylvania rail. 
road, for orders. When J alighted on the platform from out 
of the engin cab a young gentleman accosted me and handed 
me & book in a very polite manner. I perceived as soon as I 
had the book in my hand his intention. I opened it. I 
read, Miss , collecting for a gold watch for the bene- 
fit of the Catholic church.” My good friend,” said I, I 
‘am powerless to giv you any aid.” Said he, Oh, I've got 
all of the other gentlemen’s names for a dollar and would 
like to hav yours for some small amount. Anything you 
can giv will be appreciated, I assure you, very much.” I~ 
did not hav much time to tarry, so said I: “I think, young 
man, you are looking for aid from the wrong source. Do 
you church people still contend that your God made the 
world in six days out of nothing?” To which he answered 
that they do. Then,” said I, you should ask your God 
to make you a church out of the same material, and if he is 
interested in your good Christian work and wauts your wor- 
ship I am of the opinion that he will accede to your de. 
mands.” This put him ina fit of Christian hatred, and I bid 
him good-day, got my orders, and passed on. 

This church business is getting monotonous. The time- 
worn and priestly chants are not in keeping with the age. 
What the heart and brain of the nineteenth century demand 
is something more elevating—a system of humanity, giving 
to man, woman, and child equal privileges in reading, think- 
ing, writing, and worshiping or not worshiping as they see 
fit. I hav more confidence in the philosophy of the pres- 
ent than in the mythology of the past, more reliance on 
Humboldt than on Moses, and I take for my standard of lit. 
erature, Shakspere. This arsenal of thought, this variety of 
intellectual ideas, is good enough Bible for me. Looking 
down through the long vistas of the past upon the maimed 
and wounded, the deaf and dumb, the fool and cripple, I am 
shocked to think it is the work of any God. How could the 
devil do worse? For this God of misery creating cruelty I 
hav only hatred and contempt. Inéither ask his heaven nor 
I hate, abhor, loathe, and execrate him, and 
when I worship it will be the comforts of this life. 

E i Jas. SPELLEN, 
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Children’s Corner. 


Hdited by Miss Susan H. Wrron, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
his Oorner shouid be sent. 


ever seen—they dug and hauled, and at last 
they actually got the huge stem turned over 
on its side, so that the whole tough network 
of roots stood straight up in the air. 

The small boys wearied of digging. canals 
between the water-holes. Look at that 
great big crow over there,” said-one of them. - 

They armed themselvs with a stone in each 
hand and came sneaking forward behind the 
hummocks. 

The raven saw them quite well. But that 
was not the worst thing it saw. 

Not even out on the morass was antiquity 
to be left in peace. He had now seen that 
even the gray tree-roots, older than the oldest 
raven, and finely inwoven into the deep bot- 
tomless morass—that they even. bad to yield 
before the sharp axes. HE 

And when the boys:got: 80. near that they 
were on the point of opening fire he raised 
his heavy wings and soared sloft. . 

But as soon he rose into the air and looked 
down upon the toiling men and the. stupid 
boys, who stood gaping at him with a stone 
in each hand, a great: wrath seized the old 
bird. 

He swooped down: upon the ‘boys. like a an 
eagle, and while his great wings flounced 
about their ears he shrieked in a ico 
voice, Go to the devil!“ 

The. boys gave a yell and. threw: themselva 
upon the ground. When, they. presently 
turned and looked up again all; was-atill and 
deserted as before. Far away. a. '&olitaty 
blackbird winged to the westwards sizo in - 

But till they grew to be men—aye, even to 
their dying day—they were firmly convinced 
that the evil one himself had appeared to them 
out on the black. morass. in the form of a 
monstrous blackbird with eyes of fire. 

But it was only an old ` raven, flying west- 
ward to unearth a so s ear ' which it had 
buried. vow 


house he soared high into the air, so as not 
to be recognized. For when he saw a female 
figure down in the garden he thought it was 
the young lady of the house, wearing 
powdered hair and w white head-dress, 
whereas in reality it was her daughter, with 
snow-white curls and a widow’s cap. 

Had he enjoyed bis life among the aristoc- 
racy? Oh, that’s as you please to look at it. 
There was plenty to eat and plenty to learn; 
but, after. all, it was captivity. During the 
first years his left wing was clipped, and 
afterward, as his old master used to say, he 
Was upon parole d'honneur. 

This parole he had broken one epring: when 
a glossy black young she raven happened to 
fly over the garden. 

Bome time afterward—a few winters had 
slipped away—he came back to the house. 
But some strange boys threw stones at him 
—the old master and the young lady were not 
home. 

** No doubt they are in town,” thought the 
old raven; and he came again some time 
later. But he met with just the game 
reception. 

Then the gentlemanly old bird—for in the 
mean time he had grown old—felt hurt, and 
now he flew high over the house. He would 
hav nothing more to do with men, and the 
old master and the young lady might look 
for him as long as they pleased. That they 
did so he never doubted. ` 

And he forgot all that he had learned, both 
the dificult French words which the young 
lady taught him in the drawing-room, and 
the incomparably easier expletivs which he 
had picked up on his own account in the 
servants’ hall. 

Only two human sounds clung to ‘his 
memory, the last relics of his vanished 
learning. When he was in a thoroughly 
good humor, he would often say: Bonjour, 
madame!” But when he was angry, he 
shrieked : ** Go to the devil!” 

Through the dense rain mist he sped 
swiftly and unswervingly; already he saw 
the white wreath of surf along the coast. 
Then he descried a great black waste stretch- 
ing out beneath him. It was a peat moor. 

It was encircled with farms on the hights 
around; but on the low plain—it must hav 
been over a mile long—there was no trace of 
human meddling ; only a few stacks of peat 
on the outskirts, with black hummocks and 
gleaming water-holes between them. 

Bonjour, madame In cried the old raven 
and began to wheel in great circles over the 
moor. It looked so inviting that he settled 
downward, slowly and wearily, and alighted 
upon a tree root in the midst of it. 

Here it was just as in the old days—-a silent 
wilderness. On some scattered patches of 
drier soil there grew a little short heather and 
a few clumps of rushes. They were 
withered ; but on their stiff stems there still 
hung one or two tufts—black and sodden by 
the continuous rains. For the most part, the 
soil was fine, black, and crumbling—wet and 
full of water-holes. Gray and twisted tree 
roots stuck up above the surface, interlaced 
like gnarled network. 

The old raven well understood what he 
saw. There had been trees here in the old 
times, before even his day. 

The wood had disappeared—branches, 
leaves, everything was gone. Only the 
tangled roots remained, deep down in the 
Boft mass of black fibers and water. , 

But further than this, change could not 
possibly go; so it must erdure, and here, at 
any rate, men would hav to stint their 
meddling. 

The old bird held himself erect. The 
farms lay so far away that he felt securely at 
home, here in the middle of the bottomless 
morass. One relic, at least, of antiquity 
must remain undisturbed. He smoothed his | ~ 
glossy black feathers and said several times, 
** Bonjour, madame |” 

But down from the nearest farm came a 
couple of men with a horse and a cart; two 
small boysran behind. They took & crooked 
course among the hummocks, but made as 
though to cross the morass. 

“They must soon stop,” thought the 
raven. 

But they drew nearer and nearer; the old 
bird turned his head uneasily from side to 
side; it was strange that they should venture 
80 tar out. 

At last they stopped, and the men set to 
work with s-ades and axes. The raven could 
see they were struggling with a huge root 
which they wanted to loosen. 

** They will soon tire of that,” thought the 
raven. But they did not tire. They hacked 
with their axes—the sharpest the raven had 


Powell. The poor little lady evidently found 
it dull living with a man so entirely bound 
up in himself, and after the rather severe 
honeymoon was over she went away on a 
visit promising to come home on a certain 
holiday. And when the holiday came Mrs. 
Milton refused to come back. Stern and 
proud as he was, Milton repudiated her at 
once, and made the world richer by his 
“ Treatis on Divorce,” written in the moment 
of inspiration probably. Suffice it to say, a 
great deal of Liberalism was introduced into 
it. Afterward they became reconciled and 
lived together in apparent happiness until 
She died. Her death occurred in 1652-3, 
leaving him three daughters— Anne, Mary, 
and Deborah. But his children never had 
any affection for their stern papa. Maybe 
they inherited their mother’s lively disposi- 
tion, I will quote what Taine says of it: 

He had taken his daughters for secretaries, 
and made them read languages which they 
did not understand, a repelling task of which 
they bitterly complained. In return he ac- 
cused them of being undutiful and unkind. 

. Mary, the second, hearing one day 
that he was about to be married, said that 
his marriage was no news; the best news 
would be his death. 

Poor girl! she probably meant everything 
that she said—at that moment. When a per- 
son is forced into the companionship of a 
sour, morose, and disagreeable person, they 
are apt to say hard things. His second mar- 
riage occurred Nov. 12, 1656. His second 
wife died shortly afterward. Then Milton 
took another mate, and this was No. 8. His 
unceasing study told against him and he be- 
came totally blind. It was then that his 
daughters at his dictation wrote Paradise 
Lost.” I will draw my sketch to a close 
with a pretty quotation from that popular 
poem : 

The sun, now fallen, 

Arraying with reflected purple and gold 

The clouds that on his western throne attend : 

Now came still evening on, and twilight gray 

Had in her sober livery all things clad; 

Silence accompanied, for beast and bird, 

They e their grassy couch, these.to their 
nesta 

Were slunk, all but the wakeful nightingale. 

She all night long her amorous descant sung. 

ellen ve pleased: now glowed the firma- 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day’s ocoupation# 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hoar.” 


“The Quiet Home.” 


O mothers, worn and weary, 
With oares which never cease, 
With never time for pleasure. 
With days that hav no peace, 
With little hands to hinder, 
With feeble steps to guard, 
With tasks that lie unfinished, 
Deem not your lot too hard. 


I know a honse where childish things 
Are hidden out of sight— 
Where never sound of little feet 
Is heard from morn till night— 
No tiny hands that fast undo, 
That pull things all awry— 
N baby hurts to pity 
As the quiet days go by. 


The house is all in order, 
And free from tiresome noise— 
No moments of confusion— 
Soattered, broken toys; 
And the children's little garments. 
Are never goiled or torn, 
But are laid away forever 
Just a8 they Jast were worn. 


. 


And she, the sad-eyed mother, 
What wculd she giv tc-day 
To feel your cares and burdeus, 
To walk your weary way ! 
Ah ! happiest on all this earth 
Could ehe again but see 
The rooms all strewn with playthings 
And the children round her kuee ! 


—Exohange. 
— .. — — 


What We Teach. 


A correspondevt wishes to know what we 
teach inthe Corner. We try to teach only 
that we know in tbis bright world which we 
inhabit, and to discover all that is possible, 
all that we think will serve in building up a 
nation and enabling all to liv nobler and bet- 
ter lives. We teach the principles of good 
citizenship, a high and pure morality, how to 
liv well avd truly. We contend that right 
living here will fit us for any other condition 
hereafter, should we find ourselvs in con- 
scious existence after we Lav shuffled off this 
mortal coil. We hav no actual khowledge 
regarding a future state of existence, 
although many believe there is one. If there 
is, we shall, no doubt, be fitted for it when 
it is reached. Heaven and hell, to us, mean 
conditions, not localities. We hav an ex- 
cellent heaven right here in this world, or 
its opposit. In regard to God as a supreme 
creator, we know nothing. If there is a God 
and he made something out of nothing, he is 
certainly a marvelous being and quite beyond 
the comprehension of mortals. 

Our business is to deal justly and honestly, 
to treat human beings ss we would wish to 
be treated ourselvs under all circumstances, 
to yield to others the same rights we exact 
from them, to exercise reason and judgment 
in all matters, to believe on evidence, to do 
all the good we can and as little harm as 
possible. 

Who does the best his circumstance allows, 

Does well; acts nobly, 

and such is entitled to the consideration 

and respect of his fellows. 8. H. W. 
— —— ꝓœ4wlů—¼24ũ 


Biographical Sketches. 
IV.— MILTON. 

Jchn Milton, poet, philosopher, and drama- 
tist, was born Dec. 9, 1608. His father was of 
an ancient Catholic family, but was disinher. 
ited on becoming a Protestant. But by 
energy and perseverance he accumulated 
quite a little fortune. Unlike Shakspere, 
Milton had educational advantages and gradu- 
ated from college. Of his childhood not 
much can be said. He never had any advent- 
ures and never ‘‘ sowed his wild oats,” but 
sat apart from everyone and studied. His 
John the Baptist, in that beautiful poem, 
* Paradise Regained,” personifies Milton. 
He says: 

When I was yet a child no childish play 

To me was pleasing. All my life was spent 
Serious to learn and know, and thence to do 
What might be public good; myself I thought 
Born to that end, born to promote all truth, 
All righteous things. 

And all through his life he was the same, 
calm, decisiv, and ‘dispassionate. He has 
broken the record of the poebs usual dispo- 
sition. I know of no one like him unless it 
is Ben Jonson. In the year 1643 he married 
a pretty, frivolous little butterfly, Mary 
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A Wise Old Raven. 

High over the breaking waters flew a wise 
old raven. 

He was bound many miles westward, right 
out to the sea-coast, to unearth a sow’s ear 
which he had buried in the good times. 

It was now late autumn and food was 
scarce. When you gee one raven, Bays 
Father Brohm, you need only look round to 
discover a second. 

But you might hav looked long enough 
when this wise old raven came flying; he 
was, and remained, alone. And. without 
troubling about anything or uttering a sound 
he sped on his strong coal-black wings 
through the dense rain-mist, steering due 
west. 

But as he flew, evenly and meditativly, his 
sharp eyes searched the landscape beneath 
and the old bird was full of chagrin. 

Year by year the little green and yellow 
patches down there increesed in number and 
size; road after road was cut out of the 
heathery waste, little houses sprang up with 
red-tiled roofs and low chimneys, breathing 
oily peat-reek. Men and their meddling 
everywhere! 

He remembered how, in the days of his 
youth—several winters ago, of course this 
was the very place for a wide awake raven 
with a family—long, interminable stretches of 
heather, swarms of leverets and little birds, 
eider ducks on the shore with delicious big 
eggs, and tid-bits of all sorts abundant as 
heart could desire. 

Now he saw house upon house, p*tches of 
yellow corn land and green meadows; and 
food was so scarce that a gentlemanly old 
raven had to fly miles and miles for a paltry 
sOW’s ear. 

Oh, those men! those men! The old bird 
knew them, 

He had grown up among men, and what 
was more, among the aristocracy. He had 
passed his childhood and youth in this great 
house close to the town. 

But now, whenever he passed over the 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 Cents, 


Los Angeles. 


- DONALD KENNEDY MATERIALISM AHD CRIME 


Of Roxbury, Mass., says 


Kennedy’s Medical Discov- 
ery cures Horrid Old Sores, 
Deep Seated Ulcers of 40 
years standing, Inward Tu 
mors, and every disease of 


the skin, except Thunder 


Humor, and Cancer that has 
taken root, Price, $1.50. 
Sold by every Druggist in 
the United States and Can- 
ada. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 


1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
GREENLEAF 


philosophy. By Mr. DANIEL 


OMPSOX. 


2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 


and influence. By Rev. Jonn W. OHADWIOK. 

3. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
How suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERVISS. 


.|4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 


geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES, 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins, By Mr. WILLIAM Fon 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 

. of zoological evolution.* Ey Dr. RossrrEn 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
uity,growth By Prof. E. P. Cork. 

8. EVOLUTION OF. MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. ROBERT G. ECOLES, 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOOIETY. By JanmsA.Sxm- 


10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. BIDNEY 
BON, 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By DR. LEWIS 
G. JANES. 


12. PROOFB OF EVOLUTION. By Newson O. 
18, EVOLUTION AS RELATED RE 

THOUGHT. By Joss W. Unwowon ion 

14 PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By TARR 

15. THE ER MEOTS OF EVOLUTIO N THE 

COMING CIVILIZATION. Sr Ro f. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 0O., 

88 Lafayette Place, New Tork. 


FORCE AND MATTER; 


Principles of ie Natural Order 
of the Universe, With a Sys- 
tem of mMoraiity Based 
The- eon. 


By Proresson LUDWIG BUCHNER, M. D. 
OONTENTS : 


The Fitness of Things in 


Force and Matter, 
Nature (Teleology), 


Immortality of Matter, 


Infinity of i of Forca, an, 
Infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, ‘hough, 
Form tion, Qonscipuimóss, 
tof the So 
Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas, 
aws, o Idea of God, 
Uptvorsality of Natural Personal Ga Continuance, 
2 i 
Tus Heavens The Son! of Brutes 
Periods of the Oreation Free W Mil s 
of the Earth, 
Original Generation, 


00 PT 0 lu din * 
Secular Generation, Qna uding Observa 


Price $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


IS TRIS YOUR SOW, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


** The shame itself doth call Sor instant 
remedy." 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


LIFE OF | 
Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHBIST, 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MES. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A iris and a Plea,” in Order or 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - 75 Cents. 


SI This book was suppressed by the first Amer. 
tcan publisher. gy 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 5 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 
French Revolution 


ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By W. 8. BELL. : 
Paper, 12mo, 35 cents, 


MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


IMMORTALITY OF Its ELEMENTS. 


By A. S. de Pellegrini. 
Paper, - 15 cents, 


PHILOSOPHY of SPIRITUALISM 
AND TREATMENT OF MEDIOMANIA. 

By F. R. Marvin M.D. : 

Oloth, 50 cents. 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 
By VOLTAIRE. 


Torse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theolog- 
ical terms. 


Price, 25 cents, 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY FXPOSED, 


By Bev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
15 cents. 


PRO AND CON OF 
Supernatural Religion. 


Havo We a Supernatural, Inspired, Miraculous 
Religion ? 
By E. E. Guin. 
Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


PYRAMID OF GIZEH. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Narra- 
tive in Genesis and Exodus, 


By Van Buren DENSLOW, LLD. 
Price, 15 cents, 


QUESTION SETTLED. 
BIBLICAL and MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 
By Moses Horx. 

Price, 60 cents. 


Rational Communism, 


TuE Present AND FUTURE REPUBLIO OF 
NORTH AMERICA. 
Advocates associate life and employment as a pre- 
vsntive of vice, crime, poverty, etc. 
By A OAPITALIBT. 
Paper, 498pp., 50 ct8.: clo., $1. 


Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. 
By A. C. LYALL. 
Prica, 10 cents, 


Fruits of Philosophy. 


POPULATION QUESTION. 


By Dr. Knowlton. Edited by Oharles Bradlaugb 
and Annie Besant. 


25 cents. 


TRUTH. A Poem. By E. N. Kings- 
ley. 10 cents. 


POVERTY: Its Cause and Cure. 
How the Poor May Mein Comfort and Independ- 


By M. d. H. 
Price, : 


Religion of Inhumanity. 
With a best at the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FBEDERIO HARRISON. 
Price, 15 cents, 
RELIGION: 
The Gibraltar of the World, as Now Constituted. 
By George T. Bondies. 
With 
Exceptions to the Character of 
Christ us a Gentieman, 
By W. T. Purviance. 
85 cents. 


ee ... ĩ - 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Six Lectnresg. 
Decline of Faith. 
Protestant Intolerance. 

Washington an Unbeliever. 

Jefferson an Unbeliever. 
Paine and Wesley. 

Christian Sabbath. 

Each, 5 cents; bound, pap., 25 cents; per doz., 40. 


SABBATH BREAKINC. 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Price, 25 cents. 


St. Matthew Before the Court 


For THE Creme or FORGERY. 
By BEOULARIST. 


10 cents. 


Price; 10 cents, 
SEMITIC GODS AND THE 


BIBLE. 
Including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Vi-gin Mary, Bible. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
(From Vol. II. Gods and Religions.) 
833pp., pap., 80 c.; clo., $1. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Pl, New York, 


AMBERLEY!S LIFE OF JESUS, 


Brain and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By EpdaR C. “BEALL. M 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL, 
^ Unanswerable. : Price, $L 27 


Creed of Christendom. 
Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure, 
By W. R. GREG. ^. 
Complete in 1 vol, 12mo, 399pp., $1.50, ` 


WHICH: 
SPIRITUALISM OR ‘CHRISTIANITY 7 


By Moses Hut, (Spir.) and 
Rev. W. F. Parker (Ohris). 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


HEBREW MYTHOLOGY; 


The Rationale "of thé Bible; 
Holy Seriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only; 
.By MILTON WOOLET, M M.D. 
8vo, 613pp., - — - 


Faith and Reason. 


AOCOUNT OF THE 


Christian and All Prominent Religions Before; 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 
Books of the East. 


Fries $1. 50. 


Nature's Revelations of Character. 
Physiognomy Illustrated. on 


82 50. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


By Josera Sums, M. DDP. 
Individual traits indicated by the temperamente 
and features. 
260 woodcuts. 8vo, 650pp., cloth, $3; leather, 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, $4. 50. 5 


His Character and Doctrines. 
From the “ Analysis of Religions Belief.” ` 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. -` 
Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. `: 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 
`~ PROVING W 
Jesus Christ Did Not Exist. in the Reign of 
Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent. 
ury before, and Peter and Faul died 
before the Christian Era. 


Full index, 446pPp © =- - gh 50. 
THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 


Inquiry into the Claims of Biblical Inspiration 
and the Supernatural Element in Felgen? 


By A. H, 0 Doron. 
Price, eee 


p z 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 

A Radical Novel of Marked AM. 
BY FREDERIKA MACDONALD. 

: 404 pages. Price reduced to: $1. 


AFEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 
Ab | 


OTHER BIOGRAPHIOAL SERTOHES AND Essays. 
By CHABLES BRADLAUGH. 


With Portraitand Autobiography. 
Extra cloth, gold, jack and side stamp. 1gmo, 


0 pp.» $1.25. 
MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL - INTRIGUES. - 
By J. ALBERGER. 


376pp., $1. ‘Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts. 
POPES AND THEIR DOIN GS. 


ACCOUNT ο . 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents af ‘God. 
Paper, 50'cents ; cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. © 


A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 
By D. W. Huu (Spir.). 
Price, - E PS 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 


A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 
By J. K. IxdALIS. 
‘Price, 25 Cents. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 
" Tho Jews and their God stood on the lowest 


lane. 
ee Price, 10 cents. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE. 
By F. R. Marvin. 
Price, . . S cents. 
For all of tne above books addresg. i 


15 cents. 


| | Es TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 19, 1891. 60 
5 ONES s Ziberal Metings. 
. CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: ' 
TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, ait 


“ISSUED. MONTHLY. 
Subscription price, $8 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1. The ‘Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 

‘Gra’ Almanac.....-3..+++-.2+00+ 25 
2. Men, Women» ‘and Gods, Holon H. Gar- si 
3. Ago OM irasom. Thoman P Paine......... 255 


4. Ang rers to Obristian Questions, D. M. 


'Bernnets......... 25 
5. Obristian Absürditles." “John Peck. 20 
6. Viotor.Hugo's Oration on Voltaire. 10 
7. Ingersoll Address on Shakspere.. 2⁵ 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATI ON. > 


Yearly. subscribers will receive all the books 


issued during the 7 Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FOR. HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
. Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Da Bread is tne story of two young 
firle sud & younger brother who were left arent. 
MU ttle money, fair educatio much 
oonrager to make their way: through t ^ world by 
Chicago.’ The author is Also the heroin. 
6. Harpen 18, in th. main, a history of a work» 
ing. girls ve and experience in the city of Chicago 
amon business mion, kind-hearted folks, 
af et able hypoorits.. "It is just such à story 
ef Marder life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll bs be interested in; and whatever he admires 
ppreoiatos is sure to be worth the attention 

or ins Teng of the -world.. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


0 NCER and Tumors CURED: no knife 
book free. Drs.GRATIGNY & NORRIS 
A No. 163 Elm street, Cincinnati. O 
NUNC k 
Charles W atts's Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs ot Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 

. JBeentng Mat and Obarles Watts. With Profa- 

orm Le otters by ol ang Jacob Holyoake and 
` Qolonel: E rs and an Introduction by 
Helen H Küster 60 pages, 25 cents. 
A Reply to Father Lambert's 
Tactics: of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. ©- 

Christianity: $ Its Origin, Nature, 

ana Influence, 82 pages. Price, 15 
. cenis. . . 
Thé Horrors of the French Revo- 
lation: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
- Price, 10 cents. 
Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
: structiv. 22 pages in cover. . Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality, Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents 

Agnosticism and.Christian Theism: 
Which isthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cenis, - 

Saints and Sinners—Which f 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 36 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief. 22 pages in 

cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Beli -f and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. - 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of its 
Nine Demands. 

nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover 
Price, 10 cents. 
Theological Presumption: An : n 


Letter to the B-v. Burns, of [AY ifax, 
N. Z. In this lottor | D po dhe 0 subjects are 
geal mithi: 7h , lorgy dM 

ebate? 3. e OBition o gnosticism 

‘oward Christianity, 8 Freethought and 
' Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. “Christ and Heroism. 


r rise ty and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
Adaren 28 Lafayette PL. New York. 


on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines. 


M ENTS save (00 PERCENT andwin $748 CASH Prizes 
Sample free. Territory. Dr. Bridgman, 375 B way, N. T. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 
Conflict betwee? Reason and Superstition, 
BY T. WIDDICOMBE, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT, G. INGERSOLL. 
Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 95 cents; cloth, 50 senes 
lishedat this office. 


Pub- 


Society. 


(Dedicated to Colo- |. 


Crimes and Persecutions. 


8v0, 1,119DP. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. - 
7 BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath, “A law 


regulating human conduct on wie Sabbath is 
animpertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris 


tian Church.. “The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Ohristian church are Y air. 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. | “Think 


of a minister's praying God to kill grasshop. 
ore, or tryin: to pinduice the Deity to under 
a, crusade of one against the Colorado 


beetle * Price,10cenís. 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. - 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


CRIMES AGAINST ‘CRIMINALS. 


AN ADDRESS 
- By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKZR 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 
ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


OoxTENTS : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lio Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependen: 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog 
ical Problem. Man's Fall and the Ohristiar 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man’s Position. 
Fate. Free Will Free Agency. Necessity. Re 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo. 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Oharter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Rights of Government. Duties of So 
ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self.Culture. Mar 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process," ete. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfactior 
and ingpiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason 
and to noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
W n 

suge gestion of a rest racticable and feasi. 
"3 social state greatl 7 in advance of .the present. 
The romantic narratiy iB rich in ita forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 
12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, Ed. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Ofthe perversion of Stephen Girard’smagnificent 
beauent t 0 S hilsdol pus by the Obristian 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales ine, *ounded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. O. MIDDLETON. 


’ Price, ; . A . 10 cente. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


ee HYMN- BOOK 


y all who hav examined it. Price 
Address Tax TRUTH SELKER Oc 


New Zdition, Revise and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 60 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at special Discounts. 


ddress THE TRUTH KER, 
^ 28 Lafayette Haase, New Tork. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
aale at this office. Price, 50 cents. 


OTTO WETTSTELY WATCH 


IS A GREAT SUCCESS: 


The Crowning Achievement of Mechanical 
Genius, Taste, Energy, and Ingenuity, 
Combined with 41 years of Practi- 
cal Experience (34 years in 
Rochelle) at the Jeweler’s 
Bench. 

Unequaled i in quality and price. Has 16 jewels, 
patent l Brequet hair-spring (non- 
catchable), beautiful double sunk paneled dial, 
urches and Young Men’s finely adjusted to heat, cold, and position, ster 


Ohristian Associa- wind and set, new model. In silverine cases, $19; 
tion. 3 ounce coin si ver, $22.50; 4 oz. aust proof. $25, 


o better Bold elsewhere for $85. In best 14k 
By Bion. B. WEsTBRoox, D.D., LL.D. filled gold cases, guaranteed 20 years, open face, 
Price $1. Address TRE TRUTH SEEKER. 


$27 to $30; hunting, $82 to $:5; in 14kt, solic 
zo!d, $50 to $90. All elegantly engrs.ved or plain 
Sent prepaid, and cash refunded if not satisfac. 
tory. atches cleaned, $1; springs, $1; andre 
turned free. Best work in the world. Send for 
testimonials, price lists of ladies’ and cheaper 
watches, diamonds, silver ware, cards in colore 
and gold of my 5776 Wi 5 tracts, eto., 
free. O WETTS 
oos mie In. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 
Allina Lifetime, A A Liberal Romance: 


12mo, 300pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 888pp., $1.25. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand 


some ‘pod Interesting Book: Withous t Supereti 
tion, f ‘or Children and d Youth, Th Free 
hinkers' Ohildren’s Mors Book 2 5 BBued. 
E full-page illustrations and 25 smaller ; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity. Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “ The Real Blasphemers,” ** Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” eto., eto. 


Send 10 cents for 
Shis valuable book for 


M "om a Lif 
Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies: 
indiscretion, and ex- 
cossos - 1k sels forth 
2 nal Applica- 
The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought, We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits._{The American Idea. f 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A GOOD ee: 1 

outspoken Liberal, a human- 

ins PU e noron patron of the Freethought 

regs. He has many testimonials to the value of 

bis progressive and guecessful method of troas- 
ment, and deserves patronage.—Presthowght, 


These notices are for the benefit of Literals 


freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their. gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club. N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street, Leot- 
uresand discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Bunday afternoon at 3 o’olock at 
Liberal League H Hall, 177 Halsey gt., cor. Market 
st,, Newark, Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market D we Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 7:30. Lecture«, debates, and discus- 

sions on all important secular subjects. Pres. 

ident; Henry BInD; Seoretary, CORA BELLE 
GG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bedford avenue and 

South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 8 P.M., ever, 

Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Pla 

form free, Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 

Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadeiphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad an d 
Wood stg., at 2:30and 7:30 P. M. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speskersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 


Elizur Wright ania Union 


nenon EEKER and Investi. 
gator are ions to R. G. Smits, Oor. Bez. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand avo., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture Followed 
by debates, The public cordially invited. . 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 

Wall, 421 Post street, at £ o’olook. A cordial inyi- 

tation ig extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in Maodon- 
Lecta 


Liberal fiterature distrib- 


vited on all subjects. 
r. Bec. 


uted free. FRANE Morse, 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 
Of Los Angelen, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 
and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M. t Parr 
Everybody invited, Mrs. R. w N 
Pres.: J. H. MoWrrLIAM8: Heo. Beo. 


The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Leotures.—Frea Discussions.—Origina! 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
aable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDER, Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash. meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. Tht 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motte, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. BICE, Pres.; 
. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHARLES Suma, Seo. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


Meets every Runday at Knights of. Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, a.m. e 

orals invited to attend. COOL. A. HARRIS, Pres. 
Isaac S. LEE, Seo. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 


With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black oloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 centa. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY 


By LupwiG FEUERBAOH. 
Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


ALEXANDFR VON. HUMBOLDT 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
12x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid 
Tor scents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


mee 


country going at all.” 


priest. They parted, and kept the marriage 
' McGowan told his wife's lawyers that he 
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E 


Gems of the Beek. 


A coMMUNIOATION from Ecuador complains 
that in this, as in other South American 
states, the Masons and so-called Liberals 
never cease to persecute the church, and hav 
directed their efforts especially to drive relig- 
ious instruction from the schools of a people 
who are exclusivly Catholic.” ; 


TRR French republic 
this year attains ita 
majority. 


FIVE persons hav 
been killed in a crush of 
people at a cathedra! en- 
trance to see the Holy 
Coat. i 


A CaTHOLIO congress 
at Malines is discussing : 
means of practical appli- 
cation of the pope’s 
labor encyclical to the 
working classes. 


Jeske STrrr, a boy of 
Seymour, Ind., subject 
to catalepsy, remained 
twenty-one days in his 
last fit, and on waking 
said he had spent that 
time in heaven. 


OvutsibE the south gate 
of Nanking, China, 
locusts are piled three to 
four inches deep. The 
provincial treasurer and 
other cfficials hav offered 
prayers in the temple for 
the succor of the crops. 


Anprzew D. Ware, 
ex-president of Cornell 
University, has lost the 


GODS AND RELIGIONS WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, |. 
3 oF i B 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES : 


Vote e ul 
Fall A 
Jesus Christ Virgin Marv, end oe Bible. 


AND. REFORMERS. 


.New Schools of Thought, ent Scien- 
tists, eto. (who were not Ohristians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., sloth, $33 
leather, $4; mor., g- e., $4.50. 


8v0, 885pp. V 0 
the Religious Systems of the Worid. 


3 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- vs 
roco, £i. edges, $8. BY D. M. BENNETT. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ. gU 


Republican nomination 


for governor of New 
€York largely because of 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading. Philosophers 
i Teao. T Skeptios; Innovators, Founders of . 


28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Gens of Thought, 


TRE despotisms of the old 
and still rest upon the Bible... The powers 
that be” were supposed to hav been or- 
dained of God; and he who rose against his 


A king periled his soul.—Jngersolt. 


Rerorm is thought pregnant with danger 
for all time that is present, but. Would hay 
been extremely proflt- 

able for that which ia 
. past, and will be highly 
; ‘salutary. for that which 
Mi to come; ‘therefore it 
has been thought expe- 

i dient for all administra- 

; tions which av been, or 
that wi? be, but by any 
particular one which fs, 
it is considered, like 
Scotch grapes, 
- Seldom ripe, 8 
Out of season 


Even with Christians 
of comparativl 

leas lives th 
Is injurious. It “causes 
a waste of moral force. 
There are passidnatetde- 
sires of virtue, yearnings 
for the. good, Which de- 
~scend from time to time 
like a holy spirit upon 
all cultivated minds, and 


his Warfare of Bci- 
ence” articles exposing 
church blunders and 
crimes. 


Tug sultan has pro- 
hibited entrance of the 
fugitiv Jews into Pales- 
tine. Itis thought that 
Baron Hirsch should ar- 
range with him for their admission. If the; 
country were terraced, planted, and supplied 


with water reservoirs it would be highly 


productiv. 


Tar last letter of wifemurderer Bulling, 
hanged at Kansas City, Mo., on the 4h, con- 
cludes: J hope to meet you in heaven. | 
Please pray that I will be forgiven my sins. 
Ever yours in heaven. Lou Bulling.” 


Russa may suffer great disorders soon. 
Poland’s disaffection requires 500,000 soldiers 
to suppress it. Starving peasants threaten 


an uprising, with burning of houses and kill. |: 


ing of landiords and officials. Landowners 
carry revolvers and keep many fire-arms in 
their bedrooms. Whatever relief funds are 
raised will doubtless be stolen, as they usually 
are, by officials. 


Maxx cardinals think that **so long as 
Rome is occupied by two hostil powers it is 
only in accord with the dignity and interests 
of the holy see that the conclave to elect a 
pope should be held upon foreign soil in 
order to frustrate the machinations of the 
civil power, and, above all, in order to renew 
in an efficacious manner the periodic protest- 
ations against the tyrannous statutes and the 
occupation of Rome by the Italian state.” 


Tux famin impending in Russia will arise 
largely from the persecution of the Jews, 
who hav heretofore advanced to the thriftless 
Russian farmer money to secure the harvest- 
ing of his crops. Much of the crops that 
escaped frost and drouth lies rotting ungath: 
ered. '* With a blind stupidity,” says a dis. 
patch, which would be incredible if we had 
not the example of Spain in history; Russia 
has busied herself in destroying her most 
activ mercantil clase just at the time when 
its help was most sorely needed to keep the 


To the suggestions that in event of a non- 
Italian being chosen pope Italy will confiscate 
the Vatican, Catholics threaten: ‘If a ques- 


tion as to the ownership and control of the 
Vatican should ever be raised by the Italian | 


government it would be settled in a way and 
with a promptness not at all pleasant for that 
government. The Catholics of the whole 
world would ‘want to know the reason 
why,’ and the powers of the world would 
insist on having some knotty points considered 
before ‘ Italy’ was permitted to put its robber 
hand on the home of the popes.” 


Ar Chenango Falis, N. Y., last November, |: 


Miss May Walker, Methodist, was married 
by a Methodist clergyman to Gustave Mc. 


Gowan, Catholic. On their way home Mc. |. 
Gowan told his wife that unless they were 
married by a priest he could not recognize 
her as a wife without committing asin. She, |. 


also being fanatical, would not go before a 
secret till recently, when it leaked out. 


would not liv with her, as it would commit 


his soul to perdition. She has got a divorce. ‘- 
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from Which, strange as it 
may seem, not even free- 


HAMAN WAXETH WROTH AT MORDECAI. 


Aud when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence, then was Haman full of wrath.—Esther ili, 5. 
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. thinkers. are excluded. 
When such an impulse 
animates the godles s 
man, he expends. it: in 
the service of man- 
. kind; the Christian 
wastes it on the air; he 
. fasts, he watches, and he. 
prays.— Reads. 


Tazsz [Mosaic].laws not only fall. short of 
a perfect morality, but they are distinctly. and 
fouly immoral, and tend directly to the 
brutalization of. the nation which Should liv - 
under them. . It is time that it should 
be publicly acknowledged that the 80. called 
Mosaic code is literally a mosaic of scattered . 
fragments of legislation, of various ages, and 
various stages of. civilization, put together a 


: | few hundred years before: Christ. Annis 


Besant, 


On hoary sinner, on the bed of sickness, 
refused to repent, because he was not certain 
that death was ‘so close at hand; and he did 
not wish for the trouble of going through the 
process twice, and was loth, by a premature 
amendment, to lose a chance of any of the 
indulgences of sin. Men would hav been far 
more scrupulous watchers over conduct, far. 
more careful of their deeds, had they believed 
that those deeds would inevitably: bear 
their natural consequences,. exempt from 
after intervention, than when they held that 
penitence and pardon could at any time 
unlink the chain of sequences.— Greg. 


By degrees, the opinion that all men are 
possessed of the devil and damned was 
established, a strange idea without doubt, an 
execrable notion, a shocking outrage to the 
deity, to imagin that he has continually 
formed sensible and reasonable beings for the 
sole purpose of being tormented for ever by 
other beings, eternally themselvs plunged in 
torment. If the executioner: who at,Carliale, 
in one day, tore out the hearts of eighteen of 
the party of the prince Charles-Ed ward, had 
been charged to establish & dogma, this is 


what he would hav chosen: yet he must hav 


been drunk; for had he even at once pos- 
sessed the soul of an executioner and a 
theologian, he could never hav invented in 
cold blood a system in which so many thou- 
sands of infants at the breast are delivered to 
eternal tormentors.— Voltaire, + 


Tue struggle for existence is a biological 
fact, which with mathematical necessity 
follows from the general. disproportion be- 
tween the average number of organic indi- 
viduals and the numerical. excess of their 
germs. But as adaptation and inheritance 
in the struggle for life are in continual inter- 
action, it imevitably follows that natural 
selection, which everywhere influences. and 
continually changes. organic species, must, 
by making use of divergence of charac!er, 
produce new species. Its influence is further 
especially favored by the activ and passiv 
migrations of organisms, which go on every- 
where. If we giv these circumstances due 
consideration, the continual and gradual 
modification or transmutation of organic 
species will appear as a biological process, 
which must, according to causal law, of 
necessity follow from the actual nature of 
organisms and their mutual correlations. 
Haeckel. . 
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oles an d Clippings Every one of the agricultural fairs that will | fairs shall hereafter be held in any city, town, | THERE is agitation in Rome against the 
ii be held in. New Jersey this year, and every or place in this state.“ The law is still on | Catholic Order of the Buried Alive. The 
= fair that will be held during the winter in the the statute books of the state, and has never | nuns hold no intercourse whatever with the 
A Roman Catholic writes to the Sun: parlors of a church, will be in violation of a been repealed. The date of its passage is world. The only means of communication 
“ Suppose a Roman Catholic president to be | State law, the wording of which is brief and Jan. 27, 1797. The reasons for its enact-| with the convent is the barrel,” so-called, 
in the White House, The services of the | Sententious. It reads: That no fair or] ment remain shrouded in antiquity. which fills an opening in the wall and re- 
United States are re. volves, when one knocks 
quired for example in an : s: -- z = thereon, until it shows 
arbitration between two an oper section, wherein 
Earopean countries, are placed whatever gifts 
one Protestant the or messages are intended 
other Catholic. The for the nuns, who liv 
American president is wholly on charity, keep 
asked to appoint arbitra- two Lents a year, and 
tors who shall favor the never eat flesh meat. 
Catholic nation in the 3 
arbitration. The request 
is made by the pope. 
Now, let me ask your 
correspondents who deny 
that a Catholic president 
would come under the 
direct influence of the 
pope, how such a presi- 
dent, in such circum- 
Btances, could well re. 
fuse the request of the 


THE question of relig: 
jon should never appear : 
in politics; but, alas! 
it does, right here in 
Rhode  Island.— Proci- 
dence Record. 


Darwin wil be re- 
membered as long as 
Newton. Darwinism 
means much more then 
the speculativ results 


pope, made upon him as attained b 
y the genius of 
a matter of religion, so. 
one man. It means 
lone as to grant the re- little less than a new way 


quest implies no overt 
-action not within the 
pale of good morals and 
religion. As & Roman 
Catholic, I surely think 
such a president, if he 
were a true Catholic, 
could not and would not 
refuse to grant such a 
request. Such a presi- 
dent, equally with a lay- 
man like myself, must, 
as a Roman Catholic, 
acknowledge the wish, 
the authority of the pope 
to be above any and all 
considerations, I am 
proud to assert, and free 
to acknowledge, my ba- 
lief that a Roman Catho- 
lic president would be 
quite as much under the 
influence of the pope as 
I,a layman, an obscure 
citizen and earnest 
churchman, can be. I 
believe this to be the 
correct, the honorable, 
the only view of the 
‘question. The Protest- 
ants will respect us more 
for openly proclaiming 
what we believe than for 
attempting to conceal 
“what must be perfectly 
clear to every sane man 
who is familiar with the 
policy of the church.” 


of looking at existence. 
It is to the nineteenth 
century what the discov- 
ery of the New World 
was to the sixteenth.— 
Post. 


Taere are said to be 
but few people in Éng. 
land who can rival Mrs. 
Annie Besant in dinner- 
table oratory. Her voice 
is clear and melodious 
and her mental grasp of 
the subject under discus- 
Bion is remarkable. Her 
great speech at West- 
minster Hall in her own 

defense before the chief- 
justice of England won 
the admiration of the 
queen’s attorney-general, 
— World. 


Wire famin stalking 
in the train of incipient 
rebellion, and confisca- 
tion and official corrup. 
tion promoting both; 
with crops left rotting on 
the ground for want of . 
money to move them, 
and new demands piling 
up for an empty treasury 
to satisfy, the condition 
of over-Christian Russis 
is the most portentous 
fact in contemporary 
history. 


ARTIOLE 188 of the 
Russian cOde says: 
„Those who leave the 
orthod^x church .for 
another Christian de. 
nomination will be given 
over to the ecclesiastical 
authorities for instruc- 
tion, correction, and 
other church disciplin, E = having reformed the 
and until they rejoin the i i faith of the world, the 
church the government A CHANGE THAT BROUGHT RELIEF. critical unbelieving spirit 
will take their children of the world has under- 
in order to preserve them mined the faith of Prot- 
from perversion by their parents’ infiuence, the Old Testament. He shows that it denies Ir is satisfactory to learn that the cholera | estantism. The Reformers sowed the wind, 
and appoint guardians for them of the ortho- the Pentateuch to be in any spec:fic sense the mortality among pilgrims to Mecca this year and their children are reaping the whirlwind. 
dox faith. The erring parents will be forbid- | work of Moses; that the prophetical writings reaches the unprecedented number of 11,000. | —Oatholic Review. 
den to liv with their children.” are a mosaic from unknown writers; that It ia satisfactory because it is pleasant to 
| Ecclesiastes was not by Solomon; that the think of so considerable a number of fellow. Iv is not generally known that Father An- 
Carzorzos dislike the French law enforcing book of Chronicles was the history of Israel, creatures going straight to their own para. | derledy, the general of the order of the Jesuits, 
military service of theological students. i rewritten with a bias; that the book of Daniel dise. It is almost startling to consider, too, and Who has been nicknamed '' The Black 
was a late production, and that the “Old that this band will require the ministrations | Pope,” spent a considerable part of his career 
In a late number of the Independent, Dr. Testament history is not trustworthy.” of 770,000 black-eyed houris, of which sev- in this country. It was here that he received 
Ives Curtiss giva a very full and candid ac- Naturally at the close he asks, “„ What enty are assigned to each Mussulman in the ordination-as priest, and for many years he 
count of the higher criticism in its relation to remains that can be maintained?” abodes of bliss. was the parish priest at Green Bay, Wis. 


Unper the plea of 
« doctrinal growth," the 
disintegration of Protest. 
antism has gone 80 far 
that its ministers openly 
impugn the infallibility 
of the very Bible itself, 
Instead of Protestantism 
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Communications. 


Spirit Analysis. 


A spiritis matter, not immaterial. . 
through solids, glass, iron, wood, and solid walls, as light, 


heat, magnetism, and electricity pass through various sub- 


stances without making a hole.— W. L. Willis. 


Our good, and, no doubt, honest brother Willis, 
like all other Spiritualists, entirely ignores the 
important fact that, if a spirit body or being is a 

reality, it must be organic —organizad, living, breath- 
ing. automatically ting matter. It must be, as is 
conceded by all prominent Spiritists, a counterpart 


of man. It must possess the outline, shape, size, 
form, and characteristics of man. 


person. 


throughout the organism, without which processes 
` po organie or individual life is possible. 


flaida now and during all eternity. 


In the absence of the physical organism, which at 
death is consigned to disintegration, is the survival 
of such spirit counterpart of man (which ig invisible 


to normal sight, and without weight, color, or tangi- 


bility) thinkable, reasonable? Is it within reach of 
common understanding end scientific analysis? Will 
Brother Willis kindly explain its characteristics, its 
constituents, its circulating organs, heart, vaine, arte- 


ries, life fluid, etc.? 


What does not breathe does not liv," is an axiom 


of science. A spirit livs, hence must breathe. 
Breathing necessitates lungs or organs to breathe, 


and channels leading in and out of the body. These, 


of necessity, must be composed of material of suffi 


cient tenacity to hold and confine the air (breath) 
while in the body supplying the requisit elements to 
In the absence of the 
physical lungs—the only kind known to science—are 
such spiritual lungs or organs thinkable and within 
If a spirit is transpar- 
ent like air, light as sir (tor they are supposed to 
float in the air), what organized material known to 
man ean thus float unseen, contain and confine the 


sustain the life processes. 


reach of scientific analysis? 


air of a breathing, living being, yet not weigh a grain? 
If not miracle, what is it? 


Organic life necessitates food. From erudest form 
of plant life to highest form of animal life this is the- 


imperativ rule. Ovzganic life necessitates a continu- 


ous supply of those substances which it consumes 
and assimilates and upon which supplies it depends 
for existence. The flower, shrub, and tree require 
heat, light, moisture, and many necessary elements 


from the soil for their existence. The crudest form 
of animal life is merely a sac or stomach, which 
absorbing, digesting, and assimilating food enables 
it to liv. 
supply of food to supply the necessary chemistry to 
sustain the life process. Hence a stomach and its 


connecting channels and organs are an absolute 


necessity to all organic, living beings. This implies 
eating, drinking, digestion, and assimilation of food, 
chemical processes, and excretion, necessitating not a 
supply of air solely, but also of good, substantial, 
nutritious food, such as fluids, bread, fruits, cab 
bages, fish, meat, etc., all well known, but whose 
spiritual counterpart” is entirely unknown to man. 

Now, will Brother Willis please define the nature 
of a spiritual stomach, and these spiritus!, digestiv, 
and respiratory processes? How can such siry 
organs resist the chemical processes which they of 
necessity are continually subjected to? What con- 
fines these fluids in their proper organs and prevents 
the same from percolating or lesking (ö) through 
.before the body has time to assimilate the same? 
Please also define the quality and kind of food, where 


procured, how prepared, particulars about breakfast, 


: dinner, supper, dining-roome, kitchens, etc. 

He cannot do it. And if twenty prominent Spir- 
itists or mediums were asked at one and the same 
time to giv their testimony concerning such practical 
matter, we would obtain twenty widely divergent 

Answers, all proving that no knowledge concerning 
such things exists anywhere. 

T insist that the characteristics, components, and 
capabilities of a spirit body are utterly incompre- 
hensible and absolutely beyond scientific analysis. 
There is nothing in nature analogous to it. All 
material forms (and Brother Willis insists that 
spirits are such forms) are in continual process of 
change. All beings begin, sre conceived, born, 
evolve to maturity, then retrogress, decay, die, and 

that is the inexorabie fate not only of all organic 
orms, but of all forms and bodies indiscriminately, 
What begins must end. When the material form 
which has now evolved into W. L. Willis was born 
this material form was named W. L. Willis. This 
material form then was and now is W. L. Willis. 


A spirit passes 


Being organic 
and material; and possessing functions like man, this 
spirit body must contain within itself a counterpart 
of all the physical organs of man. Being a living, 
material being or person, this necessitates all the 
internal organs which alone constitute such living 
It. necessitates blood or similar life fluid. 
This necessitates arteries, veine, the heart and its 
associate organs to propel and circulate such fluid 


And 
these organs, channels, ducts, efc, must be of 
sufficient retentiv quality to resist the action of such 


So the higher animals require & continual 


can occur through the skin, but how the entire man 
could get through, and both skin and man survive 
the operation, is & different thing. We can imagin 
magnetic currents, light, and heat passing throug 


the pores of glass, each separated for the time being 

by the glass itself, then instantly uniting again in 
aggregated form by the law-of attraction, but how 
an organic, living man, woman, or child can, for the 
time being, be so segregated into & mass of inor- 
ganic atoms as to pass through the pores of glass or a 
brick wall, and then by some occult force, unknown 
to science, unite again into a perfect living being 
this I insist is a problem entirely beyond human 
comprehension. 

If nof a miracle, what is it? hae 

If our good brother cannot explain all these mys- 
teries incident to spirit existence, what is the use of 
continually illustrating the existence of ethereal exigt- . 
ences and their mode of perambulations by gases, 
‘vapors, or inorganic forces of nature which hav ab- 
golutely nothing in common and which are not at all 
analogous to spirit-forms and all they imply? Oan 
vapor, gases, heat, ete., think, love, reason? II not, 
please do not in the future compara them to spirit, 
but prove otherwise the reality of immortal organio 
forms. : 

Such forma being invisible to all of normal vision 
slike, unthinkable, beyond scientific analysis, with- 
out component paris, I insist that to submit them in 
explanation of so-called spirit- phenomena is not 
explaining but substituting an infinitly greater mys- 
tery for the lesser. . y 

And if a spirit wers actually produced would not 

the psychical problem be as far from solution ag 
now? 
But if 2 spirit exists it must be subject to the laws 
of other organic beings. This implies that it would 
be visible to all of normal sight, not to a scattered 
few. It implies that it is subject to change and 
death, and, consequently, like all other organisms, can 
not be immortal. It implies that if crushed, struck 
by a cannon- ball, run over by an engin, decapitated, 
or “blown up" by dynamite this organiem—if real— 
can nO more escape injury or destruction than the 
physical, and consequently cannot be immortal ! 

I do not now and never hav cried “fraud” and 
“ridiculed ” our friends the Spiritualists, and all I 
ask of Spiritisis is that they treat me as well as I do 
them. ‘Orro WETTSTEIN, 

Rochelle, Ill., Sept. 6 1891. 


Our London Letter. ; 

For some time past Mrs. Besant has been drifting 
further and further from the principles held by the 
National Secular Sosiety, and the fsrewell address 
she gave at the Hall of Science last Sunday could 
scarcely be considered unexpected ; the strange part 
of the affair is that she did not giv it long since. 
Her statement that she was turned off by the society 
was entirely misleading and quite erroneous, as she 
had full freedom to lecture on any subject at the 
hall at the freo lectures on Sunday mornings, but as 
the evening lectures are devoted solely to the dif- 
fusion of Freethought principles, it is not likely that 
anyone could be permitted to. lecture on another 
topic, and that in total opposition to those principles. 
Mrs. Besant knew the rules of the society well 
enough, and would no doubt hav opposed any such 
innovation when she herself was à vice-president. 
It was, therefore, most unfair of her to pose as a 
victim to what bas been termed by religious papers 
as the bigotry of Secularism. If she no longer 
believes in Secularism she has always the power to 
oppose it after the evening Jectures, but this. would 
not suit her purpose, and it wil! be much better, tsk- 
ing all things into consideration, that she never 
sppeers on a Secularist platform again here or else- 
where. Owing to her long connection with the 
party she has been allowed greater facilities of airing 
her views in Secular halls than any other person, 
and up to the present her Obristian champions, who 
for the purpose of discrediting Freethought profess 
to regard her as a much-wronged person, hav not 
offered her their buildings in which to dessant on 
her grievances and opinions. 

: As during the Parliamentary vacation the daily 
papers are glad of any new sensation, one of them is 
devoting several of its columns to a course of cor- 
respondence on Mrs. Besant's wrongs in general and 
Theosophy in particular, but with all the efforts 
being made to elicit somethirg on the latter subject, 
the public is very much in the dark as to what it 
really is, and from all appearances not much infor- 
mation is likely to be gained; the only point yet 
made at all clear is that the initiated know all about 
it but are not allowed to talk, and in the face of the 
reported statement that the chief object.of Theoso- 
phy is for the improvement of the human race, indi- 
vidually and collectivly, ib is difficult'to see how this 
desirable object is to be attained if no one is to 
know but the very few how it is to be done. If the 
Mahatmas so earnestly desire to benefit mankind, it 
is a pity they so selfishly bury themselvs in the 
remotest parts of Thibet, where no one can get at 
them, and the aerial messages they are credited with 
sending are about on a par with Spiritualistic mani- 
festations. It would require & person to be very 
much initiated to see how the production of marvel- 
ous odors “ pouring out” of a crevice in a stone, or 
mysterious letters on equally mysterious paper com- 


Daring. the eternity of beginningless time preced- 
ing this event this identical form or individual form 
did not exist. It required the mingling of the 
male and female elements of his parents to create, 
form, or originate this form. This form or body 
begotten by his parents s W. L. Willis. It began 
to exist individually some time after the union of his 
parents and did and could not possibly exist before. 
It is an organic form possessing numerous functions 
and performing many physical and chemical proc- 
esses, which in their united, harmonious automatic 
action. produce life, eause circulation, digestion, res- 
piration, generate magnetism, electricity, mind, and 
Consciousness. . * 

Now, whether or not we are as yet far enough 
advanced in the subtle science of psychology to 
accurately define the processes originating mind, it 
must be conceded that the human anatomy, in its 
complex and wonderful construction, supplies at 
least a rational basis for mind if not a solution for 
the subtle problem. We hav at least a cause for the 
effect, a reason for mentation. We represent the 
erowniug work of nature, the final achievement of 
the involuntary potencies of matter, "struggling" 
during an eternity to create & man. Is it strange 
that such sublime organism can manifest the genius 
of an Angelo, Mozart, Bryant, or Ingersoll? Bat, 
in the name of reason I ask, what rational grounds 
hav we to believe, when this magnificent form 
which originated man, with all his physical and 
mental functions, dies, is buried—every grain of it— 
when its constituents hav assumed other forms, when 
the last tangible vestige of its individuality exists no 
more, that then a counterpart of this form, endowed 
with identical outline and performing identical proc- 
esses, can still exist and continue to exist in eternal 
statu quo, without this physical form as well as 
with it? 7 

It noi miracle, if not effect without a cause, what 
is it? 

Can the outline and form of & tree remain when 
eut down and consumed by fire? Oan the sap con- 
tinue to circulate through its fibers when it exists no 
more? Oan it exist through all eternity when all 
the chemical elements necessary to its existence hav 
been scattered to the four winds of heaven. and, 
combined with other elements, hav assumed other 
forms? 

Is not the material the tree is composed of neces- 
sary to the origin and continuation of the tree? Is 
not this organized material the tree? If the phys- 
ical organism then is a necessity to the origin of 
man, must it not. of necessity be a necessity to the 
continuation of man? Is it not the man? Is witk- 
out it-—without flesh, blood, and bones—man think. 
able? Is thought possible without brains, senga- 
tion without a nervous system, sight without eyes, 
sound without ears, ete.? Science says, No! Er 
tinguish all organic forms from the face of the earth 
and universal darkness, silence, and unconsciousness 
would reign supreme. The crash of worlds, the 
belching forth of mountains of fire as from the cra- 
ters of the sun, would not be seen, heard, or felt. 
Mind, therefore, necessitates physical organization 
to generate or produce it. 
^ What form in nature is eternal? Is not continual 
change in form the first great vital law of nature, and 
which law of nature slone secures the perpetuation 
and eternal activity of the universe? If even one 
atom only per year were abstracted from the infinit 
whole to create an immortal soul and this atom not 
returned from whence if came, all, indeed—the ab- 
stracting process also being eternal—would now be 
such immortal souls but no universe ! 

* Spiritists, blinded by their morbid desire to change 
the order of nature and thus liv forever, will not see 
but persistently ignore the vast difference between 
the inorganic elements, forces and kinds of matter 
which are forever the same and in that sense im- 
mortal, and organized matter, which is in no two 
days alike, continually changing and hence mortal. 
The one simply aggregations of infinitesimal par- 
ticles, segregated beyond conception and small 
enough to pass with ease through the “ pores” of 
glass, wood, rock, iron, ete., similar to water or flour 
passing through a sieve or screen; the other a coun- 
terpart of man, two by six, organic, a living complex 
organism; a material being (as Brother Willis con- 
cedes—and must or he could not postulate a being at 
all!) every part essential to the existence of the whole. 

How can such a being go through a stone wall, 
Brother Willis, without “making a hole?" How can 
it, he, or she, penetrate a window-pane as light, heat, 
or electricity can without smashing it? Is there no 
difference in your opinion between fluids, dust, or 
flour passing through a sieve or perforation and a 
living human body—the counterpart of msn—get- 
ting through the same small holes and instantly re- 
organizing again a full-fledged man or woman? Or 
does it, he, or she, crawl all through one small hole ? 
(You would hardly expect a hard-headed Materialist 
to believe this!) We can imagin how respiration 
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because she acts naturally. Too much polish,” he 
says, suggests insincerity.” He could not endure 
the finished acting of Coquelin and Hading. For 
Edwin Booth and Joseph Jefferson he has expressions 
of enthusiastic admiration. Hisstandard of criticism 
here is, as I hav said, an individual one, but it is 
also one of a high order, and few are the actors and 
actresses of whom I hav heard him speak in high 
terms. A poor reading of Shakspere irritates him 
greatly, and I hav heard him severely criticise some 
well-known actors for not studying their roles suffi- 
ciently to enable them to act their characters con- 
sistently. 2 

Thus in Romeo and Juliet.“ He says the point 
is utterly lost by making Romeo and Tybalt fence 
all over the stage when a correct interpretation of 
Romeo’s character and the scene would be a frenzied 
rush, resulting in something like a murder. 

There is scarcely a prominent lawyer in New York 
who has not smarted under the lash of Ingersoli’s 
satire, which, however, is almost always delivered 
with a smile that takes away much of the sting. 
“ Colonel Ingersoll and I generally differ as to what 
the law is," sneeringly remarked a well known mem- 
ber of the New York bar. Yes,” flashed back the 
colonel, if we didn't I should hav some doubt 
about my being right.” 

“I never think of England,” said he again, “ with- 
out being reminded of a burglar with a white neck- 
tie.” 

Master of the art of inveotiv, Ingersoll seldom uses 
it—holding that “epithets are not arguments.” But 
I once heard him at his best, denouncing a man who 
had brought an uncalled-for accusation against his 
wife in a suit for divorce. ‘ Gentlemen of the jury,” 
said the colonel, his eyes flashing with anger and 
contempt, “ I mark out in the plaintiff the meanest 
man I know. A man so mean that nature wasted 
her time in making him, and the dirt of which he ia 
composed would hav been better employed filling 
the grave of another such man, if such another livs !" 

It is at this time impracticable to do more than 
enumerate some of Ingersol's writings, which 
entitle him to rank foremost among American prose 
writers—exclusiv of the polemics which hav given 
him more notoriety than fame. Would it be con- 
sidered extravagant to say that Ingersoll is one of 
the greatest Shaksperian scholars in the world? I 
am willing to abide by the decision of those who hav 
read his essay on Shakspere, and who are themselva 
at all familiar with the Shaksperian critics. Is it 
possible to believe that a complete history of 
Napoleon could be drawn in less than two hundred 
lines? If not, read Da Bourrienne’s three ponder- 
ous tomes on the life of Napoleon, and then sea. 
what Ingersoll has neglected in his reflections at the 
tomb of the man of destiny." E l 

* Life,” ( Orimes Against Oriminals,” A Vision 
of Wer,” “Henry Ward Beecher,” Roscoe Oonk- 
ling,” “ Cuba,” “ Woman." These are a few of the 
many essays and prose poems from the pen of this 
* marvelous, many-sided” man. No one can fully 
know the possibilities of the English language until 
he has read them. Lornos. 


which to-day amounts almost to worship. He isa 
great admirer of the writings of Oharles Dickens 
and in this connection it is interesting to note that 
when Dickens was in America, Ingersoll was invited 
io meet him at dinner and flatly refused to do so, 
being greatly offended by the caricature of America 
and Americans drawn by Dickens in “Martin 
Ohuzzlewit. The colonel told me that he had 
never ceased to regret missing this opportunity of 
meeting the great novelist, and remarked that he 
now enjoyed the description of “the flourishing 
town of Eden and its inhabitants ag much as any- 
body. Victor Hugo is another author with whom 
Oolonel Ingersoll is wonderfully conversant. 

` I once had a talk with Ingersoll on novels, and in 
the course of it asked him which of the novels he 
had read he considered the greatest. Les Miser- 
ables,” he answered without a moment’s hesitation. 
“Tt has no equal. But a‘Tale of Two Cities’ 
would be perhaps my second choice" Oolonel 
Ingersoll is a very observant and sometimes a very 
severe critic. I will own that he has spoiled several 
things for me by pointing out faults which otherwise 
I should probably never hav noticed. Of Linsoln’s 
speech at Gettysburg he said: “What a pity 
Lincoln put seven useless ‘heres’ in those wonder- 
ful lines“ I now see those ‘heres’ glaring at me 
every time I read that speech. And of Bryant’s 
“Thanatopsis” he said: “How do you suppose 
Bryant ever fell into the error of saying: ‘Thou go 
not like the quarry slave at night scourged to his 
dungeon.’ No quarry slave ever needed scourging 
to drive him from his work at night to his dungeon. 
What Bryant must hav meant was—‘at morn 
scourged from his dungeon. 

I hav spoken before of Colonel Ingersoll's faculty 
of digesting his reading. This I consider is due in 
great measure to the wonderful mind concentration 
of which he is capable. Of this I hay seen many 
evidences, and in this connection I am reminded of 
an incident that happened in one of the branches of 
the now celebrated Bell telephone case. Colonel 
Ingersoll had been retained to.make the oral argu- 
ment before the supreme court of the United States. 
‘For weeks the various counsel had been trying to 
make appointments for the purpose of coaching 
Ingersoll on the fine points of the case. Failing in 
this they engaged a compartment in the parlor car 
which was to take them down to Washington, 
intending thus to utilize the journey to prepare their 
orator. Unfortunately for their plans, the colonel 
walked through the smoking car, and seeing an old 
acquaintance, dropped into an adjoining seat, and 
that was the last the anxious lawyers saw of him 
until Washington was reached. At Washington a 
bath and dinner occupied the most of the evening, 
and it was well on to midnight before the refractory 
colonel was corraled and coached by his junior 
counsel. Imagin any subject being elucidated by 
three or four lawyers at once! Least of all the 
intricate subject of telephone law. The wee sma’ 
hours saw the colonel escaping from his instructors. 
The case was argued in the forenoon of that morn- 
ing, end I hav heard it said by those who listened 
to the colonel's speech that the law of telephones 
was never before so clearly stated—not a salient | 
point had been neglected. He had won that case in 
the smoking car from New York to Washington. 

Those who hav read the wonderful proge-poem, 
* Life,” written by Colonel Ingersoll as a parallel to 
The Seven Ages of Man,” will scarcely believe that 
this work was conceived and written in a railroad 
train on the journey from New York to Washington. 
But such the author tells me is the fact. 

In addition to being an industrious reader (where 
he gets time for it no one knows), Colonel Ingersoll 
is a great lover of music and a good judge of it, 
though he is personally no musician ; and using this 
expression makes me tell a story at my own ex- 
pense. 

One day Colonel Ingersoll said to me, “ I, , 
are you fond of music?” I am, colonel," I replied, 
"but Iam no musician" “Well, that's a silly 
answer," said he; “ you might just as well reply, if I 
asked you if you liked cake, Yes, but I'm no cook.” 

Wagner ia his favorit composer, as Shakspere is 
his favorit author. He idolizes both. In a breach 
of promis case not long ago, the evidence showed 
that the defendant had taken his alleged fiancee to 
the German cpera—to “Tristan and Isolde” and 
others. In summing up a rather forlorn hope 
defense, the colonel said, “Gentlemen, you hav 
] heard that the defendant frequently took the plaintift 
to the German opera—there to hear the masterpieces 
of Wagner—those waterfalls of melody. The man 
who has conferred such a benefit on a woman should 
not be subjected by her to a suit of this kind. 
That should absolve him!” Ingersoll is a passionate 
admirer of the dramatic art, and all his life long has 
been a champion of the stage. Here, as in many 
other things, his opinions differ widely from the 
recognized critics. Bat his opinions never lack 
reasons.and his reasons never lack foros. I hav 
heard him assert time and again, in that dictatorial 
positiv manner which of itself carries conviction, 
that Julia Marlowe is the greatest living actress, 


ing from nowhere particular, or imaginary cobras 
conjured out of sticks, can be of any practical avail 
in ameliorating the ills and troubles of poor human- 
ity. It is a poor argument, that because there are 
more things in nature than are now understood or 
even imagined, therefore there is no reason to doubt 
the “truth” of Theosophy ; that will apply to any 
new fad in supernaturalism, and would at one time 
hav been derided by the new prophetess. 

It would almost seem by the light of present 
events that Mrs. Besant simply believed in Charles 
Bradlaugh and not in Seoularism itself. But while 
it is Open to every professing Secularist to alter his 
or her views, it is absurd to suppose that such a one 
should still expect to be treated as on the same foot- 
ing as before the secession, and it would be far more 
honest and dignified in the seceder to quietly retire 
from the society than fo make a theatrical display 
and whiue like a spoiled child. 

Freethought has existed from time immemorial, 
and in the nature of things must exist, and even 
though any particular. society may be dissolved, still 
Freethought itself cannot be killed. 

Mrs. Besant need not flatter herself that she has 
in any way deteriorated the work of the National 
Secular Society; her splenetic attack will rather 
prove a good advertisment, and make many who hav 

never given the subject a thought giv some consider- 
ation to it, and so increase the numbers of those who 
are the avowed opponents of any form of super- 
stition. J. D. 
é — .. 
Another Look at Colonel Ingersoll. 
Special Correspondence Boston Advertiser. 

Max O' Roll, in his littie book, * Jonathan and His 
Continent,” says that Robert Ingersoll “is & perso- 
nality apart.” To this I subscribe. But he also says 
that “Americans are unanimous in admitiing Inger- 
solls extraordinary talents.” If this be so, it must 
be an admission by default,” for compsrativly few 
Americans know anything at all about him. Inger- 
soll is better known as the “great Infidel” than as 
anything else, and knowing him as such the average 
American wishes to seek no further. I think it safe 
to assert that the vast majority of Americans hav no 
idea of what a marvelous mind is running its course 
among us in this latter part of the nineteenth 

 eentury. If anyone doubts this, let him inquire 
how many of his immediate circle are familiar with 
the writings of Robert Ingersoll: You will find few, 
I think, who hav done more than cast a furtiv and 
timid glance at some of his tracts on religious or 
irreligious subjects. 

Very many people, far from being familiar with 
Ingersoll's writings, are ignorant of the fact that he 
has written anything other than polemics. It is not 

. uncommon to receive this answer: “ No, I hav not 
read Ingersoll’s writings, and I do not want to." 
Aud this, perhaps, ia only another proof of the truth 
of Lord Houghton's observation that ** It is remark- 
able how few people hav ‘grown-up’ minds.” 
"Robert Ingersoll must be described by the word 
“genius,” for by no other word can this strangely 
‘contradictory character be explained. The menial 
equipment of this man is that of a logician, a philos- 
opher, a poet, and an artist in the most general sense 
of the word. i 
. Robert Ingersoll possesses in its most perfect form 
the charm of personal magnetism. All who come in 
contact with him, no matter how deeply prejudiced 
at the outset, leave him with kindlier feelings, and 
the wealth of his brain obscures all those minor 
traits of mind and renders insignificant all those 
trivial personal habits which go so far in forming 
our opinion of the mediocre man. 

In the first place, Ingersoll isa brilliant converss-. 
tionalist, or, perhaps I should say, monologist,” 
because when be begins to talk most people are 
charmed into silence. He talks with ease and grace 
upon subjects of which you would suppose him 
ignorant, often amazing a specialist with bis knowl- 
edge of the specialty. An omnivorous reader, he 
has the faculty of digesting a book, of getting at and 

retaining its salient points to the exclusion of the 
padding and the unimportant. Scareely anything in 
the line of reading escapes him. Novels, history, 
poetry, the Koran, and yesterday's trash, he has 
read. them all. His memory is marvelous. “I hav 
what I call ‘The Fools Memory, said he to me 
one day. “I can remember the number of a page 
on which I saw certain sentences, and can often tell 
whether it was the right or left hand page, and how | 
many lines from the top or bottom." 

His memory for the works of Shakepere is particu- 
larly noticeable. Quotations from the great drama 
tist, always perfectly apt and correct, he has at his 
tongue’s end. Indeed Shakspere is his Bible, and 
in Oolonel Ingersoll’s opinion no other writer, and, 
I might almost say, no other man, deserves to be 
mentioned in the same breath with Shakepere. I 
remember once hearing Colonel Ingersoll say that 
he never heard of Shakepere until he was about 
twenty years of age, when a chance incident 
happened to put him in possession of a copy of 
“King Lear," and the reading of that play marked 
ihe beginning of a passionate love for its author. 


Success. 


The strongest ship may breast a gale, 

. And yet be driven back. 

What though to land in port she fail, 

Shall we declare she could not sail 
Because she had to tack ? 


Though storms belate and plagues impede, 
Though aches and ills betide— 
Ambition’s goal may not be won 
Yet hast thou bravely, nobly done, 
If thou hast bravely tried. 


„He nobly does who nobly dares” 
When trials sore oppress. 
When perseverance nought can shake, 
Though failure follows in his wake, 
His failure is success. : i 


The fiercest battles are to fight, 
The strongest forts to scale; 
The truest heroes they who fall, 
The endeavors grandest of them all 
Those made by ones who fail. 
Myron Hanrorp VEON. 


— d$ —————— 
How to Help The Truth Seeker. 

1. When renewing get & friend to subscribe and 
thas save a half dollar apiece. 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand 
or in his shop window. Be sure that he displays the 
pictures. 

3. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to take off his 
hands at the end of the week any that remain unsold. 
If he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
among your acquaintances. On your request, we 
will send you back-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be 
picked up—in the train, in the factory, in the 
meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Lerve it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts 
and when convenient hand one to a friend. 

7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend 
to take it. 
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On the Poiti Coast. 


News and Notes. 


It was harvest time about Bozeman when I 
reached there. The fields glittered like gold snd the 
farmers were busy. They had to improve each 
shining hour. It was a bad time for lectures. Only 
a few were present in the new and elegant opera 
house. Enough, however, for a short address on 
the “Demands of ‘Liberalism.” On my next round 
I will not strike Bozeman until the crops are 
gathered. There is a large Liberal element ali about 
here. But it is no use to lecture when the land 
echoes and re-echoes with the music of a hundred 
machines. f 

I was glad to meet old friends here—Mr. and 
Mrs. J. P. Lindley, Thomas Burke, Fred Buchtel, 
and others. Judge Luce, who introduced me four 
years ago to acrowded house, is now on the sick 
list, and could not be with us; but his heart is in 
the cause. J. V. Bogert, now mayor of the city, 
introduced me on this occasion. He is not afraid to 
stand by the colors be there few or many. The 
Avant Courier and its editors are on the right side, 
and when the time comes this go-ahead journal 
speaks to the point. J. R. Scahill is enrolled on 
TER Terura Sxzexes list, and I hope for more here- 
after. I hav faith in Bozeman. It bas a very 
large Liberal element. It is growing also. Many 
beautiful buildings hav been erected since I was 
here before. The Hotel Bozaman rivals the best- 
appointed hotels of larger places. A fine country 
stretches about the city. It is a lovely summer 
residence. The vast array of mountains, blue and 
dazzling, encirele the glittering plains. The nights 
are cool. Bozeman is one of the jewels of Montana, 
and Montana is indeed a splendid state. Its resources 
are many. It is rich, and as you ride along from 
Boz man to Helena, and on to Missoula, in this 
gorgeous September weather—plains mingling with 
blue hills—enchanting prospects arise. At Helena 
I hav the good fortune to come across Mr. and Mre. 
A. N. Sires, our old friends of Spokane. They sre 
coming back to Spokane after residing for & year at 
Great Falls. 

Spokane is a little bit dull, but it is a handsome 
city, and believes in its destiny. It is an attractiv 
place. Its business blocks sre superb, and the 
country about glitters with elegant homes. 

I met with J. H. O. Ssurlock, who has. been here 
about a year—an earnest Liberal, who has done 
some good fighting for ovr cause in Spokane papers. 
His articles in answer to clerical assumptions are 
excellent. Through his generous efforts srrange- 
ments were made for a lecture in the Unitarian 
church on my return from Colville. 

Oolville is a banner town. It is a quiet place just 
now, but a charming resort. As we ecme into the 

' valley beautiful scenes are on every side—the grassy 
fields and the groves and the lofty and far encircling 
hills. The day is luminous, and it is like traveling 
in Switzerland as we behold the rugged and pictur- 
esque landscape.. Colville valley is famous for its 
hay. Long stacks are seen about the many farm- 
houses. Noble herds are wandering over the ample 
meadows. The hay commands $10 a ton, and two 
or three tons are raised to the acre. This is a good 
income. Round about Oolville, on tothe Columbia 
river and beyond, the heart of the mountains is laden 
with wealth. Gold, silver, lead, etc, are found here, 
and eventually the streams of prosperity will flow 
from a hundred mines. 

The Ohristians hav built a church since I was here, 
but they hav not paid for it, and itis likely to be 
sold out of their hands. So this outward evidence 
of the church’s power counts for but little. As a 
matter of fact Colville is a Liberal town. The major- 
ity of its people are outside the churches. I hav not 
found better audiences anywhere. The court-house 
was filled to its utmost capacity, and taking it all in 
all I must say that Colville is s banner town. 

William Graham, and his wife, Maggie Hope 
Graham, who is a valuable contributor to the columns 
of Tur Trurn Sxxkxx, are located here, and the North 
Star House shines with comfort for the traveler. 
The Grahams are stanch supporters cf Liberalism. 
They giv and they work freely. J. J. Oarscadden, of 
the Dominion Hotel, is a splendid ally. I enjoyed 
the hospitality of himself and wife. David Barman 
also lends a hand. Alf Olsen is on the list. H. G. 
Kirkpatrick, Mr. Hammond, Dr. Ksulbac, Fred 
Hass, E. G. Swain, John Dempsey, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Day, who came eighteen miles to attend the 
lecture ; Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Barker, James Dar- 
kin, John Rickey, A. A. Barnett, H. Baum, Julius 
Albino, who burns with the fires of Italy for Free- 
thought; I. H. McKenzie, A. Schipps, ete., are our 
co-workers here also. Eleven new names are added 
io Tun Truru Sxxxrs roll. In every respect it was 
a successful campaign at Colville. I shall come here 
as often as I can, for there is ever a cordial welcome. 

I was sorry not to see my old friend, R. A. Prouty, 
and his sons. The father is over eighty years old 
and still keeps in the harness. John Stewart Dick 


named from the Colville tribe of Indians. 


is with us from his ranch nine miles out. The Old 
Dominion mine ig six miles east of Colville and em- 


ploys thirty men. The smelter, which has done a 
good deal of work, is not now running, but soon 
will be, it is expected. Sunday sfternoon Oarsoad- 
den gave me s drive to the old fort and the old town, 
about three miles from the new town. Colville is 
The fort 


was established many years ago. The Oatholics algo 


built a mission house here axd most of the Indians 


on the reserve are now Catholics. The lands about 
Colville are held at about $100 an acre if cleared. 
This is an excellent fruit country. Game and fish 
are plenty. The climate is delightful. The valley 
in which Oolville is situated makes a lovely picture, 
with.the immense hills towering with rock and forest 
inclosing its green bosom. Colville does not hav 
* great expectations.” It will not be like Spokane, 
but it has a fine outlook for a city some day of ten 
thousand people. The productiv soil and the rich 
mineral deposits around, these resources when devel- 
oped will make one of the most prosperous sections 
of the country. I. W. Haffstetter is founder of the 
town. He was a soldier in the service of the United 
States, and when his term of enlistment expired 
took up a claim upon the present town site. Two 
papers are published here, the Miner and the 
Republican. 

I leave Colville Monday, September 14th. On 
Monday evening I lecture at Spokane. A fine audi- 
ence is present, and I am sorry that I could not ar- 
range to giv one or two more lectures. Rev. Mr. 
Wilson of the Unitarian church is broad and Liberal 
in his views and preaching. The Jewish rabbi who 
was present is equally advanced. My address on 
“Demands of Liberalism” was indorsed by these 
religious leaders. ‘The audience was very appreciativ. 
Evidently a good deal could be done at Spokane by 
a series of lectures. Many who call themselva Free- 
thinkers are indifferent. Most of the friends I met 
here four years ago are scattered to different parts 
of the Pacific coast. But there are new ones ready 
for the work. Iam much indebted to Mr. Scurlock 
for the success of the present meeting. He has 
taken hold of the matter with unflinching courage. 


Dr. Cary, who introduced me ab the lecture, is an un- 


flinching Liberal. I was pleased to meet with Mr. 
and Mrs. O. Jeldness; Jeldness is an old-time com- 
rade of Portland memories. He always makes a 
good time for the Secular pilgrim. He has been 
married since I saw him last, and this was the first 
opportunity to greet his wife,a true Liberal, and I 
am sure that golden joys are on this blended path. 
Long lives to our comrades. I was pleased to meet 
also with Mrs. Dr. Latham, who is not afraid to 
express her Liberal ideas, and contributes frequently 
to the papers. She is now writing a novel, of which 
the “heavy villain” is an orthodox clergyman. In 
many cases this is not contrary to the fact. 

The ground is broken at Spokane and the work for 
the future is hopeful. I like this brilliant metrop- 
olis. It has plenty of energy. Its business men 
are go-ahead. It has many resources. It commands 
the trade of a large section of the country. " 

A good report of the lecture was published in the 
Spokane Review. The papers of this city are willing 
at times to giv Freethought a fair chance. The 
Chronicle has printed bold and able attacks upon 
the popular theology and the clergymen do not hav 
it all their own way. Mr. Scurlock has given them 
successful battle in the columns of the Chronicle. 

Samuel Elder has joined Taz Trurs Seeker ranks, 


and I hope to hay more enlisted after a while. 


Spokane, Sept. 15, 1891. Samvuzn P. Purnam. 


— — — — 
The Atkinson Incubator. 


Having traced the slanderous falsehood charging 
six murders in Girard College to its apparent source, 
namely, T. A. Atkinson, pastor of S. M. church, 
Ukiah, Oal., and as & result found it pronounced by 
the vice-president of the College to be “utterly 
false,” the result of the inquiry would seem fo sug- 
gest the propriety of further investigation, so that, 
at least, we may thereby be the better able to place 
a somewhat just estimate on the clerical labors of 
Brother Atkinson ag related to the church and like- 
wise as related to Freethinkers and skeptics—or 
“Infidels,” as termed by orthodox believers. In 
giving two sermons on the exposition of what he 
terms Infidelity he undoubtedly realized the impor- 
tance of the work, and assumed the responsibility of 
indulging without stint in disparaging and criminat- 
ing charges against Infidels, representing them as 
grossly and willfully ignorant, and so few in number 
that about six was all he was able to compute in this 
populous region of country, and he presumed not 
one was capable of teaching a common district 
school. This last charge may possibly be correct, 
and whether or not I shail not pretend to dispute, as 
I consider common-school teaching and theological 
teaching as two distinctivly differant branches dia- 
metrically opposed to each other, about as near 
antipodal as we can make the comparison. The first 
says, investigate and decide; theology says, believe 
or be damned. Therefore enough on this branch of 


his subject—although this may be the broad foun- 


dation upon which he presumed to rear his colossal 
bugbear superstructure of “six murdered professors - 
in Girard Oollege.” a 

"Whatever may hav been his object in resorting to 
vituperation and detracition to this extent, we were 
not at all prepared for such an outburst of calumny, 
and would fain believe that a gentleman of hia cloth 
must hay felt himself hard pressed to sustain his 
point, and unfortunately allowed bis credulity to run 
riot over his judgment and sense of duty and justice, 
in his great anxiety to serve the church after the 
manner of the early church fathers, who considered 
it a virtue to lie for the benefit of the church. ` 

But a word more about the common school, the 
palladium of liberty, representing free thought. 
and free speech, investigation and intelligence and 
truth, all of which skeptics not only freely sub- 
scribe and indorse, but as a rule are activ propa- 
gandists of the common school and do not believe 
in.the doctrin of lying, not even for the “ benefit of 
the church.” 

Ok course, we are willing to admit that in our 
present state of society none of us know any too 
much, even including friend Atkinson; consequently 
Freethinkers hav, in addition to common schools, 
not only a desided penchant for the higher and 
scientific branches, but hav freely given of their 
means for the erection of grand and colossal insti- 
tutions of learning for the general propagation of 
scientific knowledge and real substantial information . 
—the Girard College standing at the head of the list, 
valued at $20,000,000, a fair representativ of this 
class of Liberal institutions for the propagation of 
science, to say nothing of the lesser institutions of a 
similar character—such as the Peter Oooper institute 
of New York, and the James Lick observatory and 
publie baths (for the indigent) of California. 

And all these institutions are not only for the gen- 
eral benefit of mankind, but more especially for the 
benefit of the indigent and unfortunate. Tbe Girard 
College being specifically (by the testator) dedicated 
to the especial benefit of orphan boys, to the entire 
exclusion of theology and theologians; carefully . 
guarding the institution, as it were, with a flaming 
sword “turning every way,” in order to effectually 
guard, to the extent of one forty acres of consecrated 
ground, the earth’s surface against the encroach- 
ments of that hydra headed monster Theology, 80 
that it might be forever indemnified against its 
tortuous, serpentine, slimy imprint, even within the 
inclosure of this holy of holies. So mote it be-. 

This essentially Radical prohibitory clause in the 
testator’s will may explain the secret of the Atkin- 
son bombardment of the Girard College. Iu a fit of 
jealousy and despair of ever being permitted to find 
rest for the sole of his foot within the precincts of 
this holy of holies, he may hav, as a dernier resort, 
concluded to follow the example and motto of the 
church fathers, if not for the benefit of the church, 
at least for the disparagement of the Girard College 
and Freethinkers generally as s class. Then, after 
having thrown up his hat for the bombardment of 
Fort Sumter and “crossed the last ditch” in be- 
half of the perpetuation of that peculiarly “ divine 
institution,” and now finding himself elevated to the 
pastorate of the “Oonfederate” church of Ukiah ; 
why should if be considered a strange thing for 
him to be found bombarding the walls of Girard 
College by tooting his ram's horn” from the pulpit 
of the Confederate church in the flaming-lamp 
enlightened” city of Ukiah? 

And even at this late date of progress and intelli- ` 
gence we find him a sympathizer and activ propa- 
gandist of that branch of theology which a few 
years since crossed the last ditch ” in a struggle for 
the utter disruption and overthrow of the grandest 
institution known to man, namely, the grand and 
glorious democratic republic of these United States 
of America, “the land of the free and the home of 
the brave”—the result of the devoted labors of that 
bright-shining galaxy of skeptical heroes, Infidels, if 
you please, whose names we find not in a Confederate 
church, but on that already immortalized document, 
the Declaration of Independence. And of these 
fifty six names fifty were pronounced skeptics, always 
including Paine, Jefferson, and Franklin as the prime 
movers and originators of this world-renowned 
document; and to whose labors we are especially 
indebted for the privilege of breathing the free air 
of republicanism instead of the combined miasmatic 
upas vapors of monarchy and theology, as heretofore 
end still extant in the msjor part of civilization. 
But Friend Atkinson having lately ventured a little 
speculation in a scientific investment, in a patent 
chicken incubator, it is to be hoped he may continue 
his labors in this direction with a prospect of his 
final conversion to Rationalism at least. And, on the 
other hand, there being at present an over supply in 
the market of theologic incubators, those represent- 
ing the feathered tribe will undoubtedly be in greater 
demand. 

However, wishing no disparagement to either 
Atkinson or his especial branch of theology, I may 
venture to giv them credit for zt least one colossal 
branch of manufacture, in which & million lives and 
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billions of treasure hav been invested, namely, the 
manufacture of that peculiar garment popularly 
known by the metaphorical and euphonious name of 


the “ bloody shirt." 


Through the demon of war, manufacturing 


corpses by the hundreds of thousands, saying noth. 


ing of the cords of skeletons resting in the prison 
pens through starvation and stench, our nation 
shrouded in gloom and mourning, an untold amount 
of the best blood of the nation on both sides poured 
out like water, and attempt on the one hand not only 
to blast the fair fame of the nation, but to blot our 
government out of existence, and, on the other hand, 
for the protection and perpetuity of the grendest 
In this case 
who are the friends of liberty, fraternity, equality, 
and the natural rights cf men? Acd who organized 
this gigantic wholesale slaughter, with the double 
purpose of blotting out of existence our republican 


government on the face of the globe. 


form of government, and on its ruins insure the per- 


petuity of that “divine institution" which John 
Wesley denominated the “sum of all villsinies?” 
And now, admitting the charge of six murders in 
Girard College to be true, it would not be a drop in 
the bucket as compared with the foul deeds indorsed 
by T. A. Atkinson, Confederacy & Oo. And if he 
ever puts up prayers for the propagation and success 
of this class of villainies, or ever threw up his hat 
at the news of the Andersonville victims, then we 


may cease to wonder at his venomous attack on 
Girard College, or any other institution for the bene- 
fit of the unfortunate of the human race. 


In conclusion, for his future occupation and liveli- 


hood, I would advisé the chicken incubator, pig-sty 


manufactory, or almost any domestic calling rather 


than that of romance and &ction. 
Ukiah, Cal., Sept. 18 1891. 
— — 93-4 —— — 


Karl Heinzen's Book. 


.E M. Mo pO NAL D, Dear Sir: In mine to you of 
August 24 ch I mentioned Karl Heinzen's Woman's 
Rights,” a remarkable book, interesting to read and 
challenging attentiv study. “Truth About Love” 


T. MoO. 


has great strength, but Heinzsn is far superior to 


Oroly in analytic sight and re-creativ vigor. Rhe- 
torically it is a masterpiece in literary genius; 
ethically no other writer, here or abroad, now or in 
ages past, ever put so much truth touching sex use, 
beauty, right, duty, pleasure, service within the 
covers of one book as Heinzen—thanka to Karl 


Sohmemann, its financial godfather, Mrs. Schum, 


and Mr. Tucker—-givs us, in this event, in typed 
mentality. The book is a worthy prose mate of 
Walt Whitman's immortal verse, whose ennobling 
word portraiture of nature Emerson heartily wel- 
comed in 1855, but which war-policy, deceit, and 


vice-society idiocy depraved him to deplore in 1880. 
. But thanks to everlasting truth Walt does not 


weaken, and Heinzen, alive all these years, in Ger- 
man, now speaks in plain Eaglish undefilable. I 
wonder that the Pantarch, resident in Boston in 
1877, did not happen to meet and know Hein zen; 
but, as Hmerson said of Carlyle in his bleak Scotch 


. home in 1833, our “lone scholar nursed his mighty 


heart” in solitude, here. 

But Heinzen is mistaken in supposing that mar- 
riage (which he admits ia historicaliy a tragic failure) 
ean ever justify its existence; the avowal of liberty 
and sincerity are the death of marriage, and the 
gooner we ali attend ifs funeral the better. The 
idea that two persons of opposit sex cannot liv to- 
gether virtuously unless they ask leave of ministers 
or magistrates! As if priests and politicians hav 
any virtue to spare! Government lets you into the 
marriage cage by any easy door, but once in the law- 
jugglers shake the key in your face, saying: “ We 
hav you now!” -To make the tyranny and irre- 
sponsible confusion mutual is no remedy; the thing 
itself is vieious. Free Love says: Persons capable 
of making a sex contract are, when wiser by experi 
enca, oapsble of dissolving that contract.” How 
shall two walk together unless they be in agreement ? 
Effort to keep them one” by legal violence is dis- 
astrous folly. Away with your legislativ tinkers! 
“Shall it be as I wish? It shall be as it is, so and 
not otherwise !" is the royal voice of love. Marriage, 
the word and the thing, a defunct delusion, should 
be put under the sod. Mr. Heinzen does not invoke 
force, leaves sex relations to adjust themselvs, but 


.he retains a bad word, damaged beyond repair. 


Mated, not “ married,” defines the unforced, fruitful, 
ecstatic uvity which he grandly portrays as the 
emancipated destiny of the sexes. 

What Garrison got translated and reprinted from 
Heinzen in the Liberator mostly was restrictiv talk 
which repelled me. Luckily for us his soul got into 
German before the wat and now “marches on” in 
this breezy book. Lucky also that “Leaves of 
Grass” became the greatest of American poems, 
before Whitman’s genius swooned in armed violence, 
and vice society vultures hovered over fields of death. 
Though I did not use the phrase “frae love" in 
* Uncivil Liberty," first published in 1870, the book 


was intentionally and in fact introductory to 
“Oupid’s Yokes,” showing that woman suffrage 


à 


leads that way. 


means the abolition of marriage. The logic of free- 
dom, its redeeming tendency in domestic sffairs, is 
cogently eonvineiug in Heinzen’s book, and the 
women suffragists should put its manly pages under 
the fair eyes of their bodies militant. Europe comes 
to us in the nervous rhetoric of Roussesv, and in 
the deathly discourse of Malthus; the electric genius 
of the first begets barren idiocy, while war, pesti- 
lence, and famin sre the restraining angels given 
rex power by Malthus. What Kent, Andrews, the 
Lelande—all our free-love philosophere—taught, 
Heir zen confirms, though his assertion of what 
women will do in freedom is premature. True 
freedom allies effects to causes, sufferirg to error, 
devolves on persons the necessity of self control; 
end, in proportion as women are assured intelligent 
choice, men will be on their good behavior; there 
will be few children and better, maternity will cease 
to be a “Jost art,” sa it is now fast becoming among 
the “upper classes in cities, and attractiv enter- 
prise will build families worthy of the name. 

But what is the use of dogmatizing until we get 
facts to resson upon? For encouraging effort to 
learn what are fi& words in this great debate I sit 
here in a stone vault under two years’ sentence writ- 
ing this to you. Intelligence is a crime; one re- 
cords the facts of marriage experience at the risk of 
fines, imprisonment, social ostracism. Month after 
month, again and again, my precious children ask, 
“Mamma, why does not paps come home?" Twenty- 
six years I and my love mate hav wrought together 
for race redemption. Fourteen years my devoted 
femily hav suffered assault from Vice Society sav- 
agery. It is no holiday task to withetand the per- 
sistent raids of legalized barbarism on the sanctity of 
home and all that makes life desirable. All ihe 
guerantees of liberty are struck down. Still, mental 
liberty and personal integrity are the path upward, 
and right glad are we that Kerl Heinzen’s stout form 
Ezra H. Heywcop. 
— — t$ — 2—ͥũ— 


The Truth Seeker. 


It would be a calamity indeed were TR TRUTR 
SxxkRn to fail for lack of patronage. 
though the foundations of cur cause. were wrecked. 
Other pspers that might and would be started could 
never repair the damage except feebly. There are 
other papers devoted to the eause, bu! some sre 
local, others are narrow Or limited varicusly. TRE 
Truru Szexrr from the first has exhibited a eatho- 
lioity and charity thet should be ours in the higher 
development of the cause. These traits were those 
of the noble and illus rious founder. Bennett. He 
heard all sides and let you decide. Now, there are 
some wealthy men of our people whose incomes ere 
so great that one day's receipts would, if contributed 
to sustain the cause, ms ke it certain that our TRUTH 
SkkkzR could not fail. There sra hundreds of Lib- 
erals who little dream of the straits to which we 
newspaper men are often put to keep going. A fund 
from which to pay well a couple of canvagzers would 
insure the prosperity of the paper and its extended 
circulation if the fund were managed rightly. 

It is difficult to get subscribers for cur paper. 


Everybody cannot be approached. Then we hav 


some illiberal Liberals. I know a man who despises 
me for believing in a God—that Thought developed 
thinkers as nature developed matter. So our house- 
hold is limited and resttered. Oome, you rich 
Freethinker, you truth seeker, for the memory 
of the martyr who founded it—he wag a martyr 
—think of it, an aged kindly gentleman, a phi- 
losopher and philanthropist, dragged from his 
home and condemned to hard labor, stripped, cled 
in stripes, shaved, and imprisoned for simply sd- 
dressing a scientific book now read auywbere before 
any publie when occasion calle for it—for bis memory 
open your purse and your mind to the founding 
of a trust of some kind for the perpetuation and ex- 
tension of TAE Trura Srrxer. People are so 
forgstful, and thus lose their liberties. Bennetts 
memory will thus liv as a warning of ovr danger. 
The persecuting, unconstitutional statutes still exiat. 
So do the human varmin and parasites that liv by 
them. A hundred years hence, unless Freedom dies, 
green and glorious will be his momory whose per- 
son they desecrated, while men of their names wil! 
be petitioning legislation to change them. Mark it, 
ye unbora who are living then ! Horr. 


— . —ñä— 


Dr. Barnsfather's Consumption Cure. 
I notice you publish Dr. Barnsfather's new cure 
for consumption. It reminds one of the doctor who 
knew how fo cure fita but nothing else, so he gave 
his patients fits first and then cured them. Dr. 
Barnsfather's idea is to giv consumptivs rheumatism 
or gout first and then the consumption will go and 
the new disease can be cured afterward. Dasr Dr. 
Barnsfather, you are on the wrong track —frifl ing 
with nature—and you will fail. Consumption is a 
dreadful disease. It must be prevented by edvost- 
ing our youth physically and in hygiene. If cured 
at all it must be done by hypien'e agencies in its 
early stages. The most successful method so far is 


of consumption. 


It would be ss | 


that followed by a few sanitarians who keep the 
patient breathing pure mountain air almost con- 
stantly. The weak ones are kept on cots well pro- 
tected from wind and storm under tents or pavilions 
all day; and well fed to keep up their strength. Dr. 
Dattweiller, of Falkenstein, Germany, and a few 
others cure by this method about twenty-five per 
cent of their patients, mainly those in the first 


stages. 
I shall giv some account of his proceedings in a 
work I hope to issue soon on the hygienic treatment 


There is about as much superstition in medicin as 


in religion, and Taz Trura Seere can do some good 
by helping to exterminate it. 


M. L. Horskooxr, M.D., 
Editor of the Herald of Health. 


— A 9——————— 


What I Think, 
_Teball never hate mine enemy to do an act of in- 


justice to him. Justice, if executed, will punish the 
evil-doer sufficiently. 


My conscience is quite at rest. I offend no God 


when I derounce the Jewish Bible and deny the di- 
vinity of Jesus. 


One who is loudest in confessing his faith in God 


proves to be one who trusts the least in him. 


One who joins church because he is afraid of a hell 
he believes in, is just as bad ss one who is profane 
because he ig not afraid of a hell he does not believe 
in; neither one hes the principle of manliness. 

The words called “swearing” are conceived and 
born in the imagination of men, and hav far less 
mesning then our Yes and No, and the Christian 
pulpit is responsible for their use and abuse. God, 
heave, devil, and hell” are all without proof of ex- 
istence. “Jesus” is but a man’s name like John 
and Jacob. Damnation, an expression of a fool, 
repeated by fools. 

Profanity is immoral in and injures self only. 

Hypocrisy endangers and injures all others. 

Profanity is prohibited by law. 

Hypocrisy is encouraged in law. 

The profane man givs you a chance. 

The bypocrit does not. 

The profane man telle you the truth. 

Tho hypoerit belies you. 

The profane msn givs you your own. 

The bypocrit robs you. 

The profane man strikes you in the light. 

The hypcerit stabs you in the night. 

The profane man is sbunned and defamed by the 


ehuroh. 


The hypoerit is respected and popular with the 


church. 


The profane man belongs to himself, is himself, is 


what he is. 


The hypoerit belongs to the church, as of such is 
the church, ever pretending to bs What it is not. 

I believe the Christian religion to be the biggest 
falsehood that ever was perpetrated upon the credu- 
lity of mankind. Jay F. HALDEMAN. 

Thompsontown, Pa:, July 3, 1891. 


—— p — — 
Leetures and Meetings. 
LisgzAL LEAGUE HALL, 177 Halsey street, corner of: Mar- 


ket street, Newark, Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock, William 
Hanson, of Brooklyn, will lecture. Subject: Education 


and the Power of Public Opinion.” 


Cor. H. S. Oroorr, president-founder of the Theosophical 


Society, will deliver a public lecture on ‘‘ Theosophy and 
H. P. Blavatsky ” in Scottish Rite Hall, Madison avenue 


and 29th sireet, New York city, on Thursday evening, 


September 24th, at 8:15. Admission free. 


B. P. Purnawm’s lecture appointments for September and 
October are as follows: Nanaimo, B. C., September 26th ; 
Wellington, B.C., 27th, 28th ; Snohomish, Wash., 30th; West 
Ferndale, Wash., October Ist, 2d; Portland convention, 
3d, 4th, Sth; Grant's Pass, Ore., 7th, 8th; San Francisco, 
ilith. Will lecture in California through the months of Octo- 
ber, November, December, and January, state convention 
January 29th. i 


J. G. Herrwie, P. O. box 418, Washington, D. C., in- 
tends to lecture during the forthcoming fall and winter on 
the following subjects: 1. ‘‘ National Taxation," opposing 
the present customs aud internal revenue systems of the 
United States and advocating a not graduated income tax 
in their stead, for raising the revenue necessary for the sup- 
port of the government. 2. “Free Coinage,” advocating 
free and unlimited coinage, from American silver, of a tem- 
porary silver dollar, correct as to its bullion value, and, as soon 
ag it can be accomplished, an international agreement as to a 
fixed ratio between gold and silver as monetary metals? 8. 
„Sunday Laws,” energetically opposing such laws, as vio- 
lating the Constitution of the United States, and, in addi- 
tion, expounding the other demands of Liberalism. He 
urgently and sincerely solicits engagements for these 
lectures. 

— . —ä 

Senp for eatalog of our publications. Sent free 

on application. 
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Fifteenth Annual Congress. 


The Fifteenth Annual Congress of the American 
Secular Union has been sppointed by the Board of 
Directors to weet in Philadelphia, on Saturday morn- 
ing, Oot. 31, 1891, at 10 o'clock, in Industrial Hall. 
corner of Broad and Wood streets, for the transac 
tion of business, and to continue over Sunday, Novem. 
ber Ist, if the Congress shall sọ determin. No ar. 
rangements will be made for reduced railway or 
hotel rates. 

The object of the American Secular Union, as ir 
well known, is to secure the total separation of 
church and state in fact and in form, to the end tbat 
equal rights in religion, genuin morality in politics. 
and freedom, virtue, and brotherhood be established, 
protected, and perpetuated. While we unite on what 
is commonly known as the Nine Demands of Secu- 


larism, we propose to emphasize the following at the- 


coming Oongress: 

1. The equitable taxation of church property in 
common with other property. 

2. The total discontinuance of religious instruction 
and worship in the public schools, and especially the 
reading of any Bible. 

3. The repeal and prevention of all laws enforce- 
ing the observance of Sunday as a religious institu- 
tiov, rather than an economic one, justified by physi- 
ological and other secular reasons. 

4. The cessation of all appropriations of the public 
funds for educational and charitable institutions of 
- a Aectarian character. 

The American Secular Union is strictly unsectarian 
and non-partisan in both religion and politics, but 
will use any and all. honorable means to secure its 
objecta as above stated. It is not either publicly or 
privately committed to the advancement of any sys- 
tem of religious belief or disbelief, but heartily wel- 
comes all persons of whatever faith to its member- 
ship on the basis of “no union of church and state.” 
The word. "secular" is here used in its broadest 
Sense, as applied to the state and not to any system 
of religion or philosophy. i 

To discuss these questions in an orderly and 
friendly manner, and to devise ways snd means to 
promote these objects, let us come together at this 
Congress as Freethinkers, Materialists, Spiritualists, 
Unitarians, Universalists, Free Religionists, Quakers, 
Progressiv Jews, and Liberal Obristians, and, laying 
aside our peculiar views on religious questions, unite 
as American citizens on the one broad platform of no 
union of church and state, and the complete admin- 
istration of our secular government on purely secular 

principles. : 

The National Reform Association, having for its 
object the establishment of Obristianity as the 
religion of the state by constitutional enactment ; the 
American Sabbath Union, working for the enforce- 
ment, by Jegisletion, of the Jewish and Puritanic 
Sabbath on our free citizens ; the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union, indorsing the platforms and 
policy of both these organizations; the churches, 
both Oatholic and Protestant, insisting through 
their. ecclesiastical bodies upon the complete exemp- 
tion of church property from just taxation, as well 
as upon the appropriation of public money for 
religious schools and other sectarian institutions 3 
all these, and many others which might be mentioned, 
are imperiling our constitutional liberties, Every 
true Liberal and patriot, whether men or woman, 
should feel called upon to sid in organizing an 
effectiv opposition to these nefarious schemes, 

All who work for religious liberty are welcome to 


| the coming Congress of the American Secular Union 


in the City of Brotherly Love. R. B. WESTBRCOK, 
President American Secular Unicn. 
Attest: Ina O. CRADDOCR, 
Oorr. Sec, American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, Sept: 16, 1891. 


Friends, will you send in your contributions to 


help make this Congress & success? Remember that 


every dollar invested in this Congress will come back 
to you with interest, in the surer protection of your 
freedom from the eneroachments of church bigots, 


as it brings tze cause for which we are all working 


total separation of church and state—prominently 
before the people. All contributions, however small, 
will be gladly received and acknowledged by the 
secretary, Iva C. CRADDOck. 

Office S. E. corner Broad and Columbis avenue, 
Philadelphia. 


— — 
The Secular Union’s Monthly Report. 


SUBSORIPTIONS RECEIVED AUGUST, 1891. 

Samuel H. Galton and wife, Philadelphia . $ 2 00 

M. Reiman, Chicago. . eere ecce e e eee eren ete rettet 10 00 

Geo. Stephens, Moline, III., $10; also $2 50 for two 

copies Prize Manual.“ . . 12 50 

Wm. Smith, Geneva, N. Y., Prize Manual" .......... 

J O Bentley, Philadelphia. . . . "— 

8. R. Shepherd, Leavenworth, Kan . ee 

Alfred O. Hicks, Long Branch. N. J., $1 for member. 

ship; $8 for pamphlets .... . . 

Ulysses Tanner, Cannon Falls, Minn 

-Sundry pamphlets . q. nta 
8. L. Hogan, Ben Hur, Cal. q eere enne 

BROULAR PENNY FUND. ] 

Ralph Taylor, Cincinnati........................ oon 

John R Newton, Norwich, N. X.. . . 

Mrs. L. P. Langley and friends, Santa Barbara, Cal; 

D. P. Beery, Moline, Ill; S. H. S., Omaha; 

W. H. Eastman, San Francisco; Gustav Eddin- 

ger, Indianapolis; W. E Tobey, Little Rock, 


Ark.; $1 each. . . . . 
J. O. Loop, Clay Centre, Kan . . 85 
A Friend. Los Angeles, Cal. . . . . . 56 


Mrs. H. Bohda, Martinsburg, W. Va; Grandchildren 
of Louis Wolfes, Martinsburg; Mrs. Susan 
Reichester, Valley Falls, Kan; Mrs. S. L. 
‘Woodard, husband and family, Golden Eagle, 
Ill; 50 cents each. .. . ͥ : 


Chas. Converse, 25 cents; Jefferson Abbott, 2 cents; 

Mrs. Effie Weed, 5 cents; Miss Bertha Weed, 

4 centa, G. W. Smith, 5 cents ; all of N. Huron, 
at E ee 42 
Anonymous, Oakland, Cal . . eccesso eee ee cet 26 
A. W. Tucker, N. Waterborough, Maine. . . 28 


25 cents each. . . 1 75 
A. W. Dellquest, Meadville, Pa.; John Petty, Santa 
Monica, Cal.; 24 cents each. . 48 
John Sprague, E Milton, Mass.; L. J. Moulder, Shel- 
tonville, Ga.; 20 cents each... . . 40 
Mrs. W. S. Ketchum, Fennville, Mich., 15 cents; Wm. 
Barker, Millwood, O; 14 cents . 29 


J. Gorton and friends, N. Y.; W. 8. Galloway, Han- 
kins, N. T.; J. O. Fullerton. Butler, Pa.; Mrs. 
Isabel Dunn, Keithsburg, Ill ; E. H. Dunham, 
Providence, R. I; Mrs. Sarah Drake, Bloom- 
ington, III.; Thomas Woodring, Waverly, Ia; 
E. B. Varney, Lowell, Mass; N. D. Green, 
Waverly, Pa; Wilbur Mosena, Burlington, Ia.; 
Mrs. Mattie Schoonmaker, Cocos, Fla.; Wilson 
Duncan, Council Bluffs; John Hart, Luzerne, 
N. Y.; 10 cents each . 

Thad. G. Springer and Geo. T. Springer, 5 cents each 

August Wagner, Fred W. Poedt, W. S. Golden, Wade 
Sperry, D. R. Thompson, 8. Headley, W. E. 
Dodds, Charles Cowles, S. D. Thompson, E. T. 
Dalbey, all of Hamburg, Ia.; 1 cent each......... 

Jas. G. Sanders, Bismarck, Dak. . . . è 

J. H. Cook, Columbus, Kan.; Mrs. M. Goodrich, 
Yorkville, III.; W. S. Andres, Portsmouth, O.; 
Mrs. Emma Rader, Boonton, N. J; 5 cents each 


$57 69 
F. C. MeNDe, Treasurer American Secular Union. 


— . Eà—ü—ͥ 
About Pamphlets. 
From California oomes the following: 


Please send me . - some Flag and Pansy leaflets. I 
think they are splendidly adapted for missionary work. 
With them conversation on these subjects can be opened 
with persons that could not hav been approached otherwise. 

Referring to a package of assorted pamphlets 
sent him from this office, the writer says: 

The ‘‘Church Taxation” and “Bible in Schools” pam- 
phlets I think are the strongest arguments against the 
encroachments by the church. . . . I hav other pam- 
phlets treating on these subjects, but I like Dr. Westbrook's 
best, they being written in the most convincing way. 

This letter is but one of many which praise ihe 
efficiency of the three missionary pamphlets which 
the American Secular Union has so far been able to 
issue. The question now before the executiv com. 
mittee is: Shall we continue to issue and circulate 
these valuable missionary tracts, or shall we allow 
them to fall into innocuous desuetude, through lack 
of funds? 

If our old stand-by members will take the trouble 
to look up the published list of contributions for 
the past two months, they will find that a large pro- 
portion of the money has come in for the Secular 
Penny Fund and in small amounts. Aud of these 


| common foe. 


Penny Fund contributions a large proportion comes 
from an entirely new constituency—the Spiritualistio 


—who hav been interested in our work through the 


columns of a leading Spiritualist journal. Spiritual 
ists, as a class, are wide-awake, thoroughly tolerant 
Liberals, and we find them willing and eager to affili- 
ate with the American Secular Union in its work of 
state Secularization. We trust that our activ Athe- 
ist and Materialist friends to whom this article is 
especially addressed will show themselvs equally ss 
wide awake to the opportunity now presented for the 
affiliation of the Liberals of two such widely differ- 
ing isms, in behalf of the cause so dear to both—the 
cause of religious liberty. a! 

The past year has seen scores of earnest appeals, 
through the columns of Tae Tesora Serrer, Investi- 
gator, Freethought, and Secular Thought, tor a 
widespread organization of Liberals against the 
The corresponding secretary of the 
American Secular Union has not been slow to appre- 
ciate this need of organization, if we are ever to 
accomplish anything for state Secularization ; and all 
through the oppressiv heat of the dog.d&ys she has 
worked away patiently and hopefully, seeking to 


interest a new constituency in our work. Had our 


old stand-bys in the cause come forward with their 
usual annual donations she could hav accomplished 
far more than she has. As it is, she has been obliged 
to stint the pamphlets sent out, and, in more than 
one case, to decline sending them, owing to the 
necessity of husbanding the littie store. now on hand 
in our office. Still, with what resources she has had 
at her command, she has succeeded in interesting a 
considerable number of our Spiritualist friends ; and 
she now sets forth this result, imperfect as it neces- 
sarily is, in the hopes that those who see this article 
will come forward and strengthen her hands in the 
good work of bringing the soldiers in the two diverse 
camps of Spiritualism and Materialism into one com- 
mon fighting army—the army of the American Secu- 
lar Union—pledged to fight for freedom for us all. 

The Secular Penny Fund has accomplished much, 
and it grows from week to week. But it is too early- 
as yet for us to depend upon this as our only finan- 
cial resource. We need contributions from our 
wealthy Liberals, in amounts of $10, $25, $50, or 
$100, if the American Secular Union is to be tided 
safely over the present fiscal year. Our store of 
pamphlets, as we hav already said, is quite low, and 
we hav no money to print a new supply. Moreover, 
we need money for envelopes, postage, office expenses, 
eic. It is a shame, a shame, that we hav to turn a 
deaf ear so often to appeals for pamphlets from lack 
of funda. Lea x 

How far that little candle throws his beams, 

Bo shines a good deed in a naughty world.- 
And so shines the light from every American Secular 
Union pamphlet that is sent out from this cffice, illu- 
minating the surrounding night of church bigctry, 
and preparing the eyes of those sitting in that dark- 
ness for that greater light—the full dawn of mental 
freedom—for whose speedy advent evéry true Free- 
thinker devoutly yearns and works. Dear friends, 
will you not one and all do your share in helpirg 
the secretary send out not only hundreds, but thou- 
sands of these little twinkling lights into the mental 
darkness which lies like a pall over our fair land! 

We trust that this appeal will be promptly 
responded to by such of our old stand-bys as hav 
not yet come forward this year to help us. And let 
no one hesitate because he feels that he cannot giv 
as much this year as last. If you-ean giv much, let 
us hav it; but if “times are hard” with you this 
year, the columns of the Secular Penny Fund ought 
to show you, without any argument on our part, 
what can be accomplished by numerous donations of 
even small amounts. To print aud iseue pamphlets 
money is absolutely necessary; we cannot possibly 
do it on the wind. Oome, friends. Now that the 
heat and worry of the dog-days are over and we are 
settling down for winter business, let us hear from 
you promptly regarding this matter. Let us be 
able to show at our fall congress that during the 
past year at least the American Secular Union has 
not existed in vain. Help the ‘secretary in her 
attempts to enlist all Liberals under the one standard 
which we all honor whatever our differing isms—the 
banner on whose folds is emblazoned the motto, 
“No union of church and state. Ina O. Onappoox, 

Corr. Sec. American Secular Union. 
P —R — ̃ — — 
A Large Family. 

Eprrog Trura SEEKER: I inclose by postal note twenty- 
six cents to apply to the Penny Fund. Two cents for myself 
and wife, five cents for my children who are living, sixteen 
cents for my grandchildren, and three cents for my great- 
grandchildren. Quite a family, but I expect to be besten by 
others in number. l WX. Harr. 

— — — 

We will furnish free sample pages —pictures and 
text—of the Freethinkers Pictorial Text- Bock to 
any friend who will distribute them where they will 
do good, and to anyone who will become a selling 
agent a liberal discount will be made. A Freethinker 
of good address, man or woman, out of work, could 
make good salary selling this book in any town of 
fairly Liberal inhabitants. 
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My Lecture Trip. 


Leaving New York on Saturday evening by the 


Western express, I reached Pittsburgh on Sunday 


morning after a tedious ride of thirteen and a half 


hours; When daylight. broke and I was sroused 
from my sleep, I found myself just a few miles east 
of Johnstown, Pa., where the noted flood occurred 


a few years ago. As I passed this picturesque little 


town I thonght of the awfal disaster that befell it on 
that fateful day, and my mind naturally wandered 
to the poor sufferers that were overcome by it, and 
at once the question arose within my mind, Where 
was the deity at the fime these human beings were 
struggling for life in that seething torrent of waters?“ 
And a small voice within me seemed to say, * Up in 
ihe gallery with the rest of the Gods, instead of 
taking his part in the great drama of life.“ 

Ein route-I passed: several small villages whose 
inhabitants were. utilizing the bounties with which 
nature had provided them, and were lighting their 
streets with the natural gas, which is very beautiful 


in these districts. I mention this because it was a} 


curiosity to me, coming as I did direct from the 
great. metropolie. Reaching Pittsburgh on Sunday 
morning I soon found myself with Liberal friends, 
and they welcomed me very cordially indeed. My 
lecture, the first on my trip, was delivered before a 
very fair audience, considering that this was the firet 
meeting of the season. There were a goodly sprink- 
‘ling of ladies, for which I congratulate the Pitta- 
burgh Secularists, for when our friends can realize 
that these are the mothers of the great human 
family they will then begin to understand how 
necessary it is to make an effort to secure their 
attendance at our meetings—and above all, when 
we find ourselvs confronted with the fact that 
women form nearly, if not all, of the church mem- 
bership. I made many new friends in Pittsburgh, 
and was pleased to meet with such doughty old 
champions of. Freethought as Roman Staley, Herry 
Hoover, W. -Barker, and others. My visit to the 
smoky city will ever be. associated with pleasant 
memories. I resumed my journey westward on 
Tuesday morning en route tor Millersburg, O., my 
next place to lecture. Owing to a delay of four and 
* half hours, it was midnight ere I reached my 
destination. ‘Though late was the hour, I was met 
at the depot by friends who immediately tock mo to 
comfortable quarters at the Central Hotel, kept by 
a J. A. Gouser, a jolly old Freethinker. Millers- 
burg is a pretty little agricultural district of two 
thoüsand inhabitants, and has a large Liberal ele- 
ment, but so cruel is the vengeance of society upon 


those who refuse to worship its fetiches that many. 


feel compelled in a great measure to restrain their 
_true feelings, and as everywhere else I found an 
honest and faithful few who would willingly move 


heaven and earth to effect a spirited advocacy of. 


their principles. One of these I must mention, J. 
. Obevellard ; also E. F. Besancon, Solilling, and J. A. 
Gouser. Millersburg could accomplish good Liberal 
work had it but one good local speaker who 
would be espable of entertaining an audience. I 
delivered two lectures here, which were fairly well 
attended considering the size of the town and that 
it has seven churches to support. Personally I was 
well pleased with my efforts here. On again by the 
first train Saturday morning for Shreve, my next 
halting-ground. I was at once taken charge of by 
V. D. Manson, and as my lecture did not take place 
until the evening, I spent the afternoon visiting my 
flock; but alas, there was no cold chicken. Shreve 
is another of those agricultural towns for which 
this part of Ohio is noted. It has a population just 
“one-half of Millersburg, but has a larger and more 
courageous Liberal element. My lectures had been 
well advertised; although, with that truly Obristian 
method of argument, our posters were torn down as 
fast as they were put up. The local friends next 
resorted to dodgers as a mode of advertisment, 
with which the town was abundantly supplied, the 
general result of which was a large and enthusiastic 


said; and thus my first lecture in Shreve met with 
unbounded success. The local parsons had been 
cordially invited to attend the lectures. They ac- 
cepted and promised sure to be there; but promises 
were all we got, for they made themselvs consp:cu- 
ous by their absence. Sunday I was down for two 
lectures at 3 and 7 pu. respestivly. They were 
well attended, the hall being crowded to excess at 
night. I am pleased to say that Shreve is pretty 
free from being priest-ridden, thanks to the praise- 
worthy zeal of V. D. Manson and his co-workers. 
All hail to Shreve for its efforts toward Seculariam. 
I shall expect to hear great things from here yet. 
They hav. splendid opportunities before them. 
These well utilized will place them on a sure founda- 
tion for our future. Monday morning I was driven 
to Nashville, a distance of seven miles from here, in 
a buggy, across country, where I shall deliver two 
lectures on Monday and Tuesday evenings respect- 
ivly. I am still open for engagements to lecture 


. or debate during the latter part of October and 
November. Friends in Iowa and Nebraska desiring 


my services are requested to address me in.eare of 
E. A. Stevens, 498 West Madison street, Chicago. 
Josan R. CHARLESWORTH., 
— e —U—— 


Lecture Notes. 


I am on the eve of my departure from this little 
town of Da Bois for Pittsburgh. I hav given the 
first Freethought lectures here to rather indifferent 
audiences. The place boasts of eleven churches, 


and a population of six thousand heads (no souls). 
The church controls everything. A few Liberals 
some months ago concluded to hav s number of Rad- 
leal lectures and Mr. W. I. Ki k wrote to me when I 
was on my way to New York, but I could not then 
make arrangements, but promised to come here in 
| September. 


Although there are many preachers 
here, and they were all invited to attend the lectures, 
I think there was only one who put in an appearence, 


and he did not attempt to make any reply to my 
‘lectures, although a cordial invitation was given for 


the clergy to_reply. 

I was very sumptuously entertained by the veteran 
Freethinker James Hine and his family. Mr. Hine 
is an outspoken Liberal, and is known all over the 
country as such. He gave the use of his Opera 
House free, and made every effort to make the lect- 
ures a success. I met & number of good Liberals 
who not only greeted me with a hearty handshake 
but also went down info their pockets for the mate- 
risl comfort that sends the lecturer on to the next 
place. Among the number of these are, Messrs. W. 
I. Kirk, James Hire, A. Miller, Thos. Borings, Jo- 
seph Kik, Herman Shafer, Dr. New, and several 
others whose names I cannot now recall. 

I made an urgent appeal for subscribers for Tax 


Truru Serxer and Jnvestigator, but with not much 
success. 
taken here, but there sre quite a few men who are 
able to take one or both papers who take neither of 
them, and yet claim to be Freethinkers of the first 
water. 
needed just now is to hav our rank and file Liberals 
turn over à new leaf ard subscribe for Tux TRUTH 


It is true that both these grand papers are 


I think that one of the greatest reforms 


Szrxrn* or Investigator. 
Du Bois, Pa, Sept. 12, 1891. 
[*Better make it Tag, Turn SEEKER. It’s got more pict- 
ures in it. —Ep. T. S.) . 
— — — — 
Josephus and the Old Testament. 
The article of J. E. Ramsburg, in & recent issue 
of Taz TavrH Sxxxxs, on the death of Jehosaphat, 


W. S. Betz. 


is good, yet it is but one of the many arguments 
addueible to show conclusivly that the scripture: 
record is not perfect or reliable, and therefore not 


divine revelation. Whatever hypotheses Christians 


may invent to satisfy the demands of reason for. 


precision and consistency, are wholly gratuitous, 
out of order, and as the lawyer would object, “ in- 
competent, irrelevant, and immaterial.” 


revelation be perfect or imperfect is beyond the 


province of the human mind to judge. Whether it, 
be comprehensible or incomprehensible, whether it. 
be the power of God unto salvation or a stumbling- 


block, it must remain immutably the same, even as 


ibat sre written in this book. And if any msn 
shall take away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the, 
book of life.“ Nor is the ides of human interpreta- 
tion at all admissible. If it is not witkin itself an 
irrefragable power of conviction, it is no revelation. 
The saying of Christ, Ye do err not knowing the 


scriptures,” negativs the assumption of a divine 
revelation as surely as the dependent is a condition 


below the absolute. Belief is entirely another mat- 
ter, without authority to dictate what im fact, and 
without prerogativs beyond an equality with unbe- 


lief. 
audience, who listened very attentivly to what was 


In Mr. Remsburg’s article he attests the fect that 
Christians esteem Josephus one of their important 
authorities, and shows that the time given by 
him from the death of Ahab to the captare of the 
ten tribes “forbids the idea of any interregnum.” 
This happens to be irue in this instance and suits 
his purpose; but in comparing Josephus with seript- 
ure chronology from the accession of Jeroboam to 
the death of Ahab we do not find the same agree- 
ment. He says that from the death of David to the 
death of Ahab was 163 years, from which if we sub- 
tract the reign of Solomon, 40 years, we get 123 
years from Solomon to the death of Ahab, but from 
the beginning of Jeroboam’s reign to the death of 
Ahab by the seripture record was but 84 years. I 
am awsra that Josephus says (Ant., bk. viii, chap. 7, 
geo, 8) that Solomon reigned 80 years, which, if true, 
would corroborate the scripture time; but 1 Kings 
xi, 42, and 2 Ohror. ix, 30, say that Solomon’s reign 
was 40 years; so it makes no difference to me which 
horn of the dilemma is taken, 28 my purpose is to 
show that Josephus not only does not corroborate 
the scriptures, but also that he was but a very in- 


There is. 
no relation between the finite and the ir finit that; 
ean justify any other conclusion. Whether our, 


different believer in the Bible. He further says that 
Solomon was 94 years old when he died, while script- 
ure authority give us but 58 as his age at death. 
We algo infer from Josephus that the sins of Solomon 
began early in his reign, while cur priests tell us 
differently, notwithstanding the fact that one of his 
first acts was to violate that sacred law by marrying 
the daughter of Pharaoh an Egyptian. 

Josephus says that Joash, king of Israel, was a 


-good man, and in his disposition was. not at all like 
‘his father; while scripture says of him, And he 


did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord’; he 
departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, who made Israel sin; but he walked 
therein.” The commentator, who acknowledges this 


direct contradiction,” himself flies into the face of 
seripture with an attempted explanation, when he 


says, It is moat likely that he was at first a wicked 


king, and afterward was reclaimed, and became a. 


good one.” Such utter straits are Christians driven 


to whenever it is necessary to deal with tho testi- 


monies of the world. Jcsephus says the number of 
pedigreed Jews over twelve years old that returned 
from Babylon to Jerusalem under the proclamation 
of Cyrus was 4 628,000; the Bible says it was but 
42 360. Josephus claims that in the contract be- 
tween Saul and David for Michal, the consideration 
was 600 heads of the Philistines instead of 100 
foreskins. Josephus positivly asserts that those 
midwives were Egyptians instead of Israelites, as our 
Bible givs it, upon which the reverend commentator 
says, “Which is very probable,” and then adds, 
* Josephus must hav had much completer copies of 
the Pentateuch than ours to write from. 

Great heavens! Is it possible that we hav gotten 
the wrong Bible? and the one withal that has the 


least show of probability ? 


In Josephus against Apion we find him in a rage 
that runs away with his discretion. The bone of 
contention is mostly over the question as to who 
the Israelites were; and the frantic criminations and 
pueril retorts of Josephus are not at all in keeping 
with the cool candor and gentlemanly demeanor 
that should characterize the ‘writing of one who 
feels secure in the integrity of his cause and incon- 
trovertible arguments. He charges against Manetho 
that his Amenophis is utterly a fictitious king, and 
tries thus to brush away the groundwork of a story 
that is far from creditable to the Jews. To read this 
with implicit confidence in what Josephus says one 
would be shocked at the impudence and lying 
resorted to by both Apion and Manetho ; but a little 
investigation compels the more conservativ and 


| reasonable man to withhold his censure; for lo! 


in the encyclopedia we find three Egyptian kings of 
that very name; and again in Rollin we find that 
one of these was.the Pharaoh of the exodus, which 
sgrees with Manetho, the Egyptian historian. 

In the days of Josephus, perhaps more than now, 
there was policy in piety, and in his case I am 
inclined to think tke policy part of his religion 
largely predominated, however pious he may be said 
to hav been. Being a Jew of the proudest sect, he 
was ambitious to make the record of Israel a matter 
of honor and applavse throughout the history of 
his race, and scrupled not at appropriating any facts 
that could be converted to this end and ignoring 


the revelator bas said, “If any man sball add unto, every Lemenning tenure DIM soaa ae 


these things, God shall add unto him the plagues; 


or beaten down. Josephus was not careful as to 
what degree of violence he did the Mosaic narrativ 
of the scjourn in Egypt and the exodus, in assuming 
ihat the Hykshos were the Israelites. To this end 


he was willing to sacrifice every miracle of Moses if 
need be and every providence of God that could not 


be reconciled to his theory. In confirmation of 
such a view let me atk what possible motiv, other 
than to prepare the way for identically such a 
necessity, could ever hav prompted those dubious 
passages that for place and application are exactly 
where they should be. To wit: At the end of Bk. 3 
he says, But ss to these matters let everyone take 
them as ke sees fit.” Bk. 4, chap. 6, sec. 13, “ But 
let everyone think of these matters as he pleases ;” 
and at the end of Bk. 10, “Now as to myself, I 
hav so described these matters as I hav found them 
and read them; but if anyone is inclined to another 
opinion about them, let him enjoy bis different senti- 
ments without any blame from me.” Surely an 
incorruptible honesty and an unsbaken sincerity 
never could be suspected of such criminal liberality 
under a regime so exact and exacting sa that attrib- 
uted to the Jews. 

There are other such paesagec—one following the 
Red gea narrativ, and another after the episode of 
Jonah and the whale. Some encyclopedias state that 
these two miracles were not believed by Josephus. 
Upon whatever grounds such claim is based, they are 
cumulativ evidence in favor of my position. 

I cannot understand how the Antiquities of Jose- 
phus can be esteemed valuable testimony in behalf 
of Christianity. O. Puram. 

Marquette, Kan. : 


ee a 


Senp for catalog of our publications. 
on application. 


Sent free 
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We hope that whenever a Freethinker sees an 
article in his local paper in favor of opening the 
World's Fair on Sundays he will mark it and 
send a copy to Benjamin Butterworth, secretary 
Board of Directors of World's Fair, Rand. 
McNally building, Chicago, Til., and to John T. 
Dickinson, secretary National Commission of 
World's Fair, and the same address. Let us make 
a vigorous and persistent fight in this matter. Our 
efforts must not slacken till the final decision is 
made, which may not be till 1898. 


——— . —äñũ 
Notice Regarding the Secular Union Congress. 

Now that the Congress of the American Secular 
Union is called Mr. W. S. Andres desirés us to say 
that some time during the meeting he will present 
for adoption a general revision of its constitution. 
We understand that Mr. John R. Charlesworth also 
will, if his lesturing engagements permit him to be 
there, present some amendments to the organic basis 
of the Union. 

From the tone of the Oall of the Board of Direct- 
ors we judge that they expect the business to be 
transacted quickly. This is well, yet the delegates 
might well expend some time in discussing how best 
to further the objects of the Union by some practical 
work. There is less need of changing thé constitu- 
tion than there is of doing something under the old 
one. 

We hope that the Liberals of the country will 
numerously attend the Oongress. These annual 
meetings are pleasant affairs and many lasting friend- 
ships hav been formed at them. It is good to get 
together, even if we do differ on almost every question 
brought up. 

Work to Do. 

The question of Sunday opening or closing of the 
World’s Fair will be settled by the local board of 
directors conjointly with the federal commission. 
This latter body will, we believe, unless death inter- 
venes, be the same in 1893 as now; but the local 
board is elected each year, and consequently there 
are two elections to take place before the board 
which has the final power is chosen. Any action 
taken now might be reversed then. 

It is probable that the two bodies will defer action 
on this matter until the year of the opening. It is 
therefore of great importance that a constant press- 
ure be brought to bear upon the various local 
boards and especially upon the federal commission, 
that when the time comes for deciding there shall be 
no doubt ag to what is the real public sentiment in 
the matter. 

The American Sabbath Union, aided by the clergy 
of the country, will exert such-preesure in favor of 
Sunday closing. The Liberals of the country should 
be sure that the Sabbath Union is opposed effectivly. 


Christianity’s Theory of Insani 

This news comes from England : 

** Since the discussion among the doctors upon the value 
of music as an agent for convalescence, a guild of Saint 
Cecilia has been established in London, with the aim of 
training musicians to soothe a patient’s nerves with music, 
under the direction of the physicians. Every member must 


» | possess a sweet, gentle Voice and delicate execution.” 


In Mohammedan countries music was employed as 
a remedial agent in mental diseases many centuries 
ago. Obristian lands recently, upon casting away 
the cures of insanity-by supernatural means, adopted 
that instrumentality as a valuable auxiliary. Now, 
we see, they are extending its application to general 
cases of nervous irritation. In treatment of this 
class of troubles Ohristianity has an infamous record, 
while Mohammedaniem boasts of a career calling for 
the highest praise. In the seventh century Oaliph 
Omar protected and encoursged the eciextific 
investigation of insanity by Paul of gina. Since 
then the Mohammedans hav uniformly treated 
mental disease with comfortable and commodious 
quarters and gentle care, and hav secured a very 
considerable number of cures. In the fifteenth 
century visitors to Moslem lands returned with 
suggestions of improvement which in Spain and Italy 
produced temporarily the only amelioration in Obris- 
tian handling of mental disease that occurred during 
ten centuries. Even in 1789 John Howard found 
in Constantinople a better insane asylum than the 
great St. Luke’s Hospital in London. The Christian 
method in treatment of mental derangement was so 
atrocious as to deserve a description of some length. 

The medical investigators of Greece and Rome, 
pursuing natural lines of inquiry and unblinded by 
supernaturalism, early obtained correct notions of 
mental alienation. In the fifth century before 
Obrist Hippocrates asserted madness to be simply 
disease of the brain. In the first century after 
Ohrist, Aref eus developed this idem by skilful 
investigations. In the second century Sorenus and 
Galen made further advances. In the third century 
Oelius Aurelianus achieved yet nobler results. He 
laid down that the only line of treatment on which 
zures could be expected must be gentle and kind. 
La the sixth century Alexander of Tralles presented 
still more fruitful researches, and taught how to 
deal with melancholia. - 

But with the development of Christianity all these 
wise teachings were relegated to obscurity, all these 
lines of progress were checked. A notion that mad- 
ness is possession by Satan or his devils became an 
undoubted church doctriv. In the apostolic times 
no belief had been more faithfully received. The 
early fathers and doctors universally accepted it. 
Michael Psellus in his Treatis on Demons” pre- 
sents two main postulates—first, that we know from 
scripture that demons suffer by material fire and 
brimstone, and hence they must hav material bodies ; 
second, that since all demons sre by nature cold, 
they gladly seek to warm their material bodies by 
entering the warm flesh of men. Scripture was 
with all writers the great arsenal of weapons in 
defense of the theory. Oitations were made cf 
such cases in the Old Testament as the evil spirit 
in Saul, and in the New Testament as the nu- 
merous castings out of devils. Among the many 
texts the ones most often adduced were Matt. 
viii, 28, and Luke x, 17. For the vse of fetiches 
in driving out evil spirits, sanction was shown 
in the account of the cures worked by touch- 
ing the garments of St. Paul, in Acts xix, 12. It was 
held that devils entered into beasts as well as into 
men; and objectors were met with references to the 
entrance of Sztan into the serpent in Eden, to the 
transformation of Nebuchadnezzar, and to the cast- 
ing of devils into swine by Ohrist. 

For a time the chief evil flowing from this belief 
was the perversion of investigation from the true 
source of insanity. Nothing was done in the way of 
positiv injury to the sufferer. The treatment con- 
sisted of holy water, sanctified ointments, the breath 
or spittle of a priest, the touching of relics, visits to 
holy places, and mild forms of exorcism. Before 
long, however, this system was changed. There 
grew up a belief that Satan could be driven from 
men’s bodies by cruelties to the sufferers. It was 
thought that cruelty to madmen was punishment of 
the devil within them. Oontinual reference to the 
s&cred writings supported the dectrin that most of 
the insane were possessed by the devil and many were 
in lesgue with him, hence tormenting<lunatics was 


‘did unto Sisera! 


merely torturing Satan or his confederates. The 
admonitions to gentle treatment of the great pagan 
and Moslem physicians were forgotten. Often 
the sfilioted person was first scourged, that the evil 
one might be whipped out of him; and if this failed 
to eject the diabolical tenant the most dreadful 
forms of torture were brought into requisition. The 
few noble physicians who dared to protest were 
silenced, and the treatment of the insane fell alto- 
gether into the hands of the ecclesiastic, the jailer, 
the torturer, and the executioner. 

One form of insanity received especial severity of 
dealing. This was that species of delusion in which 
the affected individual believes himself a divine 
person. In cccasional cases such persons luckily 
chanced to fall heir to reverent usage—as we now 
see some self. elevated Ohrists worshiped while 
others are locked up. Sometimes these fortunate per- 
sons had sainthood conferred upon them; instances 
are St. Francis of Assisi and St. Catherine in Italy, 
St. Bridget in Sweden, St. Theresa in Spain, St. 
Mary Alsccque in France, and Louise Lateau in 
France. These worthies were all lunatice, and can- 
onized because their lunacy took tbe shape of 
imaginations that they were holy creatures. In 
general, however, persons under this species of delu- . 
sion were hardly dealt with, and often burnt alive. 

Quaint details of the exorcisms hav been raked 
out of the must of the past by Ex President White 
of Cornell University. He relates that “sa funda- 
mental premis in the fully developed exorciem was 
that, according to sacred scripture, a main character- 
istic of Satan is pride. Pride led him to rebel—for 
pride he was cast down ; therefore the first thing to 
do, in driving him out of a lunatic, was to strike a 
fatal blow at this pride—to disgust him. 

“This theory was carried out logically, to the letter. 
The treatises on the subject simply astound one by 
their wealth of epithets—-blasphemous and obscene 
—which it was allowable for the exorcist to use in 
casting out devils. The ‘Treasury of Exorcisms’ 
contains hundreds of pages packed with the vilest 
epithets which the worst imagination could invent 
for the purpose of overwhelming the e 
Satan. 

“Some of these decent enough to be printed in 
these degenerate days are as follows: 


„Thou lustful and stupid one, . . . thou lean sow, 
famin-stricken and most impure, . . . thou wrinkled 
beast, thou mangy beast, thou beast of all beasts the most 
beastly, . . . thou mad spirit, . thou bestial 
and foolish drunkard, . most greedy wolf 
most abominable whisperer, . . thou sooty spirit from 
Tartarus! . I cast thee down, O Tartarean boor, 


into the infernal kitchen! Loathsome cobbler, . . 
dingy collier, . . filthy sow (scrofa stercorata), . . . 
perfidious boar, . . . envious crocodile, . . . mal- 
odorous drudge, . . . wounded basilisk . . . rust- 
colored asp, swollen toad, entangled : 


spider, . . . lousy wineherd (porcarie pedicose), . . 
lowest of the low, . . - cudgeled ass,’ etc. 


* But, in addition to this attempt to diegust Satan's 
pride with blackguardism, there was another to scare 
him with tremendous words. For this purpose, 
great, sounding names, from Hebrew and Greek, of 
the deity were imported, such as Acharon, Eheye, 
Schemhamphora, Tetragrammaton, Homousion, Ho 
Theos, Athsnatos, Ischiros, Eoodes, and the like. 

“Efforts were also made to drive him out with 
filthy and rank-smelling drugs; and, among those 
which can be mentioned in a printed article, we may 
name asafetida, sulphur, squills, eto., which were to 
be burnt under his nose. 

“Still further to plague him, pictures of the devil 
were to be spat upon, trampled under foot by peo- 
ple of low condition, and sprinkled with foul com- 
pounds. : 

“Besides these, were long litanies of billingsgate, 
cursing, and threatening. One of these ‘ d 
exorcisms runs partly as follows: 

„% May Agyos strike thee, as he did Egypt, with frogs! 

. May all the devils that are thy foes rush forth upon 
thee, and drag thee down to hell! . May... 
Tetragrammaton . . . drive thee forth and stone thee, 
as Israel did to Achan! . . May the holy one trample 
on thee and hang thee up in an infernal fork, as was done 
to the five kings of the Amorites! . May God set a 
nail to your skull, and pound it in with a hammer, as Jael 
May Bother . . . 
break thy head and cut off thy hands, a8 was done to the 
cursed dragon! May God hang thee in a hellish yoke, a8 
seven men were hung by the sons of Saul!’ 


* And so on, through five pages of close-printed 
Latin curses. 
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*Oecessionally the demon is reasoned with, as 
follows: . f 

„O obstinate fly, accursed fly! . why. did you 
stop and hold back when you know that your strength is lost 
on Christ? For it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks ; 
and, verily, the longer it takes you to go, the worse it will go 
‘with you. Begone, then, take flight, thou venomous hisser, 
thou lying worm, thou begetter of vipers.’ ” 

The cruelty of the treatment had its inevitable 
effect in aggravation of the complaint, while the 
fanaticism and wildnesses attending it vastly increased 

the number of the affected. Terror of Satan and 
satanic seizure spread mental disorder, until we hear 
of convents, villages, and large tracts ravaged by 
epidemics of diabolical possession. 
cure particularly augmented the ranks of the 
s fflicted, and this was the treatment by great relig. 
ious processions. Troops of men and women, cry- 
ing, howling, imploring saints, beating themselv: 
with whips, visited sacred shrines, images, and places, 
in the hope of driving off the infernal legions. The 
effect was the seizure of added numbers by mental de- 
rangement. Monasteries and convents, particularly 
the latter, were especial hot-beds of brain disease. 


At the division of Ohristendom into two churches, 
each vied with the other in cure by exorcism. The 
Catholic used holy water and consecrated wax, while 
the Protestant employed scriptural texts and vehe- 
If a patient had been treated by the 
rival sect, the one into whose hands he next feli 
thought him needing holy offices worse than before; 
for each party regarded the opposit as a tool of 
Satan, and by Ohrist they had been informed that 


ment prayer. 


“no man can by Beelzebub cast out devils.” Esch 


church grounded its claims to divinity on the effi- 
The Jesuits of Vienna in 1583 
vaunted that they had cast out twelve thousand six 
hundred and fifty-two living devils. Ecclesiastical 
annals abound in boasts of these “mighty works.” 
The exorcism of a bishop of Beauvais was so power- 
ful that five devils surrendered a victim and signed 


cacy of its exorcisms. 


a document promising gocd behavior. 


As the throes of the Protestant Reformation 
enhanced in fierceness, insanity was spread by the 
terrible doubts besetting men’s minds that possibly 
they had made the fatal choice of a creed which 


was not true and that they would therefore be eter. 


nally tormented. In addition, mental aberration 
began to spring, Dr. White remarks, “among young 
women exposed to sundry fanstioal Protestant 


preachers: insanity, both temporary and permanent, 


was thus frequently developed among the Hugue- 
nots of France, and has been thus produced in 
America, from the days of the Salem persecution 


down to the camp meetings of the present time.” 


Presently the numbers of the deranged were so 
great that they could not be accounted for by the 
malice of Satan working unassisted; they were 
referred to the ‘growing numbers of “those human 
Thenceforward 
a dreadful persecution of witches raged. Congenital 
weak-mindedness, hysterie, or msdness served when- 
ever required to convict some neighbor of witeheraft. 


allies of Satan known as witches.” 


The drendfulness of the condition into which society 
was thrown swelled the numbers of the mad. 

A high modera authority states that, though 
the temporary stage of civilization into which we hav 
‘80 hurriedly rushed and to which we hav not grown 
accustomed increases insanity, the number sffected 
at present is far below that of the Oatholic and the 
Reformation periods. 

It will be remembered that during the Reforms- 
tion the faith in & personal devil became, under the 
inflaercs of Luther and Calvin, enhanced rather 
than weskened: Luther affirmed that insanity is 
caused by Satan, and exorcised the 2 ffl oted. Indeed, 
according to Luther, “Satan produces all the mal. 
adies that : ffl ot mankind." He had such a horror 
of idiocy, as of satanic origin, that on one occasion he 
recommended the killing of an idiotic child as the 
devil’s offspring. His favorit sanctioning text was 
that containing the query of St. Paul as to the be 
witching of the Galatians. Oalvin held with Lather, 
and enforced his belief with greater harshness. 
Wesley insisted, on the authority of the Old Test- 
ment, that bodily diseases are sometimes caused by 
devils, and, upon the authority of the New Teste 
ment, that the gods of the heathen were demons; he 
believed that dreams, while in some cases caused by 
bodily conditions and passions, are shown by script. 
nre to be also caused by occult powers of evil; he 
cites a physician to provo that “most lunatics are 


One mode of 


really demoniacs.” In his great sermon on “ Evil 
Angels,” he dwells upon this point especially; resists 
the idea that "possession" may be epilepsy, even 
though ordinary symptoms of epilepsy be present; 
protesis against “giving up to Infidels such 
proofs of an invisible world as sre to be found 
in diabolie possession," and evidently believes 
that some who hav been made hysterical by his 
own preaching are “ possessed of Satan.” 

At the revival of pagan learning and the spread of 
modern information a long and bitter contest waged 
between the clergy on one hand and medical men 
and thinkers on the other. At first the latter 
were forced to express themselvs covertly or mildly. 
Bekker for advancing a text from 2 Peter show- 
ing that the devils bad been confined by God and 
socould not be on earth doiag the imputed work, 
aarrowly escaped death. Oountless other out- 
apsakers lost their lives. But finally unmistak. 
able signs of a new era were shown. Iu 1672 six- 
teen men confined at Rouen to be burnt as sor- 
cerers were spared and ordered treated for mad- 
ness. In 1725 a French court physician, St. An- 
dre, published a work declaring “ demoniacal pos- 
session” to be lunacy. In 1768 the Parliament of 
Paris directed that possessed persons be considered 
simply insane. Germany and England followed in 
the same path. Yet insane asylums long remained 
cruel pisces where sufferers were chained in dark- 
ness and treated with whippings and starvation. 
Generations elapsed before insana patients were 
treated with the air, light, liberty, exercise, and en- 
couragement of mental action which alone can re- 
lieve, and which ware practiced by pagans before, 
and by Mohammedan: during, the horrible reign of 
Christianity. 


— — — — nes v 
What Roman Catholics Believe. 

Occasionally a Roman OCatholie will be heard, in 
conversation with an opponent of his church, declar- 
ing that that body does not teach him that all non- 
Oatholios are damned. It ie manifest that the 
Oastholic thus speaking is ashamed of the infamous 
doctrin. And there are now floating about in a few 
Oatbolie quarters loose notions of those palliations 
obtaining in the Protestant world—pretenses of 
probation after death and the like. One seeker of 
information on the actual Catholic belief asks the 
New York Sun three questions : 

**1, Does the church of Rome hold that its members to be 
saved must believe all the doctrina of the church ?” 

“Yes,” replies the journal. 

“2. Is it one of these doctrins that none who denies the 
supremacy of the pope of Rome can be saved?“ 

The reply is Yes ; and there is cited from a cate- 
chiam this: All those who wish to be saved must 
die united to the [Roman] Ostholic church, for out 
of her there is no salvation.” 

**8. Does, then, a Roman Catholic’s salvation depend, 
among other things, on his belief ia the damnation of the 
several hundred millions of Christians who are without the 
Roman church ?” 

The querier receives the cheerful intelligence: 
„Ves; he must believe whatever the church of Rome 
up to 1870 declared was its doctrin, and whatever 
the pope, since 1870, when he was declared infallible, 
has declared to be its docirin. Said Pope Pius IX : 
It is indeed of faith that no one can be saved out- 
side the apostolic Roman church ; that this church 
is the one ark of salvation; that he who has not 
entered it will perish in the deluge.’” Roman 
Catholics are irrevocably committed to this doctrin. 
Let none of the explainers-away who will some day 
be as numerous in the Oatholic church as now in the 
Protestant, deny or garble it unchallenged. 

And think what results in disposition to persecute 
must spring from the undoubting faith in this tenet 
of many millions of believers. 

Aud fancy the miserable fatuity and abominable 
presumption which would insult, tyrannizs, and 
damn every one of us who does not venerate each 
word of that heartless and dishonest Romish rogue 
Mr. Pecci which has been uttered since 1870, when 


he was declared infallib'e." - 
— db. a — 


Consequences of the Clergy’s Teachings. 
The Coiesgo Zimes judiciously remarks : 
„There are two sides to the question whether the Russian 


Jews now flocking jn great numbers to this country in con- 
sequence of the czars edict of expulsion should be denied 
admission to the United States under the law barring pauper 
immigrants. 
the word is not to be denied. Driven from their homes by 


That they are paupers in the literal sense of 


a cruel order that refused them time to realize upon the prop- 
erty they might hav, forced to travel hurriedly with no time 
for economies, plundered by rapacious guards, and obliged 
to throw away much of their household goods for lack of 
transportation facilities, they hav reached our shores literally 
stripped of their belongings. Yet few of these unhappy 
people are paupers from choice or because of their own 
fault. They are not impoverished because of habits of indo. 
lerce or thriftlessness. In no sense do they belong to the 
class against wnich the law in its spirit seeks to protect this 
country.” 

Bat we hav not the slightest expectation that auy 
discrimination in favor of these unfortunates will be 
made. It is, however, the religion which this nation 
supports—indesd, enforces—that is the cause of 
their misery. One unexperienced in the impossibil- 
ity of getting blood out of a stone might look to the 
Ohristian denominations of America for some action 
palliativ of the svuff-rings arising from the logical 
carrying out of the dicta of their religion. Why, it 
might be asked, do not the clergy at least make them: 
selvs notable in compunstion at fhis extreme appli- 
cation of the principles which they hav been recom- 
mending? Why do they not point out that such a 
consequence must inevitably attend zeal for their 
tenets when carried beyond a certain degree? Why 
do they not after this fearful instance content them- 
selvs with a moderate devoutness in their hearers, 
instead of continuing as heretofore to demand a 
sweeping conversion of this whole nation to an 
ardent devotion which wonld produce persecutions 
of heretics as dreadful ss the Russian? But these 
questions would be asked only by one deluded by the 
ecclesiastics into a belief that their desires are really 
for the good of mankind. Such is not the casa. 
Their desires are to secure power for themselva— 
luxury, mastership, ability to shut the hatefal con- 
tradictory mouth—snd to do this they would hesitate 
at no means. To do this they would willingly see 
nob only all the Jews in the Uaited States plundered 
and expelled slong with those of Russia, but every 
heretic on the rack and 8 witch-fire blazing on every 


hill. 
oo 


Editorial Notes. 

.CowwENDING the destruction of the manuscript of the 
Burton translation of the ‘‘ Arabian Nights," a writer, evi- 
dently Christian, says: The reading of lewd books is 
simply giving nutríment to a passion to which human nature 
is heir and which wil] finally take possession of the one who 
indulges in it.“ On the margin of the Journal, which bears 
the name of D P. Greely as subscriber, we find this perti- 
nent query: How about the Bible and the ‘Crimes of 
Preachers’?” It is a question which must occur to many. 


A pious brother has painted the board walk at Ocean 
Grove, N. J., with startling suggestions to the promenading 
sinner. At the same time an economical employee of the 
Camp Meeting Association has mended holes in the planks 
with the covers of boxes that once contained supplies of a 
fashionable brand of soap. Consequently the pedestrian 
reads at his feet in rapid succession the legends, ‘‘ Repent,” 
Fear God,” and ‘‘ Use Hippopotamus Soap.” This has 
shocked divers pietistic piddlers. Yet the Pentateuch con- 
sists of a quite similar mishmash of intermingled conjuriogs 
to godliness and exhortations to patronize the only original 
brand of hair oil, deal only at specified sacerdota! custom 
clothiers, and follow none but certain modes in bath, cuisine, 
and other departments whose regulation has seemed to some 
but difficulily compatible wih d vine dignity. 


Dr BARNEFATHER, the discoverer of the latest consumption 
cure, sailed for Glasgow, Scotland, on the 19th. He will 
endeavor to prove to the world that he has the cure of con- 
sumption by injection of rheumatic serum into the bodies of 
patients who are consumptivs. He has given up a lucrativ 
business to proclaim to the world a new cure of that terrib!e 
scourge, consumption, and he hopes the medical profession 
will bear with him until he can prove to them the truth of 
his statements. As far as he has experimented with the 
serum he is perfectly delighted with the results and the 
patients are all enthusiastic as to the treatment. He has 
injected quite a number lately, the only trouble being the 
paucity of rheumatic material necessary for a doctor in pii- 
vate practice to use for the numbers of consumptiv patients 
who wish treatment, but he will get that overcome by a suffi. 
cient supply from a large hospital. Still the fsc's remain 
the same. He will spend the winter in his investigations for 
the benefit of scierce. but more especially for the relief of 
the poorconsumptiv. For he present he is after details, and 
they can only be worked out in the wards of a large hospital. 
He is satisfied that be bas the remedy, but he must convince 
the great army of doctors that he is right, then when they 
get tbe details the saving of lives will begin and the reign of 
the terrible scourge of consumption must end. 

—— —EäüÜ—u. tO 

We will furnish free sampe pages—piotures and 
text—of the Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text- Book to 
any friend who will distribu:e them where they will 
do good, and to anyone who will beccme a selling 
agent a liberal discount willbe msde. A Freethinker 
of good address, man cr woman. out of work, could 
make good salary selling this book in any town of 


fairly Liberal inhabitants. 
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| Wishing the Liberal cause promotion in Prohibition, 
thereby to oust ‘‘ fanatic cranks,” I hav the pleasure of 
remaining, An ex-bondwoman of Rome, 

; ! ELIZABETH LENAGHEN. 

HUMARITY'8 GOD. 
Affectionately inscribed to Ginevra. 
You ask me to portray my idea of God. 
Well, my friend, for your sake I will try, 


Though the picture, I fear me, I draw, will ill suit 
The Christianized critical eye. 


The God of the orthodox sects sits enthroned 
In a palace of jasper and gold, ` 
Dealing out in his infinit justice, so called, 
Maledictions and ruin untold. 


Zetters from friends. 


To New Mexican Liberals. 

FrrogviirE, O., Sept. 11, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: I do not know any better way to find out 
what I want to know than to write to the readers of TRE 
TRUTH SEEKER. Iam a young man of nineteen summers; 
hav tried to get along in this Christian community until I 
em tired. I want to go South, and if there is any person in 
the Pecas valléy, N. M., especially in Eddy, N. M., that 
should happen to read this, I want to correspond with him. 

J. W. Martin. 


Burr or Remsburg to the Front. 
à WonozsTER, Mass., Sept. 11, 1891. 
Mz. Eorrog: The National Tribune, Washington, D. C., 
is publishing a series on the history and influence of the 
Christian denominations in the United States by prominent 
“ divines.” The first, on the Episcopal church, by the 
bishop of Maryland, claimed Washington, Franklin, Ran- 
dolpb, Morris, Henry, and Jackson as Episcopals. I wish 
that Burr or Remsburg would supply that or some other 
paper with an article on Freethought and its work in the 
United States and tell what these men were. J. P. Gurirp. 


Such a God has been feared through the ages 
From Adam's dire fall to the flood. 

Sodom’s destruction and Babylon’s doom 
Were necessities to make men good. 


As time e’er rolled on and nations grew strong, 
Passions waxed fiercer and high— 

In the midst of the battle fleld's thunder and roar 

„God wills it!“ resounded the cry. 


Look through the Dark Ages, when free speech was dumb 
And the masses were forced to obey 

The mandates of tyrants in clerical form— 
Just picture the God of that day! 


Do you think such a God, having infinit power 
To wield it whenever he wills, 

Appeals to my soul as the God of all love” 
When I gaze on humanity's ills ? 


Serious Considerations. 

Navvoo, Irr., Aug. 23, 1891. 
Ms. Eprron: The history of the world, progress, intelli- 
gence, and civilization are all against Roman Catholicism— 
Jesuítigm and the bett schwesters.” I hold that universal 
education is the safety of our republic. The Roman Catho- 
lic church has always been the enemy of progress and of our 
public free schools. I am in favor of any party that will 
beat Roman Catholicism in this country, as I consider 
Jesuitiam the most dangerous secret organization that now 
threatens the republic and our free American institutions. 
My motto is, ** Eternal separation of church and state," and 

that the state shall rule and not Rome. 
Groraz ALEX. RITTER. 


A thousand times No! reéchoes the cry. 
No blood-atoning tyrant for me. 

The God I adore is Humanity’s need ; 
"Tis knowledge that makes all men free. 


There is not a slave so manacled, bound, 
At the oars of the galleys to-day 

As sectarian bigot, whose fanatic zeal 
Leads him blindly and bids him obey. 


But the day is at hand, for lo, through the dawn 
Has arisen a bright. beaming star . 

Whose gleam is now shedding o’er desolate homes 
The refulgence of peace from afar. 


»Tis the bright star of Reason that lights up our path 
We call it the Light of To-day ;” 

Throwing round us a halo of gladness and joy 
Erstwhile groping darkly our way. i 


One Gleam from a Benighted Land. 

Lonpon, OnT., Aug. 31, 1891. 
Mr. Eprtor: I cannot do without Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
It is all right. Just hit superstition hard in John Peck 
style. Iinclose money for subscription, and one copy of the 
Bible Pictures when you hav them finished, and the 
ANNUALS for 1890 and 1891. London is a very pious place— 
thirty-five thousand inhabitants, a church on every ccrner 
almost, no street-cars on Sunday. They would not. even 
allow boats to run down to the cemetery Sunday. Never- 
theless, there has been more executions here than in any 
place I know of its size; and they all went to heaven, so 

they said. Amen. VESTER HUMANITAS. 


Then onward, Progression! all hail to the day 
When mankind shall throw off the chain . 

Of Religion’s oppression—from serfdom set free, 
Assert manhood, Freethinkers remain. 


ELIZABETH LENAGHEN. | 


Two Truth-loving Seafarers. 
Hovsz T, Room 237, SAILORS SNUG HARBOR, 
New Brieurton, N. J., Sept. 2, 1891. } 

Mr. Eprrox: My beloved guides, philosophers, and 
friends are Walt Whitman, Henry George, Herbert Spencer, 
and R. G. Ingersoll. With such to guide me along life's 
narrow path I ought to make a straight course in the pur- 
suit of justice and virtue. The only reason I am not a sub- 
scriber to your valued paper is the entire want ofcash. All 
needed commodities I hav freely, so that I do not.care for 
cash, except in cases like the present one. Under such a 
state of things please tell me what means I shall use to obtain 
Tse Teure Seeker? Fraternally, your firm friend always, 

CHARLES W. MANLEY-DESHON. 

P.S.—James H. Penney, another inmate of Sailor’s Snug 
Harbor, eighty-five years of age, who has worked for free 
land and free men for more than fifty years, now fiads him- 
self in a similar fix to myself.—M.-D. : , 

[Perhaps some generous Freethinker will make these old 
sailor men happy by giving them the paper for a year. 
Though our own resources are pretty well taxed in this way, 
we will send it for $2 if some one feels like alleviating the lot 
of two impoverished mariners.—Ep. T. S.] 


Likes Rattling Saints? Bones Over the Stones. 
: f Bzz, NRB., Aug. 80, 1891. 

Mr. Eprron: It does one good to hav Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
haul up the old saints and rattle their bones over the stones 
of modern science. Their erosion is approaching comple- 
tion, and faith is declining to a sedimentary formation in 
the lower plains of human civilization, and even there its 
eruption follows intelligent instruction, and like the mist on 
the mountain-top vanishes before the sunlight of reason. 
Here is my hand to Professor Heston, the pedagog to 
bring priests to reason, and show the truth that superstition 
leads the way to human treason. Long may he liv and 
furnish with Hestonic flourish the cyclonic cartoons for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. Carvin J. WRIGHT. . 


Can See Pious Humbug as Quick as a “Yank.” 

Daisy, Tenn., Sept. 5, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: I am a reader of your valuable paper, which 
I buy of Mr. Henderson, of Cbattanooga. My work takes 
me around over the country a great deal and givs me a good 
chance to study the people. I find Freethought has a far 
better hold here than many writers from this section would 
lead one to believe. The people are shrewd and can see a 
humbug as quick as any Tank,“ but they do not talk 
much about humbug preachers unless they are sure of a sym- 
pathetic listener. It is mere politeness that keeps them from 
it, however. They do not like to hurt any church-member’s 
feelings by speaking too freely in their presence. I see but 
little Freethought literature, however, and would be glad to 
distribute anything in that line you could send. Wishing 

Tux TRUTH Seexer an increased circulation, I remain, 
Yours for free speech, WM. GREENE 


A Kindly Act. 
Saverorr, Aug. 23, 1891. 

Mn. EprroR: You can imagin the surprise of Brother 
Gilbert’s noble, unselfish, generous, godlike act in conferring 
on me the donation of $8 to psy for my blessed TRUTH 
SgE&ER for one year. Sir, this noble deed of Brother Gilbert 
(for I must call him brother, because old Paul said we hav 
“all one God [originating cause], therefore all ye are 
brethren”) is true religion. carried into practice. It is just 
what the world is starving for, after feeding on the degrad- 
ing, demoralizing husks of popular Christianity for lo 
these nineteen hundred years. May God (or the Eternal 
Law of cause and effect) prosper and bless Brother Gil- 
bert, as I know it, or he and she, will, for I do surely know 
that the god within him will say, ‘‘ Well done,” and if the 
god within say Well done,” what are other Gods to him? 
Hell is his frown, and where his smile is, there is heaven for 
the free. Brother Gilbert, I do sincerely thank you for this 
noble, godlike, unselfish generosity. AsI said, this is true 
religion. This kind act of yours js laying up treasures in 
heaven—treasures which will not hav to be left beh nd, 
like material treasures, at the hour of transmigration, but 
will go with you over the willow-fringed river, and travel 
by your side in your pathway of endless progression, knowl- 
edge, wisdom, and goodness throughout the mighty roll of 
an unending eternity. When I say God b'ess you, I do 
not mean that old changeable anthropomorphous mythical 
God of Christianity, but the natural god of the universe, 
which is ever and always found within the domain of the 
laws of cause and effect. Historical Gods I invest no stock 
in. They are all man-made, of priestly invention, and hav 
ever been a blighting curse to poor humanity. J. P. SMITE. 


Interesting Letter from an Ex-Bondwoman, 
HARRIMAN, TENN., Aug. 31, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrox: Through the kindness of a few stanch 
friends I hav been the recipient from time to time of some 
copies of your valuable paper, as well as of other Liberal 
periodicals which I greatly appreciate. And that Iam not 
a subscriber for Tok TRUTH SEEKER is a result of very strait- 
ened circumstances prcduced by intemperance in my home. 
It is a source of regret to me that the Liberal papers gener- 
ally do not espouse the cause of Prohibition, whith princi- 
ple is conceded to be right even by its political opponents. 
I should wish to see the upbuilders of a freer, better human- 
ity embrace in their might this great social and political 
factor, which the God-fearing ones are even now bringing 
under religious control. Politics must be purified and the 
home protected, and therefore—Freethinkers to the rescue! 

I hav made bold to inclose for youl inspection my first 
. verses on my emancipation from Romish thralldom, and if 
you deem them worthy of a niche in THE TRUTH SEER ER I 
may be further emboldened to send you a description of a 
gurney from Rome to reason. 


The Georgia Wonder Defended. 
Laxe Crry, Ia., Sept. 7, 1891. 

Mr. Enrror: I notice an article from C. E. Werst in THE 
TRUTH SERKER of August 29th. I suppose he has reference 
to the article by myself in regard to the Georgia wonder. 
He thinks his article will be interesting to the readers of THE 
Taurg SEEKER. But Mr. Butler only shows how great a 
fool a man may make of himself who wants to be smart 
above other people, as the article of exposure has been 
proved to he false in every particular by a committee chosen 
to investigate the matter jn full. C. E. must think we are 
a weak set of brothers in Iowa, to let Anma Abbott pass 
through our state and not detect her if she was a fraud. 
But such is not the case, and if Mr. Werst was lifted entirely 
clear of his chair by a light pressure of hands on the side of 


his head, as easily as one could lift a pound of coffee and 
without feeling the least pain, he would be convinced the 


little woman was no fraud. We think we hav as smart men 


in Iowa as Mr. W. P. Butler, and we truly hope more bon- 
est, and yet we could find no fraud with Anna Abbott, and 


with us she remains the greatest wonder of the age. My 
opinion is, if Mr. Butler could get the United States for 
detecting Anna Abbott in actual fraud in her exhibition of 
power he would die a poor man., Though I believe it is 
said very great men frequently die poor. I hav written this 
letter thinking perhaps all TRUTH SRRRKRR readers might 
not see the article by the committee exposing Butler’s article 
a8 being untrue in every particular. 


Yours for truth and justice, J. L. TOMPKINS. 


A New Field Worker Welcomed. 
: f -Prrrseugen, Pa., Sept. 11, 1891. 
Mr. Eprron: The object of this brief communication is to 


inform you that Secularism is still alive and kicking here in 
Pittsburgh. The old flag has never been lowered, but proudly 
floats to the breeze as of yore. 
season was delivered last Sunday afternoon in University 
Hall by the brilliant young Freethought advocate, John R. 
Charlesworth, of New York, before a large and enthusiastic 
audience. 
than twenty-eight years of age, full of youthful enthusi- 
asm and sufficient combativ force to enable him to stand 
boldly yet calmly up before his critics, but at the same 


The opening lecture of the 
Mr. Charlesworth is a young man of not more 


time free from that egotistical bombast which too often con- 
trols the young lecturer when first starting out in the field. 
He has certainly made his mark here, and will be welcomed 
by our people whenever he comes this way. The lecture 
made a very good impression. In some respects it was a 
disappointment (agreeably so). Many of the old veteran 
Materialists, as well as.a few combativ Christians, went 
to hear a very fiery God-killing and ghost-annihilating dis- 
course. But instead they heard a calm, manly, and logical 
presentation of reasons against a belief in God. His argu- 
ments were so conclusivly and forcibly. presented that he 
left no ground for his theistic opponent to stand upon. The 
Freethought field needs more of this type of lecturers, and I 
only wish the supply was forthcoming. I feel safe in pre- 
dicting a brilliant future for this young man if he is only 
blest with health and long life. 
Tours for Universal Mental Liberty, ANTHONY Barker. 


The Church to Stand Trial. 

Monson, Mass., Sept. 6, 1891. 
Mn. Eprros : Inclosed you will find an editorial taken from 
the Springfield Republican. It seems that our conservativ 
Methodist Episcopal press are slowly but surely coming to 
see the ‘‘ folly of their way." Yeta little while and they 
will adopt the principles of the good old TRuTH SEEKER. 
Your readers may like to know that the church ís to be 
tried on the charge of blindness to the obvious signs of the 

times." Your well. wisher, F. Q. Barr. 


80 Dr. Briggs is to be tried, or rather Dr. Briggs has been 
indicted and the Presbyterian church is to be tried on the 
charge of blindness to the obvious signs of the times, which 
was a part of the scathing rebuke of Jesus to the Pharisees. 
Dr. Briggs has nothing to fear from this trial, for he has said 
nothing which his familiarity with the present condition of 
biblical scholarship did not compel him to say, and nothing 
which his accusers themselvs can convincingly gainsay, and 
nothing but which will be and is the commonplace of any 
truly progressiv theology. The question at issue in this trial 
is whetber or no the Presbyterian church has kept pace with 
the growth of biblical knowledge or not, and whether it pre- 
fers to follow seventeenth century scholarship rather than 
that of the nineteenth, and therefore whether it has room in 
its fold for nineteenth century biblical scholars who are 
courageous and truth-loving enough to teach the results of 
modern study of the Bible, ornot. If that church decides 
that ‘‘ disbelief in the verbal inspiration and inerrancy of 
the holy scriptures” unfits Dr. Briggs for its membership, 
it will close its doors to practically all the young men of 
ability, courage, and scholarship who seek its ministry, for 
it is impossible for such not to know that at least so far ag 
the revised text is concerned, there are both errors and cor- 
ruptions in the Bible. This result will not necessarily follow 
the trial, if it ever takes place, for there is a middle course 
open to the accusers of Dr. Briggs which escapes this 
dilemma. There is room for the decision, in view of Dr. 
Briggs’s positiv affirmation of his orthodoxy, that his lan- 
guage about the Bible is not inconsistent with the Confession 
of Faith, which puts the light of nature” among the sources 
of revelation, as Dr. Briggs did the reason. 


Godly Goings-on. 
Borne Faris, Miou., Aug. 23, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: In this quiet little hamlet on the banks of 
the Boyne with a population of about two hundred and fifty, 
we havone Presbyterian shop, doing business on a very 
small scale. In fact, the material upon which they hav been 
working has become exhausted. The people, as a rule, 
being quite Liberal-minded, would rather hav their children 
engage in some healthful amusements, such as trout-fishing 
and baseball games, than persuade them to attend lectures 
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on hell. The Holy Johns are losing their grip and it is only 
during sheep-shearing time (which comes during the winter 


in small towns, and then it is always done by some imported 


oal-heaver) that their lambs are meek and submissiv. The 


Methodists used to worship in the Presbyterian church, and, 
in fact, contributed quite a sum toward the building, etc. 
But the devil got in his work, as usual, and there was a 
división. The Methodist Episcopals went.up into an exceed- 
ing high mountain and worshiped in the school-house. 
The majority of the school board being pious cranks, they 
hav virtually converted it into a God-house; hav excluded 
everything but Methodism, arid hav locked out and refused 


hosts of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of 


the sea be measured.” The great astronomers, such as Hip- 


parchus, said there were but 3,336 stars. Now we know 
Ihat Jeremiah wrote truth. The number of the stars is in- 
nil. 


3. Optics—Sound and light are akin. Both are due to 
vibrations and are so compared in a wonderful way in the 


Bible. 


4. Comparativ anatomy—Moses places animals in just 


the right position in the scale of being, although he could 
not hav studied comparativ anatomy. We are told to go 
tothe ant forinstruction. Some hav questioned the truth 
of Solomon’s statements in regard to the ant. But the 
Aena ant in Palestine proves that what he said is 
correct. : : 


Inclosed with this is a photograph of the ever.shifting home 
which brings me in contact with hundreds in the year who 
would never otherwise hear of the glorious gospel of 
Freethought. l 

In the early ages of Christianity its advocates labored 
without money and without price. It was a growth of the 
times, a factor in the evolution of thought, that like Buddh- 
ism started with better promises than it carried out. Chris- 
tianity’s first missionaries * carried packs through the prov- 
inces and held stalls at fairs,” and maintained themeelvs, like 
the alleged Paul, with the work of their own hands.” 
Thus it spread by the zeal of its believers, as all new reform- 
ations must, by the self.denial of their followers. But times 


to open the doors for a singing-school. They came out of a 


two-weeks ghost-dance that they held last winter with colors 
flying, having added thirty lambs to the fold, and immedi- 
ately proceeded. to build another house for the only true and 


living God. But lo! when they got some of the material 


together and foundation laid—those most essential things to 
make the mare go, and religion, too, and which faith will not 
bring without a great deal of hard labor—the im ported hell- 
fire dispenser had gone to other folds, and business is at a 
standstill. About two weeks ago, t heir six months having 


expired, they used all possible means to get them wet, but 
only two little ones hav been redeemed. At Boyne City in 


this county, I am told, two were baptized of over one 


hundred converts. S. BARINGER. 


- That Free Speech Discussion. ' 
7 -- Omoaao, IrL., Sept. 5, 1891 


MR Epor: It appears that Mr. Swartz’s great plea ig 


‘that it does not concern the public how many persons he 
writes up in his Sun, he being responsible to them individ- 
ually and they bringing no suits. Why does he not accord 


-to others the same right he claims for himself, that is, the 
right to govern their own acts, being individually responsible 


to any persons they may wrong? If a man wrongs a woman 


why not let him settle it with her or her father, brother, or 


huaband? What business is it to Mr. Swartz? Is he, like 
Comstock, a guardian of public and private morals? Who 
gave him the right to play the role of a social. Torquemada 
and inflict inquisitorial torture upon those who do not cut their 
social garments to please him? Mr. Swartz is inconsistent. 
He is either ignorant or dishonest, one or the other. 
ably the latter. His desire to make money is greater than 
his desire to do right. 


rights of his fellows into the dust. 


Mr. Swartz's victims hav no recourse in law, only in 
theory. In a recent business trip through Missouri and 


Kansas I took pains to inquire in several towns as to the re- 


sponsibility of the Sums correspondents, but I invariably 
found that they were incognitos, dirty sneaks who fired their 


` poisoned arrows from ambush, midnight assassins crouch- 
ing in the darkness and stabbing their victims in the back. 
A dozen such creatures in a town can convert it into a veri. 
table hell. 


. broadside in the Sun can be proven, neither can the victim 
prove beyond the shadow of a legal doubt that the deadly 
missil was intended for him or her, their name if appearing 
being spelled slightly wrong. ~ i 

Evasion of the law does not sanctify a wrong act. Wear- 


ing a mask on one’s face while stealing a horse may enable 


^ the thief to escape conviction but it does not justify the act. 
If Swartz is an exponent of Liberalism I think I will go bsck 
to the Catholic church. H. J. WRRN WAG. 


— — 


A Pack of Lies. 
CRTOAGo, III., Aug. 29, 1891. 
Mn. Eprror: Inclosed find extracts from. a Dr. 


Pierson’s sermon, which I cut out of the Inter. Ocean 
of this city. I hope you will hav something to say 
about the ‘twenty-three hours and twenty minutes,” the 
time this knave claims the sun stood still at the command of 


General Joshua When will these orthodox fools or knaves 
cease to Proclaäim the absurdities and falsehoods of their 
Bible? Tae Trora SEEKER, I am glad to say, is not only a 
truth seeker, but a fearless truth-teller. Long may it 
wave.” Yours, ete., B. ROBERTS. 


Dr. A. T. Pierson gave the address of the morning on 
t The Bible in its Relation to Scientific Truth." The Bible 
was not written to teach scientific truth, but religious; yet 
it could not well hav been written without containing hints 
or references to scientific things. At the time it was written 
the ideas of men in regard to science were very erroneous. 
Yet the Bible contains no erroneous views, even in its chance 
allusions. Had it plainly taught scientific truths, they 


would hav been revealed before man was ready to receive 


them: attention would hav been withdrawn from the main 
idea of the book; the Bible would hav been brought into 
disrepute because of the difference between the truths and 
the views then held. Again, the Bible does not reveal what 
man can find out for himself. Neither would God ‘in the 
same book reveal spiritual truth and scientific error. Many 
statements are found in the Bible which contain germs of 
scientific truth, that were not noticed by the men who wrote 
them; but show that God by the Holy Spirit wrote the 
book. Notice some of the sciences referred to: 

1. Cosmogony— General Moses put nothing in his writings 
so absurd as the old Hindoo cosmogony which is still taught 
by the Brahmins. They say that the earth is upheld on the 
backs of four elephants, who stand on the back cf an im 
mense tortoise, which is likewise supported by a large 
snake, coiled up with its head in its mouth; but he givs 
an account with which the latest discoveries and decisions 
of science exactly agree. 

2. Astronomy—The speaker quoted from Totten to show 
that according to accurate mathematical] calculations 
reckoned backward from the eclipse of June, 1890, it was 
necessary in order to get the time to come right to insert 
twenty-three hours twenty minutes at the time the sun 
stood still nearly a whole day for Joshua, and forty minutes 
for the time the shadow on the dial went back fifteen de- 
grees for Isaiah. In Jere. xxxiii, 22, we read that the 


| religion. I well remember sixty years since a clergyman 


changed when Christianity became & state religion. She 
became bloated with wealth and power and is go at the pres- 
ent moment. 

Freethought now is poor, meets mostly in small rooms and 
by the wayside, the despiced and rejected of men, and let us 
hope in the day of her power which is surely coming she will 
not be like Christianity, drunk with success. 2 

The laborers of Freethought are few, and its harvest is 
great in Australia, and I can see by your paper it is the same 
in America. Your population ia sixty-two million, ours not 
five million, but the theater is the same in both continents. 
Yours is the larger, with a greater variety; ours being 
smaller makes greater difficulty. When I was in Tasmania 
in 1887 it was mentioned in Tug TRUTH SEEKER about intima- 


Who Will Bell the Cat? i 
New Tonk, Sept. 6, 1891. 

Mz. EprroR: The communication of L. C. Gorman, of 
Ohio, upon the temperance question is 80 tinctured with the 
brutality of Christianity that I think he should be set right. 
As an old man past seventy, with a vivid remembrance of 
the past, I can say the drinking of spirituous liquors has 
gradually decreased during that entire period, not from any 
statute laws upon the question or from denunciatory tirades 
upon the matter, but from a natural growth of intelligence in 
the people, and their tendency to disbelief in. supernatural 


would not permit a temperance lecture to be delivered in 
“his” pulpit, buf when the peoples demands became 


Prob- 


For a few paltry dollars, he wil! vio- 
late the principles of Liberalism and trample the dearest 


No one knows who they are; besides, they are 
financially irresponsible. The authorship of no squib or 


clamorous he toadied to their demand, as he ever has done 


on that and every other question of reform. 


The temperance question has been very intemperately 
managed. The fable of the sun and wind has been ignored, 


forgotten. Mr. Gorman says : 


Since the government. has g 
license and derives a formidable revenue, 


drunkards or bibbers, and somewhat after this fashion: 


Take away their voting privileges, t. e., disfranchise them 
completely; and if they persist deny them further the 
privilege of testifying in court under oath or any other form 


of giving evidence. 


The meaning of this is, since the government has made 
the business respectable, you should let the respectable ones 
engaged in it alone. I think it is this very respectability 
that keeps the traffic alive. If the streams flowed with 
You should go for the 
habitual drunkards ” made so by the ‘‘ respectable vendor; 
deprive him of his vote, not permitting him to testify in 
courts. In olden times the Infidel was not allowed to vote, 
and it was not until quite lately that he was allowed to giv 
evidence in courts, and even in not all of the states at this 


whisky no one would want it. 


time. 


It may be said that some of the old topers would go on 


drinking, thoroughly indifferent about Voting, etc. 


thereby reduce taxation. 


You hav a very cast-iron way of getting a man on his 
dignity. It is a settled scientific fact that the habitual 


drunkard is diseased; will breaking stone cure him ? 


Are you a voter? If so, will you please inform me what 


practical benefit you ever derived from that pastime ? . 


Now I would strike a blow at a few others, and they are 
the following—the gamblers, the habitual loafers, cor fidence 
men, thieves, blacklegs, criminals, and hard cases of all 
Take away their franchises and testifying privilege 
at court, and generally make them equal to ciphers in this 
great nation, and if necessary compel them to wear a badge 


kinds. 


describing the grade of their uselessness. 


This is all very well, and while you are at the useless 
‘| classes, why not include them all—the lawyer, priest, 
bankers, and those that corner bread-stuff on the consumers ? 
Your idea of the badge reminds me of the story of the rats 
who called a meeting to devise a way and means io tell when 
the cat was coming. A gray old rat proposed to put a bell 
This was enthusiastically seconded by all the 
rats, and the mover of this proposition was elected to put on 


on the cat. 


the bell. 


I inclose an opinion on the drinking habit from a noted 
distiller of Norway and Sweden, which I commend to you. 


Gro. M. Davenport. 


The principal distiller of Norway and Sweden—countries 
in which one of the leading industries is the drinking of 
ardent spirits—has recently become an advocate of temper- 
ance. Instead, however, of urging pledges and prayers as 
sufficient reformatory measures, he is devoting his energies 


and money to the task of seeing that the people, as a body, 
are better fed. He argues that insufficient food or badly 


prepared food weakens the system and causes a craving for 
proper 


stimulants, and consequently he believes that b 
feeding the people can be cured of the drinking habit. 
There are many physical weaknesses which no quality or 
quantity of food can cure, and which impel people to drink 
spirits. It is nevertheless true that in all countries the aver- 


age consumption of liquor is smallest in those classes which 


are properly nourished. An indigestible meal will make the 
most temperate person long for stimulants ; so will the phys- 
ical weakness that comes of too few meals of any kind. 
Many wellfed men consume large quantities of alcohol, 
Bometimes from taste or habit, but oftener because they are 
irying to do two or three days' work in one day's time. 
For the mass of the people, however, there is no better 
Bonus of the craving than a proper quantity of proper 
food. ; 


The News from Australia. 
BypsEY, AUSTRALIA, June 26, 1891. 
Mr. Eprron: I hav long thought of appearing among the 
Letters from Friends” in Tug Trora SRRKER. I hav just 
come to Sydney after an absence of months, and after inquir- 
ing for the Liberator next comes TRR Teuts SEEKER. I hav 
been honored with mention in your pages once or twice in 
the cause of Freethought, and a short explanation of my 
Freethought work might be acceptable to your readers. 


ven the liquor-vendors 
let them (the 
vendors) alone, but go for the habitual and professional 


answer is, make all these break stones for macadamizing the | Propaganda. 


country pikes and jmproving the condition of them, and 


tions posted on the trees to shun the Infidel and run him out 
of our happy little valley.” It was true. That little val- 
ley was a hotbed of religion—Salvation Army, Baptists, 
Wesleyans, and others. A youth came in great anxiety—he . 
had ridden some miles—ard said,‘ Are you the man that 
speaks against religion?” He looked as if I should stand 
speechless before him. No, I said; religion is the 
bonds of science that keep society together. But supersti- 
tion and the worship of a God invented by man seeks to 
make men moral with a lie.“ I took the Bible, read some of 
its damning passages, and spoke with a power that aston- 
ished myself. And the young man went away exceeding 
sorrowful” to hear his idols demolished. Then the notices 
were put up on the trees to damage my means of living, but 
after all it did not do much, as only two families stayed away. 

Your readers might be curious to know how we liv to be 
a Freethought missionary. Would you believe it, I am a 
showman. Not as great as the late Barnum, but perhaps 
happier in my own way. I hav often sacrificed my show to 
my principles, perhaps more than Mr. Barnum ever did. 
But, to do him justice, he belonged fo one of the least 
offensiv of religious sects, who believe that everybody will 
be saved at last, even Infidels. 

Past experience has taught me to be wise as serpents, cun- 
ning as foxes, and harmless as doves in this Freethought 
„He that fights and runs away will liv to fight 
another day.” Where it is not possible to show our hand, 
hide for better opportunities when we can strike home. In 
my last visit to Tasmania, 1889, 1 had a glorious revenge. 
The steamer was to start on Monday, and all my business 
was over on Saturday, so Sunday was dedicated to free 
speech. Launceston has nearly twenty thousand inhabit- 
ants, a hotbed of bigotry. But a select band of F'reethinkers 
on Sundays go to the wharf and speak their minds. The 
greatest is a quarryman. He works at the hard rocks, and 
at the hard, stony hearts of the Christians. He gave it 
out that a Freethinker from Melbourne would speak on Sun- 
day, and to our astonishment there was a gathering of over 
two thousand people. A restaurant-keeper, a nativ of Amer- 
ica, acted as chairman and held my books of reference. We 
stood on an agricultural engin on the wharf and faced one 
of the greatest Freethought meetings ever held in Tasmania. 
Two Christian opponents started at the other end of the 
crowd, but as the argument became “ fast and furious” they 
left them and came to the Infidel. We vindicated the char- 
acter of Thomas Paine and quoted what Napoleon is said to 
hav said regarding him: His monument ought to be set 
up in gold in every city.” This astonished the Christians. 
One came and said, He died a drunkard, and wished to 
recant what he had written.” I produced the Age of Res- 
son,” and read Addison’s hymn, ‘‘ The spacious firmament 
on high," which Paine adduced as his faith, for he was a 
Deist. It struck them dumb. Then we smashed the Bible, 
held its God up to scorn and contempt, showed that the Infi- 
dels and Atheists had been the heroes of progress and the 
true saviors of mankind. . They could not stand it any longer. 
They rushed over our standing-place, tore some of our books 
and papers, but a body-guard of Freethinkers conveyed us 
off the ground. They knew that many minds that day had 
lost superstition and got a glimpse of the new gospel that 
was taught by Paine and consummated by modern thought. 

Around our cart the battles of Freethought hav often been 
fought. To hungry minds we hav given Iugersoll's, Brad- 
laugh's, and other pamphlets for nothing when we knew it 
was a good soil. This process of undermining Christianity 
with Freethought literature is a splendid work. It grows 
every year. Last year I gave away over two thousand L’der- 
ators (Australia’s Freethought paper, editor Joseph Symes), 
National Reformers, and Trura BEEKERS. Tar TRUTH 
Sepxrr I make do good duty through its pictures. They 
think America must be red-hot for Freethought.. In the 
Freethought bookstore and Liberator office, Bourk street, 
Melbourne, Tue TRUTH Seeker lines the window and hun- 
dreds see it every day. Mr. Heston I look upon as a genius. 
Long may his pencil flourish to kill superstition. The pen 
and pencil combined will prove irresistible. 

Lastly, let American Freethinkers remember that thou- 
sands in Australia are deeply interested in the progress of 
American Freethought. Every true Freethinker remembers 
the immortal words of Thomas Paine, The world is my 
country and to do good is my religion.” A. D. Downxs. 
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Childrens Corner. 


Idited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom ali Commenteations for 
t Ws Corner should be sent. 


r 


„Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's ocoupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.“ 


Categorical. 
A QUIET YOUNG GENTLEMAN SPEAKS TO THE PUR 
POBE. 

Iam a little yellow kit, 

Contented, cunning, plump, and merry, 

Without a care—no, wait a bit, 

For now I come to think of it, 

I want to be as old as Jerry; 
Me- ow, I do 
Wish I could ba as old as Jerry ! 

For Jerry is a great gray cat 
(I know his fur was never yellow), 

He caught a mouse, he killed a rat, 

He knocked the next-door terrier flat: 
Old Jerry is a splendid fellow. 
Purr-ur, yog, Bir ! 

He is a most tremendous fellow. 

And Jerry likes to hunt and fleht; 
With head erect and long tail curled, 

I see him sitting every night 

Upon the fence, a noble sigh' ; 

He is a cat that knows the world. 
Me-ow. that's 80— 
Ola Jerry thinks he owns the world ! 

And Jerry has such thick gray fur— 
My yellow sides are soft as silk. 

You beard him mew? You hear me purr. 

The chicken bones for Jerry were, 
They gave to me a cup of milk. 

Purr- ur, no, sir! 
There's nothing nicer than new milk, 

I try to 40 my very best, 
although I'm but a little kit; 

I wash my snow-white paws and breast; 

And then curl up to take a rest. 

I never scratch nor hav a fit; 
Meow, oh, no; 
Buch conduot would be far from fit. 

Whey Jerry lifts his heavy paws 
And hits me on my little ear, 

By way of teaching me the laws, 

I never hit him back, because 
Bo very pert it would appear i 
Me-ow, oh, how 
Extremely pert I should appear ! 

Bo he in his way, I in mine, 

Are said to bs the best of cata; 

His eyes like great.green emeralds shine, 
My eyes are like brown tourmaline; ~ 
We both oan jump like acrobats, . 

Purr-ur, never were 
Two livelier, jolly acrobats ! 

They tell me, Jerry, is it true? 

That you were Jittle once and merry, 

That you hav been & kitten, too. 

And I shall be as large as you, 

A grown-up Cat, like you, old Jerry. 
Furr ur, yer, sir! 
I hope I may be just like Jerry. 
For he’s a he'p about tbe Louse, 
And I am but a pretty toy; 

Fe drives away the rat and mouse, 

Lest they become too numerous— 
Im only little Kitty-boy ; 

Me-ow, I make my bow, 
Good-bye, says little Kitty-boy. 
E. Cavazza. 


— . —— — 
Curious Lime Formations. 
OALOITE. 

About three miles from where the writer 
resides is a curious, yet common freak of 
nature—a limestone bed intermixed with 
wonderful carbonates of different forms and 
colors, which hav, in time past, issued from 
the limestone in a liquid state, and afterward 
become hardened. This bed of stone has 
been converted into an immense quarry, and 
on being opened a spectacle of natural beauty 
greeted the eyes of those who were present. 
The molten mass had flowed down the huge 
stones, leaving a glossy coat (stalagmite); 
and on the edges where it dripped off, won- 
derful concretions (stalactites) were formed in 
the shape of icicles, some of them being nearly 
a foot in length. This liquid had assumed 
many other curious concretions, besides 
much of it being crystallized ina great va- 
riety of forms. Geologists attribute these 
concretions and ivcrustations to dripping 
water among the rock. These limestone 
beds afford a great amount of study for 
young 88 well as old geologists, and it would 
require a volume to fully describe the dif- 
ferent fissures, etc., which characterize these 
deposits. They usually contain different 
varieties of limestone, such as fossiliferous 
limestone, or that which contains fossils; 
magnesian, or dolomitic limestone, or that 
which consists of carbonate of lime and 
magnesia ; hydraulic, or that which is impure, 

etc. 

The essential ingredient of limestone is 
carbonate of lime, or calcite, and consists of 
carbovic acid and lime. Nearly all of the 
limestone rocks are probably of organic 
origin; they bav been derived from shells, 


corals, and other animal remains. This 
shows the vast amount of life that has lived 
and died through the past ages, for there are 
all over the earth immense deposits of lime- 
stone. Much more could be said of the com- 
mon limestone and the peculiar composition 
and curious formations; but to do the 
subject justice, it would take all of your 
space and more, too; and besides, it requires 
a more experienced geologist than myself and 
a better writer at that. GEO. J. REMSEURG. 
Oak Hills, Kan. , Sept. 5, 1891. 
—̃ää— — ä — 


English Legend, Revised. 


Dear Young Friends: Seth, his sister Jane, 
and the raven started on along journey ina 
frail vehicle, although, I believe, this was 
drawn by the raven himself. Nothing could 
exceed his devotion to these two children. 
They soon approached a town from which 
arose into the mighty air a multitude of 
steeples. For years the breath of prayer had 
ascended from those, yet a man who belonged 
to one of them approached them and de- 
manded money or life. The raven, not the 
least disconcerted, picked a hole in the rob. 
ber’s neck, near the jugular vein, when he 
took to his heels, and they saw him no more. 

The next disturbance was a mob of tramps 
who ridiculed the carriage, trying to upset it. 
A preacher of burly figure passing by offered 
not the least assistance. An army of wicked 
children now came near, who tried in the 
roughest way to molest the harmless party, 
hooting, screaming, and insulting. Theraven 
passed quietly on. Before they reached a 
dwelling they were stopped by groups of 
fighting men shooting in every direction, but 
the bullets dropped before the eye of the 
raven, and no harm was done. Jane, being 
frightened, was seized with a fainting fit, so 
that the raven had her carried into a stately 
mansion, where she was put into a close 
room which increased her sufferings. Fam- 
ily worship was in progress with much whin- 
ing and singing. It was hardly over when a 
lady and a gentleman, whose voices were the 
loudest, quarreled fearfully about a broken 
engagement. The gentleman drew a pistol 
and killed the beautiful girl, himself also. 
Drunken men trampled on the bleeding 
bodies; they had been cheating at cards, both 
also guilty of forgery—a Sunday-school su- 
perintendent and a church-member. A rever- 
end was preaching on the street, but our 
party passed on in disgust. An Infidel met 
them, kindly saying, Come in, all of you; 
your troubles are all over.” This was the 
first appearance of civilization they had en- 
countered. ALHAZA. 

Lexington, Ky. 

—ͤ——— — 
A Child’s View of Hell. 

The children were playing in the yard. 
Mamma sat sewing by the window, and over- 
heard the following conversation. Charlie 
spoke first. 

** Do you ever feel real mean when you do 
anything wrong, Helen ?” 

*I never thought about it," replied 
Helen. : 

“ Don't you ever feel just kind of hot and 
on fire from your head clear down to your 
feet ?” : 

** No, I don't know as I do." 

„Well, I tell you I do,” went on Charlie 
reflectivly. ‘‘ First my head gets all hot and 
my face red, and I feel awfully, as if I was 
going to burn up; and the feeling keeps 
spreading and spreading until I tingle clear 
down into my fingers and toes, And, 
Helen," he added, after two or three vicious 
digs into the earth, “I just believe that's 
hell.” 

— . — — 
A True Hero. 


Let me giv you an instance of wonderful 
heroiam rising to meet the demands of a 
sudden crisis. 

It was not an hour after dawn, yet the 
great Central Station was full. 

The soft morning air blew freshly through 
the long line of cars and puffiog engins. A 
faint hum comes from without. It was the 
great city awakening for the day. A Scotch 
coolie, belonging to one of the emigrant 
groups, went from one to another wagging 
his tai] and looking up with mild and expres- 
siv eyes full of g»od-natured, friendly feeling. 
Children called to him, some students romped 
with him, the ladies patted his head, a poor 
negro in the corner shared his meal with him, 
and t'en he seemed to unite all these differ- 
ent groups in a common tie of good feeling. 
. While all this was going on a woman was 
| washing the windows of some empty cars 
drawn onto the siding, singing as she 
| rubbed the lass. While her back wag 


turned, her child, a little fellow about three 
years old, ran to the door of the car and 
jumped down on the next track. Upon this 
track the Eastern express was coming. 
Directly in its path was the babe; a hush of 
horror fell upon the crowd. Every eye 
turned in the direction, and then a low sob 
of anguish went up from the paralyzed 
people. The dog, with head erect, and fixed 
eye, saw the danger, and with a bound and a 
fierce bark darted toward the child. The 
baby, frightened, started back. The mother 
went on washing windows and singing, as 
the huge engin rushed up abreast of her car. 
There was a crunching noise and a faint 
little cry of agony. Even strong men grew 
sick at the sound and turned away. 

When they looked again, the baby was 
toddling across the platform, crowing and 
laughing, and the crushed dead body of a 
dog lay on the track. ‘‘ Passengers for 
Pittsburgh, Chicago, and the West. Pas. 
sengers for Baltimore, Richmond, and the 
South," and so the cry went on, and the 
surging crowd passed out, never to all meet 
again in this world. But the faces of men 
and women were pale, and there were tears 
:nthe eyes of some. The poor negro and the 
millionaire, tottering old men and frolicking 
boys, had been helped onward, upward, by 
the friendly, cheerful life and heroic death of 
a dumb dog. . 

Dare we assert that when the limp body, 
sacrificed to save the life of another, lay on 
the track, the heroic spirit that once animated 
it was quenched into utter nothingness ? 
Rev. F. M. Todd, Manassas, Va. à 


— . ů—ͤ —ÿöh 
A Thoughtful Youngster. 


A dear little boy five years old had passed 
rather a trying day. With the best of in. 
tentions, he could not quiet his irrepressible 
spirits. He could not remember to mind, 
and had received severe reprimands. That 
night, when he ended his prayers with the 
usual petition, ** And make me a good little 
boy,” he rose suddenly from his knees, 
looked up into his aunt’s face, and made 
this innocent remark:  ''Ien't it funny, 
aunty? God can do everything else, but 
be can’t make me a good boy.“ Ve York 
Tribune. 


Correspondence. 


. RookvILLE, Ina., Sept. 4, 1891. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: As I hav not seen 
many letters in the Corner, I thought I would 
write. The weather is very hot. I would 
like for some of the boys of the Corner to 
write to me. The field is green on the ranch. 
I will be fourteen the 13th of this month. 
If my letter escapes the waste-basket I will 
be surprised. My post-office address is 

Rockville, Owyhee co., Ida. Yours truly, 

W. A. CARLTON. 


RooxvILLE, IDA, Sept. 4, 1891. 
. Dear Miss WixoN: I hav not written to 
the Children's Corner before. I will write 
and write good. I will sign my whole name. 
It is not a nice name. We hav a pretty 
place. It is green and nice. The trees are 
green. We hav a pretty fiower garden; all 
the plants are in bloom. We hav a tall 
flower that is taller than I or a woman's 
head. It is cold at nights. Father is gone 
now. I will close for this time. From your 
little truth seeker, Rosk ALIOR CARLTON. 

P.8 —We hav a lot of beets.— R. A. C. 
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French Invasion of Ireland in 90. 


Leaves of Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroic Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England’s Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFEF. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and go'd side stamps. Price, $1.50. 

The present volume is an effort to reecue from 
comparativ oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war; II points a morat that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail r+ ceive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition, . . . 
and on the other the debasing effectsof Religious 
and Politica] intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Contains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I. Ev:LUTION: ANTIQUITY, 
William Durham. F.R.8 


II. Astronomy, SUN, Moon, STARS, Ero. Will 
jam Durham. F. B. S. E. , 70: By. 


These handy series of volumes on science—of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others te follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply a popular need. 

The price of each ia 50 cente in cloth. 


Mere ETO. By 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


Ths Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in ths 
Acguirement and Apportionment, 


By J. K. INGALLS, 
Price, Cloth, 


$1.00. 


THIRD EDITION. 


My Religious Experience. 
By S. P. Putnam. 
Price, - . 25 cents. 


OTHER WORKS BY S. P. PUTNAM. 
The New God. Price, 10 cents. 
The Problem of the Universe, and 


its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticiame 
of Un‘vergology. Price, 20 cents. 


Waifs and Wanderings, A New 

American Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; parer, 

50 cents. **A prose epic of the war, rich with 

incident and dramatic power; breezy from 

first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day."—Jo^n Swinton's Paper. 

“The 


Golden Throne, A Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine 
oreativ spark is with bim. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manl 
worts—the transcript of a manly mind. 
Every Liberal should read Golden Throne.“ 
—Ingersoll. Price, $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 


itis shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 
“Tt 


Prometheus, A Poem. ig 
crammed with life, thought, and profound 
emotion, poured forth, it seems to me, with 
extraordinary beauty.“ Dr. Henry W. Bellows, 

rice, $1. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic poems. Price, 10 cents, 


Adami aud Heva. A poetic version 
of the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
which its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 
For all of the above address 

THE TRUPH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Evolution Series. 


—0— ` 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 


No. 1.—Alfred Russell Wallace, by Edward D. 
Cope, Ph, D.; with portrait. 
0. 2.—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man; with portrait. 


Price, 10 Cents eam. 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


LIFE AND CAREER 


Charles Bradlaugh 


George J acob Holyoake. 


Every Freethinker wants this Life of the Great 
English secularist, by the Father of Secularism. 


Price, 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. 
Address this Office. 


What Would Follow 
THE 


Effacement of ChristianitvP 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLTOARE. 
Price, 10 sents a copy; twelve copies for 81. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curirg the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


A FARM FOR SALE. 
24 ACRES. 


Beantifully located. 35» iles from New York on 
New Jersey Central R R. Rich soil. Owner re- 
tiring. Price reasonab:e. 

ddregs T WHITE, 
[51 Care of THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months, 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars aud 
: WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Rnowville. Va. 


History of Moses, Aaron, Joshua, 
and others, deduced from à review of 
the Bible. Also remarks on the morals 
of the Old and New Testaments, and 
some of the ancient philosophers. By 
J. M. Dorsey. Price, 75 cents. 


History of the Christian Religion to 
the Year 200. An exhaustive ex- 
amination of the proofs of the authentic- 
ity of the books of the New Testament, 
showing conclusivly that the canonical 
gospels were unknown up to A.D. 170. By 
Judge CRHAS. B. Warre. 450 pages, 8vo. 
cloth, $2.25; sheep, $3.50; half morocco, 
$4.00. 


History of the Council of Nice, A. p. 

325 with a Life of Constantine the Great, 

J and a general exhibition of the Christian 

religion in the days of the early fathers. 
By Daan Duprex. $1. 


Humanity and the Progress of In- 
ternational Law. By Epwarp W. 


Seara. 15 cents. 
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NOW READY. PRICE, $2 AND $2.50. 


The Freethinkers Pictorial Text-Book. 


SHOWING 


e 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION. 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


^ WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE 
ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. ; 


Designs bv Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 
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t 
The False Teaching of the Chris- 
tian Church. 


“The Thirty-nine 


Ziberal Meetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberala 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Socteties meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y, 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Leot- 
ureg and discussions. The Public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 v’clock at 
Liberal [enge Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Markei 
Bt. Newark: N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
Pretace by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
irls P a younger brother Who were left parent“ 
less, with little money, fair education, 8n much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
e narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's Hife and experience in the City of Ohioago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
goll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 


Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 


‘of a minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 
T 124 Market street, Assembles ever 
pere, or trying to induce the Deity to under. evening at 7:30. Lectures, debates. rs Oa gnday 


ke a crusade of one against the Colorado | Siong on all important secular subjects, Pres- 


beetlel" Price, 10 cents. . t ; 
Followers of jesus. Pri ce, 10 cents. iden „ HENRY Bird; Beoretary, Cona BELLE 


Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? mm 


Price, 6 cents. 
Religions Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Publie Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. l 


AN ADDRESS 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
^ DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan.. 21, 1890. 
The only Complete and Authorized Edition, 
PRIOE, TEN CENTS. ] 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., ` 


— E S SE 
Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity ro »ms, Bedford avenu 
South 2d street, Brookiyn, E. D., at po eand 
Kanday.. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat. 
0. aries Monholland, g : 
‘oadway, Brooklyn, E. D. dias 


28 Lafayette Place. New York 


RELIGION OF MAN 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Critical Review of the Religion 
. of Man. 
OoxvENTS: What is Religion? Fetichism, Phal- 
lic Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent 


and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
f the world. Price 25 cents, 
of tho rest of tAGdress THE TRUTH SEEKER 


: and Tumors CURED: no knife 
book free. Drs.GRATIGNY & NORRIS 
CANSER No. 163 Elm street, Cincinnati, O 
i k 
Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teashings of Secularism Com 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Xs It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of Mankind ¢ 

t the r o e fax 
D Muff ung Charles Watts. With Profa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Holen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 


Reply te Father Lambert’s 
“Tactics of Enfideis.” 20 cents. 
Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

Whe Horrors of the French Revo- 
lation: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con 
structiv, 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. : 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defec tiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which is the More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. = 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinuers—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel ef. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; lis 

Necessity and the Justice of Kis 

Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 

nel Robert Ingersoll) 32 pages in cover. 

Price, 10 cents. 


ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Christian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government, 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Bights of Government. Duties of So 
ciety to Oriminale. Duty of Self Culture. Mar. 
riage. Cloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” eto. 


It is a thought-breeding book, ang all who are 
tree to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and mapiradon. {how York Tribune. 

e appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. : 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narratiy is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
shurches and Young Men’s 
h Associa- 
ion. 


By Rion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address Taz TRUTH SEEXZA. 


A 


n E r De du Sens Ld) Cc Tr oce e 
dealt with: 1. ay o the A voli : š J ae 
. The Position of Agnosticism W 9 Ww 
; Toward Ohristianity. 8, Freethought an Miss IXOII S 77 orks. 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between ade 


Allin a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo; 300pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 883pP., $1.25. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand: 
some and Interesting Book, Without Bupersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free 
thinkers' Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller ; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers ; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 


5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


98 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines. 


GERTS make [00 PER CENT and vin $8748 CASH Prizes 
A Sample free. Territory. Dr. Bridgman, 375 B'way, N. Y. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 
Conflict hetween Reason and Superstition. 
BY T. U. WIDDICOMBE, "THE 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


—— 


Price, 10 centa. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


Bx JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “ The Real Blasphemors,” “Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


Liberty in Literature, 


: The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
fhe subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
Ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 


— 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 


W. that will be new to bei world and productiv of 

Testimonial to Wali good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 

Address at the mu will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
Whitmer merits.—[The American Idea. : 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pud- 
lished at this office. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. Q. MIDDLETON. 
Price, x 7 . . 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


esting. THE LIB 


I 
Parton, Wright. 
and, indeed by all 
% cents, Ad 


who hav examined it. 
egg THE TRUTH SEEKER OS- 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction. by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Oloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
. The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


sale at this office, Price, 50 cents. 


IS A GREAT SUCCESS: 


Genius, Taste, Energy, and Ingenuity, 
Combined with 41 years of Practi- 
cal Experience (34 years in 
Rochelle) at the Jeweler's 
Bench. 


patent regulator, Brequet hair-sprin 
satchable), beautifu 


3 ounce Coin Biliyor, ee 


ao better sold elsewhere for $85. In b 


ory. Watches cleaned, $1; springs, $1; andre 


:urned free. Best work in the world. 
watches, 


TO WETTSTE 
OOHELLE, lua. 


Tee, 


u 


e 


Bend 10 cents for 

P, this valuable book for 
E young and E Arma 
s god men, sufferin 
/ 4 "tom a Life-wastin 
Disease, as the result 
of youthful follies, 
indiscretion, and ex- 
cesses in mafurer 
years. It sets forth 

- an External Applica- 
ion—A “POSITIVE OURR, Las it matters not how 
ong Standing, how hopeless or how Many reme- 
lies you hav used. The book is worth many 
imes its cost, „ in A P of 
hose geeking a y and perma . - 
tress Dr. Bobt. E Fellows. Vineland, N. J., and 
ay Where you saw this advertisment, 
A GOOD FORD i n 

Fe is an outspoken Liberal, a human- 
ite ey h generous patron of the Freethought 
‘ress, He has many testimonials to the value of 
dB progressive and successful method of treat- 
aent, and deserves patronage.—Freethougnt, 


A tale of Fales ine, founded on the destruction of 


10 cents. 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


on Bis Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog. | In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
ERAL HYMN. Book contains songe 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes, 
ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 

A Green, Underwood, Mrs. Blenken 

rica 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 


OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 


The Crowning Achievement of Mechanical 


Unequaled in quality and price. Has 16 Anon: 
non- 
1 double.sunk paneled dial, 
finely adjusted to heat, cold, and position, stem 
wind and 8»t, new model, In silverine cases, $19, 
4 oz. dust proof, $25, 
est 14kt 
filled gold Cases, guaranteed 20 vears, open face, 
$27 to $30; hunting, $82 to $:5; in 14kt, solid 
403A, $50 to $90. All elegantly engraved or plain. 
Sent prepaid, and cash refunded if not satisfac- 


Y 1 Bend for 
;x9BLimonials, price lista of ladies’ and cheaper 
diamonds, silver ware, cards in colors 
wd gold of my 571760 bade, oh ete, 


eee 
Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


Meetsevery Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad a 

Wood sta.: at 2:30and 7:30 P. M, for lectures d 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speckersinterest the atlience. N.B. —Trath 
Seeker publications alwayson hand at cheap rate. 


TTT cee eee dv dE doa b 
The Secular Society of Kent, Q., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of ER 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Bec. 


——Ó— HM ——— —MM— eG. 
Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are golicited. R. G. SMITH, Oor. Sve. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P. ., at 
e Opera House, 558, N Madison street. 
i 85 ebates, rangers ) 

qe die, gers from abroad 


eee 
Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Leot 
by debates. The publio cordially invited. phased 


— 
San Francisco, Cal., Frecthought 
Society 
Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at o'clock. isl invi- 
tation is extended to all. Beate frog, dial invi 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in - 
ald’s Hall in Port Angeles, Nen Tek 
Tied ou af subjects. Labora! ee 

+ Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free, FRANK Morse, Cor. Bee 


——— — 
The West End Progressive Lib- 
Obs dist oral Union 

08 ‘eles, Oal., meets semi-monthl. 
kal third Sundays, at te 4% Mus. gary at Pert 
: v invited. Mrs. R. M. 
Pros.: J. H. MOWIILIAMBE, Rec. Sec. BEREA, 


a a T a RN 
The Walia Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Arm: 
hall Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
nable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A. W. CALDER, Bec. 


——————— 
The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house, 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D. E, RIOE, Pres.; 
Bet, Vice-Pres; OHARLES SHEA, Hec. 


- ———.... ĩðâv 
Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


Meets every Sunday at Knights of Labor Hall, 
1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, A.M. Visiting Lib- 
erals invited to attend. Con. A. HARRIS, Pres. 

` [saao8. LEE, Sec. : 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Addriss to Roscoe 
Conkling, | 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 
With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. . 
Price, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY 
By Lupwi¢ FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot. 

Price, $3. i 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
12115 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid 
forgscents, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Genus of the Beek. 


A suzy in pious New Jersey has decided 
that a man has a perfect right to beat his 
wife.” 


AlBRRT Monza, colored, hanged at Savan- 
nah on the 18th for wife-murder, wae bap- 
tized and declared himself to hav received 
pardon for his sins. 


Froons in Spain hav 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, GODS AND KELIG 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 


AND REFORMERS. 


Teachers, Skepticg, Innovators, Found 
h Thought. Emlnent Selen- 


New So 


ools of 


nent Boien- 


tists, etc. (who were not Ohri 
from the time of Menu to quan" h 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; mor., E. e..$4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


destroyed three thou- 


gand lives. 


BiSMAROK has sued a 
tenant for services due 
under feudal customs. 


Tax Texas state rain- 
making corps failed to 
produce rain at El Paso. 


ALLIANOE requests to 
famers to hold their 
grain sre not heeded so 
much ag is wished. 


Ar Granville, N. Y., 
on the 19th, Father Mul- 
loney was providentially 
struck dead while saying 
mags, 


A BERLINER has been 
sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment for saying, 
“tbe emperor and his 
gapg.” ö 


Ir took fourteen trains 
to carry the French pil- 
grimege to the miracle- 
working shrine at 
Lourdes. 


CARDINAL  RAMPOLLA 
bas prepored to China 
the establishn ent of the 


cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Hol 


y. Ghos 
Jesus Obrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible, 

8vo; Rel Vol. II. Describes Fully all 
gious Systeme of the Worid. 


een Cloth, $3 1.3 th 

0. D. Olo per vol.; the 

2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Cathelic hierarchy in 


that land. 


A MIRAOULOUS Cure of 


paralysis, Catholic pa- 


pers announce, has been 


IONS 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 
Vol. I. Give a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 


| Gems of Ghonght. 


TRE great foe to science, it is not too much 
to say, has been theology.—Prof. Youmans, 


TRE recent history of sanitation in all civil- 
ized countries shows triumphs which: may 
well. fill us with wonder, did there not rise 
within us a far greater wonder that they 
were so long delayed.— rof. A. D. White. 


THEOLOGIABS, as their 
minds become influenced 
by the scientific spirit, 
consciously or  urcon- 
sciously, rest the defense 
of their system upon the 
moral side, and allow 
the theological, with all 
its ‘‘ difficulties,” *'qui- 
etly to float away."— 
Wilson, . f 


Waar s picture is pre- 
sented by the church! 
A few in life’s last storm 
are to be saved; and 
the saved, when they 
reach shore, are to look 
back with joy upon the 
great ship going down 
to the eternal depths! 
This is what I call the 
unutterable meanness of 
orthodox Christianity.— 
Ingersoll. 


TEE better part [of 
Christ's moral teachings ] 
is that which is non- 
original All that is fair 
and beautiful in Chris- 
lian morality had been 
taught in the world ages 
before Christ was born. 
Buddha, Confucius, Lao- 
Tsze, Mencius, Z roas- 
ter, Manu, taught the 
noble human morality 
found in some of the 
teaching ascribed to 
Christ. — Annie Besant. 


effected on Mrs Cather- 


ire Gartland at Roxbury, 
Mass. 
Gremany’s Catholic 


conpress decided to con- 
tinue workirg for the 
recall cf the Jesuits and religious instruction 
jn primary schools. 


MriBAoOLES hav been wrought by the Holy 
Coat on the blind, cripples, and an abbess 
with a withered arm. 


Gupmany is prosecuting the editor of 
Kladderadatsch for ridiculing the Holy Coat 
by a cartoon, The Gull Snaring Pilgrims.” 


Ryssra's wheat crop is as deficient as rep- 
resented in the most extreme reports. Ger- 
manv’s is little better. Ireland's potato 
yield is a failure. 


Russan mothers are exposing their chil. 
dren 10 diphtheria that they may not starve. 
Large districts are ravaged by brigands pro- 
duced by privation, 


TEE meeting of the French Association for 
the Study of Tuberculosis concluded that 
consumption is often caught by occupying a 
room with a person having it. 


THERE Was a celebration of the twenty- first 
anniversary of the entry of Italian troops 
into Rome, which overthrew papal power 
and established the nation of Italy. 


New York city, under its Tammany- 
Catholic government, has made its fall open- 
ing of schools with the regular deficiency of 
room for ten thousand applicants. 


Siz GronaE Grey, ex-premier of New 
Zealand, thinks women superior to men, and 
proposes that they be made dominant in 
government and their sex alone admitted to 
the legislature. 


INDIANS On the Cheyenne and Arapahoe 
regervations are ghost-dancing all night and 
eating melons both ripe and green all day. 
Scores hav died. The dance was to appease 
the evil spirit and banish a fever. 


Aorons attempting to play at Grand 
Rapids, Mich.,last Sunday, were arrested 
and jailed, amid confusion. The manager, 
who had previously made a speech against 
partiality of the police, seized a club, but was 
easily disarmed snd handcuffed. Part of 
the receipts were for charity. 


Ar Eaton Park, Ind., a lovely summer 
resort, a dam which makes a lake for boats 
and a small steamer has several times been 
attempted to be destroyed by church people 
who oppose Sunday pleasuring. On the 17th 
large charges of dynamite destroyed it, im. 
periling life and damaging property about. 

A timber fell on one house and crushed it. 


Aon Jewish refugees who hav arrived at 
Chicago is Leah Hershe, wife of a wealthy He- 
brew dying in a St. Petersburg hospital, whom 
on being expelled she was forced to abandon. 
After wandering on foot along the frontier, 
being driven back because passportless, she 
escaped to Germany. Ivan Banitzkoff had 
to sell property worth 665 000 roubles for 
2200 and wander about all night with his 
wife, who was raving in a delirium of fever. 


MORDECAI PREPARETH TO GO HOWLING. 


When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai rent his clothes, and 
out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and bitter cry.— Esther iv, 1. 


put on sackcloth with ashes, and went 


A rew hundreds of 
Indian women, at most, 
hav furnished this horrid 
spectacle [burning of 
the wife on the husband's 
death]; but our Inquisi- 
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tions, our atrocious mad- 
men calling themselvs judges, hav put to 
death in tbe flames more than & hundred 
thousand of our brethren—men, women, and 
children— for things which no one has under- 
stood. Let us pity and éóondemn,the Brah- 
mins; but let us not forget our miserable 
selvs.— Voltaire. 


Tux effect of ‘trust in God” is offset by 
“fear of God.” A belief in a superintend- 
ing providence that arbitrarily decides the 
issues of life is not promotiv of peace of 
mind. One never knows what the will of 
God may decree next, and an element of 
uncertainty is introduced into human affairs 
beyond the elements of cause and effect. 
The Christian labors with the dread that at 
any moment God may thwart his efforts in 
** Jove? or ** wrath,” and giv the success to 
some scoundrel apparently unworthy of 
favors.—Adams. 


THE abolition of this ancient and elevated 
faith; the dethronement of God; the extinc- 
tion of piety as a personal feeling; the de- 
struction of an image made of golden 
thoughts in the exquisit form of an ideal man. 
and tenderly enshrined in the human heart 
these appear to be evils, and such undoubt- 
edly they are. But the conduct of life is . 
choice of evils. We can do nothing that is 
exclusivly and absolutely good. No usefull 
invention can be introduced without some: 
branch of industry being killed and hundreds 
of worthy men being cast out, without an 
occupation, on the world. All mental revo-. 
lutions are attended by catastrophe. The: 
mummeries and massacres of the German 
Reformation, though known only to scholars. 
were scarcely less horrible than those of! 
Paris in '98, and both periods illustrate the: 
same law. I hav facts in my possession 
which would enable me to show that the 
abolition of the slave trade, that immortal 
and glorious event, caused the death of many 
thousand slaves, who were therefore actually 
killed by Sharp, Clarkson, Wilberforce, and 
their adherents. But by means of abolition 
millions of lives hav since been saved. The 
first generation suffered; prisoners were capt- 
ured to be sold, and the market having been 
suppressed, were killed. This was undoubt- 
edly anevil. But then the slavemaking wars 
came to an end and there was peace. In the 
same manner I maintain that even should the 
present generation be injured by the abolition 
of existing faiths, yet abolition would be 
justified. Succeeding generations would 
breathe an atmosphere of truth, instead of 
being reared in an atmosphere of falsehood, : 
and we who are so deeply indebted to our 
ancestors hav incurred obligations toward 
our posterity. Let us, therefore, purify the 
air, and if the light kill.a few sickly plants 
which hav become acclimatized to impurity 
and darkness, we must console ourselvs with 
the refiection that in nature it is always so, 
and that of two evils we hav chosen that 
which is the least.—Reade, 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Entered ti the Post-Office at Now York, N. Y., as Seocad-class Matinr.. 


dotes and Glipgings. 


WHEN some men pay the preacher they feel 
as though they were paying a gas bill. 
. Papa nuncios hav been directed to call 
the attention of all Catholic sovereigns to the 
' depleted condition of the pope’s treasury. 


BALMACEDA, finding blocked all routes of 
escape from the unforgiving revelutionists, 
committed suicide. At this the Catholics 
exult, as he had continually been harassing 
religion.” 

AT the convocation of Zion's Sanctuary of 
Faith Curers in Jersey City Rev. W. L. Brown 
said twenty-two years ago the doctors gave 
him up to die from dyspepsia. Through 
prayer the Lord cured him, and now he can 
load his stomach with green cucumbers with 
impunity. 

A PROPOSITION to hav Col. Robert G. 
Ingersoll make an address at the Texas state 
fair in Dallas this fall has been sharply con- 
demned by certain newspapers and towns- 
people. But the president of the fair associ- 
ation declares that the colonel will come just 
the same, and talk, too. 


A RuTLAND, Vt., dispatch says: “Two 
men are now hard at work cutting the Lord's 
Prayer on the face of a big rock on the 
Bristol road. They are hired by Dr. Green. 
The rock is at about the hardest place in Ver- 
mont for a team, and in the season when 
teaming is liveliest there is more cussing 
there every day than anywhere else in Ver- 
mont. It is possible that Dr. Green's idea is 
to furnish the drivers with some new quota- 
tions.” 


p 


RGY HAV ALWAYS O 


Tag proposed marriage of the Russian 
czarewitch and his cousin is in opposition to 
the Russian canonical law, by which consan- 
guinity is an obstacle to marriage, but the 
objection will probably be overcome by the 
consent of the holy synod and by the issue of 
a ukase, which is as powerful as a papal bull, 
the czar being de facto ecclesiastical as well 
as lay head of the Russo-Greek church. 


Tur marine draws some of the inspiration 
for his imagery from the libraries that are 
maintained at every barracks for his benefit. 
Marines do not care for religious books, and 
utterly disdain the stories of the pious young 
mariners whose lives are saved by the little 
Testaments their mothers gave them. But 
there are some who may be seen poring over 
the Origin of Species,” or Spencer's ** Syn- 
thetic Philosophy.” 

Acoorp1ne to the papers of Berlin, it is not 
only the Jews that are being driven out of 
Russia, but also the Catholics, who are daily 
crowding into Charlottenburg in order to 
come to America. ‘As they are entirely der- 
titute of means, collections are taken up for 
them in several European cities. The press 
of our country has had much to say about 
the persecution of the Jews in Russia, but 
has not alluded to the il treatment of 
Catholics.—Avs María. 


Joun SEQUE, of New York, was found 
standing on the steps of his home saying to 
passers by: How do you do? I am wait- 
ing for a pair of wings." A police officer 
happened to pass and asked Seque what he 
was going to do with the wings. Why, be 
an angel of course, and fly about in the 
golden streets.” The police officer told Seque 
that he would find a most beautiful pair of 
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PPOSED THE MARCH OF 


wings down the street,and offered to show 
him the way. Seque accepted the offer and 
walked into the insane asylum. 

In the theater of the Russian religious per- 
secutions, with the horrors of starvation now 
added, new-comers and nativs wrestle to- 
gether in a confused nightmare of de: 
spair for very existence, like rats imprisoned 
by a rising flood. Out of this tragic hurly- 
burly some three or four thousand are able 
each week to fight their way over the tops of 
others and escape across the frontier. This 
panic-stricken stream of fugitive is all that 
Europe sees of the persecution. Of the hor- 
rors which remain behind it has hardly the 
vaguest idea. Such is what Christianity 
brings a country to. 

Prorzsson Newooms has seen science 
transform too many wonders into familiar 
uses of daily life to risk the assertion that we 
shall never know how to make it rain. But 
he does not hesitate to say that rain cannot 
be produced by concussion. He believes 
that the popular notion that great battles hav 
generally been followed by heavy rain is not 
confirmed by statistics; but he adds that if 
it be really true that rains hav been produced 
by great battles, we may say with confidence 
that they were produced by the smoke from 
the burning powder rising into the clouds 
and forming nuclei for the agglomeration into 
drops, and not by the mere explosion.” 


A Mr. Boorg, who founded a working- 
man’s debating club in which religious discus. 
sions are prohibited, wrote to Gladstone to 
ask whether he considered Theosophy to 
come under the head of religion. Gladstone 
replies: “I do; not adopt the language of 
determined disbelief in all manifestations real 
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or supposed from the other world, which is 
the habit of many. They giv me little satis. 
faction, but that does not warrant meeting 
them with a blank negativ. I cannot con- 
ceive how either spiritism (better so called 
than spiritualism) or Theosophy can with 
consistency be discussed in societies of 
workingmen or in any other societies which 
exclude all subjects calculated to lead to 
religious discussion. Spiritism and Theos- 
ophy, as I understand the matter, deal with 
the facts and phenomena of the other worlds 
as much as the Christian creeds.” 


M. Hegner Rooszrort, the French political 
agitator exiled in England, says: “How I 
appreciate the personal liberty and freedom 
from official surveillance in England! In 
Paris there were always three or four police- 
men stationed about my house, watching my 
movements and prying into my affairs. I 
had no means of ridding myself of this 
espionage. Here, if a man should attempt 
to hang about my door I hav only to ¢om- 
plain to the nearest policeman to hav the 
nuisance abated. It is all so well arranged, 
and the judges in the courts are so free to 
act according to the dictates of justice and 
law regardless of the wishes of the govern- 
ment. Everything is so secure under the 
laws of England. -On Sunday I see labor 
organizations parading with music and ban- 
ners, not in spite of the police, but actually 
under police protection. The very soldiers 
in the barracks waved their handkerchiefs at 
the dock strikers. Imagin soldiers doing 
that in France! Even my next-door 
neighbor does not know my name. The lack 
of official supervision is very marked in 


London.” 
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of Galilee? Is it not plain enough that that 
riage was the third day after the baptism ? 

10 After the performance of the first miracle 
at the marriage feast in Galilee, John tells us 
that Jesus went down to Oapernaum, where 
he continued “not many days,” and the pas- 
sover being at hand he went up to Jerusalem. 
There the first thing he did was to drive out the 
money-changers from the temple. | 
date of this first visit to Jerusalem is ap. 30. But 
the synoptics, which describe only one visit to 
Jerusalem, put it at the close of the ministry of 
Jesus, and the marginal date is A D. 33. 

11. Could the writer of the fourth gospel hav 
been a Jew? From first to last he speaks of the 
Jews as if he was a born Gentile and a Jew-hater. 


mar- 


Communications. 


The Gospel According to John. 


I. 


All that we know of the life of Jesus, miscalled 
Obrist, is told us in the gospels. The first three of 
these, sometimes called the synopties, répeat the 
fame stories, miracles, doctrins, and incidents to a 
. very large extent, and foliow nearly the same order. 

of events. ` 

“The whole of Mark's gospel, except twenty-four 
verses,” gays Dr. Davidson, “is contained either in 
Matthew's or Luke’s.” He therefore infers that it 


The marginal: 


and pernicious. 


The Mockery of Thanksgiving Proclamations. 


Truth is that which, in the face of all possible opposition, 
can be shown to bein conformity with fact and sound reason. 

‘Is not falsehood always injurious to those who 
entertain it, and is not deception ever degrading to 
those who practice it? Mankind are perishing for 
lack of knowledge of natural laws, and yet millions 
of dollars, immensity of effort, and one day in every 
seven is spent in tesching them fables that origi- 
nated in ‘the childhood of the world, and that the 
learning and common sense of uvbiased, educated 
minds hav outgrown and know to be demoralizing 


Gen. U. S. Grant said: “Leave the matter cf 
religion to the family altar, the church, and the pri- 
vate school supported by private contributions, but 


` fishermen. 


was compiled from the two; and he further says: 
“It is clear that the first gospel was employed 
directly by the writer of the third.” 

Let us now consider the gospel according to John, 
independently of or contradictory to the other three 
evangelists. What does the writer of the fourth 
gospel tell us? : 

1 He says nothing about the birth of Jesus. 

2 He never names the mother of Jesus. She is 
alluded to in chapter ii as being present at the mar- 
riage in Oana, and in chapter xix as being at the 
cross. And it is remarkable that the account of the 
marriege feast is told only by John, and that the 
presence of the mother of J asus at the cross is con- 
tradicted by Matthew and Mark, who say that cer- 
tain women from Galilee stood afer off at the cruci- 
fixion, among whom they name two Marys, but nei- 
ther of them the mother of Jesus. 

3. John introduces Jesus as “the Logos," says 
that the Logos was God, that “all things were made 
by him," that “the Logos was made flash and dwelt 
among men," and “that he was the only begotten of 
the father.” Philo Jud 1, of Alexandris, who lived 
between 20 s o. and 50 A b., disooursed on the Logos. 
It is uniformly translated word“ in the New Tes- 
tament. As applied to Jesus D.. Olarke says it 
should hav been left untrauslated, like the appellativ 
christos. But why should not christos hav been 
translated? It means ‘anointed” and should hav 
been rendered in Latin unctus. Christus ig not a 
Latin word. 

4 John makes the ministry of J:sus cover a 
period of more than three years. He attends the 
feast of the Passover at Jerusalem (ii, 13; a.p. 30); 
again, “the feast of the Jews” (v, 1; A. p 31); again, 
“the feast of tabsrnacles" (vii, 2, 10; ap 32, 
autumn); and lastly the Passover (xiii, 1; Ap 33) 
But the synoptics make Jesus attend bat one Pas- 
sover (4 D. 33), and therefore limit his ministry to 
about one year. 

5 John tells us that Simon and Andrew, the first 
two disciples of Jesus, were followers of Jobn the 
Baptist, and nothing is said about their being 


6. Andrew first meets. Jesus and then goes 
and tells his brother Simon: “We hav found 
the meshiha.” Meshiha is an Aramaic or Syriac 
word meaning “anointed.” The Greek trans- 
lator transfers the word and adds an explanation, so 


messias, Which is, being interpreted, -Christos.” 
Messias is not a Greek word; it ocours twice in 
John’s gospel and nowhere else. 

7. When Jesus beheld Simon he said: Thou art 
Simon the son of Jona, thou shalt be called Kepha.” 
Tais was plain enough to s nativ of that country, for 
Kepha meant stone. But here agsin the Greek 
translator adds an explanation, so that it reads, 
“Thou shalt be called Kepha, which is by inter- 
pretation Petros.” Such is the origin of the name 
Peter, as applied to the apostle Simon; Kapha was 
his other name ard never Petros. 

8 It the marginal chronology of our Bibles is to 
ba trusted the period of the ministry of John the 
Baptist, prior to the beginning of that of Jesus, was 
four years, and those four years are marked on the 
margin of the first chapter of John as follows: 

“John bare witness of him” (i, 15 ; ap 26). 

“The next day John seeth Jesus“ (, 29; a.p. 26). 

“ Agsin, the next day after, John stood, and two 
of his disciples ; and looking on Jesus as he walked 
he saith, ‘Behold the Lamb of God’” (, 35, 36; ap 
26 continued) 

“The day following Jesus would go forth into 
Galilee” (i, 43; ap 30). ; 

„Aud the third day there was a marriage in Omma 
of Galilee A 1; ap 30). 

Does not this marginal chronology appear to be 
false? The baptism of Jesus by J obi po place 
when they first met (i, 29). The next day John see- 
ing Jesus walking said, Behold the Lamb of God!“ 
The day following Jesus would go into Galilee. 
And the third day he was at a marriage in Galilee. 
Is it not apparent that the writer narrates the events 
of three or four consecutiv days ? 

9. John says nothing of the forty days temptation. 
Nor, indeed, does he leave room for the same. The 
synoptios describe it as following immediately after 
the baptism. How is it possible to interpose forty 
days between the baptism and the marrisge in Cana 


either the Samaritan woman or Jesus himself. 
that the passage reads: “We hav found the 


keep church and state forever separate.” 

Colonel Ingersoll says: “You might as well hav a 
government united by force with art, or with poetry, 
or with oratory as with religion. Religion should 
hav the influence upon mankind that its goodness, 
that its morality, its justice, its charity, its reason, 
and its arguments giv it, and no more. The relig- 
ion that has to be supported by law is without 
value, is not Only a fraud but a curse. 

“Our fathers devoted théir lives and fortunes to 
the grand work of founding & government for the 
protection of the rights of man. 

“The theological idea as to the source of political 
power had poisoned the web and woof of every gov- 
ernment in. the world, and our fathers tried to banish 
it from this continent forever. What we want to- 
day is whet our fathers wrote down. They did not 
attain their ideal. We approach it nearer but hav 
not reached it yet. . a 

' We want not only the independence of the state, 
not only the independence of a nation, but something 
fer more glorious, the absolute independence of the 
individual. And to this every lover of liberty, every 
true man end good woman, will say amen.” 

O ir Washington constitution comes nearest to the 
ideal being the most Liberal of any state in the 
Union. Art. i, sec. 11. reads: “Absolute freedom of 
conscience in all matters of religious sentiment, 
belief, and worship shall be guaranteed to every 
individual.” ; 

The God-in-the-Constitution party, the National 
Sabbath Union, the Young Men's Ohristian Associa- 
tion, and the Woman's Ohristian Temperance Union 
are united in opposing this just and wise provision. 

' — EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL, 7 

The Washington Secular Union claims that all 
possess an equal right to believe and profess: any 
religious system that they think true, however erro- 
neous it may seem to others. 

That all hav a right to believe in the existence of 
sny God they think best, to worship him or not as 
they please, when and where they please, and in 
what manner they think proper, so long as they do 
not interfere with the exercise of the equal rights of 
others. : x NS i 

That no individual nor any number of persons, 
whether self-associated or delegated by others, pos- 
segs any right to use coerciv means to restrain shy 
person from the full enjoyment. of any religious sen- 
timent, belief, or worship, or to induce them to pro- 
fess any religious creed or acknowledge any God, 
perform any worship, or contribute any means to 
support any religion, and much less any. which they 
do not conscientiously believe to be true. 

That the exercise of physical force, the constable’s 
club, fine, or imprisonment, to enforce any religious 
rite, duty, or observance, is a violation of natural 
right, and contrary alike to the letter and spirit of 
our state constitution. TN. ie i 
RELIGIOUS OBSERVANOES REST SOLELY BETWEEN MAN AND 

HIS GOD oa 

Aay and every duly or obligation to perform relig- 
ious rites or Observe holy feast, fast, or church days 
or observances rest solely between man and his.God. 
And if any person refuses or neglects such religious 
observances he is responsible only to his God, and 
not to the civil government, nor to any other man 
or any assembly of men. . i 

Any official act either of the executiv, legislativ, 
or judicisry departments enforcing, favoring, or aid- 

My father worketh hitherto and I work The "d ie aa gh ag ger hae hall be int nded 

a DIR. sos : trin, dogma, or duty, or which shall be intende 
e e e e WUA ha Peth ihe father do: directly or indirectly to effect such u purpose, is 
He that heareth my word and believeth on him that sent me in fact a union of church and state, an attempt to 
hath everlasting life. - The hour is coming and now | hoist the cross above the flag. Hence proclamation 


is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the son of God i or governor of a day of “Thanksgivin 

and they that hear shall liv. . . . The hour is coming by 75 e is NOME 8 : 8 

in which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice and enty ~ l j 
AN AOT OF OFFICIAL IMPERTINENCE— ` 


shall come forth, they that hav done good to the resurrection 
or in, pnd they nat mr Hone evil to the aren of | an act of spiritual intoloranca and oppression ; a vio- 
amnation. . . ear witness of myself my witness 1 j i . ituti Fi 

is not true. . - The father himself which hath sent 1 f our 1 and state ME ux 

me hath borne witness of me. Ye hav neither heard his unrighteous Birete Sut powers a. Dancers 10. 

voice nor seen his shape. And ye hav not his word abiding | Class of fanatical religionists who acknowledge that 

in you; for whom he hath sent him ye believe not. Search | their religion is only of human origin and has not 

the scriptures, for in them ye think ye hav eternal life; and | the sanction of God, or it would not need to be bol- 

they are they which testify of me. "Had ye believed | stered up by the acts of political trioksters, dema- 
gogs, and sycophant officeholders. For to appeal 
to or accept aid from the secular power is to admit 


Moses ye would hav believed me; for he wrote of me. 
Could a sane person hav made a speech like that? 
they doubi, nay, are well convinced, divine aid would 
be seked in vein. z 


The word Jew is of rare occurrence in the synoptics 
and is never used opprobriously. In the fourth 
gospel it occurs seventy times and is frequently 
used cffsneivly. 

12. At Jerusalem “a man of the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews," called on Jesus by 
night. When Pompey was in the region of Damas. 
cus, 64 s o, the two brothers, Hyrcanus and Aristob. 
ulus, contestants for the Jewish crown, each sent an 
embassador to the Roman general, and the name of 
Aristobulus’s minister was Nicodemus— a man of 
the Paarisees” and “a ruler of the Jews.” And it was 
not very many years before the invasion of Pompey that 
Jesus was stoned and hanged for alleged sorcery, in 
the reigu of Alexandra, mother of Hyrcanus and Aris- 
tobulus. 

13. While Jesus sojourned in Judea, John was 
baptizing in that country, says the fourth gospel, and 
adds: “For John was not yet cast into prison.” 
This is a contradiction of the synoptics, which tell ue 
that John was imprisoned just after the temptation, 
and before Jesus went into Galilee (Matt. iv, 12; 
Merk i, 14). S 

14 Nowhere in the synoptic:is there an intimatior 
that either Jesus or his disciples baptized. But the 
fourth gospel, after saying that Jesus tarried with his 
disciples and baptized,” and again, how the Phar- 
isees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more 
disciples than John,” adds in parenthesis, “ Though 
Jasus himself baptized not, but his disciples.” 

15. Returning from Jades to Galilee through 
Samaria Jasus met a woman at Jacob's well The 
disciples were gone away into the city of Sycher (ar 
unknown place) fo buvfood. A dialog ensued be 
tween the woman and Jasus. We quote a portion as 
recorded in the ancient Syriac New Testament: 

“The woman said to him: ‘I know that Messiab 
will come; and when he cometh he will teach ur 
everything.’ Jesus said to her: ‘I who talk to thee, 
am he.“ ; 

The Greek version, which must hav been a transla 
tion from the Aramaic or Syriac, sgain interpolater 
after “Messies” the explanatory words“ which i: 
called Obristos.” EL 
. This story of the woman is told only by the writer 
of the fourth gospel, who could hav repeated the 
dialog only from hearsay, purporting to come. from 


16 Arriving at Cana in Galilee a nobleman be 
sought Jesus to heal his son who was at the point of 
death. Go thy way,” said Jesus; “thy son liveth.” 
Aud from that. hour the sick son began to amend. 
This second miracle of Jesus in Galilee is unnoticed 
in tbe gynopties. À 

17. The next event recorded by John is a second 
visit to Jerusalem. The feast of the Jews” (f. e. the 
Passover) sgain drew Jesus there. The first thing 
he did there was curing a sick man at the pool of 
Bethesda. This being done on the Sabbath day 
gave mortal offense to the Jews. They saw the 
invalid walking away with his bed, and wanted to 
kuow who told him to doit. But the man could not 
tell them, because Jesus had disappeared from the 
crowd and was a stranger to him. But afterward 
Jesus met him in the temple and said: Behold, 
thou art made whole; sin no more, lest a worse thing 
come unto thee.” Then the man went and told the 
Jews that it was Jesus who had cured him. There- 
fora they sought to slay Jesus for curing on the Sab- 
bath day. He defended himself, saying : 


And did the disciple John report it from memory ? 
ANTICHRIST 
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No man can ever of right make his religion the 
basis of any plea for government favor. Our gov- 
ernment is civil, not ecclesiastical. It has no relig- 

„ion, and therefore no authority to issue proclama- 
‘tions to observe any time for worship, prayers, 
feasts, fasts, or holy days. 

The annual proclamations by presidents and gov- 
_ ernors, servants of the people, is a gross insult to 

the intelligence of the citizens, their employers. 

Eons : NO OBJECTION TO TURKEY. 
Thanksgiving day as a general holiday, as a play- 
day after the toils of harvest, affording opportunity 
‘for family reunions, if simply appointed as a secular 
holiday, we hav no desire to discourage. The enjoy- 

ment of a holiday as a holy day by religious people 

is their right. If they choose to spend the whole 

` twenty-four hours in prayer, praise, or any form of 

worship, we would defend their right to do so. 
OUR POSITION SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 

The Holy Ghost is alleged to declare through the 
Apostle Paul: “One man esteemeth one day above 
another; another esteemeth every day alike. Lot 
every man be. fully persuaded in his own mind" 
(Rom. xiv, 5). Let no man, therefore, judge you 
in meat or in drink, or in respect of a holy day, or 

i new moon, or of the Sabbath days” (Col. ii, 
16). - i 

We hav no objection to the roast turkey, but we 
do not want it to be stuffed with ereed. We hav no 
objection to pumpkin pie, but protest against its 

. being seasoned with theology. 
The holiday is all right if appointed without refer- 
ence to religion; all wrong when interfering witb, 
dictating, or even suggesting religious observancer, 
` doctrins, or exercises. : 


NO HARM TO RECOMMEND RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES. 

It is claimed that thanksgiving proclamations do 
not enforce but simply recommend a day of thanks- 
giving to Almighty God. 

Thomas Jefferson said: The government has no 
right to indirectly assume an suthority over relig. 
ious exercises, which the constitution has directly 
precluded it from. Ido not believe it is for the 
interest of religion to invite the civil magistrate to 
direct its exercises or that the general government 
should be invested with power to effect any uni- 
formity of time or matter among them. Fasting 
and prayer are religious exercises, the enjoining them 
.&n act of disciplin. ; 

* Every religious society has a right fo determin 
for itself the times for these exercises, and this right 


can never be safer than in their own hands, where 


the Constitution has deposited itt. 

Madison declared: “The broadest principles of 
the Constitution would entirely preclude the chief 
executiv from thus interfering in the religious 
affairs of the nation. 


“Notwithstanding the general progress, there 


remains a strong bias toward the old error that with- 
ont some sort of alliance or coalition between gov- 
ernment and religion neither can be duly supported. 
Such, indeed, is the tendency to such a coslition and 
such its corrupting influence on both the parties 
that the danger cannot be too carefully guaranteed 
against.” 

No man has any right to prescribe, and no servant 
of the people, in his official character as an cfficer of 
the government, has any duty, right, or business to 
set apart, or to request the people to set apart, any 
time for any religious observance, either prayer, 
praise, feast, or fast. 

To do so is to connect the state with religion, to 
elevate the cross above the flag. 

D - EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL. 

Why should one class of citizens be preferred to 
all others that their religious belief shall be pandered 
to by the government and the belief of other citizens 
snubbed or ignored? 

The sectarian character of thanksgiving proclama- 
tions is shown by the fact that should the president 
or the governor of the state happen at some time to 
adapt his proclamation to the Jewish faitb, and 
recommend religious persons to assemble in the 
synagogs for public prayer for the coming of the 
messish; or to the Spiritualist faith, and recom- 
mend that all the people mest in séance circles and 
ask advice of the spirits, what a howl of indignation 
would go forth. 

. Such inappropriateness will always be less evi- 
dent to those whose mode of faith the proclamation 
conforms to, than to those whose religious seruples it 
solemnly insults, 

But the accident of bias in no way affeets the 
. offisial impertinence and gross injustice of the act. 
WE OUGHT TO DEVOTE A DAY TO THANK GOD FOR HIS 

i BLESSING. i 

What right has the president or the governor of 
the state to decide the question of who is the true 
and only God? 

Oar state constitution in its preamble reads, 
* grateful to the supreme ruler of the universe; the 
educated and intelligent people of the state of 
Washington recognize force and matter as the 
supreme rulers of the universe. 

- Certain it is, if gravity, electricity, magnetiam, and 
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chemical affinity are real forces, eternally inherent 
in matter, then of necessity the Gods—the Brahmas, 
Josses, Yofs, Juggernauts, and Jehovahg—must one 
and all be imaginary beings. l 

The only God we hav any reverence for is the 
God we know nothing about; once well posted on 
the nature, character, and origin of any God, we at 
once hav no further use for him. 

WE KNOW ENOUGH TO SAY THANK you” WITHOUT 

PROMPTING. 

Waiving the question of which, of many, is the 
only true God—if the people of Washington hav 
oecasion of gratitude that should induce them to giv 
thanks, don’t they know enough to do so without 
having to be instructed by the governor of the state 
or the president of the nation? ! 

What & hideous mockery is this national day of 
thanksgiving. Under existing circumstances how 
many hav especial cause of thanksgiving? 

God is declared to be the creator of all things. 
Shall the man whose lops are rendered well-nigh 
worthless through the ravages of the hop-louss de- 
vote a day of thanksgiving to God for having created 
such extra swarms of the foul, destructiv pests? 

The toiling, health-broken farmers—failure of crops 
forced them to mortgage their farms, now the ruinous 
interest and heavy taxes leave "them hopelessly 
bankrupt. 

When banks get in tightened straits, the gov- 
ernment comes to their relief. The funds in the 
treasury are the people's money; they hav, through 
Oongress, the right to issue fiat money which 
could be safely loaned to the needy on first. mort- 
gage of real estate, at two per cent per annum, 
for ten years. This would enable thousands of 
farmers to make success, improve their farms; the 
money in circulation would make good times for all. 
But bankers and capitalists are opposed to the gov- 
ernment loaning. money to the needy at two per 
cent. It would stop their robbing people of twenty 
to eighty per cent. : 

Should not the farmers devote a day of thanks- 


giving to God for his justice, love, and mercy in thus: 


making the poor poorer and the rich richer? | 
Daniel Webster declared: ‘Liberty cannot long 

endure in any country where the tendency of legis- 

lation ie to concentrate wealth in the hands of the 

few.” 

In the last few years the additions to the great 


fortunes of successful speculators are enormous. | 


There has been added to the 


Vanderbilt estate 
Russell Sage. 
Rockefeller . 
Jay Gould. e e 
Sid. Dillon................. —ÁÁ( 
James R. Keene......... . . 


Total. . . $98,000,000 

These helf dozen men got that amount. Not one 
of them earned or produced one single dollar of it. 
Wage-workers and producers had to earn it, but they 
hav been robbed of it. 

I admit each of that half dozon capitalists might 
feel to devote one day of thanksgiving to his 
almighty (dollar). 

But shall the robbed, the oppressed, the half- 
starved wage-worker, the real producer, spend a day 
in thanksgiving to God who rules, who doəth all 
things well, who is so careful of sparrows and the 
stray hairs of our heads, yet lets the wives and poor 
innocent little babies of the honest toiler starve? 


Shall the disabled veteran, the private in the ranks 


who fought the battles and endured the privations, 


who contracted disease that disqualified him for 
work, shall he spend a day in thanksgiving that after i 
Garfield died Congress passed a bill pensioning his 


widow $5 000 ver year during her life! 


She had $300,000 in government bonds, the result | 


of a subscription. Garfield was insured for $50 000, 
which was promptly paid her. She received $20 000 
salary for the unoccupied year. All this independent 
of the Garfield estate of $30,000. 

Congress votes this already wealthy woman a 
pension of $13 69 every day in the year. The dis- 
abled veteran, who fought through the entire war, 
wounded so as fo be unable to gain a livelihood, can 
not get sixty-nine cents a day. Surely ke and his 
svifsring wife should spend a day in thanksgiving to 
a God of justice who doeth all things well. The 
Lord will provide.” 

Between 1850 and 1870, during which time both 
houses of Congress were especially endowed with 
wisdom direct from God in answer to the daily well- 
paid prayers of his ministers, Congress gave away to 
wealthy railroad sorporations 208,344 268 sacres of 
publie lands; this would hav given 3,472,404 men a 
farm of sixty acres each. 

Foreign aristoerats, who hav no thought of ever 
meking this country their home, now own 50 000,000 
acres of our land. Duke of Cleveland, 106,000 sores ; 
duke of Devonshire, 148629 acres; duke of 
Northumberland, 191,480 acres; these three dukes 
of England own nearly 500,000 acres. 

The thousands of homeless wanderers certainly 
should spend & day of thanksgiving, should heed the 
recommendation of the thanksgiving proelamation 


and trusted has run away with his wife. i 
ter who so loudly and fiercely denounced Infidels, 
who loved to dwell on the recantation of Voltaire, 
Paine, and others on their death-beds; who 80 
vividly pictured the wickedness, heartless cruelty, 
and infamy of Infidels, has left his own wife snd 
four children in a state of utter destitution and run 
off with the wife of his best friend—imitating that 
pattern saint David, the man after God’s own heart. 


and assemble at their respeotiv places of worship to 
giv thanks to God, their loving heavenly father, for 
his overruling providence. Perhaps they all would: 
only their clothes are not good enough—not of the 
fashionable cut—and the sexton would drive them 
out or giv them in custody to the police as vagrants. 


Still, they should most certainly spend the day in 
thanksgiving ; did not Jesus declare if 
to be poor ?” - 


ig “ blessed 


The grasping avarice of corporations has ground 


down the wages of their employees till in despair 
they strike. ] 
hav dared to assert their manhood. Well they can 
spend a day in thanksgiving, for they hav nothing 
else to do. Let them offer especial thanks for the 
blessed gospel, the inspiring, helpful words of the 
blessed savior, “Be content with your wages” 
(Lrke iii, 14). 2s 


They and their families starve. They 


A man awakes on the morning of thanksgiving day 


and discovers that the saintly pillar of the church, 
the man who converted him to God, the msn whom, 
because of his piety, he trusted with all his 
hard-earned savings, has fled to Canada and left him 
and his motherless babes to beggary. Surely he 


would delight to spend the day in thanksgiving: to 


the all-seeing, all-mercifu! God. : 


Another man left with little helpless childrén, 
worse than orphaned—the minister that he loved 
The minis- 


Shall the dishonored husband, the deserted wife, 


the helpless, disgraced children, all unite in devoting 


the day to thanksgiving to God? Hav they not 
especial cause of thankfulness as they read the asgur- 
ance in his holy word thet God himself was the 
author of their misery: “I make peace and create 
evil: I the Lord do all these things” (Isa. xlv, 7)? 

* All religions, gode, prophets, messiahs, or saints 
were created by the credulous fancy of men who had 
not attained the full growth of their intellectual. 
faculties. God, once installed, became the cause, 
the arbitrator of all things. Man was nothing, God 
was all, and man has bowed down and become 
the debased slave of those who pretend to speak of 
and for him by authority.” 

There is nothing that tends to perpetuate the 
weskness of humanity more than religion. Men hav 
been taught for ages that they were dependent upon 
God for all they hav. Therefore I say unto you, 
Take no thought of your life, what ye shall eat, or what 
ye shall drink; nor yet for your body what ye shall 
put on. Therefore take no thought, saying, 
What shall we ent? or what shall we drink? or 
wherewithal shall we be clothed? (for after all these 
things do the gentiles sesk:) for your heavenly 
father knoweth that ye hav need o! all these things. 
But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added 
unto you " (Matt. vi, 25-33). i 

This kind of tetehing must be corrected ; it is 
false! Man is dependent upon man; no God ever 
did or ever will help him. Bə he ever so good no 
God will reward, feed, clothe, or help him; be he 


| ever so bad no God will blame him. What he needs 


is to escape his own condamnation. 
RELY ON SELF, NOT ON MYTHS AND BUGABOOS. 

In order i0 develop an independent spirit in man 
it is necessary to increase his responsibility. Man 
must be taught to rely upon his own strength, upon 
the powers of his own body and mind. He musi 
learn his relations to nature and abide by the laws 
of his being. He must be grounded in the great 
truth that if he would hav anything he must earn 
and deserve it, that he can never obtain anything by 
praying. Human destiny follows human conduct. 

The old absurdity that man is responsible to and 
wholly dependent on God cannot be proved. There 
are no facts to warrant such & notion; on the con- 
trary, manis responsible to himself. It is this truth 
that is calculated to elevate and ennoble human life. 
Let human beings be convinced that they are not 
what God but what their heredity has made them, 
that they are responsible to themselvs and their 
fellow-men for what they do, and they will bs more 
worthy of respect and liv more worthy lives. 

Let every genuin Liberal use every lawful means 
to put an end to the mockery of thanksgiving 
roclamations. -- 

à C. B. RRTNOI Ds, See. Wash. Sec. Union. 

Fremont, Wash. 

— aD —ñ—k 

We will furnish free sample pages —piotures and 
text—of the Freethinkers Pictorial Text-Book” to 
any friend who will distribute them where they will 
do good, and to anyone who will become a selling 
agent a liberal discount will be made. A Freethinker 
of good address, man or woman, out of work, could 
make good salary selling this book in any town of 
fairly Liberal inhabitants. 
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Qu the Paritic Coast. 


The Special Agency for the Pacifie Ooast of The Truth 
Seeker is at 888 Howard street, San Francisco, Cal., where the 
paper and our publications can be found ard subscriptions re- 
newed. Mr. S. P. Putnam, also, will receive subscriptions 
and renewals. 


I cannot giv the denouement of this drama. I 
must rely upon the Spokane spokesman to do justice 
to this romantic affair : i 


OAKESDALE, Sept. 18.—[Special.]—The latest that can be 
learned here to-night in regard to the Gilstrap affair is that 
the enterprising young editor whose Mormon tendencies are 
the talk of this city, has been overhauled at Helena and is 
being brought back here to answer for his misdeeds. 

Nothing nas ever happened in this place which so intensely 
wrought up the citizens. The excitement caused by the 
organization of a vigilance committee a year ago, and the 
wild indignation recently caused by the attempted assassi- 
nation of Mr. Comegys, were but a murmur compared with 
the roar of anger that now goes up from the citizens of 
Oakesdale over the villainous conduct of this smooth man 
Gilstrap. People are wild to think that they hav treated 
such & creature as & man. Since his arrival here he has 
posed as an editor and educator of the people. It is thought 
that it will not be safe for the authorities to bring him back 
to Oakesdale. Aside from the violence he might suffer at 
the hands of a mob, the fathers, brothers, and husbands of 
his many victims will not hesitate to kill him on sight. 

The list of Gilstrap’s amours swells daily. The develop- 
ments are astounding. Girls and married women whose 
reputation has hitherto been beyond question, it now trans- 
pires hav been intimate with him. 

And the matter does not end there. So good was Gilstrap’s 
standing in this community that he was welcomed in many 
homes. In view of the developments of the past day or two, 
rumor does not spars a household where Gilstrap was inti- 
mate. The result is disastrous and suspicious in many of 
Oakesdale’s families. Husbands look suspiciously at their 
wives; fathers and mothers eye their daughters in à ques- 
tioning manner and in every home where the trail of the 
serpent is supposed to be, there is a quiet, domestic investi- 
gation going on. 

Gilstrap is a slight-built, rather good-looking young 
fellow. He was owner and editor of the Oakesdale Sun 
and the Alliance Advocate, published at the place, but never 
displayed more than average ability. He was, however, a 
devout church-member, led the choir, and was superintend- 
ent of the Sabbath-school. It was through his piety that he 
became acquainted with his victims. The unfortunate girls 
were all members of his Sabbath-school. While the pious, 
white-cravated young superintendent was interpreting the 
word of God to the flock around him he was selecting ewe 
lambs to sacrifice to his base passions. During seasons of 
revivals he was exceedingly activ in exhorting and converting 
sinners. In this way he gained the attention of the marrie 
women. It is said that one woman has confessed that the 
occasion of her first yielding to Gilstrap was one day when 
he made a call on her for the purpose of converting her. 
While they were on their knees praying Gilstray made 
improper advances. Later he prayed again, blasphemously 
calling upon the almighty to bless his actions. ' 


I need add nothing to what the secular press 
publishes. The picture is complete. As an exhi- 
bition of Christisn malignancy, Ohristian duplicity, 
Ohristian hypcorisy, Christian brutality, Christian 
crime, the history of Oakesdale for the last year 
beats the records. But what the Christians hav 
done at Oakesdale is only the logical outcome of the 
damnable religion of the churches. It is what all 
the churches will do, giv them achance. They are 
savage at heart, and so is the gospel they preach. 

Liberalism is on top at Oakesdale. It has won the 
victory by force of circumstances. It has proved 
itself to be law-abiding and on the side of justice. 
It has vindicated itself by a fair trial. I gave one 
lecture to a full house, although the weather was 
stormy. I was glad to meet the brave, true friends 
here who hav stood the brunt of the battle so nobly. . 
It took courage, wisdom, devotion, and resolute . 
spirit to meet the perils of the situation. Thomas 
Ssorist, M. M. Walsh, William Howard, J. W. Mo- 
Oune, and their confrères sre worthy of admiration. 
They hav maintained our colors splendidly. I en- 
joyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mra. Harry Weaver, 
whom I formerly met in the ranks of Freethought 
at Auburn, Ind. Again Iam in the cheerful house- 
hold of Mr. and Mrs. Sserist, and around the hos- 
pitab!e table of Mr. and Mrs. MeOlure. I find that 
woman ean see the dawning day outside the shadow 
of the churches.: W. O. Hadsel, M. M. Walsh, 
William Howard, are on the roll of Taz Truru SEEKER. 
I was pleased to meet with John E. Welm, an en- 
thusiastic worker—a reader also of Tue Tauru 
Srrxer, who sided in the lecture at Spokane, although 
not able to be pres ant. 

I must leave my account of Palouse City until 
next week. I had s splendid time there. Itisa 
banner town on this frontier. But it is important 
that the remarkable events at Oakesdale should be 
put on record as fer as possible. It was a decisiv 
and dramatic contest between Liberalism and Ortho- 
doxy, and Libaralism has made a brilliant success. 

Another great victory has been achieved. The 
attorney-general of the state has declared that the 
reading of the Bible in the public schools is uncon- 
stituticnal. I forward the Spokesman containing 
his argument. Itis able and an indication of im- 
mense advance in the minds of the people. Itisa 
atate paper of the first importance to our cause. 

Spokane, Sept. 21, 1891. Samozn P. Purnam. 


— . 
Reflections from San Francisco. 


Rav. Minot J. Savage has been creating a sensa- 
tion on the coast by his radical utterances from tha 
rostrum and pulpit. Crowds of people attend his 
talks and the daily papers hav published lengthy 
reports of his remarks. Work of this kind reaches 
aclass of people that would otherwise remain in 
almost complete ignorance of radical ideas. There is 
need of more such men as Mr. Savage, and more 


would bə better than one. He never faile to do his 
level best for the cause. A 

Henry Ferguson, W. E. Schneider, Robert Ehrich, 
Michael Menli, Robert Orr, are on the roll of Tax 
TRUTH SEEKER, 

James Whaley and others were present from 
Plaza. í | 

I was pleased to meet with Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin. 
Mrs. Baldwin is an intelligent and cultivated lady, 
an earnest advocate of Liberal principles, and can 
be eloquent on the platform if need be. 

Mayor Terry maintains order and deals impartially 
with the Liberal and the orthodox. He introduced 
me at the lectures. 

Rosalia is a go-ahead place. It has a good news- 
paper, good schoole, and the Liberal and advanced 
element prevails. 

Oa to Oakesdale, Friday, September 18th. Well, 
Oakesdale has had a curious time sinco I was here 
last. I might write a novel out of the remarkable 
events which hav occurred. It has been like a stage 
play, and the dramatic surprises of real life make 
“truth stranger than fiction.” : 

In the first place, there has been a desperate effort 
on the part of Christians to run this town and drive 
out the Liberals, with murder if need be. That 
there was an attempt to assassinate Mr. George 
Comegys admits of but little doubt. Whether the 
better element of the church saw the actual outcome 
cannot be known, but as & matter of fact the 
preachers of Oakesdale hav sanctioned bloodshed in 
the endeavor to carry out their plans. The spirit of 
the Dark Ages has shown itself in the transactions of 
the clergy. Mr. William Howard was threatened 
with arrest by the city marshal without any legal 
authority whatsoever. Mr. Ohadwick, of Oolfex, 
mayor of that city, Mr. Howard’s counsel, informed 
him of the illegality of the marshal’s warrants. Mr. 
Oomegys coincided with this view as a matter of 
law. This was declared by the city council to be 
“incendiary advice,” and the marshal was ordered 
by the city council to take Mr. Comegys “dead or 
alive,” for expressing an opinion which has since 
been declared by the courts to be good law. How- 
ever, the city council did not care for law—they were 
representative of the churches. Mr. Howard was 
atrested and thrust into jail without the. slightest 
legal authority. He consulted with Mr. Comegys. 
Afterward as Mr. Oomegys was peaceably walking 
the streets with a friend, Mr. Luke Walford, without 
any warning the marshal and two deputies stood in 
front with drawn pistols. Mr. Comegys fling up 
his unarmed hand and exclaimed, “ Hold on there !" 
But searcely were the words out of his mouth when 
the pistols were fired. Mr. Comegys leaped into a 
saloon near by and prepared to defend himself. O20 
young men was shot in the leg. For a while mob- 
law prevailed. The Obristians were rampant. They 
rushed to the back of the saloon endeavoring to get 
a sight of Comegys. “Shoot him!” was the cry. 
In the street a minister of the gospel was crying, 
„Arrest him if it takes six lives!’ However, the 
minister carefuily kept himself in the rear. It was 
his voice only that was portentous. By this time 
M. M. Walsh was at the side of Oomegys with a 
pistol. The Ohristians began to realize there was 
danger and that it wouldn't do to press matters. 
Comegys's friends rallied in force. To prevent 
further bloodshed a compromise was effected. It 
was agreed by the Ohristians not to arrest Mr. 
Comegys that day. Afterward, however, by a sly 
trick, the Ohristians made an attempt on Oomegys, 
but were prevented by the determination of his 
friends. The Christians found themselvs in a tre- 
mendous difficulty. Under the guise of law they 
had created gnd headed a mob, end were lisble 
themselvs to the action of the courts. Mr. Howard 
was released on writ of habeas corpus. Mr. Comegys's 
three assailants were arrested, tried, and convicted 
of manslaughter. The end is not yet. The young 
man who was injured and who will probably be 
a cripple for life has sued the city for $50,000 dam- 
ages. It is worthy of note that during all his siok- 
ness not a Christian has visited him or offered him 
help, although he was s perfectly innocent party. An 
attempt was made to induce the young man to per- 
jure himself and swerr that Mr. Oomegys had a 
pistol in his hand when the shooting was done. 
This the young man refused to do, for he said that 
Mr. Comegys had no pistol in his hand. After this 
the Ohristians ignored the injured man. He would 
not lie for the glory of God. Mass meeting after 
mass meeting was-held by the Ohristians to back up 
the criminals, and the clergymen exhorted at these 
meetings and nearly $3,000 were raised by the 
church to defend the would-be assassins. Never 
was the cruel and cowardly spirit of Christianity 
more manifest then in these transactions. How- 
ever, the retribution came upon these fanatics most 
sudden and terrible. The tables are completely 
turned and all the Christians of Oakesdale to-day are 
covered with shame and confusion. They hang 
their heads. The world looks upon their disgrace. 
They are a by-word and a laughing-stock from one 
end of the continent to the other. They richly 
! deserve their tremendous punishment. 


News and Notes. 


Spangle used to be one of the largest distributing 
points in Washington before the advent of the rail- 
road. A vast territory received mail and supplies 
from the place. Sometimes twenty stage-coaches 
were here on an evening and crowds of passengers. 
That glory bas now departed and Spengle is a quiet 
railroad village. There is a fine wheat country about 
it, and over half a million bushels of grain are shipped 
from this station yearly. I find a comfortable 
stopping-place at the hotel of O. W. Frick, who, like 
many of our Weatern pioneers, has been over the 
world in various wanderings, and, having his eyes 
open, has lost all confidence in theology and the 
churches.. I meet plenty of friends at this rendez. 
vous—Julius Sehure, of Waverly, Winfield Keevy, 
Mat and Fred Buckmaster, G. T. Mo Farland, and 
others. I gave the first Freethought lecture in this 
place. The house was full and the reception every 
way most favorable. Mr. Joseph Henrich is the 
main worker here. Tar Truta Serger list was 
increased. Knuth and West H. Neidringhaus are 
enrolled with Mr. Henrich. The busy season pre 
vented many from attendance. There are two or 
three forlorn churches at Spangle. The orthodox do 
not make a very flourishing appearance. 

I lecture at Spangle Tuesday, September 15ih. 
On Wednesday following I go to Rosalia, and here 
the “old guard" is ready—Peter Prcff, A. Dorsey, 
William Fiek, Sam Avery, and others. I giv two 
lectures. The churches hav a prayer-meeting, but 
this is adjourned on account cf slimness of attend- 
ance. I find a clergyman here, the R, v. A. Y. Skae, 
who has the courage of his convictions. He arose 
to reply at the close of my last lecture and was 
granted a cordial hearing. He seemed to be in ear- 
nest and made some good points. He declared that 

he was a Presbyterian egg hatched under a Baptist 
hen and was now a Methodist chicken. To this I 
replied that by & further evolution he might become 
a Freethought man. Another point was that he 
weighed one hundred and seventy-five pounds. My 
rejoinder was that I weighed one hundred and eighty 
pounds. I therefore had the weight of the argu- 
ment. Again he said, pointing to a new carriage— 
for the lecture was given in a large agricultural imple- 
ment and wagon storehouse—“I can make a car- 
riage, can you?” To this I remarked that I could 
make a pair of shoes and he could not. These, in 
the main, were the theological pointers of my critic. 
The deeper aspects of the question were not touched 
upon and time did not allow me to advance thera on 
my own account. I therefore challenged my jolly 
reverend gentleman to several nights’ debate at 
Rosalia, in order that the pros and cons might be 
more fully elucidated. He accepted my challenge, 
and unless the Rev. Mr. Skee shows the white 
feather there will be & debate this winter at Rosalia. 

Wednesday was a blustering day and the dust 
rolled in clouds over the hills and vales, but in spite 
of this, with Mr. A. Dorsey and Henry Ferguson I 
paid a visit to the ranch of William Fisk, and here 
we enjoyed ourselvs in good Freethought fellowship 
for several hours. Mr. Fisk is a Liberal with every 
fiber of his being and is always a generous contrib- 
utor to the work. His two sisters liv with him, gen- 
tle and orthodox, but that does not disturb the har- 
mony of the fireside. Here is philosophic calm. 
Fisk does not hav the slightest trouble about the 
next world, and as for this world he gets the cream 
of it in a sensible fashion. He says if he had a 
million dollars he'd spend it all for Freethought, and 
I guess he would. I had a fine opportunity to view 
the country surrounding Rosalis. Abundant crops 
are produced here. The harvest, however, is nct so 
good this year as usual. The rains were rather late. 
This is an excellent region for fruits. I visited Oal- 
houn’s orchard on my return from Fisk's. Apples, 
pears, prunes, and plums are plenty and rich in 
flavor. Peaches, also, in certain localities are suc- 
cessfully cultivated. This is a magnificent country— 
illimitable acreage, with a fair climate and wealth of 
soil. Only a few years ago not a house was here, 
not a fence, and now the villages are springing up 
like magic, and the march of industry is indeed 
brilliant over these rolling hills. The future of this 
great country is alluring. 

The Rosalia Rustler still rustles. I. E. Nessly ig 
editor and proprietor. He is not afraid to Sy N 
Kona or a the Liberal. , 

eter Proff and his family are in the front 
2 e P REDE 5 &bor to take a 1 

ew Zialand, an e Liberal friends i 
find him a stanch comrade. an hee wil 
. ©. D. Lack gave welcome st his homestead. He 
is a bachelor but thinks on the whole that two 


`~ 
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such work as he is doing. The ranks of Liberalism 
are filled from the camps of orthodoxy and these 
cannot be more effectivly reached than through the 


efforts of such men as Minot J. Savage. 


I was much pleased as well as surprised to receive 
` recently from an old friend an sid to the cause of 
Freethought in the shape of a $10 bill, accompanied 


by the following interesting words: “Would gladly 


add another cipher to the saw-buck rag of Urcle 


Sam if I could afford it. I giv you paper money, 


thinking you can put your trust in it in preference 


to the silver dollar whose trust is based ‘in God. 


.. Lay it up where neither moth nor rust will 
corrupt it—that is, circulate it where it will continues 
a good work in liberalizing publie sentiment and aid 


in pulling down the strongholds of error, supersti- 


tion, and intolerance, and destroying the power of 
the priesthood.” I can only say, thanks. The favor 


is gratefully accepted. 


In Livermore, a town numbering its inhabitants 
into the thousands, lying about forty miles from the 
eastern edge of Alameda county, and perhaps lying 
about some other trivial matters; also booming into 
notice as a possible suburb of Oakland—that is, if 
reports of this “Athens of the Pacific coast” are 
worthy of eredence—the proud possessor of two 
weekly newspapers, four churches, and a score or two 
of Freethinkers who are not backward in coming 
forward, not to mention a large number of people 
who believe in the principles of Sscularism. The 
church influence recently effected a combination of 
forces—a sort of temporary consolidation as it were, 
fo impress upon careless sinners the necessity of 
“coming to Jesus.” The best of local talent rein- 
forced by a traveling evangelist, who claimed to hav 
geen and talked with the spirit of Jesus and was 
therefore possessed of unusually favorable qualifi- 
cations for the duties of such a position, worked for 
a dozen days with unflinching energy. A convert 
and one-half-—a woman anda child—were added to 
the list of the saved. These revivalists brought 
their best arguments to bear upon Mr. M. S. 
Palmer, a veteran Freethinker, but he compelled 
them to retire in confusion. The sturdy Freethinker 
did not allow them fime to catch their breath, and 
they gave up trying to convert him and devoted 
their time to street-singing and pulpit-pounding, 
with the result as stated above, world unceasing, so 
might it be. 


Speaking of the silly antios of the representativs 
of the family Simiadæ, did you ever notice that the 
“lords of creation” are addicted to a similar habit? 
I am forcibly reminded of this by the recent words 
of a London ‘Theosophist of eminénce who in all 
sobriety and earnestness says that he has received 
a most impressing communication from the late 
Madam Blavatsky. She complains that she is most 
unfortunate since her arrival in Devachan. She has 
lost all her clothes on the passage and is wandering 
about the meads of Asphodel in a sad state. Were 
it not for the uncertain means of communication 
between the globe upon which we are exhibited and 
the present address of Madam Blavatsky, it would 
be proper to raise a fund and send to her relief. 
But probably the climate is mild there and, like the 
late lamented Balmaceda, she could not get chilly 
even if she wanted to. 


Ihav been spending some of the shady hours of 
the day lately in looking over “ exchanges," a task 
which, while it might be made very pleasant by 
putting a pretty girl within range of the eye looking 
over the paper, is generally somewhat tiresome. 
There are several papers published which one may 
study over fora long time without gaining much 
knowledge, and from one of these I will clip a gem 
or two which the writers hav had pub in type and 
left to the ignorance of their readers. An advocate 
of the “hollow globe” theory supports. his position 
by the statement that when standing on a pier 
thirty feet high and observing a similar pier ten 
miles distant he caused several yachts, the masts of 
which were not over twenty-five feet high, to sail 
from pier to pier, and in no case did the vessels ob- 
scure the distant pier. I may not possess as much 
perceptiv power as some persons, for I fail to com- 
prehend how a mast twenty-five feet high could 
cover a space thirty feet in hight, not to mention 
the added five feet or more of the observer's person. 

„Women are the ravens that feed Elijah.” This 
is scriptural enough to achieve success anywhere. 
That is, it is sufficiently ambiguous to permit of any 
interpretation which may suit the reader. But the 
writer, not realizing that this was the proper point 
to tarry, that he should leave further amplification 
to the taste and inclinations of his audience, adds: 
„The raven is adark and stupid bird which ean carry 
a message although not able to understand its im- 
port.” In making this ungallant assertion he boldly 


courts destruction, and I am inclined to think it not 


unmerited, 3 F. L. Browne. 


forget. 


I the Middle States, 


My Lecture Trip. 


Leaving Shreve, I was taken across country a dig- 
tanos of seven miles to Nashville, where I wag down 
for two lectures. This is the first time in the history 
of this town that Freethought meetings were held and 
Freethought lectures given, and when the announce- 
ments were first made they fell like a thunderbolt 
among the orthodox. From the first means were 
taken to prevent the lectures, if possible; desperate 
measures were to be resorted to but they would 
carry their schemes to a successful issue. “ Hen- 
fruit” was freely talked of; steps were also taken to 
depriva us of a place of meeting. But their efforts 
all ended in smoke. They may perhaps smoke 
themselves some day." For our meetings were held, 
and successfully, toc. There were, at the least 
computation, one-third of the entire population in 
attendance (about four hundred), and stranger still, 
one-half of my audience were ladies, showing that 
in Nashville they are not (mentally) the weaker sex. 
We experienced no disturbance whatever beyond 
the blowing of a steam whistle attached to a thrash- 
ing machine which some one had placed underneath 
the window of the meeting- room and for a time 
succeeded in making a greater noise than myself. 

Thus the first lectures in Nashville were very 
succeisful ; nob an empty seat could be found on the 
second night. During my stay here I was the guest 
of Mr. and Mra. Dan Pfouts, by whose efforts, 
assisted by H. Kircer. and others, the lectures were 
arranged. Iwas very loth to leave their pleasant 
little farm- house, situated in a luxurious valley about 
two miles from town. Their kindness I shall never 
James Oross, of Black Creek, drove over 
and presided at both meetings. There are a number 


of earnest Fresthinkers in this little town, but they 
cannot organize as yet, having no palpable means of 


existence. Alas for the national organization, 
which should be able to render assistance and sup- 
port to such places as these. And there are many 
such in our land; in fact, their name is legion. 
With a little judicious administration carried out in 
the right direction, it is impossible to estimate the 
good thst would result therefrom. 

From Nashville I went back. to Shreve, hoping 
that the local sky-pilots had thought well to accept 
the challenge I had made them to debate, but my 
hopes were not realized, they, thinking no doubt that 
discretion was the better part of valor, declining to 
come forward and defend that which they were paid 
to preach. ‘‘ These parsons sre wise." They know 
on which side their bread is buttered—that is, both 
sides” as a general rule. 

I again resumed my journey to Alliance, where I 


was advertised for two more lectures, which were 
given in the Independent church. They were suc- 
cessful in every respect, thanks to the combined 


efforts of D. W. and R. G. Smith. The lectures were 


made more affractiv by & short though lively de- 
bate. . ` 


I had not long to stay here, for after the lecture I 


had to prepare for a midnight journey to Quincy, O., 
reaching there about noon the next day. At the 


depot I was met by James Madison Putnam, an 
ardent and earnest Freethinker whose hospitality I 
enjoyed during my visit here, and who for many 
yerra hes served ag a county official. Previous to 


my advent in Quincy, the Freethinkers had been in a 


state of anxiety and despsir, for, with that consis- 
tency so characteristic of Christians in general, they 
had completely ‘ignored the divine injunction of 
their master “fo resist not evil,” declaring that In- 
fidelity was an evil that could not be forwarded in 
their midst. They refused to let us hav a hall to 
meet in, having control thereof; sad and gloomy 
was the outlook; esgerly they chuckled at every ray 
of hope, but only to be hurled back with disappoint- 
ments. Hope had changed to despair, a dark cloud 
hung o’er their hearts like a pall, when suddenly 
from out of the darkness shot a bright ray of light, 
which increased as it approached; and with the 
glowing brightness each true heart leaped with joy. 
Mr. George Dormire had nobly sprung to the res- 
cue, bringing with him the Bible deeds of an old 
school-house which he had purchased at Oarysville, 
six miles away, and dedicated the same to the Free- 
thinkers of the district. All hail to Mr. George 
Dormire. Such an action is well deserving the 
thanks—not prayers—of all Freethinkers. “When I 
was in trouble he did comfort me.” Tie lectures 
were given in the old school-house, now a Free- 
thought hall, having been purged of the Holy 
Ghost. They were well attended. The principals 
and teachers of the surrounding schools were among 
the audience, who listened attentivly but had noth- 
ing to say, as ususli. There are some good live Lib- 
erals here, including besides those mentioned P. H. 
MeOCrorky, J. Stockwell, W. Duncan, and others. 
With the possibilities they hav before them they 
will organize a Secular society here at no late date. 
I left here Wednesday morning for North Balti- 


more, where I bad to lecture the same night, arriving 


port of the government. 


discourse. 


the fourth century united church and state. 


in town just an hour before the time of opening. It 
took me some time to get located, so that finally I 
had to mount the platform dusty and travel-stained. 


The haudsome Opera House had been engaged for 


the meeting, capable of holding about eight hundred 
people, but, alas! my audience scarcely numbered 
one sixteenth of its holding capacity, being by far 
the smallest attendance I hay encovntered during 
my experience. This was due in a great measure to. 
a lack of advertising. I met here several good and 
earnest Freethinkers, among them being S. M. 
Bower ; O. Germann and family, of Bloomdale, who 


had traveled eight miles to hear the lecture; aleo 
Dr. Eaton. 


I hope for better luck next time I visit 
here. Here endeth the second lesson. Friends in 
Iows, Nebraska, and Colorado desiring my services 


to lecture are requested to address me in care of E. 
A. Stevens, 498 West Madison street, Chicago. 


` Joun R. CHARLESWORTH: 
— ae 


Lectures and Meetings. 
B. P. PurNAM'8 lecture sppointments for October are ag 


follows: Grant’s Pass, Ore., October 7th, 8th ; San Francisco, 
11th; Sacramento, 18th. Will lecture in California through 
the months of October, November, December, and January, 
state convention January 29th. 


Tur Radical Club will suspend after October 1st, and the 


Libera! Club will resume its usual Friday evening meetings 
October 2d at 220 East 15th street. 
open the course of political debates during October with a 
lecture on ‘‘ Socialism in Present Politics.” 


Mr. W. C. Owen will 


J. G. HRRTwIG, P. O. box 418, Washington, D. C., intends 


tolecture during the forthcoming fall and winter on the 
following subjects: 1. 
the present customs and internal revenue systems of the 
United States and advocating a not graduated income tax 
in their stead, for raising the revenue necessary for the sup- 
2. “Free Coinage,” advocating . 
free and unlimited coinage, from American silver, of a tem- 
porary silver dollar, correct as to its bullion value, and, as 
Boon as it can be accomplished, an international agreement 
as to fixed ratio between gold and silver as monetary metals. . 
8. *Bunday Laws,” energetically opposing ‘such laws, ag. 


„National Taxation,” opposing 


violating the Constitution of the United States, and, in 


addition, expounding the other demands of Liberalism.” 


He urgently and sincerely solicits engagements for these 
lectures. ` 


Tue Spokane, Wash., Spokesman reports Mr. Putnam’s. 
recent lecture in that city as follows: 8. P. Putnam, presi. 
dent of the Liberal Union of California, delivered & lecture 
in the Unitarian church last evening on Liberalism and 
Freethought.” Mr. Putnam is a rapid but pleasing speaker, 
and his large audience seemed to thoroughly appreciate the 
He showed that he was well-read on all matters - 
pertaining to his subject, and at times his eloquence was such 
as to elicit long-continued applause from bis listeners. Mr. 
Putnam took the stand that the people ought to fight every 


encroachment of the church upon the state. He considered 
the Sabbath day and Surday entirely different, a8 the Bab- 
bath was the Lord’s day and originated with Constantine in 
the year 321. In speaking of the Sunday law Mr. Putnam 
said: It is urged by some that we need a national Sunday 
law to make the state Sunday law effectiv. We ask why 
80? What is the need of Sunday laws at all? What are 
they for? Are they for the religious or irreligious? Law 
in civil government, whether civil law or any other, means 
compulsion. Are Bunday laws to compel those who believe 


in keeping Sunday to keep the day, or to compel those who 
do not believe in keeping Sunday to keep it?” 
called attention to the effort being made to close the World's 
Fair on Sunday. He considered it an unjust thing to do. 
It would be an encroachment upon the religious liberties 
and a tendency toward the uniting of the church and 
state. He did not believe in any more law on Sunday than 
on any other day in the week. He believed.in it as a day of 
rest and recreation, but not a day where men should be 
compelled to go to church and listen to dogmas that do not 
interest them. He said California was the only state that 


Mr. Putnam 


did not hav Sunday laws. For the national Congress to pass 


Sunday laws would be a rank injustice. Mr. Putnam closed 


his lecture as follows: ‘‘The enactment of a Sunday law in 
The same kind 
of legislation now will do the same thing. Against such 
measures every loyal citizen and every lover of civil and 
religious liberty should raise hig voice in protestation and 
warning." All through the lecture Mr. Putnam was listened 
to with the greatest interest, and it is understood that & 
branch of the Liberal Union will be started in this city. 


—— A D —EUñ—AäA 


Tur most wonderful part of this infernal enter- 
prise [war] is, that each chief of the murderers 
causes his colors to be blessed, and solemnly invokes 
God before he goes to exterminate his neighbors. If 
& chief has only the fortune to kill two or three 
thousand men, he does not thank God for it; but 
when he has exterminated about ten thousand men 
by fire and sword, and, to complete the work, some 
town has been leveled with the ground, they then 
sing & long song in four paris, composed in a lan- 
guage unknown to ell who hav fought, and moreover 
replete with barbarism. The same song perves for 
marriages and births as well as for murders. 
Voltaire. 


is 
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The World’s Fair on Sunday. 

The following dispatch, received the other day in 
Chicago, presents a new phase of the Sunday-closing 
question: D 
f f WEATHERFORD, Tex., Sept. 9, 1891. 

Boanp or CONTROL COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION : One hundred 
thousand Texans protest against the Sunday closing of the 
World's Fair. The day of faraticism is passed. 

Norrawest Texas FAIR ASSOCIATION. 

„This,“ remarks the Chicago Journal, “ will prob- 
ably prove a starter for hundreds of such protests. 
So far but one side of the question has been heard, 
the advocates. against the opening. Now the other 
side has its inning." 


OFFICIAL OPINION IN ST LOUIS. 
From the St. Louis Chronicle. 


Deputy United States Collector Frederick W. H. 
Wiesehshn: “Certainly, let it be as open on Sunday 
as upon Monday. If necessary, let the Fair manage. 
ment hire an extra force of employees to keep it 
open on the Sabbath.” 

Capt. James H. Sieger, secretary to Postmaster 
Harlow: “I believe that the Fair should be kept 
open all the year around. I do not believe in the 
sentiment that kills its est on Monday for catching a 
rat on Sunday. The Fair is for all classes and con- 
ditions of citizens, and should be run open to all 
parties irrespectiv of religious belief or religious 
unbelief.” 

„By all means,” replied United States Prosecuting 
Attorney George D. Reynolds. “The Fair should 
be open every day in the yesr. I do not wish to 
appear opposing the church in any degree, but do 
not believe that the Bible means that mankind shsli 
eschew sll enjoyment on the Sabbath. The book 
says, ‘Thou shalt not labor on the Sabbath,’ and 
attending the Fair is not laboring by a long sight. 
Lat the church goer go to church in the morning 
and attend the Fair in the afternoon.” 

“I hope that I am s good churchman,” replied 
Assistant Postmaster Beverly A. Sturgeon, “but 
really can see no reason for closing the Fair on Sun- 
day sny more than upon Monday or Tuesday or 
Wednesday. There is so much innocent enjoyment 
to be derived for all classes that it would really be & 
pity to exclude the thousands on Sunday who are 
unable to go on sny other day. I think that no man 
is the worse for attending a Fair like the Columbian 
on the Sabbath days. He may be just as good and 
just as devout by attending both the church and the 
Fair upon the same day.” ; 

Circuit Olerk A. P. Selby and United States Oom- 
missioner Lester Orawford were engaged in conver- 
sation when the Chronicle reporter chipped in with 
the question. Of course it should be kept open on 
Sundays!” exclaimed Mr. Orawford. “ OF course it 
should not,” returned Mr. Selby with spirit. ''Giv 
the poor laborers a chance, I say,” continued Oraw- 
ford. “The Fair is for them as much as it is for 
anybody else. If you had to work every day in the 
week you'd want it open." Very true, responded 
Selby, “but every employer of labor will giv their 
men one or two days off every month to enjoy it. 
There is no use in desecrating the Sabbath when 
there are six days in the week for people to attend. 
Besides that, the employees of the Fair want a little 
rest. Oh, yes. But then you're wrong on the 
labor question. I'll wager that there ain't one 
employer in a hundred who would giv their men 
those two days off. Even if they would, who would 
vay the poor man's expenses while he enjoyed the 
Expcsition? Their wages—that is, many hundred 
of them—are just sufficient to carry them along.” 
“The employer would pay them for their day off. 
The government does it right along, doesn’t it? It 
giva its employees holidays when they want them.” 
“The ordinary employer is altogether different from 
the United States government, you'd find, if you 
worked by the day.” ‘St. Louis employers would, 
just the same. If the Fair were held here they 
would be too glad to doit. Don’t you remember 
that the Exposition managers here had the same 
question up before them, and when it was put 
` squarely before the people the people decided to hav 
it closed on Sundsys. Likewise the Fair manage 
ment here. You will find that it is the same way 
there at Chicago when the time comes.” 


ORGANIZED LABOR 'S PROTEST, 
Resolutions adopted by the Workingmen of Minneapolis. 

Whereas, Au attempt is baing made by s group 
of -self-constituted representativa of institutional 
religion, led by Don Quixote Elliott P. Shepard and 
Heresy- Hunter Francis L. Patton, to induce the 
Worid's Fair at Chicago to close the doors of the 
Fair on Sunday, thus compelling a publie and official 
recognition of the church’s “holy day " and depriving 
three-fourths of the people of the republic of the 
opportunity to derive instruction from witnessing, 
if they so desire, the products of industry and art on 
the one day of the week when they are free from 
labor; and 

Whereas, In urging this action upon the board, 
these self-important individuals present a memorial, 
couched in the language of cant and fiction, in sup- 


port of their interference with the liberties of three- 
fourths of the people, and ` 

Whereas, The institution represented by these 
meddling pietists has not been in the past and is not 
now the friend and champion of the world’s work- 
ers; whether we look to one division or another, the 
attitude of the church as an institution to the labor- 
ing masses, ag manifested in the utterances of con- 
spicuous representatives, is the same. Oardinal 
Gibbons, of the Oatholic church, says the woes of 
the poor are a pari of the divine plan to giv the rich 
an opportunity to be generous; Bishop Vincent, of 
the Methodist church, denounces foreign work- 
ingmen as “rascals” and cringes to foreign“ 
eapitalists; Heresy Hunter Patton’s ultimation ig 
that “if the workingman and his family [who make 
a World's Fair possible] cannot see the World's Fair 
on any other day than Sunday, so much the worse 
for the workingman,” and Rev. Marion D. Shutter, a 
representativ of the church that affirms the salva- 


tion of all men in thé next world, sneeringly refers to. 


those who try to save men here as “ labor reformers 
rum-sosked and smelling of kerosene.” In brief, the 
church as an institution is arrayed against & world- 
wide movement for the economic freedom of. the 
wealth producers and upholds the tyranny of capital ; 
it blacklists within its organization men of broad 
human sympathy and courageous utterance and dis- 
honors the teachings of the carpenter of Nezareth ; 
therefore 

RSOLVRD, That we protest against the closing of 
the World’s Fair on Sunday; we deny the right of 
any body of fanaties, numbering only s small part 
of the country’s population, to interfere with the 
management of so important a national enterprise 
for the purpose of foisting a proscriptiv and dubi- 
ous religion upon the majority; we declare it to be 
our belief that these meddlers are not go much con- 
cerned in securing a day of rest for wage-earners as 
they are in bolstering up by law and custom their 
tottering institutions ; we advise them to discover 
better methods than. any they are now familiar with 
to honor the name of their gentle and humane master, 
and we demand that the board of managers shall 
refrain from sny action that will shut out working- 
men from the Fair on the day which, under existing 
conditions, is the only available one for them and 
their families. 


COMPANION SPEECHES. 
: - Chicago Evening Post. 

Colonel Shepard’s reading of Dr. Francis L. 
Patton’s famous ‘ so-much-the-worse-for-the-work- 
ingman” apothegm is sufficiently ingenious, but, 
with all respect to the colonel, it wholly lacks au- 
thority. Dr. Patton isa trained scholar and logician 
who fully understands the meaning of words. If 
he had desired in any way to amend, annotate, or 
explain away the utterance he originally delivered to 
ihe Hvening Post last Wednesday, he would un- 
questionably hav done so with his own hand. Five 
days hav elapsed since Dr. Patton spoke these ever- 
memorsble words, and, though the columns of this 
paper, and, doubtless, every other paper in Chicago 
as well, hav been open to him, the good doctor has 
offered no word, whether of explanation or denial. 
We shall therefore take the liberty of concluding 
that Dr. Patton intended and still intends his words 
fo be accepted on their face value, as they stand, 
viz: 

“I know all sorts of reasons hav been urged why 
the Fair should be kapt open on Sunday. It has 
been said that the workingman and his family cannot 
see the Fair on sny other day. So much the worse 
for him.” 

This observation, clear, pointed, unmistakable, 
goes therefore into history elongside of that famous 
expression from the lips of one of Oolonel Shepard’s 
distinguished relative (by marriage): 

“The public be damned !” CURR 


SUNDAY AND THE WORLD'S FAIR. 
From the Phtladelphia Telegraph. 

There is a wide difference between making Sunday 
what it is in the Old World, especially on the Euro- 
pean continent, and making it a day of idle gloom 
and unrest for the messes of toilers. It is most 
difficult to perceive that harm can come to them 
through a Sunday visit to objects which in them- 
selva are free from offense, which excite pleasurable 
feelings, and instruct and enlighten the mind. If 
the Fair of 1893 should be opened on Sundays, the 
world or this country would scarcely be the worse 
for it; and there is reason to believe that hundreds 
of thousands of our people would be the better 
for it. The religion which is to-day doing the most 
good is that which appeals to the minds and the 
hearts of the multitudes as much as to the soul ; it 
ig a broader and a more helpful and cheerful religion 
than that upon which the Puritans and Covenanters 
built their Sunday laws; it conforms more to the 
general spirit of humanity and the daily needs of 
the world than its predecessor did, and it seems to 
regard with favor everything that enlightens and 
refines the masses of the people. If the Ohicago 


Fair shall do this on six days of the week it is felt 
that it may do it on the seventh. : 


SUNDAY, MONDAY, AND THE FAIR. 
From the New York World. ] 

The World's Fair at Chicago will be something 
more and better than a national glorification. It 
will be a great educational opportunity for the 
people. j i i 

Bigotry and crankism hav combined in an effort to 
cripple its educational capacity by securing the 
closing of its gates on the only day of the week 
when ihe great multitude of workingmen and their 
families hav leisure to visit it. : 

This effort should be met now with a protest that 
will defeat it. Ifthe Fair is not to be open on Sunday 
it will lose half its value and half its interest to 
enlighiened minds. 

The employees of the Fair and of exhibitors ought 
not to work seven daysin the week. But substitu- 


‘tion will easily avoid that. If not, the Fair can be 


closed on Monday, as the Louvre and the Luxem- 
bourg are, for cleansing aud for the recreation of 
the attendants. Monday is always the day when 
visitors to a great exhibition are fewest in number. 
Sundry is the day when they are always most 
numerous. To close the Fair on Monday would be 
a rational proceeding ; to close it on Sunday would 
be to defeat its best usefulness. 
If a day of rest for employees cannot be provided 
without closing the Fair for & day in each week, in 
the name of right and reason let the great American ` 
washday be the one selected for that purpose. 


LADY MANAGERS AND COLONEL SHEPARD. 
` From the Chicago Herald. l 
The distinguished Sabbatarian, Colonel Shepherd, 
of New York, won a barren victory on Saturday | 
when he secured the adoption by the board of lady 
managers of the World’s Fair of an equivocal resolu- 
tion in favor of Sunday closing. The vote was 
36 to 26. Doubtless a good many of the women 
voted aye as a matter of courtesy and from an 
unwillingness to encounter misrepresentation and 
abuse. They knew also that the question as it was 
presented to them was wholly sentimental and that 
in its actual determination they would hav no voice. 
If a vote in the affirmativ would please the eminent 
pietists present and cause no injury to anybody 
else, why withhold it? So arguing, the majority of. 
the women arrayed themselvs on the side of the 
Sunday closers and the latter will go away with the 
consciousness that their visit was not wholly in vain. 
In’ the last national convention that Roscoe Oonk- 
ling adorned, an antagonist had grandiosely de- 
seribsd the. wild popularity of Mr. Blaine in the 
Northwest and on the Pacific. “He will carry the 
territories like a tornado.” When Oonkling arose to 
put Grant in nomination he disposed of claims for 
electoral voies for Blaine in various quarters; and, 
then, with his ineffable sneer, he drawled out: “ As 
for the territories, they hav no votes.” When refer- 
ence is made hereafter to the action of the women’s 
board on the Sunday Fair question a point of order 
will end the matter. The gallant colonel carried the 
ladies for his side with as much enthusiasm as Mr. 
Blaine would hsv carried the territories. But alack, 
the question is one over which the ladies hav no 
jurisdiction. It appertains exclusivly to the com- 
mission and the directory. The ladies on the 
Sunday opening are like the territories in relation to 
the electoral college. They hav no votes. On this 
shield the lance of the gallant colonel, bright and 
beautiful though it be, must hurtless break. 


— — — — 
Herbert Spencer’s Social Ideas. 
From the Cleveland Plaindealer. à 

‘Fancy a man about five feet nine inches in hight, 
wearing gray trousers, a black frock coat, a low-cut 
white waistcoat, highly-polished boots and cream- 
colored overgaiters, an old-fashioned stand-up collar 
and black tie, on his head a shiny silk hat and in his 
hands gloves and an umbrella. His face betokens 
good nature: His eyes are gray and soft. His 
mouth is firm. His cheeks are pinky white. Bushy 
iron-gray whiskers encircle his neck. He is a man 
you would look at a second time even in crowded — 
London ; and well you might, for it is none other 
than Herbert Spencer, the philosopher and author. 
I catch this glimpse of him as he precedes me up 
the steps of the Atheneum Olub in Pall Mall. He 
has made an appointment to meet me there this 
afternoon for a talk on some of the great problems 
of the day. e 

The privilege of a conversation with Mr. Spencer 
is not to be lightly esteemed. It is apparently also 
not easily to be gained. Even the ordinary English- 
man is not to be called on without a letter of intro- 
duction and without ample warning, and Mr. Spen- 
cer hedges himself about with extra precautions 
against intrusion. He has a lithographed letter 
ready for inquirers, and he sends it to all people who 
want him to be a committeeman for some public 
enterprise, charity, or movement; to students who 
desire some further expounding of his theories than 
is given in bis books, to autograph hunters, and, of 
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J course, to.interviewers. It is said that Mr. Spencer | entiously the claims of others—-who endeavors to 


went all over America without yielding once to the 
newspaper reporter, and I therefore feel a bit Jubi- 
lant at having secured his attention. It was done, 
of course, by letter. Mr. Spencer's reply waz the 
lithographed document referred to, but he kindly 
added a few lines. in his own hand, granting my 
request and appointing a meeting. As his litho- 
graphed letter laid much stress upon his failing 
strength and the consequent. pressure upon his time 
I was in some trepidation about calling on him, fear- 
ing to find myself confronted with an oger, cross- 
grained, rickety, and impatient. It was, therefore, a 
pleasant surprise to see this tall, straight old gentle- 
man, with a firm step and a smooth voice, come for- 
ward. Although he is seventy-one years of age he 
does not appear to be over sixty. 

„Won't you walk upstairs?’ he asked. 
will be better accommodation for conversation there.” 
And upstairs we went, the aged philosopher mounting 
the steps with the ease and agility of a young man. 
The conversation was charming. Mr. Spencer talked 
as freely as if he had no fear whatever of newspaper 
writers. His voice is not only musical, but his «nun- 
ciation is remarkably clear and correct. Every sylls- 
ble is plainly sounded with an ineisivness that might 
seem to be affected if it were not so evidently the 
result of long devotion to the correct use of lan- 
gusge. The conversation tock a wide rango. 

* Your new book is creating much talk,” I ssid. 
Well“ said Mr. Spencer modestly, “I am glad if 

such: be the cage.: I am fortunate in having many 
friends in Europe and America. My writings were 
recognized rather earlier in America than they were 


here, but of late years the returns from my works in 


Hogland hav been very much greater than from 
America; partly because my rate of profit per copy 


here is much larger, and partly because the English: 
Since I began to write | 
there has been a clear reaction against individual 
liberty. We are certainly. tending toward state 


editions supply the colonies. 


-Sacialiam, which will be a worse form of tyranny 


than that of any government now recognized in: 


civilization.” 

Aud after state Socialism, what?” 

“Military. despotism. At present the state is 
absorbing the individual activity of men. It is inter- 
‘meddling in all manner of ways in. what should be 
private enterprise. Gradually the state will usurp 
the functions of private enterprise to such an extent 
that the people will one day awake to it; but it will 
be long before they make an effectiv resistance. I 


cannot but think that the struggle will be severe— 
something terrible to contemplate; but I do not. 


pretend to set a date for the catastrophe or to antici- 
pate its horrors. The progress of the doctrin of 
evolution throughout the world is unquestionable, 
but at the same time I cannot say that I see any 
movement in the direction of my own views, polit- 


ically. Since I began to write there has been, as I 


Baid before, a clear reaction against individual 
liberty." 

Do you not think that we may escape this catas- 
trophe in America?“ 

* No. The American imagins that he enjoys the 
advantages of liberty, but the fact is that there, as 


elsewhere in the civilized world, the state is steadily. 


and rapidly absorbing the individual's freedom of ac- 
tion. The Amerigan has the form of self-sovereignty, 
but he-does not hav it in reality. It is difficult to 
foresee. what will be the outcome of American prog- 
‘ress; but I do not think that your republic will 
escape the consequences of the general struggle. 
The fact is, few men hav any true appreciation of 


liberty. It was in your own country that a gentle- 


man said to me: ‘If the majority told me what I 
should eat, I would obey.’ Now, he thought he was 
a free man; he thought that he appreciated liberty. 
But such an attitude is an admission of dependences 
upon authority. Subservience to a majority in per- 
sonal concerns is as bad as subservience to a king, 
and there can be no worse despot than the mejority. 
Just in the same way that men hav now come to 
resist the dictation of the state (be it one man ora 
majority of men) in respect to their religious beliefs; 

so, when they fully understand liberty, will they 
come to resist such dictation, even of the million sa 
of the one, in matters of private concern.” 

On the question of reform. What is your ides 
of the greatest reform we stand in need of to-day, 
political, educational, or what?” 

“ The great reform needed is to insist everywhere 
and always that each man shall take the consequence 
of his own nature; shall hav without deduction all 
‘the benefits of his own nature and actions, and take 
all the evils of his own nature and actions, and shall 
neither saddle these evils on other people nor be 
defrauded. by other people of the benefits. This is 
the only law which should be insisted on, not only 
in the conduct of individuals to one another, but 
also in the conduct of the state to individuals. One 
of the non-committants of the disregard of that 
fundamental principle is seen in your admiration for 
the smart men. A smart man is by the very con- 


“ There | 


obtain from them some of the legitimate results of 


their activities which should remain with them, and |: 


which in an indirect way he filches from them. In 
fact in a society in which there was a complete recog- 
nition and enforcement of the principle specified, 
there would be no place for ‘smart men.’” 

„Axe not what are called ‘the poor clase’ better 
educated and better clothed to-day than they were 
before ?” : 

“They may. be educated in a sense—know more. 
of grammar, history, geography, etc, but they are 
not educated in the least in all matters that concern 
society.” . 

“Tt has been said that this is partly due to the 
fact that the preacher and the church hav not done 
their duty.” 

* Well, the church insists upon all forms expressiv 
of religious subordinstion, and disregards the essen- 
tial principles which the creed enuncistes. At thé 


‘game time that they are having here weeks of prayer 


and early services and reading their Bibles before 
breakfast, they are countenancing and participating 
in filibustering expeditions all over the world and 
appropriating the lands of other people. That is to 


say, they are disregarding the essential principles of | ` 


their religion while they profess anxiety to propa- 
gate them.” 

“What man, the preacher, tie author, or editor, 
is going to help our people most??? 

“ Teaching does little. The disciplin of life does 
everything. There is nothing to do but to insist 
upon the carrying on of life in 2 thoroughly honest, 
conscientious way and reprobating everything that 
does not conform to a high standard of conduct. 
But I do not see much hope of changein this dires- 
tion while your material development is going on at 
so great a rate. In s society like yours ambition 
inevitably takes the direction of acquiring wealth 
and the struggle for this brings inevitable evile. So 
long as you hav the American continent to subdue 
and people I do not suppose you will change much 
in your ethical standards. 

* Are you still engaged in the production cf 
books!“ ` 

“Yes; and I want to say to you that I shall not 
take advantage of the new American copyright law. 
I shall continue to do as I hav done heretofore. I 
shall send over to America the stereotype plates of 
my book and hav them printed there without seeking 
for any protection from the American government. 
This new Jaw is really prejudicial to the interests of 
literature. The tendency always is for the graver 
books to be swamped in the flood of light literature; 
and just in proportion as the arrangements are guch 
as tempt publishers to push the sale of light litera- 
ture, just in that proportion are the books of the 
graver kind likely to be more swamped than they 
ere now. With this copyright law it will pay the 


American publisher less than it did before to take 


up books of a kind which are of doubtful sale. The 
fatal defect in the law is that it puts the author or 
publisher to the expense of a doubtful manufacture 
in supplying two communities. In these two com- 
munities there are eighty million of people. In 
America about ten thousand of these (to make s 
liberal estimate) are engaged in setting type for re- 
production of English publications, and for the sake 
of benefiting these ten thousand the Jaw compels 
eighty million to pay a higher price for their books. 
In so far as the new law recognizes the proprietary 
rights of an author, it may be accepted as a good 
step in the right direction, but there will hav to be 
a change before the literature which deserves pro- 
tection can gain any benefit from it. Instead of 
encouraging the unknown author of serious books, 
this law makes it harder for him to gain due recog- 
nition than it was before. Under this American 
law the publisher will seek out the man who has 
made his name; he will buy the popular author's 
works and distribute them very widely, and mean- 
time the rising man will be left to his own devices. 
The general effact will be to multiply the reproduc- 
tion of books which hav no serious influence upon 
the world, and to discourage those who write books 
of instruction.” 

* About American literature ?” 

“T hav read very little.” 

“ What about America ?" l 

“T believe it has a grand future, but I think thet 
there will comea great deal of tribulation before that 
future is realized.” 

* About the position that woman is likely to take 
in the bringing about of better things?“ 

“On that point I thoroughly agree that all careers 


in life shall be left open to women to succeed or not 


to succeed as they can, but I do not agree to giving 
them political power.” 

„But are they not underpaid?” 

“Well, the pay must ba proportioned to the 
work they do. It will adjust itself to the goodness 
of the production. That cannot be prevented.” 

The conversation then turned upon other and 
lighter topics. As I left him Mr. Spencer asked for 


ception of him, a man who does not regard consci- | a typewritten copy of the interview that he might 


revise it before publication. The above is just as it 
came to me afier revision. Davi» WECHSLER. 


Of Mr. Spencer's daily life the general publie 
knows little. He livs very comfortably near 
Regent’s park and is happy in the companionship of 
a few old friends and his books. He is now, as he 
has ever been, a great reader. He travels about in 
a leisurely way and often writes some stirring articles 
for the newspapers or magazines. Butin the main 
his is a quiet life. He dines away from home quite 
often, and sometimes goes to great barquets and 
places of amusement. Life is very pleasant to him. 
He is still on the sunny side of the road and ia per- 


fect health. He bas been honored by having his 


works extensivly translated. All are rendered into 
French, many into German, Russian, Italian, Spanish, 
Hungarian, Greek, Japanese, and Chinese. Many 
offers of scademie honors hav come to him, but all 
hay been declined. The old philosopher sits calmly 
in the twilight of life, watching the struggles of 


‘others who must soon take up the work that bas 


been his life's duty. 


——— — — 
The Blasphemous Rain-Compellers. 


That rain can be produced at will by human agen- 
cies is now & demonstrated fact, and henceforth, when 
rain is needed, we will not hav to depend upon the 
prayers of the righteous and the whim of an l- 
wise" providence. The terrible drouth will be over- 
come, thousands of dollare’ worth of property will be 
kept from ruin, suffering humanity will be refreshed 
and relievad, and in many cases lives will be saved. 
One hundred and fifty years ago the man who would 
hav suggested the possibility of producing rein would 
very likely hav been considered a crank and hooted 
into insignificance. "Two or three hundred years ago 
he would probsbly hav been burnt at the stake or 
otherwise disposed of as a heretic or a wizard. 
About eighteen hundred years ago had anyone caused 
rain by any other method than the old reliable one 
of prayer, he would either hav been entitled to asso- 
ciate with Jesus as a co-miracle-worker and enjoy 
with him everlasting glory, or would hav been put to 
death aud his soul sent to endless perdition on sus- 
picion of being an agent of the devil. But now in 
the progressiv nineteenth century, when the world is 
better protected from religious persecution and inter- 
ference, if an individual conceives of a scheme for 
doing anything that has hitherto seemed impossible, 
no matter how cranky he may be considered, he is at 
liberty to work out his idea, and if it does the world 
no good, it seldom if ever does if any harm. 

And now that the rain cranks hav succeeded in 
making it rain, the next thing for them to do is to 
invent some means cf preventing rain. This may 
not be done so readily perhaps, but in consideration 
of the wonderful achievements of our modern seien- 
tists, who will say that it is utterly impossible of 
accomplishment ? 

We never know very many days in advance when 
it is going to rain, but when it doss rain, and rains 
good and hard, we can be reasonably sure of pretty 
fair westher for the next few days. Therefore, 


it a hard shower could be produced on Monday, and 


lasted over Tuesday, then probably the rest of the 
week would be clear. If this could be done, and the 
government should establish a rain-tower on every 
fifty or one hundred square miles of utilized land, 
and should cause it to rain at stated intervals, then 
the people could make their arrangements accord- 
ingly, and not be always running the risk of getting 
a wetting. 

I hsv often thought that God would hav been a 
good deal wiser if he had deb apart one day in the 
week for rain instead of worship and rest, and let 
the people worship and rest to suit themselvs. It 
would hay saved scores of bonnets and bangs and 
tears for the ladies, and a good many boots and 
trousers and oaths for the men, and a vast amount 
of sickness and death for both. 

Ballamy’s plan of stretching awnings over the 
streets on rainy days is a good one for the people in 
town, but would hardly overcome the destruction 
and disappointment to the farmers and picniokers. 
What a glorious improvement it would be if the 
weather were under the perfect control of the 
people. l , 

For instance, Monday and Tuesday would be rainy 
days, and all in-door pleasures and business would 
be set apart for those days, and folks who were 
obliged to go out would go with umbrellas and over- 
shoes, and not be like the Methodists who went to 
camp-meeting to pray for rain and provided them- 
selys with no shelter in case their prayers should be 
answered. Then the priests and ministers would be 
forced to acknowledge the absurdity of their own 
faith and the unreliability of their God, and would 
undoubtedly be benefited by the works of the un- 
godly rain- makers. Lizz J. Maam, 

Washington, D. C. 
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We hope that whenever a Freethinker sees an 
article in his local paper in favor. of opening the 
World's Hair on Sundays he will mark it and 
send a copy to Benjamin Butterworth, secretary 
Board of Directors of World’s Fair, Rand. 
McNally building, Chicago, Nl., and to John T. 
Dickinson, secretary National Commission of 
World's Fair, at the same address. Let us make 
a vigorous and persistent fight in this matter. Our 
efforts must not slacken till the final decision is 
made, which may not be till 1893. 

— ey 


We shall print next week the full text of the decis- 
ion of the Attorney-General of the state of Washing- 
ton forbidding the reading of the Bible' in the publie 
schocls of that state. Itis a great victory for the 
Freethinkers who hav so persistently labored in the 


eause of justice on the Pacific coast. 
z ——— tipa 


Tux Bible Picture Book, we take pleasure in Say- 
ing, is now under way, and will be issued as goon 
this fall as the work oan be done and done well. 
The price will be $1, and it will contain a great deal 
for that amount. In renewing for TRE TRUTH SEEKER 
we hope our readers will not forget to incloge the 


dollar for it. 
: — — . —' 


To Some of Our New Friends. 


‘When we took the Freethought subscribers into 
Tax TRUTRH Szxxzs family, there were a few hundred 
of them who had paid nothing to Freethought for a 
year or two. 

We want to warn these that such is not the way 
to advance the cause, as they can easily see by the 
fate of their favorit paper, than which none was 
more ably conducted. 

They hav now had Tae Trove Szexer several 
weeks, during which time we hav heerd nothing from 
them, not even whether they like the paper or dislike 
it. And we reluctantly say that unless we hear from 
them substantially at once their names will hay to 
be taken from the list. If they want the paper the 
least they oan do is to say 80, and make a part pay- 
ment of their indebtedness. 

We hav received the foliowing from one of Free- 
thoughts patrons: 

J am receiving THE TRUTH SEEEER all O. K., as changed 
from Freethought. I take extra copies for circulating among 
the people to do missionary work. I find Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
better than a few years ago. Glad to see it holding its own 
and even improving. You will hear of me occasionally. 

** Yours truly, CHARLES F. BLAOKBURN.” 

We trust that others will follow Mr. Pee 
example and let us hear from them, 


The Criminality of Ministers and Their Victims. 


Mr. Z. A. Gleason, a truth seeking friend living in 
Kiowa, Kan., makes the following inquiry: “Some 
months ago, in a controversy with my brother, a 
Baptist minister (and by the by a very well-meaning 
man), I made the statement that the ministry fur- 
nished more criminals than either of the other pro- 
fessions. He wishes to know my authority. In one 
or two states I think they hav taken pains to ascer- 
tain the early education and the religious bent of the 
mind of its prisoners. Oan you, Mr. Editor, through 
the columns of your valuable paper, giv me sny 
information or authority in reference to these 
matters?“ ; 

There are no figures extant that we know about 
which giv the exact percentage of preachers in prison, 
or convicted of immorality, compared with doctors, 


lawyers, artists, actors, and members of other pro- 
| fessions. 


The one gin of which preachers hav almost 
a monopoly—offenses with and against women —is 
not usually punished by the secular arm, and go a 
list of preachers in prigon would afford no indication 
of how many had offended the moral if not the secu- 
lar law. The only statistics dealing with this sub- 
ject are embraced in The Orimes of Preachers,” 
and the author's opportunities for collecting figures 
were limited. But in reading about a dozen news- 
papers, covering a territory containing some thirty- 
five thousand ministers—less than one-half in the 
United States—he found some facts calculated to 
startle the thinking person. In seven years he 
found 2,053 crimes charged against the preachers, of 
which 1,113 were against women. Some of the 
preachers had two or three crimes charged against 
them. This wholesale showing led the author to a 
little reflection, to wit: “The crimes charged hav 
been mostly from the Northern states, and from 
about 35,000 priests and preachers. Now, 35,000 
men, after reaching maturity, with average health, 
liv about twenty-seven years, on the average. Make 
some allowance for parsonitis with this class, and 
giv an average age to preachers of twenty-five years, 
after they begin to preach, including ‘boy preachers.’ 
Then this compilation, commenced in 1876, and the 
35,000 preachers then ‘heralding glad tidings to a 
dying world, would liv twenty-five years, or till 
1901—say 1900; the recruits supplying the places 
of those ‘killed and wounded,’ b. e., died and other. 
wise accounted for.’ 

“ Now let us make a different computation to ascer- 
tain the amount of crime committed by the tribe of 
‘sky-pilots.” If 35,000 preachers hav committed 
2,000 crimes in seven years, 35,000 clergymen will 
commit 7,140 in twenty-five years. If but one out 
of sixteen has had his offense discovered and pub- 
lished, then 35,000 ‘guides to holiness’ commit one 
hundred and fourteen thousand crimes in twenty- 
five years ; and this presuming that the author has 
collated every instance of published offenses. If 
half of the ‘gentlemen of the cloth’ are innocent, 
the other half will be guilty of 228,000 erimes in 
twenty-five years. But, says one, you are computing 
upon the basis of the number of crimes charged, not 
upon the number of criminals. Well, let us com- 
pute upon the number of priests and preachers 
charged with crime; let us see how that would fig. 
ure. We hav 870 names now published in this work 
during seven years, the data for the first three or 
four years being very incomplete ; that will be 3,100 
in twenty-five years, on the same ratio. But take 
the ratio of the last two years, of nearly 200 per 
year, and the number in twenty-five years will be 
five thousand—agcertained and published criminels, 
‘wearing the livery of heaven! Only one out of 
sixteen having been detected and his crime published, 
this 5,000 must be multiplied by 16, making 80,000 
reverend criminals in twenty-five years—that is, in 
the lifetime of thirty-five thousand preachers there 
will be eighty thousand criminal preachers/ And 
so notoriously criminal that their names and crimes 
will be so thoroughly published that an ordinary 
newspaper reader in a little city in Iowa will see it 
and preserve the account. Really, the bureau of 
publie justice (*) should furnish the author with a 
good corps of clerks to keep this good work going 
on, so that the people may see just what kind of 
gentry these are, who assume to write all of our 
school-books, control our system of education, teach 
our children at Sunday-schools, deliver the word of 
God’ from the pulpit, and visit our wives and daugh- 
ters to see about their ‘spiritual welfare! 


And now, reader, we ask, in all candor, is there 


anything unfair in the above computation? If go, 


show us where it is. Facts are stubborn things; 
figures won't lie. The preacher has many ways to 
conceal his fault that the poor laborer has not, 
besides having the greater cunning of education and 
the aid of powerful and superstitious friends, none 
of which is at the service of the poor criminal. And 
then, of the 2,053 crimes charged against these 
‘followers of Jesus, 1,113 hav been committed 
against women—more than one-half of the crimes! - 
Do ladies as a rule proclaim to newspaper reporters 
their own shame for the sake of having the parson’s 
crime published? How much of such crime ever. 
really gets before the public eye? 

“ The statistics of crime, including the preachers, 
show that but about three per cent of all crime com- 
mitted is against women. Do the ladies always ‘ tell 
on’ the dominie? The philosopher who has the 
good of posterity at heart may even express a doubt 
of its having the best of parentage. f 

“ There is no denying these facts. The data are 
open to all. Then this exposé should cause even the 
most bigoted and superstitious to think, and, upon 
thought, to act.” 

The religious prejudices of criminals who hav not 
taken holy orders are more easily obtained. In. Tux 
Terura Szrkrs of April 18, 1885, we collated and 
published the figures showing the religious belief of 
criminals confined in sixty-six American prisons. 
These included the prisons of Iowa, Michigan, Ten- . 
nessee, New York, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Indi- 
ana, Illinois, and Canada. In these sixty-six different 
prisons, jails, reformatories, refuges, penitentiaries, 
and “‘lock-ups,” there were for the years given 44 034 
men and boys, women and girls. The different relig- 
ions and sects of religion were represented ‘ag 
follows: 


Catholics .................. 16,481 | Congregationalist ...... .11 
Church of England... 9,975| German Lutheran...... 7 
Protestants (denomi- * — Evangelical.. 1 
nation unknown).... 6.650 es Jews . 2 
Methodist ................ 981 | United Bretbren....... 8 
Presbyterian. ............ 8,708 | Advent..................... 2 
Baptist ......... 240| Dutch Reform.. 8 
Jews 106 Mormon . 3 
Lutheran... 92 | Episcopal... 126 
Christian ... 24 | Carmelite... 8 
Universalist. . 5 | Joss (China). eee 1 
Evangelical. . 4 | Infidel (2 so- called; 1 
Swedish church......... 2| avowed ............-. 
Dunkard .................. 1 F —— 
Quaker. .. . eere 1 Total ............... 41.335 


The remaining 2 699 were described by the original 
compilers of the statistics as regular or irregular 
attendants at Sunday-school and church. None of 
them professed Infidelity to Obristianity. They 
probably belong to that large class who think but 
little on the subjects of heaven and hell, realizing, 
as Mark Twain has said, that they “hav friends in 
both places.” The statistics show that the ranks of 
crime are recruited from the “soldiers of the oross.“ 
The one to three exceptions merely prove the rule. 

By a paragraph in the Christian Life of the our- 
rent year we see that Canada at least is maintaining 
her average. In the common jails of Ontario, 
Osnada, 11,810 persons were locked up last year, 
No less than 2,448 were unable to read or write. 
The religious denominations were Te repetied as 


follows: ; 

Roman Catholic. . . ee . . ee eese . esed oos 

Church of England... 

Methodists ............-. 

Presbyterians ——— 1,498 

Other denominations...............- .. 9 . . 698 
Total. . . . .. c. . .. . . . . . . . 411,810 


A few months ago we obtained the statistics of 
the Leavenworth, Kan., penitentiary. The report 
showed: 


Prisoners whose parents were church-members............ 
s$ * non-church- members.. 


8 5 did not know anything about it. es 69 
The denominations of these parental sponsors 
were: i 
Catholic ...................... 69 | Lutheran . 20 
Methodist. 175 | Episcopal ..................... 7 
Baptist. . 125 Congregation al 8 
Presby terian . Dunkard ; 1 
United Presbyterian....... 4 
Cumberland Pres’terian. 1 
Christian . 10 


United Brethren 

More than one-half of the prisoners belonged to 
some church, the Methodists leading ; more than two 
to one—500 to 244—attended Sunday-school regu- 
larly in their younger days, and nearly one-half were 
too pious to swear. The figures of the Pennsylvania. 
penitentiary for the same year corroborate those 
from Kansas. During 1890 there were two hundred 
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and ninety prisoners received. They were pious as 


follows: 

Catholics . . . 97 | United i 6 
Methodists . . 91 | Episcopalians... des D 
Lutherans........ 4. 25 | Scattering... mE 
Presbyterians... .. 25 No denomination 10 
Baptists . . . . . 13 


Here we bav fourtesn-fifteenths of the population 
of a penitentiary belonging to one or another Ohris- 
tian denomination. A Western paper, moralizing 
upon the subject, says: “If this same ratio holds 
good in other states, our students of morality had 
best giv the statistics close attention and readjust 
certain prevalent beliefs. Pennsylvania is doubtless 
no worse and no better than other states, but 
the idea of a state penitentiary filled with sober, 
educated, industrious, well-trained church-members 

certainly cffers food for thought.” 
However incomplete these figures may be, they 
are sufficiently general to show conclusivly—were 
it not already a well-established fact—that presching 
Christianity and believing it in no way conduces to a 

moral and honest life. l 

—— — — 
To Test the“ Supernor mal.“ 

Following Mrs. Besant's visit to this country in 
behalf of Theosophy comes Mr. H. S. Olcott, Madam 
Blavatsky’s partner in occult mystification. Thurs- 
day evening of last week he lectured in this city, 
and added his personel testimony to the statement of 


l Mrs. Besant that she had received letters delivered 


by Mahatmas. Madam Blavatsky, he said, had 
great psychic powers. She could manipulate the 
„forces of nature to produce phenomena which 
“were startling. She could develop the power of 
talking mentally with persons at a great distance. 
* Blavatsky's good faith was called in question,” he 
said, “her character traduced, criminal things were 
said about her. We are indignant because such 
things should be poured out upon à person who 
lived only to do good for others. She was accused 
of the forgery of the letters from the sages of India 


to Mra. Besant. But since her death Mrs. Besant 


has received other letters in the same handwriting. 
I hav received them myself on land and at sea.” 
This delivery and reception of letters through 
* supernormal” sgencies seems to bear to Theosophy 
the same crucial relation that independent slate-writ- 
ing beais to Spiritualism. It is asserted that mes. 
sages are written and delivered without human aid, 
‘and great tales are told of what has happened in that 


. line; but for some reason no tangible evidence that 


the assertions are true is produced. Justas we offered 
the slate- writing mediums the opportunity to prove 


the genuinness of their phenomena the Sun has now 


opened to Colone! Olcott a way to convince the skep- 

tical that he is not a person who states things that 
are not so. Its offer is this: that it has pub under 
seal and in a secure place a brief communication 
addressed to a certain person living not less than 
five hundred miles from Printing House square, and 
not more than five thousand miles, and cordially 
invites Mr. Olcott to demonstrate once and forever 
not only the truth of his Theosophical teachings, but 
‘also his complete mental sanity and personal ve- 
racity, in either one of two ways: 1. By forwarding 
this letter to the person for whom it is intended, 
through the mysterious channels of the Mahatma 
quick postal delivery. 2. By ascertaining through 
Mahatma intelligence and communicating to the 
publie through the columns of the Sun or some 
other newspaper the contents of the missiv in 
question. 

Mr. Olcott has affirmed to various persons, includ- 
ing the founder of Taz Taura Szexzn, that letters hav 
been transmitted through Mahatma agency to himself, 
and also, since then, to Madame Blavatsky and to 
Mrs. Annie Besant. He has seen the Mahatma car- 
riers actually upon their rounds. On one occasion, 
he tells us, he was awakened from sleep at 
Lahore by the entrance of the astral body of 
a Mahatma, whose body of flesh and blood was 
at that. moment in Madras, a thousand miles 
away. The astral carrier put his finger. upon 
the hierophant’s palm, and then there was material- 
ized a letter incased in a silken envelope. The let- 
ter was from Madras, whence Blavatsky had availed 
herself of this method of communicating with her 
distant friend and disciple. Having performed the 
errand on which he had been sent, the Mahatma let- 
ter carrier. dematerialized and disappeared. “I 
didn't see bim go,” testifies Mr, Oleott, “ he simply 


wasn't any more. The letter from Blavatsky was 
there, and it was a very important one.” 

Now, says the Sun, “as an old journalist, lawyer, 
and a man of the world, the Apostle of Theosophy 
will perceive at once the enormous practical value of 
our suggestion to himeelf and his cause. Nor should 
we suppose that the Mahatmas would be any slower 
to appreciate the opportunity. A certificate from 
the Sun that either of the two feats suggested above 
has been successfully performed by the intervention 
of adepts from headquarters, will be worth more for 
the propagation of the Theosophic faith and the re- 
generation of society according to the hierophant's 
ideas, than all of the books Blavatsky ever wrote and 
all of the lectures Colonel Olcott can deliver if he 
livs to the age of the minor patriarchs. Once be- 
fore this we hav opened for the hierophant the 
door to public confidence. When he declined the 
Sun's invitation to establish his sincerity by levitat- 
ing himself gently from the top of the Tribune 's tall 
tower to the pavement of Printing House square, he 
was hardly more than a beginner and naturally was 
concerned for his bones. Instead of jumping from 
the Zribune tower, he sailed for Bombay. Since 
that the hierophant has spent seventeen years at 
the very fountainhead of occult science, in constant 
association with the most illuminated members of 
adept society. If after seventeen years of unques- 
tioning faith and unselfish devotion he cannot count 
upon the kindnesses of a single Mahatma in the whole 
postal service to carry one little letter at his request, 
and that for the sake of proving him no fool and 
no liar, then we are decidedly of the opinion the 
hierophant had better quit company and go into 
some other business.” 

Until the Theosophists and the slate-writing me- 
diums accept such reasonable propositions as hay 
been made to them by two editors in this city they 
should suspend their assertiv claims which tax public 
credulity so heavily. 


Mr, Crafts’s Consolation and Plan, 


Mr. Wilbur F. Crafts, a Sabbatarian worker of 
great industry, has been counting the petitions for 
closing the World’s Fair on Sundaye, and finds in- 
stead of the one hundred thousand expected only 
thirteen hundred and fifty-six. Thereupon he 
berates the preachers and churches for their lack of 
zeal, and asks them to begin hasiling and to keep 
hustling. 

He pretends however to find consolation in the 
fact “that the opposition petitions are yet more of a 
fizz'e. The petitions for Sunday opening were 
hardly enough to count. The petition printed in 
the leading Infidel paper and sent out in its regular 
issue, With a frantic appeal to subscribers to sign 
and circulate, gathered in all ita copies sbout seventy 
names. The North American Turnerbund had also 
circulated among German societies a printed petition, 
but only half & dozen of these bodies had adopted 
and sent it in, including the turners’ convention of 
Towa and western Illinois, and Germans of Toledo 
and the trades assembly of Duluth, the latter being 
the only workingmen's organization represented in 
the petitioning.” 

It may be bad to destroy Mr. Orafts's contentment 
at this condition, but we shall hav to do so. The 
petition sent out by the leading Infidel paper has 
never been turned over fo the managers of the Fair. 
We hav kept it in hand to be used as a text for a 
Freethinker to address the directorate upon. And 
instead of seventy names only having been gathered, 
the leading Infidel paper gathered thousands, almost 
whole townships in some esses signing. So Mr. 
Orafts can see that his consolation has no very sub- 
stantial basis after all. And we suspect that before 
this question is finally settled Mr. Orafts will find 
hie other sources of consolation as shadowy as this 
one. 

But there is one paragraph in Mr. Orafts's com- 
plriut that we can print and recommend to our 
readers as a good plan—only they must use it for a 
precisely opposit purpose than does Mr. Crafts. He 
says: "Petitions adopted at a single vote may be 
made effectiv in a dozen directions by making a 
dozen duplicates. There was a bill before the last 
Congress that all exhibitions to which national funds 
were appropriated should keep the national Sabbath. 
Therefore a petition should be sent from each place 
to one of its national Senators for the Senate and 
another copy, duly signed, to the Congressman for 


the other house, as the bill will doubtless be reintro- 
duced. The Columbian directory, the local Chicago 
manegement, which will be firat to aot, and the 
Columbian commission, who has the power of veto 
in behalf of the whole nation, should each hava 
separate petition. And copies (letters also in 
abundance) should be sent for personal influence to 
the two state commissioners, their two alternates, and 
to the two lady managers and their alternates, since 
these persons, not ‘any impersonal commission, will 
decide the question and should bs made to feel the 
sentiments of the nation in this matter, not only by 


| petitions and letters in every mail but also by per- 


sonal interviews. This corresponds to the method 
of petitioning Congress by sending petitions and 
lobbyists to Senators and Oongressmen, not to 
Congress in the abstract. Petitions sent to the 
‘commission’ are not seen by the commissioners, 
save now and then by one z2alous enough to hunt 
them out of their pigeon-holes.” 

We hope that every Freethinker in the country 
will do just as Mr. Crafts requests, only making their 
efforts against Sunday closing instead of in favor of 
that iniquitous policy. 


A Sensible School Committee. 

One of the teachers in the Reading, Pa., public - 
schools used the Douay version of the Bible for the 
morning lesson in her school, and the Protestants 
were powerless to prevent it, as all versions of the 
Bible stand equal before the law, according to the 
decision in the Sharpsburg case, where the court 
denied application for an injanction to prevent the 
reading of the King James version in a common 
school. 

This use of a Catholic work led to a long contro- 
versy between the two sects, and to the final submis- 
sion of the question to the school supply committee 
for solution. The committee recommended that all 
versions of the Bible be taken from the schools and 
copies of Shakspere purchased as substitutes. 

It is too bad that such a sensible plan was not 
carried out, but the school board hastened to pre- 
vent its execution by agreeing that the Bible should 
still be retained in the sshools and that only such 
copies as are furnished by the board shall be used. 
By this latter provision the opponents of the Dousy 
version hav carried their point, and the revised Bible 
of 1881 will hereafter be supplied to the Reading 
schools. This, of course, is an act of injustice to 
Infidels, Catholics, and Jews; but then, Protestants 
hav never been noted, more than OCatholies, for 
being just to religious opponents. 


— — _ aaa i 
Tug New York Tribune observes: “The Holy Coat of 
Trier is alleged to be the garment without seam which 
Christ wore during his passion and for which the Roman 
soldiers cast lots at the crucifixion. Its history for the last 
eight hundred years is clear enough. In all that time it 
has been preserved in the cathedral, generally sealed up in 
an altar. But darkness shrouds the story of the relic prior 
to the twelfth century.” Darkness likewise shrouds the story 
of the Old Testament writings prior to the fifth century before 
Christ. Darkness shrouds, too, the story of the New Testa-. 
ment manuscripts prior to the third century after Christ. 
Darkness shrouds the origin of every one of the supernatural 
antiquities of the church. In fact, it shrouds at present the 
brains of all the believers of that institution. The church 
informs us that the Lord, even, moveth in ‘ thick darkness,” 
and that Freethinkers will some day find themselvs in 
* outer darkness” amid an annoying gnashing. We sup- 
pose that Christianity must be a religion of darkness. Never- 
theless, its gloom is here and there dotted with the glow of 
flames around a stake. 


— d ti 
TEE annual breeding of that scourge of nations, cholera; 
by a superstitious practice, is thus pointed out by the Alla- 
habad Pioneer: About six miles east of Mecca is a place 
called Moona, where the sacrifices of the Mohammedan 
religion hav to be offered up at the yearly Hadj. In no other 
place about Mecca is it lawful under the religious code to 
slay animals, The number of beasts killed, from camels to 
goats, is about seventy thousand. Nearly all these are slain 
in one day. The odors are described as awful beyond words, 
no attempt being made to dispose of the refuse. Here the 
annual epidemic of cholera begins and is carried by the Hadji 
to their various countries. For many years to come the sea- 
son of the Hadj will be in the warm weather, and while 
Mohammedanism lasts there seems to be no interfering with 
this origin of cholera. This is the old story of superstition 
commanding observances antagonistic to the natural well- 
being of man and fanatically repulsing all endeavors at cor- 
rection. How many present infirmities and maladies of the 
race are to be imputed to scripturally commanded unhealth. 
ful practices of the Middle Ages, cannot readily be reckoned. 
Fasts, omission of bathing, pestilential accumulations of . 
offal, monastic dungeon-life—general neglect of the body— 
along with suppression of medical practitioners and exalta- 
tion of cure by faith, miracle, and relic—who shall es 
their effects? 


^ 
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Leilers from Friends. 


A Necessity to One Keeping Up the Pace. 
TroumszH, NEB., Sept. 3, 1891. 
Mn. Eprror: The able editorials and broad-gaged com- 
munications of Tak Truru SesKER make it almost a neces. 
sity to those who would keep pace with the world’s most 
Liberal and advanced thought. C. W. Trios. 


Likes to See the Other Side Admitted. 
SrRIxdFIRTD, Mo., Sept. 14, 1891. 

Mz. Eprror : Inclosed please find $4 for renewal and THE 
TRUTH SBEKER picture-book No. 2. My health has been so 
bad that Iam not able to look up subscribers, or do but 
little in the reform work. Iam not dead yet, but will stay 
with Taz Terura BEZEER, for I like its liberality in opening 

its columns to the other side. 
Yours for free discussion, 


W. S. WILLIS. 


Promises to Bear a Torch. 

KALAMAZOO, Mion., Sept. 15, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: You can believe me to be one of your 
friends, and your paper and pictures suit me to a f. I think 
Freethought is advancing fast, and I will do all I can to get 
more subscribers, although it is hard, for we are living here 
among churches ; but it is food for me to read your paper. 
Hoping Mr. Heston will liv a good many years yet, I remain, 

Your friend, Duros AzNOLD. 


An Intellectual Treat, No Doubt. 

BPokANE, Wasn., Sept. 15, 1891. 
Mz. Epirok: The earnest efforts of a few unorganized 
Liberals taking advantage of Mr. 8. P. Putnam’s stop-over 
here enabled us to hear him lecture on the ** Demands of 
Liberalism ” at the Unitarian church last evening. Though 
a comparativ stranger in Spokane, he was well received, 
heartily appreciated, and pronounced an ab‘e and gentle. 
manly champion of liberty and justice. We regret that our 
lack of organization prevents numerous repetitions of sim- 

ilar intellectual treats. Yours verily, J. H. C. SouRrook. 


A Grave View. 
STEUBENVILLE, O., Sept. 12, 1801. 
Mr. Epiror: I shall be quite lonesome without Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, B0 you had better send it to me. I sometimes 
despair of the world ever being emancipated from the power 
of the priests. We see in history the Greeks and Romans 
far advanced in civilization, and yet by the Christian con- 


"gpiracy of Constantine and the priests how the thousand 


years or more of the Dark Ages was ushered in; and they 
are fast gaining power again, especially in this country. 
The dear people are as easily hoodwinked by the priesthood 
as ever. Yours truly, J. W. Downes. 


Mr. Hays’s Article Tickled This Friend. 

Axzon, O., Sept. 14, 1891. 
Mr. Epıror : Every issue of your paper exceeds. its pre- 
decessor in interest. I was deeply interested in reading the 
letter of Mr. Joseph Heighton, whose son Marius I am well 
acquainted with. But the article of Mr. Chas. O. Hays, 
from this state, in the current issue, takes the cake. This 
number 1 intend to preserve, although I am in the habit of 
distributing my copies when read to any parties who ex- 
press a desire to read the n, whether Christian or Infidel. I 
regret our inability to maintain an organization in this city, 
or even to hav occasional lectures, there being but one 

interested Liberal besides myself in this vicinity. 
Fraternally yours, JOEN JAQUES. 


In Darkest Christendom. 
OTTAWA, O., Sept. 14, 1891. 
Mr. Enp:TOR : Iam ashamed to say that I am the only out. 


spoken Liberal in our town, and possibly in the county. 


There are quite a number of the same sort, but they believe 
it is policy to keep in the background. Perhaps it is so, as 
geven-tenths of the population, at a rough estimate, are 
German Catholics. However, I not only keep Tut TRUTH 
BEEKERS on my desk in public view, but distribute them 
where my judgment dictates or they will do the most 
good. I believe all the churches are becoming more Liberal 
every day, and it is this Liberalism which holds and controls 
a large majority who would otherwise come out and affirm 
their independence as Freethinkers. Hoping that TRR 
Truru SEEKER may liv long, I am, C. E. BEARD3LEY. 


What Is Meant? 

La Loca SrNALOA, Mex., Aug. 30, 1891. 
MR. Epitor: A short time ago I read a small pamphlet 
called The Wauseka Wonder.” I hav just finished rea d- 
ing in Tas Terura BEEKER of the Georgia Wonder. Now 
here is a La Logia Wonder: Everybody knows or has heard 
of the rapid growth and maturity of plants and such like in 
this hot climate when it rains. The rainy season began the 
1st of July. Work stopped on the ditch. The posts in our 
corral took root and grew into trees. But what surprised 
me most was to see a small iron rod that had been left stick- 
ing in the ground take root and grow into a crowbar. Now, 
Eugene, here is a problem we want solved. While people 
know so much in regard to the world to come we should 
like to hav some of these wonders explained. Let J. L. 

Tompkins try again. A. BUTTERFIELD. 


Money. 
SHERMAN, Mioz., Sept. 17, 1891. 
Mz. EniroR: We hav seen much in your paper of late 
about money, and now it is all explained in a catechism. 
Allow me to notice the first and last. What is money? 


Coined metal.” Well, if that was so, we would all go to j frst possible money available (of your own of course) and 


coixing money and be rich. We all know that no coined 
metal is worth anything as money without the government |. 
stamp on it, and as money it has no intrinsic value. Its 
value is just what the government sees fit to make it; and 
the ability of that government to sustain it. To the last 
question the answer is easy. Every government has the 
power to make money, whether given it by its constitution, 
the people, or assumed. Coin means to make; for instance, 
there are thousands of new words coined every year that are 
not on metal or paper. Respectfully, E B. Sourawiox. 


Let Us Exhibit at the Fair. 

. Gores, Wasu., Sept. 9, 1891. 
Mz. EpirOR: I hav been a subscriber of Taz TROTH 
SEEKER for two years and a member of the Washington 
Becular Union for nine months, and I hav been helping the 
cause of Liberalism all that my limited means will admit. 
Iread in your valuable paper of September. 5th, ‘‘ Let us 
exhibit at the Fair.” Ithink that agrand idea. It would be 
the best advertisment of Freethought imaginable. People 
would go into a building in Chicago to see our exhibit that at 
home they would not dare to enter for fear of the dear sky- 
pilots and their worshipers. Now, as to doing anything at 
Chicago in 1893, when you get ready you can call on me 

for $25 to help exhibit at Chicago. M. H. WIII roxd 


It’s Mostly a Wish to Be On the Popular Side. 

AUBURN JUNOTION, Inp , Sept. 16, 1891. 
MR. Eprrok: I expected to get some other subscriber with 
me, but it seems as if most Liberals are indifferent or negli- 
gent in such matters. They do not agree with the church 
people, but wil not take any activ part with us or help 
support a paper in the cause by taking the same. If every 
one could read Peck's contr'bution in the last two issues of 
THE Trot SEEKER, and use their own brains in looking 
and reasoning it over, they would not be as strong in the 
Christian faith as they pretend to be. Isay pretend, for 
I do not believe one out of fifty knows what they do believe. 
They only try to believe or follow some sayings of preachers 
and others in order to be.on the popular side. But I believe 
the time is coming—though slowly—when men and women 
will use the brains they hav and investigate such matters 

more fully. Yours respectfully, W. H. RAKEBSTRAW. 


A Christian Misrepresentation, No Doubt, 
Ders Moinzs, L., Sept. 16, 1891. 
MR. EpiTOR: The following appears as a dispatch in the 
Chicago Herald of date Sept. 3, 1891 : 
KILLED THEMBELVB8 IN BUOOEBBION. 


Braprorp, Pa., Sept. 2.—A suicide mania has taken pos- 
session of the aged members of a local Agnostic circle here, : 
which was founded by the late Dr. Stuart, who himself led | 
the way by taking his life. Since then three other members 
of the circle hav tried to kill themselvs and two hav suc- ; 


ceeded. The last case occurred. yesterday, when Elias: 
Hasley, aged sixty-six, took rat poison and died from its: 
effects. 

A few personal friends and myself much desire to ascertain ` 
the truth or falsity of the astounding statements contained. 
in the above dispatch, and to this end seek your assistance. 
in bringing the matter to the attention of some responsible 
person in Bradford, Pa., for confirmation or denial. (Who. 
was Dr. Stuart ?) HERMAN TIEDJENB. 


Burnt the Paper. 
Erwwoop PraoE, O., Bept. 15, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror : Please send me some of the back copies of: 
Tue TRUTH BEEKEE, as I want to distribute them around in 
our village with the object of organizing a Freethought: 
club. Isaw ina copya short time ago that you would send 


them on application, so if you send them you will be doing: 


our cause some good. I hav been a reader of Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER for some time, and it meets my views to az.” I 
shall hav to tell you how a copy came to.an untimely end.: 
I gave it to a friend to read and to let me know what he 
thought of it. He read one or two articles and said he 
became disgusted and took it out in the yard and set it afire, 
80 as, he says, to keep it from yielding any further contami- 
nating infiuence. So it goes. The old saying, There is none 
so blind as those who won't see, fits a great many in our: 
village. There are two of us who like the contaminating 
influence of the truth and that is why I want to let some 
light into the brains of those who, like my friend, say the 
publication of such a paper ought to be stopped. But then 
there are others that think differently. A. E. Wazp. 


No Lukewarm Foe of Charch and State. 
Curoago, ILL., Sept. 15, 1891. 

Mr. Eniror: I hope to be a life subscriber to your most 
valuable paper. It is due the giant Heston that we all state 
our appreciation of his sledge-hammer arguments. It was 
the pictures that caused me to-decide in favor of Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER rather than Secular Thought or the Boston 
Investigator, which are both worthy and deserving of our 
support. 

I sincerely hope that the World’s Columbian Exposition 
may not be closed on the American Sabbath, although the 
Sabbath fanatics are doing their level best to close it. This 
will be a step backward, if taken, that it may take years to 
regain in Chicago. But I trust the backbone of superstition 
is so effectually broken that the tyranny of Sabbath laws 
may never again be entertained by legislation. I think the 
Liberals and Secularists of all isms in Chicago should 


heartily unite their efforts and make a stern fight against the 


aggressiv force of the church and state party. 

I hav been dilatory with my support of TRE TRUTH 
SEEKER, but it has been from a financial cause and by no 
means a careless or thoughtless one. I hope thatall who 
hav been in the same boat may do as I hav done—take the 


to Know he is strictly for temperance. ` 
attempts to reform habitual drunkards—men who were intel- 
ligent and with minds well stored with book and other learn. 


forward to Mr. Charles P. Bomerby, 28 Lafayette place, 
N. Y , and earnestly help to spread the cause of truth to all 
who will accept it. 
Yours, for eternal separation of church and state, 
M. J. Barsros. 


A Happy Lecture. S 
Angora, IND., Sept. 16, 1591. 

Mr. Epiror: We had a lecture here à short time ago, de- 
livered by Brother Remsburg of Kansas; and although the 
time of notice was short, yet the friends of liberty and 
Freethought, like the warriors of old, carried the red cross 
‘Cover hill-top and plain,” spreading the news far and wide, 
‘and when the night came for the lecture the Opera House 
was filled to overflowing with an attentiv and as intelligent 
an audience as ever greeted a public speaker. And among 
the audience there was quite a number of those who still 
cling to the idea of the immaculate conception and the atone- 
ment. The subject discussed was the False Claims” of 
the orthodox church, and it was handled. in a masterly, but 
in such a gentlemanly manner that no one could take 
offense; in fact, it was a genuin love-feast, and gave such 
an impetus to the slumbering sentiments of the friends of 
the cause here that at the close of the address steps were 
taken for a permanent organization of a Liberal Lesgue. 
We hav identified with the cause here some of the scundest 
and brightest intellects in the community—men who hav 
given the subject deep and careful study, and whose position 


in society givs weight and dignity to the cause. Let the good 
work go on. 


Yours for light, liberty, and Freeth»ought,. 
zh T. 


Pecei for President. 
Onn m, K AR., Sept. 15, 1891. 


Mr. Epitor: '' Coming events cast their ‘shadows before,” 


it is said. I notice Mr. Leo has sent his statue to Washington 
to be set up conspicuously before the gaz? of our statesmen, 
so that when he or his successor comes to Iccate in our na- 
tional capital people will acknowledge it as rather a matter 
of course. 
broken or homeopathic doses so as not to ‘astonish them or 
shock their nerves Ben could just slide down and out of the 
executiv chair and let Mr. Vincent Joachim Pecci sit down 
in the same, which would obviate the necessity of such an 
expenditure or outlay in kerosene oil, monkey clothes, horns, 
| fiddles, bass drums; and noise every four years—the imple- 
ments we elect ‘presidents with—as all it would require 


I suppose by giving the people popedom in 


would be a nuncio to negotiate with our department of state. 


] What a saving of campaign funds it would be to the people 
of this nation, saying nothing about the political lying. 
Why not? Isit not a capital scheme? Iam of the opinion 
that the above would be only justice to Mr. Leo, inasmuch 
as he claims that his political. combination or corporation, 
alias church, discovered this country first, saved it from the 
J jaws of the English lion, and then has always protected (1) 
it against any foreign or internal foe. 
over the whole shootin’-match to the old man Leo and cease 
monkeying with tbe band-wagon unless you čan blow: a 
horn? 
P. S.— Best wishes to Mr. Watson Heston. May his Shadow 
never diminish. 


Then why not turn 


AMERIÓOA. ` 


* 


Temper ance, 
Bnooxrys, N. Y., Sept. 15, 1891. 
Mz. Epirog: You will soon observe enough of the writer 
He has made several 


ing and wisely logical—but, alas l he has never been suc- 
cessful. 

At one time in Boston, in the year 1848, a discovery was 
made bya body of medical philanthropists of a colorless 
solution to be taken in a glass of water so effectiv and harm- 
less to the partaker that a permanent disgust was henceforth 
engendered against all kinds of alcoholic fluids. This was, 
indeed, or ought to hav been, cheering intelligence to all 
well-wishers of society; but, alas! it was discouraged ás 
dangerous by cautious citizens. But what was more strange, 
it met a sad rebuff from the Roman Catholics and the relig- 
ious portion of society, inasmuch as it interfered with the 
ceremonial of the Lord’s Supper. I witnessed three cases of 
reformation produced in this way. This was many years 
ago, and the reformed lived many years subsequent as useful 
citizens. But what to me is more painful to reflect upon is 


that these philanthropists hav also gone, and borne with them 


the secret of their simple succedaneum, 

I am aware I am esteemed too radical, but to me it seems 
frightful to behold the multiplicity of liquor saloons sur- 
rounding us. Almost every thing or movement really seems 
to be under the infiuence of alcohol. But I ask, is it not in 
the power of law to suppress drunkenness? Make drunken- 
ness a crime, yes, a state prison Offense, and it will. soon 
cease to be smiled at, as now, as an amiable weakness. 

But (to vary into another tone) I am unblushingly told, 
Abolish the drinking of liquor and it would be the death- 
knell of two-thirds of the glorious enterprises of the. past 
and also of. the present condition of the world. It was known 
by my friends that I had a great reverence for the holy Bible, 
and they directed my attention to the exploits of our great 
ancestor Noah, who having touched land Instantly plunged 
into indecent drunken debauchery. 


Only Capitalists Utter That View. 
MazTINSBURG, W. Va., Aug. 20, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: I, who am an ardent admirer of your excel- 
lent paper, am truly glad to see that you hav opened your 
columns for the discussion, pro and con, of the national - 
money question. I indorse the views of Mr. John Bryan 
and Brother Landy as expressed in their letters published in 


* 
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the issue of August 15th last. When Congress passed laws 
to destroy millions of the people's money and issued bonds 
for the rich man, that act alone brought many men who 
were struggling hard and honestly for the advancement of 
themselvs to the very verge of bankruptcy and ruin. The 
press of that day blindfolded the people; they were subsi- 
dized. And of course the people did not know the conse- 
quence: until it was too late. Then they awakened to the 
fearful fact, to find themselvs duped and their money forever 
gone. ‘There has never in history been a nation more shame- 
‘fully robbed than the American people by a few money 
sharks, except Rome, which was the cause of her downfall. 

Let the government issue money at a low interest, and 
farmers, mechanics, and every honest laboring man will be 
satisfied. ae i l 

I hav heard it said that when the government issues too 
much money, or in other words when money is plentiful, it 
becomes worthless or at least not worth much. This is all 
humbug and nonsense. That is only said or told by the 
capitalists and the bankers, or uttered by a subsidized prese, 
The more money we hav in circulation the better for every- 
body. Who ever heard of anyone having too much money ? 
The Goulds, Vanderbilts, and others of that ilk are every 
day adding to their millions, and if we hav more than we 
need for our present use, I am certain it will keep, and we 
can ute it for some good at some future time. 

The only question now to be settled is, let the government 
pass wholesome laws prohibiting the speculation in the value 
of money. That is to say, let a greenback dollar be worth a 
hundred cents in gold or silver. Let there be no difference 
between the.one or the other—a gold dollar, a silver dollar, 
ora paper dollar. "When the government puts her stamp on 
it, it should be recognized as of its true value, and in my 
opinion as long as the government is at the back of it every 
nation under thë sun will honor it at its true value. 

You can put my name down for the next picture-book. 

^ Tours for humanity, etc., Lovis WoLres. 
E 4 


Electricity vs. Spirits. 


E Barre, Mass., Sept. 19, 1891. 
Mr. Eorrog: Your correspondent Geo. L. Andres, Bep- 
tember 19th, describes small, bright lights resembling . 
.. « little stars“ seen in the second meeting of a circle held 
by himself and other skeptics for the purpose of investigating 
80-called spirit phenomena; and adds, It any of your 
readers can enlighten us as to how it can be explained by 
science, they will confer a favor," etc. I may not be able to 
explain this in scientific language, but will briefly giv my 
experience and opinion of forty years’ standing. Before I 
was six years of age, in a dark room bright. fiickering lights 
emanated from my fiannel garments when removing them on 
retiring for the night to such an extent that the first time I 
‘saw it, child as I was, I ran to my mother in the adjoining 
room screaming that my clothes were on fire! Of course, 
it was not seen in the light, and mother quieted me by 
asking if I did not remember the crackling sparks fiying off 
the cat when I rubbed my hand over her back. From my 
earliest childhood I can recollect these same sounds on and 
around my head, and when my hair was unconfined it would 
fiy in all directions. Of course, no sparks were-seen in a 
lighted room or during the day when the crackling was 
distinctly heard. This phenomenon has accompanied me 
all my life, and in 1851 became so excessiv as to cause deto- 
nations from the slightest ticking to sounds as loud asa 
percussion cap or the striking of a chairman’s gavel when 
calling an assembly to order. These hav accompanied me 
ever since, not in circles, but in all places and under all cir- 
cumstances, varying always as conditions * varied. Fre- 
quently they came in clusters so loud they could be distinctly 
heard by everyone in the room. The cause of this phe- 
nomenon I attribute to the same source as atmospheric 
electricity, calling itin 1845—for want of a better name— 
human electricity, or etherealized, vitalized electricity ; and 
hav never since changed my opinion. I believe mankind 
are organized on electrical principles, and that in my case a 
superabundance of the fiuid caused all the phenomena, the 
electricity being generated within myself and set at liberty 
by the various elements with which I came in contact— 
human beings the most prolific source, the positiv and nega. 
tiv forces of mind, as well as matter, controling these sounds 
and emanations from like causes and under similar laws as 


atmospherical, animal, or vegetable electricity or magnetism. ; 


In a circle, each person possesses his or her own individual 
mental.and physical electricity; repulsions and attractions 
are taking place according to the lawsof human electricity, 
and as nothing in nature is more powerful and freakish than a 


thunderbolt that rends without firing or fires without rending | 


so this human electricity is so powerful as to split a table in 
twain when the hands of positiv and negativ persons are 
laid upon it in a mixed circle. I will say nothing more, lest 
I take up too much space, being also well aware that my 
opinion will be denied and derided by a large class of people 
who attribute the whole of these phenomena to spiritual 
agency; but I hope I shall be excused, as the question was 
asked and I hav replied in good faith according to the best 
of my ability. ELLA E. GIBSON. 


The Bar Arraigned. 

7 . Oxxcon, Mo., Sept. 4, 1891. 

Mr. Evrror: It has happened that a whole nation has 
been wrong and one or two men right ere now. Our nation 
after freeing a whole race it had held under a horrid bondage 
began to make war on individuals by creating offenses in 
order to enlarge the dominion of its central authority. When 
I think that an aged, honest man, a philanthropist and phi- 
losopher, was rudely arrested and dragged before a court, 


tried, sentenced, stripped, shaved, and clad in prison stripes, 
all in violation of the supreme law of the land, I feel like 
cursing. And still these crimes go on. The very bar is 
utterly demoralized. Not one lawyer denounces the wrong. 
Iam a lawyer. I studied forty-five years ago under the best 
—in the days when we had lawyers—lawyers, like Edward 
Coke, who could front tyranny to its face, apologize but 
still insist that king, Lords, and Commons could make no law 
against the common law, such made law being void as 
against the common law of the land, and that, too, where 
no written constitution exists. When our code practice 
was adopted, old lawyers abandoning practice said, Mark 
this! From now on the bar declines, and real lawyers are 
no more. Case lawyers willincrease.” I did not believe it; 
but ten years later I did. Yours truly, CLARKE IRVINE. 


Another View of the Case. 
Kansas Crry, Kan., Sept. 6, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrog: No difference what opinions you express on 
any given subject you are bound to displease somebody. 
Some knight errant of liberty“ or “truth and justice” 
will break forth in volcanic eruption and pour the lava of 
their condemnation upon your devoted head. Of course you 
cannot please everybody, and if you should even attempt to 
do so ridiculous a thing, I for one would quit your paper. 
Dr. C. W. M. and F. O. H. hav simply gone off at a half cock. 
Any Liberal” who thinks the Kansas City Sun “just as 
proper a paper to sell or read as THE TRUTH SRRRER or 
any other paper," must hav a very depraved taste. A man 
who prefers to eat carrion when sweet, wholesome food 
comes at the same price, might naturally be expected to 
slop over in defending the sale of catrion. The natural 
diversity of individual opinion on any subject is expressed 
in two small extremes of fanaticism and one large mean of 
solid ground rationalism. TRE TRUTH SREXRR has always 
marched in the front ranks of the rationalistic section, steer- 
ing clear of the bottomless bogs and interminable jungles of 
Utopian sophistries, and I hope it will continue to do so. 
Liberals want safe, careful teachers and leaders. 

We should steer clear of the rocks that wrecked Liberal- 
ism in France. Haste is not progress, and unrestricted and 
unbridled license is not Liberalism. Restraint must be in 
proportion to ignorance and malevolence—liberty in pro- 
portion to development and unfoldment. Cage the tiger, 
kill the skunk, outlaw the venomous reptil; destroy the 
thistles, nettles, and briars, but giv the widest liberty to the 
fragrant flowers, the beautiful song-birds, and the harmless 
animals. . 

If all your statements about the Sun hav not been verified 
ia every locality it is owing to the fact that your informants 
liv in different towns, where local managers and local cir- 
cumstances hav produced widely different policies and 
practices. l 

It is an indisputable fact that the paper in. question isa 
low-down, dirty, vicious publication. It is, in fact, a pub- 
lic nuisance. Itis a fundamental principle of law that com- 
munities hava right to protect themselvs against nuisances, 
and that states must make and enforce laws to that end. 
Civilization could not exist without that right. Suppose a 
man should take it into his head te buy a square in the center 
of a town and go to raising hornets, wasps, yellow-jackets, 
musketoes, and other pests. Every citizen that goes out 
of his house is stung. Of course he is unable to bring a 
suit for damages—he cannot prove whose hornet stung him. 
The Sun is an adept in its line. With the aid of its attornies 
it finds many ways to assail, to assault, to villify, to slander, 
to annoy, and to devil people, and yet escape the law. It 
sets a watch upon peoples private habits and parades 
them before the public magnified and distorted. It as- 
sumes the right to regulate the conduct of every woman, 
prohibiting her from exercising her own judgment as to 
whom she may walk or ride with, whom or where entertain, 
where she may go and how often go out, how she may act, 
and often how she may or may not keep herself and chil- 
dren from starving. No wife, widow, or maiden in the com- 
munity but is liable at any time to hay a slop-bucket of Sun 
slurs and innuendoes emptied upon them. Not necessarily 
by name but by description or localization. 

The nuisance law is the proper and only remedy for this 
emergency. The Sun man has no more right to maintain a 
nuisance than anybody else. He is a public enemy, a 
venomous reptil, a despoiler of individual rights, a sleuth- 
hound on the trail of every citizen. Swartz had no right to 
attempt to saddle such a stinking load upon the back of 
Liberalism. Wx. R. Surg. 


Pious Hypocrits with Ill-got Wealth. 
ManriNSBUEG, W. Va., Sept. 12, 1891. 

MR. Eprron: If the great reformation of existing social, 
political, and industrial evils ever triumphs it will be through 
the workings of Freethought, and Freethinkers must under- 
stand that their mission is to fight for the eternal principles 
of truth, justice, and liberty. The future is like a closed 
book. We know not where we may drift. If truth and 
justice and liberty finally prevail over error, injustice, and 
tyranny, many causes working together will produce the 
happy effect. Since the formation of the American govern- 
ment the present causes of existing evils first began, though 
since then up to the last twenty-five years more honesty and 
justice prevailed than in the last twenty-five years, but in 
the last quarter of the century causes of wrong worked so 
rapidly together that to-day the evils are so gigantic that it 
appalls the heart of considerate, thoughtful, noble men and 
women. The great fact of nature as plain as the noonday 
gun is that the entire human race is of a common origin and 
all embarked on the ocean of life and bound for a common 
destination, the grave; brothers and sisters as much as one 


fear of corn is to another ear or one grain of wheat to another. - 
I utterly ignore the bubble of vanity, self-conceit, and 
haughtiness that characterizes a great many in the world. 
I bow only to the truth. If absolute truth is to be found, 
we must be entirely impartial. The man, the woman, who 
commit themselvs to the worship of truth are on the safest 
side and the truly reverent. Through evolution nature has . 
molded and produced the human race, also all other forms 
of animal life. Every person launched into the world is 
distinctly an individual foreign to another. True liberty 
has never been and never wiil be till the majority at least 
recognize and study the facts of nature and ignore the 
assumptions of men. The Christian Bible and church com. 
mand all to love one another. This is the best command. 
Though there ought to be a universal reciprocity of brotherly 
feeling with all, yet itisthereverse. Sordid, selfish interest 
has made so many of the human race in their intense, fever- | 
ish desire to accumulate wealth totally devoid of any noble 
purposes in life. It is true, some people exist who are true 
and noble. All honor to them. But unfortunately in the 
present state of society the. words and deeds, the good seeds 
of brotherly love and justice, are absorbed and swallowed 
up in the whirlpool of a vicious, sordid society of the 
wealthy, fashionable, and exclusiv classes that to-day, like 
a gigantic octopus, hav the sons and daugbters of honest 
toil almost enslaved. The rich man and woman by this 
condition of things in their secured advantages of wealth 
and ease necessarily are to some degree enemies to the poor 
man and woman. Life is sweet to all, even to the poorest, 
and there is a cruel, bitter struggle with laboring men and 
women to earn sufficient money to make a scant living. It 
has come to be that those dependent only on their labor to 
preserve their material existence must either wear the yoke 
of wealth or. starve. As I said, many causes hav produced 
the deplorable conditions. I want the world to understand 
that I do not believe in the existence of the Christian God. 
I hav come to my senses thoroughly and can no more be 
deceived and imposed upon by mere assumptions of men 
and institutions. If there exists at all a great God, his real 
enemies are those who profess to love and worship him but 
do not. They are actual Infidels and hypocrits. As to the 
wealthy, fashionable professed Christians, as a rule their 
pretensions are false and their kingdom is of this world. 
Their hypocrisy and insincerity are to blame for the existing 
wrongs. Looking at possibilities, there may be a God who 
has never revealed his existence, hidden and unknown. I 
do not for an instant doubt that if a great God existed whose 
attributes were love and justice, he would sustain justice 
and protect the ignorant and weak against the shrewd and 
the strong, the innocent against the guilty—in fact, secure 
the supremacy of all that is true and just. But injustice is 
triumphant and justice is defeated. The victims of wrong 
hav no redress, no compensation, for injured innocence ; no 
security for the safety of the individual from the delusions 
apd snares of life. From my honest experience in life’s 
rugged journey, there is no God. This is my conviction, 
and it is folly anc vain to trust in a power that neither 
heeds nor answers Sincere prayers. The real fact is, it is 
inhumanity of man to man that has enslaved 80 many. 
Mere animalism is the motiv of life's devotion. We must 
blame the sordid selfishness of our own race for the enslave- 
ment of labor. The false pious of the churches, society, and 
state are the guilty. Even ex-Senator Ingalls of Kansas is 
getting ashamed of his country. In a speech recently 
delivered at Port Richmond, N. Y., he stated that great 
wrongs existed, pointing out the fact of the unjust distribu- 
tion of wealth, saying that results will follow dangerous to 
society. But he failed to state that this very society is 
responsible for the wrongs existing. Though he shows a. 
disposition to lay bare the facts of the robbery of the 
people yet his denunciation and protestation are too light 
and conservativ. When the truth is known a man cannot 
be too radical in denouncing deception and wrongs. The 
ex- Senator said, many men will wake up some day to find 
their names Dennis. He has been in the American House of 
Lords and he knows how it is himself. Any considerate, 
thoughtful, sensible man or woman ought to know that a 
great God, if he exists by any possibility, could not hav his 
purposes disregarded and defeated by man, yet this is so. 
Iam a Materialist. I will never believe in the Christian so- 
called revelation if I ever change my present convictions, 
Iam thoroughly convinced that if there is a God at all he 
is eminently just and not the God of Christian revelation. 
Let the believing millions in Christianity understand that 
God is truth, either personal or impersonal; that error, 
falsenese, is the devil, personal or impersonal. All opposition 
to truth is evil. Sincere worship of truth is the only 
reverent worship. And there is no hope for the emancipa- 
tion of the enslaved, the prevalence of right over might, and 
a general reformation only by tbe true civilization of the 
people. As Ingalls says, we are but children crying in the 
wilderness, for the odds. are overwhelming, and wealth's 
tide like the ocean’s in its unjust distribution strands 
millions on the barren rocks of poverty. Church and 
society are every day humbugging the victims of human 
sordid interests. False pretension of piety with genteel 
robbery, insidious and secret, has done its baleful work and 
Its ill effect is millionaires and paupers. As Brother Put- 
nam well said in a lecture he delivered here some years ago, 
let not the true lovers of truth be deceived, for the rich 
members of churches, as a rule, are false at heart. They 
parade their piety before the world, but deep down in their 
hearts their kingdom is of this world, for they neither sel] 
their goods and giv to the poor nor really believe what they 
pretend to believe. The Freethinkers are the ones true to 
themselvs and honest in their convictions, and the only class 
that has ever battled and is now battling for the cause of 
truth, justice, and liberty. TROMAS J. CONNEES. 
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Children a Corner. 


Hailed by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fail 
Riser, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
tis Corner should be sent. 


„Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


Blest. 


B'est be the tongue that speaks no ill, 
Whose words are always true, 

That keeps tho ‘law of kindneas " still, 
Whatever others do. 


Blest ba the ears that will not hear 
Datraction’s envious tale; 

"Tis only through the list’ning ear 
That falsehood can prevail. 


Blest be the heart that knows no guile, 
That feels no wish unkind, . 
Forgetting provocation, while 
Good deeds are kept in mind. 


B'est be the hands that toil to aid 
The great world’s ceaseless need— 
The hands that never are afraid 
To do a kindly deed. : 
—Harton Bernstein, 


A Literary Game, 


The following game is instructiv, as well 
as highly interesting, and is apt to please all 
the young people and their elders too. 

Select a number of slips of paper of one 
size, cards would be better, and let the big 
sister, who is apt to be the good angel as well, 
copy on each card a quotation from some 
author. Eich card must be numbered 
differently, one, two, three, etc., and 80 on. 
As she writes the verse, let the best writer 
among the little ones write the name of the 
author on another card, numbering it to 
match the quotation, thus : 

“ No. 1. Every why hath a wherefore.” 

The companion card will be : 

** No. 1. Shakspere.” 

These cards, once prepared, will serve for 

_ future occasions, and on a rainy day, or win- 
ter evening, will prove a blessing. to those 
who wish to furnish a pastime to the chil. 
dren. 

Prepare about twenty or twenty-five ques- 
tions and as many answers, for a small num- 
ber of children; as the games will be short, 
and they will hav the fun of winning 
quickly. Let the little ones seat themselvs 
in a circle and the big sister.” will deal the 
cards evenly, afier mixing the questions and 
answers. She will then address the one to 
her left : 

“ Who has said: Every why hath a where 
fore ?” 

The ore asked will look into his hand, and 
if among the answers” he finds No. 1. 
Shakspere," wil answer, and the trick will 
be his. Otherwise, the question will be 
asked again till it reaches the one who holds 
the No. 1 answer. 

It will then be his turn and he will choose 
any one of his questions, not confining him- 
Belf to the order of the numbers. 

It is well to write ** question? over the 
verse, and “answer” over the author's 
name. 

In a short time the children will become so 
familiar with the answers that they may dis- 
card the answer“ cards altogether. In 
that case the one who holds No. 1” will 
ask his neighbor the author of a quotation, 
and if he is able to answer from memory he 
wins the trick. In case he does not remem- 
ber, it passes along till some one is lucky 
enough to recollect the author’s name, and 
he is the winner. 

In this case it will be necessary to hav 
some one not playing keep a list near at hand 
to correct any mistakes. 
may serve as a guide to those who hav not a 
collection of favorit quotations, and it may 
be enlarged or cut down at will: 

1. ** To all that sow, the time of harvest 
shall be given” (Whittier). 

2. ‘Tis only noble to be good“ (Tenny- 
son). X 

3. “Ilove all who love truth ” (Elizabeth 
B. Browning). 

4. So long as you are innocent fear 
nothing " (Longfellow). 

5. Our place is kept ready for us to fill” 
(Adelaide Proctor). 

6. *'Lofiy thoughts and lovely deeds” 
(Owen Meredith). 

7l. ** Be slow to blame " (Mary Howitt). 

8. King of two hands, he does his part ” 
(Lowell). 

9. ** Carry learning to its hight” (Emer- 
son). 

10. Use your manners discreetly in all 
kinds of company " (Shakspere). 


The following list | 


11. Right the day must win" (Faber). 
12. “ Unspoiled by praise or blame” (T. 
B. Aldrich). 
13. "I hold it sinful to despond ” (Celia 
Thaxter). 
14. “ His words are bonds ”  (Bhakspere). 
15. “ All who joy wonld win must share 
Happiness was born a twin” (Byron). 
16. »The first virtue is to temper well thy 
tongue ” (Chaucer). 
17. ‘* Wishing, of all employments, is the 
worst”? (Young). 
18. „There is no virtue like necessity * ” 
(Shakspere). 
19. II you've wronged him, speak him 
fair " (Holmes). 
20. “If it rains, let it rain; we shall not 
drown ” (Alice Carey). 
— Ünomee in Ladies Home Journal, 


Did: the Dog Reason? 

Billy Lynch tells a story about a dog he 
used to own in Chicago, which: goes far 
toward proving that a brute can reason. 
He hadia fine St. Bernard which was a 
good retriever, and on Sundays would 
take him about half a block from his house 
on Indiana avenue and let him carry the 
papers home he purchased from the news- 
boy. One morning it was raining, and 
Billysaid he spoke to the dog just as he 
would to a child, and told him that he didn't 
care about walking over to the corner, so he 
might as well take the nickel and go and get 
the paper. He wrapped a nickel up in a 
piece of paper and gave it to the dog, which 
immediately went to the corner and waited 
forthe boy. Billy watched him and saw that 
he got the paper all right, and was 80 pleased 
that the next Sunday he repeated the experi- 
ment, and the next Sunday did the same 
thing. 

The following Sunday he overslept him- 
self, ard was awakened by a scratching at 
his window. Getting up he saw that his 
dog had come out of the back-yard into a 
little passage-way between his bedroom and 
a neighboring house and was endeavoring to 
wake him up. Knowing it was Sunday, he 


it. 


gave the dog a nickel and told him to go and | 


get the paper, which he did. Billy was 
awake next Sunday, but concluded to see 
what his dog would do, and, sure enough, 
it came around to the window and scratched. 
The next Sunday and the next was tried, and 
the dog was always on time. Now, whether | 
the dog knew when Sunday came or was 


aware of the fact by the newsboys being 


more vociferous on these days is not known, 

but he was thoroughly tested and would 

not come to the window except Sundays. 

Billy thinks that the dog reasoned; that it 

would be a hard task for anyone to say that 

he didn't. — Helena, Mont., Independent. 
— — —— — 

: Words. of Praise, 

Oliver Ellsworth, of Connecticut, who was 
ong Of the most conspicuous men of. the: 
country during the administrations of Wash- 
ington and Adams, seems to hav had at the 
beginning of his career no expectation of 
becoming emirent. His ambition was 
limited to gaining a living for himself, his 
wife, and family. 

But one day, while arguing a case in court, 
he heard a stranger say: Who is this young 
man? He speaks well.” - 

Those words made Ellsworth chief justice 
of the United States, minister to France, and 
United States Senator. He went home after 
court was adjourned, told his wife what he 
had heard, and began to think of rising at the 
bar. In his old age, looked up to and re- 
spected as a statesman, he used to say that 
these words were the turning. point of his life. 

But young Ellsworth was not only sensible 
to praise, he was an industrious young man, 
who did many things which had no reference 
to the law because it was his duty to do 
them. 

When, after graduating ‘at Princeton, and 
having become a member of the bar at Hart- 
ford, he began to ‘practice law, his father 
gave him an ax and a wood.lot. í 

„Oliver,“ said the old man, who was a 
pioneer, if you wish to get ahead, you must | 
work for it.” 

Oliver settled on the wood-lot, some dis- 
tance from Hartford, cleared the land, split 
rails to fence it, built a log-house, and there 
received the clients who sought him. 

When the term of court began he walked 
down to Hartford, argued his cases, and then 
returned home to his wood-lot. On coming 
into court the spectators observed that the: 
young lawyer's hands were swollen and 
pierced with thorns. That fact did not | 
discredit him with the farmers who served 


'| both sides. 


as jurors and witnesses. But after he heard 
the words of praise, he paid more attention 
to his books and less to his farm. — Youth's 
Companion. 


Science Golan n. 


l Chestnuts. =i. 
How good they are! And what fun to 


but the dear little brown nut lies snugly cud- 
died inside, waiting for chubby fingers to 
pick it out and find its great meaty heart. 


The chestnut tree grows tall and stately.and | ` 


its leaf is a soft, glossy green and smooth on 
It is oblong in shape. with ser- 
rate edge, The wood of the chestnut tree is 
light in color and very durable. It is much 
used in building houses in the finish and in 
making bedateads, tables, chairs, and other 
‘furniture. 

These trees liv to a good old age. There 
was, it is said, one that stood on Mt. Etna 
that was very old. No one could tell qust its 
age, and it measured two hundred feet around 
its body. In England, in Totworth there 
stood a few years ago, and very. likely it is 


there yet, a great chestnut tree that is said. 


to hav served as a boundary. as far back as 
King John, and that was somewhere be- 
tween the years 1190 and 1216. 

I shall not tell you about the blossom or 
catkin. You tell it to me, children; tell me, 
too, about the nut, the prickly burr, and its 
soft lining, and all about it. 

What are chestnuts good for? What a 
question! To eat, of course. In southern 
Europe many poor people almost liv upon 


them. They are. good roasted, and some 


people boil them, and even make them into 
fiour, from which good bread is made. What 
makes them s0 sweet? Why, fifteen per 
cent of them is clear sugar. 

In our day, any oft-repeated ‘witticism or 


story told many times is called ‘ta chestnut.” | - 


8. H. W. 


uses of chestnuts. 
common conversation 7 ; 

— — ę(— 

: Theatrical. 

The Academy of Music, New York, 
opened its .season Thursday, Septem- 
ber 3d, with a romantic, spectacular play 
called The Soudan.”. The story deals 
with events which occurred during the cam- 
paign for the relief of General Gordon and 
Europeans held .prisoners at: Khartoum by 
Arabs during the late Soudan war. The 
scenes, which are laid in England and Egypt, 
afford an excellent opportunity for a display 
of grandeur. The well-known actor, Louis 
James, ‘plays the leading part. The story 
allows strong dramatic action, and is well 
suited to Mr.: James's style of acting. 
How a Student Makes Money. 


Dear RRAD RRS: I am able to pay my 
board and tuition, wear good clothes and 
hav money in my pocket by spending my odd 
hours and vacations plating jewelry and 
tableware and selling platers. I hav made 
$20 per day, never less than $4. I paid $5 
for my plater to H. C. Delno & Co., Colum- 
bus,O. Anyonecan profit by my experience 
by writing there: for circulars; 

ttime. : 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 
New and Cheap Edition, - - 50 Cents. 


Mentioned by W. E. Gladstone in his work, * The 
Im regnablo Rock of Holy Scripture.” 

d. W. Foote in the Freethinker recommends it 
as an excellent text-book. He says: ‘The 
manner is good and the atyle is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy flowing stream 
of science, history, ethios, and common sense.“ 

Chas. Watts in Secular Thought pronounces it to 
be the best work the author has Wri ten, 

And Tux TRUTH SEEKER says: This is an ex 
cellent book which we can recommend to our 
readers as clear in language, trustworthy in 
statement, and irrefutable in reasoning.” 


Order at 


A BTUDENT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE. | 


Bs 


I. EVOLUTION, ANTIQUITY, BACTERIA, Evo. 
William Durham, F. R. S. E. 


II. Astnoxomy, SUN, Moon, STARS, Eto. By: Will 
iam Durham, R. S. H. 


These handy series of volumes on science -of 
‘which the above works form the first two num. 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply 2 p & popular need. 

The price of each is 50 em n cloth, 


gather them just after the first frost ! Whizz! |. 
bang! goes your stick through the air and | . 
| down come your chestnuts, fuzzy and briery, 


i THIRD EDITION. 
My Religious Experience. 
By s. P. Putnam. f 
Proe. 12 8 ess 


— 


OTHER WORKS BY 8. P. PUTNAM. 


The New God: Price, 10 cents. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
its. Scientific Solution, with some Oriticieme 
of Un'versology. Price, 20 cents. 


25 cents. 


‘Waifs and Wanderings, A New 


American Story. Price, cloth, $1.03; par 
50cents, *'A prose epic of the war, ric 
‘incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living. epirit of to- 
day.”—Jonn Swinton's Paper. 

t The 


Golden Throne, A Romance. 
author certainly bas genius. The divine 
-oresiiv spark is with him. The book is alled 
with manly thoughts, „expressed in manl 
words—the transcript- manly min 
Every Liberal should read ‘ Golden Throne, I 
—Ingersou, Price,$1.' 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A. conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
itis shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

“Tt 


Prometheus, A. Poem. is 


crammed with life, thought, ` and profound 

emotion, poured forth, it seems to me, with 

Prio fl beauty."—Dr. Henry W. Bellows, 
rice; $1. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand? and 


` other Agnostic poems, Price, 10 cents. 


Adami aud Heva. A poetic version 

of the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 

` which its superiority to the mutilated copy— 

the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents, 

For all of the above addrei 
THE T TRUTH SEEKER- 00., 

28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Evolution Series. 


—0— 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 

in Solence and Art. 


No. 1.—Alfred Russell Wallace by Edward D, 
Oope, Ph. D.; with portrait. ' 
0. 2.—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man ; with portrait. 


Price, 10 Cents each, 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


LIFE AN D CAREER 


i| Charles I Bradlaugh 


George Jacob Holyoake. 


Freethinker wants this Life of the Gre 
Secularist, by the Father ok Neoularfam. 


Price; 15 cents, Ten copies, $1. 
Address this Office, 


What Would Follow 
| THE 


Effacement of ChristianitvP 


BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick, - 
Write for pamphlet; to J. R. PERRY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


A FARM FOR SALE. 
. 24 ACRES. 


Beautifully located. 85 miles from New York on 
New Jersey Central R. R. Hioh goil. Owner ro- 
tiring. Price reasonable. 

ddrese > T. WHITE, 
1 Oare of Tun TRUTA SEEKER. 


"WHY? 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. - 


Friends will please send stamp for ciroulars and 
WHY. 


magisk 


PLMINA DRAKE SL*NKER. 
Sncwville. Va. 


History of Moses, Aaron, Joshua, 
and others, deduced from à review of 
.the Bible. Also remarks on the morals 
of the Old and New Testaments, and 
some of the ancient philosophers. By 
J. M. DonsEy. Price, 75 cents. : 


History of the Christian Religion to 
the Year 200. An exhaustive ex- 
amination of the proofs of the authentic. 
ity of the books of the New Testament, 
Showing conolusivly that the canonical 
gospels were unknown up to A. D. 170. By 
Judge Cmas. B. Warre. 450 pages, 8vo. 
Pare $2.25; sheep, $3.50; half morocco, 


History of the Council of Nice, A. p. 

325 with a Life of Constantine the Great, 

and a general exhibition of the Christian 

5 religion i in the days of the early fathers. 
By Dran Dupuzy. $i. 


Humanity and the Progress of In- 
ternational Law. By Evwanp W. 
~ Gazing. 15 cents. 
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MATERIALISM AND CRIME 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 5 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


French Revolution 


ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By W. 8. BELL. 
Paper, 12mo, 95 conis. 


MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


' IMMORTALITY OF Jrs ELEMENTS. 


By A. 8. de Pellegrini. 
Paper, — -.. 16 cents. 


PHILOSOPHY. of SPIRITUALISM 
AND TREATMENT oy MEDIOMANIA. 

By F. R. Marvin M.D. 

Oloth, E 50 cents. 


POOKET THEOLOGY. 
By VOLTAIRE. . 


Terso, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theolog- 
ical term. 


Price, 25 cents. 


_ PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
15 cents. 


PRO AND CON OF 
Supernatural Religion. 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, ‘Miraculous 
eligion ? 
By E. E. Gur. 
Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


PYRAMID OF GIZEH. 


Ancient Egyptian Qivilizanon and Hebrew Narra- 
vein Genesis and Exodus. 
By Vax Buren Denstow, LL.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


- QUESTION SETTLED. 
BIBLICAL and MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 
By Moses Hurr. 

Price, 60 cents. 


Rational Communism, 


Tue PRESENT AND FUTURE REPUBLIC. OF 
- Norra AMERICA. 
Advocates associate life and employment as a pre- 
ventive of vice, crime, poverty, eto. 
By A OAPITALIST. 
Paper, 493pp., 50 cta. clo., $1. 


-Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. 
By A. C. LYALL. 
Prica, 10 cents, 


Fruits of Philosophy. 


POPULATION QUESTION. 


By Dr. Knowlton. Edited by Charles Bradlaugh 
and Annie Besant. 
25 cents. 


TRUTH. A Poem. By E. N. Kings- 


ley. 10 cents. 


POVERTY: Its Cause and Cure. 


How the Poor May Attain Comfort and Independ- 
ence. . 
By 825 Gd. H. 


Price, 


Religion of Inhumanity. 
With a Glance at the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FREDERIC HARRISON. 
Price, 15 cents. 


16 cents. 


RELIGION: 
The Gibraltar of the World, as Now Constituted. 
/ By George, T. Bondies. 
ith 


Exceptions to the Character of 
Christ us n Gentieman, 
By W. T. Purviance. 
23 cents. 


IMAGE BREAKER. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Bix Lectures. 
-Decline of Faith. 
Protestant Intolerance. 
Washington an Unbeliever. 
J efferson an Unbeliever. 
: Paine and Wesley. 
: Christian Sabbath. 
Hach, 5 centa; bound, pap., 25 cents; per doz., 40. 


SABBATH BREAKING. 
By JOHN E, REMSBURG. 
Price, 25 cents. 


St. Matthew Before the Court 


For raz Crime or Forerry. 
By e 


Price, 10 cents. 
SEMITIC GODS AND THE 
. BIBLE. 


Including Allah, Jebovah, Bat 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary Bible, Ghost, 


By D. M, BENNETT. 
Grom Vol. II, Gods and Religions.) 
883pp., Pap., 60 c.; clo., $1. 


For all of thà above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Brain aa the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By EpGAR C. BEALL. 
Pr.face by R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Unanswerable. - Price, $1. 


Creed of Christendom, 


Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure. 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete in 1 vol., 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


WHICH: 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY? 


By Moses Hur (Spir.) and 
Rev. W. F. PARKER (Chris.). 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


HEBREW MY THOLOCY: 


OR, 
The Rationale of the Bible. | 
Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only. 
: By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 
8vo, 613pp., - sce 8 


Faith and Reason. 


ACCOUNT OF THE 
Christian and All Prominent Religions Before 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 
Books of the East. 
By H. R. STEVENS. 


$2.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


Nature’s Revelations of Character. |- 


Physiognomy Illustrated. 


By Josera Simms, M D. 


Individual traits indicated by the temperaments 
. and features. 


260 woodcuts. 8vo, 650pp., cloth, $3; leather, 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


AMBERLEY'S. LIFE OF JESUS, 
; His Character and Doctrines, 
From the “ Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING 


Sid Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of OPENING SPHHOH TO THE JURY 


Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury before, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era. 


Full index, 446pp., - c $1.59. 


THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 


AN 
Inquiry into the Claims of Biblical Inspiration 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion. 


By A. H. O'DONOGHUE. 
Price, - - - 


$1. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 
A Radical Novel of Marked Ability. 
BY FREDERIEA MACDONALD. 

404 pages. Price reduced to. $1. 


AFEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 


OTHER BIOGRAPHIOAL a AND MY 
By CHARLES BRADLAUGH, 
With Portrait and Autobiography. 
Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp. 12mo, 
280 Pp.; $1.25. 
MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 
By J. ALBERGER. 
Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts. 


{ 


376pp., $1. 
POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 
A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 

Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 
pe DS W. Hvorr (Spir.). 
Price, - A as 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 
A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 

By J. K. Ineatts. 

Price, - cents. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 


„Phe Jews and their God stood on the lowes‘ 
plane.” 


15 cents. 


Price, 10 cents. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE 
By F. R. Mazvin. 
2 Price. ., Soents. 
For all of une above books addreus 
TRE f Lalarerte Ple Rework. 


SISTER LUOY 
HER AWFUL 


As to New Harp Convent. 
And a Few Words on Auricular Confession. 
Price, 10 cents. 


.POSITIVIST CALENDAR. 


Each day and month of the year being name 
after. m he great benefactors of the race, 

ortraits are 

u^ uted by Aug. 


iven. In- 
omte. 


Cards, 11x14; printed on both sides, W conta; on 


Wo cards. 85 cents. 


DID MAN FALL? 


“DISCLOSURES. | 


The Location and Topography of the Gar. 
den of Eden & Fact. 


IS THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 
$5,000 REWARD. 


of Israel the True God?” 
Paper, 10 cents. 


| By ISRAEL W. GROR, Author of “Is the God 


Than From Under the Bushel 


FALSE CLAIMS. 1,306 9 u the Clergy: 


OF THE CHUROH. 


J. E. REMSBURG. 
Price, 10 cents; per dozen, 78 cents. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 


Jended, and Hnjoined by 
the Bible. 


By E. C. WALKER. 
10 cents. 


EGONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A OCompenp or rae NATURAL, Laws oF! 


INDUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
FixcHANGE. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, 35 cents. 


ANCIENT AND MODERN. 
By J. A. FROUDE. 


. Price, * Jn oO 


Ingersoll c on McGlynn. 


80., 800. per dozen, $3 per 10. 100. 


LAV 


On the Labor Question. 
By R. G INGERSOLL. 
Price, § cents ; 50 cents per doz.; $1 for 25. 


ROBT. G. INGERSOLL’S 


in the suit of the 


| Bankers’ and Merchants’ Tele- 


graph Company 
against the 


Western Union Telegraph Company 


Price, 10 cents. 


THE STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, 8 cents; 80 cents per dozen ; $2 per 100. 


THE TRUTH OF HISTORY, 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, J cents; 80 cents per dozen; $2 per 100. 


‘Is the God of israe 


Judges, and the New Testament. 
‘Prices 25 cents. 


Masonic Vindication of Right, 


PaorEST AGAINST PERSEOUTION. 
By O. B. Wurtrorp, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


MIRACLES 


AND 


MIRACLE-WORKERS. 
By JOHN PECK. 
Price, . e 10 cents. 


THE 
ORDER OF CREATION. 


A DISOUSSION BETWEEN 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
LINTON, REVILLE. 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
12mo, 178 pages, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


“Oar Father in Heaven.” 


By Onas. STEPHENSON. 
1 cent; 50 cents per hundred; $3 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE 
AFTER DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. B. Ssnrs. 

10 cents. 

WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS IY 
PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By B. F. Usprrwoon. 

Price, 10 cents: 

For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
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Science and Theology. 


SERMON. 


the True God? 


: Narrative of the Five Books of Moses, Joshua, 


And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - «+. = = §50cents. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 


o 
THE BIBLE. 

1 4 4 PROPOSITIONS, Theological, Moral, His- 
torical, and fBpeculative, each proved af- 
firmatively and negatively by quotations from 
scripture, without comment; embodying the most 
palpable and striking self-contradictions of vae 
80-called inspired word of God. 
By W. H. BonR. 72 pages. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 


By A. HOLYOAKE. 


10 cents. 
Specimen of The Bible, Esther. 
By A, Honyoare. 
10 cents. 


“Acts of The Apostles. A Farce. 


By A. HoLvoaxx. 
10 cents. 


Price, 15 cents. 


Price, 
Price, 


Price, 


Ludierous Aspects of Christianity. 
By A. HoLvoAkE. 


Price, 10 cents. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
By M. D. Conway. 
Price, — = 5 cents. 


EVOLUTION OF ISRAELS GOD. 
By A. L. Rawson. 


Price. - 10 cents. 
THE, N VEW AGE. 
on - - 49 cents. 


If You Take Away My Religion 
What Will You Give Me Instead? 


By MARTIN. 
Price,- - 10 cents. 


A PLEA FOR ATHEISM 


By CHARLIRS DRADLAUGH, 
Price, 10 cents. 


Dialogue Between a Christian Mis- 
sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Men, Women,and Gods, 


And Other Lectures. 
By Hexen H. GARDENER, 
With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 
Paper, 59 cents; cloth, $1. 


WOMAN: 
Her Past and Present: Her Rights and 
Wrongs. 
Bx B. F. UNDERWOOD, 
Price, 10 cents. 


MATERIALISM: 


Irs History AND Irs INFLUENOB UPON 
Soorery. 
By Dz. Lours BUCHNER, Author of Force and 
atter,” eto. 
Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities, 


BY JOHN PECK. 
Price 20 cents; six copies for $1. 


Confessional: Romish and Anglican. 
An Exposé. 
Price, 30 cents. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise From the 
Dead ? 
By SALADIN. 
Price, - - - 25 Oenis. 


WILLTHE COMING MAN WORSHIP GOD? 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
rice, . . 10cents. 


Bx BALADIN. 


For all of the above beoks address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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Donald Kennedy, 
Roxbury, Mase 
Dear Sir: I took your Medical 


Discovery for one year for Scrof- 
When. I began 
I was told by the Doctors my 


ula on my knee. 


limb would have to be'amputated, 
Well, that was 

ago and no signs of it 
I thought and the 


world ought to know it. 


but it cured me. 
13 years 


since. you 


Yours very truly, 
Mrs. M. D. Daron, 
Aug. 8, 1891. Edina, Mo. 


Kennedy’s Medical Discovery sold every- 
where. Price, $1.50. 


The Modem Science Essayis 


Ten Oents Zach. 
1. HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GBEENLEAF 
MPBON, 
2. OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : Hislife, worka, 
and influence. By Rev. Jonn W. OHADWI 
8. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
How suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GARRET P. SERVISS. 


4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. LEWIS G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. md Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 

of olorin i evolution. By Dr. BossrrER 


RAYMOND. 
7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
Cork. 


mity, growth. By Prof. E. D. O 


8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment, By Dr. RosEnT G. EooLEs. 


9. EVOLUTION OF SOOIETY. By James A. BEIL- 
TON. 
10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. ÑIDNEY 
. . BAMPSON. 
11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dgr. LEWIS 
G. JANES. 
12. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Nzrsox C. 
18. EYOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 


HT. By Joun W. UHADWIOK. 


14, PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
16. THE EFFET. OF EVOLUTION QN THE 
COMING OIVILIZATION. Bx MOT J. 


SAVAeR. 
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FORGE AND MATTER, 


Principles of 55 Natural order l 


of the Universe, With a Sys- 
tem of Morajity Based 
Thereon, 


By Prorzssor LUDWIG BUOANER, M.D. 
OONTENTS : 


The Fitness of Things in 
Nature (Teleology), 

Man, 
Brain and Mind, 
Thought, 
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Inmutabllity of Natural Tpnate Ideas 
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Universality of Natural Personal | Consintiance, 
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Infinity of Matter, 

Value of Matter, 
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o9t the Eart. Morality, 
riginal Generation, ono in ding Observa- 
Secular Generation, tions. 
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A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


* The shame itself doth call for instant 
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A Fascinating Btory of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
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SF This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
foan publisher. ge 
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POPULAR SCIENCE. 


1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. 
A series of familiar essays on astronom- 
ical and other natural phenomena. By 
Richard A. Proctor, F. R. A. S. 


2. Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, 


Ice and Glaciers. 


aun illustrations). 
John Tyndall, F.R.S 


By 


An application 
of the A of Natural Science to 
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Sews of the Week. 


Rev. Soromon Parsons, of Paterson, 
N. J., had the mansgers of a museum arrested 
and ficed for giving a Spiritualist séance on 
Bunday. 

Tratians are displeased at the talk in the 
French press of making Italy a federal re- 
public with the pope as temporal head of 
one of the states. 


New ZEALAND has re- 
fuged women the right 
to vote. 


TuzBE is indignation 
in England at Mormcn 
proselyting there. 

By October 4th two 


million persons will hav 
viewed the Holy Coat. 


Ir is thought that the 
sultan will admit the 
Jews to the Holy Land 
if paid. 


Kansas farm  mort- 
gages are reported at 
$235,000,000; annual in- 
terest, $15,000,000. 


TRR pope’s new. made 
friendship with the 
French republic irritates 
German Roman Catho- 
fica. 


ANOTHER international 
congress will be held. to 
ct nvass means of regain- 
jrg the pope's temporal 
power. 


CarHOLIO protest 
against monopolization 
of ceremonies on laying 
of corner-stones by Free- 
masons. 


Ar the congress of the 
French Association for 


QODS AND RELIGIONS|WORLD’S SAGES, THINKERS, 


* AND REFORMERS 

ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES s 

Vol. I. Give a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 

Jesus ghrist, vir m. Mary, and the Bible. 
vo,835pp. Vol. II. Desoribes Fully a 

the Religious Systems of the World. from the bime 05 Monn desk, $3; 

8v0,957pp.. Cloth; $3 per vol.; the leather, $4; MOr., g. e., $4.50, 


2 vols., $5; leather, $ BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


New Schools of Thought, Em 


1 mo- 


rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. : 
THE TRUTH SREEER OO. 


Wi 


the Study of Tuberculo- — in 4 : 

sis it was reported that 2 — — ü m Y 
Kcch’s treatment does ET B = : 

not check but often has- ESTHER MAKETH HAMAN FEEL UNCOMFORTABLE. 
tens consumption. And Esther said 


A wave of hysterical 
religion is passing over 
parts of France. Prot- 
estant peasants are traveling with tents, 
bareheaded and with naked feet, preaching 
the end of the world. 


Carnotro leaders in New York failed in 
their attempt to get up among the Italians a 
demonstration counter to the celebration in 
Rome of the founding of modern Italy. 


PREMIER Menor of Quebec, late an ad- 
viser of the pope on American church mat- 
ters, and knighted by that personage, is in 
trouble over large government peculations. 


Tue cause of the latest anti-foreign out- 
break in China, in which mission houses 
were burnt, was a report that a Chinese 
infant had been stolen and taken to a convent. 


Tas apathy of Italians to the deprivation 
of the pope's temporality is such that Catho- 
lics declare, Italian supremacy in the 
church is passing away, and a more cosmo- 
politan administration of church affairs may 
be brought into existence.” 


RuserA presents a scene like that in one of 
the great famins of the Middle Ages—and 
from the game cause, preponderance of eccle- 
siasticism, with the resulting extinction of 
personal independence and scientific im- 
provement. Bread of acorns, leaves, bark, 
roots, refuse, and clay is being eaten. Whole 
districts are being depopulated. Cannibal- 
ism has appeared. Brigandage is increasing. 


Tue first contingent of the pilgrimage of 
French workingmen in their address to Leo 
XIII. said: We hold inviolate private 
property, and reject the Socialistic theory of 
collectiv property, because it is opposed to 
our interests and contrary to justice," and 
„We fervently believe that all action ex- 
ercised outside of the church to right the 
inequality of labor is not only useless but 
dangerous to us.” They thanked the pope 
for ‘‘reclaiming Sunday as a day of rest 
which should be so understood in our labor 
contracts,” for having with a paternal 
tenderness protected our weakness and de- 
stroyed the speculation which aimed at 
exploiting the forces of the workingman 
without money,” and for having advised 
the state to put a stop to all societies tending 
to immorality and encourage and protect 
those which incline to the side of religion 
and the welfare of the working classes.” The 
pope replied that “ social and labor questions 
will never find their true practical solution 
in purely civil laws. . Religion alone, 
with its revealed dogmas and divine precepta, 
possesses the right to impose on consciences 
that perfect justice and charity” which are 
necessary to solve the labor question. The 
solution of all social problems must, there- 
fore, be sought in the action.of the church. 
Avoid perverse men, especially those coming 
under the name Socialists. Form associations 
under the patronage of your bishops.” The 
leaders then knelt before the throne and 
kissed his foot. 
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Gems of Though. 


Tris said that the creator is omnipotent, 
i. But one 
proposition contradicts the other. It is said 
that he is perfect in power, and that he is 
also perfect in purity. We shall show that 
he cannot possibly be both. The conduct of 
a father toward his child appears to be cruel, 
but it is not cruel in reality. He beats the 
child, but he does it for 
the child'e own good: 
he ig not omnipotent ; he 
is therefore obliged to 
chooge . between two 
evils. But the creator 
is omnipotent ; he there- 
fore chooses cruelty as a 
means of education or 
development; he there- 
fore has a preference for 
cruelty, or he would not 
choose it; he is there- 
fore fond of cruelty or 
he would not prefer it, 
he is therefore cruel.— 
Reads. 


CHRISTIAN IT I bas 
driven more men and 
women crazy than all 
other religions combined. 
Hundreds and thousands 
and millions hav lost 
their reason contemplat- 
ing the monstrous false- 
hoods of Christianity.— 
Ingersoll. l 


Tas enlightened 
reason of man is the only 
interpreter of Nature’s 
laws, and physical 
theories handed down 
from remote antiquity 
hav simply no claim 

whatever upon our 
| acceptance in the pres- 
ent day.— Professor Y. a 
mans, 3 


I woserp say to my 
brother the Turk: Let 
us eat together a good 
hen with rice, invoking 
Allah; your religion 
seems to me very re- 
epectable ; you adore but 
one God; you are 
obliged to giv the fortieth part of your 
revenue every day in alms, and to be recon- 
ciled with your enemies on the day of the 
bairam. ur bigots, who calumniate the 
world, hav said a hundred times, that your 
religion succeeded only because it was 
wholly sensual. They hav lied, poor fellows! 
Your religion is very austere; it commands 
prayer five times a day; itimposes the most 
rigorous fast; it denies you the wine and the 
liquors which our spiritual directors en- 
courage; and if it only permits four wives 
to those who can support them (who are very 
few) it condemns by this restriction the 
Jewish incontinence, which allowed eighteen 
wives to the homicide David, and seven 
hundred to Solomon, the assassin of his 
brother, without reckoning concubines.— 
Voltaire. 


As Knowledge and wisdom increase, all 
theological contrivances lose their credit and 
efficacy.— Abner Kneeland, 


Sanirary authorities hav in half a cent- 
ury done far more to reduce the rate of dis- 
ease and death than has been done jn fifteen 
hundred years by all the fetiches which 
theological reasoning could devise or ecclesi- 
astical power enforce.— Prof. A. D. White. 


Noraine is arbitrary in the action of nature, 
implying an exceptional discrimination. 
Just so many accidents of a given kind occur 
during certain periods under similar circum- 
stances. The number of suicides in London 
in each decade and the number of misdirected — 
letters in certain periods is about the same. 
There is no event in the world of mind or 
matter which it is not easier to account for ag 
the result of natural consequences than as 
being the direct act in each case of a super- 
Íntending God.—Adams. 


WE are able to-day to take stock of our 
resources a8 we never were before, and the 
most cursory examination shows that the 
resources are practically infinit, The history 
of the world is at last an open book, and the 
task of summing up is trifling. We see that 
the old myths of the impotence of man are 
laughable monstrosities, interesting only as 
mementoes of his early helplessness. A 
thousand arts hav picked him up out of the 
isolation of the past, and brought him into 
the closest contact with his fellows. Thus 
he has learned his strength and. theirs; he 
has mastered the virtue of self-reliance and 
discovered the power that combination givs. 
That character, forged in the furnace of a 
long and sturdy struggle, will never desert 
him; that knowledge, so laboriously ac- 
quired, he will never forget. It may be that 
a sharp shock or two will be required to 
wake the sleeper; that the chrysalis may be 
burst with painful effort. But that it will be 
burst is as certain as to-morrow’s dawn. 
The momentum already acquired by the 
human race is irresistible; në prêtre ni 
maitre, neither priest nor master, can hope to 


‘bar the way.— W. Owen. 
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RELIGIOUS TWINS. 


Botes and Glipgings. 


A. new clerical champion of the ballet is the 
Rev. William Stephen Craiger, a rector in 
Manchester. He looks upon the ballet as an 
artistic drama with a distinct plot and well- 
defined chsracters. The dancer’s dress is 
traditional and intended to allow free play to 
the limbs. Good ballet dancing is as beauti- 
ful in its way as music, and the average 
morality of ballet-dancers is about as good as 
that in other branches of female labor. 


“ Conaress made the country ridiculous 
when it appropriated money for General 
Dyrenforth’s absurd experiments in rain- 
making. If it had questioned science on the 
subject it would hav learned very positivly that 
the theory of General Dyrenforth is not only 
without a leg of fact or principle to stand on, 
but is rendered absurd by facts of science 
of which there can be neither doubt nor dis- 
pute.” Thus far the World. For our part, 
we hope that the statements will not turn 
out to be true. 


GENERAL WoLsELEY says: There is com- 
monly a false surprise expressed when any 
general of ability is found who can write 
well Why this should be so I know not, 
for most of the great commanders wrote re- 
markably wel. King David, Xenophon, 
Cesar, Monticuculli, Berwick, Marshal Saxe, 
Frederick the Great, Napoleon, Wellington, 
and a host of minor lights in all countries 
hav left us a great deal that for all ages will 
be highly thought of." Will the general 
kindly tell us what bna of King David 
he knows of ? 


Tuis reflection closes Colonel Ingersoll’s 
remarks on his will case in Montana: How 
beautiful the generosity, the hospitality of 
childhood. But as they grow old there comes 
the love of gold, and the love of gold seems 
to hav the same effect upon the heart that it 
does upon the country where it is found. 
All the roses fade, and the beautiful green 
trees lose their leaves, and there is nothing 
in the heart but sage-brush. And so it is 
with the land that holds within its miserly 
grip of rocks what we call precious metals.” 


TWENTY-ONE years ago to-day, says the 
Herald of September 20th, troops entered 
Rome. The temporal power of the pope 
thereupon came to an end. This is therefore 
an anniversary of mingled sorrow and re- 
joicing to Italians the world over. The con- 
servativs, who feel that the head of the 
church should be clothed in the gorgeous 
robes of political prerogativ as well as the 
humbler garb of religion, regard the day as 
mournfully significant. It reminds them 
that the holy father bas been robbed of 
privileges which his predecessors held for 
centuries. The more radical, however, cele- 
brate the event with pomp and ceremonial. 


Tur situation of the Jews under the Rus- 
sian religious persecution is far more terrible 
than the outside world imagins, and its mis- 
eries now literally defy adequate description. 
They can best be compared with the suffer- 
ings of poor non-combatants in provinces be- 
ing overrun by a hostil and mercenary army 
in medieval times. Even this parallel fails, 
for there is no possible solace in the hope 
that the invaders will go away again. It is 
the Jew whois going to be driven with his 


family from his home, forced to abandon 
everything not portable, dependent very often 
upon charity for even his railway ticket to 
Old Poland, and absolutely without re- 
sources or plans for the future. This is what 
is happening to scores of thousands of people 
in every part of Russia east of the pale. 
What is happening inside the pale is too 
dreadful to dwell upon. 

Waitt the ministers are clamoring for 
closing the World’s Fair on Sunday, it seems 
they can’t agree on Sunday observance be- 
tween themselvs. The Cumberland Presby- 
terian synod has been in session in San 
Antonio, Tex., and at a late hour on the 
night of final adjournment, a resolution was 
offered censuring ministers who had gone 
home on a Sunday train. A bitter debate 
resulted, the dispatches tell us, one minister 
suggesting that those who rode on the 
street-cars ought to be included in the cens- 
ure. The resolution as offered, which 
reads as follows, was finally adopted: 
** Resolved, That this body deplores the 
seeming or real necessity of any of its mem- 
bers violating the sanctity of the Sabbath by 
returning to their homes by public convey- 
ance on the Sabbath, and that it is the mind 
of this body that such conduct is dishonoring 
to God, and should in every way be dis- 
couraged.” It is difficult to understand, says 
the Denison Gazetteer, why the resolution 
should designate public“ conveyance. 
Where the distinction, for instance, between 
hiring a hack and driving your own horse ? 
In one case some one else does the labor 
and in the other you labor yourself. These 
regulators of other people hav queer ideas of 
consistency. 


Waar the Reformed Presbyterians think 
they believe: ‘‘ When the Constitution of the 
United States was adopted, in 1789,” said 
Rev. J. M. Foster, Reformed Presbyterians 
protested against its immoral character. 
They refused to unite with the political body 
of voters in accepting authority under it. 
They hav ever since denied themselvs the 
political privileges of voting or holding office. 
They cannot conscientiously swear to sup- 
port the Constitution: First, because it does 
not recognize God as Sovereign, Christ as 
ruler of nations, and the Bible as fountain of 
alllaw. The nation is the creature of God. 
It is a moral person. It is responsible to God 
for its character. Our Constitution does not 
contain the name of God. Second, because 
the Constitution contains provisions that are 
contrary to the law of God. We the peo- 
ple’ are the highest authority, the ultimate 
appeal. But Christ claims this. ‘By me 
kings reign and princes decree justice.’ Both 
cannot be supreme. When the president is 
inaugurated ‘ he shall swear or affirm.’ Every 
president after George Washington and before 
R. B. Hayes took the presidential oath with- 
out an appeal to God. The Bible says : ‘Thou 
shalt fear the Lord and swear by his name.’ 
Still further, No religious test shall be re- 
quired as a qualification for office.“ The 
Bible rule is, ‘Choose out able men, men of 
truth, fearing God and hating covetousness, 
and place such to be rulers over you.’ Third, 
because political dissent is the only way in 
which we can free ourselvs from responsi- 
bilities for the national evils. Fourth, be- 
cause political dissent is the best remedy that 
can be applied to these national evils.” If itis 
really as bad as this the saints should emigrate. 
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Victory. in. Washington! 

THE BIBLE OANNOT BE READ IN THE PUBLIO SCHOOLS. . 

Attorney General Jones kas just mailed to the. 
state superintendent -of publie instruction an ex- 
haustiv opinion upon the constitutionality of the 
Bible reading in the publie schools. 

His opinion was called out by a nots of ixquiry 
from the superintendent. f i 

He finds that the Bible cannot be read in the 
public schools without a violation of certain pro- 
visiogs of the constitution. Following is his 
opinion : f i _ i 

Hox. R. B. Bryan, State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, Olympia, Wash. Dear Sir: I am in 
receipt of your communication of recent date, 
submitting for my official opinion the following 
inquiry: 

“Oan a teacher employed in the common schools 
of this staie, without violating any law of the state, 
or any provision of the state constitution, conduct 


.devotional or religious exercises at the opening of 


the school day, or during any part of the school day 
a8 prescribed by law, by the singing of hymns or 
other sscred music, or by reading passages from the 
Bible, without comment, or by repeating or csusing 
to be repeated, without comment, what is usually 
known as the Lord's prayer?“ 

The question which you hav submitted to me is 
one of go much interest to the people of the state 
at large, and is fraught with so much consequence 
to the present snd future weal of our common ectool 
system, that I hav felt justified in teking a consider- 
able length of time to make a rather extended and 
eareful investigation of the subject. 

PROVISIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

The provisions of our own constitution which hav 
a bearing on this question sro: 

Section 11, Article 1, of the constitution, which is 
ag follows: aa 

SzorroN 11. Absolute freedom of conscience in all matters 
of religious sentiment, belief and worship shall be guaranteed 
to every individual, and no one shall be molested or dis- 
turbed in person or property, on account of religion; but. 
the liberty of conscience hereby secured shal] not be so 
construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify 
practices inconsistent with the peace and safety of the 
state. No public money or property shall be appropri- 
ated for, or applied to any religious establishment. No 
religious qualifications shall be required for any public 
office or employment, nor shall any person be incompetent 
as & witness or juror, in consequence of his opinion on 
matters of religion, nor be questioned in any court of justice 
touching his religious belief to affect the weight of his tes- 
timony. : ` 


Section 4 of Article 9, as follows: 


Szo 4 All schools maintained or supported wholly or in 
part by the public funds shall be forever free from sectarian 
control or infiuence. 


The first subdivision of the compact with the 
United States found in Articla 26, as follows: 

First, that perfect toleration of religious sentiment 
shall be secured and that no inhabitant of this state 
shall ever be molested in person or property on ac- 
count of his or her mode of religious worship. 

And the fourth subdivision of said compact as 
follows: Fourth—Provision :shall be made for the 
establishment and maintenance of systems of public 
schools free from sectarian control which shall be 
open to all the children of said state: 

The seetions of the statute to which you refer me, 
viz., Sections 42, 46, and 51 of chapter XII, hav no 
particular bearing upon the question. The only 
part of either of the sections which seems to relate 
in any manner to this subject is that part of Section 
51 which simply repeats the language of Section 4 
of Article 9 of the constitution, and adds no further 
force or effect to these provisions. 

NO UNION OF OHUROH AND STATE, 

From an examination of the provisions on the 
subject of religion found in the Constitution of the 
United States and in the constitution of the several 
States of the Union, it will be noticed that at the 
very outset the people of this country declared with 
singular unanimity against the union of religion 
with the government. 

A large proportion of the early inhabitants of this 
country were driven from their nativ homes by relig- 
ious persecution and sought an asylum in a savage 
wilderness, preferring hardships, privation, and dan- 
ger rather than to submit to any interference with 
their right to worship almighty God according to 
the dictates of their own consciences. To Massa- 
chusetts came the Puritans; to Rhode Island, the 
Baptists; to the Carolinas, the Huguenots ; to Mary- 
land, the Catholies; to Pennsylvania, the Quakers; 
while other denominations established themselvs 
in different localities where they could enjoy this 
inestimable privilege, either alone or in comity with 
other tolerant sects. 

It was, no doubt, with & full consideration of the 
heterogeneous elements composing our nation and 
the memcry of the persecutions of their ancestors, 
that the people of all the states adopted constitu. 
tional safeguards against religious intolerance, and 
all but two of the original thirteen states declared 


‘a complete divorce between the government and 


creed. x j 
And the first work of the first session of Congress 
was to propose an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, providing that Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment of religion 
or prohibiting- the free -exercise thereof. This 
amendment was not only unnecessary, but was con- 
ceded by the Congress which proposed it to be 
unnecessary, for the reason that Congress had no 
power to make any such law, unless expressly or by 
necessary implication authorized so to do. But they 
were unwilling to leave this question open to argu- 
ment or implication, and refused to be satisfied until 
the fandamental law contained an express declaration 
to that effect. f 
IT I8 A GROWING SENTIMENT, 

An examination of all the state constitutions will 
disclose the further fact that the sentiment of the 
people to make the divorce between church and 
state, between government and creed, between poli- 
tics and religion, more complete and absolute has 
been one of constant and unvarying growth. While 
the early constitutions were not very radical upon 
this question, some of them even countenancing & 
limited union between church and state, the later 
constitutions hay in almost every instance incorpo- 
rated into themselva provisions and declarations 


more radical, sweeping, and comprehensiv than their 


predecessors. . . 

This marked ‘and constant growth indicates with 
great emphasis that the people were not satisfied 
with the loose and indefinit provisions of the early 
constitutions, and were unwilling to leave open a 
way for the insidious invasion of public affairs by 
religious sectarianism through the avenue of judicial 
construction and interpretation. 

This growth of public sentiment has continued 
until-the adoption of our own constitution, the pro- 
visions of which on this subject are as broad, if not 
broader, and more positiy and more comprehensiv 
than similsr provisions in any of the other state 
constitutions. 

This growth does not, however, indicate a decrease 
in religious sentiment emong the people; these pro- 


-visions. hav Bot been the work of the enemies but 


of the friends of religion. It is not that the men 
who framed and the people who adopted. these con- 
stitutional enactments were wanting in reverence for 
the Bible and respect and veneration for the sublime 
and pure morality taught therein, but because they 
wore unwilling that any avenue should be left open 
for the invasion of the right of absolute freedom of 
conscience in religious affairs; because they were 
unwilling that any men should be required, directly 
or indirectly, to contribute toward the promulgation 
of any religious creed, dectrin, or sentiment to which 
his conscience did not lend full assent. 
IF THE BIBLE THEN THE KORAN, 

It was with this ides in view that the provisions of 
Section 11 (suprs) were framed. There can be no 
doubt that the words “ religion" and “religious,” as 
used in that section, apply to all forms of religion 
and religious worship and belief, and that as a test 
of qualification for public c flice,or to affect the weight 
of his testimony as a witness in judicial proceed- 
ings, its provisions equally protect the disciple of 
Abraham, of Mohammed, of Confucius, and of Jesus; 
and that within the meaning of that section each is 
a member of a distinct. religious sect or denomina- 
tion. 
The supreme court of the state of Ohio, in the 
ease of Board of Education vs. Minor, 23 Ohio state, 
emphatically asserts this construction of a similar 
provision in the constitution of that state. 

The Protestant Obristian founds his religion upon 
the King James version of the Bible ; the Oatholic 
Christian founds bis on the Dousy version, the He- 
brew on the Talmud, and the Mohammedan on the 
Koran. Each of these books is distinctivly a relig- 
ious book, and the stated reading of either of them 
as a part of the school curriculum would seem to be 
clearly, not only a religious, but a sec'arian exercise 
and instruction. 

The fact that the great majority of the people of 
this state are Christians cannot in any way síi;ci 
this question; for if there were only one Christian in 
the state, that one Obristian would be equally en- 
titled to the protection of that constitutional guar- 
anty as he is under existing circumstances, and it 
would be & cowardly court that would refuse to ex- 
tend it to him simply because he was in the minority. 
DOES THE CONSTITUTION FORBID ? 

But does the conclusion that the stated reading of 
the Bible in the publie schools is religious or geeta- 
rian worship or instruction lead to the further con- 
clusion that it is in violation of any part of the con- 
stitutional provisions above cited ? 

The school building as well as the time of the 
teacher during school hours belong to the public, 
both are public property, both are paid for by tax- 
ation, the burden of which bears equally upon the 
Protestant, the Oatholic and the Hebrew ; and I can 
not resist the conclusion that in the time occupied in 
such reading both are applied to religious exercises 
and instruction. 


-- Fortunately, we are not without authority on this 
question. In the case of State vs. District No. 8, 
decided by the supreme esur! of the state of Wis- 
consin in March 1890, see 44 N. W. Reporter, page 
967, it was held . dB 

‘First. That the stated reading of the King James 
version of the Bible. in the public schools, without 
comment, was “sectarian instruction within the 
oe of Section 3, Article 10, Wisconsin constitu- 

ion. 

Second. That it constituted the school a place 
x von within the meaning of Saction 18, Article 


Third. That it constituted the school a religious | 


seminary within the meaniug of Section 18. Id. 
This authority is entitled to very great weight and 


respect, not only on eccount of the eminence of that 


court, but on account of the thorough consideration 
which the case received at its hands. Three eminent 
jurists, Justices Lyon, Cassoday and Orton, each 
wrote opinions in the case in which the entire court 
coneurred. 
THE WISCONSIN CONSTITUTION. 
The constitutional provisions of Wisconsin which 
that court construed in that cass are ag follows: 


The right of every man to worship Almighty God accord- 
ing to the dictates of his own conscience shall never be in- 
fringed ; nor shall any man be compelled to attend, erect or 
support any place of worship; nor shall any control of or 
interference with the rights of conscience be permitted, or 
any preference be given by law to any religious establish- 
ments or modes of worship. Const. Art. 1, Sec. 18 No 
religious test shall ever be required as a qualification for any 
office of public trust under the state, and no person shall be 
rendered incompetent to giv evidence in any court of law 
or equity in consequence of his opinions on the subject of 
religion. Id. Sec. 19. The interest of the schoo] fund ** and 
all other revenues derived from the school lands, shall be 
exclusivly applied,” etc,, to the support and maintenance 
of common schools in each school district,” etc. Id. Art. 10. 
Sec. 2. Subd. 1. 

„The legislature shall provide by law for the establish- 
ment of district schools, which shall be as nearly uniform 
as practicable ; and such schools shall be free, and without 
charge for tuition, to all children between the ages of 4 and 
20 years; and no sectarian instruction shall be allowed 
therein.” Id. Sec. 3. . 

“Each town and city shall be required to raise by tax an- 
nually for the support of common schools therein a sum not 
less,” etc. Id. Sec. 4. Provision shall be made by law 
for the distribution of the income of the school fund among 
the several towns and cities of the state for the support of 
common schools therein," etc. Id. Sec. 5 f 

. IT I8 SEOTARIAN INSTRUOTION. 

With respect to the first proposition above, viz.: 
that reading the Bible in the public schools is sec: 
tarian instruction within the meaning of the Wiscon- 
sin constitution, Justice Lyon says, on page 973: 

The question therefore, seems to narrow down to this: 
Is the reading of the Bible in the schools—not merely se- 
lected passages therefrom, but the whole of it~sectarian 
instruction of the pupils? In view of the fact already men- 
tioned, that the Bible contains numerous doctrinal passages, 
upon some of which the peculiar creed of almost every 
religious sect is based, and these passages may reasonably be 
understood'to inculcate the doctrins predicated upon them, 


an affirmativ answer to the question seems unavoidable. 


Any pupil of intelligence who listens to the doctrinal por- 
tions of the Bible will be more or less instructed thereby in 
the doctrins of the divinity of Jesus Christ, the eterna] pun- 
ishment of the wicked, the authority of the priesthood, the 
binding force and efficacy of the sacraments, and many 
other conflicting sectarian doctrins. A most forcible 
demonstration of the accuracy of this statement is found in 
certain reports of the American Bible Society of its work in 
Catholic countries, (referred to in one of the arguments) in 
which instances are given of the. conversion of several per- 
sons from Romanism" through the reading of the script- 
ures alone: that is to say the reading of the Protestant or 
King James version of the Bible converted Catholics to 
Protestants without the aid of comment or exposition. In 
those cases the reading of the Bible cartainly was sectarian 
instruction. 

When the provisions of Section 3, Article 10, 
of the Wisconsin constitution are compared with 
the language of Section 4, Article 9, of our own 
constitution, it must be conceded that the pro- 
visions of our own constitution are far more 
sweeping and comprehensiv than the provisions 
construed in that case. That provision says, 
“and no sectarian instruction shall be allowed there- 
in,” while the provisions of our own constitution 
say, All schools maintained or supported wholly or 
in part by the publie funds shall be forever free 
from sectarian contro! or influence.” 

If the whole vocabulary of the Eaglish language 
were exhausted, it would be difficult to frame an ex- 
pression which would indicate on the part of the 
people of the state more clearly and emphatically an 
intention to abolish everything which had even the 
slightest taint of sectarianism from the public 
schools. 

MAKES THE SCHOOL A PLACE OF WORSHIP, 

In holding that the stated reading of the Bible in 
the publie schools constitutes such school “a place 
of worship " and a “ religious seminary” within the 
meaning of the constitution and lawa of the state of 
Wisconsin, Justice Cassoday, on pages 979 and 980, 
uses the following language : 

If then, such reading of the Bible is worship, can there be 
any doubt but what the schoolroom in which it is so statedly 
read is a place of worship" within the meaning of the 
same clause in the constitution ? . Counsel seem to argue 
that such place of worship should be confined to some 
church edifice, or places where the members of & church 
Btatedly worship. Some of the earlier constitutions, having 
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similar clauses, used the word ‘‘ building“ and church.” 
Manifestly, the words place of worship” were advisedly 
used as applicable to any *' piace ? or structure where wor- 
ship is statedly held, and which the citizen is compelled to 
attend, or the taxpayers are compelled to erect and support. 
The mere fact that only a small fraction of the school hours 
is devoted to such worship, in no way justifies such use, as 
against an objecting taxpayer. If the right be conceded, 
then the lengtn of time so davoted becomes a matter of dis- 
cretion. If such right does not exist, then any length of 
time, however short, is forbidden. The relators, as tax- 
payers of the district, were compelled to aid in the erection 
of the school building in question, and also to aid in the sup- 
port of the school maintained therein. Secs. 430, 430a, San. 
& B. Ann. st. Being thus compelled to aid in such erection 
and support, they hava legal right to object to its being 
used a8 a place of worship. In faci, it has been held that it 
can be devoted to no other use, as against an objecting tax- 
payer. 2 
The question thus recurs whether the money thus drawn 
from the state treasury for the maintenance and support of 
the school in question ia for the benefit of a religious semi- 
nary, within the meaning of this clause of the constitution. 
A seminary is defined by Webster as a place of training; 
institution of education; a school, academy, college, or 
university, in which young .persons are. instructed in the 
several branches of learning which may qualify them for 
their future employments. It manifestly includes institu- 
tions of learning or education of different grades. But a 
religious seminary of any one grade is just as effectually for- 
bidden as a religious seminary. of any higher or other grade. 
The thing that is prohibited is the. drawing of any money 
. from the state treasury for the benefit of any religious 


school. If the stated reading of the Bible in the school as a 


text-book is not only ina limited sense, worship, but also 
instruction, as it manifestly is, then there is no escape from 
the conclusion that it is religious instruction ; and hence the 
money so drawn from the state treasury was for the benefit 
of a religious school, within the meaning of this clause of 
the constitution. 
PUBLIO SCHOOLS ARE GODLESS. 

Justica Orton, in construing the provisions of the 

Wisconsin constitution, says, on pages 981 and 982: 


The clause that no sectarian instruction shall be allowed 
therein was inserted ez industria to exclude everythivg per- 
taining to religion. They are called by those who wish to 
hav not only religion, but their own religion, taught therein 
t Godless schools.” They are Godless, and the educational 
department of. the government is Godless, in the same sense 
that the executiv, legislativ, and administrativ depart- 
ments are Godless. So Jong as our constitution remains as 
it is, no one’s religion can be taught in our public schools. 
By religion I mean relígiozi as a system; not religion in the 
sense of natural law. Religion in the latter sense is: the 
source of all law and government, justice and truth. Religion 
as a system of belief cannot be taught without offense to 
those who hav their own peculiar views of religion, no more 
than it can be without offense to the different sects of 
religion. How can religion, in this sense, be taught in the 
common schools without taxing the people for or on account 
of it? The only object, purpose, or use for taxation by law 
in this state must be exclusivly secular. There is no such 
source and cause of strife, quarrels, fights, malignant oppo- 
sition, persecution, and war, and all evil in the state as 
religion. Let it once enter into our civil affairs, our govern- 
ment would soon be destroyed. Let it once enter into our 
common schools, they would be destroyed. Those who made 
our constitution saw this, and used the most apt and compre- 
hensiv language in it to prevent such a catastrophe. It is 
said if reading the Protestant version of the Bible in school 
ig offensiv to the parents of some of the scholars, and 
-antagonistic to their own religious views, the children can 
retire. They ought not to be compelled to go out of the 
school for such & reason for.one moment. The suggestion 
itself concedes the whole argument. That version of the 
Bible is hosti] to the belief of many who are taxed to sup- 
port the common schools, and who hav equal rights and 
privileges in them. It is a source of religious and sectarian 
strife. Thatis enough. It violates the letter and the spirit 
of the constitution. No state constitution ever existed that 
so completely excludes and precludes the ‘possibility of 
religious strife in the civil affairs of the state; and yet so 
fully protects all alike in the enjoyment of their own religion. 
All sects and denominations may teach the people their own 
doctrins in all proper places. Our constitution protects all 
and favors none. But they must keep out of the common 
schools and civil affairs. It requires but little argument to 
prove that the Protestant version of the Bible, or any other 
version of the Bible, is the source of religious strife and 
opposition, and opposed to the religious belief of many of 
our people. It is a sectarian book. The Protestants were 
a very small sect in religion at one time, and they are a sect 
yet, to the great Catholic church, against whose usages 
they protested, and so is their version of the Bible sectarian 
as against the Catholic version of it. The common schol 
is one of the most indispensable, useful, and valuable civil 
institutions this state has. It is democratic, and free to all 
alike, in perfect equality, where all the children of our 
people stand on a common platform, and may enjoy the 
benefits of an equa] and common education. An enemy to 
our common schools is an enemy to our state government. 
It is the same hostility that would cause any religious 
denomination that had acquired the ascendency over all 
others, to remodel our constitution and change our govern- 
ment, and all of its institutions, so as to make them favorable 
only to itself, and exclude all others from their benefits and 
protection. In such an event, religious and sectarian 
instruction will be given in all schools. Religion needs no 
support from the state. It is stronger and much purer 
without it. i 

The case is important and timely. It brings before the 
courts a case of the plausible, insidious, and apparently 
innocent entrance of religion into our civil affairs, and of an 
assault upon the most valuable provisions of the constitu- 
tion. Those provisions should be pondered and heeded by 
all of our people, of all nationalities, of all denominations of 
religion, who desire the perpetuity and value the blessings 
of our free government. That such is their meaning and 
Interpretation no one can doubt, and it requires no citation 
of authorities to show it. Itis religion and sectarian instruc- 
tion that are excluded by them. Morality and good conduct 
may be inculcated in the common schools and should be. 
The connection of church and state corrupts religion and 
makes the state despotic. 


FREE FROM SECTARIAN INFLUENCE. 
If the word religion, as used in ihe bill of rights, 
includes the religion of the Catholic, Protestant, the 


Hebrew, and the Mohammedan, and each of them is 
& religious sect within the meaning of the constitu- 
tional provision, the conclusion is irresistible that 
that school is subjected to sectarian influence in 
which religious exercises are conducted by the read- 
ing of the religious book on which the doctrins of 
the one or the other of these religious sects is based. 

It is worthy of observation that the people of this 
state were noi satisfied with the fourth subdivision 
of the compact with the United States, which simply 
provides that the common schools ‘shail be free from 
* geot&rian control,” and added the words “ or influ- 
ence.” to that provision ex industria, when they 
framed Section 4, Article 9, supra. 

These people no doubt had in mind the fact thet 
the introduction of religious worship in any form 
into the common schools was too often the source of 


bitter and malignant controversies between those 


who favored and those who objected to the particu- 

lar form employed, and no doubt one of their pur- 

poses in enacting these stringent provisions was to 

emancipate the pupils in our common schools from 

tbe baneful influences of such unseemly controversies. 
' KANSAS AND IOWA OASES. 

I cannot dismiss this subject without calling stten- 
tion to a few other cases which hav a bearing on this 
question. In the case of Spencer vs. District No. 6, 
15 Kengas, 202, it was held to be in violation of the 
iaw of that state to use a school-house for a relig- 
ious meeting when school was not in session. 

The court says on page 204: “The publie school. 
house cannot be used for any private purposes. The 
argument is a short one. Taxation is invoked to 
raise funds to erect the building; but taxation is 
illegitimate to apply for any private purpose. Taxa- 
tion will not lie to raise funds to build a place for a 
religious society, a political society, or a soóia! club. 
What cannot be done directly cannot be done indi- 
reotly.. As you may not levy taxes to build a church, 
no more may you levy taxes to build a echool-house 
and then lease it for a church.“ 

In the case of Moore vs. Monroe, decided by the 
supreme court of Lows, 20 N. W. Reporter, page 
475, the constitutionality of a law providing thai the 
Bible should “not be exeluded from any school or 
institution in the state” was called in question. 
The constitutional provision which it was claimed to 
violate is as follows: The general assembiy shell 
make no law respecting an establishment of religion 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; nor shell 
any person be compelled to attend any place of wor- 
ship, pay tithes, taxes, or other rates for building or 
repairing places of worship, or the maintenance of 
any minister or ministry.” : 

The court held that the law did not violate the 
‘constitution, but says on page 476: “It is, perhaps, 
not to be denied that the principle, cared out in 
its extreme logical results, might be sufficient to gus- 
tain the appellant's position.” 

‘When the comparativly narrow provisions of the 
Iowa constitution are compared with the broad and 
sweeping terms of our own, and it is further consid- 
ered how reluctant courts are to override the legis- 
lativ will by declaring a law unconstitutional, the 
words of the Iowa court become pregnant with 
import, and leave little room to doubt that that 
court would hav held the law obnoxious to. such 


| provisions as are found in our constitution. 


In Millard vs. the Board of HEducation,.10 N. E. 
Reporter, 669, the supreme court of Illinois says: 
“The schools hav not been established to sid sny 
sectarian denomination, or assist in disseminating 
any sectarian dootrin, and no board of education or 
school directors hav any authority to use the public 
funds for any such purpose." 

In the case of State vs. Halleck, 16 Nevada, 373, 
it was held that public funds could not be appro. 
priated to the Nevada Orphan Asylum, a school in 
which religious exercises of a sectarian character 
were conducted. 

Numerous other questions hay been examined 
which hav some relation to this question, but they 
are founded on constitutional provisions so different 
from our own that their discussion would be un- 
profitable. l 

CONCERNING SACRED SONGS. 

But one question remains to be considered ; your 
inquiry includes the singing of sacred songs. The 
term “‘sscred songs” is too vague and indefinit to 
be susceptible of an exact definition, and it would be 
impossible for me to say whether or not the singing 
of songs might or might not be a violation of the 
principles of the constitution. 

Sacred songs are ordinarily poetry of moral and 
elevating character set to music, and ordinarily 
speaking hay no sectarian tendencies. Many of 
them are enjoyed indiscriminately by all denomina- 
tions, sects and creeds who use a common language. 

There is no doubt that a teacher by the systematic 
selection of such sacred songs as do hav a sectarian 
tendency and causing them to be sung in the public 
schools &8 s religious and devotional exercise, might 
be guilty of a violation of the constitution ; but it is 
equally manifest that the pupils of our common 
schools may hav the pleasure and the benefit of 
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many if not most of such songs and the provisions 
of our constitution be in nowise infringed. 
I hav the honor to be, very respectfully yours, 
W. C. Joxzs, Attorney-General. 
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Fifteenth Annual Congress. 


The F fteanth Annual Oongress of the American 
Secular Union has been appointed by the Board of 
Directors to mest in Puilsdalphis, on Saturday 
morning, Oct. 31, 1891, at 10 o'clock, in Industrial 
Hall, corner of Brosd and Wood streets, for the 
transaction of business, and to continue over Sunday, 
November lst, if the Congress shall so determin. 
No arrangements will be made for reduced railway 
or hotel rates. 

"The object of the American Secular Uaion, as is 
well known, is to secure the total separation of 
chureh and etate in fact and in form, to the end that 
equal right in religion, genuin morality in politics, 
and freedom, virtue, and brotherhood be established, 
protected, and perpetuated. While we unite on what 
is commonly known as the Nine Damands of Secu- 
larism, we propose to emphasize the following at the 
coming Congress: 

1. The equitable taxation of church property in 
common with other property. 

2. The total discontinuance of religions instruction 
and worship in the publie schogls, and especially the 
reading of any Bible. , 

8. The repeal and prevention of all laws enforo- 
ing the observanee of Sunday as & religious institu- - 
tion, rather than an economic oue, justified by 
physiologies] and other secular ressons. 

4. The cessation of all appropriations of the pub- 
lic funds for educational and charitable ingtitutiong 
of a sectarian character. 

The American Secular Union is strictly unsecta- 
rian and non-partisan in both religion and politics, 
but will use any and all honorable means to secure 
its objects as above stated. It is not either publicly 
or privately committed to the advancement of any 
system of religious belief or disbelief, but heartily 
welcomes all persons of whatever faith to its mem- 
bership on the basis of “no union of church and 
state.” The word “secular” is here used in its 
broadest sense, as applied to the state and not to any 
gystem of religion or philosophy. 

To discuss these questions in an orderly and 
friendly manner, snd to devise ways and means to 
promote these objects, let us come together at this 
Congress as Freethinkers, Materialists, Spiritualists, 
Unitarians, Universalists, Free Religionists, Quakers, 
Progressiv Jews, and Liberal Christians, and, laying 
aside our peculiar views on religious questions, unite 
as American citizens on the one broad platform of no 
union of church aud state, and the complete admin- 
istration of our secular government on purely secular 
principles, ^ , 

The National Reform Association, having for itg 
object the establishment of Christianity as the relig- 
ion of the state by constitutional enactment ; the 
American Sabbath Union, working for the enforce- 
ment, by legislation, of the Jewish and Puritanic 
Sabbath on our free citizens; the Women’s Ohristian 
Temperance Union, indorsing the platforms and 
po'iey of both tbese organizations; the churches, 
both Catholic and Protestant, insisting through their 
ecclesiastical bodies upon the complete exemption of 
church property from just taxation, as well as upon 
the appropriation of public money for religious 
schools and other sectarian institutions; all these, 
and many others which might be meptioned, are 
imperiling our constitutional liberties. Every true 
Liberal and patriot, whether man or women, should 
feel called upon to aid in organizing an effectiv 
opposition to these nefarious schemes. - 

All who work for religious liberty are welcome to 
the coming Congress of the American Secular Union 
in the City of Brotherly Love. R B. Wzsrzr ox, 

President American Secular Usion. 

Attest: Ins O. CRADDOCR. 

Corr Sec. American Secular Union. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 16, 1891. 
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Qu the Pacific Cons. 


The Special Agency for the Pacifie Ooast of The Truth 
Seeker is at, 888 Howard street, Sam Francisco, Cal., where the 
paper and our publications can be found and subscriptions re- 


newed. Mr. 8. P. Putnam, also, will receive subscriptions 


and renewals. 


News and Notes. 


Palouse country is one of the great wheat sections 
of the world. It is the opening of this vast territory 
of eastern Washington that has helped to build up 
Tacoma and the sound. The Great Northern rail- 
road now building is verging in this direction in 
order to gather its enormous harvests. Unless it 
goes forty bushels to the acre it is not considered 
that there is an average crop. Whether these im- 
mense wheat fields will continue to produce in un- 
diminished luster is a question of time. So far as 
one can judge from present appearances these rolling 
prairies will not only produce the flour but will 
“take the cake.” i 

Palouse City is one of the most charming locations 
in this beautiful land. It hasaplucky and business- 
like people. They don’t trust in providence. They 
make their own way. 

On the day of my arrival there was a splendid 
band tournament, and the whistle of the locomotiv 
mingled with exhilarating strains. Palouse can 
boast of two bands, one of them a young ladies’ band, 
which makes a brilliant appearance in its golden uni- 
form. As there was but one large hall in the town, 
my lecture on Saturday evening was deferred in 
order that the Palouse cornet band might giv a 
ball in honor of the occasion. It was a most suc- 
cessful affair. Fair women and brave men circled in 
the glorious dance and those who were there didn’t 
stop at midnight but broke the Sabbath day with the 
“light fantastic toe.” 

I lectured on Sunday afternoon and evening to the 
biggest audience I hav met anywhere. In the 
evening every seat was occupied and it seemed as if 
nearly all present were in hearty accord with Liberal 
ideas. Evidently the majority of the people are out- 
side the ecclesiastical pale. The farmers in this coun- 
try "i well as the business men ara generally to the 

ront. : 

W. L. Farnsworth I first met at Medina, O., when 
with Oharles Watts the campaign for the Secular 


Union was opened six years ago. I shall always 


remember the midnight ride of eighteen miles which 
we took im the wintry weather after the lecture at 
Medina to catch the morning train for Oleveland: 
Farnsworth has obeyed the injunction of Greeley 
since that time and come West. He is just the man 
for this live country. He has built up a large busi- 
ness and is making money. He is one of the fore- 
most citizens of Palouse. He has never concealed 
his Freethought principles, He is an earnest sup. 
porter of our work. Mrs. Krekel began the cam- 
paign here last year with great success and through 
her lectures the Liberals discovered their strength. 
Mr. Farnsworth’s little boy died a few months before 
that time. The father would not hav a clergyman to 
officiate at the funeral. Judge Buck, of Lewiston, 
was sent for and came and delivered a most appro- 
priate address. The Ohristians thought this a most 
“terrible thing,” but Mr. Farneworth found many 
friends he knew not of before who thanked him for 
his courageous vindication of Freethought. I had 
the pleasure of climbing “the hill of Zion” to his 
genial fireside and during my stay in Palouse 
enjoyed the hospitality of his home. Palouse seems 
to be built on about as many hills as Rome. There 
are seven, if not more, and it give the city a variable 
and picturesque aspect. On one of these hills is 
Mr. Farnsworth's dwelling. After you hav mounted 
the * steep incline” a lovely prospect spreads around, 
the folding hills opening to the vast prairies, to 
mountainous peaks and the sbining horizon. 

Mr. R. Pfaendtner is another stalwart Liberal. 
He was burnt out two years ago when Palouse was 
neatly destroyed, and not only lost all he had but 
was hundreds of dollars in debt. He did not plead 
the “ baby act but simply went to work and paid 
what he owed, cent for cent. He had no “Jesus” 
to help him on that lay-out, only his own grit. He is 
not afraid of his colors. He is an unflinching 


Liberal every time. Iam obliged to his daughter, 


who has the youthful enthusiasm. of Freethought, 
for the beautiful bouquets furnished for the platform, 
and I believe that she will one day be a representativ 
of our cause in the field of oratory. 

Orcutt, a pioneer of the coast, has hunted deer 
many a time where now are the busy streets of 
Palouse. He has taught school in Walla Walla and 
vicinity, but I guess he never prayed or read the 
Bible. He is a Freethinker from the word go. His 
reminiscences of this frontier life are exceedingly 
interesting. His son, Peter L. Orcutt, enrolls him- 
self on Toe Terura SRRRER list. Frank Briley and 


- Jobn Drew, of Garfield, Wash., are also there. Dr. 


D. A. Olark joins. Mr. Anderson is already there, 
and his whole family are heart and soul in the ranks 


of reform. Mr. Anderson introduced me at the 
meetings. There are many others with whom I had 
the pleasure of acquaintance, a long roll of comrade- 
ship whose generous welcome I shall not forget. 

Mr. and Mra. J. M. Hubbard were present from 
Pullman, & distance of twenty miles. I hear good 
words of Pullman—that there are Liberals in it—and 
I hope on my next round to visit the place. At any 
rate, I hava cordial invitation to the home of our 
friends, and I desire to go. Mr. Hubbard put 190 
acres into wheat this season and takes to market 
7,700 bushels. He bought 80 acres this year for 
$2,000 and has cleared enough off his farm to clear 
tne debt. This is profitable. One of Mr. Hubbard's 
neighbors raised 84 bushels to une sere, and the boss 
acre in Whitman cuunty produced 101 bushels and 
11 pounds. I guess this beats the world. This 
abundant yield, testified to by over thirty persons, 
was exbibited at Spokane Exposition and will be also 
exhibited at World's Fair. 

Well, I could say more about Palouse country if I 
had time—but it's a big country and there are big- 
hearted Liberals in it, and our flag flies, and there's 
music in its mighty fields. 

Monday morning I leave Palouse; and arrive at 
Spokane about noon. As I am obliged on account 
of railroad connections to remain over Spokane one 
night I had sent word to Mr. Scurlock to secure the 
Unitarian church where I had delivered a lecture on 
the previous Monday evening for a lecture this Mon- 
day evening, September 21st, on “The Religious 
Conspiracy.” What was my surprise on arriving at 
Pacific Hotel, Spokane, to receive word as follows 
from my friend: “Could not get church. As 
Unitarians they could not harbor downright Infidel- 
ity. Individually they might hav broader views.” 
Think of this for a Unitarian church! The defense 
of human rights, the Daclaration of Independence, 
the Constitution of our country, are “downright 
Infidelity ” to the Unitarians of Spokane. There 
was not one word in my discourse but what was in- 
dorsed by the Unitarian clergyman, not one word 
but what would be indorsed by the vast majority of 
the Unitarians of Spokane. I was dealing with an 
important question. I was not expressing my own 
creed ; I was simply advocating the total separation 
of church and state, without reference to belief, and 
this all-important question must be excluded from 
the Unitarian church. Save me from the Unitarian 
church of Spokane. It is allied with bigotry. No 
ples for universal human rights in its pulpit. What 
a motley dress the Unitarians do wear. You do not 
know by its uniform where to find that caurch. It 
bas a coat of many colors. But after all, when it 
comes to a test, the Unitarian churches are with the 
other churches. Amid all its flowers are the iron 
bands of an inflexible creed. Its pulpit is hedged in, 
its clergymen are chained. The rights of man are 
“ downright Infidelity.” Are the Unitarians much 


ahead of the Catholics ? 


I shall lecture in Spokane again some time, not, 
however, in the Unitarian church, but ona platform 
broad as nature, science, humanity, and freedom. 

It is quite a leap from Spokane to Victoris, but 


‘here I am to-day on the soil of British Oolumbis. 


I leave Spokane Tuesday morning. Over the mighty 
river and the arid plains, where the winds howl and 
raise a dust, we go on over the stupendous peaks 
and crags of the Oascades—thundering through the 
tunnel, winding through the forests, circling down 
the mountain, and at midnight behold the far. flashing 
lights of Tacoma, billowing in the waters of the 
sound. From Tacoma the journey winds to Seattle, 
the Naples of the West— brilliant on its hillsides 
fronting the resplendent sea. Then the great 
steamer in the soft and gorgeous sunshine of Sep- 
tember plows the shining expanse and tumbles the 
waters into a million jewels. We pass Pi. Town- 
send. Ihav the good fortune to meet John Iffl nd 
of that place, who orders Freethought books to keep 
the world s-moving with the spirit of progress. In 
the afternoon I reach Victoris. As we sail into the 
splendid barbor the moat imposing building on the 
shore is Hotel Dallas, where our good friend W. 
Jensen givs welcome to the traveling world. Hotel 
Dallas is one of the most elegant buildings on the 
sound. It was opened on the ist of September. 

I wend my way to the Occidental near the wharf. 
Berryman & Andrews, proprietors, giv solid and 
generous entertainment. It is a Liberal household 
here, and our friends are not afraid to wear the badge 
of Freethought. Even the orthodox clergymen are 
not averse to register here. They know they can 
get a square meal and etceteras if they so desire. 
One elergyman of solemn aspect inquired of Berry- 
man what were his rates to clergymen. Berryman 
replied candidly that he didn’t sharge a clergyman 
any more than he did anybody else. The clergyman 
saw the point, smiled acquiescence, and paid his bill 
like other folks. 

In the evening, Thursday, September 24th, I 
call upon Mr. and Mrs. Jensen. Mrs. Jensen was 
in Eagland when I lectured last spring. She was 
an intelligent and graceful lady, well fitted to pre- 
side in the palatial hotel so convenient and luxurious 
in its appointments. Mr. J ensen has shown a 


wonderful amount of enterprise in building this 
hotel. Ido not believe any other man in Victoria 
would hav dared to hav done it. It is not built in 


the business portion of the city where hotels 


usually are, but just in the suburbs, on the shore of 
the bay, commanding s magnificent view of the 
sound—the Olympics, white ali the year—the rocky 
and encircling shores and wooded hills. Itisalready - 
becoming a fashionable resort. The traveling 
public are attracted by this unique and desirable 
residence. atm 

I was pleased above all things amidst the sdorn- 
ments of this popular hotel to see a noble and 
expressiv picture of Robert G. Ingersoll one of 
the best I hav ever looked upon. The colonel. 
stands out vigorously, nearly full length, as if in the 
flood-tide of his magnificent oratory. It is a glorious ` 
picture, and Hotel Dallas with its lovely surround- 
ings makes a fit framework. SawvzL P. Porxar. 

Victoria, B. C., Sept. 25, 1891. ey 


Reflections from San Francisco. 


Over on the south side of Market street there 
dwells a solemn sort of an individual who occupies 
most of his time in estimating profit and loss in real 
estate transactions, and who, consequently, possesses 
no great degree of sensitivness in the conscientious . 
region of his anatomy. But, despite his. bold 
plunges in the transfer of titles to the inheritance of 
man, he is possessed of an alarming timidity in regard 
to the future life. The traits developed prominently 
by his profession again come uppermost and he 
makes an effort to cover his future risks in a manner 
certainly creditable upon the soore of unusualness. 
It seems that at a period dating some two or three 
decades back, and in obedience to the laws of nature 
and the customs of society, there appeared upon this 
sublunar stage of action a diminutiv youth, and 
the destinies which mold the extremities of man 
decreed that as his years increased his resources 
should decrease, until he became so poverty-stricken 
as to put under his feet all pride, so far as employ- 
ment or employer was concerned, and that he should 
then, being in a strictly proper condition cf humility, 
go to work in the vineyard of the Lord, or, in other 
worda, join the Salvation Army. 

This, of course, was not a cash transaction. Nor 
was there any specific agreement as to a time limit, 
the young man expressing himself as satisfied with 
credit upon the records kept by a sentinel reputed 
to be of ethereal composition and possessing unvary- 
ing accuracy as a bookkeeper. Tihe exigencies of 
this mundane sphere compelled the young man to 
rustle about for at least a limited amount of golden 
coin and for a long time he had a hard struggle to 
maintain the combination of force and matter neces- 
sary to an individualized existence. 

But fortune came rapping at his door one day 
and he happened to be “at home.” Wandering 
about in search of souls to save he ran seross the 
man of real estate transactions and soon consum- 
mated a bargain. Now if the pangs of hunger 
afflict the vitals of this ardent Salvationist he straight- 
way hies away to the residence or the office of his 
new friends, prays for him, and receives therefor & 
liberal compensation in the legal coin of the realm. 
This is an actual unornamented fact without varnish. 


From the south of Market street I will take my 
reader to the extreme northern limit of the city, 
where the sand runs down under the water which 
dashes in at the Golden Gate and plays unceasing 
music upon the rocky islets bordering the channel 
through which French frigates, American men-of- 
war, mercantil vessels, pleasure steamers, and Obi- 
nese emigrants find their way into the great harbor. 

Just where the glittering beams coming through 
the ocean gateway from the setting sun rest upon 
the sandy shore, there stands an old structure 
locally known as “the cobweb house"-—so called 
because spiders and dust hav had undisputed posses- 
sion of its exterior for twenty years or more, and its 
walls are festooned with filmy lacework eclipsing 
any effort of skilled human fingers with needle. An 
old captain, grown gray in the service of the sea, 
occupies this qusint and dilapidated dwelling and 
dispenses libelous liquor from grimy glasses to the 
incongruity which seeks material spirits. I could 
not help noticing as I surveyed the premises one of 
the absurd contradictions which nature is continually 
presenting. This silver-haired veteran of the deep 
maintained his life by means of the vile stuff which 
he dispensed. His partners in the transaction invited 
destruction by the same means. The dingy redwood 
table over which the glasses passed stood as a divid- 
ing line between life and death. 

The dusty wooden walls of this curious place are 
adorned with numerous pictures more or less classic 
and more or less valuable—generally less valuable 
and more classic than popular Eastern tastes would 
approve of. In the corners, overhead, upon the 
floor, and about the yard, are all sorts of marine and 
terrestrial curiosities which, gathered as they are from 
all sections of the globe, would form subjects for 
hours of entertaining study, and amid a motley 
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mass of animate and inanimate matter the old man | make raps and move tables, and step after step 


is drifting down the channel of life and will soon sail 
out upon the unknown ocean of eternity. 

It was the intelligence of the animate life about 
the old place that particularly charmed me. The 
birds and animals seemed fall of it. To be sure, 
their vocabulary was limited and much of their 
language thet of gesture, yet they used this with 

sudh appropriateness and made their desires so 
plainly manifest thet I fell to wondering if after all 

men had moved very far on the scale of progression. 

Pear, hate, euvy, rage, cunning, supplication, de- 
light, desire, affastion—thase and other sentiments 
were made as plainly manifest as man could make 
them, and ss I watched the birds, the dogs, the 
monkeys, and even the small-brained kangaroo, I 

could not avoid noticing that their education and 
development was in & general sense similar to that 
of the animal celled man. The process is the same. 
A series of impressions made upon the brain by en- 
vironments educates botb. The brain of the man 
is perhaps of finer texture; it is larger, and more 
complex. Itrsetains a greater number of impressions 
and can compare data and arrive at probable results 
further removed. But otherwise there is no differ- 
enco unless it be in favor of the animal. 

Bui the fading light warned me that I had little 
time to waste over the complications of this problem 
and so I took my departure, a great green parrot 
hanging by its feet in the doorway, which had 
started this train of reflections by the clearly enun- 
ointed greeting, How-de-do," remarking gravely as 
I passed out, How-de-do.” The words interrupted 
the continuity of my theorizing and I fell to thinking 
what far-reaching effect little things sometimes hav. 
* How. de-do,” said the psrrot. F. L. Browne. 

The Romantic History of Liberal, Mo. 


Since all seiende comés from accurate observation, 
experiments, and experience, biography end history 
are nesessary toa happy, successful life. To do the 

little Lean in this good work I write under the above 
head. Fifteen years ago it was my fortune to make 
the acquaintance of. G. H. Walser in Lamar, Mo. 
Having earned a surplus of means ab the bar aud in 
real estate, read and thought himself out of the God 
idea and the many obscene absurdities of the Bible, 
and desiring to improve the lives of the people 
about him, he was organizing an association he 
nemed the Sacred Brotherhood. It was my pleas- 
ure to attend his first meeting and to observe the 
forming of other like societies efterward in that 
. region cf Missouri. Finally the Kansas City, Fort 
Scott & Memphis railroad was chartered and com- 
menosd work. The keen brain of Walser spied thé 
chance of an increased fortune for himself and a 
colony for Freethinkers. Happening again in 
Lamar and enjoying the hospitality of himself and 
good wife, I rode out with him fifteen miles west, 
viewing together the nice undulating land through 
whioh railroad stakes were set. It was soon pur- 
ohesed, soma of it laid off in lots, immigrants came 
in, and the colony started with bright prospects. In 
& few years it was my pleasure to make them s visit. 
A nics common hall was up and well attended, Sun- 
days spent in one or two lectures and a gokool for 
all classes to learn and teach practical science. A 
eommon Liberal, social spirit and happy neighbor- 
Ship pervaded the rettlers and welcomed every new 
immigrant. Here did it seem that life was indeed 
worth living. Some Methodist people with a zaal 
not according to knowledge procured s lot and built 
8 house for worship. Wishing to fairly discuss their 
tenants Mr. Walser and a few other Liberals went to 
one of their meetings snd proposed s discussion as 
it was closing, This being discourteously rejected, 
Mr. Walser rose to announce a lecture and was 
ordered down. Not obeying, a squabble ensued, 
which ended in much strife, a lewsuit, and a Method- 
ist sacession to build up an adjoining village. Stil, 
if possible more unfortunate than this religious 
trouble, there began to brew a divide in the Free 
thinking citizens. The element of so-called free love 
crept in, and failing to discriminate between love 
and lusi, misunderstandings, and even persecutions 
for oninion's sake, like a black frost in August nipped 
the flower in the social circle. One of their best 
business oitizene, the reliable station agent, and his 
family, were involved, and, considering diseretion the 
better part of valor, sold out and went East. T$ is 
self-evident that all genuin thought and love per se 
must be free. They can neither be bought, sold, 
nor shackied, ¢fforta and pretenses to the contrary 
notwithstanding. To thick and gpesk evil cf one for 
SO believing is religious persecution. Disagreeing 
on subjects of minor importance and magnifying 
them too much, the solonists began to divide seri- 
ously, nor did the paper started by Mr. Walser and 
edited by one after another of less caliber, tend to 
unite. Olairvoyance, Spiritualism, and Obristian 
Science came in succession, intermixed with the lin- 
gering life of the Ssered Brotherhood, good in itself 
when well sdministered. Finally one Dr. Bouton 
among them began to investigate Spiritualism, pro- 
fensed to see something real in it, learned readily to 


became s successful medium in slate-writing, mate- 
rializing, ete. While the more solid citizens bad 
faith only in the manufacturing of all this by the 
doctor and two or three aiders and abettors, the 
larger and constantly increasing part of the people 
were enthusiastic in accepting, defending, and enjoy- 
ing these manifestations of returning spirits. To 
confirm the faith the following certificate came out: 


We, the undersigned citizens of Liberal, Barton county, 
Mo., hav a personal acquaintance with Dr. J. B. Bouton, and 
know him to be a man of truth and a worthy citizen. 

We hav been given the privilege of examining the condi- 
tions under which certain slate-writings take place in said 
Dr. Bouton’s house, alleged to be through the instrumental- 
ity of spirits. We hav availed ourselvs of said privilege, 
and hav made a thorough examination of said premises, 
and we hereby pronounce it utterly impossible that said 
writing can occur through visible or tangible human agency. 

C. W. STEWART, i 
D. P. GREELEY, 
C. W. GOODLANDER, JB., 
JohN G. MAYER, 
G. H. WALSER. 
State of wr 88 
Barton county. 7 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and 
for the county of Barton, state of Missouri, this the fifth day 
of June, 1885. F. L. Yarr, Notary Public. 


It is but fair to believe that the motivs bringing 
out this certificate were philanthropic. In accord 
with the common saying, the hearts of the certifiers 


were right enough but their heads wrong enough. 
And yet fhe certificate solemnized by the sacred 


oath administered by a civil, though not an 
ecclesiastical, officer, had its effect in spreading 
the ism and increasing the excitement. Having 
an acquaintance with Mr. Yale as a solid Materialist 
I can certify, though not on oath, that he did not 
present the Bible to the lips of a single one of the 
five swearers. As religioniets ere apt to say that 
cleanliness is next to godliness, were it not well for 
them to pray and plead that the Bible kept for 
swearing should be cleansed inside and out, that the 
kisser of it might likewise be clean.? 

Being honored on another visit with a special in- 
vitation to attend a slate-writing «ésnce given by 
Dr. B., three messages came down from the top of his 
closet, and the Spiritual friends insisted that I must 
thereby be convinced. Asking if each were not in the 
peculiar handwriting of the party when in the flash, 
getting an affirmativ answer, I suggested the pro- 
priety of getting an adept in chirography to trace 
the attempted disguise fo one and the same fingers 
still in the flesh. Next I said the only way to write 
on the slate was to move the softer pencil on the 
slate’s surface to lesve its particles of a different 
color. As this is commonly done with the fingers, I 
knew of no spirits with fingers, and matter being im- 
penetrable, it seemed impossible for fingers to pass 
through the solid wall of the closet. It was admitted 
by the medium that the pencil was essential to the 
writing, since it must go up and come down with tha 
slate. Then how could the writing be accounted for? 
I said a living incarnate spirit might be between the 
roof and the closet’s top, slide a board, and pass the 
slate and its messages. This was positivly rejacted, 
since it was an impeachment of the doctor's integrity 
and besides a committee had examined and certified 
to the impossibility of fraud. My reply was that the 
doctor's integrity was not on trial, and if genuin 
could take care of itself, but it could harm no one to 
hav a second search after a message - manufacturing 
contrivance. All this being ignored, I went my way 
to Florida and in due time I received s letter from a 
doubting Thomas that flunes had got into the roof 
above the closet, men had rushed up with their axes, 
eut away the burning shingles and down to the mes- 
sengerizing, if not the msterializing, slates. At this 
the doctor, sitting in his yard, turned heartsick, and 
bas had since to endure frowns reversing in “ double 
quick” the smiles of the spirits. Much has the un- 
fortunate doctor needed the intercession of the den- 
izens of the skies to comfort him with the hope, yes, 
the certainty of a higher life, exempt from his mis- 
adventures in this. But he has issued s creditable 
pamphlet detailing the adventure from its beginning 
to its end which will be sent to snyone for thres 
stamps. The valuable space of Taz Tron SEEKER 
allows no more than a brief close to this writing. 

First: Strange thet persons thus delivered from 
their delusions should follow the same dismal line of 
fraud ard deceit. But few seem ss yet to tske 
Ingersol/'s advice: One world at a time.” Indeed, 
some still maintain that the doctor was and is yet a 
medium. 

Second: How can ordinary intelligence fail to 
peresive, in accord with General Jackson's maxim that 
“the world is governed too much,” and yet more 
surely, the world believes too much? Absurd as 
Spiritualists se^ the Bible to be and its endless 
superstitions sfüieting humanity, how can they fail 
to see the follies, frauds, and absurdities of their 
ism? Finally, may tbe aged friend and well-wisher 
of all suggest the wisdom of first proving ali things, 
that we may next hold fast to that which is good. 
Considering the multitudes of conflicting opinions 
and faiths, can we cherish the egotism that we are 
wholly exempt: from them? That we know it all; 


that we are right, and others, calling for proof, 
wrong? Must we ignore the history of science 
evineing that it is conceived in doubts, and grows to 
its giant proportions by demonstrations? Oan 
there be any wrong in saying of some wild notions, 
We don’t know—holding and living on the actual 
good we do know, learning diligently, humbly, and 
patiently all the more practics! good pertaining to 
this life as we livit? Is it not the wiser and happier 
way to liv a good life to insure a good death? 
Opinions are worthless, often injurious, unless based 
upon sound evidence and truth after a careful, 
patient investigation of the subject. 

I am constrained to remind every intelligent 
reader that ignoring the power of the press is to liv 
in helpless imbecility. The history of the slave- 
holding states before the war supplementing the 
horrors of preceding religious persecutions, is a 
standing dismal monument of this sad fact. A Con- 
gressman from that region once boasted in open 
debate that there was not a newspaper published in 
his district. The Union was dismembered, the 
Confederacy organized, a million citizens slaughtered, 
and billions wasted to rivet the chains of slavery, 
resulting in shattering the last link and the cause 
wretchedly lost. A little common sense disseminated 
by the press had saved all this misery. Five or six 
eents per week from each one will maintain our 
Freethought journals, the rights of humanity, snd 
the honor of our race. W. Perxrss. 

Kansas City, Mo. 


dn) 
Worth Considering. 

The English language is spreading so rapidly over 
the earth, it is to be deprecated that its orthography 
is left so difficult, uncouth, and inconsistent, It is 
estimated that in ten years it will be spoken by 
seven hundred million people, while only five hun- 
dred million will be spesking other European 
tongues. As, therefore, English will be indisput- 
ably the language of the future, it behooves every 
intelligent person speaking it to do all that can be 
done to facilitate its written representation by 
makivg its orthography easy, economical, and 
reasonable. 

We are slowly simplifying its syntax and orthog- 
raphy; but it is singular that though these changes 
are universally approved when once established, 
they ars opposed by most of our popular writers 
while being made. It is only the few determined, 
aggressiv, plucky men who should be credited with 
these improvements, and yet it is only these who are 
laughed at and ridiculed, while the masses sre 
gradually molded to adopt the “innovations,” 

Changes in our language and its orthography are 
so slow we do not see their progress while they are 
being established, but by comparing the present 
with the past they are very apparent. For instance, 
take the following, transcribed from an English 
tombstone, and which, from collateral proof, 
evidently represents the English of its time : 

* Man cora & ge how schal alle dede be; wen yow 
comes bad & bare; noth hav ven we aware fare, all 
ys weriness yt for care." 

How changed and beautiful this would appsar 
dressed in the present garb of our language: Man, 
come and see how you will be when dead; so bare 
and drear, not aware how you fare when free from 
weariness and cere.” —Ztems of Interest. 

— — — — 
‘Lectures and Meetings. 

S. P. Purnam’s lecture appointments for October are as 
follows: San Francisco, October 11th; Sacramento, 18th. 
Will lecture in California through the months of October, 
November, December, and January, state convention Jan- 
uary 29th. , . 

J. G. Hertwig, P. O. box 418, Washington, D. C., intends 
to lecture during the forthcoming fall and winter on the 
following subjects: 1. National Taxation,” opposing 
the present customs and internal revenue systems of the 
United States and advocating a not graduated income tax 
in their stead, for raising the revenue necessary for the sup- 
port of the government. 2. Free Coinage,” advocating 
free and unlimited coinage, from American silver, of a tem- 
porary silver dollar, correct as to its bullion value, and, as 
goon 88 it can be accomplished, an international agreement 
as to fixed ratio between gold and silver as monetary metals. 
3. Sunday Laws,” energetically opposing such laws, as 
violating the Constitution of the United States, and, in 
addition, expounding the other demands of Liberalism. 
He urgently and sincerely solicits engagements for these 


lectures. 
— —— 


Norkrxa is more simple and natural, in the early 
stages of civilization, than belief in occult, self- 
conscious powers of evil. Troubles and calamities 
come upon man ; his ignorance of physical laws for- 
bids him to attribute them to physical causes; he 
therefore attributes them sometimes to the wrath of 
a good being, but more frequently to the malice of 
an evil being. Especially is this the csse with dis- 
eases. The real causes of disease are so intricate 
that they are reached only after ages of scientific 
labor; hence they, above all, hav been attributed to 
the influence of evil spirity.—Ha-President White 
of Cornell University. 
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Gommunications. 


More Work for Washington Liberals, 
THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATION—-WORK THAT ALL OAN DO. 
. .Oathe first of last November I wrote E. P. Ferry, 

the governor of the state, respectfully requesting 
that in his Thankegiving proclamation he would not 
giv recognition to any religion, or make request 
that the people on that day assemble at their places 
of worship, or recommend the spending of the day, 
or any part thereof, in acts of worship. My protest 
was declared to be too late, the proclamation had 
been drafted. — ; 

This year I propose to make sure of being ahead 
of time. 

I hav written to the various vice-presidents 
throughout the state, but there are many who will 
not thus be reached. I ask every member of the 
Washington Secular Union and every L beral and in- 
telligent voter in the state of Washington to write 
a letter to the governor of the state, calling his at- 
tention to the matter. ` 

Reader, you say: Oh! if I was only able I would 
be so glad to help the cause.” Well, here is your 
chance. 
only a two-cent stamp. Two thousand such letters 
should be sent to the governor between now and the 
time of issuing his proclamation. 

When a politician receives large numbers of per. 
sonal letters from voters, he is quick to comply with 
their request, fearing they might use influence against 
him at next election. 

Every Liberal who neglects to write to the gov- 
ernor of the state on the subject, fails in duty slike 
to his avowed principles and his fellow-Infidels 
The reesipt of vast numbers of letters will not alone 
influence the action of the governor in this matter, 
but convince the powers that be that the Infidels 
hold the balance of power at our next election, and 
this will insure our claims receiving respectful at- 
tention from politicians of both parties. 

Liberals claim their desire is to learn what is 
duty and to do it.” Let us act up to our profession. 
Time will not wait our leisure; soon it will be too 
late. Write at once, to-day, this mail! l 

For the benefit of Liberal friends who do not take 
TRR Truru Seem, I hav prepared the following 
copy of a letter to the governor. If your friend 
cannot be persuaded to write a personal letter, cut 

this letter from your paper and let him peste it on & 
clean sheet of writing-paper, head it with his address 
and sign it with his full name. a 
FORM OF LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR. 

: This form is only suggestiv; or for the use of 
those who cannot be induced to write for themselvs. 
But better send copy ofthis or even cut it out and 
paste on sheet of letter-paper and sign with full 
name, than not write at all. 

—, Wasu., Sept. —, 1891. 


To tun Hox. E. P. Fesry, Governor State of 


Washington, Olympia, Wash, Dear. Sir: As the 


time is approaching for issuing the annual Thanks. |. 


giving proclamation I respectfully osl! your atten- 
tion to the fact that our government is civil, not 
ecclesiastical; has no religicn, and therefore no 
authority to issue proclamations calling on citizens 
to acknowledge any particular God, or to observe 
any stated time for prayers, fasts, feasts, or worship. 

I do not object to the chief exsoutiv appointing 
legal holidays in which no citizen can be compelled 
to transact ordinary business, but I do most esrnestly 
and emphatically protest against the governor or 
any other servant of the people dictating, advising, 
or requesting the people on any such legal holiday to 
assemble for worship or in any way indicate how the 
hours of such holiday shall be spent. i 

Oar state constitution guarantees “absolute free- 
dom of conscience in all matters of religious senti- 
ment.” A proclamation by the chief executiv die- 
tates and influences religious sentiment, and is, 
therefore, a violation of the spirit of our bill of 
rights. ö 

I hav failed, after a careful reading of our state 
constitution, to find any clause authorizing or in- 
structing the governor to issue proclamation for 
thanksgiving or any other religious femst, fast, or 
holy day. 

It is claimed, “ Thanksgiving proclamations do not 
decree any religious observance but only recommend 
a day of general thenksgiving. such recommendation 
having no binding force or influence." 

Then they should most certainly be dispensed 
with, since they disturb, irritate, and outrage the 
sentiments of a very large number of good and 
worthy citizens. 

But since they do hav force and influence, I ask 
you why one olass of citizens should be favored 
above others, and their religious fancies pandered to 
by the government of the state, and the belief and 
sentiments of thousands of other equally good and 
worthy citizens be insulted or ignored. 

If any citizen bas especial cause for gratitude to 
his God it is sn insult to the intelligence of such 
citizen for any government official (servant of the 


It will take only one hour's time and cost | 


‘sanctimonious. 


people) to issue instructions as to when and to 
which of the supreme rulers” the citizen shall say, 


“Thank you.” 


Jefferson said: The government has no right to 
indirectly assume an authority over religious exercises 
51 the Constitution has directly precluded it 

rom.“ 

Medison declared: The broadest principles of 
the Constitution would entirely preclude the chief 
executiv from thus interfering with the religious 
affairs of the nation.” l 

Grant said: ** Leave the matter of religion to the 
family altar, the church, and the private school sup: 
ported by private contribution, but keep the state 
and church forever separate“ : 

No possible wrong, loss, or injury can result to 
any citizen from your careful exclusion from your 
proclamation of any legal holiday all mention, refer- 
ence, or allusion to religion or religious observances. 

-My political action snd that of the members of the 
Washington Secular Union at the next election will 
be influenced by your decision in this matter. 

Oonfidently relying on your using every endeavor 
to insure to each and all citizens of the state 
“absolute freedom of conscience in all matters of 
religious sentiment, belief, and worship,” 

Yours respectfully, 
A SHORTER FORM FOR THE VERY BUSY. 
, Wasu., Sept. —, 1891. 

To rue Hon H. P. Ferry, Olympia, Wash., Dear 
Sir: Oar state constitution does not instruct the 
governor to issue proclamations with recommenda. 
tion to the people to assemble for worship ; or with 
exhortations to giv thanks to God. 

Jefferson, Madison, Grant, denounce such acts. 

I respectfully request you to abstain from any 
such recommendation in your next annual Thanks. 
giving proclamations. - 

No possible loss orinjury ean result to any person 
from your so abstaining. 

My vote and influence will be biased by your 
action in this matter. Yours truly, 


— —— ——ÓÀ 


— 


Liberal: Now, plesse do not neglect this with the 
exeuse, "Lots of others will attend to this without 
me.” You hava duty to do, and by your love of 
justice, right, and liberty I beseech you to promptly 
perform if. 

Union of church and state is not a small matter, 
and remember the gaining this point will greatly 
help us in securing other rights. Mer 

All depends on each and all doing their individual 
duty. Write, and urge others to write. Do it at 
ones. C. B. RRxNOL DS, Sec. Wash. Sec. Union. 

Fremont, Wash. 


—— ipd 
Christians Cannot Tolerate the Practice of 


Bihle Examples and Precepts. 


A DOSE £F THEIR OWN  MEDIOIN NAUSEATES THEIR 
STOMACHS. TO PROFESS A BELIEF IN OHBISTIANITY 
AND THE BIBLE IS ADMISSIBLE; TO PRACTICE IT Is 
INSUFFERABLE. A OHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BROUGHT 
TAOCE TO FACE WITH THE PRAOTIOAL WORKING OF 
ITS OWN SYSTEM. AND. BITTERLY OPPOSING IT, WHAT 
IS WRONG IN PRAOTIOE OANNOT BE RIGHT IN 
THEORY. WHY OANNOT MEN AND WOMEN OF ORDI- 
NARY SENSE SEE IT? 


The people of this town are both devout snd 
A branch of the N. G. A. College 
is located here, and the students are compelled to 
observe those religious formis so distasteful to all 
young people of sense and refinement. . It so hap- 
pened that an Infidel from the neighboring state of 
Tennessee sojourned here during the past summer, 
and from time to time essayed to giv free Liberal 
lectures at the court house. These lestures, which 
were given Sunday afternoons, were well attended 
by the students, many of whom had never heard 
that there were two sides to the orthodox question. 
They became much interested in the speaker's 
radioal views, and demanded of the resident clergy- 
men that they meet and refute them. This, for 
obvious reasons, the clergy refused to do, and many 
of the students became indoctrinated with hetercdox 
opinions. To bav a godless Infidel come into a 
atronghold of orthodoxy and proselyte the college 
students to the teaching of modern Infidelity, was 
too exasperating to be meekly endured by the 
faithful, and threats and mutterings of smothered 
rege could be heard by the listening ear. The 
more passiv-natured saints in secret prayer im- 
plored God to convert this horrid perverter of souls 
or compel him to hestily emigrate to a climate that 
was lurid inappearance and torrid in temperature. 
That the spesker was most provoking, I do not 
deny. He boldly declared that the combined iv flu- 
enca of the Bible and church was, and ever had 
heen, fearfully deleterious to the morals of society. 
He denounced the doctrin of the “ innate depravity " 
of man as a vile heresy agsinst the race, and that of 
the “atonement” as an unqualified license to the 
commission of erime. The only creed which he 
enunciated was, Do right, and fear neither maa, 
God, nor the devil.” zt 


^ 


Now it so happened that about the time that this ! 


Infidel closed his redemptiv labora among us an 
evangelist and his devout young wife made their 
advent into our town. The name of this man of 
God was Zachariah, and he, like his namesake of 
old, was a devout man and filled with the Holy 
Ghost. His coming seemed opportune and the 
Ohristians of Dahlonega. received him and his 
devoted wife with warmi hearts and open arms. 
This evangelist was one of Prince Immanuel’s true 
and tried vetersna. For many long years, under the 
influence of the Holy Ghost and. by the authority of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, he had perambu- 
lated the byways of North Osrolina, and many were 
the obdurate “ tar-heels” that he plucked as burn- 
ing brands from the flames of eternal and unquench- 
able fire. The faithful brethren and sisters here at 
once joined him in inaugurating an extensiv cam- 
paign against the world, the flesh, and the devil. A 
series of meetings were held not only in the town 
but in the adjacent rural districts, and many and 
powerful were the sermons preached by this newly- 
arrived advocate of Jesus and his all-atoning blood. 
While tbe theological goose thus bung bigh and: 
many encomiums were being lavished on Brother 
Bell by his ardent admirers, an ugly report came 
floating along on a passing breeze to the effect that 
several months previous this devout man of God had 
secured all the household funds and then eloped with 
& young woman of his flock, who was one of his 
ardent admirers and was passionately-fond of the 
Holy Ghost business, leaving behind bim a wife and 
five children in destitute circumstances. No sooner 
was this report confirmed than the brethren here 
arrested Brother Bell and his sprightly young Hagar, 
and incarcerated them in the county jail; where- 
upon the above-referred-to Iufidel wrote to one of 
the bretbren here the following significant letter: 
* No. 14 S. Firth st. PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 
“Sept. 18 1891. 

Mx. Dear Sir: I hav just learned that 
you and other Obristian brethren of Dahlonega hav 
ceussd the evangelist, Zachariah Bell, and his young 
wife, to be arrested and incarcerated in the county 
jail. Now, considering the zealous work your 
brother did in your midet for the cause of Obrist, 
and the many sinners whom he awakened to # sense 
of their lost condition, you acted not only urjustly 
toward ycur brother but inconsistently with your pro- 
fession. You should hav remembered that your 
brother in taking to bimself an extra wife only imi- 
tated, in a feeble way, his. illustrious exemplars, 
‘faithful Abraham, ‘good old Isaac, Judah, 
David, and Solomon, all of whom were distinguished 
Bible heroes and special favorits of the God. you 
worship. These illustrious Bible champions each 
had all the way from six to one thousand wives 
and soveubines, and instead of condemning them, 
you commend them to your Sunday-school children 
as exemplars of righteousness. In the face of these 
facts how could you be so eruel to Brother Bell, 
who only took to himself one single extra wife! 
You certainly should hav, under the circumstances, 
commended him for his moderation in the Abraham 
and Hagar business. I would further call your atten- 
tion to the fact that polygamy was approved and 
practiced in Judea in the time of Christ, and yet he 
never uttered a single word in condemnation of it. 
Your God ‘ gave to the bosom of David all the wives 
of his master Saul,’ thereby placing the seal of his 
perpetual approval on the plural wife system (see 
2 Sam. xi). But you may urge that your brother 
deserted bis first wife and children. I wovld remind 
you that his authority for doing so as a Obristian you 
cannot gainssy. You hav complimented Brother 
Bell for bis devotion end fidelity to the cause of 
Ohrist. Just here allow me to remind you that 
Christ repeatedly enjoined upon his followers that 
they must ‘forsake wife and children and follow 
him. In Matt. xix sand Mark x he actually offers 
eternal life as s premium to those who would forsake 
their wives and children for his and the ‘gospels 
sake? And yet, when Brother Bell sets about 
reducing these examples and precepts of your Bible. 
and your Jesus to practice, you arrest and put him 
in jail. If your profession cannot be reduced to 
practice without danger of arrest and imprisonment, 
my advice is for ‘you to abandon it and substitute 
something better in its stead. From an Infidel’s 
standpoint we admit thet it looked unjust and cruel 
for your brother in Ohrist to rob and abandon his 
wife and children; but it was not half so bad as 
‘faithful Abrabam’ banishing his young wife Hagar 
and her little child to the wilderness of Beersheba, 
to encounter ita manifold dangers without protec- 
tion. If the Rev. Mr. Bell deserves a coat of tar 
and feathers with which you threaten him, then 
should old Abraham hav been constituted the chief 
man in an impromptu necktie party, as a just punish- 
ment for his unfeeling brutality to his young wife 
and innocent child. Of course we confess that from 
an Infidel standard of morals the conduct of your 
brother was outrageously unjust and wrong; but 
according to the Bible and commands of Obriat it 
was strictly consistent and right. We honestly 
advise you and all other good-mesning Christians to 
diseard the Bible from your homes and substitute 
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n its stesd Combe's Constitution of Man.’ 
-he Lord run his own business, and giv to poor, 
half-bred, diseased, ignorant humanity the attention 
to which its deplorable condition so strongly entitles 
it. In my reform labors among you last summer I 
tried to impress upon you a sense of the pernicious 
"influence of your iniquitous old system of supersti- 
tior, and the recent episode in which your brother 
in Christ and his consistent wife No. 2 constitute the 
chief actors should be conclusiv proof to you of the 
correctness of my position. We admonish you and 
your Ohristian brothers and sisters at Dahlonega to 
learn a lesson from recent experience, and at once 
and forever abandon the theory of religion that can 
not be reduced to practice without shocking your 
moral natures and sense of decency. . Hoping you 
may receive this admonitory letter in the same spirit 
of kindness in which it is written, I remain, with 
many kind wishes for your welfare and happiness, 
„% WARREN SurTH. 
“Dahlonega, Ga., Sept. 20, 1891.” 


. In our opinion it would be a good idea to consti- 
_ tute these ever-recurring episodes of Christian immo- 
ralities as a text from which to preach to the faithful 
an efficient Secular sermon. Let us call things by 
their proper names, snd do all we can to expose the 
deformities of the Christian superstition in a manner 
to arrest. the attention of its deluded devotees. 
Woman's shoulders support the church. Let us 
strive to bresk the priestly spell resting on these 
modern Titanias, and convince them that they ‘hav 
been wooing and caressing something far more 
unsightly and loathsome than a Shaksperean donkey. 


Vouney. 
ey 


Letters on English Secularism. 


If ever English Secularism passed through a 
severe ordeal, if is passing through one at the pres- 
ent time. Disaster sfter disaster hav come and. left 
their clammy finger-marks upon the victim; yet 
‘Secularism rises triumphantly after each assault and 
bids fair to lead the way in no very distant future. 
Years ago, when Charles Bradlaugh and Annie 
: Besant stood shoulder to shoulder in defense of the 
right of publication, only one side of the Secularist 
tezching was affected. Fortunately the damage 
doneto the cause was equal to the benefits it re- 
ceived ; from that time to. this, vicious Ohristiang 
hay maintained that Seeulerism is s means of spread- 
ing immoral kaowledge, because the two co-defend- 
ants were leaders in the National Secular Society. 
When Mr. Foote and his colleagues in business were 
committed to prison for publishing the Freethinker, 
it was but a side issue, comparativly speaking, 
though one of utmost importance in itself. When 
Mr. Bradlaugh made his gallant stand against an 
iniquitous House of Commons, notwithstanding the 
vitality of the question as to whether men who. dis- 
believe in a God should be made to swear by: one, he 
was but fighting a battle which could not seriously 
interfere with the. growth of Freethought in Eng- 
land. Now the circumstances are changed. It is no 
longer side issues that are at stake. The whole re- 
ligious world has set itself to break up our Free. 
thought party and exterminate its teachings. _ 
Mrs. Besant’s defection is known to all. That 
gifted lady has been caught in Theosophic neta and 
would fain hav all of us be entrapped, too. With 
a solid unanimity the party has said, “No, thank 
you.” Mrs. Besant is evidently disappointed and 
disgusted. Having changed her front she now sees 
nothing of our old successes. Bitter indeed sre 
the passages of arms which now and again take 
place between her and our trusted leader, G. W. 
Foote. No one who was present at the densely 
crowded meeting at the Hall of Sciences when Mrs. 
Besant took her inglorious “ farewell,” as she termed. 
it, will forget the subdued expression of pain as 
those who had so often lingered on her words heard 
her declare in favor of the truth of the letters from 
an unseen world. 
_ All felt for her and pitied her in her weakness ; 
but all felt, too, that she must be allowed to go her 
own way. Powerful, indeed, was her lecture; her 
face plainly showing the state of emotion into which 
she had worked herself. Always clear in what she 
chad to say, she seemed especially clear on that long- 
to-be-remembered evening. At the close of the ad- 
dress, without even sitting down, Mrs. Besant with 
her constant companion, Mr. Herbert Burrows, Miss 
Basant, and Mre. Thornton Smith, who presided, 
abruptly turned to the left, descended the platform, 
and passed out, to the bewilderment of the audience. 
Never before had such tactics been displayed at the 
‘Hall of Science. According to notification and the 
invariable rule at Freethought meetings, discussion 
was invited; but with the chairman and lecturer gone, 
how could people discuss Theosophy? 
Forder, the secretary of the National Secular Society, 
and Mr. Touzeau Parris, a Hall of Science lecturer, 
did speak, but the interest of the meeting was gone. 
Mrs. Bonner, Mr. Bradlaugh's married daughter, sat 
almost unnoticed in the audience. 
A fortnight later (September 13th) Mr. G. W. 
Foote drew a crowded audience to hear him discourse 


Let 


he had to say about Theosophy matters but little ; 


‘for years past; the other declares that the bands of 


a split over the Memorial Hall. There hav always 
been admirers of Oharles Bradlaugh who would hav 
nothing whatever to do with his Secularism. These 


and so, when the National Secular Society wished to 
raise a suitable memorial ball to our late revered 
president, it became necessary bo form a commercial 
company to run the hall. OI oonrse everyone under- 
stood the idea; but as Christian tactics are not 
necessarily just and honorable we bed to guard 
against them as much as possible. 
Secular Society people subscribed by far the largest 
part of the money yet raised, and suggested buying 


Mr. 


on “What Does Mrs. Besant Mean?’ Olear as a 


bell his voice rang through the hall, as step by step 
he pulled Mrs. Besant's statements to shreds. What 


but what he had to say. about the decline of Atheism 


and other unfriendly aliusions made by Mrs. Besant 
was eagerly caught up and vociferously cheered by 


the immense assembly.. No one conld doubt that 
Mrs. Besant fully intends the disruption of the 
Freethought party, if it can be accomplished. The 
Daily Chronicle, a third-rate London daily, has been 
lavish in its supply of Theosophio information, letters 
on Mahatmas, verbatim: reports of Mrs. Besant’s 
speeches and go on; but there was never a line upon 
Mr. Foote's crushing rejoinder. It is one thing to 
advocate and quite another to repudiate Seculariam. 
Aud so the battle remains at present. Would 
that it were ended! Trumpery bigots hav caught 
the disease. Following our late vice-president, they 


poohpooh the advance of Secularism and quote 


Mrs. Besant like the gospel. This very week come 
two reports from branches in the suburbs, at one of 
which an effort ig being made to eject our lecturers 
from the common land on which they hav spoken 


the Salvation Army and Church Army hav conspired 
to play down the speakers voices; as they can 
not talk them out of the place they will try what a 
liberal dose of trumpet and drum will do for them. 
In yet another it is unsafe to giv lectures because 
the Ohristian spies jot down the names of listeners 
and duly report their misbehavior to their employers, 
who in their turn scarcely dare to refuse dismissal 
of men they would prefer to keep in their employ. 
Such cases of prompt dismissal coour not only in 
small outlying villages, but even in cities like Man- 
chester. Buß the Freethought party is gaining 


Strength every day; and under Mr. Foote's judicious |’ 
management the National Secular Society seems 


bound to conquer. „ c 
Among the more serious drawbacks to the work is 


people had to be taken into consideration. Now, 
the English Jaw does net permit Atheists to hold 
property in trust, as do all sorts of Christians. No 
agreement is binding ; no legacies may be bequeathed 
to us, and no corporate property can be held by: us, 


The National 


up the old Hall of Ssiense, the scene of so many of 
Bradlaugh’s ‘triumphs, and where dear old D. M. 
Bennett, as in the case of meny another, notable 
Freethinker, was banquoted and otherwise honored, 
with a view to rebuilding it as money might flow in. 
Oar enemies hav opposed the plan, and by paeked 
meetings temporarily overthrown it. The result will 
be a new rift in the party on the one hand, and s 
consolidation of out and out Secularists on the other. 
You enn no more separate Bradlaugh from the 
National Secular Sociely than you can separate him 
from the parentage of his own children ; and no monu- 
ment, by whomsoever raised, can be more expressiv of 
his life and work than that of the Nations! Secular 
Society, for which it might slmost be said he lived 
and died. 

If the Editor allows me, I hope to giv American 
Freethinkers an accurate insight into English 
Sscularism, desling with the more serious events as 
they happen, end using quieter. weeks to explein our 
system, work and workers. BAMUEL Sranpeina. 

— et —— — ———— 
Jehovah. l 
Who was that mighty one of old 
Whose favors could be bought or sold, 


Whose aid was paid in blood or gold? . 
A Jehovah. 


Who waked from his eternal cala 

To make the pigeon and the lamb 

And angels too to sing a psalm? 
Jehovah. 


Who formed the earth before the sun 

And saw ’twas good when he was done, 

Then*made the devil just for fun? 
Jehovah. 


Who made the snake more wise than Eve 

And gave it power to deceive, 

Then damned all those who don’t believe ? 
Jehovah. 


Who'planned the serpent and the fall, 

The Virgin, Balaam’s ass, and all, 

And on the cross so loud did bawl ? 
Jehovah. . : 


Who tailor-like did sew some skins 

To cover Adam’s dirty shins, 

Then died to save him from his sins ? 
Jehovah. > 


. Whose warlike deeds were always sealed 
With victory on battle-field, 


Till iron cars made him to yield? 
Jehovah. 


Who was it that the sun did stay 

And lengthen out a summer day, 

To giv his servants time to slay ? 
Jehovah. 


Who left his shining worlds on high, 
Was born a babe, did whine and cry. — 
As he on woman’s lap did lie? 
Jehovah. 


Who joyful news came here to tell : . 
Believe and pay my priests right well, 
Or I will burn you all in hell? 

. Jehovah. 


The devil took his maker up 
And flew away to mountain top— 
If he had only let him drop, 

i Jehovah! 


Who then to show his power divine, 
Like other frauds did make bad wine, 
And drown the devils in the swine ? 

' ' Jehovah. 


Who on the back of asses two 

The city gates. rode proudly through, 

Then stuck a fellow’s ear with glue? 
Jehovah. 


Who like weak man did pray and cry 

When hung upon the cross so high, 

And strange to tell did really die? 
Jehovah. 


The dying thief he did deceive, 
He kindly told him not to grieve, 
For they would meet that very eve, 
: Jehovah. 
Then down to hell he took his way— 
Lamentable he did not stay 
Instead of rising the third day, 
Jehovah. 
—— — 22 — 
. . Wanted—A Spirit, 
Dear TaurH Szexex Frienps: I promised to tell 


D. F. E. 


you the result of my search for spirit manifestations 
in New York, Brooklyn, and. Williamsburg, but 
really I found nothing worth lumbering up the 
paper with. I got slate-writing it is true, but only 
under the table, and a few words at s time, and 


written only as the medium herself might hav done 
it, go it was not at all satisfactory. I got nothing 
that hit nearer than a fortune-teller might hit—three 


prophecies that may yet be fulfilled, though I doubt 
it. I did not see the big gun of all, Keeler, as he 
was not in Williamsburg yet. 


Friends told me marvels and showed me auto- 


graphs and portraits innumerable said to hav been 
produced under absolute test conditions. 
probably the phenomena are much of them real. But 
what produces it I know not. I do not think the 
dead hav anything to do with it, but that it is some 
not understood power or faculty in the living. It is 
truly. interesting and wonderful, and I should hav 
liked to hav followed it up further had I had time 
‘and means. . 


I think 


I hav had three months of visiting and enjoyed 
every hour of it, and laid in a store of pleasant 
memories for the future. Everyone has been so 
kind and good to me that I felt as if human nature 
had suddenly become more affectional, generous, and 
good than it ever was before. 

I hav seen go muck in botanical gardens, hot- 
houses, museums, and other interesting and in- 
atructiv places that I feel as if years had been added 
to my life—pleasant, agreeable, happy years, too. I 
wish each and all of you may some time hav as pleas- 
ant and enjoyable a three months as I hav hed. 
Home is pleasant after my long absence and I am 
er joying it to the full. ErwisA DRAKE Srrsxzm, 

Snowville, Va., Sept. 19, 291. 


D— . — — 
How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and 
thus save a half doller apiece. 

2, Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand 
or in his shop window. Be sure that he displays the 
pictures. ; 

3. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to take off bis 
bands at the end of the week any that remain unsold. 
If he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
among your acquaintances. On your request, we 
will send you back-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be 
picked up—in the train, in the factory, in the 
meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts 
and when convenient hand one to a friend. 

7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend 
to take it. : 

— — 

. We will furnish free sample pages —pietures and 
text—of the Freethinkera’ Pictorial Text-Book fo 
any friend who will distribute them where they will 
do good, and to anyone who will become a selling 
agent a liberal discount will be made. A Freethinker 
of good address, msn or woman, out of work, could 
‘make good salary selling this book in any town of 
fairly Liberal inhabitants. 
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pus li öc be ; : AE 
prohibited, but where the song manual is a religion of Spiritualism as nearly like the Ohristian 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. i theology ashe could. The essential points are as 


fairly scarlet with sectarian teaching, should be 
kept in mind by Washington Freethinkers, and 
such attempts to evade constitutional inhibition 
thwarted. 

Mr. C. B. Reynolds voices the natural exultation 
on the part of the Liberals of his state over the 
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off guard. 


We hope that whenever a Freethinker sees an 
article in his local paper in favor of opening the 
World's Fair on Sundays he will mark it and 
send a copy to Benjamin Butterworth, secretary 
Board of Directors of Worlds Fair, Rand. 
McNally building, Chicago, Tl, and to John T. 
Dickinson, secretary National Commission of 
World's Fair, at the same address. Let ua make 
a vigorous and persistent fight in this matter. Our 
efforts must not slacken till the final decision is 
made, which may not be till 1893. 

———— OO 

Tun Bible Picture Book, we take pleasure in say- 
ing, is now under way, and will be issued as soon 
this fall as the work can be done and done well. 
The price will be $1, and it will contain a great deal 
for that amount. In renewing for Tux Trurs SEEKER 
we hope our readers will not forget to inclose the 


dollar for it. 


— a a — 

HxARTT and well-deserved thanks are returned 
to the following for their efforts in sending us new 
subscribers : 

W. J. Locke, 8. P. Putnam, B. F. Harrington, L. N. 
Anderson, J. T. Murray, N. H. Cone, W. L. Ryder, H. 
Welisch, E. E. Matteson, Mrs. T. S. Olds, R. Lechner, T. G. 
Redfield, R. Pfaendter, F. C. Scharnhart, C. P. Farrell, J. 
V. Harbison, D. M. Angus, C. Dansby, H. L. Lindeleaf, 
John Downes, P. F. Spencer, A. Wilson. David West, Mrs. 
P. Gulick, R. J. Wilson, Mel Pierce, G. E. Gandelot, D. 
Walsh, W. Dennison, Fred Busch, F. C. Wright, L. K. Smith. 

We also acknowledge a generous and needed 
donation to our fund for distributing Liberal litera- 
ture from Captain Silas Latham, of Noank, Conn., 
.of five dollars. We shall use it to send documents 
to the World's Fair autborities. 


our young giant state of Washington.” 
— rcm 


What Do Spiritualists Believe} 


all hav music up there. 


Mohammedan heaven, as ideal as Swedenborgianiem, 
as complete in details as John the Revelator's para- 


Hutshinson’s idea. 


state. Every Spiritualist who thinks upon the sub- 
ject thinks different from every other. 
religions Spiritualism has two wings, the orthodox, 
or conservativ, wing ; and the progressiv, or heretical, 
wing. Obristian Spiritualists, of whom there are 
many in the Est, hav a God. They are Theists, 
with angelic attachments. The heretical wing are 
usually Atheists, believe Spiritualism to be capable 
of scientific demonstration, and are ready to renounce 
it if it is not. They reason as Materialists, only 
carrying the potency of matter to a great deal finer 
point than those who stop at pure material Materi- 
alism, Davie's “ Harmonial Philosophy ” satisfies the 
first class; the latter class hav no work which 
general consent accepts as satisfactory. The gist 
of Spiritualism, and the point upon which they all 
agree, is that there isanother world or life, to which 
this is a novitiate, and where something emanating 
from us called a soul, goes after death, and that com- 
munion between that world and these souls and this 
world and living people is possible. They believe 
that such communication is accomplished through 
natural laws, imperfectly understood now, but to be 
in time as well comprehended as the laws of gravita- 
tion. In 1872 Robert Dale Oven wrote out the 
nearest approach to a Spiritualistic creed that we 
know of, but it was never formally adopted by any 
bedy of believers, and would undoubtedly be modi- 
fied greatly by the majority of the Spiritualists of 
the UAited Siates, 28 Mr. Owen endeavored to make 


The Decision of the Washington Attorney- 
General. 

The decision printed in this issue of Taz TRUTH 
SxkRER relativ to reading the Bible in the public 
schools of the state of Washington has resulted from: 
the earnest efforts and persistent presentation of 
the constitutional facta and arguments by the 
Washington Secular Union to the county super- 
intendents and school boards throughout the state, 
and to their consequent requests to the state super- 
intendent to decide the question. The nub of the 
decision is, No Bible-reading, prayers, or any relig- 
ious worship in any public school in the state of 
Washington. It is good, it is great; the Infidels of 
‘Washington are to be congratulated, and also eom- 
mended. 

The dumis cene however, is weak on one 
point—about “sacred” songs. If any religious 
songs are sung, as Mr. Jones intimates there may 
be, teachers will soon select their own sectarian 
hymne, and their particular religious belief thus be 
impressed upon the pupils. The example of Girard 
College, where the teaching of religion was intended 


‘victory on the school question, and in a communica- 


settle another matter—that of Thanksgiving procla- 
His plan of campaign is for every Liberal 
to write a letter to the governor—Hon. E. P. Ferry, 
Olympia—in regard to his Thanksgiving proclama- 
tion, and ask him to refrain from recognition of any 
religion, or advising that any part of the day be 
spent in prayer, praise, or any other religious 
Ten such letters, he thinks, will 
sccomplish more than one thousand names signed to 
It will convince him and the poli- 


And if this is done by all the Liberals of Washing- 
ton, Mr. Reynolds hopes it will exhibit power 
enough on the part of Liberals to secure the repeal 
of the law enacted at the last session of the Wash- 
ington legislature exempting from taxation all church 
property of a less value than five thousand dollars, 
a law which slipped through when the officers of 
the Washington Secular Union were temporarily 
* Rajoicing,” says Mr. Reynolds, “in 
the victories won, let us redouble our zeal, and soon 
every one of the Nine Demands will be allowed in 


This is the question our old friend Thomas Goddard 
asks ug to answer ; we confess to inability to comply. 
Like the Methodists the Spiritualisté hav not formu- 
lated a creed in paragraphs and sections, as hav the 
Presbyterians and Episcopalians, but depend upon 
the writings of their leaders and “fathers” for an 
exegesis of their faith. We hav read a great many 
Spiritualistic books, but no two writers agree in all 
particulars. Some of them hav a local heaven, with 
many “spheres;’ others let the spirits wander 
through the air at will. Some hav animals in their 
heaven, with flowers, and other good things; they 
Some hav people grow ; 
others keep them as they passed away, so we hav old 
men and babes coming back just of the same age ag 
when they died. Mrs. Luna Hutchingon's “ Beyond 
the Veil” is one of the most poetic descriptions of a 
Spiritualist’s idea of heaven that we hav read, and it 
is probably as accurate xs any. Itis as sensual as a 


dise, and is undoubtedly a good description of what 
a heaven should be to be in keeping with Mrs. 


The philosophy of Spiritualism is yet in a chaotic 


Like other 


follows: 

1. The world is governed by a God of 55 and 
mercy, in which all things work together for good 
to those who reverently conform to his eternal laws. 

This, it will be observed, is a paraphrase of Rom. 
viii, 28. Mr. Owen was a Biblical and Obristian 
Spiritualist, which accounts for it. Nowadays, the 
majority of his faith would say the world is governed 
by law. 

2. There is no death. Life continues from the 
life which now is into that whish is to come. 


3. The earth-phase of life is essential as aprepara- i 


gei for the future life. 

4. The next life is a supplement to this life, hav- 
ing the game avocations, duties, S610y Ren M, etc., as 
in this, but far more elevated. 

5. Our state here determing the initial state there, 
The “ ruling loves here decide what sphere, &0 to 
speak, one will step into there. If he be low and 
earthly here he will hav to be put on probation over 
there. 

6. Heaven is not attained by either faith or 
works. Man simply gravitates to the position there 
for which his life on earth best fits him. 

7. There is no instantaneous change of character. 
We take our habits with us and must climb to higher 
spheres by e improvement —that is repent- 
ance. 

8, The sufferings there are consequent upon im- 
perfect character, and cannot be escaped except by 
such repentance. 

9. In the next world love ranks higher than 
wisdom. 

10. A trustful, childlike spirit is the best prepare- 
tion for entrance into the next world. 

11. There hav always existed intermundane laws 
according to which men can obtain under certain 
conditions revealings from those who hav passed 


to the next world before them. A certain portion of 


human beings are more sensitiv to spiritual percep- 
tions and influences than their fellows, and it is 
usually through or in the presence of these that the 
intercourse occurs. 

12. Spiritual phenomena bring immortality to 
light, for surmise giv conviction, and assured con- 
viction for wavering belief. 


13. The motive which induce spirits to communi- ` 


cate with men are a benevolent desire to convince ug 
that there is a world to come. 

14, When spirié communications are dielen and 
vapid it is usually because the messages ara too as- 
siduously sought, or because the medium is under 
control of a low order of spirits, or the inquirer is 
too dogmatic, and exercises an influence. over the 
medium. 


This, bric fly, is the gist of Spiritualism, its faith 


and phenomens, as we hav observed it and as one of 
its fathers ” synthesizes it. This synthesis is largely 
irflaeneed by the preceding religion held by the 
author, and shows that religions grow from modifica- 
tions of preézisting ones. If Mr. Owen had been 
reared in India Spiritualism as he explained it would 
hav been Brahmanic. 
of course, possess no value if man has no goul, or if 
all the phenomena are trickery, or explainable by 
natural known laws; and it devolves upon the assert- 
ers of the soul and another life to show this. These 
Mr. Owen takes for granted, but the Spiritualists 
most entitled to confidence are those who are en- 
deavoring to prove a soul and another life by. scien- 
tific methods. ; 
— — — — 
The Humble Unitarians. 

One of the very few sensible observations Mr. B. 
Tucker has made since he became pope of Anarchy is 
his comment upon Unity's praise of the Sabbata- 
rians.. 

Referring to the efforts of Colonel Shepard and 
other fanatics to commit the World's Fair managers 
to the policy of Sundsy closing, Ohicago Unity 
says: “We shall be sorry to see the wishes of 
Colonel Shepard, Dr. Patton, and the rest prevail in 
this question of the use of the World’s Fair on Sun- 
day, but if they do meet with success, their timeli- 
ness and watchful’cars of a principle they believe to 
be sacred and second in importance to no other, will 
hav merited the victory.” 

To which Mr. Tucker responds: “If Colonel 
Shepard should advocate the lynching of all Free- 


But all these speculations, - 
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Michigan—M Henry Lane, Kalamazoo; Charles Hi Rich- 
mond, Ann Arbor. 

Minnesota—Matthew. B Harrison Duluth; Orson V 
Tousley, Minneapolis. 

Mississippi—Joseph M Bynum, Rienzi; Robert L Saunders, 
Jackson. 

Missouri--Thomas B Bullene, Kansas City ; Charles H 
Jones, St. Louis. 

Montana—Lovis H Hershfield, Helens; 
Mitchell, Deer Lodge City. 

Nebraska—Euclid Martin, Omaha ; 
Kearney. 

Nevada—James W Haines, Genoa; George Russell, Elko. 

New Hesmpshire—Walker Aiken, Franklin; Charles D 
McDuffie, Manchester. 

New Jersey—William J Sewell, Camden; Thomas Smith, 
‘Newark. 

"New York—Chauncey M. Depew, New York; John Boyd 
Thacher, Albany. 


thinkers or Infidels, would Unity think that any 
amount of devotion, zeal, and persistence could 
merit the victory ? $The principle is the same in both 
cases.” 

The Unitarians are queer people. They are 
always ready to praise their enemies and criticise 
their friends. Like the slave who hugs his chains 
and the dog which licks the hand that strikes him, 
they bow meekly to the authority which would, if it 
had the power, crush them out of existence. They 
do this, we believe, in the;hope that the evangelicals 
will some time recognize them as Christians. 

— .. —E ꝛ 
The World's Fair. 

The status of the movement for the opening or 
closing of the World's Fair on Sundays may be 
learned from the following official communication: 

* WORLD'S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION, 


„ EXEOUTIV DEPARTMENT. 


* Wy. T. B: KER, Pregident. 

s Tos, B. BRYAN, Vice-president. 

* POTTER PALMER. Second Vice-president. 

* BENJ. BUTTERWORTH: Bolicitor-Gon'l and Sec. 


` ** Curoaao, Sept. 28, 1891. 
„E. M. MAGDONALD, EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: In 
response to yours of the 21st instant relativ to the question 
of opening or closing the Exposition on Sunday I hav to say 
that that question is not being considered by the directory at 
this time. We will be glad to receive any petitions that you 
may hav to present and place them with the others relativ to 
the same subject, in order that they may hav proper atten- 
tion when the time to settle this question arrives. No action 

will be taken in the near future. 

** Very respectfully, . 

„% Bens. BurTERWORTH, Sec. and Sol. Gen.” 
This was in reply to one asking questions ‘here 
answered, and also whether the Freethinkers would 
be accorded a hearing. This last query Mr. Butter- 
worth did not answer, perhaps. because he could not 
sey. But when the time does arrive for settling the 
question we believe the Freethinkers will be on hand 
and be listened to. Inthe mean time efforts to influ- 
ence officia! opinion and action in the matter should 
not slacken. Following is the list of the United 
States commissioners of the World's Oolumbian 
Exposition, who will hold office till the Fair closes in 
1893, with their post-cffice addresses. Our object in 
printing it is to ask each reader of Taz TRUTH NEEKER 
to write to his two state commissioners and ask them 
to vote against closing the Fair on Sundays. Write 
to them as often as the thought occurs and get your 
friends to write also. When the commission meets 
to consider the question each commissioner ought to 
be in possession of a few thousand letters protesting 
against Sunday closing; then he wil know what 
public sentiment is in the matter. Keep this paper, |: 

at least the list of commissioners, and write them: ! 

COMMISSIONERS AT LARGE. 

Augustus G Bullock, Worcester, Mass.; Gorton W Allen, 
Auburn, N. Y.; Peter A B Widener, Philadelphia, Pa; 
Thomas W Palmer, Detroit, Mich.; Richard C Kerens, St. 


Louis, Mo.; William Lindsay, Frankfort, Ky.; Henry Exall, 
Dallas, Tex.; Mark L McDonald, Santa Rosa, Cal. 


OOMMIBSIONERS OF THE DISTRIOT: OF COLUMBIA. 
Alexander T Britton, Washington; Albert A Wilson, 
Washington. 


Armistead H 
Albert G. Scott, 


B Keogh, Greensboro. 

North Dakota—H P Rucker, Grand Forks; Martin Ryan, 
Fargo. 

Ohio—Harvey .P Platt, 
Hamilton. 


Toledo; William Ritchie, 


Eugene City. 


Woodside, Philadelphia. 
Rhode Island—Lyman B Goff, Pawtucket ; 
Sims, Providence. 


Anderson. 
McIntyre, Watertown. , 


Tennessee—Louis T Baxter, 
Williams, Knoxville. 


Nashville ; 


Austin. 

B Smalley, Burlingtor. 
Harrisonburg. 

Spokane Falls. 


Clair, Fayetteville. 
Wisconsin—Philip Allen, Jr., 
Benjamin, Milwaukee. 


Hay, Cheyenne. 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE TERRITORIES. 
Arizona—George F Coats, Pbonix ; William Zeckendorf, 
Tucson. 


Mansfield White, Hermosa. 

Oklahoma—Oihniel Beeson, Reno City; John D Miles, 
Kingfisher. 

Utah—Frederick J Kiesel, Ogden; Patrick H Lannan, 
Salt Lake City. 

Alaska—Edward de Groft, Sitka; Louis L Williams, 
Juneau. 

— — til — MÀ 
Theology Becoming Anthropology. 
The New York Post comments: 


“ The customary summer jokes about closed churches and 
clerical trips to Europe hav scarcely had their usual run this 


cepted as inevitable during thesummer time. In other words, 


that they are but a part of the life of society, by the customs 
and trend of which they are and must be largely shaped.” 

And if they sre but a part of society, then they 
are not divine at all, for divinity is a thing above 
society and superior to the merely humen. That 
which is divine must be nots part of society but 
something transcending it. By the customs and 
trend of which they are and must be largely shaped,” 
writes the Post. How can an institution of divine 
founding, code, and authority be shaped and turned 
by mere msn? 


“ This [shaping of the church by society] has always been 
an historical fact, as recent investigations of the powerful 
influence of its environment upon early Christianity hav 
convincingly shown, but the churches themselvs are more 
acutely conscious of it now than ever before.” 


If the church has always been molded by its social 
environment, it is time that Christians should know 


OOMMIFSIONERS OF THE STATES. 

Alabama—Frederick G Bromberg, Mobile ; 
Hundley, Huntsville. 

Arkansas—John D Adams, Little Rock; Lafayette Gregg, 
Fayetteville. 

California—-Michel H de Young, San Francisco; William 
Forsyth, Fresno. 

Colorsdo—Roswell E Goodell, 
V Bkiff, Denver. 

Connecticut—Leverett Brainard, Hartford; Thomas M 
Waller, New London. 

Delaware— George V Massey, Dover; Willard Hall Por. 
ter, Wilmington. 

Fiorida—Joseph Hirst, Tampa; Richard Turnbull, Monti- 
cello. 

Georgia—Lafayette MeLaws, Savannah; Charlton H Way; 


Oscar R 


Leadville; Frederick J 


Savannah. the fact. They should know the proportions in 
Idaho—George A Manning, Post Falls; John E Siearns, | which social molding and original impulse hav com- 
Nampa. bined to produce the present church. Perhaps the 
Olde. Vous. Lem Moline; Adlai T Ewing, | ongo is one of total social molding and no nativ 
idm divine impulse at all At least, believers should 


Indiana—Thomas E Garvin, Evans ville; Elijah B Martin- 


North Carolina— Alexander B Andrews, Raleigh; Thomas 


Oregon—Henry Klippel, Jacksonville; Martin Wilkins, 
‘Pendsylvania—William McClelland, Pittsburgh; John W 
Gardiner Cc 
South Carolina—A P Butler, Columbia; John R Cochran, 
South Dakota—Merritt H Day, Rapid City; William 
Thomas L 
` Texas—Archelaus M Cochran, Dallas; J ohn T Dickinson, 
Vermont—Henry. H McIntyre, West Randolph; Bradley 
Virginia—Virginius D Groner, Norfolk; John T Harris, 
Washington— Henry Drum, Tacoma; Charles B Hopkins, 
West Virginia James D Butt, Harper's Beny; J W 8t. 
Mineral Point; David M 


Wyoming—Asahel © Beckwith, Evanston; Henry G 


New Mexico—Thomas C Gutlerres, Albuquerque; Richard 


year. The practical cessation of church life in the city is ac- 


the churches hav come to perceive and frankly acknowledge 


dale, Indianapolis. 

Iowa—William I Buchanan, Sioux City; William F King, 
Mount Vernon. 

Kangas— Charles K Holliday, Jr., Topeka; Reese R Price, 
Hutchinson. 

Kentucky—John Bennett, Richmond; James A McKenzie, 
Oak Grove. 

Louisiana—Davidson B Penn, Newellton; Thomas J 
Woodward, New Orleans. 

Maine—Augustus R Bixby, Skowhegan; William G 
Davis, Portland. 

Maryland—Sames Hodges, Baltimore; Lloyd Lowndes, 
Cumberland. 

Massachusetts—Francis W , Breed, Lynn ; 
Proctor, Boston, 


Thomas E 


bethink themselves of the character of those environ- 
ments of early Ohristianity, whose influence was so 
“powerful.” Oertainiy those environments were 
very brutal. They were likewise environments of 


credulity, fable, mendacity, utter untrustworthinesg. 


Ohristisn writers bav always admitted that they 
were, only asking us to believe that their own special 


institutions were preserved inviolate by divine cara 
through the hurly-burly of folly and untruth. But 
if Christians now learn that the church was power- 
fully effected by its surroundings, they must feel 
anxiety as to how much of its present constitution 
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consists of that barbarousness and falsehood which it 
must thus hav drawn in. 

When the church considered itself as in but not of the 
world, its contact with society at large being mainly for the 
purpose of rescuing an individual here and there from a 
corrupt and doomed social order, it inevitably had an sir of 
aloofness and condemnation. But now that it is- coming to 
the conception of Christianity as but an element in the 
whole movement of civilization, it necessarily feels its 
solidarity with the social organization in which it exists, and 
thinks more about bettering and building up society as a 
whole than of snatching individual brands from the burn- 
ing. The result is a far kindlier attitude toward projects 
for social reform, and a measurable recovery of lost enthu- 
siasm through the new interest in sociological studies and 
experiments.” 

“The conception of Christianity as but an element 
in the whole movement of civilization” is a concep- 
tion widely different from that whichjthe clergy hay 
been trying to force upon us for centuries. The 
next step will be to admit that it is not even an ele. 
ment in civilizatjon’s movement, if by that ia meant 
a helpful one. It is rather an element of barbarism, 

The implication in tha Post's line of thought is, 
of course, true. The church ia the outcome of 
natural social causes. Iu early ages man was 
unacquainted with the workings of nature, and 
easily deceived; professionel deceivers of him, 
called priests, abounded ; certain of these hashed 
together sundry ancient ‘myths and writings, and, 
securing the arm of an emperor, fastened them upon 
the multitude in place of former systems. Then the 
institution thus formed as it parsed through varying 
stages of scciety varied with those stages. It has in 
turn raised its voice for monarehy and for democ- 
racy; for slavery and for freedom; for obscurant- 
ism and for instruction ; for ospital and for labor; 
for intemperance and for temperanee. The com- 
mendable causes in this enumeration, it is needless 
io say, were espoused by if only in very lato times 
when they hav become irresistibly popular. More- 
over, they are supported with less ardor than were 
their opposits, for they are not so congenial to its 
nature. They must be, indeed, when fully estab- 
lished, fatal to ita existence. Another praiseworthy 
interest to which the church is lately forced to 
turn itself is sociology. Scciology, the science of 
society, bids fair largely to supplant in many gemi- 
neries theology, the science E divinity. Says the 
Post: 

„Such displacement is already au accomplished fact in 
the actual experiences of multitudes among the younger 
clergy, who leave the church-fathers and the system-makera 
unopened in order to read the latest monographs of so- 
cial investigators, and reports on organized charity, prison 
reform, model coffee. houses, labor orgsnizations, and the 
like.” 

Everywhere man is taking the place of God. The 
worship of man,as Feuerbach explicates, is emerg- 
ing from its disguise of the worship of God. - An. 
thropology, the study of man, is displacing theology, 


the study of God. 
_— Ot 


A Prayer Test, 
Mr. M. M. Secor, an ex-mayor of Racine, Wis., 
proposes a fest for the preachers of his town equal 
to Tyndall’s prayer-gage. He had his proposition 


printed and distributed throughout the city. It is 
as follows: 
“A good proposition to our reverend gentlemen: I will 


become one of your followers provided you go through the 
test I prescribe. On some good, stormy day I want our firm 
believing orthodox ministers to place themselvs on a scow, 
be taken out into the middle of Lake Michigan and left there 
without any oars, rudder or sails. But I want them to hav 
all the Bibles and prayer books they want for their assist. 
ance and depend upon the Lord only. No human hand 
must help them. If they make a success of such a voyage 
and resch port in safety I will then join an orthodox church 
and attend regularly, and many others will join me. 
Prayers and the Lord must save them alone, and no human 
hand. Yours truly, M. M. Sxoon." 


Mr. Sacor is a Freethinker of course, and not 
averse to letting his sentiments be known. But up 
to date the preachers hav not accepted his proposal, 
and it is to be feared they hav little faith in their 
Lord. 


— — 94 .4.99—————— —— : 

Wr hav not unfrequently thrown light upon the spurious 
character of the conversion which is pretended to be effected 
oa Jews of this city by the Christian mission. It appears 
that the forcible conversions in Russia are as unsubstantial 
asthe bribed ones here. E. B. Lanin in his Russian letters in 
the Fortnightly Review says: I hav conversed with num. 
bers of ‘converted’ Jews of all classes of scciety, and I can 
&ffirm that, with few exceptions, not only hav they not the 


faintest glimmer of faith in Christianity, but they hate the 
very name, despise its prieats, sneer st its ceremonies, and 
loathe themselvs for perjuring their souls by receiving its 
sacraments and praising the name of. its founder." : 


* 
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Zetters from Friends. 


A Generous Freethinker Thanked. 

WASHINGTONVILLE, O., Sept. 28, 1891. 
MR. Eprror: I see a letter in Tug TRUTH SEEKER from 
Salem, O, from Mr. Simon Sharp. I see he has renewed 
my TRUTH SEEKER for one year. I heartily thank Mr. 
Sharp for his kindness, and I appreciate his gift. I also 
feel glad that Brother Sharp made inquiries about my char. 
acter. I remain, Yours truly, JAMES YATES. 


Praise Like This Encourages Us. 

Orrumwa, Ia., Sept. 15, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: I would be glad to see you in person and 
giv you a hearty big shake. Inclosed find $3 to pay for the 
best paper in the United States—I would say, in the world, 
that I ever hav had the pleasure to read. Good health and 
long life to you and John Peck. May all the blessings that 

this world can giv fall on Watson Heston. 
J. M. Pzox, SR. 


One Torch in Broome County's Gloom. 
Liste, N. Y., Sept. 27, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrok: Inclosed you will please find $8 for subscrip- 

tion to the grand old TRUrRH Szzxzx, which I believe to be 

the best paper on earth. I liv in a priest-ridden community, 

' and am the only Freethinker that has the courage to openly 

denounce Christianity when openly assailed by the sky-pilote 
and their followers. 

Yours for the freedom of mankind, 


R. H. GLOVER. 


Must Read Up Holy Russia’s Doings. 
Couso VALLEY, ID., Sept. 17, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: Please allow me through your columns to 
inquire of the truth seekers if any of them hav copies of the 


|honored us with his company at our rural home, and 


although the change from city life to our secluded and quiet 
place must hav been somewhat lonely to him, to us his com- 
pany was an intellectual feast. During his brief stay in our 
midst Mr. Charlesworth has made many warm friends who 
will gladly welcome him at any future time. 

Very respectfully, Dan AND Luox G. Prours. 


One Liberal Waits for the Other. 
Darron, Wasu., Sept. 23, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav waited about renewing my subscrip- 
tion, thinking I would get at least one new subscriber, but 
hav been unable to get any. I loan my papers when I get 
through with them, as there is a great many who like to 
read Tox Teura SEEKER but say they cannot spare the 
money to subscribe for it. There are a good many Liberals 
herein and around Dayton, and I should like to see them 
organized, but they either lack the zeal to go ahead or one 
waits for the other. We hav not bad a Liberal lecture here. 
fora year. I was so in hopes S. P. Putnam would visit us 
this summer, or some other good lecturer. I would be glad 
if we could hav a Liberal lecture every week or at least 
once a month. I like Tue TRUTH BEEXKER as it is, and like 
your manner of getting at the truth (but I think it would be 
interesting to read discussions on all the subjects mentioned 
in your third question). And now since the consolidation 
of Freethought with TR TRUTH BEEKER, it will be grander 
than ever. Having personally met Mr. Putnam, I am glad 
to welcome him to our TRUTH SEEKER band and his News 
and Notes” will be eagerly looked for with each week’s 
issue. Yours for truth and liberty, 
Mrs. Nanoy A. Bcaas. 


unless we decide at once what todo. Let the people through 
your columns know what you think about the plan of hall 
building. If we show to our foreign friends that we mean 
business in our expectations we must go to work at once 


and see what may be done to make our country attractiv 
enough to postpone the proposed giant demonstration for 
another year and hav it in America.. We hav already some. 
thing in our favor, the World's Fair, when we hav to cele- 
brate the four-hundredth anniversary of the discovery of 
America. The next best attraction would be the proposed 
hall of which I wrote several weeks ago: Now try to answer 
this and let us know if it is not most proper to hava 
stopping- place for our foreign friends before inviting them to 
come. 


I let Tox TRUTH SEEKER pass through the hands of a 


numb:r of friends, and expect to raise a few more subscrip- 
tions for your paper. Tours for mental liberty, i 


Bipxxy J. ROSENTHAL. 
Letter from That Horrid Being, a Female Infidel, 
Forrest Grove, ORE., Sept. 22, 1891. 

Mr. Epiror: I cannot express my sorrow at the loss of 


our bright and cheery Liberal sheet Freeth ught. I feel so 
lost when we open the weekly mail and its pleasant face 
does not greet my sight. 
Tos TRUTIR SEEKER will supply its place, and does splen- 
didly, but that is like telling a mother on the loss of a favorit 
youngest child that her older children will take its place; 
they do ina measure, but still there is the ** vacant chair.” 
And Freethought was our youngest,a bright and pleasant 
visitor, which we always welcomed and read first, because 


Of course it is comforting to say 


it was “ours,” our home paper, with news of our own 
people presented in a bright, fresh, sparkling manner; and 
we miss it so much. My husband has taken Tak TRUTH 
SEEKER ever since the first copy was issued, consequently 
you need not send extra copies of Tat TRUTH SEEKER to 


A Trumpet-Call for Sunday Opening. 
MxADVYILLE, PA., Sept. 25, 1891. 
MR. Eprron: This is certainly no time for the Liberals to 


waste their energy and time in discussing about badge-pins 
or investigating so-called spirit phenomena. The bigots are 
working with all their might to hav the World’s Fair closed 
on Sunday, and they will hav it closed too if the Liberals do 
not concentrate their power in opposition to the efforts of 
these Sunday closers. Let us also remember that effectual 


my address. All I did for Freethought was done willing]y, 
gladly, and I feel a personal loss in its suspension. I shall 
try, however, to get my club for Freethought to renew for Tax 
TRUTH SEEKER, and will gladly do allin my power to extend 
the circulation of your most valuable journal. 


Century Magazine that contain George Kennan’s Siberian 
articles that they would exchange or sell. I failed to read 
them all and it being necessary that I should hava copy 1 
would like to correspond with anyone who may hav these 
numbers of that magazine. 


Yours for truth, J. T. TOWNLEY. 


Taxpayers Will Vote to Tax the Churches, 

Luzerne, N. Y., Sept. 27, 1891. 
MR. Epiror: I am very sorry I do not get Tus TRT 
Sxexer on Saturday or Sabbath to read on Sunday. I would 
rather go without my dinner than not hav it. There is 
some talk about the pansy. Al the boarders in this place 
wear it as a buttonhole flower, and they are not Free. 
thinkers. I like the Wettstein badge, and if I had the 
money should get one. They are too dear for me. The 
Nine Demands are good. Why not take one at a time? 
And now is the time, for almost every man will vote for 
equal taxation and exemption. Every taxpayer will vote 

that if he has brains. Yours truly, Joun HART. 


Wake Up and Get a Lecturer. 
BTOOMDAIE, O., Sept. 25, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: On the evening of the 23d I took my family 


to North Baltimore to hear Mr. John R. Charlesworth’s | 


lecture, The Principles of Secularism.” The trip was a 
pleasant one, and of course our expectations of the treat in 
store for us were high up, and to say they were realized 
would be expressing it tamely. Yes, he surpassed them, and 
we were thrilled and electrified, and went home with a 
pleasant impression of Mr. Charlesworth. I can say to all 
who are thinking of securing the services of a lecturer in the 
` pear future that they cannot mistake if they endeavor to get 
Mr. Charlesworth to visit them on his return trip. Liberals, 
wake up and come out and show your colors. 
Yours, C. C. GRRMANN. 


Believes the Bible! 
WiruuusTOwN, Mass., Sept. 27, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrok: I am a seeker after truth, but could not 
conscientiously adopt the same mode of seeking it that most 
of your correspondents do. I am a believer of the Bible, 
but not of the deceptiv theology of this age. I am a believer 
from what I see and know, in connection with what I read 
in the Bible. I recognize that unbelief is the parent of 
reform. Irfidelity is the Orzgus of the new world; it 
Hberates the captivs from the Babylon of deception in which 
the Christian world is now enslaved. Infidelity prepares the 
way for truth, by sweeping the rubbish from the road that 
leads to it. The road to truth is now so blockaded with 
rubbish that it is impossible for the Christian world to 
advance until the rubbish is cleaned out, and this work 
appears to me to be the purpose or mission of Infidelity. 
Franors HEARN. 


Christians Tore Down Their Posters. 


NASBVILLE, O., Sept. 25, 1891. 

Mr. Epiror: John R. Chariesworth, the Liberal lecturer, 
delivered a course Of lectures here on the 14th and 15th of 
September. It is the first time in the history of Nashville 
that Freethought lectures hav been given. Opposition was 
shown toward us, and everything was done to make our 
meetings a failure. They tore down our posters, tried to 
prevent us from having the use of the hall, and at one time 
we anticipated serious trouble, but despite all opposition our 
meetings were held, and very successful they were. By 7.30 
the hall was well filled—the greater portion of the audience 
being ladies, which shows that the ladies of Nashville and 
vicinity bav more courage than the men. Mr. Charlesworth 
spoke on the History of Christianity” Monday evening 
and Tuesday evening on The Depressiv Influence of the 
Bible.” Having few days at his disposal, Mr. Charlesworth 


work in this line can be accomplished through the American 


never mentioned the word hell or devil during the whole 


' fire and the devil were his trump card. He told another lie 


Secular Union. The so-called Christians are in the habit of 
saying that Infidelity talks while Christianity works.” 
Work, which terminates in practical results, on our part, is 
the only thing which will render such a statement false. In 
a world where humanity is cursed with ignorance and super- 
stition—in a world where there is sorrow and suffering—we 
certainly hav all we can do without investigating spirit 
phenomena.” This should be left to the priests who are 
engaged in making a heaven for themselvs here by telling 
the people that they will get theirs after they are dead. If 
we attend. properly to this world, the spirit world can take 
care of itself until we get there, in case we do. If Mr. 
George L. Andres will read W. B. Carpenter on mesmerism 
and. Spiritualism he will be better able to interpret these 
phenomena. A truly unselfish person will not be troubled 
about a future world, but will go to work for the good of 
this instead. Yours for humanity, A. Zeno. 


Parsonic Traits and Tricks. 
. Ozru, OsT., Sept. 28, 1891. 
MR. Eprros: I attended divine worship Sunday last; 
heard Rev. N. R. Grant preach: a very nice sermon. He 


sermon. I think he forgot them both. On my way home 
we ran into an evangelist on the street corner. His name is 
Benner, and he was taking up the gospel where Mr. Grant 
had left off. The whole street seemed to be filled and the 
air impregnated with brimstone. God was not in it. Hell- 


about an Infidel who called on God when he was about to go 
over a waterfall, but was saved by a Christian. It made me 
sick. He did not giv the name, so I put it down as above: 
But I must not forget to tell you a story that the Rev. Mr. 
Grant told before he dismissed us at the church, about Mr. 
Darcey Macgee. A short time before he was shot at Ottawa 
he came to Toronto and was entertained by a friend of his 
who was a Protestant, and when this gentleman was about 
to commence family prayer, knowing that Mr. Macgee was 
& Roman Catholic, he presented him with a beautiful book 
and requested him to take a seat in the parlor until after 
prayers. Mr. Macgee said it was a most beautiful incident 
and that he respected his friend so much because he would 
not giv up his prayers because he had a man of another 
denomination in the house. But what I want to call your 
attention to is this: here were two good Christians meeting 
in the same house and the one could not listen or take part 
in the act of prayer to their God, and they both claimed to 
be Christians. 8. Morrarr. 


Hold a Freethought Congress at the Exposition, 
BALTIMORE, Mo., Sept. 22, 1891. 

Mz. Eniror: In your last issue of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
I noticed an editorial headed ‘‘ International Congresses.” 
You advocated a great demonstration of this nature in Chicago 
during the World’s Fair—that we celebrate the anniversary of 
discovery by inviting our Liberal friends of all nations to im- 
part to us the progress made in Liberalism in the different 
European countries. This is very noble and a good pro- 
posal on your part, and would, I am sure, meet with the 
approval of every Liberal in the country, if, oh, if! we had 
a place for our visitors’ accommodation and appropriate for 
a lecture hall. We cannot expect them to be willing to come 
to this country.and let this be the best and strongest congress 
ever held by thinkers of our mode with the facilities which 
we hav at the present. With no large and regular hall for 
such gatherings, we dare say nothing, and let others talk, 


Our Oregon state convention of Liberals will meet in 


Portland the 3d, 4th, and 5th of October, and we hope for a 
grand rally from all parts of the state. There is much at 
stake, end plenty of work for every Liberal that can possibly 
attend. Our field secretary, Mrs. Mattie Krekel, has been 
doing a grand work this summer, and we ‘must rally to her 
‘support and do all in our power to keep her in the field and 
continue the noble work that has been so faithfully done by 
her and others of our lecturers in the Liberal cause. Among 
our other noble workers in the good cause, Dr. J. L. York 
must always figure as the pioneer of Liberalism on the 
Northwest coast, and I hope he will meet with us in 
Portland, so we can giv him the rousing welcome he de- 
serves. 
if we can secure such speakers as himself, Remsburg, 
Putnam, Mrs. Krekel, and others who hav addressed us in 
the past. Hoping for a grand rally among our friends, 


We are sure of a grand success in our convention 


I remain, yours fraternally, SARAH C. Topp, 
Sec. Washington Co. Secular Union. 


Signs of the Times. 
LzxiNGTON, KY.. Sept. 6, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: We need not be reminded of the fact that 


the affairs of the world are approaching a crisis, such a one 
as it has never before experienced. The time is past to 
bring good out of evil, which cannot be eradicated until it is 
brought to a head. 
hell is that evil increases. 
fer in the shade of the upas whose breath exhales poison and 
death. The virtuous soul livs only on the perception of a 
rich secret, a hidden manna of perfect purity, which renders 
all vice hideous to its nature. 
with the dangerous properties of the poisonous herb, the 
deadly sicuta of the woods, its terrible sweetness is delicious 
no longer. - 


One argument for the existence of a 
Holiness and purity can but.suf- 


When you become acquainted 


To perpetuate wrong is to cast yourself and the world 


into an abyss of corruption. The white lily of truth rises 
above this quagmire. 
are swept away true men and women will rise to the surface. 
This is evolution. 


So when thieving and licentiousness 


With foolish zeal let crazy Christians pray ; 
You can’t be wrong when honor leads the way. 


The vicious Sunday-school scholar becomes the hardened 


criminal. Christian parental government is the cause of 


many evils and hypocrits. 

The worship of the rich Christian, who is crafty and sel- 
fish, with coarse, degrading morals, is also ruining society. 

We know it all. The weak-minded wife, the agonized 
husband, the fatal shot, the murderer lynched, the soul is 
gent to paradise. The offense is rank. It smells to heaven. 

Society is rotten and falling to pieces. No clergyman or 
saint has protested against these things. Are the people sat- 
isfied? Let them go with Christians and adore the Holy 
Coat at Treves—then leave there the crutches of their dis- 
eased souls. Will you join in the holy fight which occurred 
when thousands were dying to reach that sacred presence? 


Did violence ever produce civilized manners? Euripides 


observed that the gods should be more wise than human 
kind.” The Holy Coat should soften savage ways. 

Happy are they whose intuitions, early training, and 
unsealed powers of observation, with the result of their rea- 
soning powers, form an aggregate superior to fanatical ideas 
of God’s miracles and grace. ALHAZA. 


Capitalism Assailed along with Superstition. 
^ New Vokk, N. Y., Sept. 28, 291. 
Mr. Eniror: Freethought is advancing at a rapid pace 
now. Upon looking back at past decades the assertion is 
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proved. Unless we retrospect we cannot appreciate how far 
we hav progressed, if we travel in the right direction. An 
Arab ‘hut on the ruins of a magnificent temple, or a sculpt- 
ured portico of Thebes or Karnac, does not denote advance- 
ment, but retrogression. Frescoes on the walls of dwellings 
in Pompeii, though two thousand years old, are in brighter 
colors than their imitations in Munich or Saratoga, which 
hav been painted within a few years. Why this disparaging 
contrast against modern art? Simply because the painters 
of an age before the Christian era knew of materials which 
held tints better than any paints of recent times. 
fresco exposed to outside influences can resist the fading 
effects of the weather's vicissitudes. In matters of art. the 
Old World is ahead of us, but in Secular matters we are 
assuredly ahead and are taking giant strides in the way of 
progress. 

In Western states all forms of religious worship are being 
eliminated from the public schools; Sunday laws are antag- 
onized, and generally inoperativ; Freethinkers’ testimony in 
court is accepted, etc. 

But what I want to call attention to is the coming social 
revolution and the part assigned to Freethinkers in the strug. 
gle. I can look at political matters impartially, as I am 
an independent. 

In this state of New York one can plainly see, by the 


opening skirmishes, how the decisiv battles for religious, 
Roman 
Catholicism (Tammany Croker, Sheehan, e£ æl) by dominat- 


social, and political freedom will shortly be fought. 


ing the Democratic party, obliges the Protestants (Fassett, 
Masonic Vrooman, e£ al) to rally in the Republican party. 


But as Freethinkers are men who investigate, think, and 
reason, we are not impulsivly aroused by the brass bands 
and drums of either old party. Both political * machines” 
are run by and in the interests of our one common enemy— 


capitalism. 


Who doubts that both nominees for governor purchased 


the honor?“ 


Capitalism, my friends, is our greatest foe, for the money 
power of private monopoly invariably supports the church 
and the military force, in order to stiflé or to crush the 


oppressed masses of people. 


Let us not be deceived. History repeats itself, and the 
civil war that is surely coming in a few years will be fought 
by capitalism and the church, against labor and the secular 


masses. 


As we Freethinkers work on lines that are (1) educational, 
(2) economic, and (8) political, we can in the progressiv state 
of New York help our cause by withdrawing our support 
this year from both Republican and Democratic parties. 
There is a Socialistic Labor party, with its organ, The People, 
published every Sunday in New York city. A vote with 
this party will in no sense be wasted. It is also probable 


that a People’s or Alliance party will shortly be formed. 


The articles that hav recently appeared in the columns of 
(Tux Teora SEEKER on money and other economic subjects 
I heartily commend; and I hope that it may continue to be 
the policy of the editorial management to not utterly exclude 


economic and political communications. E. J. KIMBALL. 


Anecdote of a Freethinker, and Infidel Deathbeds. 
Buspyszura, O., Sept. 6, 1891. 


MR. Eprron : : Iam exceedingly sorry to see Freethought 
go down. It was a spicy journal, and should hav been sus. 
tained by the Freethinkers of the land. But as she has had 
to go down, she has acted wisely in consolidation with Tax 


. Trurn SRRRER, the grandest Freethought sheet I ever saw; 


whose founder, Bennett, was one of the grandest champions 
of liberty that the nineteenth century has produced. Peans 
will be sung in admiration of his name when all of his 


defamers are dead, damned, rotten, and forgotten. 


Tur Truru BEzxxR of September 5th is before me, and in 
twenty- 
Ihav known Mr. Heighton for 
twenty-five years, and when he reads this he will doubtless 
think it strange that I say so, for I feel quite certain that he 


jt is a letter from Joseph Heighton, of Kent, O., 
seven miles south of here. 


will not Know me, or even remember of ever seeing me. 


But I think I can convince him. Mr. Heighton was formerly 


a singing teacher, and taught in different sections of Portage 
county, where I formerly lived. He played the violin and 
sang at the same time, and did so when W. S. Bell lectured 
at Ravenna, the county seat of Portage county. Mr. Heigh- 
ton is a very comical gentleman, and I will now relate an 
anecdote I heard him tell on himself (but I hav forgotten 
where he was when he told it). As near as I remember, it 


ran about as follows: He had advertised to sing and play 


somewhere on a certain night and was on his way with horse 
and buggy, and overtaking a lady he inquired if she would 
like to ride. She replied in the affirmativ, and after getting 
into the buggy she said, ** I was going up to hear Mr. Heigh- 
ton Sing and play. I hav always had a great curiosity to 
see him, for the people say that he is about as black as a nig- 
ger.” Mr. Heighton had his violin out of sight and said 
nothing. Finally he came to the building where he was to 
sing, and seeing & crowd of people standing there was afraid 
that some one would spoil his surprise upon the lady by say- 
ing, Good evening, Mr. Heighton.” But he got her out of 
the buggy and she went into the house without that, and 
when the time came for the singing and playing he stepped 
to the front with his violin. The readers of THz TRUrR 
SEEKER, I trust, can see about how the lady felt who had 
‘always had a great curiosity to see him." Brother Heigh. 
ton, you can correct all blunders; and R. R. Marsh & Son, 
of Kent, can tell you who I am. 

It is painful to see a preacher employed to speak words of 
** consolation ? when a Freethinker is taken away, and right 
here I wish to say that in Freethought of July 25, 1891, 
appears a part of a will of one Alfred Morey, of Gustavus, 
O., twenty miles northenst of here, which I hope the Editor 


No modern 


will publish in TRE TRUTRH SEEKEE for an example to Free- 
thinkers elsewhere. 

Two years ago this summer the writer was taken seriously 
ill, and neither myself nor wife thought that I could liv an 
hour. I said to her, Now, if I die, hav no preacher of any 
kind.” The silly, sickening stuff told by Christians, that 
when Infidels are about to expire they are willing to 
change their mind, is besh and worse. Belief must be 
according to evidence, and if there is no new evidence.there 
cannot be any change of belief. Let priests how] and rail 
on, they cannot stop the onward march of intellectual 
liberty. 

I recently heard a young preacher say that all schools and 
advancement of the world are due to Christianity, and that 
Herbert Spencer believed in a great First Cause. I asked 
the preacher when through preaching if he would tell me 
where Mr. Spencer admitted of a great First Cause, and he 
promised to do so. Iam waiting patiently to see. 

- . B. O. FENTON. 


He Is a Suicide-God. 
BALTM™ORE, MD., Sept. 28, 1891. 


Mr. Eprrog: Will you ora reader say whether the first 
sentence of the attached article is true or false? It may also 
be interesting to know whether the suicide was or was not 
that of some religious crank who picked up Mr. Ingersoll’s 
book to answer it, or whether it was after ward thrust into 


the han ds of the corpse by some designing Christian. 
Is it not remarkable thata man of some degree of intelli. 


gence should hav the effrontery to draw such a startling 


conclusion ? 
Bo Infidelity is to blame for suicide and insanity! 


runs up into the thousands! 


effort to liv is, morally at least, a suicide. 


The editor of the Baptist also tells us that ** men who do 
not fear the future, grow weak and cowardly under the 
burdens of life and think they are escaping them by self- 
There are 
no braver and more heroic men living than the Freethinkers 
of to-day, and if the Baptist editor wants to prove his conclu- 
sion to be correct, let him put up $1 for every crazy Chris. 
tian, fifty cents for every Christian suicide, and I think I can 
safely say the Secularists will pay him $100 for every such 


destruction.” This assertion is positivly false. 


one in Freethought ranks. 


The religion of Christ is per se the religion of insanity. 
No one could possibly believe it so firmly as to strictly fol- 
low out its requirements without being declared by any jury 


de lunatico in the land as insane. 


For instance, he would take all he has, sell it, and giv it 
to the church; then, if his eye offended him, he would 
if his brother smote on one cheek, he would 
turn the other; he Would resist no evil; he would take no 
thought of to-morrow; he would believe and act up to a 
conglomeration of contradictions; if taken sick he would 
send not for a physician, but for the elders of the church, to 
pray over and anoint bim; he would remove mountains by 
his faith, and taste all manners of deadly poisons, handle 
rattlesnakes, and do an endless variety of crazy things in 


pluck it out; 


his master’s name. 
And the coroner’s jury ? 


Well, the coroner’s jury would simply bring in a verdict 


of suicide. And the church of Christ would not shed a 
pitying tear. EDGAR L. STRAUGHTON. 


À young man in Brooklyn committed suicide last week, 


and when his body was found it had clutched in one of its 
What immediate con- 
nection there was between the book and the suicide we do 


hands a book of Robert Ingersoll’s. 


not know, but we doubt not it was one of cause and effect. 
Infide'ity is to blame for the alarming prevalence of suicides. 


Men who do not fear the future, because they do not believe in 


a future, grow weak and cowardly under the burdens of life, 
and think they are escaping them by self-destruction. 


And to 
say this in the face of the fact that the insane asylums 
throughout the land are crowded with persons rendered 
insane over the Christian religion; when insane Messiahs 
are springing up everywhere, and when the number of sui- 
cides and murders annually committed in the cause cf Christ 
| If Christ was God, he was a 
suicide-God ; for being all-powerful, he could hav saved 
himself if he so desired, and he who dies for want of an 


The 


would begin to move in a few minutes, and ina short time 
would be hair-snakes and swim about. He said that the end 
that came out of the horse would be the snake’s head. 1 
believed him, of course, and remained in ignorance for many 
years, or until I heard it contradicted, and then I tested it. I 
pulled mane and tail hairs out of a horse and put them ina 
large crock of rain water (so they couldn't swim away when : 
alive) in May, when all animated nature was springing 
into life, and looked at them often for more than five months, 
but alas! alas! they showed no signs of life, and that con- 
vinced me beyond the possibility of doubt that hair-snakes 
were not transformed horsehairs. Seeing live, hair-like 
worms in water is no proof that they are transformed hairs ; 
therefore I cannot conceive how any sensible man can 
conscientiously, without a particle of proof, philosophize or - 
attempt to giv the rationale how hairs of any animal are 
transformed to live animals, when he, or no other man, has 
ever seen such a prodigy. I hav seen but two original 
hair-snakes (Gordius) and they no doubt had lain dormant 
for some time, for there had been no water where I saw them 
for some time before it rained, and they were swimming 
about lively as if they had had a long rest. They were 
about a foot Jong and a little thicker than mane or tail horse- 
hairs. : 

More false beliefs. In 1886 the Editor of Taz TauTH 
SEEKER was asked, Will wheat turn to chess?” He 
answered, No.” I wrote, the answer was correct, and 
what I had seen.touching the matter, as did several other 
farmers, when finally an intelligent farmer wrote forcibly as 
follows: That he had worked on a farm over fifty years 
and been a close observer of all crops, and thinks he ought 
to be a competent witness in the chess case; and he is just 
as positiv that wheat or timothy will seed, or either will 
bring chess, as he is that two and two make four; and givs 
his reasons— when he was twelve years old, he saw a horse 
eat off wheat, and every stool that he had eaten off brought 
chess. He had seen hard winters produce chess more or 
less. He once put wheat in clean new ground, and the snow 
laid on the low ground all winter but blew off the high 
ground, and there it was nearly all chess, but on the low 
ground was beautiful wheat. He was shown a stool of 
wheat that was part wheat and part chess, the roots being 
inseparable. He has seenextreme drouths change timothy 
meadows to chess, but all were right again next year. He 
knew a man that had seeded eight. acres with timothy and 
it had come up nicely, but the next season it was all cheat, 
which he cut for hay, and that was the last of the chess, and 
no man had a nicer timothy meadow after that year than he. 
He will now tell me something I do not know, viz.: that I 
cannot raise a single grain of chess from pure chess and 
clean ground, if it was to save my life. He says his uncle for 
thirty years offered first $3 then $10 for every bushel of 
chess so raised, but never got a bushel. He says ifa mule 
will bring his or her kind chess will do the same thing, but 
not before. There must be a mistake somewhere. He 
finally cites one who, he says, is perhaps the strongest agri- 
cultural writer of the United States as having said: '' The 
man who does not know that wheat will pass to chess, is too 
big a fool for him to discuss with.” I had heard before that 
chess would not bring chess, but I did not believe it, and 
was always careful not to sow it, but when I saw sucha 
positiv assertion from a prominent farmer, tbat I could not 
raise a single grain of chess from chess, I thought wisely: 
** Keep silent and test it.” It was then winter and I did not 
want to wait a year and a half to know the result, so I filled 
a flower-pot with clean ground and put in six grains of chess 
in January, 1887, and put the potin a warm stove room and 
in a few days six blades of chess came up, and after two 
weeks I put the pot in a cool room, and April 1, 1887, I 
put the contents of the pot out in the ground, and next 
June several stalks from each grain yielded chess. I further 
heard that chess would bring chess for three consecutiv 
years, but after that it would not grow at all. This I hav 
also tested, and hav raised chess from chess every year for 
the last four years, and the chess of last July is now up and 
growing. I hav now tested chess and different kinds of 
wheat side by side for the last four years and hav tried 


the different ways that were said positivly to turn wheat 

to chess thoroughly and severely, by choking it with other 
grain whilst growing, tramping it down when frozen, cut- 
ting it off when six to ten inches high, flooding it last of 
April and first of May, and freezing it in winter, and found 


hope which Christ inspires helps Christians to bear life's ills 
patiently, and even to transmute the black charcoal of 
sorrow into the diamond of saintly character. What de. 
spairing humanity needs is a savior who not only forgivs 
and cleanses from sin, but bears its burdens. Infidelity 
offers no hope for the future, and no burden-bearer for the 


present. 


savior.—Baltimore Baptist. 


Traditional Ignorance. 
Sr. CATHERINES, ONT., Sept. 11, 1891. 


Mr. Eprron: It is to be lamented that there are sO Many 
apparently intelligent people, at this age of learning, that 
It is natural 
generally for children to believe those who are older than 
themselvs, especially their parents, therefore it is of the 


still cling to hearsay errors and false beliefs. 


utmost importance that parents should tell them the truth. 


But, strange as it may appear, if a young boy sees a hair- 
like worm swim on water and asks its parents what it is, if 


they don’t know, they will not tell him so; but will tell him 
just what their parents havtold them, a lie, that it isa hair- 
snake, come from a horsehair, that horsehairs turn to hair- 
snakes when they get in the water. The boy of course be- 
lieves it, and except he is taught or learns better, he will 
perhaps always say that he knows horsehairs turn to hair- 
snakes when they get in water, for his parents told him so, 
and of course he knows they would not lie; and in that way 
the lie is handed to generations. When I was about ten (now 


in my seventy-seventh year) I heard a truthful old man say 


that if mane or tail hairs of a horse were put in water, they 


The Lord help us to be more constant, persistent, 
and self-sacrificing in making known to others such a 


them all wanting; for in every trial for the last four years, 
chess has yielded chess and wheat has yielded wheat, except 
when jt was winter-killed, then it yielded nothing. Chess 
growing where wheat was winter-killed, does not prove that 
it comes from wheat. And there is no proof that it was 
wheat that the horse ate off. Stools of chess and wheat 
apparently from one root hav been seen before, but when 
they were examined it was found that each had its own root. 
His uncle’s reward for chess from chess is conclusiv proof 
that his belief, that chess would not bring chess, was based 
entirely upon false traditional hearsay. And that strongest 
agricultural writer” displays gross ignorance, and even 
anger just because another man cannot be such a fool as to 
believe what he does, a positiv lie, that wheat will pass to 
chess. Now, in all the preceding strong assertions there 

is not a particle of proof that timothy or wheat did turn to 

chess, nor thatchess would not bring chess, proving con- 

clusivly that random, false, and over-positiv assertions are 

futil without proof. No man should ever attempt to teach 

others, and especially children, anything that he is ignorant 

of himself for a fact, for it mentally grieves me yet when I 

think of the many absurd, groas, and ridiculous lies that 
hav been infused into my ignorant and credulous mind by 
ignorant but sincere Bible believers. Therefore truth seekers 

should be very cautious and never publish anything for a 

fact before they hav proved it to be a fact. A. Moor. 
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Children s Corner. 


Hdited.by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
Niser, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
t de Corner should ba ge. 


„Between tho dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower. 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.“ 


Truly Repentant. 

Old Nshemish Nimkins was thrifty as could be, 

He kept a host of chiexens that, with worthy 
energy, : . 

Laid oue fine egz apiecs each day, until their 
owner grew 

To be regarded by his friends ag very well to do; 

Bat as he jourasyed to the town to sell some eggs 
one day, : 

He went so slowly that remorse o'ertook him on 
the way ! 


* My sense of honor is aroused,” he cried, “and 
now I spurn 

The very thought of taking what my poor dumb 
Orestures earn! 

It's downright robbery, I think, to sell tha eggs 
they've made, 

And I will cheerfully refund the money they hav 
made. 

Beyond a smali commission, the corn used, and 
the rent ` 

Of the wretched place in which they liv, I'll giv 
them every cent ! 


"Ill hay a skillful carpenter, as quickly as he 
' ean, 
Construct a house of architecture Gothic or 
Queen Anne; 
Illfarnish it with bric-a-brao and paintings old 
0 and rare: 
I'll place before them every day a generous bill ef 
fare; 
And if there's any money left, I'll hav a lawyer 
fix 
My will so I can found a Home for Little Orphan 
Ohicks P” 
~Malcolm Douglas, in St. Nicholas for March, 


Biographieal Sketehes. 
VI.— BURNS. 

Robert Burns, the famous Scotch poet, 
was born on the 25th of January, 1759. His 
father was a vursery-gardener and very poor, 
but he made every exertion in his power to 
giv his children as good an education as 
possible. His childrea appeared to be very 
fond of him, and Robert Burns wrote a 
splendid epitaph, from which I will quote 
the last verse, as the whole poem would 
consume valuable space : 

The pitving heart that felt for human woe, 

The dauntless breast that feared no human 

ride, 
The friend of man, to vice alone a foe, 
For even his failings leaned to virtue’s side. 

Atthe age of sixteen Burns wrote poetry 
with Scotch dialect which attracted consider- 
able attention, and young Burns began to get 
popular. It was rather unfortunate popu- 
larity for him though, as he now moved 
with the ** hail-fellows-Wwell-met,” and began 
to “sow his wild oats,” or in other words get 
dissipated. Like all passionate people he 
was rash and impulsiv—although his im. 
pulses were of good intention and harmed no 
one but himself. At one time he was 
employed in an office of exciseman which 
promised a steady increase of salary. Burns 
now resided in Edinburgh and had plenty of 
opportunity to observe the injustice of the 
rich toward the poor. People were greatly 
excited then over the French Revolution and 
anyone who professed to hold Liberal 
Opinions was too wicked to be beheaded or 
hanged. 80 among the **hail.fellows ” 
Burns confided his sympathies with the 
Revolution, and the confidants were just 
mean enough to report to the headquarters 
and had it not been for an influential friend 
Burns would hav lost his position. As it 
was he was allowed to retain it with the re- 
mark that he must behave himself in the 
future. It cut off all chance of his becoming 
promoted, and his hail-fellows * now 
refused to recognize him. So much for 
buman fríendship. No wonder he exclaimed 
in his ode to Despondency : " 

Oppress'd with grief, oppress'd with care, 

A burden more than I can bear, 

Tgit me down and sigh; 
Ob, life thou art a galling load, 
Across a rough, a wearv road, 
To wretches such as I! 

Burns is said to hav been very handsome— 
tall and dark, dark hair and eyes, and very 
muscular. When in the company of ladies 
his conversation was more brilliant and witty 
than when in the company of his own sex 
He had fits of melancholia, and in the society 
of Jadies these fits would wear off. Perhaps 
that is why he was constantly a victim of 
love.” In 1788 he married Jean Armour. 
Burns end his wife are said to hav lived hap- 


her husband, and for his rashest impulses 
he received nothing but tender forgivness. 
In 1795 he lost his little child, to whom one 
of his most pathetic poems is dedicated. 
Ob. still I behold thee all lovely in death, 
Reclined on the lap of thy mother, 
When the tear trickled bright, and the short, 
stifled breath 
Told how dear ye were aye to each other. 


It was not long before Burns followed his 
child. After the humiliating experience in 
the excise cffice he began to grow more dissi- 
pated and drank hard and sank into melan- 
cholic fits. An unusual exposure brought on 
rheumatism, from which he never recovered. 
His doctors at first prescribed a change of 
scene, and the poet took a notion that swim- 
ming would benefit him, so they went to the 
beautiful little firth of Solway. But soon 
after, fever set in, and he died on July 21, 
1796, just one year from his child's death. 
Thus ended one poet's carcer, where virtue 
and passion are strongly mixed. 

Toa A. BALLOU. 


A Little Nonsense, 


‘ Boys, be wise, here comes a fool! “ ex- 


claimed a great theologian, ceasing to amuse 
himself by jumping over chairs and tables as 
he saw a solemn, pedantic friend approach- 
ing. 

“ You don't know the luxury of playing 
the fool,” said Lord Chancellor Eldon, as he 
danced in his own dressing-room to a tune 
of his own singing. : 

“You are a father, S:nor Ambassador, 
and so we will finish our ride," said Henry 
IV. of France when the Spanish minister dia. 
covered him riding round the room on a 
stick with his son. 

Dugald Stewart, the philosopher, was once 
found by à friend trying to balànce & peacock 
feather on his nose. His competitor in this 
contest of skill was Patrick Fraser Tytler, the 
historian. 

Dean Swift used to amuse himself by har- 
nessiog his servants with cords and driving 
them up and down stairs and through the 
rooms of the deanery. 

Faraday played marbles and ball with 
little boys, and took part in charades, play- 
ing once the learned pig." 

William Pitt delighted to romp with chil- 
dren. He was once playing with his niece 
and nephews, who were trying to blacken 
his face with a burnt cork. A servant an- 
nounced that two members of the cabinet 
desired to see him on business Let them 
wait in the other room," said Pitt, catching 
up a cushion and belabor'ng the girls and 
boys. They got him down and were actually 
daubing his face, when he said, “ Stop ; this 
will do. I could beat you all, but we must 
not Keep these grandees waiting longer” A 
basin of water and a towel were brought in 
and the great prime minister washed his face, 
hid the basin, and then receivid the two 
lords. 

Dr. Battie, an eminent London physician, 
used to amuse himself by gazing atthe Punch 
and Judy show. He was such a successful 
mimic of Punch“ that he once saved a 
patient’s life by imitating that character. 
The patient was suffering from a swelling in 
the throat, and the doctor, turning his wig, 
appeared at the bedside with the face and 
voice of ‘‘ Punch.” The sick man laughed 
80 heartily that the swelling broke, and a 
complete cure followed. Man is the only 
animal whocan laugh; he, therefore, relishes 
a little nonsense, — Youth's Companion. 

— 22 — — 
Correspondence, 


MORELIA, MtogosoAN; Mxxioo, 
Sept. 23, 1891. j 

Miss Wixon: I hav been wishing to write 
a few lines for the Corner, and by so doing 
make the acquaintance of some of Tux 
TRUTH SxkK ERS subscribers. 

In this letter I will giv a brief description 
of the ments] development of the nativ of 
Mexico. 

Having but alimited use of Shakspere’sswift 
language, Iam unable to make myself under- 
stood, but with the assistance of one of the 
Cornerites Iam very glad to send you this 


. letter, thus proving my interest in the paper. 


The whole population of Mexico is about 
twelve million inhabitants, two-thirds being 
Indians. "These are completely ignorant and 
uncivil zed, living in a more abject state than 
at the time of the Spanish conquest, because 


they hav lost even the traditions of their past | 


comparativ grandeur aud glory. 
. In Yucatan, Campeache, and Sonora states 
some few thousands of these Indians serve aa 
a perpetual menace to civilization, as they 
will not act in obedience to the authorities. 
They liv a nomadic life and persecute pro- 
gressiv ideas in all ways possible. 

History from fifty years back, in the Yuca- 
tan and Campeache states, is mainly of sor- 
rowful remembrance, on account of the hor. 


pily together, Mrs. Burns was devoted to] rors and violence executed by Indians, 


Of the four million inhabitants remain- Christ of Paul ; or, the Enigmas o. 


ing three-fourths hav a very little instruc- :afioni 

tion, though about one-half of these can ; Christianity. 

scarcely read and write. This class is a| Frauds of the Churchmen of the Second Century 
mixture of Indians and Europeans. Their Exposed. 


By GEORGE REBER. 
12mo, £00pp., i 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History. 
By Winwoop READE. 
Sixth edition, 544pp., 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS, 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism. 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


ETHICS OF POSITIVISM, 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of the Present Gentury. 


By Giacomo BanzstLoffn — 
Prof. of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, Florence, 
Price, $1.50. 


OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 
A Confession. 
By DAVID FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 
X 3 " $1.50. 


social habits are upon a very low plane, and 
as to their religious propensities they are per- 
fectly Catholicized ; their fanaticism being £0 
stupid and miserable as to call out the pity of 
those who know how these wretches are 
enslaved. Of course their moral ideas are a8 
absurd as. they are limited. These men are 
intolerant, hard-hearted, and apt to embrace 
the lower passions and practice the most per- 
nicious vices. They persecute to death those 
who do not believe às they do, and many 
murders hav been committed, in which 
Protestants, Liberals, and Freemasons hav 
been the victims. Protestantism nevertheless 
has made some proselytes, in the ratio of 
one five thousandth. : 

As to the one million inhabitants who can 
properly be called civilized, their social cult- 
ure is on a level with the European’s. In this 
class there are persons who for scientific 
knowledge and ability may be compared 
with the most prominent O:d World savants. 
But even in this superior claas Catholic fanst- 
icism is extensiv and powerful, though some- 
what modified as to personalities. Protest- 
autism hes made some converts, in a ratio of 
one one-hundred-thousandth, Spiritualism 
and Freethought doctrins one one- thousandth. 

These ratios are to be understood as ap- 
plyirg to the whole population, and differing 
in location according to the education of the |. 
people. : 

Towns in which fanaticism exceeds and 
surpasses all else, may he named as followa: 
Lueretaro, Morelia, Zimora, Leon, Du- 
rango, Tlaxcala, etc. dd : 

Bome few Liberal papers are published, as 
follows: Æl Siglo Diez y Nueve, Hl Par Aido 
Liberal, Hl Combate, in Mexico City; La Re- 
forms, in Merida, Yucatan; Æl Pueblo, in 
Toluca. state of Mexico, and some others, 
La Reforma being the most popular among 
them. | 

In the past year, 1890, I hav published in 
the city of Zicatecas a genuin Freethought 
weekly journal entitled I Hijo del Pu blo |. 
(People’s Son), but it has discontinued on 
account of my removal to this city, in which 
for several weeks I hav published another 
paper called Y Investigador (The Iuvestiga - 
tor), but it has also discontinued on account 
of hostilities I hav received from the people 
and consequent injury to my business. 

Clergymen do not. cesse jn their work of 
increasing and maintaining fanaticism and 
error between people. nien j 

The whole intellectual progress of Mexico 
will become no better till an obligatory and 
laical law (which is at present under discus- 
sion in Pedagogical Congress) shall be en- 
forced. I should be glad to correspond with 
some Freethinkers, men and women, who wish 
information about any business pursuits in 
this country which offers such a vast field 
for all kinds of enterprise. 

Wisbing the Corner and the brave TRUTH 
BzaxzR succes‘, lam your Liberal and de- 
voted friend, Dr. L. E CALLEJA. 


eorom 

CHILDREN early commence to reason, as 
the answer of a nine-year-old boy who is 
reported to hav said to his mother, who told 
him that his signing the temperance pledge 
didn’t amount to anything, proves. Maybe 
not, but if dad had signed one when he was 
nine years old he might hav amounted to 
something.” It would hav been better for 
him to hav said father,“ but. he lived up to 
the English he had heard and should not be 
blamed. His philosophy was right, if his 
use of English was out of order. 


Price, $2. 


$1.16. 


419pp., $1.50. 


Price, 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN, 
` Important Information for All, and“ Danish 
Cure.“ With Portrait. 


By Mus. W. Schorr. Price, $1.59, 


The. Legends cf the Patriarchs and 
Proptets. 
By S. BARING GOULD. 


Will be seized with avidity by all students of the 
Bible.— [Congregationalist. 
Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 
Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FROTHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 


446pp. - E . - Price, $L 


The Contrast: Evangelicalism and 
Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moszs Hutt. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 


AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Candid Arguments for and Against Immortality 
By Josfh OPPENHEIM, Price, 75 ceuts. 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 
By KERSEY GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 conts; cloth, 75 cents. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymas, and Recitations. 


For Organizing Societies; for M wriages, Panar- 
als, Naming of Infants, Obituaries, Epi. 
taphs, etc, Also 525 Liberal and 
Bpiritualistio Hvmus for 
Hooial and Various 
Public Oacasions. 


Price, 75 cents. 


Evolution Series. 


Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
à in Sciencs and Art. . 
No.1.—Alfred Russe'l Wallace, by Edward D. 
Cope, Ph.D.; with portrait. T 
0. 2.—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake. 
man; with portrait, 


Price, 10 Cents each. 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


FOR SALE. 
A Farm of 24 Acres. 


Bplendidiy located. Rich soil—can raise wheat, 
barley, etc. Orchards produce largely. Houre, 
barn, and other buildings in flrst-olass condition. 
Is called “a model farm." Within a short dis- 
tance of New Yorkcity. Price reasonab e on easy 
terms. Owner (an old TRUTH SEEKER subscriber) 
retiring on account of old age. 

Address T. WHITE, 
Bed Bank, N. J. 


"WATER OF LIFE 
Is Doing Wonders in Curizg the Sick. 


18mo, 550pp. 


' Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. HOGAN. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Shelley: Philosopher and Reformer. 


By C. SoruxnAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett. 


Heavy plate paper 22x28, Price, 50 cts. 


Lithograph of Ben*ett Monument. 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCHARD. 


Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, Paper, - -= 4050 cents. 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa, i ; 
3 SOUL PROBLEMS. 


“WHY” 
I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 


WITH 
fheological Amendment and State Personality. 
By Jos. E. Prox. 
Priee, . - 2 2 
Vor all of the above books address 


TH SEEKER 00, 
85 Lafayette Pi. Newer, 


25 cents. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLYNKEH, 
JE TRE: Snowville, Va. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 


i 
Li 
i 
i 
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NOW READY.--PRICE, $2 AND $2.50. 


» Pictorial Text 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION: 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND-EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO WAINTAIN THE 
l ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


Designs bv Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


CONTENTS: 


Unele Sam and the Priests. The Church and Thomas Paine. The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross. 


The posts that Bother nole Sam. oN Thomas Paine. a medans. ; Its Evolution. . 

nole 8am Sleeps, but the Priests do Not. he Preacher and the Patriot. ir Scienti i 

Romanism with Her Mask On. One Work by Paine Outweighs All the Preach- Their Scientific Records Compared Unkind Refleetions Upon the 
The Mass Off. erg. i Two Samples of Christianity’s Church. 


Why Paine Was Denounced, 

Paine’s Services and His Reward from the 
Church. ` ; 1 

Once Upon a Time a Donkey Kicked a Lion. 


Studies in Natural History. 


“Submit to the Roman Pontiff as to God.” 
The Skeleton that "Unie Sam may Some Day 
find in his Closet. 
New Laocoon. 
The Trail of the Serpent. 
omo Undesirable Immigrants. 


Work, 


Romans of the Past and Present. 
Peruvians Before and Since the Conquest. 


Missionaries 


Decline of the Papacy in Italy. 
The Old Tiger and His Whelps. 
The_ Ory of the Church, "Don't Hurt Our 


Feelings. 
Shake, Oid Man; We're on the Same Lay 
mmany ward worker to Methodist min- 


Lay Loyalty; s A " i ; a . ( 1 
E Where : 9 Reigns the Tyrant Seeks to . Some role in FEES ice ee oe Noi a bus d Effort Tt isterial delegate). 
] r."—La Salle. The Prototype of the Methodist Revival. Ohristian Missionaries in India. Persecutions by the Church 
Abe Outcome of Church and State Union. ion i f inot i Missionary Methods in the Church of England, y d 
The God-in-the-Oonstitution Guerillas.—Lib- Religion in Man and Instinct in the Brute. A Poor Rule That ‘Doesn't Work Both ays. | The Burning of Bruno. 


The Only Thing on Which the Ssots Agree. 


erty in Peril. 

Religious Treason the Ruin of the Republic. 

A Transformation of the Bartholdi Statue 
which may be Expected under Religious 


Rule. 
What Uncle Sam Should Do. 


The Charch Robbing the People. 


New York City's Annual Gift to the Churches. 
The Taxpayers and the Gub A : 


Thanksgiving. 
Thankagiving T. 
os III. 
Sabbath Laws, 
| Babbnatarian Efforts in the National Senate. 


Sunday in a Babbatarian City. 
The Olergy’s Opportunity. 


The Bible and Science, 


The Bible and Geology. 
The Bible and Geography. 


The Clergy and their Flocks. 


Shearing T.me. oe 

The Olerg v's Hold Upon the People. 
One of a Very Numerous Class. 

* he Physician and the Flock. 

Duty to the Olergy. 


` At Conference Time 


Work of à Methodist Conference in New York 
Y . E 

The Burden of the Cross. g 
The Theologian’s Conception of Olerioal Priv- 


eges. 
'f'he Ark of the Lord, 
Sympathizing With their Pastor. 
One Triumphant Saint. 
Appearance and Fact. 
Ohaplains in the Army and Navy. 


Whe Lord's instruments. 


Religious Rule. 


Bible Doetrines and their Results. 


Biblical Temperance Statements. 


pplied. 
The Christian Scheme from Genesis to the 
. Synoptical Gospels, and the Practical Re- 


sults. 
The Authority of the Footpad. 
The Wisdom of Solomon. 
The Law and the Gospel Not the Same. 
Result of Faith at Findlay, Ohio. 
Which Statements Shall We Be Damned for 
Disbelieving ? ; 
Irresponsibility of Obristians—Whence they 
Obtain and Where they Put their Sins. 
Jesus Paid It All. 
Candidate for Glory—An Old Sinner. but a 
New Saint. 


Ax Unwslcome Pilgrimage. 

When Christians Made the Laws. 

Superstition the Same in All Places and Ages. 

Banishment of Roger Williams. 

ex! of Dr. McGlynn—the Church True to Her 
ecord. 

Casting Pearis Before Swine. 

The Bigotry of Church and State. 


Some Allegories. 


The Genii who Preside Over the Road to 
nowledge, 

The Three Graces of Infidelity. 

A M des ‘ove. 

The Trinity that Ruled the World in the Dark 


ges. 
Let the Ghosts Go.“ 
The Race Between America’s Intidel Orator 
and England's Christian Statesman. 
The Enemy and the Friend of Liberty. 


Roman Catholic Pandora’s Box. 


Ag the Olergy Desire Sundas—I. Some Tests for True Believers. 


4 „ « „% oth f. Arabie Bargain; Following Christ. A New Rendering of an Old Bhyme. 
! Piety in Our Penitenttaries. An Earnest Ohristian. An Error in Biblical Navigatiou. ` 
The Children and the Church, A Religious Procession. fub alis in Christian Morality —I H Tho World Bült Moven. 
2 3 : ` TT eaven 
Sidon Bhall We Have ? The Atonement Scheme, " " " " ^ -n On the Probation Plan.—Scene Outside of the 
A Teaoher We Do Not Want l The Atonement Doctrine, Ses ONT act d IV. Gates of the Now Jerusalem 
he Shadow in Our Schools, Practical Application of the Atonement. Sic Mg Siel Ta -V On the Probation Plan,—Scene Inside of the 
The Great Efficacy of Baptism. An Incident of a Snow-storm, January, 1889. Gates of the New Jerusalem. 


A New Application of an Old Text. 
‘The Reptiles in the Path. 
Beoruiting for Church Institutions. 
A Parochial School Lesson, 
Products of the Parochial Schools. 
The Disguise Slips Off, 

A Web for the Unwary. 

The Religious Trap. 

Bunday-Bohool Scholars. 

The Joys of the Sunday-Bchool Boy. 


How to Get a Halo and a Harp. 

Divine Beneficence. 

The Tabernacles of the Lord—I. 
[1 it} ow LIT — II. 


A Few Yistims of Divine Benefioenoe. 


Prayer. 
A Drouth in Cambridge, III., in 1887. 
Our Father in Heaven. 


The Creeds. 


Into Heaven via. Purgatory. 


Hell. 
How to Make the Road to Salvation Plain. 
The Glory of Election. 5 
The Amusement of the Saints in Heaven. 
A Olerical Surprise Party. 
The Theologians and Skeptics. 
The Devil’s Occupation Gone. 


Another Incident of Another Snow-siorm. 
On the Anxious Seat. 
Different Stories of an Alleged Occurrence. 


Whe Church and Slavery 
The Ghost in the Methodist Churchyard. 


Priests in Politics. 


The Colossus of New York. 
Tbe Political Caliban and the ReligiousRogues. 


. What Is Obristianity -f Ireland and the Church. peg vr 
Mons tat from, Bervitude to Freedom, M iu i : A Contribution to the Irish Question. Tae a En Mira Basphemer=A. ed 


of 86. 
The Fatllity of Hitching Evolution to Ortho- 


oxy., 
The Evolution of a Sacrament. 
A Hint to Talmage, Sam Jones, et al. 
The Women's Ohristian Temperance Union's 


Crusade. 
Tools of the Clerical Trade. 
The Modern Balaam. 


The Churches jn Ireland. 
The Gospel of Peace in Ireland. 
The Trouble With Pat. 


III. 
The Ola mor of the Oreeds. 
Sustaining the Oreeds. 

The Greedal Biddle. ia i 
Haie Holy Famiy. The Chareh’s Idea of Civilization. 
anug-face reeda lists. llows e of Ohristi E 
The Oreedalists and the Government—"Our pa nee ii ronan Oivilizason'g 
God, Our Country, and an Appropriation.” What Rome Would Use to Civilize People. 


Yo 

Bt. Paul as a Member of the School Board. 
The Ohurch's Use for Woman. 
A Oontrast. 
Woman the 8 ter of P 

oman the Supporter of Preacher and Pope; 
Helping the Church. Be? 
The Church's Chief Support. 

hen Womanhood Awakes. 


AUTHORITIES QUOTED: 


President John Adams, Robert C. Adams, D’Aubigne’s History of the Reformation, Athanasian Creed, Prof. H. G, Atkinson, Matthew Arnold, Lord Amberley, Account of 
the Irish Massacre, Cardinal Baronius, Cardinal Bellarmine, Byron, Senator Henry W. Blair, D. M. Bennett, H. W. Beecher, Burnett's History of My Own Times, Annie Besant, 
Buck’s Theological Dictionary, Buckle’s History of Civilization, Brooks Adams’s Emancipation of Massachusetts, Governor Brownlow of Tennessee, J. M. Buckley, D.D., Charles 
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Donald Kennedy, 
Roxbury, Mass. 


Dear Sir: I took your Medical 


Discovery for one year for Serof- 
ula on my knee. When I began 
I was told by the Doctors my 
limb would have to be amputated, 
Well, that was 
13 years ago and no signs of it 
I thought you and the 
world ought to know it. 


but it cured me: 
since. 


Yours very truly, | 
: Mrs. M. D. DALTON, 
Aug. 8, 1891. Edina, Mo. 


Kennedy's Medical Discovery sold every- 
where. Price, $1.50. 


The Modem Science Essayis 
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1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
philosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAY 

2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and influence. By Rev. Jonn W. OHADWIOK. 

3. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
How suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. Gasket P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH : The story of 

geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIPR: How life 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM POTTS. 

8. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL AL LIFE: The order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
BAYMOND. 

7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: His giam antiq- 
nity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Cork. 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature and de- 
velopment. By Dr. ROBERT G. EOouEs. - 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOOIETY. By James A. BEIL- 


10, EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 
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n. EYOLUTION OF MORALS. By DR. LEWIS 


12. PROOFS O! OF EVOLUTION. By Netson O. 


18. EYOLUTION AS BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 


UGHT. By Joun W. Unapwiox. 


14, PHILOSOPHY oF EVOLUTION. By STARR 

THE EPFROTS HE 
15. EROTS OF EVOLUTION ON T 

come OIVILIZATION. By Mrxor J. 
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FORCE AND MATTER: 


Principles of the Natural Order 
of the Universe, With a Sys- 
tem of Morality Based 
‘Thereon. 


By Proresson LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D 
CONTENTS : 


The Fitness of Things in 
Nature (Teleology), 


Force and Matter, 
Immortality of Matter, 
immortality of ¥ Foros, 


Infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Mot Ons Consciousness, 
Seat of the Soul, 

Immutebility of Natural innato Ideas 

Wis ‘ne Idea of 1 tod, 
Universality of Natural TEER Continuance, 

Laws, ital Forae, 


The Soul of Brutes, 
Periods of the Oreation Free till 

of the Earth, Mora! 
Original Generation, Oonc 10 ndin g Observa- 
Secular Generation, tions. ` 
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IS THIS YOUR SOW, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


— 


* The shame itself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 
A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 
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LIFE OF 
Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to bis Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, f 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 
Creation. 


Cloth, 12 mo, 279 pp. 75 Cents. 


WI. This book was suppressed by the first Amer. 
ican publisher. ae 


| Materialism and Crime. 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. |MYTHS AND MYTH-MAKERS, 


"he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. The Biographies of 
throe hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
present. By D. M. Bennett. 1,075 pages 
8vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroe- 
co, gilt edges, $4. 50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to“ The World's 
Sages,” etc. By D. M. BennerT. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol I. givs 
& full account of al! the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including. 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. IT. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ingJudaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
D. M. Benyerr. Written in prison at 
r In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
erer written. ` 

1,115 


pages, sro. In ‘cloth, $4.00; Isath er, $5. 06, 
morocoo, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, aid The Rights of Man; the 
whole r^e3eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4. 50. 


Analysis of Religi ious Belief. An 
examination of m Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
COUNT AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
Tohn Russell, twice Premier of Englend. 
Complete from the Tengen edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. Tn oloth, $3.00 


2 

The foregoing volumes are called The 
Truth Seeker Library.“ If all are ordered to- 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


B. F. UNDERWOOD'S WORKS. 


¥OR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual- 
ism from a'Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Politicaland Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 60 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. É 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientifie Materialism: Its Meaning 
and. Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Podeal and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her | 


Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


10 cents. 


Will the Coming Man Worship God? 
10 cents. 


Crimes an and Cruelties of Christianity. 
cents. 
Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo-, 
logical. 20 cents. 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
days’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Burcrss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported, 
188 pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Jouw MARPLES. rir reported. 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 cents. ,_ 


Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
Comparative Mythology. 
By Jony Fiske, M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College. 
Price, $2. 


BEYOND .THE VEIL. 
Claimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B. 
Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. McDougall and Mrs. 
Luna Hutchinson. [Spir.) 
Steel Engraving of Randolph. Price, $1.60. 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham- 
med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that Doctrine. 
which was begun and carried 

on by him in Arabia, Í 
Sang edition. Price, $1.50. 


HUME'S ESSAYS. 


| Essays and Treatises. Autobiography and Dia- 
logues on Natural Religion. 


By Davin HUME. Price, $1.50. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 
By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 
A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
Portrait. 
Price, pap., 50 cts; clo., $1. 


Man’s Nature and Development. 


By Henry G. ArkiNSON, F. G. S., and HARRIET 
MARTINEAU. 


Price, - - .- ‘= $1.50. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer’s Text-Book. 
Thirteen Lectures on the Bible 
By ROB'r COOPER. Price, $1. 


Origin and Development of Relig. 
ious Ideas and Beliefs. 
By Morris EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 
With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GiusERT Varm. Price, $1. 


A BUSINESS MAN’S SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS. 
From a Poor Man’s Standpoint. Price, $1. 


KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 
Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 
A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices 
Buy BARON D'HOLBACH. 
Price. - + $L 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 
Iltimating in the Religion of Science. 
By Hupson Turtiz. [Spir.] 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


LIFE OF PAINE. 


By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


| 


Mortality of the Soul and the Im: 
mortality of Iis Elements, 
By A. S. DE PELLEGRINI. | 
Price, E - - - 15 cenis. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 


Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated. 
. Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on the Population Question. 
By R. D. Owen. 
Price, a . - 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. Benner. 
Price, - - 10 cents. 


IF, THEN. AND WHEN. 
Church Doctrines. 
By W. 8. Barrow. [Spir] Price, 10 cents, 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 


Bx HuRLSUT and WAKEMAN. 
Price. 10 canta. 


ICHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
onslaughts on Christianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 


35 cents. 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


Bv C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


ove booka. address 


For all of the a 
187 7 
$ W Laarette Pl NewYork. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 10, 1891. | 655 


l THE THE - l T 
RARI CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: Ziberal Berlings. 

TRUTH SEEKER LIB 2I SEM These notices ars for the benefit of Liberals 

ISSUED MONTHLY. ( Crimes and Persecutions. ho may 555 3 the places a these socie- 

Subscription price, $3 per annum. LED mo B e $4; morocco, Fresthougk d "agora iyi ana 


hav their gatherings advertised here free by for. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. BY D. M. BENNETT wardi 7 i 
ink- 3 8 ng the necess information. 
Pi Men, WO! apra Sna goa: Helen H. Gac- 28 Lafayette Place, New York. The Manhattan Liberal Club. N. T. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


8. Age of Reason, T 
4. 8 to Ohristi 


enne Ed 

5. Christian Absurdities. John Peck. ; S 33 

6. Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire........ 10 5 3 

7. Ingersoll's Address on Bhakspere......... 25 i 3 
OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATI@QN. 


Yearly subscribers will receive all th books 
issued during the year. Bingle copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 
girle and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
Fine narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experiencein the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such & story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CANCER and Tumors CURED: no knife. 
book free. Drs.GRATIGNY & NORRIS 
No. 163 Elm street, Cincinnati, O- 

's Works 
Charles Wattss Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com - 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is Kt Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Profa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 


A Reply to Father Lambert's 
Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. : 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
iution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 


to ve Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents 


Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which 5sthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages: Price, 10 cents. : 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents., : 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 

pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelef. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Beli-f and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. . 

The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
animpertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Ohristian church are thirty- 
nine poor; broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 


. R The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 
C IMES AGAINST CRIMINALS Li ofa 5 praying God "e kill rasshop- 
AN ADDRESS ` i take’ a orasado of ono against the Oolorado | °vening at 7:30. Lectures, debates, and disous- 
i beetle!” Price, 10 cents. giong on all important secular subjects, Prese 
Ey ROBT, G. INGERSOLL, Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents ident, Henny Bmp; Secretary, OORA BELLE 
. b -|F 2 
FFC Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact! ,, 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, Price Scents. — - . Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. Meets at Fraternity 7 — Beu.ord avenue and 
The only Complete and Authorized Edition, | WaS Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. | south 2d stroet, Brooklyn, E. B. at 8 P.M., evo 
PRICE, TEN OENTS. The Publie Schools and the Catholic 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Sunday. Leotures followed by discussion, Plat. 
Church. Price, ö cents. 
RELIGION OF MAN. 


form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 
AND 


Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 
ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 
HUDSON TUTTLE. 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
of Man. - 


free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speskers interest the awiience, N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson handatcheaprates, 
OonTENTS : What is Religion? Fetichigm. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Ohristian 
Bcheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate, Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo. 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Aposties. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Oharterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So 
ciety to Oriminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoif?s Process,” etc. 


It is à thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
&nd inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

e appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post, . 

A suggestion. of a really 7 praotioablo and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities. [Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 506. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’smagnificent 
bequest to Philadelphia by the Ohristian 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
St, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLECTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home. 


The Secular Society of Kent, 0., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at ? 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Marrus HEIGHTON, Seo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Unton 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to TRE TRUTH BEERER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. SMITH, Cor. Ses. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 p.w., at 
Princess Opera House, 568 West Madison street. 
Leotures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings. every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand avo. (Fraternity Hall). Lecture $ 
by dobates. "Tho Dubie cordially invited wee 


OOMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 


PRIOR, a . : $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales ine, 'ounded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 
By A. C. MIDDLETON. 
Price, . , . 5 10 cents. 


New Zdition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth. 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Spectal Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayotte Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
sale at this office. Price, 50 cents. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 


IS 4 GREAT SUCCESS: 


The Crowning Achievement of Mechanical 
Genius, Taste, Energy, and Ingenuity, 
Combined with 41 years of Practi- 
cal Experience (34 years in 
Rochelle) at the Jeweler’s 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Meote every Sunday evening at Union 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A condita eae 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7.80 P.. in Macdon- 
ald’s Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. Leot- 
ures, songs, and select roading, Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK Moksk, Cor. Seo. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 


Of Los Angel ron nd t 

05 geolog, Oal., meets semi-month] 

and third Sundays, at ba Nag. Baty at Parra 
all. erybodv invited, 8. R. M. . 

Pres.: J. H. MoWILLIAMS, Reo. Beo. PERSA. 


The Walia Walla Liberal Ciub. 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Boience Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. BEYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. OALDER, Sec. 


Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- churohes and Young Mon’s Bench, 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 82 pages in cover, on ^ ; 
ice ts. 7 Unequaled in quality and price. Has 16 jewels, 
Theological Presumption: An n By Bion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D.. LL.D. patent regulator, Brequet hair-spring : (non- The Roeder Secular Union : 
Letter to the Ray. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, | Price $1 Address Tux Taura Szzxxs. | %tchable), beautiful double sunk paneled dial, | Of Roeder, Wash. meets every first and. third 
etter 10 in ter tho Follow at i PIOS. "| finely adjusted to heat, cold, and position, stem | Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 


Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
t Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. Bior, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OEHARLES Sua, Bec. 


N.R. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Christianity, 8, Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. Ohristianlty and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
j . 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


wind and set, new model. In silverine cases, $19; 
3 ounce coin Bi'ver, $22.50; 4 oz. dust proof, $25, 
no better sold elsewhere for 885. In best 14kt 
filled gold cases, guaranteed 20 vears, open face, 
$27 to $80; hunting, $32 to $35; in 14kt, solid 
gold, $50 to $90, Ail elegantly engraved or plain. 
Sent prepaid, and cash refunded if not satisfac. 
tory. atches cleaned, $1; springs, $1; and re- 
turned free. Best work in the world. Seud for 
testimonials, price lists of ladies’ and cheaper 
watches, diamonds, silver Ware, Cards in colors 
and gold of my Freethought badge, tracts: eto., 
free. diTO WETTSTEIN 

BOOHELLE, rr. 


A Treated free. 
Positively CURED 
with Yegetable 
$ Remedies, Have 
E] Cured many thou- 


Sand cases pro- 
nounced hopeless. From first dose symptoms rapidly disappear, 
and inten days at least two-thirds of all symptoms are removed. 


Miss Wixon's Works. 
All in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
‘or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 888pp., $1.25. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Ohildren's Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 

type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 

trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE 


Fort Werth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


Meets every Sunday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o’clock, A.M. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. COOL. A. HARRIS, Pres. 
Isaac S. LEE, Seo. 


on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines. 
Sample free. Territory. Dr. Bridgman, 375 B'way, N. Ye 


AGENTS make {00 PER CENT and vin $74.8 CASH Prizes 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Confilet between Reason and Superstition. 
: BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


3 BOOK of testimonials of miraculous cures sent A E: Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
i UNIVERSE ANALYZED) PERASMIAN MENE edo reo n — 


With Fine Steel Engraving of Senat Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 


D AN NFIDEL REMEDY 


SEND 10 CENTS TO 
Dr. FELLOWS, 
VINELAND, N. q. 
p for his book on youth- 


ful errors, early decay, 
wasting weakness, lost 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of Deity Analyzed,” The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” * The Real Blasphemers,” “Spir- 
ituslism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


Liberty in Literature, 


"The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 


who is gifted with those rare powers that render F 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the rM Ap- Br Durwid VEUERBAOH R 
3 — ordinat mind. The book contains many ideas Q ome cure,with fulidi- Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot. 
, : p that will be new to the world and productiv of rections for use. Its a Price, $3. 

Address at the Testimonial to Walt | good in turnishing food for thought. Wo trast it ee 0 : 
; hav the immense distribution it go richly i i . 
W hitma e : : this advertisement. 

qme merita, —[The American Idea. ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


A patient writing from Davenport, Wasb., 
saya: ‘Your remeoy is marvellous, and will 
accomplish what is said it will do. The value 
of which is untol . 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
12x18 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid 
for 25cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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were held ready the next morning to take 


‘replace the papal w 


` straw, sweepings from flour mills, dung, or 
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| Hens of ths Week. 


GLADSTONE proposes abolition of entail, |- 


with consequent destruction of the nobility. 


SrzoraL prayers for relief of Russian Jews 
hav been prepsred for all English synagogs. 


On the 3d at Newcastle in pious Delaware 
several offenders were whipped and pilloried. 


Miss KuBLER, of Baltimore, has been 
obliged to embrace Judaism to marry a 
Hebrew lover. 


BourANGaER on the 30th ult. killed himself 
on the grave of his mistress. Loss of pres- 
tige was the cause. 


A BRI ůBG&»-ç near Prague over which the 
Austrian emperor was to cross was attempted 
to be destroyed by dynamite. 


Pror. Henry Kippe, who was forced 
from his office of superintendent of New 
York schools because of his conversion to 
Spiritualism, is dead. ' 


Tux statue of Leo XIII. blessing the world 
at the Washington Catholic University was 
unveiled on the 28th ult. The pope has 
made the-presenter, Mr. Loubat, a count. 


Ar an all-night revival in 8 negro church 
at Jacksonville, Fla., flickering of gas lights 
aroused superstitious fears, and amid cries of 
“Judgment!” the crowd fied with a rush jn 
which four were killed and twenty injured. 


In a London church on the 27th ult. a man 
rose and Faid, Christ is coming. He has 
appointed me to announce it in all the 
churches and I want to address the congrega- 
tion.” He then began shouting. He had 
become crazy through religion. 


Junar PAS HAL at Uvalde, Tex., on the 
29th ult. created a sensation by refusing nat- 
uralization papers to R. V. Sauer, because 
he is a Socialist. In his written opinion 
Judge Paschal said that Socialism and 
Anarchism are directly opposed to the Con- 
stitution, and no Socialist or Anarchist is 


eligible to American citizenship. Sauer will 


appeal. 


Proressor WINSOHIED, of Leipeig, Germany, 
who belongs to one of the most noted Catholic 
families, bas announced his conversion to 
Protestantism. This in itself would hav 
created a sensation. But its effect on Catho- 
lics may be imagined when it is coupled with 
the statement that the professor attributes his 
change to disbelief in the authenticity of the 
Holy Coat, and conscientious scruples against 
supporting a church that would sanction it. 


Rome has overruled Connecticut in the 
case of William Grant, of Bridgeport. He 
was divorced by civil law and married again. 
Becoming a Catholic, he desired an ecclesias- 
tical divorce also. The first ecclesiastical 
court, under Vicar. general Hughes, held him 
still married to his first wife; the second, 
the archiepiscopal tribunal of Boston, decided 
the first marriage null because made by a 
Methodist minister; finally the highest 
authorities at Rome hav reaffirmed the firat 
decision. $ 


On the 2d one of the French pilgrims to 
the Vatican while visiting Victor Emanuel’s 
tomb spat in the book for visitors’ names and 
wrote, Life to the pope! Death to King 
Humbert! Curses on Victor Emanuel!” 
An Italian struck the pilgrim and helped the 
guards expel him. Other pilgrims took the 
part of the insulter with blows. Crowds 
attacked the pilgrims with stones and knives 
and chased them over the city. Hight trains 


away the pilgrims if the populace became 
too violent. ‘The pope expressed regret, and 
commanded the pilgrims not to resent the 
hostil demonstrations of the bands of men 
who began to parade singing anticlerica] and 
patriotic songs. Mobs compelled proprietors 
of hotels at which pilgrims were stopping to 

th the Italian flag. They 
demanded removal of the pontifical arms 
from the facade of the Catholic seminary, 
but were driven away by the police. 


Russian peasants are eating bread made of 


pigweed. Seed corn furnished by govern- 
ment has been in many cases eaten and the 
land left fallow. Many villages hav been 
burnt, the peasants, too weak to exert them- 
selvs and devoid of hope of good in any 
event, not attempting extinguishment. Some 
fell on their knees and prayed God to quench 


the fire. A traveler writes: It is a horrible 


thing to witness wholesale mortality. Within 
the first half hour I met sixteen poor creatures 
at the last extremity of woe. Most had not 
touched bread for over a week. With dis. 


few only had strength enough to eat it. 
They generally die before help comes. Many 
seemed indifferent to all that was going on; 
they were evidently resigned to their fate. 
Others raved in their despair, moving about, 
gesticulating wildly, and crying, ‘ Bread, 
bread; do not let us starve!’ Mothers whose 
children hav succumbed to hunger wander. 
through the villages weeping aloud for their 
lost little ones. In one locality out of 150 
families 47 hav died of hunger." 


My Religious Experience. 


THE TRUTH 


Gens of Thought, 


Tue church is changing in accord with the 
spirit of the age. As interest and belief in 
doctrins subside, the church organization 
becomes useful in social and: benevolent 
schemes.—Robé. O. Adams. 


I po not believe that the Bible, when prop- 
erly understood, is, or ever has been, a 
comfort to any human being. Surely, no. 
good man can be comforted by reading a 
. | book in which he finds that a large majority 
.|of mankind hav been sentenced to eternal 
flre.— Ingersoll. . 


SEEKER, OCTOBER 10, 1891: 


- |- One fact must be familiar to all those- who 
ſhav any experience of human nature. A 
` | sincerely religious man is often an exceed- 
ingly bad man. Piety and vice frequently 
liv together in the same dwelling, occupying 
different chambers, but remaining always on 
the most amicable terms.— Reade, 


WHEN the voice of authority is no longer 
raised to stifle intellectual inquiry, science 
will cease altogether to wear a negativ as- 
pect, and will gain universal recognition as 
the great constructor of whatever is sound in 
knowledge or of practical value in life; 
while religion will embrace the emotions and 
convictions that come to man from the con- 
templation of the allcomprehending uni- 
verse and its Transcendent Cause.— Professor 
Youmans. ha? ys 


NorwirHSTAND!NG there may be much 
good obtained from a knowledge of the 
scriptures; notwithstanding they are vener- 
able for their antiquity, and curious for . 
much of what they contain, yet, after all, I. 
ask of any honest and well-meaning parent, 
how he can justify to himself bringing up his 
children in reverential belief of such a book ` 
as the Bible? Is there a book in existence 
that contains more filth and more falsehood ? 
— Kneeland. i ] ` 
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HEREIN was seen the culmination and 
decline of the bull Bummis Desiderantes ” 
{against witchcraft]. It had been issued by 
nim whom a vast majority of the Christian 
world believes to be infallible in his teach- 
ings to the church as regards faith and 
morals; yet here was a deliberate utter- 
ance in a matter of faith and morals which 
even children now know to be utterly uu- 
true. Prof. A. D. White. 


CIVILIZATION has raised many things for. 
merly considered as, perhaps, immoral and 
as Offenses against the moral law to well- 
defined crimes. The result is, that we are 
constantly increasing the work of criminal 
courts; the number of sentences is thus in- 
creased comparativly, even when the vol- 
ume of crime, as shown by the comparisons 
of crime per se, may decrease. So truthful 
statistics may show absolutely false conclu- 
sions, unless the elements are intelligently 
and honestly used.— Commissioner Wright. 


No Bible, if it is to retain its influence, 
should ever be translated into a language 
understood, or even half understood, by the 
people. Well the church of Rome knew 
this, and determinedly it resisted translation 
out of ‘the original tongues.” . . ..: But 
there is one effectiv set-off against the evil 
of translating the Bible: tew really read it, 
even after it has been translated. If you 
find a man here and there who has really 
read the Bible, he is always more or less 
an ‘‘Infidel.” The true Christian does not 
read it; he only praises it. He givs it a 
conspicuous place in his house—in. some 
parts of England I hav seen it, large and gilt, 
do duty as an ornament for the window-sill ; 
it is in his hand every Sunday at least, and I 
know one ortwo saints who carry it con- 
stantly in their pockets; and yet they know 
nothing of where it came from, and next to 
nothing of what is in it.— Saladin. 


Ler us now compute the immense number 
of slaves which fanaticism has made, whether 
in Asia, where uncircumcision was a mark 
of infamy, or in Africa, where the Christian 
name was a crime, or in America, where 
the pretext of baptism absolutely extinguished 
the feelings of humanity. Let us compute 
the thousands who hav been seen to perish 
on scaffolds in the ages of persecution, or in 
civil wars by the hands of their fellow- 
citizens, or by their own hands, through ex- 
cessiv austerities and maceration. Let us 
survey the surface of the earth, and glance 
at the various standards unfurled and blazing 
in the name of religion; in Spain’ against 
the Moors, in France against the Turks, in 
Hungary against the Tartars; at the numer- 
ous military orders, founded for converting 
Infidels at the point of the sword, and 
slaughtering one another at the foot of the 
altar they hdd come to defend. In a word, 
let us contemplate the horrors of fifteen cent- 
uries, all frequently renewed in the course 
of a single one; unarmed men slain at the 
feet of altars; kings destroyed by the dagger 
or by poison; a large state reduced to half 
its extent by the fury of its own citizens; 
the nation at once the most warlike and the 


e RE 
ttl yt he oT ee Med, 
HAMAN MAKETH A MISCALCULATION. 


So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then 
was the king's wrath pacified.—Esther vii, 10. . 


THIRD EDITION, WORLD'S SAGES, ‘THINKERS, 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biog:‘raphies of 100 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Fe achers: eptiog, Innovators, Founders of 
Wew Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
tists, etc. (who were not Ohristians), 
from the time of Menu to the prog- 
ent. 8vo, l,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g. e., $4.50. 

BY D. M. BENNETT. ` 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
. 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 
New and Cheap Edition, - - 50 Cents. 


Mentioned bv W. E. Gladstone in his work,“ The 
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” 4 

d. W. Foote in the Freethinker recommends it 
as an excellent text-book. He saya: ‘The 
manner in. good and the style is bright. The 
real ler is carried along on an easy flowing stream 
of s cience, history, ethios, and common sense,” 

Cloas. Watts in Secular Thought pronounces it to 
be t he best work the author hus wri ten. 

Amd Tux TRUTH SEEKER says: This id an ex- 
cellent book which, we can recommend to our 
readers as clear in language, trustworthy in 
stalzement, and irrefutable in reasoning." 


Order at 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 
What Would Follow 
THE = 
Effacement of ChristianitvP 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 


‘Price, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LIFE AND CAREER 


‘Charles Bradlaugh 


George Jacob Holyoake. 


By S. P, Putnam. 
Price, - - 95 cents. 


OTHER WORKS BY S. P. PUTNAM. 
The New God. Price, 10 cents. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
ite Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms 
of Un versology. Price, 20 cents. 


Waifs and Wanderings, A New 
American Story. Price, cloth, $1 00; paper, 
50 cents, **A prose epic of the war, rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day. John Swinton’s Paper. 


Golden Throne, A Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine 
Creativ spark is with him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words—the transcript of a manly mind, 
Every Liberal should read Golden Throne. 
Ingersoll. Price, $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus, A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between | — 
them. Price, 10 cents, 


Prometheus, A  Poem.. “It is 
crammed with life, thought, and profound 
emotion, poured forth, it seems to me, with 


extraordinary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. Bellows, 
Price, $1. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic poems. Price, 10 cents. 


Adami avd Heva. A poetic version 
of the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whioh its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 
For all of the above address 

THE TRU CH SEEKER. CO., 

28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


GODS AND RELIGIONS 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


| Every Freethinker wants this Life of the Great 
itnglish Beoularist, by the Father of Secularism 


Price, 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. 
Address this Office. 


SOIENOE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


. Vole 
the Bolizious Bystems of the Work! 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 


: ed. i I. EVOLUTION, ANTIQUITY, BACTERIA, Ero. BY | most pacific on the face of the globe, divided 

coasts alk eee William Durham, F.B.B.E. - |in fierce hostility against itself; the sword 

BY D. M. BENNETT. IL. ASTRONOMY, BUN, Moon, Stans, Ero. By Will | unsheathed between the sons and the father; 
„F. R. S. E. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 Cents, y 


lumes on soienoe—of  USUTpers, tyrants, executioners, sacrilegious 

RE cin stave works form Me Arst two num- robbers and blood-stained parricides violat- 

bers, others to follow—are written inja way that | ing, under the influence.of religion, every 
| 


cannot fail to make them interesting to even the | convention divine or human ;—such is the 


most oasa of oh isi PE EAT d neen: deadly picture of fanaticism.— Voltaire. . 


AY JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Entered at the Post-Office at Now York, N. T., as Seoond.cinss Matzes, 


Vol. 18. No. 42. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.| New York, Saturday, October 17, 1891. | 28 LAFAYETTE PL.}|$3.00 per year. 
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Botes and Clippings. 


Owe of our clergymen says he prefers a their little black bonnets and sedate black Hicks doctrin. 


THE news comes from Philadelphia of a | address are as unfamiliar as their old style of 


the Quakers. 


SYDNEY SurrH once said of some preachers 
great change in the manners and customs of | dress. A good many of the orthodox Qua-] who flourished in his day: They aim at 
The women hav discarded | kers hav begun to show preference for the] nothing in their sermons, and hit it.“ This 
It is mainly in the South | reminds us of a quaint comment we once 


- Puritan to a devil’s Sabbath. There are peo- dresses with white collars for more modern | now that the Quakers follow in the footsteps | heard on a rabbi, that he tried harder to 


ple who, at this season of the year, take to | Costumes, and their “ thou“ and“ thee" of | of their old leaders. 


the woods when they 
hav to choose between 
the two. 


Tne Rev. Sam Jones 
was once a drayman in 
Cartersville, Ga. Per- 


haps it was in those days 


that Sam learned the 
mule.driving methods he 
has since introduced into 
evangelism. 


A Bosrow genius gent 
to the Globe a list of 
twenty-five books which 
contain ‘‘excellent ma- 
teria] for deep thought 
and hard study." The 
Bible is No. 1, and a 
“Handbook on Eti- 
quet” No. 4. Most 

` Bostonians, however, are 
perfectly willing to get 
along without the Bible 
if they hav the Hand- 
book on Etiquet”- and 
Hoyles “Games” on 
hand.—Sun. 


Tus Rambler, a promi- 
nent Romish paper of 
England, says: You 
ask if the pope were 
- lord of this land and you 
were in a minority, what 
' he would do to you? 
That, we say, would en- 
tirely depend on circum- 
stances. If it would 
‘benefit the cause of Ca- 
tholicism he would tol- 
erate you; if expedient 
he would imprison, ban- 
ish you — probably he 
might even hang you 
But be assured of one 


thing, he would never . 


tolerate you for the sake 
of your glorious princi- 
ples of civil and relig- 
ious liberty.“ 


Tux Jewish Messenger, 


in referring to the man- 


agement of Jewish in- 
- stitutions in this city, 
gays: Not many years 


ago, if a man withdrew ` 


from the synagog it 
‘was imperativ that he 
should not be considered 
among those eligible for 
office in any of our insti- 
tutions. Now, on the 
contrary, a man may 
openly boast of having 
discarded all Judaism, of 
having no connection 
whatever with the sect 
or creed, and he is calmly 
selected for a responsi- 
ble directorship in a Jew- 
ish inatitution because of 
supposed trade  influ. 
ence.” 


A SABBATH - KEEPING 
railroad is to be built in 
Europe. 


The village of Sainte Croix in the 
Jura, which makes a great many clocks and | has been condemned to deprivation of all] to “less distant” districts of Siberia. 
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AN OLD GRUDGE.—THE SPECTER THAT STILL CURSES WOMAN. 
eee 
In Ekaterinodor a girl twenty-two years old | deprived of their personal rights and exiled 


say nothing and succeeded better than any 


man in the Jewish pul- 
pit.” 


THE famous St. Ber- 
nard dogs are very care- 
fully trained. A trav- 
eler who visited some of 
the monasteries of the 
monks of St. Bernard a 
few years ago found the 
monks teaching their 
dogs from the earliest 
stages of puppyhood. 
Not only is physical and 
mental training included 
in their teaching, but 
spiritual culture is by no 
means neglected. At 
meal-time the dogs sit in 
a row, each with a tin 
dish before him contain- 
ing his repast. Grace is 
said by one of the monks; 
the dogs sit motionless 
with bowed heads. No 
one stirs until the 
* amen? js spoken. If 
a frisky puppy partaker 
of his meal before grace 
is over an older dog 
growls and gently tugs 
his ear. All with as 
much sense as the two- 
legged pupils of monks 
and priests. 


Hartsxs of the Sabbath 
must feel glory in the 
recollections of the time 
during the French Revo- . 
lution of 1789 when a 
Sabbath was totally abol- 
ished. The national 
convention which de- 
clared France a republic, 
determined to abandon 
Christianity and to sub. 
stitute instead the wor- 
ship of liberty, equality, 
and reason; churches 
were quickly despoiled, 
civic feasts substituted 
for religious festivals. 
The convention also en- 
acted that time instead 
of being reckoned from 
the birth of Christ should 
thereafter count from the 
birthday of French revo- 
lution, the year to begin 
anew from that date, 
September 22, 1792. 
That the Christian Sab- 
bath might not be ob- 
served, the months were 
to consist of thirty days 
each, a day of rest being 
granted only at the close 
of each decade (every ten 
days). Under the direc- 


‘tory established by the 


constitution in 1795, the 
laws of Robespierre 
were repealed, the 
churches were reopened, 
and Sunday took its 
old place in the calendar, 


Tae Chilians are very superstitious, so in 
In the their latest battle the opposition sent out 


n, in a black 
musical boxes, has been long anxious to rights, imprisonment at hard labor for the] terminology of the Russian court, the * dis. with their fighting line a tall man, 


get a railway down the mountain to con- | term of six years, and expulsion to ** one of | tant places of Siberia” means the most north- | top hat and 


robed in white, his duty being to 


ften as possible. 
nect with Yverdon. At last a wealthy] the distant places of Siberia” after the lapse | ern region, where the population is very | expose himself to view 88 0 p 


iments 
man, named Barbey, offered to build it at | of that term. Her crime consisted of pro.] sparse, and where there are hardly any roads He was seen by several regiments, 
his own expense, on the condition that for] claiming herself a prophetess of the Holy] between the settlements. 
twenty-flve-years there shall be no traffic on | Virgin, and converting other girls of her age to | nearer to civilized settlements are described | volleys w 
Sundays. His condition was accepted, and | her heretical beliefs. 


Sixteen of her converts | as ‘ less distant,” and those in the neighbor- shot passing C 


the road, to cost about half a million oflbetween twenty and twenty-five years, | hood of large. cities and nearest to the free! without killing 


dollars, will be opened next year. 
3 


received milder sentences; they were only governments are termed simply “Siberia.” Whatever. 


who de- 


clared him a deity, and state that several 
pedes ere directed against him, all of the 


ompletely through his body 
him or doing him any harm 
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‘manner it was only natural that they should take 
him out of the world in an equally mysterious 
fashion ; the story of the resurrection, therefore, is 
the natural corollary of the alleged supernatural 
birth of Jesus. Not only do the gospels not agree 
respecting the resurrection itself but they are at 
variance in every alleged incident from the time of 
the crucifixion to the resurrection. i 
Many marvelous occurrences were said to hav ac- 
companied and followed the crucifixion of Jesus. 
In two of the gospels (Mark and Luke) we hav a 
great darkness mentioned that lasted from the sixth 
to the ninth hour, and which was said to hav spread 
all over the land; also that when Jesus died the veii 


Communications. 


The Resurrection of Jesus—Did It Happen? 


It was Paul who made the memorable declaration 
that “If Christ be not risen then is our preaching 
vain and your faith is also vain.” We need not stop 
now to discuss whether it was a spiritual or a mate- 
rial body that came out of the grave. Obristians in 

all ages hav diffsred upon this point while holding 
to what they regard as the fact of the resurrection. 

But wes the resurrection s fact? Like all other 

extraordinary stories its truth or falsenood must be 
decided by reference to its reasonableness, its con- 
formity to human experience, and by the weight of 
evidence that can be brought in support of it. And 
we must be careful iu the examination of such evi- 
dence. In the early ages we must remember Ohris- 
tians did not hesitate to forge evidence to suit their 
purpose. But most of these forgeries, as Gibbon 
points out, are now “wisely abandoned” by Obris- 
tiane themselvs. 
. Now, what evidence hav we of this alleged resur- 
rection? Independent evidense—that is, evidence 
outside of the four gospels? Positivly none. Not 
a solitary historian except the admittedly forged 
passages already referred to even mentions the mat- 
ter. Let if a man or a God had risen from the dead 
historians would certainly hav mentioned it. Rasur- 
rections of the dead were not of sueh frequent cecur- 
rence even in those dark days of credulity for histo- 
rians to pass them by without notice. What evi- 
dence, then, hav we in support of such an extraor- 
dinary event? The evidence of the writers of the 
gospels and of these only. And what is the value of 
their testimony? Do they agree? Do they write 
as though they were eye-witnesses of the alleged 
occurrence? Do they ray we saw this or we saw 
that?” Or do they not rather write as though they 
were merely recording what they were told or what 
they believed, and ss though they bad no positiv 
knowledge themselvs on the subject? 

It is a law of evidence that if two witnesses are 
testifying as to certain facts and they contradict one 
another upon important points the evidence of one 
or both of them is at once called in question. 

^. M. Renan, however, says (Life of Jesus, page 27): 
“When we hav two accounts of the same fact ir is 
extremely rare that the two accounts agree. Is not 
this a reason for anticipating many difficuities when 
we hav but one? We may say that amongst the 
anecdotes, the discourses, the celebrated sayings 
which hav been given us by the historians there is 
not one strictly authentic. Were there stenographers 
to fix these fiseting words? Was there an annalist 
always present to note the gestures, the manners, 
the sentiments of the actors ? 

If we were dealing with the ordinary events of 
daily life we should not expect & perfect agreement 
in all details, but when we are considering, as in 
this case, the evidence of alleged inspired writers not 
on a matter of small but one of vital importance to 
all seekers after truth, wó are bound to be strict in 
our requirements that the evidence shall be perfectly 
trastworthy. Moreover, if we were merely consider- 
ing the value of the alleged teachings of Jesus surely 
we should be entitled to ask what means we hav of 
knowing that the gospels contain a correct statement 
of the utterances of the prophet of Nszsreth. 
Barely M. Renan would not expect us to accept any 
statement, however unskillfully worded, as the cor- 
react statement of the teachings of Jesus. If M. 
Renan were to make sn important speech and his 
speech were reported by unskillful reporters who 
did not understand shorthand, and whose memories 
were not sufficiently good to enable them to giv even 
a fair statement of what was paid, would M. Renan 

` be satisfied, and say, “ These men hav reported what | 
they understood me to say? It is true they do not 
agree in their statements, for they are entirely at 
variance the one with the other, but then two stete- 
ments of the same fact ‘rarely agree.’ The reporters 
all agree that I made & speech, and the exact words 
I uttered are therefore unimportant.” 

Bat how much more important is it when witnesses 
are testifying to & most extraordinary event—an 
event which is opposed to all ordinary experience— 

, that they should agree in all the facts. 

_ List us, however, fairly examin the evidence and 
see what we hs] find. In the first place we find 
that Matthew is the only writer who says that guards 
were placed to watch the grave in expectation of the 
resurrection of Jesus. 

Matthew sfüitms that the chief priests and Pharisees 

. went to Pilate and informed him that Jesus had de- 
clared that after three days he would rise again from 
the dead. “They demanded accordingly that the 

. vepuleher should be made sure till the third day, lest 

. the disciples might come by night and steal the body 

and say to the people, He is risen from the dead.’ 

Pilate, without further comment, says: ‘You hav a 

watch; go and mske it as sure as you can (Scott's 

: Maglish Life of Jesus, p. 312). 

Thomas Paine theught that as the Christian 
writers brought Jesus into the world in a mysterious 


this latter occurrence and adds that at the same time 
an earthquake took place which rent the rocks and 
opened the graves, and that from-the graves there 
came forth many bodies of the saints and they went 
and showed themselvs in the city appearing unto 
many. The resurrection of the saints is only 
mentioned in Matthew, whilst John is silent réspect- 
ing the whole occurrence. Now if an earthquake 
hed happened such as this Jewish historians would 
hav certainly recorded it; but there is no mention of 
it from any reliable source, and as to the alleged 
darkness it could only happen as a natura! phenome- 
non at the time of an eclipse, but, as way known by 
Thucydides four hundred years before, such 
sn event can only take place at the new moon, yet 
the gospel writers imagin the Jews to hav been so 
ignorant of astronomy as to suppose that the dark- 
ness Occurring at paschal full moon was an ordinary 
event (Scott's English Life of Jesus). When 
Ohristians attempt to support this story by reference 
to eclipses which are alleged to hav occurred at the 
death of Cæsar, they are merely trying to support 
one false statement by another. Ifan earthquake took 
place which rent the temple and opened the rocks, 
the temple would assuredly hav fallen and hundreds 
of people would probably hav been destroyed. 

But what about the saints going into the Holy 
City, and exhibiting themeelvs to many? Who were 
the many? What were their names? Where did 
they liv? Why did they not go to the unbelieving 
Jews? Why not confront Pontius Pilate himself? 
Why not go to the historians and testify that 
whereas they were once dead, they were now alive? 
How is it that Matthew alone mentions thia marvel? 
Were Mark, Luke, and John ignorant of it? Or 
did they not think it worth recording? And what 
became of these saints after their resurrection? Are 
they alive now? Or hav they for the second time 
passed “through the valley of the shadow of 
death? Surely it requires very little exercise of 
the reason to lead the inquirer to the conclusion that 
the story is not historically true. 

But come to the resurrection itself, and see what 
a careful examination of the various narrativs shows. 
They demonstrate, first, that the gospel writers 
could not hav been eye-witnesses, for their accounts 
are full of inconsistencies and contradictions of a 
most glaring kind. And, secondly, that they got 
their story from sources of a perfectly unreliable 
character. 

In Matthew (xxiii, 1, etc.) we are told that two 
women came to the sepulcher as the day began to 
dawn; but according to Mark three women came 
after the sun had risen. 

In Matthew the women find that an earthquake 
has taken place; they find also an angel sitting upon 
a stone, which has been rolled away from the door 
of the sepulcher. This angel who is sitting upon 
the stone tells the two women not to be afraid ; that 
the Lord has risen and gone to Galilee, where he 
will meet his disciples ; the women then depart, and 
| Jesus appears to the women and repeats to them 
what the angel has previously said. 

Mark tells us that three women (not two) come 
| to the sepuleher, and that they come for the purpose 
of anointing the body of Jesus. No mention is 
made of an earthquake. When they arrive they 
find the stone removed; they enter the sepulcher 
(which the women in Matthew do not), they do not 
see an angel, but a young man who is clothed in a 
long white garment, and he spesks to them in the 
same terms as the angel in Matthew. 

Luke (xxiv) mentions an indefinit number of 
women coming early in the morning, bringing spices 
for the purpose of embalming the body of Jesus; 
they also find the stone removed, enter the sepulcher, 
and see two men in shining garments. These 
men inform the women that the resurrection had 
been foretold by Jasus (which they had either never 
heard or forgotten); that he had risen, but nothing 
is said by either of his going to Galilee to meet his dis- 
ciples. Nor does Jesus appear unto the women 
himeelf, as he is represented to hav done in St. John 
xx, 1, etc. Mary Magdalene comes alone to the 
sepuicher “early, when it was yet dark" On her 
srrival she finds the stone rolled away, but she does 
not enter the tomb as the others are said to hav 
done, but hastens back to Peter, James, and the 
beloved disciple, and tells them that they [:he Jews] 
hav taken away the Lord from the sepulcher, and 
we know not where they hav laid him.” 


of the temple was rent intwain. Matthew mentions 


17. 1891. 


Here there is no mentiof of Jesus having risen ; 
consequently Peter runs to the tomb, but the other 
disciples, being fleeter of foot, outrun bim. When 
Peter arrives he goes into the tomb and sees the 
linen clothes, but the body of Jesus has gone. Mary, 
who has also come to the grave, weeps on hearing 
that Jesus is not there. As she stoops, two angels 
in white appear, one at the foot, the other at the head, 
where the body of Jesus had lain. The angels ask 
Mary why she weeps and she answers, because she 
does not know where the body of Jesus is, where- 
upon she turns around and sees Jesus standing, but 
is unable to recognize him, notwithstanding the fact 
that he speaks to her and asks, ** Why weepest thou?“ 
but she actually supposes him to be a gardener. 
When, however, Mary does recognize him and ‘calls 
him master, Jesus answers abruptly: “Touch me 
not, for I am not yet ascended to my father.” Now, 
in nearly every detail the gospel writers are at vari- 
ance. One writer says that Mary came alone to the 
grave; others say that others came with her ; one 
says that it was dark; another says that the sun had 
risen; one says the women went into the tomb; 
another s&ys they remained outside; one says they 
saw one angel standing ; another says they saw two 
sitting ; one says when Jesus saw the women he al- 
lowed them to embrace his feet; another says that 
he said to Mary, “Touch me not,” etc. These are a 
few of the contradictions and inconsistencies, but 
they might easily be multiplied by a more careful 
examination. But here we hav enough to show that 
the writers of the gospels could not hav been eye- 
witnesses of the events they narrate. Aud if they 
were not eye-witnesses, what is the value of their 
evidence? It is merely hearsay; indeed it will be 
Been upon examination to rest most exclusivly upon 
tradition. : . 

Some writers take the ground that Jesus was not 
quite dead when he was taken from the cross and 
sgree with M. Renan (Vie de Jesus) that he was 
brought back to sonsciousness by the warmth of the 
spices which were placed about him. 

A modern writer I once heard affirm that Jesus 
was hypnotized, and that was how it was that when 
the soldiers pierced his side water rushed out 
and not blood. But if Jesus did not die by cruci- 
fixion, how did he die and when? That’s the ques- 
tion. And what of the ascansion? If the resurrec- 
tion was a myth, was the ascension a myth also? 
Let us see. í Arrsur B. Moss. 

— a 
Secundum Artem, 

I remember that ones, when very religious, I was 
talking with my father-in-law, who was very much 
the other way, and quoted to him the Bible saying 
that “the natural man perceiveth not the things of 
God,” eto.; when I was somewhat taken aback by the 
reply, that he didn’t care whether the natural man 
or the artificial man was under discussion. Some- 
how the word artificial, used in this connection, 
made a lasting impression on my mind. I hav 
often wondered whether, since religion is mainly 
artifice and deception, the religious man is not in 
reality much more of an artificial being than other- 
wise. - 

In the same predicament, it appears to me, ara 
many of the embodiments of human cerebration 
(misnamed thought) which characterize the political 
theories emanating from that school of theorists 
which perpetually studies maxims instead of markets, 
fancies instead of facts. 

The single taxers want “natural opportunities,” 
which means “the land, the air, the mines, the sun- 
shine, etc.;: and yet “they do not want the land, but 
the rental value of land for public purposes.” In 
short, they do not know what they want. One of 
them says that this must relieve the farmer, as his 
taxes are levied mainly on improvements. If it re- 
lieves the farmer, who is going to pay his rent? 
Does it propose to make all farmers tenants of the 
government? In Kansas less than one-half of the 
taxes psid by the ordinary farmer is levied on im- 
provements. I own a farm of forty seres on which 
I pay $12 annual tax. I could rent it for $120. 
Would it benefit me to raise my taxes to the fuil 
rental value of the land, $120, and then deduct 
the tax on improvements, $6! Even if im- 
provements were proportions!iy considered, the 
rental tax would be still $60, or five times 
what it is now. But raw land situated where mine 
is would rent for more than that. As to the air and 
sunshine, which are so useful to make “ chestnuts ” 
grow, any "silly" tramp can get more of them than 
he likes in a Kansas hay-field at present, at $1 25 
per day snd board, if he is not too much attached to 
the Lord’s Prayer and the story of the lilies and 
Sparrows. 

The fisí money advocates say they do not want 
either gold, silver, or promises to pay. They want 
pieces of paper with simply the words “ one dollar” 
printed on them to pase for money. They seem to 
think that the weslth of the country is sufficient to 
keep any kind of money in circulation at par value. 
The most prominent leaders of the movement now 
propose to issue five billion dollars of this kind of 
money in addition to one billion three hundred mill- 
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ion dollars of diffsrent kfnds of money now · in circa 
lation, making over six billions in all, or eighty dol 
lars per capita. 

Well, if the sixty billions of wealth in the Uaited 
States can float six billion dollara at par of this 
irredeemable currency, the one hundred million dol 
lars of A. Carnegie ought to be sufficient basis for ten 
million dollars of the same kind of money. Now 
suppose Mr. Osrnegie should take ten million stripe 
of psper end print the words “one dollar " on each 
one of them, how much would they be worth? 
Would they be worth anything? Would anybody 
hav any right to infer that Mr Carnegie ever iv- 
tended to redeem them? And if Mr. Carnegie could 
meke these bills worth a dollar each by simply 
printing “one dollar” on them, could not every 
farmer or other person who owns any property do 
the same thing? I mean, of course, in proportions to 
his means. 

The wealth of the Uaited S-ates is ample security 
for a number of large bills—a greater number than 
I should need, after settling home accounts and 
paying for Tue TRUTH Szxxen and its valuable as- 
sortment of books, i assure you—but how are you 
going to bind this property to pay the debt without 
any promis to pay? All other notes are held in. 
valid if they contain no promis to pay; and if the 
paper money now circulating, which contains s 
promis to pay, is not good enough for you, how sre 
you going to make it better by obliterating the 
security and relying on an implied promis? 

The reason why gold and silver circulate at par 
without any promis to psy is, that the world rec 
ognize them ss money, while the world does no: 
recognize any kind of paper with any variety of words 
printed on if as money. Whenever any nation re- 
fuses to accept either of these metals as money, the 
relativ value of that metal as money depreciates in 
proportion to the commercial influence of the nation 
which demovetizes it. The value of gold and silver 
dependa upon the demand for them fer both scien- 
tific and monetary uses; and therefore, if the world 
were to employ substitutes for them in the arts and 

sciences, that proportion of these metals now go used 

would be coined as money, and its relativ value to 
‘the commodities of the world would be lessened. 
That is to say, you could buy more gold and silver 
with your other products, and less of other products 
with your gold and silver. i 

If fist paper bills ware used ss money an act of 
Congress would be necessary to compel even citizens 
to receiva them. No one else would hav any use for 
them. Such an act would be equivalent to a promis 
to receive, and the people would be bound to their 
peyment. Thus every bill would carry with it «n 
implied promis to psy. So if is evident that fiat 
money in itself cannot possess any more (and mani- 
festly nowhere near as much) value than our present 
greenbacks, which are simply the government's 
promissory notes. 

Apart from the people, no góvernment ever pays a 
debt. Government debts sre paid by the people 
composing the government. A paper currency, rest 
ing in the hands of all the people, never will or can 
be presented at once for payment, and therefore 
governments can maintain a specie basis with s much 
less amount of coin and bullion in its vaults then 
that specified on iis circulating obligations. Only 
the ingress of a triumphant ‘anarchy, or great 
instability of national affairs, could make it necessary 
to hold dollar for dollar in the United States treasury 


against outstanding paper indebtedness, and in that 


case no specia would ba likely to exist there, nor 
would i& be needed. 

The right to coin money does not confer any 
authority to make money out of material which car 
not be coined. Neither does it imply a power to 
add a money value. A slave is called money be- 
eause of his value. Branding the word “ servant” 
on his forehead would not enhance the value of his 
services, although a custom of permitting slavery 
might do so. Gold is valuable because value hae 
been paid for it in the mines. That which is of no 
value in itself can only be made to represent value 
by affixing to it some guarantee that value stands 
behind it ready to make good its claims. 

Tae printing sad distribution of a earload of 
paper money to each state in the Union might help the 
debtor to pay, or rather repudiate, his debis on the 
Wilkins-Micawber plan; t might enable him to add 
the indorsements of his fellow repudiators to his 
I. O. U., but it would naver help the farmer by in 
creasing the eating capscity of the factory laborer. 
nor he!p the manufacturer by adding to the wearing 
capacity of the farmer. A'l the money in the world 
cannot create a want or diminish a demand. All the 
fiat money that could be printed wou!d not hav 
made the peach crop sell this year for a gold doller 
a bushel, or for anything in the shape of money that 
would buy what a gold dollar now buys. If you hsv 
what your neighbor wants, you can sell or trade it 
for vaiue, even if there is no such thing known as 
money. If everybody raises potatees there will be 
nobody to buy potatoes. The way to increase the 
prosperity of the people is, not to set the printing 
presses at work manufacturing paper dollare, but to 

a 


diversify the industries of the people so that there 
will be no excess of supply or dearth of demand, and 
so that peaches, corn, and fisx-straw shall not be 
raised to rot on the ground while linen, tin-plate, and 
a hundred other things are purchased abroad and 
paid for with money that would keep labor well fed 
and employed at home and at the same time create 
s home market for the farmers surplus products. 
Another thing that would help to make the country 
prosperous would be to make the supporters 
of superstition pay their share of the taxes, and thus 
lift a part of the burden of taxation off the toiling 
millions who do not go to church. Here in Hartford 
a new Catholie G d-houss of huge dimension is now 
being built which will cost thousands of dollars and 
cause unmeasured pollution of the publie conscience 
before old Yaveh sends & windstorm to demolish it, 
as he did to one of similar character in Bloomington, 
Ill, in 68 Way will men giv their money and 
abor for that which is not bread? The fear of heli 
burns up millions of dollars every year, and the 
eff rb to make foreigners swap their superstitions for 
ours sends millions more abroad. If God be God, 
et bim piead for himself. A. H. Darrow. 
Hartford, Kan 


— — — — 
The Financial Problem. 

In TRR TRUTRH Serker of August 29 h we notice 
an article from F H. Marsh, of Globe Village, Mase.. 
m which he tersely but shrewdly uncovers the Wall 
street “hidden hand” that bas manipulated our 
financial system the past quarter century in the inter- 
est of money barons. For the people to longer be 
decsived by the chestnut allusions of the subsidized 
press to the French assignats, Continental money, 
and Oonfederste currency, is unfortunate, to express 
it mildest. That money is the fiat of government 
and not the fiat of Jehovah all informed on the 


subject will concede, except the metallic basis, bull 


ionsire monopolists, and controlers of the cireulat. 
ing medium. In the interest of themselvs the 
province of coupon-clippers and mortgage sharka is 
to purposely mystify and mislead current thought 
as their only hope of extorting perpetual revenue 
from the wealth producers of the world. 

In economic matters, as in history. astronomy, and 
the eciences generally, we hav specially strong and 
assiduous students regarded the world over ss 
authorities, and as sgainst the unsupported intrinsic 
value ideas promulgated by our money-mongers we 
below furnish a few quotations gleaned from the 
ablest source. 

To friends entertaining views counter to these 
quoted we would suggest tiat they wrestle with tbe 
suthorities and not with the obsenre Nebraskan 
below subseribed. l 

Our ipse dizit would no doubt count but little 
with those who may notice this communication, and 
it might be added that unsupported criticiam should 
likewise be regarded. 

It [the government] may coin money and regulate its 
value; may call ten grains of silver a dollar and make it so, 
or it may coin pot metal into dollars (John Saerman, Secre- 
tary Treasury) Š 

À litigant in the supreme court of Iowa, who had loaned 
gold dollars, objected to receiving greenback dollars in pay- 
ment He claimed they were not worth as much as the ones 
he had loaned. The supreme court of Iowa says: ‘The 
gold dollar is not a commodity having an intrinsic value, 
but money having only a statutory value. And every dollar 
has the same Value, without regard to the material” (Baker in 
Money Monopoly). ] 

The theory of the intrinsic value of money has been aban- 
doned by the best writers and speakers (Encyclopedia 
Bri: annica). 

Money is a value created by law, a statutory value. The 
value of metallic money is created by law. Its basis is legal, 
not material (Henri Cernuchi). : 

Metallic money, while acting as coin, is identical with 
parer money in respect to being destitute of intrinsic value 
(North British Review) 

Money is not & substance, but an impression of legal 
authority, a printed legal decree (United States Supreme 
Court) 

Legally there is no such thing as gold or silver money or 
paper money. Money is the sovereign authority impressed 
ou that capable of taking and retaining the impression. 
That upon which the stamp is placed is called coin; the 
coin mav be metal, parchment, or paper. The value is in 
the stamp, and not in the metal or material (Judge Tiffany's 
Constitutional Law), 

The intrinsic value idea of money was the idea in the day 
of crude berbirism The simplest and most perfect form of 
money js that which represents nothing but transferable 
debt, such as paper II is only when states hav reached a 
high degree of civilization that they adopt this perfect form 
of morey (Ree’s Exevclopedia). 

Treasury notes secured by the pledges of the faith and 
credit of the government with or without interest will make 
a better currency than gold or silver (Victor Bonnet) 

G Jd and 8 Iver forever tluctuating in their own value can 
never be made an accurate measure of the value of other 
commodities (Adam Smith) 

An irredeemable paper made a legal tender is universally 
admitted to be money (John S uart Mill). 


While economists of the Robert Ingersoll type 
insist that “a paper dollar is a dollar's worth of 
paper,” it would appear their views are not corrob- 
orated by acespted authorities on the subj ct. 

S‘ricitly speaking there cen be no auch thing as an 
irredeemable currency, since any kind of & dollar is 
redesmed every time it is given in «xchange for a 
debt, obiigation. labor, or its product. 

If. as coin-basis advocates assert, money is good 


only when composed of, or based upon, the specific 

commodities, gold and silver, why would it not bea 

better money when based upon the entire wealth and 

natural resources (gold and silver included) of a 

sOlvent government? C. W. Tror, M.D. 
Tecumseh, Neb. : 


——— — 9-4 9————————— 
Shall the Colambiaa Exposition be Opened 
Sundays ? 

Yas, certainly, of course it shall; why not? 

Some one answers, Bacause it is God’s holy Sab- 
bath and ought to be kept sacred: 

It is not.&nd never was set apart by God or his 
agents as & Sabbath. If Constantine assumed to be 
God's agent, the people of the nineteenth cantury do 
not recognize the authority, and ss there is no other, 
itfollows Sundsy is not God’s holy Sabbath, and 
has no more claim to be called sacred than the other 
six days. Then why not keep the Exposition open 
every day ? 

Some one else answers, Because this is a Christian 
country and the people are Ohristians and they re- 
gard Sunday as the Sabbath as they hav a right to 
do, and being the mejority should be allowed to 


| bav their way. 


Let us see about these things—of the fiftv mill- 
ions populstion in these United States (1880. the 
tables for 1890 are not yet ready), there were less 
than fifteen million Caristians, properly so called, 
including Osthoiies, Mormons, and all of the forty- 
five sects. Instead of being in the msjority, the 
Ohristians comprise only about three-tenths of the 
entire population, and that small minority includes 
a large proportion of the immigrants from the priest- 
ridden bigoted countries of Earope. By what proc- 
ess of reasoning do three-tenths of the population 
of the country claim the right and authority to giv it 
the title ot Christian? 4 truer title wouid be“ In- 
fidel.” I think all reasonable and truth-loving pec- 
ple will agree with General Washington that this 
country is in no sense a Obristian country, and for 
church people to call it so is unwarranted assump- 
tion. r Declaration of Independence, our Oon- 
stitution and government indicate the character and 
the true itle of the country, and nothing in these 
savors Of Christisnity or any other religion, but tol- 
erates avy and sll forms of religion, but does not 
pre: cribs nor require eny. ` 

I gree; that the Obristisn people, and all other 
people, k av the right to regard Sunday, or any other 
day, as & Sabbath, and keep it in any way they plese 
that doas not infringe nor interfere with the rights 
of others. Aud no reasonable parson will object nor 
dare to &iterfere with their full and free exercise of 
those rig hts. 

If asp church or society, organization or indi- 
vidual s »mbers, do not approve of continuing the 
Exposité n Sundays, they are not required to attend. 
They hay an indisputable right to stay away and go 
where tiey please; but surely they hav no right to 
expel others or prevent them from attending. Iam 
not disposed to call nemes. I take it for granted 
you are sll genial, well-bred gentlemen and ladies, 
actuated by the Golden Rule; but if you underteke 
to dictate to others where they shall go or what they 
shall do on Sunday or any other day, you will be 
juetly liable to be regarded by your fellows as pro- 
:eriptiv and bigoted (look in your dictionary). 
R-member, Sunday is not a government institution. 
Government may rightfully exempt or relieve us 
from labor on Sunday, if we wish, but cannot right- 
fully compel us to work, or cesse work. on any day. 

The wieh and intention to attend the great Chicego 
show in 1892 and 1893 has already become wide- 
spread, and will pervade almost everybody when the 
time comss. Hundreds of thousands, yea millions, 
will taka holidays some time during the continuance 
of the Exhibition, and a large majority will be workicg- 
paople, with limited means, who cannot conveni- 
ently spare more than one day; snd ss Sunday is 
not a working-day they can better sfford to visit the 
Fair on that day than any other. Now, who shsil 
prevent. them, ond way? None but preachers, 
bigots, and ,ealoon-keepers hay any real interest 
in closing the Fir on Sundays. Let us not 
permit it. ` i 


— . —äü4ümC 
The inevitabla Cons. quence. 
From t'e Jury. 

Gaverel Grant warned the esple of the Uvited 
S'ates, fifteen years ago, that the aggregation of 
untexed property by religious g3c's had become a 
danger. Since that time the value of untaxed 
* ghurch” property—so ealled in this country—has 
risen to nearly three thousand miilion dollars! Itis 
quite needless to ask Where this scandalous and in- 
famous abuse will ead. Every man with the least 
bit of gray matter in his mi d can aee that it means 
disaster to our posterity. Jast so sure as darkness 
follows davlight, so surely will tbe continued acca- 
mu'ation of untaxsd church property in the United 
S-ates lead, in the near future. to co, fiscations at 
t e point of the sword. The smount that could be 
secured from the annual taxation of church real 
estate would be suffisieat to place avery pauper 
family now starving in the cities of the United States 
upon the fertil lands of our uncesupied territories. 
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. dis's Penknife.” 


On the Paritic Coast. 

The Special Agency for the Pacific Coast of The Truth 
Seeker is at 888 Howard street, San Francisco, Cal., where the 
paper and our publications can be found a». d subscriptions re- 


newed. Mr. 8. P. Putnam, also, will receive subscriptions 
and renewals. 


News and Notes. 


Nanaimo is about seventy miles north of Victoria, 
on Vancouver’s island. The way to it is by railroad 
through a somewhat shaggy and rocky country, 
where there seems to be littie chance for agriculture. 
Nanaimo is a lively place, with beautiful views about 
it of land and water. Mount Benson towers up near 
by. Two thousand miners are employed, and they 
say there is coal enough to last a hundred years. 
There are several churches, but the majority of the 
miners are Liberally inclined. They who deal directly 
with the earth hav very little occasion for faith in 
the skies. 

I had a most favorable reception. The town hall 
was crowded to its utmost capacity. I lectured on 
“Freethought and Morality.” There was quite a 
breezy discussion after it. Two of the audience bad 
taken notes, and the use of the platform was granted 
them to make objection. They were of the usual 
atyle, and did not particularly meet the points of the 
lecture. It was asserted that the Bible was the 
sources of morality, of civilization, of charity, and so 
forth. Also that the religion of Jesus was in favor 
of the workingman. I replied to all these, and 
especially as to the last point, and ‘proved that 
Christianity had declared that labor was a punish- 
ment and a curse; that Jesus had taught the bless- 
ing of poverty, and St. Paul submission to the 
powers that be; and that the church had never 
attempted to lift the poor man out of his condition, 
but only gave him alms; that Jesus had said, Ya 
hav the poor always with you," and Cardinal Gib. 
bons had declared that the reason for this was to giv 
the rich man a chance to exercise his generous feel- 
ing. One man must be ground to the dust in order 
that another might enjoy the luxury of benevolence. 


A beautifal doctrin indeed. I told my audience that 


what the poor man wanted was not charity, but justice, 
and when justice prevailed there would be no need 
of charity. My opponents were not satisfied with 
talking once, but wanted each time to hav the last 
word. I guess they would hav argued all night if 
we had not enforced parliamentary rules. An oppor- 
tunity was given for everybody to say his say, or ce 
for all. It was then understood that I should close 
the discussion. Even with this fair understending 
according to the rules of debate, after I bad finished 
the former disputants sprang to the floor to mske a 
reply. Well, the discussion set people to thinking, 
and knots gathered here and there after adjourn- 
ment and kspt up the agitation, while I was taking 
subscribers for Tar TRUTH Szexer and Investigator. 
The Liberal press wii contmue the work of the 
platform. It was an experiment coming to Nanaimo, 
and it-has proved to be a very successful one. Sun- 


: day morning Willium Jensen, Harry Berryman, and 


Mr. Hawkins, of V ctoria, came on the train, and we 
went over to Wellington, the terminus of the rail- 
road. Nanaimo hasa population of five thousand ; 
Wellington a population of one thousand. Tais 
also is & mining town, established about ten years 
ago. At Wellington.we were met by Wm. Gordon, 
who in spite of many difficulties had arranged for 
two lectures here. It seems that the public hall of 
the place, built for general purposes, was in constant 
use by the Ohristians, and they were not neighborly 
enough to allow the Fresthought party to hav it, 
even for one day, although the orthodox had it for 
three hundred and sixty-five days in tne year. 
However, Mr. Gordon was not to be defeated. He 
meant to hav a place—and as luck would hav it, 3 
stable was just being completed, and Gordon secured 
that and fixed up a neat little hall in the loft. Now, 
I hav lectured in almost every kind cf & place— 
church, court-house, opera-house, school house, 
log cabin, store, warehouse, tent, and grove, but this 
is the first time I ever lectured in a livery stab:e. 
Well; Christianity began in a stable, and I guess 
Freethought oan stand it. At any rate, we had fine 
audiences afternoon and evening and everything went 
off splendidly. 

In front of our place of meeting a stalwart young 
Christian was distributing bills. I received one. It 
was headed, “Which Route?” It advertised the 
“Great Salvation railroad,” beautiful scenery, cars 
first class. Prince of Light, president, and so on. 
Then follows the advertisment of the “Ruination 
railroad." Through dismal swamp, terrific scenery, 
main depot corner of Unbelief and Disobedience 
streets, specials from Putnam Park, eto. 
first time I find myself in the real estate and railroad 
business. I hope that Putnam Park will prosper 
and I shall sell a few corner-lots. The bills closed 
with the announcement, “ Attend salvation services 
at Methodist church. Subject this evening, ‘J shu- 
Who is Jehudis and whence the 
“ penknife ?” 


with Liberal and scientific lectures. 


‘country. I like the people. 


This is the, 
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I lectured at Northfield on Monday night. It 
rained all day long Monday and other matters inter- 
vened so that the echool-house in which I lectured 
was only about half full. Northfield is a mining 
town, and was started about two years ago and is 
about as large as Wellington. There are quite a 
number of Liberals here, and some are added to the 
list of Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 

While at Nor:bfieid I enjoyed the hospitality of 
Mr. and Mrs. T. R Jones. They are stanch support 
ers of Freethought. Mrs. Jones's father, William 
Fiewett, bas been for years on the roll of TER 
Truru Kerker. He with bis wife liv on sn island 
about tweive miles from Nanaimo, and amidst the 
grandeurs of nature enjoy an independent life. I 
was sorry not to be able to visit these happy Free- 
thinkers on their island home, but Jones promises 
to take me there next time. Jones tells me a good 
story of a little nephew. The truth of the story 
makes it especially taking. The little boy's father 
is a member of the church and says grace at the 
table. But one day in the hurry of business he for. 
got to say it. The boy looked wonderingly at his 
father and ir quired, Ain't you going to growl to- 
day. pa?’ My host is a Welshman and relates this 
of Evans, a celebrated preacher of Wales, who was 
asked to preach a sermon in Hoglish. In the midst 
of his elcquence, speaking of the lamb of God who 
taketh away the sins of the world, he forgot the 
English word for lamb and burst out, The fresh 
‘mutton of God that taketh away the sins of the 
world." The e ffsot, of course, was electric. 

Thomas Salmon arranged mainly for the lectures 
at Northfield. He is an enthusiastic Liberal. T. D. 
Davis, George Waring, W. G. Monroe, Hugh Monroe, 
and others I was pleased to meet. 

William Gordon, of Wellington, is an old-time 
worker with Bradlaugh in Hagland. On Sunday 
afternoon I was at the hospitable table of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Glover. John Setterington made me 
a present of a beautiful cane of his own manufact- 
ure, which I shall keep and use when I get tired and 
hav to climb the bills. : 

E. Hodgson, of Nanaimo, was my right-hand 
man at this place. His Christian name, Ephraim, ie 
the only thing, be says, that he has kept out of the 
Bible. I was entertained by himself and wife, who 
also ig of the Liberal fold, although her father is s 
minister. Mr. Hodgson is about to enter the field 
He is a thor. 
ough student of phrenology. I zm sure that from 
his standpoint he will giv intelligent discourses. 
Thomas Hodgson, his brother, Thomas Hardy, D. 8. 
Macdonald, Mr. Campbell, and J. Martell are ur flinch. 
ing co-workers. Mrs Lizzie K-mper, W. K. Keaist, 
J. H. Pinkerton, L T. Neubert, James Allen, Thomas 
Salmon, George Waring, and W. G. Monroe join 
Tue Truru Szereg column. J. Black, Oharles Osp- 
man, P. Gable, and Peter Sabiston enlist under the 
Investigator flag, and Hugh Monroe takes to the 
Zwentieth Century. The press will follow up the 
platform in vigorous array. 

I am delighted with the outlook in the mining 
I would like to hav hai 
two or more meetings at Nanaimo. I should hav 
been greeted by crowded houses. But time forbade. 
I -was obliged to leave on Tuesday morning. I 
hope, however, to see this place again and its stal- 
wart Liberals. 

Victoria is in gala dress when I return. The fire- 
men's tournament is the sttraction nd the Nanaimo 
boys win the first prize of $500. It is & brilliant 
and exciting contest. The race is superb. The 
Nanaimo team win only by half a second. 

At the Occidental Hotel I find the same jovial 
welcome. 

The Victcria Liberals are about to make a forward 
movemert and secure for a few months the services 
of Mrs. Krekel or some other to organiza and con- 
centrate the Freethought element. 

I am now (Thursday, October 1st) in the land of 
Snohomish, Saykomish, Stillaguamish, and other 
* mishes" too numerous to mention. I am in the 
sanctum sanctorum of G. E M., the man with the 
badge pin, George E Macdonald, who is now editor 
of the Ssohomish Hye, who likes this frontier life 
where s0 much is going on. 

The Saohomish Hye is the official paper of the 
city and the oldest paper in the county. Is is a live, 
liberal. progressiv, fearless, and independent journal. 
O. H. Packard, the proprietor, is a man who can’t ba 
bought. He established the paper and it is always 
perfectly reliable. It tells the news without fear or 
favor. With Packard and Macdonald’ combining 
forces the Hye flashes brightly and is widely quoted 
by the secular press. 

Macdonald admires this go-ahead country and 
people. There is always something to interest. 
The streets of this little metropolis present an ever- 
varying panorama. I am glad to say that tne baby 
is growing, wears the Freethought badge-pin, and 
every way presents s fi.e Infidel aspect. He takes 
efter his father, I think. The house on the river 
floats geily along the tide, and around the hospitable 
table of Mr. and Mrs. Martin we gather. Snohomish 
always givs à cordial welcome. f 


always been followed by greater advances. 


M 
$ 


The local academy of the place bas an exhibition 
on hand at the opera house, and by mutual consent - 
the lecture is adjourned from Wednesday to Thurs- 
day evening. The exhibition consists of “The 
Deestrict Skule” of fifty years ago, participated in 
by about twenty of the scholars, under charge of 
the Rev. Dorrena and his assistant, Prof. Edward 
Morse, whose literary and elocutionary abilities are 
well known. We all went to the ekule provided 
with peanuts and candy, and by vigorous efforts 
secured front seats. The drama of the olden time 
was well rendered, and the echool-children did them- 
selva credit and the older folks too. 

The lecture on Thursday evening was, well 
attended. The subject was Réligious Ineanities— 
Moody, Sam Jones, ete.” The audience listened to 
the points made as if they accepted them. How- 
ever, there was some opposition. I was interrupted 
in the midst of my discourse with denials. I offered 
ree discussion at the close of the lecture. A gentle- 
man, a Catholic. cecupied the platform about forty- 
five minutes. He said he was & “sort” of a Obristian, 
and evidently he was, for he said that Jesus did not 
originate Ohristianity, but that it existed from the 
time of Adam and Eve. Jesus was only a phase” 
of Ohristianity, not its founder. My critic was not 
very well informed in scripture, for he asserted that 
God made the sun and moon to stand still in order 
tbat Joshua might walk through the Red sea. In 
regard to Jonah in the wha'e's belly, he remarked 
that undoub:edly in that condition—such strait- 
ered circumstances—Jonah needed some “outside 
support —a father-in-law, I suppore. He said that 
prisons were neaded. I showed by statistics that 
prisons were needed for Christians. not for Infidels. 
The Christians fill tbe jails. The debate was evi- 
dently enjoyed by all present, and I am glsd that 
my opponent had the courage of his convictions. 
He is bolder than all the clergymen put together. 
He is a real estate agent. Perhaps that accounts 
for his cheek and his capacity of trying to make 
“the worse appear the better reason.“ He boomed 
Obristianity about as he would a correr-lot. . 

However, he talked pretty well, ard I hope he will 
be as ready to debate the next time. It adds to the 
interest when both sides are presented. 

I leave Snohomish on Friday morning. 

I hav a few hours in Seattle, and meet friend 
Wilson. Amunds, Captain May, end others. Oharles 
F. Blackburn is at the Grand Hotel, with his wife 
and mother and sisters, and the new baby just five 
weeks old—a wise looking child, and I do not think 
he will ever know what orthodoxy is. Long life and 
happiness to the son of the first vice president of 
the O.egon Secular Union. Iam sorry that he can 
not be present at the Portland convention. 

The Seattle Secular Uuion are about to build a 
hall of their own, and establish themselvs upon a 
permanent basis. The prospects here are gord, 

Seattle, Ost. 2 1891. Saucer P. Pornam. 


— — 9-4 — 
Oregon State Secular Union Convention. 

The Oregon state Secular Union convention was 
called to order on Saturday morning at 10 o'clock by 
Judge O. Besl, known as the father of Oregon Lib- 
eraliem. Adele Oochran began the exercises with a 
piano solo. The audience then joined in. singing 
“America.” Indisposition preventing Mrs. Asenath 
Cochran from delivering the opening sneech as 
announced in the program, Judge H. N. Maguire, 
being on the floor, complied with the request to 
take Mra. Oochran’s place. 

Judge Maguire, briefly glancing over the field of 
history, reached the general conclusion that the race 
had been steadily advancing, morally and intellect- 
ually, with correspondingly improving environments, 
down to that most fruitful of historical evente, the 
American Revolution, notwithstanding periodical 
reactions to worse conditions. The reactions had 
The 
state can never rise above the average intelligence 
and morality of the people constituting it. 

Professor Seymour followed with remarks on the 
necessity of the education of humanity, the estab- 
lishment of science, and the overthrow of the Gods. 
Mr. Witherspoon spoke of the spirit which lies 
behind all the religious ceremonies of the p.st—the 
spirit of personal aggrand zement. We muet, said 
the speaker, not only destroy the religious supersti- 
tions, but also the economie superstitions which are 
in the way of buman progress. Addresses were 
made by B. F. Hyland, Mrs. Ksenan, Mr. Priestley, 
Judge Handiev, Mrs. O:de, Mr. Robabacher, Mr. 
Cochran, and Mr. Henry Addis. The practical work 
of the Secular Uaion was the subject of discussion. 

The afternoon session was opened with music by 
Adele Cochran and Olea Cochran. Oles is only six 
years of age and is a skilful player upon the violin. 
The little musicians were heartily applauded by the 
audience. i 

Dr. Boynton then gava an original poem upon tol- 
ence and theology, and pictured in glowing colors 
the march of improvement. Adele and Olea followed 
with a beautiful piano duet. 

A letter was read from Katie Kehm Smith inoul- 
cating the best methods of work. She wrote: 
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“Times hav changed. The present generation is not 
It demands 


satisfied with the old-time sermon. 
something abreast of the age—something new, some- 
thing practical. 


propitiovs for us could any be more so than the pres- 
ent?” - The writer favored a closer organization of 


Liberals—that there should be a central society, that 
circuits should be established and regular lecturers 


employed, and that to a certain extent we should 
employ the methods of the church, which as business 
methods hav been pre & ninently successful. 


After the reading of the letter Miss Parish sang 


with fine effect the song, “A Thousand Years, My 
Own Oolumbia.” The audience joined in the chorus. 
A committee on resolutions was sppointed— Mr. 
Henry Addis, Mre. Keenan, Mrs. Sarah O. Todd, Mr. 
Priestley, Mrs. O ds, and B F. Hyland. 

A breezy discussion then took place on the ideas 
advanced in the letter of Katie Kehm Smith. Mr. 
Addis oritie ssd it. He did not want anything like a 
church. Mrs. Danning thought that a Secular 
church would be a good thing. Mr. Rosenthal, Mr. 
Priestley, Professor Seymour, Mrs. Keenan, and Mrs. 
Oids spoke in favor of a better organization, but did 


not desire that any kind of a central authority should 


be established. 

Saturday evening a large audience was present. 
Mr. Beal opened the meeting with an enthusiastic 
address on the future work of the Union. Ha ex- 


pressed unbounded faith in the triumph of Secular-. 


ism. Mr. Putnam spoke on “The Dainands of Lib- 
eralism.” The meeting was enlivened by renditions 
on the piano by Adele and Olea Cochran. 
Adeles best exesutions were improvised upon sub- 
jects given her by the audience. 
SUNDAY MEETINGS. 

- The convention was called to order Sunday morn- 
ing at 10 o'elock by President Beal. Music by Adela 
and O ea Oochran. The question of raising funds 
was then discussed. R-marks upon this point were 
made by Mra. Sarah O. Todd Judge McGuire, B F. 
Hyland, S P. Putnam, Mr. Robabscher, Henry Ad 
dis. J. W. Oochran, Mr. Herdee, D. O. Stewart, M. 
S. Liden, and R.E Short. A resolution was adopted 
by the convention to raise $500 for the work of the 
ensuing year. Judge Handley, of Tillamaok, then 
gave an address on Oburch Taxation.” He said: 


The preachers and those who are supported out of invest- 
ments Of church funds demand and receive the same pro- 
tection as others. When a missionarv in China or Turkey 
gets in trouble by talking of Budha and Confucius as no one 
here would be allowed to spesk of God and Moses, he 
immediatelv says. “Iam an American citizen.” At those 
magic words, our flset, our property, and our citizens’ lives 
are all freely.cffered to protect, not a Catholic, not a Prot 
estant, or a Freethinker, but unhesttatingly to rescue any 
one of anv creed or belief who appeals to the stars and 
` stripes. Excepting our Mexican war, every foreign entan- 
glement, every dollar of expense our government has had, 
sprang from the dangers and distresses of missionaries, 
whose property has paid no share of the expense. If all the 
church property had been taxed from. the beginning of our 
government until now it would not pay the cost of protect- 
ing miesionaries in forcing themselvs upon other c^untries 
when they were not welcome. but they say that their prep 
erty must not he taxed because it is devoted to the service 
of the Lord. It is used to support the servants of the Lord. 
They go to the heathen in the name of the Lord and get 
into trouble on his account, and then they call on Uncle Sam 
to help them out at the expense of other people. This is 
neither good sense, good m rals, good economy, nor good 
public policy. Let every man who is benefited by the public 
funda pay his share toward that fund. and then we will hav 
the uniform taxation that our forefathers deemed a vital 
principle of free government. 


Sunday afternoon an excellent address was made 
bv Elder Sharp of the Seventh Day Advent church. 
Hs planted himself fairly and squarely upon the plat- 
- form of religious liberty, or rather personal liberty, 
for, said he, one has just sa good aright to be non- 
religious as to be religious. The right to worship 
God involves the equal right not to worship God. 
The speaker pointed out the dangers ahead, not only 
in ecclesiastical legislation, but also in the decisions 
of the courts. He especially referred to the recent 
decision in the case of Mr. King, whose appeal to 
the supreme court of the Uaited States as an Ameri- 
can citizen was rejected on the ground that the state 
had the power to pass an unjust law and violate the 
rig ts of the minority, and there was no remedy. 
A more astounding decision was never made. What 
is the use of a general government if it cannot pro- 
tect the citizen from injustice? Elder Sharpreceived 
a warm welcome from the audience, and the ccoper- 
ation of these Ohristian allies is especially va'uable. 
The speaker closed with an eloquent plea for justice 
and for greater efforts by the friends of liberty to 
maintain the principles of a secular government. A 
round of applause greeted our Obristian coadjutor. 

A committee was appointed to consider the amount 
due Mrs. Krekol, field secretary of the Uaion, for 
her services during the past year—Mra Sarsh B. 
Todd, B F. Hylend, S. P. Patnam. Mrs. M J O'de. 
Mrs. Oarrie B Haight, D. O. Stewart, and M. S. 
Liden. The convention adjourned until evening. 

At the eveoing session the following resolutions 
were adopted: 

Wnzzzras, Jt ja self evident that the tendency of the times 
is to the concer tration of the wealth of the country in a few 


It demands speskers who can 
awaken thought and spur to action. Of. all times 


means and in all places possible, to establish and maintain 
free reading-rooms and libraries. f 


panion of man, and entitled to all the privileges accorded to 
Some of | 


havde, thereby robbing and impoverishing the masses of the 
people. 

Resolved, That the sympathy of this convention ig with all 
societies whose objects are the elevation and advancement 
of the working people. The power of the government can 
not be made conduciv to the success of these measures until 
the ecclesiastical usurpations in tke state are successfully 
resisted and civil and religious liberty secured to all. 

Resolved, That this convention urges upon all Liberals the 


importance of organizing local societies for the purpose of |- 


disseminating Secular principles, involving natural morality, 
equal rigbts, and impartial liberty. 

Resolved, That, while this convention recognizes the 
importance of working for all the demands of state seculari- 
zation, it would advise that special efforts be made to secure 
the taxation of church property, and instructs the board of 
directors to provide from the funds of the Union petitions to 
be circulated among the people of Oregon for their signatures, 
asking the legislature of Oregon to repeal the law exempt- 
ing church property from taxation. 

WnuxnE«S, We hav invited the whole world, Christian, 
Jew, and pagan alike, to our Columbian Exposition, and, 

WRHEREAS, There are millions of people whose duties will 
prevent tbeir attending the Exposition on any day except 
Sunday. 

Resolved, That we enter our most earnest protest against 
the attempt to close the World's Fai: on Bunday. 

Resolved, That, as members of the Oregon Secular Union. 
we will do all in our power to elect men to the legislature of 
Oregon in 1892 pledged to work for the repeal of all Sunday 
Jaws and for the enactment of laws making church property 
pav its just share of tax. 4 

Resolved, That we deprecate war and favor arbitration as 
a means of settling all national and international questions 
of dispute. : 

Res wed, That we urge the Liberals everywhere, by all 


Resolved, That we recognize in woman the equal and com- 


man in public life as well as at home. The established 


church has ever been the enslaver of woman, therefore we 
call upon all liberty-loving women to forsake their allegiance 
to this institution, and work with those who work for tbem. 


After the adoption of the resolutions, remarks 
were made by Mrs. Damway and Henry Addis as to 
the work of Secularism by means of the press and ita 


relations to the great. moral and industrial reforms 


of the day. The closing sddress of the convention 
was made by Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, on the subject 
of Secular services in honor of our dead. It was s 
lea against the darkness and terror which orthodoxy 
flings about the grave in order to perpetuate its 
tyranny. Death is as natural as birth, and we 
should not fear it. If half the efforts which ortho- 
doxy bas devoted to making death horrible had been 
given to making fairer and batter births for 
humanity, the suffering and despair of to-day would 
not hav existed. We work for life and not for 
death. Death will come, but we will meet it in the 
light of science, in the beauty of human faith and 
hope in sympathy with one another, and not in the 
dread and fear of the religion of the Dark Ages. 

A collection was taken up at the close of the 
lecture, and $5 for the treasury was the result. The 
audience was one of the largest that ever attended 
a Secular meeting í 

. M^NDAY'S SESSION. 

The convention was called to order by President 
Beal. A letter was read from Mr. Revelin, of Cali- 
fornia, regretting that he could not b= with the 
convention and giving it his heartiest support. 


SYNOPSIS OF FIELD SEORETARY'8 REPORT. 
Commerced activ work May 11'h. Delivered during 


following five months eighty. one lectures; 
Receiving therefrom....... ..... eere . . . . . . . $588 00 


Expenses for same time. . ee 
Received from society for distribution of pamphlets 

rep M . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 5 

Returned to society. . . . . . . e . . . . . e . . 

Secretary’s fund pledged and paid .................. obsess 

SYNOPSIS OF TREASURER” REPORT. 

Money received up to close of convention, including 

that already in the treasury. . . . . . 

This sum does not include the subscriptions here - 


872 00 


838 00 


after reported by the secretary. 
Expenses of convention . . . . ee. ETT ese 


171 00 
A committee on nomination of officers was sp 


pointed: Mra. Krekel. S P. Patnam, Mes. S. O. 


Tod3, D O. Stewart, B. F. Hyland, J. K. Sears, and 
W. W. West. 

The committee on salary of field secretary reported 
the following : 

The committee recommend that the Oregon state 
S'onlar Union pay to its field secretary, Mra. Mattie 
P Krekal, in addition to what has alreadv been con- 
tributed for her services, the sum of $250 out of its 
funds, deeming this a just debt to Mre. Kreke) 
D her work during the past year in behalf of the 

nion. 


The resolution was unanimously passed and the 


treasurer authorized to psy the amount. 

A resolution was offered and carried, that S. P. 
Putnam be paid $25 for his services, 

A resolution was carried expressing the thanks of 
the convention to Henry Weinbart for his generous 
contribution of $75 to the expenses of the second 
annual convention. Also to Dr Boynton for his 
excellent poem, and to E'der Sharp for his cheerfu! 
aid given to the convention snd for his courageous 
address Also to Adele and O'ea Cochran for their 
kindness in farnishing music. The convention fully 
appreciated their brilliant gifts, which are used in 
behalf of Universal Mental Liberty. 

The following resolutions were passed unani- 
mously: 


D. C Stewart, Wash. Co. 
J. K. Sears, Polk Co. 

W. W. West, Columbia Co. 
B. F. Hyland, Benton Co. 
J. J. McCoy, Tillamook Co. A. E Lake, Wasco Co. 

C. A. Rohabacher, Multno- Warren Caraner, Grant Co. 


W. Cope, Curry Co. 

—— Ward, Douglas Co. 
John Diamond, Lane Co. 
A.J Shrum, Crook Co. 
O. R. Ballou, Umatilla Co. 


Resolved, That in the death of Mrs. Carrie E. Fi'zgerald, 


of Silverton; Mr. Ordway, of Portland; Dr. Hendricks, of 
Albina; C. Rodgers, of Prineville; Judge Doud, of East 
Portland, the Secular cause has suffered a great loss. These 
hav been true Liberals, earnest workers for humanity and 
freedom, and they will always be held in grateful remem- 
brance. And this convention hereby extends to the families 


and friends of our departed comrades their most cordial 
sympathy. 


Resolved, That whereas personal liberty is grounded in 


the liberty of thought and speech; and whereas, influences 
of early training often cloud the mind to right reason; and 
whereas, in our judgment a knowledge of natural laws is 
the best safeguard youths can hav against sophistry and 
superstition, it ia the sense of this congress that all members 
of the Secular Union of Oregon should use their influence 
in puttin 
ries, an 
children. 


scientific text-books into public schools and libra- 
natural law primers into the hands of their 


Resolved, That this convention recognizes the right of the 


freedom of the press, and condemns all attempts to exercise 
ecclesiastical censorship of the mails. 


Resolved, That while it is not the object or mission of the 


Oregon Secular Union to advocate special or partisan efforte, 
but to call forth and giv respectful consideration to all shades 
of opinion regarding matters of public interest, we deem it 
proper to declareour confidence and hope in the peaceable 
solution of the great economic questions now agitating the 
public mind in both hemispheres. 


The following were elected cfficers for the coming 


year: 


Preswent, J. Henry Schroder. Coos Co. 
SkORETART, Mrs. Sarah C. Todd, Washington Co. 
TREASUBER, Reuben Wright, Clackamas Co. 

VIOE: PRESIDENTS. 
Lee Laughlin, Yamhill Co. 
Robert Scott, Marion Co. 
D. Pri stly, Clackamas Co. 
J. W. Dean, Jackson Co. 


mah Co. Alexander Hardie, Gilliam Co. 


W. W. Carrington, Morrow 


Co. 
A: K. Jones, Union Co. 
Mrs. Dr. Pefferle, Baker Co. 


HONORARY VIOE-PRES'DENTS.. 


Cornelius Beal, Cathlamet, 8 e Putnam, San Francisco, 


Wash. al. 
Miss Ma‘tie Blaisdell, Port- Mrs. Mattie B. Krekel, Port- 


land, Ore. land, Ore. 
Mrs. Elvia Davidson Black- Mrs. Katie Kehm Smith, Port 

burn, North Bend, Wash. Townsend, Wash. 

Mr. Beal declined re-election. By a standing 
vote Mr. Beal and Mrs. Krekel were thanked by the 
whole convention for their noble services. It was 


decided not to elect a field secretary or assistant 
secretary. The list of vice-presidents was revised, 
one to bs appointed from each county. The secre- 
tary was authorized to fill the list by counties when 
she found those who were willing to work. 


Ia addition to the fund contributed for use during 


the session of the convention the following amounts 


were subscribed by the friends whose names ara 


written below for the $500 fund: 

Cornelius Beal, Cathlamet, Wash. . . . . . $25 00 
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Rohabacher, Terrace Place, Ore... 25 00 
R. Rosenthal, Portland, Ore. . . . . . . . 10 00 
W. W. G'enn........... CCC 10 00 
R. C. Suodgrass, Eugene, Ore. . .... . . . 2 00 
Chas. E. Pease. Clackamas, Ore. . . . one 5 00 
Morton Miller, Dayton, Ore. . . rere 5 00 
C. D Priestly, Milwaukee, Ore. . . . . 5 00 
John Price, Scappoose, Ore. .. . . . . . . . . . 5 00 
P. L. Spencer, Beaverton, Ore 2 50 
A. K Olds. McMiunville, Ore.... 5 00 
Mra. M. J Olde, McMinnville, Ore 5 00 
T. G. Todd. Forest Grove, Ore.... 10 00 
Sarah C. Todd, Forest Grove, O 5 00 
L P. Howard, Camby, Ore 2 50 
F Parker, Petaloma, Cal.... 1 00 
G. H. Briggs, Portland, Ore... 1 00 
B F. Hyland, Corvallis, Ore.... 5 00 
D C Stewart, Forest Grove, O 10 00 
W. W. West, Scappoose, Ore. 10 00 
D. Priestly, Milwaukee, Ore................ . . . ... 5 00 


These are Subscriptions for the $500 fund to be 
raised for future work. Moat of them are pledges ; 
the money to bs paid any time during the year. The 
secretary is ready to receive further subscription 
from all Oregon Liberals and will report from time 
to time in Taz Terors Sexe. And it is to be 
sincerely hoped that all Liberals will generously 
respond. Mzs. Sagan O. Topp, 

Secretary Oregon State Secular Union. 

Forest Grove, Ore. 

——* M ————— 


Leetures and Meetings. 


B. P. PurNAw's lecture appointments for October are as 
follows: San Francisco, October 11th; Sacramento, 18th. 
Will lecture in California through the months of October, 
November, December, and January, state convention Jan- 
uary 29th. 

Oorosze 16th at the Liberal Club Dr. Robert A. Gunn 
will reveal * The Democratic Situation” to the inquiring 
audience. The week following Wilson Macdonald will out- 
line The Republican Issues,” and one week thereafter, Just 
before election day, Robert Blissert will talk about The 
People’s Party.” 


J.E Remesvse has just closed a four nights’ debate at 
Louisville, Neb., with Rev, D R. Dungan, president of Cot- 
tern University. President Duogan has debated with B.F. 
Uaderwood, W. F. Jamieson, and others, and is regarded as 
the leading champion of the Campbellite church in the West. 
It is the verdict of nearly all who attended the Louisville 
debate, excepting a few zealous Christians, that Mr. Dun- 
gan was thoroughly defeated. l 


662 


Gommunications. 


The Gospel According to John. 
II. 


18. Again Jesus returned to Galilee, where, after 
curing some diseases, he miracuiously fed five thou- 
Band people with five loaves and two smali fishes. 
This is the only miracle recorded by ali four evangel- 
ists. The effect of it was such, according to John, that 
Jesus, “perceiving that the multitude would take 
him by force to make him king, departed again into 
a mountain himself alone." But the other gospels 
say that he went into the mountain to pray. In the 
reign of Qieen Alexandra (78-69 Bo), when Jesus 
was stoned sud hanged, it migut bay been possible 
to establish a new monareby, but in the year 32 A D. 
the country of the Jews was ruled bv two tetrarone 
and a procurator appointed by the Roman govern- 
ment, 

19 Oa the day following this miracle Jesus &d- 
dressed s crowd at Capernsum, saying: 

Iam the bread of life, he that cometh to me shall never 
hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. . . - 
I came down from heaven not to do mine own will but the 
will of him that sent me. 
him that-sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and 
believeth on him, may hav everlasting life; and I will raise 
him up at the last day. ? 

At this the Jews murmured and said: “Is not 
this the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we 
know? How is it then that he saith, I come down 
from heaven.” 

Evidently they believed that he had & human 
father, nor did be himself deny it. But how could 
they reo acila his human with his divine parentage? 
Nor covld he himself make it intelligible, for he 
went on repeating hia former words and saying: 

Iam the living bread which came down from heaven; 
if any man eat of this bread he shall liv for ever. And the 

: bread that I will giv is mv flash, which I will giv for the life 
ofthe world. . . . Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
man &nd drink his blood, ye hav no life in you. 

No wonder that the writer adds: “From that 
time many of his disciples went back and walked no 
more with him.” "Then Jesus said to the twelve: 
* Will ye also go away?” Aad Simon K:pha 
answered: “Lord, to whom shall we go? Tnou 
hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and 
are sure that thou art the Meshine, the Son of the 
living God.” But Jesus said: “Hav not I chosen 
you twelve, and one of you is a devil ?” 

This early foreknowledge of his batrayal by Judas 
is disclosed only in the fourth gospel. 

20 “Atter these thiags,” says John, Jesus 
waiked in Galilee; for he would not walk in Jewry 
because the Jews sought to kill him.” Bat the 
feast of the Tabernacles being at hand his brethren 
(who, strange to say, did not believe in him) urged 
him to go up to Jerusalem and there perform his 
miracles. But Jesus said to them: G ye up unto 
the feast; I go not up yet, for my time is not yet 
fuil come.” So his brethren went, and soon after- 
ward Jesus also went, but “as it were, in secret.” 
Inquiry was made for him at Jerusalem. but “no 
man spake openly of him for fear of tbe Jews.” 
In the midst of the feast Jesus appeared in the 
temple and taught. “How knoweth this man 
lettere," said the Jews, “having never lesrned ?” 
Jesus answered them ssying : 

doctrin is not mine, but his that sent me. If any man 
will do his will he shall know of the doctrin, whether it be 
of God, or whether I speak of myself. He that speaketh of 
himself seeketh his own glory ; but he that seeketh his glory 
that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in 
him. Did not Moses giv you the law, and yet none of you 
keepeth the law? Why go ye about to kill me? 
E What wonder that the people answered: “Thou 
hast a devil. Who goeth about to kill thee?” - 

Jesus continued his incoherent and insane harang. 
“They sought to take him,” says John, “but no 
mao laid hands on him, because his hour was not 
yet come.” Offisers were sent to take him, but 
failed to do it, and he continued to talk. Again on 
the last and great day of the feast he declaimed in 
the temple. Some said: “Ha is the Mashiba.” 
O zhers said: “Doth Meshiha coms from Galilee? 
Doth not the the Scriptures say that Meshiha cometh 
of the saed of David, aud from Bothlehem, the town 
of David?” 

Tae cfficers sent to arrest him were afraid to do it, 
and returning without their prisoner said: '*N-ver 
did a mau speak as this man speaketh.” Are ye 
also deceived?” said the Pnaarisees. “Hav any of 
the chiefs, or of the Pharisees, believed in him!“ 
But Nicodemus, who had mat Jesus gecretly by 
night, interposed and said: Doth our Jaw condemn 
a man unless it first hear him?” To this reasonable 
question their answer was: “Art thou also from 
Galilee? Search and sse that no prophet ariseth 
from Galilee.” 

21. Having thus escaped arrest Jesus went to the 
Mount of Olives. and as he was spesking to the 
people there the Scribes and Pharisees brought to him 
a woman caught in adultery. It is needless to 
repeat this story, which is told only by Joh», and 
whieh is wanting in the earliest codices of the New 


And this is th- will of | 
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Testament, namely, the Vatican, the Sinaitic, and 
the Syriac. Farthermore, if you omit the whole 
story the narrativ of the fourth gospei is not at all 
interrupted, showing that this part is an evident 
interpolation. 2 

22 Jesus continued his declamation in the 
temple. The Pharisees said: “Taou bearest record 
of thyself ; thy record is not true." Jesus answered: 
“Though I bear record of myself yet my record is 
true.” 

How can tbis statement be reconciled with s 
previous one. to wit: “If I bear witness of myself 
my witness is not true” (v, 31)? 

Some further extracts from this speech of Jasus 
as reported by Jobn sre worthy of note, as fliows: 

For I know whence I came and whither I go, but ye can 
not tell whence I came and whither I go. Ye judge after 
the flesh; Ijudgeno man. And yet if I judge, my judgment 
is true. . .I am one that bear witness of myself, aad 
the father that sent me beareth witness of me. . I 
go my way, and ye shall seek me and shall die in your sins 
Whither I go ye cannot come. Yeare from beneath, I am 


from above. . . Yeseek to kill me because my word 
hath no place in you. Ye are of your father the 
devil. . He was a murderer from the beginning. 


When he speaketh a lie he speaketh of his own; for 
he is a liar and the father of it. It is my Father that 
honoreth me; of whom ye say that he is your God. Yet 
ye hav not known him, and if I should say I know him 
not, I shall be a liar like unto you, but I know him and keep 
his saying. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day ; 
and he saw it and was glad. 

“Thou art not yet fifty years old,” said the Jaws, 
“and hast thou seen Abraham ?” 

"The ready reply of the Logos was: “ Varily, 
verily, I say unto you, before Abrabam was I am.” 

The bad grammar is in the Greek version ; the 
Syriac reads: Before Abrabam existed I was.“ 

The angry Jews then tock up stones to cast at 
Jesus, but be retreated and hid himself and so 
escaped their fury. 


23 Going away from the temple Jasus saw a man 
who was blind from his birth. His disciples asked 
him: Who did sin, this man or his parents, that 
he was born blind?" Jesus ans vered: Naither 
this man nor his parents, but that the works cf God 
should be made manifest in him.” Whereupon Jesus 
spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle 
which he spread upon the blind man's eyes and said: 
„Go wash in the pool of Siloam.” Tae man went 
and washed and was restored to sight. 
The Greek version interpolates 
“which signifies having been sent.” 
This faith cure is narrated only by John, who tells 
us that it caused a great disturbance, especially as 
it happened on the Sabbath day. Tae Pharisees 
pestered the blind man aud his parents about it. 
The parents prudently declined to answer, fearing 
they might be put out of the synagog for confessing 
that Jesus was the Meshiha. They said their son 
was of age and should speak for himself. The son 
grew irritable saying: *I hav told you already and 
ye did not hear. Wherefore would ye hear it again? 
Will ye also be his disciples?” Then they reviled 


after Siloam, 


him and he retorted, saying: Since the world be. 


gan was it not heard that any man opened the eyes 
of one that had been born blind. If this man was 
not of God he could do nothing.” This was enough, 
“and they cast him out,” Z.e., excommunicated him. 

Jesus hearing of this went to the man and said: 
“Dost thou believe on the Son of God?" Who is 
he, Lord, that I might believe?" replied the poor 
man, “Jéishethat taketh with theo,” said Jesus. 
5 I believe,” said the mau, aud he worshiped 

im. 

24. To the Pharisees who were about him at 
this time Jesus spoke a parable about the shepherd, 
the sheep, and the sheepfold. But ss they could not 
understand the meaning of it, he explained, saying: 

I am the door of the sheep. All that ever came before 
me are thieves and robbers. . I am the good shep- 
herd and know my sheep and am known of mine. And 
other sheep I hav which are not of this fold. Them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voíce; and there shall 
be one fold and one shepherd. "Therefore doth the father 
love me, because I lay d»wa my life, that I may take it 
again. . I hav power to lay it down and I hav 
power to take it again. 

Many of the Jaws hearing this seid: “He hath a 
devil and is mad.” O ;hera said, Oan a devil open the 
1 55 of the blind?“ And there was a division among 
them. ; 

2b Again ab the feast of the dedication of the 
temple, in the winter, the Jews gathered around 
Jesus in Solomon’s porch aud said: How long dost 
thou make us doubt? If thou be the Mashiha, tell 
us plainly.” His answer was 

J told you and ye believed not. The works that I do 
in my father's «ame, they bear witness of me. But ye be- 
lieve not because ye are not of my sheep. I and. 
my father are one. 3 

Then the Jews threatened to stone him for blas- 
phemy, making himself God. But Jesus qualified 
his words, saving: , 

Is it not written in your law “I said ye are Gods?” 
(Psalms xxxii, 6) If he (David) called tera Goda unto 
whom the word of God came and the scrip ures Cannot be 
broken, say ye of him whom the father hath sane''fied and 
sent into the world.“ Thou blaspbemest.“ because I said I 
am the son of God? If I do not the works of my father, 
believe me not. But if Ido, though ye believe not me, be. 


lieve the works, that ye may know and believe that the 
Father is in me and I in him. : 

Uuconvinced by this weak and false argument they 
sought again to kill him. But sgain he escaped and 
went to the other side of Jordan where John a first 
baptized, and there he abode. The reference here is 
to chapter i, verse 28 

These things were done in Bethabara, beyond Jordan, 
where John was baptizing. 

Bethabara is supposed to be identical with Beth- 
barab, an ancient ford of Jordan. But unfortunstely 
the oldest Greek MSS., as well as the ancient Syriac 
and the Latia Vulgate, hav Bethany, which was 
twenty miles this side of Jordan, and within two 
miles of Jerusslem ! ÁNTIOHRIST. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
— —.— 


Letters to Werkingmen, 
MONEY. 
In former letters I sought to establish the fact 
«bat government was u superstition. By showing 
«he method of its origin and evolution I now pro- 
pose to spesk of the various functions of government 
and endeavor to show that superstition. breeds super- 
stition. Perhaps the most important function of 
government—the one most affecting the weal or woe 
of the people—is the coining of bullion and dictat- 
ing the bases of all issus o“ paper money. Chambers’ 
Encyclopedia says, The power which controls the 
qualities or quantities of money, whether of coin or 
psper, strikes at once every material intereat of.every 
citizen of the country which is subject to ii." And 
I want you to observe closely what it says further 
on: “A small number of the whole people, those 
whose business it is to deal in money ss lenders or 
bankers, alone keep that close watch of legislation 
which enables them to contro! it unduly so as to pro- 
mote their own interests.” Aud when we consider 
the fact that money is to trade and commerca what 
the blood is to the living organism and should be 
allowed to circulate as freely, we see what a tremen- 
dous power for evil to the many is in the hands of 
an insignificant few. We know that a scarcity of 
money always sífects disastrously the interests of 
industry and is a direct benefit to the Zend lord, and 
it does not take any very astute intelligence to be 
aware of the fact that the bankers and gamblers of 
Wall street manipulate the financial policy of the 
nation, and as long as money is a creature of law, a 
child of the state, we may expect such policy as will 
benefit the lords of finance. What is money? 
When we consider the various answers by the various 
schools of thought we find the same trouble appears 
that we noticed to that other question, What is gov- 
ernment? Oar hard-money friends tell us that 
Goined metal alone is money, that paper money is 
merely a promis to pay the coin. That the money 
property is in the gold. That government cannot 
make money, it simply coins it. That it puts it in 
shape for the accommodation of the people and 
reserves the right to do this to protect the public 
from counterfeiters. While our sofi-money friends 
hold that the money property is given to coin by the 
government. That government not only coins the 
bullion, but makes it money and can unmake it at 
will as in the case of the trade dollar. That money 
may be based upon the wealth of the nation as if is 
now based upon gold and issued as irredeemable 
paper currency. From the standpoint of the govern- 
mentalist the soft- money theory is sound. The trou. 
ble is that when put to the test the god of govern- 
ment does not pan out any better than the god of 
theology. Our soft-money friends display no greater 
superstition, however, than our hard money friends. 
We may as well make a god of government as a 
god of gold. So long as the government monopo- 
lizas the issue of money and insists upon basing that 
issue upon gold, which is ridiculously inadequate to 
represent the money required to do business with, it 
must of necessity partake largely of a fist nature 
and ba subject to inflation and contraction. Aud so 
long as inflation produces activity, as increasing the 
amount of circulation always does, and contraction 
or lessening the circulation produces stagnation, as 
it invariably does, so long will the idea grow that 
the evil results from basing the issue upon gold, and 
80 long as the idea remains that money to be money 
must bear the stamp of government, 80 long will the 
fiat idea continue. Of the two systems I am inclined 
to think the worst is really the bast. The fiat idea 
is & logical conclusion from the government idea as 
that is of the God idea, and an issue of irredeemable 
currency would demonstrate the impotency and show 
the absurdity of the whole government machinery. 
It is not my intention to discuss the various ideas of 
finance but to confine myself to the question what is 
money, sad to show that our ideas are largely domi- 
nated by the superstition that government can do 
things that the people cannot. In the beginning of 
tr de it was early discovered that a token of value 
might be takan in lieu of commodities, whieh could 
be easily exchanged for artic'es desired. These 
tokens, which aonstituted the first money, were 
undoubtedly composed of the ornamants of the 
primitiv people. Such psople always regard orna- 
ments of the utmost importance, and parted with 
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. them at first, I may suppose, as & sort of pledge to 
be redeemed. The practice soon established such 
trinkets as currency. When agriculture began and 
the real valua of commodities became more apparent 
‘flocks and herds” became the money of the people, 
while with the hunters hides and furs were used in 
traffic. As civilization grew gold and silver and 
precious stones, from their great beauty and value aa 
ornaments, became the medium of exchange. As the 
robber chief evolved into the governor of state gold, 
silver, and inferior metals were rudely shaped and 
stamped iuto coin and their value fixed. Then it 
was that the definition of Aristotle was at least three- 
quarters true. He said money is & measure of 
value, & medium of exchange; an invention of man 
and a creature of law. As an invention of man and 
& medium of exchange it began before governments 
and will continue when governments shall hav passed 
away. Asa creature of law it became the tool of a 
rapacious monopoly. Originally a harmless and 
useful invention of man, it has become a veritable 
“alub of civilization,” and with good reason stigmas- 
tized as the “root of all evil.” 
the change? I tell you, friends, it is the govern- 
ment, which has adopted it and deformed it to its 
own ugly proportions. As “a measure of value" it 
is a delusion, unless we mean to convey the idea of a 
unit of value arranged into a scale whereby we may 
express the value of commodities. As value can be 
determined only in relation to other things, it follows 
that money can be no measure or standard of value. 
What they mean is that gold having its value fixed 
by law—so many grains to & dollar—money is the 
standard or measura of gold. And as gold was 
about the only value in their eyes, they came to use 
the expression “measure or standard of value.” 
Why gold should be thus favored is the mystery 
which furnishes the superstition of money. Yet the 
mystery is explained when we consider the fact that 
gold was early monopolized by a class that has ever 
manipulated the governing power. And in fixing 
the value of gold and making it the only basis for the 
issue of money which alone is declared to be a legal 
tender or debt-paying property, they hav a lien upon 
the world's wealth and hav been enabled to enslave 
labor. Oar money is regulated by financiers as our 
laws ate made by lawyers. And as I hav shown in 
former essays, man's inherent selfishness has ever 
evolved syatemis whereby he and his class shall hav 
special advantages. A correspondent of Taz TRUTR 
Serer speaks of “money and the mechanism of 
exchange.” as being “a science with principles just 
as fixed and definit as the rules of arithmetic.” I 
believe that true economy may be based upon princi- 
ples as undeviating as the “rules of arithmetic,” but 
those principles will never be accepted by that 
power which depends upon its “thus be it enacted.” 
Men talk of the “science of politics” and the “ sci- 

ence of theology,” but the man is stark mad who 

would think of applying the rules of arithmetic in 
solving any of its intricate problems. Government 
to be government must not be bound by any princi- 
ples recognized by the individual, even as God to be 
‘God must be above the laws of nature. When men 
are no longer dazed by the “ glittering generalities” 
and special pleading of politicians and study the 
facts which underlie true economy they will perceive 
that the princiole which makes money a necessity is 
a value or promis of value to facilitate exchange. 
It may ba gold or silver or other motals coined in a 
scale of valuation, or it may be personal notes for 
value received, due bills, checks, or bills of exchange, 
or it may be bank .notes issued by mutual associa- 
tions. Money, to serve its true function, should be 
free, should be of value or a promis of value, always 
redeemable or interchangeable. I take no stock in 
“labor money.” Labor bas no value in itself. 
Labor is a factor in the production of value. Money 
should be a value in itself but never a factor in the 
production of value. The issue of money should be 
an individual prerogativ. Any man having value 
aud wishing to exchange may issue his promis to 
pay for goods desixed. These promises might be 

: received at local banks and form a basis for the 

issue of a general circulation. Systems established 

by mutual interests, for mutual protection, would 
eliminate fraud and reduce dishonesty to s minimum. 

I hav not the time, if I had the ability, to enter into 

the details of a true monetary science, but I believe 

such a science exists, and I ask you, friends, to think 

. it out; read up mutual banking and a free currency. 

Let it compete with government money. I know 

that government may seek to enforce ita monopoly, 

but I know, also, that it is powerless to enforce its 
prohibitions whenever a large portion of the people 
quietly adhere to their righte. I ask you to think it 
out—teke into consideration the utility, economy, 
and effectivness of private enterprise ss compared 
with the impotent, extravagant, and inefficient polit- 
ical institutions, A. L. BaLLov. 

Buffalo, N. Y. 


Arr the qualities which theology ascribes to God 
reciprocally destroy one another. Tne exercise of 
one of his perfections is Aways at the expense of 
the exercise of another. Holbach. 


What has wrought | 


Fifteenth Annual Congress. 


The Fifteenth Annual Congress of the American 
Secular Union has been appointed by the Board of 
Directors to meet in Philadelphia, on Saturday 
morning, Oct. 31, 1891, at 10 o'elock, in Industrial 
Hail, corner of Broad and Wood streets, for the 
transaction of business, and to continue over Sunday, 
November ist, if the Congress shall so determin. 
No arrangements will be made for reduced railway 
or hotel rates. 

The object of the American Secular Union, as is 
well known, is to secure the total separation of 
church and state in fact and in form, to the end that 
equal right in religion, genuin morality in politics, 
and freedom, virtue, and brotherhood be established, 
protected, and perpetuated. While we unite on what 
is commonly known as the Nine Demands of Secu- 
larism, we propose to emphasize the following at the 
coming Congress: : 

1. The equitable taxation of church property in 
common with other property. 

2, Thetotal discontinuance of religious instruction 
and worship in the public schools, and especially the 
reading of any Bible. 

3. The repeal and prevention of all laws enforc- 
ing the observance of Sunday as a religious institu. 
tion, rather than an economic oue, justified by 
physiological and other secular reasons. 

4. The cessation of all appropriations of the pub- 
lic funds for educational and charitable institutions 
of & sectarian character. 

The American Secular Union is strictly unsecta- 
rien and non-partisan in both religion and politics, 
but will use any and all honorable means to seoure 
ita ‘objects as above stated. It is not either publicly 
or privately committed to the advancement of any 
system of religious belief or disbelief, but heartily 
welcomes all persons of whatever faith to its mem- 
bership on the basis of “no union of church and 
state.” The word “secular” is here used in its 
broadest sense, as applied to the state and not to any 
system of religion or philosophy. 

To discuss these questions in an orderly and 
friendly manner, and to devise ways and means to 
promote these objects, let us come together at this 
Congress as Freethinkers, Materialiste, Spiritualists, 
Unitarians, Universaliets, Free Religionists, Quakers, 
Progressiv Jews, and Liberal Ohristians, and, laying 
aside our peculiar views on religious questions, unite 
as American citizens on the one broad platform of no 
union of church aud state, and the complete admin- 
istration of our secular government on purely seculer 
principles. T 

The National Reform Association, having for ite 
object the establishment of Obristianity as the relig- 
ion of the state by constitutional enactment ; the 
American Sabbath Union, working for the enforce. 
ment, by legislation, of the Jewish and Puritanic 
Sabbath on our free citizens; the Women’s Ohristian 
Temperance Union, indorsing the platforms and 
poiey of both these organizations ; the churches, 
both Catholic and Protestant, insisting through their 
ecclesiastical bodies upon the complete exemption of 
church property from just taxation, as well as upon 
the appropriation of public money for religious 
schools and other sectarian institutions ; all these, 
and many others which might be mentioned, are 
imperiling our constitutional liberties. Every true 
Liberal and patriot, whether man or woman, should 
feel called upon to aid in organizing an effectiv 
opposition to these nefarious schemes. 

All who work for religious liberty are weloome to 
the coming Congress of the American Secular Union 
in the City of Brotherly Love. R. B. WESTBROOK, 

President American Secular Union. 

Attest: IDA O. OsaAppoox, 

Corr. Sse, American Secular Union. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 16 1891. 
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Fables and Allegories of the Bible. 


[From an address before the Liberal League of Newark, 
by Sereno E. Todd, Orange, N. J. The following is here- 
with reproduced :] 

Hav you ever been in a lager-beer saloon and 
heard debauching beer-guzziers conjure up and tell 
marvelous and improbable stories, which no one 
believed to be founded on truth? Well, that story 
about two thousand devils being cast out of one 
man, and entering into two thousand swine, causing 
the entire herd to run violently down & steep place 
into the sea, where they were all drowned, is just 
such a marvelous story as one would expect to hear 
rehearsed by illiterate fishermen. Doubtless you are 
aware thst all the disciples of Jesus were uneducated 
fishermen. They did not know anything but fish. 
They believed in witches, spooks, apparitions, and 
in the accomplishment of any philosophical impos- 
sibility. This is ove of the stories that they 
rehearsed for the edification of each other, until 
they came io think and to believe that the silly 
falsehood was founded on living and incontrovertible 
fact. After a person has rehearsed false statements 
about any person for a few times, he will be ready 
to declare in positiv languece that he knows the 
story to be God's truth.” Refleet for a moment on 


‘to be water. 


the representations. Two thousand devils in one 
man! and all at once they came out of him and 
rushed into two thousand swine! What a silly and 
ludicrous story to teach to children, or to proclaim 
from the pulpit as the word of the great creator of 
heaven and earth! All sensible people know there 
is no devil and never was any. When a person 
manifests an ugly disposition, that manifestation is 
personified and denominated the devil. Love is 
often personified and called God or heaven. Hatred 
is personified and denominated the devil or hell. 
Love and hatred are simply functions, or properties, 
of vitalized matter. It is too silly and simple to 
teach such superlativ nonsense to children as God’s 
truth! How infinitly better it would be to teach 
children how to liv in peace and harmony with each 
other; how to respect each other's little rights; how 
to be honest and estimable citizens ; how to liv well 
and happily; and how to make the best use of our 
time, opportunities, and advantages during our short 
and hasty career from the cradle to the grave. 

Children (and adults also) gre taught to believe 
that Jesus turned water into wine, which was never 
done, and which is a scientific impossibility. Ask ~ 
an expert chemist if anyone ever made wine out of 
water Only? He will reply, without any hesitancy, 
that it cannot be done, and never was done. Inthe . 
account written about that temperance marriage (in 
John ii, 3) not one word is recorded to show that 
the water was turned into wine. Some one told 
Jesus that there was no wine for the guests to drink. 
Jesus replied: “ Fill the water pots with water; and 
they filled them up to the brim. And he gaith unto 
them, draw out now, and bear unto the governor 
of the feast; and they bare it.“ Not one word is 
said about turning that water into wine. Jesus 
called it water. The governor of the feast tasted the 
water and knew it to be water. The language does 
not state that he tasted wine. The servants who 
drew the water and bare it to the governor, knew it 
The governor perceived the cute 
scheme to hav a temperance wedding. So when he 
tasted the water, and. saw the joke, he said: “That 
is good wine.” He called it wine, just as little chil- 
dren put water in their cups and call some tes, some 
coffee, and some milk; and a plate of mud they call 
custard pie. Jesus was a reformer. He could not 
turn water into wine any more than any other per- 
son. He did not pretend to do any such miracle. 
But the compilers of the New Testament and the 
orthodox clergy hav taught and continue to teach 
this falsehood for truth, that water was turned into 
wine. This is one of the grave errors of the church, 
by way of teaching improbabilities, impossibilities, 
and falsehoods for divine trath. - 

There sre scores of marvelous stories, fables, or 
allegories in the Bible, which are taught in Sunday- 
schools, proclaimed from the pulpit, and inculoated 
in the home-circle, as God's everlasting truth; 
whereas, the fact is that they are simply marvelous 
stories conjured up by some illiterate barbarian of 
one idea, to deceive ignorant people, and keep them 
in subordination to a scheming priesthood. Oon- 
template for a moment that fable concerning the sun 
and moon standing still. I feel chagrined to reflect 
that untold numbers of excellent people believe that 
ludicrous story to be God's truth. But no astrono- 
mer, geologist, or intelligent geographer, or any 
well-educated person, will believe that the sun and 
moon ever stood still. Any person who has only 
an imperfect comprehension of the earth whirling 
around the sun many times fester than any rifle 
bullet ever flaw, cannot be induced to believe that 
the account is anything more than a marvelous 
story. Our earth whirls slong in its orbit more 
than a thousand miles every minute. Think for & 
moment of the power necessary to stop such s 
planet in its course without smashing it all to 
shattered atoms, like an egg when dashed against a 
rock! Then reflect on the immense force requisit 
to start such a world as curs, with all its oceans, 
continents, mountains, cities, and vast extent of 
country, and to giv every part s velccity of more 
than a thousand miles an hour! By trying to inter- 
pret the fables and allegories of the Bible literally, 
we bring out only sacerdotal nonsense. They were 
written ss stories or fables, and we should accept 
them as stories or allegories, just as we accept 
John Bunyan's “Pilgrim's Progress" as a sacred 
allegory. ' 

History certainly shows that man is less vile than 
he was once; and, if he has improved, we are war, 
ranted in hoping he will “go on unto perfection. 
The telegraph, the newspaper, and the high moral 
sentiment which is the standard of society now, 
bring to notice s multitude of crimes that in old 
times wouid not hav gained publicity, both from the 
lack of facilities for publication and the prevailing 
lax morality which would hav ignored them. There 
increased exhibits of sin cause some to mourn over 
the degeneracy of the times and to sigh for a return 
of the good old days. If they wili reud the histories 
of those days they will find cause for gratitude that 
they do not date their births any earlier. Kobt. C. 
Adams. 
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We hope that whenever a Freethinker sees an 
article in his local paper in favor of opening the 
World's Fair on Sundays he will mark it and 
send a copy to Benjamin Butterworth, secretary 
Board of Directors of World's Fair, Rand. 
McNally building, Chicago, Til, and to John T. 
‘Dickinson, secretary National Commission of 
World's Fair, at the same address. Let us make 
a vigorous and persistent fight in this matter. Our 
efforts must not slacken till the final decision is 
made, which may not be till 1898. 

— — 2 — 

Tux Bible Picture Book, we take pleasure in say- 
ing, is now under way, and will be issued as soon 
this fall as the work can be done and done well. 
The price will be $1, and it will contain a great deal 
for that amount. In renewing for Tur TRUTH SEEKER 
we hope our readers will not forget to inclose the 
dollar for it. 


o — 
Christianity Ruining Industry. 

Elliott Shepard, the pious donkey who edits a 
New York evening paper, recently declared that the 
famin in Russia has been divinely inflicted in chas- 
tisement for persecution of the Jews. The keen- 

- witted Sun bestows upon this notion the smile 
which it calls for, but proceeds to remark that truth 
sometimes proceeds from the mouth of babes and 
sucklings, and fools do not always speak words of 
folly, even when they do not know what they are say- 
ing. For there was a connection between the perse- 
cution of the Jews and the extreme famin in Rus- 
sis, though the connection was neither more nor 
less providential than any other relation of cause 
and effect. The Russian farmer, as is known to 
every reader of Stepniak's book on the Russian 
peasantry, is always in debt, is always without ready 
money, and depends altogether for the means to 

. meet his current expenses for labor at seed-time and 
harvest, on the advances from the money-lenders, 
who are invariably Jews. These Jewish speculators 
travel through the country in the spring aud pur- 
chase the growing crops as tbey stand, advancing 
the farmers enough ready money for the expense of 
harvesting. This year, according to the correspond- 
ent of the London 2 imes, the Jews had no money 
to lend, but were realizing all they could on their 
own property to take with them across the frontier. 
As a natural consequence, in whole districts no pur- 
chasers appeared in the spring, and the farmers were 
unable to hire laborers, and only “an infinitesimal 
portion of the crops” was harvested. That such is 
the situation in Russia this year is evident enough 
from the data cited by the Sun,; and furthermore, 
this condition has resulted not merely once but many 
times, as we know from the letters of E. B. Lanin 
written before the present year. This traveler 
through that gloomy Christian land some time ago 


! 


told us that many of the Russian laws against the 
Jewish population either defeat their own purpose 
or inflict considerable loss upon the Ohristian sub- 
jects of the czar. Thus there are numerous dis- 
tricts in Russia—fertil stretches of land—which are 
in sore need of workmen to til the soil and reap 
its fruits. It often happens that the corn rots on 
the ground for want of hands to cut it. The land- 
owners hav been for years crying out. for some 
measure calculated to restore what the emancipation 
of the serfs deprived them of—cheap labor ; and the 
government did enact a law a few years ago which 
has created a class of agricultural laborers who sell 
themselvs for several years, and even descend to 
the heirs of their master, should he die before the 
expiration of their term. But this measure has not 
brought the looked-for relief to Russian landowners, 
who are often driven to despair at the sight of their 
riches melting away like snow for want of laborers, 
while the miserable Jews are perishing of sheer 


starvation, almost devouring each other, like Ugo-. 


lino's offspring in the tower of the Gualandi, because 
there is no work for them to do in the pale. 

The Sun goes on to remark upon the evil effect 
upon industry and prosperity of religious persecu- 
tion in general, saying: 

tt The whole intricate social economy of a people cannot be 
violently and suddenly overturned, no matter how pious or 
imperativ the reason, without causing Vast direct and in. 
direct suffering. Spain never recovered from the expulsion 
of the Moors. The French race was unquestionably impov- 
erished in an infinit number of ways by the expulsion of the 
Huguenote. Russia surely will not escape the baleful re- 
sults of the expulsion of the Jews, and the intense distress 
of famin is only the precursor of evils possibly more serious 
still. The result is incomparably more certain than the 
falling of rain after the explosion of one of Uncle Jerry's 
kites, but no more than that does it involve any special in- 
tervention of divine benevolence or wrath." 

That such is one of the many disastrous conse- 
quences of religious persecution is indeed true, and 
was illustrated and deplored by many writers be- 
fore the Sun commented uponit. That paper speaks 
of Spain’s expulsion of the Moors, but we prefer to 
call attention to the same country’s ejection of the Jews 
in the fifteenth century. This action affords a close 
parallel to Russia's present expulsion of the same 
race, both in its conduct and in its after effects on 
the expellers. For several centuries Spain had been 
under the rule of the Mohammedan Moors, and by 
this people Jaws had been treated with the highest 
consideration. | Insulted, hated, plundered, and 
despised by all Ohristian nations, banished from 
England by Edward I. and from France by Charles 
VL, they flocked from the ignorant and fanatical 
Christian lands to that country, where flourished 
the only intellectual culture then existing besides 
their own. Here the intelligence of the Mo- 
hammedans accorded the harassed Jews a ready sym- 
pathy and reception. They became distinguished for 
their wealth and their learning. For the most part 
they were Aristotelians. They founded many schools 
and colleges. Their mercantil interests led them 
to travel all over the world. They particularly 
studied the science of medicin. Throughout the 
Middle Ages they were the physicians and bankers 
of Europe. Ol all men they saw the course of 
human affairs from the most elevated point of view. 
Among the special sciences they became proficient 
in mathematios and astronomy ; they composed the 
tables of Alfonso, and were the cause of the voyage 
of Da Gama. They distinguished themselvs 
greatlyin light literature. From the tenth to the 
fourteenth century their literature was the first in 
Europe. They were to be found in the courts of 
princes as physicians, or as treasurers managing the 
public finances. But the bright torch of civilization 
held aloft in the Ohristian night of Europe before 
long suffered extinguishment. The Moora were 
conquered and driven out of Spain by Ohristians, 
and with them the Jews lost their only friends. 
When in"this ill-omened hour the cross supplanted 
the crescent on the hights of the Alhambra, the sol- 
itary refuge of the Hebrews was lost, the last gleam 
of tolerance vanished from Spain, and their expul- 


sion approached. 


The orthodox clergy in Navarre excited popular 
prejudices against them. To escape the persecutions 
that arose, many of them feigned to turn Christians, 
and of these many apostatized to their former faith. 


The papal nuncio at the court of Oastile raised a ory 


for the establishment of the Inquisition. The 


poorer Jews were accused of sacrificing Christian 
children at the passover, in mockery of the crucifix- 
ion; the richer were denounced as Avarroists. 
Under the influence of Torquemads, a Dominican 
monk, the confessor of Queen Isabella, that princess 
solicited a bull from the pope for the establishment 
of the holy office. A bull was accordingly issued in 
November, 1478, for the detection and suppression 
of heresy. In the first year of the operation of the 
Inquisition, 1481, two thousand victims were burnt 
in Andalusia; besides these, many thousands were 
dug up from their graves and burnt; seventeen 
thousand were fined or imprisoned for life. Who- ` 
ever of the persecuted race could fice, escaped for 
his life. Torquemada, now appointed inquisitor- 
general for Oastile and Leon, illustrated his office by 
his ferocity. Anonymous accusations were received, 
the accused was not confronted by witnesses, torture 
wasrelied on for conviction; it was inflicted in 
vaults where no one could hear the cries of the tor- 
mented. As, in pretended meroy, it was forbidden 
to inflict torture the second time, with horrible du- 
plicity it was affirmed that the torment had not. been 
completed at first, but had only- been suspended out 
of charity until the following day. The families of 
the convicted were plunged into irretrievable ruin. 
Liorente, the historian of the Inquisition, computes 
that Torquemada and his collaborators, in the 
course of eighteen years, burnt at the stake ten 
thousand two hundred and twenty persons, six thou- 
sand eight hundred and sixty in effigy, and otherwise 
punished ninety-seven thousand three hundred and 
twenty-one. This frantic priest destroyed Hebrew 
Bibles wherever he could find them, and burnt six 
thousand volumes of Oriental literature at Sala- 
manca, under an imputation that they inculcated 
Judaism. With unutterable disgust and indignation 
we learn that the papal government realized much 
money by selling to the rich dispensations to secure 
them from the Inquisition. But all these frightful 
atrocities proved failures.. The conversions were 
few. Torquemada, therefore, insisted on the im- 
mediate banishment of every unbaptized Jew. On 
March 30, 1492, the edict of expulsion was signed. 
All unbsptized Jews, of whatever age, sex, or con- . 
dition, were ordered to leave the realm by the end. 
of the following July. If they revisited it, they 
should suffer death. They might sell their effects 
and take the proceeds in merchandise or bills of ex- 
change, but not in gold or silver. Exiled thus sud- 
denly from the land of their birth, the land of their 
ancestors for hundreds of years, they could not in 
the glutted market that arose sell what they pos- 
sessed. Nobody would purchase what could be got 
for nothing afier July. The Spanish clergy occupied 
themselvs by preaching in the publie squares ger- 
mons filled with denunciations against their victims, 
who when the time for expatriation oame swarmed. in 
the roads and filled the air with their ory of despair. 
Even the Spanish onlookers wept at the scene of 
agony. Torquemada, however, enforced the ordi- 
nance that no one should afford them any help. Of 
the banished persons some made their way into Af- 
rioa, some into Italy; the latter carried with them 
to Naples ship-fever, which destroyed not fewer than 
twenty thousand in that city, and devastated that 
peninsula; some reached Turkey, a few England. 
Multitudes, falling into the hands of the pirates who 
swarmed around the coast, were plundered of all they 
possessed and reduced to slavery; multitudes died 
of famin or of plague, or were murdered or tortured 
with horrible cruelty by the African savages, or were 
oast back by tempests on the Spanish coast. Weak 
women, driven from luxurious homes among the 
orange groves of Seville or Granada, children fresh 
from their mothers’ arms, the aged, the sick, the in- 
firm, perished by thousands. About eighty thou- 
sand took refuge in Portugal, relying on the promis 
of the king ; but even there the hatred of the Span- 
iards pursued them. A mission was organized. 
Spanish priests lashed the Portuguese into fury, and 
the king was persuaded to issue an ediet which 
threw even that of Isabella into the shade, All the 
adult Jews were banished from Portugal; but first 
of all their children below the age of fourteen were 
taken from them to be educated as Christians. Then 
indeed the cup of bitterness was filled to the brim. 
The serene fortitude with which the exiled people 
had borne go many and such grievous calamities gave 
way, and was replaced by the wildest paroxygms of 
despair. Piercing shrieks of anguish filled the land. 
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American Catholio clergy. Of course they hav no 


Women were known to fling their children into deep 
wells, or to tear them limb from limb, rather than 
resign them to the Ohristians. When at last, child- 
less and broken-hearted, they sought to leave the 
land, they found the ships had been purposely de- 
tained, and the allotted time having expired, they 
were reduced. to slavery, and baptized by force. A 
great peal of rejoicing filled the peninsula, and pro- 
claimed that the triumph of the Spanish priests was 
complete. 


The disastrous effects upon Spain of this expulsion 
of its most intelligent class were soon felt. The 
Jews, it is to be remembered, were the most 
skilful physicians, the ablest financiers, and among 
the most profound philosophers; while they were 

only second to the Moors in the cultivation of 
They were also the chief inter- 


natural science. 
preters to Western Europe of Arabian learning. 


But their most importaut service, aud. that with 
which we are now most especially concerned, was in 
For centuries they 
were almost its only representative. By traveling 
from land to land till they had become intimately 
acquainted both with the wants and the productions 
of each; by practicing money-lending on a large scale 
` and with consummate skill, by keeping up a constant 
and secret correspondence and organizing a system 
of exchange that was then unparalleled in Europe, 
the Jews succeeded in making themselvsj almost 
indispensable to the community, and in accumulating 
immense Wealth and acquiring immense influence in 
Spain, deprived of 
this class, while rival nations in which they had 
found refuge soon reaped: the fruits of the intelli- 
gence of the fugitive, rapidly sank from a brief 
occupancy of the pinnacle of commercial superiority 


sustaining commercial activity. 


the midst of ‘their sufferings. 


to the obscurity and stagnation of to-day. 


The countries which received the heretics obtained 
from them an industrial and intellectual stimulus 
And this has been the 
case With all nations which hav followed a like course 
The 
commercial genius of the Jewish exiles was one of 
the elements in the development of Leghorn, Pisa, 
Amsterdam owes a very large part of 
its prosperity to the concourse of heretics who had 
been driven from Bruges and from the surrounding 
The linen manufacture in Ireland, as 
well as many branches of English industry, were 
greatly stimulated by the skill and capital of the 
French commerce received a 
powerful and long-sustained impulse from the good 
relations Francia I. had established with the Turke. 
Consequently Amsterdam, and in a less degree the 
other centers of ‘commercial enterprise, hav been 
from an early period conspicuous for their tolerance. 

We are unwilling to close without introducing 
a deliverance of the wise Darwin on the results of 
Spain’s persecution not of the Jews alone but of 
every class possessing sense and the heresy which 
flows from sense. Investigating why “the Spanish 
nation, so dominant at one time, has been distanced 
in the race,” the great naturalist calls attention to 


whose effects are yet visible. 


with refugees from any religious persecution. 


and Ancona. 


country. 


French refugees. 


the fact that during the Dark Ages 


“ the Holy Inquisition selected with extreme care the freest 
and boldest men in order to burn or imprison them. In 
Spain alone some of the best men—those who doubted and 
questioned, and without doubting there can be no progress 
were eliminated during three centuries at the rate of a 
The evil which the Catholic church has 


thousand a year. 
thus effected is incalculable.” — 
— —— — cer een 
What Is Going On Among Catholics. 


It is evident that nothing could mere weaken the 
bonds that hold together this Union than the per- 


petuation among us of the languages, forms, tradi- 
tions, and sectarian bigotries of the countries from 
which our immigrants come. Such a continuance of 
foreign elements might easily become a cause or an 
aid of disruption in a time of unsettlement and con- 
fusion arising either from labor diffi oulties or from 
others. Nevertheless an extensiy movement is 
under way in the Oatholic church fo encourage such 
maintenance of diverse alien usages. It takes the 
name of Cahenslyism, after its originator, Cahensly. 
This person appealed to Leo XIII. for sanction, and 
asked that each class here of foreign nativity hav 
appointed over it prelates from its Own land, instead 
of the regular American ecclesiastics of the district, 
that they may more fully keep up foreign methods. 
Thig notion was and is still hotly opposed by the 


care for the weal of the nation, but they are jealous 


of their own places and inflaence. The pope declined | 


to favor the design of Oakensly. No doubt Euro- 
pean ecclesiastics will urge the scheme, and some ob- 
servers think that they may prevail upon the pope to 
indorse it. But we think that there ia slight chance of 
this. The enmity which it would arouse among 
the regular Catholic clergy of America is one deter- 
rent consideration. Another is the antagonism which 


the act would kindle ia the general population of 
Notwithstanding 
Rome's temerity in openly antagonizing our public 
schools, it is far from probability that she would giv 
us BO great offense on another head for so inconsid- 


this country, Protestant and all. 


erable a cause. 


Oahenslyism nevertheless continues to be pressed 
by our Western Oatholics as if with hope of much 
effect. The congress of German Oatholies just held 
at Buffalo received from Archbishop Eider of Cin. 
Cinnati a letter recommending the use of German 
between German Oatbolies, and its employment in 
the inculcation of Obristian principles. The exulta- 
tion of the members of the congress over this letter | 
seemed to be due to the unusual significance attach- | 
ing to it in their minds as coming from one 
of the hierarchy not only not a German, but 
of nativ American birth and ancestry. The congress 
adopted a platform one paragraph of which reads: 

** We demand the full right and liberty to retain, without 
interference from anyone, our German mother-tongue, to- 
gether with the language of the country. At the same time 
we protest most emphatically that for this reason the cry of 
foreignism is raised against us, and that an attempt is made 


at denying equal rights with other American citizens.” 


pope. 


persuaded that 


“ The entirely free exercise of the highest apostolic power, 
according to God's ordinance, is intimately connected as 
well with the welfare of the entire church as with the ter- 
ritorial independence of the holy see, willed by divine 
It is the necessary means in our present 
politi¢al and social situation to secure and accord that free. 
Rome, as the natural 
seat of the papacy, as the centrum of the church, as the 
metropolis of the Catholic world, belongs to the popes 
(letter of Leo XIII. to Cardinal Rampolla), who, moreover, 
used the rights of sovereignty acquired in justice and 
sealed by solemn contracts, for the welfare of Italy and 
Europe and the whole world as true benefactors of mankind. 
With confidence we leave it to Divine Providence 
by what means the restoration of papal independence will 
be brought about by secular power. In the mean time we 
will never cease to courageously sustain the holy father, 
and, in accordance with his intentions and admonitions, 
everyone in his own sphere and according to his ability, 
that right of the head of the church, and to strive with all 
legal and legitimate means to regain the freedom of the suc. 


Providence. 


dom in its full meaning of the word. 


cessor of Bt. Peter.” 


With confidence they “leave it to Divine Provi- 
dence by what means the restoration of papal. inde- 
pendence will be brought about by secular power.” 
We would suggest that Divine Providence restore to 
Instead of 
calling in "secular power," why not entreat Provi- 
dence into vindicating bis vicar's rights by a spiritual 
host, at which -miracle an unbelieving age would 


Mr. Pecci his property by divine power. 


indeed hasten"back to the fold of faith! 
3 a gro 


Well Pleased With the Exchange. 


A subscriber to the late Freethought writes ex- 
pressing his opinion of the change. We hope that 


all the others will agree with him; and he says: 
„ Crist, Es Paso County, Tzx., Sept. 27, 1891. 


„ TRUTEH Seeker Co., New York City: Iam now getting 


TRR TRUTRH SkRKER in the place of Freethought, and am 
much pleased with theexchange. Consider mea permanent 
subscriber and ‘may you liv long and prosper. There are 
eighty to one hundred thousand so-called reverend clergy 
in these United States, lazy blood-suckers, making their 
living out of the ignorance and superstition of the masses. 
Let us ‘turn the rascals out’ and force them to some 
honest work. Inclosed find $2 for à copy of The Free. 
thinkers’ Pictorial Text-Bonk,’ which I hope soon to hay 
the pleasure of receiving through the mail. 

“Yours very truly, m. 8. G. ETHERIDGE.” “ 


We. may add some of the sentiments of the 
congress on another matter, the situation of the 
These German Catholics, like Catholics in 
all nations, continue firm in the belief that the pope 
must hav part of Italy's soil given back to him; but 
we think their notions queer enough, for what has the 
possession of a piece of ground to do with the proper 
administering of spiritual institutions which belong 
to quite another world? Nevertheless, these good 
servants of “the servant of servants” are fixedly 
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" Editorial Notes. 
Moszs HARMAN expecta to be put on trial again at the 
November term of court. It would be a wise thing for the 


district attorney to discontinue these cases and let an old 


man whose only thought is to do good finish his days in 
peace. The United States will never gain in reputation by 
being the tool of a lot of unprincipled scoundrels who make . 
a living by hounding men whose wickedest thought is 
purer than their best. In Europe once the state went into 
partnership with the church in the persecution business, but 
it gained only in disrepute. Civilization looks back upon 
that time with horror, and reviles the government as well as 
the churches. ` 


One of the Sun's Answers to Correspondents reads thus: 
„„The question of the inspiration of the scriptures is still 
open. Modern study is playing havoc with the Old Testa- 
ment, according to some persons; according to others, it isn’t. 
Some of the stories of the Old Testament, if told on any 
other authority than one which all Christians are trained to 
believe in, would be laughed at as ‘whoppers.’ There is, 
however, no reason to think that the writers of the Bible 
were any more literal and less given to exaggeration than 
their descendants and countrymen of to-day.” Rather plain, 
that. Did not the Sun’s editorial writer who indited these 
‘lines overstep just a little that thrifty hedging line of policy 
in things religious which it had theretofore so deftly 
followed ? 


Tax latest historian of Portugal, S. Morse Stephens, says 
of that nation: ** When greatness had been achieved history 
runs into an abrupt decline. From her place as first of 
nations she fell to one in which her political importance in 
the councils of Europe counted no more than her area had 
counted in the area of Europe. Luxury joined to absolutism 
on the one hand and religious bigotry preached by inquis- 
itors and fostered by an ignoble race of kings lost for Portu- 
gal the position which had been won for her by Alfonso and 
John, by Albuquerque and Vasco da{Gama.” A similar 
melancholy passage i8 to be found in the history of every 
nation that has allowed the Christian church the ascendency 
which she always so eagerly seeks. Religious bigotry 
preached by inquisitors and fostered by an ignoble race of 
kings” has furnished the chapters of disaster in the annals 
of the Roman empire, Spain, Italy, France, Ireland, Greece, 
Russia, and many another land. It has put upon the record 
of this nation those disgraceful stains, the chroniclings of 
the witch-murders and heretic.tortures of New England. It 
will do the same again if it is given the power. 


WE congratulate the legal fraternity of this city as much 
as we must condole with the heretics of the same burg upon 
the adoption of the law as a profession by Hugh O. Pente- 
cost, the Anarchist editor of the Twentieth Century. For 
Mr. Pentecost in taking up law must abandon the platform, 
and will not be heard at Chickering Hall this winter. This 
is a cause for regret, for when he turned his attention to the 
religion he had left Mr. Pentecost was eloquent and convinc- 
ing on the side of right. He has studied law for the pur- 
pose, he told a Herald reporter, of earning money to support 
his family in the style to which they hav been accustomed. 
"Iam unwilling,” he said, to be very poor if I can help 
myself, and still more unwilling to drag my wife and 
children into poverty. No doubt my practicing law is 
inconsistent with my opinions, but in this case I choose to 
be 80 far inconsistent rather than to suffer want if Ican 
‘help myself. Perhaps it would be more glorious if I should 
become a martyr, but I am not of the stuff of which martyrs 
are made, unless I could see that by sacrificing myself I 
could help some one else. But Ido not see how any good 
could come to anyone by my being a martyr.” 


Lov» are the lamentations which in these days arise from 
every man of sense at the infiiction upon him in every paper 
he picks up of fulsome adulation of the pope upon his 
Labor encyclical. Machinating bishops and donkeyish peo- 
ple find no words exalted enough to convey their sense of the 
merits of that maundering and misty farrago. The nine 
Catholic bishops of the New York province say: „As soon 
as we received your excellent encyclical on the condition of 
labor we thanked God with fervent hearts that amid the 
darkness occasioned by erroneous opinions he had shed upon 
us a light so powerful. We cannot congratulate ourselva 
too frequently on having so great a chief and master in 
expounding the truths of faith and reason.” Faith is indeed 
well expounded in the document, which is mostly taken up 
with exhortations to place faith in the church for the proper 
conduct of the social issue. But as to the ‘ reason,” there is 
in it a reason for nothing, a rationalé or justification of none 
of the principles dogmatically laid down. Archbishop Corri- 
gan of New York declares: ‘‘ Bo great is the force of 
genius which illumins it, 80 great the knowledge of social 
affairs, so great, in fine, is its clearness In defining and 
upholding the principles of the right of private property in 
land, and itg justice in determining the rights and duties of 
the rich and poor, its wisdom in suggesting remedies for the 
evils which sorely vex the civil relationship of men in our 
day, that it is held second to no encyclical letter ever penned 
by the supreme pontiffs.” After this the archbishop, with 
his mind on his own troubles with McGlynn and his land 
theory, feelingly continues: ‘If to one in particular of all 
the bishops of the country the words of your holiness appear 
most opportune it is to me, to whom that part of the Lord’s 
flock by the benignity of your holiness has been intrusted, 
which is more exposed to the sophisms of. the Socialists, and 
who must sustain against them a more ceaseless contention.” 
Disgraceful instance. is this whole glorification of Pecci's 
boring production, of what Shakspere lamenta as ‘ gilded 
honor shamefully misplaced.” 
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Heiters from friends. 


The Spirit That You Eufranchise Will Thank You. 
FRANKLIN, ILL., Sept. 28, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: You will find inclosed $10—5 for my sub- 
scription for Taz TRUTH SEEKER for two years, and $5 for 
the benefit of the good old paper. It suits me. I cannot 
see how it could be improved. With good wishes for its 
welfare, I remain, Your well-wisher, Exo s Soort. 


Each Freethinker Should Enlighten One New Mind 
Yearly. 
New HARTFORn, II., Sept. 21, 1891. 
Mr. EprroE : I should hav renewed subscription Septem- 
ber 218t, but wanted to send one new subscriber this year as 
well as last, and at that time had failed to get one. We all 
ought to get one new subscriber every year for the best 
paper under the gun, and if we hustle I believe we can do 
it. Mex PROE. 


Congenial “ Souls? Wanted in Baltimore. 
1702 HARLEM AVE., BALTIMORE, MD., Sept. 27, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: I see no notice of Liberal meetings in Balti. 
more in THz TRUTH Bzxxxz. Will some older resident of 
the city who takes the paper kindly inform me, personally 
or through its columns, where to find Liberals, as I am lone- 
some in this God——ly city. „Josian FRIEND. 


Those Fair Gates Shall Be Opened. 
Kent, O., Oct. 1, 1891. 
Mr. EprroR: Glad you are trying to rouse the American 
Secular Union to action in defense of our common rights, 
assailed by the narrow-minded who are trying to close the 
World's Fair to the people Sunday. I propose to attend the 
adjacent county fairs this and the coming weeks to canvass 
for signatures to our petition for Sunday opening. 
Maurus HEIdRTOR, Secretary Kent Secular Union. 


Wanted—An Editor. 

New Lokk, N. Y., Oct. 5, 1891. 
MR. EprTOR: A few weeks since an article in your paper 
suggested a contribution for its support. Pardon a sub- 
scriber for suggesting that what it most wanta is an editor 
able and willing to write one or two good stirring artícles 
and reviews each week on the current religious events— 
absurdities and news—and other good, spicy, and truthful 
contributions, which would bring subscribers and funds. It 
is not now edited but made up of correspondence—some 

very good, some trash—and scissors. A WELL-WISHER. 


A Small Missionary Edition Proposed, 
NASHVILLE, TENN., Sept. 24, 1891. 

Mr. Epor: It seems to mea good idea would be to 
publish a small sheet, the midget TRUTH SEEKER, with most 
of the type set. I think it would be at a low rate. T would 
subscribe for say one hundred per week for free distribution 
to children. Likely hundreds of other men would do the 
same. I think this would be the best plan. I put out over 
one thousand cards every week and am doing the best I 
know how. . Yours truly, W. W. Wirxison, SR. 


An Earnest Laborer in the Vineyard. 

Leroy, Ia., Sept. 22, 1891. 
Mz. Eprron: You will herein find $3 to pay for the 
greatest paper on earth, so faras I know. I must hav 
the paper. Itis always the first thing I call for when I come 
home from a trip—that is, after kissing my wife and child 
and putting my team in the barn. I shall always do all I 
am able for Tux TaurH Seeker and mental freedom. If 
you willsend me anything for free distribution, I will 
handle it in the best and most telling way and manner pos- 
sible. You hav some good contributors that must never 
drop the flag until there are a plenty more of fiag-bearers 

to take their places. Franx Cock. 


Liberals Must Be Aggressiv—If Need Be, Abusiv! 
TURNER, ORE., Sept. 27, 1891. 
Mr. Evitor: If you see proper to send sample pages— 
pictures and text—of the Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book” I will distribute them where they will do good” 


around here, and see if any can be sold. This is a smal) | 


country town, with not many religious people, and very 
few Liberals. Almost all the non-religionists are non- 
committal also. Policy? Very poor. Religion alwaye 
persecutes the timid. If Liberals would stand up and 
fight, organize and carry the war into Africa,” they would 
be astonished at the weakness of the enemy. I think that 
Liberals should be aggressiv, and, if need be, abusiv as well. 


Respectfully yours, F. S. MaTTEBON. 


A Philosophie Thinker. 
Port Huron, Mios., Sept. 28, 1891. 

Mr. Eorrong: I am a poor old man, but hav had the 
pleasure of reading your paper, with which I was much 
gratified. I would do al) in my power to hav it circulated 
throughout these United States as well as all other 
countries in thís world, for I consider it the true harbinger 
of peace on earth and good will toward mankind. I too am 
one of those outrageous beings that do not believe there 
ever existed any power that could create something out of 
nothing. But.I am here without my own will, forced into 
existence and.forced through it and will be forced out of it 
regardless of my will, and am obliged to fioat in the general 
eurrent—forced into the world and forced through it and 
forced out of it by some power I am not acquainted with. 


It was a strife when I drew my first breath. It is a struggle 
going through, and will be a struggle going out of this 
existence. But I do not expect I can carry any of my ideas, 
principles, sentiments, or disposition away from this world 
as long as the centrifugal force is stronger than the centrip- 
etal force and nothing can be annihilated. All I hav I hav 
imbibed from others and in turn others will imbibe from me 
—nothing but that old immutable principle of transmigra- 
tion; I always was and shall always remain to be a part of 
this world both physically and mentally. 

Your poor but honest friend, Sens C. CARPENTER. 

We Wish Everyone to Do This. 
PnarLADELPHIA, PA, Sept. 30, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: Please send me some of the specimen sheets 
of the ** Freethinkere' Pictorial Text. Book mentioned in 
Tur Terura Bgzxzxa of September 18ch, and I will distribute 
them where they will hav their weight felt. If I can induce 
any of my friends to purchase the book I shall certainly do 
so. I think Tok TRUrR Szexer is one of the best Free- 
thought papers in this country, if not the best. Iam not a 
subscriber, although I take (purchase) it every week from 
Mr. George Longford, who, as well as myself, isa member of 
the Philadelphia Liberal League. Hoping to be of some 
service to you in the future, I remain, 

Yours courteously, 


—— 


Both Right—The Word Has Both Meanings. 

CLEVELAND, O., Oct. 4; 1891. 
Mr. Epitor: Having been a subscriber for Taz TRUTH 
SzzxxR for nearly one year and a half I take the liberty of 
writing a few lines. Does the word Jews indicate persons 
88 believers in a certain religion or does it mean Jews as & 
nation?” This subject was brought up in the shop Iam 
employed at, and there are some Christians there who 
claimed that a Jew remains a Jew wherever he goes 
and as long as he livs, because derived from the Jewish 
nation. The Freethinkers claimed, contrary to that, that 
a Jew does not remain a Jew wherever he goes and as long 
as he livs, and hav given simple proof for the same by say- 
ing that at the time of the census the statistics show the 
Jews not as a nation but as a religion. But this causing a 
good deal of argument, I hav promised them I will write to 
Tue TRUTH BrrzkER and ask its opinion and also its 

readers’. Iam yours in liberty and Freethought, 
J. ROSENBERG. 


Gsoras M. FRINK. 


Where He Would Giv Bread, They Choose a Stone. 
BELLWOOD, ORE., Sept. 21, 1891. 

Mx. Epiror: You seem to think that it is no trouble to | 
find folks to read and subscribe for Liberal papers and 
books. But I hav offered time and again to pay for 
THE TRUTH SkRKRR free of charge if they would read it 
through. But. so far no one has agreed to that. But four 
weeks ago a preacher came here and told that he had 
been a drunkard and a gambier and all the rest, and he con- 
verted about fifty people to the gospellies. I did not hear 
him. But to-day I was told that he had baptized fifteen in 
the river and converted eleven to the Methodist and four to 
the Presbyterian faith. As to the balance, twenty, I could 
not learn where they joined in. He seems to be as free and 
easy as ever. Now, to reflect ona lot of people of that kind, 
what would you expect to do with such stuff ? 

In Tae TaurH SRRRRR for September 12th, A. D. Swan, 
Kent, O, says that he is glad he live under a government 
where he has liberty to express his sentiments. After he has 
said how he wished to use accumulated wealth, be has 
forgotten his own remarks about the Anarchists in 1887. 

H. L. LINDELEAF. 


Let Us Unite in Prayer for Such Good Ends. 
. Vernon, Tex., Sept. 18, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed $3.50 to renew my 
eubscription and purchase the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL AND 
FREETHINKER'S ALMANAO and Liberal? Hymn Book." On 
with the good work. I hope to liv to see Freethought 
spread from center to circumference of the globe on which 
weliv. Iam at home only when in its atmosphere. Chris. 
tian ground seems to be stagnant with a deadly malaria 
which stupefies or stultifies the human intellect, and chokes 
up with superstition every avenue to a grander and higher 
civilization. The best remedy for all such ailments that J 
know of is Taz TRUTRH SEEKER. It possesses the peculiar 
properties to cleanse and eradicate from the brain all germs 
of ignorance and folly, to revivify and huild up the dwarfed 
intellect, and prepare the recipient for a higher and nobler 
struggle for the freedom of humanity from the thralldom of 
‘ignorance and stupidity. That this may be the happy lot of 
all who take THE TRUTH SEEKER let us all unite in prayer 
Success to the grand old TRUTH SEEKER and kindest regards 
to its whole corps of writers. With anxiety for the future 
of Freethought, I am truly yours, A. F. MARTIN. 


Tricks of the Theological Trade. 
Inpustey, Kaw.. Sept. 30, 1891. 

Mn. Eprror: I send you two marked newspapers for 
you to observe. You will notice how ‘‘worldly” the 
churches are in this Western country. They will do any- 
thing to get up an amusement for the benefit of the church. 
As a church-member told me some years ago in Illinois 
about another denomination, if they were not ashamed and 
it people would not look upon it as a disgrace, they would 
run a house of prostitution for the benefit of the church. 
And so they would. I find in traveling through this West- 
ern country and noticing the drift of the churches that they 
will stoop to any dirty, mean trick, or get up any kind of 
amusement or lottery game, to get money out of the people. 


It has got so nowadays the bigger the hypocrits the better 
Christians they are. I hav often thought that it must cer- 
tainly be amusing indeed to their God, J. Christ & Co., to look 
down from above and see their chosen people enjoying 
themselvs in a cancan, or something similar to it, for the 
benefit and glory of the abovesaid Company. -But whenever 
8 person approaches them on the subject of the Bible and 
Christianity and tells them the honest truth about it, they 
are ready to persecute and call you a blackguard and a blas- 
phemer. I hav said many times, if there is an infinit God 
and he can do all things and has any decency or justice 
about him he certainly ought to blot all the churches and 
their doings out of existence for the good of the people. 

But then we must believe and do as they do or be damned. 
Therefore great is the mystery of godliness, : 

I made a lengthy reply to Rev. A. Solt, and I presume he 
is offering up prayers mightily for me, for I know he will 
certainly think I was inspired by Old Splitfoot when I wrote . 
that letter. J. B. Wise. 


A Gallant Move Which Should Be Imitated. 
CARNTSVILLR, O, Sept., 1891. 
. Mer. ‘Eprror: With permission of your columns, I wish 
to present a few thoughts touching the aspect of the cause 
of mental and moral liberty in this part of the domain of 
Uncle Sam. For several years there hav been a few of us 
struggling against the tide of superstition and tomfoolism, and 
making but little progress in consequence of the opposition 
of the followers of the great “Iam.” One difficulty has been 


| a hall or place to meet where we can discuss the glorious truths 


of Rationalism untrammeled by the fetters of superstition. It 
seems that old Mother Grundy possesses such a power of 
influence that even when there is a will on the part of some 
to cut loose from the bonds of ecclesiastical dogmatism they 
hesitate, and ask themselvs the question, How will I stand 
in the eyes of popular opinion if I cease to be a slave?" 
Two years ago the writer was engaged to deliver a lecture 
on Why Am I a Liberal?” and a hall was engaged at 
Quincy, the nature of the lecture being explained to the 
owner. But no sooner was the announcement made than the 
pious hypocrits of the church raised their holy hands, and 
put a veto on further proceedings, and the cowardly owner 
went back on his word and refused us the use of the hall, 
and thereby defeated the object of the meeting. Some time 
ago I received a letter from J. R. Charlesworth, announcing 
that he was about to undertake a lecturing tour, and asking 
me to arrange for a lecture. Remembering the futility of 


'| previous effort, I was about to reply with a negativ. when 


I chanced to meet a few of the leading Liberals of Quincy, 
and stated the facts to them, and was authorized by them to 
write to Mr. Charlesworth to come ahead and they would 
secure a hall. I accordingly wrote him and he made the 
announcement in Taz TRUTH ÜzzkxsB, Quincy, September 
91st and 22d. But now, when a committee called upon Mr. 
Leach and announced the object for which they desired the 
hall, he raised his hands in holy horror, and gave them to 
understand that no Infidel should speak in his hall. Being 
again defeated, Mr. J. M. Putnam, an ex-commissioner of 
the county, who has served with credit, à man of undoubted 
integrity, came to see me and to ask what further we could 
do. My advice was to buy an unseated hall, for sale in our 
town (Carysville), and be independent. Well, the sequel 
was, the hall was bought, Mr. Geo. Dormire being the pur- 
chaser, and donated to the use of the Freethinkers. Mr. 
Charlesworth was here and gave us two lectures, The 
Philosophy of Secularism” and Why I Do Not Believe in 
God.” We hav had a rattling of the dry bones of supersti- 
tion. Maledictions of rage are heard on the corners. The 
spirit of the Inquisition has taken hold of the minds of the 
saints, and only for the lack of power the Auto. da. fe would 
be re-erected. But let the holy smoke ascend. We hav 
come to stay. We expect to organize here soon, and invite. 
all who hav failed to be saved by being washed in the blood 
of the lamb to come to Carysville and be soused inthe pool 
of reason and common sense. P. H. MoDrosxy. 


For Persons Interested in Cryptograms. 


Onzaon, Mo., Sept. 27, 1891. 

MR. Eprron: The light avd scornful treatment given to 
Donnelly on account of his efforts to solve the mystery of 
the cryptogram is of a piece with the treatment given to all 
great discoveries and announcements that tend to shake 
established beliefs. But those who are accustomed to 
judicial methods of weighing evidence understand that more 
weight is to be given to the affirmations of those who claim 
to be witnesses of actual facts than to the denials of those 
who hav given either no attention or but a careless glance at 
them. Thus the testimony of one person who declares Le . 
heard a clock strike outweighs that of several who say they 
did not hear it strike, assuming that one to be competent 
and disinterested. Concerning this cryptogram hundreds of 
intelligent persons (Shaksperians) hav given to the work of 
Donnelly but slight attention, a mere surface observation, 
aud hav declared either that there is nothing in it or else 
something of no great importance. Then again, few hav 
access to the original or fac simile famous edition of the 
cryptogram. And therefore the importance of the subject 
is not appreciated save bv a few who hav carefully studied 
the works of Donnelly. Very many who had at first given 
ear to his statements when they heard he had withheld a 
full explication of the secret of the cryptogram dismissed 
the whole subject as a humbug of this age of ‘humbugs. 
But no one who has ever carefully perused the work of 
Donnelly will deny that the cryptogram is one of the greatest 
wonders of this age. And like all great truths it must win 
more and more believers as time passes. The wonder is not 
that & story is concealed within some of the plays, but the 
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thing in itself outranks the most wonderful of the seven 
‘wonders of the world. Many who would examin are re- 
pelled by the appearance of so many figures, as was 
the writer. But after all, there is only one number played on 
by three or four others variously in order to elucidate each 
story. And after one story is told perhaps another root 
number,” as Donnelly calls it, is taken and played upon by 
perhaps: the same few numbers to. bring out another 
story. And 80 chapter after chapter is drawn forth, and all 
out of some two, four, or six smal] columns of aplay. That 
ig the climax of the wonder—that a whole volume of a 
wonderful history is hidden within such & small space of a 
few hundred words. 

It is true, as Donnelly says, he who after examination 
could call it coincidence could believe that the letters of the 
alphabet, if strewn upon the floor, would arrange them- 
selvs into Homer’s . Iliad.” But whether Bacon wrote the 
plays is another question. That more than one hand was in 
that work.is evident and has always been admitted. There 
is scarcely a play of that age but had the aid of several 
minds to fit it for the stage. Hundreds of the most brilliant 
youths of Eagland and Scotland hung around the theaters 
attracted by their love of the drama, yet repelled by the low 
esteem in which actors were held. Any poor scribbler for the 
stage that had the least wit and sociability might hav a 
dozen secret aids. Whatever he prepared passed through 
the hands of able critics as well as poets. Line after line 
was polished and refined, others added. But clearly the 
genius that created the stanzas was to the front in many 
of the greatest plays. Bacon himself shows no poetical 
ability in any of his known works, and the habit of imper- 
sonating everything, seen in every sentence almost of Shak- 
spere, is not witnessed in Bacon. He could not possibly 
hav repressed this habit all tímes. And when one compares 
Bacon's attempt at Hebrew melodies with Byron's he sees 

. ata glance the vast abyss between the poet and the mere 
writer of doggerel. In his drama of A Holy War” every 
character talks like Bacon. As to the cryptogram, we re- 
peat, let the investigator once see that in spite of the several 
figures used there are but one or two numbers and these are 
played on by the hyphens and brackets in each column to 

bring out long connected histories, all brought out of two or 
four columns, all being fitted together like the finest dovetail 
work—s&ud his wonder cannot be repressed. How any 
intelligent person can take care to study the subject for one 
half hour without becoming a convert to Donnelly’s theory, 


that the secret histories are therein interwoven (no matter ag 


to the authorship of Shakspere), is inconceivable. Horr. 


Fines For Non-Oath-Takers.; 


New OnzrzaNs, LA., Sept. 25, 1891. 

MR. Eprrog: Although I am not a direct subscriber to 
your most valuable and very instructiv paper, I never 
thelegs receive it regularly every Monday since last February, 
delivered by the daily paper carrier, thus giving him the 
benefit of the commission. 

For some years I hav been a doubter in regard to religious 
views, but during these last three years I hav become a solid 
unbeliever, thanks to some Liberal books, papers, THE 
Terura SREKRR, and the Holy (?) Bible. 

Last Saturday, the 19th, I think I was the most disap- 


pointed man in the first recorder’s court (Judge Bringier 


presiding) this city. One of our employees was arrested 
about two weeks ago on two charges—first, for being drunk 


and disturbing the peace; second, for discharging firearms |. 


within the city limits. There were five parties sub- 
penaed to testify and the case was fixed for the day above 
mentioned, I myself being the last one on the list. All 
were called upon one by one, and all testified in regard 


to the first charge, but no one knew anything regard- 


ing the second charge, for which, if there is any evidence, 


the accused would be sent to the criminal court by 


the recorder. Four witnesses had testified, and yet no 
evidence in regard to the second charge. I stood a good 
chance to be called on next, although I knew nothing about 
the shooting, as I had left before it happened, but the judge 
certainly did not know this. But how great was my disap- 
pointment when the judge fined the accused on the first 
charge and dismissed the second charge, after hearing wit- 
ness No. 4, and thus I was not in it. Being subpensed 
for 9;30 a M., but court not opening until 10:30, I whiled 
away time with several parties I knew, among whom there 
was one of the court officers. After conversing with him 
for a while, I asked him what in his opinion the judge would 
do witha witness who would decline to take the oath, to 
which he replied he was at a loss to tell, as he had never 
heard of a case of that kind, but asked me to step over with 
him to some gentlemen seated around a table near the 
judge's bench, which I did. The officer acquainted one of 
the gentlemen (Judge H., assistant-recorder of same court, 
as I was later on informed) with the question I had pro 
pounded to him, and this gentleman's answer was, Why, 
if I was presiding, I would send that witness down for con- 
tempt of court.” “And why would you do that?” asked I 
of him. Because,“ said the judge, I would be compelled 
to do so unless you would giv good reasons for objecting to 
be sworn." I informed him that I would surely giv my 
reasons and honest opinion for my actions, to which he re- 
plied that under those conditions he would accept my state. 
ment as a statement only and for what it was worth. Do 
you really not believe there is a God ?" asked the judge. I 
told him that although I had diligently searched for one I 
had until now failed to locate him or form his acquaintance. 
But surely somebody must bay made this world," said the 
judge. To which I replied, ‘‘ Then surely some one must 
av. mae that somebody, and who could he be?” **Qod 
made himself out of nothing," was his answer. Some- 


thing cannot be produced out of nothing,” said I. 
** But," says he, how then do you think that this uni- 
verse is ruled and governed?” Our reason is limited, but 
to the best of my opinions and conclusions, this universe is 
ruled and governed by the indestructible and uncreatable 
laws of nature; you know nothing about God; it is only a 
belief of yours; there is not a particle of proof of his exist- 
enee; no one has ever seen, heard, smelled, or tasted him, 
although Moses assures us that he has met God face to face, 


‘but I think he was not telling the truth—even Jesus Christ 


contradicts his statement. Your God even though he be, 
I could not respect or worship him, for if we wish any in- 
formation of him we hav to take refuge in the Bible, and 
according to that obscene book he is the most cruel and 
unmercifu) tyrant I hav ever heard or read of.” Then 
you do not believe in a hereafter,” inquired the judge. “I 
know nothing of a hereafter,” I answered; our time is now 
and here, and my religion“is: Fear nobody, do right, and 
help your fellow-man to the best of your ability; no more, 
no less; let us make the best of this world, and if there is 
another, though I doubt, then we will try and do the same 
there as here.” As the gentleman did not seem to be inclined 
to continue this subject, he concluded with a smile and 
kept the balance of his thoughts to himself. The other 
gentlemen did not say anything during this time, but after 
I took my seat again amongst others in the courtroom, I 
heard one of the other lawyers say that he did not see why 
my statement should not be acceptable as evidence like that 
of anyone elae, as long as I stated my honest opinions why I 
objected to take an oath, but sincerely promised to make a 
true statement to the best of my knowledge. Still another 
lawyer said that in his opinion in many courts the judges 
would prefer my testimony to that of others who had been 
sworn. Bo here you hav the opinions of different lawyers. 
But my greatest desire was to hav the opinion of the pre. 
siding judge, and herein I was badly disappointed, by the 
judge sentencing the accused on the first charge and dis- 
missing the second after the fourth witness had testified. 
The lawyers present, by all appearance, seemed to be as 


anxious as myself to hear the judge’s ruling, but they had 


to share their disappointment with me. 


-Do you know of any Freethought society in this city? 
Lately I inquired it I would be allowed 
to join the Knights of Pythias, but I was informed I could 
I made the same inquiry with members of the Knights 
Then I asked a member of 
the Order of Iron Hall what show I had with them. He 
showed me the constitution and by-laws, and the first lines 
my eyes fell upon informed me that to become a member I 
What’s the matter with 
Freethinkers organizing and forming societies and orders for 


I would like to join. 


not. 
of Honor; result, same answer. 


must believe in a supreme being. 


mutual protection, benefit, and assistance ? 

lam of the same opinion as Mr. Robert F. Jones and think 
there are many Freethinkers here, only it needs some activ 
and energetic man to arouse them a little. 

Three cheers for Mr. Heston. His cartoons are excellent; 
let him continue his good and effectiv work. 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 
i ERWIN J. AUFFURTH, 
Starter St. Charles street railroad, Magnolia street station. 


P.8.—Inclosed please find twenty. five cents for the Penny 


Fund of American Secular Union. E. J. A. 


This Must be Writ Sarkastic? by Some Infidel. 
Cotumsus, Wasu., Sept. 2, 1891. 


To TRR Iueious EprroR or TRR TRUTH SEEK RR: I ama 
Christian, a Methodist, one of the shouting order, who weep 
in meeting, overcome by the prospect of dwelling in their 
Happy Homes in Heaven, and then go home and without 


any conscientieus scruples seli five cents’ worth of apples to 
a neighbor’s little girl for fifty cents; in fact, a true modern 
follower of the meek and lowly Jesus, and from the privi 
lege of being one of the “‘ blood-washed ” I am deriving a 
great deal of benefit: $100 a year worth, as this is the 
amount I subscribe annually to the propping up of the glo- 
rious religion of the all-powerful. 

I am considered one of the main props in this part of the 
country, and to disturb my upholding inclination means 
considerable damage to almighty God, therefore I warn you 


to hay your doctor near you, for benevolent God, in just 


and merciful divine wrath, will most probably smite you 
with a rod of iron as the cause of one of your blasphemous 
papers reaching my virtuous and heretofore unpolluted 
hands. 

Iread your paper and was surprised that such a help. 
less and harmless publication could hav gained such an 
unenviable reputation as yours has; my generous disposition 
then led me to turn some of the light of the gospel on yeu. 
in the shape of my irresistible eloquence and unanswerable 
arguments, purporting to bring you to Jesus, hence this 
communication ; I wish to do this partly to ease my guilty 
conscience but mostly to aid you as a much-needed prop on 
the contrary side of our glorious gospel, from which 
reagon's wind js about to blow it over. 

In true Christian style I will first demolish your evident 
idol, the devil, by blackmailing him. The devil, sir, is 
tricky, very tricky ; you see, be was educated in heaven, but 
like the apprentices of to-day soon knew s0 much 
that he presumed to giv God himself a few po'nters and 
vainly thought he could teach him something about mean- 
ness, for which presumption he was expelled from heaven, 
but I weep to say he was not ejected soon enough; he should 
hav been invited to leave before he had learned all of G^d's 
pet bunko schemes, so that he would hav been unable to 
go around nowadays warning people not to get roped into 
the fold, thereby making the church lose a large land-office 


business. 


He is also forgetful; he did not recognize in Jesus on 
earth the little son of God with whom he used to play 
c mumble the peg” in heaven. No, bir; he did not re- 
member that dear Jesus was the God Jr., and went so far as 
to offer him all the kingdoms of the earth to which he 
(Jesus) was heir already. Of course Jesus refused this im- 
pertinent offer, as he knew the devil had no clear title to the 
property other than that of possession since time began. 
Not being contented with this impudence, the devil went 
even farther and led the meek and lowly boy of the almighty 
God astray, kidnapped him, made him lose his trust and 
belief in his father and thereby his hope of heaven; on the 
cross he gave voice to this lack of faith, saying: My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"  'Tis sad to 
think that dear Jesus is now languishing in hell, but if must 
be 80, for thus the blessed word teaches. "Tis hard to know 
that blessed Jesus was snatched from his all-powerful father 
to be tortured in his own infernal machine. This must sat- 
isfy you of the unscrupulous character of the devil. 

You say that the Bible is false because there are contra- 
dictions, etc. My dear sir, of course there are contradic- 
tions, there must be to make the Bible true. You are 
probably aware that this Worderful Book was not written 
by one sane man, but by many inspired prophets and writers, 
and contains all manner of languages, including the language 
of heaven, earth, andhell. This being the case, how do 
you suppose the language of heaven to agree with that of 
earth without a conflict? Or that of hell with that of earth ? 
We all know that this is possible with heaven and hell, for 
these two institutions seem to be pretty weil educated in 
each other's methods—so much so that sometimes it is hard 
to distinguish that which belongs to heaven from that which 
is hell's, Not so with this world; when Jacob cried, *' I 
bav seen God face to face," he was trying to fool some of 
hig expected descendants, but all-seeing God, finally, after a 
lapse of two thousand years, becoming aware of Jacob's in- 
tentions, denies it through John, saying, ‘‘ No man hath 
seen God,” thereby making Jacob's lie a truth again; a con- 
tradiotion was necessary or elge we would hav thought that 
Jacob really did see God. 

The trouble ig you do not read the Bible right; you should 
only pay attention to those passages that feed your soul, 
leaving those that do not to feed some one else; you will 
find plenty there that will nourish you; others do, why not 
you? The murderer finds joy in the life of Joshua, the 
polygamist enjoys Solomon, the seducer and adulterer finds 
sweet rest in perusing the life of David, the man after 
God's own heart,” and the drunkard, gambler, and thief 
find plenty in that Wonderful Book to gladden their several 
hearts; surely you can find comfort also. 

If you do not succeed in obtaining the desired nutriment 
within those pages, take it to the Lord in prayer and he 
who 80 graciously answered his only begotten son's prayers 
will answer yours likewise. Come to Jesus now, because 
now is a good time to come to Jesus. 

Some years ago my wife, who was a strict women’s- 
rights woman and a leader among the good Christian sisters, 
came to me weeping and declared that the Bible was in- 
clined to take her rights away, quoting to me several pas- 
sages, and especially one from Timothy which stated that 
women must be in submission. I asked her if these portions 
of scripture fed her soul, to which she answered most em- 
phatically, ** No!" Then, my dear,” said I. discard 
them, pay no attention to them.” Since then she has for- 
saken me for a saloonkeeper, leaving a note behind her 
saying that the life of Abigail fed hersoul. I did not blame 
her, for she seemed to hav done it through her keen sense 
of religious duty. . 

The other day an Infidel approached me and said, 
** Brother Whale, I would like to ask you a few questions 
concerning religion for my own benefit and instruction.” I 
replied I should be happy to throw any light I was able to 
on his pathway so dark ‘with doubts, whereupon to my 
astonishment he asked, ‘‘ Who made you ?” 

** Almighty God, of course.” 

** For what purpose ?" 

With a feeling of glorious inspiration I responded, That 
I might worship, honor, and obey him." 

“ Is God all-powerful ?” 

‘t Certainly; if there is anything beyond his power our 
minds cannot conceive it.” 

“Is he just and merciful ?” 

+4 Yes I" 

** Does this apply to me also?” 

** Yes, to everyone; God created all men alike." 

** Well, suppose I did not answer the purpose he made 
me for, how is he then all- powerful? 

I then saw what he was driving at, so waited a few min- 
utes for an inspiration, which came in this convincing forin : 
“ He gave us a will of our own.” 

4 Then is it not obvious that he did not create man to 
consciously obey his dictation but to do as he pleased? How 
then is he (God) just and merciful if he has an everlasting 
hell prepared for them who exercise the rights he himself 
made them master of?“ 

I then saw I had to crush him, 80 drove this popular argu- 
ment straight through him and clinched it on the other side: 
* Because the Bible says 80," then not wishing to see his 
humiliation, I turned on my heel and walked away feeling I 
had done my religious duty and that the heavenly choir 
were singing, Down went McGinty.” 

. I hav since brought that Infidel to Jesus through the fo: co 
of similar conclusiv arguments; now won't you follow his 
example? I trust you cannot resist such burning eloquence 
and faultless reasoning as I hav displayed. If you decide 
to come to Jesus, let me know your income that I may 
estimate the Lord’s share of what yeu possess. 

Yours for Christ, A, Jonas WHALE. 
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My Religious Experience. 
| Ey 8. P. Putnam. . 

Price, EM S 


over there was an awful rain. If this little 
girl doesn’t get rid of this vulgar way of say- 
ing awful“ about everything, I am afraid 
she will come to an awful end. ^ 
——— d M 9—————— 
The Legend of the Poplar. 

A princess had a jeweled cup, which was 
stolen and carried by arogue into a forest, 
and concealed among the branches of the 
Lombardy poplar. The princess in distress 
appealed to a fairy queen, who by her magical 
power knew, of course, all about it. The 

fairy went to the wood and questioned all of 
the trees in order until she came to the 
poplar. As the other trees indignantly 
denied having the cup, the poplar became 
frightened, and when its turn came, it too 
answered No, whereupon the fairy com- 
manded all the trees to hold their arms erect, 
and the cup dropped to the ground. Asa 
punishment for the falsehood it had told, the 
poplar was condemned to keep its arms up 
forever, and so to this day we see it growing 
in that way. 

— 


Correspendence. 


CLEAR WATER, NEB., Sept. 25, 1891. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I write to thank you 
for the books which you sent me. 

‘I hav read them both through, and the 
story called ** All in a Lifetime” is the first 
I hav ever read that I liked very well. . 

Iam expecting to go to Kansas to keep 
house for my father. I think we will liv on 
a farm, and I will hav a horse or pony to 
ride, which I will be delighted with, for I 
like & horse. 

I feel quite well acquainted with you 
already, for Aunt Mary so often speaks of 
you. J will close now. 

From your friend, 


Children’s Corner. 


Hdited by Miss Susan H. Wixos, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
tris Corner should be sent. 3 


25 cents.’ 


OTHER WORKS BY 8. P. PUTNAM. 
The New God; Price, 10 cents. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.“ 


* its Scientific Solution, with some Oritioisms 
A-Making of the Hay. of "Un versology. Price. 20 cents. 
No threnody of autumn plaint : 
Shall touch my heart to-day, 
If I may sing a labor song 
‘Mong ricks of russet hay. 

I saw them cut the millet down, 
With rasping whirr and noise, 
Then wished myself a youth again, 

To share my brothers’ joys. 


To load the wagon mountain-high, 
To wave our hats and sing, 

Beneath the blue September sky 
Like lilies blossoming ; 

Perfume of hay each misty morn, 
Sweet memory of a dream 

Where rosesgbordered fields of corn 
And later sunflowers gleam. 


The autumn lily, azure clad, 
So brave to bear life ille, 

Whose modest earmenta made me glad, 
Was over all the bills; 

The asters brought their pretty stars 
Like purple-shaded lamps, 

Whosa fringes on the grassy bars 
Had draped our dewy camps. 


Their paler sisters robed in white, 
A‘smaller blooming throng, 

Shone on our meadows morn and night, 
To listen to our song; : 

And blac birds came and thrushes brown 
To join the roundelav; 

Where mowers felled the grasses down 
A-making of the hay. ' 

Many BAInD FIR OE. 


American Story. P- ice, cloth, $1 00; paper, 
50 cents, ‘tA prose epic of the war, rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page tolast with the living spirit of to- 
day."—Jonn Swinton's Paper. 2 

“The 


Golden Throne, A Romance. 

author certainly has genius. The divine 
oreativ spark is with him. I he book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
wor"s—the. transcript of a manly mind, 
Every Liberal should read Golden Throne.“ 
—JIngersou, Price, $1, : 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galiiean Reformer, wherein 
itis showa there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. ] 

« It 


Prometheus, A Poem. is 
crammed with life. thought, and profound 
emotion. poured forth, it seems to me, with 
exıraordinary beauty. Dr. Henry F. Bellows. 

1106; $1. 


other Agnostic poems. Price, 10 cents. 


Adami and Heva. A poetic version 
of the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
which its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 
For all of the above address 

THE TRU CH SEEKFR OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


New and Cheap Edition, - - 50 Cents. 


Mentioned bv W, E Gladstone in his work, “The 
Toprognable Rock of Holy Scripture." 

W. Foote in the Freethinker recommends it 
as an exoeJent text. book. He says: The 
manner is good and the style is brigbt. The 
reader i8 carried along on an easy flowing stream 
of science, history, e\hics. and common sense,“ 

Chas, Watts in Secular Thought pronounces it to 
be the bast work the author has wri ten. 

And THE TRUTH SEEKER Says: This is an ex- 
cellent book which we can recommend to our 
reader: as clear `n language, trustworthy in 
statement, and irrefutable in reasoning.” 

Order at : 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFIOE. 


FOR SALE. 


Lorre A. BARD. 


Clearwater, Ned. Newron, Sept. 30, 1891. 

Drar Miss WIxON: I hav read your paper 
now over one year. I like it very much. 
like the Children’s Corner and the pictures 
best. Iam ten years old. My mother says 
God can do everything and he wishes to 
make all people good. Will you please tell 
me why be does not make my father good ? 
Father says he is going to the church and 80 
he comes home drunk and is unkind to 
mother and me. Mother says God will 
punish me for reading THE TRUTH SEEKER. Is 
God vindictiv? I cannot understand why 
God has made so many bad penple. Is it 
because he wishes to punish them? Dear 
Miss Wixon, please do not-put my letter in 
the wastebasket, because I want answers to 
my questions. I send my love to all who 
write to tbe Children's Corner. 

Your friend, ArLIOE GLADE. 

P. B.—Mother says it is a foolish letter and 
you will not put it in the paper, and father 
says Iam a fool. I get a stamp of father. Splendidly located. Rich soil—can raise wheat, 

barley. etc. Orchards produce largely. House, 


A. G. 
barn, and other building» in first-ola dition. 
[The editor of the Corner deals with only | Is called *» model farm.” Within a short die- 


known quantities, She does nat speculate | tanes of Now York city, Price gensonab e on easy 
much about the unknown. If there is a God | retiring on account of old age. 
and he desired to make people good and arene c/s M Ben Bank, N. J. 
well-behaved he would probably do so. 
People are as they are because of inherited | 1 : 
qualities, influences, surroundings, and de- Evolution Series. 
fectiv education. ‘Will God punish Alice for —— ü l 
reading THE TauTH SEEKER? There would mise es innu „„ 
be no reason for such punishment, since Tux in Science and Art 
Trora BEBKER is one of the best papers in} No. 1.—Alfred Russell Wallace, by Edward D. 
the world, and its readers among the best | Cope, Ph.D.; with portrait. 
and brightest of all the world's people, good, | Ags th Portraft. rel. by Thaddeus B. Wake 
intelligent citizens who make the world P 

rice, 10 Cents each, 
better by living in it. Is God vindictiv? Only For gale at The Truth Seeker Office 


the ignorant, unreasoning, and cruel are vin- 
What Would Follow 
THE : 


dictiv. We cannot suppose a really noble 
being could be vindictiv. God made no bad 

Effacement of Christianitvp 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 


people. They are the result of ignorant 
Price: 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 


parentage.—Ep. C. C.] 
Address THe TRUTH SEEKER, l 


* Prairie hav is made in the West in the autumn 
months, September and October. 


Of Practical Benefit. 

It is pleasant to know that the Young Men's 
Freethought Temperance Society is steadily 
progressing in numbers and influence. This 
soctety will undoubtedly hav an important 
influence in the world. Its members 
are rising young men whose clear heads 
and steady hands are Wisely to direct, con- 
trol, and guide affairs in the days to come. 

The eyes of Liberals and all others as well 
are upon their movements to see if they hold 
out in the way of well.doing. `. We are con- 
fident they will. They are passing the danger 
line now, but we feel assured they will come 
out with beaming, joyous faces and colors 
floating gaily in the breeze. Long life, suc- 
cess, and prosperity attend the Young Men’s 
Freethought Temperance Society. 

8. H. W. 


— — -—————-—— 
Stop and Think. 

In the last issue of the Freetfin ters“ Mag- 
azine, W. W. Walker writes: Man is the 
only animal that can stop and think and de- 
liberately plan and resolve to rise to a higher 
sphere of action. And here is the hope of 
ourrace. When our boys and girls fully 
realize their high position In nature, and from 
intelligent, logical convictions resolve by 
their own strength and efforts to make the 
most of life, and with this grand purpose, 
place their animal and se'fish propensities 
under the absolute control of reason and con- 
science, then will dawn 8 grander era than 
ourrace has yet seen. Even could all the 
young people interested in Miss Wixon's 
* Children's Corner’ of Toe TRUTH SEEKER be 
induced to make this resolve and carry it out 
consiatently, the result would be grand. 
When we grow old, and so deaf snd blind 
that we read and converse with difficulty and 
consequently hav to draw our entertainment 
from our own thoughts, then it is that a clean, 
pure life is of more value than & Rothschild's 


wealth or a Sir Walter’s fame.” 
— — — — 


An Awful Story. 
There was once an awful little girl who 
had an ** awful" to everything. She lived in 


— — — 

A raor probably but little known is that the 
United States nickel five-cent piece furnishes 
a key to metric measures and weights. This 
coin is two centimeters in diameter, and its 
weight is five grams. Five of them placed 
in a row will giv the length of a diameter, 
and two of them will weigh a decagram. 


LIFE AND CAREER. 
Charles Bradlaugh 


George Jacob Holyoake. 


THE 


" " Every Freethinker wants this Life of the Great 
an awful house, in an awful village, which French | nyas'on of lrelan d j 9 B English secularist, by the Father of Secularism 
was an awful distance from every other aw- yao: | In 1] „ Price, 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. 


ful place. She went to an awful school, 
where she had an awful teacher; who gave 
her awful lessons out of awful books. Every 
day she was so awful hungry that she ate an 
awful amount of food, so that she looked 
awful healthy. Her hat was awful small, and 
her feet were awful large. When she took 
an awful walk she climbed awful hills, and 
when she got awful tired she sat down under 
an awful tree to rest herself. In summer she 
was awful hot and in winter awful cold. 

When it didn’t rain there was an awful snid Folitioal intoleranos both on the tyrant and 

drouth, and when the awful drouth was letter of Thomas Paine to the French Pfreeterb. aj 


Address this Office. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


. “WHY” 
I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 
Friends will please send stamp for ciroulars and 
: WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLFNKER, 
: Snowville, Va. 


Leayes of e 2 ane Tell of a 
eroic Endeavor and a Los ortu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. t 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFF. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and go'd side stamps. Price, $1.59. 

The present volume is an effort to rescue from 
comparativ oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great Frenob revolutionary 
war .  . It points @ moral that amidst repub- 
lioan institutions like onra, will not fail r-ceive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hand, the elevat- . 
ing influ -nce of newly acquired ambition. 
and on the other the dabasing effects of Religious 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Waifs and Wanderings, A New). 


Why. Don’t He Lend a Hand? and| 


A Farm of 24 Acres. 


Brain and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 

. By EpGAE C. BEALL 
. Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL, 
'  Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


Creed of Christendom. 


Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure, 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete in 1 vol., 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


WHICH : 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY]? 


By Moses Hutt (Spir.) and 
Rey. W. F. PARKER (Chris.). 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


HEBREW MYTHOLOCY; 


oR, 
The Rationale of the Bible. 
Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only, 
By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 
8vo, 613pp., - — - 8 


Faith and Reason. 


ACCOUNT OF THE 


Christian and All Prominent Religions Before 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 
; Books of the East. 


. By H. R. STEVENS. 


$2.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


US a, ee NS ͤ— 

Nature's Revelations of Character. 

i Physiognomy Illustrated. 
By Joseren Simms, M.D. 

Individual traits indicated by the temperaments 


and fsatures. 
260 woodcuts, 


8vo, 650pp., cloth, $3; leather, 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


AMB:RLEY'S LIFE OF JESUS, 


. His Character and Doctrines. 


"From the “ Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By VISOOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, W cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING 


Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of 
"Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent- ` 
ury befcre, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era. 


Full index, 446pp., - - - $1.50. 


THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 


AN 
Inquiry into the Claims of Biblical Inspiration , 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion. 


By A. H. O'DONOGHUE. 
Price, . - 5 $1. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 
A Radical Novel of Marked Ability. 
BI FREDERIKA MACDONALD. 

404 pages. Price reduced to $1. 


AFEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 
AND 


OTHER BroGRAPHIOAL SKETOHES AND Essays. 
By CHARLES BRAD LAUGH. 
With Portrait and Autobiography. 

Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp, 12mo, 
el er ͥ ——— 
MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 

By J. ALBERGER. 
376pp., $1. Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 


ACCOUNT OF 


Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 


A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 
By D. W. Hur (Spirj. 
Price) - - © = - 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 


A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
; trial Production and Exchange. 
By J. K. InaALts. 
‘Price, $5 cents. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 
“The Jews and their God stood on the lowesé 


lane.“ 
p Price, 10 cents. 


15 cents. 


.. ̃ —— —̃ — 
LITERATURE OF THE INSANE, 
By F. R. MARVIN. 

Price. . Goente. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, 
"he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers.. e Biographies of 


throe hundred of the most distinguished 


teachcrs and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 


present. By D. M. Burr. 1,075 Pages, 
8vo.. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- | m 


: , co, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions.  Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to The World's 
Sages,” etc. By D. M. BENNETT. Bvo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. i 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient | 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, inelud- 
ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949. pages. 


By D. M. Benygrr.. Written in prison at 
bany. 0. 


In cloth, $3.00. per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
Hate the reality of Gee e De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. — e 
1,115 


ed 7 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; featk er, $5.06, 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. vo. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop oi 
Llandaff, Lettérs to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
wholer - ‘eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 


Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; |: 


gilt edges, $4.50. 
Analysis of Religious Belief. An 


examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world, By V- 
count AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
John Russell, twice Premier of England, 
Complete from the London edition, 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00, v 


UU; 
a re mE A 
The foregoing volumes are called The 
Truth Seeker Library." If all are ordered to. 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


B. F. UNDERWOOD'S WORKS. 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual- 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 800 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. ~ 5 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents, 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Seientifle Materialism: Its Meaning 
and Tendeney. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po..cical and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


cents, 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 


10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo- 
logical. 20 cents, : 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
ays’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Bunaxss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 


nights’ debate between B. F. Uxpzgwoop 
. And Rev. Jons Fully reported, 
: (Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 Senta... 


SISTER LUOY 


HER AWFUL DISCLOSURES. 
As to New HALL Convent. 
And a Few-Words on Auricular Confession, 


Erice, 10 cents. 


-= POSITIVIST CALENDAR. 
ach day and month of the year.being named 
after the great benefactors of the race, 

j whose portraits are given. In- 
;;  .. ptituted by Aug. Comte. 
Oards, 11x14: printed on bath sides, 2% cents; on 
` two cards, 85 cents. 


FALSE CLAIMS 


OF. THE CHURCH. 
J. E. REMsBURG. . 
Price, 10 cents; per dozen, 75 cents. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE. 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 


Fended, and Enjoined by 
. the Bible.. 
aBy E. C. WALKER. 
10 cents. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A Compenn or roe NATURAL Laws or 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
i EXCHANGE. ; 
By J. K. IxGAIIS. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Science and Theology. 
ANCIENT AND MODERN, — 
By J. A. FROUDE. 
Price, . . . B sents, 


Ingersoll on McGlynn. 


80., 300. per dozen, $3 per 100. 


LAY SEHMON. 


On the Labor Question. 
By R. G INGERSOLL, 
Price, 5 cents; 50 cents per doz.; $1 for 25. 


ROBT. G. INGERSOLL’S 


‘OPENING SPEECH TO THR JURY 


In the suit of the 


| Bankers’ and Merchants’ Tele- 


graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 
Price, 10 cents. 


THE STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


THE TRUTH OF HISTORY, 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 8 cents; 80 cents per dozen; $3 per 100. 


Is the God of Israel the True God? 


Narrative of the Five Books of Moses, Joshua; 
Judges, and the New Testament. 


Masonic Vindication of Right 
Protest Against PERSEOUTION. 


By O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


MIRACLES © 
MIRACLE-WORKERS. 


By JOHN PEOCK. 
Price, . ° 10 cents. 


- THE 
ORDER OF CREATION. 
A DISOUSSION BETWEEN ; 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
LINTON, REVILLE. 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
mo, 178 pages, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


“Our Father in Heaven." 


By Onas. STEPHENSON, 
1 cent; 50 cents per hundred: $8 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE 


AFTER DEATH IMPROBABLE. 


. ByL.B.Bwrrm. 
` — 10cents. 


. WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS IN 
| PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
| By B. F. UNDERwOOD. 

Price, 10 cents, 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
i 89 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 


Steel Engraving of Randolph. 


SALE's edition. 


MYTHS AND MyTu-MAK ERS. 


. Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
Comparative Mythology. 


By Joun Fiske, M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College. 


Price, $2. 


BEYOND THE VEIL. 


Claimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of D. B. 


Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. McDougall and Mrs. 
Luna Hutchinson. [Spir.] 
Price, $1.50. 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham- 


med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that Doctrine 
which was- begun and carried 
on by him in Arabia. 
Price, $1.50. 


HUME'S ESSAYS. 


Essays and Treatises. Antobiography and Dia. 
logues on Natural Religion. 


By Davi. HUME. Price, $1.50. 


CG 
SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 
By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 

A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
Portrait. 

Price, pap., 50 cts; clo., $1. 


Man’s Nature and Development, 
By HENRY G. ATKINSON, F. G. S., and HARBXET 
MARTINEAU. 


Price. = - $1.60, 


Infidel's or Inquirer's Text-Book. 


Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. 
By ROB COOPER. Price, $1. 


Origin and Development of Relig. 
fous Ideas and Beliefs, 
By Morris EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 
With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


A BUSINESS MAN'S SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS. 
From a Poor Man's Standpoint. Price, $1. 


KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 
Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 
A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices 


By BARON D'HoLBAGH. 
Price. - - $L 


CABEER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 
Ultimating in the Religion of Science. 
By Hupsow TurTLE. (Spir) 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


„... ——. — 
LIFE OF PAINE. 
By J. E. REMSBURG.. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eenta. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Im. 
mortality of Iis Elements, 
By A. 8. DB PELLEGRINI. 
Price, — — - 15 cents. 


|JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 


Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated. 
Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on the Population Question. 
By R. D. Owen. 
Price, + . oe xS 


35 cents. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. BRNBRTT. 
Price. . . - 10 cents. 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 
Church Doctrines, 
By W. S. BARTLOw. [Spir] Price, 10 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 


By HURLBUT and WAKEMAN, | 
Price, 10 cents, 


iCHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty ard inexpressibly laughable 
T Christianity. d 


onslaughts on 
Price, 10 cents. 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


For all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 
98 Lafayette Fl., NowXork. 


Christ of Paul; or, the Enigmas 0- 
Christianity. 
Frauds. of the Churchmen of the Second Century 
Exposed. 
By GORE REBER. 
12mo, 400 pp., 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. 


A Compendium of Universal History. 
By Wivwoop READE. 
Sixth edition, 544pp., * - 


SCRIPTURE SPECULATIONS. 


With Creation, Stars, Earth, Primitive Man, 
Judaism. : 


By H. R. STEVENS. 


ETHICS OF POSITIVISM. 


A Critical Study and Survey of the Moral 
Philosophy of the Present Century. 
By Giacomo BARZELLOTTI, 
Prof. of Philosophy at the Liceo Dante, Florence. 


Price, $1.50. 
OLD FAITH AND THE NEW. 


A Confession. 
By DAVID FRIEDERICH STRAUSS. 


Authorized translation from sixth German edition 
by Mathilde Blind. 
D i $1.50. 


Price, $2, 


$1.15. 


419pp., $1.50. 


Price, 


HEALTH HINTS TO WOMEN. 
Important Information for All, and ** Danish 
Cure." With Portrait. ' 


By Mur. W. Sonorr. Price, $1.50. 


The Legends of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets. 
By S. BARING-GOULD. 


Will be selzed with avidity by all students of the 
Bible, —[Congregationalist. 


Price, $1.50. 


RADICAL PULPIT. 


Discourses of Advanced Thought. 
By O. B. FROTHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER. 
Price, $1. 


INSTITUTION of MARRIAGE. 


And Remarkable Divorce Cases. 
By PHILANTHROPUS. 
446pp. - - - - 


The Contrast: Evangelicalism and 


Spiritualism Compared. 
By Moses HULL, 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 


AND OTHER PAPERS. 
Üandid Arguments for and Against Immortality. 
By JOSIE OPPENHEIM. Price, 75 cents. 


SIXTEEN SAVIORS OR NONE. 
By KERSEY GRAVES. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Price, $1. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymnus, and Reeitations. 


For Organizing Societies; for Marriages, Fuuer- 
als, Naming of Infante, Obituaries, Epi- 
taphs, etc, Also 525 Liberal an 
Bpiritualistic Hvmns for 
Booial and Various 
Publio Occasions. 


18mo,50pp. -~ Price, 75 cents. 


Auricular Confession and Nunneries. 
By W. Hogan. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 15 cents. 


Shelley : Philosopher and Reformer. 
ö By C. SorHERAN. 
8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 


Lithograph of D. M. Bennett, 


Heavy plate paper 22x28. Price, 50 cts. 


Lithograph of Bennett Monument, 
In 4 colors, 22x28. Heavy plate paper. 
Price, 50 cents. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


With Remarks on Rousseau and Comte. 
By CALVIN BLANCHARD. 
Paper, Se 3m *. 


SOUL PROBLEMS. 
WITH 
Theological Amendment and State Personality. 
By Jos. E. PECK. 


kg add 
For all of the se OTH SEEKER 00., 
26 Lafayette Pl., NewXork. 


40 cenis. 


26 cents, 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 
ALABAMA, 
Star News Depot, 2,008 2d ave. „Birmingham. 
OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 


Ball & McCarter. 7 W. First 8t., Log Angeles. 
ie 105 Mo Knight, 12 W. ist st., Los 


Ru, 90 Publishing Co., 888 Howard st., 
San pit Publis 
Max News Stand, 1st & Main sta. ; LosAngeles. 
J. C. Scott, 22 Third 8t., San Francisco, Ual.. 
Estate of B. C. Blake, bog Kearny st., San 
Francisco. [cisco. 
Richardson Bros., 218 Grant ave., San Fran- 
CANADA. 
T.C.Allen&Co.,124 Granville st., Halifax, N. S. 
James Foster, Welland, On. 
Thos. Moffatt, Orillia, Ont. 
R. W. Wheeler & Co., Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. C. Richey, 207 Harrison ave., Leadville. 


FLORIDA. 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
Mrs. B. E. 4 mes, 169 Washington st., Chicago. 
Post-office News Co., 108 Adams st., Chicago. 
G. E. Wilson, 417 State at., and Brentang 
Bros., Chicago. 
J. W. Howe, 48 S. Halstead st., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
Wm. E. Fa b Bouth Bend 
EOUISIANA. 
Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatnr st., New Orleans. 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne 8t., New Orleans. 
MAINE 
N. G. Fessenden 434 Congress gt., Portland, 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
Johnson Bro's 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 
A. M. Driscoll, 783 Front st., Worcester. 
MIOHIGAN. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, Woodbine Cottage, Coit ave., 
Grand Rapids. 
C. Holton & Oo.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 832 Olive st., 8t. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 809 Olive st., 8t. Louis. 
NEW JERSEY. 
John Hossack, Danforth and Ocean ave., 
Jersey City. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Burnton & Co., 92 Fo ave., New York. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
Mr. Kelly, 1248 Third ave., New York. 
R. W. Turner, 349 4th ave., New York. 
E. Friedman, 72 Canal st., New York. 
H. Cohn, 820 West st., New York. 
Morris Ash, 120 Broadway, New York. 
Gorge Gross, 1698 Broadway, New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 
J. H. Russell, Fulton & Nassau sts. 
J. Vanden Broeck, 897 Bleecker st., New York. 
New York News Co., 20 Beekman st., 
8. J. King. 179 So. Pearl st., Albany. 
E. C. Weidman, 126 State st., Rochester. 
OHIO. 
John Jacques, Akron. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Oleveland. 
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 
Benj. 1 319 Chillicothe street, Ports- 
mouth [Cleveland. 
Larwood, Bartlett & Day, 259 Superior st., 
OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
W. Wedeken. Portland, Ore. 
' Handley & Kelly, 150 ist st, Portland. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 22 Richmond st., Phila. 
J. A. Kirk. Du Bois. 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
Roman Staley, cor. Wood and 4th ave., 
Pittsburgh. 
RHODE ISLAND. 
H. Carr, 947 High st., Providence. 
J. H. J. Reilly, 418 High 8t., Providence. 
TENNESSBE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
E. A. Andrea. 916 Main st.. Dallas. 
E. L. Merrill, 624 Elm st., Hast Waco. 
UTAH. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 
WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Stine Bros., Walla Walla. 
C. B. Reynolds, Lock Box 5 Freemont. _ 
ENGLAND. 
nM & Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet st., 


ondon 
C. Stocker 39 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 
AUSTRALIA. 
Chas. H. Bamford, 190 Little Oollins st., East 
Melbourne, Victoria 
W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. 8. W. 
NEW ZEALAND. 
A. D. Willis. Wanganui. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings, t to make them lively and inter- 

esting. AL HMR. Book contains songs 

b: the beat posts, s adapted to well-known, tunes. 

It ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parvon right, Q reen, Underwood, s, Blenker 

and, indeed; by all who hav examined 

95 conte Address Tum TRUTH go td, Os. 


wee, am [DID MAN FALL? MATERIALISM AUD CRIME 


Dear Sir: I took your Medical 
Discovery for one year for Scrof- 
ula on my knee. 
I was told by the Doctors my 
limb would have to be amputated, 
Well, that was 
13 years ago and no signs of it 
I thought you and the 
world ought to know it. 

Yours very truly, 
Mrs. M. D. DALTON, 
Aug. 8, 1891. Edina, Mo. 


Kennedy’s Medical Discovery sold every- 
where. Price, $1.50. 


The Modem Science Essayisl 


Ten Oents Each. 
1. HERBERT SPENOER: His life, writings, and 
osophy. By Mr. DANIEL GBREENLEAF 
‘COMPSON, 
2. OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 
and influence. By Rev. Jo W. OHADWIOK. 
3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
Bow suns and d gorids e come into being. 
. GARRET P 
4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES 


but it cured me. 


since. 


5. EVOLUTION By M, VEGETAL LIFE: How life 


ILLIAM POTTS. 


8. EVOLUTIO ON 0 F ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
of od evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 
BAYMOND. 


7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: His origin, antiq- 
nity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Co 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its 1 “and de- 
velopment. By Dr. BoszEt G. BOOL S. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By James A.SxIL- 
TON. 


10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z.BipNEY 
AMPSON. 
11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By DR. Lewis 


18. PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. By Nxrsox O. 
ARSHALL. 


18. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. OBAD 


14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. - By STARR 
Hoyt NICHOLS. 


15. THE EFFE EVOLU ON THE 
COMING OF Br Wer J. 
BAVAGE. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER O 
28 Lafayette Place, New Tork. 


FORCE AND MATTER; 


Principles of the Natural Order 
of the Universe, With a *ys- 
tem of Moratity Based 


Thereon, 
By Paorzssog LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D 
CONTENTS : 
Force and Matter The Fitness of Things 
Immortality of fatter, Nature ebona i 
Immortality of Foros, an, 
Iufinity of Matter, rain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Form,” Beat of the Boal 
Inmutability of Natural Innate Ideas i 
e Ides of God, 
Universali ty of Natural Vital oroe . 
1 
The Heavens, The Soal of "Bruteg, 


Periods of tho Oreation free Will, 
E the Earth, ality, 
Original Generation, 0 o m Do luding Observa- 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


IS TRIS YOUR SOW, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVHL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


itself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


LIFE OF 
Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 
Creation 


** The shame 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., 75 Cents. 


SE Ths book was suppressed by the firat Amer- 
ioan publisher. Sù 


-^ E 


When I began 


The Location and Topogre 
den of Eden & 


18 THE GARDEN ALSO A FACT? 
$5,000 REWARD. 


RAEL W. GROR, Author of “Is the God 
By 18 Fiap e Anthor of v 


Paper, 10 cents, 


The Candle From Underthe Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 


graphy of the Gar. 


1,306 Questions to the Clergy: | 


And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Prices - =-  l6Ocents. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 


E or 
THE BIBLE. 
1 4 4 PROPOSITIONS, "Theological, Moral, Hie. 
torical, and Speculative, each proved af- 
firmatively and negatively by quotations from 
soripture, without comment; embodying the most 
palpable. aud striking self-contradictions of the 
so-called ingpired word of God. 
By W. H. Bunn. 72 pages. Price, 15 ceuts. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 
Bx A. HOLYOAKE. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Ey Specimen of The Bible. Esther. 


Br A. HorroAxE. 
Price, e >» >» 10 cents. 


Acts of The Apostles. A Farce. 


- Bx A. Hotyoaxr. 
Price, "S 10 cents. 


Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. 


By A, HoLTOARKE. 
Price, - . 10 cents. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
By M. D. Gonway. 
Prioe, 2 5 cents. 


EVOLUTION OF ISRAELS GOD. 
By A. L. Rawson. 
Price. -  10centg. 


THE NEW AGE.. 
= Br W. 8. Baw. : 
Price, - — 10 cents. 


If You Take Away My Religion 
What Will You Give Me Instead? 


By MARTIN. 
Prioo . - 10 cents 


A PLEA FOR ATHEISM 


By Onarres BRADLAUGH. 
Price. 10 cents. 


Dialdgue Between a Christian Mise- 
sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 
Price, 10 cents. 


in | Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 


Price, 10 cents. 


Men, Women,and Gods, 


And Other Lectures. 
By HELEN H. GARDENER, 
With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 
Paper, 80 cents; eloth, 81. 


WONLAN : 
Her Past and Presents Her Rights and 
Wrongs. 
By B. F. UspzRwoop. 


, Price, 10 cents. 


MATERIALISM: 


Ime History AND Its INFLUENOR UPON 
Soorry. 


By Dr. Louis Bom. An Anthor of Force and 
atte: 


Translated from — German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities, 


BY JOHN PECK. 
Price 20 cents; six copies for $1. 


Confessional: Romish and Anglican. 


An Exposé. 

By SALADIN. Price, 80 cents. 
Did Jesus Christ Rise From the 
Dead? 

By arab. 


Prie, - - W Cente. 
WILLTHE COMING MAN WORSHIP 601 


By B. F. We 
Prise, 10 cents. 


For all of the above beoks address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
$8 Lafayette PL, New York- 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 5 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 
French Revolution 


ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By W. 8. BELL.. a 
"Paper, 12mo, 85 cents. 


MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


IMMORTALITY or ITS ELEMENTS. 


By A. 8. de Pellegrini. 
Papers - - ... 15 cents. 


PHILOSOPHY of SPIRITUALISM 


AND TREATMENT OF MEDIOMARIA. 
By F. R. Marvin, M. D. 
Oloth, M E 50 cents, 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 
By VOLTAIRE. 


Terso, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theolog- 
ical terms. 


Price, 25 cents. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY F XPOSED. 


By. Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
15 cents. 


PRO AND CON OF 
Supernatural Religion. 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, Miraculous 
Religion? 


By E. E. Gum. 
Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 30 cents. 


PYRAMID OF GIZEH. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization'and Hebrew Narra- 
jvein Genesis and Exodus. 


By Van Buren Denstow, LL. D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


QUESTION SETTLED. 
BIBLICAL and MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


By Moszs Hurr. 
Price, 60 cents. 


Rational Communism, 


Tug Present AND FurusE RxPUBLIO OF 
' Norra AMERICA. 
Advocates associate life and employment as a pre- 
vəntive of vice, crime, poverty, etc. 
By A OaPITALIBT. . 
Paper, 498pp., 80 cts.: clo., $1. 


Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. 


By A. O. LYALL. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Fruits of Philosophy. 


POPULATION QUESTION. 


By Dr. Knowlton. aiiud by Oharles Bradlaugh 
and Annie Besant. 
25 cents. 


TRUTH. A Poem. By E. N. Kings- 


ley. 10 cents. 


POVERTY: Its Cause and Cure. 


How the Poor May Attain Comfort and Independ- 
ence. 

By M. G. H. 
Price, am . 


Religion of Inhumanity. 
With a Glance at the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FBEDERIO HARRISON. 

Price, 15 cents. 


RELIGION: 
Ihe Gibraltar of the World, as Now Constituted, 
] By George T. Bondies. 
With 
Exceptions to the Characier of 
hrist as a Gentieman. : 
By W. T. Purviance. 
25 cents. 


10 cents. 


IMAGE BREAKER. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Bix Lectures. 

Decline of Faith. 

Protestant Intolerance. 

Washington an Unbeliever. 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. 
Paine and Wesley. 

i Christian Sabbath. 

Hach, 8 cents; bound, pap., 25 cents; per doz., 40. 


SABBATH BREAKING. 
By JOHN E. REM8BITRG. 
Price, 25 cents. 


St Mathew Before the Court 


For THE Crime or FORGERY. 
By BEOULARIST.. 


Price, 10 cents. 
SEMITIC GODS AND THE 


BIBLE. 
Including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Christ, Vi-gin Mary, Bible. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
(From Vol. II. Gods and Religions.) 
838pp., pap., 60 c.; clo. » $i, 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Pl., New Tork. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, 


ISSUED MONTHLY, 


Subscription price, $3 per annum. 
Price. 


No. es BOOKS ISSUED. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 
bers Almanac. . „ „ 

/ Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- " 
: ener e 
8. Age of Reason, Thomas Paine........... 25 
4. Answers to Christian Questions. D. X. 

: Bennett. Serre ee . e. 35 
5. Christian Absurdities. John Peck. 20 
6. Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire... 10 
7. Ingersoll's Address on Shakspere... . 85 


i OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 
^, Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
. book sent upon receipt of price. 


Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTUBY NOVEL. - 
Pretace by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
girls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
Əsg, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going 0 Chicago. The autnoris also the heroin. 

he narrativ is, in the main, a history of & work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and sppreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CAN GER and Tumors CURED: no_knife 

book free. Drs.GRATIGNY & NORRIS 

No. 163 Elm street, Cincinnati, O 

D Waits's Work 
Charles Wattss Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of tankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mati and Charles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 

olonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
elen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 


A Reply te Father Lamberts 
‘Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. 


Christianity: Ets Origin, Nature, 
soa Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cenis. 

The Horrors of.the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. i : 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 

'  structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 

: 10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 


to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
de. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents 


Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which is the More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolation and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners— Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Beli-f and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union ; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 


el Robert Ingersoll) 32 pages in cover, 
rice, 10 cents. 


the 


dealt with: 1. Why Do 
2? . The Position of 


Debate? 2 The 
Toward Ohristianity. 38 F. 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Faot8 and Opinions, 5. Christ and Heroism. 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 Pages. Price, 


5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
38 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 


on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines, 


Aces make (00 PER CENT and vin $74.8 GASH Prizes 
Sample free. Territory. Dr. Bridgman, 375 B'way, N. Ye 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
BY T. C. WIODICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. . 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH. SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature, 


— 


By ROBT. d. INGERSOLL. 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


- AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
. DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN OENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


OontENTs : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate, Free Will Free Agenoy, Necessity. 


The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Charter of Rights. 
Society. Rights of Government. 
ciety to Oriminals. 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWAR 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It is a thonght-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and Inspiration. [Now York Tribune. : 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 


A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 


ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 


The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 


actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 
12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’sma, ificent 


beonest to Philade iphis by the Christian 
ohurches and Young Men's 
Christian Associa- 
tion. 


By Blok. B. WESTBROOR. D. D., LL. D. 
Price $1. Address THE TRUTH BEXXXR. 


Miss. Wixon's Works. 


Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 800pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 883pp., $1.25. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Superati- 
- 


tion, for Children and Youth. The On 


thin 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 


type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 


trated covers; 4to. 224pp., boards, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE 


| UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” ‘The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytio thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideag 
that wil be new to the world and producti¥ of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits.—[(The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


` |The False 


Be- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. |: 


Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Duties of Bo · 
Duty of Self Oulture. Mar- 


ers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 


. "THE 
CHAMPIONS 


OF THE CHURCH: 


Crimes and Persecutions. 


8vo, 1,119pp.- 


Oloth, $8; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


SEEKER CO., 


ady 
tian Church. 


of a minister's praying 


Price, 5 cents. 


Church. Price, 5 


(Words and 


PRIORE, * e 


Price, " . E 


Price, Cloth, 1.00; 


sale at this office. 


SOCIAL W 


Price, Cloth, 


atent regulator, 
Hatchable)., beautif 


and set, new model. 


$27 to 
‘Old, $50 to 
ent prepai 
atches cleaned, $1 


90. 


testimonials, price lis 
watches, diamonds, silver 


free. 


JQ 
o 


says: Tour remedy is 
of which is untold.” 


and the Sabbath. 


human conduct on the Sabbath is 
ence.” Price, 10 cents. 


Teaching of the Chris- 

“The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. 


trying to ind the Deit 

fake a crusade 91 ‘one against p 
beetle!” Price, 10 cents. : 

Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. | F 


Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


8 ounce coin si ver, $22.50; 
no better sold elsewhere for $85. 
filled god cases, guaranteed 20 years, Open face, 
$30; hunting, $82 to $35; in 14kt, solid 
All elegantly engraved or plain. 
» and, cash refunded if not satisfac- 

; springs, $1: and re. 
Best work in the world. Send for 
lista of ladies’ and cheaper 
be. ide, ail wares, cards aon colors 
and go! my Freethoug adge, tracts, etc., 
OTTO WETŢTSTEIN 


cem 
God to kill 


Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 


cents. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLECTION OF 
Original and Selected Hymns 


Music) - 


For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home. 


COMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 
. $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales‘ine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. O. MIDDLETON. 
. 10 cents. 


New Zdition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
` 38 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
Price, 50 cents. 


EALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Raact Ratios in the 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
$1.00 


OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 


IS A GREAT SUCCESS: 


The Crowning Achievement of Mechanical 
Genius, Taste, Energy, and Ingenuity, 
Combined with 41 years of Practi- 
cal Experience (84 years in 
Rochelle) at the Jeweler’s 
Bench. 
Unequaled inquality and price. Has 16 jewels, 
Brequet hair-spring 

ul double sunk paneled 
adjusted to heat, cold, and position, stem 
n silverine cases, $19; 
4 oz. dust proof, $25, 
In best 14kt 


OOHELLE, 


AN 'NFIDEL REMEDY. 


SEND 10 CENTS TO 
Dr. FELLOWS, 
VINELAND, N. J. 
for his book on youth- 
ful errors, early decay, 
wasting weakness, lost 
manhood &c. It sets 
forth an External Ap- 
plication—a_ reliable 
home cure,with fulldi- 
rections for use. 

certainty, no failure. 
State where you saw 
this advertisement. 


A patient writing from Davenport, Wash, 
marvellous, 
accomplish what js said it will do. 


“A law 


grasshop- 
o under- 
Oolorado 


on- 
dial, 


liz . 


Its 2. 


and wil 
The valas 


Ziberal Meetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberala 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Fresthought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for. 
warding the necessary information. l 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newerk Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
st, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch, 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 7:30. Leoture-, debates, and disons- 

sions on all important secular subjects. Preg- 

ident, Henny Ben; Secretary, CORA BELLE 
GG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa. 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Beu ord avenue and 

Routh 3d street, Brooklyn, E. B., ab 3 P.M., ever 

Sunday. Leotures followed by discussion, Plat. 

form free. Charles Monholland, secretary, 94$ 

Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad ar d 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 F. M. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speskers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap raten, 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
eultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Seo. 


EHzur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
day#of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects, 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. SMITE, Cor. Sec. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.. 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison An 
Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave. (Fraternity Hall). Lecture $ II 
by debates. The public cordially invited, eye? 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Meets every Sunday evening at Union 8 
Hall, n Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invie 
tation is extended to all. Beats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 r.m. in Macdon- 
ald Hall in Port Angeles Wash. Lect- 
songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free, Frank Morse, Cor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 
Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 
and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parre 
al. Everybody invited, Mns. R. M. BERRA, 
Pros.: J. H. MO WILLIAMS. Beo. Seo. 


The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 pm. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Leotures.—Free Disoussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val- 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. BEYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house, 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty," D. E. Rios, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL. Vice-Pres.; OHABLES SHEA, Bec. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 


Meets every Sunday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, A.M. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. Cox. A. HABBIS, Pres. 
I8AA08. LEE, Seo. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
. York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
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Bews of the Beek. 


ENTIR states in Russia are being deserted 
on account of the famin. People hav been 
driven to pillaging each other, first setting 
fire to the villages and then robbing the in- 
habitants. By the united charities of the 
government and people a biscuit a day is 


allowed to 
a greater menace than the Nihilists. 


PaRNELt is dead. 


every individual. The distress is i 
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AND REFORMERS. | 
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Vol. I. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- | ` 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, : eachors, Bkeptiom Innovators Founders o 


oug en 
tists, etc. (who were not Ohristiang), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 


leather, $4; MOT., g. e., 54. 50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
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‘Gems of Thanght. | 


Ir has been contended for many years that 
the Ten Commandments are the foundation 
of all ideas of justice and of law. Eminent 
jurists hav bowed to popular prejudice, and 
deformed their works by statements to the 
effect that the Mosaic laws are the foüntains 
from. which sprang all ideas of right and 
wrong. Nothing can be more stupidly false 

than such assertions. 


Thousands of years be- 


GERMANY is anxious 


fore Moses was born the 


to prevent the election of 


Egyptians had a code of 


a French pope. 


Tue Rev. W. H. Quil- 
lian, of the English 
Church in Liverpool, has 
embraced Mohammedan- 
ism. 


CHINA has compen- 
sated the Jesuits for 
‘their sufferings in the 
riots by the present of a 
large tract of land. 


REPUBLIOANS are 
vexed with Elliott 
Shepard for attacking 
the Catholic church in 
his Republican paper. 


In the army cases of 
alcoholism hav decreased 
from 41.48 per thousand 
in 1889 and 56.68 in the 
previous decade, to 
40.73. 


Now that France has 
become friends with the 
Vatican, German Catho- 
lics favor that country, 
to the displeasure of 
their fellow. countrymen. 


A CaTHOLIO paper 
reports that a number of 
Protestant parents in the 
West are sending their 
children to parochial in 
preference to public 
schools. 


TROUBLE has arisen 
from Premier Mercier’s 
peculations. Heis 
backed by the Catholic 
church. and secession of 
Quebec from the Dominion is threatened. 


Ar Bayeux, France, a priest has been fined 
for refusing to giv as evidence information 
received in the confessional. The bishop has 
cased an appeal to be made to a higher 
court. 


Tux Russian grand duchess Paul being at 
the point of death, her physicians and 
friends, having exhausted their own resources, 
gent for Father Joann, the miracle-working 
priest of Cronstadt, and for the miraculous 
image of the Virgin. The image was brought 
from Moscow by a solemn procession, but 
beat itand the priest arrived the lady was 
dead. 


T. J. Lyons, who has been lecturing 
against the Catholic church, tried to make a 
speech on the sidewalk at Kansas City. 
Some one threw a stone which knocked him 
down. He arose with a revolver in his hand 
with which he threatened to shoot the next 
man who threw a stone. His threat was 
answered with a volley of stones, and he was 
chased four blocks by a mob yelling, ** Hang 
him!” He rushed through the Gazette office 
and escaped. The excitement was such that 
he found it advisable to leave town. 


Beri SNMTZ RI, a Russian Jew just landed 
at Boston, telis that while his family was 
celebrating the son’s birthday a police officer 

. entered and saying they were breaking the 

law demanded $5 hush money. Bintzki re- 
fused, and he and family were marched 
toward Siberia for imprisonment in the 
mines. On the journey the captain of the 
guard offered to release the family if the 
sixteen-year-old daughter would gratify him. 
She consented, but her father forbade. To 
force her submission the captain tortured her 
by hanging her up by the arms. She died 
before morning. Nihilists rescued the rest 
of the family and killed the captain by hang- 
ing him up head downward. 


Txousanps of citizens marched in pro- 
cession to the Pantheon on the 4:h to deposit 
a wreath on King Victor Emanuel’s tomb, 
where on the 2d inst. a number of French 
Catholic pilgrims made an insulting demon- 
stration. While the crowd was in the church 
a number of radicals mounted some of the 
altars and made violent speeches, denouncing 
the Vatican, and shouting, ** Down with the 
priests!” A confidential circular has been 
sent to nuncios abroad, explaining that owing 
to the disturbances the pope will be unable to 
receive any more pilgrims. The pope has 
instructed the papal nuncios abroad to 
present an identical note to ihe governments 
to which they are accredited on the recent 
disorders in Rome. This note wil hold 
íhat these disorders are evidence of the in. 
security of tbe papal position in Rome. The 
Moniteur says that owing to the exhibition 
of feeling aroused in Rome the questions of 
the pope leaving Rome and of holding the 
mext papal conclave abroad are reopened. 


laws. They had laws 
against blasphemy, mur- 
der, adultery, larceny, 
perjury, laws for the col- 


lection of debts, the en- 
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forcement of contracts, 
the ascertainment of 
damages, the redemption 
of property pawned, and 
upon nearly every sub. 
ject of human interest. 
The Egyptian code was 
far better than the 
Mosaic.—Jngersoll. 


Ir stands to reason 
that we must go to work 
with the utmost caution 
when we draw our infer- 
ences from a legend or 
use it as a contribution 
-to our knowledge of the 
past. As a rule, indeed, 
it teaches us nothing 
about the period in 
which it places us, but it 
does teach us something 
about that in which it 
was invented or in which 
it sprang up. We con- 
sult the legend of the 
Drachenfels in vain for 
the particulars of the 
contest of Christianity 
and its conquest over 
the German heathenism ; 
but it givs us a picture 
of the thankful joy of 
the Christians on the 
banks of the Rhine, as 
they looked back upon 
the wretched condition 
in which they had lived 
as heathens. From the 
myth of Indra we can draw no knowledge 
of nature or of God, but it introduces us to 
the religious views of nature held by the 
Hindoos.—Profs. Oort and Hooykaas. 


Tue costliness of writing materials gave 
rise to a peculiar usage. From the leaves of 
an ancient work the original writing was 
erased, more or legs effectivly. They were 
then employed as the material for another 
work, the latter being written over the former. 
Such manuscripts are called palimpsests 
written again after erasure. The original. 
writing, which is often the sacred text, can, 
in general, be deciphered, especially by the 
aid of certain chemical applications. Some 
of our most precious manuscripts are of this 
character. After all the bother he put the 
Holy Ghost to in begetting a son and then 
writing four different and conflicting accounts 
of his life, the Lord allowed these accounts 
to be rubbed off the sheepskin till portions 
of them cannot be read except with great 
difficulty, and certain of them cannot be 
read at all. To be able to read what the 
Lord has written the devout hav now to 
resort to chemistry, a science which, for 
ages, the church banned and persecuted and 
abhorred. Of old it was, Work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling; now 
it is, Work out your salvation with fear and 
chemistry.—Saladin. 


ArL.that certain tyrants of souls desire, is 
that the men whom they teach may hav their 
intellects distorted. A fakir brings up a 
child of great promis; he employs five or six 
years in driving it into his head that the god 
Fo appeared to men in the form of a white 
elephant, and persuades the child that if he 
does not believe in these metamorphoses he 
will be flogged after death for five hundred 
thousand years. He adds, that at the end 
of the world the enemy of the god Fo will 
come and fight against that divinity. The 
child studies and becomes a prodigy. He 
finds that Fo could not change himself into 
anything but a white elephant, because that 
is the most beautiful of animals. The kings 
of Siam and Pegu, says he, went to war with 
one another for a white elephant. Certainly, 
had not Fo been concealed in that elephant 
these two kings would not hay been so mad 
as to fight for the possession of a mere animal. 
Fo's enemy will come and challenge him at 
the end of the world. This enemy will cer- 
tainly be a rhinoceros, for the rhinoceros 
fights the elephant. Thus does the fakir's 
learned pupil reason in mature age, and he 
becomes one of the lights of the Indies. The 
more subtle his intellect, the more crooked; 
and he, in hig turn, forms other intellects as 
distorted as his own. Show these besotted 
beings a little geometry and they learn it 
easily enough; but, strange to say, this does 
not set them right. They perceive the truths 
of geometry but it does not teach them to 
weigh probabilities ;" they hav taken their 
bent; they will reason against reason all 
their lives, and Iam sorry for them.— Voltaire, 


JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND RE 


Entered at the Post-Office at New York, M. Y., as Reccnd-cines Matter. 


Vol.18. No. 43, {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.| New York, Saturday, 


AW 


Isi St, Peter, “Ah! there comes a good 


P in, Come in.” 


old Irish Catholre! Come 22 ’Wwhatthe d— 


Lem m 


| S8" There comes that ungodly ape aga 


Va 


ality | 


— — — >s 


TROUBLE AT 


— 2 


LANE 


THE GATE-THE MISTAKES O 


| 
0 


% Get out! geliout you unholy i 


beast; this is no menagerie!” 


WIIT 


Tfl t 


p by, 


— 


SAINT PETER. 


ales and Glipgings. 


A Larae chair which John Wesley sat in in 
bygone days has been brought across the 
water for the use of the presiding officer of 
the great Methodist council which meets in 
Washington. Wesley’s shoes were left at 
home, for they are rather large for modern 
‘wear. 


AROBBISHOP CORRIGAN said on unveiling 
Leo XIIL's statue at Washington: ‘‘See 
how the encyclicals of Pope Leo pour a fiood 
of light on the questions of divorce and 
Christian marriage; on the constitution of 
states; on human liberty; on Freemasonry, 
and last but not least on the condition of 
labor.” 


Mns. Besant, says the Sun, has always 
been known as an especially practical and 
rightly honest woman, and whatever the ex- 
planation, there is no doubt she sincerely be- 
lieves what she alleges about the Mahatmas. 
Speaking in that quiet, earnest way, and 
almost sad tone which those who heard her 
in New York will well remember, she said : 
„Jou hav known me for sixteen years in 
this hall, and hav never known me to tell you 
a lie. Well, I tell you now that since Mme. 
Blavatsky ‘left’ I hav had letters from her, 
in her own handwriting. I don’t ask you to 
believe this, but I tell you the fact on the 
faith of a record that has never been sullied 
by a conscious lie.” l 


IVAN SRHATRANERKIX, a master mechanic of 
Kiev, has come to grief. His wife bas com- 
plained that he desecrated her sanctuaries. 
The attorney of the church indicted him, 


and he was sentenced to imprisonment at 
hard. labor for four months. The trouble 
arises from the fact that he is a Roman 
Catholic, while his worthy helpmeet con. 
fesses the Greek Catholic faith. He became 
tired of the images of her saints, which his 
wife kept in the house and persisted in 
putting inhis way. Two such images which 
he found in his room he broke, and of a third 
one he put out the eyes with a bodkin. His 
punishment followed closely. 


In Uvalde, Tex., District Judge Thomas 
Paschal created a sensation by refusing to 
grant final naturalization papers to R. V. 
Sauer, who hes resided the proper time in 
the United States, has made his declaration 
of intention to become a citizen, and has 
otherwise complied with all the requirements 
of law. Questioned under oath, Sauer stated 
that he was a Socialist and a believer in the 
teachings of Herr Most. He thought Most 
to be a man actuated by a desire for the good 
of humanity and his doctrins should be fol- 
lowed to the letter. In his written opinion 
Judge Paschal said that. Socialism and 
Anarchism were directly opposed to the 
Constitution of the United States, and no 
Socialist or Anarchist was eligible to Amer- 
ican citizenship. Sauer will appeal. 


A WRITER in Science says that the future 
man will hav subordinated all things to his 
will ; and nearly all other forms now existing, 
with the exception of a very few that may 
prove useful to. man, wil hav been com- 
pletely exterminated. The writer deplores 
“ the vast number of what many in the world 
would reckon our best developed specimens 
of men, whose minds are stil controled by 


^ 


the nursery myths, the miracles, and the 
fables that were told and sung to the children 
of the early peoples of the world in Asia. Is 
the mind of the man of the future to remain 
in such a condition of thralldom? In fact, 
the most of the opinions held, the institutions, 
the very language, the entire organization by 
and of the best existing types of men, are 
each and all to me highly indicativ of a very 
early stage of the development of the species.” 


THERE are in Russia many severe laws 
under the provisions of which any dissenter 
isin danger of being convicted. It is these 
laws that are being enforced against the 
Jews. They could as well be enforced 
against others, but for the fact that there 
would then be some serious complications. 
If, for example, Roman Catholics were per- 
secuted as the Jews are, the Roman Catholic 
powers would probably intervene. If Prot- 
estants were persecuted, England would do 
more than express sympathy with the vic- 
tims. But the Jews hav no friends among 
the governments, and therefore they are 
made to feel the oppressor’s hand. Besides, 
many of them hav considerable property, 
and the confiscation of that is attended with 
much profit to the champions of the orthodox 
faith. 


A TRAVELER to Thibet in Asia found a race 
numbering about three million people, divided 
into many tribes, each with physical and 
social peculiarities, but all heavily priest- 
ridden. Atleast one male member of each 
family enters the priesthood, and religion is 
the most flourishing business in the land. 
Lamaseries, as the religious houses are called, 
are a8 abundant and prosperous ag monaster- 


ies in Europe during the Middle Ages. The 
priests differ from the people principally in 
being better fed and being more insolent; in 
dirt and depravity, however, the laymen and 
clerics meet as equals, and a lying match be- 
tween them is likely to end in a“ draw." 
Much of the land is fertil, and indications of 
mineral wealth abound, but good food is hard 
to get and good morals seem invisible. The 
author found most of the people dishonest, 
evasiv, suspicious, and lazy; the houses un- 
comfortable, means of travel rare and every- 
thing ecarce but prayers, which are the prin- 
cipal local output and ali of the same pattern. 


TRERRER is nothing novel in the fact that 
when the prayers of John of Cronstadt, who 
‘was summoned for the purpose, failed to 
arrest the fatal illness of the Grand Duchess 
Paul, the sacred ikon was taken from the 
Iberian Chapel in Moscow and driven out 
with a coach and six to the Illinskoje Palace 
to work the miracle of healing. As a matter 
of fact, this special ikon rarely remains in the 
chapel throughout any day. It is always 
being sent for to houses of sickness, and the 
spectacle of its passage in its own equipage 
through streets crowded with kneeling, bare- 
headed spectators is a familiar sight in Mosa 
cow. Itin this way earns about $50 dally. 
The czar or any of his brothers or sons never 
enters Moscow without first driving to the 
Iberian Chapel and prostrating himself be- 
fore this sacred ikon or picture of the Virgin. 
All orthodox Russia would be aghast at the 
failure to do this. The truth is, what is 
called Christianity in Russia is entirely a 
worship of images, and is as much a part of 
heathenism as fetich adoration on the Upper 
Congo. : 
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os Gommunications. 


The Gospel According to John. 
; III. : 


26. Now comes the marvelous story of the raising 
of: Lazarus, narrated by Jobn alone. Lizarus was 
sick at Bethany on the eastern slope of the Mount of 
Olives, two miles from Jerusalem. Mary and Martha, 
sisters of the sick man, gent word to Jesus, who 
loved not only Lszarus but the two sisters. After a 
delay of two days Jesus proposed to his disciples to 
go into Judea again. They said, Master, the Jews 
ef late sought to stone thee and goest thou thither?” 
In angwer to this he said, “ Our friend Lazarus sleep- 
eth, but I go that I may awake him out of sleep.” 
They replied, If he sleep he shall do well" Then 
said Jesus plainly, Lazarus is dead. And I am 
glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent 
1135 ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto 

im.” 

Thomas, seeing Jesus determined to go, said, 
Let us go aleo, that we may die with him." 

Martha, hearing that Jesus was coming, went out 
to meet him. She said, “Lord, if thou hadst been 
here my brother hed not died." Jesus said, Thy 
brother shall rise again.” “I know,” she replied, 
“that he shall rise again at the last day.“ Then 
came Mary to meet Jesus, and falling at his feet she 
also said, Lords, if thou hadst been here my brother 
had not died.“ It was an affecting scene; the women 
wept, Jesus wept, and even the Jews who had fol- 
lowed Mary wept. 

They all proceeded to the grave where Lazarus 
n lain four days. Jesus lifted up his eyes and 
gaid: ' 

Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I 
knew that thou hearest me always. But because of the peo- 
ple which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou 
hast gent me. 

Then he said, “Lazarus, come forth.” And lo! 
the man that had been dead and buried four days 
came forth in his grave clothes. 

There are cogent reasons for regarding this story 
as sheer fiction. Read Robert Taylor's essay on the 
subject, number two of the Astro-Theological 
Sermons.” He regards it as an astronomical alle- 
gory of very ancient date. 

27. The fame of Jesus as a miracle-worker caused 
the chief priests and Pharisees of Jerusalem to call 
a council. Osiaphas, who was “high priest that 
year" (bis term was from ap 25 to 36), “prophesied 
that Jesus should die for the nation.” And yet 
there was then no nation of the Jaws; they were 
governed by Roman tetrarchs end & procurator. 
But the council (which after 4 D. 30 had no political 
power) resolved to put Jesus to death ; wherefore he 
“walked no more openly among the Jews, but went 
thence unto a country near to the wilderness, into a 
city called Ephraim and there continued with ‘his 
disciples.” Ephraim is conjectured to be sixteen 
miles northeast of Jerusalem, but no one knows. 

~ The passover being now nigh at hand attracting 


many to Jerusalem “to purify themselves,” the coun- | 


dil ordered that if any man knew where Jesus was 
he should make it known that they might take him. 
28 Six days before the passover (marginal date 
` A p. 93) Jesus eame to Bethany, and there took sup- 
per with Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. Martha served 
the table and Mary anointed the feet of Jesus with 
a pound of spikenard, very costly. Judas murmured 
at the waste of money for such & purpose; he 
thought it might hay been given to the poor. “Not 
that he cared for the poor,” says John, “but because 
` he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was 
put therein.“ Jesus replied, “Let her alone; sgainst 
the day of my burying hath she kept this. For the 
poor ye hav always with you, but me ye hay not 
, always.” : : 
Matthew and Mark say that this was at the house 
of Simon the leper, and that there came a woman 
with a box of ointment and poured it on the head of 
Jesus, not on his feet. But whether it was poured 


on his head or his feet it was the only anointing he 


. ever received. And yet prior to this anointing he is 
repeatedly called the meshiha, “anointed.” 

Luke also mentions the reception of Jesus at the 
house of Martha and Mary, but says nothing about 
. the supper nor the anointing ; and all three synop- 
lies ignore Lazarus. 

29 Many people coming to see Lazarus as well as 

Jesus, the chief priests consulted about putting 
Lszerus to death also. If he wes indeed such a 
friend of Jesus, to say nothing of his being raised 
from the dead, how unaccountable is the silence of 
the other gospels concerning him. And could Paul 
ever hay: heard of Lezarus, much less of his being 
raised from the dead, when he wrote Cor. xv, descant- 
ing on the resurrection of Jesus as “the first-fruits 
of them that slept?“ 

30 And now many people that had come to the 
feast hearing that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 
took branches of palm-trees and went forth to meet 
him, crying, “ Hosanna; blessed is the king of Israel 
that cometh in the name of the Lord.” And Jesus 


this until after the-glorification of their master. 
The Pharisees were vexed: at this demonstration. |- 


came mounted on & young ase, in falfillment of the 
seripture, “ Behold thy king cometh sitting on. an 
ass's colt." But the disciples did not understand 


Certain Greek proselytes who were attending the 
feast were willing to welcome Jesus, and the Phari- 
sees said: Behold the world is gone after him." 
31. Jesus addressed his disciples and the multi. 
tuđe, saying:  - í A 
The hour is come that the Son of man should be 
glorified. Verily, verily, I say.unto you, except a corn of 


wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone ; but if | 


it die it bringeth forth much fruit. : 
This we know is not true. Paul makes the same 
mistake. 


He that loveth his life shall loge it, and he that hateth 
his life in this world shall kec p it unto eternal life. 


A false monkish doctrin. : 

Now is my soul troubled, and what shall Isay? Father, 
save me from this hour; but for this cause came I unto 
this hour. Father, glorify thy name. Then came a voice 
from heaven, saying, I hav both glorified it and will glorify 
it again. 

Some who heard tbis thought it thundered. 
Others said: An angel spake to him.“ P 

Jesus answered ànd said: This voice came not because 
of me, but for your sakes. Now is the judgment of this 
world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And 
I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me. 

This they could not understand. But Jesus con- 
tinued : 

Yet alittle while is the light with you. Walk while ye 
hav the light, lest darkness comeupon you. . . While 


ye hav the light believethe light, that ye may be the children i 


of light. 3 

Having said this Jesus departed and hid himself. 
Though he had done many mirac'es yet they believed 
not on him, that the saying of Esaias might be 
fulfilled, namely: Lord, who hath believed our 
report —and again: “He hath blinded their eyes 


and hardened their hearts, that they should not see 


with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, 
and be converted, and I should heal them.” In 
other words, they were reprobates, predestined to 
be damned. But there were some of the Pharisees 
who believed, but were unwilling to confess him, 
lest they should be put out of the synagog. 

32. The last supper, according to John, was not 
the paschal feast, as described by the other evangel- 
ists. It is introduced abruptly in the fourth gospel, 
chapter xiii, thus: 

Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew 
that his hour was come that he should depart out of this 
world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in 
the world, he loved them to the end. And supper being ended, 
the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, to betray him; Jesus riseth from 
supper and laid aside his garments, and took a towel and 
girded himself. After that he poureth water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet. . So after he 
had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and 
was set down sum he said untothem, Know ye what I hav 
done to you? Ye call me Master, and. Lord; and ye say 
well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Master, 
fat washed your feet, ye ought also to wash one another's 

eet. E t 

This command of Jesus, recorded only by John, 
is obeyed by one insignificant sect of Christians. 

Presently Jesus said: One of you shall betray 
me." The disciples looked at one another, and 
Simon Kepha beckoned to John, who was leaning 
on Jesus’s bosom, to ask Who is it?” And when 
the question was asked, Jesus answered: He it is 
to whom I shall giv a sop when I hav dipped it.” 
And he dipped and gave the sop to J adas. 

How could the supper hav been ended before 
giving the sop to Judas? O ae translator has taken 
the liberty to render the words deipnou genomenou, 
“as supper was preparing” (Emphatic Diaglott). 
And this dipping of a morsel of bread in gravy 
shows that it was a very different kind of s supper 
from that described by the synoptice, which seemed 
to consist only of bread and wine. John says 
nothing about eating the body or drinking the blood 
of Jesus—nothing about blessing the bread or 
giving thanks for the cup—nothing even about wine. 
Nor is there anything in John's account of the last 
supper that agrees with Paul's statement in.1 Oor. 
xi, 23-27. In short, the supper described by John 
is not a eucharist ; nor indeed could it be, because 
it was eaten twenty-four hours before the feast of 
the passover. And yet, according to John, it was 
the last supper that Jesus ate. He did not liv to 
eat another. 

33. Nearly all of the four chapters of John 
describing the scene at the last supper is made up 
of sayings of Jesus and concluding with a prayer. 
Did John report it from memory? or is it & pious 
fiction written by a monk? 

It is unnecessary to note any part of the speech 
addressed to his disciples, but one thing in the 
prayer is very remarkable. Just think of Jesus ad- 
dressing his father and saying: And this is life 
eternal, that they might know the true God and 
Jesus, Mes kind, whom thou hast sent.” Jesus call- 
ing himself “the anointed” in a prayer to his 
father! According to the synoptics he had charged 
his disciples that “they should tell no man. that he 
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was Jesus the meshiha” (Matt. xvi, 20; A b. 32). 


But in the fourth gospel Jesus discloses his messiah- 
ship to everybody without reserve, and at last 
informe his father in heaven of the fact. 

94. From the supper table Jesus and his dis- 
ciples went forth over the brook Kedron and entered 
a garden where they had often been. The synoptics 


say they went out to the Mount of Olives, which 
was farther on, and thence to “a place called 


Gethsemane,” supposed to be at the foot of Mount 
Olivet. Here, according to the synoptics, Jesus 
retired to pray and suffered agony. But John takes 
no notice of all this. Judas with a band of cflicars 
came with lanterns. Did he kiss Jesus? Jobn does 
not say he did. Whom seek ye?” said Jesus. 
They answered: Jesus the Nazarene.” I am 
he,” said Jesus, and they went backward and fell to 
the ground. Again Jesus asked them, “ Whom seek 
ye?” and again they answered, “Jesus the Naza- 
rene" “I hav told you that I am he,” said Jesus. 
Then Simon Kepha drew his sword and cut off the 
ear of Malchus, the servant of the high priest. 


In the reign of G ieen Alexandra (78-69 B O) her 


son, Hyrcanus, was high priest, and contemporary 
with him was one Malichus who poisoned Autipater, 
the father of Herod the Great, and was in turn 
assassinated by command of the Roman general 
Oassius at the request of Herod, about the year 43 
B O. Malichus was at the time of his death in com- 


pany with the bigh priest Hyrcanus (Jos. Aut. xiv, 


11; War i, 11) Malich was his Hebrew name., 

85 The officers led Jesus away to Annas first,” 
says John, and adds in parenthesis: * For he was 
father-in-law to Osiaphas which was high priest that 
same year.” Matthew and Mark do not mention 
Annas, nor does Luke, except to say that Annas and 
Caiaphas were high priests when John the Baptist 
was preaching. But Auanus I. was high priest 4 p. 
7-21, and Joseph I. (Oaiaphas) A» 25-36. The 
blunder of calling Aunas high priest is repeated in 
Actsiv,6 John does not call Annas high priest and 
a little farther on says: Now Annas had sent him 
bound unto Oaiaphas the high priest.” And that 
was all that Annes did according to John. __ 

36. “Simon Kepha followed Jesus and so did 
another disciple,” says John, which other disciple 
was John himself. Suppressing his own name John 
magnifies his own importance. John knew the high | 
priest and went into his palace with Jesus, while 
Simon stood. without the door. Then John went 
out, and speaking a word to the damsel who kept 
the door, brought Simon. in. But the damsel 
thought she recognized Simon and said: “ Art thou 
not one of this man’s discipies?” He replied: “I 
am not.” Does it not seem as if John was an 


abettor of this falsehood, and that he also pretended 


not to be a disciple of Jesus in order to watch the . 
proceedings ? 

. Again, as Simon Kepha stood warming himself by 
the fire with the officers, they said: Art thou not 
one of his disciples?” Aud again he answered: “I 
am not.” 

Oace more, a servant of the high priest and a 
kinsman of the man whose ear Simon cut off, said: 
“Did not I see thee in the garden with him?” 
Again Simon denied, and then the cock crew. But 
John does not say that Simon coursed and swore, nor 
thai he went out and wept bitterly. AxTTIOHRTST. 

— . — M ——— ME 


Herbert Spencer's Latest Work. 


The ability of Herbert Spencer as a writer on sub- 
jects pertsining to mental or moral philosophy and 
social science is now so generally acknowledged by 
thinking men, that anything from his pen commands 
immediate and thoughtful attention. His latest 
work is entitled “Justice,” and is the fourth part of 
his great works on Ethics.“ To me it appears to be 
his best. In a little over three hundred pages he has 
stated the principles of justice in a remarkably plain 
and logical manner. There are no catchpenny 
phrases, no appeals made to bigotry, no leaning on 
authority. He seeks to point out what is justice, 
pure and simple, and states his conclusions in well- 
considered language. There is no mistaking his 
meaning. He is a master of pure Eiglish. It 
would be diffisult to select language which could 
better express his exact meaning. Throughout he 
manifesta a quiet and manly courage, using no op- 
probrious epithets nor bluster toward snyone. 

He appeals to no standard but reason. He teaches 
no moral that can offend anyone who ia not so wedded 
to superstition that nothing can satisfy him which is 
not taught by his cherch or indorsed by his pastor 
or priest. Above all, his principles are in harmony 
with each other, and all other known truth. This is 
a sure test of truth. There is not a crime or a vice 


that receives countenance from this noble work, nor 


is there one that is not condemned by the applica- 
tion of the principles of justics as set forth by him. 

Having no book, no creed, no catechism to defend 
as the perfection of reason and right, he manifests 
no superstitious reverence for sny human or pre- 
tended divine authority. He therefore is not en- 
gaged in reconciling his principles with either the 
Bible or any creed or profession. He wastes no 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 


24, 


1891. 675 


words with them, but quietly leaves them unmen- 
tioned. This is asit should be. 

This book is a complete justification of the idea 
that the purest and soundest morals can be taught 
without even mentioning the Bible or God or Christ 
or Obristianity, or in sny manner claiming or admit- 
ting that a perfect system of morals cannot be ascer- 
tained and taught without any reference to the teach- 
ings of one or the other of them. Fifty years ago 

when the Bible was quoted both to attack and defend 
slavery, with the advantage largely favoring slavery, 
one E. R. Tyler wrote a book attacking that institu- 
tion, entitled “ American Slavery a Malum In Se” 
(wrong in itself), in which he showed that slavery 
was wrong in every detail and from every point of 
view—wrong to the slave, injurious to the master, the 
community, and the state—but admitting that some 
slaveholders were better than the law required them 
to be, or not as bad as the law would permit them to 
be (as some Ohristians are better than their Bible 
and their creeds), and throughout the book he never 
quoted or referred to the Bible or Obristianity in 
support of his positions but said he purposely avoided 
it, in order to show that natural law alone condemned | 
the institution in every particular. Spencer’s “Jus 
tice” is written in about the same spirit. He de 
pends upon easily understood natural laws to sustaiu 
his teachings, e 
. This book should be on the table of every Free. 
thinker. It teaches the principles of justice. Ii 
will help to get its readers into the very useful habit 
of relying upon reason, and overlooking or discarding 
mere authority, Bible, or creed. It will widen the 
reasoning faculties in young men, and set them into 
broader and more manly channels of thought and 
action, and by so much as it does this it will make 
its readers better men, better neighbors, and better 
citizens. Appleton & Oo. hav done the public great 
service in the publication of Spencer's works. 
Kewanee, Iil., Sapt., 1891. Ley: Norta. 
ro ; 
Dr. Barnsfather's Consumption Cure. 


"To van Enor or Tue Trura Szexer, Sir: 
Having just received TRE Truru Seexer for Sep. 
tember 26;h, I observe therein (upon page 613) with 
much surprise, a letter from a gentleman who signe 
himself “M. L. Holbrook, M.D., editor of the 
Herald of Health,” proffering me some gratuitous 
advice, which I must claim the privilege to decline 
to take, and courteously declaring that I am “on the 
wrong track.” 

When such & learned and accomplished editor 
issues & decree of that nature, everyone who hat 
heard of his great genius and talents—and who 
among us has not, who has read the opinions he 
frequently givs of himself ?—will expect that a great 

amount of value will be put upon his ipse dicit, 

which, as far as my humble opinion goes, appears 
in this case to be nothing short of a protest against 
the possibility of there being anything new in science 
under the sun. His words in effzci are, that having 
left a beaten track, which he himself admits has 
hitherto failed to cure phthisis, I am “ trifling with 
nature.“ Dr. Martin Tupper, of respectful memory, 

sings that Glory shall be tinctured good or evil by 
the character of those who giv it,” and that being 
go, I must humbly but distinctly assert that neither 
Dr. Holbrook, nor any other narrow-thinking per- 
gonage, however accomplished, or supposed to be so, 
has any right whatever to become, and at his own 
hand constitute himself, a dictator to me or to other 
researchers regarding a matter which to suffzring 
humanity has unfortunately been a deplorable 
mystery as to its speedy and effectual cure, and 
which for that veritable reason has inter alia been 
my special study for now overa quarter of a century, 
and I boldly question, notwithstanding the respected 
position which the venerable doctor holds as the 
editor of the Herald of Health, whether he rightly 
understands and appreciates the full value of such 
researches, In my opinion, and the Editor's in 
the valued Trura Sxrexer just received, it is 
proper I should publish to the world, just as Harvey, 
Jenner, and others published the results of their 
earnest investigations, what I claim I hav discov- 
ered, so that hereafter sufferers may be benefited, 
and on the other hand my reward may bs to verify 
the saying of a great and learned writer, that the 
mind of a researcher that was among men, has in 
his writings become embalmed.” If Dr. Holbrook, 
in place of endeavoring to advise other medical in- 
vestigators to refrain from Jetting the world know 
the results of their microscopical researches, would, 
in his so-called Herald of Health, or elsewhere or 
otherwise, try his best to encourage them to giv 
publicity to their ideas, it would be a thousand times 
better and more consistent with his position than 
tendering gratuitous advice reg:rding matters about 
which he seems still to be totally in the dark. 

The world will rejoice, I hav no doubt, when the 

learned and erudite doctor publishes his promised 

great work of enlightenment on “The Hygienic 

Treatment of Consumption,” to which he refers in 
. his letter, if it possesses the real value at which he 
himself appreciates it. As to the doctor’s incon- 


à 


sistent assertion that there is about as much super- 
stition in medicin as in religion," the former being 
his own chosen profession, I do not believe, nor will 
any of your readers do so, thai that great scientific 
art, brought as it has been to comparativ perfection, 
its numerous beneficial powers and efficacies having 
been proved and acknowledged beyond doubt, ought 
to hav the finger of scorn and dubiety pointed 
toward it, as compared with the comparativ specu- 
lations regarding religion which at best, it must be 
universally admitted, are nothing more nor less than. 
the teaching of a tacit and fanatical faith and belief 
in that which possesses no substantial or reliable 
evidencs of verity on this side of the grave. 

I-boldly adopt your kind but just remark, Mr. 
Editor, that I hav every reason “from my experi- 
ments (so far as they hav been made)” to be per- 
leetly delighted with their results, and as it is quite 
true that “the patients are all enthusiastic as to the 
treatment,” I liv in the. joyous and satisfactory hope 
expressed by you, sir, that soon “ the saving of lives 
m begin and the reign of the terrible scourge must 
end." 

If there is a reasonable ray of hope of such a grat- 
| ifying result, does the learned editor of a so-called 
Herald of Health, I ask, wish to defeat its consum- 
mation, and that by what cannot be defined as any- 
thing short of a mealy-mouthed prejudice and ill- 
oatured jealousy? James Barnsraruzr, MD, 

Mem. Am. Micros. Soc. M. R. S. G. B. E. 

Edinburgh, Scotland, Oct. 7, 1891. 


— . ＋⏑ꝓꝓũ 


Fifteenth Annual Congress. 


The Fifteenth Annual Congress of the American 
Secular Union has been appointed by the Board of 
Directors to meet in Philadelphia, on Saturday 
morning, Oct. 31, 1891, at 10 o'clock, in Industrial 
Hall, corner of Broad and Wood streets, for the 
transaction of business, and to continue over Sunday, 
November 1st, if the Congress shall so determin. 
No arrangements will be made for reduced railway 
or hotel rates. poe 

The object of the American Secular Union, as is 
well known, is to secure the total separation of 
ehurch and síate in fact and in form, to the end that 
equal right in religion, genuin morality in politics, 
and freedom, virtue, and brotherhood be established, 
protected, and perpetuated. While we unite on what 
ig commonly known as the Nine Damands of Secu- 
larism, we propose to emphasize the following at the 
coming Congress : 

1. The equitable taxation of church property in 
common with other property. 

2. The total discontinuance of religious instruction 
andworship in the public schools, and especially the 
reading of any Bible. 

8. The repeal and prevention of all laws enfore- 
ing the observance of Sunday as a religious institu- 
tion, rather than an economic oue, justified by 
physiological and other secular reasons. 

4, The cessation of all appropriations of the pub- 
lic funds for educational and charitable institutions 
of a sectarian character. 

The American Secular Union is strictly unsecta- 
rian and non-partisan in both religion and politics, 
but will use any and all honorable means to secure 
its objects as above stated. It is not either publicly 
or privately committed to the advancement of any 
system of religious belief or disbelief, but heartily 
welcomes all persons of whatever faith to its mem- 
bership on the basis of *no union of church and 
state.” The word “seculer” is here used in its 
broadest sense, as applied to the state and not to any 
system of religion or philosophy. 

To discuss these questions in an orderly and 
friendly manner, and to devise ways and means to 
promote these objects, let us come together at this 
Congress as Freethinkers, Materialists, Spiritualists, 
Uaitarians, Uaiversalists, Free Religionists, Quakers, 
Progressiv Jews, and Liberal Christians, and, laying 
aside our peculiar views on religious questions, unite 
as American citizens on the one broad platform of no 
union of church and state, and the complete admin- 
istration of our secular government on purely secular 
principles. . 
The National Reform Association, having for its 
objact the establishment of Ohristianity as the relig. 
ion of the state by constitutional enactment ; the 
American Sabbath Union, working for the enforce- 
ment, by legislation, of the Jewish and Puritanic 
Sabbath on our free citizens; the Women's Ohristian 
Temperance Union, indorsing the platforms and 
po'icy of both these organizations; the churches, 
both Oatholic and Protestant, insisting through their 
ecclesiastical bodies upon the complete exemption of 
church property from just taxation, as well as upon 
the appropriation of public money for religious 
schools and other sectarian institutions; all these, 
and many others which might be mentioned, are 
imperiling our constitutional liberties. Every true 
Liberal and patriot, whether man or woman, should 
feel called upon to sid in organizing an effectiv 
opposition to these nefarious schemes. 

All who work for religious liberty are welcome to 


the coming Congress of the American Secular Union 
in the City of Brotherly Love. R. B. Wzsrsa:ox, 
President American Secular Union. 
Attest: Ina O. CRADDOCR 
Corr. Seo. American Secular Union. 
Philadelphia, Sept. 16, 1891. 
— — r a 9————————« 


In Colonial Days. 
Ostober 4:h Attorney W. F. Cooling lectured be- 


fore the Chicago Secular Union at Fort Dearborn 
Hall, 181 West Madison street, on Constitutional 
Religious Liberty." 


“It seems to be a common delusion,” said Mr. 


Cooling,“ that liberty has been indigenous to the 
soil of America and that the particular phase of it 
known as religious and intellestual liberty has been 
especially the glory of our ancestors. 
belief of many also that in some manner the federal 
Constitution guarantees to us exemption from the 
‘interference of religious intolerance, notably from 
the forced subjection to the imposition of a state 
church, clergy salaried by.thestate, and in short that 
church and state are forever separated here. 
surprise many therefore how different is the truth. 
Church and state united before the Revolution con- 


It is the 


It will 


tinued in a manner united for many years afterward, 
and this union has not been entirely dissolved, nor 
is there any provision in the organic law of the United 
States that would prevent a msjority of any state 
from establishing the worship of the Grand Llama 
of Tibet under any possible penalties to non- 
conformists. 

* All of the original thirteen colonies in some man- 
ner had an established religion and nearly ali had an 
established church. In the New England colonies 
Congregationalism was established by law, in the 
Southern colonies the Episcopal church or the 
Church of England had the same dignity.” 

Continuing in the same line of thought the speaker 
claimed ‘that in the charter of New Hampshire 
liberty of conscience was extended to all Protestants, 
“meaning thereby the extreme so-called orthodox 
element and that especially of the Church of Eag- 
land.“ That the first constitution of New York 
recognized a like condition having there existed by 
abrogating such parts of the common law and 
statutes as established any Obristian denominations 
or their ministers. That in Connecticut the Con- 
gregational church was established by law, while in 
Virginia from the beginning the Church of England 
was established. That the Church of England was 
established in Georgia by statute in 1758 and in 
Maryland something before the Revolution. In 
Massachusetts by statute in 1716 “a minister qual- 
ified by law, able, learned, and orthodox and of good 
conversation,” was to be supported by taxes. But, 
continued the speaker, in Rhode Island, Pennsyl- 
vania, New Jersey, and Delaware, no church was 
ever formally established, but at the same time in 
these latter colonies there was only the exemption 
from compulsory support and attendance of church 
worship, the most severe penalties being threatened 
against Infidels, Catholies, and idolators, who are 
generally classed together, and everywhere the old 
common law of England prevailed and the ideas of 
the old sixteenth century that it was the duty of the 
state to exercise a general police power over the 
thoughts and morals of the people.” 

With the independence of America he claimed 

there was no sudden break in religious sentiment, 
and that the Ist Amendment to the Oonstitution 
of the United States, which provides that Oon- 
gress shall mske no law respecting the establish- 
ment of religion nor prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof," does not prohibit the states from passing 
statutes in regard to religion, for says the Xth 
Amendment of the federal Constitution, “The powers 
not delegated to the United States by the Constitu- 
tion nor prohibited by it to the states are reserved 
to the states respectivly or to the people,” and that 
in fact several of the states continued under their 
old colonial religious laws on their statute books, 
and under the laws and constitution of Maseachusetts 
as late as 1834 there is a case on record wherein “a 
soulless corporation” in the way of a nail factory 
was taxed to support religion, the laws providing 
for the support of ministers, which was abolished 
in 1835. 
But the spesker claimed that even yet in New 
Hampshire and South Osrolina no Agnostic, Catholic, 
Mohammedan, Buddhist, or Jew can hold any office 
under the laws of those states. 

— dip ——— 
Governments, all will admit, hav improved; and, 
as laws are the expressions of the wills of the 
governed, it follows that men collectivly, and there- 
fore individually, hav improved. If society is 
better, man is better. The social conditions of the 
Middle Ages, or the Roman empire, or the days of 
Abraham were morally inferior to those of to-day; 
and though, individually, man’s morality does not 
seem to hav kept pace with the material improvement 
of his circumstances, it must be admitted that it has 
advanced, and therefore probably will advance.— 
Robt. C. Adams. : 
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Qu the Paritic Coast. 


The Bpecial Agency for the Pacific Coast of The Truth 
Seeker is at 888 Howard street, San Francisco, Cal., where the 
paper and our publications can be found and subscriptions re. 
newed. Mr. 8. P. Putnam, also, will receive subscriptions 
and renewals. 


formation. It is as follows: 


for the relief and deliverance of poor souls in purgatory. 
The society is organized on the insurance assessment plan, 


tribution ten cents. Among the benefits enumerated in 


News and Notes. 


The Portland convention was & most successful 
pathering. The meetings were well sttended. On 
Sunday evening the new Arion Hail was filled. A 
thousand people were present. 

The work of the Oregon state Secular Union dur- 
ing the past year has been excellent Everything 
was done that could be done by the committee 
appointed to bring the matter of church taxation 
before the legislature. It was found almost impossi- 
ble to secure action. The politicians are afraid of 
the business. They don't want to touch it. Yet it 
is a fact that thres-fourths of the legislature were in 
favor of taxing church property. The bill, however, 
in favor of this was not brought forward. It was 
difficult even to introduce it in commiitee. This 
shows the necessity of untiring work, and it will be 
years before the Demands of Liberalizm will be 
even fairly considered by the legislature. The 
Union will not giv up the fight. It will increase its 
forces and make bolder efforts. 

President Beal declined reélection. H> has made 
an admirable offiser. For many years he has been a 
leader in the cause of Liberalism. He now leaves 
Oregon for Washington, but not very far away from 
Portland. He has located s town on the Oolumbia 
river. The name of the town is Athens. Itis near 
the sea and Offers great facilities for shipping. It is 
expected to hay railroad communication with Port- 
land and the sound. Mr. Beal says that he will 
build a Freethought opera house at Athens and hav 
it ready for dedication to Universal Mental Liberty 
next Paine’s anniversary, January 29 h. I hope 
there will be & grand rally of Liberals on that auspi- 
cious Occasion. Athens promises to be in the future 
a Liberal city, and those who desire to locate amidst 
such influences in a beautiful and flourishing country 
with the broad river and the broad sea before them 
could not do better than take & trip to this point, 
or communicate with C. Beal, of Oathlamet, Wash., 
who will tell them all about it. Portland and the 
Columbia river hav a great future. Wealth and 
enterprise sre bound to develop the resources of the 
magnificent lands from the Willamette to the Pacific 


prayers and masses said for the society,” and“ a special 
share in the novena of masses celebrated in Bt. Joseph's 


as the news of his death is received by the director. 


could not hav masses said for his soul. He didn't 
hav money enough. But now the spirit of ecõpera - 
tion prevails. Poor men can combine—pay a small 
initiation fee and monthly assessment and in this 
way be sure of a mass for their eternal benefit. They 
won't be left out in the cold. The church has 


frankness. What next? 

Sleeping and nodding all night long, I arrive 
Wednesday morning Ost. Tih at Grand Pass, a 
bright and lively city of about fifteen hundred peo- 


credit to a metropolis like Portland. It is the 
county seat of Josephine county. The hills about 
it are wild, rocky and wooded. They present a 
picturesque appearance. Grant's Pass is indeed a 
pretty place, and though business is rather dull just 
now, it has a fine outlook. There are productiv 
lands in this county and the lumber is ‘almost ex- 
haustless. Immense forests are on every hand. 

I hav struck a equad of ministers here—about 
seventy, from all parts of the state—real blue Pres- 
byterians. It is a synod, I understand. I hope 
some of these clergymen Will attend lectures. There 
are so many of them, they ought not to ba afraid 
of one Infidel speaker. My platform is free. Let 
them come out in force and ses what they can do. 
It is seventy against one. Now is their time or 
never. 

I giv two lectures at Grants Pass, and the 
attendance is very good, considering that a whole 
synod is on the other side. I hav twice as many 
the second night as the first night. I was intro- 
duced by William M. Richards, a pioneer Liberal 
here, who himself can take the platform if need be 
and defend Freethought. John G. Abbott is 
another of our sturdy supporters; George Daan 
and William Dzan and George Walters are also in 
line. Grant Orme and Mrs. Sarah Huggins join 
Tur TRT Szexer ranks, and others are coming. I 
enjoyed my stay. ‘These are the first Freethought 
lectures in the place, and the outlook is attractiv. 
Fine churches. are here, but there is not much mar- 
ket for theological goods. 

I leave Grant’s Pass on Friday morning. It is 
glorious westher, and enchanting prospects spread 
around as I dash through Rogue river valley; the 
hills luminous above the fields, which ars ornamented 
with a thousand homes, the orchards and gardens 
glittering with varied colors. Mount Pitt rises 
like a mighty pyramid in the glowing south. Thence 
from the valley the long train slowly climbs the 
Siskiyou range and scenes of wild magnificence 
unroll upon the vision—snormous hills, vast cham- 
bers resplendent with autumn colors, red and yellow 
and gray and dark green mingling in flaming pict- 
ures. Through the immense circles we rise, while 
from out the towering and majestic forms Mount 
Shasta again pierces the sky in snowy splendor— 
far shining on our pathway for a hundred miles. 
Then amidst solitudes, except for the thundering 
train, we leap along the Sacramento, which dashes 
in wild glory from cafion to cañon. It is gorgeous 
sunset now. The golden clouds float over the vast 
canopies. Amid the lustrous twilight rises the 
silver moon, and flings its tremulous radiance on the 
white foam of the river and the dark encircling 
trees. I fall into the land of dreams, while the red 
eye of the iron horse sweeps the broad valley. 
When I look upon the purple dawn, the bray is before 
me—the glimmering fields and tie misty mountain 
tops, the towers of Oakland, and the picturesque 
hights of San Francisca, and before breakfast I am 
at the Freethought office, and shake hands with 
Brown, Replogle, and Donlevy. Business is going 
on here, although Freethought has taken its esgle 
flight to the Atlantic—not to sink, but still to pour 
its burning life into new paths. I hardly recognize 
the office when I see it, for a fresh emblazonry is in 
front of it, with gorgeous hues, and I am not sure I 
am in the right place until Brown give greeting. 
Beautiful picture-books and stationery are here 
Tue Truru Szxxen—and I hear the music of the 
job printing-press. We are not dead, although a 
change has come over the spirit of our dream. If 

From Oregon with its woods and hills and sweep- we cannot work one way then we will work another. 
ing rivers and busy marts, up the vast and beautiful | Yes, it is different from what it was when I started 
Willamette valley in the evening sun of October 6 ch, on this journey; but if the familiar pages of 
aboard a long train of cars crowded to the utmost| Freethought do not greet my eyes, nor the “man 
capacity, I speed towards golden Oalifornia. I met with the badge-pin,” still along the vast line from 
Hovey, of San Francisco, and Nelson, of Woodburn. East to West the flag advances. 


ocean. 

Mrs. Krekel has labored incessantly in the lecture 
field for the last six months, and has traveled thou- 
sands of miles day and night, on buckboard, stage 
coaches, etc., and kept the fires of Liberalism burn- 
ing through a long line of country. She did not 
think it advisable to continue the field secretaryship 
and declined réslection. The Union feels that her 
work has been valuable and the results will not be 
lost. If the advance cannot be accomplished one 
way it will another. 

J. Henry Schroeder was elected president. He is 
one of the best workers in Oregon and will carry on 
the purpose of the Union with the same pertinacity 
and enthusiaem that characterized the labors of Mr. 
Beal. i 

Mrs. Sarah O. Todd, of Forest Grove, was elected 
secretary. She is well known for her ability and 
earnestness in the Liberal cause. Reuben Wright, 
the treasurer, is a stanch supporter, and with these 
officers the Union will keep its flag bravely flying. 
The list of vice-presidents was revised and those 
selected from each county who could be depended upon 
to do the best work. It was the objectof the conven- 
tion to hav a reliable executiv force in the field dur- 
ing the coming year. It was unanimously resolved 
to raise a fund of. $500 in addition to the nearly 
$400 already contributed for the expenses of the 
convention and the work of the field secretary the 
last year. 

The convention constantly ineressed in numbers 
from beginning to end and closed with enthusiasm 
and hope. Those present felt that we were moving 
on—that from year to year there is progression, and 
the Secular Union was never in a more promising 
condition. The proceedings of the convention were 
harmonious. With many differences of opinion on 
many subjects, concerning the great and general 
principles there was the utmost accord. 

I enjoyed the convention. There was an inspiring 
atmosphere about it.. I met many friends and the 
handshake was cordial all around. Oregon Liber- 
als can feel proud of what they hav accomplished. 
The past year has been a notable one of patient and 
courageous work, and so far as the Pacific coast is 
concerned we can say, “This old world is growing 
brighter." 


Hovey gave me an item which I will put into News 
and Notes, as it give a very interesting piece of in- 


DkrRRR, Wis., May 19.—Father Duren of St. Joseph's 
Catholic church has evolved a new idea and formed a society 


the initiation fee being twenty-five cents and the annual con- 


Father Duren's prospectus are: ‘‘ Participation in the 


church from November 2nd to November 10th.” A novena 
of masses will be said for any member of the society as soon 


This is a fine assurance policy. The poor man once 


caught on to the insurance idea with a delightful 


ple, with many elegant buildings that would do| 


I cannot close this letter without asking my Free- 
thought friends who hav stood by me and the work 
80 well for years to accept with courage and confi- 
dence the new movement, and I hope that everyone 
on the list of Freethought will be on the list of Tux 
Tsuru Srxxer and help make it a more powerful 
journal, for by swelling its ranks we can aid the 


victory of our cause. From the Atlantic tothe 


Pacific we must keep up the conflict, we must culti- 
vate the spirit of fraternity. | i 

I also ask our Liberal friends of the coast to aid 
in maintaining the branch office at San Francisco. 
It is of importance. We do not ask for any gifts of 
money, but for business. Buy books of us, hav job 
printing done. If you want beautiful pictures of 
yourselvs and families, Freethought office has made 
arrangements to furnish them cheaply and skillfully. 
Now that the weight of the paper is taken off our 


hands, the other branches of the business can be 


made a success and we can hav a cheerful rallying- 
place for Freethinkers on the coast. Tux Truru 
SEEKER will be our avant courier now, but we will 
keep a fireside glow at the Golden Gate. 
Samvurt P. Pornam, 
Freethought Office, 838 Howard St., San Francisco. 


The Bible in the University. 


Wasuineron SEOULAR UNION, 
Fremont, Wasa , Sept. 28, 1891 

To raz BOARD or REGENTS OF THE WASHINGTON 
Srarze Universiry, Gentlemen: The Washington 
Secular Union, with local branches in nearly every 
district in the state (alike east and west of the Oac- 
ordes), organized to protect its members and ail 
other worthy citizens in the “absolute freedom of 
conscience in all matters of religious sentiment,” as 
guaranteed by our state constitution, reapactfully 
calls attention and solicits your earnest consideration 
of the followirg facts: n U 

Article I, Section 2 of our state constitution reads : 
“Absolute freedom of conseieres in all matters of 
religious sentiment, belief, and worship shall be 
guaranteed to every individual. 

* No public money or property shall be appropri- 
ated for or applied to any religious worship, exercise, 
or instruction, or the support of any religious estak- 
lishment.” i 

The law of our legislature (page 516, Session 
Laws 1889-90), an act in relation to the establish- 
ment and government of the University of the 
State of Washington, provides : 

Section 15. “ The funds of the University shall be 
derived from the proceeds of the sale of land donated 
by the United States for the endowment of a univer- 
sity, and the admission and tuition fees of the stu- 
_ snd such appropriations ag the legislature may 
make.” 

Sec. 21. The sum of $10,000 is hereby appropri- 
ated out of the state treasury,” elo. 

It is not denied that the University is sustained by 
appropriation both of publie property and of publio 
money. Nevertheless, at a meeting of the board of 
regents held in the city of Seattle July 10, 1890, the 
following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the religious exercises in the University be 
confined to reading passages in the Bible and repeating the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

The board of regents thus declared that reading 
the Bible and repeating the Lord's Prayer consti- 
tute religious exercise. 

The constitution of our state declares: “No pub- 
lic money shall be appropriated or applied to any 
religious worship, exercise, or instruction.” 

The State University is created and maintained by 
the civil government, and therefore is & civil, not a 
religious, institution, and is not maintained in the 
interest of or opposition te religion, nor in the inter- 
est of any denomination or sect, but of the people, 
by the people, for the people. 

The sole purpose of our State ‘University is to 
provide the highest Secular education to ita students, 
not to impart religious instruction or to provide a 
place of worship. 

The state has no right to teach in its Uaiversily 
or in the public schools or elsewhere the Ohristian, 
Jewish, Buddhist, or any other religion. 

The attempt of any body of Christians. to intro- 
duce their denominational doctrins and dogmas into 
the University would by every other denomination 
be rightfully denounced as a monstrous usurpation. 

Liberty of opinion, liberty of worship, liberty in 
all matters pertaining to religion is not a privilege 
created or awarded by the state, but a right inherent 
in the personality of the individual conzcience, and 
the state of Washington is pledged by its constit1- 
tion not only not to interfere with that right, but to 
protect it. 

The board of regents has no more right to author. 
ize, much less to pay from public money for, tte 
erection of a chapel in connection with the Univer- 
sity, or to pay salary to any person to conduct relig- 
ious. exercises or giv religious instruction therein, 
than it has to apply the funda of the University to 
Sending missionaries to the so-called heathen. 

Our worthy superintendent of public instruction, 
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struggle, succeeded in getting it placed in the|but which would serve both, yet he would not listen 


a member of your honorable board, recently applied 
to State Attorney-General Jones for his official opin- 
ion as to the legality cr constitutionality of conduct- 
ing devotional or religious exercises in our public 
_Behools, 

Your serious attention is solicited to that opinion. 
Our state attorney-general quotes Justice Lyon: 
“That reading the Bible in the school is sectarian 


instruction ; that a pupil of ordinary intelligence is 


instructed thereby in sactarian dcciring.” 

In conclusion, after reference to numerous author- 
ities, he decides that reading the Bible is strictly 
religious exercise within the meaning of Article I, 
Section 11, providing that no publie money or prop- 
erty shall be appropriated for religious worship or 
instruction. 

The Washington Secular Union, its officers and 
members, are without exception the devoted friends 

of the University, and it is because of our deep inter- 
est in its prosperity we desire there shall be nd just 
cause for any sect, denomination, or class of people 
to oppose or use influences against it, but rather 
that all can unite in its support and the true intent 
and purpose of its institution be fully accomplished. 

Confident your respect for the constitution and 
laws of the state will insure your prompt rescinding of 
the resolution complained of, and that you will forth- 
with issue the necessary orders to insure compliance 

by the faculty with the requirements of the constitu- 
tion prohibiting religious exercises or instruction in 
connection with studies of the University, I hav the 
honor to subscribe myself, 

Yours respectfully, O. B. REYNOLDS, 


Sec. Washington Sec. Union, Fremont, Wash. 
: — . —ä－üÜ4 — ———- 


What Is the Matter With Wettstein! 

I should judge by his writings that Brother Wett- 
stein has a very hard and bitter life or he would not 
think ib would be such an affliction to hav life con- 
tinuous. 

Is not life here, even in this rudimentary and un- 
develcped state, worth the living? I think go. I 
suppose that about as many thorns hav been mixed 
with the roses that hav bordered my pathway along 
life'a highway as it is usual for mortals to find, and 
yet I think it is a blessed thing to hav life, to be 
able to see the golden sunshine, the bounteous har- 
vest fields, the broad expanse of prairies and -forest, 
to listen to the carol of birds, the laughter of child- 
hood, the grand strains of music, even if by virtue of 
these capacities we see deformities, ruin, devastation, 
and hear discords and wails of agony. 

It is worth so much to feel the warm hand- elasp of 
a true, loyal friend; to lock into his eyes and read a 
soul of truthfulness and integrity, even though 
sometimes enemies simulate it and we are deceived. 
In fact, I think this earth life with its aspirations and 
disappointments, with its hopes and fears, its suc- 
cesses and failures, is really worth the living. 

If this be true, and this is, as it must be, if con- 
tinued individual existence is & fact, the childhood 
or rudimentary state, the future instead of being a 
misfortune must be as much more desirable than 
this, as a life of great intellectual and moral attain- 
menta is preferable as a promoter of happiness and 
individual well-being to a condition of ignorant un- 
development. The artist who laid down his brush 
with his ideal but half suppressed, the singer with 
his soul full of harmonies that would bless his fel- 
lowa by expression, the mathematician with his 
problem but half solved, the scientist with his truth 
. undemonstrated, the inventor who saw his great 
work not completed, whereby the world could be 
sent onward in its evolution a hundred years in a 
day ; all these could take up their work again, com- 
plete their tasks, and permanently reap the result. 

I remember hearing J. H. Burnham in a lecture 
on one cocasion say: “I do not know that there is a 
future life, but it seems to me thera ought to be.” 
So it seems to me. After a life of mistakes whereby 
valuable lessons hav been learned, of attainments, 
through great personal sacrifice and heroic endeavor, 
whereby, in some measure, the “how to liv" has 
been learned, it would be more desirable to go on 
reaping the results of one’s attainments and adding 
thereto than is this beginning of life in such abject 
ignorance and helplessness. 

Ves, it is glorious to liv here, notwithstanding all 
our disadvantages, and the more we grow in wisdom 
and goodness the more glorious life will become. 
And I am convinced by irrefutable evidence that the 
change denominated death, whereby is sloughed off 
the cruder from the finer material, makes no change 
in the character of the man, only givs him greater 
advantages for unfoldment. Life is a precious boon, 
Brother Wettstein, and the more valuable as it is 
enriched by experiences. 

Chicago, Iil. Jurizr H. Severance, M.D. 

— d — 


Paine's Portrait in Independence Hall. 
The portrait of Thomas Paine in Independence 
Hall, Philadelphia, is a copy of an original by J. W. 
Jarvie, of New York, an intimate friend of Paine. 
The copy was made by Basa O:is, of Boston, for Mr. 
F. L. Taylor, who, after sixteen years of protracted 


“museum.” Mr. Taylor now resides at Lawyer's 
Road, Campbell county, Va. In 1861 he published 
at Burlington, N. J., a pamphlet entitled, “ Testi- 
monials to the Merits of Thomas Paine.” 
W. H. Bunk. 
— ———ů 


Items of Foreign Freethought News. 


The religious circles of Germany are highly 
agitated on account cf the frequent indictments end 
subsequent trials for heresy among the Protestant 
as well as Catholic clergy, which seem to increase 
rather than decrease in number. 


Friedrich Sciineman-Pott, lecturer of the Free 
Religious Society of San Francisco and a well- 
known writer on ethical and Freethought subjects, 
died in St. Helena, Cal, on August 3d. Mr. Schü 
neman was born in Homburg (Baden), April 5, 1826. 
He studied for the ministry of the Lutheran church 
at the University of Marburg, but before he was 
ordained he renounced the Obristian religion and 
accepted a call as lecturer for the Free Society of 
Nordhausen. In 1848 he was indicted for high 
treason and thrown in prison. After his liberation 
he went to Halberstadt, where he gained the friend- 
ship of the old Baron Ernst von Pott, who subse- 
quently adopted him. In 1854 Sel üneman came to 
America and was for sixteen years lecturer for the 
Free Society of Philadelphia, from whence he re- 
moved to San Francicco. We extend our sympathies 
to his relativa and with them mourn the loss of a 
good and prominent co-worker in the cause of 
Universal Mental Liberty. His remains were 
cremated at Los Angeles. 


The Federation of Free Religious Societies of 
Germany numbers 79 societies and 10 auxiliary 
divisions. The society of Berlin has 4 000 members ; 
of Offenbach, 1,600; of Magdeburg, 1,000; of Man- 
heim, 755. About 10,000 members are found in 
Prussia, 7,000 in Hessen, 200 in Baden. The 
Federation numbers about. 50,000 members, and 
aside from the property owned by the individual 
societies has a bank account of 3,675 marks. 


Italy is a bad place for the clergy to prosecute 
unbelievers. Editor Novelli of the Florence Vero 
Monello (The True Rogue), who was indicted for 
irreverence and blasphemy of the holy Catholic hum- 
bug, was discharged. The audience that crowded 
the spacious courtroom could not refrain from 
cheering the verdict. The sky-pilots made them- 
selvs small and disappeared down the backstairs. 


Among the prominent Freethinkers of Sweden we 
must mention Anton Nystrom. Besides an out- 
spoken and activ worker in the cause, Mr. Nystrom 
is likewise a writer of prominence, and recognized 
as such by historical scholars and students in all 
countries. Last month appeared volume V of his 
“ Allm än Hultur Historia,” (General History of 
Civilization), and the verdict of the press, both 
Swedish and foreign, is highly favorable. We bav 
read volume I, and do not hesitate to place him far 
above Buckle, and for sound philosophical judgment 
he is superior to Lecky. It is amusing to notice the 
silence of the press in general as to Mr. Nyström’s 
anti-Christian belief. The scientific journals only 
dare mention the fact that the greatest living Swed- 
ish historian is a Freethinker. 


It is distressing for us to contemplate the igno- 
rance of Freethinkers. How often hav we not 
inquired, * Where is hell?” and the only answer we 
received was the mocking echo. It has been left 
for our opponents to locate our future abode. In 
the Jesuit catechism by Father Scourville (Lux- 
emburg, 1873) we read the other day as an answer 
to the question, Where is hell?" Hell is inside 
the earth. Itis not large. It need not be, for the 
damned are hurled headforemost down in the abyss 
and packed like sardines in a box, and between them, 
under them, and above them soars the fire.” 


In Fritänkaren of September 15th is published 
a stenographio report of Victor Lennstrand’s debate 
with the Rey. N. Nymansion, which took place 
August 16th. We hav read all of Mr. Lennstrand’s 
lectures and speeches that hav been published, and 
are hence able to giv a judgment of the value of this 
his latest production. We think Mr. Lennstrand 
has surpassed himself. The lecture is full of facts ; 
now stern, now pathetic; now he points out the 
ix consistencies, the cruelties of the Christian religion, 
now he hurls the spear of sarcasm against the 
Christian faith. Space will not permit the transla- 
tion of this his excellent addition to Freethought 
literature; but we cannot refrain from giving one 
short extract containing one of the most powerful 
indictments of Christianity by one who did believe, 
and who sought peace and found it not: “I dis- 
covered that no matter how earnestly, how devoutly 
a man asked God for a favor, a favor that was not 
opposed to his honor and the welfare of mankind, 


to the prsyer. I did not turn away from him the 
first time nor the tenth nor the hundredth time he 
answered me not. I hoped, I prayed; I thought, 
He is trying my faith, he will draw me to him, and 
when the time comes he will fetch me out of this 
darkness to light and truth; but the time never 
came. I inquired, I read the Bible from end to end, 
erouching upon my knees, but not one question did 
Ged answer, not one doubt did he solve, not one ray 
of light let shine on me.” We advice our Scandi- 
navisn friends to send for Fritankaren No. 18 
and distribute it broadcast among their Obristien 
neigh bore. A better campaign dccument cannct be 
found. 


The harvest weather in South Germany is bad, 
hence the archbishop of Ko'n has ordered prayers 
said asking for gocd weather. Here in America we 
make the weather. 


Five new societies were added during the month 
d September to the French Freethought Feder- 
ation. 


August 2nd the Freethinkers of Paris and delegs- 
tions from most of the French counties unveiled a 
statue in honor of the Freethought martyr, Etienne 
Dolet. Several thousand people were present, and 
while the bands played La Marseillaise the covering 
was removed, and the handsome statue greeted with | 
the cries, “Liv the Republic! Liv Freethought !" 
The lateness of our announcing this event is due to 
the non-appearance of La Raison. 


The yearly congress of the French Freethought 
Federaticn will be held at Salle de l'Ermitage, rue 
de Jussieu 23, Paris, on Oot. 25th. 


No. 14 of our contemporary Der Lichtfreund, 
edited by Edward Schwella, was confiscated by the 
imperial police of Vienna, because it contained a bad 
article entitled “‘ The Defects of the Christian System 
of Morals.” We congratulate our friend Mr. 
Schwella, for such persecution generally works the 
other way, and we suppose he has already received 
a goodly number of new subscribers. The imperial 
police should turn its attention to the morality of the 
imperial family. The treatment of the unfortunate 
countess Maria, the victim of the suicide and mur- 
derer the late crown-prince Rudolph, proves that that 
family necs regulation badly, and also a new moral 
guidebock besides the family Bible. 

OO 


Resolution. 

The Fa: mer’s and Laborer's Union of Good Hope, 
Dayton, Rhea Oo., Tenn., at its last session adopted 
the follow ing preamble and resolution: 

WREkREAS, The Nstional Farmers’ Alliance, at its recent 
session at Ocala, Fla., adopted a resolution requesting the 
closing of the Columbian Exposition on Sunday, or as it was 
termed the American Sabbath: and 

Wuerrss, Governmental interference in the interests of 
any particular creed or religion is an abridgment of the 
untrammeled exercises of religious preferences and relig. 
ious liberty guaranteed by the Constitution of the United 
States, and therefore an infringement of a cardinal feature ; 
and 8 
WXE REA 8. Our order being strictly non-sectarian, should 
take no stand discriminating either for or against any relig- 
ious tenet ; 

Resolved, That we deprecate this hasty and ill-considered 
step toward the restriction of individual freedom of con- 
science, and earnestly request our supreme counsel to recon- 
sider its action. ; à 


— . —ü— 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W. 8. BELL is at Des Moines, Ia., where he will make bis 
headquarters while lecturing in Iowa. 


Oz Mr. Charlesworth’s lecture in Chicago, E. A. Stevens 
writes: I exceedingly regret that circumstances made it 
impossible for our friend Charlesworth to meet with the 
welcome of which heis worthy. Owing to dangerous illness 
in my family when the time arrived for activ efforts to 
make the lecture a success, I found myself fully occupied in 
the sick chamber. Realizing that personal work is worth 
more than $100 in newspaper advertising, I wrote Mr. 
Charleswerth to postpone lectures till his return trip. Those 
he never received, but came on full of anticipation of a good 
time and a large audience. The cnly thing to do was to go 
ahead and make the best of it. If the audiences were mea- 
ger, they at least were appreciativ, and while the lecturer 
may hav been disappointed by the lack of numbers, his 
hearers wcre more than satisfied— yes, astounded—at his 
masterly exposition of the ‘Philosophy of Secularism.’ It 
was not a basket of literary chips taken from various 
writers and patched together like some amateur lecturers, 
but & thoroughly studied, logically reascned, and trenchantly 
expressed discourse. It was a lecture with a vertebra. One 
of Mr. Watts’s admirers said he doubted if Mr. Charlesworth’s 
noted countryman could hav done better. The evening 
topic thrilicd the audience with admiration for the young 
orator's splendid sarcaem, his forcible array of damaging 
facts, and his complete refutation of theological preten- 
sions, culled with care from their own authentic sources. 
‘Christianity Condemned by its Own History is just what 
its title indicates, which was another agreeable surprise.“ 
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Communications. 


English Notes. 


The Theosophie dispute waxes warmer and warmer, 
and the English people are getting thoroughly sick 
of the whole thing. Mrs. Besant has almost ceased 
to be interesting. Clever she undoubtedly is; elo- 
quent and charming in her discourses, she cannot 
fail to be; but the shrewd common sense of the 
multitude revolis at the foolishness of her Mahatma 
theories and the simplicity of the folk who can be 
found to put their faith in her assertions about 
precipitated letters and other marvels. But if any- 
thing farther were needed to cause the destruction 
of the Freethinkers’ admiration of that gifted lady, 
it would be found in the newly developed belief 
in our old friend Jesus Oarist. Who does not know 
how Mrs. Besant pulled him to pieces in the good 
old days? Then she disbelieved in him body and 
soul. Evidences were not lacking as to the hollow- 
ness of the Ohristian faith. Without other evidences 
she now accepts him as s fact—an initiate who per- 
mitted himeelf to be reincarnated one hundred and 
seven years before the Christian era (Madam Blavatsky 
said so, and so it must be true) for the good of 
mankind. 

Well, enough is as good as a feast, and we hav 
bad more than enough of Mrs. Besant and the new 

religion. 

The Bradlaugh Memorial Hall scheme is traveling 
over à rough ground. Oounsels are divided. Mr. 
Foote, the excellent president of the National 
Secular Scciety, is strongly in favor of saving the 
Historic Hall of Science as a fitting memorial to our 
dead hero. Other people, more ambitious and much 
less prudent, would prefer to wait a generation 
while larger funds can be accumulated, and then 
erect & pretentious memorial. Meanwhile Brad- 
laugh’s chiefest work would be languishing; his 
name would lose much of its power through for- 
getfulness, and the Freethought party would hav 
relinguished a fort it could never again. hope 
to capture. Surely if funds could be collected 
through the wide, wide world for a more fitting 
memorial in the course of thirty years there is no 
reason why that should not be done; but meanwhile 
to day must be allowed to look after to day, and 
we must do Oharles Bradlaugh all the honor we are 
presently able to do. 

On Sunday, September 29th, the Manchester peo- 
ple unveiled their testimonial to the great leader. In 
their hall in Rusholme road, now beautifully and 
tastefully decorated, a life-size portrait of Charles 
Bradlaugh was unveiled by Mr. G. W. Foote. Mr. 
and Mrs. Bradlaugh-Bonner took part in the cere- 
mony, aud Mr. J. M. Robertson, editor of the 
National Reformer, was in the chair. I was favored 
with an invitation to speak, but unfortunately a 
business engagement in London and a late train 
conspired to land me in Manchester just as the 
audience was leaving the hall. Mr. Sickert is the 
artist, and he has depicted the honorable member 
for Northampton pleading his right to a seat in the 
House at the bar of the (Commons. The face is from 
a photograph ; but the clothes are painted from the 
clothes he actually wore. Manchester is a lively 
home of Freethought. Besides the work going on 
in the hall, they hav two out-door stations where 
Freethought sddresses are given, and in many 
other ways Secularism is sent winging its course 
through Oottonopolis. The best of it is, that with 
all their vigor the Manchester folks grow still more 

. vigorous. 

Talking of out-door work, our London pro- 
gram [for October ghows that winter is com- 
ing upon us. From May to September, inclusiv, 
some thirty out- door stations are hard at work 
on Sundays delivering lectures snd distributing 
literature. The mejority of lectures are given 
in the morning about 11:30. Some are given in 
the afternoon or evening. Only two or three 
halla giv Jestures during the summer months. The 
October list shows but :fourteen places at work, 
although there are a few not upon the list which are 
still activ. Six indoor stations publish their lecture 
list, and to those must be added yet others whose 
lists were not ready for publication in the monthly 
paper. For ail that, we are everlastingly being told 
that Secularism is dying out, and even Mrs. Besant 
pretends to believe it. As a matter of fact, Free- 
thought is raising its head in the most unexpected 
places, and is more or less openly advocated by the 
most unlikely persons. Only last week a new 
work, published by the well-known firm of Eliot 
Stock, in Paternoster row, and entitled Credo and 
Oredulity,” openly avows that Colonel Ingersoll 
hopelessly defeated Mr. Gladstone, Cardinal Man- 
ning, Judge Black, and the four other champions 
who attacked him. The writing is obviously par- 
sonic and the diction American, but its matter is no 
more convincing than that of the seven champions 
whose incapacity to argue with Ingersoll the writer 
ventures to supersede and rectify. One test of the 
growth of Secularigm in London is (o be found in 


cope with our efforts. 


at the same hotel. 


the inability of the Christian Evidence Society to 
Their original policy was to 
put up one of their lecturers close against our plat- 
form wherever we raised one. 
that we outstripped them, and that if we were short 
of lecturers to satisfy the districts that crave for 
lecturers, they were still, less able to find man for 
man to interfere with the work already in hand. Yet 
they may hay legacies and bequests whilst we may 
not; their work is popular whilst ours is consid- 
ered disgraceful; they hav Christian prejudices in 


their favor whilst we hav them dead against us. 
Had we, then, one-half of their advantages Secular- 
ism would go on by leaps and bounds. 

Mr. Watts has been received with warm welcome 
on his return to London. I hay not had the pleasure 
of meeting him yet, though recently we were in Man- 
chester within a few hours of each other and stayed 
Last night, in Liverpool, I had a 
long chat with an old Secularist, Father Stocker, and 
he tells me that Miss Ada Campbell, who lectured 
here on Sunday, gave very great satisfaction. 
does not quite seem to understand English methods 
and is thought to ride the horse rather too highly 
for English palates. This I gathered also elsewhere. 


In a brief while, no doubt, she will tumble to oar 
insular ways and her eloquence will go far to increase 
the already great warmth of feeling which exists 
between the Freethinkers of England and America. 


Liverpool, Sept. 29, 1891. Sam. StTanDRING, 


— — — — 
Our London Letter. 
An article in the Contemporary Review. advocat- 


ing the secularization of cathedrals on the ground that 
the clergy are falling behind in the intellectual rsce, 
hag brought forward the champion word-spinner, Mr. 
Gladstone, to say a few words in their defense, and 
his reasons for saying such an assertion is inaccurate, 
untrue, and unjust are somewhat peculiar. 
names five individuals who hav died within the last 
two years as specimens of the intelligence of the 
clergy, an archbishop, a bishop, a dean, a canon, and 
a layman who wrote a few theological essays, all of 


He 


them men whose names are or goon will be forgotten, 


and who hav done practically nothing for the in- 
struction or benefitof the world. He moreover atates 
that all the public schools of this country hav cler- 
gymen for head masters, which statement is, however, 
erroneous, a8 the Pall Mall Gazette points out, and 
even were it otherwise, it does not prove that such 
schools are any better off through being under such 
control. 
by any means been instructed at these schools, 
which turn out a great majority of very useless and 
ignorant individuals. Another very curious argu- 
ment is that in certain ecclesiastical dictionaries the 
bulk of contributors hav been clerics, as though it 
required a great effort of genius for a member of a 
close profession to write in favor of his own craft. 


The best men the world has seen hav not 


Mr. Gladstone may hav very great faith in his par- 
ticular religion, but when he says “there is nothing 


that has come in the field that is going to supplant 


the old religion of our fathers,” whatever he may 


mean by that, he is talking nonsense—-but were he 


to liv long enough to see the present state of religion 
overthrown, he would no doubt be able to clearly 
show that this prophecy of his meant something 
quite different. 

The Theosophical controversy in the daily Chronicle 


has now terminated, all bets are off, and no one prob- 


ably bas gained any real knowledge on the subject ; 
the letters filled up a gap in a slack season and 
increased the sale of the paper and the Lon- 
don public is now patiently waiting for a new sensa- 
tion. 

The bishop of Jerusalem has been very much 
upset because he was not allowed £o preside at the 
meetings of the missionary conference, and has 
attacked his opponents through the medium of a 
pamphlet, which has been considered by the house 
of convocation. It appears that the bishop has not 
a sufficient supply of missionaries and the society 
cannot afford to increase the staff. The society he 
also scouses of engsging in systematic aggression on 
the churches of the East, which the society denies, 
though it contends that iis duty is to “convert the 
Jew, Moslem, and heathen to Christ.“ The arch- 
bishop of Oanterbury has advised the disputants to 
“ pursue their allotted work in peacefulness and 
siraightforwardness," eto., eic. The Jew, Moslem, 
and heathen who are supposed to be anxiously 
waiting to be converted must be highly entertained 
by these equabbles and greatly desirous of belong- 
ing to such a happy family. 

It appears from letters lately appearing in a 
religious weekly paper that the Young Men's Obris- 
tian Association is anything but a success. Even 
with the inducement of many secular additions the 
affair has flagged. It was expected that the gym- 
nasium would be a splendid draw, but the athletic 


members don’t care for the prayer and tea meetings 


and those in favor of the latter forms of dissipation 


will not develop their muscles; so as a last resort to 
prop the affair on its legs is a suggestion that the 
Young Women’s Obristian Association shall amalge- 


It was soon found 


She 


mate with the male society. It will be interesting 
to watch the result of this somewhat dangerous 
experiment, for hysterically religious people are as a 
rule rather inclined to erotic tendencies. ' M 
The president of the National Secular Society is 
by no means apprehensiv that the Freethought 
movement is in the same weak state as the Young 
Men's Obristian Association, as he has further 
enlarged his journal, the circulation of which must 
hav increased considerably to induce him to take 
such a step. His paper appears to be the most 
popular, as well as financially the strongest, of all 
Freethought papers published in this country. 
Mr. Watts has made a good beginning here, and 
will no doubt effeetivly spread the gospel of Free- 
thought over the middle and north of England. Mr. 
Baker, of Birmingham, has promised to do still 
more for the cause when he sees headway is being 


made. J. D. 


Nes Lecture Notes. 

At Pittsburgh I had a good audience notwithstand- 
ing the excessiv September heat. There is a strong 
band of Liberals here, and when they try to do any- 
thing they generally do it handsomely. Among the 
veterans there I met Roman Staley, Harry Hoover, 
Anthony Barker, and many others. From Pittsburgh 
I went to Massillon and delivered two lectures in the 
Opera House. I was royally entertained by Mr. W. 
S. Moke and wife. Between the morning and even- 
ing lecture we took a pleasant drive to Oanton and 
from there to Meyer’s lake, where ws found hundreds 
of people enjoying themselvs in various ways. I 
shall long remember my Sunday at Massillon. 

I did not lecture in Chicago, but went about see- 
ing the sights. The World's Fair occupies much of 
the people's thoughts here, and if all signs do not 
fail Chicago will set the civilized world to talking 
about this Fair, because it is to be the World's Fair. 

I stopped a few days at Olinton to see Brother 
James A. Greenhill, one of the true-blue Liberale, 
and to hear Brother John E. Remsburg giv two of 
his grand and well-known lectures, namely, False 
Claims” and “Thomas Paine.” The latter was deliv- 
ered at Lyons, an adjoining town to Olinton. The 
lectures were well attended and highly appreciated. 
In addition to what I hav said sbout Mr. Greenhill, 
I may parenthetically remark that he is a Scotchman 
by birth and an astronomer from choice. Star-gezers 
should make his acquaintance. - i 

Mrs. Allen, although not a Freethinker, entertained 
us just as well as if she had been one. " 

From Olinton'I took the cars for an all-night ride 
to this place. And when I reached Des Moines what 
s reception I did get!. It rained and rained, and the 
streets grew muddier all the time, and I could not 
get around to find our Liberal friends, and had. to 
betake myself to a hotel, where I sat at a window 
writing letters and occasionally lifting my eyes from 
the paper before me to glance into the street, where 
surged the irrepressible pedestrians. There were 
the moving umbrellas bobbing one way and another, 
the splashing feet in the mud, and the heavy sky 


banging down almost shutting out the light of day. 


Here was another day to be remembered. I had to 
possess my soul in patience. I hav always made ita 
rule when if rains to let it rain. It is in vain to try 
to pray the rain off or on. It has its own way. 

The next day was pleasant and I found our Lib- 
eral friends. 

Brother Jchn R. Charlesworth lectures here to- 
morrow. I will mention the lecture in my next. 
He is winning a good name wherever he goes. I 
shall remain in Des Moines as my headquarters dur- 
ing October and November, and then return through 
Kansas and Texas to California. Liberals along the 
southern route will please correspond with me before 
I get started. W. S. Berr. 

Des Moines, Ia. ; 

— —— — 


C. L. Swartz Again. 


TO rae Eprrog or TRR Tereora Szexer, Sr. Will 
you please let me say a word about the Swartz 
matter? Your correspondent, H. J. Wernwag, 
evidently does not understand the situation. Mr. 
Swartz is neither the proprietor nor the editor of 
the Sun. He writes up no one, bas never done so, 
in what is not “his Sun.” Mr. Swartz was simply 
the Topeka agent for the Sun, and it was his busi- 
ners to hand out the packsges to the newsboys. The 
newsboys still sell the Sun in Topeka but who acts 
as agent I do not know. 

If the editor or publisher of the Sun defames any- 
one’s character the law is open to him, and the Sun’s 
proprietors can be held responsible. It mattera not 
if the authorship of any equib” can be proven or 
not, the publisher ig known and can be held 
responsible. But no one has complained, no one 
has prosecuted for libel, and it was not on that 
ground that Mr. Swartz was arrested and indicted, 
but for circulating indecent literature, and this when 
the Bible circulates freely. These virtuous spasms 


of legislators who fear to hav their own acts. un- 


covered sre too thin to admit of the idea that these 
wise Solons hay any real care for the morals of the 
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"people, and in spite of their restrictions the Sun 
till circulates in Topeka. ^ — - Fe e ads 
Mr. Swariz has a family; he depends upon his 
labor for his and their support, and the profit on the 
papers gold would hav supported his family. —— 
"^ "When Mr. Wernwag will work month after month 
in a liberal cfüee for two-thirds of what he could 
< earn elsewhere simply because be wants to see the 
work go on, he may talk about being a liberal; but 


i he continues to judge adversely of that of which | 
he really knows as little as he seems to know of Mr. 
o Bwariz's ense, I think he had better go into the 


Catholic church and stay there, for he could do 
liberalism less harm then when claiming to be 2 
-` liberal I use the small ! to designate liberality in 
the general sense, for some of those who spell their 
liberalism with a capital letter are anything but 
liberal. ORA. i 
... The tone of the Sun does not please Mr. Swartz 
any more than it does myself, but it is nob any more 
indecent than are many of the placards posted upon 
fences and advertising boards pledging cures for lost 
` ‘manhood, private diseases, ete., and such advertis- 
ments are found in almost if not all of our daily 
- papers, and, with the present crowded condition of 
the labor market, if a Liberal, a genuin thinker, 
. Bhould refuse employment in any and every thing 
. which his sense of right condemned, his chances for 
bread and butter would be slim. Liberals should be 
intelligent enough to see that every encroachment 
upon the freedom of the press weakens. by so much 
the bulwark-of what liberty the church has not suc- 
ceeded in taking from us, and if the Sun or any other 
paper is suppressed for telling of what exists such 
» guppression does not do away with the facts. It 
seems to be considered more indecent to tell of bad 
things than if is to ¿¿v them. Society can never be 
. purged until its uncleanness is opened up to view 
and with the inéent of purging. Lors WAISBROOKER. 


How to Keep Ont of Hades. 


For thia cause God shall send them strong delusions that 
they should believe a lie (2 Thess. fi, 11). 

Hore is.a biessed promis of the most high God to 
the children whom he loves. E 

It may be argued that the people to whom this 
promis was made were wicked in the sight of the 
Lord, but they were not wicked enough to merit 
. damnation until they had believed s lie, and he sends 

them strong delusions for the express purpose of 
helping "the working of Satar with all power and 
signs and lying wonders” (2 Thess. ii, 9). 
: Surely “all power and signs and lying wonders” 
- in the form of a delusion would be sufficiently strong 
to make one believe almost anything. 

Nevertheless, God feared that they would believe 
the truth, notwithstanding Satan's all power, signs, 
and lying wonders.” So he also sent strong delu- 
sions, that they should believe a lie. 

Why did he wish them to believe a lie? 

In order that they might all be damned. 

Here let us observe that believing a lie, however 
strong the delusion may be, is an act worthy of 
damnation. It is important, therefore, that we seek 

the truth. 

32 We must be continually on the lookout, not only 
for Satan, but for God, also; for the latter sends us 
strong delusions that we should believe a lie. 
puts lying spirits into the mouths of his prophets 
(1 Kings xxii, 23; 2 Ohron. xviii, 22). "If, there- 
fore, a prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a 
thing, the Lord hath deceived that prophet” (Ezek. 
xiv, 9). 

1300 and many other instances show clearly that 
God has kept his promis concerning the strong delu- 
. pions he would send, and we are, no doubt, even now 
. laboring under strong delusions, believing more than 
one lie and in a fair way to be damned, so lef us look 
out for these delusions of the Lord, or he will get 
the best of us. 

We will begin at the beginning. 

In Gon. i, 27, we are told that God created man in 
hia own image, male and female, both at once; while 
in the second chapter we find a different statement— 
to the effect that God created the male first and the 
female afterward; but nothing is said about God's 
image. Is not one or the other of these a strong 
delusion? Were there two different creations of 
man, or are these merely two accounts of the same 
creation? 

Let us beware of delusions. 

Perhaps we shall say there was but one creation, of 
which we hav two accounts. Very well. Then 
Adam and Eve were the only persons on the earth 
until their children, Osin and Abel, were born, when 
there were four. But Cain killed Abel, when only 


three were left, two men and one woman; but the 


next thing we know Oain has a wife (Gen. iv, 17). 
Where did he get her? 
Our only way out of this dilemma is to believe in 

two distinct creations, but here may be a strong 

delusion. . 

Alas! we cannot escape it, and we shall surely 
believe a lie, no matter how we fix it. 
It we believe in one creation of man and believe 


He 


Did he marry his mother * |. 


also the story about- Cain's wife, we are believing a 
lie, unless Cain married his mother. 

But it seems. that God himself believed in two 
creations, or perhaps more, for he put a mark upon 
Oain to keep others from killing him, and Cain evi- 
dently believed the same way, for he feared that he 
should be killed by everyone that found him (Gen. 
W. 14, 155. 

Who was there to kill Cain? 

In Gen. v we find the case still more compli- 
cated, for we are told that male and female were 
created the same day, and both were named Adam. 
Is this a strong delusion? ^ > > 

"The Bible tells us that Michal had no child unto 
the day of her death (2 Sam. vi; 23). It also tells us 
that she had five sons (2 Sam. xxi, 8). . 

. One of these is a delusion. One of these is a lie. 

The Bible tells us that Christ and God are one. 
(John x, 30). It tells us that God is greater than 
Obrist (John xiv, 2895. 

One of these is a delusion. One of these is a lie. 

The Bible tells us that the righteous shall hav 
wealth and riches (Ps. exii, 1-3). He shall lay up 
gold as dust (Job xxii, 22,24), and in his house shall 
be much treasure (Prov. xv, 6). 

The Bible tells us that riches are a curse. Woe 
unto you that sre rich (Luke vi, 24). And one of 
thene is a strong delusion. One of these is a lie. 

No evil can happen to the just and good (Prov. 


xii, 21; 1 Peter iii, 13), But that was not the case 


with Job, who was a perfect and. upright man (Job 
ii, 3), but who was tortured until he cursed the day 
of his birth. à M 

Which of these is a strong delusion? Which is. a 
lie ?. d EE eri 

Elijah went up into heaven (2 Kings ii, 11). 

-No man ever went to heaven (John iii, 13). 
Which of these is a strong delusion? Which of 
these is alie, for believing which we are going to be 
damned ? : 

We are told over and over that some of us are 
going to heaven and the rest to hades, which we 


į must believe until we find that man hath no pre- 
[eminence above a beast, for both man and beast go 


to one place (Eccl. iii, 19, 20). 
One of these is a delusion. One of these is a lie. 

What shall we do among all these: strong delu- 
sions? How can we avoid believing a lie? How can 
we escape the damnation cf hell! 

The Bible tells us how the earth was made, but 
geology tells a different story. 

The Bible tells us that the earth is flat, rectangu- 
lar, and stationary. Astronomy disagrees. 

If the Bible be true, then science is a lie, and 
mathematics are a strong delusion sent for the pur- 
pose of making us believe a lie that we might all be 
damned. He that believeth not, shall be damned” 
(Mark xvi, 16). Holy mother and holy water be 
with the deluded sons of men. Czas, O. Hays. 

Locust Corner, O. ] 


It Worried Him. 
I'm a men that's gittin’ old and gray, 
And I worship God in the good old way. 
I've allus tried to do my best, 
And leave with him, the good Lord, the rest, 
And never to question what I can't see, 
But there’s somethin’ what’s er botherin’ me. 


What it? Well, never mind, I'm commin’ to it; 
I don’t want er go runnin’ through it— 

Jest giv me a chance ter hav my say 

Suthin’ like the mortgage—time ter pay. 

Can’t giv yer jest the right idee, 

But will tell yer what’s er botherin’ me, 


* The other night when I come in from work 
Pretty tired, for I’m no shirk, 
It I do say it. I've allus earned my bread 
By the sweat of my face, as the good Lord said, 
But you may think I ain't what I orter be 
When I tell yer what's er botherin’ me. 


I come in from work, as I said before, 
An’ was met by wife at the kitchen door, 
‘With & smile on her face as she’s allus carried 
Ever sence what we've been married 
Jou may think I mean haw when I say gee, 
And somehow can't tell yer what's er botherin’ me. 


The children were playin' at hide and.coop 

In the front room and 'round under the stoop. 
Say, it makes an old feller like me feel young 
Ter see the grandchildren all back hum, 

With every one in childish glee, 

But that ain’t what's er botherin’ me. 


Yer see, William’s boy, the oldest one yet 

On them what was playin’ out on the front step, 
Comes in and climbs up onter my lap, : 
He knows I think him a right smart chap, . 

He likes to hear stories about the sea— 

Eh! think there's nothin’ botherin’ me? 


William’s boy he goes to school, 

And the marm. says she, He hain't no fool." 
And he says, Grandpa, this world's round, 
And from anywhere, purs in, that’s down.” 
And so he talks, and 1 thinks, and we 

Can’t make it out an’ its botherin’ me. 


Now I allus calkerlate when I git down to pray 
That heaven’s up, so I looks that way. 
Now, sposin’ I’s on the tother side 
A prayin’ ter him what fur sinners died, 
Would I look up er down ter see? 
Now that’s just what's er botherin’ me. 
N. JASPER BUTHERLAND, 


Doubt and Faith. 
Lecture by S. P. Pu. nam at Odd Fellows’ Hall, Snohomish Wash, 

There were not seats enough to hold the people 
who went to Odd Fellows’ Hail Thursday evening to 
hear S. P. Putnam speak on “The Philosophy of 
Camp Meetings and Revivals.” A good many came 
and went away because there was no place to sit 
down. Those who stayed, however, got their 
money’s worth, and & whole crowd of our solid 
citizens were there. 

. Mr. Putnam came upon the plaiform promptly at 
8 o'clock, and began his lecture by quoting a remark 
from Sam Jones, the revivalist. Jones said a year 
or two ago, and repeats the remark on all occasions, 
that he would rather be the worst criminal in the 
world than an avowed and outspoken Infidel. 
Jones, of course, presents Christianity as containing 
all that is good in the world and Infidelity as repre- 
senting all that is bad. Mr. Putnam desired to 
correct this misrepresentation. The difference 
between Christianity and Freethought was not the 
difference wholly between good and bad, but a 
fundamental difference concerning the philosophy of 
life. Ohristianity commands us first to believe. 
Infidelity (which the speaker repudiated in its 

eneric sense but accepted as meaning Freethought) 

elis us to doubt before we believe. Doubt, as 
Aristotle says, is the beginning of wisdom. This is 
the vital distinction between religion on the one 
hand and Freethought on the other. The one 
emphasizes the necessity of believing; the other of 
proving first and believing afterward. The founda: 
tion doctrins of Christianity, Mr. Patnam said, were 
total depravity, vicarious atonement, and an eternal 
hellfire. Under the head of belief the speaker 
named some of the absurd things we are expected to 
believe in order to be a Christian, among which is 
the Jonah and the whale story, that Ohrist indorsed 
and used as a prophecy of his own coming and of 
his own mission to save the world. As Jonah was 
sent to save Nineveh, and as he was three days 
in the whale’s belly, so Ohrist was sent to save the 
world and would spend three days in the heart of 
the earth. The speaker showed the absurdity of the 
Jonah story and the lack of agreement between the 
record and the prophecy. In the course of his 
remarks Mr. Putnam inquired if, in presenting the 
fundamenta! truths of Obristianity, he misrepresented 
Christianity? A voice in the audience emanating 
from Mr. Sweeney, the real estate dealer, replied that 
he did. Mr. Sweeney was therefore invited to the 
platform to defend his faith, and when Mr. Putnam 
had closed his discourse he took the platform. 

Mr. Sweeney, who professed to be “a sort of a 
Ohristian," contended that doubt never accomplished 
anything; that all the good in the world came 
through Ohrietianity ; that the incentiv to do good 
had its source in religion. Doing right, he main- 
tained, was wholly unnatural and must be inspired 
from above. Being a trifle mixed in his biblical lore, 
the speaker affirmed that he believed God stopped 
the progress of the sun while Joshua crossed the 
Red sea, and that the story of Jonah living three 
days in the whale’s belly was literally true. The 
audience detected his error in confounding the army 
of Joshua with the children of Israel and laughed 
immoderately until he closed his address. 

In replying to Mr. Sweeney Putnam walked all 
over bis opponent.: He said in the outset that he 
had not been describing “a sort of a Christian,” like 
Mr. Sweeney, but the genuin orthodox article. 
Right and wrong were independent of the deity, and 


God could no more make one represent the other 


than he could make twice two five. Facts would be 
facta in spite of divine interposition, and the justice 
of God must conform to human justice or it would 
be no justice at all. The foundation of morality, he 
held, was not in any commandment, but had its sanc- 
tion in human experience. Whatever, on the whole, 
increased the sum of happiness was moral, and any 
line of conduct resulting otherwise must of necessity 
be condemned. He took up the arguments of Mr. 
Sweeney one by one and presented the facts which 
refuted them. He closed by reciting the poem, 
“Why Don't He Lend a Hand?” and the applause 
with which it was greeted showed that he bad capt- 
urad the audience. 

From here Mr. Putnam goes to Portland, to par- 
ticipate in the annual convocation of the Oregon 
State Secular Usion. 


1 Home Again. 

After an absence of five months I find myself 
again at the place which has been home for nearly 
thirty years, but in that time the home has been 
bereft of every human tie; only myself and the walls 
now constitute home. I hav been into the far Weat 
and hav enjoyed & great deal, but I am “ Yankee” 
to the Inst degree and would not if I could hav my 
home on those great prairies. Everything is too new. 
I Jike the old better. But not to-day will I say 
much about my visit. Please giv this note a place 
in your paper, so that my correspondents may know 
my whereabouts snd not address me at Orange City. 

Lvox N. Corman. 
412 Gifford st., Syracuse, N. Y., Oot. 9, 291. 
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Tux Bible Picture Book, we take pleasure in say- 
ing, is now under way, and will be issued as soon 
this fall ss the work ean be done and done well. 
The price will be $1, and it will contain a great deal 
for that amount. In renewing for Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
we hope our readers will not forget to inclose the 


dollar for it. 
a — — 


To the Friends and Subscribers of Freethought. 


I sincerely hope that all who hav supported Free- 
thought in the past will sid the work to which it has 
been devoted by becoming subscribers to Taz Taura 
Szex. Tue Tmurs SxzkEn will carry on the work, 
but it needs your ccoperation. It is a means by 
which I can reach you and push on the Pacific coast 
labore. Especially I ask those in arrears to pay 
what is now due to Tux TRUrn Srexer and place 
their names upon its list as cordial supporters for 
the future. ~ amoru P. Pornam. 

— 2 —äüä—) 
That Prize- Manual. 

Away back in 1889 the president of the American 
Secular Union thought it would be & good thing to 
hay a Manual for schools which should teach mo- 
rality without teaching religion, and he called upon 
the Freethinkers of the country to subscribe one 
thousand dollars as a priz» for the successfal writer 
of such a work. Eleven hundred dollars were 
subscribed by the following persons: 


Leonard Geiger, Hudson, N. T. . . . . $150 00 
R. B. Westbrook, Philadelphia, EA. eee roo eoe ie 100 00 
George E. Swan, Beaver’s Dam, Wis.................... 100 00 


N. F. Griswold, Meriden, N. Y.. 100 00 
F. C. Mende, Philadelphia, Pa....... .. ) 90 00 
George Stephen, Moline, III... .. . ...... .... 25 00 
O. Childs, Moline, III. . . . 25 00 
R. Butterfield, Sacramento, Cal . . . . . 35 00 
M. D. Fisher, Attleboro Falls, Mass...................... 25 00 
Willlam Smith, Geneva, N. T. . .... . . . . . . .cc. 25 00 
Burgers Monroe, St. Paul, Minn. 25 00 
E. B. Foote, New York............ 25 00 
John D. Powers, Woodstock, Vt. 25 00 
Photius Fisk, Boston, Mass. . . . 20 00 
C. W. Sanders, Portland, Ore. . " 5 00 
Total sbes — $1,100 00 


The matter was recently called to our attention 
. again by the query, Has TRE Teora Szexer any 
news to giv its readers about the Prize Manual which 
was to be published in September?” Inquiry at the 
Secular Union's office found the book, which it 
seems has been on the market for some time, and we 
can now supply orders for the same for $1.60. 
The book is called * Conduct as a Fine Art,” by 
N. P. Gilman and E. P. Jackson ; but it consists of 
two works, complementary of esch other—“ The 
Laws of Daily Conduct,” by Nicholas Paine Gilman, 
of 148 pages; and Character Building,” by Edward 


Payson Jackson, of 230 pages. Mr. Gilman is 
editor of the Literary World, while Mr. Jackson is 
one of the masters of the Boston Latin school. 
Mr. Gilman’s preface to his part of the work is as 
follows : i 


„The American Secular Union, a national association, 
having for its object the complete separation of church and 
state, but in no way committed to any system of religious 
belief or disbelief, in the fall of 1889 offered a prize of one 
thousand dollars ‘for the best essay, treatis, or manual 
adapted to aid or assist teachers in our free public schools, 
and in the Girard College for Orphans, and other public and 
charitable institutions, professing to be unsectarian, to 
thoroughly instruct children and youth in the purest princi. 
ples of morality without inculcating religious doctrin.’ 

tt The members of the committee chosen to examin the 
numerous manuscripts submitted were: Richard B. West- 
brook, D.D., LL.B., president of the Union, Philadelphia; 
Felix Adler, Ph. D., of the Society for Ethical Culture, New 
York; Prof. D. G. Brinton, M.D., of the University of 
Pennsylvania; Prof. Frances E. White, M.D., of the 
Woman's Medical College, and Miss Ida C. Craddock, secre- 
tary of the Union. As, in the opinion of a majority of the 
committee, no one of the manuscripts fully met all the re- 
quirements, the prize was equally divided between the two 
adjudged to be the best offered, entitled respectivly, 
‘Character Building,’ by Edward Payson Jackson, one of 
the masters of the Boston Latin school, and The Laws of 
Daily Conduct.’ : t 

„Although the two books were written with no refer- 
ance to each other, they seem to be, both in manner and 
matter, each the complement of the other. The deficiencies 
of each are, in great measure, supplied by the other. While 
‘ Character Building’ is analytic and cast in dialog form, 
the present work is more general and synthetic in its style 
and treatment. The two are therefore published ina single 
volume, a8 well as separately, at the earnest request of the 
Union, and the authors hope that the joint book will be 
preferred by purchasers. Much of the matter in the intro- 
duction to The Laws of Daily Conduct? is equally perti- 
nent to * Character Building. - 

The authors of both books are friends to religion, and 
they hav written from a deep conviction that there is a great 
need of instruction in morals in the public schools. Expe- 
rience, however, has amply proved the inexpediency of 
the attempt to teach ethics there on a religious basis. Of 
the success of this endeavor to place the study on a scien- 
tifie basis others must judge. . But in a country marked by 
a great diversity of creeds, the way of practice is surely the 
one way to follow. To teachers and parents who would 
not neglect the main matter of human life while imparting 
general knowledge, I offer this volume, in the hope that it 
may be somewhat of an aid in moral training in the home 
and in the school.” ] : 


Mr. Jackson's preface is in the main in the same 
words. Where it differs we copy it: m 


The avoidance of sectarianism was not a difficulty, but 
a relief. Although both writers wish to be known as friends 
of religion, they agree in the conviction that the public 
school, which belongs equally to representativs of all sects 
and to those of no sect, is not the place for special religious 
or theological instruction. 'There is enough in what is 


known as morals, without admixture of a distinctiv religious. 


creed, enough that the good, the pure, the noble, the 
patriotic, the philanthropic of all creeds can agree upon, to 
fill not one little book like this, but a library. The difficulty 
is, not to find material, but to select wisely from the abun- 
dance at hand. 

** What use to make of the following pages each teacher 
must decide for himself. They may serve merely as hints 
as to methods, or they may supply subjects and their treat- 
ment, to be presented in such other language as shall seem 
best adapted to different classes of hearers. Should the 
teacher or parent prefer to read them in their original form, 
the time required for each pf the Talks will be found not to 
vary materially from that prescribed by Dr. Dix, ten min- 
utes, at most fifteen, of one day in each week of the school 
year." 


Mr. Gilman’s work is dedicated to the teachers of 
thecountry Mr. Jackson's to his father and mother, 
But—remarkable omission—there is nowhere any 
reference to the Freethinkers who desired such a 
work, or to the generous men who paid Messrs. 
Gilman and Jackson five hundred dollars each to 
write their works. 

But while the omission of any mention of the men 
who made the work possible may be an unintentional 
discourtesy, the announcement by the writers that 
both are friends to religion and wish to be known as 
such is a breach of good faith. The idea was not 
to hav religion in the book at all, and certainly not 
to hav the Manual indireotly advertise and commend 
it. For, aside from his preface, Mr. Gilman takes 
pains to deny that the method is either anti-religious 
or anti-theological, and suggests that “parents at 
home, preachers in the pulpit, or teachers in the 
Sunday-school will supplement s distinctly scientific 
teaching of morels with a more religious or theolog- 
ical view.” While Mr. Jackson's most prominent 
idea in his prolog is, adopting theological phraseol- 
ogy, that the two authorities in the world are the 


state and God, and that we should “render unto 
Cæsar the things that are Ceosar's,and unto God 
the things that are God's.“ Aud he further tells us, 
in his chapter against profanity, that a Being 
is insulted by swearing. This attempt to teach 
Theism should hav been stricken out by the commit- 
tee, because the very conception of the book was to 
avoid all religious points; and certainly it was no 
place to teach Theism in a book paid for by a body 
of men of whom the majority are Atheists. It may 
be that the writers do not know this—if they. did 
they would scarcely be fit to write a manual on the 
subject chosen—but the committee, kaowing the 
feelings of their supporters, should hay cut the 
objectionable phrases out. 

The general scope of the Manual is fairly well 
expressed in the prefaces quoted. Mr. Gilman's part 
is more of a statement of principles and Mr. Jack- 
son's a detailed application. Together they form a 
very valuable work, marred only by a few hereditary 
misapplications of thought such as we hav pointed 
out. The book is copyrighted by the authors, pub- 
lished by an Eastern firm, and what the American 
Secular Union has to do with it now we do not 
know. With the religion and theology eliminated 
it would be admirably suited for the purpose for 
which it was intended. 

— o rrt — 


Professor Briggs to Be Tried. 


November 4ib, the day afier election, Professor 
Briggs is to be put on trial for heresy, it having 
been so decided by the presbytery of New York 
after a consideration of the charges against him 
formulated by the Presbytery's prosecution com- 
mittee. These are the dreadful things to which the 
professor must reply on that date: 

„Charge I. The Presbyterian church in the United States 
of America charges the Rev. Charles A. Briggs, D.D., being 
a minister of the Presbyterian church and a member of the 
Presbytery of New York, with teaching doctrins which 
conflict irreconcilably with and are contrary to the cardinal 
doctrin taught in the Holy Scripture and contained in the 
standards of the Presbyterian church, that the scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments are the only infallible rule of 
faith and practice. 

** These hurtful errors striking at the vitals of religion, and 
contrary to the regulations and practice of the Presbyterian 
church, were promulgated in an inaugural address which 
Dr. Briggs delivered at the Union Thological Seminary in 
the city of New York Jan. 80, 1891, on the occasion of his 
induction into the Edward Robinson chair of Biblical The- 
ology, which address has, with Dr. Briggs’s approval, been 
published and extensivly circulated and republished ina 
second edition with a preface and an appendix. 

„Charge II. The Presbyterian church of the United States 
of America charges the Rev. Charles A. Briggs, D.D., being 
a minister in the Preabyterian church and a member of the 
presbytery of New York, with teaching a doctrin of the 
character, state, and sanctification of believers after death 
which irreconcilably conflicts with and is contrary to the 
Holy Scriptures and the standards cf the Presbyterian 
church.” ; . 

The Presbyterian church assumes that it knows 
what the Holy Bible contains better than any other 
church ; and that what is contrary to Presbyterian 
standards of the Presbyterian church is contrary to 
the will, or at least the word, of God. The Catholic 
church assumes substantially tie same position, and 
it used to make heresy trials much more interesting 
than it is possible for the Presbyterians to do now. 
This, however, is not the Presbyterians’ fault. Mr. 
Oslvin, one of their leaders in days agone, was a 
highly successful entertainer of a certain distin- 
guished Unitarian, and his able followers made life 
not entirely uninteresting to Catholics. 

But just at the present time this trial of Professor 
Briggs is a little inconsistent, unless along with him 
a great many more shall be clerically indicted. In 
fact the whole Presbytery of Pittsburgh may be 
included, for it has accepted and will send to the 
general committee, and ask the General Assembly 
to accept, a revision of the Westminster Confession 
of Faith. Other presbyteries hav and will do the 
same; but each member voting in the affirmativ for 
these revisions is a heretic a8 surely as is Professor 
Briggs, for impeaching the standards of the church. 

The trouble is, the church is between the devil 
and the deep sea. Its members will not let it stay 
where it is, and it does not know how to hitch along 
without disjointing itself. Of the members of the 
Pittsburgh Presbytery, for instance, some do not 
believe in foreordination and predestination, but 
others do, and whether these dogmas are left in or 
out the church is divided. Again, the revision com- 
mittee did not want to insist that some are elect and 
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others will be lost, so it compromised the matter by 

` saying that a great multitude are elect and perhaps 
some more. As for infant damnation, the difficulty 
is shown in the remark of one minister at the meet- 
ing of the presbytery: It is very hard for me when: 
a mother comes and asks that we sing over the body 
of her child, ‘Safe in the Arms of Jesus.’ She 
thinks his soul is. Yet how can we sing it when 
our doctrin teaches that it is not so? But what are 
we to understand by Ohrist saying, Suffer little 
children to come unto me?’ What is an infant and 
what is a little child?“ The question was dismissed 
with a careless, “ Well, we havn't time to define 
that.” 

The Sunday Oregonian has summed up the 
general situation pretty well with a direct reference 
to the case of Professor Briggs. It is impossible,” 

it begins, "to stay the tide. Men in increasing 
numbers insist on treating religion rationally; on 
dealing with the Bible on ordinary principles of 
literary interpretation; on putting the diccussion as 
to the origin and meaning of the scriptures and the 
development of religious and theological dootrins on 
historical grounds. 


regular and orderly thing, without special revelations, 
without . miraculous interpolations of 
providence. 


' those ages in which there was no scientific observa- 
tion.” 


The address of Dr. Vincent, a Presbyterian 
divine, to the students of Union Theological College, 
in which Dr. Briggs holds his professorship, is con- 
` sidered by the same clear-sighted journal to hav an 

important bearing on the future history of Presby- 
In this address Dr. Vincent made it 
evident that the directors and the faculty intend to 


terianism. 


80 much cunning by the medicin men of. the antique 
world. 


enforcing Maryland's Sunday law. Two hundred 
and twenty-five persons were complained against two 
Sundays ago, for offenses varying from cleaning 
carriages to selling portage stamps. The ministers 
of the city are responsible for the revival of the blue 
laws, and at their meetings persist in the attempt 


Olub, however, has adopted the following : 


Tax London Freethinker says: “Tae TRUTH BERKER 
calls for an International Congress of Freethinkers to ba 
held in Chicago in 1898. Will not this be a day after the 
World's Fair?" It would not be a day after the World's 
Fair, but a year after the proper four-hundreth anniversary 
of the discovery of America. Mr. Foote is probably not 
aware that the Fair was postponed a year to accommodate 
Chicago. The Fair is supposed to open May 4, 1893, and 
close Oct. 81, 1898. We hope to see it open every day 
between those dates. 


—— . 
Sunday. 
The políce of Baltimore hav gone wholesale into 


Tux London Freethinker has been enlarged from twelve to 
sixteen pages. With the exception of Taz TRUTRH SEEKER it 
is probably the only Freethought journal which has sup. 
ported itself from its initial number, and undoubtedly Mr. 
Foote, like Mr. Bennett, saw some gloomy periods. And 
even unto this day there are probably times with it as with 
us when ‘‘times are hard." Mr. Foote has annexed Mr, 


to enforce them. The German-American Lincoln 


‘t WRERRAS, The so-called Blue Laws,’ which were en- 


More and more it is coming to 
be understood that the whole history of man is a 


divine 
The thought of our time is rapidly 
clearing religion of the orudities it borrowed from 


acted in 1782, and which hav been again enforced through 


the instructions of a Democratic judge and a Democratic 
foreman of the grand jury, are odious to all law-abiding 
citizens; therefore, be it 

** Resolved, That we call upon all right-thinking citizens to 
assist us in our efforts to hav said laws repealed by sup- 
porting and voting only for such candidates for the legisla- 
ture who pledge themselvs to vote for the repeal of these 
obnoxious laws.” 


The German-Americans hav struck at the root of 
the matter. Repeal of the Sunday laws is the only 
effectual remedy for the injustice of the bigots. 

The Methodists at their ecumenical council held 
in Washington hav, on the Sunday question and the 
World’s Fair, adopted this memorial : 

** The Ecumenical Methodist conference, composed of five 


hundred ministers and laymen and representing the Method: 
ist churches throughout the. world, respectfully petitions 


your honorable body to prevent the proposed opening of 
the World’s Columbian Exposition on the Lord’s Day. We 


make this petition for the following reasons : 


** 1, It is the religious conviction of the great majority of 
Christian people that man needs and God commands the 


observance of a Sabbath. 


“2. The opening of the exhibition on Sunday would vio- 
late the Sabbath-keeping traditions of the American people 
and their Anglo-Saxon ancestry, and also the laws of the 


United States and Illinois. 


Watts, and together they will hav little difficulty in keeping 


the Secular party up to its work. We shall not be surprised 
to see Mr. Watts, and perhaps Mr. Foote, in the British Par- 
liament within a few years. 


Dr. J. M. Buoxrzsy, editor of the Christian Advocate, is 
one of the few logical theologians now discussing the ten- 
dency of the world to get away from old religious dogmas. 
In a consideration of scientific thought” at the Methodist 
ecumenical council the other day he said: ‘Science can giv 
no help as to the fundamental questions of religion; Chris- 
tianity is as false as the wildest superstition, unless the doc- 
trin of the immaculate conception be true.” This is true, 
but how many preachers of any note nowadays dare affirm 
it? They juggle with words to hide the real facts; for if 
Dr. Buckley is right Infidelity has proved its point. How 
many intelligent people believe in the immaculate conception ? 


BezAxiNG of Parnell’s death, mountebank Talmage says: 
The last forty-eight hours hav reminded me of the beauti- 
ful habit in human nature to speak well of the dead, 
omitting their faults and extoling their virtue. However 
vehemently and perhaps justly men are denounced for 
their principles or their behavior while they are in the 
battle of life, when they become exanimate anathema ceases. 
See how all the pens, all the types, all the tongues that 
were full of attack for Mr. Parnell hav become lenient if 
not positivly appreciativ. I think this is beautiful. As 
long as a man is alive he can answer back. But if when 


support Dr. Briggs, whether the Presbyterian 
general assembly shall approve their course or not. 
From this the reviewer of the situation concludes 
` that one part of the Presbyterian church has 
advanced “ to a view of the Bible and inspiration not 
unlike that set forth by Emerson fifty years ago, 
namely, that the word of God is not in the scriptures 
alone, that his revelation did not end two thousand 
years ago, that the Bible in its entirety is not the in- 
` fallible word, that the absolute inerrancy of the 
whole of its texts cannot be maintained.” Dr. 
Vincent maintained in the address that innumerable 
expressions in the scriptures originated in obsolete 
and forgotten traits of vanished peoples, whose 
‘experience was valuable on the whole, but not in- 
fallible; that those expressions were the product of 
unscientific ages, and are superseded, therefore, by 
. modern enlightenment.: He contended for rational 


his lips are closed for the last silence you assail him the war 
is unequal. It is ignominious for one to attack the lifeless. 
It is the dead lion of the fable kicked by an ass. Whatever 
a man’s faults when he has passed off cease your excoriation. 
Only swine will root up a graveyard.” This applies, we 
suppose, to every decessed person but Thomas Paine, for 
of all the vilifiers of that great man since his death, none 
has been more despicable than the Rev. Mr. Talmage. 
The man who says this of Parnell has ass:iled the memory, 
the reputation, of Paine without truth or mercy. He has 
attacked the lifeless; he has excoriated the man after he 
had passed off. He has kicked the lion; he has rooted up a 
graveyard. And now he has fitly described himself! 


**8. The Columbian Exposition ought to exhibitto visitors 
from other lands a characteristic Christian American Sun- 
day rather than a weekly secular holiday. 

** 4. The proposed opening on Sunday would deprive the 
thousands of employees in the service of the Exposition of 
their right to one day in seven for rest and worship. 'The 
same injustice would be done to many thousands in the 
service of the transportation companies. It would also 
furnish an excuse to employers for refusing to grant holi- 
days for the purpose of visiting the Exposition which 
would otherwise be given to their employees. 

“5. The spirit of the movement to open the Exposition on 
Sunday is not philanthropic, but mercenary. It is not pri- 
marily to giv the workingmen a chance to visit the Expo- 
sition, but to increase the gains of the transportation com- 
panies and others who are large stockholders in the Expo- 
‘sition. 

**6. As an offset to the plea that the stockholders will 
lose money if the Exposition is not open on Bunday, we beg 
leave to remind you that the Centennial Exposition at 
Philadelphia was & financial success with the gates closed 


MLWAUREE is holding an Industrial Exposition, and after 
strong opposition from the bigots it wae opened on Sunday, 
October 11th. The result was an attendance of nearly 
twenty-five thousand people. Of this enormous gathering 
the Sentinel says: The crowd was not only large during 
the afternoon and evening, but it was a very different crowd 
from that usually seen in the great building. There were 


interpretation on the principles of literary criticism 
and historical inquiry. “I agree,” he says, with 


Dr. Briggs, that the scriptures must be interpreted 
Bui, as 


as Other human writings are interpreted.” 
he says further, “Principles of interpretation were 
formulated in past ages which modern exegesis can 
not recognize. Solomon’s Song does not signify the 
love of Ohrist for the church. Yet one of the proof 

texts for the divine decrees in the Westminster 
Confession is taken from the Oanticle. The time is 
past when the doctrin of predestination of a large 
part of the human race to eternal punishment can be 
proved by passages in the New Testament that hav 
no more to do with predestination than the Iliad or 
the Odyssey of Homer.” 


That this trial will split the church is believed by 
a great many observers. The new theological move- 
ment, which reduces the Bible to the level of other 
books, ard thereby takes away all that makes it valu- 
able to religion, is, says the writer referred to, 
“ directly in line with the scholarship and progressiv 
thought of the age. 
that cannot be turned backward. If Presbyterian- 
ism pronounces against it, that church will be 
divided ; and then those who resolve to adhere to the 
old course will still find themselvs assailed by the 
spirit of the age and unable to maintain dogmas 
which mankind has outgrown.” 

The more discussion, the more truth winnowed 
from the chaff and the more heresy, the more free- 
dom. If Dr. Briggs shall be adjudged a heretic, if 
his college sustain him and break with the church, 
it advances by many years the tearing to pieces of 


It is part of a great movement. 


on Sunday. 


7. We hav reason to believe that many of the exhibitors 
from Great Britain and other Christian lands will refuse to 
expose their exhibits on Sunday—thus rendering the Sunday 
exhibit very unsatisfactory to visitors and at the same time 
silently rebuking the mercenary spirit that would open the 


gates on that day.” 


If the Lord commanded the observance of any day. 
that day was Saturday. What, then, has Sunday to 


do with the cage ? 


Permitting Quakers to reside in Massachusetts is 
also violating the traditions of the American people 
and permitting witches to liv is violating the tradi- 
tions and outraging the spirit of our Anglo-Saxon 
ancestry. Why not, then, revive the laws against 
Quakers and witches? But the United States hay 
The statement 


no laws forbidding an open Fair. 
that they hav is an atiempt to deceive. 


Visitors from other lands incline more to laugh at 
our Puritanical Sunday observance than to be im- 
pressed with its desirability. If it is really desired 
to make a good impression upon them, the Fair 


should by all means be kept open. 


The reasons of this ecumenical council are the 
frivolous quibbling of people who are working for 


personal objects under the guise of philanthropy. 
— — 93 ————— 


Tux Sunday Oregonian says that the only saloon-keepers 
who hav taken any interest in the question of closing the 
World's Fair on Sunday are those of Chicago, who hav 
arrayed themselvs with the church people in favor of clos- 
ing the Fair on Sundays. If the working people of Chicago 
are denied admission to the fair on Sundeys they will seek 
recreation in the open-air saloons, beer gardens and concert 
halla, to the financial gain of the whisky-sellers. These 


. the entire web of Ohristian guperstition woven with | facts hav been published before. 


thousands of people who had never before passed the gates. 
That fact was very plain to everyone who is accustomed to 
visit the exposition on week-days, and it was verified by 
inquiries addressed to hundreds of people by Sentinel re- 
porters. It was not only a large, but interested crowd as 
well. There was not the slightest doubt about that. The 
attendance during the afternoon was very largely made up 
of wage-earners and their families. They sought out, 
inspected and lingered around the industrial features of the 
exposition. Around every piece of machinery in operation 
there was a throng of men. They inspected every piece 
closely and discussed the working parts in a manner clearly 
indicativ of a keen interest felt and oftentimes a clear 
knowledge of what they were talking about. Nothing 
seemed to escape their observation. It was pleasure and 
knowledge getting combined with them, and from their 
conversation it was clear that many were forming new ideas ; 
that they were seeing things that they did not know. The 
crowd was not all made up of men by any means. It seemed 
as if every man had brought his wife with him and a good 
many of the children along too. While the men swarmed 
around the industrial exhibits the women busied themselvs 
among the mercantil exhibits and the various novelty 
works in operation and the children ficcked around the 
candy factories and popcorn booths with wide-open eyes and 
usually with hands full of things to their tastes. The art 
gallery was thronged all the afternoon and evening. It 
seemed as if everybody visited the art gallery. Some studied 
long the choicest pictures, or those which pleased them 

the most. Many showed a keen relish for the beautiful, 

while others passed through giving only a casual inspection 

to the great collection. In the public- museum there was a 

great interest manifested. Everybody went in among the 

works of nature and inspected everything from the bird 

eggs to the Egyptian mummies, ihe big stuffed serpents and 

skeleton of a whale. It was evident that most of the visitors 

had never inspected the museum before.” We commend 

these facts to the earnest, careful, and if need be prayerful, 

consideration of tbe managers of the World's Fair to be held 


in Chicago in 1893. 
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Jeilers fram friends. 


Ways of Looking at the Bible, 

CuHEBANSE, ILL., Oct. 8, 1891. 
Mz. duos: I like the cartoons very well. If we look 
upon the Bible as the production of our forefathers while 
they were still in a state of ignorance and barbarism, it is 
all very well, but if we look upon itas the production of 
God, or a superior being of some kind, then it is worthy of 

nothing but ridicule. Epwarp Haren. 


Said the Picture Is an Insult. 


Braine, Wasu., Sept. 28, 291. 
Mr. Enrror: Inclosed find $1. To say that I liked TRR 
„TRUrn Srrxer would be putting it mild. It is the best 
paper I ever read. And those pictures are just the thing. 
I showed a good Christian the picture where the preacher 
was preaching to the headless congregation. He said that 
picture was an insult toevery intelligent person. I told him 
that illustrated Christianity better than anything I ever saw. 
Wishing you and TRR Trura SEEKER and Watson Heston 

a long and successful life, I am, ever your well-wisher, 
J. D. Nasu. 


Those Demands, Which It Is Time We Were Getting. 
Ruogmuos», Sept. 21, 1891. 
Mz. EprTOR: In looking over Tug Teura B RRKRR I often 
see mentioned by different writers our Nine Demands. I 
, hav yet to learn what these Nine Demands are, for none of 
the writers has stated what they are. Now, I wish you or 
some brother Liberal would inform me what they are, so 
that if Iget hitched with some orthodox brother I can state 
to him our platform with all of the planks in sight and 
sound. Success to Taz Truta Srexeer, also Heston and 
the pictures. ‘Yours truly, J.C. KILGORE. 
[One or more copies of the leaflet giving the Nine Demands 
can be had of the secretary of the American Secular Union. 
In a couple of weeks our report of the Secular Union Con- 
gress will contain them.— Ep. T. S.] 


Good-bye, God—Welcome Scientists. 

BTAPLES, Minn., Sept. 28, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: I send a new subscriber—a Freethinker, 
without God or ghost, devil or dominie, to excite his fears. 
I wonder what the Christians think of the new science of 
rain-making. Think of a God who has concluded to send a 
rain in a certain locality—a locality usually where ft is not 
needed— where they hav already had too much—then think 
of a finite being here on earth thwarting this infinit God's 
plans by drawing the rain off to another locality where it is 
needed. But thatis just what the new science is going to 
do. The day when certain places are drowned out with 
floods and other places are dried up with drouths is about 
gone. The new science will equalize the rainfall, and every 
man benefited by it wil be taxed for the cost. Henry 
George may now retire. Iam in the interest of the science 
of rain-making--the advocate of a double tax. Good-bye, 

God—welcome, science! D. C. Jz&kiNs. 


Edison vs. Christ. 


JACKSONVILLE, ILL., Oct. 7, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrok: Please find inclosed $3 for my subscription, 
twenty-five cents for ANNUAL for 1891, seventy-five cents for 
Heston’s pictures. Iam pleased with Heston’s picture on 
Progress, but did not see anyone hurling the Christian’s hell 
and the Christian devil at us. A suggestion to Brother 
Heston, if I do not presume too much. Could you get up a 
description of Christ riding into Jerusalem on an ass, 88y- 
ing: *I didn't come to bring peace but a sword, and to set 
father against son and son against father, and these things 
hav followed my teachings all through the ages. We hav 
burnt Bruno and Servetus and hundreds of thousands of 
others at the stake. We hav hanged witches. We hav torn 
limb from limb with the rack. We hav murdered seven 
million in the war of the Crusades. All for the love of 
Christ. Not satisfied with that, we are going to send nine- 
tenths of the human family to hell to burn forever.” The 
contrast the next week. Contrast Edison with Christ— 
Edison riding on an electric car holding electric wires that 
surround the globe and saying: We send messages of 
love and friendship to all nations of the world.” 
: Jonas Scorr. 


God Given a Lashing. 


Austin, Trx., Oct. 5, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrok: I being a reader of TER Trura SEEKER, I 
would like to giv you a little argument I had with a Chris- 
tian. He asked me if I did not think God made the world. 
I told him that I did not—that nature made it. He asked 
me who made nature. I said, nature always was. He then 
asked me what made me doubt that there was a God any 
more than a nature. I answered that we hav proof that 
there i8 a Supreme power called nature, but we hav none 
that there is God, except a book that a fairy tale author 
would be proud of. Then I spoke of a piece I saw in your 
paper about praying. The author said he would giv a cer. 
tain sum of money if all the preachers in the world could 
move a thimbleful of dirt or a dead fly an inch on his table 
by praying. My friend said that prayer should not be used 
that way, but if a man was in jail or going to be hanged, 
why, then pray and God would save him. Weall know how 
many men hav been hanged for things they did not do, and 
most of them believed in a God and prayed for him to save 


them. Did he save them? If he is the almighty ‘and just 
God they say he is and had the power to save these men and 
would not, would not he be a cold-blooded murderer? But 
that would be like some. more of his noble and just acts. 


Think of a thing of his power telling a man what to write in | 
8 book and contradicting himself one hundred and forty-eight 


times (** contradictions” a nice term for lying). And think 
of him seeing his children statving in large cities, as we know 
they are, he with the power to help them and will not do it. 
Yet the Christians say he is a noble and merciful God. 
Well, if he has the power they say he has and will not help 
his children, as the Bible says we are, I think he is the big- 
gest and the meanest villain I ever heard of. 
Tours truly, LITTLE Hirten. 


Anti-Liquor Endeavors. 


BLOOMDALE, O., Sept. 21, 1891. 

MR. Eniros: When I fired the gun, A Scheme for Con- 
sideration,” it was my intention to strike professionals of all 
the ilks named, and little did I think of bagging a D.D. (or 
Dutch Dude, as he wishes to be known). He must hav stood 
around too close. I will concede that some of the missils 
were too scattering, but it was more for a feeler to scare up 
the game than any intent to kill. If Mr. Blitz will tell us 
how he is maimed I will try and say a soothing word to heal 
him. He imagins that personalities are arguments, but this 
error deserves no answer. 

Right here let me add another idea. Some natural effects 
hav natural causes, other natural causes hav natural effects. 
To illustrate, the necessity which the stomach has for stimu- 
lants givs rise to desires and appetites and the over-indulgence 
of these often ends in bibulation; this requires in turn people 
who cater to these desires or bibulous tastes, and last but 
not least the distiller to furnish the liquors. In this case the 
human desire for drink is the hole to be filled or the cause, 
and the handling of the liquor by. the various dealers and 
the production of it by the distillers in all cases for the profit 
there is in it is the effect. To illustrate the reverse statement 
we will suppose a river with its mouth and all the good or 
evil it carries down to the end—this ‘is the effect and its 
source; the wells or springs the cause. In the latter case it 
would be right and proper to stop the source or cause to do 
away with the effect. In the former it would be right and 
proper to stop the effect to do away with the cause. Bo 
wean or educate the people away from such tastes by fur- 
nishing substitutes, or hav them control the taste, or by 
heredity so constitute them that there be a lack of the taste, 
and you would summarily do away with the whole traffic. 
But never by Prohibition. . 

Point me out a community of people who do not bibulate 
and I will show you one that has no use for a regular bar or 
drinking-place. C. C. GRRMANx. 


Thinks Capitalism as Evil as Superstition. 


Irwin STATION, Aug. 26, 1891. 
Mz. EprroR: We should hav a free and fair discussion of 
all subjects conduciv to the welfare of mankind and their 
physical, mental, and moral attainments. Any method, 
condition, or circumstance that prohibits or perverts the 
opportunities of cultivating such attainments is a usurpation. 


.| We hav both the ecclesiastical and the capitalistic parties 


that are guilty on such a charge. It is evident from the 
manner in which the capitalistic party contributes to the 
clergy that they are both in company for the mental and 
financial exploitation of the masses. The clergy receive 
compensation of the profits accruing from their doctrin of 
contentedness and submission. Reference to Fathers 
Lambing in the coke region strike and Hickey in the Brad- 
dock strike is only necessary to convince a person of their 
partnership. Hence the reason of their interest in the Jew 
business (Jesus Christ Total Depravity Co.), that they can 
Jew down the wages of the poor deluded workmen to a 
bare subsistence (the plane of depravity) with impunity and 
without fear of consequences. We really need emancipa- 
tion from capitalistic oppression as well as from religious 
oppressicn and superstition. Hence my reason for the dis- 
cussion of all subjects. | 

I may as well inform the readers of Tur TRUTH REEKSE 
of an incident that occurred at a picnic held at Idlewild 
under the auspices of the Immaculate Conception Roman 
Catholic church of this place. A colored Jad named Wright, 
also of this place, purchased a twenty-five cent ticket that 
entitled him to a dinner at one of the refreshment stands, 
and upon demand of the same a seat at the table was refused 
him. And he was told when he asked them to refund his 
money to sell his ticket to some one else in order to regain 
his twenty-five cents. This is evidence that a negro has no 
right that a Roman Catholic must recognize, which exhibits 
the old Inquisitorial spirit. Having said enough, I close by 
wishing success and prosperity to Taz TRUTHS BEEKER and 
its staff, and while I retain my reasoning faculties will 
remain a subscriber. Witt H. THOMAS. 


On Spirits, Bottled and Other. 


Los Gatos, CAL., Oct. 2, 1891. 
Mz. EprrOR: I am in receipt of the fourth number of your 


TRUTH SEEKER since Freethought ceased to be published 


which I much regret for the cause—and you may depend on 
‘one steady subscriber from this place, who is willing to do 
whatever he can for Freethought and the advance of hu- 
manity. 

Let me giv an answer to Mr. Lenhagen, of Harriman, 
Tenn. Circumstances made me to open a saloon, which I 
conduct in such a way that no man can get drunk, or to 
drink if he is drunk, on my premises, as I hate nothing more 
than a drunken person. And this is a good reason why I 
cannot make more with my business than a poor living, 


Besides the above I do not allow playing cards, dice, singing, 
or rough language; and this should be made.a rule before 
granting a license to anyone that intends to keep a saloon. 
Freethought can do nothing for Prohibition except to try 
to giv as good an education to every child born as possible, 
and keep the children out of bad company till they are able 
to take care of themselvs. Good education and a little gelf- 
estimation will keep any person from getting drunk, and 
nothing else. Liberalism has no more to do with saloons 
than Christianity. 

I cannot understand how Freethinkers can believe in 
Spiritualism; yet they do so a great deal. Now, a question 
to the Freethought Spiritualist. A year ago a company 
began boring for oil about a quarter of a mile from my p'ace 
and had at a depth of one hundred feet about three barrels 
of oil in twenty-four hours, and then kept on till about six 
hundred feet, when gas was struck and oil lost entirely. 
The compsny kept on boring to eight hundred feet, when 
some of the stockholders consulted a medium Mrs. Hayes 
who, so the saying is, went into a trance, when the spirits 
told her that by boring to a certain depth the well would 
pay very well, but others would be opened near by that 
would pay better. The men bought lots of stock, and are 


going to bore deeper now. Isa spirit able to get down a 


depth of. say two thousand feet and come up again through 
solid ground, and not hav even the smell of coal oil sticking 
on him ? Respectfully, Orro NEUHAUS. 


God’s House and Preachers. 
Boyne Farrs, Oct. 5, 1891. 

Mz. Epiror: You will find inclosed $5 for my renewal to 
Our Holy Bible, Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and one new convert 
to the faith, with the promis of several others as soon as 
they can raise the funds. Our brother Methodists are try- 
ing to build their God another house in this place and are 
soliciting funds from everybody in the community except 
myself, and I tell them it is very strange that people are 
expected to pay for another house of God when we hav 
one and God doesn’t occupy it more than two or three hours 
during a whole week and so many of our. brethren are 
obliged to liv in rented houses seven days in the week and 
pay a big rent. Ihav noticed in this community a great 
deal of their boasted Christian love and charity—such as one 
of the most prominent female members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church and leader of the Woman's Christian Tem- 
perance Union making an assault on an unbeliever with a 
water pitcher and settling for the same before a justice of the 
peace for $7; and a male member of the same church in good 


standing, leader in revival work and for years superintendent _ 


of the Sunday-school, calling upon God in prayer to break our 
stubborn necks for the only reason that we do not believe, 
and during week-days you may find him in all manner of 
ungodly company, such as croquet-playing, horse-racing, 
and obscene story-telling. Another case of cruel neglect by 
God of one whom he called to preach on this circuit about 
a year ago came to light at the conference at Grand Rapids 
a few weeks ago. Rev. Bushell, of this place, reported as 
financially embarrassed and wished to be relieved and per- 
mitted to go to work at his trade—carpenter—for two or 
three years. Now, if every community can do as well and 
start their dear pastors ;in search of a job we will havac- 
complished a grand work. But, oh, think of this dear 
messenger of the Lord gathering up his kit of rusty tools 
and starting off on the tramp in search of a job, perhaps 
hiring out to some worldly-minded person, while our church 
is being built by two readers of Tug TRUTH SEEKER. Truly 
the ways of the Lord are past finding out. 


Yours for truth and justi ce, E BARINGER. 


Some Lies for the Glory of God. 


SamorH, ILL., Sept. 23, E.m. 291. 

Mz. EpnrroR: We hav been blest with a Methodist blow- 
out—but bear with me, I beg of you, not a single soul was 
allured into the snare of superstition. The pulpit.pounder 
who presided over the protracted powwow rendered this 
absurd assertion: ‘‘ That magnificent man, formerly of Peo- 
ria, Ill., who sails under the appellation of ‘arch Agnostic,’ 
renounced his iconoclasm at the burial of his brother, Ebon 
C. Ingersoll, and confessed Christ and an implicit belief in 
immortal existence.” A larger lie was never told for Christ's 
sake. And again: Voltaire committed suicide in fear of 
his future fate." Ialso denounce this as a dirty little lie. 
Colonel Ingersoll in ** Paine’s Vindication” proffered to pay 
to any clergyman $1,000 in gold. who would prove that 
Paine died in terror because of religious opinions he had 
expressed, or that Voltaire did not shuffle off this mortal 
coil “as calmly as the coming of the dawn." Again, this 
Rev. (?) Ananias fastens the fangs of fear in the fleshless 
form of Thomas Paine: Tom Paine in his fatal illness 
was admonished by his daughter to discard his Deistical 
views and accept those entertained by his wife (Christian). 
Ultimately he acceded to her persistent entreaty and died in 
fear, exclaiming, ‘ All is dark.’” 

Now let us analyze the utterances of this advocate of 
“sacred smut.” Up to date I am lingering under the 
impression that Thomas Paine did not possess any daugh- 
ters. All the accounts I hav perused concerning his career 
describe him as being childless. Furthermore, at the epoch 
of his dissolution he was separated from his spouse. Well, 
we should be lenient on these “lying prophets,” because 
Jehovah said he would put lying spirits into their mouths.” 
Colonel Ingersoll does not absolutely deny or affirm an 
existence over yonder,” and simply says, Help for the 
living and hope for the dead.“ He postulates and proves 
that a finite cannot fathom the infinit. 

Men nowadays are beginning to doubt the beautiful fable 
of Jonah and the big fish "—rmen who cross the dead line 


-THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 24. 1891. 


letter and challenge. Ishall feel much obliged to you if 
you can find space for it in your valuable paper. I want to 
find outif Jesus has any champions in this tight little city. 
Ihav not been here very long, and. hav no friends and very 
few acquaintances, but if I stay here I hav faith larger 
than a grain of mustard-seed that there will be a branch of 
the Secular Union formed right here in this city. I can see 
a wide field for Secularists here. I hav to labor hard ten 
hours & day for my bread, but still will try to contribute & 
mite now and then. The following is a true copy of the 
letter I hav sent to Mr. parson. You shall know whether 
he has courage enough to champion his cause or not. 


41 Morrmer Br., RooHESTER, N. Y., Aug. 31, 1891. 
To Mx. ; 986 Troop St., Rochester, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: It is with the greatest reluctance that I forego 
the promis I made you last night, viz., that of visiting you 
at your own house to discuss religion. (I state my reason 
later on.) In this letter I intend to avoid all personalities. 
I shall aim against no particular sect, but against them all 
generally. Now, sir, the only straight question I consider 
you asked me last night was, How shall I stand before 
God?” Well, that is à great, big, wide question, which I 
will pay a little attention to. My answer last night was, 
“ I hav mo idea that I shall ever hav to stand before one.” 
There are gods many. and lords many. In your question I 
presume you mean the Christian God—your God whom you 
bully and coax by turns. I suppose you mean the God 
“whom no man hath seen at any time” (vide New Testa- 
ment), and yet it would be the same God whom Moses spoke 
with “face to face” and whose ‘‘ back parts” Moses also 
saw. And I believe (I hav not a Bible by me just now— 
but must get one—but will giv Bible passages as near 
as possible from memory) it is in Genesis xxix where 
Jacob says, Let us call this place Beth-el [or some 
such name], for we hav this day seen the Lord God face to 
face.” Well, I will take it for granted this is the God you 
mean, whom your Bible calls a ** consuming fire," and in 
another place a God of love.” Well, this Bible God 
played some queer pranks, truly. Your book tells us 
where he caused ‘‘ hemorrhoids in the back parts” of an army 
80 that his chosen could overtake them. He permits 
Lat to go on his way rejoicing after debauching his two 
daughters. David is the man after God's own heart,” 
although he does commit adultery with Mrs. Uriah, and 
causes the death of Mr. Uriah. God endows Solomon with 


of the majority, though the heavens should fall. Is Joshua's 
jugglery of lassooing that luminous orb which emits from 
her eternal quiver the arrows of day, implicitly relied on as 
inspiration except by the ‘‘ gentleman in the dugout ?" 

Jehovah, it appears from holy writ” (holy rot), has an 
inflexible hankering to make himself an obscure object; that 
is our inference from the following information: “In the 

: thickest of darkness shall be my hiding.place." Pleasant 

` place for an omnipresent person, isn’t it? f 

The book of books (?) givs us a meek monition thus: 

“ I say unto you, resist not evil; but whosoever shall smite 
thee on the right cheek turn to him the other also.” It is a 
demonstrated fact daily that this is a pretty precept to 
preach from but not to practice. The countless internecine 

Pars of contending countries where the Bible is regarded as 

^ the paramount code of ethics are positiv proof of this 

Postulate. ; 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth“ 

(Matt. v, 5). The above is an exact expression of ecclesias- 
tieism. The faithful followers of the ‘meek and lowly” 
hav in trumpet tones executed the above to the letter. 

Those meek” and credulous children of the cross in order 

to“ inherit the earth " hav saturated the ground with human 

gore; they hav transformed happy homes into veritable 
hells ; they ‘hav been instrumental in causing all the griev- 

: ances which befall human beings. The above is the key-note 

to the wails of the widow and the plea of the pauper. 

With all these crimes confronting them they still persist in 

putting their imaginary God in our godless Constitution, 

and thereby usurping the inalienable immunities of the 

Citizen. 

. O thou benighted Christian! is this your conception of a 
God of infinit mercy and justice-loving: * And he turned 
back and looked on them and cursed them in the name of 

the Lord. And there came forth two she bears out of the 
wood and tare forty and two children of them.” What pro- 
voked this old lickspittle Elisha to perform with his menag- 
erie in the name of the Lord on those dimpled darlings ? 

The account informs us it was because they poked fun at 

God's vicar, who was short of the article of hair. 

There are eighty thousand of these lazy leeches through- 

out this domain who still with tremendous tenacity thresh 
this old theologie straw containing over thirty thousand dis- 
crepancies, ** and endless time-worn, moss-grown, weather- 
beaten, and worm-eaten ” follies, which is despised on the 
broad fields of science, with her bright crop of golden grain 

. gleaming and rustling to the balmy breezes, product of think. 

ers who hav won their accolade in intellectual achievements 
on the highway of progress far away from the slough of 

_ Superstition and Moses and the bullfrogs. 

„Religions are like fireflies—they require darkness in 
order to shine,” says Schopenhauer superbly. Yes, our com- 

` ments are that orthodoxy reminds us of an “owl perched 
on & decayed limb of the tree of knowledge,” breaking the 

- dismal desert of solitude with his sepulchral, hypocritical 
hoot; while the eagle of heterodoxy sublimely soars in the 
shimmering sky and serenely pierces the clouds with tireless 

_ pinion. 

When we contemplate the splendid story of Samson losing 
his herculean strength by having his hair sheared off we 
smile out aloud. We who cultivate ** intellectual hospital. 
ity ” consider this in the light and bearing of the nineteenth 
century 38 a capital chestnut. ** What fools these mortals 
be!” to believe in such infamous lies. 


Iam not a Christian for the plausible reason that Chria- 
tianity renounces the sacred relation of the fireside. Chris- 
tianity severs the tender tie, which is as holy as happiness 
and sacred as sunshine. Iam an ardent advocate of the 
fidelity to duty, the free democracy (in a social sense) and 
felicity of the family. A stanza from Burns beautifully 
depicts a democracy of good government : 


spoons; burning cities; causing a deluge; making worlds, 


Exodus). And after all these mighty works, we see him 


ing water into wine. But why keep on? This is the 
God you mean when you ask me how I shall stand be. 
fore him. Well, are you sure he is alive to-day? You 
hav no proofs that he is. Moses says he saw him. At 
least, some one says it for him, for I can prove Moses 
did not write the books ascribed to him. Well, some one 
says Moses saw him, and spoke with him—not through 
the telephone, oh, no, but—face to face. 
hav we of this? Some one says Moses did, but there were 


such a small event, this visit of the maker of worlds, that 


in Rochester, we should hav the whole world to see him. 


could do! 


God such as you speak of, that Moses did see him, that he is 
alive now. We will suppose this, I say: How shall I stand 
before him? Well, I really cannot tell you. If he is a con- 
suming fire he would naturally consume me. Another 
thing, you did not say whether I should hav to stand in the 
flesh or in the spirit. We will suppose the flesh. Where is 
that flesh, bone, blood, and sinew coming from? Supposing 
I lost a leg in Egypt and my body was buried in Rochester, 
should I hav to go to Egypt for the lost member to stand 
‘on? Suppose a man was washed overboard who belonged 
to Columbus's fleet when be was on his voyage of discovery 
to this country; a shoal of fish happen to be going by and 
they eat the body; the fish are caught by fishermen who eat 
them; the fishermen get drowned and they are eaten by 
more fish; those fish are caught and eaten. At vour great 
judgment day can ycu please inform me how No. 1 man 
is going to ‘‘stand before God?” Where is he coming 
from? Aye, where? As well might I tell you to get enoug 

building material to build a house; after you hav completed 
your job I say, ‘‘I hav changed my mind and will build a 
hospital with that material, so pull the house down again 
and proceed;” on completion of the hospital I hav it 
pulled down sgain and built into a church, but after that is 
finished I say, Now pull that church down and build 
another church—same size—a hospital, and a house.” You 
Stand aghast and ask where you are to get the material 
from, and if I tell you there is enough material for all three 
you will pronounce me crazy, and properly too. The same 
argument applies to the men and the fish. '* How can they 
stand before God?" I hav no doubt you will bring your 
Bible to your rescue. You say God has opened your eyes 80 
you can understand it. Icannot, and if you can I am will- 
ing to he taught. But according to my present dull under- 
standing I feel convinced I shall not be able to stand, through 
a want of pedal extremities. You cannot get off by saying 
we rise in the spirit and stand“ in the spirit, because you 
never saw a spirit, neither did your father or grandfather 
before you. Supposing there are spirits and we“ stand * in 
that form, legs and wings and all, where are we going to 
“stand before God?” This small planet would not afford 
half enough standing.room for the billions upon billions 
who would hav to stand.“ And if we tried to stand in 
space, surely the force of gravity which brings everything 
unsupported to the earth would bring ua all down and we 
should form one indistinguishable mass. But for the time I 
will set aside all imposs'bilities—for I fancy I hear you say- 
ing “‘ nothing is impossible to God and suppose it is pos. 


To make a happy fireside clime 
For weans and wife, 

Is the true pathos and sublime 
Of human life. 


I desire to express my admiration for TRR TRUTH SEEKER. 
I like its tenor. Yours for love, liberty, and law, 
RRV. CHARLES D. MoBRIDE. 


Challenge to the Men in the Cowards? Castles. 


RoonxzsTEZ, N. Y., Sept. 3, 1891. 
MR. Eprror:: On coming along East Main street, this city, 
last Sunday evening, T heard a parson holding forth in South 
Water street. Ever ready for the fray, I went and listened 
to his bosh till he had finished. Then I think either his 
: devil or his God must hav prompted him; at any rate, be 
came and asked me if I was saved.“ O ye gods and little 
fishes! It was just the very thing I was wanting. Well, I 
had. the best twenty minutes I ever had in my life. I 
turned his own guns against him, and if the voice of about 
one hundred or more who were standing round is anything 
to go by, I fairly doubled the gentleman up, for they con- 
tinually shouted, ** Go in, young fellow, you've got him !" 
Hear, hear!“ Oh, you're too much for him!” Well, I am 
sure his friends wished that he was at home with his mother, 
and finally one got each side of him and led him away, while I 
. (forgiv me for feeling a trifle vain, will you!) was greeted 
with such cries as Good boy!” „Tam with you, etc., etc. 
My opponent asked me one question, and it is the only one 
that I can remember, which I hav answered in the following 
letter. He gave me his address, but not his name, before he 
left, and asked me to call on him to hav a discussion. In 
the heat of the moment I said I would do 80, but on thinking 
: it over, I find I committed an error, for why should I go 
behind closed doors to discuss religion, as I prefer to do it 
uin public? Thay sent him a copy of the following inclosed 


extraordinary wisdom, although he does keep & thousand 
women, and causes his brother to be put to death because 
he dares to ask forone. We see him commanding General 
Joshua to slay helpless women and innocent children; later 
on we sée him in the shape of Jesus Christ ( I and my 
Father are one,” In the beginning was the Word "—8ee 
Testament—must be the same fellow) blessing little chil- 
dren. We see him teaching the Israelites how to make 


sun, moon, and stars; walking with Enoch (which won 
the walking match we are not told, as your Bible simply 
tells us ** Enoch walked with God).” We see him killing 
all the cattle of the Egyptians about seven times (see 


descend to the level of the common conjuror—that of turn- 


But what proof 
thousands of people on the earth besides Moses, and was it 
one short verse is all the news we get, while it takes a whole 
newspaper to describe the four-foot English queen when 
she goes only from one country to another, while only 
Moses sees God? Why. suppose he was to land right here 


And suppose we caught him and confined him in a box, as 
the. Israelites did, and opened a show, what a trade we 


Well, after all this argument we will suppose there is a 


sible to rise again in some form. Why, even then need I 
fear your God? You Christians tell me he made me, he 
endowed me with power to think and reason for myself; ig 
he going to damn me for using what he has given me if I 
use it after the way I feel convinced is right? A man cau 
not make himself believe anything. If a man stood over 
me with a loaded revolver and told me if I did not swear 
that two blacks made one white he would blow my brains 
out, I might perhaps make a bypocrit and a liar of myself, 
just to save my lite, and giv in to him, but in my heart I 
should not belie 
brimstone business to-day. Thousands who say they believe 
it do so through fear. 
and examin their hearts to see whether it is a firm conviction 
4 there or not. 
the more impossible it seems to me. Can your God damn me 
for being honest? Well, Isay right here to-night (and I hav 
no doubt this will be published to the world) that I, George 
Henry, do not believe in your God. I do not, 1 cannot 
believe I shall hav to stand before him. 


ve it. It is the same with the hell fire and 


They are afraid to make a bold stand 


The more I think of it, the more I study it, 


Ido not believe in 
your heaven, where murderers wear poultry attachments. 
Neither do I believe that I or any of my brothers and sisters 


who are trying to free this world of superstition and priest- 


craft, and are acting according to the reason nature has 
endowed us with, will be burnt in your fire and brimstone. 
I had a mother pure as the snow. If there is a heaven where 
really good people go sheis there. Is your God going to be 
80 barbarous as to throw me into hell and then make it pos- 
sible for my mother to enjoy eternal bliss whilst she is able 
to watch her idolized boy writhing in eterna] torment? 
Away with such trash. Your God is a monster, merciless, 
cruel, tyrannical, and unjust. 

But, fie on you! your God is only invented by your- 
selva. He is invented by the same people who invented the 
remaincer of your stock in trade to traffic on the credulity 
of the ignorant and superstitious. The time is coming—it 
will be a long time, I know, for religion will die a lingering 
death, but nevertheless the time is coming—when your 
Holy Ghost business will come crash. As a sign of the 
times, not many years ago it would not hav paid me to hav 
held your religion and your Bible up to ridicule as I did on 
Sunday night. As another sign of the times, as I was going 
quietly home after you left me, a young, well-dressed fellow, 
barely out of his teens, accosted me and said he admired the 
way I had handled you about the Bible. He said he had been 
brought up to go to Sunday-school but somehow since he 
advanced in years and read, and studied the Bible and the 
Christian religion, it seemed very q'eer to him, and the 
more he read of the Bible the less a Christian he became. 
Now, do you think I told that man to burn his Bible? 
Decidedly not. I told him to read it and study it, and then 
ask himself the question, waa it the work of a just and holy 
God? I Said: Don't be a Freethinker because Iam. If 
you would see the signs of the downfall of your myth and 
mystery, get into conversation with twenty factory hands or 
laborers—about one will be religious; four will be unde- 
cided and won’t know what they are; ten will be fellows 
who are indifferent and who hav no belief and attend no 
church and tell you life is too short to troub'e about more 
than one world at once; the other five will be Freethinkers 
of a more or less pronounced type.” 

Sir, if all the nothingarians, all the indifferentists, and all 
the Freethinkers hot and cold were to join in one tremendous 
whole you could shut up your churches to-morrow, you 
could turn your chapels into halls of science. And from 
that time the world would get better. Men would love each 
other and look upon each other as brothers laboring for the 
common good. What is it now? What has it been ever 
since your religion gained the sway? What has caused 
more bloodshed, more desolation, than religion, backed up 
by the Bible? The drunkard and temperance spouter can 
both back themselvs with the Bible. Even the murderer 
fancies he has committed no sin, and is therefore entitled to 
a ticket for paradise, when the Bible is brought into his con- 
demned cell. For. why, can he not read of even worse crimes 
than murderer Almy’s, of Hanover, N. H.? Can we not 
also read of a just God who ‘ will visit the sins of the fathers 
upon the children to the third and fourth generation,” and 
* who sets the children’s teeth on edge bec*use the fathers 
hav eaten sour grapes?” Even supposing your God was a 
reality, I should not feel afraid to stand before him,” 
because he has committed fouler crimes tban J ever dare 
think of. It would be a case of ‘‘ physician heal thyself.” 

I hav answered the only real question you asked me Sun- 
day, and the reason I did not come to your house as I prom- 
ised was this: I thought that if you and I argued all night 
in private it would answer no purpose. Ten to one you 
would not alter your belief and I can answer for myself. 
We should make no convert to either side, for the very sim- 
ple reason there would be no one to listen to us. But to 
disabuse your mind in case you think I am afraid of you, I 
hereby throw out & 

OHALLENGE. 


Ihav no hope of any reward, because I do not believe in 
rewards or punishments after this life. You hava hope of 
reward, of eternal bliss, of ‘‘ white wings," crown, mansion, 
etc., etc. Now, if you want to champion your cause, to 
speak & good word for your God and for your Bible, and 
maybe win some converts, I hereby challenge you to one, 
two, or more nights’ 
PUBLIO DEBATE 


on some question related to religion or the Bible, which shall 
be agreed on later, in your own chapel or any other place 
you choose. I propose some handbills be printed, a nominal 
charge be made for admission, and after all expenses are 
paid one.quarter of the remainder go to the Christian cause, 
one-quarter to the Freethought cause, and the other half be 
given to some charitable institution in this city. In my 
throwing out this challenge do not think Iam backed by a 
lot of champions, because I am nearly a stranger in this 
city, having only been here two months. I hav not a friend 
or a relativ here, whilst you, I presume, hav ail these things 
I lack, so I consider everything is ín your favor. 

Yama Freethinker to the backbone and hav been for six 
years, and in that time hav suffered for my opinions more 
than once. Christians and their Bible made me 4 Free- 
thinker, and if when I come to die I find I hav made a mis- 
take and after all do hav to “stand before God,” then I will 
own my mistake like a man, and if he damns me for making 
a mistake he will show himself to be the fiend your book 
represents him to be. 

Yours, etc., for the downfall of superstition and the eman- 
cipation of mankind, Grorar Henry. 

P.S.—I hope you will let me hear from you as early as 


possible. I am sending a copy of this to Taz Trura 
Szexer, which paper is circulated in Rochester, and shall 
also inform that paper whether you take up my challenge or 
not, so even your own friends and townsfolk will 


whether you “ dare to be a Daniel," : 


know 
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(0 ghildren's Gorner. 


Adited by Miss Susan H. Wrixom, Fall 
. River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
E ds Oor ner should be sent. 


„Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day's ocoupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


** Toodles.”” 
My Toodles is my poodle, but for fun we call] him 
. “ Sin ;? 
‘Sinful? Yes, he’s brimful; though we think the 
world of him ; 
Misohievous with all of us, and as cunning as can 
& be, 
His little pranks are full of thanks, his pettings 
full of glee. . 
His downy hair would well compare with any- 
thing that's white, 
His eyes are blue and Just as true a8 nature made 
them bright; 
“ Sin’s „ nose ia red, it should be said, the pigment 
T was innate, 
And not from any one or many things he drank 
or ate. i : 
Those teeth and tongue—for one 80 young—hav 
charms (Pil draw it mild) : 
Oan't be ex-elled, and I'm compelled to love him 
as a child! 
And he loves me, as one might see by watchings 
at the gate, 
Or at his will the window-sill, a wonted place, will 
take, 
And watch for hours, mid fragrant flowers, and 
: often look in vain, s : 
But still will vie, and often hie his nose against 
thepane. ` . 
His cunning feats he oft repeats with hoops, and 
balls, and stairs, 
And baskets, pails, and never fails to balance on 
the chairs. 
He'll often prance, and leap, and dance on two legs 
4 as on four, 
„And git upright, as If he might al normal ways 
ignore. 
Sinful Toodles, though my poodle, will sometimes 
steal and lie, 
Intriguing off the table doff, of viands on the 
Bly ; 
` And when accused he feels abused, indignant asa 
Man, 
He shakes his head, by which is said, It was the 
black-and-tan.” 
But when the lie he can’t deny he'll then evade a 
row, 
And look at you ag if you knew and simply make 
a bow. 
My Sin, my poodle, ab ! my Toodle, I love beyond 
control; ` 
I must believe he'd not deceive if he had nota 
soul. 
. B. W. WETMOZE. 
Buffalo, Oot., 1891. 


Relics of the Indians. 

The writer resides near the eastern border 
of Kansas, but a few miles from the Missouri 
river, whose shores are lined with a succes- 
sion of rugged yet picturesque bluffs, many 
of them being covered with large forest trees 
among which the Indians once found refuge 

.from the early white settlers. The settlers 

drove the Indians from the prairie lands and 
they fled in confüsion to the banks of the big 
muddy, where they settled again. 

Many traces of red men are yet to be found 
along this rugged stream; such as burying- 
grounds, indications of old camps, work- 
shops, etc. There is an old Indian burying- 
ground located on the stream called Walnut 
Creek, which flows into the Missouri, where 
greenstone hatchets of superior finish were 
discovered, and now in possession of your 
correspondent. The latter visited this bury- 
ing place afterwards and made some excava- 
tions, but turned up nothing more than 
Indian bones, these evidently having been 
covered for a long stretch of years. He sub. 
sequently learned that exploration had been 
in the same place thirteen years previously, 
and that some valuable relics were unearthed, 
among them a tomahawk, an ax, and a 
large quantity of beads. There are indica- 
tions of other interments here and further 
examination is contemplated in the near 
future. The writer has personally found a 
number of interesting arrowheads in the 
same locality. . 

Along the river, careful search was re- 
warded by the finding of a most rare speci- 
men of war club head, a flint hatchet, and in 
some cases some unusually fine spearheads. 

About eight miles down the river from the 
writer's abode is a small town called Kickapo, 
after the Kickapo Indians, who one time had 
a large settlement there. Near the place are 
several Indian burying-grounds, and the first 
excavator will without question secure a 
number of relics. A visit to the locality, in 
view of activ exploration, is being arranged 
for. If the undertaking should prove ag 
successful as expected, some of the details 
will be given to the Companion readers.— 
George J. Remsburg, in Moral and Scisntific 
Companion, Florence, Aris. 


Why the Leaves Turn. 

Probably not one person in a thousand 
knows why leaves change their color in the 
fall,“ remarked an eminent botanist the other 
day. The common and old-fashioned idea 
is that all this red and golden glory we see 
now is caused by frosts. A true and scien- 
tific explanation of the causes of the coloring 
of leaves would necessitate a long and intri- 
cate discussion. Stated briefly and in proper 
language, those causes are these : The green 
matter in the tissue of a leaf is composed of 
iwo colors, red and blue. When the sap 
ceases to flow in the fall, and the natural 
growth of the tree ceases, oxidation of the 
tissue takes place. Under certain conditions 
the green of the leaf changes to red; under 
different conditions it takes on a yellow or 
brown tint. This difference in color is due 
to the difference in combination of the original 
constituents of the green tissue, and to the 
varying conditions of climate, exposure and 
soil. A dry, cold climate produces more 
brilliant foliage than one that is damp and 
warm. This is the reason that our American 
autumns are 30 much more gorgeous than 
those of England. There are several things 
about leaves that even science cannot explain. 
For instance, why one of two trees growing 
side by side, of the same age and having the 
same exposure, should take on a brilliant 
red in the fall and the other should turn 
yellow ; or why one branch of a tree should 
be highly colored and the rest of the 
tree hav only a yellow tint, are questions 
that are as impossible to answer as why one 
member of a family- should be perfectly 
healthy and another sickly. Maples and 
oaks hav the brightest colors.“ Field and 
Forest. 

e 
Blown Full of Pins, 

A man weighing three hundred pounds and 
as round as a football ran screaming from the 
dye-house at 2,546 Cottage Grove avenue 
yesterday morning. His form glistened like 
steel as he rushed to the drug-store at 
26th street and Cottage Grove avenue. His 
rotund form was completely covered with 
pins, which were sticking deep in every por- 
tion of his anatomy. 

„Get a tack-hammer and pull these pins 
out quick!” shouted the fat man, who was 
Henry Wing. 

Then he told how the boiler head in the 
dye-house of which he is the proprietor had 
blown out and’scattered a box of pins stand- 
ing near with such force that he was literally 
stuck full of them from head to foot, giving 
him the appearance of an animated pin. 
cushion. The clerk went to work as if he 
were pulling tacks, and managed to extract 
several papers of pins from the fat man’s 
body. At each pull of the hammer Wing 
uttered a groan of anguish. Finally the last 
tormentor was extracted and the sufferer 


breathed easier. 
ns 


Helping the Donkey, 
The late Emperor Frederick, when he was 


crown-prince, while walking in the woods 


near the palace at Potsdam one morning, 
perceived an old milkwomau who was pound. 
ing the ass attached to her milk wagon and 
talking in an excited tone to the balky 
animal. 

„What's the matter, my good woman?” 
asked the prince. 

J am ina great hurry to serve my cus- 
tomers with milk,” replied the old woman, 
who did not know the prince, and this 
accursed brute refuses to budge; but if you 
would be kind enough to pull him by the 
ears while I warm him up behind with this 
club he will go right along.” : 

The good-natured prince seized the animal 
by the ears and tugged away while the old 
woman mauled the brute with her cudgel. 
Sure enough the donkey trotted on, much to 
the joy of the woman. 

When the prince told his mother about it 
she rebuked him for being so familiar with 
the lower orders, whereupon the prince 
laughiogly replied, ** My father has helped 
many a donkey along at court.” 

n ——————939—9—————— 


Correspondence, 


Lexixaron, Kx , Oct. 7, 1891. 

Dear Youxa FRIENDS: Seth, Jane and the 
raven Walked peaceably down a sunny lane, 
where they met an old lady of pleasant ap- 
pearance. She took Jane by the hand, say- 
ing, ‘‘ Come, my little lamb, let us go to the 
house of God and worship." Though a 
sermon never does me much good unless the 
word Mesopotamia" occurs in it several 
times. Our clergyman calls sometimes to 
see me and I always make his coffee so sweet 
that he is unable to drink it. He is such a 
holy man. 


They entered the church just as the preach- 
er addressed them in the following manner: 
* And now, wil the good Lord please to 
remember that we are a progressiv people 
here and hurry up the conversions on hand. 
Here is Julia Larcum taking the combs from 
her hair—perhaps she will hav the power.” 
And then rolling up his sleeves, he exclaimed: 
“Now comes therousement. I hav reached 
the rhetorical place for waking people up and 
making them cry." And then came a storm 
of allusions to the dead friends of the con- 
gregation, so that the raven beat a hasty re- 
treat. He had just lost a dear, glossy brother. 
These birds are known to use language more 
profane than pathetic. Our hero formed no 
exception to the general rule. 

As they made their way out into the lonely 
lane, where the sweet scent from the mead- 
ows weighed down the wandering breeze, a 
pious millionaire met a ragged, starving old 
lady, eighty years of age. As they shook 
hands cordially, she remarked that her health 
was poor, when he fairly shouted, ‘‘ Oh, you 
look well, you are well enough (8 fact), now 
don’t complain. I hav spent the summer 80 
delightfully, vivifying and recuperating. 
Good morning ; let us both go to work.” 

Ourparty washungry, too. They expected 
no food untilthe next week, although they 
had worked for it. So amid the general gor- 
mandizing, they were left to starve. Blessed 
js the man who considereth the poor; the 
Lord will remember him in the day of trouble. 

ALHAZA. 


Westminster, CAL., Oct. 5, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon: This is my first letter 
to the Corner. I enjoy reading the children’s 
letters very much, and I thought I would 
like to be a writer for the Corner. Iam now 
going to school. Our teacher’s name is Mr. 
Barnes; [like him very much. I very seldom 
see a letter from California. Papa said that 
he would like to write once more to TEHR 
TaurH SEEKEB, but his eyes hav been 
troubling him some lately, so that he could 
not even read the papers. So he gets my 
sister and J to read to him. 

We liv near the coast. It is & beautiful 
place. Wen 

There are eight of us in family, five girls 
and three boys. I am the third to the oldest. 
We hav jolly times riding on horseback and 
going to the beach 

If this letter escapes the waste-basket, I 
will try again. Your Liberal friend, 

PEARL MARTIN. 


WESTMINSTER, CAL., Oct. 8, 1891. 

Miss Wixon, Friend and Teacher: This 
will be my second letter to the Corner. 

I hav not written to the Corner for so long 
atime I think you hav forgotten me. Our 
school has began and I hav been going 
steady all the time. Our teacher is religious. 
He said he would like to pray but he could 


not. 

Only three of our pupils are religious. 
My father gave & lecture two weeks ago. 
The subject of it was, Free Trade or Pro- 
tectiv Tariff.” My mother went to the 
mountains for her health. We had our baby 
brother’s picture taken not a very short time 
ago. My schoolmate and I are going to 
Santa Anna. It is eight miles from our 
ranch. We liv on the branch three miles 
from the ocean and can see the steamers 
come in. We hav a pretty view all around. 
On the east is a large slew the Santa Anna 
empties in. There are lots of wild ducks 
and geese also. My oldest brother goes 
hunting quite often. 

Wishing you success, I remain as ever, 

Your friend, EuxTOE MARTIN. — 

[We are pleased to hear from Pearl and 

Eunice, and hope they will write 'oftener.— 


En. C. C.] 


Miss Wixon's Works. 


All in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


or Boys and Girls. 12m9, 383pp., $1.25. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth, The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Ohildren’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
ning poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 
The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 
of a minister's praying God to kill 
pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
ake a crusade of one against the Oolorado 


beetle!” Price, 10 cents. : 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 
Price, 5 cents. : . 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 centa. 

The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


rasshop- 


THIRD EDITION. 


My Religious Experience. 
‘By S. P. Putnam. 
Price. 25 cents. 


OTHER WORKS BY S. P. PUTNAM. 
The New God. Price, 10 cents. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticiema 
of Universology. Price, 20 cents. i 


Waifs and Wand ringe, A New 
American Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 
50 oents, A prose epic of the war, rioh yith 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day.”—John Swinton's Paper. : 

“The 


Golden Throne, A Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine 
oreativ Spark is with him. Ihe book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manl 
words—the transcript of a ma 
Every Liberal should read ‘ Gelden 
—Ingersoll, Prioe, $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth: Oentury 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

“It 


Prometheus, A Poem. is 
crammed with life, thought, and profound 
emotion, poured forth, it seems to me, with 
ie beauty.“ Dr. Henry . Bellows, 

rioe, $1. 


Why Don't He Lend a Handt and 


other Agnostic poems. Price, 10 cents. 


Adami and Heva. A poetic version 
of the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
which its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents, 
For all of the above address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 
New and Cheap Edition, - - 50 Cents, 


Mentioned by W. E. Gladstone in his work, The 
Inmpregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” 

. W. Foote in the Freethinker recommends it 
as an excellent text-book. He saya: The 
manner is good and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy flowing stream 
of science, history, ethics, and common sense.” 

has. Watts in Secular Thought pronounces it to 
be the best work the author has wri ten, . 

And THE TRUTH SEEKER says: “This ig an ex- 
cellent book which we can recommend to our 
readers as clear in language, trustworthy in 
statement, and irrefutable in reasoning.” 


mind. 
rone,'” 


Order at 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFIOE. 


FOR SALE. 
A Farm of 24 Acres. 


Splendidly located. Rich soil—can raise wheat, 
barley, etc. Orchards produce largely, House, 
barn, and other buildings in first-class condition. 
Is called “a model farm." Within a short dis- 
tance of New Yorkcity. Price reasonable on easy 
terms. Owner (an old TRUTH SEEKER gubsoriber) 
retiring on account of old age. 

. WHITE, 

Red Bank, N. J. 


Evolution Series. 


—0— 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 
No. 1.—Alfred Russell Wallace, by Edward D. 
Cope, Ph. P.; with portrait, ^ O7 Sawar 


0. 3,—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man; with portrait. 


Price, 10 Cents each. 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


What Would Follow 
THE 


Effacement of ChristianitvP 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price: 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 

Address THE TRUTH BEEKER. 


LIFE AND CAREER 


Charles Bradlaugh 


George Jacob H olyoake. 


Address 


Every Freethinker wants this Life of the Great 
English Secularist, by the Father of Beoularism. 


Price, 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. 
Address this Office. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books wjthin the 
next three months, 


Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Snowville, Va. 
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NOW READY.--PRICE, $2 AND $2.50. 


The Freethinkers Pictorial Text-Book. 


SHOWING 
THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION: 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. , 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


‘WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF fACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS TO MAINTAIN THE 
ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. : 


Designs bv Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Designer. 


CONTENTS: 


‘Uncle Sam and the Priests. The Church and Thomas Paine. The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross. 
The Pests that Bother Uncle Sam Thomas Paine. medans. Its Evolution. 


The Preacher and the Patriot. b i i Co: ed. 
One Work by Paine Outweighs All the Preach- Their Bolentifio Records Compar: 


org. Two Samples of Christianity’s 
Why Paine Was Denounced. Ww 
Paine’s Services and His Reward from the ork. 


Unole Bam Sleeps, but the Priests do Not. 
manism with Her Mask On. 

The Mask Off. 

“Submit to the Roman Pontiff ag to God.” 


Unkind Reflections Upon the 
Church. E 
Decline of the Papacy in Italy. 


The Skeleton that Uncle Sam may Some Day i 1 
F. d in hi . h Romans of the Past and Present. The Old Tiger and His Whelps. . 
i A New 190 50 ye Once Upon a Time a Donkey Kicked a Lion. Peruvians Before and Since the Conquest. The Or 3 ihe Ohurch, “Don’t Hurt Our 


The Trail of the Berpent. 
Some Undesirable Immigrants. 
Lay Loyalty; 
` “Where Liberty Reigns the Tyrant Seeks to 


Shake, Old Man; We're on the Same Lay 
(Tammany ward worker to Methodist min- 
isterial delegate). ` 


Missionaries 


Studies in Natural History. 
Hypocrisy of Ohristian Missionary Effort-T, 


A Question for Theological Ethnologists. 
Some Problems in Evolution 


Slay Her."—La Salle. fi Ohristian Missionaries in India. h. 
e Outcome of Ohurch and State Union. Tae Erototype of the Methodi in Revival. Missionary Methods in the Qburoh of England. Eene cotton oy tun church 


Th 
The God-in-the-Oonstitution Guerillas.—Lib- 
wir erty in Peril. 
Religious Treason the Ruin of the Republic. 
A Transformation of the Bartholdi Statue 
which may be Expected under Religious 


A Poor Rule That Doesn't Work Both Ways. 
The Lord's Instruments. 
Religious Rule. 


The Only Thing on Which the Sects Agree. 
An Unwslcome Pilgrimage. 

When Ohristians Made the Laws. 
Superstition the Same in All Placed and Ages. 


The Bible and Science. 


The Bible and Geolozy. 
The Bible and Geography. 


ule. 
"^ What Uncle Bam Bhould Do. 


‘Whe Church Robbing the People. 


New York Oity’s Annual Gift to the Ohurches. 
^ The Taxpayers and the Oburohos-, 3 


Thanksgiving. 
Thankegiving—I. 
A 11. 

LI] 


à III. 
Sabbath Laws. 


Babbatarian Efforts in the National Senate. 
. Sunday in a Sabbatarian City. 

The Olergy’s Opportunity. 

Ag the Olergy Desire Sunday—I. 


—I. 
The Children and the Church, 


Two Ways to Go. 

Which Shall We Have? 

A Teacher We Do Not Want, 

The Shadow in Our Schools. 
plication of an Old Text. 
The Beptiles in the Path. 
Recruiting for Ohurch Institutions 
A Parochial School Lesson. 
Products of the Parochial Schools. 
The Disguise Slips Off. 


The Clergy and their Flocks. 


Shearing 'Pime. 
The Olergy's Hold Upon the People, 
ne of a Very Numerous Olass. 
The Physician and the Flock. 
Duty to the Olergy. 
At Conference Time. 
Work of a Methodist Conference in New York 


in 1876. 

The Burden of the Oross. ; 

The eens Conception of Olerical Priv- 
The Ark of the Lord. 
Rympathizing With their Pastor. 
mo rinmphant Baint 

pearance and Fact. 

Ohaplains in the Army and Navy. 
A Desirable Bargain. x * 


Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 


A Religious Procession. 


The Atonement Scheme, 


The Atonement Doctrine. 
Practical Application of the Atonement, 
The Grest cacy of Baptism. 
How to Get a Halo and a Harp. 
Divine Beneficence. 
The Tabernacles of the Lord—I. 
[I] oe “ iT} —II. 


A Few Victims of Divine Beneficence. 


Bible Doctrines and their Results. 


Biblical Temperance Statements. 


pplied. 
The Ohristian Scheme from Genesis to the 
Bynoptical Gospels, and the Practical Re- 


sults. 
The Authority of the Footpad. 
The Wisdom of Solomon. 
The Law and the Gospel Not the Same. 
Result of Faith at Findlay, 0. 
ch Statements Shall We Be Damned for 
Disbelieving ? 
of Ohristians—Whence they 


Jesus Paid It All. 

A Oandidate for Glory—An Old Sinner, but a. 
ew Saint. 

Some Tests for True Believers. 

Following Ohrist. 

An Earnest Ohristian. 

A Trial of F. 


The Faults in Christian Morality 
“ “ s 10 m III. 
LT [L1] [1] [1] —IV. 


LII LLI oe “ —V. 
An Incident of a Snow-storm, January; 1889. 
Another Incident of Another Snow-storm. 
On the Anxious Seat. 
Different Stories of an Alleged Occurrence. 


The Church and Slavery. 


The Ghost in the Methodist Ohurchyard. 


Banishment of Roger Williams. 

Ondo of Di MoGlynn—the Ohurch True to Her 
ecord. 

Oasting Pearls Before Swine. 

The Bigotry of Ohurch and State. 


Some Allegories. 
The Genii who Preside Over the Road to 


nowledge, 

The Three Graces of Infidelity. 

A Olerical Move. 

The Trinity that Ruled the World in the Dark 

“Tet the Ghosts Go.” ; 

The Race Between America’s Infidel Orator 
and England’s Ohristian Statesman. 

The Enemy and the Friend of Liberty. 

Roman Oatholic Pandora’s Box. 

A New Rendering of an Old Rhyme. 

An Error in Biblical Navigation. 

The World Still Moves. 


Heaven. 


On the Probation Plan,.—-Scene Outside of the 
Gates of the New Jerusalem. 

On the Probation Plan.—Soene Inside of the 
Gates of the New Jerusalem. 

Into Heaven via. Purgatory. 


Heil. 3 
How to Make the Road to Salvation Plain. 
The Glory of Election. 


A Web for the Unwary. 

The Religious Trap. 

Sunday-School Scholars. 

The Joys of the Sunday-School Boy. 


Woman and the Church, 
Woman’s Path from Servitude to Freedom. 


The Amusement, of the Saints in Heaven. 
A Olerical Surprise Party. 

The Theologians and Skeptics. 

The Devil's Occupation Gone. 


Miscellaneous, 
Talmage'8 Petrified Blasphemer—A Religious 


Prayer. 


A Drouth in Cambridge, III., in 1887. 
Our Father in Heaven. 


The Creeds. 
What Is Ohristianity ?—]. 
Å [1] [11 —II. 


Priests in Politics. 

The Oolossus of New York. d 

The Political Oaliban and the ReligiousRogues. 
Ireland and the Church, 

A Oontribution to the Irish Question. 


Encouragement to Go Astray. III. Campaign Story of 86, 
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ris and a younger brother who were left parent 
ess, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
fne narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
girl's life and experience in the city of Ohicago 
among business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is iust such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
goll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
í and appreciates ig do to be Hrs e attention 

of the rest of the world, Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


a and Tumors CURED: no knife 
book free. Drs. GRATIGNY & NORRIS 
CANGE R No. 163 Elm street, Cincinnati, O- 
j k 
Charles Wattss Works. 


The Teachings of Secuiarism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 

Secularism: Is It Founded on 

^" Reason, and Is Kt Sufficient to 

Meet the Needs of Mankind? 

Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Profa- 
Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 


to 
Golonel Ingersoli, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 


A Reply to Father Lambert's 
' Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. i 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence, 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. B i 

Secularism: Destructiv and Cen- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory.and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 

Which isthe More Reasonable? 
24pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief. 22 pages in. 
cover. Price: 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union ; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands, (Dedicated to Colo- 


` nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover, 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 

Letter to the Rav. Dr. R, F. Burns, of Halifax; 

In this letter the following subjects are 

1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 

The Position of Agnosticism 

3. Freethought and 


dealt with: 
Debato? oai igtianity. 

r risti " 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
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SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


— 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


GENTS make [D0 PER CENT and vin $74.8 CASH Prizes 
J on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines. 
Sample free. Territory. Dr. Bridgman, 375 Bway, N. Yo 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 


— 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. 


2 


í 


CHAMPIONS. 


I 
I 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
i DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. F., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition, 
PRICE, TEN OENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 


Conrents : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man’s Fall, and the Christian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man’s Position, 
Fate, Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Bights of Government. Duties of S0 
ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 
By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff's Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appesi is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his səl- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 8 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

: 12mo, cloth; $1.00; paper, EG. 
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GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


` AN EXPOSE 
Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’s magnificent 
bee1est to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men's 
hristian Associs- 
tion. 
By Bios. B. WESTEROOK, D.D., LL.D. 


Price $1. Address TuE TRUTH BxgkER. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
or Boys and Girls. 12m9, 383pp.; $1.25. 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Suporsti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “ The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—TThe American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Law of Moral Government. |: 


THE ; 
OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 


Crimes and Persecutions. 
8v0; 1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50, 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., . 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


IL. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


|The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Ohristian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions." 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. Think 


of a minister's praying God to kill gragghop- 
perks or trying to induee the Deity to under- 
ake a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!" Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. | Fraaa 


Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact} 


Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane! Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Chureh. Price, B cents. 


Cosmian Hymn Book,|y 


A OOLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
( (Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home. 


COMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 


PRIOR, R n š 81.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales ine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. C. MIDDLETON. 


Price, A . * 10 cents. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged, . 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by ; 
BOBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 60 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKE 
E 28 Lafayotte Place, New Tork. 


Photo- engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
sale at this office. Price, 50 cents.. 


$3 50 PER DAY 


ALL WINTE 


Can he made easy bv any energetic person selling ** CHAM- 
TION PASTE STOVE POLISH. No brush rc. 
quired. No hard labor. No dust or dirt. Always 
ready for uge. An article every housckeeper will buy. 
216,000 packages sold in Philadelphia. Exclustve agency for 
one or more counties given competent person. Write to-day 
enclosing stamp for particulars. You will never regret it, 
Address, CHAMPION CO., 46 N. Fourth St., Philadelphia, Pa, 


OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 


IS 4 GREAT SUCCESS: 


The Crowning Achievement of Mechanical 
Genius, Taste, Euergy, and Ingenuity, 
Combined with 41 years of Practi- 
cal Experience (34 years in 
Rochelle) at the Jeweler’s 
Bench. 


Unequaled in quality and price. Has 16 jewels, 
patent regulator, Brequet hair-spring (non- 
catchable), beautiful double sunk paneled dial, 
finely adjusted to heat, cold, and position, stem 
wind and sot, new model. In wilverine cases, $19; 
8 ounce coin si ver. $22.50; 4 oz. dust proof, $25, 
no better sold elsewhere for $35. In best 14kt 
tilled gold cases, guaranteed 20 years, open face, 
$27 to $80; hunting, $32 to $35; in 14kt, solid 
goid, $50 to $90. Ail elegantly engraved or plain. 

ent prepaid, and cash refunded if not satisfac- 
tory. Watches cleaned, $1; springs, $1; andre- 
turned free, Best work in the world. Send for 
testimonials, price lists of ladies’ and cheaper 
watches, diamonds, silver ware, cards in colors 
ard gold of my Freethought badge, tracts, eto., 


free. OTTO WETTSTE 
BOOBELLE, LLL. 
AN INFIDEL REMEDY. 
SATIN, PRESNE 
o VINELAND, N. J. 


for his book on youth- 
ful errors, early decay, 
wasting weakness, lost 
manhood &c. It sets 
forth an External Ap- 
plication-—a reliable 
home cure, with fulldi- 
rections for use. Its a. 
certainty, no failure. 
State where you saw 
this advertisement. 


writing from Da-enbort, Wash., 
says: ‘Your rsmedy is marvellous, and 
accomplish what js said it wil do. The value 
of which is untold.” 


A patient 


Aberal Meetings. 
These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socte- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 


hav their gatherings advertised here free by for. 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Gor- 
man Masonic Temple, 320 Hast 16th street. Loot - 
ures and discussions, The publio cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
st,, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7:30. Lecturer, debates, and disens- 
sions on important seoular subjects, Pres. 
ident, Henny Brrp; Secretary, OonA BELLE 


Brooklyn e Associa: 
on 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Beu ord avenue and 

South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. Ds at 8 F. K., ever 

Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat. 

form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 94$ 


way, Brooklyn, 
Philadelphia Liberal League 25. 
meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad an d 
ood BtB.. at 2:30 and 7:30 P. x. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speskers interest the audience. N.B.—' Truth 
Seeker vublioationsalwayson hand at cheap rates, 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
oultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Bec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Ohurch, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. SMITH, Cor. Ses. 


Chicago Seeular Union 05 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P. x., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 


Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave. (Fraternity Hall). Lecture Followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Halls 421 Bost rect at Bolen A mop amare 
street, at 8 o'clock. invi- 
tation is extended to all. Seeta Troa. Asam 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday. at 7:30 p.m. in Macdon- 
ald’s Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. Leot- 
ures, songs, and select reading, Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK MoRsE, Oor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
tios dud eral Union m : 

8 golos, Cal., meets semí-mo; first 
and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P. ^ E Parra 
Hall. Everybody invited. Mus. R. M. BERRA, 
Pres.: J. H. MoWinLIAMS: Reo. Seo. 


The Walia Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER; Bec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash,, meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house, 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
reatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty.” D. E. BIOE, Pres.; 
J. W. BELI, Vice-Pres.; OHABLES SHEA, Bec. 


Fort Worth. Tex.. Liberal Club, 


Meets every Sunday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, a.m. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. COOL. A. HARRIS, Pres. 
Isaac8. LEE, Sec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S > 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By Lupwia FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


Bteel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
12x15inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid 
for 25cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Bens of the Berk. 


On the 11th a revolt broke out in Uruguay, 


but was suppressed and fifty-three rebels were 


shot. 
assassins to kill the president. 


The rebels had hired twenty Sicilian 
The govern. 


ment accuses the clergy of being the main 


inciters. 


Lao XIII. says: We notice with pleasure 
that the leaders of im- 
portant industries hav 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 24. 1991. 


AND REFORMERS. 


raphies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Bkept: 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES... 
Vol. I, Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- Ye 


IB ios, Innovators, Founders of 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Now Bohools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. tists, etc. (who were not Christians). 
8v0, 835p. Vol. II. Describes all from the time of Menu to the pres- 


.. Vo 
the Holizious Systems of the World. 
$v0,957pp. Oloth,$3per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
gilt edges, $8. 


ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g- 6.,94.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Tocco, 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


already studied the ap- 


GODS AND RELIGIONS | WORLD'S. SAGES, ‘THINKERS, | 


ems of Ghonght. 


Tux origin of religious opinions is generally 
dated from the time when savage nations 
were yet in infancy. It was to. gross, igno- 
rant, and stupid people that the founders of 
religion hav addressed themselvs when they. 
wished to giv them their Gods, their mode 
of worship, their mythology, their marvelous 
and frightful fables.—D’ Holbach. 


— Dousr is the father of 


‘plication of our encyc- 


knowledge. Nobert e. 


dams, 


lical, snd that govern- 


ments also hav not been 


No man who will take 


indifferent to it.” 


A NRW anti-papal pa- 
per, the Araldo, will 
appear at Rome, and 
energetically assail the 
papacy at every point. 


GznMaxss in Russia, 
who are Lutherans, hav 
been ordered.to submit 
plans for their churches 
to officials, who change 
them so as to raise the 
cost from $300 to $3,000, 
which prevents their 
being built. 


Kemparer and Bhul- 
ters, special commis. 
sioners sent from this 
country to London to 
examin as to our immi- 
ration, say that less 
than half the truth has 
been told on Russia's 
persecution of the Jews. 
They are preparing a 
document on it. : 


DR. O'Dwyer, one of 
the Irish prelates who 
hav held two private po- 
litical. conferences, con- 
demned the opposition 
to Parnell shown by the 
clergy, and urged that 
they confine themselvs 
to their religious duties. 
He threatened to com- 
plain to Rome if they 
continued their factional 
fight. 


And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the Lord and said. 
in the earth, ard from walking up and down in it.—Job i, 7. 


liberty from another, is 


great enough to enjoy 


liberty himself.—Znger- 


soll. 


EVERY man who 


searches for troth must 


- incur the danger of being 
persecuted.— Voltaire. 


Hap not such men as 
Roger Bacon and his 


long line of successors 


been thwarted by theo- 
logical authority—h a d 


not such men 4s ‘Thomas 


Aquinas, Vincent de 
Beauvais, and Albert the 
Great been drawn or 
driven from the paths of 
science into the dark, 
tortuous paths of the. 
ology, leading no- 
whither, the world to- 
day, at the end of the 
nineteenth century, 
‘would hav arrived at the 
solution of great prob- 
lems and the enjoyment 
of great results which 
will only be reached at 
the end of the twentieth 
century, and even in 
generatione more remote. 

seases like pulmonary 
consumption, scarlet 
fever, diphtheria, pneu- 


monia, ard la grippe, 


THE LORD MAKETH SOME INQUIRIES OF SATAN. 


From going to and fro 


which now carry cff so 
many most precious 
lives, Would hav long 
since ceased to scourge 
the world.— Prof, A. D. 
White. | . 


FaENOH bishops hav been directed to report 
to Rome the growth of Socialism in thei 
dioceses. 


Tur new chief rabbi of France urges 
Jews to love the republic, as the first govern- 
ment that has granted them liberty and civil 
rights. 


Ar Columbia, S. C., in sentencing ten 
negro murderers Judge Hudson commented 
on the babit of negroes to select religious 
meetings as times for deeds of blood. 


MowsounE D. Conway says that Madam 
Blavatsky confessed to him that Theosophy 
isa humbug, saying, It is a glamor; people 
think they see what they do not see. That is 
the whole of it.” 


Tue bishop of Manchester, Eog., at the 
Church Congress spoke for maintenance of 
the establishment and endowment of the 
Church in Wales and declared that ‘ free 
trade in religion is not suited to the dis- 
positions and circumstances of mankind.” 


Waes a charitable society found work in 
Connecticut for the grown sons of a large 
Hebrew family, the father refused, saying, 
** I will not go there, because I might not be 
able to get. kosher meat ”—that is, meat 
blessed and prepared in a certain way by a 
rabbi. ` 


GraApsTONE has given his opinion on 
miracles, writing to Rev. Mr. Belcher: **I 
hav only yesterday become acquainted with 
your kindness in sending me your very 
interesting work on ‘ Miracles of Healing.’ 
I am afraid the objections to demoniacal 
possession involve in germ the rejection of 
all belief in the supernatural. I hav read 
with great prcfit your account of the Gadara 
miracle." 


A OARDINAL at Rome says the Vatican is 
convinced that the late disorders at Rome 


precipitated by French pilgrims were really 


instigated by the Italian government, which 
has become jealous of the growing influence 
of the pope and the amicable relations which 
exist between France and the Vatican. The 
cardinal declared that the Italian government 
would prefer the assassination or the expul- 
sion of the pope to the present situation. 
The pope himself had recently said: I am 
no longer a prisoner, but a hostage menaced 
with expulsion or assassination unless I 
"*eapitulate before the enemy.” The cardinal, 
continuing, said that the pope would never 


accept the present situation, but nothing has |. 


as yet been decided upon in the matter of his 
leaving Rome. The conclave is abroad, and 
many of the cardinals hav hitherto been re- 
luctant to act in this matter, but they hav 


greatly modified their views since the French |: 


pilgrim disorders. The latter may hav the 
gravest consequence for Italy and the Vatican 
and the general situation, and perhaps seri- 
ously alter the relations between all the Eu- 
ropean powers and the Vatican. 
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should never trouble the peer to giv me, per- 


O Lorp, there are one or two other trifies I 
should like to draw your attention to if you 
hav & moment to spare for such worms of 
the dust as I am. uP to this time I hav had 
no intimation that I bore you, and so I am 
encouraged to proceed. If my questions 
teased you, ycu could soon giv me & hint to 
stop. . . . Or, if you liked to take 
a gentler way of letting me know I was a 
nuisance, you could, O Lord, gently drop 
one of Sarah’s slippers down upon my head. 
with a pretty little scented note inside it: 

To Saladin, with Jehovah’s compliments: J. 
will answer S. all his questions when he comes to 

eaven. 
That would be quite enough. I should build 
up my Ebenezer and set the slipper on the 
top of it, and say: Thus far hath the Lord 
holpen me.” You may possibly deem it a 
trifle presumptuous on my part to ask ques- 
tions at such an august three-in.one puzzle 
as you are. I should not hav the boldness to 
trouble you, © Lord, if you would giv any 
of your servants the brains to answer me. I. 


sonally, information I could hav from his 
fiunkey. But your fiunkeys, O Lord, are 
stone-blind leaders of the blind. I can get 
no answers there, and so I came direct to you. 
Their business is to make their living by 
canting about your book to the unquestion- 
ing herd, and they would rather take a toad 
by the nose than attempt to answer such 
questions as I put. I asked one of your 
servants the other day . . . if he would 
be good enough to furnish me with anything 
&pproaching valid historical proof that that 
Bon of yours ever tramped the country 
preaching till he ultimately got nailed to two 
sticks. I expected to hear of evidence from 
Tacitus, Suetonius, Josephus, et hoc genus. 
But that servant of yours with the red face 
and the white tie, simply laid his hand on 
his heart, or his stomach (I am not physiologist 
enough to say exactly which), and, turning 
up his eyes, the way a duck does in a 
thunderstorm, observed, My evidence is 
HERE.” It was clear to me that the evidence 
lay somewhere in his intestins. That may 
be all very well for him. You may hav con- 
structed him so that he has evidence of the 
crucifixion in his hepatic artery, corrobora- 
tion of the atonement in the splenic veins, 
and proof of the resurrection in his gastric 
juice. But you hav not constructed me on 
that accommodating plan, O Lord. My 
internal arrangements hav evidently been 
contrived to digest and assimilate food. 
When I ask them about you, they are dumb; 
when I ask them about your son Jesus, they 
know nothing about him. When historical 
proofs hav to be examined, I hav to use my 
head, such ag itis. I never found my liver 
of any use in such investigations, and the 
soles of my feet I hav not yet tried. They 
are not easily got at; but I will hav them 
thoroughly examined if you will giv me a 
hint that on them I am likely to “find 
Jesus.. Saladin. 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Rutered at the Post-Ofice at New York, N. T., as Seccnd-cleas Matter. 


Tex ex We ghosts go. We will worship them no more, Let them cover their eyeless sockets 
| with their fleshless hands, and Sade forever From the imaginations of mën? 
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LET THE GHOSTS GO. 
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dilotes and (lippings. 

Tarere is nothing, says a Calcutta letter, a 
Brahmin detests more than an attack upon 
his religion. Even if you convince him that 
a certain law or. practice works evil, he will 
listen to no suggestion of replacing it with a 
new one, 

Cor. RokERT G. INGERSOLL is to be the 
chief orator at the coming great cotton and 
corn fair in Texas. Knowing Shakspere as 
well as he does, Colonel Ingersoll can talk 
sensibly and eloquently on almost any sub- 
ject.— Sun. : 

A Russian press censor permitted the fol. 
lowing item to appear in a Moscow paper : 
“It is our opinion that Russia needs new 
railroads and will hav them." For this the 
censor was suspended for three months, and 
the editor fined £90. 

Tumry-rwo millions of Russian peasants 
on the verge of starvation! What if the 
czar should organize them into a great army 


aud precipitate them on Europe and Asia in 


search of food? That would be a new irrup- 
. tion of the Vandals for which Christendom is 
not prepared. ; 
Tux Bakers’ Assembly 5,996 Knights of 
Labor, of Boston, hav resolved to ask the 
next legislature of Massachusetts to enact a 
law prohibiting the opening of bake-shops on 
Sunday, and a committee was instructed to 
present the matter to the general court and 
to conduct, during the next few months, a 
vigorous campaign in favor of Sunday 
closing. The members of the assembly will, 
it is stated, request all labor organizations to 
assist them in this work. 


“ On, Mr. Martin!” exclaimed some sweet 
girl graduates, who overtook Homer Martin 
in a-leafy lane one Sunday morning, when he 
was on his way to a trout pond, are you 
not going to church?” No, I am not going 
to.church,” he replied. '*Do you not like 
to go to church?” they inquired. ` Oh, yes, 
my dears,” rejoined the artist, ‘Iam very 
fond of going to church, but I know how to 
restrain myself.” E 

Tr isn't often that the sermon of a preacher 
of the gospel has to be expurgated before it 
can-be printed in decent newspapers, but that 
seems to be the case with the kind of gospel 
that is being preached by Sam Jones of late. 
His eccentricities and vulgarities get pretty 
low down occasionally nowadays, and a good 
many earnest Christians hav come to the 
conclusion that Brother Jones’s sermons do 
more harm than good.— Boston Herald. 

TurnRE is no such thing as the Jewish 
vote.” The American Jew who votes asa 
Jew and not as an American is not worthy 
the name of either American or Jew. We 
want no Jewish mayors, or Catholic gov- 
ernors, or Protestant senators. Politics and 
religion should forever remain separate, and 
the man who seeks to connect them is an 
enemy of the religion he professes to repre- 
sent and of the public weal.—Jewish Tidings. 


In this city not long ago I met a pedagog 
who at once told me that he was engaged in 
writing the life of Tom Paine. Soon afterward 
I met a literary man, who said he had just 
finished the work of writing the history of Tom 


Paine. So it appears that there are to be.two- 


new American biographies of the author of 
The Rights of Man,” to whom the state of 
New York gave a homestead in New Rochelle, 


and whose bones were taken from there to 
England seventy years ago. About ten biog- 
raphies of him hav already been published. 
gun. 


AwID all the humiliating annoyances of 
life caused by ignorance and superstition— 
amid the din of senseless wrangling over pal- 
try things, and the brawling of mistaken en- 
thusiasts over inherited delusions, there is 
one ever-present, all-potent comfort, with 
which men of sense may regale themselvs. 
Enthroned with imperishable strength and 
purity, far above the swamps and quagmires, 
the miasma and fogs of driveling formularies, 
sits majestic Science, in whose hands are held 
the key of all knowledge, wisdom, and true 
morality. -— The Jury. 


Tar Rev. Dr. Charles Fluhrer was invited 
to attend a meeting of pastors assembled at 
Grand Rapids to formulate a protest against 
keeping the World’s Fair open on Sunday. 
After listening to several long speeches 
against Sabbath desecration he arose and 
observed that the meeting was rather lifeless, 
and then proceeded to make a strong plea 
for opening, not only the Exposition, but all 
museums, art galleries, and libraries on Sun- 
day. He said the influences of these places 
were all refining, elevating, and educational, 
and that the rapidly increasing . element 
whose only dày of rest was Sunday was 
entitled to some consideration in matters of 
recreation and pleasure. N 


TEE mayor of Atlanta, Ga., allowed the 
Btreet.car company to repair their road Sun- 
day by taking up a portion of the old track 
and laying down new, and the clergy raised 
a great howl over such a desecration of the 


holy Sabbath. The pious people of Atlanta 
say they will see that the mayor and every 
laborer on the work is indicted. The funny 
thing about the affair is, says the Denison 
Gazetteer, tbat the Prohibitionists and those 
booming Puritanical enactments elected him 
mayor, and the first Sunday after his induc. 
tion into office he so zealously enforced an 
antiquated Sunday law he raked up, that the 
Switching of trains was stopped, the selling 
of cigars and soda water prohibited, and no 
meat could be sold by thé butchers nor 
bread by the bakers. 


Russian usurers and small traders are go- 
ing about trading upon the misery of the 
peasants, buying hair from the heads of poor 
girls for a few shillings and stripping houses 
of every portable article for next to nothing. 
In two or three cases the ferment of disorder 
which ig seething under the terrible surface 
has broken out in riots directed against the 
Jews. Doubtless there will be more than 
melancholy aggravations of Israel’s miseries 
during the winter. Seven-eighths of rural 
Russia is now infinitly worse than that of 
rustic France on the eve of the Revolution. 
Men look to see a Muscovite reign of terror 
begun this winter. which will well-nigh efface 
from human. memory the excesses and hor- 
rors begun by the fall of the Bastile. The 
czar. himself. seea only too vividly the. hand- 
writing on the wall. It would seem as if he 
dreaded to go back to Russia at all. He is 
staying much longer in his carefully-guarded 
Danish retreat than he originally intended, 
and it is said that the preparations which hav 
been making at the palace in Livadia for the 
celebration of his silver wedding on Novem- 
ber 9th hav been suddenly suspended. 
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much in regard to all the rest of the disciples ? 
They did not yet. belier the: 


longer seamless. And more | miraeulous still, some 
twenty other European churches hav the same holy 
— | coat that was won at a reffie bya Roman soldier. Women 
| 45: The breaking of the legs of the two thieves is}, 52. In the evening i of: 
mentioned by John only, who adds: | being assembled with ‘elo 
ther and Mark 6 aay. that when Jesus was] But when they came to Jesus and saw. that he. was dead Jene, pays John, Jesus ap 
eforB the high priest he was silent until | already, they brake not his legs; bu the soldiers: (said: “Peace be unto 
Ssdond time by that dignitary to ‘answer | With a spear pierced his side and forthwit ine thereout 


Reged tne blood and wat . . . For these things were done that | he MADRTOU SEES 
“whether he was the Meshiha. According to John the scripture shold be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be he was their risen Lord. 
there was no hesitation on the part of Jesus to re- 


. Matthew knows nothing db. Any appearance of 

brok nd again another scripture saith, They shall look |. 
spond to the questions of the high priest, and his a him’ whom they pierced. did Jesus to his disciples, except in a far-off mountain 
only offense was in not answering more explicitly | 


lilee. 

46. John says “It was the preparation of the in Ga 

8 do what lié Had taught, saying: “Ack them which | passover” (xix, 14), and again Luke describes a meeting of the eleven apostles 
heard me what I hav said to them. Behold they 


The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that ‘and others in the evening of the resurreotion-day, 
“know what IL. said.“ For this evasion one of the] the bodies should not remain upon the. po On the Sabbath | convened apparently to consider a report that the 
Jesus with the palm of his hand, day (for that Sabbath day was a high day) besought D e Lord had risen and appeared to Simon. Whether 
1 25 thon the ‘hi ; 


joad them. that 


that-their legs - might: be broken, and that they might be] Simon, who was there, confirmed that rumor wel are 
tak E N ZH not told But presently eaine two disciples, one of 
rding ohn t ‘the whom was Oleóph | the othe med, whe 


ting in Jesue's face. 
Palace of. Quiaphas Jesus 

gi , And John is partic 
hat the Jewish officera " hemselvs went nó 
0 the judgment hall lest they should be: defiled, 

bat they might eat the passover." * Is it 
igh from thie that: the paschal: meal wa 


9 


ad: d was not. that. paschal feast. 
ranslator of the ‘ e neu Polyglott” F 


exl "E ihe lore, And: 
tthe | and: Mary the moth 
r E was s laid.“ Nor 


te was not the pascal east! ; 

four hours too soo: er. l 
t the omissions of John in narrating the synoptics ; for the 

and thé crucifixion are as tos ohn. The paschal m 

the of that Friday evening, 

ke Sabbath aud passover: 


of Jesus: al Lang 


les ag they walked into the 
this was told to the 

i d afterward, 
a ley sab 
to [d dial 
u him. 


the di 
ys Mark, Jesus appe 
„ t mènt and. upbraided: the; 
those who. said ‘the 


ib : 
denguters ‘of Berne ‘th 
place of execution w sping ; 
he cross. as recorded by Luke 
jr they know not what they 
e thief that rebuked his com- 
Jesus, “To-day shalt thou be 
the final words of Jesus as |. 


x thon the. doors ‘were shut. 
gi ae breathed on 


ie inéeription put. upon the croas John gays | 
‘was written by Pilate in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, 
thus: This is Jesus the Nezarean, king of the Jews” 
(prise version). The other evangelists hay it dif. 
ntly, as follows: “This is Jesus the king of t 
ows” (Matt.); "The" king of the Jews” (Marky; fs 
This isthe Fig of the Jews“ (Luke): 
ohh ‘ways’ that there Wtobd : "by the 'erosióf* 
other "Aud his mother g sister, Mary the 
wife of 186 PE, ‘and Mar y Mugdalene.“ Matthew. 
AA liat there’ trate" women, looking on 


es and I know not where er h [^4 hid t him. This is u substantial repetition of Matt. xvii 18, 
(The Greek version has “we,” but in the ancient spoken to the disciples in Galilee... 
Syriac it i8 I.“) Simon and John then ran u rade 53. The absence of Thomas ‘at the ‘first mee ting of 
to the sepuleher John got there first and stoop=| the dikoi ; àl 
ing down; saw the: linen clothes lying; yet went he John. 
note in! Then came Simon; and. he went in, fol- e 
lowed by John. here they saw the linen: clothes; it the 
and he napkin “.wrapped:in:a place by itself.. Hull, 
8 there was no ghosi-or ‘angel! seen at. the: b 
Fhom Were Mary’ ‘Magdalene,:Mary.| sepulcher : by, Mary Magdalene) or anybody eise, ac The 
nid Joes, aud Salome, Phey oording 0 John, who: tells us ‘he was: the second] sapie 
( moth Ea Jesus; Luke, pies ho. . the 99 thé darkness of th kena 


10 
) rept “shall see in His hands” the ‘print 
alle i Put uz Auger inte te priüt of 

i “my hang into" his b ide 


hing ub 
been 12 155 tis 


jenos from that first meeting. 

: 1 e Else in the New Tenkamenk ése t in ‘the 
vë "the Word 

deu 
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an tlen, tO reven himmel dale] gef 
j wetea’ "Rebbdzi Teen 
n far Tei not yét'ügvendéd tó 


ie 
P 0 beben by that the soldiers. 
“Jesus by castitig Lots. n 


950 76 o my brethren Sd say to then, labor 10 do - 
8 foür Peet N der a 14 1 ‘but, ive tid e ina i 0 1100 a ede, 
s, the seum they said: ! x. Grog 2: : Eu 
+ At end if 101 $ gaat [oti or it Wh be, that nd told: tly "tide “tfio” Bürgen "fat 
i z TUN ë 11 , Lo € J 5e Kain" dviip dé" of that 
M ‘garments among thë is got * &t'de&st offe 
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Oregon State Secular Union—Treasnrer’s Report | superstition eclipse enlightenment? Shall gold. 
To THE Eprron or Tae Teura SzzkzR: Through take precedence of brains, and a senseless ecclesi- 
the columns öf your paper I want to resch all the | asticism usurp the prerogative of manhood and 
members of the Oregon State Secular Union and | womanhood? Are we willing to liv slaves? Are 
herewith, äs treasurer of the bame, submit my annual we poltroons and fawning sycophants, cringing in 
report or ‘all monays réceived and paid out, and thus | ignoble obedience to the most unscrupulous powers 
all ‘can Kndw'something of what it costs to carry on | that ever drenched the earth in blood! . If not, 
the organization. The current expenses for the then why do we slumber on the very brink. of fate? 
year, outside of field séoretare’s galary, were $89 50.| Our greatest danger is our apathy and apparent 
Congress expenses Were 8175,40. The fisld secre- | blindness to the perils that environ us. All Liberale, 
tary was stowed: $250, which waksa the expenses Fceethinkers, and Spiritualists should awake, and. 
for year $514 90, wiih réceipts $492 90; leaving a stand shoulder to shoulder, ready to meet the issues | 
debt of $22. I also append the names of those who | Of the impending conflict. ` ` 
generously “lent a haud "ab the congress with the We are nearing a tremendous culmination. The 
sinews of war. Rugs WnIeHT, |gathering storm will soon burst upon us. Of what 
|. Treasurer Geng State Seouiar Uaion. ` | value your homes or your financial treasures, if our 
Molalla; ‘Oré., Ost. 14 1891. enemies triumph? Count no sacrifice too great that 


copies of the short letter to the governor protesting 
against his Thankégiving proclamation printed and 
they hav been distributed among the vice-presidents 
to secure signers and hav them mailed to the'gov- 
ernor. Let no Liberal in Washington fail to so 
write. F O. B. Rrxworps, ` 
Secretary Washington Secular Union. 


— —äp ate amnd 


Items of Foreign News Interesting T Free- 
thinkers. 

It is said now that the French pilgrims did not 
insult the tomb of Victor Emanuel, but that one of 
them wrote in the register that the. pope alone is 
| king. But be was arrested and the pilgrims mobbed, 
and Rome for a while was greatly excited, and the - 
criés of the mob found an echo in the newspapers. 
Literary fire was opened upon all France for the act 


somem cs I may be needed to further the cause of Freethought | 
1890, Nov.-11. EC Lc EE mer 50 fand secure for all time to come both to ourselva. of the over-zealous M. Deux. The Figaro says 
1891, Oct. 8, 4, and 5, cash. . ., 148 90 | and to our children the Nine Demands of. Liberal the incident enlightens Frenchmen in regard to the 
| «^ a“ From secretary, bann due t 11 5% iam as our birthright and inalienable heritage for true sentiment of the friends of Magenta and 
ROS y 2 Het canal ever. With universal mental liberty, equal rights, Sorano. Bag „ 1 Fe that d : impossi- 
e k ‘band exact and impartial justice inscribed upon our >s eg escribe the hatred o lad that ia nour- 
1890, Dee. 22, printing and postage. .. ... . .. 68 84 00 banners, let us go forth ready to die, if need be, in ished by the Italian Liberals socalled. ^ The thing 
1891, «dune 18. leaflets tor field sec ...... 25 00 | the defense of those vital principles that so intimately erg to icin It v nn oe oe 
uly 15, printing.. . . . . . senes 26 00. orn of vanity, jealousy, and stupid fear oung 
» obi., 5, V ee 5 60 | Concern our temporal salvation. As for myself, life M. Dreux can ‘a attor himeelf on the size of the fire 


wa nO ‘hamm, and death no HU when my per- he lighted. According to several Oatholic papers 


the ineident brings up once more the question, muet 


EXPENSES PROPER, FOR CONGRESS 3. 


: FI 
1891, | Oct. 5, Miss Haile Parish, singing. will not liv exeeps M a fiee man, and I am. 


N 5 00 the pope leave Rome? Catholic Austria and a con- 
t Oregonian, advertising sss . 24 75 Fen tó die to bequeath that priceless boon to those siderable portion of Catholic Germany might hav 
n. % Peaslee Bros., printing. 12 60 that shall come after me. I trust the utmost har- thing ti the subject, and the littl 
E Es 85 11 rgb ee. 1 20 a nd pervide your gatherings, ana wisdom and, affair iis eri Be 1 international Ge 
te. te eg d dees 75 00 i 
: ` Henry Addio; labor. casei pius ; e deliberations. In substance the Italian papers say, Let the pope 


Misses Cochranes, music .. 


go, the sooner the better. There is no room in 
8. P. „ lecture. : 


‘Rome. for him and the king.” 


———— 9 — ———— 


i | San, dons Cal., Sept. 80,1891. N. F. Bawum. . 


„ Oorea will, no doabt, ” gays the Bombay Modern. ; 
Thought, * be. complaining before long, as. it has 
been compelled to agree to a clause in the recent 
‘treaty. by which the Bible is to be received in that 
‘country, although. © Ooreans e its e as an 
immoral book,” 


88 mE The Cause in Washington. 
M: : „„ p At Plumb Station, Thurston county, the Liberals 
ar 2 JN ER seo: salary s EM he ae ane e ever the steadfast and: 'self-saerificing friends: of : 


. 50 00 table perseverance and energetie push, sticceéded in: 
28 00" Having erected à very handsome and commodious: 
school-house, enabling them to dispense with the 
* .. [ald shack that years:ago | had become: alike unsightly | 
9:50" ‘and unsuitable: :. 
5 0047 They hav such stanch and trae Liberalsas Miss Lou 
5.00 | Hartgrave, the talented young ‘artist of O;ympis, 
10 pu who, forssking-alike easel and ease of city life for 
the sombrous solitudes: of the dense forést; staked 


Har out a claim, bad a- little house ‘erected and lived 


Ur. Watts having become proprietor ot Baskervile ; 
Hall, Birmingham, be proposes in connection there- ' 
| with—1. To establish an institute based upon 
Rationalistio: principles. 2. To hav regular Sunday 
lectures upon Secular and Freethought subjects. ^3, - 
| To. form week-night classes for singing, music; ` 
| dramatic recitals, and general social recreation. 4. : 
| m ;| Fo circulate Agnostic and other Freethought litera- ' 
i ture. 5. To make Birmingham the center of a- 
5 | Secular Federation for the Midland counties. 6. To 
provide a reading and consulting room for the use 
af members of the institute and their friends. Mr. 
Watts is cutting quite a swath since he returned o 
9 | Hagl and, and several fatted calves hav been killed 
* him. Sa 


Eie rauer, one of: 


me ent. D „ f T 00. de a ent r 2 eluates tue pedea 010 Veteran , - "o ME 
i" 
A. B Klise 01 ^n "tbe sanks"o? Infidelity, ó. F. ‘Woolford, and the y The London Freethinker. ferus t to 12 ‘ae will 


se and fascinating young obhämpions of T 
50 d Misses Lillie-nad Ophelia Saérloek: 
3 00: th hey insisted on having the fla lof our i 
jing from: ‘the: sae al to inspiri 10 i 


Dr. Bavington 
Peter. Grayville.. 


| Ereethinkers everywhere, that: Captain. Otto Thom 

son is reduoed in-citoumstances through his constant 

^ efforts to propagate Freethought in Sweden. Oir- ` 
Johmstanoes oompel him to" tense his connection as 

0 " urs manager: to Fritänkareñ, but he loses none 

"Tr 00 ih whis interest in the:cause, and hopes his foreign ^ 


emp sone n pek ae e's 


vd a ME rr et eee lends: will continué to end hi their papers. 
1.00. tion and Freethought by a brief doür "ef Li * [Captain Otto a Been ‘Sweden, will be 15 
jj deoturee, 2 grand ball and supper, and most adrüira 1 ee 

xe re bly wae that program Varried ‘out: 2 3 
ers There was some: misunderstanding s about’ th a ti 


Tot man: Onego: PORD Titon v sorely die of delivering the lectures’ on Sunda; 
appoia-étrid nas: benutz able u. b présent 'at^yoür" ing it was to be morning und "evening, and’ 
annual eovehtiem Gireumefaricen over whieh I that it was te be afternoon und evening. 7 
have-no=-contralrender’ it ‘ieaposs Bin and T mist’ possibility of any” dis&ppolntméht I “de iverod 
submit, But Tam with you in: s d um in ures morning, afternoon, and evening. All: ‘three’ 
hearty eynipathy- with your work: ere Well attended and’ listened to with inc 
th haue the avérágo iterest.: On Monday evening à bone 
i being pit! Torth by | Olympia aud Tumwatér “brought ` thr 
the bigotes minióhs: ot: the enurch, du thd one hand {merry visitorg. ^ *: j 
to make of this nation witheovrady, "wifi" Ei | Some had ‘growled tliat the rho m 8 wa " n Hoi 
church andistate united; while upon" t ee thi arger than the neosstities of! thy’ distric his M. Arar a hf: the Nouvelle Revue; "- an: interebt ve 
cohortà ef: mii are seeking to 1 À h ig dpi ah sn nal bus i da "d t ng. sketch of Benjamin Constant Botelho de Magal ^ 
soulless afistocrae "upon" "the uin: o arge-eno accomm e those w esired 10 ae 
j tA T : i Pi ieipate in its dedication.” After the leotire eich hi čs bë fotinder- of the ` puse EOM EE 


rat Ar whe 

F was a Positivist,'and as professor at the Military 

er Demos were added to the membership öf the Wach- College he imbued the officers of the army with his 

on Secular Union, and they elected “Miss H ok di Him the 

id f h t di E advanced: prineiples. He took a leading’ part in d 

(€ eet er ent 9225 - istrict. -revolution, but when it was successful’ he stepped 

: aside and declined: all honors. But he was forced to 

t108, sre q “demoralized. Here take: the post of minister of war, and in that position 

House, Qourdray’ 8, Theater, taught the citizen-soldier to regard himself ag te 

| guardian: of “peace; progresi, and reform. He died 

of heart: disease in January, and bis name is in- 

ma scribed upon the records: of Congress | a the founder s 

of v noie declares. Sunday i is an off. day ol be Brasilii republic. a = 
i pd he n ene men 1 eee ; a 


m" | A bookseller i in the: Friesland tos of Snack bans: 15 
; lated: ‘Robert -Elgmere^' into his nativ tongue! and 
ag rewarded: for his pains by gsining'& fendy sale 
Tor the volume, The translator, however, "has im- 
{parted ton British traveler the information that 
though Mrs. Humphrey Ward's opinions about so- 
ciety and human relationships were new and aesépt- ' 
| [able:to-Sneek on-the-ground of their novelty; Sheek 
, Was by no means struck with the religious element 
Of in her story. This last element seemed to iti in ipid," 
obsolete; und quite behind ‘the times. a 


T tate p 5 
the mbst::bltopdy* ‘epoch’ in the world's n 

twelve . lee A of tl 
Obristiam erer w 


supreme, are ‘answer. 
Agüüito^be repeated: 
astiesi tyranhny, built by bigotry aud "fotindé k, 
ignoranes und superstition; again doriihate “the bropriet 
destinies of the world? Between the two thieves ‘oft Let 
church and state iad ihe Orrist of Hutüai 3 
be zagain örneified e from i 1 
of mien! Sun 
rosg: DE karnou 


i dent. Stores open or. “close. as tie 
„ And none to make. them :afraid.. 


M 27 Port-Royal hoe Neck, who had one lame leg, 
To make both alike the Lord's Tavor did beg ; 
Heaven listen d; and &traightway a mjracle chmè, 
ver- 1 zd For. N he rose up m both legs 5 ve A 
i to the digs 3 our anle ‘and i Melon n it, AY. prove s even more mE Nucl d of, 
all o 8| effeotiv peg M" i 1 ix "m Tha: " 

: LETTERS TO THE ‘GOVERNOR. zu théy:oBly espouse e e y When it 18 im e 
The Washington Secular Union had.one: thousand. cally; but few believe itsdogniss:— Robert O; Adams ^ 


thrown? Stall dur e 

bidder in the shambles of lust 

come tipsa generation of slaves?’ 
serai jgnoranoe ` triumph orer 
Hepa vua rend le. 
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On the Pavitic Coast. 


The Bpecial Agency for the Pacific Coast of The Truth 
Seeker is at 888 Howard street, San Francisco, Cal., where tha 
paper and our publications can be found ax d. subscriptions re- 
«eed. Mr. 8 P. Putnam, also, will receive subscriptions 
and renewals, MEE - 


Godward and manward: “The Lord helps those 
who help themselves; but tbe Lord help the man 
caught helping himself here“ 

Saturday evening I attend the session of the state 
convention of the Young Men's Ohristian Association 
of California. The attendance is not very large, not 
more than three hundred being present in the assem- 
bly chamber of the capitol, where the convention is 
held. I am surprised at the smallness of the number. 
We hav twice as many at our convention, and B0 we 
can hope that after all some day we will be “in the 
swim.” Evidently the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation is not “in the swim.” There didn't seem to be 
‘much enthusiasm. The resolution in favor of closing 
the World's Fair on Sunday was accepted with 
ominous silence. Not a single cheer greeted its 
announcement. It stated: We view with alarm 
the proposed opening of the World’s Fair on 
Sunday.” I am glad the Ohristians are getting 
seared. They will be worse scared than ever when 
they see a hundred thousand people thronging the 
Fair on Sunday. Let them prepare for & terrific 
fright. It will come, Lord's day or no Lord's day. 
It is time for the people to rule. E 
As an cffet to the dull and colorless meeting of 
the Young Men's Obristian Association I went after- 
ward to the Chinese Josh.“ This was fine indeed, 
a great improvement on the Young Men's Ohristian 
Association. The jingle was lively; the idols were 
resplendent; they shone with gay attire.: The 
worshipers looked happy, even hilarious. The 
little boys were gorgeous, the priests were magnifi- 
cent. Such elegant dresses; and the music—it was 
expressiv. The drums were so jolly, and cymbals and 
pipes so energetic. I think the Chinese enjoy their 
religion. It does not seem to make them miserable. 
It is pervaded bya festiv spirit. The Ohinese: are 
ahead of the Christians in this respect—when their 
gods do not behave they whip them. The Ohinese 
opinion is that the gods are made for human use, 
and if they will not make the world happy freely, 
then they must be made to do it by a sound thrash- 
ing. How much wiser is the superstition of the 
Chinese than the superstition of the Young Men's 


On Corporate Law, with Irrigation as a Text. 


To Hon. T- G. Jourdan, Member of Constitu. ` 
tional Convention, Phaniz, A. T.: 

Drak Sm: I appreciate the intense interest you 
show in regard to the irrigation question and cor- 
porate power that will occupy the attention of your 
convention. : 
` Man was made to protect and improve himself. 
Supreme wisdom and beneficence could make him 
no other way. His physical and mental nature can 
only be developed and sustained by continued 
exercise, producing a good citizen, the object of all 
law. 

Recognizing these principles simplifies the field - 
and magnifies the importance of constitution nd 
law-makers by confining their labors to the produc- 
tion of formulas or laws that man may protect him- 
self and develop his physical and mental powers. 

Our irrigation law, under which all our titles of 
priority of appropriation of water hav been vested, . 
entitled in the original code “of acequias or irri- 
gating canals,” prostituted by our late code 
commissioners to read, of acequias and irrigating - 
canals,” was formulated in 1864 by Judge Wm. T. 
Howell from the experience of the irrigating world, 
giving to irrigators the power to protect and impreve 
themselvs; it would adorn any state constitution in 
the arid regions. : ia TM 

The act of Congress of 1866 confirming said irri- - 
gation law breathes the same spirit, lately reiterated 
by our own government, in asserting that the people 
of New Orleans had acted and the only business of 
the central government was to ascertain if they had 
made a mistake. i » 

Said Territorial] Irrigation Law requires amplifi- 
cation empowering the irrigators of natural districts 
to elect an overseer to distribute the water of the 
streams fo the various irrigating canals in each 
district with like restraints and power accorded to 
the canal-owners to perfect the execution of said . 
laws. 

In alate lecture of one of our learned supreme - 
judges of the United States court to the lew students 
ot Yale College, Conn., he asserted with truth that 
Ohristian Association. I Rev. Cotton Mather and his associates in the prose- 

After the Josh” I rode upon the electric car and | cution of witches to their hanging were murderers, 
thus enjoyed the luxury and hight of civilization | and in his justifiable attack upon the condition of 
‘upon what Oliver Wendell Holmes calis the “ broom- | our jury system intimated that judges might supply 
stick train.“ The witches are now harnessed to their place. In this connection I would say that 
work. We see the glitter of their feet along the legal training only makes a man more incompetent 
wire, the flash of their eyes, and hear the soft purr in questions that require a knowledge of another 
of the historic cat wherein the devil is supposed to | kind." ; 


locate. I had a triangular experience on this Satur- Does anyone donbt that had the court in Oali- 
day night. I touched the two poles of barbarism— 
the Obinese Josh and the Young Men's Christian subject of irrigation for sole jurymen to consult with - 
Association—and the pole of civilization, with its | the court, said court would not hav disgraced itself 
swift and luminous vibrations—the electric car. by extending the common law of England over 
On Sunday evening I lecture in Pioneer Hall.] California in the matter of irrigation, a subject that 
The audiences are increasing. I had more present] never existed in England? ane 
than at any of my previous lectures. I was pleased] In this age of mechanical skill and scientific train- 
to meet with Mr. and Mrs. Burns. Mr. Burns is | ing necessary in our economic development educat- 
now lecturer for the Farmers’ Alliance and is infus- | ing the individual in his specialty for the companion- 
ing the spirit of Liberalism into that somewhat | ship of the courts, a formula is necessary for the 
religious body. Of course labor reform goes hand | selection of jurymen, because of their special knowl- 
in hand with the progress of Freethought. . The | edge of the subjest under adjudication or of indi- 
church and the money power hav always been allied. | viduals and their surroundings that may affect the 
I was glad to meet with other friends. I recsived | nature of the crime with which they are charged. 
several additions to Taz Trura SREKRR list. Mr. Said learned Supreme. judge, in his lecture, neg- 
and Mrs. Davies are always with us and never fail to | Jected to state that the Rev. Cotton Mather and the 
lend a hand. As Mr. Goodell says, “If we had s | ministers and churches all along the Atlantio frontier, 
hundred like Davies we'd make a revolution in short | who murdered or committed: other fearful crimes of 
time." Mr. Davies is not only a most generous con- | persecution, had been as badly persecuted under the 
tributor but he knows the Bible by heart and can | highest civilization of the Old World, proving that 
“kill” the Ohristian theologian with his own book. | action and reaction are everywhere equal, and that 
His elucidation of the ancestry of Jesus would make | the death penalty and the penitentiary of our courts 
his disciples wish that some of the Bible records | are an attempt of ignorance to destroy a natural 
were lost. . ; law, that only needs proper direction under a higher 
The home of my friend Mr. Goodell has been | civilization in reformatory schools to produce the 
darkened since I was here last spring. His daughter | illumination of the world in the same manner as 
Julia has died—a lady whom I was always glad to | these learned priestly criminals by their develop- 
meet, gentle and pleasant in her manners, a member ment in rubbing with such intensity against the 
of the church and sincere in the faith, but with & | rough corners of humanity in planting our civiliza- 
genuin humanitarian spirit, desirous to make this | tion, became the ardent supporters of our Constitu- 
world by her own efforts a better world. Her belief | tion that separated the churches and religions from 
was Ohristian, but her virtues are natural and | any special privileges or powers in our secular gov- 
beautiful, and her loss is deeply felt. Whatever | ernment that could not hav been adopted without 
there may be of hope, faint or bright, in the un- their earnest support, while they devoted themselvs 
known hereafter, in the halla of memory with sweeter | to uproot superstition by their ardent support of all 
luster shine the deeds of nobleness, the character of | secular educational institutions obscuring in the 
truthfulness, the kind, loving, tender, affectionate | memory of their surroundings the history of their 
qualities of daughter, sister, friend, and companion. | crimes by the illumination of the civilized world in 
I expect to be at Stockton, Oakdale, and Angel's | their overwhelming the power of precedent by said 
Camp during this month, at Boulder Creek Novem- | acts which had led them to their crimes and still 
ber 1st, and during November I shall lecture at San | linger in our courts, as the only means of protect- - 
Diego and through Southern Oslifornis. My per- ing the follies and crimes of the most useless of 
manent address at San Francisco is 101 Fifth street, | mankind. N ; ; 
care of Charles F. Burgman. Mr. Burgman is presi-| Grander intellects produced by still rougher 
dent of San Francisco Freethought Society. Will] scouring against the rough edge of humanity that 
friends please take notice, and direct letters to his | the inherited experience of our forefathers and the 
care ? . developments of science hay produced are to-day 
I am sorry not to meet R. Butterfield. He is | fortified with their overwhelming crimes behind the 
away looking after the mines. I hope the gold will | generous gift of the people, cooperate power. 
flow forth. Oae thing is sure: if Butterfield ever To this enormity of. their own creation the people 
gets rich he will build a Freethought ball in Sacra- | hav poured forth their generous gifts, spurring it to 
mento, and then our colors will fly. action, until to-day the whole intelligence of the 
Sacramento, Oot. 19, 1891. Samvzt P. Purnam, | country stands appalled at the concentration of the 
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News and Notes. 


The Liberals of San Francisco gathered in 
Uaion Square Hall Monday evening, October 
12 ch, under auspices of the Freethought Society, 
Charles F. Bergman, president. I gave a lecture 
on The American Government,” outlining the 
principles of the Universal’ Republic according: 
to the philosophy of Thomas Paine and Herbert 
Spencer. The state is simply a function of 
society, made by society for a definit purpose, and 
cannot in its very nature represent all the ac- 
tivities of man’s social existexce. It is organ- 
ized force—a police force for the prevention of 
crime. It is the existence of crime—that is, the 
forcible invasion of individual rights—which justifies 
the existence of the state. The state must be 
limited in its operation, or it becomes, especially in 
a democracy, the greatest of tyrannies. The power 
of the “ majority vote” must be contracted. In no 
single instance. should it be allowed to invade the 
rights of an individual. The state is for the indi- 
vidual, not the individual for the state. The atate 
is not a divinity-—only a piese of mechinery in the 
hands of the people to do certain things and no 
more. The greatest danger in the American repub- 
lic is the centralization of power. The power of 
the state should be distributed, should be as near 
the people as possible. The town meeting is the 
fundamental form of political power. The town, the 
county, the state, the nation, are different forms of 
power, not derived from earch other, but directly 
from the people. The power constantly abides in 
the people, and the state has no suthority except 
what is expressly granted by the people. The 
usurpations of the state, however, even in the Ámeri- 
can republic, are innumerable. ‘There is in the ad- 
ministration of affairs a constant violation of rights. 
In the best government in the world, eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty." The state, as 
Paine says, is a necessary evil," in its very nature 
a dangerous exercise of power; and the less its 
function, the better for society. ^. 

The union of church and state is only one form of 
the usurpation of the majority. There are other 
forms to be equally guarded against. The poli- 
tician and the priest are about the same, and generally 
unite to tyrannize over the people. They both 
spring from the evils of human nature and not from 

its virtues. 

Liberalism in San Francisco at present is some- 
what dormant. I look forward, however, to good 
work between now and the state convention. A few 
ars ready to ccoperate, and upon these few depends 
the suco3ss of the future. 

Oa Thursday, Ostober 15th, I leave San Francisco 
for Sicramento via Stockton. At Stockton I meet 
W. F. Freeman and other friends, and arrange for 
leo;ures Ostober 221 and 23d. Stockton has an air 
of prosperity. Its elegant courthouse is now com- 
pleted, and it presents a magnificent appearance. It 
was somewhat of a climb to its stately capola, but 
the wide prospect over the plains, covered with 
orchards and vineyards, the city embowered in trees, 
with many beautifal dwellings and busy thorough- 
fares, rewards one for the labor. It was a splendid 
day, and the spectator could look for miles over 
the luminous country. Now is the royal time for 
California in this gorgeous and jeweled October.” 

I arrived at Sacramento on Friday evening, and the 
welcome lights in the home of N. D. Goodell greet 
the splendor of moonlight that makes the whole city 
seem like an enchanted garden, in the midst of which, 
in white radiares,in the noble simplicity of Greek 
architecture, towers the vast opitol Saturday 
morning, over the shining plains—~not a cloud in 
the sky, and soft summer in the air—Mr. Goodell 
drives me to the resideno: of O. T. Davies, 
Brighton, where the tall trees make a sylvan shade 
and the flowers bloom. Our friend is not at home, 
and we return to find him in the city. The drive is 
a delightful one, the glittering atmosphere making 
the fields and woods and streams like a picture of 
romance. 

Saturday afternoon I call upon our radiant friend, 
Dr. Light, who has all sorts of curiosities in bis 
sanctum senctorum. The doctor studies the Bible 
and nature with intense enthusiasm. He has innu- 
merable texts af command, and puzzles the pro. 
foundest theologian. He has a wonderfal display of 
butterflies, a thousand of them, I should think, with 
many forms and wings of marvelous color, Butter- 
fly existence, even if it is short, must be a happy 
one, coming and going with a mass of splendor 
which the most cunning human art cannot equal. 
Dr. Light believes in self relisnce, and the following 
maxim upon his walls explains his philosophy, 


fornia been enabled to select four masters of the 
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wealth it has produced in the hands of the few and 
has decided that the power to produce such a mo- 
nopoly and the crimes that attend it shall cease. The 
united intelligent will of a free people is law and 
they only wait for a formula for its execution so 
wisely constructed that these grander intellects 
with all their crimes may take the place of the crimi- 
nal ministers of the Atlantic coast as wheel-horses 
in the chariot of human development reilluminating 


mankind 


Corporate power has killed thousands of its most 
valuable employees by overwork, endangering mill- 


ions of lives from their physical inability for so many 
hours to attend to the responsible duties which 
they demanded. The corporate power of the rail- 
roads has enabled them to sell their stocks for 
nearly five times the cost of building the roads after 
they had pocketed the generous subsidies of the peo- 
ple requiring them to pay the interest in freights 
and fares upon this fictitious value together with the 
enormous fees they pay attorneys to deceive. the 
people, 

Corporate churches in New York alone receive the 
special privilege of freedom from taxation that would 
yield a yearly tax.to the city of $2,000,000, and with 
fellow-feeling men join their ministrations whose 


untaxed property should add many millions more to 


the yearly tax receipts of that city. 
The special privilege granted corporate power by 


natural law rivets and sustains its power by yielding 


to the demands for special privileges in accordance 
to the pertinacity or influence of the individual, 


company, or trust, until the solitary traveler becomes 
lonely in his isolation that simply demands of a 


corporation his rights. 
May the members of your convention close their 


labors feeling as did our late esteemed Judge 
Titus after his delivering of his instruction to the 


jury in the Camp Grant massacre: “I know not 


what Eastern sentiment may think, but I know I hav 
.| Finally he said he would rather be excused from 


done my duty.” . Omas. TRUMRVUIIL. HAYDEN, 
Zempe, Sept. 18, 1891. 
— to — — ——— 


Sunday and the World's Fair, 


From the St. Joseph. Herald. 


That fanatical spirit which would enforce such a 
strict observance of Sunday by closing the World's 
Fair on that day will make us ridiculous before all 
the world and finally result in a general opposition 


to any observance of the day at all. The great mass 


of our people sre prone to keep that one day as a 


day of. rest. Universal custom is stronger than all 
the laws ever made. Sunday as a day of rest is 
popular. There is no need of any law or any penalty 
to enforce the law. Never move quiet things, is a 
maxim of good government. It were best never to 
enforce & custom so generally observed as this of 
Sunday-keeping by punighing occasional infractions. 
Public opinion, all-powerful, will do everything that 
is needed. While the day is solemnly kept by the 
religious and customarily by all as a rest throughout 
the rural districts and in all towns and villages, in 
the larger cities and manufacturing centers the 
‘people relieved from indoor or sedentary employment 
rejoice in Sunday for its out-of-door sights. Thus 
the very reverse of what takes place in the country 
occurs in the towns. The country folk are afield all 
the week, the townspeople are housed. And yet 
these deluded fanatics of Sabbath observers make no 
discrimination and would force all of us into houses 
on that day to hear long prayers and sermons. In- 
stead of the free observance of that day for rest and 
recreation they would make it one of painful cere. 
mony and odious quiet to toiling millions. And on 
what ground? Oa the assumed authority of a text 
of scripture applied to Saturday agesago by a com- 
mand addressed to an isolated tribe of people whom 
to-day these very fanatics wculd punish for their 
jiteral obedience to that very command. Now this 
order to close the World’s Fair is going to raise a 
world-wide strife and discussion, and as two-thirds 
of Ohristiang observe the day out of custom, think- 
ing it has some peculiar sacredness, their eyes must 
become opened to the facts as stated by Luther, 
Calvin, Melancthon, and all the great reformers— 
that Sunday observance was a restraint of papistry 
—a mere superstition,” and as Luther said, There 
is no peculiar sacredness about Sunday more than 
‘any other day, and if anyone enjoins on you to hold it 
as sacred then I order you to sing it out, to play on 
it, to work on it, and to dance on it, as protesting 
against such attempts against Obristian freedom." 
To dance on it! And yet these super-sanctimonious 


bill. 


hotter and hotter. 


Pharisees and hypocrits whom they both de- 
nounced—the Christianity which has slowly, but 
surely, penetrated more and more human hearts, 
and made us all more kind and gentle. There is 
neither policy, charity, nor religion in that narrow 
Phariseeism that would force an Exposition for the 
whole world into a ceremonious observance of the 
mest ‘insignificant part of a narrow creed. In the 
world are sects that respectivly observe each a dif- 
ferent day until the whole seven are Sabbaths. 
Even in our own country are Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday worshipers, while a very large and most 
respectable body holds all days alike. 


— . — — 


What Did Brown Say! 
From the Snoiomish Eve. 


An Hye reporter was getting a shave last Saturday 
in the new barber shop next to Oathcart’s when Bar- 
ber Halstead, who had a man in his chair, set out to 
tell a story. He said: 

“I knew a man back in Indiana that got religion. 
His name was Brown, and be was a blacksmith who 
couldn’t read. He was taken into the Methodist 
church on probation, and at the end of six weeks the 
minister came to consult him as to the state of his 
mind. Brown was blowing hisforge. The minister 
inquired if he was still anxious to unite with the 
church, and Brown said he was. The dominie began 
to catechise him a little, inquiring if he believed all 
there was in the Bible. Brown gaid he didn't 
know; never had read the work, not being able to 
read anything. So the preacher pulled the Bible on 
him and started to read it. He gave him the story 
of Joshua stopping the sun and moon, and Brown 
said ib was a tough yarn, but might be true. Then 
Mr, Preacher sprung Jonah and the whale on him. 
Brown kept blowing away at his bellows; his fire 
got hotter all the. time, and he sweat big drops. 


making up his mind on Jonah until he could hav 
time to think it over; the parson better read on a 
little further, and giv him all he had in his locker so 
he could swallow the whole business at once. Next 
came the story of the Hebrew children in the fiery 
furnace. Brown says: ‘How hot was that there 
furnace? Hot as the fire in this forge?’ ‘Seven 
times hotter,’ says the parson. ‘And they never got 
singed * Brown asks. ‘There wasn't even the smell 
of fire on their clothes,’ the minister tells him. 
Brown was blowing his bellows all the time, and 
feeding more coal as fast as it burnt out, and every 
thing in sight was pretty near red-hot. ‘Well,’ says 
Brown, ‘if they were chucked into a place seven 
times hotter than this and never got scorched, all 
Tve got to say is 

Just then Siwash came along with a big salmon 
and asked Halstead if he didn’t want it. Halstead 
shook his head, and went on to say that ever since 
he had been there people interested in the fish busi- 
ness had called half a dozen times a day. When he 
had described these parties and told what they said, 
the customer asked: “But what did Brown say ?” 

“ Oh, yes,” said Halstead, “as I was saying, Brown 
kept pumping away at his bellows, burning out coal, 
and says he——". i 

The customer Halstead had been shaving was 
ready to go, and handed him a coin. The barber 
couldn’t change it and rustled around the neighbor- 
hood to get it broken. When he got back he pro- 
ceeded: “Brown kept blowing his forge until the 
water in the tub alongside of it. began to steam, and 
he says fo the parson: ‘If that fire was seven times 
hotter than this '———" : 

Here Halstead’s laundryman came in after the 
wash and there was some discussion about the last 
The narrator had to be again reminded that 
his story was incomplete, and resumed:  ** Well, sir, 
Brown pulled away at the bellows and the blaze got 
All the cobwebs were singed off 
the beams overhead and the soot in the chimney was 
catching fire, Brown he wiped the sweat away from 
his eyes and says he——" 

Out on the street at this juncture arose a great 
outcry. People were running into their doors and 
others coming out. Along First street came a big 
pair of black horses hitched to a heavy wagon, that 
they were yanking over the planks at great speed, 
with the driver two or three rods behind them. It 
was a rupaway sure enough. The reporter and 
another man hopped from their chairs, wearing their 
shrouds out upon the sidewalk. The team disap- 
peared in a cloud of mud, and then everybody came 


Puritans would not allow us to dance even on week- | back. 


days. We would pront against all such odious 
restraints by law. e are for the largest liberty of 
conscience for all men. Oa that, with the Apostle 
Paul, we would say, One man esteemeth one day 
above another; another man esteemeth every day 
alike. Let every man be persuaded in his own mind. 

Why judge thy brother?” Some Ohris- 


tianity is growing in strength every day, the Chris- 


tianity of Jesus Ohrist, who said, "Love thy neigh- 


bor as thyself ; this is all,” and of Paul, who said that 
charity was the virtue above all others and without 


E 


ack. 

Said Halstead: “Old Brown pumped away at his 
bellows and says to the minister, says he 
Then the story-teller paused. 

* Well, what did he say?” inquired the reporter. 

“Im blanked if I don't forget," Halstead answered 
shortly. “I never could tell that story very well 
anyway, and there hay -been so many interruptions 
that I wouldn’t finish it now if I could. I want 
order when I address an audience.” 


And nobody knows to this day what it was that 


Brown said. 


which all others are as nothing, but not of the 


Women and Fighting Priests and the Fair. 


Eider F. W. Evans, head of the Shaker commu- 
nity at Mount Lebanon, N. Y., writes thus to the 
Sun protesting against closing the World's Fair on 
Sunday: “As Americans, we protest against all re- 
ligious legislation. Let sectarians keep the peace, 
and let each other alone. Oa Sunday the ‘common 
people,’ and the uncommon people, should attend 
the World’s Fair free; for the needy and hungry, 
provide a free lunch of some hygienic food and 
drink. It will be an insurance of safety; for hun- 
gry people are dangerous people, If all denomina. - 
tions of the clergy who think war a Obristian insti- 
tution are carefully excluded, it will be a wise 
provision ; for war is the basis of all religious legis- 
lation and persecution, and war Christians are full 
of fight. They are Conatantinian, church-and-state 
Ohristians; like Mormons, they claim to be right, 
and to hav the right of compelling Quakers, Shakers 
pense Christisne—and all ihe rest of msnkind’ 
to submit to their infernal religious legislation. 
With God in the American Constitution, we should 
soon hav the Holy Inquisition in it. Calvin said that 
‘if Servetus came to Geneva he would take care 
that he never left it alive; so he burnt Servetus 
with a fire of green sticks because he would not ad- 
mit that Jesus was the son of God ‘from all eter- 
nity.’ Let us prize the liberty of conscience we yet 
enjoy, not as a toleration of the fighting priesthood, 
but as one of the ‘rights of man’ established by . 
fifty Infidels or skeptics who signed tbe Declaration 
of Independence. I hope that our next president 
will be an Infidel, like Abraham Lincoln and Thomas 
Paine; I am afraid of these war-inquisition Ohris- 
tians. If men like Harrison, or a body of people 
like Oatholies and Protestants, believe in war, will 
they not fight for their religion aud enact religious 
laws and Sabbaths? All history answers, ‘They 
will.) I am in favor of woman suffrage; yet do I 
not know that their first use of political power will 


be to put their war God into the Constitution, and 


to turn over our secular government into the hands 
of the priesthood and make it a ‘church-and-state 
Christian government?’ It is women and priests 
that are striving to close the World’s Fair on one of 
the seven Sabbath days (each day being a Sabbath 
to some of the people who will attend). As tax- 
payers, we, the Shakers, protest against one dollar 
of public money being granted to the World’s Fair, 
except upon condition of the Fair being kept open 
on the seven Sabbath days.” 


— — 9-4 9 ———————— 


On the Death of Its Former President. 


The following resolution on the death of James 
Parton was adopted at the Manhattan Liberal Olub, 
Friday evening, Ost. 23, 1891: 

-Resoloed, 'That with grateful recollection of his many 
sturdy protests against paternalistic encroachments we learn 
with sincere sorrow of the cessation of thenoblelabors of James 
Parton. Unhesitating, uncompromising, and with no poli. 
tic regard for retrograde conservatism, he was foremost in 
denouncing the violations of citizen right, which in our time 
threaten to overthrow the guarantees of liberty established 
by the founders of the government. Learned, scholarly, 
thoughtful, considerate, we shall miss his forceful work for 
freedom, and with deep regret we thus say our adieu. 

— —— — 


Lectures and Meetings. 


A new Freethought lecturer has come to the front. Mr. 
C. C. Howell, of Grand Rapids, Mich., a retired lawyer, is 
desirous of doing what he can to free the world from super- 
stition. He has, he says, given the Old Testament a thor- 
ough study, as well as ancient history of nations that had 
gods of their own contemporary with Moses; and he uses 
the Old Testament as well as much of the New to knock the 
pins from under the church. He also has several drawings 
from which he illustrates portions of his lectures. He 
teaches the brotherhood of man—‘‘ that all human beings 
are brothers and sisters, offspring from the same infinit 
father and mother, and that all finite entities hav the same 
final destiny, which is good.” 


J. G. Hertwia, P. O. box 418, Washington, D. C., intends 
to lecture during the forthcoming fall and winter on the 
following subjects: 1. “ National Taxation,” opposing 
the present customs and internal revenue systems of the 
United States and advocating a not graduated income tax 
in their stead, for raising the revenue necessary for the sup- 
port of the government. 2. “Free Coinage,” advocating 
free and unlimited coinage, from American silver, of a tem- 
porary silver dollar, correct as to its bullion value, and, as 
Boon as it can be accomplished, an international agreement 
as to fixed ratio between gold and silver as monetary metals. 
3. Sunday Laws,” energetically opposing such laws, as 
violating the Constitution of the United States, and, in 
addition; expounding the other demands of Liberalism. 
He urgently and sincerely solicits engagements for these 
lectures. 

We will furnish free sample pages—pictures and 
text—of the “ Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book " to 
any friend who will distribute them where they wiil 
do good, and to anyone who will become a selling 
agent a liberal discount will be made. A Freethinker 
of good address, man or woman, out of work, could 
make good salary selling this book in any town of 
fairly Liberal inhabitants. . 
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Communications. 


Letter From Mr. Heywood. 
In Noyes’s “ History of American Socialism” it is 
clearly shown that there can be no real advance 
toward labor right without serious attention to the 
property and marriage questions. George Ripley, 
many years “bound to the flving wings of the daily 
press" on the New York Zribune, founded Brook 
Farm in 1841, assisted by Ohsrles A: Dans, Minot 
Pratt, John Orvis, and othere—Hawthorne, Margaret 
Faller, Higginson, Curtis, Emerson, the Channings, 
Larams, Brisbane, Hedge, Bartol—a constellation of 
gems such as never appeared in our sky before or 
since. Mr. and Mrs. Ripley, Dana, and O:vis were 
the quartet of soul-power who set thousands think- 
ing about love, labor, woman. right, duty; yet fifty 
years later Dana rises in his Sun to croak with Her- 
bert Spencer and Frederic Harrison that it is unsafe 
to giv woman her rights. “As many slaves so many 
enemies, said the Latins. In the Odyssey (Bry- 
ant’s version) Homer paints enslaved woman’s retri- 
butiv power over tyrannizing man: 
She led them in and seated them on thrones, 
Then, mingling for them Pramnian wine with cheese, 
Meal, and fresh honey, and infusing drugs 
Into the mixture—drugs which made them Jose 
The memory of their homes—she h‘ nied them 
The beverage and they drank. Then instantly 
She touched them with a wand and shut them up 
Tn aties, transformed to swine in head and voice, 
Bristles and shape, though still the human mind 
Remained to them. Thus sorrowing they were driven 
Into their cells, when Circè flung to them 
Acorns of oak and ilex, and the fruit 
Ot carnel, such as nourish wallowing swine. fg 
Later, after these Greek "lords of creation” ha 
“ been there” “on a bust" awhile, 
` Circè took her wand and went 
Forth from her halls, and opening the gate 
That closed the sty, drove forth what seemed a herd 
Of swine in their ninth year. They ranged themselvs 
Before her, and she went from each to each 
And shed on them another drug. Forthwith 
Fell from their limbs the bristles which had grown 
All over them, when mighty Circé gave 
Ai first the baleful potion. Now again 
My friends were men and younger than before, 
And of a nobler mien and statelier growth. 


Or as Pope translates the scene: 


Boon in the luscious feast themselvs they lost, 
Aud drank oblivion of their nativ coast. 
Ius:ant her circling wand the goddess waves, 
To hogs transforma them, and the sty receives. 
No more was seen the human form divine— 
Head, face, and members bristled into swine. 


Homer goes on to say that by divine aid Ulysse: 
himself got the better—or worse—of Circó," enjoyed 
religion" in the “frus inwardness” cf it, "knew" 
her in the B:ble way and then went on to another 
“ffi jity," Q 1een Calypso, per Bryant. 

Kindly welcomed me, 
And cherished me, and would hav made my life 
Immortal and beyond the power of age 
In all the coming time. . 

Bat he tired of her sfier seven years’ “love,” 
eried, sobbed on the sad seashore, and, per Pope, 


There sate all desolate and sighed alone, 
With echoing sorrows made the mountains groan. 


After a twenty years’ bust away from home on 
wave and field he resched Ithaca, and his devoted, 
constant wife, Q 1een Penelope; but meanly, savagely 
jealous of her, he raved out, Who's been here since 
I'se been gone?" and by fire and sword destroyed 
most persons and things that had been near and 
dear to her. It is the old story—“ freedom," pleas- 
ure for the privileged male few; money, wine, 
women fo the upper ten; but slavery and disaster 
for the under million. 

Why should not the women and labor revolt? 
Mr. Dana knows well enough that what is called 
“order” is chiefly legalized injustice, and yet he 
pretends that the freedom impulse is “unsafe.” 
Admission of shes to the he swindle called govern. 
ment, woman suffrage as an end, is of little account, 
but ‘as a means, a step, the entrance of moral revolt 
against physical coercion, the woman’s rights move- 
ment has profound significance and far-reaching 
destiny. In launching it at Seneca Falle, N. L, in 
1848, Elizabeth Stanton and Lucretia Mott sensed 
the ultimate. Here in Boston Lucy Stone, Mrs. 
Livermore, and their bull-pup, H. B. Blackwell (who 
is a furious Prohibitionist yet imports wine by the 
cask from Italy and keeps it on tap in his cellar for 
bis own guzzling), represent mere coerciv idiocy. 
After my release from Dedham jail in 1878 Lucy 
said, “The more's the pity." Now Blackwell says, 
“The state's prison is the place for Ezra Heywood.” 
But votes of that sort add to the wrecking force, 
and the more of them let into the male bear-garden 
the sooner the whole fraud will tumble. But Mrs. 

tanton has a philosophy of morals as well as of 
politics. When in a New York woman suffrage con- 
vention she introduced resolutions for freer divorce, 
Wendell Paillips, alarmed, said they were revolu- 
tionary. Stanton replied, “ What are we here for if 


not for revolution?” Phillips took his hat and left 
the platform and the hall, but Stanton stood to her 
guns and Garrison sustained her. Why does not 
Dana tell Spencer and Harrison the truth, instead of 
eshoing their cowardly, immoral idiocy? In New 
York and Boston the upper ten oppress, plunder, 
and debauch the under million; women and children 
are the chief sufferers. Is it civilization? Mr. 
Dana’s Brook Farm inspirations resent the imputa- 
tion. Ripley, Congdon, Hildreth, some of the high- 
est Yankee stars, fell, to grub for dollars, drudge for 
bread, in the columns of the Zridune. Dana has a 
team of his own, tries to guide the horses of the 
Sun, but sticks in the slough of Tammany “ democ- 
racy.” Ourtis is cupbearer for the Harper pluto- 
crats. Bat truth live, and Massachusetts and Amer- 
ica will yet be worthy of the air, of all-animating 
faith and immortal vigor beckoning you and me on. 
One of the best illustrations of K wl Heinzen's idea 
of woman’s rights in recent literature can be found 
in William Morrie's “News From Nowhere,” a pro- 
foundly interesting book. I see Zla's “La Terre" 
is issued by Laird & Lee, of Chicago. Entire, I 
hope—that is, without expurgation, as Boston cow- 
ardice maltreated his Money.“ But to call books 
of the Laird & Lee tone “realistic” is a libel on 
human nature. Such girls and women! But Mor- 
rie's book has healthy, natural, vigorous, attractiv 
women, that, as men say West, “ will do to tie to.” 
Bellamy’s luerativ, clever joke, “Locking Back- 
ward,” is what we hav here—state’s prison “ free- 
dom,“ eoerciv bedlam. But Morris's News From 
Nowhere" shows that Parliament, Congress, is a 
dung-house; sloughs eff gout, criminal-marriage- 
property laws; reveals nativ power in us to be well, 


activ, orderly, ingenious, creativ, social, happy. 


Warre», Proudhon, Andrewa, Greene, Ingalls, Bris- 
tane, Orvis, clearly show that faith delivered to the 
Ripleys at Brock Farm will liv and rule when Dana's 
apostasy is forgotten. Ezsa H. Hzvwoop 
States. Prison, P. O. Box 100, Charlestown, 
Mass., Ost. 18 xu 19. 
—— — —Ä—Ä— 


A Looker-On in St. Jo. 


Toward the last of August our local grasshoppers, 
who eat up the people's substance and giv them 
nothing in return for it but wind, and a very poor 
article of that, to the number of thirty-five laid their 
heads together and made arrangements for import- 
ing a more noisy one than any of the tribe of Si. Jo. 

In the hot days of September the Mills came 
Not like the old style of mills with the burrs, nor the 
modern mill with its powerful rollers that turns out 
thousands of barrels of fine flour daily, that sustains 
the nerves and brains of thousands of toilers, but s 
little windmill that was turned and kept in opers- 
tion by thus much money. 

Q ite a number of the ignorant and timorous, it 
is reported, were “gathered in” to support the va-t 
number of leeches in St. Jo who pav no licenses for 
talking for money, nor any taxes on their joss-houses. 
Did he and his thirty-five aids during the month 
that they held daily and nightly meetings in the 
“tmt” prevent any railway collisions, crushings 
and burnings of employees and passengers? 
abips at sea from engulfing men, women, and chil. 
Gren in the dark unfathomed caverns of the deep? 
The crszy husband and father from mangling his 
wife and innocent children? Did he heal the sick, 
furnish food and clothing to the starving and naked ? 

Did he bay the defrauded recompensed and the 
guilty punished ? : 

Did the forces that produced tne hurricane, the 
cyclone twister, the lightning's flash, or the earch- 
quake’s raging become hushed and slumber while he 
screeched ? j 

Did the Ohristian Muscovite and Cossack cease to 
rob and murder the Lord’s chosen people in Russia, 
the most religious and Christian nation on the earth ? 

No! A thousand noes! ; 

Then what did he do? 

Nothing, absolutely nothing. The people who 
threw away precious time received nothing, but Mr. 
Mills was paid $1400 in hard cash. What sober, 
industrious mechanic or farmer could hav. scooped 
in $1,400 at his trade in one month! 

Grestishumbug! And the people love to be hum- 
bugged by these who can glibly use the words God, 
Jesus, salvation, heaven and hell, and all of them 
meaningless. 

During the continuance of the tent-meetings con- 
ducted by this wind-mill an honest woman and 
mother actually died from starvation in St. Jo, yet 
Mills says she should “call on Jesus and he will pro- 
vide for her.” The answer was starvation and death, 
and & pauper’s grave. |: 


Following this fog revival without rain came Mr. 
T. F. Lyons, an ex- Romanist, advertised to lecture 
on Tae Attitude of Rome Toward Oar Public 
Schools.” “Rome in America,” “The Abominations 
of the Romish Oonfessional.” He tried for a week 
to rent a hall, building, or church, but the power of 
Rome was too much for him. He could secure 
none. He finally engaged a dancing hall and adver- 


Any | 


tised by handbills and through the press to lecture. 
there, but Rome forbade it, and the lease was oan- - 
celed and the doors locked. Mr. Lyons then 

obtained permission from the mayor to lecture on 

a vacant lot at the corner of 5:h and Edmund 

streets, near the center of this city. But Rome was 

too much for him again. A mob of about three 

hundred, the dupes and slaves of Rome, had posses- 

sion of the lot before Mr. Lyons arrived and would 

not permit him to speak one sentence. They chased 

him from 5ih street through Edmund street to the 

office of the daily Herald, between 9ib and 10ih 

streets, where he took refuge. N 

These moral devotees of tho holy mother church” 
threw missils during the attack upon this young 
man, one of which struck him on the bsck of the 
neck, and all the distance through three and a half 
blocks used the vilest language and threatened to 
“lynch him,” “string him up,” “hang the damned 
g—n of a b—— ," “kill him.“ This was on Sunday, 
the “holy Sabbath,” Oot. 4, 1891. The policé were 
present but did not in any manner try to disperse 
the mob nor did they make any arrests. When these 
pets of Rome found they could not lay their hands 
upon Mr. Lyons they gradually melted away. 
Many of our soaring orators talk loudly of this being 
a free country, the protection of property, liberty, 
and life, but it is like Mills's revivals—all fog and no 
rein. Rome to-dey controls our politicians, our 
business men, our legislators, our courts, our police, 
and even Ojeveiaud and Harrison. Rome rules 
America today. No American citizen can freely 
repeat the record, the bistory, that Rome has made 
for herself without danger of being mobbed by the 
godly devotees of Rome. . 

Rome delights in anathematizing our publio 
Schools as “godless.” But the products of our 
public echools in the ladies and gentlemen of our land 
are s muon times more moral, more virtuous, mere 
honest, more patriotic, more practical, more intelli- 
gent, more refined, and better citizens in every 
res sect than the products of the parochial schools— 
molded sbject slaves of the most corrupt of all cor- 
runters, the Roman Oatbolie church. I heard 
“Unele Billy," Gen. W. T. Sosrman, in an agony of 
expression. as though it tors asunder his heart,- 
declare, The Ostholic church has robbed me of my 
family,” and “that the next war we will hav in this 
country will be with the Roman Ostholie church. 
The lete war of the Rabellion will not be a preface to 
it. It will burst out all over our country, in every 
state, County, city, town, and village, all over our 
land at onee. Religious wars hav always been the 
most bloody, cruel, and destructiv of all wars.” And 
at bis death Rome tried to steal him. The wateh- 
word to ail true citizens, of all true patriots, of all 
t us Americans, should be, America for Americans.” 
Protect the common schools. Protection to each 
citizen. Complete separation of state snd church. 
No recognition of religion by law. Free soil, free 
speech. end a free press. Then all will be free. 

St. Joseph, Mo., Ook. 11 291. P. V. Wiss. 


— . —— 


English Notes. 


Drar TaurH SREK EBS: Last week I wrote from 
Liverpool a brief notice of the splendid meetings 
held at Manchester in connection with the unveiling 
of the Bredlaugh memorial portrait, a life-size paint- 
ing in oils, which was presented to that branch of 
our National Secular Society by an unnamed friend. 
Mr. Sickert hag done justice to his illustrious subject, 
snd the people of Oustonopolis are justly proud of 
the gift. "Unfortunately for me, the necessities of 
business detained me in London five minutes too 
long to allow me to catch the train intended; and 
although I had been invited with Mrs. Bradlaugh- 
Bonner, Mr. G. W. Foote, and Mr. J. M. Robertson 
to say a few words on the cczasion, I was only able 
to witness the departure of a portion of the audi 

ence. For all that, it was worth while running down 
to Mancaester, nearly two hundred miles from home ; 
for Manchester is stepping out boldly to the war 
which Secularists are everywhere prosecuting in 
these later days. 

Perhaps it may be interesting to prospectiv 
visitors to our shores to know where they can find a 
hearty welcome from fellow truth seekers. When 
they land at Liverpool they will not hav far to go. 
Close to Lime street is Hatton Garden (how fond 
these provincial towns are of copying the names 
of London streets), and at the end of Hatton 
Garden is Vauxhall road, where, at No. 27, may be 
found a veteran indeed, who can giv the history of 
Freethought struggles in Liverpool from the mem- 
ory of a bitter experiencs. I but seldom go to 
Liverpool without calling on the aged pilgrim, who 
is at once a Freethought encyclopedia and s purveyor 
of American literature. There is a lecture hall in. 
Osmden street, close to Lime street station; and I 
could only wish it were possible to praise the Liver- 
puddlians for their energy and zaal. Secularists do 
liv and work there, it is true; but their work is too 
gravely suggestiv of lassitude to please me. 

In striking contrast is the activity of Manchester 
Freethinkers. Week in, week out, they are always 
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up to something. On Sundays they hav lectures 
indoor and out. They hav a lovely hall, fresh and 
fair with paint and pictures. Sandays are busy 
days therein, for there are usually two or three 
lectures, often by Londoners. The simplest way to 
reach Rasholme road is to go to the Infirmary, right 
in the center of Manchester, take a tram car to “All 
Saints for two cents, and Rasholme road is the 
second turning on the left in Oxford road beyond 
the point where the cara turn off to the right down 
Stretford road. Their afternoon out-door station is 
farther along the Oxford road, opposit the Eye and 
Ear Infirmary; and here they hold forth on fine 


Sundays at 3 » x. Mr. Jones has also extended the 


out-door work by lecturing himself at a suburb 
called Gorton ; and he apparently means to form a 


network of open-air stations on the London plan. 


Wednesdays find them dancing together in their 
handy hall. 
is the president, Mr. Hemingway, 25 Higher Chatham 
street, Stratford road, and he would be but too glad 
to set folks right. . 

So much, then, for these two outposts. Visitors 
to Liverpool should be sure of seeing Manchester, 
whieh is but thirty miles away, especially as the 


. wonderful ship canal is sure to attract them a good: 


part of the journey. e ; 
Last week I referred to a new and in some respects 
a remarkable book written in support of undenomi- 


national Christianity. The introduction, ab all events, 
wil interest. American truth seekers ; not least so. 


because the writer is so palpably one of your coun- 
trymen. Perhaps you will pardon me if I giv a 
somewhat copious extract to show how seriously our 
Freethought activity in the old country is influencing 
Christian thinkers: ; 

Let me introduce this exposition of the creed by the state- 
ment of a fact tuat cannot truthfully be denied, and which, 
to my mind, is the most startling event of this eventful 
century. 

Seven men, spiritual and mental athletes, good and true, 
adroit in attack and defense, hav set upon one, and, marvel- 
ous to relate, the one has driven the seven in headlong flight 
‘from the field. And still—like Goliath's in the valley of 
Elab—the unanswered challenge daily rings out in unmis- 
takable tones: Giv me a man, that we may fight together." 
And again: the men of Israel cower in their tents, and the 
bosstful champion has it all his own way. i 

Yes, seven to one, and the one victorious. 
Mr. Gladstone, Cardinal Manning, and Archdeacon . Farrar. 
Ia America, Dr. Talmage, Professor Fisher, Jadge Black, 
and Dr. Field. These seven in turn attacked Col. Robert 
G. Ingersoll, the American Agnostic. And the Agnostic 
routed them one and all; not by proving the truthfulness of 
his owa position, but by showing in every way the unten- 
ableness Of theirs. This is a fearful statement and requires 
irvefutable proof before it can be entertained for a moment. 
^ Unhappily the evidence is at hand, known and read of all 
men. No Christian publishing house—public or private— 
has ever dared to reproduce the controversy in cold type. 
Nus more unanswerable testimony could be adduced than 
n t. ; 

Ol éourse the reverend writer sotiles the gallant 
colonel himself, or at all events “Oredo and 
Oredulity” ia written in order to do so. 

Another quaint literary production came to hand 
to-day. Visitors to Hyde Park may hav seen the 
many debating and lecturing groups always to be 
found there on Sundays. Most curious of all the 
debaters is a little white-hsired Communist who has 
lived his seventy years aud more, during sixty. of 
-which he has bean undoubtedly dying. Old Dan 
Ohatterton, the eloquent, mysterious billposter, has 
just published his photograph and sutcbiography, 
and was good enough to bring me one of each a few 
hours ago. Occasionally Oid Daniel produces his 
“ Scorcher,” set up by himself in a most barbaric 
style of typography, and pressed by his own hands 
for lack of a printing machine of any kind. In the 
course of some weeks he thus runs off a hundred 
copies. The literature equals the typography, and 
ib is needless to say iis arrival is always eagerly 
awaited by the librarian of the British Museum. It 
is a curiosity, and the next one that comes shall find 
its way to New York. Your New York Herald 
(London edition) once printed his portrait, and a 
London paper gave two fac-simile pages of the 
Scorcher.” Dan is the recognized Freethought 
biliposter of London, and should he go to glory we 
hay no one who ean adequately take his place. 

Yours fraternally, Sam STANDRING. 

London, Oot. 6, 1891. 


My Lecture Trip. 

"Two weeks hav now elapsed eince you hav received 
any report of my labors. I hav no apologies to 
offer, but an admirable excuse can be found in the 
fact that I hav done nothing. When I left Ohio for 
Chicago I had nearly two weeks at my disposal 
which I preferred to spend in the Windy City. But 
it was with deep sorrow and mingled regrets that I 
arrived here to find the kind wife of our late 
energetic and enthusiastic secretary, E. A. Stevens, 
very sick; previous to my arrival she had indeed 
been near to death’s door, and it was only by her 
sheer courage and determination, aided by the con- 
stant and devoted attention of those around her, 
that she has battled successfully through the ordeal 
and at the time of my departure was rapidly becoming 
convalescent, and I am pleased to say that later 
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The best man for visitors to hunt up 


| cessation to this Babel of tongues. 


In Britain, 


advices say she is now considerably improved. 
This being my first visit to Chicsgo, I naturally 
found many interesting features. I visited the art 
galleries and museums, and, thanks to the generosity 
of Mr. George Robertson, I had several drives in his 
little go-cart with a fast trotting-horse through the 
handsome parks and beautiful boulevards for which 
Obicago is noted. 

Upon one occasion while partaking of his hospital- 
ity I was startled by a cry as of some one in pain. 
I sprang at once to the window, but I could discern 
nothing. In a short time theory was repeated, this 
time louder and more piteously than before. I 
scanned each face with an eager questioning look, 
when methought I perceived a merry, humorous 
twinkle in the eyes of mine host and hostess. They 
bade me listen awhile. I listened, and the sound 
that greeted my eara was like the baying and barking 
of a multitude of wild animals in a closed cage. For 
the length of one whole day (Sanday) this concert of 
unearthly yells continued. There seemed to be no 
And imagin my 
surprise when I learned that all this noise and con- 
fusion proceeded from a Methodist church next 
door, wherein a few of that class of religious 
devotees known as the Free Methodists or Howiers 
were conducting their devotional exercises. Never 
before during the whole of my experience hav I wit- 
nessed such a degrading and disgusting scene as 
presented itself to my view at this time. From the 
windows of the house we could plainly see into the 
church. And there I saw a woman (presumably an 
earnest and. pious Christian) kneeling upon the floor 
swinging her head to and fro, her disheveled hair 
sweeping the floor at every movement, at the same 


| time crying out in tones of bitter anguish that she 


was a miserable sinner.” The words of the immortal 
Barns instantly came to my mind: 
Oh wad some power the giftie gie us 
z To see ourselvs as others see us. 

Others were wildly gesticulating, uttering the most 
horrible cries the while. Some were beating their 
heads against the walls and benches, and I thought, 
“How thick” (I mean the heads), when suddenly 
Sister Saintly yelled out at the top of her voice, way 
up above the double C (in fact. she must hav got 
above the range of thegamut), ** Glory!“ and“ Halle- 
lujah!” Then Brother McFuzzie, in a deep basso- 
profundo, would chime in “amen,” with a dim-in- 
u~en do which made you think it would never end. 
This seemed to be the signal for another bombard- 
ment of the citadels of heaven, which meant an out- 
burst from the assembled crowd in chorus. There 
arenot in the whole range of human vocabulary, 
ancient, modern, or profane, terms sufficiently 
expressiv to describe such a scene. Brother Heston, 
with all the artistic genius he could command, could 
not faithfully portray such a mad carnival of wild 
and fanatical ravings. In very truth it beat pande- 
monium leb loose. Dante's “Inferno” sinks almost 
into nothingness, and Milton’s devils are as angels 
compared with these religious cranks. In fact, Mr. 
Robertson agsured me that if heaven is to be any- 
thing like this then he is perfectly satisfied with the 
earthly sample and would prefer hell for a change. 
While in Chicago I went in company with friends to 
see the parade attendant upon the unveiling of the 
monument erected to General Grant. I gave two lect- 
ures here on Sunday, October 4th, before very good 
audiences. I was pleased indeed to mee: with such 
earnest Liberals as Mr. and Mrs. Robertson, Mr. 
and Mrs. O' Neil, and above all our old friend E. A. 
Stevens and family. Oa the whole my visit to 
Chicago was spent both pleasantly and profitably. 
I made many more new friends whom I shall never 
forget. 

Leaving Chicago by the midnight express I srrived 
in Des Moines, my next place to lecture, Sunday 
about noon, after a ride of about fourteen hours’ 
duration. Here I met the noted Freethought 
lecturer, W. S. Bell, who is for the present making 
this place his headquarters. It was the first time I 
had had the pleasure of meeting this talented 
gentleman and the time that I spent in his company 
was both amusing and instructiv. I gave one 
lecture here before a large and attentiv audience 
which welcomed me very cordially indeed. The 
meeting was in every respect a decided success. 
Here, as elsewhere, I made more friends whose names 
I cannot now recall ss my stay among them was 80 
short. I regret very much the enforced absence of 
Franklin Steiner, Mr. Cross, and others whom I had 
expected to meet; therefore, I can only express a 
fervent: wish that I may meet them upon some 
future occasion. 

Monday morning I left Des Moines on an early 
train for Iowa City, a distance of one hundred and 


twenty-one miles, the whole of which was aecom-|. 


plished upon a wreteaed freight train, with a car 
attached for the accommodation of passengers. The 
journey occupied eight hours. There were times 
daring this miserabie ride that I even wished I was 
a Obristian for a few minutes, so that I could giv 
vent to my pent-up feelings and do justica to my 
surroundings. Tired, and almost oui of all patience, 


T arrived at my destination about 4 r.m. The friends | on application. . 


here had almost given me up; they had begun to 
think that I would disappoint (they did not know 
me then), but I-assured them that, having made an 
engagement, I was bound to fulfill the same, no 
matter the inconveniences experienced. I-was down 
here for two lectures, Monday and Tuesday. even- 
ings, in the Unitarian church, a handsome brick 
structure, but I was not destined to lecture on Mon- 
day night, for the building had been closed for 
some time, and owing to the want of use, the gas- 
pipes were filled with cold air, and we were unabie 
to procure s sufficiency of that for which Free- 
thinkers so ardently strive—light. Therefore the 
lectures bed to be postponed until the following two 
nights. No doubt the pious element saw in this the 
intervention of “God.” But his victory (if victory 
it can be called) was only temporary, for next day 
“ gajence," in the form of a skilled mechanic, cleared. 
the pipes, and the next night we had “light” in 
abundance. 

Iowa City is the site of the State University of 
Iows, and the city is full of students, young and 
old alike. Some of these saw sufficient interest in 
the lectures to attend them, but my audience was 
very slim the first night. I gave the students an 
opportunity to discuss the lecture, which they em- 
braced, and a lively discussion followed lasting till 
10 o'clock. The outcome of this was that my audi- 
ence was nearly doubled the next night, and this 
time I was favored with the presence of some of the 
faculty from the University. The lectures were an 
unbounded success and I was thoroughly pleased 
with the result. Never before did I realize the 
absolute necessity of Freethought missionary propa: 
ganda than while at this place. There are but few 
real Liberals here, and they are too poor to stand 
the continual strain of supporting Freethought lect- 
urers; and yet there is not a better field for Liberal 
work in the United States. It has a population of 
about seven thausend. with fourteen churches to 
support and $200,000 worth of untaxed church 
property. The younger students care nothing for 
the shibboleths of these gospel-mongers, and eagerly 
devour any new ideas or new thoughts that may be 
presented to them. Oh, could we hav but one man 
to spend three months in this place supported 
by the national organization and what results would 
follow! While here I was the guest of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. J. Dietz, both highlv respected and honored 
citizens of this city. Mrs. Dietz had for many years 
been a teacher in the University and is an accom- 
plished linguist, and even now conducts a private 
class in both French and German. Mr. Dietz is & 
successful business man, held in high esteem by bis 
fellow-citizans and has served in an official capacity 
in the district. I thoroughly enjoyed their hospital- 
ity and sppreciated their kindness tome. Iowa City 
is by far the most beautiful place I hav visited yet. 
When viewed. from a distance it looks just like a 
dense forest, with the housetops peeping out over 
the trees here and there. The inhabitants are ex- 
ceedingly proud of it, and they hav a just cause. I 
leave here for Nebraska. Friends wishing to secure 
my services to lec‘ure or debate are requested to 
address me in care of H. A. Stevens, 498 West Madi- 
son street. Chicago. Joan R. CHARLESwORTR. 

Towa City, Ta. ; 


etl a 
A “New "Theology ? in China, Too. 

At the present day, however, Confucius wields but 
little influence over the Chinese. In most cities are 
temples, or, more correctly speaking, halls known as 
Confucian halle. They sre entirely void of any 
appearance of idolatry. His name is revered as s 
wise and good man, but he is not worshiped, nor has 
he in any legitimate sense been deified by the people. 
As Washington in America is venerated as the father 
of his country, aud as Abraham Lincoln is spoken of 
in history as the savior of his country, so likewise is 
Confucius spoken of smong his people as the wise 
philosopher, and patron of letters, and promoter of 
good government, but not as the founder of a 
religion, nor an object to be worshiped. Educated 
Ohinamen all profess to be disciples of him and to 
read his works and to be guided by his instructions. 
In some respects they perkape do, but they put their 
own interpretation upon the import of his teachings. 
There are no special teachers to expound his works 
and everyone is free to place such construction 
upon his teachings as his intelligence or impulses 
may lead to. . 

I am convinced that the power of the philosopher 
over his people bas been overestimated by foreigners 
generally, and the real nature and scope of hie work 
hav been largely wisapprehended.— W. G. Benton 
in The Popular Science Monthly. n 

—— . — 

RELielox has treated knowledge sometimes as an 
enemy, sometimes as an hostage ; often as a captiv, 
and more often as a child; but knowledge has be- 
come of age; and religion must either renounce her 
rcquaintance, or introduce her as & companion and 
respect her as a friend, — Lacon. 
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To the Friends and Subscribers of Freethought. 


TL sincerely hope that all who hav supported Free- 
thought in the past will aid the work to which it bas 
been devoted by becoming subscribers to Taz TRUTR 
Seuer. Tue Truru Sxrxzn will carry on the work, 
but it needs your ecoperation. It is a means by 
which I can reach you and push on the Pacific coast 
labors. Especially I ask those in arrears to pay 
what is now due to Tan Trova Suexer and place 
their names upon its list as cordial supporters for 


the. future. Sawvxr P. PvrNAM. 
— ttl — 


WI are under obligations to the following persons 
for new subseribers, sent since the last acknowledg- | 
ment: S. P. Putnam, M. Kilborn, Paul Fisher, 8. 
Batinger, W. Bidwell, O. E. Moore, J ohn Boyle, C. 
W. Bennett, George Brown, T. Rothwell, D. C. Jen- 
kins, J. L. Johnstone, H. F. Martin, George B. Ber- 
ger, Simon Quick, O. P. Eldred, and Austin Smith. 
By the efforts of these friends the list has been 
appreciably increased. We wish a thousand or two 
more would do likewise, for we need and ought 
to hav a much larger list. 

—— ib. Q——— 

Tux Bible Picture Book, we take pleasure in say- 
ing, is now under way, and will be issued as soon 
„this fall as the work can be done and done well. 
The price will be $1, and it will contain a great deal 
for that amount, In renewing for TRE TRUTH SEEKER 
we hope our readers will not forget to inclose the 


dollar for it. 
— — —— — 


James Parton. 


James Parton died on the morning of October 
17th after a lingering illness caused by enlargement 
of the heart, although until about ten days before 
his death he had been about and abroad, and, until 
very recently, able to write. He died easily, and his 
family, a wife and three children, were at his bedside 
when he passed away. 

James Parton held one of the most sacred places 
in the heart of the present Editor of Tue TRUrR 
Szexer because of his manly adherence to prin- 
ciple in the case of the Founder of this paper. 
Through that incident we became friends, and, 
though differing somewhat in some matters of policy 
in propagating Freethought, ever remained so. The 
older readers of this paper will recollect the allusion. 
D. M. Bennett had been placed in prison by an 
ecclesiastical tool, and. certain pretended Liberals, 
jealous of Mr. Bennett’s hold upon the affections of 


the Liberal public, thought that as he could not| 


defend himself it would be & good opportunity to 
attack him. And, had it not been for James Parton, 
they might hav destroyed him. But with courage 
all the more splendid because with his fine feelings 
he hated to be in such a warfare by mudballs, he 


thought, and he thought most emphatically. 


|rebuked the Pharisees, and the tide turned. His 


great reputation saved a brother worker for lib- 
erty. It was a generous and a daring act, and 
showed that with James Parton principle was over 


. | policy: He was honest to the core and not afraid to 


let the world know what he thought. 

— To the world at large Mr. Parton was known as 
biographer, and in that field of literature he easily 
led all contemporaneous writers, His Life of Vol- 
taire'"is accurate and comprehensiv, and is besides 
a prose poem. It is as Mr. Parton’s biographer 
says: he never claimed to be an original writer or a 
philosopher or scientist, but he had a wonderful 
faculty for manipulating and putting together the 
incidents in the lives of individals that made pleas 
ant reading. He was popular with more readers 
than many another member of the writing fraternity, 
having been a voluminous contributor to the New 
York Ledger. He had written upon an almost incal- 
culable variety of subjects and had been a hard 
worker all his days. 

He was born in Canterbury, England, Feb. 9, 1822, 
and came to this country when five years old. He 
was educated in the schools of New York city and 
at White Plains, N. Y. After teaching in New York 
and Philadelphia he became a contributor to the 
Home Journal, with which he was connected for 
three years. 

Since that time he has spent his life i in literary 


labor, contributing many articles to periodicals and. 
publishing many books on biographical subjects.: 


While he was employed on the Home Journal he 
wrote the life of Horace Greeley, which had so great 


a success that he determined to devote his life to 
authorship. He has also been s successful and pop- 


ular lecturer on literary and political topics, 

He resided in New York city until 1875, when he 
removed to Newburyport, Mass. His first book was 
followed by. a collection of ‘Humorous Poetry of 
the English Language, from Obaucer to Saxe," 1856. 
Next appeared the Life and Times of Aaron Burr,” 
prepared from original sources, in which he sought 
to redeem Burr's reputation from the charges that 
are attached to his memory, 1857 and 1864. In writ- 
ing the life of Andrew. Jackson he had also had access 
to various. hitherto inedited documents. 

Among the many works subsequently published 
by him are “General Butler in New Orleans,” 1868 
and 1882; *' Life and Times of Benjamin. Franklin,” 
1864; “Manual for the Insirvo'ion of Rings, Rail- 


road and Political, and How New York is Governed,” 


1866; “Famous Americans of Recent Times,” with 
sketches of Henry Olay, Daniel Webster, John C. 
Calhoun, John Randolph and others, 1867; 
People's Bock of Biography,” contsining eighty 
short lives, 1868; Smoking and Drinking,“ an 
essay on the evils of these practices, 1869; “ Topics 
of the Time,” a collection of magazine articles, most 
of them treating of administrativ abuses at Wash. 
ington, 1871; Triumphs of Enterprise, Ingenuity, 
and Public Bpirit, ” 1871; “The Words of Washing- 
ton, 1872; Fanny Fern, a Memorial Volume,” 
1872; * Life of Thomas Jefferson, Third President 
of the United States,” 1874; “Le Parnesse Fran- 
cois, a Book of French Poetry from a ». 1550 to the 
Present Time," 1877; * Oarieature and Other Comic 
Art in All Times and Many Lands,” 1877; “Life of 
Voltaire,” which was the result of several years of 
labor, 1881 ;. “Noted Women of Europe and Amer- 
ica,” 1883 ; and Captains of Industry, or Men of 
Business Who Did Something Besides Making 
Money, a Book for Young Americans,” 1884. 

In 1854, at New York, he married Mrs. Sarah 
Payson Willis E!dredge, a sister of the poet, Na- 
thaniel P. Willis, she then being the widow of Mr. 
E dredge, who bad been cashier of a bank in Boston. 
The lady was widely known throughout the country 
as Fanny Fern.“ She died in Brooklyn, N. Y., in 
Ostober, 1872. 

Mr. Parton was a popular man in the town where 
he had lived so long. He was devoted to literature, 
and had in the course of hie long career accumu- 
lated an extensiv library, where he spent a large por- 
tion of the time. He was never a strong or over 
robust man, and he undoubtedly had injured his 
health by intense application. 

He was thoroughly hospitable, and seemed to iie 
thoroughly happy in his domestic circle. He wasa 
good talker, especially because he said what he 
He 
delighted in art, radicalism, and humanity; he had 


«“ The 


a“ ú devouring re rage ig ^ for literature, and it is an h open 

nibo whether he was happiest i in Beading books 
or in writing them. 
. Mr. Parton was again married, about twenty years 
ago, to Miss Ellen Eldredge, a daughter of his wife 
by her first husband. By the laws of New York, 
where the parties lived at the time of the engage- 
ment, such a marriage was illegal, and they removed 
to Massachusetts, where no. legal obj sotion existed. 

We hay lost a friend, the world an exquisit biog- 
rapher, and the cause of liberty a herculean cham- 
pion. He was one of the most fearless of the old 
guard. Living, he was to be loved. Dead, his 


memory is to be revered. 
— —— — — 


i The Oath. — i 

11 is to be hoped that the election inspectors of 
this city will finally learn something as to the rights 
‘of voters to register without invoking Mumbo 
Jumbo either with uplifted hand or by kissing a 
book dirty as to cover and obscene as to contents. 

A case parallel with that of the Editor of Tu 
Trura Serrure occurred here last week, and was 
decided by the same judge in the same manner. 
Mr. John Frankenheimer has resided in the city for 
thirty-eight years and livs at 139 West 81st street. 
When Mr. Frankenheimer presented himself to be 
registered on October 14th he told the board that 
he desired to be affirmed. 

The chairman informed him that he could not be 
‘affirmed unless he lifted up his right hand and un- 
covered bis head. This Mr. Frankenheimer declined 
to do, saying that he had conscientious scruples 
against going through the form suggested. He said 
that Judge Barrett of the supreme court had 
decided that a simple affirmation without any 
ceremony was all that could be required. The 
inspector's reply was to the effect that he did not 
care for Judge Barrett's decision. 

Mr. Frankenheimer, however, knew a great deal 
more than the election clerks, and he procured an 
order from Judge Barrett requiring the inspectors 
of election to show cause why a peremptory writ of 
mandamus should not be issued to compel them to 
register his name. When the case came up before 
Judge Barrett even the assistant -corporation 
counsel, who appeared for the inspectors; said that 
there could be no question at all as to the right of 
Mr. Frankenheimer to be registered without comply-. 
ing with the ceremony insisted upon by the chair- 
man. Judge Barrett decided of course that Mr. 
Frankenheimer had a perfect right to affirm in the 
manner he wished, and added that if any instances 
of this kind occurred in the future he would impose 
the costs of the proceeding upon the inspectors. 

The people of the state already hav the. oath 
abolished if they will contend for their rights and 
not be bulldozed by the ignorant ward-heelers 
appointed on election boards as payment for 
political services. Raising the hand is part of an 
oath, and is not required in an affirmation. Un- 
covering the head depends upon the place one is in, 
and the legal solemnity is not affected by hats on or 
hats off. 


——— if «9 — 


A Definition Applied. 


In the new Manual of Morals given to the world 
by a few Infidels is this definition of a hypocrit and 
of hypocrisy: 

„A hypocrit is one who attempts to deceive others in re- 
gard to his true character, especially one who pretends to 
virtue he does not possess.” Hypocrisy: “A thing so ut- 
terly mean as to be despised alike by the good and the 
bad.” 

In a recent Christian Advocate the editor is asked 
whether “Sabbath ” collections should be dispensed 
with to harmonize with the Methodist view of ab- 
stinence from all Sunday business, and Dr. Buckley 
replies : “The Sabbath collections are not dusiness, 
in the ordinary sense of that word. They are the 
gifts of the people according as the Lord has pros- 
pered them. Every church should take a collection 
at every service, whether they hav pews or. not. 
The gift of the poor woman's penny is as essential 
to her womanhood and the poor man’s penny to his 
manhood as the larger gifts of the rich. All well- 
instructed persons who go to the church like an op- 
portunity to contribute. 
the habit in children, which will strengthen with 
their strength and grow with their growth to con- 
tribute. Such collections should be regarded as a 
religious act, given under the influence of conscience 


It is a means of forming 
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and Ohristian privilege. In taking collections min- | church, The two qualities do not go together. Lack | that they can conduct every exercise as satisfactorily as & 
isters and others who manage them should keep as | of devotion means lack of disposition to support p The higher [enia n use entirely 
far as possible from the mere spirit of business. the priest, peonniarily and im his projects for power, | Aft.” Wo trust that te sauaments made are tae 
‘Bring an offering, and come into his courts. O Common sense in a parishioner clips the wings Of | jeft to work or starve—Mohammedan and Indian, Christian 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness,’ says | a priest's ambition. A Ostholic child taught in the | as well as Chinese. 
the Psalmist.” . public school is never the same devoted servant as is 
-It is a new idea that in order to hav a rounded, | one taught in a parochial school. Two generations 
full, complete character, to be manly and womanly, | of public school makes at least an indifferentist, and 
gifts to the church are necessary. There is nothing | an indifferentist will not go without necessaries of 
about thisin Mr. Jackson's Manual on “Character | life in order that he may giv to the priest. 
Building,” and Mr. Gilman did not codify it in his} No wonder the bishop hates the public schools; 
“Laws of Daily Conduct.” It is evident that the | but he needn't hav called the institution a monster. 
Secular Union Manual will not suit the Methodists. | It betrays his feelings too plainly. 
The evident intent of thia answer is to convey the —— MÀ 
idea that giving money to ministers is a sort of sac. | Freethought Making the Church Advance. 
rament, a religious act, non-performance of which| The eminent Rev. Dr. Vincent, to whom reference 
will send a man to hell. This is to increase the col- | was made last week, has been forced by the Infidel 
lections. But how giving cash on Sunday to a {scholarship of our time into a position that is well- 
priest for his living can be less a business transac |nigh heresy. In the address quoted he further said : 
tion than giving it to him on week-days is hard for] The idea of inerrancy renders a true exegesis of the 
a mere layman to perceive. A good share of the] Bible impossible, for exegesis proceeds upon the 
average church's expense is collected on Sundays, | basis of finding the trüth and declaring it.” Quite 
and to call that a religious act while denouncing the a truth-seeking utterande. He added: “I agree 
giving of money for a musical entertainment as busi- | with my learned colleague, Dr. Briggs, that the 
ness seems to come pretty close to the definition of | scriptures must be interpreted as other human 
hypocrisy taken from our Manual. writings are, but at the same time with a proper 
“ The horse-leech hath two daughters, erying, Giv, | sympathy for the divine element they contain.” 
giv.” There is one thing which is never satisfied, | Human writings with a divine element must be 
yea, two things which say not, It is enough: A ja disheartening wilderness to puzzle out. A further 
Oatholie priest in his greed of power, and a Protest. | remark was that when the doctrin of election was 
ant minister in his greed for pelf. founded on an obscure passage in the New Testa- 
— . ment, which scholarship found to hav a different 
The Bishops and the Publie Schools. meaning, Dr. Vincent thought scholarship should 


In arguing against public schools Roman Catholie take precedence of the doctrin. This we think 


Bishop Vaughn, of Salford, stated the ease thus: right, das be ioris eh 118 e 
„The state has a right to come in and assist the parents g i 


to do that which they cannot do themselvs; and the par- plaguy thing is there m black and white, and the 
ents hav a right to look to the state to giv them that aseist- church is ashamed to own that it has been averring 
ance which they need, and provide those resources which | tO be true all this time such a false and ridiculous 
they were not capable of providing themselva. . . . But | thing as it is. The idea that a certain number of 
one thing is to help the parents to educate their children, human souls were eternally predestined to damna- 
and another thing is to take the children out of the hands of | 4: 10 : " 
the parents and to say, ‘I am not going to help you, but I 155 Spese ie > Varpa in Ae dignis "o Hiat 
am going to take your children and monopolize the whole Om mowe "à own, and Dr. incent cited this 
business of education. I am not going to help you; Iam | and many other instances in the Confession and in 
going to dictate to you; I am going to make you subject to | common beliefs to show the errors that had crept 
in from defectiv or unscholarly interpretation. 


me. The state has no right of that kind.” 
Bishop Vaughn is dishonest in his statement. | Solomon's Song does not signify the love of Ohrist 
for his church," gaid Dr. Vincent, “and yet this 


The state does not say that. It allows every parent 
exploded allegorical interpretation underlies ita 


to educate his children in the schools which seem 
best to him, whether private, parochial, or public. | citation in the Westminster standards when passages 
from it are given as proof-texts of the doctrin of 


The real grievance of the Catholics against the state 
effectual calling and of the statement that God may 


is not a disposition to be tyrannical, but a refusal to 
furnish the Catholics funds to maintain Oatholic | withdraw the light of his countenance from believers 
and suffer them to walk in darkness.“ We could 


schools. Schools in which Catholicism is not taught 
are regarded as monsters. Listen to the bishop of | hav told the doctor many years ago that Solomon’s 
Dabuque, Iowa, talk on the question at a banquet Sang is but an amorous old ditty from the pen of 
given him recently: no one knows whom, and that it has nothing to do 
* It grieves me to the soul to see the children of those | With Christ and his church. In fact it is we who 
who are hewers of wood and drawers of water in the land | hav told the doctor so, and driven him to speak it 
drinking in these errors. It is a constant peril to the life— | alond—it is we Freethinkers who by decades of 
the spiritual life—of the young children of the church. And effort hav so beaten this and like truths about the 
my fears are not lessened by the fact that a mammoth Bible into intelli t heads that th leva’ 
institution had been established all over the land, in every | Fible into intelligent hea ome as s eergy are 
state, in every city and in every ward. This institution | ashamed to preach the old absurdities any longer. 
is supported by wealth untold, by immense power, by| It is we Freethinkers who hav really effected the 
legislation, sometimes in the hands of selfish and corrupt| whole of this modern movement toward heresy 
men. This mammoth institution seizes our little ones, often ; ; 
with the permission of their deluded parents and against among evangelical preachers. It it had not been 
the protesta of God’s church. They hold these little ones for our work the clergy would hav gone on preach- 
during the best years of their lives, until they are twenty | ing hell-fire, election, inerrancy, church and state, 
witchcraft, and all the rest till the end of the world. 
Thus Freethought, while discrediting the ancient 
miracle of msking the dead walk, can exhibit to a 


years old. And in all these great institutions there is no 
place for Christ. There are our children held until the 

scarce believing world its own wondrous duplicate 
exploit of making the church advance. 


terrible day of action comes. Then they are thrown out 
into the world with untamed passions, yet with intellectual 
keenness sufficient to gratify these passions. They are 
unguarded by Christian training. It must be our task, our 
— <cik es conmenemmmameemmeenenel 
Editorial Notes. 

Ir is. now reported that Moncure D. Conway's Life of 

Thomas Paine, in two volumes, will be ready in January. 


sacred duty, to rescue our children out of the grasp of that 
monster, that popular idol, the publie school system." 

The Infidel public, surely, will witness its coming with in- 
terest. 


That is the opinion of the bishop of Dabuque of one 
of our moat cherished and best American institutions 
—that itis a monster! Not because it forcibly com- 
pels children to attend, for it does not, but because 
it teaches Catholic children something besides their o Rer REE E uper dui e eee a dc 
" : n ndon a 
ontechism. They choose rather to hav paroohial from the professional speakers. Week-days he conducts a 
schoola—places, Thoreau calls them, “not for en- store, and Sundays he usually speaks or presides three 
lightening but for obfuscating the mind ; where the | times at some heretical gathering. Another of our London 
writers, A. B. Moss, is a very prominent worker smong our 
English cousins. 
Tus is the way a Christian secular paper writes of the 


pupil receives only so much light as could penetrate 
-the shadow of the Catholic church; and in which he 

Chinese: Formal religion in China is on its death-bed. 
Not one church in a hundred can boast of accommodations 


is never educated to the degree of consciousness, 
but only to the degree of trust and reverence, and 
a child is not made a man, but kept a child.” 
8 pee childs That for its ministers that are better than a pigpen. Ruined 
walls, broken roofs, dirt, and decay are everywhere. The 
real religion of the Chinese—ancestor worship and & hybrid 


is the sort of schools the bishop desires. He is 
spiritualism—is believed in by the masses, who hav learned 


Tue clergy of Kansas City are diplomats, says a Western 
paper, and do not propose to cut off their collectiv noses to 
spite their faces. When a good brother, zealous for the re- 
form of the Sunday press, introduced a resolution in the 
ministers’ meeting calling upon editors to publish church: 
notices on Saturday or not at all the assembled brethren 
promptly cut the: or not at all” out of the resolution and 
passed the rest. This leaves the astute parsons in the happy 
position of the orthodox Catholic who, upon demanding 
fish of his restaurateur on a Friday and receiving the re- 
sponse that there was none, shouted with glee, ‘‘ Bring me a 
rattling good cut of roast beef. The Lord knows I asked 
for fish.” 


Mz. C. A. Linpsay, of Butte, Montana, followed the ad- 
vice we giv as to the effort to keep the World’s Fair open. 
on Sundays, and in return received the following: I hav. 
your letter of the 10th inst., inclosing a clipping and pro- 
testing against closing the Exposition on Sunday. The 
matter to which you refer will not be decided for over a 
year yet, but your communication will be placed with others. 
relating to the same subject, all of which will receive 
reepectful consideration at the proper time. Very respect. 
fully, Benj. Butterworth, secretary.” We hav, then, a.good 
long time to work on this matter, and it should be fully 
improved. We hope each subscriber will keep his TRUTH 
SEEKER of October 10th, ia which are the names and ad- 
dresses of the National Commission, aud write to his state 
commissioner protesting against closing the Fair, and also 
send clippings giving name, date, and place of publication— 
showing the sentiment of the press. When the local 
directory is chosen for the final year we will publish their 
names 80 that they too can be influenced. 


Tux San Francisco Koening Post has this to say regarding 
the effort to close the World's Fair on Sundays: The 
governing body or bodies of the World's Fair are going to 
be very much worried over the question of whether the 
Exposition shall be open or closed on Sunday. It is certain 
that whatever decision i8 reached people will be offended, 
80 the directory may just as well decide as it thinks right 
and proper, without regard to petitions or protests or re- 
monstranceg or anything of the kind. Those who oppose 
keeping the Exposition open on Sunday seem to forget.that 
no one will be compelled to visit the World's Fair on that 
day any more than he or she is compelled to go to church, 
which is always kept open on Bunday. All the directory 
can do at most is to giv people an opportunity to visit the 
Exposition on Sunday if they desire. 'The question of Bab. 
bath-breaking each must settle for himself. Another thing 
seems to escape the attention of the opponents of Sunday 
opening, which is that if the World's Fair be closed on 
Sunday hundreds and thousands of people will not be able 
to visit it at all. Men and women who work six days in 
the week, early and late, must go to the Fair on Sunday, if 
at all, and these people are entitled to the highest considera- 
tien in a matter of this sort. It is very easy to say that 
working men and women can go 1n the evening, but if those 
who say this so glibly will try a whole day's work, from 7 
in the morning to 6 at night, or even later, they will find 
how much disposition or capacity they hav left for good 
pleasuring. We think the good judgment of the directory 
may be trusted not to deprive the working men and-women 
of their only chance to visit the World's Fair.” 


Tuar Christian missionaries do not, it seems, hav things all 
their own way in Japan. One of them writes to a little mis. 
sion journal published in Boston that the governor of one prov- 
ince has written a letter instructing the school authorities to 
hire no Christians as teachers. He adds: Some apologize 
for the governor's letter by saying that special relations to 
any religion is not permitted in the schools. This may hav 
been the meaning of our governor’s letter, but the school 
authorities so interpret it as to privately encourage Buddh- 
ism and publicly oppose Christianity. The school authorities 
of Japan so interpret the government prohibition of religious 
teaching in the schools to mean Opposition to Christianity. 
A Christian teacher in a Tokvo school lately refused to bow 
to the emperor's signature exhibited in the school for that 
purpose on the emperor’s birthday. Such an excitement 
occurred that he considered it wise to resign his position. 
The excitement spread over the country. The Christians 
were everywhere denounced for disloyalty. Some Chris- 
tians expressed their loyalty by being disloyal to God, leav- 
ing their church and giving up their faith. The Buddhists 
held mass meetings throughout the empire denouncing the 
Christian faith. The Christians themselvs were divided on 
the main question, Is it idolatry to bow to the emperor’s 
signature?" the Congregationalists generally denying and 
the Presbyterians affirming that it is worship; both sides in 
the mean time being generally abused and our religion slan- 
dered by the heather. Thus here in Sendai the Buddhist 
priests hired the largest theater with the help of scme of the 
professors and students of the government local college, and 
held mass meetings nightly for a week. The s‘udents 
attended the Christian meetings and howled down any 
explanation.” If the missionaries stopped to think of the 
impudent arrogance of their attitude toward people whom 
they dub heathen they might find reasons why they should 
not be surprised that the Japanese desire none of their 


religion. 


angry if the child’s mind is broadened, because 
breadth of mind ig inconsistent with devotion to the 


808 


_THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 81, 1801. 


-Fetters from Griends. 


' Advance Move in Elsinore. 
Exsrnorz, Car., Oct. 12, 1891. 
MR Eprrog: I would like to correspond with some young 
professor who would like to help establish a Hall in which to 
lecture Sunday forenoons and evenings and hav some kind 
of literary or musical exercises on Thursday evenings, suit- 
able for teaching the young and even the older ones useful 
knowledge, morality, and good citizenship, games or good 
manners. In fact to make it such an attractiv meeting- 
place for all classes as to take the place of superstitious 
worship of the im possible. Very truly, F. H. HEALD. 
` Distributing Good 1 Meat Instead of Slash. 

DEERFIELD, Ia., Oct. 1; 1891. 
Mz. Eprroz: When I wrote you last I promised when I 
renewed my subscription if I could not get a new subscriber 
I would make THE Trurs SEEKER a present to some one, 
and not being able tô get a new subscriber in accordance 
with my promis I will inclose my order for $5, for which 
please renew my subscription and send THE TROUTH BEEKER 
to party named in my order. There are a great many 
people jn our township that ought to read Taz TRUTH 
BERKER, but the church has left its stamp upon them and 
Iam sorry there are so many starving their mental faculties 
by feeding on such slush as the church can deal Out when 

there is so ruch good food within their reach. nm 

GzorGE Brown. 


, Some Blasphemous Jokes and Phrases. 
NovzrrY, Car., Sept. 26, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $2—$1 for another TzuvuTH 
SEEKER binder and the balance for the Freethought cause. 
I can get you vo subscribers. All the people here are Liberal 
but want no Liberal paper ; they say they can use the money 
fora better purpose. I am sorry Freethought went under, 
but am glad to cee it coupled to Taz TRUTH SzEKEZR, as we 
Liberals on the Pacific coast will hav a show to hear from 
each other once in a while. I hope TRR TRUTH SEEKER will 
get all the old Freethought subscribers. Good luck to Heston 
—his Blind Leading the Blind is capital, as are all his 
pictures. Judging from his pictures, the she angels pre- 
dominate in the New Jerusalem, which no doubt makes 
Abraham feel glad when called upon to do the bosom busi- 
ness. Yours to down old Christ and all other bilks, 
; Henry DANNENBRINK. 


The Wastes of Religion. 
Lexinéron, KY., Sept. 30, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrog: Bishop Spalding remarks that man is 
created for a supernatural end, that complete life is life in 
God.” This isan attempt to project legitimate realities into 
@ ghostly and airy future, of which he knows nothing, the 
existence of which he cannot prove with any degree of 
certainty. The ghouls and angelic fairies who people this 
fantastic region, with their master, are supposed to possess 
. the power to exalt the imagination of man, giving the only 
holy and desirable impetus known to his desires, giving 
firmness to his virtuous exercise of will To reach this 
cloudland is the best, the noblest object of his existence, 
and to educate his children in the knowledge of these 
-vagaries and' dreams is to sanctify their aims, with ‘all that 
they include of virtuous emotion and action. Is not this 
trifling with a vengeance, and that, too, for a master in 
Israel who expects the whole thoughtful world to sit at his 
feet and learn of him—an able writer, who could easily 
teach us ways that make for righteousness? All this is 
necessary to prop up an immense temple, where his friends 
may repose. The main column of this edifice is the credulity 
of man. Shame! more than this! multitudes of our fair- 
est; best young women are daily devoting themselvs as 
slaves that this unholy enterprise -may prosper. Slaves, 
trifling their sweet lives away in convents, their tenderest 
feelings enlisted under a banner of fraud and imposition, 
without dignified mental or moral profit to themselvs in 
this world or any condition which could reasonably be. its 
supplement or effect. Talented young men, who are wear- 
ing themselvs out ignobly. It is said that they die off 
rapidly, and it is difficult to keep up a supply, great exertion 
being necessary to bolster up the machine and Keep it in 
splendid running order. ALBAZA. 


: The Words “Belief” and “Knowledge.” 
CLEAR CREEK, TEx., Oct. 5, 1891. 

Msz. EDITOR: Incloged please find $8 for your most esti- 
mable paper, which has become a household necessity to 
me. "The pictures are enough to open the eyes of the blind, 
even those that won't see. If your space is not too limited, 
J would like to answer a correspondent; whose letter ap- 
peared in your paper some time ago, and which I hav 
intended to answer for some time, but hav hitherto neglected. 
I do not remember his name, and although I hav looked 
over THE TRufH BEEKER for several weeks back, I hav 
failed to find it; but he said that he could not understand 
. how a person could say that he knows a certain thing to 
be á fact, and therefore believes it. Now, it is the very 
reverse with me. I cannot see how a person can believe 
anything that cannot be proved to be a fact. As I take it, 
the is the chief difference between religionists and Liberals 
-or- Lafidela—the religionists believe something which they 
nor anyone else can prove, and the Liberals or Infidels be- 
lieve nothing that cannot be proved to be a fact or reality: 
Ithink that belief with our friend isa misnomer. That he 
has somewhat imbibed of religious teachings in that respect 
ip very§plain, for the religionists believe not what reason 


"thought literature might ‘hasten: the event. 


suggests, or what scientific truths demonstrate, but rather 


what hope, fear, and fancy dictate. However, I. our friend 
or anyone else can convince me to the contrary, T am open 
to conviction, but he will surely hav to produce some stub- 


born facts in order to do 80. 


Hoping I hav not occupied too much of your valuable’ 


space, and wishing you and the cause you hav espoused: 
every sueñes, I remain n yours Tor mental and moral'elevatiori, 
z Bio ES ‘Coox, 
Nature, Not God, the Supreme One. 
SALEM. Uran, Oct. 11, 1891. 
MR. EDITOR : There are afew Liberal-minded men in Salem 
who are in a state óf evolution. A littlé aid “ via " Free- 
"Would you 
please send to each of.the parties named on the opposit side 
of this sheet a copy of your invaluable paper, and oblige a 
truth seeker? Lou are at liberty to publish the following |: 
verses, if they merit 80 much attention. C. F. Hur. 


The universe is ever "bright and fair, 
No maker formed it, Nature does declare ; 
Yet man is ever trying to find 
In superstition an all-creating mind. 
He claims to trace his origin to a clod, 
And attributes his evolution to'a God, 
. But reagon now arises to proclaim 
God is & fiction, empty is thé name. 


Those brilliant orbs we see with upturned face . 
Eternally revolved through bouvdless space; 
"They seem to say there is no end to time 
And superstition’s all that is divine.“ 
There is a God, the fools of earth do cry; 

- tt Theres no God, ? all Nature does reply, 

“I. Nature, am supreme and evermore shall reiga | 
O'er the universe, my elegant domain." 


Superstition fades before the torch of reason, 
As leaves do fade in the autumnal season; 

And truth will finally predominate, 

While superstition justly meets its fate. 
Atheists may meet with ministerial frowns,  . 
Truth is more glorious than priestly crowns ; 
Nature's truths are wingless, yet can fly; > 
Imbued with life eternal, they will never die. 


C. F. Hur. 


God’s Bad Character. 


Natiowat SOLDIERS’ Home, mes 
‘Oct. 19, ANNO BOIENTIA 291. -$ 


MR Eprtor: I confess my inability to solve this incom- 
prehensible jugglery anent all this. God-in-the-Constitution 
business. I hav at last found out that the First Reformed 
Presbyterian church folks will not let their members vote 
until Somebody else has voted Abraham’s God into our 


Constitution. 


Great Scott! is he not a foreigner ? and is he not holding 
office among his own people, the Jews? And surely he 
must hav more business on hand than he can attend to ↄr he 
would never hav employed his friend and co-worker, the 
frozen-souled Russ, to help him exterminate what there is 
left of this precious seed of Abraham.” Po not the 
Presbyterians know that tkis Jew.God has burnt in his 
brimstone hell all their unbaptized babies, and would they 
now install this infernal monstrosity in office at the head of 
our government? Never can the nations of the earth be 
truly blessed. until this hydra-headed Christian God has 
been erased from memory’s seat. Here are a few short pas- 
sages for the First Relormed Presbyterian church to read 
and ponder on: i 

„Thus saith the Lord. ope Slay both man and 
woman, infant and suckling.” Prepare slaughter for his 
children for the iniquity of their fathers.” Slay utterly 
old’ and young, both maids and little children, and women.” 
“I will pot pity, nor spare, nor hav mercy, but destroy 
them (1 Sam. xv; 2, 85 Isa. xiv, 21; Ezek. oi Jer. xiii, 
18). 


Jeremiah. was one of this God's speciál prophets, ‘and will i 


be accepted as a competent witness anent his God’s charac- 
ter by all Christians, 
Lord God: ` 

“O Lord God of hosts, I sat not, in the assembly of 
mockers, nor rejoiced ; I,sat alone because of thy hand: for 
thou hast filled me with indignation. Why is my pain per- 
petual, and my wound incurable, which refuseth to be 
healed? Wilt thou be altogether unto me as a liar; and as 
waters that fail?" (Jer. xv, 16; 18). 

: After hearing Jerry.and other reliable 1 concern- 
ing the character of this Lord God, doubtless these Presby- 
terian bigots will be content with the name of Jesus alias 
Christ in our Constitution, and no doubi he will get there. 
Thus, hear him: Those mine enemies, which would not 
that I should reign over them, bring hither and slay them 
before me ” (J. Christ, Esq ). Nzrsos Hunt. 


The Georgia Wonder Not So Wonderful. 

Huron, S. D., Oct. 12, 1891. 

MR. Epiror: Through the courtesy of I know not whom, 
Ihav received two copies of your valuable paper (speed its 
course), one of August 29ch and one of September 26h. In 
the former was a communication from Mr. C. E. Werst, of 
Miles City, Mont., touching on the matter of Annie Abbott, 
the little Georgia Magnet,” and quoting a communication 
from the Minneapolis Journal as to my exposé of her show 
at Aberdeen, S. D., on August Sch. In the latter paper is a 
defense of Mrs. Abbott. by Mr. J. L. Tompkins, of Lake 
City, Is., in which some strong epithets are indulged in and 
some untruths told. Permit me, sir, through your valuable 
paper to say somewhat in my own defense and as to this 
exposure. I send you a copy of the Aberdeen Newe contain- 
ing the full account, Make such use of it as you see fit. 


Abbott show a fake“ and the exposure complete. 
"Tompkins tells what is untrue (whether knowingly or not I 


Hear Jerry's accusation against this | 


I} th prize book. 


was ‘one of à committee on the stage during the performancé 
here and, as is always the case, was fully deceived. Outside 
investigation and à. second viewing Jed: to the detection of 
-the whole deception. .. In. this I:lay claim to but a minor 
part, for several were uniting their efforts in bringing about 
this result. -It fell to Mr. Frank Brisbine aud me to make the 
public exposure at Aberdeen, my home. I lay claim to' no 
special smartness and beliéve Iowa to be full of smarter 
men, but in the light of all the facts I: now wonder how 
smart men can beso easily deceived. Now for a few facts. 

EU the Aberdeen performance Mrs. Abbott, knowing what 
Was coming, played sick and only did five tricks out of 
twelve, and those the most difficult ones. We then took thé 
stage, the audience of over five hundred being nearly solidly 
against us in matter of sympathy, and, after ds full an 


explanation as the commotion would permit of, we per- 
‘formed all of the tricks Mrs. Abbott had shown, together 


with all she had omitted. Not a trick but what we could do 
by the application of simple mechanical forces which she, 


as a woman and with the advantage of flowing robes and the 
further advantage of s credulous audience, very deftly 
' conceals. 


I offered Mrs. Abbott. $250 if I could not lift her 
or hold her up, | and: called upon the mayor to hold the 
money, but my offer was declined. The most powerful men 


could not lift me or push me over, although bent upon 


‘defeating us. In the end the house unanimously voted: the 


Mr. 


cannot say) when he writes that a committee chosen to 
‘investigate the matter in full” did so act and reported the 
exposure as untrue. No such committee was ever appointed 
-or acted or reported, for the assembled public was its own 
committee and voted the Abbott show a “fake.” ‘Further, 


Mr. Abbott published a notice agreeing to giv a second show 
and vindicate himself, but when my article explaining each 
trick in detail was published, he forthwith ‘‘skipped the 


country, canceling all his remaining Dakota engagements, 
and sought new pastures in Canada, since which time, as I 
-hav been recently informed, Mrs. Abbott has taken a place 
-under a new name in a Chicago dime museum. Her career 


as Annie Abbott has been run, owing to the wide publicity 


given to the exporé ae further fact is of value as going to 
show the falsity of all their claims. For a swindling show 
‘must always support itself on a foundation of untruth. 
Prof. D. T. Walker, of Watertown, 8. D., wrote to Thomas 


A. Edison asking if he had for three days investigated Mrs. 


Abbott’s powers, a8 claimed by Mr. Abbott. In reply to this 
Mr. A. V. Gates, private secretary to Mr. Edison, writes 
trom Orange, N. J.: **Ibeg to state that Mr. Edison is not 
-acquainted with this young lady, aud that the statement in 
regard to his interview with her is entirely erroneous.” I 
-wrote to the secretary of the faculty of Harvard ‘University 
asking whether she was ever examined by the Harvard fac- 
ulty, as claimed, and whether they had pronounced her 
power to be a form of ‘‘hypnotic suggestion.” In reply 
‘trom Cambridge, Mass., September 4th, Mr. Frank Bolles, 
secretary, says, So far as I know none of the members of the 
faculty ever saw her,” and the Harvard faculty never 
directly or indirectly; made any examination into the powera 
of the Little Georgia Magnet.” Here then is a direct and 
positiv refutation, from unimpeachable sources. of two bare- 
faced lies told nightly in order to giv a color of respectabil; 
ity to a barefaced swindle. 

The case may be summed up in this, that their declarations 
are pure lies and their entire performance one which any 
lady can duplicate, and hence it is a fake * and a swindle 


to travel on the false claim that Mrs. Abbott is possessed of 
unusual or supernatural powers. 


: possessed a marvelous strength and power to deceive the 


It the claim was that she 


eye by most dextrous movements and quick application of 
mechanical forces, then the truth would be told and she 
might be voted a success and not a fakir. W. P. BUTLER. 


On The Prize Manual, and Politics, . 


New TORE, Oct. 22, x M. 291. 

MR. Eprror: For over a year I hav anxiously awaited the 
publication of the Prize Manual; and it was I who recently 
asked Taz TRUTH SEEKER for news concerning the book. 

While ont in a country town this summer, I met a lady 
who said she preferred to giv a book to a child, instead of 
toys and other presents. Her favorit book on such occa- 
sions was Uncle Tom's Cabin.” At my next opportunity 
I read this antislavery novel (for the first time, although 
having a previous general knowledge of its contents), my 
intention being to compare it with the forthcoming Prize 
Manual, and then decide which would be of more benefit 
to a child. : 

But having read your criticism, Mr. Editor, of the Prize 
Manual, I confess that I am disappointed with the book— 
not on account of the price ($1 50), but because the Manual 
is still incomplete. It consists of two works bound in one 
volume by two authors who take particular pains to let 
readers know that they àré friends to religion,” and that 
it is deemed *'inexpedient to teach morals on a religious 
basis there ”—in the public schools. 

„Friends to religion” and Inexpedient there” make me 
laugh—with indignation. . 

I hav a brother-in-law who is also a ** friend to religion” 
(for years & Rabbath-scliool superintendent), and who might 
be easily induced to write an appendix to the Manual show- 
ing how children should avoid other offenses toward a 
„Being (God) besides swearing.- As he is a religious zealot 
no money would be asked for the addendum—nothing ap- 
proaching the original prize money. I intended ordering 
three Manuals, one for a teacher and one for a nephew and 
niece; but I shall wait awhile till I can personally examin 
In the mean time, what other similar book 
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teaching secular morality can THE TRUTH SEEKER specially | a few following questions put, to Christ will giv us some Anodynes, anesthetics," holy oil, and invccation of saints 
recommend ? . idea of the wisdom of God. “Jesus answered and said unto are invariably the remedies prescribed by these learned doc- 

The Fréethinkers' Pictorial Text-Book » which T bought him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born |. tors of divinity. They constitute their entire stock in trade. 
is doing excellent missionary work. After showing it to | again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith They are regarded às a kind of king eure. all, a sovereign 
members of the family and house, and to business patrons unto him, How cana man be born when he is old, can he. specific, warranted to giv immediate relief in every case. A 
and callers, I sent it to a factory, where the superintendent |.enter the second time into his mother’s womb and be born ?| patient is suddenly aroused to a consciousness of his true 


exhibited it to workmen and. neighbors; it then passed to a condition. He finds his moral constitution a complete wreck. 


lifelong Freethinker, who showed the Text-Book v to over 
a dozen persons in his residence. The book has been circu- 
‘lating in Brooklyn, and is at present in the lonely home of a 
poor clam-digger, where the children look at the pictures 
daily. I wrote on its fly- leaf instructions to keep the book 
covered, clean, and to be returned to its owner when done 
with its perusal. ‘ 
As soon às your Bible Picture Book is printed, zene 
buy one. 
Another matter. Now that election: day is drawing near, 
let me -entreat my Freethought friends and other Liberals, 


particularly the young men who will cast their first ballot, 
to learn the platform of each of the four parties, and to find 
out the measures and principles (not men) they wish to hav 
advanced. Both Republican and Democratic parties are 
alike—they Stand for capitalistic monopoly, oppression of 


the people, and corruption. . 


The Prohibitionisis try to teach temperance, but in a harsh, 
restrictiv way. -Advanced thinkers would solve the liquor 
problem by abolishing the element of profit, by having the 
government make liquors and sell them at cost price through 
(Consider the postal service.) The Prohibition 


officials. 
party 18 practically useless; do not waste a vote for it. 
The Socialistic Labor party represents reform in its purity. 


It stands for fraternal ccéperation (as against capitalistic 
warfare), tending toward a condition of society wherein all 
workers of hand or brain shall be equal partners in the prod- 
The final out: 
come of this condition would be the elevation of the Indi- 
** free access to land; 
because freedom of the soil brings. independence of the 


uct of the national industrial organization. 
vidual—the first road to take being : 


laborer, and the full fruits of his labor for himself. 


In the city and state of New York there will be a complete 
(official ballot) Socialistic Labor ticket—also in Massachu- 
It would be inconsistent for a Freethinker to vote for 


setts. 
either of the three old parties. 


Tur Teura BERKER advertises. a book on another page 
Looking Backward,” by Edward Bellamy. I 
hav read it and found it an excellent exponent of Socialism ; 
and can heartily commend it to all who like literature that 


entitled, 


instructs while it enlivens and entertains. 


Yours fraternally, ^ E. J. KIMBALL. 


[We recommend a book by Mr. Hertell, price 25 cents; 


and one by Austin Bierbower. price $1 50,—Ep. T.8.] 


Belief, Not Knowledge. Is What Christ and All Chris- 


tians Want. 
BraprorpD, PA., Oct. 11, 1891. 


Mz. Eprrok: The article I wrote for publication in your 
paper a few issues since caused some little commotion 
To some 
it was a great source of annoyance, and to others it gave a 
The latter was what pleased me the 
To say a few words to the many Liberal thinkers 
living in this benighted neighborhood is to me a labor will- 
ingly performed. To break the iron bars of ignorant super- 
stition; to take by the hand those who hav been imprisoned 
inthose grated cells of bigoted, narrow, soul-shrinking 
creeds; to lead them into the bright light of a better day, is 
I want to 
see the day that every good man in the right will be every |. 
other good man’s brother, no matter what is his idea of bere 


amongst the followers of the lamb in this locality. 


great feeling of relief. 
most. 


a labor gratuitously, kindly, gladly performed. 


or hereafter, m^rta] or immortal. Beliefs prove nothing. 


Kaowledge, and great knowledge, is all we should hav any 
It is the only school we want, and it is 
the school we can afford to contribute to—where our 
children can learn something useful, where mathematics 
The multiplication table in my 
By giving these 
rising generations an education we enable them in after 
years to go out into the world with the advantage of a good 
education and secure employment; and at the same time we 
will be doing away with a certain amount of superstition. 
The more of it 
we can distribute, the more happiness we are inaugurating 
and the more victims we can hope to force out of the 
. withered grasp of the church. In all ages the church has 
fought with all her power the science of education, the science 
of medicin, the science of astronomy—in short, every move 
that the pioneers of the race of mankind bav ever put on 
The 
system by which she creates the alms on which she livs is 


entertainment for. 


instead of prayer is taught. 
judgment is far in advance of rosaries. 


Knowledge is the great enemy of religion. 


foot for the benefit of the human or animal races. 


the result of long-continued and bloody wars of. extermina- 
tion, the cruelty of which there are not words enough in all 
the languages of men to describe. This system is built on & 
platform of one single plank, and that plank is belief. To 
bea member of this institution you are not required to 
bring anything in the shape of knowledge with you. You 
must make yourself familiar with the kind of belief that is 
requisit where you make application for membership. This 
is all. And we find the man or God-man that organized this 
society of Christians about eighteen hundred years 
ago was not in favor of knowledge. This. is 
how we know. It seems that Nicodemus was 
ruler of the Jews about the time that Christ 
was organizing his sect. According to the story, Nicodemus 
came to Christ by night and said to him: ** Rabbi, we know 
that thou art a teacher come from God, for Ro man can do 
these signs that thou dost, except God be with him.” Here 
is a fair question asked of God. It is contended by the 
followers that Christ is as much God as God is himself, so 
virtually Nicodemus was speaking to God. The above and 


Jesus answered; Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a 
man be born of water and ‘of the spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God.. That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh ; and that which is born of the Bpirit is spirit. Marvel 
not that I said unto thee, ye must be born again." We ask, 
must thiskind of answer coming from the creator of the 
universe satisfy modern Infidels ? Let us look at the reason 
given for being born again. Of course, if this kind of reason 
was given in an asylum we would not at all be amazed, but 
coming from. a heavenly representativ, it is worth our 
while to make a careful analysis of it. The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof but 
knowest not whence it cometh and whither it goeth. fo is 
everyone that is born of. the spirit. And Nicodemus said, 

How can these things be? Jesus answered and said, Art 
thou the teacher of Israel and understandest not these 
things?” What satisfaction ig here for an honest seeker of 
the truth? When Jesus was asked these plain, simple 
questions, and the fact was that he was God, he should hav 
proved beyond a shadow of doubt that we must be born 
again, In this question the light that was so much talked 
of did not seem to cast à ray. In this interview we find one 
looking ‘for knowledge and the other looking for belief. 
If God was in possession of the knowledge he would hav 
undoubtedly illustrated there to Nicodemus the method of 
being born again. We hav had Christs in all ages of the 
world, and they all ask the people to believe in them, and in 
regard to those abstruse questions we find none of them can 
giv the Infidel any information any more than the original 
one. But here the question arises, why don't some of these 
followers do something according to their, belief ? They 
should turn water into wine; they should by simple touch 


loaves and two fishes. 


hunger and despair ! 


cording to their belief they should heal themselvs. 


wants of the cripples and insane. 


does he allow so many to die of want and go insane yearly 
when he told them expressly if they followed his example 
he would do away with their wants? Did he tell the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, or has the mind of the great 
people misunderstood his sanctimonious . Principle of heav- 


or in the great mind of the followers. 
Sunday attendance on pious occasions they are doing all in 


laid it cown. 


xiv: “ Verily, he 


verily, I say unto you, 


for all. 


promis us one little miracle. 


morning. Jas. SPBLLEN. 


Medical and Theological Doctors Contrasted. 
INDIAN Grove, Mo., Sept. 12, 1891. 
Mr. Epitoz: The undersigned has recently been admon- 


ished in a very impressiv manner by a dear friend to flee 
from the “wrath to come." He says: “I am amazed at 
such a reckless onslaught on the venerated religion of our 
It would be far less irrational, and less pernicious 
in its effects on mankind, to annihilate forever the pharma- 
ceutic department of science and blot out the materia medica 
of the universe, together with all that experience and obser. | 
vation hav discovered in.the practice of medicin, and thus 
practically abandon the world to the ravages of pestilential 
disease and death, than to destroy thé hope and faith that 
animates and inspires the great sympathetic heart of the 


fathers. - 


Christian world." 


Now, we wish to inform our friend that we do not contem. 


plate undertaking to annihilate the phàrmaceutic department 
of science, or to blot out the materia medica of the universe, 
or to obstruct or hinder in any way the acquirement of use- 
ful knowledge that would be of any practical utility what- 
‘ever tomankind. No, not: Iam suré we cannot dispense 
with the doctor of physic. It would never do to depend on 


: priestly prayers and holy oil to heal the sick and affl. ted. 


Nevertheless, I would inaugurate a general crusade against 
all doctors of divinity—divine quacks—and their foul nos- 
trums I would.cast into the sea. There is a great multitude 
of these pampered, sleek.coated spiritual quacks. It is 
claimed that there are ninety thousand of them in this coun- 
try alone. But one competent doctor of physic outweighs 
them all. His service is of more real value during the preva. 
lence of La grippe or Bmall.pox than the entire njnety 
thousand clerical quacks combined, 


In a wild tremor of. excitement he ba wis: 


abandoned, despised wretch. 
‘nated by your foul presence. 


al ways loved you! 


bring the dead to life, feed five thousand men on five barley 
It they could only do this latter one 
thing, what a vast amount of lives could .be saved every 
year. from starvation, from going to poorhouses, from going 
to brothers to get food and clothing, taking advantage. of all 
opportunities to get enough to keep away the pangs of 
Look.at the great army of blind and 
crippled the world over, and they are all believers and ac- 
This 
„belief medicin has been in use for eighteen hundred 


years and we find that we hav to maintain 
the hospitals and asylums just the same and 
employ doctors and physicians to ‘attend to the 


Where has Christ been 
all these years with his barley loaves and fishes? Why 


enly lying? There isa deception somewhere, in the author 
We know from the 


their power to carry to a successful issue the doctrin as he 
Christ plainiy said himself, at St. John 
that 
believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also 
and greater works than these shall be do, because I go 
unto the father.” Where is the follower that can do any- 
thing according to faith? Let us hav it now and here once 
Let the church set a day apart and giv us Infidels 
an invitation and we will try and attend as spectators if they 
We don’t ask much. Nor do 
we want a large one. Anything will do, no matter how 
small it is, so they prove to us it is a miracle, or forever 
hold their peace and disorganize and let us sleep on Sunday 


Taking a retrospect of the past, he finds that he, has been a 
fiend incarnate. 
bounties’ of nature in rich profusion around him. He has 
been recreant to every sacred trust. 
family hearth&tone and destroyed the happiness of the domes- 
tic circle. 


He has rioted wantonly with the munificent 


He has. desecrated the 


He has lured the innocent and confiding from the 


path of virtue and right. So utterly depraved was he that 


he could laugh with Satanic glee at the wretchedness and 


misery he had wrought. But an avenger hath overtaken 
him at last, and he now finds himself before the inexorable 


‘bar of justice, where he has been tried for his life, found 


guilty, and condemned to die for the many foul and atro. 
cious crimes that he has so unhesitatingly committed. 
„0 for an ano. 
dyne to relieve the excruciating mental anguish that is rack- 
ing my worn-out frame! Is there no help?“ Why, God 
bless you, yes," says the spiritual quack; fear not, my 
brother, you hav but to knock and the door to happiness 
and peace is opened for you. Ii already stands ajar and 
angels are inviting you to come. "Tis true you hav been an 
Yes, yes, ’tis true that all 
earthly friends hav just forsaken you, lest they be contami. 
But there is one friend that 
loves you. Yes, he does! Bless his holy name! Jesus 
He has long been standing with loving 
heart and open arms ready and willing at any time to bless 
and receive you—patiently waiting for you to sow your 
wild oats expecting that you would come only at the eleventh 
‘hour all worn and fagged out and unfit for aught but to 
repose on his loving breast. [He can hav my place } 


It is true you hav been one of the vilest of. the vile. 


Divine justice demands that you should roast forever. I 
am sure there can be no mistake about that. But you hav 
trusted him; you hear me, you hav trusted him, and 
praised him a little, and acknowledged him to be a great 
king, superior to all other kings; you hav chosen him to be 
your savior, so never fear! Do not trouble yourself about 
the consequence of your crimes You doubtless hav had. 
a good time. The dead line is now passed in safety, if you 
only continue to trust him. This is the important. point 
just now. Jesus has paid jt all. He has taken your sins 
upon himself and canceled them in advance by his blood 
shed on Calvary eighteen hundred years ago that you may 
escape a just recompense for the conduct of a vicious, im- 
moral, depraved life. As is generally the case, no sorrow 
nor regrets for sin can hold out successfully against such 
vigorous treatment. The equilibrium of the patient is mi- 
raculously restored, and with his remaining energy he cries, 
God bless the blessed anodyne!” while the spiritual quack 
joins the nurses and numerous attendants in singing, „The 
great physician now is near,” etc. 

No one can sin against (injure) the infinit; but we can 
and do often sin against ourselvs and our fellow. man. But 
if we goto the one we hav injured and make the wrong right, 
and mend our ways for time to come, we will hav no use 
for clerical anodynes, anesthetics, holy oil, invocation of 
saints, nor anything of the kind, but will liv in peace with 
ourselvs, our neighbors, and all that surrounds us in life. 

I wish to state in this connection tbat notwithstanding 
the gravity of the subject under consideration, I am.some- 
times amused by some of those spiritual nut-crackers, 
They get tangled on some knotty question and become in- 
dignant, and instead of replying to the arguments presented 
they assail the character of their opponent with personal 
slang and abuse, and like the well-trained Pretty Pollys 
that they are, they sit upon their upholstered perch and 
chirp with a reverential intonation the same old song that 
King David sang three thousand years ago, The fool 
hath said in his heart there is no God!" It has been said 
that children and fools tell the truth. These spiritual 
croakers assume an air of sacerdotal gravity and hammer 
away at these old theological chestnuts, and it is really 
amusing to see them miss the chestnut and whack their 
fingers. Iam always sorry for them, especially when they 
happen to crack their heads. This, however, does not 
often occur, as thick skulls are hard to break. 

In conclusion, I wish right here to acknowledge, with 
thanks, the receipt of the numerous Freethought publica. 
tions that hav recently come to my address. The futility 
-of undertaking to start and sustain so many new Free 
thought publications just at this time seems to hav been 
practically demonstrated. Such undertakings, for the 
present at least, should and will be abandoned by those who 
hav a practical conception of the methods requisit to the 
advancement of the Freethought interests of the day. A 
generous patronage of the Freethought publications now in 
print would certainly reduce the subscription price by 
increasing their circulation, and at the same time place 
them on a permanent financial basis. 

There is one feature in connection with Tug TRUTH 
Szzx&& that commends it to our admiration and approval. 
If you are not in sympathy with its methods and aims you 
are expected to say so. If you wish to place yourself on 
record as opposing Anarchy, Socialism, Spiritualism, prom- 
iscuity, and superstition in all their varied phases and 
forms, it is your accredited privilege. And we hope that no 
one will feel any hesitancy in doing so. The most expedi. 
tious method of killing an idea is to giv it enough ventila- 
tion through the press. We think, however, that all vicious 
and immoral practices and theories that are universally 
reprobated by all civilized people should not be discussed 
in the public prints. Respectfully, W. E. Watton, 


Children’s Corner. 
Laue y Muss Susan H. Wrxos, Fail 


River, Mass., to whom all Communications fot 
tiis Corner shouid be sont. 


* Between the dark and the daylight. 
. . When the night is beginning to lower. 
Comes a pause in the day's ocoonpations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 
2 —³ — ———̃ ——-—' 


A Prince of Newfoundland. 
' A TRUE STORY. f 
The shower had consed, but the city street 
Was flooded still with the drenching rain, 
Though men and horses with hurrying feet 
. Bwept on their busy ways again. 
The gutter ran like a river deep.: 
By the clean-washed pavement fast it rushed 
As out of the spouts with a dash and a leap 
The singing, sparkling water gushed. 
A little kitten with ribbon blue . 
Orogsed over the way to the gutter's brink; 
With many a wistful; plaintiv mew, 
She seemed at the edge to shudder and 


And there ghe stood, while her piteous cries 
Were all unheard by the heedless throng, 

Looking across with such longing eyes; 

But the torrent was all too swift and strong. 


Up the street, o'er the pavement wide, 
Wandered our Prince from Newfoundland, 

Stately and careless and dignified, : 
Gazing about him on either hand. 


The sua shone out on big glossy coat, 

And his beautiful eyes 80 soft and brown 
With quiet, observant glanoe took note 

Of all that was passing him, up and down. 


He heard the kitten that wailed and mewed, 
Stopped to look and investigate; 

The whole situation understood, : 
And went at once to the resone Straight. 


Caluly out into the street walked he 
Up to the poor little trembling waif, 
Lifted her gently and carefully, 
And carried her over the water safe, 


And set her down on the longed-for shore: 
Licked her soft coat with a kind caress, 

Left her and went on his way once more; 
The picture of noble thoughtfulness. 


Only & dog and a cat, you say? 
Could a human being understand 
And be more kind in a human way 
Than this fine old Prince from Newfoundland? 


Oh, children dear, tis a lesson sweet; 
Xf a dumb dog so wise can be, M. 
We should be gentle enough to treat 
All creatures with kindness and courtesy. 


For surely among us there is not one 
Who such an example could withstand ; 
Who would wish in goodness to be outdone 
By a princely dog from Newfoundland? 


—Celia 2haxter, in Harpers Young People. 
—— 0. ᷓ B—3—Qꝛä—— 


Biographical Sketches. 
VII.— BYRON. 

George Gordon, Lord Byron, was born on 
Holles street, London, the 224 day of Janu- 
ary, 1788. His father was captain of a ship 
and a dashing and extravagant man. Miss 
Catherine Gordon, Lord Byron’s mother, was 
Captain Byron’s second wife. She was an 
only child of indulgent parents. Perhaps that 
accounts for her disposition, for she was a 
passionate and revengeful woman. A 
fortune held in her own right Captain 
Byron soon squandered, and then left her 
with only a few pounds which he could 
not touch. Aud this was all that was left at 
the time that the pret was boro. Captain 
Byron died in Valenciennes, 1791, mourned 
by few. Mrs. Byron, or Mrs. Gordon, as she 
now called herself, was passionately attached 
to her son, alternately smothering him 
with kisses or enraging him with blows. 
Byron’s unhappy disposition was probably 
inherited from his mother. He would hav 
fits of violent, passionate outbursts and tear 
his little dresses into ribbons, defying his 
mother and nurse to do their worst— 
*gilent rages,” as he afterward called 
them. In Don Juan” he gays: : 


A little curly-headed, good-for-nothing, 


shrink. 


And mischief-making monkey from his birtb, 


His parents ne’er agreed except on doting 
Upon the most un quiet imp on earth; 
Instead of quarreling, if they had both been 


in : 
Their senses, they'd hav sent the young 
master forth : 
To school, or had him soundly whipped at 
home, a l 
To teach him manners for the time to come. 
This was no doubt founded on fact. l 
Like Burns, Byron was ‘‘ constantly a 
victim of love.” Indeed, the two poets 
greatly resembled. one another in almost 
everything, save that Byron had more of a 
superior education and was hence more 
refined and cultured. Byron had sighed 
to many,” indeed. When only a little fellow 


ot eight be fell in love, and was afterward 


: quarrel—people are disputing which it was, 
but I feel more inclined to agree with the 


Byron was a witness of the chastisement, and 


Iso, Stepping up to the tormentor, he asked, 
in a voice quivering with passion and resent- 
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Correspondence. 


257 0 Oem, Ir., Oct. 4, 1891. 

` Dzar Miss Wixow: This is my first letter 

to. the Corner, although I hav thopght I 
would write for some time past. j 

I am the sister of Elmer W. Pride. He 
and Willie hay written several times. 

We liv on a farm, and I am the only sister 
of six boys, 80 of course I do not hav much 
time to read or write as I would like, and 
we are building this fall, besides. I lke Tun 
TzvrH SsexeR Very much, and the Magazine 
just as well. 

I want to tell you about one of our Chris- 
tian friends here. She has a very sick sister. | 
The sick girl is married and is not able to 
hire a girl to help her, and her mother has 
been trying to wait on her and her own 
family at the same time, so she thought it 
would be better to bring her home. But her 
good Christian sister says she does not want 
her there; she is only in the way. Does she 
not show her Christian spirit to her own sis- 
ter? f 

There arẹ not many Liberals very near us. 

Well, I guess my letter is long enough for 
the first. I will try and write more next 
time. Hoping to see this in print, 

Your sincere friend, 
pt Graor PRIDE. 


- Here Every Man Speaks for Himself 
|. and. tells what the Great East India 
Remedy has done for him. 


noted for his many attachments. He was 
created a lord at the age of eleven, having 
succeeded his grand-uncle, a moody old 
gentleman who shut himself up in his castle Genil Please send ånother$12 bo 
j - entiiiemen :— a Ox 
after killing his friend in a duel or drunken of Cannabis Indica. It has entirely cured me 
of Bronchitis and Catarrh, I 
ained nine pounds in two weeks. The 
36 spent with you.has done more good for 
me than the $200 paid to doctors... 
BENJ. F. JONES. - 
No. 820 Garrison Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


latter. Little Lord Byron bore his new 
honors meekly, but with dignity. He is 
reported to hav asked his mother one day 
during a conversation in which Mrs. Byron, 
or Mrs. Gordon, was probably trying to 
impress upon Byron his great responsibility, 
it she perceived any difference in him 
since he became a lord, since he perceived 
“none himself.” nM 

‘Byron had his faults, but he was nobly 
sympathetic and scorned to stoop to a mean 
action—a hater of sham and hypocrisy. A 
‘little incident which is reported to. hav oc- 
curred at school is worth recording to illus- 
trate the noble quality of sympathy. Avery 
i rough and large boy one day was inflicting a 
: very painful punishment upon a little boy 
with a heavy stick, which left large crimson 
streaks from which the blood oozed out. 


„This is the remedy that cured me of 
Consumption 18 years ago, and one 
of the medicines I hold in high estimation. 
Enclosed is $27 for another box cf 
Indian Hemp. 
J. G. LITT, Pastor Evangelical Church. 
“South Cayuga, Ontario? ` 


Cenllemen.— The enclosed -$12 is for- 
another box of Dr. H. James’ remedies. I 
think your Cannabis Indica saved 
my life five years ago, when I lived at 
Hickory Plains, Ark. I still use a bottle 
occasionally and recomm end it to others, 

' Gratefully, Rev. B. H. MALONR, A. M. 
; Decaturs ville, Decatur, Tent. 


Friend Craddock, 

Will thee please send me four bottles of 
Cannabis Indica, Pills and 
Ointment for my cousin’s husband, 
whom I fear is in a decline, and as thy 
medicines cured my only brother of a 
Hemorrhage of the Lungs 
about a year ago, I wish cousin to take 
them. 

"Thy true friend, HANNAH MICKLE. 

Near Woodbury, N: . 

*Mother has been suffering with 
Bronchitis nearly twenty years, and 
tried most all kinds of medicine, and says the 
Cannabis Indica ie the only thing 
that gives her relief.“ 

JANE A. ASHBROOK, 
Lovelaceville, Ballard Co., Ky. 


“I know all about the Cannabis 
‘Indica. Fifteen. years ago it cured my 
daughter of the Asthma; she had it very 
bad for several years, but was perfectly 
cured. Please send me a $g box of vour 
medicine." JACOB TROUT, ` 

Deep River, Poweshick Co., Iowa. 


MoMmsnvILLE, Onz., Sept. 28, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I think it is about time 
for me to write to the Corner gain. 

School will start next Monday and I am 
glad of it. 

We are having just lovely weather now, 
but it rained for two weeks before. ` 

Ireceived a Preethinkers’ Magazine. There 
is a lady’s picture in it and I think it is Susan 
H. Wixon’s. I was glad to get the Magazine 
ahd I think it is very nice. 

We are going to build a new house this 
fall. We shall commence it in a few weeks. 

I will be glad when the flowers commence 
blooming again. I am fond of flowers. 

"Iam much disappointed when there is no 
Corner in the paper. The last paper had no 
Corner. I was very sorry. I think some of 
the children’s letters are just splendid. 

I would like to hav some of the boys and 
girls write tome. We are al] Freethinkers. 
There are not many Freethinkers around 
here. - Some of the boys and girls are Liberal 
in their views. I would like some time to 
hav you send me one of your pictures if you 
youd, and I may send one of mine some 

ay. 

.. My sister said she would not write this 
time, as she has no time to write. 

I like to liv here. We hav a nice climate 
here, although there is a good deal of snow 
and rain during the winter months. 

Well, I will close, for fear of that dreadful | 
waste-basket. Hoping I shall see this in 
print, I am, as ever, : 

Your friend, 


his little heart ached for the child, but he 
knew that he was powerless to do anything; 


ment, how many stripes he intended to in- 
flict. ** Why,” the large boy returned, you 
little rascal, what is that to you?” ‘ Be- 
cause,” answered the little hero, holding out 
this arm, I would take half.” 

Byron’s first literary venture was in 1806, 
which he wrote while at college. It was a 
small quarto volume, which is, however, 
out of print. The following year he wrote 
** Hours of Idleness,” which critics declared 
to hav hardly possessed literary merit. They 
were fiercely assailed by Lord (then Mr.) 
‘Brougham in the Hdinburgh Review. His 
sarcasm stung Byron into a poet, for he then 
wrote English Bards and Scotch Review- 
ers, which the public had to acknowledge, 
and then Byron started on the road to fame. 
He grew dissipated, like Burns, and, think- 
ing that marriage would settle him down, he 
married Miss Milbank, daughter of Sir 
Ralph Milbank. But this marriage proved 
strangely infelicitous, and after the birth of 
her daughter Ada, Lady Byron left for her 
maiden home and refused to come back. 
Byron then left England. In a letter to a 
friend he writes: I was accused of every 
monstrous vice by public rumo: and private 
rancor. . T felt that if what was whie. 
pered and muttered and murmured was true, 
I was unfit for England; if false, England 
was unfit for me. I withdrew.” His fond- 
ness for the water, and the expectation of 
being free once more, is expressed in the 
third canto of ** Childe Harold :” 


Once more upon the waters, yet once more. 


And farther on, his yearning to behold his 
child once more: 


. “I have taken the Cannabis 
‘Indica as directed, and am happy to 
tell you that I am perfectly. cured of Nasal. 
Catarrh. You were right, my trouble was 
not Consumption, but Catarrh. . 
AMES A. CALDWELL, 
Wabash Avo., Chicago, III. 


Gentlemen: Please find enclosed 830 
for another box of medicine; your remedies 
are doing a great good in this neighborhood. 
The Salve and Pills are gaining great rep- 
utation in curing Rheumatism and 
Constipation ; if you send me some 
circulars I will distribute them. You 
really ought to have an agen cy out here. 

Respectfully, C. M. MEEK, Postmaster. 
Fackson, Amador Co., Cal. 


. With the exact knowledge which the 
Physicians of to-day have, diagnosing. is no 
longer guess work; the poison, the acid, 
the germ, or the cause itself may be clearly 
traced, and the physician at once deter- 
mine his course. Therefore the public has ` 
aguarantee that Dr. H. James’ preparations 
of Hemp are based upon strictly scientific 
principles, with a thorough knowledge of 
the effects of each ingredient separately 
and combined, upon each organ of the 

human system, in either its healthy or its 
| diseased condition. Hence the universal 
satisfaction of this remedy. 

Since the introduction of Dr. H. James' 
preparations into this country the demand 
for them has become so great that we 
are obliged to establish agencies in va- 
rious localities for the accommodation of 
our patients. Ju future this remedy can 
be obtained at the following agencies, or 
at the Home office: . 


Joun D. Park & Son, Cincinnati, O. 

Meyer Bros. DRUG Co., St. Louis, Mo. 

FULLER & FULLER, Chicago, III. 

C. N. Crirronton, New York City. 

RicHARDsON & Co., Omaha, Neb. 

R. A. Rosinson & Co., Louisville, Ky. 

GrorGeE C. Goopwin, Boston, Mass. 

McKzssow & Rossins, New York City. 

GEORGE A. KeLLEY & Co., Pittsburg, Pa. 

PURCELL, Lapp & Co., Richmond, Va. 

| Pinson & Dozier, Atlanta, Ga. 

Noyss Bros. & CUTLER, St. Paul, Minn. 

| I. L. Lyons, New Orleans, La. 

FARRAND, WILLIAMS & Co., Detroit, Mich. 

Gopsz, Pirts & Co., Salt Lake City, Utah. 

C. F. GoonMAN, Omaha, Neb. 

RRV. ALEXIUS  EpELBROCK, President, 

O.S.B., St. John’s University, Collegeville, 
Stearns Co., Minn. f : 


$2.50 per bottle, or three bottles for 86.50. 2 
Pills and Ointment, $1.25 each. 


. Crappock & Co., 1032 Race Street, 
N Philadelphia, Sole Proprietors. À 


| 


VINA FARMER., 


THIRD EDITION. 


My Religious Experience. 
By S. P, Putnam. 
Price, 25 cents. 


— 


OTHER WORKS BY 8. P. PUTNAM. 


The New God. Price, 10 cents. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms 
of Un versology. Price. 20 cents. 


Waifs and Wanderings, A New 
American Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper 
50 cents, ‘A prose epic of the war, rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day."—John Swinton’s Paper. : 


Golden Throne, A Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine 
oreativ spark ia with him: The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words—the transcript of a manly mind. 
Every Liberal should read Golden Throne.“ 
Ingersoll. Price, $1. i 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galiiean Reformer, wherein 
it in showa there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

« Jt 


Prometheus, .A Poem. is 
crammed with Jife, thought, and profound 
emotion, poured forth, it seems to me, with 
extraordinary. beauty."—Dr. Henry W. Bellows. 

, . 


Why Don't He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic poems. Price, 10 cents. Tq 


Adami and Heva. A poetic version 
of the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
which its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 
For all of the above address ` 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New Tory. 


FOR SALE. 
A Farm of 24 Acres. 


Splendidly located. Rich aoil—can raise wheat, 
barley, etc. Orchards produce largely. House; 
barn, and other buildings in first-olass condition. 

called & a model farm.” Within a short dis- 
tance of New Yorkcity. Price reasonab!e on easy 
terms. Owner (an old TRUTH BEEKZRB subscriber) 
retiring on account of old age, dor 
Address . WHITE, 
' : Red Bank, N. J. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Ouring tho Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, 
: 84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


To aid thy mind's development—to watch 
Thy dawn of little joys—to sit and see 

Almost thy very growth—to view thee catch 
Knowledge of objects, wonders yet to thee! 
To hold thee lightly on a gentle knee, 

And print on thy soft cheek a parent’s kiss— 


And again— 


Is thy face like thy mother’s, my fair child? 
Ada! sole daughter of my house and heart! 
When last I saw thy young blue eyes, they 
smiled,  . 
And then we parted—not as now we part, 
But with a hope—— ` 


. Byron’s career ended on the 19th of April; 
1824. He was overtaken by a shower while on 
horseback ; fever set in, which finished his life 
and ended his troubles. He was rather hand- 
some, with curly hair and regular features. 
His only defect was in his right foot, which 
was deformed. Ipa A. BALLOU. 

: — tO 

A Slight Mistake, 


A very long time ago, when I wore pants 
with only one leg—you see the idea of hav- 
ing had to wear dresses is still strongly dis: 
tasteful, and now, as I did in early boyhood, 
it comes easier to say pants withone leg— 
once, when conversation referred to a neigh- 
bor who was the stepfather of a young lad 
working at my father’s. whose name was 
George, the gentleman appeared at the gate, 
and when he knocked upon the door I ran to 
open and admit him, and after he greeted me 
Iran to announce him in the sitting-room, 
and this is what I said: “O papa! George's 
foot father is come,” and I never heard the | 
last of this mistake. . Umorz Jaor. . 


Imported Remedies, or send to us direct, 
naming this paper. gi 


Ask. your druggist for Dr. H. James" mE 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ort Ulusions. By James Sully. 
Two Double 


P. M. BENNETT'S WORKS. 


NI HUMBOLDT “LIBRARY 5 „ 


Four large volumes. With 4 steel-plate ROS Edward Olodd. 


engraving-of the author me I., and No. 61. . Essays. By Richard A. 
each volume illustrated wit forty-seven L I E. TFroctor. 
cuts. Handsomely bound in red cloth, POPULAR SCIENG No. 62. The Religions of the Ancient World. 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- : — : By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, Univ. of Ox- ` 
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Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o¢lock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect - 
uregand discussions. The public cordially invit ed. 


ES By Rig. p, isinacdd, D. D. EL. p. 
Pride $1. 7. Address Tae TRUTH HEEXEB. 


F^ New Zdition, Revised and Enlarged, 
MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 
. BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by . 
BERT G. INGERSOLL. 
pri Oloth; 1. 00; ana 50 cents. American Secular Union, Newark 


Buppliea at spectal Discounts, Branch. 


dress TRUTH SEEKER, 124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7:30. Lecture», debates, and dirons- 

85 afa. yotto. Places New York, sions on all important secular subjects. Pres. 
ident, Henny BIRD; Secretary. Gon BELLE, 


The Newark Liberal League. E: 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at .3.o'clock. at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st.; cor. Market 
st,, Newark, N. J. Lectures and disousgions on 
religious and "social questions. Beats Tres and 


NUM. BERS. IN PREPA RA TION. 


Tear subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
ook’ gent upon receipt of price. 


, Addren - THE TBUTH SEEKER C0. 


everybody welcome, 


: A NINETEHNIHO OENTURY NOVEL. 
: -Preface by: È G. INGERSOLL. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 


For Her Daily d 18'the story of two youn a 
girls and a younger | brother who were lett TUM ésto at this office, | PEO, | 50 u cents. ag. 
osas, mith, Little: money, | felt ouan the ¥ fee "nie 5 E he Im Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 


tion `. 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Reu ord avenue ‘and 
South 3d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 8 P. M., every. 
Sunday. Lectures followed by, discussion. .Plat- 
form free. Charles Monholland, Beoretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D 


the author is also..the heroin, 


ne rotutablehypootite: Iis just ae y i, TÉN NIVERSE. NALYZED 


pur should. expec 


Br JOHN R. KELSO, A. M., Philadelphia Liberal "League 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:80 and 7:30 P. H. for lectures and 
free disougsions on religious and social postions, 
Able speskersinterest the audience, N $. —Trath 

Seekerpublicationsalways on handatcheap raten, 


The Secular Society of: Kent, o., 


à Moots  gemi-monthly, ürst ang third Rundaya at: 
‘many ideas the to hall... All friends. of hu um s 


. productiv of cultivation are eda 


i O., meets j rth 

| days 91 anoe, month af Indepéndent ndr en at 
1080. A. M. Free discussion on‘ "d Liberal subjects 
Bab goriptions to THE TRUTH SEEXER and. Annestt-; 

G. Sinita, Oo: 


cots every. Sunday 
"Princess Opera House, 
Lectures and debates. 
are welcome. 


3 Cosmian. Hymn Book 


ibérs [35 
fidels.” 20 cents. of the Individual. Duties and Bade en E Sow (rA OGLEROTION OF 


Society. Rights of Goverńėnt: ; 
; Paty + Originaland Selected: Hymns Milwaukee, W: 


pet fere ih ( Morde und Musto) Geld meetings. m gunday evening: p ag: 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. | by debates: The Publiy. cotdially invited. Hrs 


chools and the Home., 


Origin,, 


vk 


nv} 

San Franciséo, Caí., ‘Fréethought 
Society 

Meaéta’ every Stinday évoiilnig At: Viio 

Hall. 421 Rost’ Wirbot niin nB 1 0 wbt 

tation is extended to all. Seats Tres. 


ways made to a man’ j an T 
est sentiments: never to 3 : 2 ma t ue os Secular Union 


on Post. * 1 ; ; i š 
on of a really practicable and feasi» | i E i n Mein 
ate greatly in a Mes of the EAT il 1 1 


tic narratiy is rich in its forecas 
ps e CT uke Phe Tell 
NI UI. pr i 
Ü ni " 
deas 8 SC loc 55 


sibilities.—I Boston Traveler. 
2mo, cloth; $1.00; papek 500. 
; H SEER 
£ Palos ine, ‘ounded on the d i de " 
p ai ino, “oan by diio ho destruct M ‘VALERIAN abs i MUT e DEC ETE, Poit 
By A. O. MIDDLETON. | th a map and numerous illustrations byjsi Pros rang Reo Reo n rb seme 


1 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk d 7H MEL 7 e s 
d side 8 DE. n i 
r 


tastes brc EDU 


, 1 oral tb bat i inb TW E rm 
RU RACER ; pee iuda like ours, will y i 01 
make American Ste wind 12 455 15 1 ee It shows, on one hand, the eli tat- | 


bk adjusted, pat. regulator, in silveri u^Woce of newly acquired ambition, 
$11; in 8 onnce coin silver, $16; 4 ourgee, 517 thb other the debasing effects of Beli} í 
1155 e e dee en e e iof e D 
Th eee e e erke An Oper! i ; 4 letter dr b Paine io the ranch Bree || ==" > < . 
VVT ‘ivy treme oe 2 
$ 40 D e „ Wa iy BuRE Ure $2 50), dpi m » Hr Pr "^an " T n 2 pev dimou 5 
b H, much doer than above, full adjusted to cum NON: pee De Ys ee 
‘Old, and position, 16 jwls, and ali modern i.. I. niv Yice- P. 2 * Pro 
ments, nickel movement, cased as Boss, | UEP qu i ALL WINTE UA E 10% Pres- i QHARLES 
6» gilt Io $6 977 92 orn elee in the Can be made easy bv anv enérgetic pei raon, selling * CHAMP: i : 
100 inso COLE guod & watch at the price .| (PRON PASTE STOVE POLISH." No brush rey 
W. 
11 


TOHES, hon Spp est Sa 1 $7; Benge for u to An sra every pog SUP 
ü * es 80 1 a. 
; : 8 9 à í d 7 85 ail a Redi peor one fone or nme niis Aut wei 2s. QA 1 
i TS aer OF MR 5 D ONDE PERRA qot rope eus eut 85 , CHAMPION CO., 46 N. Fourth St., „HM. ran 
C 15 ù . 

1 5 Tersi ior dr, Brids Biway, Ne: 0185: $35; 4505 svete $1000 Per ner: Cay QBUS POST ser ey TU 
à — — e M i not 2) per pont below. regular. pco, 

ep e Win one 

any IDD RINGS: "Plain, chaged, d, mith noa pearls 


AN ANFIDEL- REMEDY, om oe D 55 TIE 
márál fler NG BIN 7 moonbtoness ; l 


d: EÑ] TS 
€ SCA. EE 1 1 nipani i ard 
u turgagise, Solitzireg or combinat 5 1 Mel : as dar: 88. Paine: 
x Y RIES: Fitogers Broa’, Ts 117 5 E. i 7 E à ] j “A £0 “Roscoe 
i ORB: fea spoons, a wea 3 é : Meir ue rid 10. ets Klin a e faga 
‘gol g more bend Ine of ies pin * ou sila 2 ED wastage ey walt dy dared à ET f 
ali rea without glasses 14 inches from nt 30 Gold 2 d. e. tts ngi $e39M fun acre 
healéd canes, $8; $10; $15; $20. Best razor—a| | ş d bade: deno afire the Senate SAT ay 
luxürg—12; Solid silver spoons, $1.70 per ounce. Q ‘plication va reliabli lac hdi dan 2 
Bo ir spoons, silver, 71.25 to $2; Tea acts, E ^s, home tdfefffth ful d 2 ^ 
40; everything in the line of fancy table > « * rections ſor use. if f eet Bol inar and 25 
novelties, plush, and art goods, gold pens, | ` S certainty, no failure ie er ng: 
ent prevaid (except cutlery) subjact to à o State where you's 
cash back. this advertiseme 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Woe 
Rochelle. Ill. ^| ^ A patient writing from Daronpod 

e lists, beautiful cards in colors says: " Your remedy i8 i will 48 
m Pe unt badges Gargerand, [cies what ig said it will p 


1s untold." 


a oara T ame ta anata 5 


AND, STEREO 


athi and cheapest mi 


it RAG de ran qj 
dign, hools, and $1Bidi penses: Li ne TU p 


B 1 9. 
sortment of Views, DA 2 RE |; KAA hrg sa TRP 1 smera Sud Yet onn 


nse. Tor Home Am n and ud 
ALEXANDER VON. MUMEDLUT. 


instructivdv or. 
: 5 : ; i Bites) engravings n .delobrated ‘naturalists 
2 [3 9 E s a "Aná-gend : j ; FR 12x15 inches, AnitableffonHnaming-went- berepatd 
nebel a this offe v Le * i ER; aita So aas Sabe Nee PO otii ene. "Ares THRTBUTHGBERER =: 


Braias moa cde dan H aan capes F ee ae eae fwd a PTE ast 
sR BE HOLAT 


70 


. THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 31. 1801. 


Hews of the Werk.  |WoRLDS SAGES, THINKEBS|QODS AND RELIGIONS|: Gens of Thonght. 


GRORGR KENNAN, the famed Russian trav- 
eler, says: The czar of Russia is a well- 
meaning man, but his judgment is bad, hav- 
ing been narrowed by- his advisers. He 
believes that he is divinely appointed to per- 
secute the Hebrews for having crucified the 
savior, and that he is only fulfilling the com- 
mands in the scripture by so doing.” 


Preems to the Holy 


Biographies of 300 of the Le : 
20 rap Leading Philosophers, 


AND REFORMERS. 


ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., BY D. M. BENNETT. hand of his God; that he can defeat his 


88 Lafayette Place. N. Y. THE TRUTH BEEKEB OO. projects, is to say, that man is stronger than 
. us » his God, that he is the 
arbiter of his will, that 


Coat numbered 1,925,- 


180. 
` WHETHER our repre- 


it depends upon him to 
change his goodness into 
` cruelty, Theology con- 


sentativs in Russia should 


tinually pulls down, with 


remonstrate against the 
Jewish persecution is 
debated. 


one hand, what it erects 
with the.other. If all 
religion is founded upon 


Manx big Russian 
firms. failed last week, 
owing to trade demoral- 
ization caused by expul- 
sion of the Jews. 


. Warr WRITMAR's pa- 
ralysis is approaching 
his heart, and though he 
may liv for years he may 
die at any moment. 


In China the Kola Hui 
secret society has pla- 
carded the walls of Wu- 
chang with announce- 
ments that all mission- 
aries will. be extermi- 
nated. | ciated he 

In Mexico, where at 
present it is impossible 
to get a divorce under 
any circumstances, Juan 
Mateos has introduced a 
divorce bill in the house 
of deputies, which is 
strongly opposed by the 
Catholic church. 


LLX O'Kxzrs, a Cath. 
olic girl of New York, 
quarreled in a religious 
discussion with her Epis- 
copal friend Florence 
Elliott, and a few days 


. & God who is provoked 
and appeased, all relig- 
ion is founded on a pal- 
pable contradiction. — 
D Holbach, 


Ir the Pentateuch is 
not inspired 110 its as- 
tronomy, geology, ge- 
ography, history, or 
philosophy, if it is not 
inspired concerning sla- 
very, polygamy, war, 
law, religious or political 
liberty, or the rights of 
men, women. and, chil. 
dren, what is it inspired : 
in, orabout? The unity 

of God ?—that was be- 
lieved long before Moses 
was born. Special provi- 
dence ?—that has been 
the doctrin of ignorance 
in all ages. The rights 
of property ?—theft was 
always a crime. The 
sacrifice of animals ?— 
that was & custom thou- 
sands of years before a 
Jew existed. The 88- 
credness of life ?—there 
3 hav always been laws 
— against murder. The 


: : wickedness of perjury: 
THE LORD AND SATAN DISCUSS JOB. —truthfulness eri a 


afterward volunteered to And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a ways been a virtue. The 
repare a meal for her, perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil ?—Job i, 8. beauty of chastity !—the 
Into which she intro- LM...  Pentateuch does not 


duced poison. The food 


was taken by three persons, one of whom: 


may die. 
A Few provinces of the Catholic church 


ask that the canonization: of Torquemada, 
ratified by Pius IX. fifteen years ago, be 
revoked, as the saintship of such a man dis- 


graces the church. 


Tux Rev. D. S. Phelan, editor of the West. 
ern Watchman, who keeps up a correspond- 
ence with Rome, says: There is no telling 
at what instant the mob may storm the 
Vatican, assassinate the pope, and desecrate 
the papacy’s possessions.” . 


WiNTEBR began in Russia on the 22d with 
the first sharp frost. 'There are literally 
millions of human beings to whom this frost 
comes as a sentence of death by starvation. 
Although the censors hav forbidden the Rus- 
sian papers to discuss the famin, the Novosti 
ventures the declaration that 20,000,000 creat- 
ures are already without food. i 


THR pope, in a note to the powers, says 
that the recent Pantheon disorders were of 
extreme importance, and insists that it is 
impossible for both the Italian government 
and the papacy to remain in Rome. These 
manifestations, he says, prove the Italian 
government’s intention to sequestrate the 
pope in the Vatican and not allow him free 
communication with the Catholic world. 


Carsotios continue to bluster against 
Italy’s possible appropriation of the Vatiean 
if a non-Italian is elected pope. ‘‘ Whether 
it be an Italian,” they say, or a Frenchman 
or an American on whom the Sacred College 
chooses to confer the sublimest dignity under 
the sun, the Vatican property will be alike 
secure against the robbers of the Quirinal, 
and for à reason which may be summed up 
in one word—fear.” 


THE Ecumenical Methodist conference at 
Washington closed on the 20th. Bishop 
Keener said: “Go home; get rid of this 
doctrin of evolution that puts a bomb at the 
bottom of the Pentateuch and Moses that 
will blow you up if you don’t get rid of it. 
If you can’t get rid of the doctrin get rid of 
the men and the institutions that teach it, no 
matter how dear they are to you. They will 
blow you up if you don't." 


Pere HraomrHz, the Catholic dignitary 
of Paris whose radical utterances hav almost 
severed him from his church, on the 25th 
condemned superstitious abuges, such as the 
Lourdes vision and the Treves coat. He 
made a vehement attack on the pope's tem- 
poral power agitation às inconsistent with his 
priestly office. He said he honored Pope 
Leo for his exemplary virtues and courage, 
but not as a pretender to the possession of 
Italian soil and to the right to enjoy excep- 
tional laws which would recognize him as an 
earthly potentate. Leo was too vigorous a 
diplomatist, who would do wisely to heed 


the will of the Italian people and submit to 


the country’s laws. 


A 
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— teach it. Thou ‘shalt 
worship: no other God ?—that has been the 
burden of all religions.—Zngerso. =: : 


DIS 


bo o 


Ir the Bible is recognized as a human book, 
it wil become of more real value to man. 
Now, it is by many, worshiped ignorantly, 
as a sort of fetich. Others injure their in- 
tellectual powers and lose their common 
‘sense in attempting to make the works of 
different writers in different ages tell one 
‘harmonious story, as though written. by 
one being. Others, who find some repulsiv 
and incredible things in the book, spurn 
the whole, because obliged to consider the 
book asa whole. If they were allowed to 
read the Old Testament asa record of the 
tradition, history, and poetry of a distant 
age, it would become an intelligible, inter- 
esting, and valuable book to them.— Adams. 


Tue strangest feature in the case is this. 
He [the Christian] not only thinks that it is 
prudent and wise on his part to improve his 
prospects of happiness ins future state; he 
considers it the noblest of all virtues. But 
there is no great merit in taking care of one's 
own interests, whether it be in this world or 
thenext. The man who leadsa truly religious 
life in order to go to heaven is not more to 
be admired than the man who leads a regular 
and industrious life in order to make a 
fortune in the city; and the man who en- 
deavors to secure a celestial inheritance by 
going to church, and by reading chapters in. 
the Bible, and by having family prayers, and 
by saying grace in falsetto, with eyes hypo- 
critically closed, is not above the level of 
those who fawn and flatter at oriental courts 
in order to obtain a monopoly or an appoint- 
ment.— Winwood Reade, 


THE books I hav enumerated were canoni- 
cal down till about three hundred and sixty 
years ago. Then a council of Protestant 
divines determined that they were not in the 
handwriting of the Ghost. The heavy ma- 
jority of Christians, however, stil believe 
that they are the work of that ‘‘ comforter” 
and author. I repeat that it is unfortunate 
that the Ghost writes so perplexingly like 
Smith. Why did he not adopt a style of 
his own? He seems to hav no idiosyncrasy. 
Literary talent does not run in the family of 
Bhaddai. The Father himself, amid a great 
deal of thunder and lightning at Sinai, wrote 
a very trite and stupid decalog, the ego- 
tistical burden of which was that they should 
hav no other God except himeelf. A very 
poor affair after so much thunder and light- 
ning!. Then Jerome informs us that the son 
could not write at all, nor read either, I 
should say, from his star-gazing enthusiasm 
and uncultured hallucinations. Then, as to 
the third person,” the Ghost, he has written 
with so little force and character that there 
are literally scores of books over which the: 
learned hav wrangied for ages, unable to 
determin whether they were written by the 
literary member of the Trinity, or by some- 
twopence-halfpenny hack of some ancient. 
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Tur Kansas City correspondent of a Pitts- 
burgh paper claims that although “the laws 
of the state are admirably adapted to sup- 
press all Sunday desecration, yet the officers 
positivly refuse to interfere.” Too sad! too 
bad! 


A Barrer minister in Omaha told this to 
his. congregation the other day: There 
seems to be a wide-spread contempt for G.:d's 
house and services. Apostasy from chureh 
attendance is 8 dominant trait of this city. 
Omaha is driving away her preachers. Sbe 
is driving them away by neglect. In the 
four and a half years of my residence in this 
city many of your best ministers hav gone 
We cannot get a hearing for our savior, and 
we feel that as we hav but once to liv, it is 
our duty to reach as many people as possible, 
and hence, being unable to reach them here, 
we are going where we can get a hearing.” 


THE county court of Green county, Ky., 
has assessed $900 and costs against the 
Louisville and Nashville Railroad Company 
for the violation of the Sunday law, by labor 
done in the repairing of tracks on Sunday; 
and the Frankfort court of appeals, on Octo- 
ber 18th, affirmed the judgment. It is a sig- 
nificant fact, says the American Sentinel 
that the majority of the prosecutions under 
religious laws ar- in the Southern states, and 
that the vote of the board of lady msnagers 
of the World’s Fair in favor of Sunday clos- 
ing would hav gone largely the other way 
had it not been for the Southern members. 
Sam Small and W. F. Crafts also speak 

E] 


boastfully of the attitude of the Southern 
states upon the Sunday law question as being 
unc mpromising for a strict enforcement. 


„Wx are supposed to be a peaceful na- 
tion," writes Col. Theodore A. Dodge, the 
well-known authority on military subjects, 
in the October Forum, ** but we hav bad our 
fair share of strife, foreign and domestic. 
Since the Revolution there hav been wars 
with Eagland and with Mexico, with 
Tripoli and with Algiers; broils with Para- 
guay and Corea, and a gigantic civil war; 
rumors of war with France, Egland, Spain, 
and Italy. There hav been the John Brown 
raid, the Barnbu:ner and Fenian raids to 
Canada, many incursions across the Mexican 
border, and the filibustering expeditions to 
Cuba and Nicaragua. We hav had the 
Whisky and Shays rebellions; the election, 
draft, railroad, reconstruction, and sundry 
serious city riots; we hav had well onto two 
hundred deadly Indian fights and many aw- 
ful massacres. We bav lost more men in 


activ war since 1776 than any nation of Eu- 


rope. This is a startling record for a peace- 
ful nation." 


“I HAV no sympathy for the men who are 
trying to close the World’s Fair on Sunday,” 
says the Rev. Mr Mackay, of Omaha. The 
only valid argument so far advanced in favor 
of its closing is the extra labor devolving on 
the employees and those in charge, but an 
extra force of men will remove this objection. 
F. r the closing of the Fair o» Sundays means 
the exclusion of thousands of poormen. Do 
the men who are advocating such a measure 
realize that there are hundreds of thousands 
of people who cannot afford to loge a day’s 


pay during the week, and that every visit to 
the Fair made by such people meavs a cur- 
tailing of the necessaries of life ? The protest 
against the openi g of the Fair reminds one 
of -what Macaulay said of the Puritans, 
‘That they hated bear-baiting not because 
of the pain it gave the bear, but because of 
the pleasure it gave the spectators.” Keep 
the Sabbatarians away from the Fair on 
Sundays. Let them giv the poor people a 
chance to see the sigh s on that day, their 
day. Let the rich go to church on that day 
in Chicago, but the man whose object was to 
see the Fair, let him not be disappointed.“ 


HERBERT BPzNOER has retracted h's early 
views on woman’s equality with man. He 
says that certain feminin traits incident to 
the maternal and conjugal relations render 
the female sex unsuited for the work of legis- 
lation. Women would incline instinctivly to 
introduce the ethics of the family into the 
ethics of the state, an introduc ion which, if 
extensiv and continuous, would be not only 
injurious, but fatal. The love of the help. 
less, characteristic of the parental instinct, is 
much stronger in women than in men, and 
sways their conduct much more powerfully, 
outside the family as well as inside. It 
would impel them therefore in a still greater 
degree to public actions unduly regardful of 
the inferior as compared with the superior. 
It would prompt them to confer public bene- 
fits notin proportion to deserts, but in pro- 
portion to the absence of deserts, to giv most 
where capacity is least. Süll more then now, 
consequently, would the good which the 
superior hav earned be taken away from 
them forcibly to help the inferior, and still 
more than now would evils which the inferior 


hav brought upon themselvs be shouldered 
on to the superior. 


Givina his reason for engaging in the 
practice of law—which is, to earn money— 
Mr. H. O. Pentecost says: ‘I do not think 
it wise to suffer martyrdom unless one finds 
his happiness that way, &s some persons 
do. It would not contribute to my happi- 
ness to be a martyr. During the last 
few years I hav learned something of the 
character of the class of persons, as a class, in 
whose behalf martyrdom is sometimes 
suffered, and I think they are not worth 
suffering for. A people who will put suf- 
fering on one who tries, and because he 
ries, to make the world a happier place to 
liv in, are not worth suffering for. These 
are very different views from those I once 
held. But I hav learned a few things during 
the last three or four years. I hav not been 
a very apt scholar, but I hav learned. One 
of the lessons I hav learned is that the work- 
ing people, as a class, are in the unfortunate 
position they are in because, as a class, they 
are incapable of being any better off. They 
are wedded to the clergymen and the 
politicians. They will follow a black gown 
and a brass band into slavery, and they 
enjoy their servitude. They like to be 
humbugged, robbed, and ruled; and they 
love the men who humbug, rob, and rule 
them, This is said not of all the working 
people, for there are a growing number of 
whom this is not true, nor to blame those of 
whom it is true, but to describe them. I did 
not know this once. Iknowitnow. When 
I did not know it I was willing to suffer, if 
need be, for the working people. Now that 
I know it, I am not,” v 


ap 
O 
o 
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Communications. 


The Gospel According to John. 
FIFTH AND LAST. 


64. John says nothing about the command of 
Jesus, Go ye therefore and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost;" nothing about the 
signs that should follow them that believe, to 
wit, “In my name shall they cast out devils; they 
shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up 
serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it 
shall not hurt them ; they shall lay hands on the sick 
and they shall recover ;’. nothing about the unbe- 
liever being damned.; nothing even about the dis- 
ciples tarrying at Jerusalem until they should be 
“endowed with power from on high.” On the 
contrary, at the first meeting of the disciples after 
the resurrection, as described by John, that power 
from on high was transmitted to them, when Jesus 
said. Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 

55 Again, after eight days, says John, the disci- 
ples were assembled, and Thomas was there. And 
again Jesus sppeared among them, though the doors 
were shut, saying: “Peace be unto you.” Then, 
turning to Thomas, he said: “Reach hither thy 
finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy 
hand, and thrust it into my side ; and be not faithless, 

but believing.” This was enough. “My Lord and 
my God !" said Thomas. 

56. Here the gospel of John properly ends; for 
the writer adds: 

And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of 
his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these 
are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Meshiha, 
the Son of God; and that believing ye might hav life 
through his name. . 

But apparently some later scribe has added an- 
other chapter, in which is described a third sppear- 
ance of. Jesus, not to the eleven disciples, but to 
seven of them, early in the morning, after they had 
fished all night and caught nothing. This is the first 
intimation in the fourth gospel that any of the 
disciples were fishermen. In the morning they saw 
a man on shore and knew not who he was. “Children, 
hav ye any meat?” inquired the man. “No,” said 
they. Oast the net on the right side of the ship,” 
ssid he, “and ye shall find.“ They. obeyed and were 
not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. Then 
John said to Simon, “It is the Lord ;" and forthwith 
Simon, who was naked, girt his fisher’s coat upon 
him and cast himself into the sea, leaving the rest to 
bring the boat ashore. When they had all landed, 
they saw a fire of coals with fish laid thereon and 

. bread. Jesus said to them, Bring some of the fish 
which ye hav now caught.”. Simon went and drew in 
the net; it contained 153 fishes. ‘‘Oome and dine,” 
said Jesus. “And none of the disciples durst ask 
him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.” 
Jesus distributed the bread and broiled fish among 
them. The dinner (or breakfast) being over, Jesus 
said: “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more 
than these? Simon answered, ‘Ysa, Lord, thou 
knowest that I love thee" Feed my lamba,” said 
Jesus. Again Jesus repeated the question, and again 
Simon made the same answer; and again Jesus said, 
“Feed my sheep." (First it was lambs.) A third 
time the question wss repeated, which grieved Simon, 
and he answered, “ Lord, thou knowest all things; 
thou knowest that I love thee.” Jesus responded, 

Feed my sheep. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, when 
thou wast young thou girdedst thyself and walkedst whither 
thou wouldst; but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch 
forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee 
whither-thou wouldst not. Follow me. 

Then Simon, turning to John, said, ' Lord, and 
what shall this man do?” Jesus answered, “If I 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? 
Follow thou me.” 


Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that 


that disciple should not die; yet Jesus said not unto him, 
* He shall not die,” but,“ If I will that he tarry till I come, 
what is that to thee?” This is the disciple which testifieth 
these things, and wrote these things; and we Know that his 
testimony is true. i 

The testimony of the witnesses who“ hefted" the 
golden plates of the Book of Mormon is a little more 
emphatic, to wit: “And we lie not, God bearing wit- 
ness of it.” . 

Ob, John! why did you not tell us what became 
of Jasus? Why did you drop the curtain without 
exhibiting to us the promised ascension of the Logos 
to his father in heaven? Surely, if anyone witnessed 
that glorious event, you did; for were you not “the 
disciple whom Jesus loved," and to whom he com- 
mended his dear mother, saying: “Woman, behold 
thy son?” You told us that the last words of Jesus 
to Simon were spoken to.signify “by what death 
he should glorify God.” You hav left us in doubt 
whether you yourself were ever going to die. Do 
you want us to believe that you are still a wandering 
Jew, waiting for the advent of the Meshiha ? 

And why, O disciple whom Jesus loved, did you 
fail to notice the transfiguration of your master, a 


most wonderful event, described by the other three 
evangelists as witnessed by yourself, your brother 
James, and Simon Kepha ? 

And why did you giv us go few of the miracles, 
omitting nearly all narrated in the other gospels, 
and describing several which they did not notice ? 

And why did you omit the numerous parables 
spoken by Jesus and recorded by the other evangel- 
ista, who tell us that “without a parable spake he 
not unto them ?” 

In short, why did you giv ua go little of the life 
of Jesus, and that little so different from or con- 
tradictory to the other gospel writers ? 

57. Evidently there was some cause for the abrupt 
and incomplete ending of the fourth gospel ; for the 
writer adds, in conclusion : 

And there are also many other things which Jesus did, 
the which, if they should be written, I suppose that even 
the world itself could not contain the books that should be 
written. 

And this hyperbolical supposition is called plenary 
inspiration ! , 

58. Out of the many irreconcilable discrepancies 
between the fourth gospel and the other three there 
is one that is of vital importance. Was the crucifix- 
ion of Jesus on the great passover-day, as the 
synopties describe it, or on the day before, as de- 
seribed by John? That the synoptic writers were 
wrong is proved by the fact that the Jewish law 
forbade a trial and execution on the great passover- 
day; and the further fact that the passover was 
never allowed to fall on Friday. Therefore, if the 
crucifixion ever tock place, it was on a Friday before 
the passover and the Sabbath as John describes it. 

59. In what year did the crucifixion occur? Ina 
compilation of thirty-two leading authorities, ancient 
and modern, fixing the probable year, the result is 
as follows: a.p. 29, six authorities ; A D. 30, seven; 
A p. 91, four; av. 32, three; A D. 33, eleven; A b. 
34. none; av. 35, one. 

In those successiv years the 
following days: 

AD 29, April 17th, Sunday. 

A D 90. April 7:b, Friday. 

AD 31, March 27th, Monday. N 

Ap 82 April 15 h, Monday. ö 

AD 33, April 6 n, Saturday. 

An 84 April 23d, Friday. 

ap 85, April 13th, Wednesday. 

There may be a variation of a day in some of the 
above years, but no more. 

When the full moon came on Friday, the feast of 


passover fell on the 


‘the passover would be deferred till Saturday, mak- 


ing it “a high day,” as John says. Hence there 
might hav been a trial and execution, according to 
John, on Friday in the year 30, or 33, or 84. The 
first of these years would hav been too early to 
allow a three years’ ministry for Jesus; therefore 
the only possible year, according to John, was a.D 
33 or 84. TUS 
. But opposed to either of these years we hav the 
testimony of the early fathers, Clement of Alexan- 
dria and Tertullian of Carthage, who say that the 
crucifixion was in the fifteenth year of Tiberius 
Cæsar, a D. 29. and the same year is fixed in the re- 
cently discovered Syriac dosuments, supposed to 
belong to the fourth century. The testimony of 
‘Tertullian, however, is invalidated by his assertion 
that March 25h was the day of the crucifixion. 
The full moon of March an 29, was on the 18 h of 
that month, and the next full moon, April 17ib. was 
the time of the passover. Even Friday March 25;b, 
which was seven days after the full moon, was one 
day earlier than the passover ever occurred. 
Furthermore, we hav no doubt that the works of 
Tertullian were forged in the fifteenth century; and 
we are well-nigh convinced that all the writings of 
the so-called early fathers are also modern forgeries. 
60. When was the fourth gospel written? About 
AD. 80, says Doctor Lardner; about 4 b. 130, says 
Doctor Davidson ; probably a little later, say other 
rational critics. The earliest evidence of the exist- 
ence of the four gospels is said to be in the latter 
end of the second century. But if the writings of 
the so-called fathers were forged after the revival of 
learning all this evidencs of the antiquity of the 
gospels is valueless. The learned Jesuit Hardouin 
savs that the work of forgery begen about the year 
1335, when Petrarch found some of Cicero's “ Familiar 
Epistles” and two of his orations. In the next 
century Poggio Bracciolini discovered the entire 
collection of Oicero's “Epistles to Atticus” and 
numerous other Latin works, among which were the 
so-called '* Aunals of Tacitus” and the writings of 
Tertullian. It is now proved that Poggio forged the 
“ Annals of Tacitus” and the probability is that he 
res all the other writings that he pretended 
o find. 
Hardouin, who died in 1729, said that, with the 
exception of the holy scriptures, there were no manu- 
scripts more than four hundred years old. That is 


to say, none older than Petrarch, the first finder of 


ancient manuscripts. And here comes in a suspi- 
cion that even the holy scriptures should not be ex- 
cepted—that is to say, in their presentform. King 
James's translators had no old manuscripts before 


them—only “a Greek text which Erasmus, in 1516, 
and Stephens, in 1550, had formed from manuscripts 
later than the tenth century." So says Tischendorf, 
who claimed to hav discovered in 1844 the oldest of 
all Greek codices of the New Testament. Since the 
sixteenth century," says Tischendorf, * Greek manu- 
scripts hav been discovered of far greater antiquity 
than those of Erasmus and Stephens." And after 
naming the Vatican codex, which first appeared in 
the catalog of 1475, and which, he thinks, may be as 
old as the middle of the fourth century, he claims that 
the codex which he found on Mount Sinai is even a 
little older and may be one of fifty copies which 
Constantine is said to hav ordered in the year 331. 

The next oldest codex is claimed to be the 
Alexandrine, which was brought by the patriarch of 
Constantinople from Alexandria in 1628, and is 
believed by Tischendorf to hav been written about 
the middle of the fifth century. 

But some scholars doubt the great antiquity of 
these three codices of the Now Testament. And it 
is a curious fact that soon after the publication of 
the Sinaitic codex in fac-simile an audacious fellow 
in Europe proclaimed that he wrote the manuscript 
himself ; and his assertion was considered important 
enough to draw forth an elaborate refatation. l 

It msy be that the gospels as we hav them were 
substantially the same in the second, third, and 
fourth centuries, nevertheless there is room for sus- 
picion that the hand of the Benedictine forger may 
‘yet be detected in the oldest codices of the New 
Testament. Not that the nucleus of the gospel 
stories was fabricated in modern times, but if these 
oldest manuscripts shall appear to hav been written 
many centuries later than they purport to be, then 
who knows what alterations and additions may hav 
been made by the transcribers? And what if it 
shall appear that the Sinaitic codex, so mysteriously 
found in & convent on Mount Sinai in 1844, just 
ready to be used for fuel, but saved by the purchase 
money of a Russian emperor in 1859, and the Alex- 
andrine codex, resurrected in Ezypt in 1628 and 
sold to King Charles I. of England, are both 
cunningly devised copies of the Vatican codex, first 
catalogued in 1475 for a Roman library that was 
then only twenty-five years old? 

Leaving the problem of the real age of the oldest 
codices of the New Testament to be solved by our 
successors, we venture to suspect that the fictitious 
story of a Jesus crucified under Pontius Pilate may 
hav been fabricated as late as the fourteenth cent- 


ury. 

But whether the oldest extant codex of the gospel 
tesording to John was written in the fourth or 
fourteenth century, the nucleus of the story of the 
ministry and death of Jesus was probably recorded 
some time before the beginning of the Christian era. 
For the real Jesus was stoned and hanged about the 
year 75 » c., and Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, and 
Malichus, a servant of the high priest Hyreanus, were 
both contemporary with that same Jesus. 

Sepher "Toldoth Jeshu, “Book of the Generation 
of Jesus,” who was born at Bethlehem about the year 
106 Bo, being the son of a betrothed maiden named 
Mary, by Joseph Pandera, probably contains more 
truth concerning the person miscalled Christ than 
ean be gathered from all the four gospels. ; 
ANTICHRIST. 

— + —kU — 
English Notes. 

Dran Truru SRERERS: Some good people seem to 
think that because Mr. Besant has, to a large 
extent, left our platforms, we are, therefore, without 
lady lecturers in the field. "That is not so, however. 
Admittedly Mrs. Besant leaves a big gap in the 
ranks, but we hav still two ladies who are able to 
plead our cause with their sex. The name of one is 
probably known to Americans who read the English 
Freethought papers—I mean Thornton Smith. For 
many years she has been before the public; and 
although she savors a good deal of her stanch friend, 
Mrs. Besant, both in matter and manner, she is none 
the less acceptable in many halle. Her delivery is 
good and her views thoroughly sound from our 
standpoint. Mrs. Smith was at one time secretary 
of the Ball’s Pond Olub. For many years she man- 
‘aged the retail department of the Freethought Pub- 
lishing Company, at 63 Fleet street, and only left it 
after Mr. Bradlaugh's death necessitated the wind-up 
of that ill-starred company. She next figured as 
secretary of the United Damocratic Olub in Chancery 
Lane and is now editor of the Woman's Herald, 
Unfortunately this last occupation prevents her 
being as frequently seen on the platform as hitherto, 
and we can only hope that her plain, forcible way of 
putting Secularism before the masses may not be 
lost to us entirely through her editorial labors. 

The other lady is Mrs. Louisa Samson, who more 
properly should be associated with the Women's Lib- 
eral Federation, for which she has done much lect- 
uring work. Last winter she delivered a capital 
lecture for the Edmonton branch on Why Women 
Should be Sscularists, and she very wisely published 
it in cheap pamphlet form. Mrs. Samson is a vigor- 
ous worker for Freethought in addition to other ugg- 
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ful undertakings, and with her husband infuses new 
life into sickly societies. Qiite recently she presided 
over a conference of the North Middlesex Secular 
Federation, and encouraged the members by giving 
-them sterling advica as to the necessity of safeguard- 
ing their right to speak on common lands. 

Your old contributor, ‘J. D., has just been in to 
ee me. He is suffering from a bad cold, which 
seems unwilling to leave him, “J. D." is not an 
--orator and takes no very activ part in the propa- 
_ ganda, but he isa sound Freethinker sll the same. 
_ I first came in contact with him through your late 
. chieftain, D. M. Bennett, whom he almost worships. 
“J. D. s forte is book-collecting. The amount of 
current literature he takes in is prodigious for a non- 
literary man; and his hobby is to read the scientifis 
, portions, then carefully bind up the numbers and 
`. Store them away in his capacious book-shelvs. By 
this time he must hav some thousands of volumes, 
many of them bound by himself in leisure moments. 

Toward the close of the Mahatma controversy 
in the daily Chronicle, the Rav. J. B. Ooles, of the 
Calcutta University—the energetic “ Number Five” 
—shallenged Mrs. Besant to a public debate on 
Theosophy. Arrangements hav now been made by 
which the debate will take place at St. George's Hall 
on Tuesday, November 10ih. Mr. Coles will argue 
that the historical and esoteric explanation of the 
symbols of the serpent and the cross, as given by 
Madam Blavatsky, is both defectiv and misleading, 
and, therefore, instead of throwing true light upon 
the signs and symbols of ancient and modern relig- 
ions, is calculated to deceive earnest seekers after 
truth.“ Mrs. Besant will argue the reverse, defend- 
ing her dead teacher and the Theosophy which she 
got from her. a! 

Whatever else may be said against Mrs. Besant, it 
must be admitted that it is good to hav all subjects 
investigated and brought home to the comparativly 
thoughtless. For eighteen months Freethinkers hav 
. heard the good lady's expositions and hav so far 


failed to find reasonable grounds for believing her 


extraordinary statements. The main points at issue 
ars (1) that Mrs. Basant apparently expects us to 
adopt her views because she holds them, and (2) that 
' we cannot leí what we believe to be superstitious 
. teachings usurp the place of ordinary Freethought 
lectures upon our central and national platform 
„Apart from this attitude I am glad to see Mrs. 
Besant making a study of occult science, for it will 
make manifest the mysteries and rob it of its charm. 
From Mrs. Besant I hav received many tokens of 
| sympathy in my endeavor to spread Secularism in a 
London suburb. I do not believe she is as selfish as 
some people declare, nor do I believe that she is in 
any degree fraudulent. Her sufferings for Free- 
thought hav told upon her nerves and she is no 
longer the woman she was, though as eloquent as 
ever; and although the public craving for sensation 
hag been gratified by this Theosophic outburst and 
Mrs. Basant has acquired a greater degree of popu 
larity, those of us who knew her at her best as & 
social reformer and Fresthinker cannot see her leave 
the old tracks without feeling that pity which is ever 
"akin to love. PA 

The various subscriptions which hav been floated 
during the past twelve months hav given the funds 
of the National Secular Society a tremendous shak- 
ing, of which the half has not yet been told. The 
rank aud file of our party are decidedly poor, and, on 
the other hand, they are most laudably generous. 
When their gifts are all added together they amount 
to very little more thau the barest necessities of 
their branch require. Therefore, it is to the wealth- 
ier people we hav to look for supplementary funds. 

Sach moneys hav been given also with some degree 
of liberality; but unfortunately for us, such funds 
asthe Bradlaugh Memorial, the Bradisugh Liabili- 
ties, the Oharles Watts start, and so on, added to the 
heavy purchases of books from the Freethought 
Publishing Company before Mr. Bradlaugh's death 
and his library since, hav drawn cff from the National 
Secular Society the very sources of income without 
which if cannot pay its way. A lady who made the 
collection at the Hall of Science last Thursday night 
after the free lecture told me that I would be sur 
prised at the number of half-pennies (cents) which 

' were dropped into the collecting-box. Oa the other 
hand, I was not surprised except to find that they 
were still able to subscribe anything, When will 
our middle classes learn to be as self-sacrificing in the 
cause of truth as our poorer brethren are? 

Last Sunday afternoon I was lecturing at Totten- 
ham, and a saintly lay prescher jumped upon me 
for m squoting a text. That was safe, as I had nota 

: Bible with me, for I was not lecturing on a Bible 
-Bubjeet, But the secretary had a much more useful 
volume in his hand. Mr. G. W. Foote’s “Bible 

Hand- Book is a perfect treasure for an ectempore 
el fresco lecturer; and the book was quickly de- 
manded by an outsider that he might see for himself 
the misquoted (!) text in black and white. Of course 

the charge did not hold. That is by no means the 
-first time that the “Hand-Book” has proved its 
value in argument. The subjects are 80 cleverly 

. grouped and the texts so wisely printed in full, that 


about the Bible on most points without the help of 
a concordance or waste of time in turning from 
chapter to chapter of the ‘sacred ” book. 


the Countryman, a newspaper with a history. It is 
freely distributed and is an engin of Freethought 
advocacy without pretending to be anything of the 
sort. An anonymous party edits the sheet. An old 
fellow trudges about the country for advertisments 
and agents. 
tribution, and at the end of the month all expenses 
are met by the advertisments and thousands of peo- 
ple hav an uninvited taste of Secularism. The fun 


views of the Countryman who would squirm if they 


the lecturer can force home uncomfortable truths 


A Leicester friend has favored me with & copy of 


On publishing days he sees to the dis- 


of the thing is that religious people relish the broad 
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Items of Foreign Freethought News. 
Two new auxiliary societies and five individus! 
members are the additions to the French Free- 
thought Federation for the month past. - 


Sam Sranprina. 


We are pleased to inform our readers that Dr. 
Titus Voelkel is on the sure road to recovery. And 
we hope soon to hear from him in his former paper, 
F'reireligióses Sonntags Blatt. 


The twenty-thousand-franc prize of the Academie 
Francaise has been given to the famous geographer, 
Hlis 6 Reclus, for his New Universal Geography." 
Eliséa Raclus is an outspoken Freethinker, and, like 
all genuin scientists, has no use for a God. 


The famous novel, “ Down With the Weapons,” by 
the Freethinker Bertha von Sutton, has been trans- 
lated into Danish, Norwegian, Datch, and French. Ii 
is decidedly better than Robert Elsmere.” The 
authoress is not afraid to giv her opinions on all 
kinds of “sacred subjects.” 


Statues of Nicholaus Lsnau and Anastasius Grün 
hav been erected on the Schiller square in Vienna, 
through the cfforts of Karl Scherzor, the Freethink- 
ing president of the city committee on monuments. 
Both Lenau and Grün are well-known poets of last 
century, but as they were Freethinkers, justice of 
course was tardy in recognizing their merit. 


The Buddhists in Ceylon sre very xctiv—too much 
80, thinks a writer in the Methodist Times. They 
hav an orphan institution and several schools, the 
educational and moral value of which is such that 
the native are rapidly ceasing to send their children 
to the Christian missionaries. They likewise spread 
Antichristian tracts among the population of the 
island. 


The South Australian Register (May 25'b) an- 
nounces that a very pious lady has willed $80 000 
to the church. Her sister, who is a cripple, wrote 
to the church authorities asking for help, stating 
that she was suffering from hunger. The authorities 
answered that they had received the $80 000 and 
intended to keep every cent. This is practical 
Ohristianity. . 


Fritänkaren will hereafter come out in two edi- 
tions; one will keep the old name, Fritänkaren, 
the other is baptized Zanh Sjelf / (Think for Your- 
self!) The contents of the two papers will be alike, 
only the name separating them. This new venture is 
undertaken that more people can read and become 
acquainted with “our side.” Then it is found that 
very many are being scared away by the old name. 
We hope the scheme will sucseed. 


In France there are several statues erected in 
honor of famous Freethinkers. Those to Etienne 
Dolet and Danton are the latest. Dolet was burnt 
for heresy, Danton executed for patriotiem. The 
Oatholics and conservativs are greatly shocked, but 
the city and state suthorities hav outgrown the 
swaddling clothes of religion. Not so here in the 
Uaited States. Nearly a century has passed and we 
seek in vain for a statue of the patriot and humani- 
tarian Thomas Paine. 


An Italian literatteur and member of the lower 
house of the Italian Uongress writes in an article in 
Nuova Antalogia: “That Atheism progresses 
among the laboring classes, and democracy in the 
cities, are only indications of rebellion against God- 
appointed and ecclesiastical authority. The God in 
whose name the church speaks stands side by side 
with the capitalist. Therefore, if the poor of the 
future shall not hate life, one thing above all is 
necessary: abolish God.” 


Oonsiderable anxiety is expressed in leading Free- 
thought circles, in this country as well as abroad, 
concerning the fate of the Swedish-Finnish Free- 


thought martyr Henry V. Berghell. 
hav left Copenhagen via Hamburg en route for this 
country. This was two months ago, yet he hag 
not been seen in the States. 
of dark business going on between the Danish 
and Russian courts, and it would not be surprising 
to hear that Mr. Berghell has safely arrived at one 
or another of the Siberian mines. 


He is said to 


There is a good deal 


Those of our friends who hav occasion to write to 


Fritänkaren will please address communications to 
Mrs. Anna B. Wicksell, Eagelbrektsgaten, 43 B. 2 tr., 
Stockholm, Sweden. Mrs. Wicksell will occupy the 
place formerly filled by Captain Thomson. 
tend a cordial welcome to our new colaboress, who 
will, among other duties, furnish “ Items of Foreign 
| Freethought News” to the Fritänkaren once every 
month. The address of Captain Thomson is Sur- 
brunsgaten, 35 Stockholm, Sweden. 


We ex- 


Vietor E. 


In Fritänkaren of October 1st 


Lennstrand, in an editorial note, announces that 
our friend Capt. Otto Thomson has retired from 
the management of that journal, and, on behalf of 


Sweden’s Freethinkers, thanks the captain for all 
that he has done for the cause. Oaly few know how 
much the Freethinkers of Sweden owe to Captain 
Thomson. When Freethought was a crime in 
Sweden—when persecution, fines, and imprisonment - 
were the recognitions that a blinded people, a ering- 
ing justice, and a bigoted tyrant gave those who 
above all deserve the thanks of mankind, then Oaptain 
Thomson bravely stood forward in defense of truth 
and liberty. He gave his money, his time, yes, his 
whole person, to the struggling cause. Although an 
old man in years, he seemed endowed with the 
ardor and vitality of youth. He organized, he 
spoke in public, he told the world the story of 
Obristian love and tolerance in Sweden. At last 
persecution abated, but the captain left not his post. 
Ho remained until the ship he had launched, the 
Swedish Freethought movement, was safely in port. 
Now he retires, weary of battle and strife. Younger 
shoulders will hav to tske the burden. But it will 
be difficult to fill his place; for in his person were 
combined capability, experience, and love for the 
work. The Freethivkers of Sweden, without any 
exception, cannot be too thankful to the captain for 
the work he has done, aud we are confident that in 
the hearts of Swedish Freethinkers of generations 
to come there will always be a cheerful, warm 
memory’s corner for the godfather of Freethought 
in Sweden, the Infidel pioneer, Capt. Otto Thomson. 


Gustave NELSON. 
— . —ñ n 


Bewitching by Images. 


Traces of this primitiv superstition are also found 
among civilized people, for Grimm reports that in 
the eleventh century Jews were accused in Europe 
of having killed Bishop Ebergard by a sorcery of the 
kind. They were said to hav made a figure of wax 
representing the bishop, hired a priest to baptize it, 
and put it into the fire. As soon as the wax was 
melted, the bishop was attacked by & mortal disease. 
The famous adventurer, Jacob, chief of the Pastorals, 
in the thirteenth century, seriously believed, as he 
saya in his *Damonology," that the devil taught 
men the art of making images of wax and clay, the 
destruction of which brought on the sickness and 
death of the persons they represented. It was a 
custom in the time of Catherine de Medici to make 
euch figures of wax, and melt them slowly before the 
fire or stab them with needles, in order to bring 
suffering to enemies. This operation was called 
putting a spell upon them. We may also mention 
the opinion of the earlier Obristian writers, who 
believed, according to Draper, that painting sand 
sculpture were interdicted in the scriptures, and 
were consequently evil arts. It may be questioned 
if this opinion did not hav its roots in the idea of 
primitiv peoples that the art of drawing was an 
instrument of sorcery, by means of which one ac- 
quired the power to act upon a person. Mussulmans 
still hav a horror of images, and the Koran forbids 
having one's portrait made and possessing any image 
at all. L. Popoff, in Zhe Popular Science 
Monthly. 


‘We must here repeat what Locke has so strongly 
urged — Define your terms. . . The words 
substantial form were pronounced for two thousand 
years without suggesting the least notion. For 
these, plastic natures hav been substituted, but 
still without anything being gained. A traveler, 
stopped in his way by a torrent, asks a villager on 
the opposit bank to show him the ford. Go to 
the right," shouts the countryman. He takes the 
right and is drowned. The other runs up crying: 
“Oh! how unfortunate! I did not tell him to go to 
his right, but to mine/” The world is full of these 
misunderstandings. How will a Norwegian, when 
reading this formula, Servant of the Servants of 
God, discover that it is the Bishop of Bishops and 
King of Kings who speaks !— Voltaire. 
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American Secular Anion Longress. 


“I Said in My Haste, All Men Are Liars.” 


The shortest and meanes congress ever held by 
the American Secular Union, either as a Union or as 
the National Liberal League, was is; fif eenth annual 
meeting begun and concluded on Saturday, October 
91st, at Philadelphia, R. B. Westbrcok, DD, in 
the chair. It was a Methodist ecumenical council 
on a small ecale. At Syracuse, when the League 
split, there was a good desl of unfairness and 
meanness from the presiding officar and his secretary, 
and some asperity from their opponents, but a 
Presbyterian preacher has decided advantage over 
a college professor, and so far as the reporter's 
acqusintanca with the Union goes, none of its pre- 
vious offioers had been in it with Mr. Westbrook 
and Miss Oraddcek. Most of the mean things were 
said, and in every case started, by them, and their 
reports are buf ill-concealed abuse of the Liberals of 
the country and a defense of Unitarianism. At 
Portsmouth, last year, surface indications showed 
where the iron lay, but owing to their desire to be 
reélected, and the tolerance of those who opposed 
them, they restrained themselvs, Mr. Westbrook 
taking back his threat to resign if he couldn't 
hav hia literary society charter, and Miss Craddock 
subduing her desire to follow her leader, right or 
wrong. This year they had no hope of reélection, 
and they took the Unitarian masks off their faces. 

Long before the congress the cfficers bad logrolled 
a ticket for their succession, and ergaged enough esti- 
mable Philadelphia ladies to be at the congress to 
make a majority of those likely to attend. The ball 
was hired for only one session, it being the evident 
purpose of the conspirators to read their reports, push 
the election through, and adjourn. But owing to 
Mr. Wakeman’s determination to tell the President 
what he thought of him, another two hours was 
added to the life of the Union. The congress was 
in session Jess than four hours, which, considering 
the importance of its annual meetings to the organi- 
zation, was remarkably quick work. At the expira- 
tion of that time the Union was turned over to some 
pecple who did not think enough of it to even 
attend the congress, and who, with one, or perhaps 
two, exceptions, hav no fame outside their own cir- 
cle of friends. The Union is again practically de- 
funct, and it was all done in this way: 

About half past ten there were less than forty 
people in Industrial Hall, some of whom had come 
there to transfer the Union to Chicago, some to see 
if a little life couldn't be put into the organization, 
and some to look on. When the Committee on Cre- 
dentials— Mr. J. F. Foster, of the Boston Ingersoll 
Secular Society, and Mr. Edward O. Wharton, of 
Philadelphia, assisted by the Secretary—read their 
list, the following were found entitled to vote : 

Leonard Geiger, E. M. Macdonald, 
Mrs. Geiger, Capt. Rbt. C. Adams, 
Miss Lillie Geiger, E. C. Wharton, 

E. W. Chamberlain, R. M. Robinson, 


Cynthia Leonard, Ida C. Craddock, 
Huldah H. Gunn, R. B. Westbrook, D. D., 


E. B. Foote, Jr., F. C. Mende, 
E. Schachtel, Mr. —— Taylor, 
C. P. Somerby, Mrs. O'Neil, 


Marie C. Burnier, 

Mrs. Alex. Bremer, 
Thaddeus B. Wakeman, 
Mrs. Ida M. Bachellor, 
F. J. Burnier, 


Mrs. Holcombe, 
Mrs. Stauffer, 
Ritteles Robinson, 
P. Jauncey, 

Mrs. Annie Troth, 


J. F. Foster, Mrs. H. P. Westbrook, 
T. 8. Frisbie, Dr. Lafayette Snyder, 
A. P. Lloyd, Dr. John Kays. 


Some of these, however, were not present, and 
some more who were wished they were not. -After the 
list was rend the President laid his report upon the 
desk and began. The report is a seold at every- 
thing and everybody Liberal and a defense of the 
Prize Manuel against the charge that it teaches 
religion. The report is full of false statements, 
querulous quibbles, petty insinuations, and illogical 
attempts at reasoning. It also stated, or hinted at, 
his determination to elect his successor in Ohicago. 
Here it is in extenso : 


To the Members and Friends of the American Secular Union, 
Present and Absent: 

We say present and absent,” because we know that far 
the larger number are adsent, which is necessarily the case 
every year, but especially so this year, as we hav no attrac- 
tiv program to offer in the way of addresses. : 

** Why did you call the Congress to meet in Philadelphia, 
when we met there only two years ago, and why hav you 
not provided popular addresses for the occasion ?” we may 
be asked. We brie fly answer: Because no other place in- 
` vited us and we had no money to hire a hall, print posters, 
and advertise in the papers, to say nothing of the lack of 
funds to pay for traveling expenses, and to secure the ger- 
vices of popular speakers. The last Congress was a great 
success because our friends at Portsmouth raised $500 for 
expenses and gave us most efficient ccóperation in working 
up an interest. 

And right here we might as well express the opinion that 
a system of voting by proxy should be adopted by the 
American Secular Union, as the wide territory over which 
our members are scattered makes it impracticable for any 
considerable number to assemble in any one place. The 
Northwestern states and the states on the Pacific slope are 
seldom or never represented, although many of our most 
iberal contributors reside in those sections. This plan of 


of some kind. . . - 


voting by proxy at our Congress, giving all of our friends 
an opportunity to vote on the election of officers, and on 
other important questions, was contemplated by the Charter 
and By-Laws offered at the last Congress and rejected—as 
we think—without just reasons. It is more than ever ap- 
parent that our society should be incorporated, for many 
reasons, but principally for the fact that many of our aged 
friends are passing away, who would gladly giv & portion of 
their means could they do so legally. 

The first business to which we giv attention is the failure 
of the Board to appoint Mr. John R. Charlesworth a field 
secretary, as, hastily and without due consideration or re- 
mark, he was recommended by the last Congress. This 
vote of the Congress was accompanied by another equally 
unanimous vote, that the money for his salary of $1,000 
should first be pledged, which not being done, the Board 
had no alternativ but to decline the recommendation. Al- 
though the Board had other good reasons for not making 
the appointment, it is not necessary to enumerate them here. 
Suffice it to say that there was nothing against the moral 
character of Mr. Charlesworth, and no member of the 
Board was influenced by prejudice or other unworthy mo- 
tiv. i 

A proposition was made to appoint Mr. Charles Watts a 
field secretary, and the Board fully believes that it could 
hav raised the money necessary for his salary and expenses ; 
but the opposition of the three principal Freethought pa- 
pers (so. called), one now defunct, and several of the (so- 
ealled) Libera! professional lecturers, and a few others, 
made it expedient to abandon the project. Whether the 
alleged reasons for this opposition were entirely unselfish it 
is not necessary to here express an Opinion. Since those not 
favorable to the employment of Mr. Watts were generally 
in favor of appointing Mr. Charlesworth, it would seem 
that there were special reasons by which they were influ- 
enced. The lecturers seemed to think that the employment 
of one of such remarkable talents, specially indorsed by the 
Union, would giv him undue advantage over other lecturers, 
while the editors seemed to think that his connection with 
the paper, Secular Thought, would giv that paper a certain 
prestige in the competition for public patronage. Why the 
National Society should. not hav a field secretary, when 
several of the state organizations deem it necessary to em- 
ploy one or more, is one of those things hard to understand. 
While the Board, in the interests of peace and harmony, 
gave up their desire to appoint Mr. Watts, they still think 
that they erred in doing so. The result has been that Mr. 
Watts has returned to Er gland, and we are no longer to hav 
his most eloquent snd efficient ccóperation in America. 

It is with great pleasure that we are able to announce the 
publication of the Prize Manuel originated two years ago. 
After examining a large number of manuscripts, the prize 
was divided between Nicholas Paine Gilman, editor of the 
Literary World, and author of a widely-circulated book on 
„ Profi; Sharing," and Edward Payson Jackson, & master 
and professor in the celebrated Boys’ Latin School, of Bos- 
ton. and also a popular author. These gentlemen were paid 
$500 each, and magnanimously agreed to use the money in 
publishing tbeir ersays. This was most fortunate, ag the 
American Secular Union had no money to publish the books, 
and they must hav remained in manuscript but for the gen- 
erosity of the authors. The two productions are published 
in one volume of nearly four hundred pages, under the title 
of ** Conduct as a Fine Art,” and algo published separately 
under the title of ** The Laws of Daily Conduct” (pp. 160), 
and Character Building“ (pp. 280). The books bear the 
imprint of the well-known and respectable publishers of 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co., of Boston and New York. Due 
credit is given to the American Secular Union in the 
preface; and the final proof-sheets were read and in some 
thirga corrected by the Chairman of the Examining Com- 
mittee. It has been demonstrated that the purest principles 
of morality can be taught, without religious dogma, and it is 
believed that Roman Catholics or Protestants, Jews or 
Atheists, Deists or Agnostics can find nothing to criticise in 
‘these two carefully prepared books. They are as well 
adapted to families as to schools, and it is hoped that no 
Freethinker's family will be without. them. We recom- 
mend the two volumes in one (price $1.50). The two single 
volumes come at $1 each. 

The books can be had through booksellers generally, and 
will be furnished anywhere in the United States at publishers’ 
prices, postage free, by the Secretary. It would be easy to 
dilate on the importance of this now accomplished project 
to the American Secular Union, and to the cause of good 
morals generally, but this is not the place. The amount of 
labor that this project has involved was simply immense, 
and has mainly been performed by the President and Secre- 
tary. Can the American Secular Union point to any work 
it bas accomplished in the fifteen years of its existence as 
important and permanent as this? It is believed that the 
books will be largely adopted by families and teachers and 
that the American Secular Union will receive its meed of 
gratitude and praise. Let all Secularists labor to promote 
the circulation of this Manual. 


Some very unjust criticism has been made which can here 
be properly noticed. The mistake of the critic is in not dis- 
tinguishing between religion and religious dogma. Pure 
religion, as defined by Francis E. Abbott, is morality, and 
in this be is backed by Tyndall and Renan. The former 
says: The facts of religious feeling are to me as certain as 
the facts of physics. . . The world will hav a religion 
To yield this sentiment reasonable 
satisfaction is the problem of problems at this hour.” 
While Renan says: Devotion is as natural as egoism to 
true. born men. The organization of devotion is 
religion.” That Messrs. Gilman and Jackson proclaimed 
in the preface of their book that they are friends to relig- 
ion * was no violation of the unsectarian principle, but only 
goes to show that pure morals can be taught without a rec- 
ognition, even by religious people, of any of the dogmas of 
religion. Nor was there any ‘‘ discourtesy” in failing to 
mention the rames of those who contributed the $1,000 
premium. The roll of honor” had been widely published, 
and the premium was paid to the authors by the American 
Secular Union, and not by the individuals who subscribed 
the money. The American Secular Union js fully recog- 
nized, and no more could be expected from the authors, 
who published the essays—with their own money. Instead 
of carping, we should be thankful that the books called forth 
by the American Secular Union are published without & 
dime of expense to the Union, and placed within reach of 
our members at a reasonable price, besides being placed 
within the reach of thousands of others, not in fellowship 
wih our society, but whom we greatly desire to interest in 
true unsectarian morality.. Mr. Jackson says: But besides 
being insulting to good men and to the being whom so many 
good men believe in and worship, the profane man is unut- 
terably vulgar." In the same chapter, in speaking of pagan 


temples, he says: It matters not that the temple he pro. 
fanes is the sanctuary of a pagin religion, that the divinity 
he insults exists only in the imagination of a deluded peo. 
ple." He no more teaches Theism than heathenism, by a 
Simple recognition of a fact well known to everyone. i 

The main question has, we believe, been thus settled in 
the Girard College Will Case, that the purest principles of 
morality can be taught without teaching sectarian dogma, 
and indue time, now near, measures will be adopted to teat 
this matter with the Board of City Trusts, peaceably if pos- 
sible, but through the courts, if necessary. Specific action 
bas been delayed until these essays were ready. The case is 
now in the hands of experienced and wise counselors. 

There is no use in attempting to disguise the fact that 
there is among us a serious difference of opinion as to the 
principles and policy of the American Secular Union. The 
majority of the Board (if not all of them) agree on the writ- 
ten constitution of the society, and especially on Article IV, 
which is as follow a: f 

ARrTIOLE IV—NON. PARTISAN. i : 

“The American Secular Union ia strictly unsectarian and 
non-partisan in both religion and politica, but will use any 
and all honorable means to secure its objects as above 
stated. Itis not either publicly or privately committed to 
the advancement of any system of religious belief or dis- 
belief, but honestly welcomes all persons of whatever faith 
or party to its membership, on the basis of ‘no union of 
church and state.“ The word ‘secular’ ig here used in 
the broadest sense, as applied to the state, and not to any 
system of religion or philosophy.” 

The history of this article is as follows: 

Finding, during the first year of our administration, that 
certain persons were disposed to consider us bound to add to 
our Constitution certain principles of Secular philosophy (a0 
called), and in order to settle this question, we prepared and 
published in all our Liberal papers for more than thirty days 
previous to the Philadelphia Congress in 1889 an amendment 


to the constitution. This proposed amendment the Phila. 


delphia Congress still further amendéd, and unanimously 
adopted. 

Some few—very few—-persons afterward objected to this 
article; but no effort was made to amend or repeal it at the 
Portsmouth Congress. We are satisfied that four fifths. if not 
nine-tenths, of the members of our society are in fa€or of it. 
If it is so unacceptable to members of the Union, why hav 
not the dissatisfied ones brought up the matter in a legal way 
for amendment or modification at one of the succeeding Con- 
gresses, instead of finding fault? : 

In securing a complete separation of church and state, a 
large number of persons of every possible creed, and of no 
creed, can work and are working with great energy. We 
hav now before us a list of patriotic Secular and religious 
societies, all pledged to work for state Secularization. Some 
of these societies are a hundred times larger than our society 
and hav done proportionally more work than we hav ever 

one. i 

The same is true regarding individuals who are members 
of orthodox churches. We do not expect to interest the 
churches as organized bodies ; but they are full of individuals 
who are anxious to ccöperate with us for state Secularization. 
Moreover, many churches in their organized form hav taken 
action for the taxation of churches and the prohibition of 
reading the Bible in the public schools. We need the assist- 
ance of these people, and we cannot secure the legislation we 
desire without their help. Shall we be so narrow, sectarian, 
and bigoted as to drive them away from us? i 

But what is this Secular philosophy for which a few clamor 
so vociferously? It is nothing less than Materialism, pure 
and eimple—nothing more and nothing less It is opp»sition 
to the supernatural and the spiritual. It affirms that thereig 
no God avd no future state of being for mortals. All this 
may be true, but intelligent Freethinkers generally say that 
they do not know. Like Huxley and Ingersoll, they are 
Agnostics. Those who believe in Spirit are thought to out- 
number Materialists à hundred to one, and perhaps more ; 
and they point to learned men not a few who support their 
views. Theists are also very numerous; and distinguished 
Secular philosophers hav distinctly acknowledged that both 
Theists and Spiritualists may be good and consistent Secu- 
larists. Why, then, should we not seek their ccóperation in 
working for state Secularization? We néed their help. We 
can never succeed without them, as our success in securing 
state Secularization depends upon numbers. Now, then, if 
believers in Secular philosophy (that is, Materialism) see fit 
to organize to propagate their peculiar views, they hav a 
perfect right todo so; but they hav no right to force it into 
a society which has for its main object the complete separa- 
tion of church and state. e 

If the American Secular Union is indeed a society for the 
promotion of certain forms of “ecular philosophy, then let it 
say so in so many words. Let it throw off all disguises and 
appear in its true character, and not attempt to macquerade 
under the disguise of state Secularization. This, common 
honesty requires; and nothing less will satisfy intelligent and 
honest friends of truth Moreover, if the great and increas- 
ing number of Liberals, and the uncounted numbers who call 
themselvs by no particular name, cannot be enrolled in our 
ranks on the basis of state Secularization, then we are reck- 
oning without our host. We should at once take our posi- 
tion as a band of Materialists, haul down the flag of No 
union of church and state” as our special ensign, and show 
our true colors. For our part, we are not willing to be a 
party to anv deceit. We are not all believers in this kind of 
Secular philosophy, though, through the mistaken zeal of 
some who hav spoken at our annual meetings, we are natu- 
rally considered such. We cavnot unite a material phi. 
losophy with our one avowed object of state Secularization, 
and, in our judgment, to attempt it is neither honest nor 
honorable. 

When first elected President, I accepted the office pro- 
visionally, and no objection was made to the conditions. It 
was in these words: 

* Regarding the American Secular Union as an organiza- 
tion for the protection and promotion of the principle im. 
plied in its name, and not for the advancement of any dogma 
of religious belief or disbelief, I cordially accept the presi 
dency unanimously tendered me, and publicly pledge mvself 
to resist the encroachments of sacerdotalism, whether Papal 
or Puritan.” Í 

This was sent by telegraph to Pittsburgh; and subse- 
quently I wrote, and promised the utmost firmness and 
diligence in maintaining the demands of Liberalism, and an 
honest conformity to the secular principle upon which our 
government was founded.” 

If the leaders were not satisfied with this provisional ac. 
ceptance, the Pittsburgh Congress should hav said so at 
once, as it was still in session, and the succe:ding Philadel- 
phia Congress should not hav incorporated it in its funda- 
mentallaw. The Freethought papers hav kept up an almost 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 7, 1891. | 709 


Eid " u———PÓP I — 


constant fire unon the President and Secretary, either edito- 
nally or by their correspondente, for not renouncing their wel'- 
known principles, and openly violating the essential provi. 
sions of our constitution. This narrow and extreme policy of 
a few of our members, and notably of some of our Liberal 
papers, has brought tbe American Secular Union where it is 
to-day. Nearly 800 auxiliary societies hav been reduced toa 
dozen, while such men as Francis E. Abbot, B. F. Under. 
wood, and the whole army of the Free Religious Association 
and many others hav been driven from our ranks. Even 
Robert G. Ingersoll has been pushed aside, and for several 

ears has no longer ccdperated with us because of side 
lense that were dragged into the society. 

We hav been under the necessity of communicating with 
Liberals through our Liberal papers, while at the same time 
those papers hav inveighed against the society and its ex- 
ecutiv Officers. Editors of papers hav a perfect right to advo- 
cate their own views; it is nevertheless a fact that they 
should do it in such a way as not to disgust and drive from 
our ranks Theists and Spiritualists and other Freethinkers. 
Theists are said to buy a god and a pig in a poke!” 
God is given a Lashing.” .. . `. God (under certain 
conditions) is the biggest and the meanest villain ever heard 
_ of" and The Christian’s God is a dirty dog!” The same 

style is adopted toward Spiritualists, as they are seldom 
spoken of without a sneer at “spooks” and “spookdom.” 
Now these papers hav a perfect right to be vulgar if they so 
desire, but it is & question whether the American Secular 
Union should make them its organs. Then it should not be 
- forgotten that several of these papers pose before the public 
as Objects cf charity, and thus come in competition with the 
American Secular Union for contributions. The failure of 
Freethought hag done more harm to the cause of Liberalism 
than this journal ever did good. One of our $100 subscrib- 
ers in New England assigns as a reason for not continuing 
his subscription any longer that he lost $1,200 in the Free- 
thought Publishing Company ; while another noble man on 
the Pacific coast has withdrawn from all coóperation with 
Liberals because of this failure. The fact is, the American 
Secular Union should hav an organ of its own, if only a 
little sheet published monthly, or, if need be, quarterly. 
Notwithstanding all the disabilities under which we hav 
labored, the American Secular Union has done well the last 
year. Our Treasurer’s report wil show our gross cash re- 
` ceipts to be $2,181 45, including the money raised by our 
Portsmouth friend for the expenses of the Congress. Many 
of our contributors hav done nobly—giving of their money 
over and over again—and many new subscribers hav been 
enrolled on our books. Though the California State Society 
advised its friends to withhold its contributions until the 
American Secular Union should assume a more aggressiv 
policy, the contribùtiona from that noble state the last year 
av been in excess of the contributions from the state of 
Massachusetts, and even more than our receipts from all New 
England. It will be seen that our contributions are largely 
from the West and the Pacific states; and, at a recent meet- 
ing of the Board, it was understood to be the opinion of those 
resent that the office of the society should be removed to 
hicago, and that the officers should be elected from among 
our friends residing in that city; and, to this end, the Presi- 
dent, Secretary, and Treasurer signified their resdiness to 
withdraw from the field and giv our Western friends the 
helim of our gallant little ship. But whether the headquar- 
ters of the society are removed or not, the President, in the 
‘most positiv terms, declines to be a candidate for re-election. 


The Secretary then attempted to read ber report, 
but as she is suffering from a very unpleasant sore 
throat, she soon called upon a substitute, who tried 
hard to put herself in Miss Oraddock’s place, and 
read with much emphasis and feeling expression. 
With the exception of the business details this 
report is like Mr. Westbrook, D.D.’s. As the plaint 
of a Unitarian lamb which unexpectedly finds itself 
among some Infidel wolves, we print it: 


SEORETARY'S REPORT FOR FIBOAL YEAR NOVEMBER 1, 1890, 
TO NOVEMBER 1, 1891. : 


Mr. President, Fellow.Memb:rs of the American Secular 
Union, and Friends: Your Secretary takes pleasure in once 
more welccming our little band of workers at their annual 
reunion; and she expresses the hope that, although we bay 
come to this Congress for business entirely, we may all of us 
be so ready to join heart and hand in the good cause, that 
the occasion may be one of more than ordinary profit and 
mutual strengthening. 

At the close of last year's Congress, we found ourselvs 
charged: with several things to attend to. Let us take up 
these matters first, before dealing with the work of the pres- 
ent year. 

Perhaps the most important work of all laid out for the 
Board by the Congress was the promulgation of a manifesto 
on the Sunday Opening of the World's Fair. At the first 
meeting of the Board thereafter. held Dec. 14, 1890, Mr. 
T. B. Wakeman and Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., were appointed 
a committee to draft such a manifesto. At the second meet. 
ing O the Board, held March 2. 1891, these gentlemen an- 
nounced that they had not been able to attend to the matter, 
but they promised to hav it ready to present at the following 
board meeting. There hav been several meetings of the 
Board called since then ; but as Messrs. Wakeman and Foote 
hav not been present, not hav they sent us any draft for ap- 
proval by the other members of the Board, we regret to say 
that we hav been unable to carry out the instructions of last 
year’s Congress in this matter. 

The Secretary was, also instructed by last year’s Congress 
to make a specialty of rousing the enthusiasm of auxiliaries. 
This she has faithfully endeavored to do, both by public ap- 
peal through the papers and by personal letters. She regrets 
to state that the results are far from commensurate with 
her efforts. The conviction is beirg forced on her that the 
present auxiliary system of the American Secular Union is an 
almost total failure. The auxiliaries chartered are for the 
most part mere paper organizations, and of little use to the 
National Society, either as financial or as moral] supporters. 
After the charter fee of $5 has been paid in, the new 
auxiliary usually rests on its oars, so far as the National is 
concerned. At most, it may favor us with one or two letters 
afterward. Your Secretary has begged and plead with them 

to let us hav a quarterly report of the work done or attempted 
along the lines of state Secularization. This she has urged, 
not only through the Libera) psp: re, but by letter to every 
auxiliary with which she has corresponded this year, whether 
new or old. The result has been exactly six reports. 

She has also reminded these societies, both through the 
newspaper and by personal letter, of their duty to support 


be found burdensome. A few—a ver — T 
The following is the result: e c 
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If our auxiliaries are of little help to the American Secular 
Union financially, they are of still Jess help in carrying on 
the work of state Secularization. In fact the work which 
these auxiliaries busy themselvs about seems to be chiefly : 
(1) That of an intellectual debating society, where a lecture 
denouncing the evils of Christian superstition is followed by 
similar comments from the members; (2) that of a labor 
reform club. Now, each of these kinds of work has its uses. 
but we respectfully submit that neither of them has to do 
with that state Secularization for which the auxiliary’s charter 
was obtained. Too frequently, moreover, such an auxiliary 
complains bitterly of the persecution to which its members 
are subject for their ** Infidel” views, and finds it impos 
sible ” to interest outsiders in the work of state Seculariza- 
tion. But let us inquire as to how much perauasivness and 
sweetness and tact they hav put forth to win outsiders. Has 
their method of presenting the truths of Liberalism not been 
one rather of fierce, bitter denunciation, rather than of brief, 
tactful argument, calm reason, and gentle persuasion? More- 
over, hav they at all striven to advertise our work? Hav they 
faithfully circulated our pamphlets? Hav they patiently 
sought to lead their orthodox acquaintances toward ‘the 
standing-ground common to the wise and just of all isms— 
b. e., the almost universal desire for religious freedom? Hav 
they zealously endeavored to show that the American Secular 
Union is based upon the platform of mutual tolerance, and 
that it welcomes alike the churched and the unchurched cf 
all isms to this common platform of religious freedom for all ? 
Alas! ye fear that in nearly every case the answer will be 
“ No!” And for this reason also, your Becretary pronounces 
eee A 2n or ihe American Secular Union, as at 

nducted, not only a f 
to the work of the ‘National Society.” p ic LS 

If we are to continue to hav auxiliaries, let us, by all 
means, hav the system thoroughly reorganized. At present, 
your Secretary is in exactly the position of the old Conti- 
nental Congress. She may suggest quarterly contributions, 
but she has no authority to collect them. She may protest 
at the failure of auxiliaries to ccóperate, but she bas no 
55 n make pale ee between the alternative of co- 

. our E 
gest id following blan : y Secretary, therefore, sug. 
et us publicly announce that every auxiliary must fall 
into line with the following requirements within’ say, three 
months after this Congress, or hav its charter revoked. Each 
auxiliary should agree to send.in a quarterly report of work 
done or attempted for state Becularization; also quarterly 
contributions of, say, at least five cents per member. It 
should pledge itself tosome work for the National American 
Secular Union each month. It should circulate our pam. 
phlets, and hold rallies for state Secularization at stated peri- 
ods; and a record of this work should appear on the quarterly 
report sent in to us. At the end of the designated three 
months, we should be authorized to publish a list of those 
auxiliaries who are on the roll of honor as willing to coóper- 
ate with uson the above basis; and we should be authorized 
to announce, then and there, the revocation of the charters 
of all other auxiliaries. Failure to comply with the quarterly 
report and quarterly contribution rule after, say, two suc- 
cessiv lapses, should warrant the Secretary in publishing 
the name of that auxiliary as having been stricken from our 
books. With some such method as this we might hope to 
see the auxiliary system of the American Secular Union be- 
fore long established on a businesslike basis. 

And now as to the work so far accomplished. When it is 
considered against what odds we hav struggled during the 
past year, with dissensions within the Board, a partially 
hostil press, and an almost wholly hostil fraternity of lect- 
urers without, with a long line of non-members and non- 
contributors allowed free shot at us in the newspapers, and 
the consequent withholding of contributions by many of our 
people (who naturally thought these demonstrations an evi- 
dence of disapprobation by the American Secular Union 
members, instead of its being mainly the growling of 
irresponsible outsiders); when these set-backs are all 
considered, we cannot but congratulate ourselvs that we 
hav weathered the storm so successfully. And we want 
right here to thank those noble-hearted Liberals who hav 
come forward again and again with cheering letters and con- 
tributions of money during our monthsof trial. It was your 
encouragement, your substantial help, dear friends, which 
sustained us; and once more we thank you heartily. 

It may not be amiss to bricfly note some of the things 
„ during the past two years of our administra- 

on. 

We hav written ard issued four pamphlets, as follows: 
(1) “ A Few Plain Words Regarding Church Taxation ;" (2) 
“ Bhall the Bible Be Read in Our Public Schools?” both by 
President Westbrook. (8) “ThesArmy of the A BD 

la) on,“ by your Secfetary eer ne ud 

By aflet, suggested by Mr. W. S. Andres, of Ports- 
mouth, written by your Secretary, and slightly modified by 
the Board of Directors. It may not be improper to here 
mention that the entire expense of printing the Army of 
the American Secular. Union” was a donation from your 
Secretary. ot these pamphlets we hav círculated over four 
thousand copies of Church Taxation zu two thousand copies 
„Shall the Bible Be Read in Our Public Schools?“ one thou- 
sand copies ** Army of the American Secular Union," and 
nearly five thousand copies of the ** Flag and Pansy ” leaflet. 
We could hav made use of three times as many had we not 
been so cramped for funds that we were frequently obliged 
to send fewer than we should otherwise hav done, and, in 
many cases, to refuse them a!together. We also printed and 
circulated one thousand ** Official Announcements” during 
January and February, 1890. In addition, we hav sent outa 
varied assortment of other pamphlets, of which the Secretary 
has kept no special account —Remsburg's ** Sabbath Break- 
ing," Washburne’s Sunday and the Sabbath,” fifty copies 
Reynolds's Sunday Laws,” “A Plea for Impartial Taxa- 
tion,” Stevens’s ** God in the State,” **'The Museums in the 
Park: Why they should be kept open on Sunday,” etc., and 
a number of old copies of THe TRUTH BERKER, /nvestigator. 
Freethought. Secular Thought. American Sentinel, Progressive 
Thinker, Freethinker? Magazine, and other publſcations 
which advocate state Secularization. One thousand consti- 
tutions hav also been widely distributed ; and we regret that 
lack of funds has prevented our distributing several thou- 
sands more. 


Catholic church, has been crowned with signal success-— 
pennies, dimes, and even dollars pouring in from all over 
the country. If this were kept up as a regular habit by our 
Liberal friends, we should soon hav, at little expense to in- 
dividuals, a fund which would enable us to do telling work 
to offset the efforts of the God in. the. Constitution party. 
Estimating those opposed to the union of church and state 
(including children who are likely to be trained in the Lib- 
eralism of their parents) as only one in sixty-five—a con- 
fesgedly low estimate— we should hav one million Liberals 
in the United States. If these gave each one cent yearly to 
the Secular Penny Fund, we should hav one million pennies, 
or ten thousand dollars. We trust that our Liberal friends 
will continue to remember the Secular Penny Fund, when 
they desire to help on a great good at but little expense to 
themselvs. 

Of the work of your Secretary as correspondent, modesty . 
forbids more than a passing mention, although that has been 
her chief duty. One must experience, in order to appreciate, 
the need of care in writing to so many correspondents of 
| such widely differing beliefs as exist in our ranks. It is a 
work which calls for all the tact, sympathy, sincerity, and 
geniality that one can muster. 

We fee! safe in asserting that, urder the present adminis- 
tration, the American Secular Union has opened up more 37 
lines of fellowship with workers in various religious denom- 
inations than has been the case for many years psst. On 
the platform of tte Portsmouth Congress, a Jewish rabbi 
and the secretary of the National Religious Liberty Asso- 
ciation joined with us in two eloquent appeals for state Secu- 
larization. The Progressive Thinker—a Spiritualist paper . 
with a large circulation, a paper which refuses charitable 
donations, and is thoroughly self.supporting—has been glad 
to become our organ among the Spiritualists, and has done 
8 splendid work for us in interesting that large and influen- 
tial body of Liberals. Indeed, it is to our Spiritual 
financial distress oft- : 

Even the Christian Statesman, the organ of our God. in- 
the Constitution opponents, we hav persuaded into not only 
treating us with courteous consideration, but into advertis- 
ing our work in several leading editorials. The Unitarian „ 
prese, also, while still fighting shy of us because of the“ 

ercely denunciatory Atheism of some of our members, 
has begun to refer to us briefly. but favorably. A prominent 
Methodist paper has promised us a favorable notice of our 
work before Jong. Our Pennsylvania legislature, which we 
furnished gratis with our Church Taxation” pamphlet, 
was quite stirred up by this same pamphlet. Ovly last week, 
the Philadelphia Press, in a front-page article, explained at 
length the injustice of exempting our churches, and gave the 
amounts of exemption—an article which would ecarcely 
hav been possible two years ago. In a hundred and one 
silent, unob!rusiv ways such as these, the le"ven of the 
American Secular Union is working among citizens of 
position and influence; and it does seem a pity that we 
should be so hampered as we hav been in the good work 
by the lack of funds. 

Last, but not least, we hav our Prize Manual—‘‘ Conduct 
as a Fine Art”—a book which, while calculated to do 
effectiv work against the practice of Bible-reading in the 
public schools, John Wanamaker himeelt is glad to sell by 
the score over his counter, so just, so well written, B0 refined 
and scholarly in language and fair in treatment is the book. 

And now as to what we ought to do in the future, if 
state Secularization and the habit of mental liberty are to 
become our permanent possessions. 

First of all, I would emphasize the need of training the 
young as Freethinkers. Every Liberal club, every auxiliary 
of the American Secular Union ought to be the nucleus fora 
Freethought Sunday-school, where children shall be taught 
to recognize: (1) The evils of superstition ; (2) the duty of 
an upright, clean, cheerful life, backed by such scientific 
training as will make them understand that evolution, and 
not special creation, is the law under which the universe 
works, and that all plants and animals are their cousins by 
blood descent of evolution; (8) the true explanation of the 
Bible as a curious collection of ancient myths, worthy, not 
of ignorant denunciation, but of the most scholarly study of 
the most advanced Liberalism ; (4) the importance of enlist- 
ment in the army of the American Secular Union. This 
matter of making Freethinkers of the young I hav dealt 
with at length in the Freethinkers! Magazine tor July.at the 
year, 80 that I need not occupy your time with more than & 
pissing mention of same, important as I consider this whole 
matter to be. : ; 

Lastly, as an aid both to Freethought work among the 
young and to our society’s work of state Becularization, I 
recommend the publication of an organ of our own, to be 
called, say, the Secularíst, or by any other appropriate title. 
That the American Secular Union should continue, as in the 
past, to rely entirely upon Atheistic and Materialistic papers | 
for reaching the public, however-ably-these papers may be 
conducted, is absurd Moreover, I consider it a violation of 
our constitution, which demands that we shall not favor 
any one sect above another. We hav no more right to favor 
Atheism than we hav to favor extreme Trinitarian Chris- 
tianity. That we shonid adopt our loyal Bpiritualistic. 
helper, the Progressive Thinker, as our exclusiv organ, would 
likewise be a violation of the non-sectarian clause in our 
constitution. That we should make use of both does not 
meet the needs of the case. The Progressive Thinker is too 
activ a journal, and usually too full of its own matter to be 
able to publish our articles as promptly as is desirable ; and 
some of the other papers hav more than once declined to 
publish certain of our communications at all. Moreover, 
we are likely to incur at any moment the adverse criticism 
of the latter over some petty detail. They hav, of course, 
an undeniable right ‘td criticise us adversely, if so inclined, 
just as has any paper; but the journal which claims to be 
an organ of a society is supposed to be pledged to that 
society’s support; and for hostil criticism to appear in its 
columns is, beyond question, a breach of good faith, not to 
say good taste. Since, then, we hav absolutely no true 
organ which fulfils our requirements, it must be evident that 

we need to establish o: e for ourselves. 

But, our friends will exclaim, to establish a paper will 
require thousands of dollars. Not necessarily. 

At present we are a small society, weak financially, and 
there is no reason why we should branch out with an 


tary has written fo 


the National American Secular Union financially. She has T"FfeStHOUgHt pu ‘ood of forty ar. What we need is simply an organ—an organ 
suggested that five cents quarterly per member would not ti Be als 8 lecture before Pzpentiv pipak: (Continued on page 716.) 
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even though be has paid with interest more than the 
original debt. I want you to realize, if you can, that 
it is just as reprehensible to do wrong through the 
agency of government as through the independent. 
action of individuals. Robbery is robbery, and doing 
it by & process of law and calling if protection in no 
way alters its essential qualities. 

The idea of government protection arose, no 
doubt, from the fact that in the childhood of the . 
race, while parents would protect their young, and 
tribes rush to the assistance of their comrades - 
when attacked from foes of other tribes, internal 
strife was allowed until intelligence, born of warfare, |. 
suggested to the chiefs to interfere, hence their power 
the first governmeni—was directed to the control 
and regulation of internal affairs; not for the peoples 
good, but for their own, to strengthen themeelvs : 
by regulating and training their slaves; and as 
government hag evolved from the will of one man 
to that of many, this principle became the main- 


for such supposed offense. We detest it because it 
is the worst enemy of scientific philosophy, barring 
every step of progress or investigation at any cost 
or consequence. We insist upon a most terrific op- 
position to the insertion of the churchly “ God” in 
our Constitution, because it is an unqualified and 
daring attempt to once more cruelly arrogate to 
itself the government of the world as in ancient 
times, making serfs or slaves of us, keeping us in an 
abject state of slavery with the sword, blood, and fire 
if needs be. We protest against the insertion of 
that religious expression, because it means the 


Communications. 


God In the Constitution. 


“God” in the Constitution is one of the subjects 
that are at present agitating the different minds of 
this country. That those persons of a religious turn 
of mind should sanction the attempts of the religious 
leaders to hav such a word inserted in the Constitu- 
tion is a very natural consequence of contagious 
1 tee i cep ini to such insertion, coming 
as it does from Freethinkers, Atheists, Infidele, and , i irfla- 
the like, is also a consequence of the natural laws of 5 oka’ SEE de Gun God ce 
opposition to any infringement of the church on religion in our federal or state governments, and as 
the richts of the state. The insertion of the word | an sot of justice to one and all we iusist that the 
God in its Constitution at once displays the sub- church, its property and ministers, should be taxed 
servience of the state tothe church, which is fanst- | as all the inhabitants of the same land are taxed. 
ically wrong from beginning to end. Man created | The taxation of the church is the amendment that 
religion, and he also created the state. Thus he we insist upon, and that should be inserted, practiced, 


created the two things as radically d.fterent from ; 
one another as a manis from a woman. If the relig- and carried Ges all orar the work dee Manai 


ious adherents insist that God“ should be inserted 
in the Constitution, they may eventually insist that 
in every woman's name there shall bea man's name, 
and in every man’s name a womsn's name. For 
instance: Mary John Louise Harrison; Joseph 
Elizabeth Hemminway. Greater absurdities of re- 
ligious fanaticism were never brought in the world 
to be swallowed by the intellectual throat. Granted 
that we should hav “God” in the Constitution. 
Well, what effect will it hav? What does it mean? 
Who is “God?” What kind of a thing is God? 
Where is God? What beneficial influence has that 
God got? What kind of a phraseology will it giv 
us? What will it be, or what isit, or what does it 
mean, to say “in the name of God?" Well, what 
name? Inserting such a word (as God”), that has 
been so productiv of the most absurd nonsense and 
of so many crimes, will simply be another piece of 
legerdemain of the church—be “to look up” to the 
awfulness of that word, while she, the church, “ will 
lock down, and pick out from your purse the wealth 
therein contained.” Now, the church is one thing and 
the state is another, a great, grand, and more noble 
thing. The state is there to suppress the crimes 
committed through the false doctrins taught by the 
church and not to hesmirch itself with the church’s 
bloody and criminal record. We want nothing else 
in the Constitution than words and names that mean 
something each, and by their grammatical connec- 
tions will mean plenty, and mean, in every specific 
respect, things that everybody knows and under- 
stands. We want no mythological expression, exam- 
ple, or reference. We want facts and nothing 
else but facts, and we do not want the church to 
hav anything to say to us about those facts; ror 
even ever attempt to explain them te us. She is 
incompetent to explain daily fects. For centuries 
past she has taught us delusicns, and now her time 
is up. The idea of parading the most important 
document that we hav, gusranteeing us our lives, 
our property, and our freedom, with a mythological 
expression that has been so many times evolved until 
it is now impossible to say wherefrom or how it has 
sprung, or what it represents or stands for, is an 
insult added to injury on humanity. The word has 
been every time used to signify fear when the re- 
cipient seemed to enjoy the spirit of investigation. 
It has been used as a “false pretense” to extort 
from the weak minds their will, consent, and worldly 
goods. It has never been used to any good advan- 
tage. The savage when he was told by the Christian 
minister that God had made Jesus die to save him, 
took up his club to waylay the minister. A mur- 
derer was about to hang; bis priest told bim to trust 
in God; he answered, “Yes, that’s what I done, 
and here I am with a rope around my neck.” When 
another murderer was about to be lynched, a minis- 
ter was in the crowd to giv him the last comforts of 
religion; the minister advised him to fear notkiag, 
that God would heal his soul; to which the mur- 
derer answered with a curse: “Your God and 
my soul! If there is a God, as you preach, let 
him heal my body now and I'll heal my soul my- 
self" Aud there are millions of such examples. 
The business of the church being to look after and 
save souls, it consequently has no business here. Its 
place is where the souls are. Where they are they 
may hav some use for the preachers and the Gods, 
and most probably no use for any state or United 
States Constitution. Therefore, the church with its 
God in its Constitution, exit. We hav no regard 
whatever for the church nor for the pope down to 
the student of theology go long as they will persist 
in teaching such radically wrong doctrine. We hav 
no respest for the church, because it makes its prin- 
cipal object money under the disguise of an alleged 
religion that bas absolutely no foundation to it. 


to be the first law of nature, and is as applicable to 
institutions as to individuals, and the selfishness of 
governments is even more apparent - than that of in- 
dividuals, inasmuch ag individuals progress in sym- 
pathy, charity, and all kindly feelings, while govern- 
ment is a soulless institution and ever at a stand- 
still. I want you to consider this point; it is the 
most important in my arraignment of government. 
It is to the individual, and individual enterprise, 
‘that I would appeal. It is organizsd individual en- 
terprise that must take the place of government, 
and I want you to distinguish the difference between 
this and government. There is so much confusion 
of thought on the subject. Because a free association 
has an organization, officers, and rules of conduct, 
the assumption is put forth with the utmost confi- - 
dence that they are identical, and yet there is all 
the difference between the two that there is between 
liberty and slavery. The right of eminent domain, 
the corner-stone of government, would be unknown 
in a free association. Compulsory taxation, the 
basia of all government, could never be in a free so- 
ciety. State sovereignty, the all in all of govern- 
ment, could hav no meaning in a state of free indi- 
viduals organized for mutual interests. Aud in such 
an association we might hope for protection on the 
only plan that protection could be honorably ac- 
cepted, mutual and reciprocal. It would not be . 
government, but individual, protection. In such a 
atate all sovereignty would reside in the individual ; 
all taxation would be voluntarily and cheerfully 
paid, because it would. be for value received. It is 
a fallacy to claim that men would object to being 
assessed to pay for actual benefit. Our mutual benefit 
asscciations demonstrate that men cheerfully pay - 
for others’ benefit to secure their own, not only con- 
tribute their money but devote their time and energy 
in building up and furthering the enterprise, the 
officers generally working for nothing but the pleas- 
ure it affords them. Who will assert that these, or 
like organizations, might not include in their sys- 
tems all the functions important to society, without 
any of the authority or compulsion of government? 
No law affecting the people but natural law; no 
officials absorbing the earnings of the. laborer, ex- 
cepting the few whose office requires their continued 
presence—these might be generously paid for their 
time. i 

I do not care to enter into any details of any sys- 
tem of voluntary association; I merely wish to direct — 
your thoughts toward such organization. I believe 
it is entirely practicable for local organizations to 
perform all necessary functions of society which hav - 
been usurped by government and turned to the in- 
terests of one class. 

Our novelists hav turned their attention to build- . 
ing up the future republic, the future common- 
wealth. They hav drawn some beautiful pictures, 
and given us the benefit of much sound reason, 
but I fear there are many principles of human econ- 
omy they hav not taken into consideration. Human 
nature is a complicated sffair, and it is much easier 
to build up human institutions on paper, and dispose 
of individuals like the figures upon a chess-board, 
than it is to move them in real life. To my mind 
all such forecasts are failures. It isa waste of time, 
striving to rend the vail of the future. It is 
better to study the history of the past than to fancy 
events of the future. Let us work in the here and 
ihe now. List us study human nature and draw 
from thence true principles of action. There is one 
feature we may safely predicate of human nature, 
and any movement which fails to fully appreciate and 
provide for this feature must fail of accomplishing 
any real benefit, and this is liberty, the basis of all 
true economy. 

Trust liberty, as a plant ’twill spring 
And thrive in any soil ; 


And nurtured it will surely bring 
The just reward of toil. 


Trust liberty, ’twill enrich the soil 
The more its growth we guard; 

The more we in its harvest toil, 
The more ig our reward. 


Bufalo, N, Y. A. L. Baro. 


— .. — 
Letters to Workingmen. 
PROTEOTION. 

"While money may in reality affect the people's wel- 
fare to a greater extent than any or all other funo.. 
tions of government, yet in the minds of the people 
generally the idea of protection overshadows all 
others. By protection I do not mean that afforded 
home industries by a tariff on foreign goods. I shall 
take up that question later. The superstition of 
money is simply that it must be issued by govern- 
ment to secure its stability and value; but the ides 
of protection is supposed to form the besis and 
about the only excuse for government. We damn 
politicians, the administration, and the inefficiency of 
the laws, yet fall upon our knees in supine reverence 
before government whenever the wizard Protection 
waves his wand. The great mass of the people 
regard government much as the child feels for its 
parente—they want to be cared for, hav their whims 
gratified, their notions of morality and utility put 
into execution. Their government is infallible, or 
will be when they succeed in getting the proper offi. 
cials elected. Yet protection often spoils the child. 
It is all-important to early inculcate a spirit of inde- 
pendence, a self-reliance. "The greatest intellects of 
the world hav evolved from early self-dependencs. 
Thrown upon their own resources they develop a 
strength of character impossible of attaining by the 
pampered child of protection. Protection is a fal 
lacy. Prohibition has for its object the protection 
of the people by closing the saloons and thereby 
removing the temptation to drink. Yet true man- 
hood is developed by meeting and resisting tempta- 
tion. Almost all volitical measures hav protection 
as their chief advertisment, and yet it is the quality 
thet damns them all, for it invariably defeats the 
object which the promoters hav in view. It is the 
reliance upon othere—upon oaths and promises 
instead of asserting the will and independence of 
self—that makes failures of our temperance organi- 
zations. True independence must avoid such associ. 
ations. Infants and unfortunates who cannot exer- 
cise their own faculties need and should receive pro- 
tection ; to others it is oftener a curse than a bless- 
ing. But there is another phase of protection. 
Men are supposed to hav rights and the strong arm 
of the law is needed to see that these rights are 
not invaded. Friends, I think a little study will 
convince you that men hav no rights which govern- 
ments are bound to respect, much less protect. 
Matthew Arnold has said, “ All rights are created by 
law and based on expediency, and sre alterable as 
public advantage may require.” It is the politician 
who is to decide what our rights are and whether it 
be expedient to allow us to exercise those rights. 
Government protects those only to whom it dele- 
gates power. It is not the laborer, it is not the 
great majority, that are protected. It is the capital- 
ist. It is the man who toils not but relies upon bis 
wealth to create more—the speculator, the landlord, 
and the Zend lord that are protected. That is to 
say, government protects those in doing that which 
the humanity of man would never tolerate. Hence 
government protection is simply license. The pro- 
tection the citizen feels is extended to him by gov- 
ernment is merely a superstition identical with that 
which the Christian feels is extended to him by God. 
When we sit down to figure it out—to demonstrate 
its existence in some tangible form—we find no evi- 
dence apart from the assumption that everything 
that is to our benefit is the result of government. 
The principle of protection is not a motiv of govern- 
ment. Protection should defend the weak against 
the strong. Government upholds the strong in 
oppressing the weak. To be sure, it must be done 
on lines sanctioned by government. The highway- 
a man or burglar will be punished if caught, provided 
We entertain a perfect contempt for the church and he does not stand in with the officials. But the 
ita doctrins, because, while it preaches charity and | landlord is assisted to evict & poor tenant who may 
the elevation of humanity, it surrounds itself with | hav paid him in rent more than the value of his prop- 
all the luxuries of this world, aud sanctions crimes | erty. The forces of government rush to bis aid in 
under its doctrins of absolution. We abhor the depriving a poor man of his home, who through mis- 
church because it prohibits the denial of its doctrins| fortune is unable to comply with the conditions he 
sud infietg cruel and relentless pains and ignominy | was obliged to enter into in order to obtain a home, 


spring of the institution. Self-preservation is said . 
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Wrong and Wretched. 


O for a lodge in some vast wilderness, 
Some boundless contiguity of shade, 
Where rumor of oppression and deceit, 
Ok unsuccessful or successful war, 
Might never reach me more!— Cowper. 

So wrote this fine poet; and so must still feel the 
finest specimens of our race. The lover of peace 
must be the lover of purity, since the least thought 
perceives that only the latter can secure the former, 
In his earlier life Cowper looked to Christianity for 
relief—to reform oppressions, to transform swords 
into plowshares and spears into pruning-hooks. 
Sadly disappointed in its hoped-for results, he grew 
disheartened and lost his faith, as he finally had to hia 
health and life. Lamentably, hundreds of, may we 
' not say, the nobler specimens of our kind, from the 

same causes are going the same way. Their logic 
and their common sense oblige them to judge the 
tree by its fruit. Neither our great statesmen, 
orators, or authors hay been or are now getting to 
be members of orthodox churches. Chief Justice 
Taney, who ruled that colored men had no rights 
that white men were bound to respect, was a 
Oatholic, while from Washington down to Lincoln 
rarely do we find a general, president, jurist, or dis- 
tinguished statesman a church-member. Obristianity 
as ‘found in the churches, with the single Quaker 
exception, neither discouraged nor withstood our 
late intestin war. Instead of beating swords into 
plowshares and spears into pruning-hocks, they put 
them to the slaughter of their fellow-oitizens and 
their own church-members!!! Even now we hav 
-churches of the same creeds labeled North” 
and South.” Are these, or indeed the Christian 
system in general, bringing peace on earth and good 
will to men ? 

‘The prevailing orthodox answer is, that though 
not just now, the tree will in time bear the good 
fruit. The early disciples it seems looked hourly for 
the return of their savior, as his promis was left 
them. Large Christian denominations hav con- 
tinued so to look from that day to this. So, confid- 
ing in the promis and the prophets, they hav at 
times sold out their goods or distributed them freely, 
broken up housekeeping, repaired to their churches, 
and, full of expectation, hav watched for their 
savior’s advent, even by night, more intensely than 
do the Methodists watch out the old for the new 
year. And yet sil seems to fail. Instead of the 
good fruit coming it seems to be going. The faith 
and the churches are evidently waning. Sines 
actions speak louder than words and nothing suo- 
ceeds like success, promises and theories ean no 
longer keep up dal ur courage and prosperity. 

As our dreadful war closed the big financial 
question and efforts were made to raise greenbacks 
to par value by resuming specie payments, as the dis- 
cussion on the modus operandi protracted, Mr. Greeley 
would persist in saying, The way to resume ia to re. 
sume.” Sois our world of thcught saying the way 
to remove *' deceit, oppression, and war” is to do it. 
Promises aud hopes are threadbare coming to rags, 

. while according to the Qasker practical life, we must 
at once refrain from these terrible wrongs, or with 
Oowper, long for a vast wilderness for a refuge. 

The immediate commencement of the remedy may 
be at hand. Tae good, the peaceful instruction into 
the Oowper sentiment may at once begin in the 
home and echool. Years ago I argued with teachers 
that the rod was out of place in the school-room. 
As the old dispensation had passed I suggested that 
Solomon's “Spare the rod and spoil the child" 
should go with it. As the use of the rod and other 
barbarous, violent methods had neither improved or 
preserved our children, nothing could be lost by 
laying it aside for at least a trial. Not long after 
this the school board of Nashville, the Oxford of the 
South, prohibited its use 88 a punishment for not 
getting the lesson. Next Ohiesgo took the longer 
step of total prohibition. In each case reports show 
improvement in the pupils. 

In Barton county, Mo., I had occasion some twelve 
years ago to spend & week in one of her villages. A 
non-pretentious gentleman had taken charge of their 
school, spending part of the first day reasoning the 
pupils out of the rod. So long in the minds of their 
non-progressiv parents had it been associated with 
the school that they could sse no way of conducting 
a school without it. But while casting about, linger- 
ing to find some way to dismiss their teacher, their 
children began more and more to respect him and 
keep order. Nearly through the term when I visited 
his school, I was more than gratified at his unprece- 
dented success. 

The rod upon the back can never improve the 
mind or the heart, but must be displaced by appeals 
to reason and sentiment. Let this be done by home 
and school edveation, till no more must we say 
in Cowper's continued lines: 

My ear is pained, 
My soul is sick with every day’s report 
Of wrong and outrage with which earth is filled. 
There is no flesh in man’s obdurate heart— 
It does not feel for man; the natural bond 
Of brotherhood is severed as the flax 
Tost falls asunder at the touch of fire, 


Read “The Task.” ` 

‘To this I may add that, displacing the idea that 
might givs right by the principle of reason and 
kindness, it is unwise to stop at- the half-way house. 
Sir oe the capacity and merits of lower animals are 


being learned, the principle must be extended to 


them. As Bergh earned the respect of all good pao- 
ple by organizing societies in our cities to respect 
them, so is George T. Angel in Boston, by educating 
children, women, and men to treat them so as to 
need no legal protection. An ounce of prevention 


‘outweighs in merit a pound of eure. Professor 


Garner, by the sid of Edisons phonograph, is learn- 
ing the language of the higher species of the falsely 
so-called dumb animale. 

In another issue of Taz Teruras SRERKER it will be 
my pleasure to submit an article ou this new step in 
science. At present I conclude with Byrou’s poem: 

INSORIPTION ON THE MONUMENT OF A NEWFOUNDLAND DOG. 
When some proud son of man returns to earth, 
Unknown to glory, but upheld by birth, 

The sculptor’s art exhausts the pomp of woe, 
In storied urns records who rest below. 

When all is done, upon the tomb is seen, 

Not what he was, but what he should hav been: 
But the poor dog, in life the firmest friend, 

The first to welcome, foremost to defend, 
Whose honest heart is still his master’s own, 
Who labors, fights, livs, breathes for bim alone, 
Unhonored falls, unnoticed all bis worth, 
Denied in heaven the soul he held on earth ; 
While man, vain insect! hopes to be forgiven, 
And claims himself a sole exclusiv heaven. 


O man! thou feeble tenant of an hour, 

Debased by slavery or corrupt by power, 

Who knows thee well must quit thee with disgust, 
Degraded mass of animated dust. i 

Thy love is lust, thy friendship all a cheat, 

Thy smile hypocrisy, thy words deceit ! 

By nature vile, ennobled but by name, 

Each kindred brute might bid thee blush for shame. 


Ye who perchance behold this simple urn, 
Pass on: it honors none you wish to mourn. 
To mark a friend’s remains these stones arise ; 
I never knew but one, and here he lies. 
W. Pegs, K. C. 
— ———————. 
Theosophy as It Is Expounded by Mrs. Besant. 


From the London Standard. 


"Mrs. Besant delivered a lecture last evening on 
“Theosophy and Ocoultism.” 

Mrs. Besant stated that Theosophy came forward 
ss holding the spiritual as opposed to the material 
conception of the universe, but declaring that it 
might be justified to the intellect and demonstrated 
to the reason. Humanity asked for something more 
than the outcome of Agnosticism, which was that 
man climbed upward to fall back in the end; and in 
response to this demand Theosophy came with its 
message of life and immortality, showing that the 
universe was, indeed, a spiritual universe, that man 
was essentially spirit, snd that that spirit was im- 
mortal, eternal, and imperishable, as well as un- 
created. It said to Agnostic science: “Man is an 
organism evolving new powers, new sciences, new 
things for investigation, and what you call un- 
knowable’ is only unknowable to many to-day, but 
which has been already investigated by a few, and is 
not beyond the reach of those who dare to tread au 
unknown path.” Having pointed out that the dis- 
tinction between Theosophy and occultism was that 
the latter was a branch of Theosophy which belonged 
to the more advanced in Theosophic science, Mrs. 
Basant added that, beyond this, Theosophy alleged 
that there were different planes of life, thought, and 
being—namely, the physical, or lower plaues, and 
the spiritual, or higher planes, the latter being de- 
nominated “ astro,’ “ passional,” mental, and so 
ov. The lecturer referred at length to the evidences 
furnished by cases of hypnotism, clairvoyance, eto., 
of the existence of a spiritual or will power capable 
of moving matter, and went on to contend that what 
Theosophists regarded as the higher planes were 
eternal and imperishable. : 

She also stated that one of the doctrins of Theoso- 
phy was that of reincarnation, it being held that the 
eternal spirit came to the earth, incased itself in the 
human form, gathered human knowledge through 
the education of life, and when death arrived, and 
the body was worn out, the immortal principle of 
higher intelligence, or the spirit of man, passed 
through a pericd of rest, and then returned once 
more to earth with the experience already gathered, 
entering upon a new course of human life; thus 
constantly accumulating mental and moral capacities 
by an evolution as natural and orderly as the physical 
evolution, and one that was necessary to explain the 
differences in the intelligence and morality of man. 
Theosophy, she said, further held that there was s 
mental and moral as well as a physical heredity, and 
that there was s principle termed Karma, which 
meant that as humanity sowed so must it reap. 

At the close of the lecture a number of questions, 
written by members of the audience and handed to 
the chairman, were answered by Mre. Besant, whose 
replies may be summarized as follows: The explena- 
tion of how man’s want of all recollection of a 
previous state of existence was to be reconciled with 


a belief in a future state of existence was, roughly, 
that the brain memory belonged to a transient per- 
sonality. To the question whether there was any 
knowledge derived from ascertained facts accessible 
to inquirers in procf of the doctrin of reincarnation, - 
the answer was contained in the suggestion furnished 
by the immense differences, morally and intellectu- 
ally, between human beings, the divergences often ex- 
isting in the case of twins; the numerous eases of 
infant genius, in which there was knowledge such as 
could not hav been acquired in the present state of 
existence. In reply to the question, * Are beasts re- 
incarnated, aud if not, why not?” the answer was 
that the reincarnating principle. passed through all 
the lower stages of existence, including the mineral, 
the plant, and the brute, up to man; that this was a 
process of differentiation, and that gradually this 
principle, which was general and universal, became 
individualized as the physical apparatus became suit- 
able for the manifestation. The reply to the ques- 
tion, Does not Theosophy destroy the intuition 
implanted by God iu every individual?” was that it 
did not destroy, but rather trained that faculty. A 
question as to the origin and use of evil was broadly 
that evil was the persistence of the lower or brute 
nature in the lower planes of humanity. As to 
individual mind, origin, that was derived from the 
universal mind, which, like light, pervaded the 
universe. With regard to the period of reincarnation, 
that varied according to the stage of evolution reached 
by the individual. In reference to prayer, Theoso- . 
phists did not believe in prayer to any object outside 
humanity; she preferred to put it, not as prayer, but 
as the aspiration of a lower to a higher life. Asto 
the theory of a personal God, if by this were meant 
an extra-cosmic God, distinct from the universe, and 
yet infinit, so unphilosophic a couception was not 


part of the Theosophie theory. With reference to 


love, Mrs. Besant stated that she regarded love as 
the great moving force of the world, but it needed 
wisdom to prevent its doing harm. 
i re es 
The Heretics. 

Who are these heretics, and what do they want ? 
They want to elevate society, they desire to 
improve the world morally, they want vice to be 
considered vice, and virtue virtue. They are looked 
upon by some as monsters, but they hav been, and 
are to-day, some of the world’s best men of thought 
and some of the world’s greatest improvers and 
civilizers. Men who were heretics in their time hav 
become the saints of to-day, and many of the Infidels 
of to-day will be regarded as men of the noblest 
thoughts, deepest convictions, and loftiest ideas in 
time to come. Look at the careers of the Adlers, 
the Ingersolls, the Paines, and the men of that type 
and you will learn that they all worked for liberty 
and equality; that they spoke words only that aimed 
at the improvement of the home life; that they 
pleaded for a religion of happiness, and held that 
the end and aim of all life was happiness. 

Thomas Paine, who had the courage to withstand 
the attacks and rebuffs of the entire church, was 
wise enough to proclaim, “The world is my country, 
to do good is my religion.“ I adopt Paine’s mode of 
thought, for he believed in one God and hoped for 
immortality and broke to pieces whatever seemed to 
bim irrational. I do not adopt the mode of thought 
of the ethical culturist and the man who denies not 
nor affirms not the existence of a God, but then I 
can giv them their proper standing and can accord 
to them whatever of value attaches itself to their 
name, because of the geod they are doing to man- 
kind at large. We Jews, too, hav had men who in 
their time were branded with the sneering jibe of 
“ heretic,” men whom we are proud to own to-day. 
According to the ideas of many rabbis to-day there 
are some ministers in the pulpit who deserve to be 
nailed with that appellation, because they hold 
themselvs free to choose whatever of ethics there is 
in tte Bible and discard whatever is grotesque, 
absurd, irrational, and immoral. We hav recently 
heard of several trials in the Obristian church of men 
who hav been arraigned for heresy.. The church 
may put a dark veiling sround the word and be- 
smirch its meaning, but then the man who is bent 
upon some noble mission ought never to care if he 
be thus branded. Rabbi Schanyarber, Baltimore. 

We hope that whenever a Freethinker sees an 


article in his local paper in favor of opening the 
‘World's Fair on Sundays he will mark dt: and 
send a copy to Benjamin Butterworth, secretary 
Board of Directors of World's Fair, Rand. 
McNally building, Chicago, Til., and to John T. 
Dickinson, secretary National Commission of 
World's Fair, at the same address. Let us make 
a vigorous and persistent fight in this matter. Our 
efforts must not slacken till the final decision és 
made, which may not be till 1893. 


——— —— — 
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To the Friends and Subscribers of Freethought. 


I sincerely hope that all who hav supported Free- 
thought in the past will sid the work to which it bas 
been devoted by becoming subscribers to Tar TauTH 
Serre. TAI Teura SzxrxkzR will carry on the work, 
but it needs your ccoperation. It is a means by 
which I can reach you and push on the Pacific coast 
labors. Especially I ask those in arrears.to pay 
what is now due to Tux Trura Szrkks and place 
' their names upon its list as cordial supporters for 
the future. BauvzL P. Purnam. 

— —— al 

Tux Bible Picture Book, we take pleasure in gay- 
ing, is now under way, and will be issued as soon 
this fall as the work can be done and done well. 
The price will be $1, and it will contain a great deal 
for that amount. In renewing for Taz TRUTA SEEKER 
we hope our readers will not forget to inclose the 


dollar for it. 
— . 41 Uäũ—: — 


An Attempted Revival of Bigotry. 

How little the Christians care for any law which 
conflicts with their own desires is seen by the 
attempt to restore the Bible to the public schools of 
Wisconsin, notwithstanding the decision that its use 
is unconstitutional. The claim of the Obristians 
now is that by keeping the Bible out of the schools 
the foundations of Infidelity will be laid. 

The Progresstv Age, which brings the news, thinks 
that the clergymen who are responsible for the new 
movement pass but a sorry compliment upon the 
influence of the home, Sunday-sachool, and the 
church, when they aver that excluding the Bibie 
from an institution that is not engaged in theologica! 
or anti-theological teaching, can wreck the common. 
wealth in a Obristian civilization. How, it asks, wil) 
the public schools lay the foundation for Infidelity 
when they leave untouched the subject of religion ? 
If the church with its zealous ministry, and the 
Sunday-schools with their thousands of activ workers, 
and the myriad of homes in this country, cannot 
save the people from Infidelity, it is a clear case 
establishing the inefficiency cf Ohristian institutions 
of the country, and indeed it amounts to an impeach- 
ment of Ohristianity as interpreted by the followers 
of Ohrist. 

We do not think that even the ministers would 
claim that the commonwealth would be wrecked by 
Infidelity. What they fear is that they themselvs 
would be cut of a job in the next generation if the 
children are not taught to be religious, which means, 
when interpreted, to support the preachers. Unless 
children are brought up to do this as a duty not to 
be neglected, they will be apt to neglect it. 
Reverence for the Bible must be preserved, which 

leads to a reverence for ita expounders, and although 


but few men nowadays account the minister as of | were before the public a daily newspaper of this city 


much importance, yet early training compels his 
support as one of the institutions of society. In the 
country even, where but little is heard of theological 
progress and where the old traditions are powerful, 
the population ig divided into men, women, and 
the ministers, while the contributions are regularly 
made and the pew-rents paid. It is to train the 
children in the same ruts that the effort to put the 
Bible back into the schools is made. It is for the 
protection of a business. The clergyconceive them- 
selvs to hav vested interests which were disturbed 
by the recent decision of the Wisconsin supreme 
court. 

The clergy, however, seem to learn little and to 
profit nothing by the lessons of history. When this 
country was settied church and state were united. 
The clergy owned the towns. A man must bea 
church-member before he could vote. The minister 
was the magistrate’s keeper. Tithes were collected 
by law. Scoffers at the clergy were punished as 
blasphemers. People who did not attend church 
were fined. Sabbath breakers were put in the 
stocks. The clergy had a monopoly of Sunday and 
fenced it around with impassable restrictions. The 
people were practically their slaves. 

After a while the people objected. The Baptists 
okjected to supporting the Congregational church. 
The Quakers were tired of being whipped and 
hanged. It got so that a man could vote even if he 
did not go to church. The minister was pushed cff 
the magistrate’s bench. The people found out that 
the clergyman was not God. Then once in a while 
they took a walk on Sunday, and were not struck 
dead. So they separated church and state and filed 
the decree of divorce in their state constitutions. 
All they left to the preachers is a few Sunday laws, 
an occasional blasphemy law, aud the Bible in the 
schools. But the sects fought, and so sectarianism 
was forbidden in state institutions. This pleased 
the clergy until it was found by the Wisconsin court 
that the Bible itself is sectarian, and must go, when 
they announce their determination to restore the old 
order of things in that state. Simultaneously their 
brethren all over the country clamor for the enforce- 
ment of the Sunday laws. It is the beginning of an 
effort to bring back colonial days, and it is in 
making such an effort, and in thinking it practicable 
or even possible, that the clergy show poor judg- 
ment. Temporarily they may get the Bible into the 
schools; spaemodically they may enforce a Sunday 
law, but the great mass of the people hav gone 
away beyond those days and will not submit with 
patience to their recall. The clergy now should ac 
cept what they get and be thankful. They should 
go along quietly and unobtrusivly, for if they make 
too much noise and call attention to themselvs too 
violently the people will finish the work our ances- 
tors begun, and let the ministerial tubs stand en- 
tirely upon their own bottoms—with no Sunday 
iaws and no Bible in the schools. The tendency is 


most certainly that way. 
— 1 —äA4̃6ĩʃ̃—.!k 


The Servitude of Catholic Priests, 

A few years ago aconsiderable stir was made as to 
the rightfulness or wrongfulness, from a social polit- 
ical-economy standpoint, of private ownership of 
land. Strangely enough, a Catholic priest became in- 
terested in the question, and because he rejected the 
traditional view he was ircontinently ejected from 
his church. Expelling Dr. McGlynn, however, did 
not close the diecussion, and tke head of the Catholic 
church, one Mr. Pecci, P.P., of Rome, Italy, has pub 
üshed what is called an encyclical—that is, a letter to 
« great many—defining the position of the church on 
the question of private ownership of land. 

Mr. Henry George, being the gentleman who con 
tributed largely to the agitation resulting in Dr. 
McGlynn’s dismissal from service, felt it incumbent 
upon himself to answer Mr. Pecci, and show how 
private ownership of land, in the ordinary sense, iè ali 
wrong, but becomes all right when the rental value 
is taken as taxes. But the merits of this contro. 
versy between Mr. Pecci and Mr. George are not per- 
tinent fo these observations. That to which we 
are now calling attention is the abject servitude of the 
priests to Mr. Pecci, as representativ of the Catholic 
church. 

The Rev. Mr. Ducey, Roman Oatholic priest, is a 
friend to Dr. McGiynn and also to Mr. George. 
When Mr. Pecei's encyclical and Mr. George's reply 


sought and obtained the views of various priests as 
to who beat in the dispute, and afterward sought 
the opinion of Father Ducsy—though there is no 
evidence that Mr. Dacey, like too many priests, is a 
father in other than a spiritual sense—upon these 
views, which may be learned from Mr. Dacey's reply 
to the reporter's interrogatories, as follows: 

** If the reporta in this day's Herald are correctly given I 
am very much pained with the interview. They place the 
enlightening authority of the great Catholic body in an 
ignorant and ridiculous position. My own opinion on 
reviewing the articles in the Herald is this: A writes an 


article, B answers A's article; C, D, F, et al. are asked their 


opinion about A and B, and they answer, A is right because 
we think so. B is a fool for daring to hav any opinion of his 
own. 

1 These gentlemen are placing the authority of the Catholic 
church in a false position, and the Catholic body will regret 
their presumption. I respect the utterances of the head of 
my church. I do not think I can in good judgment, good 
sense, or good taste assume the position of an interpreter or 
a critic of the holy father. Mr. George is not a member of 
my church. I hav not had time to study Mr. George’s an, 
swer to the encyclical of the holy father. I shall read and 
study it as soon as possible. If I find good and perfec, 
thoughts in Mr. George’s writings I shall thank God for it, 
and I shall utilize these thoughts for God’s honor and glory 
and the happiness of my fellow-men.” 

Mr. Pecci, as head of the Romau Oatholic church, 
keeps assistants all around—a sort of foremen to boss 
the common workers—and in this city his foreman is 
Archbishop Mike Oorrigan, son of a Newark liquor- 
dealer. Mr. Oorrigan was displeased with this 
flippant reference to the pope ag “A,” which letter 
is on a level with “B,” meaning Mr. George, and 
also with “O,” “D”? “F” etc, meaning some 
comparativly unimportant priests, and he told a 
reporter that “if Father Dacey had thought for 
an instant of the character of the encyclical he 
would hav avoided the error he committed. He 
seems,” added Michael, “for the moment to hav 
lost sight of the fact that the holy father is the 
teacher, and every Catholic must regard him as 
the supreme earthly authority. The holy father hav- 
ing advanced in the encyclical the doctrin of private 
property in land, it became the duty of everyone in 
the church to accept it un questioningly. There is no 
other view to be taken, no matter what any man may 
write. It is just like a well-established doctrin laid 
down in the holy scriptures, and it is to be followed 
jast as closely and unquestioningly by all those who 
believe in the holy oburch.“ 

So Michael called Mr. Dacey up to the desk and 


told him he could take back what he said about “A” - 


and the other letters of the alphabet or he could put 
on his hat and coat and follow Mr. McGlynn out 
into the cold world. And Mr. Dacey thereupon got 
down upon his marrowbones and wrote this com- 
munication to the newspaper which interviewed him: 


„TO RE Eprrok cr THE HzzALD: I am informed by the 
most reverend archbishop of New York, under whose ad- 
ministration and jurisdiction I serve ss a priest of the Cath- 
olic church, hat so much of my interview as was published 
in the Herald of Oct. 20, 1891, has been interpreted as dis- 
respectful to the authority of the holy see, and that in the 
illustration A, B, C, D et al., A was the holy father and Ba 
gentleman who has answered the holy father. 

t I greatly regret to receive this information, and I deem it 
my duty as a matter of self-respect and honor t correct the 
fault and wrong attributed to me. 

** Did I not hav perfect loyalty to the holy see and to the 
authority of the archbishop of New York, who holds his 
authority and jurisdiction through and from the holy see, I 
would not consent to hold my position for an instant. I re- 
fused to say any word in judgment or criticism on the holy 
father’s letter, and I believed I had so expressed myself to. 
your reporter. 

„The holy father is the head of my church and I am his 
subordinate officer. I refused to pass judgment on the 
gentleman who answered his letter for the reason that he ig 
not amember of the Catholic church. I emphatically dis. 
claim that I intended A to mean the holy father and B to 
mean & gentleman who might answer any utterance of the 
holy father. As a Catholic and a priest I must accept and 
reccgnize the holy father as the authorized teacher of the 
faith and morals committed to the church by Jesus Christ. 

* I could not think of placing any person in a position of 
parallel authority and dignity with the head of my church, 
for this would be to set up an anti-pope in the place of God's 
appointed teacher. The most reverend archbishop has 
directed me to send this communication to your paper, and 
I do so most willingly for the purpose of correcting any 
misinterpretation of my interview. 

J trust you will giv this letter the same prominence in 
the Herald that you gave to my interview published in your 
paper October 20.h. THomas 1 Dockx. 

** October 24, 1891. Rector of St. Leo'8 church.” 

Michael is now satisfied. Mr. P. coi also may be 


presumed to be placated. The incident shows that 


D 
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the gang of laborers for the Roman Oatholic church 
is. well in hand, and can be controled to any extent. 
From an administrativy standpoint the discharge of 
Dr. McGlynn was wise. TRR TzurH Szzxzr remarked 
at the time that the archbishop would shortly hav 
every priest in the diocese on the ground licking 
the dust from his boots, as representativ of the 
pope, and the retirement of Priest Birdsall to a 
country parish and the abject humbling of Mr. 
Dacey prove us to hav been a prophet. There are 
no cakes and ale for a priest outside bis church, and 
cakes and ale are favorit food with the Roman Oath- 


olic clergy. 
— E MÀ 


Promis and Performance. 


The people who paid the money for the prizes for 
the Manual of Morals published with a slight refer- 
ence to the American Secular Union in its preface, 
desired a book which should “instruct children and 
youth in the purest principles of morality without 
inculcating religious doctrins,” and the committee 
promised such a book. On page 142 is this: 

„With Wordsworth we join in the petition: 

** To humbler functions, awful Power! 
Icall thee: I myself commend 
Unto thy guidance from this hour; 
Oh, let my weakness hav an end! 
Giv unto me, made lowly wise, 
The spirit of self sacrifice ; 
The confidence of reason giv ; 
And in the light of truth thy Bondman let me liv.’” 

Oa page 154, by another author than the one who 
quoted Wordsworth, is this definition of honor: 
* My good boy is truthfal not because he is afraid 
of the penalty that might follow if he were detected 
in a lie, but because he loathes a lie with his whole 

- soul: the very thought of it makes his lip curl with 
scorn.” . 
The good boy's lips are not the only lips which 


curl, 
— 8-4 —ùZUùEüäUͥ h — 


Is There Sach a Thing! 

Is thera such a thing as an honest editor of a re- 
ligious paper? The Zndependent says that the say- 
ing, “There is no good Indian but a dead Indian,” 
is “an Infidel cry.” 

Which is a lie. 

The Christian Advocate says of James Parton 
that “ his religious principles were not settled.” 

Which is another and abominable perversion of 
the truth. James Parton was a settled Infidel. He 
knew just what he thought and believed and knew 
on the subject of religion. i 

Diogenes would certainly avoid the sanctums of 
religious journals were he to continue his search 
to-day. 


— — — — 

We hope that whenever a Freethinker sees an 
article in his local paper in favor of opening the 
World's Fair on Sundays he will mark it and 
. send a copy to Benjamin Butterworth, secretary 
Board of Directors of Worlds Fair, Rand 
McNally building, Chicago, Ill, and to John T. 
Dickinson, secretary National Commission of 
World's Fair, at the same address. Let us make 
a vigorous and persistent fight in this matter. Our 
efforts must not slacken till the final decision is 
made, which may not be till 1893. 


Tue Wellington Monthly Record and Review relates that 
in a New Zealand court lately, a boy of thirteen refused to 
recognize the Bible provided for witnesses. He could no: 
undertake to speak the truth unless sworn on a particular 
version. A copy was hard to fiad, but at last a perspiring 
Official entered bearing a ponderous family Bible, with 
plates, notes, and the rest of the extraneous rubbish to be 
found in the volumes hawked round by the book fiend—and 
then the fastidious child was able to testify, with a clear 
conscience, tha; he knew nothing about the matter before 
the court. In recording this exceptional exhibition of 
ignorance and bigotry, a contemporary remarks (surely iv 
sarcasm) that the boy's conscientious scruples did honor to 
his training. The silliness of using a holy“ book in 
courts is farther shown by another paragraph in the same 
journal. In a gold-field township in the south, it is recorded 
no Bible at all could be found, and the court copy had gone 
amissing. Time being precious, a volume of interest tables 
was rushed in, and did duty, none of the witnesses having 
the curiosity to open the book. As the Bible of the com 
mercial world, it was not without a certain fitness where 
civil issues were involved. A still stranger instance is 
among the traditions of the magistrate’s court in Welling. 
ton. For many years all the oaths were taken on an old 
Johnson's dictionary. It was all through an absurdly sensi- 
tiv witness, who declared that no oath could bind him unless 
there was & cross on the book. It so happened that the 
court Bible and dictionary were similar in size and outward 


form—both bound in red calf, old, shabby, and ink-splashed. 
The clerk hastily took the book—the wrong one, of course— 
bound it with red tape arranged crosswise, like a parcel by 
registered mail, sealed it securely, and the deponent was 
satisfied. Succeeding witnesses could not open the volume, 
even if they so desired, and for twelve or fourteen years 
until the tape wore out and gave way—it answered every 


purpose. . 
— — — — 


News and Notes. 


Stockton is quite a banner town of Liberalism 
when once the forces are in motion. The meetings 
here hav been successful. The hall has beer 
crowded, and extensiv reports hav been published in 
the daily papers, which add much more to the irfla- 
ence of the lectures. The Liberal League of Stcck- 
ton is one of the oldest in the country. Its Paine 
celebrations hav been remarkable for their popularity. 
The League has given $500 worth of excellent scien- 
tific and Libera! books to the public library. These 
books were not only well received, but the city 
council passed a vote of thanks for the valuable gift. 

I gave the first two lectures in Turn Verein Hall. 
The Turn Vereins bere are radical, and do not pro- 
pose to be under the surveillance of the churcb. 
When the Fourth of July comes on a Sunday they 
celebrate it with eclat. While they hav no objection 
to the Christians sttending prayer-meeting, they 
themeelvs wander off to the delightful picnic on the 
venerable day of the sun. They heartily respond to 
all the demands of Liberalism. 

There was a little debate at the end of the second 
lecture. The R:v. Mr. Cuddy is a free lance Chris- 
tian. He does not belong to any church. He repu 
diates the Rev.“ I believe he calls himself Evan- 
gelist simply. He is not quite orthodox—for he 
egrees with me on the Sanday question, and opposes 
chaplaincies and also any union of church and 
state. At the time when he was chaplain of 
the legislature of Arizona a few years ago he 
achieved a national reputation by refusing the 
salary attached to his position. I guess he is the 
only chaplain who ever prayed for nothing when he 
could get wages for it, so I think he is honest in his 
religious views. I leetured on the Bible, and he did 
‘not accept my criticisms. He thought I did not 
ac ffiia'ently study the context. The “context” is the 
favorit refuge of the theologiens when they hav s 
bard text to tarkle. When I quoted “Blessed be ye 
poor!“ Mr. Onddy said it was not 80, but “ poor in 
spirit.” I told him the “poor in spirit” text was iv 
Matthew, while the text I quoted was in Luke, just 
as I gave if, and taught the blessing of poverty. It 
seems my friend has not searched the scriptures 
thoroughly. The debate added to the interest of the 
lecture. It threw in the side-lights, which are al- 
ways attractiv in a discussion, The large audience 
evidently enjoyed the conflict of opinion, which was 
carried on without any bitterness of spirit. 

The name of Stockton now floats upon every wind 
under the whole heavens, for one of the greatest feats 
of history has occurred on its splendid race course. 
Sunol has beaten the record at 2.084. It was on the 
kite shaped track, which, it is understood, is more 
favorable than the regulation circular course; but I 
guess Sunol will stand to his record on any track. 
Stockton has one of the finest race-eourses on the 
continent. The kite-shapsd track and the circuler 
cross each other, and the road is simply elegant. 
This is the only kite-sbaped track in the country, I 
understand, with the exception of the one at Inde. 
pendence, Iowa. I had the pleasure of going over 
this track with Mr. J. C. Gage, and of looking upo?: 
that marvel of hore: flesh, Sunol. But Sunol is now 
surpassed by Arion. a two-year-old, who broke the 
world’s record at 2:14} This beats Sunol’s two-year- 
ald record. Arion could not be bought to-day for 
$100,000. Bellbird also broke the world’s yearling 
recorda 2 264 All three of these magnificent horse- 
ere at Stockton, and I hed a good look at them; 
also Palo A to and S:amboul, through the kindnese 
^f Mr. W. H. Parker, the owner of Commander, s 
horse of the same breed as the Eectioneer. Stockton 
rivals the world with its tournament of noble horses, 
and the bright air of California seems to be an ex- 
hilaratiag tonic to the flying coursers. 

Stockton algo is destined to be the Minneapolis 
ef the coast. Twoof the greatest valleys in the 
world stretch away on either side of it—the Sacra. 
mento valley, two hundred milea to the north, and 
San Joaquin valley, two hundred miles to the south. 
There sre large lumber mills at Stockton snd the 
biggest flour mill in the state, that of the Farmers’ 
Union. It is an imposing structure, and from its 
top a splendid extent of country is open clear to the 
glittering mountains a hundred miles away. The 
capacity of this mill is three thousand barrels a day. 
It can be increased to five and six thousand barrels. 
With W. F. Freeman and the superintendent, Mr. 
Oook, I exsmined its new and ponderous machinery, 
doing work ss delicately as a lady's finger and 
sweeping on like the power of an earttqueke. This 
vast building, with ite outfit, cost $200000. Beside 
this mill are the Crown mills, with a capacity of 
fifteen hundred barrels, and the Sperry mills, with a 
capacity of two thousand. 


Saturday, W. F. Freeman drove me out to West 
Winery, a big establishment for the production of 
California wines. Through the politeness of Mr. 
West, Jr., I saw in this vast factory the grapes dig- 
tilled into sparkling juice. Already this year they 
hav taken in three thousand tons of grapes. The 
grapes are shipped from as far as Fresno to this 
point. The prices are from eight to ten dollars a 
ton. This is an ^ cff year,” I understand, for the 
grapes and most of the fruits of California. The 
quantity is not so large, nor the quality so good, as 
usual The wheat crop, however, is immense. 
Boats and sbips arealso built at Stockton. Maurice 
Freeman and his “pard,” Harry Baldwin, hav just 
completed a little boat, made mostly with a jack- 
knife and some other tools, and it presents a beautiful 
appearance upon the waters, and sweeps gaily and 
proudly on. It was launched October 24th—memo- 
rable epoch. Long may it wave! 


Stockton goes in for natural gas. Large quanti- 
ties are in the neighborhood, and quite a number of 
companies are formed for its development. It 
makes fuel and light cheap, and will undoubtedly be 
s great aid to the industries of the place. 


I was pleased to meet with Dr. Hudson. He has 
written quite a number of historical and philosoph- 
ical works. Heis about to publish a book, “No 
Dasign in Life.” It is quite interesting in its 
outlines and illustrations. Tne doctor is a Spiritual- 
ist, but he agrees with myself that God and religion 
ere of no use to humanity. As a member of the 
Oalifornia senate, and in other capacities, the doctor 
nas done a great deal for political justice in this 
etate. He is a keen and progressiv thinker. His 
book takes a line of thought not yet developed in 
Liberal literature. 


The Freemans always giv a welcome to the Infidel 
lecturer and make the hours flow merrily along. 
Their daughter is winning a brilliant position upon 
the stage. Like Bennett, Mr. and Mrs. Freeman hav 
been “around the world” and looked with Infidel 
eyes upon the sacred and ancient places of the Hast, 
and penetrated its mysteries with the wisdom of thig 
world. i 

Mr. and Mrs. J. O. Gage are always ready with 
“open house.” Their daughter, Miss Julia, is a re- 
mar kable musician, and is studying the art with en- 
thusiasm at San Francisco. Mr. Gage used to ad- 
vertise on the front of his business place, $50 for a 
Ohristian. Many were the applicants, but when the 
test according to Mark from the open Bible wis given 
to them they incontinently disappeared. They did 
not want to drink poison or handle snakes. Mr. 
Gage has still his $50. The. genuin disciple is not 
to be found. 

The Public Library of Stockton is sn excellent 
institution. It is open on Sundays. Mr. Gower, 
the librarian, allows books of all opinions upon the 
shelve. The Freethought books are there as well as 
others. The battle of ideas goes on benesth there 
literary ambuscades. Mr. Gower believes in a fair 
field and no favor. 

My friend T. L Grigsby, of Napa, is here with 
“The City of Babylon,” the great and ancient city 
in miniature. It is quite a vivid representation of 
that old-time splendor. The tower, the palaces and 
hanging gardens, are presented with picturesque 
effect. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Haas and family, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jones, George Hogan, of Lodi; Mr. and Mrs. 
Pope, and many others are with us in the forward 
movement. 

The meeting on Sunday night at the new Pioneer's 
Hall was the best of the campaign. Over five hun- 
dred were present. This is an elegant hall. The 
aurroundings were brilliant. Tae audience was 
deeply sttentiv. The subject, “Evolution and 
Creation.” Miss Lottie Foreman ad led materially to 

he success With excellent music. Her father, D E. 
Foreman, is a radica! Spiritualist and of course 
Liberal. He has bad some remarkable experiences. 
He is a broad, genial-minded man, and is not hedged 
in even by his own faith. So far as this world is 
concerned we are on the same platform. After the 
lecture Sunday evening the Liberal Loague met and 
considered business. It was decided to keep the 
old c ffi ders under merching orders and go ahead. I 
was invited to come back D:cember 13th and 
eccepted the invitation. The S:cekton League has 
fine material when there is anything to bring it to 
action. 

I shall be in San Diego November 8:h, 15tb, 22d, 
and 29th and at San Jacinto, Perris, San Pasquale, 
Santa Anns, Anabeim, Los Angeles, Monrovia, 
Handford, snd Lə More during that month. I shall 
be at Oakdale December 6th and Stockton Decem. 
ber 13tb. I shall take a dash up north until about 
January 24th. The lecture field is promising. I 
bav all the work I can do, aud bav ro time to take 
off the harness. The platform is brosdening every 
day in its ix fluence. 

I add R. M. Oonnely, Dr. Lilia Lomax, and 
George Hoerr to TAE Trurs Sxrxzn list Others 
will follow. X SauuzrL P. PuTNAM, 

Stockton, Cal., Ost. 26, 1891. 
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Zellers from friends. 


Will Share His Light With a Brother. 
CHIOAGo, II., Oct. 10, 1891. 


Mz. Eprrok: I hav no time or opportunity to get you 


new subscribers, but Iam much interested in the cause; 


and as I see the names of unfortunate Freethinkers who are 
unable to pay for their paper but seem loath to giv it up, I 


will agree to pay for one of these each year as I renew, and 
' leave you to judge whom to send it to. 
renewal and the other subscriber as stated. 


Very truly yours, Jno. L. JOHNSTONE. 


Are Not. Most Inventors Freethinkers? 
BELLEVILLE, OnT., Oct. 15, 1891. 
Mr. Epiror: Mr. Littlehales, who is mentioned in the 
extract below, is a stanch Freethinker and has been a sub. 
stantial help to the cause of Secularism in Canada. 
a fact that a large proportion of inventors are Freethinkers ? 
Yours, F. AssBLSTIN R. 


HAMuiLrox, Oct. 12.— Manager Littlehales of the Hamilton 
Gas Company works is said to hav succeeded in solving the 
problem of how to volatilize all the carbon in coal. By 
the present process hardly more than a sixth of the carbon 
can be volstilized or utilized for gas; but by the process 
which Mr. Littlehales has invented every pound of the eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-six pounds of carbon in a ton of coal 
can be directly converted into gas, leaving nothing behind 
but useless slag. 


Hard to Keep Parsons from Dead Freethinkers. 
CARLISLE, IA., Oct. 19, 1891. 
Mr. EprroR: I write to let you know that one more of 
our old friend Liberals bas passed to a peaceful rest. His 
name was Matt Farly. He wasof our town. He died as 
he had lived, not recanting or favoring any so called Chris- 
tian sect. 
struggle. But his mother was religiously inclined, so 
through her influerce, as I understand, they had a United 
Brethren clergyman to put in his claim of Christ over the 
corpse, and when he had succeeded in making the family 
and friends feel as miserable as possible, he picked up his 
hat and left. Mr. Farly was, I think, forty-four years old 
and was sn outspoken Liberal, and will be missed by the 
rest of us Liberals. M. GuisinGEr. 


A Word from Oregon. 
Grants Pass, Org., Oct. 12, 1891. 
Mer. Eprrog: With feelings of pleasure and gratification I 
advise you of a visit from that worthy gentleman and able 
exponent of Freethought, Samuel P. Putnam, who addressed 
us October 7th and 8th. Indeed, we were pleased and enlight- 
ened, and in behalf of a number of Liberals say welcome, 
thrice welcome, here. For this is the kind of work which 
counts. It causes people to think for themselvs, thus insur- 
ing a victory for the right.. I admire the cause of Universal 
Mental Liberty, and am glad I liv in such an advanced age 
of civilization, that permits us to tell and teach the truth 
without fear of thumbscrew, scalding vats, and funeral 
pyre. 
Long liv the grand old TRUTH BEEKER and Watson Heston. 
i Yours for the truth, W. M. Riowagrps. 


A Reformed Preacher. 
New Yozx, N. Y., Oct. 1, 1891. 

Mer. Epiror: I am glad to find in this home of the 
oppressed men who are seeking for the truth. My 
experience is this: Your humble servant was born and 
principally raised in the South. I was educated for a 
physician, but, being endowed with an inquiring mind, I 
soon discovered that the profession was a humbug from a 
to z. My righteous indignation was aroused against such 
villainy, so I laid that aside and espoused Christianity as a 
minister of the gospel in the Missionary Baptist church. I 
began work fully believing that the call was from on high. 
At God's command I studied to be a workman that need 
not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth in due 
season to each one,” etc. After a while I arrived upon a 
higher plane of Christianity than the brethren, so they 
began to cry heretic.” I then found that I was mistaken 
in the call; men had called me instead of God. I ceased to 
follow after the landmarks that had been set up by men who 
did not show by their acts that they were apostles, or prac- 
tice what they preached. I took the Bible and gave them such 
a cleaning out that they gave up the job, as the people were 
on my side. When I had carried the point I offered to sur- 
render the authority they had given.me, but they would not 
take it. I burnt that little pen-ecribbling on paper and quit 
trying to preach, as this part of the world had swallowed 
Jonah up. 


Would Shoot and Stone a Freethought Lecturer. 


ORILLIA, ONT., Oct. 7, 1891. 

Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed $7 for my own re. 
newal and two new subscribers. We hav quite a number 
of Freethinkers in this place, but it takes some time to find 
them, as they as a rule keep quiet, as this is a priest ridden 
town and you are spotted as soon as you say a word against 
the churches, but since Mr. Watts was here about a year 
ago there is a change, and they are beginning to talk. i 

We had Mr. Duval, of Hamilton, here last Saturday and 
Sunday. He spoke on the corner Saturday night and in 
the market square on Sunday at 3 o’clock and did not get 
through till about 6 in the evening. There was a large 
number to hear him, and a Mr. B. F. Kean made a reply, 
but got knocked out in the first round and did not stay to 
hear it done either. It has been the talk of the town since. 
Bome say that he should hav been shot, stoned, run out of 


Iinclose $5 for my 


Is it not 


He passed away very peacefully, without a 


it. 
not like it very much. 
hav got an awful funny dad. Ido not know what I would 
do if I had a dad like some boys. 
of funny things that other boys do not know. Ican makea 


and run a little steam-engin, and talk politics. 
Bunday-school too. 
just go to see the girls. 
big stories they tell me there. 


joke on the right boy some time. 
‘boys learn by experience, but I do not want any more such 


PREAOHER. , 


the country, etc., but they did not do anything except talk 
back a little on the start, and were promptly stopped. 
My business takes me over a good deal of this north 


country and I find good heads ” in nearly every place I 


go, and I am of the opinion that if we could manage to hav 
a good lecturer come through once in a while we would hav 
a great many more converts. It is the youvg people we 
want to reach. Once let a bright young man understand 
that the Bible is not all true and the word of God, and, as a 
rule, he wants to know more, and it does not take long to 
get him out of the fog. J. W. Bork. 


The Christian Has Only to Read— We Do the Rest. 
l ATLANTA, Ga., Oct. 10, 1891. 

Ms. Eprrog: I hav at last succeeded in obtaining a sub- 
scriber for THz TRUTH BEEKER. Inclosed you will find $8 
and a slip containing the subscriber’s address. It isa lady 
who a short time ago was an earnest worker for the church 
to which she belonged. She knew nothing of Liberal 
literature, but consented to read a copy of THe TRUTH 
SzzKER—not to be convinced that the church was wrong, 
oh, no, but just to find out what I believed. Lou see the 
result. The church lost a victim, while Freethought has 
added to its ranks’ another lover of truth. I will send you 
an order fora couple of the Bible Picture Books in a few 
weeks. I had hoped to send several other subscriptions by 
this time, but this is a hard field to work, as the churches 
seem to run the town, even to abusing the mayor for 
allowing workmen to work on Sunday to clear up an im- 
passable street in front of the fire-engin house, so that it 


might be possible to get the engins out if necessary. There 


is, however, a wave of liberty coming in this direction. It 
starts at Rome, Ga., where the good people of that place hav 


tired of being belittled by blackguards in the guise of minis- 
ters and hav demanded that the Sams, Jones and Small, 


appear before the grand jury and be made to prove, or 


rather to swallow, the libelous utterances made by them 
against the morals of the good people of that place. 


.Isee by an article in TuE TRUTH SERRKRR that you wish to 


hav some printed matter distributed. I hava little time I 
should be pleased to devote in that manner for you. 


Respectfully, Cares E. Moore. 


A Boy of the Future. 


Harrison, TENN., Oct. 22, 1891. 
MR. Epirozr: My dad takes Tue Trurs Srexzr. Dad's 
eyes are sore and ma has to read it to him. and I listen to 
Sometimes I read in the children’s department, but I do 
There is not enough science in it. I 


He teaches me just lots 


battery, and telegraph, and make pictures with a camera, 
I go to 
Ido not go there to learn anything. I 
They say God wrote all the great 
I wonder if God did not use 
to keep a grocery store and learn all those big stories there. 


I was down to the store the other night and a man told about 


a snake that jumped at one of his horses when he was going 
along the road. The snake missed his horse and hit his 


wagon tongue, and that there wagon tongue just swelled up 


as big as a saw-log in almost no time. The men all laughed 


and said it was the biggest lie they ever heard. I told them 
it was not half as big as one the Sunday-school teacher told 


us boys last Sunday about a man that had a cane that all of a 
sudden turned into a snake. I thought they would laugh, 
but they did not. They got mad and called me a little Infi- 
del and said my dad ought to be hanged for bringing me up 


to say such things. One time last summer I put a frog down 


a boy’s pants and it scared him half to death. I told dad 
about it and he laughed and said I had better go and try the 
same trick on another boy, so I did, and the boy just licked 
the stuffin’ out of me. I went home crying and told dad 
and he just laughed and said he thought I would play that 
He s&ys he likes to hav 


experience as that. I would rather dad would do that 
way than lick me for playing tricks himself. 

I just wish you would put a little more science into the 
children's department. Dad says that if I would write 
some of the things about science he has told me maybe you 
would print it, but I will not, for this letter is too long now. 
Why do not some of the other boys write for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER ? 


Your thirteen-year-old friend, WILLIE GREEN. 


Is Helping to Open Those Gates on Sunday. 


Fort Souvy er, N. Y., Oct. 21, 1891. 
MR. Epitoz: You will find inclosed the price of the 
“ Life and Career of Charles Bradlaugh,” which I should 
feel very much pleased to receive. I hav received all the 
other books and am well satisfied with them. I will not say 
that about your paper, because that goes without saying. I 
cousider it superior to any paper I hav ever read, and it and 
the Boston Investigator are certainly the most welcome pa- 
pers I receive. I believe it is getting better all the time. I 
am always glad to read the foreign Freethought news it con- 
tains. 

I am doing all I can, by taking your advice, to keep the 
World's Fair open on Sunday. I am sending all articles in 
favor of the above to both Secretary Butterworth and the 
commissioners of this state, ard if every Freethinker would 
do likewise we should probably be successful. 

I noticed in your issue of the 17ch instant a question asked 
by Mr. Rosenburg, if the word Jew indicates persons as be- 
ljeverg in a certain religion or as a nation. Your apswer 


convictions, 


Wag, Both right.” The former may be right, but I beg to 


differ with you as to the latter. To take the word Jew, 
meaning a descendant of the nation of Jews, independent 
of any religious belief, and apply it to a person just because 
he is a direct descendant of those people, I think would be 
preposterous. For instance, if your ancestors with the ex- 
ception of your father were all Englishmen for a long dis. 
tance back, could that justify you in saying that you are an 
Englishman when you and your father are born American? . 
As to the religious side, I do not see how a man can be held 
to be a Jew after he severs all connections with his church, 
drops all the formalities of his sect, and becomes a total 
disbeliever in the fundamental doctrins of the Mosaic law, 
any more than Hugh O. Pentecost can be a Christian after 
becoming a disbeliever in the fundamental Christian doc- 
trins or a man can be a Catholic after denouncing his 
church and becoming a Protestant. The fact alone of his 
becoming a Protestant excludes him from being a Catholic. 
The same with a Jew who becomes a Freethinker. It can 
not be a matter of distant nationality that makes a person a 
Jew, because I was reading only a short time ago of a lady 
who was going to become a Jewess, So I cannot see how 
a man can be a Jew after he comes to disbelieve in all their 
doctrins, any more than this lady can be a Jewess after she 
becomes a member of that church and then some time after- 
ward disbelieves in their doctrins and severs her connection 
with that church. : 

Yours for more -Freethinkers with the courage of their 
R. H. RosENTHAL. 


Lincoln Not a Spiritualist. 
Marengo, ILL., Oct. 22, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: When that prince of Spiritualistic humbugs, 
“Colonel” Bundy, of the Religio Philosophical Journal, 
concocted the latest scheme with the notorious Miss Colburn 
Maynard to draw the easily gulled into the Spiritualistic 


fold, said scheme being embodied in.a book recently pub- 


lished by them relating how Lincoln became converted 
to their doctrin, they probably felt safe in so doing under 
the impression that ** dead men tell no tales," but when a 
living one appeared in the person of Lincoln's private gecre- 
tary, Nicolay, they must hav felt as though they had reck- 
oned without their host after all. I inclose an extract 
from the Chicago News showing how their little game” 
was spoiled, which will probably be read with great interest 
by your readers, as this latest invention has been published 
jn numerous public journals, especially Eastern ones. The 
fraud, however, would hav been apparent even if Nicolay 


-had not exposed it, for it is not at all likely that a quarter of 


8 century would hav passed before Spiritualists had utilized 
the report that Lincoln attended róancesif there was any 
truth in it. And yet this Bundy has the monumental cheek 
to introduce a law to put a stop to fraudulent mediumistic 
practices. It would be a pity if he were not caught in his 
owntrap. If all bogus mediums and Spiritualistic quacks 
were expelled from their ranks, methinks there would be 
few, if any, left to bury the carcass of this greatest of all 
modern delusions, and if they were marked out according 
to their deserts, Bundy would lead the van. 
i H. WETTSTEIN. 


Wasuinaron, D. C., Oct. 20, 1891.—John G. Nicolay, 
the private secretary and intimate associate of Lincoln 
and the distinguished historian of the martyred presi- 
dent, was called upon by the Daily News correspondent 
to-day with a view to ascertaining what truth there was 
in the sensational story that Lincoln was. a Spiritualist, 
and was in the habit of holding tóances at. the White 
House. Mrs. Colburn Maynard, a medium, started 
the story, and Colonel Bundy, of Chicago, editor of a 
religio-philosophical journal, adds corroborativ testimony, 
Which was telegraphed to many of the Eastern newspapers 
to-day. : 

Historian Nicolay was in his library, surrounded bv his 
books and busy with some old Lincoln manuscripts. He is 
&bout sixty years of age, with meager frame, intellectual 
face, and tawny-gray, full beard. He had seen the state- 
ment of the medium and the corroboration of Colonel Bundy, 
and had dismissed both as idle stories having no foundation 
in fact. ; 

. Mr. Nicolay talked freely and said that he could declare 
without qualification that President Lincoln was not & 
Spiritualist and had no inclination in that direction. He had 
been the president’s private secretary throughout the war, 
was with him almost night and day under the same roof at 
the White House, and he would undoubtedly hav known if 
anything so unusual as Spiritualistic tóances were going on 
at the executiv mansion. He never heard of anything of 
the kind, and he is absolutely positiv that nothing of the 
kind occurred. 

„Ok course,” added Mr. Nicolay, I hav no doubt that 
Mr. Lincoln, like a great many other men, might hav had 
some curiosity as to Spiritualism, and that he might hav 
attended some of these séances solely out of curiosity. But 
he was the last man in the world to yield to any other judg- 
ment than that arrived at by his own mature deliberation. 
He was not superstitious, nor did he hav any Spiritualistic 
tendencies. I hav attended Spiritualistic séances, not be- 
cause I believed in them, but because I was curious to see 
the proceedings. They were such manifest humbugs that I 
usually came away disgusted. If President Lincoln ever 
attended séances, as alleged, it was with this same feeling of 
curiosity. But Ido not remember that even curiosity ever 
impelled him to attend a séance. He had more important 
business on hand during those days. In any event, I can 
say, Without the slightest. qualification, that a séance never 
occurred at the White House.” 

Mr. Nicolay treats as ridiculous the story that the proola- 
mation of emancipation was hastened by advices from the 
spirit-land, and also that Lincoln went to the front to learn 
the conditions prevailing among the soldiers after being ad- 
vised by the medium to take this course. To show the ab- 
surdity of the statement Mr. Nicolay pointed to that portion 
of Colonel Bundy’s interview which says that while Lincoln 
received advice from the spirit-world, he never followed it 
blindly unless it conformed to his own better judgment. 
Mr. Nicolay says that it was this judgment in all cases which 
directed affairs and not any claptrap of mediums. A to the 
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statements that Mrs. Lincoln had after ward become an ardent | 


St. Charles, III., Mr. Nicolay declared that 
Piper, eee upon President Lincoln's life at the 
"White House, for it was well known that Mrs. Lincoln be- 
came unfortunately eccentric after the assassination of her 
husband, and particularly during the latter days of her life. 


Would Assassinate a Freethought 
Lecturer. 
TorkkA, Kan., Oct. 24, 116. 


Aurora Christians 


' Me. Eprron: I'write to tell your readers of my experience: 


in Aurora, Neb., last September. After a correspondence 
with Col. Delavan Bates, of Aurora, who is an alleged 


~; Liberal, I was induced to go to Aurora and giv a course of 
I rented Colonel. Bates’s hall 


lectures on phrenology, etc. | 
for five nights, agreeing to pay him $25 for use of his hall. 
I was to giv all the lectures free but one, and that one was 
to be given at a small admission. Colonel Bates represented 
to me that the town was a good place for anything like that ; 
so I went to Aurora and remained a week before the time 
_for.the lectures 80 a8 to hav them thoroughly advertised. I 
“put up at the best hotel ín town, paid my own bills, 
announced the lectures by large lithographs, small circulars, 
“announced them in all three of the papers in town and paid 
the cash in advance for it. I had $4,000 worth of scenery, 
forty-five skulls, numerous manikins, busts, etc., and put all 
of them on exhibition in the hall that the hall would hold. I 
gave three of the lectures to small houses, but they were well 
received. These three I gave free for both sexes. The next 
night I was to giv my fourth lecture on ‘‘ Matrimony and 
Beauty,” for both sexes, and at ten cents admission, but was 


prevented from doing so by being arrested for not taking out 
a a license of 83 a day for offering to cure chronic diseases by 


telling the patients what kind of food to eat and how it 
should be cooked. The above hygienic recommendations 
are all I use for the treatment of diseases. 
before a lean, low-browed brigand that calls himself by the 
ominous title of police judge, “ who tried to blackmail me 
out of $60 in the form of **fine and costs." The principal 
persecutor in the scheme was the mayor, a lumpy-browed, 
-fiat-headed, dissipated villain who took à disliking to me 
because I told my audience how to tell whether persons are 
honest by their heads, and as this good Christian’s head 


‘would: not stand any test for honesty or morality, he was 
greatly alarmed, as he feared his customers would cease deal- 
ing with him when they discovered what a villain he is.. 
There are a gang of these villaing here who. attempt to 
..; Cinch and blackmail every stranger who happens to come 

to Aurora. They call themselvs the “city council " and 
their methods of blackmailing they call ** city ordinances." 
Mayor Shean is the chief of these brigands and outlaws, and 
the fat, beefy, carnivorous editor of the Aurora Sun is their 


mouthpiece and: defender. The Sun is a dirty, scurrilous. 
blackmailing sheet and violently pious and Democratic, 


Most of the lawyers of Aurora belong to this gang, as I dis- 
covered after my arrest by their. refusal to take. hold of my 


case, a8 I wished to take.an appeal to the district. court. 


. Not one of them would take my case, but all of them advised 
me to pay the fine. Colonel Bates, the alleged Freethinker, 
belongs to this gang, and is a member of the city council and 
helped to enact such an outrageous ordinance. The villains 
ought to hav been glad to get such a course of lectures free, 
and could well hav afforded to pay me $500 for such services 
as I gave them, let alone jumping on me after I had given 

all the free lectures and had paid all my own expenses, 
amounting to at least $75, and trying to blackmail me out 
of $60. I hav been in the lecture field thirteen years and 

. never received such infamous treatment in all my life. Ican 
furnish a hundred people who would testify that the above 
is a correct statement of facts, as well as twenty others who 
hav been treated similarly by this gang. Everyone should 
giv Aurora, Hamilton county, Neb., a wide berth. There 
are many other towns in the state that are nearly as bad as 
Aurora, and the whole state is trying to rival Russia in the 


. tyranny and injustice of its infamous alleged laws and the 


bigots and tyrants at the back of them. The other two papers 


in Aurora do not belong to the gang and they declined to pub- 
lish my arrest and disgraceful treatment in Aurora. Iinclose 


you this lecture program that I used in Aurora to giv you an 


idea of my lecture course. I do not like to make public any- 


thing of this kind, but feel that it is my duty, as it may save 
some other poor devil from falling into their clutches. If a 
man should undertake to lecture in Aurora on Freethought 


the fanatic Christians would assassinate him. 
Yours for justice, Dr. C. W. MoCormiox. 


Spirit-Searchers Impugned. 


‘ WiLKESBARBE, Pa., Oct. 20, 1891. 

MR. Erro: E. D. Slenker gets an occasional desire to 
investigate Spiritualism. Whenever that feeling possesses 
her she at once makes an announcement of the fact through 
the columns of Tue Truta SEEKER and other Spiritual 
papers, 80 as to giv warning to the spirits and Spiritualists 
that Elmina is on the: warpath in the search of a spirit. I 
hav noticed these periodical efforts for years, and also the 
published results, and while she has been able to witness 
much that is unaccountable, owing no doubt to the favor- 
-able opportunities presented for her special benefit by the 
Spiritualists, she is never disposed to giv the public any 
very exact account of just what did happen, so as to let it 
judge, but covers the whole performance under those oily 
and evasiv words, which she so well knows how to use, I 
got nothing that hit nearer than a fortune-teller might hit," 
eto. Friends told me marvels and showed me autographs 
and portraits innumerable said to hav been produced under 

' ebgolute test conditions. I think probably the phenomena 


I was taken 


not a spirit, for such. 
susceptible of conviction. They are natural doubters, and 


are much of them real. But what produces it, I know not. 
I do not think the dead hav anything to do with it, but that 
itis some not understood power or faculty in the living,” 
etc. Now, when a person of intelligence is so credulous in 
unbelief as she, I am inclined to call it the credulity of 


unbelief. That is, simply that such a person so constituted 
is ready to believe any unreasonable theory in preference to 


the plain, simple, and reasonable truth, and of course that 


such person js utterly unfit to decide the momentous facts 


and phenomena of Spiritualism. When a person sees an 
intelligent communication, purporting to come from the 


spirit, which givs incidents, dates, locations, pictures of 
friends, and the various circumstances all precluding fraud 
or the conscious contact of mortals, and tamely, after looking 
at all the facts, cen say “it must be some faculty in the 
living? which produces them, Iam simply disgusted with 
such driveling incapacity to weigh facts, and any such 
investigator might go on from July to eternity and remain 
just the same doubting one to the end. The idea thata 
picture could produce itself upon a cardboard in broad day- 
light, and be the exact likeness of my friend, wife, brother, 
or sister in spirit life, coming in the presence of myself, and 
another.person (the medium) who never touched the slate 
or card—then the idea that in some way I or that 
medium must hav done it, a thing of which we are both 
incapable and unconscious, is the quintessence of unreason- 
ing credulity. For whatever it is, it is an intelligence 
which does such things, and it must be akin to human 
thought and life. It can be no lower power or intelligence 
than the human. It is simply impossible that anything 
other than intelligence can produce these phenomena, and 
88 we who are witnesses in the fiesh do not produce them, 
it is but reasonable to conclude that it must be what it in- 
variably claims to be, spirits. Why deny the work of the 
spirits when you hav no evidence that it can be anything 
else? I refer now to such phenomena as preclude the pos- 
sibility of fraud. For instance—Mrs. Perry and myself 
visited Onset last August, called upon a Mrs. Gillett fora 
slate-writing, and made an appointment for a time subse. 
quent, giving no names. We had never seén Mrs. Gillett. 
nor had she ever seen either of us. 


away from the table and not touching it or the slates at all. 


my wife held her hands upon her slates upon the table. 


signed Richard. 


and their images had been thrown upon the slate. 


am here and I love you and Nellie still. 
both. I want to come to Scranton, nearer home. 


my brother Richard, who liv in Scranton, Pa. 
observe the pertinent facts in connection are: 


myself knew that they had lost a Johnnie. 
name of his wife Martha, also Nellie, Scranton, and Richard. 


And thirdly, the connected letter and the fact of connecting 
his daughter Nellie with the mother, who was hia favorit 


child, and lastly, the recognition by the mother of the pict- 
ure of Johnnie, who died when about six years old. Mrs. 


Gillett was as unconscious of the remarkable tests we had 
received as a school.girl; was not conscious of a single fact 
in the beautiful chain of evidence she had been the uncon- 
scious medium of getting for us, nor did I realize its value 
so fully until some weeks thereafter when I presented the 


slates to my brother’s famiJy in Scranton, Pa., as requested 


by him. These facts are stubborn things and cannot be set 


aside by such doubtful allusions of Elmina and other hard- 
headed and unreasonable doubters who are always ‘‘in 
search of a spirit” but never finding one. The truth is, they 
are not in search of spirits; they are only intent on finding 
trickery. They carry an egotistic trick-bag on their shoul- 


ders and are apt to get what they are in search of, and I do 


not blame the spirits if they do dupe such ones just to punish 
their unreasoning unbelief; for the reason, too, that no matter 
how self-evident or convincing a test might be, to such, it 
would be ascribed to the arts and tricks of mediums or the 
wonderful faculty some hav of guessing. Anything under 
heaven, no matter how absurd or implausible, will do, only 
Such unfortunate minds are not 


do nat pretend to be able to decide between trickery and the 


As [had often witnessed 
slate-writing, I proposed that the spirits should devote their 
messages and attention to my wife, and said, ** Let her sit to 
the table and see what they can do for her.” She was re- 
quested to wash her slates, by the medium, and place her 
hands upon them, the medium sitting about a foot or two 


She remained there rocking herself on a chair and talking 
pleasantly about the trip to Onset, the weather, etc., while 


There was no ‘slate-pencil put upon those slates, and they 
were fastened by strong rubbers both ways to hold them 
solid. In a few minutes the medium said, I think you 
hav got something; open the slates and see.” She did so 
and there was a communication covering the whole of one 
slate, purporting to come from her father, names, etc. In 
this way, after handing the slates to me to read, she got 
writing on twelve- or fourteen slates, giving facts, dates, 
names, places, and evidences of the fact that many of our 
friends were there and interested in telling us of their love 
and pleasure at this unexpected meeting. Finally upon one 
of the slates was written, J want you to take this which I 
will make to my family; it will be a great test to them,” 
Two slates were then cleaned off and 
placed upon the table as before, wife holding her hands upon 
them, no pencil or other thing to mark with being placed 
between them, and in ‘about one minute the medium said, 
** Tt is finished, so you can look." The slate contained four 
fairly distinct faces, and a number of faces interwoven and 
shadowy, and parts of faces as if a group had stood together 
The 
writing on the side of the pictures and below them was this: 
“Johnnie, your boy, is here,” on the side. And lengthwise of 
the slate below was written crosswise: ‘‘ Dear Martha, I 
I want to help you 
Yours 
ever, Richard.” This was a production for the family of 
You will 
First, 
‘* Jobnnie, your boy, is here.” Now, neither my wife nor 
Secondly, the 


truth, and this is not for want of general intelligence, but 
simply from their credulity of unbelief.. 


It occurs to me to mention one more case. While in Phil: | 


adelphia a year ago, through Mrs. Beste, my daughter Mary 
came fully materialized, apparently. from another room, 
the cabinet having been a curtain placed across the corner. I. 


recognized her voice and understood her message to mother: 
and the family but could not distinguish her features. 1 
requested her to come again under a strong light. She said 
she would try. In fifteen minutes she came again, but I 
said, ** Mary, I recognize your voice but I cannot get your ^ 
features yet." So she came again the third time, under à 
stronger light, when I fully recognized her features, and 
said, Now I am satisfied." She smiled and sank down. 
out of sight while I held her hand. The following week I. 
had another sitting with a business medium whom I had not : 
seen or consulted since 1876. After a time this medium 
said, ‘‘ There is a short, thick-set spirit behind your cbair 
who says he is your brother." As I had but one brother in 
spirit, I said, ** Yes, I lost a brother." She said, ‘ He calls 
himself Uncle Dick." I said,,“ Yes, his name was Richard." - 
„Les, but he says he went by the name: of Uncle Dick,” 
which was a fact. After some other interchange of conver. 
sation the medium said, Your daughter Mary is here, and ; 
she feels so happy to know that you recognized her the. 
other night when she materialized.” These are the little 
facts which convey the stupendous truths: of the after life 
and make Spiritualists. J. R. Perry. 


The Story Getting Smaller. 
Suspension Brings, N. Y., Oct. 18, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: In regard to the clipping from the Chicago 
Herald of September 31 and printed in TRR TRUTH SEEKER 
of October 3d concerning the suicide mania in Bradford, 
Pa., I wrote a friend residing in Bradford, requesting him to 
giv me all the facts in the case known to him. I inclose his 
letter, together with the newspaper clippings he sent. If 
they are of any use to you, you are at liberty to use them. 
214 H. HowLAND. 


BRAD FORD, Pa., Oct. 10, 1891. 
N. Howraxb, Susp. Bridge, Dear Friend: Your letter 
received. I will inclose newspaper items about the death 
of Dr. Stuart and Elias Heasley, which explain the cases 
more fully than anything I hav been able to learn from 
individuals who were quite intimate with the doctor. Mr. 
Heasley was from Limestone, N. Y. I find no one who was 
acquainted with him. I find no one who knows anything 
about the doctor’s belonging to any society who held 
principles as stated in the Chicago paper. The doctor was 
considered a smart and well-read man, and the manner he 

ended his life was a surprise to all. Yours truly, 
F. L. BLASDELL. 


AN EOOENTRIO MAN. 

To those unacquainted with Dr. Stuart the announcement 
of his suicidelast evening caused considerable consternation, 
but those who were fntimate with the suicide in life were 
not as much surprised, because he often said that he would 
end his worldly career in just such a way. . 

Dr. Stuart was seventy-six years of age and had resided in 
Bradford for the past twelve years. He was well known 
throughout this part of Pennsylvania, and although an 
eccentric man was well liked by.many people. He was a 
graduate of the Berkshire Medical College in 1844, and was 
a successful practitioner. Of late years he had. not followed 
the calling of his profession on account of ill health and old 
age. In former years he resided at Ecie, Pa., and during the 
oil excitement on Oil Creek he resided at Petroleum Center, 
where he carried on a profitable practice.. The revolver with 
which he ended his life yesterday was one he obtained while : 
residing at Petroleum Center. It was given to him by a man 
who accidentally shot himself and decided hé would never 
carry another weapon of that description. 

The deceased has been a sufferer from disease for many 
years and several months ago his life was nearly despaired of - 
by reason of a tumor at the base of the brain. It was this 
agony that caused him to say often that some day he would 
take his own life. Through some domestic trouble he had 
not resided with his wife for many years. Mrs. Stuart livs at 
Erie, Pa., with her two sons. Besides acquiring a first-class 
medical education the suicide was a studious reader and was 
naturally endowed with the faculty of painting. ‘This was an 
amusement for him, and he spent many pleasant hours with 
his brush, palet, and canvas. As a result the walls of his 
office are hung with a number of pleasing pictures. Some 
time ago he commenced the painting of .a picture which he 
intended to present to the Bradford Hospital, but it was 
never finished. He was ingenious, as the arrangements of 
his office indicated. 3s UU 

Dr. Stuart always advocated and. believed that life termi. 
nated in its entirety when the spirit left its home of clay on 
this earth. So strong was his belief in that direction that he 
had been writing a book on that subject and requested 
that it be put in print after his demise. 

Even in his hours of misery he was nearly always in a 
cheerful mood, when engaged in conversation with anyone, 
and de'ighted in taling a Story or perpetrating a joke. He 
took delight in exhibiting to visitors at his office a skeleton 
head in oil which he executed himself and said was his like- 
ness after he had passed away. A closer scrutiny of the 
subject disclosed the fact that there was more truth than 
fancy in the whim. 

He made all preparations for his death and for the final 
disposition of his remains. The doctor was attired in a neat 
suit of black, clean linen, was shaved, and everything about 
his person was tidy. : f 

About two years ago he composed a funeral march, which 
he wanted a band to play at his burial. He also directed that 
no funeral services should be held over his remains. The 
body was placed in charge of Undertaker C. J. Lane. 

ANOTHER SUIOIDE. ; 

Elias Heasley, aged sixty-six years, a resident of State 
Line, committed suicide yesterday afternoon at Limestone by 
taking a dose of Rough on Rats.” He died at.6 o'clock in 
greatagony. The suicide sat around the hotel all afternoon 
talking with acquaintances and apparently was in cheerful 
spirits. No cause cah be assigned for the rash deed. The 
remains were taken to the late home of the deceased at State 
Line. His struggles attracted the attention of the people 
about the house, and when several of them repaired to his 
room he was conscious enough to tell them not to send for a 
dootor. However, two physicians were summoned, but he 
wag beyond their aid, : 
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es (Oontinued from page 709) 
all our own, however small; and as the society grows (as 
we trust it will) the psper can keep pace with us. A small 
four-page sheet, 11x14 inches, published monthly, or even 

uarterly, would be all.sufficient for our present needs. This 

ttle sheet would be quite large enough to contain our 
acknowledgments of contributions and any necessary bulle- 
tins about the American Secular Union, and leave us a good 
deal of room besides. In that extra room we could hav, 
besides appeals for state Becularization, articles for young 
people that would make this little sheet a most welcome 
visitor in the home of every true Liberal, while the chances 
for missionary work smong the young with this modest 
little jcurnal would be self-evident. No one religious creed 
should be exalted above another in its columns; the reader 
should be led to respect alike the doctrins of Theist and 
Atheist, Materialist, Spiritualist, and Theosophbist, while 
kolding fast through all to the fundamental right of Free- 

ought. 

As for the cost of such a journal, if it were desired to giv 
it away, $300 a year would more than enable us to publish 
quarterly and mail a thousand copies, or four thousand in 
all during the year; and, with close reckoning, it is likely 
the expense could be reduced to very nearly $200. If, as 
seems wiser, a subscription were charged, for the benefit of 
the American Secular Union, it seems as though even a 
moderate estimate would make this journal very nearly self- 
supporting. Here is a chance for our wealthy Liberals to 
step forward and help along an important missionary work 
among the young, as well as among outsiders whom we wish 
to interest in the separation of state and church. 

The American Secular Union has now reached a point in 
its history when it must either Jargely increase its sphere of 
work or sink out of public sight altogether. For fifteen 
years its course has been that of a brook, now foaming 
madly down the mountain. side, tearing away the rocks and 
trees that happen to lie across its path; and again creeping 
sulkily along in its channel, choked by the débrís which its 
own mad rush has precipitated upon itself. To-day it has 
reached a watershed, so to speak, where its destiny trembles 
in the balance between two futures. On the one side are 
smiling fields and fruitful valleys, ready to be rendered still 
more Siad by this stream; a hundred tiny rills, ready to be 
caught up into its Vigorous current, and swept on and on in 
a veritable river of blessing, far away beyond the horizon 
of the coming years; hamlets which need this stream if 
they are to grow into cities; cities which need the blessing 
of religious freedom which this stream, and only this stream, 
of all the rivers that flow, can bring them, if they are to 
escape the fate of other communities of the past which hav 
one and all crumbled before the blasticg tyranny of a united 
church and state. On the other side of the watershed we 
see—what? A desert of shifting sand, in which even a 
fuller current than ours can only sink down, down out of 
sight forever, useless and forgotten; a desert of whirlwinds 
that blow everywhere and nowhere; a desert which can 
only be reclaimed, not by the sacrifice of a stream’s life, but 
by the gradual encroachment upon its borders of the wood- 
land and farm, from the other side of the mountain, which 
this stream of ours shall hav first enriched and developed. 

The time is brief in which our stream is likely to pause 


upon this watershed of choice between these two futures. |: 


A day, a week, a month may fix its future course unalter- 
ably. Shall that course be one of blessing or of disaster to 
the hopes of Liberalism ? 

Let the Liberals of the country reply. 

Ü Iva C. Crappoor, Corr. Becy. A. S. U. 

‘Philadelphia, Pa., Oct. 81, 1891. i 

Miss Craddock was followed by F. O. Mende, the 
Treasurer, who reported that some twenty-one hun- 
dred dollars had been rsieed during the past year 
and all expended but $6780. O! this he had 
$19 30 on hand and $48 50 was in the hands of TRI 
Trura Szxxzr. Mr. Mende said that when he was 
first elected Treasurer be had purchased a safe, but 
found he had no use for it. The Board of Directors, 
he said, had spent hours consulting how to raise 
funds, but gave it up as too hard work. His report 
was referred to Doctor Kay and Mr. Geiger, as 
auditors, who looked at it and reported it correct, 
which it undoubtedly is. 

: Mr. Wakeman moved that the reports be received 
and laid over to be discussed in the afternoon. He 
would also like to know the names of the Ohicago 
people who were to be honored with tne present of 
the Union. He wanted to know if anybody knew 
them. There were, too, reflections in the President's 
and Secretavy's report8 upon two members of the 
Board of Directors. The differences in the Board 
the past year had been, he thought, of a latent char- 
acter, arising from honest differences as to the 
proper course and policy for the Union to pursue. 
The majority of the Board lived in Puiladelphis, and 
seemed to consider themselvs as all sufficient. They 
did not ask him to consult with them, and he had 
never had any Opportunity to psss upon the Prize 
Manual. As to the charge that he had neglected to 
prepare a memorial regerding Sunday opening of the 
World's Fair his conscience was clear. The Board 
bad adopted a petition found in a paper, and he and 
Doctor Foote had always been ready to add sugges 
tions, but the Union was in the hands of the Presi- 
dent and Secretary, who assumed the attitude and 
seemed to say that they bad better be left alone. 

Mr. Chamberlain seconded Mr. Wakeman's motion 
and added that he would like to know, ag to Girard 
Oollege, who the “ experienced and wise counsel,” to 
quote the President’s description, were. He wanted 


Congress determined to hav it, and adjourned. 


the Oongress to order. 
to precipitate any direussion on the report. 
didn’t care at all what the Congress did with the 
reports. 
anything else it pleased with them. But he had 
committed to writing his answer to Messrs. Wake- 
man and Ohamberlain. In answer to the former, he 
said, No Board meeting was held without notifying 
Mr. Wakeman and Dr. Foote. 
had been omitted because they could not attend; 
and they had been present at two meetings only. 
They were appointed to attend to drafting a memo- 
rial to the World’s Fair authorities on Sunday open- 
ing of that show, and this he was prepsred to prove 
by documentary evidence. (Dr. Foote interrupted, 
and admitted this.] Oa the only question on which 
the Board was divided [as to sppointing Mr. Watts 
field secretary at a salary of $2 000] they stood five 
to two, and the five gave in to the two. Everything 
that had been done in regard to the Prize Manual 
had been approved by the Board, and especially by 
Mr. Wakeman. 


Girard College, he would say that the American 
Secular Union had taken no action until he had 
published his book on the subject, which had cost 
him about six hundred dollars. 
the College he bad neither asked nor received advice 
or money from the Union, and be declined to com- 
municate anything about it to anybody. It was his 
own business, and no one’s else. He did not ex- 
plain, however, why it was that if it is no business of 
the Union’s he mentioned it in his report. 


that the Congress would receive the President’s and 
Secretary’s reporte, but without indorsing the at- 
tacks upon the Liberal lecturers, the Liberal press, 
and the Liberal public. 


without question the majority of the Bosrd were 
honest in their determination to follow their own 
policy, but they had made a great mistake. 
had refused to follow the directions of the Congress, 
and instead had spent most of their time trying to 
placate their enemies by sacrificing their friends. 
They had sacrificed the Liberals to the Unitarians 
and other mongrel sects. 
practically turned down. 


no copy had been sent to a Liberal until the book 
had been out for months. 
President, denying this. Mr. Wakeman took back 
months, but stuck to a month, aud added that he 
understood the book had been sent arcund for re- 
view in September. 
speaker, is an attempt to sustain. Ohristian morality 
withont the Obristian basis, which is like trying to 
grow a tree without any roots. 
morality based on Secular philosophy, not a Ohris- 
tian morality based on Christian authority with the 
Ohristianity left out. 
the American Secular Union an amendment to its 
constitutión should be made. 
it could never agree. 
faith. The cfficers had done the best they knew by 


learn from the English ard Canadian Secularists, 
and make the Union a truly Secular organization. 


would name Judge O. B. Waite for President, Mrs.’ 
M. A. Freeman for Secretary, M. Reiman for 
Treasurer, and J. F. Geeting, Doctor Greer, W. 8. 
Andres, and E. M. Geer, as Vice-Presidents, who 
with the President, Secretary, and Treasurer, com- 
pose the Board of Directors. It was, Mr. Westbrook, 
D.D., said, simply impossible for the old officers to 
serve again. 3 

It was then moved to adjourn to meet again at 2:30 
to discuss the reports. The President answered 
bsck that he had only engaged the hall for one 
session, for which five dollars had been paid, but 
presumed it could be had for another session for 
another five dollars, if anybody would pay it. The 


of Liberal Christianity. Dr. McGlynn and the Rev. 

Mr. Savage hai come down to. Philadelphia, spoken 

for the Union, and been paid for it; but had either 

ever formed an auxiliary Union or influenced a cent 
into the Union's treasury? In England and Canada 

they had Unions based on something besides 

[Interruptions by the President and Secretary. 
Wnen they had quieted down Dr. Foote resumed. } 

The Esglish and Canadian Unions were not 
founded on political action alone. They were Secu- 
larists and worked on that line, and he believed that 
their policy was the best. As for the Spiritualists, of 
whom the cfficers had said so much, claiming that 
they had during the summer contributed more to the 
Union than the Liberals, he did not believe that the 
Spiritualists as a body took any interest in the move- 
ment, nor had they paid much into the Uzaion's tress- 
ury. 

[Interruption by Mr. Westbrook: “The New 
Yorkers hav not paid anything.” 
Ds. Fcorz: Has the President of the Union paid 
anything? I hay put up more money than ever Mr. 

Westbrook did. 

Resuming his speech, Dr. Foote said thet it was of 
no ure to try to get the different religious elements to 
support the Union. Neither the Protestants nor the 
Liberal Ohristians will help financially The Secre- 
tary, said the gallant doctor, was good. He liked the 
way she worked, but her efforts did not seem to &coom- 
plish much. The work of all the secretaries did not 
seem to do much practically. The trouble was proba- 
bly that as they had to work all the time to get money 
to pay their salaries, and as they only got about 
enough to pay that, they had not ing left with 
which to work for the objects of the Union. Such. 
being the case, their efforts were largely wasted. 

[Interruption by Miss Oraddock to say that she 
raised more money than E A. Stevens did when he 
was Secretary. 

The President said he did not want to stay tLere 
all day, and he wanted the discussion closed. 

Mr. Wakeman then offered a proposed amendment 
to the constitution of the Union, the purport of 
which is to meke the Union a Secular body, in line 
with Canada and England. To this he attached a res- 
olution directing the officers to be elected to carry it 
out in their policy of work for next year. 

Misa Oraddock interrupted to ask whether the pol- 
ioy u tbe Uaion should be Liberal Christian or In- 

el. 

Mr. Wakeman assured her that if she had patience 
she would know when another resolution which he 
had to offer was read. He then read the resolution, 
which was to the effect that the motiva of the Lib- 
eral press should be the motivs of the Union, 
That, he said, made everything plain. The proper 
foundation for a secular state is a Secular philoso- 
phy, and until we hav that the secular state is not 
safe. When the Union adopted that policy, he said, 
Liberal people could work for it, the Liberal press 
could support it, the Liberal lecturers could sustain 
it, and money could be obtained for it. Therefore he 
wanted the Congress to “respectfully request” the 
cfficers to pursue that policy. He would ask that 
the officers be directed to pursue this policy, only he 
had learned at the Portsmouth Congress that the 
officers were not bound by a vote of the Congress, 
but would do as they pleased anyway. So he put it 
that the Congress “respecifully request" it. He 
thought the Chicago folks slated to succeed the 
present Board would agree to it, but if they did not 
then they should be put out, for it was time to 
change the policy of the Union. We must stand on ^ 
our own bottom and not on “liberal Christianity.“ 

Mr. Westbrook said that it was the ruling of the 
Chair that Mr. Wakeman’s resolution was out of 
order and could not be entertained by the Congress. 

Mr. Wakeman appealed from the decision of the 
Orair The Congress could request the high and 
mighty cfücers who were to succeed the high and 
mighty powers now in. Even the czar of Russis 
eculd be petitioned, and & cat might look at a king, 
though it might do little good. The ruling of the 
Obair was the thing that was out of order. 


Mr. Westbrook put the appeal from the Chair to 
the Congress, but before the Congress could get hold 
of if a Philadelphia gentleman made a speech which 
evoked applause from the fair Philadelphia contin- 
gent. Those who supported the Obair were then 
asked torise. The Secretary said there were twelve. 
Mrs. Westbrook said she saw thirteen. They stood 
up again. The Secretary saw fourteen or fifteen, 
ste was not sure which. On the third count the 
number was called fourteen. Against the Ohair 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
At 2:30 the President lifted the gavel and called 
He had, he said, no i 
e 


It could accept them, reject them, or do 


Sometimes meetings 


In answer to Mr. Chamberlain’s inquiries about 


In the matter of 


Dr. Foote then offered a resolution to the effect 


Mr. Wakeman spoke to this resolution, saying that 


They 


The Liberals had been 
In regard to the Manual, Mr. Wakeman said that 
{Interruption by the 


The book, continued the 
We want a Secular 


In order to make a success of 


The elements within 
It should be run on the new 


sacrificing their friends mercilessly. We should 


. Miss Oraddock, with a disregard of parliamentary 
usage easily forgiven in that charming lady, inter- 
rupted, as she explained it, by rising “ to & question 
of fact." It was all about the memorial to the Obi- 
cego World’s Fair authorities. Mr. Wakeman had 
been asked to attend to it. Then she rebuked him 
severely for not attending the meetings of the Board. 
Mr. Wakeman assured the lady and the Congress that 
Chicago would be attended to in due time. 

Dr. Foote read his resolution again [the President 


interrupting bim to say he would vote for it], and 
added that the Memorial to Chicago World’s Fair 
authorities was not timely. Sucha document should 
go to Obicago with the petitions, with some one to 
present them. The petitions had been wirely held 
back till the opportune moment. 

Dr. Foote said that he cculd indorse the officers 
more than did Mr. Wakeman. 


to know what had been done, what it was proposed 
to do, and how far ibe Union had been committed in 
the matter. With Mr. Ohamberlain's amendment 
the motion was carried. 

Mr. Westbrook, D D., was atked to name the men 
and women cf Ohiesgo whom he had slated as the 
ufficers’ successors. In response he said that he had 
long been in favor of removing the Uaion head- 
quarters to Ohicago, and had had a long correspond- 
ence—so0me hundred letters—on the subject. He 


c fice. 


The President was 
right abcut the conditions of his acceptance of the 
But he, the speaker, thought it to be a fact 
that it is not possible to run the Union on the basis 


ele ven, with no subsequent counts. 

Leonard Geiger moved to elect cfficers. 
President was asked to read his slate. He nomi- 
na ed C. B. Waite. Mr. Wakeman was nominated. 
He declined, as did Dr. Foote and E M. Macdonald 
when their names were put up. Mr. Waite was 
elected by a vote of nineteen to one. The next name 
on the slate was Mrs. M. A. Freeman, who received 
seventeen votes. M. Reiman was third on the slate, 
and was elected Treasurer. |Iuterruption here by a 
lady who wanted Mr. Mende to send his safe to Mr, 
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Reiman. When the joke had been explained to the 
President by Mrs. Westbrook and the Secretary, and 
he had leughed, the election went on.] John F. 
: Gaeting, Dr. Greer, W. S. Andres, and E. M. Greer 
completed the slate. l 
Mr. Barnier submitted an amendment changing 
one of the articles of the constitution, and he was 
promptly sat upon. Then the President graciously 
reconsidered his ruling and let him in. The change 
is to take away voting powers from annual members. 
Mr. Westbrook said he was happy to be released 
from an onerous burden. He had served three years, 
and in all his duties he had done the best he knew 
how. The labor of getting out the Prizas Manual had 
been immense. He had himself written two or three 
thousand letters about it. Eleven hundred dollars 


had been subscribed.. One thousand dollars had been 


paid to the authors, and the odd hundred, together 
with another hundred at least from his own pocket, 
, had been used in the necessary business connected 
therewith. The trusteeship of the fund came not 
from the Union but from the subscribers. Any re- 
flection that he had not paid anything to the Union 
was vile slander. He then begged pardon for all 
he had said against the members of the Board and 
Congress. 

Miss Craddock desired to hav a collection taken up 
io pay for the use of the hall that afternoon. Dr. 
Foote suggested that the rent be charged to the 
Union. Mr. Westbrook said that if Tae Tnurn 


Szrxer would turn over the money belonging to the 
The business manager 


Union thst might be done. 
of Taz TRUTR Sxxxzn said that the money was ready 
for the Union, and would hav been paid bad not Mr. 
Westbrook written him a very insulting letter. Un- 


der the circumstances it would be paid to the new 
The business manager also suggested that 
if the officars had used less cash for railroad fares 
across the continent and to watering-places the Uaion 


officers. 


would be better off. Miss Oraddock then rose up in 


wrath. The hundred dollars for her railroad fare; 


across the continent had been voted by the Congress. 
As to fare to watering-places, Westbrook was stop 


ping at Asbury Park and she had to go and see 
him. That was all, and when she was at Asbury 


Park she worked like a Trojan. 


Mr. J. F. Foster of the Boston Ingersoll Secular 
He had, he said, 
been sent as a delegate from that society to sse pias 

e 


Society then obtained the floor. 


was going on in the American Secular Union. 
National Liberal League was s disgrace to Liberal. 
ism, and the American Sacular Union was jast like it. 
It was a wrong step taken when the Ingersoll Secu- 
lar Society joined it. The logrolling of this Congress 
had undoubtedly killed the Union. The Ingersoll 
Secular Society had done more real work than the 
whole Union. It had obtained twenty thousand 


names to a petition repesling the law exempting 
church property from taxation and had got a bill in 


the legislature to that effsct and expected to pass it. 
[Interruption by Miss Craddock, who said Mr. 


Foster had told he: that the Massachusetts Liberals 
were go successful because they had the clergy with 
Miss Oraddock thought that indicated that 


them. 
the Christians were, after all, the folks to tie to.] 


Mr. Foster resuming, said they had compeiled 
some of the Protestant clergy to advocate this meas- 
ure just as the Abolitionists had forced the preach- 


ers to support their doctrins. 


Miss Oraddock still thought the Uaitarians were 
about the best friends of state secularization on top 
of the ground. The Liberals, she said, denounced 
[Interruption by Dz. Foote, 
who suggested that though she might hav faith in 
them she would not cet a dollar from them to help 
slong the movement.] Miss Oreddock then apolo- 


other people’s beliefs. 


gized for all of her cffsnsiv rem:rs. 


Mr. Wakeman moved to adjourn, but recalled 
the motion, for the Congress tc receive from Captain 
Robert C. Adams the fraternal greeting of the Oana- 
dian Secular Union and the Montreal Pioneer Free- 
thought Society, of both which organizations he is 


president. Mr. Adams was invited to the platform, 


from which vantage-point he tendered his greeting 
to the Congress “ assembled in the City of Brotherly 


"Love" [Smiles from the audience.] The Canadians, 


he said, carried on their propaganda from an anti- 
theological standpoint, and he believed that to be the 
only true policy. Free and independent men usually 


spoke their minds, but he was glad to see that the 
members of this Congress had heeded the advice 
given by an old preacher to the couples he joined 
in matrimony, to wit: Never both get angry at the 
same time. He counseled thore who did not believe 
in the policy adopted by the officers of the Union to 
retire and form another Union. That would be a 
generous rivalry. He would be glad to lay down 
his presidency when the American and Canadian 
Freethinkers could join in one organization, and 
perhaps auch a union could be made the forerunner 
cf that mighty politics! union of the countries which 
war surely comipg and which he hoped to see. 

Mr. Westbrook said the American Secular Union 
was exceedingly glad to greet Osptain Adams, whose 
father was the most orthodox man in Boston, though 
Qaptein Adame was the most radical man alive ex- 


cept himself. Mr. Westbrook claimed to be some- 
thing like the man at the county fair whose assevera- 
tion of the truth of an occurrenes was that it is 
as true as that I hav got a wagon-load of melons 
outside the gate which I want to sell for fifteen cents 
apiece.” The speaker said that he had recently 
written a book, the last chapter of which was 
stereotyped, which was the most radical book in the 
world, and its author was more radical than Oolonel 
Ingersoll or Thaddeus B. Wakeman. 


Mr. Wakeman arose to refer to Captain Adams’: 


suggestion that those who did not like the policy of 
the Union should withdraw and form another Union. 
Such a course, he said, would not do. The folks 
who object will be on hand next year, and for several 
years thereafter. They are the founders of the 
Union. The Ingersoll Secular Society must not 
withdraw. Bolting has been the death of all reforme. 
As for the differences between the officers, they 
amount to nothing. 

Miss Oraddock congratulated Mr. Wakeman upov 
his determination to work for the cause of atate 
Secularization, for, in all the time that she had known 
him, sbe said, he had done nothing. 

Mr. Foster said that the Ingersoll Secular Society 
is bigger than the American Secular Union, It has 
a library of fifteen thonsand volumes [willed to it 
by Photius Fiske} locked up because of a petty lega! 
equabble, and a two hundred and eighty thousand 
dollar building, which it can use free. The American 
Secular Union ought to reform, he thought, and aim 
at what it intends to hit. 

Miss Oraddock said the America Sacular Union 
had a thousand members—at least five hundred. 


When she tock possession of the society it had no 
There was nothing on 


books of anything else. 
hand. 


With these friendiy speeches, and several asides 
still more cordial, the fifteenth annual congress of 


the American Secular Union adjourned sine die. 


— — Ó— 
Crowded Out at the Congress. 


short of my remarks by the President. 


needs, for, as it later evantuated, the President 
needed the time fo announces his latest and greatest 
ety eftort and invite all to buy his forthcoming 
pok. N 
During many years and under different adminis- 


trations it has become evident that the power of the 
American Sesular Uaion to attract funda is limited 
to about $1 500, and of this, or a less amount during 
-some years, the larger portion has been devoted to 
office expenses and Sseretary's salary, leaving so 
little for activ work that we hav but little to show 


for the Inst six years’ expenditure of about $9,000. 


If we could raise $5 000 a year it would no doubt be 
wise to use a fifth of it in official salaries to employ 


the other four-fifths wiselv and well; but if wa oan 


expect only $1 200 or $1500 the business should be 
planned in a way to use not more than one fifth or a 
We could not 


fourth for salary and office expenaes. 
hav the full time of a Sseretary at this rate, bub we 
want ^ Secretary who will for $300 direct and em- 
ploy $900 in useful propaganda rather than one who 
requires a salary of one thousand, leaving only two 
hundred to work with. I hoped before the nomiza- 
tion of next year’s offisers to hav introduced a reso. 


lution advising the policy above indicated, but few of 


the old reliable backers were there to vote on it, and 


it remaing for the elected Board to decide the policy 


and lay out the program for the year of their sdminis- 
tration. 


will hav a good deal less than $1,200 to work with. 


My title to discuss such matters was called in 
question by the President because my annual dona- 


tion was not made this year, which was entirely ow- 
ing to the fact that I had been waiting for the 


President to pony up something himself. At the 
time I choked myself off from saying that during 


his administration of three years the Foote family 
has contributed about $400 to the treasury of the 
American Secular Union, and, if I am not mistaken, 
the donation of Mr. Westbrook, who could buy us 
out five times over, has been $0.00. 

In the American Secular Union the accomplish- 
ment of anything worth while depends largely on 
“fonds,” and secondly on the wise use of money 
subscribed. To attract funds from those who hav 
been its mainstay heretofore, I believe that the pol- 
icy of the society must be altered, so that it shall 


‘conform in the main with that of the English and 


Canadian Secular societies, and that the employment 
of the funds will hav to be different from the meth- 
ods of the past six years. We now hav new men. 
Let us soon hear if they hav any new plans. If not, 
they might as well cremate the remains, for “the old 
things hav passed away." E. B. Foorz, Js. 


If I can be allowed a little of Taz Truru SEEKERS 
space I would like to state an important point in my 
intended comments on the affairs of the American 
Secular Union which I was not permitted to say at 
the Oongress, owing to the interruption and cutting 
Though 
called as a business meeting at a time when even the 
life of the movement seemed precarious, “we could 
not spare time” to consult about its vital affsirs and 


It is my personal opinion that uvless s me 
such polisy be soon adopted by tha new Board they 


A Pharisee Heplied To. 

It is doubtful if the Prohibitionists and the narrow 
pietists who constitute the Paul Prys of the world 
always realize the insolent impertinencs of their ac- 
tions, but a letter the Republican candidate for gov- 
ernor of this state wrote the chairman of the Prohi- 
bition state committee ought to open their eyes to 
some extent at least. The correspondence published 
in the Voice is interesting: f 

. Ermira, N. Y., Oct. 1, 1891. 

Hon. J. Stoat Fasserr, Elmira, N Y.—My Dear Sir: I: 
am daily in receipt of letters from temperance men asking 
for information concerning statements now in print relating 
to your position on the temperance question. The state- 
ments they refer to are, that liquor is frequently upon your 
tabie, and drank by you, and that Sunday evening lunches, 
at which beer is served, are held at your house, and that at 
companies of young people held in your home wine is offered 
to those that gather there. 

This may seem to you extremely personal, but you are a 
candidate for a high and responsible office, and these mat- 
ters are important to the many voters who believe the liquor 
question to be the greatest before the people, and that no one 
should hold office in the state who is in any way in sympathy 
with that enemy of public welfare, the liquor trafic. These 
reports, if untrue, should be corrected, and if you will fur- 
nish me with an explicit denial of their truth I shall gladly 
publish it in our party papers, for we hav no desire to state 
anything in the canvass which is not absolutely true. Pardon 
me if I ask you for an early reply. I shall expect to hear 
from you, if you see fit to deny these reports within one 
week. Yours truly, Franois E. BALDWIN, 


To this letter Mr. Fassett male the following 


reply : 
. Exea, N Y., Oct. 8, 1891. 

Feanor E. Batpwin, Esq , Etmira, N. Y.—My Dear Sir * 
Your favor of Oct. 1, 1891, is at hand. I regard it as an ex- 
tremely impertinent letter. Itis, in the first place, none of 
your business what the particular regime of my family life 
is; that is my business and the business of my family. 
Inside the doors of my house, my habits, aud the habits of 
my wife, and the habits of my children and my friends, are 
nobody’s business but mine. I hav read the newspapers of 
your party and the lying slanders that they are circulatin 
about me and my personal habits throughout the state.. It 
is not the first time that they hav circulated misstatements 
with reference to candidates for office, nor do I expect it will 
be the last time. Many Prohibitionists are conscientious 
Christian people, who believe that they are aiding the cause 
of temperance by their course. 

I met one of the managers of the Voice once up in the 
North Woods, and I discovered that he was in the habit of 
drinking great quantities of whisky every day; but that was 
none of my business and none of the business of the world. 
When men are running for public office, the people are inter- 
ested to know how they will discharge the duties of that 
office, not what they eat for breakfast or dinner or tea. My 
public record is open for the inspection of the whole world; 
my public expressions upon the question of excise legislation 
are open to the whole world; my public behavior as a pub- 
lic man is a proper thing for people to inspect and criticise. 

I am informed that you are privately circulating miastate- 
ments with reference to my private life. I do not know 
whether the reports are true or not. I know that what Iam 
told you are saying is as false as the father of lies. Now, my 
dear Baldwin, I hay known you as a more or less consistent 
church. member, as a more Or less upright and honest citizen. 
I hav never given myself any concera to inquire into the 
details of your habits; I do not know whether you are 
moral or immoral, and it ie none of my business. Questions 
of morals are matters for men to settle between themselvs, 
their consciences, and their God. 

l resent your letter as as impertinence. I hav answered 
you to this extent simply for the reason that you are an old 
friend and neighbor. I do not know whether you will regard 
‘this letter as a private communication or not, and I do not 
care. This letter expresses my honest convictions. The 
great men of the world, who bav accomplished great things 
for the uplifting of mankind. hav not always conformed to 
your narrow code of moral ethics. Martin Luther, who 
gave the impulse to the Reformat'on, said that the man who 
did not love wine, woman, and song, remained a fool his 
whole life long; and yet I think Martin Luther was a pretty 
good man. He might not bav been good enough to please 
the secretary of the Prohibition party in this state, but he 
was good enough to do a great work for God and humanity 
and good government. 

But bandying words with you I know is, at best, an idle 
and useless pastime. I cannot change your convictions of 
your duty, and I do not want to, but you must excuse me if 
I insist that what takes place in the privacy of my family, 
behind closed doors. is none of your business. 

Very truly yours, J. S. Fasserr. 


To Mr. Fassett’s statement about oue of the 
former managers of the Voice, the editor says: Mr. 
Fessett's fling about one of the managers of the 
Voice) concerns a gentleman, now dead, who was in 


the employ of this house for many years, in a clerical . 


sapacity, and whose ouly connection with the Voice 
was in attending to the presswork and making oon- 
tracta for paper. What effect his association 
with Mr. Fassett in the North Woods may hav had, 
we do not know. As he is now dead, no denial of 
Mr. Fassott'a statement can be made authoritativly. 
So far as we know his persona! habits were not 
objectionable.” And then, to ba revenged, the Voice 
insinuates—it does not dare to say—that Mr. Fassett 
gets drunk. The Voice is sometimes a very pious 
paper, but it is common rumor around Astor place 
and Lafayette pace that its editors ars all Infidels. 
We hops the report is untrue. 
— OO MÀ 

We will furnish free sample pages—pictures and 
text—of the “ Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book " to 
any friend who will distribute them where they will 
do good, and to anyone who will become a selling 
agent a liberal discount will be made. A Freethinker 
of good address, man or woman, out of work, could 
make good salary selling this book in any town o 
fairly Liberal inhabitants. , 
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H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts, New York. 
Mr. Kelly, 1248 Third ave., New York. 

R. W. Turner. 340 Ath ave., New York. 

z Friedman, 72 Canal st., New York. 
H. Cohn, 820 West st., New York. 

Morris Ash, 120 Broadway, New York. 

: George Gross, 1693 Broadway, New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 

J. H. Russell, Fulton & Nassau sts. 

J. Vanden Broeck, 397 Bleecker st., New Tork. 
New York News Co., 20 Beekman st., 
8. J. King. 179 So. Pearl st., Albany. 

E. O. Weidman, 126 State st., Rochester. 
OHIO. 

John Jacques, Akron. 

N. Hexter, 808 Superior Vine Oleveland. 

J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 

Benl. Moods, 819 Chillicothe Street, Ports- 


[Cleveland. 
Larwood, Bartlett & Day, 259 Superior st., 
OREGON. ` 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 


W. Wedeken, Portland, Ore. 
Handley & Kelly, 150 1st st, Portland. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 22 Richmond st., Phila. 
J. A. Kirk, Du Bois. 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., ‘Phila. 
Roman Staley, cor. Wood and 4th ave., 
Pittsburgh. 
RHODE ISLAND. 
H. Carr, 947 High st., Providence. 
J. H. J. Reilly, 413 High st., Providence. 
TENNRSSHB. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
E. A. Andrea, 916 Main st.. Dallas. 
E. L. Merrill, 624 Elm st., East Waco. 


UTAH 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 
WASHINGTON TEERITORY. 
Stine Bros., Walla Walla. 
C. B. Reynolds, Lock Box 5 Freemont. 


ENGLAND. M : 
Watts & Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet st., 
London. 
C. Stocker, 39 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 
AUSTRALIA. 
Chas. H. Bamford, 190 Little Collins st., East 
Melbourne Victoria. 
w. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. 8. W. 
NEW ZEALAND. 
A. D. Willis, Wanganui. 


SING, BROTHERS, BIN G. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In In your pesi meetings, to make them lively and inter- 

IBERAL Hymn-Booxk contains songs 

LOIS 19 95 poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 

I highly re recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 

Fanon: 7 E Green, m, Underwood, Mre. enker 

and, oed» y alj wh av examine > 08, 
W conta, dress TRUTH BEEKER Oc. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
| Of Roxbury, Mass, says 


Kennedy’s Medical Discovery cures 


Horrid Old Sores, Deep Seated 


Ulcers of 40 years standing, 


Inward Tumors, and every dis- 
ease of the skin, except Thunder 
Humor, and Cancer that has taken 
root. Price $1.50. Sold by every 
Druggist in the United States and 


Canada. 


The Modem Science Essayist 


Ten Cents Each. 
1. HERBERT SPENOEB: a life, writings, and 


hilosophy. By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
'HOMPBON, 
2. OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works, 


and influence. By Rev. Joun W. OHADWIOE. 
- SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
How suns and worlds come into being. By 
. Garret P. Serviss. 

4. EYOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How life 
begins. . WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EVOROTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The order 
or zoologioal evolution. By Dr. ROSSITER 

YMON. 

7. THE DESCENT OF MAN: His giz» antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. O 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its nature "and de- 
velopment. By Dr. BoszRT d. EOOLES. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOOIETY. By JAMESA.BEIL- 


10. EYOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z. SIDNEY 

11. BYOLUTION OF MORALS. By DR. LEWIS 

12. oe OF EVOLUTION. By NELSON C. 
© PARSHALL. 


18. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Joun W. OHADWIOE. 


14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By STARR 
Hoyr NICHOLS. 


15. THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
gc COMING OIVILIZATION. By Minor J. 
VAGE. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


FORCE AND MATTER: 


Principles of the Natural Order 
of the Universe, With a Sys- 
tem of Morality Based 

Thereon. 2 
By PaorzsSog LUDWIG BUOHNER, M.D. 
OONTENTS : 


The Fitness of Things in 
Nature (Teleology), 


Force and Matter, 
Immortality of Matter, 


Tumortalty o of Fores, Man, 
Infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 

alue of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, onscionsness, 
Form tof the Soul, 
Immutability of Natural Tanate N aie 

dea o: , 

Universality of Natural f Continuance, 

Laws, ital Force, 


The Heavens, The Soul of. Brutes, 
Periods of C Oreation Free Will, 


of the Kart Morality, 
riginal Generation, Conc lu ding Observa- 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


— 


itself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 


** The shame 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 


` Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 0O., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


LIFE OF 
Joshua Davidson: 
MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 


BY MBS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 
Oreatton, 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - 75 Cents. 


WP This book was suppressed by the first Amer- | 


toan publisher. Sp 


MYTHS AND MYTH-MAKERS. 


Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
Comparative Mythology. ' 


By JouN Fiske, M.A., LI. B. of Harvard College. 
; Price, $2. 


BEYOND THE VEIL. 


Claimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B. 
Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. McDougall and Mrs. 

Luna Hutchinson. [Spir.]. 

Steel Engraving of Randolph. Price, $1.50. 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham- 
med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that. Doctrine 
which was begun and carried 
on by him in Arabia. 

SALE's edition. i Price, $1.50. 


HUMES ESSAYS. 


Essays and Treatises... Autobiography and Dia- 
logues on Natural Religion. 


By Davin HUME. Price, $1.50. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 
By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 
A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
Portrait. 
Price, pap., 50 cts; -clo., $1. 


Man’s Nature and Development. 
By HENRY G. ATKINSON, F.G.S., and HARBIET 
MARTINEAU. 


Price. -. $1.50. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer's Text-Book. 
Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. 
By Rog Tr Cooper. Price, $1. 


Origin and Development of Relig. 
ions Ideas and Beliefs. 
By Morris EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS. PAINE. 
With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


A BUSINESS MAN'S SOCIAL AND 
^ RELIGIOUS VIEWS. ; 
From a Poor Man's Standpoint. Price, $1. 


KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 


Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 


A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices. 


By Baron D'Horsacn. 
Pre, > - - - 851. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 
Iltimating in the Religion of Science. 
Buy Hupsox Torrie. [(Spir.] 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


LIFE OF PAINE. 


By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


Mortality of the.Soul and the Im: 
mortality of Iis Elements. 
By A. S. DE PELLEGRINI. - 
Price, - - - - 15 cents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 


Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated: 
Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on the Population Question. 
By R. D. Owen. 
Price, —U— i. 


35 cents. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. Benger. 
Price. = = . 10 cents. 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 
church Doctrines. 
By W.8.Bantow. [Spir] Price, 10 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 


By Hurisor and WAKEMAN. 
Price, 10 cents. 


{CHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
onslaughts on Christianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 
BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Prioe, 5 cents. 


For all of the The books § Pda RR 0 
- $8 Lafayette Pl. New Fork. 


BIBLE_WHENCE AND WHAT? 
By R. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL. D. 
Price, $1. 


Socialism and Utilitarianism, 


By Jonn STUART MILL. 
Price, $1. 


À Legacy to the Friends of Free Dis- 
cussion, 
By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 


l Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral Phi- : 


lanthropists, a& Tammany Hall, New York. 
Price, $1. 


APOCRYPHAL NEW. TESTAMENT, 


The Gospels, Epistles, ete., attributed to Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles, and not included 
in the New Testament. . 
$L. 


Price, . 8 A 
ASTRO-THEOLOGICAL LECTURES, 
By Rev. Ros’t TAYLOR. ` f 
$1.50. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 


A Thorough Examination and Refutation of the 
Claims of the Sabbatarians. 


Price, 10 cents. 


RELIGION OF COMMON SENSE. 
By Pror. LizsREOHT UricH, of Germany 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION: 


A. Historical and Critical Review. With Replies 
to an Objector.’ 
By Gxonax W. BROWN, M.D, 


Price, 15 cents. 


Price,, 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 
By Frances WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, 75 cents. 


AN EYE-OPE N ER. 
“ Citateur, Par Pigault.” : 
Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. 
By ZEPA. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Antiquity and Duration of the World 
By G. TOULMAN. ` 
Price, - - . - 


ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP 
OF THE ANCIENTS. 
By GILBERT VALE. 
Price, " 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 
Price, 15 cents. . 


BHAGAVAD-GITA. 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna. 
&nd Arjuna. 
Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. 
Price, $2. 


BIBLE IN INDIA 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
Revelation. 


By Louis JACOLLIOT. 
Price, - - - - - 


20 cents, 


20 cents. 


$2. 
BIBLE. IN THE BALANCE. 


A Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rev. J. G. FISH. 


Price, $1.50. - 


BIBLE INQUIRER. 


148 Striking Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences. 


sid A. JACOBSON. 
Price, y 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na- 
tions of Antiquity; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes. and Authorities. 
“Cyclopedia of Reference.” 

Many Illustrations. 


8vo, 600 pp., price, $2.50. 


BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 


Historical Exposition of the Devil and his 
Fiery Domains. 


By KERSEY GRAVES. 
Price, 35 cents. 


35 cents. 


the above books address . 
Tor all of the 15 pano ks 8 groan rp ^ 
18 S Ealavette Pl., Eo ort. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARI, 


ISSUED MONTHLY, 
Subscription price, $3 per annum. 


No. . BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 
ere’ anao . 2 2 „ „ 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gac- 50 
Se 

8. Ae of Reason, Thomas Paine........... 25 
4. Answers to Ohristian Questions. D. M. e 

ennett esisascivs seen tmec ene eror unde o ; 
5. Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck... 20 
6. Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire........ 10 
7. Ingersoll’s Address on Bhakspere......... 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 
Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address! THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH CENTURY NOVEL. 
Preíace by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
pu anda younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
going to Ohicago. The authoris also the heroin. 

he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of buman life a8 we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

: Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com. 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Matt and Charles Watts. With Profa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 

Reply te Father Lamberts 
“Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. . 


Christianity: Xts Origin, Nature, 
aud Influence, 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents.. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. ] 


Secularism : Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents, 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which Is the More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation, 
` 10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief, 
cover. Price, 10 cents, 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 82 pages in cover, 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption; An Open 
Letter to the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 

, In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Sleray Avoid 

Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 


Toward Obhristianity. 3, Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 


A 


22 pages in 


Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. N ty and Slavery. 16 Pages. Price, 
cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


38 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


GENTS make [00 PER CENT and vin $74.8 CASH Prizon 
on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines. 
Sample frec. Territory. Dr. Bridgman, 375 B'way, N. Y. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


— 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. d. INGERSOLL. | 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 35 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pu 
lished at this office, ; j d 


^ 


silver, novelties, plus 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. F., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRIOE. TEN OENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BELIGION OF MAN 
ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
of Man. . 


CoxTENTS: What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man’s Fall, and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate, Free Wil, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love, Wis 
dom. Oharterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of Bo 
ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heldenhoff's Process," etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

e appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—{Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narratiy is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 

12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50s. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales‘ine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. O. MIDDLETON. 
Price, . . 10 cents. 


DOWN THEY C0! 


Best make American Btemwind Watches, 15 
jewels, adjusted, pat. regulator, in gilverine ware. 
only $11; in 3 ounce coin silver, $16; 4 ounce, $17 
(a few years ago $60). In best 14 ki. filied goid 
Cases, Open face, $ 0; hunting, 123 to $28: 14 kt. 
solid. gold, $40 to $100; same, not adjusted: $2 less; 
11 jwls. $3.0, and 7 jwis. $5 less (lower grade 
watches, $5. $4, and $2 50). 

THE PERFXOTHD “OTTO WETIBTEIN" 
WA‘ OH, much finer than above, full adjusted to 
heat, cold, and position, 16 jwis, and all modern 
improvements, nickel movement, cased as above, 
$8 more, gilt mov't. $6 more. No one else in the 
world sends out so good a watch at the price 

LADIES’ GOLD HUNTING AMERICAN 
WATOHES, latest styles. best filled, 7 jwis. $ 7; 
11. jwls. $18.£0; 15 jwls. $25; 14 kt. solid gold, $10 
to $100 more. All sent prepaid, kept inorder one 
year. and Cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

DIAMONDS: in rings, pins. drops, studs, ete., 
$10: $15; $25; $50; $1(0 to $1,000 per set. Cash re- 
funded, if not 2) per cent below regular price, 
any time within one year... 

WEDDING RINGS : Plain, chased, with pearls, 
emeralds, rabies, moonstones, Opals, garnets. 
turquoige, solitaires or combinat ons; a specialty. 

; SUNDRIES : Rogers Bros’. triple plated knives. 
$1.75, forks, 11.75; Tea spoons, $1.80; Tables, $3.43; 
Best spects. in the world, $1; Pebbles, $2; 14 kt. 
gold, $5 more (send line of finest print you can 
read without glasses 14 inches from eyes); Gold 
headed canes, $8; $10; $15; $20. Best razor—a 
luxury—$2; Solid silver spoons, $1.70 per ounce. 
Bouveneir spoons, silver, $1.25 to $2; Tea sete, 
$20 to $40; everyting in the line of faucy table 
„and art goods, gold pens, 
250 All sent prend (except cutlery) subjsct to 
exchange or Cash back. 
= OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Established 1857. Rochelle, III. 


Bend for vrice lists, beautiful cards in colors 
and gold of my Freethought badges (large and 
smali), tracts, etc. Free. 


Rxrié1oN, and Travan. is immense. 


be found as instructive or amusing. 


PAY WELL 


ers, and ship to al! parts of the world. If you wish to know how to order, how to condnct Parlor 


tions nnd Pop- 
ular IIlustrat - 
ed Lectures 


Entertainments for pleasure, or 


MeALLISTER, 


T GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


For Home Amusement and Parlor Entertainment, etc., nothing can 


name this paper, and gend for our 


Riberal Hegting. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hao their gatherings advertised here free by for. 
warding the necessary information. 


AN EXPOSE 


or the perversion of Stephen Girard’smagnificent 
beetost to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men's 
Christian Associa- 
on. 


By Blon. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price 31. Address TAE TRUTH ÑEEKER. 


New Zdition, Revised and Enlarged. The Newark Liberal League 
Meet d ^ 
MEN, WOMEN & GODS. | eet ever, Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock, at 


St., Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions o 
BY HELEN H. GARDENER, religious and social questions. gis 998 AD 
Introduction by 


everybody welcome. 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N. . 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect. 
uresand discussions. The public cordially invited. 


Seats free and 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch, 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 5 
evening at 7:80. Lecturer, debates, and discus. 
i 28 Lafayotte Place, New Tork. | gions on all important seoular subjects. Pres. 
Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for ident, Henny Brap; Secretary, Oona BELLE 
sale at this office, Price, 50 cents. Fraaa. 
Brooklyn Philosophical Associa. 


tion 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Beu wrd avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 3 P.M., ever 
unday. Leotures followed by discussion. Pla 
form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 948 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 25. 

meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad un d 
Wood gts. at 2:20 and 7:30 P. M. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questiona, 
Able speskersinterest the audience. ND. Truth 
Seeker publicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates, 


THE 
UNIVERSE ANALYZ ED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana» 
lyzed,” “ The Real Blasphemers,” **Bpir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
gus in gifted with dne rare powers that render The Secular Society of Kent, O., 
e subtlest conceptions the easy property of the * 

ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas Meu tie chee and ona p 8 1 
that will be new to the world and productiv of | cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Seo. 

good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it | —————— —————— — —————————————5« 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly Elizur Wright Secular Union 

merits.—(The American Idea. Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 

days of each month at Independent Church, at 

Cloth, 12mo, $1. 10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SEEKER and Investi. 
Cosmian Hymn Book, 


gator are solicited. R. G. Burra, Oor. Bes. 
A COLLECTION OF 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P. x., at 
Princess Opera House, 558 West Madison street. 
Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 


Lectures and debates. Strangers from abroad 
are welcome, 
For Schools and the Home, 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Bunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture followed 
by debates. The public cordially invited. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to all, Seats free. 


COMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 
PRIO, 85 
Address THE 


$1.50. 


TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in Macdon- 
ald's Hall in Port Angelos, Wash. Test- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in. 
vited on ali subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free, Frank MonsE, Cor. Bec. 


THE 


French Invasion of Ireland in '98, 


Leaves of Unwritten History That Tell of a 
Heroic Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFE. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 
Ink and gold side stamps. Price, $1.50. 

The present volume is an effort to rescue from 
somparativ oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war. . . . It points a moral that amidst repub- 
‘ican institutions like ours, will not fail receive 
appreciation. It shows. on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition, . . . 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Contains a heretofore unpublished 
‘etter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


$3,50 PER DAY 


ALL WINTER 


Can be made easy bv anv energetic person selling“ CHAM- 
PION PASTE STOVE POLISH." No brush re- 
quired. No hard labor. No dust or dirt. Always 
ready for uae. An article every housekeeper will buy. 


The West Bnd Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly. 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at b 

Hall. Everybody invited. Mas. B. M 

Pros.: J. H. Mo WILLIAMS. Beo. Sec. 


first 
arra 
» BERRA, 


The Walia Walla Liberal Club 


Meets. every Sunday at 2 p.w. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. REYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER; Rec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house, 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. Rion, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL. Vice-Pres.; OHARLES Suma, Beo. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Ciub, 
Meets every Runday at Knights of Labor Hall, 


216,000 ka, sold in Philadelphia. Exclusive. agency for H : 3 
one or more counties given competent person, Write to-day 1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, A.M. Visiting Lib- 
enclosing stamp for particulars, erals invited to attend. OOL. A. HARRIS, Pres. 


You will never regret it. 
Address, CHAMPION CO., 46 N. Fourth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


AN INFIDEL REMEDY. 
SEND 10 CENTS TO 
Dr. FELLOWS, 
VINELAND, N. J. 
for his book on youth- 
ful errors, early decay, 
wasting weakness, lost 
manhood &c. It sets 
- forth an External Ap- 
plication — a reliable 


Isaao 8. LEE, Bec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 


home cure,vith full di York, 
NS Certain. no failures With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
o State: where you saw Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 


this advertisement, 


Price, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By LupwiG FEUERBACH, 
Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


A patient writing from Davenpori, Wash., 
says: "Your remedy is marvellous, and will 
accomplish what is said it will do. The value 
of which is untol4.” 


AND STEREOPTICONS 


afford the beat and cheapest means of object teaching for 
Colleges, Schools, and Sunday Schools Our as. 
sortment of Views, illnstrating ABT, Scizncz, HISTORY, 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
12x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid 
for 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Ch urch Entertaiameats, Public Exhibi. 
OP A very profitable business for 

a person with small capital. We aro 

@ the largest manufacturers and deal- 


Public Exhibitions. etc., for MAKING MONE 


220 PAGE BOOK FREE: 


Mfg Optician, 49 Nassau Street, New York. 
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Ges of the Geek. 


Roman Catyorio Germans who with their 
ancestors bav farmed near Odessa and Kief, 
Russia. fcr a cen'ury. hav arrived at the 
New York Barge Office, complaining that 
they hav been compelled by continual petty 
persecutions by the Russian priesthood to 
&bandon their farms and emigrate. 


Brazit’s emancipated 
slaves will not work. 


Ghost, 


gious Systems of the World, 
8vo, 957pp. Cloth, $8 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 
BY D. M. BENNETT, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Biographies of 300 of zhe Leading Philosophers, 
Skeptics, e Founders of 


Teachers 
New Bohoole of Thought. Eminent Boien- 
tists, etc. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Menu to the preg- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g. e., $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., f 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


THE other night mobs 
illaged and burnt the 
ewish quarters of Staro- 

doub in anger at the 
authorities having al- 
lowed the Jews to open 
their shops on Sunday. 


‘WE may hav war with 
Ohili over the affair of 


the 16th ult. in which 
Ohilian sailors and police 
attacked United States 
sailors, killing two, 
wounding several, and 
imprisoning thirty five, 


At the Socialist con- 
grees in Germany a 
clause was added to the 
Socialist program de. 
manding repeal of all 
laws subordinatipg a 
wife to her husband in 
public and private rela- 
tions. 


Ar Pisa, Italy, a few 
days ago, amob attacked 
six Austrian pilgrims to 
the Vatican ‘and com- 
pelled them to shout, 
** Hurrah for the king!” 


Professor Ackerle among 
the pilgrims mysteriously 
disappeared, and is 
thought to hav been as- 
sassinated by the anti- 
clericals. i 


Tne bishop of Cahors 
having refused to cele- 
brate a second masa in 
the church of the village 
of Murat, France, on 
Bundays, to convenience 
far.comers, the whole 
village, in consequence, hav become alienated 
from Catholicism and embraced Protestant- 

m. . 


Kennan says: The czar's chief minister, 
Pobedonostsef, is a gond representativ of the 
Inquisition of the Micd!e Ages, and the czar’s 
conduct toward the Hebrews is mainly in- 
spired by this crnel man. The czar and his 
ministers were in a railroad wreck several 
years ago, and, al: hough their car was totally 
demolished, everyone escaped unhurt, and 
this escape the czar looked upon as a divine 
intervention of providence that he might 
continue to pursue the men who Killed his 
father.” : 


Tux pope is preparing an allocution on the 
disorders at Rome He has written to M. 
Harmel of h's bitter grief at seeing the 
French pilgrime ** abandoned without provo 
cation to the attacks of an ungovernab!e pop- 
ulace.” He adds that he is deeply. grateful 
to the pilgrims who came, and to those 
who are prevented from coming by violence 
and iniquitous hatred " he sends his blessing. 
In writing to the archbishop of Aix, he de. 
plores that the Roman rioters were allowed 
“ to indulge with impunity in every kind of 
license, profaning church, insulting the pon- 
tiff, and maltreating the pilgrims.” He hopes 
these incidents will not lead to some hing 
more calamitous and lamentable.” A Catho. 
lic correspondent in Rome complains: ** The 
foreign Catholics cannot go abroad durin 
the day in the city wherein resides their holy 
father. To cheer the name of the sovereign 
pontiff is a political offense and an insult to 
the country.” He concludes ironically: 
„The proof that the holy father 18 free is 
that he cannot go out of the basilick or the 
Vatican ; the proof that he is free is that his 
children cannot come together to testify to 
him their affection. Combined homage is 
forbidden. And how lorg will even individ- 
ual homage be tolerated ?" A Roman cardi. 
nal says: You may be astonished at the 
folly of the government of the Liberals in 
driving away the pilgrims when it was to 
their fhterest to favor pilgrimages, and be. 
cause this source of revenue for Rome and 
for Italy is now ruined in spite of its eco- 
nomic decadence. But it is necessary to go 
to the bottom of the matter. It is necessary 
to know that official Italy desired to teach a 
lesson to show that she has made up her 
mind to admit all excesses and to go to all 
extremes, and that, far from adapting herself 
to the new situation, she would prefer assas- 
sination or exiling of the p»pe, and the pil. 
lage of the Vatican.” Rev. Dr. Phelan says: 
“The anticlerical mob cannot be held in 
check by the soldiers, and bloodshed and 
ruin will result whenever it is aroused. The 
attacks which were made upon the French 
pilgrims is only a slight eruption of this ill. 
subdued ferment, and it is to avoid that 
which prompts the pope to consider flight.” 


— 


‘JOB HEARETH THAT SATAN HATH BEGUN OPERATIONS.—Job i, 14-19. 


THIRD EDITION. 


My Religious Experience. 
By $. P. Putnam. 
Price, 25 cents. 


OTHER WORKS BY S. P. PUTNAM. 


The New God. Price, 10 cents. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
its Scientific Solution. with some Oriticisms 
of Un versology. Price. 20 cents, 


Waits and Wande ringe, A New 
American Story. P-ice, clotb, $100; paper, 
500:nts, ‘A prose epic of the war, rich with 
incident and dramatio power; breezy frow 
first page to last with the living &pirit of to- 
day. John Swinton's Paper. 

“The 


Golden Throne, A Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine 
Oreativ spark is with him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
wor's—the transcript of a manly mind 
Every Liberal should read Golden Throne.“ „ 
—Ingersoll, Pice, $1. 


Ingersoll and J«sus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galiſean Reformer, wherein 
itis showa there ia much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

LL It 


Prometheus, A Poem. is 
crammed with life. thought, and profonnd 
emotion, poured forth,it Seems to me, with 
Died dd beauty. Dr. Henry W. B:Uows, 

rice, $1. 


£i Why Don’t He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic poems. Price, 10cents. 


Adami and Heva. A postio version 
of the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
which its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown, Price, 10 cents. 
For all of the above address 

THE TRU iH SEEKER CO., 
38 Lafayette Place, New Lory. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 
Crimes and Persecutions. 


8v0, 1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocoo, 
: gilt edges, $4,50. 


BI D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


FOR SALE. 
A Farm of 24 Acres. 


Splendidly looated, Rich soil—can raise wheat, | reader? 


barley, ete. ) 

barn, and other building: in first-class condition, 
Is called d model farm." Within a short dis- 
tanos of Naw Yorkcity Price reagonab e on e»sgy 


ONLY 2 CENTS. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 


There has just been published for general circu- 

lation a most interesting pamphlet, containing a 
good likeness of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll and arti- 
cles from the following, well-known writers: R. G. 
Ingersoll, Thaddeus B. Wakeman, B. F. Under- 
wood, Matilda Joslyn Gage, Helen H. Gardener, 
Rev. Henry Frank, Nelly Booth Simmons, A. B. 
Bradford, Parker Pillsbury, Lucy N. Colman, 
Capt. R. C. Adams, Prof. A. L. Rawson, Lyman 
C. Howe, Susan H. Wixon, Allen Pringle, Wm. 
Emmette Coleman, Harry Hoover, Mrs. M. A. 
Freeman, Sara Underwood, Rev. J. C. Grumbine, 
J; J. McCabe, Lydia R. Chase, Henry M. Taber, J. 
C. Watkins, Dr. Edward Montgomery, Emma 
Rood Tuttle, Dr. Juliet Severance, Hudson Tuttle, 
E. C. Walker, Judge C. B. Waite, Dyer D. Lum, 
Voltairine de Cleyre, Lewis G. Janes and Dr. Rich- 
ard Hodgson. 
. The publication will be forwarded to any address 
in the United States or Canada on receipt of an 
American two-cent postage stamp. 

Address FREETHINKERS’ MAGAZINE, 

uffalo, N. 


SHORT HISTO. OF THE B'ILE: 


BEING 


A POPULAR ACCOUNT OF THE 


FORMATION AND DEVELOP. 
MENT OF THE CANON. 


BY 
BRONSON D. KEELER. 


— 


Contents —The Hebrew Canon. The New Teg- 
tament, The Karly Controversies. The Books at 
First not Cousideres Inspired Were the Fathers 
Gompeten rr The 0 n a8 Saripture 

70k8 W ar ow «als or. . 
Heretics. The Christian Ganon, TOREM due 


Paper. £0 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The B:ble and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 
New and Cheap Edition, - - 50 Cents, 


Menti: ned be . E Giadatone in his i 
Ae Rock of Holy Aoripture e The 
W Foots in the Freethinker recommends it 
as an excellent text book. He says: '*"he 
manner 1d g003 and the style ia bright. The 
reader is o?rried along on an easy flowing stream 
of science, history. e hies. and common sense.” 
Chas. Watta in S-ewar Thought pronounces it to 
be the best work the author ha- wri ten. 
And TRE TEU:H 8+ EKER says: This is an ex- 
cellent book whi:h we can recommend to our 
as Clear n language, trustworthy in 


Orchards produce largely. House, statement, and irrefutable in reasoning." 


Order at 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


terms. Owner (an old TRUTR SRERREa enb:criber) | << ——. 


retiring on account of old age. 
‘Address T. WHITE, 
Red Bank, N. J. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 Cents, 


Gens of Dhought. 


Acovstom a people to believe that priests, | 
or any other class of men, can forgiv sins, 
and you will hav sins in abundance —Paine. 


THE law governing the relation of theology 
to disease is now ‘before the world, and it is 
seen in the striking fact that just in propor- 
ion: as the world progressed from the sway 
: i of Hippocrates to that 

of the ages of faith, so it 
- progressed in the fre- 

‘quency and severity of 
great pestilences; and, 
on the other hand, just 
in proportion as. the 
world has receded from 
that period when. theol- 
ogy was all-pervading 
and al!-controling, plague 
after plague has disap- 
peared, and those remain- 
ing hav become less and 

Jess frequent and viru- 

lent. —Prof. A. D. White. 


Wuar strange ideas of 
divine justice .must 
Christians hav, who are 
taught to believe that 
their God, in view of 
reconciling to himself 
the human race, guilty, 
though unconscious, of 
the sins of their fathers, 
has put to death his own 
son, who wag innocent 
aud incapable of sinning! 
What should we say of a 

- king whose subjects 
should revolt, and who, 
to appease himself, 
should ‘find: no other ex- 

edient than to put to 

eath the heir to the 
crown, who had not par- 
ticipated in the general 
rebellion ? — D' Holbach, 


THERE are Christian 
people groaning in a 
tripie slavery under 
monks who hav ta ken the 
vow of humility and pov- 
erty. You will ask how 

overnmentg suffer these 
atal contradictions? It 
is because the monks are 
rich and their vassals are poor. It is because 
thé monks, to preserve their Hunnish rights, 
make presents to the commissaries and to the 
mistresses of those who might interpose their 
authority, to put down their oppression.— 
Voltaire. 


Norrie is more sacred, or can be more 
sacred, than the well-being of man.— Ingersoll. 


Iv is asked, If you take away the doctrin 
of the inspiration aud infallible authority of 
the Bible, what foundation is left for moral- 
ity? Those who ask the question believe 


| that morality springs from the Ten Command- 


ments, instead of the Commandments being 
the expression of human morality. Morality 
is the result of experience. That conduct 
which men hav found to produce the best 
results has been inculcated by maxims which 
superstition ascribes to the finger of God 
upon stone tablets. The experience of ages 
is compressed into the Golden Rule, of 
which, when quoted by Cariet, it is said, 
** For this is the law and the prophets ” (Matt. 
vii, 12); and Moses givs the precept, ‘‘ Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” This 
rule and most of the maxims ascribed to 
Christ are found in writings centuries before 
he lived, and are the inheritance of the ages, 
needing no thunders of Sinai nor suffer'ngs 
i to giv them authority — Robt. C. 
ams. 


TEE entire evidence for the antiquity of 
the. Bible is of the most contradictory and 
unsatisfactory nature that it is possible to 
imagin. The first part of it pretends to hav 
been written by Moses some 1450 years before 
Christ, while Malachi, the last of the prophets, 
wrote 80 recently as about 397 years before 
Christ. Thus the writing of the Old Testa- 
ment extended over a period of more than a 
thousand years. And yet, in the face of this, 
scholars bear testimony that there is hardly 
any difference between the Hebrew of the 
Pentateuch and the Hebrew of Malachi. How 
is this if more than a thousand years elapsed 
between the writing of Genesis and the writ- 
ing of Malachi? How is it that there is 
really no difference between the Hebrew of 
the one and the Hebrew of the other? Was 
there ever, since the world began, a language 
that stood unaltered for a thousand years? 
What tyro in philology, acquainted with 
even the barest rudiments of the origin and 
growth of languages, will affirm that a living 
language ever stood still for even 300 years? 
Let even him who is no philologist at all 
compare the English of to-day with the Eng- 
lish of Shakspere, and see whether they are 
by any means identical. Or let him go fur- 
ther back, and contrast the English of the 
Times newspaper with the Englsh of Chau- 
cer. Itis not the half of & thousand years 
from row to Chaucer, and yet he cannot 
read Chaucer without a glossary. This will 
place him in the true light in which to see the 
monstrous fact (?) that there is no difference 
between the Hebrew of Genesis and the 

Hebrew of Malschi.zzBaladin. 
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FROZEN OUT—A COLD DAY FOR THE CLERGY. 


Hotes and Gliggings. 


Tre Peter's Pence from England at the 
last gathering amounted to less than $2,500. 
The pope is much displeased. ` P 

SAM Jongs was the driver of a public 

' dray in his nativ town before he became a 
preacher. His outfit was a small, rickety, 
rattling, ramshackle wagon, and an old 
sorrel horse. He was a familiar figure at the 
railway station, and his most profitable job 
was hauling drummers’ trunks to the hotel. 

SAMUEL. W. Browne, city missionary of 
Biddeford, Me., believes that salvation 
should be free. He has been trying for some 
time to get the city to cut off his salary, but 
the authorities hav steadily refused to do so, 
and now the parson has sent in his resigna- 
tion. The Biddeford people do not appre- 
ciate their missionary’s disinterestedness, 
however. They say he is crazy. 

New designs hav been made for silver sub. 
gidiary coins, under authority of Congrese, 
and will soon be seen by the people. On 
the half and quarter dollar are the words, 
„In God We Trust,” which are omitted on 
the dime. And yet five dimes will be worth 
just as much as the half-dollar, showing that 
trusting in God never increases the value of 
anything. ` 

Ar the Presbyterian church, Snohomish, 
Wash., two Sundays ago, the Rev. J. W. 
Dorrance rode a tilt against the Freethinkers. 
He said that they had been driven from the 
East and are now gathered on the Pacific 
coast. Mr. Dorrance suggested that they 

should all be slid down the Pacific slope 
Anto the pes, There was po room for them 


bs 


a 


onshore. The Rev. Mr. Dorrance is a very 
pleasant party. ) 


Is the New York State Library aretwenty- 
six different portraits of Columbus. It was 
not believed until recently that a portrait of 
Columbus that had been painted in his life- 
time was in existence, but Librarian Howell 
has announced that an original portrait has 
been found in the museum at Como. In the 
sixteenth century Paolo Giovio had a 
museum of paintings and statuary near Lake 
Como, and it has been presumed that he 
thought Columbus was as worthy of a 
portrait as of a statue in marble. It is 
known that the grand duke of Tuscany 
directed Christofana to copy nearly three 
hundred portraits in the Jovian Museum for 
the Florentine gallery, and that one of them 
was that of Columbus. The Massachusetts 
Historical Society has a copy of the portrait 
in the Florentine gallery. 

A REMONSTRANOE against closing the World's 
Fair on Sunday was circulated at Snoho- 
mish, Wash., and over four hundred signa- 
tures were secured on one street alone, cov- 
ering a length of thirteen feet of legal cap 
paper. The petition reads as follows: The 
undersigned citizens of the United States of 
America, do hereby insist that the govern- 
ment of these United States is purely a secu- 
lar government, in which all its citizens of 
whatever religious or non-religious beliefs 
bav equal rights. That the absolute separa- 
tion of church and state should in all matters 
under tbe direction of the government be 
maintained. That we insist upon the right 
of all citizens feeling thus disposed having 
the right to visit such Exposition on Sundays 


gs well as on other deye of the week, That 


all citizens shall hav an opportunity to visit 
such Fair on such days as shall not conflict 
with their particular convictions." 

CLERGYMEN are not advancing very fast in 
the direction of tolerance. The Rev. Dr. 
Thompson, Pacific coast secretary of the 
American Sabbath Union, spoke in Seattle 
the other day and said: French people are 
undoubtedly the most wicked in the world. 
The reason is they hav no Sabbath. Soon 
we wil hav no fabbath here. Even 
now we hav seven-day newspapers, which 
transgress aud desecrate our Sabbath with 
impunity. It was bad enough when we had 
them six days in the week, but now these 
seven-day issues are sacrilegious. The only 
way we can put a stop to this Sunday dese- 
cration is by combining all the churches in 
one society.” What in the name of sense 
does the Rev. Dr. Thompson mean, asks a 
contemporary, when he says that it was bad 
enough when we had newspapers six days in 
the week ?” Does he contemplate a suppres- 
sion of all the newspapers and a return to 
the good old times when priests were the 
only repositories and disseminators of infor. 
mation—those times called the Dark Ages? 
It looks that way. If Dr. Thompson 
wishes to see all Sunday labor cease, he 
ghould set an example to others by refraining 
from doing anything on that day himself. 
But, by the way, who would hav heard of 
Dr. Thompson but for the papers ? 

Tuis is the way the Voice catalogs the sins 
of its fellow. Christians who will not vote 
for Prohibition: * At New Florence, Mo., 
a few days sgo, sixteen church- members 
petitioned for ^ saloon. At Lees Summit, a 
village pear Kansas City, fifteen church. 


members asked the county court to license 
the drunkard- making business. A few nights 
ago on the streets of another little Missouri 
town, the son of a prominent Ohio Methodist 
preacher, while drunk, shot down another 
young man, a member of the church. The 
shooter himself is a member of the Presby- 
terian church. In this same town the saloons 
were lately opened by the votes of church- 


‘members, one Protestant church giving 


three-fourths of its vote in favor of license. 
The writer has seen à member of this church 
go forward and, while beastly drunk, extend 
the ‘ right hand of fellowship’ to new mem- 
bers. He has known a pastor in one of these 
churches who lost his place and salary be- 
cause he opposed the saloons. One of the 
trustees of the Central Methodist Episcopal 
church, Stockton, Cal., whose pastor is the 
Rev. I. J. Carroll, a brother of the editor of 
the New York Independent, is a police and 
fire commissioner of Stockton, and in this 
capacity regularly granta licenses to the 
dram.shops of the city. Another trustee is a 
Republican lawyer, whose name appeared in 
print a few days ago with that of a saloon- 
keeper calling for the organization of a 
Republican league. How is this for a church 
which declares that to license the traffic is 
‘a gin? The Non-partisan Temperance 
Union, of Wilkesbarre, Pa., recently, as is 
its custom, invited the pastor of the leading 
Methodist Episcopal church to preach a 
temperance sermon before the union. Its 
request, however, was declined, the pastor, 
not deeming it ‘ practicable ’ to preach before 
the union. The superintendent of this same 
pastor's Sunday-school has for years rented 
& hotel for liquor. selling. B 
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Selected. 


Possibilities and Impossibilities. 
From the Agnostio Annual. 

In the course of a discussion which has been going 
on during the last two years, it has been maintained 
by the defenders of ecclesiastical Obristianity that 
the demonology of the books of the New Testament 
ig an essential and integral part of tne revelation of 
the nature of the spiritual world promulgated by 
Jesus of Nazareth. Indeed, if the historical accuracy 
of the gospels and of the Acts of the Apostles is to 
be taken for granted, if the teachings of the Epistles 
are divinely inspired, and if the universal belief and 
practice of the primitiv church are the models which 
all later times must follow, there can be no doubt that 
these who accept the demonology sre in the right. 
It is as plain as janguage can make it that the writers 
of the gospels believed in the existence of Satan and 
the subordinate ministers of evil as strongly as they 
believed in that of God and the angels, and that they 
had an unhesitating faith in possession and in exor- 
cism. No reader of the first three gospels can hesitate 
to admit that, in the opinion of those persons among 
whom the traditions out of which they ara compiled 
arose, Jesus held, and constantly acted upon, the 
same theory of the spiritual world.. Nowhere do we 
find the slightest hint that he doubted the theory, or 
questioned the efficacy of the curativ operations based 
upon it. 

Tous, when such a story as that about the Gada- 
rene swine is placed before us, the importance of the 


` decision, whether it is to be accepted or rejected, can 


not be over-estimated. If the demonological part of 
it is to be accepted, the authority of Jesus is unmis · 


takably pledged to the demonologieal system current 


in Judea in the first century. The belief in devils 
who possess men and can be transferred from men to 
pigs becomes as much a part of Obristian dogma as 
any article of the creeds. If it is to be rejected, there 
are two alternativ conclusions. Supposing the gos- 
pels to be historically accurate, it follows that Jesus 
shared in the errors respecting the nature of the 
spiritual world prevalent in the age in which he lived 
and among the people of his nation. If, on the other 
hand, the gospel tradition givs us only a popular 
version of the sayings and doings of Jesus, falsely 
colored and distorted by the superstitious imaginings 
of the minds through which it has passed, what guar- 
antes hav we that & similar unconscious falsification, 
in accordance with preconceived ideas, may not hav 
taken place in respect of other reported sayings and 
doings? What is to prevent a conscientious inquirer 
from finding himself at last in a purely Agnostic po. 
sition with respect to the teachings of Jesus, and 
consequently with respect to the fundamentals of 
Obristianity ? 

In dealing with the question whether the Gadarene 
story was to be believed or not, I confined myself al- 
together to & discussion of the value of the evidence 
in its favor. Aud as it was easy to prove that this 


consists of nothing more than three partially diserep- 


ant, but often verbally coincident, versions of an 
original, of the source of which nobody knows any- 
thing, it appeared to me that it was wholly worthless, 
Even if the event described had been probable, such 
evidence would hav required corroboration; being 
grossly improbable, and involving gets questionable 
in their moral and legal aspect, the three accounts 
sank to the level of mere tales. 

Thus far, I am unable, even after the most careful 
revision, to find any flaw in my argument; and I in- 
cline to think none has been found by my critics—at 
least, if they hav, they hav kept the discovery to them- 
selva. 

In another part of my treatment of the ease I hav 
been less fortunate. I was careful to say that, for 
anything I could “ absolutely prove to the contrary,” 
there might be in the universe demonic beings whe 
could enter into and possess men, and even be trans- 
ferred from them to pigs; and that I, for my part, 
could not venture to declare a prior? that the exist- 
ence of such entities was “impossible.” I was, how- 
ever, no lesa careful to remark that I thought the 
evidence hitherto adduced in favor of the existence of 
such beings “ ridiculously insufficient” to warrant 
the belief in them. 

To my surprise, thia statement of what, after the 
closest reflection, I still conceive to be the right con- 
clusion, has been hailed as a satisfactory admission 
by opponents, and lamented as a perilous concession 
by sympathizers. Indeed, the tone of the comments 
of some candid friends has been such that I began to 
suspect that I must be entering upon a process of 
retrogressiv metamorphosis which might eventually 
giv me & place among the respectabilities. The 
prospect, perhaps, ought to hav pleased me: but I 
confess I felt something of the uneasiness of the 
tailor who said that, whenever & customer's cireum- 
ference was either much less or much more than at 
the last measurement, he at once sent in his 
bill; and I was not consoled until I recollected that, 
thirteen years ago, in discussing Hume's essay on 

* Miracles,” I had quoted, with entire assent, the 


following passage from his writings: “ Whatever is 
intelligible'and can be distinctly conceived implies 
no contradiction, and can never be proved false by 
any demonstrativ argument or abstract reasoning a 
priori,^* 

Now, it is certain that the existence of demons 
can be distinctly conceived. In fact, from the earii- 
est times of which we hav any record to the present 
day, the great majority of mankind hav had extremely 
distinct conceptions of them, and their practical life 
has been more or less shaped by those conceptions. 
Farther, the notion of the existence of such beings 
“implies no contradiction.” No doubt, in our ex 
perience, intelligence and volition are always found 
in connection with a certain material organization, 
and never disconnected with it; while, by the 
hypothesis, demons hav no such material substratum. 
But, then, as everybody knows, the exact relation 
between mental and physica! phenomena, even in 
ourselvs, is the subject of endiess dispute. We may 
all hav cur opinions as to whether mental phenomens 
hav a substratum distinct from that which is assumed 
to underlie material phenomena or noi; though if 
snyone thinks he has demonstrativ evidence of 
either the existence or the non-existence of a “ soul,” 


all I can say is his notion of demonstration differs | 


from mine. But if it be impoasible to demonstrate 
the non-existence of a “substance” of mental phe- 
nomena—that is, of a soul—independent of material 
* gubstance;" if the idea of such s ‘‘soul” is“ intelli- 
gible and can be distinctly conceived,” then it 
follows that it is not justifiable £o talk of demons as 
“ impossibilities.” Tne idea of their existence im- 
plies no more “contradiction” than does the idea of 
the existence of pathogenic microbes in the air. 
Indeed, the microbes constitute a tolerably exact 
physical analog of the “powers of the air” of 
ancient belief. 

Strictly spesking, I am uneware of anything that 
has a right to the title of an “impossibility” except 
a contradiction in terms. There are impossibilities 
logical, but none natural. A “round square, a 
“present past,” “two parallel lines that intersect,” 
are impossibilities, because the ideas denoted by the 
predicates, round, present, intersect, are contradictory 
of the ideas denoted by the subjects, square, past, 
parallel, But walking on water, or turning water 
into wine, or procreation without male intervention, 
or raising the dead, sre plainly not impossibilities " 
in this sense. 

In the affirmation, that a man walked upon water, 
the ides of the subject is not contradictory of that 
in the predicate. Naturalists are familier with 
insects which walk on water, and imsginaiion has no 
more difficulty in putting & man in place of the 
insect than it has in giving a man some of the attri- 
butes cf bird and making an angel of him; or in 
ascribing to him the asceneiv tendencies of a balloon, 
as the levitationists do. Undoubtedly, thers sre 
very strong physical and biological arguments for 
thinking it extremely improbable that a man could 
be supported on the surface of water as the insect 
is; or that his organization could be compatible with 
the possession end use of wings; or thet he could 
rise through the air without mechanical aid. Indeed, 
if we had any reason to believe thai our present 
knowledge of the nature of things exhausts the pos- 
sibilities of nature, we might properly say that the 
attributes of man are contradictory of walking 
on water, or floating in the air, and conse- 
quently that these acts are truly “impossible” for 
him. But it is sufficiently obvious, not only that we 
are at the beginning of our knowledge of nature, 
instead of having arrived at the end of it, but that 
the limitations of our faculties are such that we 
never can be in a position to set bounds to the possi- 
bilities of nature. We hav knowledge of what is 
happening and of what has happened; of what will 
happen we hav and can hav no more than expecta- 
tion, grounded on our more or less correct reading 
of past experience and prompted by the faith, be- 
gotten of that experience, that the order of nature 
in the future will resemble its order in the past. 

The same considerations apply to the other ex- 
smples of supposed miraculous events. The change 
of water into wine undoubtedly implies a contradic. 
tion, and is assuredly “impossible,” if we sre per- 
mitted to assume that the elementary bodies” of 
the chemists are, now and forever, immutable. Not 
only, however, is a negativ proposition of this kind 
incapable of proof, but modern chemistry is inclining 
toward the contrary doctrin. And if carbon can be 
got out of hydrogen or oxygen, the conversion of 
water into wine comes within range of scientific pos. 
sibility—it becomes a mere question of molecular 
arrangement. 

As for virgin preereation, it is not only clearly 
imaginable, but modern biology recognizes it ss an 
every-day occurrercs among some groups of snimals. 
So with restoration to life after death. Oertain 
animals, long as dry as mummies, and, to all eppear- 
ance, as dead, when placed in proper conditions 


Inquiry Concerning the Human Understanding,” p. 
5; 1748. The passage is cited and discussed in my 
Hume,“ pp. 182, 133. 


resume their vitality. It may be said that these 


creatures are not dead, but only in à condition of 
suspended vitality. That, however, is only begging 
the question by making the incapacity for restoration 
to life part of the definition of death. Inthe absence 
of obvious- lesions of some of the more important 
organs, it is no easy matter, even for experts, to say 
that an apparently dead man is incapable of restora- 
tion to life; and, in the recorded instances of such 
restoration, the want of any eonclusiv evidences that 
the man was dead is even more remarkable than the 
insufficiency of the testimony as to his coming to life 
again. 

It may be urged, however, that there is, at any 
rate, one miracle certified by all three of the Synop- 
tie gospels which really does “imply a contradiction," 
and is, therefore, “impossible” in the strictest sense 
of the word. This is the well-known story of the 
feeding of several thousand men, to the complete 
satisfaction of their hunger, by the distribution of a 
few loaves and fishes among them; the wondrous- 
ness of this already somewhat surprising perform. 
snee being intensified by the assertion that the 
quantity of the fragments of the meal left over 
amounted to much more than the original store. 

Undoubtedly, if the operation is stated in its most 
general form; if it is to be supposed that & certain 
quantity, or magnitude, was divided into many more 
parts than the whole coniained ; and that, after the 
subtraction of several thousands of such parts, the 
magnitude of the remainder smounted to more than 


the original magnitude, there does seem to be an a 


priori difficulty about accepting the proposition, 
seeing that it appears to be contradictory of the 
senses which we attach to the words whole" and 
„parts respectivly. But this difficulty is removed 
if we reflect that we are not, in this case, dealing 
with magnitude in the abstract, or with “whole” 
and “parts” in their mathematical sense, but with 
concrete things, many of which are known to possess — 
the power of growing or increasing in magnitude. 
They thus furnish us with a conception of growth 
which we may, in imagination, apply to loaves and 
fishes; just as we may, in imagination, apply the 
idea of wings to the idea of & mun. It must be sd- 
mitted that a number of sheep might be fed on a 
pasture and yet that there might be more grass on 
the pasture when tbe sheep left it than there was at 
first. We may generalize this and other such facts 
into s perfectly definit conception cf the increase of 
food in excess of consumption; which thus becomes 
& possibility, the limitations of which are to be dis- 
ecvered only by experience. Therefore, if it is as- 
serted that cooked fcod has been made to grow in 
excess of rapid consumption, that statement cannot 
logically be rejected as an d priori impossibility, 
however improbable experience of the capabilities of 
cooked food may justify us in holding it to be. 

Oa the strength of this undeniable improbability, 
however, we not only hav s right to demand, but are 
morally bound to require, strong evidence in its 
favor before we even teke it into serious considera- 
tion. But what is the evidence in this case? It is 
merely that of those three books which also concur 
in testifying to the truth of the monstrous legend 
of the herd of swine. In these three books there 
are five accounts of s “miraculous feeding,” which 
fall into two groups. Three of the stories, obviously 
derived from some common source, state that five 
loaves and two fishes sufficed to feed five thousand 
persons, and that twelve baskets of fragments re- 
mained over. In the two others, slso obviously de- 
rived from a common source, distinct from the pre- 
ceding, seven loaves and a few small fishes sre 
distributed to four thousand persons, and seven 
baskets of fragments are left. 

If we were dealing with secular records, I suppose 
no candid and competent student of history would 
entertain much doubt that the originals of the three 
stories and of the two are themselvs merely diver- 
gent versions of some primitiv story, which existed 
before the three Synoptic gospels were compiled out 
of the body of traditions current about Jesus. 
This view of the case, however, is incompatible with 
a belief in the historical accuracy of the first and 
second gospels (Matt. xvi, 5-12; Mark viii, 14 21). 
For these agree in making Jesus himself speak of 
both the “four thousand” end the five thousand“ 
miracle. When I brake the five loaves among the 
five thousand, how many baskets full of broken 
pieces took ye up? They ssy unto him, twelve. 
And when the seven among the four thousand, how 
many barksts full of broken pieces took ye up? 
And they say unto him, seven." : 

Thus we are fsce to face with a dilemma the way 
of escape from which ig not obvious. Either the 
“four thousand” and the "five thousand" stories 
are both historieally true, and describe two separate 
eventa ; or the firat and second gospels testify to the 
very words of a conversation between Jesus and his 
disciples which cannot hav been uttered. 

My choice between these alternstivs is determined 
by no a priori speculations about the possibility or. 
impossibility of such events as the feeding of the 
four or of the five thousand. But I ask myself the 
question, What evidonee ought to be produced be- 
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fore I could feel justified in saying that I believed 
such an event to hav cecurred ? That question is 
very easily answered. Proof must be given (I) of 
the weight of ihe loaves and fishes at starting ; (2) 
of the distribution to 4—5,000 persons, without axy 
additional supply, of this quantity and quality of 
food; (3) of the satisfaction of these people's sppe- 
tites ; (4) of the weight and quality of the fragments 
gathered up into the baskets. Whatever my present 
notions of probability and improbability may be, 
satisfactory testimony under these four heeds would 
lead me to believe that they were erroneous, and I 
should sccept the so-called miracla as a new aud un- 
expected example of the possibilities of nature. 

But when, instead of such evidence, nothing is 
produced but two sets of discrepant stories— 
originating nobody knows how or wher—among 
persons who could believe as firmly in devils which 
enter pigs, I confess that my feeling is one of 
astonishment that anyone should expect a reasonable 
man to take such testimony seriously. ; 

I am anxious to bring about 8 clear understanding 
of the difference between "impossibilities" and 
“ improbsbilities," because mistekes on this point lay 
us open to the attacks of ecclesiastical apologists of 
the type of the late Cardinal Newman; acute 
Bophists, who’ think it fitting to employ their 
intellects as burglars employ dark-lanterns for the 
discovery of other people's weak places, while they 
carefully kesp the light away from their own 
position. 

When it is rightly stated, the Agnostic view of 
“ miracles” is, in my judgment, unassailable. We 
are not justified in the a priori assertion that the 
order of nature, as experience has revealed it to us, 
cannot change. In arguing about the miraculous, 
the assumption is illegitimate, because it involves 
the whole point in dispute. Furthermore, it is an 
assumption which takes us beyond the range of our 
faculties. Obviously, no amount of past experience 
oan warrant us in anything more than a ocrrespond- 
ingly strong expectation for the present and future. 
We find practically that expectations, based upon 
careful observations of past events, are, as & rule, 
trustworthy. We should be foolish indeed not to 
follow the only guide we hav through life. But, for 
all that, our highest and surest generalizations 
remain on the level of justifiable expectations or very 
high probabilities. For my pari, I sm unable to 
conceive of an intelligence Shaped on the model of 
that of men, however superior it might be, which eculd 
be any better off than our own in this respect; that 
is, which could possess logically justifiable grounds 
for certainty about the constancy o° the order of 
things, and therefore be in à position to declare thet 
such and such events are impossible. Some of the 
old mythologies recognized this clearly enough. 
Beyond and above Zeus and. Odin there lay the 
. unknown and inscrutable Fate which oue day or 
other would erumpie up them sud the world they 
ruled to giv place to a new order of things. 

I sincarely hope that I shall not be sccused of 
Pyrrhonism, or of any desire to weaken the founds- 
tions of rational certainty. I bav merely desired to 
point out that rational certainty is one thing, and 
talk about impossibilities,” or violation of natural 
laws," another. Rational certainty rests upon two 
grounds—the one that the evidence in favor of a 
given statement is as gocd as it can be; the other 
that such evidence is plainly insufficient. In the 
former case, the statement is to be taken ss true, in 
the latter as untrue; until something arises to 
modify the verdict, which, however properly reached, 
may always be more or less wrong, the best informa 
tion being never complete, and the best ressoning 
being liable £o fallecy. 

To quarrel with this encertainty that besets us in 
intellectual effairs would be about ss reasonable as 
to object to liv one's life with due thought for the 
morrow, because no man can be sure he will be alive 
an hour hence. Such sre the conditions imposed 
upon us by nature, and we hav to make the best of 
them. And I think that the greatest mistake those 
of us who are interested in the progress of free 
thought can make is to overlook these limitations. 
and to deck ourselvs with the dogmatic feathers 
which are the traditional adornment of our oppo- 
nents. Lat us ba content with rational certainty, 
leaving irrational certainties to those who like to 
muddle their minds with them. I cannot see my 
way to say that demons are impossibiiities; but I am 
not more certain about anything than I sm that the 
evidence fendered in favor of the demonology 
of which the Gadarene story is typical er 
ample is utterly valueless. I cannot see my way 
to say that it is “impossible” that the hunger of 
thousands of men ehould be satisfied out of the 
food supplied by half-&dczen loaves and s fish or 
two; bub it seems to me monstrous that I should be 
asked to believe ib on the faith of the five stories 
which testify to such an cc3urrerca. It is trne that 
the position that miracles are “impossible” cannot 
be sustained. But I know of nothing which call. 
vpon me to qualify ihe grave verdict of Hume: 
“There is pot to be found, in all history, any miracle 
attested by u sufficient number of men, of such un. 


is or ever wes interested. 


questioned goodress, education, and learning as to 
secure us against all delusion in themselvs; of such 
undovbted integrity as to place them beyond all 
suspicion of any design to deceive others; of such 
eredit and reputation in the eyes of mankind as to 
hav a great deal to lose in case of their being de- 
tected in any falsehood ; and at the same timeattesting 


facts performed in such a public manner, and in so 


celebrated a part of the world, as to render the 


detection unavoidable: all which circumstances 
are requisit to giv us a full assurance in the testi- 
mony of men (Hume, Inquiry, 


sec. X. part ii). 
T. H. Hozier. 
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A Chicago Reporter Finds Colonel Ingersoll. 


From the Inter. Ocean. 


Ool. Robert G. Ingersoll yesterday sustained his 


reputation for an ability to giv a thoroughly in 


fouch talk upon any subject in which the public 
After his labors on 
Colonel Babcock's suit and the railroad case 
which brought him to the city, the genial pope 
stretched himself out in his room at the Grand 
Pacific, and found something worthy of earnest 
eomment in every current topic from woman suf- 
frage to horse-racing. His opinion of the former 
topic will endear him to the svffragisis whatever 
they may think of his religion. 

“T claim no right that I am not willing to giv to 
my wife and daughter and to the wives and dsugh- 
ters of other men,” be said. We will never hav s 
generation of great men until we hav bed a genera 
tion of great women. I do not regard ignorance as 
the foundation of virtue, nor uselessness ss one of 
the requisits of a lady. I sm a believer in equal 
rights. Those who are amenable to the laws should 
hav a voice in mskivg the Jaws. In every depart. 
ment where women has had an equal opportunity 
with man, she has shown that she has equal capacity. 

“George Sand was a great writer, George Eliot 
was one of the greatest, Mrs. Brawning a marvelous 
poet—and the lyrie- beauty of her ‘Mother and 
Poet is greater than anything her husband ever 
wrote—Harriet Martineau a wonderful woman, and 
Ouida is probably the greatest living writer, man or 
woman. Giv the women 5 chance.” 

The colonel’s recent election as a life.member of 
the Manhattan Athletic Olub, due strangely enough 
to a speech of his denouncing certain forms of sport, 
was referred to and this led him to express his con- 
tempt for prize fighting, and then he said on the 
subject of horse-racing : 

“The only objection I hav to horseracing," he 
said, is its cruelty. The whip and spur should be 
banished from the track. As long as these sre used 
the race-track will breed a very low and heartless get 
of mer. I hate to gee a brute whip and spur a noble 
animal. The good people object to racing because 
of the betting. but bad people, like myself; object to 
the cruelty. Men are not forced to bet. That is 
their own business, but the poor horse, straining 
every nerve, does not ask for the lash and iron. 
Abolish torture on the track and let the best horse 
win.” 

Mr. Ingersoll did not thirk Blaine would be s 
candidate, but beyond that he hed no information to 
giv. Apropos, however, of Blaine’s conference 
yesterday with the president in regard to the Ohilian 
insult to the United States flag he expressed himself 
strongly. i 

“In the first place I think that our government 
was wrong in taking the part of Balmaceda. In the 
next place we made a misteke in seizing the Itata. 
America should always side with the right. We 
should care nothing for the pretender in power, and 
Balmaceda was a cruel, tyrannical scoundrel. We 
should be with the people everywhere. I do not 
blame Ohili for feeling a little revengeful. We ought 
to remember that Obili is weak, and nations, like 
individuals, sre sensitiv in proportion that they are 
weak. Lot us treat Chili just ss we would England. 
We are too strong to be unjust.” 

To avoid talking of Harrison and Blaine, Mr. 
Ingersoll brought up the contest between the 
former's grandfather and Van Buren. “I can 
remember two incidents of ihe campaign of 1840," 
he said. “One was a precession in which the oriel 
thing was a transparency representing Van Buren 
a:temp!ing to pick the lock of en iron box which 
stood for the sub-treasury. while Harrison stood 
over him with a club. Another was a handbill 
which urged psople not to vote for Van Buren 
because he wanted negroes to be given the ballot if 
owning $250 worth of property, and claimed the 
vote of tse people for Harrison because ke had 
signed eleven petitions asking that Indiana be made 
a slave state, and that was ‘grandfather's hst. 


A Proposed Constitutional Amendment in 
Maryland. 
F om the Bol imore Sun 

One of the objecte of the fifteenth amendment to 
the corstitution is fo giv the legislature power to 
pass laws forever exempting church property, paro- 
chial schools, convents, graveyards, and parsonages 
from taxation. 
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Our present constitution provides “That every 
person in the state, or person holding property 
therein, cught to contribute bis proportion cf public 
taxes for the support of the government.” 

The third section of Bill of Rights of the United 
States Constitution deciares : No man can cf right 
be compelled to attend, erect, cr support any place 
of worship, cr to maintain any ministry agsinsb bis 
consent." 

To defeat such wise provisions as these the pro- 
posed fifteenth amendment is intended. Exempting 
ehuroh property and ehureh institutions is certainly 
contributing to the support of these institutions. 

The state and city now make an equivalent of giving 
about $3 000 a year fo the support of Mount Vernon 
M. E. church, about $5 000 to support the convent, 
corner of Park and Canter streets, about $2 500 for 
the Eutaw place Baptist church, and so c», until it 
piles up a million or ao for kindred corporations, but 
for humble little missions, struggling in a modest 
way to “work for the glory of God,” it givs only 
an exemption of a few dollars! 

Is this fair to the gonersi taxpayer? Is it equita- 
ble to those who sre content to worship God in an 
humble temple? Ie is just to the non-church.gcer, 
the Agnostic, the Turk, the Mongolian, and others 
who hav no sscred shrines here to worship? Would 
a temple to Joss be conduciv to publie morality ? 
Yet would it nof bay the same right to claim ex- 
emption ? 

Churches psy their preachers, their organista, 
their rextons, and their choir. singers, so why do they 
shrink from paying their debt to the state? 

They claim 50 tes ch others to be honest, so why 
not set an example by being honest themselvs ? 

Two-thirds of the people do not attend any 
church, and why should they be taxed to pay for 
the other third, particularly when that other third 
is to s greater extent composed of a wealthier clacs 
of the people? 

Why should the humble home of a struggling 
mechanic, or that of a wretched widow striving to 
keep a roof over ber fatherless little ones, be texed 
up to the very hilt, while a magnificent temple worth 
$300 000 goes acot-free? Is God so poor that he 
accapis favors of the stete while his poorest crest- 
urea are driven by the tax- gatherers out to beg their 
breed? Has his church become so low as to bea 
peuper upon the state? By what right does it 
ignore the teachings of him who taught his follow- 
ers “to render unto Cæsar the things that sre 
Cessr'h?" Osn it be proven that the church is in 
such a eordition as to actually need the support of 
the state? 

It is now the richest orgsnization in the world. 
If the money epent for its support was used to feed 
the hungry end clothe the neked there would not be 
a case of soiual want in the whole world. A vote 
for the fifteenth amendment means a vole toward 
the more ¢ffcotual union of church and state. While 
the defeat of the amendment will not force the vari- 
ous ecclesiastical institutions to stand a fair share of 
the public burden, it will nevertheless save our state 
from retrograding toward the terrible epoch of the 
world’s history when church and state were practi- 
cally united. The church then teught that “the 
powers that be are of God,” but the forefathers of 
this country taught that “the power to govern 
somes from the consent of the governed.” 

A. PanTLETT Lrovp. 
tO — 


How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and 
thus save & half dollar apiece. : . 

2. Get your newsdesier to display it on his stand 
or in big shop window. Be sure that ke displays the 
pictures. ] 

3. Get your newsdesler to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to take off his 
hands at the end of zhe week any that remain unsold. 
If he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and cireuiate them 
among your acquaintances. On your request, we 
will send you back-number sample copies free. 

5. Leave s copy ocessionally where it will be 
picked up—in the train, in the factory, in the 
meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Lerve it pioture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts 
and when convenient band one to a friend. . 

7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend 
to teko it. — 

We will furnish free sample pages —pietures and 
text—ot the * Freethinkers Pictorial Text-Book " to 
any friend who will distribute them where they will 
do good, and to anyone who will become a selling 
agent a liberal diseount will be made. A Freethinker 
of good address, man or woman, out of work, could 
mrko mood salary selling this book in sny town of 
faixly Liberal inhabitants. 
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Colonel Ingersoll Speaks of The Tendency of Vite dE to 1 . those who neither 
i ink nor feel remain orthodox. 
sen prunis cain Miri Tung “For many years the Christian world has been 


PA " _ | engaged in examining the religion of other peoples, 
Oo). Robert G. Ingersoll arrived in the city yester | and the Christian scholars hav had but little trouble 
day morning to try a case in the Uaited States court: 


: 25 in demonstrating the origin of Mohammedanism 
The case went over until to-day, giving the doughty 


: : and Buddhism and all other isms except ours. 
skeptic an opportunity to secure needed rest. A re- | After having examined other religions in the light of 
porter found him in room No. 33 at the Grand Pacific 


: : science, it occurred to some of our own theologians 
in company with his daughter Maud and a number to examin their own doctrin in the same way, and 
of friends who had dropped in for the hearty hand- | the result has been exactly the same in both cases. 
grasp and the genuin welcome with which the 


age : x ich the Dr. Briggs, as I believe, is a man of education. Ha 
apostle of the new faith invariably receives his visit- is undoubtedly familiar with other religions, and has, 
ors. A trifling increase in the silver tint of his hair | to some extent at least, made himself femiliar with 
is the only reminder that Col. Rob is advancing with | the sacred books of other people. Dr. Briggs 
the years. His voice is as full, his hand as firm, and | knows that no human being knows who wrote a line 
his mind as vigorous and aggressiv as ever. The | of the Oid Testament. He knows as well as he can 
conversation naturally ran on theology and politics, | know anything, for instance, that Moses never wrote 
and the colonel was asked : ; : one word of the books attributed to him. He knows 
“Do you regard the Briggs trial as any evidence | also that the book of Genesis was made by putting 
of the growth of Liberalism in the church itself?“ two or three stories together. He also knows that it 
“When men get together,” replied Col. Ingersoll, 


R gers", | ia not the oldest story, but was borrowed. He 
* and meke what they call a creed, the supposition is | knows that in this boek of Genesis there is not one 
that they then say as nearly as possible what they 


a h word calculated to make a human being better or to 
mean and what they believe. A written creed, of] shed the slightest light on human conduct. He 
necessity, remains substantially the same. In a few knows, if he knows anything, that the Mosaic code, 
years this creed ceases to giv exactly the new shade | go. called, was, and is, exceedingly barbarous and not 
of thought. Then begin two processes, one of de- | calculated to do justice between man and man, or be- 
struction and the other of preservation. In every | tween nation and nation. He knows that the Jewish 
church, as in every party, and as you may say in| people pursued a course caleulated to destroy them- 
every corporation, there are two wings—one pro- gelvs; that they refused to make friends with their 
gressiv, the other conservativ. In the church there | neighbors ; that they had not the slightest idea of 
will be a few, and they will represent the real intelli- 


UH. E Hl- | the rights of other people; that they really sup- 
gence of the church, who become dissatisfied with | posed that the earth was theirs, and that their God 
the creed, and who at first satisfy themselvs by giv- 


1 d was the greatest God in the heavens. He also knows 
ing new meanings to old words. On the other band, | that there are many thousands of mistakes in the O.d 
the conservativ party sppesls to emotions, to memo- 


j 1 Testament as translated. He knows that the book 
ries, and to the experiences of their fellow-members 


: of Issiah is made up of several books. He knows 
for the purpose of upholding the old dogmas and the | the same thing in regard to the New Testament. 
old ideas; so that esch creed ia like a crumbling 


C 1 > He also knows that there were many other books that 
castle. The conservatives plant ivy and other vines, | were once considered sacred that hav been thrown 
hoping thst their leaves will hide the cracks and 


i away, and that nobody knows who wrote a solitary 
erosions of time; but the thoughtful see beyond 


: line of the New Testament. 
these leaves and are satisfied that the structure itself 


! € INTERPOLATIONS IN THE TESTAMENTS. = 
is in process of decay, and that no amount of ivy can * Besides all this, Dr. Briggs knows that the O'd 
restore the crumbling stones. 


and New Testaments are filled with interpolations, 
WHEN A CREED WAS FORMULATED. and he knows that the passages of scripture which 
“The old Presbyterian creed, when it was first | hay been taken as foundation stones for creeds were 
formulated, satisfied a certain religious intellect. At | written hundreds of years after the death of Christ. 
that time people were not very merciful. They had He knows well enough that Ohrist never said, ‘I 
no clegr conceptions of justice. Their lives were for | osme not to bring peace, but a sword.’ He knows 
the most part hard; most of them suffered the pains | that the same being never said, ‘Thou art Peter, and 
and pangs of poverty ; nearly all lived in tyrannical on this rock will I build my church.’ He knows, too, 
governments and were the sport of nobles and kings. | tst Christ never said, ‘ Whosoever believes shail be 
Their idea of God was born of their surroundings. | saved, and whosoever believes not shall be damned.’ 
God, to them, was an infinit king who delighted in | He knows that these were interpolations. He knows 
exhibitions of power. At any rate, their minds were | that the sin against the Holy Ghost is another inter- 
go constructed that they conceived of an infinit being | polation. He knows, if he knows anything, that the 
who, billions of years before the world was, made up gospel secording to John was written long after the 
his mind as to whom he would save and whom he | rest, and that »early all the poison and superstition 
would damn. He not only made up his mind as to| of orthodoxy is in that book. He knows also, if he 
the number he would save and the number that | knows anything. that St. Paul never read one of the 
should be lost, but he saved and damned without | tour gospels. Knowing all these things, Dr. Briggs 
the slightest refereroe to the character of the 


E £ À hes had the honesty to say that there was some 
individual They believed then, and some pretend | trouble about taking the Bible as absolutely inspired 
to believe yet, that God damns & man not because 


38 | in word and punctuation. I do not think, however, 
he is bad, and that he saves a man not because he is that he can maintain his own position and still re- 
good, but simply for the purpose of self-glorification | main a Presbyterian or anything like a Presbyterian. 
and as an exhibition of his eternal justice. It would | He takes the ground, I believe, that there are three 
be impossible to conceive of any creed more horrible 


D 1 sources of knowledge: First, the Bible; second, the 
than that of the Presbyterians. Although I admit— 


church; third, reason. It seems to me tbat reason 
and I not only admit but I asseri—that the craeds 


Lm t should come first, because if you say the Bible is a 
of all orthodox Christians are substantially the same, | source of authority, why do you say it? Do you say 
the Presbyterian creed says plainly what it means. | this because your reason is convinced that itis? If 
There is no hesitation, no evasion. The horrible 


t A i 80, then reagon is the foundation of that belief. If, 
truth, so-called, is stated in the clearest possible 


in, you say the church is a source of authority, 
language. One would think after reading this creed "hy do d d 


i ; A why do you say so? It must be because its history 
that the men who made it not only believed it but | convinces your reason that it is. Consequently, the 
were really glad it was true. 


Ad it foundation of that idea is reason. At the bottom of 

“Ideas of justice, of the use of power, of the use | this pyramid must be reason, and no man is under 

of mercy, hav greatly changed in the last century. | any obligation to believe that which is unreasonable 
‘We are beginning dimly to see that each man is the 


AU 18 the | to him. He may believe things that he cannot prove, 
result of an infinit number of conditions, of an infinit | but he does not believe them because they are un- 
number of facts, most of which existed before he reasonable. He believes them because he thinks 
was born. We are beginning dimly to see that} they are not unreasonable, not impossible, not im- 
while reason is a pilot each soul navigates the probable. But, after all, reason is the crucible in 
mysterious sea filled with tides and unkaown | which every fact must be placed, and the*result fixes 
currents set in motion by ancestors long since dust. 


C the belief of the intelligent man. ' 
We are beginning to see that defects of mind are REASON TO DECIDE DB. BRIGGSS FATE. 
transmitted precisely the same as defects of body, It seems to me that the whole Presbyterian creed 
and in my judgment the time is coming when we | must come down together. It is a scheme based 
will no more think of punishing a man for larceny 


D ; ; upon certain facts, so called. There is in it the fall 
than for having the consumption. We will know | of man. There is in it the scheme of the atonement, 
that tbe thief is a necessary and natural result of 


ui 1 and there is the idea of hell, eternal punishment, and 
conditions, preparing, you may say, the field of the the idea of heaven, eternal reward; and yet, accord- 
world for the growth of man. We wil no longer ing to their creed, hell is not a punishment and 
depend upon accident, and ignorance, and providence. | heaven is not & reward. Now, if we do away with 
We will depend upon intelligence and science. the fall of man we do away with the atonement ; then 
BHOOKING TO THE AVERAGE MIND we do away with all supernatural religion. Then we 
“The Presbyterian creed is no longer in harmony | come back tohuman reason. Personally, I hope that 
with the average sense of man. It shocks the | the Presbyterian church will be advanced enough and 
average mind. It seems too monstrous to be true; splendid enough to be honest, and if it is honest, all 
too horrible to find a lodgment in the mind of the | the gentlemen who amount to anything who assist in 
civilized man. The Presbyterian minister who j the trial of Dr. Briggs will in all probability agree 
thinks is giving new meanings to the old words. 


| with him and he will be acquitted. But if they 
The Presbyterian minister who feels also givs new 


dox, then he will be convicted. To me it is simply 
miraculous that any man should imagin that the 
Bible is the source of truth. There waa a time when 
all scientific facts were measured by the Bible. That 
time is past, and now the believers in the Bible are 
doing their best to convince us that it is in harmony 
with science. 
change of standards. When I was a boy science 
was measured by the Bible. 
measured by scienca. 
it is impossible for me to conceive what kind of a 
mind a man has who finds in the history of the 
church the fact that it has been a source of truth. 
How can anyone come to the conclusion that the 
Oatholic church has been a source of truth, a source 
of intellectual light? 
the church of John Calvin has been a gource of truth? 
If its creed is not true, if its doctrins are mistakes, 
if its dogmas are monstrous delusions, how can it be 


In other words, I hav lived to gee a 


Now the Bible ig 
This is an immense step. So 


How can anyone believe that 


said to hav been a source of truth? 
My opinion is that Dr. Briggs will not be satisfied 
with the step he has taken. He has turned his face. 


a little toward the light. The farther he walks the 


harder it will be for him to turn back. The proba- 
bility is that the orthodox wiil turn him out, and the 
process of driving out men of thoüght and men of 
genius will go on until the remnant will be as ortho- 
dox as they are stupid." 

“Do you think mankind is drifting away from the 
supernatural ?” 

“My belief is that the supernatural has had its 
day. The church must either change or abdicate. 
That is to say, it must keep step with the progress 
of the world or be trampled under foot. The ehurch 
as a power has ceased to exist. To day itis a matter 
of infinit indifference what the pulpit thinks unless 
there comes the voice of heresy from the sacred 
place. Every orthodox minister in the United States 
is listened to jast in the proportion that he preaches 
beresy. The real simon-pure orthodox clergyman 
delivers his homilies to empty benches and to a few 
at cient people who kaow nothing of the tides and 
currents of modern thought. The orthodox pulpit 
to day has no thought, and the pews are substantiallly 
in the same condition. There was a time when the 
curse of the church whitened the face of a race, but 
now its anathema is the food of laughter.” 

“What in your judgment is to be the outcome of 


the prezent agitation in religious circles ?" 


PEOPLE ARE ENJOYING THE PRESENT. 

* My idea is that people more and more sre de- 
clining the postponement of happiness to another 
world. The general tendency is to enjoy the present. 
All religions hav taught men that the pleasures of 
this world are of no account; that they sre nothing 
but husks, and rags, and che ff, and disappointment ; 
that whoever expects to be happy in this world 
makes a mistake ; that there is nothing on the earth 
worth striving for; that the principal business of 
mankind should be to get ready to be happy in an- 
other world; that the great occupation is to save 
your soul, and when you get it saved, when you are 
satisfied that you are one of the elect, then pack up 
all your worldly things in a very small trunk, take it 
to the dock of time that runs out into the ocean of 
eternity, sit down on it, and wait for the ship of 
death. And of course each church is the only one 
that sells a through ticket which can be depended 
on. In all religion, so far as I know, is an admixture 
of asceticism, and the greater the quantity the more 
beautiful the religion has been considered. The 
tendency of the world to-day is to enjoy life while 
you hav it; it is to get something out of the present 
moment; and we hav found that there are things 
worth living for even in this world. We hav found 
that a man can enjoy himself with wife and children; 
that we can be happy in the acquisition of knowledge; 
that we can be very happy in assisting others; in 
helping those we love; that there is some joy in 
poetry, in ecience, and in the enlargement and de- 
velopment of the mind; that there is some delight in 
music, and in the drama, and in the arts. We are 
finding, poor as the world is, that it beats a promis 
the fulfilment of which is not to take place until after 
death. The world is also finding out another thing, 
and that is that the gentlemen who preach these 
various. religions, and promis these rewards, and 
threaten these punishments, know nothing whatever 
of the subject; that they are as blindly ignorant 
as the people they pretend to teach, and the 
people are as blindly ignorant as the animals 
below them. We kav finally concluded that 
no human being has the slightest conception 
of origin or of destiny, and that this life, not only 
in its commencement but in its end, is just as mys- 
terious to-day as if was fo the first man whose eyes 
greeted the rising sun. We are no nearer the solu- 
tion of the problem than those who lived thousands 
of years before us, and we are just as near it as 
those who will liv millions of years after we are dead. 
So many people having arrived st the conclusion 
that nobody knows and that nobody can know, like 
sensible folks they hav made up their minds to enjoy 
this life. I hav oftea said, and I say again, that I 
feel as though I were ona ship not knowing the 


throw aside their reason and remsin blindly prho- I port from which ib sailed, not knowing the bsrbor 
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to which it was going, not having a speaking ac- 
quaintance with any of the officers, and I hay made 
up my mind to hav as good s time with the other 
passengers as possible under the circumstances. If 


this ship goes down in midsea I hav at least made 
something, and if it reaches s harbor of perpetual 
delight I hav lost nothing, and I hav had a heppy 
voyage. And I think millions and millions are 
agreeing with me. - 

DOING AS THEY MUST. 

“Now, understand, I am not finding fault with 
any of these religions or with any of these ministers. 
These religions and these ministers are the necessary 
and natural products of sufficient causes. Mankind 
has traveled from barbarism to what we now call 
civilization by many pathe, all of which under the 
circumstances were absolutely necessary ; and while 
I think the individual does as he must I think the 
same of the church, of the corporation, and of the 
nation, and not only of the nation but of the whole 
human race. Consequently I hav no malice and no 
prejudices. I hav likes and dislikes. I do not blame 
a gourd for not being a canteloupe, but I like 
canteloupes. So I do not blame the old bard-shell 
Presbyterian for not being a philosopher, but I like 
philosophers. So to wind it all up with regard to 
the tendency of modern thought, or as to the 
outcome of what you call religion, my own belief is 
that what is known as religion will disappear from 
the human mind. Aud by. ‘religion’ I mean the 
supernatural. By ‘religion’ I mean living in this 
world for another, or living in this world to gratify 
some supposed being, whom we never saw and about 
whom we know nothing, and of whose existence we 
know nothing. In other words, religion consists of 
the duties we are supposed to owe to the first great 
cause and of certain things necessary for us to do 
here to insure happiness hereafter. These ideas, in 
my judgment, are destined to perish, and men will 
become convinced that all their duties are within 
their reach, and that obligations can exist only be- 
tween them and other sentient beinge. Another 
ides, I think, will force itself upon the mind, which 
is this: That he who livs the best. for this world 
livs the best for another if there be one. In other 
words, humanity will take the place of what is called 
‘religion.’ Science will displace superstition, and to 
do justice will be the ambition of men. - 

My creed is this: Happiness is the only good. 
The place to be happy is here. The time to be 
happy is now. ‘The way to be happy is to make 
others so." 

* What is going to take the place of the pulpit ?” 

A OHUROH ON A SENSIBLE BASIS. 

“I hav for a long time wondered why somebody 
didn't start a church on a sensible basis. My idea 
is this: There.are, of course, ia every community 
lawyers, doctors, merchante, and people of all trades 
and professions who hav not the time during the 
week to pay avy particular attention to history, 
poetry, art, or song. Now, it seems to me that it 
would be a good thing to hav a church and for these 
men to employ a man of ability, of talent, to preach 

to them Sundays, and let this man say to this con- 
- gregation: Now, Iam going to preach to you for 

the first few Sundays—eight or ten or twenty, we 
will say—on the art, poetry, and intellectual achieve- 
ments of the Greeks.’ Let this man study all the 
week and tell his congregation Sunday what he has 
ascertained. Lot him giv to his people the history 
of such men as Plato, as Socrates, what they did ; of 
Aristotle, of his philosophy; of the great Greeks, 
their statesmen, their dramatists, their poets, actors, 
and sculptors, and let him show the debt that mod- 
ern civilization owes to these people. Let him, too, 
giv their religions, their mythology—a mythology 
that has sown the seeds of beauty in every land. 
Then let him take up Rome. Let him show what a 
wonderful and practical people they were ; let him 
giv an idea of their statesmen, orators, poets, lawyers 
—because probably the Romans were the greatest 
jawyers. Aud so let him go through with nation 
after nation, biography after biography, and at the 
same time let there be a Sunday-school connected 
with this church where the children shall be taught 
something of importance. For instance teach them 
botany, and when a Sunday is fair, clear, and beauti- 
ful, let them go to the fields and woods with their 
teachers, and in a little while they will become ac- 
quainted with all kinds of trees and shrubs and flower- 
ing plants. They could also be taught entomology, so 
that every bug would be interesting, for they would 
see the facts in science—something of use to them. 
I believe that such a church and such a Sunday- 
school would at the end of a few years be the most 
intelligent collection of people in the Uaited States. 
To teach the children all of these things and to 
teach their parents, too, the outlines of every science 
so that every listener would know something of 
geology, something of astronomy, so that every 
member could tell the manner in which they find the 
distance of a star—how much better that would be 
than the old talk about Abraham. Isaac, and Jacob, 
and quotations from Haggai and Zephaniah, and all 
this eternal talk about the fall of man and the garden 
of Eden, and the flood and the atonement, and the 


a 


forced to go into partnership not only with music 
but with painting and with architecture. 
church was simply a dry-goods box with a small 
unpromising as the creed. But even Protestants 


hav been forced to hire a choir of ungodly people 
who happened to hav beautiful voices, and they, too, 


SONS. 


wonders of Revelation! Even if the religious scheme 


be true, it can be told and understood as well in one 
day as in a hundred years. The church says: ‘He 
that hath ears to hear let him hear.’ I say: ‘He 
that hath brains to think, let him think.’ . ) 
THEATERS DISPLACING CHURCHES, : 

So, too, the pulpit is being displaced by what 
are called places of amusement, which are really 
places where men go because they find there a some- 
thing which satisfies in a greater or less degree the 
hunger of the brain. Never before was the theater 
as popular as if is now. Never before was as much 
money lavished upon the stage as now. Very few 


‘men having their choice would go to hear a sermon, 


especially of the orthodox kind, when they had a 
chance to see Joseph Jefterson. The man must be 
a curious combination who would prefer an orthodox 
sermon, we will say, to a concert given by Theodore 
Thomas. And I may say in passing that I hav 
great respect for Theodore Thomas because it was 
he who first of all opened to the American people 
the golden gates of music. He made the American 
people acquainted with the great masters, and espe- 
cially with Wagner, and it is a debt that we shall 
always owe him. In this day the opera—that is to 
say, music in every form—is tending to displace the 
pulpit. The pulpits hav to go in partnership with 
music now. Hundreds of people hav excused them- 
selva to me for going to church, saying they hav 
splendid music. Long ago the Catholic church was 


The Prot- 
estant church for along time thought it could do 
without these beggarly elements, and the Protestant 


steeple on top of if, its walls as bleak and bare and 


hav appealed to the organ. Music is taking the 
place of creed, and there is more real devotional 
feeling summoned from the temple of the mind by 
great music than by any sermon ever delivered. 
Music, of all other things, givs wings to thought 
and allows the soul to rise above all the pains and 
troubles of this life, and to feel for a moment as 
though it were absolutely free, above all clouds, des- 
tined to enjoy forever. So, too, science is beckoning 
with countless hands. Men of genius are every- 
where beckoning men to discoveries, promising them 
fortunes compared with which Aladdin’s lamp was 
weak and poor. All these things take men from the 
church; take men from the pulpit. In other words, 
prosperity is the enemy of the pulpit. When men 
enjoy life, when they are prosperous: here, they are 


in love with the arts, with. the sciences, with every- 
thing that givs joy, with everything that promises 


plenty, and they care nothing about the prophecies 
of evil that fall from the solemn faces of the par- 
They look in other directions: They are not 
thinking about the end of the world. They hate 
the lugubrious and they enjoy the sunshine of to- 


day. And this, in my judgment, is the highest phi- 
losophy: First, do not regret having lost yesterday ; 
second, do not fear that you will lose to-morrow ; 
third, enjoy to-day. 


“Astrology was displaced by astronomy. Alchemy 


and the black art gave way to chemistry. Science 
is destined to take the place of superstition. 
judgment the religion of the future will be Reason.” 


In my 


Well, colonel, having closed out the theological 
department, the Zribune would like to know if you 


are still a Republican ?” 


INGERSOLL ON POLITIOS. 
“Tam a protectionist and I believe in protection 


not so much on account of financial results, not so 
much because it makes or loses money, but I am a 
believer in a diversity of industries. 
on should make everything that it uses, if pos- 
sible. 
permit a self-sustaining people. 


I believe this 


We should be as nearly as the circumstances 
If we make every- 
thing that we use we will find employment for every 
kind of talent, for every aptitude, for all kinds of 
genius; whereas, if we hav fewer industries, we will 
hav millions of people employed in vceations to 
which they are not adapted. The greatest crop that 
a nation can raise is s crop of great men and great 
women; and we will never be a great success as a 
nation until we hav produced intellectually the high- 
est. I think America to-day stands at the head of 
inventors; and had it not baen for protection, had 
it not been for the fact that our manufactures bav 
been shielded by tariff, there would hav been, in my 
jadgment, but few inventions. Men will not embark 
in any business unless they think there is a prospect 
of success, a chanca of making money; and had 
there been no tariff there would hav been but few 
manufactures, because it would hav been impossible 
for our people to hav competed with the Old World, 
where there were two cheap things, labor and capital, 
both of which were high in the Uaited States. Then 
the O'd World had capital. Interest waslow. The 


Oid World had thousands and millions of people 
Labor was low. I wes 
reading yesterday a speech by McKinley at Cleve- 
Jand, and in that speech he states that England has 


on the edge of starvation. 


not been so very prosperous under free trade, and 
that the United States has not been such a terrible 
failure under protection. He states that in this 
country there are about eleven hundred paupers to 
each million inhabitants, and that in. England—a 
country that enjoys the full blessings oi free trade 
according to St. Gladstone—there are to each mill- 
ion 26,250 paupere. That is to say, in this country 
we hav one-tenth of one per cent of our population 


who are paupers, and in that country the paupers 
number over two and six-tenths per cent. 


Now it 
seems to me that the present condition of this coun- 
try is a demonstration that protection will not de- 


stroy, and certainly the statistics as far as Great 
Britain is concerned do show that free trade will not 
of itself take care of the people. In this country 
this year we hav probably produced from the earth, 
from the mines, and from the workshops things to 
the value of $5,000,000 000. OF all people on earth 
we are the best fed, the best clothed, and the best 
housed, on an aversge; and all this has been done 
in spite of protection. But, as I said in the first 
place, the greater the diversity of industry, the 
ponen other things being equal, the development 
of brain. . 


HOW A NATION CAN GROW IGNORANT. 
“There is another thing, coming to the mere 


matter of money: The man or the nation that raises 
and sells raw material will grow ignorant and poor. 
The raising of raw material does not require any par- 
ticular intelligence in the labor. 
that it remains ignorant, because man as a rule live 
in accordance with his necessities and opportunities 
—especially with his necessities. 
raising and selling raw cotton we sell cotton as cloth, 

as car-wheels, and in every possible form in which 

cotton can be manufactured, then we get in our 

country not only the profits of the raw material, but 
of the manufactured article. 
all the profit out of-the cotton business that is in 
the cotton business. So, if we simply dig iron and 
ship it we remain poor; but when we put iron in 


The consequence is 


Now, if instead of 


In other words, we get 


every form in which it can be used we not only get 
all the profit there is in the iron business, but we de- 
velop the intelligence of the people; and there is a 
vast difference between the intelligence that digs the 
ore and the intelligence that makes the locomotiv. 


There is avast difference between the intelligence 
of the man who simply digs in the ground and that 
of the man who constructs an engin capable of forcing 
a ship scross the Atlantic in six days. SoI might go 
on showing the thousands and thousands of thinge 
made out of iron, not only in the making of which 
there is profit, but the making of which develops the 
mind of the maker. 


[Here the colonel entered upon a further applica- 


tiun of his tariff doctrin, as well as upon opinions on 
the money and other questions, which utterar cos we 
shall take pleasure in laying before our renders next 
week.—E». T. 8 


—ꝛ— — 


Lectures and Meetings. 


NovgMRER 18 h Albert Chavannes speaks at the Manhat- 
tan Liberal Club, 220 East 15th street, on ‘‘ Practical 
Nationalism.“ . 


W. S. Beru is now lecturing in Iowa. After finishing 


lecture engagments there and in Nebraska, he will go through 
Kansas, Texas, Arizona, over the Southern Pacific railroad 
to California. 
address him at Des Moines, Ia., 522 West Grand avenue. 


He wishes those desiring lectures by him to 


TRE Chicago Secular Uaion elected officers on the evening 
of October 25:h for the coming year as follows: President, 
Horace Bennett; vice-president, James Abbott; honorary 
vice-president, E. N. Ger; secretary, Gorge Borst; 
treasurer, John F. Geeting. The Uaion will hereafter hold 
two Sunday evening meetings, one at Fort Dearborn Hall, 
181 West Madison street; the other at 116 F.fth avenue. 


Mes. Marre Keexet will spend the month of December 
lecturing in Texas and the following four months in Kansas, 
Nebraska, and Jowa. Her address this month is 363 Third 
street, Portland, Oregon; after that, cre of Mrs. J. W. 
Grit, 448 Bryan street, Dallas, Texas. Mrs. Krekel has been 
lecturing in British Columbia to large audiences. At Vic- 
toria and Nanaimo the largest halls were insufficient to 
accommodate the crowds who wanted to hear the gospel of 
freedom. The Victoria Colonist, which usually will not 
admit anything complimentary of Freethought, says of her 
lecture in that city: She eloquently handled her theme, 
and evidently carried ker audience with her, judging from 
the applause which she received. The spesker held that 
the salient points of ecclesiastical law were but the result of 
a high plane of morality which had been reached and taught 
ages before Judaism was recognized as a religion. Mrs. 
Krekel disputed the assertion that common law was heaven- 
born or of divine origin, and held it was simply a compact 
among men to do what was right and just. Science, she 
maintained, had opened the book of fact, and the old 
doctrins of superstition were fast bsing supplanted by the 
reasonable tenets of the present. The lecturess kept her 
&udience interested during her remarks, and showed herself 
to be a cultured and deep-thinking lady. She will be 
welcomed by a large audience should she come again.” 
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Communications. 


“Religion and the Church. 


Where ignora: ce is bliss, 
"Tis folly to be wise. 

All religions, all creeds, ars based on ignorance. 
Superstition and bigotry are the twin children of ig- 
norance, and the three combined are the founders, 
the pioneers, of all religions. 

Ignoranes produces fanatics, and fanatics create 
creeds and expounders of creeds. 

The various religions do not appeal to man’s rea- 
son or common sense, but they do appeal to his su- 
perstition, to his faith in the creed. Thus ihe entire 
religious structure is founded on faith, and his 
(man’s) faith is based on superstition, the offspring 
of ignorance, Without superstition, what would the 
Ohristian (or any other) religion be worth?  Eradi- 
eate superstition from the mind of man, prove to 
him that every cause produces a relativ effect, and 
that moment religion loses its hold on the mind and 
man becomes free. He no longer believes in the in- 
numerable cruel acts of a man-crested (so-called) 


merciful God. He no longer believes in the incon- | 


sistent and unnatural acts and incidents recorded 
in that greatest of impositions, the Bible. Reason 
teaches him that if there is a personal God, an im- 
mortal creator, who has the power to endow man 
with creativ attributes, this oreativ power must 
be inherent with God. If this is true. from 
whom did God inherit his creativ power? Reason 
teaches man the utter absurdity of a dostrin that 
claims a beginning and an ending to God's chief 
work, the earth, and yet claims no beginning or 
ending to God the crestor. Reason clearly shows 
man that if naught existed prior to the priestly ac. 
count of the creation, then of a surety God must 
constitute a part of that chaotic nothing of 
which God made this world. It is reason that 
prompts man to reflach and investigate. It teaches 
him that books were produced by man. It tesches 
him that throughout thousands of years of this 
world’s history there never was and never will bea 
book produced unless produced by man. R<flaction 
shows man that just in the proportion that we sre 
free of the galling chains of superstition, just in that 
proportion we strive to better our earthly conditions, 
and thus secure the many comforts that we enjoy to- 
day. We require better evidence than water changed 
into blood or wine to convince us that a man born of 


woman is the only begotten son of God. Man now | d 


reasons that if this wonderful erestiv power, God, 
was all-powerful, it was just as easy for him to hav 
made man mele and female as it was to be compelled 
to use a rib—stolen from the mar — from which to 
make woman; and the chances are, if he had not 
noticed that the animals were male and female when 
he paraded them before Adam, he would never hav 
thought of poor Mother Eve at all. Again, it would 
hav been just as easy for God to cause a deep sleep 
to fall upon Pharaoh and his people and thus liberate 
the children of Israel, as it was to open a passage 
through a deep sea that his chosen ones might go 
over dry-shod. To my reason it would hav been 
much easier to hav held Jonah in Nineveh than to 
cause poor sailors to lose their cargo, and God ba 
thus compelled to use great fish as ferry boats. 
To my mind it is much easier to love a pure man 
than zn immoral one; yet this God chooses such 
men as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Lot, David, and 
Amnon, and we find his only begotten son was not 
much better in the choice of his companions, Rea- 
son teaches us that life could not exist in a fiery fur- 
nace; yet God's word tells us of three men who 
lived in such a furnace, and— worse than all—that 
the smell of fire was not upon their clothes, neither 
was their hair or shoes singed or scorched. Now, if 
you do not acknowledge your belief in this lie, the 
God-saved clergy, to whom the people pay large sal- 
aries, will tell you, in tones of assumed pity, that you 
are lost, damned, yes, damned forever. Do they 
honestly believe what they preach? No, they do 
not; and, in proof of my assertion, we read accounts 
of the clergy voluntarily leaving their pulpits for 
opinion's sake, while others are asked to resign. Oan 
any free, reasoning mind believe that there ever was g 
God who would giv such orders as the Bible God is 
supposed to hav given to Joshua? Oan it be possi- 
ble that a creator would destroy his works simply 
because they carried out the law created within 
them ? 

Can any reasonable man or woman honestly believe 
that God was exalted through having his son enter 
Jerusalem on the foal of an sss? If this man Christ 
actually was the only son of God, did he not know 
ib? Did it become necessary to establish his title 
that he must ssk his disciples in the coast of 
Cæsarea Philippi “whom the people thought he 
was" (Matt. xvi, 13-20)? And remember it was not 
the people, but it was Peter, who said, “Thou art 
the Ohrisi, the son of the living God." And what 
was Ohrist's answer, in the 18th verse? And I say, 
That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will buiid 
my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 


against it.“ Now, does not reason prove to our 
minds who the true author of these words was? It 
was a Roman Catholic pope, no one else. We are 
indebted to the church for all the damnation that 
we expect to receive in the future. Hell has been 
pictured to the old and young in such vivid colors, 
and the torments of the damned described in such s 
soul-harrowing manner, that the only wonder to my 
mind is that there are any sane people in this en- 
lightened world. Can we wonder that it has re- 
quired hundreds of years to produce such men as 
Humboldt, Voltaire, Paine, Ingersoll, and other 
noble, brave spirits? Just think of the blind, igno- 
rant faith of a mother who could believe that hell 
was lined with infant ekulls! And for such damna- 
ble doctrin as this we as a people pay the clergy 
large salaries and big paw-rents, and thus enable 
them to build costly edifices, which are untaxed, 
while the poor are begging at the very doors of the 
church, and the poor man who by patient industry 
und hard foil has managed to secure a small home 
or business is crushed to the earth by heavy taxa- 
tion—yes, while the poor man and his wife deprive 
themselvs of many comforts that they may secure a 
home, the priest is presented with a palatial mansion 
and liva on the best that the earth aftords and rides 
in the finest equipage. 

What does he giv to the people for all the wealth 
and comfort which he enjoys? Does he giv health! 
Does he giv happiness? No; for by bis teachings 
he makes life a hell on this earth and givs man no 
positiv hope for any happiness in the future; in 
fact, he cannot prove there is a future, but still he at- 
tempts to describe it and tell us the vocation ‘of its 
inhabitants. Every particle of the material of which 
heaven is supposed to be constituted is taken from 
this sinful esrth—streets of gold, walls of jasper, ete., 
ete; even the angela are represented as the most 
beautiful women. We see no bearded angels in the 
Ohristien's illustrations, and the only vocation fol- 
lowed is playing thousand-stringed harps and sing- 
ing hosannas; and to secure & passport to this in- 
dolent life we must renounce all our resson, all 
knowledge of nature’s true laws, and rely solely on 
the words and the books of the church. What does 
the church giv to the people for the untold wealth 
that the church recsives? Nothing. Nothing but 
lies—yes, lies and misery. Did they ever build a 
railroad, or a telegraoh line, or a steamship, or a col- 
lege of learning? No; not one. Their object is, 
and ever has been, to keep the people in ignorance. 
Pe penalty for eating of the tree of knowledge was 
esth. : 

And for centuries the church has waded to its 
neck in blood fo compel the people to observe its 
teachings. History, as a rule, does not lie. Any 
achool-boy who has desired +^ know the history of the 
church from the days of Ezra to the present time 
knows her garments are dripping with the blood of 
the innocent. 

Why do we support these drones, the clergy? 
Why do we giv our hard-earned money for such 
damnable teachings? Would not the world be 
better if we had s school or college for every church 
in the world and s teacher in plece of hypocrits 
called preacaers? I think we would. What is it 
that holds the masses to the church? Nothing more 
or less than superstition—the fear of this imaginary 
God, this man-created being; and just as soon as 
the phantom superstition is beaten back, the church 
must close its doors and discharge its preachers. 
It is strange, but nevertheless a fact, that in the 
state prisons of this state (Oalifornis) there are not 
a dozen Infidels. No, they are all Ohristians, and 
the worst cutthroat carries the cross suspended 
around his neck in lieu of s halter; and what is 
stranger still, the countries from whence they came 
are the most religious, and at the same time the 
most ignorant, I sometimes imagin that there was 
a tree of ignorenoe, as well as a tree of knowledge, in 
the garden of Eden, and the first couple must hav 
eaten more of the former than they did of the latter, 
leaving the lattor to ba eaten by the people of the 
present century; for I tell you the world has not 
been fit to liv in until the past one hundred years. 
I wish from the bottom of my heart that every 
reader of this article would inflict a task upon him- 
self by reading the Bible from beginning to end. 
At the conclusion I am certain there would be a few 
less church and Bible-believing people; sud I will 
feel that others by my aid hav cast aside the scales 
of superstition and hav eaten of the tru» tree of 
knowledge. Pror Wit PATTERSON. 

San Francisco, Cal., Sao! 27, 1891. 

: — —— —————— 


English Notes. r 

Drar TnurE Sxzxxzns: I see from the religious pa- 
pers that Mrs. Besant is stili a subject of profound 
interest to many of your countrymen, and so I must 
not dispense with her avd her Theosophy just yet 
awhile. The debate I recently referred to between 
herself and the Rev. J. J. B. Coles, M.A. (Oxford), 
and who made himself name in this controversy 
under the pseudonym “ Number Five,” is to come off 


tion: “That the historical and esoteric explanation 
of the symbols of the serpent and the cross, as 
given by Madam Blavatsky, is both defectiv and mis- 
leading, and therefore, instead of throwing true light 
upon the signs and symbols of ancient and modern 
religions, is calculated to deceive earnest seekers 
after truth.” To make the subject more attractiv 
limelight diagrams will be used as illustrations. 
One would imagin that the debate will be interest- 
ing reading, and it ought to be published for the 
benefit of those who cannot attend at the hall. 

Another cause of excitement in London is a prose- 
cution instituted by the home secretary, Mr. Mat- 
thews, who is, I believe, a Roman Catholic. The 
point in dispute is the right ta send Maithusian lit- 
erature through the post. You hav had similar 
troubles in America and will be interested in the 
course of present events. I hav seen the circular 
complained of and found nothing obscene in it what- 
ever; although I can quite imagin that the Rev. 
Gaiverfull would shudder at the practical suggestion 
to write for information as to how families may be 
limited by means of prudential checks. On excel- 
lent authority I hav it that the whole business bas 
more in it than meets the naked eye. Mr. Matthews 
is a Oatholic; Mr. Lushington ia the magistrate; 
sod Mr. Lushingion’s son is private secretary to Mr. 
Matthews. The renl defendant is no’ the Mr. Young 
who is put forward for trial. but Dr. Allinaon, the 
well-known vegetarian and Malthusian. A publie 
meeting is to be held in the historie South place 
chaps! (Dr. Stanton Coit's preaching-place) on Osto- 
ber 23d. Most of the leading Malthusisng are to 
be present to protest against thia illegal interference 
with British rights. Oas would think we were in 
Bussia, or subjsct to the tender mercies of a Tony 
Comstock, E:q.; but we are not, and mean to stick 
up for our rights. 

Most useful amongst the Malthusians is that 
stanch old Freethinker, W. H. Rsynolde, of New 
Cross. So far he has been the life and soul of the 
party. By his energy he has kept the society afloat ; 
and his pleasant manner has smoothed over many 
small difficulties, Mr. Reynolds is s trus-hearted 
Briton whom everyone likes, and who always means 
the beat of business in whatever he underiskes. Dr. 
C. R. Drysdale is the president of the Maithusian 
League, and works hard for the cause. Besides his 
professional work, which is heavy, the learned doctor 
finds time to lecture on his pet “ism,” and is always 
glad to prove to sinners the errors of their ways. 
His broad Scotch accent, added to his pleasant man- 
ner, always makes him delightful in conversation ; 
but I do not remember to hav heard him giv a set 
lecture, and cannot tell whet he is like in the oir- 
cumstances. As editor of the Malthusian he ia 
pretty well known; but he is not one of those men 
who push themselvs much into public notice, and he 
is generally heard of in connection with ihe work he 
never ceases to hav in hand. How useful Mrs. Bes- 
ant would hav bsen in fhe present crisia! She used 
to be a stanech Malthusian; but now, alas! that has 
gone to the winds with her Socialism, Secularism, 
and everything else which is not Theosophy. 

Two more items concerning that gifted lady. 
First, she has had a vary successful likeness taken 
by Messrs. Walter & Stead, of London. It is 
“boudoir” size, eight inches by six, and the figure 
is three. quarters length. Mrs. Besant is standing in 
s pensiv attitude; the right arm is at rest by her 
side, whilst on the left, which is flexed, the massiv 
Mehatma ring, the gift of Madam Blavatsky, is con- 
spicuous on the third finger, all but eclipsing the 
wedding.ring. Second; on the authority of the 
London Star, “ Mre. Parnell and Mra. Besant are 
two women who, in different ways, hav helped to 
make history. It is not generally known that they 
ere related. Both were Miss Woode. Mrs. Parnell 
is a sister of Sir Evelyn Wood and daughter of the 
Rev. Sir John Page Wood. Mrs. Besant is daughter 
of an Irish doctor who was first cousin to Sir John 
Page Wood. Consequently Mrs. Parnell and Mrs. 
Besant are second cousins.” 

Last Saturday evening at the house of Mr, Hen- 
ning, a well-known figure at the Finsbury perk and 
Hall of Science Jectures, I had the pleasure of meet- 
ing Mr. Digby Besant and his sister Mabel. A 
pleasanter couple cen scarcely be imagined. The 
daughter is a perfect counterpart of the mother, 
meking due allowance for age; is s Theosophist, and 
is studying music. The brother, a year or two older, 
is somewhat quiet and reserved, like most chess- 
players, but by no means dull in conversation. 
Miss Besant has much of her mother's controversial 
neture about her, and has taken the chair for the 
great Theosophist on more than one occasion at 
Milton Hall. They will both be heard of some day. 

One very useful member of the Freethought party, 
who is too often overlook: d through his immoderate 
modesty, is Joseph Mezzini Wheeler. I doubt 
whether we hav a more incisiv and accurate writer 
in our ranks. He has none of the blustering criti- 
cism of John M. Robertson, yet is far more stinging 
in his remarks. Mr. Wheeler is not a big man, 


on November 10th, at St. George's Hall, Langham | physically, and is of s very retiring nature, and ia 
place. Mr. Coles will afirm the following proposi-! easily lost in a crowd; but Wheeler's pen is known 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 14, 1891. 


727 


ee PE SI — Ee —— — ——— 


wherever English Freethought literature is read, and 
it would be a black day indeed for the party were 
he by any chance to be lost. Mrs. Wheeler is a 
musician of power, and hes often delighted the 
friends with her performances on the piano at their 
various feasts. 

Writing of musicians leads me to another or two 
who are realizing the hope of many—the introdac- 
tion of music into our “services.” Miss Vence, of 
Milton Hall, is in touch with folks who can do it. 
She has her bande full of other matters as well. 
The outdoor stations sù Regents park and Midiezd 
arches depend upon her energy for maintenazce. 
Milton Hall regards her as the boss of their show, 
and now the Hall of Saience looks to her to provide 
the musical portion of the solemnity, and she has 
done go with marked success so far. Mr. Osborn 
was the first pressed into the service. He is the 
adopted son of Mr. Henning, already mentioned, and 
who is, by the way, an unsuspected relativ of Mrs. 
Besant's. Mr. Osborn bas a wonderful facility for 
playing by ear, and plays many of his own composi- 
tions. In former days he and Mr. Henning sang 
some German duets when Mr. J. M. Robertson and 
I gsve a thrée months’ course of lectures ab the 
Claremont Hall. I believe they are now willing to 
sing and play for the new hall at Finsbury park, 
wkere they are sure bo be appreciated. 

As another proof of the decline of Secularism in 
the suburbs of London, the Freethinkers are nego- 
tiating for the hire of the beautiful bali at Edmon- 
ton, six miles from London and famous on account 
of John Gilpin's ride. This hall is not at the noted 
“ Bell," but close by at the “Angel.” It is luxuri- 
ously furnished end the lectures are free; yet we 
hav a difficulty to get a decent audience. When we 
can arrange a debate with a “Christian” the hall is 
crowded to excess; but people dare not venture in 
for purely Freethought lectures. And go this time 
they are to be lectures on “ Onristian Evidences,” 
‘though we shall be rather rough on them and those 
who profess to champion the fraude. 

London, Oot. 20, 1891. Sam STANDRING. 
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What It All Means. 


Pardon the criticism, if it be one, of the writer, who 
claims to be, like yourself, a seeker after truth, wher- 
ever found, either ia nature or any attainment of the 
human intellect in eny age. 

There seems to be some confusion of thought in 
the mental atmosphere of many of the contributors to 
these columns as to the interpretation of that Oriental 
book called the Bible, and with the literal construc- 
tion placed upon its contents by the Occidental mind 
there is great danger of a total misconstruction of its 
real signification. 

Civilization in the Oriental world followed the 
. linea of what, to us, ia an extravagant estimate of the 

spiritual side of man’s mature. In fact, it took that 
bias from the earliest ages. This life was so evanes- 
cent that it was at best buf a series of shadows or 
phantoms of the real life, which was eternal. Oonse- 
quently when we read the Bible or other Oriental 
books we must always bear this in mind, viz., that it 
pertains to the mental states of man rather than to 
the literal conditions of the people of whom it speaks. 

The garden of Eden is but an allegory relativ to 
the state of marriage and adultery, and our first 
parents, through their animal proclivities, hav tainted 
tha race with the conditions of bestial lust rather 
than rational desire in their sexual relations. The 
redemption of the race is by & birth from the thought 
plane of the animal to the spiritual, or, in Oriental 
phraseology, to the heavenly, state of ideality; and 
all the great teachers of India as well as other por- 
tions of the Orient recognized this truth as the basic 
principle of redemption from the power of the lower 
or animal nature. 

One thing we should never lose sight of in our 
studies of Oriental literature, and that is the recog- 
nition of a supreme mentality, calle’ Brahm, Or- 
muzd, Allah, or, in the Hebrew idiom, Yahveh. 

That there is a basis for the thought is seen in 
the necessity of mental power as.a governing factor 
in this world, as the creature with the most brain 
rules those with less mentality. In the Oriental 
philosophy the necessity of a supreme ruler was 
more apparent in the world of spirit than here, for 
the theory of a spiritual universe without a mental 
power to govern would be sn absurdity, as that 
world itself was a purely mental realm, where all 

subordinate minds resided after their transition from 
the form which clothed them here. 

Henes the idea of a God was not irrational to the 
believers in the immortality of the mind, and it was 
but a step to the next theory, that this God was 
really the author of all life in all worlds. 

Around these central ideas the Bible was con- 
structed, and proportionate to the ignorance and 
animality of the people by whom it was written were 
the ideas transmuted or perverted from their orig- 
inal simplicity. It was from this grade of mind that 
modern theology arose, and it is largely from the 


same unleveloped mentality that if obtains its possesses the power of working miracles. 


strongest supporters. , 


In reality there is no objection to the Oriental 
theory of a supreme mind governing the univarse of 
mind and matter. Nor is there a rational objection 
to the idea that all life is tending upward toward a 
state of perfect expression of mentality either 
through the old Egyptian idea of successiv incar- 
nations from the animal world to man, or the Hindoo 
theory of the redemption of the soul from animality 
of thought to spirituality of ideas. Hither of these 
theories givs hope for the ultimate redemption of all 
ie from bondage to suffering, or, as we term it, 
evil. : 

One criticism upon the assumption of many of 
your writers relativ to there being no knowledge of 
a spiritual life by anyone upon earth. When such 
minds as Alfred Russell Wallace stake their profes- 
sional reputation on the demonstrable evidence of im- 
mortality, such statements by any writers betray a 
lamentable state of ignorance regarding the discov- 
eries of science in this age. If it would add any- 
thing thereto, I would ssy that in a series of similar 
experiments in telegraphy, photography, and inde- 
pendent slate-writing I found Professor Wallace to 
hav been substantially correct, and he who imagins 
the world of science to be unable to cope with the 
problems of all forms of existence is one of the hope- 
lessly ignorant who needs several incarnations to 
raise the brain power to the grade of a rational ap- 
prehension of facts. 

It is because of this dense ignorance of the Occi- 
dental mind in its devotion to material evidences of 
being as the only stage of existence, that the spiritual 
side of life is so helpless in its present status of giv- 
ing proof only to the few, instead of the many, as it 
should be able and would be if the mind power of the 
world desired ib. ] 

As it is, there is little desire or opportunity for it 
to be manifest, and as a consequence the world goes 
blindly on groping for light in the darkness of 
material conditions, and finding only what materis! 
conditions can bestow. It may be generations ere 
the struggling mass of men will emerge from the 
present strife of embryotic mentality of the spiritual 
order; buf as all children must be born after gesta- 
tion, 80 we may confidently expect that all minds will 
eventually emerge from the environment of spiritual 
gestation into the world of perfect knowledge of all 
life and its destiny. GNcSTIO. 
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Money. 


The word money can only be properly applied to 
coined metal, which is used as a medium of exchange 
and a measure of value. To call circulation notes, 
€. e., promissory notes, wealth, ete., money is a care- 
lesa use of language. All circulating notes that I 
ever saw were not money but promises of money 
either on demand or at some stated future time, and 
their value depends upon the ability and integrity of 
the promisor and the time of payment. When the 
United Siates issues a $10 demand note we know 
thet the government can and will pay the $10 in 
coin on demand, and said note will pass for $10 
without any force behied it to make it go. If the 
government issues & $10 note payable with coin at 
acme future time, without interest, it will be worth 
$10 minus discount at tte current rate of interest up 
to date of maturity, and i$ will increase in value at a 
regular rate from the date of issue fo the time of 
maturity. The value of a coin is determined by the 
quantity and the degree of fineness of the metal con- 
tained in the coin, and it will pass current at the 
intrinsic, or bullion, value of the metal without any 
legal-tender act behind it to make it go. Any dollar 
which requires a legal-tender act behind it to make it 
go is afraud. Fiat money is force money, and if it 
has force enough behind it to overcome the resistance 
it will go. We csn confine water in a barrel and 
put if on a wheelbarrow and push it uphill; so we 
can make slips of paper, with the dollar.marks 
printed upon them, pass in lieu of dollars, if we can 
put force enough behind them to overcome the 
resistance in front. 

The debtor class are now trying to get control of 
government and make if issue irredeemable, and 
consequently worthless, paper notes, and mske them 
a legal tender for debts, and loan them direct to the 
debtors ab a low rate of interest for them to pay 
off their debts and mortgages with. Such notes 
would hay no value in them to make them go, and 
no right but might behind them to make them go. 
This would be paying debta with force, and the cred- 
itor class will resist with all the force which they can 
commend. And it appears to me that, as the creditor 
class are the wealthy class, and the debtor class the 
poor class, the force of resistance will be stronger 
than the propelling force. The party in resistance 
will hav good dollars, which will go voluntarily, to 
make war with, while the coercing party will hav 
only fiat dollars, which hav to be pushed to make 
them go, to make war with. No prophet is needed 
to tell us what the result of the struggle would be. 
Many people hav very exalted ideas of what govern- 
ment can do, and seem to think that government 
We hav 
adopted the name dollar for our unit of value, and 


Congress hav provided that 25 8 grains of gold shall 
be called a dollar, and that 4124 grains of silver 
shal} be called & dollar. Now, it could jost as well 
hav 10 grains of gold called a dollar and 100 grains 
of silver called a dollar, but if it could giv these 
two dollars equal purchasing power, or a purchasing 
power equal to our present standard dollars, it would 
perform a miracle. Now, if a paper note isa dollar, 
why is the promis printed on it that the govern- 
ment wil! pay a doller for it? Why not print upon 
ita face, Jf you are not satisfied with this dollar, the 
United States will swap you another dollar for it on 
demand ? 

If a promissory note is money, why should anyone 
ever demand payment? And if a promissory note 
was money, we could legally pay a note with a note. 
P. F. Saomaxzs. 
— ip —— 


A voice From the West Indies. 


The anger of God has fallen upon the island of 
Martinique with such a wrath that it has completely 
devastated the whole island. 

Lstely Martinique has been very unfortunate. 


"The first visit from their creator wes a few years ago 


when small-pox played havoc with the people. Then 
the big fire of Fort-de France, which laid the whole 
town in ashes, and now s cyclone unparalleled in the 
history of the West Indies. 

Daring the two hours that the cyclone lasted the 
whole population of the island was in terror and 
consternation—in instant fear of death. The man 
who had, alone, during those hours to defend a 
family, women and children, from the incessant and 
multiplied dangers of the storm, can claim to hav 
passed through one of those hours of anguish the 
mere recollection of which disturbs the reason, and 
to hav endured a torture not dreamed of in the 
imagination of poets. The roofs crumbling; the 
wreckage hurled about with the violence of grape- 
shot; the shocks of earthquake ; the bare walls rock- 
ing, beneath the timbers launched as if from cata- 
pults against them, with a dull, ominous sound ; the 
lurid glare of fire; the deadly howling of the raging 
blast—to stand amid all this, straining in one con- 
vulsiv clasp, with instant death impending, the 
trembling loved ones whom reason has abandoned, 
in abject terror imploring with clasped hands the 
pitiless element to spare but their lives, though life 
should be but misery—oh! the horror of such an 
experience. : 

The shipping is destroyed. Nothing remains of 
it. The city is gutted ; not a single house but has 
been unroofed. 

Much has been said about it. They Jay the blame 
on their God—who must be, in their opinion, & venge- 
ful creature to play such a game with, them—for 
causing an unparalleled cyclone. All the elements 
were let loose by this divine protector. The thunder 
on the occasion was terrific, the lightning constant 
and vivid, the flashes coming from every point and 
seeming tó meet and battle furiously. 

Strong men lost their heads completely, and an 
officer in uniform, who had been dining at a hotel 
when the tempest burst and had not been able to 
get away, becsme raving mad. He declared that 
the anger of God was being vented upon the coun- 
try on account of the wickedness of the people, and 
could only be propitiated by a sacrifice; whereupon 
he drew his sword, declaring that he would immolate 
the proprietor of the establishment and his family. 
He was mastered after a desperate struggle, and 
secured by his own sword-belt to {one of the legs of 
a billiard-table. ; 

So much for the ignorance and credulity of a 
large amount of the world’s population, who lay the 
blame of any of the laws of nature to an imaginary 
being called God. If by chance an earthquake 
happens, even if a very slight shock, taousands are 
found kneeling in the streets or in their houses, 
perhaps under very dangerous walls, instead of 
clearing out. E. S. 

————— OO — 

EMPEROR CHARLEMAGNE, in a digest of what he in- 
tended to propose to the parliament of 811, thus ex- 
presses himself: *' We wish to know the duties of 
ecclesiastics, in order that we may not ask of them 
what they are not permitted to giv, and that they 
may not demand of us what we ought not to grant. 
We beg of them to explain to us clearly what they 
call quitting the world, and by what those who quit 
it may be distinguished from those who remain in 
it—if it is only by their not bearing arms and not 
being married in public—if that man has quitted the 
world who continues to add to his possessions by 
means of every sort, preaching paradise and threat- 
ening with damnation ; employing the name of God 
or of some saint to persuade the simple to strip 
themselvs of their property, thus entailing want 
upon their lawful heire, who therefore think them- 
selva justified in committing theft and pillage—if to 
quit the world is to carry the passion of coveteous- 
ness to such a length as to bribe false witnesses in 
order to obtain what belongs to another, and to seek 
out judges who sre cruel, interested, and without 
the fear of God — eto. 
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To the Friends and Subseribers of Freethought. 


I sincerely hope that all who hav supported Free- 
thought in the past will aid the work to which it has 
been devoted by becoming subscribers to Tar Terors 
Szezxen. Toe Trora SzmzExB will carry on the work, 
but it needs your cooperation. It is a means by 
which I can reach you and push en the Pacific coast 
labors. Especially I ask those in arrears to pay 
what is now due to TRA Tauru SNEEKER and place 
their names upon its list as cordial supporters for 


the future. Samort P. PuTNAM 
— + — — — 


Tun Bible Picture Book, we take pleasure in say- 
ing, is now under way, and will be issued as soon 
this fall as the work can be done and done well. 
The price will be $1, and it will contain a great deal 
for that amount. In renewing for Tur TRUTH SEEKER 
we hope our readers will not forget to inclose the 
dollar for it. 

— — —— 
The Presbyteriau Ostrich Puts Its Head In 
the Sand. 

The Presbyterians are afraid to make an issue on 
heresy, and hav dismissed, so far as the Naw York 
presbytery can, the charges against Professor Briggs 
of Union Theological Seminary, which were to hav 
been tried beginning the 4th of this month. This 
is called a victory for Professor Briggs, bat it is 
rather an avowal of religious cowardice and an 
awakening to the fact that any disturbance of Pres- 
byterian “standards” would probably result in a 
very unpleasant shaking up of the creed and a final 
loss of many more men besides Mr. Briggs. 

The presbytery met on the 4th instant, and 
remained in session one day. After huaring Professor 
Briggss answer to the charges against him, which 
in substance amounted to a disclaimer of any heret- 
ical intentions, and an explanation of his speeches 
which allowed them to be twisted into orthodoxy, 
the presbytery, on motion of Dr. Van Dyke, and 
after a spirited debate, adopted this resolution by a 
vote of 94 to 39: 

** Resoloed, That the presbytery of New York, having 
listened to the paper of Charles A. Briggs, D.D., in the case 
of the Presbyterian church of the United States of America 
against him, as to the sufficiency of the charges and specifi- 
cations in form and legal effect, and without approving of 
the position taken in the inaugural address, and at the 
same time desiring earnestly the peace and quiet of the 
church, in view of the declarations of Dr. Briggs, touch. 
ing his loyalty to the church and the Westminster standards, 
and in view of his disclaimers of interpretations put on some 
of his words, deems it best to dismiss the case and does go 
dismiss it.” . 

The defense made by Professor Briggs was tech- 
nical. It traversed the form rather than the meaning 
of the formulated charges, and while he explained 
his position he retracted nothing, and is to-day a 
self-confessed heretic, and the presbytery, by dis- 


missing the charges, allows a man who does not 
believe the Bible to be what Presbyterianism claims 
it to be, to remain in the church and to teach the 
young men who are to be the future defenders of 
their faith. A sample of Professor Briggs s defense 
is his reply to the specification of the charge that 
he does not believe in the Mosaic authorship of the 
Bible. He says: 

“ It is a fact that I hav taught and most firmly hold and 
assert * that Moses is not the author of the Pentateuch, and 
that Isaiah ig not the author of half ihe book which bears 
his name, but Specification 6 does not indicate by what 
method of reasoning it brings this fact under the charge. It 
is irrelevant to the charge. If it be a valid offense, it ought 
to hav been made a ground of a distinct charge, and it ought 
to hav been definitly stated what relation Moses has to the 
Pentateuch, and Isaiah to the.book that bears his name, ac- 
cording to the Confession, and in what way the doctrin stated 
by me confifcts therewith or with holy scripture.” 

If the church can accept that as a reply to the 
charge of heresy, and by dismissing the charge 
indorse the man who makes it, it shows very plainly 
that the church cares less for the substance of its 
faith than for the forms of church unity. It must 
be very much frightened at the prospect of a heresy 
trial. 

The comments of the secular press upon the 
result of this trial are not less significant than the 
result itself. They show that the press recognizes 
clearly the position in which the Presbyterians 
found themselvs, and they tell the Presbyterians 
plainly that as a matter of policy they hav done 
well, but that they hav weakened their religion in 
strengthening the church. The Times also points 
out the difference between a trial for heresy now 
and in the day when the “ spiritual” controled the 
secular arm. Of that time it says : 

A trial for heresy was a highly-interesting performance 
when it was certain that the tribunal by which it was con- 
ducted could control the temporal fate of the culprit, includ- 
ing even his life, and generally believed that it could fore- 
shadow his eternal destiny. The worst that could hav 
happened to Dr. Briggs was to deprive the Presbyterian 
church of any special or exclusiv benefit from his biblical 
scholarship in depriving him of his livelihood as a Presby- 
terian minister and a Presbyterian professor of theology. It 
is not by any means certain that the tribunal could hav done 
so much & this. The recent terminationof the Andover 
case indicates that, if the judgment of the presbytery had 
invaded any interests of the culprit so tangible that a court 
of law could be invoked to protect them, the judgment 

might hav been nullified, and in that case Dr. Briggs 
would hav continued to profess a liberal theology under the 
egis of a mandamus. There are not wanting evidences 
that some of the prosecutors of this case look back with re- 
gret to the times when a trial for heresy meant something, 


and when the founder of Calvinism was able to wreak upon 


Servetus his sense of the requirements of logic as applied to 
the scriptures. But this regret will not bring back those 
times, and it is quite absurd to expect any moral weight to 
be carried by the judgment of a body in which it was only 
by a narrow majority that the culprit was put on trial, 
although his inaugural address was before the members in 
all its enormity. 

** Weighty as the address is, it would, perhaps, be attrib- 
uting too much infiuence to it to ascribe to its merits alone 
the result it has attained. The truth probably is that the 
majority of the presbytery had already come to the conclu- 
sion that such heresy-hunting ’ as was involved in the trial 
of Dr. Briggs upon his inaugural address would be even 
more formidable to the church itself than to the objects of 
the inquisition, and that they were entirely willing to hav 
a decent pretext for dropping the case.” 

Tue Herald says whai Tan Terura SuxknR said 
three weeks ago: 

** For many reasons the presbytery of New York is to be 
congratulated on its decision to dismiss the charges of 
heresy brought against Dr. Briggs. 

There would be much better grounds for congratulation, 
however, if the presbytery had reached this decision months 
ago. 

It would not now be in the somewhat disadvantageous 
position of having deliberately undertaken what it has not 
carried out. 

The good men who, like Dr. Birch, think they can 
not conscientiously suffer Dr. Brigza’s views to go un- 
checked deserve, no doubt, every consideration for their 
honesty. 

** But a heresy trial is a bad thing for any church, and 
this trial would hav split Presbyterianism wide open.” 

But the Sun discusses the question more fully, 
and its logic must be unpleasant reading for the 
ninety-four who voted to get out of the scrape as 
best they could. It calls the result au evasion:” 

“The dismissal of the case against Dr. Briggs by a 
large majority of the ministers and elders of the New York 
presbytery indicates that the body is afraid to go into a dis- 
cussion of the questions involved. It is an attempt to avoid 
a dangerous controversy and an effort to escape the neces- 
sity of expressing an Opinion as to the specific teachings of 
the accused heretic. | 


The presbytery dismissed the case by the great majority 
of ninety-four to thirty-nine, because it desires ‘ the peace 
and quiet of the church,’ and ‘in view of the declarations 
of Dr. Briggs touching his loyalty to the church and the 
Westminster standards,’ and ‘his disclaimers of interpreta- 
tions put on some of his words. That is, it refused to 
defend the Protestant position from fear of the trouble and 
danger involved in the contest, and it proclaimed the novel 
principle that the law is to be interpreted and applied by 
the individual accused and not by the authority which 
makes the law. Whether a man’s teachings are consistent 
with the doctrinal standards of his church is to be decided 
by himself and not by the church. He is to be his own 
judge and jury and the sole authority competent to decide 
his owncase. That may be a very comfortable principle for 
the accused and a very convenient way of getting rid of the 
vexation of trying him, but where does it leave the church ? 
When brought to the ecclesiastical bar the man has only to 
plead not guilty to be pronounced guiltless without trial. 

“The New York presbytery has announced practically 
that the fallibility or infallibility of the Bible is a debatable 
question as to which a Presbyterian theologian may think as 
he pleases. The general assembly at Detroit last spring was 
of a different mind. It was not afraid of disturbing the 
peace and quiet of the church by standing by its standards. 
It would not accept Dr. Briggs’s plea of not guilty as a 
settlement of his case, but inferentially brought him in guilty 
by refusing to confirm his appointment as a professor in the 
Union Theological Seminary. Thus the supreme authority 
in the Presbyterian church condemned him for the offense 
which the subordinate authority now refuses to consider. 
The whole church, as represented at Detroit, came to the 
defense of the Protestant position, but the New York 
presbytery dodges the responsibility. 

** This is a very remarkable contradiction, and it implies, 
of course, that the case of Dr. Briggs will not be shoved 
aside by the evasion of the Naw York presbytery. It will 
remain to vex the councils of Presbyterianism until it is 
settled on its merits. Already the committee of prosecution 
in the presbytery has given notice of au appeal to the synod, 
and instead of having been quieted, the controversy will 
grow more violent. Great principles cannot be evaded. 
The trial of Dr. Briggs by the Westminster standards, 
and coincidently the trial of the truth of his position by the 
test of reason and scholarship, must go on the same, and 
can end only whea the whole case has been submitted to 
the jury of the church and the public and a positiv verdict 
has been rendered. The objections of Dr. Briggs are of 
the nature of a demurrer only, and the case must be tried on 
its merits.” 


The other secular papers take substantialiy the 
same ground. It is generally recognized—and the 
recognition is also recogaized—that the old Ohris- 
tianity is gone, and no matter how severely the sects 
may claim to stick to their creeds they do not dare 
to make them anissue. The “ Higher Oriticism ” 
and the “Naw Theology” hav won, and if ever this 
case should be tried on its merits Dr. Briggs 
would be probably acquitted, though without ques- 
tion he has left the Westminster standards. John 
Oalvin would hav made mighty short work of him. 

— aM Má— 
A Sanday-School Story. 

Tae sort of Sanday-school rot upon which the 
average pietist feeds mentally, and is satisfisd with, 
is splendidly showa in the following article headed 
“A Community Without the Bible,” clipped from a , 
Western agricultural journal : 


Few people hav much idea what kind of a world we 
should hav if the Bible was left out of it. There are lands 
enough, however, without the Bible, filled with darkness, 
vileness, and barbarity. There are plenty of histories of 
lands that had no Bible—dark places that are full of the 
habitations of cruelty—and there are here and there families 
and communities which hav no Bibles, and which giv us 
little encouragement to hope for good where the word of 
God is ignored and rejected. 

t Some time about the year 1870, certain skeptics founded 
in the state of Missouri an Infidel cown, called Liberal. The 
liberality of ‘ Freethought’ was seen in the exclusioa of all 
churches, Sunday-schools, or preaching. It was proposed 
to hav one community free from the infiuence of priestcraft 
and superstition. What was the result? 

* About this matter there has been considerable dispute. 
Some persons hav given the place a very bad name; others 
residing there hav denounced them as liars and pronounced 
their statements false. We hav no personal knowledge of 
the facte, but on the 29th of May, 1891, the writer was in 
Burlington, Kan., and a well-kaown business man there, 
Mr. Robert Williams, said to him : 

In 1879, as I was passing through Missouri, I saw on 
my railway ticket the name Liberal, and knowing something 
of the reputation of the place, I thought I would get off 
onto the platform and take a look around. But just before 
we arrived there the conductor passed through the train 
and said: All who want to stop at Liberal go into such a 
car.” Hethen locked the doors of every other car on the 
train bat that. When the train had started on and got out 
of Liberal, the conductor unlocked the doors again and 
passed through the train. Some one asked him why he had 
locked the doors, and he replied: *'* This is the toughest 
town in all;Missouri." ? 

** His language did not savor much of church or Bunday- 
school, but he evidently knew how to take care of his train 
and his passengers. 
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„We giv this fact as a contribution to the history of a | ihat that doctrin was a deadly sin; so that Mr. bloody contests. Priests took part in the combate, 
godes iow. Meaning De E ral einge that tine. | Matthews, in carrying out this prosecution, was only | armed with big sticks, and their political activity 
ikat there are: nów two mootinghoubos aid Sunday chools | C@*FYing out the injunctions of his priestly advisers never ceased till the polls closed. They took up 
there, and that they do not now need to lock the doors of | and the social purity party. They need not blame | positions outside the polling booths, marking down 
railway cars when they are passing through the place. him for thet. He was only doing what he considered | their men, supervising their voting papers, marshal- 
„We giv these statements for what they are worth, | to be his duty. But he (the speaker) hoped that ing their own forces, persuading, hectoring, and 
supposing them 15 M. reliable, and DE 5 they, as Protestant English people, were not pre- | intimidating Parnellite voters. Mr. O'Connor, M. P., 
. 10 EEA 5 pared to admit bis right of searching any packet in appeared in one of these scenes. He protested 
more than 1,700 years ago, when he said that ‘a city might | the post- office in order to satisfy the opponents of | against the bullying of voters by the priests, and the 
sooner be built without any ground to fix it on, than aj free spesch. This was nothing but a nefarious at- | police had to interfere. As mavy as thirty priests 
commonwealth be constituted altogether void of any relig-| tempt to stifle discussion on an all-important ques- | were counted at a single voting-place. Orowds of 
ion? " tion. In the name of morality Mr. Matthews was | women from the slums of Cork accompanied their 
The depth of ignorance or dishonesty which the inflicting the greatest blow on true morality that | spiritual pastors, aiding them in this holy work. It 
writer of the foregoing has reached could not be] could be conceived. He (Dr. Drysdale) was autho- | was never doubted that the priests were powerful 
leasened by any words of ours; nor could he be an. | rized to read to them the opinion of the Malthusian | enough to bring in their men, and the confidence was 

swered any better than by printing his story League on Mr. Young's pamphlet. The League met | not misplaced, for the priests won. 

and letting the reader laugh at him. on Tuesday to consider the matter, and their opinion | When the Romish church gets sufficiently power- 
8 was that it was a perfectly decent and unobjection- ful here Americans will witness something like the 
Catholicism in Minnesota. able pamphlet, and that it was a most unwarrantable | ssenes in Cork. At present the priests do their 
interference with the liberty of the subject that such | work less openly, though their influence is given 
a tract should be stopped by the post-office, and the | wholly to the party which will giv them the biggest 


The Oatholics hav found themselvs strong enough 
in Stillwater and Faribault, Minnesota, to take another 
sender heavily fined for transmitting it. Would | favors in return. 
they submit to this kind of interference from such 


aggressiv step against the public school system. 
bigots as Mr. Matthews and those who had prose- Anong Daemy Elacsted. 


They hav got the parochial schools in those places 
supported from the common school fund and the 
: public schools made parochial schools by the simple 8 : 7 A If the former secretary of the Awerican Secular 
trick of uniting the two and furnishing the teachers, Tul great p" prog 1 sihi 3 Union were secretary now she would probably con- 
being able to do this through the town school board. terribly misused, and by ther sympathy and with Eratulate herself upon having won this glowing en- 
An examination of the schools since the desl was | their purses Wiss Mr. Young in his defense. | eomium from the Independent upon an enterprise of 
consummated reveals the objects of the church, Mr, Drysdale was followed by Mr. Foote, of the | the Union: “‘Oonduct as a Fine Art,’ by N. P. Gil- 
which, of course, everyone ought to hav known. | Freethinker. George Standring, D. M. Bennett's old man and E. P. Jackson, is a book composed of the 
The teachers are nuns wearing their usual garb, friend, Or. Allinson, Dr. Alice Vickery, Mrs. Heath- | WO essays which shared equally the prize of $1 000 
with beads and crucifixes and rosaries, and their erly, and Miss Wade addressed the large audience. offered by a Philadelphia organization for the best 
main efforts with the children are to convert them | Mr, Young was himself present on the platform. He manual to aid teachers in public schools to instruct 
to Catholicism. The walls of the school-rooms are | made an able statement of his case, and was very children in morals without dabbling in religious de- 
decorated with Romish emblems, and over the teach- heartily applauded. Mr. Foote followed, and worked tails. We heartily recommend the volume as one to 
- ers’ desks hang large portraits of the pope. The up the audience to a high pitch of enthusiasm. He which the average school-teacher can turn with the 
town’s superintendent of schools is a Protestant, pointed out that it was not a Malthusian meeting, but certainty of gain. : Both essays are clear and forcible, 
and ordered these insignia to be taken down, but the | & meeting of defense of free speech and publication. the one by Mr. Gilman is strikingly so.” 
teachers replaced them, knowing the power of the On that basis, persons of all parties, so long as they | The Independent undoubtedly finds Mr. Gilman's 
priests with the school boards. valued liberty, could unite in supporting Mr. Young's es the more congenial because its author is a 
The citizens of the towns and in Minneapolis are right to use the post-office for the dissemination of clergyman, refers his readers to St. Paul (who refers 
greatly stirred up by this state of affairs, aud pro- | his views. his to “God ”), and assumes that man possesses an im- 
pose to test the legality of the union in the courts.| In his paper Mr. Foote states the issue still more perishable soul ss surely as that he possesses a sole 
The “ Patriotic Sons of America,” an anti-Oatholic emphatically. Freethinkers, he says, are all bound to his foot. With all these there was no need of 
organization, held & convention in Minneapolis the! to resist the claim of the post-office authorities to “dabbling in religious details.” But dabbling in 
last of October and raised money for the fight. The| open letters they are paid for conveying. It is a religion at all was never contemplated by the donors 
legal proseedings will begin with the service of an | perfectly monstrous claim ; only tyrants could make | of the prize money to the Philadelphia organization. 
it, and only slaves submit to it. Freethinkers Rae er ee 
are also bound to defend the right of citizens to Editorial Notes. 


injunction upou the officials of the state, county, and 
city, restraining the payment of any money to the 
school boards of Stillwater or Faribault on the discuss every social problem in decent language. Tux superiority of the Buddhist religion, or at least its 
ground that the money is unconstitutionally used to | The question at issue is not whether Mr. Young's | °™blems, over Catholicism has been demonstrated to our 
535 mu E A satisfaction. Three years ago Mr. George Newton brought to 
support sectarian institutions. opinions are right, but whether he has a right to this office a Roman Catholic miracle,” in the shap: of a fiat 
A express them. Those who cannot see this are blind; | aver woman two inches long, presented to the Virgin Mary 
An Issue in England. those who will not see it are cowards. by a man whose wife had recovered in response to prayer 
The London Freethinkers are fighting over agein] Opening letters is going farther than our post- | to the Virgin. A priest of course took charge of the mi- 
the battle for the right of free speech and free mails, | offica clerks admit they dare go; but no doubt it ig | agro,” who sold it to Mr. Newton, with other trinkets, ag 
and it is on the same old issue ag a text, whether a | done here, and we hav before now made our protest. perp Sid ea St 5 
person has the right to write about restricting pop- We sincerely hope our English brethren will not 1 . oat Der Cento AQ. Wn. 
ulation and send his essays by post. flinch from the fight. If Mr. Young or anyone else | other day from a Buddhist temple in Kilani, Ceylon, of some 
About six weeks ago Mr. H. S. Young was ar- desires to warn young married couples against the | utility. Like the other, it was a religious offering, in this 
raigned for advising poor married couples to keep| burdens of a too large family and to send hig Case made to Buddha, and like the other taken care of by a 
their families small. The magistrate before whom | warning through the mail it is nobody’s business 5 M DE 1 
he was taken allowed that his language was inoff n- but his own and the people's he addresses. The idea 2 It u mada of five “‘ sacred ” meln 0 brass 
siv, but the bigots slandered every Englishman by | that it is immoral and indecent to restrict popula- is nearly six inches high, represents & man “ afficming,” 
saying that fear of consequences is all that keeps | tion is a theological superstition inculcated by the | has a symbol of the old serpent in the top of his head, is 
them virtuous, and that Mr. Young's essay was| priests, who naturally desire as many dupes as they | evidently a devout and thanktul idol, and can be used as a 
therefore highly immoral aud iadecent. October oan hav. It is much better to thwart the will of paper-weight, or to strike matches on, and would be a 
281 the friends of Mr. Young held a meeting in| God than to brin uny and sickly children into th handy thing to throw at the cat. So if we were to choose 
i E puny y n € | either religion, it would be Buddhism, because of its com- 
Monenre Conway's old church, South Place Insti- world to starve. But if it were not so the right to | parativly greater usefulness. 
tute, and registered their protest against his prose- | discuss the question should be maintained, and it 
cution. Dr. Drysdale presided, and in his speech | is certainly intolerable that post-office officials should 
stated why the prosecution of Mr. Young had been] be allowed to open letters not addressed to them- 
səlvs. There is too blamed much “ government” in 
this world. 


Tux Herald last Sunday pubiished a symposium headed, 
what is this state called life? Naturally the reporter asked 
this question of Agaosticism’s greatest man, aod this is what 
Colonel Ingersoll said: Life is something I know nothing 
about. It is something that no one knows anything about 
except the ministers. They know all about it: the other 
smart men gave it up Jong ago.” Mrs. Besant assumes to 
be wiser than Mr. Ingersoll, but we doubt if she explains it 
a bit more clearly in the following than he does: The 
whole universe is a manifestation of central life which is 
present in every atom of matter. What we speak of asa 
thing living or dead is simply arrangements of matter which 
vary the manifestations of life. Even in a biological sense 
death involves new life. Doctors may be able to settle that 
any given body is dead quite to the satisfaction of a coroner’s 
jury, but they don't even profess to know anything about 
the soul, and this is well. Iam afraid their determinations 
would not be satisfactory to everybody. No, I cannot cor.- 
cede that there is one absolute principle; at least this is nos 
conceivable.. There can be no life without love; no love 
without a positiv and negativ—in fact, no thought or con- 
sciousness without this antithesis, this contrast, this compari- 
son. Besides, if science and philosophy will talk of an abso- 
lute principle, why not hav two absolute principles? It ia 
just as easy or as hard; you can take your choice.” 


begun. It hed been set ou foot, he said, by Mr. 
Matthews, the home secretary, for sending pam- 
phlets on the population question through the post. 
That prosecution was instituted under an aci passed 
mainly to protect the post-office against senders of 
dynamite, but a very dangerous passage had slipped 
into it, which had been interpreted by Mr. Matthews 
and the social purity party as applying to Malthusian 
literature. Mr. Matthews, as a Roman Catholic, had 
endeavored in this way to stop the circulation of a 
most innocent tract. Fora long time the Roman 
: Catholic church had held the most decided and ex- 
travagant opinions on the system of parental pru- 


— T— 


What We May Yet See Here. 


What we may expect to see in the cities of this 
country when Roman Oatholicism becomes the 
power it is striving to be was seen in Oork, Ireland, 
last week. 

For many days previous to the elections political 
feeling had been very bitter between the Parnellites 
and the anti-Parnellites. The latter faction was led 
by the priests, who took part in the meny fights 
occurring in the streets, in which blackthorn 
dence which was so universally practiced in France, shillalehs played merry tattoos on opposing heads. 
and which was now becoming extremely prevalent in| One day the list of injured in the scufüss reached 
England, he was happy to say. Their doctrin was|one hundred and ninety in number. The factions 
that the number of children should be restricted to | used stones as missils and the processions of each 
the powers of the parents to feed and educate them | were stoned by the other. On election day troops as 
properly. The pope in council, in 1870, had decided | well as police were required to prevent atill more 
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Zetters fran riends. 


Christiau Consideration Invited to Four Points. 
AusrIx, Tex , Oct. 29, 1891. 

Mr. Eorrog: Being at leisure, I will drop you a few lines. 
First, the pleasures of heaven. Think of a mother in heaven 
with all th: pleasures God can giv, looking down at her son 
in heli suff zring the agonies of 4 thousand deaths. Would 
not that mother be bappy? Second, the birth of Christ. 
Let Som» unmarried girl of to-day giv birth to a child and 
tell the public that God gave it to her. Would they believe 
it? No. Then why should we believe Christ his son? 
‘The girls of to-day are just as pure as those of olden times. 
"Third, what became of the first Bible? It was burnt up in 
‘a fire, so history says, aud the Bible we hav now has been 
translated over twenty-five times, but where did the one we 
hav now originate? Fourth, why should we believe this 
Bible any more than Grimm’s fairy tales? "The only differ- 
‘ence is that the fairy tales hav not got the smut in them 


that the Bible has, and I do not think they are near as big a | 


Hie. Ever yours, LITTLE HELEN. 


On Talking Jackasses. 
Oswxao, ORE., Oct. 17, 1891. 

MR. EptroR : Iaclosed you will fiad $10, for which please 
mend the following goods: ‘‘ Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text. 
Book,” price $2 50; Force and Matter," by Prof Ludwig 
Buchner, M.D., price $1.50; “ Looking Backward,” by 
Edward Bellamy, price $1, and two subscriptions for Tug 
Terura Szgkgn, one for myself and the other for a new sub- 
scriber. Iam very much interested in Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
I like it better each week. I was just beginning to investi- 
gate Christianity at the time the founder of Taz TRUTH 
Seeger was in prison; it was one of Brother Bennett's 
books that crippled my theology. I like the pictures, too. 
They are excellent. I think they would be fine to illustrate 
the Sanday school lessons. Anyway, there js more sound 
sense in one of Tux Trurs Serxer’s pictures than there is 
in a whole bundle of Sunday-school trash. Besides, there is 
lots of fun in the pictures. Just think of Mordecai’s good 
luck in, getting the laugh on Haman. That beats the Sunday- 
school charts of Joshua and the sun, E!!jah's fiery chariot, 
or Balaam and the jackass. Now, it is taxing one’s credulity 
pretty heavily to believe those old stories—although I hav 
heard several jackasses tali about God killing himself to 
spite the devil for telling the truth to Grandmother Eve; 
therefore some jackasaes are able to talk. 

J. M. THOMPSON. 


A Liberal Association Formed at Aspen. 
` ASPEN, COL., Nov. 1, 291. 

Mr. Evrror: Allow me to say a few words to the Liberals 
of Aspen in regard to their organization which was to be 
effected after the lectures of J. D. Shaw, of Waco, Tex. I 
was Chosen on the committee to draw up the Objects and 
Aims for the Liberal organization of Aspen, and at the 
appointed time said committee did not meet. I at my own 
personal responsibility rent a number of letters to those 
"who had signed the Objects for a Secular or Liberal union, 
‘and after discussion pro and con we adopted and indorsed 
‘those which are the principles of the state of Texas Liberal 
¿Association : . 

1. To encourage the study of man in all his relations. 

2. To seek to realize the truth in life. 

:8 To aid in those movements that tend most to the im- 
provement of the individual and of society, and to the unity 
‘and freedom of mankind. 

4 To facilitate the association of those who hav at heart, 


| the one who does so. 


mean to hav another hundred before forwarding it. 
confident that if all our justice-loving friends would do as 
well there would be no hesitancy on the part of the directors 


the representative of Oregon. 
vail, I am yours for the cause,” 


men many of whom turn unpolluted and cheerful homes into 
disreputable ones and then laugh at the ruin they hav 
accomplished. But Christians, like those who are not, are 
only human, and, I believe, just as liable to err as they were 


before. Their deeds convince me this is 80, and I hav had 
experience with them I assure you. Professing a creed and 
praying to-unknown powers mark the intellectual status of 
I believe with Jesus when he said, 
** A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can & 
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit." And it makes no Gif- 
ference how many times you baptize a person, if they are 
dishonest they will be still. Hon. Mr. Holdridge sa'd the 
other day: ‘‘ Robert, I thought when that young man was 
baptized he would pay that debt, but I guess he'll hav to be 
baptized again before he does." I said, I think that will 
make no difference with him, Hon. Mr. Holdridge. If it 
will, the sooner you baptize him the better, then I'll admit 
you are correct.” Truly, R. R. Sonus. 


A Worker Against Our Intolerable Sunday Despotism. 
PonTLAND, Onz., Oct. 29, 1891. 

Mr. Ebrrog: Pursuing your suggestions as set forth in 

your paper of the issue of October 10th, relativ to the open- 


ing of the World’s Fair on Sunday, I drew up a petition ad- 
dressed to the commissioners of this state, passed it among 
my fellow-employees of the Union Pacific System, and hav 


succeeded thus far in securing one hundred names; and 
I feel 


to decide in favor of keeping the Fair open on Sundays. 


This is an affair of national importance and as such ought to 
be treated regardless of the church, which cuts no sort of 
figure in our nation’s affairs. 


Iam an ardent admirer of your interesting paper, which 


comes to me regularly through the kindness of a relativ. 


Iinclose you herewith a copy of the letters addressed to 

Trusting that right will pre- 

A. G. CLARKE. 
PETITION. 

Masses. MARTIN WIILXNS AND Henry KurPPEL, World's 


Fair Commissioners for Oregon, Dear Sirs: Information has 
reached us. through & communication from Mr. Benj. But- 


terworth, Secretary and Solicitor. General of the World's 


Fair, that petitions will be received relativ to the closing of 


the Fair on Sunday, and which will receive due considera- 


tion when that subject comes up; therefore we, the under- 
signed, citizens and taxpayers of this city of Portland, Ore., 
desire to enter our earnest protest against the closing of the 
World's Fair on Sunday. In view of the Sunday closing 
thousands of our laboring classes who cannot possibly devote 
to it any other day of the week, will be deprived of a privi- 
lege that js their right as citizens, to view the display of the 
products of the art, agriculture, mining, etc., of not only 


our own country, but of the world. We hold that the 


churches as a unit hav no legal right to interfere in the affairs 
of state; therefore, we call upon you as our representativs of 
this state to present, impartially, all the petitions you may 
receive bearing upon this subject. 
also receive your personal hearty approval, we beg to re. 
main, yours truly, 


Trusting that this may 


A. G. CLARKE. 
(One hundred names, etc., to follow.) 


—— 


The Monster Catholicism Sharply Lacerated. 
ADRIAN, Miog., Nov. 1, 1891. 
Mr. Eprron: Copperheads can hardly be charged with 


meddling in our common schools and pulling down the flags 
—the school system does not iuterfere with that over- 
estimated class of people. 
school and flag matters is purely Catholic. 
religion is the simon-pure, unalloyed caper, and the pope is 


The demonstration toward our 
If the Catholic 


the vicegerent Christ on earth, and priests can for a pittance 


several of them editors of good Liberal papers. 


basis, the whole teeter-board. Copperheadism is a trifle to 
pope or Catholicism. O. S. BARBETT. 


Will Spread the Good Word of Freethought. 
BurrALo, N Y., Oct. 7, 1891. 

Mx. Eorrok: Inclosed please fiad $17, to be used as fol. 
lows: Apply $6 on my subscription; then send TRR 
Trurs S&EKER for one year to James H Penny and Charles 
W. Manly-Deshon, Sailor? Snue Harbor, New. Brighton, 
N. Y., also one year to Mrs. Elizabeth Lenaghen, Harriman, 
Tenn. I see in Taz TagurH BERKER of September 26th you 
say you will send it for $2 a year if some one will pay the $2. 
If some hav been quicker than myself and sent money to 
pay for the paper for these persons, then use this I send to 
supply some others who are in a similar situation. I hav 
been very busy or I would not hav taken ten days to mail 
this. The small draft of $5 send to the old veteran in Lib- 
eralism, Jeremiah Hacker. I am well pleased with TRR 
TRUTH Seeker as treating on Liberalism, until it comes to 
Spiritualism. When it. gets to that point it or many of its 
writers attempt to write about what any well-informed per- 
son on the subject can see at once they know nothiog 
about. Isometimes wish D. M. Bennett could be in the edi- 
torial chairlong enough to giv Wettstein a piece of his mind, 
as he did T. Winter, of Cincinnati, O., who was almost every 
week or two Writing his anathemas against Spiritualism and 
Spiritualists. If Wettstein would read the works of Pro- 
fessor Crookes, Wallace, Zolner, and Robert Hare on Spiritu- 
alism, if he js an honest man he would not, in my opinion, 
be guilty of writing such an article as his in Tux TRUTR 
SEEKER of September 26:h. He is much like Lancaster, of 
England, who attended two or three circles at Wallace’s 
house and then gave his opinion of Spiritualism to the 
world. Not so with Wallace, who investigated the subject 
in every possible way for six years before he published his 
views in his able work on Spiritualism. Since such lifelong 


Freethinkers as B. F. Underwood and wife, G. H. Walser, 


of Libera], Mo., and many others I could mention, hav been 


able to see the truth of Spiritualism, there may be some 


hope for Wettstein and our good Editor, but I do not think 


there is any hope for Sister Slenker during her earth-life. I 


see quitea number of our Liberalists are nearly over the bog, 
I think not 
one in a thousand has had the advantage I hav to investigate 


the subject of Spiritualism in all its phases of manifestation, 
as hundreds of mediums hav been at my house from a few 


days to, in many instances, one month to a year or more, 88 


previous to Mrs. Frank’s death, which occurred seven years 
ago last month, I kept an open house for all mediums who 
came, free of any charge, for a term of something over 
twelve years, besides entertaining those who came from a 
distance to investigate. It was no uncommon thing that 
their stay extended to weeks, as they frequently came from 
other and distant states and from the other side of the Atlan- 
tic. 
modern times. 
menced to investigate the phenomena. I would like to state 
the circumstances and how I came to investigate, and some 


Among the mediums were many of the most noted of 
It is some thirty-seven years since I com- 


of my experiences, but my letter is already too long. 
A. H. FRANK. 


The Future, 


Lexineton, Ky.. Oct. 30, 1891. 
Mr. EprroR: Luther seemed to untie a Gordian knot, as 


he broke up a congestion of thoughts, poisonous and dis- 
eased, scattering the same to the winds (great is the man 
who can bear the contempt of the world for & good cause), 
but Luther only flirted with the Truth, after all—he did not 


win her noble heart. Swedenborg remarked tha‘ the future 


guarantee safe landing of souls, murderers or minor crimi- 


‘and hold dear, that absolute freedom of thought and expres- 
‘sion which is the natural right of every rational being. 

5. To inaugurate a system of positiv, tolerant thought, 
‘ethical culture, and practical benevolence, in which all 
Liberal-minded people can unite and work in harmony for 
the moral elevation, intellectual improvement, social well- 
being, and consequent happiness of the human race. 

6 To secure to every child of this republic a secular edu- 
cation. 

These we thought were Liberal enough, and got no farther 
than indorsivg the above. We hav not met since, and hav 
not yet rented a public hall, but on the birthday of Thomas 
Paine hav a grand ball and a short talk, when we hope to 
meet many of the Liberals of Aspen. Those who wish to 
know more about the proposed organization can learn by 
calling on me at 787 Ute avenue. 

Liberals cannot do better than engage the services of J. 
D. Bhaw to lecture for them. Wm. Mason. 


Christians Show the Effects of Their Religion in Their 
Dishonest Lives. 


East Ranporps, N. T, Oct. 25 1891. 

"Mg. Eprrok: I see by your excellent paper that Rev. Mr. 
Talmage has repented—that is, he is ** born again "—and 
now he thinks only good should be spoken about the dead. 
Y wonder if Colonel Ingersoll converted him. It may be as 
Rev. Mr. Talmage nears the twilight, the purpling hill of 
life’s uneven and zigzag path to the grave, he thinks it best 
for him to reform and speak the praises of those who cannot 
speak back. Well do I remember bow Doctor Talmage 
assailed the reputation of Paine, and Voltaire, and George 
Eliot. Well do Iremember how the Christians cheered his 
abusiv and untrue statements. But Dr. Talmage is not 
alone; there are thirty-one million Christians in America, 
applauded by ninety thousand preachers who do nothing 
to increase the world’s wesltb, who acquiesce in this mean, 
contemptible business of speaking ill of those who do not 
patroniz» their gospel-shops or contribute to their support. 
And it is remarkable that so many women—intelligent, cult- 
ured ladies—will be hoodwinked and flattered by the very 


nals, into heaven, why do they squirm and expectorate such 
venom when they are referred to? If their propaganda be 
infallible, why such uneasiness at what heretics may do or 
say concerning their sore-toed Christ at Rome or subordi- 
nates—liars and thieves—who for a consideration of hard 
cash can avert the calamity of hell, horns, hoofs, tail, and 


world was contained in the present, but alas, the greatest 
causes are hidden, and revealed often by disaster and ruin. 
Anarchy requires the complete perfection of individuals, 
who are to be a law unto themselvs. There will be no en- 
terprise or success in it without a leader of great abilities 
and courage, with that happy aggregation of intuitions so 
seldom seen—deep penetration into causes, with boldness to 


all, and place the soul of the shrived in Elysian realms? 
The hypodermically (so to speak) applied unction to the 
soul of the penitent is administered through a source more 
criminal than the absolved one himself—ten times more cul- 
pable. 
republic, the nation’s trade-mark, is being tabooed. Our 
educational institutions are being assailed by priest and 
minions. 
in your legitimate pursuits. 


Our institutions are menaced. The old flag of the 


If you are not of them you are a target, boycotted 
For a trifle of Peter's Pence the 
priest can absolve the false swearer, the incendiary, or those 
perpetrators of fouler crimes. Is such to be tolerated in the 
midst of this free and patriotic people, the loyal Americans ? 
That old incubus of cussedness at Rome is the devil-fish 
from which radiate tentacles gathering to its slimy embrace 
the unwary, as well as the vipers who prowl about seeking 
to absorb the life and liberty of this fair land. The pope is 
the head and center of infamy. He is not now absolute of 
all, as desired, but is wiggling to that distinction. The 
pope is the devil’s kodak; he reflects his employer. The 
whole bent and aim of Catholicism is to exterminate every 
other moral or immoral faction that will not affiliate in its 
devilish method. The recent attack upon the flag, school, 
and teacher of an Indiana district was perpetrated by 
emissaries of the pope. You cannot lay the recent outrages 
to the door of the so-called Copperheads. I do not believe 
that there is a nativ-born Copperhead iu the North who 
would be guilty of pulling down the American flag from a 
school-building, unless he be a Catholic. This monster, 


Rome, must be pruned of its grapnels and. consigned to 
Tartarean influence. This government must take heroic 
measures to abridge the encroachment of the hydra, Cathol- 


icism. It is fast assuming the long end of the teeter- board, 
and unless effectually squelched will soon be the fulcrum, 


execute what he has the moral audacity, the synthetic con- 
viction, to plan for the world's liberation. We want a genius. 
Voltaire says that custom is stronger than nature. 
preconceived notions melt before the fascinating sagacity of 
Li Hung Chang, the Chinese viceroy. A great military gen- 
eral must love life like the snail, and yet feel the burning 


But all 


ardor which may quickly consume the frail body. The 
world is filled with impure Anarchy, from which it has de- 
rived no benefit—wild pulsations; heart and brains undis- 
ciplined ; passions ungoverned ; no sacred purity and moral 
principle, without which a seventh heaven would change in. 
one day into a hell. No weeding of the infant mind, which 
by the merest chance becomes that of a highway robber. 
This is free agency turned the wrong way. Education im- 
plies choice. 

But are freedom’s pure expressions incantations, which 
can call forth every virtue? Can the wings of Mr. Totten’s 


-millennium rise from such a chrysalis ? Stronger motivs than 


the world has yet seen will soon present themselvs, to satisfy 
the burning love of activity which givs life to the heart of 
man. What is our duty? . To liv in luxury, greedy and 
degraded? The great mind of Tolstoi is not thus easily 
pacified. Love is the strongest cement known. He has 
plenty of that, and of course knows the secret of the uni- 
verse. 
How is it with the man who crawls at the feet of the 
powerful, which practice soon degenerates into basenesa ? 
Stern, honest independence, hai}! 
A man’s 8 man for a’ that. 
A groveling spirit is a millstone around the neck of Lib- 
erty. If we hav not great leaders, of noble purposes, with 
a grand following, with everything useful in view, we shall 
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before long be astonished by the presence of military com- Then again, how could the people move about or do auy- 
manera with their hosts, who like Tamerlane or Genghis thing with quails three feet deep at every step? And just 
Kh ill llow the fifth part of the world in their rage think how many would be smothered to death and die for 

an Will gwailow the P T h * | want of water and food. Why, the dead ones would create 
The noble conceptions of art might save us. Then why | such a stench that no human being could liv within miles of 
should we stupidly listen to the news that there are parts Of | the place, let alone in the midst of them. It says the peop'e 
the world where armies are stationed, perfect and unap- 


stood up two days and a night and gathered quails. ‘The 
proachable, in firm drill and experience, waiting till civiliza- | People stood up, that is, men, women, and children stood 
tion has finished its Christian banq iet, gloated sufficiently 


up, two days and a night. Can anybody believe that all 
over its weak delusions, its fairy-like tales of holiness and those people stood up for sixty hours? None but the most 
heaven, its.vices and lies and murders; its feeding the rich 


ignorant and superstitious could believe such stuff. 
Now, if you will look in the same chapter you will see 
and trampling the poor—waiting till the monster lies at he children o5 Ache) won Ainin sen n 
constrictor ? | 8 goo me they had when they were in Egypt, and what a 
their meroy supine and motionless like the boa bad time they were having in that desert land. Then it 
goes on to state that Moses promised them that he would 
call on God and see what could be done for them. Well, 
Moses did call on God, and he came down and they had a 
talk, and God promised the people meat. That was the 
food they wished for, and God said to the people, You 
shall hav meat. You shall not eat one day, nor two days, 
nor five days, neitner ten days, nor twenty days, but even a 
whole month, until it comes out at your nostris.” Now, 
does he fulfill his promis to the people? And it says the 
lesst anyone gathered was ten 18 Now, a homer is 
a little more than eleven bushels, so that the poorest worker 
gathered one hundred and ten bushels. Suppose we say 
they averaged fifteen homers, that would be 330,000 000 
bushels of quails they all gathered. And it says, They 
spread them abrosd." Now, where did they spread them, 
seeing that sixty miles in diameter was covered three feet 
deep with quails? 

Is also appears that the Lord treated these people with 
cruelty, entirely the opposit of wisdom, goodness, and 
power—the attributes of a creator—-for after all their hard 
work gathering the quails, cleaning, etc., and while the flesh 
was between their teeth, the Lord got mad at them and 
smote them with a very great plague, and thousands of 
them died and they never knew what for. 

It ig just such Munchausen stories as the above in the 
Bible that outrage common sense and reason, and make thou- 
sands discard the book altogether, notwithstanding there 
are many good things in it. I. C. KI GORE. 


PS Freud Holms, if you are not Liberal enough to 
publish this, please return to the writer and oblige, 
I. 


that the children of Israel were complaining to Moses what 
AH zA. 


A Christian Delegation Stopped This Man's Discussion. 
l SALIDA, Cor., Oct. 1, 1891. 

Mn. Epiror: I should like a short editorial giving a con- 
cise statement of the time that Josephus flourished, and al! 
his history is said to contain in relation to Carist. and 
whose history or histories would ba the most reliable to 
consult in establishing the claim that that chapter in Jose. 
phus’s works which relates to Christ is a forgery. On 
looking over the lista of different publications I hav failed 
to fiad where his history cam be obtained. Tais, in discus. 
sions with Christians, is a very important fact to be 
acquainted with. Christians generally refer to Josephus in 
order to establish the fact, as they claim, that contempo. 
raneous history gustaing the New Testament account of a 

superior man calle 1 Carist, and at the particular time when 
it is said helived. I am now having a tilt with some of the 
pious ones upon this point. I know that Gibbon and other 
historians state that Pliny, Seneca, and other ancient histo- 
rians are silent upon this point, but 80 far as I know they 
do not mention Josephus. 

Some time since, I held a discussion with Christians 
through the local paper here, and when it grew too hot the 
editor of the paper was waited on by a Christian delegation 
who claimed that their God had been insulted, and ordered 
Mr. Editor to desist, and he forthwith wilted. He cringed 
and fell at the feet of superstition, backing down into his hole, 
his teeth chattering. He meekly laid him down, submitted 
to b» chained, and now feeds upon the crumbs that fall 
from Caristian charity. This village is notorious for its do 
nothing kind of Antichristians. Notwithstanding the ad- 
vaucing intelligence aud general progress that environs the 
people of a free governmant is constantly exerting itself and 
gradually lifting the dark curtain of hereditary superstition 
from the eyes of a progressiv race, the light must actually 
ba forced upon them and held directly in their eyes before 
religious bigotry will admit a single truth. Inherited 
supernaturalism, the fabulous, the monstrous, that which 
neither the fool nor the wise man can possibly understand, 
is what the zealous supernatural religionists cling to most 
desperately. To undertake to persuade them that it is 
impossible to know the unknowable, is to them attacking 
all that is good and trying to demolish the superstructure of 
God and all that is ennobling. Having been nourished in 
the lap of credulity, I feel that I am capable of comprehend- 
ing its pernicious effact, and the great difficulty of freeing 
oneself from the bias of maternal instruction. 

H. MURRAY. 

Tais question is dealt with in an editorial in Taz TRUTER 
SakRKER of April 18 1891.—Eo. T. 8.] 


Those Financial Questions Answered. 
Crook, NzB., Sept. 23, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror: My time being otherwise occupied since re- 


friend Shumaker’s answer to my questions till this morning. 


of arithmetic,” I expected to find on reading friend Shu. 
maker’s answer some evidence of the truth of said statement, 


the field.” 


writer is simply astonishing." 


dues, is money,” etc. 

Encyclopedia Britannica says: Money is the name given 
to the commodities or articles which the people use as 
equivalents for their services and for whatever else they may 
hav to dispose of.” i 

Jolin Stuart Mill says: The functions of money are per- 
formed by a thing which derives its powers of performing 
them solely from law, or the express will of the people, and 


Rejected Communication. 

CHIOAGo, Itz , Oct. 10, 1891. 
Mx. Epiror: I send you an article below just as it was 
returned to me from the Richmond press. After keeping it 
about two weeks they returned it to me without any com- 
ment. Here is success to you and your valuable paper. 
Giv them fits. Poke them up with a long pole. Some of 

them are too filthy to poke with a short one. 
As ever, yours, I. C. KnGORR. 


QUAIL ON TOABT. 

“And there went forth a wind from the land, and 
brought quails from the sea, and let them fall by the camp 
as it were a day’s journey on this side and as it were a day’s 
journey on the other side, round about the camp, and as it 
were two cubits high upon the face of theearth. And the 
people stood up all that day, and all that night, aad all the 
next day, aud they gathered the quails. He that gathered 
least gathered ten homers; and they spread them all abroad 
for themselvs round about the camp. And while the flesh 
was yet between their teeth ere it was chewed the wrath of 
the Lord was kindled against the people. And the Lord 
emote the people with a very great plague " (Num. xi, 
31-33). : 

This Bible story of the quails beats Munchausen's wildest 
imagination. Suppose we make some calculations as to the 
probable number of quails brought from the sea to the 
children of Israel. A Bible day's journey is thirty miles, 
and eB it was a day's journey On either side of the camp it 
would he sixty miles in diameter. Now, square this and we 
hav 3,600 square miles; and if we calculate in circular 
measure. a8 should bedone, it would be more, but we will use 
square measure only. Now, there are 27 878 400 eqnare feet 
in a square mile. consc quently there would be 100, 362 240,000 
square feet in 3 600 dare miles. It says the quails were two 
cubits high. That would be thirty-six inches. Now take a 
box one foot square and three feet high and you can put in 
at least fifty dead quails, but we will say thirty live to be in 
reasonable limits. We now multiply the above number of 
square feet nf surface covered with quails by thirty and will 
get 3,016,867,200,000—three trillion sixteen billion eight 
hundred and sixty-seven million two hundred thousand— 
quails, a number beyond human comprehension. There 
never has been this number of quails altogether on the earth 
in six thonsand years. According to Moses there 

were 600,000 people in camp, but some commentators think 
that there were not more than 40,000. However, we will 
take the number given by Moses. This would giv every 
man, woman, and child 5,018,112 quails. Now, what would 
you think of the wisdom of a creator who would send you 

cover five million of quails, even if you were hungry as a 
bear ? A 


money.” 

Buckley, in his Eaglish History of Commerce,” says: 
** When it is once clearly understood that gold and silver 
are not wealth, but merely the representative of wealth, and 
that monev is of no possible use to a nation except to meas- 
ure [price] and circulate its riches, all the old notions of the 
supreme importance of the precious metals will at once fall 
to the ground.” 

Prof. John Maguire says: Money is a token of sovereignty 
based on the powers of a nation to support its laws. The 
question of redeemability or convertibility is absurd. The 
power that issues money is supreme, and the idea of basing 
that token of supreme powers on a commodity, as gold and 
silver, Or anything less than supremacy of a nation, is 
ridiculous in the extreme.” 

Charles Morgan, the great French writer and political 
economist, says: When the laborer receives his wages in 
money he has not received an equivalent for his services or 
work, but Only something which will enable him to get 
what he wants.” 

Money is a medium of exchange, a representativ of 
value." All the value that money possesses is its legal value 
and what is given it by supply and demand. If money is not 
a creation of law only in the same sense that a gunboat 
is,” the flash of that headlight must hav knocked you 
crazy. I can build as many gunboats of the same dimen- 
sions as I choose, and no United States marshal or other 
officer of thelaw will get after me. But do not you go to 
monkeying or trying to make money. You see there isa 
big dífference, after all, between the making of money and 
the making of gunboats. Money is a creation of law and 
nothing more. 

8 In your answer to the third question, you speak of 
different kinds of money issued by the nation. "There are, 
there can be, no different kinds of money. It is either 
money, or else it is not money. When you talk of different 
kinds of money, you are talking unscientifically, and some- 
thing that would not square with any rules of arithmetic.” 

4. The act of April 2, 1792, made the European, Mexican, 
Central American, and South American coins a legal-tender 
money of the United States. Over fifty years thereafter 


from all foreign coins. 
uumakes money, aud it is clearly within the province of the 
government. No ‘‘ usurpation,” nor no one wronged.” 


ceiving Tue Teura SEEKER Of 12:h instant, I did not see 


When I read, ‘‘ Money and the mechanism of exchange is 
8 science with principles just as fixed and definit as the rules 


especially after being assured a little further on that the 
blaze of Colonel Ingersoll’s ** headlight” had fiashed ‘‘ upon 
But lo, when I read that money was“ coined 
metal,” I felt to exclaim, surely the ‘‘ ignorance” of the 
No political economist will 
bear you out in any such definition of money as that, friend 
Shumaker. One of the greatest statesmen that this or any 
other country has ever seen, Henry Clay, says: Whatever 
the government agrees to receive as payment ef public 


this is quite sufficient to confer the powers, since nothing 
more is needful to make a person accept anything as 


Corgress passed an act withdrawing the money quality 
You see the law both makes and 


8. If ** not called money,” why, of course it is not money. 
Whether anyone would take it for what it was worth 
signifies nothing. 

9 Bob’s headlight played the very devil with you here. 
The money of each country would hold the same relation to 
business that does the money of to-day, aud prices would 
remain the same, and all exchanges made between each 
other would go on just as though there had been no change 
as to the material used in making their money impress, 
and all balances would be made with what the parties 
wanted, whether gold bars or white beaus were used. 

10. Tae only possible means or way by which we can 
know the intrinsic value of any commodity or produc: is 
the uses it can be put to inadvancing civilization and adding 
to human comfort and happiness. 

11. In the comparison with other metals, zinc, lead, tin, 
copper, and iron all hav a much greater value intrinsically 
than gold or silver. Ia the manufacturing of implements 
and other uses they are much more conduciv to man’s 
happiness. And your question, my dear sir, about the watch 
and spoon, if anything at all, is unadulterated sophistry. 

12. That ‘ they are coinable,” etc., no oae will deny, bat 
that they hava high intrinsic value“ is not true, nor ia 
it the reason for their being used as a representativ token 
(money). The first President Harrison said: If thera is 
one measure better calculated than another to produce that 
state of things where the rich are daily getting richer and the 
poor poorer, it is & metal currency." The reason, sir, is 
that the few who control the gold and silver can force the 
many (who-would hav no use for it were it not for the law 
making it money) to deliver up the producta of their labor, 
because the law compels them to get it in order that they 
may make settlemeat with the tax-gatherers. 

13. Iron ig worth about three cents a pound," etc. 
Taunderation! Waat will the boy say now taking lessons 
in ‘‘ science” and arithmetic rules?“ There can be but 
one correct solution to any problem, masters, and you hav. 
already said that money was “coined metal." Try again, 
giv us a good reason if you can, and waile you are thinking 

about it see if you can figura ou’ by those rules how the 
thing that represents Bo mething can ba the something. 


14. Yes, and one pack of beans is worth just as much as 
another pack of the same kind of beans, bit that does not 
answer the question as to their value by a darn site. 

15 “Just as may dollars as he cau induce the other 
party to giv him“ Oa, ho, chat headlight” gays he would 
be getting gold and silv:r for it. After learne 1 men solve a 
problem, they are of the same opinion hat they hav reached 
a fact. 

16. No more than the value of a bushel of wheat,” etc. 
I never hav seen any law that said wheat or any other prod- 
uct should be worth just so much per grain or pound, but 
it does fix the value of 25 8 10 grains of gold at 100 cents. 
Gre iter or lesser dollars is bosh. You are very unscientific. 

17. You do not answer. You stand in need of a little 
more science. 

18. You say, I think not.” More ''ignorance." It is 
indeed ‘‘ astonishing." It has been almost constantly fiuctu- 
ating and changing. See Frederick Eden's Table of 
English Money." Also Doubleday’s ‘‘ Financial History 
of England.” 

19. Who said it was not worth as much as coined gold? 
Coined gold will not buy one particle more of fiour, potatoer, 
rice, butter, milk, sugar, postage stamps, or anything else 
iu this country. A silver dollar is equal to gold in every 
spot or place. Somebody has been lying to you or else you 
hav run against another '' headlight.” 

20. More ignorance. Not ‘‘because the cost of coinage 
was higher," but because it was claimed to be necéssary to 
prevent exportation, lest the people be robbed of their small 
change. 

91. Ignorant as ever. The fellows that carry their money 
in ‘‘sacks” or '' carte" were never afraid of being caught 
“away from home." No, sir; it was one of the first steps 
to fasten upon us the British system of finance. Britain 
failed to conquer us with the sword and bayonet, but she 
will, with such fellows as you and Bob helping her, hav us 
cringing slaves to her tyrannous financial system in less than 
ten years. 

22. The rich man will never climb Jacob's ladder with“ 
or without them either. They were not made for him. 

23. Properly auswered, would be: Stagnation of business, 
financial failures, in the one where leaving; a revival of 
business, thrift, enterprise, where going. 

24. My dear sir, if I was trumping up 4 charge against you 
of a $10,000 debt when you did not owe me but $100, and 
your proof was good, you would be looking for a money of 
value made by law that you could make a tender before the 
court or a witness of that $100 legal value, and you would 
not care what that impressed legal thing was if it had the 
power to relieve you of all the costs of the case. As to 
which, you know, or ought to know at least, that unless you 
made that tender, though I only got the judgment for $100, 
you would hav all the cost to pay, and otherwise if your 
tender was a money of legal value the cost would be on me. 

Money, my dear sir, is of all things the most valuable, and 
all that value which it does possess is given to it by law. It 
is made the representativ of all value, and also of your 
liberty. It frees you from debt with a kind of power that 
nothing else has or can hav. Money has many functions and 
much power. But, my dear sir, you nor Bob never has 
seen a dollar of money nor never will, and when you catch 
on to that scientific principle of what is money, you will 
know more than you do now. W. P. Brooxs, 
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Children’s Corner. 


Adited by Miss Susan H. Wrrox, Fail 
River, Masa., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


„ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


Busybodies. 


It is a fact, as I've been told, 

That people in the days of old 

Got rich in silver and in gold, 

No matter what they bought or gold, 
By minding their own business. 


They did not try to wound one’s fame 

Or slander one another’s name; 

They cared not when you went or came; 

They pleased themselvs—you did the same 
Tf it was our own business. 


And if a man did what was right 

In his own mind and in the sight 

Of righteous law; by day and night 

He went ahead and fought the fight, 
Determined in his business. 


But in degen’rate modern days 
There's quite a change in people's ways. 
And what a person does or says 
Must be held up unto the gaze 
Of every busybody. 


And if you do not tell them, too, 

Where you are going and what to do, 

They get into such an awful stew, 

They'll even watch and follow you 
These very busy bodier. 


But if we take the pains to 86e 
Who these same busybodies be, 
We find there's not a he or she 
Who has a decent history, 
Among these busybodies. 


But let us no more notice take 
Of evil tongues; but for their sake 
We'll hope and pray they soon may wake 
From wickedness, and money make 
By minding their own business. 


— — $9849 —————— 


The Results of Ram. 


What doth result from this demon drink ? 
Misery, mendicancy, woe, and want, and 
last, but not least, disease, despair, and 
death. Intemperance dwarfs our youth; it 
brings brutality upon the blushing cheek of 
beauty. It makes men murderers, and wives 
widows. It bears the torch of Tophet, and 
its tendency is to trammel the thought. 

It makes fond fathers forsake their fire- 
sides, fair wives, and beautiful babies. 

This demon drink drives men to despera- 
tion, and women to be waifs and wanderers. 

This bottled beverage contaminates char- 
acter, aud manacles the mind. 

Alcohol is an abomination! a curse to 
civilization, a foe to freedom, and a friend to 
famin. This demon drink drives the dagger 
to the heart of doting mothers. 

It brings beggary to our brightest and best 
boys. This spirit of Satan sends our sons to 
suicide, and makes our offspring outcasts 
and orphans. It drives our sisters to suicide. 
It makes Our friends fear their fellow-man. 
It condones crime, and condemns character. 
It murders morality—a villain to virtue, and 
is pernicious to the pursuit of pleasure. 

It vails and veneers vice, and hates human 
happiness, and also execrates that which en- 
nobles and elevates, It is the shield of sad- 
ness which hurls men to madness. Its nox- 
jous result is the ruin of our nation. Rum 
ruins that which is royal and superb. It is 
tearless as it tears the white throat of youth, 
as they thoughtlessly totter to a premature 
tomb. Is is a torchbearer of treachery, 
thralldom, thievery, and tremens. 

It is the blood of burglary, the vim of vil. 
lainy, the crumbs of crime, and incites the 
incendiary. It is the health of highwaymen, 
the tonic of thieves, the guest of the gambler. 
and the rendezvous of rioters and robbers. 
It is the vampire of virtue, and cobra of 
crime. It severs affection from the soul of 
the suitor and hurries him to the gallows. 
It is the inspiration of insanity, the compan- 
ion of crime, and the bosom friend of beg- 
gary. It is the fell destroyer of the family 
around the fireside. It is the will-o’-the-wisp 
of tatters and termagancy. 

It is a hemorrhage of the father’s heart, and 
misery to mothers. It dissipates our daugh. 
ters, and defiles our sons. Rum! it cor- 
rupts the citizen, pollutes politics, and de. 
stroys scciety. It is a libertin to our legisla- 
tors, and a gehenna to the government. 

Alcohol is an accursed stuff, and is Satan’s 

phere. Rum is repugnant to reason. 

Rum is a rebel. 

Rum rots the velvety cheek of comeliness. 

Rum breaks the body, and paralyzes the 
Urse. 


Rum degrades, deforms, and deals despond- 
ency and death. 

Rum means by its free use, misery, mean- 
ness, and malevolence. Oh! the tragedies 
that are daily enacted by this tophetic tip- 
pling. This evil should be eradicated by the 
strong arm of society. A home isa heaven 
when its occupants abstain from this accursed 
abomination! Otherwise, to contrast the 
comparison, a home is a veritable hell (that 
pagan myth) when its occupants are addicted 
to this hellish habit! I would counsel] the 
lassies contemplating the connubial state to 
reject the suitor if he indulges in a social 
glass. Would you tolerate a man to touch 
your rosy face and round form whose breath 
bespoke a bacchanalian? Would you plight 
your troth to a man who tarried about the 
tavern regaling his roystering ragamuffins 
with time-worn, worm-eaten, weather-beaten 
yarns? Boys, do not pawn your birthright 
for pauperism. Do not exchange your in- 
herited excellences for the almshouse, the 
asylum, or probably the penitentiary or 
hangman’s halter. Cuas. D. MoBrivg. 

Samsth, Ill. 


What Is a Fetich? 


** What is a fetich ?” asks one of our bright 
correspondents. 

To answer concisely and to the point : It is 
superstition. The little girl who hugs her 
doll and talks to it, believing it knows what 
she says, is a fetich-worshiper. Ancient un- 
civilized and unenlightened people were 
great in their various kinds of fetich wor- 
ship. High mountains, big trees, animals, 
goats, sheep, snails, crocodiles, great snakes 
and little ones, and other living creatures, 
hav been made use of as fetiches. 

These are natural fetiches. Then there 
are made-up fetiches of wood, stone, iron, 
copper, etc. They are rudely shaped, in im- 
itation sometimes of a human being. This sort 
of fetich is kept in houses and in temples built 
expressly for it. The silly worshipers think 
it can answer prayers, and carry presents to 
it as well as food ; but if the prayers are not 
answered, they fall upon it in anger, and 
break it in pieces; yet they will immediately 
make another to take its place. Great festi- 
vals and feasts are made in their honor, and 
sacrifices of living creatures are offered up 
to them. 

Fetich worship is yet carried on in some 
parta of the world among low, savage tribes. 
And many people among civilized nations 
still cling to fetiches, although they would 
resent the insinuation with indignation were 
one to tell them about their fetiches. 

8. H. W. 


_ — — 
Blissful and a True Philosopher. 


Little Tim and his widowed mother lived 
in a very destitute way and suffered for 
many things needful. The bedding was 
scant and one bitter cold night his mother 
took down a partition door to cover his high- 
sided bunk, or bed; after she placed it 
across the bed Tim said: ‘‘Mother, what do 
poor folks do who don’t hav doors to cover 
up their little boys with?" Take things 
philosophically—make the best of every- 


thing. Usore Jaox. 
— . — 66— 


Her First Day at School. 

There was a very timid little girl among 
the many new pupils who applied for admis- 
sion to the Brooklyn schools when they 
opened the other day. She was from the 
country. It was her first month of living in 
the city. The teacher took down the names 
ofthe new children. The little girl from tke 
country gave her name shyly. Noone heard 
it but the teacher. She also told her the 
name of the street wherein was her new city 
home, but when she was asked the number 
she hesitated. She had never heard of num. 
bers to the houses. The houses in the 
country did not hav numbers. But a bright 
idea struck her, and she answered brightly, 
If you mean the rent, we pay ten dollars.” 
Then everybody laughed, and the little 
country girl colored and was sorry she had 


come to the city. 
— . — — 


Some Funny Answers. 

For originality, not to say humor, com- 
mend us to the answers in examination 
papers. Here are two or three which an 
English bishop vouches for. A child was 
asked to giv some account of Oliver Crom- 
well, and volunteered the information that 
tbe “ Protector” was very unhappy and 
dreaded assassination. On his death-bed 
he cried, “If I had served my God as I 
served my king I should not thus be for- 


saken in my old age!" Another, evidently 


with temperance proclivities, defined syntax 
as **& dooty upon spirits.” One smart youth 
who was asked by an examiner Could 
your father walk around the world ?” was 
equal to the occasion. ‘‘ No, sir,” said he. 


* Why not?” Because he’s dead.” 
— .. 


The Stupid Boy. 


Never set a boy down as stupid because he 
does not make headway at school. Many of 
the most celebrated men that hav ever lived 
hav been set down by some conventional 
pedagog as donkeys. One of the greatest 
astronomers of the age was restored to his 
father by the village schoolmaster with these 
encouraging words: There's no use paying 
good money for his education. All he wants 
to do is to lie on the grass on his back and 
stare at the sky. I'm afraid his mind is 
wrong.” Scientific men hav often been 
flogged for falling into brown studies over 
their books, and many an artist of the future 
has come to present grief for drawing all over 
his copy. book, and surreptitiously painting 
the pictures of his geography. ‘Your genius, 
unless musical, seldom proves himself one in 
his childhood; and your smart and self- 
sufficient piece of precocity, who takes all 
the medals and is the show scholar of the 
school, often ends by showing no talent for 
anything beyond a yardstick. Sir Walter 
Scott was called stupid as a child, and it was 
not even considered at all to his credit that 
he was fond of sich trash” as ballads, and 
could learn them by heart at any time. The 
boy who really worries you by being so 
unlike his bright brothers may be the very 
one who will make you proud and happy 
some years hence. Take that for your com- 
fort. 

— — — ————— 
Correspondence. 


Sourn BRAINTREE, Mass., Ort. 23, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon: We are all Freethink- 
ers 10 this family, and therefore we are not 
considered as good as other people; but it 
makes no difference, we do not feel bad 
about it. I shall go to the high school next 
year if Iam alive, but I shall feel badly, be- 
cause my present teacher is as Liberal as I 
am, and we hav fun in talking over different 
religious matters. There is a boy that goes to 
my school who told me the other day that I 
was going to hell. Iasked him where it was, 
and he said it was under the earth. Now, if 
you can tell me where under the earth is, 
I should like to know. He is very sure that 
there is a place there. Yours very truly, 

Cuas. Sumner PAGE. 

[Only the ignorant and bigoted believe in a 
literal hell in these days; and only the cruel 
and vindictiv desire that anyone shall go to 
such & place. Charley is worth a thousand 
such silly believers. Study hard, learn all you 
can, and pay no heed to any foolish trash 
uttered by the unthinking and weak. Be 
worthy of your illustrious namesake—Charles 
Sumner.— Ep. C. C.) 


WAS 


Abraham Lincoln A Spiritualist? 


OR 


Curious Revelations from the Life of 
a Trance Medium. 


Bx M88. NETTIE COLBURN MAYNARD. 


Together with Portraits, Letters, and Poems. 
Illustrated with Engravings, and Frontispiece of 
Lincoln, trom Oarpenter’s Portrait from Life. 
Cloth, $1.50. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curir g the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERBY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months, 


Friends will please Bend stamp for oiroulars and 
WH 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Snowvulle, Va. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I. EvoLuTION, ANTIQUITY, BAOTERIA, ETO. B 
William Durham, F. R. B. ff. TE 


II. Astronomy, SUN; Moon, Stars, Ero. By Will- 
iam Durham, F. R. S. H. e 


These handy series of volumes on soience—of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others te follow—are written 1n a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply a popular need. 

The price of each is 50 cents in cloth. 


What Would Follow 


THE 
Effacement of ChristianitvP 


BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Price; 10 cents a copy; twelve copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH EEKER. 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


“he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 


Reformers. he Biographies of 
throe hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
present. By D. M. Benner. 1,075 pages, 
8vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50. : 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to The World's 
Sages,” etc. By D. M. BNNETT. Bvo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ingJudaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. BNN. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8,00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. : 

Dv , 1115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leat! er, $5.06; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
whole r` «ceded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
COUNT AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
"obn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Domplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; 

A ` " 

The foregoing volumes are called ‘ The 
Truth Seeker Library." If all are ordered to. 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


B. F. UNDERWOOD'S WORKS. 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures, Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib- 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual- 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. : 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism: Its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistie 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po. cical and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. : 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo- 
logical. 20 cents. 


i 

Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
ays’ debate between B. F. Unpzxwoop 

and Prof. O. A. Buzaxss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported.! 
188pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rey. Jonn MAIS. Fully reported., 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 sents., : 


10 cents. 
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NOW READY.--PRICE, $2 AND $2 50. 


The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text Bo 


SHOWING 


ok, 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFULNESS OF THE CHURCH’S CLAIM TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFICENT INSTITUTION 
AND REVEALING THE ABUSES OF A UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS, 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF FACT, HISTORY, STATISTICS, AND OPINIONS OF SCHOLARS To MAINTAIN THE 


ARGUMENT OF THE ARTIST. 


Designs bv Watson Heston, With Portrait of the Desiener. 


Uncle Sam and the Priests. 


The Pests that Bother Unole Sam. 
Unole Sam Sleeps, bnt the Priests do Not. 
omanigsm with Her Mask On. 

The Mask Off, 

“Submit to the Roman Pontiff ag to God.” 

The Skeleton that Uncle 8am may Some Day 
find in his Oloset. 

A New Laocoon. 

The Trail of the Serpent. 

Some Undesirable Immigrants. 

Lay Loyalty: ae 

“Where Liberty Reigns the Tyrant Seeks to 

lay Her.”—La Salle. E 

The Ontcome of Ohnroh and State Union. 

The God-in-the-Oonstitntion Gnerillas. —Lib- 
erty in Peril, N 

Religious Treason the Rnin of the Repnblic. 
Transformation of the Bartholdi Statne 
which may be Expected nnder Religions 


Rule. 
What Unele Sam Shonld Do. 


The Church Robbing the People, 


New York Oity’s Annnal Gift to the Ohnrcheg. 
The Taxpayers and the Ohnzshes T, 


T 


Thanksgiving. 
Thankigiving--T, 


“ III. 

Sabbath Laws, l 
Sabbatarian Efforts in the National Senate, 
Sunday in a Sabbatarian City. 

The Olergy’s Opportnnity. 
As the Olergy Desire Snnday—I. 
€ . LT] 46 [I] —II 


III. 


„ 44 “ “ « 


The Church and Thomas Paine. 


Studies in Natural History. 


The Bible and Science, 


The Clergy and their Flocks, 


Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 


CONTENTS: 


medans. 
Their Scientific Records Oompared. 


Two Sampies of Christianity's 
Work. ` 
Romans of the Past and Present, 
Pernvians Before and Since the Conquest. 
Missionaries 
Hypocrisy of Ohristian Missionary Efort-l. 


Thomas Paine. 
The Preacher and the Patriot. 
One Work by Paine Ontweighs All the Preach- 


ers. 
Why Paine Was Denonnced. 
Paine's Services and His Reward from the 
Obnroh. j . 
Once Upon a Time a Donkey Kicked a Lion. 


A Question for Theological Ethnologists. 
Some Problems in Evolntion, 

The Prototype of the Methodist Revival. 
Religion in Man and Instinct in the Brute. 


Ohristian Missionaries in India. 
Missionary Mathodsin the Ohnrch of England. 
A Poor Rule That Doesn’t Work Both Ways. 


The Lords fnstruments, 
Religions Rnle. 
Bible Doctrines and their Results, 
Biblical Temperance Statements. g 
r3 " [13 Applied. 


The Ohristian Scheme from Genesis to the 
Synoptical Gospels, and the Practical Re- 


sults. 
The Anítbority of the Footpad. 
The Wisdom of Solomon. 
The Law and the Gospel Not the Same. 
Result of Faith at Findlay, Ohio. 
Which Statements Shall We Be Damned for 
Disbelieying : : 
Trrosponsibility, of Ohristians—Whence they 
Obtain and Where they Pat their Sins. 
Jesus Paid It All. 
Candidate for Glory—An Old Sinner, bnt a 
New Saint. 
Some Tests for Trne Believers. 
Following Ohrist. 
An Earnest Ohristian. 


"The Bible and Geolozy. 
The Bible and Geography. 


Shearing Time. 

The Olerg ^s Hold Upon the People. 

One of a Very Nnmerons Olass. 

The Physician and the Flock. 

Daty to the Olergy. 

At Oonference Time. 

Work of a Methodist Conference in New York 


in 1876. 
The Burden of the Oross. . 
The Theologian’s Conception of Olerical Priv- 


ileges. 
The Ark of the Lord. 
Ge Krim With their Pastor. 
One Trinmphant Saint. 
Appearance and Fact. 
Obaplains in the Army and Navy. 
A Desirable Bargain. 


The Christians and the Moham- The Uses of the Cross. 


Its Evolntion. 


Unkind Reflections 
Church. 


Decline of the Papacy in Italy. 

The Old Tiger and His Whelps. 

The Ory of the Ohnroh, * Don't Hnrt Onr 
Feelings." 

Bhake, Old Man; We're on the Bame Lay 
(Tammany ward worker to Methodist min- 
isterial delegate). 


Perseeutions by the Church, 


The Burning of Bronna, 

The Only Thing on Which the Sects Agres. 
An Unwolcome Pilgrimage. 

When Christians Made the Laws. 
Superstition the Same ia All Places and Ages. 
Banishment of Roger Williams. 

9 of Dr. MoGlynn—the Church True to Her 


ecord. 
Oasting Pearls Before S wine. 
The Bigotry of Church and State. 


Some Allegories. 


The Genii who Preside Over the Road to 
Knowledge. 

The Three Graces of Infidelity. 

A Olerical Move. 

The Trinity that Ruled the World in the Dark 


ges. 

„Let the Ghosts Go.” 

The Race Between America’s Inüdei Orator 
and England's Ohristian Statesman. 

The Enemy and the Friend of Liberty. 

Roman Oatholio Pandora’s Box. 

A New Rendering of an Old Rhyme. 

An Error in Biblical Navigatiov. 


Upon the 


The Children and the Church, "4 Regiona ode AE ic dee, gy e Hort ll oven 
* s =, e n. 
Pioch Bhall Wo Have? The Atonement pemomec: 2 * 2 u * -n On the Probation Plan.—Scene Ontside of th 
A Teacher We Do Not Want The Atonement Doctrine. „ „„ “u AIV. Gates of the New Jerusalem 
The Shadow in Onr Schools, Practical Application of the Atonement. „ V. On the Probation Plan,—Scene Inside of th 
i n of an Old The Great Efficacy of Baptism. An Incident of a Snow-storm, Jannary, 1889. j F 


Gates of the New Jernsalem. 
Into Heaven via, Purgatory. 


Heil, 
How to Make the Road to Salvation Plain. 
The Glory of Election. 
The Amngement of the Saints in Heaven. 
A Olerical Surprise Party. 
The Theologians and Skeptics. 
The Devil's Oconpation Gone. 


Miscelianeous. 
Talmage’s Petrified Blasphemer—A Religious 


A New Application of an Old Text. 
The Reptiles in the Path. g 
Recruiting for Ohnroh Institntions. 
A Parochial School Lesson, 
Prodnots of the Parochial Schools. 
The Disgnige Slips Off. 

A Web for the Unwary. 

The Religions Trap. 

Bnnday-Bohool Scholars, 

The Joys of the Sunday-School Boy. 


Woman aud the Church, 
Woman's Path from Servitnde to Freedom. 


How to Get a Halo and a Harp. 

Divine Beneficence. 

The Tabernacles of the Lord—I. 
[11 [1] [11 s II. 


A Few Vi^tims of Divine Beneficence. 


Prayer. 


A Dronth in Cambridge, III., in 1887. 
Our Father in Heaven. 


The €reeds. 
What Is Christianity ?—I. 
LIT i [1] —II. 


Another Incident of Another Snow-storm. 
On the Anxions Seat. 
Different Stories of an Alleged Oconrrence. 


The Church and Slavery. 
The Ghost in the Methodist Ohurchyard. 


Priests in Politics. 

The Oolossns of New York. 

The Political Caliban and the Religions Rogues. 
Ireland aud the Church. 

A Oontribntion to the Irish Qnestion. 


Enconragement to Go Astray. III. Oampaign Story of 86, 
: Bt. Panl as a Member of the School Board. The Olamor of the Oreeds, The Qhnrohog n Ireland, icd The Futllity of Hitching Evolntion to Ortho- 
The Ohnrch'8 Use for Woman. Bnstaining the Oreeds. The Tronpl. e With ^P. 7 reland. doxy. 
bert oe Greed ol Qa World 5 db dee orent 
shing. e Oreeds rld, D r in almage, Sam Jones, et al, 
‘Woman the Supporter of Preacher and Pope} Ohristianity’s Holy Family, The Church’s Idea of Civilization, The Women's Obristian ‘Temperance Union's 
Helping the Church, Janns-faced Oreedalists. The Gallows One of Ohristian Oivilization's rusade. 
The Ohnroh's Chief Supvort. The Oreedalists and the Government—“Onr Adjunota, Tools of the Olerical Trade. 
When Womanhood Awakes. God; Onr Conntry, and an Appropriation.” What Rome Would Use to Civilize People. The Modern Balaam. 


AUTHORITIES QUOTED: 


President John Adams, Robert C. Adams, D'Aubigne's History of the Reformation, Athanasian Creed, Prof. H. G. Atkinson, Matthew Arnold, Lord Amberley, Account of 
the Irish Massacre, Cardinal Baronius, Cardinal Bellarmine, Byron, Senator Henry W. Blair, D. M. Bennett, H. W. Beecher, Burnett’s History of My Own Times, Annie Besant, 
Buck's Theological Dictionary, Buckle’s History of Civilization, Brooks Adams’s Emancipation of Massachusetts, Governor Brownlow of Tennessee, J. M. Buckley, D.D., Charles 
Bradlaugh, Professor Buchner, Beauchamp, Prof. James Bryce, M.P., Edward Beecher, Bible Myths, A. Bierbower, M. Babcock, Council of Constance, Christian Statesman, Dr. 
Thomas Cooper, Rev. James Freeman Clarke, Dr. Carpenter, Christian Advocate, Catholic Review, Catholic World, nina Fifty Years in the Church of Rome, Rev. Moncure D. 
Conway, Thomas Carlyle, Presbyterian Confession of Faith, The Ohronicle of Perth, Jesus Christ, Congregational Creed, Prof. W. K. Clifford, Archbishop Corrigan, William Cobbett 
on the English Church, Catholic Union and Times, Chambers’s Cyclopedia, Cassius Clay, Prof. Theodore Dwight, Darwin, William Denton, Dana’s Manual of Geology, Prof. Van 
Buren Denslow, Durham’s Commentarie Upon the Book of Revelation, Dowling’s History of Romanism, Diderot, Draper’s Intellectual Development of Europe, Draper’s Conflict 
Between Religion and Science, Chauncey M. Depew, Edward Everett, Emmons’s Volume of Sermons, Jonathan Edwards, Benjamin Franklin, San Francisco Freethought, Jas. Anthony 
Froude, Garibaldi, Guizot (French Historian), Gregory VII., President J. A. Garfield, President U. 8. Grant, A. J. Grover, Boston Globe, Gamble, Helen H. Gardener, Matilda Joslyn 
Gage, Gibbon, Genesis, Rev. E. E. Guild, Gillespie’s Aaron's Rod Blossoming, Greg’s Creed of Christendom, Goethe, Cardinal Gibbons, Patrick Henry, Alvah Hovey, D.D., President 
Newton Theological Institution; D'Holbach, Victor Hugo, Dexter A. Hawkins, Ernst Haeckel, Hecker’s Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages, Professor Huxley, Hutchinson’s Exposi- 
tion of the Minor Prophets, Hobbes, Harper’s Weekly, Hallam’s History of the Middle Ages, Ingersoll, President Thomas Jefferson, C. H. Jones, ed. Chris. Paper of Chicago; O. D. 
Jones in Am. Nonconformist, Kingsley's Natural History, Abner Kneeland, Lecky’s Rationalism in Europe, Leo XIII. (Pope), Loyola, Lafayette, Henry Luttrell, Martin Luther, Locke, 
Macaulay, President Madison, President Monroe, Dean Milman, Milton, W. H. H. Murray, Dr. McG.ynn, Hon. Stanley Matthews, of the U. 8. Supreme Court, Manu, Cardinal 
Manning, Maine’s Ancient Law, Arthur B. Moss, Massachusetts Records, Morell’s History of Philosophy, Michelet, Moore, Missionary Herald, Mohammedan Emir to Bishop 
Orowther, John Stuart Mill, Wm. McDonnell’s Heathens of the Heath, Mackenzie’s History of the XIX Century, New Haven Colony Records, Neander, Church Historian ; Lord Neares, 
Nordau, Bishop O'Connor, Felix L. Oswald, Robert Dale Owen, Max O’Rell, People’s Cyclopedia, Pius IX. (Pope), Pius X. (Pope), Archbishop Paley, Parker Pillsbury, St. Paul, 
Thomas Paine, Plymouth Colony Records, Life of the Rev. Alexander Peden, Prescott (History), John Peck, Prof. Richard A. Proctor, Josiah Quincy, Edgar Quinet, W. Stewart 
Ross (Saladin), Robertson, John E. Remsburg, Report of New York Cattolic Protectory, Rutherford’s Religious Letters, Reade’s Martyrdom of Man, Report to House of Commons by 
Sheriff Allison of Glasgow, Renan, Archbishop Ryan, Robertson’s Survey of the State of Europe, E. A. Stevens, T. W. Smith (American Missionary), Dr. Schaff, Prof. Church History 
in Union Theological Seminary, New York; Herbert Spencer, Dr. Josiah Strong, Schopenhauer, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Shakspere, Charles Stephenson, Leslie Stephen, Elmina D. 
Slenker, PercyBysshe Shelley, Strauss, A. C. Swinburne, THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York. Tablet (Roman Catholic), J. P. Thompson, Truth Seeker Annual, New ort Times, The 
New Englander, Taylor, Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, U. S. Senate Reports, U. S. Senate Sunday Bills, Upham’s Salem Witchcraft, Voltaire, Volney, Gilbert Vale, Rev Thomas Vincent, 
Cardinal Wiseman, President George Washington, Walt Whitman, J. M. Wheeler, Archbishop Whately, Daniel Webster, Rev. John Wesley, Prof. Andrew D. White, Wishart 
Memoirs of the Marquis of Montrose, John Wilson, M.A., Elizur Wright, Lieutenant Wood, U. S. N., J. G. Whittier, E. C. Walker in Bible Temperance, Nathaniel Ramsay 


Waters, W. W. Walker. 
NEARLY 400 PAGES, 12 INCHES BY 9 INCHES, BOUND IN BOARDS, WITH ILLUMINATED COVER, $2; IN CLOTH, GOLD STAMP, 82.50, 


Sent by Mail on Heceipt of Price by THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City, 
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Agents for the Trath Seeker. 
` ALABAMA. : 
Star News Depot, 2,008 2d ave., Birmingham. 
CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Ball & McCarter. 7 W. First st., Los Angeles. 
Edwards & McKnight, 12 W. let st. ., Los 
Angeles. 
Freethought Publishing C^., 888 Howard st., 
Ban Francisco. 
Max News Stand, 1st & Main sts., LosAngeles. 
J. C. Scott, 23 Third st., San Francisco, Val. 
‘Estate of 8. C. Blake, 503 Kearny st., San 
Francisco. [cisco. 
Richardson Bros., 213 Grant ave., San Fran 
CANADa. 
T. C. Allen&Oo. ,124 Granville st., Halifax, N. S. 
James Foster, Welland, On. 
Thos. Moffatt, Orillia, Oat. 
R. W. Wheeler & Co., Hamilton, Ont. 
OOLORADO. 
J. C. Richey, 207 Harrison ave., Leadville. 
FLORIDA. 
Jag. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
Mrs. S. E. Ames, 169 Washington st., Chicago. 
Post-office News Co., 108 Adams st., Chicago. 
G. E. Wilson, 417 State st., and "Brentano 
Bros., Chicago 
J. W. Howe, 48 8. E Halstead st., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
Wm. E. Fa r, South Bend 
LOUISIANA. 
Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Oilean 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne 8t., New Orleans. 
MAINE. 
N. G. Fessenden 484 Congress st., Portland, 
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Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
Johnson Bro's 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 
A. M. Driscoll, 783 Front st., Worcester. 
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8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, Woodbine Cottage, Coit ave., 
Grand Rapida. 
O. Bolton & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 833 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEW JERSEY. 
John Hossack, Danforth and Ocean ave., 
Jersey City. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Burnton & Co., 92 Fourth ave., New York. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
Mr. Kelly, 1248 Third ave., New York. 
R. W. Turner. 849 4th ave., New York. 
E. Friedman, 72 Canal st., New York. 
H. Cohn, 820 West st., New York. 
Morris Ash, 120 Broadway, New York. 
Gorge Gross, 1693 Broadway, New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 
J. H. Russell, Fulton & Nassau sts. 
J. Vanden Broeck, 897 Bleecker st., New York. 
Nex York News Co., 20 Beekman st., '' 
1 5 King. 179 So. Pearl st., Albany. 
C. Weidman, 126 State st., Rochester. 
OHIO. 
John Jacques, Akron. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 
Benj. Woods, 319 Chillicothe street, Ports- 
mouth. - (Cleveland. 
Larwood, Bartlett & Day, 259 Superior st., 
OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
W. Wedeken, Portland, Ore. 
Handley & Kelly, 150 1st st , Portland. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st. , Phila. 
George Dongroro, 23 Richmond st., Phila. 
J. À. Kirk. Du Bois. 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
Romau Staley, cor. Wood aud 4th ave. " 
Pittsburgh. 
RHODE ISLAND. ` 
H. Carr, 947 High st., Providence. 
J. H. J. Reilly, 413 High st., Providence. 
TENNBHSSER. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
E. A. Andrea, 916 Main st.. Dallas. 
E. L. Merrill, 624 Elm st., East Waco. 
UTAH. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 
WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Stine Bros., Walla Walla. 
C. B. Reynolds, Lock Box 5 Freemont. 


ENGLAND. : 
Watts & Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet st., 
London. 
C. Btocker, 29 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 
AUSTRALIA. 
Chas. H. Bamford, 190 Little Collins st., East 
Melbourne, Victoria. 
W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. S. W. 
NEW ZBALAND. 
A. D. Willis, Wanganui. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOR 


In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBRRAL Hywn-Book contains songs 

the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
3 ie hi bir i recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 


Parton. t, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, 12 all who hav examined it. Price, 
W conts, Address UTH SEEZER Og. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass, says 


Kennedy’s Medical Discovery cures 
Horrid Old Sores, Deep Seated 
Ulcers of 40 years standing, 
Inward Tumors, and every dis- 
ease of the skin, except Thunder 
Humor, and Cancer that has taken 


Price $1.50. Sold by every 
Druggist in the United States and 


root. 


Canada. 


Tha Modem Science Essayis 


Ten Cents Each. 
1. HERBERT SPENCER: His life, writings, and 
hilosophy, By Mr. DANIEL GREENLEAF 
HOM SON. 
2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His life, works. 
and influence. By Rev. Jonn W. OHADWIOE. 

SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
#ow suns and worlds come into being. By 
Mr. GABRET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story oi 
geology. By Dr. Lewis G. JANES. 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE : How liz: 
begins. By Mr. WILLIAM Ports. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: Tho order 
of zoological evolution. By Dr. RoSSTT RB 
RAYMOND. 

7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: His origin antiq- 
uity, growth. By Prof. E. D. Oor : 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: Its katura, and de- 
velopment. By Dr. BosrznT G. EOOLZB. 

9. EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY. By JawEBA.Sxrr- 


TON. 

10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. By Z.S8ipney 
Sampson. 

1. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. By Dr. LEWI: 

12. PROOFS. D OF EVOLUTION. By NRTSOR O. 

ARSHAL! 

13. EYOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Jous W. OnADwIOE. 

14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. By SrARR 


Hoyt NICHOLS. 


15. THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING OIVILIZATION. BT Minot J 
AVAGE. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


FORCE AND MATTER; 


Principles of the Natura! Order 
ef tre Universe, With a bys- 
tem of “loraiity Basea 
The eon. 


Bx Prorzsson LUDWIG BUCHNER, M. D 
OONTENTS : 


Force and Matter, Tho Fitness of Things in 


Immortality of Matter, Nature (Teleology), 
Immortality of Foros, Man, 
Infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
otion, e 

Form Seat of the Soul, 
Inmtability of Natural Innate Ideas 

e Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 

aws, Vital Forse, 


Tne Heavens, The Soul of Brutos, 
FM as qf tho the Oreation Free Wi Jl, 

Morality, 
oo ihe NO: tion, Conciudín z Observa- 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 0O 


IS THIS YOUR SOW, MY LORD? 


4 NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


itself doth cali for instant 
remedy.” 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


“ The shame 


LIFE OF | 
Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism. 
BY MBB. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 
Creation. 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - - 75 Cents 


W^ This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. gm 


MYTHS AND MYTH-M AKERS. 


Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
Comparative Mythology. 


By JOHN FISKE, M. A., LL.B., of Harvard College 
Price, $2. 


BEYOND THE VEIL. 


Claimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B. 


Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. McDougall and Mrs. 
Luna Hutchinson. [Spir.] 
Steel Engraving of Randolph. Price, $1.50. 


THE KORAN. 


A. New English Edition of the Koran of Moham- 
med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that Doctrine 
which was begun and carried 
on by him in Arabia. 

SALE'S edition. 


HUME'S ESSAYS. 


Essaysand Treatises. Autobiography and Dia. 
logues on Natural Religion. 


By Davip HUME. Price, $1.50. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 


By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 
A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
Portrait. 
Price, pap., 50 cts.; clo., $1. 


Man's Nature and Development. 


By Henry G. ATKINSON, F. G. S., and HARRTWI 
MARTINEAU. 


Price - - - $1.50. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer's Text-Book. 
Thirteen Lectures on the Pible. 
By Ros’ COOPER. Price, $1. 


Origin and Development of Retlig 
ious Ideas and Beliefs, 
By Morris EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE 


With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


A BUSINESS WAN'S SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS. 


From a Poor Man's Standpoint. Price, $1. 
KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 


Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 


A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices 
By BARON D'HOoLBACH. 
Price, DIPL $1. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 
Iltimating in the Religion of Science. 
By Hupson TUTTLE. [Spir.) 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 78 cents. 


LIFE OF PAINE. 


By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Em. 
mortality of IIs Elements, 
By A. S. DE PELLEGRINI. 
Price, - - - 15 eents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 


Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated. 
Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on the Population Qnestion. 
By R. D. Owen. | 
Price, Mo -e * 


35 cents. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. Benserr. 
Price, - - . 10 cents. 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 


Cruareh Doctrines, 
By W.8.BanLow. [Spir] Price, 10 cents, 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 


By HuRLBUT and WAXEMAN. 
Price. 10 conta. 


iCHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and inegprossibly laughable 
. onslaughts on Ohristianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


For all of the ab books address 
oral or ATHE TRUTH SEEKER 00, 
$8 Lafayette Fl., NowXork. 


Price, $1.50. 


BIBLE—WHENCE AND WHAT: E 
LÀ R. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D, 
Price, $1. 


Socialism and Uullarianism, 


By Jogmx STUART MILL 
Price, $1. 


A Legacy to the Friends of Free Dis- 
cussion, 
By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 


Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Morai Phi- : 
Janthropists, at Tammany Hall, New York. 


Price, $1. 


APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT. 


The Gospels, Epistles, etc., attributed to Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles, arid not included 
in the New Testament, 
$1. 


Price, - — . - 
ASTRO-THEOLOGICAL LECTURES. 
By Rev. ROn“P TAYLOR. 


$1.50. 


THE SABBATH. 
By M. FARRINGTON. 


A Thorough Examination and Refutation of the 
Claims of the Sabbatarians. 


Price, 10 cents. 


RELIGION OF COMMON SENSE. 


By Pror. LiEBRECHT ULICH, of Germany 
Price, 25 cents. 


Price, - - 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 
A Historical and Critical Review. With Repkes 
to an Objector. 
By Gzonaz W. BROWN, M.D 


Price, 15 cents. 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, 75 cents. 


AN EYE-OPENER. 
“ Citateur, Par Pigault.” 
Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels, 


By ZEPA. 
. Price, paper, 50 cents; 


Antiquity avd Duration of the World 
By G. Tourxax. 
Price, e . - 


ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP 
OF THE ANCIENTS. 
By GILBERT VALE. l 


cloth, 75 cents. 


20 cents, 


Price, 20 cents. 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 


Price, 15 cents. 


BHAGAVAD- GITA. 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna 
and Arjuna. 5 
Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. 


Price, $2, 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
: Revelation. 


By LOUIS JACOLLIOT. 
Price, - - - - . 


$2. 


BIBLE IN THE BALANCE. 
A Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rev. J. G. FISH. 


Price, $1.50. 


BIBLE INOQUTRER. 


148 Striking Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences. 


By A. JACOBSON. 
Price, - 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na- 
tions of Antiquity; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 
“Cyclopedia of Reference.” 

Many Illustrations. 


price, $2.50. 


BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 


Historical Exposition of the Devil and his 
Fiery Domains. 


By Kersey GRAVES. 
Price, 35 cents. 


35 cents. 


8vo, 600pp., 


Jor all of the above books address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
18 Lafayette Pl., NowXork. 
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GIRARD'S WILL, Ziel Meetings. 
(| Girard College Theology. 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, 


ISSUED MONTHLY. 
Subscription price, $3 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. . Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 


? Almanac... . „ ͤ q „ q 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 


8. An duin: Thomas Paine.... 25 
4, Answers to Christian Question s 
Oth. N A 
5. rieten Absurdities, John Peck. 20 
6. Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire 10 
7. Ingersoll’s Address on Shakspere . 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 


Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book Bent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


. A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother Who were left parent. 
fesas with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 

oing to Chicago. The authoris aleo the heroin. 
The narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work. 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
goll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates ig pure tope worth ue attention 
of the rest of the world. ce 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96.pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 
Reply to Father Lamberts 

“Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 

Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 18 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 centa. . 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv, 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethica) 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which isthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 

pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel ef. 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or. 
Belicf and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo 


nel Robert Ingersoll) 33 pages in cover: 
Price, 10 cents. 


A 


22 pages in 


Men of Science. 4. The Difference betweer 
Facte and Opinions. 5. Obrist and Heroism. 
6. Christianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price. 


5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines. 


sens make [00 PER CENT and win $74.8 CASH Prizes , 
Sample free. Territory. Dr. Bridgman, 375 B’way, N. Y. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION. 


OR, THE 


Confict between Reason and Superstition, 
BY T. C. WIODICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 


Address at the Testimonial to Wal 
Whitman. 


Price, 35 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
lished at this office. 


Pub 


e 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


AN ADDREBS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
' ‘DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion. 
of Man. : s 
CoxTENTS: What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s. Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Christian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man’s Position. 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. He. 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo. 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Oharterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So 
ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self-Oulture. Mar. 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who art 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfactior 
and inspiration.—INew York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man's reason 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his gel. 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast oi 
actual possibilities.—IBoston Traveler. 

12 mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, &0s. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


4 tale of Pales ine, *ounded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. O. MIDDLETON. 
Price, . . 10 conta. 


DOWN THEY G0! 


Best make American Stenwind Watches, 15 
jewels. adjusted, pat. regulator, in silverine oare 
only $11; in 3 onoce coin silver, $16; 4 onnoe, $17 
(a few years axo $60). In best 14 kt. filled goid 
cages, open face, & 0; hunting, $23 to $28: 14 kt. 
solid gold. $40 to $100; same, uot adjusted. $2 less: 
11 jwls. $310, and 7 jwis. $5 less (lower grad: 
watches, t5 54. and $2 50). 

HE PERFKOTSD “OTTO WETISTFIN’ 
WA OH, much finer than above, full adjusted tc 
heat, cold, and position, 16 jwls, and ali moderr 
improvements, nickel movement, cased as above. 
$8 more, gilt mov't. $6 more. No one else in th: 
world senda out ao good a watch at the price 

LADIVS' GOLD BUNTING AMERICAS 
WATCHES, latest styler. best filled, 7 jwis. $ 7: 
11 je!s. $18 t0 ; 15 jwls. $25; 14 kt. solid gold, $10 
to f100 more. Allsent prepaid, kept inorder on: 
year. and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

DIAMONDS: in rines, vine. drops, studs, eto.. 
$10: $15; $25; $50; $100 to $1,000 per set. Cash re 
funded, if not 20 per cent below regular price 
anv time within one vear. 

WEDDING RINGS: Plain, chased, with pearls. 
emeralds, rabies, moonstones, opals, garnets 
turquoise, solitaires or combinat ons, a specialty. 

SUNDRIES : Rogers Bros’. triple plated knives 
$1.75, forks, : 1.75; Tea spoons, $1.80; Tables, $3 43 
Best specte. in the world, $1: Pebbles, $2; 14 kt. 
gold, $5 more (send line of finest print yon car 
read without glasses 14 inches from eyes); Gold 
headed canes, $8; $10; $15; $20. Rest razor—; 
luxury—$2; Solid silver -poovr, $1.70 per ounce. 
Souveneir spoons, silver, $1.25 to $2; Tea sets. 
$20 to $40; everything in tke line of fancy table 
siiver, novelties, plush, and art goods, gold pens. 
eto. All sent prenaid (except cutlery) Subject tc 


exchange or cash back. . 

. OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Established 1857. Rochelle, III. 
Send for vrice sts, beautiful cards in color. 

and gold of my Freethought badges (large and 


smal'), tracts: etc. Free. 
i T : mmense. For Home 
MM 


REAR, and TRAYEL. is 
TUFTT tions and Pop- 

ular IHlustrat- 
wed Lectures 


PAY 


name this paper, and send for our 


Price $1. 


known artists. 
Ink and go!d side stamps. 
The present volume is an effort to rescue from 
comparativ oblivion one of the many extraordi. 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war. . . . It points a moral that amidst repub- 
lioan institutions like ours, will not fail receive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hard, the elevat- 
ing influsnce of newly acquired ambition, . . . 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religiour 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Contains a heretofore unpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. - 


53,50 ERDAY 


says: '" Your ramef y is marvel'eus, ard 
acccmolish whet 5» said it will do. 
^f which is untold.” 


RNS 


Amusement and Parlor 
oP ch 


be found as instructive or amusing. Entertainments, Public Exhibi. P 


MCALLISTER, ue 


AN EXPOSE 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard'smagnificent 


becnest to Philadelphia by the Ohristian 


churches Young Men's 
hristian Ássocia- 
tion. 


By Bion. B. WESTBBOOEk, D.D., LL.D. 
Address TRR TRUTH SEEKER. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
sale at this office. 


Price, 50 cents. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” **The Bible Ana- 


lyzed,” “The Real Blasphemers,” ** Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 


who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—TThe American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 


For Liberal and Ethicai Societies. 


For Schools and the Home. 


OOMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 
PnRIOE, 2 8 . $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE 


French Invasion of Ireland in'98, 


Leaves of Unwritten History That Tell of a 


Heroic Endeavor and a Lost Opportu- 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFE. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
Handsomely bound in silk cloth. 


Price, $1.50. 


Can be made easy bv anv energetic person selling“ CHAM~ 
PION PASTE STOVE POLISH." No brush re- 
quired. No hard labor. No dust or dirt. Always 
ready for use. Au article every housekeeper will buy. 
216,000 packages sold in Philadelphia. Exclusive agency for 
one or more counties given competent person. Write to-day 
enclosing stamp for particulars: You will never regret it. 
Address, CHAMPION CO., 46 N. Fourth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


AN INFIDEL RERMEDY. 


SEND 10 CENTS TO 
Dr. FELLOWS, 
VINELAND, N. J. 
for his book on youth- 
ful errors, early decay, 
wasting weakness, lost 
manhood &c. It sets 

forth an External A 
plication—a_ reliable 
home cure, with full di- 
rections for use. Its 2 
certainty, no failure. 
State where you saw 
,this advertisement, 


A patient writing from Davenpor-, Td 
wil 
The value 


AND STEREOPTICONS 


afford the best and cheapest means of object teaching for 
Colleges, Schools, and Sunday Schools. Our as. 
sortment of Views, illustrating Arr, Science, History, 
Entertainment, ete., nothing can 


OP A very profitable businesa for 
a person with small capital. We aro . 
W the largest manufacturers and deal- 


WELL 


ers, and ship to all parts of the world. If yon wish to know how to order, how to conduct Parlor 
Entertainments for pleasure, or Public Exhibitions, etc, for MAKING MONEY. 


ACE BOOK FREE- 


49 Nassau Street, New York. 


| 
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These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N. T. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect- 
uregand discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
st, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 

evening at 7:30. Leotures, debates, and discus- 

sions on all important secular subjects. Pres- 

ident, Henny BIRD; Secretary, CORA BELLE 
LAGG. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa. 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bes. ord avenue and 

South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P. M., ever 

Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Pla 

form free. Charles Monholland, secretary, 248 

Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 25+ 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad an d 
Wood sts., at 2:30and 7:20 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Ablospeskersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson handatcheap rates, 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Bec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun - 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to HR TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. BMITH, Cor. Svs. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., et 
Fort Dearborn Hall, 181 West Madison street. 
and at 116 Fifth avenue. Lectures and debates. 
Strangers from sbros are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Gran avon insert een ed 
^ nity Hall. Lecture followe 
by debates, The publio cordially invited. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 r. u, in Macdon- 
alda Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. Lest - 
ures: songs and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free, FRANK Morse, Cor. Bec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los, Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays,at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parra 

Hall. Everybody invited. Mrs. R. M. BERBA, 

Pres.: J. H. MWIILIAMB, Bec. Sec. 


The Walia Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. BEYNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER, Sec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-houge. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
‘t Universal Mental Liberty." D.E. HroE, Pres, ; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHARLES SREA, Sec. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Club, 


Meets every Sunday at Knights of_Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 0’clock, A.M. Visiting Lib- 

eralg invited to attend. CoL. A. HARRIS, Pres. 
Isaac S. LEE, Bec. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling, 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp, 
Price, 75 cents, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
Bv LUDWIG FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot, 
Price, $3. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


Steel engravings of this celebrated natoralist 
l2xibinoheg: suitabie 101 lr HELA postpaid 
U Duru.. Adress AH bois CHEKER, 


"3686 
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Ales of the Werk. 


A ovispaton from Ireland says: The 
priests hav influenced many of the electors 
who are adherents of the opposing faction by 
telling them that they were not bound in con- 
science to keep the pledges which they had 
made to the Parnellites.” 


SzrEOTION of the next pope from America 
is talked of. 


“Mormons will soon 
control the entire state of 
Chihuahua, Mexico. 


Owing to conspiracy 
to restore monarchy the 
Brazilian congress has 
been dissolved and mil. 
itary law declared. 


Taz corruption of the 
Russian court of public 
administration has been 
sbown to be great, 
officers receiving five to 
twenty rubles a month 
being able to keep 
private secretaries at 
one hundred rubles. 


Carsorios laud the 
late Bavarian: king, 
though he was a foolish 
and bad man, because 
he résisted the extension 
jnto bis land of the Ger- 
man “kulturkampf ”— 
that is, battle for culture, 
in opposition to Catholic 
school control and 
obscurantism. 


Wzsausiang, China, 
reports that huge stones, 
for lack of which it had 
had to pause in building 
a breakwater, hav been 
hurled down from 
heaven. The governor 
of the district affirms 
their supernatural origin 
proved by one of them, as 
big as a house, bearing 
seal characters, two of 
which he has interpreted 
to mean work and 
“ stone.” 


THE faction which controls Chili is said to 
be practically owned by English commerc'al 
firms. The Chilian press thinks it feasible to 
-procure Englirh aid if the United States de- 
clares war. Our cabinet’s intentions are 
unknown. 


On the papal situation Dr. Phelan says: 
* No, I would not consider the exit of the 
pope a political move, a c;up d'etat as it were, 
which would. bring to the immediate notice 
of the powers his exact helplessness. If he 
leaves Rome it will be only because he bas 
been forced to it to insure personal safety. 
He will not leave Rome with the object of 
returning to his ancient inheritance the more 
speedily.” ' 


Tue German emperor has urged suppres- 
sion of prostitutes and their bullies "—tbe 
class known in France as Alphonse” and 
in Germany as ''Ludwige "—showing a 
commendable intention but advising un- 
precedented and unwise measures. His 
suggestions that lawyers refuse to defend 
immoral cases and that the public be ex- 


cluded from such trials are condemned by 


the press as distinct back steps in legal pro- 
cedure, imperiling the pure and independent 
administration of the law. 


Iraty concurs in Eagland's view that we 
should not enforce of Chili a reparation 
whose counterpart we denied Italy in the 
New Orleans affair. The Italia says: The 
United States hav one diplomatic rule for 
Chili and another for Italy. All Yankees 
unscrupulously follow politics as a business, 
even when international affairs are con- 
cerned. But the time may come when 
Europe will lav aside petty differences and 
call the United States to a more exact and 
precise notion of the law of nations." 


In Russia scores of thousands hav died of 
starvation and 32,000,000 are on the verge of 
it and will perish without foreign aid. 
** Such a situation,” says a report,“ is with- 
out comparable precedent in modern his. 
tory.” And it is due solely to Christianity 
and despotism. In Orel outlawry prevails 
altogether. At Larvierze many spinners and 
weavers rioting for bread hav beea killed by 
soldiers. The population of all Astrakhan is 
dyiog. Many villages in Perm are totally 
deserted Half the population of Besz n is 
dead. Poisonous herbs and earths are eaten. 
Samples of bread analyzed show seventy per 
cent sand and thirty per cent deleterious 
vg table matter. A woman of Ra!chine on 
re! rning from a search for food found all her 
c ren dead, their stomachs filled witb earth 
and rags. In Pepza the body of a woman 
w o had died of heart disease was exhumed 
and eaten. Orther cases of cannibalism are 
reported, especially of mothers eating their 
children in Nijni-Novgorod. Fieldr, houses, 
and railroad cars containing grain are 
despoiled. Trade is at a standstill, as the 
Jews are calling in gyery cent to leave the 


gonatry, 


GODS AND RELIGIONS WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, | 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES |... n 


Vol. I. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8V0, Spp Vol. II. Desoribes Fully all 
the Religious Systems of the World, 
8vo,957pp. Oloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leathef, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 

BY D. M. BENNETT. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


AND REFORMERS. 


fes of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 
'Feachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders o 
New Schools o: ought, Eminent Seion- 
tists, eto. (who were not Christians). 
from the time of Menu to the prog- 
ent, 8vo, 1, 075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g. e., 84.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. . 
THE TRUTH BEEKERB 00., 
28 Lafayette Place. N, Y. 


T Gams of Ghonght. 


We should do justice whether a woman 
was made from a rib or from “omnipotence.” 
We should be merciful whether the flood was 
general, or local. We should be kind and 
obliging whether Jonah was swallowed by a 
fish or not. —Zngersoll. 


Far from being a check upon the passions 


of kings, religion, by its 


SSeS. 


very principles, frees 


them from all restraint. 


It transforms them into 
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JOB PREPARETH TO WORSHIP GOD. 


Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshiped.—Job i, 20. 


divinities, whose caprice 
the people are never per- 
mitted to resist. "While 
jt givs up the reins to 
princes, and on their part 
breaks the bonds of the 
soc'al compact, it en- 
deavors to cbain the 
mind and hands of their 
oppressed subjects.— 
D' Holbach. à 


Srerxine has been the 
history of hygiene in 
France; thanks to the 
decline of  theolog'cal 
control over the univer- 
sities, to the abolition of 
monasteries, and to such 
labors in hygienic re- 
search and improvement 
88 those of a succession 
of men like Tardieu, 
Levy, and Bouchardat, 
a wondrous change has 
been wrought in public 
health. Statistics care- 
fully kept show that the 
mean length of human 
life has been remarkably 
increased. In the 
eighteenth century it 
was but twenty-three 
years; from 1825 to 
1830 it was thirty-two 
years and eight months ; 
&nd since 1864, thirty- 
seven years and six 
months. Prof. A. D. 
White, 


Fanatiorsm is, in refer- 
ence tosuperstition, what 


THIRD EDITION. 


My Religious Experience. 
By S. P. Putnam. 
Price, 25 cents. 


OTHER WORKS BY 8. P. PUTNAM. 


The New God. Price, 10 cents. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms 
of Un versology. Price. 20 cènts, 


Waifs and Wandtrrings, 4 New 

American Story. Price, cloth, $10); paper, 

50 cents. **A prose epic of the war, rich with 

incident and dramatic power; breezy from 

first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day.”—John Swinton's Paper. 

“The 


Golden Throne, A Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine 
creativ spark is with him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
wor?s—the transcript of a manly. mind. 
Every Liberal should read Golden Throne. 
—Ingersoü, Price, $t. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Oentury 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is showr there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

“Tt 


Prometheus, A Poem. is 
crammed with life, thought, and profound 
emotion, poured forth, it seems to me, with 
e beauty.“ Dr. Henry W. Bellows. 

rice, $1. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic poems. Price, 10 cents. 


Adami and Heva. A poetic version 
of the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
which its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown, Price, 10 cents, 
For all of the above address 

THE TRU FH SEEKER. CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 


Grimes and Persecutions. 


svo. 1,119pp. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


FOR SALE. 
A Farm of 24 Acres. 


Splendidiy located. Bich soil—can raise wheat, 
barley. etc. Orchards produce largely. House, 
barn. and ^ther buildings in first-class condition. 
Is called “a model farm.” Within a short dis 
tance of Now Tork city, Price reasonab e on easy 
terms, Owner (an old TRUTH SEEKER subscriber) 
retiring on account of old age. 

Address > WHITE, 
Bed Bonk, N. . 


ONLY 2 CENTS. 


` JUST PUBLISHED. 


There has just been published for general circu- 
lation a most interesting pamphlet, containing a 
good likeness of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll and arti- 
cles from the following well-known writers: R. G. 
Ingersoll, Thaddeus B. Wakeman, B. F. Under- 
wood, Matilda Joslyn Gage, Helen H. Gardener, 
Rev. Henry Frank, Nelly Booth Simmons, A. B. 
Bradford, Parker Pillsbury, Lucy N. Calman, 
Capt. R. C, Adams, Prof. A. L, Rawson, Lyman 
C. Howe, Susan H. Wixon, Allen Pringle, Wm. 
Emmette Coleman, Harry Hoover, Mrs. M. A. 
Freeman, Sara Underwood, Rev. J. C. Grumbine, 
J. J. McCabe, Lydia R. Chase, Henry M. Taber, J. 
C. Watkins, Dr. Edward Montgomery, Emma 
Rood Tuttle, Dr. Juliet Severance, Hudson Tuttle, 
E. C. Walker, Judge C. B. Waite, Dycr D. Lum, 
Voltairine de Cleyre, Lewis G. Janes and Dr. Rich- 
ard Hodgson. 

The publication will be forwarded to any address 
in the United States or Canada on receipt of an 
American two-cent postage stamp. 

Address FREETHINKERS’ MAGAZINE, 

Buffalo, N. N. 
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SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE: 


BEING 
A POPULAR ACCOUNT OF THE 
FORMATION AND DEVELOP. 
MENT OF THE CANON. 
BY 
BRONSON’ D. KEELER. 


OoNTENTS.—The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Seripture 
Books which are Now Oalled Apocryphal. The 
Heretics, The Christian Canon. 


Paper, £0 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


"The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


New and Cheap Edition, - - 50 Cents. 


Mentioned bv W. E, Gladstone in his work, The 
Impregnsble Rock of Holy Scripture.” 

. W. Foote in the Freethinker recommends it 
as an excellent text-book. He says: =T 
manner is good and the style is bright. The 
yeader is carried along on an easy flowing stream 
of science, history, ethics. and common sense,” 

Chas. Watts in Secular Thought pronounces it to 
be the best work the author has wri ten. 

And THE TRUTH SEEKER says: This is an ex- 
cellent book which we oan recommend to our 
readers as clear in language, trustworthy in 
statement, and irrefutable in reasoning.” 


ea ad THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 Cents. 


delirium is to fever, or 
rage to anger. He who 
js involved in ecatasies and visions, who takes 
dreams for realities, and his own imagina- 
tions for prophecies, is a fanatical novice of 
great hope and promis, and will probably 
soon advance to the highest form, and kill 
man for the love of God.— Voltaire. 


Man’s ignorance has always taken refuge 
in the act of God as an explanation of what 
could not be understood. God was supposed 
to cause cholera, plague, and small-pox by 
direct exercise of his will, until the germ 
theory of disease showed that these calami- 
ties could be accounted for by natural laws. 
God made the lightning, in popular estima- 
tion, till Franklin flew his kite and brought 
it down from heaven to the realm of nature. 
— Robert C. Adams. 


Crepiting him with only ordinary talents 
and a school board education, Jehovah should 
hav produced & better book. There must be 
some reason, very real, but not very apparent. 
for his maundering imbecilities and slip shod 
blunders. After earnest but not prayerful 
study, I think I hav discovered the reason 
of El Shaddai’s literary aberrations. No 
man, and presumably no god, can produce 
a book that deserves to be read and to liv 
unless he be free from carking cares, the 
fight for bread and the mean little battle for 
boots. True, semi-immortal works hav been 
produced by those with thread.bare gar- 
ments and empty larders; but only when 
they hav been dowered with the rare gift of 
complete self-absorption, and hav been able 
to revel with kingly wealth in the dignity of 
their subject, utterly oblivious of common 
cares and domestic infelicities. Now, Jeho- 
vah.jireth may possibly not be gifted with 
the sublime self. absorption necessary to 
Bible-writing on severe and elevated lines. 
His domestic complications are, to put it 
mildly, strange. He had a son without hav- 
ing a wife, and this sort of thing alone en- 
tails, as a rule, an amount of worry and 
moral unrest This worry and unrest is not 
likely to be minimized by the fact that the 
son of the author of the Bible is of the same 
age as himself, nor by the fact that this son 
had only a Ghost (a Holy“ one, however) 
for a mother, she being of the same age as 
the father and the son. And we can readily 
surmise that domestic acrimony in heaven 
became more acrimonious still when the son, 
apparently dissatisfied with having a mere 
Ghost for a mother, selected à buman mother 
for himself and actually condescended to get 
born in a stable. Talk of an earl's daughter 
running away with her father's groom 1— 
what is that to Jehovah's son being born in 
a stable among asses and with a she-barber 
fora mother ?* Under domestic humiliation 
like this, I question whether Milton himself 
co"ld hav written much better than Jehovah 
haa done. Saladin in God and His Book. 
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“ Hav you anything new?” asked a cus- 
tomer of a recently e"gaged clerk in a Chi- 
cago store. ‘I'll see," replied the young 
man, as he swept his eye over the shelvs. 
** Yes, here's The New Testament.’ Would 
you like to look at it?“ 


t MERRY.G0-ROUNDS and their Evil Iuflu- 
ence on the Community was the sut j ct of 
the discourse of the Rev J. G. D'tmars the 
‘other night in Williamsburgh, N. Y. The 
church is in the vicinity of one of the best pat- 
ronized carrousels in Brooklyn. 


TR RRR hav been many stories of the origin 
of the word and practice of baptism, but I 
doubt whether this ingenious explanation of 
its derivation by an old darky preacher, which 

.wil be appropriate to giv here, has ever 
been printed. It's des like dis,” he says: 
* De fust thing to do is to splash the body 
into the water, and den dere's a sound bap: 
and den when de body rises and goes to de 
bank you hears de water a-dripping cff like 
tism, tism. tism—and dere's the meaning of 
the word bap tism!"— Chicago News. 


Mz. BOULANdER was bigoted, and was 
one of those French Catholics who imagin 
that the altar must, to prospe”, be flanked 
by the throne. General Boulanger first broke 
away from her at the Hotel du Louvre, be. 
cause the crowds of F-eethinking Radicale 
who attended his levees there were shocked 
to see nuns, monks, and priests all the time 
going to see her or coming from her parlor. 
She had a sad tem, per, the consequence of a 

à 


bad liver, and set down to a higher morality 
thaa bie and to religious feeling her gloomy 
disposition. 


To this great sovereign lord, Science, all 
men may appeal without distinction of race, 
birth, or condition, and they may wander 
and investigate within its courts withou' 
money and without price. The mandates of 
Science are inexorable and drawn entirely 
from the wellspring of eternal truth. No 
opinion can alter its laws, no delusions 
change the current of its wisdom. It is the 
serene sovereign of peace, ruling in the em 
p're of miod, and sooner or later, all the 
world and the universe will acknowledge its 
entire sway.— The Jury. i 


CRI is a great country for newspapers; 
theré are more than forty of them in Valpa- 
raiso and Santiago, and there are others in 
all the head towns of departments. Chili 
has many literary men, including a regiment 
of poets, and also many scientific men and 
a multitude of statesmen and generals. The 
schools are free and the educational system 
provides for provincial lyceums, normal 
schools, an agricultur-I school, schools for 
the arts and trades, military and naval acade. 
mies, and a national university, all supported 
by the government. Ia some years there hav 
heen one thousand students at the Santiago 
university. 


** Tye fact that Petrarch was an ecclesiastic 
nowise added to his faults in the eyes of his 
contemporaries,” says the Sun reviewer. 
The celibacy of the priesthood was known 
to be a mere empty phrase. From the popes 
and cardinals down there were very few in the 


Petrarch on the score of sexual derelictions. 
The general immorality of the church in his 
day is manifest. from the circumsta*ce that 
when Petrarch’s enemies sought for slanders 
with which to blacken his name, not one of 
them thought of mentioning hís illegitimate 
children as a disgrace to him or to his pro- 
fession, although their existence was well 
known and acknowledged.” 


Uk a regime of extravagant fanaticism, 
such as exists in Russia at present, no one 
outside the strictest pale of orthodoxy is safe. 
Any chance word, a criticism of a drunken 
priest, may condemn its utterer to hopeless 
exile. For under such a law as exists, what 
may not be construed as criminal? Article 
178 says tha; whoever p iblicly uses words 
with the object of casting obloquy upon 
the orthodox faith, or scoffs at the holy 
scriptures or the holy sacraments, is 
punisbable with the forfeiture of all civil 
rights and penal servitude for a period of 
from six to eight years. If this crime be not 
committed in a public place, but, nevertheless, 
with the object of impairing the faith of 
those present, or of leading them into error, 
the guilty person is sentenced to loss of all 
civil rights and banishment to a remote 
district of Siberia. 


A 8PEOIAL correspondent of the Voice writes 
to his paper: The Philadelphia Hvening 
Telegram and other papers hav printed spe. 
cials from Washington relativ to members of 
the ecumenical Methodist council, who 
preached temperance in this city last week 
and then stood up before bars and sipped 
mixed drinks or quaffed the foaming lager. 


| ranks of the clerzy who could cast a stone at | This charge was laid mainly at the door of 


foreign delegates, and the charge is only too 
true. Many of them drank at tbe bars of the 
hotels where they were stopping, while others 
sought retired places where the sign, * Ladies’ 
entrance,’ adorned the side doors. Some of 
the E gish brethren did not appear to care 
who saw them drink, and went about it ina 
matter-of-fact way. The ‘New York Buf- 
fet,’ on 10:h street, was a favorit resort for a 
few of them. More than one applied at 
police headquarters to be directed to a quiet 
place where they could hav lunch ‘and 
refreshments.” P 
A FRRNOAH barrister, M. Desmarets, lately 
wrote to Signor Crispi pressing him to take 
the initiativ in organizing the United States 
of Europe. This was Crispi’s reply: The 
league of the three monarchies, Italy, Ger- 
many, and Austria Hungary, has been 
formed to guarantee the peace of the 
continent and without any desire of 
conquest. It is henceforth the kernel of the 
European confederation. If France chose, 
she might join the three powers, who would 
receive her intd their company with 
enthusiasm. Her example would doubtless 
bs followed by the other nations, and we 
should hav at once and without d ffleulty the 
United States of Europe. General disarma- 
ment, the lightening of taxation, and the 
welfare of the taxpayers would naturally 
follow. In this great European union, 
removing all reason for the preponderance of 
one state over another, the question of 
nationalities would be quickly and amicably 
solved by the confederates. It would be a 
matter of internal organization and nothing 
more.” 
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How Patnam Shakes Up Orthodox Belief. 

: From the Stool on, Cal., Independent . 
‘Samuel P. Putnam had a large audience in Turn- 
Verein hall last night. He spoke on “The Bible 
and Modern Thought." He said: 
Non cannot think God. God is the unknowable. 


God is an object of faith and is found through the 


of Gods and creations. 
conclusion by saying that God is infinit. 


| Daist. 
. Voltaire and Paine, believed in God. Paine wrote 


. human heart. I do not dispute with any man about 


his belief. You ean settle a question of knowledge, 
but not of belief. I deny that God is an object of 
human knowledge. Belief and knowledge are differ- 


-- ent states of the mind. The theologian's argument 


for God's existence is the design of the universe 
the universe was made and therefore there must be 
a God. Design is merely adaptation, order, and 


- harmony. If the argument of design is good when 


applied to the universe it is equally good when ap - 
plied to God himself and we hav an endless number 
The theologians escape thia 
The same 
argument applies to the universe then, for it is infinit. 
Wa don't need any God at all to explain the universe. 
It does not explain anything to ssy that God made 
it. Theology is no more au explanation of creation 
than the old mythology was. Theologians first said 
that the earth was fist; that it was supported on 
the back of an elephant, which was supported on the 
back of a turtle, which in turn was supported on the 
broad back of Atias. Who supported Atlas was un- 
known until a bright newspsper man suggested that 
he must hav married a wife and that she supported 


im. e 
“All that the human mind can explain is not the 
beginning, but the process of things. Suppose the 
universe were the outcome of an infinit intelligence. 
D es that suppose God? God is infinit love as well 
‘as infinit wisdom. If those qualities are working 
together there can be only a perfectly beautiful uni- 
verse. If there is evil in it there must be a limit to 
the love of the creator. That there is an evil every- 
where experience shows. Science declares that the 


universe is an infinit battle-ground, life feeding on 


life. If we are in the path of nature’s forces she 
destroys us as relentlessly as the stubble of the 
field, 


The philosophy of Freethovght is that we 
neither sffirm nor deny; we simply say that we do 


not koow. A Freethinker can be an Atheist or s 
Some of the foremost Freethinkers, like 


the “Age of Resson” because he did believe in God. 
Could Thomas Paine stand st the church doors to- 
day and proclaim his sentiments be would be wel- 
comed inside. The diffzrenee between Paine and 
orthodoxy was not in reference to divine revelation, 
because he believed in that, but it was over the kind 


ol revelation. He sffirmed that the revelation of 


God was permanent and universal, that it was in all 


nature, in humanity itself, in man’s thought and as- |- 


piration.. Orthodoxy denies that and ssys that God's 
revelation was special snd miraculous; ibat it was 
disclosed eighteen centuries ago, and that eince then 
no light has.come to humanity ; that unless we be- 


. dieve.in the special and miraculous revelation we will 


be forever condemned. It is a tremendous proposi- 
tion that we must believe in the Bible to be saved. 
If so we ought to know it as certainly as that the 
sun shines in the heaven. Christian scholars of to- 


j dey grant that only twelve books of the Bible are 


genuin. Only one of David's psalms is admitted by 
them to be genuin. Nobody knows who wrote the 
book of Daniel. No Obristian scholar asserts that 
Moses wrote the books of the Pentsteuch as we hav 


them to-day. In those very booka is an secount of 
the death and burial of Moses. 


They speak of the 
kings of Israel, yet thera were no such kings until 


: ..five hundred years after Moses’s death. Many of 


the places mentioned in those books were not in 
existence till five hundred years after the death of 


Moses. 


“In the account of the temple of Solomon it is 


- stated. that the law of God was written on two 


tables of stone. Those two tables were the only 
records in existence then. There was no Bible at 
that time, yet that was one thousand years after the 


i ‘purported writing of the Bible. Not one single 


bock in the Old Testament was written earlier than 


hundred years before Jesus. 


eight hundred years before the birth of Jesus. 
That is suffic'ently well proved. Moses lived fifteen 
The history of the 


Jews during the intermediate seven hundred years 


i ‘attributed them to Moses. 


was carried along by tradition, and unknown scribes 
then wrote the legends which had been preserved and 
Ohristian scholars con- 
sider only four books of the Naw Testament as gen- 
uin. Luther and Oalvin rej:cied the epistle to the 


“Hebrews. Nobody knows who wrote it or the book 


of Ravelation, or when or where the bock of Rav- 
elation was written. The four gospels it is admitted 
were written from thirty five to one hundred and 
‘twenty-five years after the death of Jesus. What 
kind of Lietory is that which is written from oral 


tradition, from hearsay, thirty five years after an 


„ event? 


if no documentary evidence were preserved, if only 


What would a history of the war be worth 


the testimony of man's word of mouth were used 
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thirty-five years after the close of the war? Stories 
are easily believed and accepted as facis. That tale 
of the surrender of Lee to Grant under an apple- 


‘tree was very pretty and was believed and is doubt- 


less believed by many people to this day, yet Grant 
in his memoirs said there was nothing in the spple- 
tree story. When we were boys we believed the 
story of William Tell as implicitly as we did the 
story of Jesus, but in Switzerland in the last six 
months the teaching of the William Tell story has 
been forbidden in the schools, because every scholar 
knows it is a myth. The four gospels purport to be 
the testimony of eye-witnesses, yet they are a masa 
of contradictions, giving different accounts of the 
life, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, That 
shows that the gospels were & mass of traditions. I 
afficm that the first gospel could not hav been writ- 
ten until at least one hundred and twenty-five years 
after the death of Jesus. There is no reference to 
them in any other writing until at lesst one hundred 
and fifty years after the death of Jesus. I challenge 
any clergyman to giv any evidenes of their existence 
before that time. 

“Our Ghristian friends say that the Bible is the 
only revelation given by God to man. If so we 
ought to hav the same Bible from age to age. I 
deny that the Bible of to-day is eighteen centuries 
old. It is only a little over three hundred years old. 
It was formulated by the council of Trent, and the 
members of that council were not unavimous on 
what should be inciuded in the Bible. The early 
Chrietian churches and Ohristian fathers d ff red as 
to their Bibles, including in them books which are 
excluded to-day, and excluding books which are now 
included. Why do Protestants accept this Oatholic 
Bible from the council of Trent? Why not select 
the books of the Bible with the enlightenment of to- 
day, instead of going back to the ignorsnee and 
superstition of the dark ages? Martin Luther re- 
jected the book of Esther, which he said was fuli of 
heinous naughtiness; the book of Hebrews, the 
epistle of St. James, epistle of St. Jude, and the 
bock of Revelation, which he considered almost 
bad enough to throw in the river Elbe. Our ortho- 
dox friends say they musi believe in the Bible or be 
forever lost. If God ever gave a book to humanity 
with signs and wonders and angels’ voices we ought 
to hav the book God gave. If ever given, God's 
Bible bas mingled with the dust of the earth for 
thousands of years. All we hav is man’s copy, and 
not the first or the hundredth copy. ‘The oldest 
copy of the O'd Testament we hav was made in the 
sixth century. Ssholars to arrive at a correct read- 
ing of the scriptures hav to consult fifie»n or six- 
teen copies. In the oldest copy of the Now Testa- 
ment exant are included books which are declared 
heretical by the Christians of to-day, the epistle of 
Barnabas for instance. i 

“Tho Bible is crowded with mistakes. It was not 
divided into chapters and verses until four hundred 
years sgo. The monks in the thousand years in 
which they made copies of the scriptures multiplied 
them, putting in changes to suit their own notions. 
The only text which spesks of the trinity is declared 
by Ohristian scholars of to-day to be a forgery, sud 
it has been thrown out of the new version. The 
Lord’s prayer in the Bible of to-day is not correcily 
given, and in the new version the closing sentences 
‘of the prayer as repeated in Christian churches and 
families are flung out. In the Bible there are two 
bundred and thirty thousand admitted mistakes. 

* [f the Bible is trne, that does not make it divine, 
for man’s natural faculty is trath, but if it is false it 
must be an imperfect and human production. If 
false in one particular itg testimony is valueless in 
everything elte according to law. It says that the 
world was made in six days. Nobody believes that 
story to-day. The evidence is overwhelming of the 
existence of man on this planet hundreds of thou- 
sands of years ago, instead of a few thousand yesrs 
2g0, as indicated by the Bible. There is not a board 
of education ia the country that dares put this 
Bible story of the creation in the school-books. 
Obristian theologians of to-day reject the literal 
biblical. account of the creation, but how do they 
escape the dilemma? By ssying that day did not 
mean twenty-four hours as used there, but an indef- 
init period cf years. Hebrew scholars ssy that no 
such meaning can be given. What did the author 
roean by the word which signifies day? We find his 
mesning in Ex. xz, where it is said that six days 
shalt thou labor and on the s wenth rest. The mean- 
ing cannot be anything else but a day of twenty- 
four hours. The commsndment in Exodus is founded 
on the story in Genesis, which says that God made 
the world in six days and rested on the seventh. 
The terms are identisal, aud what the word means 
in Exodus it mesns in Genesis. If we teke the 
modern construction of the word as given in Genesis 
we would hav the people in Exodus directed to work 
six periods of a million years, for the word and the 
meaning in Genesis is the same as in Ecodag. 

“The order of creation according to the Bible is 
that the water population was created first, the 
sir population next, and the land population last. 
Seiencs has proved that the order was water, land, 


the mountains, flinging the dross aside. 


-immoriality at all. 


‘zation like the stovepipe hat. 


1881. 


and air population. As Huxley says, the order of 
science is absolutely irreconcilable with that of the 
Bible. It is as if & man would say that the order 
of states on this coast ia California, Washington, 
and Oregon. You would call him a colossal: liar. 
That is the same sori of lie as in Genesis. 

“The Bible is part of man's history. We find 
good things in it just as we find gold and silver in 
Oar Chris- 
tian friends insist that the dirt is jast as good as the 
gold and silver and equally valuable for human hap- 
piness. Does anyone believe the story of Jonah 
and the whale to-day? Some clergymen do. Sam 
Jones says that he does, and that if the Bible put 
the story the other way and said that Jonah swallowed 


the whale and kept it down for three days and three 


nights he would believe it. Take the Bible through 
common sense. My Ohristian friends cannot giv up 
the Bib:e because they say it ia such & consolation 
to them in the hope of immortality that it givs. The 
aope of immoriality is in other religions also. It 
never came from any book or any priesthood. That 
hope sprang from the human heart, from human 
love. The Bible simply expresses that hope. 
in sll the Od Testament there is no doctrin of 
It tesches that man dieth like 
the beast of the field and goes to the dust thereof. 
The devil is the only one in that Testament who 
suggests immortality. Jesus is the first one in all 
the ecriptures to speak of immortality, but the 
heaven of the Naw Testament is a little place of joy 
amid misery and suffering. I don’t want that ortho- 
dox heaven. I would rather roll forever on seas of 
fire than turn from heaven to behold my loved ones 
in agony and thank God for sendivg them to hell. I 
don’t want a soul like that. Mine is the salvation of 
all mankind, NE 

“The Bible has not sdvanced civilization. Where 
the civilization of the Bible prevails they plow. with 
the same crooked stick that was used eighteen hun- 
dred years ago. The Bible is accepted by civiliza- 
tion like anything else; it simply sccompanies civili- 
Wherever there is 
civilization you will find the stovepipe hat; there- 
fore the stovepipe hat is the cause of civilization. 
That is the way Christians argue about the Bible. 
The Bibie sanctions war, slavery, polygamy, intemper- 
ance, theft, and other crimes. 

“The Sermon on the Mount is not good enough 
for the world to-day. Obristians cannot liv up to 
it. Take no thought of to-morrow, it ssys. Such 
a doctrin makes aman a tramp. It is forethought 
aud building for the future that produces farms, 
orohards, and progress. Love your enemies, it says. 
You cannot do it Do you suppose there is any 
Onristian orthodox clergyman who loves me? The 
Naw Testament practically tells you not to love your 
father and mother and your frienda. You must 
abandon them. The teaching cf Oonfucius to ‘ Love 
your friends and your enemies treat justly’ was 
better. I don't aceept the teachings of Jesus as 
common sense. I am an anti-poverty man. There 
will be no real progress until poverty is destroyed. 
In all the Sermon on the Mount there is not one 
suggestion as to how to destroy poverty. Jesus said, 
‘Biessed be the poor. He considered poverty a 
good thing.” 

Rev. Mr. Cuddy, a traveling minister, interrupted, 
saying: Why do you not quote all?” i 

Mr. Putnam said that Mr. Ouddy evidently was 
not thoroughly familiar with the Bible, as he had 
quoted the sentence.  — l i 

Rev. Mr. Onddy then read from Matthew, 
* B'egsed be the poor in spirit. 

Mr. Putnam said that his text was in Luke vi, 
18, Blessed be ye poor" The audience was evi- 
dently in hearty sympathy with the lecturer, for it 
applauded his reply and some satirical comments 
and everything that he said thereafter. He added: 

“I don’t accept Blessed sre the poor in spirit’ ag 
an improvement. I don’t believe in being poor in 
spirit. The more spirit the better. I don’t believe 
in this mock Ohristian humility. If a man smites 
me on one cheek I won't turn the other, but I'll giv 
him something else. If he takes my coat I won't 
giv him my cloak, but III send a police officer after 
him. Obhristian clergyman preach the doctrin of 
poverty, but they do not believe in it. If & minister 
is offered $2 000 to go somewhere else and is getting 
only $1000, the extra $1000 will be chockful of 
the voice of the Holy Ghost telling him to make the 
change. ‘The poor ye hav always with you’ I 
don’t secept or believe that. My faith is in humanity. 
The world is better to-day than it was one thousand 
years sgo, and human genius and human endeavor 
will sweep poverty from the pathway of humanity. 
How does Onristianity deal with poverty? By giving 
alms. . What the poor man wants is not charity, but 
justice. When justice is enthroned there will be no 
need of alma; every man will hav employment and 
a home. Obristianity teaches the poor man to starve 
on this side of tie Jordan so that on the other he 
may have eoach and six and play on a harp with 
Gould and Vanderbilt. The Naw Testament teeches 
that poverty is in itself a virtue and wealth a crime. 
In the parable of Lazaras and Dives you don’t read 


anvthing bad about Divas, yet he goes to hell to 
soffer forever and ever because he is rich, while 
Lazarus goes right to Abraham’a eapacious bosom. 
We do not read that Lizarus had s single virtue. 
He was nothing more tban a tremp. Why did he 
go to heaven? Simply because he was dead broke. 
I don't want that kind cf heaven. I believe in a 
heaven won by human endeavor and human genius. 
I believe in human kindness.” 

The lectures were under the auspices of the Stock. 
ton Liberal Lasgue, cf which O. F. Fresman is 
president and V:ctor H- ek secretary. 


— . 
Some Economie Opinions. 
Colonel Ingersoll in the Chicago Tribune. 

„The farmer tuac raises corn aud sells i$ as corn is 
not so apt to get what they call fore-handed as one who 
sells his corn not as corn but ag pork and bsef and 
horses. "The latter makes all the profit that is made 
out of the corn business. Wnen we taks into con. 
sideration the differences beiwaen the raw material 
and the msnufse:ured thing we see way this doctrin 
is true. "Tae raw material of the locomotiv is not 
worth to exceed $5 or let us say $10, and I mean by 
‘raw material the ore in the ground and the coal in 
the ground aud the limestone used in the furnace. 
Now, the difference between the $10 and the $10. 
000 for which the locomotiv sells 1a made by labor. 
by ingenuity, by the development of the brain. S» it 
seems to ms that in every point of view protection is 
good. Bat they say: ‘We can got steel rails 
cheaper in Hagland than we ca» get them here.’ 
Well, let us sea. Supoose we pay $30 for a ton of 
steel rails made in the Uaited States. Teen we open 
the books and the account is: Tas United States, 
eredit by one ton of steel raile, 830 The U sted 
States, credit by cash for one ton of steel rails, $30’ 
Taat is to say, at the end of the transaction there is 
a ton of rails and $30 all in the U iited States. 

HOW IT FIGUBES THE OTHER WAY. 
Now, let us suppose thet we coud nev obtained 
the ton of rails from E :gisrd for $25 Then how does 
it stand: ‘The Uuited States, credit, one ton of 
rails, $25. Great Britain, credit, $25 for one ton of 
rails. So that at the end of the operation E igland 
has $25 and we hav got a ton of rails; but with the 
other operation we hav got a ton of rails and $80. 
It is all here. So J am for an American system, an 
American policy. And Iam not so sure bat what I 
would go much farther than the protectionists hav 
gone. I am not so sure but what the true theory 
would be to let into this country free anything we 
cannot make, anything that we cannot produce, and 
anything we can make and anything we on produce, 
not to let it in at all. Of course, in this country 
there is a great diversity of interest. Tie men 
'- who import hav an idea that they want free 
trade. Ia that, however, they are mistaken. Let 
us hav free trade and their services for the most 
part would be d&pensed with.  Aaother thing: 
their customers would become so impoverished that 
their business would amount to but little. So I am 
a protectionist.” 
* How do you stand on the money question ?” 
“Tam with the Rapublican party on the question 


of money. I regerd money as a commodity, some 


thing that cannot be created by law any more then 
you can create wheat or corn by law. Iam also for 
the use of gold and silver both, but I want a dollar's 
worth of silver in a silver dollar. Ido not believe 
in light money, or in cheap money, or in poor money. 
These are all contradictions in terms. Congrese 
cannot fix the value of money. The most it oan do 
is to fix its debt paying power. It is beyond the 
power of any congress to fir the purchasing value of 
‘what it may be pleased to call ‘money.’ Nobody 
knows, so far as I kaow, why people want gold. I 
do not know why people want silver. I do not 
know how gold came to ba money; neither do I 
- understand the universal desire, but it exists, and 
we take things as we find them. Gold and silver make 
up, you may say, the money of the. world, and I be- 
lieve in using the two metals. Iam a belisver in 
silver because the U sited States is the greatest sil 
ver-produciag country; and the valua of a thing, 
other things being equal, is in accordance with the 
number of its uses; and if silver is used as money 
it adds to its value. I do not believe in depreciating 
any American product; but as value cannot be abso- 
lutely fixed by law, so far as the. purchasing 
power is concerned, and as the values of gold and 
silver vary, neither being stable any more than the 
value of wheat or corn is stable, I believe that legia. 
lation should keep pace within a ressonab'e distance 
atleast of the varying values, and that the money 
should ba kapt sa naariy equal ag paassib!e. 
ONE TROUBLE WITH MONEY TO DAY. 

„Ok course there is ons troub e with money to-day, 
and that is the use of the word dollar.“ Is has los! 
its meaning. SD many governments hav adulterated 
their own coia and so many hav changed weights 
that the word ‘dollar’ has not today an absolute 
definit, Specifia meaning. L ke individuals, nations 
hav bean dishonest. "Tae oniy time the papal power 
had tb» right to coin money believe it was under 
Pius IX., when Antonelli was his minister—the coin 
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of the papacy was so debased that even orthodox 
Ostholies refused to take it, ard it had to be called 
in and minted by the French empire before even 
the Italians recognized it as money. My own 
opinion is that either the dollar must bs sbsolutely 
defined—it must be the word over so many grains 
of pure gold or so many grains of pure si ver—or 
we must hav other denominations for our money, as 
for instance, ounces, or parts of ounces; and the 
time will come, in my judgment, when there will be 
a money of the world, the s&me everywhere ; because 
each coin will contain upon its face the certificate of 
* government that it contains such a weight—so 


many grains or so many ounc-s—of s certain metal. 


I for ons want the money of the U sited States to be 
as good as that of any other country. I want its 
gold and silver exactly what they purport to be; 
and I want the paper issued by this government to 
de the same as gold. I want its credit so perfectly 
established that it will be taken in every part of the 
nabitable globe. I am with the Rspublican party 
on the question of money ; aiso on the question of 
proteetion ; and all I hope is that the people of thie 
country will hav sanss enough to defend their own 
interests.” 

“Hav you a word to say about the World’s 
Fair?“ À 

“I believe it will be not only worthy of Ohiesgo 
but of the Uaited States. It will be in all proba- 
bility the greatest fair that has evar been held, and 
I believe it will do an immensity of good in count 
iess ways and New York will be on exhibition with 
the reat.” 

— À9—9—— ————— 

The Three Ages. 

Mark Iwain's Leiters o the Sun. ` 
As a result nothing is left [at Aix les-Bains] of the 
bsndiwork of the remoter inhabitants of the region 
except the constructions of the lake-dwellers and 
some Roman odds and ends.. There is part of a small 
Roman temple, there is part of a Roman batb, 
tnere is a graceful and battered Roman arch. It 
stands on & turfy Jevel over the way from the present 
great bath house, is surrounded by magnolie trees, 
and is both & picturerque and suggestiv object. It 
nas stood there some sixteen hundred years. 
Iis nearest neighbor, not twenty steps away, 
is a Ostholic church. They sre symbols of 
the two chief eras in the history of Aix. 
Y:s, and of the Earopesn world. I judge that 
ihe venerable arch is held in reverent esteem by 
everybody, and that this esteem is its sufficient pro- 
tection from insult, for it is the only public structure 
I hay yet seen in France which lacks the sign, “ It is 
forbidden to post bills here.” Its neighbor, the 
church, has that sign on more than one of its sides, 
aud other signs, too, forbidding certain other sorts of 
desecration. 

The sroh's next nearest neighbor—just at its 
elbow, like the church—is the telegraph cffice. So 
there you hav the three great eras bunched together 
—the era of War, the era of Theology, the era of 
Business. You pass under the arch, and the buried 
C ‘ars seem to rise from the dust of the canturies 
and flit before you; you pass by that old battered 
Ghurob, and are in touch with the Middle Ages, and 
with another step vou can put down ten francs and 
skaka hands with Oshkosh under the Atlantio. 

It is curious to think what changes the last of the 
three symbols stand for; changes in men’s ways and 
thoughts, changes in material civilization, changes 
in the deity—or in men’s conception of the deity, 
if that is aa exacter way of putting it. Tas second 
of tbe symbols arrived in the earth at a time when the 
deity’s possessions consisted of a small sky freckled 
with mustard.seed stars, and under it & patch of 
landed estate nob so big as the holdings of the czar 
to-day, and all his time was taken up in tryivg to 
keep a handful of Jews in some sort of order 
exactly the same number of them that the ezar h s 
lately been dealing with in a more abrupt and fer 
less loving and long suffering way. Ata later time 
—a time within all old men’s memories—the deity 
was Otherwise engaged. He was dreaming his eter- 
aities away on his great white throne, steeped in the 
soft bliss of hymns of praise wafted aloft without 
cessing from choirs of ransomed souls, Presbyterians 
and the rest. This was a deity proper enough to the 
82 and condition of things, no doubt a provincial 
deity with proviccial tastes. The change since has 
been inconceivably vast. His empire has been un 
imaginably enlarged. To-day he is master of a 
universe made up of myriads upon myriads of 
gigantic suns, sud among them, lost in that limitless 
sea of light, floats this atom. His esrth, which 
ones seemed so good and satisfactory and cost 80 
many days of patient labor to build, isa mere cork 
adrift in the waters of a shoreless Atlantic. This 
i: the business era, and no doubt he is governing 
nia huge empire now, not by dreaming the time 
away ia the bizz of bymuing choirs, with occasional 
explosions of arbitrary power disproportioned to tke 
sz: of the annoyance, but by applving laws of a 
sort proper and necessary to the sare end successful 
management of a complex and prodigious establish- 
ment, and by seeing to it that the exact and constant 
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operation of these laws is not interfered with for the 
Accommodation of any individual or politioal- or 
religious faction or nation. DC ae 

Mighty has been the advance of the nations. and 
A result of it is a 
changed deity, a deity of a dignity and sublimity 
proportioned to the majty of his c ffise and the 
magnitude of his empire, s deity who bas been freed 
from s hundred fretting chains and will in time be 
freed from the rest by the several ecclesiastical 
bodies who hav these matters in charge. It was, 
without doubt, a mistake and « step backward when 
the Presbyterian synods of America lately decided, 
by vote, to leave him still embarrassed with the 
dogma of infant damnation. Situated as we are, we 
cannot at present know with how much of anxiety 
he watched the balloting, nor with how much of 
grieved disappointment he observed the result. 

— 
What [3 Inside of th» Eirth? 


From Goldthwaittes Geographical Magazine, 


Many scianifis men are devotiog their lives to 
fiading out all that can bs learned about the interior 
of this wonderful globe of ours. Oae of the inter- 
esting problems on which they are engaged is the 
depth and geological limits of the permanently frc zen 
soil. The British Association has collected a large 
amount of data on tais question. It hes already toid 
us some Curious things, such as the fact that excel- 
lent wheat laads north of Manitoba overlie frczan 
earth that never thews. . 

Some geologists fiad sirata of rock that they are 
abla to show must hav baen buried at a remote age 
10000 feet under the surface. These upturned 
edges of rock, which some terrible convulsion 
lifted to the air, g v us a glimpse of the condition 
of the interior some way bslow the greatest depth 
to which we can attain. The workmen in tbe.deep- 
est mines in Earope swelter in almost intolerable - 
heat, and yet they hav never penetrated over 
one seven-thousandth part of the distance from the 
surface to the center of the earth. In the lower 
levels of some of the Comstock mines the men 
fought scalding water, and could labor only three or 
four hours at a time, until the Satru tunnel pierced 
the mines and drew «ff some of the terrible heat, 
which had been 120 d -grees. , 

The deepest boring ever made—*hat at Sperenber, 
near Beriün—penetra:es only 4 172 feet, bout 1 000 
feet deeper than the famous artesian well at St. 
Louis. The result of this imperfect knowledge is 
that there are more theories and disputes among 
scientific men with regard to the interior of the earth 
than about any other problem of physical science. 
Some eminent physicists, for instance, libe Sir 
William Thompson. hav believed that the crust of 
the earth is at least 100 miles thick. The m»:jority 
adduca good reasons for believing that the crust is 
only 25 to 50 miles thick. Ali agree that the 
temperature within the earth continuss to increase 
as ib does near the surface—at the rate of 1 degree, 
Fahrenheit, for about every 55 feet of descent. All 
igneous rocks must bs fused et no great depth. —— 

In fact, at thia rate of increase the temperature 
at 200 miles is 28 000 degrees Fahrenheit, which is 
Professor Hosetu's estimate of the probable tem- 
perature of the sun. It is improbable, however, 
that this rate of increase is maintained for s great 
distance, and many phys cists believe that at some 
unkeown but not very great depth the increase in 
temperature ceases.  Oae of the most wonderful 
things in the study of science is the fact that the 
mysteries cf one science are sometimes completely 
or partly explained by knowledge gleaned in some 
other depsriment of study. It is thus that the 
naturalists who hav investigated the fauna and flora 
of scores of Pacific islands hav learned how far south 
Asiatic types prevail, and hav added great weight to 
the cone usions of geologists that these islands were 
once a part of the big continent north cf them. 
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How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get & friend to subscribe and 
thus save a half doller apiece. ME 

2, Get your newedealer to display it on his stand 
or in bis shop window. Be sure that he displays the 
pictures. oes, 

8. Get your newsdesler to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to take off his 
bands at the end of she week any that remain unsold. 
If he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
among your acquaintances. On your request, we 
will send you back-number semple copies free. 

5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be 
picked up—in the train, in the fectory, in the 
meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Leeve it picture.side up. : 

6 Koep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts 
and when convenient band one to a friend. nee 

7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend 
to take it. 


— . —UH 
Senp for catalog of our publications. Sent res 
on application. 


740 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 21, 189i. 


News and Notes. 


Over the vast roiling hills, amidst clouds of dust 
glittering in the evening sun—mounted on the front 
seat of tte stage, which tosses like a billow to the 
swinging trot of the horses, I arrive at Angel's 
Camp, remote enough to be the dwelling of celestial 
beinge, but full to the brim of human life—a mining 
town, where all sorts of people do congregate, and a 
picturesque panorama is unfolded. Oa this especial 
oceasion a metropolitan aspect possessed the camp 
—a kind of Bowery air—for a dog-show “took the 
ranche” and filled the town to overflowing. Tne 
dogs were numerous, and the retinue that 
accompanied them was motley. There were 
monkeys mounted on tiny ponies, and they held 
their seat with amiable dignity. The bard—a troop 
of negro minstrels—spread out in gay attire and 
made mu:ie along the crowded thoroughfare. It 
was an exhilarating turn-out—the greatest show o! 
the geason—and of course under the circumstances 
no Freethought lecture could be given. Reserved 
seats, even for babies, were seventy-five cents each. 
At this jabilant combination of dogs and minstrels 
the house was packed. I reckon the outeide show, 
however, was as good as the inside, and I saved my 
pennies and watched the procession in the open sir 
It occupied the town for one night and then 
disappeared. After this there was an opportunity 
to speak. I lectured on Tuesday and Wednesday 
evenings, Ostober 27th and 28;h. You always find 
plenty of intelligence in a mining camp. The 
deeper one digs in the earth the less superstition 
he has, I believe. There are no ghosts and no Gods 
in the lower regions, and they hav not yet reached 
hell-fire. About a year ago I was at Angel’s Camp, 
and then plunged down into the vast abysses from 
whence the gold is taken. The mines here seem to 

be almost endless. In the Uiic& mine about six 
hundred thousand tons of ore are in sight. The 
shafts are over five hundred feet beneath the 
surface. The deeper down the more gold there is 
apparently. We might almost say that the mining 
industry of California is still in its infancy. With 
greater appliances and finer skill ten times more of 
the precious metal will be extracted than heretofore. 
I guess California will remain the wonder of the 
world with its vast variety of products, its gorgeous 
flowers and many colored fruits, its tropice! 
luxuriance, its snow-capped mountains, its magnifi 
cent valleys, its enormous trees and still unbroken 
forests, its gold, silver, snd tin mines, and eight 
bundred miles of coast to greet the wealth of the 

. Orient. 

At the home of Mr. and Mra. Ohar. D. Lane there 
is always a cordial welcome for the Secular pilgrim. 
The fireside light glows here snd the hospitable 
í*ble is spread. Mr. Line is superintendent of the 
Utiea mine and has perhaps done more than any. 
body else to develop the resources of this country. 
All over this vast territory he has experienced the 
atrange and varied fortunes of a pioneer. Angel’s 
Camp is the place where Mark Twain used to locate, 
and his old “pard” still lingers among these hills. 
The scene of some of Bret Harte’s sparkling poeme 
ia here. The early romance of Oalifornia has not 
yet disappeared from these picturesque localities. 
Along the stage route I traversed are the solitary 
places where the “lonely highwayman” held uv the 
coach, leisurely opened the treasure-box, and then 
vanished among the barren hills. A rocky pyrsmid 
with stunted growth of pine, a thousand feet high, 
towers along the roadside. Tais was the old-time 
rendezvous of Joaquin, the famous bandit. He was 
secure in his isolation, for he could watch the country 
in every direction for miles around. A wonderful 
epic might be woven out of the memories that still 
hauut thie mountainous land. 

Oito Dolling, of the Augel’s Hotel, is on our list 
here. I lectured in his hall. Myron Reed, of the 
Mountain Echo, is an editor who has a mind of hie 
own among these heaven-kissing hights. I hav 
to climb about five hundred feet to reach bie 
sanctum. It is as lofty as the eagle's eyrie. The 
* mountain echo” is the voice of fresdom. 

Our old friend Robert Nagles was at the camp— 
a philosopher, an inventor, a pioneer of Utah, twenty- 
two years a miner there; over seventy years of age 
and still working away with cheerful spirit. I must 
thank Professor Woods, Otto F.etcher, and Vasco 
Matson for the beautiful music farnished at the last 
lecture. Professor Woods gave a violin solo, which 
was indeed exquisit and delightful. Ho is blind, but 
he plays the many-voiced viclin with marvelous skill. 
It sings like a bird, ripples like a brook, trembles 
with human passion, and breathes the voice of wind 
and sea. 

I was amused with the story of a Sunday- school 
scholar of this vicinity. His mother, a Liberal friend, 
told the story, and it bas the smack of truth. His 
interpretation of the Bible is very much like the 
interpretations of the theologian—anything to make 
out your case. However, the boy was honest, while 
the theologian is not. The boy was taught the 
Golden Rale, with what impression the following 
declares. He had a quarrel with another boy, and 


knocked him down and licked him. His mother ad- 
monished him, said it was wrong. ' Why," answered 
the youth with perfect sincerity, they teach me the 
Golden Rale at Sunday-school, to do unto others as 
others do to you, and, by golly, I’m going to do it.” 
This boy will make a first-class B:ble commentator. 

I say good-bye to Angel’s Camp and the many 
friends here on Thursday morning. A blessed rain 
came the night before, and the roads are in fine con- 
dition, and the journey from early morn through 
sunrise among the hills to the bright and boundless 
day forward to the sparkling ocean was simply en- 
chanting. 

Boulder Oreek, among the mighty forests, is my 
next point. Iam afew hours in Santa Ciara valley, 
the handsomest valley, I think, in the world, with 
its emblazonry of soft mountain walls, gardens, or- 
chards, and vineyards making a rich tapestry upon 
the lovely plains, with the Lick Observatory shining 
afar, over which nightly the stars pass in wonderful 
procession. Iam at the Willows. I hope to carry 
on the campaign at San Joré when I return from 
Southern California, 

Lalways lke to come to Boulder Creek, rain or 
shine. It is raining this time. I believe it always 
cains when I come to Boulder Creek. I wonder if 
the dynamite of Freethought makes it rain? I won- 
der if an Infidel lecture creates a disturbance in the 
atmosphere and brings down Pluvius Jupiter? As 
any rate, a rain maker is a blessing in disguise and 
aurpasses all the gods. 

Boulder Oreck has been burnt down since I was 
here, and is now being built up in handsome style. 
Oa this particular Saturday night that I gave my 
lecture there was a ball in honor of the new hotel, 
and I dii not hava very large attendance. How- 
ever, I had a good attendance on Sunday afternoon 
and evening. 

Although a new church has been built, the Lib- 
erals of Boulder Oreek hold their own. The outlook 
is improving. I must thank the Seculer Uaion choir 
for their excellent music. This is a delightful aid to 
our work, and the fact that we can hav so many 
singers to voice the hope and aspiration of our hearts 
is a notable sign of the. world's advancement. Mrs. 
Msmie Brimblecom contributed a beautiful bouquet, 
which graced the table during the lectures. The 
pathway of Freethought begins to open into the 
land of song and flowers. The storm and tempest 
of corflicé verges to peace and splendor. Boulder 
Oreek, from the depth of its forest columns and its 
mountain gloom and glory, flings the forward signals 
of our noblest civilizstion. 

M. S. Palmer, of Livermore, was with us and con. 
tributed one of his entertaining recitations. Miss 
Jessie Rodgers, on Sunday evening, gave, with fine 
effet, the poem recently published in Taz TRUTR 
Sxzxzxrn—" Jehovah.” The points were skillfully ren- 
dered, and the audience applauded to the utmost. 

Again I enjoy the hospitality of W. S. Rodgers 
aud family; Dr. Allen and wife and sister, all esr- 
nest Liberals; Oharles Rodgers, who, in spite of sick. 
ness that would keep almost any man at home, attends 
the lectures; and Mrs. Walser and her children. 
Oaptain Brimblecom and family assist greatly in the 
work. O. R. Harmon is always ready to lend a hand. 
Mr. and Mrs. Michenor, and others, sre among our 
troops of friends. So with sun and eloud, miste 
upon the mountain-top and rainbow splendors there, 
with the dark green woods, with voice of leaping 
waters, the campaign rolls along. Thence, with the 
whistle of the locomotiv, we take the memory of 
gleaming watch fires and generous comradeship. 

Aud whom should I meet as I strike the valley 
below but the hermit of Ben Lomond, J. H. Ourtis, 
on his way to San Francisco? He has just hada 
stroke of good luck and improves it with a two 
vears’ subccription to Tux TaurH Szrxer, an order 
for about $20 worth of books, and $10 tor the Seculsr 
pilgrim. Tost is cheerful. Long iiv the hermit of 
Ben Lomond, the pioneer Freethinker, whose head is 
level and whose heart is in the right piace. 

Circling by the Golden Gates, sweeping along the 
glittering bay, trending into the vast San Josquin 
valley, on Wednesday, November 4:h, I reach 
Raymond, at the footbills of the Nevadas. The 
stages leave here for the Yosemite valley. There 
are immense quarries in the vicinity. Tae land is 
taken up principally for the wood, and large 
quantities are shipped. At present there is no trave) 
to the mountains. Times are herd, they say. About 
a dc zon houses are about Raymond besides the hotel 
and station. Sometimes this is a lively point, and 
fashion flatters in gay colors when the great stage- 
coaches are loaded and go thundering along the 
grade, the whip snapping in the sir. To-day it is 
quiet. Scarcely & sound is heard, except when the 
train departs in the morning and returns at evening. 
Raymond is on a side-track, twenty miles from 
Beren da, which is on the main line. It is forty miles 
from here to the Yosemite valley. 

I giv two lectures at Raymond. Not a preat 
many are out at the firat lcc u-e. The hall is fi led 
at the second lecture, not simply on account of the 


ment in some places. People will come to the darce 
and take in the lecture, and maybe they will get 
something out of the lecture to thirk of. Liberal 
lecturing is something like making hare soup. You 
must first catch your bare. S) the lecturer must 
first catch his audience. It won't do to talk to empty 
walls. We hav no “Holy Ghost" with us. We 
must depend on men and wemen—real folks, not 
spirits of the air. The dance is a good thing, and I 
hope that the lecture is equally so. Anything to 
make the world move, head or heels. 

Mayor Poole presides and the lecture and the 
dance are sand wiched with a desultory declamation by 
a nondescript individual by the name of Taylor. 
Tae main point he made was that there was a bell 
about the earth twenty miles thick, and that the 
Iufidels had better be on the lookout or they would 
catch it. Tne elements would melt with fervent 
neat. He would hav taiked all night long without 
saying anything, but the music of the violin 
interrapted hia pathetic exhortation. He was greeted 
with roars of applause. There was no need of a 
reply to his overwhelming statements. 

D Buckingham is our sturdy right-hand man at 
Rsymond. As long se he is here our fl ig will fly in 
¿nis remote corner of the world. I hke to come 
here. It is kind of delicious solitude—a hermitage. 
for the time being. The vast mountains stretch 
away, a blue Italian sky is above, a scft snd sunny 
atmosphere surrounds. It is a place for dreams—an 
escape from the tremendous cor flicts of life. Nature 
is here in wild, sweet, and mejestic acenes. The bed- 
rock of humanity is bere—no fashion, no pretense, 
no humbug, but an intense resliiy—a mingling of 
civilization with savagery that is refreshing. We are 
at least free from the polished barbarism and dam- 
nable iteration of “respectable” society. There are 
“ straight goods“ here, be it man or beast, mountain 
or sky. The universe is frankly presented. There is 
no theatric performance. I like it. It is a breath of 
eternity on this bank and shoal of time.” 

I am sorry to announce to my friends that the 
Freethought cffise in San Francisco must be per- 
manently closed. The debts are more than we can 
pay. The burden greater than I cam bear. I must 
confess that this is a most bitter disappointment. I 
hav hoped against hope. All my heart was in this 
paper. I hav devoted my energies to it for the last 
four years. It was the ambition and the joy of life. 
It was like a wound almost to death to surrender 
this splendid enterprise. There are times when we 
must giv up and let disaster trample upon us at will. 
Bat we recover, take breath, and resume the endless 
cor flict of human life. That cox flict will never cease. 
We are born to it, and must endure it, and we are 
cowards if we ever thir k to quit the battle. 

Ido not regret the enterprise. Good has been 
accomplished all along the line. He is a poor 
soldier who givs up for one or a dczen defeats. I 
don’t propose to giv up. It is simply a question 
of life and deatb. Life is worthless unless it ig 
devoted to an ides, a cause. A million’ disasters 
won't make that cause any the legs noble, any the 
less beautifu’. . 

I say to my friends, rally, rally to the support of 
Tue TaurH Srrxzs, the Investigator, the Secular 
Thought, and otner papers that still keep onr flig 
flying. With more earnestness, with more deter- 
mination, with mcre pertinacity than ever before let 
us enter into the mighty combat that has been 
raging for centuries and rages to day with the same 
supreme interests at steke. Freethought bas gone 
down, bat let its life-blood flow on in other channels. 
We are human and mortal and sometimes we are 
too weak for the forces that are arrayed against us; 
but one thing is sure, weak and human and mortal 
as we are, we can atill keep on trying ; we can fight 
to the bitter end ; we can be true to each other; we 
can help and hope in the darkest hour. I expect to 
die in the harness, and I lock forward yet to meny 
a victory for our cause, for Freethought the world 
over, Samurt P. Pornam. 

Raymond, Cal, Nav. 6 1891. 

— . —üm—ü—ͥ 

We hope that whenever a Freethinker sees an 
article in his local paper in favor of opening the 
World's Fair on Sundays he will mark it and 
send a copy to Benjamin Butterworth, secretary 


Board of Directors of World's Fair, Rand. 


McNally building, Chicago, Ill, and to John T. 


Dickinson. secretary National Commission of 
World's Fuir, at the same address, Let us make 
a vigorous and persistent fight in this matter. Our 
efforts must not slacken till the final decision is 
made, which may not be till 1893. 

_ Oto — 

We will furnish free sampie psages—pictures and 
text—nof the F'reethirkers' P:ctorial Text-Book” to 
sny friend who will distribute them where they will 
do good, and to anyone who will become a selling 
agent a liberal discount will be made. A Freethinker 
of good address, man or woman, out of work, could 


lecture, but because after the lecture there is a make good salary selling this book in any town of 
sociable and dance. This is a very good arrange- | fairly Liberal inhabitants. 
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Death cf Dr. J. R. Monroe. 
From the Ironclad Age. 


Dr. Monroe was a nativ of Monmouth county, 
Now Jersey. His father was & nativ of Burlington 
county, west Jersey. He was an educated man and 
an extensiv historical and general reader. His fa 
ther and the grandfather of the subj-ct of this 
sketch served as a soldier of the Ravolution, having 
been a soldier in the British service before the 
breaking out of the Revolutionary war. He was first 
enlisted in Maryland and by successiv enlistments 
. gerved during the war or until the storming of Stony 
Point, where he received saber wounds, breaking 
and mangling tbe shoulder, that disabled him during 
the remainder of his life. He was much in the im 
mediate command cf General’ Washington, who 
employed him in drilling new recruits. He died io 
Barlington at sn advanced sge, being entitled to 
large grants of land, which, however, by the destruc- 
tion of pspers by. fire, and the failure to properly 
prosecute, were never recovered by his heirs. 

D:. Monroe was taught to read by his mother and 
while yet a child he read the Bible through and 
aloud at ber knee, believing every word of it then, as 
he says, though we are sorry to say he rejected its 
divine origin since, and seemed to regard it ss a blun- 
dering and contradictory history of doubtful authen- 
ticity, or a “ cunningly devised fable.” In this the 
writer sees nothing to commend except the doctor’s 
boldnesa and candor and evident sincerity, which 
the writer freely concedes. While yet a mere child 
he was passionately fond of historical and poetical 
books, which pansion was encoursged by bis parente. 

In Ostober, 1838, his father came West with his 
family and brought up at Louisville. The following 
soring he came to this courte, where he died neer 
Vallonia, in the winter of 1839. His mother also 
died & few years later in Louisville. . 

In the fall of 1840 our iad, with a brother (long 
since dead) and another boy of their acqusiniance, 
“enlisted” on a flatbost at Louisville, and started 
on a “perilous voyage” over the “raging falls” for 
the far South. The voyage was most erjovsble. es 
pecially to the sukj-ct of this notice, as Mr. Fols 
bury (:ben of Aurors) the owner of the boat, had s 
splendid line of books, including Byron, Moore, and 
other postica! works, and the duties gave amp'e time 
for study. Folsbury was a splendid reader and de 
claimer, and from him our hero derived valuable 
lessons. 

The boat and cargo (hay, flour, and other produce) 
were sold at N «£ehez, and on returning to Louisville 
in the winter “our young man” found employment 
for a while about the milla there. Getting a little 
abead he purchased ard ran a furniture car, and s 
hack for some time. Both were prcfi:sble in that 
city at that periad. Before geing down the river he 
had written Will Cobbett’s Vision, or the Davi 
and Tom Paine,” one of bis earliest literary (ffort e 
(which sppeared in bis volume published last sum- 
mei), and several other poetic pieces, many of which 
appeared anonymously in the papers of that day. 

Bat prior to this he had set about to scquire s 
medical education and wss devouring the contenta of 
whatever medical bocka ha could buy or borrow. 
Leaving Louisville in 1845 be studied medicin with 
Dr. Stage and later with Dr. Wallece, cf Olark 
county, this state; and one winter and spring while 
engaged in tescting school in Salem Lis valued 
friend, D. H. D. Henderson (then in copsrtuer- 
sbip with Dr. Raed) k ndly gave bim the run of their 
office and medical books, from which he derived 
great advantage. 

In the spring of 1848 he purchased a smell farm 
of forty acres, near N-wry, in this county. He re- 
mained there in a courtry practica until April, 1850, 
when he removed to Rockford and at once stepped 
into a Incrativ practice for that day. From this on 
until the winter of 1855 he found time to write 
many stories and poems, snd to furnish correspond 
ence for our county paper. and those of New 
Albany end Madison. Ia 1850 and 1851 he pub. 
lished essays against the grand jury system which 
are pertinent and which if repubiished now would 
find twenty indorsers where they had scarcely one 
at that time. He was hot against the isms and 
follies of that day, and published much in a bur- 


lesque style which he no doubt became eshamed | 


cf. Several of his poems and stories attracted 
much attention at that time, as Dr. Monroe was s» 
zealous Whig and bis opposition to the Damocratic 
party partook of the bitterners of gal and worm- 
wood; and so in February, 1855. he started the 
Rockford Herald, with a view cf finally equelching 
that party in this county, if not in the whole country.. 
We sre glad to report that he has thus far failed to 
suppress it, and later, though he does not yet con- 
cede that it was fit to liv, he seemed to think it 
about as respectable as the Republican party. He 
always: had credit for sincerity and candor, and 
lived to gain the respect ard personal friendship of 
the leaders and ix fluential D:moorsts in this county 
(and many elsewhere) whom he bsd so often and so 
unmercifully scored snd labored to defeat; and 
finally amongst the leading Damcersts of Jackson 


county who hed often winced under his excoria- 
tions, he numbered many of his wermest friends, the 
writer of this himeelf falling in that category. 

In Jaly, 1857, the dcceior removed his paper to 
Ssymour and changed the name to the Seymour 
Zimes. In September of that year he removed with 
his family to Louisville, the better to pursue hia 
medical etudies, leaving his paper in charge of Sam- 
uel W. Holmes as editor, and Frenk Williams £8 
foreman. He gradusted with distinction in the 
yesr of 1858, in the Kentucky School of Medicin, 
then under the control of such eminent men as Pro- 
lessors Goldsmith, Bullitt, Bayless, Hardin, Cum- 
ming, and others. i 

Ia 1861 the 50 ih regiment was recruited here, 
and Dr. Monroe in its early formation (Ost. 2 1861) 
received from Governor Merton a commission as 
surgeon, it being the first commission issued to any 
zffüser in the regiment. He was mustered into the 
service of the United States by O«pt. Charles E 
Norris of the regular army, on the 221 day of Octo- 
oer, 1861. Captain Norris came here to muster in 
such recruits as had collected. The mustering 
(swearing in) was done about where Fifth street lies, 
a little west of the dwelling of Jesse Harris. L-ter 
in the winter cf that year difficulties between Dr. 
Monroe and acting-Oolonel Heffren, growing out of 
old politica! animosities, perhaps, culminated at 
Bardstown, Ky., and the doctor demanded a transfer 
to another regiment. A resigration was accepted by 
General Buell, and on the 11th day of March fol- 
‘owing he was re-commissioned as surgeon of the 
49 h regiment, and immediately joined it at Oumber- 
land Ford. 

The sickness among the soldiers of that command 
in the epring and early summer of 1862 was fright- 
fal. Dr. Monroe labored unceasingly and with 
seanty means for the relief of the brave and stricken 
boys, and was a great favorit with all. His own 
hesith finally broke down. He was attacked with 
partial paralysis, affecting mostly and rendering al- 
most useless the left arm. It was that curious kind 
of spinal trouble that givs the victim an irresistible 
inclination to turn round in attempting locomotion. 
This sffected the mind, and most cf the month of 
July and a part of Argust of that year were almost 
a blank to the dector. Bat in spite of his indisposi- 
tion he continued his Iebors among the sick in camp 
until about the 1st of July. In this condition a 
resignation was reluctantly sent in, which received 
the following response from Colonel Rey, the gallant 
commander of the regiment : 


HEADQUARTERS 415 Rear. IND. VOLS., 
CUMBERLAND Ford. KY., May 30. 1862 

De. J. H. Monror, Surgeon 49h Regt. Ind. Vols —Dvrar 
Sir: Your letter of the 29.h instant. tendering yonr resigna- 
tion of the post of surgeon of the 49.h Regt. Ind. Vols., was 
banded me yesterday. 

In compliance with your request, I hav approved the same 
and forwarded to General Carter. 

I extremely regret that your health should require such a 
course. With pleasure snd readiness you hav faithfully 
discharged the arduous duties of your cffice, and given 
entire B-tisfaction in every particular, and were it not that 
your failing health is apparent to al), I would urge you to 
recall] your l tter. Under no other circumstances and for no 
other cause than you hav assigned, would the resignation be 
aprroved and forwsrded. 

You will bear with you the consciousness that you hav 
dene your duty, and also the esteem and best wishes of the 
efflcers and men of thia regiment, who bav carefully noticed 
and approved tbe ¢fficient manner in which you hav dis. 
charged your duties to the effi cted members. of the 49 b. 

Iam, sir, traly your frierd, W. Ray. 
Colonel 49.h Regt. Ind. Vole. 


Esrly in July his indisposition increasing and his 
resignation not having been yet accepted, he was 
sent from Cumberland Gasp to the hospital in Lex. 
ington, Ky., where ke remained until his resignation 
was accepted, August 11 b, shortly sfter which he 


returned home. The Zimes was conducted by other 


perties during the doctor's absence in the army. In 
ita issue of August 21st sppeared the following, 
which throws light on the nature of his ailment : 


By the army surgeons Dr. Monroe's disease was pro 
nounced to be located in the brain and nervous system. His 
left arm bas been partially paralyzed for a lor g time, and 
the senses of hearing and taste hav been entirely destroyed 
on the left side. He has but partial control over the volun- 
tary muscles of the left side of the body. The memory and 
mental faculties generally bav suffered and a distressing 
sensation of falling forward and to the right bas been con. 
tinually prerent. To this, almost total loss of appetite and 
Des 8weats hav been accompaniments since the middle of 

ay. 

Having measurably recovered, the doctor, among 
others, was sent by Governor Morton on special! 
surgical duty to Murfreesboro on the occurrence of 
the battle of Stone River, where he labored smongst 
the wounded until the extra surgical force was no 
longer needed. He was also at Perryville on a simi. 
lsr service. 

In the winter of 1863 the doctor had another and 
a worse paralytic attack. which confined him. to the 
bed for many weeks. Daring this he sold the Sey- 
mour Zimes to Braxton Love and John R Jennings. 
But after several months, on recovering, he bought 
tbe paper back. . 

In March, 1869, having sold the Zimes and his 


farm near town, though not bis town property, Dr. 


ia Missouri, in stock-raising and farming. 
Paris, Iil., he became mud bound, and put his 
teams to farming there, intending to goon in the fall. 
But coming here on business, in compliance with & 
general desire he decided to return, and in Jaly, 1859, 
he revived the Zimes and again resumed his prac- 
tice. 


mour. 
residence he occupied at the time of his death on 
Chestnut street. i l 


Monroe set out with six teams, intending to locate 
Reaching 


Or. Monroe built several good houses in Sey- 
In 1873 he built the Jarge and handsome 


As a newspsper writer Dr. Monroe long held a 


high position. Very manv good judges regarded him 
as one of the most eff ctiv political editors in 
Indians, if not the very ablest. 


He was bitter and terribly sarcastic opon whatever 


he opposed, and while he was the bitter and im- 
placable psrtisan he alwa 
friendship of bis political opponents, especially of 
those who knew him most intimately. 


had the warm personal 


In the summer of 1875 the Doctor collected hia 


dramas and poems and published them in a hand- 
some volume. 


Dr. Monroe was among the host of self-made men 


of our country. Without means and without friends 
be acquired a good education, and amidet poverty 
and hardship he acquired a knowledge of his pro- 
fession, and we can say in trutb, that as a physi- 
cian and surgeon he had but few if any superiora 
in the state, and bad be devoted his life and energies — 
to his practice, unencumbered by any otber pur- 
suits, he would hav had a reputation er joyed by 
few of his professional brethren. As it is, he stood 


at the hend of his profession, and besides won an 


enviable position as a political writer, and his genius 
and powers as a dramatic and poetical writer were 
acknowledged and quite extensivly known. 


It is the opinion of the writer that Dr. Monroe 
was one of the remarkable men of the times. 


— 5-4 9—————————— 


Arwosr. all men are guided by the understandings 
of others, not by their own; sud may be said more 
truly to adopt, than to beget, their opinions. 
Norses, parente, pedagogs, and after them all, that 
univereal pedsgog Custom, fill the mind with notions 
which if hag no share in framing; which it receives 
as passivly ss it receives the impressions of outward 
ot jects; and which left to itself, it would never hav 
framed, perhaps, or would hav examined afterward. 
Thus prejudices are established by education, and 
habits by custom. We are taught to think what 
others think, not how to thirk for ourselvs; and 
while the memory is loaded, the underatanding re- 
mains ubexercised, in such trammels as constrain 
its motions and direct its pace, till that which waa 
artificial becomes in some sort natural, and the mind 
can go no other. It may sound oddly, but it is 
true, in many caser, to say, that if men bad learned 
less their wey to knowledge would be shorter and 
easier. It is indeed shorter and easier to proceed 
from ignorar oe to knowledge, iban from error. 
They who are in the last, must unlearn, before they 
can learn to any good purpose; and the first part of 
thia double task is pot, in many respects, the least 
difficult ; for which reason it is seldom undertaken. 
— Lord Bolingbroke. 


— . THREE 
A Double. Meaning Poem. 


[Sent by a Jersey City man to the Sun. Read the lines 
firat sa they are printed; then read them as they are num- 
bered.] 

. The pomp of courts and pride of kings 
I prize above all earthly things 

I love my country, but my king 
Above all men bis praise I'll sing 

The royal banners are displayed 

Ard may success the standard aid 

I fain would banish far from bence 
Tbe Rights of Map and Common Sense 
. Destruction to that odious name 

The plague of Princes, Thomas Paine 
Defeat and ruin seize the cause 

. Of France, her liberty, and her laws. 


— . —äñ—6ꝓ 


Specimen of Religious Reasoning. 


The Dutch were thus satirized, some hundred years ago, 
by the Spaniards : . i 

1. They rob God of bis honor; 

Because they tolerate all religions. 

2 The king of his dues; 

Because they revolted from the king of Spain, when he 
was ahout to set up an Inquisition among them. i 

8 The fish of tbeir quarters ; 

Because they hav taken in part of the sea, in making their 
town, by strong banks, piles, etc., etc. 

4 And burn up the earth before the day of judgment ; 

Because they burn much turf, peat, and clay for bricks, 
tiles, etc. 


8 
Sh f ner 


— 2 
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Mes. Marrie KRERRRL. will spend the month of December 
lecturing in Texas and the following four months in Kansas. 
Nebraska, and Iowa. Her address this month is 863 Third 
street, Portland, Oregon; after that, care of Mrs. J. W. 
Grit, 448 Bryan street, Dallas, Texas. 

—y— — . — — 

Sexo for catalog of our publiostionz. Sent fres 

on application. 
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mouth he was well known and highly respected, the 
latter town placing him sixth among fifteen success- 
fal caudidates as their representativ upon the 
school board. Mr. Brumsge is now living in Lon 
don, and helping on the work at Finsbury Park. 

Last Friday's meeting in support of the right of 
mailing Malthusian literature was a great success, 
and ought to open the eyes of the government to the 
fact that the British public cannot be jumped upon 
at plezaure. The British lion has a tail, and when it 
is trodden upon it sometimes discloses the unwelcome 
intelligence that the tail contains a sting. Dt. Drys 
dele is to be congratulated upon the quickness 
with which his Malthusians took up the inqu'si- 
torial gauntlet. 8 
- Thèosopby is still engaging the attention of our 
bigwigs. For instarce, Father Ignatius, the 
Anglican Benedictine monk, bas discovered that the 
sreat Mabatma ia none otter than our old friend 
Jesus Onrist. Mrs. Besant dercribes him as an 
[oitiate. - Maybe the Holy Ghost will settle the 
knotty point in due time. Avyhow, Mr. G. W. 
Foote has annourcad a course of three lectures on 
bis fruitful gubj-ct, to be given at the London Hali 
^f Science. You will probably like to hav the 
syllabus, so I append it: 

(1) Madam Blavatsky, the first High Priestess of Theoso- 
phy; her Career and her Writings—Mrs. Besant, the 
second High Priestess—Mabatmas: Who, What. and 
Where ?—Occultism, or Theosophie Juggling; with Paral- 
lela from History. 

(2) Bodv and Spirit—Sevenfold Man—Mysterious Num- 
hers — Pr: éxistence — R incarnation — Alleged Proc fs: 
Dreams. Bypuotiam, Genius, Infant Prodigies— Oriental 
Jareon — Pantbeism. 

(8) Kirma—The Path—Flesh aud Spirit—Asceticizm— 
Ceiibacy— Brotherhocd - General Ethical Criticism of The- 
osopby—Its Pretensions and its Value. 


. Whatever Mr. Foote has to say is good, and he 
has wonderfully added to bis reputation as a lecturer 
during the past six months. If he maintains the 
standard: these lectures ought to be especially 


Communiralions. 


English Notes. | 


Drar Teora Seexens: The opening cf che new ball 
. et Finsbury Park, a suburb cf London, was a great 
success. Mr. G. W. Foote presided, whilst on the 
platform with him were Messrs. Touz2eu Parris, 
Forder, Wheeler, Snell, Hasford, Stanley Jones, and 
George Standring; snd in the audience were Mr. 
and Mrs. Samson, Messrs. R. O. Smith, Truelove, 
Fagan, and others who are interested in the local 
Freethought movement. Better still, the hall wae 
crowded to exeesg by a most enthusiastic concourse 
of people. Oa Sunday I delivered the first lecture 
there and had & good audience. The weather wa: 
simply cruel Amang those present were Mr. and 
Mre. Samson, Mr. J. M. Wheeler, and Mr. Brumage 
of the Portsmouth school board. Asan experiment. 
a couple of recitations and some music were indulgec. 
in, with & shorter lecture than is usually given, anc 
the result was all one could bav wished. 

It is unfortunate for me that my first letter tr 
Taz TRUrR SxERER should be the means rf bringing 
my good friend and colleague, John M Robertson, 
about my ears. In his National R. former, be 
invites me fo withdraw an expression conceraing the 
Bradlaugh memorial scheme. Well, I only wish I 
cónld ; but as at present advised, I fear I must lesve 

it just where it stands «xcept thet I do not for on: 
moment suggest that John M. Robertson and some 
of his supporters are anything but excellent S«culsr 
ists. Hie weak point is an exceasiv love of 
peppery criticism (aever mind of whom or cf how 
small a poini) and I fear that this very predisposi 
tion to opposition has run away with him in thie 
matter which should hav provoked unanimity. In 
stead of “ enemies" I might hav said opponents.“ 

"fae outdoor work ia cooling down now for the 
winter, and indocr. work sbows up better. Novem 
ber’s list of the Londo. Sseubr Federation shows 
ten indoor stations at work, That ia the largest I 
ever remember for London. In addition to the Sun- 
day work, some of the ten are giving week-night 
lectures as well. Oily three. outdoor stations pro- 
pose to wrestle with the fogs and frosts of sbil 
November; and one can scarcely blame them. It is 
always hard work to talk for an hour in a London 
thoroughfare, even under the best conditions; but 
to inhale a soupy mist, with one’s fiagera too cold to 
turn over the pages of a bock, snd the audience 
trotting up avd down to keep warm, is something as 
diabolical as most lecturers want to come in contact 
wisk. Ok course there are always a few outsiders 
who are speaking as well as our own lecturers, snd 
there are also Obristians who are willing to take up 
the oudgels even in mid-winter; and so the work 
rolls on. 

Peeping through my Wood Green audience I 
caught the face of a true veteran F'reetbinker who 
may often ba seen there. Me. Truelove ia president 
of the Wood Green branch, and despite his long 
years and feeble health he does not think it beneath 
him or too much troubla to take part in our outdoor 
propaganda. 

Mr. Truelove is a Freethought publisher, great] 
honored by our English S:cularists. In his h 
manhood he was an enthusisstic follower of Rcberi 
O sen, of whom he telis many anecdotes. For nine 
years he was secretary to the John Streef Institution 
with which Thomas and R bert Oocper, Oherles 
Bradlaugb, and George Jacob Holyoake were activly 
connected. During this period Trusiove and his 
wife joined and removed to the community estab 
lished by Robert O ven at Harmony Hall, Tytherly, 
Hampshire; and they remained there uatil the ex 
periment was abandoned. The other details of his 
life would fill a biography, and so I must skip them: 
Soffios to enumerate two incidents. I: February, 
1858, Truelove was arrested, upon s warrant, for 
publishing a libel on Napoleon III. in a pamphlet 
called “ Tyrannicide.” He was put into a vile 
dungeon. and after his case had been delayed from 
April io Jaly, the government sbsndoned the prose 
cution on the defendant daclaring that he had no 
intention of inciting to assassination. The principle 
involved in the pamphlet was the righi to disouss 
the question of tyrannicide. In 1877 T-ue!^va was 
imprisoned for four months and fi ed £50 ( $250) for 
publishing R bert Dale O ven’s “ Mora: Paysiology” 
and snother work, *Iadividual, Family, and National 
Poverty.” On his release he was 6 ed at the Lon- 
don Hall of Science and presented with an 
illuminated address, and a purse, beautifully worked 
by Miss Bradlaugh, containing two hundred 
sovereigns. Mr. Truelove was eighty-two last 
O stober, and is still a more activ worker than many 
one-half bis age. May he liv a long time yet. 

A lese known man in tha perty, but one to whom 
Sscularists owe much, is Mr John Brumsge, referred 
to above. Mr. Brumage is but r. years of age 
and hee lived most cf bis time in E :elish dockyards. 
As a Freethinker he always found opportunity for 
extending our sphere of labor by exciting interest in 
our doings. At Pembroke, Woolwich, and Ports. 


not only his own ability to trust to, but also the 
learning of his friend and colleague, J: M. Wheeler, 
than whom pore of the Freethought party knows 
more about Oriental theology, unless it ba J. M, 
Robertson. Yours fraternally, Sam SmANDRING. 
London, Ost. 29 1891. l 
ee 2— — 


Our London Letter. 


Our Roman Catholic home secretary has had an- 
other cutburst of virtue, and has instituted a vrose. 
cution against a Mr. Young for sending Malthusian 


found an obsequious magistrate ready and willing to 
earry out his instructions, and impose a heavy fice 
upon the culprit. As the punishment is probably 
ilegal, the judge before whom the case will be next 
taken may reverse it, and it is evident the magistrate 
had some such spprehension, as he was extremely 
unwilling to state a case to a higher court, and 
would only do his duty in this respect on being 
threatened with a mandamus. The home secretary, 
who is as much detested by his colleagues as he is bv 
the country generally, did not foresee what a hornets’ 
nest he was stirring up, and no doubt by this time 
regrets his stupidity. Hə has never been bold 
enough to attack the Malthusian Society, but thought 
he was perfectly safe in attacking an individu ]. 
Usfortunstely for him and his party, be never does 
make a move in any direction but what he blunders. 
Toe Malthusisn Siciety and the Freethinkers who 
era in favor of its doeirins hav moved in thie 
matter, ani public subscriptions are invited and 
meeting with response, so that the necessary funds 
will be provided to fight out the matter before judges 
who hav some knowledge of law. It is certainly s 
disgrace to any country that so much money must be 
expended before a person can get anything approach- 
ing justice. Courts of first instance are generally 
presided over by magistrates who obtein the position 
solely by favoritiem, and who are barristers who know 
nothing of law, and consequently failures in their 
profession. They simply carry out the behests of 
government cflisiala and policemen, being incapable 
of examining the rights of & case. 

The bishop of Dover, who is not likely to dispar- 
age his own party more then possible, is fain to adwit 
that Sunday-echools are something very much skin 
to failure. He states that ent of one thousand con 
viets in Pentonville prison 757 bad at one time been 
Sanday- school scholars, their average time of attend. 
ance being three years. He had personally tried to 
trace one hurdred children who had passed through 
his school. He was only able to trace seventy reven, 
and of that number thirty-nine were confirmed 
drunkards, and only two were now church sttend- 
ents. Such an admission must encourage parents to 
send their chi'dren f-r such tuition. I wonder what 
the Sand«sy-tehool Uaion will hav to say to such a 
charge. Possibly they will exercise a wise discretion 
in preserving silence. l 
A godly bosrd-school teacher has just been fined 
for the third time for asseulting children under his 
charge, with a promis of imprisonment for the next 
offense. His excuse this time was that the pupil 


interesting and even valusble; for Mr. Foote bas 


pamphlets through the post. Of course, he easily. 


assaulted declined, in obedience to his father's. 
wishes, to stay after school hours and listen to a 
scripture lesson. 
in pubiic schools are vary great as thus exemplified, 
and Secularists should now vote in a body for its 
continuance. 


The benefits of scripture reading 


The Rav. Mr. Baxter, who from his oft-repeated 


false prophecies must hay some connection with 
those prophets into whom the Lord sent a lying 
spirit, has recently charged his secretary with em- 
b: zzlement, but as the counsel for the defense stated 
he was willing to go fully into the question, which 
was really Only a diffsrence in accounts, tbe prose- 
cutor at orca withdrew the charge, and cffared to 
pay the secretary's fare to Canada. It was a pity 
the case was not carried. to the end, as some intereste 
ing disclosures might’ hav been made as to the way 
“Bstholan” was financed, and what income the 
prophet made from it. 


Salvation Booth, who has offared to pay £10 000 


per annum for a site on the Thames embanzment, 
«^d arcot a building as headquarters of the value of 
£100 000, is not likely to get nis offer accepted. The 
performances now going on at Hastbourne hav not 
recommended the Army to. general favor, and as 
one of the members of the corporation of London 
seid, Booth is not the sort of man to keep any 
agreement if be thought it would advance his pur- 


pose to bresk it. It certainly looks as if some of 
his former ad nirera sre beginning to find out what 


Freethinkers hav ssid from the commencement of 


his career. The refuges that he hes opened with 
such a flaurish of trumpets to rescue the submerged 


tenth hav been shown to be complete frauds, and it 
remains to be seen whether his business bas not 


already reached the Zenith, and in a few 1 


be dead it not forgotten. 


London. . 


atio . — — 
In Re Abraham Lincoln and Spiritualism. 


To rae Eprror or Taz Truta Serger Sir: Your 

correspondent, H. Wettstein, writing from Marengo, 

Il, in his effort to stab Spiritua'ism, under the 

head Lincoln Not a Spiritualist,” starts wide 

of the truth when he declares that *'Oolonel 

Bandy conecoted the latest scheme, with the 

notorious Miss Oolburn Maynerd, to draw the 

easily gulled into the Spirituslistie fold, said 

echeme being embodied in a book recently pub- 

lished by them relating how Lincoln became converted | 
to their doctrins,” e'e. R-ference is here made to a 

work just issued, “Was Abraham Lincoln a Spiritu- 

alist?” The truth ie, Colonel Bundy was in no wise 

concerned in bringing out the work, had no interest 
in it es a business venture, and therefore con- 

cocted" no scheme to gull the public. The work was 

pre jected by Mra. Maynard, residing at White Plains, 

N Y, and while it was in preparation and she wad 

casting abouf how to publish it, being of limited 

means, the matter osme to the knowledge of Mr. 
Rufus O. Hartravft, a reputable gentleman and pub- 

lisber of Philsdelphis. He was not a Spiritualist, 

end as such did not seek an interview with Mrs. 
Maynard. Hs believed the work would be a proper 

business enterpris» to publish, and with an eye to 

business alone sought the authoress. He at once de- 

e'ded to undertake the publication, if the details 
should prove reliable, and forthwith began his inves- 
tigations. Altera thorough examination of the facts 

as related by Mrs. Maynard, aud a consultation with 

numerous parties, he wes satisfied the work was reli- 

able, and took measures to briog it out, and has done 

20, John C. Bundy having no more to do with it 

than the mar in the moon. Taese ara the facis ag to 

the publication of the work, so. different from the 
statement of H. Wettstein that I think he was mali- 

ciously false or most wofully ignorant. 

. Again, he cherscter zes the authoress as the 

* notorious Miss  Co!burn Maynard,” by this 

means apparently hoping to blacken the char- 

acter of Mrs. Maynard and create a pr+jadice 

against her in the public mind. Notorious," 

as used in this connection, is a sinuous, slimy 
epithet, evidezoa of a cowardly, dastardly spirit. 

How is Mes. Mayvard “notorioce?” If she was 

what the user of the same would hav the reader 
imply, why did he not manfully and equarely giv us 

the facta which made her notorious?’ No; this he 

did not do, for he had nothing which could in 
the least compromise her character. I became ao- 

quainted with Mrs. Maynard before her marriage, 
some twenty-five or more years ago, and was then 
impressed by her personality. She was a lady in the 

best sense of the word, and I am sure that with the 

lapse of years she has lost none of the characteristics 

of a lady. I hav not seen her for some years, but I 

hav known of ber through friends, some of whom 

saw her in Washington when giving sittings to Presi- 

dent Lineoln. She hes been an invalid fifteen years ; 

fcr three years she hes been confined to her bed 

through a rheumatio effection, suff-ring severe psios, 
excruciativg in & high degree. Aud she is noto- 
rious!’ What shall ba said of a man who will stab a 
women like Mrs. Maynard, not openly and bravely, 

but suenkingly by insinuation? I might cite any 

amount of testimony from ladies and gentlemen 
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| of repute touching the character and reputation of 
Mrs. Maynard, but it will be unnecessary ; besides, it 
- unduly lengthens this article. I will, however, note 


what the family physician says. He stated that he 
knew Mrs. Maynard and had attended her about fil. 
teen years; that she is now a hopeiess invalid, has 
been confined to her bed nearly three years, and can 
not possibly recover; that during his experience and 
contact with her. he has always found her to be an 
exemplary woman, but possessed of a peculiar organ- 
ism and sensitivness of condition, and likewise of 


some peculiar power or magnetism, which, to say the. 


least, was nüexplainsble, and that nothing within the 


science of medisin could ‘clearly explain her psychic 


condition—or briefly in commonplace words, We 
confess there is something about Mrs. Maynard thai 
we do not underatand; we, however, believe her to 
ba a thorough Obristian woman of irreproachable 
. charecter and antecedents.” E 

Appended to the letter of Mr. Wettstein is an arti- 
cle from the Ohicago News, a letter from a Washing. 
ton correspondent, attempting to impugn the verity 
of Mrs.-Maynard’s book, in an interview with Mr. 
J. G. Neolay, private secretary to President Lin- 
eoln. There is nothing positiv in what the corre- 
spondent puts into the mouth of Mr. Noolay. It is 
all I don’t kaow, I don't believe things were so—tes. 
timony utterly negativ, which would be ruled out in 
court instanter. On the other hand, there are scores 
who know the truth of the facts detailed by Mrs. May- 
nard.. Mr. Hartranfi sifted the whole matter most 
thoroughly before becoming the publisker. He knew 
the bock was absolutely true and governed himself 
accordingly. I might quote attestations by the 
sobre, but I will leave the matter in the hands of the 
public, as the book has been issued, and whoever 
wishes oan examin that and learn all tho facis, 

a i WILLIAM Foster, JR. 

—— — 
The Battle of the Giants. 
And there were giants in those days. 
. "There once existed a race of intelicotusl giants, 
and much ado was there among them aboui a cer. 
tain ‘matter called copyright. The issue had to be 
decided by a melé; open to all comers, ending with 
the approved maxim of “God show the right,” and 
to the victor belong the spoils. 

The lists presented a glorious sight. Six intel- 
lectual knights fighting in warlike array with waving 
plumes and glittering swords. The odds, however, 
appear unequal. Five are pitted sgainst one. How 
can victory be bis? Bat faith in a good cause and 
trust in his impenetrable armor of self-conceit, and 
the powers of the unconquerable club of selfish- 
ness, protect the lone champion. With desperate 

: valor charge after charge is mada on him, but deftly 
he evades being touched, and at every stroke of his 
ponderous mace a saddle is emptied or a weak spot 
‘in the opponent's armor penetrated. Four lie 
wounded unto death, and the fifth ignobly turns tail 
and flies from the lists, while the hero sends a barbed 
javelin afier him called fiokleness sud srchist. 

And the great hero is just shaking hands with 
himself on the result of the auspicious occasion, 
when lo and behold, the runaway giant returas, 
decked out in a hauberk several sizes too small for 
him and a Spencerian plume stuck awry on bis 
easque, brazenly trying to offer battle again by per- 
sonating another fellow. Bat the lone giant hastily 
puts upa parallel column, grabs a Webster's dictionary 
and an encyclopedia lying loose in the lists, and 


smites him sore, very sore, with all tho big words 


therein contained. Aud he said unto him, Go 
home, thou &ucker, and take a nap" And he hied 
him home, and has been napping ever since. 

And the great intellestual giant shakes hands 
again with himself and muchly congratulates himself 
on his aucceasful defense of human rights, in re eopy- 
right, by his single arm laying out five guch giants, 
with no other help than Tak kak in the far rear. 

Aud the great intellectual conqueror sste himself 
in his armohsir, and he trausisted a bock of unpreo: 
dented, dulness, written by a theological numskuil 
in an unpronounceable language, and he had this 


translation dubbed immoral and forbidden in the 


mails, and he sold it by express to suckers, and took 
a copyright on it, and groweth exceedingly sleek and 
fat and rich in filthy luere. x l=? 

Another champion appears in the arena. He is 
not fierce-looking and humbly challenges the lone 
giant on the ground that a true kuight-errant’s 
deeds should corform to his professed utterances. It 
is rather a tight squeeze for the victor, but as evar 
he rises equal to the occasion. Stooping down from 
his saddle, he picka up a rock labeled moralist, and 
hurls it with unprecsdented force agsinst the skull 
of the new-comer.. And he tells him with a mighty 
frown that he wants no meddling in his private 
affairs, demanding a handsome apology on the 
ground that being an Egoist, such insinuations savor 
«f ‘insult and personslity, which the rules of the 
„BtB forbid. Aud the moralist champion vacuates 
the lists, rubbing the spot where the boulder hit 
him, his physiognomy indicating that if not con- 
sidering himself vanquished, yet he feels considerably 
bulldozed. — A 


One more comes near to try his luck. He was 
arrayed in a rather haphazard kind of mitigated suit 
of mail, fabricated piecemeal out of several devices 


of plans for self-preservation, the whole offering 8 


rather woebegone and weatherbeaten appearance. 
And the lone champion took up a sledgehammer 
called “unmitigated humbug,” and laid him out 
before he had time to protest against the use of 
personalities or anything else. 

Aud nobody else being around, the victor 
pumphandled the air and once more congratulated 
himself, Egoism being too far out west £o do it 
in time. f 

Knights errant must est, however, like other folks. 
This seemed to ba particularly the case. with the 
morslist champion we formerly mentioned. Nature 
had fitted him with a great capacity as a feeder, and 
blessed him moreover with a family thet wanted 
supporting in a knightly manner. With his utmost 
efforts in the sham-battle line, it was impossible to 
prevent his exchequer from running low. Therefore 
he bethought himself of his former antagonist, the 
lonely champion of human liberty in re copyright, 
and resolved to become as sleek and well rounded a 
champion of the rights of men, regardless of conse- 
quences, : 

He therefore had him made a large silken banner, 
on which was embroidered in gilt letters the word 
* Expedieney." And he hung it prominent above all 


the other banners that girdle the avenue leading to |- 


his. castles gate. And there were twenty-six of 
them, and they read somewhat as follows: A vacant 
land holder is a woman-st&rver and an orphan- robber. 
T demand the repeal of all laws for collecting debts, 
Free speech, free press, free trade, free land, free 
money. and, Anthony Smutbag consenting, free love 
also. There is no God! Government is a humbug !! 
elc. In all, twenty-six well counted. 

And on the gate he had affixed a beautiful shingle, 
which read as follows: 

`. Ree Moses Turn his coat. 
Anarchist, Ezotist, and Atheist! 
Profession, lawyer. 
f Collections a specialty. 
Tax-titles bought and sold for a reasonable profit. 

Divorces procured without publicity. 

Aud he diligently applied himself to the law and 
waxed exceedingly fat and sleek. And he betook 
himself to his former antagonist in re copyright 
and spoke to him thusly: See, I was wrong and 
ignorant, and knew pot the ways of the world. I 
wanted to reform. Now, I followed thy example 
and prospered fairly in the goods of this world, and 
laid hold of many chattels. I pray thee forgiv me 
mv rashness in figuring as & moralist champion, and 
believe me I will henceforward travel the straight 


pathway of selfishness and take all the benefits that 
‘can be gathered there.” 


And the lone champion zu re copyright playfully 


patted his back and grinningly said: Well done, 


my son, I now dub thee Anarchistic knight-errant in 
earnest. As a true Egoist, ba always true to thy 
gelf. In token of my implicit faith in thy capabilities, 
I will from now on intrust to thy care the legal 
defense of my copyright against all persons whom- 
soever, who might hav the unspeakable stupidity to 
infringe on my edition of the Schweitzer Tomato. 
Bless thyself, my son, and the world will bless thee.” 

Aud ever since perce has reigned among the 
Anarchistic defenders of human liberty, also harmony 
and brotherly love. i 

And they &re growing more and more Ohadbandly 
in demesnor and pot-bellied in stature, and they 
increased their submundane possessions exceedinely 
under the noble shadow of the broad banner of Ex- 
pedienoy. : De Lespinassz, 


— 2 
The Effect of Opening the Art Museum on 
Sundays. 

Before the Sunday opening of the Metropolitan 
Museum, says the Sun, the srt gallery was the resort 
of hysterical enthusiaste. There were, of course, 
thousands of visitors who wandered about in a nat- 
ural way, scores of artists and art-lovers with keen 
appreciation; but the visits of these were made 


.weary by the men and women of the hysterical 


school, who were original only in their sensational 
sdjastivs. "This sort of thing still goes on, but of a 
Sunday a new kind of art critic is now admitted. He 
is always amusing, and at times instructiv. This 
eritie is the people. 

Some time ago a paragraph appeared in the Sun 
which set forth that in the streets of Tokio it was no 
uncommon sight to see a crowd of Japanese day- 
laborers at a window admiring a bit of exquisitly 
decorated pottery. It was not surprising when s 
museum employee said that the Chinese and Japan- 
ese were among the most persistent attendants at 
ihe museum, and tbat they seemed to hav consid- 
erable taste and to get a good desl of enjoyment. 
But the Ohinese and Japanese do not come on 
Sundsys. They prefer the wesk-days, when the 
erowda are not so large. 

The Sunday crowd, if it can be judged from the peo- 
ple who went last Sunday, is & curious conglomerate 
of poor Americans and foreigners, with here and there 
people who show in dress and langusge that they 


hav had superior surroundings and education.. The 
Sunday opening seems to be accomplishing just 
what it was designed for. It opens the museum to 
those who cannot come on other days. and who enjoy 
and can appreciate paintings, statuary, and antiqui- . 
ties. To some it seems impossible that a man or 
woman who has little of the learning. of books- 
should really care for ari, Vet classical music will 
nowhere in this city ge: such applause as from 
Tompkins square's rough looking crowd. 

Last Sunday about five thousand people, at least 
four thousand of whom showed in face and drags an 
intimate knowledge of the fierce struggles of life, 
visited the museum between 2: o’clock and 6 and 
seemed to enjoy themselvs about as genuinly as if 
they had several generations of culture back of them. 
They did not admire everything in the museum. 
They did not hav any. tumultuous .soul-heavings.. 
They did not compare different schools. In fact, they 
did no‘ do much talking of any kind. They looked 
until they got tired, then they sat down and rested, 
and in sitting down esch chose a place where some 
pieture that pleaged him well could be seen. "There 
was a uniformed gentleman who moved about in this 
crowd almost on tiptoe and with his nose in the air. 
One would hav thought he was picking his way 
through a sewer. The writer joined him to learn 
about this delicacy of step and nostril, 

A good crowd here to-day ?" 

“Plenty. of em,“ said the uniformed 
“ but—beastly, simply beastly.” 

„What's the matter ?” 

“They think it's a dime museum. They look upon 
everything as freaks. You ought to see’em down : 
at the mummies. They take on like it was a circus.” 

Where's the harm? They're enjoying them 
selva,” 

The uniformed gentleman lifted his nose ! 

“This is a place where people come for art. 
These don't know nothin’ about art.“ 

Nobody paid any attention to him, however, and 
the queer and sometimes striking art criticisms went 
on as before. It was pretty bad down by the. 
mummy cases for a sensitiv person, but funny at 
times for one of another sort. Early in the after- 
noon & party from Hester street or thereabout waa 
near the entrance. They seemed to feel shabby, and 
put on an air of impudence to hide their feelings. 
There was a girl with hands in the pockets of her 
jacket and a general air of complacency. “Oh, Jim! 
come here once! Juss look at the body done up in 
cheese. cloth, and Jim and all the rest came. They 
looked in scornful amazement at such à poor show- 
ing for a corpse, and Jim said he guessed the body 
had been dead à good while. With this no one 
seemed to disagree. One of the girls saw the gal- 
lery for statuary afar off and steered the party away 
from it. After they had got well past, she and two 
other girls turned back. They were giggling a little 
and whispering, and looked about to see if anybody 
was watching. They walked through and back and 
through and back agein, locking neither to the right 
nor the left. One of them caught sight of Power's 
Greek S'ave and nudged the two others. They nar- 
rowed their we!k until it was a sort of circle around 
this. Their faces got very red, but their curiosity 
was too great. They passed and repassed until the 
appearance of the beautiful statue was firmly fixed 
in their minde. As they passed in £o join the others, 
one said : 

“Gee, Jen, sin’t rhe purty?” 

“Out o sight. None o’ the girls is in it wid her.“. 

The statuary hall was not popular, and the nuder 
pictures seemed to be avoided to a great extent. 
The lower east side has too practical notions of the 
utility of the human form divine. And in this the 
lower east side joins hands with the good Indies of 
Philadelphia. 

The picture galleries were crowded the afternoon 
through, and here the Sunday crowd stood the test 
very well. "True, one man mistook Columbus before 
Isabella for Mr. Edwin Booth. .“ Here's Booth,” 
said he, “and he’s a playin’ the part of Columbus. 
He is the discoverer of the United States. and that's 
why they are going to hav the Fair out West." 

Everybody recognized George Washington, and 
Stuart’s picture always had a group in front of it. 
Oae woman in rusty black, with her hair neatly 
drawn to x knot under a little black bonnet, edged — 
her way in with: “What yer lookin’ at?” “Q. 
Wash,” said the wit of the crowd. The woman in 
black looked awhile and then said, “He must s 
been drinkin’ heavy when he had that took,” which 
is a most natural remark, considering the very pink 
complexion in the picture. E ] ; 

All things considered, the Sunday crowd was just 
as appreciativ ss any other crowd, and the hysterical 
element was left out. The artists whose work was 
under inspection would hav been well content. 
There were many appreciativ remarks, some so keen 
that the appearance of the critic made bis criticism 
seem wonderfel. As for those who looked upon the 
whole thing as & show, they pointed the moral of 
the ery raised for the Sunday opening. When they 
shall hav come again and again, they will learn what 
the pictures and-statuary mean. Bye TES 


gentleman ; - 
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Wz are deeply indebted to the following persons 
for sending us from one to eighteen new subscribers 
each: A. J. Florey, E 1. Stein, S. P. Patnam, C. W. 
Goff, A. Lawis, S. M. Hall, C. B. Reynolds, J. Mar- 
tin, J. Thompson, M. Kilborn, John A. Jost, B. 
Greenwood, J. R ce, and R. Gunther. Waile we 
are writing of this we want to say that we needs 
great many more new subscribers. Oar list should 
be doubled this winter. Aud we want to say, too, 
that we are greatly in need of the amounts due op 
subscription and will be thankfal for the prompt 
payment of them. Our dependence for payment 
of bills is upon our subscribers and unless we get 
the money promptly our creditors hay to wait— 
and they don’t like to do that. 

— . ——————— 

Tux Bible Picture Book, we take pleasure in gay. 
ing, is now under way, and will be issued as soon 
this fall as the work can be done and done well. 
The price will ba $1, and it will contain a great deal 
for that amount. In renewing for Taz TRUTH SREK ER 
we hope our readers will not forget to inclose the 
dollar for it. 


— . — 4 


To the Friends and Subseribers of Freethought. 


I sincerely hope that all who hav supported Free- 
thought in the past will aid the work to which it has 
been devoted by becoming subscribers to Tun Trura 
Szzxzr. TRI Truru Sesxee will carry on the work, 
but it needs your ecoperation. It is a means by 
which I can reach you and push on the Pacific coast 
labors. Especially I ask those in arrears to pay 
what is now due to Tux Truru Szzxxn and place 
their names upon its list as cordial supporters for 
the future. Sanuk. P. Purnam 

— 2 —— tũ—ᷓ—2— 
A Sectarian Victory. 

Judge Zine of the United States Court in the 

Utah district bas decided that the tithing office, the 

. gardo house, the historians’ cffice, the church farm, 
and a half interest in valuable coal lande, preperty of 
the late corporation of the Ohurch of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, escheated to the Uaited States. 
In reviewing these cases the court said they came 
under the Jaws of Congress approved March 3, 1887, 
whieh prescribe that it shall be the duty of the 
attorney-general to proceed with such steps as are 
necessary to seize any and all property of the Mor- 
mon church in violation of the law of 1862, which 
declares that it shall not be lawful for the church 
to hold property in excess of $50,000. 

Thua is partly consummated the scheme of the 
popular Christian sects, using the United States 
government to break up an unpopular Christian 
sect. It is a precedent that they may some time be 
sorry to hay established. 

The United States has no more business to inter- 


fere with the Mormon church than it bas to go into 
partnership with the Protestant and Catholic | children honor their father's memory by continuing 


churches in educating the Indians. the woe he 80 eriestiy vagin as ably eondaeted. 


The Catholic chureh owns in Utah more than fifty 
thousand dollars’ worth of property, but she is 
allowed to hold it and evade the law, while the 
United States officials go clear to San Francisco to 
seize cash which they think belongs to the 
Mormon church. Why is not the Jaw enforced 
impartially? Why are Oatholic bishops allowed to 
hold for their church ten times more property than 
the limit of the law? 

The answer is very plain. The Obristians want 
to break up the Mormon religion because it is s 
practical application of their own religion — a» 


olub for the scoffers. Obristians, having outgrow: 
Ohrietianity, desire to destroy the evidences of their 
guilt. 
ee 
Dr. J. R. Monroe is Dead. 

On another page will be found & sketch, by an old 
friend of the deceased, of Dr. J. P. Monroe, knows 
to all the Liberals of the country as the stanch ad. 
vocate of Atheism and the editor of the Zronclad 
Age. In his paper of the 14:h his son tells the 
story of his death, which, it seems, was not unex. 
pected. The son says: 

“Dr. Monroe died in a perfect consistency with 
the Materialistio views he had so long and ably ad- 
vocated, and no life-prineiples were ever more entirely 
and heroically maintained, even to the very depths 
of the dark river of death. 

“Dr. Monroe’s summons to go was not unlocked 
for, although it came suddenly and with no warning. 
He had for ten years been in a state of health far 
more serious than he would consent should be known, 
saying that extended or frequent parading of his ills 
might be construed by some to mean that he was 
aiming to pose as a martyr to the cause of Infidelity, 
for fame or gain. 

“He was engaged in reading proof when death’s 
bolt came, having only a few moments before passed 
from the breakfast room, where he had partaken of s 
very scant meal—a few spoonsful of soup and c:ffae. 

“He was reclining on a sof , the members of the 
family passing in and out of the room as usual 
Suddenly he made a cry for a younger daughter, 
who with other members of the family rushed at 
once to his aid. 

* He was found on the floor, his arms and body 
resting on the sofa. The supposition is that he had 
attempted to rise for soma purpose, when the heart, 
thus suddenly overwhelmed, failed, and he sank down 
to the floor, dying almost instantly. 

* Many will miss Dector Monroe. He was in the 
highest sense one of nature’s purest types of exalted 
manhood. His leading characteristics were benevo- 
lence, charity, and indspendence of spirit. If at 
times he appeared dogmatic and self-opinionated, i: 
was for the reason that his excessiv zeal in his oppo 
sition to priestoraft brooked no doubtful expression 
or the occupancy of any middle ground in dealing 
with or discussing superstition. He was wholly and 
thoroughly emphatic. He went at once to the root of 
things. While others may, he failed, to discern a 
difference in isms. He was an Infidel, pure and un 
defiled. 

* As a writer our readers will bear witness that he 
combined a withering sarcasm with a romping. 
buoyant humor, which overcame and routed opposi 
tion argument, while the opposition advocates were 
pleased rather than pained. 

“As a husband, he was tender and true, and affo 
tionste beyond measure. As a falher he was kind, 
loving and indulgent. 

“The burial was under the direction of the 
George H. Thomas post, G. A. R., of this city, 
minus the Ohristian ritualistic exercises, which were 
kindly omitted at the request of members of the 
family. To this order Dr. Monroe was very much at- 
tached. In early life he was ao O id Fellow, but he 
had evoluted away beyond and above that twenty-five 
years and more ago, and at the time of his death be- 
longed to no order save tbe G. A. R. and the North 
American Confederation of Atheists, of which order 
be was the first president if not the founder, and 
which had his warmest support and solicitude.” 

So passes away another of the leaders of our 
band. Dr. Monroe was peculiar, but he was honest 
and stanch for Freethought, and his death leaves 


another gsp in the ranks hard to fill. 


application they themselvs dare not make—and is 2 


May his 


The Anares of the (ore pon deat, 
A Philadelphia correspondent of a Pittsburgh pa- 


per is endeavoring to scare people by crying Athe- 
ism, Nibilism, Anarchy, and so forth, and claiming to 
find some mysterious powder (which the police 
handle gingerly) in the possession of a few poor 
Jews of Philadelphia. 
mous circular” which they distribute, and seen some 
mottoes printed on red paper, and he thinks he has 


He has found a blasphe- 


discovered a mare'a nest. 

But Freethinkers need not be frightened at this 
attempt to maka Atheism responsible for Nihilism. 
In the first place, most of the stuff written by these 
sensational correspondents is lies pure and simple. 
The basis of fact is that there are two sorts of Ras- 
sian and Polish Jews—the orthodox and the radical. 
Whenever the latter attempt to meet, the orthodox 
fellows lie to the police about them, and as the police 
sannot read the mottoes and circulars, aud as they 
like to break up “Anarchist” meetings, they become 
willing tools of the orthodox Jaws and commit acts 
of tyranny which really ought to land them in state 
prison. Then the sensational correspondent gets 
hold of the news, and the people ara told how bad 
the radical Jaws are, how good the orthodox ones 
are, and how heroic and shrewd and lynx-eyed the 
police are. It is all rot. 

A sample of the chargas usually brought against 
these radical Jews is given as translations of the 
mottoes found in ths hall and of the circular dis- 
tributed by the Pailadelphia “Nihilists.” Here 
they are: l 

*t There is no God; only the ignorant believe there is.” 

„The people should govern themselvs.“ 

“Threes hours a day is enough to work.” 

„The capitalists suck our life-blood. We hav the remedy 
in our hands.” 

** The waole world is our country.” 

„We want no government, to be slaves.” 

To a reasonable man there is nothing revolution- 
ary about those, but the correspondant fiada the 
language inadequate to express his horror of sush 
inflammatory words, There were two other mottoss 
printed in E aglish : 

„The whole world is our country; the good of the human 
family our religion.” 

** God ig the imaginary creation of the fanatic to frighten ` 
the weak.” 

The first is an admirable santiman) from Taomas 
Paine. The second is more trae than horrible. The 


circular is alleged to say: 


** Pigheads only believe in the existence of a God. n 

** We die and that ends the sting.” 

„Where is the heaven of waich the believers prate?” 

„Everything has a beginniag. Waat omnipotent being 
existed before God in order to create God, and who created 
the Omnipotent power that created God?“ 

The i inaccuracy of the statement of this Material- 
istio position is probably due to the ignorance of the 
correspondent. Bat there is nothing particularly 
bloodthiraty about the circalar, and the breaking up 
by policemen of meetings in which such doctring are 
taught is an outrage which should be saverely con- 
demned and resisted in the courts. As for “ mys- 
terious powders,” undoubtedly they exist in the 
imagination of tha writers of the reports oniy, 

— . ⏑[— t äͤ— 


The Anarchists of the City of Chicago, 

Oa the evening of the 12:b instant one hundred 
policemen in Chicago, not drunk nor on an irre- 
sponsible expedition, bus under the leaderstip of 
their superior offiser, laspestor Lyman, marched 
down upon s meeting of men they called Auarchiste, . 
“A crashing of glass and the bursting in of the 
street door, followed by the heavy iramp of the 
police as they rashed in, was the first intimation the 


Anarchists had that the meeting was to bs broken 
up. Every poliseman grasped his club in his left 
hand, and his right haad was buried in the breast 
of his greateoat with a firm clutch on his revolver.” 


The polica had no warrants, they did not allege 


that the “Anarchists” had done anything; they 
simply went down there to “stamp the Anarchists 
out.“ 
affair up to the great glory of the police, and found 
reasons for the raid. These reasons were that “ red 
bunting hung from the walls,” which was dragged 
down by the police and carried to the station house 


But of course the correspondents wrote the 
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What was the tea pitched overboard for? Was 
King George justified in shooting the colonists? 
Was the Daclaration of Indevendence true July 4 
1776, but not true July 4, 1891? Or did the signers 
sign a lie? 


ss a trophy. “Ina dark closet was found a trunk, 
and upon opening it two silk banners of a fiery red hue 
were discovered. Oa one was inscribed ‘In union 
there is strength, and on the other ‘Our martyrs.’” 
These were also taken to the police station, as was 
a man who wore “a flaming red necktie.” 

These are the crimes committed by the Anarch- 
ists —possession of red bunting, red neckties, red 
banners, one of which it was afterward discovered 
belonged to an organization of hod carriers, and an 
inclination to meet and talk. The correspondents 
add that “the police, it is said, are in possession of 
information of a most startling character as to the 
plans of the reds." Oonsidering the character of. 
the police of Chicago it is perfectly safe to say that 
this is u lie, but it works with the Chicago public, 
88 any outcry against the Aamrchists is believed 
blindly and unreasoningly. The public even now 
dogs not stop to think that the cry is senseless, that 
the Anarchists whom they hanged wera the victims 
of rascally policemen, who hav sincs been proved 
liars, gamblers, and in league with thieves, and that 
. the Anarchist cry is the resort of the police to call 
attention to themeelvs, or to cover up their rhis- 
deeds in some other direction. 

However, this outrageous raid has. proved a little 
too much for what the Avarchists call the capitalistic 
press, especially as it turns out that the people 
arrested were not Auarchists at all, but stockholders 
and editors of a German Socialistic paper who were 
holding a meeting. The newspapers denounce the 
action of the police, and ex Mayor Harrison in an 
editorial in the Zimes said: The people wish order 
maintained and the law preserved, but they are not 
willing to see violated the very charter of our rights 
to enable ambitious blue-coats to show their prowess. 
Chief MeOlanghey is quoted as saying that New 
York has sent Weisemann here to hurt the reputation 
of Chicago. If so, New York has found in the 
chief of police a willing tool to help the Avarchist.” 

The Herald, referring to Inspector Hubbard’s 
order compelling Anarchists to hoist the American 
flag at a meeting November 11th in memory of the 
Anarchists hanged because of the Haymarket riot, 
says: The duty to be performed was to arrest any 

speaker who promulgated treason against the com. 

monwealth of Illinois, to hav competent and truthful 
witnesses to testify to his illegal words; to take him 
to the station aud hand him over to the courts 
Instead of doing this simple duty, Mr. Hubbard 
ordered the president of the meeting to put an 

American flag on the platform. He had exactly as 
much legal right to order him to read the 
Constitution of the U sited States to the meeting, or 
the constitution of Illinois, or the statutes on any 
subject, or the laws and ordinances of the city of 
Chicago, or the Bible, or the spelling-book. Had 
the chairman ejected Hubbard, had riot and 
massacre eneued, Hubbard would bav. been responsi- 
ble. One Haymarket is enough.” 

The Anarchists of the city of Ohicago, it seems, 
are the police, not the “reds.” . 

—— . —Uä——ũä— — 
What Did the Signers Sign! 

The New York Sun, whose editor believes in 
“God” and pretends to be guided by the immortal 
price'ples of the philosopher J ffsrson, says: 

** The doctrins of the Anarchists, so far as they hav been 
consistently formulated, certainly contemplate the complete 
destruction of the existing order of things, the overthrow of 
' the customs and institutions that to most people seem 
essential to society, and, indeed, to any orderly life what- 
ever. In self. preservation it may seem, then, that society is 
justified in treating the teachers and promoters of such anti- 
social doctrins as the enemies of society they actually are 
by prohibiting their assemblages in public, and raiding 
their private meetings, 88 was done the other day in 
Chicago.” 

If the editor really believes the latter sentiments 
of the foregoing to be truth, will he kindly explaiu 
what he thinks Thomas Jefferson meant when he 
wrote: 

** We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal; that they are endowed by their creator with 
certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights, 
governments are instituted among men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed ; that whenever 
avy form of government becomes destructiv of these ends, it: 
is the right of the pe^ple to alter or to abolish it, and to 
institute a new government, Jaying its foundations on such 
principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to 
them shall seem most His to effect their safety and 
happiness." 


— . €——————— 
A Want. l 

The Columbus Olub, a Catholic organization in 
Chicago, is now demanding the dismissal of Sscre- 
tary Butterworth from the executiv department 
of the World’s Fair because in response to a toast 
at a banquet of another club, iu giving his impres- 
sions of the various states of Europe which he 
recently visited, ‘he said this of the expense the 
Italians sre under: 

** What the church leaves the army takes. If Iowned Italy 
I'd hold an auction asd invite all America, and I'd sell ten 
thousand crucifixes and ten thousand madonnas, and one 
thousand churches, and I'd establish schools in their stead. 
The power of the wesk old man—I speak it as reverently as 
I éan—is waning.” 


By the. “ waak old man" the Catholies say that 
Mr. Butterworth meant the pope—which he proba- 
bly did. .And now they want him to climb right 
down and out of the offise ‘he holds in the Fair 
directory. The Catholics sre getting so they don’t 


want much. 
— ——— — 


Editorial Notes. 


Tue Liberals of Aspen. Col., are preparing to celebrate 
the birthday of Thomas Paine. 


We wish every one of our subscribers would think of 
some Liberal friend who ought to but does not take THE 
Trura SEEKER, and then write to him or her about it. We 
need to double our list. 


COLONEL INGERSOLL gave his lecture on Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,“ in Chicago on the 7th- instant. 
Although the Auditorium, in which he spoke, seats nearly 
six thousand persons, many were turned away, we are told, 
unable to gain admission. Our correspondent adds: It 
seems a pity we hav not a hall large enough to accommodate 
those who wish to hear him." Does anyone recollect of 
seeing any complaint of tha: kind in behalf of any minister 
of the gospel now on top:of the earth? : 


4 


Secular Thought says of the late Congress of the American 
Secular Union: The convention seems to hav been of a 
very depressing character, the dispute as to the policy the 
Union should pursue, which has been waged ever since the 
last convention, having shown no signs of being ended, and 
leading to & good deal of personal bitterness and recrimina- 
tion. We should be glad to hope that under the newly- 
elected cfficers, the executiv will set itself seriously to work 
to heal the breach and forward the great object of the 
Union, though the report upon which we are relying would 
seem hardly sufficient to justify such an optimistic view.” 


Tux attention of the real friends of Ireland is called to 
this dispatch from London last week: United Ireland. of 
Dublin, to-day publishes an article couched in peculiarly 
strong language in regard to what it terms the clerical influ. 
ence exerted in Cork against the Parnel'ite candidate for the 
seat in tbe House of Commons held by the late Mr Parnell. 
United Ireland appeals to sturdy Irishmen to steel their 
hearts to the task of fighting the priesthood. While they 
submit to. priest and bishop, the paper declares, they will 
never be able to follow the dictates of their own political 
consciences, and the liberty of the land, so long desired, 
will never be gained" This is what THE TRUTH SEEKER 
told the Irishmen years 820. 


TRR Sioux City Journal of October 17th publishes the 
followirg prayer, and attributes it to a clergyman of Q iincy, 
III.: O. Lord, we pray that the excursion train going east 
on the Hannibal and St., Joseph railroad this morning may 
not run off the track and kill any church-members that may 
be on board. Church-members on Sunday excursions are 
not in condition to die; and in addition to this it is embar- 
rassing to a minister to officiate at the funeral of a member 
of the church who has been killed on a Sanday excursion. 
Keep the train on the track and preserve it from any 
calamity, that all church-members among the excursioniste 
may hav opportunity for reneotance, that their sins may be 
forgiven. We ask it for Christ's sake. Amen.” This is 
evidently, as Artemus Ward would say, writ sarkastic. 
But it is nevertheless a stirring sermon against hypocrisy. 


TRE Young People’s Society of Christian E :deavor” 
recently held á convention io Peoria, III., and one of the 
speakers was the Rev: Mr. Hunter, of Indianapolis. His 
sermon was a denunciation of Chicago and the World's 
Fair management. He said that if it was decided to open 
the Fair on Sunday he woutd lead an army to Chicago and 
pitch it bodily into Lake Michigan. -Then he proposed that 
Illinois and Indiana secede from the Unton and march their 
cohorts to the capital, seize the government, and execute the 
members of the national Fair commission. Mr. Hunter 
went on to tell the astonished young people how to close the 
Fair Sundays. He laid out a campaign for them by which 
they were to make life àa hidedus nightmare for everyone 
prominently connected with the Fair, and then demanded 
that the society pledge itself to carry out his plans. A com- 
mittee proposed a resolution indorsing the closing movement, 
but the young folks were very quiet, and though they let it 
go through, the society did not pledge itself to pitch 


Chicago into the lake, secede from the nation, or massacre 
anybody. Tne Rav. Mr. Hunter seems to be an amiable 
sort of person, but too conservativ for this age. He ough 
to hav been a co-worker with John Cilvin, when his tien 
could hav had more scope. i 


Tux Oregon State Secular Union has some ö work 
cut out for it by the bigots of Portland. A dispatch to the 
Seattle Telegraph relates that a committee of citizens and 
clergy, headed by Archbishop W. H. Gross of the Catholic 
church, appeared in a body before the city council on the’ 
4:h instant and formally demanded the enforcement of the 
state laws requiring the closing of stores on Sunday. They 
presented a petition signed by two thousand legal voters, 
among them some of the most prominent business men of 
the city. Archbishop Gross made an address to the council 
to the effect that the stability of the government of the state 
depends upon the piety and virtue of its inhabitants, there- 
fore Sunday should be observed. The petition was referred. 
The movement, says the correspondent, is strongly backed 
and there is strong probability that it will succeed, though 
the Sunday laws hav not b-en enforced in Portland for many 
years. At the annual convention of the Union held in Port. 
land last month it was voted to raise five hundred dollars for 
Liberal work for the ensuing year and nearly two hundred 
dollars were pledged. A portion of this money could not 
be better expended than in bringing to naught this move- 
ment of the fanatics. 


— — | 

MR. E J. BowTELL, who will be remembered by TRUTH 
SELKER readers as formerly a freq ient correspondent, and 
writer of some interesting experiences of his life in a Trappist 
monastery, sends this note from Greenfield, Massachusetts, 
to the Banner of Light: ** On Sunday, the 8:h instant, I 
bad the pleasure of making my firat appearance in New 
England as a Spiritualist lecturer. Oa that occasion I 
addressed tbe society here in Uaion Hall. Oa Tuesday, 
10:h, at a special meeting called for the purpose, I related 
my experiences in the Trappist order of Roman Catholic 
monks. Oa Sunday, the 15:h, I am engaged to speak for 
the society again.” The editor of the Banner of Light adds: 
We understand that Mr. Bowtell ia a recent; convert to 
Spiritualism. from a Materialistic belief. and that he has 
already done good work as a speaker at Elmira and Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y. We trust the friends will keep him busy in 
his new field of labor.” Mr. Bowtell is an Eaglishman, 
formerly a member of the National Secular Society, and an 
editorial writer on the London Freethinker when Mr. Foote 
was in Holloway jail for blasphemy. While residing in this 
country he has been employed at his profession of actor, but 
has occasionally lectured upon Freethought and literary 
topics. We shall be glad to hear from him now that he has 
found additional light to guide his footsteps. 


Tae Methodist Ohristian Adv inte is a little alarmad at 
the prospect of an open World’s Fair on Sundays. Doctor 
Buckley is evidently afraid that the devil will win, for he 
wails: If the Sabbath is to be preserved from desecration 
under the authority of the government, and the world is not 
to be advertised that the American Sunday has given place 
to a European Continental Sunday, much more interest 
must be aroused and energy. exerted. Local, political, and 
financial interests are combining in favor of opening the 
Fair, and the politicians know that Christians seldom bolt 
when trodden upon, and sinners are sure to doit. Every 
minister, Protestant and Catholic, and every lover of the 
Sabbath even from a patriotic point of view, should arouse 
himself and all whom he can reach. Chicago Christians 
should be a unit. Ohristian exhibitors likely to occupy 
large space should address personal letters to the members 
of the Exposition” We urge the Liberals to be persistent 
in writing to their state commissinners—a list of whom was 
given in Tas Teura BSzzEz& of October 10 h—protesting 
against Sunday closing, to offset the efforts of the Christians, 
Iacidentally we hope our North Dakota readers will be 
especially activ in this matter, for one of the Congressmen 
of that state—a Mr. Johnson—has written Commissioner 
H. P. Rucker. of Grand Forks, insinuating that he will vote 
against any World's Fair business u less the Commission 
shall vote to close it on Sunday. To overcome Mr. John. 
son's opposition Mr. Rucker should hear from the people of 
his state. 


TRR Detroit Evening News nas heard of Anthony Comstock 
and his work, and this is what it thinks of him: Anthony 
Comstock, who has taken it upon himself to suppress im- 
moral literature, etc., should be brought up with a round 
turn and quickly. U.der Comstock’s power and imperti- 
nence no author is safe if be should happen to hav in any 
way run up against the censor’s prejudices. Last week he 
se'zed the proofs of an unpublished novel, called the Du- 
plicity of Passion,’ after having already seized the plates. 
If this fellow’s actions are within the law it is certainly an 
Outrageous law. He does not hesitate to break open desks 
and do acts that would send a commoner thief to the peni- 
tentiary. The office of literary censor to decide what is 
moral and what immortal is out of place in a country like 
this: How does Comstock know that a book or picture is 
immoral? The question of morality iè one that the philoso- 
phers of all ages hav sought to define, and still the question 
is an open one, avd to put the „determination of such a 

question into the power of such a meddiesomeand tyrannous 
900 man as Comstock is almost unbearable. Already he 
has been several times rebuked by the courts for his officious- 
ness, but his act of seizing the unpublished novel is undoubt- 
edly no less than theft, and he should be treated as any other 
thief. Itis bad and intolerable enough to hav him meddle 
at all with other people's morals and affairs. when he has as 
much as he can do well to take care of his own, but when it 
comes to ad 1 what is akin to theft on top of all that itisa 
wonder he does not meet the fate of a common „ 
Tne Comstocks should be made to understand that the 
highest morality is to mind their own business and let other 
people alone.” 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, N 


OVEMBER 21. 1891. 


" Zetters from dfriends. 


Mark vi, 5. 
. Paris, TEx., Oct. 15, 1891. 
Mr. Eprror : I had a little set-to wi.h one of the sky. pilots 


the other day. He was telling about the amount of power 


A Hit at 


that Christ had—that he could do anything he liked. I 
asked him how it was that Christ went toa certain place 


and healed a few sick folks but could do no mighty works. 
Iasked him what was the matter with him that he could 


not do any great work, because they would not believe. It) 


is so with all miracles. It depends upon the gullibility of 


the lookers-on. God could not drive the enemies of Juda 


out of the valley, because they had iron chariots. Was he 
not a heavy God? Iam not afraid of a hundred gods like 
him. Your friend, A. A. BRADLEY. 


` A Criticiser of Parsons and Lover of Paine. 

Grant’s Pass, Onx., Oct. 25, 1891. 
Mx. Eprrog: Please find ten cents, for which please send 
me the book of poems containing Why Don't He Lend a 
Hand ?” written by Samuel P. Putnam. Since this gentle- 
man’s departure frcm Grant’s Pass one of our clergy has 
tried to reply to his lecture through the press of our town. 
Now, Mr. Putnam cffered the’ clergy a chance to defend 
their cause face to face, but not one did there appear to hav 
anything to say until this gentlemanly speaker was far away. 
It is simply a repetition of the. past, and reminds me of Once 
upon a time a donkey kicked a lion, but the lion was dead.” 
I am looking for Tax TRUTH SRRERR every mail. In the 
mean time am absorbed in Paine’s Age of Reason,” and 

wish everybody elee who has not would read it. 
. ‘ Yours for truth, WX. M. RIOHAEDS. 


i Preachers, Their Chickens and Dimes. 
mE Tipton, CAL., Oct. 24, 1891. 
MR. EriroR: I am one of those who hav become sub. 
scribers for your paper without their knowledge, having 
been transferred from the list of Freethought, Our little 
burg contains one church with a very small congregation. 


The pulpit is filled at various times by representativs of all 


denominations, yet among them all they hav not msde a 
single convert for years. We hava large Liberal element 
among us, but they are mostly of the ssy-nothing and let. 
things. rip order. , 

8. P. Putnam delivered a lecture here last winter, the only 
lecture of the kind ever heard here, I believe. I hope he 
will visit us again this winter. 


While preachers receive but little encouragement in Tip. 


ton and giv our people a hard name (I should not wonder if 
one of them would hav the car doors locked while passing 
through here yet), they do not hav to go far from here to 
be made happy, for there is a community a few miles from 
here (in the Lake View schoo! district in this Tulare county 
and state of Californis) where gospel sharps do love to tarry, 
for there are chickens and dimes quite numerous, and the 
love of the lamb and the fear of hell hav such a cinch upon 
the minds of the people that they closed their school a 
couple of weeks ago that the pious parsons of the United 
Baptist church might hold their annual lying match (I. E. 
conference) in the public school-house—so much greater is 
the importance cf things celestial than of things temporal 
in the minds of two of the three directors of the school and 


with a majority of the people of the district. The main 


thing to be decided at their last school election for trustees 
was the question to dance or not to dance in the school- 
house, when the fanatics showed themselvs to be in the 
majority. Then the Secularists in the district attempted to 
prohibit the holding of religious meetings in the school. 
house, failing in which most of them got themselvs set off 
into another district. They may hav the consolation of see- 
ing the school-house which they hav helped to build turned 
into a church where the rchool-master may hold his sway 
only subject. to the will of the preachers. 

Consider me & permanent subscriber, though the waste- 
basket becomes the fina] resting-place of this. 

Yours for the truth, F. B. HAWKINS. 


Some “ Mooted ? Questions. 
Frat ORBEK, LA., Oct. 26, 291. 

Mz. Epitor: When I was a thirteen-year-old boy, my 
father sowed fifteen acres of wheat. When this wheat was 
harvested I did the binding, and found but one or two 
bunches of chess in the field. My father having more land 
than he had labor to cultivate, this piece of land was neither 
pastured nor planted again for three or four years. The 
wheat came up voluntarily on it, and the second year it was 
about half chess. The third year it was all chess, and was 
thickly distributed all over the field. I had never heard the 
wheat and chess question discussed, but my eyes told me 
that the wheat had turned to chess for the want of cultiva- 
tion. In 1866 Mr. J. B. Willis, of Greenwood county, Kan., 
broke a piece of prairie land in the spring and sowed wheat 
on it in the fall and dragged it in witha brush. He turned 
the sod with ap ox-team, and there was & strip in the middle 
of éach land which was imperfectly broken. When his 
wheat was headed out I went with him to look at it. Neither 
wheat nor chess had ever grown on this land before, and I 
observed and called his attention to the fact that where the 
land was broken it had, made wheat, and where not broken 
it had made chess. I never saw any fact more clearly dem. 
onstrated in my life than it was here demonstrated that 
wheat would produce chess for the want of plowing. Now, 
I am cautious in using the expression, I know,” but I will 
here say that jf I know anythirg (I do not claim to be a 
know-nothing) I know that wheat will produce chess for the 
want of cultivation. 


I am not much of a believer, but I do 
believe that wheat js evoluted chees; that man has made it 


wheat by cultivation, and that it will relapse back into chess 
for the want of cultivation. I published the foregoing evi. - 
dences and conclusions in Home and Farm in 1876 in answer |. estes 
hav endeavored to work for the benefit of the Usion and the 


to the question, Does Wheat Produce Chess ?” The old 
man Hardy, of Indiana, rapped mé over the head with a 
Bible. He quoted Paul and Genesis on me, and said, 


* Now, dispute that, will you, and make God a liar." The 


scientific wiseacres and dogmatistà spattered me with ridicule 
and claimed that chess isa distinct species. I did not wilt, 


but the editor did and closed his columns against me. A 
few months ago I saw printed on the patented side of the 
Winn parish Comrade, which is printed by the Vincent | 
brothers, of Winfield, Kan.,a statement that a head of 
wheat had been found in the state of Indiana with a chess 


head growing out from the side of the head of wheat, con- 
taining three grains of perfect chess. Now, if this fact can 
be verified, and suppose it can, it will knock the seat from 
under the species dogmatists and Tet them down. Dogmas 
and isms are seats prepared for our brains to sit down upon 
and rest, and when a fact knocks à man's seat from under 
him and breaks bis rest, he gets angry and kicks like a 
mustang. . 

I also know that animal hairs can be developed into 
wigglers, and I know how to do it. Mr. A. Moot may call 
me a liar and make some liars believe it. He may call me 
a fool and make fools believe it. He and Mr. B. F. Mont. 
gomery are throwing boomerangs at demonstrable facts, 
which will not hurt me, nor the facts either. If they want 
to investigate the hair-worm they get off the gorgion. The 
hair-worm js not there. According to Mr. A. Moot's own 
statement, he tried to work a miracle and failed. He tried 
to develop a living animal by feeding a hair on water, which 
contains only two elements, hydrogen and oxygen. If I 
cquld believe that a living animal could be made out of 
water alone, I could’ believe that wine could be made out 
of water without adding anything to it. Carbon, hydrogen, 
oxygen, and. nitrogen are called the organic elements, be- 
cause all organized matter contains those four elements, and 
several earthy elements besides. Now, in order to develop 
a hair into a wiggler the water must contain all of the ele- 


ments of anima] nutrition in a state of solution. If it was 


not for making this article too long I. would giv Mr. Moot 
specific instructions how to make hair. worms (not gorgions). 
The hair-worm has not got into science yet, but it will get 


there. I know that the farmers hav many superstitions, . 
| but chess and hair- worms are demonstrable facte, not super- 


stitions, and it hurts science for ita representativs to kick at 
facts. aM P. F. SHUMAKER. 


Proposes an American Freethought Society. 
QUAEKRRTOWN, Pa., Nov. 8, 1891. 
Mx. Eprror: Having been a close observer of the pro- 


ceedings of the American Secular Union, and wondering 


what the result would be, I waited, read, and reflected. 
The Union has certainly arrived at low-water mark and may 
be said to be at a stand, as the gathering in Philadelphia 
was unknown undoubtedly to every newspapér published in 
the city, and if perchance it had been discovered it would 
hav been a ridiculous bit of news for the public. 

About a year ago I believed that the officers of the Union 
were on the right track, and wrote an article in defense of 
the movement, to hav it entirely free from religious or anti. 
religious subjection, but hav since discovered my mistake. 

Bocieties like the Spiritualists, Unitarians, Seventh Day 
Adventists, etc., may giv kindly notices of a society’s de- 
mands that are so evidently just, if said society comes with 
a piteous plaint and petition to be heard, and mentions not 
their fond dreams and delusions nor holds them up to public 
ridicule. But the American Secular Union needs financial 
aid; there is the rub. You cán imagin a conversation be- 
tween the secretary of the Union and a Unitarian clergy- 
man. Secretary: The American Secular Union, a society 
with whose objects you are somewhat familiar, is in need of 
funds to bring the matter of church taxation before. our 
state legislatures. You cannot reasonably.deny the justness 
of our demands, as churches are protected by our govern- 
ment and should pay their pro rata of tax, 80 I hope you 
will call the attention of your congregation to the matter 
and take up a collection for the cause and forward the 
same to the treasurer of the Union.” Clergyman (dum- 
founded by the audacity of the secretary): ‘‘Ahem, well, 
as.Ihav a friend waiting for me you will hav to excuse me. 
I will think the matter over. Gocd day.” Clergyman (solil- 
oquizing): ‘‘Ask my congregation to donate to a cause that 
would put an additional burden on them, when I am scarce 
able to coax sufficient funds from them to giv me a respect- 
able living and keep the church in a presentable shape! 
Whew! that is rich! Cheek unlimited! Gall in all its in- 
nccence! Perish the thought!” He sees a friend, or 
thinks of things more congenial. i 

We must look to our friendà for the sinews of war; to the 
champions of Freethought; to the men and women who are 
willing to forego a few pleasures of life in order to help 
overthrow priestcraft and hypocrisy and make the churches 
honest and just and finally let them die a peaceable and 
unnoticed death. This must be done by arguments against 
their creeds and idols; their feelings for these must be in- 
jured and broken by the storms of truth and justice. 

There are enough Freethinkers in this country to make 
the churches tremble. 

I am in favor of changing the name of the American 
Secular Union to the American Freethought Society, if the 


Union survives; if not, let a Freethought congress be called 
and held some time in the coming March or April. And let 
Freethought congresses be held in the future in the spring 
The secular papers, not be- 
ing 80 full of political matter, would hav more space to 
devote to Freethought congresses. Resolutions pagsed at 


instead of the fall of the year. 


‘nominated the sum of all villainies ?” 


Freethought congresses in the spring could be brought to 
bear on political parties in the fall. ; |. - 
I believe that R. B; Westbrook aud Miss Ida Craddock 


cause, but hav simply" been mistaken as to the proper 
course. : i e 
The past can be forgotten. We must work for the future. 
Superstition must be.destroyed. The gods must be put to 
flight, and in the places in the human brain occupied by 
these monsters man, woman, and chíld will find considera- 
tion. 
Blame for no one; justice for all. Always for truth, 
cs oe "D. C. Wireman. 
A Christian Lie Nailed, — 3 
. - Uxian, CAL, Oct. 22, 1891. 
MR. Eprror: The following is a copy of a letter just 
mailed to Rev. T. A. Atkinson, who has removed to Selma, 
Cal.. ] i "T'Hos. MoCowEN. 
. Ugan, CAL., Oct. 22 1891. 
T. A. ATKINSON, Reverend Sir: I had not the plessure or 
the fortune to be present at the delivery of your two ser- ` 
mons on the exposition of what you call *' Infidelity ” in 
July last, but a few prominent points being reported to me 
by reliable men, I took it upon myself to investigate the 
charge you made, reflecting very seriously and disparagingly 
on thereputation of Girard College, of Philadelphia, namely, 
that there had been six professors murdered in Girard Col- : 
lege. This I investigated by writing to different parties, 


finally to the principal of Gírard College, and received the 


following categorical answer: ** Utterly false." I presume 
you are aware that I published the result of this investiga- 
tion, with such comments as I deemed appropriate to the 
case. This I considered both proper and necessary, as a 
matter of self-defense; in defense of the reputation of one 
of the grandest institutions known. to civilization, namely, 
the Girard College; and in defense of the class of individuals 
who hav proved by their works that they are well forward 
in: the front ranks of the benefactors of our race—indeed, 


not only of our race but of humanity in general—such men 


as Girard; James Lick, of the Lick Observatory and the 
public baths for the benefit of the indigent of California; 
Peter Cooper, of the Peter Cooper Institute, of New York, 
which consists of institutions, as I understand it, principally | 
for. the benefit of indigent orphans; to say nothing of the 
galaxy of patriots and heroes, the immortal founders of the 
grandest government known to man, namely, Paine, Frank- 
lin, Jefferson, Washington, and the fifty-six signers of the 
Declaration, fifty of whom were said to be skeptics—or 
t Infidels,” if you please. And you and I are to-day in- 
debted to these very men for the air of liberty we breathe; 
and yet you denounce them as the most degraded of human- 
ity. But by their fruits shall ye know them.? 

Now, friend Atkinson, suppose we turn the tsbles a little. 
Who were the men in the front rank of our late Rebellion, 
the most destructiv and bloody war of modern times, if not 
of ancient, and in defense and for the perpetuation of. that 
peculiarly ‘‘ divine institution,“ which John Wesley de- 
Were you ever in 
that category? And did you hurrah at the firing on Fort. 


Sumter? Or did you put up prayers for the success of the 
Rebel arms, or throw up your hat at the news of the thon- 


sands starved and famished to death, the cords of human 
skeletons, in the Rebel prison-pens? A million of lives sac- 
rificed and billions of treasure; an untold amount of the 
best blood of the nation on both sides poured out like water 


—now, which side were you on? And what part did you 


take in the manufacture of that very gorgeous costume 
the bloody shirt? M. 

Now, in view of the position you occupy in a professedly 
Southern church, and so far as your sentiments and sur- 
roundings are manifest, it is fair to presume your sym- 
pathies at least, if not overt acte, hav been and are still 
with the men who crossed the last ditch in that most 


despicable enterprise, the disruption and blotting out of ex- 


istence-of the grandest government (so acknowledged) on 
the face of the earth. Of course [am not aware that you 
performed all these forementioned acts (hope you did not), 
but my object is to point to the fact that while you are 
assuming the privilege and acting on the assumption of deal- 
ing out vituperation and detractions on a class of mankind 
indiscriminately, including many of the grandest benefactors 
of this age as well as of bygone ages, it may be well for you 
to look about and see if you are not occupying a glass 
house,” a quite transparently clear domicil, which may be 
in danger of collapse about your ears, as the result brought 
about by your own missils. But be this as it may, it ia very 
evident that in your exposition of what you call Infidelity ” 
you hav allowed yourself to be led astray, quite wide of the 
mark of truth and justice; whether through misapprehen- 
sion, misunderstanding, or otherwise I am not able to say. 
But as your exposition was given in public, so were my 
commevts and strictures, giving you the opportunity to cor- 
rect any errors, misstatements, or misrepresentations that 
I may hav possibly fallen into. But as yet my comments 
seem to stand undisturbed and indorsed, or at least ac- 
quiesced in; therefore they need no correction on my part, 
but rather are proved to be &. necessity in self.defense 
against aspersion on the character and reputation of Free- 
thinkers. Now, whatever apology you may hav, if any, I 
cannot conceive of any more charitable and appropriate 
than that of Paul the Apostle, “ I did it ignorantly.” i 
Yours respectfully, Tuomas MoCow8n. 


P 8 —Thinking it may be possible you hav not seen my 
comments on your exposition, I penned the foregoing letter; 
thinking also, as the extracts which I received were second- 
hand from the original, there might be a possibility of a 
misapprehension on my part. If such should turn out to be 
the fact I would willingly stand corrected. T. MoC. 


Hair-Snakes and Chess Still Wagging. 
Laxe Orry, Ia., Oct. 27, 291. 

Mr. Eprroz: I desire a little space in the good old TRUTH 
BEEZKER on a subject that appears to be much Mooted.” In 
Tue Trura SEEKER of October 10th is a letter from that 
good old intelligent brother, A. Moot, that appears to be in 
a peck of half-bushels over the errors of his mistaken ` 
brothers. Do not fret, my dear old brother; the world is 
full of mistakes, and although you hav seven years the 
advantage of me in age, being of seventy.seven years while 
I am but seventy, you will find there is still much to learn on 
this much-Mooted question. Mr. Moot’s advice in that 


letter was good, and were he yet a young-man, how much he - 


might profit by practicing his own advice. This modern 
Doubting Thomas knows such a thing as hair-snakes do not 
exist, while I am just.as positiv they do, and hav been 
I was talking with one of our most 
prominent citizens yesterday, who says he has seen these 
little fellows by hundreds, and put them under a magnifying 
glass, when he could. plainly see eyes, mouth, and every- 
thing pertaining to make up a first-class hair-snake—but not 
equa), or so much to be regretted, as the cuss appearing in 
the garden of Eden. But perhaps Brother Moot will moot 
this snake story also. The first little chap I will-swear to, 
having seen and examined one at least sixty yeard ago. No, 
no, it will not do to say we know a thing we simply do not 


seen by thousands. 


understand. 


. The next thing in order, and more directly concerning 
myself, is his remarks on the chess question in reply toa 
letter of mine written some years ago. He is equally positiv 
in this case that he is right, as he was in regard to the 
snake, but is it not possible he may be wrong again? All I 
hav to say is, if he could put new life and vigor in chess 
under hot. house treatment he has done what others failed to 
do in outdoor tests in thirty years, by men equally honest 
as himself and désiring to make a profit out of their chess 
speculation, but never getting a peck: No, Brother Moot, 
it will not do.to say these statements, trials, and facts 
reported in my letter were all made from traditional state- 
ments, not a word of which is true. If they were it would 
not reflect any great credit on myself. But I desire to giv 
another test of wheat changing to chess, that I think will 
It is a 
The test was brought 
about by tying a calf in early spring on a patch of grass, the 
rope being so long as to reach from the stake to an adjoining 
piece of wheat. The eating done by the calf would be in a 
direct circle. Now for the results. When the wheat came 
to heading-time this circle or half-moon-shaped ground pro- 
duced pure chess to the very line where the calf had fed tlie 
wheat off in the spring. Now will Brother Moot moot this 
test also? The wheat appeared perfect until heading-time, | 
when it demonstrated beyond question what thousands of 
able farmers already knew—that wheat would produce chess 
His remarks regarding timothy 
and timothy meadows will not weaken my case any as 
presented in my former letter, in the mind of those having 
seen the changes made in hundreds of cases of a dry season 
just as I stated. And I am not to blame if Brother Moot has 
not learned all the mysteries in nature. And in fact, what he 
and I lack in that direction would make a large book. His 
uncomplimentary remarks in regard to one of the grandest | 
men—now passed away—that ever lived in Iowa I do not 
wish to reply to except to say that that good old man’s 
writings will be kept fresh in the history of Iowa ages after 
The rough terms used by our 

correspondent are hardly an indication of a refined mind; 

yet are excusable, as he is one of the positiv kind and cannot 

believe facts unless they coincide with his own notion, as 

witnessed by his saying the fact of a horse eating off wheat 

and chess coming on the same stools was no evidence of 

wheat turning to chess. I say reason teaches. us if that 
" horse’s neck had been ten feet long, and he had eaten wheat 

at that distance in the field, every stool or spear so eaten off 

at.that time would hav brought chess, just as the larger 

circle did that was eaten by the calf. This calf test was told 

to me by as truthful a man as live in the state of Ohio. I 

would not fear to risk his reputation by the side of the man 

of cherry-tree fame, and this former man still live to verify 
I do declare that had this calf 
esten this wheat in the form of a figure 8 there would hav 
been presented there a figure 8 in the place of a half-moon 


convince any man that is not stone-blind to reason. 
very simple test, but conclusiv. 


. under certain conditions. 


he and I are forgotten. 


my statement if desired. 


as in the former case. 


To change the subject—I notice some one has asked if the 
Freethinkers cannot hava place in the World's Fair. -I hope 
so. All will surely be willing to contribute for a building, 
and if the gates are to be closed on Sundays except for 
preaching, let us hav Ingersoll ordained as our first-best 
minister to proclaim the true gospel of science, liberty of 
thought and expression of the same; love, hope, and char- 
ity for all the human race in every clime. The above will be 
a sufficient text for the opening Jecture or sermon, and 


ought not to be objected to by the pious Christian. 


My best regards for yourself and all the TRUTH Bzzxs& 


family, Heston included. J. L. TOMPKINS. 


Not So Cheerfal a Life as the Future Will Produce. 
Newark, Nov. 1, 1891. 


Mr. Eprrog: Since my last letter to Tug TRUTH SERKERI 
hav met with a very serious loss. My oldest son died on the 


8:h of September. He was not a church-goer, but a God. 


fearing man. In his last moments he said, Father, I am 
praying for you.” I answered him, My dear son, I am 
If there is any efficacy in prayer, pray to God 
to raise you up, a dying man, and make you well again.” 
He then said, ** It is singular that the drctor can’t giv me 


well enough. 


something to help me." I said, My son, you hav spit up 


your lungs. There is no power in this world that can help 


you. You hav but a few days at the most—perhaps but a 


few moments.“ Oh, well,” he answered, everybody has 


got to come to it.“ There was no minister at his deathbed, 
because he had to visit a man sixteen miles away, but there 
was a young colored woman, I am told, who was washing 
there.. My daughter-in-law called her in and asked her to 
pray. I was not there when he died, but I am told by sev- 
eral that she fille? the bill, and I answered, Much more 80 
than a great many who make it a business.” .My son shook 
hands with her in his last moment to show her he appre- 
cíated her kindness, and smiled and died. I was there when 
the minister came the next morning. He preached a very 
common-sense sermon. He did not touch on Infidelity, as 
he did when he preached: my mother’s funeral sermon. He 


proved to be the silliest fraud imaginable. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 21, 


held forth the doctrin that all mankind would be saved. I 
was glad when he was done, for I cannot see that any good 
can come from such appeals to the deity that Christians de- 
clare is always near, and yet so far. Out of afamily of boys 
and girls six in number—four boys and two girls--I am the 


only Freethinker. Our family is all dead but my brother and | 


your servant, who is more dead than alive at present, for.I 
feel that not far from now I will hand in my checks, and I 
am reconciled to go, for my life has been very dark and 
stormy; full of perile, toil, and hardship; very little sun- 
shine, Not that I hav done any great amount of good, nor 
yet hav I done an injury to my fellow-man. IdonotthinkI 


will be-missed when I am gone, for I am like the man who 


was bragging how well off his wife would be when he 
slipped his cable. Horace Greeley said, You remind me 
of a Cincinnati hog.” ‘ How so, Bir?" asked the man. 
** Because,” said Greeley, “‘ you are worth more dead than 
are in this world that are dead to themselvs and mankind ! 
push me, for I never was really scared but once in my life. 
That was over fifty years ago. 
for Buckelew on the Delaware and Raritan canal. 


very dark, not a star to be seen. 


** Wesley, my boy, you are a born coward. 


tree. 


SEEKER Voltaire, Huxley, Hobbes, Paine, Darwin, Jeffer 


where no devils or devil-Gods exist.” W. W. Morris. 


Three Nights With the Spirits. , 
: Newark VALLEY, Sept 2, 1891. 


doubt and heartache of millions of anxious souls. 
So it has ever been. 


decided answer, no comfort. 


dark veil—not even a whisper. 


a being after death. 


great fountain of light or to the moon. 
should all be millionaires in a j ffy. 


thriving business. 


they must stand for the largest share of fraud and deception 


Note the poor dupes now being led away to the expending 


of their last picayune to visit tne ** Holy Coat” in Germany 
—the seamless coat said to hav been worn by Jesus. Talk 
about your Cardiff giant or Yankee tricks, they all sink into 
insignificance compared to this Holy Coat business. This 
may be a digression, but this article is written to show how 
easily, through superstition and ignorance, people can be 
deceived—how few people there are that hav the ability to 
think and examin a subject in all its bearings. : 

Since the rappings at Moravia I hav always had the most 
intense desire to investigate the truth of spirit manifestations. 
An opportunity presented itself some thirty years ago which 
But quite 


recently an opportunity was offered by a lady medium and 


clairvoyant, who has been said to:be ona of:the greatest 


alive.” So that flis me exactly. How many more men there 


Allthey want is pushing over to end their suffering in this 
beautiful world. But God help the man who attempts to 


I drove a four-mule team 
I was 
ordered by the boss to lead to Kingston. The night was 
Large black clouds were 
traveling at a lively gait in the horizon. Presently it thun- 
dered and lightened, and rain poured down the back of my 
neck and through the soles of my shoes. As I sat on my in. 
'telligent shaft-mule I thought I saw his majesty Old Nick 
with his toothpick and shovel waiting to brain any traveler 
on the pike that night. I, boylike, felt like turning tail to 
and riding back to the station. Refiecting a moment I said, 
If I was to 
meet the devil I had better bid him good evening than a 
good morning." So I cracked my wh'p, as much to scare 
the devil as to wake up my mules, and said, Whoa, gee, 
Rose!” and drove my mules as nigh to where the devil stood 
as I could get, and reaching out my hand I felt a cold wet 
I felt ashamed of myself, and vowed that silent tem. 
pestuous night that I nevermore would get scared at ghosts, 
Gods, spirits, or devils, and I hav kept my word. Iam 
more afraid of two-legged brutes—and their numbers are 
legiona—and those ungrateful wretches hav no gratitude, and 
no remorse for their crimes, and if they are caught and 
convicted and hanged the priest tells them they are sure of 
heaven. I answer: If such people go to heaven, heaven is 
only fit for Christians and not for readers of Taz Teura 


son, and hosts of other Infidels hav a parlor of their own, 


Mx. EprroR: There has been so much written pro and con 
on the subject of Spiritualism that it would seem the people 
had already a surfeit of such reading. But the subject of a 
‘future existence will no doubt be of the most paramount 
interest as long as life and thought exist. Four thousand 
years ago, Solomon’s thrilling interrogatory, ** Who knoweth 
the spirit ot man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the 
beast that goeth downward to the earth?“ shows that the 
question was then as now one of the deepest controversy. 
When the young married lady from Maine—a zealous mem. 
ber of the church—on being brought face to face with 
«immortality " by the drowning of her husband said to R:v. 
M. J. Savage, I hav lost all faith in this all-important sub- 
ject; do you know anything, about it?" she expressed the 
Mr. 
Savage, one of our most celebrated divines and strongly 
leaning toward Spiritual phenomena, could giv her no 
The 
wisest, the most learned, the deepest thinkers hav been 
unable to giv us any knowledge from the other side of the 
į Avd it can be safely stated 
that some of our'profoundest scholars and thinkers hav 
been deceived and victimized by the tricks of so-called 
mediums and pretended.clairvoyants as well as the ignorant 
and unlearoed. In very many instances they hav been 
caught at their tricks and fraudulent pretensions, while on 
the other hand, in no instance has any Spiritualist, clairvoy- 
ant, or medium been able to establish, or prove, or demon- 
strate the truth of immortality or the existence of a spirit of 
From all the proof attainable, the ear. 
nest desire for immortality is father to the theory. But the 
earnest desire of a thing is no evidence of its attainment. It 
it was, we-should all very soon make a fiying visit to the 
In other words, we 
For who would not: 
like to be rich or take a trip to some of our far-off lumi- 
naries? Craf y men and women in all ages of the world hav 
taken advantage of credulity, marveling, wonder, to do a 


By the by, we must not exempt the priesthood. Indeed, 


1801. 


mediums in the world for a long term of years, together 
with her husband, who also claims to be a medium of forty 


years’.standing. All business transactions of the family and 


all important events are controled and guidad by the so-. 
called spirits. Being on quite intimate terms, the gantleman.. 
importuned me to coms in and witness the wonderful mani. - 
festations. . Stones, from a psbble up to fourteen or fifteen ^ 
pounds’ weight, cams sailing into the room with doors and 
windows all closed, also lettera from dead felends, bouq'tets, - 
etc. Being quite indiff rent and also knowing how difficult 
it would be for a ‘“ greeny” to attempt to catch on to an 


experts own game, I gave very little attention to the 


matter. Finally the gentleman intimated that I was afraid 
to witness such wonderful manifestations: ‘My dear sir,” - 
I said. “Iam neither afraid of Gods nor Devils [why not 
write Devil with a capital as well as the other fellow ?].. I 
do not see why I should b» afraid of spirits. When do you 
hav another séince?” — **To.morrow evening,” was the 
reply. ‘I'll be there," was my rejoinder. About 4 o'clock 
the next afternoon my wife and I put in an appearance." We 
were all placed around the room promiscuously, alternating ` 
as much as possible in regard to sex. Some eight or ten 
persons were present. It was remarked that the manifesta- - 
tions would more readily appear if our minds were occupied ' 
with other things than the expected manifestations, so singing 
was introduced. Soon, while our minds were occupied with 
the song, sure enough a smal! object went sailing over a long . 
dining.table, striking on the far end near a third medium 


who happened to be present from a distanceon a visit, and 


bounded off on ths floor. O1 examination it was found. to 
be a pill-box, inside of which was contained a nicely folded 
note in an elegant hand from the "spirit band " said to be 
continually about the family in attendance to this visiting 


medium. Soon after, another missil came from the same 


direction, performing the same, and passed over the table, 
bsing another note to another person in the room. During 
the evening stones of a pound weight and letters and 
bouquets seemed to come from the wall of the house and 
drop in the middle of the room. The bouquets were quite 
likely to fall on the ladies’ laps. But these missils seemed 
to come from the direction of a certain gentleman present, 
who had seemed to be a soj urner from time to time in the 
family for several years of whom very little was known in 
the neighborhood. I said to my wife, These bouquets 
seem mussed, as if they were pulled from somebody's 
pocket.” ` After the first night my wife and myself agreed 
that she should watch the medium and I this strange 
gentleman whom we believed to be the spirit, spirit band, 
or confederate. The notes seemed to be in one handwriting 
and elegantly done. This gentlaman I knew to ba an 
excellent penman. Having had quite considerable experi- 
ence as a teacher and in watching mischievous boys flipping 
their notes and paper wads, the third night I caught the 
gentleman toasing three stones and flipping three billets 
across the room, also the bouquets. The third evening there 
were about twenty persons present, but only four were able 
to catch on to the racket. He was so expert the balance 
present were inclined to think it all of a mysterious origin. 

The lady medium went into the clairvoyant state osten- 
sibly, and Was by turns controled by the spirit of Paul - 
Castler, M D., a departed healing medium; Owosso, a 
celebrated Indian chief; Dr. Hunter, and Lilly, an ever- 
present Iadian guide. But from the maoner and language 
used and contradictory statements made, if space would 
permit it could be shown that the whole business was a 
stupendous fraud. Yet people love to be humbugged. But 
I must say that I hav the best of reasons to belleve the pro- 
prietor was an Innocent victim of fraud and d3ception. 

Spiritualists and Christians seem to be alike in one respect. 
They both, like the prairie-dog, hav a dodge hole w ia case 
of an emergency. If the manifestations do not appear 
according to the medium's statements, ** Why, the conditions 
are not right; there are lying spirits.” With the healing 
medium, if the patient fails to heal, Why, he hasn't faith 
enough.” This is the same old ''creep-out" that Jesus 
resorted to. He didn't do many mighty works in a certain 
city because of their “ unbelief.” This is a mighty small 
hole for God" to get out of or into. These dodge-holes 
are handy to hav lying around loose. It is like picking up 
a cork just when you want one to stop your bottle. Al the 
spiritual mauifestations I hav ever read of or seen do not 
compare with the jugzlery I hav seen, and these latter per- 
formers do not claim anything but deception. D.d not 
the Egyptians nearly six thousand years ago imitate Moses’s 
miracles or spirit manifestations as our sleight-of-hand per- 
formers do to-day ? Dake 

It would be very desirable if we could know for a 
certainty that we could meet our loved ones after death, and 
so ever be with our friends; and so long as this desire con- 
tinues, and the crafty can drive a thriving business in luriog 
on that desire, so long people will he caj »led and humbugved. 
It would also be very desirable if Jesus would or could leave 
the other two parts of his Godship and come down just 
below the clouds and remain in sight during one revolution 
of the earth and say to the people, I am Jesus of Nazareth; 
giv up all your doubts, ye skeptics; I am he.” How 
much anxiety and. contention it would save. But he wil! 
never doit. So we will hav to struggle on in the dark aud 
doubt and die, and the gentleman below will get the greatest 
share of us. So noted a Spiritualist #8 Moses Hull stated in 
the Better Way some two months ago that ninety-seven per 
cent of the communications through mediums were frauds; - 
that the desires of the applicants to get something from their 
departed friends were so great and the temptation on the 
part of the mediums so great that they would yield to fraud . 
and trickery. When I read this, I said, Put the other three 
per cent in and let the whole business go together. 

Si "LM a MEE E. W. COUNOILMAN. 
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Children’s Carnet. 


HAdited by Miss Busan H. Wixom, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Domes a pause in the day's occupations — 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


The Birds’ Sunday. 


Ostobar, with her gems male mosaios of the 
trees ; 

A truant from the South was the morning's 
gentle breeze. 

The rounded hills were vailed by the autumn’s 
purple haze, 

i was giving to her children Indian gummer 

aya. 


He who sings first in springtime, whose coat of 
vivid hue 

Seems, to his eager watchers, a bit of heav'n's 
own blue, 

Rehearsed his olden carol till from the fields 
around 

The meadow.larks and robins in flocks came at 
the sound. 


The whistling blackbirds joined them, and from 
each maple bough 

The birds called to each other, “Prepare for 
winter now. : 

The mountain ash berries glow like cherries in 
the sun; 

Its changing leaves are falling, their labor-life 
ig done. 


* From countless rays 0f sunshine, from rain, and 
mist. aud dew, 

They gathered all this treasure and stored it up 
for you. 

Assemble all your clans for a long, 
flight; 

We must cross wastes of water, there'il be wild 
storms at night,” 


Thm rose the robing’ clamor: **Ere we go far 
away 

Our wings shou'd be stronger; we will gather 
fruit to-day.” . 

Till closed the gates of sunset they came and 
went lite bees. : 

Ohirping. working, singing, they robbed the tall 


adventurous 


ash trees. 

This was told by a leaflet that the wind floated 
downs 

It once was red and golden but nowis faded 
brown. 


„The birds.“ it said, a~e heathens and keep no 

Sabbath day ; 

Oan it be that their instinot tells them the better 
way ?" : 
L. T, IRVINE. 
Mt. Carroll TU, O3t. 28, 8 1. | 
— . D— 
Legend Continued. 

Dear Youna FRIENDS: Jane was admiring 
a wild flower when an agent requested her to 
buy a book. The object of this work,” he 
said, ‘is to fetch together some handsome 
Catholic sentiments.” But,“ answered 
Jane, what good do your books and 
churches do? Young men insult ladies as 
they come out of churches. Seth carries a 
club with him for my defense. What is this 
country coming to?” ‘t Yes,” said a lady 
passing. and in Christian asylums he rules 
of politeness are all laid aside. Good writers 
tell us that civility is the best religion. 
including a sense of honor. In these asylume 
sometimes persons are near starved and no 
one regards it. Ouida's lazy dog  faree 
better. I know a lady whose dog was named 
Ch jar Augustus Washington Pompey, and 
when he died forget-me-nots were placed 
upon his grave. Ohristian customs. How 
much better to show some pity to poor race. 
horses who are ruined for life that some 
proud man may reap the benefit. I think we 
should be kind to insects, animals. and even 
lizards, for they are so harmless and affection. 
ate. Pious ladies cou'd copy such gentle 
ness rather than the cruel ways of the wild 
cat and the wolf, which are wild perhaps 
from hunger.” 

“I am trying to write a composition,” 
said Seth; will this do? ‘When the spirit 
of liberty died out in Greece Rome was 
defended by savage soldiers, but a more 
noble method remains for us. Freethought 
children are able to protect our sacred insti 
tutions from the ruthless hand of tyranny. 
While Christian young people are, in com- 
pany with their elders, sinking down rapidly 
into the mire of luxury and vice, low manners 
and ignorance; while gangs of school. 
children make the street hideous with 
vulgarity and brutal conduct, the sons and 
daughters of Infidels will study and plan for 
a good and a polite education. 

In a few years the reins of government 
will fall into their hands, when they can 
show to the world that justice, morality, and 
civil manners can preserve inviolate the 
liberties and best interests ofa nation. None 
can honestly deny that Christians, young and 


old, hav degraded instead of civilized our} When the steamer reached her destination, 


beloved country.’ * 
Lezington, Ky , Oct. 28, 1891. 
-_—_—_— +o ů— 
The True Story of a Dog. 

In the year 187- the steamship Swallow 
left the Cape of Good Hope, bound for 
England. Among the passengers was a lady 
with a child of two years and a nurse. The 
Jady had also brought with her: a huge, 
handsome Newfoundland dog. 

The voyage had lasted about six days. 
No land was visible and the island of St. 
Helena would be the nearest point. The 
day was a beautiful one, with a soft breeze 
blowing and the sun shining down brightly 
on the sparkling waters.. A large and gay 
company of the ship’s passengers were 
assembled on deck; merry groups of young 
men and girls had clustered together; now 
and then a laugh rang out, or some one sang 
a gay little snatch of song, when suddenly 
the mirth of all was silenced by the loud and 
piercing scream of a woman. 

A nurse who had been holding a child in 
her arms at the side of the vessel had lost 
her hold of the leaping, restless little one, 
and it had fallen overboard into the sea—into 
the great, wide Atlantic ocean. The poor 
woman, in her despair, would hav flung her- 
self after her charge had not strong arms 
held her back. But sooner than it can be 
written down, something rushed swiftly past 
her; there was a leap over the vessel's side, 
a splash into the waters, and then Nero’s 
black head appeared above the waters, hold. 
ing the child in his mouth. 

The engins were stopped as soon as pcs- 
sible, but by that time the dog was far 
behind in the wake of the vessel. A boat 
was quickly lowered, and the ship’s surgeon, 
taking his place in it, ordered the sailors to 
pull for their lives. One could just make 
out on the leaping, dancirg waves the dog's 
black head, holding something scarlet in his 
mouth. The child had on a litile jacket of 
scarlet clotb, and it gleamed like a spark of 
fire on the dark blue waves. 

The mother of the child stands on the deck, 
her eyes straining anxiously after the boat, 
and the black spot upon the waves still 
holding firmly to the tiny scarlet point. How 
long the time seems! The. boat seems fairly 
to creep, though it speeds over the waves as 
it never sped before. . 

Bometimes a billow higher than its fellows 
hides for a moment dog and child from the 
anxious, straining eyes. One can almost hear 
the watchers’ hearts then throb with fear lest 
the waters may hav swallowed them up. But 
the boat comes nearer and nearer, near 
enough at last to allow of the surgeon’s 
reaching over and lifting the child out of the 
dog’s mouth, then a sailor’s strong arm pulls 
Nero into the boat, and the men row swiftly 
back to thé ship. 

Alive?“ is shouted from every lip as the 
boat comes within hail of the steamer; and 
as the answer comes back, Alive!” a 
„Thank God " breaks from every heart. Then 
the boat comes up to the ship's side. A hun- 
dred hands are stretched out to help the 
brave dog on board, and Good Nero,” 
"Brave dog,” Good fellow,” resound on 
every side. But Nero ignores the praise 
showered so prifusely on him; he trots se- 
dately up to the child’s mother and with a 
wag of his dripping tail looks up into her 
face with his big, faithtul brown eyes. It 
was as if he said, It is all right; I hav 
brought her back quite safe.” 

The mother drops on her knees on the 
deck, and taking his shaggy head in both 
hands, kisses his wet face again and again, 
the tears pouring down her face in streams. 
There is, indeed, not a dry eye on board. 
One old sailor stands near with the tears run- 
ning down his weather beaten brown face, 
all the while unconscious that he is weeping 

Well, as one can imsgin, Nero was for the 
rest of the voyage the pet and hero of the 
whole ship. He bore his honors with quiet 
modest dignity. It was curious, however, to 
see how from that time on he made himself 
the sentinel and body guard of the child he 
had saved. He always placed himself at the 
side of the chair of any person in whose arms 
she was, his eyes watching every movement 
she made. Sometimes she would be laid on 
the deck, with Nero only to watch her, and 
if inclined to creep out of bounds, Nero's 
teeth, fastened firmly in the skirt of her 
freck, promptly drew her back. It was as 
though he thought, “I hav been lucky 
enough, Miss Baby, to save. you once from a 


ALHAZi. 


watery grave, but 88 I may not be so lucky: 


again, I shall take care you don’t run any 
unnecessary risks in future.” : 


Nero received a regular ovation as he was 
leaving the vessel. Some one cried, ‘‘ Three 
Cheers for Nero!” and they were given with 
a wil. And ‘Good-bye, Nero!" ** Good- 
bye, good dog," resounded from every side. 
Everyone crowded around to giv him a pat 
on the head as he trotted down the gang- | 
‘plank. To all these demonstrations he could, 
of course, only reply with a wag of his plumy ' 
tail and a twinkle of his faithful brown eyes. 
He kept close to the nurse's side, and watched 
anxiously his little charge's arrival on dry 
land. f 

He was taken to the home of his little mis- 
tress, where he lived, loved and honored, 
until he died of old age, with his shaggy gray 
head resting on the knee of the child (a 
woman now) that he had saved. i 

His portrait hangs over the chimney. piece 
of an English drawing-room, beneath which 
sits, in a low arm.chair, a fair-haired girl, 
who often looks up at Nero’s portrait as she 
tells the tale of how he sprang into the waters 
of the Atlantic ocean after her, and held her 
up until help came. 


Spicy Definitions. 

A smart, pithy, or humorous definition 
often furnishes a happy illustration of the 
proverbial brevity which is the soul of wit. 
Here are a few apt ones that are evidently 
spontaneous: 

A boy once said that “dust is mud with 
the juice squeezed out.” 

A fan, we learn from another juvenil 
source, is “a thing to brush warmth off 
with," and a monkey, a small boy with a 
tail;” salt, what makes your potatoes taste 
bad when you don't put any on.” 

A schoolboy asked to define the word 
“sob” whimpered out: It means when a 
feller don’t mean to cry and it bursts out 
itself.” 

A youngster was asked to giv his idea of 
the meaning of responsibility,“ so he said: 
„Well, supposing I had only two buttons on 
my trousers and one came oif—all the re- 
sponsibility would rest on the other button.” 

To hit off a jury as a body of men or- 
ganized to find out which side has the smart- 
est lawyer” is to satirize many of our “ intel- 
ligent fellow-countrymen.” 

The word - suspicion“ is, in the opinion. 
of a jealous husband, a feeling that com. 
pels you to try to find out something which 
you don’t wish to know.” 

A good definition of a Pharisee is a 
tradesman who uses long prayers and sh-rt 
weights; of a humbug, '* one who agrees 
with everybody,” and of a tyrant, the other 
version of somebody's hero.” 

A Parisian’s idea of chess was ‘‘a humane 
substitute for hard labor.“ 

Thin soup, according to an Irish mendi- 
cant, is “a quart of water boiled down to a 
pint to make it strong.” f 

Ok definitions of a bachelor, unaltered 
man,” “a singular being,” and a a target for 
a miss” are apt enough. 

A walking-stick may be described as the 
old man's strength and the young man's 
weakness,” and an umbrella as ‘‘a fair- and 
foul-weather fríend who has had many ups 
and downs in the world.” 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curirg the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. B. PERRY, — 
84 South Main Street. Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 
Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DBAKE BLVNKER. 


nowville. Va. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass, Says: 


Strange cases cured by my M"DIOCaL DIS. 
^OYEBY come to me every day. Here ix one of 
Paraly-is Blin anzse- and the Grip ow how 
toes my M“ oI0AL DISOOVERY cure all these ? 
I don’t know. unless it takes hold of the Hidden 
Poison thet makes all Humor. . 

VIRGINIA CITY. NEVADA. Sept, 9'h, 1891. 

Donald K-nneay— Deor sir: I wilt state my vase 
to yon: Abous mne years avo I was varalyzad in 
my left side, and the nest doctors gave me no 
r: lief f-r wo years, and I was advised to try your 
DISCOVF"RY, whico did its duty, and in a few 
months I was restored vo health. About four years 
ago I became blind m my left eye by a “votted 
Cataract Last March L was taken with La G ippa, 
and was confined to my b d for three mortns. At 
the end of that time as in the start. then it struck 
me that your DISCOVFRY was the thing for me: 
80 I got a bottle, and before it was half gone I 
was abie to go to my work in the mines. Now in 
regard to my eyes, ae I lost my left eye. and about 
aix months ago my right eye became affected with 
black spots over the sieht ag did the left eye 
—perbaps seme twenty ^f them but since I have 
been using your DISCOVERY they all left my 
right eve but one; and, tbauk God. the b-isht 
: iebt of heaven is once more Making its appearance 
in my te N eve Iamwonderfnily satnniahed at it, 

and thank God and your MEDICAL DI-OOV8 RY, 
Yours truly, Hank WRITE. 


Each Number Ten Qenta. 


The Modem Scient Essayist 


Popular Evolution Essays and Lectures. 


1, HERBERT SPENCER: His life and personal 

Characteriatica; his views op educati n; hia 

religions opinions. By Mr. DANIEL GBEEN- 
LEAF THOMPSON. 3 5 

2. CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN: His ancestry, 
life, and personal characteristics, By Joan 
W. OnADwIOE. — 3 

3. BOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
+ ow suns and worlds coma into being. d 
the material universe ever have a beginning? 

Y GARRET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
eology: How the world grew. By Dr. 
jEWIS G. JANES.. : 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How does 
life begin;.The problem of spontaneous 
generation. By WILLIAM POTTS. 

6. EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The evi- 
dences from geologv. geographical distribu- 
tion and oomparative Zuology. By ROSSITER 

f BaAYMoND. Ph.D ; 

T. THE DESCENT OF MAN: Relation of man 
tO the brute creation; his ancestral line; 
duration of human life on thy planet. By 
E. D. Oorg, Ph D i 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: The mind a^1 the 
nervous system; the nature of mind. By 
ROBERT G. EconEgs, M.D 

9, EVOLUTION OF ROOIETY. Primitive man; 
growth of the family, city, and state: de- 
velopment of the domestic relations; mar- 
riage. By JAMES A. BEILTON. 

10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. Origin of re. 
ligious beliefs; ideas of primitive man. By 
4. SDR Y SAMPSON. 

11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. How altruism 

rows out of egoiem; the pro.er balance. 
v Du Lewis G. JANEB. - 

12, PROOFS OF EVOLUTION. a, from geology: 
b, from morphology; e, from embryology; 
d. from metamorphosis: e, frow rudimen- 
ta y organs: f. from geographical distribu- 
tion; g, from discovered links; b, from arti- 
ficial breeding; i. from rever-ion; k, from 

. mimicry, By NELSON U., PARSHALL. 

13. EVOLUTION AS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT. By Rev. Joan W. ÜgApwICK. 

14, PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. Relation 
of the doctrine to preva‘lidg philosophical 
systems. By STARR Hoyt NIOHOLS. - 

15. THE EFVEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING OTVILIZATION. Plans for social 
regene-ation as tested by evolution. By 
Rey. Mrwar J. Savaer ` i 

16. THE A OPR ND PRINCIPLES OF THE 
1 "ION PHILO3OPHY. By DR. LR WIS 

. JANES 

17. THR MORAL AND R°L'GIOUS A8°70"S 
OF HERBERT SPENCER'S PHILOSOPHY. 

By SYLVAN Parry. ` ' 


18. TAE RELATIVITY OF KNOWLEDGE, The 
nature of sense-percepsion ; sight, sound, 
taste, smell, feeling: the doctrine of the Un- 
knowab'e. Bv Rogg*T G Focrys. M D. 

19, A STUDY OF MaTTFR AND MOTION. An 
excellent digest of a muca v:xad question, 
with quotations from many authorities, By 
Fon. A. N. ADAMS. ‘ . 

20. PRIMITIVE MAN, Man as revealed by 
archeological studies; evidences of man's 
antiquity; geological periods; man's appear- 
anne in the pliocene; naleolithic and neo- 
lithic races; the ages of bronze and iron; 
Cave men and lake-dwellers; dolmen and 
mound bui ders; primitive implements and 
tools; vr ofs of man’s natural evolution. 
Bv Z SIDNEY Sampson. . 

21. GROWTH OF TRE MARRIAGE RELATION. 
Marriage a primitive institution ; its earlier 
forms ; no evidence of original promiscuity ; 
exogamy and engogamy group-marrisge; 
polygyuv, polyandry and m»no£gamy ; mar- 
‘Tiage by capture: movogamy the highest 
form of the relation; divorce and divorce 
laws: marriage a contrsot; its reen]ation 
by the state. B O STANILAND WAKE. 

22. EVOLUTION OF THE STATE Tae growth 
of political institutions; the vatriarchal 
family; the tribe and olan. By Joun A. 
TAYL^R. 

23 EVOLUTION OF LAW. How law begins: 
statute-law and judge made law: the enn - 


version of customs into law. By Pror. Rurus 
RHELDON. ; 
24. EVOLUTION OF MEDICAL B^'I"NCE. 


Suvoerna.ural ideae of disease; fetichiam in 
medicine; the beginnings of medical science. 
Bv ReBEK T G. FooLxS. M D. . 

. EVOLU ION OF ^RM8 AND ARMOR. The 
vecessity for arms and armor under the 
struggle for existence. By Joun O. Kiat- 

ALL. : 
EVO UTION OF THE MEOHANIO ARTS. 
1 eveiopment of the human hand; the earli- 
est n*e of implements and tools. By JAMES 
A fKILTON. : 

. EVOLU' ION OF THE WAGES SYSTEM. 
The ?efloi*ion of wages; econ: m'o char, o- 
teristios of the wages System; wages the 
outgrowth of slavery; origin and develop- 
ment of the wages system. By Pror. GEO, 
GUNTON. 

93. EDUCATTON AS A FAOTOR IN OIVILI- 
Z TION. The beginnings of education; 
*erl]y methods in Egyot, Persia, Obina, 
Greece, and Rome: early Christian ideas of 
education: Oatholic and Protestant views; 
the commor school system. By Miss OARo- 
LINE B. Le Row. epee 

29. EVOLUTION AND SOCIAL REFORM, I. 
The Theo'og cat Method. By Rev. Joan 
OBADwIO£. DI : 

30. EVOLUTION AND BOCI*L REFORW. II. 
The Rocialistio Method By WILLIAM POTTS. 


81. EVOLUTION ANO SOCI4L REFORM. III. 
The A-^archistio Metnod. . By Huan O. 
SOLD TION OOIAL REFORM 1 

, EVOLUTION. AND 8 AL. M IV. 

3 doe goles uie Method. By DANIEL GREEN- 
LXAF TRT MPS N. : 

38. ASA GRAY: His Life and Work. By Mus. 

- Mags CREAT. AUS i 
34 EDWARD LIVINGSTON YOUMANS.. The 


Man ani his Work. By PROF. JOEN Fiske. 
Each Nomber, Ten Oents, sag 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


en, Ero. By 


I. EV°LUTION. ANTIQUITY, 
William Durham. F.R 8. 


II. Astronomy. Sun. Moon, Stans, Ero. By Will. 
iam Durham. F. R. S. E. — i 
These handy series of volumes on science—of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers. others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They snpply a popular need, 
The price of each is 60 cents in cloth, n. 
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Brain and the Bible. MATERIALISM AWD CRIME 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL. 
Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 
Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


. 
Creed of Christendom, 
Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure. 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete in 1 vol., 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


WHICH: 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY? 


By Moses Hutt (Spir. and 
REV. W. F. PARKER (Chris.). 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 15 cents. 


HEBREW MYTHOLOCY; 


OR, 
The Rationale of the Bible. 
Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only. 
By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 
'8vo, 613pp., - =. - 


Faith and Reason. 
ACOOUNT OF THE 


Christian and All Prominent Religions Before 
and Since Christ, Extract from Sacred ; 
Books of the East. 


By H. R. STEVENS. Price, $1.50. 


$2.50. 


Nature's Revelations of Character.. 
l Physiognomy Illustrated. 
By Josera SiMws, MD. 


' Individual traits indicated by the temperaments 


and features. 
260 woodcuts.  8vo, 650pp., cloth, $3; leather, 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


AMB:RLEY!S LIFE OF JESUS, 
His Character and Doctrines. .  - i 


From the “ Analysis of Religious Belief.” x 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. : 
Paper, .25 cents;. cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING - 


Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign of 
Tiberius, but à Jesus wes Hanged a Cent- 
ury befcre, and Peter and Paul died 

: -before the Christian Era. 


Full index, 446pp, -+ - $150: 
THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 


; AN : 
Inquiry into the Claims of Biblical Inspiration 
&nd the Supernatural Element jn Religion. 

By A.H.O'DoNOGHUE. . 
Price, - - $1. 
NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 
A Radical. Nove of Marked . Ability. 
l BI FREDERIKA MACDONALD. 
404 pages. Price reduced to $1. 


AFEW WORDS ABOUT tho DEVIL. 


OTHER BIOGRAPHIOAL SEETOHES AND ESSAYS. 
By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. - 
; With Portrait and Autobiography. 
Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp, 12mo; 

f 260 PP., 51. 25. l l 
MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 

: By J. ALBERGER. 
376pp., $1. Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts. . 


— , 
POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 
as siet ACCOUNT OF .. ... th ctm D: 

Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


— — — ä 
CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 
A Summary of tlie Arguments against 
Christianity. 

Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 
By D. W. Huru (SpirJ. 
Price, - . " "E" 


15 cents. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 


A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
tria] Production and Exchange. 
By J. K. IxdALIIS. 
Price, 95 cents. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 


ho The Jews and their God stood on the lowes‘ 
plane: Price, 10 cents. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE 
By F. R. Marvin. 
Price. + Scenta 


bove books address 
For ail o£ vue 1 bove bo E 
28 Lafayette PL. NewYork, 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 5 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 
French Revolution 


ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By W. 8. BELL. 
.Paper, 12mo, 85 cents. 


MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


IMMORTALITY oF Irs ELEMENTS. 


By A. S. de Pellegrini. 
Paper, - 16 cents. 


PHILOSOPHY of SPIRITUALISM 


AND TREATMENT OF MEDIOMANIA. 
By F. R. Marvin, M.D. 
- Oloth, . 50 cents. 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 
By VOLTAIRE. 
Terse, witty, aud sarcastic definitions of theolog- 
ical terms. 
Prioe, 25 cents. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY F XPOSED. 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
15 cents. 


PRO AND CON OF 
Supernatural Religion. 
Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, Miraculous 


By E. E. GUD. 
Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 89 cents. 


~ PYRAMID OF GIZEH. 


Ancient Egyptian Oivilization and Hebrew Narra- | 


tivein Genesis ard Exodus. 
By Vay Buren Denstow, LL.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


QUESTION SETTLED. 
BIBLICAL and MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


By Moses HULL. 
Price, 60 cents. ` 


Rational Communism, 


Tur PRESENT AND FurURE REPUBLIO OF 
NORTH AMERIOA. 
Advocates associate life and employment as a pre- 
vantive of vice, crime, poverty, eto. 
By A OAPITALIST. 
Paper, 498pp.; 50 ct&.: clo., $1. 


Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. 


By A. C. LYALL. 
Price. 10 cents. 


Fruits of Philosophy. 


POPULATION QUESTION. 
By Dr. Knowlton. Edited by Charles Bradlaugb 
and Annie Besant. 
É 26 cente. 
TRUTH. A Poem. By E.N. Kings- 
ley. 10 cents. l 
POVERTY: Fts Cause and Cure. 


How the Poor May Attain Somfors and Independ 
ence. 


By M. G. H. 


Price, 10 cents. : 


Religion of Inhumanity. 
With & Glance at the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FBEDERIO HARRISON. 
Price, 15 cents. 


RELIGION: 

The Gibraltar of the World, as Now Oonatituted. 
‘By George T. Bondies. 
With ; 
Exceptions to the Character of 
Christ us à Gientieman, 
By W. T. Purviance. 
23 cents. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
: Six Lectures. 
Decline of Faith. 
Protestant Intolerance. 
Washington an Unbeliever. 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. 
Paine and Wesley. 
Christian Sabbath. 
Each, 5 cents; bound, pap., 25 cents; per doz., 40. 


SABBATH BREAKING. 
By JOHN. E. REMSBURG. 
Price, 25 cents. 


St, Matthew Before the Court 


For THE CRIME or Forgery. 
By SRC ARTIST. 
Price, 10 cents. 


SEMITIC GODS AND THE 
BIBLE. 


Including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Ohrist, Vi- zin Mary, Bible. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
From Vol. II. Gods and Religions.) 
8330p.» pap.« 60 c.; clo., $i. 


For all of tho above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 
28 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 


D. M. BENNETT'S WORKS. 


ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


A Truth Seeker Around the World. 
Four large volumes. With a steel-plate 
engraving of the author in Vol. I., and 
each volume illustrated with forty-seven 
cuts. Handsomely bound in red cloth, 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $10.50. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 
3905 leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, 


The Champions of the Church; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. : 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 

and Modern Times. Two Volumes. 

- Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 pe 

volume, or.$5.00 for the two volumes; ir 

leathor, $7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, 
.00. 


From Behind the Bars. A series oí 
letters written in prison. Over 700 pages 
Price $1.50. 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A. series 
of letters written during a visit. of ten 
weeks in Europe. Giving some account 
of the International Freethinkers’ Con- 
gress held at Brussels, to which Mr. Ben. 
nett was a delegate, followed by a de 
scription of what he saw in England. 
France, Holland, and Italy. The letter: 
from Rome alone are worth the price 
of the book. With a steel-plate portrait 
of the author. 850 pages. $1.50. 


The Semitic Gods and the Bible. 
Treating upon the gods of the Semitic 
nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 

ages are devoted, showing that book to 

e a very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov- 
ers, 60 cents; clota, $1. 


Judaism, Christianity; and Moham- 
medanism examined historically 
and critically. It is thought to be the 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 500 large pages, 
Price, $1.50. 


Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, 


Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages. 
Paper covers, 75 cents; 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. 
A debate on Christianity and Infidelity, 
between D. M. BExwzTT and Rev. G. H. 
HuwPHnEY. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is a splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 
bors. 550 pages. Price. $1. ' 


B. F. UNDERWOOD’S WORKS, 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFIOE, 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
pa eA and Materialism; What Lib- 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual- 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. 


What Liberalism Offers in: Place 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


‘eientific Materialism: Its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 


piritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po..cical and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 


of 


Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 
Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 


Will the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo- 
logical. 20 cents. 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
days' debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Bunozss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188 pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Joms Marries, Fully reported. 
Paper, 35 centa; cloth, 60 Senta. 


| TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


"he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
. Reformers. The Biographies oí 
thrce hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
resent. By D. M. Bennzrt. 1,075 pages, 
vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 

co, gilt edges, $4.50. ] 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians, A companion book to The World's 
Sages," etc. by D. M. Beynert. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. oth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 


8 full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ingJudaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. Bennerr. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. : 

: i n 1,115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leatt er, $5.06; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
whole r - ‘eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages. 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
count AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
‘ohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Jomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; 


fu. 


The foregoing volumes are called The 
Truth Seeker Library." If all are ordered to. 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


Bennett-Teed Discussion. Between 
D. M. BENNETT and Crrus RoMurus R. 
Tano. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections to Christianity? 
A discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 
G. M. Marr, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new nor 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

BEN NET affirms; Marr denies. This ig 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the United 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs & full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustice 
was perpetrated upon Mr. BENNETT. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


l:terrogatories to Jehovah. Being 
3,000 questions propounded to his Jewish 
Godship upon a great variety of subjects 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu- 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

oloth, 75 cents. 


The Bock ef Chronicles of the Pil- 


grims in the Land of Yahweh: 
so the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle t¢ 
the Zrr*h Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 
Apostle to the Truth Seekers, 


10 cents. 


The Great Religions of the World. 


10 cents. 
onen Letter to Samuel Colgate. 


| 10 cenw, 
r ^a 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY 


Subscription price, $3 per annum. 


No. . BOOKS ISSUED. A Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 


ers“ Almanac. 2 „ „ „„ 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
2. Abe el Reason, Themse Paine 25 
4. Reavers to Christian Questions. D. M. 3 
NOES P 
5. Ohristiau Absurdities. Joha Peck . 20 
6. Viotor Hagos Oration on Voltaire. 10 


T Ingersoll's Address on Bhakspere......... 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 
Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
ris and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, With ttle money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
oing to Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 
e narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Qhioago 
among bluff business men, kind hearted folks. 
and disreputable hypocrits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
goll to be interested in ; and whatever he admires 
and appreoia ton is suro tope worth one attention 
rest of the wor! rice 25 cents. 
SERS ‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Charles. Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com 


pared with Orthodox Christian- | 


ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the neces or mur 

the Edito thi lifai 
y eres p 230 Oharles Watts. With Profa 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Oolonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 

A Reply to Father Lambert's 
“Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 
Post free. . 

Christianity: Its Origin, Notre; 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 1 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. N 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defeotiv asan Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which ssthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages- Price, 10 cents. 


Evolution and Special Creation. | Th 


10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelef. 22 pages in 

cover. Price, 10 cents. : 

Nature and ihe Supernatural; or, 
Beli: fand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. . 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover, 


. Mon of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions, 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. 1 5 ty and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
5 cents. ] 

E SEEKER OO. 


A ENTS make (00 PER CERT and vin $748 CASH Prizes 


on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and ^ edicines. 
Sample free. Territory. Dr. Bridgman, 375 B'way, N. Y. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THH 


Confilet between Reason and Superstition, 
BY T. C. WIODICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


. Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER co. 


Liberty in Literature, 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
Address at the rissa to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
lished at this office. f 


AN ADDRESS 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE | 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritioal Review of the Religion 
of Man. 

OontEnTs : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Be- 
sponsibility of the Iadividual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities, Love. Wis 
dom. Oharterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So 


ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar. 


riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” ete. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. l 

The appeal is always made to & man’s reason 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 


A suggestion of s really practicable and feasi- |: 


French Inyasio 


Heroic Endeavor and a 
nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOFF. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Handsomely bound, in silk cloth 
Ink and go'd side stamps. | 

The present volume is an effort to rercue from 

| somparativ obiivion one of the many extraordi- 
aary episodes of the great French revolutionary | hall 
It points a moral that amidst repub- 
nstitutions like ours, will mot fail r+ osive 
appreciation. It shows, on one bar d, the elevat- 
ing infln«nce of newly acquired ambition 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religione 
and Political intolerance both on:the tyrant and 
n heretofore unpublished 
latter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


PER DAY. 


ALL WINTER. 
rgetic person seliag “CHAM~ 
Porisu." 

No duxt or dirt. A! 
u artiche every housekeeper will buy. 
Exclusive agency for 


ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
e romantio narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—I Boston Traveler. 
12 mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, S. ‘ 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales' ine, *ounded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. O. MIDDLETON. 
Price. ë š 10 cents. 


DOWN THEY CO! 


Best make. American Ste wind Watches, 15 
jewels. adjusted, pat. regulator, in silverine on 
only $:1; in 3 ounce coin silver, 316 4 ounse, $17 
(a few years ago $60). In best 14 kr. filed gol 
cases, open face, $ 0; hunting, 123 to $28° 14 kt. 
solid gold. $40 to 3100 : same, not adjusted. $2 1688 ; 
31 js. $110, and 7 jwls. $5 leas (lower grade 
watches, $5 $4.and $250).  . 

THE PERF: OTzD “OTTO WETISTVIN" 


d WA OH, much finer than above, full adjusted to 


heat, cold, and position, 16 jwis,and ali modern 
'mprovements, nickel movement, cased as above, 
$8 more, gilt mov't. $6 more. No one else iu the 
world sends out an eood a watch st the price 

LADI"S' GOLD BUNTING AMERICAN 
WATOHES, latest styler. best filled, 7 jwis. $17: 
11 Ja. $18 (0; 15 jwls. $25; 14 kt. solid gold, $10 
to $100 more. All sent Pp. kept inorder one 
year, and oach refunded if not satisfactory. 

DIAMONDS: in rings, nina. drops, studs, oto.. 
$10: $15; $25; $50: $1C0 to $1,000 per set. Cash re: 
funded, if not 2) Der cent below regular price. 
anv time witbin on vear, 

WEDDING RINGS: Piain, chased, with pearls, 
emeralds, rabies, moonstones, pals, garnets. 
tu: quoira, solitaires or combinat ons, a specialty, 

SUNDRIES : Rogers Bros’. triple plated knives. 
$1.75, forks, -1.75; Tea apoons, $1.80; Tables, $3 44: 
Beat svects. in the world, $1: Pebbles, $2; 14 kt. 
gold, $5 ‘more (send Jine of finest print you oan 
read without gl»aser 14 inches from eyes); Gold 
headed canes, $8; $10; $15; $20. Best razor—s 
luxurs—%2; Solid silver spoovs, $1.70 per ounce. 
Reuveneir spoons, silver, *1 25 to $2: Tea sets, 
$20 to f40; everything in the line of fancy table 
silver, novelties, plush, and art goods, gold pena, 
eto. All sent preoaid (except cutlery) subject to 
exchange or cash back, 

i OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Established 1857. Rochelle, III. 
fend for price "stg, beautiful cards In colors 

and gold of mv Freethought badges (large and 
small.) tracts, eto. Free. 


be found as instructive or amusing. 


u d 
ed. Lectures 


$3.50 


Can be made easy by any 
PION PASTE STOVE 


one or more counties 
enclosing stamp for partienli 
Address, CHAMPION CO., 46 


A patient writin 
days: “Your r we 
accomp'ish what is sa 
of which is untol d.“ 


|GIRARDS WILL 
( Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 

f Steph 
ee 
tion. 


By Rion. B. W IST RROOE, D. D., LL.D. 
Address Tux TRUTH BERKER. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by  — 
BOBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
MM e Lafayet 


[UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


Bx JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” "The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” ** The Real Blasphemers," “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytio thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book containa many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productivof 
good in furnishing food for thought. We truet it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 
merits.—(The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12mo, $4. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 
. A OOLLEOTION OF 
Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 


For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home. 


COMPILED BY 


ess THE TRUTH SE 


THE 


n of lreand in'98 


That Tell of. a 


Philadelphia. 
given competent person, 


You will et, it, 
N. Fourth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


AN INFIDEL REMEDY. 
SEND 10 CENTS TO 
Dr. FELLOWS, 
VINELAND, N. J. 
for his book on youth- 
ful errors, early decay, 
wasting weakness, lost. 
manhood &c. It sets. 
forth an External Ap- 
plication— a reliable: 
home cure,with fulldi- 


t 


Q 
Ag 
S3 


g from Da-enpor, Wait. 
2% „larpellpus, and will 
id it will do. The value 


AND STEREOPTICONS 


afford the best and cheapest means of object teaching for 

eges, Is, and Sunday Schools. O 

sortment of Views, illustrating ART, Scixncx, History, 

EAYEL, is immense. ror Home Amusement and Parler Entertainmen' 
OF Church E 


ntertainmenta, 

A very profitable business for 

a person with small capital. We Bre 

If yeu wish to know kev to eder: how to condors Pater 
— ow how er, how to conduct Park 

Public Exhibitions, etc., for M EY. 


an, 49 Nassau Street, 


Girard'smagnificent 
by the Ohristian ` 


Paper, 50 cents. 


lace, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 


sale at this office. Price, 50 cents. , | FLAGG. 


certainty, no failure. 
State where you saw 
this advertisement. 


Freethought Societies meett ly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


| whe Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y, 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Leot- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 
Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clook at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st, oor. Market 
st. Newark, N. J. R and useions on 

Ñ cial questions. Beats fróe and 


American Secular Unión, Newark 
Branch, . 197 5 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7.30. Lectures, debates, and discus: 
piong on all important seouiar subjects. Pros. 
dent, HrNrY BD; Seoretary, OokaA BELLA 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion Dd 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Beu ord avenue an 

, E. B., at 3 P.M., ever 
Sunday. Leotures followed by discussion. Plat. . 
form free. Oharles Mopnholland, secretary, 248 ` 
Br way; B. yn, E. D. : 


‘| Philadelphia Liberal League 925; 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad an d 
Wood sí8.,at 2 0 and 7:30 P. M, for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questionp, 
Able speskers interest the audience. N.B.—Troth 
Seeker publications alwayson hand atcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-mon first and third days, att? 
P. M., at the oar all. ‘All frienda of humain 


days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30'A.M. Free discussion on all ral subjects. 
Subscriptions to UTH SEEKER and Investi-. 
gator are solicited. B. G. Surrey Oor. B. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Fort Dearborn Hall, 181 West Madison street. 
and at 116 Fifth avenue. Lectures and debates. 
Strangers from abroa are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Lecture Followed 
by debates. The publio cordially invited. i 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
' Society 


Meet" every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. - : 


Port Angeles Secular Union. 


Meets every Sunday at 7:80 P. x. in Macdon- 
ald's Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. Lei- 
ures, songs, and select jonain . Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects, Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRAN 


The West End Progressive Lib- 

eral Union l 
Of Los Angeles, Osl., meets semi-monthly, firat 
and. third Sundays at 8 o'clock, p.M., at arra 
Hall. Everybody. invited, . B. M. BERBA, 
Pros.: J. H. MoWrrLIAMS, Rec. Sec. 


K MoRsE, Cor. Bec. 


The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Ot Roeder, Wash., meeta every first and third 
Sunday in the month at the Roeder. achool-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems, 
greatest freedom rded al. Our motto, 
J 


a 


Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. Brom, Pres; 
. W. BELL, Mos-Fres. ÜxAnLES Suna, Beo. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Club, 

Meets every Funday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, A. x. Visiting Lib-. 

erals invited to attend. OOL. A, HABRIS Pres. . 
I8AACB. LEE, Seo. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York, Í 
With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black oloth, silver side stamp. 
Prices 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY 
Bv Lupwig FEUERBAOH. 
Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot. 
Price, $3, 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT 


, Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
| 18x15inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid 
for 23 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKEF, 


i; 
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Agents for the Trath Seeker. FORCE AND 1 ATI ER: 


Star News Depot, 2, 2,008 ‘oda ave., Birmin gham 
: Side 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Ball & McCarter. 7 W. First st., Los PETA 
Edwards & & McKnight, : 12 W. 1st st., Los 


Principles of s Natural Order 
of tue Universe, With a Sys- 
tem of Morality Based 


58 ERE Publishing O»., 888 Howard tt., Thereon. 

San Francisco. Bx Prorrsson LUDWIG BUOHNER, M. D. 
Max News Stand, 1st & Main sts., LosAngeles. OONTENTS : 
J. C. Scott, 22 Third st., San. Francisco, Cal. | Force and Matter, The Fitneas of Things in 


] Pnmortaiity of Matter, Nature (Teleology) 
pmmortal.ty of Foros, Man 
Infinity of Matter,  Braih and and Mind, 


iue of Matter, 
Minen Ben Ge ge 
Form, Seat of the Soul, 
immutability of Natural onaje Ideas 
aws, The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Forsonal Oontinuance, 
Or4e, : 


Estate of 8. C. Blake, 508 Kearny st., San 
Francisco. 1 Tatsco.. 

Richardson Bros., 218 Grant ave., San Fran- v. 
Ge Fete . OANADA. 

T. C. Allen&Co.,124 Granville st., Halifax, N. S. 
James Foster, Welland, On. ~ 

Thos. Moffatt, Orillia, Ont. 

R. W. Wheeler & Go., Hamilton, Ont. 


COLORADO. Tus Heavens, the Creation pe or Brutos, 
J. C. Richey, 207 Harm ave., Leadville. of the Earth, M 


Original Generation 
r Generation, 


Price $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER co 


IS THIS YOUR SOI, ind 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


€t The shame iss doth call pas Fm 
^ remedy." 


— 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00,, 
28 Lafayette Place, New Tork. 


LIFEOF  . 
Joshua Davidson: 
MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 


FLORID 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st. 2 Jacksonville, 


IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. ; 
. . ILLINOIS. 
Mrs. S. E. A mes, 169 Washington st. ; Chicago. 
Post 7 News Co., 108 Adams st., Chicago. 
G. E. Wilson, 417 State gt., and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
J. W. Howe, 48 8. E Hlalstead st., 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
Wm. E. Fa r, South Bend 
LOUISIANA. 
Hw Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., New Grleans. 


N. d. Fessenden 434 Congress. st., Portland, 
MASSAORUSETTS. 

Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 

Johnson Bro's 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 

A. M. Driscoll, 78$ Front st., Worcester. 
MIOHIGAH. 

B. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 

Chas. Sach, Woodbine Cottage, Coit ave., | 

| Grand Rap ids. 

C. Holton & Co. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 

Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. - 

Phillip Roeder, 822 Olive at. a Louia. 

E. T. Jett, 802 ‘Olive st., St. 


ora 
Gee dane Obsorva- 


Chicago. 


NEW JERSEY. 
John Hossack, Danforth and Ocean ave., As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
Jersey City. | BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 
NEW YORE. +- 


Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York, Author of “A Pretest anan Plea,” in Order or 


Burnton & Co. 129 Fourth ave., New. York. 


H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New Tork. Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp, - 78 Cents 
Mr. Kelly, 1243 Third ave., New York. 
R. W. Turner. 349 4th ave., New York. WT This book was suppressed by the first Amer. 


E. Friedman, 72 Canal st., New York. 
H. Cohn, 820 West st. New Tork. 
Morris Ash, 130 Broadway, New York. 
George Gross, 1693 Broadway, New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New Tork. 
J. H. Russell, Fulton & Nassau sts. 
J. Vanden Broeck, 897 Bleecker st. „New York. 
New York News Co., 20 Beekman st., 
[3 J. King. 179 Bo. Pearl st., Albany. 

E. C. Weidman, 126 State gt., Rochester. 

- OHIO. 

John Jacques, Akron. 


ican publisher, mp : 
L. K. Washburn’s Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 
iustus sting human oc conduct on she. Sabbath is 


The False Teaching of of the Chris- 
tian Church. . “The irt -nine 
Articles of the. Obristian church i ‘are Dante 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 


N. Hexter, 808 Superior atreet, Cleveland. * F persi oe of ETIE ae 
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. er» or orden, to induce the Deity to under- 


Ben. Woods, 819 Chillicothe street, Ports- 
outh. [Cleveland. 
Larwood, Bartlett & Day, 259 Buperior st., 
ORRGON, 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
W. Wedeken. Portland, Ore. 
Handley.& Kelly, 150 lat st, Portland. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 723 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Lon ora, 25 Richmond st., Fhila. 
J. A. Kirk. 
H. Heyne, 10th pen Market sts., Phila. 
Roman Staley, cor. Wood And 4th ave., 
Pittsburgh. 
RHODE ISLAND. 
Carr, 947 Higa st., Providence. : 
H. J. Reilly, 418 High st., Providence. 
THNNRSSHH. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co., "a d 
TEXAS. > 
. Andruss, Denison. 
. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
E. A. Andrea, 916 Main st.. Dallas. 
E. L. Merrill, 624 Elm st., East Waco. 
UTAH. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
W. Wilkinson, Logan- 
WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Stine Bros., Walla Walla. . 
Q. B. Reynolds, Dn 5 Freemont. 


NGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Qourt, Fleet st.,| 
London. 
C. Stocker, 29 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 
AUSTRALIA. : 
Chas. H. Bamford, 190 Little Collins st., East 
Melbourne, Victoria. Eu 
W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. S. W. 
NEW ZEALAND. 
A. D. Willis, Wanganui. 


e of one against the Colorado 


"beetle! p "Price, 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesus. Prioe, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Publie Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


LIFE AND CAREER 


H. 
J. 


George J acob Holyoake. 


Freethinker wants this Life of the Great 
Secularist, by the Father of Secularism 


Price, 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. 
Address this Office. 


— i 2 ý 2 
Evolution Series. 
—0— 

Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
_ Ethical Association on Evolution . 


in Science and Art. 


one pn * . gamy Wallace, by Edward D. 
o. L. yap Ernst st Ha PORC] d by Thaddeus B. Wake- 
man ; with portrait. 
Price, 10 Cents each, 


For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


Miss Wixon's Works. 
All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romanee: 


12mo, 200pp., $1. 
SING, BROTHERS, BIN G. Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
0 


^ USE THE r Boys and Girls. 12mo, 383pp., $1.25. 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK |Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


In our meetings, to make them lively and inter- some and Interesting Book ien t Bapersti- 
meetings, iake them ively nter. Ms gsti. 


English 


K con 8 BONgE tion, for Ohildren and Yout 
n the best posts, adapted to well-known tunes. thinkers’ Ohildren’s Ai Boke DE sued. 
AES Mi. hiy recommended by Messrs; Wakeman, 66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
right, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
i ad, indeed 1 , by all who hav exzmined it. Price trated covers; 4to, 224pp., boards, $1. 
% conta Address Tux TRUTE BEN OG. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. . 


Charles Bradlaugh | 


MYTHS AND MYTH-M AKERS, 


Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
Comparative Mythology. 
By Joun FisKR, M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College 
Price, $2. 


BEYOND THE VEIL. 
Claimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B. 
Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. McDougall and Mrs. 

] Luna Hutchinson. (Spir.] 
Steel Engraving of ‘Randolph. Price, $1.50. 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham. - 


med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that Doctrine 
which was begun and carried 
on by him in Arabia. 
BALE'S edition. A Price, $1.50. 


HUMES ESSAYS. 
Essays and Treatises. Autobiography and Dia- 
~ logues on Natural Religion. 


By Davi» Hume. Price, $1.60. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 
: By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 
4 Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
Portrait. ` 
Price, pap., 50 ct&.; clo., $1. 


Man’s Nature and Development, 


By HENRY G. ATKINSON, F.G.S., and HARBIET 
MARTINEAU. 
Price, 


Infldel’s or Inquirer's Text- Hook. 
Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. 
By Ros't Cooper. Price, $1. 
Origin and Development of Relig. 


ious Ideas and Beliefs, 
By Morris EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 
With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


$1.50. 


— 


A BUSINESS MAN'S SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS. — — 
From a Poor Man's Standpoint. Price, $1. 


KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNY 
Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS. TO EUGENIA. 
A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices 
By Baron D'HoLBAOH. 


Price, $1. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 
Ultimating in the Religion of Science. 
By HupsoN TUTTLE, (Spir.] 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


LIFE OF PAIN * 
By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


— . 


Mortality of the Soul and the Im. 


mortality of 1is Elements. 
By A. B. DE PELLEGRINI. . 
Price, 15 cents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 
Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated. 
Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on the Population Question. 
By R. D. Owen. 


- - - 


Price, 35 cents. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. Bznserr. 
Prioe, 10 cents. 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 


Church Doctrines. 
By W.8.BanLow. (Spir] Price, 10 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 


Br HurLBUT and WAKEMAN. 
Price. 10 cents, 


{CHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and inexpressib| ae hable 
= a and on "Ohristi wd 


Price, 10 cents. | 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 
By C. B. RzrNorps. 
Price, 5 cenis. 


For all of the above books address 
THE SEEKER OO. 
is Lafayette Pi., NewYork, 


{ 
v4 Tor all of the above books address 
| THE 


BIBLE-WHENCE AND WHAT: 
By R. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL. D). 
Price, $1 


Socialism and Utilitarianism, 


By Joan STUART Minz. 
Price, $1. 


A Legacy to the Friends of Free Dis- 
cussion, 
By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 


Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral Phi- 
Janthropists, at Tammany Hall, New Tork. 


Price, $1. 


APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT. 


The Gospels, Epistles, etc., attributed to Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles, and not included 
in the New Testament. 
$1. 


ASTRO-THEOLOGICAL LECTURES. 
By Rev. Ron'r TAYLOR. 
Price, $1.50. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 


A Thorough Examination and Refutation of the 
Claims of the Sabbatärians. 


Price, 10 cents. 


RELIGION OF COMMON SENSE. 
By Pror. LIEBRECHT ULIOH, of Germany 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION — 


A Historical and Critical Review. With Replies 
to an Objector. 
By Gzorcs W. Brown, M.D. 


Price, 15 cents. 


Price, . . . : 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


By FRANCES WRIGHT. 


‘Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. ` 


Price, 75 cents. 


AN EYE-OPENER. 
* Citateur, Par Ph;zult." 
Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. 
By ZEPA. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; 


Antiquity and Duration of the World 


By G. TOULMAN. 


cloth, 75 cents. 


! Price, 20 cents. 


ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIP 
OF THE ANCIENTS. 
By GILBERT VALE. 
| Price, 20 cents. 


Autobiography of Robert PS 
| Price, 15 cents. 


BHAGAVAD- GITA. 


A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna 
and Arjuna. 
Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. 
Price, $2. 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
Revelation. 


By Lovis JACOLLIOT. 


Price, $2. 


BIBLE IN THE BALANCE. 


A Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rev. J. G. Fass. 


- - 


Price, $1.50. 


BIBLE INQUIRER. 


148 Suriking Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences. 


Ed A. JACOBSON. 


Price, 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na- 
tions of Antiquity; Origin and Meaning. 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 
“Cyclopedia of Reference.” 

Many Illustrations. 


| 8vo, 600pp., price, $2.50, 


BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 
Historical Exposition of the Devil-and his 
Fiery Domains. 
By KERSEY GRAVES. 
Price, 35 cents. 


35 cents. 


H f 
i 18 Lafayette Pl., NowYork. 


7252 
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Bews of the Beek, 


AT the International Peace Congress in 
Rome resolutions were adopted in favor of 
partial military disarmament, the creation of 
an international tribunal of arbitration, and 
the establishment at Berne of a permanent 
International Peace Bureau. 


Tur Ruesian synod has decided that no 
vessels belongirg to the 
chwch or used at the 
church service shall be 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS,|GODS AND RELIGIONS 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 200 of the Leading Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Beien- 

- biste, eto. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Ment to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; mor., g. e., $4.50. 


. BYD. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


given to a Jewish artisan Z = 

for repair, and to impose 
a heavy fine upon the 
trustees of a church or 
the clergyman who em- 
ploy a Jew at any work 
belorging to their insti. 
tution. 


CATBHOLIOS are jubilant 
over the decisicn of the 
Bupreme Council of 
Canada pronouncing un- 
constitutional the law of 
Manitoba abolishing sep- 
arate state-paid Catholic 
tchcols in that province. 
However, Premier Green- 
‘way will appeal from the 
decision to the London 
Privy Council and take - 
the case before the queen, 


Jus Davymson, of 
New York city, was 
aroused at 6 30 o'clock 


the other morning by a 
crash of glass. e hur- 
ried down stairs and 


found a man in the par- 
lor preying. The man 
was in his shirt-sleeves, 
and bad broken through 
the parlor window. I 
was sent here by St. John 
to pray,” said the man. 
Mr. Davidson sent for a 
policeman. ` 


Ir is now doubted 
that there was any dan- 
ger of revival of the 
empire in Brszil. Many 
say that Fonseca as- 
sumed his present posi- 
tion of dictator solely 
from ambition. He has suppressed hberty 
of writing and speaking. Ouly a part of the 
navy is for him, and the sar guinary scenes of 
Chili may be duplicated. 


AzoBBISHOP ComEiGaAN states that Dr. 
McGiynn can obtain from the holy see a read-. 
ing of a perdon for review of his case ouly 
bv complyir g with these conditions : ** 1. That 
McGlynn bimseif make the re quest and state 
his grievances. 2 That he pubicly condemn 
all that be has said and done of an insulting 
character as against the archbishop and as 
against the holy see. 8 That he be ready to 
abide by the orders and submit to the judg 
ment of the apostolic see. 4 That he promis 
to abstain from any public utterance or 
assistance at any meeting on the matter under 
consideration.” g 


Ds. Kumpstsr, one of the United States 
commissioners to Europe to examin our im- 
migration, says: This Jewish persecution 
is responsible for the poverty of the Russian 


peasants, and the famin which they are now | 


suffering. Heretofore the Jews hav gone 
through the ccuntry buying the grain as it 
stands in the field after being cut. This year 
the Jews hav been so busy getiieg away from 
Russian persecution that they bav been un- 
able to buy the grain. The peasants cannot 
find a market for it, and it lies rotting in the 
fields. Much of the suffering might be alle- 
viated, were it not for tne priests.” 


Tug anti-Catholic Indian school commis- 
sioner Morgan has evoked fresh anger from 
the priests by directing an assistant: ** Make 
spe Cial ir quiry into the character and qnali- 
fications of the employees [of the contract 
Catholic schoole] Compare the course of 
study in those schools with the course 
of study provided for the government 
schools, and point out any defec's or any 
superiority which you may discover in it. I: 
is the purpose heresfter to promote pupils 
from the contract schools to government 
schools wherever it is found that the course 
of study is defectiv or the faculties for 
industrial training are wanting, or ‘ for other 
reasons.’ ” 


Prespent Harrison. has issued a procla- 
mation sayiog tnat our ‘‘ marvelous pros- 
perity " has been so special that every home 
has felt its comforting iofluence. It is too 
great to be the work of man’s power and 
too particular to be the device of his mind. 
To God, the beneficent and the all-wise, who 
makes the labors of men to be fruitfu!, 
redeems their losses by his grace, and the 
measure of wilose giving is as much beyond 
the thoughts of man as it is beyond his 
deserts, the praise and gratitude of the people 
of this favored nation sre justly due. Now, 
therefore, I Benjamin Harrison. president of 
the Uaited States of America, do hereby ap- 
point Thursday, the 26h day of November 

resent, to be a day of joyful thanksgiving to 

d for the bounties of his providence.” 


So went Satsn forth from the presence of 
his crown.—Job ii, 7 : 


THIRD EDITION. 


My Religious Experience. 
By S. P, Putnam, 
Price, - - 25 cents. 


OTHER WORKS BY 8. P. PUTNAM. 
The New God. Price, 10 cents, 


The Problem of the Univers», ane 


its Soentific Solution. with some Oriücism: 
of Un versoiogy. Price 20 cents. 


Waifs and Wand ringe, A New 
Ameriean Story. P ice, cloth, $1 00; paper. 
50 o nts. A prose epic of the war, rich witb 
incident and dramatic power; breezy fron. 
first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day."—Jo^n Swinion’s Paper. . ] 

“Th: 


Golden Throne, A Romance. 
author ertainly bas genius. The divine 
creativ spark is with bim. 1 he book is filled 
with manly thoughts. expressed in manh 
wor's—the transcript of & manly mind. 
Every Liberal shou'd read Golden Throne. 


—IngersoW - Price, $1. - 


Ingersoll and J^sus. A convereatior 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Centur* 
Infidel and the Galitean Reformer, wherein 
itis showe there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. : 

“Tt 


Prometheus, A Poem. je 
crammed with life, thought, and profound 
emotion, poured forth, it seems to me, with 
ties beauty.“ Dr. Henry W. Bellows, 

a] . 


Why Don't He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic poems. Price, 10cents. 


Adami and Heva. A poetic version 
of the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
which its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents, 
For all of the above sddrees : 

HE TRU.H SEEKVR: CO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 


Crimes and Persecutions. 


8v0, 1,119pp. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
. gilt edges, $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
` 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


FOR SALE. 


A Farm of 24 Acres. 


Splendidly located. Rich soil—can raise wheat, 
barley. eto. O-chards produce largely. House, 
barn, and other bu'lding* in firat-olasa condition. 
Is called “a model farm." Within a. short dis- 
tanc3 of New York city Price reagonab e on easy 
terms. Owner (an old TRUTH SEEKER subscriber) 
retiring on account of old age. 

Addresa . WHITE, 
Bed Bank, N. J. 


SATAN MAKETH JOB; VERY UNCOMFORTABLE. : 
the Lord, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto 


ANCIENT. AND MODERN TIMES 
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Gans of Thought. 


To explain where I come from, what I am, 
and whither I go, is above my comprehen- 
sion; and yet all that is. I am like the 
watch, that exists without possessing the 
| consciousness of existence. Napoleon Bona- 
parte, ins 


Ir the Jehovah of the Jews is the real God, 
` I do not wish to be his 
: = friend. From him I 
neither ask, nor expect, 
nor would J be willing 
to receive, even an 
eternity of joy.—Inger- 


Nor has the recent his- 
tory of the United States 
been leze fruitful in les- 
sons. Yellow fever, 
which formerly swept | 
not ouly Southern cities 
but even New York and 
Philadelphia, has now 
been almost entirely 
warded off. Such epi- 
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demics as that in Mem- 
phis a few years since, 
and the immunity of the 
city from such visitations 
since its sanitary condi- 
tion was changed by Mr. 
Waring, are a most 
striking object-lesson to 

the whole country. 
Cholera, which again . 
and again swept the 

country, has ceased to 
be feared by the public 
at large. Typhua fever, 
once 80 deadly, is now 
rarely heard of. . . . 
This development of 
sanitary science and 
hygiene in the United 
States has been coinci- 
dent with a marked 
chavge in the attitude of 
the American pulpit as re- 
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gards the theory of dis- 
ease. In this country, as 
. in others, down to a pe- 
riod within living men’s 
. memory, deaths due to 
want of sanitary precau- 
tions were constantly 
dwelt upon in funeral sermons as “results of 
national sin," or as ''inscrutable provi. 
dences.” That view has mainly passed away 
among the clergy of the more enlightened 
parts of the country, and we now find them, 
as a rule, activ in spreading useful ideas as 
10 the prevention of disease.—Prof. A. D. 
White: l l 


Doper is the father of knowledge.—R. C. 
Adams. 


Aut church councils are, don^tless, 
infallible, being composed of men — Voltaire, 


To guard against the enterprises of a 
haughty pontiff who wished to reign over 
kings, to shelter their persons from the 
attempts of credulous nations excited by 
the priests, several European princes hav 
pretended to hold their crowns and rights of 


God alone, and to be accountable only to 


him for their actions. After a long contest 
between the civil and spiritual power, the 
former at length triumphed ; and the priests, 
forced to yied, acknowledged the divine 
right of kirgs and preacbed it to the 
people, reserving the liberty of changing 
tbeir minds and of preaching revolt, when- 
ever the divine rights of kings clashed with 
the divine rights of the clergy. It was 
always at the expense of nations, that peace 
was concluded between kings and priests; 
but the latter, in spite of treaties, always pre- 
served their pretensions.—D Holbach, 


ArrHoUGH Christ was to return before the 
end of the then generation, all nations” 
were, by that time, to hav heard his gospel. 
But, then, poor Christ, although he bad 
helped to create“ the world, had no notion 
of what all nations” or all the world” 
meant. With him, all the world” was 
little more than the limited area in waich be 
had 'ived and moved as a planer of boards or 
8 spinner of sermons. There were no maps 
on the wall of the schoalroom where he 
learnt his Aleph, Beth, Gimel, or A, B, C; 
and his schoolmaster never said to him: 
„Well, Christ, my boy, take that pointer and 
point out to me Rhode Island, Labrador, 
Patagonia, Australia, and New Z:aland.” 
‘Christ, my boy," and his fatner had 
** created ” those places; but it was so long 
ago that Christ had forgotten all about them, 
ard was of op'nion that he could see “ all 
the kingdoms of the world" from the top of 
“a very high mountain," where he had a 
lesson in geography from the devil. If 
COoriet had not forgotten the extent of the 
world he had helped to c-eate,” he would 
likely not hav expected that his gospel would 
cover the whole of it, even as the waters 
cover the channel of. the sea,” before the 
geveration he knew bad passed away. Per- 
adventure, althongh he c-eated” the 
world in six days, he has been devoting the 
last eighteen nundred years to cnsmography 
and geography, 80 a8 to be en rapport when 
he comes again with the necessary attain- 
ments of a Redeemer.”—Saladin. ` 
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Hotes and Glipgings. 


In Chili the Catholic is the religion of the 
state, but all others are protected by the con- 
stitution. The clergy are paid by the 
government. 


Ar the convention of the Christian Alli- 
ance in Hartford recently the Rev. R. Kelso 
Carter announced the second coming of 
Christ within four years. 


Ix London, according to the last official 
criminal returns, there has been a greater 
security for property and persons in the 
metropolis during 1890 than in any previous 
year included in the statistical returns. 


AMoxG the many hermits in Maine, John 
Hallon, of Key’s Corner, in Wakefield, is the 
queerest. He believes in witches, and every 
night, despite his seventy years, he mounts 
guard with a shotgun to shoot any hob- 

goblins that may issue from the hedges. 


A rate “ History of Commerce” says that 
just as there always is commercial rivalry in 
the individual, individuals making the com- 

` munity, so hav there arisen rivalries between 
states, and it has been trade as much as relig- 
icn which has been at the bottom of many a 


cruel war. 


A oHERRY tree in a colony of negroes near 
Lake Contrary, Mo., bloomed recently, and 
an old colored woman, who is credited with 
supernatural powers, declared that it was an 
omen of the approaching end of the world. 
The colony became excited, held religious 
gervices, and waited for the end. But two 
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See —— Gave Thanks to a cruel 


Homeless and poore 
A with despaivinhereues, 
ga Naked her bosom, 

% her head and her feet, | 

Í Hopeless and sick 
$4 with shivering st idis] 

V Freezingand numb: 
: withe pitile $s street, 
Inthe cd white street ; 
34 where thestormblew wid 
sive stood clasping 

^ her famished child. 
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A THANKSGIVING SERMON. l 
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weeks passed and the excitement began to 
subside. Then several trees bloomed and all 
the negroes in the colony packed their house- 
hold goods and left the place. 


Waitk the American Sabbath Union has 
been attempting to close the barber-shops on 
Sunday, the Wesleyans, in conference at 
Grand Rapids, Mich., hav solved the whole 
problem by deciding that the ‘‘ mutilation of 
Natures handiwork by trimming the 
whiskers is against the law of God,” and 
instructing the revision committee to 
** report a resolution against shaving." 


Ong great company has a monopoly of 
Paris funerals, the jdea that has led to its 
establishment being that enough money 
might be made out of the costly funerals to 
permit of a great many for little or nothing. 
The funerals are divided into ten classes. 
The first six only are remunerativ. They 
vary from 8,000 francs to 100000 francs. 
The eighth class costs 22 francs; the ninth, 
8 francs,snd the tenth is free. There are 
about 35,000.annual free interments. There 
is talk, however, of abolishing the monopoly. 


* JgrLy.riSH Christianity” is, in the opin- 
ion of the bishop of Liverpool, the great 
danger of these times.” The jelly. fish, though 
pretty and graceful in the sea, is no socner 
cast sshore than he becomes a mere helpless 
lump. Jelly-fish Christianity makes an idol 
of Christian virtues, while it proposes to 
sweep awsy all denominational barriers. 
There are thousands of jelly. fish clergymen 
and countless jelly fish sermcns every year. 
Legions of jelly-fish students are turned out 
of the universities, and there are myriads of 


jelly-fish worshipers; all of which, 
bishop, is the erate of an unhappy dread of 
dogma. 


* Ir is a great mistake,” says an architect, 
** to suppose that men are becoming smaller 
physically. When I was in Europe, in Mun- 
ich, we gave a grand ball and the city au- 
thorities decided to let the artists hav the use 
of the medieval armor stored in the museum 
there. There were only two suits of armor 
which could be worn by us. These were the 
suits of giants of that time. The rest, which 
belonged to the ordinary-sized, strong medie- 
val soldiers, were too small for us. Would 
this not tend to show that we are larger than 
our ancestors were?“ 


Lors OrrEDEL, a clergyman of Stavanger, 
Norway, lately accused himself of immorality 
from the pulpit of his church before a large 
congregation, in the manner of a clergyman 
in the United States a few months ago. His 
family were in the congregation also. At 
the close of the services he rose with his 
confession and an appeal for forgivness. 
Laments were heard on all sides. Upon 
asking those who forgave him to rise the 
whole congregation rose. Oftedel is fifty- 
three years old. In 1882 he was elected to 
the Storthing. He raised a great political 
agitation through the country by organizing 
prayer-meetings, and he gained his great 
influence chiefly as an apostle of public 
morality. 


Tae Frenchman Max O'Rell says: The 
American is the best-humored fellow in the 
world. The Westerner may pull out a pistol 
and shoot you if you annoy him, but neither 
he nor the Eastern man will wrangle for mas- 
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says the|tery. If such was not the case, do you be- 


lieve for a moment that the Americans would 
submit to the rule of the ‘ rings,’ the ‘ leaders,’ 
and the ‘bosses? The Americans are the 
most docil people in the world. They are 
the slaves of their servants, whether these are 
high officials or the ‘reduced duchesses’ of 
domestic service. They are so submitted to 
their lot that they seem to find it quite nat- 
ural. The Americans are lions governed by 
bulldogs and asses. They hav given them- 
selvs a hundred thousand masters, these folks 
who laugh ‘at monarchies, for example, and 
scora the rule of a king, as if it were better 
to be bullied by a crowd than by an individ. 
ual.” 

A PHILANTHREOPIO lady of the government 
of Tambov, Russia, who owns several vil- 
lages, has caused all the liquor stores in her 
villages to be closed, and established in their 
stead tea-houses, where peasants can get 
meat, rolls, and all the tea they can drink for 
a mere nominal sum. On Sunday she and 
her hugband spend the afternoon in these tea- 
houses, reading useful books and extracts 
from the newspapers to the guests. The 
peasants are greatly pleased with this inno- 
vation. The tea-houses are patronized, and 
drunkenness is almost unknown in those vil- 
lages where they are established. As the 
scheme was a suggestion of the novelist Tol- 
stoi, the church authorities at once established 
a supervision over them, with the special 
object of preventing the benevolent lady 
and her husband from reading 'Tolstoi's 
works, or any heretical books to the peas- 
ants on Sunday. But the philanthropic 
couple do not mind this, and continue their 
good work undisturbed. 
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A Communications. 


Angels: What Are They! 


It has been said that imagination rules the world. 
It i8 (rue, mueh that passes for knowledge is nothing 
but imagination. Along with other cognate fancies, 
‘mankind generally has entertained the notion that 
there exists somewhere in the realms of space a race 
of celestial beinge—sngels or demons—much superior 
to man in knowledge and power of locomotion, who 
can skip from siar to star as we mortels jump a 
gutter. 

. The angels belonging to Grecian theology are 

called gods and goddesses, thereby recognizing both 
sexes, and many of them bearing individual names, 
as Juno, Pallas, Minerva, Apollo, etc.—all subject as 
ee to do the will of great Jove, the supreme 
god. 
Our old Mosaic seripture furnishes no clue to the 
origin, sex, or number of angela in its system. Like 
the Grecian, however, they are messengers and 
instruments to execute the will of a Jehovah. The 
Israelites encountered them occasionally without 
much surprise. This should surprise the modern 
believer. : 

The first appearance of an angel in Bible story is 
when Hagar floes from the jealous wrath of Sarab, 
who charges Abram with free love and makes it hot 
for Hagar. Here an angel, instead of alarming Hager, 
‘comforts her. This was the great occision for the 
first appearante of an angel in domestic affairs; but 
it was not the last, if there is any truth in the stories 
of the births of Isaac, of Samuel, of John the Baptist, 
eto. No intimation is given that there were any 
female angels in those days, while meddling male 
ones bobbed up frequently. The next ingtance 
reported is of three angels, in likeness of men, 
comforting Sarah and making her Iaugh—though she 
lied to Abram about it—while he went off to the 
pasture and fetched a fat cai, had it dressed, get it 
before the angels, and then stood by a tree while 
they did eat. Poor Abram! 

Soon after this instructiv episode, two of these 
angels, or two others, called on Lot upon some angelic 
business. In appearance they were comely young 
men, and for that very reason, as the story goes, the 
neighbors made a raid on Lot's cabin. The angela 
eueseeded, however, in abducting Lot and his two 
daughters; and then, when at a safo distance, 
revengefully sent fire and brimstone upon all left 
behind. This was no feminin job. And it was no 
feminin angel that stopped Balsam'a ass. As few 
Ohriatians ever read the whole of that sacred story 
understandingly I will epitomize it. A certain chief 
of a belligerent tribe, on getting wind that Balsam 
was going to lend his prophetic influence to the 
enemy, secured the services of an angel ascoutered as 
aknight-errant, to intercept and try to induce him to 
return. But the Don Q :ixote rig of the angel braced 
in the road, brandishing a sword, frightened the ass, 
which shied off into the field. No instance is given of 
any woman being frightened by au angel, but in this 
case the assis. For some angelic reason the angel 
is invisible to Balaam, who wellops and goads his ass 
back into the road. This scene is twice repeated, and 
then the ass, becoming at onc» disgusted and inspired, 
lifts up his voice and speaks or brays a protest. But 
the fright of the ass saved Balasm’s life; for the 
angel informs him that had the ass not shied he 
would surely hav slain him. Faith in this angelic 
procedure has no use for human reason ; but let that 
pess. The fact remsins, however, that in this little 
drama the ass is the most interesting if not the 
principal character. 

There is no direct revelation in holy writ touching 
the sex function. of angels—whether they are male, 
female, hermaphrodite, or neuter—and we are left to 
grope our way among the genders. We don’t know 
ee of an angel Jacob wrestled with all that 
night. 

Oa reading our old scriptures, though some 
prophets throw out hints, one never thinks of such 
a thing as a bad angel; but when we gei down to 
apostolic times, the devil and his angels are spoken 
of as legions. They hav increased prodigiously by 
some means, and still remain masculin or neuter. 
It was not till Ohristians were introduced to the 
beautiful specimens of Grecian art in sculptured 
goddesses that the idea of a feminin ange! draped 
d la baliét was evolved. And then, es Obristians 
alwaye go to extremes, all angela of theirs ever after 
were beautiful aud feminin. 

Then the Ohristians caught another beautiful ides 
from the Greeks. These so-called pagans already 
enjoyed a belief in the existence of guardian angels. 
:When they undertook any enterprise, a friendly 
goddess guided them; when they slept, an angel 
goddess guarded them from harm. The Obristians 
got hold of most of the stock of the guardian angel 
business, formed a trust company, and hav claimed 
a monopoly from that day to this. 

Then began the pious work of painting and aculpt- 
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pring angels all in feminin beauty, clad, if clad at 


all, in a way that would terribly shock a sniffing 
Comstock. P" e 

But hold! the angel is not yet finished. Geese 
and buzzards hav wings; yet down to this time no 


`] one had thought of tacking them on angels. No 


angel had ever come on the stage with such appen- 
dages. The Christian world allowed the angels to 
get along somehow without wings for four hundred 
years from the time that Peter swore that he knew 
not the man Jesus. In the fifth century one Nonnus, 
an Egyptian post, suggested wings in addition te 
legs as a help to them in flitting from one sunbeam 
to another. This poetic wing idea was adopted and 
sanctified by the Christian church, and no angel ever 
efter was carved or caricatured without wings. 

The origin, character, and performances of angels 
were moro diseussed centuries ago than now. Some 
Ohristian fathers argued that they had once as mon 
lived on earth and had been transformed; while 
others held that much scripture indicates their 
priority to man. The Koran supports the latter 
view; it declares that the angel commissioned to 
prevent Adam from eating the forbidden fruit was, 
for neglect, changed toa stone. But this question 
of priority has not yet been settled by any theolo- 
gian. It is one of those things about which the 
more we learn the less we know. i 

But we hav now in paint and marble—iometimes 
meanly in wood and plaster—tha conventional angel, 
in form and size of a beautiful lass, with gauge likes 
drapery and the old but neat psyche knot of hair. 
It is a pretty Grecian goddess, not a meddling Mosaic 
angel, that watches over our graves. 

The vital question still remains: What is an angel 
anyhow? The man whose mare has won for him a 
thousand dollars in a racs may cell her his angel; 
the wooer will call his loved one an angel until she 
discards him; and the poet may sing the depths of 
his love to his angel sweet, his ideal dove; but it is 
the mother, whan she looks upon and clasps her 
first-born, who knows best whet sn angelis. Has 
she not one of her own? And when she looks at the 
father she may or may not think an angel sent it. 
From ali which we learn that we either make or fancy 
our own angels. L. G. Rez. 
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Respect for the Aged. 
There is an idea prevalent among civilized people 


that the aged and infirm should be treated with 
respect; their services, if any, remembered to their 


oredib; their shortcomings overlooked ; in fine, that 


they should be objects of universal charity. 

This is well, but we sometimes find individual 
cases in which this rule is flagrantly disregarded. 

It is one of these to which I would eall the atten- 
tion of Tse Teura Suexer family, many of whose 
members hav been guiliy of remarks about an aged 
and helpless being that were harsh and disrespectful, 
if not absolutely cruel. l 

We do not claim to be innocent of the charges we 
are making against others, bub, having repented and 
come to the confessional, we crave absolution for 
the pasi, and ere this spirit of contrition departs we 
would exhort other members of our family to follow 
our lead, and caase to spurn the whims, however silly 
and childish, of a helpless being, whose race is nearly 
run, and who, ere long, will sleep with his fathers. 

But who, we are asked, is the individual who hag 
been so badly treated ? 

Well, he has had several names, bat a short sketch 
of his career will serve better than sny name and 
perhaps do more fo challenge the respect and enlist 
the sympathy of charitable people than sny number 
of names. f 

The first really good act he ever did was clogged 
with a bad one. 

He put a man and a woman into a beautiful 
garden with privilege to eat of everything therein, 
excapting the fruit of one tree, which, if eaten by 
them, would giv them unlimifed knowledge of good 
and evil. 

Although we hav recommended him to your 
charity we are not trying to defend him, snd we 
cheerfully admit that he should hav commanded 
rather than hav forbidden them to obtain this 
knowledge ; but he chose to forbid them, and when 
beguiled into disobedienee by a serpent, the landlord 
gave the serpent a cussing and sentenced him to 
oe upon his belly ali the days of hia life (Gon. iii, 

We submit that this was s little rough on the first 
teacher of human kaowledge and education, but our 
landlord was then in the palmy days of his youth ; 
he was a little conceited ; he wanted his own way, and 
did not hesitate to enforce his wishes so long as he 
was able. TENE 

The first lesson was a good one, however, and it 
bore good fruit (Gen. iii, 7), but the landlord was 
angry, and immediately ordered them to leave the 
garden, fearing that they would eat some more and 
get so smart and strong that he could no longer boss 
them about as he pleased (Gan. iii, 22). 

He was generally acknowledged so be tha best 
mas in the crowd, for if he got his back up he would 


commit murder on the instant (Gen. xxxviii, 7, 10; 


1 Sam. xxv, 38; 2 Sam. vi, 7; 1 Chron. xiij, 10; 2 
Chron. xiii, 20). 

The time came, however, when he found that he 
was not so young as he used fo be aud bis power 
was on the wane. He received the first proof 
of this when he tried his hand on Jacob. He hid 
himself and waited until everybody else was gone. 
He then waltzed up to Jake and tried to lift him off 
his pins, but finding that Jake was the beat man, he | 
tock afoul and put the latser's thigh out of joint; 
bui even with this great advantage, his antagonist 
was still too many for him and he had to squeal for 
Jake to let up, but Jake had the deadwood on him 
and refused to let loose until he got satisfaction for 
his dislocated thigh. He got it in the shape of a 
new name. : 

Such a licking should hav convinced our hero that 
he was past his prime, and while it certainly did 
render him a little cautious, it did not lessen his im- 
pudence in the least. 

He did not sgain attack anyone single-handed, but 
he wanted to redeem himself, and allowed he would 
kick the inhabitants out of & certain valley (Josh. 
xvii, 18); but when he came to try it, he found that 
he was not man enough. even with the help of 
Judsh's army (Judges i, 19). ‘ i 

After this he kept himself prebty well out of sight, 
and when he wanted anybody thrashed or murdered 
he got up a conspiracy, and managed to hav his ac- 
compliess do the work. 

He wanted some fun with Job, but after sizing up 
the latter, aud remembering the licking he got from 
Jake, he coneluded not to tackle Job, but got another 
fallow to do it while he remained in the background 
and watched the fun. 

He used Jeremiah rather badiy, but he did not 
venture into the open ground. He received Jerry, 
lied to him, shot arrows at him, fired stones ai him, 
and dumped ashes on him, but always from s safe 
cover and out of Jerry'a reach. l 

He became more snd more cautious us he grew 
older, but his desire for blood and dominion was not 
Abated. It is said that an accomplice of his went 
after dark into a camp of sleeping Assyrians and 
cracked every one of their skulls. There were one 
hundred and eighty-five thousand of them, and when 
they awoke early in the morning, they discovered 
that they were all dead corpses, not a living corpse 
among them (2 Kings xix, 35; Isa. xxxvii, 36). No 
doubt they felt a little cheap when they go: up aud 
found themeelvs dead; but we are inclined to doubt 
the truth of thie story, and think it was told for the 
purpose of terrorizing people into the belief that our 
hero was as strong as ever, for he siways took pains 
to hide his failing powers and always wanted to be 
fesred. 

We are inclined to the same opinion conserning 
the wisdom and riches of Solomon. We thizk Sol 
was bribed by somebody to credit his wealth to our 
hero. We never knew in what his wisdom consisted, 
and there are no relics of his riches, from which we 
conclude that he was rich only in his seven hundred 
better halves and three hundred sweethearts. 


These ruses succeeded among people generally, 
but there were exceptions, and some of the smarter 
ones, including Joseph, caught on to the racket. 

Mary was a nice girl; she trusted Joe, and—but 
why repeat the old story of misplaced confidence ? 

Joe tried to lay the blame on our sged friend, and 
agreed to marry Mary if she would publish the slan- 
der. People believed it for twelve years, and might 
hav believed it yet, had not the youngster slipped 
away from his parents, and when they found him 
Mary was so excited that she gave Joe away (Luke 
ii, 48). Since that time abuse has been heaped upon 
the poor old fellow until governments hav been 
obliged to take measures for his relief. He has been 
accused of arson with his mouth (2 Sam. xxii, 9). He 
has been siandered and laughed at for having horns 
on his hands (Hab. ii, 4), for spitting out swords 
(Rav. i, 16 ; xix, 15), for roaring and shouting (Jer. 
xxv, 30), for waking up and shouting like a drunkard 
(Ps. Ixxviii, 65) for persecuting and killing without 
pity (Lm. ii, 43), for getting mad and indulging in 
s littie profanity (Ps. xcv, 11), for a little exercise on 
horseback (Hab. iii, 8), for crying and roaring (Isa. 
xlii, 13), and for laughing when he was tickled (s. 
ii, 4). 

No wonder that we need laws for his protection. 
He has been assniled at every point. Nobody re- 
apects any of his teachings (see “A Search for a 
Obristian”), Nobody obeys any of his precepta. The 
serpent no longer crawls on his belly, but walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may de- 
vour (1 Pet. v, 8). Aud even members of Taz Tavra 
Szzxer family hav sided in his persecution, denounced . 
laws enacted for bis especial benefit, and ail because 
he is tottering on his last legs, almost ready to pass 
in his checks. l 

What cruelty. Do not longer persecute bim, but 
giv him strong drink, for he is ready to perish, and 
wine, for he is heavy of heart. Let him drink snd 
forget his poverty and remember his misery no more 
(Prov. xxxi, 6, T). Lö him die in peace. 

JLoeust Corner, O. Css. Q. Hayss. 


— 
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The Pleasantries and Absurdities of the Con- 
fessional Box. 


Those serious confessing Catholies who might see 
an article thus entitled will most probably be aston- 
ished to see such an article, and little think that it 
applies to the confessional-box of Catholicism ; but 
it does. Of course all of us heretics well know that 
the confessional-box is another invention of ancient 
and corrupted politicians by compact with the priest- 
hood simply to find out what was going on among 
the people. But there are millions of persons who, 
like that unfortunate nondescript book called the 
Bible, think that the idea of the confessional-box is 
‘gn inspiration, consequently a holy and sacred insti- 
tution. We are not prepared to say that it is not 
an inspiration, because there are good and bad in- 
spirations, just as well as there are good and bad 
people. While the. original uses for which the 
confessional-box was created are fast disappearing for 
want of a perfect system in maintaining it, and on 
account of the heretics who do not oonfess, and of 
the other religions who do not recognize it yet, how- 

ever, like every other “thing” on earth, it has 
evolved itself with many things and uses for good 
and bad purposes as well as for pleasantries. At 
first confessions were public. The guilty person 
would publicly acouse or acknowledge himeelf guilty 
of some cffanse, and as publicly would receive his 
penance. Some penances were as ludicrous as were 
some of the offenses. While some of the cff:nses 
were as black-hearted, and rewarded with the same 
black-hearted penances or penalties, such as the. 
famous pillory, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth—in a word, it was the lex talionis, the law of 
retaliation. While some of the offenses confessed at 
the present day are heinous crimes, the priestly ab- 
solution eradicates all traces of the act, and rewards 
with a gentler penance of long prayers. Sometimes 
the confession of minor offenses meets a penance of 
the same type. The eff:ct of the confessional-box 
on many minds is so absurd that if it was only to 
prevent the further siupidity of certain people it 
should be eliminated from Catholicism, if Oatholi- 
cism is sincere in keeping step with this progressiv 
age. ; 

To cite examples of the stupidity we mention here 
we will relate some incidents that are gathered from 
our personal observations and some that bav been 
related to ua by persons who were once under the 
baleful inflaence of that box, as well as observations 
related to us by persons of unimpeachable veracity. 

In a certain parish of Louisiana, about fifty years 
ago, there wag a little abandoned village where the 
priest passed only once in a year. He would remain 
a few days, and during that time would receive the 
confessions of all, preparatory to the Sunday mass 
and communion. In that little deserted village 
there was & boy of eighteen summers who kappened 
to behave so: badly every year that his grandma 
considered him an unfit subject to go to confession, 
communion, or mass. He therefore did not go to 
confession until he was eighteen years of age. He 
wore his long dresr—>etter explained by saying that 
it was a sort of Mother Hubbard.” Sunday came 
about, and having gone to confession, he was ailowed 
to go to mass for communion. His sister sat in 
front, his mother behind, bis grandma after, and he 
behind this last good, pious old lady. In the course 
of the service his mother struck his sister in the 
back for some negligence, which was promptly 
reprimanded by a stronger blow on the mother by the 
grandma, with some words. Our youngster, seeing 
this, struck his grandma in the back what he 
considered: a gentle blow, but as he was of splendid 
physique his gentle blow sent his grandma sprawling 
on the floor, sending his mother, in her fall, in the 
opposit direction, while the young man stood up 
with both hands clasped in prayer as if he 
had never moved. When the explanation of his 
conduct came about he very blandly said that the 
priest had told him in the confessional-box to sit 
behind his grandma, to watch her closely, to sitdown 
when she sat, kneel as she did, and, in fact, to do 
everything he saw her do. Having seen his grandma 
strike bis mother, he simply followed instructions. 
We hav seen ladies go to church and wait a whole 
day, to the detriment of everything else, to confess 
to one particular priest, because, as they expressed 
it, He waa co stiff and always givs a good blowing 
up.“ O:hers hav almost blasphemed another priest 
because he put no questions, but only listened and 
granted absolution at once. Others in the same case 
considered that such a confession was worthless, and 
immediately went to another church, where the priest 
would propound an endless series of questions and 

‘scold them at each answer. Obhers again will refuse 
to confess to certain priests because they don't 
know how to meke you cry.” We hav seen old men 
and women brutally push persons aside to get them · 
selva in the confessional. box alone to hear mass, 
seying that it brought them Juck. Another gays, “I 
will nob go £o thet priest, because he is too gay, and 
his absolution esnzot be of the kind that is forgiv- 
ing" One in particular déelined tó go to a priest 

causé he always had a smile on Big ge and 


consequently could not absolve her from sina. O-o friend cf his who asked him how abont his confes- 
declined another priest because he failed to question | sion, ss to whether ho had made & good one, received 
her thoroughly on small matters. When asked as to | sbsolution, sud if he was gcing to communion. He 
whether she had not told him all that she thought | answered, Ves, indeed, deah ; Tse made a foss-claeg 
was a sin, she said, Yes." Well, then, if you told | confession nad got solution and all dem sort o 
bim all and you received absolution, why not be|tisgs." Shessys: “Go way chile; you's mistaken. 
satisfied?” The answer spurted out with a tinge cf Is de press dono esk you to turn dat turkey what 
anger that it is his duty to question, aud she wante | ycu stole?" Why, no, desh. He dun ask me if 
to forget nothing because she desires to sppesr|I stole everything down to a fowl an' I said no. 
before God with a clean conseience. This same But, if he dun ax mo es I stole turkey, I waa gone, I 
person does absoiutely nothing but go to church at wen, dead giv way. He never axed me turkey once, 
every opportunity, and does little or no favors to any | he never did. I jus had a fowl on him dis yer time.” 
one, besides living on the charity of strangers. Some Speaking abont penance, we hav heard persons 
of the absurdities confessed are sometimes go foolish | cempisin thes they hay been ordered “only one set 
that the priesis themesive, from the alter er the of besds,” and eure that was no pensnes at all. 
pulpit, speak them out and advise what to eoufess. | Another hed been ordered to recits the Rosary and 
From the pulpit a priest once ennouzesd nnd tock | ihe Seven Dolores of the Virgin for thirty days and 
up for his subject an item of the confession of one | considered this a reasonabie penanoe for not having 
of his parishioners. She hed confessed, ss a sin, that | basn to ooxfession for six months. Some were con- 
she had only a small piece of bread left for herself demnsd to feet for forty Gays, and acknowledged this 
and children as s begger passed by, aud before she | “just penance for my sing.” Some were ordered to 
bad the opportunity of giving him a piess, through | sey & dezen “Oar Fathers” every day at 12 for a 
ber negligence one of her children had taken it oui | week and zam: ed bhis s light ponance. Same hav 
of her hand and exten it before she could stop. bim. been refused sbaolution and tent (ff for a month, and 
She asked it the gravity of her sin had not been | coasted of the severity of such a sentence, ag it was 
somewhat lessened by the “good beating" she had | highly complimentary. Some, having been forbidden 
given the boy. Another heavenly sul had confessed | as ^ penance amusements for & year, hav snnounced 
to refusing to giv money to a beggar beesuse she | i io whomscever wanted io listen to it and made 
had only a twenty five cent piece end she had no | bets thei they would keep it up. Othere, being 
means of getting change. : asked wha they liked best, and answering “ fruits,” 

An old country farmer confeesed thai he hed teken | ware given ss e ponance for several months abstinence 
a few cocktails in the morning to brace bim up for | from fruits. All these penaros2 for the performance. 
communion; that he found out his sin by an acci- | of any act sre always joined to a series of unending 
dental conversation with his wife on his return from | prayers, and especially of those prayers that recall, 
the churc^, which was many miles away. A young | slmosi at every word, the suff rings of some of the 
men of sbout twenty-five confessed to having | ssints or Jesus Onrist. In vat observatione we hav 
looked in a restaurant window end having envied | remarked thet generally the strongest penances are 
the good things therein. A boy of twelve confessed | given to the mont bigoted, or fanatics and foolish 
that he had eaten too many cakes, which he thought | persone, and the light penances to persons who, in 
had made him sick. A young lady of twenty con- | our opinion, might not taka so very much to detach 
fessed to having said that she “loves her sweet. | them from euch nonsensical practices. Thus could 
heart above all things in earth or heaven.“ An old | we go on if it were not tiresome to even recount such 
moribund of seventy-five confessed, on his death-| senseless siupidities, and no doubt some may find 
bed, that he always felt that he “loved wine better | them co foolish es not to road this article to the end, 
than anything else.” An old maid, finding out that | only it does good to expose these things, either by 
she had no more sins to confess st the end of the | writicg or spesking them. It will meet the eye of 
year, because she had confessed and tasken sommun. | some and arrest the attention of others, and when 
ion every Sunday of the year, confessed ail ker sinc | the time comes to abandog and overthrow these silly 
over again, and was indignant at the priest acd aot- | thicga of ancisrt superstition, everyone will be im. 
uslly insulted him because he refused to hear the bued with ẹ more earnest desire to work a radical 
whole story once more; she actually charged bim | change. Josera MAILLE, 
* with conspiracy to send her soul to hell.“ A blind New Orleans 1891 
man, on being told by the priest thst his confes- „„ d eI ES 
sions were senseless, was overheard in the confesaion- | President Schret drr io the Members of the 
box to answer: I don't want to go to purgstory for Oregon Union. 
having forgotten anything that I thick is asin.” A "ar 
smart and well-to-do young merehent bidding goeg- : , ARAGO Coos Co., Orn. Nov. 1, 1891. . 
bye to a company of visitors, asked them to exeuse| To THE MEMBERS or THE OREGON ÑTATE BEOULAR 
him—that he was going to mass; that he hed never | Uston--Dear Fri: mds; Your w SERIES, Mre. Barsu 
missed his mass since he “was boro.” Oa being Ü. ad, racer i noufied me thet at your last con- 
asked what eff ot would it hav cn him if he missed. vention you had Boaored me by electing me presi- 
he answered: “It’s & mortal sin, and then I'd hav | deut of your organization. The cause of my not 
to confess this; I would not be so guilty for any. attending the conveation I lesrn was fully explained, 
thing in the world.“ O ce of the company accom- | hence ib is unnecessary bO touch the matter here. 
panied him on the way to mass, when the conversos. | While I am at any time willing to serve you and 
tion turned on business. He started by boasting of gur jusi onuse in any position for which my ac- 
a transection of the night previous in which he said: duire nente snd ability are suited, I must say that I 
“He was too sharp, and I could oniy charge him | gev never aspired to go exalted a Position. 
regular figures, but you bet I caught up on oii Tom |  Tbevking you for the honor conferred I secept 
Black. He came in right after, and, the blind old | the samea, rogrettiog, however, that some one better 
fool I charged him at least thirty per oeni above | qualifi-d and more centrally Incated was not chogen. 
regular rates. I mede up on him whst X lost on the Yours fraternally, J. Henry SOU DR. 
other.” Such is an idiosynerasy of the confessione! d 
box, if we are permitted so call it an idiosynerasy. raco Coos Co., Ong, Nov. 1, 1891. 
Oa being reminded that such tactics were somewhat To TRE MEMBERS or THE OREGON STATE SEOULAR 
irregular and apparently contrary to the gocd teach: | Uxiox : i kav jisi muivd a 025; of to» follo swg 
ings of his chureb, he unhesitatingly said: The let er io Qoveroor Peunoyn. 
chureh’s got nothing to do with thie. This is busi-| acre was no time to lose to call attention to this 
ness. And any time I hav an adveniegs of mskirg | mater. 
money in that way, Pil do it” “Wil you confess] re quest each vice-president to write me that I 
this as a sin?” “Get out, man! Thats à trick; 8 | may obtsin hin address. 
business trick" This confessing yourg gentleman Yours fraternally, J. Henry Somnospxs. 

e [3n 

rper en strong opponent i the church and state Ando, Caes Co Ore., Nov. 1, 1891. 

A negro, having gone to confession, confessed to à : rien 
having stolen “only a rope,” in the long list of thefia Ox — Dear Sir: Tae bias e goa dul BM 
as to which his confessor questioned bim. It having | vena you will no doubt ieue the T an 
come to the knowledge of the priest that this negro | Phsnk-giving prce'amation, I would, à : ore, 
had stolen a horse, he was astonished to hear ihe "d call your attention to the following 
negro deny this theft. The ides struck the oonfensor | facts: . ; 
to best herd around the bush, and he therefore} Tsat our constitution does not authorize any 
played on the rope. He ssked him how did he ser rent of the people to issue . of P 
happen to steal the rope. The negro answered by | religions oharaeter. Our e 2 eivil an 
saying that “de rope were tied around de trusk ob | should bs ns it was intended, strictly secular. h 
a free on one en — Ind stopped there. The ques-| Every eit z ůu should hav the debui: x en, 
tion came as to whether there was snything cles tied | how, and whom to worship. end thank, or not, ac. 
on the other end cf the rope, which was hesitsiingty | ccidisg to the Gistates of his conscience. "EM 
answered with a “Y-e-8!" bub “I didn’ took im. he I therefore respeotfally request that in the forth- 
follered me, he did, the hoss, so he did, I jas’ walked | coming Thanksgiving proclamation you exclude the 
and he follered me, I never pull him onos, I kin | customary mention cf religious ood tof 
swor to dis.” Jo making thie request I voice the sentiment o 

Another negro, having been questioned ns to thet, | tha Oregon S ate Sonlar Dato 81 prre inar 
was asked: “Hav you stelen suy ovickens, decks, | oim ace tetp c'ad eif 7398 of puree a; at i: eina 1d 
geese, horses, mules, dogs, pigs. egge, or any kind omi d Hio P 2 8 2 
of fowl?’ He answered, “No, siea; neer a gabe J. Henny SOHRo : 
gnnes!” This negro met su old negro wemaat: 
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News and Notes. 


Tke campaign for S^uthern Oslifornis opened 
most fevorably at Sen Diego Sur day evening, No 
vember 8:h. A large sudierce was present. The 
lecture was given under the auspices of the San 
Diego Liberal Union, which bas & membership of 
about one bundred and thirty. Mr. A. E. Horton is 
president, sud Ranford Worthing secretary. Mr. 
Horton presided st ihe Sunday evening meeting. 
The platform was beautifully ornamented with 
flowers, furnished by Mrs. Renford Worthing and 
Mrs. F. F. Wright. Mrs. Lilan Schmidt sang a solo, s 
plessant introduction to the lecture, which was upon 
„The Demands of Liberalism.” 


In spite of “herd times” the Liberals of Sar 
Diego will keep things on the move. They hav con 
fiderce in the future, both of Freethought and the 
beautiful city wherein their lot is cast. I shall be 
here for three Sun days more, and can hereafter 
write more fully of the prospects of this attractiv 
place. : 

Oo Monday I wended my way in & roundabout 
fashion to Perris and San Jacinto. The railroad is 
washed away between Oceanside and Temecula, and 
the Santa Fe company hav neglected to rebuild, 
consequently the passenger is compelled to go about 
three times as far by way of Orange and East River- 
side, and not only does he suffer this extra travel, 
but he must pay for it, makivg the fare three times 

‘what it should be. I must confess that T was a 
Farmers’ Alliance man while taking this journey, 
and fervently in favor of a little government contro! 
of there monopolies. It is bad enough to make one 
travel a hundred miles instead of thirty according to 
the regular route, but to make one pay for that extra 
ride is simply an outrage. 

I was surprised and pained on my arrival at Perris 
to hear of the death of P. A. Clark, of Diamond 
Valley. He died on Saturday, November 7th, and 
was buried on Sunday. He had been sick for about 
ten weeks at Dr. Wright's Hot Springs Ssniterium 
near San Jacinto. He died peacefully without & 
struggle at the last. He had no fears of death. 
Bravely he lived and bravely he died—a Freethinker. 
He was respected by all who knew bim. He was a 
man of enterprise, and did.more for the development 
of Diamond Valley and vicinity than any other resi- 
dent. He was a stanch supporter of the Liberal 
cause. In him we hav lost a noble and generous 
comrade. His memory will be cherished with affec- 
tion and honor. l 

Į srrived at San Jacinto Monday evening. I found 
that Mr. Jobn Vernon had made all necessery sr- 
rangements for the lecture, and there wes a good 
attendance. G. W. Thurston, formerly of San Fran- 


eisoo, is now in this valley. G. W. Thurston, Ir, 


and wife and children are present; also the Deminga, 
ever ready to sid the work. Geo. F. Hunt, Geo. H. 
Deinstsdt, G. W. Thurston, and S. A. Hubble join 
Tun Tsuru Szzxxs ranks. Sol find that San Jacinto 
ig atill in line, although many of the stalwart friends 
I first met are gone away. John Vernon, and others, 
1 stand by the colors, whatever the fortune 
of war. . 

It is a beautiful evening after the lecture, and in 
the mellow luster of the queen of night flooding all 
the valley and bills and the forest, I pass, with Dr. 
Wright for my guide, and a pair of lively colts to 
hurry us forward, to the Hot Springs Sanitarium, 
aud after a bath in the strengthenicg waters, I sleep 
unti] morning opens upon my view a dszzling pan- 
orama. Oa one side a wide forest stretches to the 
shining bills, in front the plains spread until they 
are lost in the blue fringe of mountains. Farms, 
orchards, vineyards, greet the sight. Along the 
horizon glitter crowns of snow. The lovely valley, 
like an emerald sea, breaks against jagged walls and 
abrupt precipices, and out of its bosom tower fantas- 
tic mounds. If ever I get wesry and worn, and de- 
aire repose end dreams, I guess I will come to Hot 
Springs Sanitarium. The doctor and Mrs. Wright 
sre genial hosts; they do take good care of the pa- 
tient. The waters are exhilarating, whether taken 
inwardly or outwardly, and the scenery, from the 
rugged mountain wall behind, over the extensiv val- 
ley to the szure rim of juminous hights in the chang- 
ing silver and gold of day and cvening, is a delightful 
panorama. Here one can gather health and strengtb, 
and dream and hope in charming solitude. Too 
soon in the early morning I had to leave for other 
fields of labor. 

I was pleased to meet in tha doctor's family Mr. 
and Mrs. M. G. Stone, who sre Liberal companions 
indeed, and added to ihe enjoyment of my visit. 
Tuesday morning I sped my way to Paris. At the 


station the world-renowned “Topsy” greets my 


view, the gallant nsg. who has borne me over many a 
mile of this sunny land. My old friend, R C. Reed, 
is in the buggy, end transferring the luggage I am 
whirled away through the dust to my evening's ap- 
pointment. First, bowever, we stop at the halfway 
house, the ranch of Mr. and Mrs. Graham, who hay 
just moved up from San Diego and sre trying the 
comforts of a rural life. After resting an hour or 
two in this cheerful home A, L. Reynolds tekes us 
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over to his ample “ mansion,” where I am to lecture. 
After the lecture there is a dance. No hall could be 
precured in Perris, and so we try this plen out in 
the country. We bav to initiate all sorts of ways to 
get a hearing for Freethought. A pretty good 
number are present, sud I do the best I can. Oa 
the whole the arrangement is successful. We had a 
eplendid sociable time after the lecture. All went in 
for the enjoyment of the cceasion. The violin and 
the organ made melody and young and old joined 
in the festiv circle. It was efter midnight before 
tke music ceased and the guests departed. I was 
obliged to be up at 5 o’slock to teke the morn- 
ing train. However, it was after 6 o'clock be- 
fore any of us awoke; then there was hustling. 
There was about forty minutes“ time to make 
the train, a distanca of six miles. The horses, 
Amps and Weasle, got down to it finely snd thun- 
dered away like the wind. Their names shell be 
chronicled in Naws and Notes, for they did their duty 
nobly. We reached the station ten minutes ahead 
of time. This shows that Oslifornia horses can beat 


the world. There is something in the Pacific atmos- 


phere that givs them vim. Among our friends to 
meet us on this trip ere O, O. Reid and Mrs. Brown, 
of Myrtle Point, Ore. Mr. Reid had the care of my 
friend, P. A. Olark, in bis last sickness, and will re- 
main in charge of Mr. Clerk's affairs at Diamond 
Valley. , : 

Reynolds, the senior, introduced me at the lecture. 
All the Reynoldses were with us. I think there are 
about seventeen grandchildren in the family now, 
and every one will be a Freethinker. Thab is s good 
w&y to improve the world, 

There sre quite a number of Liberals at Perris, 
Winchester, and vicinity, and I hope to come again 
and keep things on the move. 

Well—we hav a rattling campaign at Escondido. 
The first time I came here it was as quiet as a grave 
at my lecture. Not a smile was cracked. It was 
like the day of judgment. Everybody held their 
breath. This time the hall was crowded, and the 
audience evidently enjoyed the discourse. Both 
sides were represented. There was a fusillade of 
question and reply. I gave two lectures. On the 


first night the Rev.” Mr. Stewart tock the platform 


and made a few remarks highly interesting. He de- 


clared that he indorsed a part of the Damands 


of Liberalism. He was not in favor of a Sun- 
day jaw, but he hinted that unless one believed 
in the Lord Jesus Obrist be were in dan- 
ger of hell-fire. The elements would melt with 
fervent heat. Where then would the Freethinker 
be? Would not he then wish he had believed snd 
been baptized so that he might keep cool amidst 
these burning worlds? : 

This opened the ball, and on Friday night at my 
closing lesture the clergymen were on hand—-sevsral 
of them. My subject was “Freethought and Mo. 
rality.” I challenged discussion. The first to re- 
spond was Citizen Durand. He was quite excited. 
I thought at one time he was going to climb the 
platform in his efforts to defend the faith. I asked 
him if ho was a Ohristian. He said he was. I asked 
him if he was willing to stand the Bible test; would 
he swallow poison and handle snekes. He said that 
was not in the Bible. I ssked him if he hated fa. 
ther and mother, etc. as. Jesus commanded. He 
said that was not in the Bible. By this time he was 
wild and it seemed as if he would demolish the 
building. He said Freethinkers would come to 
nothing. I told him that was a great deal bet- 
ter than to go to hell-fire. Finally I asked him 
if he loved his enemies. He said that he did. 
I asked him if he loved me, the Infidel lecturer. 
“OF course I do,” be answered. “Do you love 
me?” he thundered bask. “You” I answered, 
That mollified him snd te good-natnredly left the 
field. Then the Rav. Mr. Bilis, I believe, of the South 
Methodist church, pui a few questions, mainly se 
to my once being s clergymen. I told bim I hed 
been a clergyman, and that I was just as- honest 
when I was in the pulpit as now—only I did not 
know as much. That ended his attack. The Rov. Mr. 
Carlisle then took up the gauntlet—a pretty Liberal- 
minded man. He does not believa in the immaaz- 
Inte conception and some other things recorded in 
the scriptures. But he seemed to think it was a bad 
thing not to believe in God, that it was necessary to 
morality to hav faith in soma kind of supreme being. 
He asked if Atheism did not lead to Nihilism and fres- 
love, ete. I told him no—that all morality sprang out 
of human relations and human sympathies. There 
was no need of any God to make & man good, there 
was nothing higher than human love, humax justice, 
and human virtue. If he was naked and hungry 
upon the hills, no god would ever help him, elothe 
or feed bim, bus man, and men alore. We must 
depend upon one another and help one another, ah 
that is the souree of the highest mora! action. Then 
Laymen Dixon bad his say. Ho is kind of lawyer- 
like and Socratis in bis method of discussion, He 
asked questions in a way that was “childlike and 
bland." He asked if genuin Obristisnity ever per- 
secuted ; if it is nof a false form of the Ohristian 
religion that tortured, imprisoned, and burnt; was 


not toleration taught by Ohristian preachers, and 
did not the Freethinkers of France persecute and. 
slay during the Reign of Terror, and was not our gov 

ernment mainly the result of Ouristian effort. I 

answered that the Declaration of Independence and 
the Constitution were altogether Freethought docu- 
ments; there was not a particle of Christianity in 
them. I affirmed that the founders of the republic 

were non-Obristians, Washington, Franklin, Jeffer- 
son, and Thomas Paine. I told him that the Free. 

thinkers of Francs persecuted mainly on account of 

political c ffanses, and not on account of religious 

opinions, and that Thomas Paine was the chief one, 

at the risk of his life, to protest against such wrong- 

doing, which was not in accordance with the princi- . 
ples of Freethought. I said, however, that the 
French Republic in the Reign of Terror did not put 
so many to death as Queen Elizabeth did in order to 
establish the Episcopal church. The Episcopalian 
church of to-day is founded in the slaughter of 
nesrly s hundred thousand Ohristians. I said that 
persecution was the logical outcome of the Christian 
religion; that it was the direct result of the teach- . 
ings of Jesus and St. Paul. According to the 

Christian religion unbelief is the greatest of crimes, 

and is worthy of the severest punishment. Unbe- 

lief is worse than murder—murder kills. the body, 

but unbelief kills the soul—the immortal! soul, and 

that is an awful sin and must be crushed, even by 
the slaughter of millions. 

I cftered to debate this question at a future time, 
and to meet all of the clergymen of Escondido, and 
demonstrate the proposition that by its very nature 
the Obristian religion is committed to the persecution 
of unbelievers. I hope some clergyman will hav the 
courage to meet this challenge and demonstrate, if 
he can, that Obristianity is a religion of perce and 
good will to men. It is a religion of war and 
bloodshed, I maintain, and I can prove this by history 
and its own sacred book, the Bible. 

The audience were intensely interested in the 
debate, and Liberals are satisfied with the outcome 
and want more of it. Anything to set people to 
thinking. 

I lectured Thursday evening at San Pasqua), but I 
did not hav a large audience. Our Advent friends 
won't come unless I talk on the Sunday question. 
Then they will spplaud, bnt they do not wish to 
hear both sides of the religious question. Our Advent 
friends are good as far as they go. We hope they 
will go farther. Some of them do. This used to 
be known as the Valley of the Advents, but now it is 
known as the Valley of the Infidels. The Freethought 
flag is flying. 

I spent the day at B. B. Rockwood’s ranch. This 
is a delighiful place. The hills inelose it and the 
land produces every variety of fruit. The water 
from the mountains sparkles through the grove and 
orchards. This is a place for comfort, quiet, and 
poetic meditation. Rockwood isa philosopher. He 
bas & large library, and plenty of Liberal papers and 
pamphlets, and he keeps them on the move. He has 
converted haif the valley, I guess, and there is no let- 
up to the Freethought tide. It rollson. 

T also enjoyed at Escondido the hospitality of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hindman. They are stalwart Freethinkers. 
Stevenson Brothers and John Eanes are on the roll 
of Tux Trurs Szzxer. Mr. and Mrs. Bates, the Olds 
Brothers, Mr. Oravsth, in whose hall the lecture was 
given, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Frank Fleshman, W. L. 
Wilbite, of Valley Center, Mr. Latte, and others join 
in this campaign. I was pleased to meet with Miss 
Lillie Rowe, the daughter of W. E. Rowe, of San 
Diego. She is teaching school in the vicinity of 
Escondido. Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Rowe and James 
Bidwell are among those to greet me at San Diego. 
T enjoy the hospitable home of Mr. and Mre: Ranford 
Worthing, where pork and beans giv the flavor of 
New Engiand life. Our friends are from the vicinity 
of the “Hub,” and radical Boston mingles with the 
magnificent scenery of this “ New Boston” of the 
Ooast. 

Also at the New Carleton the Secular Pilgrim 
finds the same genial hosts, Mr. end Mrs. W. A. 
Dorris. I hav not finished my story of San Diego, 
where I find ihe best of friends and generous assist. 
anee. Sauuz, P. Pornam. 

San Diego, Nav. 15, 1891. 


———— 
State Organization. 


The necessity for a systematic propagandism of 
the principles of Freethought is so self-evident that 
it will be admitted at once, and itis indeed strange 
that no definit plan of organized action has been . 
pursued among Freethinkers. True, we hav had our 
organization, but through the despotic sway and 
fallacious policy of a self-elected dictator it Las been 
completely sold into the hands of its enemies. 
There hav been several suggestions made whereby 
an efficient organization could bs maintained in our 
midst, buf these suggestions, jointly or severally, 
remain a dead letter unless they can be put into 
practice. Our chief trouble in the past has been to 
open our doors to all shades of opinion, thereby 
rendering us incapable of exercising any opinion of 
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Women, and Gods is 2 work cf great value, $1, as 
is Winwood Rzeade’s Martyrdom of Man, -$175; 
Gibbon's History of Christianity. $2; Darwin's 
Origin of Species and Descent of Man, and others of 
his works. A catalog containing these snd hundreds 
more—Freethought, seientifie, medical, social, as 
well as standard—will be sent on reseips of a request 
for same. 


te promulgate the Sacular philosophy as a means of 
securing Secular reforms and establishing Ssculer 
morality and a Secular state. He is a most im- 
préssiv and effaetiv speaker and an antegonist that 
few would venture to meet in debate, unless very 
confident of their position. 

Dr. E. B Foote, Jr., is well known, in connection 
with his father, as sustaining a large medical practice 
in New York, publishing a health monthly and 
several valuable books, prominent among which is 
„Plain Home Talk,” a book that tells people what 
they ought to know about their bodies, but which 
Obristian prudery keeps them in ignorance of. Dr. 
Foote made a fine impression upon the convention 
by his conciliatory manner and courteous way of 
expressing dissent, though clear and uncompromising 
in his views. . f 

Another speaker, well known in Liberal circles, 
was Edward W. Chamberlain, of New York, a lawyer 
and a gentleman of refined manners and cultured 
tastes. He has been prominent in his opposition to 
Comstock’s sneaking persecution of earnest reform- ' 
ers, who hav escaped from the control of Ohristisn | 
obscenity and see purity in the human nature Mid 
organism, and who in plain language are advocating 
some of the reforms that are most essential to the 
advancsment of society. He has been concerned 
with the defense of Moses Harman of Kansas, who, 
for telling in plain words, with the best of motivs, 
the outrageous abuse of a wife by her husband, bas. 
been sentenced by the efforts of the rightly e 
„obscenists to five years’ imprisonment. He ums 
also cc Operated with the Doctors Foote in an un- 
successful attempt to liberate a victim of the pious 
Wanamaker, Ezra H. Heywood, confined in Charles- 
town prison for two yems with six hundred male- 
factors, for the use of plain words about sex matters 
in a paper devoted to social reform. 

At a reporter's table sat Eugene M. Macdonald, 
stolid and silent, taking no part activly in the con- 
vention, but it could be said “a chiel’s amang ye 
takin’ notes, and, faith, he'll prent it.“ The broad- 
side in Tux Trura Srrkz& of November 7th shows 
thai the pen is mightier than the tongue. 

Another notable figure was O. P. Somerby, busi- 
ness manager of the Truth Sseker Company, long a 
publisher of Liberal literature and an earnest friend 
of Rationelism and economic reform. With him was 
his sister-in-law, Mre. Ids M. Batchelor, who was 
proposed as a candidate for the secretaryship in case 
the headquarters of the Ucion should be established 
in New York. Her business experience with the 
Truth Seeker Company, combined with her personal 
qualifications, would bev made her a worthy suc- 
cessor of the other gifted Ida. 

But the Union has gone to Chicago, and Judge 
Waite, author of “ The. History of Christianity,” is 
the new president, and Mrs. M. A. Freeman, the 
present secretary of the Ohicago Secular Society, 
and & well-known worker for Liberalism, is appointed 
secretary. 

My intention was to comment upon the attitude 
and prospects of the Union, but I hav used up go 
much space that this had better be deferred till the 
next issue of Secular Thought. What interested 
me most in the convention was to become personally 
acquainted with the Liberale, so well knowri to me 
already through their earnest words and works, and 
in these imperfect sketches of a few of them I hope 
to share some of my enjoyment with the readers of 
Secular Thought. RonkRT C. Apaus. 

Montreal, Nov. 12, 1891. 


— . — 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Mz. WILIIIM Q. Junar informs us that Mrs. Besant is in 
this city on a short business trip, and will speak three times 
in Chickering Hall. She left Liverpool on the 18th and 
returns December 9th. November 30th she talks about 
“Theosophy and Reincarnation ;” December 21 she dis. 
courses upon science, and on December 6th she speaks upon 
a subject to be hereafter announced. 


our own, and thet which we desired so much to 
teach to others has been grossly misrepresented snd 
abused. What we wantis leaders that sre capabie 
of leading and followers who are willing to follow. 
Ot the latter we hav an abundance, but for the want 
of the former not only ours but many other righteous 
causes hav gone to the wall. 

With the object of effecting some concerted plan 
of action among Freethinkers the following circular 
will in a few days be spread throughout the state of 
Oaio: 

To tag FRIENDS or FnEETHOUGHT: Recognizing the 
necessity for an organized plan of action among Freethinkers, 
whereby we may be enabled to carry on a spirited advocacy 
of our principles by a well-defined and systematic propa- 
ganda, I hav been advised by many prominent Free- 
thinkers in the state of Onio to take steps toward effecting a 
closer consolidation of our party. Several friends hav 
already pledged their moral and financial support to help 
carry the scheme to a successful issue. With this object in 
view a mass. meeting of the Freethinkers of Onio will be 
held at Columbus on Sunday, the 5th day of April, 1892, to 
then and there organize and form a state Secular Union of 
Onio. The advantages to be derived from such an organiza- 
tion are many and may plainly be seen. Firat, it would hav 
a decided tendency to stimulate and localize individual 
effort, thereby resulting in more positiv good to your own 
locality; secondly, as an organization within the state we could 
procure from the state legislature a charter of incorporation, 
thereby establishing ourselvs as a legally organized and con- 

stituted body, and which would enable us to demand and ob. 
tain those national rights and privileges so long denied us. 
All Freethinkers are earnestly invited to attend this meeting, 
and are asked to giv what assistance they can (financial or 
otherwise) toward making this undertaking successful. 
Rememher that upon your individual efforts to disseminate 
„the truth depends the true salvation of the human race, and 
if you cannot take an activ part in the fight for human free- 
dom, you might at least assist and encourage those who can; 
therefore we urgently call upon you to stand by us in this 
project. It is certainly the duiy of every Freethinker to 
render what assistance he can to help to sustain an aggressiv 
and vigorous Freethought propaganda. Those willing and 
ready to help are requested to forward what subscriptions 
they can reasonably affurd to John R. Charlesworth, care of 
E. P. Wright, 638 N. High st., Columbus, O. All communi- 
cations will be acknowledged in THE ‘TRUTH SEEKER and 
Investigator. Signed on benalf of the committee, 

. 5 Joun R. CHARLESWORTH. 

Committee in charge: E. P. Wright, Columbus, O; D. 
W. Smith, Alliance, C; J. M. Putnam, Quincy, O; V. D. 
Manson, Ir, Sureve,O; S. M. Bower, North Baltimore, O.; 
P. H. Me rosky, Carysville, O.: Marius Heighton, Kent, 
O; C. C. Germann, B.comdale, O; L. B. Silver, Cleveland, 
O.; Dan Pfouts, Nashville, O.; J. Cneveilard, Millersburg, O. 

1 hav not taken this step upon my own responsi- 
bility, but upon the advice of many prominent and 
izfluential Freethinkers throughout the country, who 
recogniz3 the necessity of some such plan. Oer- 
tainly we liv in the midst of an energetic organiza- 
tion for ecclesiastical purposes. The church with 
its rich endowments, its fiae buildings, and imposing 
-appliances for success, its colleges for education, its 
Bible societies, its young men’s associations, and 80 
on down to the tea parties and other coteries, gre ali 
activ and well supported for the ceaseless propaga- 
tion of the dire doctrins of supernaturalism. There 
is certainly a most ample preparation for spreading 
error, but what means do we possess for propagating 

truth? Hav we as good? Or let one ask, Hav we 
any? And the answer must be, No. We hav no 
system, no endowment, and now we hav no organi- 
zation. It is now time that the deception practiced 
upon us heretofore shall cease; our movement must 
become a power and not a mendieity; a great faci, 
and not a great sham ; we must hav leaders who wil: 
work, and not sit idling the time away begging for 
subscriptions to pay the salaries of lazy offiaals; or 
it will dwindle into obloquy, and disappoint the 
hopes of many noble and weil-deserving men. Then 
let us hav an organization, Infidel in character, and 
one whose principles shall not be hidden by the false 
gloss of honeyed phrases, and one capable of rais- 
ing attention to our views in every city, town, or 
hamlet from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

JohN R. CHARLESWORTH, 


— — 

Send Stamp for printed Letiers to Con- 
Sressmen on th- Sunday opening of ihe 
World's Far. When you receive them, ad- 
dress them io your Congre sman, sign your 
name, à d send them te him at Washington, 
B. C. And if you can afford to, pu in some- 
thing for the Literature Fund, which enabies 
us to print these letters. 
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The American Secularisis. 

: n From Secular Thought. 

The spicy report in Secular Thought of the son- 
vention cf the American Sesular Union, lately held 
at Philadelphia, suggests a few comments. Having 
bad the privilege of being present during the pro- 
esedings, Lean testify that Tan TRUTH Surxer’s gc- 
count of the meeting is strictiy accurste and not 
overdrawn. I shail not soon forget the interesting 
personality of each speaker, nor the forsible and 
sometimes blunt utterances with which they regaled 
us. A brief sketch of the persons who took the 
prominent part in the discussions may help toward 
an sppresiation and better understanding of their 
position and efforts. 

De. Westbrook, an ex-minister and lawyer, is & 
handsome gentleman, with a strong, clean-shaven 
fece and & well-shaped head, thickly covered with 
iron-gray hair. His fass expresses the resolution 
and determinstion, which were abundantly evidenced 
in his eddress and remarks ; for. never did a presid- 
ing officer make less effort to conciliate opponents 
or harmonize conflicting elements. His opening 
address bristled with thrusts, “straight from the 
shoulder,” at edverse critics, who had expressed dis- 
content that the policy of the Union had been to 
discourage the work of Freethought propagandism, 
and he gave scathing rebuke to Libera! papers which 
had on some occasions used very impolite languege 
about the Ohristian God. The whole tenor of his 
proceedings gave the impression that some deep- 
seated antagonisms had for the time usurped con- 
trol of his feelings and kept in abeyance expressions 
about the great work of Secular reform in which it 
is well known that he is deeply interested, of which 
he has given good proof by work in his own methods. 
However one might regret his strife-provoking 
utterances, one Could but admire his resolution end 
pluck, and, not knowing all the grievances thet im- 
pelled him to take this course, one sould but 
withhold criticism in view of his manifest earnest 
sincerity. Dr. Westbrook is seid to be a Theist, 
but is thoroughly retionslistia in his views of the 
Bible and the dogmas of orthodox religion. The 
Sesular cause is fortunate in having such a friend 
and advocate, and if he does not labor in the way 
some would wish, the cause has so few workers and 
the need is so great, there is good reason to rejoice 
that so much learning, cultivation, and ability are 
enlisted on this side. 

The first. question put to me when I sested myself 
in the hall (by a lady. of cours) was, Do you think 
Miss Craddock is pretty?” Before iong. I had to 
say that she was certainly charming. Miss Ida O. 
Oraddock, who has filled tha office of secretary, is a 
young lady of attractiv sppearence, intellectual 
gifts and refined manners, who brings both orne- 
ment and sid to the cause she bas espoused. She is 
said to be a sort of Libarsl Unitarian in religious 
sentiment, though, like Dr. Westbrook, a thorough 
Freethinker in her rejection of what orthodox Obris- 
tians call “revelation.” She was suffering from a 
severe throat affection that prevented her frorn 
reading much of her report, which was a fine literary 
effort and gave & clear statement of the work done 
by the Union in the cireulation of reform literature. 
But when the controversy began, the ledy found 
means of ubtersnee, and repeatedly sprang to her feet, 
saying, ^I rise to a question of fact," correcting in 
hoarse but ringing tones statements that were iner- 
act. She invariably proved her cleims and mapi- 
fested both accuracy and courage. Her eager void: 
flashing eye, expressiv face, graceful attitudes, and 
dramatic gestures were the most interesting features 
f the occasion; and when I was invited to go to 
the theater in the evening I declined for the reason 
that I would nos obliterate.the impression of the 
genuin action of Ida Oraddock by witnessing th 
eigned acting of any dramatic star. 
Mr. T. B. Wakeman, of New York, who voiced 
he dissent of the aggressiv Liberals, is an eminent 
lawyer in the prime and vigor of manhood, who, 
with an exceedingly distinct ard fluent utterance, 
possesses a remarkable facility of expression that 
evider ces a powerful mind and a clear head. He is 
a Positivist in religious belief and one of the 
stanchest of Liberal reformers. His great conten- 
tion was that the Union ought to take activ measures 
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Books in Fine Bindings for Holiday Gifts. 


We hav a large number of books suitable for 
holiday gifts, many of them in extraordinarily fine 
bindings, and we call the attention of our readers to 
them, hoping that when selection of presents is 
made the list will be consulted and purchases made 
therefrom. Among them are Paine's works, com- 
plete, in cloth. $3 ; leather, red edges, $4; morceco, 
gilt edges, $4 50; the World's Sages, in same style 
of binding and at same prices as Paine’s works ; 
Iogersolis Prose Poems, in cloth. $2.50 ; half mo- 
rocco, $5; turkey morocco, $7.50; tree calf, $9. 
These are magnificent volumes. Aiso his principal 
lectures bound in one volume for $5. Hither of 
Miss Wixon's books, The Story Hour, Apples of 
Gold, All in a Lifetime, is very suitable for a 
present, the first particularly for children. Voltaire’s 
Romarces, cloth, $150; half calf, $4, is a fine and 
‘uncommon work. D. M. Bennett's Around the 
World, in sets of four volumes, profusely illustrated, 
red cloth, $6 50, is a splendid present to s friend 
or to young men and women. It is full of practical 
to-day information about other countries and the 
noted things therein. The latest book which the 
Spiritualiets are discuseing is, Was Abraham Lincoln 
a Spiritualist? for $150. Helen Gardener's Men, 


JohN R. CHARLRSWORTRH'S lecture appointments are as fol- 
lows: November 15:h, Beloit, Kan.; 16 h, 17th, 18th, Indus. 
try; 231, 24:h, Doniphan; 26:b, 27ch, Eagle, Neb.; 29th, 
Hamburg, Ia.; December 6%h, O:tumwa; 16:h, Aurora, 
Ill; 21st, 22d, Lexington ; 231, 94:h, Strasburg; 27th, 28th, 
Centralia; 30.h, 31st, Waterloo, I-d.; January 10:h, Colum: 
bus, O.; 1l'h, 12 h, Shreve; "27h, 28th, Farmdale; 29th, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. : 


S. P. PorxAM's lecture appointments in California: San 
Diego, November 8th, 15th, 22d, 29th ; San Jacinto, 9ih ; 
Perris, 10:h; San Pasqual, 11th, 12th, 13th; Santa Ana, 
16:h; Anaheim, 17ch; Los Angeles, 18th; Monrovia, 19th; 
Savannah, 20th; Tulare, December 1st; Hanford, 24; Le- 
more, 31, 4th; Oakdale, 5th, 6th; Lodi, 12th; Stockton, 
18th; Gridley, 15th, 16th, 17th, Mr. Putnam will lecture 
the first four Sundays of January in San Francisco on ‘‘ The 
Evolutiors of a Century." Subject of first lecture, Evolu- 
tions—Theological and Religious ;” of second lecture, 
^ Liberalism, Spiritualism, and Infidelity ;” of third lecture, 
‘ Industrial Evolutions;" of fourth lecture, Political 
Evolutions.” January 29th there will be a grand Paine cel- 
ebration at Union Square Hall. On the following Saturday 
and Sunday, January 30th ard 31st, will be held the state 
convention. : 
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Qounnunicaiions. 


‘Letters to Workingmen. 
FREE TRADE. 

To illustrate how money should be free, I bay 
likened ita circulation to the blood of tha living 
organism. To make the simile more coroplete I 
would liken trade snd its channels to the circulation, 
while money should constitute the living protein of 
the blood, and society the organism. Trade end 
commerce build up society and money as s free 
medium of exchange facilitates the process. Al 
should be free and unimpeded and a perfect astural 
order would result. 

" When we assert,” ssid Bastiat, that all men’s 
interests are harmonious, when we thence conclude 
that they naturally tend end gravitaze toward ths 
realization of relativ equalily and general progress, 
it is surely from the pley and action of the laws gev- 
erning human transactions, rot from the perinzba- 
tions and disturbances, that we educe harmony.” £i 
has been said that the free trader had sil the tr eories 
while all the fasts prove the benefits of & high tariff 
Aud what are the facts? Why, simply that gov 
ernment is enabled to tax foreign goods. "Tis is to 
say, make foreign merchanis contribute largsiy to 
the support of this government, when tariff is fox 
revenue only. Protection tariff enables home indus 
‘tries to combine and add s fictiiicus valua to their 
goods. In the first instance it ia “taxation without 
representation.” The highway rebbera dens d, 
“Stand and deliver,” while a protesiion tarif en- 
ables a horde of inland robbers to imposa an out- 
rageous tariff upon consumers. Tariffs, texer, and 
licenses levied or issued in bshali ct. government or 
for the benefit of private enterprise are & hindvaxes 
and obstacle to trade, and s scurca of urosrued 
profit to the undeserving, the prop and maine‘ay 
of government—hence e detriment to sceiety. Let 
me call your attention to goverrment sgsin and beg 
your indulgence of my iteration of what I believe to 
be a fundamental principle. Government began a 
usurpation of men's right. It sontinues an seteb- 
lished wrong. Itis nonsense for men to speak of it 
as “a function of society; better call it an sbsoesn on 
society. Neither is it made by sbeisty, but im spite 
of society. It ignores the individual and his inter- 
ests as much tc-day as when the robber chiefs called 
their lieutenants together to devise means whereby 
they might increase their wealth sud powers. I is 
this confounding of society with government that 
enab'es government to pursue its sourse of usurpa- 
tion and oppression. If this government wes u foreign 
power that took possession yesterdsy, pursuing the 
course they are now pursuing would cause g social 
revolution within a month. It is the feeling that we 
hav had s hand in organizing the present force of 
government and that we expest to tska a hand in 
reforming it that allows the zonstrous wrongs to go 
" unwhipped of justice.” Pa Chace. tells vs in his 
“ Letters to Farmers’ Sons," “ Whatever resiriciiv 
legislation there has been against the poor has sus- 
ceeded wonderfuliy ; whatever reatrietiv legisistion 
there has been against the rich has failed wonder- 
fully,” but he fails to see that what is true of re- 
atrictiv legislation is true of all legislation, and 
must of necessity be so so long n3 the politics! 
machine ia in the hands of the politicien. 

“Pa” Ohase is a free trader like his ienaher Henry 
George, but his assumption that government should 
monopolize the issue of money aud vst never inter- 
fere with trade is only equaled by the Probibitinniats 
who would prohibit ine importation and. gals of 
liquors yet acknowledge men's right to drizk. The 
right to drink carries with it the right to sell. The 
right to make money carries with it the right to 
regulate trade. 

While Pa” Ohase has emancipated himself from 
many of the superstitions of government, his theory 
that money is a product of government only, and can 
be issued by no other power, displays not only a pro 

found ignorance but proves him a victim of s super- 
stition which throws the gods of Indis into the 
shade. O? course he means a “legal tender,” and I 
admit this is an invention of government, signifying 
-a force sufficient to compel a man to accops it, but b» 
has no right to limit money to this definition. His 
idea that it should be so limited shows his theory of 
a non-restrictiv government to be peeulisr at least 
restricting money to a purely legal tender, thus 
obliging men to accept a piece of paper besrivg the 
stamp of government and the legend “This is a 
dollar" for real value to that amount. The idea thet 
government by its fiat of Thus be it enacted" ear: 
transform a piece of valueless paper to the equivalent 
of a sack of flour, a bin of wheat, or a house and lof, 
opens up, it seems to me, a vast field cf enter pri- e 
For if government can make a legal tender for debts. 
why not for potatoes or corn, and thus avoid all 
trouble in trade? This eternal hagglirg over the 
price of commodities would be at an end. By ali 
means let us hav s legal tender for commodities. 
Let the government issue bills inscribed, “ Tais note 
ig a full legal tender for one bushel of potatoes, one 


“(HE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 28, 18981. 


——————M—————Ó 


oerrel of flour, or one yard of calico, and ali men 
ura. herehy commanded to receive and sept the 
sems.—Raler.” I throw out this suggestion. If 
„Pa Chase” wishes to elaborate the idea in another 
series of Letters to Farmers Sons," he has my con- 
sent, acd I shall interpose no obstecle to his obtain- 
ing à pstent on the procese, even if he should restate 
bis opinion that “All writers of books and magazine 
articles should be ashamed to copyright them, for 
as they freely received so should they freely giv.” 
Still I am not disposed to condemn Mr. Ohase for 
aking advaniege of laws of which he doss not ap- 
prove, sven as I would hold a man blameless who 
should ateni some of his property back from a thief. 

Tariffs, taxes, and licenses disturb and derange 
the tendencies of trade, which naturally would es- 
tablish reciprocal relations. Instead, these robbers 
upon the highwsys cf trade are taking from the 
groducer, rendering him no equivalent, and giving 
4 the ron producer, thereby creating the great in- 
jusiics in the distribution of wealth which we every- 
where behold—the idle in erjoyment, the worker in 
woe. Henry George illustrates these robbers along 
she highway, placing at the end of the line the one 
who "takes all that is left —the land monopolist. 
Bat while he would cut cff some of the robbers, he 
never thinks of puiting a stop to the robbery. He 
doss nos propose £o kill the landlord. Oh, no; be 
would drees him up in uniform and esll him govern- 
went. But the private landowner must die; this 
¿ficer in uniform will tex bim to death. Strange 
thai people cannot see thas the nature of a principle 
is vob chesged by being enacted by government. 
Taxation charged to rent would be texation still, 
and ler d values, the product of private ownership in 
lend, would wot exist unless government exercised 
ihe prerogaliv cf private ownership. Like “fiat 
money” the single tax rests upon an ideal value; 
one ia the creation of government, the other the 
exention of the community; both are a myth. When 
ihe single taxor telks of free land and free trade 


Trust him not, he is fooling thee. 


Thera oan be no free trade under government. 
When government cesses to interfere with trade, it 
will cesse to be government. Neither oan there be 
free lend or free money. Freedom is impossible un- 
der government. Can a man be governed and be 
free? We talk of government cflicials as servants. 
They may be servants cf government, that is them- 
selva, but they sre masters of the people. The fect 
thas we choose or elect them mikes our servitude 
none the loss real, and but for the ter ff and indirect 
texaticn government could net exist. “It has been 
found,” said Mr. Batterworth, of Ohio, “that the 
iroposition of a customs duty eollested on goods im- 
ported from foreign countries into the United States 
presents fewer objectionable features to the popular 
mind then eny other system of taxation.” Why 
should if not? The popular misd,” not liking to 
pay taxes, is only tco glad to “impose” upon foreign 
goods or a foreign people. And I see by Lucifer 
fat a Republican official of Kansas, in an address at 
Valley Falls, made the boast that “the tariff cut of 
whioh tbe last Congress raised $1;000 000,000 in two 
years to pay the expenses of the government, was 
paid by forsign merchants and producers, and that 
ij was righi and proper to thus make them pay.” 
A moratrous “imposition” truly. And this shows to 
what a depth of dishonesty polities will lead a man. 
Now add this robbery of foreign producers to the 
robbery of home producers, and ssk yourself what 
would be the consequence if. the people were asked 
to pay that smount in a direct tex. I think their 
zotion woald demonstrate that they thought the 
geme not worth the ammunition. - 

Now, the word tariff descends to us from an old 
Spanish town, Tarifa, in the straits of Gibraltar, 
where sn old Moorish chieftain had intrenched 
himself end was enabled to demand a tribute from 
all passing merchant ships. It was robbery then, it 
is robbery now. The fact that it goes into the coffers 
of government makes it no less e robbery. Strange 
thet we will make this distinction! If an individual 
dors this thing he is called a pirate and merits death 
st the yardarm. A poor old woman passes my 
door, whose trembling limbs can scarcely support 
her weight avd the basket upon her arm. She bas 
to pay the city a license for vending her notions and 
keeping herself from the poorhouse. Suppose an 
individual should force this money from her. You 
wouid mob him. One of our police justices, 
disgusted with the performance, hes openly said that 
the city was receiving an income from prostitutes by 
the police “running them in” whenever they had 
accumulated a little surplus money. A tariff for 
revenus only“ If we trace back to its source the 
revenue that sustains the city, state, and nation, we 
shall discover it a thief slong the route, taking from 
honest toil its just reward—a vampire living upon the 
vitality of the laborer. It vitiates trade at the start 
by preventing the producer from receiving an 
equivalent for his toil. It thus discourages produc- 
Hon. It is beirg ditecvered that most if not all the 
famins of the world may be traced, not to the soil 
yielding an insufficient production, but to the tariff 


taxation that deprives the husbandman of the little 
the earth givs him. Free trade is impossible so long 
as this little giant robber is enabled to levy his 
tribute upon all, but the rich can shift his burden 
upon the shoulders of the poor, who, like Atlas of 
old, must bear the burdens of the world. 
Ye hav shorn and bound the Samson, and robbed him of 
learning’s light, f 


But his sluggish brain is moving ; his sinews hav all their 
` ight : 


es ght. 
Look Wel to your gates of Gaza--your privilege, pride, and 
caste— : l 
The gau is blind and thinking, and his locks are growing 
‘ast. ` i 
A. L. Barrov, 


My Lectare Trip. 


Completing my Iowa list of engagements, I again 
resumed my journey westward, and arriving at 
Lincoln, Neb., I spent a whole week vainly trying 
to arrange for a series of lectures; so finally I 
resolved to go straight on to Dorchester, my next 
place to lecture. I wen down here for tw lectures, 
which I gave on the 28th and 29th of Ostober. I 
was met at the depot by W. J. Jennings, a stench old 
Freethought veteran, who immediately took me in 
charge and ministered to my material wants. Mr. 
Jennings and wife are an aged couple. They are 
earnest Freethinkers, and strong:.adherente to the 
religion of humanity. Mr. Jennings has been a 
subscriber to TRR Truru Sxrxxz since its first issue 
by D. M. Bennett, and they assured me that they now 
regarded it as a member of the family and could not 
do without it. Dorchester is a small agricultural 
town of about five hundred inhabitants, situated on 
the great rolling plains of Nebraska. It has a large 
and earnest Liberal element—sccording to popula- 
tion—who had looked forward with great eagerness 
to my lectures. The meetings were well attended ; 
indeed, on the second night scarcely an empty seat 
could be seer, and at the least computation I had 
more than one-half of the inbabitants in attendance, 
and this notwithstanding the fact that the Baptists 
had arranged a counter-attraction in the shape of an 
entertainment accompsnied by an address from some 
diyine, illustrated with stereopticon views. A Iccal 
scribe took down both of my lectures in short-hand, 
with the intention—as I sfterward learned—of 
handirg them to some ecclesiastical Goliath for the 
purpose of subjecting them to a tearing criticism, 
but after I had gone, of course, and circumstances 
would prevent me from defending myself. 

-I was very pleased indeed to meet with such 
earnest and generous Freethinkers as J. W. Gilbert 
and family, who had driven a distance of eight miles 
to hear my lectures. Mr. Gilbert's generosity has 
upon severe! ocessions found its way into the columns 
of Tax Taura Serger. Many Liberal friends rode 
into town from quite a distance, whose names I can 
not now recall. My efforts in Dorchester were at- 
tended with satisfactory results, and I hope that the 
friends of this district are as well pleased thereat as 
myself. From Dorchester I went to Friend, where 
I enjoyed a few days’ leisure at the hospitable home 
of Friend Gilbert. It is situated on a beautiful 
farm, which only a few years ago was rolling prairie, 
but now farm prcducts can be seen in every direction, 
the fruits of man’s labor. I gave one lecture while here 
in the district school-house on “ Bible Morals,” which 
was very well attended, and for the first time some 
of my auditors heard a stern criticism of the teachings 
of the Old and New Testaments. How strangely 
impressiv are such conditions as one meets with 
here! Only a few sbort years sgo this was a vast, 
idle wilderness, with the prairies stretching in every 
direction ; but now the tinkle of the cow-bell can be 
heard in the distance, the hum of the threshing- 
machine, denoting human activity, strikes upon the 
ear, which, with the plaintiv sighing of the wind 
through the vast rows of corn, mingled with the faint 
gurgle of the little stream which ripples past the 
house, forms a somewhat pleasant melody. It is now 
threshing-time; the farmers are busy preparing for 
the winters storms, totally ignoring the divine 
injunctions of Christ, to “take no thought for the 
morrow.” What an unchristian community they are! 
Nevertheless, they found time to attend my lecture, 
and listened to what was said very attentivly. The 
journey to the school-house was a strange and novel 
undertaking to me. We had to ride there in a 
buggy, with a party proceeding on foot leading the 
way with lanterns. Mr. Gilbert is indeed & true 
Liberal. He bas served with credit as a county 
official and has fulfilled a term in the state legisla- 
ture. Although his religious opinions are known 
far and wide, he has the respect and good feeling of 
everyone in the district. While here I kad a tele- 
graphic correspondence with Oapt. A. D. Searl, of 
Leadville, Col., with reference to a series of lectures 
in that place, and which finally resulted in an agree- 
ment to visit Leadville for that purpose. So, taking 
a hurried leave from Mr. Gilbert and family, I 
started for a long ride over the great Re cky mount- 
ains en route for Leadville. What impressions were 
made upon my mind during this journey! What 
scenes to stir the heart's best emotions! What 
scenes to enchant the mind! What thoughts are 
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called up! What a change from the shaded hills and 
. wooded glens to the vast boundless prairies, with 
never an object to break the monotony cf your 
vision ; nothing to be seen but the brown dried-up 
grass gtretohing in every direction as far as the weary 
“eye enn french. Truly this is a wonderful country, say 
“WHat you will; everything appears to the eye of the 
traveler on a grand and magnificent scale. Here are 
rivers which seem the outlets cf ocean; vast inland 
lakes, almost seng; boundless prairies, and an almost 
trackless immensity of forests. Here civilization and 
barbarism mest. Here in the depths of the forests, 
where once the red man knelt to the Great Spirit, 
cities hav sprung up, temples to “other gods” hav 
been built, colleges and schools hav been erected, 
and sources of countless wealth and inenleulable 
progress hav been developed. Science, with daring 
hand, as if in defiance of all natural obstacles, has 
swung mammoth bridges across the rivers and 
creeke, and has carried over almost insurmountable 
mountains the steam railway. The Indian trail and 
hunting-ground hav given place to this great iron 
highway, binding together this great continent in 
. bands of iron. Where the war-whoop of the savage 
once resounded the shriek of the locomotiv can now 
be heard. 
Hyar wunst the Injins tuk thar delights, 
They fished, fit, and bled; 
Now the inhabitants are mostly whites, 
With nary a Red. 

Daring this journey I experienced for the first 
time the joys and pleasures that fall to the lot of the 
Liberal lecturer ; owing to an accident to our train 
we were delayed three hours, so that by the time we 
reached Denver I found myself too late to make my 

connections for the West, and I was consoled with 
the assurance that I should hav to lie over in Denver 
,until next morning. Alas, with what means?. It 
«was indeed a sad, disconsolate, and gloomy outlook 
for me. For what consolation could be found in 
shaving to stay over ina strange place, with twenty 


.@ents in your pocket? This was my condition. Oh, 


how the voices of the hotel runners grated upon my 
: .@ara as they shouted out the names and rates of their 
,respeotiv houses. It was a bitter cold night, but I 
‘was not going to die in a fog. In less than an hour 
I was safely ensconced in comfortable quarters, 
„although circumstances” will necessitate my return 
: $0 Denver. I rose in the morning to catch an early 
train, when a fresh difficulty beset me. My train 
; had gone, and they refused to recognize my ticket 
on the route whose train was about to start, and 
informed me that I could not leave Denver until 
=7 o'clock in the evening. This would not do for 
me. At that hour I was advertised to speak in 
\Leadville. I had twenty minutes to spare, so 
. hurriedly disposing of my ticket at a small die count, 
J purchased another for tho train that was just leav- 
ving, and had barely got seated when the bell began 
to ring and the engin gave forth a consumptiv whistle 
rto announce its starting. Words cannot describe 
my feelings as the train slowly glided out of the 
‘depot. Heaving a heavy sigh of relief, I looked 
backward at Denver with feelings of pleasure and 
mingled pain. Nine hours’ ride over the great Rocky 
mountains, first through a narrow gulch, then down 
m great canyon, now up the mountein sides, over vast 
plains, then up another climb, finally brought 
me to Leadville. Here I was met by Oapt. A. D. 
Sear), who is acting as secretary to the Leadville 
Secular Union, under whose auspices I was to giv a 
series of lectures. Upon my arrival snow was falling 
fast; the captain asked me why I had brought 
such weather with me. But I sssured the gallant 
gentleman that it was already there before my arrival, 
: at least so I judged from the appearance of things. 
During my stay here I was the guest of Oaptsin and 
Mrs. Saari, whose hospitality I thoroughly enjoyed. 
Leadville is situated at an altitude of eleven thou- 
sand feet above the sen level. It is built in a beauti- 
ful and luxuriant valley, and is entirely surrounded 
by high-towering mountains, keeping constant vigil 
as it were over the little city like grim and gaunt 
sentinels, whose tops are covered with almost per- 
petual snow. It has a population of sixteen thou- 
sand, and is in the main a wealthy mining settle- 
ment. The air is exceedingly rare and fine, and 
on a clear day one can see to an enormous distance. 
I experienced great difficulty in breathing when I 
first arrived here, but this gradually wore cff as I 
got more accustomed to the finer atmosphere. I 
-giv three lectures here. 

From Leadville I shall commence my homeward 
trip, and friends slong the route desiring my services 
to lecture are requested to adress as to date, ete., 
in care of E. A. Stevens, 498 West Madison street, 
Ohiesgo. — Joun R CHARLESWORTH. 


Money. 


Inthe : rticle of Mr. Shumaker in TAU TRUTH SEEKER 
of November 14th, there is apparently an objection 
to a legal-tender act. This seems to me to arise 
from his not bringing forward the consideration 

which should be the basis of a legal-tender act. 
The object should be, not to force into-circulation a 
currency which the people are unwilling to accept, 


or ought to provide, that they shall belong to the 
holder of the notes constituting the paper title; just 


A debtor who givs a good paper title to the amount 
of coin that he owes, ought not to be burdened with 


but to facilitate the payment of indebtedness with 
money already sccepted as the standard of the in- 
debtedness. When s man incurs a debi, he agrees 
to pay so many dollars. It is the understanding 
that those dollars are coin. But if the debt is large, 
the transportation of the coin is cumbrous. A legal- 
tender note transfers the ownership of a specified 


amount of coin without necessitating the actüal de. 
livery of the silver or gold itself. When a man sells 


a farm and delivers it to the purchaser, he does not 


deliver the farm itself bodily, but the paper title 


which transfers the ownership of the farm. The 
treasury of the United States contains coined dol- 
lars; and a legal-tender act substantially provides, 


as a ferm belongs to the person holding the deed. 


transporting the coin bodily; and so long as the 
government faithfully redeems its notes with the 
specified amount of coin, subjecting the holder to as 


little inconvenience as possible, it is fair to presume 


that it benefits the payee as well as the party making 
the payment. It protects him from being obliged 
to carry away and take care of the bulky and weighty 


coin which the notes represent and may be converted 
into at his pleasure. 


These suggestions are made, not as contradictiog, 


but as. supplementary to, those presented by Mr. 
Shumaker. 


Henry M. PaRRRURST. 


. The Prize Manual. 
A book with shadings—one not altogether bad, 


and one not wholly good. It is the result of a com- 
petition for the best prize esssy on morality adapted 
to use in cur publie schools. 
was given to two writers, both of whom, if I mistake 
not, are ex-ministers. “The Laws of Daily Conduct," 
by Nicholas Paine Gilman, covering 149 pages, 
constitutes the first part of the work, and the second 
part, by Edward Pavaon Jackson. on Obaracter 
It these writers 
had kept their religion entirely out of sight the book 


The award of $1,000 


Building,” embraces 230 pages. 


would hav had more general and permanent value. 
But they could not. Mr. Gilman occupies large 
space in apologetical explanations for his attempting 
a work of this kind. He says in his preface that 
“The authors of both works are friends to religion,” 
and Mr. Jackson repeats the avowal, declaring that 
“both writers — himself and Mr. Gilman“ wish to 
be known as friends of religion.” Now, why was it 
necessary for these gentlemen to make such confes- 
sions? Were they conscious of a despotic, intolerant 
public Ohristian sentiment which refuses to listen to 
moral doctrins? They had to make their bow to 
this Moloch, and I can see no reason for it unless it 
be that they did not hav moral backbone enough to 
say their say without cringing. 

“But no one can properly say that the method 
here taken is either anti-religious or anti- 
theological.” Ofcourse not ; but it is not difficult to 
see that it is anti Freethought, anti-individual, and 
anti-moral in his implied higher morality. 


quotation : 

“ Morality is here viewed as a practical art, which 
has of course a working theory that it is well to 
know; but it seems unadvisable to extend this 
theory, in the case of children in our public schools, 
by bringing in considerations which sre distinctivly 
religious or theological. Religion may later in life 
become one of the greatest inspirations to good con- 
duct, and rational theology may supplement a prac- 
tical science of morals most happily” (italics mine). 

Mr. Jackson begins his work by quoting “ Render 
unto Cæsar the things that are Cæsar's, and unto 
God the things that are God's.“ And at another 
time he refers to “the eyes of an infallible judge.” 
It is evident that these writers did not intend to lay 
down rules for daily conduct except for children 
a kind of nursery morality, which is to be shed when 
the child becomes fully matured, for then “religion 
may become one of the greatest inspirations to good 


conduct, and rational theology may supplement s 


practical science of morals most happily" “A 
rational theology!" Is it possible that an author of 
a book on morality can speak of morality and a 
rational theology in the same breath? 

Alas! he has tried to work his rational theology 
too intimately in hia work on morals. 

He begins laying the corner-stone of his moral 
superstructure in this fashion: “All our human life 
is lived under law.” Then he proceeds to show that 
we must obey natural laws or suffer. Social condi- 
tions, too, are natural and we must obey them or 
pay the penalty of violated Jaw. The social laws are 


moral, or part of them are—“ that there are rules for 


social welfare, and individual happiness, which, as 
men hav discovered by long experience, are entitled 
to be called laws of human conduct.” The body of 
his work is given to the discussion of these laws, un- 
der the headings self-control, truthfulness, justice, 
kindness, honor, duty, ete. But after all he has 
seid about morality he has given us no definition of 
it. Ina general way he has repeated the consensus 


He explains and supports his idea in the following 


of the race respecting general terms relating to con- 


'dvet, such as honor, truthfulness, duty, patriotism, 


ei o. Bub this sort of generalizing is too vague. 
Mr. Gilman says that morality is progressiv—that 
is, it is changing—but where then do you find a code 
or standard of morality?. In one instance he makes 
“right living” as synonymous with moral living, but 
there’s the rub, what is rightliving? I can under- 
stand him as meaning the government of our lives 


according to the consensus of society-—in other 
words, to regulate our lives according to public 
opinion. But we find publie opinion the lowest 
standard of right that one can be governed by. It 
has indorsed the crimes of the past, and upholds 
those of to-day. 
the fruits of public opinion.” 


“War, slavery, and religions are 


Mr. Gilman is unsble to show us any code of 


moralt—he could not establish any standard of ethics 
—and why? I answer deliberately, because there is 
no code, no standard, to ba set up. He acknowl- 
edges this in sffirming thst ‘the essential spirit of 
morality is self control by reason.” This atatement 
relieves bim at one fell swoop of both bis religion and 
his morality. 


Self. control by reason" does the 
business. 

The best that any human being can do is to liv s 
temperate and reasonable life. There is nothing 
higher than that. And every man is to be his own 
judge of what shall constitute temperance and ra- 
tionality. And the guiding star to all his acts is 
their consequences—which will bring him the high- 
est and noblest enjoyment ? 

When Mr. Gilman speaks of “self-control by 
reason” he is very near the kingdom. If he had 
only taken one step further, as thousands of good 
people in this and other countries hav done, and 
added to his “self-control by reason”. what Emer- 
son calls the iron string, “ self-reliance,” he would 
hav built upon solid rock. Substentially they do, 
but not ostensibly. They say, Do not do this or 
that, because if you do you will suffer painful eonse- 
quenceB.". Ves, the consequences of our actions are 
their test. This is the guiding star of the human 
raco. Reason says, Lock ahead, see what the pon- 
sequences are to be, and act accordingly.” 

It must not be inferred from what I hav said that 
I regard the book as of little or no value, for I do 
not. I think every intelligent teacher will receive 
valuable suggestions from the work. For, notwith- 
standing Mr. Gilman’s soothing remarks concerning 
the inspiring moral influence of religion in after- 
life, the gist of all he and Mr. Jackson hav to say 
shows that living up to the highest human maxims 
leaves nothing for religion to do. As the human 
virtues, as they are called, sre exhausted under self- 
control by renson, with self-reliance attached. 

W. S. Betz. 


Sunday vs. Saturday. 


.Five men were arrested here for hauling brick on 
Sunday. The facts were that the railroad managers 
insisted on a carload of bricks being unloaded so 
they could use the osr; and to save handling the 


‘\ bricks twice the men hauled the loads from the car 


to the building works and passed right before the 
door of a meeting-house. This, the pious folks said, 
“ disturbed them,” and, under a statute forbidding 
labor on Sunday, the arrests were made. But look 
at it! The law applies to all persons or corpora- 
tions. Yet no one dreams of arresting the railroad 
manegers, although freight-trains pass screaming by 
every ten or fifteen minutes. And here are the 
Saturday observers, they are never disturbed, 
oh, no! though all the Sunday worshipers keep 
up a perfect riot of labor and noise on Saturday. 

A great many well-meaning people, the mass in 
faci, deem it all right to arrest any person—except 
railway managers—in case the Sunday observers 
complain that they were disturbed or wounded in 
their pious feelings by any labor done on Sunday. 
If anyone should argue for the arrest of the Sunday 
observers for working on Saturday so as to disturb 
Sabbatarians how amazed they would be! What an 
educator of our people is such a statute! It teaches 
them that the minority hav no rights. I hav lived 
where there were hundreds of Saturday observers. 
In passing through the streets occupied by them all 
was quiet, every business door of theirs closed, their 
meeting-houses full of worshipers. Right in their 
midst were a few Sunday observers who seemed to de- 
light in making more noise than usual or necessary 10 
their business and enjoyments. No law was violated 
by them. But if next day the others had dared to 
make similar noises, the law was violated, and they 
who made the noise liable to heavy fine and im- 
prisonment. Here the minority in 4 large commu- 
nity, here even one person out of many thousands, 
it may be, has a glorious privilege in our glorious 
country. He can insult, annoy, outrage the feelings 
and prejudices of the thousands with impunity, 
whereas let them dare to follow his example and 
they are made criminals of. 

Such statutes are atrocious. The sooner the 
whole system of Sunday observance by law and 
church property exemption from tax and all belong- 
ing to it is annihilated the better. Horr. 
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To Our Subscribers. 


We are in sore need of the amounts due on sub 
scriptions and ask everyone who owes us money tc 
be especially prompt in sending it. 

This also is the time of year when a great many 
subscriptions expire, and an immediate renewal wil! 
be a favor to us. 

Owing probably to the elections and the labor in. 
cident to gathering and marketing the great harvests 
our friends hav neglected to forward what is due 
us, and we are consequently compelled to somewhat 
urgently remind them of their remissness. As Mr. 
Bennett used to say under these circumstances, 
Friends, let us hear from you. 

— +2, 
To the Friends and Subscribers of Freethought. 

I sincerely hope that all who hav supported Free 
thought in the past will aid the work to which it has 

been devoted by becoming subscribers to Tar Tnurn 
Seexen. Tue TaurH Sxexen will carry on the work, 
but it needs your cooperation. It is a means by 
which I can reach you and push on the Pacific coast 
labors. Especially I ask those in arrears to pay 
what is now due to Taz Trova Szexze and place 
their names upon its list as cordial supporters fo: 
the future. Bauvzr, P. Purnam. 

— — . — — 


A Great Book. 


Oar Bible Picture Book will contain about four 
hundred pages, one-half of which will be full-page 
pictures and one-half reading matter, relating to 
stories which the pictures illustrate. The text will 
lead to a fall understanding of the tale, even as the 
artist's work illustrates it with an electric search- 
light brilliance unsurpassed by the torch of the 
golden goddess Diana on the Garden tower. Young 
people can learn more about the Oid Testament and 
its heroes by reading this book than by reading the 
Old Testament itself. It is much more easily com 
prehended, and is written in more chaste language: 

There wil be twenty-six chapters in the. book, 
twelv of which are completed, as follows: 

I. Adventures of Adam. 

IL The Origin of the Young Men's Christian 
Association. 

III. Sustaining a Theory. 

IV. Some Giants. 

V. The Adventures and Work of Noah. 

VI. A Hunting Anecdote. 

VIL. Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor. 

VIII. A Queer Family. 

1X. Isaac and His “ Sister.” 

X. One of Twins. 

XI. Jacob and Esau. 

XII. Joseph, the Man of Dreama. 

The book will afford many a hearty laugh, while 


| we hav not forgotten to make it a solid attack upon 
the superstition which can venerate and believe the 
tales told inthe O:d Testament. So far as it goes it 
shows that book in its trae colors, though of course 
we hav omitted the Oid Testament obscenity in 
order to make our work one admissible in all 
families and readable by all ages aud sexes. 

The price of our work is $1. Orders will be 
cheerfully booked now and filled aa soon as the work 
comes from the press. 


Subseribers. : 
The holidays are almost here. Are you ready for 
them? A gift that would prove acceptable to any 
Liberal friend, and at the same time keep you in 
constant remembrance during the year, would be 
a year's subscription to Tar Teura Sxexer. Your 
own renewal and the new subscription wili cost only 
$5 00. 


— . —— 
Missionaries in China. 

It is pretty generally thought that the mission 
«ries to the heathen are not always the self. snerifleing 
individuals they profess to be, and that their mission 
ig in itself as much a fraud as they are humbuge, and 
as super fluous as tbe preachers are useless. This of 
course is denied by the missionaries and their su- 
periors who make money by sending them out, but 
it is nevertheless fast becoming a settled belief. 

In the Hongkong Zelegraph of August 15th and 
24'h there is correspondence which throws some 
‘ight on this subject, pro and con, and the pro is 
nearly as convincing against the missionary system 
as the con. It was begun by a missionary who evi 
dently desired to scold the Earopeaus residing in 
China as well as to explain why he did not make 
more converts. Unconsciously, too, he shows the 
absurdity of the system by alleging that the heathen 
are better anyway than the Europeans (except the 
preachers, of course); but it does not seem to hav 
aecurred to him that if he wrote the truth he should. 
to be consistent and honest, at once pack his trunk 
and buy a ticket to his hailing port. His letter 
shows him te be a believer in hell for all his critics, 
and his excuses are an unerring index to that of 
which be is accused. He says to the editor of the 
Telegraph : 

“Siz: I ama missionary and glory in my profession. I 
am but one of a phalanx of two hundred who hav given up 
home, ambition, preferment, social pleasures, dear associa- 
tions, kith &nd kin to spread the light in the darkness and 
to bring salvation to the four hundred million Chinese, who 
unless they are regenerated will be lost to all eternity. 

** We are opposed in our labors by the activ antagonism of 
the idolators, and much more by wicked and godless Euro- 
peans Calling themselvs Christians but leading lives which 
are an endless delight to every child of hell. 

„ believe in preserving a dignified silence under all or- 
dinary provocation. But in the past four weeks, a number 
of newspapers, especially those in the north, hav been grati- 
fying their love of sin by opening as uncalled.for, unjust, 
mendacious, ard malicious a war as it has ever fallen to the 
lot of Christian ladies and gentlemen, ‘volunteers in the 
Lord's army. to be compelled to endure. 

“As the Telegraph has not joined in the mad attack of 
blasphemous Infidels and moral lepers upon the truest and 
noblest souls that Christendom bas ever dispatched into the 
lands of spiritual darkness, I write these lines, hoping that 
you will giv them space, so as to show the public at large 
that the missionaries are not to be insulted with impunity, 
and that the stench of the sins of the European colony in 
China has risen up into the nostrils of every decent, God- 
fearing man, whose eyes and ears are open to what goes on 
around him and especially to the flagitious and infamous 
lives of those who belong to our own race and civilization. 

** In the first place, these mendacious miscreants accuse 
us of haviag a good time in China, of playing tennis, dom- 
inoes, checkers, chess, backgammon, tenpins, and other 
innocent games, of living well, eating, drinking, and dress- 
ing like themselvs, of taking a vacation in the sultry months 
and of resorting to beautiful mountains and lovely sea- 
shores wherein to spend our lefsure, thereby deceiving and 
defrauding our societies at home. We do indulge in the 
harmless and healthful pleasures named and we hay the 
right so todo. A missionary is a human being with human 
wants. Good clothes, a fine house, good cooking, pleasant 
reading, and wholesome recreation are as necessary to him 
as to anyone else. ‘The laborer is worthy of his hire,’ and 
he to his salary aud its concomitanta. A man cannot work 
all the time. At the furthest in this hot climate if he toils 
four hours per diem he is doing very well, and becomes en- 
titled to the other twenty for rest and restful amusement. 
Nor is there fraud or deceit about the matter. Our societies 
are cognizant of all the facts I hav mentioned and sustain 
us in every regard. We do not come to China as martyrs 
or the leaders of a forlorn hope, but as workers in the vine- 
yard, and to work well and successfully demands all that 
has been said above.” 


Alter this spirited defense, which is a complete 
admission of all alleged against him, he proceeds to 


which is also claimed by the opponents. of the ays- 
tem, viz.: that it does not accomplish results in pro- 
portion to the money and effort spent upon it. He 


BRYS: 


` * In the second place, we are not successful as we wish to 
be and as we would be if we were supported here by the 
people of our own race. The curse of the foreign missions 
in China is the foreigner. Of every ten converts we make 
from idolatry to Protestantism, nine are dragged back to 
their old pagan wallow or to their deeper depths of Atheism, 
Materialism and sensualism. Our hands are tied and our 
voices stifled by the children of Belial of our own race. 
Nearly every European here is wickeder than a Chinaman, 
especially as he has the light, while the latter has. not. 
Nearly every single European and American has his 
concubine, mistress, or female slave, the same as the bestial 
mandarins. Nearly every European drinks to excess and 
incites the Chinese to the same vice—a hideous vice I am 
glad to say that is almost unknown to the poor heathen. 
Nearly every European is cruel, callous, and brutal to his 
Chinese inferiors and shows more clearly than words can 
ever do that his Christianity is a sham and a fraud. Nearly 
every European is a hypocrit and goes to church hot from 
the bed of sin and damnation. And worst of all nearly 
every European sneers at us missionaries and makes us 
laughing. stocks for their own base minds and for their 
heathen friends, companions, employees, and household 
servants. I know of. so-called gentlemen who are really 
blasphemous blackguards, who habitually-refer to our holy 
calling as ‘Jesus-pigeon’ and to the hideous mockery of 
Buddhism as ‘Joss-pigeon,’ as if the two were the same. 
They take their Moabitish women into their homes, but never 
invite us, our wives, and our daughters into their parlors 
nor show us the scantiest courtesy. Last week in a Sbang- 
hai paper they capped the climax by insinuating that when 
our noble inland apostles, male and female, when traveling 
in the north, were compelled to sleep together in wagons or 
beds, they were doing what they ought.not todo. A mind 
that could frame such a thought is gangrened and rotten to 
the core. It makes my blood boil to see how we suffer and 
endure at the hands of our fellow-countrymen. Oh that the 
good people at home could know that the worst heathen, 
the wickedest idolators, the nastiest sensualists, the vilest 
scoffers, and the most sinful wretches in the East were not 
the poor benighted Chinese but their own countrymen. But 
let me warn them now and here that retribution will come 
in this life and in the next and that for them is the hottest 
place in hell and a hapless and hopeless old age on earth. 
** Yours, etc., C. D. 

** Hongkong, 14th August, 1891.” 

Tux Teura Szexer is doing its best to let the 
good people at home. know that the Ohinamen are 
not the ones who need conversion to honesty and 
morality, but the Ohristians themselvs. And if 
these charges against the Europeans and Americans 
in Ohina—church-members, as “O. D." claims—are 
true he should cease his efforts among the heathen 
and attack the Christians — urge them to cease 
drinking and to giv up their concubines. 

But, notwithstanding we hav the word of a 
preacher for it, we do not believe that all the 
Europeans and Americans in Obhina are immoral. 
O. D. says those who attend church do so hot from 
the bed of sin and damnation. -This we do not 
doubt, as church-members are apt to be a little wild. 
But the other Americans and Europeans are, as we 
gather from several replies to this excited letter, 
pretty decent sort of folks even if they do not be- 
lieve in missionaries. In the 7 elegraph of the 24th 
of August three correspondents write in response to 
O. D., and one of them touches upon ihe subject, 
saying: 

„There is not the slightest doubt but what a few foreign- 
ers in China do set the nativs a bad example, but that every 
one does so, and that nearly every single European or 
American keeps a concubine, mistress, or slave, is a deliber- 
ate falsehood, and is clear and convincing proof that the ex- 
perience of C. D. in Chinese treaty ports is most limited.” 

On the subject of missionaries in general in their 
relations to the foreigners in Ohins engaged in mer- 
cantil pursuits he says: 

** No one for a moment wishes to deprive the missionaries 
of the wants of human life; but foreigners who hav been 
years in China cannot help expressing themselvs in the way 
C. D. complains of, and which they would not do were it 
not for the missionary people themselvs, who go home and 
stand up in assemblies and make false statements of how 
badly they hav to liv, what poor food they are obliged to 

exist on, etc., etc., and wind up by asking for the usual sub- 
scription. 

** People at home, who never go abroad, do not know that 
when they are thinking of half-starved missionaries, wander. 
ing about and living in mud hovels, many are in reality 
enjoying the best things of this life, living on first-class food, 
under punkahs, lying back in long chairs, quaffüng cool 
drinks, or enjoying a trip up-country in a well-furnished 
house-boat, while the mercantil community are earning a 
living by the sweat of their brow. 

“There are a lot of missionaries, and I hav had the 
pleasure of meeting several, who work and toil at all hours 

and seasons, who honestly, ‘earnestly, and jc quisdy do what 


the aggressiv, beginning with the admission of that | they came out for. 
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ú O. D claims that foreign Ste the ourse of missiv s 


in China; then why does the m nary pester the of 
every foreigner for the almighty d \,and three time’ at 
of four for some school where nativ legitimate and il. iti- 


mate children are being fed, clothed, and educated, wnose. 


parents are in all probability having a good time in an 
opium den, or worse. The foreigner nearly always stumps 
. up, although if he should happen to hav children of his own 
he is compelled to run into debt or deprive himself of the 
necessaries of life to send them home to school, because the 


missionary body will not undertake to teach foreign 


children. A foreigner in China, unless he has a good 
income, has to think seriously of getting married and 
running the risk of throwing a family on the world, without 
means of subsistence; not so.the missionary, who gets a 
premium annually for every ch'ld hia family happens to be 
blessed with. 

** * C. D. probably never heard of the action of a few of 
his sort in connection with the Seamen’s Club at Amoy. 

“ That the Amoy missionaries refused to hold services in 
the chapel on Sundays, because they did not come out to 
preach to foreigners, and that divine service was held in the 
Amoy Masonic Hall without their assistance. 

Ia Newchang they refused to read the burial service 
over a young man who died suddenly because he had never 
attended church, and yet they will tell one that the burial 
service is read more for the benefit of those standing round 
‘the grave thaa for the body about to be committed to earth. 

* In a part not a thousand miles from Hongkong a well. 
known missionary many years ago owned a considerable 
number of Chinese houses, some of which were known 
brothels, from which he collected rents, and at times 
personally. The gentleman has gone to his long home years 
ago, and it is to be hoped he is paying back the rent another 
way.” 

Another correspondent, calling himself “a good 
Presbyterian,” residing in Tamaui, supplements this 
with some facts known to him. He writes to the 
editor of the Telegraph. 


„SIR: I don’t quite agree with your correspondent, who 
calls missionaries ‘frauds.’ They are, simply, humbugs. 
As old Barnum ‘said, ‘the public love to be humbugged, 
and the churches at home are willing to pay well for fairy 
stories from the East.’ Here is one of the best of them: 
A missionary in this place, who had not had any success, 
hit upon an original idea and invited all the Chinese in his 
district to a free lunch.“ When the average Mongolian read 
the placardz, which promised ‘free chow, free beer, free 
baccy, free gin, and free music,’ he wouldn’t at first believe 
his eyes; but wheu he was convinced that there was a free 
collation of some sort, he crowded" the missionary’s yamen 
and even packed the streets outside. The missionary, de- 
lighted with results, thus transmitted the fact to the people 
at home: ‘Glory to God; fifteen thousand heathens throw 
‘down their idols and embrace -the cross of Christ; hallelu- 
jah. Send me more money!’ And the money came and 
has been coming ever since. How many converts were 
made by the free chow and free booze I know not. The 
congregation was no larger the day after the miracle than it 
was the day before. It is not much larger to-day, and con- 
siste, as usual, of the coolies of the missionaries and Euro- 
peans, with a handful of intelligent Chinese who want to 
learn English. The missionary who has it in charge, is a 
nice man and earns his salary, but he always strikes me as a 
humbug, since his miraculous conversion of the fifteen thou- 
sand heathen.” 

“A good Presbyterian,” it seems to us, draws too 
fiae a distinction between a fraud and a humbug. 
The missionary is both. He humbugged the native 
and he defrauded his supporters. But the good 
Presbyterian was no doubt more inclined to consider 
missionaries frauds sfier reading “A Shanghai Mer- 
chant’s” letter in the same paper in which his own 
appeared, which ran thus: 

“I hav been deeply interested in the correspondence 
about our friends of the foreign mirsions, and desire to add 
my mite to the discussion. I belong to Shanghai, where as 
you know we hav had some trouble of late. The moment 
the rumor came that there was danger, the missionaries 
made a masterly retreat to our city. Before the troubles 
were over, they had drawn up claims for indemnity, and 
filed them in some instances with their consuls. Nearly all 
were outrageously extortionate, and a few were equivalent 
to highway robbery, pure and simple. Here is a sample, 
and one which was filed with General Jones, of Chinkiang: 


Fare of myself, wife, child, amah, and servant, Chin- 


kiang to Shanghai and return. $ 195 
(It is really $80.) 
Six weeke’ board in Shanghai for ditto..................... 720 


(They were stopping with another missionary.) 
. Balary of myself and wife, for us to account for to our 


Mission 8 »ociety.................-.-. "m 600 
Incidentals and extras . .... . . ene . . . . . . 175 
Value of property left behind, probably all destroyed. 3 980 
Injury to property taken Fr 550 

. Damage done to our gospel work. ...... ...... ... 4. 600 
Shock to my wife's feelings. .. . . 5,000 


(We are willing to rises this amount to your 
discretion: ) : 
Shock to my nerves (same as above). . TTEN A 5,000 


Damage to our amah. . . . ..... .. ..... ..... ...... .. — . 
$15,915 
Please collect this as soon as possible. 


** Ig there a business man in Hongkong, who could equal, 
much less surpass the above for mild effrontery ?” 


The editor of the Zelegraph joins in with this 


comment: We know General Jones, and it is a 
privilege we highly appreciate; but if he doesn't 
‘go for’ this partiéular missionary fiend we shall 
Enow bim no more.” 

We commend this correspondence, the missionary’ 8 
letter as well as the xeplies, to the careful attention 
of everyone who pays dollar into any church fund 
for the conversion of the heathen. And we also 
commend this thought to them: If the missionary's 
statements are true the heathen are better than the 
Christians, and therefore the heathen should be left 
to their own religion and the Ohristians labored with. 
If the opponents of the missionary are right—of 
which there appears no reasonable doubt—then the 
system breeds fraud and humbug, and should be 
done away with. And the way to do away with it 
is to refuse to giv a cent to missionary funds. Then 
the preachers will come tumbling home, perhaps to 
earn an honest living. 

— . —⏑—àä—é—ͤ 
Work With Congressmen. 


The churches hav never been so united upon one 
subject, except perhaps their detestation of and 
cruelty to heretics, as they are upon the effort to 
close the World’s Fair on Sunday. The reason for 
thia is plain enough. Sunday is the priests’ day ; 
they own it, and on it own the people. It is the St. 
Andrew’s day of the week, when they hold the people 
ap and collect their tithes. Without Sunday they 
would hav little influence in the community, and 
when the day goes they know, as Parker Pillsbury 
says, that with it will go their reverend and holy 
selvs. 

The latest move of the Sabbatarians is a petition 
addressed to Congress, asking that body to attach to 
a national appropriation of five millions for the Fair 
a condition that the show shall not be open on 
Sundays. The Sabbatarians regard this as necessary, 
because they believe it to be the intention of the 
commissioners to wait until the Fair is about to begin 
and then to decide to open it on Sundays. This the 
Sabbatarians think would be “one of the direst 
calamities that could befall our country.” 

Congress will meet on the 7th of next month, and 
the work by the Sabbatarians upon the members will 
begin at onse. The Liberals should also begin their 
work. Every Freethinker in the country, every 
Liberal-minded man, should write to his Congressman 
and urge that official to vote against any Sunday- 
closing condition going with any appropriation, and 
for the Fair to be opened on Sondy Write him a 
letter like this : 


RIOT or. . 

** Dear Sir: As one of your constituents I desire to call 
your attention to a matter of great importance. 

“I understand that the American Sabbath Union—an 
organization working for the revival of a Puritan Sunday 
observance—has circulated petitions asking your honorable 
body to attach to any appropriation for the World's Fair to 
be held in Chicago in 1893 a condition that such Fair shall 
be kept closed on Sunday. 

** [ desire to protest against this condition being attached to 
any appropriation, and to say that if any condition at all is 
attached it shall be that the Fair is kept OPEN on every 
Sunday of its continuance. And I respectfully ask you to 
vote to open the Fair on Sundays if that question shall come 
before Congress in any shape. And I ask this for these 
reasons, which are given in a petition to the local directory 
and national commission, which petition has been signed by 
thousands of citizens and will be sent to the Fair authorities: 

**1, That the American principle of separation of church 
and state may be maintained. 

“2. That public morality may be subserved by providing a 
substitute for the immoral places to which men may resort 
when no moral amusements are available. 

** 8. Asa matter of justice to the people of Chicago who hav 
given of their means to make the Fair possible, tens of thou- 
sands of whom can visit the Fair only on a general holiday ;. 
and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to the Fair, 
whose time or means may be limited, and who certainly are 
entitled to great consideration at your hands. 

“4 For the public good. The opening of the Fair on Sun- 
day will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of the 
whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the hap- 
piness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend can 
do 80; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. This 
is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human rela- 
tions and human welfare, and therefore the only standard by 
which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 

“5. It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger at- 
tendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 
receipts. 

** 6. To the objection that Sunday opening of the Fair will 
destroy the day as a rest-day, we affirm that the tendency 
would be exactly the opposit. The more beautiful you 
make Sunday, the more attractiv, the more noble and varied 
in its pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it will be 


to change its character, the less danger there is that employer 
will ever hav the power to transfer it from its present position 
to the days of toil. With choite of Sunday occupation 


re&tricted to attending church or visiting a saloon, the average 


workingihau would choose to keep on laboring. 

7. Finally: Opening the World's Fair on Sunday will 
harm no one but the keepers of immoral places, while it will 
benefit the Fair itself, the people of Chicago, and the visitors 
to the Fair, thereby conducing ‘o municipal prosperity, indi- 
vidual education, public morality, and the development and 
good of the whole country. : 

* Hoping that thes3 reasons will hav weight with you for 


good, and that you will ever be found on the side of freedom, 


I remain, Yours truly, 


— 


This letter can be copied either as it is or with 
such modifications as suggest themselva to individual 
writers, or it can be cut oat, the blanks filled out, 
and sent fo Congressmen, or send a few stamps aud 
we will return copies printed on note paper all ready 
for filling out and mailing. The main point is to hay 
about one hundred sent to every ras-mber of Congress. 
Such a number would cause him to think. 

This work is extremely necessary, for all the re- 
ligious j»urnsls and religious fanatics hav joined 
bands in this matter of closing the Fair, and some of 
the national commissioners hav committed themselvs 
in favor of Sabbatarianiam. Uafortunately. too, the 
women can ba used by the clergy and their inflaence 
ia on the wrong side. One of the national commis- 
sioners hag approved a scheme to “erect a mam- 
moth gospel-tent in Jackson park for the glory of 
God, and secure all public audience rooms in Ohi- 
cago for the use on the Lord's day during the World's 
Fair, of the celebrated preachers and singers who 
will gather there from our own and other lands!“ 
The lady who invented this scheme think: that “ ag 
citizens of acountry acknowledging God in its Con- 
stitution, we ought to make the Lord's day a promi- 
nent and beautiful feature of the World's Fair,” and 
that by the mammoth tent scheme the “First Day 
would assume its proper rank and function at the 
Columbian Exposition, and the question of closing 
the Fair on that day would settle itself at once.” 
She is indorsed by Oharles H. Richmond, one of the 
commissioners for Michigan, though whether he 
indorses the statement that our country acknowl. 
edges God in its Constitution cannot be inferred 
from his statement of approval. At any rate it is 
evident that he will vote for Sunday closing, and 
there may be more, and probably are, just like him. 

Let everyone take an activ personal interest in 
this matter, counteracting the meddlesomeness of 
the fanatics, and it is possible, and even probable, 
that the Fair will be open Sundayr. 

— ey 
A Christmas or New Year’s Present. 


The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book” in cloth 
binding ($2 50) is one of the best Ohristmas or New 
Year's presents a Liberal can make to a friend. 
Christmas is a pagan festival and Naw Yaar’s is only 
a mark of time, but the Text-Book is a thing of 
beauty and a joy forever, and will help to rationalize 
the festival and make your friend forget the flight of 


yeare. i 


The Original Liar Took It Back. 


Some years ago some preacher who tel's hie Sunday- 
school scholars not to bear false witness started 
the story that Colonel Ingersoll had taken up the 
profession of prophet, and predicted that within ten 
years there would ba more theaters than churches. 

Recently a minister down in Texas repeated the 
story, and when called to account persisted in main- 
taining its truth. Mr. B. O. Marray, of the 
Denison Sunday Gazetteer, who takes charge of the 
clerical liars about Infidels in that section of the, 
country, referred the matter to this offise for proof 
that the minister was wrong, and we referied the 
matter to headquartere. Oolonel Ingersoll writes us: 

‘Nsw York, Nov. 18, 1891. 

«E. M. MACDONALD - A/ Dear Friend: Of course I 
never said ‘that in ten years there would be more theaters 
than churche:.’ I believe that the preacher who first 
started this story has taken it back. 

** It never cocurred to me that in go short a period as ten 
years there would be more theatera than churches. I know 
that civilization is a slow process, and that it takes time to 
develop the minds and tastes of the people. Very little can 
be done in ten years. Yours always, 

„R. G. ISGEBBOLL.” 

That ought to satiafy the preachers who hay been 
circulating the story. It remains to be seen, how- - 
ever, whether they will hav honesty enough to 


acknowledge their error. 


for the truth. In view of the fact that superstition has held | 
iberty in bondage for ages let us welcome every effort made’ 
to overthrow and eradicate its liberty-destroying ixfluerce. 
With that end in view let the truth be made known, which 
is only obtained through investigation and reason. 

' C. B. WEEST. 


This Closes the Discussion. 
: Lare Crry, Ia., Nov. 18, 291. 

Mr. Eprrog: Will you be so kind as to grant me a little 
space in Tug TRUTH SEEKER to say a few words in my own 
vindication from charges made by Mr. W. P. Butler in THE 
Trora Szexer of October 31st? In his letter he makes rash: 
charges against myself, all, I think, from a mistaken under- 
standing of my letter defending Mrs. Abbott. : 

My first letter to Tae Teura Seeker was written with a 
true desire to find out what Mrs. Abbott was, but never be. 
lieving for one moment that she possessed any supernatural 
power. I am not built that way. My second letter was 
not written until I had a clipping sent to me, taken from a 
Manitoba paper, contradicting Mr. Butler’s statements in 
regard to his exposure of the Georgia Magnet. That state- 
ment was signed by four persons, I think, and appeared to 
be just as honestly done as did Mr. Butler’s, and why he 
sbould deny it, unless he did not understand my letter, is 
more than I can tell I am sure his charges made are be- 
neath the dignity of a gentleman in any other light. I was 
requested to return the article or clipping taken from the 
Manitoba paper to the gentleman sending it to me, or I 
would gladly send it to Tue TRUrR BEZKEE for publication. 
But the report was seen here by those having read of Mr. 
- | Butler's expoté in the Abbott case, and as a matter of course 
people here are yet in doubt, and always will be unless Mr. 
Butler should take the back track of Mrs. Abbott and per- 
form the great feats that she did, and explain just how they: 
are done, and in that case he will convince a doubting peo- 
ple and make a nice little fortune for himself—a thing I hav 
no doubt he much desires. I was talking with Mr. Rems- 
burg. He thinks the lady in the Chicago museum not the 
same as the Georgia Magnet, and says Mr. Bell saw her (the 
Georgia Magnet) and considered her a perfect phenomenon. 
Is it possible such men can be so easily deceived? No, no, 
it will not do. There is something wrong in some place. 
And Mr. Butler must excuse us if we cannot accept his en- 
tire statement as fact. When he says he can do all that Mrs. 
Emma Abbott could do, it is asking too much to expect a 
credulous people to believe it. If Mr. Butler will come to 
the capital of our state and do all he says he can, I will go 
one hundred miles to see the performance, and if he is 
successful and fills the bill here for one week as well as did 
our Emma Abbott he will hav made a nice little fortune, 
and I will be out my traveling expenses, and pay Mr. But- 
ler’s board bill for the week. There is none more anxious 
than I to know what Emma Abbott really is. To learn that 
is all the interest I havin her case. This will be my last 
letter as regards this case, and others younger than I can. 
afford to wait coming events. I desire truth, and truth only, 
as found in nature; no supernatural power in mine if you 
please. Respectfully, J. L. TOMPKINS. 


Retters pom friends. 
Adds Insult to His Other Injuries, 

ManEsG0, Iut., Nov. 11, 1891. 
Mn. Eprrog: In yours of November 7th your compositor 
‘made me say under heading, Lincoln Not a Spiritualist,” 
that if Spiritualistic quacks were marked out (which should 
be marched out) according to their deserts, f. e., in the or- 
dier of their capacity to hcodwink people, Colonel Bundy 

"would lead the van. H. WETTSTEIN. 


A Contributor to Literature, Lectures, and Anything 
to Keep the Flag Above the Cross. 
: Oct. 28, 1891. 
"Mz. Eprror: I now inclose $6— $5 for my subscription 
‘two yeare, and $1 to put where you think best to keep the 
‘flag above the cross. Iam not very rich, but I will giv $3. 
‘toward three lectures, one in Marquette, one in Red Jacket, 
one in Lake Linden. I thought to get one other subscriber, 
but failed. Ezra GLAD DWG. 


: . . QuisiAULT, Wasa , Oct. 16, 1891. 
M. Eprror. Money is scarce at the present time, but as 
‘Taz TRUTH BzzkzR is the best Freethought paper I know 
of, I. will continue to take it as long as I am able to pay for 
At. The pictures suit me, also the“ Letters from Friends,” 
and Peck's. pecking the Christian’s god. Only just keep 
clear of politics, My best wishes to Heston and the Truth: 
‘Seeker Company. Yours for free thought and free press, 
ae S WILLIAM THOMPBON. 


Will Unpervert His Neighbors? Minds. 

f "Pup n HowMzrsTOWN, PA., Oct. 80, 1891. 
MX. Eprror: I am sorry I cannot send two or three new 
subcribers’ names with my remittance, but it was impossible 
for me to secure any, as Iam not a fluent arguer; but if 
you will be kind enough to send me some Bible pictures I 
will distribute them to the best of my knowledge where 
they will do the most gord. I will also send on for some 

tracts to distribute ju the near future. 

Since I hav been reading Tug Trora Serer I could not 
handily do without it. Yours for Frerthought, 

BOO. CnuanLES W. BAER 


We Reply, the Foremost Tax Reform is to Tax Churches. 
E m f Nzw YC RR, Aug. 29, 1891. 

MR. Borrok: This sssociation has sent you three issues 
of its broadside sheets, containing the principal comments 
on our platform, teken frcm over two hundred and fifty 
papers in this state. 

I think that the question of personal property taxation 
will be an issue in the coming state campaign. It therefore 
behooves our public educators to post their constituencies 
zon the subject.. So far we hav not seen anything from 
your pen. What this association desires is discussion with 
or without reference to curselvs. Could you not call atten- 
‘tion to our work by tellirg ycur readers what we want to 
do t We would esteem it a great favor if you would. Will 
you please send us a copy of your paper when it contains 
anything relating to.such matter? We would be glad to 
furnish you matter on the subject if desired. 

E Yours truly, . Borron BALL, 
‘Secretary New York Tax Reform Association. 


‘Infidels, 


A Sower of the Seed. 
. KaraAM2z00, Mion., Oct. 22, 291. 

Mr. Eprrog: I sent and got two of your catalogs and 
gave them to parties. I wish I could dosomething for you, 
but the illiberal Liberals, as Green calls them, are very 
numerous here. My wife joins with me in kind regards and 
well wishes to you and the Trura SEK RR family. I inclose 
a clipping from the Kalamazoo Gagetts. 

Yours for liberty, E. H. Gaurr. 


Rev. Caroline J. Bartlett ably discussed the question of 
opening on Sundays the World’s Fair at the Unitarian 
church Sunday evening. The question, being one of national 
interest, attracted a large audience to the little brown church. 
Miss Bartlett spoke of the countless committees delegated 
to wait upon the World’s Fair managers, with resolutions 
opposing the Sunday opening, and complimented them for 
their activity. The opposition base their argument on the 
scripture which cites to keep the Sabbath holy. If this were 
lived up to, street. cars, carriages, etc., would not be seen 
upon the streets, and men would do no labor whatever. 
Coming again to the question of the World’s Fair, Miss 
Bartlett stated that it was upon religious grounds that some 
people wanted the Fair closed on Sunday. It is stated that 
the Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath. | 
But our question of to.day concerns not the Jewish Sab. 
bath but the Christian Sabbath. Sunday is never a fast day 
in the Catholic or Episcopal church. We find nothing in 
the New Testament interdicting work on the Lord’s day. 
Not until the time of Puritanism were innocent games on 
Sunday forbidden. How came the orthodox ideas of Sun- 
day? We hav the history of a man being stoned to death 
for picking up sticks on Sunday. 

Miss Bartlett believed in physical and mental rest on Sun- 
day. If Adventists keep Saturday, why then Sunday? In 
regard to the question of keeping the Fair open on Sunday, 
1898, it seems to be a question of human good on human 
grounds. In Chicago during that summer there will be 
two hundred thousand transient population. When Satur- 
day night comes, from factory and cffice there wil many 
more come to increase the congregation in that city. What 
is to be done with them? They cannot go to church all day. 
It a man kept a saloon, a dance-house, or a brothel, he would 
be willing to hay the World's Fair closed on Sunday. 

It is the brawn, the bone, and the red blood that cannot 
go. As the matter now stands the people go out to Jackson 
park and Washington park on Sundays. They take their 
lunches and children and stay all day. These are the lungs 
of the city. We, forsooth, because we want an Exposition, 
would take away their one place of recreation, so that they 
could not hav it from now on and so they could not hav it 
in 1898. It would require a less number of employees to 
keep this multitude in order if they are permitted to enter the 
Exposition than if they are shut out to turn themselvs into 
a mob. Why not invite the ministers to hav a meeting on 
Sunday and hav the best music? Some say that to hav the 
World’s Fair open on Sunday would excite the people and 


Veteran and Tenderfoot. 

Br. AxsdAR, IA., Nov. 7, E m. 291. 
MR. Eprrok: A local committee of fifteen Liberals and 
elastic orthodox secured three lectures by W. 8. Bell, and 
almoat all came out each with his own conception of liberty 
and Freethought, while a few stayed at home, taking care of 
their policy Gods, and a great number of outsiders were 
busy instructing their God who said, Try all things and hold 
fast to that which is good. If Mr. Bell could hav brought 
with him a carved image expressing the conceptions of each 
‘Liberal and orthodox he would hav had a valuable collec. 
tion for some progressiy museum. Some of us expected 
stronger doses, while others were thrown into spasmodic 
convulsions over the mild emulsion administered—but, 
then, the curdled milk of orthodoxy is still in ourstomache. 
A number of Truth Seekers hav been left with us, and a 
few of Mr. Bell's “ Handbooks cf Freethought,” and we will 
wait for results, Yours for Liberty, A J. Oravexs. 


Won't Wonder at the Georgia Wonder. 

f MILES Crry, Monr., Nov. 4, 1891. 

Mx. Evrror: Permit me a few words which I believe are. 
due and will not be considered inappropriate after reading 
the communications relating to the Georgia Wonder in the 
columns of your valuable paper. It is very plain that the 
matter of the Georgia Wonder has been settled beyond a 
doubt by Mr. W. P. Butler, of Aberdeen, 8. D , to whom I 
sent the papers containing the articles mentioned in his 
communication in THE TRUTH BEEKER of October 81st, and 
to whom all lovers of truth and investigation are indebted 
for the facts that hay been presented by him, also to whom 
Mr. J. L. Tempkins is indebted for the information obtained 
on that subject. ` It has been well said, ** Consistency, thou 
art a jewel,” and it seems to me as though Mr. Tompkins 
should prcfit thereby, for he desired a ‘problem solved ” 
and when some one makes an effort to obtain information in 
that direction he fails to appreciate its intrinsic worth, but 
at once proceeds to roast ” said parties without cause ex- 
cept for obtaining information that should be considered of 
value. I beg leave to inform Mr. Tompkins that reason 
will convince me of the truth a great deal quicker than any- 
thing else that I know of and that my part in the contro- 
yersy was actuated solely by an honest motiv while seeking 


unfit them for work next day. One minister would rather 
"havthe Blue Laws return than to hav the Exposition on Sun- 
day. Is there not some prejudice in this? Can a picture or 
statue, which enlightens on six days of the week, do harm 
on Sunday? Rest is a new sight to see, & new thought to 
think. The masses will never believe in God until he is re- 
vealed to them. The church which does this for the poor is 
the church of the future. We cannot by petition or statute 
make a Christian. ; a 


_ Trumpet-Call Against Our Would-be Tyrants. 
Tarzs Rivers, Mrog., Nov., 1891. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: To each and everyone who may 
hav, or who should hav, the best well-being of our great and 
grand republic in view, it is to you I wish to talk and ask a 
few questions of seeming importance. I hear ominous sounds 
in the murky atmosphere of Christian priestcraft.and fanat- 
ical church communities, portentous of danger to. the true 
commonwealth of these our United States of America. 
Indeed, the waters of peace are likely to be needlessly 
troubled by a few over.zealous, cranky societies about. the 
propriety, or rather impropriety, as I should say, of thrusting 
their personal God into the Constitution of our nation, 
which would simply be a stepping-stone to a detestable 
union of church and state. These hot-headed zealots or 
priests are striving to make a willing catspaw of -the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union and the Young Men's 
Christian Association, re-creating or bringing to life the old 
musty, unreasonable Sunday Blue laws that were promul- 
gated by early Connecticut Puritan Christians—an ignorant 
set of fanatice, who professed to believe they were doing 
God service by whipping, drowning, fining, and hanging 
so-called witches and Sunday trespassers, accused of some 
fancied wrong. I ask, were such diabolical proceedings 
done jn order to scare honest, well-meaning people to take 
refuge in the church of those dreadful times, when misguided 
ministers of a questionable gospel or religion preached hell- 
fire and damnation to a persecuted people, whose daily lives 
were much better than those of their priestly tormentors? 
Is it possible that even now. we hav a national president, a 
postmaster- general, and many Congressmen who are willing 
to overlook the awful persecutions, too horrible to name, 
when church and state were united in many of the old 
nations beyond the briny ocean? Do they think to wina 
crown of glory by working to please themselvs and a few 
millions of professed Christians, by gladly listening to the 
clandestin requests thereof to get laws enacted for the 
fining and punishing of innocent people, whose business 
employment is such that Sunday is the only time they can 
hav for a little harmless outlet and needful recreation among 
the rural fields, forests, groves, and al Dame Nature's 
beckoning joys! ‘Some,Christian fanatics presume to call 
this a Christian nation! Ob, shades of Parnassus! how 
dishonest and futil the claim! Only think of it—there are 
at most, according to our late census, only about 16,000,000: 
church. going Christian communicants of all denominations,. 
and half of that number at least are believed to be such 
only by name or profession, the other half being infidel to: 
their profession, thus showing the worst kind of infidelity,. 
and reducing the abovesaid number who may be of the 
better class of Christians down to 8,000,000 out of the: 
63,000,000 inhabitants of our nation, the most progressiv 
and truly the banner nation of the whole world. Yet, as: 
before noted, the comparativly small handful of Christians : 
hav the audacity to claim a right to rule God into the: 
national Constitution, over the shoulders of our wise fore- - 
fathers, who, foreseeing the imminent danger of placing: 
God therein, left him out on purpose, and wisely did they; 
so. Praised be their hon^rable names forever and ever. 

Now only 16,000,000 Christians, good, bad, and indifferent, 
are set Off against the vast number of 47,000,000 non-. 
professors, and yet the few hav the effrontery and brass to: 
claim this to be a Christian nation, and clamor for a God in 
the Constitution, and for union of church and state; also 
for Puritan Sunday laws, and Comstockish stool-pigeon 
arrests, and persecuting fines for what they are pleased to 
term obscene literature—literature that is white compared 
to a vast amount of Bible obscenity. i 

Now, who will gainsay the truth of the foregoing oper 
letter? I ö pause for a reply,” as friend Piper would say. 

E. D. BrAEEMAN. 

From the Seat of Our Coming Sunday Conflict. 

Cnrcaao, III., Nov. 11, 1891. 

Mr. Enrrog: In accordance with the request of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER I sent to Secretary Butterworth a copy of 
the inclosed protest against closing the World's Fair on Sun- 
day. Iam the author of the communication. 

The Catholics hav been greatly disturbed by Mr. Butter- 
worth’s utterance touching the madonnas and the cruci- 
fixions. The power of the Catholics is gone so far as having 
any influence that would cause the removal of an impor- 
tant officer like Mr. Butterworth. If he should be removed 
the Chicago L‘berals would make Rome howl. I called on - 
Mr. Butterworth to.day and he was not in the least dis- 
turbed. 7 8. Ropzrts.. 

QUESTIONS FOR MB. BLANOHARD. 

In Monday morning’s issue of the Daily News the Rev. 
Mr. Blanchard is reported to hav said in the meeting held at 
Grace Methodist Episcopal church Sunday evening, under 
the auspices of the American Sabbath Union, that the 
World's Fair should not be open on the Sabbath, because 
the law of God forbids work on that day." 

I wish to know if Mr. Blanchard can refer to any passage 
in the Bible which prohibits work on the first day of the 
week (Sunday)? I also wish to know by whose authority 
and when the first day of the week was substituted for the 
seventh day? Furthermore, I would like to know if he or 
any other preacher can point to any passage uttered by 
Christ which commands that any particular day was holier 
than any other day. When Jesus was accused by the 
Pharisees of breaking the Sabbath he replied that he son of 
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man (not the son of God) was even lord of the Sabbath. I 
ask the Pharisees of to-day if the sons of men (the people) are 
not also lords of thé Sabbath in this enlightened day. The 
orthodox ministers, it seems to me, are very much alarmed 
over what they term: the desecration of their Sunday. 
They c'aim that it is in the interest of the laboring men that 
tliey are demanding the closing of the World's Fair on 
unday, ^7 77 i 
How isit, I ask, that the laboring men are not making 
any move in the same direction? Oa the contrary, the 
laboring people, at least the great majority of them, are 
opposed to the closing of the World's Fair on Sunday. The 
reason is EN enough. The working people hav only one 
day (Sundev) in the week. which they can afford to spend to 
attend the Fair, whereas the ministers hav six days at their 
command. These preachers and their supporters are 
exceedingly anxious concerning the holy observance of 
Sunday. How many of them eat cold meals on that holy 
day? Perhaps they all do. If they do they do not publish 
it. Are not the servants of these modern Pharisees at work 
: most of the dav preparing as good meals on that day as on 
any other day ? . n 5 * 
How many pious church-members ride in their carriages 
driven by liveried servants on the day when Mr. Blanchard 
says God ‘forbids work,” besides the thousands who ride 
in the street and steam cars? If these preachers and their fol- 
lowers sincerely believe that the work done in the running of 
carriages, street and steam cars is prohibited by God, why 
in the name of religion and common sense do they patro- 
nizethem? Why do not these preachers preach in favor of 
. eating cold meals and using their own locomotion on Sun- 
day, thereby giving the thousands of people who are 
“now deprived of the rest they ought to hav time to attend 
divine services if they wish ? l 
I I ama workingman myself. I hav also children who hav 
to work six days each. week. Sunday is the only day we 
can afford to spend, and we hope to be able to make good 
-use'of it during the holding of the World's Fair; but if the 
preachers could hav their way myself and children as well 
as millions of others would be deprived of the opportunity 
of enjoying the grandest exhibition of the works of nature 
and man the world has ever seen. I hav faith in the good 
sense of the American people and I believe the World's 
Fair directorg will exercise their good judgment to that 
; extent as to extend the opportunity to all the people to visit 
or not visit the World’s Fair every day of the week duriog 
its continuance. $ . : 
. The people of the United States of America are the lords 
of even the Sabbath day and the voice. of the people is the 
‘voice of God. If the preachers of Chicago during the Fair 
- will preach. good common-senee sermons, something after 
the style of Swing and Thomas, I will guarantee that their 
churches will not be able to hold the people that will want 
to hear them. In conclusion I ask Mr. Blanchard and his 
fellow-preachers to giv us a rést on the World's Fair Sunday- 
closing business and giv us instead the kind of mental food 
that will enable us to better the environments and condition 
: of the people at large. Rrasanr Porvti. 
170 Washington street, Oit». November 10:h. : 


church m:ans everything to a community. There- is no | and unfettered brain there would be no progress—that, in 
nierest of man from the cradle to the. grave that is not | the language of that grand ma», that splendid intellectual 
furthered by it. While it is not the province of the Bible colossus, Colonel Ingersoll, in the intellectual air there is 
to teach science, yet science flourishes only in Christian | room for every wing, and on the intellectual sea there is 
ands. So with literature; so with commerce where great | rcom for every sail.” i : 

highways are between Christian nations. The governments] You ray you hav investigated the subject ip question.” 
of the world that are of sufficient importance to be recognized | Now, le* me in all candor ask you how many Infidel books 


The Comparativ Morals of Christians and Ingersollians. 
"ys YPaILantt, Oct. 10, 1891. 
MR. EprroR: Finding my subscription nearly out, and 
. myself still on deck, I thought beat to renew, as the paper 
` ja always a welcome visitor, helping me to while away what 
would otherwise be many a sad hour. I am in want of 
several more of your publications, but find myself, like 
many of your subscribers, not only old but in limited cir- 
` cumstances, making it necessary to deny myself the pleasure 
they would afford. ,Nevertheless, we old fellows hav one 
consolation, viz., Blessed are the poor, for theirs is the 
17 $ 


in the establishment of- international law are Christian com- | nd periodicals you hav ever read- Hav you not invariably 
munities. Let this town become R representativ of Inger. | spurned them as though they had been infected with some. 
sollism, where men believe in no God, no heaven, no hell, | terrible contagious disease? E 
no hereafter, no future but a blank, and & hundred police- You say, '* Why think all Freethinkers perfect?" I never 
men would be needed to preserve the peace. made such a claim, but is it not a fact that the leaders of the 
; : — . intellectual world are, and always hav been, Freethinkers? 
Won't Hav His Brain Forced into Innoeuous Desue- | This no thoroughly honest, intelligent, and well.resd person 
; ` tude. will undertake to, e The, tenson, that Infidels are 
4 more moral than Christians as a class is that they are vastly 
Mz. Epiror: It is Pe semanas pei 5 3 more intelligent and civilized. I hav never said anything 
you that your excellent T Ty for me to assure against the reverend gentleman to whom you refer, although 
1805 ent journal is in perfect accord with my | I am reliably informed that. he once swore to a lie in a court: 
«heolog cal views in almost every respect. I shall endeavor | of justice. However, be that as it may, I decline to attack 
to send you a new subscriber before my departure for Texas. | any man's private character, whether Christian or Infidel. I 
I hav thus far sold six “ Pictorial Text-Books,” and think I flatly refuse to deal in personalities. Judging by my expe- 
will be able to dispose of several more , rience at least, such despicable and cowardly tactics are 
I hav forwarded to G P z peculiar to Christians. Slander is now the only gun in the 
Brother R : overnor Peck of this state a copy of | arsenal of heaven which hes not been spiked, and I do not 
er Reynolde's petition, protesting sgainst the Thanks. | think that Iofldels are at all anxious to gain possession of it. 
giving proclamation mockery. I hav also sent a petition to | Tou admit that Mr. Ingersoll is a good and pure man, 
my old home, Albert Lea, Minn., where it is being circulated | but, you ask, areall Freethinkerslikehim? Now, do you not 
among the numerous friends of ‘intellectual h ospitality " by know that statistics show that preachers furnish more crimi- 
Lyle H. Day, an earnest young Liberal and H nals in proportion to their number than any other class of 
H. G. Dav x young Liberal and son of Hon. | men, and itis a remarkable fact that a large majority of 
. G. Day, the able and heterodox editor of the Albert Lea | these crimes are crimes against women ? Is not this a pretty 
Standard. Of course I hav not the least idea that these | record for a class of “holier than thou” professed teachers 
petitions will. be instrumental in inducing our public | Of public eid ^ Do Jou noi ee 1 ttiar it is simai 
servants to : an impossibility to flad an el immured in a penitenti- 
but they Soni bu area 1 ce absurdity, | ary? Pi udging by the statistics of other states, I undertake 
we could y Boocanm. elieve, however, that | 10 say that in all probability there is not a single outepoken 
could soon make ourselvs felt if every Freethinker and | Infidel conflued in the penitentiary of your state, and if you 
despiser of sham and hypocrisy in the land would emphatic- | will ascertain from an authoritativ Bource the religious belief 
ally protest against our public servants thus prostituting | of the prisoners confined therein, I hereby agree to pay you 
their official powers. $5 for every Ir row provided yon vill agree ta pey mou 
i : cents for every Christian to be foun ere. Bw ea 
1 me vi receipt of one of Brother-Wettstein’s popular golden opportuniiy for you to help me rquelch the Christian 
ought badges, and can truly say that I am more than | lie that unbelief tends to produce crime and immorality. I 
delighted with them. Were I unable to get another one I | challenge ycu to show me a single Infidel who to your 
would not part with it for many times its cost, not merely on | Knowledge 97 over veon rae tare offense against ie 
account of : laws of morality. y, just look for a moment at the 
account of ure Mc Leer it symbolizes, but on Infidels in your own community. Are they not among your 
This city is ppe ee . most intelligent and respected Citizens? Was there ever the 
8c ty a perfect hot-bed of superstition, ignorance, | faintest breath of scandal connected with them, and are not 
and bigotry. Mr. Pecci, of Rome—I think that is the | their charac'ers ac far above reproach as any theologian 
.'' infallible” gentleman’s name—enjoys absolute sway over | that ever treathed? You will find it the same all the world 
the benighted minds ofa considerable majority of the people | Over. Now, on the other hand, just look at the beautifully 
here, and from this fact alone you will be able to form some checkered characters of some of the devout believers in your 
notion as to their intell fine religion. Every bum, cutthroat, vagabond, and sneak- 
intellectual condition. On account of my, thief in town, if you were to take the trouble to investigate 
radical and outspoken Freethought views, I am, to a consid- | the matter, you would find to be devout believers in the 
erable extent, a social outcast here, but this does not in the | doctrins of 1 for aim, vicarious 8 future 
least deter me from rewards and punishments, etc., an e least allusion to 
an opportunity 3 FF Freethought would cause them to jin voluntarily hold up 
Not long a ; ; their hands in holy horror and their pious lips to curl with 
g ago one of my esteemed Christian friends felt | an idiotic sneer that would remind you of Darwin's ‘ miss- 
called upon to write me a letter admonishing me to turn] ing link." Now, mind you, please don’t misconstrue my 
from the error of my ways”—that is, to be content to | meaning. I know perfcctly well that there are plenty of 
remain in a state of mental stagnation, to ‘sacrifice my good Christians whose standard of morality is just as high 
individuality and become the living coffin of a dead soul.” | 8° that cf Infidels. but taken as a class the unbelievers are 
This led toa short but heated > | far above the Christians as fer as morality is concerned. 
ealed epistolary discussion of this | A belief in some of the pernicious decirins of orthodox 
subject. I handled the subject entirely without gloves, and | Christianity must tend to a dissolution of public morality. 
I am inclined to believe that it will be some time before my You claim that you are not bigoted on this subject, and 
superstitious, but perhaps well-meaning; friend will under- uen with the next breath de caro that “I need not Mud 
t about emarcipsting your mind, as your m 8allr ro 
„ pone reciente me again. I append This shows conclusivly that you hav firmly resolved 6 re- 
* o 1 8 ° i * os PE A. BanDBURG. jeet all 1 against, te abiud and Senses doctrine 
1 : A ! : ou say tha e myse ou delight in de .” | of orthodcx Christiani erefore I am led to infer that the 
from the Ypsilantian, stating the views | well, then, why don't vou at est mako some ei time cccupied in writing this letter has been utterly wasted. 
T tor as to what this town would be' to answer at least some of the arguments with which | Ia the language ef Thomas Paine, “To argue with a man 
"^ obliged to do it should adopt Ingersollism. my letter fairly bristled? Why did you worm yourself | who has renounced hia reason is like giving medicin to the 
Now, I will state, for the information of the reverend around each and every ono or hent xou say, ** Debates deed.” 5 Ir 1 says, thene Worde ought tobe written in 
; N ; and arguments are all right.“ Do you not know that this is | letters of gold and made to adorn the walls of every ortho- 
doctor, that I hav been a resident of Ypsilanti for forty-three contrary to the ten chinga of the RR P. DO jou 20 know | dox chun E Law almost willing to wager that were the 
years, and in that time hav known a good many Inger- | it to be a fact that every time an Infidel lecturer comes to | greatest orator of our time, and perhaps all the time, to lect. ` 
sollians, and from anything that I now recall as to them the | your town the preachers immediately start prayer. meetings | ure jn your city, you would refuse to even listen to this mag- 
town would: hav been just as safe and orderly without a in Opposition to him, and that they warn their poor dupes | nificent man; but, on the contrary, should the clownish 
single policeman as with one hundred, aa the reverend with the stale and contemptible threat of hell-fire not to | acd sensational soul-hustler of Brooklyn advertise himself 
Ele p , attend the lectures, for fear they might be transformed from | to perform tkere, you would almost fall over yourself in 
_ doctor intimates ; while during the same time I hav known silly and unthinkirg orthodox sheep into Freethinkin g goats, | your frantic scramble to secure a seat. 
six or eight church officials in disgrace. Some of them are | and thus detract from their ill-gotten revenue, wrung from | If you must believe in a God, why believe him to be the 
now in Canada, and for prudential reasons not strong advo. | the cowardice, fear, and credulity of humanity? Do you | cruel, merciless and bloodthirsty scoundrel of ‘the Bible? 
cates of annexation, others of them nestling in Abraham’s | not know it to be a fact that these soul-hustlers invariably | Why uot believe him to be good and kind and just and mer- 
bonom by the side af that other fellow whose only qualifica- make themselvs conspicuous by their absence from suth | ciful? Why believe in a devil and a bell? If the devil 
, bo y hav be lectures; that they obstinately and persistently refuse to | continues to roam around ‘‘like a roaring lion, seeking 
tion for the place seems to hav been that he was a beggar | meet a brave and honest champion of universal mental lib- whom he msy devour,” in spite of everything that God can 
and full of sores. Whether they were of the same nature as | erty in public debate; that they skulk behind the coward’s | do to stop him, dees not this prove that His Satanic Majesty 
those that the man after God's own heart complained of | retreat, the pulpit, but as soon as the “horrid Infidel” bas is more powerful than his '* daddy," and that the Lord can 
when he said: “ My bones are rotten, my wounds stink, | departed they immediately resort to their despicable tactics | not be all-powerful—or can it be possible that these mon- 
and my loins are filled with a loathsome disease,” deponent of lying, backbiting, and slandering ? You know this to be | strosities are in partnership? ‘‘ If it is a fact that the whole 
my T th Minen in P TRU 8 a fact as well as I do, and were it not for the cloud of | human family is in the hands of such a god and such a devil, 
; saith not. From the communication in THE TRUTH SEEKER, | prejudice and bigotry before your eyes you would frankly | I would call upon the angels to pity and to weep” If the 
October 8d, from 8. P. Putnam, of the state of Washington, | admit it. : Lord is all. powerful, is it not wicked in him to permit this 
it would seem very appropriate for the reverend doctor to | I am not trying to make you admit that thereis no God." | old sooty rascal to thus roam around? If this God is all- 
use his mighty influence in having one hundred policemen IUe a mia or De Renee mo OM you believe powerful and har the bir 16505 e no 
6 od or not, bu ou are not a barbarian you ought to | name of common sens ; 
appointed in the town 5 C a ager state, to | be willing to extend to all others the rights which jou Qin of which according to the Bible he has a superabundance, 
Protect, not Christians, but Ingersollians from the murder- | for yourself. I myself believe in a God which I know exists, | and utterly annihilate this horrid devil, and thus forever 
ous hate of Christian fanatics. (A good place for Pasteur namely, force and matier—nature—but I certainly cannot | banish sin, and path, and suffering from the world? 
‘to locate.) The reverend gentleman seems to insinuate that | stomach the personal God idea. However, that is not the] I hope that I hav sa‘d nothing in this letter which in the 
this is a Christian government, ignoring the fact that the question we are discussing. Iam simply trying to convince least cffends you. Even the truth is sometimes bard to 
men who framed it were not Christians themselvs, neither | zou that even an Infidel has rights which Christians ought to | Swallow, and it c ften requires courage to tell the truth. If 
i in Christianity, and that Washington himself i be compelled to respect. I am simply trying to convince | you are disposed to *' keep the ball rolling,” you will at all 
believers ristianity, g mse” M | you thata book of the frightful character of the Holy Bible | times find me ready for the fray, and fully prepared to vin- 
-our treaty with Tripoli declares that this is not in any sense | cannot be the word of an infinitly good and just God. I| dicate the reputation of this God, who is said to hav his 
a Christian government any more than it is a Jewish or am trying to convince you that we should not be asked to | abode somewhere beyord the cloude, but whom no one has 
Mohammedan government. No, reverend sir, this, the | swallow all sorte of balderdash that the preachers attempt to | ever yet beheld, although I believe it is claimed by some 
best and most prosperous government in the world, is not | ram down our throats, and then flaunt the scarecrow of an that Brother Moses iud on a Ai n wih him 
h on account of Christianity, but in spite of it. eternal hell before our eyes if we even make a wry face in | face to face as a man spraketh to his friend,” and that he 
suc! ) , t attempting to swallow their absurdities. I am endeavorip g | once indecently exposed himself, as related in Lev. xxxiii, 
The reverend is very careful not to tell us that these same | to make you admit that I should not be compelled to allow | 23. If you are inclined to be angry with me at anything I 
Christian governments, with millions of men under arms, | my brain to lapse into a condition of absolute“ innocuous | hav said in this letter, I hope that you will generously and 
are not expecting the millennium to be immediately ushered | desuetude"—that the expression of an honest thought can | megnanimously cover all my supposed transgresslons with 
in, but are looking, if not wishing, for the time to come eek are 8 harm an all powerful pee Tam 1 e of CNY ana per ug you g Dae 
, "ue nvince you that the wor! . ) 
when they can cut each other's throats on a more magnificent | c ould be absolutely free é all—that it should 20 e while vou will be enjoying the society of Lot, and David, 
scale than ever before known. - Jas. P. DIOKINSON. | fetter and without a chain—that it is a free and untram. and Solomon, and Abraham (the man with the capacious 
.. Between twelve and fifteen hundred people gathered at | meled exchange of ideas that makes us move onward and | bosom), and other old patriarchs who ought to be in the 
the corner of Washington and Ellis streets yesterday to wit- | upward to a higber and nobler destiny than the wildest | Penitentiary, you can enjoy the infinit pleasure of beholdin 
ness the ceremony of laying the corner-stone of the new | dreams ever pictured upon the brains of our orthodox fore- | me slowly sizz'e in the devils frying-pan throughout all 
Methodist church. fathers—that it is Freethought that has lifted us from the | eternity. : 
Rev. L. R. Fiske, D.D., president of Albion College, 
opened his remarks with tlie statement that the Ohristian 


depths of savagery up to our magnificent civilization of to- | I remain yours, etc., in the cause of Universal Mental 
day. Iam endeavoring to convince you that without a free ! Liberty, JorszPH A. BANDBURG. 


. Ghildren’s Gerner. 


Adited by Miss Busam H. Wixom, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
tris Corner shouid be cent. 


Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour." 


In Nature's Haunts, 


1 love to wander in the shade 
And revel mid some sylvan scene, 
Where nature wears a face serene, 
And Flora’s gifts are all arrayed. 


Where twining tendril interweaves ; 
Where tiny bud unfolde ita wings : 
Where woodland’s sweetest songster sings 
On stately bough, neath verdant leaves. 


Where gentle breezes linger round, 
And waft sweet odors from the flow'rs; 
Where noontide snn peeps through the bowers 
And kisses earth with beauty crowned. 


I love to sit beside the book 
And watch its crystal waters leap 
O'er mossy stone and rugged steep 
From sunny pool to shady nook. 


I love to hear its zoothing tong— 
That m-lody so soft and low 
That ushers fenm ita rippling flow, 
As Dlayfully it rolls along. 


Tlove to stroll along the brink. 
And gather pretty stones and shells; 
Or pluck the dainty golden bells 
"Whose rootiets from its fountains drink. 


My very heart is sweetly thrilled 
With solitary nappiness, 
To think chat I can hav access 
To nature’s haunts with beauty filled. 


Yes, nature holds within her bounds 
Ro many things that charm the soul, 
No wonder that the Indian’s goal 

Was in the havpy hunting-grounda. 


Though others look beyon the skies 
For future happiness and blias, 
Ithink I am content with this 
Sweet nature'8 radiant p :adise 
i GEORGE J. REMsBUEG. 
— — . — 


The. Old Windmill. 

One of the greatest curiosities in the West 
is an old windmill located at Lawrence, 
Kan. It stands on a high hill overlooking 
the city of Lawrence, and appears like a 
sentinel keeping guard over the destinies of 
Lawrence and her people. There it his stood 
for over a third of a century, withstanding 
alike the pleasant summer zephyr and the 
cbilling gusts of winter’s snow and ice which, 
blow across the Kansas plains. Little does it 
care whether it is fanned by a gentle summer 
breeze or a winter hurricane, as it is alike un- 
conscious of both. 

Its history is the history of the little town 
which surrounds it. At the time it was built 
there were but few marks of the city which 
has since grown up around it. 

Away back in the early part of the sixties 
my father conceived the idea of utilizing the 
steady winds and putting their great powers 
to more use than wafting the dust across the 
prairie. The men to build the mill had to be 
brought over from Sweden, as none kere un- 
derstood how to erect such a structure. 
Swedes had long since realized what a force 
the wind is and had turned it to use to drive 
the millstones and other machinery. 

After the mechanics had been produced 
there were still many difficulties to be over- 
come, as Kansas was a new state, without a 
mile of railroad, and with no other means of 
transportation than the ox team. 

The great heavy timber for the structure 
had to be hauled from the Indian Territory, a 
distance of four hundred miles over the wild 
prairie, with no road or trail to follow, and 
every creek had to be forded or bridged, and 
often the teams were delayed for a week by 
the swollen streams. All the iron and heavy 
machinery had to be brought from Fort 
Leavenworth, as that was the nearest rail- 
road point. s 

The years when the mill was being built 
were during the late war, when Kansas was 
in the midst of bitter strife, as both sides 
wished to claim it. 

When Quantrell raided our little town and 
massacred half of our male population, and 
burnt all our houses and stores, he also at- 
tempted to burn the mill, but did not succeed, 
as all the timber was too green to burn and 
could not be ignited easily, and Quantrell and 
his men were loath to overexert themselvs 
at anything which bad the appearance of 
work; so they gave up after one trial. 

When finally completed it towered up into 
the sky like the fabled giants of old of whom 
we hav all heard so much. 

The structure has eight sides, so it would 
giv as little surface as possible for the wind 
to bear against; it rests on a wide foundation 


The. 


and tapers toward the top, the main is thrown out of it, and each day it receives 


structure being about seventy-five feet high. 
The wings are eighty feet from tip to tip and 
are eleven feet wide. 

The top, which contains the main shaft 
through which the wings pass, is loose and 
revolves on a track, so that the wings can be 
turned to face the wind when blowing from 
any point of thé compass. The wings con- 
sist of a main arm, through which are passed 
slats, forming a latticework on which the 
rails are spread so as to catch the wind and 
furnish the power. This mill is the largest 
mill of its kind in the United States and cost 
originally a little over $13,000. : 

It was first used almost exclusivly for 
grinding purposes but later it was used to 
furnish power for a plow factory; but now 
as its days of usefulness are over it is stand- 
ing idle, and as it has done good service it is 
entitled to a reat. 

It has lately been purchased by the city 
charity committee and is going to be used as 
an art gallery, for the benefit of the poor, 
and it will be one of the most romantic art 
galleries in the country. 

This mill is one of the landmarks of 
Kansas and is to that noble state what the 
old ruinous castles on the Rhine are to Ger- 


many, or the ruins of the Parthenon are to}. 


Greece. If the old mill could talk what a 
tale it could tell of the people who visited it 
and left their autographs written on the 
board on the inside of the structure. 

| This mill is such a curiosity that a large 
silver manufacturer has gotten up a souvenir 
spoon with & picture of the old mill in the 
bowl and it is said that they can hardly keep 
up with their orders. The mill has been 


.twice struck by lightning and been on fire 


once, but in spite of it all it still stands & 
noble monument to the memory of the man 
who conceived and planned its building. 
| : WILLIAM L. Parm. 
Denver, Col , Nov. 11, 1889. 
_ Ot — — 
| Earliest Methods of Measuring Time, 
The story is that. King Alfred had no better 
way to tell the time than by burning twelve 
candles, each of which lasted two hours; 
and, when all the twelve were gone, another 
day had passed. Long before the time of 
Alfred, and long before the time of Christ, 
the sbadow of the sun told the hour ot 
the day by means of a sun-dial. The old 
Chaldeans so placed a hollow hemisphere, 
with a bead in the center, that the shadow of 
the bead on the inner surface told the hour 
of the day. Other kinds of dials were after- 
ward made with a tablet of wood or straight 
piece of metal. On the tablets were marked 
the different hours. When the shadow came 
to the mark IX, it was 9 o'clock in the 
morning. 'The dial was sometimes placed 
near the ground, or in towers of buildings. 
The old clock on the eastern end of Faneuil 
Hall, in Boston, was formerly a. dial of this 
kind ; and on some of the old church towers 
in England you may see them to-day. Aside 
from the kinds mentioned, the dials now in 
existence are intended more for ornament 
than for use. In the days when dials were 
used, each one contained a motto of some 
kind, like these: Time flies like the 
shadow zu or, “ I tell no hours but those that 
are happy.” l 
But the dial could be used only in the day- 
time. and, even then, it was worthless when 
the sun was covered with clouds. In order 
to measure the hours of the night as well as 
the hours of the day, the Greeks and Romans 
used the clepsydra, which means, The 
water steals away." A large jar was filled 
with water, and a hole was made in the bot. 
tom through which the water could run. 
| The glass in those days was not transparent. 


No one could see from the outside how much l 


water had escaped. So there were made, on 
the inside, certain marks that told the hours 
as the water ran out; or else a stick with 
notches in the edge was dipped into the 
Water, and the depth of what was left showed 
the hour. Sometimes the water dropped into 
another jar in which a block of wood was 
floating, the block rising as the hours went 
on. Once in a while, some very rich man 
had a clepsydra that sounded a musical note 
at every hour.— Popular Science Monthly. 
— 2 P 
Wonders of the Body. 

Suppose your age to be fifteen or there- 
abouts. You hav two hundred bones and six 
hundred muscles; your blood weighs twenty- 
five pounds; your heart is five inches in 
length and three inches in diameter ; it beats 
seventy times per minute, 42,000 times per 
hour, 100,800 per day, 35,792,000 per year, 


At each beat a little over two ounces of blood 


` 


and discharges about seven tons of that won- 
derful fluid. Your lungs will contain a gallon 
of air, and you inhale 24,000 gallons per day. 
The aggregate surface of the air cells of your 
lungs, supposing them to be spread out, ex- 
ceeds 20,000 square inches. The weight of 
your brain is three pounds; when you are a 
man it will weigh about eight ounces more. 
Your nerves exceed 10,000,000 in number. 
Your skin is composed of three layers, and 
varies from one-fourth to one-eighth of an inch 
in thickness. “The area of your skin is about 
1,700 inches. Each square inch contains 
about 2,500 sweating-tubes or perspiratory 
pores, each of which may be likened to a little 
draining-tile one-fourth of an inch long, 
making an aggregate length of the surface of 
your body of 88,541 feet, or a tile ditch for 
draining the body almost seventeen miles 


long. 
— 


Children’s Quaint Sayings. 

A child seeing a bill on a telegraph post: 
“Oh, mamma, look! a message has fallen 
down.” 

Tottie: “I wonder why dolls are always 
girls, Tom?” Tom: *' Because boys hate to 
be made babies of.” 

Little boy, learning his catechism from his 
mother: : What is a man’s chief end?“ 
A: His head.” 

A little girl, aged five, going to bed one 
night, and kneeling down to say her prayers, 
said: O, mamma, may I only say amen 
to-night? Iam so tired.” ; 

Mamma: And David was able to kill that 
great big man Goliath because God helped 
him." Harry (aged six): ** Well, I don't call 
that fair, mamma; that’s two and one." | 

Girl (yawning over lessons): I'm so tired; 
I should like to goto sleep.“ Boy: “Pl tell 
you what to do, then; get up early tomorrow 
and hav a good sleep before breakfast.” 

Small boy, watching his sister iron a piece 
of work with bird’s nest of eggs done in 
crewels on it: ** I say, sister, if you keep the 
iron so long on those eggs you'll hatch ’em.” 

Jack (aged four, taking a walk): What 
becomes of people when they die?” Mamma: 
They turn into dust, dear.” Jack: What 
a lot of people there must be on this road, 
then.” ; 9 

A little girl had a penny given her to drop 
in the collection-box at church. When she 
dropped in the coin she exclaimed, *: That's 
the way the money goes; pop goes the 
weasel.” : 

A little gírl, seeing two love bird& bil'ing 
and cooing, was told that they were making 
love. Why don’t they marry ?“ she asked; 
“ then they would not make love any more.” 

As-we were talking one day about churches 
and their curious ceremonies, a little boy 
remarked that he had seen a christening, & 


funeral, and a wedding, but he had never| 


seen a divorce.  . : 

A precocious boy of six years, listening 
wearily to a long-winded tale related by a 
prosy relativ, took advantage of a short 
pause to say, slyly: I wish that story had 
been brought out ia numbers.” 

“Little baby is very ill, Charley: I am 
afraid he will die.” 
mamma, he won't go to the bad place." 
„Why, Charlie, how can you know that?” 


„Oh, I know he can’t, mamma; he's got no 


teeth to gnash.“ ; 

A fond mother said to her little son: 
„Tommy, my dear, I am going to giv you a 
little companion soon; which would you 
prefer, a little boy or a little girl?” ** Well, 
mother,” replied Tommy, “if it is all tbe 
same to you,I would rather hav a little 
donkey.” 


. Correspondence. 


Aspen, Cor., Nov. 10, 1891. 
Miss Susan H. Wixow: I thought that I 
would write you a letter, a8 it has been some 
time since I hav written to the Corner. I 
hav been studying shorthand and typewriting 
for two months and ean write quite well. It 
is snowing to-day. 

Colorado is not so cold as some people 
think. Papa has been taking Tak TnuTH 
Szexes for two years. Mr. Shaw, the well- 
known Liberalist of Galveston, Tex.. lectured 
here for three evenings. The Rev. Mr: 


Williams replied to him. I like shorthand |- 


and it is easy to learn. I would like to cor- 
respond with the boys and girls of the 
Corner. It is snowing so hard that I cannot 
see the mountaine. Osca KISDRIOK. — 


[Oscar's letter is written nicely and shóws | 


that he is familiar with the typewriter. 
Write again, Oscar.— En. C. C.] l 


————————————————— 

FITS.-A! Fits stopped free by De KLIxE'Ss 
GAT NERVE RESTORER No Fits after first day's 
use. Marvelous-cures. Treatise and $2.00 trial 
bottle free to Fit cares, Send to Dr. Kline, 931 
Arch 8t., Philadelphia, Pa. : 
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„Well, if he does die, 


The Modem Scienca Ey 


Popular Evolutibh Essiys And Léctutes. 


HERBERT SPENOEB: His life and personal 
characteristics;, his Views on education; his 
religions opinions. By Mz. DANIEL GREEx- 

EB ROBERT DARWIN : His anbest 

2. CHARLES ROBER IN: ancestry; 

B and persondl charactéristics. By JOHN 

W. OBADWIOE. A 
3. SOLAR AND PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
How suns and worlds come into being. Did 
the material universe ever have a beginning? 
VOLUHON OF THE BARTH: Tho story of 
4. EVOLUTION O : e story o 
geo ogy; How the world grew. By Dn. 

WIH G.JANES. . 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE : How does 

life begin; The problem of spontaneous 

ILLIAM POTTS, 

ANIMAL LIFE: The evi- 

dences from geology, geographioal distribu- 

tion and comparative zoology. By HoBsITEX 
RAYMOND, Ph.D : 

7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: Relation of man 

to the brute creation; his ancestral line; 

duration of popen Ufo on ths planet. By 
D. Cork, Ph 


8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: The mind and the 
netvous system; the nature of mind. By 
IMRIGN OF SOOIRTY. Primiti 

. ve man; 

T iii on the family, city, and state ; de- 
velopment of the domestic relations; mar- 
VOLITION OF THEOLOGY, Origin of 

. ON O. . gin of re 
» EJOLUTIOR ps ideas of primitive man. By 
SOLUTION OF MORALS. How altrui 
. ow altruism 
uy mou out of egoism; the prorer balance. 
10g OPERI UN, M from goi 
A , A. from geology, 

. r poem morpholegf; ©, from embryology: 
d, from metamorphosis; e, from rudimen- 
ta y organs; f, from geographical distribu- 
tion; g, from discovered Jinks; h, from arti- 
ficiat breeding; i, from reversion; k, from 
vOLUTK 14 RELATED TO RELIGIOUS 

" LUTIO 

E EYSOUGRT. By Rev. JonN W. ÜHADWIOE. 

14. PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION. Relation 
of the doctrine to prevailing philosophical 
systems. By Stark Hoyt NIOHOLS. | 

15. THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING OIVILIZATION. Plans for tocial 
regeneration as tested by evolution. By 
HE B-OPW AND PHINOIPLES OF THE 

. THE S OPER 4 
3i CEVQLU CION PHILOSOPHY. By Ds. Lewis 
» JANES. E 
4 E MORAL AND RELIGIOUA ASPTO"g 
5 TO HERBERT SPENOERS PHILOSOPHY. 
By ByLYAN DREY. 


30. THE RELATIVITY OF KNOWLEDGE. The 
nature of sense-percepiion ; sight, sound, 
taste, smell, feeling; the doctrine of the Un- 
knowable. By ROBERT G, Focies, M.D. 

19, A STUDY OF MATTER AND MOTION. An 
excellent digest of a much vexed question, 
with quotations from many authorities. By 

`- Fon. A. N: ADAMS. 

20. PRIMITIVE MAN. Man as revealed by 
archeological studies; evidences of man's 
antiquity; geological periods; man's abpear- 
ance in the ditocene, paleolithic and neo · 
lithio races; the ages of bronze and iron; 
cave men and Jake.dwellers; dolmen and 
mound builders : primitive implements and 
tools; proofs of man’s natural evolution. 
By Z. SIDNEY BAMPSON. 

21. GROWTH OF THE MARRIAGE RELATION. 
Marriage a primitive institution ; ita earlier 
forms; no evidence of original promiscuity } 
exogamy and endogsmy: group-marriage; 
-polygyny, polyandry and monogamy; mar- 
riage by capture: monogamy the highest 
form of the relation; divoros amd divorce 
laws: marriage a contract; its regulation 
by the state. Br G. STANILAND WARE. 

22 EVOLUTION OF THE STATE. The growth 
of political institutions; the patriarchal 
family; the tribe and clan. By JOHN A. 
TAYLOR. awe ee = : l " 

23 EVOLUTION OF LAW. How law begins: 
statute law and judge- made lag: the cone 
version of customs into law. By Pror. Rods 
SHELDON. ; 

24 EVOLUTION OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 
Superoarural ideas of disease; fetichism in 
medicine ; the beginnings of medical science. 
By HonBE.T G. EOOLES, M.D. : 

2) EVOLU ION OF ARMS AND ARMOR. The 
necessity for arms and armor under the 

struggle for existence. By JomN O. Kim. 
BALL. . . 


26 EVO UTION OF THE MEOHANIO ARTR. 
x. evelopment of the human hand; the earli- 
est uve of implements and tools. By James 
A. BEILTON. ] 

$1. EVOLUTION OF THE WAGES SYSTEM. 
The definition of wages; economio charac. 
teristics of the wages system; wages the 
outgrowth of slavery; origin and develop. 
ment of the wages syatem. By Pror. Gro. 
Gunton: . a 

33. EDUOATION AS A FAOTOR IN CIVILI. 
ZATION. The beginnings of education; 
«arly methods in aa f arsia, Obina, 
Greece, and Rome; early Ohristian ideas o 
education; Oatholio and Protestant views} 
the common school system. By Miss Cano: 
LINE B. Le Row. ; 

29. EVOLUTION AND SOCIAL REFORM. I. 
The Theo:og’cal Method. By Rav. Joun 
OHADWIOE. 

80. EVOLUTION AND SOCIAL REFORM. II. 
The Socialistic Method. By WILLIAM POTTS. 

81. EVOLUTION AND SOCIAL REFORM. III. 
The Anarchistio Method. By Hvem O. 
PENTECOST. ~ 

3$ EVOLUTION AND SOCIAL. REFORM. IV. 
The NSciestific Method. By DANIEL GREEN- 
LXAF THOMPBON. 

88 ABA. GRAY : Hia Life and Work. By Mas. 
Mary TREAT. ] 

84. EDWARD LIVINGSTON YOUMANR. The 
Man and his Work. By Por. JOEN FiskE. 
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By SALADIN. 

$5 Cents. 


Price, - - - 


WIDL'THE COMING MAN WORSHIP GOD! 


By B. F. UnDER WOOD: 
Prios . 10 cents. 


For all of the above beoks addregg 
HE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
Ug F Fi Boy Yo 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 
ers Almanac. . . ups 
2. Men, Women, and Gods, Helen H. Gar- 
kan how homar Paine...) 25 
" n. 2 
4. Answers. to Christian Questions. D. M. ee 


Onno Adu rds. John Peck... 


Aa 


20 

. Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire. 10 

7. Ingersoll’s Address on Shakspere... . 235 

OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 

Yearly subscribers will receive ail the books 

issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of Price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 
For Her Daily Bread 18 the story of two young 


irls and a younger brother who were left parents 
less, with little money, fair education, and much 
the world by 


courage, to make their way through 

poing Chicago. The authoris also the heroin. 

The narrativ is, in the main, a history of & work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world, Price 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com: 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Charles Watts. With Profa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Oolonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 

A Reply to Father Lamberts 
“Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 

- Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
aud Influence. 382 pages. Price, 15 
cents. 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 


10 cents. 
Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 


to be Contradictory and Defectiv asan Ethical 
. Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents, 
Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which isthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents, 


Evolution and Special Creation. | The 
: ‘actual possibilities. [Boston Traveler. 


. 10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus. 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief, 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 


22 pages in 


The American Secular Union; lis. 


Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo. 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 82 pages in cover, 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Bev. Dr. R. F, Burns, of Halifax, 
N.8. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? | 3. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Christianity, 3, Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 
5 cents. : 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 


MERIT 100 PER CENT and vin $748 CASH Prizes 


on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines. 
Sample free. Territory. Dr. Bridgman, 375 B’way,N. Y, 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition, 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pz. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 
bed gt this office... 


Uu 


50 cents. Pup- 


j 


GIRARD'S WILL 
( Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 
Or the perversion of Stephen Girard'&magnificent 
beenent to Philadelp his by the Christian 
churches and Young Men's 
Ohristian Associa- 
tion. - 
By Bi1oz. B. Wzerszoot, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address Tuy TRUTH SEZXEE. 


New Edition. Revised and Enlarged, 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 


Introducticn by 
an BOBERT G. INGERSOLL. j 
; Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents, 
GRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS.| ru Trade Supplied at special Discounts. 
AN ADDRESS Address THE T 


TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Fhoto-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
sale at this office. Price, 50 cents. 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THX 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRIOE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 

CoxTENTS: What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lio Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position. 
Fate, Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Oharterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Bociety. Bights of Government. Duties of So 
ciety to Oriminale. Duty of Self Culture. Mar. 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD| 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff's Process," etc. 


It is & thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” * The Real Blasphemers,” * Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., etc. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
tae subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new. to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it 8o richly 
merits,—(The American Idea. 


Oloth, 12mo, $1, 
Addrese THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A. COLLECTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 
For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home. 


OOMPILED BY 
L. K. WASHBURN. 


and to noblest sentiments : never to his gel- $1.50 
fidhness.—{Boston Post. Prox, . ° s 0. 
A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 


12:o, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50c. 
Address THE TRUTH SHEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales ine, ‘ounded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. O. MIDDLETON. 


DOWN THEY Co! 


Best make Amer, can Ste awind Watches, 15 
jewels, adjusted, pat. regulator, in silverine care. 
only $11; in 8 Once coin silver. $16: 4 ounce, $17 
(a few years ago £69). In best 14 ki. filled gol 
cases, open face, $ 0; hunting, $23 to $28; 14 kt. 
solid gold, $40 to $100; same, not adjusted. $2 less; 
11 jwls. $360, and 7 jwise. $5 less (lower grade 
watcher, $5. $4. and $2 50). 

THE PERF4OPZD OTTO WETISTFIN:* 
WATOH, much finer than above, full adjusted to 
heat, cold, and position, 16 jwis, and ali modern 
improvements, nickel movement, cased a8 above. 
$8 more, giit mov't. $6 more. No one else in the 
world sends ont 80 good g watch at the price 

LADIS’! GOLD SHUNTING AMERICAN 
WATOHES, latest etyles. best filled, 7 jwis. $17: 
11 jwis. $18 £0; 15 jwls. $25; 14 kt. solid goid, $10 
to $100 more. All sent prepaid, kept incrder one 
year, and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

DIAMONDS: in rings, pins. drops, studs, eto., 
$10; $15; $25; $50; $100 to $1,000 per set. Cash re. 
funded, if not 2) per cent below regular price, 
any time within one vear. . 

WEDDING RINGS: Plain, chased, with pearls, 
emeralds, rabies, moonstones, opals, garnets, 
turquoise, solitaires or combinat ons, a epecialty. 

SUNDRIES : Rogers Bros’, triple plated knives, 
$1.75, forks, 21.75; Tea spoons, $1.80; Tables. $3 49: 
Best Bpects, in the world, $1; Pebbles, $2; 14 kt. 
gold, $5 more (send line of finest print you can 
read without glesses 14 inches from eyes); Gold 
headed causes, $8; $10; $15: $20. Best razo:—a 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., Says: 


Strange cases cured by my MFDIOAL DIS. 
OOVERY come to me every day. Here is one of 
Paralysis--Blindness—and the Grip. Now how 
does my MEDICAL DISOOVERY cure all these ? 
I don't know, unless it takes hold of the Hidden 
Poison that makes ali Humor. : 


VIRGINIA Orry, NEVADA: Sept, 9'h, 1891. 

Donala Kennedy—Dear Sir: Iwill state my vase 
to you; Abou: nine years ac L was paralyzed in 
my left side, and the best doctors gave me no 
relief for iwo years, and I was advised to try your 
DISCOVERY, which did its duty, andin a few 
months I was restored to health. About four years 
ago I became blind in my left eye by a apotteó 
cataract. Last March I was taken with La Grippe. 
and was confined to my bed for three morths. Ai 
the end of that time. as in the start, then it struck 
me that your DISCOVERY was the thing for me: 
so I got a bottle, and before it was half gone I 
was able to go to my work in the mines. Now in 
regard to my eyes, as I lost my left eye. and about 
six months ago my right eye became affected with 
black spots over the sieht as did the left eye 
—perhaps 8cme twenty of them—but since I have 
been using your DISCOVERY they all left my 
right eye but one; and, thank God, the bright 
light of heaven is once more making its appoaranoe 
in my lefteve. I am wonderfully astonished at it 
and thank God and your MEDICAL DISCOVERY. 
Yours truly, Hank WHITE. 


AN INFIDEL REMEDY. 
SEND 10 CENTS TO 
)r. FELLOWS, 
VINELAND, N. J. 
for his book on youth- 
ful errors, early decay, 
wasting weakness, lost 
manhood &c. It sets 
forth an External Ap- 
plication—a reliable 


luxury—$2; Solid silver 1poone, $1.70 per ounce. ng 
Souvencir spoons, silver, #1 27 to $2; Tea sets, O home cure, with full di 
$20 to $40; everything in the line of fanoy table 7 D certainty. no allure 
silver, novelties, plush, and art goods, gold pens, $ . VA O State where you dw: 
oh All sent propaid (except cutlery) subject to < 0 this advertisement. 
exchange or cash back. 
i OTTO WETTSTEIN, à 
Established 1857. Rochelle, III. A patient writing from Davenpors, Wash. 


Send for vrice lists, beautiful cards in colors 
and gold of my Freethought badges (large and 
small), tracts, etc. Free. ] 


seys: "Your r'medy is marvelleus, and wil 
of which is untol4.” 
afford tho best and cheapest means of object teaching for 
Colleges, Schools, and Sunday Schools. Our as. 
wi 
Bawreton, and . ia immense. lor Mome Amusement and Parlor Entertainment, cte., nothing can 
ech, ‘ound “as instraotive or amusing. (47 Church Entertainments, Pubiic Exhibi. 
à ular Illustrate 
ped Lectures 
ers, and ship to all parts of the world. If you wish to know how to ordcr, how to conduct Parlor 
Entertainments for pleasure, or Public Exhibitions, etc. for MAKIN NEY 
name this paper, and send for our 
ew York. ' 


accomplish whet js gaid it will do. The vala- 
Be à 1 8 2 sortment of Views, illustrating Amr, SCIENCE, HISTORT, 
tions and Pop · oa very profitable business for 
PAY WELL. cru 
, G MONEY. 
220 PACE BOOK FRE Ec 


" INS 2 


MCALLISTER, nig Optician, 49 Nasan Street, 


Jiberal Geetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 


who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions andi 


freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hae their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


Fhe Manhattan Liberal Club., N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 Hast 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


iscussions on 
Seats free and 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7:30. Lectures, debates, ard discus. 
gions on all important secular subjects. Preg- 
ident, Henny Birp; Secretary, CORA BELLE 


[o Ee ee SS Sa Se eA 
Brooklyn Philosophical Associa. 
tion 1 

Meets at Fraternity rooms, Beu ord avenue 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. B. at 3 f. K., every 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat. 
form free. Oharles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 954 


Gestsevery Sundey in Industrial Hall, Broad an d 

Wood sts..at 2:30 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Ablesperkersinterestthe audience. N.B.—Trath 
Seskerpublicationsalwayson hand atoheap rates. 


The Secular Seciety of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 9 
e. M.; at the town hall. All friends of human 
wltivätioh are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Sec. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at: 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects.. 
Subscriptions to Tug TauTE NEEKER and Investi 
gator are golicited. R. G. SMITH, Cor. Bed. 


Chicago Secular Union 
Meets every Bunday evening at 7:30 P. x. i 
Fort Dearborn Hall, 181 West Madison en 
and at 116 Fifth avenue. Lectures and debaten.. 
Strangers from abroa are welcome, 


— 
Milwaukee, Wis, Liberal Club 
Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 

Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall) Lecture 

by debates. The public cordially goiro, followed 

— 

San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 

Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 


Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. i 
tation is extended to PT “Bente eo nn 


‘Port Angeles Secular Union - 


Meets every Bunday at 7:30 px. in — 
ald's Hall in Port Angeles, Wan, U. Jg. 
ures, songh and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on ali subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. . FRANK MoRsE, Oor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 
Of Los, Angeles, Oal., meets semi-mont 
ang. bap b ri at Spb garant Parra 
. nvited, Megs. R. M. 
Pros.: J. H. MoWiLLIAMB, Rec. Seo. M 


The Walia Waila Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 pm. in Grand - Arm 

hall, Mein street, Walla Walla, Washington; 
Science Leotures.—Free Disoussions,—Original 
and Belected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
gable library is at the service of members and 
friends. C. B. RRTNOLDS. Pres.; A. W. OALDER, Seo. 


ESERIES a AMET ANM Kr 
The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D. H. BIOE, Pres.; 
J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHABRLES Suma, Beo. 


Fort Worth, Tox. Liberal Club, 


Meets every Funday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, A.M. TEMOR Lib- 

erals invited to attend. GoL., A. Hanis, Pres. 
Isaao8. LEE, Seo. 


Liberal Association 

Tex., 
meets every Sunday at 11 A. M., at its hall, cor. 
Cong avenue and 9:h st. Visiting Liberals 
invited. J. P. Richardson, President; M. Maas, 
Secretary. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York, 

Wtt Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling, 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By Lupwia FEvERBAOH. 
Translated from the German by Geo. 
l Friso, $2. 


of Austin, 


Bligt, 
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Mrs CARBP ENTER. of Bridgeport, Conn., 
grew despondent over prediction of misfort- 
une by a fortune telling machine and has 
become insane. Bridgeport priests hav cone 
out strongly against the machine, saying 
that fortune-telling is forbidden by their 
church. 


Tux Emmett theatrical 
troupe has been arrested 
at Pittsburgh for parad- 
ing on Sunday. 


Tre Chicago superin- 
tendent of police may be 
impesched for unwar- 
ranted Anarchist raids. 


‘Tue Austrian emperor 
Pays that the famin in 
Russia will tend to in- 
duce that nation to make 
war. 


HzrsmGrons, the cap. 
ital of Finland, is sup- 
pressing the Balvation 
Army. The papers hav 
been warned not to men- 
tion the Army’s doings. 


GEORGE EDWARD CUR- 
TI8, scientific assistant in 
the Smithsonian Insti- 
‘tute, pronounces Dyren- 
forth’s rain-making at- 
tempts utterly futil. 


Ar Los Angeles three 
Yuma Indians hav been 
sentenced to death for 
murdering in accordance 
with their lawa, a medi- 
ein man who failed to 
bring rain. 


Ayrzx the pilgrim riots 
France. in fear of national 
embroilment with Italy, 
forbid its bishops getting 


GODS AND RELIGIONS| WORLDS SAGES, THINKERS, 


AND REFORMERS. 


: or 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 


Vol. I. Givs a Pull Account of all the Gods, in- 
oluding Jehovah, Satan, tae Holy ost. 
Jesus Ohrist, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
870, 835pp. Vol. II. Describes Fully ail 
the Religions Systems of the Worid. 
3v0, 987 pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
3 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo. 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


up pilgrimages. Beveral 
bishops hav disobeyed 
and will be prosecuted. 


„CIVIL war, famin, 
pestilence, and conspir- 
acy,” says a dispatch, 
are all going on in boly 
Russia in à way which ; 
must cffect startling results of some kind 
very soon.” 


A woman sitting before a New York house 
in the rain replied to a question, The Lord 
has told me to rest here. He has made me a 
queen." She was committed for examination 
88 to sanity. 


CanpimNAL Manna says: “I am afraid 
that Sunday newspapers create Sunday work. 
Bix days of the week are quite enough for 
the news of the world. I certainly think that 
the reading of Sunday newspapers—or I will 
say bad Sundsy newspapers, that I may not 
expose myself to any action for libel—has a 
direct and powerful influence in corrupting 
the morals of people,” . 


A Bra ZIL dispatch gays: The republican 
form of government has not panned out as 
they expected. There is a powerful faction 
desiring the reinstatement of the empire. 
They want Dom Pedro's son or his nephew 
on the throne. Since the fall of the empire 
prices rf every commodity hav doubled. The 
government has imposed a high tariff, and 
the people hav the idea that a large part of 
the money gets into private pockets instead 
of into the state treasury.” 


Carnorios are indignant at the attempt of 
Kirg Humbert of Italy to supplant the 
religious marriage with the civil by decreeirg : 
“ We bav decreed and do decree: Article. 
For § 226 of the regulations for military. disci. 
nlin in the army is substituted the following : 
§ 226 With no less firmness and severity 
should the commandants of the army corps 
take care to repress the earliest signs of 
concubinsge, arising from improper unions, 
end too often the cause of scandals, of 
disorders, and of violence, Religious 
marriage, which is only a modification of 
concubinage, should of itself be considered a 
grave crime deserving punishment when 
Officially ascertained. Given at Monza (the 
royal residence) this 7th day of October, 
1891.—Umberto.” 


MRS. Cuunon, of Passaic, N. J., is dying of 
cancer and uses no ameliorativ medicins. 
* When did I first believe in the curing by 
fith?" she says. Not until six years ago. 
Of course I believed in the miracles of olden 
times, and I had read some few books about 
divine healing, but never until then was it 
brought home to me that the Lord still had 
power to save. It happened that my husband 
fell sick. . I fell asleep. In the 
morning suddenly I awoke. A face radiant 
with happiness and holiness had leaned over 
me and whispered in my ear: ‘ Whatsoever 
ye shall ask of the father in my name he 
will giv it you.“ Three or four days afterward 
my husband began to recover. I hav taken 
no medicins. I do not intend to take avy. 
My faith upholds me. The Lord will cure 
me.” 


'Peachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Founders o 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Scien- 
tists, eto. (who were not Obristians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 3O, 1,075pp., cloth, $3: 
leather, $4; MOr., g. e.. 94.56 


BY D. M. BENNETT.. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
38 Lafayette Place. N. Y. 


Chonghi. 
Ir cannot be doubted that, as emperor, 
the religious incredulity which I felt was 
favorable to the nations which I had to 
govern. How could I hay favored equally 
sects so opposed to one another if I had been 
under the influence of one of them? How 
could I hav preserved the independence of 
my thoughts and actions under the control 
of aconfessor who would 


hav governed me by the ' 
dread of hel? What 


Gems of 


70 


e 


JOB PATIENTLY GROWLETH ABOUT HIS CONDITION.—Job iii. 


THIRD EDITION. 


My Religious Experience. 
ByS. P. Putnam. 
Price, - - 95 cents. 


OTHER WORKS BY 8. P. PUTNAM. 


The New God. Price, 10 cents. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms 
of Un versology. Price. 20 cents. 


Waifs and Wanderings, A New 
Ameriean Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 
50 dents, “A prose epic of the war, rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day. John Swinton's Paper. 

“The 


Golden Throne, A Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine 
oreativ spark is with him. ‘he book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
wor*s—the transcript of a manly mind. 
Every Liberal should read Golden Throne.“ 
—Ingersoll. Price, $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
In rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is showa there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

“Tt is 


Prometheus, A Poem. 
crammed with life, thought, and profound 
emotion, poured forth, it seems to me, with 
gxtraordinary beauty,"—Dr. Henry W. Bellows, 

rice, $1. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic poems. Price, 10 cents. 
Adami and Heva. A poetic version 


ONLY 2 CENTS. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 


There has just been published for general circus 
Jation a most interesting pamphiet, containing a 
good likeness of Col, Robert G. Ingersoll and arti- 
cles from the following, well-known writers: R, G. 
Ingersoll, Thaddeus B, Wakeman, B, F, Under- 
wood, Matilda Joslyn Gage, Helen H. Gardener, 
Rey. Henry Frank, Nelly Booth Simmons, A. B. 
Bradford, Parker Pills uty» Lucy N. Colman, 
Capt. R. C, Adams, Prof. A. L, Rawson, Lyman 
C. Howe, Susan H. Wixon, Allen Pringle, Wm. 
Emmette Coleman, Harry Hoover, Mrs. M. A. 
reeman, Sara Underwood, Rev. J. C. Grumbine, 
J. J. McCabe, Lydia R. Chase, Henry M. Taber, J. 
C. Watkins, Dr. Edward Montgomery, Emma 
Rood Tuttle, Dr, Juliet Severance, Hudson Tuttle, 
E. C. Walker, Judge C. B. Waite, Dyer D. Lum, 
Voltairine de Cleyre, Lewis G. Janes and Dr, Rich- 
ard Hodgson. : 
"The publication will be forwarded to any address 
in the United States or Canada on receipt of an 
American two-cent postage stamp. 
Address FREETHINKERS" MAGAZINE, 
Buffalo, N. . 


SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE 


BEING 
A POPULAR ACOCCUNT OF THE 
FORMATION AND DÉVELOP.. 
MENT OF THE CANON. 
BY 
BRONSON D. KEELER. 


ContEeNts.—Tbhe Hebrew Canon. The New Tes 


of the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in| tament. The Early Controversies, The Books at 


whioh its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 
For all of the &bove address 
THE TRU CH SEEKER: CO, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


FOR SALE. 
A Farm of 24 Acres. 


Splendidly located, Bish soil—can raise wheat, 
barley, eto. Orchards produce largely. House, 
barn, and other buildings in first-class condition. 
Is called“ a model farm." Within a short dis- 
tance of New Tork oity. Price reasonab e on easy 
terms, Owner (an old TRUTH Szexzs subscriber) 
retiring on account of old age. 

Address T. WHITE, 
Bed Bank, N, J, 


WATER OF LIFE 
Is Doing Wonders in Curirg the Sick. 


Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


“WHY” 


I specially want 600 orders for books within the 
next three months. 
Friends wilt please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENEER, 
Snowville. Va. 


First not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Seripture 
Bzoks which are Now Oalled Apooryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Oanon. 


Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
l W. S. BELL’S 
Handbook of F reet* ought 


CONTAINING 


In condensed and systematized form a vast 
amount cf. 


Evidence Against Christianity. 
Selected from the Wrftings of the 
Leading American and Huropean 
Freethinkers and Scientists. 


Ot his work Mr. Bell says: “I hav aimed in 
preparing this work tO put into compact and 
orderly form a large amount of irrefragable 
evidence against the suPerstitions of tpe church. 
I hav often felt the need of such à work for my 
own usé. The matter herewith presented has 
been culled from some of the abiest writer8 living 
and dead. Asa book of reference I hope it may 
be a valuable sid to all invertigator8 and truth- 
seekers Its running headlines, chapter h-ads, 
£ubheads, and Classified subjects make it a * hand- 


Price $1.25. Address this office ` 


power cannot a wicked 
man, the most stupid of 
mankind, thus exercise 
over those by whom 
whole nations are gov- 
erned.— Napoleon Bona- . 
parte. 


RELIGION, far from ac- 
knowledging the power 
of reason, boasted of 
having subjected and 
humbled it. Politics. 
considered as just what 
had been consecrated by 


compact, by constant 
practice, and ancient ' 
customs. It was only. 


jn the sacred books, in 
respected authors, in the 
bulls of popes, in the re- 
scripts of kings, in reg- 
isters of old usages, and 
in the annals of the 
church, that maxims or 
examples were sought 
foy from which to infer. 
rights. The business 
was never to examin the 
intrinsic merita of a 
principle, but to inter- 
pret, to appreciate, to 
support or to annul by 
Other texts those upon 
which it might be found- 
ed. A proposition was 
not adopted because it 
was true, but because it 
was writ'en in this or that 
book, and had been em- 
braced in such a coun: 
try and such an age.— 
D' Holbach. 


Ir is urged that the 
acceptance of Christian: 
ity by a large portion of the generation contem. 
porary with its founder and his apostle was, 
under the circumstances, an adjudication aa 
solemn and authoritativ as mortal intelli. 
gence could pronounce.” If this is true, then: 
‘tbe acceptance of Buddhism by a large 
portion of the generation contemporary with 
its founder was an adjudication as solemn 
and authoritativ as mortal intelligence could 
pronounce.” The same could be said of 
Mobammedanism, and, in fact, of every 


religion that has ever benefited or cursed 


this world. Thisargument, when reduced to 
its simplest form, is this: All that succeeds 
is inepired.—Zngersott. B 


Tuz thing revealed is revelation to the 
person only to whom it is made His account 
of it to another is not revelation; and who- 
ever puts faith in that account, puts it in the 
man from whom the account comes.— Paine, 


lr has become my great aim so to advance 
my Own nature and that of others that the 
world may be better for my life. Not the 
salvation of men’s souls from hell, but the 
elevation of their hearts and minds, and the 
bettering of their social condition, is now my 
desire. Robert O. Adams. 


Pusang aside all the major and minor 
prophets, from weeping Jeremiah to raving 
John of Patmos, we will take a solitary 
glance at the prophetic attainments of the 
only begotten son of the author of the Bible. 


‘Christ himself, it must be remembered, tried 


his hand at prophecy. If he was no prophet, 
he was no fool; for he took care that his 
great prophecy was to be fulfilled after his 
death. This is always a wise precaution ; 
for, if the prophecy be not fulfilled, the 
prophet is saved the hazard of being branded 
an arrant impostor. Christ, when he tried 
his hand at prophecy—having previously 
tried his hand at the jack-plane—foretold that 
he would return to the earth for the second 
time before the generation to which he ap- 
peared had passed away. His followers 
distinctly understood this promis and looked 
for him. He is now more than eighteen hun- 
dred years overdue. Even so, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly! It must be kept in mind that 
punctuality was never a characteristic of the 
Lord. Perhaps it was for lack of this valu. - 
able quality he had to giv up the respectable 
call of carpentering to take to lay preaching. 
He took no note of time." He prophesied 
that he would remain in the grave three days 
and three nights (seventy-two hours), and he 
remained in it at most twenty-nine hours and 
a half. He prophesied that he would come 
back to the earth before the demise of the 
then generation. That generation passed away 
eighteen centuries ago, and Christ has not 
yetcome! Well may he be expected to now 
come quickly." He has, to this day, dupes 
who believe in his prophecy, and who possi- 
bly hav & cab constantly standing at the 
nearest railway station waiting for the 
coming of the Lord Jesus.“ Saladin. 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Gutered ag the Post- Oe at Hew York, H. T., as Seccad-class Metter. 


Holes and Clippings. 


Mrs. LIzzm F. Donar, who was held guilty 
of profanity and other sins by a church in 
Lynn, Mass, has written a letter of self- 


defense to the church 
authorities. She quotes 
from an opinion that she 
' has received from a Bos- 
ton lawyer, in which he 
says that the word 


“damn” has been held 


by the Massachusetts 
gupreme court to be not 
. profane. 


A STRANGE custom 
among the Bayanzi, who 
liv along the upper 
Congo, has been de- 
scribed by explorers. 
Brass rings, sometimes 


weighing thirty pounds, 


are welded around the 
necks of the wives. At 
first the neck becomes 
raw by the chafing of 
the ring, but after a 
while it becomes cal- 
loused, although a wo- 
man has to hold the ring 
up frequently to get 
relief from the weight. 
The ring is never put 
around & woman's neck 
until she has attained her 
full development. The 
‘women are proud of the 
ornament, believing that 
it enhances their impor- 
tance and beauty. 


Tuzimpracticablechar- 
acter of Count Tolstoi, 
the Russian novelist, is 
clearly shown by. his 
manifesto to the Russian 
government, declaring 
that unless it guarantee 
to feed the people until 
the next harvest, and 
faithfully perform the 
pledge, there will be a 
revolution, in which he, 
Tolstoi, will take part 
himself. It may be im- 
possible even for the 
autocrat of all the 
Russias to save his people 
from the consequences of 
famin, for the means of a 
government depend on 
the product of loans, 
taxation, or confiscation, 
and if, as in Europe to- 
day, Russia’s credit in 
the money market is 
broken, on what can the 
government rely but con- 
fiscation? Can a human- 
Marian Anarchist like 
Tolstoi consistently fa- 
vor confiscation instead 
of voluntary charity ? 
And can Tolstoi, the 
preacher of peace at all 
hazards, consistently ad- 
vocate a revolution if 
confiscation fsils or is 
denied? Surely such a 
manifesto is the act of a 
vague sentimentalist, not 
of either a serious phil. 


anthropist or a philosophic statesman. 


A OLERGYMAN writes in the Herald of the 
dangers of morality: ‘There is no subject 
go hard to deal with in the church as that of 
morality. The danger is that in preaching 
morality those who receive and follow it are 
disposed to rely upon it for salvation. The 
Pharisees and Sadducees were moralists, but 
Mary Magdalene and the other woman that 
was a sinner, the Prodigal Son, the thief on 


Tux differences in character between the 
people of the various sections of Brazil, a 
country about as big as the United States, 
are very marked. The states south of the 
equator are industrious and enterprising, but 
the northern states, in which the heat is op- 


northerners. fish, and oysters. 
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A PAROCHIAL SCHOOL EDUCATION—FILLING THE CHILDREN'S 
MINDS WITH RUBBISH. 


the cross, the publican in the Temple—these- tain an article by—to use that paper's words 
were the Christian types. Not a boasted! —''the matchless orator, Shaksperean 
morality, but a weeping penitence is the spirit | scholar, and giant of Freethought, Colonel 
desired.” Robert G. Ingersoll.” It is seldom,” says 
that journal, that the public enjoys the op- 
A mastopon’s tooth, ten inches long, seven portunity to read Colonel Ingersoli's splendid 
inches from the crown to the roots, and productions, and then only in the pages of 
weighing five and a quarter pounds, was 


the great reviews. But in our holiday num- 
found by a prospector on Goble creek, Ore., ber Se will write of a subject that deeply 
a few days ago. 


concerns the drama, the drama’s votaries, 
Tux Christmas Dramatic Mirror will con-" and the play-going classes.” 


pressiv, and the means of life can easily be! A FEMININ vegetarian of this city is en- 
got, are languid and indolent. The natural | gaged in organizing a Vegetarian society, to 
resources of the northern section of Brazil | take the place of the society of the same kind 
surpass those of the southern section, and yet j| that once existed here and waged war upon 
the southerners are more prosperous than the | the horrible practice of devouring flesh, fowl, 


She says there are five 
thousand vegetarians in 
Boston and two thou. 
sand in Chicago, besides 
others in New York and 
elaewhere. She herself 
once lived on apples for 
Severa] weeks at small 
cost, and there are peo- 
ple in Boston who liv 
happily on bread, vege- 
tables, and fruits at the 
rate of $823 week. She 
says that vegetarianism 
ishealth-giving,strength- 
ening, and spiritualizing, 
especially if its disciples 
avoid such animal prod- 
ucts as milk, cheese, and 
eggs, as well as meats. 


Tax horseshoe super- 
stition still sticks, and 
junk dealers find it prof- 
itable to keep horseshoes 
in stock for sale to dwell- 
ers in the tenement-house 
region, where a horse. 
shoe over the door is still 
not uncommon. If all 
the money drawers of 
small shops could be 
rummaged, enough 
horseshoes could be 
found to supply half the 
equines in town. The 
superstition ig that the 
shop wil do a good 
business so long as the 
presence of the horse- 
shoe is known only to 
the shopkeeper. On a 
recent rainy afternoon & 
neatly dressed girl dain- 
tily picking her way 
across Fifth avenue at 
Twenty. eighth street sud- 
denly stopped, stooped, 
picked up a wet and 
dirty horseshoe, tucked 
it away under her water- 
proof, and went on in 
smiling anticipation of 
good luck. 


FLoRRENCR, the actor, 
once gave some advice 
to a friend in these 
words: My Dear —: 
One gallon of whisky 
costs about $8, and con- 
tains about sixty-five 
fitteen-cent drinks. 
Now, if you must drink, 
buy a gallon and make 
your wife the barkeeper. 
When you are dry, giv 
her fifteen cents for a 
drink, and when the 
whisky is gone she will 
hav, after paying for it, 
$6.75 left, and every 
gallon thereafter will 
yield the same profit. 
This money she should 
put away, so that when 
you hav become an ine- 
briate, unable to support 


yourself and shunned by every respectable 
man, your wife may 
keep you until your 
drunkard’s grave.” 


hay money enough to 
time comes to fill a 


Tue greatest revival that the church needs 
is a revival of true morality. There is no 
cause which operates 80 much to keep men 
outside the church asa knowledge of the fact 
that so many in the livery of religion are 
serving the devil —Heraid. 


At US 


| Selected, 


The Three Philanthropists.“ 
; I 


buried with great pomp, the king being one of the 
pall-bearere, and on bis tomb was this: He was 
the providence of the poor.” 
. $ IL 

And, being rich, my virtue then shall be 

To say there is no vice but beggary. 

Mr. B. did not believe in slavery. He despised 
the institution with every drop of his blood, and was 
an advocate of universal freedom. He held all of the 
ideas of Mr. A. in supreme contempt, and frequently 
spent whole evenings in denouncing the inhumanity 
and ir jastice of tbe whole business. He even went 
80 far as to contend that some of A’s slaves had more 
intelligence than A himself, and that, whether they 
nad intelligence or not, they had the right to be free 
He insisted that Mr. A’s philanthropy was a sham; 
that he never bought a human being for the purpose 
of bettering that being’s condition; that he wen! 
into the business simply to make money for himself; 
and thet his talk about bis saves committing les: 
erime than when they were free was simply to j istif) 

he crime committed by bimself in enslaving hit 
fellow men. . 

Mr. B. was 8 manufacturer, and he amployed some 
five or six thousand men. He used to say that there 
men were not forced to work for him; that they were 
at perfect liberty to accept or reject the terms; thai, 
ao far as he was concerned, he would just as soon 
commit larceny or robbery a3 to force a man to work 
for him. Nyery laborer under my roof,” he used 
to sey, “isas free to choose as I am." 

Mr. B. had made a large amount of money. Many 
of his workmen complained that their wages did 
not allow them to liv in comfort. Many had lerge 
families, and therefore but little to eat. Some of 
them lived in crowded rooms. Many cf tke children 
were carried off by disesse; but Mr. B. took tke 
nround that all these people hed a right to go, thet 
he did not force them -to remain, that if they were 
not healthy it was not his fault, and that whenever it 
pleased providence to remove a child, or one of the 
parents, he, Mr. B., was not responsible. 

Mr. B. insisted that many of bis workmen were 
extravagant; that they bought things that they did 
not need; that they wasted in beer and tobacco 
money that they should save for funerals ; that mary 
of them visited places of amusement when they 
should hav been thinking about death, and that 
others bought toys to please the children when they 
hardly had bread enough toeat. He felt that he was 
in no way responsible for this extravagance, nor for 
the fact that their wages did not giv them the neces- 
garies of life, because he not only gave them the same 
wages that other manufacturers gave, but the sane 
wages that other workmen were willing to work for. 

Mr. B. said—and he always said this as though it 
ended the argument—and he generally stood up to 
say it: “The great law of supply and demand is cf 
divine origin; it is the only law that will work in all 
possible or conceivable cases; and this law fixes the 
price of all labor, and from it there is no appeal If 
people are not satisficd with the operation of thie 
law, let them make a new world for themselvs.“ 

In a few years Mr. B. was the owner of many mill. 
ione. He also considered himself &a one of God's 
stewards; felt that provider os had given him the 
intelligence to combine interests, to carry out great 
schemes, and that he was specially raised up to giv 
employment to many thousands of people He often 
regretted that he could do no more for his Jaborere 
without lessening his own profits, or, rather, with- 
out lessening his fund for the blessing of mankind 
—the blessing to begin immediately efter his death 
He was so.anxious to be the providence of posterity 
that he was sometimes almost heartless in his deal- 
inga with contemporaries. He felt that it was neces 
sary for him to be economieal, to save every dollar 
that he could, because in this way he could increase 
the fund that was finally to bless mankind. He alsc 
felt that in this way he could lay the foundations of 
a permanent fame—that he could build, through his 
executors, an asylum to be called the “ B. Asylum,” 
thet he could fill a building with books to be called 
the * B. Library,” and that he could also build and 
endow an institution of learning to be called the 
* B. College,“ and that, in addition, a large amount 
of money could be given for the purpose of civiliz'ng 
the citizens of less fortunate countries, to the end 
that they might become imbued with that spirit of 
combination and manufacture that results in putting 
large fortunes in the bands of those who hav been 
selected by providence, on account of their talents, 
to make a better dist ibution of wealti than those 
who earned it could hav done. 

Mr. B., like Mr. A., was aman of judgment. He 
bad what is called a level head, was not easily turned 
aside from his purpose, and felt that be was in ac- 
cord with the general sentiment of his time. By his 
own exertions he rose from poverty to wealth. He 
was born in a hut and died ina palace. He was a 
patron of art and enriched his walls with the works 
of the masters. He insisted that others could and 
*hould follow his example. For those who failed or 
refused he had no sympathy. He accounted for 
their poverty and wretchedness by saying: These 


— 


Well, while I am a beggar, I will rail, 
And say there is no sin but to be rich. 
. Mr. A. lived in the kirgdom of He was a 
sincere professional philgutbropist. He wss abso 
lutely certain that he loved his fellow-men, and that 
his views were bumane and scientific. He concluded 
to turn his attention to taking care of people less 
fortunate than himself. 

With this object in view he inveetigeted the com- 
mon people that lived abont him, acd he found that 
they were extremely ignorant, that many of them 
seemed to tske no particular interest in life or ix 
business, that few of them hed any theories of thei 
own, and that, while many had muscle, there wa: 
only now and then one who bad avy mind wort 
spesking of. Nearly all of them were destitute o! 
ambition. They were satisfied if they got somethirg 
to eat, & place to sleep, and could now and then in 
dulge in some form of dissipation. Tuey seemed t- 
hav great confidesce in to morrow—irusted to luck, 
and took no thought for the future. Many of then: 
were extravagant, most of them dissipated, and s 
good many dishonest. ` 


After having obtsired tbis information Mr. A. 
made up bis mind to do what little he cou:d to better 
their condition. He petitioned the king to assist 
bim, snd ssked that he be allowed to take control of 
five hundred people in consideration that he would 
pay a certain amount into the treasury of the king 
dom. The king, being satisfied that Mr. A. eouid 
take care cf these people better than they were tak- 
ing cre of themeelvs, granted the petition. 

Mr. A., with the sssistsnee cf a few soldiers, took 
these people from their old homes and hsunts to a 
plantation of his own. He divided them into groups, 
and over each group placed a superintendent. He 

made certain rules and regulations for their conduct. 
They were only compelled to work from twelve to 
fourteen hours a dsy, leaving ten hours for eleep and 
recreation. Good and substantial focd was provided. 
Their houses were comfortable and their clothing 
suficient. Their work was laid out from day to day 
and from month to month, so that they knew exactly 
what they were to do in each hour of every day. 
These rules were made for the good of the people, 
to the end that they might not interfere with each 
other, that they might attend to their duties, and 

. enjoy themselvs in a ressonsble way. They were 
not allowed to waste their time, or to use stimulants 
or profane language. They were told to be respect- 
ful to the superintendents, and especially to Mr. A.; 
to be obedient, and, above all, to accept the position 
in which providence had placed them, without com. 
plaining, and to cheerfully perform their tasks. ` 

Some denounced the entire proceeding as unwar- 
ranted, as contrary to reason and justice. These 
insisted that the five hundred people had a right to 
liv in their own way, provided they did not interfere 
with others; that they had the right to go through 
the world with little food and with poor clothes, and 
to liv in huts, if such was their choice. But Mr. A. 

. had no trouble in answering these obj:c'ione. He 
insisted that wellbeing is the only good, and that 
every human being is under obligation, not only to 
take care of himself, but to do what little he can 
toward taking care of others; that where five hundred 

people neglect to take care of themselvs, it is tke 
duty of somebody else, who bas more intelligence 
and more means, to take care of them; that the men 
who takes five hundred people and improves their 
condition, giva them on the average better food. 

' better clothes, and keeps them out of mischief, is a 

benefactor. : i 


Mr. A. also took the ground that providence, by 
giving him superior intelligence, the genius of eam. 
mand, the aptitude for taking charge of others, had 
made it his duty to exercise these faculties for the 
well-being of the people and for the glory of God. 
Mr. A. frequently declared that he was G>d’s 
steward, He often said he thanked God that he was 
not governed by a sickly sentiment, but that he was 
a mau of sense, of force of character, and that the 
means employed by him were in accordance with the 
logic of facts. 


- : Mr. A. was very successfal. In a few years he had 
several thousands of men, women, and children work. 
ing for him. He amassed s large fortune, He felt 
that he had been intrusted with this money by 
providence. He therefore built several churches, 
and once in s while gave large rums to societies for 
the spread of civilization. He passed away regretted 
by a great many peop'e—not includi: g tho. e who bad 

lived under his immediate adr.inistiation. He was 


. Extract from a paper in the North American R.view for 
December; price 50 cents; for sale at this office. 
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paupers hay only themselvs to blame.” He died 
without ever having lost a dollar. His funeral was 
magnificent, and clergymen vied with each other in 
laudations of the dead. Over his dust rises a monu- 
ment of marble with the words: He lived for 
others.“ ; nD 
III. í 


But there are men who steal, and vainly try 
To gild the crime with pompous charity. 


There was snother man, Mr. O., who also had the 
genius for combination. He understood the value 
of capital, the value of labor; knew exactly how 
much could be done with machinery; understood 
the economy of things; knew how to do everything 
in the easiest. and shortest way. And he, too, was 
a manufacturer and had in his employ many thou- 
sands of men, women, and children. He wes what is 
ealled a visionary, a sentimentalist, rather wesk in 
ais will, not very obstinate, had but little egotism ; 
and it never occurred to him that he had been ge- 
iee:ed by providence, or any supernatural power, to 
livide the property of others. It did not seem to 
bim that he bad any right to take from other men 
their labor without giving them a full equivalent. 

He also insisted that we should not tako advan- 
tage of each other's necessities; that you should 
not ask a drowning man a greater price for lomber 
than you would if he stood on the shore; that if you 
took into consideration the necessities of your fellow- 
man, it should be only to lessen the price of that 
which you would cell to him, not to increase it. He 
meisted that honest men do not take advantage of 
(heir fellows. He was so werk that he had not per- 
fro: confidence in the great law of supply and de- 
mand as applied to flesh and blood. He tock into 
consideration another law of supply and demand; 
he knew that the workingman hed to be supplied 
with food, and that his nature demanded something 
to eat, a house to liv in, cloihes to wear. 

A: the end of the first year he found that he had 
made a large profit, and thereupon he divided this 
profit with the pecple who had earned it. Some of 
his friends said to him that he ought to endow some 
publie institution; that there should be a college in 
his nativ town; but Mr. O. was of such a peculiar 
turn of mind that he thought justice. ought to go 
before charity, and s little in front of egotism and a 
desire to immortalize one's self. He said that it 
seemed to him that of all persons in the world en- 
titled to this profit were the men who had earned it, 
the men who had mede it by their labor, by days of 
actual toil. He insisted that, as they had earned it, 
it was really theirs, and if it was theirs, they should 
hav it and should spend it in their own way. 

Mr. C. said: “I cannot be happy if those who work 
for me are defrauded. If I feel I am taking what 
belongs to them, then my life becomes miserable. 
To feel that I hav done justice is one of the necessi- 
ties of my nature. I do noi wish to establieh col- 
leges. I wish to establish no publio institution. 
My desire is to enable those who work for me to 
establish a few thousand homes for themselvs. My 
ambition is to ensble them to buy the books they 
really want to read. I do not wish to establish a 
hospital, but I want to make it possible for my work- 
men to hav the services of the best physicians—phy- . 
sicians of their own choice. It is not for me to take 
their money and use it for the good of others or for 
my own giory. It is for me to giv what they hav 
earned to them. After I hav given them the money 
that belongs to them, I can giv them my advice—I 
can tell them how I hope they will use it; and after 
I hav advised them, they will use it as they please. 
You cannot make great men and great women by Rup- 
pression. Slavery is not the school in which genius 
is born. Every human being must make his own mis- 
takes for himself, must learn for himself, must hav 
nis own experience; and if the world improves it 
must be from choice, not from force; snd every man 
who does justice, who sets the example of fair dealing, 
bastens the coming of universal honesty, of universal 
civilization.” : 

Mr. O. carried his doctrin ouf to the fullest extent, 
honestly and faithfully. When he died, there were 
at the funeral those who had worked for him, their 
wives and their children. Their tears fell upon bis 
grave. They planted flowers and paid to him the 
tribute of their love. Above his silent dust they 
erected a monument with this inscription: “ He al- 
lowed others to liv for themselves." 

Roszrt G. INGERSOLL, 
—— — . 8 MÀ i 


A Christmas or New Year’s Present. 


The “ Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book” in cloth 
binding ($2 50) is one of the best Ohristmas or New 
Year's presents a Liberal can make to s friend. 
Ohristmas is a pagan festival and New Year's is only 
a mark of time, but the Téxt.Book is a thing of 
beauty and a joy fcrever, and will help to rationalize 
the festival and make your friend forget the flight of 


years. 

dd l 

Senp for catalog of ovr ;ublication. Sent fres 
on application. . 
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hinker s. 
The Freereligious societies of Vienna hav taken 
up the social question. 


Items of Foreign lens Interest 


In 1870 the disciples of Ignatius Loyola numbered 
10,529 persons; in 
and at the present time there are over 12 000 Jesuits. 
. Somehow or another Christians can never make 
theory and practice work ihe same way. According 
to the Rev. Dr. Strong, D.D., the orthodox Protest- 
ants of this country hav estate valued at $13,075,- 
800,000. “ Blessed be ye poor." : 


The monument in honor of Mr. Mathat, the 
Belgian Freethinker, whose remaing were insulted 
by the mayor of Waterloo, ia favorably commented 
upon by the Belgian secular press. Iö is the work 
of a brother Freethinker, architect Allard, seoretary 
rE Freethought society Evolution, at St. 

illes. 


The spirit of Yankee enterprise has seized upon 
our Dutch contemporary De Dageraad. The pub- 


lishers propose to giv with each number of their 


monthly magazine sixieen royal octavo pages of 
Leeky's History cf Rationaliam,” and continue until 
the work is all published. De Dageraad is an ex- 
cellent msg:zine, always newsy and instructiv, and 
its publishers are to be congratulated. We hope 
the new scheme will prove a success, and secure 
miny additional subscribers. E : 


In 1844 1200 000 persons undertook the pilgrim- 
age to the holy eost in Trier. This yesr the num- 
her swelled to 1925130; that is, 725,130 persous 
hav been added to the number of self. confessed fools 
sino» 1844. In that year the Luxemburger Zeitung 
announced five differant kinds of miracles to hav 
occurred ; this year it announces nct one. Hav the 


miraculous powers of the coat been lost, or bas the. 


power of the devil increased, or does the Catholic 
, church fear another secession ? 


The holy coat show ab Trier is over, and now a 
holy house exhibition is to teke place. In the year 
1291 the Holy Ghost hitched some of the angels to 
one of the celestia! chsriots and drove to Nazareth, 
from whence he brought as a load the house of 
Mamma Mary. Not having a map with him showing 
the geography of the earth since it ceased to be flat, 
he unloaded the house in Dalmatis. Jehovah, Mary's 
husband, son, and papa (vide Nicene creed), dis- 
covered the mistake, and by the same means of trans- 
portation the holy shanty was removed to Loretto, 
where it is now found. The show ia free, but a col- 
lection will be taken up. 


The Hungario-American weekly, Ondllds (Inde. 
pendence), & newly born, well-edited, aud patriotic 
sheet, which has made its appearance in Hazleton, 
Pa, tells us that there is trouble brewing in the 
Roman Catholic church here in the United States 
There are several thousands of Ruthenians (Hunge- 
rian Russians) in this country. They belong to the 
Roman Oatholic church, but follow Greek ceremonies, 
use ancient S!av or modern languages instead of 
Latin, end their priests prefer marrying to keeping 
a mistress. The Catholic bishops do not like such 
priests, and hav pstitioned the pope to cell them 
back. Hence the trouble brewing. We hope the 
pope will, so that the Oatholics can hav a family 
quarrel just like the Protestants. 


The Freethinkers in Belgium deserve praise for 
the activity shown by them. October 25th, their 
annual national congress took place; November 1st, 
l'Union Fraternelle, of Braine.le.Comte, had a great 
rally on oceasion of ihe prosentation to the union cf 
anew and handsome banner. Our friend, M. Leon 
Furnemont, president of the Freethought society of 
B üigel and. editor of La Raison, delivered an ora- 
tion on “The Osad Heroes of Freethought.” Ten 
societies, with music and banners, partook in the 
celebration. We suggest that American Freethinkers 
follow the example set by their Belgian brethren 
and institute public celebrations on other days be- 
sides the birthday of Thomas Paine. We must let 
the people know that Freethinkers liv, that Free- 
thinkers work, that Freethinkers hav a TROUTR 
Srexer, of which latter hand out your old numbers 
to them for perusal. 


Under the title “ Ook Hen Weeshius—Maar Geen 
Christelijk” (Also an Orphan Asylum—But Not a 
Christian) does Mr. Alexis Siuys giv the readers of 
De Dageraad a history of the orphan asylum erected 
by Hon. J. G. Prévoat in 1861 upon an estate be- 
longing to him in the department of Seine de Osm- 
puis, Oise, France. He died in 1875, and willed the 
institution to the above-named department. It ac- 
commodates now ore hundred and fifty children of 
both sexes. Tha children are admitted when four 
to six years of age and remain there until they are 
sixteen years old. Tkey are taught the various 
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Thomson. 


Mr. Eprron: Through the medium of TAU Tgori 
SEEKER allow me to say my farewell to my foreign 
correspondents and many friends abroad, now when 
I hav left, perhaps forever, the Swedish Freethought 
paper, Fritänkaren, with the same affectionate feel- 
ings of regret ag when a parent takes a final leave of 
a beloved child. 

I sincerely khank you all for the great many testi- 
monies of sympathy and of acknowledgment for my 
poor bub honest and ardent efforts for Freethought 
and liberty of conscience. 

Though now an impoverished old man, you will 
nevertheless still find me a fellow-champion in the 
ranks of the international Freethought army, and I 
do hope that when I at last drop down, our battal- 
ions will advance with a spotless, flying Freethought 
banner, unchecked and victoriously, conquering 
superstition and ignorance. | 

To those of you who will sometimes beguile the 
coming tedious hours of an old man with a few lines 
or with Freethought papers, I cannot hesrtily enough 
express my gratitude. 

My warmest and best wishes to you all. 

Your forever sincere feliow-champion and friend, 
Stockholm, Sweden. Orro THompson. 
— — a a 

Send Stamp for printed Letters to Con- 
gressmen on the sunday opening of the 
World's Fair. When you receive them, ad- 
dress them to your Congre:sman, sign your 
name, aid send them to him at Washington, 
D. C. And if you can afford to, put in some- 
thing for the Literature Fund, which enables 


us to print these letters. 
; ; 


Liberalism at Vancouver, B. C. 


Vancouver, B. O., is the terminal city, not alone of 
the great Canadian Paocifio, but of all railroad lines of 
the entire Puget Sound country, and is destined to ba 
the great distributing point for the Orientel trade. 
China, Japan, and Australian lines are already 
established, making a ferry across the Pacific from 
Vancouver to Yokohama like that over the Atlantio 
from New York to Liverpool. 

Vancouver is a young city with all of the Johnny 
Bull solid, sturdy growth, enthused and accelerated 
by Yankee genius, push, and enterprise. 

Oa October 21st to 23d I delivered three lectures 
at Merket Hall, a most magnificent hall of colossal 
proportions. . The weather was unpropitious—pour- 
ing rain nearly the whole time of my sojourn in the 
city, with the exception of about one-half sn hour each 
evening, between a qusrier before 8 and quarter 
past. We bad sbout five hundred people on 
Wednesday night, six hundred on "Thursday, and 
over seven hundred on Friday night. ‘The interest 
increased and on Friday night reached a furor of 
enthusiasm. 

I made my ususl loving invitation for any minister 
in good standing in the community fo come forwerd 
and defend his faith, expose my errors, and prove to 
the people present that the Bible is of divine 
inspiration, and that Jesus Christ is the son of God 
and savior of the world, offering them one-half the 
time, or three quarters if they thought helf would not 
be fair; promising them if they could not sfford to 
do this for truth's sake, Ohrist's sake, or love of souls, 
thai if they made a real earnest effort I would take 
up a collection for them myself, giv them every cent, 
and if it did not amount to good pay for the time 
expended I would add $10 from my own pocket ; but 
as usual no shepherd appeared to defend his flock. 
One gentleman, after asking some questions and 
declaring that although he had listened to all three 
lectures he was still somewhat of a Ohristian, gaid 
the cowardice of the ministry in failing to accept my 
very kind and liberal cffer shook his faith, if not in 
Christianity, at least in the Christian ministry. 

I endeavored to comfort the friend with the 
assurance that, when they were sure I was far away, 
when in their coward castles, they would annihilate 
me in grand style. He replied that was just what 
he objected to; one of the ministers whom he had 
urged to accept my offer told him he intended to 
answer me a week or two after I was gone. 

The Market Hall is owned by the city and rents 
for $35 per night, but the city Solons had rented it 
to church folks for $10 per night. The Freethought 
Society applied for its use at same rates, and as 
they comprise some of the most respected and 
irfluential citizens, are an organized body, and an 
election was near, the city fathers voted them use of 
the hall at same rates as church folks. 

The Freethought Society of Vancouver should own 
a hall of their own, and hav regular teience schools 
on Sundays, social and ball every nzonth, cultivate 
musical and dramatic ability of its members, all do 
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all they can, and Fiever leave their own skara of the 
work or cost to be borne by the willing burden- 
berrers, D 

The cause of Liberalism is making good headwa 
in British Columbia, and in no place has it better 
prospects than in the thriving city of Vancouver. 

O. B. RETNOLDs, 
Secretary Washington Secular Union. 
— — . n— 
Through Methodist Eyes. 

ur From ine Christian Advocate. m 

Question 3555. A minister a few days ago, preaching in 4 
church which I attended, used this exact, expression: 
** Stephen Girard, in the establishment of Girard College, did 
everything he could to make it thoroughly Infidel.” He 
then quoted the clause in Girard’s will forbidding any priest, 
minister, or missionary ever being connected with its man- 
agement, or even admitted as Visitors, and asserted, using 
these very words, that the college never prospered until a 
Christian minister was elected president." Is there any- 
thing to show that Girard purposed the establishment of an 
Infidel college? Has there ever been or is there now & inin- 
ister at the head of the college, or represented on the board 
of instructors? 

Answer. The presidents of Girard Oollege from 
its foundation hav been these : i; 

1. Alexander Dallas Bache, a descendant of 
Franklin, Professor of Natural Philosophy and 
Chemistry in University of Pennsylvania. The col- 
lege did not go into operation under him. He visited 
the European educational institutions in its interest, 
and published his observations. Died as chief of 
the United States coast survey. 

2. Hon. Joel Jones, well known as a judge in 
Philadelphia. 

3. William H. Allen, LL.D. 

4. (Colonel Richard S !) Smith. 

5. William H. Allen, LL D. 

6. Adam H. Fetterolf, LL D. : 

Dr. Allen’s presidency was very long and wise. 

He was an honored layman of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church. None of these gentlemen was s min- 
ister. So far as we ean ascertain no minister has 
ever been upon the board of directors. The rules in 
regard to the admission of ministers even to the 
grounds are strictly kept. The officers hav many 
ministerial friends, but no one of them, so far as we 
ean find, and our opportunities to know are good, 
has ever invited a minister to enter his house or the 
grounds. The rule is to eall these persons to the 
lodge at the entrance, and a few minutes bay to suf- 
fice for a nephew, brother-in-law, pastor, or friend. 
Dr. Allen once found on the grounds & minister who 
had been a pupil in the college, and promptly con- 
ducied him out. No doubt there hav been oecasion- 
ally ministers who think it a clever thing to enter 
under false colors, but we hope such lack of honor 
is extremely rare. The writer, though greatly in- 
terested in Girard College, and acquainted with many 
of its graduates, and though having the children of 
friends there, and very curious to visit it, has never 
considered it compatible with a proper sense of 
honor to do so. 

Services are held on Sunday, but always eondueted 
by lay speakers. If anyone should so far forget the 
proprieties of the place as to become a propagator 
of any particular form of religion, or the assailant 
of any, or of any form of non-religion, his services 
would be speedily dispensed with. When we inquire 
into Girard's intentions, we can only judge by hia 
actions. Girard had a pew in a churob, and required 
the attendance of nephews or nieces who were living 
in his house. There is stil, or was a short time 
ago, living one annuitant under his will, Mrs. Amelia 
G. Taylor. Among many incidents, in conversation 
with a pupil of the college, she said that Mr. Girard 
said that “he did not believe in any particular form 
of religion, but if he ever should make any profession 
it would be Quikerism." m 

In the college religious services are held, morning 
prayers at 8, afiernoon at 4, with singing not in 
the afternoon on Saturdays and holidays. On Sun. 
day they are held morning and afternoon, with short 
addresses by laymen, say, twenty minutes; the sfter- 
noon address omitted in June, July, and August. 
There are also short readings in lower sections, with 
reading and prayer at retiring. 

The object ol Girard, who as a Freethinking 
Frenchman was a great admirer of Voltaire's political 
and religious writings, was simply to train the pupila 
in the principles of morality, leaving them afterward 
to choose their own religion; therefore it was that 
he provided by will that no ecclesiastic, missionary, 
or minister of any sect is to hold any connection 
with the college, or be admitted to the premises 
even as avisitor ; but he made a special request that 
the officers of the institution should instruct the 
pupils in the principles of morality. The manage- 
ment of the college has sssumed in general that a 
belief in an all-wise and just and merciful God is 
essential to morality ; but the will has been adhered 
to as respects the letter and the restrictions of Mr. 
Girard. " en 

From the foregoing it appears that if any minister 
made such a statement as the question contains he 
uttered what he could not know to bo true, an 
what was actually false. 
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: News and Notes. 


Southern California is a peradise now. Soft winds 
are blowing, bright skies sre shining, fleeoy clouds 
roll over the splendid blue, but no storm is in their 
silvery depths. The mountains are wonderfully 
lustrous against the glorious sky, and the vast plains, 
ribboned with sparkling streams and luxuriant with 
grove and orchard, extend like the floor of an enor- 
mous palace. It is “the joy of life” indeed in this 
golden land. Fiowers of every variety are in bloom. 

San Diego, like & queen city, fronts the ses that 
rolls its endless wealth upon tke circling shore. The 
heart of Liberalism beats here too in rhythm with 
the musio of the uncbsined billows. 

On Sunday evening, November 15ib, Louis Opera 
House is again crowded, and I discourse upon “The 
Bible and Modern Thought.” The audience was 
thoroughly appreciativ of radical idess. 

Monday morning I begin my week’s rouie from 
San Diego to Los Angeles. Santa Ana is the first 
point. Here is where Colonel Baker, of the Sents 
Ana Standard, makes things interesting for ortho- 
doxy. He ssys what he thinks is the truth every 
time, and the people like it, and even those who are 
struck with holy horror read bis lively columns. He 
likes to hav the Freethought lecturer come sround, 
and always givs him a hearty clasp of the hand, and 
advertises without money and without price the 
‘gospel of the good time coming. 

Hope Ranch is glittering also, where roy friend 
D. Edson Smith liva in happy tranquillity. “ Ten 
Acres Enough” is the title of one of his instruotiv 
articles, and he giv8 a practical illustration of what 
ten acres can produce in that lovely country. His 
home is a little paradise. It seemed so to me 
indeed, as out of the dust of travel I came to it on 
that sunny morning. The besutiful fruit trees are 
upon every side, and the squashes are so big that it 
took the united efforts of Mr. Smith and myself to 
lift some of them into the wegon. In tkis rural 
felicity one can enjoy life with a large margin of 
leisure and beauty. Mr. Smith is abreast of all 
reforms. He is a valuable contributor to the press. 
It is a wonder how he gets time to write so much. 
He ia a Farmers’ Alliance worker, and is organizing 
that party in Southern Oslifornia, and sometimes 
makes two speeches & dey in advocacy of his cause. 
It is a pleasure to meet this spirited ally and to spend 
a day at Hope Ranch. It mekes the heart beat 
higher in the warm delightful sunsbine, and amid 
the delicious music of the trees. Mre. Smith is 
equally intelligent and interested in radical advance, 
and go amid the bloom of nature I find the sum- 
mons of the “ world’s great feld of battle.” 

I hav a good audience Monday evening, and .a 
responsivone. I find improvement each time I come 
to this point. Mr. H. A. Newman is our stanch sup- 
porter. He devotes himself to the success of the 
meeting, and is a generous contributor. I meet 
many friends of the old time, and am eatisfied that 
notwithstanding every drawback Freethought is on 
the forward move. f 

Tuesday morning there is a conference of the 
clergymen of the county at Sants Ans. I sm 
invited to attend and did so. I thought possibly 
there might be a chance for debate, but the talk was 
entirely one-sided, and there was no room for the 
Infidel. The first paper read was a tremendous 
onslaught on the church of Rome. This was good 
BO far. It demonstrated the bitter antsgonism of 
the supreme church of the Christian religion to the 
common schools. I was not sorry to see Obristiens 
fight among themselves. Therein is the safety of the 
republic. But I could not help noticing how feeble 
in logie is the opposition of the Protestant churches 
to Rome. They do nof seem to hav any basis of 
action—no point whence an effectual attack might 
be made. It is Rome or reason. What is between 
must go to the wall when the final grand combat is 
on. The Protestants do not protest enough. They 
want to exercise authority. To this I object. When 
the pope is overthrown Obristianity is ended. It 
has no further function. A paper was read on ihe 
relations of the church to reform. It was not a very 
vital paper. It simply said, the church must leave 
politics and “preach the gospel.” Well, what is the 
gospel? That question was unanswered. 

Really the discussion by these clergymen of the 
mighty questions of the day was tame indeed. It 
was like the talk of children. It was “ words, 
words, words,” after the fashion of Hamlet. Nota 
stalwart thought was expressed. The great world 
was heaving and tumbling outside in enormous 
force, but these ministers did not seem to know 
anything about it. They launched their paper boats 
on a tiny inlet, where scarcely a breath was felt of 
the real universe. 

Inthe afternoon, by the kindness of Mre. H. A. 
Newmsn I was driven over to Anaheim. Mr. 8. 
Littlefield arranged for our lecture here. I find 
quite a Liberal element. I was pleaced to meet with 
Leonard Parker and his wife. Again the roses 
bioom. Life sweeps on with sunshine and shadow, 
with memory and with hope. Over the soft dear 
stars of night the morning flings its radiant fires. | 
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I hava fair audience; meet old friends at Aua- 
heim, and I hope to come sgain to this fruitful land. 
Anaheim is a quiet plece at present. Vet the country 
round about is in vigorous growth. The warmth 
of the sun is refreshed by breezes from the ses. 
Almost anything can be raised in this section. It is 
an “all-round” country. Not only fruits of every 
variety, but grain and vegetables and grass, are 
sbundantly produced. Mr. Littlefield bas planted 
ninety acres to orange trees, and sixty eres to wal- 
nut trees. They are in splendid condition. In s few 
years these lands will giv an income of $10,000, 
The real property of Oslifornia is now coming—the 
cultivation of its soil. The “boom cities” present 
a melancholy sppesrance ; but groves and orchards 
are springing everywhere into existence, and from 
these shall come the wealth and enterprise that will 
bav no retreating tide. 

Mr. W. M. McFadden was chairman of the meet- 
ing at Ausheim. Mrz. S. Littlefield contributed a 
bezutiful bouquet, which gave its “silent music” to 
the orcasion. Mr. McF'adden has a contest on hand 
which I hope will beip settle a most important 
question. The Bible is read with great elaboration 
in the school his children attend. The teacher reads 
a verse, and then has the whole school repeat it efter 
him. The trustees indorse the teacher. Mr. 
McFadden proposes to take the matter to the courte. 
If so, a decision of the supreme court of the state 
will be the result. i 

From Anaheim, Wednesday, November 18th, I 
hurry on to Los Angeles. By a misiske of the mails 
no errangements are made for a lecture. However, I 
see Vass and Foley, hav. a good dinner with them, 
meet J. E Olark end other friends, and arrange for a 
lecture Mondsy, November 30th, and I know I shali 
hav a liberal attendance in this splendid city. : 

I push on to Monrovia and meet a cordial welcome 
at the home of W. A. Ohess. The Ohess brothers, 
whom I met here four years ago, are now scattered. 
One is in Butte City and one in Portland, but W. A. 
Chess holds the fort here, through varied fortunes, 
and is ready to lend a band. He srranges for the 
lecture, and by bis earnest work it is a great success. 
I thought Monrovia quite an orthodox town. It has 
six churches. When I was here the first time it 
rained tremendously and I had no audience, and did 
not lecture. It was rather discoursging. The 
clouds rolled up in masses this time and it looked 
as if I would hav the same experience. Sunshine, 
however, prevailed ; but would anybody come to the 
Freethought lecture even if it was fine weather? It 
was an experiment. Somebody thought if we did hav 
an audience it would be a sanctimonious one—that 
there would noi be a ripple of laughter nor a cheer 
from beginning to end. However, the meeting was 
a bappy disappointment. The hali was filled with 
ladies and gentlemen and ihe spplause was exbilarat- 
ing. I hav never had a more appreciativ hesring. 
Monrovia wheels into line and from this moment on 
Freethought occupies a position of respect and 
influence. ; 

Monrovia is a handsome residence city. It lies 
along the foothills abont twelve hundred feet above 
the sen. The sir is brilliant. The mountains tower 
in splendor and vsriety. Ths wide valley spreads to 
the sea, which makes s white lustrous rim to the 
v&ried msgpificence of the landscape. The oranges 
produced in this section are of the first quality. 
There is no frost. E 


I was pleased to meet with Mre. Annette Nye and. 


her family, and to enjov ber hospitality. She is now 
in the ranks of Taz Terura SRRRRR, a Liberal and a 
Spiritualist, snd in sympathy with the great reforms 
of the day. both for man and woman. I find many 
friends in Monrovia. I am sure of a generous wel- 
come here at any time. Mr. Ohess's persistent la- 
bors hav produced excellent results. m 

I am due at Savannah Fridsy night. We drive 
Over, amid the delicious sunset light, through long 
avenues of trees. The sun sinks in dazzling glory, 
and leaves behind, from horizon to zenith, an intense 
glare, which makes a lingering and brilliant twilight 
against the accumulating shadows of the night. 
The lanterns are gleaming merrily as wa come to 
Yeary’s hotel, in whose hall the lecture is to be 
given. Mr. and Mrs. Yeary are stanch Liberals. 
They giv a generous welcome. The hall is filled; 
good Ohristians attend, besides Liberals from Ei 
Monte snd the vicinity. This is the first lecture 
ever given at this place, and it was well received. 
The wbjeot was The Bible.” Will H. Baker and 
J. F. Uuruh are our stalwart allies here. They were 
determined to push the campaign at any cost. Mr. 
Baker fells me he is going to Langlois, Ore. The 
Liberals there wil find him a true comrade. Mr. 
John Haddock introduced me at the lecture. Mrs 
F. D. Buttolph and Mrs. W. R Dodson are on the 
roll of Tae Teura SEERER. The intelligence of the 
community was well represented in this successful 
gathering. 

Mr. Yeary is an old-timer. 
country forty-one years. He is wel known in the 
state. He never goes back on his colore. He is a 
Freethinker to the backbone. He freely gave the 
use of his hall and Mrs. Yeary generously enter- 


He bas been in this 


tained the spesker, and they promised to do the 
same to all Liberal lecturers who happen along. 
This is à good outlook for the pioneer worker. 

I sm at Orange to night, Saturday. This eon- 
cludes s pretty good week's work. I hav been 
greatly encouraged. I hav had one of the best trips 
yet. The people come out. The lecture field never 
gave more promis than at present. 

Nov. 21, 1891. Sauk. P. Purxax. 


—— . — — 
The Cause in Michigan. 


To tae Eprros or Tux Trura Srexer, Sir: No 
donbt a few words from s disinterested person will 
be of interest to your many readers. While I ama 
disinterested person yet I hav been quite interested 
and observing. When we look at the condition of 
things st present and meditate upon things of the 
past we can truly feel ez couraged at the progress Ra- 
tionalism is msking ss egainst that of pure Bible 
doctrins. One has a bard task before him to find a 
preacher or Jay member who places much confidence 
in the strict interpretation of-the Bible. It would 
not be difficult for a Rationalist, or, in fact, the 
whole body of them, to gain admittance into the 
churches of the present time. 

Were I to make application to join a church, how- 
ever spiritual it may be, I would be asked whether I 
believed the Bible to be the product of God’s mind ; 
whether I believed in the Bible account of pristin 
purity and the fall; whether I believed all men were 
sinners; whether I believed in the Bible idem of re- 
demptien through an incarnated son of God; whether 
I bslieved Ohriet was a son of God only begotten 
by the Holy Ghost; whether I believed in any 
“good works" (Bible works, of course); whether I 
would tske the “word of God” as “my man of 
counsel,” provided they were in doubt as to whether 
a negativ answer would close my purse and influ- 
ence against them. : 

They, with a few exceptions, hav acceded to the 

Ratiovalists’ declaration that there is nothing in a 
total charge in the moral nature that will meke one 
hate what the “ worldling" loves, cease to talk as 
he does, cease to look as he does, and banish 
the ili feeling and prejudices he once possessed. 
They tell us God intended we should enjoy all 
things he mede—that there is nothirg in the old 
doctrin of self-denial. They hav :xpunged it from 
their creeds, and gay, Drink ard be merry, for to- 
morrow we die. The Nicolatians in the first cent- 
ury discovered the erroneousness of the self denial 
and good works" doctrin and the churches sre 
wisely taking up tke battle cry egainst those who 
are 80 far behind the times and still inculeste the 
iden. ; 
They, with the Rationalist, believe that the feel- 
ings they enjoy are simply an unmistakable evidence 
that they are all right; and these feelings are reliable, 
though the whole Bible contrsdietg, thus proving 
the absurdity of Rom. xii, 2. They hav also ex- 
ploded the imposition upon men, that those who 
do what Christ exjoins will be satisfied —they do not 
desire anything the worldling” give. They super- 
ficislly condemn gambling and its attendants, yet 
they will become enthusiastic over a horse-race. 
They denounce the lottery business as of the devil, 
yet they will engage ina sanctified church lottery 
with all the epirituality they possess. 

I hav taken special pains to lock up the true 
state of affairs. Within the Isst five years I hav 
traveled over several states, selling books (Teata- 
ments of courte), that I might the better become 
acquainted with the workings of the churches ag a 
general thing. I tock special pains to examin them 
in every detail, and can truthfully say that the condi- 
tion of the first community visited was a perfect repre- 
sentation of every other one. To be sure, some com- 
munities had persons of such holy dispositions and 
stability of character not fourd in others, but the 
opposition, prejudices, and hatred were universally 
prevalent. 

Several years ago I came into possession of 
several tracts, amorg which was one, “The House 
We Liv In," being & statement of the faith and 
practice of a small denomination. I had never heard 
of these people before, snd could not find out where 
sny of them lived. I asked a “man of God" where 
I could find some of them. He told me it was folly 
to go so far to hunt them up; that they were so 
foolish they thought they ought to do things as they 
found them in the Bible, and had not the wisdom to 
do the more objectionable things in a spiritual way ; 
that is, they could not tske advantage of the part of 
the Bible we do not really feel like doing. 

This opposition of that “man of God” only 
strengthened my curiosity more than ever, and I 
finslly found the people holding to the faith enunci- 
ated in the aforesaid tract. I found them all gerer- 
ous to & fault, I learned their ways, studied up 
their practices, and can really say I felt at home 
among them, though I was no more interested in 
their doctrins than in any other. I often get into 
trouble with them, as they are wonderfully. defensiv 
when it comes to dealing with God's word," and I 
can aay in all candor that they are the only people 
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of whom I hav heard that Rationalism is in direct 
opposition to. 
. You ean go to the Baptist, Presbyterian, Method- 
ist, United Brethren, Lutheran, Discipie, or Oon- 
gregationalist denominations and tackle them on the 
Bible and they will all stand up for its divine inspira- 
tion, and tell us they tske it as a whole; but when 
you come to a Dunkard he will not only tell you 
hat the rest tell you, but he will ssy he will accept 
it in detail as well as a whole. 

When you want to whip the Dankards you can 
‘enlist almost every denomination on earth and giv it 
to them in any shape you wish. They literally 
despise the Dunkards. I hav attended several of 
their love-fessts. They hav tables enough in the 
church-house to accommodate all of their own belief 
present. They are spresd with soup made from 
bread and the broth of beaf, beef, and bread. Then 
they wash one another’s feet—the men the men's 
feet, and the women those of their own sex. They 
then eat the mes] before them, after which they take 
the bread and wine. 

Though you read this in the Bible (so they hav not 
added to it) I hav heard the severest criticisms and 
strongest proofs against this work made by very 
devoted men to the Bible. 
I was in company wit: Rstionalists and would 
express my views in opposition to this part of God's 
word” and they would amen them with a zeal 
worthy the cause. 
prise when I found these of my faith were Ohristians 
and believers in the whole Bible. 

Then when the men meet, they salute each other 
with a kiss, and the women also as do the male part 
of the church. This is also in the Bible, but I hav 
heard ministers—men of God—ridicule this and say 
they would not kiss a men for $20; and another 
said if be could kiss the sisters he would like it, but 
that he would not kiss a man—s brother not excepted 
—for a kingdom. Now, with such holy leaders, so 
confident in the truthfalness of the Bible, to lead, 
you cannot go amiss in guessing what support 
Rationalism got from their devoted followers. 
They do not dress like the world, or unbelievers, 
‘prostitutes, eto. The women wear & neat sun- 
bonnet, and plain clothing, with s white cap or veil- 
ing under the bonnet. The men wear wide-rimmed 
hats with standing coat-collar. It is almost 
incredible to hear of the Christian mothers using the 
language about their daughters who choose to join 
this fraternity that they do. I hav heard a story 
here of a Christian man and woman with their only 
‘daughter and her husband going to meeting one 
night with the latter's conveyance. The langusge 
used against that daughter and son-in-law was very 
‘strong, and is seldom equsled by those less favored 
by God. They were followed by three men suffi 
ciently close to hesr. Tae mother accused the 
son-in-law of everything and ran these Dankards 
down to the level of devils, hypocrite, etc, and 
wound up by saying that before she would belong to 


his church and wear a bonnet she would go to hell, 


as horrid a placeas the Bible says it is. When she 
spoke for Ohrist she felt 80 good; the love of God 
Was shed abroad in her heart, snd she would do any- 
thing for Onrist because he had done so much for 
her. l 

So it is wherever I go—wonderful opposition to 
these people. Oae man said that wera it not for the 
law there would be more Dankard funerals than 
there are, for when these children join the Dunkards 
the love of God would swell up and derange their 
Obristian mothers and fathers and the spirit would 
inepire them to murder their wayward daughters so 
they would not do those naughty things in the 
Bible. 

In conclusion I will say, I am terribly bothered 
and cannot decide whether we Infidels are Ohrietians 
or whether Ohristians are Infidels. J. TAYLOR. 

Plint, Mich. ' 
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English Notes. 


Dear Truru Seexens: Freethought work is not 
without its interesting insidents. Sometimes our 
workers are more enthusiastic than discreet, and in 
their enthusiasm do those things which we graver 
Ones can scarcely commend. Still we must make 
some allowance for untrained minds feeling a desire 
for revenge against their unprincipled Ohristian 
enemies. Here is an example of what we hav to 
contend with, and how our converts cocasionally take 
the law into their own hands. At Finchley, a suburb 
in the north of London, made famous by Hogarth's 
painting The March of the Guards through Finch- 
ley," we hav been trying to popularize Freethovght 
views. The result at first was highly satisfactory; 
but the dear Lord sent down a batch of his lying 
prophets who declared us all to be immoral beyond 
imagination, and the people shrank from us like 
poison. Au underhanded persecution set in, and our 
_converts were afraid to go near us for fear of losing 
their employment. Time, however, wore cff the 
sharp corners of the Christian reproaches and the 
Freethinkers established themselvs in Finchley. 
On one occasion Mr: W. J. Ramsey, who shared 


D.ffe:ent times I thought 


You can easily imagin my sur- 


Hollowsy jail with Mr. G W. Foote and Mr. Kamp, 
was announced to giv the Sunday lecture. By some 
preconcerted arrangement, apparently, the loosl 
Oburch Army and Salvation Army bands kept up a 
succession of instrumental dins, so that Ramsey had 
no siternativ but to stay his discourse. Then the 
sequel. Oar leader in those parts, who is a nsvvy 
who has raised himself into the position of employ- 
ing otber navvies, introduced a smell barrel organ 
into the harmonic gatherings. It was no use for the 
allied bands to contend sgainst that; and for three 
weeks the Finchiey outdoor services were the chief 
amusement for the villagers. Now came one Sun- 
day’s rest to see how the Armies would behave them. 
selvs. That was followed by another effort to speak 
and I went down at an unexpected time last Sanday. 
News of my arrivel was awiftly carried round the 
suburb; and when the trap drew up to the preach- 
ing ground the Church Army wes already there, 
singing, praying, brassbandiog to their hearts’ con- 
tent. Within a foot of my trap a Obristian converted 
fighter with a tremendous voice railed at us and our 
teachings. Babel was reproduced. How I mansged 
it I scarcely know, but for three quarters of sn hour 
I shouted over the heads of the tumultuous assembly 
and addressed a fairly large number who listened as 
attentivly as they could to their first Freethought 
lecture in that out-of-the-way corner of Finchley. 
This week my voice is all sixes and sevens from the 
tremendous strain it underwent. As compensation, 
however, tracts and thoughts were distributed where 
they are sure to bring forth useful fruit. 

Last Sundey evening it was my good forture to 
listen to a lecture in the Finsbury Park hall, which 
not only threw considerable light on the Theosophic 
question, but, if true, gave it a somewhat gloomy 
coloring. Mr. Orisfield is a practical hypnotist, for 
medical purposes, at our London-on Sea, Brighton. 
For several years he has treated bis patients with 
the aid of hypnotism and his wife has assisted him 
as a “masseuse.” The result is that the doctor has 
not only had experience in the art, but that experi- 
ence has enabled him to giv both entertaining and 
very useful lectures upon the various phases of 
hypnotism. To one such lecture we were invited 
Isst Sundsy. After a learned disquisition, which, 
for accuracy’s sake, he read, Mr.Orisfieid invited some 
of his audience to mount the platform, and then 
mesmerised such as cared to ascend. This part of 
the show was interesting enough, and by the aid of 
the explanations already given, equally instructiv 
to the more thoughtful portion of his audience. 
However, Mr. Orisfield clearly pointed out that hyp- 
notism ought not to be used for the purpose of ridicu- 
lous exhibitions. Such things ought to be sup- 
pressed. For medical purposes hypnotism was 
a boon and should be used more than it is. On the 
other hand, by training one’s body to subjection to 
hypnotic ir fluences one or an audience of fifty per- 
sons can be brovght under the lasting spell of the 
operator for good or evil. Scch, at least, I under- 
stood him to teach. That most extraordinary 
phase of mesmerism, posthypnotic suggestion. 
renders patients capable of believing that they can 


see, whilst in their otherwise normal weking con- 


dition, those very things which they believed they 
saw whilst in the hypnotic state; ard Mr. Orisfield 
seemed to think that having reduced herself to that 
condition, Mrs. Besant had believed to receive the 
Mahatmas letters as a matter of fact; and be also be- 
lieved that now Madame Blavatsky is dead, there 
is no one who can release these people from their 
present state. A hypnotizer would seem to hav 
power of his patients to such an extent that if be 
suggests that no one else shall hav power of hyp. 
notism over them, no other hypnotizer is able to in- 
fluence them for good or evil. My knowledge of the 
subject is far too tiny to indorse Mr. Oriefield in 
any way, but if he be right in his ideas and suitable 
patients, often those of strongest will and keen- 
est intellects, can be made subject to post-hypnotic 
suggestions and made to believe what their master 
tells them to believe, it is one of the most melancholy 
things that I remember to hav learned. Of course 
Mr. Oriefield only uses the art in a general way for 
the removal of neuralgic pains, sleeplessness, indiges- 
tion, and so on; and when he hypnotizes people for 
amusing purposes he puts it out of other practitioners’ 
power to do so without his consent. Mr. Oris field 
is an out-and-out Freethinker who has worked hard 
for the cause in Brighton, and is a total disbeliever 
in Spiritualism of any kind, being a stanch Materi- 
alist. 

Most of our American friends will be familiar with 
the name of Robert Forder. Perbaps that good man 
does not come to the front so much as do others ; 
but he certainly has done an enormous work for 
Freethought since he has been secretary of the Na- 
tional Secular Scciety. Mr. Forder is now approach- 
ing middle age, that age when men hav had a fair 
experience of the world and are yet endowed with 
their largest portion of mental and bodily vigor. 
At such period of life good men try to be useful to 
their fellows as well as to themselves, and if they hav 
been careful, plodding men, they are generally in a 
social position which enables them to leave their 


business ocossionally in o'her hands whilst trey help 
a little in works of pobiic kind. Oar old friend has 
müde & move in this direction and has wisely de- 
termined to seek a seat on the London school board 
to repair in some measure, if he be elected, the loss 
the Progressiv party must sustain by the decision of 
Mre. Besant to sacrifice the poor children of London 
on her altar of Theosophy. That Mr. Forder will 
blow no uncertain sound may be gathered from his 
program, which I append. 


LONDON SCHOOL BOARD. 
To the Rat payers of the Finsbury Division. . 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I beg to offer myself as a Pro 

Elementary education having been made, by law, compul- 
sory and free, it should, as a logical consequence, be of a 
purely secular character. I shall, if elected, strongly advo- 
cate the exclusion of all religious teaching from the board 
schools. 

With regard to the general policy of the school board, I 
am in favor of the provision of first-class buildings; the 
maintenance of a sufficient and efficient steff of teachers; 
spacious playgrounds, to be open to the children of the 
neighborhood at all reasonable times; management of the 
schools to be entirely free from sectarian influence; and the 
proper and careful administration of the ratepayers’ money. 

I am strongly in favor of paying trade union rates of 
wages for all work done for the board; and, whenever pos- 
sible, the labor-day for all employees of the board should be 
limited to eight hours. 

I am also in favor of the extension of evening schools,- 
with an attractiv and practical course of studies. 

My public work during the last thirty years in all move- 
ments of a Progressiv character will, I hope, justify me in 
asking your confidence and support. 

ROBERT FORDER. 

9 Coleridge Road, Islington, N., Nov. 4, 1891. 


. Sam BTANDRING. 


ersiv candidate. 
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Lectures and Meetings. 


Mrs. Marre K RRR RI. will spend the month of December 
lecturing in Texas and the following four months in Kansas. 
Nebraska, and Iowa. Her address this month is 868 Third 
street, Portland, Oregon; after that, care of Mrs. J. W. 
Grit, 448 Bryan street, Dallas, Texas. 


W. 8. BELL will lecture at Creston, Ia., December 1st; 
North Bend, Neb., 8d, 4th, 5th; Friend, Neb., 7th; Dallas, 
Tex., 12th. 13th; Flatonia, Tex., 16:h, 17th; Ban Antonio, 
Tex., 20th; E! Paso, Tex., 231, 24:h, 25 h; Phosatx, Ariz.; 
27th, 28th, 29:h; San Pasquale, Cal., January 2d, 3d. 


8. P. PurNAM's lecture appointments in California: 
Oakdale, December 5th, 6th; Lodi, 12th; Stockton, 
18th; Gridley, 15th, 16th, 17th. Mr. Putnam will lecture 
the first four Sundays of January in San Francisco on“ The 
Evolutions of a Century.” Subject of first lecture, Evolu- 
tions— Theological and Religious;” of second lecture, 
„ Liberalism, Spiritualism, and Infidelity ;” of third lecture, 
„Industrial Evolutions;" of fourth lecture, Political 
Evolutions.” January 29th there will be a grand Paine 
celebration at Union Square Hall. On the following Bature 
day and Sunday, January 30ih and 81st, will be held the 
state convention. å 


Joun R. CHARLESwORTR’s lecture appointments are as fol- 
lows: November 15ch, Beloit, Kan; 16:h, 17ch, 18th, Indus- 
try; 281, 24th, Doniphan ; 26:h, 27ch, Eagle, Neb. ; 29th, 
Hamburg, Ia; December 6:h, Ottumwa; 16th, Aurora, 
III.; 21st, 22d. Lexington; 284, 24:h, Strasburg; 27 ch. 28tb, 
Centralia; 30:h, 31st, Waterloo. Iod.; January 10 h, Colum- 
bus, O; 11th, 12th, Shreve ; 24th, Kent; 27h, 28th, Farm. 
dale; 29th, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


J. Orzea Waren, the Infidel Spiritualist orator, will speak 
at the Manhattan Liberal Club, 220 Eest 15th street, on Fri- 
day evening, D-cember 4th. His subject is ** Individualism 
vs. Socialism—the real point of conflict in process of civiliza- 
tion.” Mr. Wright is a fervid speaker, of whom the heret- 
ical Spiritualists think a good deal, and will no doubt giv 
the Club something to debate. December 11th the mother 
of Lillian Russell will describe the Evolution of Ren- 
son." Following Mra Leonard. December 18 ch, Mies Mai 
Fai will talk about Liberal Liberty.” 


Mers. M. A. Freeman writes: ‘Oa November 14'h Dr. 
Juliet H. Severance gave an address before the Chicago Secu- 
lar Union to a large and appreciativ audience. The subject 
was, The True Healing Art,’ and as usual she handled it 
with force and ability. Sue was extreme'y happy in her 
illustrations, comparing drug medication to the vicarious 
atonement, and she said of the homeopathists that they are 
about like tbe Unitarians, but that the danger was that one 
taking a little medicin or & little religion was apt to indulge 
in more, that there was a constant tendency in either case to 

- increase the dose. The doctor, much to the satisfaction of 

her friends, is regaining ber old strength and is ready to 
answer calls to lecture in adjacent states. Liberals should 
remember the werk of tbis brave reformer, and write her 
for particulars at No. 2 Warren ave., Chicago, III.“ 


Ayprew Hod, of Cincinnati, Ohio, writes to us 
under date of November 25th, as follows: “A number 
of Liberals met in Eureka Hall, northeast corner of 
Ninth and Walnut streets, Sunday, 15 h instant, to 
endeavor to effect an organization of Freethinkers in 
this city. A meeting will be held on Sunday, 29th 
instant, in the same place at 8 o'clock P.M., to hav the 
organization perfected on a solid basis, and should 
this meet the eye of any persons in or around this city 


in movement for the destruction of super- 
ud Pit of the principles of Universal Mental 
Liberty it is expected tbat they wil join us in this much- 
needed movement. When regular meetings are held we 
will hope to hav a little space in TRE TRUTH ÑEEKER 
reserved for notice of the same if possible. Should anyone 
not see this notice in time to join us on the foregoing date 
the undersigned will be glad to see or hear from them at 
any time.” Mr. Hogg's address is 215 West 7th st, 
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„When we love our brother for the sake of our 
brother,” says Professor Olifford, “we help all men 
to grow in the right; but when we love our brother 
for the sake of somebody else, who is very likely to 
damn our brother, if very soon comes fo burning him 
alive for his soul’s health." 

Hardly had the Christian religion become firmly 
esteblished in the Roman empire when “the emperor 
Justinian prohibited the teaching of philosophy, and 
closed its schools in Athens, A D. 599" (Draper). 

Under Valentinian and Valens every manusoript 
that could be seized was forthwith burnt. Through- 
out the East men in terror destroyed their libraries, 
for fear that some unfortunate sentence contained in 
any of the books should involve them and their 
families in destruction. The universal opinion was 
that it was right to compel men to believe what the 
mejority of society had now accepted as the truth, 
and, if they refused, it was right to punish them. 
No one was heard in the dominating party to raise 
hia voice in behalf of intellectual liberty.” l 

“The science of the fathers was essentially 
founded on the principle that the scriptures contain 
ell knowledge permitted to man”(Idem). St. 
Augustine was one of the fathers. He asserted that 
* it is impossible there should be inhabitants on the 
opposit side of the earth, since no such race is 
recorded by seripture among the descendants of 
Adam.” Laobantius was another of the fathers who 
fully believed in the Bible. He asked, "Is it pos- 
sible that men can be so absurd as to believe that 
the crops and the trees on the other side of the earth 
hang downward, and thai men hav their feet higher 
than. their heads?" Bruno was burnt by Ohrie- 
tian believers in the Bible in the sixteenth century 
for asserting that the earth turned around. Galileo 
‘suffered imprisonment, and only esesped burning for 
the game cause by recantation. Freethought was 
their only erime. Vanini, the Italian philosopher, 
bad his tongue cut out and was then burnt alive, in 
1619, for daring to use his reason in opposition to 
the barbarian biblical and patristic oosmogony of his 
day. And these sre but a tithe of the martyrs who 
suffared death for blessing the world with useful 
discoveries and inventions, at the hands of those 
who taught the same religion that is taught to-day. 

Luther alao, with the open Bible before him, 
bitterly opposed and ridiculed Qopernicus, and 
thought he had done a smart thing when he had 
called that immorts! philosopher poor fool. We 
want our publie schools devoted to resl knowledge, 
to science gs opposed to superstition. If people want 
to tetah their children about the ghosts and hob. 
goblins, the nymphs and fairies, ihe sylphs aud 
satyre——things which exist only in the imagination 
of the. ignorant sud moonstruck-let them teagh 
them these things at home or at church; and if they 
are afraid that these gauzy films of theology will he 
dispelled by an acquaintance with the facts of science. 
let them forswear education altogether. People use 
to shrink in terror from the exhibition of * God's 
thunderbolt "—the lightning—and exeorate Franklin 
and Morse, whose discoveries now giv ug the tele- 
graph and electric railways. When an eclipse 
oecurred the churches and monasteries used to be 
crowded with worshipers, praying their God to drive 
the devil off the sun; bub now scientific men travel 
thousands of miles to observe eclipses and transits 
of planets, and thus add to the world’s knowledge. 
A few centuries ago the windmill and the printing- 
press were called the inventions of the devil; and 
Governor Berkeley of Virginia said he hoped the 
new colonies in America would not bav any free 
schools or printing-presses for a hundred years, 
because learning brought heresy and printing 
divulged it, and the pious governor draaded heresy 
worse than he dreaded ignorance. But by and by 
Thomas Jefferson came along to make old Virginia 
proud, and told the people to “question with 
boldness even the existence of a God, because, if 
there be one, he must more approve the homage of 
reason than of blindfolded fear.” 

My religious neighbors are now telling me that it ia 
wrong to explode dynamite to bring rain. They 
say God can only make rain, and all scientific 
appliances are both useless and sinful. This shows 
me why Professor Draper wrote bis ‘ Conflict 
Between Science and Religion." It is only another 
feebler manifestation of the spirit of superstition 
that crucified science and, when powerful, burnt 
scientists in the past. The clergy who are better 
informed owe it to truth and their consciences to 
help eradicate superstition from our publie schools, 
that the rising generation may not hav their youth- 
ful minds weighted down in their search after truth. 

Hartford, Kan., Nov. 9, 1891. A. H. DARROW. 
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propagation of opinions which he disbelisves, is sin- 
ful and tyrannical.” 

The New York Independent says: Those who 
insist that some species of religious instruction shall 
be incorporated into our public school system, may 
not intend the result; yet they are taking just the 
course most likely to destroy the system alfogether, 
since they demand of it what if cannot consistently 
do. Secular instruction is the utmost limit to which 
the system osn be ressonably extended.” 

The Wisconsin supreme court has recently de- 
cided that the reading of the Protestant Bible in the 
public schools constitutes sectarian instruction; and 
of course the reading of the Catholic, or any other 
version, would be equally so. 

The Adventists are opposed to the reading of the 
Bible in the public schools, because, according to 
their views, the state has nothing to do with religion. 
The civil law and tke ecc’esiastical law, in their 
estimation, hav nothing in common. The word 
*eivil" comes from the Latin civitas, meaning 
“ity,” ancient states deriving their names from 
capital cities ; while ecclesiastical law. is for the 
government of the church. As President James 
Madison said: Religion is not in the purview of 
human government. Religion is essentially distinct 
from government and exempí from its cognizance. 
A connection between them is injurious to both.” 
The sentiments of President U. S. Grant were simi- 
ler. He said: “Leave the matter of religion to the 
family altar, the church, and the private school, sup- 
ported entirely by private contribution. Ksep the 
state and the church forever separate.” 

The phenomenal growth of Freethought, which 
chronicies a seventy-five per cent increase of adher- 
ents in ten years, while the various churches hav 
only gained from naught to six per cent; the intelli- 
gence of its people, in whose ranks are such men as 
Oharles Darwin, Herbert Spencer, John W. D-aper, 
Thomas Huxley, Ernest Haeckel, John Tyndall, 
Alex. Von Humboldt, and scores of others of 
the world's leaders in sciences and philosophy; and 
the fact that the founders of Americau liberty, the 
pioneers of the antislavery movement, and the agi- 
tators of nearly every reform, come from its ranks, 
giv to the Secular demands of the Freeihinkers of 
the world a prestige which rises above the consider- 
ation of numbers. 

The Freethinkers of the world demand s purely 
secular education for the reasons already adducsad by 
the Oatholics and Adventists; and also because the 
doctrin of scriptural infallibility, discarded by every 
educated clergyman in fhe world, should no longer 
be allowed to bloek the progress of scientific knowl- 
edge in the schools of this eountry. 

Felix Kuhn, a noted Lutheran minister of Paris 
and historian of Luther, openly declares that “ the 
old ideas harmonize no more with the requirements 
of science." Edmund Siapfer, author of a new 
French translation of the Naw Testament, says em- 
phatieally that among Protestants it must be con- 
feased in all frankness that the belief in a direct 
inspiration of the scriptures, making them of au- 
thority, has passed its time, and is henceforth no 
more held. A great number of Protestant Obris- 
tians, the greatest number probably, still hold the 
infallibility of the holy books; but theologians do so 
no more" Rev. Dr. Briggs affirms that Supersti- 
tion is no less superstition if it takes the form of 
bibliolatry. The Bible is no better than a mass- 
book for stopping a bullet, and is not as good as 
holy water for putting out a fire.” The Unitarian 
Christian Register says: “Ds. Briggs never uttered 
a more wholesome truth than when he classed bibli- 
olatry with Mariolatry and other superstitions.” Dr. 
Buckley, editor of the New York Christian Advo. 
cate (Methodist), admits that “there are no original 
manuscripts [of the Bible] in the world; that the 
translators were in the habit of adding words in the 
English version to make the sense clear, and that 
these are generally, but not always, placed in italics ; 
that the manuscripis from which the translations 
are made differ among themselves,” eto. 

Prof. James D. Dana, LL D., who is said by Rer. 
Joseph Oook to be the most orthodox geologist in 
the world, now says that, Geology proves that 
there are discrepancies between science and the 
record; discrepancies with regard to the kinds of 
plants which made up the first life of the globe, and 
on some other similar points. If it states these dis- 
crepancies and explains them, it does its duty; and 
it is very certain that any assertions it may make on 
the subject will be based on well- established facts.” 

Says the Rav. Mr. Parkhurst, of New York city: 
"The church has always fought new ideas, never 
subsoribes to a discovery in science until it has to, 
always widens its conceptions grudgingly and 
sulkily, and when on the frontier between the known 
and the unknown it has always behaved as though it 
were scared. The man who has a new understand- 
ing of a thing is always a hated man. No matter 
what his character may be, no matter how willing he 
might be to lay down his life for the truth, as he 
apprehends it, he is a feared and hated mar. They 
always try to kill him. They do it as a part of their 
| religious life.” 


| Gammunications. 


The Bible in the Schools. 


At first thought the reading of the Bible in the 

ublid schools appears to be a very harmless, if not 
beneficial, practice. Those among the laity who 
favor it do not, as a rule, intend any infringement of 
others rights or the perversion of any of the func. 
tions of the common schools. They believe that the 
Bible “inculeates good morals, that religious 
instruction ig necessary to the young, and that, 
therefore, the reading of the Bible in the schools 
would be beneficial. 

But this conclusion is a non sequitur. It does not 
follow from their premises. A book which contains 
good maxims may also contain bad ones, and its 
good influence may thus be counteracted. Religious 
instruction might be beneficial to the young, and yet 
this instruction might not be most advantageously or 
most properly given in the public schools. 

There are several numerous and influential classes 
who object to the reading of the Bible in the public 
schools, and for various reasons. Among these 
classes are the Oatholics, Adventists, and Free- 

. thinkers. The Catholics and their reasons will be 
first noticed. . 
. It will perhaps be conceded by ail that the 
Ostholic is the oldest and most numerous Obristian 
denomination represented in the Uaited States. Its 
literature extends back to and includes tbe writings 
of what are known as the “fathers” of the church, 
from the time of the apostles to the present day. To 
it hav belonged, and in its bosom hav died, nine- 
tenths of all the Christians who hav ever lived. 
What it may hav to say on the subject of religion is 
therefore entitled to some respect, and what it may 
ask in the matter of collectiv or individual rights is 
worthy of some consideration on the part of the 
people who compose the sovereignty of the United 
States. A few brief statements alone will be neces- 
sary to show thg positionof this church on the sub- 
. ject. A ; 
! “Examin the Bibles promiscuously distributed in 
Behool-rooms, and it will be found that certain por- 
tions are soiled with much use, and sometimes abso- 
lutely worn away by lecherous-minded youths; par- 
ticular passages are marked to aid in more convenient 
reference for others; a special delight is taken by 
many lads to call the attention of the female element 
in mixed sohaols to certain verses, expressions, eto., 
whose reading and study produces the utmost dis- 
order in both sexes" (Freeman's Journal and Cath- 
glio Register, June 20, 1891). 

“The Old Testament is not a religious book, It is 
rather moral than religious, but it is the most 
immoral book in print” (Statement of a Catholic eiti- 
gen of Hartford). 

“Many things are narrated in seripture, not as 
they really happened, but scacording to the opinion 
prevalent at the age of the writer (St. Jerome). 

Those statements impugn the morality, accuracy, 
and reliability of the Bible as a whole, This church 
also opposes religious instruction in the schools 
because such instruction is usually given by Protest- 
ants out of the Protestant Bible, and they do not 

' believe that they ought to be taxed to pay for the 
giving of such instruction to their children as they 
do not wish them to receive. As we proceed we shall 
find that other objectors present substantially the 
Bame views. 

Noah Webster, of lexicographical fame, says: “In 
no respect does the present version of the scriptures 
require amendment more than in the nse of many 
words and phrases which cannot now be uttered, 
especially in promiscuous company, without violence 
to decency ; further, many words and phrases are so 
offensiv, especially to females, as to create a reluc- 
tance in young persons to attend Bible classes and 
schools in which they are required to read passages 
which cannot be repeated without a blush, and con- 
taining words which, on other occasions, a child can 
not utter without rebuke.” 

The vulgarity referred to by Mr. Webster extends 
not to the words alone, but in many instances to the 
narrativ itself, ns witnessed by Gen. xxxviii, 2 Sam. 
xiii, Judges xix, 2 Jam. xvi, Gen. xxxv, eto; and 
has led to the adoption of lesson leaves, in which the 

: Obscene passages are omitted, in nearly all of the 

modern Sunday-sehoola. 

Rev. Charles A. Briggs, professor of biblical 
theology in the Union Theological Presbyterian 
Seminary of New York, says: There are errors in 
the scriptures which no one has been able to explain 
away, and the theory that they were not in the 
original text is sheer assumption, upon which no man 
can rest with cartainty.” 

Rev. Danie] Ourry, D.D., Methodist, reviser of 
Olarke’s Commentaries, said a few years ago in a 
Chicago preachers’ meeting that the Old Testament 
abounded in old wives’ fables, which ought to be 
discarded. 

Thomas Jefferson said in a speech before the 
general assembly of Virginia in 1785, that “to com- 
pela man to furnish contributions of money for the 


We will furnish free sample pages—pictures and 
text—of the “ Freethinkere' Pictorial Text-Book " to 
any friend who will distribute them where they will 
do good, and to anyone who will become a selling 
agent a liberal discount will be made. A Freethinker 
of good address, man or woman, out of work, could 
make good salary selling this book in any town of 
fairly Liberal inhabitants. 


pfe My Lecture Trip. 
^ My lectures in Leadville were attended with un- 
usual success, Each succeeding night my audiences 
were ‘considerably augmented, and they gave way to 
: burst of greeting when I ascended the platform. 
„The miners are an exceedingly Liberal class of men, 
Whose effasiv and generous hospitality strikes very 
" forcibly upon one who has been trained in the stiff 
oustoms and habits of our Eastern cities. I spoke 
in the eity hall, and my lectures were received with 
enthusiasm. Oa Sunday night a resolution was 
, drawn up and offered to the meeting, condemning 
the action of the Sabbatarian organizations through- 
out the country in their attempts to close the 
-World’s Exposition on Sundays. The resolution was 
first read to the audience, and its adoption was 
moved by Louis Hoebel, seconded by A. D. Searl. 
. Mr. W. Booth (vice-president) then put it to the 
meeting, and it was carried unanimously, the audi. 
~-enoa also pledging themselvs to use every means in 
their power to secure the opening of the Exposition 
upon each and every Sunday during its enntinuance. 
It was also decided to send a copy of the resolution 
. to the state commissioners and to the local direct- 
‘ory of the Fair. 
During my stay here I was the honored guest of 
Osptain Searl and family, who did their utmost: to 
giv me a good impression of the Rocky mountains 
and their inhabitants, and I am sure that I can never 
thank them sufficiently for their extreme kindness to 
“me. The captain has figured quite largely in the 
historical achievements of his country. Aa engineer 
by trade, ke has served with great usefulness in 
:Weveral military expeditions. He was sent out to 
U ish to survey portions of the territory with a view 
to effecting a gentile settlement therein, hoping by 
this means to secure the overthrow of polygamy in 
that country. His orders were to found two colonies, 
the first of which he was to name Unevah," mean- 
. fag one wife,” and the second * Virtoso," meaning 
- “virtuous man.” ‘Bat owing to the death of the 
promoter of the scheme, the project fell through, and 
“now the oaly use he has made of the names is that 
he has testowed them upon two grandchildren, also 
giving the name “Virtoso” to a mine on the hills 


aad “U.evah” to a ranch of his a few miles from 


L adville. I accepted an invitation to dine with Mr. 
W. Booth on the Sunday (a prominent business 
mar), aud in the afternoon an attempt was made to 
drive as fer as the lakes on the mountain-sides to 
inspeeb the fish hatcheries. But we never reached 
there; it was too cold for Mr. Booth to continue 
the drive, go he turned back, although the ladies 
declared that it was not the least bit cold, and I 
did not know whether to coincide with Mr. Booth or 
. the ladies, but I must confess that my face was blue 
. before I got back. A large number of the audience 
signed the constitution of the new Uaion at the close. 
of the meetings, with the intention of becoming 
members thereof, and now the prospects are that a 
-good, strong, and earnest Freethought organization 
Will be established in Leadville. They hav splendid 
opportunities. May they utiliza them to the highest 
and may success attend their efforts to encourage 
mankind 
To worship in no temple of wood or of stone, 
To a man-made God on a creed. contrived throne, 
. But ever beneath the blue sky above 
To worship in Nature's great temple of love. 

There are quite a number of earnest and well-to-do 
Liberals in this city, and I was very pleased indeed 
to meet for the first time such as the gallant csptain 
and family, Mr. and Mrs. Booth, Mrs. Denman, Louis 
: Hoebel, J. Henry, and several others. All expressed 
: regrets that my lectures had come to a termination, 
and I had to promis to visit Lsadville again in the 
near future before I departed. 

I lef: Leadville Wednesday morning (when I com- 
- meneed my homeward trip) en route for Kansas, 
where I hav one or two engagements to lecture, 
My first place in Kansas was Industry, a little agri- 
‘cultural township, situated at a distance of eighteen 
miles from the railroads. I experienced consider- 
able inconvenience in reaching it, but having made 
the contract t6 lecture there, I was in duty bound to 
. fulfill the same. A roundabout ride all day on Sun- 
day brought me to Olay Oenter, and here I was in- 
formed that the rest of my journey would hav to be 
made in an open mail-cart, which left this town for 
Industry at 6am There was only one alternativ— 
walk — but as you may naturally suppose I preferred 
the mail-cart. We got a start about 7:30 A M. and 
this ride will never be forgotten by me. During the 
whole journey a forty-mile nor'wester was raging, 
` and the biting cold made traveling under these oir- 

cumstances exceedingly unpleasant. Mentally I had 
named our Mexican broncos “Deliberation ;" atleast, 
this is what seemed to me & most suitable name for 
them at one time, but an incident oecurred which 
caused me to change my Opinion. The driver had 
occasion to get out to deliver some mail, leaving me 
in charge of the tesm. He had scarcely left us 
when the horses began to manifest an uneasiness. 
Oe of them gave me an ominous lock, as though 
he knew that he, now had an inexperienced 
hand to deal with, when suddenly they started 


faster. Finally, with a good deal of pulling and 
tugging, I brought them to a standstill, end found 
that they had cleared a barbed-wire feros. There 
I was with the horses on one side of the fence and 
myself in the cart on the other. The driver soon 
came to my assistance, and began to extricate me 
from my unfortunate predicament, talking to those 
horses the while in a strain known only to drivers, 
but which the horses seemed to perfectly under- 
stand. Of course I did not assist the driver in his 


| vituperations, but they were exactly my sentiments 


Finally the little town of Industry hove in sight. 


‘and I soon found myself before a warm stove, seated 


beside a well-filled table in the hospitable home of 
H. D. Ingrabam, whose guest I remained. while in 
this place. 
three hundred. The msjority of its inhabitants are 
Liberals. They hava church in their midst, but ow 

ing to a strange feeling characteristic of all Christin 
churches at present, its doors are closed and now it 
stands the silent monument of those internal equeb- 
bles which seem to permeate the whole Christian 
world. “How these Ohristians love each other.” 
I gave two lectures here. Originally I was to hav 
given three, but our friends persuaded me to forgo 
one, BO a8 not to injure another Jecture which was to 
be given on Tuesday night. Au effort was made by 


a local sky pilot to injare mine, by arranging s 


series of praver-meetings in order to prevent tbe 


faithful from falling under the in fl ience of I: fide'- 


ity, but bis efforts were so much wasted energy, for 
I had by far the greater audienca, and which repre 

sented the most intelligent and most useful part of 
the community. My first lecture on Bible Mo. 
rality " succeeded in drawing out a good. though 
erratic criticism by a local physician, Dr. Little field. 
The doctor displayed s habit of wanderiog from tbe 
subj»et, which necessitated my calling him to order. 
He charged me with willfully mi: quoting the Bible. 
and declared that though the Bibie did record the 
most bloodthirsty crimes, he would d.fy me to 
bring forth one passage wherein God sanctioned 
them. I irstantly referred him to Nam. xxxi, 1 2; 
also verse 40 of the same chapter, at the conclusion 
of which the worthy doctor admitted that God did 
savetion crime, thereby glaringly. contradicting hio. 
self and vindicating my position. The outcome of 


this was a challenge to debate, which was accepted 


and arranged for Thursday night. . 

My second lecture drew a larger audienee. Again 
the doctor was present, and though he took copious 
notes of my statements, he very wisely refrained 


from making any eriticism, thinking, no doubt, 


once bitten twice shy, which reminded me very 
forcibly of a remark that I oros heard coscernivg s» 
Liberal lecture, that “At firat the fools rush in, but 
after, angels fear to tres d.“ Oonsiderable interest 
waa aroused ju this usually quiet little town ; my 
lectures were the sole topic of conversation, so that 
the debate between the doctor and myself was lookad 
to with great esgerness. The sutj«ct under discus 
sion was, IS there a God?” the doctor taking the 
afirmativ, and myself the negstiv. Each spoke twice, 
of one half hour duration. and the doctor was given 
ten minutes by way of rejoinder to my last speech. 
Truly I was disavpointed in my opponent’s attempte 
at reasoning. Evidently he is not accustomed to 
rudiments of a Freethought debate. Throughout 
the whole discussion he displayed a roving disposi- 
tion; he had no arguments, and his attemoted an- 
swers were all evasions and assumptions. Upon one 
occasion he, turning to the audience, said unto them, 
“You know there is a God, don't you? Of course 
you do," and that settled it. The greater part of 
his last address was taken up by reading a long ex 
tract from the Bible, another from Josephus, and 
then he quoted from Thomas Paine. But his closing 
remarks compelled me to rise with an objection. He 
had agreed not to introduce any new matter in bie 
last ten minutes, and it was only upon this condition 
that I gave my consent, for it gave him thres 
speeches to my two; but, notwithstanding this, he 
began a dissertation upon the idea of immortality ; 
this, together with his equivocations, compelled the 
chairman—M. H. Price—who had been elected by 
the audience, to call bim to the subject, and further 
tell him that he must confine himself to the truth. 
This justified my objections. However, on the whole, 
the doctor is a very amiable and Liberal- minded man; 
if all professing Christians were like him, then the 
task of the Freethought lecturer would be consider. 
ably lightened. He does not believe in the union of 
church and state; he believes in an equal taxation of 
church property, and indorses several other features 
of our platform. We shook hands heartily st the 
conclusion of the debate, aud begged me to exchange 


photographs with bim, wbich was done. 


Industry has had a good shaking up now, thanke 
to worthy eff rts of J. B. Wise, who, though some. 
what poor in circumstances, teke: a decided activ in- 
terest in Freethought propsrands, and is willing to 
do more than his share in effecting it. I was very 
pleased to meet such a large class of earnest Lib. 


erals in this little town, including J. B. Wise, H. D. 


oft. I cried out “Whoa” to them as hard 128 I 
sould, but i& only seemed to make them go the 
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Ingraham, Dr. Ranner, Ike Gibbs, C. Kassebaum, 
Rudolph Berger, F. Berger, M. H. Price, Joseph 
Blum, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Petersen. My efforts 
here were thoroughly satisfactory, and all were well 
pleased. I next lecture in Doniphan. I am still 
open for a few dates along my homeward journey, 
and friends desiring lectures. cto., may address me 
in eare of E. A. Stevens, 498 W. Medison street, 
Chicago. Jonn R CHARLESWORTH. 


Subscribers. 


The holidays are almost here. Are you ready for 
them? A gift that would prove acceptable to any 


Liberal friend, and at the same time keep you in 
constant remembrance during the year, would be 


a year's subscription to Tse Taurn SrrxerR. Your 
own renewal and the new subscription will cost only 


This town bas a population of about | $5 00 


— to —ä4— — 
An Editerial and an Indignant Protest. 
From the Seattla Wash , Press. Times. 

It is quite evident that the Ánaronieta are still as 
strong and but little more discrset in Obicago to-day 
than they were just preceding the Haymarket out- 
bresk several yesra ago. < 

Tae Anarchists represent the extreme repression 
of foreign countries. They come to Americs from 
lands where the slightest opposition to the recognized 
government meaus imprisonment or banishment. 
La the place of their nativity they were more than 
grateful to eke out existeno starving, cold, ground 
down, brutish. Tae liberty which former associa- 
sion Bhould render priceless is forgotten snd 
despised ; the abundance which past beggarly life 
should magnify into content and heppiness these 
disturbers of society and assassins of order trample 
under their feet and spurn from them. 

There ought to be some way in which these 
wolves could be hunted to earib. Some method 
should be devised for their summary punishment. 
Tue laws of free America shculd be so amended that 
shese profes- ional Ass r hists and midnight plotters 
against life and property would be prevented from 
setting foot on the soil of this country. They are 
more dangerous then loathsome disease, and should 
bs given no Opportunity for trevspianting their 
oricciples of destraetion from the O d Werd to the 
New. Those men who were arrested in Obicego 
vesterday evening while they were counseling the 
death of the police and encouraging eac: other to 
ieeds of the gre&'est violeucs are not ordinary 
eriminals. "Their : f-use cannot be measured by any 
statute now on the boc ks of this ccustry. Special 
iaws should be mede to fit the erimes of incomplete 
aod unexeouted intent ons of those red handed 
believera in governmental chaos. n 

MB REYNOLDS 8 PROTEST. 

To tne Erron or Tux Trova Szrrzn. Dear Sir: 
K iown to be tue friend of iaw aud order, I hav no 
ympathy with bomb-throwing Ohicago policemen or 
any other scoundrels, either in or out of ( fice. The 
wretch who resorts to dynamite and indiscriminate 
slaughter to avenge private or public wrong should 
be sscurely confined within a lunatic asylum. 

Bat freedom of speech, the right to assemble and 
to discuss the acts of any government official 
(servants of the people), from president to town 
constable, is guaranteed by our Constitution. 

Governments derive their just powera from the 
consent of the governed ; and whenever any form of 
government becomes destruetiv of liberty it is the 
right of the people to alter or abolish it. So says 
the Declaration of Independence. 

Of course the editor cf the Press-Zimes has a 
right to publish the insane ravings of an absinthe or 
opium itflsmed brain, but no lover of liberty, no 
good American citizen will help by advertisments or 
subscriptions a paper that will publish auch 
atrocious desires as are expressed in the concluding 
sentences of the foregoing editorial, Special laws 
should be made to fit the crimes of incomplete and 
unexecuted intentions of those red handed believers 
in governmental chaos" 

The czar of Russia—any despot the world has ever 
known—-never conceived greater atrocity. Think of 
it! Make a law to punish “incomplete and 
unexecuted intentions.” 

Tnis would padiock all honest lips, silence every 
tongue that dare attempt to utter protest against 
usurpation, Wrong, or tyranny, and make servil, 
abject slaveg of the American people. 

Such a declaration in the leading editorial of a 
paper published in the chief city of Washington, 
that justly boasts of having the most Liberal and 
liberty-securing constitution of any state in the 
Union, is an insult to her liberty - loving citizens. 

Yours truly, C. B. RRrxolps. 
— . — — 

Compose odes in praise of lord Superbus F'atuus, 
madrigals for his mistress; dedicate a book of 
geographe to his porter,—avd you will be well re- 
ceived. Ealighten men, and you will be crashed. 
Deseartes is obliged to quit his country; Gassendi 
i» calumniated ; Arnaud passes his days in exile.— 

Voltaire. 
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Auy number over five at the same rate, invariably 
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To Our Subscribers. 


We are in sore need of the amounts due on gub- 
scriptions and ask everyone who owes us money to 
be especially prompt in sending it. l 

This also is the time of year when a great many 
subscriptions expire, and an immediste renewal will 
be a favor to us. 

Owing probably to the elections and the labor in- 
cident to gathering and marketing the great harvests 
our friends hav neglected to forward what is due 
us, and we are consequently compelled to somewhat 
urgently remind them of their remissness. As Mr. 
Bennett used to say under these circumstances, 
Friends, let us hear from you. 

— — . — 
To the Friends and Subscribers of Freethought. 

I sincerely hope that all who hav supported Free- 
thought in the past will aid the work to which it bas 
been devoted by becoming subsoribers to Taz TaurH 
Szxzzn. Tue Trura Sxxxrn will carry on the work, 
but it needs your coöperation. It is a means by 
which I can reach you and push on the Pacific coast 
labors. Especially I ask those in arrears to pay 
what is now due to Tan Tsors Szxxze and place 
their names upon its list as cordial supporters for 
the future. SawvzL P. PurNAM. 

re 
The Season to Work. 

We giv this letter more than ordinary prominence 

because it geta forth facts which all should heed: 


** BREATHEDSVILLE, MD., Nov. 24, 1891. 

„MR. EprTOR: This season of the year offers an unusually 
favorable opportunity for Freethinkers to advance their 
cause. 

** In rural districts especially, subscribers for Freethought 
books and periodicals are now more easily obtained than at 
any other seáson, because the longer evenings and suspended 
. outdoor work leave people more time for reading. 

** Expiring subscriptions to other publications also leave 
more opportunity to now supplant them with Freethought 
literature than at other times. 

“Helping the youth to organizo debating and literary 
societies to be held of evenings in neighboring public school- 
houses is very beneficial. Among other questions, theo- 
logical ones can be discussed and ventilated.. And when the 
young once form the habit of thinking for themselvs on 
other questions they will do it on religion also. This con- 
gregation also becomes a rival to the one at church, and, to 
the extent that it increases, lessens that at prayer-meeting 
and the sermon, | : 

** Indefatigable effort judiciously directed ‘will accomplish 
a world of good. And certainly we owe something to the 
cause for the Freethought privileges we enjoy. 

“ Yours truly, D. WzssrER Grog.” 


Scatter papers and tracts, wherever you can, and 
always put in a good word for Freethought. An 
excellent method of opening the subject is to canvass 
among your acquaintances for signatures to the let. 
ters opposing Sanday closing of the World's Fair. 


Books in Fine Bindings for Holiday Gifts. 


We hav a large number of books suitable for 
holiday gifte, many of them in exiraordinarily fine 
bindings, and we call the attention of our readers to 
them, hoping that when selection of presents is 
made the list will be consulted and purchases made 
therefrom. Among them are Paine's works, com- 
plete, in cloth, $3 ; leather, red edges, $4 ; morceco, 
gilt edges, $4.50; the World's Sages, in same style 
of binding and at same prices as Paine's works; 
Ingersolí's Prose Poems, in cloth, $2.50; half mo- 
rocco, $5; turkey morocco, $7 50; tree calf, $9. 
These are magnificent volumes. Also his principal 
lectures bound in one volume for $5. Either of 
Miss Wixon’s books, The Story Hour, Apples of 
Gold, All in a Lifetime, is very suitable for a 
present, the first particularly for children. Voltaire's 
Romarces, cloth, $1.50; half oalf, $4, is a fine and 
uncommon work. D. M. Bennett's Around the 
World, in sets of four volumes, profusely illustrated, 
red cloth, $6.50, ia a splendid present to a friend 
or to young men and women. It is full of practical 
to-day information about other couutries and the 
noted things therein. The latest book which the 
Spiritualists are discussing is, Was Abraham Lincoln 
a Spiritualist? for $1.50. Helen Gardener's Men, 
Women, and Gods is a work of great value, $1, as 
is Winwood Reade's Martyrdom of Man, $1.75; 
Gibbon's History of Christianity, $2; Darwin's 
Origin of Species and Descent of Man, and others of 
bis works. A catalog containing these and hundreds 
more—Freethought, scientific, medical, social, as 
well as standard—will be sent on receipt of a request 


for same. 
— — — — 


Are There Any Such Things as Innate Ideas ? 


There is au experiment going on in a Boston insti- 
tution which, if conducted scientifically, may result 
in enlarging the groundwork of metapbysics. A 
young female child, blind, deaf, and dumb since 
fifteen months of age, is being taught so much of 
the affairs of human beings as she can understand, 
but with a desire to find out how many ideas are 
innate, or inborn, she is watched with particular 
curiosity to see if she develops faculties not aroused 
by contact with others or by sensation. 

One part of the experiment with the child is to 
ascertain whether the idea of a supreme being is 
innate. The child was smitten at an age when, her 
keepers believe, it was impossible for her to hav had 
any ideas beyond hunger and thirst. She has a mind 
of remarkable quickness and acuteness. All religious 
ideas hav been kept away from her. She has never 
had the word God" or Jesus or “Sunday” or 
“religion” or “hymn” or any other word which 
would lead to-inquiry upon religion. She knows the 
word church,“ and she has been to church, and 
likes it, because of the sensation of people at rest 
which penetrates her, probably. But she does not 
know what a church is for, or why people go there. 
She simply has the word church. It is now proposed 
that this ignorance shall continue, says the writer of 
the girls history. No more about God, religion, or 
hereafter will ever appear in her reading or in any 
conversation with her. Ina few years the world will 
begin to arrange itself to her and she will get many 
abstract ideas. She will begin to reason about 
things, to ask questions. Then it will come out 
whether a human being with no aid from other 
human beings, with no suggestions from the sound 
of thunder, the flesh of lightning, with no view of 
trees and seas and mountains and skies, can yet rise 
to the thought of God. Most Theists hav held that 
such a human being could, because God has im- 
planted a knowledge of himself in every human 
heart, a knowledge innate and intuitiv. If the child 
does some day ask after the great cause or address 
him under one of his attributes, it will be a striking 
argument for the theory of innate ideas. According 
to some Ohristian creeds this keeping of the child in 
ignorance of God and the tidings of heaven and hell 
would imperil the salvation of its soul. But perhaps 
Mr. Anagnos thinks there is enough difference of 
opinion on this point to justify his experiment.” 

The Sun, which prints the story, has endeavored 
to anticipate the result by obtaining the opinions of 
theologians and anti-theologians as to whether there 
will develop within her an instinct which will teach 
her that there is a supreme being who rules over 
nature; and if there does, or if there does not, 
whether the result of the experiment will prove any- 


thing; and whether her friends are doing right in 
keeping from her the opportunity to form any re- 
ligious opinion by external inflaence. 

The answer to these questions obtained by & Sun 
reporter varied with the theological beliefs of the 
persors interviewed, though the theologians were by 
no means as certain as theologians once were that in- 
nate ideas, especially the idea of a God, are a reality. 
The first man interviewed was the Rev. Mr. Park- 
hurst, a Presbyterian, who said: 

“If this girl does: not develop a religious instinct or giv 
some evidence that she possesses an innate conviction of the 
existence of a supreme being, it will not prove that there is. 
no supreme being. It will, at the most, prove that the 
religious impulse is not inborn. A man, for instance, may 
hav an impulse, intellectual or artistic, and yet it may never 
assert itself without proper exterior incitement. 
be an artist, and yet your surroundings may be such that, 
although you hav artistic instincts and impulses, they may 
never develop. They are dependent upon outside excita- 
tion. I assert this without qualification. The direction of & 


_man’s life, the current of bis thoughts, depend upon the in- 


fluences which are brought to bear upon him. Take our 
ancestors who lived in the woods. They had the same im- 
pulses, possibilities, and instincts as you and I hav, yet they 
never exerted them because nothing was ever presented to 
them that tended to excite them. 

„J think the outcome of this experiment will be to show 
that religious light depends upon some kind of exterior 
excitation, and my opinion is that this girl will never 
manifest any religious disposition unless something exterior 
is brought to bear upon her.“ 


Mr. Parkhurst, it will be seen, has gotten away 
from the doctrin of innate ideas. Col. Robert G. 
Ingersoll when asked for his views on the matter, 
expressed them very carefully and deliberately : 


“I do not see,” he said, how a child born deaf and 
dumb and blind could obtain many ideas on any subject. 
If, however, it should turn out that such a child had any 
idea of any supreme being, this certainly would throw no 
light on the naturalness of such a conception, by persons 
who can talk and bear and see. Supposing it had a concep 
tion, all it possibly could establish would be that persons 
born deaf and dumb and blind might hav an idea of a su- 
preme being. But whatever the conception of this person 
real or supposed, is or may be, I do not see that it sheds the 
slightest light on the question as to whether there is or is 
not what is called a first cause. I remember once a man 
was shot in the stomach, and when the wound was healing 
physicians made experiments to fiad out how long it took 
food to digest. I said to a physician at the time: ‘How 
can I tell from the result of these experiments how long it 
takes my stomach to digest food? I could only guess at 
how long it might take if I had a hole in my stomach.’ 

* My opinion is that the questions of origin and destiny 
are beyond the human miad; that no mind is great enough 
to know whether there is or is not an infinit being. Conse- 
quently, there is no mind that can tell whether any fact 
tends to prove or disprove the existence of an infinit being. 
That is to say, if a man cannot comprehend a fact, he cannot 
tell whether any other fact tends to prove or disprove the 
fact that he cannot comprehend. 

« The fact that a thing, an impulse, and instinct is natural 
does not prove anything. There was a time when almost all 
nations worshiped serpents and various wild beasts. There 
was a time when almost all people were cannibals. I pre- 
sume naturally so. This proves nothing with regard to 
cannibalism being right or wrong. Cannibalism now is held 
to be wrong because many people object to being eaten, and 
they do not care how natural it is if they are afraid to or 
want to eat. 

„Phe probability is that such a child as you describe 
would be more apt to be orthodox in its belief than one 
having the full complement of senses. It may be that a 
child that can neither hear nor talk nor see would be very 
ready to adopt the orthodox creed. To men of the lowest 
degree of education an impulse which leads them to trust in 
a superior being is most natural. They-see and hear things 
and are afraid, and their ignorance leads them to try and 
get solid with the fellow who's making thunder and light- 
ning. But as they advance and reach a higher plane of 
knowledge they begin to think, and want to hav things ex- 
plained to them and then the instinct ceases.” 

When asked what he thought about the chances 
of salvation for the girl if she should die, he 
answered: Oh, that’s too silly for anything." 

But Dr. Hastings, president of the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, still clings to the innateness of re- 
ligious ideas, if of nothing else. He said: 

** There is, beyond doubt, a kinship between the created 
soul and its creator, a union, a bond of divine sympathy, 
which will at some time and in some way assert itself. This 
relationship, the assertion of the kinship, may be manifested 
in any one or in many of à vast number of different ways, 
some of which we may comprehend, and some we may not, 
but the uaion exists under all circumstances, and in this way 
every human being has a knowledge of God. We Presby- 
terians al] firmly believe this. We believe that every 
human being has & knowledge of God. The heathen 
hav such a knowledge of God, an innate knowledge of the 
true character of the supreme being, which is often shown 
by their reaching out and above their idolatry, and by this 
light they may achieve their salvation. This much is 


You may ` 
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acknowledged and held by even the most rigidly orthodox 
among representativ Presbyterian clergymen. The child 
may not be able to express this knowledge in a way that 
we can comprehend, but that may be our ignorance and 
not the child's. It would -be exceedingly hard to set up a 
standard by which to determin whether such knowledge 
existed or not. But such an experiment would not affect the 
child’s future salvation. The child would be safe. You 
know my position on this subject of infant damnation. 
And indeed we all hold that idiots, insane people, and all such 
afflicted persons, are saved by God through Christ. If the 
child has no means of knowing God, and coming to him 
through the revelation of the scriptures, it will, of course, 
be saved. This is true of the heathen, who come to God 
through what light they possess.” 


Robert Oollyer agreed substantially with Professor 
Hastings. “ There never was a time," he said, “ when 
a human being had no innate ideas. Tae germ of 
the idea of God is there; it exists in one form or 
another, and some day it will fiud expression. But 
how will these experimenters recognize the expres- 
sion of the idea when it comes? It will depend 
altogether on their ideas of what the attributes 
of God are, and conceptions of this natura vary very 
widely different indeed. I cannot see that any good 
ean come of such an experiment. Nothing of value 
that will be accepted generally can be brought out.” 

Dr. McChesney, Methodist, said: The experi 
-ment can lead only to very doubtful conclusions. I 
believe every human being has innate ideas of God. 
Every human being at some time discerns between 
right and wrong, shows the possession of a moral 
sense, and is not this an attribute of the supreme 
being? How will they draw the line and determin 
; what is an indication of intuitiv knowledge of God!“ 
^ Mr. Eagene M. Macdonald, the Editor of Tn 
Tnorg Sxxknn, said to the reporter: ` 


No man can tell where the idea of a deity comes from. 
It would be the most natural thing-in the world for this girl 
to wonder who made her, and who made the water which 
8he drank and the air which she breathed, and the probabil- 
ity is that she would come to the conclusion that there is a 
big man somewhere who can do more than her father or 
‘her mother. She would reason within herself that a big 
man controls everything that sne cannot gee, and might even 
picture to her mind’s eye how he looked, and then she would 
be just as well off as other folks. 

„ keep my own boy without religion, and do not allow 
anyone to tell him about God or Sunday-school yarns. I 
think it is & good thing to keep children without that 
knowledge. Bad habits of thinking as well as living are too 
easily acquired. Not belleving that the girl has & soul, I 
hav no opinion as to what will become of it.” 


A Oatholic clergyman connected with Mgr. 
Farley's church said: 


‘ The parents and friends of this girl are wrong. They 
are endangering her chances of salvation. What is the 

value of the experiment when compared with the child's 
soul ? 

“I do not doubt that she will hav some ideas—imperfect 
ones, of course—about a superior being, but they will prove 
absolutely nothing. The origin of ideas is from sensible 
things passing through a method of abstraction and becom- 
ing intellectual things. How, then, can a blind and deaf 
girl conceive definit ideas about anything? ; 

* As to the girl's salvation, that would depend upon her 
sins. Although she may not hav conceived sins in so many 
thoughts, yet she may hav had thoughts which, even to her 
own instinctiv notions, are wrong. If she were to die 
without a sin on her soul except, of course, the original sin 
of our first parents, the case reduces itself to one like that of 
infants dying without baptism. It is certain she could not 
go to heaven. There is dispute, however, as to where she 
will go. Will she go to hell or is there a place specially 
for those who hav committed no sin of their own? Her 
parents are sinning, and the value of the experiment is not 
sufficient to make up for the greatness of the sin. ‘What 
shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul? "These words are peculiarly applicable to 
this case. 

“ Ag to the experiment itself, I do not believe that God 
will create in her mind any other knowledge than that 
derived from sensible things by the method of abstraction to 
which I hav referred. That is the order of nature.” 


This “experiment” is more sensational than 
valuable, for it is by no means certain that the child 
will not be given hints in the direction desired by 
her teachers that her mind should take. The sense 
. of touch alone will partially educate her. But the 

matter ha: served to bring out the fact that, with 
the exception of the Oatholic clergyman, the doctrin 
of the damnation of all who know not God is an 
abandoned theory. 

— — . —ñää. 


A Christmas or New Year’s Present. 


The Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book in cloth 
binding ($2.50) is one of the best Obristmas or New 


Years presents a Liberal can make to a friend. 


Christmas is a pagan festival and New Year's is only 
a mark of time, but the Text-Book is a thing of 
beauty and a joy forever, and will help to rationalize 
the festival and make your friend forget the flight of 
years. 
— —— — 
Mr. Peters's Idea of the Sunday Question. 


The Rav. Madison Peters was asked to attend a 
sacred concert in Oarnegie Hall the other Sunday 
night, with the offer of as many seats as he wanted 
for his friends. The invitation was & general one to 
ministers of note, as the management desired to 
remove the impression that concerts on Sanday 
evening are devices of the devil. But their mission- 
ary spirit could not prevail with such heathen as 
Dr. Peters. Hə waxed indignant, and made the 
invitation a text for a sermon. “I would like to 
know,” he asked, what these Sabbath desecrators 
and God-insulters take us for? Iam not an advo- 
oste of a Puritan Sabbath, but I would rather hav s 
Puritan Sabbath than a Europeanized Sabbath. The 
music msy be the finest, but it is the entering wedge 
to the secularization of our Sabbath, which will 
by and by mske our holy day merely a holiday. 
The Sunday newspaper depletes our morning con- 
gregations, the open museums and the parks take 
the afternoon, and now the concerts propose to take 
the evening, and the world will hav the whole day. 
It seems to me that if the people hav six nights of 
the week for amusement that they should be willing 
to giv to God one night. If Andrew Uarnegie 
means to use that magnificent building to run oppo- 
sition to God and desecrate his Sabbath, then I say 
cursed be the day the hall was opened. This secu- 
larization of the Sabbath is a plain violation of the 
statutes of our state, and he who attempts to over- 
ride the laws of the state insults every American 
citizen. It is time to call a halt. Are you cowardly 
enough to sit in sackcloth and ashes before the 
enemies of God, while they impudently strike at our 
most cherished institutions? In countries where the 


Sabbath is made a holiday, like France, Italy, and 


Bavaria, society is grossly immoral. In Sabbath- 


| Observing England, Scotland, and America society 


is found in its highest moral tone. History's lesson 
is that morality and Sabbath-keeping walk hand in 
hand in inseparable affinity. Society is degraded as 
Ohristianity is corrupted ; and Ohristianity is vitiated 
as the Sabbath is perverted. The Sabbath question 
is a question of life and death in regard to Obristi- 
anity. The enemies of religion could not destroy 
the gospel with the sword and the fagot. Argu- 
ment, ridicule, and sophistry were allin vain. The 
last weapon the enemy seeks to employ to destroy 
Christianity is to corrupt the Sabbath and make it 
a day of festivity. 
no hope of destroying Christianity so long as the 
Sabbath is kept as a sacred day.’ I call upon all 
Ohristien citizens and patriots to stand irresistibly 
against this invasion of God’s Sabbath. Will you 
not defend it as long as there is strength in your 
arm or blood in your heart!“ 

The Rev. Mr. Peters may not be discreet, but he 
is forceful, and though he states many things which 
are not so, he also tells the truth as to the church's 
position on this Sunday question. The day is of the 
utmost importance to the preachers ; it is bread and 
butter to them, and it is no wonder they abuse those 
who would lessen their trade by attracting custom- 
ers in other directions. 

But, in his wrath, Mr. Peters has made some 
assertions which if is incumbent upon us, in the 
interest of truth, and that people may not be deceived 
by words spoken in angry haste, to correct. Firstly, 
Sunday is not the Sabbath, but the day of the sun. 
The Sabbath was a Jewish institution. The two 
Should not be confounded. Secondly, God is not 
running the churches, and therefore Mr. Carnegie 
cannot be in opposition to him with his concerts. 
Thirdly, state statutes are nothing unless the people 
desire their enforcement. Fourthly, It is the Obris- 
tians in Spain, Italy, France, and Bavaria who are 
immoral, as well as in England, Scotland, and 
America ; and it is a fact that Scotland, the most 
pious of all, is the most immoral, producing more 
illegitimate children and consuming more whieky in 
proportion to population than any other country. 

With these exceptions Mr. Peters’s statements are 
about correct, especially that the Sabbath question 
is a question of the life or death of Christianity. 


Voltaire truly says: ‘There is 


Send Stamp for printed Letters to Con- 


sressmen on the Sunday opening of the 
World's Fa‘r, 
‘dress them to your Congre:sman, sign your 


When you receive them, ad- 


name, a d send them t» him at Washington, 
D.C. And if you can afford to, pu: in some- 
thing for the Literature Fund, which enables 
us to print these letters. 


— M 
Editorial Notes. 


= We wish the Liberal lecturers would all follow Mr. 
Charlesworth’s good example and get their audiences to 
vote against closing the World's Fair on Sundays, aud hav 
such resolutions sent to the local directory of the Fair and 
to the state commissioners. Such action would offset the 
votes of churches on the other side. 


Orro RorsoH, of Carthage, Mo., writes of a queer claim 
made by the Christians of his place, to wit, That there is 
no such thing as a parable to be found outside of the Bible.” 
Inasmuch as any allegorical relation or represeatation of 
something real in life or nature from which a moral is drawn 
for instruction is a parable, the Carthage Christians hav 
revealed their limited information rather than established a 
unique feature for the Bible. Every parent who tells the 
child in his lap a littie story beginning, There was once a 
man,” and winding up with, So you see little boys must 
be good,” teaches in parables, and quite as usefully as did 
Jerus. Christna, Apollonius of Tyana, and other religious 
teachers, used parables quite as freely as the Christian ex- 
horter of Judea. 


Is concluding his articles on Italy and the pope in the 
North American Review, Ex-Prime-Minister Crispi says: 
„The pope does not consider himself free when he is not 
master, and he givs it to be believed that the state is oppress- 
ing him when it does not obey him. The Catholic priest is 
never satisfied with what is given him; every concession is 
always beneath what he desires, and his exactions grow in 
exact proportion to the benefits he obtains. . The 
confessional and the pulpit disturb the masses, trouble the 
consciences of the people, and breed disorder in moments of 
war.” These are words the voters of this country should 
learn by heart. Let them profit by the experience of Italy, 
and never let the priests get control of our government. 
They are ruining the public schools, as it is, and ought never 
to hav the first concession made to them. 

— — 

Rev. Minot J. Savaar recently lectured in Kansas City 
on “Immortality,” bolding that Spiritualism furnished the 
only proof we had of continued existence. This set the 
clergy of that city all agog, and Rev. J. E. Roberts, of All 
Souls’ church, undertook the task, in next Suaday’s sermon, 
of castigating Rev. Mr. Savage and repairing the damage he 
had done to the creed. But he only succeeded in making a 
bad matter worse. For instance, he declared ‘‘ that neither 
immortality or the existence of God was susceptible of 
proof. That they were both assumptions. That the true 
Christian never entertains doubt, never asks a question, 
and never descends or condescends to evidence.” We 
heartily commend the reverend gentleman for his frankness, 
An open confession is good for the soul. His admission 
that the Christian religion is built upon a foundation of 
assumption only is the first truthful utterance we hav heard 
from the pulpit in a coon’s age. 


Harrison Gray Fiskk, editor of the Dramatic Mirror, 
says: Colonel Ingersoll Is a constant sufferer from the 
frauds of piratical publishers. Garbled and incomplete 
newspaper reports of the great orator's lectures hav flooded 
the market for years past, and Colonel Ingersoll has not only 
been robbed thereby of profits on the sales of his works, 
but he has had to father inaccurate and misleading repro- 
ductions of his most famous discourses. Mr. Clinton 
Farrell, who is Colonel Ingersoll’s brother-in-law and pub. 
lisher, tells me that efforts to restrain these rascally publish- 
ers are practically useless. Like the play- pirates, they are 
irresponsible, pecuniarily, while they are too numerous to 
follow up with prosecution in every case. A few years ago 
Mr. Farrell sued one of the thieves in Chicago. He gota 
judgment, it is true, but that was all he did get. The 
litigation cost thousands of dollars, and while it was pro- 
gressing a dozen fresh offenders came to the fore. Mr. 
Farrell agrees with me that the only way to scotch literary 
and dramatic piracy is to make it a misdemeanor by legisla- 
tiv enactment, with a penalty of fine and imprisonment for 
infraction of the law. In this connection I wish to say to 
Mirror readers that the only complete editions of Colonel 
Ingersoll’s works are published by Mr. Farrell; that they 
hav been revised and extended by the author himself, and 
that they are almost entirely dissimilar to the cheap and 
fraudulent editions gotten out by the pirates." TRE TRUTH 
SEEKER was a pirate once, but it long ago repented and 
now selis only the editions published by Mr. Farrell, with 
the exception of a few pamphlets which Colonel Ingersoll 
authorized us to publish. 

— .. —k—— 


Subseribers. 
The holidays are almost here. Are you ready for 
them? A gift that would prove scceptable to any 
Liberal friend, and at the same time keep you in 


constant remembrance during the year, would be 
a year's subscription to Taz Terors Szexer. Your 


own renewal and the new subscription will cost only 
$5.00. 
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Leiters from friends. 


Calls It a Ritual for Nature’s Worship. 


GLADDENS, Pa., Oct. 19, 1891. 
Mn. Eprrok: Tux TRUTH SRRKRR accidentally fell into 
‘my hands from a subscriber in Kansas, and ten minutes’ 
perusal satisfied me. It was just what I had been wanting 
for twenty years to help me worship Nature's god in the 
backwoods. How small and insignificant to me is all the 
hollow mummery of the Christian’s worship of the *' Eternal 
Tyrant" in the clouds! May Heston's artful hand never 

grow weary nor your vigor abate in the cause. 
Very truly yours, M. L. TAUBER. 


More Such Willing Workers Would Get Us Our Rights. 
Fort Brace, Car , Oct. 23, 1891. 
MR. Eprrog: I am receiving THe TRUTH BSEEKER as 
changed from Freethought, and as I shall be quite lonesome 
without the paper you had better send it to me. Please 
send me some of the specimen sheets of the Freethinkers 
Pictorial Text-Book " mentioned in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and 
I will try to distribute them. If I can induce any of my 
friends to purchase the book I shall certainly do so. In- 
closed please find money for renewal and for one new sub- 
scriber. Jas. ManTIS. 


Christians -Mercilessly Cross Examiued, 

Portvitixz, N. Y., Oct. 20, 1891. 
MR. Eorrog: I cannot go without the paper. I see some 
Bible questions in TR TrotH SREK RR. 80 I would like to 
ask some of our so-called Christian“ enemies two or three. 
Where’ was Christ born? Matthew says, in a house (see 
Matt. ii, 11); Luke says, in a stable (see Luke ii, 16). Now, 
was he born twice, or did God inspire one of those gentle- 
men to tell a lie? If so, which? And did Judas Iscariot 
die twice ? Matthew says he hanged himself (see Matt. xxvii, 
5); Peter says he burst asunder and his bowels gushed out 
(see Acts i, 16>. Will our devout friends tell us which is 

true? And if they do we will ask some more. 
Yours for truth, Jonn R. Coats. 


To Owe Is Christian, To Pay Is Liberal, 
Huron, O., Oct. 20. x M. 291. 
Mx. Enırorg: To owe is human, to pay up is divine. So 
will remit $2 toward the G. O. P. (Grand Old Paper). 

In regard to your editorial I will say, Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant; as thou hast been loyal to a few 
things, thou shalt be made proprietor over many. 

Iam trying to boom Tug TRUTH SEEKER. I do not forget 
to drive & nail whenever I get a chance. 

Tell Mr. Heston we don't want any of his monkeying, we 
want straight goods all the way through. An old friend of 
ours wishes to know what the monkey in Tus TRUTA SEER 
js for. Tell him that it is his great-great.great- grandfather. 
Here is fifty cents for the Picture Fund. 

My motto is, Do what is right myself and persuade others 

o do the same. For Universal Mental Liberty, 
Tuomas GopparD. 


Literally “ Sows the Seed by the Wayside,» 
Frat CRREk, La., Oct. 17, z M. 291. 

Mn. Eprrog: The faith guards (sentinels on the watch. 
tower of Zion) hav forestalled the minds of the people here 
against me and Taz TRUTH SEEKER so that they will not 
receive from me and read that paper or any other Liberal 
literature. When I go to town or away from home with my 
team I carry some TRUTH SEEEKRBS and lay one by the side 
of each public road that I come to, pictures up, so that no 
two will fall into the same hands. This is sowing seed at 
random, but perhaps some of them will catch, germinate, 
and bear fruit. Iam getting too old to make a living by 
following the plow. I hav no boys to help me and can get 
no labor here. I will hav to change my occupation. I 
would like to devote the balance of my life to the cause of 
Liberalism if I could obtain the means of subsistence by it. 
Perhaps I will take the lecture field. 

Yours fraternally, 


P. F. Saumaxer. 


Detestable Oppression of Our Despots. 
Sr. Erwo, Tens., Nov. 4, 1891. 

Mr. Enıror: Atlanta, Ga., is holding an Exposition of the 
Advancement of the New South, said to be an excellent 
showing of the industrial progress of the section. Last 
Sunday there was a cheap railroad excursion from Chatta- 
nooga to Atlanta, $1 for the round trip. There were one 
thousand six hundred and fifty tickets sold. They were 
sold to laboring men for themselvs and families to go on 
Sunday—the only day they could go—to see the great Ex. 
position. Arrived at Atlanta, behold the gates were closed. 
A madder lot of men, a more disappointed lot of women, it 
would be hard to scare up. Their curses were loud and 
deep. After all their effort they saw nothing, learned noth. 
ing, they had expected to see and learn. The pampered 
paupers, the preachers, did not gather in the coins they 
expected to. A positiv damage was done to the moral sense 
of a host of honest, industrious people, and the pulpit- 
pounding idiots got no harvest. If the Exposition had been 
open lessons of wisdom had been learned, no harm would 
hav resulted, and the praise of Atlanta would hav been on 
every tongue. 

Let the Chicago show make a note of it. 

L. L. Goopwin. 


Open Letter to a Humbug. 
Pamapetpais, Nov. 12, 1891. 
ANTHONY Comstoox, Sir: I notice as the time for the 
annual meeting of the society from which you draw your 


bread and butter draws near, that according to annual 
custom you hay selected your victims, and, as appears 


from your visit to our city last evening, are now preparing | 


them for the sacrifice. For what? Is it, as you would hav 
people believe, from your superior love of virtue and 


morality, or is it not rather to show your zeal and activity to: 


earn your salary as the activ head of the society which you 
represent? My abject in writing is to suggest that by a 
little exercise of those peculiar smelling faculties which you 
possess it might be possible for you to ferret out in our 
bookstores, as well as upon most news-stands, many books 
which you in your learned wisdom hav decided to be 
hurtful to public morality. It is a fact that Droll Stories,” 
** Heptameron,” ** Decameron,” Reynolds’s works, Smollett, 
some of Paul de Kock’s, and many other similar books are 
displayed in such a manner on our main streets that he 
that runs may see.” Should you fail to act on my suggestion, 
shall I attribute it to your Christlike humility and love of: 
your fellow. man? Joan A. WILSON. 


A Kiud of Bomb Thrower That We Approve. 
Orve Branog, Miss., Sun’s Day, Nov. 1, k m. 291. 

Mz. Evitor: If I may run in for a short chat, I will not 
be very noisy, but may be a little impudent, for I want to 
make a suggestion—just a wee bit of an idea that I would: 
see executed. Learning that the Bible pictures will soon 
come out in book form I want to ask that the volume con- 
tain a neat and convenient blank for family records. And 
my word for it, it will be duly appreciated by all good Lib- 
erals. Mr. Heston’s artistic genius would come in well in 
this place, and I am sure we may look to him for an ingen. 
ious and fitting design. We skeptics would rather record 
the births and marriages of our families in this book than in 
the Holy Fish Tales. I hav a neat, new copy of the Free- 
thinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book” in boards which I wish to 
exchange for any Liberal works worth the same amount 
($2) and in good condition. I also want to get a letter from 
every good Southern Liberal who can inform me about the 
Southern lecture field. When I get a moment’s time I hav 
something to tell you. I hav been throwing more bombs ín 
the orthodox camp and am having heaps of fuss and fun 
with the sanctimonious and superstitious. 

Our Burr has a good kernel about him. Does he not 
Strike of late? „GRAN. * 

Box 92, Olive Branch, Miss. 
Some Deep Philosophy | by a Spiritualist. 
BSavqvorr, N. Y., Nov. 10, 1891. 

Mr. Eprron : I often think of you, but never expect to see 
youin this life. Bat it is quite possible to meet you on a. 
higher plane of life's unfoldment. Life lies back of all 
-| organism ; it flows on beyond any conceivable history of 
organisms; it is an eternal function of the universe. 

John Brown’s body lies moldering in the grave, 
But his gou! goes marching on. 

That song is the battle-cry of humanity, evolved out of a 
hundred centuries of selfishness. It is the voice of humanity 
triumphing not only over its dead self, but over death itself. 
It typifies more than this that the soul of man is not only a 


product of evolution but is itself, above all things, obedient. 


to and dependent on eternally marching on. We must never 
lose sight of the point that the real problem is whether man 
can go on with nature without limit; whether the evolution 
of life can be perpetually carried forward by and in him. 
For the moment he is perfect and there is no more advance 
tobe made byhim. There must be an evolution of a higher 
being or manifestation of life. This we know by the 
determined movement upward until man is reached. One 
form after another was flung aside, one creature after an- 
other, until the human creature. We must keep man on the 
track of evolution, or giv him up. Man ig; as far as we can 
see, a finality in organism. Thenceforward evolution is the 
exaltation of ethical states. J. P. Smita.. 


Liberal Love Feast at Auburn, 
AUBURN, Ia., Nov. 10, 1891. 

Mz. Epnrrog: We hav just had an awakening in the shape 
of three lectures by J. E. Remsburg, the“ Ingersoll of the 
South." Quite & goodly number of ladies were present, 
among them some of Auburn's best. The place is consider. 
ably shaken up, as it was something entirely new to most of 
hose present; so of course there is great divergence of 
opinion as to the subject-matter under discussion. The 
general expression is that the lectures were grand, scholarly, 
full of thought; and more, that it was an honest man that 
uttered his honest sentiments. By saying that there were 
several times each evening when one could heara pin drop 
anywhere in the hall it demonstrates how intensely interested 
they were, and the hour seemed all too short. I do not 
doubt that many present did not know, could not hav told, 
what Infidels had done for the world until his splendid 
delivery of False Claims” gave these facts gleaned from 
modern as well as ancient history. Bible Morals,” which 
exposes the crimes sanctioned by the Bible, is too well 
known to need especial mention here. The Sunday 
Question” ought to rouse up every lover of liberty to do 
his duty whenever and wherever it is made apparent, 
especially in the coming warfare as to whether the World’s 
Fair shall be open Sundays to the laboring classes in particu- 
lar of the United States. This reminds me of Brother 
Sidney J. Rosenthal’s letter of September 22d, in regard to 
having a Liberal hall before we invite the Liberals of 
foreign nations to the Fair of 1893, and I will say that E. 
M. Carr will giv $10 to so good a project. We hav d. N. 
Pratt’s word that he will givas much. J. L. Tompkins, of 
Lake City, has also signified his willingness to help in such 
an undertaking. Brother and sister Liberals, all that feel 
able, giv us an expression of your willingness. | 

Yours for truth and justice, Mes. E M. Carr. 


| Infidels. 


A Pleasaut, Forgiving Friend, si 

BurrzR, Pa., Nov. 18, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrok: It is over a year since I called to see you in 
your office in New York one pleasant day, and I shall hav a 
pleasant memory of your little nucleus of truth ag loug as 
Iliv. I hope you will continue to spreád the sunlight of 


truth and dispel the darkness of the past. I hav just read 
the proceedings of the last Congress, and am sorry there 
was not more peace and uniformity in the meeting. But the 
meeting was really a free pitch.in. There was nothing. too 
holy for investigation, and the result may be good after all. 
Keep the banner of liberty afloat; and the pictures should 
be posted at every cross-roads. - 

We hav a society here called the Twentieth Century Club. 
We hava series of lectures, some Spiritual, some Liberal, 
and some: Materialist,and we are living in-hope.of a brighter 
day. Our Spiritualists are among the best people in town, 
and how sorry I feel sometimes that these people..are 
troubled with those visions of materialized spirits, and the 
trouble with me is to tell whether they are pretended or real, 


One thing good about them—they pretend to nothing super. 


natural, but attempt to account for everything by-natural 
phenomena, or power imperfectly understood. But mind is 
growing everywhere, and here and there we see a shackle 
fall, and sooner or later all nature will be free. Many! par- 
ents that belong to the church hav too much respect for truth 
to tell the Virgin ghost-story to their children, but the filthy 
work is'done by the paid hirelings who make shrines for 
Diana for a livelihood. . SIMEON Nizo.: 


1 


A Tale of Torture - Compelled to Learn Soriptire: by 
Heart, 


: Oovazro, Car., Nov. 15, 1891. 
Mr. EDITOR: As long as I liv I hope to be a subscriber to 
the grandest. paper I ever saw. I can hardly propose any 
improvement to the course you pursue, unlegs it be. more 
pictures of Bible absurdities. . 

Reared as I was by a kind and pious mother, I was a 
strict attendant, of church and Sunday-school in my young 
days. I was compelled to learn large portions of the New 
Testament by heart. Now, I suppose, because God failed to 
place the proper amount of credulity in my natural 
composition to believe all the unreasonable absurdities 
imaginable by an ignorant, superstitious mind, I am 
everlastingly lost and doomed to share the fate of my brather 
But all the Christian threat of hell has no terror 
for me, and I glory in the name of Infidelity! Down with 
superstition and up with the flag of reason and liberty! 
Christians and preachers avoid me in discussion, and I am 
surprised to sea 80 many finally admit that the holy word is 
not all inspired. When cornered they flop and squirm like 
a fish out of water. 

Iam sorry to see so many lukewarm Liberals in this little 
community, who dare come but halfway. They will listen 
to Christian argument, though they do not believe in a word, 
They are too cowardly to say so, and silence is taken for 
consent. One grand feature of your paper Is (Letters from 
Friends." Iam always glad to hear from my many friende, 
and hope to hear from them often through our grand old 
medium, Tus TRUTH SEEKER. 

Iam happy to note the addition of 8. P. Putnam to your 
staff, as I consider him the Ingersoll of the Pacific coast and 
a valuable addition to your force. When are we to hav 
Heston’s Pictorial Bible ? 


Yours for universal liberty and truth, Iga C. Hoxie. 


Teach Religion in Our Public Schools.” 
. RoomgsTER Mins., Nov. 16; 1891. 

Mn. EpnrroR : Why not mike free ideas as ‘ catching ” as 
measles, mumps, or the very-old-Lord (varioloid)? It is 
true these elements are in the very atmosphere, and all-hail 
the day when we can in reality become just, free, loving, 
and progressiv. We hav hada loag reign of Goda, Lords, 
demons, and devils; now please let's hava good agitating 
thunder-shower of Freethought raindrops and wash away 
forever old fossilized teachings. 

Rev. Mr. Mills, sent out by the American Sabbath Union 
from Washington, D, C., has visited this city. A few of his 
comments are as follows: The three main opposing 
elements against our Sabbath Union work are the saloon 
men, the non-religious people, and the American Secular 
Union. It is the right of the government to protect her 
subjects in their right to attend divine services with their 
families on the Sabbath, and there are thousands of wage. 
workers on duty while their masters areat church. Itisthe 
duty of the church, as it is also of parents, to indoctrinate 
their children, and make them honorable members.: Teach 
religion in our public schools, as the 8chools and the Sab. 
bath will fall together. If our children are not taught to 
obey these teachings they will go to hell with the rest of.the 
heretics. We now hav no national law upon the observance 
of the Sabbath. We do notintend to perpetuate the con. 
tinental Sunday. We must act as a combined force and 
compel all work to cease on the holy Sabbath, and to that 
end are we working and we want you to raise $25 to help 
us.“ The amount was subscribed. The Presbyterian min. 
ister arose and said: I protest against the opening of the 
World's Fair on the Sabbath; and if it is opened, I hope 
our Minnesota exhibit will be entirely covered up. Oh, the 
sin of it!” Now, this is food for those self-confident Liberals 
who are sure there can be no cause for alarm about getting 
God in the Constitution. 

The Bible is read and prayers are delivered to God here 
in our schools. In some of the country schools the Catholic 
teachers hav the children learn the catechism. We evidently 
need another C. B. Reynolds to carry such cases to the 
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courts and secure a purely secular education to all 


students. 
Let no sects be taught in our public schools. 
We need thinkers, not educated fools— 
Men who will not be political tools, 
And women who can do right without rules. 


FLORA M. Fox. 


Obituary—of the Gods. 
Savannag, Ga., Nov. 9, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrok: I hav been a constant reader of Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER ever since it has been sold in this city, and I find it 
one of the best Liberal and reform papers published in the 
country. ; . 

If you hav space in your columns please publish a few 
remarks made in the interest of liberty and for love of men 
tal, moral, and social freedom. . f 

To those who hav given any thought to the study of the 
evolution of human knowledge, and applied to it their own 
reasoning powers, if they happened to hav any, instead of 

' adhering to the self constituted authority of the prevailing 
but outgrown religions of the day, nothing can be more 
plain than the fact that man has made his own gods; for, 
although all nature seems to speak to us of fixed laws and 
unknown powers governing the whole known universe, the 
moment we endeavor to fix their source and to invest these 
natural laws and powers with a personality and an individ- 
uality and to say to others in the loud and violent voice of 
dogmatism, ‘‘ This he is and this he is not,” then does this 
Great First Cause, or whatever else we may call it, begin to 
be circumscribed by all of our ideas concerning things 
which we really Xnow nothing about. 

And, furthermore, as all of the social creeds and customs 
of all countries are supposed to hav originated, if not by 
the authority, at least by the sanction, of this divine indi- 
vidual ruler and superintendent of the affairs of men, it has 
followed that the would-be monopolizers of the moral and 
intellectual forces of humanity, the church and state, hav 
always used the idea and image of their offended God as a 
bugaboo to frighten our race back into the condition of the 
ages of ignorance and faith, and to bind us to the Procrus- 
tean bed of belief jn the sacredness of customs and eonven- 
tionalities which our present and more complex civilization 
has long ago outgrown. l 

I giv in the following verses some further thoughts con- 
cerning the beforementioned attempts of man to make for 
himself gods in his own image, creating them male and 
female and breathing into their anthropopathically imagined 
minds and bodies humanity’s own unhappy passions and 
prejudices; the tales of their loves and lives always con- 
forming to all that is worst and best in the life of the time 
in which they are told; until, as our ideas and ideals be- 
come more refined, there is born in the world of mind 
what Infidel Bob" calls “the noblest work of man, an 
hogest God.“ 

THE FATE OF THE GODS. 
The dear, dead gods of the olden days; 
Why hav they gone from the world away? 
I would sing a song of worship &nd praise 
To the gods conceived in our world's young day. 


'Phey were lovely and loving and tender and sweet 
And dear to the heart of nature's child; 

The footfalls of their fairy feet 
Were heard in those old woodlands wild, 


Their forms of beauty with glorious grace 
Shone fair in all those ancient ways, 

But now they are gone; not one of their race 
Is left to be loved these modern days. 


Strange new gods are in heaven to-day ; 
The world no longer remembers the old ; 
They hav all been cruelly driven away 
And their lives as fanciful fables are told. 


Beautiful and youthfully fair were they, 
Those wonderful, worshipful gods of old, 
But one by one, in a year or a day, 
*For one dead gibbeted god they've been sold. 


Humanity has coldly and cruelly killed them; 

Their graves are hidden in the marsh of the mind ; 
They did all that their worshipers willed them, 

Yet none that will worship them now can we find. 


Strange are the ways of the children of earth ; 
They adore to-day and forget to-morrow ; 

The beings to whom their brains gave birth 
In an after time they regard with horror. 


But soon will all the gods be gone; 
In the light of new truths they are vanishing fast ; 
We will need them no longer when science shall dawn 
On a race whose childhood is over and past. 


Legos LRMAIR. 


„No disrespect is felt or expressed for the Nazarene reformer, 
who, if be ever existed, hag no kinsbip with that ridiculously be- 
gotten god found only in the fairy tales of the Ohristian myth- 
ology. . : 


On Hell, Satan, Christ, and Other Pleasaut Things, 

NRwWARE, N. J., Nov. 10, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: The Rev. C. A. A. Taylor, colored, has at 
last discovered the exact location of hell. The place is just 
fifty-two miles below the earth, at sea leve), and has an area 
of 542,900,000 miles. I hope Old Nick has room enough to 
liv in to work and torture his unfortunate victims. The 
reverend gentleman does not inform us which road is the 
shortest route, but I suppose the theologians will hav a map 
printed before many days. There ought to be a short cut 
across lots. The reverend discoverer also tells us God- 
. forsaken sinners that Christ went to hell and stayed there 
three whole days. Now, I think that Christ must hav been 
8 good-natured sort of a fellow to hav kept company with 
his majesty and allowed Old Booty to sit down on him, 
turn him over first on one side to toast him and brown him 


on the other. Now, my friend Mr. Hand said once in 
Liberal League Hall, when he answered a Christian phi. 
losopher, that when Jesus cast devils out of two-legged 
animals he just played and hugged them for fun and rever 
offered to hurt them, and when they got the opportunity 
they ran down the throats of a farmer's hogs, who ran in 
the sea and were drowned. Now, if my friend Hand told 
the truth—and I believe he did, for he is a truthful man— 
that accounts for Jesus being so docil. If I had been Jesus 
there would hav been a Donnybrook fair in hell for a few 
seconds. I should break up such à bawdy.house. It ought 
to hav been raided long ago. If Our Bob ever gets there he 
will make short work of the infernal regions, for he is too 
chicken-hearted to see anybody suffer. Now, I propose to 
write to Chauncey Depew, who has possession of a part of 
the estate of my grandfather, Abraham Roll. He says he 
has had possession twenty-one years. Squatter sovereignty 
givs him the title. Might makes right all the world over. 
Now, if Chauncey will build a railroad to hell and giv mea 
few shares, I will sign off my share of the Mohawk property 
and giv hima clear title. Of course, he has not held pos. 
session of my property as long as the devil has held his 
acres, for the latter has owned them for over eighteen hun. 
dred years, and has never been dispossessed, or squatted on 
or disturbed by Gods, popes, cardinals, bishops, or priests, 
for they keep him engaged pretty much all of his time. He 
has no time to go to target excursions or picnics, like our 
worthy mayor of Newark, who is known as Picnic Joe. 
This mayor is a Bona. ds God-fearing Christian gentleman, 
a sky-pilot, named Sullivan, declares. Joe has, with the 
help of God, held Newark city hall six years, and with the 
help of Kruger he intends to end his days in it, and I hav 
no doubt he will, for all Christians, when they get their 
paws or grapples on anything of value, never let go. Now, 
the Bible teaches the truth is not to be spoken at al] times, 
but our Joe speaks the truth always. I happened to be in 
the same car with our worthy mayor once, and he was on 
his way to a picnic, and a Freethinker took the mayor for a 
Catholic priest and asked a gentleman where all the saints 
came from. He answered, ‘‘ From East Newark.” Joe 
said, Mister, I can inform you." ‘ You wil oblige me, 
Bir, if you tell me." Joe answered ; ** H. O. Pentecost can 


.| inform you, for & few years ago he stood very near his God, 


but lately he has wandered far, far away." And a gentle- 
man said Kruger was his God and savior; and it was 
his Samaritan saloon-keepers that elected the mayor—every 
time a man was thirsty gave him drink; and if hungry 
there was & free lunch on the counter. I hav almost lost 
sight of my friend the devil. J never knew the reason 
Qld Nick held the fori so long. It was because he was 
below sea level. If hell had heen on top of the earth 
Jay Gould and other monopolists would hav confiscated 
the devis domain long ago. God in his infinit wis- 
dom knew that Christians were no respeoters of people's 
rights or property. If Ohauncey will build that road he 
will be well patronized, for he will carry nine passengers to 
hell to the Ohristian's one to heaven. There will not be 
any Tammany Catholics to take a journey to the vale of 
sorrows, for they are all booked for purgatory, where God’s 
daughter-in-law presides, and after so many masses are paid 
for the priests persuade Mary to let up on her sufferers, and 


at her command they all take & hop, skip, and a jump to 


Saint Peter's door, and if they hav the sign, grip, and pass. 
word, they are allowed fo approach the God of good and 
evil, while the poor Protestant heretics remain in total 
depravity. Ido not think that is a square deal. I will close 
by stating that our colored friend is just as certain he has 
discovered hell ås a colored cook of a ship when he asked 
his captain to go ashore to see Mount Vesuvius. ** Well, 
cuff, what did you think of the place?" The Christian 
answered, Well, captain, when I seed all dé coals of fire, 
cinders, and smoke coming out ob de flukes of dat hill, it 
looked like hell, it smelt like hell, and I hope I'Il never be 
damned but I believe it is héll.” 

And finally I say, where there are criminals there are 
the devils, and their homes are hell. W. W. Morris. 


Mistakes of Genesis. 
BRADTORD, PA., Nov. 9, 1891. 

MR. Eprror: I hav recently asked some of our good 
followers some questions in regard to the creation of the 
heavens and the earth—if they could giv me some informa. 
tion by some account of how something could be made out 
of nothing, taking nothing as the raw material. And I 
honestly cannot find one of them that can giv me an 
answer anyway satisfactory. Some tell me that it was pro- 
duced out of a word. Some say it was in the will of the 
creator from all eternity. More said it was simply an om- 
nipotent idea of God’s from eternity, and about six thou- 
sand years ago he put it into practice. Then they tell me 
that anyone that cannot see it in that light must necessarily 
be a fool—forgetting at the same time they are running 
their chances of hell-fire for so saying. I simply ask the 
question, Who were the progenitors of Adam and Eve? I 
would like to know how it is possible for people to be gen- 
erated without a cause. If we had an Adam and Eve we 
must of necessity hav had for them a father and a mother. 
Thero is no cause without an effect, and no effect without 
becoming a cause in its turn. Reasoning from this analogy, 
then, we cannot stop at the Bible Adam and Eve. We 
must seek the evidence somewhere else. And all this his. 
tory of the human family is comprised within the short 
period of six thousand years. Starting with a certain 
amount of ‘‘ slime” as the fundamental principle, according 
to the second account in Genesis, is in my opinion the pro- 
foundest kind of a failure. Why? Because the necessary 
elements are not contained in “slime.” It is simply slime 
and it cannot rise above it. Ofcourse these ideas satisfied 


the people in the times they were produced. But do they 
satisfy the heart and brain of the present ?. Decidedly not 

We are a few steps removed from barbarity, ard theology 
cannot answer our questions. And if they are ever answered, 
and satisfactorily for all, believers and unbelievers alike, we 
will hav to expect it from some modern science. Mr. Dar- 
win, I believe, has thrown some light on thie subject in 
his “Descent of Man,” and that doctrin is good enough 
for me, and for millions of others. He had no “elime” 
to start his theory on. Ia it there is nothing that ter- 
rifles. No heaven for believers, no hell for unbelievers. 
He only tried to prove that man and woman came from the 
same source, and in the opinion of every intelligent msn 
that has ever read that work he has proved it conclusivly. 
He put no stress on it, asked no one to believe it, yet as 
far as I can understand he won only the abuse of the Chris- 
tian world. Aud notwithstanding, take all the theological 
professors in all the colleges in the United States and they 
would not make one Darwin. And we would throw in 
Canada and Europe for ballast in addition, and the odds 
would still be in hís favor. 

Now, then, the question arises, Where did this being of 
infinit peculiarity come from? Back of the time he began 
to create there was undoubtedly an eternity, if we may be 
allowed the term, in which he did nothing, sat there in idle. 
ness and never took a thought, not even for“ the morrow,’ 
and it seems all at once the idea occurred to it—»r him, and 
I believe there is a question as to what it really is—to make 
a world. So at the beginning, before there was any time 
yet marked, he brought this universe with allits attending 
planets into existence. Is there a sane man any where in the 
world that can conceive of a time prior to time, as the 
starting point? It looks something like a string with only 
one end. And we hav been guided along that string until we 
hav reached the way-station Darwin,“ and a few paces 
farther down the string is the great union sation “ Inger- 
s0]),” and here we take the different branches to the realms 
of thought, and on all these little branches there is not a 
toll-gate. The scenery on all these different ways is on 
exhibition free. Take which way you will. You are your 
own judge. The motto is raised over the termini of all 
these different ways in large lettera of bright gold, Take 
whatever way you will, but giv to everybody the same 
privilege you ask for yourself." 

Back of Let there be light and there was light," we say 
there must hav been an eternity in which this God kep; 
himself, 8 wilderness of vacuum which he could not tell any 
more about the extent of than I could. And if he produced 
all we ca. behold now with the aid of tha telescope out of 
nothing we simply say that it is the grandest, the most pro- 
found move that was ever made. Did he do it? If so, 
when and how? Can some theological professor work it 
out? Itis a question of very great importance, and the 
sooner it is answered the more convenient it will be for a'] 
inquiring minds. ; ' 

I would say forthe benefit of all who may read this 
article, that we hay found out all concerning this ancient 
&ocount of creation in Genesis. We find now that the 
writers of it took advantage of the oredulity of those far. 
away people and made them believe that all this informa. 
tion came about by inspiration. Let us see: ‘‘Asurbont. 
pal, king of Assyria in the seventh century before Ohrlat, 
took great pains to build up the royal library of Nineveh. 
For this purpose his agents made thorough search in the 
yét-existing libraries of Ohaldea for copies of those 
ancient ‘ books,’ for so we may call them, of which the leaves 
were clay tablets. Such tablets were copied for Asurboní- 
pal'slibrary." It must be remembered that those tablets 
were only copies of older Babylonian tablets, and in some 
instances we find that even those are copied from old poems 
and oral accounts of the ancients, leading us back as far as 
2000 B.o. In this library we find four different accounts 
of the creation. We fiad the very words copied in Genesis 
from them. Here, then, is where Moses got his inspiration. 
We must remember that Moses was raised by Pharaoh’s 
daughter and instructed by the Egyptians, and these tradi- 
tions would be easy for him to make out and understand. 

In the times that Moses copied his books—if he ever did, 
and my candid opinion is that the church did it and then 
ascribed them to him, and gave them to the Jews—educa- 
tion was a‘scarce article, and but few people had command 
of it. Inspirations, miracles, and idiotic absurdities went 
hand in hand. Those that could read read them, and those 
that had ears listened while they were read. Nobody inves. 
tigated. They were all followers, no leaders. Miracles 
were plenty, and easily performed. Credulity ran high. 
The man that could concoct the greatest crime and cause the 
most misery was considered after God’s own heart. And 
they tell me that all those far-away home-wreckers, cut. 
throats, marauders, thugs, and evil-workers are now in 
heaven enjoying an eternity of peace. If 80, why should an 
honest gentleman want to go there and take up with such 
associates? As for me I hav no desire to ever be an angel 
and keep the company of sucha God. He is a fiend un. 
worthy of a place in the mind of any intelligent man. Uader- 
stand me, I do not mean to say there is such a being any- 
where in existence. I simply say, if there is and he is the 
author of all our misery, he must necessarily possess all 
the attributes in the make-up ofa fiend. Understand me, 
nor do. J say there is not. I only giv my honest opinion on 
this matter, and say I know nothing whatever upon the 
subject. And after all, I think I know as much as any livir g 
man. And I say to every good man, do your own reading 
and thinking, and one benefit you will derive from it— 
originality. Your own opinions are as good as priests’ and 
preachers’. Do not be afraid, but do your own thinking. 
Do it and you'll like it ten to one. Jas. SPELLEN. 
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Children 2 Corner. 


Adited by Miss Suan H. Wixom, Fall 
Hiver, Mass., to whom al! Communications for 
r uus Oorner should be sent. 


Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to iower, 
Oomes a pause in the day's ccoupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.“ 


Only an Empty Cradle. 


Only an empty cradle 
In a dark and lonely room; 
Only a mother’s plaintiv sob 
Heard in the deepening gloom. 
Only a baby’s prattling voice 
Forever hushed in sleep; 
But the mother's heart is breaking 
As she kneels by tho cradle to weep. 


The tiny form, now cold and still, 
Is laid away at rest; 
The lovely form was torn away 
From a loving mother's breast. 
How those baby lips were pressed to hers 
In happy days gone by! : 
How the t ny arms had clasped her neck 
With a glad and loving cry. 


She had glevt the sweeter in the embrace 
Of her baby's arms at night, 

But now she must lie awake and weep, 
Longing for morning’s light ; 

And the warm kiss. that thril!'e1 her so 
Will never be felt again, 

‘Tie this that causes her tears to flow 
And her heart to throb with pain. 

: i Ipa AMELIA BALLOU. 
—— —9-99————————— 
A Child's Conclusions, 


Heaven is filled with '* glory," 
And gilded round with gold; 
The corners nailed with diamonds, 
And there tis never cold. 
And 80, if I were Jesus, 
And owned that palace fair, 
I'd make of it a poorhouse 
And call the freezing there. 
T'd run a pipe from hell up 
And warm the “ great white throne,” 
And giv a place to the little folks 
That havn't any home. 


Heaven ig filled with love, too ; 
From jasper walla to gold 
It shines in all the faces ; 
That stay there, so tis told. 
And so, if I were Jesus, 
I'd call the unloved there— 
Those that hav no mothers 
And ory for want of care. 
And I would fill the earth 
And every home with love ; 
"T would be so kind to do 80— 
Ro like the heaven above” (?). 


And there's other things in heaven 
That we want so much below ; 

There's justice in the pleasure-land, 
And meroy too, I know. 

And go, if I were Jesus 
Not just a little girl~ 

I wonid giv earth all the blessings 
And to hell the curses hurl. 

I would giv to life the pleasures— 
Not keep all for by and by "—. 

For what if Iam doomed to hell 
‘Stead of heaven when I die? 


Yet I cannot play the golden harp, 
And I cannot sing & tune, 
And I think it’s awful lonely 
Just to gaze around a room. 
Then I've got a few bright pennies 
That I'm sure I want to keep, 
And I'd hav to hold 'em tightly 
If I ever went to sleep, 
For the thief that was with Jesus 
When he went up through the air 
Is sure to think that no one 
Would think of stealing there, 
And so I believe I'd rather 
Go with papa down to hell; 
It isn't half so hot there 
As I've often heard them tell. 


For Ive found out all about it 
And my papa says tis true, 
That the ones that go to sheol 

Will be a “chosen few." 
ButIam very curious 
For a little maid of ten, 
And want to know particulars 
Of how and where and when. 
I may be all mistaken— 
The preachers think I am— 
For I know, if I were Jesus, 
I'd work heaven on a better plan. 


Elsinor ', Cat. EDNA HEALD. 


- Coneentration. 

The power to concentr&te the mind upon 
one subject and keep it so fixed that outside 
influences wil hav no effect is a great 
quality. f 

Very few possess it. The concentrativ 
forces can be trained, however. Practice 
does much in that line. I was fully impressed 
with this the other day while visiting a room 
in a certain high school. : 

The teacher bade the large class of sixty 
scholars prepare an example in addition of 
figures—ten rows of figures, five figures in a 
row. ‘‘Now,” said he, go to work and 
find the sum of these figures. Miss Wixon, 
we will make all the noise and disturbance 
we can, but scholars, you keep right on with 
your work and pay no heed.” 


played and doors slamming, besides other 
annoyances, is & great accomplishment. But 
it can easily be done by training and practice. 
The teacher that day said he intended to 
bring in some torpedoes some day, and he 
expected his class to psy no more attention 
to those explosions than if they were asleep. 


is necessary in counting-rooms, in editors’ 
sanctums, shops, etc , wherever business is 
done and people liable to drop in at every 
moment. 


ages. 


laughing. 
was. my reply. 
the desk. 
the instrument. 
times, and chatted away merrily. The pu- 


pils worked away at the figures with bowed 
heads, for the most part as solemn as judges. 


The teacher called severa] names of the boys. 
` | sharply. 


** Can't you answer when spoken 
to?? he inquired. ‘“ What's the matter, 
anyway?" I tumbled the books around, and 
asked questions, and we kept up a general 
disturbance till the time of the exercise was 
up. Seven of the class had finished the 
example, and others had nearly finished 
theirs. It was quite amusing, but a very 
useful lesson. 

To be able to keep the mind fixed upon a 
given subject in a room where there is much 
talking and questions being asked, piano 


Concentration. Itis a great thing. This 


To keep the mind calm and fixed on the 


work in hand, undisturbed and undismayed, 
shows ability and firmness. 


S. H.. W. 


— — — — 
Prehistoric Man in America, 

In various parts of this country prehistoric 

remains are constantly being brought to light. 

In the fertil valley of the Mississippi, along 


the shores of the Great Lakes and the Gulf 
of Mexico, in the canyons of the Colorado, 
on the plains of Texas and Mexico, in the 
valleys and mountains of prehistoric Monte- 
zuma (Arizona), on the crests of the Rockies, 
in the gravel beds of New Jersey, Delaware, 
Ohio, Indiana, and Minnesota, beneath the 
lava beds of the Pacific coast, and in many 
other places, interesting archeological dis- 
coveries are being announced. In fact, evi- 


dences of a prehistoric race are found every- 
where; but probably the most interesting 
fields for investigation on the American con- 
tinent are in southern Colorado, New Mexico, 
Arizona, Mexico, Central and South Awerica, 
where the ruins of many millions of people 
are found buried by the dust and drift of 
These people had their rude arts in 
which they were well advanced, such as 
weaving, mosaic, tempering copper, working 
in stone, making pottery, painting, etc. 
They were also well advanced in building, as 
their solid stone walls and structures will tes- 
tify, and they carried on agriculture to a great 
extent. They expressed thoughts and in- 
scribed records by means of hieroglyphics. 
Their religion was a peculiar one; they wor- 


Shiped the sun, and hence they were called 


fire or sun worshipers. They laid their dead 
to rest in their buildings, always placing their 
Ornaments, arms, and personal property with 
them. It cannot be ascertained how the race 
was exterminated. Some conjecture that it 
was by disease, or famin ; others, that it was 
by continued cold winters, or prevailing hot 
winds, and some few that it was merely by 
speedy violence. A great many theories are 
given in regard to these people, but none of 
these theories can be readily accepted. We 
hav only the evidence of a prehistoric exis- 
tence, and it will take time to decipher the 
true facts, and there is probably much about 
‘these queer people that will never be learned. 
The antiquarian has a hope that time will 
bring to light many records that will help to 
lift the mysterious veil. These records, 
engraved upon stone or copper, are un- 
doubtedly hid somewhere beneath the soil, 
and it will take time, patience, and labor to 
locate them. This we know, that these peo- 
ple were called Aztecs. The skeletons found 
show that they were larger than the people 
of to-day. They were not savages or barba- 
rians a8 some may suppose, but they were a 
progressiv, intelligent race of people. 

Iam indebted to Mr. A. L. Heister for the 
interesting facts recorded in this article. 
Mr. Heister is an indefatigable and enthusi- 
astic antiquarian and archeologist living in 
Magdalena, N. M. He has been working in 
the old ruins of that region for several 
months, and he is finding relics of all kinds, 
such as trinkets and ornaments of stone and 


bye. 
and nothing will hurt you. There is a police- | 
man right opposit; run home now, and be 
sure you come again soon. I hav so en. 
joyed our talk about the dear little doggie 


The teacher commenced whistling, while | shell; beads of beautiful blue turquois, cut 
I walked about the room talking and 
Can you play the piano, Miss 
Wixon ?” inquired the teacher. A little,” 
* Come and play a tune, 
then,” said he, opening the instrument near 
„d rather hear you play,” I 
said, when he commenced banging away at 
I struck the bell several 


in artistic shapes and finely polished, also 
other curious beads, pottery pitchers, vases, 
canteens, bowls, jugs, basins, cups, etc., 


that some are carved in relief or in & sort of 
indenture work, others are finished in black 
or red enamel, and stil] others are striped, 
checked, and zigzaged with beautiful colors 
which hav defied the touch of time and are 
as bright to-day as they were from one 
thousand to five thousand years ago when 
the artist plied his brush. Many other 
beautiful relics too numerous to mention are 
being found by Mr. Heister and other 
antiquarians. In my next I shall describe 
some of the old ruins, and from time to time 
acquaint the readers of the Corner with old 
ruins and relics found in various parts of the 
country. Archeology is an interesting study 
and it is becoming more important all the 


time. GrORGR J. Remszvure. 
— — 2 — 


An Easy Lesson. 
There were two very young women—aged 


five or thereabouts—and exactly of a siz. 
One had long yellow curls tumbling about 
her round pink face and big, wide blue eyes 
that looked fearlessly at everything. The 
other was fair, too, but her eyes were dark 
and timid and there were little nervous whirls 


in her silky black locks. The pair were 


trotting along the wide pave of an uptown 
residence street at about 6 o’clock in the after-. 
noon. After three blocks of it Miss Blue 
Eyes said, in just her mamma’s tone: 


** Now, Bessie, dear, I must kiss you good- 
Your home is just around the corner 


and the dolls. Tell Julia my Estelle sends 
love to her, and come to-morrow. I am 80 
glad always "—floating off in the middle of a 
sentence. 

Bessie went around the corner all a-tremble, 
and probably got safe home. Half way across 
the block her companion heaved a deep, 
world-weary sigh and said reflectivly, You 
just bav to be polite—but my—ain’t it awful 
tiresome sometimes ?°—New York Recorder. 

— . ——ę— 
Comfort. ; 

There is a great deal in words. Some 
words giv us a glow of kindly feeling. Others 
fill us with love and sympathy, and others 
with patriotism, and still others with disgust 
and loathing. 

This morning as I sit here in the delightful 
sunshine of the Indian summer days I feel so 
cosy and comfortable I want you to enjoy 
the word comfort with me. 

It brings up such a long train of enjoyable 
ideas. 

To comfort is to cheer, solace, enliven, in- 
vigorate, and console. 

To feel comfortable in body is to be warm, 
well fed, and perfectly at ease. 

To be comfortable in mind is to hav a 
sense of satisfaction and ease. The comfort 
of friends, of love, and of home. 

It is a 


To be free from worry and care. 
state of quiet, pleasant enjoy ment. 

I would that all could be comfortable, 
comforted and comforting. 

i Affectionately, AUNT ELMINA. 
E — — ñ—ä—ͤ— 
Almost Remembered. 

Ernest’s grandfather is a doctor, and had 
been for some time treating a patient for St. 
Vitus's dance. 

Ernest had seen the sufferer from the 
strange nervous disease, and felt much sym- 
pathy for him. 

The other day he hurried from his grand- 
father’s office to hie mother’s room to say, 
** O, mamma, mamma, here's another poor 
little boy who has the—the—I can almost 
think of the name—the St. Patrick's jump!” 
— Youth's Companion. 


What Struck Him, 

Two eminent scholars were discussing 
educational questions in a very profound way 
not long since. 

“ What was it," said one to the other, 
* that struck you most forcibly in the course 
of your education ?” 

“The schoolmaster,” said the other. — 
Youth's Oompanion. 

—— <8 ————— 
Correspondence. 
Dzs Morngs. IA, Nov. 16, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon: This is my first letter 
to the Corner. 

We take TuE TRUTR SEER RR, and I enjoy 
reading the children’s letters, so I thought I 
would like to write for the Corner, too. 

There are a good many Liberals living 
near us. ; 

Most of my Sunday afternoons I spend at 
Sunday-school; and I often question my 


that cannot be described. Mr. Heister says h. 


teacher as to the proof of some of her Bible 
sayings. ; | 

One Sunday I asked her if she hated father, 
mother, sister, and brother, as is said in other 
words in Luke xiv, 26, and it fairly astonished 
er. : 

She claimed that it did not mean what I 
thought, but that it meant to hate them for 
not beliéving as a Christian. 

At another time I told her that I thought if 
God. had power over everything, that he 
ought to either kill or convert the devil; but 
8he did not know about that. 

Neither did she know several other ques- . 
tions which were asked not only by myself 
but by 80me of the other pupils, who are at 
times liberal in their views. j 

I would like to hav some girl write to me. 
Well, I guess my letter is long enough for 
the first. I will try and write more next 
time. Hoping to see this in print, 

I remain your sincere friend, 
Lavra B. HUFFMAN. 


[A bright, intelligent girl is the writer of 
the above letter, and we shall always be 
pleased to hear from her.— En. C. C.] 


FITS,—A}l Fits stopped free by DR, KLINX'B 
GzaraT Nesve RESTORER. No Fits after first day's 
use. Marvelous cure’. Treatise and $2.00 trial 
bottle free to Fit cases. Send to Dr. Kline, 931 
Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


SOIENOE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I. EVOLUTION, ANTIQUITY, BAcTERIA, Ero. By 


William Durham, F. R. . E. 
IL ASTRONOMY, Sun, Moon, Stars, Ero. By Will. 
iam Durham. F. R. S. E. à 
Those handy series of volumes. on science—of 
which the above works form the firgt two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply & Popular need. 
The price of each is 50 cen ts in cloth. 


WAS 


Abraham Lincoln A Spiualst 


OR 


Curious Revelations from the Lie of 
a Trance Medium. 


By MBS, NETTIE COLBURN MAYNARD. 


Together with Portrait, Letters, and Poems, 
Illustrated with Engravings, and Frontispiece of 
Bend grom Oarpenter& Portrait from Life. 

,» * le ^. 


THE l 
French Invason of Ireand in '98, 
Lees of Unwrition History That Tol of a 


nity to Throw Off England's Yoke. 


By VALERIAN GRIBAYEDOEF. 


With a map and numerous illustrations by well- 
known artists. Bantsomely bound in silk.cloth. 
Ink and goid side stamps. ` Price, $1.50. 

The present volume is an effort to rescue from 
comparatiy oblivion one of the many extraordi- 
nary episodes of the great French revolutionary 
war; „ It points a moral that amidst repub- 
lican institutions like ours, will not fail receive 
appreciation. It shows, on one hand, the elevat- 
ing influence of newly acquired ambition, . . . 
and on the other the debasing effects of Religious 
and Political intolerance both on the tyrant and 
the victim. Oontains a heretofore nnpublished 
letter of Thomas Paine to the French Directory. 


THE ; 
OF THE CHURCH: 


THEIR 


Criraes and Persecutions. 


8V0, 1:119pp. Oloth, $5; leather, $4; morocco 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Bible and Evolution 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


New and Cheap Edition, . 50 Cents. 


Mentioned by W. E. Gladstone in his work, The 
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” 

. Foote in the Freethinker recommends it 
as an excellent text-book. He says: Th 
manner is good and the style is bright. The 
reader is Carried along on an easy flowing stream 
of science, history, ethics. and common genge,” 

Chas. Watts in Secular Thought pronounces it to 
be the best work the author has wri ten. 

And Tur TRUTH SEEKER says: "This ig an ex- 
cellent book which we can recommend to our 
readers as clear in language, trustworthy in 
statement, and irrefutable in reasoning.” 


CHAMPIONS 


Order at 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFIOE. 
What Would Follow 
i THE 


Effacement of Christianity P 
BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE. 
Prise, 10 cents a copy; twelve copies $1. 
Address THE TRUTH BSEKEER. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLOT 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist 
12115 inches, suitable for framing, sent postpaid 
for25cents.. Address THE TRUTH SEEKEP, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER - 5, 1891. 
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BIBLE-WHENCE AND WHAT:|MYTHS AND MYTH-MAKERS, 


By R. B. Wxsrproox, D.D., LL.D. 
Price, $1. 


p ‘and Utilitarianism, 


By JOHN STUART Mini. 
Price, $1. 


A Legacy to the Friends of Free Dis- 


cussion, 
By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 


Formerly Lecturer of the Society of Moral Phi- 
lanthropists, at Tammany Hall, New York. 


Price, $1. 


APOCRYPHAL. NEW TESTAMENT. 


The Gospels, Epistles, etc., attributed to Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles, and not included 
in the New Testament. 
$1. 


Price, . . . . . 
ASTRO-THEOLOGICAL. LECTURES. 
By Rev. ROB'T TAYLOR. 
Price, . -. $1.60. 


THE SABBATH. 
By M. FARRINGTON. 


A Thorough Examination and Refutation of the 
Claims of the Sabbatarians. 


Price, 10 cents. 


RELIGION OF COMMON SENSE. 
By Pror. LIgpREOHT UricH, of Germany 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 


A Historical and Critical Review. With Replies 
i to an Objector. 


By Grorce W. BROWN,” “M.D, 
Price, 15 cents. 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 
By ‘Frances WRIGHT. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, 75 cents. 


AN EYE-OPENER. 
: * Citateur, Par Piyzult." 
Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. 
By ZEPA. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; 


cloth, 75 cents. 
Antiquity and Duration of the World 


By G. Toutman. 
Price, . . . - 


ASTRONOMY AND WORSHIF 
š OF THE ANCIENTS., 
l By GILBERT VALE. 
20 cents. 


20 cents, 


Price, 


| Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BHAGAVAD-GITA. 
A Discourse on Divine Matters between Krishna 
and Arjuna. 

Translated by J. C. THOMPSON. 


Price, $2. 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
Revelation. 


By Louis JACOLLIOT. 
Price, — - - — 


$2. 


BIBLE IN THE BALAN CE. 
A Text-Book for Investigators. 
By Rev. J. G. Fis. 


Price, $1.50. 


BIBLE INQUIRER. 


148 Striking Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 
and 152 Marvelous Occurrences. 


By A. JACOBSON. 
Price, — . 25 cents. 


BIBLE MYTHS. 


Their Parallels in Religions of Heathen Na- 
tions of Antiquity; Origin and Meaning. | 
Copious Notes and Authorities. 
“Cyclopedia of Reference.” 
Many Illustrations. 


Price, $2.50. 


BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN. 


Historical Exposition of the Devil and his 
Fiery Domains. 


By Kersey GRAVES. 
Price, 35 cents. 


8vo, 600pp., 


f the above books address 
Tor all of the soe TRUTH BRERER OO 
28 Lafayette Pl, NewYork. 


Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
Comparative Mythology. 
By Joun Fiske, M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College. 
Price, $2. 


BEYOND THE VEIL. 
Claimed to be Dictatéd by the Spirit of P. B 
Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. McDougall and Mrs. 

Luna Hutchinson. [Spir.] 


Sieel Engraving of Randolph. Price, $1.50, 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham- 


med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that Doctrine 
which was begun and carried 
on by him fh Arabia. 
SaLE's edition. Price, $1.50. 


— a À — 
HUME'S ESSAYS. 
Essays and Treatises. Autobiography and Dia. 
logues on Natural Religion. 


By Davin HUME. Price, $1.50. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 


By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 
A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
Portrait. 
Price, pap., 50 cts; clo., $1. 


2 ... M AME NN 
Man's Nature and Development. 
By Henry G. ArkIxSOx, F.G.S., and HARBIET 
MARTINEAU. 


"Price, -o- = = $1.60. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer’s Text-Book. 
Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. 
By ROB COOpER. Price, $1. 


Origin and Development of Relig. 
fous Ideas and Beliefs. 
By Morris EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 
With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


A BUSINESS MAN’S SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS. 
From a Poor Man's Standpoint. Price, $1. 


KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 
Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 


A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices 
By Baron D'HOLRACRH. 
Price $1. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 
Iltimating in the Religion of Science. 
By Hupson Turre. [Spir.] 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


LIFE OF PAINE. 


By J. E. REMSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Im: 
mortality of lis Elements. 
By A. 8. DE PELLEGRINI. 
Price, - - - - 15 cents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 
Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated. 
Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 
A Treatise on the Population Question. 
By R. D. Owen. 


Price, - - - - 36 cents. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. BENRRTr. 
Price, . E 10 cents. 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 
church Doctrines. 
By W. S. Bartow. [Spir] Price, 10 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 


By HURLBUT and WAKEMAN, 
Price, 10 cents. 


iCHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
s Y Onslaughts on Ohristianit ity. = 


Price, 10 cents. 
BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 


By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents. 


For all of the above books address 
THE TR 


H SEEKER CO. 
38 Lafapskts Pl. » NewYork. 


MATERIALISM AND cat Brain and the Bible. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 5 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 
French Revolution 


ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By W. 8. BELL. 
Paper, 12mo, 25 cents. 


MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


IMMORTALITY OF Its ELEMENTS. 
By A. R. de Pellegrini. 
Paper, e. E 15 cents. 


PHILOSOPHY of SPIRITUALISM 


AND TREATMENT OF MEDIOMANIA. 
By F. B. Hur, M.D. 
Oloth, š . 50 cents. 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 
By VOLTAIRE. 
Torso, witty, and papoastic del definitions of theolog- 


: Price, 25 saath: 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY FXPOSED, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
15 cents. ` 


PRO AND CON OF 
Supernatural Religion. 


Have We a Bupernatural, Inspired, Miraculous 
Religion ? 


By E. E. Gor. - 
Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


PYRAMID OF GIZEH. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Narra- 
tivein Genesis ard Exodus. 
By Van Buren DENSLOW, LL.D. 
Price, 15 cents, 


QUESTION SETTLED. 


BIBLICAL snd MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


By Moses Hutu. 
Price, 60 cents. 


Rational Communism, 


Tae Present AND Furuse RzPUBLIO OF 
NORTH AMERICA. 


aircon associate life and employment as a pre- 
vontive of vice, crime, poverty, eto. 


By A CAPITALIST. 
Paper, 498pp., 50 ct8.: olo., $1. 


Relation of Witchcraft to Religion. 
By A. C. LYALL. 
Prica, 10 cents. 


Fruits of Philosophy. 
POPULATION QUESTION. 


By Dr. Knowlton. Edited by Charles Bradlaugb 
and Annie Besant. 


25 cents. 


TRUTH. A Poem By E. N. Kings. 


ley. 10 cents. 


POVERTY: Its Cause and Cure. 
How the Poor May Attain Comfort and Independ 
ence. - 


J By x. G. H. 
Price, . 10 cents. 


Religion of Inhumanity. 
With a jee at the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FBEDERIO HARRISON. 
Price, 15 cents. 


RELIGION: 
The Gibraltar of the World, as Now Oonstituted. 

By George T. Bondies. 

With 
Exceptions to the Character of 
Christ as a Gentieman, 
By W. T. Purviance. 
85 cents. 


Ln coo K ˙ ori s tm 
By JOHN H. REMSBURG. 
Six Lectures. 
Decline of Faith. 
Protestant Intolerance. 
‘Washington an Unbeliever. 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. 
Paine and Wesley. 
Christian Sabbath. 
Hach, 5 cents; bound, pap., 28 cents; per doz., 40. 


SABBATH BREAKINC. 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Price, 25 cents. 


St, Matthew Before the Court 


For THE CRIME or FORGERY. 
By BEGULARIST. 
Price, " 10 cents. 


SEMITIC GODS AND THE 
BIBLE. 
Including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Obrist, Virgin Mary, Bible. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
From Vol. II. Gods and Religions.”) 
833pp., pap., 60 o.; clo., $1. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
$8 Lafayotte Pl., Now York. 
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Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


Creed of Christendom. | 


Its Foundation Contrasted with its Superstructure, 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete in 1 vol., 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


WHICH : 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY t 


By Moses Hott (Spir.) and 
Rev. W. F. PARKER (Chris.). 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


HEBREW MYTHOLOCY; 


OR, : 

Tbe Rationale of the Bible. 
Holy Seriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only. 
By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 

8vo, 613pp., 


Faith and Reason. 


ACCOUNT OF THE 
Christian and All Prominent Religions Before 
and Since Christ. Extract from Sacred 

Books of the East. 
By H. R. STEVENS. 


$2.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


Nature’s Revelations of Character. 
Physiognomy Illustrated. 


By Josera SIMMS, M.D. 


Individual traits indicated by the temperaments 
and features. 


260 woodcuts.  8vo, 650pp., cloth, $3; leather, 
54; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


AMBERLEY'S LIFE OF JESUS, 


His Character and Doctrines, 
From the “ Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, W cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. : 


PROVING 


Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign oí 
Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury befcre, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era. 


Full index, 446pp., - - $1.50. 


THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 


AN 
Inquiry into the Claims of Biblical Inspiration 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion. 


By A. H. O'DONOGHUE. 
Price, - - - 


$1. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 
A Radical Novel of Marked Ability. 


BY FREDERIKA MACDONALD. 
404 pages. Price reduced to $1. 


AFEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 


OTHER BI0GRAPHIOAL N AND "ESSA YS. 
By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 
With Portrait and Autobiography. 

Extra cloth, gold back and side stamp. 12mo, 
SSS UCM 
MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 

By J. ALBERGER. 
376pp., $1. Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS. 
ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 
A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 

Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


6. NEW DISPENSATION. 


By D. W. Hurr (Spir.). 
Price,  - * 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES: 
A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 

By J. K. Ineatts. 

Price, 95 cents. 

THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 
x Jews and their God stood on the lowest 

d Price, 10 cents. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE 
By F. R. Marvin. 
Price, . bcenis. 


AU address 


Late -f. en. 


15 cents. 


&gents for tho Trath Seeker. 

`. ALABAÑA. 

Etar News Depot, 2,008 2d ave., Birmingham. 

_OALIFORNIA. 

J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 

Ball & McCarter. 7 W. First st., Los Angeles. 

Edwards & McKnight, 12 W. Ist st., Los 
Angeles. 

Freethought Publishing Cc., 838 Howard st., 
Ban Francisco. 

Max News Stand, 1st & Main sts., LosAngeles. 

J. C. Scott, 22 Third st., San Francisco, Cal. 

Estate of 8. C. Blake, 508 Kearny st., San 

rancisco. [cisco. 
Richardson Bros., 213 Grant ave., San Fran- 


i OANADA. 
T.C.Allen&Co.,124 Granville st., Halifax, N. S. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 

- Thos. Moffatt, Orillia, Ont. 

R. W. Wheeler & Co., Hamilton, Ont. 


OOLORADO. 
J. C. Richey, 207 Harríson ave., Leadville. 
FLORIDA. 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
Mrs. B. E. Ames, 169 Washington st., Chicago. 
Post-office News Co., 103 Adams st., Chicago. 
G. E. Wilson, 417 State st., and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
J. W. Howe, 48 8. Halstead st., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
Wm. E. Fa r, South Bend 
LOUISIANA. 
Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orieans. 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., New Orleans 
MAINE. 
N. G. Fessenden 434 Congress st., Portland. 
MASSAORUSETTS. . 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
Johnson Bro's 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 
A. M. Driscoll, 784 Front st., Worcester. 
MICHIGAN. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, Woodbine Cottage, Coit ave., 
Grand Rapids. ` 
C. Holton & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 822 Olive st., 8t. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEW JERSEY. 
John Hossack, Danforth and Ocean ave., 
Jersey City. 
` NEW YORE. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Burnton & Co., 92 Fourth ave., New York. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
Mr. Kelly, 1243 Third ave., New York. 
R. W. Turner, 349 4th ave., New York. 
E. Friedman, 72 Canal st., New York. 
H. Cohn, 320 West st., New York. 
Morris Ash, 120 Broadway, New York. 
George Gross, 1693 Broad way, New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 
J. H. Russell, Fulton & Nassau sts, 
J. Vanden Broeck, 397 Bleecker gt., New York. 
New York News Co., 20 Beekman st., 
8. J. King. 179 So. Pearl st., Albany. 
E. C. Weidman, 126 State st., Rochester. 
' OHIC. i 
John Jacques, Akron. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 
Benj. Woods, 319 Chillicothe street, Ports- 
mouth. ` . : (Cleveland. 
Larwood, Bartlett & Day, 259 Superior st., 
; OREGON. i 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
W. Wedeken, Portland, Ore. 
Handley & Kelly, 150 1st st , Portland. 
PENNSYLVANIA. ; 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 723 Spring Garden st., Phils 
George e 22 Richmond st., Phila. 
J. A. Kirk. Bois. 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
Roman Staley, cor. Wood and 4th ave., 
Pittsburgh. 
" BHODE ISLAND. 
Carr, 947 High st., Providence. 
. H. J. Reilly, 413 High st., Providence. 
: TENNESSER. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 
: TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
E. A. Andrea, 916 Main st., Dallas. 
E. L. Merrill, 624 Elm st., Hast Waco. 
UTAH. 
Joàn A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 
WASHINGTON TERRITOEY. 
Stine Bros., Walla Walla. 
C. B. Reynolds, Lock Box 5 Freemont. 


ENGLAND. 

Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet st., 
London. 

C. Stocker, 29 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 

AUSTRALIA. . 

Chas. H. Bamford, 190 Little Collins st., East 
Melbourne, Victoria. 

W.Wiliis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. 8. W 

NEW ZRALAND. 
A. D. Willis, Wanganui. 


H. 
J 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 
USE THE 


(FORGE AN 


OR, 
Principles of the Natural Order 
of the Universe, With a Sys- 
tem of Morality Based’ 

The:eon, | 
By PRorzssog LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 
CONTENTS : 


Force and Matter, The Fitness of Things in 


Immortality of Matter. Nature (Teleology), 
Immortahty of Force, an, 
Infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Consciousness, 
Form. Seat of the Soul, 
Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas, 
AWHs — he Idea of God, 
Universality of Naturai Personal Continuance, 
AWB ital Forae, 


The Heavens, The Soul of Brutes, 
Periods of the Creation Free Will, 

of the Earth, Morality, | 
Original Generation, Concluding Observa- 
Secular Generation, tions 


Price $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


ttself doth cali for instant 
remedy.” 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 


. Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COO. 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


LIFE OF 
Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MBS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order or 
Oreation. 


Cloth, 12mo, 279 pp., - - 75 Cents 


SF This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
ican publisher. me 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath ig 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 
tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Ohristian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. Think 
of a minister's praying God to kill gragghop- 
ers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 

ake a crusade of one against the Colorado 


beetle!” Price, 10 cents. : 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact! 
Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems, Price, 10 cents. 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 


„% The shame 


LIFE AND CAREER 


Charles Bradlaugh 


George Jacob Holyoake. 


Every Freethinker wants this Life of the Great 
English Secularist, by the Father of Secularism 


Price: 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. 
i Address this Office. 


Evolution Series. 


—0— 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 


No. 1,—Alfred Russell Wallace, by Edward D. 

ope, D.; with portrait. ` 

No. 2.—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddens B. Wake- 
man ; with portrait, 


Price, 10 Cents each. 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allin a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300pp., $3. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 


or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 883pp., $1.25. 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK |Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


. In your meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THe LIBERAL HywN-Book contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It ie highly recommended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton. Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker. 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price 
W conte, dress TRUTH SEEKER O. 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The eg Free 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issned. 
e full-page DiustreHons and z smaller; large 
ype, heavy, toned paper, broad margins. 
frated covers; 4o: RADD., boards 5. is 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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D MATTER 


TRUTH. SEEKER LIBRARY. 
è 

“he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. The Biographies of 
thrce hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
prosent: By D. M. BennerTr. 1,075 pages, 
vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 

co, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to ** The World's 
Sages,” etc. By D. M. Bennerr. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 


a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully al! 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. Bennetr. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. 

hon ; 1115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leat} er, $5.06, 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply, to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
whole r` + eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco: 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
count AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
‘ohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Uomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; 


The foregoing l volumes are called The 
Truth Seeker Library." If all are ordered to 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 


deducted from the price of each. 


Bennett-Teed Discussion. Between 
D. M. Bennerr and Cyrus RowuLus R. 
Trp. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections to Christianity? 
A discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 
G. M. Mam, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new nor 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not cor. 
roborated by contemporaneous history. 

Bennett affirms; Mare denies. This is 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the United 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter ih the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustica 
was perpetrated upon Mz. BENNETT. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


L.terrogatories to Jehovah. Being 
3,000 questions propounded to his Jewish 
Godship upon a great variety of subjects 
Paper. 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters, First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu. 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

eloth, 75 cents. 


The Bock of Chronicles of the Pil- 


rims in the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle t¢ 
the Trrth Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 


Apostle to the Truth Seekers 
10 cents. i 


The Great Religions of the World. 


10 cents. 


Auen Letter to Samuel Colgate. 


7 Iv cenw, . ; 


D. M. BENNETTS WORKS. 
‘ADDRESS THÈ TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


7 

A Truth Seeker Around the World. 
Four large volumes. With a steel-plate 
engraving of the author in Vol. I., and 
each volume illustrated with forty-seven 
cuts. Handsomely bound in red cloth, 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $10.50; 


The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth; 
eet ; leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, 
$4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions. So. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Two Volumes 
Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per 
volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes; in 
leather, $7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, 
$8.00. 


From Behind the Bars. 


letters written in prison. 
Price $1.50. 


A Truth Seeker in Europe. A. series 
of letters written during a visit of ten 
weeks in Europe. Giving some account 
of the International Freethinkers' Con- 
gress held at Brussels, to which Mr. Ben- 
nett was a delegate, followed by a de- 
scription of what he saw in England, 
France, Holland, and Italy. The letters 
from Rome alone are worth the price 
of the book. With a steel-plate portrait 
of the author. 850 pages. $1.50. 


The Semitic Gods and the Bible. 
Treating upon the gods of the Semitic 
"nations, including Allah, Jehovah, Satan, 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 
pages are devoted, showing that book to 
be & very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov- 
ers, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 


Judaism, Christianity, and Moham- 
medanism examined historically 
and critically. It is thought to be the 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 500 large pages. 
Price, $1.50. 


Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, 
Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages. 


Paper covers, 75 cents; 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. 
A debate on Christianity and Infidelity, 
between D. M. BENNETT and Rev. G. H. 
HuwemnnEy. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is a splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 
bors. 550 pages. Price. $1. 


A series of 
Over 700 pages, 


B. F. UNDERWOOD'S WORKS. 


FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Leetures. Embracing In 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization, 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual. 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paina 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Crueltieg 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 60 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
i cents. 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism: Its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 


Spiritualism from a Materialistie 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po-cdcal and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 
Will the Coming Man Worship God! 


10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. : 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo-, 
logical. 20 cents. e 


Burgess. Underwood Debate. A four 
ays’ debate between B. F. UNDER WOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Burcxss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188 pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Jogx . Fully reported. 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 cents, ` 


. 


mauri 


SEEKER LIBRARY 


No. . : BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
A. The Truth Beeker Annual and Freethink- 
Ors’ Almanac. 2 

2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- ne 

- ener ; 

8. Age of Reason. „ AD 
4. ‘Answers to Ohristian Questions. D. M. 

Bennett...... EXER a ORE ANKE R. XE RE KR 25 

5, Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck... 20 

6. Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire........ 10 

í. Ingersoll’s Address on Shakepere......... 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 


Yearly subsoribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book-sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Pretace by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
irls and a younger brother Who were left parent: 
esp, with little money, fair education, an much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
poing to-Chicago. The autnoria also the heroin. 
he narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Chicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
Soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and, appreciates is Buro to be, Worth the attention 

of the rest of the world. Price 26 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com - 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


‘Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of Yankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
-Evening Hail and Oharles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 

A Reply to Father Lambert's 
“Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 

' "Post free. 


Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence, 382 pages. Price, 15 
conta. E h G 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Secularism: Destruetiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents., . 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. ‘A 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which asthe More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

‘Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners-Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel ef. 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Beli:fand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Ehe American Secular Union ; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine ‘Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover, 
Price, 10 cents. 5 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rey, Dr. R, F. Burne, of Halifax, 
N. S. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Ohristianity. 3. Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 


22 pages in 


5 Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 Pages. Price, 
cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 


28 Lafayette Pl.. Now York. 


on my Corsets, Belts, Brushes and Medicines. 


AGENTS make [00 PER GENT and in 8748 GASH Prizes 
^ Sample free. Territory. Dr. Bridgman, 375 B'way, N. Y. 


SCIENCE VERSUS. RELIGION, 


OR, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature, 


‘By ROBT. d. INGERSOLL, 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
l Whitman. : 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
shed at this office. 


TRUTH 


SEEKER, 


RUN HGS) 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 91, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition.. 
PRICE. TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 

CONTENTS: What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man's Fall, and the Christian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man's Position, 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. 
of the Individual. 
Society. Rights of Government. 
ciety to Oriminals. Duty of Self Culture. 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


Duties of 80 
Mar- 


LOOKING BACKWARD | 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff's Process," etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light nd in it satisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishness.—[Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable snd feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 


The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 


actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 
12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 500. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales ine, *ounded on the destruction of 


the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. O. MIDDLETON, 


Price, le 10 cents. 


GO! 


DOWN THEY 


Best make American Stenwind Watches, 15 


jewels, adjusted, pat. regulator, in silverine vasge. 


only $11; in 8 ounce coin silver, $16; 4 ounce, $17 


(a few years ago $60). In best 14 kt. filled gold 
cages, Open face, $70; hunting, $23 to $28; 14 kt. 
solid gold. $40 to $100; same, not adjusted, $2 less ; 
11 jwis. $3.60, and 7 jwis. $5 less (lower grade 
watches, $5, $4, and $2 50). 

THE PERF«CTs#D “OTTO WETISTFIN” 
WA OH, much finer than above, full adjusted to 
heat, cold, and position, 16 jwis, and all modern 
improvements, nickel movement, cased as above, 
$8 more, gilt mov't. $6 more. No one else in the 
world sends out s0 good a watoh at the price 

LADIS’: GOL BUNTING AMERICAN 
WATOHRS, latest styles. best filled, 7 jwis. $17; 
11 jw!s. $18 t0; 15 jwls. $25; 14 kt. solid gold, $10 
to $100 more. All sent prepaid, kept inorder one 
year, and.cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

DIAMO : in rings, pins. drops, studs, eto., 
$10: $15; $25; $50; $100 to $1,000 per set. Cash re- 
funded, if not 20 per cent below regular price, 
any time within one year, | 

WEDDING RINGS: Plain, chased, with pearls, 
emeralds, rubies, moonstones, opale, garnets, 
turquoise, solitaires or combinat ons, a specialty. 

SUNDRIES : Rogers Bros’. triple plated knives, 
$1.75, forks; 1. 75; Tea spoons, $1.80; Tables, $3.49; 
Best spects. in the world, ${; Pebbles, $2; 14 kt. 
gold, $5 more (send line of finest print you oan 
read without glasses 14 inches from eyes); Gold 
headed canes, $8; $10; $15; $20. Best razor—a 
luxur:—$2; Solid silver spoons, 31.70 per ounce. 
Souveneir spoons, silver, 21.25 to $2; fea Bets, 


‘$20 to $40; everything in the line of fancy table 


silver, novelties, piush, and art goods, gold pens. 
eto. All sent prepaid (except cutlery) subject to 


exchange or Cash back. 

: OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Established 1857. Rochelle, III. 
Send for price lists, beautiful cards in colors 

and gold of my Freethought badges (large and 
smal), tracts, etc. Free. 


RRR, and TRAVEL. is immense. 


be found as instructive or amusing. 


PAY W 


ers, and ship to all parts of the world. If you 
Entertainments for pleasure, or Public 


Air teh Go K. 0 ferit, Nee Fart, 


tlons and Pep- 
ular lllustrat- 
wed Lectures 


Dame this paper, and send for our 


MCALLISTER, 


DECEMBER B. 1891. 


Price $1. 


Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
Duties and Obligations of 


For Home Amusement and Parlor 


GIRARDS WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOBÉ 


01 she perversion of Stephen Girard'smagnificeut 
E 


"teg to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men's 
hristian Associo- 
tion. 
By Biou. B. WesrEnoor, D.D., LL.D. 


Address Tux TRUTH BESEER. 


New Zdition, Revised sad Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
' 38 Lafayette Place, New Tork. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
sale at this office. Price, 5U cents. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


Bx JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” ** The Real Blasphemers,” “ Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., etc. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 


ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 


that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it so richly 
merits.—[The American Idea. 


Oloth, 12mo, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A OOLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 


For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home. 


COMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 


Prioz, . 5 $ $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., Says: 


Strange cases cured by my MEDICAL DIS- 
COVERY come to me every day. Here is one of 
Paralyeis-Blindness—and the Grip Now how 
does my MEVICAL DISGOVERY cure all there : 
I don’t know, unless it takes hold of the Hidden 
Poison that makes all Humor. 


VIBGINIA CITY, NEVADA: Sept. 9/7, 1891. 

Donald Kennedy— Dear Sir: Lwill state my case 
to you: Abous nine years agol was raralyzed in 
my left side, and the best doctors gave me no 
relief for ' wo years, and I was advised to try your 
DISCOVERY, whicn did its duty, and in a few 
months I was restored to health. About four years 
ago I became blind in my left eye by a spotted 
cataract. Last March I was taken with La Grippe, 
and was confined to my bed for three months. At 
the end of that time. as in the start, then it struck 
me that your DISCOVERY was the thing for me; 
80 I got a bottle, and before it was half gone I 
was able to go to my work in the mines. Now in 
regard to my eyes, as I lost my left eye. and about 
six months ago my right eye became affected with 


black spots over the sight as did the left eye | J 


perhaps some twenty ef them—but since [have 
been using your DISCOVERY they all left my 
right eye but one; anc, thank God, the bright 
light of heaven is once more making its appearance 
in my left exe. I am wonderfully astonished at it. 
and thank God and your MEDIOAL DISOOVERY. 
Yours truly, Hank WHITE. 


AN INFIDEL REMEDY. 


SEND 10 CENTS TO 
Dr, FELLOWS, 
VINELAND, N. J. 
for his book on youth- 
ful errors, early decay, 
wasting weakness, lost 
manhood &c. It sets 
forth an External Ap- 
plication—a_ reliable 
home cure,with fulldi- 
rections for use. Its 2 

certainty, no failure. 
State where you saw 
this advertisement. 


D 
> 


A patient writing from Da-enpori, Wash., 


gays; "Your r medy is marvellous, and will 
accomplish what is said it will do. The value 
of which is untold.“ 4 


AND STEREOP,TICONS 


afford the best and cheapest means of object teaching for 
Colleges, Sehoole, and Sunday Schools. Our as. 
zortment of Views, illustrating ART, SCIENCE, HISTORY, 
Entertainment, etc., nothing can 
OF Church Extertalnments, Publie Exhibi- 
OT A very profitable business for 

L L a person with small capital. We are 

u sits largest manufacturers and deal 

wish to know how to order, how to conduct Parlor 
MAKING MONEY, 

€ 


h 
Exhibitions, ete. for 


Been ait oe So E APR pe 


Eiheral Slestings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Libera ld 
may ba visiting the places where these socie- 
ties aré located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Socteties meeting regularly cán 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for. 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger - 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th gtreet. ES. 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Matket 
st. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7:30. Lectures, debates, and discus. 
sions on all important secutar subjects. Pres- 
ident, Henny Bren; Secretary, CORA BELLE 
Ladd. 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa: 
tion 


Meets at Fraternity rooms, Beu ord avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D., at 3 P.M., every 
Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat. 
form free. Obarles Monholland, secretary, 94$ 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 25. 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sta.. at 2:30 and 7:20 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speskersinterest the audience. N.B.—Tra 

Seekerpublicationgalwaygon hand at cheap rates 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at! 
P.M., at the town hall. I friends of human 
cultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Seo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Aliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Church, at 
10:30 A.M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects, 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTH SREEKRHR and Investi. 
gator are solicited. R. G. Burr, Oor. Boc. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., 1 
Fort Dearborn Hall, 181 West Madison streat. 
and at 116 Fifth avenue. Lectures and debates. 
Strangers from abros are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Ciab 


Holds meetings every Bunday eveni t 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). Leokure allowed 
by debates. The public cordially Invited. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Meets every Sunday evening at Uni 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 orlook. A cordial vie 
tation is extended to all. Beats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union . 


Meets every Bunday at 7:30 p.m. in Maodon- 
ald’s Hall in Port Angeles Wash. Lect- 
urea, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK Morse, Cor. Bec. 


The West End Progressive Lib: 
eral Union : 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, p.m., at Parr’ 

Hall. Everybody invited. Mns. R. M. BERRA. 

Pres.: J. H. MOWrLIAMS. Reo. Sec. 


The Walig Waila Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 3 pm. in Grand Armi 
hall Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val: 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. BEyNOLDS, Pres.; A.W. CALDER: Bec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house, 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. Rrox, Pres. ; 
. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHARLES SHEA, feo. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Club, 


Meets every Runday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, a.m. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. Col. A. HARRIS, Pros. 
Isaao8. Ler, Bec. 


Liberal Association of Austin, 
Tex. 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York, 

With Fine Steel Engraving or Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black oloth, silver ride stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SSSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By Lupwid FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot. 
Price, $3. 
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Hews af the Beek. 


Ar Sholavandan, south India, to propitiate 
a goddess and remove small-pox, cattle 

lague, and famin a man was swung by 
fooks through the fiesh of his back from a 
pole erected inacart. The cart was drawn 
in procession, and the supporting muscles 
were nearly torn through. 


FonsEocA, the would-be 
dictator of Brazil, re- 
Signed in favor of the 
vice-president. 


New York Jews will 
form a club for legal de- 
fense of members of their 
race against assaults of 
hoodlums. 


ExdIIsH country doc- 
tors are complaining that 
parsons swell their sal- 

. aries by practicing medi- 
cin, though unlicensed. 


BUPERINTENDENT MAO- 
DONALD of New York’s 
insane asylums refutes- 
by statistics the notion 
that insanity is increas- 


WORLD’S SAGES, THINKERS, 
AND REFORMERS. — 


Biographies of 800 of the Leadiag Philosophers, 
Teachers, Skeptics, Innovators, Fonnders of 
New Schools of Thought, Eminent Boien- 
tists, eto. (who were not Christians), 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. 8vo, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g. e., $4.50. 


` BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


ing. 


In Persia the high 
priest of the Shia’h sect, 
the chief religious body 
of the Jand, fomented a 
revolt, but it was sub- 
dued. 


Tux strongest oppo- 
nents of Canadian an- 
nexation are the aristo- 
crats who hold titles 
which would be lost 
were their country an- 
nexed. 


GLADSTONE says that 
the Liberals when they 
regain office will em- 
power local bodies to 
take Jand to distribute in 
small allotments among 
landless laborers, 


As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away; so he that goeth down to the grave shall come up no more. He 
shall return no more to his house, neither shall his place know him any more.—Job vii, 9, 10. 


Some Jews are urging 
their co-religionists to 
erect in New York or 
Washington a monument inscribed, **O 
America! without righteousness no nation 
can liv!” 


Tux pious French-Canadians are, complains 
Abbe Dugas, being ruined by love of p'easure 
and dress, intemperance, idleness, demorali- 
zation from thepolitical system, and distaste 

or agriculture. 


A Jesuit spy was discovered in the char- 
acter of servant in the household of the mar- 
quis of Salisbury, premier of England, where 
he had been placed to learn secrets concern- 
ing the Vatican. 


JxwisH leaders say that ‘‘ the general intro- 
duction of Sunday services to the Jewish 
temples of America is bound to come,” and 


that * any attempt to force the Jewish people. 


to attend services on Saturday will be futil.” 


Conversion of Princess Sophie of Prussia, 
now wife of the crown-prince of Greece, to 
the Greek church, has introduced an element 
of discord between Germany and Greece, 
and strengthened Russia's influence in the 
latter. 


Tue Pennsylvania storm of the 23d ult. 
demonstrated the diafavor in which churches 
are held by providence by blowing down a 
remarkable number of those buildings. At 
55 children who had sheltered in one were 
killed. 


Mes. Saran Brown was arrested for talk. 
ing wildly on religion in New York streets. 
She said: I won't do it again, unless I hav 
a summons from on high. Then what can I 
do? I must speak. She had become de. 
ranged by mission work. 


To the suggestion of some Catholics that 
Italy be made a federal republic with the 

ope as head of one of the states, Catholic 
fenders reply that it would not solve the 
pspal question even if the pope were made 
perpetual president, and this is not talked of. 
As governor of a state in the federation, the 
pope would be in the same position theoretic. 
ally which he now occupies. He would be a 
citizen of Italy, not an independent sover- 
eign.” 


Ar the county hospital at San Francisco 
Mrs. White, in the surgical ward with a 
broken leg, converted several of the ward’s 
occupants to belief in faith cure. The speedy 
knitting of her broken bone, she said, was 
due not to the processes of the skilled sur- 
gecns, but to her believing prayers. She had 
her converts promis that at a certain hour 
they would leave bed, kneel in prayer, throw 
aside crutches and tear off such splints as 
any might hav, and walk home. At the 
hour attendants rushing in at cries of pain 
found Mrs. White and another lady writhing 
on the floor and others with their splints 
about torn off ready to make the attempt. 
No one was seriously injured but Mrs. White, 
whose leg was rebroken and wrist sprained. 


'QODS AN 


| ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


| Vol. I. Giva a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jes empor VoL 1L Doseribes ally all " 
0,835pp. Vol. II. Describe & 
the Religious Systems of the World. 
Svo,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
9 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


TI. 
SEEKER OO. 


BY D. M. BENNE 
THE TRUTH 


JOB BELEVETH NEITHER IN GHOSTS NOR RESURRECTION. 


THIRD EDITION. 


My Religious Experience. 
By S. P. Putnam. 
Price, — — 25 cents. 


OTHER WORKS BY §. P. PUTNAM. 


The New God. Price, 10 cents. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


its Scientific Solation, with some Criticiems 
of Un versology. Price. 20 cents. ; 


Waifs and Wanderings, A New 
American Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 
50 cents, “A prose epic of the war, rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day."—John Swinton's Paper. 


Golden Throne, A Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine 
oreativ Spark is with him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manl 
worts—the transcript of a manly mind. 
Every Liberal should read Golden Throne.“ 
—Ingersoll. Price, $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 


in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galiean Reformer, wherein 
it is showa there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

“Tt 


Prometheus, A Poem. is 


crammed with Jife, thought, and profound 

emotion, poured forth, it seems to me, with 

1 pias beauty.“ Dr. Henry W. Bellows. 
ice, $1. E 


Why Don't He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic poems. Price, 10 cents. 


Adami aud Heva. A poetic version 
of the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
which its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 
For all of the above address 

THE TRU:'H SEEKER: OO, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


FOR SALE. 
A Farm of 24 Acres. 


Splendidiy located. Rich soil—oan raise wheat, 
r 


ey, eto. Orchards produce largely. House, 


b 

barn, and other buildings in firat-olass condition. 
Is called da model farm.” Within a short dia- 
tance of New Yorkoity. Price reasonable on easy 
terms. Owner (an old TRUTH SEERER subscriber) 
retiring on account of old age. 


dress . WHITE, 
: Bed Bank, N. J. 


WATER OF LIFE 
Is Doing. Wonders in Curing the Sick, 
Write for pamphlet, to J. B. PERRY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 
Friends wil! please send stamp for ciroulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Bnowvilio, Ya. 


ONLY 2 CENTS. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 


. Wixon, Allen Pringle, Wm: 


ard Hodgson. 8 
The publication will be forwarded to any address 
in the United States or Canada on receipt of an 
American two gent postage stamp. 
Address F REETHINKERS“ MASATIN 
u 


Oy N. . 


SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE 


BEING 
A POPULAR ACOCUNT OF THE 
FORMATION AND DEVELOP. 
MENT OF THE CANON. 


BY 
BRONSON D. KEELER. 


CoxrENTS.—The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Qnoted as Seripture 
Books which are Now Oalled Apooryphal The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 


W. S. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought 


CONTAINING 


In condensed and systematized form a vast 
amount of 


Evidence Against Christianity, 
Selected from the Writings of the 
Leading American and European 
Freethinkers and Scientists. 


Of his work Mr. Bell says: “I hav aimed in 
preparing this work to put into compact and 
orderly form & large amount of irrefragable 
evidence assinet the superstitions of the chnrch. 
T hav often felt the need of such a work for my 
own use. The matter herewith presented has 
been culled from some of the ablest writers living 
and dead. Asa book of reference I hope it may 
be & valuable sid to all investigators and truth- 
seekers Its running headlines, ohapter heads, 
mcm and classified subjects make it a hand- 

ook. 

Price 21.25. Address this office, ` 


D RELIGIONS 


Gams of 


Thought. 


Men are imaginary invalids, whose weak- 
ness empiries are interested to encourage, 
in order to hav sale for their drugs. .They 
listen rather to the physician who prescribes 
a variety of remedies, than to him who rec- 
ommends good regimen and leaves nature to 
herselt.— D^ Holbach, : 


TEE immense majority 
either never 6xamin the 
opinions they hav inher- 
ited, or examin them go 
completely under the 
dominating influence of 
the prejudice of educa- 
tion, that whatever may 
hav been the doctrins 
they hav been taught, 
they conclude that they © 
are 80 unquestionably 
true that nothing but a 
judicial blindness can 
cause their rejection.— 
Lecky. 


For hundreds of years 
the church fought with 
all its power the science 
of medicin. Priests used 
to cure diseases by sell- 
ing little pieces of paper 
covered with cabalistic 
marks. They filled their 
treasuries by the sale of 
holy water. They healed 
the sick by relics—the 
teeth and ribs of saints, 
the finger.nails of de- 
parted worthies, and the 
hair of glorified virgins. 
‘Infidelity said.: Send 
for the doctor." Theol- 
ogy said: ‘Stick to the 
priest." Infidelity—that 
is to say, science—said : 
** Vaccinate him.” The 
priest said, * Pray; I 
will sell you a charm.” 
The doctor was regarded 
88 & man who was en- 
deavoring to take from 
God his means of pun- 
ishment.— Ingersoll. 


Bram shows the char- 
acteristics of & country 
where theological: con- 
siderations hav been all- 
controling for centuries. Down to the 
interference of Napoleon with that kingdom, 
all sanitary efforts were looked upon as 
absurd if not impious. The most. sober 
accounts of travelers in the Spanish peninsula 
until à recent period are sometimes irresistibly 
comic in their. pictures of peoples inzisting 
on maintaining arrangements more filthy 
than any which would be permitted in an 
American backwoods camp, while taking 
enormous pains to stop the pestilence by 
bell-ringings, processions, and new dresses 
bestowed upon the local madonna; yet here, 
too, a healthful skepticism has begun to 
work for good; the outbreaks of cholera in 
recent years hav done some little to bring in 
benor sanitary measures. — Prof. A. D. 
e. Bj 


Ir mind can be followed down to the first 
instinctiv motions of the earliest forms of 
matter, and is proved to depend on the 
organism, may it not yet be shown that the 
first motion that signifies intelligence is ag 
truly a development from the inherent nature 
of matter as is the growth of the structure? 
The assumption that there is an eterna] dis. 
tinetion between mind and matter, and that 
it was necessary at some point for a God to 
step in and conjure the principle of mind 
into matter, would thus be shown to. be false 
by the proof of the theory that matter has 
always possessed the principle of determin- 


ing the actions of matter which we call mind. 


—Robert O. Adams, : 


Asfar as Jehovah is concerned, Mary, it 
would seem, can be of advantage to him in 
only one way. There are, or were, $o many 
bottles of her milk among the convents of 
Christendom that, undoubtedly, she must 
be mighty in the lactation line. She very 
likely supplies Jehovah with milk, and saves 
him the expense of keeping an Alderney cow. 
But we may place as a set-off to this the 
report of a recent tourist in Italy, who asserts 
that 150 convents hav each the head-dress 
of the Virgin. What a sum she must hav 
run up for bonnets! To suppose that a man 
in the position of Joseph the Carpenter paid 
for these bonnets is sheer nonsense. No 
doubt, when he discovered the extravagant 
character of the Virgin,” he inserted an 
advertisement in the Jerusalem Gazette and 
Bethlehem Courier: 

» JOSEPH, OAR AND 
wiight, of Jezebel Bis NuskiethA du heros gl 
notice that. after the 18th of this month Nisan, 
a ed be ae mye W for debts oon- 
“The Virgin.” i 
No doubt Jehovah had to put his hand deep 
into his breeches „pocket and pay for these 
bonnets. Pestered with his poor relations, 
and especially by this horrible Mary, all 
things considered, Jehovah has written re- 
markably well. Iam free to admit it to be a 
wonderful thing, under the circumstances, 
that the Bible is such a sensible book as it is. 
Saladin in God and His Book. 
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SATAN BECOME A SAINT? 


Holes and Clippings. 


Tux Catholic Review says that apart from 
political and commercial interests, religious 
hatred always holds a more important place 
jn South American questions than Catholics 
imagin. 

WirH the desire of giving her husband a 
true picture of herself, à woman in Atchison, 
Kan., had her photograph taken as she ap- 
peared at daily housework in her kitchen 
dress, with a baby on one arm and broom 

, and dustpan on the other. 


Remenyy, the violinist, was unable to keep 
his engagement at Seidl’s concert Sunday 
evening because Sunday trains, with one or 
two exceptions, are prohibited in Connecti- 
cut. It may be doubted, says the Herald, 
whether any state has a right to interfere 
with the running of through trains across 
its borders. The train service from Massa- 
chusetts to New York through Connecticut 
is interstate commerce, and the courts hav 
repeatedly held that such commerce is beyond 
the control of a state. Only Congress has 
the constitutional right to regulate it. 


Ds. Lenz says that when he went to Fez, 
one of the capitals of Morocco, he found a 
most unlooked-for custom among the women. 

` Mohammedans are not supposed to drink 
spirituous liquors, but Dr. Lenz says the 
women in Morocco are universally addicted 
to the practice. The Jews make & brandy 
for which their customers are almost exclu- 
sivly Moorish women. While the men are 
strict prohibitionists, the women drink brandy 
jn large quantities. Women who. came to 


Dr. Lenz’s house to see his Moorish servants 
never failed to ask him for a glass of wine or 
cognac, and he was surpriséd to see the 
quantities they could drink. 


ARE the country people wickeder than the 
city people? The Sun truly hopes that they 
are not, but the proceedings of the Episcopal 
congress held in Washington last week, it 
says, show that one of the eminent divines 
who was a delegate to that body believes that 
they are. When the subject of ‘mission 
work” was before the congress, the Rev. 
Dr. Nicholls, of New Haven, made a speech 
urging the church to maintain its missions in 
the rural regions, and, according to the report, 
he ‘characterized the wickedness of the 
country as vastly worse than the wickedness 
of the city. He even went so far as to express 
his fear of the bad influence that the country 
exerts upon the city. This is not the ordinary 
view of the case, or the romantic, poetic, 
idyllic, bucolic view, and we must await the 
evidence in support of it which the Rev. Dr. 
Nicholls, of New Haven, Conn., is doubtless 
prepared to present. 


I asxep a scholarly New Yorker, says a Sun 
writer, who recently traveled through Turkey 
in Europe under favorable circumstances, 
whether he had seen in the Mohammedan 
world any signs of the higher criticism ” of 
the Koran, or any challenging of the authority 
of Mohammed, or any evidence of the influ. 
ence of science and of modern thought upon 
the popular religion there. He replied that 
he had not. He thought that the new spec- 
ulation of the age had not affected the Mos- 
lem mind in any way; that all such things as I 


had asked about were as far beyond the range ' 


of Islamism in our times as they had been in 
past centuries, and that orthodoxy and 
fanaticism still reign supreme in Turkey and 
in all its mosques. It is to be said, however, 
that the opinion of this scholarly traveler is 
not sustained by all other observers of things 
Turkish. One of these others alleges that 
there is a school of rationalists among the 
Turkish Mohammedans, though few outsiders 
become aware of its existence. The disciples 
of the higher criticism of the Koran find it 
advisable to refrain from bombilation. 


TER antagonism between state and church 
in Brazil is becoming acute. The govern- 
ment charges the clergy with having engaged 
in machinations for the restoration of the 
empire, and the clergy accuse the government 
of being hostil to the interests of the church. 
The clergy hav never liked the republic, and 
hav remained, with few exceptions, attached 
to the imperial house. Their feelings of 
hostility to the republic hav been intensified 
by irregularity in the payment of salaries. 
When the official connection between the 
church and state was declared abolished, the 
federal government engaged to provide for 
the payment of all salaries to the existing 
functionaries of the hierarchy and to support 
the chairs in the seminaries for one year, 
leaving it to the provinces to do as much 
more as they pleased in the interest of 
religion. Most of the provinces hav chosen 
to do nothing, and where priests hav died 
altars remain vacant for want of & salaried 
ministry. The Brazilians, unaccustomed to 
voluntary contribution for clerical support, 
are learning to neglect religion, and the 
church sees the people slipping away from it. 
These circumstances hav created a bitter 


feeling and tended to intensify the attach. 
ment of the clergy for the Catholic house 
of Braganza, which never neglected them. 
The government, on the other hand, which 
had paid little attention to the signs of clerical 
discontent, now recognizes the clergy as 
politically hostil and possibly dangerous, and 
steps will doubtless be taken on the 
reassembling of congress toward abolishing 
any remaining responsibility of the federal 
government for the support of the church 
establishment. i 


BzsrpES the reason given a week or two 
ago why the admission of women to political 
functions is regarded by Mr. Spencer with 
profound misgiving, he has in view 
another feminin trait which has arisen by 
adjustment to the conjugal relation, to the 
necessity of making a wise choice of hus. 
bands under the social conditions that hav 
long prevailed. Power, bodily or mental, 
or both, is and ever has been the masculin 
characteristic by which women are most 
attracted. Hence in women an instinctiv 
worship of power under all its forms ; and 
hence a relativ conservatism. Authority, no 
matter how embodied, politically, ecclesias- 
tically, or socially, sways women far more 
than it sways men. It follows that the sen- 
timent of reverence, which power and the 
trappings of power excite, must, if votes 
were given to women, strengthen all authori- 
tles, political and ecclesiastical. Ccöperating 
with their preference for generosity over 
justice, this power-worship in women, if 
allowed fuller expression, would increase the 
ability of public agencies to override indi. 
vidual rights in the pursuit of what might be 
thought beneficent ends, 
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Colonel Ingersoll On Liberty. 


‘Last week the Chiengo Press Olub held the first 
of its winter series of entertainments in the Audi- 
torium. Colonel Ingersoll had been invited to de- 
liver an oration, and there were present nearly five 
thousand of the most intelligent people of Chicago. 
The following appeared in the Ohiosgo Sunday 7rib- 
une: Colonel Ingersoll came on tho platform a few 
minutes after 8 o'clock, and as his rosy face beamed 
on the audience the thousands responded with a 
generous burst of decorous appiause. The lecturer 
was introduced by Henry D. Lioyd, and spoke as 

follows : 

FREEDOM DEFINED, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, what do I mean by liberty? 
Let me explain myself. If a man is prevented from 
going where he desires by a range of mountaine, or 
by a swiftly flowing river, or by wild beasts, he does 
not feel that he hes been enslaved. If he comes to 
the bank of & river which he wishes to cross, and 
there are tigers on the opposit shore, he does not 
feel that he has been robbed of his freedom. But 
if there is a man like himself on the other side with 
a gun, who says he shall not cross, he feels that bis 
freedom has been interfered with. In other words, 
the idea of liberty, the greatest and grandest that 
can enter the mind of man, is not to be interfered 
with by like intelligences, whether on earth or in 
heaven; not to be interfered with by those who oan. 
gloat over the victory. And in the world of thought, 
in the world of speculation, there should be nothing 
but absolute liberty. [Applause] In the world of 
action my liberty stops where the liberty of another 
commences, but in the world of thought there are 
no possible limitations. [Applause.] There is room 


in the intellectual sir for every wing, there is room: 


out on the intellectual seg for every sail, and in the 
great republic of mind, one is a majority; every 
brain, every soul is a sovereign, robed and crowned 
absolutely free. 
good citizens giv to every other human being every 
mental right they claim for themselvs. [Applause. ] 
And in that republic whoever appeals to force is & 
traitor. So, to-night, for the most part, I wish to 
Bpeak of the liberty of thought, the right to investi- 
gate, the right to guess for yourself, the right to 
people the future according to your own fancy, and 
to paint such pictures upon the canvas of the be- 
yond as you want [applause], dictated to by none 
others. And if there be gode, I giv to them the 
same right that I claim for myself. [Applause.] I 
liv in à republican government, and 1 want to liv in 
a republican universe [applause], and if there is to 
be $n arbiirary being who is to control the thoughts 
‘and loves and passions of men by brute force, let us 
elect him. [Laughter and applause.] 
BELIEFS OF OLDEN TIMER. 

In the good old days—and not so very many days 
ago—our forefathers (and I hav no doubt they were 
honest) absolutely believed that it was necessary for 
all human beings to think alike, especially on those 
questions about which nobody knew anything for 
certain, [Laughter and. applause.) Our good fore- 
fathers really believed that there was somewhere in 
the infinit expanse & being whose happiness could 
be interfered with by some poor man crawling upon 
this obscure earth. They believed it; and they be- 
lieved that this being had promised eternal joy to 
all who should think in a certain way; and had 
threatened eternal misery to all who had a mind of 
their own. [Laughter.] Now, so believing, our 
ancestors—they are all dead, and that is the best 
thing I can say about them—([laughter]—our ances- 
tors, acting logically from the belief, logically from 
the premises, said we will make everybody believe 
the same—and they thought they could do it. And 
yet all the mechanics of this world, all the ingenuity 
that has ever been born in the subtle brain of man, 
cannot make two clocks that can keep time alike one 
minute. [Laughter.] It is impossible. All the 
ingenuity of the world, aided with all the machinery 
that has leaped from the brain of man, cannot make 
two things alike, and no one man can do it, and 

nature cannot do it. [Applause.] In all the forests 
that clothe the world there are no two leaves exactly 
alike. And now, when autumn has come upon us, 
and that wonderful officer called Death has painted 
every leaf of all the trees, no two hav been painted 
alike. And yet our old forefathers absolutely 
thought they could make thousands and billions of 
human beingr—esch clad in a robe of living, throb- 
bing, passionate flesh, each driven by the storms of 
paseion over life's sexe—think exactly alike. Utterly 
impossible! And if you could, what a stupid world 
this would be. [Laughter and applause. ] 

INTELLECTUAL SPLENDORS BORN OF FREEDOM. 

I believe in the intellectual splendors born of free- 
dom and diversity inste&d of the stupidity and or- 
thodoxy of force as applied to the brain of man. 
Yet our forefathers believed it and they acted on the 
belief. When I used to read the old stories about 
burning people and torturing them do you know'I 
could not realize it? It never seemed to me that it 
was really so, and it never took hold of me until?I 
saw the instruments, the arguments that our fore- 


And in that republic of mind all. 


fathers used. I saw, for instance, two little pieces 
of iron attached together by screws, and when some 
man—well, when he said he didn’t believe a fish 
ever swallowed a sailor to keep him from drowning, 
then they put these two pieces of iron on his thumb, 


and the gentlemen who loved their enemies began 
screwing these two pieces of iron together. 
[Laughter and spplause.] They said to this man: 
" You hav made a mistake in your logic; you hav 
dropped a link; we do this to call your attention to 
the subject.” [Laughter and applause.] So they 
kept on until finally the poor wretch, suffering the 
agonies of the fabled damned, said: “I hav made a 
mistake” [laughter]; and I do not blame him. I 
think I should hav done the same. I would hav 
said : Write it down, and I will sign it; hav one 
god ora billion, but stop that.” ¶ Long · oontinued 
laughter and applause.] And do you know to-night 
I wish thera never had been a martyr in this world? 
[Laughter.] A race that has to be raised from bar- 
parism to civilization by the agony of martyrs had 
better remain in the mud where it started. Avd yet 
there was now and then a fellow who was such a 
brave soul he would not recant; and then these 
gentlemen who were all forgivness screwed this 
down to the last thread. And had it not been for 
such men all of us would hav been barbarians to- 
night; all of us naked, with pictures of wild beasts 
tattooed on our flesh, dancing around a dried snake 
had it not been for that splendid spirit which said: 
“I will be true to myself; I will never stain the 
whiteness of my soul"—-and, understand me, I am 
sorry they did it. 
OTHER “ARGUMENTS” OF OUR FOBEFATHERS. 

And so I saw another of the arguments of our 
forefathers, “ the collar of torture.” Imagin a circle 
of iron, and on the inside of that more than a hun- 
dred points sharp as needles. This being fastened 
upon the throat the sufferer could not sit down, 
could not stand or walk; he could not stir without 
being punctured by these needles, and in a little 
while the throat would begin to swell, and in a little 
while suffocation would end the sufferings of that 
man. That argument was called the “Scavenger’s 
daughter,” and when come man said, “I do not un- 
derstand your arithmetic; how can three times one 
be one, and once one be three? there is something 
wrong in your theological multiplication table,” they 
put him to this torture and kept bim in that posi- 
tion until insanity and death in pity came to his 
relief. And this is done by the gentlemen who ssid: 
“Tf smitten on the one cheek, turn the other.“ 
This was done for the purpose of spreading the gos- 
pel of “eternal love" Now, there is a mistake 
somewhere, There is such a difference between the 
argument used and the object to be attained that 


somebody has blundered. 


Aud so I saw the rack with windlass and chains 
upon which the sufferer was laid; sbout his ankles 
were fastened chains, and about his wrists also, end 
then priests began turning this windlass, and they 
kept. turning it until the ankles, the shoulders, and 
the wrists were all dislocated, and the sufferer was 
wet with the sweat of agony. And they had a 
physician standing by to feel his pulse. What for? 
To save his life? Yes. What for? What for? 
In mercy? No; simply that they might preserve 
his life that they might hav the pleasure of racking 
him once again. Aud that was done in the name of 
universal love, forgivness, and benevolence. Not 
done to one or two, but to hundreds of thousands. 
And when I saw this, I began to realize what had 
been done by superstition. 

WHERE MEN HAD BEEN BURNT. 

I also saw two places where men had been 
burnt. What for? Michael Servetus had a differ- 
ence with John Calvin. Michael Servetus said: 
“ Son of the eternal God.” That was his description 
of Jesus Christ. Calvin said: “No, the eternal son 
of God; not son of the eternal God, but eternal son 
of God.” And for that difference Michael Servetus 
was burnt at a slow fire of green wood. And when 
the wind blew the flames somewhat away from his 
body so that his sufferings were lengthened, he cried 
out to put the wood upon the other side, that he 
might die, and they locked and laughed, and would 
not answer his petition. But in the midst of flame 
and smoke, true to his conviction, he said: “ Ohrist, 
son of the eternal God, hay mercy upon me.” His 
prayer was not answered. But I say when I saw 
these things, then I realized it. When I looked at 
these arguments it seemed to me as though I had 
suffered all these things, as though I had stood 
upon the shore of exile and looked with tear-filled 
eye toward home and nativ land, as though I had 
been taken from my wife and children, taken to the 
public square with fagots piled about me, as though 
flames had played around me and scorched my eyes 
to blindness, as though my ashes hed been scattered 
to the four winds by the band of hatred, by the hand 
of cruel priests, as though I had stood upon the 
scaffold and had seen the glittering ax fall upon me. 


When I thus felt I swore that while I lived I would 
do what little I could not only to preserve but to 
augment the liberty of man, woman, and child. 
[Long-continued applause. | 


Ann certain directions. 


Bat, after all, it is a question of intellectual de- 
velopment. Tell me the religion of a man, and I 
know the point he has reached; I know what he is 
intellectually ; I know what his brain is worth. Teli 
me what he believes, and I know what he is asa 
men. So it is a question of intellectual develop- 
ment. E , i N 

RESULT OF INTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT. 

A little while ago I saw the models of nearly 
everything man has. made for his use and for his 
convenience. I saw all the models of all the water 
craft, from the dugout in which floated a naked 
savage—one of our ancestors [laughter]—a naked 
savage with teeth two inches long, with a spoonful 
of brains in the ‘back of his head; I say I saw the 
water craft of the world from the dugout up toa 
man-of-war that carries a hundred guns and miles of 
canvas: from that dugout to the steamship that 
turns its brave prow from the port of New York 
through three thousand miles of billows, with a com- 
pass like a conscience, that does not miss a throb or 
beat of its mighty iron heart from one shore to the 
other, and saw at the same time weapons that man 
has made, from a rude club such as was grasped by 
that savage when he crawled from his den and 
hunted a snake for. his dinner, from that club to the 
boomerang. Aud I saw at the same time the musical 
instruments, from the tom-tom to the instruments 
of our day, that make the air blossom with melody. 
I saw these things, and I said to myself, after all, it 
is a question of intellectual development. And I 
saw from the rude daub of yellow mud up to the art 
that has enriched the galleries of the world with its 
paintings and sculpture, from the rude god with 
five or six heads and many ears and severel rows of 
eyes, to the statue chiseled by genius with such 
beauty and such a personality that it seemed almost 
impudent to speak to it without an introduction. 
[Laughter] I saw these things. I saw books; 
books written on leaves, on the shoulder-blades of 
sheep, on the skins of wild beasts, up to the illus- 
trated volumes of our day, that enrich the libraries 
of the world—and I do not say the word library that 
I do not think of the saying of Plato: The house 
that has a library in it has a soul.” I saw these things 
and I said to myself: After all, this question of 
religion it simply a question of intellectual develop- 
ment. A man with a great brain will not hav a mean, 
selfish religion. [Laughter and applause] Well, 
now, how is it we hav improved on the dugout? 
How is it we hav improved on the musical instru- 
ments? How is it we hav improved in the arms of 
war, defensiv and offensiv? It is because the 
whole world has said we want better boats, and to 
whoever invents them we will giv wealth and honor. 

NO PROGRESS IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS. 

The whole world has said, We want better books 
The whole world has said, 
We want better music. And so from the rude be- 
ginning, we hav the instruments of our day. The 
world has held out all the rewards in its power. 
But when it came to religion, then they said no. That 
fellow in the dugout had a religion ; he was orthodox 
in his day; he believed in a devil,—the same devil 
we believe in. |Lasughter.] And let me say bere 
there has not been an improvement made on the 
Obristian devil for thousands of years. [Laughter 
and applause.] He has a long tail, arms of fire, and 
a cloven foot, such as many ministers suppose I am 
possessed of. [Laughter and applause.] That 
fellow in the dugout said: My religion is good 
enough,” and others said the same. Now suppose 
we had pursued the same course in every other de- 
partment of knowledge that we hav in religion, what 
would hav been the result? Let us be honest. Sup- 
pose the kings and priests had said—and I presume 
there was a priest, because it was a very ignorant 
age of the world [laughter |—that the dugout is the 
best ship that can ever be built, that the model was 
given to & pious sailor by Neptune, the god of all 
the seas, and any man that talks of putting a stick . 
in the middle of it and some cloth on it is a heretic. 
| Laughter and applause] He is a blasphemous 
wretch, and he should die the death. What effect, 
in your judgment, would that hav had on the cir- 
cumnavigation of the globe? If the king or priest 
had said, The tom-tom makes the finest music of 
which the imagination can conceive ; that is the kind 
of music they hav in heaven, and an angel sitting on 
the edge of a wet and fleesy cloud playing upon that 
tom-tom became so entranced, so enraptured with 
her own music that she let it drop, and that is how 


we got it [laughter and applause], and any man that 


says he can improve it by putting a back and front 
on it, and several strings, and talks about a bow and 
resin, let him die the death.” Do you believe if that 
course had been pursued that human ears ever would 
hav been enricked with symphonies of Beethoven, 
and with the operas of Wagner [applause]—the 
great music that carries the soul captiv on wings of 
fire? : 
RIGHTS HE WOULD OLAIM. . 
But the world has said: “Giv us better music; 
not beiter religion, but better music.” And sgo all 
through every development the world has said: 
“We want better." Now, I want to improve on the 
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religion of that gentleman in the dugout. All I 
want is the same right to improve on his ideas of 
heaven and God, of law and of science, that the rest 
of the world has to improve upon the dugout or 
upon the tom-tom. [Laughter and applause] But 
suppose that the king and priest had said: “ That 
crooked stick is the best plow that can ever be 
made; that was given in answer to prayer; and that 
twisted straw is the ne plus ultra of twisted things, 
‘and any man who denies it we will twist him.” 
[Laughter.] Do you believe that the fields of the 
great Northwest and of this our great and splendid 
country would hav been covered with wheat and 
corn? Now, all I ask, all I plead for, is the same 
right to improve upon his theology as upon his 
: agricultural implements. That is all. And yet some 
people go so far as to think that I am almost an In- 
fidel [laughter and applause], because I am really in 

favor of a sensible, reasonable religion, one that s 
man can put his heart and his brain into. I want a 
God, if I hav one, who is a gentleman, because I hav 
been taught that truth and justice and virtue and 
generosity are the same in every star. 

THE RIGHT OF THINKING FOR ONES SELF. 

: Now, imagin for one moment the impudence of a 
human being claiming the right to think for ‘himself 
who will not giv it to other people. If I hav not the 
right, who has? Oan I get the right by uniting with | 
a few other people in building a little church and 
putting a steeple on it and a bell in it? If each indi- 
vidual has not the right, then I say combined they 
hav not the right. If each human being on the earth 
has not the right to think, then the whole world 
has not the right to thought. [Applause] All I 
` claim is that each man be honest with himself. 
There was a gentleman, a nice man, a minister, who 
asked me if did not believe the Bible, and I told 
him frankly I did not; and he said to me: “If you 
do not believe it you ought not to say it.” Pretty 
good,” I sgaid. “Do you believe it?’ Hs said he 
did. I said: “I do not know whether you do or 

not; maybe you are following the advice you gave 

me.” . [Laughter and applause.] And do you know 

I shall ‘die without knowing whether that minister 

believes the Bible or nok. 

. Now,I say to them, “Suppose I go to Turkey and 

they giv me the Koran and say, "Read it,” and I 

read it carefully, and they ask me, Do you believe 

it?” Now, if I did not believe it what ought I to say 

—no matter whether I wanted office in Turkey or not? 
. [Laughter.] What ought I to say and preserve my 

manhood? Why, of course you say, “Say that you 

don’t believe it." Well, off in the United States I 

read your book, and when I get through and don’t 

believe it, what ought I to say? Well, they say: It 
will be better for you if you keep still" Now, that is 
all I claim—liberty for every human being. When 
you destroy liberty of mind, it has the same effect 
upon the progress of the world that it would hav 
upon the progress of the Mississippi if you destroy 
all-the little streams that feed it. If you could de- 
stroy all the springs that feed the great ocean it 
would become sand; 80 it is with the information of 
the world; it comes from individual brains ; they 
are the springs and fountains. It is the duty of 
every man to tell what he knows, that he may add to 
the sum of human knowledge, to which all contribute 
and from which all may draw. [Applause.] 
HONEST UNBELIEF VS. HYPOORISY. > 
If there is in heaven an infinit being he never will 
be satisfied with the worship of cowards and hypo- 
crits. |Applause.] Honest unbelief will be a per- 
fume in heaven when hypocrisy, no matter however 
religious it may be outwardly, will be a stench. 
That is all there is to it; giv every other human 
being all the chance you elaim for yourself; to keep 
your mind open to the voices of nature, to new ideas, 
to new thoughts, and to improve upon your doctrin 
whenever you can. That is my doctrin. 
But we are advancing, and we are beginning to 
hold all kinds of slavery in utter contempt; do you 
know that? And we are beginning to question 
wealth and power; we are questioning all creeds and 
all dogmas; and we are not bowing down to a man 
as we used to do, simply because he is in the robe of 
a clergyman; and we are not bowing down to a man 
now simply because he is a king. No! We are not 
bowing down simply because he is rich. 
When I think of how much this world has suffered 
Iam amazed. When I think of how long our fathers 
were slaves I am amazed. Why, just think of it! 
This world has only been fit for a gentleman to liv in 
for about twenty-eight years. [Laughter.] It was 
not until the year 1808 that Great Britain abolished 
the slave trade. Up to that time ber judges sitting 
upon the bench in the name of justice, her priests 
occupying the pulpit in the name of universal love, 
owned stock in slave-ships and luxuriated in the 
profits of piracy and murder. It was not until the 
year 1808 that the United States abolished the slave 
trade between this and other countries, but pre- 
served it as between the states. It was not until 
August 28, 1838, t at Great Britain abolished 

human slavery in her colonies; and it was not until 
January 1, 1862, that Abraham Lincoln wiped from 
our flag the stigma of disgrace. [Great applause. ] 


Abraham Lireoln—in my judgment the grandest 
man ever president of the United States [continued 
applaus:], and upon whose monument these words 
could truthfully be written: Here lies the only 
man in the history of the world who, having been 
clothed with almost absolute power, never abused it 
except on the side of mercy.” [Loud and prolonged 
spplause.] Think, I say, how long we clung to the 
institution of human slavery ; how long lashes upon 
the naked back were the legal tender for labor per- 
formed. : 
THE LIBERTY OF BODY. 

And let me tell you to-night what I mean by the 
liberty of body. It is to giv to every man what he 
earns With his hands. [Applause] And this great 
question of division has got to be settled even in the 
United States. [Applause] Capital takes too much; 
labor gets too little. [Applause] Labor will not 
always liv in a hut with capital dwelling in a pslace. 
[Applsuse.] Flesh and blood are more sacred than 
gold, and tha time will come when the Jaw will see 
that every man has the right to life, liberty, and the 
pureuit not only of happiness, but the right to catob 
some of it before he dies. | Laughter and applause. | 
I want to liv until there is such a thing as the aris. 
tcoracy of labor. [Applause ] I want to liv until I 
find an aristocracy of honesty, of generosity ; an aris- 
tocracy of intelligence; an sristcoracy of heart snd 
brain. Iam sick of the old kind. [Applause] I 
want liberty for every man. I do not believe in the 
law of supply and demand as applied to flesh and 
blood. [Applause] If they who toil cannot hav 
some of the good things of thia world, then I do not: 
want anybody to hav them. [Applause ] 

But if men hav been slaves, what sbout women— 
the slaves of slavas? Leb me say right here to-night, 
Iregard marriege as the holiest institution among 
men. Without the fireside there is no human ad- 
vancement; without the family there is no life worth 
living. Every good government is made up of good 
families. The unit of government is the family; 
anything that tends to destroy the family ia perfectly 
devilish and infamous. I believe in marriage, and I 
hold in utter contempt the opinions of long-haired 
men and short-haired women who denounce the in- 
stitution of marriage. [Great spplause and laugh. 
ter.] Let me say right here—and I bav thought a 
good deal about it—let me say right here the grand- 
est ambition that any man can possibly hav is to liv 
and so improve himself in heart and brain as to be 
worthy of the love of some splendid woman [ap- 
plause]; and the grandesi ambition of any girl is to 
be worthy of the love and adoration of come magnif. 
icent man. [Applause] That is my ides, and 
there is no success in life without it. If you are the 
grand emperor of the world, you had better be the 
grand emperor of one loving aud tender heart, and 
she the grand empress of yours. The man who has 
really won the heart of one good woman in this 
world—I do not care if he dies in the ditch a beggar 
—his life has been & success. [Applause] I say it 
tock millions of years to come from the condition of 
abject slavery up to the condition of marriage. 
Ladies, the ornaments you wear upon your persons 
to night are but the souvenirs of your mothers’ 
bondage. The chains round your necks and the 
bracelets clasped upon your wrists by the thrilling 
hand of love hav been changed by the wand of civil- 
ization from iron to shining, glittering gold; but 
nearly every religion has accounted for the devil- 
ment in the world by the crime of woman. What 
a gallant thing that is! And if it is true I had 
rather liv with the woman I love in a world full 
of trouble than to liv in heaven with nobody but men. 
{Laughter and applause. | 

i WOMAN THE EQUAL OF MAN. ; 

Now, my friends, ib seems to me that the woman is 
the equal of the man. She has all the rights I hav 
and one more, and that is the right to be protected. 
Thats my doctrin. You are married; try to make 
ihe woman you love happy; try to make the man you 
love happy. 
will make a mistake; but whoever loves a woman so 
well that he says, “I will make her happy," makes 
no mistake. And so with the woman who says, “I 
will make him happy.” There is only one way to be 
happy and that is to make somebody else sgo, and 
you can’t be happy cross-lots; you hav got to go 
the regular turnpike road. (Laughter. |: 

If there is. any man I detest it is the man who 
thinks he is the head of the family—the man who 
thinks he is the “ boss!“ [Laughter.] That felldw 
in the dugout used that word “boss” [laughter]; 
that was one of his favorit expressions; that he was 
“boss.” [Lzugkter.] Imagina young man anda 
young woman courting, walking out in the moor- 
light and the nightingale singing a song of pain and 
love, as though the thorn touched her heart—imagin 
them stopping there in the moonlight and starlight 
and song and saying: “Now here, let's settle who's 
boss! [Laughter]. I tell you it is an infamous 
word and an infamous feeling. A man who is 
* boss," who is going to govern in his family, and 
when he speaks let all the rest of them be stil, some 
mighty idea is about to be launched from his mouth 
—do you know I dislike this man unspeakably ; and 


Whoever marries simply for himself 


‘go near it on Sunday.” 


across man I hate above all things. What right has 
he to murder the sunshine of the day? What right 
hag he to assassinate the joy of life? When you go 
home you ought to feel the light there is in the 
house; if it is in the night it will burst out of the 
doors and windows and illuminate the darkness. 
is just as well to go home a ray of sunshine as an 
old, sour, cross curmudgeon, who thinks he is the 
head of the family. Wise men think their mighty 
brains hav been in a turmoil ; they bav been thinking 
about who will be alderman from the fifth ward; 
they hav been thinking about politics; great and 
mighty questions hav been engaging their minds ; 
they hav bought eslico at eight cents or six, and want 
to sell it at seven. Think of the intellectual strain 
that must hav been upon a man, and when he gets 
home everybody else in the house must look out for 
his comfort. A woman who has only taken care of five 
or six children, and one or two of them may be sick, 
has been nursing them and singing to them, and 
taking care of them, and trying to make one yard of 
cloth do the work of twc—she, of course, is fresh and 
fine and ready to wait upon this great gentleman— 
the head of the family. |Laughter] I don’t like 
him a bit. 


Ii 


Do you know another thing? I despise a stingy 


man. I don’t see how it is possible for a man to die 
worth $50,000,000 or $10,000,000 in & city full of 
want, when he meets almost every day the withered 
hand of beggary and the white lips of famin. 


LITTLE CHILDREN AS SLAVES. 
Now, if women hav been slaves, what shall we say 


of little children? The children are just one shade 
worse than the women. Most people hav an idea 
about bringing up children, instead of letting them 
grow. [Laughter.] You furnish a climate in the 
house, and the children will grow beautiful ; but you 
must furnish the climate. ouse 
the climate of kindness, of honesty, of justice, and of 
generosity, and just as long as the climate exists 
those children will grow free and fair and beautiful. 
I hav pity for the childrer —the children of the poor 


In your house must be 


and of the ricb, the children of the gutter and of the 
palace. I bay sympathy with them all, because they 
bav no liberty. If you want your children to tell 
the truth you must stop lying to them. | Laughter 


and applause] Over in Michigan I heard a story 
about a little boy at Grand Rapids. T 1 
mother had often promised to take him out riding, 
but they always evaded him. One day he caught 
them just as they were driving away, and he said to 
the nurse who had brought him to the door: “ There 
goes the two worst liars in Grand Rapids.” [Laugh- 
ter and applause.] I do nct believe that children 
ean be made honest through fear. 
forming power in fear. You can scare & mau 0 
badly that he won't do a certain thing, but I will 
take my oath you can’t frighten him to that degree 
that be wont want to do it. 


His father and 


There is no re- 


{Laughter and ap- 
plause.] And as long as he wants to do it there is 
no reformation. There is no reforming power in 
brutality. Obildren will grow only in the climate 
of kindness, in the climate of goodness. Giv them 
a chance to be honest. If your child tells a lie, tell 
bim you hay told lots of them, and you hav found 
out it is a bad policy. [Laughter.] Don’t pretend . 
to be a saint, because after a while your child will 
see through your robes. [Lavghter.] Let us be 
perfectly free and frar k with each other. Tell your 
boy, Tou hav never done anything worse than 1 
hav done, and probably never will" [Applause. | 
When your child commits a wrong take it in your 
arms, let it feel your heart beat against its heart, 
and let the child know that you really, truly, and 
sincerely love it. 
DIFFERENT VIEWS OF SUNDAY. 

In the old times Sunday was too good a day for 1 
child to be bappy in. [Laughter.] That is what 
this gentleman in the dugout thought. (Laughter. ] 
He said, “ You ought on Sunday to giv your entire 
mind to the goodness of Godin so arranging matters 
that nearly everybody is to be eternally damned. 
[Laughter.] You ought to go and hear a sermon of 
that kind preached and call it recreation. If you 
work all the week in the dust and the heat, and wish 
to be built up so that you shall be strong enough 
for another week, go and thank God that you are 
still out of hell.” [Laughter and applause. ] In 
those old days they believed in the doctrin: “Be 
miserable, Sunday. Don't walk out. Stay at home. 
Go to church if you go anywhere. Be sad. Wear 
the longest possible face. If there is a beautifal 
picture, don’t look at it. If there is any music, don’t 
hear it. If there are any flowers, don’t be tainted 
with their perfume. Think of hell. [ Laughter. | 
Think about corpses [laughter], and shrouds, and 
epitaphs, and worms [laughter], and graves, and the 
worm that never dies. [Laughter.| Improve your 
minds. And if there happens to be a fair in your 
neighborhood, especially if it ia a World’s Fair, don’t 
[Tremendous and long- 
continued applause] They would say: What 
shall it profit a man to lock upon the landscapes of 
a great artist, those beautiful, tender, pathetic 
things? What shall it profit & man to see the 
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Orange, mong tke orange grover, is somewhat in 
the shadow cf crthodoxy, but the sunshine of Lib- 
erslism is there also, and an eppreciativ audience 
greeted me Saturdsy evenizg, November 21st, and it 
looks. sg if the work for the future in this place 
would be on the front line. There sre stanch Lib- 
erals bere. On my srrival I was invited to the 
genis] home of Mr. snd Mre. Obss. Baker. Mr. 
Beker is a newspaper man of wide experience in this 
Western country, but he does not find that the or- 
dinery journal givs sufficient ecope for genuin re- 
form. Like many of our friends in this section he 
is interested in the Nationalist movement and the 
People’s party. He sees, however, that Freethought 
is necessery to political advance, that reform is not a 
matter of sentiment but of science. Mr. and Mrs. 
Joel Parker, Mrs. Handy, Mr. J. H. Parker, sre aleo 
zmong our allies here, and with such to stand by the 
colors I sm sure that Orange will be a pleasant 
osmpirg ground for the soldier of Freethought. 
The fires will not go out. 

I arrive in San Diego Sunday noon; Sunday even- 
ing a large audience greets me at the Opera House. 
The eubject is “Freethought snd Morality,” and I 
could not find a better reception for radical ideas. 

Oa Monday evening I hav the pleasure of meeting 
several friends of various schools of thought at the 
residence of Mrs. Calhoun and Mr. and Mrs. Sur- 
plee. Mrs. Oalhoun and her daughter, Mrs. Surplee, 
were formerly residents of New York city, where I 
met them in literary and social circles. It was pless- 
ant, after so many years of change and travel, to meet 
them: sgain. Mrs. Calhoun is well known in the 
journelistic world, being contributor to many of 
the leading papers in the way of corresponderce and 
descriptions of travel in America and the old coun- 
tries. On this Monday evening I was favored with 
the compsny of Rev. Mr. McDaniels and wife. Mr. 
MeDaniels is the Uniterian minister of San Diego. 
He ie of the broad church. He bas very little of the 
iheolcgieal bias. He looks at things from the hu- 
mazitarian síandpoint. He ig doing an excellent 
work here, sd his church is for generous and pro- 
grersiv principles. : 

Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Horton were also present. 
They represented the Spiritualist element in this 
corgr¢ gation which makes no discord. Mr. Horton 
is called the “Father of Sen Diego.’ He once 
cwred nesrly all the land upon which the city now 
siancs, end has nobly sided in building up and ad- 

vsneipg the interests of this community. His Lib- 
eralism extends even to the orthodox churches, and 
he has helped them to erect ‘temples cf worship." 
He gave the Methodist church a lot valued at $100,- 
000, snd the ministers of that dencmination de- 
voutly thanked God for the gift, but they never 
thought of thanking Mr. Horton. It would never 
do for the church to be grateful to an Infidel. Mr. 
Horton is not afraid of the word “Infidel,” and is 
always true to his convictions, and expresses them. 
He oan be generous to Obristians, but the Christians 
do not seem able to appreciate the spirit of big act. 


Mr. aud Mrs. Sidney Thomas and Mrs. Wilscn of 
tLe Theosophical Society represent this beautiful and 
transcendental philosophy, and if I were to consult 
simply my feeling in the matter I might revel in this 
r: mantic creed. Judge Thomas is president of the 
Tbeosophies! Society of San Diego, and is an able 
ar d brilliant exponent of its dcctrins. He mingles 
more common sense with his idess than I think is 
generally {be case. He presents his side of the uni- 
verse in a very attractiv manner, and would reach 
bis conclusions through ecience snd not in spite of 
it. There are subtle questions in Theosophy, and just 
where reason ends and imagination begins it is diffi- 
cult to determin. Where is the supreme genius who 
bas yet defined the exact limits of human knowledge? 
This was a delightful evening of social and intellect- 
ual entertaizment, and I must thank my old New York 
frier ds for this happy reunion on the shores of the 
Pacific. 

Tuesday morning I leave this elegsnt city, and 
take my way toward the wild mcuntairs of Oslifor- 
nis. It is delicious weather. Sea and sky mingle in 
exquieit luster. The hills sre brilliant along the vast 
horizon. The iron horse carries me aa far as Lakeside, 
twenty cne miles from the city, I pass through the 
valley of Ei Lajon, one of the lovelieet places on the 
cosat, notsble for its production. of raising, as well as 
other fruits. À 

At Lakeside I take the stage for Deecanso, twenty- 
three miles away, but it is & six hcure drive, for 
most of the road is upbill. Twelv miles distant is 
Alpine, a pretty place, the scenery around which 
might remind one of the mountainous bosom of 
Switzerland. The Emerys are here, and keep the 
store ard the post-office—Libersls from away back. 
From Alpire up the mountaizs we go on to the 
“Valley of the Old Women,” cr “the Old Ones.“ 
This is the English cf it. The Spanish is more mu- 
gica], Lut I bav not got the spell of it yet. It is said 
that the I: d ans used to bring tkeir aged here to die 
—a very ccnveniezt custcm. It saves the expense 
of burial end tombstones. In a civilized country it 


family, of all sizes. 
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costs a man about five hundred dollars to die | mountain recess. He is a born unbeliever, he says. 


decently. This is ruinous, and it seems as if the 
time was coming when only the rich man can hav the 
luxury of death and burial. The poor man muet liv 
on somehow. He cannot afford to take his last 
bresth. The Indians selected a very delightful spot 
for “the old ones," and no doubt they went to their 
eternal sleep in a happy frame of mind, with summer 
winds about them, and lofty and glorious mountains 
pointing to the dezzling sky. 

Beyond this valley we mount upward on a vast 
winding grade nearly five thousand feet above the 
level of the ses. It is here that one of the most 
magnificent prospects in the world stretches before 
the eye. It is a Pcene of marvelous splendor. Below 
is the valley with sparkles of water here and there 
in its green bosom. This valley unfolds into other 
shining valleys among glittering mountaing—hight 
on hight—until the luminous and mighty land- 
scape is lost in the effulgence of the sea, which, like 
a vast dismond, shines with blinding glory against 
the horizon. Point Loma sdvances its glowing front 
into the flood of light. The Coronado islands dimly 
tower; the hotel along the far-off beach appears 
like a fairy palace; the gigantic peaks, clothed with 
gold, a hundred miles in view, surround with mas- 
siv and tremendous shapes the soft and brilliant 
beauty that lies at their feet. It is worth a whole 
day’s journey to look upon this gloriously colored 
and immense panorama. 

From the hight of these mountains we plunge 
rapidly to Deseansc— place of rest” is what it 
means in Spanish. I suppose here is where the old- 
time pilgrims used to halt and find a night's rest 
beneath the folding bills. 

Descanso is rot & very large place. It would not 
even be called a village in this Western country. It 
consists of a store, & house, a barn, the stage-corch 
twice a day, and John Coombs postmaster. John 
Coombs is a cheracter fitted to this wild and unique 
territory. He doesn’t hav much religion sbout him, 
but plenty of human nature. He greets you in bluff 
fashion, but heartily, giva you a night’s lodging if 
you want it and a good square meal. He has a big 
I don’t know how many he has, 
and Coombs himself does not know until he counts. 
I enjoyed myself at this ranche over night. There 
were three other travelers besides myself, and I had 
y pray a time as if I had been in a metropolitan 

otel. 

This was Tuesday night. On Wednesday morn- 
ing the sir was so delightful, the prospect so allur- 
ing, that I struck out afoot for Buckman’s Springs, 
eleven miles away—my point of destination. There 
is no stege-line to this place. Coombs rather thought 
Buckman would be in to Descanso, and it was my 


-hope to meet him on the road. Five miles on my 


journey I reach Pine valley. This was the bed of en 
srcient lake. The pines skirt it all round, and the 
prospect as you come into the valley is a lovely one. 
Herbert Emery has a ranche here, the only hebits- 
tion but one between Descanso and Buckman’s. I 
made a fortunate guess, for just ss I entered the 
valley I met Buckman. We knew each other, of 
course, for Buckman is a Liberal of the old time, a 
pioneer in this country. We shook hands. Buck- 
man was on foot leading his horse. He offered me 
the use of the animal, while he took my method of 
locomotion to Descanso. I was glad of the exchange, 
and went onward. Beyond Pine valley I came into 
the wild canyon, where one might imagin himself s 
thousand miles from civilization, so desolate and 
solitsry is the outlook. If I got cff tke trail I might 
wander over into the deserts of Arizona. However, 
I am fortunate sgain. I do not meet this time a 
“solitary horseman,” but two ladies, Miss Winnie 
Buckman, and Miss Meda Grigsby, of the house of 
Buckman— daughter and granddaughter—and soon 
I am at the famous springs, famous in Southern 
Oslifornia, and many visit them, although it is an 
out-of-the-way place. Buckman discovered these 
springs about fifteen years ago. This will be a 
popular resort some day when the country is de- 
veloped. The canyon opens into s broad valley, and 
beyond sre the vast mountains. From the hights 
about there are magnificent views. The ocean can 
be seen on one side and the great desert on the 
other. One cannot spend a vacation in a more de- 
lightfol spot. There is always company. I found a 
clergyman here, Rev. Mr. Ohilds, of National City. 
He did not talk theology or religion. He was 
sensible and good-natured—a genial companion. A 
peddler, a kind of universal genius, a Yankee from 
Halifax, a traveler in every state in the Union, 
happened along about evening, and after supper he 
sang and told many stories, comical and romantic, 
until bedtime. It was quite an entertainment. 
Buckman returned the next dsy— Thanksgiving 
day, sccording to the president's proclamation. 
Buckman is a philosopher. He has been fighting 
his way in this country for nearly thirty years. His 
career is a varied and adventurous one. He is pretty 
well known throughout Oalifornia. He discovered 
the famous Napa springs, but lost possession 
through “legalized robbery.” Afterward he dis- 
covexed these springs and made his home in this 


Like Abe Lincoln, he oan tell stories by the hour of 
various happenings. He says one need not believe 
all his stories, but the ‘coon story" one must be- 
lieve. He killed three ooons at one shot. This 
beats the record. The coons were up in a tree. As 
he looked, the eoons arranged in triangular fashion, 
it occurred to him that if he shot at the hole be- 
tween them the shot would scatter and hit all three.. 
He tried it, and succeeded admirably; and that is 
the way he killed three econs at one fell stroke.“ 

Buckman is seventy-two years old, but he keeps 
hard at work. Mrs. Buckman and Mrs. Mary Pierce, 
her sister, are of this pleasant family circle where 
Freethought prevaile. I could not hav passed a few 
days of rest amidst more congenial surroundings. 

But I must hasten to work. Friday I return to. 
Descanso, ready to take the stega on Saturday morn- 
ing. Ienroll John Ooombs in Tux Terora Szxkxs 
ranks, and I hope to take a trip into this wild and at- 
tractiv country again. It is an experience unique and 
interesting. Saturday is a glorious golden day. 
From Descanso we mount the hills, and from a 
hight of five thousand feet, in the morning’s glory, 
gsze upon the wonderful panorama spread out to the 
sparkling sea fifty miles away. Swiftly we speed 
through the charming valleys. At 4 o’clock in the 
afternoon I am in San Diego. 

Saturday evening there is a delightful gathering 
at the house of Judge Thomas, and the universe and 
humanity are discussed from almost every point of 
view by broad and cultivated minds. I hav thus 
bad a week of varied work and pleasure. I hav seen 
nature in her wildest, grandest, and most beautiful 
forms, and hav touched the hights of human reason 
and imagination. The pathway of Freethought is 
hard and rugged in many respects, but after all what 
a wealth of joy it givs in the contemplation of nature 
in its real magnificence and actual grace; and in 
association with humanity in sublime and inspiring 
thoughts, and sympathy with every hope and aspira- 
tion that springs from truth itself. 

San Diego, Nov. 29,1891. Samvzn 


— M til i —— 

At the Manhattan Liberal Club. 
The Manhattan Liberal Olub still livs, but it has 
been a long time since a Traura SRERER reporter paid s 


P. Pornam. 


| nickel to Treasurer Allen for the privilege of listening 


to the wisdom of Wakeman and Weeks and the fool- . 
ish remarks of everybody else. That is, according to 
Messrs. W. and W. The club has slightly changed 
its characteristics within two or three years. In the 
days of the presidency of Horace Greeley, Oourt- 
landt Palmer, and James Parton, though Mr. Parton 
was never there, the club was almost wholly Amer- 
ican. Last Friday night most of the speakers were 
born across the ocean, and some of them were rather 
recent, though desirable, importatione. Two-thirds 
of the audience bore a foreign stamp upon their 
faces. It looks as if Americans are too busy chasing 
the almighty dollar to pursue the search for Truth 
which alone leads people to frequent the Manhattan 
Liberal Club. A few of the old attendants were 
there, however. Mr. Allen took the shining five-cent 
pieces at the door; Dr. Foote smiled down upon all 
slike; Mr. Eckert, with his chum John, was in the 
same old northwest corner of the hall, looking plump 
and prosperous as becomes a landed proprietor and 
capitalist; Mr. Ohamberlain was there, reminiscent 


‘of the recent Secular Union congress at Philadelphia, 


and George Francis Train sat at the reporters’ table, 
a big bouquet in his buttonhole, anda pencil fre- 
quently in his hand to ask paper questions and make 
suggestions to the scribe. Dr. Gunn was in the 
chair, and he, too, looked prosperous. Perhaps his 
conneotion with Joe Britton, Comstock’s discharged 
spy who has set up in business for himself, has 
brought him wealth if not reputation. 

Olegg Wright's subject was Individualism versus 
Socialism.” He did not think, he said, that he could 
instruct the Manhattan Liberal Olub, but should 
consider himself fairly successful if he said anything 
to arouse its intellectual acuteness, and to that end he 
hoped the club would on this evening be blessed 
with a copious measure of divine sfilatus. Mr. 
Wright is a small gentleman with a four-story head, 
of nervous temperament, and an ardent Spiritualistio 
orator. He is an evolutionist, inclined to religious 
heresy. Sometimes he speske under control, but on 
this occasion he spoke as himself. His discourse 
was an effirmation of evolution of the race through 
natural selection. Nature, he said, was a great 
butcher-shop. Between death and birth there was a 
persistent conflict. To liv we hay to fight, and the 
man who cannot fight well goes to the wall. But 
this struggle for existence is necessary for the devel- 
opment of the best and highest existence—civiliza- 
tion, by which he meant the development of the 
artistic and philosophical in man. Primitiv man was 
not a philosopher, as he bad probably descended 
from an ancestor who lived in a tree. 

Mr. Wright considered it necessary to remove the 
theological idea of God from the world, because God 
was used as a sort of big policeman to keep folka 
in subjection—some one to make people pay their 
rent promptly. This idea pleased Landlord Eckert, 
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greatly, but he didn’t like it when the spesker said 
‘that all rich men should join the church, as a church- 
membership certificate was a sort of diploma which 
made people stand better in this city. For Ivfiđels, 
said the orator, sre regarded as bad men, there not 
being a respectable one in the world. And the 
general Social Intellect said of a man with a new 
idea, Look at that fool! But the new ides buzzes 
and buzzes and buzzes, and finally the victory is 
achieved. The new idea becomes the thought of the 
world. 

In the religious change from poly theism to mono- 
‘theism there has been no idea not shot out of the 
gun of individualism. But you may make ten thou- 
sand ballot-boxes and you cannot throw oui a great 
man; and it is doubtful if a ballot-box can even find 
‘agreat msn. Religion is the mother of politics. 
Esch shapes the other. They rise and fall together. 
Oar religion is one God with three heads on substi- 
tuted for polytheism. Mills grind shoddy when 
brains are sesrec. The country claims to be a re- 
public, when it is really a theccracy. We stand to- 
day in tha midst of a gigentic contradiction. The 
‘Puritans were bad fathers of liberty. They were 

narrow, theologically over-baked-—destitute of im- 
‘sgination—theological lawyers. They hed hump- 
backed minds. They were elongated creatures with 
“a theological squint. New England was formed on 
‘thet squint, and it is squinting still. Conservativ 
divines are now whittling and whittling sway upon 
their theology, but when the ladies get votes they 
will probably put their God inte the Constitution of 
the country, for when women gets God wound round 
her brain, it is poor God, poor Constitution. The 
‘next priesthcod we shall hav will probably be that 
of woman. But we shall never go back to darkness 
as long as the New York World can liv and we osn 
hav the Manhattan Libera! Club. No form of gov- 
ernment can remain permanent co long as a quack 
‘doctor ean suggest changes. But could Bellamy 
bellow one thousand years it would still be neces- 
gary to bellow ten thoussnd more. Fools and phi- 
losophers cannot be placed on the same footing. 
There is no law by which a lazy man could be made 
uns useful as an energetic and thrifty one. A man 
. must hav somethiog to bope for and love. Man’s 
strongest sentiment is honor. It ia the fountain of 
glory. All institutions must be based on it. It is 
the basis of morals. The standard of honor, how- 
ever, in Washington is not the same as in Timbuctoo. 
You can’t found society upon philanthropy, for a 
oriminal may be a better helper of progress then a 
philanthropist. The sentiment of charity is weaker 
than the sentiment of honor. New York city is an 
epitome of the world, but you could not control the 
industrial conditions with the most extravagant 
' militarism of the world. 

Mr. Wright was at times considerably hazy and 
mixed, and it was difficult to tell what line of argu- 
ment he was pursuing. In general it was individ. 
ualism against Socialism, ss individuel effort wss a 
Jaw of nature by which the fittest survive. Lions 
and tigers didn't operate, but fought with tooth 
and claw. But his discourse, it seems, was intended 
to be guggestiv to the philosophers and others of 
the Olub, as when the lecturer concluded he said 
that if he hed not given them a chance to say some- 
thing he did not know how. But he desired mercy 
from his critics as he expected none from nature. 

Mrs. Donlevy, a fine little old lady with Libersl 
instincts, said the lecture was one for an ultra radi- 
cal audience. Of course those not so very, very, very 
Liberal would disagree with Mr. Wright. Sbe did 
not believe that our first ancestor bad a creed. If 
Genesis was a fable, if man came from monkeys, then 
man had been coming up all the time, and had made 
great improvements in his surroundings. We had 
railroads that would tske us to Washivgton in four 
hours. Think of our elevated rsilrogds! she enthu- 
siastically exclaimed, but the audience, most of whom 
bad had cinders dropped in their eyes from the 
street-siraddling monstrosities, did not applaud. 
People could see no mora with spiritual eyes, refer- 
ring to Mr. Wright's clairvoyant powers, than with 
natural eyes. We must depend upon the Eyesight 
above. Mrs. Donlevy defended the Puritans, regret- 
ting the degeneracy of the race since their day; 
asked the Liberals to be good to the Obristiane, and 
procure a national probibition constitutional amend- 
ment, as there was no use legislating against indi- 
vidual cider-mills and kegs of beer, and then passed 
down to the music of the chairman’s gavel. She is 
a very pleasing lady personally, buf she lacks the 
power of expressing coherent and ccordinating idese. 

Merie Louise, the Anarchist, went up the right- 
hand side of the platform as Mra. Donlevy came 

down the left-hand side. Miss Louises remarks 
: were, she said, to be but complementary of the lectur- 
erg. 
because it was based on fear, and real fear is of some- 
thing not seen of men, but superhuman, of spooks, 
as Mr. Wakeman would. say. You cen overcome the 
fear of mere human force, of bayonets, but nob this 
fear of God. 

The next priesthood she thoaght might partake 
of the characteristics of woman, her lovely nature, 


A government must of necessity be theocratic, 


for instence, but the priests would not be females. 
Her sex wouldn't hav it. She had read in a book 
that some one asked Jesus Christ why he was & man, 
and he answered them, saying he was not: only in 
outward form was he s man: his essence, or quintes- 
sence, was of woman. 

Mr. Wekemsn seid Mr. Wright's lecture was 
thoroughly bad, and, if inspired at all, was an 
sflstus from hell. He had thought that Mr. Wright 
really knew something, but his discourse was an 
spotheosis of demonism—of canvibalism. He must 
bs jiking with us, for no civilized man would say 


there is no morality higher than the acis of tigers | 


and snakes. He never wanted to hear any more of 
this rot about natural selection and the survival of 
the fittest as applied to men’s social conditions. 
This perfect savsgeism ought not io be tolerated. 
We should learn from the beavers, the bees, and the 
ents, not from the lions. The higher animals sre all 
ecOperstiv— why didn't the lecturer mention that 
fact? It ie infsmous to say that might makes right. 
Mr. Wright ought to stop preaching this germon, 
for Marie Louise was right in asserting that love is 
the basis of life. The man slways believing in “my 
destiny " was an infamous egotist. Napoleon was an 
example of the “my destiny” dcotrin, and he was a 
bad, bed man who divoreed his wife to furti er bis 
ambition. Government when in absolute control 
must be based on fear, bub when government is, but 
an administrativ function it is based on love. The 
true senge of honor was not what Mother Grundy 
said, but it was a devotion to the effort to be ertistic 
and scientific, io be civilized and to civilize; and it 
is the Eternal Woman which leads un on to heaven. 
The lecturer was awsy behind the age. Marie 
Louise ought to tell him something and let bim 
write another lecture. 

Mr. Ohavannes, of Adair Ureck, East Tonnessee, 
said there are a great meny fools in New York. 
There is also one in the Vanderbilt family, who 
possessed much more cash and property than he 
deserved. It is such rich folks who are making con- 
ditions for tigers. The world is built upon might— 
it is the law. Organization should be based on 
intelligent sympathy. The Nationalist movement 
is the development of the sympsthetio part of 
society. 

Dr. Weeks, upon hesring these diverse and dis- 
eordant opinions, cried out, “O for ten roinutes 
of tbe Great Reconciler!“ meaning the Pantarch. 
Borrowing one of the G. R.’s expressions tbe 
doctor added thet all partial truths are lies till 
the counterpsrt ia heard. In the doctors opinion 
what troubled Philosopher Wakeman about the 
lecture wes, the spesker was & medium, Spooks 
being Mr. Wekeman's grent bugbear. As for him- 
self he imsgined Mr. Wright’s contro] was some 
crusty logician—it might be Webster, for certainly 
the lecture was one of the finest pieces of composi- 
tion that Dr. Weeks had ever heard. The fool and 
the philosopher, he thought, were not so very far 
apart. The philosopher often was a foolosopher. 
Socrates, supposed to.be a great philosopher, rever- 
enced law ; but the doctor hoped there was no fool 
in this club who did that. We are all at times, 
confessed the doctor, in our fool moods, and the only 
men. and women who do not at times make fools of 
themselvs are those who are such consummate 
fools by nature that they can make nothing of them- 
selvs anyway. 

Mr. Whiting said that if Sccialism were a doctrin 
of love he would drop it. In his opinion it was a 
mere economical theory. Compare, he said, the 
construction of the West Shore railroad, private 
enterprise, and the new aqueduct, public enterprise, 
even With twelv per cent added to the cost of the latter 
for stealing. There is stealing everywhere. Social- 
ism is a matter of economy only. Sympathy and love 
are trash, utopian ideas. 

About this time it occurred to some one that George 
Francis Train had kept quiet long enough, and calls 
for the Madison square philosopher were loud. Mr. 
Train rose to his feet, hesitated a moment, and then 
went coyly forward to the platform. Mr. Train bed 
been embarrassed somewbat, he said, by Dr. Weeks's 
differentiation between fools and philosophers. The 
doctor had mentioned fools and then looked at Mr. 
Gunn, then at Mr. Wright, and finally at Mr. Train, 
till the latter was puzzled to know who was meant. 
Mr. Train sided with the lecturer of the evening. 
Mr. Wakeman could noi deny that life is war. In 
the ocean fish are sgeinst fish. Molecules are against 
molecules. In the air blood for blood is the course 
of nature. In forest animal is against animal, 
and nowhere is it worse than man sgainst man on 
earth. Mr. Wakeman had been careful in naming 
the ccoperativ animals not to mention that red ents 
always killed the black ants, and that the working- 
bees killed the drones. Love, represented by Marie 
Louise, certainly is beautiful; but out on the 
prairies bisons had been fighting for cows on sceount 
of thia love, till there is not a bison left. The Roman 
Catholics had always had s priesthood of women— 
lady superiors of convents for & thousand years. 
The priestess was the head, the Virgin Mary, of 


religion. As for the Puritans, they were the dam- 
nablest lot of old vilisins that ever were. 

At this point Dr. Gunn dropped the gavel and 
Mr. Train dropped cff the platform. Mr. Wright 


said in reply to his critica that sometimes a lecturer 
is misunderstood becarsa of bis incapacity bo put his 
thoughts plainly and sometimes because cf the 
incapacity of the audiences. 
instance no doubt of the izeapeecity of the speaker 
to raske himself plain. 
of people we would hav better brains, and with 
better brains better reasoning. 


There was in this 


When we had a better breed 


The reporter was assured thet Mr. Wright is a 


superior spesker to those immediately preceding 
him, but probably next Friday night, when the 
mother of Lillian Russel! moves onto the platform, it 
will resch the zenith of its oratorical splendor. 


——— a —— 
Sad Bereavement of a Stanch Liberal. 
. The following letter tells with piteous brevily a 


tale of sorrow end bereavement that cannot fai! to 
call forth the sympathy of every Liberal who reads 
TRR TRUTH Seeker: 


Sr. PETERS HOSPITAL, OLYMPIA, WASE., Nov. 25, 1801. 
Dzar Mr. RzxNorns: My litile baby girl Mabel, six 


months old, died here the 21st, and my wife the 23d; my 
eldest daughter Bertha, aged six, is convalescent. This sad 
blow leaves me with three little ones. 


My dear wife died as she bad lived, a Freethinker, 


believing—In the brief daytime of life, love; and in the long 


night of death, oblivion. i 
Please announce in our papers, and beg for me the con- 
sideration of those who hav sent ordera for crayons, for 

delay in executing work. . 
Yours in distress, Epwarp E. GORE. 

We realize that all must die. No msiter how 
fondly cherished, how precious to our hearts, how 
beautiful to our sight, a!l thai live must die. Love 
alone is immortal. 

Death is the inevitable law of nature. A few 
more yeere—it may be days wich some of us—and 
we too must fold around us the somber mantle of 
the grave. 

From the dark chaos cf the psst we sprang into 
existence. Earth that nourishes us shell soon claim 
us, and we be resolved beck to the elements from 
which we evoluted. All shall share our destiny; 
yet a very little while and we shall sleep beneath 
the shadow of the clouds, oblivious slike of sunshine 
or storm. 

Our loved ones die. We mourn and weep. We 
do so pity them, but ab! ‘tis we who liv—we who 
are left to carry on life's fierce battle—who are 
left to struggle with poverty, to endure and suffer, 
bereft of those who msde our toil a joy, and sweet- 
ened all our labor by their appreciation of our efforts 
to promote our loved ones comfort. 

Not for the once bright, beautiful, darling baby 
that is calmly sleeping the. never-ending sleep ; not 
for the dear loved wife, sweetly resting—all pain 
ended, never more to know care, suffering, or sorrow 
—need he weep. 

Our dead—in any case all is well with them. 
But the living, that sorrow-siricken artist left 
to care for his three poor motherless little ones—he 
indeed has occasion for mourning and tears. Time 
alone can heal the grief-crushed, bleeding heart. 

No need to beg consideration of those who hav 
sent him orders for ersyon work, on account of 
delay in its execution. Every Liberal reader will 
feel to giv practical evidence of the reality of their 
sympathy; and exert themselvs to procure him 
abuvdance of work, that he may nof hav added to 
his sfiliction and anxieties tke cruel fear of doubt as 
to obtaining means to supply the needa of his poor 
motherless babies. To sdd leck of work to his 
already great troubles were to bereave him of hope, 
reason, life. 

Address bim, Edward E. Gore, Olympie, Wash. 

O. B. REYNOLDS, 
Secretary Washington Secular Union. 
—— tip. 
Lectures and Meetings. 

W. S. BELL will lecture at Dallas, Tex., December 12th, 
18th; Flatonia, Tex., 16th, 17th; San Antonio, Tex., 20th ; 
El Paso, Tex., 28d, 24th, 25th; Phoenix, Ariz., 27th, 28th, 
29ih; San Pasquale, Cal., January 2d, 8d. 


Joun R. CHARLESWORTH’s present lecture appointments 
are as follows: November 29th, 30th, and December 6th, 
Hamburg, Ia.; 13tb, Ottumwa; 14'h, 15th, Manchester ; 
i7ib, Aurora, III.; 91st, 22d, Lexington; 28d, 24th, Biras- 
burg; 27th, 28th, Centralia; 30˙h, 81st, Waterloo, Iud.; 
January 10th, Columbus, O.; 11th, 12th, Shreve; 24th, 
Kent; 27th, 28th, Farmdale ; 29th, Pittsburgh, -Pa. 


8. p. PurNAM'S lecture appointments in California 
are as follows: Lodi, December 12th; Stockton, 13th; 
18th; Gridley, 15th, 16th, 17th. Mr. Putnam will lecture 
the first four Sundays of January in San Francisco on “The 
Evolutions of & Century.” Subject of first lecture, Evolu- 
tions—Theological and Religious;" of second lecture, 
„ Liberalism, Spiritualism, and Infidelity ;" of third lecture, 
“Industrial Evolutions;" of fourth lecture, Political 
Evolutions.” January 29th there will be a grand Paine 
celebration at Union Square Hall. On the following Batur- 
day and Sunday, January 30:h and 91st, will be held the 
state convention. 
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f : (Continued from page 787.) ; 
works of Rembrandt, that Shakspere of painting ? 
What shall it profit a man to look upon the great 
marbles of the worid—that marble of Venus de Milo, 
so perfect that it cannot be marred even by mutila- 
tion [applause ]—the grandest tribute that genius has 
ever paid to woman [applause]: what shall it profit 
a man to gaz upon these works of genius? What 
shall if profit & man to hav his family carried aloft 
by all this beauty, to ses all these things, and then 
lose his own soul? [Applause.] Do you think that 
God can calmly contemplate a workingman enjoying 
himself on Sundays? I tell you no. Let him stay 
at home in & tenement house, or let him go to 
church. Lot him there learn that his chances are 
ninety-nine in a hundred of faring worse in the 
next world than he has in this.” [Applause and 
leughter.] Oall that recreation ! 
THE WORLD'S FAIR. 

In this city we are going to hav the greatest Fair 
ever Witnessed by mortal men. [Great applause. | 
A Fair worthy of Obicago—that is saying enough 
[applause]; a Fair that will not only represent your 
progressiv spirit, your great attainments, but there 
is to be a Fair here worthy of the great republic. 
And I want that Fair open to every human being 
that comes. I want that Fair open every day in the 
week. [Applause.] I want it open Sunday. 
[Tremendous applause.] I hav no objection to 
everybody going to church Sunday who wishes to, 
but I do not wish them £o go to church for the same 
reason that the man had who went home about 4 
o'clock in the morning. His wife said to him: 
“ John, what makes you come home this time of 
night?” He says, “Mary, to be honest with you, 
every other place is shut up." [Laughter and 
applauce.| I want every man to enjoy himself in 
the best way he can without interfering with the 
enjoyment of his neighbor. If Mr. Smith wants to 
go to hear Mr. Brown preach, what harm is it if 

: Jones is looking at some glorious work of art? 
{Applause.] How does it hurt Brown? I say that 
any man who says that another man shall not visit 
such a place on Sunday is simply a monument of 
impudence. [Applause.] He livs two hundred 
years after he should hav been dead. He should go 
‘back to the days of the Inquisition. Now, another 
thing: It is just as bad to go to the Fair Sunday as 
to want to go. [Laughter and applause.] See? 
[Daughter.| Because if you are imprisoned at home 

` and think entirely abont the Fair, how does that help 
the Lord? There is no day too good to be happy. 
There is no day too good for enjoyment. Yet when 
I was a boy most people thought Sunday was too 
good for a child; and when everything else looked 
out, when the fleecy clouds floated in the sky, and 
when, maybe, some bird sitting on a blossoming tree 
was singing, and the songs of joy were tangled in its 
tiny throat, come little child would be leaning against 
a tree and was supposed to be thinking about the 
worm that never died. 

THE DOOTBIN OF HELL. $ 

Now, where did the doctrin of hell come from ? 
It came from this fellow in the dugout, &nd he got 
it from his animal forefathers. This doctrin of hell 
was born of the grin of hyenas. It was born of 
the eyes of snakes—snakes that hung in fearful 
coils watching for their prey. It was born of the 
obscene chatter of baboons, and I despise it with 
every drop of my blood, and defy it. I make my 
choice now to-night. If there is any hell I want to 
go there, rather than to go to heaven and keep the 
company ofa God who would damn his own children. 
[Applause] I heard a little story the other day 
about hell which is somewhat cheerful. |[Laughter.] 
There was a man who died and went to heaven. In 
a day or two afterward he came to St. Peter, and 
said: Do you know I hav had a great desire to see 
some men I used to hear talked about in the world. 
I was a member of the Young Men's Christian 
Association [laughter], and I used to hear about 
these men. There was a good deal of discussion 
about whether they were in hell or heaven. The 
most of ua thought they were in hell.” 

“ Whom were you talking about!“ said Peter. 

* Why," said the applicant, “there was Voltaire, 
and Humboldt, and Darwin.” (Laughter and 
applause. ] i 

ü My dear man," says Peter, “they are all in 


“ Yeg,” he says, “I thought so, but I've kind of 
got a desire to see them.” 

So Peter says: “You can go down there any time 
you want to and see em. Trains run regularly 

every day. All you hav got to dois to buy a round- 
trip ticket and go there." (Laughter. | 

All right,” says the fellow, TII go to-day.” 

So he got his ticket and went. All at once the 
brakeman or the conductor hollered out: “ Hell !” 
He looked out and he thought they were fooling 
him. It was a nice-looking country, but he didn’t 
think he had got there yet. So he sat there while 
the others got out, and finally the brakeman came to 
him and says: 

“Get out! This is the place [laughter], and-we 
don't run any further.” [Laughter and spplause.] 


* 


A SOJOURN IN HELL. 

He got out, and he says to himself: What a 
magnificent place! Grass everywhere—billows of 
it! Trees, birds singing, and flowers blossoming, and 
fountains playing, and gentlemen and ladies riding: 
around—O, everything besutiful. This is the most 
wonderful thing I ever saw.” Then he saw a very 
tall man, and he went up to him, and he says: 
* Mister, excuse me, but what placa is this?" And 
the man says: It is hell.“ 

“ Well, you know I was up in the other place, and 
I came down here, and my particular object was to 
gee three men—Voltaire, Darwin, and Humboldt.” 

“Well,” said the man, “young man, Iam glad to 
gee you. My name was Voltaire when I lived in the 
world.” [Laughter and applause. | 

The young man says: “You hav no idea how 
delighted I am to see you, Mr. Voliaire, but is this 
hell? [Laughter.] It doesn't look anything like 
what we thought it was.” - 

“You ought to hav seen it when I came bere," 
said Voltaire. “It was horrible—brimstone, fire, 
smoke, and everything horrible, but you know every 
scientist for the last hundred years or so has come 
here. [Laughter.] All the genius of the world is 
here, and about fifty years ago we set to work to 
improve the place. [L»ughter and applause] We 
turned the lake of fireand brimstone; we. conveyed 
it in pipes, and it does our cooking. [Lwughter and 
applause.] We bored artesian wells, and we hav got 
millions of water [laughter and applause], the finest 
you ever saw. [laughter] The whole country is 
aplendidly irrigated, and we sre having what you 
would call in your country a real-estate boom. 
[Laughter and spplause.] We are getting ahead of 
the other place. I see by the papers that a lot was 
sold on the corner of the Square of Public Glory for 
taxes.” [Laughier. ] 

The young fellow said to Volisire: “Do you 
know anybody that would like to buy my return 
ticket?” [Laughter and applause. | 

FREEDOM IN ALL WORLDS. 

I hav insisted that in this life and in any other 

man wil hav an everlasting opportunity of doing 


right, and that there can be no hell in which a man | 


wil not hav the privilege of behaving himself 
[laughter], and that there can be no heaven in which 
a man will not hay tke liberty of acting like the 
devil [laughter]; in other words that there must be 
freedom in all worlds. That is my doctrin. One 
tear of pity has in it more refreshing power than all 
the fires of perdition [applause]. There is more 
goodness in one ray of light than in all the hella that 
hav been conjared, more goodness in kindness than 
in all brute force possible to conceive. This doctrin 
of hell—as long as I liv I shall denounce it. I shall 
do what little I can to get that fear out of the 
human heart, out of the breasts of mothers. 

Ooming back to the question of Sunday, there is 
no day too good to be happy, and you cannot con- 
ceive of a sacred space of time any more than you 
ean conceive of a holy vacuum. [Laughter and 
applause.| That day is the holiest day in which the 
most good has been done, in which the most people 
hav been happy ; and I want children to hav liberty 
that day. The laugh of a child will make the holiest 
day more sacred still. Remember that it is as- easy 
to wake your children in the morning with a kiss as 
with a club. 

Let us enjoy ourselvs in this world; we sre not 
sure about that other one. That boy was a great 
philosopher in 1843, when the world was coming to 
an end, and his mother said to him: “John, the 
world is coming to an end to-night.” ‘‘ Well, then,” 
he says, “let us eat the remainder of the mince 
pie" [Long-continued laughter and applause. | 

I don’t believe in drinking skimmed milk in this 
world, with a promis of butter in some other world. 
[Laughter.] Let us get the cream here. Let us 
giv our children an opportunity to enjoy a little of 
life, and when your child asks you a question you 
cannot answer admit it. Then you and the boy in- 
vestigate that matter together, and the first thing 
you know you will be intellectual comrades [ap- 
plause} and you will like each other. [Laughter 
and applause.] Just treat them as you would like 
to be treated. Let them grow up in the sunshine 
of kindness. Let every man treat his wife as though 
she were a splendid flower and there will be a home 
filled with the perfume of joy. A home where virtue 
dwells with love is like a lily with a heart of fire 
the fairest flower in all this world. 

ORIGIN AND DESTINY OF MAN. 

After referring to the fact that the northern con- 
tinents hav produced nearly all of the great men of 
the world, and a statement of his belief that men 
came up from the lower animale, Colonel Ingersoll 
concluded as follows: 

Ido not pretend that I know how this thing is. 
Ido not pretend to hav answered the questions of 
origin and destiny. I do not pretend to hav floated 
level with the highest thought. I simply say to that 
man: “Pat down your whip;" to this man: “ Un- 
lock the prison door; to this other man: You hav 
no right to stand at the edge of the tomb and 
prophesy evil for the sons of men.” I say to this 


other man: “Giv to others every right that you 
claim for yourself.” All I say is: It is too early to 
write a creed. Wait until we hav at least one gen- 
eration of free men, one generation of great and 
splendid women. It will be time enough then to 
write a creed. Let us hope, however, that we are 
going up instead of down. I remember that once 
when I delivered this. lecture in New Haven a man 
waited in the lobby of the theater to get even with 
me when I came out, and as I came out he put him- 
self prominently forward and said: “And so you 
think your grandfather was a baboon?” I said: 
“You are entirely mistaken, my friend, but I do 
think your grandson will be one!” [Laughter and 
applause. ] ee 

Now, it after all this, we are satisfied that the hu- 
man race is progressiv, and that all ought to be 
happy, then it is only a question of time. I want to 
do what little I can while I liv to increase the liberty 
of the world, to hasten the coming of that great day 
when all men will be civilized enough not only to be 
free, but not to interfere with the liberty of others. 
I want to hasten the coming of that day when men 
will know that you cannot be religious without lib- 
erty, that you cannot worship without freedom; - 
when men will be civilized enongh to know that love 
cannot be forced, that it must rise like perfume from 
the heart—absolutely free. [Applause.] I want to 
liv long enough to know that men think more of deed 
than they do of creed, more of what a man does than 
of his theories, and I want to liv Jong enough to see 
universal and eternal liberty on the throne of this 
universe. O, Liberty! Dwell not forever in the 
dream of enthusiast, in the hope of patriot, in the 
prayer of philanthropist, but come and take up your 
abode with the children of men! I know not what 
inventions may spring from the brain of the future. 
I know not what garments of glory may be woven 
in the loom of the years to be; but I do know that 
coming from the infinit sea of the future there will 
never touch this bank and shore of time a greater 
blessing, a rarer gift, than liberty for man, for wo- 
men, and for child. [Tremendous applause. ] 

— — i — — 


Obituary. 

Samuel Gray, of Das Moines, Ia., died October 
27th, after & few days’ illness, aged eighty years. 
He was born in Franklin co., Pa., in 1811, and came 
of this place forty-three years ago, and was conse- 
quently one of the oldest and best known citizena 
of Des Moines. 

He was a subscriber for TAE Truru SEEKER ever 
since it started, and was not only a liberal-minded 
but also liberal-handed—s liberal-hearted man. 

He leaves a wife and several sone. 

The attendance at his funeral was very large. ; 
The writer, after reading Bryant's '* Thanatopsis,” 
made s short address. It seemed strange to many, 
if not most, of the people to listen to remarks on 
the occasion without any prayers or religious 

flummery. W. S. Berr. 


To Our Sleepy Liberals, 


Awake! arise! the sun is up, 
While you lie dreaming on; 

And others hav donned their armor 
And forth to the fight hav gone. 


There surely must be a place for you, 
And it’s time you were on your way ; 

The past will count for but little 

. If nothing is done to-day. 


There’s a work to be done for the future, 
Though mountains stand in the way; 

Then waste no more time in dreaming, 
But up and be girt for the fray. 


The yoke and fetters are being forged 
To bind both the young and old, 

And they’re weaving webs of gorgeous hues, 
And reaching out for gold 


To gild the fetters with which to bind 
The hand and heart and brain, 
And blind the eyes to the real truth 
Till only tyrants reign. . 
Nov. 10, 1891. Mus. A. W. LAKE. 


—————— laa 
How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


1. When renewing get a friend to subseribe and 
thus save a half dollar apiece. 

2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand 
or in his shop window. Be sure that he displays the 
pictures. 

8. Get your newsdealer to keep in stock one or 
more copies, with your guarantee to take off hia 
hands at the end of the week any that remain unsold. 
If he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 

4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
among your acquaintances. On your request, we 
will send you back-number sample copies free. 

b. Leave & copy occasionally where it will be 
picked up—in the train, in the factory, in the 
meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
Leave it picture-side up. 

6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts 
and when convenient hand one to a friend. 

i 1 a new subseriber by persuading some friend 
o take it. ; 


Land-Robbery. 

Friends of justice, listen to the truth. The grest- 
est curse from which the human race has suffered 
has been land-robbery. The earth is one of the ele. 
‘ments from which we must draw our support, and 
every man, and woman too, has just the same natural 
birthright to land enough to build a home and raise 
. their food on that they hav to sunlight, air, water, or 
life itself. . And any man or government that robs 
any man of that right is as guilty of crime as the high- 
way robber that takes you by the throat and robs 
your pocket. If the working-people had arisen in 
their might and hanged the first president that ever 
sold an acre of land in this country, and every 
Congressman that consented to it, higher than 
. Haman, and thus put an end to land-robbery st 
ones, the nation would now be millions and billions 
of dollars better off, and the act would hav been 
more justifiable than any murder the government has 
ever committed. 

Forty-five years ago, after lecturing some years 
on the subject, I wrote and published the first 
article I ever saw in print on free lend, and then, 
` without a word of help from any paper in Maine 

except my own, I got a law enacted to giv every 
landless man that would ocoupy it, one hundred and 
sixty acres of the wild land for fifty cents an aere, 
all to be paid in labor, making their own roads 
—the same as free—and now that section is 
settled by thrifty farmers that never would hav 
owned an acre if I had not got that Jaw; and that 
county is called the garden of the state; and last 
spring, away here in Jersey, one of our groceries 
advertised thirty barrels of potatoes brought from 
that place; and while there hav been strikes among 
the laboring classes in almost every other town in 
the nation, nothing has been heard about strikes on 
that free land. Land monopoly was the enormous 
buzzard that hatched slavery. If no man had been 
allowed to occupy more land than he and his family 
could cultivate, there never would hav been any room 
for slavery; but land-robbery hatched slavery, which 
: after generations of human theft, robbery, and abuse 
came home to roost. It slew near a million of the 
most robust men of the nation, and wasted uncounted 
millions of money, and is now spending millions 
every year in the shape of pensions, while the country 
is overrun with Africans, who ought to be in their 
own clime, but will hatch out another buzzard, a war 
of races, in the future. These things are but a small 
part of the brood that has been hatched out by Jand- 
robbery, and more are to come. I can trace to land- 
robbery as their cause nine-tenths of all the poverty, 
vice, and crime in the nation; and here in this village, 
where the church bells are ringing, I can find men, 
women, and children suffering for food, while all 
around and in sight of them are thousands of acres 
of land covered with brushwood, which they cannot 
cultivate because it has been stolen from them by 
government and sold to shylocks. 

There are more buzzards now brooding under the 
wings of land-robbery and slavery. 

The people are now learning that all hav a right to 
land, and the time is coming when all will hav land, 
and if the government does not soon stop all. men 
from owning or holding more land than they and 
their families can cultivate, there will be another war 
as bloody as any in the past. 

Then look at the slavery caused among the whites 
by land-robbery ; three-quarters of the landless 
white laborers are now just as much slaves as the 
colored people were before the war. For want of 
land on which to raise food, they hav to go into the 
market and underbid each other to get employment, 
and most of them barely get enough to keep their 
families alive. If land was free, a part of them could 
go to farming and giv the balance an opportunity to 
get just wages. . 

Tes, a bloody land-war is coming unless govern- 
ment changes its course soon, and the government 
will be responsible for it, and when that comes I 
would rather be ina pauper-house than the shylock 
owning or claiming a thousand acres of land. 

Vineland, N. J., Nov. 20,1891. J. Haoxzs. 

— . 

Send Stamp for printed Letters to Con- 
gressmen on the Sunday opening of the 
World’s Fa'r. When you receive them, ad- 
dress them to your Congre:sman, sign your 
name, aid send them to him at Washington, 
D. C. And if you can afford to, pu: in some- 
thing for the Literature Fund, which enables 
us to print these letters. 

— —— — 


A Catastrophe Coming. 


No man can deny that the wealth of our nation is 
gradually being piled into lofty mountains of gold 
and that the masters of these mountains are daily 
gaining more absolute despotism over those who liv 
in the vales of poverty. The few livin opulence 
upon the golden mountains; the many inhabit the 
valley. The sight of the golden mountains is 
becoming obnoxious to the eyes of those living in 
the valley, who once dug all the gold piled in the 
mountains, but now can claim no ownership unto it. 


Were the people of the valley fools they would 
submit quietly forever, but they are not. Education 
is driving the clouds of superstition out of the 
valley, and men behold the selfishness under a dis- 
guise thet explains to them the reason why the 
golden mountains hav arisen. Some time the valley- 
dwellers may tunnel the golden mountains, plant 
explosive under them, and the accumulations of 
centuries may be scattered in an hour. 
Cathlamet, Wash. Dun. C. E. Boywton. 


Subscribers. 
The holidays are almost here. Are you ready for 
them? A gift that would prove acceptable fo any 


Liberal friend, and at the same time keep you in 


constant remembrance during the year, would be 
a year’s subscription to TRR Tnurn Szxxrr. "Your 
ero dn and the new subscription will cost only 


— o. —ñ4 á— 
The Devil At Ease. 
Old Batan sat in his easy.chair, 
Smoking his pipe of clay, 
While his soot-smeared angels, with busy care, 
Were stowing the coal away. i 
A big tom-cat, with iron. gray fur, 
By the side of the chair was purring his purr. 
Old Satan laid his hand on his knee, 
While a smile o’erspread his face; 
He thought of a priest he'd roasted that day 
For leading a girl to disgrace, 
And he laughed a laugh in flendish glee, 
While he gently stroked his gray goatee. 
He thought of a preacher in upper life, 
Who had skipped to Canada’s shore; 
Of a Sunday-school teacher, who, with another man's wife, 
Had left by the open backdoor. 
And he rubbed his hands, as he thought with a smile, 
“Til roast them all in a little while.” 


A mouse-colored bloodhound lay stretched on the floor, 
Amid the soot and the dust ; 

The iron-gray cat by the side of the chair 
Was sleeping the sleep of the just. 

** And the old brass clock on the mantel-tree 

Had plodded along to almost three.” 


Still Old Satan sat in his easy-chair, 
While close to his heaving breast 
The blackened clay and curved reed stem 
Of his half-smoked pipe were pressed ; 
‘His head bent down tow'rd the cat so gray, 
“ Fast asleep were they both on that summer day.” 


J. CrARENOE BAURLEY. 


— a —————— 
Opposit Economie Opinions. 


Under title of “Some Economie Opinions,” Tue 
Taura Szexer of November 21st contains an article 
copied from the Chicago Tribune, giving some of 
Colonel Ingersoll's economic opinions which certainly 
add nothing to his great reputation as a logical and 
lucid writer. f 

How strange that he whose sound logio and 
matchless eloquence hay led thousands out of the 
slough of theological superstition should yet be 
himself enthralled by political superstition and 
worship the protection fetich. 

Had Oolonel Ingersoll substituted the word 
Ostholies for United States and conformed his argu- 
ment to that sect instead of to the United States, as 
in the following rehearsal, the absurdity of his 
position would probably hav dawned upon him 
before this utterance. 

Suppose “Oatholics” pay $30 for a ton of steel 
rails made by “Oatholics.” Then we open the 
books and the account is: Oatholies, credit by 
one ton of steel rails, $30. “ Ostholics," credit by 
cash for one ton of steel rails, $30. That is to say 
at the end of the transaction there is s ton of steel 
rails and $30 all owned by “Catholics.” 

Now, let us suppose that they could hav obtained 
the ton of rails from non-Oatholios for $25 
"Then how does it stand? ‘Oatholios,” credit, one 
ton of rails, $25. “Non-Oatholics,” credit, $25, for 
one ton of rails. So at the end of the operation 
“non-Oatholics” hav got $25, and “Ostholics” hav 
got a ton of rails; but with the other operation 
* Oatholies" hav got a ton of rails and $30. It is 
all among “ Catholics." 

By substituting for the United States instead of 
Catholic the word Obristian, or Freethinker, or even 
family, the same conclusion will be reached, so that 
it must logically be as injurious for families and 
sects to trade with each other as for nations. 

The New York Standard, of November.18th, com- 
menting editorially on this view of Colonel Inger- 
soll's, shows “ that the United States does not buy, 
nor England sell, steel rails, but that it is individuals 
who transact this business.” j ; 

But, if Colonel Ingersoll wants to keep books that 
way, he should hav said : 


United States, debtor, to the expenditure of $30 worth 


[prio ——————————— $30 
cee creditor, by $25 worth of home-made steel 3 
rails. . . . .. . . . —— ———  ——— 


Deficit, $5 worth of wasted labor. . . . $5 


In buying steel rails from the English, we pay for 
them with American commodities, which cost us $5! 
worth less labor than would the making of the steel 
rails themselvs. 


Thus, trade, like a labor-saving machine, enables 
us to transform the less expensiv exchangeable 
equivalent of an article into the more expensiv thing 
itself, with & saving to us of $5 worth of labor. And, 
as it is the fruits of labor, not labor itself (for the 
mere Sake of toiling), that we want, why should we 
not as readily welcome the labor-saving effected 
through trade as that effected through machinery? 

Even when we pay gold or silver for English 
steel rails ib is exchanged, nob as money, but r8 a 
commodity—bullion—being weighed just as iron or 
steel is. For foreign coins do not circulate in 
England any more than they do here. And gold and 
silver are valuable only because it requires the ex- 
penditure of so much labor to mine and smelt them. 

If gold and silver could be procured from the 
earth as rapidly, in as large quantities, and with as 
little Iabor as iron, they would be worth no more 
than iron. So it is the labor cost principally that 
givs even to gold and silver their value. 

Hence, when we oan, with less labor, produce the 
exchangeable equivalent of a ton of steel rails, and 
thus purchase them, to legally prevent this exchange 
is as unwise as to legally prevent the use of labor- 
saving machinery. D. WEBSTER Garon. 

Breathedsviile, Md., Nov. 23, 1891. 


en 


Books in Fine Bindings for Holiday Gifts. 


We hav a large number of books suitable for 
holiday gifts, many of them in extraordinarily fine 
bindings, and we call the attention of our readers to 
them, hoping that when selection of presents is 
made the list will be consulted and purchases made 
therefrom. Among them are Paine’s works, com- 
plete, in cloth, $3 ; leather, red edges, $4 ; morceso, 
gilt edges, $4.50; the World’s Sages, in same style 
of binding and at same prices as Paine's works; 
Ingersoll’s Prose Poems, in cloth, $2.50; half mo- 
rocco, $5; turkey morocco, $7.50; tree calf, $9. 
These are magnificent volumes. Also his principal 
lectures bound in one volume for $5. Wither of 
Miss Wixon’s books, The Story Hour, Apples of 
Gold, All in a Lifetime, is very suitable for a 
present, the first particularly for children. Voltaire's 
Romances, cloth, $1.50; half calf, $4, is a fine and 
uncommon work. D. M. Bennett's Around the 
World, in sets of four volumes, profusely illustrated, 
red cloth, $6.50, is a splendid present to a friend 
or to young men and women. It ig full of practical 
to-day information about other countries and the 
noted things therein. The latest book which the 
Spiritualists are discussing is, Was Abraham Lincoln 
a Spiritualist? for $1.50. Helen Gardener's Men, 
Women, and Gods is a work of great value, $1. as . 
is Winwood Roade’s Martyrdom cf Man, $175; 
Gibbon's History of Christianity, $2; Darwin'a 
Origin of Species and Dascent of Man, and others of 
his works. A catalog containing these and hundreds 
more—Freethought, scientific, medical, social, as 
well as standard—-will be sent on receipt of a request 


for same. 
— aa a. — — 


A Christmas or New Year’s Present. 


The“ Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book" in cloth 
binding ($2 50) is one of the best Christmas or New 
Year's presents a Liberal can make to a friend. 
Obristmas is a pagan festival and Naw Year's is only 
a mark of time, but the Text-Book is a thing of 
beauty and a joy forever, and will help to rationalize 
the festival and make your friend forget the flight of 
years. 

Tue same principles of argument applied to dis. 
ease.. The devil had sfilicted Job with horrible dis- 
eases, and might therefore afilict others. Gres! 
pestilences were constantly described in the Oid 
Testament as the acts of the angels; and the devil, 
by the permission of the d-ity and by virtue of his 
angelic capacities, might therefore essily produce 
them. The history of the damoniacs proves that 
devils could master and derange the bodily func- 
tions; and, therefore, to deny that they could pro- 
duce disease would be to impugn the veracity of 
these narrativa; and the later ecclesiastical testi- 
mony on the subject, if not unanimous, was, at least, 
extremely strong. As, therefore, the more striking 
atmospheric disturbances were ascribed generally to 
the devil, and, when the injury was spread over a 
small ares, to witches; so the pestilercss which 
desolated nations were deemed supernatural, and 
every strange and unaccountable disease that fell 
upon an individual, a result of the malice of a sor- 


cerer.—Lecky. 
———— 9-4 —5————— 


We venture once more to call the attention of our 
readers to Tue Taura Szexzn as a good advertising 
medium. Many papers subsist on advertisements, 
without having a half or a quarter of our circulation ; 
and the reason why we get so few is simply the 
general prejudice sgainst Freethought journals. 
Those who hav not tried the experiment are invited 
to do so. This journal, it should be borne in mind, 
is not glanced at and cast aside; it is read carefully 
and is often preserved, and its advertisements are 
sure to be noticed. 
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To the Friends and Subscribers of Freethought. 


I sincerely hope that all who hav supported Free- 
thought in the past will sid the work to which it has 
been devoted by becoming subscribers to TRR Taura 
Barrer. Tus Teura Seexzs will carry on the work, 
bat it needs your coóperation. It is & means by 
which I can reach you and push on the Pacific coast 
labors. Especially I ask those in srrears to pay 
what is now due to Tax Teruras SER and place 
their names upon its list as cordial supporters for 
the future. Samuzy P. Pournam. 

— a i —MÀ 
To Our Subscribers. 


We are in sore need of the amounts due on sub- 
seriptions and ask everyone who owes us money to 
be especially prompt in sending it. 

This also is the time of year when a great many 
subscriptions expire, and an immediate renewal will 
be a favor to us. 

Owing probably to the elections and the labor in- 
cident to gathering and marketing the great harvests 
our friends hav neglected to forward what is due 
us, and we are consequently compelled to somewhat 
urgently remind them of their remissness. As Mr. 
Bennett used to say under these circumstances, 
Friends, let us hear from you. 

— — —U—üäk4 ———— 
A Great Book. 

Our Bible Picture Book will contain about four 
hundred pages, one-half of which will be full-page 
pictures and one-half resding matter, relating to the 
stories which the pictures illustrate. The text will 
lead to a full understanding of the tale, even as the 
artist's work illustrates it, with an electric search- 
light brilliance unsurpassed by the torch of the 
golden goddess Diana on the Garden tower. Young 
people can learn more about the Old Testament and 
its heroes by reading this book than by reading the 
Old Testament itself. It is much more easily com- 
prehended, and is written in mors chaste language. 

There will be twenty-six chapters in the book, 
twelv of which are completed, as follows: 

I. Adventures of Adam. 

If. The Origin of the Young Men’ 8 Ohristian 
Association. 

III. Sustaining a Theory. 

IV. Some Giants. 

V. The Ádventures sand Work of Noah. 

VI. A Hunting Anecdote. 

VII. Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor. 

VIII. A Queer Family. 

IX. Isaac and His “ Sister.” 

X One of Twine. 

XI. Jacob and Esau. 

XII. Joseph, the Man of Dreams. 

The book will afford many a hearty laugh, while 


we hav not forgotten to make it a solid attack upon 
the superstition which can venerate and believe the 
tales told in the Oid Testament. So far as ib goes it 
shows that book in its true colors, though of courge 
we bay omitted the Old Testament obseenity in 
order to make our work one admissible in all 
femilies and readable by all ages and sexes. 

The price of cur work is $1. Orders will be 
cheerfully booked now and filled ag soon as the work 
comes from the prese. : 

— . ————— ; 
A Sabbath Orator and His Oration. 

The cffleial God-in-the-Oonstitutionists who liv in 
Indians held a Sabbath convention at Indianapolis 
sometbing over two months ago, a partial report of 
which hes just been made. public. The convention 
was very small. The most interesting spesker, both 
for the facts he cited and the lies he told, was Mr. 
J. P. Mills, who spoke upon the “ Aims and Status 
of the Movement.” The aims are to shut up every- 
thing but the churches on Sunday, to prevent all 
excursions from cities, all trains and boats running, 
to suspend all necessary labor and punieh all un- 
necessary work—in short to make Sunday as pious 
and stupid as it was in Puritan times and to giv the 
people over to the clergy exolusivly one-seventh of 
the time. 

But the status of the movement, it seeme, is not 
80 sstiefactory to the pietists as its sims. Mr. Mills 
stated that he visited the millionaires of Chicago to 
see what they would do in behalf of closing the 
World’s Fair on Sunday. He found them all in 


favor of Sunday opening, and thatievery daily paper. 


in Ohiesgo was with them, as was the local committee 
of the Exposition. This, of course, grieved him 
mightily, and from the. contemplation of its sadden- 
ing aspect he turned to what he called the foes of 
the American Sabbath. These foes, he said, were 

“(1). Worldliness growing in the church. The 
church bas become rich, opulent, and sensual. In 
the more stylish and rich churches the services were 
turned into theatrical performances. 

* (2) Love of pleasure. 

“(3) Greed. The American father teaches his 
son this maxim, not as Solomon taught, ‘ With all 
thy geiting get understanding,’ but ‘With all thy 
getting get money.’ ` 

*(4) The American Secular Union, whose ob- 
ject is to destroy faith in God, and secularize the 
Sabbath. 

* (B.) Last, but nof least, the brothels of this 
country.” 

Mr. Milis said also that a large part of Congress 
was twirled around by the brothel power, the Con- 
gressmen desiring Sunday for dissipation. This 
assertion will probably help the Sabbatarians when 
they sppeal to Congress this winter. But we should 
like to see the religious statistics of the brothels 
before putting all the inmates down as enemies to 
religion. As a matier of fact, so far as the figures 
hav been collected, depraved people like prostitutes 
and thieves hav keen religious instincts, are even 
auperstitious, and always require the consolations 
of religion" when in trouble. Oorroborativ of this, 
read any prison statistics, of female prisoners in par- 
ticular, for it is tolerably safe to assert that the female 
inmates of our jails hav been extremely unchaste 
before incarceration. We think that if the vote of 
the brothels were taken religion would get many 
times more votes than heresy. 

Of the other forces cited as working sgainst 
Sabbatarianism, no doubt there is much fact on 
which to base the citation. The people are evoluting. 
The churches are largely social clubs, and it is the 
social life which holds the members together. Most 
of them would not know their creed or disciplin from 
an extract from a sermon. if read to them. They 
make their services costly as their purses can buy, 
enrich them with musio, liturgical rodomontade, 
and call the conglomeration religion. Except it 
were the fashion these folks would not be Sabba- 
tarians. 

The American Secular Union is not at present 
trying to destroy faith in God. We wish it were. 
Faith in “God” is what makes Sabbatarians. It is 
the moving motiv of the God-in-the-Oonstitutionists. 
It ought fo be destroyed. But the next to the last 


president of the Union was a T'heist—2 believer in 


God—and the present president maintains that the 
teachings of Ohrist are divine and impress upon the 
mind and heart the highest and purest morality, and 


will, even after the systems of theologians hav passed 
away, stand forth shining brighter and brighter even 
unto the “ perfect day." What the “perfect day” is 
we are not told, though itis usually thought to be 
the judgment day." Bub of course Jesus was not 
* divine" except as he was the son of “ God," go the 
Union, as represented by its chief officers, cannot be 
accused of destroying faith in God. 

And again, as a matter of fact, tha Union has done 
nothing to hurt tbe Sabbatarians. Nor has it done 
anything else except provide & position for a secre- 
tary who put in all her time collecting her pay, a 
folly likely to be repeated this year. Everything . 
that has been done to oppose the Sunday-closing 
people has been done by iadividus! workers, and Mr. 
Mills need not be afraid that the Union will ba any 
obstacle to hia schemes. Bat he better look out for 
the Freethinkers. They will be found pretty near 
to him at the World's Fair and in Congress aud they 
do not propose to let the American Sabbath Union 


tide roughshod over them. 
— — . — — 


Judge Zane's Opinion of the Mormons. 


Recently. we recorded the decision of Obief Jus- 
tice Z me of the Utah territorial court confiscating a 
considerable amount of property belonging to the 
Mormon church under the law that no church in 
Utah shall hold property exceeding $50,000 in value. 
The chief justice was bound to obey the law, but 
about the same time he was writing his decision he 
was also writing for the Forum an account of the 
Mormons which shows conelusivly that applying the 
law to them and not to other Ohristian sects is an 
act of infamous injustice. 

The only reason that the suthorities can giv for 
bresking up the Mormon church is that its members 
were immoral in practicing polygamy. With any 
other dostrin of the church the state has admittedly 
nothing to do. But this institution has been sban- 
doned, and the Mormons are now like other secta, 
except that they are a little batter morally than 
most Christians. Listen to Judge Zane: “There 
are probably one hundred and fifty thousand Mor- 
mons in this territory, but of that number many are 
only nominally so. Amid the contentions between 
them and the gentiles, many hav sided with the 
church in which are their parents, relative, and 
friends, without embracing its faith. It ia idle now 
to think of disfranchising the Latter Day Sainte. 


‘They are an industrious, temperate people, as a rule ; 


and my observation has led me to believe that they 
are law-abiding since the church took its stand under 
the law against plural marriage. I am aware that 
now and then individuals will report violations of 
that law since the manifesto ; but upon investigation 
such charges are seldom sustained. It would be 
strange if there were no breaches of it; there are 
some such cases among non-Mormons. I do not 
believe that such marriages hav been authorized or 
sanctioned by the officers of the Mormon church 
since the manifesto.” 

These are the people whose property is taken away 
from them, while the other sects, not a whit more 
virtuous, may keep theirs in peace. The Oatholios, 
Episcopalians, and Methodists each own several 
hundred dollars’ worth of property in Salt Lake City 
alone, but no effort to confiscate it is made by the 
prosecuting attorneys. 

The treatment the Mormons receive politically is 
thus described by Judge Zane: “ With the exception 
of a comparativly few polygamists, the male Mor- 
mone Of proper sge, who are citizens in the United 
States, hav the right to vote, and do so. They will 
not vote for liberal candidates. They must divide, 
as the members of other churches generally do, or 
all vote the Democratic or Republican ticket. They 
ought to divide on national party lines, and, if they 
choose to do 80, no man or set of men is authorized 
to say that they shall not. Who shall say that any 
number of American citizens having the right to 
vote shall not organiza a Republican party in Utah, 
nominate a ticket, vote for and elect it, if they oan 
by fair means? The rights of such men are as 
sacred as the rights of those who would deny them. 
Gentiles hav said to the Mormons: ‘When your 
church abandons polygamy, and you take a stand in 
favor of obedience to the law and disband your 
party, we will welcome you in with us politically.’ 
But when the church declared againat polygamy and 
in favor of obedience to the law and the Church 
pariy,’ as it was termed, disbanded and its members 
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proposed to unite with the national parties, the 
Mormons were charged with hypocrisy in so doing, 
and were told that they could not be believed, and 
that their object was political agcendency for the 
church through statehood. 

“They were asked to do what was patriotic and 
right, and when they did as asked—without an op- 
portunity to show by their conduct that they were 
in earnest, and without any evidence since then that 
they were not—they were charged with sinister de 
signs upon the rights of those not of their religion ; 
in fact, with a purpose to gain political power that 
they might deprive the gentiles of their political and 
civil rights, and heap wrongs and indignities upon 
them. In view of the multitude of counsel, of the 
disapproval and denunciation that the Latter Day 
Saints were recsiving, the venerable man at their 
head remarked to his brethren that he often thought 
of what Lorenzo Dow once said of the dootrin of 
election. ‘Said he, It is like this: You can and 
you can’t, you will and you won't, you shall and you 
shan’t, you'll be damned if you do and you'll be 
damned if you don't. That, he continued, is 
about the condition we, as Latter Day Saints, are in. 

This treatment of the Mormon shows conclusivly 
that polygamy was not their only sin. They op- 
posed the Christian church by being more Ohristian 
than the Obristians, and they had to be pub down. 
Polygamy was a good club to beat them down with, 
but now that it bas been removed the Mormons 
ought £o be given the same chance that other sects 
hav, and let the best superstition win ! 


en iL 
To Improve the World. 

The Christian Register, of Boston, the Unitarian 
Organ, quotes with great approval ceriain sayings of 
Rav. M. J. Savage, of which this is one: “It seems 

strange that ib does not occur to Mr. Bellamy that 
merely rearranging the relations among imperfect 
units is never going bo result in a perfect organiza- 
tion. A church, in making its highest and 
grandest aim the perfection of human character, is 
doing more than all other institutions to rearrange 
and purify the world.” te 

This proposition is not original with Mr. Savage, 

but hes been frequently reiterated by various 

` prophets who delight to call themselvs Liberal 
Christians.” They think they hav stolen a march on 
their orthodox antagonists by making character 
instead of belief the leading religious catchword. 
And here Mr. Savage holds up that word as the 
sovereign cure-all of every form of social evil, 
inequality, distress, or wrong. Men must go to 
work and change their characters before they can 
expect relief from the burdens that weigh them 
down. We will test the proposition in the light of a 
few facts. 

It is more than fhree centuries since Charron 

. reminded the French people that whether a man 
would be & Mohammedan or a Ohristian was deter- 
mined by the accident of his having been born in 

` Constantinople or in Paris. But though this thought 

has been before the world so long, Mr. Savage does 
not seem to hay learned that a change in the 
relations of a man to his family and birthplace 
would hav made any change in his religious position. 
That is, he does not see that instead of characier 
determining the condition, the condition determins 
the character. 

Helen Campbell and others hav of late years been 
exposing the horrors of the slums in this city, 
Boston, and other places, where men and women are 

. herded together like beasts; where boys and girls 
ars growing up in indecent contact, never knowing 
the real meaning of a mother’s care and love, or ever 
having the joy of a birthday gift, and where the 
reeking atmosphere of moral filth is corrupting 
every pure instinct, After these disclosures, the 
obvious and general conclusion has been that to 
check the vice bred in these lazar-houses it is indis- 
pensable that the conditions be ehenged which pro- 
duce the pestilence. But Mr. Savage would hav us 
believe that these victims of unhallowed cireum- 
stances must change their characters before they 
can hope for any improvement in their condition. 
In other words, if these “ prisoners” of squalid 
poverty had dwelt in decent homes, if these children 
had enjoyed proper comfort and care, they would be 
in character what they are to day. Oharacter makes 
the condition, not the condition the character, we 
repeat, by the gospel according to Savage. 


-hog, or die.” 


The iniquity of chattel slavery once overshadowed 
this Jand—a condition for the slave in which his man- 
hood and his will was annihilated, in which marriage 
was impossible and unknown, s system under which 
men bred slaves for the market, and under which, 
too, if the infamous fact must ba retold, the masters 
begot the slaves they sold. Men and women toiled, 
smid reproach and perssention, for thirty weary 
years, to abolish this horrible system, and succeeded. 
The freedmen hav not had since then as fair a chance 
in life as they ought to hay had. But who will deny 
that it is still better for them to be freemen than to 
be slaves? But Mr. Savage talks as though the 
Abolitionists made s great mistake in attempting to 
resrrange the relations which held the slaves in 
chains. They should hav addressed these victims in 
bondage in the dulest tones of “ liberal Ohristianity, 
and told them distinotly there was for them no hope, 
and their shackles could never be thrown off, till they 
had changed their characters. They would hav to 
become virtuous, and learn to respect the marriage 
vow, and cease to liv in fornication, before they could 
enjoy any of the rights of human nature. I5 is by 
such philosophy that Savage attempts to overthrow 
Bellamy. 

The fact appears to be that the preachers of this 
school find themselvs in a strait. They are between 
two fires. They cannot help hearing the ory of 
discontent going up all over the land They can 
not help seeing that great sosial inequality and 
injustices exist, of which thousands or millions are 
the victims. They doubtless feel that some ameliora- 
tion of the hardships of the poor should be attempted. 
Buß what can they do? The men by whom they are 
in the main supported are sternly opposed to any 
change in social conditions, because instinctivly 
feeling that they then should noi fare as well as they 
donow. It is by the present system they got their 
wealth. So the preachers cast about for a compro- 
mise—for a safe position where their salaries will not 
be endangered. And they find it in the word “ char- 
acter.” They say to the mourning multitudes, “Do 
not seek to break up trusts and overthrow monopo- 
lies; do not try to get what you esra; let things go 
on as they are ; simply improve your characters, and 
sll will be well. Perhaps the next life will giv you 
some compensation for the hardships of this.” But 
there is one man bold enough to show his colors. 
Brooke Herford, an English minister who has been 
lor soms years in this country, and who, about to 
return to his own land, thinks he may escape the 
consequences of his words, is brutal enough to asy 
that his message to the lowly poor would ba “ Root, 
Does he dream of the indignant exa- 
crations that will follow him across the Atlantic ? 

A church after his pattern, says Mr. Savage, is 
doing more for the world than all other institutions. 
If achurch can do such mighty things, why should 
the world need rearranging and purifying? We 
hold the churches largely responsible for existing 
unhappy conditions, and shall look to some other 
agency than that which has brought us into the pit 
to get us out of it. . : 

— — atl aa 
Christianity Not Now Booming. 


The Mormons are making converis in Michigan ai 


| rats that is alarming the real-estate dealers, as they 


are emigrating to Utah and Idaho as soon as their 
faith gets fully settled. Hard-beaded and stolid 
farmers are among the enthusiasts who announce an 
unalterable determination to repair to Salt Lake 
City, there to be enrolled among the Latter Day 
Sainte. 

At the other side of the world another superatition 
is being revived. The Buddhists are trying to 
convert India again. A few weeks since there met at 
Badh-Gaya,s town in Behar, about two hundred 
and fifty miles northwest of Osloutta, delegates 
from the Buddhists of Oeylon, Burmah, Siam, 
Ohittagong, Japan, and Thibet. The object of the 
congress was to recover tha spot where Siddar- 
tha sat when he attained the perfect wisdom of 
Buddha. To the Buddhists this place is like the al- 
leged sepulcher of Ohrist, and like the Crusaders 
they desire iis recovery and the conversion of the 
country, for like Obristianity it is a stranger in the 
land of its birth. One of the newspapers ot Indis, 
speaking of the new movement, says: “Under a 
benign and tolerant government, it seems, Buddhism 
is destined to find a place again in the land of its 
birth. Though its teachings hay been misunderstood 


for a long time, and denounced as nastika, a flood of 
light has been thrown on this religion of love—the - 
religion of Pujshdasi, the ‘beloved of the gods,’—a 
religion which inculeated such good and gentle 
teachings as ‘thats man should honor his personel 
creed, but not blame that of his neighbor. He who 
acteth otherwise impsireth his own creed aud injureth 
that of others,’ and we are now ina position to 
comprehend its teachings in their true light. Edu- 
cated Hindoos need not hesitate to sympathize with 
their Buddhist brothers in the object of the proposed 
meeting of their representative in India.” 

Meanwhile Ohristianity is trying to revise its 
creeds, conceal the Mormon example of its own 
avoient religion, and become respro‘able and accept- 
able to civilized peoples. But it is not just now 


enjeying a boom to any grest extent. 
— — . a ᷣ ͤ —32ͤ4P 


A Clerical Ally. 


A year or two ago Rev. Mr. Jardine, a clerical star 
of the first magnitude, of Kansas City, Missouri, fell 
from grace—that is, was “found out” and “fired 
out” by his church. He died soon after—some say 
by suicide. Just recently another distinguished 
divine of that city got caught out on the fly. Oaly 
one paper in the place dared to espouse his causa, as- 
there was nothing in his case to call for clemancy. 
He not only transgressed the Decalog, bub broke up 
a family, told lies about his own wife, and converted 
the church into a house of assignation. But the 
Kansas City Sunday Sun flies to his rescue and 
devotes columns, week after week, to defending him 
and roasting his prosecutors. The following is a 
sample: 

„The pack of mangy curs barking on the trail of Rev. E. 
T. Bowers might cease their howling long enough to make 
a note hereof. Father Jardine was hounded to his death by 
another but larger gang. In fact, the cas might be 
likened to some hunted stag, finally brought to bay, with all 
the hounds of the forest at his heels.” 

At this point is inserted a graphio illustration 
showing “Father” Jardine pursued by a pack of 
mangy ours with ravenously distended jaws. Under- 
neath is the legend: “Some of Jardine’s Enemies." 
Again: 

* Goaded to desperation he one day, toward the end, 
cursed the crowd of calumniators who were pursuing him 
so vindictivly. And it is interesting to note, by way of co- 
incidence, the careers of Jardine's chief enemies. The 
Times fairly led the van, and it has been in bad straits ever 
since and is now Virtually on its last legs. Dr. Mumford 
has met with manifold misfortunes since} and lost every- 
thing.” 

In this manner the Sun calls the roll of about a 
dozen of the “mangy curs” to show that heaven is 
wresking iis vengesncs upon them to fulfill the 
stipulations of Jardine’s curse. In closing its eulogy 
of the deceased clerical rake the Sun says: 

* Still he had a small and noble band of friends within the 
church who stood by him with rare fidelity and sublime self- 
sacrifice.” 

Jardine’s case was even more reprehensible and 
aggravated than Bowers's, for in addition to all the 
rest he was proven to hav had a penchant for thrust- 
ing his hands under the clothes of little girls. This 
‘is the loathsome clerical leper that the Sun is 
engaged in making a martyr of. 

It is just as well that Freethinkers should not 
allow their love of fair p!sy and justice to commit 
them to the defense of any man or publication until 
they know the faots in the case. 

— OE E. 

WE are receiving copies of a great many papers contain- 
ing splendid protests against closing the World's Fair on 
Sundays. We hope our friends are also sending them to 
the members of the National Commission, whose names 
and addresses were printed in Tue TRUTH SEEKER of 
October 10th. The local directory, we are informed, is all 
right on this matter, but it is fesred that the national com- 
missioners are conservativs. S0 send to as many of them as 


ou can afford time and stamps all the articles favoring 
Sunday opening, and draw a big mark around the articles. 
ee 


A xew weeks ago Archbishop Gross, of the Catholic 
church, appeared before the city council of Portland, Oregon, 
and demanded the enforcement of the Sunday laws. He had 
a petition signed by about two thousand persons. But up to 
the present time the demand bas had no effect, as the chief 
of police has too much sense to try to close the stores on 
Sunday. The Oregon State Secular Union, too, will oppose 
the archbishop in this matter, and President J. Henry 
Schroeder has asked Mrs. Sue R. Keenan, the vice-president 
at Portland, to watch the churchmen, and Henry Addis of 
this city will help. Liberals in the state should correspond 
with them. Documents on the Sunday question hav also 
been procured for distribution, and President Schroeder 
feels that if the Secularists of the state support him success 
is assured, and he also desires to make Sunday lawa and 
church taxation an issue in Oregon's next elec'ion. His 
address is Arago, and every Liberal in his state should put 
himself in communication with him. : 
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Leiters fram friends. 


In Union There Is Strength. 
: Rovses Port, N. Y., Nov. 28, 1891. 
Mr. EprroR: There are quite a few Freethinkers in this 
place, and we are trying to organize for mutual protection 
and so that in case of death those who desire can be buried 
according to the beliefs they hav lived. Will you please 
answer a few of the following questions? 
1. Hav you printed rules for the formation of societies? 
2. Are there forms of burial services for Freethinkers ? 
8. What are the conditions for securing Liberal lectures ? 
Please giv any other information you can on the subject. 
Please answer through your valuable paper. 
CHARLES W. WEEKS. 
(‘The Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, Hymns, and 
Ceremonies ” will be found the book desired.—Ep. T. S.] 


Laments Our Lack of Organization. 

BarTIMORE, Mo., Nov. 28, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: I send inclosed my usual amount, which 
please place to my credit. I hav been behind in my remit- 
tance, but that is only attributed to carelessness. I regretted 
to read in your paper the unpleasant turn the affairs of the 
American Secular Union took at their last meeting in Phil- 
adelphia. It looks to me as if Liberal-minded people Hast 
are not for consolidation, but every man for himself. I 
hardly expected this state of affairs after reading the 
inaugural of Dr. Westbrook a year or so back in your 
paper. There appear to be too many heads, and each 
wants his own, and if that cannot be accomplished, then 
the downfall of the organization is the result. I trust, how- 
ever, that the new officers will accomplish more in the 
future. Wishing TRR TRUTH BEEKER success and a pros- 

perous future, I remain, CHAS. MEHLGARTEN. 


Fond of the Pictorial Method of Propaganda. 

. Pirrssurau, Pa., Oct. 15, 1891. 
Mr. EprroR: In June last I sent you $1 for Tae TRUTH 
BEEKER in order that I might become acquainted with the 
paper, and I being pleased with it, you will find inclosed 
a check for $4 to pay a year’s subscription to the paper and 
$1 for the Bible Picture Book when ready for sale. Heston’s 
pictures truthfully exhibit ‘the absurdities, superstitions, 
falsehoods, selfishness, hypocrisy, rapacity, and persecuting 
disposition of the Christian church in such a manner as to 
strike the observing and thoughtful mind with great force. 
We look on them and laugh, because with the wit of their 
conception there is also exhibited in their execution just 
enough of the ridiculous pretensions of the church to make 
them laughable. Pure wit is not, per se, laughable, but 
when mingled with more or less of the ridiculous it becomes 
80. Hence the pictures are both pleasing and instructiv, 
and frequently attract attention when without them the 

paper might not. Truly yours, KnaTAIGOS. 


Has Round-Ups of Christian Calves. 
Panama, NEB., Nov. 17, 291. 

Mn. Epitor: Please find inclosed $4.25. Giv me 
credit for $3, and use $1 for the Bible Picture Book and 
twenty-five cents for the TRUTH SREKRR ANNUAL for 
291. Watson Heston's picture in Tae TRUTH BEEKER of 
Nov. 7, 291, is a dandy. Go on, Mr. Heston! Long 
may you and THe TRUTH BzzkER liv! The churches 
hav full sway here. I hav a round-up with them every little 
while. I tell them to giv the Lord a rest—he must be tired 
out listening to their nonsense. But they think it is smart. 
We got in an argument at camp-meeting, and one man said 
he had seen Jesus Christ, and knew when he was born. He 
said he was born on the ist day of January. Bo he is the 
first man that I ever hav seen that claimed to know so much. 
He said all such folks as I would go to the hot place. Itold 
him that we would hav lots of company, for he would be 
there to keep us company, and he got mad. I rebuked him 
for getting mad. He said he was justtalking in earnest. 

Yours, ALFRED HENDEE. 


If Our Sins Are Recorded, the Books Must Be Whop- 
pers. . 
ADRIAN, Miom., Nov. 18, 1891. 

Mz. Eprroz: Bible cranks, orthodox hoodoos, cling to the 
absurd nonsense of a record being kept by one of God’s angels 
of the sins of man. The serio.comic posing and imposing is 
ludicrous in the extreme—silly and impossible to anyone 
who is not pickled with superstitious monstrosities. It is only 
the effete and knaves that indorse the fake. The whole 
religious structure is a hydra concern. It was conceived of 
hoodooism. It has neither father nor mother. Like Topsy, it 
“ growed.” Its origin is not known. Itis a clear case of 
innocuous desuetude to record the sins of mankind to date. 
The mathematical quantities cannot measure the magnitude, 
and for the so-called Javah to keep the figures in his head, 
why, it would giv omnipotence a big head such as never oc- 
curred to the devotee of debauchery. Printers’ type spread 
all over the universe would not be sufficient to print the evils 
enacted from the Bible creation down to the fiood. Nosh 
himself could compile a very large record of himself. The 
book kept in the vestibule of God's sanctum must bea whop- 
per. Why, his bookkeeper cannot read. He never went to 
school a day in his lifetime. My Christian brother, a record 
of this sinful world cannot be recapitulated, even by your 
supposed infinit God. The so-called evils of creation are be- 
yond computation, and why should the legions of man’s in- 
firmities be raked up, when a moiety of them condemns him 
to everlasting displeasure? This beautiful structure, the 
human body, fashioned after godliness, to be the victim of a 
benign, omnipotent, omnipresent, all-wise, all-powerful 
being we know not of, and when we do know him he to 


plunge us into eternal woe, because we performed just 


for the consideration of our government officials, after read- 
ing so many able letters from Mr. Brooks through your 
columns upon the question of money, exchange, etc. "There 
being no intrinsic value in money except the cost of govern- 
ment stamping, I can see no reason why the people should 
be taxed for the support of the government when it could 
gather in the old clothes from the country, at a nominal 
cost, strike it off into money, retaining about five per cent 
for cost of making a good solid paper note, and giv to each 
man, woman, and child $50,000, and hav one of the richest 
nations the world has ever known. What a cheap navy we 


what he expected us to do—would not that be the quint- 


essence of arbitrary cussedness? Worldly enactments of 


such treatment would be considered very barbarous and 
not tolerated, but with ommnipótence it is legalized. He 
made us, it is said, and can he not do as he pleases? I 


claim he has no right with my body or soul, if I hav: 


any. Death will demonstrate the soul business. We hav 
no cause to worry. Our information as to our final dis. 
posal is demonstrated every day by the deaths in our 
midst; that is all we will ever know about it. Bigots, can 
you cipher out the problem ? O. 8. BARRETT. 


One’s Creed Should Be, the Dominion of Truth. 
Gxozaz STATION, PA., Nov. 15, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrog: Find inclosed $4. Send me the Free- 
thinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book” and others as named. Giv 
Heston $1 for making the pictures. I am f omewhat ofa 
reader, and like common sense in preference to the Bible or 
theology. I became a Freethinker by reading the Bible. I 
take a great deal of notice of the sermons of preachers of 
the different denominations, and hav nothing to say against 
them as far as they discourse moral precepts. I see in 
Blowhorn Talmage’s last sermon that he is at a loss to know 
the exact location of heaven, whether it is on this side of 
the stars or the other. If it is on the other it will be a long 


journey. I would like to visit you and Heston and hava 


talk with you on general principles of Freethought. 


I like the pictures of THE Truro SRRK RR. They hav great 


bearing and impress the mind. Success to you all. 
A man’s whole complex nature is subject to his reason. 


His creed should be the dominion of truth. Wemust judge 
all religion by its fruits. 
would develop the highest qualities of human nature and 
further the continued improvement of society would the 
nearest approach to religious truth and progress. l 


I would say, the religion that 


Yours respectfully, . ALEX. BTOREY. 


A Hard-Money Man Writes Ironically. 
Sawa, CoL., Nov. 20, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: I would like to make a simple suggestion 


could hav built up and paid for in this wise way. This is 


certainly the grandest scheme ever contemplated. I wonder 
why the world has been filled so long with beggars, and 
starvation looking into the pale faces of so many millions of 
human beings, when the earth produces a bountiful yield 
only waiting and ready to enter the houses of the poor and 
hungry upon the presentation of rags called money, with 
nothing but the government stamp, which costs nothing, to 
impress it there. 
ability solve this problem ? 


Can the gentleman of profound financial 
H. Murray. 


An Explanation Wanted. 
ManzxNaG0, ILL., Nov. 22, 1891. 
Mz. Eprrog: Replying to William Foster, Jr., I would 


simply say that if he can offer & plausible explanation why 
Mrs. Maynard waited twenty-five years before *' projecting ” 


(D) her book, as he expresses it, revealing to the world that 
Lincoln was a Spiritualist, which projections? were 
corroborated by Colonel Bundy at this late hour, I will take 
my insinuations all back, and admit that they are above the 


weakness to which the average medium ” (?) is subject. 


One slight discrepancy I must note in your correspondents 
communication, however, namely, that there is nothing 
positiv in what the correspondent of the Chicago News puts 
into the mouth of Mr. Nicolay." "That “it is all, I don't 
know, I don't believe things were so—testimony utterly 
negativ, which would be ruled out of court instanter.” A 
greater prevarication than this, or a more willful perversion, 
cannot be conceived of. Let the reader look over Mr. 
Nicolay’s declarations and see whether there is anything 
ambiguous or evasiv about them. On the contrary, they are 
most positiv and emphatic, and such expressions as Mr. 
Foster places into his mouth, as 1 don't know,” or “I 
don't believe this or that,” do not occur in a single instance. 
Let Mr. Foster and his fellow-Spiritualists confine themselvs 
to the truth, and no one will then impugn their assertions. 

: H. WETTSTEIN. 


An Agricultural Dispute—Milder Than the Theological. 
MAKANDA, ILL., Nov. 28, 291. 

Mz. Eprroz: As your correspondents are now discussing 
the chess or cheat question, and as science settles all disputes 
by an appeal to facts, to this end, with your leave, I will con- 
tribute one fact that came under my observation. An intel- 
ligent neighbor built his house on a hillside. Wishing to 
hava nice lawn in front of his dwelling, he built a stone 
wall some distance below his house, six or eight feet high, 
&nd hauled clay and filled up the depression below, until he 
secured the conditions desired for a beautiful lawn. On this 
made, virgin soil, in which there was scarcely a seed of any 
kind, he sowed one gallon of pure timothy seed, which was 
ten times thicker than that seed is generally sown. When it 
came up, the lot presented the appearance of a beautiful 
lawn. The next season the grass grew finely, making a good 
appearance till harvest, but when it headed out there was 
not a single stalk or head of timothy in the lot. It was all 


cheat! Now, if this chess was not produced from the tim- 


othy, whence came it, and what became of the timothy? I 


could giv many other similar facts that, like the above, hav 


come under my observation, but I will not ask space for 
them, as a scientific solution of this one will solve them all. 
It is an open question. Let us be courteous, and not over- 
positiv nor dogmatic. We hav much yet to learn. It would 
require a much smaller volume to record what we know 
than what we do not. There is no special hurry. Let us 
wait till facts are sufficiently in to justify final conclusions, 
then we can arrive at them deliberately and intelligently. 
É i W. W. WALKER. 


Shameful to Pay Men for Deluding Us. 
WELLAND, OnT., Can., Nov. 14, 1891. 

Mer. EprroR: I hav evoluted or outgrown much of the 
ignorance and mental darkness in which I was brought up 
fromthe year 1806 of the Christianera. But the great bulk of 
Christian religionists appear to stick to it tenaciously. But 
that it should be so is not surprising, for we are all what 
circumstances hav made us.  Bffth, early training, and 
surrounding influences hav all gone to help form our 
characters, and the Christian church with its organi- 
zations and arrangements upon so large a scale forms a 
business so lucrativ to its advocates that it is well calculated 
to keep the people in that state of mental darkness and 
ignorance that our ancestors were in eighteen hundred years 
ago, who were ready to listen to and believe any miraculous 
or romantic story. Nothing was too hard for them to giv 


credit to—Joshua stopping the sun and moon, Samson's 
jawbone and fox story, Jonah and his whale adventure, and 


many other legends that fairly outdo Mr. Gulliver or Baron 


Munchausen, And to-day in this nineteenth century we are 
told by educated men from their pulpits that those stories 
are true, and asked to believe them on pain of eternal pun- 
ishment, and to pay them for keeping us posted in this kind 
of sacred literature. 
and yet are being successful in thus keeping the mass of 
the people deluded, not to call it by a worse name. 


And I am sorry to say, they hav been 


Joun Ray. 


A Plenty of Such Generosity Would Attract Workers, 


HanRINGTON, P. E. Istanp, Can , Nov. 24, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: Iuclosed find $10--$2 to encourage the 


Editor in his noble work of emancipation from the fetters of 
priestcraft; the balance you will mark for the present to my 
credit, as I hav not a list on hand of the books I will order 
next month when I send in my renewal. 
send you & new subscriber, although the signs are 
improving. I hava good call for Tux TRUTH SEEKER and 
some are quite interested in it. I am the only outspoken 
Infidel in this section. I hav many a lively time. I am 
always ready for a fight, and flatter myself that I hav 
-the best of it. 
on purpose to show me the error of my ways. That is three 
years ago. 
hav their company again. 
an Infidel. (’Tis true, the court refused my evidence on one 
occasion.) Iam on friendly terms with all my acquaintances. 
I make it a point to do just as I agree to, and all hav 
implicit confidence in me. 


I am not able to 


I hav had two sky-pilots come at one time 


They hav not come since, and I am not liable to 
I find it no inconvenience to be 


And now, Mr. Editor, I wil say Taz TRUTH BERKER is 


grand. It suits me better than anything else I ever read. 
It is my ideal paper. 
that is, we hav not enough from the fertil brain of John 
Peck. Go on with the good work. I wish you every 
SUCCESS. 


There is but one thing lacking, and 


PETER STEWART. 


A Bigots? Directory. 
282 3p Br., Derrorr, Mion., Dec. 1, 1891. 

Mr. Eprrog: Many thanks to Tux TRUTH BEEKER for 
valuable information imparted. In the issue of November 
"th, page 715, you publish the sad experience of a Dr. 
McCormick in the town. of Aurora, Neb. Two of my 
brothers, a brother-in-law, and myself hav been negotiating 
with parties for a block of lots inthat enterprising (?) town, 
upon which we intended to erect a boot and shoe factory, 
in which we expected to employ about two hundred persons, 
but after reading the above article we concluded to invest 
our funds elsewhere. 

I hav traveled over a quarter of a century, and during that 
time hav found many just such towns; and I hav noticed 
that whenever & town is governed and controled by a lot of 
pirates and bandits like Aurora, sooner or later traveling 
men will shun it as they would a skunk, and will go all 
around it to leave it severely alone; and from that time 
on the town will grow smaller instead of larger. Property 
can be bought at a song. Let me giv you a few samples of 
that kind. : 

Let us begin with your neighboring city, Orange, N. T.; 
Phillipsburg, N. J.; Easton, Pa.; Wheeling, W. Va.; Steu- 
benville, O.; Williamsport, O.; McArthur, O.; Georgetown, 
O.; Dresden, O.; Piketon, O.; Woodsfleld, O.; Barnesville, 
O; Cumberland, O; Powhatan, O.; Greenfield, O.; and by 
no means must we forget Carrollton, O.; Newark, O; and 
Zanesville, O.; La Porte, Ind.; Coldwater, Mich,; Adrian, 
Mich.; McGregor, Ia.; Wapun, Wis. 

Icould name many more of the kind, where people will 
say, Oh, if we could only sell our property for half of itg 
cost how glad we would be to get out of this God-forsaken 
town.” Cart BrITz, D.D. 


Christians Would Make Us Believe in a Monarchy. 

Nov. 28, 1891. 
Mx. EprroR: What is meant by the term, a supreme 
being?" The Farmers’ Alliance has barred its doors against 
thinkers by making faith in a supreme being a qualification 
for membership in that organization. This shuts me out. I 
know nothing about any supreme being. I am a republican 
and want no supreme being. The constitution of the state 
of Texas makes faith in a supreme being a qualification for 
office-holding. Now, it appears to me that a man is required 
to believe that the universe is an autocracy to obtain mem- 


Very truly, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEM 
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bership in the Farmers’ Alliance or to hold office in Texas. 
According to theology it takes three persons, combined in 
one, to make a supreme being. Neither Father, Son, nor 
Holy Ghost is supreme, but the three rightly put together 
make a supreme being. According to theology heaven is a 
kingdom and nature an autocracy, and the ecclesiastics: 
want to establish governments here. among men of the 
heavenly form. They would make of the world a kingdom, 
and proclaim Jesus, a dead man, its king; then they will 
elect vicegerents from among themselvs to rule in the stead. 
of the dead king during hia absence from home. Ecclesias- 
ticism is the antithesis of republicanism. The two systems 
are like oil and water—they can be mixed, but they hav no 
affinity for each other and will not combine, and ecclesiasti- 
ciam being the lighter material will keep coming to the top. 
The Farmers’ Alliance was born in Texas where à man is 
required to believe in an autocrat to hold office, and a man 
has to believe in an autocrat to be admitted to member- 
ship in the Farmers’ Alliance. Can you see no evidences of 
a conspiracy between the churches and the Farmers’ Alli- 
` ance to establish an autocracy? None are so blind as those 
who will not see. P. F. SHUMAKER. 


The Fiat Money Doctrin Lucidly Defended. 
BAN Franotsoo, CaL., Nov. 26, 1891. 

Mz. Epirog: In your issue of November 14th, P. F. 
Schumacher, in an article entitled Money,” says: 

„The word money can only be properly applied to 
coined metal, which is used as a medium of exchange and a 
measure of value." 

These are the words with which the gentleman opens his 
article, and it seems to me that if it can be shown that the 
statement has no foundation either in reason or in fact, all 

_ his subsequent reasoning falls with the fall of the premis, 
and needs no attention here. 

Looking at the matter in this light, and for the sake of 
brevity, let me, then, ask: Why is “coined metal" 
money? Is it because it is metal, or because that metal is 
coined, or both? If it is because it is metal merely, the 


justification must be shown by thé enumeration of a quality, | 


or a list of such, as is not common to other materials. If 
it is because it is coinable, it must be shown that no other 
material than metal can be coined. This, as every sensible 
person knows, cannot be shown, therefore the assertion that 
** money can only [recollect he says ** only”] be properly 
applied to coined metal “ fails of proof. 

Bat the ground upon which the gentleman predicates his 
reasoning’ regarding ‘‘coined metal" as money, may be 
owing, not to any quality of or in the metal, but rather to 
something incident to it as such; value for instance. Well, 
** metal ” has no monopoly of ** value ;” other materials that 
I could name—diamonds, for instance—are even more 
valuable, and, therefore, according to Mr. Schumacher’s 
argument, can ldy claim to be put upon the list as being 
available for money. The thing does not hang together, you 
gee ; it does not * hold water? as it were. 

(wish here to state, by way of digression, that the 
expediency of using for money one material to the exclusion 
of another falls under another category, and should not, 
therefore, be now discussed.) 

Now for the fact, the experience; and I will cite but one 
historical instance from many such : 

The Bank of Venice, which was established In 1171, did 
. business for six hundred and twenty-seven years, or until 
Napoleon captured the city in 1798, without any specie 
basis. When the Man of Marengo descended on this bank 
he found not a ducat in its vaults. Yet so prosperous were 
its affairs, so flourishing its business, that the premium of 
the paper credíts over gold had to be fixed by statute law 
at twenty per cent, showing the superiority of the govern- 
ment fiat over precious metals, which Mr. Schumacher 
would hav us believe hav the sole prerogativ of being money. 

In conclusion, permit me to state that the idea that money 
can be made out of certain materials only is a barbarism and 
a superstition unworthy of Freethinking men, and of which 
they should rid themselva as they would a pestilence. For 
of all the crimes that hav been perpetrated upon guileless 
humanity, those committed in the name and interest of the 
metal money fetich hav been the most appalling and dis- 
astrous. P. Ross MARTIN. 


"The Famin-Stricken in Christian Russia. 


: Los ANGELES, CAL., Nov. 26, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrog: Millions upon the verge of starvation, thou- 
Bands already dying from starvation, and how many dead 
from starvation we do not know. A mighty ruler of a 
mighty nation powerless to bridle the giant. Millions of 
Christians flooding every civilized land upon the face of the 
earth. Thousands of God's ordained ministers called out, 
separated from common humanity, lifted above their fellow- 
beings, through a call from the divine master to do his 
work—the work of one who said, If ye hav faith the size 
of a grain of mustard-seed, ye shall be able to remove 
mountains.” Is there not faith enough among all those that 
profess to be sent by him to do his work, to remove this 
mountain, or at least reduce its size? Or hav they forgotten 
to say, Let us pray? Is this the work of almighty God or 
the work of science? Is it the production of God's 
governing, or is it the lack of wisdom in man’s govern: 
ment? We are taught from God’s professed word that he 
sends the rain upon the just and upon the unjust, that he 
maketh his sun to shine upon the good and upon the evil. 
He faith that not a sparrow falleth without his notice. And 
he says we are of much more value. Lives are sacrified, 
hardships endured, death faced in every conceivable form, 
in the desire to find gold, or in resisting the ‘enemy that 
attempts the invasion of our stronghold, or in the enforcing 
of principles upon mankind contrary to their belief, or in 


the endeavor to eradicate principles opposed to acreed, or to 
establish belief. But when the true principle of humanity 
calls for action it is of such a very different color from anything 
we hav been called on to believe in as such that we fail to rec- 
ognize it. A call for war is easily responded to; a call for peace 
is easily acceded to if the weaker yields; but a call upon the 
bare principle of humanity, and that alone, seems not to be 
80 éasily acted upon. The sacrifice of our personal comfort 
or of our accumulated wealth, the disposal of our personal 
effects, comes harder upon us than the sending our neigh- 
bor’s son to war. There are millions of dollars’ worth of 
diamonds in our land to-day worn for the express purpose 
of pampering vanity, and not one of those that wear them 
ever experiences a feeling that there is ever a call for them 
to dispose of them, not even to feed the starving thousands 
that hunger had driven to eating the bodies of the dead. 
These same wearers of diamonds would sit in the pew of 
a fashionable church and hear a sermon preached from the 
words, Go and sell all thou hast and giv to the poor,” 
without the remotest idea that it applied in any way unto 
themselvs. And he who gave forth the discourse, at the 
end of the ‘sermon perhaps would ask for money to adorn 
that church or perhaps to’ help build a finer edifice. Great 
God, is there not in this world.of ours to-day a heart that 
responds unto the divine principle, Do ye unto æl? men as 
ye would hav them do unto you? Is there none to respond 
unto the wail of anguish arising from the agony of millions 
of starving beings? Is there none'among all humanity that 
can devise a way to reach them? Why not send directly 
to the czar all that can be raised, with the prayer that he see 
that it reaches them? Is he so far out of the pale of hu- 
manity that he would not accept? I may not be in con- 
formity with the principles that govern mankind, but so 
long as there is one upon the face of this earth that comes 
within the radius of my knowledge cold, naked, or hungry, 
I shall never decorate myself with fine apparel, but every 
penny above the actual needs of life shall goto the destitute 
that surround me. Mrs. Cox. 


Beautiful Language On Our Future State. 
East RAR DOT R, N. Y., Nov. 18, 1891. 

MR. Enron: I hav read with great interest the Letters 
from Friends," especially so Mr. A. H. Frank's, of Buffalo, 
N. Y., of Oct. 7, 1891. This gentleman wishes D. M. 
Bennett could be in the editorial chair long enough to giv 
Wettstein a piece of his mind.” Three years ago I visited 
the grave of this noble man in the beautiful cemetery, 
Greenwood, and standing there I could but admire the 
grandeur and purity of D. M. Bennett’s character and un- 
selfish life, and above his excellent picture genius had 
chiseled in stone these words: ‘‘ Erected by one thousand 
friends ;” below which I read. D. M. Bennett, the 
founder of Tug TRUTH SEEKREE, the defender of liberty and 
its martyr; the editor tireless and fearless; the enemy of 
superstition as of ignorance its mother; the teacher of mul- 
titudes; the friend faithful and kind; the man honest and 
true, rests here.” Though dead he still speaks to us and 
asks that we continue the work he left unfinished.” ‘‘ When 


the innocent is convicted, the court is condemned.” No, 


friend Frank, humanity’s friend will never return to us. In 
his windowless palace of peace he slumbers, careless alike 
of sunshine or storm. Earth may become red with the 
blood of religious wars and rent with earthquakes, but no 
vicissitudes of time can awake him from his dreamless sleep. 
His career is finished, his conscious life ended. He belongs 
now to that vast realm whose monarch permits no sound, 
not even, friend Frank, a whisper.or a sigh, to break the 
silence that reigns throughout his wide domain. Our friend 
Bennett is dead! He will not heed the conflicts and com- 
motions; the convulsions of nature and the world’s disso- 
lution will be no more to him than the decay of the flowers 
I saw on his remembered grave, or the moldering of the 
granit that tells the stranger who rests there. Hearts of 
dust do not break, and our dead do not weep. Within the 
tomb no veiled and weeping sorrow sits, and from that 
voiceless realm the sea of trouble casts no wave. But, oh, 
how different with the living. Sobs and tears, sorrows and 
disappointments, cast their dark drapery and shadows into 
the sunlight of every day, and at its close how often we 
wonder in amazement, and ask the often-asked question, 
“Is life worth living?” But why grow melancholy? In 
this world there is much to rejoice over! And it is the best 
world I know anything about. This is a real world; yet 
the imagination often soars into the ‘‘ideal world where 
spirits dwell,” the ** promised land.” I do not take much 
stock in“ a house not made by hands eternal in the heavens.” 
It is all imaginary, that is all. I had rather hav a house on 
earth here and now than a promis of one above the blue and 
the stars. Giv me even a little cabin, like John McGinnis’s 
on the lonely banks of the Conewango—a cabin built by 
myself and daubed with blue clay; let me liv there alone, 
with the picture of the only girl I ever loved ever in my 
heart; let me wander down the winding path she often 
added beauty to that leads to the spring where the water 
bubbles out day and night, whispering a poem to the white 
pebbles, from the heart of the earth—a little cabin with some 
hollyhocks my dear matie planted at the corner, with their 
blossoms open to the sun, and a thrush making joyous the 
common air—I had rather liv there all alone in that little hut, 
with wild flowers blooming fragrant and beautiful, than hav 
all the promises all the Spiritualists can ever giv of a home 
above the clouds.” 

As a matter of fact, has any Spiritualist ever investigated 
their home that they claim awaits them above? I will giv 
$100 to shake hands with my sister, brother, father, or any 
friend dead. I will giv any Spiritualist that amount who will 
produce the spirit of any of my friends and hav them talk to 


me. And if they can convince me, prove to me, that the 
cabin I hav pictured on the Conewango is nothing compared 
to the beauty and magnificence of ‘‘ the home above,” I will | 
then be willing to swap homes, giv big bonus, and forever 

relinquish all claims here below, jump off the Brooklyn 
bridge at midnight, go down an unbeliever, and when the 
mournful waves wash me with the ebbing tide to the shore 
I will proclaim to the world I was mistaken, get on my 
wings, fiy to the spirit land, and receive my harp and take 
music lessons of the Spiritualists. But until that time ar- 
rives I am perfectly willing to remain in my Conewango 
cabin. Truly, R. R. Jones. 


The Pious Lie in Josephus. 
Howlox, Quz., Nov. 19, 1891. 

MR. Epiror: Will you insert this for the benefit of Mr. 
H. Murray, of Salida, Cal.? 

Josephus was born in the first year of the reign of Caius 
Cæsar, reckoned to be the year 37 A.D. He is believed to 
hav commenced writing history at the age of thirty-eight. 
Jesus Christ is mentioned only once in his whole work. In 
his nineteenth book of Antiquities of the Jews,” chap. ili, 
v. 8, is found the article that bears all possible marks of an 
interpolation. Here it is: Now, there was about this time 
Jesus, a wise man—if it be lawful to call him a man, for he 
was a doer of wonderful works—a teacher of such men as 
received the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both 
many of the Jews and many of the gentiles. He was [the] 
Christ; and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal 
men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those 
that loved him at the first did not forsake him, for he 
appeared unto them alive again the third day, as the divine 
prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other 
wonderful things concerning him; and -the tribe of 
Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day.” 

Note the language used. First: Pilate, at the suggestion 
of the principal men amongst ug"—indicating an act of 
very recent occurrence. And then: * And the tribe of 
Christians, 80 named from him, are not extinct at this day" 
—showing that the writer forgot that he was personating 
an ancient historian, and instinctivly used an expression 
that could not hav been used by Josephus while writing an 
event of very recent occurrence. It is also noted that this 
chapter iii looks more sensible with this piece left out, 
Again, it is impossible to believe this piece genuin without 
also believing that Josephus, the learned and authentic 
Jewish historian, the celebrated warrior and governor of 
Juda, was- such an incredible fool as to admit that Jesus was 
God and yet refuse his religion. Indeed, some zealous 
Christian writers call Josephus an Ebionite Christian, but 
there is absolutely nothing in all -his writings to warrant 
such an assumption. The interpolator himself could not 
believe Josephus a Christian, or he would not hav made 
him say, The tribe of Christians, so named from him, are 
not extinct to this day.” Again, it is quite sure that if 
Josephus had known Christ he would hav said much more 
about him. He would hav mentioned some of his 
wonderful works. He would hav mentioned the great 
earthquake, the wonderful darkness, when he. was crucified. 
Josephus shows no partiality for the tyrannical Herod. He 
givs us a very complete enumeration of his misdeeds. If 
there was any truth in the Christian claim that he put all 
male children to death under two years of age in order to 
destroy Jesus, Josephus would hav recorded that cruel act 
along with the rest. À 

In an appendix, the translator, a zealous Christian, has 
three dissertations in which he tries to prove the real 
existence of Jesus Christ, and he only succeeds in showing 
that Josephus never mentioned Jesus at all. He quotes 
Tacitus, who wrote a.D. 110; Justin Martyr, a.D. 147; 
Origen, A. p. 280, and another who wrote about A.D. 250, 
none of whom knew anything about the contested verse in 
Josephus. Then he quotes Eusebius, A.D. 824, who for the 
first time makes mention of the contested verse. Evidently 
he, the zealous instrument, of Constantine, the perjurer and 
murderer, was the interpolator. It is quite evident that 
Josephus did not know Jesus, consequently Jesus was not 
there at the time alleged, unless he was one of the many 
thousands whom Pilate put to death for sedition and was, 
like the rest of them, too obscure and insignificant to be 
mentioned by name. 

Judging the origin of Christianity by the works of Jo- 
sephus, it would seem to hav started about 100 B. o. ina 
sedition by a Jew named Sadduc. His descendants kept 
stirring up the same political and religious innovations, 
called seditions, all along down to the days of Josephus, 
The same Sadduc is given in the gospel of Matthew as 
the seventh ancestor of Jesus Christ. This would bring the 
Christian date about right, but it is not indorsed by 
Josephus. I do find in Josephus that one of Badduc's 
descendants was named Jesus, but he lived too early to be 
Matthew's Jesus; besides, he was not the son of Joseph, but 
was the son. of Bapphias; otherwise he might answer the 
description pretty well,as Josephus Says that he was the 
leader of & seditious tumult of mariners and poor people, 
and took with him certain Galileeans to set the palace on 
fire. Josephus also mentions **John? beheaded by Herod, 
not under the circumstances mentioned by Christians, but 
simply on account of a political difference. In mentioning 
John the Baptist, the Baptist is in italic, indicating that it is 
added by the translator; and James the Just, the brother 
of Jesus called Ohrist, is also in italic. 

In the aforesaid contested piece I see two words—*' divine 
prophets ’—-which cannot be found again in all the works of 
Josephus. The expression was undoubtedly coined after the 
days of Josephus. 

There is no other mention of Christ or his religion than 
what I hav stated in all the works of Josephus. 

Yours truly, Cras. LAPRROHX, 
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Children’s Garner. 


Hdited by. Muss Susan H. Wrsos, Pei 
Hiser, Hass., to whom ali Communications for 
tiis Oornar ehouid 26 some. ` : 


Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower. 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


— E . E a E 


Travesty 


ON "BUBSYBODIES," IN THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOV. 
14, 1891. 
Tt is a fact, as I’ve been told, 
That people in the days of old 
Got rich in silver and in gold 
Their coffers full as they could hold— 
By minding others’ business. 


They did their worst to wound the fame 


When we got to a nice level piece of road, he 
said to the horse: ‘* Now, Duncan, show Mr. 
B. how you can trot. Off you go!” And 
off he did go. Being a farmer nearly all my 
life, I hav raised many horses, but they were 
not fast, and when Duncan started he 
nearly frightened me out of my wits, for, as 
the profane would say, he went as if the 
devil was after him. Mr. Heaton, seeing I 
was scared, said:. There, Duncan, that 
will do,” and the horse quieted down toa 
common gait. 

In process of time Mr. Heaton sold this 
horse and got another; and several years 
elapsed, when & curious incident occurred 
which is worth relating. Mr. Heaton was 
on a visit to Philadelphia, and on walking up 
Chestnut street one day in cómpany with & 
friend, with whom hg was conversing in his 
usual loud and emphatic way, he heard the 
whinny of a horse, hitched to a doctor's 


son, while disgusting scraps were sent to the | ` 


rooms of the helpless, suffering persons. 

Nothing could exceed the elegance of that 
dining-room; but even the most holy and 
hardened trembled when they saw the out- 
line of a skeleton seated in a shaded place 
with costly china, silver, and crystal before 
him. Mr. Brown came in, boasting loudly 
of benevolence, who had erected a cheap, 
showy building, into which the poor were 
driven like cattle, and kept in a hungry, 
wretched condition. The throng of visitors 
was.so great the most industrious persons 
were unable to earn their living.. All they 
thought of was to get away from such a 
useless, savage place. Sweet manners and 
politeness would hav made it splendid for 
business of all kinds. 

But to return to our pious dining-room— 
the sobbivg and weeping of suffering people 


‘Correspondence. 


Esos Varrey, PA., Nov. 20, 1891. 
My Dear Miss Wixon: I send you a com- 


munication for the Corner. If it be too long, 
cut it in two. pieces. 
youhay! The seed you are sowing is taking: 
root, but it will not spring forth and bear 
fruit until you pass away. What though? 
You can be happy in the foresight of the 
result. 
necessity of unlearning in later years the 
false teachings of childhood. 


What a field of labor 


You will prevent mauy from the 


Hoping this will find you well and happy, 


and with my sincere admiration for the work 
you are doing, I remain your well-wisher and 
humble co-laborer, | 


- A. B. BRADFORD. 
[We thank our friend for his kind apprc- 


ciation. Such words are always an inspira- 
tion and help.—Eb. C. C.] 


] 3 
HELP THE UNFORTUNATE. 


` Laweenog, Kan., Nov. 26, 1891. 
DAR Miss Wrxon: It is a long time since 


Of all, no matter what his name; 

They filched from all who went and came; . 
They pleased themselvs—all did the same, 

` AB if 'twás proper business. 


And if a man did what was right 

From day to day with all his might, 

He'd soon be put in sorry plight 

By some old pug-nosed blatherskite 
Who had no other business. 


buggy on the other side of the street, and in 
a moment more, to the surprise of the 
spectators, the horse and buggy, without a 
driver, came over to where Mr. Heaton was. 
It wasDuncan! He had heard Mr. Heaton’s 
voice, and recognized it as that of an old 
friend, and came over to renew the acquaint- 
ance. Mr. Heaton recognized him also, and 
was patting him on the neck and talking to 
him, when the doctor coming down from his 
patient, and finding his horse and buggy on 
the other side -of the street from where he 
had left him, went over to the crowd to see 


And now; in our more modern days, 
There ig some change in people's ways; 
Though men a hue and cry may raise 
Bout former times, and paraphrase 
Bout minding our own business.” 


We hav a xjght to come and go 


outside was distinctly heard by all, but no 
attention was paid to it, except that the re- 
mark was made that street beggars ought to 
be arrested and put in jail. Two millionaires 
were contending about points of faith and 
religious ceremonies, men of vast wealth 
were abusing the poor, when the raven flew 
into the room, gilded and richly decorated, 
and landed in the center of the table. 
Glancing round upon the splendid com. 
pany, glittering with jewels, with fire in his 
eye, he seemed suddenly endowed with the 
power of speech, addressing them with 


Ilast addressed you, but I noticed a letter 
from Mr. Cook in the Lusifer last Sunday 
while reading that paper. The extreme 
poverty he livs in urged me on to writing to 
you, in hopes some boys and girls could be 
persuaded to giv him a Christmas present to 
help him out. 

Tam now teaching school, and thus making 
some money for myself, so will send him 
$2.50 from mother and 1 to help him to liv. 
He has done so much for Freethought and 
humanity, it seems strange that he is left 
alone and neglected, while there are 80 many 
well-to-do. Freethinkers, who should assist 
him to pass his last days in comfort and 
plenty. I will send more in the future, as 


And ‘find out What our neighbors do, 
And buy fine things to make a show; 
And, Jehy-like, run to and fro 

To mind gur neighbors’ business. 


Bo; if we take the pains to see, 

"T will not be long ere we'll agree 

That, though there wickedness may be 

'Mong all the humans, he and she, 
Some tend to their own business. 


But let us no more notice take 

Of evil tqpgues, for goodness's sake; 

Nor fret ourselves a fuss to make. 

Let's pugh right on, keep wide awake, 
And mind each other's business. 


Now, let this coutroversy close, 
And ming our own and others’ woes. 
Though there be friends and there be foes 
Who tread upon each other’s toes, 
Though every man may stick his nose 
In otherg’ business, and disclose 
A selfish nature, and oppose 
Mu-h of- the good as this world goes, 
And—well, really, I suppose 

We'll hav to tend to business. 


B. F. ROBBINS. 
— — .. ——-——— 


A Chapter trom Life. 


Although § am an old man, upward of 
eighty, I HKRe, when Tax TRUTH BxzxxxR 
comes and I take a glance at its solid con- 
tents, to run down into the Corner and romp 
-a while with Susan Wixon and her bright 
family of boys and girls. Iam always glad 
to see anything in her school which tends to 
bring her scholars into closer communion 
with our Mother Nature as she shows herself 
in the plant and animal worlds. I say 
communion ‘because we human beings who 
stand at the head of the list, hav all our 
things in common with the plants and 
animals, so that I mean no indignity to the 
human race when I say that man is no more 
than an animal who, because he is highly 
improved in his intellect, looks down upon, 
and exercises control over, a)l the rest of his 
fellow-beings. I think the flowers, and the 
trees, and indeed the whole family of plants, 
hav more of ldss mind according to their 
needs; for their bodies are as well organized 
as ours and they do everything we do except 
one. They are anchored fast in the ground. 
They cannot leave their homes and travel on 
horseback or in the railroad cars, as we can. 
But they send their children abroad as 
. representativs, many of them on the wings of 
the wind, and in divers other strange ways. 
The world of animals, as we still call them, 
we know more about, since we can look into 
their eyes, and having vocal organs, we can 
hear then. tal#!after their manner, and hold 
conversations with them. Jacob Heaton, a 
life-long friend of mine, who lived and died 
at Salem, O., always became very much 
attached to his horses and they to him, 
because lie Was very kind and considerate to 
them. He would hold long conversations 
with them, especially about oats, and grass, 
and sometimes about the taste of sugar, con-- 
cerning which most horses hav decided 
opinions, When in harness, Mr. Heaton, as 
every driver ought, controled his horse more 
by his voice than by the rein or whip; for 
although x loud, it was very emphatic. He 
had a hoffe named Duncan, who could go 
as fast, or as slowly, as his owner pleased. 
On the occasion of one of my frequent visits, 


he took me out for a ride in his buggy. | 


what had happened. Then Mr. Heaton ex- 
plained the phenomenon by saying that he 
lived in Ohio, four hundred miles from 
Philadelphia, and once owned the horse, and 
that, having been mutual friends, they had 
accidentally met after years of separation to 
renew, for a. few moments, their old friend- 
ship. 

I hav frequently been asked by visitors 
why I do not sell my farm and go with my 
family to a city, where I can hav plenty of 
company, hear good music, and see persons 
and things which I cannot see in the country. 
But I tell them that a city to us would be 
what an unbroken forest would be to them— 
a penitentiary. It is I who, as a farmer, liv 
in a large world filled with the most beautiful 
and wonderful things to see and study. The 
bock of Nature has a thousand pages, and 
every one is full of interest and instruction, 
so that a farmers family, if they be 
intelligent, and hav the divine hunger for 
knowledge, are never troubled with what 
the French call ennui, which means 
weariness and disgust with having nothing 
todo. Some years ago we had a visit from a 
city lady, who had been a schoolmate of 
Mrs. B., and who Lad seldom or never seen 
either a sunrise or sunset. It was in the 
month of May, and the time for hatching 
chickens. One of the children had brought 
from the barn a fully matured chick, which, 
not being able to break the shell, had died. 
The child opened the shell and put the chick 
into the lady’s hand for examination. She 
was in raptures over its beautiful feet, and 
observed with astonishment that its head was 
beneath its wing. Then she finished her 
silent musing by expressing her wonder— 
juat as a well-educated city ignoramus would 
—how in the world the chick got inside the 
8hell ! 

Oa another occasion, standing among a 
flock of turkeys and chickens, the lady was 
Struck with their keen eyes, and was sur- 
prised when she was told that neither a 
turkey nor a chicken ever winked with its 
eyelids from the moment in the early 
morning when it removed its head from 
behind its wing till it went to roost at night. 
Then one of the girls took up a hen and 
showed how in the corner of its eye there was 
a nictitating membrane, with which, like a 
weaver's shuttle, but with the quickness of 
the lightning's flash, the hen could keep her 
eye moist and free from dust. 

(OONOLUDED NEXT WEEK ) 
— . c 
Legend Continued. 


Dear Youne FRIENDS: Seth, Jane, and the 
raven continued to work very hard for rich 
Christians without collecting any funds. 
Poor, hungry Seth was lying under a tree. 
Dear Ravy,” said he to the raven, could 
you not frighten them a little?” “I will 
try,” thought the good bird, his eye growing 
bright. : 

He flew to a palace, almost where the 
dinner was ready. Mr. Smith was there, 
who took the sacrament three times a month. 
He was keeper of an asylum, with a large 
salary, but no vacant seat at his table for the 
poor; the rich were present there every day, 
to share with him all the luxuries of the sea- 


weird and fearful emphasis. Every word was 
a hoarse and terrible sound. 

Shame on you! You are feasting, trying 
io excite your jaded appetites, while the 
poor who cannot recompense are not invited 
to the banquet. But your houses will soon 
be made desolate, and fearful calamities shall 
dog your footsteps. The curse of Cain will 
be light in comparison to what is in store for 
you. Even now,” shrieked the infuriated 
bird—but the ghastly, frightened company, 
thinking that the raven was an evil spirit, 
rose from their seats and tried to scramble 
from the room. Many dropped down dead 
from some awful and mysterious cause, 
while others filled the doorway with corpses. 
Despair and horror seemed holding a jubilee. 
One man, worth ten millions, took his seat in 
a richly embroidered chair, cursing the needy 
in a vehement manner. He fell forward, 
dead, upon the costly carpet, like a slaugh- 
tered beef (a fact). He also forgot himself, 
and with his last breath cursed Christ and 
the Holy Ghost. A spirit seemed to enter 
the house, and with the help of kind servants 
piled baskets with provisions and other 
articles. Some of them glided swiftly to 
Seth and Jane. One was placed in the 
raven’s bill, which he bore through the air, 
though it was very heavy. 

Faint and hollow-eyed, he placed it before 
the children, who, forgetting themselvs, 
spent the evening caressing and feeding him 
the little that he would allow. Seth held him 
in his arms, entreating him to rest. Then 
Jane took him gently, and he slept awhile. 
Said she, I wish—eyen if it had killed me.” 
Said Seth: **I must go and find what to do 
with these things. They do not belong to 
us.” *'Certainly," said Jane; ‘dear Ravy 
thought he was doing right; he meant no 
harm." I wish," muttered Jane again, 1 
had carried that basket, even if it had killed 
me." Ravy opened his eyes and looked 
happy and well. : ALHAZA. 

— — àw— 
The Sacred Bo. Tree. 

When I read or hear something interesting 
or instructiv I like to share the pleasure, so 
now will tell you about the bo-tree of 
Ceylon, which is said to be one hundred 
years older than the great China wall. 

It is old and feeble and gnarled, but thou- 
sands of pilgrims still flock to worship it, 
and each one is eager to secures leaf from 
its venerable branches. 

These leaves only possess full virtue when 
they fall of themselvs, ripe and mature, from 
the tree, so there is always an eager watch 
and scramble for them. 

The bo.tree is said to be the oldest histor- 
ical tree in the world, and therefore has an 
interest for us all. 

Its worshipers carry offerings of cocoanut 
oil, palm blossoms, champac fiowers, and 
the bloom of the temple-tree, and the ground 
is, saturated around its roots with the oil 
of its anointment. One might marvel at 
worshiping a tree, but why not as well 
worship a grand and noble specimen of nat- 
ure’s growth, as the old myth of a Bible 
God whom no one has ever seen, and of whose 
existence there is no shadow of proof. 

The tree is there and all can see and love it, 

Aunt ELMINA, 


The Growth of Agnosticism 
Early Verses, 
Sundays and Holydays, 


After Many Years: A Poem, 
The Activities of Agnosticism, 
Religion Without Superstition, 


will my mother and sister. 


When I last wrote to you I was a school- 


girl, but now I am teaching, although I feet 
as though I am only a school-gir] yet, as I 
am only seventeen years old. Many of my 
pupils are larger than I am, one older and 
several about the same age. 
proper for me to direct those older and larger 
than myself. This letter, I fear, is too long, 
80 I will close and hope a pleasant and happy 
Christmas and New Year for you. 


It seems im- 


Ever your friend, ANNETTA C. PAL. 
[The charitably disposed may send con- 


tributions to our fellow-traveler who is in 
need, directing to Prof. J. H. Cook,Columbus, 
Kan. 
heart.— En. C. C.] 


He will receive them with a grateful 
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5 » Price, 10 cents. Pabbath is 


The False Teaching ot the Chris- 


tian Church. The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Christian chureh are dnte 
nine poor, broken-down opiniong." 10 cents. 


"The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 


‘of a minister's praying God to kill 
pors, or trying to induce the Deity to 


beetle!” Price, 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesus: Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


PL 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Publie Schools and the Catholic 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 


LIFE AND CAREER 
Charles Bradlaugh |. 


George J acob Holyoake, 


— 


Every Freethinker wants this Lif 
Englis 1 Seoularist, by the Pun of Beng aren hed 


Price, 15 conta. Ten copies, $1. 
Address this Office, 


Evolution Series. 


—0— 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 


No. 1.—Alfred Russell ‘allace, b 
Cope, Fh. P.; with portrall. 4. by Edward D. 
0. 2.—Ern diaet l by Thaddeus B. Wake. 


man; with po: 
Price, 10 Cents each, 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 800pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. An 
m Boys eng . n: EUN 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book. - 
fon for Ohildren and You Mid Sg le 
hinkers’ Ohildren’s Story-Book ever tesuca. 


i Sage ee be | broad 
YD! OY, tone Apa: 
trated overs; 470 2 App., boar de, Hn M 


Address TH TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


The Fitness of Things in 


characteristios ; his peu eee lon; his 


religions opinions., 
MC Y ROBER ERT D. DARWIN: His cestry, 
an A 
2 lifo,ang pera personal characteristics. : By Jogs 
EAD WI 


AND 5 LANETABY EVOLUTION: 
s , ROLAR, suns A Le come into being. Did 
- material pniverse ¢ ever have a beginning? 


ARRET 
4. EVOLUTION OF THE IR EARTH: The story of k 


geology: How the world grew. By D 
: wis G. JANES. 
5. EVOLUTION. OF VEGETAL LIFE : How does 


begin; The problem of spontaneous 

" WILLIAM Porrs. 
s UTI F ANIMAL LIFE: The evi- 
s EVOLUT ION OE 7, geographical distribu. 
tion and comparative zoology. By ROSSITER 


ih DRACERT OF MAN; Belation of 
ation of man 
5 DM cb brute creation; his ancestral line; 


durati ration of human lifə on the planet, By 


OPE; P 
8, EVOLUTION oF MIND: The mind and the 
nervous system; the aturo of mind. By 
65 bd e 20 NY 1 

9. EVOLUTI rimi 
z growth of che ee, pim and state: de D de. 
Tage. B of the domestic relations; mar. 

ge. By JAMES A. BEILTO: 


N. 
10. EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. Origin of re 


ligious beliefs; ideas of primitive man. By | 


Z. BIDNEY BAMPSON. 
11. EVOLUTION OF MORALS. ` How altruiam 
rows ont. out a, egoism; the proper balance. 

y Dr. Lx 

12. PROOFS OF "EVOLUTION, a, from geology; 
from morphology ; 0, from embryology; 
v from ue osi8; e, from rudimen- 
tary organs; f, from goographioa] dist distribu- 
tion; g, from discovered i- 
foia ficial Breeding; i i, from reversion; k, from 
VOLURION VAS BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 
18. EVOL: ON S PELATI n e 
SOPHY OF EVOLUTI , Relation 

s PHILOS doctrine to prevailing philosophical 
systems. STranR Hoyt NICHOLS. 

15. THE EFFEOTS OF EVOLUTION ON. THE 
COMING OIVILIZATION. Plans for social 
regeneration as tested by evolution. By 

SCOP AND. PRINOIPLES OF THE 
B. 9 

2d THVOLULION PR PHILOSOPHY. By Ds. Lewis 
JANES, 

HE MO AND RELIGIOUS’ ASPFOTS 

"T OF HERBERT SPENOER'S PHILOSOPHY. 
By BYLVAN DREY. 


18. THE RELATIVITY OF KNOWLEDGE. The 
nature of uber ; the dost sight, sound, 
taste, smell doctrine o the Un- 

nowable. Br ROBERT G. EOOLEB. 

19, A STUDY OF MATTER AND MOTION. An 
excellent digest of a much vexed question, 
with quotations from many authorities. By 
Hon. 9 DAMS, 

20. PBIMITI 
Be hal ote 


Man as revealed by 
betel pes evidences of man’s 
antiquity i geological periods; man’s a 

ance in the pliocene; paleolithio an 
lithic races; the ages of bronze and iron 
eave men and lake-dwellers; dolmen and 
mound builders: primitive implements and 
tools; proofs of man’s natural evolution. 
By Z. SIDNEY Sampson. 

81. GROWTH OF THE MARRIAGE RELATION. 
Marriage a primitive institution ; — earlier 
forms ; no evidence of original promis 
exogamy and endogam Mar: group-marriage; 
polygyny, pol andry an monogamy ; MAr- 
riage by capture; monogamy the highest 
form of f the relation ; divorce aad divorce 
laws: marria 5x. & contracts its regulation 
by the state. Bramer aap AKE. 

22, EVOLUTION OF TES TATE. The growth 

political institutions; the patriarchal 

DE ihe tribe and olan. By Jomw A. 
TAYLOR. 

28. EVOLUTION OF LAW. How law begins: 
statute law and judge-made law : the con- 
version of customs into law. By PRor. RUFUS 
SHELDON. ` 

24. EVOLUTION OF MEDIOAL SOIENCE. 
Supernatural ideas of disease; fetichism in 
medicine ; the beginnings of medical science. 
By RoBELT COLES, M.D. 

25. EVOLULION OF ARMS AND ARMOR. The 
necessity for arms and armor under the 
struggle for existence. By Joun C. Km- 


26. EVOLUTION OF THE MEOHANIO ARTS. 
Development of the human hand; the earli- 
est nee of implements and tools. By JAMES 

. Bx1LTON. 

27. EVOLUTION OF THE WAGES SYSTEM. 
The definition of wages; economic oharac- 
teristics of the wages system; wages the 
outgrowth of slavery; origin and develop 
ment of the wages system. By Phor. Gro. 
GuxTON; 


38, EDUCATION AS A FAOTOB IN OIVILI- 
ZATION 


+ The beginnings of education; | . 


early methods. in Egyp Persis -Ohina 
Greece, and Rome; early Christian ideas ol 
education; Oatholic and Protestant views; 
the common school system. By Miss OARo. 
11 E Row. 
29. EVO. OIAL REFORM. I. 
a 102 ‘og'cal AND M900. By Rav. JoHN 


80, BYOLUTION AND BOCIAL REFORM. II. 
The Booialistio Method. By WILLIAM Ports. 


81. EVOLUTION AND SOCIAL REFORM. III 
The Avarchistio Method. By Huan O. 
PENTEOOST. 


32. EVOLUTION AND SOOIAL REFORM. IV 
The Scientific Method. By DANIEL GREEN- 
LEAF THOMPSON. 


88, ASA GRAY : His Life and Work. By Mas. 
Many TREAT. 


84. EDWARD LIVINGSTON YOUMANS. The 
Man and his Work. By PROF. JOHN Frskx. 


Hach Number, Ten Cents. ag 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER B 00. D 
88 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH: 
THEIR 


Criraes and Persecutions. 
svo, 1,119pD. Oloth, $3; leather. $4; morocco 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Lafayette Place, New York, 


resent, By D. M. BENNETT. 1,075 pages, 
o. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroo- 
eo, gilt edges, $4. $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Ohris- 

tians. A companion book to **'The World's 

Sages,” etc. By D. M. BENNETT. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; - 
morocoo, gilt edges, $4, 50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a a full account of all the gods thé nations 
of the earth hav worshipe including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. I. describés fully all 
the. religious systems of the world, includ- 
ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D M. BENNETT. Written in prison at 
bany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. 

1,115 


pages, 8vo. In ‘cloth, $4. 00; leatr er, $5. 06; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
e The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to "Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
whole r « eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, 53.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
COUNT AMBERLEY, son of the late: Lord 
Tohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Uomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, Svo. In eloth, $3.00; 


— 


The raine volumes are called The 


Truth Seeker Library.” If all are ordered to. 


gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of ea. 


Bennett-Teod Discussion. Between 
. BENNETT. and Cyrus ROMV LUS R. 

tes Jesus the Lord God Oreator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper, 30 cents; 


What Objections to Christianity? 

discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 

G. M. Mars, divided into the following 

theses: 1. Christianity is neither new nor 

original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve. 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorioal; it is not cor- 
roborated by contem: oraneous history. 

Bennett affirms; denies, "This i ia 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the Uniteà 
States Cirouit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
case, and shows what monstrous injustice 
was perpetrated upon Mz. Bennert. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


iterrogatories to Jehovah. Being 
8,000 questions propounded to his Jewi 
Godshi upon a great variety of subjects. 
, Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu- 
tion from Christianity to Liberalism. Pa- 

eloth, 75 cents. 


| The Bock ef Chronicles of the Pil- 


ms in the Land of Yahweh: 
so the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle t¢ 
the Truth Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 


The First Epistle of Bennett the 


Apostle the Truth Seekers, 
10 cents. 

The Great Religions of the World. 
10 cents. 

Quen Letter to Samuel Colgate. 
10 cents. n 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY 


Subscription price, $3 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 


ers! AN BO ceca f 2 2 
2. Men; Women, and Helen H. Gac- 
dener . 4 · 
8. Age of Reason. Thoman Pain 25 
4. Answers to Ohristian Question: S 
: ennett........-..eeeesr . seiskus be 
5. Ohristian Absurdities, John Peok........ 20 
6: Viotor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire 10 
. Ingersoll's Address on Bhakspere......... 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 
Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


‘A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Preface by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread 1s the story of two young 
ris and a younger brother who were left parent» 
eng, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
oing to Ohicago. 


The authoris algo the heroin. | 


fie narrativ is, in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girl's life and experience in the city of Ohicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and, appreciates ig m» to be worth ine attention 
of the rest of the world. oo 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com- 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Oharles Watts. With Prefa- 
. tory Letters by George Jacob. Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 

A Reply to Father Lambert's 
“Tactics of Infidels,” 20 cents. 


Post free. 
Christianity: Its Origin, Nature 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 18 
cents. N 
The Horrors of the French Revo- 
. lution: Their Causes, 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. : 
Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
. . 10centa. 
Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to he Contradictory and Defeotiv as an Ethical 
Guide. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 
Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which Is the More Reasonable? 
` g4 pages. Price, 10 cents. 


Evolution and Special Creation, |. 


. 10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. ` 

The Superstition of the Christian 

; Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbelief. 22 pages in 

.. Gover. Price, 10 cents. ; 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union ; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Ets 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 32 pages in cover, 
Price, 10 cents. : 

Theological Presumption : An Open 
Letter to the Rev. Dr. R, F, Burns, of Halifax, 
N. B. In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: . 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 3. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Obristianity,, 3. Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions. 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. Obristianity and Slavery. 16 Pages. Price, 


5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
. 98 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


UNITARIANISM. 


Statements sent free on application to Wor- 
seater, P. O. Mission, Worcester, Mass. Books 
loaned. 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THR 


Confllet between Reason and Superstition, 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
: Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 


Address at the Testimonial to Wait 
Whitman. 


Price, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. Pub- 
Hshed at this office, 


to $100 more. All sent 


SS] 
See 


SE ES SURI s 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 
; AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
i DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRICE, TEN OENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
^. 88 Lafayette Place, New York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 
ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
of Man. ? 

CoxTENTS: What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lio Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
icai Problem. Man's Fall and the Christian 
Scheme for his Bedemption. Man's Position, 
Fate, Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Oharterof Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of fhe Individual.. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of Bo- 
ciety to Oriminals. Duty of Self-Oulture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of ** Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light will find in it satisfaction 
an ation.—[New York Tribune. 

. The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to noblest sentiments: never to his gel- 
fishness.—[{Boston Post. 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.--[Boston Traveler. ! 
12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 506. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales'ine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. O. MIDDLETON. 


DOWN THEY G0! 


Best make American Stemwind Watches, 15 
jewels, adjusted, pat. regulator, in silverine onse. 
only $11; in 8 ounce coin silver, $16; 4 ounce, $17 
(a few years ago $00) In best 14 kt. filled gold 
cages, open face, $20; hunting, $23 to $28; 14 kt. 
solid gold, $40 to $100; same, not adjusted, $2 less ; 
11 jwls. $3.50, and 7 jwis. $5 less (lower grade 
watches, $5. $4, and $2.50). 

THE PERF£OTED “OTTO WETTSTEIN” 
WATOH, much finer than above, full adjusted to 
heat, cold, and position, 16 jwls,and all modern 
improvements, nickel movement, cased as above, 
$8 more, gilt mov’t. $6 more. No one else in the 
world sends out so good a watch at the gise ; 

LADIES LD HUNTING AMERIGAN 
WATOHES, latest styles. best filled, 7 jwls. $17; 
11 jwls. $18.50; 15 jwls. $25; 14 kt. solid gold, $10 


repaid, kept inorder one 
year, and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

DIA : in rings, vins. drops, studs, eto., 
$10; $15; $25; $50; $100 to $1,000 per get. Cash re- 
funded, if not 20 per cent below regular price, 
any time within one year. | 2 

WEDDING RINGS: Plain, chased, with pearls, 
emeralds, rabies, moonstones, opals, garnets, 
turquoise, solitaires or combinat ons, a specialty. 

SUNDRIES 3 Bogers Bros’. triple plated knives, 
$1.75, forks, $1.75; Tea spoons, $1.80; Tables, $8.49; 
Best spects. in the world, $1; Pebbles, $2; 14 kt. 
gold, $5 more (send line of finest print you can 
read without glasses 14 inches from eyes); Gold 
headed canes, $8; $10; $15; $20. Best razor—a 
luxury—$2; Solid silver spoons, $1.70 per ounce. 
Souveneir spoons, silver, $1.25 to $2; Tea sets, 
$20 to $40; everything in the line of fancy table 
silver, novelties, plush, and art goods, gold pens, 
ee. All sent prepaid {except cutlery) subject to 
exchange or cash back. 

: OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

Established 1857. Rochelle, III. 


Bend for price-lists, beautiful cards in colors 
and gold of my Freethought badges (large and 
gmali), tracts, eto. Free. 


{MAGIC LANTERN 


TON, and — 
tions and Pe: 

ular Jilustrat. 
Lectures 


ed 
ers, and ship to all parts of the world. If you wish to 


Entertainments for pleasure, or 


name this paper, and send for our 


Mfg Optician, 4 


College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Girard 


rversion of Stephen Girard'smagnificent 
9r ag i-i to Philadelp hia by the Ohristian 


hurches snd Young Men's 
$ Ohristian Associa- 
n. 


By Rion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. 


New Zdition, Revised aud Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH 


SEE 
28 Lafayette Place, Nen Pork. 
Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 


sale at this office. Price, 50 cents. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


Bx JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 


lyzed,” “ The Real Blasphemers,” **Bpir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytio thinker, 
who is gifted. with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and produotiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it se richly 


merita.—(The American Idea. 
a Cloth, 12mo, $i. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


4 OoLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 


For Liberal and Ethical Societies, 


For Schools and the Home, 


COMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 


Pzioz, 


. LI * 81.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


oo. 


DONALD KENNEDY 


Address THB TnuTz SREKEE. 


IGIRARD’S WILL) beral Blestings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
haw their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club. N.Y. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect. 
uresand discussions, The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey gt., oor. Market 
st. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch, 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7:30. Lectures, debates, and disous- 
sions on all important secular subjects. Pres. . 
irent. Henny BID; Seoretary, OORA BELLE ` 


Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Bew:ord avenue and 
E. D., at 8 P. M., ever 


Philadelphia Liberal League 25+ 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad an d 
ood sts. at 3:30 and 7:30 P. M, for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
ble speskers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Reekerpublioationgalwaygon hand at cheap rates. 


ena 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town hall. All friends of human 
oultivation are invited. MARIUS HEIGHTON, Bec. 


EHzur Wright Secular Union. 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Bun- 
days of each month at Independent Qhuroh, at 
10:30 A. M. Free digoussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Taz Trurs SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Surru, Oor. Ses. 


Chieago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P. u., at 
Fort Dearborn Hall, 181 West Madison. street. 
and at 116 Fifth avenue. Lectures and debates. 
Strangers from abroad are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall). 
by debates.’ ‘The publis cordially goin followed 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at 8 o“ , - 
s extended io all. o eas gren cordial "m 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 pm. in don- 
ald's Hall in Port Angeles, Vene oot- 
ures, songs, and select reading. igoussion Ín- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free. FRANK MORSE, Cor. Bec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 


immense. For Home A 
found as instructive or amusing. 


PAY WELL. 


Of Roxbury, Mass., Says: 


Strange cases cured by my MEDIOAL DIS. 
COVERY come to me every day. Here is one of 
Paralysis—Blindness—and the Grip. Now how 
does my MEDICAL DISCOVERY cure all these : 
I don’t know, unless it takes hold of the Hidden 
Poison that makes all Humor. 


VIRGINIA Orrx, NEVADA, Sept. 9th, 1891. 

Donald Kennedy—Dear Sir: I will state my cage 
to you: About nine years ago I was paralyzed in 
left side, and the best doctors gave me no 
relief for two years, and I was advised to try your 
DISCOVERY, which did its duty, and in a few 
months I was restored to health. About four years 
ago I became blind in my left eye by a spotted 
cataract. Last March I was taken with La Grippe, 
and was confined to my bed for three months. At 
the end of that time. a8 in the start, then it struck 
me that your OVERY was the thing for me; 
80 I got a bottle, and before it was half gone I 


eral Union 


Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-mo: 
and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, EE at p 
all. Everybody invited. 


ed. Mus. R. M. 
Pros.: J. H. MoWILIAMS, Reo. Seo. 
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The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


uable libr: is 


was able to go to my work in the mines. Now in tures, discussions. d E 
regard to my eyes, ag I lost my left eye, and about greatest "Freedom zcoorded tb ^l. poom. fos 


six months ago my right eye became affected with | * Universal Mental Liberty.” 
black spots over the sight as did the left eye J. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OHARLES SHEA, Be 
perhaps some twenty of them—but since I have 
been using your DISOOVERY they all left my 
right eye one; and, thank God, the bright 
light of beaven is once more making its appoaranoe 
in my lert eye. Iam wonderfully astonished at it. 
and thank God and your MEDIOAL DISOOVERY. 
Yours traly, Hank WHITE. . 


u Fort Worth, Tex., Liberal Club, 


Meets every Sunday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, A.M. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. Co., A. HARRIS, Pres. 
Isaao8. LEE, Seo. 


Liberal Association of Austin, 
ex. 

meets every Sunday at 11 A.M., at its hall, cor. 

Cong avenue and 9th st. Visiting Liberals 

invited. J. P. Richardson, President; M. Maas, 

Becretary. . 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black oloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
Bx LUDWIG FEUERBAOCH. 
Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot. 
Price, $3. 7 


AN INFIDEL REMEDY. 
END 10 CENTS TO 
SEN. FELLOWS, 
VINELAND, N. J. 
for his book on youth- 
ful errors, early decay, 
wasting weakness, lost 
manhood &c. It sets 
forth an External A 
plication— a reliable 
home cure,with fulldi- 
rections for use. Its a 
certainty, no failure. 
State where you saw 
,this advertisement. 
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A patient writing from Davenport, Wasb., 
says: ‘Your remedy is marvellous, and will 
accomplish what is said it will do. The value 
of which is untold.” 


AND STEREOP,TICONS 


afford the best and cheapest means of object teaching for 
Colleges, Schoo! and Sunday Schools. Our as 
sertment of Views, illustrating Amr, Scizncx, History, 
t and Parlor Entertainment, etc., nothing can 
Gf Church Entertainments, Public Exhtbt- 
OP A very profitable business for 

a person withamali capital. We aro 
the largest manufacturers and deal- 
know how to order, how to conduct Parlor 
Publie Exhibitions, eto., for MAKING MONEY. 


220 PAGE BOOK FREEe 


assau Street, New York. 


800 
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ems of the Beek, 


‘Ox the attempt of the Italian government 
to suppress the religious marriage ceremony 
L'Osservatore Romano says: Such out. 
rageous cynicism would disgust the most 
uncultivated, the most savage people on earth, 
for the marriage form of all is accompanied 
with some degree of religious ceremony.” 


Dom Pepeo is dead. 


Catzotios deny that 
they forced children into 
convents in China. 


BeteruM forbade pub. 
lic exhibitions of hypno- 
tism and its practice in 
any way but by doctors. 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, GODS AND 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of ths Leading Philosophers, 


Teachers, ‘Skeptics, Innovators, Founders of 

New Schools of Thought, ent. Seien- 

tists, etc. (who were not Christians), 

from the time of Menu to the pres- 
ent. Svo, 1, O7öpp., cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; MOr., g. e., $4.50. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


BILDAD: Behold, God will not cast away 
a perfect yan , neither will he help 
= the evit doers.” 


paar 


C Job vill. 20.9 


———- 


In the trial over the 
pilgrim riots at Rome 
there are over 50 defend- 
ante, 65 accusations, and 
350 witnesses. 


E Tue Bayonne, N. J., 
8chool board, composed 
of six Catholics and nine 
Protestants, is quarreling 
over prayer and Bible. 
reading. 


Tur earthquake in 
Japan October 28th 
killed fifteen thousand. 
Many heathen and Chris- 
tian churches crushed 
their inmates. 


A man in Vienna with 
religious mania drove 
seven three-inch nails in 
his skul. His being 
still alive is attracting 
medical notice. His 
suffering is awful. 


A REVOLUTIONARY 
army is on the march in 
China. Christian mis- 
sionaries are fleeing from 
its path. Foreigners 
and nativ Christians are 


everywhere in danger. 


WIILIAM II. on admin- 
istering the oath to 
recruits of the guard 
said: "''Recruits, you 
hav, before priest and altar, sworn fealty to 
me. That meant that you hav given your- 
selys to me, body and soul. In the present 
Socialist agitation I may order you, which 
God forbid, to shoot down your relative— 
your brothers, even your parents—and you 
must obey without à murmur." 


Russians are dying of starvation whole- 
sale. Epidemics due to famin are making 
ravages. Shopkeepers and landowners hav 
barricaded their houses. Foreign aid is 
declined by thebureaucrats. Prince Krapot- 
kin says that “the Russian nation ia now 
passing through a-period of calamity which 
has had no precedent in history, not even in 
medieval times.” 


A MANDARIN in China says in reply to re- 
proaches as to the persecutions of Christians 
there: Why should Russia do the same 
thing? That empire, which enjoys the Chris- 
tianity which you are trying to foist upon us, 
is doing just as bad as we are, if not worse. 
Its government is expelling foreigners whole- 
sale, partly because they are foreigners, 
partly because they profess a different relig- 
jon from the czar. It is massacreing, robbing, 
and exiling the Jews wholesale. Why don't 
the powers interfere? They are sending 
their warships to threaten our ports because 
some of our people hav ill-treated a few 
Christians. Why do they not send their ships 
to Russian ports?" 


On the 4th a man entered the office of 
Russell Sage on Broadway, New York, and 
told that millionaire that he would drop a 
dynamite bomb on the floor if not instantly 
given $1,260,000. Sage backed away, and 
the man dropped the b mb. Sage was 
slightly injured, others were severely. A 
stenographer was killed. The dynamiter’s 
head and limbs, and pieces of flesh of his 
body, were picked up by the police. The 
face is that of a typical madman. This, and 
the folly of expecting Sage to hav so much 
money at hand, stamp the fellow a maniac. 
His identity is unknown. The office was 
‘wrecked and holes were blown into adjacent 
rooms. Sage will hereafter be attended by a 
body guard of detective. 


Some ladies of the Northwest protest 
against the Isabella statue at Chicago in con- 
nection with the Fair. They declare that 
Isabella did not believe in the theories of 
Columbus, and made no sacrifices, not even 
a finger-ring, but that his friend, the court 
intendant, borrowed from the treasury of 
Aragon the seventeen thousand florins to 
equip his three shabby little ships. More- 
over, they say that the queen, who exiled one 
hundred and fifty thousand wealthy and in- 
telligent Jews, the manufacturers, artisans, 
and learned men of the land, ought not to be 
canonized in marble by the women of a free 
republic. These sentiments will displease 
Catholics, who on the score of the supposed 
generosity of the fanatical queen hav been 
taking great credit to themselvs. 


: BILDAD AND JOB DEBATE ABOUT GOD. 


THIRD EDITION. 


My Religious Experience. 
By S. P. Putnam. 
Price, - - 25 cents. 


——— 


OTHER WORKS BY 8. P, PUTNAM. 


The New God. Price, 10 cents. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms 
of Universology. Price, 20 cents. 


Waifs and Wanderings, A New 

American Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 

50 cents. '*A prose epic of the war, rich with 

incident and dramatic power; breezy from 

first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day.”—John Swinion’s Paper. 

“The 


Golden Throne, A Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine 
ereativ spark is with him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words—the transcript of a manly mind. 
Every Liberal should read Golden Throne.“ 
Ingersoll. Price, $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Oentury 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

«It is 


Prometheus, A Poem. 
crammed with life, thought, and profound 
` emotion, poured forth, it seems to me, with 
es beauty.“ Dr. Henry W. Bellows. 

ice, $1. 


Why Don't He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic poems. Price, 10 cents, 


Adami aud Heya. A poetic version 
of the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
which its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown, Price, 10 cents. 
For all of the above address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I.EvonuTION, ANTIQUITY, BACTERIA, Ero. By 
William Durham, F. R. S. E. 


II. Astronomy, Sun, Moon, STARS, Ero. By Will- 

iam Durham, F. R. S. E. : 
These handy series of volumes on science - of 

which the above works form the first two num- 

bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 

cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 

most casual reader. They supply 8 popular need. 
The price of each is 50 cents in oloth. 


WATER OF LIFE 
Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. B. PERRY, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


“WHY” 
I specially want 500 orders for books within the 


next three months. : 
Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE BLENKEB, 
BSnowville, Ya. 


Jehovah. ian, the Ho host 
elgesus christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible” 
8v0, 0127 Vol. II. Describes y all 
the Religious Systems of the World. 
$vo,957pp. Oloth,$3per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 

BY D. M. BENNETT. . 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


: RELIGIONS 


E F 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 
Yor I. Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 


o gus 


of Ghonght. 7 


No man in the world is learned enough, 
nor has he time enough, even if he could liv 
a thousand years, to find what books: be- 
longed to and constituted the Old Testament. 
He could not ascertain the authors of the 
books, nor when they were written, nor what 
they mean. Until a man has sufficient time 
to do all this, no one can tell whether he 
believes the Bible or not. 
It is sufficient, however, 
to say that the Old Tes- 
tament is filled with 
contradictions as to the 
number of men slain in 
battle, as to the number 
of years certain kings 
reigned, a8 to the num- 
ber of & woman's chil- 
dren, as to dates of 
events, and a8 to loca- 
tions of towns and cities. 
Besides all this, many of 
its laws are contradic- 
tory, often commanding 
and prohibiting the same 
thing.—Jngersoll. 


Ir is doing quite 
enough to compare the 
different objects which 
the Bible presents to us 
to perceive their inutil- 
ity, absurdities, and:con- 
tradictions. We there 
see, continually, a wise 
God conducting himself 
like a madman. He de- 
feats his own projects 
that he may afterward 
repair them; repents of 
what he has done; acts. 
as if he had foreseen 
nothing, and is forced to 
permit proceedings 
which his omnipotence 
could not preyent. In 
the writings revealed by 
this God, he appears. 

. occupied only in biack- 
ening his own character, 


ONLY n 


There has just been published for general circu- 
lation a most interesting pamphlet, containing a 
good likeness of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll and arti- 
Cles from the following, well-known writers: R. G. 
Ingersoll, Thaddeus B, Wakeman, B. F. Under- 
wood, Matilda Joslyn Gage, Helen H. Gardener, 
Rev. Henry Frank, Nelly Booth Simmons, A. B. 
Bradford, Parker Pillsbury, Lucy 'N. Calman, 
Capt. R. C. Adams, Prof, Á. L. Rawson, Lyman 
C. Howe, Susan H. Wixon, Allen Pringle, Wm. 
Emmette Coleman, Harry Hoover, Mrs. M. A. 
Freeman, Sara Underwood, Rev. J. C. Grumbine, 
J. J. McCabe, Lydia R. Chase, Henry M. Taber, J. 
C. Watkins, Dr. Edward Montgomery, Emma 
Rood Tuttle, Dr. Juliet Severance, Hudson Tuttle, 
E. C. Walker, Judge C. B. Waite, Dyer D. Lum, 
Voltairine de Cleyre, Lewis G. Janes and Dr. Rich- 
ard Hodgson. 

The publication will be forwarded to any address 
in the United States or Canada on receipt of an 
American two-cent tage stamp. 

Address FREETHINKERS’ MAGAZIN 

uffalo, N. V. 


SHORT HISTORY OF THE BIBLE 


É BEING 
A POPULAR ACOOUNT OF THÉ 
FORMATION AND DEVELOP. 
MENT OF THE CANON. 
BY l 
BRONSON D. KEELER. 


OONTENTS.—The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes. 
tament. The Early Controversies, The Books at 
First not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Seripture 
Books which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Ohristian Canon. 


Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
W. S. BELL'S 
Handbook of Freett ought 


. CONTAINING 


In condensed and systematized form a vast 
amount of 


Evidence Against Christianity. 
Selected from the Writings of the 
Leading American and European 
Freethinkers and Scientists. 


Of his work Mr. Bell says: “I hav aimed in 
preparing this work to put into compact and 
orderly form @ large amount of irrefragable 
evidence against the superstitions of the church. 
I hav often felt the need of such a work for my 
own use. The matter herewith presented has 
been culled from some of the ablest writers living 
and dead. Asa book of reference I hope it may 
be a valuable aid to all investigators and truth- 
seekers. Its running headlines, chapter heads, 
subheads, and classified subjects make it a hand- 


1" 


ook. 
Price £1.25. Address this office. 


degrading himself, . vili- 
fying himself, even in 
‘the ‘eyes of men whom 
he would excite to wor- 
ship him and pay him 
fw "homage; overturning 
and confounding the minds of those whom 
he had designed to enlighten. ‘What has just 
been said might suffice to undeceive us with 
respect to a book which would pass better ag 
being intended to destroy the idea of a deity, 
than as one containing the oracles dictated 
and revealed by him.—JD'Holbach. ^ - 


IN the past, the doctrins of Calvinism hav 
been & pall upon my joy. If I was happy, it 
was in spite of them; and often, after a 
period of delight in innocent recreation, an 
accusing conscience has reproached me with 
the inconsistency of mirth while the vast 
procession of human life was marching by to 
bell. It was not enough that I was saved; I 
wanted my equally good friends to be saved 
also. But they would not believe the dcc- 
trins; and, therefore, nothing remained to 
them but ‘‘a fearful looking for of judgment 
and flery indignation.” God, of his own free 
will, had elected me to be saved and had left 
them to perish. I hav no desire to be made 
so marked an exception to- the wrath of 
God.” Iam glad to cast in my lot with the 
great mass of intelligent believers in and 
practicers of goodness. I desire no better. 
future than what they deserve, and what a 
just God would giv them. I feel like apolo- 
gizing for having wronged them in the past, 
by estimating some of the best and noblest 
of earth as being among the damned. Robert 
C. Adams, 1 : 


You hav, O Adonai, made man only a 
little lower than the angels.” If this be so, 
how high are the angels? Talking of angels, 
I hav never seen one, O Lord; and I hardly 
hope ever to be one. But I havseen pictures 
of them in religious prints and on cathedral 
windows. A species of them at least seem 
to me simply fiying heads. When an angel 
of this sort is tired of flying how does it sit 
down? I can see nothing he has got to sit 
down on, except the crown of his head. . 
Still, if by sitting on the crown of his head he 
giorifies thé Lord, it is not, of course, for me 
to enter any objection. Well, you hav made 
man only a little lower than the angels. Do 
the angels eat one another? Man eats you 
or your son every year in tons, and drinks 
hogsheads of your blood; and some men 
(you hav made them only a little lower than 
the angels) eat one another. An English ship 
of war, the Nelson, recently visited New 
Guinea, also a newspaper reporter, from 
whom we find that Milne Bay is peopled with 
cannibals. They are constantly at war, one 
tribe with another, and those who are killed 
or taken prisoners are cooked and eaten. . 

Between eating you and eating each 
other, men should surely, Jeshurun-like, wax . 
fat and kick. I mention this, O Lord, as you 
may not yet hav found out that there is such 
$ place as New Guines. You are likely so 
busy numbering the hairs of our heads and 
putting the tears of saints into bottles that 
you hav no time to devote to geographical . 
research. Saladin in God and His Book, 
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A SENSIBLE: SANTA 


CLAUS, OR COMMON-SENSE 


HOLIDAY PRESENTS. 


Hotes and Glippings. 


- Tre Freeman's Journal (Roman Catholic) 
gays: Let us hav schools supported by the 
communities in which the teachers of religion 
may instruct according to the wishes of the 
parents and guardians of the pupils.” 


In the letter of a missionary in‘India that 
has been recently quoted a suggestion is made 
with most innocent gravity that seems full of 
painful possibilities to the poor Hindoos. The 
railroad cars there, says the good missionary, 
are so built as to afford a splendid opportu- 
nity for preachers, and the people cannot run 
away as they are apt to do when the speaker 
indulges in overmuch speaking. So he advises 
railroad evangelism. 

A Carsorio paper says: It looks now as 
if Hon. Benjamins Butterworth, secretary of 
the commissioners of the World’s Fair, would 
hav cause to regret that he ever indulged in 
that stupid language he recently used before 
the Standard Club of Chicago, and in which 
he insulted the whole Catholic element of the 

. country. His resignation is being demanded 
by all the Catholic societies throughout the 
country, and the demand is nothing more 
than proper." 


TER Kolao Hui society in China is believed 
to import the mysterious and supernatural 
into its proceedings by the use of the plan- 
chetts—a pencil being suspended over a board 
sprinkled with sand in such a way that when 
moved the point leaves marks in the sand. 
The movement is attributed to occult influ- 
ence, and the leader of the society present 
interprets the signs, which then take the form 


à 


in the minds of the members of divine com- 


mands. The planchette is, therefore, a kind 
of oracle, and has played an important part 
in many Chinese associations. 


Oxzsz0TION will be taken by some, perhaps 
by many, to the legend over the head of 
“ Liberty,” ‘In God We Trust.” This rev- 
erent sentiment is universally respected, but 
it is as much out of place on our coins as it 
would be on the cartridge-boxes in our army. 
It is carefully omitted from the dime—a 
small coin that occasions more gratitude in 
the hearts of millions than the dollar does in 
the minds of many. Ignorant foreigners, 
too, may confound the In God We Trust” 
with the E Pluribus Unum” on the reverse 
and set us down for a polylheistic people.— 
Sunday Advertiser. 


ArrHOUGH the Christians pray daily for the 
coming of God's kingdom on earth, the 
Christians of this country act as if they had 
sworn to prevent the advent of the Lord's 
dominion. They hav driven Christ out of 
public affairs with the cry that There must 
be no religion in politics ;” they hav expelled 
him from the public schools, which, they 
affirm, ‘must be devoted exclusivly to 
secular education;” they hav shut the door 
of legislation in his face, for, they insist, 
“ there must be no partnership of church and 
state; “ and, in their anxiety to thrust him 
out of his place everywhere in the world, 
they wil not even consider that he has any 
business in trade. Catholic Review. 


TRE Rev. Dr. Ryder, of Gloucester, has 
astounded the members of his church, 
several of whom are fish-dealera, by preach- 
ing a sermon on the question: Can a fish- 


dealer be a Christian?“ He described the 
tricks of the fish business,” as practiced in 
Gloucester, in a way that must hav convinced 
his hearers that the alarming question can be 
answered only in the negativ, provided they 
believed thaf Christianity is synonymous 
with honesty, and he painted the fish-dealers 
in a way that ought to scare them. Yet, 
says the Sun, he did not prove conclusivly 
that they are any wickeder than butchers, 
grocers, or milkmen. 

Tuere is plenty of enthusiasm and no lack 
of fun during election times in the United 
States, but we are icy and austere when com- 
pared with our neighbors in the’ Southern 
republics on similar occasions. Ina general 
news dispatch by mail from Guayaquil to a 
Panama newspaper, the election in the 
capital of Ecuador is fully covered and curtly 
dismissed in this brief paragraph: ''It is 
reported from good authority that the 
elections in Quito and Latacunga hay been 
very well fought on both sides, that more 
than two hundred persons were either killed 
or wounded in the fracas, and that the 
Oppositionists were victorious.” 


TR object of a considerable part of the 
Catholic clergy is notoriously and, indeed, 
avowedly to secure a division of the fund 
raised by taxation for the support of the 
public schools, and the diversion of part of 
this fund to their own schools. They are 
not making much progress toward attaining 
this object. The American people in general 
are very much alive to the necessity of sus- 
taining the public schools, and are very well 
aware that & division of the fund would crip. 
ple them. Moreover, the notion of devoting 
money raised by taxation to the support of 


sectarian schools is entirely revolting to them. 
There is no chance that a division will be 
effected until there comes to be a state in 
which the Catholics are in a numerica] ma- 
jority, and in which also the majority are 
better Catholics than they are Americans. 
In that case the school fund would not be 
divided, but would be devoted entirely to the 
support of Catholic schools. That state of 
affairs would occur, doubtless, if we were to 
annex Canada and make a state out of the 
province of Quebec.— Times. 


ABOUT a year ago, on a miserably cold and 
wet afternoon, a little dog crept through the 
basement door of 400 Fifth avenue, New 
York city, and stretched himself before the 
kitchen fire. He eluded the servants who 
tried to eject him and ran upstairs and 
jumped into the lap of Mrs. R. G. Ingersoll, 
who was sitting in the parlor. His utter 
misery appealed to Mrs. Ingersoll, and she 
determined to keep him. After breakfast on 
Sunday Fritz went for a run on the sidewalk 
in front of the house. He has not returned 
yet, and Mrs. Ingersoll is inconsolable. Colo- 
nel Ingersoll believes that the dog is seeking 
a happierhome. He has not dared to tell his 
wife his theory, but he talked about it freely 
at his office in Wall street. Fritz left the 
house," he said, ‘‘ just about church time. 
Probably he heard some ore talking about 
going to heaven through the church, and 
then he went to church to learn the way. 
Perhaps, poor fellow, he did not understand 
what was said there, and wandered about 
from church to church, receiving different di- 
rections at each one. Then he became be. 
wildered and lost his way, and though I’m 
sorry, I'm not Surprised at it.” 
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Communications. 


The Ascension Myth. 


Three days after the alleged cruc'fixion, after par- 
taking of a sumptuous meal of broiled fish, Jesus is 
said to hay suddenly risen in the presence of a few of 
his disciples and ascended up, up, up into the clouds 
and finally disappeared from the view of the specta- 
tors. ? ` 

But the question is, Who saw him fly? And by 
what means was a solid body enabled to defy and 
‘contravene the law of gravitation ? 

About fifteen years ago a man in London tried 
an experiment of a very interesting character. He 
endeavored by the employment òf an ingenious 
apparatus to fly in the air. I was one of a crowd o? 
spectators who watched him in his aerial flight. He 
fisw about in the air for about ten minutes, then one 
of the wings refused to act and down osme the 
‘flying men" with terrible velocity from an immense 
altitude, and soon bis remains, a shattered and bleed- 
ing mass, were taken up in one of the streets of 
Chelsea. 

Thousands of people witnessed this scene. The 
flying man flapping his great wings was as clearly ob- 
serveble to all people in London with eyes to see 
as any balloon sailing through the air. 

Now, if Jesus ascended to heaven—if he went up 
like s balloon in the sir—he must hav been observed 
by hundreds, nay, thousands, of unbelievers, Jews as 
well as gentiles, Oonsequently there should hav 
been no difficulty in getting evidence to establish 
this point ; for there would be no lack of witnesses. 

Bat what kind of evidence hav we regarding this 
extraordinary occurrence ? 

Matthew says not a word about it. And yet, if 
it happened, thig ascension was one of the most im- 
portant miracles connected with the career of Jesus. 

Tn Mark we hav an eccount of the ascension, and 
the writer says that, when Jesus finished his charge 
to the eleven as they sat at meat, he was received 
into heaven and gat on the right hand of God 
(Mark xix, 20; Luke xxiv, 13)—who, being a spirit, 
has no hand to sit upon—in this implying that the 
ascensioa took place on the same day, soon after the 
resurrection. 

Luke's account differs somewhat from that of 
Matthew and Mark. Luke says that after the resur- 
rection two of the disciples went to a village called 
Emmaus; that while there they had a discussion, 
and in the middle of the discussion Jesus drew near 
to them, but they could not recognize him. 

On the same day they returned to Jerusalem, where 
they found the eleven gathered together, and heard 
from Simon that he had seen Jesus. 
heard this they related their experience, and while 
they were doing so Jesus himself appeared in the 
midst and greeted them with tho salutation of peace. 
Some of them appesring to doubt the evidence of 
their senses, Jesus gave them ocular proof by call- 
ing upon them to handle him and judge for them- 
selvs. Atter this Jésus dined on broiled fish and 
honeycomb; and having delivered a brief address, 
Jesus led them out of Jerusalem as far as Bethany, 
and in the presence cf them all ascended up to 
heaven. 

Luke agrees with Mark that the ascension took 
place on the same day as the resurrection. In the 
fourth gospel, however, John, we hav another ac- 
count—au account which is distinctly opposed to 
that of the other gospels. 

In John, Mary Magdalen is urged not to touch 
Jesus, because he had not yet. ascended to his 
father; but he informs her that he is ascending— 
that is, that he meant shortly to do so; later on, al- 
though he does not request all of his disciples to 
handle them, Thomss—who evidently manifested a 
heretical spirit —was requested to stretch forth his 
hand, to examin the wound-prints, and be convinced. 
Thomas Scott thinks that all the evidence adduced 
by John leads irresistibly to the conclusion “that 
the ascension must hav taken place at some time be- 
tween these manifestations, or, in other words, that 
some of the several Ohristophanies took place after 
the ascension” (Scott's Life of Jesus, page 326). 

The same writer points out the scene described in 


John xz, 19, is apparently the same as that which is 


described in Mark xvi, 14, and Luke xxiv, 36—the 
time being the same in each, viz., the evening of the 
day of the resurrection. : 
But the expression in the Johannine narrativ that 
' when the doors were shut where the disciples were 
assembled, Jesus came and stood in the midst," im- 
plies, seemingly, that Jesus entered through the 
closed doors. At this visit Jesus givs his apostles, 
as in the synoptics, certain final commands and en- 
dows them with certain powers, but the mode in 
which they are given differs altogether. There is 
no command to go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature; not the least hint that they 
are to exercise the power of working physical or 
palpable miracles; and even the third gospel tells us 
only that repentance and remission of sing must be 
preached in the name of Jesus. In the fourth gospel 


‘When. they | 


this announcement of remission has grown into the 


power of the keys, and the apostles. are distinctly 
told that whosesoever sins ye remit, they are re- 
mitted unto them: and whosesoever sins ye retain 
they are retained.” on MES 
Nor is anything said in the other gospels of the 
gesture or sign which accompanied the imparting of 
their power in the Johannine story. It cannot, in- 
deed, be too carefully noted that, according to the 
evangelist, the apostles, as Jesus breathes on them, 
then and thereby receive all the effluence of the Holy 
Spirit which they need for their exalted office; and 
thus the fourth gospel virtually excludes that story. 
of the Pentecostal outpouring which we hav only in 
the Acts of the Apostles. : 
It must further be remarked that as in Luke, 80 
here, all the manifestations of Ohrist take place ai 
Jerusalem, and not a word is mentioned about jour- 
neys to or appearances in Galilee; and thus we are 
brought to the question of the genuinness of the 
twenty first chapter of Johr. For us this question 
resolvs itself into the simple inquiry whether it was 
written by the author who drew up the preceding 


| chapters; and the topic is certainly one of very 


slight significance or interest. The utterly unhistor- 
ical character of the whole gospel has been amply 
shown, and it matters little whether a few more un- 
historical statements sre or are not appended, 
whether by the same or by another hand. Nor 
must it be forgotten that our task was virtually 
ended when we found that the accounts given of the 


resurrection were thoroughly irreconcileable and 


that in such tales as that of the Sanhedrim and the 
guard we hsv to deal with transparent fictions. If 
we hav no evidence whatever for the carnal or phys- 
ical resurrection there described, it is manifestly a 
work of supererogstion to examin accounts which 


describe appearances after that event. This super- 


fluous task we hay undertaken, and the result is only 
to show that the later stories are as shadowy and 
self contradictory as any that hav preceded them” 
(Thomas Scott’s English Life of Jesus, pages 826 
and 327). 

What, then, sre the conclusions to which the 
rational mind is irresistibly driven in reference to 
the alleged resurrection and ascension ? 

1. That the resurrection is not a historical fact. 

2. That the alleged miracle is not properly at- 
tested. 

3. That the supposed witnesses were really not 
witnesses at all, since they do not profess to hav 
seen the resurrection take place, and merely record 
the traditional belief respecting it. 

4. That the records we hav cannot be shown 
to hav been in existence earlier than the middle of 
the second century. - 

Now, I tav sought to demonstrate in a previous 
chapter that Christianity grew out of sun-worehip 
and nature-worship, and I hav no doubt whatever 
that the myths of the resurrection and ascension are 
taken from ancient Egyptian mythology. Indeed, 
Gerald Massey, the poet and scholar, maintains in 
bis great work, “The Natural Genesis,” that the real 
historical Jesue—Jehoshua Ben-Pandira—was born 
in Egypt at least one hundred and eighty years be- 
fore the alleged birth of Ohrist of the New Testament. 

The Jews,” says Gerald Massey, do not identify 
Jehoghua ‘Ben-Pandira with the gospel Jesus, of 
whom they, his supposed contemporaries, know 
nothing, but protest agäinst the assumption as an 
impossibility ; whereas the Obristians do identify 
their Jesus as the descendant of Pandira. It was 
he or nobody ; yet he was neither the son of Joseph 
nor the Virgin Mary, nor was he crucified at Jerusa- 
lem. It is not the Jews, then, but the Christians, 
who fuse two supposed historical characters into 
one. There being but one history acknowledged 
or known on either side, it follows that the Jesus of 
the gospels is the Jehoshus of the Talmud, or is not 
at all as a person. This shifts the basis altogether ; 
it antedates the human history by more than a hun- 
dred years, and if at once destroys the historie char- 
acter of the gospels, together with that of any other 
personal Jesus than Ben-Pandira. In fact, the Jew- 
ish history of the matter will be found to corroborate 
the mythical” (The Historical Jesus and the Myth- 
ical Ohrist, by Gerald Massey, page 4). ; 

How has the mythical character or the Jesus of 
the gospels been builtup? Let Gerald Massey, who 
is a master of the subject, speak again: The myth- 
ical messiah was always born of a virgin mother—a 
factor unknown in natural phenomena, and one that 
cannot be historical, one that can only be explained 
by means of the mythos and those conditions of 
primitiv sociology which are mirrored in mythology 
and preserved in theology. The virgin mother has 
been represented in Egypt by the maiden queen, 
Mut-em-na, the future mother of Amenhepi III., 
some sixteen centuries B.o., who impersonated the 
eternal virgin that produced the eternal child. -Four 
consecutiv scenes reproduced in my book (‘The 
Natural Genesis’) sre found portrayed upon the in- 
nermost walls of the Holy of Holies in the Temple 
of Luxor, which was built by Amenhepi III., a 
Pharaoh of the seventeenth dynasty. The first scene 
on the left hand shows the god Taht, the lunar Mer- 


cury, thé annunciator of the gods, in the act of heal- 
ing the virgin queen and announcing to her that she 
is to giv birth to the coming son. In the next scene 
the god Knepi (in conjunction with Hathor) givs the 


| new life. This is the Holy Ghost, or spirit, that 


causes the Immaculate Corception, Kuepi being the 


‘Spirit’ by name in Egyptisn. The natural effects are 


made apparent in the virgin's swelling form. Next 


the mother is seated on the midwife’s stool, and the 


new-born child is supported in the bands of one of 


the nurses.. The.fourth scene ig that of the adora- 


tion. Here the child is enihroned, receiving homage 
from the gods and gifts from men. Behind the 
deity Knepi on the right, three spirits—the three 
magi, or kings of the legend—are kneeling and offer- 
ing presents with their right hand and life with 
their left. The child thus announced, incarnated, 
born, and worshiped was the Pharaonic representativ 
of the Aten sun in Egypt, the god Adon of Syria, 
and Hebrew Adonai; the child-Obrist of the Aten 
Cult; the miraculous conception of the ever virgin 
mother, personated by Mut-em-na, as mother of the 
‘only one,’ and representatiy of the divine mother of 
the youthful sun-god. These scenes, which were 
mythical in Egypt, hay been copied or reproduced 
as historical in the eanovical gospels, where they 


stand like four corner-stones to the historic structure, 
and prove that the foundetions are mythical” (Mas- 


sey, Historical Jesus and Mythical Christ, p. 5). In 
point of fact, the whole career of Jesus, from his 
alleged birth to the crucifixion, is based upon Egyp- 
tisn mythology. T 

Jesus is gaid to hav been born of a virgin, and so 
were many of the mytbical pagan. gods. In the 
Egyptian mythology the virgin was also called the 
harlot (see Massey; Ibid, 5), because she represented 
the monogamio stage of intercourse; Jesus, more- 


over, descended from four forms of the harlot— 


Thamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba. Jesus is also 
said to hav been conceived before ail worlds; ‘he is 
also alleged to hav said, Before Abraham was 1 


am, and as son of the virgin-mother, of course, it is 


true that he preceded his father. 

The birth of Obrist is purely astronomical ; and 
so in my judgment is the crucifixion. The syncptic 
gospel says that Jesus was crucified on the 15 h of 
the month Nisan. John affirms that it was the 14th 
of the month. According to Gerald Massey this 
difference as human history cannot be explained, but 
proves the mythos, for he says: The crucifixion (or 
crossing) was, and still is, determined by the full 
moon of Easter" This, in the lunar reckoning, 
would be the 14:h of the month of twenty eight 
days; in the solar month of thirty days it was reck- 
oned to occur on the 15th of the month. But 
unite, and the rift closes in proving the crucifixion 
to hav been astronomical, just as it was in Egypt 
where the two dates can be identified.” And the 
ascension has an equally mythological bearing. 

The mythical Obrist is similar to the Horus in the 


Osirian mythos; the Har Khupi in the Sut-Typho- 


mim; Khunsi in the Amen Ra; and Ohrist is called 
the “ Good Shepherd ;" 

So was Horus. "RM 

Christ was called The lamb of God, which taketh . 
away the sins of the world!? ; $ 

So was Horus. ; 

Obrist was The bread of life ;" 

So was Horus. l 

Ohrist was The truth of the life ;" 

So was Horus. 

Christ was The Lord ;” 

So was Horus. l 

. Ohrist also boars a great resemblance to Buddha 
(Gautama). 

Christ was born of a virgin named Mary. 

Gautama was born of a virgin named Maya. : 

Ohrist was baptized by water and afterward by 
the Holy Spirit. 

So was Gautama. 

Obrist fasted forty days and forty nights. 

So did Gautama. 

Ohrist delivered a sermon on the mount. 

So did Gautama. — 

Christ was tempted by the devil. 

S0 was Gautama. l 

Ohrist was crucified and on tht third day rose 
again. 

So was not Gautama—but so was Kristna, another 
mythological God. 

The whole of the evidence, therefore, leads directly 
to the conclusion that the Jesus of the gospels is 
not a historical character at a! but is built out of 
materials composed largely of Egyptian mythology, 
which was based upon supposed astronomical phe- 
nomena. ARTHUR B. Moss. 
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Send Stamp for printed Letters to Con- 
gressmen on the Sunday opening of the 
World’s Fair. When you receive them, ad- 
dress them to your Congre:sman, sign your 
name, aud send them to him at Washington, 
D.C. And if youcan afford to, pui in some- 
thing for the Literature Fund, which enables 
us to print these letters. 
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English Notes. 

Drag TaurH Szxxers: Last Sunday found me 
again at Manchester, where the weather was dirty, as 
usual. There must be some good reason why one 
seldom finds a pretty day in that huge city. Nobody 
counts on fine weather, and if it come, why, it is a 
pleasant surprise; that is all. But the work itself in 
Manchester is right bonny, and the members of the 

branch are as enthusiastic as anyone could well wish 
them to be. By the time this letter is in print I 
hope to hav taken up my residence there for a year 
or two, with a view to federating the county of Lsn- 
cashire, where many towns and several branches of 
the National Secular Society exist. Of course it is 
not safe to prophesy; yet the thing is so nearly cer- 
tain that I am now selling cff my business here in 
order to devote myself exclusivly to Freethought 
organization. There is room for half a dczen men 
in England. Unfortunately we hav not got beyond the 
experimental stage yet; and if the scheme collapse, 
I can still resume commercial life. E 

Returning to the metropolis by way of Birming- 
ham, I bethought me to call on our mutual friend, 
Oharles Watts. 
Watts has settled in Birmingham as Freethoughi. 
bishop of that city, and a commodious hall with 
house attached has fallen to his lot. The house was 
long used as a sort of workmen’s club, the result 
being grievous dilspidation and general dirtiness of 
the building. Painters, however, hav been set to 
work upon the premises; and now our old friends 
are all comfortably domiciled snd appear to be very 
happy amongst the good people of Birmingham. 
Naturally the conversation turned upon the work in 
general. Mr. Watts oriticised one and another with 
perfectly good taste, giving the palm to Mr. G. W. 
Foote, whose lecture on Who Made the Bible?” 
— which friend Charles heard the other evening at 
Depiford—he described ss being “simply grand.” 
Perhaps testimony of greater value was that which 
Mr. Watia gave to the skill and untiring energy 
with which the president is working for t: e National 
Secular Society. ae 
: Whilst roaming in the Midlands I made a brief 
stay at Leicester to see what is being done there. 
Another veteran and his family were full of informa- 
tion as to the progress of this prosperous society. 
Mr. Sister is an old lecturer, once well before the 
public, but who is now of a more retiring frame of 
mind. He livs with his son on the premises of the 
Leicester Secular Hall, and slongside of the local 
Freethought publisher, Mr. Holyoak, whose hand- 
some shop forms part of the S cular premises. 
Oace upon a time Mr. G J. Holyoake seems to hav 
had thoughts of settling in this town, though I think 
he never did so. Leicester is famous in the Free- 
thought world for its excellent hymn-book. Would 

that more societies used it! For some insufficient 
reason this society stands aloof from the parent 
‘society, sharing its unpleasant isolation with Obat- 
ham and Sheffield. If they abstained from National 
Secular Society lecturers I could understand them 
better. However, there are always dissentienta from 
` every wise purpose, and Leicester shows the way in 
thia deplorable respect. 
` Fancy getting Secularism preached in s financial 
paper! Yet that is the latest phase of our “mori. 
bund” Secularism. The Weekly Bulletin, which 
deals principally with stocks and shares, now devotes 
considerable attention to Atheistic matters, and 
speaks in no uncertain tones. One writer has given 
the bishop of London s dressing anent episcopal 
incomes, although he falls into the not uncommon 
error of supposing their lordships make a nice little 
pile by their profession. As a matter of fact, epis 
copacy is an expensiv luxury wherever the bishop is 
at all hospitable. Now and again you find a lord 
mayor who saves something during his year of 
office; but he has to be very niggardly to do it. The 
same applies to the bishops. If his lordship is never 
“at home, and refers his numerous callers to the 
nearest hotel for their lunch, a bishop may pocket s 
hundred or two per annum; only I do not know of a 
bishop to whom that applies, and I incline to think, 
knowing something about it, that the bishops, in 
common with many of the subordinate clergy, spend 
much more on their work than they receive, however 
large the figures may appear to the uninitiated. 
None the less it is a sign of the times when such 
matters are discussed from a Freethought standpoint 
in so worldly a journal as the Weekly Bulletin. 

Whilst writing about the press I might meation 

two other proofs of Secular vitality, as shown by the 
anxiety of the clerical party to crush out the general 
aspiration for release from theological subjection. 
The first is a twelv-cent pampblet, tastefully bound, 
published by the Religious Tract Scciety. It is 
called “The Secularisé Programme,” and is written 
by the Rev. W. H. Harris, of Victoria Docks, London. 
In a few “friendly words to tke working classes" 
the reverend gentleman makes & comparison of the 
Secularist and the Christien views of life. To do 
him eredit, he endeavors to state our case fairly by 
taking as his text for the various chapters the 
various clauses of the “principles and objects” of 


Since his return from America Mr.. 
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and thicker letters than the body of the book. In 
the course of sixty-four pages he makes his compari- 
son, and I think that the Secularist program proves 
too strong for the Ohristian antagonist. Much that 
he says is good, and useful to ponder over; but the 
fact remains that, whereas the Freethought position 
needs no begging of questions, the Ohristian theo- 
ries hav to take an unpleasant number of found.tion 
arguments for granted. 
The second volume I saw in Eliot Stock’s window 
and hav not seen its contents. “Agnosticism Fourd 
Wanting” is its title and one requires a spare dollar 
to purchase it. Unfortunately, the probability is 
only too great. that there is nothing fresh within 
its covers, for all these Christian apologists seem to 
run in the same groove, and to argue against s 
thing with which they hav no intimate acquaintance. 
On their own side they condemn the letter and plead 
for the spirit of scripture; on ours they condemn us 
remorselessly on the bare letter without even at 
tempting to enter into the spirit of our creed. Very 
well; each to his taste; but most of us hav bad and 
hav survived a very bad attack of Ohristianism, and 
in fighting sgainst it we are fighting sgainst that of 
which we know much. When our clerical friends 
hav tried Secularism as long ae we tried Christianity, 
their refutations of our principles will ba far more 
interesting and profitable than they can be under 
present circumstances. ; 
Just now we are greatly agitated by the school- 
board elections, and are filled with a longing to get 
one or more Atheists upon each cf the numerous 
boards now being chosep. Mr. Forder is winning 
golden opinions from the London press and is almost 
certain of success. Should he get in we shall hav & 
practical and businesslike man on the Thames em- 
bankment, who not only can but will speak his mind, 
and from whom we shall expect very, very much. 
Next week I shall be able to tell you the result. 
London, Nov. 20, 1891. Sam STANDRING. 
——_---—_4 +o ____— 
Items of Foreign News Interesting to Free- 
a thinkers. 
The pious government of Bavaria seems to be in 
favor of a bill recently introduced by the Ultra- 
montane (Ostholie) party. The bill calls for the 
erection of chapels on all railroad stations, but the 
framers of this document forgot to state whether 
these chapels shall be for the use of everybody, or 
for Oatholics only. 


The daily papers of south Sweden are getting to 
be quite Liberal. Orisundaposten, Yetad’s Alle 
handa and Holkets Tidning in Land are among 
those who show themselvs as true newspapers. In 
a recent number the latter states: We therefore 
advise our readers not to neglect this opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with a teaching which already 
now numbers millions of adherents in the highest as 
well as lower classes of society.” 


The Freethinkers of Sweden are getting aggressiv. 
It has been resolved that the Freethinkers of a city go 
in a body to the different churches and there listen 
to sermons given, taking one church one Sunday, 
another church another Sunday. Through the daily 
papers or by bills it will be announced that such or 
such a society will attend a certain church, and that 
the worshipers in same, especially the minister, are 
invited to be present in the afternoon at the society 
rooms to listen and partake in a discussion of the 
forenoon sermon. 


At the recent Methodist congress, held at Wash- 
ington, D. O., statistics were produced, says Die 
Freidenker, which claimed that there were in 
Church-members. 


Believers. 


538 34 834 
29 71,000 
Australia......... 785 000 
America. 36.601 . ee 5,350,494 


Hence, in the whole world there are 44,695 Method- 
ist ministers, 6,494,399 persons who hav been fooled, 
and 25 000,000 who are said to hav been fooled. 


We hav on several occasions called the attention 
of the readers of Taz Terora Sxexer to the Inter- 
national Committee on Moral Laws, which, under 
the auspices of the French Freethought Federation, 
has endeavored to produce a code of secular morals. 
The committee's work is far from finished, yet it has, 
thanks to the energy of its president, M. Jean Paul 
Cóe, and the plurality of its members, succeeded in 
presenting the essential “Principles of Secular 
Morality and Education.” The writer of these 
items, as corresponding member for the United 
States, received the other day a volume entitled, 
* Principes de Morale et d'Education Laigues,” 
and will, in one of the first numbers of this paper, 
devote an article to this book, which, in our opinion, 
is decidedly preferable to the semi-orthodox “ Prize 
Manual.” 


From the last number of Nordisk Missionstids- 


the National Secular Society, printing them in larger brit we gather the following statistics regarding the 


missionary doings smong the heathen. We think 
this item timely, following as it does the excellent 
editorial, Missionaries in China, which appeared in 
TRE TauTH Szexer of November 28th. Since 1845 

the Scandinavian mission business bas increased as 
follows: Number of male missionaries, four times; 
female missionaries, twenty-six times; nativ priests, 
nine'een times; nativ helpers, six times; schools, 

five times; scholars, six times as many; and at 

present (1890) the number of missionaries of both 

sexes is 5,878; of nativ ministers, 34 012; of schools, 

12,928; of scholars, 683,276. (These figures, except 

those of the missionaries, mast be salted consider- 

ably before taken in.) Fally reliable, however, are 

the following, which denote the amount of money 

collected to the support of forsign missions : 


Year. Norway. Denmark. Sweden. Finland. 
1845......... 8,470 cr.......2 098 cr....... [^ 
1859.......28 540 . 3 740 — . ————̈f7k 
1875. . 154, 757 26,179. 90,561. ͥ 
1889... 441,011 . 106,903 . . 261,583... o 


While contributions from the whole world amounted 
in round figures in 1845 to 11,090,000 crowns, 
in 1859 to 16 600,000, in 1875 to 28,500,000, in 1889 
to 40,900,000 erowns. 


] 
A Christmas or New Year's Present. 


: The * Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book" in cloth 
biuding ($2.50) is one of the beat Christmas or New 
Years presents a Liberal can make to a friend. 
Obristmas is a pagan festival and New Year's is only 
a mark of time, but the Text-Book is a thing of 
beauty and a joy forever, and will help to rationalize 
the festival and make your friend forget the flight. of 
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Death of Thomas Winter. 
From the Cincinnati Inquirer of December "th. 


A notable cremation took place at the Orematory 
yesterday morning at 11 o'clock. 

The deceased was Thomas Winter, who had died 
Friday at the residence of his son Richard, at 22 
Gest street. 

The family moved into that house only three 
weeks ago, and hav had much misfortune since. 
Two weeks ago Richard’s wife died, and he himself is 
now confined to his bed with sickness which pre- 
vented him attending his father's funeral yesterday. 
The cremation was the one hundred and forty-ninth 
at the institution, and was under the auspices of the 
Ohio Liberal League, an organization of some 
seventy-five members, which was formed only one 
week ago. There was a very large attendance of 
friends and relativs of the deceased. Many attested 
their sffection by bestowing a last farewell kiss ere 
the body was committed to the flamer. Services 
were held in the Orematory chapel, but they were 
wholly of a secular nature. There were no prayers, 
and nothing that was at all religious. An eloquent 
oration was delivered by a prominent Freethinker, 
in which he gave a eketch of Mr. Winter's long life, 
and paid a glowing tribute to his many virtues and 
amiable qualities. Thomas Winter was nearly 
ninety-one years of age, having been born in Bath, 
England, June 20, 1801. He has resided in Oincin- 
nati over half a century. Ho was a hatter by trade, 
and for over thirty years kept a hat-repairing shop 
on Eighth street, near Central avenue, and he was a 
familiar figure in that locality. The people around 
got accustomed to seeing the little old man with a 
long white beard and his back bent with age. 

During the past two years he had his shop at 407 
West Seventh street. He had been identified with 
Atheism and Materialism for the last seventy-five 
years, and was one of the oldest Materialists in 
America. He has written for philosophical and 
Liberal papers for the last five years and was an 
activ Abolitionist at the time of the war, having 
labored beside such persons as Parker Pillsbury, 
William Lloyd Garrison, Lucy B. Colman, and 
others of similar role. He was a wealthy man at 
one time and owned considerable property on Sixth 
street, but lost most of his money in the fifties, dur- 
ing the financial panics and bank failures. He was 
a man who never used tobacco or alcoholic liquors 
in any form and many of his friends attribute his 
longevity to his abstemious habits. 

He had been confined to his bed for over a week 
on account of weskuess due to old age, and last 
Thursday he had a presentiment that he was going 
to die. He thereupon sent a communication to the 
Ohio Liberal League requesting to be cremated 
under the auspices of the Laague. Another request 
which he made a little before his death was a singu- 
lar one. He wanted to be cremated in his old Eng- 
lish suit which he had brought to this country over 
fifty years ago. It was a broadcloth guit, lined with 
does kin, and was very old fashioned. In accordance 
with his request, he was attired in this suit after his 
death. The pall-bearers were Mr. Geo. E. Light, 
President of the Eureka Heating and Ventilating 
Company, Samuel Silberman, Andrew Hogg, and 
Ralph Taylor, all officers of the Ohio Liberal 
League. . i 
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On the Pacific Coast. 


News and Notis. 


The last lecture in the course at San Diego was given 
on Sunday evening, November 29 bh. A fine musical 
program was presented, which added greatly to the 
interest of the occasion. Mrs. L. Raicherbaugh, 
assisted by Mr. Fred Baker with the violin, 
evoked from the piano its most brilliant strains. 
Mrr. G. H. Schmidt and Mr. Frank Shmidt received 
applause for their beautiful solos, and then a charm- 
ing duet was given by Miss Stella Case and Miss 
Mabel Johnson. This made a delightful introduc- 
tion to the more solid matter of the lecture, which 
was upon “Evolution and Oreation.” I hay not 
found anywhere a more generous welcome than in 
San Diego. Ii seems as if the superb climate itself 
was conduciv to Liberal ideas. One cannot believe 
much in hell-fire in so lovely a. world. It has been 
like a summer's day ever since I arrived. While I 
read of storms in the Esst, cyclones and snows, here 
is the balmy air, here is the blue sky, here sre the 
gems of mountains softly glittering in silver and in 
gold—here arethe fruits and flowers still glowing be- 
neath Apollo's smiles, here is the broad, bright sea, 
the shining beach, the waves ever singing, leaping, 
and flashing in merry music and dancing foam—the 
ocean far away with gorgeous islands towering in 
the mellow distance. They say that this is really the 
site of the Garden of Eden, that here are the rivers 
that run underground, that here is the apple that 
any woman would eat if she had a chance. Whether 
it was that garden of the olden time, it certainly 
is to be an Eden in the future, and for the sick and 
weary there are certainly no more exhilarating sur- 
roundings. , 

I shall always return to San Diego with good 
heart. Iam sorry that I did not hav a longer time 
to visit with friends; but during the week-days I was 
busy in the vicinity. I did not even hav a chance 
to visit Coronado Beach and the magnificent hotel. 
I meant to hav called upon my Liberal friends, Dr. 
and Mrs. L. B. Oomings, who are located on the 
beach. I was pleased to meet, after many years, my 
artist friend, Mr. F. E. Sturgis, with whom I for- 
merly had a rather tough campaign in Ohio, on the 
picket line where there were but few to help. We 
both survived and renew our comradeship upon these 
sunny shores. Mr. Sturgis thinks he will find new 
health and new hope in this land, which is now his 
home. A college classmate I also greet here—Mr. 
Benjamin MoLsran aud his family, and I find that 
from the orthodox shades of Dartmouth he has 
traveled like myself into the sunlight of Liberal 
faith. It was a pleasure also to meet Mrs. Susan 
M. Brady, who is always ready to aid the “ forlorn 
hope.“ Her generous contributions to the cause 
are well known by our workers in the field. I shall 
not forget the pleasant, hospitable table of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Bidwell, nor our friends Mr. and Mrs. 
W. E. Rowe, Mr. and Mrs. Ranford Worthing. Mr. 
and Mrs. F. F. Wright, aud many others. I shall not 
forget the genial Theosophical circle, nor the fellow. 


ship of the Liberal Spiritualist, nor the cultured. 


Unitarian, who is not afraid of the Infidel. San 
Diego has a fine literary spirit pervading its society. 
I shall not forget the New Carleton Hotel, with its 
genial proprietors Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Dorris. Here 
with the good things of this world and elegant 
entertainment, is a kind of Liberal center. Free- 
thinkers seem tc some here bya natural affinity, 
and form an attractiv circle. 

Thus San Diego is & camping-ground where the 
fires blaze brightly and we feel that we are not upon 
the picket line, but in the grand army, with music 
and banners floating and comrades marehing on. 

Early Monday morning I speed away. I lecture 
at Los Angeles Monday evening. I hav the pleasure 
of taking dinner with Mr. and Mrs. Bruce, and get- 
ting acquainted with their splendid little baby, whose 
name is Robert Ingersoll. I meet John Riggin, still 
bright and cheerful, with renewed health. J. E. Olark 
is also at the post. I meet O. Severance, our valiant 
comrade, Ool. J. M. Voss, the Schroeders, Will H. 
Baker, and others. 

Frank O. Young and J. A. Hill are enrolled in 
Trours Srexer ranks. A fair audience is present at 
Now Opera Hail. A good six months’ campaign is 
what is required at Los Angeles. There are many 
Liberals here, but it takes time to bring them into 
action. I think I shall arrange to be here for at 
least a month after the state convention. Those 
whom I did meet at this present time are earnest and 
enthusiastic for the advance of the cause. The As- 
sembly of Progress still maintains its ground, is in- 
creasing in membership, and promises to be a valua- 
ble aid in Freethought comradeship. 

Iam obliged to leave Los Angeles Monday night 
and push on for Talare City, where I lecture Tues- 
day evening. I find improvement here. The Liberal 
guard is gaining. R. G. Parker is the veteran of our 
forces, and there are with him William Manske, A. 
G. Woodward, L. McKay, G. W. Forbes, Mr. Dewey, 
formerly of the Valley Enterprise, J. T. Axley, 


and others. It happened that the Farmers’ Alliance 
appointed a lecturer for the same night. As we had 
secured the hall it was arranged that he should 
speak from 7 to 8, and after that I would lecture. 
Mr. Redstone and Mr. Olapp were the speakers of 
the Alliance. The program was carried out and it 
proved to be a happy hit. Mr. Olapp is a pretty 
live speaker, and at the close of my lecture I gave 
him an opportunity to discuss my points. He did 
so, and we had a rattling debate for about 
an hour, and the audience seemed to be quite im- 
partial in their applause. I didn’t know exactly how 
to locate my critic. By the way he pitched into 
Constantine I knew he was not an Episcopalian or 
papist. He condemned Sam Jones and I knew he 
was no Methodist. I was assured that he was some 
kind of a heretic. He didn’t take an orthodox view 
of the Bible by any means. He seid he didn’t want 
Christianity with any devil in it. He seemed to be a 
Deist somewhat after the manner of Thomas Paine, 
and yet withal & kind of a Christian believer. I 
finally found out thai he was a Mormon elder. Now, 
Mormonism is euch a mixed-uv sffair—a mingling of 
Spiritualism, Universelism, Unitarianism, Rational- 
ism—that it is pretty difficult to know how to teke 
it; for half the time it is on your own side. It was, 
as McKay says, like the Frenchman who tried to 
fight an Irishman, both armed with swords. The 
Frenchmen fought with the usual rules of fencing, 
but the Irishman, not knowing the rules of fencing, 
used his sword as he would a shillala, and that was 
a puzzler to the swordsman. It was the first time 
he had ever experienced that method of warfare. 
This wes the first time I had struck a Mormon elder 
in debate, and he was so heterodox that it was pretty 
puzzling to know just where to hit. It was impossi- 
ble after all to more than skirmish in the short time 
we had, and I challenged the elder to s week's debate. 
He accepted the challenge, but as he is busy now 
in the county as the lecturer of the Farmers Alli- 
ance, and I hav about three months’ work ahead, the 
time for such debate cannot be arranged. I shall be 
ready for it, though, if it takes all summer. I would 
really like to debate with a Mormon elder. It would 
be a new sensation. It would be like catching eels 
—the sport would be exciting. A Mormon is not so 
easily handled as the orthodox Obristian. He does 
not believe in hell fire or a vicarious atonement. He 
does not accept the Bible as an infallible revelation, 
but as a book of records ; the history of a revelation, 
but not the revelation itself, as the orthodox hold. 
I hope the debate will come off. It will giv a 
chance to elucidate many things concerning which 
the public is very ignorant. The Mormons are not 
fools, not nesr so big fools as the orthedox, at any 
rate in theolcgy. 

The campaign at Tulare went off in good shape, 


and the way is open for something better in the 


future. Anything for agitation to make the people 
realize that there is something new and different. 

I leave Tulare Wednesday morning for Hanford, 
where I lecture Wednesday evening. I find that 
Hanford is a growing place. There hav been two 
big fires since I was here two years ago, but hand- 
some buildings are taking the place of the ruins. 
The country about Hanford is excellent—one of the 
bsst in the state—and Hanford is in the way of 
permanent prosperity. The Liberal element is 
somewhat scattered, but on the whole I find a fair 
field. We are disappointed in, regard to the hall 
the one originally secured being rented to other 
parties by mistake. The Methodist church having 
been sold out” it was hired for the occasion of the 
purchasers, but when the Methodists found out 
what was to be done they immediately arranged 
matters so that the Infidel would be left out. Not 
until I arrived was a hall secured—Biddle’s Hall. 
This gave but little time for sdvertising. A larger 
number were present than I expected. It was a 
most appreciativ audience. The subject of the 
lecture was Evolution and Orestion.” H. C. 
Tandy is our main support here. He is not afraid to 
stand in the front rank. I found a welcome at the 
hospitable table of Dr. and Mrs. Mickle. Some of 
the friends I met before are located in other places. 
The Liberal element, however, ia pretty strong, if 
only there is an opportunity for expression. Under 
more favorable circumstances Iam sure of a large 
audience at this place. 

Thursday I comeon to Lemoore, where I always bav 
a cordial welcome, and I like to visit here. I lecture 
here two nights, Thursday and Friday. I lectured 
last night, Thursday, to a full house. I was introduced 
by Mr. Cunningham, now member of the legislature. 
T lectured on the “Evolutions of à Century —R:lig. 
ious and Theological,” and to-night I lecture on 
“ Spiritualism, Theosophy, and Infidelity.” To day 
Iam writing these notes; to-morrow early I leave 
for Oakdale, where I lecture Saturday and Sun 
day. I guess I hav written enough for this week, 
which has been quite a lively one, and I will ell my 
story of Lemoore next week. Iam at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Foz —Mr. Joel A Fox, a veteran of the 
antislavery cause anda lifelong Infidel, now seventy- 
three years of age, Mrs. Sarah G. Fox, his wife, a eon- 
tributor now and then to Tun Teura SzkRER. Mr. 


Frank B. Fox, their son, has married since I was 
here, and I congratulate him on his good sense and 
taste. I enjoy myself in this delightful home. I 
can read books and papers to my heart’s content, 
and write these notes while the wind blows its stormy 
music, and the sunshine glints on the mountainous 
clouda and the green earth and bending trees. It is 
like an Indian summer to-day. There was rain last 
night, and the scenery presents & fresh and splendid 
aspect. Amid such surroundings of nature and 
humanity it is easy to believe in the “good time 
coming.” SawvzL P. PurNAM, 
Lemoore, Dae. 4, 1891. 
— ^8. M—— MM 
Arbitration Instead of War. 


Mr. Frank B. Carpenter's picture, International Arbi- 
tration,” has been presented to the queen of England, and 
will reach Windsor Castle before Christmas. At a dinner 
given the artist recently, at which the picture was unveiled, 
the conversation turned upon the event, Among the famous 
men present were Colonel Ingersoll, Robert Collyer, Andrew 
D. White, and many others prominent in law, literature, and 
art. Colonel Ingersoll’s speech was upon Art. He said: 

I presume I take about as much interest in what 
that picture represents as anybody else. I believe 
that it has been said this evening that the world will 
never be civilized as long as differences between na- 
tions are settled by gun or cannon or sword. Barba- 
rians still settle their personal differences with clubs 
or arms, and finally, when they leave their differences 
to their peers, to a court, we call them civilized. Now, 
nations sustain the same relations to each other that 
barbarians sustain ; that is, they settle their differ- 
ences by force; each nation being the judge of the 
righteousness of its cause, and its judgment depend- 
ing entirely—or for the most part—on its strength ; 
and the strongest nation is the nearest right. Now, 
until nations submit their differences to au inter- 
national court—a court with the power to carry its 
judgments into effact by having the armies and 
navies of all the rest of the world pledged to sup- 
port it—the world will not be civilized. Our differ- 
ences will not be settled by arbitration until more of 
the great nations set the example, and until that is 
done I am in favor of the United States being 
armed. Until that is done it will giv me joy to know 
that another man-of-war has been launched upon our 
waters. And 1 will tell you why. 

GENERAL GRANT. 

Look again at that picture. There is another face; 
it is not painted there, and yet without it that pict- 
ure would not hav been painted, and that is the face 
of U. S. Grant. The oliv branch, to be of any 
force, must be offered by the mailed hand. It must 
be offered by a nation which has back of the oliv 
branch the force. It cannot be offered by weakness, 
because then it will excite only ridicule. The power, 
the imperial, must offer the branch. Then it will be 
accepted in the true spirit; otherwise not. So until 
the world is a little more civilized I am in favor of 


the largest guns that can be made and the best navy 


that floats. I do not want any navy unless we do 
hav the best, because if you hav a poor one you will 
simply make a present of it to the enemy as soon as 
the war opens. We should be ready to defend our- 
selva against the world. Not that I think there is 
going to be any war, but because I think that is the 
best way to prevent it. Until the whole world shall 
hav entered into the same spirit as the artist when 
he painted that picture, until that spirit becomes 
general we hav got to be prepared for war. And we 
cannot depend upon war suasion. If a fleet of men- 
of-war should sail into our harbor, talk would not be 
any good; we must beready to answer them in their 
own way. 

Another proposition has been put forth this even- 
ing that the world would be made good by doing 
away with the tariff. Well, I am in favor of doing 
away with the tariff on everything that we want; 
things that we don't want I would not allow to come 
in at any price. So I substantially agree with Henry 
George. I do not believe in raising revenue in that 
way. Everything we should make we should make; 
everything we cannot make we should buy as 
cheaply as it can be sold. And I am also in favor of 
protection, as they call it, but only for one thing ; 
not for the money, but for the purpose of diffusing 
and advancing the industries of this country to the 
end that we may use all the brain we hav; that we 
may make bigger men and women. Any nation that 
sells its raw material will remain poor and misera- 
ble, and any nation that manufactures it will grow 
intelligent and rich. 

INGERSOLL ON ART, 

Now, having shown that a tax is not necessary, 
I will come to the question, and I suppose I hav 
been selected to speak on art because I can spesk 
or that subject without prejudice, knowing nothing 
about it. I hav on this subject no hobbies, no pet 
theories, and consequently will giv you not what I 
know, but what I think. I am an Agnostic in many 
things, and the way I understand art is this: In 
the first place, we are all invisible to each other. 
There is something called soul; something that 
thinks and hopes and loves. It is never seen. It 
occupies a world that we ca!l the brain, and is for- 
ever, so far as we know, invisible. Hach soul livs in 
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a world of its own, and it endeavors to communicate 
with another soul living in a world of ifs own, each 
invisible to the other, and it does this in a variety of 
ways. That is the noblest art which expresses the 
noblest thought, that givs to another the noblest 
emotions that this unseen soul had. In order to do 
this we hav to seize upon the seen, the visible. In 
other words, nature is a vast dictionary that we use 
simply to convey from one invisible world to another 
what happens in our invisible world. The man that 
liva in the greatest world aud succeeds in. letting 
other worlds know what happens in other worlds, is 
the greatest artist. 

I believe that all arta hav the same father and the 
same mother, and no matter whether you express 
what happens in these unseen worlds in mere words 
because nearly all pictures hav been made with 
words—or whether you express it in marble or form 
and color in what we call painting, it is to carry on 
that commercs between these invisible worlds, and 
he is the greatest artist who expresses the tenderest, 
noblest thought to the unseen worlds about him. 
So that all art consists in this commerce, every soul 
being an artist and every brain that is worth talking 
about being an art gallery, and there is no gallery in 
this world, not in the Vatioan or the Louvre or any 
other place, comparable with the gallery in every 
great brain. The millions of pictures that are in 
every brain to-night! The landscapes, the faces, the 
groups, the millions of millions of millions of things 
that are now living here in every brain, all unseen, 
all unseen, all invisible forever. Yet we communicate 
with esoh other by showing each other these pict- 
ures, these studies, and by inviting others into our 
galleries and showing them what we hav, and greatest 
artist is he who has the most pictures to show to 
other artists. 

WHAT IS BEAUTIFUL ? 


I love anything in art that suggests the tender, 
the beautiful. What is beautiful? O! course there 
is no absolately beautiful. All beauty is relativ. 
Probably the most beautiful thing to a frog is the 
speckled belly of another frog, or to a snake the 
markings of another snake. So there is no such 
thing as absolute beauty. But what I call beauty is 
what suggests to me the highest and the tenderest 
thought; something that answers to something that 
is in my world. So every work of art has to be 
born in some brain, and it must be made by the un- 
seen artist we call the soul. Now if a man simply 
copies what he sees he is nothing but a copyist. 
That does not require genius. That requires indus- 
try and the habit of observation. But it ig not 
genius; itis not art. Those little daubs and shreds 
and patches we get by copying are pieces of iron 
that need to be put into the flame of genius to be 
molten and then cast in noble forms; otherwise 
there is no genius. 

The great picture should hav not only the tech- 
nical part of art, which is neither moral nor immoral, 
but in addition some great thought, some great 
event. It should contain not only s history but a 
prophecy. There should be in it soul, feeling, 
thought. I love those little pictures of the home, 
of the fireside, of the old lady boiling the kettle, the 
vine running over the cottage door, scenes suggest- 
ing to me happiness, contentment. I think more of 
them than of the great war-pieces, and I hope I 
shall hav a few years in some such scenes, during 
wh'ch I won't care what time it is nor what day of 
the week or month it is. Just that feeling of con- 
tent when it is enough to liv, to breathe, to hav the 
blue sky above you, and to hear the music of the 
water. All art which givs us that content, that de- 
light, enriches this world and makes life better and 
holier. 

That, in a general kind of way, as I said before, 
is my idea of art, and I hope that the artists of 
America—and they ought to be as good here as in 
any place on earth—will grow day by day and year 
by year independent of all other art in the world, 
and be true to the American or republican spirit al- 
ways. As to this picture, it is representativ, it is 
American. There is one word Mr. Dougherty said 
to which I would like to refer. I hav never said 
very much in my life in defense of England, at the 
same time I hav never blamed England for being 
against ug during our war, and I will tell you why. 
We had been a nation of hypocrits. We pretended 
to be in favor of liberty and yet we had four or five 
millions of our people enslaved. That was a very 
awkward position. We had bloodhounds to hunt 
human beings and the apostles setting them on; and 
while this was going on these poor wretches, lighted 
by the Northern star, sought and found liberty on 
British soil. Now why not be honest about it? 
We were rather a contemptible people, though Mr. 
Dougherty thinks the English were wholly at fault. 
But England abolished the slave trade in 1803 ; she 
abolished slavery in her colonies in 1833. We were 
lagging behind. That is all there is aboutit. No 
matter why, we put ourselvs in that position of pre- 
tending to be a free people while we had millions of 
slaves, and it was only natural that England should 
dislike it. N 


THE WICKED CONSTITUTION. 

I think the chairmen ssid that there had been no 
great historic picture of the signing of the Oonsti- 
tution. There never should be, never! It was fit, 
it was proper to hav a picture of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. That was an honest 
document. Our people wanted to giv a good reason 
for fighting Great Britain, and in order to do that 
they had to dig down to the bed-rock of human 
rights, and then they said all men are created equal. 
But just as soon as we got our independence we 
made a Constitution that gave the lie to the Declara- 
tion of Independence, and that is why the signing 
of the Constitution never ought to be painted. We 
put in that Constitution a clause that the slave trade 
should not be interfered with for years, and another 
clause that this entire government was pledged to 
hand back to slavery any poor woman with a child 
at her breast, seeking freedom by flight. It was a 
very poor document. A little while ago they cele- 
brated the one-hundredth anniversary of that busi- 
ness and talked about the Constitution being such a 
wonderful thing ; yet what was in that Constitution 
brought on the most terrific civil war ever known, 
and during that war they said, Giv us the Conati- 
tution as it is and the Union ag it was.” And I said 
then, Curse the Constitution as it is and the Union 
us it was. Don’t talk to me about fighting for a 
Constitution that has brought on a war like this; let 
us make a new one.” No, I am in favor of a paint- 
ing that would celebrate the adoption of the amend- 
ment to the Constitution that declares that there 
shall be no more slavery. on this soil. 

GETTING FREER EVERY DAY 

I believe we are getting a little more free every 
day— little more sensible all the time. A few 
years ago & woman in Germany made a speech, in 
which she asked: Why should the German mother 
in pain and agony giv birth to a child and rear that 
child through industry and poverty, and teach him 
that when he arrives at the age of twenty-one it will 
be his duty to kill the child of the French mother ? 
And why should the French mother teach her son 
that it will be his duty some time to kill the child of 
the German mother?" ‘There is more sense in that 
than in all the diplomacy I ever read, and I think 
the time is coming when that question will be asked 
by every mother—why she should raise a child to 
kill the child of another mother. The time is coming 
when we shall do away with all this. A man has 
been taught that he ought to fight for the country 
where he was born; no matter about that country 
being wrong, whether it supported him or not, 
whetber it enslaved him and trampled on every 
right he had, still it was his duty to march up in 
support of that wretched country. The time will 
come when the man will make up his mind himself 
whether the coantry is worth while fighting for, and 
he is the greatest patriot who seeks to make his 
country worth fighting for, and not he who says I 
am for it anyhow, whether it is right or not. These 
patriots will be the force Mr. George was speaking 
about. If war between this country and Great 
Britain was declared, and there were men in both 
countries sufficient to take a right view of it, that 
would be the end of war. The thing would be 
settled by arbitration—settled by some courft—and 
no one would dream of rushing to the field of battle. 
So that is my hope forthe world ; more policy, more 
good, solid, sound sense, and less mud patriotism. . 

I think this country is going to grow. I think it 
will take in Mr. Wiman’s country, and I think there 
is only one air enough in this country to float one 
flag. I do not mean that we are going to take any 
country. I mean that they are going to come to us. 
I do not believe in corquest. Canada will come just 
as soon as it ig to her interest to come, and I think 
she will come, or be a great country to herself. I 
do not believe in these people, intelligent as they 
are, sending three thousand miles for information 
they bav at home. I do not believe in their being 
governed by anybody except themselvs. So if they 
come we will be glad to hav them; if they don’t want 
to come I do not want them. 

WE ARE GROWING. 

Yes, we are growing. I do not know how many 
millions of people we hav now, probably over sixty- 
two if they all get counted. And they are still com- 
ing. Iexpect to liv to see one hundred million 
there. I know that some say that we are getting 
too many foreigners, but I say that the more come 
the better, We hav got to hav somebody to take 
the places of the sons of our rich people. So I say 
let them come. There is plenty of land here, every- 
where. The territory now drained by the Missis- 
sippi, nature's protest against secession, can support 
five hundred million. Just the valley of the Missis- 
sippi. Yet we hav but sixty-two or sixty-three 
million, and you say we hav enough. Issy to the 
people of every country, come, do your work here, 
and we will protect you against other countries. We 
will giv you all the work to supply yourselva and 
your neighbors. Then if we hav differences with 
another country we shall hav s strong navy, big 
ships, big gune, magnificent men and plenty of them, 
and if we put out the hand of fellowship and friend- 


it. 
favor. We just say: We want peace, and we tel! 
you over the glistening leaves of this oliv branch 
that if you do not compromise we will mop the earth 
with you. 


the same as you do. 
who orca rebuked a man for swearing, and the 
man replied: “Ob, that’s all right. I swear and you 
pray, but neither of us mean anything.” And now I 
will go on to my second prayer. 
that America may be worthy to hav sent such a 

token in such a spirit, and my second prayer is that 

England may be worthy to receive it and to keep it, 
and that she may receive it in the same spirit that it 

is sent. 


of titles. 


ship they will know that there Is no foolishness about 
They will know that we are not asking auy 


That isthe sort of arbitration I believe i», and 


it is the only sort in my judgment that will be 
effectual for all time. 
grow, and grow more and more artistio, and more 
and more in favor of pesca, and I pray that we may 
finally arrive at being absolutely worthy of having 
presented that picture with all that it implies to the 
most warlike nation in the world—to the nation that 
first sends the gospel and then the musket immedi- 
ately after, and says: “ You hav got to be civilized, 
and the only evidence of civilization that you can giv 
is to buy our goods and to buy them now, and to 
pay for them.” I wish us to be worthy of the picture 
presented to such a nation, and my other prayer is— 


And I hope that we may still 


COLONEL INGERSOLL'B PRAYERS. - 
Mt. D ugherty (interrupting): Wna ! You pray? 
Oolonel Ingersoli: Yes, sir; I pray, too, just the 
You know there was a minister 


First, I pray 


I am glad that it is to be sent by a woman. The 


gentleman who spoke to the toast, “Woman as a 
Peacomaker,” seemed to believe that woman brought 
all the sorrows that ever happened, not only of 
war, but troubles of every descriptior. 
say to him that I would rather liv with the woman 
I love in a world of war, in a world full of troubles 
and sorrows, than to liv in heaven with nobody but 


I want to 


men. I believe that woman is a peacemaker, and 80 
I am glad that a woman presents this token to an - 
other woman. And woman is a far higher title than 
queen in my judgment; far higher. There are no 
higher titles than woman, mother, wife, sister, and 
when they come to calling them countesses, and 
duchesses, and queens, that is all rot. That adds 
nothing to the unseen artist who inhabits the world 
called the brain. That unseen ariist is great by 
nature and cannot be made greater by the addition 
And so one woman givs to another woman 
the picture that prophesies war is finally to cease, 


and the civilized nations of the world will hence- 
forth arbitrate their differences and no longer strew 
the plain with corpses of brethren. That is the 


supreme lesson that is taught by this picture, and I 
congratulate Mr. Carpenter that his name is 
associated with it and also with the ‘Proclamation | 
of Emancipation.” In the latter work he has 
associated his name with that of Lincoln, which is 
the grestest name in history and the gentlest 
memory in the world. Mr. Oarpenter has associated 
his name with that and-with this and with that of 
General Grant, for I say that this picture would 
never hav been possible had thera not been behind 
it Grant; if there had not been behind it the 
victorious armies of the North and the great armies 
of the South, that would hav nnited instantly to hav 
repelled any foreign foe. 


— — 9 À—————— 
Leetures and Meetings. 


W. S. BELL will lecture at San Antonio, Tex., December 
20th ; El Paso, Tex., 281, 24 h, 25 h; Pho aix, Ariz., 27th, 
98th, 29th; San Pasquale, Cal., January 21, 8d. 


Tak Pittsburgh Secular Society mcets every Sunday after- 
noon at 3 o'clock in Curry University Hall. Sixth street 
near Pennsylvania avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa. Beats free and 
everybody welcome. 


Jous R. CaarceswortH’s present lecture appointments 
are as follows: December 21st, 22d, Lexington; 284, 24th, 
Strasburg; 27th, 28th, Centralia ; 80:h, 31st, Waterloo, I«d., 
January 10th, Columbus, O; 11th, 12h, Shreve; 24th, . 
Kent; 27th, 28th, Farmdale; 29th, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Mr. PuTSAM will lecture the first four Sundays of January 
in San Francisco on ** The Evolutions of a Century." Subject 
of first lecture, Evolutions— Theological and Re igious ;” of 
second lecture, ** Liberalism, Spiritualism, and Infidelity ;” 
of third lecture, ** Industrial Evolutions ;” of fourth lecture, 
“Political Evolutions.” January 29th there will be a grand 
Paine celebration at Union Square Hall. On the following 
Saturday and Sunday, January 30th and 81st, will be held 
the state convention. 


Tux Escondido, Cal, Times says: „Samuel P. Putnam 
the Freethought expounder, lectured at Cravath Hall on 
Wednesday and Friday evenings of last week, and created 
considerable interest. The attendance was good both even- 
ings, and a number of citizens fired questions at, and de- 
bated with, the speaker. Mr. Putnam has the reputation of 
being one of the best debaters in the country, and our judg- 
ment is that said reputation is well earned.” The joy that 
his advent into that part of the country created is thus de- 
scribed: B. B. Rockwood was over from San Pasqual 
Monday, shaking hands with his large circle of friends, and 
said he never had £0 much fun, or felt better in his life, than 
for the past two weeks. Mr. Putnam’s visit and lectures 
had been for him a very feast of reason and freethought, and 
which accounts for his jubilant spirits.” 
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Communications. 


Hav Men Souls ? 

Some years ago, shortly before the great biizzard 
of 1888 I wrote an article for Tur TRUTH SEEKER 
under the above heading. I remember it as being 
iu my owa judgment the most unsatisfactory article 
that ever proceeded from my pen. It left the ques- 
tion unanswered. It arrived at no conclusion except 
that that question was, so far as I could discover, 
unanswerable. I hav no copy of it by me, but to the 
bast of my remembrance it ended by leaving the 
subject in the same condition of uncertainty in which 
it found it. 

A few days after it appeared I left New York. 
The uncertainty of my whereabouts from week to 
week, and sven from day to day, rendered it impos- 
sible for TRUTRH Szxexens to reach me. Some time 
afterward I was informed, whether truly or not I 
cannot say, that there had been s considerable amount 
of discussion in the columns of this paper concerning 
the matter. I had known nothing of it, and had 
therefore been unable to take part in it at the time. 
But now that Iam invited to reflect some of the 
light I hav since received I gladly respond to the 
call and will endeavor to teli those who may feel 
interested in my change of views, and whom I can 
reach in this manner, whether men hav souls. 

What do we mean by souls? Do we mean imma- 
terial substances (whatever they may be) which each 
individual may imagin hə possesses, which hav 
separate individualities, distinct from any material 
embodiment, which can continue to exist as sep 
arate individualities, freed from all connection 
with matter, which can think without brains, play 
upon harps without fingers, sing slleluiahs without 
voices, wear golden crowns without heads, and 
clothe themselvs in blood washed garments without 
bodies? Hav men such souls as these? My answer 
in the new light as in the old, is no! 

But is there in the universe one infinit soul, the 
cause of life in all the living, the source of thought 
iu all the thinking, the power of strength in all the 
working, the harmony of will in all the loving? Is 
there one omnipotent principle acting throughout 
nature, more or less imperfectly according to the 
obaracter of the various organisms through which 
it acia, ever raising up the present is to a higher to 
be? Has each man, each beast, each. bird, each 
insect, each flower, each blade of grass, his or its own 
share of this principle, without which it could never 
hav been? When its present material environment 
hag been thrown off, has it still another material 
environment in which its individuality is preserved ? 
To this, the question for which I had no reply before, 
I answer in the new light —yes ! 

Now I hear a chorus of voices exclaim, * How do 
you know?" I will endeavor to inform you how I 
know, although the fact of my knowing will not help 
you to know, unless you obtain like evidence for 
yourselvs. You will not, and ought not to, believe 
on my authority. Oreeds and dogmas are my old 
enemies with whom I will make no peace, neither in 
this world nor in the world to come. The only pos- 
Sible proof of spirit existence after tbis life is in 
spirit return. He who has had personal evidence of 
this, indisputable, beyond all possibility of delusion 
or deceit, knows it. He who has not had this per- 
sonal evidence, whatever he may believe or disbelieve, 
knows nothing about it. 


I hav already given in the columns of the Better | 


Way a relation of the chief incidents which occurred 
to me convincing me of the fact that those whom I 
had known, or of whose existence I had known, on 
earth, still lived. Many readers of Tus Terura 
Srrxer may hav seen it, and it is unnecessary to 
repeat it in detail. I will mention very briefly some 
few of these incidents which wi! serve to explain my 
change of position. A few months ago no one in 
America, perhaps no one in the world now living, 
excapt myself, was aware of the fact that before I 
was born a brother of mine was drowned. I very 
much doubt if it had been present to my own mind 
within the last forty years. When a medium, in a 
strange town, and whom I had never met before, 
sent for me, told me of this, and when I through her 
received a message from my departed brother, cor- 
rectly explaining a matter concerning which I was 
in doubt, I could not disguise from myself the fact 
that this was a real communication from an unseen 
intelligence. If not from my brother, from some 
other spiritual being who was acquainted with. the 
facts and personated him. In either case spirit ex- 
istenee was equally well proved. When through 
the same medium I received such a history of the 
earlier portions of my life as I could scarcely hav 
written from my Own unaided memory, including 
names, and some very unusual and foreign-sounding 
ones, of people I had met at various times and in 
different countries, with almost the entire list of my 
own relativs, I was compelled to admit that the infor- 
mation eame from other sources than the brain of 
the medium or of any living person with whom she 
could hav had conversation. When I travel to other 


| Spiritualism. 


towns, and other facts known to no one but myself 
are told me through other mediums, who are for the 
most part members of private families, not exercising 
their mediumistie powera publicly, I know that the 
information comes from spirit sources. These are 
not instances of mind-reading, for the circumstances 
alluded to are never in my mind at the time. The 
best mind-readers require physical contact, or at 
least a connecting wire, with the thinker, and can 
read only the thoughts then present in the brain. 
Their power is within themselvs, something on which 
they can on all ordinary occasions more or less rely. 
Between these mediums and myself there is seldom 
any olosa proximity, aud never can they giv sny- 
thing beyond what is given to them. 

Even in this very brief summary of some of my 
recent experiences I think I hav given sufficient rea- 
sons for acknowledging the truth of spirit existence 
and spirit return. The evidence I hav personally 
received directly from spirits I say nothing of, be- 
cause, good proof as it is to me, it can be none to 
others. But to the old question, Hav men souls?“ 
it enables me to reply that each man has his own 
share of the one universal soul, and when his physical 
body is worn out or destroyed he will still hav a spirit 
body in which his individuslity will be preserved, 
and in which he will continue to exist as he does 
now, but under better and ever-improving conditions. 

When a man realizes that he knows nothing there 
is a chance of his Jearning something. If he dog- 
matically asserts that nothing can bs known, he is 
making a creed for himself which will bind and fetter 
his intellect as much as church-made creeds bind and 
fetter the intellects of orthodox believers. It is im- 
portant to know the actual value of our own posses- 
sions. It is worth while ascertaining, if we can, 
whether our lives are to last for a few short years 
only or whether they are to continue forever. There- 
fore the subject is worth investigating fairly. It is 
some encouragement to struggle on in this world if 
we are aksured that our intellectual and moral de- 
velopments will be the starting-point of our future 
existence. It is some consolation to reflect that the 
knowledge and experience we gain here will not be 
lost, but will be the foundation on which our future 
conditions will ba erected. He must be strangely 
infatuated with his life here who is not desirous to 
know whether or not he has another. Or, on the 
other hand, he must be extremely dissatisfied with 
life altogether who is not willing £o continue it with 
the adn tage of all the experience he has already 
g:zired. 

The Spiritualist does not expect another life such 
as the orthodox promis, but he knows that this life 
goes right on, with the same desires, interests, and 
pursuits that it has here, gradually becoming more 
and more elevated with his ever-increasing knowl- 
edge. This is surely not unreasonable. The skep- 
t'o is usually too easily disgusted if in the commence- 


ment of his investigations he meets with unsatis- 


factory resulte. He is too apt to regard the physical 
evidences as the whole of Spiritualism. If he de- 
tects deception in one or two instances he is likely 
to corc'ude that all are frauds. The physical evi- 
dences may be strong proof if they are above 
suspicion, but they are valueless except under 
strictly test conditions, and as a rule no one is so 
anxious to submit them to the most rigid scrutiny 
as he who hes most belief in the philosophy of 
E. J. Bowrzrr. 
Greenfield, Mass * 


My Lecture Trip. 

Upon leaving Industry for Doniphan, the journey 
of eighteen miles in that open mailcart, behind those 
little Mexican broncos, had again to be undertaken ; 
a drizz ing rain fell during the ride, which, perhaps, 
had the effact of dampening the spirits cf our 
team, for, although I had to be left in charge of 
them again, we reached Olay Center without any 
adventure to liven the monotony cf the journey. 

Kansas is not only noted as a Prohibition state, 
the home of new and somewhat short-lived political 
parties, but I believe it is also well known by travel- 
ing men as affording the most wretched train service 
in the Union; owing to the latter inconvenience it 
took me two days to cover about one hundred and 
forty miles, consequently I did not reach my destina- 
tion until Monday morning, although I left Industry 
on the Friday previous. When I arrived at Doni- 
-phan fresh difficulties beset me. The town was sit- 
uated at a distance of two and a half miles from the 
railroad, and there being no hack service I had to 
take “that other aliernativ" this time and walk. It 
is not very pleasant traveling under such circum- 
stances as I had to contend with, for snow lay on 
the ground to a depth of eight inches, and in many 
places it had drifted more than knee-deep, which was 
indeed progress under difficulties. An hour’s struggle 
through mud and snow brought me to the little town, 
better, perhaps, in health than temper, but a few 
hours before a warm stove, and a regaling of the 
inner man, goon restored my former complacency of 
spirits. Doniphan is a small town of about five 
hundred inhabitants, and is (or was) situated upon 


swollen streams hav caused the banks to cave and 
the river to change its course, and which compelled 
the railroads to change theirs also, consequently 
Doniphan bas suffered somewhat from these natural 
changes, and although it once bid fair to become a 
rising and popular town, it has met with re- 
verses that hav rendered it incapable of any greater 
developments. Its chief indusiry is the distilling of 
wines and liquors, upon which it does a somewhat 
thriving business, notwithstanding that the sale of 
such commodities is forbidden within the confines of 
the state. It has a very large Liberal clement in 
proportion to its population, so much so that 
scarcely any church can succeed in their midst with 
the exceptiou of the Roman Ostholic. I gave two 
lectures here before very good audiences—in fact, I 
was told that I had been favored with the largest 
audiences that could be got together in this town, 
except at political gatherings. My hearers seemed 
well pleased at what was said, and expressed general 
satisfaction at the result of my lectures. I was very 
pleased to meet with such an earnest worker and 
advocate of human liberty as H. Bender, also Dr. 
E. F. Moore and Mr. Meyer, all of whom expressed 
a desire that I should visit them again iu the near 
future. 

Oa Wednesday. morning I started again on my 
journey for Esgle, Nab., where I was down for two 
lectures, and during this journey I.was involved in 
the most serious railway accident of my life. A few 
miles from Troy Junction the tie-rod of our engin 
broke, which caused the train to giv several severe 
jumps, but fortunately it settled down again each 
time upon the tracks, and when they had succeeded 
in bringing the traiu to a standstill the passengers 
had received nothing more than a severe shaking, 
and some of them a severe fright. The engineer, how- 
ever, had been hurled from his cab and was found 
almost buried in the snow and seriously injured ; 
the fireman had escaped with a slight scalding. 
Upon examination our engin was found to be in such 
a dilapidated condition that we were unable to pro- 
ceed, and this produced the necessity of a five:mile 
walk to the nearest depot to telegraph news of the 
disaster and call up a relief engin. We had to wait: 
five hours on the track before help came. The train 
eventually arrived in Lincoln with a cargo of hungry 
passengers, who found the nearest lunch counter in 
less time than it takes to record it. I reached Eagle 
next morning, aud for the first time I realized that 
this was Thanksgiving—at least, Benjamin Harrison 
had ordained it so. 

Thanksgiving, for what ?— 
And he muttered a curse— 

For the poorest of food, 
And an empty purse ; 

For a life of hard work, 
And the shabbiest clothes, 

But it’s idle to talk 
Of & poor man’s woes. 

Let the rich giv thanks, 
It is they who can; 

There is nothing to thank 
For a laboring man. 

At Eagle I was met by J. Q Adams, the president 
of the Eagle bank, and I soon found myself among 
warm-hearted and generous friends. I met here H. 
M. Dopp, Steve Benton, and several other radical 
thinkers. I gave two lectures here, my first audi- 
ence being very slim indeed, which was hardly a 
matter for surprise, the town only numbering about 
one hundred and forty inhabitants. The smallness of 
the population, and a severe storm which commenced 
just before the time of meeting, had, no doubt, a 
disastrous effect upon my audience. However,I did 
not curtail my lecture, for I gave the twenty or more 
present substantially the same as if they had num- 
bered twenty thousand. My second lecture was 
attended with better results. The inhabitants, no 
doubt having recovered from the digestiv inconve- - 
niences attendant on Thanksgiving, turned out in 
larger numbers, so that the hall was nearly filled 
this time. The audience was very attentiv, and at 
the close of my lecture a local genius attempted to 
criticise my remarke, but as he insisted upon criticising 
something that I did not say, and declined to discuss 
what I did say, he was promptly called to order, 
and as he was not allowed to hav his own way the 
discussion fell through. There are quite a number 
of good and earnest Freethinkers in this little town, 
among whom are those previously mentioned, also 
Dr. Davie, P. Frolich, and others, all of whom were 
well pleased at the general result. Immediately 
after the lecture I had to take a night train for 
Hamburg, Is., where I was engaged for two lectures 
on Sunday, November 29th. Friends will continue 
to address me in care of E. A. Stevens, 498 W. Mad- 
ison street, Chicago. Jons R. OHARLESWORTH. 

n 
Subscribers. 


The holidays are almost here. Are you ready for 
them? A gift that would prove acceptable to any 
Liberal friend, and at the same time keep you in 
constant remembrance during the year, would be 
a year's subscription to Taz Trura Serxer. Your 
own renewal and the new subscription will cost only 


the banks of the Missouri river, but heavy rains and | $5.00 


being who does not wish to meet with other people 


a 


| game? We would surely rather pay a few cents to 


- baptized infants. What a change now, with hardly 


What a pity then that the Secular Union or some other 
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Why There Are Church Members. 
People are nothing if not sociable. It is 
scoiability which causes the mass of humanity to 
attend church once or twice a week, and the human 


was a God, which is more than the average man with {priests of Balaam, who, for their salaries, seek a 
a mind of his own will testify to now. Almost all | union with Bala. 

wise and careful men will say, We do not pretend] Religious freedom, perfect exemption from priestly 
to know anything about it, but are always willing to [ rule and domination, is the great honor and glory of 
listen to any intelligent discussion of the subject.” | the secular government of these United States. But 
And that intelligent discussion of all subjects in| eternal vigilance” will alone maintain it. Under 
every town and community is exactly what is most | God, we are all indebted to the skeptical classes for 
needed at the present time. Some one in each csm- | our secular government. The Aatichristians ought 
munity should see to it that a society is organized. | to be thankful to them, for they hav returned good 
Appoint one of your own number to write a lecture | for evil. 

for Sunday reading, or read some one’s else lecture. | Paine was the master spirit of the American Revo- 
Take it turn about if you hav no leader, but do not lution. Washington, whose private secretary he 
compel your children to attend church because they | was, declared that Thomas Paine had done more 
hav no other protection from the slanderous tongue | with his pen for the ultimate success of the American 
of superstition. EMEC ‘Revolution than he had done with his sword. 

If all the liberal societies could be combined into | The priesthood hav whitewashed Washington, who 
one and operated on business principles, it would |. never would go into a steeple house—a church, and 
not be many years until a lecture-hall could be built | hav blackballed, belied, and vilified Paine, as the 
in every town, furnished with a good standard f rebels in our civil war slandered and contemned 
library and a lecturer, and our children as well as | Lincoln. 
ourselvs be protected. What a pride you would] By what the church and state Christians hav done 
take in your beautiful hall, the arrangements, and in Tennessee without law, we may judge what they 
furnishing the choice library which you would be] will do when they hav the law in their hands. They 
constantly adding to. Organize a Liberal society in| tore & good American citizen from his home and 
your little town and the churches will loge power | family, imprisoned bim, worried, browbeat, and tort- 
at once. To prove this look for a moment and see | ured him to death. His soul in the spiritland is 
who the popular ministers are. Are they not the | ‘marching on” to vengeance upon his ir quisitors. 
men who deliver scientific lectures with just enough | He was doing what he and all of us bav a perfect 
religion interspersed so that they may not be] United States constitutional right to do, plow our 
arraigned for heresy? Even then they are tried for | fields whenever we choose. Where is the é colesias- 
heresy ; and when they go right on, their congrega- | tical court to determin upon which of the seven 
tion stands by them and they are entirely independ- | Sabbath days we must not plow? Could there be a 
ent of the church. Humanity is curious to learn. If| greater absurdity than the stamp upon our coin, 
we were not we would never learn. The Bible fixes | In God we trust,” when thousands of good citizens 
the date of the creation at about six thousand years | do not believe in any God at all? Yet their inaiien- 
ago, so that when a man of science says, We hav | able rights remain intact, as do the rights of those 
the Chinese history of an eclipse which took place | who profess to believe there are three Gcds, all mas- 
before that time, and which cold figures also show | culin, ignoring woman. Are there any Obristians 
to hav taken place at exactly the time stated,” we | except Shakers? And are there any human beings 
are curious to learn more about the Bible creation. | in the spirit world, in heaven or hell, or upon this 
The only astronomieal event noted in the Bible for | earth, who. may not become Christians? A great 
a landmark other than the creation of the earth in| company of priests were obedient to the faith.” 
six days and the creations of the sun and moon and | Aud if the inquisition clergy may become Christians, 
stars one afternoon when there was nothing else to | who shall despair of being saved! Belief is the re- 
do, was the great performance of Joshua when the | sult of evidence. There is no virtue in it, nor is 
good book says he commanded the sun and moon to | there any vice in unbelief. It is want of evidence; 
stand still. If this ridiculous event took place, and | having evidence, belief is the result. 
the sun and moon really appeared to stand still by] Jesus said: My kingdom is not of this world, 
the earth ceasing to revolve on its axis, then figures | therefore my servants will not fight." If the chap- 
lie, for we cannot find any such jog in the universal | lain is a Christian, what is he doing in a secular, 
machinery. The figures fail to show it. There is worldly legislature that is spending the principal 
no emotion in figures, no romance but truth, no| revenues of the country in manufacturing war mate- 
fiction, no fable. Such truth interests the present | rial? And what place has he in the army and navy 
generation more than fiction. ‘Truth is stranger | or on the bloody battlefield! Is it not thirty thou- 
than fiction,” and we would rather listen to truth | sand Balak priests who are going to move heaven 
than to fiction, because it is true. The Liberal aud earth to fill their churches and increase their 
society which takes the lead should be the center | ir comes? A 
of all learning as it is learned, aud the halls should | Lincoln was an Infidel and became a Spiritualist, 
be the local centers through which that learning is | 80, according to Free Thought,” the Jesuits killed 
taught and explained. It will be at most but a few | him. Let us hav peace, but not the “peaca of War- 
years until some such state of society will exist, and | saw.” Let Infidel, Jew, or Turk be left in perfect 
why not bring it about as soon as possible, so that | liberty of conscience, to do by others as they would 
some of us older people may die with the peaceful | be done by. Did Jesus ever denounce the skeptical 
assurance that superstition died before us, and our | Sadducees as he did the believing Pharisees? — 
children are safe from its blight? Down with igno-} For untold ages the wise of this world thought 
rance and the institutions which dare tesch it or op- | that the earth was fist. One man srose who said it 
pose the truth of science, T. H. Weary, | was round and that it turned around. The Christian 

Elsinore, Cal. priests arrested, imprisoned, ard tortured him to 

— — 9 — ———— death, jast as they hav arrested, varies dud 
i killed King, of Tennessée, who kept the true Sa 
* ash Ad hina Dotter; bath—Saturday—and plowed his field on their Sab- 

It is stated that fifty thousand gospel ministers | bath. Either opio World's Te upon the bath 

hav been served with blank petitions for their re- Sabbath days, or close it upon the reven Sabba 

i i i days and tax the church and state fifty thousand 
spectiv flocks to sign, praying Congress to enact ient the outl d all! to th 
unconstitutional “religlon legislation” to close the mani iig 8 to pay the outlay an P W. rag d 
World's Fair upon the Uonstantine-Heathen Sunday. 7 Arse ra 

If the American government were a church ad Mount Lebanon, Columbia County, N. Y , U. & A. 
state government, which it is not, and if all the — ————— 
world who axe invited to the Fair knew that this was How to Help The Truth Seeker. 


a Ohristian nation with a Obristian government,” : . : - 
which its father, Washington, declared it was not, I. When renewing get a friend to subscribe and 
thas save & half dollar apiece. 


and that, if they came from Indis, from South ; : 
America, from Spain, Ohins, Africe, Turkey, Russia, 2. Get your newsdealer to display it on his stand 
or in his shop window. Be sure that he displays the 


France, and England, they would be compelled to | or 
lose one-seventh of their time in the observance of a | pictures. ; 
3. Get your newsdesler to keep in stock one or 


rade bere Sabbath, in addition to their 4 b souk Guaranbes tò lake off His 
wn Sabbath, comin n anoth } more copies, wi n 
still che ^ S ei Bo tele med io bands at the end of the week any that remain unsold. 


still choose to come, well! But being invited to H Á . 
come; not to an Infidel, an ecclesiastical, Ohristian, | If he exhibits them the pictures alone will sell them. 


nor even to an American fair, but to a World's Fair, 4. Take a few extra copies and circulate them 
open to Anabaptists, Jews, Buddhists, Mohammed- | among your acquaintances. On your request, we 
ans, who hav their own Sabbath days, to say noth- | will send you back-number sample copies free. , 

ing of the millions of non-seetarians, or the religions 5. Leave a copy occasionally where it will be 
people who, like Shakers, regard all days alike, to be picked up—in the train, in the fectory, in the 
kept holy by ceasing thereon to do evil and learning | meeting-room, in the cigar store, in the barber-shop. 
to be and to do good ! Leave it picture-side up. 

Infidels, to church and state governments, like} 6. Keep in your pocket some of our cheap tracts 
Paine, Franklin, Washington, and Jefferson, wrote | and when convenient hand one to a friend. ] 
and signed the Declaration of Independence and] 7. Get a new subscriber by persuading some friend 
framed a Constitution that expressly forbids all “ re- | to take it. 
ligious legislation.” The “Age of Raason” had ar- 
rived, the Rights of Man" were boldly set forth, 
and, when The Orisis”.came, the truth prevailed. 
All men were legally equal and had inalienable right 
to entire liberty of conscience, even down to the 


in some gathering often, is not a true and good man 
or woman, Many, and in fact the majority, of the 
people in civilized countries would rather attend some 
lecture, opera, or public gathering other than a 
church; but in many little towns there is absolutely 
no other place which they can attend, so what are 
they to do? Must they, in order to satisfy that 
thirst for social intercourse, attend and wink at 
what they believe to be positivly nonsense in order 
to be sociable? If they do not believe in the Bible 
and its teaching and yet attend church they are in a 
measure hypocrits; but if they do not attend some 
church or gathering on Sunday they are considered 
ungociable and odd. If they do attend church in 
order to save themselvs from the scorn of their 
fellow-townsmen they must also contribute to the 
support and thus help to strengthen an enemy to 
progress and civilization. 

The average young people of this age realize the 
immensity of the holy humbug, but if one of them 
sees fit to step out of line and declare independence, 
they are at once the shining mark for holy slurs and 
aceial boycott, and more especially is this true in the 
case of young ladies. Let a young lady in a small 
town show her contempt of the prevailing religious 
fad and she might almost as well commit a crime. 
The old women, at the instigation of the minister and 
deacons, will at once commence a systematic process 
of lying and social ostracism calculated to, and almost 
always successfully, too, drive her back into the fold 
of the holy fools. 

It is noticeable, however, that where a town. is 
large enough to possess some kind of a society of 
progress which meets at church hours on Sunday 
all trouble of that nature is overcome. Where there 
is strength enough to form even a small society it is 
sufficient to put a stop to the boycott plan, and, being 
of a more intelligent order than churches usually are, 
soon takes the lead in the average American town. 


society of progress cannot be represented in every 
town, village, and hamlet. There is no mistake but 
what every town in the United States contains more 
people who do not believe in the absurdities of the 
Bible than are represented by any church in the 
same town or community, and yet there are few towns 
but what hav several churches, which are also largely 
kept up by the liberal people, who are too timid 
to organize a social circle of their own. No doubt 
the reason for this is that ministers organize 
churches as a means of obtaining revenue, putting 
all their time and talents to work to make their 
business profitable. But why not Liberals do the 


hear a good lecture than to pay the same or more 
to sit and be insulted week after week by ignorant 
assertions about God and his holy methods of deal- 
ing with the worms of the earth. By organizing we 
for leas money receive the benefit of two good lect- 
ures each Sunday, we escape the finger of scorn 
which the church points at the man, woman, or child 
who has the true nobility of character to stand up 
alone against.superstition. By organizing we giv our 
children a chance to obtain useful knowledge, we 
save them from the foul breath of superstition and 
ignorance, and we elevate our neighbors and friends 
as well as ourselvs by giving them the opportunity 
to listen to scientific discussions, lectares, and good 
musio, and good morals. A quarter of a century sgo 
such a plan would not hav been accepted so easily as 
to-day. Twenty-five years ago hell was still blazing 
in all its glorious wrath, burning up the ungodly, 
the scientists, the Liberal thinkers, the enemies of 
God's numberless inhuman creeds, and the little un- 


a curl of blue smoke or a smell of brimstone issuing: 
from that dreadful inquisition of God. They are 
endeavoring to fix the date of creation earlier, they 
are making each day's work represent an age, and 
some of them even want to represent the day of rest. 
by an age. i 

Republican forms of government require that the 
people think, and we must notice that kingdoms and 
empires and monarchies are falling in all parts of 
the world and giving place to republics. The gov- 
ernment with the greatest number of rulers is the 
government which is the most liberal and broad- 
minded, and it is entirely impossible to hav an 
established government religion where the people 
are the rulers. It is only such an absolute one-man 
monarchy as Russia which can in the very face of 
scienca compel its people to bow the head and bend 
the knee in submission to one man’s superstition ; 
and such a state of affairs can hardly last through 
the twentieth century in any part of the earth. 
Twenty-five years ago, the memory of that good old 
Quaker, Thomas Paine, was made a by-word and a 
sneer upon the lips of all church people; to-day they 
are talking of putting flowers on his grave, because 
they say he was a deist—that is, he believed there 


eG 


Ix the rational study o! nature lie the secrets of 
knowledge, and every admission of the existence of 
supernatural influences is a barrier to progress.— 
Robt. C. Adams. 
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WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? 


In the first issue of Taz Trora Suzxze for the 
Now Year we shall print an article with the foregoing 
question for its title, by 


Austin Bierbower, 


author of “The Socialism of Ohrist" and “The 
Virtues snd Their Reasons,” a System of Ethics for 
Society and Schoole. 


Tun Tnorn Seeger will put on its new dress on 
New Y :ar's, and appear also in a more modern make- 
up, with all of its old and some new features. 

The make-up will be so arranged that the subserib- 
ers who desire to forward the paper to semi-Liberal 
g'iends but are deterred because of a fear that the 
pictures will offend their semi-religious sensitivness 
can remove the objectionable matter without de- 
stroying any of the reading matter. And we sin- 
cerely trust that those who hav refrained from doing 
missionary work with the paper on this aceount will 
feel their interest revived and intensified and act 
accordingly. 7 

—— — —— — 


To Our Subseribers. 


We are in sore need of the amounts due on sub- 
scriptions and ask everyone who owes us money to 
- be especially prompt in sending it. 

This also is the time of year when a — many 
subscriptions expire, and an immediate renewal will 
be a favor to us. 

Owing probably to the elections and the labor in- 
cident to gathering and marketing the great harvests 
our friends bav neglected to forward what is due 
ug, and we are consequently compelled to somewhat 
urgently remind them of their remissness. As Mr. 


Friends, let ug hear from you. 
— — — — 


To the Friends and Subscribers of Freethought. 


I sincerely hope that all who hav supported Free- 
thought in the past will aid the work to which it has 
been devoted by becoming subscribers to Tas Teora 
Szxeer, Toe TaourH Sxzxsa will carry on the work, 
but it needs your coöperation. It is a means by 
which I can reach you and push on the Pacific coast 
labors. Especially I ask those in arrears to pay 
what is now due to Tuz Teura SAR and place 
their names upon its list as cordial supporters for 
ihe future. Sawvzr P. Purnam. 


Letters of Protest. 


. We hav delayed sending out copies of the letter 
to Congressmen, urging the Sunday opening of the 
World's Fair, which all are requested to sign and 
forward, in order to get a correct list of the repre- 
sentative to be printed on the back, so that all may 
know to whom to send it. For the benefit of those 
who prefer to write direct we append the list here: 


Alabama—First district, Richard H Clarke; 2d dis, Hilary 
A Herbert; 8d dis, William O Oates; 4th dis, Louis W 
Turpin; 5th dis, James E Cobb; 6th dis, John H Bank- 
head; 7th dis, William H Forney ;. 8th dis, Joseph Wheeler. 

Arkansas—First, district, William H Cate; 2d dis, Clifton 
R Breckinridge ; 8d dis, Thomas C McRae; 4th dis, Wm L 
Terry; 5th dis, Samuel W Peel. 

Oalifornia—First district, Thomas J Geary; 2d dis, 
Anthony Caminetti; 8d dis, Joseph McKenna; 4th dis, John 
T Cutting; Sth dis, Eugene F Loud; 6th dis, William W 
Bowers. 

Colorado—8tate at large, Hosea Townsend. 

Connecticut—First district, Lewis Sperry; 21 dis, W F 
Wilcox; 8d dis, Charles A Russell; 4th dis, Robert E De 
Forest. 

Delaware—State at large, John Williams Causey. 

Florida—First district, Stephen R Mallory; 2d dis, Robert 
Bullock. 

Georgia— First district—Rufus E Lester ; 2d dis, Henry G 
Turner; 84 dis, Charles F Orisp (speaker) ; 4th dis, Charles 
L Moses; Sth dis, Leonidas F Livingston; 6th dis, James H 
Blount; 7th dis, Robert W Everett; 8th dis, Thomas G 
Lawson; 9th dis, Thomas E Winn; 10th dis, Thomas E 
Walson. , 

Idaho—8Btate at large, Willis Sweet. 

Illinois—First district, Abner Taylor; 2d dis, Lawrence E 
McGann; 3d dis, Allen C Durborrow; 4th dis, Walter C 
Newberry; 5th dis, Albert J Hopkins; 6th dis, Robert R 
Hitt; 7th dis, Monroe J Henderson; 8th dis, Lewis Steward; 
9th dis, Herman W Snow; 10th dis, Philip 8 Post; 11th dis, 
Benjamin T Cable; 12th dis, Scott Wike; 18th dis, William 
M Springer; 14th dis, Owen Scott; 15th dis, Samuel T 
Busey ; 16th dis, George W Filhian; 17th dis, Edward Lane; 
18th dis, William 8 Forman; 19th dis, James R Williams; 
20th dis, George W. Smith. 

Indiana—First district, William F Parrett; 2d dis, John 


L Bretz; 8d dis, Jason B Brown; 4th dis, William 8 Hol- 


man; 5th dis, George W Cooper; 6th dis, Henry A John- 
son; 7th dis, William D Bynum; 8th dis, Elijah V Brook- 
shire; 9th dis, Dan Waugh; 10th dis, David H Patton; 
11th dis, Augustus N Martin; 12th dis, Charles A O 
McClellan; 18th dis, Benjamin F Shively. 

Iowa— First district, John J. Seerley; 2d dis, Walter I 
Hayes; 3d dis, David B Henderson; 4th dis, Walter H 
Butler; 5th dis, John T Hamilton; 6th dis, Frederick E 
White; 7th dis, John A T Hull; 8th dis, James P Flick; 
9th dis, Thomas Bowman; 10th dis, Jonathan P Dolliver; 
11th dis, George D Perkins. 

Kansas—1st dis, Case Broderick; 21 dis, Edward H 
Funston; 3d dis, B H Clover; 4th dis, John G Otis; 5th 
dis, John Davis; 6th dis, William Baker; 7th dis, Jerry 
Bimpson. 

Kentucky—First district, William J. Stone; 2d dis, Wm 
T Ellis; 3d dis, Isaac H Goodright; 4th dis, Alexander B 
Montgomery; 5th dis, Ashur G Caruth; 6th dis, W W 
Dickerson; 7th dis, Wm O P Breckinridge ; 8th dis, James 
B McCreery ; 9th dis, Thomas H Paynter; 10th dis, John 
W Kendall; 11th dis, John H Wilson. 

Louisiana—First district, Adolph Meyer; 2d dis, Matt D 
Lagan; 3d dis, Andrew Price; 4th dis, Newton C Blanchard; 
5th dis, Charles J Boatner ; 6th dis, Samuel M Robertson. 

Maine—First district, Thomas B Reed; 2d dis, Nelson 
Dingley, Jr; 8d dis, Beth L Milliken; 4th dis, Charles A 
Boutelle. 

Maryland—First district, Henry Page; 2d dis, Herman 
Stump; 3d dist, Harry W Rusk; 4th dis, Isidor Raynor; 
5th dis, Barnes Compton; 6th dis, William M McKaig. 

Massachusetts First district, Charles 8 Randall; 2d dis, 
Elijah A Morse; 3d dis, John F Andrew; 4th dis, Joseph H 
O'Neill; 5th dis, Sherman Hoar; 6th dis, Henry C. Lodge; 
7th dis, William Cogswell; 8th dis, Moses T Stevens; 9th 
dis, George T Williams; 10th dis, Joseph H Walker; 11th 
dis; Frederick S Coolidge; 12th dis, John C Orqsby. 

Michigan— First district, J Logan Chipman; 2d dis, James 
8 Gorman; 3d dis, James O'Donnell; 4th dis, Julius C 
Burrows; 5th dis, Charles E Belknap; 6th dis, Byron Gray 
Stout; 7th dis, Justin R Whiting; 8th dis, Henry M You- 


at | mans; 9th dis, Harrison H Wheeler; 10th dis, Thomas A E 
Bennett used to say under these circumstances, 3 , ; , Thom 


Weadock ; 11th dis, Samuel M Stephenson. 

. Minnesota—First district, William H Harries; 24 dis, 
John Lind; 3d dis, Osee M Hall; 4th dis, James N Castle; 
5th dis, Kittle Halvorson. 

Mississippi—First district, John M Allen; 2d dis, John 
O Kyle; 8d dis, Thomas C Cathings; 4th dis, Olarke 
Lewis; 5th dis, Joseph H Beeman; 6th dis, Thomas R 
Stockdale ; 7th dis, Charles E Hooker. 

Missouri—First dis, William H. Hatch; 2d dis, Charles 
H Mansur; 8d dis, Alexander M Dockery; 4th dis, Robert 
P C Wilson; 5th dis, John C F Tarsney; 6th dis, John T 
Heard ; 7th dis, Richard H Norton; 8th dis, John J O'Neill; 
9th dis, Seth W Cobb; 10th dis, Sam Byrns; 11th dis, 
Richard P Bland; 12th dis, David A De Armond; 18th dis, 
Robert W Fyan; 14th dis, Marshall Arnold. 

Montana—State at large, William Wirt Dixon. 

Nebraska—First district, William J Bryan; 2d dis, Wm 
A McKeighan ; 8d dis, Omer M Kem. 

Nevada—State at large, Horace F Bartine. 


New Hampshire, First district, Luther F McKinney; 2d 
dis, Warren F Daniell. 

New Jersey—First district, Christopher A Bergen; 2d 
dis, James Buchanan; 3d dis, Jacob A Geissenhainer; 4th 
dis, Samuel Fowler : 5th dis, Cornelius A Cadmus; 6:h dis, 
Thomas D English; 7th dis, Edward F McDonald. : 

New York—First district, James W Covert; 2d dis, Al- 
fred C Chapin ; 3d dis, William J Coombs; ah dis, John M 
Clancey; 5th dis, Thomas F Magner; 6th dis, John R Fel- 
lows; 7th dis, Edward J Dunphy; 8th dis, Timothy J 
Campbell; 9th dis, Amos J Cummings; 10th dis, William 
Bourke Cockran; 11th dis, John D Warner; 12th dis, Jo- 
seph J Little; 13th dis, Ashbel P Fitch; 14th dis, William J 
Btahlnecker; 15th dis, Henry Bacon ; 16th dis, John H 
Ketcham ; 17th dis, Isaac Newton Cox; 18th dis, John A 
Quackenbush; 19th dis, Charles Tracey; 20th dis, John 
Sanford; 21st dis, John M Wever; 22d dis, Newton M 
Curtis; 23d dis, Henry W Bentley; 24th dis, George Van 
Horn; 25th dis, James J Belden; 26th dis, George W Ray; 
27th dis, Sereno E Payne; 28th dis, Hosea H Rockwell; 
29th dis, John Raines; 30th dis, Halbert S. Greenleaf ; 81st 
dis, James W Wadsworth ; 82d dis; Daniel N. Lockwood ; 
33d dis, Thomas L Bunting ; 34th dis, Warren B Hooker. 

North Carolina—First district, William A B Branch ; 2d 
dis, Henry P Cheatham ; 8d dis, Benjamin F Grady; 4th 
dis, Benjamin H Bunn; 5th dis, Archibald H A Williams ; 
6th dis, Sydenham B Alexander; 7th dis, John 8 Henderson; 
8th dis, William H H Oowles; 9th dis, William Thomas 
Crawford. 

North Dakota—State at large, Martin N Johnson. 

Ohio—First district, Bellamy Storer; 2d dis, John A 
Caldwell; 8d dis, George W Houk; 4th dis, Martin J 
Gantz; 5th dis, Fernando C Layton; 6th dis, D D Donavan; 
7th dis, William E Haynes; 8th dis, Darius D Hare; 9th dis, 
Joseph H Outhwaite; 10th dis, Robert E Drane; 11th dis, 
John M Pattison; 12th dis; William H Enochs; 13th dis, 
Irvine Dungan; 14th dis, James W Owens; 15th dis, 
Michael D Harter; 16th dis, John G Warwick ; 17th dis, A 
J Pearson; 18th dis, Joseph D Taylor; 19th dis, Ezra B 
Taylor; 20th dis, Vincent A. Taylor; 21st dis, Tom L 
Johnson. ; 

Oregon—State at large, Binger Hermann. : 

Pennsylvania—First district, Henry H Bingham; 2d dis, 
Charles O'Neil; 3d dis, William McAleer; 4th dis, John E 
Reyburn; 5th dis, Alfred C Harmer; 6th dis, John B Rob- 
inson; 7th dis, Edwin Hallowell ; 8th dis, William Mutchler ; 
9th dis, David B Brunner; 10th dis, Marriott Brosius; 11th 
dis, Lemuel Amerman ; 12th dis, George W Shonk; 13th 
dis, James B Reilly; 14th dis, John W Rife; 15th dis, 
Myron B Wright; 16th dis, Albert C Hopkins; 17th dis, 
Simon P Wolverton; 18th dis, Louis E Atkinson ; 19th dia, 
F E Beltzhoover; 20th.dis, Edward Scull; 2ist dis, George 


F Huff; 22d dis, John Dalzell; 28d dis, William A Stone; 


24th dis, Andrew Stewart; 25th dis, Eugene P Gillespie; 
26th dis, Matthew Griswold; 27th dis, Charles W Stone; 
28th dis, G F Kribbs. 

Rhode Island—First district, Oscar Lapham; 24 dis, 
Charles H Page. 

South Carolina—First district, William H Brawley; 2d 
dis, George D Tillman; 3d dis, George Johnstone; 4th dis, 
George W Shell; 5th dis, John J Hemphill; 6th dis, Eli T 
Stackhouse ; 7th dis, William Elliott. 

South Dakota—state at large—John J Jolley and John A 
Pickler. ' 

Tennessee—First district, Alfred A Taylor; 2d dis, John 
C Houk; 3d dis, H C Snodgrass; 4th dis, Benton McMillan; 
5th dis, James D Richardson; 6th dis, Joseph E Washing- 
ton; 7th dis, Nicholas N Cox; 8th dis, Benjamin A Enloe; 
9th dis, Rice A Pierce; 10th dis, Josiah Patterson. 

Texas—First district, Charles Stewart; 2d dis, John B 
Long; 8d dis, Constantine B Kilgore; 4th dis, David B Cul- 
berson; 5th dis, Joseph W Bailey; 6th dis, Jo Abbott; 7th 
dis, William H Crain; 8th dis, Littleton W Moore; 9th dia, 
Roger Q Mills; 10th dis, Joseph D Sayers ; 11th dis, Samuel 
W T Lanham. 

Vermont—First district, H Henry Powers; 2d dis, William 
W Grout. 

Virginia—First district, William A Jones; 2d dis, John W 
Lawson; 8d dis, George D Wise; 4th dis, James F Epes; 
5th dis, Posey G Lester; 6th dis, Paul C Edmunds; Tth 
dis, Charles T O Farrall; 9th dis; Johu A Buchauan. 

. Washington—state at large—John L Wilson. 

West Virginia—First district, John O Pendleton; 2d dis, 
William L Wilson; 8d dis, John D Alderson; 4th dis, James 
Capehart. 

Wisconsin—First district, Clintou Babbitt; 2d dis, Charles 
Barwig; 3d dis, Allen R Bushnell; 4th dis, John L Mitchell; 
Sth dis, George H Brickner; 6th dis, Lucas M Miller; 7th 
dis, Frank P Coburn; 8th dis, Nils P Haugen; 9th dis, 
Thomas Lynch. 

'Wyoming—state at large Clarence D Clark. 


The address of all these is “ House of Represent- 
ative, Washington, D. O." The letter which it is 
desired to hav sent to each by as many of their 
constituents as are in favor of its purpose is as fol- 
lows: 

eee mE 22577 189 . 
% HON . MEMBER or CONGRESS FOR THE Dis- 
TRIOT OF.. 

“ Dear Sir: "As one of your E I desire to call 
your attention to a matter of great importance. 

“I understand that the American Sabbath Union—an 
organization working for the revival of a Puritan Sunday 
observance—has circulated a petition asking your honorable 
body to attach to any appropriationfor the World’s Fair to 
be held in Chicago in 1898 a condition that such Fair shall - 
be kept closed on Sunday. 
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“ I desire to protest against this condition being attached 
to any appropriation, and to say that if any condition at all is 
attached it shall be that the Fair is kept OPEN on every 
Sunday of its continuance. And Irespectfully ask you to 
vote tó open the Fair on Sundays if that question shall come 
before Congress in any shape. And I ask this for these 
reasons, which are given in a petition to the local directory 
and national commission, which petition has been signed by 
thousands of citizens and will be sent to the Fair author- 
ities : ; 

** 1, That the American principle of separation of church 
and state may be maintained. 

“23 That public morality may be subserved by providing 
a substitute for the immoral places to which men may 
resort when no moral amusements are available. 

“3 As a matter of justice to the people of Chicago who 
hav given of their means to make the Fair possible, tens of 
thousands of whom can visit the Fair only on a general 
holiday; and as a matter of justice also to the visitors to 
the Fair, whose time and means are limited, and who 
certainly are entitled to great consideration at your hands. 

4 For the public good. The opening of the Fair on 
Sunday will be for the benefit not only of Chicago, but of 
the whole country. The rights of no one are infringed, the 
happiness of no one disturbed. Those who wish to attend 
can do 80; those who do not can otherwise spend the day. 
This is a solely humanitarian question, a question of human 

, relations and human welfare, and therefore the only standard 
by which you can decide is that of the public welfare. 

“5. It will benefit the Fair, attracting a much larger 
attendance, interesting more people in it, and increasing its 
receipts. f 

“6. To the objection that Bunday opening of the Fair 
will destroy thé day asa rest day, we affirm that the ten- 
dency would be exactly the opposit. The more beautiful 
you make Sunday, the more attractiv, the more noble and 
varied in {ta pleasures and instructions, the more difficult it 
will be to change its character, the less danger there is that 
employers will ever hav the power to transfer it from its 
present position to the days of toil. With choice of Sunday 
occupations reduced to attending church or visiting a 

: galoon, the average workingman would choose to keep on 
laboring. A l 

% Finally: Opening the World's Fair on Sunday will 
harm no one but. the keepers of immoral places, while it 
will benefit the Fair itself, the people of Chicago, and the 
visitors to the Fair, thereby conducing to municipal pros- 
perity, individual education, public morality, and the 
development and good of the whole country. 

** Hoping that these reasons will hav weight with you for 
good, and that you will éver be found on the side of freedom, 
I remain, Yours truly, ” 


We will forward copies of this printed on note- 
psper to anyone sending stamps. Esch letter may 
be signed by as many as choose, but it would hava 
better effect to hav them Bent separately. The 
Sabbath Union, which has a large fund at its dis- 
posal, has sent out fifty thousand contrary petitions 
to the preachers, who will get them signed and sent 
to Congress, and the Liberals should be activ in 


their work of opposition. 
rR —— — — 


Still Another Chanee. 


If the Sabbatarians are dishonest in their argu- 
ments in support of their fad, what shall we say of 
the remainder of the Christians? Aud how shall we 
fitly describe the “prominent gentleman” who fig- 
ures in the following from the Dayton, O., Evening 
Herald: 

“The following letter was addressed to a prominent gen- 
tleman of this city by Col. R. G. Ingersoll. The gentleman, 
though often requested, has up to this time refused to make 
it public. In his own language, it is now given for publica- 
tion for the reasons given herewith : 

% But since he has sold out to the devil in his Chicago 
speech on liberty, where he ignores the marriage rite, and 
advises universal divorce, where parties can find some one 
they like better, and many other things which would be a 
disgrace to a Christian nation, etc., you are at liberty to 
publish the following letter : 


% New Tokk, 


«€ Mr, ———, Dayton, O.: 

„ My Dear Sik : It is very gratifying to know that my 
books are being read in India—glad to know that they are 
in the way of the hypocritical and idiotic missionaries who 
are endeavoring to get these people to exchange one super- 
stition for another. : 

* You may rest assured that while I liv I shall do what little 
I can to destroy what is known as ‘‘ orthodox religion.” In 
my judgment it has covered the face of the world with 
tears, and the greatest possible good would be its utter de- 
struction. 

“You say in your letter that you hope some time I will 
* do something for God.” I never shall; but I do intend to 
do something for humanity. If God is infinit he does not 
need my. help. I believe in living in this world for this 
world, and doing what little we can for ourselvs and our 
fellow-man. If there is another world, when we get there 
we can do the same. Very truly yours, 

: * * R. G. INGERSOLL, 
eee Per B.“ ” 


Every reader of the Herald who does not see the 
report of Oolonel Ingersoll’s Chieago speech 
Liberty for Man, Woman, and Ohild— will think that 
he has been advising people to break down family 
ties and liv like animals, when, ag another matter of 
fact, he advised just the opposit. Here is what he 


really said, according to the best report made of his | II. The Origin of the 
Association. 


speech: Let me say right here to-night, J regard 
marriage as the holiest institution among men. 
Without the fireside there is no human advancement ; | 
without the family there is no life worth living. 
Every good government is made up of good families. 
The unit of government is the family; anything 
that tends to destroy the family is perfectly devilish 
and infamous. I believe in marriage, and I hold in 
utter contempt the opinions of long-haired men and 
short-haired women who denounce the institution of. 
marriage. Let me say right here—and I hav thought 
a good deal about it—let me say right here the 
grandest ambition that any man can possibly hav is 
to liv and so improve himself in heart and brain as 
to be worthy of the love of some splendid woman ; 
and the grandest ambition of any girl is to be worthy 
of the love and adoration of some magnificent man, 
That is my idea, and there is no success in life with- 
out it. I say it took millions of years to come from 
the condition of abject slavery up to the condition 
of marriage. Woman is the equal of theman. She 
has all the rights I hav and one more, and that is 
the right to be protected. That's my doctrin. You 
are married; try to make the woman you love 
happy; try to make the man you love happy. 
Whoever marries simply for himself will make a mis- 
take; but whoever loves a woman so well that he 
says, ‘I will make her happy, makes no mistake. 
And so with the woman who says, ‘I will make him 
happy. There is only one way to be happy and that 


is to make somebody else so, and you can’t be happy 
cross-lots » you hav got to go the regular turnpike 


road.” 


And this Ohristian, who professes not to believe 
in bearing false witness, says Colonel Ingersoll ig- 
-nores the marriage rite! The flexibility of the man's 
-conscience seems to be proportioned to his piety, 


‘which is deep. 
— ꝶüꝶ ree 


Books in Fine Bindings for Holiday Gifts. 


We hav a large number of books suitable for 


Young Men's Christian 

III. Sustaining a Theory. 

IV. Some Giants. 

V. The Adventures and Work of Noah. 

VI. A Hunting Anecdote. |: 

VII. Abrabam, Ohrist's Great Ancestor. 

VIII. A Queer Family. 

IX. Isaac and His Sister.” 

X. One of Twins. 

XL Jacob and Esau. 

XIE Joseph, the Man of Dreams. 

The book will afford many a hearty laugh, while 
we hav not forgotten to make it a solid attack upon" 
the superstition which can venerate and believe the 
tales told in the Old Testament. So far as it goes it 
shows that book in its true colors, though of course 
we hav omitted the Old Testament obscenity in 
order to make our work one admissible in all 
families and readable by all ages and sexes. 

The price of our work is $1. Orders will be 
cheerfully booked now and filled as soon as the work 


comes from the press. 
—— iibi MÀ 


A Chance for Reform. 


The most dishonest folks in the world in argument 
are the Sabbatarians. Their one great contention for 
Sunday as the Sabbath is a most preposterous false- 
hood, and with this as a base, they rear structure 
after structure of transparent lies. 

A writer in the Christian Statesman says the 
liquor-dealers of Ohicágo desire Sunday opening of 
the Fair and also the opening of museums as allies 
of the saloons, We suppose these statements are 
made to disparage the movement for Sunday opening 
by throwing its supporters into bad company. 

This is as dishonest as it oan be, for as a matter of 
fact saloon-keepers generally do not want places of 
resort other than their own opened to the publio, and 
the Ohieago saloon-keepers are pretty generally 
known to be, as a matter of business, on the side of 
the Sabbatarians. 


holiday gifíe, many of them in extraordinarily fine 
bindings, and we call the attention of our readers to 
them, hoping that when selection of presents is 
made the list will be consulted and purchases made 
therefrom. Among them are Paine’s works, com. 
plete, in cloth, $3 ; leather, red edges, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50; the World's Sages, in same style 
of binding and at same prices as Paine's works; 
Ingersoll’s Prose Poems, in cloth, $2.50; half mo- 
rocoo, $5; turkey morocco, $7.50; tree calf, $9. 
These are magnificent volumes. Also his principal 
leetures bound in one volume for $5. Either of 
Miss Wixon's books, The Story Hour, Apples of 
Gold, All in a Lifetime, is very suitable for a 
present, the first particularly for children. Voltaire's 
Romaness, cloth, $1.50; half calf, $4, is a fine and 
uncommon work. D. M. Bennett’s Around the 
World, in sets of four volumes, profusely illustrated, 
red cloth, $6.50, is a splendid present to a friend 
or to young men and women. It is full of practical 


We wish the fanatios would reform their morals. 
— — 


Editorial Notes. 


Citizens who sell their votes at election are the vermin of 
politics. They must be exterminated. So says the Catholis 
Review ; but a practical application of its determination 
would lessen the membership of its church wonderfully. 


We wish our readers would send us the names and 
addresses of all the Liberals they know who do not take 
Tae Teora Szexer, in order that we may forward them 
sample copies. It is our earnest desire to double our sub. 
scription list, and we ask the kind coöperation of all friends 
of Freethought. 


— 


Ax now the Catholics want to boycott the World's Fair 
because of the secretary of the local directory. The Catholic 


the executiv committee of the Columbian Exposition, Catho- 
lics will want to hav nothing to do with it. His continuance 
in office will be a detriment to the Fair." 


Review says: While Mr. Butterworth remains secretary of 


to-day information about other countries and the 
The latest book which the 
Spiritualists are discussing is, Was Abraham Lincoln 
a Spiritualist? for $1.50. Helen Gardener's Men, 
Women, and Gods is a work of great value, $1, as 
is Winwood Reade’s Martyrdom of Man, $175; 


noted things therein. 


Gibbon’s History of Christianity, $2; Darwin's 
Origin of Species and Descent of Man, and others of 
his works. A catalog containing these and hundreds 
more—Freethought, scientific, medical, social, as 
well as standard—will be sent on receipt of a request 


for same. 
—— 22. re PEE 


A Great Book. 


Our Bible Picture Book will contain about four 
hundred pages, one-half of which will be full-page 
pictures and one-half reading matter, relating to the 
stories which the pictures illustrate. The text will 
lead to a full understanding of the tale, even as the 
artist's work illustrates it, with an electric search- 
light brilliance unsurpassed by the torch of the 
golden goddess Diana on the Garden tower. Young 
people can learn more about the Old Testament and 
its heroes by reading this book than by reading the. 
Old Testament itself. It is much more easily com- 
prehended, and is written in more chaste language. 

There will be twenfy-six chapters in the book, 
twelv of which are completed, as follows: 

I. Adventures of Adam. 


Tux only advice or exhortation that we hav seen in a long 
time in a Catholic paper with which we could agree is the 
following: For the long winter evenings get books. Fifty 
good volumes that could be procured for fifty dollars would, 
be of more benefit to a family than a piano costing five 
hundred. They would be more ornamental than bric.a-brac 
or pottery. They would be more profitable than money in 
bank. A home without books is like a house without 
windows. Get books!” 
judiciously there would be fewer Catholics in the world. . 
Books stating facts are the enemy of religion. 


TRR Chicago Evening Journal says: One of the best 
institutions of Chicago is the Secular Union, with its two 
courses of Sunday evening lectures. One course of lectures 
is given at Dearborn Hall, near the corner of West Madison 
and Halsted streets. At this course, after the lecture an 
hour or so long, & discussion is held for forty minutes, 
giving each speaker five minutes’ time. There are many 
present at each meeting who represent the advanced and 
radical thought of the times, and their comments on the 
lecture of the evening, whether approving or criticising, are 
instructiv and of interest. The other course is given at 
the hall 116 Fifth avenue. At this place discussion does not 
follow the lecture, which is expected to be a more elaborate 
presentation of the speaker’s opinions on the subject which 
he discusses. It is greatly to the credit of John F. Geeting, . 
Esq., thatto his interest in popular questions and his public 
spirit is due the organization of this society, and the estab- 
lishment of this double lecturecourse. The lecturers take 
no pay, and there is no charge for admission. A collection 
is taken up each evening simply to pay the hall rent, there 
being no other expenses. A Sunday evening cannot be 
better spent by any thoughtful mind than in attendance at 
one of these lectures.” 


And if this advice were followed - 
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Nevertheless, the paper must be paid for. Not seeing any 
way that I can remit at present I will be obliged to ask you 
to stop it until T am able to catch up. But I may hava 
chance to do so sooner than I expect. But I will surely re- 
mit and take the paper again, as it is impossible to be con- 
tented without it. It is sad and lonely amongst these howl- 
ing Christians. But we shall remain firm and unshaken. I 
am more determined than ever. I will send you one of his 
pamphlets written to enlighten his race. But they were 
afraid of it. The ministers told them they would be damned 
if they read it. Mary J. Jonzs. 


may there not be some good and truth in Spiritualism? I 
am 4 Liberal, not by name alone, but by practice. To calla 
man & fool and dupe and credulous simply because he has 
traveled a different road tkan I hav, and necessarily found 
different evidence, and has come to different conclusions, is 
not the right kind of Liberalism; not the kind that will 
make the human race any better than it is to-day. 
Yours for more Liberalism, © G. E. Mourron. 


` Betters from friends. 


Unselfish Levotion to the Cause. 


. Fort MaaiNNIB, Mont., Nov. 21, 1891. 
Mz. Epiror: I am an old Infidel, who has taken the 
Investigator from its start, and formerly took Tue TRUTH 
SzEKER, but, having more papers than I had time to read, 
stopped taking it, and only take it now to help the cause, as 
I hav not always found it to my liking, particularly the 
coarseness of its illustrations. The last received, however, 
** The Sacred Scarecrow,” from my standpoint is good. 
Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, James Feraus. 


— 


Are We on the Eve of a Great Discovery? 


g Des Morxks, Ia., Dec. 2, 1891. 

MR. Epiror: I hav noticed several letters in your col- 
umns in regard to the Georgia Magnet,” and having been 
one of & committee of twelv to test her power, I will make 
a brief statement or two favoring the side of the Magnet." 
Our committee gave her fair tests, and all were of the 
opinion that she possesses & power, not supernatural but 
natural. Some of her feats were so plain as to be beyond 
question. Mark this one: A little boy nine years of age 
placed his hands in hers at arm’s length. . Now, what this 
power is, or just how it works, I am unable to say; but I 
do know this—a number of the committee, the writer 
included, could not lift him from the floor. This is a fair 
test. The boy had no skirts which might be used to hide 
any mechanical contrivance to fasten him to the floor. It 
was & clean-cut feat, and is sufficient of itself to prove that 
Annie Abbott has a remarkable power. The writer lifted 
the boy from the floor easily as. soon-as Mrs. Abbott let go 
his hands. Now, is this not sufficient? Why be so 
skeptical? I.am a Materialist. I neither believe in Gods, 
spirits, spooks, or devils, but I do know that she possesses a 
phenomenal power not common to other human beings, and 
I think it consists of elements which—in some cases— 
nullify the force of gravity. One more feat: She placed 
her hand on either side of the writer’s head and lifted him 
from the chair without either pulling upward or pressing 
against the face. Allowing that she exerted a force of five 
pounds in this way, then I ask, by what means were the 
remaining one hundred and fifty pounds lifted? Through ` 
spirit agency? No, no. She said to me, Of all the isms,’ 
Spiritism is the farthest from explaining my power.” Yet- 
she produced the so-called spirit raps almost instantly. An 
understanding of this force would doubtless explain much 
of the phenomena of Spiritism.  . 

The best explanation that I can giv is that she possesses & 
power over electric attraction in animate beings—fish 
excepted—to nullify it or change its direction. Another. 
point worthy of thought—she cannot exert her power to any 
extent with women. 

I hav read two pamphlets written by scientific men in 
explanation of this force, and I learn from these men that 
she possesses sufficient electricity by which, with proper 
appliances, messages could be transmitted a considerable 
distance. 

I hav also read from a Manitoba paper a long article 
exploding the South Dakota man’s explanations, and I think 
it was effectually done. The lady in Chicago to whom 
reference has been made is not Mrs. Abbott. The papers 
state that she is in England, and that the prince of Wales 
has recently given her a lift by failing to lift her.” 

N. ZEDIKER. 


Sunday in the Land of the Free and Home of the Brave. 


Nov. 28, 1891. 
MR. Eprror: The following note I was induced to write 
on aceount of the increasing demands of pietists for laws to 
force their views on the vast majority of the people. I asked 
one of our local papers to publish it, but they declined. 
Why, I do not know; but I suppose, in this case, the 
press is afraid of the pulpit. 


‘It strikes me very forcibly that it is about time to calla 
halt on our ** unco guid ” people. They are so anxious to re- 
form the world that they seem to hav no idea of the rights 
of others. In many towns they hav come to the conclusion 
-that common, every-day people hav no rights that they are 
bound to MR In many places they hav so terrorized 
the people that they dare not sella glass of soda water or 
milk or a cigar on Sunday, for fear of fine and imprison- 
ment. And now they are trying to stop the sale of Bun- 
day newspapers, and all this in the land of the free and the 
home of the brave. Why is it that so brave a people will 
allow themselvs to be bulldozed by so small a minority ? 

Now they are striving to shut up the World’s Fair at Chi- 
cago on Sunday, knowing that, it being a day of rest, thou- 
sands of people that could not afford to lose time to visit 
that grand exposition of the progress of the world, would 
be deprived of the opportunity by so doing. These unco 
guid” people who pretend to be such enemies to the saloon 
would giv the masses no other means of amusement but 
that the saloon furnishes, on the day of all others that they 
could spare time to see the wonderful ingenuity of man. 
O hypocrisy! where is thy shame? 


I think the Protestant leaders hav the least tact of any 
set of men who profess to want to gain the good will of the 
outside world, as they term it, in doing all they can to make 
Sunday miserable to all but themselvs. The Catholics show 
their superior tact by not curtailing the innocent pleasure 
of their people. If they only attend church once on Sunday 
and pay their assessments, they can enjoy themselvs in their | 
own way the balance of the day, and if they pay when called 
on very regular attendance is not ins'sted on; but some or 
most of the Protestant churches would deprive the people 
on that day of all social pleasures, and make the day a day 
cf gloom, and the people look upon them as their enemies. 
No wonder their pews are empty, and men prefer the Sun- 
day newspaper to the bill of fare offered by the churches. 
They must try another way and try to brighten life on Sun- 
day, instead of making it more gloomy, before they will get 
the mass of the people to believe they are their friends. 
They must quit this thing of closing museums, parks, pict- 
ure galleries, World's Fairs, etc., on Sunday to the people 
whom they profess to want to improve and draw under their 
influence, if they are to hav any influence in forming or re- 
forming the character of this great nation. J. DOWNES. 


Our Reward for the Defense of Liberty. 
RaorNz, Wis., Dec. 5, 1891. 

. JANTS 
Iam sorry to see free thought advocate being simpatizer 
wrached arnarchi sone your sheet is daterment to free 
thought to avry libaler man women in Country you make 
more firm blevers stupid orthodoxy the pulpid is now Clas- 
ing all freethinkers as blody anarchist your kind sheet is the 
couse of such. I am subscriber of Boston Investigator 27 
years I never had seen a artickel ware that paper wos in 
aney simpathy with those brainless daingarius wrathches I 
dont wont your sheet no more in mine house I wont you 
sand me statement wot I oue you even I did not subscribe 
you sand it with out mine orders. I am born in Europe bot 
not anarchist down with oll that afens our American Flag 

I am all wayes for Truth Justice M M SROOR 


On God and Other Spookish Creatures. 
: PHILADELPHIA, PA , Dec. 10, 1891. 

Mr. Epitor: The three books came duly to hand, and giv 
entire satisfaction. The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” is immense. It is a complete exposure of Gods, 
priests, preachers, and prophets. It shows plainly the man. 
ner of men who foster superstitious fancies against right, 
reason, and science. 

I notice on the editorial page of your issue of the 5th inst. 
a subject which seems to be in controversy, as to whether 
the idea of God is innate or not. I think it highly probable 
that the idea of Gods with the human family is innate or 
inborn. The idea of God with man is but a superstitious 
fancy. Just as readily one might hav an idea of any other 
kind of spooks. It may be said, and correctly so, too, that 
superstition is inborn, from which fact man can think Gods, 
angels, devils, ghosts, hobgoblins, witches, banshees, and 
a thousand other supernatural beings of a like bad character. 
Superstition abides with ignorance, and God abides with 
superstition. Therefore, if the idea of God is innate, it does 
not prove the fact that Gods do exist. It cannot be said that 
the knowledge of truth is Inborn, yet we know that truth 
does exist, and when ideas and beliefs are confronted with 
the truth, Gods and spooks disappear. If God’s existence 
is a truth, then that truth should fit with every truth, but 
many truths already discovered point against the existence 
of Gods. 

It is a notable fact that as soon as learning has banished 
superstition from the mind the Gods go with it. Super- 
stition is a disease which learning cures. Superstition is 
the first cause, a belief in the Gods and their families of 
apooks is the effect of this cause. 

Ignorance and superstition are with man at his birth, 
from which fact we freely admit that we always hav some- 
thing to learn. Gods and every manner of hobgoblins must 
be classified under the one head—the spook species. 

Religion, take heed, for the bright light of learning 
Illumins the world’s sluggish night, `, 
And reason’s proud billows, in majesty swelling, 
Are drowning the creed’s horrid blight. 
For the right and the wrong the battle’s now waging ; 
The steed of progression is shod ; . 
The crisis is coming, and learning shall conquer, 
For truth is more mighty than God. 
Jos. SoHAFFER. 


Miscellaneous, 


LzxiweTonN, KY., Nov. 21, 1891. 

Mz. Eprrog: Much is said at the present period of 
individual improvement, but Christian thinkers do not 
recognize the idea that Freethought is more congenial to 
the noblest mentality than & constant reference to lucubra- 
tions of great thinking men who are supposed to control the 
human mind and giv tone to society views. If Herbert 
Spencer fails to direct us right, we cannot attribute this 
want of success to the fact that he fawns upon the masses 
instead of instructing them. But what shall we say of 
Gladstone, who cannot relinquish the idea that the Jews hav 
had s holy mission on earth; that their sin and repentance 
is the great Pecksnifflan piece of strategy, the stupendous 
lesson, which has profited our morals as much as Greek 
culture has our minds? Nehemiah also, I suppose, might be 
said, according to Prideaux, to elaborate luxury upon the 
most approved and sinless plan, as a Hebrew Turveydrop 
might be expected to do. -The fact, however, is patent with 
us that the kindness of the Jews is more to be depended on, 
in business, than their conscience. We will not refuse to 
admit that a power in society like Gladstone, if not a power- 
ful mind, will occasionally stumble on something great and 
admirable. So it is when he speaks of the great laws of 
kindness and justice, telling us they are written upon the 
human mind, and nothing can efface them. This suggestion 
is depreciated by Cardinal Gibbons, another leader toward 
the gate of heaven. Does he forget, as he thinks upon his 
knees to some higher authority (if such process could be 
called brain-exercise), that justice could not breathe in the 
air of slavery in which we languish—tbat the great borrower 
called religion could not Suggest anything to elevate the 
mind which had not been previously ground into us by some 
lover of equal rights? Can & person who has known nothing 
but servitude originate a luminous idea, when the truth 
exists that there is no aristocracy of thought; when the 
beggar over his crust can wear brighter gems of intellect 
upon his brow than a besotted king, most Christian, even 
upon his throne? . 

Herbert Spencer imagins that women hav not the talents 
of statesmen, although it is well known thatthe best of them 
hav an intense hatred of tyranny and partial reforms. One 
rift in the lute mars the most exquisit music~one impure 
stain upon a system of morals drags it back to infamy. - 

** Tolerably moral.” So of a loaf of cake: the sugar was 


Paine—Freethought at the Fair—Spiritualism. 


BAN DON, Ore., Nov. 28, 1891. 

Me. EprroR: Thinking you might want to hear from this 
part of the vineyard, I will write you a few lines. 

I got into the TRUTH Srzxer family via Freethought. 

We are going to hav & grand celebration on Thomas 
Paine's birthday, and I hope that all the lovers of liberty 
wil meet in their respectiv places and do honor to his 
memory. I think it is as little as we can do to blot out the 
stigma that has attached to his name for the past hundred 
years. I believe he did more to weaken the structure of 
orthodox Christianity than any other man, and when we 
consider the age in which he lived, hemmed in on all sides 
by bigotry and superstition, his courage and fidelity to 
truth cannot be over-estimated ; so let us ever revere his 
memory. 

I see that there is some talk already of a Freethinkers’ 
gathering at the World’s Fair. What a treat it would be 
to see all the foremost liberators of humanity from dogma 
and superstition from all over the world, and hear them giv 
their experiences in their different fields of labor. I would 
suggest that steps be taken at once to secure a suitable 
place for the occasion. 

I notice in Letters from Friends” that quite a number of 
your correspondents are finding fault with Spiritualism. 
Now, while I hav never had sufficient evidence of a 
conscious existence after the death of the body, I do not 
find fault with my neighbor who has, or thinks he has. If 
the phenomena of Spiritualism do not demonstrate a future 
existence of mankind, science and investigation will discover 
the fact; while ridicule and non-investigation will accom- 
plish nothing. I would like to ask you or any of your 
correspondents to name one thing that is free from fraud of 
some kind. If we are to condemn everything or reject it 
because & few mercenary and unscrupulous persons will 
practice fraud, I do not know what we could accept. We 
would hav to giv up eating and drinking, for fraud is prac. 
| ticed in our food and drink. There is fraud practiced in 
medicin, in land transactions, in railroad bonds, also in 
law. We should be compelled to giv up all kinds of 
government because fraud is practiced by a few individuals. 
Almost anything that you can mgntion that is in existence is 
fringed more or less with fraud of some kind, yet under- 
lying all this there are both good and truth in them all, and 


The Donkeys Kicked the Dead Lion, 
i AURURN, Nov. 29, 1891. 

Mz. Epıror : We hav had a death in the family—of the 
head of the house, one whom we loved and adored, whose 
memory we hold sacred. He was a stanch Agnostic and 
died firm in that belief. His death was calm and peaceful, 
making all the arrangements for his funeral, calling no min- 
ister to administer any last rites, nor wishing none of the 
Christians’ prayers. The Christians were wild—sadly dis- 
appointed, their hopes blasted. They contented themselvs 
by saying everything possible about him. The preacher 
preached on it. Tney gathered in groups and talked of him 
being in hell. Not one cheering word did they hav for the 
poor sick widow who probably will soon follow her husband. 
The Christians reported that he cried and yelled for mercy 
during his last hours, all of which was false and simply told 
to carry their point. But there were those of the orthodox 
belief at his bedside who are truthful and honest people 
and they hav pronounced it all a malicious falsehood. He 
was & man of great intelligence; far ahead of his race; had 
great reasoning faculties. Charles Griffia—for that is his 
name—was far in advance of his race, and it will take half 
a century for them to understand what he was talking about, 
yauch less catch up to him inknowledge. He was my foster- 
father, and his wife proves to be adear mother tome. I 
miss him every time I take up Tas Truro SzzkzR. Then 
it is I miss him to read to, and some one to comment upon 
the subjects we read. He being a man of seventy-five years 
and having had poor health for six years, and his wife for 
five years, all has fallen upon me. My burdens at the pres- 
ent are very heavy. But I will pull through in time. 
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not very good, the flour, eggs, and spice were defectiv—do 
you want any of it? Dr. Carus has much to say of the 
‘weakness of women; 80 had St. Paul. There is no nationality 
about the thoughts of the highest range of philosophers such 
as Hegel, Kant, Goethe, Plato. Let us cling to their 
generalizations. An opinion is not to be swallowed ; it must 
be put to the test. But our Ingersoll—yes, he is ours—flung 
a handful of diamonds into the columns of the glorious 
"TRUTH Sgexsr when he declared that with regard to men 
and women he believed in equal rights ! ; 

Plato, as well as other great thin kers, would never hav 
discountenanced woman if she had knelt at his feet and 
implored him, at least, to giv her a chance to exercise and 
improve her talents which bear upon the welfare of the 
human race. ALHAZA. 


— 


A Stirring Antipapal Appeal—None too Strong. 
N : . New Yorx, Nov. 30, 1891. 

Mr. Evrror: I am convinced that we Liberals reading 
Tus TaurH SRRRK RR cannot be satisfied with the progress of 
Liberalism in the United States, after reading the fifteenth 
annual report of the American Secular Union. My object 
in writing these few lines is to make some inquiries, and 
offer one suggestion. 

Why cannot the Liberals of the United States unite in 
gaining one point at a time? For example, the abolition of 
the parochial schools of the United States. Our public 
schools are state institutions, established by the state and 
supported by the state, institutions from which the rising 
generations are to fill up the ranks of citizenship, institutions 
the citizen should look upon with satisfaction to himself. 
The rising generation should emerge hence, sustaining our 
Constitution as the founders of this republic intended it 
should be, free from creed and ever affording ita citizens 
equality before the law whatever his so. called religious con- 
victions may be. f f 

These institutions are sacred to all lovers of justice and 
equality, avd any interference therewith must be disloyalty 
to the citizens of the United States, disloyalty to our institu- 
tions and general government. Our Constitution reads, 
„Congress shall make no law establishing religion or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise thereof." Parochial schools are 
not prohibited by Congress (church schools, as they hav their 
origin in the church, and under dictation from the church 
they are conducted). There is an establishment of religion, 
as Congress permits it; while the Constitution of the United 

. Btates forbids the same. 
From the fact religious schools are unconstitutional a 
permission to establish the same must be an establishment 
óf religion. . 

I ask, when orders from Rome were issued to the priest- 
hood in the United States to establish -parochial schools 
throughout the land, was there no protest? Was there no 
protest at this gross imposition thrust upon our government, 
and in violation of our Constitution ? 

By this imposition they are practically saying to the 
American people: Your public schools are not good 
enough for the adherents of our church. We ignore your 
Constitution and deliberately establish church schools in 
your midst. Our church is above your institutions, and we 
intend to sustain it, and increase its faith in America in 
spite of your Constitution. And our premeditated design is 
to withdraw the patronage from your public schools to the 
extent of our influence and power, for the sole purpose of 
building up the power and influence of the Catholic church 
in the United States.” 

After tolerating this much can we wonder we are asked 
for the public funds to support these schools? Is it not 
high time we hav protested against church schools? We 
want none but state schools. I ask, Why can we not 
preserve the Constitution against this religious interference? 

I ask how Liberals expect to bring about new laws for 
taxing church property, etc., when we are unable to keep 
the old ones from infringement. Could not all our force be 
concentrated to one point—that of sustaining our Constitu- 
tion as it is, free from religious interference? Hav we not 
the right to abolish the church schools as unconstitutional ? 
Can we draw up a petition to be signed by as many citizens 
as can be reached who indorse the separation of church and 
state, and forward the petition to Congress protesting 
against Congress allowing the establishing of parochial 
schools in the United States? If we fail in a petition, why 
cannot this question of separation of church and state be put 
to a vote before the whole people of the United States? If 
this government is a democracy, why cannot this be done? 
We want no foreign institutions established in this country, 
We are Americans, and capable of establishing institutions 
for America and the American people without dictations 
from Rome, or any other country. Cannot every intelligent 
citizen be self-convinced that this establishing church schools 
in the United States by the Catholic church is a premeditated 
disloyalty to our government ? f 

Are we going to tolerate it? And how long? 

A few years ago while attending a public marriage at a 
Catholic church in a New Jersey town, the priest officiating 
seemed to take advantage of (while having a number of 
Protestants present) the situation, and informed his listeners 
emphatically: * We [the Catholics] were before govern- 
ments and will be after governments.” Such is the language 
of an exiled priest from Germany—exiled for disobeying the 
law of the land by persisting in establishing parochial 
schools in his own nativ country. A number of priests were 
exiled from Germany and settled here in our Western states, 
where they can establish parochial schools, so we can toler- 
ate what Germany would not—disloyalty to the government. 
Liberals, this is strong language: ‘‘ We are above govern- 
ments; were before governments and will be after govern- 

a 


but Christ died like a god! Is this a correct statement? 
Has anyone a conception of how a god would die? 
l W. E. Watton. 


ments.” Liberals, are the people of the United States going 
to stand this disloyalty to our government? and how long? 
Under the teachings of the Catholic church Catholics cannot 
be good citizens. Their church is first, and citizenship a 
second consideration. Is this not enough to stir every Lib- 
eral citizen to effort to keep our institutions free from any 
religious interference, the only way to keep the enemy out? 
Yours for equality of citizenship, K. 


Unfortunate Honesty —Lawyers —Preachers’ Extortions 
—Chess —Hairworms — Finance, 
Hartrorp, Kan., Nov. 28, 1891. 

MR. EprroR: I like Tug TRUTH Seexer better than any 
other periodical I know of. Iam so poor that I can no 
longer afford to take a newspaper, and hav to borrow the 
most of my reading. I will tell you why Iam poor. I was 
born a sickly, puny child, and took vast quantities of 
medicin. Up to my sixth year I was constantly under the 
doctor’s care. From 1880 to 1888 I traveled about through 
three or four states for my health. From 1878 to 1884 I was 
not able to do any work. I hav a large family, and for a 
number of years paid considerable money annually to the 
support of the church, besides medicin and doctors’ bills. 
My father at last helped me to purchase a small farm here, 
but I hav no team, and am not able to cultivate it, although 
Ihav performed an immense amount of labor on the place, 
improving, repaiting, and tending small fruit and garden- 
truck patches and fencing. Last month a prairie fire came 
along and swept through my farm and orchard, burning up 
crops and doing damage to trees. By friendly help my 
house was saved. The people of Kansas are whole-souled 
and liberal, and always ready to lend a hand to help a 
neighbor. I hav studied law and been admitted to the bar, 
but I began the study too late in life ever to hope to reach 
eminence. Besides, the people here say I am too honest for 
a lawyer. Perhaps I am like the young man who was . 
about to become a candidate for office on the Alliance 
ticket. He was objected to because he was a lawyer, but 
his father told them that his son was not lawyer enough to 
hurt him any. My health since 1884 has improved so much 
that I can do a day’s work occasionally; and if I do not get 
something to do here that will make me a living soon, I 
shall sell out and go where Ican getastart. I once made 
money at stock-raising in Illinois, but the preachers and 
doctors hav got all my money away from me, and my 
forty acres of land brings me very little money after taxes 
and repairs are taken out. If I sell out I will invest $5 in 
Tur Tereora SRRK ER anyhow, to keep my mind free from 
priestcraft while I do liv. 

I want to tell you something about what the churches are 
doing here. The Methodist church has about three hundred 
members, and the pastor, A. R. McLean, isa young man 
and a bachelor, and gets a salary of $1,000 a year with par- 
sonage thrown in; but there seems to be some difficulty in 
raising the aforementioned salary. Brother Welch, an aged 
pilgrim of over eighty-five years, an exemplary old gentle. 
man who has probably given a good-sized fortune in his 
lifetime to support the clerical lazzaroni, has recently been 
turned out in the cold and barren regions of the excommu- 
nicated, because, owing to a decline in his finances, he was 
not able, to contribute to the full extent of his assessment 
for the support of this strong and healthy young pastor. A 
young lady who is trying to support herself by the trade of 
milliner, Clara Jewett by name, has been required to pay 
$25 this year to oil the tongue of the aforesaid dispenser of 
free salvation. These are only specimens of numerous cases 
illustrating the fact that the preaching of the gospel means 
t deliverance of captivs,” ‘‘ loosing the bonds of servitude,” 
and“ the poor hav the gospel preached to them,” etc. I 
told a young Democrat the other day that the churches had 
all climbed on the Democratic platform now. ‘ Why,” said 
I, “the tariff plank of your platform says ‘for revenue 
only,’ and that isthe principle which rules the churches.” 

Concerning the wheat and chess question, I hav a narrativ 
to relate. Mortimer Buck, my wife’s father’s ‘uncle, who 
resides on a large farm near Fort Madison, Ia., and whose 
veracity will not be disputed by those who know him, gave 
me the following account of his experiment. Mr. Buck is 
now over eighty-five years of age, and the statement was 
made to me nearly twenty years ago. Mr. Buck said that 
he had occasion to sow into wheat a large field upon which 
wheat had never grown. He took the wheat to the mill in 
Fort Madison to hav it cleaned, and when he was about to 
sow it several persons remarked that they had never seen 
wheat so thoroughly cleaned from chess and every other 
ingredient except pure, full-graíned wheat. This wheat was 
sown in the fall, and a wet, open winter followed. In many 
places the water stood in pools, and much of the wheat in 
those places was drowned and frozen out. At harvest time 
the low places bore chess, and nothing but chess; while in 
other places no chess could be found. If there was chess in 
the seed (which Mr. Buck says there was not), Ido not see 
how it could all gravitate to the low places, since chess (or 
cheat as it is usually called in the West) is a much lighter grain 
than wheat. That it would float more readily than wheat is 
doubtless true; but the top or surface of water is a poor 
place to sprout wheat or any other grain. 

In regard to those hair-snakes, I hav never observed any, 
bufIthink that there is one fact related by Mrs. Slenker 
which goes far toward proving the transformation, and that 
is, the finding of a bunch or bunches of twisted horsehair 
in pools of water by the roadside partially transformed into 
living animals. I can discover no intrinsic improbability in 
the theory to anyone who believes in the possibility of spon- 
taneous generation. 

I wish that Mr. Hertwig would elaborate his silver views 
for the benefit of Taz TRUrR SEEKER readers. It seems to 
me that there is some of that famous sweet reasonable- 
ness” in histheory. At least it cannot be disputed that any 
considerable coinage of depreciated silver dollars, even the 
present rate of coinage, isa dangerous experiment. Making 
a silver dollar to contain a dollar's worth of bullion silver 
would most likely cause it to be exported to even gold 
standard countries, and render our gold circulation more 
independent of foreign control. A. H. Darrow. 


Ironclad Reasoning. 


. INDIAN Grove, Mo., Nov. 12, 1891. 

Mr. Epirror: Having been an aggressiv Agnostic for 
about Awelv years, and having been many times engaged 
discussing the numerous points at issue between myself and 
the advocates and defenders of the Christian religion, I hav 
arrived at the conciusion, relativly speaking, that the 
difference between us is not so great as might at first sight 
appear to the superficial observer. Now let us see. 

All must admit that there area multitude of religions extant 
in the world. The Christian religion rejects them all but 
the religion of Christ. We are both of the same opinion 
with regard to the religion of Mohammed. We agree that 
the Prophet was an impostor, and that the entire system is 
of human origin, and that the Koran is not a divinely 
inspired book. And yet, though the religion of the Prophet 
sprang up eight hundred years after Christ, it rules 
supremely over the hearts and consciences of two hundred 
million souls. All the arguments advanced in support of 
Christianity may with equal potency and effect be offered 
by the followers of Islam in support of the religion of 
Mohammed. The Koran to them is the only book that 
offers a solution to the grave and complex problem of 
human destiny. Annihilate that book and you blot out the 
only star of hope that ever cast its beacon-light across the 
turbid waters of the dark river. Destroy that book and 
the last vestige of buoyant hope dies out in the heaving 
breast of the grief-stricken survivor and friend, and is 
buried forever with the lonely occupant of the silent tomb! 

Buddha lived and taught his disciples on the historic 
banks of the Ganges six hundred years before Christ, and to- 
day his followers number four hundred millions and 
upward — near one-third of the entire population of the 
whole world. They hav their sacred writings that profess 
to make known the final destiny of man. They, like the 
Mohammedans, can submit as good reasons why I should 
become & Buddhist as can be offered in support of the 
claims of Christianity. In fact, about the same can be said 
of all other known systems of mythology. But I do not 
believe in the religion óf Buddha. Neither does my Christian 
friend. He rejects all known theories and systems of 
religion except one. I just take one advanced step and 
reject them all. I reject them all on exactly the same 
principles that my Christian friend rejects all but Christ. 
Some religions, though, a8 systems of ethics, are superior 
to others. A great many Infidels, Atheists, and Agnostics 
acknowledge Christianity to be a superior religion, though 
of purely human origin. But we must not forget that the 
Caucasian race is a superior race. Their arts and inventions 
are superior. Their social, educational, and political insti- 
tutions are superior. And their system of ethics is superior 
to that of all others. Is it strange, therefore, that they 
should develop a superior system of religion? Intelligent 
persons, if inclined to be religious, generally embrace 
Christianity. If superiority is an evidence of inspiration, are 
not the thoroughbred shorthorn or the famous Hereford 
breeds of cattle, that are so much superior to the old grades 
of scrub stock, divinely inspired? If not, why not? 

Christians undertake to picture the consequences that 
would ensue should it be discovered and become generally 
known that Christianity is not true; and they spread on the 
canvas of man's elastic imagination a scene of anarchy and 
chaotic confusion of moral principles, and consequent 
degradation and social depravity, such as never before 
existed on earth, and then: boldly affirm that Infidels to the 
Christian religion hav brought about the result ; ignoring 
the fact that the perpetrators and abettors of this infamous 
humbug, Christianity, by their unscrupulous mendacity hav 
contributed largely to the cause of this unfortunate state of 
affairs. The true source, however, of all this contemplated 
disaster and woe may be found not in the fact that men 
hav been infidel to the Christian religion. No, a thousand 
times no! 

But it is to be found in the more significant fact that man 
in his fidelity to the Christian religion has been unfaithful 
to the duties and obligations of an honest, upright life. It 
is remarkable that Christians can rely with such confidence 
on the opinions of such men as Webster, Jackson, Adams, 
Carlyle, and others expressed in attestation of their belief 
inthe divine inspiration of the Holy Queer. Not one of 
these men ever claimed to know anything at all about the 
alleged inspiration of the Bible. With them, as with all others, 
it was purely a matter of faith predicated on hearsay evi. 
dence. They did not know, but simply gave their opinion. 
But men differ largely in opinion with regard to things that 
come under their immediate observation. Looking at 
thifigs from different standpoints they arrive at different 
conclusions. In fact, it is the most difficult thing on earth 
to settle anything definitly before the bar of publié opinion. 
No, sir, your witnesses cannot be depended upon. They 
know nothing about the case in hand. Were they present 
to-day they could not for the life of their souls settle the 
question. Christ may hav had an actual existence, but they 
know not whether he was human or divine. They know not 
whether he was slain on Calvary, or killed at the battle of 
Bull Run. Men's opinions cannot be accepted as evidence 
In the case. Regpectfully, W. E. WALTON. 

P.8.—On last Sunday the skeptic Hume was quoted from 
the pulpit as saying, That Socrates died like a philosopher, 
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Children x Gorner. 


Häid by Musa Busan H. Wixom, Fail 
Hiver, Mass., to whom ali Communtoations for 
tidia Oorner should be sont. 


Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Oomes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Bessie’s Prayer. 


I know a little girl some five years old or less, 
Bright, careless, and happy, good, bad and beet; 
Curly hair and brightest eyes has little Beas, 
Mischievous and naughty, but a sweeter child 
, Was ne'er caressed, 


Good to Rover—“ Here, doggie! some butter to 
make you fat !” 

—Bad to me—she hag puss and six kittens in my 
best hat. ; 

Best to her mamma, for the philosophical elf 

Has fully impreszed her with forgivness itself. 


Once when Bes olimbed to the tempting, but for- 
bidden shelf, 

Just to look at the fruit cake by herself, 

And at the very edge a juicy plum 

Was soon displaced by Bessie's finger and thumb. 


Bess had eaten the plum and just climbed down, 
When mamma came and with a frown, 

For she the broken cake did discern. 

And to the culprit spoke with deep concern, 


“Tt strange,” said mamma, that in this house 
I can’t keep a cake—for that troublesome mouse 
Gets the first mouthfu! and the big plum— 
Bessie, what is on your first finger and thumb?” 


„Od my finner an’ tum, mamma; which one?" 

„Jour right one, Bess.” **Disone?" “Yeg!” 

“ Oh, dat is des from my chewing gum. 

Hamma, de mousey eat de cake; I seed him 
run I" 


* Begg, you are altogether too sly— 

Row dare you stand and face me with a lie? 

And still you stick to it—oan’t you tell the 
truth ? 

You are & poor pattern for a Bible Ruth." 


„Well, mamma, oo is bigger, so was Ruth, 
An if I tole all ye trufe, 

Oo would be mad as mad tould be, 

And I des lies 80 00 wouldn't punis me.” 


* You naughty girl, to your ologet and prepare, 
And to Jesus offer a penitent prayer ; 

Ask his forgivness for stealing this cake, 

Aud olose the petition with amen for his sake.” 


To the closet went Bessie not wholly impressed 
With discretion, or valor, or the way to get regt ; 
Thus her petition of reasou poured forth, 

And to the reader unvails its value and worth. 


She closed up the door, which made it all dark, 
But kept her eyes open his presence to mark ; 
„Degus, is 00 weally here? Where is oo Desus? 
Des take me on oo lap, dat is forgivness; 


“ Den I tan put my arms around your neck 

An’ hug an’ tiss 00, jess go jolly, 

Like I do papa, an’ 00 duat love me a whole peck, 

And tell me you 'ittle angels aud 'ittle dolly. 

O shaw! dare is nobody here, not a mousey ; 

What he stay here for? Ihe dark makes me 
sleepy, 

And I'll tell mamma dis de place to put de cake, 

For if it is in de dark I tan't see it; Desus sake— 
Amen.” . 

The mother, who, olose to the door, still brooding 
the sin, 

With ideas of atonement and hard disciplin, 

Was moved with compassion from her fiercer 
despair, 

While in thoughtful conviction she sank down in 
a chair. 


Bess, ag directed, had closed her petition, 
Then from the closet emerged, but not satisfied, 
And with new dispensation and ready conviction, 
She climbed into her mother’s lap to decide. 


* Mamuwa, dare is no one in dare, did oo fink de 
was? 
But dare ain't! Tans I talked and felt all, 
And dare is no Desus, nor nuffin else; taus 
I felt all ye room, on de floor an’ de wall; 


* And mamma, you dess you put cake in de dark 
closet, 
If I don’t see it I won't touch it at all; 
But dess div me a 'itt'e piece fore oo put it away, 
Aud send me to papa when you want me to pray.” 
UNCLE Jack. 


— . — A－4jüömö 


A Chapter from Life.—(Coneluded). 


On a third occasion this lady noticed that 
the fowls, all of a sudden, stood still, 
turning an eye upward, and gazing intently 
on something, and she asked the meaning of 
it. She was told there was a hawk sailing 
among the clouds, and that the cock, having 
seen it first, sounded the note of alarm to his 
numerous family. The lady stepped out from 
under the shade of the tree where she was 
standing, and when it was pointed out, saw 
the hawk, apparently no bigger than a speck. 
In a moment a piercing scream was heard 
among the hens, and down came the vora- 
cious hawk, picked up a little chicken, and 
away he went. Then the lady could not be 
made to believe that the hawk, being so high 
up in the air, could possibly see so small an 


| object on the earth as a little chicken. But 


one of our country lassies explained the fact 
to the interesting ignoramus by saying to her 


that the eye of the whole hawk family of 
birds was both a telescope and & microscope 
—a telescope half a mile up in the sky, and 
able to change it into a microscope by the 
time he descended upon his victim. The lady 
was & very pious Presbyterian, and thought 
it strange thst & benevolent God would ar- 
range things so that hawks should prey upon 
helpless little chickens, and form their talons 
and beaks expressly for the purpose of catch- 
ing and tearing them to pieces as food. But 
our country girl reminded her that either 
God was not benevolent, or that he had no 
power in the case, for that in the air, upon 
the earth, and in the ‘sea, the stronger ani- 
mais all lived by devouring the weaker. 


This lady was a Philadelphian, and before 


her month’s visit was ended she found that 
farmers liv in a great big world of plants and 
animals, the study of which is a school of 
delight to all those who are endowed with 
inquiring minds and like that field of re- 
search. With a good library in the house. 
and countless object-lessons outside, minds 
that are alert are never subject to lonesome- 
ness. Even in winter, when the plant world 
has undressed and gone to sleep, we can 
study the habits of the horses and colts, the 
cows, calves, and sheep, who receive their 
daily food at our hands. 
back to this pure pleasure is, that when the 
butcher, or the horse.dealer, comes along 
these personal friendships hav to be broken. 
up; for man is a carnivorous as well as gram- 
nivorous animal. 


The only draw- 


There are two things which all boys and 


girls ought to do as soon as they cut their 
eye-teeth. First, to settle upon a plan of life 
whereby they will be able to earn an inde- 
pendent living. A cold hell may be as un- 
comfortable as a hot one, and those persons 
are bound to experience it who allow their 
youth and middle age to pass away without 
laying up their surplus evenings so that when 
old age comes with its infirmities, and they 
are no longer able to work, they can hav 
around them the substantial comforts of life 
in their own houses, and owe no man any- 
thing inthe shape of money. To execute this 
determination should be the ambition of 
every young man and woman. 


Then, secondly, all young people should 


store their minds with knowledge as food for 
future thought and their memories with 
stores of beautiful poetry, so that, when they 
are driven in from the activ world without 
doors to their firesides within, they can en- 
joy these treasures of delight and not suffer 
the hell of ennui. All pleasures not enjoyed 
in moderation hav a residuum of pain. But 
the conscious possession of knowledge for 
reflection, and a storehouse of poetry in 
the memory to draw upon at will, is the only 
unalloyed happiness we hav in this world. 
A certain old man of my acquaintance, who 
has been a hard-working mechanic all his 
life, knows by heart most of the dramatic 
writings ascribed to Mr. William Shakspere, 
and fully appreciates them for their profound 
wisdom, as well as their unequaled beauties. 
A friend visiting him after he had been laid 
off by old age, found him living in his own 
house, from which no sheriff could oust him, 
reciting to himself and commenting on the 
text of Julius Cæsar,” a production which 
has done more to giv the English people all 
their high character for courage, for the 
sentiment of honor, and all the rest of the 
natural virtues, than all the sermons that 
ever were or ever will be preached. 


He had, 
during his youth, laid up the stores of intel- 


lectual wealth in the book of his memory, 


which no thief could steal from him, and 
was now checking them out as he needed 
them. He cashed hisownchecks. He was one 
of the happiest and most independent men 
alive. Had he been blind as a bat, or deaf 
as a post, it was no matter, so far as his re- 
sources of happiness were concerned. What 
a contrast between this case and that of 
thousands of other old men who sit with 
their toes in the ashes of their hearthstones, 
whose memories are empty, and whose minds 
are as incapable of thought as so many 
mules’. Boys and girls! do your duty while 
you are young, and lay up the treasures of 
knowledge for old age. A. A. B. 
— — —AUAͥPömõʒu aiŘħĖŐ—ĖÁ 
Early Use of Soap. 


More than two thousand years ago the 
Gauls were combining the ashes of the beech- 
tree with goat’s fat and making soap. When 
Marius Claudius Marcellus was hastening 
southward over the Flaminian way, laden 


with spoils wrested from the hands of Virid- 
omar, the Gallic king lying dead by the banks 
of the Po, his followers were bringing with 
them a knowledge of the method of making 
soap. The awful rain of burning ashes which 
fell upon Pompeii in 79 buried (with palaces 
and statues) the humble shop of a soapmaker, 
and in several other cities of Italy the busi- 
ness had even then a footing. In the eighth 
century there were mary soap manufactories 
in Italy and Spain, and fifty years later the 
Phoenicians carried the business into France, 
and established the first factories in Mar- 
silles. Prior to the invention of soap, fullers’ 
earth was largely used for cleansing purposes, 
and the juice of certain plants served a sim- 
ilar purpose. 
cloth, stamped in with the feet, and subse- 
quently removed by scouring. It was also 
used in baths, and as late even as the eigh- 
teenth century was employed by the Romans 
in that way. 
— 9 .———————- 
Biographieal Sketehes. 


YII.—8HELLEY. 


Percy Bysshe Shelley was born at Field 
Place on August 4,1792. His earliest edu- 
cation was received at home with his sisters. 
Atthe age of ten he was sent toa school 
near Brentford, and three years afterward 
transferred to Eton. He was a shy and sen- 
sitiv child, though  self-willed and deter- 
mined. He suffered much from the rough 
treatment of his schoolmates and the de- 
grading experience with the teachers. The 
first demonstration of Shelley’s hatred and 
aversion to all authority was his refusal 
while at Eton to fag.“ This fagging con- 
sists chiefly of the undergraduates doing the 
duty of a servant, or servants, for that mat- 
ter, for their tutor. Sometimes the ''fag- 
gers” had to smuggle gin and other things 
for their tutor, which was prohibited inthe 
schoo]. And if they were unlucky enough to 
get caught they must bear the punishment 
which rightly belonged to the master. 

Shelley flatly refused to do such work at 
all, and left the school in 1808, and went 
thence to Oxford. He did not stay there 
long, however, as he then published a little 
pamphlet, entitled ** A Defense of Atheism,” 
for which he was expelled from college. 
This so angered his father that he declared 
that he would hav nothing farther to do with 
his welfare at all. He was, however, more 
angered about his son’s marriage with an 
innkeeper’s daughter, which took place 
shostly afterward, than his college scrape. 
All communication was shut off entirely 
from the poet and his father now, save a 
small yearly allowance, which was the poet’s 
right. Shelley’s marriage was, however, 
both infelicitous and tragical. Bhelley soon 
tired of his wife, whose only gift was her 
beauty. Perhaps they would hav been happy 
at the end of the chapter had Shelley never 
met Mary Wolstonecraft Godwin, a distin- 
guished authoress. A separation soon took 
place between Shelley and his wife, and the 
latter, taking her children with her, went to 
her father’s house. About three years after- 
ward she drowned herself. Shelley tried to 
obtain possession of the children, but he was 
lawfully thwarted by his father-in-law, who 
claimed that Shelley was unfit for the chil- 
dren because he was an Infidel. But even 
the sternest moralist could not blame 
Shelley when they knew how happy Shelley 
lived with his second wife. There was such 
intellectual sympathy between the two, and 
they were reported as having spent as many 
happy years together as would be only nat- 
ural. ` 

During the month of March, 1818, Shelley 
left England—forever, as it proved—for 
Italy. During the voyage he wrote his 
famous play of The Cenci.” During a tour 
through Switzerland he made the acquaint- 
ance of Lord Byron. And the two poets, 
whose taste agreed in so many ways, soon 
became fast friends, although it was destined 
not to last long. The winter of 1822 Shel- 
ley spent at Pisa, and in the following spring 
he went farther to Lucci, near the gulf of 
Spezzia. Like Byron, Rhelley was intensely 
fond of the water, and his fondness for boat. 
ing amounted almost to a passion, which, 
however, led to his death. In July 8, 1823, 
he sailed with his ex-naval friend, Mr. 
Williams, to welcome his friend Mr. Leigh 
Hunt to Italy. On the return homeward, 
during a sudden storm, Shelley was drowned. 
Some time afterward his body was washed 
ashore and burned, as the quarantine law 


demanded, in the presence of Lord Byroni 


ahd other intimate friends. The ashes were 
carefully preserved and buried at Rome. 
Buffalo, N. Y. Ina A. BALLOU. 
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$5,000 REWARD. 


ISRAEL W. GROH, Author of "Is the God 
br Lt Israel the True God?" 2 
Paper, 10 cents. 


The Cand From Under the Bushel 


(Mark iv, 21); or, 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy: 
And for the Consideration of Others. 
Instructive, Interesting, and Laughable. 


By WILLIAM HART. 
Price, - = c p) cents. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS. 


OF 
THE BIBLE. 
1 4 4 PROPOSITIONS, Theological, Moral, Hig- 
torical, and Speculative, each proved af- 
firmatively and negatively by qnotations from 
scripture, without comment; embodying the most 
palpable and striking. self-contradictions of the 
so-called inspired word of 
By W. H. Buzz. 72 pages. 


"Price, 15 ocenta, — cents. 


DANIEL THE DREAMER. 


By A. HOLYOAKE. 
10 cents. 


Speeimen of The Bible. 
: By A. HOLYOAKE. 
zs Price, 3 10 cents. 


Acts of The Apostles. A Farce. 


By A. HoLTOAKE. 
10 cents. 


Price, 


Price, 


Ludicrous Aspects of Christianity. 
By A. HoLTOAREE. 
Price, 5 9 10 cents. 


Bv M. D. Conway. 
Price, - >» - Scents. | 


EVOLUTION OF ISRAEL'S GoD. 
By A; L. Rawson. 
Price, - 10 cents. 


THE NEW AGE. 
By W. S. BELL. 
Price, - -e 10 cents. 


If You Take Away My Religion 
What Will You Give Me Instead? 


By MARTIN. 
Price,- - - 16 cents. 


à PLEA FOR ATHEISM 


` By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 
Price. 10 cents. 


sionary and a Chinese Mandarin. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bishops 
by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Men, Women,and Gods, 


And Other Leetures, 
By HIN H. GARDENER ` 
With an Introduction by R. G. Ingersoll. 
Paper, 50 cents; eloth, $1. 


WOMAN: 
Her Past and Presents Her Rights and 
Wrongs: 
By B. F. UnpERWOOD. 
Price, 10 cents. 


MATERIALISM: 


Irs History AND Irs INFLUENOR UPON 
Soolety. 


By DR. Lovis BUCHNER, Author of Force and 
Matter,” e 


Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 15 cents. 


Christian Absurdities, 


BY JOHN PECK. 
Price 20 cents; six copies for $1. 


Confessional: Romish and Anglican. 
An Exposé. > 
Price, 30 cents. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise From the 
Dead ? 
^ By BALADIN. 
Price, - - - 2 Oents. 


WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP GOD} 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
ices è - >» 10cents. 


For all of the above beoks address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
38 Lafayette Fl., Now York. 


à 


By SALADIN. 


Esther. 


‘SISTER LUOY 
HER AWFUL. “DISCLOSURES. 


As To New HALL Oonvenr. 
And a Few Words on Auricular Confession. ` 
Price, 10 cents. 


POSITIVIST CALENDAR. 
Each day and month of the year being named 
after the great benefactors of the . 
whose. rtraits are given: In. 

stituted by Aug. Comte. 
Oards, 11x14; printed on both sides, 35 conta; on 
_ two cards, 85 cents. 


FALSE CLAIMS) 


"OF THE CHURCH. 


i J. E. REMSBURG. 
Price, 10 cents; per dozen, 75 cents. 


BIBLE TEMPERANCE, 


Liquor-Drinking Commended, De- 


.. fended, and Enjoined by 
the Bible. 
By E. C. Waker. 
10 cents. 


EGONOMIC EQUITIES. 


| A Comprnp or tHe Narusan Laws oF 


INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
EzxonanNae. . 


By J. K. INGAIIS. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Science and Theology. 
-ANOIENT AND MODERN. 
By J. A, FROUDE. 
Prices, . . . $5 sents. ——— 


Ingersoll on McGlynn. 


90., 800. per dozen, $3 per 100. 


ILAY SERMON. 


- On the Labor Question. : 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, d cents; 50 cents per doz.; $1 for 25. 


ROBT. G. INGERSOLL’S 
OPENING SPEREOH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 
Bankers? and Merchants’? Tele- 
graph Company 
against the 


Western Union Telegraph Company 
Price, 10 cents. 


THE STAGE AND THE PULPIT, 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 3 cents; 80 cents per dozen ; $3 per 100. 


THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, 3 cents; 80 cents per dozen; $2 per 100. 


[s the God of Israel the True God? 


Narrative of the Five Books of Moses, Joshua, 
Judges, and the New Testamen 
Price, 28 cents. 


Masonic Vindication of ight 


Protest AGAINST PERsEOUTION. 
By O. B. WRHTrTORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


MIRACLES 


MIRACLE-WORKERS. 
By JOHN PECK. 
Price, P ° 10 cents. 


— 


THE 
ORDER OF CREATION. 


A DISCUSSION BETWEEN 
GLADSTONE, HUXLEY, MULLER, 
. LIN TON, RE VILLE. 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
12mo, 178 pages, paper, 80 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


“Our Father in Heaven.” 


By Onas. STEPHENSON. 
1 cent; 50 cents per hundred; $8 per thousand. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE 
AFTER DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 

10 cents. 

WHAT LIBERALISM OFFERS IY 
PLACE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By B. F. UxDpERwOOn. 

Price, 10 cents, 

For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
39 Lafayette Pl., Now York. 


Brain and the Bible. 


Conflict Between Mental Science and Theology. 
By EDdAR ©. BEALL. — 
Preface by R. G, INGERSOLL. 
. Unanswerable. Price, $1. 


Creed of Christendom. | 


Its Foundation Contrasted with ita Superstructure. 
By W. R. GREG. 
Complete in 1 vol., 12mo, 399pp., $1.50. 


WHICH : 
SPIRITUALISM OR CHRISTIANITY ? 


By Moszs HULL (Spir.) and 
Rev. W. F. PARKER (Chris.). 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 15 cents. 


HEBREW ee 


The Rationale "of the Bible. 


Holy Scriptures Treat of Natural Phenomena Only. 
By MILTON WOOLEY, M.D. 
8vo, 613pp., — >» - - 


Faith and Reason. 


ACCOUNT OF THE 


Christian and All Prominent Religions Before 
and Since Christ, Extract from Sacred 
Books of the East. 


By H. R. Stevens. 


$2.50. 


Price, $1.50. 


Nature's Revelations of Character. 
Physiognomy Illustrated. 


By Josera Simms, M.D. 


Individual traits indicated by the temperaments 
and features. 


260 woodcuts.  8vo, 650pp., cloth, $3; leather, 
$4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


AMBERLEY’S LIFE OF JESUS. 


His Character and Doctrines, 
From the “ Analysis of Religious Belief.” 
By VISCOUNT AMBERLEY. 
Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


REVELATIONS OF ANTICHRIST. 


PROVING 


Jesus Christ Did Not Exist in the Reign o 
Tiberius, but a Jesus was Hanged a Cent- 
ury before, and Peter and Paul died 
before the Christian Era. 


Fullindex,446pp, | -  -  - $1.50. 
THEOLOGY AND MYTHOLOGY. 


Inquiry into the Claims of Biblical Inspiration 
and the Supernatural Element in Religion. 


By A. H. O'DONOGHUE. 
Price, s. 2s n 


$1. 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN. 
A Radical Novel of Marked Ability. 
BY FREDERIKA MACDONALD. 

: 404 pages. . Price reduced to $1. 


AFEW WORDS ABOUT the DEVIL. 
AND 


OTHER BriodnAPHIOAL SKETOHES AND ESSATS. 


By CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 
With Portrait and Autobiography. 
Extra cloth, gold back end side stamp. 12mo, 


260 pp., $1.25. 
MONKS, POPES, AND THEIR 
POLITICAL INTRIGUES. 
By J. ALBERGER. 


Soiled copies, 50 cts. and 75 cts. 


376pp., $1. 
POPES AND THEIR DOIN 68. 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


CASE AGAINST THE CHURCH. 
A Summary of the Arguments against 
Christianity. 

Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


NEW DISPENSATION. 
Pr W. Huw (Spir.). 
Price, . - -= 


ECONOMIC : EQUITIES: 
A Compend of the Natural Laws of Indus- 
trial Production and Exchange. 

By J. K. INGALLS. 

Price, 25 cents. 


THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 


“The Jews and their God stood on the lowest 
plane.” 


15 cents. 


Prioe, 10 cents. 


LITERATURE OF THE INSANE 
By F. R. Marva. 
Erice, . « . Goente. 


Ti we above books addre 
For all o! we Above 


is Laterne 


co. 
Work. 


MYTHS AND MYTH-MAKERS, 
Old Tales and Superstitions Interpreted by 
Comparative Mythology. f 
By Joux FISKE, M.A., LL.B., of Harvard College. 
Price, $2. 


BEYOND THE VEIL. 


Claimed to be Dictated by the Spirit of P. B. 
Randolph, aided by Swedenborg, through 
Mrs. F. H. McDougall and Mrs. 

Luna Hutchinson. [Spir.] 


Steel Engraving of Randolph. Price, $1.50, 


THE KORAN. 


A New English Edition of the Koran of Moham. 
med, to which is added the Life of Moham- 
med, or the History of that Doctrine 
which was begun and carried 
‘on. by him in Arabia. 

Saz’s edition. Price, $1.50. 


HUMES ESSAYS. 


ve and Treatises. Autobiography and Dia. 
logues on Natural Religion. 


By Davo HUME. Price, $1.50. 


SUPERSTITION IN ALL AGES. 
. By JEAN MESLIER (born 1678), 
A Catholic Priest who Renounced Christianity. 
Portrait. 
Price, pap., 50 cts; clo., $1. 


Man’s Nature and Development. 


By Henry G. ATKINSON, F. G. S., and HARRIET 
MARTINEAU. 


Price - - - - $1.50. 


Infidel’s or Bünder Text-Book. 
Thirteen Lectures on the Bible. 
By ROH COOPER. Price, $1. 


Origin and Development of Relig- 
fous Ideas and Beliefs. 
By Morris EINSTEIN. Price, $1. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 
With Explanatory Observations on his Writings. 
By GILBERT VALE. Price, $1. 


— 


A BUSINESS MAN’S SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS, 
From a Poor Man's Standpoint. Price, $1. 


KNEELAND'S NATIONAL HYMNS 
Price, cloth, 35 cents. 


LETTERS TO EUGENIA. 


A Preservative Against Religious Prejudices. 


By BARON D'HOLBACB. 
Price. p51. 


CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 
Ultimating in the Religion of Science, 
By Hupson TurrLE. [Spir.) 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 15 cents. 


LIFE OF PAINE. 
By J. E. RENSBURG. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 eents. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Im: 
mortality of Iis Elements, 
By A. S. DB PELLEGRINI. 
Price, - - 135 cents. 


JEHOVAH UNVEILED. 
Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated. 
Price, 35 cents. 


MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. 


A Treatise on the Population Question. 
By R. D. Owen. 
Price. 


AN HOUR WITH THE DEVIL. 
By D. M. Benmerr. 
Price, - - - 10 cents. 


IF, THEN, AND WHEN. 
Church Doctrines. 
By W. 8. Bartow. [Spir] Price, 10 cents. 


The Liberty of Printing, and Reply. 


By HURLBUT and WAKEMAN. 
Price. 10 cents. 


iCHABOD CRANE PAPERS. 


Daringly witty and inexpressibly laughable 
onslaughts on Christianity. 


Price, 10 cents. 


BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE. 
By C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Price, 5 cents: 


35 cents. 


For all of the Above bo TN T aS 
18 Lafayette Pl., Rework, 
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. Agents for the Trath Seeker. 


Star News Depot, à, 008 ad ave: » Birmingham 
OALIVORNIA. 

J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 

Ball & McCarter, 7 W. First st., Los Angeles. 

Edwards & McKnight, 12 W. ist st., Los 


Angeles. 
Freethought Publishing C?., 888 Howard st., 
San Francisco. 
Max News Stand, ist & Main sts., Los Angeles. 
J. C. Scott, 22 Third st., San Francisco, Cal. 


FORCE AND MATTER: MATERIALISM AND CRIME, 


Principles of Po Natural Order 
of the Universe, With a Sys- 
tem of Morality Based 
Ther eon. 

By PROTRSSOR LUDWIG BUOHNER, M. D. 

Co TEN TS: 


Force and Matt ři , i 
Estate of B. C. Blake, 503 Kearny st., San Immortality Of Matter, Nature Weisel. 
Francisco. [cisco. | Immortahty of Foros, Man, 
Richardson Bros., 213 Grant ave., San Fran. | Vaide ef of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
01 SADA; Value of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Consciousness, 
T.C.Allen&Co.,124 Granville st., Halifax, N. S. Form. Seat of the Soul, 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. immutability of Natural 1a 13 a Idean i 
Thos. Moffatt, Orillia, Ont. U ality of dea of God, 
R. W. Wheeler & Co., Hamilton, Ont. I Tor Nakural 85 arcs e 


COLORADO. 
J. C. Richey, 207 Buen ave., Leadville. 


Jas. Douglas, 46 E. "Bay : 25 Jacksonville. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
Mrs. S. E. Ames, 169 Washington st., Chicago. 
Post-office News Co., 108 Adams st., Chicago 
G. E. Wilson, 417 Btate st., and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
J. W. Howe, 48 8. E Halstead st., Chicago. 
INDIANA. . 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
Wm. E. Fa r, South Bend 
_ LOUISIANA. 
Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., New Orleans 
MAINE 
N. G. Fessenden 434 Congress st., Portland, 
MASBAORUSETTS. 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
Johnson Bro's 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 
A. M. Driscoll, 784 Front st., Worcester. 
MICHIGAN. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, Woodbine Cottage, Coit ave., 
Grand Rapids. 
O. Holton & Co., 87 Woodward sve., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
i MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEW JERSEY. 
John Hossack, Danforth and. Ocean ave., 
Jersey City. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Burnton & Co., 92 Fourth ave., New York. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand gta. , New York. 
Mr. Kelly, 1243 Third ave., New York. 
R. W. Tumer, 349 4th ave., New York. 
E. Friedman, 72 Canal st., New York. 
H. Cohn, 320 West st., New York. 
Morris Ash, 130 Broadway, New York. 
George Gross, 1693 Broadway, New York. 
L. Jonas, Astor House, New York. 
J. H. Russell, Fulton & Nassau sts, 
J. Vanden Broeck, 397 Bleecker st., New York. 
New York News Co., 20 Beekman st., 
B. J. King. 179 So. Pearl st., Albany. 
E. O. Weidman, 126 State gt., Rochester 
OHIO. 
John J acques, Akron. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
J. R. Hawley, 164 Vine st., Cincinnati. 
Benj. Woods, 319 Chillicothe street, Ports- 
mouth. (Cleveland. 
Larwood, Bartlett & Day, 259 Superior st., 
ORHGON. 
B. F.H land, Corvallis. 
W. We eken, Portland, Ore. 
Handley & Kelly, 150 lat st , Portland. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 22 Richmond st., Phila. 
J. A. Kirk. Du Bois. 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
Roman Staley, cor. Wood and 4th ave. 5 
Pittsburgh. ' 
RHODE ISLAND. 
Carr, 947 H gh st., Providence. 
. J. Reilly, 13 High st., Providence. 
TRNNBSSEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 


H. 
J. H 


E. A. Andrea, 916 Main st., Dallas. 
E. L. Merrill, 624 Elm st., East Waco. ` 
UTAH. 
Joan A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 
WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Stine Bros., Walla Walla. 
C. B. Reynolds, pos Box 5 Freemont. 


GLAND. 

Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet st., 

London. 

C. Stocker, 29 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Chas. H. Bamford, 190 Little Collins st., East 
Melbourne, Victoria. 

W. Willis, 715 Haymarket, Sydney, N. S. W. 

NEW ZEALAND. 
A. D. Willis, Wanganui. 


Treated free. 
Positively CURED 
: with Vegetable 
A Remedies, Have 
cured many thou- 


sand cases pro- 


nounced hopeless, From first dose symptoms ; rapidly disappear, 
to. inten days at least two-thirds of all symptoms are removed. 


K of testimonials of miraculous cures sent E 


: BOOK 
by mali 
TEN DAYS > TREATMENT FUR FURNISHED FREE yman 


The Heavens, e Soul of Brutes. 
Periods of the Oreation Free Will, 

of the Earth, Morality. 
Original Generation, Conc in ding Observa- 
Secular Generation, tions 


Price $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


IS THIS YOUR SOB, MY LORD? 


A NEW NOVEL, 
By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


“ The shame itself doth call for instant 
remedy.” 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Cleth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. , 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


LIFE OF 
Joshua Davidson: 


MODERN IMITATION OF CHRIST, 
As to his Life on Earth and his Communism, 
BY MRS. E. LYNN LINTON, 


Author of “A Protest and a Plea,” in Order of 
Oreation. 


Cloth, 18mo, 279 pp., - 75 Cents 


SS This book was suppressed by the first Amer- 
isan publisher. gs 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Ohristian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. “ 
of a minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 
Take or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
&ke a crusade of one against the Colorado 


beetle!” Price, 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents, 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


LIFE AND CAREER 


Charles Bradlaugh 


George Jacob Holyoake. 


Every Freethinker wants this Life of the Great 
English Secularist, by the Father of f the Gron 


Price, 15 cents. Ten copies, $1. 
Address this Office. 


Evolution Series. 


—0— 
Lectures and Discussions before The Brooklyn 
Ethical Association on Evolution 
in Science and Art. 


No, 1.—Alfred Russell Wallac: 
Oops. Fh. P.; .; with ort e, by Edward D. 
0. 2.—Ernst Haeckel, by Thaddeus B. Wake 
man; With portrait. . 


Price, 10 Cents each. 
For sale at The Truth Seeker Office. 


Miss Wixon’s Works. 


Allina Lifetime, A Liberal Romance, 
12mo, 300pp., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories 
or Boys and Girls. 12mo, 388pp., $1.25, 


Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, 
tion, for Children and Mouth on On Free 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Book ever issued, 
$6 full-page e and = Smaller; large 
ned paper 
frated Overs; 4to, Wepp. T [sn rri nw; ug- 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


By B. F. UNDERWOOD. 
Price, 5 cents. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 
French Revolution 


ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS. 
By W. 8. BELL. — 
Paper, 12m0, 85 cents. 


MORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


IMMORTALITY OF ITS ELEMENTS. 


By A. 8. de Pellegrini. 
Paper, - - 15 cents, 


PHILOSOPHY of SPIRITUALISM 


AND TREATMENT OF MEDIOMANIA. 
: By F. R. Marvin; M.D. 
Cloth, . 50 cents. 


POCKET THEOLOGY. 
By VOLTAIRE. - 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theolog- 
ical terms. 
Price, 35 cents. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY FXPOSED, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
15 cents. 


PRO AND CON OF 
Supernatural Religion. 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, Miraculous 
Religion ? 


By E. E. Gump. 
Paper, 20 cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


PYRAMID OF GIZEH. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Narra- - 


jvein Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren DRRSLOW, LL.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


QUESTION SETTLED. 
BIBLICAL snd MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


By Moses Horx. 
Price, 60 cents. 


Rational Communism, 


Tue PRESENT AND FUTURE REPUBLIO OF 
NORTH AMEBRIOA. 


Advocates associate life and employment as a pre- 


vontive of vice, crime, poverty, eto. 
By A CAPITALIST., 
Paper, 498pp., 50 ots.; olo., $1. 


Relation of Witchcraft. to Religion. 
By A. C. LYALL. - 
Price, 10 cents. 


Fruits of Philosophy. 


POPULATION QUESTION. 


By Dr. Knowlton. Edited by Charles Bradlaugb 
and Annie Besant. 


25 cents. 


TRUTH. A Poem. By E.N. Kings 


ley. 10 cents. 


FOYERTY: Its Cause and Cure. 


How the Poor May Attain Comfort and Independ 
ence. 


A By M. G. H. 
Price, . . 10 cents. 


Religion of Inhumanity. 


With a oi at the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FREDERIC HARRISON. 
Price, 15 cents. 


RELIGION: 
The Gibraltar of the World, as Now Oonstituted. 
. By George T. Bondies. 
With 
Exceptions to the Characier of 
Christ as a Gentieman, 
By W. T. Purviance. 
23 cents. 


— ct. OOM ee iL om 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Six Lectures. 
Decline of Faith. 
Protestant Intolerance. 
Washington an Unbeliever. 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. 
Paine and Wesley. 
Christian Sabbath. 
Each, 5 cents; bound, pap., 25 cents; per doz., 49. 


SABBATH BREAKINC. 
: By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Price, 25 cents. 


St Matthew Before the Cour! 


For THE Crime ÒF FORGERY. 
By BEOULARIBT. 


Price, 10 cents, 
SEMITIC GODS AND THE 


BIBLE. 
Including Allah, Jehovah, Sati 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, Baas, Ghost, 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
(From Vol. II. Gods and Religions.) 
833pp., Pap.» 60 c.; clo., $1. 


For all of the above books address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


Each Number Ten Cents. 


Th Modem Science Ead 


Popular Evolution Essays and Lectures, 


L HERBERT SPENCER: His life and personal 
characteristics; his Views on à education ; hia 
religious. opinions. By MR. DANIEL GREEN- 

` LEAF THOMPSON. 

2, OHARLES ROBERT DARWIN : His ancestry, 
life, and personal characteristics. By JoHN 
W. OBADWIOE. 


3. SOLAR AND. PLANETARY EVOLUTION: 
How buns and worlds come into being. D d 
the material universe ever havea beginning? 
By GAnRET P. SERVISS. 

4. EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH: The story of 
geology; How- ihe world grew. By Dx. 

LEWIS G. JANES, 

5. EVOLUTION OF VEGETAL LIFE: How does 
life begin; The problem of Epontancous 
generation. By WILLIAM Potr 

$, EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL LIFE: The evi- 
denoes from geology, geographical distribu- 
tion and comparative zoology. By ROSSITER 
RAYMOND, Ph.D. 

7. THE DESOENT OF MAN: Relation of man 
to the brute creation; his ancestral line; 
duration of human lif» on the planet, By 
E. D. Corr, Ph D 

8. EVOLUTION OF MIND: The mind and the 
nervous system; the nature of mind. By 
ROBERT G. Boorne, MD. D 

3. EVOLUTION OF Primitive mani 

E growth of the family, city, and state ; 
velopment of the domestic relations; jaar 
riage. By JAMES A. SEILTON. 

10, EVOLUTION OF THEOLOGY. Origin of re 

-  ligious beliefa; ideas of primitive man, By 
Z. SipNEY SAMPSON. 

11, EVOLUTION OF MORALS. How altruism 
grows out of egoism; the proper balance. 
By Ds. LEWIS G. JANES. 

12. PROOFS OF. EVOLUTION, a, from geology; 
b, from morphology; e, from embryology; 
d, from metamorp. osis; e, from rudimen- 
ta y Organs; f, from geo raphical distribu- 
tion; g, from discovered links; h, from arti- 
. ficial reeding; i, from reversion; k, from 
mimicry. By NELSON O. PARSHALL. 

13. EVOLUTION AS BELATED TO RELIGIOUS 

THOUGHT. By Rev. JohN W, ÜBHADWIOK. 

14. PHILOSOPHY. OF EVOLUTION. Relation 
of the doctrine to prevailing philosophical 
systems. By Stang Hoyt NIOHOLS. ` 

15. THE EFFEOTS8 OF EVOLUTION ON THE 
COMING OIVILIZATION. Plans for social 
regeneration as tested by evolution. By 
Rev. Minot J. SAVAGE., - 

16. THE SCOPRA AND. PRINOIPLES OF THE 

EVOLU ITON PHILOSOPHY. By Ds. LEWIS 


THE MORAL AND RELIGIOU ASPFOTS 
a ] Or HERBERT SPENOER'S PHILOSOPHY. 
By BXLVAN DREY. 


i8, THE RELATIVITY OF KNOWLEDGE. The 
nature of r fooling tbe doc sight, sound, 
taste, smell, feeling; t. o doctrine of the Un- 
knowable. Br ROBERT G. Eccrx8; M.D. 

19, A BTUDY OF MATTER AND MOTION. An 
excellent digest of & much vexed question, 
with quotations from many authorities. By 
Hox. A. N. ADAMS. 

20. PBIMITIVE MAN. Man a8 revealed by 
archeological studies; evidences of man’s 
antiquity; j ecological periods; pansa poar- 
ance in the 1 ocene; paleolith ic and neo. 
lithio races; the ages of bronze and iron; 
cave men and lake. dwellers; dolmen and 
mound builders: primitive implements and 
tools; proofs of man’s natural evolution. 
By Z. BIDNEY Sampson, 

21. GROWTH OF THE MARRIAGE RELATION. 
Marriage a primitive institution ; its earlier 
forms; no evidence of original promiscuity ; 
exogamy and endogamy: group marriage; 
Rage by polyandry an ‘monogamy ; mar- 

riage by capture; monogamy thé highest 
form of tho, b ear divorce amd divorce 
laws: marriage a contract; its regulation 
by the state. y O. SrANTLAN D WAKE. 

22, EVOLUTION OF THE STATE. The growth 
al political institutions; the patriarchal 
family; the tribe and clan. By Jonx A 

TAYLOR. 

28 EVOLUTION OF LAW. How law begins; 
statute law and judge-made law: the con- 
version of custome into law. By Pror. RUFUS 
SHELDON. ] 

24. EVOLUTION OF MEDICAL SOIENOE. 
Supernatural ideas of disease; fetichism in 
medicine ; the beginnings of medical science. 
By ROBEuT G. KocLES, M.D. 

25 EVOLU ION OF ARMS AND ARMOR. The 
necessity for arms and armor under the 
struggle for existence. By JokR C. Kim 
BALL. 

28 EVO UTION OF THE MEOHANIO ARTS. 
4 evelopment of the human hand; the earli- 
est ure of implements and tools, "By JAMES 

p A. BKILTON. 

27. EYOLU TION OF THE WAGES SYSTEM, 

he definition of wages; economic charac- 
mation of the wages system; wages the 
outgrowth of slavery; origin and develop. 
ment of the wages system. By Pror. GEO. 
GUNTON, 

31 | EDUCATION AS. A FAOTOB IN OIVILI- 
ZATION. The beginnings of education; 
carly methods in Egypt, Persia, Obina, 
Greece, and Rome; early Christian ideas of 
education; Oatholio and Protestant views; 
the commo B school system. By Mi88 Cano. 
LINZ B. LR Row. 

29. EVOLUTION AND BOCIAL REFORM. I. 
The Theoog cai Method. By Rav. JoHN 
OHADWIOK. 

3 EVOLUTION AND 8OOIAL REFORM. II. 
The Socialistio Method By WILLIAM POTTS. » 

81. EVOLUTION AND SOCIAL REFORM. III. 
The Anarchistic Metnod. By Huan O. 
PENTEO ST. 

32 EVOLUTION AND SOCIAL REFORM. IV. 
Toe Sciestific Method. By DANIEL GREEN- 
LYAF THOMPBON. 


38 ASA GRAY: His Life aid Work. By Mz8. 


ARY TREAT. 


84 EDWARD LIVINGSTON YOUMANS. The 
Ein and his Work. By Pror. Joun FISKE. 


ach Number, Ten Oents. ag 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE è 
CHAMPIONS OF THE CHURCH : 
THEIR 
Oriries and Persecutions. 


Svo, 1,119pD. Oloth, $3; leather, $4; moroeco 
gilt edges, $4.50, 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
' Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY 


ISSUED MONTHLY. 


Subscription price, $3 per annum. . 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 
ers! Almanac. . . : e enr ` 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gac- 
diener . nee e 50 
8. Age of Reason. Thomas Paine........... 25 


4, Answers to Obristian Questions. D. M. 

: ennett........ MEM 228 25 
5. Christian Absurdities. John Peck. 20 
6. Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire. 10 
7. IngerBoll's Address on Bhakspere 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 
‘Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
book sent upon receiPt of price. 


Addrese THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


.. A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 
Pretace by R. G. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
irs and a younger brother who were left parent. 
leas, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the world by 
oing to Ohicago. . The authoris also the heroin. 
he narrativ is,in the main, a history of a work- 
ing girls lifeand experience in the city of Chicago 


amo g bluff business men, kind-hearted folks, 
n 


n 
disreputable hypocrits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he admires 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attention 
of the rest of the world. Price 25 cents. 

f Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
,ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of lankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mail and Oharles Watts. With Prefa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 

: .Qolonel Ingersoll, and an introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 

A Reply to Father Lamberts 

-Tactics of Infidels.” 20 cents. 

Post free. : 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
and Influence. 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. UE $ 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 
lution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con- 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 

10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 

to ^e Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Gua. de. 24 pages. Price, 10 cents 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which isthe More Reasonable? 
24pages: Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
: pagos in cover. Price, 10 cents. ` 

The superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 26 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel etf. 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 

^ Beliefand Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands, (Dedicated to Colo- 
nel Robert Ingersoll.) 82 pages in cover, 
Price, 10 cents. 

Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 

. N, In this letter the following subjects are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Ohristianity. 3, Freethought an 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 


Faots and Opinions, 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


* 
22 pages in 


5 cents, 
Addross THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
UNITARIANISM. 


Statements Bent free on application to Wor- 
gesor P: O. Mission, Worcester, Mass. Books 
aned, 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OB, THE 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


— 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 


Address at the Testimonial to Wait 
Whitman. 


— 


cloth, 


Price, 25 cents; 80 cents. Pub- 


lished at this office. 


watches, $5. $4. 
d WORE 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany, 
N. Y., Jan. 21, 1890. - 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRIOE, TEN CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
$8 Lafayette Place, New York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


BY 
HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Critical Review of the Religion 
of Man. i 
OontEents : What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lio Worship. Man's Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. Man’s Fall, and the Christian 
Scheme for his Redemption. Man’s Position, 
Fate, Free Will Free Agency, Necessity. Be- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government, 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Charter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of So · 
ciety to Criminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Oloth; price, $1.50. 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all who are 
free to receive new light find in itsatisfaction 
and inspiration.—[New York Tribune. 

The appeal is always made to a man’s reason, 
and to his noblest sentiments: never to his sel- 
fishnéss.—[Boston Post. s 

A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantio narratiy. is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—{Boston Traveler. 

12m0; cloth, $1.00; paper, ECG. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales ine, ounded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. O. MIDDLETON. 


Prices. 10 cents. 


0 THEY Co! 


DOWN 


Best make American Stemwind Watches, 15 
jewels. adjusted, pat. regulator, in silverine cage, 
only $11; in 3 ounce coin silver. $16; 4 ounce, $17 
(a few years ago $60). In best 14 kt. filled gold 
Cases, Open face, $20; hunting, $23 to $28: 14 kt. 
solid gold. $40 to $100; same, not adjusted, $2 less ; 
11 jwls. $3.60, and 2 P n $5 less (lower grade 
an : 

PERFECTED OTTO WETISTEIN" 
WA" OH, much finer than above, full adjusted to 
heat, cold, and position, 16 jwls, and all modern 
improvements, nickel movement, cased as above, 
$8 more, gilt mov't. $6 more. No one else in the 
world sends out so good 2 watch at the price 

LADIS GOLD HUNTING | AMERICAN 
WATOHES, latest styles. best filled, 7 jwls. $17; 
11 jwls. $18 50; 15 jwise. $25; 14 kt. solid gold, $10 
to $100 more. All sent prepaid, kept inorder one 
year, and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

DIAMONDS: in rings, pins. drops, studs, eto., 

10: $15; $253 $50; $100 to $1,000 per set. Cash re- 

unded, if not 20 per cent below regular price, 
any time within one vear. | p 

WEDDING RINGS : Plain, chased, with pearls, 
emeralds, rabies, moonstones, Opals, garnets, 
turquoise, solitaires or combinat ons, a specialty, 

SUNDRIES : Rogers Bros’, triple plated knives, 
$1.75, forks, $1.75; Tea spoons, $1.80; Tables, $3.40; 
Best spects. in the world, $1; Pebbles, $2; 14 kt. 
gold, $5 more (send line of finest print you can 
read without glasses 14 inches from eyes); Gold 
headed canes, $8; $10; $15; $20. Best razor—a 
luxury—$2; Solid silver spoons, $1.70 per ounce. 
Bouveneir spoons, silver, 21.25 to $2; Lea sets, 
$20 to $40; everything in the line of fancy table 
silver, novelties, plush, and art goods, gold pens, 
etc. All gent prepaid (except cutlery) subject to 


cash bask. 
exchange or oash bask. OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Established 1857. Rochelle, Ill. 
d for price lists, beautifal cards in colors 
ati wold of my Freethought badges (large and 
small), tracts, etc. Free. 


tions and Pop- 
ular lilustrat- 
ed Lectures 


name this paper, and send for out 


" MCALLISTER. 


Or Oh 
'PAY WELL 
V ers, and ship to all parta of the world, If you wish to know how to order, how to conduct Parlor 
Entertainments for pleasure, or Public Exhibitions, etc. N 


PA 
ELI E. 49 Nassau Street, New York. 


» |GIRARD'S WILL 
Girard College Theology. 


AN EXPOSÉ 


Of the perversion of Stephen Girard’smagnificent 
beenest to Philadelphia by the Christian 
churches and Young Men’s 
Ohristian Associa- 
ion. 


By Bion. B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 


New dition, Revised ad Enlarged, 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 60 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
sale at this office. Price, 50 cents. 


THE 


UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 


Author of “Deity Analyzed,” “The Bible Ana- 
: lyzed,” The Real Blasphemers,” ** Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., etc. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtlest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it go richly 
merita,.—[The American Idea. 


Cloth, 12m0, $1, - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB. 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A COLLECTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and Music) 


For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home. 


-OOMPILED BY 


L. K. WASHBURN. 


PRIOE, . . . $1.59. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass., Says: 


Strange cases cured by my MFDIOAL DIS- 
COVERY come to me every day. Here is one of 
Paralyais—Blindness—and the Grip. Now how 
does my MEDIOAL DISCOVERY cure all thege ? 
I don’t know, unless it takes hold of the Hidden 
Poison,that makes all Humor. 


VIRGINIA Orry, NEVADA, Sept. gon, 1891. 

Donald Kennedy—Dear Sir: I willBtate my case 
to you: About nine years ago I was paralyzed in 
my left side, and the best doctors gave me no 
relief for {wo years, and I was advised to try your 
DISCOVERY, which did its duty, and in a few 
months I was restored to health. Aboutfouryearg 
ago I became blind in my left eye by a spotted 
cataract. Last March I wag taken with La Grippe, 
and was confined to my bed for three months. At 
the end of that time. as in the start, then it struck 
me that your DISCOVERY was the thing for me: 
go I got a bottle, and before it was half gone I 
was able to go to my work in the mines. Now in 
regard to my eyes, ag I lost my left eye. and about 
six months ago my right eye became affected with 


black spots over the Sight as did the left eye 3 


perhaps some twenty of them—but since I have 
been using your DISCOVERY they all left my 
right eye bak. one; and, thank God, the bright 
light of heaven is once more making its appearance 
in mylefteye. I am wonderfully astonished at it. 
and thank God and your MEDIOAL DISCOVERY. 
ours truly, Hank WHITE. 


AN INFIDEL REMEDY. 
10 CENTS TO 
SENDO L WS, 
VINELAND, N. J. 
-for his book on youth- 
ful errors, early decay, 
wasting weakness, lost 
manhood &c. It sets 
forth an External Ap- 
plication— a reliable 
home cure, with full di- 
rections for use. Itsa 
certainty, no failure. 
State where you saw 
this advertisement, 
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A patient writing from Davenpori, Wash., 
gays: "Your r medy is marvelicus, and will 
accomplish whet is said it will do. The value 
of which is untol?." 


can 

fbi- 

5 ora very profitable business for 
a person with small capital. We are 

@ the largest manufacturers and deal- 


for MAKING MONEY 


OOK FREE® 
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Ziberal Beating. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places. where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 
Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
hav their gatherings advertised here free by for- 
warding the necessary information. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club. N.Y 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger- 
man Masonic Temple, 220 Hast 15th street. Lect- 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited. 


The Newark Liberal League 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
St. Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussions on 
religious and social questions. Seats free and 
everybody welcome. 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunda 
evening at 7:30. Lectures, debates, and discus. 
sions on all important secular subjects. Pres. 
dont, Henny BIRD; Secretary, CORA BELLE 


LAGG. . 
— — — —-— 33 


Brooklyn Ehiosophical Associa» 
tion 


0 
Meets at Fraternity rooms, Beu ord avenue and 
South 2d street, Brooklyn, E. D. at 3 P.M., ever 

unday. Lectures followed by discussion. Plat. 
form free. Charles Monholland, secretary, 248 
Broadway, Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 25, 


Meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad an d 
Wood sts. at 2:10 and 7:30 P. M. for lectures and 
free discuggions on religious and social questions. 
Able speskersinterest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seekerpublicationsalwayson hand atcheap rates. 


The Secular Society of Kent, 9., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P. M., at the town hall. AH friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Manrus HEIERTON, Seo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun- 
days of each month at Independent Ohuroh, at 
10:30 A. M. Free disoussion on ali Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to Taz TRUTH SEEKER and Investi- 
gator are solicited. R. G. Sr TR, Cor. Suc. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P.M., at 
Fort Dearborn Hall. 181 West Madison street. 
and at 118 Fifth avenue. Lectures and debates. 
Strangers from abros are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Liberal Club 
Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand avo., (Fraternity Hall). Lectu: ot wed 
by debates.” The public cordially invia OTe 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 


Meeta every Sunday evening at Union Square 
Hall, 421 Post street, at £ o'clock. A cordial invi- 
tation is extended to all. Seats free. 


Port Angeles Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in Macdon- 
aide Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. Leot- 
ures, songs; and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature distrib- 
uted free, Frank MORSE, Cor. Sec. 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 

Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-month] 

and third Sundays, at 8 o'clock, PALA ab Parr 

Hall. Everybody invited. MRS. R. M. BERBA. 

Pres.: J. H. MoWriLLIAMS8, Rec. Sec. 


The Walla Waila Liberal Club 


Meets every Bunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Army 
hail, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington. 
Science Lectures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Selected Readings and Poems. A large val. 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. O. B. BEYNOLDS, Pres.; A. W. OALDER; Seo. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Boeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty." D. E. Riox, Pres, ; 
. W. BELL, Vice-Pres.; OnmaBLzS Suma, Seo. 


Fort Worth, Tex. Liberal Club, 


Meets every Sunday at Knights of Labor Hall, 
1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, a.m. Visiting Lib- 


erals invited to attend. C0L. A. HARRIS, Pres. 
8AAC S. LEE, Seo. 
Liberal Association of Austin, 


ex., 

meets every Sunday at 11 KA. M., at its hall, cor. 
Cong avenue and 9th st. Visiting Liberals 
invited. J. P. Richardson, President; M. Maas, 
Becretary. 


COLONEL R. 6. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York. 

With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth, silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents. 

Address THE TBUTH SEEKER OO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 
By Lupwia FEUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot. 
Price, $3. 
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Hews of the Beek. 


Tee London Standard publishes a com- 
munication in regard to the recent so. called 
aggressiv action of Russia in Pamir, which 
says: “It is high time for England to un- 
sheathe her sword in Asia. TheRussian tide cf 
conquest which has flowed steadily eastward 
for fifty years must be sent sweeping back to 
the Caspian. Russia has boldly pushed on 
until she now stands at 
the very outposts of In- 
dia.” 


A Rossin dispatch 
gays: Over thirty mill- 


WORLD'S SAGES, THINKERS, GODS AND RELIGIONS | 


: oz 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 
Vol. I, Givs a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 


AND REFORMERS. 


Biographies of 300 of the Leading Philosophers, 


Teachers, Skeptios, Innovators, F 1 
Now Schools of Thought, ent Belen. 
tists, otc. (who were not i 8), 


Christian 
from the time of Menu to the pres- 


ent. 8V0, 1,075pp., cloth, $3; 


leather, $4; Mor., g. 6.,$4.50, 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


ions of human beings are 
dying of hunger.” 


Ann Besant praises 
the American people for 
“ the clear-sighted inter- 
est they take in 'Theo- 
sophical questions.” 


Loe 


ORA 


THERE is outcry in 
radical quarters against 
the effort of the Barbers’ 
International Union to 
hav ali legislatures pro- 
hibit Sunday shaving. 
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A HERRREW in Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., has brought 
a libel suit against & pa- 
per for bringing him into 
disgrace among his peo- 
ple by calling him a 
Christian. 


8 
0 
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ExdLAND js thought 
by some to be secretly 
working in the difficulty 
between Italy and the 
pope, expecting profit 
from a quarrel which 
would lead him to take 
refuge in Malta. 


Tue new. made friend- 
ship between France and 
the Vatican is about 


oluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Christ, Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo, 347 Vol. II. Desoribes Fully all 
the Religious 1 of the World. 
svo, 957 pp. Cloth, 38 per vol.; the 8 
8 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
roco, gilt edges, 38. 
BY D. M. BENNETT. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Gens of Ühought. 


| THERE is no prophecy in the Old Testament 
foretelling the coming of Jesus Christ. 
There is not one word in the Old Testament 


.ireferring to him in any way—not one word. 


The only way to prove this is to take your 
Bible, and wherever you find these words: 
“That it might be fulfilled," and ‘ was 

spoken,” turn to the Old Testament and find 

: what was written, and 

you will see that it had 


not the slightest possible 


reference to the thing 


recounted in the New 


Testament—not the 


slightest.— Robt. G. In- 
gersoll. | ` 


Ir there be any ill in 
the universe from mere 
chance, then a designin 
principle or mind, 
whether good or bad, 
cannot be the cause of 
all things; and conse. 
quently, if there be sup- 
posed & designing prin. 
ciple, who is the cause 
only of good, but cannot 
prevent the ill which 
happens from chance, or 
from a contrary ill 
design, then there can 
be supposed in reality 
no such thing as a 
superior, good design, 
or mind, other than 


7 


tas 


what is impotent and 
defectiv ; for not to cor- 
rect or totally exclude 
that ill of chance, or of a 
contrary ill design, must 
proceed either from 
impotency or il. will. 
Di Holbach. ; 


Ir often happened, 
that the specific gravity 


) / "S 
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of epileptics, whose 


broken. The bishops 
exclaim against the gov- 
enment order that they 
shall not go to Italy lest 
the pilgrim riots be du- 
plicated. The corre- 
spondent of the London 
Times, Mr. Stillman, foretold, on the com- 
mencement of the present year, that 1891 
would be celebrated by the rupture between 
the French republic and the holy see. AI. 
though the customary derision of a prophecy 
was not wanting, late events hav done much 
toward the fulfillment of this correspondent’s 
forebodings for the future. Everything 
seems to tend toward the separation of the 
Vatican and the Elysee. A dispatch from 
France says: The circulaire praying the 
bishops to abstain from visiting their chief 
in prison, and the prosecution of the arch- 
bishop of Aix, was a beginning of the end 
perhaps, for has not the French parliament 
now proposed the separation of church and 
state?” 


Mexico is trying to keep the Central 
American republics from confederating. Jeal. 
ousy of Guatemala and fear of that state as a 
powerful and dangerous neighbor are the 
cause. 

* Hz is a fine-looking fellow," said an 
Austrian lady not long ago, as she looked at 


his highness the Archduke Franz Ferdinand 


in his carriage. Her remark reached the ear 
of the public prosecutor, who, deeming the 
word “fellow” disrespectful, ordered her 
arrest, and she was sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment. The lady was rich enough to 
appeal to tbe supreme court in Vienna, which 
ordered her release. 


On the Italian king’s proposal to make the 
religious marriage ceremony null, Catholics 
say: How will Umberto receive in future 
those ladies whose marriage he has denounced 
as criminal? Those whom he has insulted 
on the most delicate question involving social 
and family relations? How will the crowned 
heads of Europe bear the stigma? Will 
Germany and Austria, and even the Turk, 
resent it? Probably not; the interests of the 
Triple Alliance are paramount.” 


On the proposal to distribute aid for starv- 
ing Russians through the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, a good judge says: 
„The proposal is crassly stupid. Agents of 

Bie Society are beings accursed in the 
eyes ofthe Russian government and of the 
all-powerful orthodox church. Their prose- 
lytizing labors are distinctly illegal and they 
are only allowed to remain in the country on 
gufferance. All their movements would be 
watched and their schemes frustrated.” 


THERE is much reason to suppose there 
will be a famin in Russia next year also. The 
autumn wheat has been seriously injured by 
the rain, and it is very probable that the 
spring crops in many of the eastern govern- 
ments will turn out no better than they did 
this year. The outlook in holy Russia is very 
gloomy. Nihilist agents are working activly 
to persuade the peasants that the czar can 


fibers and muscles 


THIRD EDITION. 


My Religious Experic ne: 
By S, P, Putnam. 
Price, - - 25 cents. 
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OTHER WORKS BY S. P. PUTNAM. 


The New God. Price, 10 cents. 


The Problem of the Universe, a: 


its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticism: 
of Universology. Price, 20 cents. 


Waifs and Wanderings, A N 


American Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 
50 cents. ‘*A prose epic of the war, rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day,"—John Swinton’s Paper. 

* The 


Golden Throne, A Romance. 
Author certainly has genius. The divine 
creativ Spark is with him. The book is filled 
with maniy thoughts, expressed in manly 
words—the transcript of a manly mind 
Every Liberal should read Golden Throne. 
—Ingersoll, Price, $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

“It 


Prometheus, A Poem. is 
crammed with life, thonght, and profound 
emotion, poured forth, it seems to me, with 
gxtraordinary beauty.“ Dr. Henry W. Bellows, 

rice, $1. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic poems. Price, 10 cents. 


Adami and Heva, A poetio version 
of the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
which its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is Shown. Price, 10 cents. 
For ali of the above address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER: 00., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I. EYOLUTION, ANTIQUITY, BAOTERIA, Ero. By 
William Durham, F. R. S. E. 

II. ASTRONOMY, SUN, Moon, Stans, Ero. By Will 
iam Durham, F. R. S. E. - 


These handy series of volumes on science—of 
which the above works form the first two num- 
bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 
cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 
most casual reader. They supply 2 popular need. 

The price of each is 50 cents in cloth. 


WATER OF LIFE 


Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick. 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, 
34 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 


“WHY” 


I specially want 500 orders for books within the 
next three months. 


and ought to supply them with food. The Friends will please send stamp for circulars and 
i WHY 


large factories at Lodsi are stopping work 
for want of orders, leaving the operativs in a 
destitute condition. 


ELMINA DRAKE BLENKER. 
Snow ville, Va. 


THE LORD TELLETH A FISH STORY THAT KNOOKETH THE CONCEIT OUT OF JOB. — (See Job xli and xlii, 6.) 


ONLY 2 CENTS. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 


There has just been published for general circu- 
lation a most interesting pamphlet, containing a 
good likeness of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll and arti- 
cles from the following well-known writers: R. G. 
Ingersoll Thaddeus B. Wakeman, B. F. Under- 
wood, Matilda Joslyn Gage, Helen H. Gardener, 
Rev. Henry Frank, Nelly Booth Simmons, A. B. 
Bradford, Parker Pills! Lucy N. Calman, 
Capt. R. C, Adams, Prof. A. L, Rawson, Lyman 

Howe, Susan H, Wixon, Allen Pringle, Wm, 
Emmette Coleman, Harry Hoover, Mrs. M. A. 
Freeman, Sara Underwood, Rev. J. C. Grumbine, 
J. J. McCabe, Lydia R. Chase, Henry M. Taber, J. 
C. Watkins, Dr. Edward Montgomery, Emma 
Rood Tuttle, Dr. Juliet Severance, Hudson Tuttle, 
E. C. Walker, Judge C. B. Waite, Dyer D. Lum, 
Voltairine de Cleyre, Lewis G. Janes and Dr. Riche 
ard Hodgson. 

. The publication will be forwarded to any address 
in the United States or Canada on receipt of an 


American two-cent stage stamp. 
Address FREETHINKERS’ MAGAZIN 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


SHORT HISTORY OF THE BLE 


BEING : 
A POPULAR ACCOUNT OF THE 
FORMATION AND DEVELOP. 
. MENT OF THE CANON. 
BY 
BRONSON D. KEELER. 


ContTENTS.—The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
B2oks which are Now Called Apocryphal, The 
Heretios. The Christian Oanon. 


Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
W.. S. BELL'S 
Handbook of Freett ought 


OONTAINING 


In condensed and systematized form a vast 


amount of 
Evidence Against Christianity. 
Selected from the Writings of the 
Leading American and European 
Freethinkers and Scientists. 


Of his work Mr. Bell says: “I hav aimed in 
preparing this work to put into compact and 
orderly form a large amount of irrefragable 
evidence against the superstitions of the church. 
I hay often felt the need of such a work for my 
own use. The matter herewith presented has 
been culled from some of the ablest writers living 
and dead. Asa book of reference I hope it may 
be a valuable aid to all investigators and trath- 
seekers. Its running headlines, chapter heads, 
8 and classified subjects make it a hand- 

oO st ” 

Price $1.5. Address this offica. 


withered away, was 
lighter than water, and 
that they floated when 
put into it. A miracle! 
was instantly exclaimed. 
It was pronounced that 
auch a person must be a 
demoníac or a sorcerer ; and holy water or the 
executioner was immediately gent for. It 


Was an unquestionable proof that either the 


demon had become master of the body of the 
floating person, or that the latter had volun- 
tarily delivered himself over to the demon. 
On the first supposition the person was 
exorcised, on the second he was burnt. 
Thus hav we been reasoning and acting fora 
period ‘of 1 or 55 hundred years, 
and yet we hav the effrontery to laugh at the 
Ce ffres 1— Voltaire, d SS . 


WnERE the press is free and every man 
able to read, all is sate.— Thomas Jefferson. 


Irisa source of great satisfaction to me 
that that distinguished littérateur, the Ghost 
—usually yclept the Holy Ghost, for some 
reagon I hav been unable to make out—has 
quite given up the literary profession. No- 
body else would hav had any chance against 
him. He has written one book only, or 
rather a series of small tracts tacked together 
by nothing else but the binding. And, O 
Jerusalem, what a sale the work has! The 
Ghost's princ'pal publishers in London are 
in Queen Victoria street, and his book goes 
of in hundreds of thousands of tons 
annually. Its sale seems to be, in great part, 
attributable to the fact that the work is 
written by the Ring of Heaven and dedicated 
to the King of England. All books proceed- 
ing from royal pens are, in character, quite 
exceptional, from the oldenroyal volume that 
treats of Abraham down to the recent 
volume that immortalizes Brown. Any 
ordinary mortal would hav supposed that the 
Ghost would hav found his publisher in 
Holywell street; but the Ghost is no 
ordinary mortal. He had the effrontery to 
offer his book in a far other locality; and 
effrontery was rewarded with its frequent 
concomitant, success. The profits out of his 
book alone must render the Ghost the 
wealthiest member of the Trinity. Some 
optimists, including mysélf, are sanguin that 
he may yet buy out the other members of 
the firm. Much might reasonably be ex. 
pected from this anticipated transaction. 
The Father's character is exceeding] 
questionable; the Son, to put it mildly, A 
generally suspected to be somewhat queer in 
the upper story; while the Ghost has many 
negativ merits. True, he got into some sort 
of scrape over a girl in Palestine; but 
generous minds will not make too much of 
this; and all else that is known of him ig 
that he once transformed himself into a 
pigeon, and that he once, on a pentecostal 
occasion, took the form of ‘‘cloven tongues 
as Of fire.” Those who hav observed a pile 
of Paysandu tongues in a shop window can 
easily gather what the Ghost is like by fancy- 
ing each tongue to be of red.hot iron, and 
cloven—that is, split, as boys split a magpie's 
tongue with a sixpence to make it speak.— 
Saladin in God and His Book. 
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Drawn from Immanuels veins, 


And sinners plunged beneath that 
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Lose oll their guilty stains, 
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Goles and. Glipyings. 


THE pope complains of being forced by 
antipapal violence in Rome to remain im- 
prisoned in the Vatican. 


Laws against Sunday work for barbers are 
in force in Tennessee, Minnesota, Colorado, 
Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan. 


A GIRL in Dexter, Me., possesses a faculty 
which mystifies her friends. When blind- 
folded and provided with a photograph she 
can describe the person or object portrayed 
in the picture, and she will also describe the 
objects in any picture or print after merely 
running her finger-tips over the surface. 


AN extensiv find of rich deposits of 
aluminum was made last week in the San 
Mateo mountains, about forty miles west of 
Albuquerque. Three miners brought to the 
latter place samples of a material they had 
found and with the nature of which they were 
unacquainted. It was assayed in Denver, snd 
found to contain twenty-five per cent of. 
aluminum. The men say the metal exists in 
great abundance. 


THE Colorado Graphic says: ‘Stop the 
etreet-cars on Sunday and see how quickly 
the threadbare members of the Law and 
Order League who cannot afford the luxury 
of a horse and carriage will interpose in their 
own behalf.” Certainly they would: the 
‘persons who are so ready to dictate to others. 
as to how they shall spend Sunday do not 
expect to be restricted in the least in their 
own actions. If a law were passed that in 


any way restricted thelr movements on any 
à 


day, it would be promptly denounced as an 
unwarranted interference with their sacred 
rights. Indeed, they are so bigoted and so 
wrapped up in self that they think all the 
world should do on Sunday just as they say; 
and they cannot be happy until they hav it 
in their power to compel this very thing. 


Onor upon a time, says the Sun, when a 
man had & narrow escape from threatened 
calamity, he showed his gratitude to provi- 
dence by making a pilgrimage, by giving 
alms to the poor or gifts to the church. But 
times hav changed. Leonard Patterson, a 
young man of Bangor, Me., had a very nar- 
row escape from death recently. An im- 
mense safe fel] on him, but for some reason 
he escaped with but slight injuries. He an- 


| nounces in the newspapers that in honor of 


his miraculous escape” he will giv a dance 
in Union Hall” one evening this week. 


Tue horror of the great Russian famin 
is all implied in these few words of Count 
Tolstoi in his public letter of November ist: 
In out-of-the-way death-stricken localities, 
such as the one from which I write (the 
Dankov district), there is no rye for sale. 
Flour cannot be bought for money. And 
this is not an exceptional phenomenon; it is 
of constant occurrence everywhere.” And 
yet, while the Russian government is dis- 
tributing alms with one hand to the peasants, 
with the other armed with a knout it exacts 
taxes from the same starving wretches. 


Few of the Protestant churches in Maine 
can hold their flocks without offering liberal 
feeds on all possible occasions, and even 
then the faithful complain of the scarcity of 
oysters and criticise the cooking. All of 


the new churches hav kitchens, and as winter 
approaches the local newspapers hav an- 
nouncements of oyster suppers, bean sup- 
pers, antique suppers, New England suppers, 
coffee suppers, and pink and lemon teas. 
The multiplication of loaves and fishes would 
hav to be carried to the last extreme to satisfy 
all of those who find piety in provender. 


One of the latest religious frauds was 
founded in 1884 by the Abbé Buguet, of 
Montligeon, France. It is an association to 
“ aid the forsaken souls in purgatory—those 
for whom no one else was praying and who 
had no hope of coming to the end of their 
sufferings until they had themselvs satisfied 
the justice of God.” Every month the asso- 
ciation has three thousand masses said for 
its object. Its members contribute one half- 
penny yearly to its funds, and they share in 
all its merits and may gain special indul- 
gences with which it has been endowed. 


Tak Sun thus pointedly comments on the 
action of the barbers’ convention at Grand 
Rapids, Mich: Why should the Barbers’ 
International Union ask the state legislatures 
to enact laws prohibiting all the barbers of 
the United States plying their razors on 
Sunday? There is no law in any state re- 
quiring barbers to engage in Sunday shaving. 
Every barber in the country is at liberty 
to refuse to shave anybody, or trim any- 
body's beard, or cut anybody’s locks on 
Sunday. Any barber has the right to close 
and bar his shop every Sunday of the year. 
The International Barbers’ Union had better 
let the legislatures of the states attend to 
public affairs while its members regulate 
their own business, The proposed legisla- 


tion would not reach the root of the matter. 
What the legislatures must do, if they would 
giv genuin relief to the barber, is to pass 
prohibitory laws or constitutional amend- 
ments forbidding beards to grow on Sunday.” 


A wRITER in the London Pall Mail Gazette 
says that he and others fathomed the secret 
of the wonderful feats of Lulu Hurst, the 
original Georgia Wonder, during her first 
performances, and after she had retired from 
the stage he learned the facts from the 
lips of Miss Hurst herself. She simply 
made the investigators do all the work. 
When she wanted to lift a chair on which a 
heavy man was seated, she put her palms to 
the sides of the back and tilted it forward. 
The person seated in it involuntarily grasped 
the side rungs or the seat, and to save him- 
self from falling raised the chair himself, his 
toes never leaving the ground. The whole 
thing was done 80 quickly that it required a 
quick eye not to be deceived. The thud 
with which the chair came to the floor when 
the forward pressure was relaxed helped the 
illusion. When the investigator grasped the 
umbrella handle, and was requested to hold 
it very firmly, he unconsciously braced him- 
gelf so that his center of gravity was easily 
disturbed, and pushed hard in a direction 
oppposit to that in which he judged the 
umbrella would move. A slight pressure on 
the part of the Georgia Wonder acted as a 
lure, and when this pressure ceased a strong 
man would involuntarily run forward in the 
direction in which he was pressing. All her 
tricks were simply the application of power 
in such a fashion as to deceive the onlooker 
into the belief that it was being exerted in an 
exactly contrary direction, 
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Communications. - 


Christianity at the Bar of History. 


It is sometimes contended that the truth of Chris- 
tianity is demonstrated by the fact of its wonderful 
history. No religion, it is alleged, has succeeded in 
accomplishing so much for human well-being; in 
other words, no religion has contributed so largely 
toward the happiness and progress cf mankind. 


No religion, it is claimed, has produced euch benefi 


cial effects upon the nature of its believers and sup- 
To test the value 
of these statements, it is necessary that we should 
turn over some of the pages of early ecclesiastical 
And what 
shall we find? Instead of Christianity being all that 
is pure and noble and good, unhappily for bumanity 


porters as the religion of Obrist. 
history and see what these pages reveal. 


we find that its early history was anything but cred 


itable to its upholders; and, moreover, that it was a 
corrupt and persecuting religion, which in many 
cases, so far from elevating its early believers, only 
converted them into the willing and wicked instru- 
ments of itstyranny. Its bishops, clergy, and mis- 


sionaries were low-minded, ignorant, and supersii 


tious, and manifested in their actions some of tke 


worst vices of men. 


In the first century after the alleged death of Jesus 
the conduct of Christians was at its best; they be- 
haved with commendable heroism and self. restraint; 
but as soon as Ohristianity got power and began to 
spread throughout the Roman empire, Christianity 
began to display a tyrannical and persecuting spirit 
which grew and grew until it culminated in what are 
now known as the Dark Ages of Christianity "—one 
of the saddest and most terrible pages in the history 


of the world. 


It is sometimes said that the base and brutal men 
of these ages, the men who inspired all kinds of 
cruelty, who deluged the earth with human blood, 
who enslaved the bodies and minds of millions of 
people—that these men could not hav been Ohris- 


tians. 


But during the early centuries of the Ohristian 
church the persecutors were representativ men; they 
were the men in authority ; and if it is said that they 


were not Ohristians, the obvious retort is, Where 


were the Christians during those ages? Avd if the 


time of Constantine down to the Reformation was 
marked by vice and corruption, surely the impartial 
student of history may question the soundness of 
the tree which bore auch bad fruit. 

If Ohristianity failed to influence its believers for 
good from the fourth to the sixteenth century, surely 
we may attribute the virtue of Ohristians since 
that date to some other and more powerful agency ? 

But let us turn over the pages of history and ex- 
amin the evidence. 

We find in the third century Christianity, having 
extended its influence and power to Rome, began to 
assume importance as a political factor, which re- 
quired to be counted upon and taken into account 
by those who sought to rule the destinies of the 
Roman empire. 

Remember this fact: A contest took place between 
various Roman emperors with a view, on the one 
hand, of establishing it as the state religion, and, on 
the other, of extirpating it altogether; but the 
Christians ultimately succeeded in gaiuing Constan- 
tine over to their side, and in A. p. 314 an edict was 
issued from Milan from Constantine and Licinius, 
which granted to the Ohristians, and to all, the 
free choice to follow that mode of worship which 
they may wish; that no freedom at aii shall be re. 
fused to Christians to follow or to keep their observ- 
ances or worship; but that to each one power be 

ed to devote his mind to the worship which he 
may think adapted to himself (Eusebius, Ecclesias- 
tical History, page 431). Soon, bowever, Licinius 
showed his former hostility to Christianity and re- 
newed the war against Constantine, who thereupon 
embraced the Ohristian religion, and, with the sup- 
port and sympathy of Christians, succeeded in de- 
feating Liciuius and became emperor in his stead. 

With Constantine at the head of the empire, Obris- 
tianity became the state religion, and under his reign 
all sorts of cruelties were perpetrated, and “future 
tyrants,” as Gibbon says, were encouraged to be- 
lieve that the innocent blood which they might shed 
in a long reign would instantly be washed away in 
the waters of regeneration” (Gibbon, Dacline and 
Fail of the Roman Empire, page 472). 

During the third and fourth centuries the wealth of 
the church increased immensely, and many of the 
chief dignitaries lived in great pomp and style; 
some, of course, manifested the best spirit of piety, 
and their conduct was worthy of admiration; but for 
the most part the bishops and clergy were character. 
ized by their arrogance, vanity, and ambition, and 
cared little for the well-being of those over whom 
they had control. The example of the bishops was 
imitated by the presbyters and others in subordinate 
positions, and this led to indolence on the one hand 
and vice on the other. 

During the third century, too, a great scandal was 


caused by many priests, who, pretending to liv lives 


of celibacy—which in all sges of ignorance has ap 


life—were really living in wanton immorality. Ac 


page 73). 


an easy matter to get a large following. 


“orthodox” portion of the community. 


tile Ohristians. 
were called “Ebionites” and 
others called themselvs the true Christians. 


tianity of his own. 


to get supreme happiness. 


strictest celibacy. 


They were to liv on the simplest of foods.and deny 


themselvs everything pertaining to luxury. Sects, 


such as the Novatians and others, then arose and 
before the end of the third century a multitude of 
divisions existed among the Christians, and learned 


con'roversies raged as to the person of the godhead, 


which led to quarrels and persecutions of a bitter 


and malignant charscter. 


In the fourth century (under Constantine) the first 
great council at Nee was summoned, and by a large 
vote decided that Ohrist was of the same substance 


as the father,” and condemned the heresies of Arius. 

Constantine having now gained undisputed au- 
thority over the whole Christian community, he soon 
demonstrated that the religion of the “meek and 
lowly Jesus" in. his hands was not altogether a doc- 
trin of “ peace and good will to mankind," but that 
he was capable of using in his servica the sword 
without mercy or remorse to sustain his position in 
the Roman world. By this means thousands were 
trepanned into a quiet acquiescence in Ohristianity. 

Gibbon says: ‘‘ The hopes of wealth and honors, 
the example of an emperor, his exhortations, his irre- 
sistible smiles, diffused conviction among the venal 
and obsequious crowds which usually fill the apart- 
ments of a palace. The cities which signaliz:d a 
forward zeal by the voluntary destruction of their 
temples, were distinguished by municipal privi'eges 
and rewarded with popular donativs; and the new 
capital of the East gloried in the singular advantage 
that Constantinople was never profaned by the wor- 
ship of idols. As the lower ranks of society are 
governed by imitation, the conversion of those who 
possessed any eminence of birth, of power, or of 
riches, was soon followed by dependent multitudes. 
The salvation of the common people was purchased 
at an easy rate, if it be true that in one year twelv 
thousand men were baptized at Rome, besides a pro. 
portionate number of women and children, and that 
a white garment, with twenty pieces of gold, had 
been promised by the emperor to every convert ” 
(Gibbon’s Decline and Fall, vol. ii, pp. 472, 473). 

The same high authority tells us that the sons of 
Constantine were veritable chips of the old block, 
and followed the same course of action as their 
father, “continuing to abrogate and efface the an- 
cient superstitions of the Romans and other idola- 
trous nations, and to accelerate the progress of the 
Obristian religion throughout the empire. This zeal 
was no doubt laudable; its end was excellent; but 
in the means used to accomplish it there were many 
things worthy of blame” (Ibid., p. 88). 

In the year a D. 360 Julian succeeded to a part of 
the empire; though educated as a Christian he re- 
verted to philosophical paganism, evidently failing 
to believe in the teachings of Christianity. This 


peared to the superstitious to be purer than married 


cording to Gibbon, many who had resolved to adhere 
to celibacy “formed connections with those women 
who had made vows to perpetual chastity ; and it was 
an ordinary thing for an ecclesiastic to admit one of 
these fair saints to the participation of his bed, but 
still under the most solemn declarations that nothing 
passed in this commerce that was contrary to the 
rules of chastity and virtue” (Gibbon's Decline, 


It must be remembered that in the first century 
of the Onristian era nothing whatever is known of 
the existence of a Christian church. N) doubt a 
number of vain persons set themselvs up as teachers 
or oracles. Indeed, we hav only to refer to the New 
Testament to find that a number of persons went 
about proclaiming themselvs to be Chriet,“ and a 
number of “false teachers” appear to hav found it 


In this century Knostioism, which is a compound 
made up of Christianity and Oriental philosophy. 
prevailed to a very large extent, and caused a good 
deal of discussion, being, as it was, diametrically op- 
posed to many of the most important doctrins of the 


There was also another important division among | - 
the Christians: a division between Jewish and gen- 
The former developed into what 
* Nazarenes;" the 
The 
more the doetrins of Ohriatianity were discussed the 
greater became the difference of opinion, and 60 
Ohristianity, in a very early period of its growth, 
found its believers divided into a multitude of secte. 

In the early portion of the third century. there ap- 
peared a remarkable man named Manes or Mani- 
obus, a Persian magus.* He propagated a Chris- 
Like many other religious 
'tesehers, he held that man’s body was evil; that 
man could neither think nor do a good thing of 
himself; that “his thoughts were evil continually ;” 
and that only by mortifying the flesh could he hope 
He also taught that the 
highest life was only to be reached by those who ab- 
stained from intoxicating drink, abstained from flesh, 
fish, eggs, and milk, and who lived a life of the 


emperor, who gained sole authority over the Roman 
empire in the year 361, showed his dislike of Ohris- 
tianity in eo marked a degree in his writings and in 
his conduct that his Christian opponents designated 
him Julian the Apostate.” Yet, despite all, Julian 
displayed a higher degree of fairness than his pre- . 
decessors, and by. decree gave perfect equality to all 
creeds in the empire. 

Atter Julian came a long line of Christian em- 
perors. and it is natural that, under their rule, 
Onristianity made rapid progress, many, no doubt, 
professing the faith from fear of the consequences. 
Mosheim says that very disreputable methods were 
adopted in order to induce people to embrace Obris- 
tianity, fear, fraud, forgery, and force being among 
them. His words are: The endless frauds of those 
odious impostors, who were so far destitute of all 
principles as to enrich themselvs by the ignorance 
and errors of the people. Rumors were artfully 
spread abroad of prodigies and miracles to be seen 
in certain places (a trick often practiced by the 
heathen priests), aud the design of these reports 
was to draw the populace in multitudes to these 
placés and to impose upon their credulity. . 
Nor was this all; certain tombs were falsely given 
out for the sepulchers of saints and confessors. 
The list of the saints was augmented by fictitious 
names, and even robbers were converted into martyrs. 

. A whole volume would be requisit to contain 
an enumeration of the various frauds which artful 
knaves practiced with success to delude the ignorant, 
when true religion was almost entirely superseded 
by horrid superstition” (Ecclesiastical History, 
p 98) The bishops wrangled respecting their po- 
sitions and the extent of their jurisdictions, and 
trampled the rights of the people under their feet ; 
they also lived extravsgantly, and in their conduct 
were arrogant and overbearing toward one another. 

In this age the first heretic of whom we hav any 
record was put to death in Rome. Theodosius, one 
of the worst emperors, was the bitterest of all the 
persecutors of heretics, and in his reign issued no 
less then fifteen edicts against the heretics; 
“heretical teachers were exposed to the heavy 
penalties of exile and confiscation if they presumed 
to presc^ the doctrin or prsctice the rites of their 
accursed sects. Their meetings were proscribed and 
the ground or building forfeited to the imperial 
domain.” And Gibbon adds:. “The sectaries were 
gradually disqualified for the possession of honor- 
able or lucrativ employments; and Theodosius was 
satisfied with his own justice, when he decreed that 
as the Eunonians distinguished the nature of the 
son from the father, they should be incapable of 
making their wills, or of receiving any advantages 
from testsmente-v donations” (Decline and Fall, 
vol. iii, pp. 412, 413). 

Draper, in a few terse sentences, sums up the 
effect of Oonstantine’s reign by sfürming that it 
* marks the epoch of the transformation of Obris- 
tianity from a religion into a political system ; and 
though, in one sense, that system was degraded into 
an idolatry, in another it had risen into a develop. 
ment of the old Graek mythology. The maxim 
holds good in tke social as well as in the mechanical 
world that when two bodies strike the form of both 
is changed. Paganism was modified by Christianity, 
Christianity by paganism” (Conflict Between 
Science and Religiov, p. 52). . 

Up to the end of the fourth century we find that 
the clergy were profligate; that heresy was put 
down by the strong arm of the law; that heretics 
were persecuted and ill- treated, and that Christianity, 
baving become a powerful political force, waged 
incessant war against all other forces for supremacy. 

ARTHUR B. Moss. 


— . ⏑ 4äüũ 


English Notes. 

Drag Trora Seexens: This is a funny world! 
Sometimes that fact is brought home to us in round- 
about ways, but I don’t remember to hav had so 
quaiut an illustration of it as one I had to-night over 
a cup of tes. My companion was a youth of nine- 
teen, not overburdened with wits, yet sharp enough 
in many things. Apparently hopelessly incompetent 
for anything else, he was gladly pounced upon by 
his ecclesiastical. superiors to train the young in his 
Ic ol Sabbath-school. His business was to be there 
betimes each Sunday, and should a teacher be absent, 
to cecupy the vacant chair. Last Sunday the third 
class fell to his lot. Lads of nine or ten years of age 
were his disciples, so that his intelligence was taxed 
to the utmost. With what result? The teacher 
was dilating on the efficacy of prayer (which, by the 
way, he called the “‘effasy” of prayer), and one little 
fellow wanted to know what “effasy” meant. Our 
young professor was unequal to the occasion and 
decided to leave the knotty point to a tract he had 
in his pocket, which he read to the class. That 
tract sealed his fate as a teacher, for the superin- 
tendent happened to pass and looked at the pamphlet. 
Imagin his horror when he saw the title-page, “ The 
Folly of Prayer," by G. W. Foote. Very few words 
sufficed to explain to the teacher that his services 
were henceforth dispensed with; that they would 
rather go without a teacher than trouble him any 
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more; and that they had decided to a bav a properly. 
qualified teacher for the future. Thus is Secularism 
decaying in England; the wonder to the Christians 
is how the Seculariets mansge to saturate their most 
eberished lambs with their diabolical teachisgs. 
Perhaps they will pray to God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost for the necessary information. If that 
105 they can come to us and we will gladly tell 
them. 

Some Ohristians get quite frantic over our work, 
Last Sunday afternoon at Tottenham I was lecturing 
to a large audience on “St. Paul the Apostle.” 
miserable band of Christians held a few devotees 
enthralled close by. Soon they drifted one by one 
to my side to hear the good news of Secularism. 
The preacher's heart sank within him and he turned 
toward me, shouting at the top of his voice that I 
was leading them all down to the lowest depths of 
damnation. The crowd roared and so did the 
preacher. A second evangelist joined the chorus 
and ‘the gesticulations became wild in the extreme 
- and an immense concourse assembled. At last s 

friendly policeman interfered as they began to close 
upon the chair from which I was speaking; for it 
was obvious that the hitherto amicable preachers had 
lost their heads entirely in the frenzied efforts to 
save their poor lost brothers’ souls from an eternal 
hell; only the brothers stuck to me aud we reaped 
quite & decent collection of pennies at the close. 

Now again we are asked whether we really make 

any impression by our outdoor lectures, or whether 
we merely amuse the idlers. Well, to be candid, I'm 
not quite sure of the effect, save that it must be batter 
for men to be listening to something educational than 
for them to be chatting vulgarities or worse. But 
on Sunday morning, after we had baen holding a 
meeting on the famous Clerkenwell green (where 
never a blade of grass grows and all is cobblestones) 
in support of Robert Forder, I noticed that the 
goodly audience who supported us flocked as one 
man to the Social Democratic Federation orator as 
soon as we Were through; aud it looked remarkably 
like they had honcred us and voted as we asked for 
lack of other cecsupation on that Sunday morning. 
Bs that as it may, it is a cause for congratulation 
that we are able to get hold of such men, and if they 
cannot enter very heartily into what they hear we can 
at least hope that some of it msy stick and help 
them to be better parents and citizens. I believe it 
does; the shaking of hands, the greed for literature, 
the desire to hear more on some subjects, cannot all 
be vain; and the more I straggle oa in this out- 
door missionary work amongst the ignorant. and 
thoughtless the more I am convinced that we are 

doing what we oan to improve the masses, and that 
when our work is done and we retire or die we shall 
leave the world better for our lives and personal 
sacrifices. 

O 1 Thursday night Me. Robert Forder had a very 
handsome illuminated testimonial presented to him 
in recognition of his excellent and faithful services 
rendered as secretary of the National! Secular Society. 

The occasion was made one of singing and dancing 
at the Hall of Sciencs, London; and it is scarcely 
necessary to edd that many of t e leading S scularists 
joined their less known colleagues in the mirth. 
Me, Forder, as lion of the evening, was iu great re- 
quest. Another, rarely seen among us now, though 
a veteran in the cause, was Me. John Austin, who 
designed and executed the artistic gift to Mr. Forder. 
The same artist worked the teatimonial given years 
ago, in the same hal), to D. M. Bennett. Perhaps 
there was another reason why Mr. Forder proved so 
interesting to all. During that Thursday, from 84 m, 
till 8 pm, the voters of the Finsbury Division had 
been recordiog their votes for and against our 
worthy friend. All was suspense, and sil hoped 
rather than believed that he had won his seat on the 
London School Board. What a pity it seemed that 
the result of the election could not be known right 
then to giv farther emphasis to the gift! Well, 
perhaps it. was best unknown, for Forder failed to 
seore. With 8,943 votes in his favor, he was still 
187 behind the last of the successful candidates. 
For all that, the poll was better than had been 
hoped for. It was fondly believed that 6,000 would 
carry a seat if he could only get them; he succeeded 
in getting helf as many more, and was over 2,000 
ahead of the next comer and he a popular clergy- 
man. : 

I wonder what our Wesleyan Methodist friends 
are up to now. John Wesley would not know him- 
self amongst them, and would probably be voted a 
heretic. Auyhow, several of the London chapels 
(they call them * churches" now) are getting quite 
ritualistic. I could go to half a dozen well on the 
road to Rome; and now I read with startled eyeballs 
that the world-known City Road chapel which Wes- 
ley built, and which is now to be known as John 
Wesley's chapel, bas an altar. raised on two white 
marble steps, with fittings to match. I once went 
into a Wesleyan chapel just outside of London and 
found a raised chancel, sweet altar up ever so many 
steps from the floor, perfectly Catholic designs in 
the apse, and two brass gas brackets, tall and digni- 
fied, shaped like the candlesticks so dear to Catholic 


hearts, with gasjets where one expected tallow 
candles. Hngh Price Hughes, the discoverer of the 
Atheistic shoemaker, has some poor imitations of 
Sisters of Mercy in the neighborhood of Oxford 
street, and many of the ministers hav all the outward 
appearance of real clergymen. All this is of im- 
portance to us only in so far as it points to the 
reunion of Ohristendom in the direction of Rome, 
and to the coming struggle in which Secularists will 
hav to play so prominent and painful a part. Do 
let us set to work earnestly for this struggle for 


. | truth! 


Another interesting fact is that the church people 
are beginning to find that average people do not go 
to church at all nowadays. Naturally they ask why. 
Nobody knows, unless it is that religion has leas hold 
on the people's mind than formerly. This the Chris- 
tians are slow to admit Liverpool, with half a mill. 
ion of souls, has just canvassed the churches on a 
Sanday morning, and the good bodies who under- 
took the work hav been chagrined to find the results 
much below their expectations. Next they tried the 
evening services, for good Protestante do not trouble 
their God much till after teatime, and put in & 
church on Sundays much as they put in a theater or 
dance on week days. The total who went to church 
on that given Sunday evening was 164 610, or about 
one-quarter of the inhabitants of that city! If the 
Liverpool Seoulsrists were livelier than they are, 
there certainly ought to be more than one small 
branch; do you not think so? 

Ah, well! Seevlarism is forging ahead in Eng. 
land; and if we do not raks all our cosv. ris into the 
National Sccoular Society, it is comforiing to feel 
that we are turning the nation int» a land of Saou- 
larists pure and timple. Sam Sranpzina. 


———— — oa 
Some Other Economie Opinions, 

In reply to au article on “Some Economic Opin- 
ions, which appeared in Tur Trora Nerger of 
November 21st, I would like to state ikat a short 
experience in farming in the West will correct some 
viewa therein expressed. 

‘Whether or not you oan afford to sell cora in bulk or 
in the form of pork, beef, or horses, depends on the 
relativ price of corn, and pork, beef, and horses; 
also the regula ity with which a crop can be raised. 
Aud farmers, as a usual thing, understand this quite 
as well as snykody else. In this vicinity corn is at 
present selling for forty cents per bushel, and hogs 
are worth from $2 85 tc $3 per one hundred pounds. 
The raw material in a bushel of corn is not worth 
one-tenth of a mill (and for that matter raw material 
is worth nothing without labor applied to it), and 
the diffarence between one tenth of s mill and forty 
cents is made by labor and ingenuity; and so why 
would it not be a good thing to giv a bounty for 
every bushel of corn or wheat raised in the United 
‘States? It strikes me that the resistance to man 
cff-red by nature is sufficient to develop his brain, 
and to add artificial difficulties is worse than super- 
fluous. 

To say that a ton of steel rails manufactured in 
the United States makes this country’s account to 
read, “ Tne United States credit by one ton of steel 
rails, $30; the United States credit by cash for 
one ton of steel rails, $30,” is not unlike the story of 
feeding thousands on a few loaves and small fishes, 
and having more left than when they commenced. 
In the Uaited States during the year 1880. the 
account must bav stood, “Oredit $5 000 000 000 
worth of produce, $5 000 000,000, plus $5-000,000,- 
000, the selling price,” which is absurd. Suppose, 
for simplicity, a ton of steel rails is sold for seventy- 
five bushels of corn; in opening up the account the 
writer of the article I am oriticisiag would experi- 
ence the same difficulty that they will at the resur- 
rection in case Some cannibal sinner has swallowed 
a wissionary saint. ; 

The general trade of a single country is not 
carried on by exchanging the goods of the producer 
for the money of the consumer, but by bartering the 
goods of one for the goods of the other; and money 
acts only as a clearing-house in settling balances. 
Much the same transaction takes place in the trade 
between foreign countries, with this exception, 
instead of having any international money with 
which to settle accounts, they make use of a com- 
modity which is divisible, and contains great com- 
mercial value in small bulk, and for which there is 
a ready and steady market. This commodity is 
usually gold or silver. Diamonds would do just as 
well were they divisible without detriment. 

It is rather laughable to hear men talk about an 
" American system” anti an American policy." It 
is much nearer the historical truth to speak of a 
protectiv system az an English policy; which, like 
some of her old fashioned machinery, she has shipped 
and sold here, because in the markets of the world 
it was long out of date. 

The importers are not the only persons demand- 
ing freetrade. Free traders are mostly men who 
are obliged to sell their products in the markets of 
the world and buy the supplies they consume in 
raising the products they sell in open markets, in 
the high-priced protected markets at home. 


The agricultural laborer of this country is as 
intelligent as any in the world. How cán he com- 
pete on even terms with the Russian wheat-raiser 
when his own countrymen charge him nearly twice 
as much for the machinery they sell him, as they do 
his rivals for the machinery they sell them! And 
yet they talk of protecting the American laborer! 
Abrsham protected his gon Ishmael in just the same 
way. 

The other class of men among free traders is 
those who hav made the subject their particular 
study; for I know of scarcely a reputable writer on 
political economy (who has no ax to grind) but who 
is a free trader. It is true political. economista are 
called theorists, visionsries, and such names, but if 
calling names would kill a men some of our best 
men would hav been dead long ago. The best way 
to kill off a philosopher is to successfully refute bis 
philosophy. It will hardly do to say your theory is 
all right but you cannot put it in practice, for 
theory is simply the classification of facts put in 
concise language. 

It is most strange language to say that if there 
were free trade importers would hav nothing to do, 
and that their customers would be impoverished ; 
for the opposit, protection, would dismiss importers 
to innocuous desuetude, and how paying lesa for 
sugar would impoverish the consumers thereof is a 
mystery. . 

If money is not created by law I am at a loss to 
know how it is created. If you were to piace a $20 
gold piece on an anvil and defase the superseription, 
though in quality and quantity it were not one whit 
less, its money value is gone. Its tender will no 
longer pay a debt of $20. If money is not created 
by law, then weights and measures are not created 
by law, which we know to be the case. The value 
of a dollar is its compulsory debt-paying quality, 
and Congress can and does fix it. Of! course it is 
beyond the power of Congress to fix the purchasing 
power of money, for that would be setting a price 
on a man’s goods, a price at which he is compelled 
to part with them. I do not believe in light money, 
or cheap money, or poor money; but in discussing 
the money question it is desirable to state what we 
mean by the terms light,“ “cheap,” and ‘ poor.” 

To speak of a dollar's worth of silver in a silver 
dollar without stating a unit of measure, ia purest 
nonsense, and to advocate the use of silver as money 
because it is produced in the United States would 
apply to wheat and corn. ` It ia said that next year 
Mexico will equal this country in its product of 
silver. 

To gum up all in a few words, value is an ideal 
quality and is regulated by the owner or the one 
who desires a thing. (This has been decided by the 
Supreme Court.) And consequently the value of 
anything depends on the extent to which men think 
it ministers to their happiness. These things are 
termed wealth, and money is wealth only to the 
extent that it ministers to the happiness of man- 
kind. This it does by effecting an exchange cr 
settling a debi. If a man has got any doubt about 
the meaning of a dollar he can settle that doubt by 
attempting to make one and to purchase with it. 
The United States defi nes its position quite definitly 
on that point. 

As a matter of fact there is no such thing as gold 
money or silver money; but there is such a thing as 
United States money and British money mede of 
gold, silver, and other metals. And since 1856 or 
1857 the value of foreign coins in this country is 0. 

Taking into consideration the condition of things 
in this country—viz, the enhanced prices resulting 
from a tariff—ihe extra amount of money required 
by the extensiv division of labor and exchanges— 
the addition to our wealth of more than a billion 
and a half per year, with the infinitesimally small 
ratio of increase in our money—taking these things 
into consideration I am free to say the money of 
the United States is working the hardest of any in 
the world. 

Freethought is & good thing, but to giv to a man 
a Freethought tract with one hand and with the 
other to assist in impoverishing him, will not aid 
the cause to any appreciable extent. I suppose this 
at least to be the case. Soto be candid with you, 
Mr. Editor, I do not think Mr. Ingersoll ever wrote 
the above-mentioned article, for so grand a man 
would not make such grand mistakes. 

Kiowa, Dao. 3, 1891. Z. A. GurasEn 


—— to" 
A Christmas or New Year's Present. 


The “ Freethinkers' Pictorial Text-Book” in cloth 
binding ($2 50) is one of the best Christmas or New 
Year's presents a Liberal can make to a friend. 
Christmas is a pagan festival and Naw Year's is only 
a mark of time, but the Text-Book is a thing of 
beauty and a joy forever, and will help to rationalize 
the festival and make your friend forge! the flight of 
years. 

— — 9——— 
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A New Society of Freethought. 


I hav been urged to undertake the establishment 
of a new Liberal and independent society for the 
propagation of Freethought and to set forth the 
grounds upon which I think such & society ought to 
rest. 
the task; for the problem that presents itself is 
truly a formidable one. A meeting is called (else- 
where announced) for the launching of such a move- 
ment. If at that meeting the material foundations 
for the same are successfully laid, then I will plunge 
into the allotted labors with all my ability; but if at 
that meeting the experiment seems futil and worth- 
less and no assurances of success seem forthcoming 
then my connection with the affsir ceases. I speak 
plainly now, that I may not afterward be accused of 
halting or inconsistency. ` : 

For the society thus founded I should hope to enun- 
ciate such principles as would afford a common plai- 
form for the coalescence and fraternization of the 
various schools of reform, secular and religious. 

Iam well aware of the perils of such an undertak- 
ing. Nevertheless, I believe cartain common prin- 
ciples can be declared upon which all schools will be 
willing to unite. I will here state & few of the prin- 
ciples upon which I believe we can coalesce and co- 
operate. 

1. Theabsolute and unqualified separation between 
church and state. 

2. The abrogation of all Sunday, sumptuary, and 
religious laws. 

3, The unqualified non-censorship of the public 
press. 

4. The abrogation of the authority of the church 
in the morsls of the individual and the nation. 
Common sense, the noblest instinct of the race, is a 
safer vigilanca committee than a band of preachers 
nurtured in the effete wisdom of the medievalists. 

5. The disuse of the Bible and theological or 
religious hymns in any sacred or devotional sense 
in the curriculum of education pursued in the public 
schools. 

6. The abrogation of all laws exempting from 
taxation available church property, whereby millions 
of dollars are yearly extorted by indirection from the 
hard-earned coins of the unchurched masses, for the 
gratification of the luxurious patricians who consti- 
tute the religious aristocracy of Ohristendom. 

7. E:ernal vigilance against every overt or sur- 
reptitious attempt to weave into the declarations of 
our national Constitution any religious vestment or 
theological iuginustion. 

8 The abrogation of all laws which are unjustly 
prejudicial to the interests of the working classes. - 

9. The development of such practical schemes for 
the education of the unfortunate and the dignified 
relief of their crying wanis &s shall be compatible 
with good sense and the ameliorating environments 
of the age. (Preach down all wrong into the ears 
of those who are its beneficiaries; but while doing 
so alleviate the wants and pains of those who are its 
unpropitious victims!) - ; 

10. The gradual modifieation of the present social 
order and economic situation, from better to better, 
step by step, and persistent education along the line 
until the attainment of the distant era of peace when 
the rights and liberties of the individual shall ba 
recognized as harmonious and ccordinate with the 
rights and liberties of the collectiv body. 

11. Absolute and untrammeled freedom of thought. 
Energetic and defient protests against all bigotry 
and intellectual narrowness, whether they come in the 
frock of the priest or in the livery of the libertarian. 
Whatever our biases or preconceptions, we shall 
never be loath to accept that as truth to-day which 
yesterday we regarded as error, if the facts shall 
compel us to such conclusigns, believing with Emer- 
son that “consistency is the hobgoblin of little 
minds.” 

Why should not a great popular movement based 
upon such purely humsnitarien principles and 
wholly devoid of theological bias or religious super- 
naturalism succeed in this age? 

In spite of the atrocities and barbarities of her 
career, in spite of her bloodguiltiness and undis- 
guised repudiation of the simplicity of her so-called 
savior's teachings, the church of Christ has developed 
from a mere handful of men till to-day she controls 
the entire world. 

Why? 

Because she has behind her some mysterious and 
undiscernible force which she blandly calls God, and 
assumes that the hierarchies of heaven are subject to 
her beck ? 

Not at all. 

Simply because, in spite of her vapid supernatural- 
ism and diaphanous hypocrisy, she has touched the 
chords of humanity and played upon the sympathies 
of the race. She bas aggregated, organized, and 
utilized the human and social forces which pervade 
the race, and holding these as in a leash has guided 
the world whithersoever she chose to lead it. 

Here, then, is the keynote of success for all purely 
natural and humanitarian movements. Devoid of the 
thin gauze of the supernatural and the false hope of 


I bav not yet consented to commit myself to 
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are not confined to the country in which they are 
made, but soon become universally known, and it is 
therefore little to be wondered at that Ohristian 
missionaries are not so favorably received in “ heathen 
lends” as the missionary societies would wish. The 
Chinese are by no means to be commended for kill- 
ing the Ohristians in King Chou and elsewhere, but. 
they may think that is the only way of ridding them- 
selva of people whose religion covers so many 
rascalities. Persecution is always bad, whatever 
orm it takes, and it is never resorted to in Christian 
countries. Stoning the small band of Mohammedans 
in Liverpool, imprisoning Freethinkers and Socialists, 
is not to be considered as persecution, but only 
a mild form of argument used for the benefit of the 
recipients of these little Obristian attentions. 

The vicar of Old Buckenham, Norfolk, has appealed 
to the archbishop of Oanterbury to make an imme- 
diate effort to secure some additions to the incomes 
of the poor clergy, in order that they may not be 
reduced to bankruptcy. The first suggestion natu- 
rally is to appeal to the public, and the fourth and 
last is for the bishops to contribute according to 
their means, but no doubt when the scheme is fully 
formulated this last one will be excluded, although 
it is the only one that should be recognized. 

There is a building at the east end of London known 
as the Red church, and this having been declared 
structurally unsafe, the vicar has been summoned 
for disobeying the order to put it in proper repair. 
The vicar said he was not the owner, and no one 
knew who was. The parson bad appealed to the 
parishioners, who said they would see him a long 
way off first, as they had already, much to their dis- 
gust, to pay rates to support two other churches in 
the district, so things are at a standstill, and will no 
doubt remain so till it falls down and kills a few of 
the callous parishioners. 

The “Little Georgia Magnet,” otherwise Mrs. 
Abbott, is doing well with her tricks, and seems able 
to bamboozle large audiences. A reporter on the 
Star newspaper claims to hav discovered how it is 
done, and has arrived at the same conclusion as your 
correspondent, Mr. W. P. Butler. In the mean time 
the lady draws well, and secures a salary of £150 
per week. The exposure has done her no harm, and 
.has really been a good advertisement. As usual, 
the majority of people believe in her magnetic” 
powers. What a good thing it is for fraud that 
there are 80 many fools with money. J. D. 
— 


Effect of the World's Fair on the Human 


Race. 
From the Itustrated World's Fair. : 

The great Fair should be for the intellectual, me- 
chanical, artistic, political, and social advancement of 
the world. 

Nations, like small communities, are in danger of 
becoming provincial, and must become so, unless they 
exchange commodities, theories, thoughts, and ideals. 
Isolation is the soil of ignorance, and ignorance is 
the soil of egotism, and nations, like individuals who 
liv apart, mistake provincialism for perfection, and 
hatred of all other nations for patriotism. With 
most people, strangers are not only enemies, but in- 
feriors. They imagin that they are progressiv be- 
cause they know little of others, and compare their 
present, not with the present of other nations, but 
with their own past. 

Few people hav imagination enough to sympathize 
with those of a different complexion, with those pro- 
fessing another religion or speaking another lan- 
guage, or even wesring garments unlike their own. 
Most people regard every difference between them- 
selvs and others as an evidence of the inferiority of 
the others. They hsv not intelligence enough to put 
themselvs in the place of another if that other 
happens to be outwardly unlike themselvs. 

Countless agencies hav been af work for many 
years destroying the hedges of thorn that hav so long 
divided nations, and we at last are beginning to see 
that other people do not differ from us, except in the 
same particulars that we differ from them. At last, 
nations are becoming acquainted with each other, and 
they now know that people everywhere are substan- 
tislly the same. We now know that, while nations 
differ outwardly in form and feature, somewhat in 
theory, philosophy, and creed, still, inwardly—that 
is to say, so far as hopes and passions are concerned 
they are much the same, having the same fears, ex- 
periencing the dame joys and sorrows. So we are 
beginning to find that the virtues belong exolusivly 
to no race, to no creed, and to no religion; that the 
humanities dwell in the hearts of men, whomever and 
whatever they may happen to worship. We hav at 
last found that every creed is of necessity a provin- 
cislism, destined to be lost in the universal. 

At last, Science extends an invitation to all nations, 
and places at their disposal its ships and cars; and 
when these people meet—or rather, the represents- 
tivs of these people—they will fiad that, in spite of 
the accidents of birth, they are, after all, about the 
same; that their sympathies, their ideas of right 
and wrong, of virtue and vies, of heroism and honor, 
are substantially alike. They will find that in every 


post mortem redemption, such a movement must 
plainly and proudly manifest to the age that potent 
force which, utilized by the race, will result in its 
uplifting and amelioration. 

Liberalism has too often failed because founded 
upon negation. Negation is a vacuum. The human 
mind cannot feed upon a vacuum. Liberalism must 
assert and affirm, if it hopes to abide. Liberalism 
has too often foundered mid-sea upon the rock of 
disputation, beating the empty sir with the fisticuffs 
of vain discussion. Liberalism must seiza the forces 
that conserve, coalesce, and fraternize the race, if she 
hopes to escape disaster. Liberalism must do as 
well as damn; must rear as well as ruin! Merély 
to dissipate the clouds will not suffice unless 
thereby the sunlit heavens are revealed. Therefore 
the platform upon which Liberals build should be 
free as the air, broad as the world, and clear as the 
daylight. Let every problem be discussed, every 
thought analyzed, every philosophy penetrated. 
Let the mind be free to soar whitherscever it will in 
gearch of intellectual food and the pabulum of 
wisdom. 

But let not Liberalism forget the Heart of man. 
The soul of sensibilities is the fathomless reservoir 
out of which must pour the flood of human consola- 
tion and human amelioration. Weak is the heart 
and strong is the head; still ever is the heart the 
leader and the head the laggard. : 

Methodism succeeded despite her fatuous theology 
and her medieval vestments, because she discerned 
this secret of the race and based her religious 
enthusiasm upon the sympathies and necessities of 
the human heart. The yearnings of the race are not 
anachronisms or anomalies, to be shattered by the 
iconcclast’s club ; they are potencies and prophecies, 
which intelligently nurtured become the restorers 
and saviors of mankind. l 

The New Liberalism, the Liberalism which is to 
sweep the age, and establish the Church of Freedom 
or Church of Truth, is the Liberalism which, building 
upon the intellectual triumphs of the past, shall unite 
the proud philosophy of the age with the plodding 
practicalities of life—shall hitch stars to common 
Ser whose and cause comets to course the paths of 
earth. E 

Defying the dead past and the moribund present 
with all their biases snd hypoerisies, their foibles 
and fallacies, the New Liberalism lifts on high the 
torch of knowledge for all the world, that men may 
walk wisely, that the race may be knit together in 
common brotherhood, and that the love of. truth 
may be the universal genius guiding the human 
kind amid the uncertainties. of existence. 

Such is the proclamation upon which I would 
seek to found the new Society of Human Progress. 
If there are enough to ccóperste with me, to en- 
courage me, to build with me, I balieve this child of 
hope may be born in the travail of enthusiasm in a 
single night, if all who are of one mind will congre- 
gate. HENRY FRANK. 

——— 


Our London Letter. 


The National Sunday League is doing grand work 
in making the first day of the week more cheerful 
than it used to be. Now that the seaside excursions 
promoted by the society during the summer months 
are over, Sunday evening entertainments are given 
in various parts of London, consisting of lectures 
by able men, followed by music and singing by those 
who understand their work. It is quite possible the 
churches suffer by such superior attractions, conse- 
quently the preaching community is greatly dis- 
turbed, and has put forward a champion in the person 
of the secretary of the Lord’s Day Observance 
Society, who threatens to take action against those 
responsible for all secular entertainments given on 
Sunday. An act of Parliament passed & century 
ago will be hauled out of its obscurity as an instru- 
ment to wreak vengeance against the parson’s ene- 
mies; but whether the threat will be carried out 
remains to be seen, as the league has the means and 
will make a stiff fight, and it will cost the bigots no 
inconsiderable trifle even if they succeed in getting 
# conviction. There is a large and increasing num- 
ber of Londoners who are heartily tired of the clerical 
party, and will not readily submit to the priestly 
yoke being placed upon their necks now that they. 
hav tasted the sweets of freedom. 

Considering the continual exposures of clerical 
doings, it would be the better policy of the tribe to 
keep quiet for a time. Dr. Olutterbeck, just sentenced 
to the ridiculously short term of four vears' penal 
servitude, for embezzling about £40,000; the Rev. 
S. J. Ootton, committed for trial on charges of bru- 
tality to children and manslaughter ; S. Whalley, a 
pious solicitor, so pious that he had a little oratory in 
his office where he “had passed many happy hours in 
silent communion with his maker,” as he told a con- 
fiding client, has swindled to an enormous extent, 
and might hav gone ou still further in the same 
direction if death had not claimed him—are three 
instances made public in the space of a few days as 
to the powerful effect for good a belief in Christ has 
upon man. These disclosures, thanks to the press, 


. the world; and it is the hope of the really civilized 
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land honesty is honored, truth respeeted and ad- 
mired, and that generosity and charity touch all 
hearts. 82 ; 

So it is of the greatest importance that the inven- 
tions of the world should be brought benesth one roof. 
These inventions, in my judgment, are- destined to 
be the liberators of mankind. They enslave forces 
and compel the energies of nature to work for msn. 
These forces hav no backs to feel the lash, no tears 
to shed, no hearts to break. 

The history of the world demonstrates that man 
becomes what we call civilized by increasing his 
wants. As his necessities increase, he becomes in- 
dustrious and energetic. If his heart does not keep 
pace with his brain, he is cruel, and the physically or 
mentally strong enslave the physically or mentally 
weak. At present these inventions, while they hay 
greatly increased the countless articles needed by 
man, hav to a certain extent enslaved mankind. In 
a savage state there are few failures. Most anyone 


succeeds in hunting and fishing. The wants are-few | 


and easily supplied. As man becomes civilized, 
wants increase; or rather as wants increase man be- 
comes civilized. Then the struggle for existence be- 
comes complex; failures increase. 

The first result of the invention of machinery has 
been to increase the wealth of the few. The hope 
of the world is that through invention man can 
finally take such advantage of these forces of nature, 
of the weight of water, of the forca of wind, of 
steam, of electricity, that they will do the work of 


that these inventions will finally cease to be the 
property of the few, to the end that they may do the 
work of all for ail. i 

When those who do the work own the machines, 
when those who toil control the inventions, then, 
and not till then, can the world be civilized or free. 
When these forces shall do the bidding of the indi- 
vidual, when they become the property of the 
mechanic instead of the monopoly, when they be- 
long to labor instead of what is called capital, when 
these great powers are as freo to the individual 
laborer as the air and light are now free bo all, then, 
and not until then, the individual will be restored 
and all forms of slavery will disappear. 

Another great benefit will come from the Fair. 
Oiher nations in some directions are more artistic 
than wo, but no nation has made the common as 
beautiful as we bav. We hav given beauty of form 
to machines, to common utensils, to the things of 
every day, and hav thus laid the foundation for pro- 
ducing the artistic in its highest possible forms. It 
will be of great benefit to us to look upon the paint- 
ings and marbles of the Old World. To see them is 
an education. 

The great republic has lived a greater poem than 

the brain and heart of man hav as yet produced, and 
we hav supplied material for artists and poets yet 
unborn ; material for form and color and song. The 
republic is to-day art’s greatest market. 

Nothing is so well caloulated to. make friends of 
all nations as to really become acquainted with the 

. best that each has produced. The nation that has 
produced a great poet, a great artist, n great states- 
man, a great thinker, takes its place on sn equality 
with other nations of the world, and transfers to all 
of its citizons some of the genius of its most illustri- 
ous men. 

This great Fair will be an object-leason to the other 
nations. They will see the result of a government 

: republican in form, where the people are the source 
or authority, where governors and presidenis are 
servanta—not rulers. We want all nations to see 
the Great Republic as it is, to study and understand 
its growth, development and destiny. We want 
them to know that here, under our flag, are sixty- 
five millions of people and that they are the best fed, 
the best clothed and the best housed in the world. 
We want them to know that we are solving the great 
social problems, and that we are going to demor- 
atrate the right and power of man to govern himself. 
We want the subjects of other nations to see & land 
fillled with citizons—not subjects; a land in which 
the pew is above the pulpit; where the people are 
superior to the state; where legislators are repre- 
sentative and where authority means simply the duty 
to enforce the people’s will. E 

Let us hope above all things that this Fair will 
bind the nations together closer and stronger; and 
let us hope that this will result in the settlement of 
all national difficulties by arbitration instead of war. 
In a savage state, individuals settle their own diffi- 

. culties by an appesl to force. After & time these 
individuals agree that their difficulties shall be set- 
tled by others. This is the first great step toward 
civilization. The result is the establishment of 
courts. Nations at present sustain to each other the 
same relations that savage does to savage. Each 
nation is left to decide for itself, and it generally de- 
cides according to its strength—not the strength of 
its side of the case, but the strength of its army. 
The consequence is that what is called the Law of 
Nations is a savage code. The world will never be 
civilized until there is an international court. Sav- 
ages begin to be civilized when they submit their diffi- 


culties to their peers. Nations will become civilized 
when they submit their difficulties to a great court, 
the judgments of which can be carried out, al] nations 
pledging the ccoperation of their armies and their 
navies for that purpose. 
Fair shall result in hastening the coming of that time 
it will be a blessing to the whole world. 


worthy of Ohieago, the most wonderful city of the 
world—of Illinois, the best State in the Union—of 
the United States, the best country on the earth. It 
will eclipse all predecessors in every department. 
It will represent the progressiv spirit of the Nine- 
teenth Century. Beneath its ample roofs will be: 
gathered the treasures of Art, and the accomplish- 
ments of Soience. 
be laid the triumphs of our 
‘land. 


delphia Congress of the American Secular Union, we 
conclude that the organization is almost defunct. 
This congress is characterized in that paper as the 
shortest and meanest one yet. 


of the Westorook-Craddock policy. Not that we 
are wanting in respect for Judge Westbrook and 
Miss Oraddock, who hav for some time been its 
president and secretary, but because we could see no 
element of success in their methods. 


was for the best, but time has not shown it to be 
the best, and long ago we felt sure it would not. 
In their desire to enlist certain half-bearted, con- 
gervativ Liberals in its behalf, which of course we 
would be glad to hav done, they hav antagonized 
the only real, out and out, aggressiv friends the 
Uaion ever had. 


If the holding of this great 


And here let me prophesy: The Fair will be 


At the feet of the Republic will 
race, the best of every 

RoBERT G. INGERSOLL. 

—— € o — 


The American Secular Union. 
J. D. Shaw in the Independent Pulpit. 
From Tur Trurs Szexer’s report of the Phila- 


We hav never had any faith in the effectivness 


We believe they hav done what they thought 


We are now to hav a new administration and we 


hope it will adopt a new policy, for if it does not 


the organization might as well disband. The new 
officers are: President, O. B. Waite; vice-presidents, 
J. F. Gaeting, Dr. Greer, W. S. Andres, and E. M, 
Greer; secretary, Mrs. M. A. Freeman; treasurer, 
M. Reiman. 

Of these we know very little, except that Judge 
Waite, the president, is an able lawyer and the 


author of & valuable book, “ History of the Christian 
Religion to the Year 200 av.” Mrs. Freemen, the 
new secretary, is a lecturer, of whom we hav seen 


many favorable reports, and the present secretary of 
the Ohicago Secular Union. So far we hav had no 
intimation of what poliey this administration will 


pursue, and await future developments with a good 


deal of anxiety, earnestly wishing for it greater suc- 
cess than has ever yet been realized by those preced- 
ing it. 

We hav never lost our interesb in the success of 
the Union, nor our faith in the justice of its de- 
mande, and whatever may befali the present organi- 
zation, we mean to work for a Secular government, 
and we believe this will some day be accomplished, 
if not by the American Secular Union, by some other 
organization. 

We would be pleased to hav the joint ccopera- 
tion of Spiritualists, Free Religionists, Unitarians, 
and Saventh Day Adventists, in working for the 
Nine Demands of Liberalism, and there is no good 
reason why this may not be realized, but the Lib- 
erals must not seek such alliances by compromising 
with orthodox religion. But for the bigotry and 
selfishness of religion there would be no occasion 
for those demands, and the nearest, if not the only 
way to their accomplishment is by the overthrow of 
superstition. — - 

Those so-called Liberals who hold themselvs aloof 
from eli antagonism of orthodoxy are not entirely 
useless to us in the struggle for Freethought, but 
they are of very little use. Oompared to the aggres- 
siy Liberals, in the army of Freethinkers, they 
remind one of the chaplains and hospital “rats” that 
always find shelter in the rear cf fighting army. 

If the principles of the American Secular Uaion 
ever prevail in this country, it will be when Liberal- 
ism triumphs over superstition, and that it can 
never do by a half-carnest, half-hearted compromise. 
ing policy. We must not hesitate to meet orthodoxy 
in open fight ; we must come to blows with bigotry, 
and hit superstition from the shoulder. 

We make no war upon other and more conservativ 
Liberals nor do we war upon Liberal Christians. 
Oar fight is with superstition, and with it we make 
no compromise. We-make it, too, on intellectual 
grounds, and for weapons use reason, facts, and 
arguments, drawn from science, history, observation, 
and experience. We abhor invectiv and vituperation. 
For the victims of superstition we hava feeling of 
pity and kindness, but for superstition itself we hav 
loathing and contempt. It is superstition we fight 
and not the people who are enslaved by it. We hav 
been so enslaved and owe our present freedom to 
reason, hence by reason we seek to emancipate 
others. 


throw superstition. 
aggressiv spirit. 
methods, and no organization can expect to secular- 
ize this country that opposes such methods. 
fact that a man or an organization is Liberal counts 
but little in the fight with superstition. 
and organizitions should oppose 
They should show its unfitness to thrive and rescue 
from if the people upon whom ii preys. 
is done Secularism can flourish, but not until then. 


The let-orthodoxy-alone ” policy will never over- 
It must be met with an 
It must be overcome by rational 


The 


Sach men 
superstition. 


When this 


a — 
Lecturer Putnam Banqueted. 
From the Stockton, Cal., Daily Independent. 

At a reception which was given last Friday 


night at the residence of Charles Haas to Samuel P. 
Putnam, the Liberal League lecturer, progressiv 
eucher was played and a repast was then served. 
W. F. Freeman, who presided at the table and acted 
as toastmaster, said, when the ladies and gentlemen 
sat down : 


“Giving thanks before meals is not yet an obso- 


lete custom. Personally, I believe in it, and if by a 
miracle this elegant and sumptuous repast was pro- 
vided I should deem it appropriate to thank God for 
it. 
vided by the ladies and the wine presented by A. 
Schell, I shall, on behalf of those present, revarently 
and effectionately thank them for it.” 


But as the eatables and decorations were pro- 


The toasts and those who responded to them 


were: 


* Our honored guest, poet and author, soldier and 


lecturer, & symposium of talents, which can edify and 
please us in our homes, defend us upon the battle- 
field, and represent Liberalism upon the platform.” 
Responded to by Mr. Putnam. 


* Freethought, national, its growth and influence." 


H. B. Loomis. 


* Freethought local, a retrospect of its history.” 


Dr. A. T. Hudson, first president of the Pioneer 


Liberal Society of Stockton. l 

“Germany, its people and its literature, true to 
the principles of Freethought.” Dr. A. T. Hudson. 

„Organization and methods of presenting our 
opinions to the public.” Victor Heck. 

“The Liberal press and literature.” Putnam. 

“The society of Turn Verein, although an offspring 
of a government of kings, is an exemplar cf sivil, 
political, and religious liberty in its broadest sense, 
ever ready to acojerate for their promotion or 
defense." Oharles Wagner. 

— . — —j—C—õ—— 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W. S. Bett will lecture at Pho iix, Ariz., December 27th, 
28th, 29th; San Pasquale, Cal., January 2d, 3d. 


JohN R. CHARLESWORTR'S present lecture appointments 
are as follows: December 27th, 28th, Centralia; 30 ch, 81at, 
Waterloo, Io d.; January 10th, Columbus, O; 11th, 12th, 
Shreve; 24th, Kent; 27th, 28th, Farmdale; 29th, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 


Ter regular Friday evening meeting of the Manhattan 
Liberal Club will be held as usual on Friday, December 
25th, which this year happens to be Christmas. Instead of 
the regular form of lecture and debate, there will be an i'lus- 
trated (lantern) lecture òn ‘‘The Ssven Wonders of the 
Human Body and Some of Its Freaks," by E. B. Foote, Jr., 
M.D. Visitors are requested to be in their seats before 8.15, 
at German Masonic Hail, 220 E. 15:h street. 


— —— — 
Evening and the Grave. 


Another day, on fading ray, 
Now wings his flight from earth away; 
Another sun his course has run, 
Another day of toil is done. 
In peace the day comes after night ; 
In peace it givs its midday light ; 
In peace let day depart and go, 
And with it all its care and woe. 
Blessed be the gun that givs the light ; 
And blessed the shadows of the night. 
In glory came the sun and day ; 
In glory pass they both away. 


The phantom night, in hasty flight, 

Up from the east comes into sight; 

On shadowy wings it darkness brings 

O'er living forms and lifeless things. 
Come, starry night; come, moonlit sky ; 
A longer night comes by and by 
When in death’s garb the soul is dressed, 
And sleeps the sleep of endless rest. 
Then shall this being cease to be 
A wave upon life's troubled sea; 
This whirlwind cloud of dust and force 
Shall end its being and its course. 


No specter sight in shadowy night, 

More than in day of sun and light; 

No fairy host, no golden ghost, 

Comes to the brave from deathland's coast. 
No mysteries beyond the grave 
More than in life. Be true and brave; 
Each day you meet the unforetold, 
Yet fear not what the morrow holds. 
Night is the absence of the day, 
And death is naught but life away. 
Blessed be the day that brought us life, 
And blessed the day that ends its strife. 


O. L. CALLEOOD. 
— ip 
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On the Pacific Coast. 


Nies and Notes. 

A bright evening, a full house, closed the campaign 
at Lemoore. The lateh-string is always out here, 
and a cordial invitation to come back. My friend 
Dr. Moore, one of the founders of the place, is now 
absent. His wife has died since I was here. The 
memory of these friends is delightful, mingled with 
the d&rkness that is inevitable the starlight shining 
with remembrance and hope. 

I enjoyed the pleasant little home of Mr. and-Mrs. 
P. Ting, who are now located here. They were for- 
merly in the Kaweah colony, which has met with 
such pathetic failure. It is difficult to decide just 
where the blame lie8 for this ending of so many 
bright hopes. But I guess it is in the faults and 
frailties of human nature as it is. Cooperation and 
individuality seem to be conflicting elements. It will 
probably take ages to unfold the wisdom that will 
harmonize these splendid possibilities without de- 
stroying the glory of each. 

My somewhat hermit friend, Dr. Morse, enjoys 
philosophy and poetry in his modest cabin. Shak- 
gpere, Shelley, Pope, Voltaire, Paine, make golden 
light in the shadowy evening hour. The splendor 
of genius illuminates the veteran’s path. 

Fox and Sweetland, comrades true and generous ; 
the Cunninghams, bold reformers, who believe. in 
labor's coming triumph; Dr. B. Hamlin and wife; 
W. M. Gill, of the Lemoore Zeader, and others 
make up our genial forces, and there will always be 
sunshine for the Freethought toiler in this fruitful 
region. 5 

Saturday morning early I leave the warm fireside 
of my friends the Foxes, where the Liberal spirit, 
both of the here and the hereafter, prevails. 
Whether there are spirits or not I do not know, but 
my friends behold their shining garments, and I am 
sure, if there is anything in the “unseen universe,” 
it flung its beauty upon that sunny morning of my 
departure. 

Rapidly away to the criptural land of Goshen, 
and thence to Modeston, and thence by stage 
in the cool and brilliant evening air over the vast 
plains to Oakdale, stretches my far and winding 
journey. Oakdale has quite a lively element of Free- 
thought. The camp fires glow here and the heart 
warms. I lecture on Saturday night to a full house. 
Dr. J. M. Endicott makes a stirring introductory 
address, which giva the key-note of the campaign. 
On Sunday afternoon I lecture on “The Rligious 
Conspiracy.” Dr. Endicott makes an excellent 
speech on “ Kaowledge and Belief.” In the evening 
every seat is occupied with one of the best audi- 
ences I bav addressed. Oakdale is on the front line 
of the Liberal movement. Fifty one names are on 
the list of those who contributed to ihe expenses. 

The Free Methodists made a dash at Freethought, 
with true chivalrous devotion to their cause. They 
sang in the cold night air, and the clarion voice of 
the preacher was heard. They summoned to the 
walls of Zion. Don’t be cold and indifferent,“ gaid 
the exhorter; investigate, investigate.” I attended 
the Sunday services, and was willing to investigate ; 
but I do not believe the preacher came to my lecture 
to investigate what he declared was correct—if he 
would only investigate both sides. Ido not know 
whether any souls were saved, but our ranks remained 
undiminished. 

Dr. J. M. Endicott and Dr. R. H. Endicott are 
our accomplished supporters here. Occupying a 
high position in their profession, they are still free 
and independent, and giv Liberalism a character in 
the community. I am under obligations to them for 
their generous ccoperation and for social and intel- 
lectual enjoyment. I am in hopes that J. M. 
Endicott will some time hawthe leisure to devote his 
services to the Liberal lecture field. He has the 
points well mastered, and can deliver them with 
vigor and effect. He has had a lively experience in 
politics, and knows how to make s rattling campaign. 
I think he can knock out theology as easily as St. 
John was knocked out, whom the Kansas politicians 
dubbed equal to Jesus, but who was buried never- 
theless beneath a stupendous majority, which the 
doctor helped to make. There is one question the 
doctor propounds which would certainly puzz!e the 
astutest theologian: “ Where was the devil during 
the flood?” The fountains of the great deep were 
broken up, hell was submerged, the fires were put 
out; what in the devil did the devil do with himself 
during this racket? John Hubbell, H. Dickson, 
J. R. Horseley, Jr., Prowse brothers, and many 
more are on the roll. I mark Oakdale as one of the 
shining points in the pathway of reform. 

Monday I visit Red Mountain Vineyard, twelv 
miles from Oskdale. Iam glad to meet again Mr. 
A. Schell, who has been such a valiant warrior for 
Freethought—always at the head of the column 
when there is anything to do or dare. His mind is 
clear and bright, ferrless of death. I hope it will be 
many along day before the stars of memory shine 
cver the “windowless palace of rest. Mr. Schell 


and Mr. and Mrs. Herrick Schell I also meet in this 
beautiful home, and other friends. It is a lovely 
day's journey from Oakdale to Kuight’s Ferry and 
return. The distant snowy pesks are shining. The 
soft green hills with fringe of woods roll away from 
the meandering river. I start when morning’s sun. 
shine floods the landscspes with warm delight, and 
come to the finish while evening’s changing splendor 
drops into the immeasurable night, and the twinklirg 
lights of Oakdale merge into the glory of the count 
less stars. 


On Thursday morn'ng I speed in the sunshine and 


fresh breeze to Modesto, where I giv three lectures. 
This is a pioneer town ; Colonel Kelso used fo reside 
here and shake up the dry bones of orthodoxy; bu* 
for many years the light of Freethought has glowed 
dimly, and it is difficult to rally the old guard. No 


wonder—there are seven churches in Modesto, and | 


they want no Infidels on the ranch. However, 
Modesto has great capabilities; there sre stanch 
Liberals, and our Spiritualist friends stand in the 
front rank. 

Captain James, one of the earliest settlers of tbis 
country, initiates the movement for the present series 
of lectures. It was an experiment and on the whole 
something has been gained. 

I gave three lectures in Good Templars’ Hall; the 
first evening was stormy and not a great many were 
out. Rov. Mr. Briggs, of the Christian church, pu: 
in an appearance, and took notes. I spoke upon the 
“Demands of Liberalism,” and when I had explained 
them called for debate. Instantly Rav. Mr. Briggs 
was upon his feet. Instead, however, of a doughty 
warrior, I had only a genial critic who admitted that 
all I said was sbout right. He did not make any 
issue upon the Sunday question. He frankly de- 
clared that if it had been in order he would have 
cracked the ceiling with his smens in indorsement of 
many things I ssid. He was not in favor of a union 
of church and state. I told him that as we sgreed 
on the question of human rights, it was now profit- 
able to proceed to our points of difference, nemely, 
the Bible, was it divine or human? I challenged 
him to a discussion on that question. He expressed 
his regret that he could not be present at my follow- 
ing lectures on “The Bible” and “Freethought 
snd Morality,” but declared his readiness to meet 
me at some future time. At the close of the meeting 
he came forward and shook hands. I guess he has 
the courage of his convictions, and will defend his 
faith. I had largely increased numbers at my sus- 
ceeding lectures, and am hopeful of the progress to 
be made at this point. At the last lecture of the 
series I read my public challenge to Rev. Mr. Brigge 
to debate the following some time in January: Re- 
solved, That the Bible is the divinely inspired word 
of God.” If the debate takes place it will stir up the 


orthodox pulse of Modesto, and light will flasb.. 


The Liberals of Modesto are anxiously waiting to 
see if the reverend champion will stand by his word. 
In his own pulpit he has flung down the gauntlet to 
the Infidel. Will he dare to meet bim on a fair field 
with no favor? Evidently he has plenty of faith in 
himself—but bas he sufficient faith in the Bible? 

I hav had a most agreeable social intercourse in 
Modesto. I enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. 
O. Lee. Mr. Lee is a contributor to many journals. 
He is a Liberal Spiritualist and wields a trenchant 
pen against the old theology. Professor and Mre. 
Twombly were with us at the same time, and I found 
them agreeable friends. Professor Twombly is to 
giv a series of lectures on anthropology and kindred 
subjects after mine. He seems to be a sensible 
tcientific refornier. 

S. L. Hanscom, of the Modesto Herald, is an 
editor who dares to tackle wrong wherever he sees 
it. He has experienced rough times, and met darger’s 
front. His enemies hav tried to hang bim ard to shoot 
him, but he still live, and bis attacks are as vigorous 
as ever. All the Hanscoms are Liberals. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. and Mrs. 
Thompson at their home. Mr. Thompson was not 
able to be at the lectures on account of sickness, bat 
his heart is with us. Mr. and Mrs. Lypbam, Mr. 
Geer and sons, Judge Catron, are stanch friends. 
Mr. E. M. Bemis is on the roll of Taz TRUTRH SEEKER. 
I believe the fires are beginning to burn around 
these seven churches, and the cold shadows will dis- 
appear. 

Modesto is a pretty place with twenty-five hun- 
dred inhabitants and an excellent country about it. 
Grain has been the great commodity in the past. 
The land is farmed on a large scale. There are but 
few small holdings. Fruits, however, are extensivly 
cultivated, and the immense acreage is being broken 
up into orchards and vineyards, and a hundred 
homes will one day shine where now there is only 
one. The material prosperity of Modesto has been 


‘hampered by monopolies, but the day of the people 


is coming. SamĮmorL P. Pornam. 


Modesto, Dec. 11, 1891 
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FrehrIxd is a soldier’s religion; I never changed 
that. The other is the affair of women and priests. 
—Napoleon Bonaparte. 


professions. 
morality, rule of life, is all summed up in one word— 
justice. Kuowing our duty, able to perform it, is 
there any justice in shirking it—in leaving to others 


: The Cause at Large. 


INDIVIDUAL EFFORT THE DUTY OF EVERY LIBERAL 
Infidels despise those who fail to liv up to their 
Oar whole creed, faith, code of 


or deaving undone the work we can and ought to 
do? : 

There is no longer any shadow of pretext for 
depending on the so-called national organization. 
The American Secular Union never proved a brilliant 
success. For years it has kept the word of promis 
to our ear, only to break it to our hope.” As a 
pansy or Theistical-Usitarian society it was a 
wretched failure. Under the last administration, 
claiming to be an organization of Liberals, it sailed, 
or, to speak more correctly, it “stagnated” under 
false colors. The Liberal Union died long ago; 
feeble attempts hav been made to galvanize it into 
seeming life, but decomposition was too far advanced. 
“The offense was rank and smelled to heaven.” 
Lat us be thankful —vwithout proclamation—that at 
last it is buried. : . 

It is useless to lament the past, to denounce the 
errors of the dead, or rehearse the wrongs per- 


petrated, only as we refer to them in order to profit 


by the experience and avoid similar mistakes. 

More real service was rendered to the cause, more 
actual good was accomplished, by the few dollars 
sent to TRR TRUH Szexer fund for free distribution 
of Liberal literature than by all the thousands of 
dollars contributed to the American Secular Union. 

Organization is absolutely necessary to success ; 
but it must be real, practical, efficient, with clearly 
defined aim and objects, and definit practical plan 
of work, ways and means steadily employed to 
secure those objects, and zeal, ability, and self- 
sacrificing devotion to the cause on the part of its 
officers and prompt regular payment of dues by its 
members. 

Having no longer the scap»goat of the national 
Union on which to lay the burden of our work it is. 
self-evident that if the car of progress is to roll 
onward individual effort must giv the impetus. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER SUGGESTIONS. 

The suggestions of the Editor of Taz TRUTR 
SEEKER commend themselvs to every intelligent 
worker for the cause, and should meet appreciation 
testified by prompt response. 

All know the importance attached to a personal 
letter. The Editor of Tse Trura SERKRR has 
drafted a letter to members of Congress admirably 
adapted to the purpose in view (published in issue 
of November 28th) giving suggestions as to what to 
write that will prove of great help to many. 

Reader, do you desire to defeat the Sanday 
fanatics? Do you desire to promote justice by hav- 
ing the World's Fair open on Sunday? Do you 
wish to prevent the passing and enforcement of 
rigid Sunday jaws? Do you? Then prove it and 
show your appreciation of the admirable practical 
suggestions of the Editor of Tur Trorn SERRER, 
and at once write letters to your members of 
Congress and Senator. Write in your own style, 
use your own phraseology; you cannot be too 
urgent. But the affair cries haste and speed mus 
answer.” : 

If you think you cannot compose a letter yourself, 
then copy the first three paragraphs, No. 7, and tite 
last paragraph. 

Do not put this duty off till to-morrow. Do it to- 
day, do it now, and mail it at once. 

THE PRINTED LETTERS. 

Having written and mailed your own letter to the 
member of Oongress from your district, purchase a 
twenty-five-cent, fifty-cent, or $1 postal note and 
inclose it in a letter addressed to the Truth Seeker 
Company, 28 Lafayette place, New York, asking 
them to send you copies of letters to Oongressmen 
urging opposition to closing the World’s Fair on 
Sundays. Soon as copies are received induce every 
friend with whom you hav any influence to fill out 
blanks and mailto the member of Congress of their 
district one of those letters. 

Of course if you meet any avowed Liberal who 
has not already done so, you will urge immediate 
ac.ion, nor cesse your importunities till the letter is 
written and mailed. 

ANOTHER IMPORTANT DUTY SUGGESTED BY THE TRUTH 
SEEKER 

„We hope that whenever a Freethinker sees an 
article in his local paper in favor of opening. the 
World's Fair on Sundays he will mark it and send a . 
copy to Benjamin Butterworth, secretary Board of 
Directors of World's Fair, Rand. McNally building, 
Chicago, Ill, and another copy to John T. Dickin- 
son, secretary National Commission of World's Fair, 
at the same address. Let us make a vigorous and 
persistent fight in this matter. Our efforts must 
not slacken till the final decision is made, which may 
not be till 1893 " : 

IN ADDITION. 

Aud so there shall be plenty of such articles to 

send, let every Liberal write short articles for their 
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Queer Logic. 

Mr. Ingersoll, in his lecture -before the Ohicago 
Press Olub, telling what he meant by liberty of body, 
said: “It is to giv to every man what he earns with 
bis hands, and this great question of division has 
got to be settled even in the United States. Capital 
takes too much; labor gets too little. Labor will 
not always livin a hut with capital dwelling in a 
palace. Flesh and blood are more sacred than gold, 
and the time will come when the law will see that 
every man has the right to life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit not only of happiness, but the right to catch 
some of. it before he dies. I want to liv until there 
is such a thing as the aristocracy of labor. I want 
to liv until I find an aristocracy of honesty, of gen- 
erosity ; an aristocracy of intelligence; an aristoc- 
racy of heart and brain. I am sick of the old kind. 
I want liberty for every man. I do not believe in 
the law of supply and demand as applied to flesh 
and blood. If they who toil cannot hav some of 
the good things of this world, then I do not want 
anybody to hav them.” And yet, only a short time 
ago, he said he was in favor of compelling people 
to pay $30 a ton for steel rails, even though they 
were worth but $25 a fon—not in these words, but 
that is what it amounted to. If, reckoning the cost 
of material and labor, steel rails—or anything else, as 
to that matter—can be produced, at as fair a profit 
as Other things, the products of labor, for $25, the 
person who givs $30 is muleted out of $5; and 
mankind is no better off for the transaction. Aud 
if any person is deprived of the liberty of purchas- 
ing where he can exchange the value of the products 
of bis Iabor for the value of the produsts of other 
labor, he has not that liberby which will bring about 
the aristocracy of labor. 

Seems to me Mr. Ingersoll uses queer logic. His 
idea of liberty seems to be somewhat limited. 

Rutland, Vt. : A A. Onovrr. 


‘local newspapers, not alone on the Sunday-closing 
question but on any, each, and all of the Nine 
Demends. (Those who lack ability to do this can 
persistently coax and urge those who are competent 
to do 80.) 
This is the surest, most economical means of 
teaching many devout Ohristians who really think 
that to read an Irfilel book or paper would be a 
heinous sin. 

It is prejudice honestly engendered, instilled in 
infancy, that hss grown with their growth. They 
hav never questioned or examined the. reason of 
their faith and hope. Yet such people will eagerly 
read and seriously ponder and discuss articles on 
the subject in their own loss] papers, and once they 
sre led to investigate, the more honest and intelligent 
they are the more quickly the church loses and we 
gain a most consistent, earnest, zealous worker. 

It we claim to love liberty, to rejoice in our escape 
from the snares and mire of superstition, let us prove 
i‘ by making efforts to help others to evolute to the 
plane of mental liberty, love, and peace, where we 
find so much of happiness. 

. SEND IN THE NEEDED FUNDS. 

Let all who. can-send in contributions to the 
Truth Seeker Company, so that the Editor can 
send out Liberal pamphlets to the right persons at 
the right time. The Editor is experienced, ever 
vigilant, able, and willing to do the work, and will 
do it, as in the past, without salary, fee, or reward. 
It is our duty to supply the funds to pay for the 
publications. Now, knowing our duty, let us do it 
and do it at once. Let our acts prove that we are 
genuin Liberals. . B. REYNOLDS, 

: Secretary Washington Secular Union. 

Fremont, Wash. ' 

— 9 ——— 
Spiritism. 

In giving her experience in what is called spirit 
phenomena, Mrs. Underwood says the presence of 
her husband is necessary before she gets connected 
writing, and at one sitting asks the following ques- 
tion: *Q —What is your chief desire in regard to 
us and your communications?” The reply is: “A.— 
Show you that your ephemeral state of existence, 
with all the little troubles. which seem so terrible to 
you, are but transitory and yet necessary to spirit- 
ual development. Every hour of sorrow will in 
some future stage of being blossom into flowers of 
many happy experiences.” 

Now, if this be truth, it should be our.aim to make 
everyone as miserable as possible, so they may hav 
& rapid “spiritual development.” Begin with the 
little children and systematically work for their sor- 
row and trouble. What are fifiy or one hundred 
years of misery here to fifty quadrillion of years 
“of blossoming into flowers of happy experiences” 
in the summer-land? If Mrs. Underwood and her 
husband believe this, they should at once- begin to 
liv a cat-and-dog life, and do all they can to add to 
the “ transitory” troubles of others. At least, this 
is how it all looks to me. 

Erma DRAKE SLENKER. 


—— i. - 
Iuto and Out of Infidelity. 

I hav received a neat little pamphlet from Elijah 
P. Browa, editor of the Ram's Horn, of Indianapolis, 
Ind., which bears the title, “Into and Out of Infi- 
delity." Ia the thirty-three pages of this book Mr. 
Brown givs an account of his “conversion” to 
Christianity. 

Mr. Brown says he became an “ Infidel” because 
he was poor and his life was full of continual hard- 
ship. That is his reason. He seems to hav believed 
the heinous stories of crime in the Bible were all 
right; that the world was made in six days was to 
him a probable occurrence ; the story of the ark was 
believable, but because he was poor he became an 
Infidel. 

Well, time went on, and he bacame a prosperous 
publisher. He was no longer poor, God had 
showered his gifts upon him, so Mr. Brown went to 
one of D. L Moody's sermons. He listened to the 
famous evangelist, and, wonder of wonders, he be- 
osma suddenly a Christian. That is the story of 
Mr Brown's conversion, as told by himself. To me 
it is utterly eilly. 

Mc. Brown now claims that drunken Noah is his 
model of sobriety, licentious Lot his model of chas- 
tity, lying Jacob his model of truthfulness, and 
murderous David his model of brotherly love, and 
although he was once an “Infidel,” he is awfully 
down on them now. 

The Ram's Horn, Mr. Brown’s paper, is a weekly 
religious comic journal. The main feature of each 
issue is a drawn-out continued story called ‘ Meetin' 
Matters on the Oiderville Sirkut.“ There may be 
much of a highly moral and elevating nature in the 
* yarn,” but I confess that to me it is nearly as vul- 
gar and low as one of Moody's sermons, and the 

grammar, which is purposely “off,” is no more 80 
than the speech of evangelist Moody, who “saved” 
Mr. Brown's soul from the endless tortures of hell. 
Every unbeliever should read Mr. Brown's fanny 
little pamphlet, and his great religious comic weekly 
(wenkly). C. J. 


— a to ͤ ꝓ—äSͤ 

Send Stamp for printed Letters to Con- 
gressmen on the Sunday opening of the 
World's Fa'r. When you receive thew, ad- 
dress them to your Congrersman, sign ycur 
name, ard send them to him at Washington, 
D.C. And if youcan afford to, pu: in some- 
thing for the Literature Fund, which enables 
us to print these letters. 


— . 
English and American Protestantism. 
From the New York Tribune. ` 

Last summer a distinguished American clergyman 
preached a sermon before the International Congre 
gational Concil in London so intensely Oalvinistic in 
its tone as to amaze even the most conservativ of 
English Congregationalists, who did not imsgin that 
any representativ clergymen to-day held such views. 
And when the Ecumenical Methodist Conference was 
held in Washington last Ostober the theological lib- 
erality of many English Methodists amazed their 
American brethren, who would classify as heretics 
men in this country holding similar opinions. These 
two incidents emphasize a fact not generally under. 
stood, namely, that. English Protestantism bas left 
American Protestantism far behind in its attempt to 
adjust itself to the needs of modern life. We hav,” 
says Dr. Conder, one of the most distinguished of 
English Congregationalists, “lost orthodoxy, but hav 
gained Christ. The old theology did not perish under 
the assault of a rival system: it did not not quail be- 
fore a logic more rigorous than itsown. It expired 
because an atmosphere had been created in which it 
could not breathe.” Similarly Professor Simon, an- 
other distinguished English Oongregationalict, de 
scribes the results of this revolutionary. reaction 
against dogma: “Scarcely is a passing reference 
now made to the divine sovereignty; the divine de- 
crees and predestination hav been exorcised ; election 
has been metamorphosed. In dealing with man, our 
starting-point is less and less distinctly the fall, in- 
herited depravity, guilt, and moral inability; instead 
we dwell on his filial relation to God, either by nat- 
ure or in Ohrist, on the good that is to be found even 
in the worst, on his weakness, conflicts, sorrows, 
misfortunes, and assert either his freedom or blame- 
lessness for the lack thereof. On the question of 
man’s future destiny we are in the main divided be- 
tween Universalism, the doctrin of life in Ohrist, the 
Larger Hope, and various phases of a non-committal 
position—the sterner views of a generation ago seem 
to hav well-nigh disappeared." 

Now, what these gentlemen say of English Oon- 
gregationalism is true in a measure of the whole of 
British Protestantism, including the Angliéan church. 
Mr. Spurgeon's denunciation of the Liberal drift in 
the Baptist churches as the “down grade in theol- 
ogy” will ba recalled by all, and becomes especially 
Bignificant when it is remembered that Mr. Spurgeon 
is almost the only conspicuous English Baptist who 
adheres to the old views. The Liberalism of the 
Eaglish Methodists has already been referred to. 
Broad Churchism in the English establishment is 
rapidly growing in power and influence, and the 
younger wing of the High Ohureh party, represented 
by the authors of Lux Mundi,” is busily engaged 


consciousness of the age. 
great Presbyterian branch of British Protestantism, 
we find the revolution in thought and belief equally 
startling. 
changed its theology that, as Dr. Bradford recently 
said, such a controversy as that over Professor 
Briggs would be laughed off the stage in Great 
Britain. 


in minimizing dogmas that are unacceptable to the! 


When we turn to the 


In all its divisions it has so radicaily 


Now, why is it that while British Protestantism ia 


thus moving forward, or backward, if you will—at 
any rate, it is moving—Awmerican Protestantism 
is virtually standing still intellectually’ There 
are many answers to this question. 
tking, Europe is the center and source of ali original 
religious speculation, and so we get fresh religious 
ideas in this country only after they hav tesome 
commonplaces there. 
well points out, England has revised its theology be- 
cause its social problems hav made such a revision 
necessary. American social problems hav not yet 
reached a stage where the good offices cf religion 
seem necessary. And so our preachers go on preach- 
ing the old theology, which is almost wholly con. 
cerned with the personal salvation of the individual 
and his happiness in the world to come. The English 
preachers say much less about the divinity of Ohrist 
than about bis humanity, because in England, with 
its congested population and its terrible contrasts 
between wealth and poverty, they need a Ohrist who 
is human. Theology, however true speculativiy, is 
utterly unable to solve the sociological problems 
which now confront Hoglish Christianity. : 


For one 


Then again, as Dr. Munger 


-Bat “orthodox” American Protestants must not 


suppose that this state of affairs will continue inde fi- 

nitly. The Liberal drift has already gained a good 

headway in this country, and before many years the 

revolutionary reaction against dogma will be quite aa 

marked among us ss it is to day in Great Britain. 
——— . 


What Colonel Ingersoll Thinks of Missionaries. 
From the Cleveland Press, 

` Col. Robart Ingersoll is staying at the Forest City 
House. Also at the hotel are Bishops Foster, Fow- 
ler, Hurst, and a host of other distinguished Method- 
ists on the general missionary committee of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, which began business 
Wednesday morning. It is a part of the work of 
this committee to distribute the funds gathered to 
missions all over the world, and a large part goes 
annually to Asia, Africa, and other heathen climes. 
It was regarding foreign missions that Colonel Ia- 
gersoll had a word to say. He spoke as follows: 

* Ta the first place there seems to bea pretty good 
opening in this country for missionary work. We 
hav a good many Indiana who are not Methodists. 
I hav never known one to be ornverted. A good 


many hav been killed by Ohristiar s, but their souls 
hav not been saved. Maybe the Methodists had 
better turn their attention to the heathen of our own 
country. Then we bav a good nx any Mormons who 
rely on the truth of the Old Testament, and follow 


the example of Abrabam, Isase, and Jacob. It 
seems to me that the Methodists better convert the 
Mormons before attacking the tribes of central 
Africa. There is plen'y of work to be done right 
tere. A few good bishops might be employed for 
a while in converting Dr. Briggs and Professor 
Swing, to say nothing of other heretioal Presby- 
teriang. ‘ 

“There is no need of going to Ohina to convert 
the Ohinese. There are thousands of them here. 
Ia China our missionaries tell the followers of Con- 
fucius about the love snd forgivness of Christians, 
and when the Chinese come here they are robbed, 
assaulted, and often murdered. Would it not be a 
good thing for the Methodists to civilize our own 
Ohristians to such a degree tbat they would not 
murder a man simply because he belongs to another 
race and worships other gods ? . 4 

* So, too, I think it would be a good thing for 
the Methodists to go South and persuade their 
brethren in that country to treat the colored people 
with kindness. A few efforts might be made to con- 
vert the White Caps in Oio, Indians, and some 
other states. í 

% My advice to the Methodists is to do what little 
good they can right here and now. 

* It seems cruel to preach to the heathen a gospel 
that is dying out even here and fill their poor minds 
with the absurd dogmas and cruel creeds tat intel- 
ligent men hav outgrown and thrown away. 

“Honest commerca will do a thousand times more 
good than all the missionaries on earth. I do not 
believe that an intelligent Chinaman or an intelligent 
Hindoo has ever ben or ever will be converted into 
a Methodist. It Methodism is good we need it here, 
and if it is not good donot foo! the heathen with it." 


OOOO 
Subscribers. 


The holidays are almost here. Are you ready for 
them? A gift that would prove acceptable fo any 
Liberal friend, and at the same time keep you in 
constant remembrance during the year, would be 
a year's subscription to Tae Tnorn Serres. Your 
own renewal and the new subscription will cost only 
$5 00. 


824 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 26, 


iset. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


FOUNDED BY D. 


M. BENNETT. 
E.M. MAODONMALD, — . - Editor. 
O. P. Sommsy, - . Business Manager. 
PUBLISHED BY 


THE 2K C7 SEEKER COMPANY, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. NEW YORK. 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY AT $9.00 PER YEAR. 


Address ail Communications to THE TRUTH ETER 
Ohecks, Post-ofice and Eg 


COMPANY. Make all. Drafts, 
press Money Orders payable to GHARLES P. SOMERBY 


SATURDAY, - + DECEMBER 26, 1891. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
Single subscription in advange............... — $8 00 
One subscription two years, in advance........... Se. 500 
Two new subscribers. . . . ... . 5 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one re- 
mittance. ... . . . . . . —— —— . 600 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one 
remittance . . . . . . . . — 7 00 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one 
remittance —ÓDOÀ . .. .. 8 50 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one 
remittance . . . . . . . e . . . 10 00 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. 


WAS CHRIST CRUCIFIED? 


Iu the first issue of Taz Truru Szrkrn for the 
New Year we shall print an article with the foregoing 
question for its title, by 


Austin Bierbower, 


author of “The Socialism of Christ and The 
Virtues and Their Reasons," a System of Ethics for 
Society and Schools. l 


Tar Trura Szsxer will put on its new dress on 
New Year's, and appear also in a more modern make-' 
up, with all of its old and some new features. 

The make-up will be so arranged that the subserib- 
ers who desire to forward the paper to semi-Liberal 
friends but are deterred because of a fear that the 
pictures will offend their semi-religious sensitivness 
ean remove the objectionable matter without de- 
stroying any of the reading matter. And we sin- 
cerely trust that those who hav refrained from doing 
missionary work with the paper on this account will 
feel their interest revived and intensified and act 


accordingly. . 
P 


To Our Subscribers. 

We are in sore need of the amounts due on sub- 
scriptions and ask everyone who owes us money to 
be especially prompt in sending it. 

This also is the time of year when a great many 
` gubseriptions expire, and an immediate renewal will 
be a favor to us. 

Owing probably to the elections and the labor in- 
cident to gathering and marketing the great harvests 
our friends hav neglected to forward what is due 
us, and we are consequently compelled to somewhat 
urgently remind them of their remissness. As Mr. 
Bennett used to say under these circumstances, 
Friends, let us hear from you. 

— — . — 


To the Friends and Subscribers of Freethought. 


I sincerely hope that all who hav supported Free- 
thought in the past will aid the work to which it has 
been devoted by becoming subscribers to Taz Terure 
Szrxur. Tas Truru SzxXII will carry on the work, 
but it needs your cooperation. It is a means by 
which I can reach you and push on the Pacific coast 
labors. Especially I ask those in arrears to pay 
what is now due to Taz TRUTRH Srrxer and place 
. their names upon its list as cordial supporters for 
the future. SawvEL P. Purnam. 


law to a day observed as a religious day of rest. 
"But I deny the right of the state to establish any 


Fallaey Gobbling. 


How in the name of wonder could the dogma of 
election and foreordination as expounded by Oalvin- 
ism ever hav originated? He was a bold, independent 
thinker, who pioneered the way. It is derived 
chiefly from the epistle to Romans. Seeing that 
Ohrist had repeatedly replied to questions like this: 
“What shall I do to ba saved?” “Love God and 
thy neighbor as thyself—thig ig all; seeing that all 
hig injunctions accorded therewith, such as, Sell all 
thou hast and giv to the poor,” ete., it is not a little 
strange that a professed follower of ‘his could derive 
a doctrin in direct conflict with those announced by 
such an authority. How would it seem to him who 
had given all to the few, when he learned that such 
other and impossible conditions were attached to 
his prospects for eternity? The matter will not 
stand argument for one moment. But to see on 
what baseless foundations such mighty edifices may 
be erected, just let anyone, divesting himself of all 
prejudices, take up that epistle and study it. Re- 
peatedly does the author say that the heathen, and 
all those who never knew the law, shall be judged 
without law. As plain as words can make it he says 
all mankind that ever hav been or shall be are saved 
by the sacrifice made by Ohrist. He imagins some 
auditor disputing with him, and asking why, then, 
need anyone try to conform to Ohristian ordinances; 
and answers him. Bearing in mind the belief fre- 
quently expressed by Paul and other apostles, as 
well as the prophecy of Ohrist, that the end of the 
world was near at hand, we see clearly what this 
doctrin of election means. The millennium is near 
at hand. We were chosen from before the founda- 
tions of this world were laid to liv in this happy 
time; we sre the elect, chosen to liv so near to 
Ohrist's time and to plant the seeds of the gospel. 
Seeing that the doctrin of degrees of happiness rung 
through all the sayings of Christ, the elect may ex- 
pect: higher plases or conditions in the future state. 
The thing is so plain that he who runs may read and 
understand. Bishop Oolenso, with all his prejudices 
and preconceptions, was induced to giy a most care- 
ful, critical examination of this one epistle. His ob. 
ject was to settle a question as to whether there were 
any Ohristians in Rome when the epistle was pub. 
lished to Romans first. Like others, before this ex- 
amination of every verse, he had read here and there 
a chapter or a few texts. After reading the epistle 
thus carefully and comparing translations with the 
Greek copies to see if any errors had crépt into the 
former, he was perfectly astounded. He came out a 
believer in universal salvation, in consequence of the 
doctrins so ele&rly declared in that epistle. As to 
the election dogma we may illustrate it by supposing 
Thomas Jefferson making a speech at about the end 
of the Revolutionary war, and congratulating his 
hearers because they had been chosen to liv and be 
actors in the great work, and assuring them that 
they would go down through all the ages of eternity 
in this world and the world to come as glorious and 
honorable. 


Priests are the greatest fallacy-mongers of all 
people. For example, they will read in Isaiah: “A 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son,” and forthwith 
apply it to Jesus Ohrist, said to hav come some 
seven hundred years later, when the slightest peru- 
sal of the contexts would show that the whole affair 
was enacted within a few days after the sign was 
given to the king. Isaiah says he went with a wit- 
ness right up unto the priestess, the virgin, who then 
and there conceived and bore a son, and he goes on 
to relate how rapidly the whole prophecy was ful- 
filled. And yet men of most profound learning, 
good sense, and Liberal views hav read that “ eight- 
word text,” and declared that it is the grand con- 
firmation of Ohristianity. A like instance is seen in 
the description of the Rock of Moses,” now going 
the rounds of press and pulpit. A learned, wise big- 
wig of Oxford, Eng., journeying in the desert, says 
he has actually found the rock Moses struck for 
water. It is eighteen feet square, has a channel two 
inches deep and a few inches wide. There are sev- 
eral holes in it two inches in diameter. From this 
rock, along this channel, flowed the waters to quench 
the thirst of the thousands standing around.” A fair 
example this of the stupidity of such writers and 
average readers. Six hundred and four thousand 
men fit for war, “with all their women and children 
and much cattle,” were led out by Moses as per the 


About Sanday Observance. 

The Sabbatarians are early at work upon Congress 
in the matter of Sunday opening of the World’s 
Fair. In the Senate last week memorials against 
such opening were presented, and favoring the loan 
or gift of five million dollars only upon that condi- 
tion, 

We again urge the friends of freedom, justice, 
and fair play to be activ in opposition to the 
bigots. Our circular letter is now ready, and will 
be sent to all who apply for it. Every reader of 
Taz TRUTR SER RR certainly ought to fill out one, 
and see that his friends fill out others, and send to 
his representativ at Washington. 

We are also exceedingly glad to be able to state 
that the American Secular Union at last recognizes 
the importance of intervening in this matter. The 
board of directors hav resolved to hold a public 
meeting to ask for Sunday opening of the Fair on 
the evening of February 28th. It ought to be 
a rousing gathering. The cause is grand, the 
necessity imminent. Let every Liberal within 
hailing distance make it his business to attend and 
aid by his voice and presence the most pressing 
work of the day. The settlement of this question 
means a great deal. It is the drawing of the line— 
the decision whether this country is to be governed 
by American principles or lapse to the semi- 
barbarism of Puritan days. 

The present president of the Union is also a more 
logical reasoner on the Sunday law controversy than 
his predecessor. At the board meeting at which it 
was determined to hold the public meeting here 
announced Judge Waite said he should move to 
amend the Demand regarding Sunday laws. The 
section now advocates “the repeal of all laws 
enforcing the observance of Sunday as a religious 
institution, rather than an economic one, justified by 
physiological and other secular reasons.” Judge 
Waite desires to strike out all after the word Sun- 
day. “I hold,” he says, “that the state has no right 
to establish a day of rest any more than it has to fix 
the hours of rest at night. If the state is to enforce 
any day of rest it ought to be some other day than 
Sunday in order to avoid giving the sanction of the 


day of rest.” That is the correct position to take— 
that no day of rest shall be observed by law—that is, 
its observance forced. The state may rightfully 
make a legal holiday—that is, when commercial 
paper shall not be endangered by lack of opportunity 
to attend to its provisions—but all should be 
absolutely free to work or play without regard to 
the day. Every Sunday should be a Fourth of July. 

But the important work of the Union now is not 
verbal quibbling, but real efforts to preserve what 
liberty we now enjoy on Sundays. The stove- 
polishing statesman of Massachusetts, Mr. Elijah A. 
Morse, will not only be the House spokesman for the 
Sabbatarians for the closing of the World's Fair, 
but he will make an attempt to secure what Mr. 
Breckinridge failed to obtain—a Sunday law for the 
national capital. In this, as in the Fair question, he 
is backed up by our Presbyterian executiv; and 
while from the present House there is less danger of 
such a bill passing than in the last Congress it still 
behooves the Freethinkers and their allies to oppose 
the iniquitous measure strenuously. 

In regard to the World’s Fair, if any argument 
were necessary to show the importance of attempt- 
ing to influence the representative, it is furnished by 
the action of the Pennsylvania World’s Fair com- 
missioners. The Christian Statesman reports that 
a few weeks ago the commission, by a vote of nine- 
teen to thirteen, refused to ask the national com- 
mission to close the Fair on Sunday. But last week 
the meritorious action was reversed and the Penn- 
sylvania commission voted unanimously to make this 
request of the national body. The reason for the 
change is that the advocates of Sunday closing had 
labored with the state commission, talking to them 
and presenting memorials, and urging their friends 
to write to them upon the subject. In this way, 
and because opposition was not heard, the commis- 
sion came to the conclusion that the people of Penn- 
sylvania really wanted the Fair closed on Sundays, 
and, as faithful representative, they voted as they 
supposed the people wanted them to. The Liberals 
of Pennsylvania ought now to take the matter up. 


— 
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Arabian Nights tale of Exodus; that is, over three 
million- souls quenching their thirst at a two-inch 
stream! And their “much cattle" also! 

I was amused at an article in a late paper by some 
one, on the text about the sparrows and wild creat- 
ures, “ how our heavenly father provideth their food 
in due season.” Red in tooth and claw with the 
blood of each other, even the least and most harm- 
less being a terror to bugs and insects, the writer 

thinketh the father ought not to take much credit to 
himself for such provision. Go forth ye dear little 
ones and sport—when hungry just gobble each other 


up. Bless ye, my children!& 
— . ä—UEꝑU—ͤ — 


To Advertise a Book. 
The following interesting document was received 
at this office one day last week: , 


‘COMPLAINT. zs 
New LoRRK SUrRRMR Court, Kinas CousTY. 


| 


Joan C. BUNDY, 
Plaintiff. 
against b Complaint. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
l : Defendant. 


The plaintiff by Messrs. Dailey & Bell, his attorneys, for 
his cause of action against the defendant alleges and shows 
as follows: : 

1st. That the plaintiff is, and for a long time has been the 
editor of & public journal known as thé ** Religio Philo- 
sophical Journal“ published in the City of Chicago, Illinois, 
and widely circulated throughout the United Btates and in 
foreign countries. i l f 

2nd. That the defendant at the time hereinafter men- 
tioned was, and at the present time is, as plaintiff is informed 

ard believes, a domestic corporation duly incorporated 
under the laws of the State of New York, engaged in the 
publication of a public journal known and designated as 
„The Truth Seeker." The defendant has its office and 
general place of busines& in the City of New York, and said 
Journal, as plaintiff is informed and believes, at the time 

. hereinafter mentioned was widely circulated and read by 
various persons, and was exposed for sale and sold in 
public places throughout the United States. 

8. That in its issue bearing date November 7:h, 1891, the 
defendant printed, published, and exposed for sale, sold, and 
circulated a large number of copies of said journal, wherein 
i printed and published of and concerning this plaintiff the 
followlpg false and malicious libel, to wit: 

LINOOLN NOT A SPIRITUALIST. 
Marenao, ILL., Oct. 22, 1891. 

Mz. Epnrrog: When that prince of Spiritualistic humbugs, 
Colonel ” Bundy, of the Religio-Philosophical Journal, con- 
cocted the latest scheme with the notorious Miss Colburn 
Maynard to draw the easily gulled into the Spiritualistic 
fold, said scheme being embodied in a book recently pub. 
lished by them relating how Lincoln became converted to 
their doctrin, they probably felt safe in so doing under 
the impression that ‘‘dead men tell no tales," but when a 
living one appeared in the person of Lincoln’s private sec- 
retary, Nicolay, they must hav felt as though they had 
reckoned without their host after all. I inclose an extract 
from the Chicago News showing how their *'little game ” 
was spoiled, which will probably be read with great interest 
by your readers, as this latest invention has been published 
in numerous public journals, especially Eastern ones. The 
fraud, however, would hav been apparent even if Nicolay 
had not exposed it, for it is not at all likely that a quarter of 
a century would hav passed before Spiritualists had utilized 
the report that Lincoln attended séances if there was any 
truth in it. And yet this Bundy has the monumental cheek 
to introduce a law to put a stop to fraudulent mediumistic 
practices. It would be a pity if he were not caught in his 
own trap. If all bogus mediums and Spiritualistic quacks 
were expelled from their ranks, methinks there would be 
few, if any, left to bury the carcass of this greatest of all 
modern delusions, and if they were marked out according to 
their deserts, Bundy would lead the van. H. Wettstein. 

That by the words ** ‘Colonel’ Bundy " contained in said 
libelous publication, defendant referred to this plaintiff, and 
the defendant in its said publication intended it to be under. 
stood that the plaintiff concocted a fraudulent scheme with 
a notorious and unreliable woman to gull and entice people 
into a belief in Spiritualism by relating how that Lincoln 
had been converted to their doctrin, and that the plaintiff 
was engaged in the promulgation of the greatest of all 
modern delusions, and that of all persons so engaged this 
plaintiff was the most culpable and unworthy. 

4th. That said libel was, as plaintiff is informed and 
believes, widely read, and was published in connection 
with various other articles and illustrations tending to dis- 
grace, and bring into ridicule and shame this plaintiff for 
hia religious convictions and belief, to his great damage the 
sum of Ten Thousand Dollars. 

‘Whereas, the plaintiff demands judgment of this Court in 
his favor and against the defendant for the sum of Ten 
Thousand Dollars, besides the costs of this action. 

i ] : Daey & BELL, 
Plaintiff's Attorneys. 
No. 16 Court Street, 
Brooklyn, N. Y 
The book designed to be advertised is by Mra. 
Maynard, entitled “ Was Abraham Lincoln a Spirit- 
ualist?" It is a good stroke of business on the part 
of “Oolonel” Bundy on behalf of his friend who 
a 


Office and Post-offlce Address, 


wrote it and we hope the publishers will giv him &| President Schroeder to the Oregon Liberals. 


good ghare of the profit. 

For our own part, we may say that if Mr. B. will 
waive his claim to that ten thousand dollars we will 
endeavor to induce Mr. Wettstein to say that he is 
not the prince of Spiritualistio hombugs—that he is 
not, indeed, a prince of any sort, nor even a Spirit- 
uslist. This latter ought certainly to repair any 
injury done to his religious beliefs. 

In the mean time we hav the book for sale—price 
$1.50. 


A Great Book. 
Our Bible Picture Book will contain about four 


l hundred pages, one-half of which will be full-page 


pictures and one-half reading matter, relating to the 
stories which the pictures illustrate. The text will 
lead to a full understanding of the tale, even as the 
artist’s work illustrates it, with an electric search- 
light brilliance unsurpassed by the torch of the 
golden goddess Diana onthe Garden tower. Young 
people can learn more about the Old ‘Testament and 
its heroes by reading this book than by reading the 
Old Testament itself. It is much more easily com- 
prehended, and is written in more chaste language. 

There will be twenty-six chapters in the book, 
twelv of which are completed, as follows: 

I. Adventures of Adam. 

IL The Origin of the Young Men's Ohristian 
Association. , 

III. Sustaining a Theory. 

IV. Some Giants. 

V. The Adventures and Work of Nosh. 

VI. A Hunting Anecdote. : 

VII. Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor. 

VIII. A Queer Family. 

IX. Isaac and His Sister.” 

X One of Twins. 

XI. Jacob and Esau. ` 

XII. Joseph, the Man of Dreams. 

The book will afford many a hearty laugh, while 
we hay not forgotten to make it a solid attack upon 
the superstition which can venerate and believe the 
tales told in the Old Testament. So far as it goes it 
shows that book in its true colors, though of course 
we hav omitted the Old Testament obscenity in 
order to make our work one admissible in all 
families and readable by all ages and sexes. 

The price of our work is $1. Orders will be 
cheerfully booked now and filled as soon as the work 
comes from the press. 


— — —M M 

Books in Fine Bindings for Holiday Gifts. 

We hav a large number of books suitable for 
holiday gifts, many of them in extraordinarily fine 
bindings, and we call the attention of our readers to 
them, hoping that when selection of presents is 
made the list will be consulted and purchases made 
therefrom. Among them are Paine's works, com- 
plete, in cloth, $3 ; leather, red edges, $4 ; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50; the World’s Sages, in same style 
of binding and at same prices as Paine’s works ; 
Ingersoll's Prose Poems, in cloth, $2 50; half mo- 
rocco, $5; turkey morocco, $750; tree calf, $9. 
These are magnificent volumes. Also his principal 
lectures bound in one volume for $5. Either of 
Miss Wixon's books, The Story Hour, Apples of 
Gold, Al in & Lifetime, is very suitable for a 
present, the first particularly for children. Voltaire’s 
Romances, cloth, $1.50; half calf, $4, is a fine and 
uncommon work. D. M. Bennett’s Around the 
World, in sets of four volumes, profusely illustrated, 
red cloth, $6.50, is a splendid present to friend 
or to young men and women. It is full of practical 
to-day information about other countries and the 
noted things therein. The latest book which the 
Spiritualists are discussing is, Was Abraham Lincoln 
a Spiritualist? for $1.50. Helen Gardener’s Men, 
Women, and Gods is a work of great value, $1, as 
is Winwood Reade’s Martyrdom of Man, $175; 
Gibbon's History of Christianity, $2; Darwin's 
Origin of Species and Descent of Man, and others of 
his works. A catalog containing these and hundreds 
more—Freethought, scientific, medical, social, as 
well as atandard—will be sent on receipt of a request 
for same. 

Mr. Putnam will lecture the first four Sundays of January 
in San Francisco on ** The Evolutions ofa Century.” Subject 
of first lecture, Evolutions—Theological and Religious ;” of 
second lecture, ‘Liberalism, Spiritualism, and Infidelity ;” 
of third lecture, Industrial Evolutions ;” of fourth lecture, 
** Political Evolutions.” January 29th there will be & grand 
Paine celebration at Union Square Hall. On the following 


Saturday and Sunday, January 30th and 31st, will be hel 
the state convention. 


To tHe Mempers or THE Orxcon Starz Seounar 
Union, Greeting: Our object should be to make our 
Union as effectiv an organization as possible. This 
can only be accomplished by thorough organization. 
We are banded together for a purpose. Our aim 
should be to accomplish that purpose. We must 
realize thatwe hav a duty to perform and should not 
shirk it. f 

A cause worthy of espousal is worthy of every 
assistance we can render it commensurate with our 
means and ability. We will accomplish little by 
meeting annually in convention unless it be for the 
purpose of discussing and perfecting plans for future 
work and devising ways and means to carry out 
those plans, making provisions for emergencies, and 
returning home with the full determination to do 
our part and solicit the aid and influence of every 
friend in our neighborhood, and especially inviting 
attention to our cause by encouraging discussion 
and distributing information relativ thereto. 

We hav now met with an emergency which affects 
fundamental principles—the effort of Sunday closing 
at Portland. Portland is the heart of our state. It 
Portland is compelled to close on Sunday it will not 
be long before every town and hamlet in the state 
will bs compelled to do likewise. Realizing the ne- 
cessity of immediate action in this matter, aud that a 
local committee would better serve the interests and 
purpose of our Union, I hav constituted Mrs. Sue R. 
Keenan, Mr. Rohrabaker, and Mr. Addis a vigilance 
committee to attend to the same. Mrs. Keenan is 
president or chairman of the committee. Mr. Addis 
has been appointed assistant secretary of our Union 
and is cx oficio secretary of the sommittee. 


Friend O. B. Reynolds, secretary of the Washing - 
ton Secular Union, has kindly furnished us gratis 
three hundred copies of Facts.” 

The Portland committee will distribute these 
where they will do the most good. -I respectfully 
recommend that every county in the state organize 
on the same plan and therefore request each vice- 
president to call & meeting of the members of our 
Union in his county, and invite all others interested 
in the cause to affiliate. Elect a secretary and one 
other, who, with himself as ex-officio president, shall 
constitute a vigilance committee. The duties of this 
committee will be to watch the encroachments of our 
opponents and combat them if necessary, and if at 
any tiine the assistance of the Union be needed to 
report the same to the secretary, Mrs. Sarah C. 
Todd, Forest Grove, or to me, stating the nature of 
the case and such suggestions relativ thereto as in 
the opinion of the committee will best serve to secure 
success. These committees will hav supreme juris- 
diction in the county for which they are appointed, 
in any move the executiv officers of the Union may 
decide to make, and shall solicit aid to help the 
Union in its work. They should report all their do- 
ings to the secretary, that & complete report of all 
work done may be made to the next convention ; or if 
preferable, make a special or separate report direct 
to the convention and relieve the secretary of this 
labor. These reports may be made a happy feature 
of future conventions and we will all gain by one an- 
other’s experience. : 

This plan may be further extended. The county 
committees may appoint sub-committees of one or 
more at each post-office in the county to help them 
in their work; better still, let each neighborhood se- 
lect its own committee. This will create a greater 
interest. Every neighborhood will then hav a voice 
and share some of the responsibility. 

I attribute the indifference and disinterestedness of 
Liberals principally to the fact that the work is not 
brought home to them. The further we extend our 
organization the more interest will be taken and the 
more practical and effectual will be our work. 


I also wish to call attention to another important 
matter. Our last legislature ignored a petition of 
over ten thousend signatures asking for the repeal 
of our laws exempting church property from taxa- 
tion. It is about time our political strength is felt. 
We must use our influence in the primaries and con- 
ventions to secure an “Equal Taxation, No Exemp- 
tion” plank in the platforms, and see to it that 
men of sufficient stamina to stand by this principle 
are nominated and elected. The county committees 
may take this under advisement. There are several 
counties for which there has been no appointment of 
vice-president made. Our secretary was given au- 
thority to make these appointments. I request when 
vacancies occur the resident members of our Union 
either to elect or recommend some one for that posi- 
tion and notify the secretary. 

I recommend the 29th day of January, Paine’s 
birthday, as a very appropriate time to hold the 
meetings above suggested, and where practicable 
make the meetings interesting with a literary and 
musical entertainment free for all. 

In conclusion allow me to admonish you to make 
all fights strictly on principle. Our cause is just ; it 
must prevail. Yours fraternally, 

Arago, Ore., Dec. 6th. J. HENRY ÑOHROEDER. 
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Leiters jrom Sriends. 


A Stanch Old Campaigner Against Fraud. 
GotptawalT, TRX, Nov. 30, 1891. 


Mr. Eorror: Ilove Taz Teura SEEKER, and mean to 
I hope for a 
long time yet, thougù I am now nearly seventy-five years 


help sustain it as long as I am able to read it. 


old. All hail, Freethought and THE TRUTA SEEKER. 
A. LEWIS. 


Make Them Earn Their Living in a Useful Way. 
Wansuip, Uraa, Dec. 4, 1891. 
Mz. Eviror: Taz Teura Seexer, Heston, and your con- 
tributors are none too radical for me. Priestcraft is such 


balderdash that it does not deserve rational treatment. May 


Tar TauTH SEREERliv to shatter its foundation, and com- 
pel the sky-pilots to earn their living in some useful way. 
Jacos LUNDBERG 


Certainly—Free Discussion win Right Economies as 
It Is Righting Theology. 
DEA DW op, 8. D, Dec. 12, 1891. 
Mr. Epiron: I see you are giving us some thoughts on 
the money question at times. That is right. No reform 
paper can ignore economics and be successful now. The time 
has come when people want to hear something pertaining to 
this life as well as, or more than, the improbable néxt. 
Money, transportation, and land questions are the issues that 
catch the thoughts of men now and will more so in the near 
future. Hoping you will get into the work, I remain, 
Yours, as ever, FRED Zr 


Will Establish a Freethought Library. 

Naw ORLEANS, La., Dec. 8, 1891. 
Mz. Ebrron: I hav distributed ninety.odd of the one- 
hundred copies you sent me. Whether you hav received 
new subscriptions or not from this quarter I know not, but, 
somehow or other, on close observation I find that there are 
thousands here who hunger for the light of truth. Iama 
perfect blunderer at soliciting, and thus it was hard for me 
to discover who was Liberal or not. I am planning an 
organization, and when I am ready one of the first moves: 
wil be to establish a Freethought library and subscribe to 

all such papers.as the indomitable 1 RUTH SEEKER. 
Yours in liberty, Josera MAILLE. 


Truly a Good Joke. 

Carmawa, ORE., Dec. 7, 1891. 
Mr. Eprrog: I hardly know how to begin this letter, as 
this is my first attempt. My father takes Taz TRUTH ÑEEKER, 
and we all like it the best of any paper we take. There was 
a crazy man escaped from the asylum at Salem about a week 
ago. He made his way about twelv miles down the Willa. 
mette river to a small burg called Wheatland. He went to 
church that evening. After prayer, he got up to preach 
them a sermon. Some of the good Christians shouted and 
took on and never knew the difference between him and the 
preacher till some outsider came to their rescue and told 
them the man was crazy. They took him back to Salem the 
next day. I thought this was a pretty good joke on the 
preachers and the church, so I thought I would tell you 

about it. Yours for truth, Wi Beary. 


Each Picture Shonld Make Priests Hide Their Faces, 
Hoopzr, Uraan, Nov. 30, 1891. 

Mz. Epiror: I will write a word to the fearless, out- 
spoken paper founded by the illustrious D. M. Bennett, and, 
I might say, truthfully run by you ever since his infamous 
imprisonment and death, caused by the notorious Anthony 
Comstock & Co. I think Taz Teora SEEKER is as good to- 
day as ever. If there is any change it is better. Every 
illustration is a lesson that would cause every priest to hide 
his face and tongue in shame, had he not the cheek and 
impertinence of a brazen monkey. 

I love the paper very much. I shall remain your and Tar 
Trouts Szexer’s friend as long as I liv, for it was some of its 
first numbers, and small ones at that, that led me from 
theological Christian darkness into the glorious light of 
truth as it is in science in this our day. 

Yours fraternally, Epwakrp F. Munn. 


The Unwondrous Wonder and the Unmagnetic Magnet. 
LzAYENWORTH, KAN, Dec. 11, 1891. 

Mr. Eprror: The Abbott discussion has been quite 
amusing. It takes all kinds of people to make a world. I 
witnessed & performance given by the Georgia Wonder 
(Hurst); I witnessed one given by the Georgia Magnet 
(Abbott) and participated in another by the same lady. I 
was fully satisfled—thoroughly convinced—that it was 
a matter of acquired skill and strength, but in order to 
convince some of my friends I not long since wrote to a 
gentleman with whom I was acquainted who traveled last 
season with the Abbott show. I hav his answer confirming 
my conclusion. He states explicitly that the show is a fake 
and a fraud when viewed in the calcium light of science and 
honesty, but that on business lines purely it is a good show 
and worth the money, and that Abbott and his wife are fine 
people. 'The moral which I seek to impress upon the minds 
of Tar TaurH Seexer fraternity is this: Never bet on 
another person's game. If you do you will surely get left. 
Mrs. Abbott is & most sweet and charming little lady, and 
Mr. Abbott is a gentleman of polish and learning, and I hope 
every reader of this will see their wonderful? show when 
opportunity offers. Myself and wife spent $4 on it and we 
do not regret it. Dr. Winship raised his lifting power from 
four hundred to three thousand pounds by practice.” 
Practice is a big word. Practice makes perfect.” 

B. R. SHEPHERD. 
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knowledge, increaseth sorrow.” 


Brazenly Intends to Langh at a Bible. 
Dec. 12, 1891. 


me a dose that will make my sides ache. 


I do not think much of our pious Secular Union. I suggest 
we get some other kind of material for officers. I had rather 


hav Stevens’s ghost or Samuel Putnam’s old coat than all the 
pious cl'que in Philadelphia. I am in for showing no mercy 
toward superstition. The church and its holy followers hav 
not been very lavish in that article called mercy, and they 
will not get any from me as long as I can shout. Their im- 
pudence is amazing. Their ignorance is an established fact, 
and the indolence of the priest is a matter of history. The 
only science they can show is their faculty for lying. 

You may put my name on the long list that demands the 
opening of the World’s Fair on Sundays. ‘ Bob” has done 
them up in good shape, and his voice is worth more than 
ten thousand signatures of these pious Polly-wants-a.cracker 
lads. They intend to ride there on a half.fare ticket and to 
enter the grounds free and then beat their board while they 
are there. These little Methodist boys think the Fair got up 
for them to hold a big camp meeting. But they are mis- 
taken, as usual. Yours for justice, J. E. Coy. 


Catholics and Theosophists Lead Him a Sad Life. 
Fort WAxNs, IND., Nov. 30, 1891 
MR en I get Tug Trufa SEEKER ‘each week at one 
of the news-stands here, and it is the only copy that comes 
here through that medium. I hav been trying during the 
past two months to get the:newsdealer to keep an extra copy 


for salé, but without success so far, though I told him I 


would pay for it if not sold. 
Catholics are very numerous here, both German and Irish, 


and most of the Liberal-minded people are deeply interested 
in Theosophy—another form of superstition. 
lectures here to-morrow evening. 
the Press of this city, Mrs. Besant tells How I Became a 
Theosophist,” in which she speaks of new truths.” I do 
not possess one-eighth the learning of Mrs. Besant, and per- 
haps it is because of this fact that I cannot conceive of a 


Annie Besant 
In an article published in 


“new” truth. According to my way of reasoning, there 
are no ‘‘ new ” truths, though there may be newly discovered 
truths. She also says: And for the Freethinker to do this 


[referring to the stand taken by some of her Freethought 
critics] is to be false to his creed,” while further on she says, 
“ Freethought, in fact, is an intellectual state, not a creed” 
(italic mine). It seems to me that Mrs. Besant is becoming 
rather inconsistent in every respect. 
if a person accepts Christianity after having once discarded 
it, it shows mental weakness (or words to that effect) 
Christianity and Theosophy are superstitions—at least, so I 
think. Mrs, Besant has turned from Freethought to accept 
a superstition. 


She says further, that 


No comment is necessary. 
Success to Tug TRuTH Seeger If I can be of service to 


you by distributing circulars, or anything of like nature, if 
you will send them I will do the best I can. 


Yours for truth, F. G. Barr. 


The Thinker. 
LzronER, CoL., Dec. 1, 1891. 
It is an old proverb that he who increases 
Thoughts, like. living 
things, are born. Their origin, or from whence they come, 
it is difficult to determin. The most plausible theory is 
that of the indestructibility of thoughts—that they are phon- 
ographed, 80 to speak, on the eth, or interior substance of 
the atmosphere, subject to a law of mental, or psychic, at- 
traction from minds in search of the knowledge these thought- 
germs contain. Susceptible minds receive these as the earth 


Mz. EDITOR: 


does invisible seeds of plant life, when prepared to grow 


and mature them; the mystery of their lodgment and devel- 
opment being but little understood, but becoming plain to 
the unfolded. perceptions. 

The human-mind is beginning to ask questions as never 
before. The earth has been explored and made to answer, 
and to rectify the interrogation as to man’s origin and its own 
development, in a way that none can successfully dispute. 
Were the minds of both men and women open to conviction 
and free to investigate, the whole world could be so changed 
in its ideas of civil, social, and religious institutions and the 
true ways of living, that soon it would become far superior 
to- any fabled paradise. But now, when a bright thought 
strikes the mind, as a meteor does the earth, filled with the 


diamond dust of truth, it has often to lie hidden for long 


years ere it comes to light.. A thought is matured by a proc- 
ess of mental gestation, and the trouble is when it is born 
into the world it is met by ignorance and superstition; es- 
pecially if it is of a nature to overthrow or change these 
conditions, as there are always Herods to seek the young 
child’s life. The world can make no progress without the 
thinker and his thought. As well expect to run an engin 
without steam or other power. 

The best way for the thinker to do is to prove his thoughts 
to be truth, then fearlessly and freely speak them for the 
benefit of the world. 

The trouble with new and advanced ideas is, that they are 
compelled to run in old ruts of worn-out paths wherein they 
are soon changed by the rude contact of the old. The 
thinker must pave the way for new thoughts and should be 
free to make improvements upon the hedged-up ways of 
progress. A free press is the power to overcome all ob- 
stacles, and what we most need are more Liberal-minded, 
fearless editors to help guide and form public sentiment. 

L. HuTOHINSON. 


Mz. Epiror: In renewing my subscription with a “V,” 
send me the book by Helen H. Gardener, “Is This Your 
Son, My Lord?" Take $8 for Taz TauTH BrExkER. The 
other dollar will giv me that long-looked-for Pictorial Book, 
$1. Iam a hearty chap at a laugh, and I think that will giv 


his profits with the laborer. 
November. 


future scenes; not a mist called God, which is the baseless 


cell to sprout beside an inferior one. 


his failings leaned on mercy’s side.” 


26, 1891. 


Some of His Tracts Meet the Auto.da-fe. 
Uguns, Car., Nov. 8, 291. 

Mz. EDITOR :  Szeing you offer free sample pages—pictures 
and text—of the '* Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book,” if you 
will take the trouble to forward the same to me, I will try 
to distribute to the best advantage. For some ten years 
past, while taking the Boston. Znvestigator, at each annual 
renewal of subscription I hav made it a point to accompany 
it with a small remittance for pamphlets and tracts, which I 
carry in my pockets as missionary ammunition to be 
handed to this one or that. On the more important ones 
I write, Please return when called for.” This opens the 
door for a little discussion or remarks at the second meeting, 
and r&the» indemnifles the little ‘‘intruder " from the 
Auto dá fé, although it occasionally fails to prevent this 
calamity. As you may be aware, our beautiful mountain 
town of Ukiah is subject to flery freaks and occasionally 
gets on the Sodomitish warpath at the advent of Free- 
thinkers’ visits. However, send me a few specimens and I 
will see what I can do. 

I came near forgetting to tell you we hav been favored 
for a month past with a couple of Salvation lassies—quite 
good-looking, rather young ladies. They are holding forth 
nightly in the upper story of our old Methodist Episcopal 
church building, with crowded audiences; and good lively 
singing and tambourine accompauiment, and young and oid 
joining in the chorus, make quite lively pastime a substitute 
for theatricals; therefore our young folks enjoy it hugely. 
The audiences are always forcibly reminded of the cheerful 
giver, therefore the evening contributions are from $2 to $4, 
making from $20 to $25 or $30 per week, so they must be 
making a pretty fair living—and of course a good deal 
better than doing worse, although they might engage in 
some other branch more worthy of their time and of sub- 
stantial benefit to the community. But such is life, and 
these young ladies hav just the same right to get their 
living in this line as the most talented divine with his 
$10,000 or $20,000 ayear. They labor more persistently and 
apparently as sincerely as the most popular preachers 
of the day. While holding forth one evening in the 
the street in front of a meat-shop a wag stole in and sprung 
the sausage-grinder, with a tearing and rattling like the fall- 
ing walls of Jericho, operating like a thunderbolt,. with an 
instant stampede of the Army as fast as their limbs could 
carry them, unhappily forgetting they were in the radius of 
the hand of the almighty and that the righteous are never 
forsaken. Yours respectfully, ‘Taos. MoCowen,. 


Philosophical Musings. 


Lexineron, Ky., Dec. 18, 1891. 
Mz. Eprror: Can we say that wo are without hope in the 
world when we hav Colonel Ingersoll's Mr. C.“ to cheer 
us? He would not seize the lion’s share; he would divide 
We hav also the ** Emancípa- 
tion of Women,” by Mrs. Fawcett, in the Fortnightly for 
These are rays of sunlight which shall gild 


fabric of a vision. 

There is rich dust enough in the universe to cause a wise 
Good brain material 
did not come from God; the process is too slow to hazard 
such a conjecture. People who lag along transmit no 


thoughtful proclivities to their children, for nerve must be 


shaken up as well as muscle. If there was a God, such 


lovely sprays of being would appear, because atoms never 
stand still. Strange, lawless, Ariel music, with lovely, fra- 


grant, impossible buds, would awaken in every shade. 
Nature deified and ennobled would be God, for mentality 
could not exist without experience of mistakes corrected, 
which is true progress. A great God is a great conflict, not 
like à certain old woman or human sponge, who does nothing 
but eat, backbite, and talk of heaven. Spiritualists are 
reaching up to such a deity, for I think they talk no more 
of materializing (kind heaven!). Presumptiv evidence, like 
circumstantial, hangs the innocent, but cannot create a full- 


blooded God. Clergymen are preaching splendidly of the 


**jefinit wisdom” of this vagary of being, but the great 


Hegel only hints at a proceeding influence, alternately pass- 


ing through space and retreating to its own nature, although 
medical men, psalm-singers, aud soothsayers may hav a 
different opinion. The progressiv Dr. Griffiss, of Boston, 
remarks that the great renaissance of Qieen Elizabeth’s 
time was heathenish. Iam glad of it. Farew.llto a creed 
outworn —election and total depravity. Rather giv us 
Bacon’s deep thoughts and Shakspere'a sweet musings like 
„Triton winding his enwreathed horn." 

But to return to the infinit wisdom, of God. Aud all 
Which, Jehovah or 
Jupiter? Jehovah was a warlike God; his people spent 
their time in bleodshed and licentiousness. Jupiter was 
more refined and peaceable. Under his rule the fine arts 
exalted the minds of men and softened their manners. I hav 
an engraving of an exquisit statue of Hermes, the protector 
of orphans. A forlorn infant is clinging to his shoulder. 

„The divine and infinit wisdom of God“ causes helpless 
young women to be ruined and disgraced. Need I say 
more ? ALHAZA. 


A Lady's Sharp Words to the Deceivers. 


BRRRR, ARK., Dec. 8, 1891. 

Mz. Eprtor: Please mail to my address the free sample 
pages—pictures and text—of the ‘‘ Freethinkers’ Pictorial 
Text-Book," and I will gladly distribute them. I will do 
my utmost to make sale of some copies. Something of the 
kind is sadly needed in this church.ridden community. 
There are seven churches here—two black and five white 
joss-houses. A more ignorant, superstitious lot, of Method- 
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ists in particular, you will not find anywhere. There are 
about sixty Liberalists here now. When we came here three 
years ago, there was but one in the town—a dentist, who 
had a hard row to hoe all alone. One of our number died 
last month, and remained stanch to the last. He passed 
away like the true hero he was. He would not accept the 
proffered religious services of the Methodist Episcopal par- 
son, or Jesus pigeon." We Infidels gave him an Infidel 
-purial. The dentist read a part of Graves's ‘‘ True Religion” 
over his grave. No prayer was said nor hymn was sung 
A Methodist spectator remarked that it was the poorest fu. 
neral he ever witnessed. To which our dentist replied that 
** it was none of his funeral.” The Methodists of this state 
are the most aggressiv of any denomination. + They would 
Hike to hav the old Blue laws of Connecticut reéstablished 
again. They come out of the Ganebrakes and swamps and 
pass right into the pulpits, and begin to slaughter the Eng- 
lish language without mercy. If a Liberal lecturer would 
come here, I am sure we could raise enough from among the 
Infidels alone to pay him any moderate compensation. Will 
not some one write me concerning an appointment, and I 
‘will see what can be done? The seed has been sown here. 
Who will help me in the good work? Let everyone who 
reads this letter send me any Liberal literature that they can 
spare, for distribution. Just think, the Campbellite minister 
here said he would rather be an Infidel than be a Methodist. 
That shows how they are despised even by their own class 
of parasites. The following verses express pretty freely 
what I think of them Do not forget the samples. I 
am almost sure I can sell some copies. B 


Yours fraternally, Mes. Ep. ABBEY. 


TO THE METHODIST OLERGY. 


Hav done, you human parasite, 
You devil-fish without a soul. 
Too long you've fed on human flesh, 
Abetted by your pious fold. 
In atiate is your holy greed; ; 
With open mouth you swallow all. 
To rob by lies is all your creed— 
A “blowing” viper as you crawl. 
Your long-drawn visage makes one laugh ; 
For we can read your saintly pangs 
When from the sting of scorn you chaff, 
And men do see your poison fangs. 
Your voice, a bass barometer, 
By which your flocks do watch the signs 
Of coming storm in long-meter, 
That terrifies their simple minds. 
The ** soul'8 physician,” if you will 
But from such bleeding save us, Moses. 
And as we do not need your pills, . 
Excuse us from your hell-fire doses. 
. Your pious drawl, ** The Lord bless thee,” 
is your exchange in trade, your stock. 
For all the world can plainly see . 
|. * .. You wear the bell and lead the flock. 
diea You wrestle hard with sin, no doubt, 
ig But Satan beats you in the strife. 
For with the funds you will skip out 
. And take along the deacon's wife, 
Who hopes to hang on your coat-tails 
When called to take theppper route. 
But all regardless of her wails, 
$ You will ascend in roundabout. 
To catch the fair” you labor most; 
Yea, verily, then haste to teach her 
'Bout Mary and the Holy Ghost, : 
Whose earthly name was, Reverend Beecher. 


Some Election Tactics. 
Dec. 8, 1891. 

Me. Epitor: In every town and city of any importance 
in Kansas I presume this scheme was practiced. What they 
are pleased to call a committee sent out by the Republicans 
—-but I call them a gang of political brigands— waited upon 
business men who were known to favor the People’s party 
and said, * You don't want to vote against your own best 
interests, and if you do you can’t do business in this town.” 
I know three instances of this kind, and the returns are not 
all in yet. But did they really mean a boycott? Yes. The 
same three were boycotted. I would giv their names, but 
Ido not think it fair to advertise one friend's business and 
not another’s. But suffice it to say, one was a barber and 
the other two were merchants. After boycotting the barber 
they taunted him by asking, Well, how many farmers did 
you shave to-day?” One of the merchants kept a bakery 
and the day after election of course he sent out the usual 
amountthat it had taken to supply his trade, and there was 
brought back $25 worth, the greater portion of which 
spoiled on his hands. The only reason I could assign why 
he did not sell his usual amount is that the townspeople got 
go full on the day of election that they did not want anything 
more fora week—either that or a straight-out boycott. The 
other merchant had been getting a portion of his goods at 
wholesale houses on time, but a committee either waited 
upon or wrote them that the aforesaid party was insolvent 
and it was not safe to let him hav any more goods without 
the cash accompanying the order. I had a good chance to 
test the truthfulness of the last case. I went to him anc 
‘wanted to buy a certain brand of soap, but he did not keep 
it in stock, and after finding out the wholesale price he and I 
agreed upon the price I was to pay for it, and then he gave 
mean order, the money accompanying it, at retail price, and 
gent me to the wholesale house after the soap, which would 
leave a balance to his credit, showing that he had been get- 
ting goods on time, and was still owing them. And to test 
then whether his credit was still good, I presented the order 
and asked them to point me out the soap, buta fellow that I 
presented the order to went to the manager and said some- 
thing, to which he shook his head in the negativ, whereupon 
J began to reach down in my pocket. Then he said low to 


a 


the manager, 1 guess he is a-going to pay for it," and I 
counted him out the money and got the soap. Now, then, I 
think it wrong to boycott, and -I also think it wrong to 
murder, but either is justifiable in self.defense. But whom 


will we boycott? Now, there could not be a very effectiv 


boycott without its being given out officially by some or- 
ganization. 80 it is plain the persons above-mentioned were 
dealt with by a well-organized boycott. Now, in self-defense 
the question arises, Had we, the Alliance, better make an 
cflicial boycott against all dealers not friendly to our order, 
or let each individual do as he pleases in regard to the 
matter? We know that it injured the Knights of Labor by 
declaring an official boycott, but they could not come at us 
b»cause we are in no way dependent on them, whereas the 
Knights of Labor are generally dependent upon the cities 
for employment. : 

Where was this base conspiracy hatched? It was hatched, 


fathered, and nurtured by the Young Men's Christian Asso- 


ciation and the church, and aped by the Republican League. 
"It is the progenitor of discord, hatred, and bitterness; 


the instigator of contention, enmity, and rancor, and the 
propagator of strife, dissension, and violence. It is a base 
conspiracy of raving cranks, frothing fanatics, gibbering 
lunatics, frenzied bigots, designing knaves, rotten dema- 
gogs, and unprincipled politicians who would apply the 
torch of conflagration to the glorious temple of liberty 
bequeathed us by our fathers, and dance in fiendish revelry 
around the smoking ruin.” And this by the party of great 
moral ideas” who preach a full ballot and fair count." 
Ought they not to hav been satisfied with their boodle to 
buy votes, whisky, and treacherous, traitorous editors to 
write editorials on the eve of election against pensioning 
the soldier? Would not any reasonable man think that 


was going far enough for a Prohibition and a God and mo- 


rality party? The fellows who delight to be called ** Honor- 
able” and hold the offices engineer these schemes, and hand 
them over to the dupes, tools, and puppets of the order to 
be executed by those who hav not an honest, original idea 
of their own, while they would be ashamed to hav it known 
that they had anything to do with anything so low and 
mean. Hav others no rights that they are bound to respect ? 
Let me ask this great question, What is a ward politician? 
He is unprincipled, a gámbler, a boodler, a beer-guzzler, a 
whisky.drinker, a defaulter, a conceited simpleton, who has 
at every election. The ward poli- 


a mania for showing o 
tician must go. 


My plan would be in all cases to come right out and tell 
the public, especially of any of our opponents! unfairness, 
because the public generally has a great love for Justice and 


fair play. ' : 


Our mission is to educate the people so that the boodle and 
Iam 
willing to trust the man of settled convictions of doing his 
duty. And then the other fellows will find that Othello's 


whisky politician cannot vote the ignorant at will. 


occupation’s gone.” ' 


I would suggest that our national committee, and so on 
down to the state and county, should issue a warning to all 
persons that undertake to carry an election otherwise than 
by fair. means that such persons will be closely watched, and 
that we will inflict such punishment as an outraged people 
hav within their power, and I think that if we giv them a 
little foretaste, which some of us are determined to do, they 
will think twice before they act once. And if they still 
insist on making the election of a sovereign people a farce, 
the first thing they will know will be that a cyclone has 
struck them, and they will wish that they had emigrated to 


some monarchical government where they justly belong. 
I JoHN W. ABBOTT. 


Showing How Much Christians Know About Free- 


thinkers. f 
PHILADELPHIA, PA., Dec. 5, 1891. 


Mz. Eprrog: Please find inclosed a copy of an article I 
sent the Item, edited in this city, which was returned with 


a short but implicit refusal to publish the same: 
JOSH BILLINGS ON INFIDELITY. | 


Did you ever hear of a man’s renouncing Christianity on 


hiz.death-bed and turning Infidel ? 


Gamblers nor Freethinkers havn't faith enuff in their 


profession to teach it to their children. 


No Atheist, with all his boasted bravery, has ever yet dared 


to advertise hiz unbelief on his tum-stun. 


I notiss one thing: when & man gits into a tite spot he 


don't never send for his friend, the devil, to get him out. 


I had rather be an ideot than an Infidel; if I am an Infi- 


del, I hav made myself one, if an ideot, I wuz made so. 


Inever hav met a Freethinker yet who didn't believe a 
hundred times more nonsense than he kan find in the Bible 


ennywhere. 


It is alluss safe to follow the religious beleaf that our 
mothers taught us—there never was a mother yet who taught 


her child to be an Infidel. 


Aman may learn Infidelity from books, and from his 
assosshiates, but he kant learn it from his mother nor the 


works that surround him. : 


Unbelievers are allus so reddy and anxious to prove their 


unbelesf, that I hav thought they mite be just a leetle doubt. 
ful about it themselvs. 

The Infidel in his impurdence will prove to yu that the 
flood did not occur, when the poor ideot himself kant prove, 
to save his life, what makes one apple sweet and one sour, 
er tell whi a hen’s egg iz white er a duck’s egg blue. 

When Ihear a noisy Infidel proklaiming hiz unbelief, I 
wonder if he will send for some brother Infidel to cum see 
him die? I guess not. He will be more likely to send for 
the orthodox man who engineers the little brick church just 
around the korner.—Ram’s Horn. 


Now, this paper published this article, upon which I wrote 
afew criticisms, and they refused to hav anything to do 
with the other side of the question (Freethinker's), but at the 
same time it devotes column after column to dedications of 


Romish churches, consecrations of Romish bishops, edits 


‘full accouvts of all Roman Catholic miracles, and all such 


silly trash as the location of hell, but refuses to hav any- 
thing to do with a Freethinking article. This paper is more 
commonly known among the newsboys as the Bladder, and 
in my opinion it is rightly named. 

By their refusal to publish my article, it shows what a 
hold the churches hav to hold the muzzle upon the press, 
and some people say the press is untrammeled by any 
church. The article was written by Josh Billings, now de- 
ceased, entitled ‘‘ Infidelity.” I wrote my criticisms in the 
same person as if Josh was alive, so as to compare with his 
grammatically. I append my article containing my crit- 
icisms. Yours respectfully, Gores M. Fenk. 


Josh starts out saying : : 

** Did you ever hear of a man’s renouncing Christianity on 
his death-bed and turning Infidel ?” 

If any such thing occurs it is never brought to light, if 
a Christian can suppress it, for jt would damage the cause 
of Christ, and is therefore promptly suppressed by the 
fanatics, and no newspaper would dare to make any com- 
ment upon the same for fear of the pious indignation raised 
by bigots. : 

ts Gamblers nor Freethinkers han't faith enuff in their pro- 
fession to teach it to their children.” 

Gamblers and Freethinkers classed together; this, I sup- 
pose, is a sample of Josh's religious tolerance. A man who 
has not faith enough in his own honest convictions to teach 
the same to his children is nota Freethinker but a hypo- 
crit, and not worthy of the name of man. 

* No Atheist, with all his boasted bravery, has ever yet 
dared to advertize his unbelief on his tum.stun." 

Iwould recommend him to the monumenta of D. M. 
Bennett and Horace Seaver, who were both editors of Free- 
thought journals, and let him see for himself. The cemeteries . 
would hav quite a few, if they were allowed to expect the 
same, but they are forbidden, for Christ Jesus’s sake, and 
well Josh knows it. 

“I notiss one thing, when a man gits into a tite spot, he 
don’t never send for his friend, the devil, to get him out.” 

The Infidel or Freethinker neither believes in nor has any 
use fora devil. The whole Christian church is founded on 
the theory of a hell and a devil; without this,the church theory 
would not stand ten minutes; therefore the devil (Christian) 
is the Christian’s best friend, not the Infidel’s. Josh inti. 
mates that the Freethinker would call upon his God (who- 
ever or whatever that is) to help him out. He could not do 
that even, for whilea Freethinker or Infidel does not deny 
there is a God, he does not believe in one. 

“I would rather be an ideot than an Infidel; if Iam an 
Infidel, I hav made myself one; if I am an ideot, I was 
made 80." 

Iam glad to see Josh would rather associate with those 
he is best fitted to judge—idiots. An idiot could not be an 
Infidel ; it requires brains. A man can no more help being 
an Infidel than he could help being born. God makes 
idiots, according to Josh’s ideas, and I hav no use for a God 
that will create such beings, but would hav every respect for 
one that creates beings with brains enough to think for 
themselvs, if I believed in a God. 

“ I never hav met a Freethinker yet who didn’t believe a 
hundred times more nonsense than he kan find in the Bible 
ennywhere.” 

In the name of common sense where can one read more 
nonsense to the square inch than in the holy Bible? Evo- 
lution, astronomy, zoólogy, geology, and all the different 
sciences, are to the great and only Josh ** nonsense." There 
is none so blind as those who will not see. 

It is allus safe to follow the religious belief that our 
mothers taught us. There never was a mother yet who 
taught her child to be an Infidel.” 

Here, again, Josh is wrong. I know of several mothers 
who at the present time are teaching their children Free- 
thought and Infidelity. Josh does not believe in Mohammed- 
anism, yet he says it is safe for those children whose mothers 
embrace that system to follow it; and as a Christian he aids in 
making Infidels according to the Mohammedan idea, by 
helping to send missionaries to convert them into Chris- 
tianity. 

The venerable Josh is not consistent. 

„A man may learn Infidelity from books and from his 
assosshiates, but he kant learn it from his mother, nor the 
works that surround him." 

By investigating the works that surround us, Infidelity 
had its birth, and by the complete understanding of the laws 
of nature, the religions of to-day will meet their death. 
How did the man who wrote books on Infidelity gain knowl- 
edge in the same? From his associates? If 80, how did his 
associates gain that knowledge? and ad infinitum? The 
à book I know of to make Infidels is the holy writ ? 

wrot). 

t Unbelievers are alluss so reddy and anxious to prove 
their unbeleaf, that I hav thought they mite be just a leetle 
doubtful about it themselvs.” 

I wonder if Josh can tell positivly just what he believes 
in. Ifhecan, he can do more than any man I ever met. 

The Infidel in his impurdence will prove to you that the 
flood did not occur, when the poor ideot kant prove to save 
his life what makes one apple sweet and one sour, er tell 
whi a hen's egg is white er a duck's egg blue.” 

Proof, conclusiv proof in geology that the fiood did not 
occur is too abundant for any comment; and if a person is 
an ‘‘idect,” how can anyone expect him to go into scientific 
demonstrations to prove why a sweet apple is not sour, and a 
white egg blue and vice versa? Let Josh pray to his God 
and let scientists work out an analysis of the same, and see 
who comes to a sensible conclusion first. 

** When I hear a noisy Infidel proklaiming hiz unbeleaf, I 
wonder if he will send for some brother Infidel to cum see 
him die. I guess not. He will be more likely to send for 
the orthodox man who engineers the little brick church 
around the corner.” 

Whenever I hear a ‘‘believe or be damned” blatherskite 
8 preaching hell-fire and brimstone and a place 
called heaven, of which he knows absolutely nothing, it 
always makes me think, will he preach hell. fire to a dying 
parishioner? I guess not. He will tell him he is going 
straight to heaven to sleep (?) on the bosom of Jesus. Every 
one who does not think or believe just as the pious Josh 
does is an idiot for not believing that nine-tenths of all man- 
kind are going to be eternally sizzled, for the edification of 
the righteous (?), for not believing in a man-made God and a 
silly lot of nonsensical nonsense of ignorant men who lived 


in the dark ages of the world. Great thing, this Christian- 
ity, but I w 


none of it. 


Yours courteously, GRORGR M. Fark. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Adited by Miss Susan H. Wrron, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom aii Communications for 
tais Corner should be sent. : 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


Old Santa Come to Stay. 


Who is old Santa, papa, 

That farin the night 

Drives so hard his pretty reindeers, 

Foaming; almost flying, 

Panting, as from fright? 

And we lie awake to see them, 

Listening for the bells as they pase, 

With the sleigh, eight reindeers tandem, 

And we miss the pretty sight. 

Last night I thought to watch him; 

Bo I made a peep-hole in the glass, 

Breathed the frost off the window, 

With my fingers rubbed it bright. 

Little sister was beside me; not a doubt 

But we would surely see him. 

Yot a fear oame o’er me; the room seemed very 
cold, 

For the fire in the grate had gone out, 

And old Santa comes in by the chimney we are 
told. 


In our night-clothes by the window, 

Through the peep-hole we looked and listened. 
Like the diamonds in the snow, 

Nellie’s eyes, how they sparkled, glistened. 
While we listened not a word was uttered, 

For fear we should miss the tinkle of the bells. 


In our bare feet on the carpet— 
For our stockings on the mantle, 
In expectancy, we'd hung— 

In the cold we stood and shivered, 
Waited, watched, and list ned 
For the bells that never rung. 


Olose upon my breast 

Nellie’s curly head was nestled, 

And her chin did quiver, 

Tremble, shiver with the cold, 

While her eyes grew dark and deep. 

She grew tired of watching, listening, 
Tired, sad, and weary, and she fell asleep. 


Then I raised her up 80 gently, 

And I started to the bed, 

Tiptoeing o’er the carpet, 

As the night had nearly fled. 

And my head s 

Jostled up the pendants of the lamp, 
As they mingled, thus they tingled, 
And they jingled as the bells. 


Up roused my little sleeper, 

And she tells— 

“O! he is a tummin’, brover Willie, 
Tamp, tamp, tamp, 

Hear de yeandeer wiv der hoofs, 

O, de bells, bells, bells !” 


Wild in glee she clasped her hands; 

Then she threw them up to pat them, 
Then around my neck her arms, 

As she hugged and kissed me. 

** Doar old Santa, I desa love oo, bet I do,” 
And slumber then again crept o’er her. 
As her loving arms relaxed, 

Across my face the soft hand wandered, 
While she murmured -faintly whispered— 
„Where is oo whiskers, Santa? 

Why oo tut em off !” 


Then to our bed I bore her, 

And I trembled, huddled, nestled, 

To get warm. In my brain it wrestled: 
And the tiny form beside me 

Was still dreaming of old Santa. 

In her murmur she did say, 

* Ig 00 tummin’ here to liv? 

It would be 80 nice and joily if oo do— 
If oo dess would tum and stay.” 


In that last murmured “ papa,” 

My misgivings she expressed— 

Is it alla superstition and a jest? 
Somehow it seems so empty, 

And children need a Santa every day, 
Not for nuts and sweetmeats, 

But to brush their little hurts away. 


Let us hav our Santas all the year, 

And to our Mammas and our papas 

Giv ths love we giv to him. 

Don’t you think ’twould make all better, 
To be loving while we're growing ? 

And to overcome the fear 

Of provoking or offending 

For a long and dreary year? 


A'l night I thought about it, 

And I reasoned o’er and o'er. 

Oh, let me tell to little Nell, 

For it cannot break the spell 

Of her dream—Ohb, it's true, 

Nellie darling, waken, 

Brush the tear away» 

Listen to the news I tell you, 
Santa’s come, and has come to stay. 


Reader, there are millions of these little hearts 
awaiting, . 
Throbbing, breaking, straining in their tension, 
For such comforts as they may. 
Let us hav our human Santas— 
Hav them with us every day. 
; UNOLE JACK. 


————— (lp aD 
To Our Eriende M Young and 


We take this opportunity to thank our 
friends and correspondents for their generous 
. favors during the past year. 

To all who hav helped by their contribu- 
tions to make the Corner interesting and in- 


structiv we would say that we are deeply 
grateful for their Kindness and solicit a con- 
tinuance of the same. Our family in the 
Corner is a large, interesting, and growing 
one. ` 

Year by year its needs are greater and 
more imperativ. More and more we see the 
necessity of a larger Corner for the little 
ones. We need more space for scientific, 
historical, and interesting studies. Just as 
the twig is bent the tree's inclined," and, if 
we would hav a nation of fair-minded, in- 
tellectual, Libera] men and women, we must 


| begin their training in that direction when 


they are young—the sooner the better. 

Freethinkers of this country need as much, 
or more, than anything else, a paper for the 
young, for their good especially—a strong, 
lively, wide-awake journal devoted to their 
interest. 

Capital is needed for such an undertaking, 
There would be little use to start without it, 
for failure in such -an undertaking would be 
most disastrous. The editor of the Corner 
hopes that some generous-hearted individual 
may, erelong, see the necessity of caring for 
the children in this way and provide for it. 
May the good: time soon come, but, soon or 
late, it will be welcome whenever it may ar- 
rive. i 

With these few thoughts at the close of 
the year, we wish, not only our children, 
but everybody, health, happiness, success, 
and prosperity, not alone for the coming 
year, but for all succeeding years. En. C. C. 

— — ä —————- 
The Wonders of an Egg. 


Everyone who eats an egg eats a sermon 
and a miracle. Inside of that smooth, sym- 
metrical, beautiful shell lurks a question 
which has been the Troy town for all the 
philosophers and scientists since Adam. 
Armed with the engins of war the micro- 
scope, the scales, the offensiv weapons of 
chemistry, and reason — they hav probed, and 
weighed, and experimented, and still the 
question is unsolved, the citadel unsacked. 
Professor Bokorny can tell you that albumen 
is composed of so many molecules of carbon, 
and nitrogen, and hydrogen, and can persuade 
you of the difference between activ and pas- 
siv albumen, and can show by wonderfully 
delicate experiments what the aldehydes hav 
to do in the separation of gold from the com- 
plicated solutions; but he can’t tell you why 
from one egg comes a little rid hin,” and 
from another a bantam. 

You leave your silver spoon an hour in 
your egg-cup and it is coated with a com- 
pound of sulphur. Why is that sulphur there? 
Wonderful that evolution should provide for 
the bones of the future hen. There is phos- 
phorus also in that little microcosm, and the 
oxygen of the air, passing through the shell, 
unites with it, and the acid dissolves the 
shell, thus making good, strong bones for the 
chick, and at the same time thinning the 
prison walls Chemists know a good deal 
now about albumen, and if they cannot tell 
us why life differentiates itself therein and 
thereby, they can tell you how not to spoil 
your breakfast by overdoing your egg. 

— — itm — 
Training a Boy. 

I am writing the scrappy sort of letter 
which is particularly obnoxious to the soul of 
the editor, says Arlo Bates in the Providence 
Journal, and therefore take occasion to tuck 
in a story with a moral, which was told the 
other day in a discussion on the training of 
children. A gentleman who is regarded as 
eccentric by the more conventional of his ac- 
quaintances, and whose mansgement of his 
son, & lad of some seven summers, is especially 
amszing to the gossips, returned home the 
other evening to be met with the news that 
the boy had cut a hole in the drawing-room 
sofa. 

„ Well, my son,” the father said, after be- 
ing informed by the lad that he had done the 
damage under the pressure of an irresistible 
desire, such as is usually the plea of children 
in similar circumstances, ‘‘I am very sorry 
that you should spoil my sofa. I hav just 
paid seventy-five dollars to hav it recovered, 
and I cannot afford to hav that done over 
again. The only thing I can see is for you to 
sit on that cut place when anybody is here, 
go as to cover it. I know you don’t like com- 
pany very well, but I know your mother 
would be ashamed to hav callers see that 
hole.” 

The small boy knew his father too well to 
protest, and, indeed, for the moment, he was 
probably only too happy to get off so easily. 
When, however, he had been summoned to 
sit on that cut two or three times things wore 
a different aspect. He heard the door-bell 


ring with apprehension, and when he was 
called for to run to the drawing-room he 
burst into wailing and weeping so violently 
that his presence had to be dispensed with. 
Now, my son,” his father said to him, I 
did not make any fuss when you cut my new 
sofa covering, and I can’t allow you to make 
a fuss about bearing the consequences of 
"what you did to please yourself." 

The poor little wretch was reduced to a 
condition of despair pitiful to behold, when 
his father said to him : 

“Now, Willis, I am going to make a 
proposition to you. You may do just as you 
please about it. I promised you a soldier's 
uniform at Christmas; now, if you had 
rather I took that money and had the sofa 
mended, I will put enough with it to get the 
thing done." 

The lad chose to hav the sofa mended, 
and at Christmas he bore his disappointment 
like his father's son. He did hav, it is only 
fair to his father to add, a good deal in the 
way of alleviations of one sort and another. 

: — — 

Corner Gospel. 
NO ROYAL ROAD TO KNOWLEDGE. 

- You cannot acquire knowledge but by spe- 
cialeffort. It matters not, prince or peasant 
alike must dig and delve for the golden ore 
of learning. Money can put many things in 
your hands, but it cannot instil] knowledge 
in your brain. That comes by trying. Over 
and over must the lesson be conned, thought 
exercised, and the reasoning faculties be 
duly used if one would gain an entrance to 
the fields of science. Knowledge is power. 
It is strength to the weak. It-is true royalty. 
He is a king who has knowledge and wig- 
dom to apply it. The earth is a great school- 
book. Its pages open to the earnest seeker 
after light. It offers a feast to all, rich and 
poor, lowly and lofty, precisely the same. 

When a king asked Euclid, the mathema- 
tician, whether he could not explain his art 
to him in an easier manner, he was answered 
that there was no royal road to geometry.” 
Other things may be seized by might or pur- 
chased with money, but knowledge is to be 
gained by study, and study is to be prosecuted. 
only in retirement. 

The wise person will improve the present 
hour. Its wings are of wind, and when once 
gone it. comes not back. Store its flying 
minutes with the honey of knowledge, is the 
admonition to all. 8. H. W. 

— —¹— — 
An Ingenious Schoolboy. 


An ingenious English schoolboy, who 
wanted an answer to an arithmetical prob. 
lem, dropped into a grocer’s store on his way 
to schoo] and said he wanted certain com- 
modities at certain prices. After exhausting 
his list he said: ‘‘Now if I giv you a half 
sovereign, what change shall I get back ?” 
The grocer told him, whereat he thanked the 
shopman and turned to go. Wait for the 
things,” called the grocer; and his disgust 
can be imagined when the urchin told him he 
was late for school, and, as he hadn't learned 
his arithmetic lesson, he had adopted that 
method of getting the problem worked for 
him.— Hacha nge. 

— . — — 
Thanks to Lora Flick. 

Lora Flick will please accept thanks for 
beautiful specimen of moss and a lovely 
agate. i Ep. C. C. 

— — —————— 


Correspondence. 


Conoorpia, Kan., Dec. 9, 1891. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to the Children’s Corner in order that 
its readers may know there is another Free- 
thinker growing up. Pa takes Taz TRUTH 
BEEKER. I like to read the Corner, and 
also enjoy looking at the pictures. I am 
twelv years of age. I go to school. I like 
my teacher very well. Her name is Miss 
Garfer; she is a Christian and opens schcol 
every morning by reading a chapter from a 
book that teaches a fiat and four-cornered 
earth. That may be right, but it doesn’t cor- 
respond with my geography. I hav six 
studies, reading, writing, spelling, geogra- 
phy, arithmetic, and history. I hav a 
brother nine years of age; his name is Roy. 
He will write ‘to the Corner some time. I 
will close with best wishes for the Corner. I 
will write again if this escapes the waste- 
basket. From your Liberal friend, . 

GRORGR BowriNG. 

[Another bright boy added to our family. 

Welcome. — En. C. C.] 


BALTIMORE, Mp., Dec. 15, 1891. 

Dzar Miss WixoN: I am ten years old and 
this is my first letter to the Corner. There 
are letters in the Corner that I like very 
much. Papa takes Taz TRUTH SEEKER and 
Investigator. We enjoy both papers. We 
hav been here three months and hav not 
made the acquaintance of a Liberal family 


yet. There appear not to be many Liberals in 
Baltimore. Papa was here three weeks be- 
fore he found one. 

Fernapa I am taking up too much of your 
time, so I will close, wishing you and your 
little correspondents a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. 

Sincerely, EpwiN R. FRIEND. 


[We are pleased to welcome Edwin and 
hope to hear from him often. . A big city like 
Baltimore ought to contain many Liberals.. 
We trust some of them will take the trouble 
to find the new-comers and be;sociable, It is 
lonely to be strangers in a large city, with 
none of our own way of thinking to speak 
to.—En. C. C.] 
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CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. 
Yltimating in the Religion of Science. 
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By J. E. REMSBURG. —— 
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À PLEA FOR ATHEISM 
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Men Women,and Gods, 


And Other 1 
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Mortality of the Soul and the Im. 
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JEHOVAH UNVEILED) Her Past and VERE Her Rights and 
rongs. 


Character of the Jewish Jehovah Delineated, 
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MORAL PHYSIOLOGY. MATERIALISM: 
A Treatise on the Population Question. Irs History AND Irs INFLUENOR UPON 
By R. D. OWEN. BOOTY. 
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Translated from the German. 
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Christian Absurdities, 
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Daringly witty and inegprossibly. laughable By SALADIN. 
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BLASPHEMY AND THE BIBLE, 
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FORCE AND MATTER; 


of the Universe, With a sys- 
tem of Morality Based 
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French Revolution 
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Have We a Supernatural, Inspired, Miraculous 
Religion ? ` 
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Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Narra- 
tive in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren DRNSLOw, LL.D. 
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QUESTION SETTLED. 


BIBLICAL and MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 


By Moses HULL. 
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Rational Communism, 


Tes PRESENT AND FuruRE REPUBIIO or 
NoRZTH ARRI. 
Advocates associate life and employment as a pre- 
ventive of vice, crime, poverty, etc. 
By A CAPITALIBT. 
Paper, 498pp., 50 otg.: clo., $1. 


Relation of Witcheraft to Religion. 
By A. C. LYALL. 2 
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Fruits of Philosophy. 


POPULATION QUESTION. 


By Dr. Knowlton. Edited by Charles Bradlaugh 
and Annie Besant. 
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TRUTH. A Poem. By E.N. Kings- 


ley. 10 cents. 


FOVERTY: Its Cause and Cure. 


How the Poor May Attain Comfort and Independ- 
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By M. G. H. 
. . 10 cents. 


Price, 


Religion of Inhumanity. 
With & Glance at the Religion of Humanity. 
BY FREDERIO HARRISON. 

Price, 15 cents. 


RELIGION: 
Ihe Gibraltar of the World, as Now Constituted. 
By . T. Bondies. 
ith 


Exceptions to the Character of 
Christ as a Gentieman. 
By W. T. Purviance. 


IMAGE BREAKER. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Six Lectures. ; 
Decline of Faith. 
Protestant Intolerance. 
Washington an Unbeliever. 
Jefferson an Unbeliever. 
Paine and Wesley. 
Christian Sabbath. 
Hach, 5 cents; bound, pap., 25 cents; per doz., 40. 


SABBATH BREAKING. 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
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For THE Crime or FORGERY. 
By BECULARIST. 
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SEMITIC GODS AND THE 


BIBLE. 


Including Allah, Jebovah, Satan, Hol 
Jesus Christ, Vi gin Mary, Bibl: Shon: 
By D. M. BENNETT. 
(From Vol. II. Gods and Religions.) 
838pp., Pap.» 60 6.; clo., $1. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, 


Subscription price, $3 per annum. 


No. BOOKS ISSUED. Price. 
1. The Truth Seeker Annual and Freethink- 


ers, ana. . . 2 . 25 
2. Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
ener venere 3 ee. 50 
3. Age of Reason, Thomas Paine 25 
4, Answers to Christian Questions. P. M. 
lennett........ 2 ssesesesee — HD 
5. Ohristian Absurdities, John Peck... 90 
6. Viotor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire. . 10 
7. Ingersoli’s Address on Bhakspere ........ 25 


OTHER NUMBERS IN PREPARATION. 
, Yearly subscribers will receive all the books 
issued during the year. Single copies of each 
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Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COO. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A NINETEENTH OENTURY NOVEL. 

Preface by R, G. INGERSOLL. 
For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
piris and a younger brother who were left parent- 
688, with little money, fair education, and much 
courage, to make their way through the worid by 
going Ohicago. The author is also the heroin. 
. The narrativ i8, in the main, a history of a work 
ing girl'g lifo and experience in the city of Ohicago 
among bluff business men, kind-hearted folks. 
and disreputable hypoorits. It is just such a story 
of human life as we should expect Colonel Inger- 
soll to be interested in; and whatever he iros 
and appreciates is sure to be worth the attentior 

of the rest of the world, Price 25 cents. | 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Charles Watts's Werks. 


The Teachings of Secularism Com 
pared with Orthodox Christian- 
ity. 96 pages. Price, 25 cents. 


Secularism: Is It Founded on 
Reason, and Is It Sufficient to 
Meet the Needs of Mankind? 
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax 
Evening Mati and Charles Watts. With Profa- 
tory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and 
Colonel Ingersoll, and an Introduction by 
Helen H. Gardener. 60 pages, 25 cents. 

A Reply to Father Lambert's 
+ Tactics of Infidels.”? 20 cents. 
Post free. 

Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 
aud Influence, 32 pages. Price, 15 
cents. ‘ 

The Horrors of the French Revo- 

lIution: Their Causes. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Secularism: Destructiv and Con. 
structiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 
10 cents. 

Bible Morality. Its Teachings Shown 
to be Contradictory and Defectiv as an Ethical 
Guide, 24 pages. Price, 10 cents . 

Agnosticism and Christian Theism: 
Which Is the More Reasonable? 
24 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

Evolution and Special Creation. 
10 cents. 

Saints and Sinners—Which? 24 
pages in cover. Price, 10 cents. 

The Superstition of the Christian 
Sunday: A Plea for Liberty and Jus- 
tice. 86 pages. Price, 10 cents. 

The Glory of Unbel' ef. 22 pages in 
cover. Price, 10 cents. 

Nature and the Supernatural; or, 
Belief and Knowledge. 24 pages. 
Price, 10 cents. 

The American Secular Union ; Its 
Necessity and the Justice of Its 
Nine Demands. (Dedicated to Colo- 


nel Robert Ingersoll.) 82 pages in cover, 
Price, 10 cents. ` 
Theological Presumption: An Open 
Letter to the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, 
.B. In this letter the following subject are 
dealt with: 1. Why Do the Olergy Avoid 
Debate? 2. The Position of Agnosticism 
Toward Obristianity. 3, Freethought and 
Men of Science. 4. The Difference between 
Facts and Opinions, 5. Ohrist and Heroism. 
6. Ohristianity and Slavery. 16 pages. Price, 


5 cents. 
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Statements sent free on application to Wor. 
genter, P. O. Mission, Worcester, Mass. Books 
aned., 


SCIENCE VERSUS RELIGION, 


OR, THE . 


Conflict between Reason and Superstition. 
BY T. C. WIDDICOMBE, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Price, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Liberty in Literature, 


By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL. 


Address at the Testimonial to Walt 
Whitman. 


Xie, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
lished at this office. 


Pub. 
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Ziberal Meetings. 


These notices are for the benefit of Liberals 
who may be visiting the places where these socie- 
ties are located. Local Secular Unions and 


GIRARD'S WILL 
(|Girard College Theology. 


E EA 3 TEM Freethought Societies meeting regularly can 
irard' (ce j f . 
Of the perversion of tep! hon Girar sma 8 nt | hae their gatherings advertised here free by for. 


churches and Young Men’s warding the necessary information. 
Uerum Associa- 
on. 


By Bion. B. WESTRROOE. D.D., LL.D. 
Price $1. Address Taz TRUTH BIER. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Priee, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 60 sents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


ddross THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Adres fete Placa Now York, 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for 
sale at this office. Price, 5) cents. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club, N. V. 


Meets every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, at Ger - 
man Masonic Temple, 220 East 15th street. Lect. 
ures and discussions. The public cordially invited 


The Newark Liberal League . 


Meets every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock at 
Liberal League Hall, 177 Halsey st., cor. Market 
st,, Newark, N. J. Lectures and discussione on 
religious and social questions., Seats free and 
everybody welcome. ` 


American Secular Union, Newark 
Branch. 


124 Market street. Assembles every Sunday 
evening at 7:30. Lectures, debates, and diecus- 
sions on all important secular subjects. Pres. 
ident, Henny BIRD; Secretary, Oora BELLE 


Brooklyn Ent covntest Associa- 
tion 

Meets at Fraternity rooms Beu ord avenue and 

South 2d street, Brooklyn, E, D. at 3 P.M.» ever 

Sunday. Lectures followed by discussion. Pla 

form free. Oharle8 Monholland, secretary, 248 

Broadway; Brooklyn, E. D. 


Philadelphia Liberal League 25. 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall. Broad an d 
Wood sts., at 2:0 and 7:30 P. M. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able spes kers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publioation s always on hand at cheap rates. 


CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 


AN ADDRESS 
By ROBT. G. INGERSOLL, 
DELIVERED BEFORE THE 
New York State Bar Association, at Albany. 
N. Y., Jan. 91, 1890. 


The only Complete and Authorized Edition. 
PRIOR, TEN, CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. Now York. 


RELIGION OF MAN 


AND 


ETHICS OF SCIENCE. 


HUDSON TUTTLE. 
A Historical and Oritical Review of the Religion 
of Man. 

OoxTENTS: What is Religion? Fetichism. Phal- 
lic Worship. Man’s Moral Progress Dependent 
on His Intellectual Growth. The Great Theolog- 
ical Problem. .Man’s Fall, and the Ohristian 
Scheme for his Bedemption. Man’s Position, 
Fate. Free Will, Free Agency, Necessity. Re- 
sponsibility of the Individual. Genesis and Evo- 
lution of Spirit. The Law of Moral Government. 
The Apostles. Selfish Propensities. Love. Wis 
dom. Oharter of Rights. Duties and Obligations 
of the Individual. Duties and Obligations of 
Society. Rights of Government. Duties of 8o- 
ciety to Oriminals. Duty of Self Culture. Mar- 
riage. Cloth; price, $1.50. z 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


By Edward Bellamy, 
Author of Dr. Heidenhoff’s Process,” etc. 


THE 
UNIVERSE ANALYZED 


By JOHN R. KELSO, A.M., 
Author of “Deity Analyzed,” The Bible Ana- 
lyzed,” “The Real Blasphemers,” * Spir- 
itualism Sustained,” ete., eto. 


The latest and best work of an analytic thinker, 
who is gifted with those rare powers that render 
the subtiest conceptions the easy property of the 
ordinary mind. The book contains many ideas 
that will be new to the world and productiv of 
good in furnishing food for thought. We trust it 
will hav the immense distribution it ge richly 
merits.—[The American Idea. 


Oloth, 1mo, $i. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Secular Society of Kent, O., 


Meets semi-monthly, first and third Sundays, at 2 
P.M., at the town ll. friends of human 
cultivation are invited. Marros HETIdHTORM, Seo. 


Elizur Wright Secular Union 


Of Alliance, O., meets the first and fourth Sun - 
days of each month at Independent Ohurch, at 
10:30 A. M. Free discussion on all Liberal subjects. 
Subscriptions to THE TRUTE SEEKER and Investi- 


gator are solicited. R. G. Sura, Cor. Ses. 


Chicago Secular Union 


Meets every Sunday evening at 7:30 P. x., at 
Fort Dearborn Hall, 181 West Madison street. 
and at 116 Fifth avenue. Lectures and debates. 
Strangers from abroad are welcome. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Liberal Club 


Holds meetings every Sunday evening at 216 
Grand ave., (Fraternity Hall), Lecture d llowed 
by debates. The public cordially invited.” ius 


Cosmian Hymn Book, 


A OOLLEOTION OF 


Original and Selected Hymns 
(Words and. Music) 


For Liberal and Ethical Societies. 
For Schools and the Home. 


San Francisco, Cal., Freethought 
Society 
Meets every Sunday evening at Union Square 


It is a thought-breeding book, and all whe are all, 421 Post street, at 8 o'clock. A cordial invi- 
fre to receive new light will find in it satisfaction SONDA BY tation is extended to all. Seats free. an 
ROICYT e L. K. WASHBURN. 

e appeal is alwa & n, 
and to bis noblest sentiments: never to his sel- PRIOR, 8 . : $1.50. Port Angeles Secular Union 
fishness.—[Boston Post. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. Moots every Sunday at 7:20 vm. in Maodon- 


ald’s Hall in Port Angeles, Wash. Leot- 
ures, songs, and select reading. Discussion in- 
vited on all subjects. Liberal literature digtrib- 
uted free. Frank MoRsE, Cor. Seo. 


A suggestion of a really practicable and feasi- 
ble social state greatly in advance of the present. 
The romantic narrativ is rich in its forecast of 
actual possibilities.—[Boston Traveler. 
12mo, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FESTIVAL OF ASHTAROTH. 


A tale of Pales ine, ‘ounded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. 


By A. O. MIDDLETON. 
Price. E : 10 centa. 


DOWN THEY CO! 


Best make American Stemwind Watches, 15 
jewels, adjusted, pat. regulator, in Bilverine case. 
only $11; in 3 ounce coin silver, $16; 4 ounce, $17 
(a few years ago $60). In best 14 kt. filled gold 
cases, Open face, $20; hunting, $28 to $28; 14 kt. 
solid gold, $40 to $100; same, not adjusted, $2 less ; 
11 jwis. $3.50, and 7 jwis. $5 less (lower grade 


watohes, ET Ek and $2 50). 

THE PERFEOTED “OTTO WETISTEIN" 
WATOH, much finer than above, full adjusted to 
heat, cold, and position, 16 jwls, and all modern 
improvements, nickel Movement, Cased a8 above, 
$8 more, gilt mov't. $6 more. No one else in the 
world sends out 80 good a watch at the price 

LADIVS' 0 HUNTING AMERIOAN 
WATOHES, latest styles. best filled, 7 jwis. $17; 
11 Jwig. $18 50; 15 jwis. $25; 14 kt. solid gold, $10 
to $100 more, All sent prepaid, kept inorder one 
year, and cash refunded if not satisfactory, 

DIAMONDS: in rings, pins. drops, studs, etc., 
$10; $15; $35; $50; $100 to $1,000 per set. Cash re- 
funded, if not 20 per cent below regular price, 
any time within one year. 

WEDDING RINGS: Plain, chased, with pearls, 

emeralds, rabies, moonstones, Opals, garnets, 

turquoise, solitaires or combinat ons, a specialty. 

SUNDRIES : Rogers Bros’. triple plated knives. 
$1.75, forks, 81.75; Tea spoons, $1.80 ; Tables, $3.49; 
Best spects. in the world, $1; Pebbles, $2; 14 kt. 
gold, $5 more (send line of finest print you can 
read without glasses 14 inches from eyes); Gold 
headed canes, $8; $10; $15; $20. Best razor—a 
laxury—$2; Solid silver spoons, $1.70 per ounce. 
Bouveneir spoons, silver, 81.25 to $2; Tea seta, 
$20 to $40; everything in the line of fancy table 
silver, novelties, plush, and art goods, gold pens, 
eto, All sent ed (except cutlery) subject to 

xchange or cash back. 

5 OTTO WETTSTEIN, | A patient writing from Da-enpori, ash. 
Established 1857. Rochelle, Ill. | gays: “Your remedy is marvellous, and will 
Send for price-lists, beautiful cards in colors | accomplish what is said it will do. The value 

and gold of my Freethought badges (large and | of which is untol4.” 

smali), tracts, eto. Free. j 


DONALD KENNEDY 
Of Roxbury, Mass, Says: 


Strange cases cured by my MFDIOAL DIS- 
COVERY come to me every day. Here is one of 
Paralysis—Blindness—and the Grip. Now how 
does my MEDIOAL DISOOVERY cure all these ? 
I don’t know, unless it takes hold of the Hidden 
Poison that makes all Humor. 


VIRGINIA Orty, NEVADA, Sept. 9th, 1891. 

Donald Kennedy—Dear Sir: I willstate my case 
to you: About nine years ago I was paralyzed in 
my left side, and the best doctors gave me no 
relief for iwo years, and I was advised to try your 
DISCOVERY, which did its duty. andin a few 
months I was restored to health. About four years 
ago I became blind in my left eye by a spotted 
cataract. Last March [ was taken with La Grippe, 
and was confined to my bed forthree months. At 
the end of that time. as in the start, then it struck 
me that your DISOOVERY was the thing for me; 
so I got a bottle, and before it was half gone I 
was able to go to my work in the mines. Now in 
regard to my eyes, a8 I lost my left eye. and about 
six months ago my right eye became affected with 
black spots over the sight as did the left eye 
perhaps some twenty of them—but since I have 
been using your DISCOVERY they all left my 
right eye but one; and, thank God, the bright 
light of heaven is once more making its appearance 
in my lert eye. I am wonderfully astonished at it. 
and thank God and your MEDIOAL DISCOVERY. 
Yours traly, Hank WHITE. 


AN INFIDEL REMEDY. 
SEND Ap opm 
2 


The West End Progressive Lib- 
eral Union 


Of Los Angeles, Oal., meets semi-monthly, first 
and third undays, at 8 o'clock, P.M., at Parra 
Hall. Everybody invited. MRS. R. M. BERBA. 


Pres.: J. H. MoWinLIAM8: Bec. Sec. 


The Walla Walla Liberal Club 


Meets every Sunday at 2 p.m. in Grand Arm 
hall, Main street, Walla Walla, Washington, 
Science Leotures.—Free Discussions.—Original 
and Beleoted Readings and Poems. A large val. 
uable library is at the service of members and 
friends. A. Bosznow, Pres.; A.W. OALDER, Sec. 


The Roeder Secular Union 


Of Roeder, Wash., meets every first and third 
Sunday in the month, at the Roeder school-house. 
Lectures, discussions, reading, and poems. The 
greatest freedom accorded to all. Our motto, 
Universal Mental Liberty.” D.E. Brox, Pres.; 
BELL, Vice-Pres.; OnanLzs SHEA, Beo. 


Fort Worth, Tex.. Liberal Club, 


Meets every Funday at Knights of Labor Hall, 

1604 Main street, at 10 o'clock, A.M. Visiting Lib- 

erals invited to attend. Cor. A. HABRIS Pres. 
Isaao8. LEE. Seo. 


Liberal Association of Austin, 


M 2 VINELAND, N. J. 


ANTI x for his book on youth- 


| ful errors, early decay, 


wasting weakness, lost 
manhood &c. It sets 
forth an External A 

plication— 3 reliable 
home cure,with fulldi- 


D rections for use. Its 2 
S3 


COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL’S 


Memorial Address to Roscoe 
Conkling, 


Before the Senate and Assembly of New 
York, 

- With Fine Steel Engraving of Senator Conkling. 
Bound in black cloth; silver side stamp. 
Price, 75 cents, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY 


By Lupwia FRUERBACH. 
Translated from the German by Geo. Eliot. 
Price, $3. 


certainty, no failure. 
State where you saw 
this advertisement, 


AND STEREORTICONS 


afford the best and cheapest means of object teaching for 

3 Colleges, ools, and Sunday Schools. Our as. 
"JH sortment 92 Views, illustrating E Baton, 
" ense. For Mome Amusement and Parlor Entertainment, etc., no can 

| 5 sot TM found ag instructive or amusing.  (.7 Church Entertainments, Public Exhibt. 


tions and Pop- ^ OP A very profitable business for 
ular lllastrat- PAY W E L L a person with small capital. We are 
Med Lectures ® the largest manufacturers and deal- 
ers, and ship to all parts of the world. If you wish to know how to order, how to conduct Parlor 
Ente: ments for pleasure, or Publie Exhibitions. eic. for MAKING MONEY 


e 
mir a a Fo fd K de. New Fori 


name this paper, and send for our 


= McALLISTER. 
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Gems of the Beek. 


DeEprw says that if Blaine wishes he will 
get the presidential nomination; if he does 
not wish it, Harrison will get it. 


Iw the Cork riots one of the priests fight- 
ing on the McCarthyite side knocked down 
and badly hurt a Parnellite, and then, as the 


latter was thought dying, kneeled and ad-. 


ministered the last rites of religi on. 


Henry Requa hanged himself on the 16th. 
He, like his mother, had religious mania. 
He was activ in Sunday-school work. On 
the morving of the 16th he visited Rev. Dr. 
Bourne and said, There is no redemption 
for me.” He could not be reassured, but left 
despondent. - 


TAE German government district of Wies- l 


baden has drawn up regulations for pre- 
venting injuries to health resulting from 
circumcision.” Persons desirous of circum- 
cision must obtain a certificate from the 
royal district physician. The method of 
operation is minutely prescribed. 


Joan W. Maox, a madman, was ignorantly 
released from Bethany Home, a ‘ Divine 
Hesling ” institution, and went to Bolivar, 
Pa., on the night of the 9th and murdered 
a married couple, and was beating in a door 
to kill the three children and grandmother 
when overpowered, 


Ex- PRT GREGOIRE is meeting great diffi 
culty in delivering his lecture, Why I Left 
the Church of Rome,” at Montreal. On one 
occasion the church was partly wrecked and 
people were injured by stones, police clubs, 
and crushing and stifling The reserves from 
six police stations were unable to quell the 
rioters till reinforced by Protestant students 
from Bishop’s University. 


Last Sunday during services at Bt. Mary's 
Anglican church at Newry, Ireland, eleven 
vestrymen advanced to the altar and seized 
the communion cloth. The rector also seized 
it, and both sides tugged and scuffled till the 
vestrymen got it, when they cut off and 
burnt the lettering ** I. H. S., “ to which they 
had long objected. Police were summoned 
and took their names for prosecution. 


On the 15th a young man in Berlin imitated 
Russell Sage’s assailant. He demanded of 
Banker Hermann ten thousand marks on pain 
of instant destruction by dynamite. Mr. 
Hermann called loudly for help to arrest the 
man, who fled but was caught. He had on 
him gunpowder and a white powder of 
unknown nature. His identity is unknown. 


CHARLES Henry WILLIAM Hodd, a crank, 
has been arrested at Washington for annoy ing 
President Harrison. He is lately from Home- 
stead, Pa., where he had visited all the 
clergymen and said that society is on a wrong 
basis and can be reconstructed only by a new 
church which he proposed. He was to be 
head and all who helped were to be saints. 


ERNST JAOKSON, Who represents the New 
York Bible Society at the Barge Office, gave 
a Bible to Barbette Weimann, a German girl, 
who landed from the steamship Trave. 
Father Geyer, in charge of the Leo Haus, on 
State street, an institution for German immi- 
grant girls of Catholic faith, took the Bible 
from Barbette when he learned that she was a 
Catholic. Jackson resented the interference, 
and in the quarrel that followed the clerical 
gentlemen all but came to blows. Pastor 
Simons, a Methodist missionary, took a hand 
on Jackson’s side. Father Geyer refused to 
giv up the Bible, and, but for Landing Super- 
intendent John Simpson, there would hav 
been trouble. 


A MEETING of the Maharastra Hindoos was 
held recently in the Thakordwar temple, 
Bombay, to consider what steps should be 
taken in protest against certain libelous hand- 
bills distributed among the nativs by Chris- 
tian missionaries. The chairman, Mr. Dhondu 
Shamrao Garud, said that handbills bearing a 
gross libel of the groat Hindoo god Krishna 
had been circulated by the Bible Tract Soci- 
ety. A slur was cast on their god Krishna, 
and such misrepresentation wounded the re- 
ligious feelings of the Hindoos. He advised 
them to memorialize government praying 
that the missionaries should be stopped from 
interfering in their religious matters and de- 
faming their gods. 


Mvon evidence has been discovered that 
the man who exploded the bomb at Russell 
Bage’s office was Henry L. Norcross, a Boston 
note-broker. The head has been identified by 
his parents in Somerville, a suburb of Boston, 
and by many friends. Norcross's tailor has 
identified the clothes. But Norcross’s dentist 
finds the dead man’s teeth unfilled and not 
requiring filling, while many of Noreross's 
teeth had been filled. And some of Norcross's 
friends declare the head not his. Norcross is 
described as a Freethinker, a believer iu 
economic reform, an abstainer from liquor 
and tobacco, honest, and tender to his parents. 
He had long desired a capitalist to fioat an 
elevated railroad plan of his with which he 
could make a fortune, and anxious pursuit of 
thig end perhaps crazed him. Medical men 
hav found clear signs of insanity in the bomb- 
thrower’s brain. Russell Sage has published 
a card thanking those who hav sympathized 
with him, concluding: ‘‘ Further, I beg to 
add that we should increase our faith, our 
love, our hope, our trust in the God that 
created us, the God of our salvation. Grate- 
fully, Russell Sage.” 


yall. E 


9 


n 


— — r 


kindled but a little. 


ONLY 2 CENTS. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 


There has just been published for genera] circu- 
Jation a most interesting pamphlet, containing a 
good likeness of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll and arti- 
cles from the following well-known writers: R. G. 
Ingersoll, Thaddeus B. Wakeman, B. F. Under- 
wood, Matilda Joslyn Gage, Helen: H. Gardener, 
Rev. Henry Frank, Nelly Booth Simmons, A. B. 
Bradford, Parker Pillsbury, Lucy N. Colman, 
Capt, R. C. Adams, Prof. A. L. Rawson, Lyman 
C. Howe, Susan H. Wixom, Allen Pringle, Wm. 
Emmette Coleman, Harry Hoover, Mrs. M. A. 
Freeman, Sara Underwood, Rev. J. C. Grumbine, 
J. J. McCabe, Lydia R. Chase, Henry M. Taber, J. 
C. Watkins, Dr. Edward Montgomery, Emma 
Rood Tuttle, Dr. Juliet Severance, Hudson Tuttle, 
E. C. Walker, Judge C. B. Waite, Dyer. D. Lum, 
Voltairine de Cleyre, Lewis G. Janes and Dr. Rich- 
ard Hodgson. . 

Ihe publication will be forwarded to any address 
in the United States or Canada on receipt of an 
American two-cent postage stamp. 

Address FREETHINKERS’ MAGAZIN 

" Buffalo, N, Y, 


W. S. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought 


CONTAINING 


In condensed and systematized form a vast 
amount of 


Evidence Against Christianity. 
Selected from the Writings of the 
Leading American and Huropean 
Freethinkers and Scientists, 


Of his work Mr. Bell says: “I hav aimed in 
Preparing this work to put into compact and 
orderly form a large amount of irrefragable 
evidence against the superstitions of the church. 
I hay often felt the need of such a work for my 
own use. The matter herewith presented hag 
been culled from some of the ablest writers living 
and dead. As a book of reference I hope it may 
be a valuable aid to all investigators and truth- 
seekers. Its running headlines, chapter heads, 
subheads, and classified subjects make it a hand- 

ook. 

Price $1.95. Address this office. 


SCIENCE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, 


I. EvoLUTIoN, ANTIQUITY, 
William Durham, F.R.S 


II. Astronomy, SUN, Moon, Stars, Ero. By Will. 
iam Durham, F. R. S. H. Y 

These handy series of volumes on science—of 

which the above works form the first two num- 

bers, others to follow—are written in a way that 

cannot fail to make them interesting to even the 

most casual reader. They supply & popular need. 
The price of each is 50 cents in cloth. 


I , Ero. By 


WATER OF LIFE 
Is Doing Wonders in Curing the Sick, 
Write for pamphlet, to J. R. PERRY, 
84 South Main Street, Wilkesbarre, Pa, 


WILLING BUT UNABLE.—DOES JESUS WANT TO BE KISSED? 


Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.— Psalms ii, 12. 


THIRD EDITION. 


My Religious Experience. 
By S, P, Putnam. 
Price, a) Ee 25 cents. 


OTHER WORKS BY §. P. PUTNAM. 


The New God. Price, 10 cents. 
The Problem of the Universe, and 


its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms 
of Universology. Price, 20 cents. 


Waifs and Wanderings, A New 

American Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 

50 cents. A prose epic of the war, rich with 

incident and dramatic power; breezy from 

first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day.. John Swinton’s Paper. 

“The 


Golden Throne, A Romance. 
author certainly hag genius. The divine 
oreativ spark is with him. The book is filled 
with manly thoughts, expressed in manly 
words—the transcript of a manly mind. 
Every Liberal should read Golden Throne.“ 
—IngersoW. Price, $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
itia showa there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. i 

“Tt 


Prometheus, A Poem. ig 


crammed with life, thought, and profound. 

emotion, poured forth, it seems to me, with 

Pri beauty.“ Dr. Henry F. Bellows, 
rice, $1. 


Why Don't He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic poems. Price, 10 cents. 


Adami and Heva. A poetic version 
of the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
which its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown, Price, 10 cents. 
For all of the above address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER: OO., 
28 Lafayette Piace, New York. 


“WHY” 
I specially want 500 orders for books within the 


next three months. 
riends will please send stamp for circulars and 
WHY. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER, 
Bnowville, Va. 


GODS AND RELIGIONS 
ANCIENT AND MODERN TIMES 


Vol. I, Give a Full Account of all the Gods, in- 
cluding Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 
8vo; 335pp. Vol. II. Desoribes Fully all 
the Religious Systema of the World. 
8vo,957pp. Cloth, $3 per vol.; the 
2 vols., $5; leather, $7; mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 

BY D. M. BENNETT. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Gems of Ghanghi. 


PLEASURE is Nature’s test, her sign of ap- 
proval. When man is happy, he is in har- 
mony with himself and his environment,— 
Oscar Wilde, 


Tue whole system of sacrifices in the Old 
Testament is calculated to harden the heart. 
The butchery of oxen and lambs, the killing 
of doves, the perpetual destruction of life, 
the continual shedding of blood—these things, 
if they hav any tendency, tend only to harden 
the heart of childhood.—Rodét. G. Ingersoll. 


WHEN we coolly examin the opinions of 
men, we are surprised to find that even in 
those opinions which they regard as the most 
essential, nothing is more uncommon than 
common sense; or, in other words, nothing is 
more uncommon than a degree of judgment 
sufficient to discover the most simple truths, 
or reject the most striking absurdities, and 
to be shocked with palpable contradictions. 
— D’ Holbach. 


How will you treat the impious man, the 
daring blasphemer, who says to you—See 
only with my eyes; do not think yourself; I 
proclaim to you a tyrant God, who ordained 
me to be your tyrant ; I am his well-beloved ;. 
he will torment to all eternity millions of his 
creatures, whom he detests, for the sake of 
gratifying me; I will be your master in this 
world, and will laugh at your torments in 
the next? Do you not feel a very strong in- 
clination to beat this cruel blasphemer.— 
Voltaire. E 


PERHAPS Ishall be told in the cant-language 
of the day, as I hav often been told by the 
Bishop of Llandaff and others, of the great 
and laudable pains that many pious and 
learned men hav taken to explain the obscure, 
and reconcile the contradictory, or, as they 
say, the seemingly. contradictory passages of 
the Bible. It is because the Bible needs such 
an undertaking, that is one of the first causes 
to suspect it is nor the word of God; this 
single reflection, when carried home to the 
mind, is in itself a volume.—Paine. 


Amone the slaves of the Scotch kirk-tyrants 
the long-continued suppression of all health- 
ier pastimes contributed its share to the in- 
crease of intemperance. On the day when 
the laboring classes found their only chance 
of leisure, outdoor sports were strictly pro- 
hibited. Dancing was considered a heinous, 
and on the Sabbath almost an unpardonable, 
sin. The tennis-halls were closed from Sat- 
urday night to Monday morning. Bathing 
was sinful. Mountain excursions, strolls 
along the beach, or in the open fields, were 
not permitted on the day of the Lord. Die- 
tetic excesses, however, escaped control, and 
thus became the general outlet for the cruelly 
suppressed craving for a diversion from the 
deadly monotony of drudgery and church- 
penance. ‘‘ Nature will hav her revenge.” 
Professor Felix Oswald in the Bible of Nat- 
ure. 


„PRE powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken” (Matt. xiv, 29). Who are the 
powers of the heavens?” Say Jehovah is 
the principal power: who is to shake him? 
Is the Son to catch the Father by the nape 
of the neck and somewhere else, and shake 
him as & terrier shakes a rat? And, with 
celestial courtesy, is the Father to recipro- 
cate, and so shake the Son till all his teeth 
chatter? And then is the Ghost to try 
his hand at shaking the two of them, 
and to finish off by knocking their heads 
together? This is the most rational mode 
of shaking the powers of heaven that 
occurs to me. The shaking should hav 
taken place some eighteen centuries ago; but 
quite likely it will be all the more terrible 
when it does take place. The tribes of the 
earth are to mourn when they see the Son of 
Man coming in the clouds. Well may they 
mourn without ceasing if his second coming 
is to be as prolific as his first has been in hate 
and bloodshed and ignorance and misery !— 
Saladin. 


Tue records of nature hav now been found 
to reveal an orderly and progressiv system of 
the development of matter and mind into its 
present forms, extending through vast ages, 
proving the Mosaic story of creation to be 
untrue, and placing it among the myths of 
earlier days of the human race, which are 
found to abound in the traditions or litera- 
ture of all people. This orderly progress of 
nature reveals an unvarying method, which 
makes every effect the result of preceding 
natural causes; and,the violations of its 
methods, called ** miracles," are unsupported 
by sufficient evidence to warrant their be- 
lief. Every miracle of which circumstances 
hav permitted a scientific examination “has 
been disproved, and shown either to bea 
fraud or to be the result of a law of nature 
known or fairly supposed. The miracles of 
our days are now on the eve of solution by 
the discovery of the laws of psychology and 
animal magnetism, which many learned men 
believe will in time solve all that is not fraud- 
ulent in the phenomena of Spiritualism. 
. .. + The Christian scheme of theology 
must therefore take its place in the order of 
the development of human thought, and in 
time giv place to the next system which the 
advancing mind of man evolves; that, in 
turn, to be improved upon as knowledge of 
nature and the control of her forces increases. 
—Robt. C. Adams. 


